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International Affairs

Lawrence Wilkerson delivers his speech entitled “We Need Not Be Enemies: Iran
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Former chief of staff to Clin Powell, Col. Lawrence

Wilkerson, addressed the need for peaceful relations
between the U.S, and Iran in the Univmity
Ballrooms Feb. 5.

~ Wilkerson explained- that the U.S. has
been unwilling to meet with Iran, because
of its strong ties to Israel, a nation currently
at odds with Iran.
“No one in that senate or that house was
willing to make a decision, or even talk

« about a strategic situation that was going

and the U.S. in the2?st Cmtury Feb. 5, 2013. Photo by Aliki Dyer, The Vista
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Lawrence Wilkerson, spbke: Tuesday night -

regarding current relations between the
United States and Iran. Wilkerson’s presen-
tation “We Need Not Be Enemies: Iran and
~ the U.S. in the 21st Century,” outlined his
views on how to mend relations between
the two nations, and avoid another war in
the Middle East.
. The high-tension relationshlp between
Iran and the U.S. stemmed from the current
nuclear developmem that is taking place in
Iran. Although Iran has maintained that the
Uranium enrichment, which is taking place
at their nuclear development plants, has
been for thesolc PUrpPose

of nuclear energ

. many.sanctions LhaL.lsolate' Iran’s economy

have been placed pendmg negotiations re-
garding exactly what Iran plans to'do with
its nuclear capabilities.

According to Wilkerson, these sanctions
are placing a chokehold not on those in
power, but instead onto the Iranian people.

“Sanctions that are indeed so crippling,
and so harmﬁ:lly crafted, bringing in much
of the world to enforce them, that they now
are doing what sanctions did in Iraq prior to
the second Iraq war. They are hurting Ira-
nian children, sick people in hospitals, and
hurting the Iranian people who by and large
still don't look on the United States as an
enemy,” said Wilkerson. o

to lead the United States into another cata-
strophic war in Western Asia because of Is-
rael,” said Wilkerson.

Although the struggle between the U.S.
and Iran has been portrayed as a fight over
nuclear capabilities, Wilkerson explained
its true root to be about who will control
the Persian Gulf. Saudi Arabia, Israel, and

ran are-all compelmg for the control of the

region, and the U.S. is waiting to align itself

“with whoever comes out on top.

“The United States wants to be able to
play with whichever regimen wins, and ful-
fill its interests,” said Wilkerson.

Wilkerson explained that the number one
goal between Iran and the U.S. needs to be
the rebuilding of trust between two nations
that have not felt trust for one another for
many years. Wilkerson said that the U.S.
should enter into talks with Iran not with
guns drawn, but instead use the military as
a last resort.

“You don't put your gun down. You still
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One of the primary functions of the
Center for eLearning and Continuing
Education at the University of Central
Oklahoma is providing a support role
for online and hybrid course training.
They deliver workshops from certify-
ing instructors to teaching online to
assisting with turning traditional class-
es into online courses. But, that’s not
all the office does.

John Gillmore and Bucky Dodd, As-
sistant Directors of Instructional Tech-
nology at UCO, explained a continu-
ing education program that is Just in
the beginning stages.

. “Its in its infancy right now. We're

determining which kind of direction
we want to go with it and how we
want it to work,” Gillmore said.

Dodd explamed the variety of av-
enues for - conlmumg education and
outlined where the program was as
far'as possible paths available for the
fature.

“The con_unumg education at vari-

ous institutions is viewed in different
ways. 1 think at UCO we're in that
process of imagining what that might
look like for us. We're looking at ways
of exploring various opportunities that
serve UCO students and the commu-
nity in a variety of ways.”

According to Gillmore, continuing
education is educational offerings that
are not connected to a college credit
hour. ;

“For example, we might offer a Mi-
crosoft certification course. You won't
get any credit hours but it looks great
on your résumé and you’ll be prepared
to pass the certification test.”

Some of the traditional forms of con-
tinuing education offered at other uni-
versities include shorter-term personal
enrichment and \rocanonal programs
from CLEET, law enfofcement train-
ing, courses and nursing certifications,
to yoga and painting classes. Dodd
explained that while some universi-
ties may implicate a more vocationally

tion, others are looking at it from a
cultural enrichment stand point, both
having their own advantages, and how
UCO looks to build their own example
of what continuing education can offer
thosé in the community.

“At the center of everything, we're
looking at what this might look like
for UCO,” Dodd said. “How do you
best support students from that con-

- tinuing education side of the commu-

nity where an academic credit may not
be their end goal? Maybe they want to
own their own business. Its about sup-
porting that process. "

Gillmore expressed how an impor-
tant part of a continuing education
program at UCO would be to look at

. things the university naturally has. He

communicated that there are outstand-
ing programs within the university al-
ready that could be easily exploited for

(ontinued on page 4

driven approach to continuing educa- “H]

HFUENTES, Contributing Whiter ¢

got it, and if you have to use it, you use it.
But you do start by talking, then you build
trust through that talking and maybe even-
tually you get to a point where you can ac-
tually achieve something,” said Wilkerson.

If talks between Iran and world powers
are unsuccessful, then Wilkerson described
a lengthy and expensive war that would re-
sult from the fallout. The result of this war
would be unsuccessful because the next
person to take control of the government
would eventually also want nuclear capabil-
ity, and the U.S. would be back at square
one.

. Iranian ofﬂua[s are curremly polsed to
“'meéet later this month with world powersto -

discuss the possibility of accepting limits on
its nuclear program in order to lift the sanc-
tions currently placed on the nation. Al-
though Iran has not officially accepted the
invitation to meet with the European Union
on Feb. 25 and 26, Irans Foreign Minis-
ter Ali Akbar Salehi said that he thought
the dates were good news when speaking
Sunday at the 49th Munich Security Con-
ference. .
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The Absurdity of the National Rifle Association

The preposterous public relations
parade of the National Rifle Associa-
tion (NRA) continues with scare tac-
tics and paranoia as grand marshals.

After the school shootings in
Newtown, Conn. on Dec. 14, 2012,
Wayne LaPierre, executive vice pres-
ident and CEO of the NRA, spoke at
a press conference that became a PR
nightmare.

LaPierre’s blame game ran the gam-
ut, even mentioning hurricanes and
man-made disasters as instigators of
gun violence. He also insists that a
nationwide database of the mentally
ill should be created. It is interest-
ing that LaPierre pouts the moment
someone wants real dialogue about
gun control, yet sees no importance
in doctor/patient privilege.

Throughout the approximately
25-minute rant, LaPierre uses scare
tactics and name-calling to deflect
any attention to firearms themselves.
Video game companies become a
“shadow industry.” National media

‘owners and their stockholders be-

came “co-conspirators.” The NRA
comes across more as a tin foil hat
wearing crackpot rather than an or-
ganization trying to solve a problem.

The buffoonery of the association

- firearms into stadiums.

was once again on display when a
post on the organization’s legislative
action website, nraila.org, made the
rounds. It is a list containing the
names of close to 500 individuals,
groups and organizations that have
supposedly lent their name to help
pass anti-gun legislation.

Brace yourself, here is an ekample
of the mind-blowing “co-conspira-
tors” the NRA feels you must keep
an eye one.

Barry Manilow, the Temptations,
and Boyz Il Men.

Yes, the ground did ]USt move be-
neath your feet. Hold on tight.

St. Louis Rams of the NFL.

Yes, former Oklahoma Sooners
quarterback Sam Bradford and his
offensive line want to take away
your guns. The Kansas City Chiefs
and the Karsas City Royals of Major
League Baseball also have their eye
on your 12-gauge shotgun.

What was these professional
sports team’s crime against the NRA?
Apparently the organizations voiced
concern about the passage of a Mis-
souri concealed weapon bill in 2003.
They did not want people bringing
NRA en-
emy? Check!

Cartoon by Evan Oldham

Do you use D21.? What'’s your overall opinion of it?

LILLIAN SEAY
Engineering Physics - Freshman

“Yes, I have. I think it has promise but
stil has some work to do.”

“Yeah, 1 do [like it]. I guess because
it organizes my classes.”

AUSTIN OLIVER
Theater Education - Freshman

“I do. I think it was a great concept
but it could use some work.”

Though these examples are hu-
morous, there are entrants that are
disturbing. The National Parent
Teacher Association, the American
Medical Association, the American
Psychological Association, and the
National Black Churches, Inc.,
name a few. :

Why is the NRA singling Out
teachers, medical practitioners and
clergy? These are groups of citizeris
who spend their lives educating, im-
proving our health and helping us
gain peace of mind.

Is it a stretch to say that the NRA
believes guns are more important
than education, health or belief? I
believe the argument can be made.

Meanwhile, the NRA sells ideas of
gun-toting hurricanes and anti-sec-
ond amendment sports teams. -

For an organization whose mis-
sion of protecting gun rights would
benefit by relating to the public and
gaining support, the NRA is the
master of alienation.

COFFEE IS THE
LIFE'S BLOOP
OF MY FEQKLE.

AMPUS QUOTES ,,

CHRIS KORTJENS
Undecided-Freshman

“l use D2L just to communicate
with teachers but I wish the layout
was a little more clear.”
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Miss Black UCO participants stand on stage during last year’s competition, Feb. 4, 2012,

155 BLACK UCO PAGEA
A\T0 TAKE PLACE FRIDAY

Contestants will take to the stage Friday at 7:00 p.m. Photo by Cyn Sheng, The Vista

« | INDSEY RICKARDS, Staff Writer ¢ -

10 contestants will compete for the title of
Miss Black UCO 2013 in Constitution Hall of
the Nigh University Center at 7:00 p.m. Feb. 9.

The contenders are full-time UCO students

. who have met the required 2.0 GPA to compete
.“in the scholarship pageant.
. This is “an opportunity for the UCO popu-
lation to view these women as they celebrate
African American culture,” said NeShawn Con-
ley UCO Director, Office of Diversity and Inclu-
sion.

The program includes the 10% participation
in interview, swimsuit, talent, evening gown
and on-stage question.

A panel of five judges, who are each members
of the Oklahoma community, will choose the
winner, as well as first and second runner up
of the pageant.

Conley said that once crowned, the Queen
will be required to implement two programs
during her reign that highlight her platform, at-

~ tend Homecoming and be in attendance of all
pageants. ;
- According to Conley, Miss Black UCO is a

Donate plasma today and earn up to

$300 a month!

Who knew | could earn money, '
save lives, and get free wi-fi
at the same time?

716 NW 23rd St., Oklahoma City, OK 73103

Scan for an insider look at
the plasma donation process

To scan and view content, you must download
a QR code reader from your App store.

*Applicable for eligible, qualified new donors.
. Fees vary by weight. New donors must bring photo 1D,
. proof of address and Sodal Security number.

Wedding
packages
starting at

$800.

CALL TODAY TO
RESERVE YOUR DATE!

(405) 414-6929

www.boli-photography.com

YOU ARE BEAUTIFUL

preliminary to Miss Black Oklahoma, which is
a preliminary to Miss Black International.

Conley, accompanied by Tanischa Williams,
Miss Black UCO 2005 and Director of Miss
Black UCO 2013, make up the pageant com-
mittee.

Williams did prep work with the contestants
ranging from walking to interviewing.

In the previous months, Williams held re-
view and rehearsals for the 10 to work on the

. opening number she choreographed, as well as

preparation for their on stage debut.

Williams said this was done to “make sure
they feel confident when they go on stage.”

Sarah Smith, Miss Black UCO 2011, and
Jonathan Naugles, UCO kinesiology major, will
host the event that is free to UCO students with
a student ID and $5 to the public.

Conley said that she encourages everyone to
come out. .

Conley said that Miss Black UCO is a pageant

" for the contestants to share their cultiire, influ-

ence and ideas.
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Screens of Death

I don't like‘technology.

You don't hear many people
nowadays saying that, and before
you whip out your label-maker,
hear me out. I'm not one of those
people that dress in thrift store
clothes and claim their “vintage,”
that claim to read the classics and
find profound meaning in poor
hygiene.

I know those people, and I can-
not stand to be around them. So
how could I be one?

Its not that 1 don't-adore my
Mac, or that a single touch on
my phone will connect me with
friends that have moved thousands
of miles away. I relish in being able
to watch The Food Network after
a long day of work, and I can't tell

you how thankful I am for running

water and electricity.

That’s not the kind of technology
I can’t stand. To be more accurate,
I suppose, its the kind of depen-
dency technology creates.

My father, a farming man who
works with his hands and keeps
dirt under his nails, suddenly has
a television in nearly every room
of the house. In fact, a few Christ-
mases ago, 1 had to get a smart-
phone I didnt want, simply be-
cause he thought it was necessary.

oﬁft/e 7%‘44
SUNSHINE

By Kara Stewart |

As human beings, we need to
be entertained. Constantly, consis-
tently, to the point where if there is
nothing new on Facebook, Twitter,
or Instagram, we get annoyed. We
need all the comforting interaction
that the internet provides: instant
access, instant entertainment, but
without all of the awkwardness of
personal interaction.

We all joke about the impend-
ing apocalypse of the dead, but
if we're being completely honest,
how many of us could survive?

Could you handle running for
your life, or will your couch-cush-
ioned legs fail you? Could you
sleep without the dim glow of your
phone? Pass the time in the woods
without hearing music or watch-
ing a movie?

Do you even remember how to
do things organically, remember
life before the Internet? What if
you had to write your thesis paper
but could not use the Internet at
all?

Don't mistake me: technology is
a blessing. But, like all good things,
it has its limits. It should connect
you with the rest of the world, not
keep you from it.
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with Vagina Monolouges program
+ OLANREWAJU SULEIMAN, Contributing Wrtier ¢

The UCO Womens Outreach Center is
partnering with the ‘Office of Diversity and
Inclusion to sponsor V-Week.

V-Week is a way to bring'awareness to UCO
of international violence against women.

Women’s Outreach Center student coordi-
nator, Tess Bromme is the head of this years

| V-Week.

“This week is an international campaign to
~ stop violence against young girls and wom-
- en,” she said. “This years V-Week takes place

between Feb. 12 through Feb. 14.”

Bromme wants students to participate in
the numerous activities taking place during
the week. Activities include two documenta-
ries.on violence against women and a perfor-
.mance of the Off Broadway play The Vagina
Monologues. :

“Both 'documentaries are about the V-Week
campaign,” she said. “On billion nsmg is a
-gentle call to action.” :

/One of V-Weeks mam attractions is' the
perfonnance of The Vagina Monologues. Ac-
tivist and playwright Eve Ensler established
‘the Vagina Monologues,in 1996. The play in-

cludes various monologues performed by. dif-:7
ferent women about-fernale empowerment. f

It has been performed in over 100 coun-
‘tries. Several celebrities, including* Oprah
Winfry and Meryl Streep, have done mono-
‘logues from the play.

Eight women attended the first rehearsal of

\The UCO performance of The Vagina Mono-

logues. The group was made up of both stu-
-dents and faculty. _

Philosophy professor Eva M Dadlez is one
of the performers. She is in full support of V-
Week and wants all people in the UCO com-
munity to participate in the activities. This is
not the first time Dadlez has done The Vagina
Monologues.

She has both performed in the play, and has

assisted in the production. One year, Dadlez
assisted in raising $3,000 for women’s rights.

She says that she will continue to partici-
pate in The Vagina Monologues for as long
as she can.

“I'm a feminist,” she said. “By doing play, I
want people to take away the bizarre squea-
mishness they have towards talking about
women’s rights.”

It is Dadlez’s hope that people will respond
positively to the play. Since its’ debut in 1996,
The Vagina Monologues has raised over $75
million for women’s rights group across the
world.

The play will take place Wednesday Feb.
13 in the Radke Recital Hall in the Center for
Transformative Learning.

The group Women of Many Ethnic Na-
uonalmes is cosponsoring V-Week activities.
Jackle Hines,'a sophomore nursing major, is
thts year’s WO.M.EN. president.

*'She has been preparing with Women’s Out-
reach Center to have a successful V-Week.

“We have been planning V-Week for" ‘a_
while,” she said. “This is UCQO%s second cr ;

third time to have it.”
7 Hines wants the UCO. community to have
a-positive V-Week experience, and to leav‘e

with a better understanding of womens_

rights and violence agamst women. 'y
“V-Week has a point,” she says. “It stands
for violence prevention, and, that’s what we

want people to. takg.gmf'»&om it.” ool |

The first V-Week event is the screening of

-~ -the documeritary “Until The Violence Stops,”

which begins at 11 a.m. in the Heritage Room
of The Nigh University Center on Tuesday,
Feb. 12.

‘For a full schedule of the week’s events
contact Tess Bromme at (405) 974-3626, or
by visiting www.uco.edu/student-life/woc.

“History, despite its wrenching pain, cannot be unlived, but if
- faced with courage, need not be lived again.”

- Maya Angelou

UCO KOREAN NIGHT IS SUE"NDAY

. The Korean Student Association (KSA)
will be hosting the annual Korean Night
Sunday, Feb. 10 at the Constitution Hall
starting 6 p.m. _

Admission is free but tickets must be col-
lected from the KSA booth at the NUC. The
booth will be available from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. this week.

Food will be served to the first 300 peo-
ple.

Performances for the mght will include a
Korean drum performance, K-pop singing
and dancing, and a traditional show.

This years theme will focus on K-pop,
or Korean popular music and culture. Do

Korean: Night, says that this night will be.

"‘cxally Gangnam Style, Then' music chart has .
bgﬁx{;ff thg ropf ?

'lxke orean; ba}n

Af]

Yeon Kim, the Public Relations officer of

an exciting opportunity to explore Korean.

pop culture. |
+ “Korean music is getting popular, espe-

» MERVYN CHUA, Staff Wrtier «

beautiful history and culture. In the past’
years, we have had the opportunity to ex-
plore the older traditions and cultures. That
is why we decided to go with this theme”.

. Kim said that practices began two months
ago and a lot of preparation has been done
to ensure a great night.

Jin Jin Paine, a speech pathology - fresh-
man, is excited about the theme too. :

“I think that this would be a good time
for UCO students to recognize Korean mu-
sic and culture together. I looked up Ko-
rean music and bands recently-and have
been very fascinated by them. This will be
a good event to experience new culture and
music.”

Hyunhye Yoo, a Korean International Ju--
nior in Finance urges people to come l'or
the event.

“I really like the idea of a Korean nght I,
gives us the opportunity as Koreans toshare .

* our culture to everyone at UCO, There’is so

; much more to Korea;than people reahze 1
hop" that as many Réeple would come. Ilsﬁ

-free, and there’s food "So, why not?” 7
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_ continuing education in a way where ev-
© eryone wims. = ot v
Dodd described why
:sources inside the university for. continuing
" education programs is a positive endeavor
as well as briefly outlining the benefits' be-
hind a future cooperative effort.

“There is a support function-in continu-
ing education,” Dodd said. “We want to
find the strengths that are in existing de-
partments and really support them in doing
these sorts of things. They are the experts in
their area after all.”

Feb. 25 and 26 the Center for eLearning
and Continuing Education will be hosting
the Heartland eLearning conference, featur-
ing keynote speakers Michael Wesch and
Dr. Mark David Milliron.

Wesch, a cultural Anthropologist who

explores the effects of new media on soci-

mcorporaung

ety and culture has been dubbed by Wired:

-magazine as *the’ explainer” and ‘was re-.

cently named an Emerging Explorer by Na-.
tional Geographic. . ;
Dr. Milliron served as the Deputy Dlrec-
tor for Postsecondary Improvement w1_th'
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
before being named Chancelour of WGU
Texas, a nonprofit university dedicated to
providing affordable, accredited and high
quality online and hybrid degree programs:
in high demand fields. ;
“This is a world class eLearning confer- -
ence brought straight to UCO. It’s another
way to bring experts in the online teach-
ing realm here,” Gillmore said. “The people
who are really interested in making their
online classes better can learn a lot. The
hard part is deciding which sessions to at-
tend.” i
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Judge falls asleep W
MOSCOW (AP) — A Russian judge has
been fired after he caught 40 winks in court
and then sentenced an outraged defendant to
five years in prison.
Judge Yevgeny Makhno of Blagovesh-
chensk City Court in Russias Far East was

forced to resign Friday for obviously falling
asleep several times while trying a business-
man on charges of fraud..

The case became a nauonal scandal after
the defendant’s lawyer posted several videos
online of Makhno asleep in court. The videos

were then shown on state television.

Makhno claimed that he was not sleeping,
but listening with his eyes closed, the reports
said.

But since a higher court decided not to
punish him, Makhno only has to take an

Stomes and photos by AP
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exam to be reinstated.
The defendant, however, will be given a
new trial.

Nudists arrested

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Four pro-
A testers were arrested entirely in the buff
¢| as they took to the steps of San Francisco
| City Hall in a brazen challenge of the city’s
ban on public nudity on Friday, the first
day it went into effec_g. '

One woman and three men — one
| wearing just a mesh thong — were taken
into custody as about a dozen other pro-
testers in various states of undress parad-
ed around with painted slogans on their
bodies, holding up signs with messages

such as “The Human Body is Beautiful.”

Police gave them a 15-minute warning
to disperse or put pants on before officers
arrested those who failed to cover them-
selves. The protesters said their arrest
would advance the cause of “body free-
dom.”

“No matter what, we're going to contin-
ue practicing body freedom,” said Gypsy
Taub, a mother of two who hosts a lo-
cal cable program devoted to the nudist
cause. “In a society thats repressed and

crazy, that glorifies war and at the same
time criminalizes the human body ... nu-
dity is a political statement.”

In December, the Board of Supervi-
sors voted 7-4 in favor of the ordinance,
which prohibits exposed genitals in most
public places, including streets, sidewalks
and public transit. A federal judge ruled
Tuesday that nudity was not protected free
speech and upheld San Francisco’s ban on
most displays of public nudity.

Sculpture thief

BERLIN (AP) — German police have recovered a
cookie sculpture that may have been stolen by someone
impersonating the Cookie Monster.

Spokeswoman Jacobe Heers says the 20- kllogram (44
pound) gilded sculpture was found Tuesday morning
outside a university. It was hanging from the neck of a
horse sculpture with a red ribbon.

The century-old cookie was reported stolen last
month from the office of a bakery company in Han-
noyer.

A local newspaper later received a letter demanding
cookies be delivered to children at a hospital. The paper
also received a picture of someone dressed like Sesame
Streets Cookie Monster holding what appeared to be
the stolen cookie.

The Bahlsen company promised a reward of 52,000
packets of cookies for a charitable cause if their emblem
turned up.

. No suspect has been apprehended.

Opg _' 0 :rtunlty SOU ght at 2013 Career and Interh Fair

Students talk to oryamzatrons representatives at Career and !ntemsh;p Fa:r at NUC Students sign up for the Career and fnternsh;p Farr at NUC Baﬂroom Feb. 6, 20?3

Baliroom, Feb. 6, 2013. Photo by Cyn .S'heng Ling, The Vista

Photo by Cyn Sheng ng, The Vista

Enter The Sixth Annual Buck The Norm
Video Scholarship Contest

HINDSIGHT
IS 20/20

Submit & video telling us how you would handle
your finances differently,. if you could go badk i
time. How are you planning to make sure you
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Help Wanted

Nanny wanted in Ed-
mond for boy 10, girl

8. Must be dependable,
honest. Hours vary.
Please call Kate at 405-

833-7443.

Help Wanted

Ms. Felicia’s Blessed
Ones Child Care is now
hiring for all positions,
apply in person at 1130
Chowning Avenue Ed-
mond, OK 73034. No
phone calls please!

Help Wanted

Student to clean vacant
apts, general house
cleaning, Afternoons.
Near UCO. Must be de-
pendable, trustworthy,
and do quality work.
Call Connie. 641-0712.

Help Wanted

Nanny Wanted in
Edmond 2.5 miles from
university (children
ages 10, 8 & 5) Needed
before and after school,
Thursday’s until 10 pm
and summer break.

Live in with room and
board possible. Good
driving record a must,
background check and
references required.
Please contact Saman-
tha at (405) 412-0671
or samjohnson37@cox.
net

Help Wanted

PT Stocker. Must be
able to lift 50 Ibs.
Apply in person:
1283 W. Danforth.
No phone calls.

Camelot Child
Development
Center

3 Locations now hiring
bus drivers and FI/PT
teachers.

We promote a very

positive and fun atmo-

sphere!

Please call for specific
openings:
Edmond-749-2262
Quail-254-5222

Deer Creek- 562-1315

Help Wanted

Looking for conscien-
tious workers. Manager
Trainees and Chef

Tfainees, Part-time
servers, bussers, & bar-
tenders. No experience
necessary. Call 405-
749-0120.

Help Wanted

River Oaks Golf Club is
looking to hire enthusi-
astic and flexible Food
& Beverage employees
willing to work in the
multiple facets of our
department. Come ap-
ply Mon-Fri between
2:00-4:00 pm at 10909
Clubhouse Road, Ed-
mond, OK 73013; or
call 771-5800 to make
appointment (ask for
Michael or Katherine).

Advertise
with us!

Contact
Aaron Wilder
for details.

1-405-974-5918
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“MIAA Championship this sunday

U unior Znick Ferrell wres, against Colorado State-Pueblo on Saturda Feb. , 2013. Photo Cody Johnson, The Vista

Cody Johnson
Contributing Writer

The University of Central Oklaho-
ma will host the 2013 Mid-America
Intercollegiate Athletic Association
Wrestling Championship Sunday
in Hamilton Fieldhouse. Six teams,
including UCO, will wrestle for the
championship starting at 10 a.m.

The tournament will be
comprised of wrestlers from the
No. 3 ranked University of Central
Oklahoma, No. 8 ranked Nebras-
ka-Kearney, No. 17 ranked Fort
Hays State, Central Missouri, Lin-

denwood, and Truman State. Each
team will have one wrestler at each
weight class. This is the first year
UCQO is wrestling in the MIAA con-
ference.

“I'm glad and excited to host our
first conference tournament” Coach
David James said, “It's a positive.”

The Bronchos have already been
declared the Mid-America Intercol-
legiate Athletic Association Dual
Champions and hope to take home
the MIAA tournament title this
weekend.

The MIAA championship is an
individual style tournament, where
each wrestler advances in his weight

bracket individually and wins
points by advancing toward the
overall tournament team score.
“One school might only have one
or two good wrestlers but they are a
good tournament team. Those guys
can move to the finals and score a
lot of tournament team points”,
Coach David James said. [ really
like this tournament being where it
is in the season because it is a good
simulation of regionals and nation-
als, which are a couple weeks away.
Two Broncho wrestlers are
currently on winning streaks.
133-pounder Casey Rowell has 21
wins in a row and 149-pounder Jor-

dan Basks has 17 straight wins.

UCO also has five nationally
ranked wrestlers going into the
tournament, No. 3 ranked Casey
Rowell (1331bs.), No. 1 ranked Jor-
dari Basks (1491lbs.), No. 3 ranked
Cory Dauphin (157lbs.), No. 6
ranked Kelly Henderson (174lbs.),
No. 8 ranked Cody Dauphin.

‘Nebraska-Kearney also has five
nationally ranked wrestlers, while
Fort Hays State has two nationally
ranked wrestlers.

These wrestlers have met earlier
in the season and are expected to
face each other again this weekend.

. At 125 pounds Ryan

Brooks, a sophomore for the Bron-
chos, defeated Jake Gentzler of
Nebraska-Kearney in a 4-3 decision
earlier this season.

. At 141 pounds No. 5
ranked Charles Napier of Fort Hays
defeated Trison Graham, a senior
for the Bronchos in a 3-2 decision
earlier this season

. At 149 pounds No. 1
ranked Jordan Basks, a junior for
the Bronchos, defeated the defend-
ing national champion from Ne-
braska-Kearney in a 6-3 decision
earlier this season.

. At 157 pounds No. 2
ranked Chase White of Nebraska-
Kearney defeated No. 3 ranked
Cory Dauphin, a junior for the
Bronchos, in a 3-1 decision earlier
this season.

. At 174 pounds Travis
Budke of Fort Hays defeated No. 6
ranked Kelly Henderson, a senior
for the Bronchos in a 3-2 decision
earlier in the season.

. At 184 pounds Mark Fiala
of Nebraska-Kearney defeated Tan-
ner Keck, a senior for the Bronchos,
in a 5-3 decision earlier this season.

. At 197 pounds Matt Len-
agh of Nebraska-Kearney defeated
Znick Ferrell, a junior for the Bron-
chos, in a 3-2 decision eatlier this
season.

UCO has never been in a colle-
giate sports conference with enough
schools that have wrestling to par-
ticipate in conference champion-
ships, but that changed when UCO
switched to the MIAA conference
this year, Coach David James said.
MIAA has 10 member schools in its
conference, six of which have wres-
tling,

Hockey

Sooners versus Bronchos in home and home series

Chris Brannick
Sports Editor

The UCO Hockey team is hosting the
Oklahoma Sooners on Friday night in
Edmond at the Arctic Edge Ice Arena,
followed by a short trip to Oklahoma
City for a second game on Saturday at
the Blazers Ice Center.

“There isn’t another team we would
rather be playing,” sophomore goalie
Tory Caldwell said.

The Sooners (19-11-5) have won the
previous two meetings by a combined
score of 13 to three with OU shutting
out the Bronchos in the second match-
up 5-0. The Bronchos however are reel-
ing this month after skating through
the month of January with only one
loss. Central went 10-1, including
three forfeit victories and key wins over
then number one ranked Arizona State
and number 14 lowa State, who defeat-
ed the Sooners the week prior.

Opinion

When asked if the ISUs win over
Oklahoma was relevant, Caldwell said
no. “No, we are a confident group, it
has been proven in this league that any
team can win on a given night, if we
show up and play our systems well, it
will make for a couple of very enter-
taining games.”

The Bronchos went 1-1 in Tempe,
Ariz. earlier this month and last week-
end defeated the Cyclones in a thrilling
come from behind victory, 6-5.

As has been the theme all season for
UCOQ, the freshman class has stepped
up and became leaders of the team.
Riley Spraggs has 12 goals scored this
season including a hat-trick against
Colorado State on Friday, Feb. 25. Ry-
lan Duley, another freshman, is right
behing Spraggs for the team lead with
11 goals scored. Jordan Bledsoe leads
the team in total points with 24, most
of which come from his team-leading
16 assists.

Caldwell has been the mainstay in

goal for Central all season and boasts a
.91 save percentage to show for it.
Oklahoma is led by a freshman as
well. Jordan Greenberg continues to
show his talent with 31 points off of
20 assists. The Sooners are led in goals
scored by a sophomore, Darrell Boldon,
who has 16 this season in 35 games.
Colin Fernandez mans the net for the
Sooners. The junior has a 2.48 goals al-
lowed average and a .92 save percent-
age.
“We are very familiar with each other
including close friendships, however
that will all be forgotten when the puck
.drops on Friday. Hopefully we can have
a big crowd and elevate this rivalry to a
new level,” Caldwell said.

’ The puck drops at 7:30 p.m. for Fri-
day’s game and on Saturday in Okla-
homa City, face-off is at 4 p.m.

-UCO freshman Corey Allen ffgts fo the puck in a game
against Colorado State on Friday, Jan. 25, 2013. Photo
Provided

Full Timeout: National Signing Day brings ecitement

Sports Editor

Timeout. National Signing Day
brought to the forefront thousands of
fresh-faced soon to be freshman, who
now, at least for today are celebrities.
Top-shelf, cream of the crop, big man on
campus football players.

One of the most exciting days in the
life of a high school athlete could be the
day he signs his name on a national let-
ter of intent. Putting in ink, his decision
on where he will spend the next few
years or at least the next semester. You
could consider this the high school ver-
sion of LeBron James’ “Decision.”

Months and months of recruiting lead
up to this day. UCO head coach Nick
Bobeck guaranteed that after today there
will be an empty office for a little while.
From last season’ recruiting to what lit-

"tle can be done during the most recent

season and to this offseason, football
coaching stalls do not stop recruiting.

Alabama won the Division 1 National
Championship earlier this year. Reports
say they spent nearly one million dollars
on recruiting. Central Oklahoma may
not have spent one percent of that much
but the work was the same.

“They [parents] are sending their
most prized possession to college and
they need to know who they are sending
them to,” Bobeck said. The now second-
year head coach spoke about sitting in
the living rooms of recruits and haying
to ensure those parents this was not just
an okay place to let their kids come to
school but the best place and the only
place their kid belonged.

This year is the first time I really fol-
lowed National Signing Day. 1 can re-
member when they came before but 1
never actually followed them with the

interest that 1 did this year. I woke up

at 7:00 a.m. on Wednesday and was al-
ready an hour behind what was happen-
ing. Twitter notifications, emails and text
messages awaited me and [ went from,
just rolled out of bed-groggy to just
drank three pots of coffee-excited.
Seeing all of these kids make the big-
gest decision of their early lives was
fascinating. There were even negative
tweets to the kids who chose one school
over another. That isn't the fascinating

[ B

part to me, what’s fascinating is the deci- (RS
sion that is being made. A kid choosing .
where they are going to school in the
fall has hundreds of different factors to
consider, and because of sports, specifi-
cally football, these kids made those de-
cisions.

It took me back to myself making a
decision to come to UCO for some ran-
dom reason. There will be a huge fresh-
man class come August, 25 of those kids
will be revealed to the true nature of col-
lege football.

“Saturday’s are the reward,” Bobeck
said. “There is no glitz and glamour in
what goes on Monday through Friday.”

Very soon this small group of kids are
going to get the realization that life is
hard, college is harder and well, football
is football.

In this Jan. 5, 2013, file photo, Mississippi head coaéh
Hugh Freeze signals touchdown following a score
against Pittsburgh during the second half of the BBVA
Compass Bowl NCAA college football game at Legion
Field in Birmingham, Ala. The second-year Mississippi
coach is poised to haul in @ mammoth recruiting class
on Wednesday’s National Signing Day. (AP Photo/Dave
Martin, File)
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Bronchos ink 25 commits on Signing Day

Vista
Whitt Carter

After being named head coach at
Central Oklahoma last January, Nick
Bobeck showed that he could recruit
in only a few weeks' time.

Now, with a full year and offsea-
son under his belt, Bobeck and his
staff have put together an impres-
sive, young recruiting class that will

solidify the Bronchos in the coming
years.

“We signed a quality class,” Bo-
beck said. “I've got a great staff that
works with me. They don't work for
me.”

Bobeck and his staff have signed
25 individuals who will join the
team this summer for their first se-.
mester next fall. Many of the signees
are local Oklahoma kids, something
that Bobeck made apparent from
day one, not letting in-state talent
get away.

“We're in the heart of Oklahoma.

We are built on kids from the state

uco Fotbﬂ head coach Nick Bobeck holds up one ﬁngas the
clock winds down on his first victory at UCO. Photo by Aliki Dyer, The

of Oklahoma,” Bobeck said.

On the offensive side of the ball,
the Bronchos welcome in state
quarterbacks Chas Stallard from
Cleveland and Brooks Robertson
from Roland. Stallard, 6-foot-1,
195-pounds, threw for 2,079 yards
and 23 touchdowns and only six
picks in his senior season. Robert-
son was just as impressive, throwing
for 2,446 yards and 35 touchdowns,
with only four interceptions.

At the running back position,
without a doubt UCO5 best in this
class, the Bronchos welcome two
in-state prospects. Chavez Wyatt,
from Douglas, comes to UCO af-

. ter running for 1,200 yards and 10
-touchdowns on only 125 carries in

his senior season. Joining Wyatt will
be Jake Gandara from Fort Gibson.
Gandara ran for 2,234 yards and 30
touchdowns on only 243 carries.

Both players averaged more than

nine yards per carry.

At wide receiver, .the Bronchos
welcome several in-state guys, in-
cluding Josh Crockett from Bristow,
Braden Calip from Jenks, Zach Hill

. Coppell High School (TX,) offensive lineman Leighton
Light smiles after signing his National Letter of Intent on
Wednesday, Feb. 6, 2013, Photo prowded

] from Blanchard and Colton Shear-

wood from Stigler. Hill is a big target,
checking in at 6-foot-4, 205-pounds
and was one of the top wideouts in
Oklahoma last season.

On the offensive line, where the
Bronchos return plenty of talent, Bo-
beck and his staff got two big-time
commits from more in-state players.
Sam Noble, from Oologah, turned
down the chance to be a preferred
walk-on at QU to attend UCO, and
Brandon Waggoner,  from ' Jenks,
chose UCO over MIAA rival Pitt
State. Both linemen were Oklaho-
man All-State selections.

Alongside Noble, UCO will see

¥l Leighton Light play offensive line
| in the near future. Light, a 6-foot-
. 2, 285-pound center, was a three-
/| year starter at Coppell High School

in Coppell, Texas. The Bronchos
also welcome in-state talent Hunter
Chaifant from Hinton. Chaifant is a
6-foot-5, 280-pound tackle. :

On defense, the Bronchos added
depth at all positions, especially
linebacker and defensive line; spots
where UCO loses four to five starters
to graduation from last season.

The Bronchos lose three starters
on the defensive line, in particular
inside, where they lose two of the
most productive in program history.
Bobeck and his staff filled the void,
however, by signing several solid
prospects. :

One of the top prospects in the
class is Dillon Rice of Muskogee.
Rice was seeing Division 1 attention
from several schools, including Tul-
sa, Kansas and TCU. Rice is listed at
6-foot-3, 285-pounds.

Alongside Rice will be Dominique
Wryatt from Rowlett, Texas and B.J.
Scott and Aaron Williams, both from
Lawton. Wyatt is listed at 6-foot-3,

270-pounds and had 24 tackles last .

Season.
UCQO also got one more commit-
ment to play defensive end next
year in Lateze Clayton, a 6-foot-1,
220-pound prospect out of Wag-
oner.
_At the linebacker spot, Edmond
native Kooper Ruminer gave his
commitment to the Bronchos in

mld-December Rummer 6 foot-3,
225-pounds, racked up 150 tackles
for Deer Creek last year. However,
Ruminer could possibly play H-back
for the Bronchos, which is 'similar to
a fullback in Bobeck’s system.

Alongside Ruminer will be Dylan
Cantrell, another recruit from Wag-
oner. Cantrell is an outside lineback-
er, listed at 6-foot-4, 200-pounds.

UCO hit the defensive backfield
harder than any other position,
snagging five individuals (two from
Oklahoma and three from Texas) to
provide depth, as well as improve
talent wise.

The Bronchos got commitments
in the back ‘end from Dedrien
Nowden and Cade Shearwood,
both from Oklahoma. Nowden, a
native of Davis, is one of: the: faster
recruits in this class and is a great
cover guy. He is listed at 5-foot-10,
160-pounds. Shearwood, the broth-
er of previously mentioned commit-
ment Colton Shearwood, is listed at
6-foot-1, 190-pounds and will likely
play safety.

The three Texas commits were all-
important grabs for UCO. The three
defensive backs heading north are
Dylan Ward from Flowermound,
Clay McKenzie from Callisburg and
Omari Cole from Coppell. Ward is a
quick, cover corner that is listed at
5-foot-10, 170-pounds. McKenzie
will likely join Shearwood at safety,
as he is a big, rangy athlete at 6-foot,
190-pounds. Cole joins Leighton
Light from Coppell, and is another
cover corner, listed at 5-foot-10,
180-pounds. '

“I'm really proud of the kids and
that speaks to the:kids and what
type of kids we recruited:” Bobeck
said.

Also joining the class are . five

transfers, including three from Divi-

on campus-and will go through
spring workouts with the Bronchos.

“The thing we’re most excited
about is two of them have three

_years to play and three of them have

four years to play.” Bobeck said.
Donovan Roberts, a native of Nor-
man, comes to UCO from Arkansas,

. loss.
sion-I schools. These five are already . -

where he spent last season redshirt-
ing during his first semester. Roberts,
who is listed at 6-foot, 210-pounds,
rushed for over 3,600 yards and 55
touchdowns in his final two years at.
Norman. Roberts was a top recruit
in the state as a senior, ranked #6
overall by Rivals.com and was the
state’s second-ranked running back.

- Also returning to his home state is
Southmoore graduate Andrew Long.
The 5-foot-9, 185-pound running
back spent his first semester at Air
Force, after running for 1,084 yards
and 11 touchdowns as a senior for
the Sabercats. In 2011, Long ran the
40-yard dash in 4.40 seconds.

" The third D-1 newcomer to the
UCO program will be Pittsburg
transfer and linebacker Jason Frim-
pong. The Irving, Texas native spent
last fall away from football after
redshirting. during his freshman
year in 2011. Frimpong, 5-foot-10,
218-pounds, was a star at MacAr-
thur High, where he played quar-
terback, running back and wide
receiver.

Another Oklahoma native will
return to the metro area along with
Long and Roberts, as former Heri-
tage Hall defensive tackle Markus
Wakefield will don the bronze and
blue this fall, after spending his first
semester at Howard. Wakefield,
6-foot-1, 285-pounds, was rated as
a two-star recruit by Rivals.com and
also had offers from Colorado State
and Louisiana Tech.

The final transfer in the 2013
class is defensive end Adrian Mack,
who comes to UCO from Hutchison
(Kan.) Community College. Mack is
a 6-foot-4, 250-pound sophomore
who redshirted last season after fin-
ishing his freshman campaign with
24 tackles, four of which were for a

Itsa very pl‘OImSll'lg class for. lhe
Bronchos, as some will likely red-
shirt and some may have a chance
to play right away. Regardless, this
class sets UCO up ideally for the
near future, as the Bronchos try to
return to national prominence and
local dominance.

Carl Ae‘bert Hfgh School senior Ky!e Wa!ker poses with
his family after signing his National Letter of Intent on
Wednesday, Feb 6, 2013. Photo prowded
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