
According to the Rape, Abuse and Incest National Network, there are approximately 23Z 868 victims of sexual as-
sulat every year, most of which are college-aged. Photo by Aliki Dyer, The Vista. 

UNDER CONSTRUCTION Student loans 
colild impact 
U.S. taxpayers 

Olanrewaju Suleiman 

Staff Writer 

Student loans have become a part of the majority of col-
lege students' lives. They are taken out to pay tuition, fees, 
books and anything else that a student might need. 

Many students get help from their parents and relatives. 
The amount of student loans having to be taken out can put 
a strain on both the students and parents. 

A new study from ProPublica and the Chronicle of Higher 
Education has shown that student loans are beginning to af-
fect taxpayers, as well. 

The study focuses on the Parent Plus Program. It allows 
parents to take out as many loans as needed to pay for their 
child's education. 

The.controversy surrounding the program deals with it ac-
cepting people, regardless of their income or whether they 
can pay the loans back or not. It has put numerous families 
thousands of dollars in debt. 

The study showed that there is -over $60 billion in out-
standing debt from the Parents Plus Program. The average 
participant owes about $20,000. 

'Graduate student Julia Newberry has never heard of the 
program, but understands how student loans can be stress-
ful for families. 

"If it wasn't for student .loans, I wouldn't be able to go to 
school," she said. 

Her parents have paid for the majority of her education. 
, "I-have a job, but I don't make enough," she said. "So my 

parents help me pay for most of it." 
Newberry's family has done what they can to foot the bill 

for her education. 
."My parents are awesome," she said. "I don't think I can 

th4nk them enough." 
Newberry has also made adjustments to her life to pay for 

her education. 
"I went to a smaller school where the cost for everything 

was a lot cheaper, so I knew coming to UCO for grad school 
would cost more," she said. "I live at home. It's a great way 
to save money" 

At the end of her graduate education, her hope is to find a 
job that will aid her in paying off her loans. 

"Right now I work an hourly job," she said. "My goal is to 
get a real job and start paying off what I owe." 

The study showed that the Education Department has 
considered closing the Parents Plus Program after many par-
ticipants say they will never be able to pay it all back. 

Many of them ask for reforms to limit the amount that is 
able to be borrowed by parents and family members. 

Because of the fact that the program is government fund-
ed, if the loans are not paid back, the money from taxes pays 
it instead. This helps the government recoup their cost at the 
expense of the taxpayers. 

The United States Education Department plans to contin-
ue their reforms on loans to help ease the burden of students 
and parents who have taken them out. 
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ON CAM PUS 
The Hidden Realities of Collegiate Sexual Assaults 

By: SEAN TOLBERT 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 

While the number of reported sex crimes at many Okla-
homa universities is on the decline, students should be 
aware of how often sexual assault goes unreported. 

Statistics released to the U.S. Department of Education 
by the University of Central Oklahoma, Oklahoma State 
University and the University of Oklahoma all show a drop 
in the number of reported sexual assaults against students 
over the last four years. 

A comparison between the three major state universities 
showed that each school recorded their highest number of 
reported sexual offenses in the 2011 calendar year, with a 
total of 28 recorded— 13 of which were reported to have 
occurred at OU alone. Yet, when compared to relevant sta-
tistics over a variety of categories, such relatively low num-
bers may not be indicative of the true number of sexual 
assaults that are occurring. 

According to The Rape, Abuse and Incest National Net-
work (RAINN), there are approximately 237,868 victims 
of sexual assault every year, 80 percent of which are wom-
en under the age of 30; a statistic particularly relevant to 
the approximately 155,000 females currently estimated to 
be enrolled in state colleges by the Oklahoma State Re-
gents for Higher Education. 

Sexual Assault Advocate Katherine Kautz said, while 
a visible decline in the number of reported sex crimes at 
universities' may lead people to assume fewer assaults are 
occurring, the reality is that these numbers are not likely 
to reflect what is actually taking place. 

"Sex crimes occur far, far more than what is reported," 
she said. 

See Sexual Assault 
on Page 5 

WIDHA OAUTAM 
CONTRIBUTING V,VRITER 

The University of Central Oklaho-
ma began a 15-month construction 
project for an on-campus residence 
hall with a pre-construction meeting 
April 3 to meet market demand at 
UCO for new student housing. 

The co-ed residence hall to be 
built on East Hall Field, located 
east of Buddy's cafeteria, has a to-
tal project budget cost of $28 mil-
lion. It will cover 120 thousand sq. 
feet. The 440-bed project, which 
received approval by UCO Board of 
Regents in January 2012, will open 
August 2015 with registrations start-
ing April 2015. 

"This will be the single largest 
construction project done at UCO," 
said Executive Director of Business 
Enterprises at UCO Housing and 
Dining Josh Overocker. While struc-
tures like the Nigh. University Cen-
ter and Max Chambers Library are 
bigger in area, the buildings were 
built in multiple phases. 

University Architect and Director 
of UCO Architectural and Engineer-
ing Services David Stapleton said, 
"The next largest academic project 
would be the Forensic Science 
Institute at 

See More Construction 
Pictures on Page 4 

Photo by Quang 
Pho, The Vista. 

$12 million. From an area prospec-
tive, the next largest project would 
be the Wantland Stadium improve-
ments projects." 

Though the area has been fen,..ed 
off, the construction is expected 
to create noise and distractions for 
nearby buildings such as Business, 
West Hall and Buddy's. 

"We'll apologize ahead of time," 
Overocker said "We're going to do 
what we can to not make it too dis-
ruptive, but at the same time, we 
can't build a building without hav-
ing some noise." 

Stapleton said that managing 
traffic on Ayers Street might also 
prove to be a challenge as the proj-
ect progresses. Construction access 
will range from Chowning Street to 
Ayers Street. At times, traffic may 
have to be diverted to accommodate 
equipment and material delivery 

"It's still very early in the construc-
tion phase.," said Overocker "We'll 
be beginning more work in a week 
or two." After moving trees and 
dirt around, they will begin digging 
down into the ground for a tornado 
shelter. 

"Housing sits as an auxil-
iary unit, so we have to fund 

ourselves," said Overocker 
"We've done a business 

plan from the very be-
ginning on it and we 

expect that this will 
be a project that will 
pay for 
i t - 

self. We have bonds and that's ba-
sically a more complex version of 
a home mortgage. So, I'm going to 
have to pay the principle and inter-
est for the bonds for the next 30 
years." 

Residence fees will be determined 
accordingly. . 

East Hall Field was the ground for 
East Hall, a male residence hall from .  

1962 to the early 2000s when thtiti.` 
building was torn down because of, 
deteriorating value. 

It currently serves as an open field 
on campus, commonly used for in-
tramural sports and campus events 
like Holi and several stampede week 
activities. Overocker expects that 
such events will be moved to other 
spaces on campus including Plun-
kett Park and the front area of Ham-
ilton Field house. 

"It requires some of our groups 
to think a little differently about 
how they've done things," Overock-
er said. "But I'm a believer that some 
of that change can be exciting." 

Flexibility is a focus of the build-
ing's design. The hall will incorpo-
rate a blend of the sense of com-
munity prevalent in West and 
Murdough Halls, the basic single-
scale dormitories and the privacy 
available at the more expensive Uni-
versity Suites. 

"Our expectation is what works 
in 2015, when it opens won't work 
75 years down the road," Overocker 

said "We're building a 
75-year hall." 

• 



ASHLEY LABAT 
Psychology/Criminal Justice - Sophomore 

AJA ROBERTS-BOWMAN 
interndtional Business - Junior 
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BARRY RICKETTS 
Industrial Safety - Sophomore 

If it was socially acceptable, would you wear a cape on campus? Why or why not? 

"Yes, being different, get- 
ting to do your own 

thing, letting the wind 
blow into it, have fun" 

KAITLYN CREAGER 
Undecided - Freshman 

"Yes, why not?"  "Oh yeah, it would have to 
be bronze and blue of course. 
I would wear it around cam- 

pus trying to get kids to 
take pride in their school." 

CAMI 
Public Relations - Se lior 

"Everyday because look at 
people who wear capes, su- 
perman, darthvader. The 

list goes on and on." 

"Absolutely, I mean it's 
a cape. Why not?" 

"Of course. Well I am always 
wearing an invisible cape so 

being able to wear it out in the 
open would make things easier." 

CAMPUS CARTOON 
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OPINION 

THE VISTA 
100 North University Drive 

Edmond, OK 73034 
(405)974-5549 

vistauco@gmail. corn 

CAMPUS 1111 
QUOTES 1.1. 

The Vista is published as a newspaper and public forum by 
UCO students, semiweekly during the academic year except 
exam and holiday periods, and only on Wednesdays during 

the summer, at the University of Central Oklahoma. The issue 
price is free for the first copy and $1 for each additional copy 

obtained. 

EDITORIALS 
Opinion columns, editorial cartoons, reviews and commentaries 

represent the views of the writer or artist and not necessarily 
the views of The Vista Editorial Board, the Department of Mass 

Communication, UCO or the Board of Regents of Oklahoma 
Colleges. The Vista is not an official medium of expression for 

the Regents or UCO. 

LETTERS 
The Vista encourages letters to the editor. Letters should ad- 

dress issues and ideas, not personalities. Letters must be typed, 
double-spaced, with a maximum of 250 words, and must 

include the author's printed name, title, major, classification and 
phone number:Letters are subject to editing for libel, clarity and 
space, or to eliminate statements of questionable taste. The Vista 

reserves the right not to publish submitted letters. 

Address letters to: 	 '44 

Editor, The Vista, 100 N. University Dr., Edmond, OK 73034- 
5209, or deliver in person to the editor in the Conununications Build- 

ing, Room 131. Letters can be emailed to vistauco aCg maiLcom. 

On March 8, a, Boeing 777 from 
Malaysia Airlines lost contact with 
air traffic control near Kuala Lump-
er and one month later this event is 
still breaking news on CNN, NBC, 
FOX and countless other main-
stream news outlets. Even if it is not 
the top story on the TV broadcast, 
the search effort is still one of the 
first stories on their home page. 
TheSe reporters and anchors need 
to take a deep breath and consider 
the last month. 

After all of the conspiracy theo-
ries and intense, around-the-clock 
coverage, the media has beaten this 
horse to an early death and kept on 
beating. This • story is unusual and 
definitely worth keeping an eye on 
and updating occasionally. Planes 
do not disappear every day, espe-
cially big jets, but this frenzy has 
taken up the entire media for an en-
tire month. 

In 2010, when a Polish Tu-54 
crashed near Smolensk, Russia, 96 
people died, most of which were 
members of the Polish government, 
including the President, 18 Parlia-
mentary members and numerous 
military leaders. One of America's 
NATO allies lost its heads of state 
and military on Russian soil and 
this still did not get nearly the same 
amount of coverage or conspiracy 
theories as Flight 370. 

And the conspiracy theories are 
taking up airtime too! Everything 
from Muslim hijackers to black 
holes to something about Lost has 
been thrown around by national an-
chors like Don Lemon, Ed Schultz 
and Eric Bolling. It shows that our 
national media is either too lazy to 
find more real news to fill their 24-
hour news cycle or they have some 
reason to fill the air with inane spec- 

ulation. 
Some anchors have generally 

taken a higher road. As Chris Hayes 
said, the media's job "is not to fill 
the air by telling bedtime stories." 

Jon Stewart, host of The Daily 
Show, aired an episode lambasting 
the overhyped coverage of the miss-
ing plane. When a comedian is able 
to get more laughs out of footage of 
news media than he can from most 
of his jokes, it is fair to say that our 
media has lost a lot of integrity in 
recent years. 

The disappearance of Flight 370 
is newsworthy, of course, but it 
should not be the headline almost 
every day for an entire month. At 
most, the story called for an update 
every few days and limited discus-
sions by talk show personalities. 
There are other things happening in 
the world. 

Ukraine continues to toe the line 
of civil war, Russia is still trying to 
take control of Crimea, Syria and 
South Sudan are still fighting civil 
wars, NSA leaker Edward Snowden 
is still out there and so much more .  

There is no shortage of newsworthy 
stories these days but mainstream 
news media insists on clogging the 
air with insubstantial fluff. 

It is time to move on from Flight 
370. If the wreckage is found or a 
real conspiracy unearthed, an up-
date would be nice. However, idle 
speculation is not news and even 
though it is finally beginning to 
wind down, a lesson needs to be 
learned. By definition, news media 
must report news. Feeding specula-
tion is not involved in the free press 
envisioned by John Zenger and 
Benjamin Franklin and American 
media's growing tendency to banter 
instead of report is embarrassing. 
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MEMBERS 

ONLY FRIDAY 
PRE 	

APRIL liTH SALE  FOAM-6PM 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
SATURDAY SUNDAY 
APRIL 12TH 	APRIL 13TH 
10AM-6PM 	12PM-6PM 

EDMOND, MAMMA 
UNIVEPIITY AND AYERS 
CHAMBERS LIBRARY BASEMENT 

Join the Friends of Chambers Library at the door for as little as $10 
for students to attend the presale and receive a free tote bag! 

CSLPIasma.com  CSL Plasma 
Good for You. Great for Life. 

Donate plasma today and earn up to 

Who knew I could earn money, 
save lives, and get free wi-fi 
at the same time? 

716 NW 23rd St., Oklahoma City, OK 73103 

405-521-9204 
Scan for an insider look at 
the plasma donation process 
To scan and view content, you must download 
a QR code reader from your App store, 

*Applicable for eligible, qualified new donors. 
Fees vary by weight. New donors must bring photo ID, 
proof of address and Social Security number. 
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NEWS 
Opinion 
UNEDUCATED OKLAHOMA 

	 By Brooks Nickell 

I read the other day that 
, Oklahoma sits at number 

\ 48 regarding quality 
of education. That 
does not particu- 
larly shock and 
awe me. I could 
have paid more 
attention in high 
school. It's a story 
many kids take 

part in; inattentive 
students and under-

paid teachers. 
I've been catching 

up ever since, teaching myself 
what I needed in order to be at the same class-

room performance level as the respected norm. 
.This conversation is a tired one. To many, the battle to 

improve education has been fought time and time again. 
It's been taken to the steps of the Oklahoma capitol and the 
statistics presented and protested. 

Often you hear a multifaceted argument, but the typi-
cal avenues of blame come from similar areas. Students 
that could have performed better, blame the teachers. The 
teachers that could have performed better, blame the stu-
dents. 

The teachers that know the system's broken, fight tooth 

and nail to give students the best possible future, while the 
state of Oklahoma slashes the education budget and says, 
"Good luck!" 

The burning question to me, the elephant in the room so 
to say, is why cut your education budget at all? And, on top 
of that, why cut your education budget when your state 
does so poorly at educating? Doesn't make much sense to 
me. 

But, that's what Oklahoma has done. How about Gov. 
Fallin's FY 2014 budget suggesting a $50 million increase 
for Common Education, reducing funding for Higher Edu-
cation by $49 million? 

To me, it looks like the state is robbing Peter to pay Paul 
and then slapping Paul in the back of the head and taking 
all his shit. 

In 2014, common education stands to receive the lowest 
share of the state budget since 2000. So, there's hope right? 

Let me change speed here. Let's talk about civic engage-
ment, another one of Oklahoma's strong points. Scrape the 
bottom of the barrel when you're looking for voter turnout. 

Did you find Oklahoma, no? You might need to turn that 
barrel over. Oklahoma is smashed underneath it. In 2012, 
we ranked 49 in voter turnout. In case you didn't know, 
that's number 49 out of 50. 

See, it's a vicious cycle. Education allows for broadened 
horizons and has been proven time and time again to dras-
tically improve civic engagement. An educated populace 
equals a voting one. 

So, there should be no surprise that such a large amount 
of our citizens don't vote. Ballads are hard to read. 

I'm not usually.one to focus on all the negatives, but it 
seems like the only positive things I hear about Oklahoma 
anymore are how strong we. unite after tornadoes or how 
we ran Westboro Baptist church out of Moore. Congratula-
tions. 

I'm proud to be from Oklahoma. I'm proud to be from 
the small town of Davenport. But, I'm ashamed of our state 
government's approach to education. And, I'm ashamed 
that such a large number of our population lacks the edu-
cation, know how, or desire to make a change. 

It really doesn't matter if you are and advocate for tradi-
tional education or not. The fact is this: education leads to 
expansion of ones self through the examination of others 
points of view and ideals. 

I can't support my closing statement with any facts, but I 
will say that I believe it makes perfect sense. 

The easiest way to control people, to enslave them, is to 
take away their ability to read and write. Ensure they can't 
vote and then pass all the legislation you'd like. 

Don't believe me? Pick up a history book. 

"Knowledge makes a man unfit to be a slave." 
-Frederick Douglass- 

Follow me on Twitter @JbrooksNickell 

Farsi: Not Your Typical Foreign Language Course • • • • • • • • • • 

the development of Iranian lan-
guages: old, middle, and modern. 
Avestan and Old Persian represent 
Old Iranian. 

"Avestan, spoken in the north-
east of ancient Persia, is the lan-
guage of the Avesta, the sacred 
scriptures of Zoroastrianism," 
Bina said. "Except for this scrip-
tural use, Avestan died out centu-
ries before the advent of Islam." 

Old Persian is recorded in the 
southwest in cuneiform inscrip-
tions of the Persian kings of the 
Achaemenid dynasty, notably 
Darius I and Xerxes I. Old Persian 
and Avestan have close affinity 
with Sanskrit. 

Rachel Brockelhurst 

StaffWriter 

Most people know Spanish or French, but 
not very, many know Farsi. Farsi, formerly 
Persian, is one of the Iranian branches of 
Indo-European language. 

"The Persian language has been written 
with a number of different scripts, includ-
ing the Old Persian Cuneiform, Pahlavi, 
Aramaic, and Avestan, Cyrillic, and Latin 
alphabets," s.':d criminal justice major Mary-

- am Bina. 'After the Islamic conquest of the 
Persian Sasanian Empyrean 642 AD, Arabic 
became the language f government:culture 
and especially religion." 

Modern Persian appeared during the ninth 
century. It is written in a version of the Ara-
bic script and is full words of Arabic origin. 
There are also two methods of writing Per- 

sian with the Latin alphabet. 
"Under Mongolian and Turkish rulers, 

Persian was adopted as the language of gov-
ernment in Turkey, central Asia and India, 
where it was used for centuries and until af-
ter 1900 in Kashmir," Bina said. 

Not only is it the language of Iran, accord-
ing to www.farsinet.com , over 40 million 
Farsi speakers, about 60 percent of Iran's 
population, and about two million Dan Per-
sian speakers are in Pakistan. 

There are also a significant number of 
speakers in many other countries, including 
Uzbekistan, Bahrain, Iraq, Irael, Turkmeni-
stan, Oman, Yemen, the UAE, Afghanistan, 
in an ancient form of Tajikistan, and the 
Pamir Mountain region. In Afghanistan, Per-
sian is known as Dari or Dari-Persian, while 
in Tajikistan, it's known as Tajiki. 

"It is mostly similar to Arabic," Bina said. 
Three phases may be distinguished in 

The photo features criminal justice ma-
jor Maryam Bina has studied and is fa- 
miliar with the foreign language, Farsi.
Photo by Faythe McMillin, The Vista. 
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Anti-Death Row events hosted by American Democracy Project 

Tyler Talley 

Staff Writer 

The American Democracy Proj-
ect, along with other organizations, 
will host a series of events concern-
ing the death penalty on April 12 
in the Nigh University Center at the 
University of Central Oklahoma. 

To kick off the clay, Rob Warden 
will hold a Q&A session at 3 p.m. 
in the Will Rogers room. Warden 
is an award winning. legal affairs 
journalist, who served as editor and 
publisher of Chicago Lawyer maga-
zine. 

During Warden's time there in 
1980's, he helped expose more than 
20 wrongful convictions in Illinois, 
including six cases in which inno-
cent men had been sentenced to 
death. He has also won more than 
50 journalism awards. This event is 
free and open to the public. 

The UCO Debate Team will then 
hold a debate at 4:30 p.m. in Con-
stitution Hall in which they will ex- 

plore the question, "How and why 
to eliminate the death penalty in 
Oklahoma." The participating de-
baters will look to the recommen-
dations made by the Oklahoma 
Justice Commission that calls for 
reforms designed to protect inno-
cent people from conviction and 
being sentenced to death. This 
event is also free and open to the 
public. 

After the debate, the ADP and the 
Oklahoma Coalition to Abolish the 
Death Penalty will host an annual 
banquet, during which Warden will 
serve as the keynote speaker. The 
banquet will take place at 6 p.m. in 
the University ballrooms and tick-
ets can be purchased at okcapd.org . 

Nancy Vollersten, who serves as a 
financial aid counselor with UCO's 
Financial Aid office, will be attend-
ing Saturday's events. She is on the 
board of directors of Witness to In-
nocence, a national organization 
of death row exonerees and their 
families, and her brother, Greg Wil- 

hoit, was wrongfully convicted for a 
murder and served and was placed 
on death row in Oklahoma. 

Wilhoit, who passed away on 
Feb. 14, was convicted for the 
murder of his wife, Kathy, in 1987. 
The case rested on the testimony of 
dental experts, one of which had 
just graduated from dental school. 
They agreed that a bite mark found 
on Katy's body matched Wilhoit's 
teeth. 

Vollersten stated that Wilhoit 
suffered from incompetent repre-
sentation. At one point, his defense 
counsel arrived at court drunk and 
threw up in the judge's chambers. 

Wilhoit served on death row 
for five years, until 1991 when his 
conviction was overturned, thanks 
to the testimonies of 11 forensic 
experts testified that the bite marks 
found on his wife did not match his 
teeth. An appeals court also rifled 
that he had ineffective counsel. He 
was then released, and would even-
tually be fully exonerated in 1993. 

Vollersten stated 
that Wilhoit had a 
difficult time after be-
ing released because 
of the emotional and 
psychological toll be-
ing on death row had 
taken on him. She 
went 'on to say that 
Wilhoit would begin 
to find comfort after 
meeting people who 
had gone through 
similar experiences. 

"In 1998, we went 
to a conference at 
Northwestern Uni-
versity in Chicago  

on wrongful convictions," Vol-
lersten said. "We had never 
met anyone else who had 
been wrongfully con-
victed." 

"At that time, 
there had been 
about 72 people 
who had been 
on death row 
from all over the 
country who 
had been ex-
onerated and 
released. A lot 
of these people 
came to this 
event and it was 
really just a life-
changing event." 

Vollersten and 
Wilhoit soon began 
traveling the country 
to speak out against the 
death penalty 

"Speaking really gave him 
a purpose and he really felt like 
he was contributing something by 
doing it," Vollersten said. "Every 
time he had to retell his story it was 
very painful, but he was 'Swilling to 
do it to educate people. I have got-
ten things from people all over the 
world telling me what a difference 
he made in their lives." 

Wilhoit's story would soon gain 
national attention, like 20/20 on 
ABC. Author John Grisham includ-
ed Wilhoit's story in his nonfiction 
book "The Innocent Man." 

Vollersten said that she is against 
the death penalty in all cases, even 
for those who are guilty of their 
crimes. As an alternative to the 
death penalty, Vollersten stated that 

T h e 
photo 

features 
Greg Wilhoit, who 

was released from death 
row after five years. Photo 
provided. 

she is for sentencing prisoners 
to life without parole. She said that 
while it will be a slow proCess, the 
national opinion on the death pen-
alty is beginning to change. 

"I really think it's on the clown-
hill slide," Vollersten said. "I think 
people are coming around and I 
think innocence is a big part of it. 
When Greg was convicted back in 
'87, DNA evidence wasn't really a 
factor. Things have changed." 

She admitted that Oklahoma, 
alori.e with a number of other 
southern states, might take longer 
to catch up. 

"It's interesting to me that the 
state that claims to uphold Chris-
tian values has the death penalty," 
Vollersten said. "One of the founda-
tions of Christianity is forgiveness." 

Now that her brother is gone, 
Vollersten said that it has been hard 
to continue and that she may step 
back for a time. She said that her 
passion for the cause has not di-
minished however, and events like 
the one being held on Saturday are 
a worthy cause. 

Vollersten said, "Because of Greg, 
I found a second calling life." 
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Confidently James: '—  

James Ledbetter's journey began at UCO and he has come back to Central to finish his education. Photo provided. 

gie with homosexuality Xavier Jackson 

Contributing Writer 

University of Central Oklahoma junior 
James Ledbetter has an uncommon wealth of 
experience. 

He started his freshman year in the fall of 
2002. 

Ledbetter comes from the small town of 
Bristow, Okla. He doesn't have many fond 
memories of his time there. 

"It has a population of 4,000 
and it hasn't changed since 

my childhood. Very Christian 
influenced there are churches 

on every corner, very little 
open-mindedness," said 

Ledbetter. 
d•11111111111111111111111111111111100. 	 

In school, Ledbetter said that there wasn't 
any room for difference. 

"If you weren't Future Farmers of America 
you were nobody. It didn't matter if you were 
good in school," said Ledbetter. 

His family was very well known in the 
Bristow community. This made Ledbetter 
feel even more compelled to live up to the 
family name. 

"There was pressure put on me to fit in," 
said Ledbetter. 

Religion, as in much of Bristow, was a big 
part of his family's lives. His grandfather was  

a preacher at the largest church in town. 
Growing up, Ledbetter said that there were 

no Other gay people in his community. 

"I didn't know anyone who 
was gay except my uncle, who 

died of AIDS, which made 
it seem even scarier," said 

Ledbetter. 

Before coming to Central, Ledbetter never 
really acknowledged his sexuality. 

"I honestly was very repressive of it and 
tried dating girls all the way up into my early 
20s, thinking that I could change myself by 
doing that," said Ledbetter. 

Relationships were always an uncomfort-
able conversation subject for him. Ledbet-
ter would often try and emulate his straight 
friends. 

He refused to give up his pursuit of the 
straight lifestyle. 

"There would be a certain girl 
that would make me feel like 
I wasn't gay," said Ledbetter. 

Ledbetter believes that not having gay in-
fluences before coming to UCO didn't help 
his development. 

"I didn't really build that confidence in 
myself until much later in life. I didn't re-
ally know who I was. I had no idea," said 
Ledbetter. 

Ledbetter's confusion about his own iden-
tity made him unsure of his future. 

"When everyone was talking 
about college and moving 

away, I had nothing. I didn't 
see myself having a family. 
I didn't know what it would 
look like," said Ledbetter. 

Ledbetter and his parents were ecstatic 
when he was accepted to UCO in 2002. 

Here at Central, Ledbetter appreciated the 
freedom the campus provided. 

UCO is where he began his very first steps 
of discovering who he is. 

"I was just on the surface of figuring things 
out about myself," said Ledbetter. 

At this point, Ledbetter began his first gay 
relationship. 

His relationship with his roommate, a 
long-time friend from Bristow, had become 
strained as Ledbetter struggled to contain his 
difference. 

One day, his roommate returned to their 
room as Ledbetter was kissing his boyfriend. 

"At first, he seemed very OK: He didn't 

blow. up. He wanted to know another part of 
me," said Ledbetter. 

A few weeks later, Ledbetter became aware 
that his roommate had told members of his 
family about his homosexuality. 

He had a choice to make, use this as an op-
portunity to do something positive or deny. 

Ledbetter decided to come out. 
His roommate, however, had already told 

the most important person in his life, his 
mom. 

"He told my mom, which really 
destroyed me," said Ledbetter. 

His mother, whose brother had died ear-
lier of AIDS, was not supportive. 

Because of the situation with his room-
mate, Ledbetter decided to move off-campus 
with a good friend. 

His friend, a straight woman, helped him 
explore and educate himself_on hissexuality. 

Years later, he credits a battle with cancer 
for inspiring him to come back to Central. 

"That experience made me feel confidence 
even when I thought I had confidence," said 
Ledbetter. 

Now that he's back in school, Ledbetter 
has a lot that he's thankful for. 

Ledbetter said, "I'm thankful for the chance 
to start again. I'm thankful for the education 
that I have." 

One man's stru 

UCO Under 
Construction: 
`We're building 
a 75-year hall' 

 

Photo by Quang Pho, The Vista. 

The University of Central Oklahoma has begun a 15-month residence 
hall construction project. It will cover 720,000 square feet and is set 
to include room for 440 beds. The budget for the project is $128 mil-
lion. According to Josh Overrocker, the Executive Director of Business 
Enterprises for UCO Housing and Dining, the project will be the single 
largest construction project at UCO. Concerns about the project cen-
ter about possible traffic problems related to the construction's prog-
ress. UCO aims to build a timeless building, one that will stand the test 
of time for the decades to come. Photos by Aliki Dyer, The Vista. 
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Sexual Assault " 
maws— 

:stiildent and guardian walk to their car from Franklin Re-
P1o0al Middle School after more then a dozen students were 
stabbed by a knife wielding suspect at nearby Franklin Re- , 
:giorial High. School on Wednesday, April +9, 2014, in Murrys-

t : 	 Pittsburgh. The suspect, a male student, was 
taken ;fn,*.tu'itody and is being questioned. (AP Photo/Tri- 

ufvPeviat41,'13rian F. Henry) 
• 	• 

NEWS 111 

0 Unreported Sexual Assaults 
"Women have a one-in-four chance of 

being the victim of a sexual assault in their 
lifetime; with the majority becoming vic-
tims between the ages of 18 and 25-years-
old— this makes college-aged students 
particularly susceptible." 

This inherent susceptibility is further 
magnified by RAINN's reporting that 73 
percent of rape or sexual assault victims 
knew the perpetrators prior to the assault; 
a circumstance Kautz said may preclude 
man,y.Ti'4ims from ever reporting that an 
assOlt ),Rcurred. 

IStrahger Rape' is far less common than 
theq3uhlic is led to believe," she said. 

.,"The reality is the majority of rape vic-
tims,knew their rapist before the crime was 
committed." 

Kautz further stated that, in many cases, 
it is the circumstances behind how or when 
the crime is committed that directly im-
pacts whether a crime goes unreported by 
the victim; with pre-existing relationships 
and their applicable social networks defin-
ing whether or not a victim feels comfort-
able reporting the crime. 

RAINN advises victims to report their 
assault to authorities if at all possible, but  

states on their official website that: 
"The decision is entirely yours, and ev-

eryone will understand if you decided not 
to pursue prosecution." 

However, the organization's web page 
also makes clear that reporting a crime can 
be the most productive way of trying to 
ensure that more crimes don't occur in the 
future. 

"Reporting to the police is the key to 
preventing sexual assault: every time we 
lock up a rapist, we're preventing him or 
her from committing another attack. It's the 
most effective tool that exists to prevent fu-
ture rapes." 

Kautz concluded that, regardless of 
whether the crime is reported, there is one 
key point that all victims of sexual assault 
must remember. 

"The most important thing for a victim of 
sexual assault to know is that they weren't 
at fault," she said. 

"No matter what may make them feel 
like they were responsible for what has 
happened—that is not the case at all." 

For more information regarding sexual 
assault statistics in the United States, visit 
www. RAI N N org 

`Women have a one-in-four chance of being the victim of sexual assault in their life-
time," according to statistics presented by RAINN. The report claims that the real 
number of sexual assaults on college campuses is unknown due to the large number 
that go unreported every year. Photo by Aliki Dyer, The Vista. 

Oklahoma Bill Would Allow Guns in State Capitol 
Sean Tolbert 

Contributing Writer 

On Feb. 3, Oklahoma Congressman Da-
vid Derby (R- Owasso) introduced legisla-
tion to the state House of Representatives 
that could allow handguns to be permitted 
on the person of individuals entering the 
state capitol building. 

House Bill 2672 would allow for individu-
als who are not members of a law enforce-
ment agency to carry a sidearm unobstruct-
ed. 

Derby stated that his bill would allow "law 
abiding citizens" to "exercise their Second 
Amendment rights." 

In an interview with The Tulsa World, 
Derby also said that the bill's allowance 
could go even further, stating that guns 
could potentially be allowed on the floor of 
the House "If the House rules allow it." 

The bill opens up questions, however, as it 
does not change the status of weapons such 
as knives, batonS or other hand-held items, 
which would all retain their current status 
as objects banned in government buildings. 

Currently, firearms have not been allowed 
in the government building and individuals 
who enter them, must be cleared through 
security checkpoints that include metal de-
tectors and law enforcement personnel. 

The bill was sent to the state House Judi-
ciary Committee On Feb. 13 and passed by a  

vote of 9-6, in favor of the bill being sent to 
the House for further discussion. 

The bill will now move to the floor of the 
House, where a potential vote could take 
place. Should it pass the state House, it 
would be sent to the Senate for similar pro-
cedure and voting. 

House Bill 2672 is one of nine firearm-
related bills introduced into the House in 
2014, all of which were authored by a differ-
ent Republican representative. 

Teen in Pa. 
Stabs 20 
Classmates 

KEVIN BEGOS, The Associated Press 
MURRYSVILLE, Pa. (AP) — A 

16-year-old armed with two knives 
went on a stabbing and slashing 
spree at a high school near Pitts-
burgh on Wednesday, leaving 20 
people injured, including a school 
police officer who eventually sub-
dued him with the help.of an assis-
tant principal, authorities said. 

The attack occurred in crowded 
hallways just minutes before the start 
of school. Of the 19 students injured, 
four suffered serious wounds, but all 
were expected to survive, hospital 
officials said. The injured officer was 
discharged. 

Murrysville police Chief Thomas 
Seefeld said the bloody crime scene 
at Franklin Regional High School, 
some 15 miles east of Pittsburgh, 
was "vast" and may take a couple of 
days to process. School superinten-
dent German) Piraino said the school 
would be closed for the foreseeable 
future. 

"Our focus is on our students, staff 
and the community," Piraino said. "I 
pray and we pray that this doesn't 
happen in any school." 

Police didn't immediately name .  
the suspect, who was taken into cus-
tody and driven to and from the po-
lice station in the back of a cruiser for 
treatment for a minor hand wound. 

Investigators haven't determined 
a motive, but Seefeld said they're 
looking into reports of a threatening 
phone call between the suspect and 
another student the night before. 
Seefeld didn't specify whether the 
suspect reportedly received or made 
the call. 

The chief arrived to find students 
running out of the school at about 
7:15 a.m. 

Michael Float, an 18-year-old 
senior, said he had just gotten to 
school when he saw "blood all over 
the floor" and smeared on the wall 
near the main entrance. Then he saw 
a wounded student. 

"He had his shirt pulled up and he 
was screaming, 'Help! Help!" Float  

said. "He had a stab wound right at 
the top right of his stomach,'blood 
pouring down." 

Float said he saw a teacher apply-
ing pressure to the wound of another 
student who had been stabbed. 

Float said he knew who the sus-
pect was but didn't know him per-
sonally. "I heard he's a very nice kid. 
I 'don't know what drove him to do 
it," Float said. 

Two student victims were in criti-
cal condition, according to Dr. Mark 
Rubino of Forbes Regional Medical 
Center, the closest hospital to the 
school, where eight victims were 
taken. 

The University of Pittsburgh Medi-
cal Center treated a dozen patients. 
Officials said a 17-year-old boy and 
14-year-old boy were in critical 
condition, a 17-year-old boy and a 
16-year-old boy were in serious con-
dition, and a 17-year-old boy and 
two 17-year-old girls were in fair 
condition. 

Five patients had been discharged, 
including three 15-year-old boys, a 
16-year-old girl and an adult, who is 
believed to be the school officer who 
suffered only superficial wounds. 

Seefeld wouldn't detail the carnage 
beyond saying, "The juvenile went 
down the hallway and was' flashing 
two knives around and injured the 
people." 

Westmoreland County public safe-
ty spokesman Dan Stevens said not 
every injured student was stabbed, 
and that some suffered scrapes and 
cuts in the mayhem. 

The chief said someone, possi-
bly a student, pulled a fire alarm 
after seeing some of the victim's be-
ing stabbed. Although that created 
chaos, he said, it also resulted in 
students running out of the school 
to safety faster than they might have 
otherwise. 

"The fire alarm being pulled prob-
ably assisted with the evacuation of 
the school and that was a good thing 
that that was done," Seefeld said. 

Authorities were crediting an as-
sistant principal with subduing the 
suspect. Officials didn't immediately 
release his name, but he was identi-
fied by students as Sam King. 

King's son told The Associated 
Press that his father was treated at 
a hospital, though authorities have 
said he was not wounded by the 
knife and is doing fine. 

"He says he's OK. He's a tough 
cookie and sometimes hides things, 
but I believe he's OK," Zack King 
said. 

King said his father was to be in-
terviewed by police but said little 
about his role in the attack. 

"I'm really happy. I'm proud of 
him," King said, adding his thoughts 
are with "the victims and their fami-
lies who have to deal with this, and I 
hope the best for all of them and my 
prayers are with them." 

Rubino, the hospital physician, 
said a girl who wasn't wounded like-
ly kept an injured schoolmate from 
bleeding to death. 

"She displayed an amazing amount 
of composure to really help that 
friend who has having pretty signifi-
cant bleeding at that point, and the 
pressure that she applied probably 
played a significant role in his ability 
to survive this," Rubino said. 

Public safety and school officials 
said an emergency plan worked as 
well as could be expected in this dis-
trict of 3,600 students who live in 
the bedroom communities of Mur-
rysville, Export and Delmont. The 
elementary and middle schools are 
part of the same campus as the high 
school and were to remain open. 

The district conducted an erner-
gency exercise three months ago and 
a full-scale drill about a year ago. 
"The plan will be reviewed again af-
ter this situation to see if it can be 
improved upon," Stevens said. 

"We haven't lost a life and I think 
that's what we have to keep in mind," 
he said. 

Left: A police officer stands by the scene 
outside Franklin Regional High School where 
more then a dozen students were stabbed 
by a knife wielding suspect on Wednesday, 
April 9, 2014, in Murrysville, Pa., near Pitts-
burgh. The suspect, a male student, was 
taken into custody and is being questioned. 
(AP Photo/Tribune Review, Brian F. Henry) 
Right: Parents and students embrace along 
School Road near Franklin Regional High 
School after more than a dozen students 
were stabbed by a knife wielding suspect 
at the school on Wednesday, April 9, 2014, 
in Murrysville, Pa., near Pittsburgh. The sus-
pect, a male student, was taken into custody 
and is being questioned. (AP Photo/Tribune 
Review, Sean Stipp) 
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Sales 
Tuxedo Junction at Quail Springs Mall needs part-time help for 

our busy prom & wedding season. Some sales or customer service 
exp. needed. Salary + incentives 

Call Ms. Roberts for appt. 946-7853 

CAR FOR SALE 
"2006 Nissan Sentra, 91,000 miles", "sales price: $5,900", "phone contact: 
214-717-7074" 

RANDOM QUOTE 

No sword bites so fiercly as an evil tongue. 
- Sir Philip Sidney 

erosion 

51. "Sesame Street" watcher 

52. Trick taker, often 

53. Infomercials, e.g. 

54. Baton wielder 

56. Kind of trip 

58. Minnesota's capital (2 wds) 

60. Clear, as a disk 

61. "... or ___!" 

62. Bad marks 

63. Tear with violent force 

64. Undertake, with "out" 

65. Comparative word 

Down 

1. False rumor 

2. Deficiency of red blood cells 

3. Daze 

4. Friends and neighbors 

5. Cooked squid 

6. Afghan monetary unit 

7. Tom, Dick or Harry 

8. "M*A*S*H" setting 

9. "___ we having fun yet?" 

10. Retorts quickly 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
EMPLOYMENT 

Help wanted 
Student to clean vacant apartments, small office and private home. Part-time 

near UCO. Call Connie: 641-0712. 

Help Wanted 
KickingBird Golf Club Restaurant is now hiring friendly, smiling, outgoing 
staff. Restaurant and Beverage Cart positions available. Apply at City of Ed- 

mond 7 N. Broadway. Drug free workplace. 

Now Hiring 
MAZZIO'S PIZZA IS NOW HIRING, DELIVERY DRIVERS, COUNTER SERV- 
ERS, AND DISHWASHERS. NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS. TOP PAY FOR EX- 

PERENCE. APPLY IN PERSON 1132 S BROADWAY 

Help Wanted 
HANDY STUDENT. Lawn maintenance, painting, general maintenance and 

repairs. Will train. P/T near UCO. 641-0712 

RANDOM FACTS 
The first Dunkin Donuts and the first Howard Johnson's were both in 
Quincy, Massachusetts. 

Leonard Maltin's complete review of the 1948 film Isn't It Romantic?: "No." 

The first Major League Baseball stadium to feature a live organist was Chi-
cago's Wrigley Field in 1941. 

The melting temperature of bubble gum is 125 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Now Hiring 
Looking for an energetic teacher for our one year old classroom. If you 
are interested in this position please apply at Ms. Felicia's Blessed Ones 
Childcare 1130 Chowning Avenue Edmond, OK. No phone calls please. 

Now Hiring 
Become a distributor in the direct sale of energy. Energy Deregulation is 

law. Now is the time to become an Energy 
Consultant.Call 405.474.7708 

SLIM CHICKENS 
NOW HIRING 

All positions Flexible hours and schedules. Competitive pay. Apply in 
person at: Slim Chickens 555 S. Kelley or online at slimchickens.com  

CROSSWORD 
Across 

1. Wine holder 

5. Bean counter, for short 

8. Destiny 

13. The "A" of ABM 

14.Part man, part goat 

15. Betelgeuse's constellation 

16. Favoring neither side in a dispute 

18. Move, as a plant 

19.Ancient jar with two handles and 

a narrow neck 

20. "___ to Billie Joe" 

22. "___ moment" 

23. "Flying Down to ___" 

24. Fertilizer ingredient 

26. Anger, e.g. 

27. Challenged someone to do some-

thing 

29. "Beg pardon ... 1) 

30. Big ___ Conference 

31. Quark flavor 

33. Outer covering of eyeball 

36. Indiscriminate in selection 

38. Dravidian language in central 

India 

40. Madagascan prosimian primate 

41. "Tarzan" extra 

42. Antares, for one 

44. Mountain summits 

48. Bird's beak 

49. Embankment to prevent shore 
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48 49 50 51 ■ 
52 53 54 55 

56 57 ■ 58 59 

60 61 62 

63 64 65 

11. Sillier 

12. Feeler 

14. Kind of team 

17. Obstructive driver 

21. Chinese brunch with tea 

25. V=IR, physics (2 wds) 

28. Almond 

32. Pleasingly entertained 

34. Two of the same kind 

35. Artificial bait 

36. Lacking refinement 

37. Potter 

38. American songbird 

39. Gourmet 

43. Armor plates protecting the upper 

thighs 

45. Hook up 

46. Monetary unit of Czech Republic 

47. Hot 

49. Fills 

50. Channel 

55. Clash 

57. "Acid" 

59. A pint, maybe 

WORD SEARCH 

Barn 
Branding 
Cattle 
Dairy 
Deer 
Fences 
Grazing 
Horses 
Hunter 
Hunting 
Landscape 
Livestock 
Longhorn 
Ranch 
Rifle 
Texas 
Tractor 
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Left: Brooklyn Nets forward Mason 
Plumlee (1) blocks a shot by Miami 
Heat forward LeBron James (6) in the 
final seconds of the second half of an 
NBA basketball game, Tuesday, April 8, 
2014 in Miami. The Nets defeated the 
Heat 88-87. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee) 

Below: Brooklyn Nets' Paul Pierce, from 
left, Deron Williams, Mason Plumlee 
and Joe Johnson come off the bench 
as they celebrate a basket during the 
second half of an NBA basketball game 
against the Miami Heat, Wednesday, 
March 12, 2014, in Miami. The Nets de-
feated the Heat 96-95. (AP Photo/Wil-
fredo Lee) 
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OKC Thunder 

Thunder win while Durant ends his own streak 
Antonio Gonzalez 

AP Sports Writer 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) — With Kevin 
DurApt on the bench to start the fourth quar-
ter, his Oklahoma City Thunder teammates 
put together a run that helped end one of the, 
most impressive scoring streaks in NBA his-
tory. 

And Durant says nobody is happier it's over 
than him. 

Caron Butler made all six of his 3-point 
attempts to finish with 23 points, and the 
Thunder began the fourth quarter on a 16-0 
spurt to pull away for a 107-92 victory over 
the Sacramento Kings on Tuesday night. 

Durant finished with 23 points but was 
never needed in the final quarter, stopping 
his streak of scoring at least 25 points in 41 
consecutive games. 

Only Oscar Robertson (46 straight games 
in 1963-64) and Wilt Chamberlain (all 80 
regular-season games in the 1961-62 season) 
have longer such streaks. 

"I was getting so many texts after every 
game. I'm glad that's over with and we can 
just focus on the team," said Durant, who 
shot 8 for 13 in 31 minutes. 

"If we played well and I had 25 points, that 
took away from how well the team was play- 

ing, so I didn't like that. If we lost, it was all 
about me scoring 25 points and I didn't like 
that either. I'm glad we can just talk about the 
team now." 

Corning off losses at Memphis and Phoe-
nix, Oklahoma City certainly has plenty of 
bigger things to play for during the season's 
final two weeks. 

Serge Ibaka added 19 points and four re-
bounds for the Thunder, who rested Russell 
Westbrook ahead of Wednesday night's game 
at the Los Angeles Clippers. Oklahoma City 
(56-21) is 1 1/2 games ahead of the Clippers 
(55-23) for the Western Conference's No. 2 
playoff seed. 

Even still, Durant said he was aware of 
how many points he had but never thought 
of asking coach Scott Brooks to go back in 
the game. 

Brooks insisted it never crossed his mind, 
either, saying the most impressive thing 
about Durant's streak is that he didn't even 
realize it ended because Durant has been the 
"trademark for consistency" 

"He's about team," Brooks said. "If he 
wasn't, he would have played golf and tried 
to chase (Jack) Nicklaus' record of 18 ma-
jors. 

DeMarcus Cousins had 24 points and 
14 rebounds, and Travis Outlaw scored 24 
points in Sacramento's third straight loss. 

Even with three regulars out with injuries, 
the Kings made the Thunder work through 
the first three quarters. 

Oklahoma City built double-digits leads 
throughout the game only to watch Sacra-
mento surge back each time. 

But with Durant on the bench to open the 
fourth; the Thunder finally created a lead big 
enough to stick. The Thunder held Sacra-
mento scoreless for nearly 6 minutes to go 
ahead 101-77. 

"We had some guys that played with no en-
ergy," frustrated Kings coach Michael Malone 
said. "It looked they didn't even want to be 
out there, to be honest." 

With the matchup in Los Angeles looming 
large, Brooks decided to rest Westbrook —
as he has done during one game of back-to-
back sets since Westbrook returned Feb. 20 
following right knee surgery. 

The Thunder got some relief with Thabo 
Sefolosha playing for the first time since in-
juring his left calf against Memphis on Feb. 
28. He finished with two points and three re-
bounds in 16 minutes. 

Sacramento; already among the confer-
ence's worst teams, played even more short-
handed. Kings big man Reggie Evans and 
forward Rudy Gay sat out with back inju-
ries, and point guard Isaiah Thomas missed 
his eighth straight game with a bruised right  

quadriceps. 
Oklahoma City looked every bit like the 

better and deeper team at the start. 
The Thunder surged ahead 9-0 in the first 

two minutes before Cousins brought the 
Kings back with his perimeter shot, slicing 
Oklahoma City's lead to 30-27 at the end of 
the first quarter. 

The Thunder began to pull away again with 
a 17-4 run in the second quarter propelled by 
Butler, who made all four of his 3-point at-
tempts in the first half. Oklahoma City led 
61-49 at intermission and didn't have a turn-
over until the second half. 

Durant credited the communication and 
ball movement for pulling away late, and he 
said he hopes the focus can shift from his 
scoring streak to his team's improved play 

"When I sit back after the season's over 
that's when I reflect on everything that I've 
done, that the team's done, and I'm sure I'll 
appreciate (the streak) then," Durant said. 
"But now, I'm just focusing on game to game 
and how we can get better as a group and 
how I can help the team get better." 

NOTES: The Thunder swept the four-game 
season series against the Kings. ... Oklahoma 
City has won 10 straight and 16 of 17 over 
Sacramento. ... A fan made a shot from - half 
court during a timeout in the first half to win 
a car. 	 NBA Basketball 

Brooklyn Nets sweep season series against the Heat 

@treydog 2 
Trey Winfrey 

Tim Reynolds 

AP Basketball Writer 

MIAMI (AP) — A debated block 
at the buzzer. A season sweep of the 
NBA champions. 

Hello, Brooklyn — the only NBA 
team this season to go unbeaten 
against the Miami Heat. 

Mason Plumlee denied LeBron 
James' dunk attempt at the rim 
with 2 seconds left, and the Nets 
finished off a four-game sweep of 
Miami by beating the Heat 88-87 
on Tuesday night. 

With Miami down by one and 
time running out, Rashard Lewis 
somehow got a pass from under-
neath the basket to James, who rose 
as Plumlee jumped to contest the 
play. Replays showed Joe Johnson 
made some contact with James as 
he started his move and that Plum-
lee hit the four-time MVP's hand on 
the dunk try, but the Heat never got 
the call they wanted. 

"My initial thought was to just 
foul and make him earn it at the 
free-throw line," Plumlee said. 

That's precisely what the Heat 
thought he did. 

"He grabbed my right hand," 
James said. "He didn't do it on pur-
pose, but he got my right hand." 

Said Heat coach Erik Spoels-
tra: "It was a foul from my vantage 
point. But what can you do?" 

Time expired, and just like that, 
Miami's lead in the Eastern Con-
ference was down to a half-gar-1'1e 
— one in the loss column — over 
Indiana. 

Johnson scored 19 points, re-
serve Marcus Thornton had 16 and 
Paul Pierce scored 14 for the Nets. 
Plumlee had two of his three blocks 
in the last 2 minutes, the first of 
them on a short try by Chris Bosh 
that Miami felt should have been 
whistled for goaltending. 

Still, his late work couldn't get 
Plumlee a one-night respite from 
rookie duty. 

"He still got to come in here and 
carry the bags and get the towels," 
Pierce said. 

Final score of the four Brooklyn-
Miami games: Nets 389, Heat 377. 
Brooklyn won three of the games by 
a single point, becoming the third 
team in NBA history to have that 
many narrowest-of-margin wins 
over an opponent in the same regu-
lar season and the first team ever to 
do so without playing more than 
four times. 

And the fourth went to double 
overtime. 

All four could have gone Miami's 
way. None of them did. 

"They're a good team," Spoels-
tra said. "They're one of the hotter 
teams since All-Star break. Every  

single one of these games, however 
you want to slice it, however you 
get to that point, there are plays to 
be made in the fourth quarter. And 
for whatever reason, they've made 
more plays." 

Brooklyn became the first team 
in the last two years to sweep the 
Heat. Miami was the only team in 
the league to beat every team last 
season and would have repeated 
that feat with a win Tuesday. 

James had 29 points, 10 re-
bounds and six assists for the Heat, 
who got 12 points from Bosh and 
10 from Norris Cole. 

Up by one, Johnson took a jump-
er that was way off with 11 seconds 
left. Miami has been down by one 
in the final seconds twice in the last 
couple weeks, with James not get-
ting a chance at the last shot either 
time. 

This time he did, and Miami still 
couldn't break through. Each of the 
last three Heat losses have come 
by a single point — and they've 
dropped six in all by that margin 
this season."That's just basketball," 
Nets coach Jason Kidd said. "You 
have the best player in the world 
going against a rookie and we got 
lucky." 

Thornton's steal and layup with 
3:27 left put the Nets up one, be-
fore James answered seconds later 
with a dunk, part of a final quarter 
that featured seven lead changes. 

Deron Williams missed a pair 
of free throws with 2:17 left and 
Brooklyn down a point, but Plum-
lee blocked Bosh's layup on the 
next Miami possession. Thornton 
hit a 3 from the right corner to put 
the Nets on top, Johnson followed 
with a beat-the-shot-clock score 
from the lane, and Brooklyn was 
suddenly up four with 1:01 left. 

A mere 5 1/2 seconds later, the lead 
was down to one. 

James droVe past Johnson and 
got fouled by Pierce on the way to 
a three-point play, getting Miami 
within 86-85. The teams alternated 
baskets on their next possessions, 
but the Nets wouldn't trail again. 

Miami's Dwyane Wade (ham-
string) missed his seventh straight 
game — his 26th absence this sea-
son for the Heat, who were also 
without Greg Oden (back) and 
Udonis Haslem (stomach virus). 
Brooklyn sat Kevin Garnett, who 
is expected to play at Orlando on 
Wednesday. 

NOTES: Alonzo Mourning,. 
the Heat player-turned-executive 
whose induction into the Basketball 
Hall of Fame was announced Mon-
day, received a video tribute and 
loud ovation during the first half. 
... U.S. Olympic speed skater Eddy 
Alvarez, a Miami native and silver 
medalist from the Sochi Games, 
was part of the sellout crowd. 

Upcoming Broncho Games 
Thursday 

Track and Field at the Cowley County Decathalon (All Day) 
Baseball at Lindenwood University 7:00 p.m. 

Friday 
Track and Field at KT Woodman Invitational (Hosted by Emporia State 

University) (All Day) 
Women's Tennis at Lindenwood University 2:00 p.m. 
Softball at Emporia State University 4:00 p.m. / 6:00 p.m. (Doubleheader) 
Baseball at Lindenwood Univeristy 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday 
Track and Field at KT Woodman Invitational (Hosted by Emporia State 

University) (All Day) 
Softball at Washburn University 1:00 p.m. / 3:00 p.m. (Doubleheader) 
Baseball at Lindenwood University 1:00 p.m. / 3:00 p.m. (Doubleheader) 

Sunday 
Women's Tennis at McKendree University 9:30 a.m. 

Monday . 
Men's Golf at Embassy Suites Invitational (Hosted at Whitmoor Country Club 

in St. Charles, Missouri) (All Day) 



Austin Litterell 

Sports Reporter 

Sadly, it that time of year again where 
possibly the greatest month in sports has 
finally come to an end. There were defi-
nitely ups and downs on this journey, but 
overall, it was one heck of a ride. Upsets, 
overtimes, buzzer beaters, have been part 
of one of the best tournaments in recent 
memory. Not to mention, two historic 
Cinderellas meeting in the championship 
game. Take away the officiating and we 
had a solid month of basketball. 

The best part of the tournament for me 
came in the early rounds with all of the up-
sets, because that is where we want to see 
them. We enjoy a good upset until they 

get to the later rounds and we get match-
ups like Dayton and Stanford, which was a 
good game, but still there was something 
missing. It's the victories like Mercer over 
Duke that I absolutely love. Teams that 
come out of nowhere and knock off a his-
toric program, there is something special 
about that that I love. David killing Goli-
ath is one of my favorite stories, especially 
when it comes in sports. 

Another favorite of the tournament for 
me was the championship matchup with 
two historic teams making an incredible 
run to the finals. Now with history, these 
runs usually will not surprise anyone, but 
this year, nobody beside that one guy with 
the tattoo gave these teams a chance. You 
figured with Kentucky's talent, maybe if 
they could come together and they proved 

credit for how good of a coach he is, and • 
Kevin 011ie, who has performed one of the 
most special coaching jobs in one game. I • 
loved everything about it. 

There was one flaw with this whole or- 
• 

deal, which was of course, the officiating, • 
but besides that is was a great month of • March Madness. I give the tournament an 
A for this season and hope to expect the• 
same next year. • 
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Rowing 

UCO Crew has a strong showing in San Diego 
Bronchosports.com  

SAN DIEGO, Calif. – Central Oklahoma's rowing team 
wrapped up a successful weekend at the San Diego Crew 
Classic by taking two top-three finishes in both the Varsity 8+ 
and Varsity 4+ events. 

The Broncho eight finished second M their heat on Sat-
urday morning, falling only to California-Santa Barbara and 
finishing ahead of crews from Orange Coast College, the Roy-
al Hong Kong Yacht Club and Illinois. Their placing earned 
them a spot in Sunday afternoon's grand final, where they 
would finish third to South region-rival Barry and UC-Santa 
Barbara. Division II opponent UC-San Diego finished fourth. 

"I'm proud of how our eight performed over the course. of 
the weekend," said head coach Andrew Derrick. "Unfortu-
nately we drew lane four for the grand final. It put us at mod-
erate disadvantage to UCSD, but a significant one to Barry 
in the coveted lane one of Mission Bay. I was really happy 
with how the team responded, and set about going to work 
to make the best of the situation given the windy conditions 
in the outside lanes. 

"Overall, I think the crew performed well, the coaching 
staff is really proud of them, and the racing should hopefully 
give- them some much deserved confidence going into our 
preparation for Tennessee." 

UCO's four opened the weekend on Saturday afternoon 
with a preliminary race for lanes. After a slow start the Bron- 

choswalked back through multiple crews and withstood a fu-
rious final push from Barry to finish second and earn lane two 
in the grand final on Sunday. 

During the final the Central four found themselves in a 
four-crew fight for the lead in the first 1,000 meters with UC-
San Diego, Orange Coast College and Barry. UC-San Diego 
would eventually take the lead for good with the Bronchos 
stretching their grasp on second-place over the course of the 
final 750 meters, finishing with open water on both Orange 
Coast and Barry. 

"The four really exceeded our expectations this weekend," 
said assistant coach Amy Jantzen. "For such a young crew, 
they really shOwed some resiliency in their races and proved 
that they can show some real speed at the end of races. I'm 
looking forward to tapping into more of that potential as we 
prepare for SIRAs." 

The Broncho novice squad also competed .  at home this 
weekend on the Oklahoma River, taking on Oklahoma City 
University and Wichita State Saturday morning. The racing 
took place in fours, with Central taking second and third 
place in each of the 2,000-meter races. OCU finished first in 
each race and Wichita State finished fourth each time. 

"We're very excited with the development of our novice 
team this spring and we're looking forward to introducing 
them to even more competition as the whole team visits Ten-
nessee in a couple of weeks," said graduate assistant Travis 
Hall. 

"After a very long winter we're able to get our novices more 
consistent time on the water and in new lineups and boats,  

which they are responding to well," said graduate assistant 
Kristin Philhower. "From top to bottom the team is getting 
faster at the right time, which we're very proud of." 

The next race for Central comes in two weeks at the South-
ern Intercollegiate Rowing Association in Oak Ridge, Tenn. 
There, the Bronchos will once again face off with regional-
power and defending national champion Nova Southeastern,' 
as well as Florida Tech, Rollins and dozens of other programs 
from across the country 

Racing in Oak Ridge will take place on the Melton Hill 
Reservoir and begin on Friday, April 18th with heats and con-
clude with semifinals and finals on Saturday, April 19th. 

UCO 8+ crew competes last weekend. UCO Rowing was 
in San Diego to defend their title in the San Diego Crew 
Classic. 

MIB Baseball 

STL Cardinals use late rally to win home opener 
R.B. Fallstrom 

AP Sports Writer 

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Lance Lynn dug another early hole. The 
St. Louis Cardinals offense climbed right out of it. 

Lynn gave up three first-inning runs for the second straight 
time against the Cincinnati Reds, but again came away a win-
ner. When he's on the mound, the other pitcher often suffers. 

"There's no secret that he gets good run production," man-
ager Mike Matheny said after the Cardinals rallied for a 7-5 
victory on Tuesday night. "It's hard to explain with Lance. I 
think some guys just have a knack of being in the right place 
when we've got a lot of offensive support." 

Matt Holliday hit a go-ahead two-run double in the sixth 
inning that glanced off right fielder Jay Bruce's glove on the 
warning track. 

"I just jumped a tad early," Bruce said. "Error or not, it's a 
ball I should have caught and I expect to catch." 

Yadier Molina homered and Peter Bourjos had three hits 
and an RBI to help the Cardinals clinch their 26th series win 
to go with three losses and two splits since 2003 at Busch Sta-
dium against Cincinnati. They're 4-1 against the Reds already 
this year, leaving a top division rival scuffling at 2-6 overall. 

"There's not a whole lot of blatantly one-sided games, it's 
one or two mistakes here or there," Reds starter Homer Bailey 
said. "We can't think about what we do here or what we do 
just against them. 

"Across the board, we just need to get better." 
Bruce had a two-run triple in the first, Billy Hamilton's sec-

ond hit of the season drove in a run and Ryan Ludwick had 
two RBIs for the Reds. 

The Reds squandered a 4-0 second-inning lead by the bot-
tom half of the inning. The Cardinals averaged 5.67 runs in 
Lynn's starts last year, third-most in the National League, and 
have scored seven both outings this year. 

"The offense was able to pick me up again," Lynn said. 
"That's the beautiful thing about baseball, you can have a sub- 

Opinion 

St. Louis Cardinals' Kolten Wong hits a two-run triple dur-
ing the second inning of a baseball game against the Cin-
cinnati Reds on Tuesday, April 8, 2014, in St. Louis. (AP 
Photo/Jeff Roberson) 

St. Louis Cardinals starting pitcher Lance Lynn throws dur-
ing the first inning of a baseball game against the Cincin-
nati Reds on Tuesday, April 8, 2014, in St. Louis. (AP Pho-
to/Jeff Roberson) 

par pitching performance and great offensive night." 
Trevor Rosenthal finished for his third save in three chanc-

es. 
Bruce appeared to have a bead on Holliday's two-out drive 

with two on against Logan Ondrusek (0-1), but had to jump 
a bit at the last instant and the ball glanced off his glove as the 
Cardinals took a 6-5 lead. Bourjos added an RBI single in the 
seventh off J.J. Hoover. 

Both starters scuffled, just as they did in the second game 
of the season in Cincinnati. Lynn has surrendered eight runs 
in 11 innings and Bailey has permitted eight runs on 16 hits 
and five walks in 9 1-3 innings. 

"So far at the beginning of games I haven't been able to get 
that rhythm that I would like," Lynn said. "I've had it later in 
games and I need to get a better rhythm out of the gate and 
I'll be all right." 

Lynn is 5-1 for his career against the Reds, including three 
wins last year. Bailey is 5-10 against the Cardinals. 

"Tonight, I definitely feel like I deserve the loss," Bailey 
said. "I guess you can always say it's still early but every single 
game counts." 

Joey Votto and Bruce had one-out hits in the fifth ahead of 
Ludwick's run-scoring groundout for a 5-4 lead. 

Cardinals leadoff man Matt Carpenter had two hits, an RBI 
and was hit by a pitch against Bailey lie's 13 for 22 against 
the right-hander. 

Notes: It was 61 degrees for the first pitch, a 12-degree 
improvement over the home opener Monday ... The Cardi-
nals received World Series rings in a pre-game ceremony. "I'm 
going to be wearing this one," manager Mike Matheny said. 
"My fingers have been busted up pretty bad, so they don't 
hold rings real well. But I'm going to make sure this one stays 
with me for a while." ... Shelby Miller (0-1, 8.44) opposes 
Mike Leake (0-1, 5.40) in the series finale Wednesday after-
noon. Miller gave up three solo homers in his first start at 
Pittsburgh. Leake makes his ninth start against the Cardinals 
but just his second on the road. ... Rehabbing Reds reliever 
Sean Marshall (shoulder) is scheduled to throw an inning at 
extended spring training Wednesday. 

Softball.  

March Madness delivers yet again :Softball wins 
well known Cinderellas in the history of • 
they were under-rated. Two of the most 'Senior Day 
the tournament, I absolutely loved the s  oubleheader game. I thought it was entertaining to see 
these teams battle for the ultimate prize in* 
basketball. Not to mention, the coaching• 	

Austin Litterell in this game was an incredible intrigue. 
John Calipari, who does not get enough• 	 

Sports Reporter 

UCO softball hosted what its final home games of 
the season on Tuesday afternoon against Midwestern 
State University. The Bronchos came into the games 
with a 31-9 record on the year, including an out-
standing 17-1 in conference play. UCO is currently 
first in the MIAA softball standings this season: 

The Bronchos started off the day with a 3-1 victory 
over Midwestern. Kalynn Schrock pitched another 
complete game, giving up only four hits in the outing • to keep the batters under control. Offensively UCO 

• was lead by Hannah Justus who hit a solo home run 
for the Bronchos. UCO also had doubles from Ally 
Dziadula and Emily Ditmore. • 

The second game became interesting for UCO, • who needed a huge rally to earn the sweep. The 
Mustangs raced out to a 5-0 lead and managed to • 
hold the explosive Broncho lineup to just three hits • in the first six innings of the game. Devyn 'Frazier 
and Dziadula, who hit a two-run blast, started UCO's • 
rally. Brooke Zukerman, Ashton Smith and Ditmore • then loaded the bases for Schrock who came up with 
a massive grand slam to give the Bronchos the lead • 
for good. It was the second grand slam in as many • games for her. Schrock would also come in to close 
on the mound and earned her second save of the sea- • 
son. • UCO will finish their season on the road with 
their closest game being in Bethany, Okla. against the Above: Connecticut guard Terrence Samuel, left, and• 
Southern Nazarene Crimson Storm. Their next game Left: Connecticut guard Shabazz Napier (13) passes around Ken- 

tucky center Dakari Johnson (44) to center Amida Brimah (35) as guard Lasan Kromah hold the championship trophy after beating Kentucky 60-54, at the NCAA Final• 
 
will be held in Emporia, Kansas, in what will be a 

guard James Young (1) helps during the first half of the NCAA Final Four tournament college basketball championship. gargantuan matchup with the seventh-ranked Empo- 
Four tournament college basketball championship game Monday, game Monday, April Z 2014, in Arlington, Texas. (AP ria State Hornets. The Hornets are currently second 
April Z 2014, in Arlington, Texas. (AP Photo/Chris Steppig, pool) Photo/David J. Phillip) • 	 • in the conference with a record of 13-1 in the MIAA. 
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