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TRAFFIC

An estimated 1.2 MillioN children are
trafficked each year.

A 3% of victims are used for forced
commercial sexual exploitation

320/0 of victims are used
for forced economic

exploitation

The minor in this photo is not involved in human trafficking. However many minors around the.country and the world are involved i in the daily process of human traff.fck-
ing. Statistics prowded by www.unglobalcompact.org. Photo Hustrat.fon by Sarah Neese The Vista,

]osh Wallace
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The University of Central Okla- '
homa in partnership with the
American’ Democracy  Project
(ADP) and the Volunteer and Ser-

vice Learning Center (VSLC) have
dedicated Feb. 17 through Feb. 21’
to raise awareness on Human Traf-

ficking.

Although the term human traf-'!{"
ficking is used commonly, what.

does it really mean?

According to the United Na-

tions, it can be defined as:
“Trafficking in Persons as the re-
cruitment, Lranspdrtation transfer,

_harbounng or receipt of pe'rsons :

by means of the threat or use of

force or other forms of coercion, ‘-

of abduction, of fraud, of decep-
tion, of the abuse of power or of a

.posmon of vulnerability or. of the
‘giving or receiving of payments or

benefits to achieve the consent of
a person haying control over an-
other person, for the purpose of
exploitation. Exploitation shall in-
clude, at a minimum, the exploita-
tion of the prostitution of others or
other forms of sexual exploitation,
forced labour or services, slavery
or practices similar to slavery, ser-
vitude or the removal of organs”
To simplify, it is modern slavery,

with the most common -occur-
rences being those of sexual slav-
ery and forced labor. According
to. reports from the U.S. State De-
partment (USSD) and the Polaris
Project, each day throughout the
world, adults and children are be-

.ing subjected to brutal treatment

as sex slaves.

There are many tactics used to
force them into sexual slavery,
including emotional or psycho-
logical control by .acquaintances

or family, fear of deportation due -
document seizure orimmigrant
status, fear of arrest for criminal
activity, and through owing debts.
Likewise, the trafficking for
forced labor utilizes many of the

‘same tactics. Types of labor not

only include' domestic servitude
and commercial work, but, also
the recruitment of child seldiers in
war zones, such as the Democratic
Republic of Congo.

Continued on Page 4

| State Debt
Reduction
Changes
Employee
Pensions

Tyler Talley
Staff Writer

Efforts to reduce Oklahoma’s
state debt were made through
the approval of legislation by the
Oklahoma Senate Pension Com-
mittee last week. !
~ The bill approved by the senate
will move newly hired state work-
ers from the established defined-
benefit pension plan, the Oklaho-
ma Public Employees Retirement
System (OPERS), to a retirement
system closer to a 401 (k)-style.

The author of SB 2120 and
(| chairman of the Senate Pensions
Committee, Sen. Rick Brinkley,
stated that the new bill would ap-
ply only to state employees hired
after Nov.1, 2015 and will not ap-
ply to teachers or hazardous duty
employees. '

lowering our. states pension li-
ability, but more must be done,”
Brinkley said to The Norman
Transcript. “Let me be very clear
- this piece of legislation does not
affect anyone currently employed
by the state. We believe that for us
to continue to attract the best and
the brightest, we must provide
the next generation of state em-
ployees a retirement system that is
reflective of their needs, allows an
employee to take their retirement
plan with them if they choose to
leave and prevents politicians and
bureaucrats from harming their
retirement, We have a responsi-
bility to our grandchildren to en-
sure they are not on the hook for
this liability years from now.”

Continued on Page 5

“We have made great strides in

e

: Photo prowded

Rachel Brocklehurst
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» Due to the decreasing amount
of the drug cocktail used in le-
thal-injections, lawmakers are
discussing efforts to bring gas
chambeérs and electric chairs into

penitentiaries as a_means of ex-
ecuting criminals whose crimes

| are equal to that of the capital of-

fense. -
Andrew Albright .works at Lhe
_Departmem of - Corrections  in

Lawmakers Discuss Execution Options

Utah and said, “What 1 would
say to a bystander or anyone who
compared the tactics of the lethal-
injection to Hitler’ tactics is that
they are comparing things that
should not even be compared.
They may seem similar, but they
are irrelevant to each other.”
Hitler’s tactics with- gas cham-
bers and the sorts were towards
‘people who were innocent and
had committed no’ crime, but
were executed because of their
religious beliefs or did not look a
certain way for Hitler’s liking. .

Continued on Page 5
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Flu Flles Across the State

File-This May 29, .2003 file photo shows a hospital worker wearing a mask é’uﬁng Toronto’s SARS outbreak at North York General
‘Hospital. Doctors’ waiting rooms can be germ-spreading locales, a new study says, suggesting healthy kids who go in for recom-
mended checkups and vaccinations can head home. with bugs that cause colds and flu. (AP Photo/The Canadian Press, Kevin
Frayer)

Continued on Page 3
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ADDISON TOSCANI
Computer Science -Sophomore

JA’VON HUGHES

“Probably five. Crime
and murder mysteries.”

Forensic Science/ Funeral Service -Senior

“On average 10 to 20. Ex-
treme Cheapskates, It's Al-
ways Sunny in Philadelphia.”

watch?

D.J. WILLIAMS
Forensic Science/ Psychology ~Junior

. “Sometimes I watch it a
lot because I don’t have
cable. I like scary movies.

SAM ALHARBI
Biomedlical Engineering- Sophomore

ny in _Philaﬂelphia.”

;]

“Pretty much six to seven
hours. It's Always Sun-

‘ CAMPUS,,
QUOTES

How Iman'y hours a week do you watch Netflix and what's your favorite thing to

JOSEPH WALLACE
Professional Selling -Sophomore

' “None. I don’t have'a
Netflix account. I watch
movies on my laptop.”

NADJA CAMPBELL
Nursing - Senior

“Probably about four.
This may sound silly,
but Attack on Titan.”

Proportional representation:

The only solution for real democracy

Recently, Oklahoma’ State Senate has been
considering a bill that would reform how the
state distributes its Electoral College votes
for presidential elections. SB 906 would add
Oklahoma’s support to a movement that
seeks to avoid a repeat of the 2000 Gore v.
Bush fiasco by awarding. electoral votes to
whichever candidate wins the national popu-

. lar vote.

However, this only further marginalizes
political minorities and aggravates the un-
derlying problem of the American political

system: winner-take-all elections. Oklahoma

must take reform to the next level and over-
haul our electoral system so that every per-
son is given a fair chance to be heard.

" The United States’ prides itself on being a
republic in which elected officials carry out
the will of the people, but history has proven

that this is no more than a theory. Two parties

dominate national and state politics across
the board, perpetuated by first-past-the-post
elections and gerrymandering by state legis-
latures.

While it is true that there are more than
two parties in this country, so-called “third
parties” are virtually powerless and in some
cases prove to be victims of their own suc-
cess. For example, Green Party candidate
Ralph Nader won a fairly impressive 2.9 mil-
lion votes in the 2000 presidential election,
but the controversial Florida recount led to
the media accusing him of “spoiling” the
election for Democrat Al Gore. Subsequent-
ly in 2004, the Green candidate received a
paltry 120,000 votes (just 4 percent of their

2000 results) and all minor parties and in-
dependents combined won only 1.2 nillion.

This is not because Americans feel ade-
quately represented by the Republican-Dem-
ocratic duopoly — far from it. A 2011 Gal-
lup poll revealed that a record 40 percent of

Americans now identify as independents, yet -
out of 535 national legislative delegates only

two are unaffiliated. It is therefore no coin-
cidence that Congresss_approval rating has
dipped as low as 9 percént in recent years.
Oklahoma is no exception to the rule. Ac-
cording to 2014 voter statistics, Republicans
make up about 43.2 percent of registered
voters, yet they control 72.4 percent of state

legislative seats.

‘Meanwhile, 44.8 percent of Oklahomans
who identify as Democrats are left with. the
remaining 27.8 percent and the 12 percent
who are registered as independents have ab-
solutely nothing. This is not democracy. It is
a sham.

Oklahoma must first loosen its notorious-
ly ‘stringent ballot access laws, which have

‘made it impossible for anyone outside of the

two main parties to appear on the presiden-
tial ballots.

Second, the state should abolish the single-
member voting districts that perpetuate this
poor representation. Under the current sys-
tem, 50.00001 percent of voters receive 100
percent of the power in a-district and may
impose their will as they please on the other
49.99999 percent. That is nothing more than
mob Tule and would cause Thomas Jefferson
to hang his head in shame.

In order to accommodate the views of ev-
ery Oklahoman, the legislature must enact
proportional representation. It is the only
sure-fire way to ensure that every voter is
heard in the formation of public policy. Un-
der this system, any and all able political
parties would select a number of candidates,
chosen in primary elections, and submit the
full list on the ballot for the general election.

On Election Day, Oklahoma voters would
be presented with a longer list of choices,
grouped together by party affiliation, and
would cast their ballots for their favorite can-
didate. The votes would be tallied and each
candidate’s results combined with those of
other party members.

Oé(aﬁoma is
no exceytion
to the rule.

Legislative seats would then be divided up
based upon each party’s percentage, meaning
the group that won 40 percent of total votes
cast would receive approximately 40 percent
representation. ' :

This could be done through multi-membe
districts or a statewide vote. The latter would
completely nullify the ability of political par-

Editorial by: Preston Drake

ties to redraw district borders to favor them-
selves.

Opponents claim that such a system with
so many options would confuse voters and
discourage participation. To suggest that the
average voter is too stupid to make sense
of more than two names on their ballot. is
downright insulting.

In fact, it is the two-party system that dis-
courages participation; why should an inde-
pendent even bother voting if his options are
limited to two people with whom he or she
does not agree? How many people would
want to go to a restaurant whose menu con-
sists of French fries and baked potatoes?

A more sensible argument against propor-
tional representation is that the inability to
form a majority could lead to unstable gov-
ernments reliant on inter-party coalitions, as
was the case recently in Belgium.

However, it cannot be reasonably said

that two-party politics are serving this na-
tion well. It is unhealthy to divide the people
across one line — liberal against conservative,
them against us. It is a civil war waiting to
happen. \
" Winner-take-all elections. encourage mob
rule, a system in which a narrow majority
reins supreme and the minority must suffer
in silence. Proportional representation allows
everyone to be heard and would unravel the
two-party system. AT

Oklahoma voters deserve a better choice
than the lesser of two evils, because the lesser
evil is still evil. -
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Oplnlon
THE BAME THE .JDLIRNEY, OR THE END OF .

NEWS

IT ALL By Brooks Nickel/

Everyone you know
is fading fast. And, that
isn’t cynical; it’s just
the truth. Every
heartbeat brings us
a little closer to
the end.

Outside of
52| Steve’s Ribs in

) Edmond I burned

w filter, my stomach

$/ still on fire from a

7 shot of Bacardi 151

and a hot link sandwich.

Three things I know to be
no good, but damn were they.

“I see a whole generation that refuses to
play the game, and I’'m afraid they’ll all get fucked over,”
a friend said to me. : _

I contemplated the justification of choosing not to play
* the game. Asphalt illustrated ideas of living for happiness
and casting aside monetary stipulations, societal stipula-
tions, and any stipulations on success that didn’t resonate
. deep in my bones.
" He argued that if you didn’t play the game, you were
~ destined to be an outlier. You were destined to be cold,
- hungry and more or less a failure in the eyes of those who
" label the vessels. He illustrated that as an outlier you prob-
ably wouldn’t implement change or ever reach a state of

 a cigarette to the -

All these things; my friend said, were fine and well, but
you had to accept that life. You had to be okay with not
being able to join friends for a glass of wine. Not being
able to court a lady because the contents of your wallet
didn’t allow for dessert, or a car, or a “home.”

I know his words were chosen carefully, and I know

~ that they came from a place of love, a place of concern. I

appreciate the wisdom, I truly do. .

My argument was that the game wasn’t anything that
concerned me. And, though I consider myself to be a
humanist, instituting change is not what I intend to do.
While my friend’s focus lied on the game. My focal point
was the journey.

I explained that what I felt I wanted was to go out and
find the human stories. I told him that I wanted to seek
out those tiny fibrous strands that seemingly connect us
through the chaos. I tried to convey the idea that.I didn’t
need money or a car or a “home.” Instead, what I really
needed was to experience.

What I really need is to be in love, cold, hungry, afraid,
sad and happy. I hope I’m right in that avenue. I hope that
I truly want these things with all my soul. And, I hope that
when the time comes I will be able to let go, to disconnect
from everything I've known.

Every person on this planet has a story. Every sentient
bemg has made different choices and has had distinctive

experiences.

My friend said that I would beconie an empty vessel.

That T would free up the cluttered space inside from my
own self so that I could fill it with the stories and experi-
ences of others.

I want nothing more than to share those experiences.
I want nothing more than to find happiness in the human
connection, and 1 hope that I am prepared to empty
myself.

These times are tough. The preparation to move into
the next phase of life can be weary and troublesome and
tiring and above all it can bring a duality of harrowing fear
and excitement. 3

Which is probably why I’m writing this through
labored breathing, through a panic induced fury of tears
and an mablhty to speak. But, I think that the clarity is

“slowly creepmg in.

. We left in separate cars and drove to separate homes
and slept in separate beds. I'm sure that we woke at dif-
ferent times and I know that we went to different jobs this
morning.

See, the paths are all different. My friend belleves in
the power and validity of playing the game, of not letting
those poscd to take advantage of you do so. Me, I believe
in the journey. I believe the experiences that are there if
you seek them. I don’t just want the ones that come. I want
to find as many as possible.

While we are on different paths, neither is right or
‘wrong. There is no less value in one road than the other.
You just have to realize that the only thing guaranteed in
life is the end. With that being said, go seek out what will
give your life a personal meaning. Go find your hiappiness,
whether it’s the game, the journey, or the end of it all.

Follow-me on Twitter @JbrookstgkeH

reverence, not until you were dead at least.

Students Helping Students with Taxes

Brittany McMillin

- The empty hall of the business
building slowly filled with students

preparing to complete their taxes,
~with  the help of the
Volun- * teer In-

come

Tax Assistance (VITA) program.
VITA is a program that practicum

students in accounting take part

in. The program is meant to allow
the students a hands-on experience
with tax returns and it has become

! beneficial for the general pubhc as

well.

“I have a lot of experience with
people,” said Diém Tran, senior in
accounting,

Dat Quach, a senior witha douhle

major. in accounting and finance,

said that the program is good for
getting hands-on experience: pre-
forming income tax returns.

"VITA will see’ those needing to
complete their income tax on Tues-
days and Thursdays from 2 to 4:30
P. 'm and on Saturdays frorn 8 am.
107 of the busmess bulldmg

The program is completely free

- and open to the public with an in- _

come tax limit of $58,000.
Dr. Mary Sheets is the professor
over the VITA program and is as-

VITA assists students and general

public fill out tax forms, like the one
shown to left. Photo by Quang. Pho,
The Vista.

sisted by other supervisors who
check the work done by the practi-
cum students.

“The new thing we are trying to

do this year is we have a website  [3

where you can do your own taxes,”
said Sheets.

The website allows students to
complete their taxes, look for their
refund and a link is supplied to the
FASFA website.

To get started, clients are first
asked to sign in on a table by the
classroom: Then, they are asked
to fill out an Intake/Interview and
Quality Review sheet.

After this is completed, the cli-

-ents are then directed to a practi-

cum student that can help. Lastly,

the work is reviewed many:times

before;taxes can be completed: -
“The group I'd like to see more

is the international students,” sald '

Sheets. :

She recommends that even if in-
ternational students do not make
any money, they should still file
taxes.

The practicum accounting stu-
dents take a minimum of three IRS
sponsored tests that begin with an

VITA is a program where practicum students in accounting gain ex-
perience helping others, students and general public, wrth tax re-
turns. Photo by Quang Pho, The Vista.

ethics test and moves to basic, tax

~  information test and then to ad-
“vanced. :

‘There are also other tests student
" can take to assist more clients. One

that Sheets believes to be important
is the foreign test, It allows students
to help foreign exchange students
file taxes.

To receive services, potennal cli-
ents are asked to bring all related

tax forms for 2013 and photo IDs

for all involved in tax returns. Also,
clients need to bring birthdates, so-
cial security, and receipts and other
documents that support deductible
Costs. :
International students will also

need to bring passports or a visa.

Flu Flies Across the State

Tutoring Cen_tral tutors

Olanrewaju Suleiman

srasssarssasarass

In the past few months, the flu virus has
rapidly spread across the state. Governor Fal-
lin believes that the flu will continue to spread

. through the state.

According to the state Health Department,
the flu has already killed 33 Oklahomans. An
additional 975 residents have been hospital-

- ized.

Margaret Smith, a registered nurse in Okla-

homa City, sees flu patients on a regular basis.
"“The flu is a very common thing,” she said.
“We get more patients than you would think,”

Smith believes that many people underesti-
mate how serious the flu can be.

- “Its no laughing matter,” she said. “The ﬂu
virus is very serious.”

Many of the flu victims are able to ‘go back
to their homes to recover. Smith has seen a few
that have had to stay hospitalized.

“It’s rare, but it can happen,” she said.

The flu season usually begins during the cold
winter months. However, many Oklahomans
contracted the flu as early as September.

UCO sophomore Kami Lee was one of those
people. She was not expecting to get the flu or
to get it that early.

“It was kind of weird when 1 went to the doc-
or,” she said. “I didn't think it was the flu, so
when they told me, I was kind of surprised.”

Lee did not think it was possible to get the
flu in October.

“I always thought that was something that
happened during the winter,” she said.

There are simple things that can be done to
prevent the flu, according to flu.gov. The most

common way is by getting a flu vaccination-

shiot, according to flu.gov.

The state health department recommends
anyone who is six months or older to get a flu
shot. On average it takes about two weeks for
the vaccination shot to take effect.

Smith understands that many people do not
want to be vaccinated.

- ‘1 know that a lot of people don' want to
get the shot,” she said. “But it really does help
when it comes to getting sick.”

The flu shot is not the only method of pre-
vention, according to flu.gov.

Flu.gov states that everyday precautions, like
washing your hands, could be useful in pro-
tecting against the flu virus, as well.

The flu season in Oklahoma is expected o
last until early spring.

For more information on the flu virus, visit
www.flu.gov.

Donate plasma today and earn up to

$300 a month!

Who knew | could éarn money,;
save lives, and get free wi-fi
at the same time?

716 NW 23rd St., Oklahoma City, OK 73103

GRE 405-521-9204 ¢

: ‘,;" ":_: Scan for an insider look at
- i"' the plasma donation process §

*Applicable forelngible, qualified new donors.
Fees vary by weight. New donors must bring photo I'O 5
proof of address and Social Security number, g

I LTl .

- CSLPlasma.com

' CSL Plasma '

Good for You. Groat for Life.

on American culture

Kanesha Brown

...............................................

Each semester Tutoring Central pro-

vides a service called Conversation Central
available to international students to help
improve their communication and social
skills,

“We go over slang, idioms, vocabulary,
just a bunch of different thing that is not

| typically taught in an English textbook;”

said UCO English writing tutor Taylor
Verkler.

Verkler said slang is one of the more dif-
ficult things for the international students
to learn.

“If they don't have that base knowledge
of our culture, then they're not going to
understand what we're saying and they'll
be confused,” Verkler said.

“T have cold feet,” was an example of
some of the many metaphors that inter-
national students are confused by because
they don't know the background meaning
of the phrase, Verkler said. &

The students meet diflerent types of
people and make friends with similar situ-
ations from other cultures through Con-
versation Central, Verkler said.-

The service is also open for international

students to ask questions concerning their
schoolwork when they don’t understand
the instructor. ;

“It’s a more relaxed environment, so they
feel more comfortable to ask those type of
questions,” said Verkler.

Conversation Central also holds discus--
sions about what behaviors that are accept-
able and unacceptable in certain environ-
ments.

“It’s always interesting to find out what

, is acceptable in their culture versus what .

is acceptable in our culture,” said Verkler.

Verkler also said they discuss the differ-
ent stereotypes in America versus the ones
in other cultures. R

Verkler said the advice she gives them is
to never be afraid to ask questions because
they are foreign and they don’t know things
that other Americans typically know.

She also recommends them to commu-
nicate with other Americans and not stay
confined to their own race so they can
learn better. -

“The only way they're going to learn is
by asking questions and communicating
and thats what they're for, is to learn to
communicate in English,” Verkler said.

Verkler said not only are the internation-
al students learning, but also she learns
from them about their cultures.

The English tutors normally
hold the discussions during
Conversation Central because
they are more able to explain
the batrier types, Verkler said.

According to the Tutoring
Central website on www.uco.
edu, Conversation ~Central
meets from 4 to 5 p.m. on Sun-
|" days and 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. on
Fridays in the Tutoring Central
Lab of West Hall. '

Left: American and inter-
national students pose for
a photo at Tutoring Central
on Feb. 18, 2014. Photo by
Kanesha Brown, The Vista.
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'The Reallty of Human Trafflckmg in the U.S.

Alexandro Cross, 5, carries a sign during a rally against human trafficking, Friday,

Feb. 14, 2014, in Miami. This event was part of the One Billion Rising for Justice, a
. worldwide event by supporters demanding the arrest of those who participate -in.

domestic, violence and human trafficking. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)

While the USSD’s Trafficking in Persons
Report points to the problem being far more
‘wide scale and commonplace outside of the
U.S., it is still a serious problem that plagues
. our country. The U.S. is considered a Tier 1
country, in Lhat the govemmem fully com-

plies with the standards of the Trafficking
Victims Protection Act passed in 2000.
Despite compliance with the standards,.
the problem remains as the report-describes
the U.S. as “a source, transit, and destination
country for men, women, and children—

both U.S. citizens and foreign nationals—
subjected to forced labor, debt bondage, in-
voluntary servitude, and sex trafficking.”

The report goes on to describe areas where
trafficking occur, “including in brothels,
massage parlors, street prostitution, hotel
services, hospitality, agriculture, manufac-
turing, janitorial services, construction,
health and elder care, and domestic service.”

Also mentioned in the report are the al-
legations of foreign diplomats subjecting
domestic servants into forced labor. In Dec.
2013, one such case came to light as Indian
Diplomat, Devyani Khobragade, was arrest-
ed in New York on charges of Visa fraud and
lying about the amount she pald in wages to
an employee.

According to Sangeeta Richard, Khobrag-
ade’s housekeeper, a contract was drawn up
for her employment to bé based on a $9.75
an hour wage for a 40 hour workweek. Rich-
ard states that she was later forced to sign
a second contract.that réduced her pay to
$3.30 an hour and that she often worked
more than 40 hours a week.

The USSD reporl hlghhghts the number
of active investigations by the Department
of Jusnce (DQO)) for the last year reported,
2012, at 753. 1mm1granon and Customs En-
forcement (ICE) reported 894 investigations,
and the FBI reported 306 pending mvesuga-
tions.

In 2012 the DOJ conwcted a total of 138

traffickers in cases involving forced labor,

sex trafficking of adults; and sex trafﬁcklng
of children.” Of those convictions, 105 were

" tied to sex trafficking, 33 for labor traffick-

ing, and certain cases were tied to both.

The report showcases some of the stories
behind the numbers, listing several cases: '

“Notable prosecutions involved defen-
dants who used violence and torture to hold
U.S. citizen, girls and women—including a
pregnant - woman—in prostitution in Ten-
nessee; defendants who held four eastern
European women in forced labor in massage
parlors and forced prostitution in Illinois; a
defendant who held four West African chil-
dren in forced labor as domestic servants in
Michigan; defendants who held Ukrainian
men and women in forced labor on clean-
ing crews in Pennsylvania; and defendants
who, in a 193-count indictment, are alleged
to have held victims with serious mental dis-
abilities in forced labor and forced prostitu-
tion in Florida and Pennsylvania.”

According to the humanitarian organiza-
tion, the Polaris Project, children are con-
sidered to be among the most vulnerable to
trafficking in the U.S. While it cites that it
is difficult to. gather specific data on’ child

- trafficking; the project does mention that
> the average age of entry into the commercial
. sex industry is 12 to 14 years old. Also men-

‘tioned is the National Center for Missing and

Exploited Childrens estimate that'.100,000
children a year are at risk of “bemg commer-
cial sexually exploited.” Nk

)

........................................................

. On Feb. 18, 2014, ADP and VSLC held a
* conference on human trafficking in the UCO
- W. Roger Webb Forensic Science Institute.

. The panel of experts include Lori Basey

of No Boundaries International (NBI), Mike

Snowden of the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcot-

ics (OBN), Sonja Martinez of Beautiful Dream
 Society (BDS), and Brian Bates of JohnTV.
. Basey described’ her work with NBI as at
(first focusing on ‘issues initernationally, but

after witnessing the level of prostitution in

Oklahoma City in 2011, the organization
“shifted its focus to helping locally. She de-
*scribed that the organization has since helped

provide clothes, food, and other ‘support to
victims in the metro.

~ Snowden spoke of his work with the OBN’s
" human trafficking task force, created in 2012,

that covers the entire state. In 2013 his unit
-made 132 arrests, which he described as be-

ing “about a third of those were Johns, about

a third of those were prostituted women, and
. about a third of those were pimps or traffick-
ers.”. o g

He went on to say that of the 132 arrests,

only five were human trafficking arrests, cit--

" ing the difficulty in proving the charge. He

- also mentioned that through his work, 15 traf-
il ﬁckmg victims were freed from their bondage, -
- and that the main focus of the taskforce is to
help the victims get the services they need in |

order to return to normal lives.
‘Martinez mentioned that' her orgamzauon

ik jhad its focus internationally at first, with the
< goal of helping victims in South Africa, but

have. dedicated more time helping locally
~ since in the last couple of years. Hér organi-
zation received certification for a human traf-
- ficking shelter in Oct. 2013, one of two in the
state, and that since then they have been able

" 'to’help 11 women and five children.

- Bates introduced himself as being the most

- controversial figure on the panel, mentioning

" his backgmund of 17 years of documenting

- acts of prostitution in Oklahoma City. He de-

. scribed his efforts to curb prostitution by vid-

: ', eotaping incidents, working with law enforce-
- ment, and tesufymg in court.

; . 'The conference started off with a short'
ae documentary showing video taken by Bate of . -
prostitution on the streets of Oklahoma City, -

specifically.on South Robinson St., and video
" taken from lo-_c;a[_news stations reporting on
prostitution and human trafficking.

Throughout the rest of the conference a va-
riety of topics were discussed, and the panel-
ists answered questions from the audience.

One of the main topics discussed through-
out were the different ways in which people
become victims of traffickers. Bates talked

. about the myth.of the glamorous prostitute,

or the “pretty woman” myth, saying that he

* believes that most of the women he sees don't

choose to be prostitutes.
He attributed the causes to include coercion

by predators that prey on women who are [

poor, with the promises of financial security,
_mentioning witnessing active recruitment by

pimps at local malls. He described how pimps
would bring along an attractive woman, who
was well dressed, and would seek to persuade

girls that they could share in a lavish lifestyle,
- only to put them on the streets.

He also described the types of men he’s seen §

soliciting sex over the years, describing wit- [

nessing the poor and the very wealthy, addmg
that he’s seen millionaires. :

Another issue Bates brought uip was drug §

addiction, saying that it can lead to prosti-
tution to support a person’s habit, and used
to keep them trapped. Martinez echoed this
point, and spoke of one of her organization’s
goals is to help women get away fmm sub-
starce abuse.

Martinez also discussed the psychology of
girls who are vulnerable to prostitution, say-

‘ing that they are often from broken houses,
-and traffickers prey upon their insecurities.

She said one of the biggest obstacles she sees

- when- trying to help, is the fear that women
have, and’that the first step to offering help |

is making them feel safe from their predators.

Another topic was the influence of the inter-
net in luring in victims. Snowden mentioned
that prostitution is less visible on the street,
due in part to outlets found online.

Taylor Dix, majoring in both Child Development.and Marriage and Family, speaks
to panelist Sonja Martinez after the human trafﬁckmg conference. Photo by Josh

Wallace.

He' talked about Facebook accounts law e

enforcement has in order to monitor prostitu-

. tion and solicitation. He also discussed other [

websites his unit tracks where ads are placed,
describing how he could place an ad and 15
minutes later people would be calling to so-
licit:

_ The discussions ended with questions from
the audience; which ranged from issues on

forcible marriage to a question on child sol- |

diers in Uganda. -
In addition to the conference, ADP will be

showing the film “Flesh,” a documentary on |

human trafficking, Feb. 20 from 3-10 p.m. at
the Radke Fine Arts Theatre in the Center for
Transformative Learning Building.

e

Brian Bates speaks with UCO student Essence Moore after the human trafffckfng

conference. Photo by Josh Wallace.

Survelllance Program Taps Into Dally Llfe

Leilei Chen

Staff Writer

" 'The U.S. surveillance program, called
_PRISM, is a clandestine mass electronic sur-
- veillance: dala«rmnmg program. It began in
+ 2007 by the National Security Agency.

For example, this program collects infor-
mation on some Internet companies like
Google, Facebook and Yahoo. They release
the users’ information and some priyate data
to help local police and federal agencies.

There was also information known as

“metadata.” It was a record of the most calls
~made in the U.S: In this program, they col-
lect the telephone number of the phones

-*"“2‘.—!'1“1‘,3 T

making and receiving the calls and how long
the calls last.

They also include collected communica-
tion records. As an NSAs software analysts,
they can see almost everything a user does
on their phone’s Internet, including emails,
social media posts, websites visited, ad-

- dresses typed into Google Maps, files sent

and more.
According to the latest news reported,

. “Freedom of information is too often sacri-

ficed to an overly broad and abusive inter-
pretation of national security needs, mark-
ing a disturbing retreat from democratic
practices,” RSF said in a press release.

Most groups strongly disagree with the
program because it violated the First and
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Fourth Amendment rights.

However, because of concerning the secu-
rity of government, there are different kinds
of restrictions of the freedom of press all
over the world. In late 2013 , Japan passed
a wide-reaching national security bill that
‘curbed journalists’ ability to investigate na-

tional issues, like nuclear power and rela- -

tions with the U.S.

Australia, Brazil, Canada, European

Union and other countries are all involved
in this program.

Lucas Zhao, a student with the both
America and China back ground said, “The
freedom of Chinese media is limited. If we
use the western principle to evaluate the
freedom in Chinese media, maybe it is no

freedom.”

He continued by saying, “In China, jour-
nalists will just choose the appropriate event
to report spontaneously. It just likes a vague
rule to restrict every journalist.”

“Although some people will call on the
freedom of media in some social media,
such as mini blog, the special national con-
dition decides the freedom of Chinese me-
dia is limited, Zhao said. ‘1 don't support
the press restriction. I feel there are someone
else steal my privacy, and I didn't feel it will
be more safe if govemment record citizen’s
calling history.”

Based on different points of view, the re-
strictions of the freedom of press will con-
tinue to be actompanied with controversy:.
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o \Undet" this bill, state employees attempt—

~ ingto change careers would have the opfion
' to take their retirement money after they
! leave\theweurrem place of ernployment in-

shore up our pension systerns SO we can pay ;

out the beneﬁts we have promlsed to.our Te-
tirees.”, * B R

The bt]i is opposedsb’gffh E}klahorna Pub-

lic Employees Association' (OPEA) and the
orgamzatlon aetwely protested outside the

at risk,” Frazier said.

Frazier added that the new bill also has the
potential to threaten the new employees that
it is intended to assist. ;

“A defined contribution plan puts all the
risk on the future employees. Most states
that have changed their retlrernent systems
have moved to cash balance and hybrid plans

NEWS B

State Debt Reductlon Changes Employee Pensmns ...contmued from page 1

liability of the pension systems,-it threatens -

the employees currently. enrolled or will en-
roll into OPERS and fails to address the im-
portant -issue of the liability created by the
Teachers Retirement System.
“OPERS is funded at 82 percent; “which by

industry standards is healthy,” Frazter said.-

“The unfunded liability of OPERS" i§"$1.6

) ‘_*matched by their employer
( '_ Mary Fallin (R) praised the commit-

actions last Monday in.a press release. .
e(f,ttatec‘l that the updated format. of the
an would attract ‘new hires with its

zanons dis
st pos

] _1es the. state"f:urrently faces.
: system as ~1t stands today is not finan-
aid *“Its’ 1mportant we

ume Y‘EI‘,-‘SI reasons for the organi-
roval of the bill, including the
o clirrent. ernployees retirees
anda Tack of p f proper study before the bill was

4 put into agl‘ton
i _“No actuarial study has BEerr"mmpleted
to determine t e contribution 1 Tate needed to

zier ltsted nutn

future retirees in the deﬁned benefit system

to help spread the risk across thousands .of
employees and the state,” Frazier said.
Frazier continued by saying, “The legisla-
tion also allows the state to reduce the.em-
ployer contribution level if funds are needed
' to-pay off‘the unfunded liability of the de-
 fined contribution plan, which-is unfair to

billion and will be paid off in 14 years. The
bulk of the state’s unfunded liability is'in the
Teachers Retirement System which' finded
at 57.2 percent with an unfunded llabthty of
$8.1 billion.” e

The legislation that passed the! Senate Pen-

pay off the unfiinded liability of the OPERS new employees.” 5-2 will not move to the full Senate for con-
system, puttlng e livelihood of current and Frazier concluded by stating that while sideration. -
the bill looks to protect the state from the : ¥ st

A0 T 1

'sions Committee last Tuesday by:.a:vote of

...+ . In the United States, 87

Executlon methods

In-more than 30 years of
enforcing capitol punlshment :

the lethal-injection is

an execution method
. designed for criminals
percent of all executions .~ who have committed a
"hlil. been'by lethal injection.. . capital crime,” Albright
joutions since 1976 said. “It is the most ‘hu-
. *Other: 17 mane’ way to execute
a person, compared to
‘other methods.”

Furthermore, it
stands alone from Hit-
ler’s tactics because if.
put in place for indiy
uals who are actng‘
guilty of a crime.

llﬁf{pcuﬂon.

Lathal injection; 1,182

: *Other methods: 11 gas chamber;
3 firing &quad; 3 hanging
SOURCE: nafty

t AP
Informaton G

. once. it¥va -whﬂe trials
.can go wrong and the

Graph by The Assocrared Press wron‘g; ; person ma)-' be
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falsely sentenced those chances are shm They are way less
ltkely to occur than Hitler’s method of killing millions of in-
nocént people,” Albright said.

“Somecne who has committed murder or multtple mur-
ders is not necessarily going to get a death sentence and be
put on death row to be executed.”

__ First, the court would have to get tests done to see if this

individual is in fact mentally unstable.
. “Furthermore, if they are guilty of the crime, they will most
llkt y'getlife m'prison,” Albright said. '
h ican Justice System does not have an automat-

1o ‘setitence for murderers to be executed just because they
*coinmttted murders themselves. ;

"if We Were to execute every time someone eornmm_ed
iifder, we would be executing people every week,” Albright
saté! “It would get very expensive, because the mix to make
" the: lethal-tn]eetton is not cheap.”

“There is not one specific crime someone would commit :
to get put in the gas chamber; in fact, the gas chamber is not -

a common form of execution in this century. Most states use

.. lethal- -injection.”

. “There is a shortage of lethal-injection drugs because it is

" a ‘cocktail’ of several drugs in one,” Albright said. “Also, it
s made in a,different country and sent over here for the use
of execuuc—n “for convlcted crtmmals who receive the death
: penalfy b :
Smce America is the only country who executes crimi-
: als the countries that create this ‘cocktail’ are becoming re-
e ‘_.-51stant ngusandmg us this ‘cocktail’ because they do not fully
agree w1l;h the way we are using it.”

Because America is the only country who executes crimi-

. nals, it’s a big reason why it is so hard to get the cocktail used
 for lethal-injection.
“We could try to list the different drugs that are put in the .

injection and mimic it,” Albright said.

Albright said it would be hard to get a supply of the dif-
ferent drugs and hard to continuously make it. It would be-
come very expensive and hard to create an endless supply.

“There is much talk over the death penalty and the meth-

'~ ods used to execute criminals,” Albright said. -

Albright said we are coming to the realization that the le-
thal-injection is hard to make and expensive.

“But, other methods are not necessarily easier or better ei-

ther,” Albrtght said.
Albright said there are numerous things that could go
wrong with other methods, such as the electrocution chairs

“and gas chambers.

“With electric chairs, parts can malfunctlon or it could be

- a stronger circuit than intended,” Albright said. “With the

gas chambers, too much of a dose can be given or the person
being executed can be in there for a while just suffocating
and not dying.”

“The difference between the cost of the lethal- 1njecnon and
the chamber is that the\injection is more expensive,” Albright
said. ‘

S

In this Sept. 9, 2010 file photo, Shar Lichty holds a -
sign that reads "Just say ‘no’ to state killing,” as she
stands during a gathering of protestors outside the
Washington State Penitentiary, in Walla Walla, Wash.
during the execution of Cal Coburn Brown for a 1991
murder. Gov. Jay Inslee announced Tuesday,. Feb__

11, 2074, that he is suspending the use of the death
penalty in Washington state, but the moratorium” '

. does not commute the sentences of people curi‘enﬁﬁx

condemned to death. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren, file)

uss_Executlon Options ... continued from page 1

b, (S




CLASSIFIEDS |

‘Now Hiring
~ Looking for an energetic teacher for our one year old classroom. If you
are interested in this position please apply at Ms. Felicia’s Blessed Ones
Childeare 1130 Chowning Avenue, Edmond, OK. No phone cailsplease.

. Help Wanted _
HANDY STUDENT. Lawn maintenance, painting, general maintenance
- and repairs. Will train. P/T near UCO. 641-0712.

Now Hiring
Become a distributor in the direct sale ofenergy. Energy Deregulation is
law.Now is the time to become an Energy.
Consultant.Call 405.474.7708.

'Help Wanted
~ Professional insurance and financial service office seeking a dynamic
individual for part-time position. The qualified individual needs to have a
positive attitude, excellent work ethic and be able to communicate effec-
tively with both clients and agent. Website experience helpful along with
excellent computer skills. For the right person, the position could evolve
into a full time position. $10-12.00/ hr.
E-mail resume to croberts@farmersagent.com

Central State Communlty Services
NOW HIRING FOR: DIRECT SUPPORT PROFESSIONAL

Seeking a dependable /flexible employee to work as a Direct Support Professional
(HTS)

Area: Edmond, OK

Starting pay is $7.70 - $8.35 per hour.

DSP’S provide residential services to individuals with developmental disabilities to
~ enhance daily living and social skills.

Benefits :
Paid Training
Direct Deposit

~ **Position available in the Edmond area for 10 hours per week
In the afternoons. :

Apply in person or send resume by mail or email to:
You may also visit us on our website at cscso.com to download an application

Central State Community Services
5005 N. Pennsylvania Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112

Email: aliddard@cscso.com

Office (405) 848-4107

Fax (405) 848-4175

! CARFOR SALE

“2006 Nissan Sentra, 91, 000 miles”,

EMPLOYMENT

Central State Community Services
NOW HIRING FOR: DIRECT SUPPORT PROFESSIONALS

Seeking a dependable {ﬂexlble employee to work as a Direct Support Pro-
fessional (HTS)

Area: OKC Metro Areas & Shawnee
Starting pay is $7.70 - $8.35 per hour.

DSP’S provide residential services to individuals with developmental disabili-
ties to enhance daily lwmg and social skills. :
Applicant must have a current vahd driver’s license.

Benefits offered include paid vacation/sick/personal time.

Enhanced pay for holidays. Health insurance with employer contrlbunon
401 K and direct deposit.- EOE -

Benefits

Paid Training
Overtime

. HMO

Company Vehicle or Mileage rﬂmbursement '
Direct Deposit

401 K

Advancement Opportunity

Enhanced pay rate for holidays

Positions available in the OKC Metro areas & Shawnee
Apply in person or send resume by mail or email .
You may also visit us on our website cscso.com to download an apphcatmn

Central State Community Services
5005 N. Pennsylvania Suite 100
Oklahoma City, OK 73112

Email: dshores@cscso.com

Phone (405) 848-4107

Fax (405) 848-4175

Now Hiring
Scott Cleaners located at 1042 E. 2nd Street in Edmond is h1r1ng The po-
sition is Monday through Friday 2:00pm-7:00pm and Saturday 745am- -
5:00pm. On the job training is provided, no experience necessary. Starting
pay for this position is $8.00/hr. Job duties include;
-customer service
-intake of garments """’
-mark in of garments
-attention to detail. -
-quality control
-money handling
-opening/closing procedures

“sales price': $5,900”, “phone contact: 214-

717-71074"
_ CROSSWORD

Across LR ) 11. Pretentious sort
- 1. Read the riot act to 15 - 12. Point of view
+ 8. Sluggish inactivity (pl.) dinss 13. Small horizontal rope between the

15. Treeless, grassy plain 19 shrouds of a sailing ship

16. Extraordinary 23 14. Rained hard?

17. Sandwich meats 27 ~ 21.___ sauce on s_teak.

18. Circular cluster of leaves & 24. Strawberry “seeds”

19. ___ Fargo, 4th largest U.S. bank 25. Bread-like fruitcakej

37 :
20. “Chicago” Iyricist 28. Group ?f eight
3 Gonafabric i * 29. Cylindrical farm structures
i 48
32. Aft
23. Flight data, briefly er expenses
>4 Bailiwicks 5 34. Big Apple inits.
: 56 5 59 36. Long-finned tuna
26. “Goahead!” (2 wds) = = : e
' 37. Suckerfish
27. Detachable container = =3 4 :
' 38. Metrical foot with two short syllables

28. Eighths of a circle
51. Egyptian Christian

30. “___ moment”
' 52. Kind of nerve
31. Wooden carving board
' 54. “Holdona___!”
33. Grunted, as a pig would
: 55. Pop
35. Forever
: 56. Conform to different conditions
37. Wicker material
58. View
40. Set apart for a special purpose
60. Ancient fertility goddess
44. Charlotte-to-Raleigh dir. {
61. Knock (hyphenated)

45. Leo French composer

62. First-rate
47. Courteney ___ of “Friends” :
63. Small holes with finely stitched
48. 1t holds a yard '
edges

50. Early iconic role for Madonna

s

* Down

and one long

1. Brushed toward the top of the head 39. Having a will

2. Annually elected magistrate of the ¢ 41. Wolfsbane, for one

ancient Roman Republic 42. Last layer of paint

3. Poem with three stanzas and an enyoy 43_ - Ranges

4. Iranian money 46. Sheen

5.°Kind of dealer 49. Kind of wave

6. “Rocky ___” Sl

53. Sagan of “Cosmos”
7. No-show '

55. Dietary, in ads
8. Muslim headdress

' <57, “HarpenValley -t
9. “Walking on Thin Ice” singer ‘
) 59. Be worthwhile
10. Deteriorate :
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Opinion

Sports, and the Olympics especially, are all
about the emotional moments.

‘They are what everybody tunes into.

Whether it is. Michael Phelps setting a
medal record, somebody winning their first
medal, or in this case, Bode Miller winning a
medal for his deceased brother, these sports
provided stories are the greatest aspect.

1 love the competition, but a good back-
story makes it even better.

Sometimes though, these’ moments can
be forced and they do not come off as well
as they should. Journalists sometime try to
make emotional stories out of something and
it becomes weird.

Men’s Golf

Journalist Christin Cooper is a prime ex-
ample of ‘trying to force; an emotional mo-
ment. United States skier Bode Miller had

just one his first medal of the Olympics after .

disappointing in the other events he has been
in. - He won. the medal for his late brother,
which was one of those emotional moments
and we did not need more. Yet, we got more
and it felt uncomfortable.

One question was probably enough from
Cooper about his brother. He was already

emotional and that first question was enough

for me.

Cooper, however, continued to ask about
his brother until he eventually and under-
standably broke down in tears. The emotion
was no longer natural and felt robotic instead.

Cooper tried to push too hard for a great
moment out of what was already a spectacu-
lar moment in sports. She just kept prying
and prying and it ruined the moment.

1 commend Miller for his tweet about the
situation and 1 understand what he is saying.
As a journalist, she was just doing her job
of getting the story. At some point, though,
_there is that line ethically that should not be
crossed and it is different for everyone. That
line, from my perspective, was crossed'when
she went on and on with the questions.

Was the emotion worth the result? In this

Reporters hold out their audio recorders as they talk to United States’ Bode Miller,

_right, accompanied by a press attaché’, left, after he completed the second run of the
men’s.giant sfalom at the Sochi 2014 Winter Olympics, Wednesday, Feb. 19, 2014, in
Krasnaya Polyana, Russia. (AP Photo/Gero Breloer)

case [ say, no, it 'was not.
The only bright side for Cooper in this situ-
ation was that she realized she had gone too -

'thterell-y Sports: Prymg too hard for 8 story

things better.
Hopefully, this will be a learning experi-
ence for her and next time she will notice the

She tried to comfort Miller and make l_it_le in the snow and stay behind it.

Sochi Winter Olympics

UCO finishes third in opener

SAN ANTONIO, Texas (Feb. 18) -

Tuesday.

The Brohchos shot a closing 302 to finish three trips around the TPC San Antonio
Canyons Golf Course with a 905 total. St. Edward’s won the 15-team event at 895, fol-
lowed by Lee (897), UCO and Midwestern (905) and Oklahoma Christian (906).

Helms’ final-round 72 gave him a 224 total, good for a 12th-place tie in the individual
standings. The Bronchos also got a 76 from Landon Morgan, while Chris Muriana and

Eric Kline shot 77 and Russ Purser 78.

UCO also had two players-comipete as individuals, with Joby Gray shooting a closing
74 and Logan Gray a 77. Logan Gray finished 17th in the medalist race with a 225 total.
The Bronchos don't return to action until going to Poway, Calif. March 10-11 for the

64th Annual SoCal Invitational.

Matt Helms fired an even-par 72 to lead Central
Oklahoma to a third-place ﬁmsh in the season-opening San Antonio Shootout here

Bronchosports.com
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Left: USA goaltender Jonathan Quick looks up form the ice as both Team USA and Team Czech Republic cause a loose puck o‘unng the third period of men’s quarterfma!
hockey game in Shayba Arena at the 2014 Winter O;‘ymp.fcs Wednesday, Feb. 19, 2014, in Sochi, Russia. USA defeated rhe Czech Republic 5-2. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum) ;
Top Right: Meghan Duggan of the Untied States celebrates Monique Lamoureux’s goal as the puck slides under Goa.-‘keeper Florence Schelling of Switzerland during -

the second period of the 2014 Winter Olympics women’s ice hockey game at Shayba Arena, Monday, Feb. 10, 2014, in Sochi, Russia. USA defeated Switzerland 9-0. (AP
Photo/Matt Slocum) Bottom Right: Team USA skip John Shuster delivers the rocks dur- DTS . 3 5
ing men’s curling training at the 2014 Winter Olympics, Saturday, Feb. 8, 2014, in Sochi,

Russia. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)

Upcommg Broncho Games

F_nda_y :

@alltterell729

Follow th_e Vlsta sports wrlters on

Twltter
@lemon rlcl(

_ @gli_-_lohnsonm :

_Softball Vs Tarleton State Unwersuy in San Antonio, Texas 10:00 a. m._
~ Baseball at Emporia State University 1:00 p.m. :

_;_ ._ s _ Women’s Tennis vs Cowley County Community College 1:30 p.m.

~ Saturday
N e 0 e

Softball vs Rogers State Umvermty in San Antonio, Texas 2:00 pm.
Softball vs Mldweslern State University in San Antomo Texas

Baseball at Empona State University 1 00 p.m.

Women’s Basketball vs Northeastern State University 1:30 p.m.
Softball at St. Mary’s University 2:00 p.m.

Baseball at Emporia State University 3: 00 p.m.

Sunday
© oo 10:00 a.m.

Men’s Basketball vs Northeastem State University 3:30 p.m.
Softball vs Eastern New Mexico Umvemty in San Antomo Texas

Baseball at Emporia State University 12: 00 p.m.

Women’s Tennis at Fast Central Umversuy 1:00 p.m.

g
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1.1 South Broadway
- Downtown Edmond

- 405-341-5414

| ssnvme BREAKFAST AND LUNcH
6AM-2PM TUESDAY THROUGH SUNDAY

JUST FOUR BLOCKS WEST OF THE
UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL OKLAHOMA!
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Basehall

4 7 Semor p:tcher Kyr'ar Trumbla pftches during I‘he Sprmg 2013 season. Photo by stta

Bronchos

Rick Lemon .

Sports Reporter

UCO Baseball has started hot this season,
sweeping the first home series of the season
and now looks to dupllcate that success on
| the road.

This Friday they will travel to Empona
Kans. to take on the Homnets in their first
Mid-American Intercollegiate Athletic Asso-
ciation games of the year.".

4 dart boards
lshufﬂeboard

tors, but most striking is the offense to begin

this season. Across the three game series, the

| Bronchos played against University of Arkan-

| sas- Fort Smith, UCO was able to score a to-
| tal of 37 runs to the Lions’ eight.

Leading the Bronchos, both with five RBIs,

known throughout. their careers at UCO as
| offensive catalysts and look to be starting
| strong again this season.

What's impressive about the Bronchos of-
fense through the first series is some of their
batting efficiency numbers.

Through the admittedly small sample size,
the Bronchos still have five batters with a bat-
ting average of .500 or better.

As fantastic as the offense has been, the

ing. The starting pitching of Landon Hallam,
Mason Justice and Ricky Reeves all look in

Softball

WEDN SDAYS_

LadiesgNight'

IIHURSDAY.S
#Mens|Night!
BGAPooliTournament

7:30pMm

Austin Litterell

Sports Reporter

The Bronchos softball team will continue
their dauntingly early season schedule this
week.

UCO has currently been to Las Vegas and
Arkansas in two different tournaments this
year. The Bronchos will have another road
trip this week, as well. They will travel to San
Antonio.

It has been an up-and- dcwn season so far
for the Bronchos. After starting the season
0-3, they have traded victories, but have got
into a thythm recently. -

UCO'is COIElng into this tournament with

BGA PooliiTournament

S sas and won their last three games to move

5 p m over 500 on the season. UCO now has a 6-5
record through the first 11 games this year.

Pitchers Kalynn Schrock and Amanda Mc-
| Clelland finished strong on the mound as

| over the University of Minnesota-Deluth.
uco wﬂl play five more games in a three-

1109)S" Broadway

The hot start can be attributed to many fac-

IR | is Matt Johnson and Cesar Wong. The third .
» z" B g : baseman and shortstop ‘senior duo. has been-

Bronchos defense has shown that they are
| up to the test, as well, especially the pitch-

some confidence. UCO went 4-2 in Arkan-

McClelland dominated Ouachita Baptist and -
| Schrock went the distance in a 5-3 victory -

Iookto

_duplicate su_ccess-
|as they hit the road

mid-season form already and thromng deep
into each of their games.

As far ‘as the Bronchos' next opponem is
concerned, Emporia State looks to be the
Bronchos' first real challenge.

The Hornets were able to sweep their first
three home games, just like the Bronchos,
but not quite in such a dominating way. :

After winning a shootout '11-7 against

Southwest Minnesota State to start the year,
it took some late game heroics from the Hor-
nets to win' their next two in come-from- be
hind fashion.
. In probably one of the most dramatic
games so far this season in the MIAA, the
Hornets were able to hold. off a. monumen-
tal comeback effort by the Missouri Western
Griffons in the eighth inning to' eventually
win the game 10-9 in 10 innings.

Emporia state had held a comfortable 7-1
lead on the Griffons, going into.the top of the
eighth inning.

The Griffons, however, were not going to
lay down, as they exploded: for seven runs
that i lnmng and one more in the ninth to take
the game to extra innings.

However, the comeback was stopped there
when the Griffons stranded two runners on
the bases and failed to score in the tenth.

The Bronchos start their four game series
with the Hornets Fnday aftemoon at1lpm.
in Emporia.

UCO% next home game is Feb. 28; as the.
Bronchos start their series with Washburn
University at Wendell Simmons Field.

Softball travels to San
Antonio for their third
tournament this season

day span staring Friday and going through
Sunday. They will open up against Tarleton
State University.

Tarleton State has also had a ro]ler coaster
of a season, coming into this game with a 7-6

“tecord. ‘The Texans are picked to finish fifth

in UCOS old conference, The Lone Star Con—
ference.

UCO will need to be more consistent if
they want to come out with a victory and
have success in San Antonio.

For the most part, the bats have been just

 that, so far. The Bronchds havé been strong

with the bat this season with an impressive
.345 team average. Eight players are current-
ly batting over .300 early on. UCO is aver-
aging over five runs per game this year so,
besides;afew games, the offense has worked.
The pnchmg has also come on strong; as of
late. Both starters have an earned run aver-
age and have given up just six runs in the
past three games. If UCO can continue their
recent play, they should do well in Texas.
. After Tarleton State, the Bronchos will play
Rogers State, Midwestern State, a rematch
with St. Mary’s, and finish off with Eastern
New Mexico.

Edmond

Correr:.tlon from Spons feature in Feb 18, 2014 issue: Chelsea Hawkins is an Edmond .
Resident but does not attend school at the'flnwersuy of Central Oklahoma.
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