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Teen Pregnancy
Declining Across
United States

Rachel Brocklehurst

Staff Writer

The Oklahoma Institute for Child Advo-
cacy started in 1983 as the result of an inves-
tigative report by the national news media,
which revealed a story of brutality and abuse
e‘cpenenced by Oklahoma children who
were in the state’s custody.

The media report, “Oklahoma Shame,” en-
couraged child advocates from every corner
of the state into action to create an organi-
zation whose mission was to guarantee the
defense of Oklahoma’s children.

Fallin’s Budget
Proposes Cuts

Photo by Aliki Dyer, 'Thle Vista.

Qlanrc{vaju Suleiman

: During vaernlor-idary Fallin’ annual State
of State Address, she highlighted certain as-
pects of her executive budget. The budget has

“aspects that could both help and hurt many

Oklahomans. _

The state department of education will be
on the receiving end of funds. Theéy will be
getting $50 million in funding. It will go to-
wards educational programs, building funds,
and -general aspects of operations for them
school districts.

‘The state capitol building will be receiv-
ing $120 million. Fallin has a proposed bond
that will allow the bulldmg to have 51gmﬂcam
renovations. ,

The Oklahoma Department of Human
Services, Corrections Departmem and state
troopers will each be getting funding for their
respective offices.

One of the more controversial aspects of
Fallin’s budget proposal was lowering the tax
rate of high-income earners in Oklahoma.

State.employees will be receiving no raises
in pay. This includes everyone from welfare
workers: to Oklahomans who work at the
capit

Fallin - sparked controversy’ once agam ‘by
changmg Oklahomas pension benefit: pro-
gram. Her plan which requires changmg the
401" K program would reduce the overall
amount, of payment to retired state employ-
ees.

Oklahoma State Representative William
Fourkiller sees how there could be both good
and bad.

“There are some very arnbmous goals " he
said. “When there are budget talks; money
will always be brought up.”

Fourkiller notes that the proposed cuts and
lack of funding could greatly impact the lives
of Oklahomans.

“Tax cuts can make it tough on people,” he
said. “Agencies havmg funding cut will llrmt
the people in the state.”

The American Indian Cultural Center and
Museum iin Oklahoma City and the Oklaho-
ma Museum of Popular Culture in Tulsa are
currently major issues in the state.

The American Indian Cultural Center and

Museum and the Museum of Pop Culture

both need $40 million in funding.

When Fallin issued her 209 page executive
budget, she did not mention either project.

Representative Fourkiller is aware that no
one wants to pay extra taxes, but realizes that
the money has to come from somewhere.

“We have to fill the gaps to fund agencies
and to be able to carry on daily services,” he
said.

Since its release, Fallin has made no com-
ments on her executive budget. The full man-
uscript can be found by visiting www.ok.gov/
OSE
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All My V‘alinﬂnes

* Editorial by: Sarih Neese (Editor-in-Chief)

~ It’s no secret that Valentine’s Day is this week.

Though, 1 have to admit that being as busy as I am
sometimes leads me to become caught off guard by the
suddenness of the arrival of such holidays.

As 1 scanned through the usual tweets and Facebook
statuses about Valentines Day, 'l saw the happy tweets

- of “lucky” couples and the faux-depressive messages of

“single forever” guys and girls.

When it comes to Valentine’s Day, Ilike to take a dif-
ferent approach. :

In my opinion, Valentine’s Day is about the celebration
of love. However, I don't think this celebration should
be limited to the love experienced between couples.

Instead, we should celebrate the love that surrounds
us every day, from not just our significant others, but
from everyone that we love and cxpcri‘ence love from‘.

-So today, I'm deing just that. = .

In preparation. for Valentine’s Day, I'd like to take a
mormient to celebrate the love that I am pnvﬂeged to

' ._ ‘have in my life.

To my parents: 'l'here are mo- Words to describe all
you've done for me. You love me uncenditionally. And,
Ilove you both for it. :

To my soul sister: You have brightened my life more
than you know. Each time I'm with you it like a bright

- ray of sunshine in my life. You're one of the most beauti-

ful people I have ever met, inside and out. And, 1 love

yen for it.
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To my real sister: You're my best friend. 1 couldnt
1magme a single day without you. I can’t wait to see what
the future holds for us. You make every day an adven-
ture. And, 1 IOVé'YOu for it.

To the most interesting man I've ever met: You bring
a whole, new depth to my life. I've had some of the best
conversations and hang out times with you. You're so
easy to talk to and you make me feel worthy of friend-
ship. And, I love you for that.

To my Vistars: Since I've become friends w1th you, my
life has become more fun. Beach queen, you're so sweet

; ight 1o us.all. Greek goddess, you put the
itves and we wouldn't be the same
v m;}m you are funny and al-
¢ 'we're. treated right. And, 1 Eovp you all

for those things.
Love surrounds us all Let’s take the time to celebrate
every facet it adds in our hfc
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Do you like Valentine’s Day? Why or why not?

DYLAN JOHNSON
Creative Writing ~Freshman

AMANDA WITZKE
History/Museum Studies =Junior

RYAN HARRIS
Theater Education - Junior

“Sure, I think Valentine’s Day
is good and silly at the same
time. I think it’s good, be-
cause people who love each

| ) SIS : other have a special day.”

“I like it because of the St.
Valentine’s Day Massacre
and the history behind it.”

“I love Valentine’s Day,
because it’s an excuse
for guys to be sappy.”

COPPER BILLINGTON
Photography- Sephomore

TORI MITCHELL
Kinesiology - Freshman

ALINA PETER
Psychology - Senior

“Yeah, it's 50/50. Showing
someone you love them
should be everyday.”

“Yes and no. I like it be-
cause it’s a way to express
love to family and friends. I
don’t like what it’s become.
It’s very commercialized
* and businesses make people
feel bad into buying gifts.”

“Yes, because it’s the week-
end before my birthday and
I slowly start getting gifts.
And it’s really cool to see
people loving each other.
Seeing love is nice. Seeing
people stress over the one
they love is really cute.”

THE VALENTINE'S PAY
TRAPITION-STAY IN,
TRINK SOME BEER,
| ANP WATCH SOME PIRTY
MOVIES IN THE NUPE...
'M $O LONELY.

...................................................-.........._............
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B Brooks Nickel/

Got myself into quite a bit of
rouble in my younger
days, nothing too se-
ious. 1 would run
my mouth off to
A Mrs. Johnson
& out on the play-
& ground in the
@l sixth grade, get
§ in fights due to
¥ “touch football,”
or push one of the
7 girls down at recess.
Before the first five-
minute mark whistle, 1
was bound and determined to
find myself on the first stage of punishment,
spending time on the wall. And, while swats were often
the next step up in the line of punishment, there was an
intermediate era of punishment that involved sitting in the

" library and writing certain sentences on repeat.
You would think I'd remember, after mindless repetition,
the exact words that made up those sentences. However, 1

think that the jest of it was as follows:

“One day I'm walking down the street. I
come across a hole.'I fall in the hole. I get out
of the hole. The next day I'm walking down

the same street. I fall in the same hole again.”

I'd be led into the library after one of these intermediate
offenses and sat at a desk with partitions, writing these sen-
tences over and over until my hand would start to cramp
up, drawing tighter and tighter on the pencil.-

At the end of recess, or whenever “those in' charge”
deemed your time served, you would write one more col-
lection of sentences: '

“One day I'm walking down the street. 1
come across a hole. I fall in the hole. I get out
of the hole. The next day, I choose a different
path. I don’t fall in the same hole.”

In this age of golden youth, more than likely, I was blind
to the lesson here. Now, it’s clearly evident, if you repeat the
same mistakes in life, go down the same path, then you are
perpetually doomed to fall in the same hole.

Now, while that’s a lesson the majority of us have been
taught from various avenues in life, there is something

* there that’s deeper.

“I used to say, ‘There is a God-shaped hole in
me.’ For a long time I stressed the absence, the
hole. Now I find it is the shape which has become
more important.”

-Salman R:ushdie-

It’s inevitable; we will go down paths in life that are
deemed wrong by others. And, we will fall in holes, over
and over again. We can preach the saving grace of choos-
ing another path. We can illustrate to those the importance
of making choices and be cautious of the paths they travel
down, but when we teach through these avenues we are
focusing on the absence, on the hole. The truth is, the hole
will always be there. No matter what path we go down,
there will always be a hole to fall in.

"1 know that now. So, instead of trying to decide what
path to go down or overthinking the consequences at the
end of that path, I focus more on the shape.

‘What shape? My mental shape, my physical shape, these
are all things that contribute to my ability to crawl out of
whatever hole I find myself in.

There is no right or wrong path. There are simply those
that do and those that don't. We possess the innate ability
to rise above whatever faces us. It may currently lie dor-
mant in some while the star shines ferociously bright in
others, but one thing that I know to be true. .

No matter the depth, no matter the summation of over-
whelming odds that fill it, you can climb of that hole. And,
you'll be better for it everyday of your life.

~ Follow me on Twitter @JbrooksNickell

Technology Infrastructure Refresh Project brought to UCO

Kanesha Brown

After getting approved from the Regional
University System of Oklahoma for fund-
ing, six buildings on UCO’s campus are
expected to be upgraded after spring break
from the technology infrastructure refresh
project brought to UCO by the Office of
Information Technology.

Vice President of Information Technology
& CIO Cynthia E. Rolfe, said these buildings
include: Wellness Center, Nigh University
Center, Murdaugh Hall, West Hall, Liberal
Arts and the Hamilton Field House.

Central Plaza and the library are already
finished. The Nigh University Center
and Wellness Center are expected to be
done in February before the Oklahoma
Undergraduate Research Day at UCO.

“-Murdaugh Hall, 'West Hall and the Liberal

Arts' will be under construction during
spring break, said Rolfe.

The next fiscal year, the University
Commons and the suites will be upgraded.

OIT is partnering up with Cisco and
Chickasaw Telecom Inc. Cisco is a commu-

nications company that is providing equip-

ment and software. Chickasaw Telecom Inc.
will provide the services such as planning
the refresh, making frequencies maps and
wiring the data, said Rolfe.

The OIT department has been saving up,
but they have applied for a loan through the
Master Equipment Lease Program to be able
to refresh in a short amount of time. UCO

made a promise to not borrow more than’

$8 million and pay it oﬁ‘ in five years said
Rolfe.

Rolfe said OIT are primarily focusing on
updating the communications aspect of the
infrastructure concerning the networks, tele-
phone system, wireless networks, identity
management and the underground fiber.

The access points on the ceilings, the
switches in the network closets and the cen-
tral controls are the pieces that are going to
be updated, said Rolfe.

“The fiber in the ground connects build-

ing to building and then out to our internet:

- networks. run faster than the

provider,” said Rolfe.

The university does a lot of net-
work traffic that is high band-.
width. OneNet joins other net-
works that they have contracts £
with.

“When our traf-
fic goes to OneNet, their
equipment figures out
which network will be
the fastest,” said Rolfe . \

Because of the way the
industry is set up, hardwire

wireless networks, but with a
hardwire netwark, a person is not
as mobile, said Rolfe.

“As we upgrade the wireless in
these buildings, you will start to see
a little bit faster service, fewer times C
that you are knocked off, but until we finish -
the entire refresh of everything behind the
scenes, it won’t be as perfect as we want it -
to be,” said Rolfe.

Six buildings

on UCOs campus are_expected to be

upgraded after spring break from the

‘ technology infrastructure refresh proj-
ect to UCO by the Office of Information
Technology. Photo by Aliki Dyer, The
Vista.

service provider...

OneNet is our service

Victor Holmes, left, clutches the hand of partner Mark Pha-
riss as they leave the U.S. Federal Courthouse, Wednesday,
Feb. 12, 2014, in San Antonio. District Judge Orlando Garcia
said Wednesday he would issue a decision later after the
two Texas men filed a civil rights lawsuit seeking permission
to marry, and a lesbian couple sued to have their mamage
recognized. The Associated Press.

Donate plasma today and earn up to

$300 a month!

Who knew [ could earn money,;
save lives, and get free wi-fi
at the same time?

716 NW 23rd 5t., Oklahoma City, OK 73103 |

gitelE 405-521-9204

'_ 241 Scan for an insider look at
,‘_rr: the plasma donation process |

To scan and view content, you must download
_ 2 QR code reader from your App store,

*spplicable for eligible, qualified new donors, s
Fees vary by weight. New donors must bring photo ID, .
proof of address and Social Security number.

CSL Plasma

Good for You, Great for Life.

J———————E ST
-

CSLP{asma com

SAFE screens award-winning

Xavier ]ackson

Conmbumg Whter

Ron Woodruffis the titular character i in the film Dallas
Buyers Club where he desperately fights'to survive his
AIDS diagnosis. Dallas Buyers Club was shown Monday
night in Pegasus Theater by the Student Alliance for
Equality and Literature in Performance.

SAFE Advisor Dr. David Macey discussed messages
from the acclaimed film and how they apply to UCO.
Macey has been involved with SAFE for the last 15 years.

When Macey began working at UCO, he saw an
announcement for a meeting and wanted to help and be
involved in the program.

Fifteen years later, SAFE is a very different organiza-
tion then it was when Macey attended that first meeting. .

At that time, Macey said that SAFE was more of a
support group for students, mostly for those that were
uncomfortable being openly gay on campus.

“We’re a lot larger organization now and have a lot
more activities,” Macey said. “We’ve become a lot more
public, and have a lot more allies.”

- SAFE has grown to be one of Central’s largest and
most active organizations.

This year, SAFE wants to continue to build on the
many success they’ve accomplished already. Also, SAFE
‘wants to reach out even more to the community, Macey
said.

He said that the partnership with LIP came about
organically.

“We try whenever we can to. collaborate wﬂh other
organizations, and seeing as how I am chair of the
English the department, I knew of LIP,” Macey said.

Macey credited Professor James Daro, LIP’s advisor,
for coming to SAFE and inspiring the collaboration.

“When you’re confronted with denial, discrimination
and marginalization, do whatever steps are necessary to
fight for the care and respect that you need.”

He is a big proponent of the powerful message of the
film. S

“You can go out and change the world.”

‘movie to bring AIDS awareness

One of the greatest lessons the AIDS crisis empha-
sized was that entire populations could be ignored, and -
that they would need to find their voice, Macey said.

“We've gotten so used to the idea that AIDS can be
managed, we’ve forgotten the scale and the real human
toll it takes. The communities largely affected are still
ones that are still marginalized,” Macey said.

In his opinion, AIDS particularly affected the gay

' community because that’s where it first emerged.

“I think that because it was disease thought to be for
gay men, there weren’t really any resources,” Macey said.

This stigma, Macey said, is what made the impact of
AIDS so great.

“Getting the word out is important because it is still
spreading. New drugs help to manage the symptoms, but
it is still a death sentence,” Macey said.

Dr. Macey has high-hopes for a post-AIDS gay com-
munity. -

“I would hope a more empowered, more confident.
community that is able to apply even more energy to
creativity, to service; to really transforming the world,”

- Macey said.

However, he understands that the movement would
see setbacks, as well as victories in the future.

“Well, I feel there’s been a tremendous movement
towards marriage equality. Any form of progressive
social change generates a sort of push back.”

Macey stresses that while things for gays in America
may be on the upswing, the community must start to look
globally at countries like Russia and Nigeria.

He recognizes Central as making great progressive
strides, but says more can be done.

“The degree of progress varies with which department
you're in. A few areas have really been at the forefront,
and I hope everyone catches up,” Macey said.

Dr. Macey mentioned that SAFE has more screenings
coming up, along with their annual Equality Week.

He stressed that each coming out experience is differ-
ent:

Macey said, “There’s no nght time’ for everyone.”

(Lol &ncere/y, Sbuie every
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Bookstoresseek new ways to grab student busmess

et

0 Studencs gather outside of the Barnes and Nob!e on the Umversrty of Centraf Oklahomas campus. Photo by Quang Pho, The Vista.

' Lei L Chen

Smﬂ'%ter

Bookstom in schools and oﬁ' campus are
" seeklng many new ways to make students
their loyal customers.

. The UCO “Barnes and Noble Bookstore”
- is located on campus in the Nigh University
" Center on the second floor. Students have
- several .options for purchasing textbooks
: online. Students can rent ‘online for around

50 percent off, purchase an eTextbook at
lower prices than the printed version, and

. you can buy your books online where you

either pick them up in the store or have
them shipped to you.

At UCO, financial aid can also g towards
buying textbooks.

Textbook Brokers is located at 123 N.
University Dr. This bookstore guarantees
low-prices and faster service. They. do de-
livery book rentals, which are delivered to

your door with no due dates. And if you

spend more than $100, it will be free ship-

ping.

The other Bookstore next to Brokers is
called, Ratcliffes Bookstore. It opened last
year. Jordan Pyle, a store staff member said,
“In order to serve better, we usually order:
books before every semester starts. And re-
lated to school schedule, we create the class
label and change it frequently. It will help
students to find their book correctly and

faster.

Similar with other stores, they offer on-
line rentals and are currently developing
their financial aid program.

According to three stores' records, stu-
dents usually return books because of the
wrong edition or they found it cheaper
online. Bookstores are trying their best to
service students better financially and help
them. : .

Drownlng in Debt Oklahoma Faces Mllllons in

Unfunded Pension Liabilities

 Unfunded public pension liabilities of state
employees and retirees represent 79 percent
of the overall $5.1 trillion. Pension liabilities
is the amount of money that an employer -
such as a private company, or a city or state
or federal government - must account for in
order to make future pension payments. It is
- the difference between the total amount due
to retirees and the total amount of money
the company actually has to make those pay-
ments. Ttadmonal pensmn plans mclude Ii-

abilities, in which employers agree with their
workers agree to contribute a certain amount
into the pension fund over an allotted time

for a guaranteed source income during retire- -

ment. However, if the employee has a 401(k),
there is no guaranteed amount at retirement.

There are a number of rules in place to pre-
vent the misuse of the money collected with-
in pension funds. However, governments of-
ten face problems with pension payments to
govermnent workers Llabllmes can come to

fruition in a number of ways. For example,
when governments divert money meant for
pension collection for other projects, they
must go back to refund the pensions at a later

date. When they fail to do so, they create a’

liability.

“No other debt issue Oklahoma faces holds
a candle to the unfunded pension liability.”
Estus said. “Other than the pension liabili-
ties, the vast majority of the state’s debt is
within acceptable conservatwe ranges and

...COntlnued from Pg 'I

mana ged very responsibly.”
Estes stated that his office had not re-
. viewed the methodology of the SBS report
so he could not comment on the gross dif-
ference between their final numbers and his -
office’s, but could report on the numbers he
and his associates had compiled for the Com-.
prehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR). .

...Co‘ntlnued from
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“OICA has' persisted on being- L o
duly. fighting; f; pohmes that improve' the
lives of childferi and families by being their
voice at lhetSiﬁte Capitol and in the commu-
nities. :

For. three decades, the. lnsmule has in-

 formedjand edugate

‘children and families.

They understahd,ﬂmt when children pros-

per- the state prospe;‘s as well.
Whethzr wrﬂnthh state policymakers

and agencies, orvd;li‘hpalth education, busi-
ness and community organizations across the
state, Okiahoma’ children- and the state’s
economy- are reaping the benefits of the
work they do together as voices for Okla-
homa’s future.
OICA also works hand—méhand with the
Teen Pregnancy Prevention Program.
. Teen Pregnancy Prevention Project Di-
rector for the Institute for Child Advocacy
Shante Fenner said, “ “There are a ton of
good things happening in schools right now,”
Fenner said. “The fact that there can't be
- more abstinence speakers coming in more
often has to do, not only with lack of fund-
ing, but also pushback from parents, in that
they want to be lhe primary educators as far
as sexualit)r goes.”
Having someone come in and speak to
young people doesn't change anything,
“You've' got middle school age believing
myths that since their body is made up of
. water, they won't get pregnant, or gravity

- doesnt have anything to do or no effect on |-

if they're jumping up and down due to there
not being any education when it comes to
topics like that,” Fenner said.
. There’s not a mandatory health education
class for children that age.

Fenner said, “Preventing pregnancy for
young pcople is a community effort.”

dugated state policymakers and . -
i:!he importance of partici-

CINSTITUTE |

The Oklahoma Institute for Child Advo-
cacy (OICA) began in 1983 as the result
of an investigative report by the national
news media which exposed a horrific
story of cruelty and abuse experienced
by Oklahoma children who were in the
state’s custody. Logo provided by OICA.
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Oklahomans gather at capitol to support Senate Bill 2116:
State Senator Constance Johnso_nfs _I?ill to legalize m_arijuana still in the hot seat

A rally supportmg State Senator Constance Johnson's bill to iegaf.-ze marijuana in Oklahoma at the Okfahoma state capfta! on Feb L? 20?4 Photo by Brooks ‘Nickell, The
stta e BT MFehag

FLav !

Supporters ofJohnson 's bill wave flags showmg the.fr advocacy for the Iegar‘rzatron of mari-
' juana in Okfahoma. Photo by Brooks Nickell, The V.*sta.

People rally around the Ok!ahoma State capital on Feb. 12 20?4 in support
of Johnson's b.fﬂ to !egaﬁze maruuana. Photo by Brooks N;ckeﬂ The V:sta. :

- OF EDMOND _
J; PARTMENT HOMES

14140 Broadway Ext.
Edmond, OK 73013
405-478-3260

www.gatewayedmond.com

two, three, and four bedroom floor plans
 Private balconies/Patios

World-class management

o Fitness Studio - :

" Pet Friendly

B Ny W e e Sk Akl

Gated Commumty

I . Garages :
Some supporters of Johnson's bill held signs showmg their approva! of fegaﬂzmg marijuana in Oklahoma. Photo
Student Discount by Brooks Nickell, The V.*sta
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Now Hiring
Become a distributor in the direct sale of
energy. Energy Deregulation is law.
Now is the time to become an Energy
- Consultant.Call 405.474.7708

Help Wanted
HANDY STUDENT. Lawn maintenance, painting, general maintenance
and repairs. Will train.
P/T near UCO. 641-0712.

Now Hiring ;
Professional insurarice and financial service office seeking a dynamic
individual for part-time position. The qualified individual needs to have a
positive attitude, excellent work ethic and be able to communicate effec-
tively with both clients and agent. Website experience helpful along with
excellent computer skills. For the right person, the position could evolve
“into a full time position. $10-12.00/ hr.
E-mail resume to croberts@farmersagent.com -

- Help Wanted
Looking for an energetic teacher for our one year old classroom. If you
are interested in this position please apply at Ms. Felicia’s Blessed Ones
Childcare 1130 Chowning Avenue, Edmond, OK. No phone calls please.

* 14. Fergie, formally ¥

) s e g

bitten, twice shy
16. After-dinner drink
17. Surround and blockade a eity

18. Sycamore, e.g. (2 wds)

. 20. Brown ear_th pigments

22. Persia, noﬁl _
23. Drops on blaclles-
24. Internet junkie (2 wds)
26. ___carte (2 wds)

- 27 “Star Trek”. rank: Abbr.
28. Bird ... :
29. Dwellon - |
31. Clamorous -
33. Attired :
34. Easily movcci to al;gér (hyphen-
ated) R
39. Can of worms?
40. Atigler’s gea.r' :
41. Branch of mathematics
45. Bit .
46. French vine);ard

49, National Institutes of Héalih

WORD SEARCH

peenezs Lo S

“2006 Nissan Sentra, 91,000 miles”, “sales price: $5,900”, “phbne contact:
214-717-7074

RANDOM FACTS

The Pittsburgh Penguins made Mister Rogers an honorary captain in 1991.
The only.state highway in the U.S. that prohibits motorized vehicles is
M-185 on Mackinaw Island in Michigan. You can travel on foot, bicycle, or

horse.

The space between your pointer finger and thumb is called the “purlicue.”

§ RANDOM QUOTE

One kernel is felt in a hogshead; one drop of water helps to swell the ocean;

a spark of fire helps to give light to the world. None are too small, too feeble,
too poor to be of service. Think of this and act. ;
- Hannah More

Advertise with us!

Cohtact Maranda Thurm for details.
1-405-974-5918

CROSSWORD

Across 1 'Iz 3 [4 |5 & [7 18 |9 72 13 ] 19. Carbon compound
" 1. Crack [14 15 21. Divided

6. Kiss ; 17 25. Boot

: ' - 20 . 22

10. Ices s 30. “God‘s_ Little =512

31. Do, for examplé :

32. “Absolutely!”

34. Projecting feature

35. Of noble birth

36. Allocate, with “out”

37. Baby grand, e.g.

38.John ___, founder of the Massa-

50. Becomes full again

- 53. Center of a baH?l

54. Length x width, for a rectangle
55. Organ stop

56. With the intention of (3 wds)
59. Like Cheerios : I
60. Almond

61. Battery contents

62. Deed

63. Mar, in a way

64. Buggy terrain

- 65. Assignation |

4. Knights' attendants

i _chusetts Bay Colony = . .
60 61 62 ; y Y
IR B 64 33 " 39. Tossedl back and forth

A 43. What one does to the same book
1. Appropriate e _

2. Deified hero - over and again

3. Underwérld to Hades 44. Outline

46. Full of trivial conversation

5. Foric!im legalece 47. Takes great delight 1.n

48. Online newsgroup system

6. Clobber

7. Dark 51. “E pluribus unum,” e.g.

: 2
8. Sacred beetle of ancient Egypt 52. Flight segment

0 Kinil of seat 57. Same old, same old

58. “___ to Billie Joe”

10. Decide to leave, with “out”
11. Shallow enough to be crossed
12. Live off someone’s generosity

13. Manage

 Caesar
Cato
Cinna

Clove

Fox Face '
Gale
Glimmer
Haymich

~ Katniss

$ Man_rel
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Opinion

thterell-y Sports: Not a “Smart” declsmn

Sports Reporter

This last week has been a busy week in the
world of sports. The one thing that has had
everybody’ attention over the past week is

© Men’s Basketball

the implosion of the Oklahoma State basket-
ball program. The implosion reached full de-
struction on Saturday as Marcus Smart went
into the crowd and shoved the Red Raiders’
‘number one fan’.

Fans have been something athletes have
had to deal with forever. They have been
constantly. overstepping the boundaries of
fan and crazy person. Paying to see a sport-
ing event has given them a sense of entitle-
ment that they can say and do whatever they
want. Jeff Orr, even if all he said was “piece
of crap”, should be punished in some way. 1
think him not going to a game the rest of the
season is a start although 1 am not completely
sure it was voluntarily He should have his
seats moved away from the basket. If he had
said something worse then his tickets should

have be taken away Texas Tech can find an-
other number one fan if that is the case.

Back to Marcus Smart and the state of the
program. Frustation from the past few games
seemed to hit the breaking point for Smart
Saturday afternoon. Smart, no matter what

Orr said was wrong for what he did and de-

served a suspension.  Three to five games

was a good amountso | think the Big 12 actu-

ally got this correct.
Smart made himself bigger than the team
on Saturday when he acted the way he did.

‘This is not the first time though that it has

happened. When he announced his return,
kicking the chair against West Virginia, there
have been many examples of this.. Now; he
has to miss three games, which will not be

-easy.

Women's Basketball

With all of that being said, I can't blame

" Smart for his actions. How much do student

athletes have to take from fans before they,
do react like this? A nineteen year old pos-
sibly having to hear racial slurs, most would
probably react the same way. If Orr said what
Smart says then maybe a push was light for
this guy. A teenager with the pressure that
Smart is dealing with is bound to make mis-
takes.

From the outside, it does 1001( like Ford has
lost control. Discipline is a problem and he
just does not seem to want to take action. It
took two arrests and being sent home from a
tournament for Ford to dismiss a freshman.
This program is in trouble right now and it
does not look like Ford can save it.

Bronchosports.com

Bronchos host three
games this weekend

Central Oklahoma starts
final homestand Thursday

EDMOND -- Central Oklahoma will

look to even the season series against
Washburn on Thursday night at 7:30
p-m. inside Hamilton Field House.

The Bronchos have won three straight
games to improve to 14-7 on the season
and 8-6 in the Mid-America Intercol-
legiate Athleics Association. The Icha-
bods are 15-6 overall and also 8-6 in the
league.

Washburn took the previous meeting,
76-69, on Jan. 23 in Topeka, Kan. and
the teams are tied for fifth in the confer-
ence standings. The top four teams in
the regular season standings earn first-

round byes in the MIAA Post-season

Tournament. .|

Leading scorer Josh Gibbs was held
to a season-low seven points in the first
meeting against the  Ichabods. Gibbs,
a senior from Kansas City, Mo., is aver-

aging 20.8 points and 11.5 rebounds a

game and has topped the 20-point pla-

teau in 14 of the team’ 21 games. -

Cal Andrews led the Bronchos the
last time out by scoring a career-high
21 points against Pittsburg State. Aaron
Anderson is second on the team in scor-
ing with a 14.0, while Andrews is at 12.4
and Seth Heckart at 11.3 :

It’s the opener of a three-game home-
stand for the Bronchos, who return to
the court Saturday in another revenge
game against Emporia State. The previ-
ous games against Washburn and Empo-
ria State mark the only two-game losing
streak UCO has suffered this season.

Bronchosports.com

B TR T Y

EDMOND - Central Oklahoma starts its final
homestand of the season Thursday when the
Bronchos entertain Mid-America Intercollegiate
Athletics Association rival Washburn.

Game-time at ‘Hamilton Field House is 5:30
p.m.

UCO is 10-11 on the season and 5-9 in the

league, while the Ichabods are 13-8 and 8-6.

Washburn is sixth and the Bronchos 10t‘n in the-

conference standings.

Twelve teams advance to the MIAA Post-season,
with the top four receiving first-round byes while
teams 5-8 host teams 9-12 in the opening round.

Game Notes

. * Washbum wc-n the ﬁrst meeting, pulling out
a 65-59 overtime victory on Jan. 23 in Topeka-
Kan. that started UCO’ current five-game losing
streak. The Ichabods have a 6-2 lead in the series.

* Senior Jill Bryan leads the Bronchos with a
13.4 scoring average while adding 5.0 rebounds,
2.3 assists and 1.6 steals a game. She has moved
into 14th place on the school’s career scoring list

» Sophomore Julia Mason is UCO’s only other
double-digit scorer with a 10.7 average to go with
5.2 rebounds. .

» -Senior Britney Morgan is now 16th on the
school’s all-time scoring list with 886 points.
She’s also in the top five in 3-pointers made (fifth,
142) and attempted (fourth, 392). Morgan is av-
eraging 9.3 points a game and is shooting a team-
best 37.5 percent (30-0f-80) from 3-point range.

* Freshman Olivia Mason tops the team in re-
bounding with a 7.0 average while adding 9.4
points. She’s had six double-digit reboundmg
games this season.

+ All five Washburn starters are averaging at
least 10.0 points a game. Casyn Buchman tops
the Ichabods with a 15.5 average.

Up Next

UCO is home again Saturday, hosting No.
7-ranked Emporia State at 1:30 p.m. The Bron-
chos play their final contest at Hamilton Field
House the following Saturday, Feb. 22, against
intrastate rival Northeastern State.

Opinion
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with 921 points.

The Lemon Drop: Out of the closet, into the Draft

Sports Reporter’

On Sunday night, one of the biggest foot-
ball stories this year or any year broke to the
national media. Co-defensive SEC player of
the year Michael Sam of the University of
Missouri is gay. -

Sam came out in three separate interviews,
one with ESPN’s Chris Connelly, one with
the New York Times and one with SB Na-
tion$ Outsports.

His revelation to the world is 51gmﬁcant
" because of what he plans to do next. Sam’s
announcement, only two weeks before the
NFL scouting combine, has already been de-
clared for the NFL Draft. If Sam is drafted or
signed as a free agent, he should be picked in
the fourth round. Then he will become the
first athlete in the NFL to be openly gay and
actively playing. :

The groundwork for this landmark event
has been laid down in the past years as play-
ers in almost every major sport have revealed

" after their retirement that they were indeed
homosexual. Most recently, Jason Collins,
who played most recently with the Wash-
ington Wizards of the NBA, came out in an
interview with Sports Illustrated. Collins,
however, was cut from the Wizatrds' roster
and has not appeared in an NBA game since.

Sam has embraced his coming out and
has immediately become a role model and
spokesperson for the gay community in.
sports., He first came out to his teammates
at the University of Missouri last August, be-
fore the start of the football season. The fact

that his Mizzou teammates were able to ac-
cept Sam for who he was as a man and as a
football player should make for the perfect
template of how an NFL locker room should
act to adding Sam.

It will, however, take a strong NFL fran-
chise with established leadership to handle
the distraction bringing in Sam would cause.
He has the potential to be the most scruti-
nized and publicly talked about middle
round pick that a franchise has ever made.
The media attention that the locker room as
a whole would receive for accepting the first
openly gay player in the NFL will be massive.

As such some teams that might be a perfect
fit to be able to handle that type of scrutiny
and fanfare would be teams like the New
England Patriots, the Baltimore Ravens or the
Seattle Seahawks.

The New England Patriots have been one
of the most steady and heralded franchises

in the NFL since the millennium. Their front -

office has been excellent at keeping conti-
nuity on the team and their whole team is
filled with strong leaders. From owner Rob-
ert Kraft, to coach Bill Belicheck, to QB Tom
Brady, the Patriots are filled with vocal and
strong leaders. They are also no strangers
to media circuses. They were one of the few
teams who were able to handle what was
at that time, the media frenzy that was Tim
Tebow, who was invited to last year’s training
camp before being cut.

The Baltimore Ravens are another example
of a franchise whose leadership would help
make a difference in drafting Sam. The Ra-
ven's general manager, Ozzie Newsome, is
one of the most respected GMs in the league.
And along with coach John Harbaugh and
QB Joe Flacco they have recently brought a
Superbowl to Baltimore. Also, though it wont
compare to the media firestorm that drafting
Sam would create, the Ravens have already
shown their ability to handle media attention
when drafting Michael Oher, whose story
was the subject of the book-turned-movie
“The Blindside”.

Lastly the Seattle Seahawks would be a
perfect fit for Michael. Sam. The current
world champions have the staff, culture,

and environment to support the publicity
that a openly gay NFL player would bring,
Between the culture that Pete Carroll is cul-
tivating, and the young leaders on both the
offensive and defensive sides of the ball, such
as Russell Wilson and Richard Sherman, that
locker room is as solidly together as any in
the league. Hoisting the Lombardi Trophy
doesn't hurt for fostering locker room con-
tinuity either.

Ultimately 1 hope that this is only the be-
ginning of a long and successful career for
Michael Sam. It will eventually come down
to the same criteria that every NFL player is

judged by, what have you done on the field.
The media with eventually fade into the
background and the only reason that he will
or wont be playing in the NFL will be his
ability on the football field, not his sexual
orientation. Sam said it best during his in-
terview with ESPN’s Chris Connelly, “I'm not -
afraid to tell the world who I am. I'm Mi-
chael Sam: I'm a college graduate. I'm Afri-
can American, and I'm gay... I'm comfort-
able in my own skin”. If all goes well he'll be
able to add “I'm an NFL player” to that list of
accomplishments.
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Broncho Wrestling
enters post season

Sp(ms Reporter
The UCO Brot\n:hos baseball season begins

‘jon Fm;lay "The tearn will host The University

of Arkansas—Fort Smlth at 2 p.m. in the first
of a three- -game series over two days.

UCO head coach Dax Leone is entering his
fourth season with the program and is quick-
ly turning the program around. Leone has
led the team to two straight 30-win seasons.
There are some expectations for the team this
year as well. UCO is picked to finish third in
the MIAA behind Central Missouri and Mis-

| souri Western: The Bronchos finished tied

for third last season and lost in the semifinals

of the conference tournament.

While this will be the first game for UCO,
Fort Smith will already have three games un-

* | der their belt. They are'currently 2-0 on the
~ |season with victories over Henderson State
~ |University. The Lions finished with a 29-
- 120 record last year and finished third in the
- | Heartland Conference.

The Bronchos will have plenty of expen-

ence re;urﬂmg from last years team. The

team has 15 lettermen returning this season.
Also, three players were named to the All-
Region team' for this season. Matt Johnson

~and Cesar Wong were named to the first team

while Tyler Crabtree was voted'to the second. -

Johnson finished last season as the Bronchos’

best power hitter. He led the team in at bats
with 168, home runs with 10-and runs bat-
ted in with 50. _

Wong has been the typical do-it-all player.
for UCO. He led the team in batting average
last season with an impressive .358 average,
.362 in the last 33 games. Wong was also the
team leader in assists on the defensive side of
the ball as well. He finished with'132 assists:

Crabtree was the second leading hitter on
the team based on average and had the 12th:
best on base percentage in the country for the
Bronchos. He also tied the Division II record
for being hit by a pitch last year. :

After this series UCO will not be home un-

‘til the 28th of February. UCO will travel to

face Arlington Baptist and then open up con-
ference play against Emporia State University. .-

Rlpk Lemon

'SPmtsRepmer'

The fifth ranked UCO wrestling team has
| ended the regular season and now is focusing

onthe Mui Amzncan lntercollegwte Athler.-

ics Assocmnon tournament that starts this

Sunday. The Bronchos enter the postseason
with an overall record of 14-4 (5-1 in MIAA),
second only to undefeated Nebraska-Kearny
in the conference.

UCO trails Nebraska-Kearny by only one
point in the national rankings the powers of
the MIAA have stayed log jammed at the top
of the rankings all season. Nebraska-Kearny

is ranked fourth with 132 point, UCO is right .

behind in fifth with 131, and Fort Hays State
has had a great turn-around year to go from
unranked to sixth place nationally with 116
points. '

Speaking of Fort Hays State, they are play- .

-ing host to the MIAA tournament this season
and will hope to use a home-mat advantage
to sneak away with a conference title. When
UCO went up to Hays, Kan. earlier this sea-
son to wrestle the Tigers. They were able to
escape with a close 22-16 victory. Look for
the Tigers to be out to revenge all three of
their conference losses this weekend.

Senior Matt Johnson during a game in the spring of 2013. Photo by_ Vf&ta Archives.

The Bronchos wﬂl be ‘a revenge
of their ‘own against. the defendmg ‘national
champion | Nebraska—l(eamy Lopers. The
MIAA tournament is. a perfect chance for .
UCO to be able to familiarize themselves with

one of the biggest obstacles in their quest: fpr
their 8th team National: Champtonshlp &

As far as individually; there are severa[

~ Bronchos that are primed to make deep runs

in both the MIAA and National tournaments.
At 133 .pounds, All-American Casy Basks
will look to finish his 123-win career at UCO
with his first national title.

At 149 pounds, All-American Jordan Basks
has posted a 33-2 record this season includ-
ing fifteen falls, a tech fall,. and seven ma]or
decisions.

At 157 pounds, Cory Dauphm is seeking
to keep his 44-match unbeaten-streak alive
on his way to winning a secclnd straight na-
tional title.

Finally, All-American '-.Co_dy- Dauphin,
brother of Cory, will also: be‘looking to'make
a big push this post.season and compete Ior '
atitle: -

The MIAA tournament wﬂl be held thJS
Sunday in Hays, Kan. The NCAA Division II
Central Regional begms Fnday at Hamilton
Fieldhouse.

Senior heavyweight Cody Dauphin ties up against a wrestler from Newman
University on Feb. 6, 2014. Photo by Aliki Dyer, The Vista. i5ge 1Rl
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