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P r e f a c e

John S t e i n b e c k * s  The G rapes  o f  i r a t h  i m p r i n t e d  upon th e  

American p sy ch e  t h e  v i s i o n  o f  Oklahoma a s  a l a n d  o f  g r i n d i n g  

r u r a l  p o v e r t y  and h o p e l e s s n e s s .  For many o b s e r v e r s  t h e  r e 

g ion  t h a t  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  b o o s t e r s  l a b e l e d  t h e  " l a n d  

o f  t h e  f a i r  God,"  became t h e  e p i to m e  o f  how e x p l o i t a t i v e  c a 

p i t a l i s m  had p e r v e r t e d  t h e  American dream. I n s t e a d  o f  t h e  

a f f l u e n c e  and in d ep en d en ce  boomer e l e m e n t s  had p ro m ise d ,  

p r i v a t i o n  and t e n a n c y  became t h e  l o t  o f  most Oklahoma fa rm 

e r s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .

I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  h i s t o r i a n s  Gar in  Burbank and James  B. 

Green have p rov ided  t h e  d e t a i l s  of  t h e  Oklahoma S o c i a l i s t  

p a r t y ,  v e r i f y i n g  t h e  s t r e n g t h  and v i t a l i t y  o f  t h e  movement 

where i t  r e a c h e d  t h e  apex  o f  i t s  e l e c t o r a l  s u p p o r t  i n  Ameri

c a .  S c h o l a r s  have  done v e r y  l i t t l e  r e s e a r c h ,  how ever ,  i n t o  

t h e  Oklahoma S o c i a l i s t s '  a g r a r i a n  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  t h e  P e o p l e ' s ,  

o r  P o p u l i s t ,  p a r t y .  P o p u l i s t s  a d d r e s s e d  many o f  t h e  i s s u e s  

S o c i a l i s t s  a g i t a t e d  a s  t h e y  were  becoming p rob lem s  i n  t h e  

new l a n d .  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  s o l u t i o n s  som et im es  e v en  m i r r o r e d  

t h o s e  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t s ,  most n o t a b l y  i n  a d v o c a t i n g  t h e  go

vernment ow nersh ip  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d s ,  t e l e p h o n e s  and t e l e 

g r a p h s .  I t  i s  d o u b t f u l ,  however ,  i f  more t h a n  a h a n d f u l  of  

Oklahoma P o p u l i s t s  e v e r  h e a r d  o f  K a r l  Marx b e f o r e  1900. 

T h e i r  world  view came from a t h o r o u g h l y  American e g a l i t a r i a n
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t r a d i t i o n  which s t r e a c h e d  back th r o u g h  t h e  democracy o f  J e f 

f e r s o n ,  J ac k s o n  and L i n c o l n  t o  t h e  i d e o l o g y  o f  t h e  American 

R e v o l u t i o n .  Because  Popu l i sm  had i t s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  r o o t s  i n  

such  a t im e - h o n o r e d  American  t r a d i t i o n ,  i t s  a p p e a l  f a r  ex 

ceeded  t h a t  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t s .  Only a t  t h e  ve ry  peak o f  i t s  

p o p u l a r i t y  i n  1914 d i d  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  p a r t y  r e c e i v e  a s h a r e  

o f  t h e  Oklahoma v o te  c o m p a r ab le  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  p a r 

t y ' s  w e a k e s t  sh o w in g s .  »

The a u t h o r  w is h es  t o  e x p r e s s  h i s  s i n c e r e  t h a n k s  t o  th e  

f o l l o w i n g  p e o p le  f o r  t h e i r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  deve lopm ent  o f  

t h i s  work. My d i s s e r t a t i o n  d i r e c t o r ,  H. Wayne Morgan, p ro 

v id ed  me w i t h  needed e ncouragem en t  and  v a l u a b l e  s u g g e s t i o n s .  

John S.  E z e l l  and J a c k  Haley o f  t h e  Western  H i s t o r y  C o l l e c 

t i o n s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma were  q u i t e  h e l p f u l  i n  

l e a d i n g  me t o  p o s s i b l e  s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  Because  a l 

most e v e r y  m a jo r  work on American Popu l i sm  r e l i e s  s u b s t a n 

t i a l l y  upon i n f o r m a t i o n  g l e a n e d  from n e w sp a p e r s ,  t h e  c o o p e r 

a t i o n  o f  Ms. B a r b a r a  M ath is  a t  t h e  O n i v e r s i t y  o f  Okalhoma 

J o u r n a l i s m  L i b r a r y  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  me. News

p a p e r s  not a v a i l a b l e  t h e r e  were viewed a t  t h e  Oklahoma His

t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .  A v a r i e t y  o f  p e o p le  t o o  numerous  t o  men

t i o n  a t  b o th  t h e  Oklahoma H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  and t h e

1 P o p u l i s t s  r e c e i v e d  18.0% o f  t h e  v o t e  i n  1890. I n  t h o s e  
c o u n t i e s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  i n  1890, t h e  
S o c i a l i s t  p a r t y  r e c e i v e d  15.8% o f  t h e  v o t e  i n  1914. The 
P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  r e c e i v e d  20.5% o f  t h e  v o t e  i n  1892. In  
1914 th e  S o c i a l i s t s  r e c e i v e d  19.6% o f  t h e  v o t e  i n  t h o s e  
c o u n t i e s  which made up t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  i n  1892. At 
no t i m e  d id  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  p a r t y  v o t e  come w i t h i n  10% o f  
t h e  P o p u l i s t ' s  l a t e r  s h o w in g s .
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Oklahoma D e p a r tm en t  o f  L i b r a r i e s  i n  Oklahoma C i t y  p ro v id e d  

v a l u a b l e  a s s i s t a n c e .  I  a l s o  made l i b e r a l  use  o f  t h e  D n iv e r -  

s i t y  o f  Oklahoma Computer  S e r v i c e s  O f f i c e  and would p a r t i c u 

l a r l y  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  Tanya S t e w a r t  and Gary P a r e n t  f o r  t h e i r  

k in d  a s s i s t a n c e .  My s p e c i a l  t h a n k s  a l s o  goes  t o  M ichae l  

R oark  o f  t h e  S o u t h e a s t  M i s s o u r i  S t a t e  O n i v e r s i t y  a t  Cape 

G i r a r d e a u  f o r  s h a r i n g  h i s  s u g g e s t i o n s  and p l a c e  o f  b i r t h  

d a t a  on Oklahomans .  Jo h n  Bomack, S r . ,  was k in d  enough t o  

s h a r e  h i s  v a l u a b l e  knowledge  o f  C l e v e l a n d  County  and h e r  

p e o p l e  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r .  L a s t ,  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  l e a s t ,  I  

would l i k e  t o  e x t e n d  my t h a n k s  t o  M e r r i l y  Cummings Ford f o r  

s h a r i n g  s e v e r a l  v a l u a b l e  f a m i l y  m a n u s c r i p t s  c o n c e r n i n g  h e r  

g r a n d f a t h e r  Henry and g r e a t  u n c l e  Leo V i n c e n t .
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ABSTRACT

The Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  mas opened t o  w h i te  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  

a s e r i e s  o f  l a n d  r u n s  b e g in n in g  i n  1889. The mast m a j o r i t y  

o f  t h o s e  m i g r a t i n g  t o  t h e  new l a n d  s e t t l e d  i n  Kansas  o r  Tex

a s  b e f o r e  moving t o  Olahoma. The P e o p le * s  p a r t y  i n  Oklahoma 

had i t s  o r i g i n s  i n  t h e  s o u t h - c e n t r a l  Kansas  b o r d e r  a r e a .  

Former Kansans p r o v i d e d  t h e  b u lk  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  Oklahoma Po

p u l i sm  i n  t h e  f i r s t  two y e a r s .  Only i n  1892 d id  Populi sm 

s p r e a d  among enough s o u t h e r n - b o r n  s e t t l e r s  t o  v a l i d a t e  t h e  

t h i r d  p a r t y  c l a i m  t o  t r a n s c e n d  s e c t i o n a l  l o y a l t i e s .

S e c t i o n a l i s m  h a s  been  an i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  Oklahoma 

p o l i t i c s  s i n c e  1890. P e a r s o n i a n  c o r r e l a t i o n s  between v o t in g  

and b i r t h p l a c e  d a t a ,  how ever ,  show t h a t  a r u r a l - u r b a n  c l e a v 

age r i v a l e d  t h a t  o f  s e c t i o n a l i s m  d u r i n g  t h e  P o p u l i s t  e r a .  

C o u n t i e s  s e r v e d  by r a i l  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  t h e i r  s e t t l e m e n t  p ro 

duced s h a r p l y  d i v e r g e n t  c o s m o p o l i t a n - h i n t e r l a n d  c u l t u r e  a r 

e a s .  L a i s s e z  f a i r e  c a p i t a l i s m  and S o c i a l  Darwinism in form ed 

t h e  e t h o s  o f  t h e  c o s m o p o l i t a n  c u l t u r e .  The in fam ous  e x p l o i 

t a t i o n s  of  O k lah o m a 's  e a r l y  y e a r s  were t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  t h i s  

more c o m m erc ia l  r e g i o n .  Both t h e  D e m o cra t ic  and R ep u b l ican  

p a r t i e s  were s t r o n g e s t  i n  c o s m o p o l i t a n  a r e a s .  H i n t e r l a n d  

f a r m e r s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  were t h e  e x p o n e n t s  o f  an e g a l i t 

a r i a n  e t h o s  which owed i t s  i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  t h e  r e p u b l i c a n

-  x i  -



i d e o lo g y  o f  t h e  American R e v o l u t i o n .  Th is  e t h o s  was human 

r a t h e r  t h a n  sys tem  o r i e n t e d ,  and i n s t i l l e d  c e r t a i n  t r e p i d a 

t i o n s  a b o u t  G i ld ed  Age deve lopm en t  i n  i t s  a d h e r e n t s .

S in c e  Dklahoma p r o v id e d  s e t t l e r s  w i th  a new s t a r t ,  t h e  

P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  d e v e lo p e d  s l o w l y  i n  t h e  new l a n d .  Popu l i sm  

was t h e  i d e o lo g y  o f  t h o s e  d i s i l l u s i o n e d  with  t h e  p a n a c e a s  o f  

G i ld ed  Age d ev e lo p m en t .  The t h i r d  p a r t y  b lo s so m e d ,  however,  

i n  t h e  m i d - 189Os. T h i s  a l s o  c o i n c i d e d  w i th  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  

b e t t e r  t h i r d  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y .  The Peo

p l e ' s  p a r t y  f u s e d  w i th  Democra ts  i n  1896 and d e c im a te d  th e  

GOP a t  t h e  p o l l s .  The move from a j u s t i c e  t o  an ex p ed ie n c y  

o r i e n t a t i o n ,  c o u p le d  w i th  D em o cra t ic  f o o t d r a g g i n g  i n  t h e  ov

e rw h e lm in g ly  f u s i o n i s t  1897 l e g i s l a t u r e ,  however ,  d i s c r e d i t 

ed t h i r d  p a r t y  l e a d e r s .  D i s i l l u s i o n m e n t ,  combined w i th  an 

upswing in  t h e  economy i n  t h e  l a t e  1890s k i l l e d  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  

p a r t y ,  p o p u l i s m ,  however ,  d id  p r o v i d e  a r e a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  

mains tream p a r t y  c o n t r o l  o f  Oklahoma p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  

m id-1890s  by a d d r e s s i n g  many o f  t h e  same p rob lem s  t h a t  would 

l a t e r  become i s s u e s  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  p a r t y  i n  t h e  Sooner 

s t a t e .

x i i  -



C h a p t e r  I  

KANSAS ORIGINS

For  n i a e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  Americans  westward  e x p a n s io n  was 

an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  what made t h e i r  n a t i o n  t h e  l an d  o f  op

p o r t u n i t y .  When t h e  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  p e r s o n a l  advancem ent  i n  

t h e  e a s t ,  o r  i n  t h e  o l d  c o u n t r y ,  proved meager t h e  hope f o r  

improvement  c o n t i n u a l l y  l e d  p e o p le  westward .  The i d e a  o f  an 

e g a l i t a r i a n  f r o n t i e r  where a l l  men s t a r t e d  a s  e q u a l s  became 

an i r r e s i s t a b l e  l u r e  f o r  t h o s e  w i th  a m b i t i o n .  The v a s t  na 

t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  American i n t e r i o r  p rom ised  i n d e p e n 

d ence  and even w e a l t h  t o  t h o s e  w i l l i n g  t o  s e i z e  t h e  o p p o r t u 

n i t y .  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  u p b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  g r e a t  American 

e m pire  a f f o r d e d  t h e  f r o n t i e r s m a n  a s t a t u s  h i s  a l l e g e d l y  e f 

f e t e  e a s t e r n  c o u s i n  c o u ld  n o t  hope t o  a t t a i n .  T r a d i t i o n s  

s t r e t c h i n g  b ack  a t  l e a s t  t o  t h e  Founding F a t h e r s  made th e  

westward  m i g r a n t  t h e  ep i to m e  o f  Americanism.

As t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  n e a r e d  i t s  end s o  d id  t h e  l a n d  

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  America.  The o p e n in g  o f  t h e  two 

m i l l i o n  a c r e  ■’U n ass ig n ed  Lands” i n  what i s  now c e n t r a l  Okla

homa t o  b l a c k  and w h i te  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  1889 com m it ted  t h e  

f e d e r a l  government t o  a p o l i c y  o f  b r i n g i n g  unde r  c u l t i v a t i o n  

the  l a s t  t r u l y  a r a b l e  v i r g i n  fa rm  l a n d  i n  America .  The p r o 

-  1 -
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c e s s  s e t  i n  n o t i o n  i n  1889 was d e s i g n e d  t o  e x t i n g u i s h  t h e  

c l a i m s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y ’ s  N a t iv e  American  p o p u l a t i o n  

t o  t h e  l a n d  s e t  a s i d e ,  s u p p o s e d l y  i n  p e r p e t u i t y ,  f o r  t h e i r  

e x c l u s i v e  u s e  a h a l f  c e n t u r y  e a r l i e r .  As e x p e c t e d ,  t h e  r e 

g io n  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  O n a s s ig n e d  Lands  f e l l  t o  t h e  homeseek-  

e r ' s  plow i n  s h o r t  o r d e r .  By 1901 t h e  e n t i r e  w e s t e r n  h a l f  

o f  p r e s e n t - d a y  Oklahoma would be  u nde r  n o n - I n d i a n  c o n t r o l .  

The p r o c e s s  was c o m p le te d  s i x  y e a r s  l a t e r  when f e d e r a l  a u 

t h o r i t i e s  d i s s o l v e d  t h e  g o v e rn m en ts  o f  t h e  F iv e  C i v i l i z e d  

T r i b e s  i n  e a s t e r n  Oklahoma. ' With t h e  1889 r u n ,  t h e  t e n -  

y e a r - o l d  Oklahoma Boomer Movement, a n  amalgam o f  h o m e s te a d 

e r ,  m e r c a n t i l e  and  r a i l r o a d  i n t e r e s t s ,  f i n a l l y  s e c u r e d  i t s  

e n t e r i n g  wedge a g a i n s t  N a t i v e  American c o n t r o l  o f  what t h e y  

c a l l e d  "The Prom ised  Land.

More th a n  anywhere  e l s e  i n  t h e  American wes t  Oklahoma 

p rom ised  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  h o m e s t e a d e r ' s  dream o f  f r e e  l a n d .  

The enormous gove rnm en t  l a n d  g r a n t s  made t o  r a i l r o a d s  e l s e 

where  would n o t  e x t e n d  i n t o  t h e  new t e r r i t o r y .  Nor would 

f e d e r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  h o ld  back  t h e  c h o i c e s t  a c r e s  f o r  s a l e  t o  

s p e c u l a t o r s  o r  t h e  a l r e a d y  p r o s p e r o u s .  A s id e  from a l l o t 

ments  t o  e x t i n g u i s h  I n d i a n  c l a i m s  and p l o t s  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  

th e  m a in te n a n c e  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  a l l  o f  t h e  P ro m ised  Land

2 A r r e l l  M. G ib so n ,  Ok l ahoma; A H i s t o r y  o f  F i v e  C e n t u r i e s  
{Norman: Harlow P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1 9 6 5 ) ,  p . 299,  Danney Go
b l e ,  P r o g r e s s i v e  Oklahoma: î k §  B ak in g  o f  a  New Kind o f
S t a t e  (Norman: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma P r e s s ,  1 9 8 0 ) ,  p.U.
The Oklahoma O rg a n ic  Act p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e  a u t o m a t i c  annex 
a t i o n  of I n d i a n  l a n d s  t o  t h e  new t e r r i t o r y  a s  t h e y  were 
opened t o  w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t .
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would be open t o  t h e  h o m e le s s .  T r u l y ,  Oklahoma was t o  be 

t h e  l a n d  o f  t h e  h o m e s t e a d e r . ^

To Boomers, Oklahoma was a  panacea  f o r  a l l  o f  t h e  i l l s  of 

t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Host  Amer icans  a l r e a d y  a c c e p t 

ed t h e  s a f e t y  v a l v e  c o n c e p t  o f  westward  e x p a n s io n  which F r e 

d e r i c k  J ack so n  T u r n e r  would soon i m m o r t a l i z e .  They b e l i e v e d  

th e  westward  m i g r a t i o n  o f  e x c e s s  w o rk e r s  would d e f u s e  t h e  

mounting  l a b o r  t r o u b l e s  o f  t h e  e a s t .  A new b e g i n n i n g  f o r  

t h o s e  a m b i t i o n s  enough t o  make t h e  t r e k  would keep s o c i a l  

m o b i l i t y  open and underm ine  t h e  d ev e lo p m en t  o f  economic 

c l a s s e s .  The new m a r k e t s  c r e a t e d  would b o o s t  commerce in

th e  a d j o i n i n g  s t a t e s  and i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  e a s t .  

For men r e p r e s e n t i n g  a v a r i e t y  o f  i n t e r e s t s  Oklahoma p r o v i d 

ed t h e  l a s t  b e s t  c h a n c e  i n  America f o r  t h e  economic  i n d e p e n 

d ence  and p e r s o n a l  s u c c e s s  t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  went with  

westward  e x p a n s i o n .

N a tu re  p r o v id e d  an i d y l l i c  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  A p r i l  22 ,  

1839, o p e n in g  o f  t h e  O n ass ig n ed  Lands .  An e a r l y  s p r i n g  f u r 

n i s h e d  th e  v i r g i n  p l a i n s  w i th  a l u x u r i a n t  c a r p e t  o f  b lu e s t e m  

g r a s s .  The b e a u t y  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  s e t t i n g ,  however,  b e l i e d  

t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s ,  e v en  d e s p e r a t i o n ,  o f  t h e  p r o s p e c t i v e  s e t t 

l e r s .  F e d e r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  had i n v e n t e d  t h e  l a n d  r u n  e s p e 

c i a l l y  f o r  t h i s  o p e n in g .  S i n c e  p o t e n t i a l  h o m e s t e a d e r s  v a s t 

l y  outnumbered  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  c l a im  s i t e s  a D a r w i n i s t i c  

s t r u g g l e  f o r  t h e  l a n d  would e n s u e .  Only t h e  s t r o n g  and a g -

3 G i l b e r t  F i t e ,  The F a rm e rs  F r o n t i e r ,  1865-1900 [New York: 
H o l t ,  E i n e h a r t  and W ins ton ,  1966) ,  p . 209.
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g r e s s i v e  co u ld  hope t o  s u c c e e d .  For t h i s  r e a so n  a o s t  o f  t h e  

hom eseekers  were i n  t h e  s p r i n g t i m e  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s .

To f a c i l i t a t e  p a s s a g e  t o  "The Promised  Land" t h e  g o v e rn 

ment a l lo w e d  e n t r y  on t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  I n d i a n  l a n d s  f o r  a few 

days  b e f o r e  t h e  r u n .  H os t  o f  t h e  p r o s p e c t i v e  hom eseekers  

g a t h e r e d  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  b o r d e r  o f  t h e  new l a n d s .  The r e 

c e n t  b u s t  i n  Kansas  f a rm in g  i n s u r e d  t h a t  n o r t h e r n e r s  would 

c o n s t i t u t e  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  new t e r r i t o r y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n .  

Drought and m or tgage  f o r e c l o s u r e s  f o r c e d  h a l f  o f  t h e  r e s i 

d e n t s  o f  w e s t e r n  K ansas  t o  seek  t h e i r  f o r t u n e s  e l s e w h e r e  in  

t h e  l a t e  1880s .  R a i l  t r a n s p o r t ,  f o r  t h o s e  s h u n n in g  t h e  more 

t r a d i t i o n a l  h o r s e  o r  wagon, a l s o  f a v o r e d  t h e  n o r t h e r n e r .  

Both t h e  Bock I s l a n d  and t h e  S a n ta  Fe l i n e s  e n t e r e d  Oklahoma 

from K ansas ,  b u t  t h e  fo r m er  would n o t  r e a c h  t h e  s o u t h e r n  

boundary  t o  t h e  O nass igned  Lands u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  r u n .

S e t t l e r s  coming to  Oklahoma i n  1889 r e p r e s e n t e d  a wide 

v a r i e t y  o f  humankind. B lacks  and w h i t e s ;  n o r t h e r n e r s ,  

s o u t h e r n e r s  and f o r e i g n e r s ;  m e rc h an t s  and f a r m e r s ;  h o n e s t  

and d i s h i o n e s t ,  a l l  made t h e  ru n  f o r  f r e e  l a n d .  L a t e  n i n e 

t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  America encompassed many d i f f e r i n g  p a t t e r n s  

o f  l i f e  and v a l u e s .  R a i l  s e r v i c e ,  which l i n k e d  more and 

more p e o p le  t o  t h e  c o s m o p o l i t a n  w or ld ,  enco u rag ed  a more 

un ifo rm  c u l t u r e .  Many i n  t h e  newly s e t t l e d  West and t h e  war 

r e t a r d e d  s o u t h ,  however,  s t i l l  r e s i d e d ,  b o th  e m o t i o n a l l y  and 

p h y s i c a l l y ,  upon t h e  p e r i p h e r y  o f  t h i s  homogeniz ing c i v i l i 

z a t i o n .  Because  o f  i t s  c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n ,  Oklahoma became a
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c r o s s r o a d s  f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  c r e e d s  found i n  G i ld e d  Age Ameri

ca .

From t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  o b s e r v e r s  n o te d  t h e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  

th e  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  O k lahom a 's  e a r l i e s t  m i g r a n t s  e s t a b 

l i s h e d  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  and p o l i t i c a l  t e x t u r e  o f  t h e  nev t e r 

r i t o r y .  N o r t h e r n e r s ,  w i th  t h e i r  Yankee t r a d i t i o n s  and Re

p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  s y m p a t h i e s ,  e n t e r e d  th e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  

from Kansas  and s e t t l e d  p r i m a r i l y  n o r t h  o f  t h e  Canad ian  Riv

e r . *  Sons o f  t h e  S o u th ,  w i t h  t h e i r  s e c t i o n a l  l o y a l t i e s  and 

D emocrat ic  p a r t y  a f f e c t i o n s  e n t e r e d  th e  new t e r r i t o r y  from 

Texas  and s e t t l e d  m o s t ly  s o u t h  o f  t h e  C an a d ia n .  Map I ,  

which shows Oklahomans '  r a c e  and p l a c e  o f  b i r t h  i n  1900, r e 

v e a l s  t h i s  p a t t e r n .  While s i g n i f i c a n t  r e g i o n a l  m i n o r i t i e s  

e x i s t e d  i n  e v e r y  c o u n t y  t h i s  n o r t h - s o u t h  c l e a v a g e  dom ina ted  

most c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  p a r t i s a n  p o l i t i c s  i n  Oklahoma a f t e r  

1889.5

Another  m i g r a t i o n  p a t t e r n  t h e  e a r l i e s t  s e t t l e r s  formed 

would p ro v e  e q u a l l y  as  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  and p o l i t i 

c a l  makeup o f  Oklahoma i n  t h e  1890s.  The e a r l y  m i g r a n t s '  

c h o i c e  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  " t h e  Promised  Land" produced

* Oklahomans u s u a l l y  r e f e r  t o  t h e  North  Canad ian  R i v e r ,  
which f l o w s  t h r o u g h  Oklahoma C i t y ,  a s  t h e  "C anad ian  Riv
e r . "

5 For such t r e a t m e n t s  o f  Oklahoma p o l i t i c s  s e e  O l i v e r  Ben
s o n ,  Oklahoma Votes ,  1907-1962 (Norman: O n i v e r s i t y  o f  Ok
lahoma Bureau o f  Government R e s e a r c h ,  1 9 6 » ) ; S t a n l e y  
J o n e s ,  Oklahoma P o l i t i c s  i n  S t a t e  and R a t io n  (Enid : Hay
maker P r e s s ,  1974) o r  James R. S c a l e s  and Danney Goble ,  
Ok l a homa P o l i t i c s ;  A H i s t o r y  (Norman: O n i v e r s i t y  o f  O kla 
homa P r e s s ,  1982) .



MAP I

LECENO-. e iH TH >60X NBB7H/8LHCK RÜRSa 50-80%  N0BTH/8L 5 0 -6 0 % HH SOUTH iTIUmil > 6 0 % WHITE SOUTH

RACE & PLACE OF BIRTH IN 1 9 0 0



7

s h a r p l y  d i v e r g e n t  c u l t u r e  a r e a s  t h a t  would a l s o  p ro v e  im p o r 

t a n t  t o  p a r t i s a n  p o l i t i c s .  Men w i th  p a r t i c u l a r l y  co m m erc ia l  

o r i e n t a t i o n s  ; beuikers ,  l a w y e r s ,  m e rch an ts  and s p e c u l a t o r s ,  

came t o  Oklahoma by r a i l .  As p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e  l a t e  n i n e 

t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  c o s m o p o l i t a n  w o r ld ,  t h e  p a n a c e a s  o f  l a i s s e z -  

f a i r e  c a p i t i a l i s m .  S o c i a l  Darwinism and b u s i n e s s  b o o s t e r i s m  

c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e i r  g o s p e l .  Once i n  view o f  one o f  t h e  d e s i g 

n a t e d  t o w n s i t e s  t h e y  b o l t e d  f o r  t h e  n e a r e s t  un c la im ed  town 

l o t .  I f  t h e y  were p a r t i c u l a r l y  s p e c u l a t i v e  th e y  might  even  

t r y  f o r  a n e a r b y  g u a r t e r - s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  hope urban  e x p a n s io n  

would move i n  t h e i r  d i r e c t i o n .  In  t h e s e  r a i l r o a d  towns  

s e e k e r s  o f  t h e  main c h an c e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  a c u t - t h r o a t  sc ram 

b l e  f o r  p r o f i t s .  D r i f t e r s ,  e n t r e p r e n e u r s ,  e x p l o i t e r s  and 

s p e c u l a t o r s  a l l  v ied  f o r  w h a te v e r  would t u r n  a d o l l a r .  The 

r e s u l t a n t  m a n i p u l a t i o n s  and s l i c k  d e a l s  n a t u r a l l y  p ro d u ced  

t h e  c a r n i v a l  a t m o s p h e r e  endem ic  t o  a l l  boom-town s i t u a t i o n s .  

An e x c e p t i o n a l l y  e x p l o i t a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  emerged i n  and 

a round  t h e  r a i l r o a d  tow ns .  I n  t h e s e  c o s m o p o l i t a n  e n c l a v e s  

t h e  t o o t h  and  c law  v e r s i o n  o f  " G i l d e d  Age e n t e r p r i s e "  

r e a c h e d  t h e  apex  o f  i t s  d e v e lo p m e n t .  C o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  apo

t h e o s i s  of t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ' s  r u l i n g  i d e o l o g y ,  

c o s m o p o l i t a n  Oklahomans would p r o v i d e  t h e  b u lk  o f  t h e  two 

m ains t ream  p a r t i e s '  e l e c t o r a l  s u p p o r t . &

* Norman L. C r o c k e t ,  "The Opening o f  Oklahoma: A B u s i n e s s 
m an 's  F r o n t i e r ,  C h r o n i c l e s  o f  Oklahoma 56 ( S p r in g ,  1978):  
p. 94 and M ich a e l  Owen Roark ,  "Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y :  F r o n t i 
e r  Deve lopm ent ,  M i g r a t i o n  and C u l t u r e  A r e a s , "  (Ph. D. d i s 
s e r t a t i o n ,  S y r a c u s e  O n i v e r s i t y ,  1979),  p.  166.
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One man who t o o k  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t o  G u t h r i e ,  t h e  new 

t e r r i t o r i a l  c a p i t a l ,  on open ing  day was Henry V i n c e n t ,  t h e  

r e fo rm  minded e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Amer i c a n N o n co n fo rm is t  and Kan

s a s  I n d u s t r i a l  l i b e r a t o r .  A l though he went by t r a i n  h i s  

h e a r t  was w i th  t h o s e  who t r a v e l l e d  o v e r l a n d  t o  t h e  new t e r 

r i t o r y .  Not o n ly  d i d  t h e  young e d i t o r  denounce t h e  Darwin

i s t i c  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  l a n d  r u n  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  more t h a n  f o r 

t y  y e a r s  l a t e r  he  s t i l l  e x p r e s s e d  o u t r a g e  a t  t h e  p e t t y  

e x p l o i t a t i o n  he e n c o u n t e r e d .  He b i t t e r l y  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  i t  

even  c o s t  him a n i c k e l  f o r  a s i p  o f  w a te r  from t h e  Cimarron 

H i v e r  t h e  day a f t e r  t h e  o p e n i n g . ?

A f t e r  v i s i t i n g  Oklahoma C i t y  V in c en t  r e t u r n e d  t o  Kansas 

r e i n f o r c e d  i n  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  o p e n in g  t h e  new l a n d  was n o t  

enough t o  s o l v e  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  p rob lem s .  H is  home-town o f  

W i n f i e l d  had been  a c e n t e r  o f  Boomer a c t i v i t y .  While Vin

c e n t  d i d  n o t  b eg rudge  t h e  hom eseeker  a new c h a n c e ,  he had 

p e r s o n a l l y  r e f r a i n e d  from th e  b o o s t e r i s m  p r e v a l e n t  among 

o t h e r  s o u t h  Kansas  n ew sp ap e r s  i n  1889. I n  h i s  own words 

Henry V in c e n t  was a n  e x p o n e n t  of  " t h e  most u l t r a  r e f o r m . " *  

The f r o n t i e r  s a f e t y  v a l v e  was choked w i th  t o o  many r e f u g e e s  

s e e k i n g  t o o  l i t t l e  l a n d .  He b e l i e v e d  Americans  f i n a l l y  

would be f o r c e d  t o  f a c e  t h e  p rob lem s  com m erica l  and i n d u s 

t r i a l  d e ve lopm en t  had p ro d u c e d .

7 Ameri c a n  Nonc o n f o r m i s t  ( W i n f i e l d ,  K a n s a s ) ,  18 A p r i l  1889, 
Henry V in c e n t ,  "Henry Sez"  ( c i r c a  1931) U n p u b l i sh ed  Manu
s c r i p t  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  V i n c e n t ' s  g r a n d d a u g h t e r  M e r r i 
l y  Cummings Ford o f  G le n d o r a ,  C a l i f o r n i a .

* American N o n c o n fo rm is t  ( W i n f i e l d ) ,  7 O c tober  1886.
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Because o f  t h e i r  s lo w e r  mode o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  h om es tead 

e r s  f i l l e d  up t h e  q u a r t e r - s e c t i o n s  away from t h e  r a i l r o a d  

tow ns .  I s o l a t e d  from t h e  c o s m o p o l i t a n  c u l t u r e ,  t h e s e  s e t t 

l e r s  h e l d  f a s t  t o  t h e  a g r a r i a n i s m  o f  t h e i r  f a t h e r s  which e x 

a l t e d  s p i r i t u a l  v a l u e s  above  t h e  m a t e r i a l .  Although no l o n 

ge r  t h e  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  yeoman o f  J e f f e r s o n ' s  dream, 

a g r a r i a n s  s t i l l  f i r m l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  o n l y  t h r o u g h  a u n io n  o f  

p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t y  and communal e q u a l i t y  c o u ld  Americans  a c 

h i e v e  t h e  v a u n ted  o b j e c t i v e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  wel

f a r e .  These  o u t p o s t s  o f  t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n  i d e a l  would p r o 

v id e  t h e  b r e e d i n g  ground f o r  t h e  P o p u l i s t  R e v o l t  o f  t h e  

1890s .*

A v a r i e t y  o f  s o u r c e s  f e d  i n t o  and h e lp e d  d e f i n e  t h e  e g a l 

i t a r i a n  v a l u e s  o f  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a g r a r i a n i s m .  Pu r 

i t a n  communalism, which p l a c e d  c o n t r o l s  upon rampant i n d i v i 

d u a l i s m  in  t h e  co m m u n i ty ' s  i n t e r e s t ,  f i r s t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a 

t r a d i t i o n  o f  s u b s t a n t i v e  e q u a l i t y  among E uropeans  i n  Ameri

c a .  As v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  community i d e a l  waned w i th  t h e  com

m e r c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  e n v i ro n m e n t  t h e  G re a t  Awaken

in g  o f  t h e  1740s r e v i v e d  t h e  e m p h as i s  upon human e q u a l i t y .  

The most s u c c i n c t  and w id e ly  r e c o g n i z e d  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  

c h e r i s h e d  b a l a n c e  be tween e q u a l i t y  and l i b e r t y  t o  a f f e c t  t h e  

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  mind, how ever ,  came o u t  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  

Id e o lo g y  o f  t h e  American R e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e r i o d . lo

* C h a r l e s  Maurice  W i l t s e ,  The J e f f e r s o n i a n  T r a d i t i o n  I n  Am
e r i c a n  Dem ocracy , (New York: H i l l  and Bang, 1935) ,  p.  249.

10 For t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h i s  model t h r o u g h  American H i s t o r y
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As t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  h e i r s  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  Commonwealth and 

R a d i c a l  Whig t r a d i t i o n s ,  A m e r i c a ' s  Founding  F a t h e r s  viewed 

h i s t o r y  as  a n e v e r  e n d in g  b a t t l e  be tween t h e  f o r c e s  o f  go

v e rn m e n ta l  power and p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t y .  Whig i d e o l o g y  p ro -  

p h e s i z e d  a l t e r n a t i n g  p e r i o d s  o f  s o c i a l  advance  and decay  a s  

t h e  f o r c e s  o f  l i b e r t y  and power v ie d  f o r  dominance .  The a t 

tem p t  o f  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  European t h i n k e r s  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  

im pac t  o f  t h e  o n r u s h i n g  com m erc ia l  r e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e i r  day 

e a s i l y  f e d  i n t o  t h e  Founding  F a t h e r s '  Whiggish  o r i e n t a t i o n .  

E n l ig h t e n m e n t  f i g u r e s  formed t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  s o c i e t i e s  

e v o lv e d  from a c r u d e  s i m p l i c i t y  t o  a c i v i l i z e d  c o m p le x i ty  

t h r o u g h  s e v e r a l  d i s c r e t e  s t a g e s .  By t h e  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y  F rench  and S c o t t i s h  w r i t e r s  had s e t t l e d  upon f o u r  

s u c c e s s i v e  s t a g e s  o f  s o c i a l  deve lopm en t ;  h u n t i n g ,  p a s t u r a g e ,  

a g r i c u l t u r e  and commerce.  Each l e v e l  o f  d e ve lopm en t  o c c a 

s i o n e d  a r e v o l u t i o n  i n  m a n 's  c u s to m s ,  h a b i t s ,  manners  and 

m o ra l s .  While  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  from h u n t i n g  and p a s t u r a g e  t o  

a g r i c u l t u r e  added v a l u e s  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  t o  t h e  s t r e n g t h  and 

v i t a l i t y  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s t a g e s  t h e  advance  t o  com m erc ia l  

co m p le x i ty  seemed t o  b r i n g  o n ly  c o r r u p t i o n  and decay  i n  i t s  

w a k e .1 »

s e e  Rowland B e r t h o f f ,  " P e a s a n t s  and A r t i s a n s ,  P u r i t a n s  
and R e p u b l i c a n s :  P e r s o n a l  L i b e r t y  and Communal E q u a l i t y
i n  American H i s t o r y , "  J o u r n a l  o f  American H i s t o ry  69,  no.  
3 (December,  1982):  579-614 .

1» Drew McCoy, The Ely^sive Republ i c  (New York: W. W. Norton  
G C o . ,  1980) ,  pp.  1 8 - 2 1 ,4 0 .  For t h e  Commonwealth and 
R a d ic a l  Whig o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  American R e v o l u t i o n  s e e  Ro
b e r t  S h a lh o p e ,  "Toward a R e p u b l i c a n  S y n t h e s i s :  The Emer
gence  o f  an  U n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  R ep u b l i c a n i sm  i n  American
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To e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  m o r a l i s t s  i t  mas " l u x u r y ” which 

" l e f t  m in i s  s t u p e f i e d  and b o d i e s  e n e r v a t e d  by w a l low ing  f o 

r e v e r  i n  one  c o n t i n u a l  p u d d le  o f  v o l u p t u o u s n e s s "  t h a t  c o r 

r u p t e d  s o c i e t i e s .  They l a i d  " l u x u r y "  a t  t h e  d o o r s t e p  o f  t h e  

a g g r e s s i v e ,  g r e e d y  and h e d o n i s t i c  new co m m erc ia l  man. I t  

was an e a s y  s t e p  f o r  t h e  f o u n d i n g  f a t h e r s  th en  t o  p e r c e i v e  

t h e  d i v e r g e n c e  be tween t h e  v i r t u o u s  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  f r u g a l ,  

i n d u s t r i o u s ,  and t e m p e r a t e  c o l o n i a l  f a r m e r  and t h e  s o c i a l  

s i c k n e s s  l u x u r y  had b r o u g h t  t o  a r e f i n e d  En g lan d -  I n  t h e  

end c o l o n i s t s  s e p a r a t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  from t h e  s p r e a d i n g  c a n c 

e r s  o f  t h e  o l d  w or ld  and i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  an 

e g a l i t a r i a n  s p i r i t  i n  t h e  American p s y c h e .* *

I n  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  problem o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a v i r t u o u s  

s t a t e  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  g e n e r a t i o n  t u r n e d  i t s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  

t h e  American p e o p le  *s  a b i l i t y  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  l i b e r t y  

a g a i n s t  t h e  d e s i g n s  o f  t h o s e  w i e l d i n g  pow er .  The Founding 

F a t h e r s  q u i c k l y  saw an i n d e p e n d e n t  c i t i z e n r y  a s  t h e  f o u n d a 

t i o n  upon which t h e  new n a t i o n  most s t a n d .  J e f f e r s o n i a n s  

e s p e c i a l l y  f e a r e d  t h a t  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y  

would b r i n g  a mass o f  p o v e r t y  s t r i c k e n  l a b o r e r s  d a n g e r o u s l y  

d e p e n d e n t  upon a p r i v i l e d g e d  c l a s s  of  p r o p e r t y  owning em

p l o y e r s .  The v a s t n e s s  o f  t h e  American i n t e r i o r ,  however,  

c o u l d  p r o v i d e  a f o r t u i t i o u s  e s c a p e  f rom d e g e n e r a t i o n  i n t o

H i s t o r i o g r a p h y "  W i l l i a m  a n d Mary Q u a r t e r l y  3 d .  s e r .  29 
( S p r i n g ,  1972) :  4 9 -8 0 .

»2 Gordon Wood, The C r e a t o n  o f  Uie  American  R e p u b l i c  (New 
York: H. W. Nor ton  & C o . ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  p.  5 2 ,  and McCoy, The 
g l a s i i e  R e p u b l i c ,  p .  23 .
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t h e  u n d e s i r a b l e  f o u r t h  s t a g e  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t .

Benjamin f r a n k l i n  i n  h i s  " O b s e r v a t i o n s  C o n ce rn in g  t h e  I n 

c r e a s e  o f  Mankind" (1751) r e f l e c t e d  t h e  p r e v a l e n t  l a t e  e i g h 

t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  b e l i e f  t h a t  p o p u l a t i o n  d e n s i t y  p r o p e l l e d  s o 

c i e t i e s  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  s t a g e s  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t .  E n v i r o n m e n ta l  

e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  s o c i a l  phenomena d o m in a ted  t h e  Age o f  Sea

s o n .  To F r a n k l i n ,  commerce and m a n u f a c t u r i n g  became n e c e s 

s a r y  o n l y  when o v e r p o p u l a t i o n  d ro v e  l a r g e  s e g m e n ts  of  t h e  

a g r a r i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  o f f  t h e  l a n d .  So l o n g  a s  t h e  l a n d  was 

n o t  overc rowded  men would n o t  g i v e  up t h e i r  in d e p e n d e n c e  f o r  

s u b s e r v i e n c e  t o  an  e m p lo y e r .  The v a s t  American w i l d e r n e s s  

p r o v id e d  t h e  means f o r  s t a b i l i z i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  d e n s i t y  a t  t h e  

d e s i r a b l e  a g r a r i a n  s t a g e  o f  d ev e lo p m en t .  I n  America e x c e s s  

f a r m e r s  c o u l d  r e t a i n  t h e i r  i n d e p e n d e n c e  by s e e k i n g  homes on 

t h e  f r o n t i e r .  So lo n g  a s  l a n d  was a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  home

l e s s  Americans  c o u ld  a v o id  t h e  s e r v i l e  d ependence  o f  an  imp

o v e r i s h e d  c i t i z e n r y .

As t h e  husbandman c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  r o c k  upon which t h e  Re

p u b l i c  s t o o d  Americans  d e v e lo p e d  a f r e e h o l d  c o n c e p t  c o n s i s 

t e n t  w i th  t h e  advancem ent  o f  t h e  s m a l l  f a r m e r ' s  i n t e r e s t s .  

I n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  f r e e h o l d  c o n c e p t  were n o t i o n s  t h a t  a l l  men 

had a n a t u r a l  r i g h t  t o  l a n d ,  c o n t a c t  w i th  n a t u r e  m o r a l l y  i n 

v i g o r a t e d  t h e  f a r m e r ,  and f r e e h o l d  t e n u r e  was a j u s t  s o u r c e  

o f  d i g n i t y  and s t a t u s .  F o r  a g r a r i a n s ,  l a b o r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  

a g r i c u l t u r e ,  became t h e  o n l y  l e g i t i m a t e  s o u r c e  o f  w e a l t h .

McCoy, The E l u s i v e  R e p u b l i c ,  pp .  1*9-52.
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B e l i e v e r s  i n  t h e  a g r a r i a n  i d e a l  o f  a c l a s s l e s s ,  e g a l i t a 

r i a n  s o c i e t y ,  based  upon t h e  v i r t u e s  o f  t h e  m o r a l ly  i n v i g o 

r a t e d  f r e e h o l d e r ,  i n f l u e n c e d  Americans t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n i n e 

t e e n t h  c e n t u r y -  The a n t i - m o n o p o ly  e t h o s  o f  t h e  J a c k s o n i a n  

p e r i o d  owed much t o  t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n  t r a d i t i o n .  For  A b o l i 

t i o n i s t s  t h e  s l a v e ' s  s u b s e r v i e n c e  and d e n i a l  of  t h e  f r u i t s  

o f  h i s  l a b o r  v i o l a t e d  t h e  same e g a l i t a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n .  When 

w orke rs  t r a n s m i t t e d  t h e  n e o - J e f f e r s o n i a n  L oco foco  Movement 

o f  t h e  183 0s t o  t h e  w e s te rn  f r o n t i e r  i t  f u s e d  w i th  B en to n ian  

Democracy to  i n fo r m  t h e  f iepub l ican ism  o f  Abraham L i n c o l n ,  a s  

w e l l  a s  a number o f  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  e g a l i t a r i a n  e f 

f o r t s .  IS

C o n f l i c t s  be tween e c o n o m i c a l ly  and s o c i a l l y  dev e lo p ed  

o l d e r  s e c t i o n s  and a r e g e n e r a t i v e  e g a l i t a r i a n  p e r i p h e r y  have 

a long  t r a d i t i o n  i n  America.  Movements o f  t h e  p e r i p h e r y  

such  a s  P u r i t a n i s m ,  t h e  G re a t  Awakening, C a r o l i n a  R egula 

t o r s ,  t h e  American R e v o l u t io n  and R a d i c a l  R ep u b l ica n ism  a l l  

c o n t a i n e d  e g a l i t a r i a n  s t r a i n s .  The l o n g  s t a n d i n g  a r i s t o c 

r a t i c - e g a l i t a r i a n  c l e a v a g e  o f  t h e  T i d e w a te r -P ie d m o n t  s t r u g 

g l e  i n  t h e  American Sou th  was i n  t h e  same v e i n .  Common to  

each  p e r i p h e r a l  g ro u p  was a h o s t i l i t y  t o  s p e c i a l  p r i v i l e g e .

Henry Nash Sm i th ,  V i r g i n  Land; The Americ a n  West a s  Sym
b o l  and Myth {Cambridge: Harvard  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,
Ï950)7~P. 41."

»5 Marvin Meyers,  The J a c k s o n i a n  P e r s u a s i o n ,  P o l i t i c s  and 
B e l i e f  { S ta n fo rd ;  S t a n f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1957) ,  pp.  
1 1 ,2 2 8 ,2 7 4 - 7 5 ;  and C h e s t e r  McArthur D e s t l e r ,  American 
Radi c a l ism, 1865-1901 (Chicago:  Q uadrang le  P a p e r b a c k s ,
1946) , c h a p t e r  1.
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o p p o s i t i o n  t o  g r o s s  i n e q u a l i t i e s  i n  w e a l t h ,  a n t i p a t h y  tow ard  

l u x u r y  and a c o n c e r n  f o r  human r i g h t s  o v e r  t h o s e  o f  p r o p e r 

t y .  The h o m e s te a d e r  e l e m e n t  o f  t h e  Oklahoma Boomer Movement 

and t h e  P o p u l i s t  p a r t y  b o th  o p e r a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  t im e  honored  

c o n c e p t s  i m p l i c i t  i n  t h e  a g r a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n  and movements o f  

t h e  p e r i p h e r y . » *

The Oklahoma Boomer Movement owed i t s  g e n e s i s  t o  r a i l r o a d  

a t t o r n e y  E l i a s  C. B o u d i n o t ' s  1879 s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  a th o ro u g h  

e x a m i n a t io n  of  t h e  p e r t i n e n t  law s  and t r e a t i e s  showed t h a t  

f o u r t e e n  m i l l i o n  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  

I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  a c t u a l l y  b e lo n g ed  to  t h e  p u b l i c  domain.  

B o u d i n o t ' s  announcement  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  l a n d  was s u b j e c t  

t o  hom es tead  s e t t l e m e n t .  R a i l r o a d  i n t e r e s t s  c l e a r l y  f a v o r e d  

f r e i g h t - g e n e r a t i n g  f a r m e r s  t o  sem i-nom adic  N a t i v e  Americans  

i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n e d  t e r r i t o r y .  B o u d in o t ,  h i m s e l f  a C herokee ,  

f a v o r e d  l e g a l  a c t i o n  a l o n e  t o  open t h e  r e g i o n .  But David L. 

Payne ,  a f a r m e r  and s o u t h  Kansas  p o l i t i c i a n ,  q u i c k l y  emerged 

a s  t h e  on t h e  s c e n e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  Boomers t h r o u g h  h i s  advo

cacy  o f  d i r e c t  a c t i o n .  Payne took  h i s  cu e  from e a r l i e r  

s q u a t t e r s  f e d e r a l  t r o o p s  bad e j e c t e d  f o r c e a b l y  from t h e  

Cherokee  N a t i o n .  I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1880 t h e  Boomer l e a d e r  

began o r c h e s t r a t i n g  a  s e r i e s  o f  h o m e s t e a d e r  i n v a s i o n s  o f  t h e  

I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y .  His  p l a n  was t o  c r e a t e  a c o u r t  c a s e  i n

»* For t h e  l a t e s t  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  c e n t e r - p e r i p h e r y  con
f l i c t  i n  American h i s t o r y  and i t s  i n f l u e n c e  upon t h e  Po
p u l i s t  p a r t y  s e e  James T u r n e r ,  " O n d e r s t a n d in g  t h e  Popu
l i s t s , "  J o u r n a l  o f  American  H i s t o r y  67,  n o .  2 (Sep tem ber ,  
1980) : 272-737
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which th e  q u e s t i o n e d  l a n d s  would b e  o r d e r e d  open t o  

s e t t l e m e n t . * ^

The Boomer i n v a s i o n s  were o n ly  t h e  most f l a m b o u y a n t  p a r t  

o f  P a y n e *3 p l a n  t o  open Oklahoma t o  s e t t l e m e n t .  R a n c h e r s  

a c t u a l l y  o c c u p ie d  t h e  l a n d  i n  q u e s t i o n  u n d e r  l e a s e s  w i t h  I n 

d i a n  t r i b e s .  To s e c u r e  t h e i r  r e m o v a l .  Boomers s e n t  l o b b y 

i s t s  t o  R ash in g to n  t o  u rg e  a c o n g r e s s i o n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  

t h e  I n d i a n  c a t t l e  l e a s e s .  To a r o u s e  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  Boomer 

e f f o r t s  Payne a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n e w sp a p e r ,  t h e  Oklahoma f a r  

Chi e f  i n  e a r l y  1883. D n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  November, 1884, 

however ,  i n v a s i o n  was P a y n e ' s  most p r o m i n e n t  t o o l .

With P a y n e ' s  d e a t h  t h e  Boomer Movement g r a d u a l l y  d e v e l 

oped a new s t a n c e .  W il l iam  L. Couch, P a y n e ' s  s u c c e s o r ,  l e d  

one f i n a l  i n v a s i o n  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  i n  December,  

1884. a f t e r w a r d s .  Couch took  t h e  Boomers i n t o  a l e s s  b e l 

l i g e r e n t  p h a se .  S i g n i f y i n g  t h e  c h a n g e  t h e  Oklahoma Bar  

C h i e f ,  became t h e  O k lahoma C h i e f  and i n  p l a c e  o f  h o m e s t e a d e r  

i n t r u s i o n s  Boomers began  l o b b y i s t  i n v a s i o n s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  

c a p i t a l .  As t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  a d m i n i s t r a t r i o n  o f  C h e s t e r  A. 

A r t h u r  had r e b u f f e d  t h e  Oklahoma Movement, Boomers p l a c e d  

g r e a t  hope i n  t h e  incom ing  D e m o cr a t i c  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  Gro

v e r  C le v e l a n d  i n  1885.  When t h e  new P r e s i d e n t  s i g n e d  l e g i s 

l a t i o n  a u t h o r i z i n g  gove rnm ent  n e g o t i a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p u r c h a s e

S ta n  Hoig,  David  L. P a i n e :  The Oklahoma Boomer (Oklahoma 
C i t y :  Weste rn  H e r i t a g e  Books,  1908) ,  pp .  6 0 -6 4 ,  W il l iam
W. Savage ,  J r . ,  The C hero k ee  S t r i p  L i v e s t o c k  A s s o c i a t i o n :  
f e d e r a l  R e g u l a t i o n  and t h e  C a t t l e m a n l s  L a s t  F r o n t i e r  (Co
lumbia :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M i s s o u r i  P r e s s ,  1973) ,  p .  69 and
F i t e ,  The F a r m e r l s  F r o n t i e r ,  p.  203-
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o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n e d  l a n d s  t h e  Boomers* new t a c t i c s  a p p e a r e d  to  

b e a r  f r u i t .  J u b i l a t i o n  soon t u r n e d  t o  a n g e r ,  however ,  when 

C l e v e l a n d  showed no  h a s t e  i n  f u l f i l l i n g  h i s  commitment .  The 

a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  Samuel  C r o c k e r ,  an e x p e r i e n c e d  a g i t a t o r ,  a s  

e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Oklahoma Ch i e f  marked t h e  end o f  t h e  Boomer 

honeymoon w i th  C l e v e l a n d .  The new e d i t o r  im m e d ia te ly  r e 

named t h e  Oklahoma Movement 's  m o u th p ie c e  t h e  Oklahoma Bar 

C h i e f . 1»

Samuel  C ro c k e r  p r o v i d e d  a  d i r e c t  l i n k  be tween t h e  homes

t e a d e r  wing o f  t h e  Boomer Movement and t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y .  

I n  1890 he would l e a d  t h e  Oklahoma t h i r d  p a r t y  t i c k e t .  The 

C ro c k e r  f a m i l y  m i g r a t e d  from t h e i r  n a t i v e  England t o  th e  

r u s t i c  s i m p l i c i t y  o f  t h e  American f r o n t i e r  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  

young S a m u e l ' s  b i r t h  i n  1845. E v e n t u a l l y  t h e  f a m i l y  s e t t l e d  

i n  s o u t h w e s t e r n  Iowa where t h e  e l d e r  C ro c k e r  to o k  up fa rm in g  

and s t o c k  r a i s i n g .  Soon C r o c k e r ' s  f a t h e r  opened  a g e n e r a l  

s t o r e  l e a v i n g  h i s  c h i l d r e n  t o  manage t h e  fa rm .  Such r e s p o n 

s i b i l i t i e s  k e p t  t h e  f u t u r e  Boomer l e a d e r ' s  f o r m a l  s c h o o l i n g  

t o  a minimum. As a c h i l d  C ro c k e r  p e r m a n e n t l y  c r i p p l e d  h i s  

l e f t  arm. While  t h e  i n j u r y  k e p t  him o u t  o f  t h e  C i v i l  War, 

h i s  d o m in e e r in g  and som et im es  s a d i s t i c  f a t h e r  found  i t  i n 

s u f f i c i e n t  r e a s o n  t o  t r a i n  young Samuel i n  any l e s s  a rd u o u s  

p r o f e s s i o n .  To b e t t e r  h i s  s i t u a t i o n  young Samuel s e t  o u t  on 

h i s  own in  h i s  l a t e  t e e n s .  His  c h i l d h o o d  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  how-

I .  N. T e r r i l l ,  "The Boomer 's  L a s t  R a i d , "  S t u r m 's  Oklahoma 
Magazine  8, no .  2 ( A p r i l ,  1902) : 37 -4 0  and Oklahoma C h ie f  
( C a l d w e l l ,  K a n s a s ) ,  3 F e b r u a r y  1885.
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e v e r ,  l e f t  t h e i r  mark.  Throughout  h i s  a d u l t  l i f e  Samuel 

C r o c k e r  would e m p a t h i z e  w i th  t h o s e  he b e l i e v e d  t o  be  hard  

w ork ing ,  b u t  o p p r e s s e d  u n d e r d o g s . **

C r o c k e r ' s  k e e n  s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  a l a c k  o f  f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  

l e d  him to  become a v o r a c i o u s  r e a d e r  i n  h i s  s p a r e  moments. 

A f t e r  s h i f t i n g  f rom  j o b  t o  job  a s  a you th  he  f i n a l l y  saved  

enough money t o  open a g e n e r a l  s t o r e .  Permanent r e s i d e n c e ,  

a r e l a t i v e l y  s e c u r e  p r o f e s s i o n  and e x p o s u r e  t o  p o l i t i c a l  

economy t h r o u g h  h i s  r e a d i n g  soon l e d  t h e  young s t o r e k e e p e r  

i n t o  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s m .  His  f a v o r i t e  works were t h o s e  of  

vehem ent ly  a n t i - c o r p o r a t i o n  ' A b o l i t i o n i s t  Amasa Walker.  

Speechmaking ,  w r i t i n g  and e v e n t u a l l y  e d i t i n g  h i s  own newspa

p e r  b r o u g h t  C r o c k e r  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  I o w a ' s  Ant imonopoly  and 

Greenback  Movements . 2 0

G reenback  m one ta ry  t h e o r y  f i t  c o n v e n i e n t l y  i n t o  t h e  l a t e  

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a g r a r i a n  i d e o l o g y .  An i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  

t h e  American f r e e h o l d  c o n c e p t  was t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  l a b o r  was 

t h e  o n ly  v a l i d  s o u r c e  o f  w e a l t h .  S in c e  v a lu e  r e s t e d  i n  p ro 

d u c t i o n  a l o n e ,  money was s im p ly  a measure  of  how much work 

one had  a c c o m p l i s h e d .  Money o n ly  needed  government  f i a t  

r a t h e r  t h a n  m e t a l  w i th  i n t r i n s i c  v a l u e  t o  be good. Such

: V Samuel Crocker*  "The A u tob iog raphy  o f  Samuel C r o c k e r , "  
Oklahoma H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .  (1 9 13) ,  pp.  1 - 5 ,  49 6 59.
C ro c k e r  f o r e v e r  a t t r i b u t e d  h i s  lame arm t o  m e d ic a l  malp
r a c t i c e .  When t o l d  he would d i e  o f  b lood  p o i s o n i n g  w i th 
o u t  t h e  a m p u t a t i o n  o f  h i s  i n f e c t e d  r i g h t  arm i n  1890 
C rocker  o r d e r e d  t h e  d o c t o r  o f f  h i s  p r o p e r t y  a t  g u n p o i n t .  
C rocker  d i e d  in  1921-

20 I b i d . ,  p .  110 .
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i d e a s  found  e s p e c i a l  a f f e c t i o n  on t h e  d e b t - r i d d e n  f r o n t i e r  

o f  t h e  G re a t  P l a i n s  a f t e r  t h e  P a n ic  of  1873 began an a c c e l 

e r a t e d  d e f l a t i o n  o f  farm p ro d u c e  p r i c e s .  By t h e  end o f  t h e  

Greenback Era C ro c k e r * s  a t t a c k s  upon a c c u m u l a t o r s ,  s p e c u l a 

t o r s  and t h e  p r e t e n s i o n s  o f  t h e  w ea l th y  had g a in e d  him t h e  

nickname o f  " Iowa’ s  P o l i t i c a l  A g i t a t o r .

i i t h  t h e  e c l i p s e  o f  t h e  Greenback p a r t y  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  

o f  1884, Samuel C ro c k e r  d e c id e d  t o  c a s t  h i s  f o r t u n e s  w i th  a 

new c r u s a d e ,  t h e  Oklahoma Boomer Movement. I n  t h e  e a r l y  

months o f  1885 he  o r g a n i z e d  a s m a l l  band o f  h o m e s t e a d e r s  and 

j o i n e d  P a y n e ' s  Oklahoma Colony i n  s o u t h e r n  K ansas .  " I o w a ' s  

P o l i t i c a l  A g i t a t o r "  took o v e r  t h e  e d i t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  Oklahoma 

Bar  Chi e f  i n  J u n e ,  1885-**

Throughout  t h e  Boomer Movement t h e  Payne Colony fo c u s e d  

upon c a t t l e m a n  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n e d  t e r r i t o r y .  The 

f a r m e r - r a m c h e r  r i v a l r y  C ro c k e r  s t e p p e d  i n t o  was a s  o l d  as  

t h e  R es t  i t s e l f .  H i s t o r i a n  Edward E v e r e t t  D a le ,  h i m s e l f  a 

fo rm er  cowboy, o n c e  drew an a n a lo g y  be tween r a n c h i n g  and t h e  

f e u d a l  s o c i e t y  o f  m e d ie v a l  Europe t h a t  p r e s e n t s  a r e v e a l i n g  

i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  h o m e s te a d e r  view o f  r a n c h e r s .  L ik e  e v e r y  

man on h o r s e b a c k .  Dale  c o n t e n d e d ,  t h e  cowboy c o n s i d e r e d  him

s e l f  s u p e r i o r  t o  t h e  man who walked . He was a k n i g h t ,  a 

c h e v a l i e r ,  a B i t t e r  o r  a c a b a l l e r o .  Those who walked were

*» W a l t e r  T. K. Nugent ,  The Money Ques t i o n  Duri n g  Reco n
s t r u c t i o n  (New York: H. W. Norton 6 C o . ,  Î 9 6 7 ) ,  p p .  59 & 
62 ,  and C r o c k e r ,  pp. 115-16 ,  119, 128, S 144-45 .

22 C r o c k e r ,  " A u t o b i o g r a p h y , "  p.  181; and Ok a l h oma War C h ie f  
(A rkansas  C i t y ) , 18 June  1885.



19

t i m i d  men o f  l i m i t e d  v i s i o n ,  i n  s h o r t ,  p e a s a n t s .  By t h e  

1880s A m e r i c a ' s  g r e a t e s t  ranchmen o f t e n  o c c u p ie d  r a n g e s  l a r 

g e r  t h a n  t h e  f i e f d o m ' s  o f  many German p r i n c e l i n g s .  T h e i r  

r i d e r s  were e v e r y  b i t  a s  numerous  as  t h e  men a t  arms o f  a 

m e d ie v a l  Baron .  The r a n c h e r ' s  brand  was t h e  c o u n t e r p a r t  o f  

t h e  f e u d a l  l o r d ' s  c o a t  o f  arms.  B is  r a n c h  house  f r e q u e n t l y  

s e r v e d  t h e  same p u rp o se  a s  a  m e d ie v a l  c a s t l e .  From i t  t h e  

r a n c h e r  d i s p e n s e d  r e w a r d s ,  p ro v id e d  j u s t i c e  and o f f e r e d  a 

g r a c i o u s  h o s p i t a l i t y .  I f  t h e  cow c o u n t r y  o f f e r e d  t h e  modern 

k n i g h t  no  t i l t  o r  t o u r n a m e n t ,  t h e  r o d e o  p r o v id e d  an a p p r o 

p r i a t e  a l t e r n a t i v e .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  c a t t l e  

kingdom was e v e r y t h i n g  t h e  e g a l i t a r i a n  f a r m e r  f e a r e d  and 

b a t e d .  The " C a t t l e  Baron"  and h i s  h i r e l i n g s  e a s i l y  c o n j u r e d  

up i n  t h e  h o m e s t e a d e r ' s  mind t h e  v i s i o n  o f  s w a g g e r in g  p s e u 

d o - a r i s t o c r a t s  b e n t  upon d i v e r t i n g  t h e  a d v an c e  o f  American 

r e p u b l i c a n i s m .  2 3

Samuel C r o c k e r ' s  commitment t o  t h e  Boomer c a u s e  r e q u i r e d  

no g r e a t  s h i f t  i n  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n .  The i n t r i g u e s  

c a t t l e m e n  p e r p e t r a t e d  upon I n d i a n  l e a d e r s  t o  s e c u r e  g r a z i n g  

r i g h t s  i n  t h e  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  f r e q u e n t l y  r e s e m b le d  t h o s e  

" o f  v a r i o u s  European  n a t i o n s  t o  g a in  o r  widen a s p h e r e  o f

23 Edward E v e r e t t  D a le ,  "The Cow C ou n t ry  i n  T r a n s i t i o n , "  i n  
A r r e l l  M. G ib so n ,  F r o n t i e r  H i s t o r i a n s  The L i f e  and  f o r k  
o f  Edward E v e r e t t  D a le  [Norman; U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma 
P r e s s ,  1975) ,  p .  317 6 323. The te rm  " C a t t l e  Baron"  p o s 
s i b l y  o r i g i n a t e d  w i th  t h e  Boomers.  I t  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  
pages  o f  t h e  Oklahoma Bar Chi e f  more th a n  a decade  b e f o r e  
t h e  c i t a t i o n  l i s t e d  i n  A D i c t i o n a r y o f  Americani s ms (Chi
cag o :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Ch icago  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 1 ) ,  pp.  2 8 5 -86 .  See 
t h e  Oklahoma War C h i e f ,  31 December 1885 and 17 August  
1886.
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i n f l u e n c e  among t h e  s a v a g e  p e o p l e s  o f  A f r i c a , "  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

D a l e . 24 To s e c u r e  e x c l u s i v e  u se  o f  t h e  C herokee  O u t l e t  

r a n c h e r s  even  formed t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n i s t  C herokee  L i v e s t o c k  

A s s o c i a t i o n .  Boomers c h a r g e d  t h a t  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  i n 

t e r i o r  promoted  a b e e f  monopoly i n  s a n c t i o n i n g  t h e  i l l - g o t 

t e n  c a t t l e  l e a s e s  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  l a v i s h  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r i b u 

t i o n s .  For y e a r s  Boomers had m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  government  

e x c l u d e d  p o o r  f a r m e r s  from h o m e s tea d s  w h i l e  s q u a n d e r i n g  m i l 

l i o n s  o f  a c r e s  upon " s o u l l e s s  c o r p o r a t i o n s . "  I n  t h e  Boomer 

mind "monopoly" i n  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  t h e  " C a t t l e  Baron"  p r e v e n t 

ed t h e  open in g  o f  Oklahoma t o  t h e  hom e le ss  p o o r .  A c o r r u p t 

ed co m m erc ia l  sy s te m  combined w i th  t h e  b u n t i n g  { In d ia n s )  and 

p a s t u r a g e  ( r a n c h e r s )  s t a g e s  o f  d ev e lo p m en t  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  

a d v a n c e s  i n  c i v i l i z a t i o n  a g r a r i a n s  h a d  a c h i e v e d . 2 s

The a s c e n s i o n  o f  Samuel C r o c k e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  

Oklahoma Ba r  C h i e f  * a rk e d  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a b r o a d e r  r e f o r 

m is t  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  p a p e r .  5 .  C. S m i th ,  t h e  Bar C h ie f ’ s  

new owner,  gave  h i s  e d i t o r  a f r e e  hand i n  a t t a c k i n g  n a t i o n a l  

b a n k s ,  governm ent  b o n d s ,  r a i l r o a d s  and  t h e  t a r i f f ,  i n  a d d i 

t i o n  t o  t h e  h o m e s t e a d e r ' s  n a t u r a l  enemy, l a n d  s y n d i c a t e s .  

As t h e  o u t g o i n g  e d i t o r ,  S.  J .  Z e r g e r ,  w ro te  "monopoly w i l l  

be  h a n d le d  w i t h  un g lo v ed  han d s  i n  a l l  o f  i t s  b r a n c h e s . "

24 Edward E v e r e t t  D a le ,  "The Ranchman 's  L a s t  F r o n t i e r , "  Mis
s i s s i p p i  V a l l e y  H i s t o r i c a l  Review,  10, no.  1 ( Ju n e ,  
1923) :  p.  4 2 ,  a s  q u o te d  i n  H. Wayne and Anne Hodges Mor
g a n ,  Oklahoma: h  B i c e n t e n n i a l  H i s t o r y  {New York: N or ton ,  
1 9 7 7 ) ,  p .  44 .

2 5 Oklahoma Bar  C h ie f ,  2 March, 1883 and Oklahoma C h i e f . 17 
F e b r u a r y  1885.
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C ro c k e r  p rom ised  t o  " send  t h e  p o i s o n  arrow o f  d e a t h  i n t o  t h e  

h e a r t  o f  M a s te r  Monopoly,  s c a l p i n g  . . .  e v e r y  p u r l o i n i n g  

s y n d i c a t e  and c h a r t e r e d  c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  c o n s o l i d a t e d  c a p i t a l  

t h a t  t e n d s  t o  c o r r u p t  t h e  body p o l i t i c ,  c h e a t  j u s t i c e ,  r o b  

l a b o r  . . .  s u b v e r t  p o p u l a r  governm ent  and r e n d e r  a h i g h e r  

and n o b l e r  c i v i l i z a t i o n  w orse  t h a n  i m p o s s i b l e . "  I n c l u d e d  on 

t h e  War Ch i e f *s  r e v i s e d  m as thead  were c a l l s  f o r  u n i v e r s a l  

s u f f r a g e  and a f e d e r a l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  c u r r e n c y . * *

A D epar tm en t  o f  I n t e r i o r  r e p o r t  o f  1885 l i s t e d  what Samu

e l  C rocker  c a l l e d  t h e  " c a t t l e  monoply" i n v e s t m e n t  i n  t h e  l i 

v e s t o c k  i n d u s t r y  a t  $12 m i l l i o n .  The Boomer e d i t o r  main

t a i n e d  t h a t  f a r m in g  was " t h e  most i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  c a l l i n g s "  

b e f o r e  t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  c a t t l e  kingdom. A g u a r t e r - c e n t u r y  

b e f o r e ,  he c l a i m e d ,  t h e  l i v e s t o c k  i n d u s t r y  had  been  c o n f i n e d  

l a r g e l y  to  w e l l  r e g u l a t e d  f a r m s .  At t h a t  t im e  t h e  f a r m e r ' s  

s t o c k  p r o v i d e d  a l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  h i s  marg in  o f  s o l v e n c y .  

By p e r m i t t i n g  C a t t l e  Baron g r a z i n g  r i g h t s  on t h e  p u b l i c  do

main f o r  o n ly  a nom ina l  payment t o  I n d i a n  l e a d e r s  t h e  go

vernment  c r e a t e d  an u n f a i r  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  m or t 

gage  and t a x  r i d d e n  f a r m e r .  Government f a v o r i t i s m  

encouraged  t h e  r i s e  of  t h e  c a t t l e  kingdom, and i n  t u r n  made 

f a rm in g  "A Buined  I n d u s t r y . " * *

** Oklahoma War C h ie f .  11 & 18 Ju n e  1885 .  These  t e rm s  were 
pseudonyms f o r  Woman's S u f f r a g e  and G re e n b a c k s .  C ro c k e r  
a l s o  c a l l e d  f o r  a d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  sy s tem  
th rough  a b o l i s h i n g  t h e  S e n a t e  ( A m e r i c a ' s  House of  L o r d s ) ,  
t h e  E l e c t o r a l  C o l l e g e ,  p a t r o n a g e  and t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  v e to  
power.  Oklahoma War  C h i e f . 18 6 25 J u n e ,  2 J u l y  and 20 
August 1885.



22

I n  p a r t i s a n  p o l i t i c s  t h e  Boomer Movement d e v e lo p e d  a de 

f i n i t e  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  t h e  D em ocra t ic  p a r t y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  

1880s.  David L. Payne had s e r v e d  i n  t h e  Kansas  l e g i s l a t u r e  

a s  a Democrat .  A D e m o cr a t i c -G re e n b ac k e r  f u s i o n  had e l e c t e d  

S id n ey  C l a r k e ,  t h e  Boomer C o lo n y ' s  b e s t  known B ash in g to n  

l o b b y i s t .  Speaker  o f  t h e  Kansas  House. Samuel C ro ck e r  had 

campaigned f o r  t h e  Iowa D e m o cra t ic -G reenbacke r -A n t im onopo ly  

f u s i o n  i n  1884, and p ro m ised  a  r e t u r n  engagement  f o r  th e  

" t u r n  t h e  r a s c a l s  ou t"  f u s i o n  e f f o r t  of  1886. Oklahoma Co

lony  s p i r i t s  were  n e v e r  h i g h e r  when S idney C la rk e  and p ro -  

Boomer Congressman J a n e s  B. Weaver,  o f  Iowa, r e c e i v e d  an en

c o u r a g i n g  i n t e r v i e w  w i th  t h e  new Democra t ic  P r e s i d e n t ,  

Grover  C l e v e l a n d ,  i n  e a r l y  1885. When t h e  new c h i e f  ex ecu 

t i v e  f a i l e d  to  f o l l o w  t h r o u g h  on l e g i s l a t i o n  a u t h o r i z i n g  ne

g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  C h ero k ees ,  C reeks  and Sem ino le s  o r  on 

th e  A t to r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  d e c i s i o n  t h a t  t h e  I n d i a n  c a t t l e  l e a s 

e s  were  i n v a l i d ,  t h e  Boomer Movement t u r n e d  a g a i n s t  C leve 

land .*®

Oklahoma War C h ie f ,  10 December 1385 and 17 A ugus t ,  1886. 
C rocker  a l s o  co m pla ined  t h a t  i t  was t h e  f a r m e r ' s  t a x e s  
t h a t  p a id  f o r  t h e  army which p r o t e c t e d  t h e  c a t t l e m a n  from 
h o m e s tea d e r  i n v a s i o n  w h i l e  t h e  c a t t l e m e n ,  r e s i d i n g  on un- 
t a x e d  I n d i a n  l a n d s ,  p a i d  n o th in g  toward  t h e  m a in tenance  
o f  t h e  gove rnm ent .  Oklahoma War C h i e f , 3 & 24 December 
1885 and 17 August 1886. The a r t i c l e ,  "A Ruined I n d u s 
t r y "  r a n  a s  a s e r i a l  i n  t h e  Oklahoma War  Chie f  from 10 
December 1885 t o  4 F e b ru a ry  1886.

*® Oklahoma C h i e f ,  12 March 1885 and Oklahoma War C h i e f ,  3 
Sep tember  1885.
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I n  an a t t e m p t  t o  i n t i m i d a t e  h i s  fo rm er  Oklahoma Colony 

f r i e n d s  i n t o  s i l e n c e ,  C l e v e l a n d  s e c u r e d  s i x t y - e i g h t  t r e a s o n  

m a r r a n t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  Boomer l e a d e r s  i n  J u l y , 1885. Samuel 

C ro c k e r  was t h e  mos t p ro m in en t  a g i t a t o r  a r r e s t e d .  R a t h e r  

th a n  p o s t  b a i l  t h e  gar  Chi e f  e d i t o r  c h o se  t o  p u b l i c i z e  h i s  

martyrdom by g i v i n g  i n t e r v i e w s  from what  he  l a b e l e d  "An Am

e r i c a n  B a s t i l e . "  From h i s  c e l l  C rocker  d r a m a t i c a l l y  c h a r g e d  

t h a t  a " d a n g e r o u s  a r i s t o c r a c y "  c o n t r o l l e d  gove rnm ent ,  b r i n g 

ing  t h e  t im e  n e a r  "when t o i l i n g  i n d u s t r y  would be e n s l a v e d ,  

i n c a r c e r a t e d  and even  s h o t  down f o r  a s s e r t i n g  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  

f r e e  men."*®

Samuel C ro c k e r  found i t  no c o i n c i d e n c e  t h a t  " E n g l i s h  and 

S c o tc h  {sic} Dudes" made up a s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  Robber 

Baron c l a s s .  The Wa r  C h i e f  e d i t o r  c h a rg ed  t h a t  w h i l e  such  

" a r i s t o c r a t i c  e n e m ie s "  r e c e i v e d  p r i v i l e g e s  t h e  government 

r e f u s e d  to  " h o n e s t ,  hom eseek ing  American  c i t i z e n s , *  th ey  

would o v e r th r o w  A m e r i c a ' s  d e m o c r a t i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  tomorrow 

i f  t h e y  c o u l d .  Had n o t  E n g l i s h  l a n d l o r d s  a l r e a d y  l e g i s l a t e d  

I r e l a n d  i n t o  " s t a r v a t i o n ' s  e a r l y  g r a v e , "  he a s k e d ? ’ ® Taking 

t h e  E n l ig h t e n m e n t  v ie w ,  i n h e r i t e d  from t h e  Founding F a t h e r s ,  

t h a t  s o c i e t i e s  w ere  e i t h e r  a d v an c in g  o r  d e c l i n i n g ,  C ro c k e r

*® Ok l a h oma f a r  C h ie f ,  23 J u l y  8 13 August 1885. A l though 
s i x t y  e i g h t  t r e a s o n  w a r r a n t s  were s e c u r e d  o n ly  f i v e  o r  
s i x  were  a c t u a l l y  s e r v e d .  A l l  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  Boomer 
l e a d e r s  were d ropped  b e f o r e  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e i r  t r i a l .  The 
g o v e r n m e n t ' s  p u rp o se  was o b v io u s ly  i n t i m i d a t i o n .

’ ® Okl a h oma gar  C h ie f .  25 June  1885 and 29 A p r i l  B 13 May 
T S 8 6 .  To a v o i d t h e  f a t e  o f  I r e l a n d  C ro c k e r  a d v o c a te d  
l e g i s l a t i o n  be p a s s e d  l i m i t i n g  t h e  ow nersh ip  o f  l a n d  to  
160 a c r e s .  Oklahoma ga r  C h ie f .  3 Sep tember  1885.



24

f e a r e d  t h a t  n a t i o n ' s  i n c r e a s i n g  s u b s e r v i e n c e  t o  men o f  a r i s 

t o c r a t i c  p r e t e n s i o n s  was a h a r b i n g e r  o f  e v i l  f o r  t h e  r e p u b l 

i c .

J e f f e r s o n i a n s  f e a r e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o s t r a t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  

would j e o p a r d i z e  American  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  T ha t  fa rm  p o v e r t y  

would b r i n g  a s u b s e r v i e n t  u n d e r c l a s s  o f  w o rk e rs  i n  i t s  wake 

n e v e r  seemed s o  t r u e  t o  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  e g a l i t a r i a n s  

a s  i n  t h e i r  own t i m e .  I n  t h e i r  mind, c r i m e ,  p o v e r t y  and d e 

pendence  e a c h  c o u l d  be l a i d  a t  t h e  f e e t  o f  u n j u s t  l a w s ,  

which unworthy men p a s s e d  and a d m i n i s t e r e d .  Government o f 

f i c i a l s  who s u p p o r t e d  t h e  C a t t l e  Baron o v e r  t h e  h o m e s te a d e r  

n o t  on ly  f a v o r e d  an  i n d o l e n t  Europe  and e f f e t e  e a s t  o v e r  t h e  

i n d u s t r i o u s  B e s t ,  b u t  t h e y  a l s o  c r e a t e d  an u n f a i r  d i s c r i m i 

n a t i o n  between c a p i t a l  and l a b o r .  Accord ing  t o  Samuel 

C ro ck e r  a c o r r u p t e d  government p l a c e d  t h e  a c c u m u l a t o r  above  

t h e  p ro d u c e r  i n  t h e  b a t t l e  be tween  t h o s e  who f o u g h t  " t o  ho ld  

t h e  f r u i t s  o f  t h e i r  l a b o r "  and t h o s e  who s o u g h t  " t o  s t e a l  

them by l a w . " s *  Not s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  Boomer 

a c t i v i t i e s  Samuel C ro c k e r  was a l s o  an o r g a n i z e r  f o r  t h e  

K n ig h ts  o f  L a b o r ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  p r o d u c e r - o r i e n t e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

o f  t h e  m id-1880s  i n  America.

I n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i th  h i s  membership i n  t h e  K n ig h t s  o f  La

bor  Samuel C ro c k e r  l e t  s l i p  t h e  rumor t h a t  he m igh t  " o r g a n 

i z e  a p e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  on a more l i b e r a l  and r e f o r m a t o r y  p l a t 

fo rm ,  pu t  a f u l l  t i c k e t  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  and knock t h e  b r a i n s

3» I b i d . ,  31 December 1885; 29 A p r i l ;  7 S 21 May 1886.
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of  Democracy o u t . "3% The K n ig h t s  membership e n jo y e d  an un

p a r a l l e l e d  g row th  i n  t h e  mid-1880s  and C ro c k e r ,  a l o n g  w i th  

many K n i g h t ' s  members,  saw t h e i r  un ion  a s  a p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n 

i z a t i o n .  The o r d e r  had even  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  G reen b ack -L ab o r  

p a r t y  i n  1880. I n  an 1886 s p e e c h  on t h e  K n i g h t ' s  o f f i c i a l  

" D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  P r i n c i p l e s "  t h e  u n i o n ' s  Washington l o b b y i s t ,  

B alph  Beaumont,  com m it ted  t h e  l a b o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  " t o  s e c u r e  

t o  t h e  wage w o rk e r  t h e  f u l l  en joym en t  o f  t h e  w e a l t h  t h e y  

c r e a t e . "  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  u n io n  p le d g e d  i t s e l f  t o  s u p p o r t  

h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t h e  e i g h t  hour  d a y ,  n a t i o n a l 

i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d s ,  t e l e p h o n e s  and t e l e g r a p h s ,  a b o l i 

t i o n  o f  c h i l d  and  c o n v i c t  l a b o r ,  g r e e n b a c k s ,  s i l v e r ,  a pos

t a l  s a v i n g s  s y s t e m  and p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  domain f o r  

a c t u a l  s e t t l e r s .  I n  J a n u a r y  , 1 8 8 6 ,  t h e  K n ig h t s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

e n d o r s e d  t h e  Oklahoma Boomer Movement. I n  a c a t a g o r i z a t i o n  

t h a t  would be r e p e a t e d  i n  t h e  P o p u l i s t  Omaha P l a t f o r m  o f  

1892, Beaumont l a b e l l e d  t h e  m a jo r  i s s u e s  a g i t a t i n g  l a b o r  i n  

1886 a s  l a n d ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and f i n a n c e . 33

I n  a s e n s e  t h e  K n ig h t s  o f  Labor was t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  th e  

f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  f r o n t i e r  s a f e t y  v a lv e  t o  c u r e  i n d u s t r i a l  

i l l s .  J e f f e r s o n i a n  Democracy em p h as ized  t h e  s o c i a l - u t i l i t a 

32 Oklahoma Bar C h i e f  23 J u l y  1885.

33 Oklahoma Bar C h e i f ,  23 J u l y  1885 B 11 March 1886; G e ra ld
N. Grob , "The K n i g h t s  o f  L a b o r ,  P o l i t i c s  and P o p u l i s m , "  
Mi d - Amer i ca  29 ,  no.  1 [ J a n u a r y ,  1959) :  3 - 7  and Ralph
Beaumont ,  "A L e c t u r e  on t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n s  o f  P r i n c i p l e s -  
K n ig h t s  o f  L abor"  ( C i n c i n n a t i :  George  N. Bryan C o . ,
1 8 8 6 ) .  N o ta b ly ,  Ralph Beaumont would become t h e  Oklahoma
P o p u l i s t  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  d e l e g a t e  to  C o n g re s s  i n  1894.
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r i a n  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  As g r e a t  a c c u m u l a t i o n s  of  

w e a l t h ,  w i t h  t h e i r  i n e v i t a b l e  c o r o l l a r y  o f  e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  

emerged ,  t h e  K n ig h t s  l o o k e d  t o  a " c o o p e r a t i v e  i n d u s t r i a l  

sy s tem "  in  which e ac h  man would rem a in  in d e p e n d e n t  by becom

i n g  h i s  own em p lo y e r .  I n  t h i s  way " c o o p e r a t i o n "  became a 

l o g i c a l  d e ve lopm en t  o f  t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n  t r a d i t i o n .  W ithout  

h i s  e q u a l  r i g h t  t o  p r o p e r t y ,  l i b e r t y  would o f f e r  t h e  c i t i z e n  

no more t h a n  t h e  r i g h t  t o  c h o s e  a  m a s t e r .  As t h e  f u t u r e  o f  

American c i v i l i z a t i o n  depended upon an i n d e p e n d e n t  c i t i z e n 

r y ,  t h e  K n i g h t s  p ro p o se d  " t o  make i n d u s t r i a l  and mora l  

w o r th ,  n o t  w e a l t h ,  t h e  t r u e  s t a n d a r d  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  and na

t i o n a l  g r e a t n e s s . "  The h ig h  l e v e l  o f  K n ig h t s  o f  Labor  a c 

t i v i t y  e v e n t u a l l y  b r o u g h t  Henry and  Leo V in c e n t ,  t h e  men who 

would found t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  i n  K ansas ,  t o  t h e  s o u t h  Kan

s a s  home o f  t h e  Boomer Movement. From t h e s e  o r i g i n s  t h e  Ok

lahoma t h i r d  p a r t y  movement to o k  r o o t . 3#

The r e f o r m  h e r i t a g e  o f  Henry and Leo V in c en t  s t r e t c h e d  

back th r o u g h  t h e  Greenback  and R a d i c a l  R ep u b l ican  Movements 

i n  America t o  t h e  C h a r t i s t  and A n t i - S l a v e r y  a g i t a t i o n  of  

Eng land  in  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  t h e  V i n c e n t ' s  f a t h e r ,  J am es .  The 

V i n c e n t s '  g r a n d f a t h e r  was t h e  C o n g reg a t i o n a l i s t  m i n i s t e r  o f  

D e a l ,  Kent County ,  England  from 1808 u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  

1848. James V in c e n t  b r i e f l y  su cceed ed  to  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  pa -

3» B i l t s e ,  The J e f f e r s o n i a n Tr a d i t i o n ,  p .  247 .  The P r i n c i 
p l e s  of t h e  K n ig h t s  o f  L abor  were r e p r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  Ok l a 
h oma Ear  C h ie f ,  11 March 1886. The f i r s t  e d i t i o n  o f  th e  
Honconformi s t  p u b l i s h e d  i n  W in f i e ld  a p p ea re d  7 O c tober
T a e e J
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s t s r a t e  b e f o r e  m i g r a t i n g  t o  America i n  November,18U8. Of 

t h e  " s t r i c t e s t  P u r i t a n  s t o c k "  V in c en t  came t o  t h e  U n i ted  

S t a t e s  a t  t h e  b e h e s t  o f  an  E n g l i s h  a n t i - s l a v e r y  s o c i e t y  t o  

stump t h e  Old Nor thwest  f o r  human freedom.  He met h i s  wife  

t o  b e ,  Mary S h e ld o n ,  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  a  p r e s i d i n g  e l d e r  o f  

t h e  M e th o d i s t  Church ,  w h i l e  c o n t i n u i n g  h i s  t h e o l o g i c a l  s t u 

d i e s  a t  O b e r l i n  C o l l e g e  i n  Ohio .  I n  1855 t h e  V in c en t  f a m i l y  

s e t  o u t  f o r  " B le e d in g  Kansas"  t o  do t h e i r  p a r t  i n  making i t  

a f r e e  s t a t e .  They g o t  o n ly  s o  f a r  a s  t h e  s m a l l  town o f  Ta

b o r ,  a co lo n y  o f  f o r m e r  O b e r l i n  r e s i d e n t s  i n  s o u t h w e s t e r n  

Iowa, however ,  b e f o r e  r u n n i n g  o u t  o f  money and d e c i d i n g  t o  

s e t t l e  t h e r e .  Four o f  t h e  f i v e  V in c en t  c h i l d r e n  t o  s u r v i v e  

i n f a n c y  were bo rn  i n  Tabor .  Growing up i n  a r e l i g i o u s l y  

o r i e n t e d  c o l l e g e  town on John Brown’ s "Underground R a i l r o a d "  

th e  V in c en t  boys  n a t u r a l l y  became e n g r o s s e d  i n  t h e  n i n e 

t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  r e f o r m  t r a d i t i o n .

As a d i v e r s i o n  from t h e  r o u t i n e  o f  fa rm l i f e  Henry and 

Leo a c q u i r e d  a s m a l l  p r i n t i n g  p r e s s  i n  t h e i r  m i d - t e e n s .  At 

f i r s t  they  p r i n t e d  c a l l i n g  c a r d s  f o r  t h e  l o c a l  c o l l e g e  boys .  

T h e i r  f a t h e r ,  a l o n g - t i m e  c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  v a r i o u s  r e fo rm  

j o u r n a l s ,  however,  s u g g e s t e d  th e  f a m i l y  p u b l i s h  a new spaper .  

The f i r s t  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  No n co n fo rm is t ,  w i th  J a n e s  V i n c e n t ,

H aro ld  R ic h a rd  P i e h l e r ,  "Henry V in c e n t  :  A Case  S tudy  i n
P o l i t i c a l  D e v i e n c y , " {Ph.D. d i s s e r t a t i o n .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Kansas,  1971) ,  pp.  100-05 and M e r r i l y  Cummings Ford ’Com- 
p l i e r ) ,  "The I n v i n c i b l e  V i n c e n t s , "  (1 9 3 9 ) ,  pp.  2 - 4 .  Th is  
i s  a s e r i e s  o f  b i o g r a p h i e s  Leo V in c en t  w ro te  f o r  h i s  f a 
m ily  u s i n g  h i s  own r e m i n i s c e n c e s  and l e t t e r s  from h i s  two 
s u r v i v i n g  b r o t h e r s  w r i t t e n  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  th e  p u r p o s e .
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S r .  a s  e d i t o r  and Henry and Leo V in c e n t  a s  p u b l i s h e r s  and 

p r o p r i e t o r s  a p p ea re d  i n  J u l y ,  1879. The e l d e r  V in c e n t  i d e n 

t i f i e d  h i s  p a p e r  a s  "A weekly  A n t i - s l a v e r y  J o u r n a l  d e v o ted

t o  t h e  c a u s e  o f  e m a n c i p a t i o n  from s l a v e r y  t o  b o n d - h o l d e r s

and r a i l r o a d  c o r p o r a t i o n s . "  The Honc onf o r m i s t  would be p a s 

s i o n a t e l y  Ant imonopoly and G reen b a c k e r  i n  p o l i t i c a l  o r i e n t a 

t i o n . * *

As " t r a v e l i n g  m i s s i o n a r y " ,  o r  s o l i c i t o r ,  Leo b u i l t  up a 

l i s t  o f  a b o u t  1600 s u b s c r i b e r s ,  r a n g in g  o v e r  s e v e r a l  s t a t e s ,

b e f o r e  t h e  move t o  Kansas  i n  1886. Much o f  t h e  p a p e r ' s

growth r e s u l t e d  from young L e o ' s  f a c u l t y  f o r  chajrming r a i l 

ro a d  o f f i c e r s  o u t  o f  f r e e  p a s s e s  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  Nonconfor

mis t ' s  s t r i d e n t l y  a n t i - r a i l r o a d  o r i e n t a t i o n .  In  t h i s  way i t  

was p o s s i b l e  f o r  him t o  a t t e n d  g a t h e r i n g s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e 

g i o n . *?

As t h e  Iowa economy t u r n e d  downward i n  t h e  a i d - 1 8 8 0 s  Leo 

r a i s e d  th e  i s s u e  of  r e l o c a t i n g  t o  t h e  booming economy o f  

s o u th  c e n t r a l  K ansas .  He had d i s c o v e r e d  S i n f i e l d  a s  a h o t 

bed o f  K n ig h t s  s e n t i m e n t s  on one o f  b i s  t r i p s .  With the  

move Jam es ,  S r . ,  who rem a ined  i n  Iowa, gave up h i s  e d i t o r -

36 James V i n c e n t ,  S r .  was f o r m e r l y  a s t a f f  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  t o  
G r e e l e y ' s  T r i b u n e , G a r r i s o n ' s  L i be r a t o r  and a v a r i e t y  o f  
Iowa re fo rm  J o u r n a l s .  The N onconfo rm is t  was named a f t e r  
an E n g l i s h  A b o l i t i o n i s t  p a p e r  w i th  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  th e  
C h a r t i s t  Movement. A r e p r i n t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  
Am e r i c a n Nonconformi s t  can  be found  i n  t h e  t e n t h  a n n a v e r -  
s a r y  e d i t i o n .  F o r d ,  p .  7 ,  V in c e n t ,  "Henry S e z , "  p. 1, 
P i e h l e r ,  "Henry V in c en t s  A Case  S t u d y , "  p.  100 and Ameri
can  Nonc o n f o r m i s t  ( W i n f i e l d ) , 25 J u l y  1889.

3^ F o r d ,  " I n v i n c i b l e  V i n c e n t s , "  p p . 27 ,  3 3 -3 4 .
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s h i p  t o  Henry,  and Leo became t h e  f i r m ' s  o f f i c i a l  b u s i n e s s  

manager .  A y e a r  l a t e r  b r o t h e r  C u t h b e r t  j o i n e d  t h e  s t a f f  a s  

" t r a v e l i n g  m i s s i o n a r y . " D e s p i t e  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  from t h e  e d 

i t o r s h i p  t h e  e l d e r  V in c e n t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s u p p l y  a s t e a d y  

s t r e a m  o f  a r t i c l e s  on what he c a l l e d  h i s  " t h i r d  a n t i - s l a v e r y  

s t r u g g l e , "  P r o p h e t i c a l l y ,  he  f e a r e d  t h i s  one would be  " t h e  

most h o p e l e s s  o f  a l l . "3*

I n  t h e i r  maiden e d i t i o n  from B i n f i e l d  t h e  V in c e n t  b r o t h 

e r s  announced t h a t  t h e i r  p o l i c y  would be t o  a d v o c a t e  " t h e  

most u l t r a  r e f o r m . "  T h e i r  f i r s t  g r e a t  j o u r n a l i s t i c  c a u s e  

a f t e r  moving t o  g i n f i e l d  was t o  d e fe n d  t h e  "Haymarket E i o t  

A n a r c h i s t s . "  The Mo n c o n f o r m i s t ' s  s h a r p  t o n e  soon l e d  t h e  

l o c a l  c o u r t h o u s e  e l i t e  t o  l a b e l  t h e  newcomers a n a r c h i s t s  

t h e m s e l v e s .  Almost c e r t a i n l y  t h e  V i n c e n t s '  s t r i d e n c e  emi-  

n a t e d  from t h e i r  d e v o u t  r e l i g i o u s  u p b r i n g i n g .  B i b l e  r e a d i n g  

and p r a y e r  s e r v i c e s  were  d a i l y  a f f a i r s  i n  t h e  V in c e n t  house 

h o ld  when Henry and Leo were c h i l d r e n .  As f o r m e r  s c h o o l  

t e a c h e r s  t h e  V i n c e n t  p a r e n t s  l a r g e l y  e d u c a t e d  t h e i r  own s o n s  

w i t h o u t  r e c o u r s e  t o  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s .  S in c e  t h e i r  f a t h e r ' s  

l i f e  "was n o t  g iv e n  o v e r  t o  t h e  one p u r p o s e  o f  making money" 

t h e  V in c e n t  b r o t h e r s  e a s i l y  a c c e p t e d  a  s t r o n g  m o ra l i s m .  La

b e l e d  an " i d e a l i s t i c  c o u n t r y  s a v e r , "  Henry V in c e n t  e x p l a i n e d  

t h a t  "we n e v e r  l e a r n e d  even  t o  t r y  t o  c u r r y  f a v o r . " s *  They

38 Amer i c a n  Nonco n f o r m i s t  ( W i n f i e l d ) ,  14 A p r i l  1887. Cowley 
County ,  i n  which W i n f i e l d  i s  l o c a t e d ,  had f i v e  K n i g h t s  o f  
Labor  l o c a l s  i n  1886.  J o n a t h a n  G a r l o c k ,  Guide t o  t h e  Lo
c a l  A ss e m b l i e s  o f  t h e  K n i g h t s  o f  L a b o r  (W e s tp o r t ,  Conn . :  
Greenwood P r e s s ,  1982) , p .  134.



30

were n o t ,  however ,  t y p i c a l  B i b l e  th u m p e r s .  t h e  V in c e n t  

c h i l d r e n  a p p a r e n t l y  a c c e p t e d  t h e i r  f a t h e r ' s  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  

w or ld  had n o t  y e t  t r i e d  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  I n  H e n r y ' s  words t h e y  

were " W o r k i n g - c l a s s ,  s h i r t - s l e e v e ,  n o n - c h u r c h - g o i n g  men . . .  

b u t  w i t h o u t  v i c e s . "  Even t h e i r  b i t t e r e s t  en em ies  conceded  

t h e  V in c e n t s  l e d  m o r a l l y  u p r i g h t  p e r s o n a l  l i v e s . * o

I n  W i n f i e l d  t h e  V i n c e n t s  expanded  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  t o  i n 

c l u d e  a s p e a k e r ' s  b u r e a u  and t h e  p r i n t i n g  o f  p a t e n t  i n s i d e s  

f o r  s m a l l e r  p a p e r s  i n  Kansas  and t h e  a d j o i n i n g  s t a t e s .  

T h e i r  e x p a n s io n  m i r r o r e d  t h e  K n ig h t s  t u r n  toward  d i r e c t  p o l 

i t i c a l  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  wake o f  t h e  G r e a t  S ou thw es t  R a i l r o a d  

S t r i k e  o f  1886. Grover  C l e v e l a n d ' s  use  o f  m i l i t i a  t o  b r e a k  

t h e  s t r i k e  l e d  t o  a s p e c t a c u l a r  r i s e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  

among l a b o r e r s .  In  1886, l o c a l  l a b o r  p a r t i e s  p o l l e d  68 ,000  

v o t e s  i n  New York C i t y ,  2 5 ,000  i n  C hicago  and a c l e a r  m a jo r 

i t y  o f  t h e  v o t e  i n  a t h r e e  way r a c e  i n  Milwaukee.  I n  1887 

t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n d u s t r i a l  Onion C o n f e r e n c e  met i n  C i n c i n n a t i

and o r g a n i z e d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Onion Labor  p a r t y .  I n  Kansas  t h e

V in c e n t s  were  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  m a e l s t ro m .  The Onion La

bor  p a r t y  s u c c e e d e d  i n  e l e c t i n g  a  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  s h e r i f f  i n  

Cowley County i n  1 8 8 7 .* :

Am er ican  Nonconfor m i s t  { W i n f i e l d ) , 7 O c tober  1886; Ford ,  
"The I n v i n c i b l e  V i n c e n t s , "  pp .  3,  6; V i n c e n t ,  C o lo r a do 
Repr e s e n t a t i v e  ( B o u l d e r ) ,  7 December 1899; and P i e h l e r ,  
Henry V i n c e n t ;  A Case S t u d y , "  pp.  105, 121 S 122.

*0 V i n c e n t ,  "Henry S e z , " pp .  3 - 4 ;

*: V i n c e n t ,  p. 5; Ford p .  28; Grob, p p .  9 -1 2 ;  and Harold  
P i e h l e r ,  "Henry V i n c e n t :  Kansas  P o p u l i s t  and R a d i c a l - R e -
form J o u r n a l i s t , "  Kan s a s  H i s t o r y  2 ,  no .  1 ( S p r i n g ,  1979):
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As t h e  H o n c o n fo rm is t  became r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a p r o p a g a t o r  o f  

t h e  p o l i t i c a l  change  sweeping  Kansas t h e  V in c e n t s  "became 

t a r g e t s  f o r  a l l  manner o f  Tory  p r o p a g a n d a , "  i n  t h e  words  o f  

Leo V i n c e n t .* *  Two e v e n t s  t h w a r t e d  t h e  r e fo rm  e f f o r t ' s  d r i v e  

t o  v i c t o r y  i n  Kansas  i n  1888. F i r s t  was t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r 

t y  e x p o s u r e  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  o a t h s  o f  o f f i c e  and r i t u a l  

o f  a  m y s t e r i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c a l l e d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Order  o f  

V i d e t t e s .  T h i s  was a p p a r e n t l y  a  s e c r e t  Onion L ab o r  p a r t y  

a u z i l l i a r y  formed t o  p r e v e n t  f u s i o n  w i th  o t h e r  p a r t i e s .  GOP 

spokesmen l a b e l e d  i t  a n a r c h i s t  b e c a u s e  i t s  o a t h  p l e d g e d  mem

b e r s  " t o  s a c r i f i c e  t h e i r  b o d ie s  t o  t h e  j u s t  vengence  of 

t h e i r  comrades  s h o u l d  t h e y  f a i l  t o  obey t h e  commands o r  keep 

t h e  s e c r e t s  o f  t h e  o r d e r . " * *  The V i n c e n t ' s  d e f e n s e  o f  th e  

Haymarket bombing a n a r c h i s t s  gave c re d e n c e  t o  R epub l ican  

c h a r g e s . **

The s econd  damaging e v e n t  o f  t h e  1888 Kansas  campaign was 

t h e  e x p l o s i o n  o f  a bomb i n  t h e  home o f  a C o f f e y v i l l e  e x p r e s s  

a g e n t .  As Henry V in c e n t  l a t e r  e x p l a i n e d  " A n a r c h i s t s  and 

bombs were som et im es  a s s o c i a t e d .  Rhat b e t t e r  t h a n  t o  f i n d

16 .
*2 As t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e  l o n g e v i t y  o f  n e o - R e p u b l i c a n  i d e o l o g y  

among P o p u l i s t s ,  i t  s h o u ld  be  n o t e d  t h a t  Leo V incen t  
s t i l l  u s ed  t h e  t e rm  "Tory p ropaganda"  more t h a n  f i f t y  
y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  1888 campaign . F o r d ,  " I n v i n c i b l e  Vin
c e n t s , "  p .  28.

*3 W i n f i e l d  Couri e r  4 Oct 1888 i n  P i e h l e r ,  "Henry V in cen t :  
Kansas  P o p u l i s t , "  p .  16.

** W. F. R i g h t m i r e ,  "The A l l i a n c e  Movement i n  K a n s a s - O r ig in  
o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  P a r t y , "  T r a n s a c t i ons  o f  t he  Kansas  S t a t e  
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  9 [1905-Ô6):  27
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an i n f e r n a l  machine on o u r  p re m is e s !  But i t  d i d n ' t  g e t  a s  

f a r  a s  W in f ie ld . "* ®  A f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  package  c o n t a i n i n g  

t h e  bomb t h e  e x p r e s s  a g e n t  t o o k  i t  home. He had p la n n e d  t o  

d rop  i t  o f f  a t  t h e  r a i l w a y  s t a t i o n  on h i s  may t o  work t h e  

n e x t  day .  The p e r s o n  who s e n t  t h e  package  was n e v e r  i d e n t i 

f i e d .  In  1891, t h e  Kansas  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  which

t h e  P e o p l e ' s  P a r t y  c o n t r o l l e d ,  f o r c e d  a c o n g r e s s i o n a l  i n v e s 

t i g a t i o n ,  b u t  i t  p roved  i n c o n c l u s i v e .  The t e s t i m o n y  con

s i s t e d  m o s t ly  o f  c i r c u m s t a n t i a l  e v i d e n c e ,  h e a r s a y  and i n 

nuendo. The most damaging e v i d e n c e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a

seco n d -h an d  s t o r y  t h a t  R e p u b l i c a n  Governor Lyman Humphrey 

"had" t o  a p p o i n t  t h e  man t h e  V i n c e n t ' s  c l a i m e d  was t h e  bom

b e r  t o  a p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  S t a t e  Bureau  o f  Labor  S t a t i s t i c s .  

The V i n c e n t s '  a r c h  r i v a l ,  Edwin P.  G r e e r ,  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Re

p u b l i c a n  W i n f i e l d  C o u r i e r .  c h a rg ed  th e  bombing t o  t h e  Vi

d e t t e s .

A l though  t h e  Union L abor  p a r t y  l o s t  t h e  1888 Kansas  e l e c 

t i o n  t h e  V i n c e n t s  were n o t  d ow nhea r t ed .  T h i r t y  one p e r c e n t

o f  t h e  p a r t y ' s  n a t i o n a l  v o t e  came from Kansas  a l o n e .  The 

V i n c e n t s '  dream o f  a mass r i s i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  dom inan t  p a r 

t i e s  a p p e a re d  n e a r . * *  A m ajo r  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  s u c c e s s  must be

♦5 V i n c e n t ,  "Henry S e z , "  p.  6.

** P i e h l e r ,  "Henry V i n c e n t :  A Case S t u d y , "  p.  154;  C h a r l e s  
R ichard  Denton , "The American  N o n c o n fo rm is t  and Kansas  
I n d u s t r i a l  L i b e r a t o r :  A Union L a b o r - P o p u l i s t  Newspaper ,
1886-1991 ,"  ÎH. A . ,  Kansas  S t a t e  C o l l e g e  o f  P i t t s b u r g ,  
1 9 6 1 ) ,  pp .  5 3 - 7 4 ,  93 ,  6 95; and J o i n t  Committee  o f  t h e
L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  K ansas ,  I n v e s t i g a t i on o f  Cof
f e y v i l l e  E x p l o s i o n  (Topeka: Kansas P u b l i s h i n g  House,
Ï 89Îr ,~p-  2 8 8 .“
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c r e d i t e d  t o  t h e  downturn  o f  f a rm in g  on t h e  G r e a t  P l a i n s  i n  

t h e  l a t e  1880s.  U n u su a l ly  a b u n d an t  r a i n s  i n  t h e  middle  

y e a r s  o f  t h e  d e ca d e  e n co u rag e d  f a r m e r s  t o  move t o o  f a r  v e s t .  

During  th e  boom t i m e s  s p e c u l a t o r s  r a n  t h e  p r i c e  o f  fa rm

l a n d  up e x o r b i t a n t l y .  Fa rm ers  were c a u g h t  s h o r t  when 

d r o u g h t  s t r u c k  i n  1887. K ansans ,  who had r a i s e d  t h i r t y - o n e  

m i l l i o n  b u s h e l s  o f  wheat i n  1882, managed o n ly  t e n  m i l l i o n  

i n  1888. Reduced p r o d u c t i o n  s h o u ld  have  s e n t  farm p r i c e s

h i g h e r ,  a bumper c r o p  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  w or ld  c au se d

j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e .  Between 1888 and 1892 h a l f  o f  t h e  popu

l a t i o n  o f  w e s t e r n  Kansas  was f o r c e d  t o  move. Many o f  t h e s e  

r e f u g e e s  m i g r a t e d  t o  Oklahoma, p r o v i d i n g  a  r e a d y  c l i e n t e l e  

f o r  a g r a r i a n  i n s u r g e n c y  i n  t h e  new t e r r i t o r y . * ?

Debt was t h e  c r u c i a l  i s s u e  on t h e  h i g h  p l a i n s  i n  t h e  l a t e  

1880s- I n  t h e  f o u r  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  d r o u g h t  began unp a id

d e b t s  c a u s e d  11 ,000  f o r e c l o s u r e s  i n  Kansas .  Meanwhile i n 

t e r e s t  r a t e s  s o a r e d  f o r  t h e  d e b t - p l a g u e d  s e t t l e r .  The fa rm 

e r ' s  an g e r  n a t u r a l l y  t u r n e d  to w ard  b a n k e r s ,  and t h e  "money 

c o n s p i r a c y "  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t e d .  Union L a b o r i t e s  l o s t  no op

p o r t u n i t y  t o  t e l l  f a r m e r s  t h a t  c o r r u p t  l e g i s l a t i o n  cau sed  

t h e  d e f l a t i o n  which made t h e i r  c h a n c e s  o f  g e t t i n g  o u t  of  

d eb t  r e m o te .

I n  an a d d r e s s  b e f o r e  t h e  Kansas  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  

i n  1904 i i l l i a m  F. R i g h t m i r e ,  an  a s s o c i a t e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  

Noncon f ormi s t  i n  t h e  l a t e  1880s ,  gave  h i s  v e r s i o n  o f  how t h e

I n  1888 t h e  Union Labor  p a r t y  p o l l e d  45 ,390  v o t e s  i n  Kan
s a s ,  and 146,137 v o t e s  n a t i o n w i d e .
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P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  i n  K ansas  v a s  f o u n d e d .  I n  December,  1888, 

V i d e t t e  l e a d e r s  met i n  W ich i ta  t o  form t h e  S t a t e  Reform As

s o c i a t i o n  and " s e l e c t  some e x i s t i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  o r  t o  o r 

g a n i z e  a nev o n e ,  i n t o  whose r a n k s  t h e  r e f o r m e r s  and f a r m e r s  

and l a b o r e r s  o f  Kansas  c o u l d  be e n l i s t e d  a s  members."  They 

c h o s e  t h e  S o u th e r n  F a r m e r ' s  A l l i a n c e  which R ig h tm i r e  c l a im e d  

"em bodied  e v e r y  t e n e t  o f  t h e  p l a t f o r m  on which t h e  Onion La

b o r  p a r t y  had  waged i t s  c a m p a ig n . "  B e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e  word 

" l a b o r "  in t h e  e x i s t i n g  p a r t y ' s  name posed  t o o  g r e a t  an ob

s t a c l e  i n  r e c r u i t i n g  f a r m e r s  t h e  V i n c e n t s  r e a d i l y  a g r e e d  t o  

t h e  s t r a t e g y .  R i g h t m i r e  c l a i m e d  t h a t  h e ,  C u t h b e r t  V incen t  

and John  R. R o g ers  { l a t e r  t h e  P o p u l i s t  g o v e rn o r  o f  Washing

to n  s t a t e )  t r a v e l e d  t o  T ex as  f o r  i n i t i a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  A l l i 

ance  and b r o u g h t  i t  back  t o  K a n sa s .  His  s t o r y  i s  d e m o n s t r a 

b l y  wrong on t h i s  p o i n t .  T h r e e  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  V i d e t t e  

m e e t i n g ,  b e t t e r  t h a n  100 A l l i a n c e m e n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  5000 mem

b e r s  i n  n i n e  c o u n t i e s  o f  Kansas  met t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  s t a t e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  A l l i a n c e .  I t  i s  c l e a r ,  howev

e r ,  t h a t  t h e  Onion Labor  l e a d e r s  l a t c h e d  on t o  t h e  A l l i a n c e  

f o r  o v e r t l y  p o l i t i c a l  p u r p o s e s  a t  a v e r y  e a r l y  d a t e .  I n  

Kansas  t h e  S o u t h e r n  A l l i a n c e  a lw a y s  em p h as ized  b o th  economic 

c o o p e r a t i o n  and  d i r e c t  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n .

R i g h t m i r e ,  "The A l l i a n c e  Movement i n  K a n s a s , "  p.  3 ;  Amer
i can  Non c o n f o r m i s t  ( W i n f i e l d ) ,  28 November 1888 G 4 J u l y  
Ï8 8 9 ;  R o b e r t  C. McMath, " P r e f a c e  t o  P o p u l i sm :  The O r i g i n  
and  Economic Development o f  t h e  ' S o u t h e r n  F a r m e r ' s  A l l i 
a n c e '  i n  K a n s a s , "  K an sas  H i s t o r i c a l  S n a r t e r l y  42,  no.  1 
{ S p r in g ,  1 9 7 6 ) :  6 4 -6 5 ;  and S t a n l e y  P a r s o n s  { e t .  a l . ) ,
"The Role  o f  C o o p e r a t i v e s  i n  t h e  Development C u l t u r e  of  
P o p u l i s m , "  J o u r n a l  o f  American H i s t o r y ,  6 9 ,  no.  4 (March,
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Benjamin  H. C l o v e r ,  a f o r m e r  G re en b a c k e r  and Union Labor 

man, became t h e  f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S o u th e r n  F a r m e r ' s  Al

l i a n c e  i n  K an sas .  As a t h i r d  p a r t y  s y m p a t h i z e r  he  worked 

c l o s e l y  w i th  t h e  S t a t e  Reform A s s o c i a t i o n .  In  an In d e p e n 

dence  Day, 1889, a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  " O b j e c t s  o f  t h e  A l l i a n c e "  

C lo v e r  made c l e a r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  h i s  o r d e r .  

R e p e a t i n g  a  l i n e  from W il l iam  P e f f e r ' s  Kans a s  F a rm e r . C lo v e r  

c l a i m e d  " t h e  f a r m e r s  a r e  hampered and  c r i p p l e d  by combina

t i o n s  . . .  {which} c o n t r o l  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  s t a t e  and n a t i o n 

a l . "  He c a l l e d  upon A l l ian cem en  t o  " c l o s e  up t h e  r a n k s ,  

s t a n d  s h o u l d e r  t o  s h o u l d e r ,  and c l e a r  t h e  d e ck s  o f  a l l  o ld  

h i n d e r i n g  p r e j u d i c e s ,  p a r t y  s t r i f e s  o r  s e c t i o n a l  a n i m o s i t i e s  

.  .  .  ( t o  save} t h e  Amer ica ,  g iv e n  i n t o  o u r  k e e p in g  by t h e

R e v o l u t i o n a r y  F a t h e r s ,  w i th  t h e  a d m o n i t io n  t h a t  ' e t e r n a l  v i 

g i l a n c e  i s  t h e  p r i c e  o f  l i b e r t y . * " * »  Fa rm ers  and l a b o r e r s ,  

he c o n t i n u e d ,  were a l l  t h a t  s t o o d  be tween  t h e  "monarchy o f  

w e a l t h ,  on t h e  one han d ,  and t h e  a n a r c h y  o f  p o v e r t y ,  on th e  

o t h e r . " S O

C lo v e r  and  t h e  V i n c e n t s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  " e d u c a t i o n a l  

program" o f  t h e  f a r m e r ' s  A l l i a n c e  was i t s  most v a l u a b l e  

f u n c t i o n .  V in c en t  c o n te n d e d  t h a t  "A p e o p le  u n i t e d  by a g i t a 

t i o n  cou ld  n o t  be depended upon t o  re m a in  u n i t e d  l o n g  .  .  

a g i t a t i o n  p u t s  i n  motion  a f o r c e  which once  s t a r t e d  can n o t

1 9 8 3 ) :  880 5 88 4 -8 5 .

*» Amer i c a n  Nonconformi s t  [ W i n f i e l d ) ,  4 J u l y  1889.

so R i g h t m i r e ,  p.  4 and Ameri c a n  Nonco n f o r m i s t  ( W i n f i e l d ) , 4 
J u l y  1889-
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be c o n t r o l l e d ,  and i n  i t s  en e rg y  d e s t r o y s  a l l . "  E d u c a t io n ,  

on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  c r e a t e d  an " i n t e l l i g e n t  c o h e s i b i l i t y . "  

I f  t h e  e d u c a t o r ' s  l e s s o n s  were c o r r e c t ,  u n i f o r m i t y  o f  b e l i e f  

among p r o d u c e r s  would c r e a t e  a c o n c e r t  o f  a c t i o n  t h a t  c o u ld  

"be  depended upon t o  r e s i s t  t h e  d i v e r t i n g  e f f e c t s  o f  b o th  

p r e j u d i c e  and p a s s i o n . "  A l l i a n c e  l e a d e r s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  once 

f a r m e r s  began r a t i o n a l l y  i n q u i r i n g  i n t o  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i v e  s i 

t u a t i o n  t h e i r  t h o u g h t s  would b e g in  " b o r i n g  h o l e s  i n t o  t h e  

s h i p  o f  c o r r u p t i o n . " ® »  As t h e  P o p u l i s t  Handbook f o r  Kansas 

i n  1891 p u t  i t ,  "A th o r o u g h l y  in fo rm ed  p e o p le  c a n n o t  be en 

s l a v e d ,  n o r  k e p t  in  s l a v e r y  l o n g  a f t e r  t h e y  become e d u c a t 

ed .  "®2

I n  l i n e  w i th  t h e  V i n c e n t s '  v iews  on " e d u c a t i o n "  t h e y  a l s o  

c la im ed  t h a t  o n ly  t h o s e  whose p r i n c i p l e s  o r  i n t e r e s t s  i n 

c l i n e d  them t o  work on b e h a l f  o f  th e  p r o d u c e r  c l a s s  sh o u ld  

be t r u s t e d .  In  an  a r t i c l e  on p o l i t i c a l  f a r m in g .  A l l i a n c e  

l e a d e r s  t o l d  t h e i r  members " I t  i s  j u s t  a s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  you 

to  send  men o f  your own k in d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  you a s  i t  i s  f o r  

you t o  go o u t  and c u l t i v a t e  your  own c ro p s . "* ®  P o l i t i c i a n s  

swayed o n ly  by f e a r  o f  l o s i n g  o f f i c e  were e s p e c i a l l y  t o  be 

d i s t r u s t e d .

5» American N onconform is t  ( H i n f i e l d ) , 4 J u l y  B 26 September
18897 and~Ter r i t ô ç i â ï  Top ic  [ P u r c e l l ,  Chickasaw N a t i o n ) ,  
5 J u n e  6 21 August 1890. The Ter r i t o r i a l  Top ic  r a n  an 
A l l i a n c e  column p u t  o u t  by t h e  V i n c e n t ' s  i n  Kansas .

52 Henry and Leo V i n c e n t ,  P o p u l i s t  HandWok f o r  Ka n s a s  ( I n 
d i a n a p o l i s :  V incen t  B ro s .  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1891) ,  p .  1.

53 American Nonconfor m i s t  ( H i n f i e l d ) ,  4 J u l y  1890 and Te r r i 
t o r i a l  Topi c ,  5 June  Î 8 9 0 .
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The growth  o f  t h e  V in cen ts*  new r e f o r m  v e h i c l e  e v e n t u a l l y  

l e d  them t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  Union l a b o r  p a r t y ' s  n a t i o n a l  l e a d 

e r s h i p  f o r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r t y .  While farm o r g a n i z a 

t i o n  membership c l a i m s  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  and e a r l y  

t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s  were n o t o r i o u s l y  u n r e l i a b l e ,  c l e a r l y  

t h e r e  was a v a s t  e x p a n s io n  o f  t h e  Kansas  A l l i a n c e  between 

i t s  December,  1888, o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  m e e t in g  and t h e  1890 

e l e c t i o n .  A l l i a n c e  s o u r c e s  c l a i m e d  2 1 ,000  Kansas  f a r m e r s  by 

A p r i l ,  1889, 100,000 a y e a r  l a t e r  and 145,000 j u s t  b e f o r e

th e  1890 g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  I n  a p p a r e n t  i g n o r a n c e  of  t h e  

Kansas  phenomenon t h e  Onion L abor  p a r t y ' s  n a t i o n a l  l e a d e r 

s h i p  p roposed  t o  ad v an c e  t h e  c a u s e  o f  l a b o r  th ro u g h  a f u s i o n  

w i th  t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n  p a r t y .  I t  was o b v i o u s l y  a d e s p e r a t i o n  

move which Kansas  p a r t y  members b e l i e v e d  was n o t  o n ly  unne

c e s s a r y  b u t  "a compromise w i t h  t h e  n a r r o w i s t  k in d  of  f a n a t i 

c i s m . "  Such an o b n o x io u s  c o n n e c t i o n  c o u ld  r u i n  e f f o r t s  t o  

b r i n g  A l l ia n c em e n  i n t o  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y .  The V i n c e n t ' s  t e r 

minology i n  denounc ing  t h e  p ro p o s e d  merger  r e v e a l e d  b o th  th e  

s t r o n g  p o l i t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  Kansas  A l l i a n c e  i n  i t s  

i n f a n c y  as  w e l l  a s  t h e i r  commitment t o  t h e  A l l i a n c e  a s  a r e 

form v e h i c l e  i n  e a r l y  1889. The P r o h i b i t i o n - U n i o n  Labor 

p a r t y  f u s i o n  would c o n s i s t  o f  a P r o h i b i t i o n  head  and a  Union 

Labor t a i l ,  t h e  N o n c o n fo rm is t  c l a i m e d ,  and " P l a t f o r m s  w i th 

ou t  men e d u c a t e d  t h e r e o n  do n o t  amount t o  t h e  p a p e r  on which 

th e y  a r e  p r i n t e d . "  A l though  t h e  new o r d e r  o f f e r e d  an ad 

vanced  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  t e c h n i q u e ,  th e  V i n c e n t s  would a lways
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c o n s i d e r  t h e  A l l i a n c e  and t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  t o  be  s im p ly  

Onion Labor ism under  a n o t h e r  name.s*

The im m e d ia te  c a t a l y s t  f o r  f o u n d i n g  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  i n  

Kansas  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  A l l i a n c e ' s  home c o u n ty  o f  Cowley i n  

1889. In  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  c o u n ty  c o n v e n t i o n  t h a t  y e a r  c o u r t 

house  c l i q u e  l e a d e r s  Ed G r e e r  and w i l l i a m  P, Hackney d i r e c t 

ed t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  i n  s u c h  a h e av y - h an d e d  manner t h a t  l e a d 

in g  f a r m e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  walked o u t .  T h a t  n i g h t  t h e  

r e b e l l i o u s  R e p u b l i c a n  d e l e g a t e s  met and d e c id e d  t o  s u g g e s t  a 

" P e o p l e ' s  T i c k e t "  f u s i o n  t o  t h e  D em o cra t ic  and Onion Labor 

l e a d e r s h i p .  Two weeks l a t e r  D em o cra t ic  and Onion Labor  Exe

c u t i v e  Commit tees  met i n  s e p a r a t e  c o n f e r e n c e s  t o  p l a n  s t r a 

t e g y .  The Democrats  s u g g e s t e d  a d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  t i c k e t .  

When Onion L a b o r i t e s  d e c l i n e d ,  t h e  two p a r t i e s  d e c i d e d  t o  

a p p o i n t  s p e c i a l  c o m m i t t e e s  t o  come up w i t h  an a c c e p t a b l e  

p l a n .  The c o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e  Onion L a b o r  p a r t y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  

fo r m er  R e p u b l i c a n  Ed G reen ,  f o r m e r  G reen b ack er  Ben C lo v e r

** P a r s o n s ,  "The Ro le  o f  t h e  C o o p e r a t i v e s , "  p .  881 and Hon-  
c o n f o r m i s t  [ W i n f i e l d ) ,  21 March 1889. The Onion Labor 
p a r t y  p l a t f o r m  o f  1888 was g n i t e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  P o p u l i s t  
Omaha P l a t f o r m  o f  1892.  The F i r s t  t h r e e  p l a n k s  o f  t h e  
Onion Labor  P l a t f o r m  d e a l  w i th  l a n d ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  and 
money, w i th  l a t e r  p l a n k s  c a l l i n g  f o r  a  g r a d u a t e d  income 
t a x  and t h e  d i r e c t  e l e c t i o n  o f  S e n a t o r s .  The Money P lan k  
c a l l e d  f o r  G reenbacks  " i s s u e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  p e o p l e ,  
w i t h o u t  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  banks  o r  l o a n e d  t o  c i t i z e n s  
upon ample  s e c u r i t y  a t  a low r a t e  o f  i n t e r e s t . "  The l a t 
t e r  c o n t i n g e n c y  c l e a r l y  fo reshadow ed  t h e  P o p u l i s t  Sub
t r e a s u r y  P l a n .  In h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  f a m i l y  b i o g r a p h i e s  
Leo V in c e n t  r e v e a l s  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  be tween t h e  Onion La
b o r  and P e o p l e ' s  P a r t y  i n  h i s  own mind by w r i t i n g ,  " t h e
N o n c o n fo rm is t  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y ,  whose c a n d i 
d a t e  in  1888 was A. J .  S t r e e t e r  o f  I l l i n o i s . "  F o r d ,  " I n 
v i n c i b l e  V i n c e n t s , "  p.  10.
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and fo rm er  Democrat  George G a r d e n h l r e .  T h i s  g roup  came up 

w ith  t h e  p l a n  f i n a l l y  a c c e p t e d -  N e i t h e r  p a r t y  would make 

n o m i n a t i o n s .  A l l  a n t i - c o u r t h o u s e  r i n g  e l e m e n ts  would u n i t e  

i n  a s e p a r a t e  " P e o p l e ' s  C o n v e n t i o n . "  In  t h i s  way t h e  new 

movement a v o id e d  t h e  s t i g m a  o f  an  o v e r t  f u s i o n  s im p ly  f o r  

o f f i c e s .  T h ro u g h o u t  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  movement, t h e  

P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  i n  Kansas  drew i n  r e l a t i v e l y  e q u a l  p r o p o r 

t i o n s  from f o r m e r  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  each  o f  t h e  t h r e e  p a r t i e s  of

1 8 8 8 .s s

On e l e c t i o n  day 1889 t h e  p e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  i n  Cowley County 

t u r n e d  what was n o r m a l ly  a  500 v o t e  f i e p u b l i c a n  m arg in  i n t o  

an 800 v o t e  m a j o r i t y  f o r  t h e  new p a r t y .  The Cowley County 

" P e o p l e ' s  Movement" p l a t f o r m  " f a v o r e d  such l e g i s l a t i o n  a s  

would g iv e  t h e  p r o d u c in g  c l a s s  a j u s t  reward  f o r  t h e i r  l a 

b o r ,  f a v o r e d  t h e  r e d a c t i o n  o f  s a l a r i e s  o f  c o u n ty  o f f i c i a l s ,  

{and} opposed  t r u s t s  and monopoly and r i n g  r u l e  i n  p o l i 

t i c s . "  As news o f  t h e  " P e o p l e ' s "  v i c t o r y  sw ep t  t h e  s t a t e  

i n q u i r i e s  on t h e  new p a r t y ' s  p l a n  o f  a c t i o n  f l o o d e d  t h e  l o 

c a l  c h a i r m a n ' s  m a i l b o x .

Two weeks a f t e r  t h e  new t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  f i r s t  v i c t o r y  A l l i 

ancemen a s s e m b le d  i n  t h e i r  second  s t a t e  c o n v e n t i o n  t o  r e e 

l e c t  Ben C l o v e r  a s  t h e i r  p r e s i d e n t .  A t  t h i s  m e e t in g ,  t h e

55 F o r d ,  p .  7 ;  P i e h l e r ,  "Henry V i n c e n t :  a Case  S t u d y , "  p.
163; Amer i c a n Noncon f o r m i s t  ( W i n f i e l d ) ,  30 J u l y  1891 and 
P e t e r  H. A r g e r s i n g e r ,  Popul i s m  and P o l i t i c s :  W i l l i am
A l f r e d  S g f f e r  and t h e  P o e p l e ^ s  P a r t y  {Lex ing ton :  U n iv e r 
s i t y  of Kentucky  P r e s s ,  1974) ,  pp.  73 -7 4 .

American N o n c o n fo rm is t  { W in f i e l d ) ,  30 J u l y  1891.
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A l l i a n c e  r e s o l v e d  t o  s u b m i t  i t s  p l a t f o r m  t o  t h e  Kansas 

c o n g r e s s i o n a l  d e l e g a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  a p p r o v a l  o r  r e j e c t i o n .  

Only U n i t e d  s t a t e s  S e n a t o r  P. B. Plumb gave h i s  u n q u a l i f i e d  

a p p r o v a l .  A l l i a n c e  c o u n ty  p r e s i d e n t s  met i n  March, 1890, t o  

a d o p t  d i r e c t  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  and  t h r e e  months l a t e r  members 

o f  t h e  A l l a i n c e ,  Grange,  K n ig h t s  o f  L a b o r ,  F a r m e r ' s  Mutual  

B e n e f i t  A s s o c i a t i o n  and s i n g l e  t a x  c l u b s  fo u n d ed  t h e  Peo

p l e ' s  p a r t y  o f  Kansas .  S e n a t o r  John J .  I n g a l l s ,  t h e  t h i r d  

p a r t y ' s  p r im a r y  t a r g e t  i n  1890, had s t a t e d  t h a t  " t h e  p u r i f i 

c a t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c s  i s  an i r r i d e s c e n t  d re a m ."  The new p a r t y  

s e t  o u t  t o  p ro v e  him wrong. On e l e c t i o n  day t h e  P e o p l e ' s  

p a r t y  c a r r i e d  f i v e  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  seven  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  r a c e s  

and e l e c t e d  n i n e t y  one o f  t h e  125 House members. i h e n  th e  

s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  convened i n  1891 t h e y  e l e c t e d  i i l l i a m  A. 

P e f f e r  t o  s u cc e ed  I n g a l l s . s r

George G a r d e n h i r e ,  a member o f  t h e  Onion Labor  p a r t y  com

m i t t e e  t o  c a l l  f o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  " P e o p l e ' s  C on v en t io n "  i n  

Cowley County ,  p r o v i d e s  t h e  d i r e c t  l i n k  between t h e  Oklahoma 

P o p u l i s t  movement and i t s  Kansas  o r i g i n s .  At t h e  t i n e  he 

h e lp e d  found  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  i n  K ansas ,  G a r d e n h i r e  was t h e  

o f f i c i a l  A l l i a n c e  o r g a n i z e r  f o r  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .  

G a r d e n h i r e  was born  e i g h t e e n  m i l e s  s o u t h  o f  C h a t t a n o o g a ,  

T e n n e s s e e  i n  1841,  and moved t o  A rkansas  w i th  h i s  p a r e n t s  a s  

a c h i l d .  S e r v i n g  w i th  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  C a v a l r y  d u r in g  t h e  

C i v i l  War t h e  f u t u r e  A l l i a n c e  l e a d e r  t h e n  moved on t o  s o u t h -

57 American Honcomfo r m i s t  ( W i n f i e l d ) ,  6 March 1890; and New 
York World,  13 A p r i l  1890.
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e r n  Kansas t o  s t a r t  o v e r  i n  1869. A f t e r  some h a r d s h i p  i n  

t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  G a r d e n h i r e  e v e n t u a l l y  b u i l t  up a s u c c e s s f u l  

f a rm in g  and s t o c k  r a i s i n g  b u s i n e s s .  In  A p r i l ,  1889,  he l e f t  

h i s  Kansas fa rm t o  t h e  c a r e  o f  a son and made t h e  r u n  t o  Ok

lahoma. As w i t h  many o t h e r  Cowley County  m i g r a n t s  Garden

h i r e  s e t t l e d  i n  Payne C oun ty ,  which became t h e  e a r l i e s t  

s t r o n g h o l d  o f  Oklahoma P o p u l i s m . s *  F o l lo w in g  t h e  p a t t e r n  s e t  

i n  Kansas he . o r g a n i z e d  A l l i a n c e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  

s e c t i o n  of t h e  new t e r r i t o r y .  By A p r i l ,  1890, t h e  A l l i a n c e  

c l a im e d  100 l o c a l s  i n  Oklahoma i n  t h e  new t e r r i t o r y .  At 

t h i s  p o i n t  G a r d e n h i r e  began h o l d i n g  " p e o p l e ' s "  conven 

t i o n s .

The P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  o r i g i n a t e d  

i n  t h e  s o u t h  Kansas  e g a l i t a r i a n  movements o f  t h e  1880s.  

Throughout t h e  G i ld e d  Age s u c c e s s i v e  waves o f  r e fo rm  f e r m e n t  

k e p t  a l i v e  a lo n g  s t a n d i n g  p o l i t i c a l  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  went 

back a t  l e a s t  t o  t h e  f o u n d in g  o f  t h e  American n a t i o n .  The 

p h y s i o c r a t i c  t r a d i t i o n  which in fo rm ed  t h e  Founding  F a t h e r s ,  

and was l a t e r  r e f i n e d  and s y n t h e s i z e d  i n  t h e  democracy o f  

J e f f e r s o n ,  J a c k s o n  and L i n c o l n ,  p r o v id e d  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y  a g r a r i a n s  w i th  a v a l u e  system t h e y  b e l i e v e d  was v a l 

id  f o r  a l l  t i m e s  and s i t u a t i o n s .

B i g a r a g h i c a l  B eco rd ,  T h i s  Tolume C o n t a i n s  B i o g r a p h i c a l  
S k e t c h e s  o f  L e a d in g  C i t i z e n s  o f  C g w le i  C o . ,  Kansas  (Chi
cago:  B i o g r a p h i c a l  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1901) ,  pp .  181-82 .  
F our  of  t h e  f i v e  t h i r d  p a r t y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  e l e c t e d  t o  
t h e  Oklahoma L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1890 were from Payne Coun ty .

59 A. D. H ickok ,  t h e  A l l i a n c e  o r g a n i z e r  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  
o f  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  was a l s o  from K ansas .
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With t h e  m a t e r i a l i z a t i o n  o f  s t a n d a r d s  t h a t  came w i th  i n 

d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  t h i s  e g a l i t a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n  came u n d e r  s e v e r e  

a t t a c k .  The newer c o s m o p o l i t a n  e t h o s  d i d  n o t ,  however ,  e n 

g r o s s  a l l  A m er icans  by t h e  1890s.  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  downturn  o f  

t h e  farm economy i n  t h e  l a t e  1880s b r o u g h t  t h e  newer i d e o l o 

gy i t s e l f  u n d e r  c r i t i c i s m  and c au sed  many t o  r e a f f i r m  t h e i r  

f a i t h  i n  t h e  o l d  v e r i t i e s .

The S o u th e r n  F a r m e r ' s  A l l i a n c e  i n  Kansas  and Oklahoma 

p r o v i d e d  a v e h i c l e  f o r  m o b i l i z i n g  bo th  t h i r d  p a r t y  v e t e r a n s  

and o ld  p a r t y  f a r m e r s  who were l o s i n g  f a i t h  i n  t h e  p a n ac e as  

o f  " G i ld e d  Age E n t e r p r i s e . "  By r e a f f i r m i n g  t h e  v a l u e s  of  

t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n  t r a d i t i o n  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  i n t r o d u c 

in g  t h o s e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  American c i v i l i 

z a t i o n  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n ,  

t h e  A l l i a n c e  p ro v id e d  a  v a l u a b l e  s t e p p i n g  s t o n e  from o ld  

p a r t y  t o  new. The p r o c e s s  was n o t  one o f  c o n v i n c i n g  a n g ry  

f a r m e r s  to  a c c e p t  a s t r a n g e  new i d e o l o g y ,  however ,  b u t  one 

o f  co m m i t t in g  men and women t o  a c c e p t  t h e  v e r i t i e s  o f  t h e  

a g r a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n ,  and  Popu l i sm  a s  i t s  most l o g i c a l  n e x t  

e x p r e s s i o n .
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The b e a u t y  and im m e n s i ty  o f  t h e  two m i l l i o n  a c r e  "Dnas- 

s i g n e d  Lands** d i s t r i c t  t h a t  b l a c k  and w h i t e  m i g r a n t s  began 

t o  s e t t l e  on t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  A p r i l  22,  1889, l e n t  c r e d e n c e  

t o  t h e  Boom er 's  c l a i m  t h a t  t h i s  was "The Promised  l a n d . "  

C l im a te  combined w i th  t e r r a i n  t o  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  

t h a t  i n f i n i t e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  were a t  hand .  As t h e  Oklahoma 

D i s t r i c t  l a y  a lm o s t  t o t a l l y  w i t h i n  t h e  r i c h  g r a s s l a n d s  o f  

t h e  r e d  bed p l a i n s ,  a l u x u r i o u s  m a n t l e  o f  b l u e s t e m  g r a s s  

s t r e t c h e d  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  eye  c o o l d  s e e .  The b l u e s t e m * s  

h e i g h t  and  d e n s i t y  j u s t l y  f a s c i n a t e d  t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s .  

F r e q u e n t l y  i t  o b s c u r e d  from s i g h t  a l l  b u t  t h e  t o p s  o f  t h e i r  

wagons.  As i t  was s p r i n g t i m e ,  t h e  g r a s s  a p p e a r e d  t o  be an 

ocean  o f  l i g h t  g r e e n  when viewed from upwind ,  d a r k e r  i f  one 

f a c e d  t h e  b r e e z e .  As t h e  s e a s o n s  c h an g ed  i t  would t u r n  r e d 

d i s h - b r o w n ,  and t h e n  p u r p l e  and  c o p p e r .  Sm al l  t r e e s  and 

s h r u b s  b ro k e  t h e  v a s t n e s s  o f  t h e  r o l l i n g  p r a i r i e  o n ly  a lo n g  

c r e e k b e d s .

G e o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  t h e  Oklahoma D i s t r i c t  l a y  between t h e  

wooded c r o s s  t i m b e r s  o f  e a s t e r n  Oklahoma and t h e  s e m i - a r i d  

h igh  p l a i n s ,  n o t  f a r  beyond t h e  U n ass ig n ed  L a n d ' s  w e s t e r n

-  43 -
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b o r d e r .  The r e g i o n  was c o n s t a n t l y  s u b j e c t  t o  a l t e r n a t i n g  

v e t  and d ry  p e r i o d s .  The e a r l i e s t  s e t t l e r s  moved o u t  o n to  

t h e  p l a i n s  d u r i n g  a wet c y c l e .  T h i s  c o n v in c e d  many t h a t  th e  

e n t i r e  r e g i o n  c o u ld  s u p p o r t  most t y p e s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e .  

D ro u g h t s ,  how ever ,  p la g u e d  t h e  unwary p r a i r i e  f a r m e r  i n  t h e  

l a t e  1880s and e a r l y  1890s .  &s h o m e s t e a d e r s  bu rn ed  and 

plowed t h e  v i r g i n  l a n d  t h e y  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  s u b t l e  e co lo g y  

t h a t  h e l d  t h e  t o p s o i l  i n  p l a c e .

N a tu r e  seemed t o  do e v e r y t h i n g  on a g ra n d  s c a l e  i n  t h e  

new t e r r i t o r y .  When t h e  newcomer a sk e d  a v e t e r a n  o f  th e  

p l a i n s  i f  t h e  wind b low s  t h i s  way a l l  o f  t h e  t i m e ,  t h e  r e p l y  

might  w e l l  be ,  " H e l l  no! I t  b low s  t h e  o t h e r  way a b o u t  h a l f  

t h e  t im e .M i  With few t o p o g r a p h i c a l  f e a t u r e s  t o  s low i t ,  t h e  

wind a lw ay s  seemed s t r o n g  on t h e  p l a i n s .  When c o l d  f r o n t s  

from t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  c l i m a t e  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  c o l l i d e d  w i th  

humid, s e m i - t r o p i c a l  w e a th e r  masses  s t r e t c h i n g  up from t h e  

Gulf o f  Mexico g e n t l e  b r e e z e s  c o u ld  become v i o l e n t  c y c l o n e s  

on a moment 's  n o t i c e .  Sha l low  s t r e a m s  c o u ld  t u r n  i n t o  r a g 

in g  t o r e n t s ,  sweep ing  away e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e i r  p a t h .  Mig

r a n t s  from t h e  wooded e a s t  found  Oklahoma b o t h  i n v i g o r a t i n g  

and f r i g h t e n i n g  a t  t h e  same t i m e .

Oklahoma p i o n e e r s  found  l i t t l e  n a t u r a l  g row th  o f  use  i n  

b u i l d i n g  t h e i r  new homes. The s m a l l  t r e e s  and s h r u b s  n a t i v e  

t o  t h e  a r e a  were s u i t a b l e  o n ly  f o r  b r u s h  a r b o r s  and f i r e 

wood. F o r  t h e  f i r s t  few d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  r u n  t e n t s  l i t t e r e d

* Edward E v e r e t t  D a le ,  The Cow Co u n t r y ,  {Norman: U n i v e r s i t y
o f  Oklahoma P r e s s ,  19 4 2 ) ,  p.  9.
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t h e  l a n d s c a p e .  I n d u s t r i o u s  lum ber  and ha rd w are  m e rc h an t s ,  

however,  booked e v e r y  a v a i l a b l e  s p a c e  on t h e  t r a i n s  s e r v i n g  

t h e  new t e r r i t o r y .  Soon s m a l l  f rame b u i l d i n g s  s p r a n g  up i n  

and around t h e  r a i l h e a d  tow ns .  I n  t h e  h i n t e r l a n d ,  d u g o u ts  

and sod houses  s u f f i c e d  u n t i l  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  

a r r i v e d .  I n  some p l a c e s  t h i s  would t a k e  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .

T h roughou t  t h e  1890s newspaper  e d i t o r s ,  l a n d  company 

a g e n t s  and o t h e r  a s s o r t e d  b o o s t e r s  promoted  Oklahoma a s  an 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p a r a d i s e .  A ccord ing  t o  one  p a p e r  t h e  new t e r 

r i t o r y  was,  "The g r e a t e s t  wheat c o u n t r y  i n  t h e  world  . . .  

with  c o rn  b i g g e r  t h a n  saw l o g s  and w a te r m e l l o n s  b i g g e r  th a n  

w h a l e s . "2 B es t  o f  a l l ,  v i r t u a l l y  t h e  e n t i r e  d i s t r i c t  was 

open t o  homestead  e n t r y .  By t h e  end  o f  J u l y ,  1889, 5764

s e t t l e r s  had f i l e d  on 903 ,962  a c r e s  o f  l a n d .  W ith in  th e  

n ex t  y e a r  7033 more would f i l e  on a n o t h e r  m i l l i o n .  Not a l l  

o f  t h e  f i l i n g s ,  however ,  im m e d ia te ly  r e s u l t e d  i n  f a rm s .  The 

p r o s p e c t  o f  160 f r e e  a c r e s  a t t r a c t e d  b o th  h om eseekers  and 

a d v e n t u r e r s  t o  Oklahoma. While a s  many a s  125,000 peop le  

made t h e  Run o f  1889 t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  c e n s u s  o f  J u n e ,  1890, 

c o u n te d  o n ly  6 0 ,4 1 6  r e s i d e n t s .  The c l a i m a n t  had f i v e  y e a r s  

t o  b u i l d  a d w e l l i n g  and  p l a n t  a c r o p .  For some t h e  o p p o r t u 

n i t y  t o  t u r n  a  q u ic k  p r o f i t  t h ro u g h  s e l l i n g  a r e l i n q u i s h 

ment,  o r  t o  h o l d  a p l o t  f o r  s p e c u l a t i v e  g a i n ,  p roved more

a p p e a l i n g  th a n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a f a r m . 3

2 Katonga R e p u b l i c a n . 9 August  1893-

3 Dennis  F l y n n ,  "Memoir ,"  Western  H i s t o r y  C o l l e c t i o n ,  Univ
e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma, p .  12; R e p o r t  o f  t ^  Governor  o f  Okla-
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Host of  t h e  Oklahoma D i s t r i c t ' s  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  had t o  e n 

d u re  t r em en d o u s  h a r d s h i p s  t h e i r  f i r s t  two y e a r s .  The A p r i l  

l a n d  ru n  p u t  them on t h e  l a n d  to o  l a t e  t o  p l a n t  c r o p s  f o r  

1889. With l i t t l e  c a p i t a l  t h e y  e x i s t e d  on s t o c k e d  p r o v i 

s i o n s  o f  c o f f e e ,  d r i e d  b e a n s  and f l o u r .  H os t ,  how ever ,  were 

a b l e  t o  su p p lem en t  t h e i r  s p a r s e  d i e t  w i th  w i ld  f r u i t s  and 

game. Fa rm ers  p a s s e d  t h e  t im e  b u i l d i n g  h o u s e s ,  d i g g i n g  

w e l l s  and b r e a k i n g  t h e  ground  f o r  th e  1890 p l a n t i n g .  U nfor

t u n a t e l y ,  a  s e v e r e  d r o u g h t  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  c a u s e d  f a r m e r s  t o  

spend  t h e i r  f i r s t  two y e a r s  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  w i t h o u t  income 

from t h e i r  c r o p s .  Some d e c id e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  o l d e r  s e c t i o n s  

o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  H o s t ,  however ,  were d e t e r m in e d  t o  s t i c k  

w i th  t h i s  l a s t  chance  t o  own t h e i r  own fa rm .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  

C o n g re s s  and t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  when i t  f i n a l l y  

met i n  l a t e  1890, p r o v i d e d  a i d  t o  t h e  d e s t i t u t e .  To b u i l d  

up t h e i r  new m a rk e t ,  r a i l r o a d s  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  wheat  s e e d  a t  

c o s t  i n  1890.*

S i n c e  t h e  l a n d  run  c a u s e d  a l l  men t o  b e g in  a s  c o m p e t i 

t o r s ,  t h e  c h o i c e s t  q u a r t e r - s e c t i o n s  f r e q u e n t l y  went t o  th e  

b u l l y .  Some r i g h t f u l  c l a i m a n t s  d a re d  n o t  even  s e t  f o o t  on 

t h e i r  own l a n d  u n t i l  t h e  c o u r t s  o r d e r e d  an  i n t e r l o p e r  t o

homa (1893) ,  p.  469 and G i l b e r t  F i t e ,  The Farme r s  L a s t  
Fr o n t i e r , (New York: H o l t ,  B i n e h a r t  8 W ins ton ,  1 9 6 6 ) , p .
206.

* F i t e ,  Far m e r ' s  L a s t  F r o n t i e r ,  p.  20 6; Solon  Buck, " S e t t l e 
ment o f  Oklahoma,"  W isco n s in  Academy o f  S c i e n c e ,  A r t s  and 
L e t t e r s ,  T r a n s a c t i o n s .  15,  n o .  2 %Î907):  376 and Dora Ann 
S t e w a r t ,  The Government and Development o f  t h e  Oklahoma 
T e r r i t o r y .  (Norman: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma P r e s s ,  1933) ,
pp .  2 Ï 9 - 2 0 .
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l e a v e .  R eco u rse  t o  l i t i g a t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  c o u l d  be e x p e n s i v e  

and t im e  consuminng.  Almost c e r t a i n l y ,  l a w y e r s  r e a p e d  t h e  

g r e a t e s t  h a r v e s t  o f  1889. One s e t t l e r  found  "more o f  them 

t o  t h e  a c r e  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  e lse .**s  F r e q u e n t l y ,  a d v e n t u r e r s  

f i l e d  on l a n d s  t h e y  c l e a r l y  had  no l e g a l  c l a i m  t o  i n  t h e  

hope o f  e x t o r t i n g  a few d o l l a r s  from t h e  r i g h t f u l  hom es tead

e r .  Bore t h a n  one  Oklahoma p i o n e e r  l o s t  h i s  f a rm  f o r  want 

o f  money t o  pay l e g a l  f e e s  t o  d e f e n d  i t . *

I f  c l a i m  ju m p ers  and d r o u g h t  p l a g u e d  h i n t e r l a n d  Oklaho

mans,  town d w e l l e r s  f a c e d  p ro b le m s  o f  t h e i r  own. P e rh a p s  

one t h i r d  o f  t h e  m i g r a n t s  t o  t h e  new t e r r i t o r y  t i e d  t h e i r  

f o r t u n e s  t o  one o f  t h e  numerous t o w n s i t e s  t o  s p r i n g  up in  

1889. T o w n s i t e  com pan ies  o r g a n i z e d  i n  Kansas  b e f o r e  t h e  run  

founded  El Reno, Oklahoma C i t y  and S t i l l w a t e r .  At Oklahoma 

C i t y  t h e  Sem ino le  Tow ns i te  Company c o u n te d  many o f  t h e  Payne 

Colony l e a d e r s  among t h e i r  n u m b e r .7 The S a n t a  Fe p ro v id e d  

them w i t h  s u r v e y i n g  j o b s  n e a r  t h e  t o w n s i t e  t h e  day o f  t h e  

o p e n in g .  At noon, t h e y  q u i t  t h e i r  j o b s ,  s t e p p e d  o f f  t h e  

r i g h t  o f  way, and c l a i m e d  e v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  town l o t  and  q u a r -  

t e r - s e c t i o n  i n  s i g h t .  B e f o r e  l e g i t i m a t e  c l a i m a n t s  c o u l d  a r 

r i v e  on t h e  s c e n e  t h e  s o o n e r s  had even  f i l e d  p a t e n t s  on

5 American Nonconfor m i s t  ( W i n f i e l d ) , 19 S ep tem ber  1889.

* S t i l l w a t e r ,  O k lahoma S t a n d a r d ,  28 December 1889 and Buck, 
"The S e t t l e m e n t  o f ”Ôkïâhômâ7" p .  376.

7 The most p ro m in e n t  p o l i t i c i a n s  among t h e  S e m in o le s  were 
W il l i am  Couch and S idney  C l a r k e ,  D em ocra t s ;  Angelo  S c o t t  
and D. A. Harvey ,  R e p u b l i c a n s ;  and James B. Weaver and Sa
muel C r o c k e r ,  f u t u r e  P o p u l i s t s .
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t h e i r  c l a i m s  in  G u t h r i e . .  They th e n  p ro c e e d e d  t o  ru s h  

m u n i c i p a l  e l e c t i o n s  and c a l l e d  i n  t h e  army t o  s a f e g u a r d  

t h e i r  " r i g h t s , "  O th e r  t o w n s i t e s  s u f f e r e d  s i m i l a r ,  a l t h o u g h  

l e s s  o u t r a g e o u s ,  m a n i p u l a t i o n s .  By th e  end o f  1889 even Re

p u b l i c a n  p a p e r s  were denou n c in g  s p e c u l a t i o n  i n  town l o t s  a s  

h i n d e r i n g  m a t e r i a l  p r o g r e s s . ®

A t e r r i t o r i a l  gove rnm en t  c a p a b l e  of  h a r n e s s i n g  such  e x 

p l o i t a t i o n s  was c l e a r l y  t h e  remedy e a r l y  Oklahomans n e ed e d .  

The l e g i s l a t i o n  o p e n in g  t h e  new l a n d s  was s im p ly  a  r i d e r  t o  

an I n d i a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  b i l l ,  and t h u s  f a i l e d  t o  p r o v id e  

f o r  such  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Oklahomans were f o r c e d  t o  l i v e  f o r  

more t h a n  a y e a r  w i t h  no l e g a l l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  governm en t .  A 

l a r g e  b a c k lo g  o f  p ro b le m s  f a c e d  t h e  f i r s t  l e g i s l a t u r e .

The e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  p i o n e e r s  i n  O klahom a 's  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  

s e t t l e m e n t  seemed t o  v a l i d a t e  t h e  p e s s i m i s t i c  a t t i t u d e  of  

Henry and Leo V i n c e n t ' s  Ame r i c a n Honconf o r m i s t .  As t h e y  had 

p r o p h e s i z e d ,  h a r d s h i p  and p r i v a t i o n  were t h e  l o t  o f  many. 

Even b e f o r e  t h e  o p e n in g  t h e  Noncon f o r m i s t  a s k e d ,  "R ha t  d i f 

f e r e n c e  does  i t  make how f i n e  a  c o u n t r y  i s ,  how r i c h  t h e  

s o i l ,  how e x c e l l e n t  t h e  c l i m a t e ,  i f  i t  r e q u i r e s  money {to 

keep} up e x p e n s e s  w h i l e  r a i s i n g  a c r o p . "  Only a few O klaho

mans had enough money t o  be c a l l e d  c a p i t a l i s t s .  F i n a n c i e r s  

i n  a d j o i n i n g  s t a t e s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  were q u i t e  a n x i o u s  t o  e s t a b 

® Danney S o b l e ,  P r o g r e s s i v e  Oklahoma: The Baking  o f  a Hew
Kind o f  S t a t e . (Norman: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma P r e s s ,
1979) , p .  17 and D a n ie l  P e e r y ,  "The F i r s t  Two T e a r s , "  
C h r o n i c l e s  o f  O k lahoma, 7 ,  n o .  3 (S ep tem b e r ,  1929):
29 6 -9 8 ;  Norman, T r a n s c r i p t ,  20 J u l y  1889 and S t i l l w a t e r  
Oklahoma S t a n d a r d . 28 December 1889 B 1 F e b r u a r y  1890.
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l i s h  b a n k in g  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  nev t e r r i t o r y .  The V i n c e n t s  

n o t e d  t h a t ,  " t h e  s h o r t e r  r o u t e  t o  p o s s e s s i o n  ( o f  t h e  land} 

i s  t h a t  of  l o a n i n g  money, v h i l e  t h e  p o o r  f e l l o w s  who do t h e  

work,  d e v e lo p  t h e  f a r m s ,  w i l l  be i n  f i v e  y e a r s  j u s t  where 

t h o u s a n d s  o f  K ansas  f a r m e r s  a r e  —  n o t  i n  t h e  r i n g ,  b u t  *in  

t h e  s o u p . *"9 Opening t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  t o  n o n - I n d i a n  

s e t t l e m e n t  would b e n e f i t  r a i l r o a d  s t o c k h o l d e r s  more th a n  t h e  

p r o d u c e r s  who worked t h e  l a n d  u n d e r  t h e  p r e s e n t  s y s t e m ,  

c l a i m e d  t h e  V i n c e n t s .  Soon t h e  h o m e s t e a d e r s  would be f o r c e d  

t o  m or tgage  t h e i r  h o u s e h o ld  f u r n i t u r e  t o  meet e x p e n s e s  a t  

r a t e s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  would be  c o n s i d e r e d  u s u r i o u s  e l s e 

where .  As d e s t i t u t e  f a r m e r s  d e f a u l t e d  on  t h e i r  l o a n s  a d i s 

p r o p o r t i o n a t e  number o f  s eco n d  hand s h o p s  would emerge .  One 

1898 e s t i m a t e  v a l u e d  t h e  h o u s e h o ld  f u r n i t u r e  of  t h e  a v e r a g e  

Oklahoma f a m i l y  a t  $ 7 . 5 0 . l o

To im pose  f a m i l i a r  p a t t e r n s  upon t h e  u n s e t t l e d  s i t u a t i o n  

i n  1889, p r o v i s i o n a l  g r a s s - r o o t s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  s p ra n g  up i n  

e v e r y  l o c a l i t y .  M u n ic i p a l  o f f i c e r s  were e l e c t e d ,  and i n  

many c a s e s  f r a n c h i s e s  even  l e t ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  f o r m a l  s a n c t i o n  

o f  law .  As p r o s p e c t s  f o r  e a r l y  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  a c t i o n  waned 

G u t h r i e  even  c a l l e d  a c o n v e n t i o n  to  e s t a b l i s h  a p r o v i s i o n a l  

t e r r i t o r i a l  gove rnm ent .  once  i n  o p e r a t i o n  p e r h a p s  C o n g re s s  

would r e c o g n i z e  i t ,  t h e  o r g a n i z e r s  c a l c u l a t e d .  I n  a  f i t  o f  

j e a l o u s y ,  how ever ,  Oklahoma C i t y  r e f u s e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  and

'* àMSEÎSâS N o n c o n fo rm is t  ( H i n f i e l d ) ,  4 A p r i l  1889.

10 Helen Candee,  " S o c i a l  C o n d i t i o n s  i n  Our Newest T e r r i t o 
r y , "  The F o r u m 25,  no.  4 ( J u n e ,  1 3 98) :  431.
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c a l l e d  a c o n v e n t i o n  of  i t s  own a t  F r i s c o .  The town r i v a l r y  

d e s t r o y e d  hopes  f o r  a p r o v i s i o n a l  s e t u p  and fo r e b o d e  a town 

c o n f l i c t  t h a t  would c o n t i n u e  th r o u g h o u t  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  p e r 

i o d .  »»

F i n a l l y ,  on May 2 ,  1889, C o n g re s s  p a s s e d  an O rg an ic  Act

f o r  Oklahoma. I t  gave  l e g a l  s a n c t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n a l  

m u n ic ip a l  gove rnm en ts  and e s t a b l i s h e d  a t e r r i t o r i a l  go v e rn 

ment.  As w i th  p r e v i o u s  t e r r i t o r i a l  governments  t h e  a c t  was 

b a se d  on t h e  O rd in an ce  o f  1787. I t  p ro v id e d  f o r  s i x  coun

t i e s ,  with t h e i r  s e a t s  o f  government s e t  a t  G u t h r i e ,  Oklaho

ma C i t y ,  Norman, E l  Beno, K i n g f i s h e r ,  and S t i l l w a t e r .  The 

P u b l i c  Land S t r i p  [ to d a y  t h e  panhand le )  was a t t a c h e d  a s  a 

s e v e n t h  c o u n ty .  L e g i s l a t i v e  power was v e s t e d  in  an a p p o i n t 

ed g o v e rn o r  and a two house  e l e c t e d  l e g i s l a t u r e .  A f t e r  t h e  

g o v e rno r  commissioned a c e n s u s  and a p p o r t i o n e d  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  

t h e  newly e l e c t e d  l e g i s l a t o r s  would draw up a l e g a l  code and 

l o c a t e  th e  t e r r i t o r i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  A s ide  from t h e  g o v e r 

n o r ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  would a l s o  a p p o i n t  a t e r r i t o r i a l  s e c r e 

t a r y ,  t h e  j u d i c i a r y ,  an a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  and a  m a r s h a l .  

Each would s e r v e  f o r  f o u r  y e a r s .  As hom es teads  were no t  

t a x e d  u n t i l  c l a i m s  were p roven  ( u s u a l l y  f i v e  y e a r s ) ,  Con

g r e s s  would a p p r o p r i a t e  g e n e r a l  e x p e n s e s  f o r  t h e  t e r r i t o r y .  

In  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o n ly  r a i l r o a d s  and p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  were 

t a x e d . *2

Ameri c a n Nonconformi s t  ( W in f i e ld ) ,  4 5 18 A p r i l  1889;
Norman T r a n s c r i p t ,  13 J u l y  1889 and P u r c e l l  T e r r i t o r i a l  
T o p ic ,  29 August 1889.
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Most d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  Oklahoma p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  t e r 

r i t o r i a l  p e r i o d  em phas ized  t h e  pr imacy o f  f a c t i o n a l i s m  ove r  

an i n t e r e s t  in  i d e o l o g y  o r  i s s u e s .  Such f a c t i o n a l i s m  was 

endemic  to  a l l  w e s t e r n  t e r r i t o r i e s  i n  t h e i r  e a r l y  y e a r s .  

L o c a l  c o n c e r n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  p la ce m e n t  o f  t o w n s i t e s ,  

t e r r i t o r i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and r a i l r o a d s ,  overshadowed o t h e r  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  Men o f  t h e  same p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  f r e q u e n t l y  

were s t r a n g e r s  t o  one a n o t h e r .  O n t i l  r e c o g n i z a b l e  s o c i a l  

and p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  dev e lo p ed  t h e  sy s te m  was d i s o r 

g a n i z e d .  As mos t s e t t l e r s  were c o n ce rn e d  p r i m a r i l y  w i th  t h e  

mundane c h o r e s  o f  b u i l d i n g  a house  o r  s t a r t i n g  a fa rm th o s e  

w i th  t a n g i b l e  i n t e r e s t s  t o  promote  n o r m a l ly  emerged a s  t h e  

e a r l i e s t  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i s t s .  Town b o o s t e r s ,  new spaper  e d i 

t o r s ,  l a w y e r s  and o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  men, whose c a r e e r s  d e 

pended upon t h e  growth  o f  t h e i r  co m m u n i t ie s ,  to o k  t h e  l e a d .  

F r o n t i e r  b u s in e s s m e n ,  a n x i o u s  t o  speed  l o c a l  d e v e lo p m en t ,  

a l s o  became p ro m i n e n t .  Each r e a l i z e d  t h a t  c o n t r o l  o f  go

vernment  would bes tow economic  p r i v i l e g e s .  Only w i th  t im e ,  

however ,  would e n d u r in g  c o m b i n a t i o n s  emerge,  and s t a b l e  p o l 

i t i c a l  a l i g n m e n t s  d o m i n a t e . *3

While  e a r l y  Oklahoma p o l i t i c s  was p r i m a r i l y  f a c t i o n a l ,  

t h e r e  were two c a v e a t s .  F i r s t ,  b e ca u se  t h e  l a n d  was opened 

t o  w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t  l a t e r ,  t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  p a r t y

12 S t e w a r t ,  The Government o f  Oklahoma, pp.  4 9 -59 .

13 Kenneth N. Owen, "The P a t t e r n  and S t r u c t u r e  o f  Western  
T e r r i t o r i a l  P o l i t i c s , "  W este rn  H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y ,  1, 
n o .  4 [O c to b e r ,  1970) ;  37 7 -8 1 .
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c o i n c i d e d  i n  t i m e  w i th  t h e  e a r l i e s t  y e a r s  o f  Oklahoma 

t e r r i t o r i a l  p o l i t i c s .  T h i s  l e n t  a  more i d e o l o g i c a l  o r i e n t a 

t i o n  t o  t e r r i t o r i a l  p o l i t i c s  a s  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  grew. Sec

ond ,  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  g e o g r a p h i c  l o c a t i o n  t h e  b a l a n c e  between 

n o r t h e r n e r s  and  s o u t h e r n e r s  was c l o s e r  i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r 

r i t o r y  t h a n  i n  most o f  t h e  w e s t .  The l a n d  ru n  method o f  

s e t t l e m e n t  p l a c e d  n o r t h e r n e r s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  

commitments ,  p r i m a r i l y  n o r t h  o f  t h e  C anad ian  R i v e r . S o u t h 

e r n e r s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  D e m o cra t i c  p a r t y  p r o c l i v i t i e s ,  on t h e  

o t h e r  h an d ,  s e t t l e d  l a r g e l y  s o u t h  o f  t h e  C a n a d ia n .  E v e n tu 

a l l y ,  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  r e g i o n s  would be known a s  ” Jayhaw ker  

C o u n t ry "  and  " L i t t l e  D i x i e . "  The p r e s e n c e  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  

s e c t i o n a l  m i n o r i t i e s  i n  each  o f  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ' s  

c o u n t i e s ,  how ever ,  t e n d e d  t o  t r a n s f o r m  c o n f l i c t i n g  v iews  

a b o u t  e d u c a t i o n ,  m a t e r i a l i s m ,  r a c e  and a hundred  o t h e r  c u l 

t u r a l  v a l u e s  i n t o  p a r t y  commitment .  While  i n t e r n a l  s q u a b 

b l e s  would p l a g u e  b o t h  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  and  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  

i n  t h e  189 0 s ,  t h o s e  who c o o p e r a t e d  w i th  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  p a r t y  

r i s k e d  b e in g  l a b e l e d  s e c t i o n a l  t r a i t o r s .  L e s s  t h a n  a g e n e r 

a t i o n  a f t e r  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  such  a t a g  c o u ld  d e v a s t a t e  a 

p o l i t i c i a n ' s  c a r e e r .

B e l i e v i n g  t h a t  p a r t i s a n  p o l i t i c s  m igh t  impede t h e  l a r g 

e s s e  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o ve rnm en t ,  e a r l y  b o o s t e r  e l e m e n t s  d i s 

c o u r a g e d  t h e  d ra w in g  o f  p a r t y  l i n e s  i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o 

r y .  R e p u b l i c a n  e d i t o r s  from t h e  s o u t h  Kansas  home o f  t h e

Oklahomans commonly r e f e r  t o  t h e  North  C anad ian  R i v e r ,  
which f l o w s  t h r o u g h  Oklahoma C i t y ,  a s  t h e  C anad ian  R i v e r .
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P e o p l e ' s  movement a l s o  a t t e m p t e d  t o  t h w a r t  p a r t i s a n  d e v e l o p 

ment.  They hoped t o  d i v e r t  an g ry  f a r m e r s  from t r a n s f o r m i n g  

l o c a l  A l l i a n c e s  i n t o  t h i r d  p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  Frank  

G r e e r ,  who e d i t e d  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ' s  most p ro m in en t  R e p u b l i c a n  

p a p e r ,  t h e  G u t h r i e  Ok l a homa S t a t e  Cap i t a l . b e l i e v e d  " i t  

would be a good id e a  f o r  Oklahoma n o t  t o  b r i n g  t o o  much p o l 

i t i c s  i n t o  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e . "  His  o l d e r  

b r o t h e r ,  Ed G r e e r ,  e d i t e d  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  H i n f i e l d  (Kansas) 

Cou r i e r .  Whi le  R e p u b l i c a n s  and Democra ts  might work arm i n  

arm t o  promote  community d e v e lo p m e n t ,  p a r t i s a n  f e e l i n g s  i n  

t h e  G i lded  Age were f a r  t o o  s t r o n g  t o  be  s i d e t r a c k e d  f o r  

l o n g . *5

P o l i t i c s  c o n s t i t u t e d  one  o f  t h e  a v e r a g e  A m e r i c a n ' s  f a v o r 

i t e  p a s t i m e s  in  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Men p r i d e d  

t h e m s e l v e s  on p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  g r e a t  d e m o c r a t i c  e x p e r i 

ment t h a t  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  most advanced  n a t i o n s  of  Europe 

c o u l d  on ly  dream a b o u t . * *  P o l i t i c s  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  a r e g u l a r  

s o u r c e  o f  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  f e a t u r i n g  some o f  t h e  e r a ' s  most 

p o p u l a r  h e r o e s  and v i l l a i n s .  Between 1856 and 1896 no r a c e  

f o r  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  p o l l e d  l e s s  t h a n  70% o f  t h e  e l i g i b l e  v o t 

e r s .  A lthough  t h e  C i v i l  War was a  q u a r t e r  c e n t u r y  i n  t h e  

p a s t ,  and R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  had ended  t h i r t e e n  y e a r s  b e f o r e ,  

i s s u e s  o f  r a c e  and t h e  p r o p e r  r o l e  o f  t h e  governm ent  were

*5 S t i l l w a t e r  O klahoma S t a n d a r d . 14 Sep tem ber  1889 and Guth
r i e  Weekly Oklahoma S t a t e  C a p i t a l ,  12 June  1890.

** I n  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  Europe o n l y  F ran c e  had u n i v e r 
s a l  manhood s u f f r a g e .  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  a d o p t e d  i t  i n  1918.
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s t i l l  f a r  from s e t t l e d  i n  1890- The i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  

p r o c e s s  had r a i s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  r o l e  i n  a d e 

m o c r a t i c  s o c i e t y  t o  an  even  h i g h e r  l e v e l  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e 

t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .

As t h e  p a r t y  o f  u n io n  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War, t h e  i n h e r i t o r  

o f  t h e  H am i l ton -C lay  economic  t r a d i t i o n  and t h e  r e p o s i t o r y  

o f  w h i t e  Anglo -Saxon P r o t e s t a n t  c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s ,  t h e  Repub

l i c a n  p a r t y  i d e n t i f i e d  i t s e l f  a s  t h e  p u rv ey o r  o f  n a t i o n a l i s m  

and m o r a l i t y  i n  t h e  G i ld ed  Age. While t h e  p e r i o d  from 1876 

t o  1896 was a c t u a l l y  one  o f  p a r t y  e q u i l i b r i u m .  R e p u b l i c a n s  

seemed t o  be i n  c o n t r o l  most o f  t h e  t i m e .  T h e i r  n a t i o n a l  

o r i e n t a t i o n  cau sed  t h e  GOP t o  d e v e lo p  f a r  more l e a d e r s  o f  

n a t i o n a l  s t a n d i n g  th an  t h e i r  o p p o n e n t s .  I n  t h e  G i lded  Age 

t h e  R ep u b l ica n  p a r t y  was t h e  p a r t y  o f  " b ig  g o v e rn m e n t . "  The 

H am i l to n -C lay  t r a d i t i o n  o f  government  i n t e r v e n t i o n  t o  p r o 

mote economic deve lopm en t  d e f i n e d  t h e  p a r t y ' s  program i n  

t h i s  e r a .  As n o r t h e r n e r s  t i r e d  o f  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e

1870s ,  GOP l e a d e r s  embraced t h e  p r o t e c t i v e  t a r i f f  a s  th e  

p a r t y ' s  p r e m ie r  i s s u e .  Spokesmen s u c c e s s f u l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  i t  

with  p a t r i o t i s m  and p r o s p e r i t y .  They c la im ed  t h e  t a r i f f  

would s e v e r  t h e  bonds o f  E n g l i s h  economic d o m in a t io n  and 

h e l p  b in d  t h e  v a r i o u s  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  O n i ted  S t a t e s  i n t o  a 

f u l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  n a t i o n a l  economy. A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  i n 

t e r n a l  improvements  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  Ham il ton  and Clay 

a l s o  formed a p ro m in en t  p a r t  o f  t h e  R ep u b l i c a n  program f o r  

n a t i o n a l  economic  deve lo p m en t  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u 

ry .
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I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i t s  economic  program th e  p a r t y  c o u ld  a l s o  

use  i t s  " b i g  governm ent"  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o  promote  p i e t i s t i c  

c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s .  P a r t y  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  however ,  g e n e r a l l y  

u n d e r s to o d  t h e  p e r i l s  o f  m ora l  a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m  i n  a c u l t u r 

a l l y  h e t e r o g e n e o u s  n a t i o n  and  r a r e l y  went beyond p a y in g  l i p  

s e r v i c e  to  t h e  s l o g a n s  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  and b l u e  l a w s .  To 

f a c e  t h e  p rob lem s  a r i s i n g  from i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  t h e  GOP 

promoted m o d e ra te  d o s e s  o f  r a i l r o a d  r e g u l a t i o n ,  c i v i l  s e r 

v i c e  and c u r r e n c y  r e f o r m .  The t a r i f f ,  however ,  rem a ined  t h e  

p a r t y ' s  most e f f e c t i v e ,  and most u n i f y i n g ,  i s s u e  i n  t h e  

G i ld e d  Age.*?

While  t h e  GOP was t h e  p a r t y  o f  n a t i o n a l i s m  and WASP c u l 

t u r e  i n  G i ld e d  Age A merica ,  t h e  D em ocra t ic  p a r t y  f i r m l y  com

m i t t e d  i t s e l f  t o  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n ,  l i m i t e d  government  and 

r a c i s m .  More o f  a l o o s e  c o a l i t i o n  of  o u tg r o u p s  t h a n  a na

t i o n a l  p a r t y .  D em ocra ts  f a i l e d  t o  d e v e lo p  n a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s  

o r  p o l i c i e s  in  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  T h e i r s  was p r i 

m a r i l y  a p a r t y  o f  n e g a t i v i s m . * *  As i n h e r i t o r s  o f  t h e  J e f f e r -  

s o n - J a c k s o n  t r a d i t i o n  o f  s m a l l  government  and a n t i p a t h y  t o 

ward p r i v i l e g e .  D em ocra ts  a p p e a l e d  most t o  t h o s e  i l l  a t  

e a s e  w i th  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  n a t i o n a l  d e v e lo p m en t .  R ep u b l i ca n

*? Lewis L. Gould,  "The R e p u b l i c a n  S e a r c h  f o r  a N a t i o n a l  Ma
j o r i t y , "  i n  H. Wayne Morgan ( e d . |  ,  T t e  G i ld e d  Age [Syra 
c u s e :  S y r ac u s e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 70) ,  pp. 171-89 and
R ic h a rd  J e n s e n ,  The Winning o f  t h e  Midwest  (Chicago:  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h icag o  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  pp .  120-21 .

*6 The o n ly  m a jo r  o u t g r o u p  n o t  t o  a s s o c i a t e  w i th  t h e  Democ
r a t i c  p a r t y  was b l a c k s .  They were t h e  o u tg ro u p  o f  an 
even l a r g e r  o u t g r o u p ,  s o u t h e r n e r s ,  and t h e r e f o r e ,  f e l l  
i n t o  t h e  GOP camp t h r o u g h  d e f a u l t .
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p o l i c i e s  seemed t o  s u b v e r t  t h e  immutab le  l a v s  o f  n a t u r e ,  o r  

impede t h e  r i g h t  t o  c u l t u r a l  h e t e r o g e n i e t y .  In  c o n t r a s t  t o  

t h e  R ep u b l ican  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  o r i e n t a t i o n .  Democrats  f o c u s e d  

upon t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  o r  a t  b e s t  t h e  e t h n i c / s e c t i o n a l  g ro u p .  

I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n  o r i e n t e d  t h i r d  p a r t i e s  o f  

t h e  e r a ,  however .  Democra ts  p r o p o s e d  o n ly  n e g a t i o n  t o  t h e  

e n c r o a c h m e n ts  o f  t h e  e x p an d in g  i n d u s t r i a l  c u l t u r e .  More 

t h a n  many Democrats  l i k e d  t o  b e l i e v e ,  t h e y  a c t u a l l y  b e t r a y e d  

much o f  t h e i r  J e f f e r s o n i a n  p a s t  i n  a c c e p t i n g  l a r g e  p o r t i o n s  

o f  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  p a n a c e a s  o f  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  and 

S o c i a l  Darw in ism .**

I n  t h e i r  common o p p o s i t i o n  t o  R e p u b l i c a n  p r o - b u s i n e s s  po

l i c i e s ,  Democrats  and t h i r d  p a r t y  a d v o c a t e s  f r e q u e n t l y  found  

an a f f i n i t y  f o r  one a n o t h e r .  L a t e r  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y  Democrat

i c  e x p o s u r e  to  t h i r d  p a r t y  i d e a s  would be r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  

p r o g r e s s i v i s m  o f  su ch  men a s  W il l iam  J e n n i n g s  B ryan ,  James 

S tephen  Hogg and Ben T i l l m a n .  By and l a r g e ,  however .  Democ

r a t s  and t h i r d  p a r t y  s u p p o r t e r s  s t o o d  t o g e t h e r  o n ly  i n  t h e i r  

o p p o s i t i o n  t o  a common f o e .  Once engaged  i n  f u s i o n .  Democ

r a t i c  f o o t d r a g i n g  on p o s i t i v e  r e f o r m s  i n e v i t a b l y  l e d  t o  i n 

t r a - t h i r d  p a r t y  r e c r i m i n a t i o n s  o v e r  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i th  t h e  

o l d e r  p a r t y .  w h i l e  t h e  te rm  "keep  i n  t h e  m i d d l e - o f - t h e -  

r o a d , "  meaning no f u s i o n  w i th  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  o l d  p a r t i e s ,  i s

** While Adam S m i t h ' s  Weal t h o f  N a t i o n s ,  t h e  B i b l e  o f  l a i s 
s e z  f a i r e  was p u b l i s h e d  i n  1776, i t  was w ide ly  q u o te d  i n  
America o n ly  a f t e r  1850. See Rowland B e r t h o f f ,  " P e a s a n t s  
and A r t i s a n s ,  P u r i t a n s  and R e p u b l i c a n s :  P e r s o n a l  L i b e r t y  
and Communal E q u a l i t y  i n  American H i s t o r y , "  J o u r n a l  o f  
Ame r i c a n  H i s t o r y 69,  no .  3 ^December,  1982):  587.
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most c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h e  P o p u l i s t  i n f i g h t i n g  of  t h e  

a i d  and  l a t e - 1 8 9 0 s ,  t h e  t e rm  a c t u a l l y  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  r e c r i 

m i n a t i o n s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  Onion Labor  p a r t y  i n  

1888, and  may even b e  o l d e r  t h a n  t h a t . 2 0

G i l d e d  Age A m ericans  b e l i e v e d  p o l i t i c s  was i m p o r t a n t .  

S e v e n ty  t o  e i g h t y  p e r c e n t  v o t e r  t u r n o u t  was common b e f o r e  

1896- L a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  A m ericans  a l s o  p e r c e i v e d  a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween p a r t i e s .  T i c k e t  s p l i t t i n g  i n  

t h i s  p e r i o d  was r a r e .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  weaning Democrats  

and R e p u b l i c a n s  away from t h e i r  o l d  p a r t y  l o y a l t i e s  was n o t  

e a sy  f o r  t h i r d  p a r t y  o r g a n i z e r s .  As a h a l f  way s t a t i o n  to  

e a s e  t h e  t raum a  o f  b r e a k i n g  w i th  t h e i r  fo r m e r  a l l e g i a n c e ,  

and a s  a means o f  p o l i t i c a l l y  " e d u c a t i n g "  o l d  p a r t y  v o t e r s  

i n  an  o u tw a r d ly  n o n p a r t i s a n  s e t t i n g ,  t h i r d  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  

found  t h e  F a r m e r ' s  A l l i a n c e  an i n g e n i o u s  v e h i c l e  f o r  mobi

l i z i n g  s u p p o r t  b e h i n d  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y .

B e g in n in g  i n  t h e  F a l l  o f  1889 George G a r d e n h i r e ,  t h e  Al

l i a n c e  o r g a n i z e r  f o r  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ,  t r a v e l e d  a c r o s s  

t h e  new l a n d  p r e a c h i n g  t h e  g o s p e l  o f  economic  and p o l i t i c a l  

c o o p e r a t i o n  t o  f a r m e r s .  By A p r i l ,  1890,  t h e  F a r m e r ' s  A l l i 

ance  would c l a i m  100 l o c a l s  i n  Oklahoma. A l l i a n c e  o r g a n i z 

e r s  met w i th  g r e a t e s t  s u c c e s s  w h e rev e r  fo r m e r  Kansans were 

numerous .  Some m i g r a n t s  had p r o b a b l y  j o i n e d  t h e  new o r d e r  

b e f o r e  l o c a t i n g  in  t h e  new t e r r i t o r y . ® *

2 0  Ameri c a n  Non c o n fo r m i s t  [ W i n f i e l d ) ,  21 March 1889.

2 1  P u r c e l l  Te r r i t o r i a l  Top i c , 3 A p r i l  1890.
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C o n ta c t  w i th  Kansas  was a p r im e  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

d ev e lo p m en t  of t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .  George G a rd e n h i r e  

c o n s t a n t l y  t r a v e l l e d  back  and f o r t h  be tween h i s  new home and 

" t h e  s t a t e "  i n  h i s  o f f i c i a l  c a p a c i t y  a s  an A l l i a n c e  o f f i 

c i a l .  Most n e w s p a p e r s ,  w h a tev e r  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a 

t i o n ,  r e c e i v e d  t h e  b u lk  o f  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  and r e g i o n a l  news 

from K ansas  s o u r c e s . 2 2  To p r o v i d e  a b r i e f  summary o f  t e r r i 

t o r i a l  news many p a p e r s  s im p ly  r e p r i n t e d  t h e  W ich i ta  E a g l e ' s  

Oklahoma column. P a t e n t  i n s i d e s ,  which gave  n a t i o n a l  news 

and p a r t y  p ro p a g a n d a ,  n o r m a l l y  were p r i n t e d  i n  . Kansas  and 

t h e n  m a i l e d  to  e d i t o r s  i n  Oklahoma. The American N onconfo r

m is t  and I n d u s t r i a l  F r e e  P r e s s , b o th  o f  W i n f i e l d ,  K ansas ,  

p r o v id e d  s u c h  s e r v i c e s  f o r  A l l i a n c e ,  and  l a t e r  f o r  P e o p l e ' s  

p a r t y  o r g a n s  i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .

I t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  e x a c t l y  what p r o p o r t i o n s  o f  

economic  and  p o l i t i c a l  a p p e a l  G a r d e n h i r e  and h i s  s u b o r d i 

n a t e s  u sed  in  o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  f o r  t h e  

F a r m e r ' s  A l l i a n c e . 2 3  Almost c e r t a i n l y  t h e y  m i r r o r e d  t h e  e f 

f o r t s  o f  K ansas  o r g a n i z e r s .  Even where s o u t h e r n e r s  p redom i

n a t e d  Oklahomans r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  A l l i a n c e  news from K an sas ,

2 2  For t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n s  o f  new spapers  i n  t h i s  e r a  
o f  h i g h l y  p a r t i s a n  j o u r n a l i s m  s e e  N. W. Ayer,  American 
Newsp a p e r  Annual [ P h i l a d e l p h i a :  N. W. Ayer & C o . ,
Ï 8 8 Ô -p r e s e n t ) .

23 The Oklahoma P r e s s  A s s o c i a t i o n  founded  t h e  Oklahoma H is 
t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  i n  1893- A f t e r  t h i s  d a t e  newspaper  
s o u r c e s  f o r  Oklahoma a r e  e x c e l l e n t .  Most n ew sp ap e r s  pub
l i s h e d  b e f o r e  1893, how ever ,  a r e  m i s s i n g .  As t h e  H i s t o r 
i c a l  S o c i e t y  d i d  n o t  s e e k  o u t  m a n u sc r ip t  c o l l e c t i o n s  b e 
f o r e  1 9 2 0 , l i t t l e  m a n u s c r i p t  m a t e r i a l  p e r t a i n i n g  to  
Popu l i sm  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t h e r e .
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no t  Texas .  The e a r l i e s t  newspaper  t o  s e r v e  A l l iancem en  in  

t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  Oklahoma, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  was t h e  P u r 

c e l l  Ter r i t o r i a l  Topi c .  A c t u a l l y  l o c a t e d  a c r o s s  t h e  South 

C anadian  R iv e r  i n  t h e  Chickasaw N a t io n ,  t h e  Ton ic  began pu

b l i c a t i o n  i n  A ugust ,  1889, and became t h e  o f f i c i a l  A l l i a n c e  

p a p e r  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  i n  flay, 1890* I n  March, 1890, 

t h e  T o p ic  began c a r r y i n g  t h e  A l l i a n c e  column o f  t h e  W in f ie ld  

I n dus t r i a l  F r e e  P r e s s .  C e r t a i n l y ,  news f o r  t h o s e  m i g r a t i n g  

t o  n o r t h e r n  Oklahoma from Kansas  came from a s i m i l a r  s o u r c e .

I n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  o r g a n i z e  f a r m e r s ,  A l l i an cem en  p r o 

c l a i m e d  "Combinat ion  i s  t r u l y  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  

a g e . "  T r u s t s ,  p o o l s ,  r i n g s  and o t h e r  u n n a t u r a l  amalgama

t i o n s  s u b v e r t e d  t h e  n a t u r a l  laws  o f  commerce,  and t h u s  r o b 

bed t h e  l a b o r e r  o f  h i s  due .  To g a i n  t h e i r  f a v o r e d  p o s i t i o n ,  

t h e  r i c h  and p o w e r f u l  e n t h r o n e d  th e m s e lv e s  b e h in d  a ne tw ork  

o f  v i c i o u s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h i s ,  A l l i a n c e  l e a d e r s  s t a t e d ,  

f o r c e d  t h e  masses  t o  combine i n  s e l f - d e f e n c e .  Although 

drawing c l a s s  l i n e s  was d i s t a s t e f u l ,  men w i th  s i m i l a r  i n t e r 

e s t s  t o  p r o t e c t ,  must j o i n  h a n d s  t o  ward o f f  t h e  a v a r i c e  o f  

e x p l o i t e r s .  C o o p e r a t i o n  among p r o d u c e r s ,  t h e y  c l a i m e d ,  was 

o n ly  " b u s i n e s s  upon C h r i s t i a n  p r i n c i p l e s . "2*

Fundamenta l  t o  t h e  A l l i a n c e  a p p e a l  was t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  

t h e  r i c h  and p o w e r fu l  had n o t  a t t a i n e d  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  l e g i 

t i m a t e l y .  A g r a r i a n s  f o r e v e r  c o n s i d e r e d  immense f o r t u n e s  s u 

s p e c t .  No one man c o u ld  a cc u m u la te  so much t h r o u g h  h i s  own

24 Ame r i c a n  Nonconformi s t  ( W i n f i e l d ) ,  11 A p r i l  1889 and P u r 
c e l l  i i r r i t o r i a ï ’ T o i i c ,  9 J u l y  1891.
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l a b o r -  M a n i p u l a t i o n  o r  t a k i n g  a d v a n t a g e  o f  a n o t h e r ' s  mis 

f o r t u n e s  mus t  have come i n t o  p l a y -  I t  was n o t  t h e  envy o f  

t h e  p o o r ,  b u t  t h e  i n j u s t i c e s  o f  th e  r i c h  t h a t  c a u s e d  such  

c a t a c l y s m s  a s  t h e  F r e n c h  R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h i r d  p a r t y  a g i t a t o r s  

p r o c l a i m e d - 25 A l l i a n c e  o r g a n i z e r s  p o r t r a y e d  t h e  c o n c e n t r a 

t i o n  o f  w e a l t h  t h e y  saw b e f o r e  them i n  a p o c a l y p t i c  t e r m s :  

"Whatever  p a u p e r i z e s  a p e o p l e  t h e r e b y  d e g r a d e s  them,  and 

lo w e r s  them i n  t h e  s c a l e  o f  h u m a n i t y . " 2 6  i h e  g re e d  o f  t h e  

"Robber Kings"  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  an u n d e r c l a s s  o f  t h e  p o v e r t y -  

s t r i c k e n  t h a t  was " c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  germs o f  o u r  r e p u b l i c a n  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  and c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  l aw s  o f  God." God had 

c r e a t e d  a l l  men e g u a l ,  o n ly  man c o u ld  im p o v e r i s h  m a n . 2 ?

Because c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  w e a l th  c r e a t e d  c l a s s e s .  A l l i a n c e  

l e a d e r s  a d v i s e d  t h e i r  f o l l o w e r s  t o  "do  more v o t i n g  f o r  t h e  

r i g h t  men and l e s s  p e t i t i o n i n g  t o  t h e  wrong m e n - " 2 a Lawyers ,  

b a n k e r s  and m i l l i o n a i r e s  c o u ld  be t r u s t e d  t o  l e g i s l a t e  o n ly  

i n  t h e i r  own i n t e r e s t s .  They no l o n g e r  p r o p e r l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  

t h e  p r o d u c e r s .  F a rm e rs  s h o u ld  r e p l a c e  s u ch  men w i th  t h e i r  

own k i n d .  Only p r o d u c e r s  c o u l d  be t r u s t e d  t o  work i n  t h e  

i n t e r e s t s  o f  p r o d u c e r s -  Even t h e  e r a ' s  p a t r i o t  s t a t e s m e n  

seemed t o  " b e l i e v e  i n  t h a t  r i d i c u l o u s  and u t t e r l y  a b s u r d  

d o c t r i n e  t h a t  made some t o  be  poor  and some t o  be r i c h .

25 P u r c e l l  T e r r i t o r i a l  T o p i c , 7 August 1890.

2 6  I b i d . ,  1 7  J u l y  1890-

27 I b i d . ,  7 August 1890- 

2 6  I b i d . ,  5 June  1890-
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t h e r e b y  j u s t i f y i n g  t h e  r o b b e r y  o f  t h e  p e o p le  by t h e  money 

k i n g s . " * ’  B a t h e r  t h a n  f o c u s  o n ly  upon t h e  symptoms o f  t h e i r  

d i s t r e s s .  A l l i a n c e  l e a d e r s  c h a l l e n g e d  p r o d u c e r s  t o  go t o  th e  

h e a r t  o f  t h e i r  p r o b le m s ,  and o v e r th r o w  t h e i r  r u l e r s .  T h is  

p a t t e r n  of  a n t i - e l i t i s m  i s  common t o  a l l  s o - c a l l e d  " p o p u l i s -  

t i c "  men o r  movements.

Why do t h e  money k i n g s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p o l i t i c i a n s  and p a r 

t i s a n  p r e s s  a t t a c k  t h e  A l l i a n c e ,  o r g a n i z e r s  a s k e d ?  Because  

t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  program o f  t h e  F a r m e r ' s  A l l i a n c e  exposed  

such  men a s  t r a i t o r s ,  A l l i a n c em e n  r e p l i e d .  The f a c t  t h a t  

A l l i a n c e  o p e r a t i v e s  drew such  l a r g e  numbers o f  f a r m e r s  i n t o  

t h e i r  o r d e r  t h r o u g h  p o r t r a y i n g  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a s  one  between 

" u s "  and " t h e m , "  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  a g r a r i a n s  coming unde r  

t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  F a r m e r ' s  A l l i a n c e  were b e g i n n i n g  to  

t h i n k  o f  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  a c o n s c i o u s  c l a s s .  P l a i n s  f a r m e r s  

b e l i e v e d  t h e y  c o n s t i t u t e d  a g roup  under  a t t a c k  from e l e m e n t s  

which were t h e i r  n a t u r a l  e n e m i e s .* o

A l l i a n c e  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i th  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  i n  

Kansas and Oklahoma gave Democra ts  much c a u s e  f o r  j u b i l a t i o n  

in  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t e r r i t o r i a l  g o ve rnm en t .  They hoped a 

pe rm anen t  r e a l i g n m e n t  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e i r  p a r t y  m ig h t  be pos

s i b l e .  A c co rd in g  t o  t h e  D em ocra t ic  Oklahoma C i t y  Evening  

G a z e t t e  t h e  A l l i a n c e  seemed t o  "am algam ate  w i th  Democracy" 

q u i t e  n a t u r a l l y  i n  South  C a r o l i n a .  A l l i a n c e  r e s o l u t i o n s

2 ’  I b i d . ,  7 August 1890.

*0 I b i d . ,  26 J u n e  1890.
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c a l l i n g  f o r  t a x  r e d u c t i o n  and open m a rk e t s  seemed t o  be 

drawn d i r e c t l y  f rom D em o cra t ic  p l a t f o r m s . I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  

A l l i a n c e  l e a d e r  H. C. Rando lph ,  who i n f l u e n c e d  A l l ia n c em e n  

i n  C l e v e l a n d  and Oklahoma C o u n t i e s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  

Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ,  acknowledged  t h a t  f a r m e r s  must s e e k  r e 

l i e f  t h r o u g h  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  b u t  p r o c l a i m e d  t h e  o r d e r  s t r i c t l y  

n o n p a r t i s a n .  As i n  o t h e r  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s ,  Randolph a d v i s e d  

p u sh in g  t h e  dominant  p a r t y  t o  no m in a te  A l l i a n c e  r e p r e s e n t a 

t i v e s  f o r  o f f i c e .  S e v e r a l  f a c t o r s  h e lp e d  t o  r e t a r d  t h e  

g rowth  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  among s o u t h e r n - b o r n  Oklahomans 

i n  1890. The most i m p o r t a n t  were  hopes  o f  r e f o r m i n g  t h e  De

m o c r a t i c  p a r t y ,  f e a r  o f  b r e a k i n g  w i th  t h e  w h i t e  m a n ' s  p a r t y  

w h i l e  t h e  Lodge F o rce  B i l l  was b e f o r e  C o n g re s s  i n  1890, and 

t h e  l a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  t h e  F a r m e r ' s  A l l i a n c e  i n  s o u t h e r n  

Oklahoma.32

R e p u b l i c a n s  had been t h e  p r im a ry  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  A l l i 

a n c e ' s  move i n t o  p a r t i s a n  p o l i t i c s  i n  K ansas ,  and GOP 

spokesmen a d v i s e d  f a r m e r s  " t o  form an a l l i a n c e  w i th  one of  

t h e  two g r e a t  p a r t i e s . "  C la im in g  t h a t  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  

had framed and p a s se d  e v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e f o r m  measure  t o  

become law i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  F rank  G re e r  con

t e n d ed  the  GOP was t h e  f a r m e r ' s  l o g i c a l  c h o i c e  i n  s e e k i n g  

l e g i s l a t i v e  r e l i e f . 33 The f a c t  t h a t  f a r m e r s  c o n s i d e r e d  much

31 Oklahoma C i t y  E v e n ing G a z e t t e ,  19 November 1890.

32 Farm ers  founded t h e  A l l i a n c e  l o c a l  i n  C le v e l a n d  County 30 
May 189 0.  H. C. Randolph o r g a n i z e d  t h e  m e e t in g .  P u r 
c e l l  Ter r i t o r i a l  Top i c , 5 Ju n e  189 0.
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o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y ' s  v a u n te d  re fo rm  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n t i t h 

e t i c a l  t o  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s ,  made G r e e r ' s  o v e r t u r e s  l e s s  th a n  

a p p e a l i n g .  F a r m e r ' s  " e d u c a t e d "  i n  t h e  A l l i a n c e  f e r m e n t  o f  

Kansas  and Oklahoma p r o c l a i m e d  b o th  m ajo r  p a r t i e s  i n  d i r e  

need o f  m ora l  r e j u v e n a t i o n .  S e p a r a t e d  from t h e i r  machine 

e l e m e n t s ,  A l l iancem en  c l a i m e d ,  bo th  would be p e o p l e ' s  p a r 

t i e s .  S i n c e  b o th  were  "owned body and s o u l  by c a p i t a l i s t s  

and c o r p o r a t i o n s , "  how ever ,  t h e y  c o u l d  be  e x p e c t e d  t o  a c t  i n  

c o n c e r t  to  b r e a k  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  movement. Fa rm ers  must work 

i n d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  b o th  o ld  p a r t i e s .  As t h e  p a r t y  o u t  o f  pow

e r ,  how ever .  Democrats  hoped A l l iancem en  would j o i n  t h e i r  

c a u s e  i n  1890 .3*

Accord ing  t o  p o p u l a r  l e g e n d  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  was t h e  

f i r s t  t o  o r g a n i z e  in  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .  T h i s  i s  t r u e  

on ly  i f  t h e  F a r m e r ' s  A l l i a n c e  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r 

t y  from i t s  i n c e p t i o n .  I n  a l i t e r a l  s e n s e ,  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  

p a r t y  was t h e  l a s t  t o  o r g a n i z e  i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .  

R e p u b l i c a n s  to o k  t h e  l e a d  i n  f o r m a l l y  o r g a n i z i n g  a p o l i t i c a l  

p a r t y  i n  t h e  new l a n d .  G u t h r i e  R e p u b l i c a n s  o r g a n iz e d  a l o 

c a l  GOP c l u b  i n  mid-November 1889. In  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  f o r 

mal t e r r i t o r i a l  governm ent ,  and t h u s  p a t r o n a g e  a p p o in tm e n t s .  

R e p u b l i c a n s  met i n  Oklahoma C i t y  on J a n u a r y  17, 1890, t o

form a t e r r i t o r i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Democra ts  f o l l o w e d  w i th  

t h e i r  own t e r r i t o r i a l  c o n v e n t i o n  a t  Oklahoma C i t y  on March

33 G u th r i e  *eekl% Oklahoma S t a t e  C a p i t a l ,  26 J u l y  1890.

3* P u r c e l l  Te r r i t o r i a l  Top i c , 27 March S 3 J u l y  1890 and Am
e r i c an NÔncônfôrmist l w i n f i e l d ) , 2 November 1890.
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11, 1890, A l l i a n c em e n ,  u n d e r  t h e  g u id a n c e  o f  George Garden-  

h i r e ,  o r g a n i z e d  t h e  f i r s t  t h i r d  p a r t y  l o c a l  a t  S t i l l w a t e r  on 

March 29 ,  1890, a f t e r  b o th  o f  t h e  o l d e r  p a r t i e s  had p e r f e c t 

ed t e r r i t o r i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  A l l i 

a n c e ,  K n ig h t s  o f  Labor  and Onion L abor  p a r t y  t h e n  met i n  Ok

lahoma C i t y  Ju n e  21 , 1890, t o  found  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l

o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y .  They s u b s e q u e n t l y  s e t  

August  13, 1890, a s  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  f i r s t  t e r 

r i t o r i a l  c o n v e n t i o n .  S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  a week a f t e r  t h e  t h i r d

p a r t y ' s  Ju n e  m e e t i n g .  Governor  George W. S t e e l e  p ro c la im e d  

August 5 ,  1890, a f u l l  week b e f o r e  t h e  p roposed  t h i r d  p a r 

t y ' s  c o n v e n t i o n ,  a s  e l e c t i o n  day f o r  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  l e g i s 

l a t u r e .  35

George R. S t e e l e  was born  December 13 ,  1839, n e a r  Con

n o r s  v i l l e ,  I n d i a n a .  A f t e r  g r a d u a t i n g  from Ohio W es ley ian  

U n i v e r s i t y ,  S t e e l e  s e r v e d  a s  a L t .  C o lo n e l  u n d e r  G e n e ra l  

W il l iam  T. Sherman d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War. I n  1865, he r e 

t u r n e d  t o  I n d i a n a  t o  t a k e  up b a n k in g  and t h e  p r a c t i c e  of 

law. S t e e l e ' s  a p p o i n t m e n t  a s  G overno r  o f  Oklahoma came 

t h r o u g h  h i s  p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d s h i p  w i th  P r e s i d e n t  Benjamin  Har

r i s o n .  3»

35 G u t h r i e  Weekly Oklahoma S t a t e  c a p i t a l , 16 November 1890; 
P u r c e l l  T e r r i t o r i a l  T o p i c , 20 March S 21 November 1890; 
Bunky ( I r w i n  J e f f s ) ,  The Fi r s t  Ei g h t  Months, (Oklahoma 
C i t y :  H cHas ter  P r i n t i n g  C o . ,  1 8 9 0 ) ,  p .  83; S t i l l w a t e r  Ok
l a h oma St a n d a r d , 22 March & 5 A p r i l  1890; Am e r i can  Non
c o n f o r m i s t  T w i n f i e l d ) ,  10 A p r i l  1890; Norman T r a n s c r i p t , 
2 8 June Ï890  and Hennessey  Cl i p p e r ,  1 August  1890.

36 Thomas A r thur  H a z e l l ,  "George  Washington S t e e l e ,  
1 8 9 0 -9 1 , "  C h r o n i c l e s  o f  O k la homa 5 3 ,  no .  1 ( S p r i n g ,
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S t e e l e  p roved  t o  be  a h i g h l y  p a r t i s a n  R e p u b l i c a n  d u r i n g  

h i s  t e n u r e  i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .  To r e d u c e  m i n o r i t y  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  he  made e ac h  c o u n ty  an a t - l a r g e  e l e c t i o n  d i s 

t r i c t . s ?  At f i r s t  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  s l a t e s  d i d  n o t  r e a c h  i n t o  

t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e .  I t  l o o k e d  t o  t h i r d  p a r t y  a c t i v i s t s  a s  i f  

t h e  GOP p l a n n e d  t o  pack  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i th  u r b a n i t e s .  

S t e e l e ,  however ,  d i d  i n t e r v e n e  and f o r c e d  f e l l o w  R e p u b l i c a n s  

t o  i n c l u d e  some r u r a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  on GOP t i c k e t s .  S t i l l ,  

t h i r d  p a r t y  a d v o c a t e s  were n o t  amused. W i thou t  a t - l a r g e  

d i s t r i c t s  t h e y  would a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  c a r r y  some r u r a l  d i s 

t r i c t s  i n  K i n g f i s h e r  and Logan C o u n t i e s ,  where e x -K an sa n s  

were numerous .  As i t  s t o o d ,  t h e y  would c a r r y  o n ly  Payne 

County .  At one p o i n t  S t e e l e  even  a t t e m p t e d  t o  have  Payne 

annexed to  Logan C o u n t y . 3* In  a d d i t i o n ,  S t e e l e  d e n i e d  t h e  

t h i r d  p a r t y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  on e l e c t i o n  b o a r d s .  T h i rd  p a r t y  

l e a d e r s  b e l i e v e d  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  e a r l y  e l e c t i o n  d a t e  was de 

s ig n e d  t o  " s t e a l  a march on t h e  l a b o r  m ovem ent ."3» The Or

g a n i c  Act had c h a r g e d  S t e e l e  w i th  d i v i d i n g  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  

i n t o  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t s  a f t e r  t a k i n g  a c e n s u s .  T h i r d  p a r t y

1975) :  11 and G u t h r i e  Weekly Oklahoma S t a t e  C a p i t a l ,  21
may 189 0-

37 I n  a d d i t i o n  one R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  was e l e c t e d  by t h e  e n t i r e  
Oklahoma e l e c t o r a t e .

3B R o b e r t  E. Cunningham, S t i l l w a te r :  Where Oklahoma Began
( S t i l l w a t e r :  S t i l l w a t e r  A r t s  & H u m a n i t i e s  C o u n c i l ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  
p .  194; Hennessey  Cl i pp e r , 1 August 1890; Oklahoma C i ty  
Evening Gaze t t e ,  28 August 1890 and Geo. W. S t e e l e  t o  
Hon. Jo h n  i .  Noble ,  1 J u l y  1890, I n t e r i o r  D e p a r tm e n t ,  
T e r r i t o r i a l  P a p e r s ,  1889-1912.  ( M i c r o f i l m ) .

3* Amer i c a n Nonconformi s t  ( W i n f i e l d ) ,  14 August 1890.
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o r g a n i z e r s  were c a u g h t  u n p r e p a r e d  when S t e e l e ' s  e l e c t i o n  

p r o c l a m a t i o n  a p p e a r e d  o n l y  f o u r  weeks a f t e r  c e n s u s  enumera

t o r s  began t h e i r  s u r v e y .  The o f f i c i a l  t e r r i t o r i a l  newspaper  

o f  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  p a r t y ,  t h e  G u t h r i e  S t a t e  J o u r n a l , was fo u n d 

ed o n ly  i n  t h e  wake o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  e l e c t i o n  p ro c la m a 

t i o n .

C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e i r  l a c k  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  

f a r e d  q u i t e  w e l l  i n  O k la h o m a 's  f i r s t  t e r r i t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n .  

The P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  sw e p t  Payne C oun ty ,  e l e c t i n g  a C o u n c i l o r  

(S en a to r )  and t h r e e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  Not w is h in g  t o  g iv e  

t h e  GOP t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  win a p l u r a l i t y  v i c t o r y ,  l o c a l  

Democra ts  had d e c l i n e d  t o  f i e l d  a t i c k e t .  T h e i r  new spape r ,  

t h e  Payne  Hawk, warmly s u p p o r t e d  t h e  A l l i a n c e  t i c k e t . * *  The 

t h i r d  p a r t y  came in  s e c o n d  b e h in d  t h e  R ep u b l ica n  t i c k e t  i n  

Logan and K i n g f i s h e r  C o u n t i e s .  As t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  had nomi

n a t e d  i t s  t i c k e t  on ly  a week b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n  i n  King

f i s h e r  County t h e i r  showing  was r e m a r k a b l e . * 2  I n  C anad ian  

County t h e  t h r e e  p a r t i e s  r a n  s o  c l o s e  t h a t  names s c r a t c h e d  

from p a r t y  b a l l o t s  p roved  d e c i s i v e .  Each o f  t h e  t h r e e  p a r 

t i e s  e l e c t e d  a R e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  The two C o u n c i l  s e a t s ,  how

e v e r ,  went t o  t h e  D em o cra t s .* *  The P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  was n o t  on

* 0  Ameri c a n  Nonconfor m i s t  ( W i n f i e l d ) ,  14 August 1890; Norman 
Tr a n s c r i p t . 31 May 1890 and F r i s c o  Hera l d ,  17 J u l y  1890.

♦» G u t h r i e  Weekly Oklahoma S t a t e  Capi t a l ,  21 J u l y  6 13 Sep
t e m b e r  1890.

* 2  Hennessey  C l i p p e r . 1 August 1890.

* 3  One o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  s e a t s  was e l e c t e d  j o i n t l y  w i th  C le v e 
l a n d  C oun ty .  Mort B i x l e r  o f  C l e v e l a n d  County was t h e  De-
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t h e  t i c k e t  i n  Beaver  C o u n ty ,  and  p o l l e d  m i n i s c u l e  t o t a l s  i n  

C l e v e l a n d  and Oklahoma C o u n t i e s .  Although Democrats  and Re

p u b l i c a n s  made s e p a r a t e  n o m i n a t i o n s  i n  Oklahoma County ,  

c l e a v a g e s  e m a n a t in g  from t h e  K ick ap o o -S em in o le  t o v n s i t e  con

t r o v e r s y  o b l i t e r a t e d  p a r t y  l i n e s .  Kickapoo p a r t i s a n s  p r i n t 

ed a mixed t i c k e t  which c a r r i e d  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  Democrats  

e l e c t e d  two c o u n c i l o r s  and t h r e e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  and Repub

l i c a n s  e l e c t e d  one c o u n c i l o r  and two r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . **

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t e r r i t o r y - w i d e  r e t u r n s  f o r  t h e  August  5 

e l e c t i o n  d i d  n o t  s u r v i v e .  On August  2 3 ,  1890, how ever ,  Ok

lahomans  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  p o l l s  t o  r e p l a c e  an a t - l a r g e  Repre

s e n t a t i v e  who had d i e d .  R e t u r n s  from t h i s  e l e c t i o n  a r e  

a v a i l a b l e ,  and p r e s u m a b l y ,  r e s e m b le  t h e  f i r s t  p o l l . * *

T a b le  1 ,  which p r e s e n t s  P e a r s o n i a n  c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i 

c i e n t s  be tween p a r t i s a n  c h o i c e  and Oklahomans* p l a c e  o f

mo c r a t i c  nominee .  A. N. D a n i e l s ,  t h e  nominee o f  t h e  I n 
d u s t r i a l  Union [ P e o p l e ' s )  p a r t y  r e c e i v e d  t h e  v o te  o f  many 
n o n - t h i r d  p a r t y  e l e m e n t s  w i th  h i s  p rom ise  t o  g e t  t h e  l e g 
i s l a t u r e  t o  move t h e  C anad ian  County s e a t  from EL Reno t o  
F r i s c o .

** Norman T r a n s c r i p t . 9 August  1890; Oklahoma C i t y  E v e n ing 
G a z e t t e ,  6 August 1890; American N onconform is t  %WIn- 
f i e l d ) ,  14 August 1890 and Dan W. P e e r y ,  "The F i r s t  Two 
Y e a r s , "  P a r t  I I  C h r o n i c l e s  o f  Oklahoma. 7 ,  no .  4 [Decern- 
b e r ,  1929):  4 3 2 -3 3 .

** The p r im e  e x c e p t i o n  seems t o  b e  i n  C anad ian  County where 
R e p u b l i c a n s  who v o te d  f o r  A. N. D a n i e l s  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  
o r i g i n a l  a l l e g i a n c e .  R e p u b l i c a n s  r e c e i v e d  39.0%, Democ
r a t s  g o t  34.8% and t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  p o l l e d  26.2% o f  t h e  
c o u n ty  v o te  on  August 23.  The r e s u l t s  o f  Oklahom a 's  s e c 
ond t e r r i t o r y - w i d e  e l e c t i o n  r e v e a l s  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  t o  
be  a lm o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  a d e r i v a t i v e  o f  i t s  Kansas  o r i 
g i n s .
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TABLE 1

P l a c e  o f  B i r t h  o r  Race by P a r t i s a n  C h o ic e ,  1890*

Race o r  
P l a c e  o f  B i r t h

—

North

R e p u b l i c a n
P a r t y

34189

D em ocra t ic
P a r t y

- .8 9 3 7 0

People* s  
P a r t y

.8 2 6 2 9

N o r t h e a s t .76865 - .8 4 8 5 5 ,50830

M idves t  

-----------------

.23144 - .8 5 9 7 3 .85551

White South - . 6 8 3 1 2 .79042 - .4 9 3 9 4

White  Border  S t a t e s - . 7 6 1 7 1 ,68535 - .3 2 2 9 0

White Lover  South - . 5 7 0 1 8 ,87221 - .  65928

B la c k s 79231 - . 2 4 7 9 7 - .2 0 4 6 2

European .44550 - .0 2 7 6 4 - .2 4 5 0 1

b i r t h  t o r  r a c e ) ,  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  d re v  o v e r -

♦ Source :  G u t h r i e  Weekly Okl a h oma S t a t e  Ca p i t a l ,  6 Septem
b e r  189 0 and R oark^s  5% sample  o f  t h e  c e n s u s .  See f o o t 
n o t e  104.
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w h e ln in g ly  from n o r t h e r n e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  b o rn  i n  t h e  

m i d w e s t . ** The P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  n i d w e s t e r -  

n e r s  ( . 8 5 5 5 1 ) ,  and n o r t h e r n e r s  i n  g e n e r a l  ( .82629)  i n  1890, 

a r e  t h e  o n ly  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h i r d  p a r t y  s e c t i o n a l  c o r r e l a t i o n s  

o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  e r a .  I n  l a t e r  y e a r s  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  would 

draw from a more s e c t i o n a l l y  d i v e r s e  e l e c t o r a t e .

The D em o cra t ic  and  f i e p u b l i c a n  p a r t i e s  a l s o  had a narrow 

a p p e a l  i n  1890. The D em ocra t ic  p a r t y  r e c e i v e d  i t s  s u p p o r t  

a lm o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  from w h i te  s o u t h e r n e r s .  A l though  t h e y  

f r e q u e n t l y  c a r r i e d  s u ch  n o r t h e r n  s t a t e s  a s  I n d i a n a  and New 

York i n  t h e  G i ld e d  Age, few n o r t h e r n  Democrats  made t h e  t r e k  

t o  Oklahoma. While  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n - n o r t h e r n - b o r a  c o r r e l a t i o n  

f o r  1890 i s  q u i t e  weak, t h e  GDP's a p p e a l  was n o t  b r o a d l y  

based  e i t h e r .  R e p u b l i c a n  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  w h i te  s o u t h e r -

♦6 P e a r s o n i a n  p roduc t -m om ent  c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t s  mea
s u r e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween two v a r i a b l e s  on a r a n g e  
from -1 .0 0 0 0 0  t o  +1 .00000 .  C o r r e l a t i o n s  c l o s e  t o  +1 .0000 
s i g n i f y  t h e  two v a r i a b l e s  a r e  p o s i t i v e l y  c o r r e l a t e d .  I f  
t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  i s  n e a r  z e r o  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  c o r r e l a t i o n  
between t h e  two v a r i a b l e s .  And, i f  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  i s  
n e a r  -1 .0 0 0 0 0  t h e  v a r i a b l e s  a r e  n e g a t i v e l y ,  o r  i n v e r s e l y ,  
c o r r e l a t e d .  Geographer  M ichae l  Roark p r o v id e d  t h e  a u t h o r  
w i th  d a t a  on O klahom an 's  p l a c e  o f  b i r t h  from a 5% sample  
o f  t h e  1900 c e n s u s  m a n u s c r i p t s  o r i g i n a l l y  com pi led  f o r  
h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n ;  "Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y :  F r o n t i e r  Develop
m en t ,  M i g r a t i o n  and C u l t u r e  A r e a s , "  PhD. ,  S y r a c u s e  Univ
e r s i t y ,  1979. Dr.  Roark i s  A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  o f  Geog
ra p h y  a t  S o u t h e a s t e r n  M is s o u r i  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  a t  Cape 
G i r a r d e a u .  For  t h i s  s t u d y  t h e  New England  s t a t e s  and New 
York make up t h e  n o r t h e a s t ;  New J e r s e y ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  
Ohio ,  I n d i a n a ,  I l l i n o i s ,  M ich igan ,  W isco n s in ,  M in n es o ta ,  
N or th  D ako ta ,  Sou th  D a k o ta ,  Iowa,  Nebraska  and Kansas  
c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  midw es t ;  Delaware ,  M ary land ,  West V i r g i 
n i a ,  K en tucky ,  T e n n e s s e e ,  M i s s o u r i ,  A rkansas  and t h e  I n 
d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  b o r d e r  s t a t e s ;  and V i r g i 
n i a ,  North  C a r o l i n a ,  Sou th  C a r o l i n a ,  F l o r i d a ,  G e o r g i a ,  
Alabama, M i s s i s s i p p i ,  L o u i s i a n a  and Texas  make up th e  
lo w e r  s o u t h .  Oklahomans born  i n  t h e  American w e s t ,  Cana-
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n e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  born  i n  t h e  b o r d e r  s t a t e s ,  a r e  s t r o n g 

l y  n e g a t i v e .  The GOP d r e v  some from m i d w e s t e r n e r s ,  more 

s t r o n g l y  t h a n  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  from t h o s e  b o rn  i n  t h e  n o r 

t h e a s t ,  and o v e rw h e lm in g ly  from b l a c k s .  Most E u r o p e a n - b o r n  

Oklahomans came t o  t h e  new t e r r i t o r y  v ia  t h e  n o r t h ,  and a l s o  

f a v o r e d  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y .  E u r o p e a n s  who s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  

"D n a s s ig n e d  Lands” s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ,  howev

e r ,  were a p e c u l i a r l y  u rb a n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  which a l s o  h e l p s  ex

p l a i n  t h e i r  GOP s y m p a t h i e s .

As s u g g e s t e d  i n  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  p r o t e s t  o v e r  G overnor  

S t e e l e ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  h o l d  a t - l a r g e  e l e c t i o n s  w i t h i n  each  

c o u n t y ,  t h e r e  was a s t r o n g  r u r a l - u r b a n  c l e a v a g e  between 

t h i r d  p a r t y  v o t e r s  and s u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  two o l d e r  p a r t i e s .  

S i n c e  e v e r y  c o u n t y  i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  had an u rban  

a r e a  t h i s  d ichotomy i s  d i s g u i s e d  when u s i n g  c o u n ty  l e v e l  

d a t a .  With t o w n s h ip  [ p r e c i n c t )  l e v e l  d a t a ,  how ever ,  t h e  

r u r a l - u r b a n  c l e a v a g e  becomes c l e a r .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  no p r e 

c i n c t  r e t u r n s  f o r  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  e l e c t i o n s  c o u ld  

be l o c a t e d .  Township l e v e l  v o t e s  f o r  t h e  November d e l e g a t e  

e l e c t i o n  from C l e v e l a n d ,  Logan and K i n g f i s h e r  C o u n t i e s ,  how

e v e r ,  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  The November r e t u r n s  a p p e a r  s i m i l a r  t o  

t h e  August r e t u r n s ,  w i th  one  e x c e p t i o n .  The P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  

v o t e  i n  C a n a d ia n ,  Logan and Payne C o u n t i e s  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y

da  and o t h e r  w e s t e r n  h e m is p h e r e  n a t i o n s  were combined in  
a c a t a g o r y  l a b e l e d  " o t h e r s , "  which  made up o n ly  0.4% o f  
t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  Caddo,  Comanche and Kiowa C o u n t i e s ,  
which were  opened t o  w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t  a f t e r  t h e  1900 Cen
s u s ,  have  b e en  e x c lu d e d  from t h i s  s t u d y .
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r e d u c e d .  While  v o t e r  f a t i g u e  i n  t h i s ,  t h e  t h i r d  g e n e r a l  

e l e c t i o n  i n  t h r e e  months  may a c c o u n t  f o r  some o f  t h e  d e 

c r e a s e ,  t h e  most l i k e l y  f a c t o r  was t h e  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  

t h i r d  p a r t y  s u p p o r t e r s  w i t h  t h e i r  l e g i s l a t i v e  d e l e g a t i o n .  

The d e l e g a t e  r e t u r n s  a r e  s i m i l a r  enough to  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  

p o l l s  t o  make some g e n e r a l  a s s e s s m e n t s . * ?

T a b le  2 r e v e a l s  D em ocra ts  and R e p u b l i c a n s  b o th  c o r r e l a t e d  

p o s i t i v e l y  w i th  u rb an  r e s i d e n c e  i n  K i n g f i s h e r  and Logan 

C o u n t i e s .  The P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  on t h e  o t h e r  hand r e c e i v e d  t h e  

b u lk  o f  t h e i r  v o t e  from r u r a l  s o u r c e s .  The t h i r d  p a r t y  p o l l  

i n  C l e v e l a n d  County was m i n i s c u l e .  Those  v o t i n g  t h e  t h i r d  

p a r t y  t i c k e t  i n  C le v e l a n d  C o u n ty ,  however ,  were  l a r g e l y  from 

t h e  m idwest .  The P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  v o t e  c o r r e l a t e s  w i th  mid- 

w e s t e r n e r s  i n  C l e v e l a n d ,  K i n g f i s h e r  and Logan C o u n t i e s  a t  a t  

. 4 3 4 9 3 ,  .66828  and . 3 9 9 1 7 ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  P e c u l a r l y ,  b o r d e r  

s t a t e  n a t i v e s  a l s o  c o r r e l a t e  p o s i t i v e l y  w i th  P o p u l i sm  i n  Lo

gan County J . 4 7 0 1 0 ) .  T h e s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  were m o s t ly  M i s s o u r i -  

born  Oklahomans who had s e t t l e d  i n  K ansas  b e f o r e  m i g r a t i n g  

t o  t h e  new 

l a n d . * *

*7 I n  C a n a d ia n ,  K i n g f i s h e r ,  Logan and  Payne C o u n t i e s ,  com
b in e d  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  d r o p o u t s  a c c o u n t  f o r  87.0% of  t h e  
r e d u c ed  p o l l .  I n  C l e v l e a n d  Coun ty  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  v o t e  
i n c r e a s e d  from 6.0% t o  11.9% o f  t h e  t o t a l ,  and i n  Oklaho
ma County t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  p o l l  r o s e  from 7.7% t o  11.4%.

♦« O th e r  b o r d e r  s t a t e  g ro u p s  p r i m a r i l y  m i g r a t e d  t h r o u g h  Tex
a s  o r  t h e  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  t o  Oklahoma. See R o a rk ,  "Ok
lahoma T e r r i t o r y , "  p.  213 ,
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Although  economic c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  

were r e p u t e d l y  c o n d u c iv e  t o  t h e  g rowth  o f  P o p u l i sm ,  f a r m e r s  

m i g r a t i n g  t o  Oklahoma from Kansas  made up t h e  overwhelming 

m a j o r i t y  o f  t h i r d  p a r t y  a d v o c a t e s  in  1890- Economic c o n d i 

t i o n s  only c au sed  v o t e r s  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e i r  p l i g h t .  This  

would open t h e i r  minds t o  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  a p p e a l .  Time t o  

i n d o c t r i n a t e  and o r g a n i z e  was n e c e s s a r y ,  however ,  b e f o r e  

non-K ansans  c o u ld  be  drawn i n t o  t h e  p a r t y .  R e p u b l i c a n s  

p ic k ed  up a more u rban  b a l l o t  among n o r t h e r n e r s ,  p l u s  b l a c k s  

and E u r o p e a n -b o rn  Oklahomans.  D em ocra ts ,  l i k e w i s e ,  p ic k ed  

up an u rb an  v o t e  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y .

♦ So u rce :  G u t h r i e  We e kl y  Oklahoma S t a t e  C a p i t a l , 8 November 
1890; Hennessey  C l i p p e r , 14 November 189Ô and Norman 
T r a n s c r i p t , 8 November 1890.
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where Populism f l o u r i s h e d  i n  1890. I n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s e c t i o n s  

o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  where Popu l i sm  was i n  i t s  i n f a n c y .  Democ

r a t s  p o l l e d  w e l l  among b o th  r u r a l  and  u rban  w h i t e  s o u t h e r 

n e r s .  **

*** For t h i s  s t u d y  u rb an  a r e a s  a r e  d e f i n e d  a s  t h o s e  e n t i t i e s  
c i t e d  a s  c i t i e s "  and " towns"  i n  t h e  1900 c e n s u s .



C h a p t e r  I I I  

THE FIRST LEGISLATURE, 1890

At two o ' c l o c k ,  S ed n esd ay ,  August  27 ,  1890, t h e  f i r s t

l e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  convened  i n  t h e  McKen- 

non Opera House i n  G u t h r i e .  The 1890 a s s e m b ly  was c e r t a i n l y  

t h e  most e x c i t i n g ,  and p r o b a b l y  t h e  most o u t r a g e o u s ,  l e g i s 

l a t u r e  t o  s i t  d u r i n g  t e r r i t o r i a l  d a y s .  For em ploy ing  a l l  o f  

t h e  f i n e  and c o n f u s i n g  p o i n t s  o f  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  s t r a t e g y  and 

d i l a t o r y  a c t i o n s  t h e  f i r s t  l e g i s l a t u r e  was u n e x c e l l e d . * The 

q u a l i t y  of r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  r a n  t h e  f u l l  s p e c t r u m  o f  p o s s i b i l 

i t i e s .  Some men were s e a s o n e d  l e g i s l a t o r s .  O t h e r s ,  n o v i c 

e s ,  b u t  e a r n e s t  i n  t h e i r  e n d e a v o u r s .  The s u g g e s t i o n  o f  one 

e d i t o r  t h a t  "a  v a s t  ho rde  o f  p o l i t i c a l  f i e n d s  who have  been 

ru n  t h r o u g h  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  f a n n i n g  m i l l s  o f  o t h e r  s t a t e s ,  

dumped w i th  t h e  c h a f f  and by a d v e r s e  winds s e t t l e d  q u i t e  

p r o m i s c u o u s l y  o v e r  Oklahoma,"  how ever ,  a l s o  h e l d  much c r e 

dence .  2

» H. H. M er ten ,  "Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ' s  F i r s t  L e g i s l a t u r e , "  
S t u r m 's  Oklahoma Magaz i n e .  5 ,  no .  5 ( J a n u a r y ,  1908) :  37.

2  K i n g f i s h e r  Hew Horl d  i n  t h e  P u r c e l l  Ter r i t o r i a l  Top ic ,  30 
J a n u a r y  189Ô.

-  74 -
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N o m in a l ly ,  R e p u b l i c a n s  h e l d  a m a j o r i t y  i n  b o th  h o u s e s  of  

t h e  1890 l e g i s l a t u r e .  The C o u n c i l  c o n s i s t e d  o f  s i x  R e p u b l i 

c a n s ,  f i v e  D em ocra ts ,  a P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  and an 

I n d e p e n d e n t ,  who g e n e r a l l y  v o t e d  w i th  t h e  GOP. I n  t h e  House 

t h e r e  were f o u r t e e n  R e p u b l i c a n s ,  e i g h t  Democra ts  and f o u r  

t h i r d  p a r t y i t e s .  L o c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  however ,  s p l i t  t h e  

GOP from t h e  ve ry  b e g i n n i n g .  B e f o r e  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  ad 

jo u r n e d  on C h r i s tm a s  Eve,  t h e  s e s s i o n  d e v e lo p e d  a v a r i e t y  of  

co m b in e s ,  some r e p u t e d l y  h e l d  t o g e t h e r  o n ly  t h r o u g h  t h e  

c o h e s i v e  g u a l i t i e s  o f  h a rd  c a s h .  Mobs even s o u g h t  vengeance  

upon c e r t a i n  u n p o p u la r  s o l o n s .  c o n s p i r a c y  t h e o r i e s  p r o l i 

f e r a t e d  w i t h o u t  end. At one p o i n t ,  a l e g i s l a t o r  even  drew 

h i s  r e v o l v e r  t o  o b t a i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  from t h e  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  

House. By t h e  end o f  t h e  s e s s i o n ,  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  o f  Repre 

s e n t a t i v e  Samuel C l a r k ,  o f  Payne C oun ty ,  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a 

t u r e  d e s e r v e d  a s p a n k in g  met w i th  g e n e r a l  a c c l a i m . 3

Two p r im a r y  t a s k s  f a c e d  l e g i s l a t o r s  i n  A ugus t ,  1890: 

d r a f t i n g  a l e g a l  code and p l a c i n g  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  i n s t i t u 

t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  pe rm an en t  c a p i t a l .  P l a c e m e n t  o f  t h e  

c a p i t a l  q u i c k l y  emerged a s  t h e  prime c o n c e r n  o f  t h e  assem

b l y ,  The G u th r ie -O k lahom a  C i t y  r i v a l r y  which emerged i n  

1889 was a g g r a v a t e d  when C o n g re s s  d e s i g n a t e d  G u t h r i e  a s  t h e  

s i t e  f o r  c o n v en in g  t h e  f i r s t  l e g i s l a t u r e .  L o ca ted  t h i r t y -  

one m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  Oklahoma C i t y ,  i n  Logan C o u n ty ,  G u th r i e  

was o v e rw h e lm in g ly  R e p u b l i c a n .  N o r t h e r n e r s ,  b l a c k s  and Eu

3 G u t h r i e  Weekly O klahoma S t a t e  Ca p i t a l , 1 November 1890.
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r o p e a n - b o r n  Oklahomans c o n s t i t u t e d  more t h a n  80% o f  i t s  

p o p u l a t i o n .  Logan County had t h e  l a r g e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of  

b l a c k s  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y . *  I t  was t h e  o n l y  c o u n ty  i n  t h e  t e r 

r i t o r y  t o  r e t u r n  a GOP m a j o r i t y  i n  each  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  

e l e c t i o n s . ®  Although  n o r t h e r n e r s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a modest  p l u r 

a l i t y  i n  Oklahoma C i t y ,  i t s  b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n  was h a l f  t h a t  

o f  G u t h r i e .  Democrats  [ F u s i o n i s t s  i n  1896) c a r r i e d  Oklahoma 

County f i v e  o f  e i g h t  t i m e s  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  e l e c t i o n s .  

Both c i t i e s  were on t h e  S a n ta  Fe l i n e  and c l a i m e d  a p o p u la 

t i o n  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  10 ,000 i n  1890.®

A lthough  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  c o n t i n g e n t  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  

s m a l l e s t  p a r t y  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  G uth r ie -O klahom a  C i ty  

r i v a l r y  o f f e r e d  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x e r c i s e  

f a r  more i n f l u e n c e  t h a n  t h e  s i z e  of  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  w a r r a n t 

ed .  As G overnor  S t e e l e ' s  a t - l a r g e  d i s t r i c t s  had c au se d  t h e  

P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  t o  be g r o s s l y  u n d e r - r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  l e g i s 

l a t u r e ,  t h i r d  p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r s  found  a c e r t a i n  p o e t i c  j u s 

t i c e  i n  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n . ^  George  Gar d e n h i r e ,  t h e  A l l i a n c e

* The p o p u l a t i o n  o f  G u t h r i e  was 39.1% n o r t h e r n ,  30.4% b l a c k ,  
10.9% European and 19.6% s o u t h e r n .  Logan County was 50.4% 
n o r t h e r n ,  20.1% b l a c k ,  7.3% European and 22.2% s o u t h e r n .

5 Logan County r e t u r n e d  R e p u b l i c a n  m a j o r i t i e s  even i n  t h e  
t h r e e - w a y  r a c e s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  1890s.

® The p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Oklahoma C i t y  was 45.3% n o r t h e r n ,  16.8% 
b l a c k ,  8.4% European  and 29.8% s o u t h e r n .  The R ep u b l ican  
p a r t y  c a r r i e d  Oklahoma County i n  1894, when t h e  Democratic  
p a r t y  c o l l a p s e d ,  and i n  1898 and 19 00, when P o p u l i s t  v o t 
e r s  became d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i th  f u s i o n .

y The p e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  p o l l e d  22.2% o f  t h e  v o t e  i n  t h e  l e g i s 
l a t i v e  r a c e ,  b u t  h e l d  o n ly  12.8% of  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e a t s .
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o r g a n i z e r  f o r  Oklahoma, t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  t h e  p i v o t a l  f i g u r e  

i n  forming  t h e  c o a l i t i o n  which would c o n t r o l  t h e  l e g i s l a 

t u r e .  He was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  C o u n c i l  from Payne Coun ty ,  and 

a r r i v e d  in  G u t h r i e  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  b e f o r e  t h e  a s se m b ly  was 

s c h e d u le d  t o  meet .  R e p u b l i c a n  l e g i s l a t o r s  from Logan and 

K i n g f i s h e r  C o u n t i e s  had a l r e a d y  formed a c o a l i t i o n  commit ted  

t o  k e ep in g  t h e  c a p i t a l  i n  G u t h r i e  and f a rm in g  o u t  t h e  r e 

main ing p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  o t h e r  c o u n t i e s .  As Payne was 

t h e  o n ly  c o u n ty  i n  t h e  " U n as s ig n ed  Lands" d i s t r i c t  n o t  t o  

have r a i l  s e r v i c e  i n  1890, t h e  L o g a n - K i n g f i s h e r  combine ex

c lu d e d  i t  from t h e i r  p l a n s .

Dpon h i s  a r r i v a l ,  George  G a rd e n h i r e  c a l l e d  upon R e p u b l i 

can l e a d e r s  and demanded r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  h i s  c o n s t i t u e n c y  i n  

t h e  form o f  l o c a t i n g  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l l e g e  i n  Payne Coun

t y .  I f  n o t  a p p e a s e d ,  t h e  A l l i a n c e  l e a d e r  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  d e a l  

w i th  t h e  D em ocra ts .  As Payne was l o c a t e d  n o r t h e a s t  o f  Logan 

County ,  G u t h r i e  would be f a r  more c o n v e n i e n t  t o  G a r d e n h i r e * s  

c o n s t i t u e n t s  t h a n  Oklahoma C i t y .  GOP l e a d e r s  c o u n ted  on po

p u l a r  o p i n i o n  i n  Payne County t o  keep G a r d e n h i r e  and company 

i n  l i n e ,  and c a l l e d  t h e  A l l i a n c e  l e a d e r *  s  b l u f f . *  D em ocra ts ,  

on t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  were most a n x i o u s  t o  t r e a t  w i th  t h e  Peo

ple* s  p a r t y .  They conceded  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l l e g e ,  o r g a n 

i z a t i o n  of  b o th  houses  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and some p a t r o n a g e  

i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  c o n t i n g e n t . *

« G a rd e n h i r e  l a t e r  c h a rg ed  t h a t  G u t h r i e  i n t e r e s t s  o f f e r e d  
him a $2,000 b r i b e  f o r  h i s  s e r v i c e s ,  s e e  t h e  Norman Tr a n 
s c r i p t ,  20 Sep tember  1890.
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Even w i th  t h e  f u s i o n  o f  Democrats  and  t h i r d  p a r t y  l e g i s 

l a t o r s ,  Oklahoma C i t y  f o r c e s  s t i l l  c o n s t i t u t e d  a m i n o r i t y  i n  

both  h o u s e s .  To c o n t r o l  t h e  a ssem bly  Oklahoma C o u n t y ' s  two 

R ep u b l ica n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  and one R e p u b l i c a n  c o u n c i l o r  a l s o  

had t o  be won o v e r  t o  t h e  combine .  When t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

c o nvened ,  t h e  C o u n c i l  e l e c t e d  G a r d e n h i r e  t e m p o ra ry  p r e s i d e n t  

and e l e v a t e d  R e p u b l i c a n  J o s e p h  P o s t  t o  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  s p e a k 

e r ' s  p o s i t i o n .  Both h o u s e s  th e n  im m e d ia t e ly  a d j o u r n e d .  

That e v e n in g  t h e  Oklahoma County  d e l e g a t i o n  t r a v e l l e d  t o  Ok

lahoma C i t y  t o  c o n f e r  w i th  l o c a l  R e p u b l i c a n s .  Oklahoma 

C o u n t y ' s  R e p u b l i c a n  l e g i s l a t o r s  r e t u r n e d  t o  G u t h r i e  t h e  n e x t  

day w i th  o r d e r s  t o  v o t e  w i th  t h e  D em ocra ts ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  t o  

o b t a i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  f o r  Oklahoma C i t y .  To s e c u r e  t h e  v o t e  of 

C o u n c i l o r  James  L. Brown, who h a i l e d  from Edmond, l o c a t e d  i n  

Oklahoma County  h a l f - w a y  between G u t h r i e  and Oklahma C i t y ,  

D emocrats  p rom ised  h i s  town t h e  normal  s c h o o l . * *

Two d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  a ssem bly  f i r s t  convened l e g i s l a t o r s

p e r m a n e n t l y  o r g a n i z e d  b o th  h o u s e s .  The names o f  George

G a rd e n h i r e  and W i l l iam  A. McCartney were p l a c e d  i n  nomina

t i o n  f o r  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l .  McCartney, a  n a t i v e  o f

* Marion T u t t l e  Rock, I l l u s t r a t e d  His  t o r  y o f  Oklahoma {Tope
ka: 0 .  B. Ha m i I t  on &"sôn, Ï8 9 0 7 ,  p .  220 and P e e r y ,  "The 
F i r s t  Two Y e a r s , "  {P a r t  I I ) ,  p .  451.  As R e p u b l i c a n s  had
hoped p r o t e s t s  d id  em ana te  from Payne C oun ty ,  b u t  t o  no 
a v a i l .  See t h e  Horman T r a n s c r i p t , 6 Sep tem ber  1890.

*® The Oklahoma Normal C o l l e g e  founded  by t h e  1890 l e g i s l a 
t u r e  i s  to d a y  known a s  C e n t r a l  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  P e e ry ,  
"The F i r s t  Two Y e a r s , "  {P a r t  I I ) :  4 5 2 -5 6 .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
J o n e s  was from Oklahoma C i t y  and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T r o s p e r  
r e s i d e d  on a c l a i m  a few m i l e s  s o u t h e a s t  o f  t h e  c i t y .
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P e n n s y l v a n i a  «ho had moved t o  Kansas  i n  1882, v a s  a la w y e r  

and e x p e r i e n c e d  p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n .  As McCartney was a fo rm er  

employee  o f  s o u t h  Kansas  p o l i t i c a l  b o s s .  B i l l  Hackney, t h e  

p e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  c o n t i n g e n t  c o u ld  r e j o i c e  doub ly  i n  Garden

h i r e  ' s  s e v e n  t o  s i x  v i c t o r y .  I n  t h e  House ,  t h e  names of  

A r t h u r  N. D a n i e l s ,  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  Onion ( P e o p l e ' s )  R epre 

s e n t a t i v e  from C an ad ian  Coun ty ,  and H i l l i a m  H. Mer ten  of  

G u t h r i e ,  w e r e  p u t  fo r w a r d  f o r  t h e  p o s t  o f  s p e a k e r .  D a n i e l s  

was b o r n  i n  G a l e s b e r g ,  I l l i n o i s  i n  1860. A g r a d u a t e  o f  Knox 

C o l l e g e ,  he  had r e a d  law and was a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  b a r  o f  I l 

l i n o i s  i n  1883. He s e r v e d  two t e r m s  i n  t h e  I l l i n o i s  l e g i s 

l a t u r e  b e f o r e  m i g r a t i n g  t o  M in n e s o ta ,  and t h e n  Oklahoma. 

M er ten ,  a  G u t h r i e  m erchan t  o f  P r u s s i a n  h e r i t a g e ,  was bo rn  i n  

De lew are  C o u n ty ,  Iowa,  i n  1845. A Union v e t e r a n ,  he s p e n t  a 

y e a r  i n  c o l l e g e  and s e r v e d  t w i c e  i n  t h e  Iowa l e g i s l a t u r e .  

D a n i e l s  won t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  c h a i r  w i th  a f o u r t e e n  t o  tw e lv e  

m a rg in .  A l though  b o th  G a r d e n h i r e  and D a n i e l s  p roved a d e 

q u a t e  i n  t h e i r  p o s t s ,  b o t h  acknowledged  t h e  b e t t e r  q u a l i f i 

c a t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  o p p o n e n t s  i n  t h e i r  a c c e p t a n c e  s p e e c h e s .  

Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  how ever ,  had n o t h i n g  t o  do w i th  t h e  i s 

s u e s .  1 1

James  L.  Brown o f  Edmond i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  b i l l  t h a t  would 

move t h e  c a p i t a l  t o  Oklahoma C i t y .  C o u n c i l  B i l l  no .  7 

b r e e z e d  t h r o u g h  co m m it tee  and p a s s e d  t h e  upper  chamber i n

Oklahoma C i t y  Da i l y  Okl a homan ,  6 F e b r u a r y  1921; Hennessey 
Ç l Î E E e ç ,  25 J u l y  Î89Ô” ând Rock, I l l u s t r a t e d  Oklahoma, pp.  
210 - 12.
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m id-Sep tem ber .  I t  t h e n  s a i l e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  House c o m m i t t e e .  

When i t  r e a c h e d  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  House ,  how ever ,  t r o u b l e  

s t r u c k .  B e p u b l i c a n s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  rammed th ro u g h  an  amend

ment d e l a y i n g  t h e  d a t e  f o r  moving th e  c a p i t a l  a week. A l t 

hough s e e m in g ly  i n n o c u o u s ,  t h i s  a c t i o n  r e q u i r e d  a new v o t e  

i n  t h e  C o u n c i l  on t h e  b i l l .  Democrat  H i l l i a m  A d a i r ,  o f  

C le v e l a n d  C oun ty ,  and t h i r d  p a r t y  s o l o n s  I r a  S. T e r r i l l  and 

Samuel C l a r k ,  o f  Payne C oun ty ,  d e s e r t e d  t h e  Oklahoma C i t y  

combine t o  v o t e  f o r  t h e  amendment- S u s p e c t i n g  a p l o t .  De

m o c ra t s  s o u g h t  o u t  C o u n c i l o r  C h a r l e s  Grimmer,  o f  Beaver  

County ( t h e  P a n h a n d l e ) ,  and p ro m ise d  to  b u i l d  a r a i l r o a d  

from Oklahoma C i t y  t o  Beaver  C i t y  i f  he would j o i n  t h e i r  

r a n k s .  When t h e  C o u n c i l  met t h e  n e x t  morn ing G a r d e n h i r e ,  a s  

e x p e c t e d ,  a l s o  d e s e r t e d  t h e  Oklahoma C i t y  r a n k s  and v o ted  

w i th  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s  t o  r e j e c t  t h e  new amendment, and t h u s  

k i l l  t h e  b i l l .  Grimmer,  however ,  made up t h e  d i f f e r e n c e ,  

and t h e  amendment p a s s e d .  I n  d e f e n d i n g  h i s  a c t i o n  T e r r i l l

c i t e d  both  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  Democrats  c o u l d  n o t  d e l i v e r  t h e  

p romised  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l l e g e  and t h e  s e n t i m e n t  among h i s  

c o n s t i t u e n t s  a g a i n s t  l o c a t i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l  i n  Oklahoma 

C i t y . 12

12 G u th r i e  Weekly O klahoma St a t e  C a p i t a l ,  4 O c to b e r  1890. 
As T e r r i l l  s u s p e c t e d  t h e  g o v e r n o r  v e to ed  t h e  Payne County 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  b i l l .  A l a t e r  b i l l  p l a c e d  t h e  c o l l e g e  i n  
S t i l l w a t e r .  Most a c c o u n t s  o f  A d a i r ' s  m o t iv e s  c e n t e r  upon 
t h e  l i b e r a l  u se  o f  money t o  change  h i s  mind. He l e f t  t h e  
t e r r i t o r y  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  s e s s i o n  ended .
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The e c s e n t c i c i t y  and som et im es  o u t r a g e o u s  b e h a v i o r  o f  Re

p r e s e n t a t i v e  T e r r i l l  a c c o u n te d  f o r  a good p a r t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  

l e g i s l a t u r e ' s  n o t o r i e t y  a s  a c i r c u s  s id e sh o w .  I r a  H. Te r 

r i l l  was b o rn  i n  C la rk  County ,  I l l i n o i s ,  i n  1843. He moved 

t o  K ansas  i n  1874 and  j o i n e d  t h e  Oklahoma Boomer movement in  

t h e  e a r l y  1880s .  T e r r i l l  accompanied  H i l l i a m  Couch on th e  

Boomers'  l a s t  r a i d  i n t o  Oklahoma i n  1883.13 He p r o f e s s e d  t o  

be a l a w y e r  and  c e r t a i n l y  c r e a t e d  g e n e r a l  a g g r a v a t i o n  w i th  

h i s  l i t i g i o u s  i n t e r r u p t i o n s  i n  t h e  House.  I t  was T e r r i l l  

who demanded r e c o g n i t i o n  from t h e  s p e a k e r  a t  g u n p o in t  i n  t h e  

most c o l o r f u l  e v e n t  of t h e  f i r s t  l e g i s l a t u r e . i *

When C o u n c i l  B i l l  no.  7 p a s s e d  t h e  C o u n c i l ,  a s  amended, 

T e r r i l l  moved t o  r e c o n s i d e r  t h e  measure  i n  t h e  House.  As 

with  t h e  o r i g i n a l  amendment,  t h e  n o t i o n  c a r r i e d ,  f i f t e e n  t o  

e l e v e n .  Dem ocra ts ,  how ever ,  c o n s i d e r e d  t h i s  i l l e g a l  s i n c e  

t h e  b i l l  had been  r e c o n s i d e r e d  e a r l i e r . i ^  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e

13 I .  N. T e r r i l l ,  "The Boomer 's  L a s t  R a i d , "  S t u r m ' s  Oklahoma
H a g a z i z i n e .  8 ,  no.  2 ( A p r i l ,  1909) : 3 9 -4 0 .

14 I n  f a i r n e s s  t o  h i s  p a r t y  i t  s h o u l d  be n o te d  t h a t  t h e  
Speaker  he drew t h e  r e v o l v e r  o n ,  and t h e  S a r g e n t - a t - a r m s  
who s u b s e g u a n t l y  c o n f i s c a t e d  t h e  f i r e a r m  and e j e c t e d  Ter
r i l l  from t h e  chamber b o th  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r 
t y .  T e r r i l l ' s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  f i r e a r m s  would l e a d  t o  
h i s  d o w n f a l l  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  ended .  He 
h o l d s  t h e  d u b io u s  honor  o f  b e in g  t h e  f i r s t  Oklahoman con
v i c t e d  o f  murder  u n d e r  t h e  c r i m i n a l  code which h e ,  him
s e l f ,  had p r o m i n e n t l y  s u p p o r t e d  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  Le
g a l  b a t t l e s  and a s e r i e s  o f  j a i l  b r e a k s  k e p t  him o u t  of
p r i s o n  u n t i l  1894. He was judged  i n s a n e  i n  1904 and p a r 
o l e d  in  1906. T e r r i l l  s p e n t  t h e  r e s t  o f  h i s  l i f e  camp
a i g n i n g  i n  f a v o r  o f  p r i s o n  r e f o r m .  So lo n g  a s  he r e 
mained a t  l a r g e  h i s  a c t i o n s  d id  l i t t l e  t o  h e l p  t h e  c au se  
o f  t h e  p a r t y  he r e p r e s e n t e d .  See H. H. M er ten ,  "Oklahoma 
T e r r i t o r y ' s  F i r s t  L e g i s l a t u r e , "  p .  37 .
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P e e r y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  e n r o l l e d  t h e  b i l l  and p r e s e n t e d  i t  t o  th e  

S p e a k e r  f o r  h i s  s i g n a t u r e .  D a n i e l s  s i g n e d  t h e  b i l l  and 

handed  i t  t o  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P e e r y ,  o f  Oklahoma C oun ty ,  t o  

t a k e  i t  t o  t h e  C o u n c i l  f o r  G a r d e n h i r e * s  s i g n a t u r e .  The 

C o u n c i l ,  how ever ,  had a d j o u r n e d .  The n e x t  morning D a n i e l s  

a sk e d  t h e  C o u n c i l  t o  r e t u r n  t h e  b i l l ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  he had 

s i g n e d  i t  un d e r  a m i s a p p r e h e n s i o n .  I n  t h e  e n d ,  t h e  Oklahoma 

C i t y  crowd c o n c lu d e d  a d e a l  w i th  t h e  K i n g f i s h e r  County  d e l e 

g a t i o n  t o  s e c u r e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  b i l l .  I f  t h e  g o v e r n o r  ve

to ed  t h e  b i l l .  Democrats  p rom ised  t o  s u p p o r t  a m easure  p l a c 

in g  t h e  c a p i t a l  in  K i n g f i s h e r .  I n  t h e  C o u n c i l ,  R e p u b l i c a n s  

s e c u r e d  G a r d e n h i r e ' s  s i g n a t u r e  w i th  t h r e a t s  o f  impeachment.  

A f t e r  a l l  o f  t h e  p l o t s ,  c o u n t e r - p l o t s  and m id n ig h t  c o n f e r 

e n c e s ,  Governor  S t e e l e  s u b s e q u e n t l y  v e t o e d  t h e  Oklahoma C i ty  

c a p i t a l  b i l l ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  he saw no c o m p e l l i n g  r e a s o n  to  

move t h e  c a p i t a l .  Democrats  f u l f i l l e d  t h e i r  p rom ise  t o  sup

p o r t  a K i n g f i s h e r  c a p i t a l  b i l l ,  b u t  t h e  g o v e r n o r  v e to ed  i t ,  

a s  w e l l .

With t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  James L. Mathews, t h i r d  p a r t y  r e 

p r e s e n t a t i v e s  had d e s e r t e d  t h e  Oklahoma C i t y  combine on th e  

c a p i t a l  i s s u e .  Rumors o f  b r i b e r y  n a t u r a l l y  em erged .  One

IS I n  o r d e r  t o  p r e v e n t  l a t e r  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  s p o n s o r s  o f  a 
b i l l  f r e q u e n t l y  c a l l e d  i t  up f o r  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  immedi
a t e l y  a f t e r  i t s  p a s s a g e  and t h e n  v o te d  n o t  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  
i t -  I n  t h i s  c a s e  C l a r k  and T e r r i l l  a t t e m p t e d  t o  g e t  an 
a d j o u r n m e n t ,  b u t  f a i l e d .  Legi s l a t i v e  J o u r n a l  (1890) :  
218-19 .

IS G u t h r i e  Weekly O k lahoma S t a t e Cap i t a l ,  18 O c to b e r  1890. 
Grimmer and Beaver  C oun ty ,  how ever ,  n e v e r  go t  t h e i r  prom
i s e d  r a i l r o a d .
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D em ocra t ic  p a p e r  even  l a b e l e d  t h e  C o u n c i l  p r e s i d e n t  "G uth -  

r i e - h i r e . "  G a r d e n h i r e ,  how ever ,  showed no s i g n s  o f  sudden  

w e a l t h ,  t h e n  o r  l a t e r .  The C o u n c i l  p r e s i d e n t ,  how ever ,  d id  

seem t o  have  d o u b t s  a b o u t  t h e  a b i l i t y ,  and p e r h a p s  t h e  com

m i tm en t ,  o f  Democra ts  t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l l e g e  t o  

Payne C oun ty .  a i t h o u t  R e p u b l i c a n  s u p p o r t ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r  

m igh t  s im p ly  v e t o  t h e  c o l l e g e  b i l l . * ?

I n  l a t e  September  C o u n c i l o r  C h a r l e s  Brown o f  G u t h r i e  o f 

f e r e d  a s u b s t i t u t e  t o  C o u n c i l  B i l l  n o .  7 l o c a t i n g  t h e  c a p i 

t a l  i n  G u t h r i e  and t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l l e g e  i n  S t i l l w a t e r .  

The e n t i r e  G u t h r i e  c o a l i t i o n  v o te d  f o r  i t .  G a r d e n h i r e ,  how

e v e r ,  r e m a in e d  l o y a l  i n  h i s  commitment t o  t h e  Oklahoma C i ty  

crowd a t  t h a t  t i m e .  House B i l l  no .  3 0 ,  which l o c a t e d  th e  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l l e g e  i n  S t i l l w a t e r  p a s s e d  t h e  House on a 

p a r t i s a n  v o t e  on Sep tem ber  24.  To i n s u r e  t h e  l o y a l t y  o f  t h e  

P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  on t h e  c a p i t a l  i s s u e ,  how ever ,  t h e  Oklahoma 

C i t y  c o n t i n g e n t  t h e n  r e f u s e d  t o  b r i n g  t h e  measure  up f o r  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  C o u n c i l .  h s  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  i n  Payne 

County f a v o r e d  G u t h r i e ,  G a r d e n h i r e ,  T e r r i l l  and C la r k  went 

o v e r  t o  t h e  G u t h r i e  combine .  Democra ts  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  t h i r d  

p a r t y  d e f e c t i o n  when T e r r i l l  and C la r k  v o te d  f o r  t h e  Repub

l i c a n  amendment t o  t h e  c a p i t a l  b i l l  i n  t h e  House.  B e f o re  

t h e  C o u n c i l  a c t e d  upon t h e  House amendment.  C o u n c i l o r  James 

Brown Of Oklahoma County q u i c k l y  b r o u g h t  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

c o l l e g e  b i l l  up f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  r e v i v e

Oklahoma C i t y  E v e n ing Gaz e t t e ,  2 O c to b e r  1890.
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t h e  s p l i n t e r i n g  D e o o c r a t i c - P e o p l e ’ s  c o a l i t i o n .  The b i l l  

p a s s e d  unan im ous ly  a s  t h e  G u t h r i e  p a r t i s a n s  f u l f i l l e d  t h e i r  

new commitment and t h e  Oklahoma C i t y  s u p p o r t e r s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  

r e t r i e v e  t h e i r  o ld  one .  G a r d e n h i r e ,  however,  v o t e d  w i th  h i s  

new a l l i e s  on t h e  c a p i t a l  b i l l . * *

G overnor  S t e e l e  l a t e r  v e to e d  b o th  C o u n c i l  B i l l  n o .  7 and 

House B i l l  n o .  30.  While he  c i t e d  p o l i t i c a l  r e a s o n s  i n  v e 

t o i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l  b i l l ,  he  m en t ioned  o n ly  t e c h n i c a l  p rob lem s  

w i th  t h e  c o l l e g e  b i l l .  He had e a r l i e r  in fo r m ed  t h e  l e g i s l a 

t u r e  t h a t  f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  on a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l l e g e s  ap 

p l i e d  t o  t e r r i t o r i e s .  The A s s i s t a n t  Commissioner o f  t h e  

Land O f f i c e  n o t i f i e d  him o t h e r w i s e .  As t h e  b i l l  had been 

p a s s e d  un d e r  f a l s e  p r e t e n s e s ,  he c o u l d  n o t  l e t  i t  become 

law.

James  L. Mathews l a t e r  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  which 

l o c a t e d  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l l e g e  i n  Payne County .  Oklahoma 

C i t y  p a r t i s a n s  d r a f t e d  an  open l e t t e r  g i v i n g  Mathews s o l e  

c r e d i t  f o r  o b t a i n i n g  t h e  c o l l e g e  f o r  S t i l l w a t e r .  S i x t e e n  o f  

t h e  s e v e n t e e n  members o f  t h e  Oklahoma C i t y  c o n t i n g e n t  s i g n e d  

i t .  D e m o cra t ic  s o u r c e s  c o n te n d e d  t h a t  t h e  g o v e rn o r  had v e 

toed  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i l l  b e c a u s e  o f  b e t r a y a l  o f  M athew s 's  

Payne County c o l l e a g u e s  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  w h i l e  t h e  Okla

homa C i t y  p a r t i s a n s  b a i l e d  o u t  t h e  o n ly  t h i r d  p a r t y i t e  t o  

r e m a in  l o y a l  t o  them. The g o v e r n o r ,  however,  was n o t  a v e r s e  

t o  s t a t i n g  p a r t i s a n  r e a s o n s  f o r  v e t o i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  a s  w i th

1 8  P e e r y ,  "The F i r s t  Two Y e a r s , "  ( P a r t  I I I ) :  103-07 .
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t h e  c a p i t a l  b i l l .  He s t a t e d  no  such  r e a s o n s  i n  h i s  v e t o  of 

t h e  c o l l e g e  b i l l .  Of t h e  s i x t e e n  Oklahoma C i t y  p a r t i s a n s  t o  

s i g n  t h e  open l e t t e r  f o r  Mathews on ly  s i x  a c t u a l l y  vo ted  f o r  

t h e  second a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l l e g e  b i l l  on f i n a l  p a s s a g e .* *  The 

f a c t  i s ,  G u t h r i e  s u p p o r t e r s  p ro v id e d  most o f  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  

v o t e s  i n  t h e  C o u n c i l  and Oklahoma C i t y  s u p p o r t e r s  d id  s o  i n  

t h e  House.  O th e r  t h a n  t h i r d  p a r t y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  no com

b in e  o r  p a r t y  v o te d  a s  a u n i t  t o  p l a c e  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l 

l e g e  i n  Payne County . 2 0

Oklahoma s o l o n s  a c c o m p l i s h e d  l i t t l e  o f  s u b s t a n c e  w h i l e  

t h e  c a p i t a l  c o n t r o v e r s e y  r a g e d .  At t h e  t im e  t h e  g o v e rn o r  

v e to ed  t h e  Oklahoma C i t y  c a p i t a l  b i l l  on ly  two o t h e r  mea

s u r e s  had p a sse d  h i s  d e s k .  The f i r s t  p rov ided  f o r  t h e  i n 

c a r c e r a t i o n  o f  f e l o n s  and t h e  second  f o r  b a d ly  needed a i d  t o  

t h e  d e s t i t u t e .

Governor  S t e e l e  had e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  f u l l y  o n e - t h i r d  o f  th e  

p o p u l a t i o n  away from t h e  l a r g e r  towns  was i n  d i r e  need  of  

a s s i s t a n c e  i n  August .  R e p u b l i c a n s  and t h i r d  p a r t y  l e g i s l a 

t o r s  s u p p l i e d  t h e  v o t e s  t o  p r o v i d e  r e l i e f .  As e x p o n e n t s  o f  

r e t r e n c h m e n t  and s e l f - r e l i a n c e .  Democrats  l a b e l e d  t h e  mea-

19 P e e r y ,  "The F i r s t  Two Y e a r s , "  [ P a r t  I I I ) :  122. Brown o f  
Oklahoma County was a c t u a l l y  t h e  s econd  b i l l ' s  most v o c a l  
o p p o n e n t .

2 0  Four  of  t h e  s i x  v o t e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  b i l l  i n  t h e  C o u n c i l  
came from members o f  t h e  Oklahoma Combine.  J o u r n a l  o f  
t h e  E iESt  S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Assmbly o f ~ t h i ~ Ô k l â -  
homa T e r r i t o r y  (1 8 90) ,  pp.  995, 1014-15. The o r i g i n a l
copy of t h e  open l e t t e r  t o  Mathews can be found i n  t h e  
R o b e r t  A. Lowery C o l l e c t i o n ,  Oklahoma S t a t e  D n i v e r s i t y .
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s u r e  " f e d e r a l  Aid t o  t h e  n i g g e r s , "  and a b s t a i n e d . 2 1

As Oklahoma c o n s t i t u t e d  a m eet ing  p l a c e  f o r  n o r t h e r n e r s  

and s o u t h e r n e r s ,  r a c e  emerged e a r l y  a s  a h o t  i s s u e .  Coun

c i l  B i l l  n o .  2 ,  which e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  sy s te m ,  

p ro v id e d  f o r  s e g r e g a t i o n .  I t  p a s s e d  t h e  upper  house  on a 

p a r t i s a n  v o t e ,  w i th  t h e  Oklahoma C i t y  combine ( f i v e  Democ

r a t s ,  R ep u b l i c a n  Brown o f  Oklahoma County  and e x - C o n f e d e r a t e  

G a rd en h i r e )  s u p p o r t i n g  i t .  T h ree  o f  t h e  f o u r  t h i r d  p a r t y  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  t h e  House ,  how ever ,  opposed  s e g r e g a 

t i o n . 2 2  E v e n t u a l l y ,  S p eak e r  D a n i e l s  cane  up w i t h  a com

p rom ise  a l l o w i n g  l o c a l  o p t i o n  on s e g r e g a t i o n .  Green I .  Cur-  

r i n ,  t h e  o n ly  b l a c k  t o  s i t  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  and a v o c a l  

e x p o n en t  o f  i n t e g r a t i o n ,  a c c e p t e d  th e  m easu re .  Both D a n i e l s  

and t h e  g o v e rn o r  b e l i e v e d  s e g r e g a t i o n  t o  be u n c o n s t i t u t i o n 

a l ,  b u t  were  f o r c e d  t o  s u p p o r t  l o c a l  o p t i o n  as  a means of 

g e t t i n g  a p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m . *2

A n o r t h - s o u t h  s p l i t  a l s o  emerged on a d o p t i n g  a l e g a l  

co d e .  N o r t h e r n e r s  g e n e r a l l y  f a v o r e d  t h e  Dakota  t e r r i t o r i a l  

s t a t u t e s .  S o u t h e r n e r s ,  however ,  f a v o r e d  t h e  A rk a n sa s  code .

2 1  Thomas J ,  Nemshon t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  16 
August 1890, T e r r i t o r i a l  P a p e r s ;  L e g i s l a t i v e  J o u r n a l  
(1890) ,  p .  62; G u t h r i e  Beek l y  O k lahoma S t a t e  C a p I t a I 7~6 
September  1890 and P u r c e l l  Te r r i t o r i a l  Topi c , 18 Septem
b e r  189 0.

2 2  Legi s l a t i v e  J o u r n a l  (1 8 9 0 ) ,  p.  105. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C la rk  
opposed " s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y  f o r  b l a c k s . "  P u r c e l l  T e r r i t o r i 
a l  T o p ic ,  30 November 1890. ~

L e g i s l a t i v e  J o u r n a l  (1 8 9 0 ) ,  p p .  404-05 ;  G u t h r i e  i e e k l y  
Oklahoma S t a t e  C a p i t a l ,  1 November 1890 and P u r c e l l  T e r -  
E ÎÈ S E iâ l  T o p ic ,  13 November 1890.
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I t  bad been t e s t e d  i n  c o u r t  and  p r e s e n t e d  no  p rob lem s  o f  

u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i t y .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  vas  t h e  code  C o n g re s s  

had pu t  i n t o  a f f e c t  i n  t h e  a d j a c e n t  I n d i a n  l a n d s ,  and  t h u s ,  

would p r e s e n t  no c o n f u s i o n  when t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  a n 

nexed  them. N o r t h e r n e r s ,  how ever ,  had t h e  v o t e s .  The f a c t  

t h a t  l a w y e r s  m igh t  f i n d  t h e  s i m p l e r  Dakota  s t a t u t e s  u n r e 

w ard ing  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  a p p e a l i n g  t o  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  l e g i s 

l a t o r s . * *

C o u n c i l  B i l l  no .  2 a l lo w e d  women t h e  r i g h t  t o  v o t e  on 

s c h o o l  m a t t e r s .  T h i rd  p a r t y ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  d e s p e r a t e l y  a t 

tempted  to  g e t  woman's s u f f r a g e  i n t o  t h e  e l e c t i o n  b i l l  a s  

w e l l ,  b u t  t o  no a v a i l .  D a n i e l s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  f e m a le  

b a l l o t  would p r o v i d e  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  w i th  b e t t e r  l a w s .  When 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  McCartney i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  Women's C h r i s t i a n  

Temperance Union l i q u o r  b i l l  i n t o  t h e  House ,  women's s u f 

f r a g e  became u n a l t e r a b l y  t i e d  t o  i t .  As t h e r e  was l i t t l e  

sympathy f o r  p r o h i b i t i o n  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  women's s u f 

f r a g e  a l s o  went down t o  r a p i d  d e f e a t - * *

The t h i r d  p a r t y  p roved  g e n e r a l l y  i n e f f e c t i v e  on econom

i c  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  t h e  1890 a s s e m b ly .  The P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  

p l a t f o r m  bad denounced opposed  u s u r y ,  h ig h  p u b l i c  s a l a r i e s .

** George Eldon N o r v e l l ,  "A H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  F i r s t  L e g i s l a t i v e  
Assembly o f  t h e  T e r r i t o r y  o f  Oklahoma,” (M a s te r s  t h e s i s .  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma, 1946) ,  pp.  40 -41 .

** G u t h r i e  We e k l y  Oklahoma S t a t e  C a p i t a l ,  11 O c to b e r  & 29 
November 18 90 and Le g i s l a t i v e  J o u r n a l  (1 8 9 0 ) ,  p .  820. 
R e p u b l i c a n s  s p l i t  f i v e  t o  f i v e ,  w ith  f o u r  a b s e n t ,  on t h e  
women's s u f f r a g e  m e asu re .  D emocrats  u n i f o r m l y  opposed  
t h e  m easure .
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and b ond ing  f o r  r a i l r o a d s  and c o r p o r a t i o n s .  The O rg a n ic  Act 

p r o h i b i t e d  t h e  l a s t  m e a s u re .  T h i rd  p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  how

e v e r ,  g e n e r a l l y  opposed  a l l  b o n d in g .  A c co rd in g  t o  R e p r e s e n 

t a t i v e  T e r r i l l  " t h e  i n t e r e s t  b e a r i n g  bonds  o f  d e b t - r i d d e n  

Kansas  {stood} a s  a  l i g h t  h o u se  .  .  .  t o  be  heeded by wise

men." He l a t e r  f a c e t i o u s l y  a t t e m p t e d  t o  r e t i t l e  a bonding  

b i l l  t h e  "Bob t h e  Many a t  t h e  Expense o f  t h e  Few B i l l . "  

A lthough  t h i r d  p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r s  were a b l e  t o  g e t  t h e  l e g a l  

r a t e  o f  i n t e r e s t  on bonds  down t o  5% i n  t h e  House,  Speaker  

D a n i e l s  moved t o  a g r e e  w i th  t h e  C o u n c i l  f i g u r e  o f  6% on t h e  

i s s u e  o f  u s u r y .  As f o r  s a l a r i e s ,  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  c o n t i n 

g en t  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  e n t i r e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  a p p r o 

p r i a t i o n s  b i l l  on f i n a l  p a s s a g e .

The t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  o n ly  r e a l  l e g i s l a t i v e  v i c t o r y ,  o t h e r  

than  s e c u r i n g  t h e  a g r i c u l u t r a l  c o l l e g e  f o r  Payne Coun ty ,  was 

t o  s a b o t a g e  t h e  m i l i t i a  b i l l .  C o n g re s s  had a p p r o p r i a t e d  

$2 ,000  f o r  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  m i l i t i a .  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  l e g i s l a 

t o r s  b e l i e v e d  t h e  new l a n d  needed  no " s t a n d i n g  army" and 

p roposed  t h a t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  be  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  

g o v e r n m e n t .2*

I n  t h e  f i n a l  weeks o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  Jam es  Brown o f  Ok

lahoma County  County i n t r o d u c e d ,  and pushed th ro u g h  t o  pas 

s a g e ,  a l i b e l  b i l l  newspapermen g e n e r a l l y  viewed a s  an a t 

tempt  t o  s i l e n c e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  A l though

2* G u t h r i e  Heek l y Oklahoma S t a t e  C a p i t a l ,  6 Sep tem ber ,  15 
November 5 6 December,  T890 and L e g i s l a t i v e  J o u r n a l  
f1890) ,  pp .  6 7 4 -7 5 ,  716, 825, 901 6 9 2 6 -2 7 .
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most o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  m easure  were 

R e p u b l i c a n s ,  some D em ocra ts  and P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  s o l o n s  went 

a l o n g .  I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  p r e s s  c r i t i c i s m  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Camp

b e l l  o f  G u t h r i e  c l a i m e d  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  so  

s c a n d a l o u s  a s  t o  make t h e  body l i b e l  p r o o f .

F o u r - f i f t h s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  p a s s  t h e  a ssem bly  was 

pushed  t h r o u g h  i n  t h e  l a s t  week o f  t h e  s e s s i o n ,  w i th  s o l o n s  

l i t e r a l l y  r i p p i n g  whole  s e c t i o n s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  from t h e  

s t a t u t e s  o f  o t h e r  s t a t e s  and i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e n  i n t o  t h e  a s 

sembly  i n  o r d e r  t o  f i n i s h  b e f o r e  t h e  s e s s i o n  ended .  R h i l e  

most o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  p roved  a p p l i c a b l e ,  s e c t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  

t o  t h e  r i g h t s ,  d u t i e s  and  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  s h i p m a s t e r s ,  

p i l o t s ,  m a tes  and seamen proved  e m h a r a s s in g  i n  a t e r r i t o r y  

where  t h e  d e e p e s t  body o f  w a t e r  c o u l d  be  t r a v e r s e d  on f o o t  

much o f  t h e  y e a r . z ?

A l though  t h e  P p e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  had won f o r  t h e i r  s m a l l  num

b e r s  u n u s u a l  power i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  s e c u r i n g  t h e  a g r i c u l 

t u r a l  c o l l e g e  and  s a b o t a g i n g  t h e  m i l i t i a  b i l l  were  t h e  t h i r d  

p a r t y ' s  o n ly  r e a l  v i c t o r i e s  i n  1890. The c i r c u m s t a n c e s  s u r 

r o u n d in g  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r s '  c o u r s e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  on 

t h e  c a p i t a l  i s s u e ,  b r o u g h t  g e n e r a l  opprobr ium  upon t h e  p a r 

t y .  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  v o t e r s  v e n te d  t h e i r  d i s a p p r o v a l  i n  t h e  

e l e c t i o n  f o r  d e l e g a t e ,  which to o k  p l a c e  w h i l e  t h e  l e g i s l a 

t u r e  s a t .

G u t h r i e  Week l y  Okl a h oma S t a t e Cap i t a l .  6 Sep tem ber  1890; 
Oklahoma C i t y  E v e n ing G a z e t t e ,  1 3 , ”  22 6 23 December 1890 
and N o r v e l l ,  " t h e  F i r s t  L e g i s l a t i v e  A ssem bly ,"  p. 51.
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Two p o s i t i o n s  were  up f o r  e l e c t i o n ,  a d e l e g a t e  t o  f i n i s h  

o u t  t h e  c u r r e n t  s e s s i o n  o f  C o n g re s s ,  and one f o r  t h e  te rm  to  

b e g in  t h e  nex t  J a n u a r y .  As a peace -m ak ing  e f f o r t  Governor 

S t e e l e  f o r c e d  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  n o m ina t ion  o f  David N. Harvey, 

o f  Oklahoma C i t y ,  o v e r  D enn is  F ly n n ,  o f  G u t h r i e ,  f o r  bo th  

t e r m s .  I f  G u t h r i e  k ep t  t h e  c a p i t a l  i t  was o n ly  f a i r  t h a t  

Oklahoma C i t y  g o t  t h e  d e l e g a t e  p o s i t i o n s ,  S t e e l e  r e a s o n e d .  

Democrats  r e a l i z e d  c o a l i t i o n  w i th  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  was ne

c e s s a r y  t o  win and nom ina ted  r e a l  e s t a t e  man J o s e p h  G. 

McCoy, of K i n g f i s h e r  C oun ty ,  f o r  t h e  lo n g  te rm and t h i r d  

p a r t y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  James L. Mathews f o r  t h e  s h o r t  one.  

Democrats  were f a r  from u n i t e d  i n  t h e i r  c h o i c e  o f  McCoy, 

however ,  a s  i t  to o k  him f i f t y - f o u r  b a l l o t s  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  no

m in a t io n .  For t h e i r  p a r t  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  spokesmen found Ma

t h e w s ' s  a c t i o n s  i n  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  D em ocra t ic  c o n v e n t i o n  and 

a c c e p t i n g  t h e  n o m in a t io n  d i s r e p u t a b l e .  The t h i r d  p a r t y  no

minated  H. C. D ie h l  and Samuel C r o c k e r ,  b o th  o f  Oklahoma 

County ,  f o r  t h e  s h o r t  and l o n g  t e r m s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  D ie h l  

was an Oklahoma C i t y  ha rdw are  m erchan t  and C ro c k e r  engaged 

i n  fa rm ing  and r e a l  e s t a t e  a t  t h e  t i m e .

A lthough  weak from a b o u t  w i th  b lo o d  p o i s o n i n g ,  C ro ck e r  

made a two-month c a n v a s s  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y .  He t r a v e l l e d  by 

wagon and spoke  i n  e v e ry  c o u n ty  e x c e p t  B eave r .  C r o c k e r ' s  

s p e e c h e s  were  r e c e i v e d  w e l l  i n  most i n s t a n c e s .  He r e p e a t e d  

much o f  t h e  G reenback-Labor  i d e o l o g y  he had used i n  p r e v i o u s  

campaigns .  The t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  l e g i s l a t i v e  s c a n d a l s  and th e
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f a c t  t h a t  C ro c k e r  was a s o o n e r ,  however ,  d e s t r o y e d  h i s  c an 

d i d a c y .

On e l e c t i o n  day Harvey c a r r i e d  e v e r y  c o u n t y ,  e x c e p t  

C le v e l a n d .  The P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  v o te  d ropped  n e a r l y  t h i r t y  

p e r c e n t  from t h e  August  l e g i s l a t i v e  b a l l o t .  I n  Payne County 

a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  v o t e r s  s im p ly  d e c l i n e d  t o  p a r 

t i c i p a t e .  At t h e i r  1892 c o u n ty  c o n v e n t i o n  Payne County Po

p u l i s t s  even r e f u s e d  t o  s e a t  t h e  1890 l e g i s l a t o r s .  The 

movement which had sw e p t  Kansas  i n  1890,  and t h r e a t e n e d  t o  

p ro v e  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ,  was b l u n t e d  

l a r g e l y  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  own l e a d e r s '  f a i l u r e s .  The m ora l  ap

p e a l  o f  t h i r d  p a r t y  spokesmen s im p ly  sounded ho l low  coming 

from men who made s e c r e t  d e a l s  and th e n  b r o k e  them, o r  who 

were so o n e r s .* ®

Prob lem s  o f  d e s t i t u t i o n ,  l o t  jumping and o t h e r  e x p l o i t a 

t i o n s  seemed c o n d u c iv e  t o  t h e  r a p i d  s p r e a d  o f  a m o r a l i s t i c  

r e fo rm  movement such  a s  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  i n  1890. Gover

n o r  S t e e l e ' s  a t - l a r g e  d i s t r i c t s  and e a r l y  e l e c t i o n  were d e 

s i g n e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  a v o i d  t h i s  p r o s p e c t .  The P e o p l e ' s  

p a r t y  s t i l l  o b t a i n e d  power and n o t o r i e t y  t h r o u g h  l e g i s l a t i v e  

f u s i o n  w i th  t h e  D em ocra ts .  I f  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r s

2® D ennis  F ly n n ,  "H e m io r , "  fioyden D a n g e r f i ^ l d  P a p e r s ,  West
e r n  H i s t o r y  C o l l e c t i o n s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Olahoma, n .  d . , p. 
14; P u r c e l l  Te r r i t o r i a l  T o p i c , 23 O c to b e r  1890; Oklahoma 
C i t y  Eve n i n g G a z e t t e , 27 S e p te m b e r ,  8 6 10 November 1890; 
G u t h r i e  Week l y  Oklahoma S t a t e  C a p i t a l ,  6 S ep tem b e r ,  13 
O c tober  and 8 November 189Ô and Samuel C r o c k e r ,  " A u to b i 
o g r a p h y , "  Typed M a n u s c r i p t ,  Oklahoma S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  So
c i e t y ,  1913, pp.  322-27 .  I t  s h o u l d  be n o te d  t h a t  D. A. 
Harvey was a l s o  a s o o n e r .  Such m a t t e r s  seemed l e s s  im
p o r t a n t  t o  R e p u b l i c a n  v o t e r s .
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had a c q u i t t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  more n o b l y ,  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  move

ment might have  s p r e a d  beyond Kansas  r e f u g e e s  more r a p i d l y .  

I n  b e t r a y i n g  t h e i r  commitments ,  however .  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  

l e a d e r s  opened t h e m s e l v e s  up t o  c h a r g e s  o f  m a n i p u l a t i o n  rem

i n i s c e n t  o f  t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n s  t h e y  condemned. O n t i l  new 

l e a d e r s  and  new o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a p p e a r e d ,  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  

growth  would be s low and p a i n f u l .  I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  i t s  Kansas  

c o u n t e r p a r t ,  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  g o t  o f f  t o  a r o c k y  s t a r t  i n  

t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .



C h a p t e r  IV 

TOWARDS THE ELECTIOH OF 1892

L a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  Americans  l i v e d  i n  a world  o f  r e 

v o l u t i o n a r y  economic and s o c i a l  c h a n g e s .  A m b i t io u s  c a p i t a l 

i s t s  and e n t r e p r e n e u r s  r a n g e d  f a r  and wide a c r o s s  t h e  c o n t i 

n e n t  i n  s e a r c h  of  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  e x p l o i t .  F r e i g h t  c a r s  

t r a n s p o r t e d  t h e  bounty  o f  a v i r g i n  c o n t i n e n t  t o  t h e  b u rg e o n 

in g  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r s  o f  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  and t h e n  r e t u r n e d  

t o  t h e  h i n t e r l a n d  w i th  t h e  f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t s  o f  A m e r i c a ' s  

i n d u s t r i a l  sy s te m .  M a n u f a c tu r in g  expanded  a t  a f a n t a s t i c  

r a t e .  L a b o r e r s  from Europe  and r u r a l  America swarmed i n t o  

t h e  growing i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r s  t o  t e n d  t h e  m ach ines  o f  t h i s  

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .  O th e r  m i g r a n t s  s e t t l e d  t h e  G r e a t  P l a i n s  and 

made t h e  r e g i o n  t h e  b r e a d  b a s k e t  o f  t h e  w o r ld .  Rapid  e c o 

nomic d ev e lo p m en t  b r o u g h t  f o r t h  a t r u l y  new America i n  t h e  

l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .

T h i s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  economy u n s e t t l e d  t h e  c o u n t r y  

i n  t h e  G i ld e d  Age. Between 1860 and 1890 t h e  n a t i o n ' s  r a i l  

ne tw ork  expanded f i v e - f o l d ,  and a t r u l y  n a t i o n a l  economy 

emerged.  Q u ie t  p o c k e t s  o f  economic  and s o c i a l  d i s t i n c t i v e 

n e s s  were  r u d e l y  swep t  o u t  o f  t h e i r  p l a c i d  i s o l a t i o n  a s  an 

e x p a n s i v e  n a t i o n a l  c u l t u r e  f o l l o w e d  i n  t h e  wake o f  t h e  l o c o 

-  93 -
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m ot ive -  The f r u i t s  o f  o u t - o f - d a t e  t e c h n i g u e s ,  s e c u r e  i n  

i s o l a t e d  l o c a l  m a r k e t s ,  r a p i d l y  gave way t o  t h e  p r o d u c t s  of 

more e f f i c i e n t  p r o d u c e r s  e l s e w h e r e .  S p e c i a l i z a t i o n  became 

endemic  and l i f e  i n  g e n e r a l  became more c o m p l i c a t e d .  A 

y o u n g e r ,  more a g g r e s s i v e  c l a s s  o f  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  s e i z e d  t h e i r  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and b u i l t  up what  seemed to  be v a s t  f o r t u n e s ,  

t h u s ,  d r a m a t i c a l l y  w iden ing  t h e  gap n e tween r i c h  and poor ,  

i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h o s e  l e f t  b e h i n d .  Although t h e  numbers o f  

t h i s  economic  e l i t e  were g u i t e  s m a l l ,  t h e  p r e s s  p u t  them i n  

t h e  l i m e l i g h t  and made them a p p e a r  more numerous and t y p i c a l  

than  t h e y  a c t u a l l y  w e r e . *

R a i l  l i n e s  became t h e  p u r v e y o r s  o f  h o m o g en iza t io n  as  

i n e x p e n s i v e ,  s t a n d a r d i z e d  m a n u fa c tu r e d  p r o d u c t s  r e p l a c e d  th e  

more c r u d e l y  f a s h i o n e d  c r e a t i o n s  o f  home i n d u s t r y .  To p u r 

c h a s e  such t r e a s u r e s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  r e q u i r e d  t h e  consumer t o  

e n t e r  t h e  money economy. The d i v e r s i f i e d  yeoman f a r m e r ,  

w i th  h i s  mule and s i n g l e  b l a d e  plow, r a p i d l y  gave  way t o  t h e  

s p e c i a l i z e d  a g r i b u s i n e s s m a n ,  w i th  h i s  farm m achinery  and 

f e r t i l i z e r s .  As m e c h a n i z a t i o n  expanded t h e  a c r e a g e  a fa rm e r  

c o u ld  t i l l ,  l a n d  hunger  became a c u t e .  D u t i f u l l y ,  t h e  go

vernment  b r u t a l l y  sw ep t  t h e  G re a t  P l a i n s  c l e a n  o f  such 

im ped im en ts  t o  p r o g r e s s  as  I n d i a n s  and b u f f a l o .  But th e  

f a r m e r  was an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r ld  economy, and th e

* R a i l  m i l e a g e  i n  1860 c o n s i s t e d  o f  33 ,000  m i l e s  of  v a r i o u s  
gauged t r a c k s .  In  1890 t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  had 166,000 
m i l e s  of s t a n d a r d  gauge t r a c k .  Samuel P. Hays,  The Res
pon se  t o  I n d u s t r i e l i sm. 18 8 5 - 1914 [Chicago:  U n i v e r s i t y  of
Chicago P r e s s ,  1957) ,  pp.  126 -29 .
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v a g a r i e s  o f  f e a s t  o r  f am ine  i n  A u s t r a l i a  o r  t h e  U k ra in e  now 

a f f e c t e d  h i s  e v e r y d a y  l i f e .  Although t h e  nev n a t i o n a l  e c o n 

omy expanded m en 's  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  i t  a l s o  l i m i t e d  t h e i r  i n 

d ependence .  2

I n  t h e  S o u th ,  t h e  t raum a o f  C i v i l  Var and R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  

waned s l o w l y .  The u n s e t t l e d  r a c e  q u e s t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p l a 

gue t h e  r e g i o n  and i t s  p e o p l e .  What war t im e  f i g h t i n g  had 

d e s t r o y e d ,  a p o s t - w a r  c r e d i t  s t r i n g e n c y  p r e v e n t e d  from r e 

b u i l d i n g .  I n  o r d e r  t o  r e u n i t e  l a n d  ( p l a n t a t i o n s )  w i th  l a b o r  

( e x - s l a v e s )  in  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  c a p i t a l  f o r  wages ,  t h e  o p p r e s 

s i v e  c r o p  l i e n  sys tem  came i n t o  vogue .  Many poor  w h i t e s ,  

u n d e r f i n a n c e d  and c u l t i v a t i n g  s m a l l  p a r c e l s  o f  m a r g in a l  

l a n d ,  a l s o  s l i p p e d  i n t o  t e n a n c y  b e f o r e  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  cen 

t u r y .  L a n d l o r d s ,  m e rc h an t s  and l a t e r  budd ing  i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  

combined t o  l e g i s l a t e  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  new o r d e r .

Both t h e  South  and t h e  West r e t a i n e d  v e s t i g e s  o f  c o l o n i a l  

d e b t o r  economies  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  I n  th e  

1890s ,  i n d u s t r y  i n  b o th  s e c t i o n s  r e m a in ed  l a r g e l y  e x t r a c t i v e  

i n  n a t u r e .  Both s e c t i o n s  p r i m a r i l y  f u r n i s h e d  t h e  i n d u s t r i 

a l i z e d  n o r t h e a s t  w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  goods  and o t h e r  raw ma

t e r i a l s .  Low p a i d ,  u n s k i l l e d  l a b o r e r s  c o m p le ted  o n ly  t h e  

i n i t i a l  p r o c e s s i n g  of c r o p s  and r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h e s e  o u t l y i n g  

r e g i o n s .  F i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t s  emanated  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  from 

t h e  n o r t h e a s t  o r  a b r o a d .  The v a l u e  added th r o u g h  t h e  manu

f a c t u r i n g  p r o c e s s ,  which n o rm a l ly  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  l a r g e s t

2 I b id .
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p o r t i o n  o f  a f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t ' s  w o r t h ,  a c c r u e d  t o  t h e  

i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  o r  Europe .  D e c l i n i n g  

p r i c e s  f o r  raw m a t e r i a l s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  han d ,  p r e v e n t e d  s i g 

n i f i c a n t  c a p i t a l  a c c u m u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  S ou th  and B e s t .  Lack 

o f  c a p i t a l , po o r  r e g i o n a l  m a r k e t s  and few l a b o r e r s  s k i l l e d  

i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  h i n d e r e d  deve lopm ent  i n  t h e s e  r e 

g i o n s .  Bhen i n v e s t m e n t  c a p i t a l  from o u t s i d e  d i d  m a t e r i a l 

i z e ,  i t  came w i th  f o r e i g n  c o n t r o l s ,  and n o r m a l ly  t h e  r e i n 

v e s tm e n t  o f  p r o f i t s  e l s e w h e r e . 3

As t h e  n a t i o n a l  economy expanded ,  i t s  c h a o t i c  upswings  

and s lumps a f f e c t e d  more and more p e o p l e .  Two o f  A m e r i c a ' s  

t h r e e  w o r s t  d e p r e s s i o n s  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h i s  e r a . *  Widening d i s 

p a r i t i e s  o f  w e a l t h ,  m u l t i p l i c a t i o n  o f  economic  i n t e r e s t s  

w i t h i n  a community ,  i m p e r s o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  r e l a t i o n s ,  e t h n i c  

and r e l i g i o u s  h e t e r o g e n e i t y  changed  t h e  world i n  which Amer

i c a n s  l i v e d .  The s o c i a l  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  new i n d u s t r i a l  

w or ld  emerged i n  b o ld  r e l i e f .  F a b u lo u s  w e a l th  e x i s t e d  i n  

t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a b j e c t  p o v e r t y ,  b e a u ty  s t o o d  n e x t  t o  s q u a 

l o r ,  and s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  e n c o u n te r e d  t h e  most p ro fo u n d  v u l 

g a r i t y .  The new n a t i o n a l  economy b r o u g h t  p e o p le  c l o s e r  t o 

g e t h e r ,  y e t  d i v i d e d  them a s  n e v e r  b e f o r e .

D e s p i t e  t h e  p rob lem s  em erg ing  from l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u 

r y  deve lopm ent  much t h a t  was c r e a t i v e  and welcome emanated  

from t h e  S i l d e d  Age. I n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  j o b s  f o r  a

3 Hays,  The Hesponse  t o  I n d u s t r i a l i s m ,  pp.  126-29 .

* Only th e  d e p r e s s i o n  of t h e  1930s can be c o n s i d e r e d  worse 
t h a n  t h o s e  o f  1873-1879 and 1893-1897,
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p o p u l a t i o n  which more t h a n  d o u b le d  be tween  1860 and 1900. 

I s o l a t i o n  and r u s t i c  c r u d i t y  gave  way t o  more v a r i e d  and r e 

f i n e d  p a t t e r n s  o f  l i f e .  A b u s t l i n g  i n v e n t i v e n e s s  c r e a t e d  

p r o d u c t s  t h a t  e a s e d  and e n r i c h e d  many l i v e s .  Such p o s i t i v e  

f a c t o r s ,  h o w ev er ,  c o u l d  n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  overshadow t h e  p r o b 

l e m s .  Em ot ions  o f  hope and d e s p a i r  l i v e d  s i d e  by s i d e  i n  

t h e  minds o f  many l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  A m er ican s .  Be

c a u s e  Oklahoma was opened t o  b l a c k  and  w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t  o n ly  

i n  1889, t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  and t r a u m a  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  was t e l e 

s co p e d  i n t o  a  v e r y  few y e a r s  i n  t h e  new l a n d .  T h i s  c o n cen 

t r a t i o n  o f  deve lopm en t  would magnify  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  o f  o p t i 

mism and  gloom making Oklahoma a  l a n d  o f  c u l t u r a l ,  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  and s o c i a l  e x t r e m e s .

As a t e r r i t o r y  Oklahoma was a ward o f  t h e  n a t i o n .  P e o p le  

i n  t h e  new l a n d  n a t u r a l l y  had a p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r o n g  i n t e r e s t  

i n  n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s .  Economic and p o l i t i c a l  e v e n t s  o f  na

t i o n a l  s c o p e  v i t a l l y  a f f e c t e d  t h e i r  l i v e s .  As mos t s e t t l e r s  

came t o  t h e  new t e r r i t o r y  w i th  l i t t l e  c a p i t a l ,  n a t i o n a l  c r e 

d i t  and m one ta ry  p o l i c i e s  were c r u c i a l  t o  O k lahom a 's  econom

i c  d e v e lo p m e n t .  With l i t t l e  l a n d  t o  t a x  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s ,  

t e r r i t o r i a n s  had t o  l o o k  t o  Washington f o r  f i s c a l  s u p p o r t .  

Government a i d  f o r  b u i l d i n g  r a i l  l i n e s  t o  s e r v i c e  t h e  new 

la n d  was a l s o  d e s i r e d .  The p r e s i d e n t  a p p o i n t e d  t h e  e x e c u 

t i v e  and j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ,  and C ongre ss  

would d e c i d e  when and unde r  what c i r c u m s t a n c e s  Oklahoma 

would be  a d m i t t e d  t o  s t a t e h o o d .  O k lahom a 's  t e r r i t o r i a l  s t a -
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t u s ,  p lu s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s o u t h e r n e r s  and  w e s t e r n e r s  made up 

t h e  overwhelming  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  meant t h e  p r e s s  

would c a r r y  a s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  n a t i o n a l  and r e g i o n a l  

news i n  t h e  1890s.

I n  p a r t i s a n  p o l i t i c s ,  t h e  G i ld e d  Age was a p e r i o d  o f  p a r 

t y  e q u i l i b r i u m  on t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l .  Between 1876 and 1892 

no p r e s i d e n t  r e c e i v e d  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  p o p u l a r  v o t e s  c a s t .  

Only t w i c e  were  c h i e f  e x e c u t i v e s  f a v o r e d  w i th  p a r t y  m a j o r i 

t i e s  i n  b o t h  h o u s e s  o f  C o n g re s s  ( R e p u b l i c a n s  i n  1889-1891 

and Democrats  i n  1 8 9 3 -1 8 9 5 ) .  Both t i m e s  t h e  mandate  was 

s h a r p l y  r e v e r s e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  r a c e .  N a t i o n a l  

cam paigns  c e n t e r e d  p r i m a r i l y  upon t h e  t a r i f f ,  w i th  demagogic  

a p p e a l s  t o  C i v i l  War and R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  l o y a l t i e s  a d d in g  t o  

t h e  f l a v o r  o f  t h e  t i m e s .  Both m e asu re s  f a v o r e d  t h e  GOP. 

The p r o t e c t i v e  t a r i f f  s y m b o l i z e d  t h e  H a m i l to n i a n  p o l i c y  of 

government p romoted  economic  d e v e lo p m e n t .  D e m o cra t ic  oppo

s i t i o n  c e n t e r e d  on a l a i s s e z - f a i r e  o r i e n t a t i o n  to w a rd  eco 

nomic p o l i c y .  To win n a t i o n a l  e l e c t i o n s ,  how ever .  Democrats  

had t o  c a r r y  s e v e r a l  s t a t e s  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  and midwest 

where p r o t e c t i o n  meant p r o s p e r i t y .  As a l o o s e  c o m b in a t io n  

o f  s t a t e  and l o c a l  p a r t i e s ,  which f r e q u e n t l y  r e p r e s e n t a t e d  

c o n t r a d i c t o r y  i n t e r e s t s ,  Grover  C l e v e l a n d ' s  D e m o cra t ic  p a r t y  

c o a l i t i o n  was a lw ay s  t e n u o u s ,  i i t h  t h e  added s t r e s s  o f  e c o 

nomic d e p r e s s i o n ,  t h e  D e m o cra t i c  p a r t y  would s p l i t  a l o n g  a l 

r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  f a u l t  l i n e s  i n  t h e  m i i - 1 8 9 0 s .  A l though  "wav

ing  t h e  b loody  s h i r t  o f  r e b e l l i o n "  p roved  l e s s  e f f e c t i v e  a s
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t im e  p a s s e d ,  t h e  t a c t i c  c o u l d  s t i l l  t u r n  e l e c t i o n s  a s  l a t e  

a s  t h e  189 0s- Because  ban k in g  and c u r r e n c y  r e f o r m ,  c i v i l  

s e r v i c e  m e asu re s  and r a i l r o a d  r e g u l a t i o n  d i v i d e d  t h e  two 

c l o s e l y  matched p a r t i e s ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p o l i t i c i a n s  p r e f e r r e d  

t o  a v o id  t h e n  when p o s s i b l e .

Banking and c u r r e n c y  i s s u e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  m o n o p o l i s t i c  

p o l i c i e s  o f  r a i l r o a d s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n f l a m e d  t h e  v o t e r s  o f  

t h e  South  and B e s t .  The C i v i l  Bar  l e f t  t h e  South  i n  s e r i o u s  

f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t y .  B a r t im e  e x p e n d i t u r e s  l e f t  l i t t l e  ha rd  

c ash  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  The c a p i t a l  which had gone i n t o  s l a v e s  

b e f o r e  t h e  war e v a p o r a t e d  w i th  e m a n c i p a t i o n .  As l a t e  a s  

1900 t h e  Sou th  had o n ly  one bank f o r  e v e r y  58 ,130  p e o p l e .  

The n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e  was one to  1 6 ,0 0 0 .*  The more l u c r a 

t i v e  f i e l d  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c r e a t e d  

c r e d i t  s t r i n g e n c y  and h i g h e r  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  i n  t h e  South  and 

B e s t .  These  r e g i o n s  a l s o  s u f f e r e d  h i g h e r  r a i l r o a d  r a t e s .  

The s u b s t a n t i a l l y  low er  p u r c h a s i n g  power o f  c o l o n i a l  d e b t o r  

r e g i o n s  f o r c e d  r a i l r o a d s  t o  move empty f r e i g h t  c a r s  i n t o  t h e  

South  and B es t  a t  h a r v e s t  t i m e .  The ex p en se  was p a sse d  on 

t o  t h e  u s e r .  With l e s s  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  t h e s e  o u t l y i n g  r e 

g i o n s ,  l o n g - s h o r t  h a u l  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  a l s o  emerged . The 

p r a c t i c e  o n l y  m i r r o r e d  t h e  c o s m o p o l i t a n  p o l i c y  o f  c h a r g i n g  

what t h e  t r a f f i c  would b e a r .

5 She ldon Hackney, P o p u l i sm; The Cr i t i c a l  I s s u e s  (Bos ton :  
L i t t l e ,  Brown & C o . ,  1971) ,  p .  x i .
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P r e s a g i n g ,  and most l i k e l y  i n f o r m i n g ,  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  

h i s t o r i a n s *  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  p a r t i s a n  p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  G i l d 

ed Age a s  a sham b a t t l e  o v e r  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  o r  f a l s e  i s s u e s ,  

many i n  t h e  S ou th  and West c h a r g e d  t h a t  t h e  dominant p a r t i e s  

r e f u s e d  to  a d d r e s s  t h e  r e a l  i s s u e s  a g i t a t i n g  t h e  n a t i o n .  In  

a s e r i e s  o f  m e e t i n g s ,  b e g i n n i n g  wi th  t h e  O cala  C onven t ion  o f  

t h e  S o u th e r n  F a r m e r ' s  A l l i a n c e  o f  December ,  1889, and i n 

c l u d i n g  t h e  C i n c i n n a t i  C o n v en t io n  o f  May, 1891,  and t h e  S t .  

L o u i s  C o n v en t io n  of  F e b r u a r y ,  189 2,  Kansans and o t h e r  

t h i r d - p a r t y  a d v o c a t e s  s o u g h t  t o  b r i n g  t o g e t h e r  a l l  o f  t h e  

e g a l i t a r i a n - o r i e n t e d  r e fo rm  g r o u p s  o f  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y .  A new s i n g l e  n a t i o n a l  p a r t y  would a d d r e s s  t h e  i s 

s u e s  t h a t  D em ocra t ic  and R e p u b l i c a n  l e a d e r s  a v o i d e d .*

More t h a n  1300 a c c r e d i t e d  d e l e g a t e s  met a t  Omaha, N eb ras 

ka i n  J u l y ,  1892, t o  n o m in a te  a p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e  and 

w r i t e  a n a t i o n a l  p l a t f o r m  f o r  t h e  newly formed P e o p l e ' s  p a r 

t y  o f  A m er ica .  L e o n id a s  L. P o lk ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  

S o u th e rn  F a r m e r ' s  A l l i a n c e  was e x p e c t e d  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  c o n 

v e n t i o n ' s  h i g h e s t  h o n o r .  O n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  he  d i e d  a few weeks 

b e f o r e  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  met.  F e d e r a l  J u d g e  W a l te r  Q. Gresham 

o f  I n d i a n a ,  who had f l i r t e d  w i th  P o p u l i s t  d o c t r i n e s ,  seemed 

t o  b e  t h e  n e x t  b e s t  c h o i c e .  He d e c l i n e d ,  however ,  s h o r t l y  

b e f o r e  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  n o m in a t io n  

d e v o lv ed  upon G e n e r a l  James  5 .  Weaver o f  Iow a ,  t h e  1880 p r e 

s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e  o f  t h e  Greenback p a r t y .  As h i s  r u n n in g

* John D. H ic k s ,  The Popul i s t  Rev o l t  [M in n e ap o l i s :  U n i v e r s i 
t y  o f  M inneso ta  P r e s s ,  Ï 9 3 1 ) , pp .  2 0 7 -2 9 .
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mate t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  p a t  f o r w a r d  e x - C o n f e d e r a t e  G e n e r a l  James 

G« F i e l d ,  o f  V i r g i n i a .  The b l u e - g r a y  t i c k e t  o f  C i v i l  War 

v e t e r a n s  s y m b o l i z e d  t h e  new p a r t y ' s  a t t e m p t  a t  r a p p ro c h em en t  

be tween  t h e  West and S o u t h . ^  The p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a t 

fo rm ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  n o m in a t io n  o f  c a n d i d a t e s ,  was t h e  f o 

c a l  p o i n t  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t s *  1892 n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n .  As 

t h e  B i b l e  o f  P o p u l i sm ,  t h e  Omaha P l a t f o r m  f u l l y  r e v e a l e d  a 

f r am e  o f  r e f e r e n c e  t h i r d - p a r t y  spokesmen u sed  i n  t h e i r  c r i 

t i q u e  o f  G i l d e d  Age America.  The p r e a m b le ,  which emanated 

from t h e  pen o f  I g n a t i u s  D o n n e l l y ,  was a c a t a l o g u e  o f  a l 

l e g e d  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  c o r r u p t i o n  and s o c i a l  d e ca y .  

The n a t i o n ,  D o n n e l ly  c o n t e n d e d ,  h ad  been  " b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  

v e r g e  o f  m o r a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and m a t e r i a l  r u i n . "  He c la im e d  

" C o r r u p t i o n  d o m i n a t e s , "  whereby t h e  n a t i o n  was " r a p i d l y  de 

g e n e r a t i n g  i n t o  European c o n d i t i o n s . "  A cco rd ing  t o  t h e  au

t h o r ,  " g o v e r n m e n t a l  i n j u s t i c e  {bred} two g r e a t  c l a s s e s — 

- t r a m p s  and m i l l i o n a i r e s . "  D o n n e l ly  c r e d i t e d  t h i s  

d e g e n e r a t i o n  from t h e  e g a l i t a r i a n  p a s t  t o  " a  v a s t  c o n s p i r a c y  

a g a i n s t  mankind . . .  and i f  n o t  met and  o v e r th r o w n  a t  once  

i t  f o r e b o d e s  t e r r i b l e  s o c i a l  c o n v u l s i o n s ,  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  

c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  an a b s o l u t e  d e sp o 

t i s m . "  The g r e a t  i s s u e ,  D onne l ly  p r o c l a i m e d ,  was "w h e th e r  

[o r  n o t )  we a r e  t o  have  a r e p u b l i c  t o  a d m i n i s t e r . "  Conven

t i o n  m anage rs ,  n o t a b l y ,  s c h e d u l e d  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

p l a t f o r m  f o r  t h e  F o u r th  o f  J u l y ,  t h e  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  Dec

f  H ic k s ,  The P o p u l i s t  R e v o l t ,  pp .  2 2 9 -3 7 .
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l a r a t i o n  o f  l a d e p e a d e n c e . "

V i s i o n s  o f  c a t a s t r o p h e  i f  c o n te m p o ra r y  r e l a t i o n s  p e r s i s t 

ed and u t o p i a  i f  men would o n ly  t a k e  h o ld  o f  t h e i r  own d e s 

t i n i e s  were n o t  l e f t  a s  u n c h a r t e d  t e r r i t o r i e s  o f  th e  mind i n  

t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  1890s.  From 1888, when Edward Bel lamy 

p u b l i s h e d  Looking  Backwa r d ,  u n t i l  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  

n e a r l y  two hundred  n o v e l s  o f  t h e  c a t a c l y s m i c  and u t o p i a n  

v a r i e t y  f l o o d e d  t h e  American  m a rk e t .  I t  was a t i d a l  wave o f  

s p e c u l a t i o n  a b o u t  what t h e  f u t u r e  might h o ld  f o r  t h e  r e p u b l 

i c .  Of t h e  a u t h o r s  whose p o l i t i c s  a r e  known, b e t t e r  t h a n  

e i g h t y  p e r c e n t  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  P o p u l i s t  p a r t y .  I g n a t i u s  Don

n e l l y ' s  C a e s a r ' s  Column (1890) was one o f  t h e  most d r a m a t i c  

and p o p u l a r  works o f  t h i s  g e n r e .  Next t o  t h e  p ream ble  t o  

t h e  Omaha p l a t f o r m ,  i t  was D o n n e l l y ' s  most no ted  work. Ap

p e a r i n g  o n l y  two y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  1892 P o p u l i s t  c o n v e n t i o n ,  

D o n n e l l y ' s  f i c t i o n a l  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  d o w n f a l l  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  

made t h e  s o c i a l  c r i t i q u e  found  i n  t h e  Omaha p l a t f o r m  a d e s 

p e r a t e  p l e a  f o r  c i v i c  r e g e n e r a t i o n  r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  t h e  Ameri

can  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e r i o d . *

The v i s i o n  o f  a n a t i o n a l i z e d  economy, w i th  an army of  

p r o d u c e r s  e q u a l l y  s h a r i n g  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i v e  

t o i l ,  p r o v i d e d  a b l u e p r i n t  f o r  c r e a t i n g  a  f a i r  s o c i e t y  t o  

many l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  e g a l i t a r i a n s .  I n  Kansas t h e

» H ic k s ,  The P o E u l i s t  R e v o l t ,  p p . 236 -37 .

’ H. Roger G r a n t ,  " P o p u l i s t s  and U to p ia :  A N e g lec te d  Connec
t i o n , "  Red R i v e r  V a l l e y  H i s t o r i c a l  Review 2 ,  no.  4 [Win
t e r ,  1975) ;  482.
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V in c e n t  b r o t h e r s  s o l d  c o p i e s  o f  B e l lam y ’ s  n o v e l  f o r  500 w i th  

a y e a r ' s  s u b s c r i p t i o n  t o  t h e  American Nonconformi s t ,  and v i 

g o r o u s l y  p rom oted  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  i d e a s .  Samuel C ro ck e r  pub

l i s h e d  h i s  own u t o p i a n  n o v e l .  T h a t  I s l a n d , i n  1892, s p e c i f i 

c a l l y  f o r  an Oklahoma r e a d e r s h i p .  The work i n c o r p o r a t e d  

many o f  B e l l a m y ' s  i d e a s . * o

While  t h e  Omaha p l a t f o r m  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  ap p ea re d  

t o  be a c r a z y  g u i l t  of  u n r e l a t e d  c r a c k p o t  p r o p o s a l s  t o  many 

c o n t e m p o r a r i e s ,  i t  was n o t  a h a s t i l y  a s s e m b led  document .  I t  

was t h e  a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  a h a l f - c e n t u r y  o f  p r o p o s a l s  t h a t  

l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  e g a l i t a r i a n s  had promoted t o  sav e  

t h e  America o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  F a t h e r s . * *

As w i th  t h e  Onion L abor  p a r t y  p l a t f o r m  o f  1888 t h e  body 

o f  t h e  Omaha P l a t f o r m  c a l l e d  f o r  r e fo rm  i n  t h r e e  m a jo r  a r 

e a s ,  l a n d ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and f i n a n c e .  Oklahoma f i g u r e d  

p r o m i n e n t l y  i n  t h e  l a n d  i s s u e .  At t h e  C i n c i n n a t i  Conven t ion  

o f  1891 Samuel C r o c k e r ,  who s e r v e d  on t h e  m e e t i n g ' s  p l a t f o r m  

co m m it tee ,  s e c u r e d  a d o p t i o n  o f  a  r e s o l u t i o n  on t h e  l a n d  i s 

s u e .  As c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  Oklahoma P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y ,  he l e d  t h e  

t e r r i t o r i a l  d e l e g a t i o n  t o  t h e  Omaha C o n v e n t io n .  The Omaha

*0 Am e r i c a n Nonconfor m i s t  ( W i n f i e l d ) ,  27 Ju n e  1889 and Samu
e l  C ro c k e r  (Theodore O cean ic  I s l e t ) ,  That I s l a n d  (Oklaho
ma C i t y :  C. E. S t r e e t e r  G C o . ,  1892) ,  pp.  2 -4  G6. Crock
e r ' s  n o v e l  c o n t a i n e d  s e v e r a l  t e s t i m o n i a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  one 
from h i s  o l d  Boomer f r i e n d .  Democrat  S idney  C l a r k e .

** While  t h e  Omaha p l a t f o r m  met with a lm o s t  u n i v e r s a l  d e r i 
s i o n  from t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n  t h e  1890s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a 
number o f  f u t u r e  p r o g r e s s i v e s ,  many o f  t h e  r e f o r m s  con
t a i n e d  in  t h e  document  became law i n  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  
c e n t u r y .
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P l a t f o r m  c a l l e d  f o r  an  end t o  l a n d  m o n o p o l i z a t i o n  f o r

s p e c u l a t i v e  p u rp o s e s  and p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  a l i e n  la n d  owner

s h i p .  The word ing  was a euphemism f o r  s u p p r e s s i n g  t h e  Eng

l i s h  l a n d  s y n d i c a t e s  Oklahoma boomers f o u g h t  i n  t h e  1880s.

On t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  a d o p te d  B e l l a m y ' s  

s o l u t i o n  o f  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n .  The s e n t i m e n t  o f  t h e  con v en 

t i o n ,  however,  s t o p p e d  f a r  s h o r t  o f  a c a l l  f o r  n a t i o n a l i z i n g  

a l l  i n d u s t r y .  For P o p u l i s t s ,  t h e  r a i l r o a d  i s s u e  was a mat

t e r  o f  b o th  economics  and power.  R a i l r o a d  r a t e s  i n  t h e  

South  and V es t  were  h i g h e r  t h a n  f o r  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  n o r 

t h e a s t .  R a i l r o a d  re v e n u e  p e r  t o n / m i l e  i n  Kansas  and Oklaho

ma was 27.8% above t h e  n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e .  The Omaha P l a t 

fo rm ,  however ,  c u t  t o  t h e  c o r e  o f  t h e  i s s u e  when i t s  a u t h o r s  

e x p l a i n e d ,  " t h e  r a i l r o a d  c o r p o r a t i o n s  w i l l  e i t h e r  own th e  

p e o p le  o r  t h e  p e o p le  must own t h e  r a i l r o a d s . "  On f i n a n c e

th e  Omaha P l a t f o r m  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  f r e e  and u n l i m i t e d  c o in a g e  

o f  s i l v e r  and go ld  a t  t h e  r a t i o  o f  s i x t e e n  t o  one ,  g r e e n 

b a ck s  and a g r a d u a t e d  income t a x  t o  r e d i s t r i b u t e  w e a l t h .  

The document a l s o  e n d o rsed  t h e  S u b t r e a s u r y  P la n  o f  t h e  

S o u the rn  F a r m e r ' s  A l l i a n c e .  C r e d i t  s t r i n g e n c y  i n  t h e  South

and V e s t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  Oklahoma where most s e t t l e r s  were

c ash  poor  and had l i t t l e  t o  m o r tg ag e ,  would make t h e  f i n a n c e  

p l a n k  t h e  t h i r d - p a r t y ' s  most p o p u l a r  p r o p o s a l . » *

12 S e v e n t e e n t h  Annual R e p o r t  on t h e  S t a t i s t i c s  o f  Bai lw axg  
i n  t h e  O n i ted  S t a t e s ,  ( 1 9 0 5 ) ,  p .  99 .
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While n o t a b l e  r e f o r m e r s  b u s i e d  t h e m s e l v e s  fo u n d in g  a new 

n a t i o n a l  p a r t y  i n  1891 and 1892, t h i r d - p a r t y  o r g a n i z e r s  i n  

t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  upon s p r e a d i n g  t h e  gos 

p e l  o f  Popu l i sm  beyond t h e  r e f o r m  p a r t y ' s  o r i g i n a l  ex-K ansan  

b a s e .  In  189 0,  Oklahoma P o p u l i s t s  drew e l e c t o r a l  s u p p o r t  

a lm o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  from m idw es te rn  and  n o r t h e a s t e r n - b o r n  

m i g r a n t s .  Land c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  p r im e  m o t i v a t i o n  t o  m i g r a t e  

f o r  t h o s e  born  i n  t h e  midwest .  M id w es te rn e r s  b o rn  i n  r u r a l  

a r e a s  and s m a l l  towns  e a s t  o f  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  R iv e r  f r e 

q u e n t l y  t o o k  up r u r a l  r e s i d e n c e  f a r t h e r  w e s t .  The a v a i l 

a b i l i t y  o f  l a n d  im m e d ia te ly  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War, however,  

meant t h a t  most m i d w e s t e r n e r s  made t h e i r  f i r s t  m i g r a t i o n  

a f t e r  th e y  r e a c h e d  a d u l t h o o d .  For  t h o s e  m id w e s t e r n e r s  born  

i n  Kansas  a f t e r  t h e  war t h e  t r e k  t o  Oklahoma was u s u a l l y  

t h e i r  f i r s t  move upon l e a v i n g  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  hom e .*3

N o r t h e a s t e r n - b o r n  Oklahomans a l s o  showed a p o s i t i v e  c o r 

r e l a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  i n  1890» The c o r r e l a t i o n ,  

however ,  was lo w e r  a s  n o r t h e a s t e r n - b o r n  Oklahomans were f a r  

more urban i n  o r i e n t a t i o n  th a n  o t h e r  s e c t i o n a l  g r o u p s .  They 

n o rm a l ly  made a  number o f  moves b e f o r e  l a n d i n g  i n  t h e  Okla

homa T e r r i t o r y .  N o r t h e a s t e r n  m ig r a n t s  u s u a l l y  l e f t  t h e i r  

home r e g i o n  as  y o u t h s .  A l though  a l m o s t  o n e - h a l f  were born  

i n  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  and m ig r a t e d  t o  r u r a l  s i t u a t i o n s ,  u rban  born  

n o r t h e a s t e r n e r s  were e s p e c i a l l y  a t t r a c t e d  t o  s m a l l  towns  i n

13 Michael Owen Roark,  "Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y :  f r o n t i e r  D eve l 
opment, M i g r a t i o n  and C u l t u r e  A r e a s , "  [Ph. D. d i s s e r t a 
t i o n ,  S y r a c u s e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1975) ,  pp.  179-82 .
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t h e  Midwest b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  growing b u s i n e s s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  The n o r t h e a s t e r n - b o r n  mig

r a n t s  were f a r  more l i k e l y  t o  have  c o m m e rc ia l  s k i l l s  and bu

s i n e s s  c o n t a c t s  back e a s t  t h a n  were  m i d w e s t e r n e r s .  I n  Okla 

homa t h e y  e x h i b i t e d  an e x t r e m e  p h y s i c a l  m o b i l i t y  c o n s i s t e n t  

w i th  a s p e c u l a t i v e  s e a r c h  f o r  u rb a n  b u s i n e s s  o p p o r t u n i 

t i e s . **

White  b o r d e r  s t a t e  n a t i v e s  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  second  l a r g e s t  

s e c t i o n a l  g ro u p  t o  m i g r a t e  t o  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .  A l t 

hough s e v e r a l  u p p e r  South  s t a t e s  had s i g n i f i c a n t  R ep u b l i c a n  

p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h i s  

g r o u p ' s  s t r o n g  c o r r e l a t i o n  w i th  t h e  D em o cra t ic  v o t e  o f  t h e  

Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  i n  1890 ( .68535)  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  new 

l a n d ' s  b o r d e r  s t a t e  m i g r a n t s  s h a r e d  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  

l o y a l t i e s  w i th  t h o s e  bo rn  f a r t h e r  t o  t h e  S o u th .

S e v e r a l  f a c t o r s  made b o r d e r  s t a t e  m i g r a n t s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

s t r o n g  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  c o n v e r s i o n  t o  P o p u l i s m .  O n l ik e  n o r t h 

e r n e r s ,  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  s o u t h e r n - b o r n  Oklahomans had 

r u r a l  b a c k g r o u n d s .  They were  a l s o  l e s s  s p e c u l a t i v e  i n  t h e i r  

m i g r a t i o n  p a t t e r n s .  On t h e  whole  t h e y  made f e w er  moves b e 

f o r e  a r r i v i n g  i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ,  and r a r e l y  m ig r a t e d  

from t h e i r  s t a t e  o f  b i r t h  b e f o r e  a d u l t h o o d .

B ecause  t h e  u p p e r  s o u t h  had a d e c e n t r a l i z e d  s t r u c t u r e  o f  

t r a d e  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  few m i g r a n t s  f rom t h i s  

r e g i o n  e x h i b i t e d  a g g r e s s i v e  c o m m e rc i a l  o r i e n t a t i o n s .  Border

I b i d . ,  p p .  1 5 7 - 6 6 .
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s t a t e  n a t i v e s  f r e q u e n t l y  m i g r a t e d  i n  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  o r  i n  

k i n - r e l a t e d  g r o u p s ,  more t y p i c a l  o f  e g a l i t a r i a n  p e a s a n t  o r 

i e n t a t i o n s .  They c o n s e q u e n t l y  showed a t e n d e n c y  tow ard  a 

s a f e t y - f i r s t  p a t t e r n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  which p l a c e d  s u b s i s t e n c e  

and l o c a l  m a r k e t s  f i r s t ,  and c r o p s  f o r  t h e  l a r g e r  com m erc ia l  

world  s e c o n d .  When t h e y  came i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i th  t h e  commer

c i a l  economy o f  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ,  t h e  t h i r d - p a r t y ’ s  

a n t i - c a p i t a l i s m  animus h e l d  s i g n i f i c a n t  a p p e a l  f o r  t h o s e  

s t e e p e d  in  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  a more p a r o c h i a l  s o c i e t y . i s  

A l though  M i s s o u r i a n s  f r e q u e n t l y  s e t t l e d  i n  s o u t h e r n  Kan

s a s  and th e n  e n t e r e d  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  from t h e  n o r t h ,  

t h e  l a r g e s t  g roup  of  b o r d e r  s t a t e  m i g r a n t s  moved t o  n o r t h e r n  

Texas  b e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  t h e  new l a n d  from t h e  s o u t h .  As 

n o r t h e r n  Texas  was a h o tb e d  o f  S o u t h e r n  F a r m e r ' s  A l l i a n c e  

a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  l a t e  1830s ,  many o f  t h e s e  f u t u r e  Oklaho

mans were i n d o c t r i n a t e d  i n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  growing 

farm o r d e r .  I n  T e x a s ,  how ever .  D e m o cr a t i c  Governor  James 

S te p h e n  Hogg r e t a r d e d  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  from A l l i a n c e  l o b b y in g  

t o  t h i r d - p a r t y  a c t i v i s m  w i t h  an a c t i v e  campaign a g a i n s t  t h e  

r a i l r o a d s  i n  1890. A l l i a n c em e n  e n d o r s e d  Hogg i n  h i s  1890 

cam paign ,  and many of  them rem a ined  l o y a l  t o  t h e  D em ocra t ic  

g o v e rn o r  i n  1892, when Bourbon Democrats  f u s e d  w i th  f i e p u b l i -  

c a n s  i n  an a t t e m p t  t o  e v i c t  Hogg from o f f i c e  and d e s t r o y  th e  

r a i l r o a d  com m iss ion  h i s  f o l l o w e r s  had  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  y e a r  

b e f o r e .  As w i t h  t h e i r  Texan c o u s i n s ,  s o u t h e r n - b o r n  Oklaho-

15 R oark ,  "Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y , "  pp .  2 0 8 -1 1 ,  223-24  6 231.
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mans moved t o  t h i r d  p a r t y  a c t i v i s m  l a t e r  t h a n  d i d  f a r m e r s  in  

th e  p l a i n s  s t a t e s .

White lo w e r  s o u t h e r n e r s ,  m o s t ly  born  i n  T ex as ,  a l s o  

showed an e x c e p t i o n a l l y  r u r a l  back g ro u n d .  Host o f  t h e i r  

a n c e s t o r s ,  how ever ,  had m ig r a t e d  from t i d e w a t e r  s o u t h .  Whi

l e  t h e y  a l s o  f r e q u e n t l y  m ig r a te d  i n  f a m i l y  u n i t s ,  lower 

s o u t h e r n e r s  e x h i b i t e d  a d i s t i n c t l y  more co m m erc ia l  o r i e n t a 

t i o n  tow ard  economic  i s s u e s .  T e x a s - b o rn  Oklahomans were 

n o rm a l ly  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  younger  t h a n  t h e i r  b o r d e r  s t a t e  coun

t e r p a r t s .  As p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e  f r o n t i e r ,  r a n c h i n g  f r e q u e n t l y  

h e ld  more a p p e a l  th a n  f a rm in g  f o r  t h e s e  m i g r a n t s .  With a 

r e l a t i v e l y  co m m erc ia l  o u t l o o k  and a p e n c h a n t  f o r  r a n c h in g  

low er  s o u t h e r n e r s  became t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ' s  l e a s t  Po- 

p u l i s t i c  s e c t i o n a l  g r o u p . i ?

*6 James T u r n e r ' s  s u r v e y  o f  c o r e  Texas P o p u l i s t s  i n  “ Under
s t a n d i n g  t h e  P o p u l i s t s , "  6 7 ,  no.  2 J o u r n a l  o f  American 
H i s t o r y  (S ep tem ber ,  1980):  354-66 ,  shows t h i r d  p a r t y  sup 
p o r t e r s  in  Texas  t o  have  r e s i d e d  p r i m a r i l y  away from 
r a i l r o a d  towns ,  a s  t h e y  d id  i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .  
T u r n e r ' s  f i f t e e n  " c o r e "  P o p u l i s t  c o u n t i e s ,  however ,  a l l  
went P o p u l i s t  i n  1892 and rem a ined  P o p u l i s t  i n  1894 and 
1896. T h i s  r e v e a l s  t h e  r u r a l  b a s i s  o f  Popul ism i n  the  
e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  r e fo rm  movement i n  T ex as ,  and s u g g e s t s  
t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  of  m i g r a n t s  t o  Oklahoma from t h e  l o n e  
S t a r  s t a t e .  The r e a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  move
ment in  T ex as ,  however ,  r e s t s  w i th  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  s u c 
c e s s  i n  growing beyond t h e i r  c i r c u m s c r i b e d  b a se  o f  1892. 
I n  1896, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  c a r r i e d  44.5% 
o f  t h e  vo te ,  i n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  s i x  most u rban  c o u n t i e s .

17 Although lo w e r  s o u t h e r n e r s  show s t r o n g  c o r r e l a t i o n s  with  
f u s i o n i s t  c a n d i d a t e s  i n  t e r r i t o r y - w i d e  e l e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  
l a t e  18 90s ,  l o c a l  t h r e e - w a y  r a c e s  l e g i s l a t i v e  r a c e s  in  
C le v e la n d  C oun ty ,  where low er  s o u t h - b o r n  Oklahomans 
c o n s t i t u t e d  21.0% o f  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e .  P o p u l i s t  v o t e s  pro
duced c o r r e l a t i o n s  of  - . 4 6 8 7 6  and - . 4 2 5 1 7  i n  1896 and 
1900, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The P o p u l i s t -  lo w e r  s o u t h e r n  c o r r e 
l a t i o n  in  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  r a c e s  o f  1898 was .2 2 6 1 8 .  This
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As t h i r d  p a r t y  o r g a n i z e r s  s p r e a d  t h e i r  message among 

s o u t h e r n e r s ,  o t h e r  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l a n d s c a p e  o f  Ok

lahoma emerged .  F i n d i n g  h i s  o f f i c e  d i f f i c u l t  and  un rew ard

i n g ,  George  i .  S t e e l e  r e s i g n e d  from t h e  g o v e r n o r s h i p  o f  Ok

lahoma in  November,  1891, and  r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s  n a t i v e  

I n d i a n a .  T e r r i t o r i a l  S e c r e t a r y  R o b e r t  H a r t i n  t h e n  s e r v e d  a s  

t e m p o ra ry  g o v e r n o r  u n t i l  F e b r u a r y ,  IB92, when P r e s i d e n t  Har

r i s o n  a p p o i n t e d  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  ju d g e  Abraham J e f f e r s o n  Seay 

a s  S t e e l e *  s  pe rm anen t  r e p l a c e m e n t .

A. J .  S e a y ' s  a p p o in tm e n t  a s  g o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  Oklahoma T e r 

r i t o r y  was h a r d l y  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  undermine  P o p u l i s t  o r g a n i z 

i n g  e f f o r t s .  Seay was o b e s e ,  a poor  s p e a k e r  and  p o s s e s s e d  

an a n t i - l a b o r  b a ck g ro u n d .  He was born  i n  V i r g i n i a  i n  1832. 

Three  y e a r s  l a t e r  h i s  f a m i l y  moved t o  s o u t h  c e n t r a l  H i s s o u r i  

where Seay grew t o  manhood. P o l i t i c a l l y ,  Seay moved from 

t h e  Whig t o  t h e  Know-Nothing t o  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  b e f o r e  

t h e  C i v i l  War. D ur ing  t h e  war he s e r v e d  i n  t h e  Onion army, 

r i s i n g  t o  t h e  r a n k  o f  L t .  C o lo n e l  b e f o r e  w a r ' s  en d .

A f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  N a r ,  Seay r e t u r n e d  t o  M i s s o u r i  t o  t a k e  up 

b a n k in g  and  law. He u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o n t e s t e d  " S i l v e r  Dick" 

Bland f o r  C o n g re s s  as  a p r o - g o l d  R e p u b l i c a n  i n  t h e  1870s ,  

and t h e n  found  h i s  c a l l i n g  a s  a d i s t r i c t  j u d g e .  During t h e  

G r e a t  S o u th w es t  R a i l r o a d  s t r i k e  Seay g a in e d  n o t o r i e t y  a s  t h e  

f i r s t  j u d g e  t o  i s s u e  an i n j u n c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  K n ig h t s  of  

L abor .  A f t e r  tw e l v e  y e a r s  on t h e  bench  u n io n  men e f f e c t e d

a b b e r a t i o n ,  however ,  was l a r g e l y  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  l o c a l  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .
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h i s  d e f e a t  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  1886.  When P r e s i d e n t  H a r r i s o n  

opened th e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  t o  b la ck  and w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t  

i n  1889 Seay m i g r a t e d  t o  t h e  new l a n d  w i t h  a  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  

j u d g e ' s  commiss ion  i n  h i s  p o c k e t . * "

S e a y ' s  f i r s t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a s  g o v e r n o r  was t o  o r g a n i z e  

l o c a l  g o ve rnm en ts  f o r  t h e  soon t o  be opened t h r e e  m i l l i o n -  

a c r e  Cheyenne and Arapahoe r e s e r v a t i o n ,  l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  w est  

o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  O nass igned  Lands d i s t r i c t .  As Oklahoma was 

a l a n d  o f  s t r a n g e r s ,  t h e  new g o v e r n o r  c h o se  many men whose 

c h a r a c t e r  was q u e s t i o n a b l e .  To h i s  c r e d i t ,  how ever ,  Seay 

was q u ic k  t o  make r e p l a c e m e n t s  once i n d i s c r e t i o n s  were un

c o v e r e d .  The f e d e r a l  governm ent  a l s o  had  opened t o  s e t t l e 

ment t h e  Iowa, Sac & F o r ,  P o t t a w a to m ie  and Shawnee l a n d s ,  

l o c a t e d  to  t h e  e a s t  o f  o l d  Oklahoma, t h e  p r e v i o u s  Sep tem ber .  

The new a n n e x a t i o n s  made r e d i s t r i c t i n g  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  

l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s  f o r  t h e  1893 l e g i s l a t u r e  n e c e s s a r y . * *  

K h i l e  t h e  Oklahoma O r g a n i c  Act o f  1890 e s t a b l i s h e d  b i e n 

n i a l  s e s s i o n s  f o r  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  a s s e m b ly ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

n e g l e c t e d  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  a  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  i n  1892. The 

o b s e s s i o n  w i th  t h e  c a p i t a l  f i g h t  c au s e d  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  l e a v e  

many h o le s  i n  t h e  l e g a l  sy s te m  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y .  Seay c o n 

s i d e r e d  c a l l i n g  t h e  1890 L e g i s l a t u r e  i n t o  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n  t o

*« H arry  E. H e n s l i c k ,  "Abraham J e f f e r s o n  Seay ;  G overnor  o f  
Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ,  1 8 9 2 - 9 3 , "  C h r o n i c l e s  o f  Oklahoma 53, 
no.  1 ( S p r i n g ,  1975) :  2 9 -3 2 ,  42 8 44 and A. J .  Seay ,  "Au
t o b i o g r a p h i c a l  S k e t c h  o f  Abraham J e f f e r s o n  S e a y ' s  P u b l i c  
L i f e , "  Abraham J e f f e r s o n  Seay P a p e r s ,  W es tern  H i s t o r y  
C o l l e c t i o n s ,  O n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma, pp .  6 - 7 .

** H e n s l i c k ,  "A. J .  S e a y , "  pp .  33 -34 ,
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r e c t i f y  t h e  o v e r s i g h t ,  b u t  t h i s  c o u r s e  would r e q u i r e  a s p e 

c i a l  t e r r i t o r y - w i d e  e l e c t i o n  t o  f i l l  v a c a t e d  s e a t s . * ®  As 

t h e  most e x p e d i e n t  c o u r s e ,  Seay a sk ed  Oklahoma's  d e l e g a t e  t o  

C o n g r e s s ,  David  A. Harvey ,  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  p r o p e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  

from W ash ing ton .  At t h i s  p o i n t  Henry E. Asp, t h e  Oklahoma 

s o l i c i t o r  f o r  t h e  S a n t a  Fe f i a i l r o a d  and a m ajo r  R e p u b l i c a n  

p o l i t i c o ,  i n t e r v e n e d  t o  k i l l  any p r o s p e c t i v e  e l e c t i o n  b i l l .  

He t h o u g h t  i t  u n t im e ly  f o r  Oklahoma to  have a g e n e r a l  e l e c 

t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  Cherokee  O u t l e t ,  l o c a t e d  be tw een  t h e  o l d e r  

s e c t i o n s  o f  Oklahoma and K an sas ,  was opened t o  n o n - I n d i a n  

s e t t l e m e n t .  A cco rd ing  t o  Asp " i n t o  i t  w i l l  p a s s  a g r e a t  

body o f  R e p u b l i c a n s  and . . .  { t h i s  w i l l }  s e t t l e  t h e  p o l i 

t i c a l  com p lex io n  o f  t h i s  t e r r i t o r y . "  Such p r a g m a t i c  c o n s i d 

e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  f e d e r a l  a c t i o n s  

would c a r r y  o v e r  i n t o  t h e  b a t t l e  o v e r  s i n g l e  o r  d o u b le  s t a 

t e h o o d  f o r  t h e  Oklahoma and I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r i e s .  Not w ish in g  

t o  be  l a b e l e d  t h e  man who d e r a i l e d  f r e e  e l e c t i o n s  i n  Oklaho

ma, however ,  Seay e v e n t u a l l y  t r a v e l e d  t o  W ashing ton ,  D. C . , 

t o  o b t a i n  t h e  needed  l e g i s l a t i o n .

*® A. M. C o l s o n ,  t h e  C o u n c i l o r  a t  l a r g e ,  r e t u r n e d  t o  Kansas
a f t e r  t h e  1890 L e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h u s  r e q u i r i n g  a t e r r i t o r y -
wide e l e c t i o n .

*» H e n s l i c k ,  "A- J .  S e a y , "  pp .  37 -38 ;  Seay ,  " A u t o b i o g r a p h y , "
p .  4;  Henry E. Asp t o  Hon. A. J .  S eay ,  27 Ju n e  1892 and
Henry E. Asp to  Hon. Jo h n  W. Noble ( S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n 
t e r i o r )  , 8 J u l y  1892, I n t e r i o r  D e p a r tm en t ,  T e r r i t o r i a l
P a p e r s ,  1889-1912 ( M i c r o f i l m ) .
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C o n g re s s  a p p o i n t e d  a t h r e e - m a n  com m iss ion ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of  

Governor  Seay ,  Democrat  L e s l i e  P.  Boss and P o p u l i s t  Samuel 

C r o c k e r ,  t o  c o n d u c t  a  c e n s u s  and l a y  o u t  nev l e g i s l a t i v e  

d i s t r i c t s  f o r  t h e  t e r r i t o r y -  t o  r e a p p o r t i o n  Oklahoma, The 

t h r e e  men c a n v a s s e d  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  i n  a mule drawn army ambu

l a n c e  and e s t i m a t e d  t h e  J u n e ,  1892, p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Oklahoma 

a t  1 2 2 ,0 0 0 ,  o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  d o u b le  t h a t  o f  1890. When t h e  

commission met t o  r e d i s t r i c t  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  Governor  Seay 

fo u n d  h i m s e l f  i n  a d i s t i n c t  m i n o r i t y .  Democrat  Boss  and Po

p u l i s t  C r o c k e r ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r  l a t e r  c l a i m e d ,  ge r rym ande red  

t h e  t e r r i t o r y  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e i r  two p a r t i e s .  R e p u b l i c a n s ,  

however ,  would s t i l l  c a r r y  t h e  C o u n c i l  and t w e l v e  o f  t h e  

t w e n t y - s i x  House s e a t s  w i th  l e s s  th a n  50% of  t h e  v o t e  i n  t h e  

f a l l  e l e c t i o n s . 22

While  t h e  r a c e  o f  1890 c e n t e r e d  on i s s u e s  o f  l o c a l  im por

t a n c e ,  such  a s  p l a c e m e n t  o f  cou n ty  s e a t s  and t h e  c a p i t a l  

f i g h t ,  t h e  1892 campaign  marked a change  to w ard  a g i t a t i n g  

b r o a d e r  q u e s t i o n s .  F o rem o s t  among t h e  i s s u e s  t o  emerge  in  

t h e  1892 campaign was t h e  f i g h t  f o r  " f r e e  hom es ."  To s e c u r e  

a  p a t e n t  t o  l a n d  i n  t h e  O n a ss ig n e d  Lands r e g i o n  a hom es tead

e r  o n ly  had t o  pay a $14 f e e  t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  l a n d  o f f i c e .  In  

t h e  newly  opened l a n d s  e a s t  and w es t  o f  Old Oklahoma, howev

e r ,  an a d d i t i o n a l  c h a r g e  o f  $ 1 .2 5  t o  $ 2 .5 0  p e r  a c r e  was ad

ded t o  r e i m b u r s e  t h e  f e d e r a l  government  f o r  payments  t o  d i s 

22 Samuel C r o c k e r ,  " A u t o b i o g r a p h y , "  Oklahoma H i s t o r i c a l  So
c i e t y ,  pp.  3 3 1 -3 3 9 ;  Abraham J e f f e r s o n  Seay ,  " A u to b io g r a 
phy o f  A. J .  S e a y , "  pp.  11-12 and H e n s l i c k ,  "A. J .  S e a y , "  
p .  38.
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p o s s e s s e d  I n d i a n s .  A l though  t h e  h o m e s t e a d e r ' s  f e e s  were 

s t r e t c h e d  o u t  o v e r  f i v e  y e a r s ,  many of  t h e  p i o n e e r s  m i g r a t 

in g  t o  t h e s e  l a n d s  c o u ld  n o t  r a i s e  t h e  *200 t o  $400 n e c e s 

s a r y  t o  s e c u r e  t i t l e  t o  t h e i r  hom es teads  d u r in g  t h e  d e p r e s 

s io n  o f  t h e  mid-1890s .

As a l o n g - t i m e  a d v o c a t e  o f  h o m e s t e a d e r  i n t e r e s t s ,  Samuel 

C rocker  to o k  up t h e  i s s u e  o f  f r e e  homes f o r  s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  

newly opened r e g i o n s .  R h i l e  t r a v e l i n g  w i th  t h e  c e n s u s  com

m is s io n  in  t h e  Cheyenne and Arapahoe l a n d s ,  C ro c k e r  o r g a n 

ized  O klahom a 's  f i r s t  " F r e e  Homes C lubs"  a t  Cloud C h i e f ,  i n  

R a s h i t a  County .  S e t t l e r s  warmed t o  C r o c k e r ' s  l o g i c  t h a t  

f r e e  l a n d  f o r  t h e  poor was n e c e s s a r y  t o  m a i n t a i n i n g  an  i n d e 

penden t  yeomanry,  t h e  bu lw ark  o f  r e p u b l i c a n  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

The P o p u l i s t  spokesman was a b l e  t o  o r g a n i z e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  

c l u b s  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  l a n d s ,  and th en  c a r r i e d  h i s  campaign t o  

t h e  e a s t  s i d e . * 3

I n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  supremacy i n  t h e  new la n d  

t e r r i t o r i a l  p o l i t i c i a n s  r e v e a l e d  much e a g e r n e s s  i n  r e c r u i t 

in g  f o l l o w e r s  i n  t h e  newly  opened s e c t i o n s .  Rhen t h e  Cher

okee O u t l e t  opened i n  1893 t h e  f r e e  homes i s s u e  d i r e c t l y  a f 

f e c t e d  more t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n .  Men o f  

a l l  p o l i t i c a l  c r e e d s  r e a d i l y  embraced t h e  f r e e  homes i s s u e .  

The r e a l  i s s u e  became which p a r t y  c o u ld  b e s t  s e c u r e  t h e

23 C ro c k e r ,  " A u t o b i o g r a p h y , ” p.  336-39; Dan W. P e e r y ,  "C o lo 
n e l  C rocker  and t h e  Boomer Movement," Ch r o n i c l e s  o f  O kla 
h oma 13, no .  3 (Sep tem ber ,  1935);  294-95 and Tecumseh
H e ra ld  in  t h e  Oklahoma C i t y  Eve n i ng G a z e t t e .  20 Sep tem ber  
1892“
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n eed ed  l e g i s l a t i o n  f rom C o n g r e s s .

The most s u c c e s s f u l  p o l i t i c i a n  t o  r i d e  t h e  f r e e  homes i s 

sue  t o  g r e a t e r  g l o r y  i n  t h e  1890s was t h e  p e r s o n a b l e  Repub

l i c a n  p o s t m a s t e r  o f  G u t h r i e ,  D enn is  T. F ly n n .  F ly n n  had 

been a  f a v o r i t e  t o  win t h e  GOP n o m in a t io n  f o r  d e l e g a t e  t o  

C o n g re ss  i n  1890. As a p e a c e  o f f e r i n g  t o  Oklahoma C i t y  Re

p u b l i c a n s  s t i l l  a n g r y  o v e r  t h e  c a p i t a l  f i g h t ,  however .  Gov

e r n o r  S t e e l e  f o r c e d  t h e  n o m in a t io n  o f  David A. Harvey o f  Ok

lahoma C i t y .  With t h e  c a p i t a l  f i g h t  l a r g e l y  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  

and S t e e l e  r e t i r e d  f rom t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  p o s t  i n  1892, Flynn 

e a s i l y  d i s p l a c e d  Harvey f o r  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  n o m in a t io n  f o r  

d e l e g a t e  and  r o d e  t h e  f r e e  homes i s s u e  t o  e l e c t i o n  i n  Novem

b e r .

F ly n n ,  t h e  son  of  I r i s h  i m m i g r a n t s ,  was born  i n  P h o e n ix -  

v i l l e ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a  i n  1861. His  mother  p l a c e d  him i n  a Ca

t h o l i c  o rp h an ag e  n e a r  B u f f a l o ,  New York, when h i s  f a t h e r  

d i e d  t h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r .  At t h e  age o f  t w e n t y - o n e ,  Flynn 

moved v e s t  t o  s e e k  h i s  f o r t u n e  and e d i t e d  a s m a l l  new spaper  

i n  Iowa b e f o r e  moving on t o  s o u t h  K a n sa s .  I n  t h e  Sunf low er  

S t a t e ,  F lynn  r e a d  l a w ,  was a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  b a r  and s e r v e d  a s  

t h e  c i t y  a t t o r n e y  o f  M edic ine  Lodge f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .  I n  h i s  

s p a r e  t im e  F ly n n  i n v o l v e d  h i m s e l f  i n  t o v n s i t e  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  

t h e  l o a n  b u s i n e s s  and e d i t i n g  a n o t h e r  new spaper .  Through 

h i s  Kansas c o n n e c t i o n s  F lynn  s e c u r e d  t h e  G u t h r i e  p o s t m a s t e r 

s h i p  i n  1889. As a R e p u b l i c a n ,  F ly n n  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  p a r t y  

t h a t  had opened t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  and t h e  p a r t y  o f  a c -
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t i » e  gove rnm en t  i n  t h e  G i ld e d  âg e .  He, t h u s ,  c o n te n d e d  t h a t  

t h e  GOP v a s  f a r  more l i k e l y  t o  p a s s  a f r e e  homes b i l l  t h a n

t h e  D e m o c r a t s . 2*

F l y n n ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  s e i z e  t h e  f r e e  homes i s s u e  came n o t  

o n ly  t h r o u g h  h i s  ova a t t r i b u t e s  a s  a  c a p a b l e  p o l i t i c i a n ,  b u t  

a l s o  t h r o u g h  i n f i g h t i n g  and in c o m p e ten c e  v i t h i n  t h e  P o p u l i s t  

camp i n  18 92. With t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  s o u t h e r n - b o r n  Oklaho

mans i n  t h e  P o p u l i s t  r a n k s ,  f u s i o n  v i t h  t h e  D e m o cra t i c  p a r t y  

became a s i g n i f i c a n t  p o i n t  o f  c o n t e n t i o n  among t h i r d  p a r t y  

s u p p o r t e r s .  The p a r t y  s t i l l  had t h e  shadov  o f  f u s i o n ,  and 

th e n  b e t r a y a l ,  h a n g in g  o v e r  i t  from t h e  f i r s t  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

I n  a s e n s e  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  had been  founded  i n  f u s i o n .  

The o r i g i n a l  Covley C o u n ty ,  Kansas  P e o p l e ' s  movement oved 

i t s  f i r s t  v i c t o r y  l a r g e l y  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  l o c a l  D em o cra t ic  

l e a d e r s  d e c l i n e d  t o  n o m in a te  c a n d i d a t e s  i n  1889. The 1890 

Payne  County v i c t o r y  r e s u l t e d  from t h e  same c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  

For  s o u t h e r n - b o r n  P o p u l i s t s ,  however .  Democra ts  c o n s t i t u t e d  

an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  e l i t e  from v h ic h  t h e y  r e b e l l e d  i n  

j o i n i n g  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y .

I n  t h e  e y es  o f  many p o t e n t i a l  s u p p o r t e r s ,  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  

p a r t y  i n  Oklahoma was i n  j e o p a r d y  o f  becoming a D em o cra t ic  

p a r t y  annex by 1892. I n  t h e  F e b r u a r y ,  1891, e l e c t i o n s  f o r  

c o u n ty  o f f i c e r s .  P o p u l i s t s  f u s e d  v i t h  Democra ts  i n  a l l  b u t  

h e a v i l y  s o u t h e r n - p o p u l a t e d  C l e v e l a n d  Coun ty .  Democrats  

viewed t h e  f u s i o n  a r r a n g e m e n t  a s  more t h a n  s im p ly  an  e x p e d i -

2* V i c t o r  Murdock, " D en n i s  T. F l y n n , "  C h r o n i c l e s  o f  O k la homa 
18, no .  2 {June,  1 940) :  106-13 .



116

e n t  method o f  s e c u r i n g  c o u n ty  o f f i c e s .  Oklahoma C i t y  Democ

r a t s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  wanted t o  m o b i l i z e  c o u n t r y  s u p p o r t  f o r  

t h e i r  town,  b o th  a s  a com m erc ia l  c e n t e r  and a s  a p r o s p e c t i v e  

c a p i t a l  c i t y .  To "cem en t  m utua l  i n t e r e s t s  f o r  f u t u r e  n e e d , "  

a s  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  Oklahoma C i t y  Eveni.ng G a z e t t e  p u t  i t ,  th e y  

were w i l l i n g  t o  t e n d e r  a l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n ty  o f f i c e s  

t o  a l l i a n c e  c a n d i d a t e s  i n  exchange  f o r  l a t e r  c o n s i d e r a 

t i o n s .  25

Oklahoma Democra ts  p r a g m a t i c a l l y  v iewed t h e  P o p u l i s t  r e 

v o l t  a s  a p r im e  o p p o r t u n i t y  ‘ t o  b u i l d  an a n t i - R e p u b l i c a n  ma

j o r i t y  i n  a  n o r t h e r n  d om ina ted  t e r r i t o r y .  D em o cra t s ,  howev

e r ,  sh re w d ly  couched t h e i r  a p p e a l  i n  i d e o l o g i c a l  t e r m s ,  

dow nplay ing  t h e i r  own p r a g m a t i c  m o t i v a t i o n s .  Both p a r t i e s .  

Democrats  c l a i m e d ,  s t o o d  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e i r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  

"W al l  S t r e e t ,  w i th  h e r  t h o u s a n d s  b i l l i o n s  drawn from th e  

sw e a t  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  h o n e s t  t o i l e r s . "  I f  a l l  p a r t i e s  with  

an a n t i - n o r t h e a s t e r n  c a p i t a l i s t  b i a s  u n i t e d  i n  1892, Democ

r a t s  p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  " t h e  mammoth c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  t h e  s y n d i c a t e  

t r u s t s ,  t h e  h ig h  t a r i f f  l a w s ,  t h e  i r o n  k i n g s  and t h e  p l u t o c 

r a t s  o f  t h e  e a s t  w i l l  be  swep t  from p l a c e  and p o w e r , "  t h e y  

p r o p h e s i z e d . 2 *

Oklahoma D em ocra ts  d e v e lo p e d  t h e  same t y p e  o f  a p p e a l  t o  

P o p u l i s t s  t h a t  t h e i r  c o m p a t r i o t s  i n  t h e  South  made i n  1890. 

C on tend ing  a d e q u a t e  r e fo rm  was p o s s i b l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  dom inan t

25 Oklahoma C i t y  Even in g  G a z e t t e ,  23 December 1890. 

25 I b i d . ,  23 December 1890 and 28 J a n u a r y  1891.
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p a r t y ,  s a u t h e r n  p o l i t i c i a n s  en co u rag e d  t h e  A l l i a n c e  t o  l e n d  

i t s  i n f l u e n c e  to  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  p r o g r e s s i v e s  w i t h i n  t h e  De

m o c r a t i c  p a r t y .  A l l i a n c em e n  s u b s e q u e n t l y  e l e c t e d  f o u r  gov

e r n o r s ,  e i g h t  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  and f o r t y - t w o  congressmen  

f o r m a l l y  com m it ted  t o  t h e i r  p r i n c i p l e s .  A l l i a n c e  s u p p o r t ,  

f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  was c r u c i a l  t o  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  James S tephen  

Hogg i n  T ex as .  When Oklahomans went t o  t h e  p o l l s  t o  e l e c t  

co u n ty  o f f i c e r s  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1891, t h e  H o g g -A l l i a n c e  c o a l i 

t i o n  was s t i l l  i n t a c t .  As most s o u t h e r n - b o r n  Oklahomans had 

r e c e n t l y  m i g r a t e d  from T e x a s ,  i t  was n a t u r a l  t h a t  e v e n t s  i n  

t h e i r  fo r m e r  home s t a t e  n a t u r a l l y  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e i r  c h o i c e  o f  

p o l i t i c a l  s t r a t e g y . 27

In  t h e  co u n ty  e l e c t i o n s  o f  1891 Oklahoma Democrats  c a r 

r i e d  C le v e l a n d  County i n  a th r e e - w a y  r a c e ,  and f u s i o n  t i c k 

e t s  were e l e c t e d  i n  a l l  o f  t h e  r e m a in in g  c o u n t i e s ,  e x c e p t  

Logan. I n  Logan Coun ty ,  R e p u b l i c a n s  came c l o s e r  t o  d e f e a t  

i n  1891 t h a n  a t  any o t h e r  e l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  p e r 

i o d .  I r a  N. T e r r i l l ' s  murder o f  a w i t n e s s  a g a i n s t  him i n  a 

c o u r t  c a s e  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  fo r m e r  l e g i s l a t o r ' s  l a n d  c l a i m  i n  

G u t h r i e  two weeks b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n  a c c o u n te d  f o r  t h e  mar

g in  o f  GOP's marg in  o f  v i c t o r y  i n  Logan County i n  1891. 

T e r r i l l ' s  a c t i o n s  s o  o u t r a g e d  l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  t h a t  m a r s h a l s  

had t o  r u s h  him from t h e  c o u n ty  i n  t h e  da rk  o f  t h e  n i g h t  t o  

p r e v e n t  h i s  l y n c h i n g .  E l sew here  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  F us ion  

t i c k e t s  c a r r i e d  t h e  day .  The a n t i - R e p u b l i c a n  v i c t o r y  o f

27 H ic k s ,  The P o p u l i s t  R e v o l t , p .  178 and Oklahoma C i t y  Ev
e n i n g  S a z e t t e ,  Ï2  Â ugü st”T 892.



118

1891 e n c o u r ag e d  Democra ts  t o  promote  c l o s e r  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  

P o p u l i s t i c  e l e m e n t s .  I n  1892, however .  Democra ts  would ex

p e c t  a l a r g e r  s l i c e  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p i e .  Adopt ing  t h e  

s t r a t e g y  o f  t h e i r  Texas  c o u s i n s ,  Oklahoma Democrats  i n c l u d e d  

a c a l l  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a r e g u l a t o r y  r a i l r o a d  com

m is s io n  in  t h e i r  1892 p la t fo rm .* ®

2« P u r c e l l  T e r r i t o r i a l  Topi c , 22 J a n u a ry  and 12 F e b ru a ry  
1901; Norman T r a n s c r i p t , 12 J a n u a r y  and 7 & 28 F e b rua ry  
1891 and Oklahoma C i t y  Ev e n i ng Gaze t t e ,  28 J a n u a r y  1891.
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Throughou t  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  t h e  Oklahoma P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  

s t r u g g l e d  w i th  t h e  i s s u e  o f  f u s i n g  w i th  D em ocra ts  o r  c h a r t 

i n g  an i n d e p e n d e n t  c o u r s e .  H i th  p a r t y  m ach ine ry  i n  t h e  

hands  o f  m i d w e s t e r n e r s  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  t e r r i t o r i a l  conven

t i o n  was s c h e d u l e d  t o  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  t h a t  o f  t h e  D emocra ts  i n  

1692. P r o s p e c t i v e  f u s i o n  was t h e  o b v io u s  m o t iv e .  Once i n  

c o n v e n t i o n ,  h ow ever ,  a n t i - f u s i o n  f o r c e s  s u c c e e d e d  i n  nomi

n a t i n g  one o f  t h e i r  own f o r  t h e  d e l e g a t e  r a c e .  The P o p u l i s t  

nom in a t io n  f o r  d e l e g a t e  t o  C o n g re s s  i n  1892 f e l l  upon a l i t 

t l e  known e d i t o r  and p a r t - t i m e  p r e a c h e r  from D over ,  i n  King

f i s h e r  County ,  N. H. Hard.

I n  l i n e  w i th  t h e i r  c h o i c e  t o  r u n  a s e p a r a t e  t i c k e t ,  Okla 

homa P o p u l i s t s  a d o p te d  a s t r i c t l y  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d ,  o r  

a n t i - f u s i o n ,  p l a t f o r m  i n  1892. They e n d o r s e d  t h e  Omaha 

P l a t f o r m  a s  " t h e  most p ro found  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  r i g h t s  s i n c e  

t h e  memorable Uth day o f  J u l y ,  1776."  The t e r r i t o r i a l  p l a t 

form a l s o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  denounced f u s i o n ,  c a l l e d  f o r  f r e e  

homes and demanded t h a t  C o n g re s s  open t h e  r e m a in in g  I n d i a n  

l a n d s  t o  w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t .  Oklahoma P o p u l i s t s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

e n d o r s e d  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  con

-  119 -
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g r e s s i o n a l  d e l e g a t i o n #  b u t  remained  n o t a b l y  s i l e n t  on t h e  

t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  1890 t e r r i t o r i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  Out o f  j a i l  

on a p p e a l  f o r  h i s  murder c o n v i c t i o n #  I r a  N. T e r r i l l  a t t e n d e d  

t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  a s  a  s p e c t a t o r #  t h r o w in g  a  p a l l  o f  d e s p a i r  

o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  p r o c e e d i n g s . &

L i t t l e  was known# e i t h e r  a t  t h e  t im e  o r  l a t e r #  o f  N. H. 

Ward# t h e  r i g h t f u l l y  o b s c u r e  P o p u l i s t  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  d e l e g a t e  

i n  1892. Having  s e r v e d  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War w i th  G e n e ra l  

Jam es  B. Weaver# t h e  P o p u l i s t  nominee f o r  p r e s i d e n t  i n  1892, 

W ard ' s  war s e r v i c e  was h i s  o n ly  c l a i m  t o  n o t o r i e t y .  As a 

c a n d i d a t e  Ward p roved  w o e f u l l y  i n a d e q u a t e .  H i s  ra m b l in g  

s p e e c h e s  so m et im es  b o r d e r e d  upon p r o f a n i t y .  A p e n c h a n t  f o r  

e x h i b i t i o n i s m  o n ly  p a r t i a l l y  masked h i s  o b v io u s  i n f e r i o r i t y  

a s  a c a n d i d a t e .  P o p u l i s t s  o f  a l l  s h a d e s  soon  came t o  r e c o g 

n i z e  h i s  l a c k  o f  knowledge  on t h e  i s s u e s .  As a wave o f  d i 

s i l l u s i o n m e n t  s p r e a d  o v e r  t h e  P o p u l i s t  e f f o r t ,  many p a r t y  

a c t i v i s t s  t u r n e d  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n s  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  r a c e s  

i n  an  a t t e m p t  t o  s a l v a g e  so m eth in g  from t h e  c a m p a i g n . %

D em ocra ts  p u t  f o r t h  Oklahoma C i t y  l a w y e r  0 .  H. T r a v e r s  

f o r  t h e  D e l e g a t e  r a c e .  A good s p e a k e r  and e x p e r i e n c e d  cam

p a ig n e r #  t h e  D e m o cr a t i c  nominee p roved  f a r  s u p e r i o r  t o  h i s  

P o p u l i s t  c o u n t e r p a r t .  T r a v e r s ' s  o n ly  w eakness  was i n  b e in g

1 Oklahoma C i t y  Even ing  G a z e t t e , 17 August  1892-

2 Frank  He M as te r s  t o  L e s l i e  P.  Boss# 29 Ju n e  1892, L e s l i e  P. 
Ross Pape rs#  W es te rn  H i s t o r y  C o l l e c t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Ok
lahom a;  Norman T r a n s c r i p t ,  18 August  1892: Norman P e o p le s  
Zs iSÊf  2 3 December Î892  and Oklahoma C i t y  Evening  G a z e t t e , 
T5 J a n u a r y  and 19 J u l y  1892.
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a newcomec t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ,  h a v in g  moved t o  Oklahoma i n  

November, 1891. T h i s  f o r c e d  t h e  Democrats  t o  s h e l v e  t h e i r  

t r a d i t i o n a l  " c a r p e t b a g - r u l e "  campaign a g a i n s t  t h e  GOP. I n 

s t e a d  th e y  f o c u s e d  upon t h e  i s s u e  o f  s t a t e h o o d  f o r  Oklahoma. 

The D em ocra t ic  p l a t f o r m  e n d o r s e d  " f r e e  homes,"  c a l l e d  f o r  

u n i t i n g  t h e  Oklahoma and I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r i e s  i n t o  a s i n g l e  

s t a t e ,  demanded e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a r a i l r o a d  com m iss ion ,  r a 

t i f i e d  t h e i r  p a r t y ' s  n a t i o n a l  t i c k e t ,  opposed  mixed s c h o o l s  

and c h a r g ed  t h e  GOP w i th  i m p o r t i n g  Negro v o t e r s  i n t o  t h e  

t e r r i t o r y  f o r  o v e r t l y  p o l i t i c a l  p u r p o s e s .

As t h e  p a r t y  o f  l o c a l i s m .  D emocrats  found  th e  r u l e  o f  o f 

f i c i a l s  a p p o i n t e d  i n  W ashington  " s u b v e r s i v e  o f  f r e e  b o r a  Am

e r i c a n  I n s t i t u t i o n s . "  A cco rd ing  to  one D em ocra t ic  s p o k e s 

man, Oklahomans " i n s t i n c t i v e l y  r e b e l l e d  a g a i n s t  b e i n g  i n  th e  

p o s i t i o n  o f  an o u t l y i n g  p r o v i n c e ,  gove rned  by f o r e i g n  r u 

l e r s "  a p p o i n t e d  i n  W ash ing ton .  With t h e  McKinley T a r i f f  a s  

a major  n a t i o n a l  i s s u e .  Democra ts  a l s o  s t r e s s e d  t h e  n o t i o n  

t h a t  t h e  n e x t  C o n g re s s  would l i k e l y  have  a D em ocra t ic  m a jo r 

i t y ,  and t h u s  b e  more f a v o r a b l e  t o  s o l i c i t a t i o n s  f rom a r e 

p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e i r  own p a r t y .

To s e c u r e  a s  much P o p u l i s t  s u p p o r t  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  T r a v e r s ' s  

campaign manager a sk e d  S id n e y  C l a r k e  to  c a n v a s s  t h e  t e r r i t o 

r y  f o r  t h e  D e m o cra t ic  nominee .  C l a r k e ,  whose c l o s e  t i e s  t o  

t h i r d  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  was w e l l  known, went s o  f a r  a s  t o  en 

d o r s e  a l a r g e  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  P o p u l i s t s *  Omaha P l a t f o r m  i n  

h i s  Oklahoma C i t y  a d d r e s s .  The newly founded Norman Peo-
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p i e * s  Voice ,  which q u i c k l y  became th e  m outhp iece  o f  s o u t h e r n  

Populi sm i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ,  denounced C l a r k e ' s  ap 

p e a l  f o r  P o p u l i s t  s u p p o r t  a s  t h e  same " o l d  t h r e a d - b a r e  prom

i s e s "  Democra ts  i n  t h e  S ou th  had used b e f o r e . 3

A l though  t h e i r  p a r t y  was f o r m a l l y  commit ted  t o  a n o n - f u 

s io n  c o u r s e .  P o p u l i s t s  i n  K i n g f i s h e r ,  Logan and Payne Coun

t i e s  co nc luded  e l e c t i o n  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w i th  l o c a l  D em ocra t ic  

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  F u s i o n i s t  t i c k e t s  a p p e a r e d  i n  one C o u n c i l  and 

t h r e e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s .  D em ocra ts ,  a l s o ,  d e c l i n e d

to  f i e l d  t i c k e t s  i n  one C o u n c i l  and two House d i s t r i c t s  and 

P o p u l i s t s  r e t u r n e d  t h e  f a v o r  i n  a n o t h e r  C o u n c i l  and two o t h 

e r  House d i s t r i c t s .  On e l e c t i o n  day. P o p u l i s t s  c a r r i e d  each  

of  t h e  s e a t s  where D em ocra ts  f a i l e d  t o  f i e l d  c a n d i d a t e s ,  and 

e l e c t e d  t h e i r  f u s i o n  c a n d i d a t e  t o  t h e  C o u n c i l .  Payne Coun

t y  v o t e r s  a l s o  e l e c t e d  a Democrat  and a P o p u l i s t  i n  t h r e e  

way r a c e s .  R e p u b l i c a n s  c a r r i e d  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  

t e r r i t o r y ,  w i th  D emocrats  s e c u r i n g  th e  s o u t h e r n  d i s t r i c t s .  

In  Oklahoma County Samuel C ro c k e r  r a n  f o r  t h e  House s e a t  o f

3 L eande r  Pi tman t o  Hon- S idney  C l a r k e ,  19 Sep tem ber  1892, 
S idney  C l a r k e  P a p e r s ,  Weste rn  H i s t o r y  C o l l e c t i o n ,  U n iv e r 
s i t y  o f  Oklahoma; Oklahoma C i t y  Even ing  Gazet t e ,  19 Sep
tem be r  and 7 O c to b e r  1892 and Norman P e o p l e ’ s  V o i c e . 21
O c to b e r  1892- Oklahoma C i t y  Eveni n g  G a z e t t e ,  29 J u l y  and 
17 August  1892. Al though t h e  D em o cra t s '  s t a t e h o o d  i s s u e  
had s e n t i m e n t a l  a p p e a l  i t  was c l e a r l y  i m p r a c t i c a l  i n  1892- 
Land was t a x  exempt  u n t i l  h o m e s t e a d e r s  p roved  t h e i r  
c l a i m s -  S in c e  th e y  had f i v e  y e a r s  t o  do t h i s ,  t h e  t e r r i 
t o r i a l  t a x  b a s e  would be m i n i s c u l e  u n t i l  s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  
U nass igned  Lands r e g i o n  proved  up i n  1894, and i n a d e q u a t e  
b e f o r e  1898 when Cherokee  S t r i p  l a n d  became t a x a b l e .  In  a 
more p r a c t i c a l  v e i n ,  t h e  P o p u l i s t  p l a t f o r m  c a l l e d  f o r  home 
r u l e  and denounced f e d e r a l  i n t e r f e r e n c e  " i n  m a t t e r s  j u s t l y  
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  l o c a l  t e r r i t o r i a l  g o v e rn m e n t . "
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o u t s p o k e n l y  a n t i - P o p u l i s t  i n c u a b e n t ,  James L. Brown, 

th ro w in g  t h e  e l e c t i o n  t o  a Democrat .*

I n  t h e  D e l e g a t e  r a c e  D enn is  F lynn won a p l u r a l i t y  v i c t o r y  

ov e r  T r a v e r s  w i t h  Sa rd  f i n i s h i n g  a  d i s t a n t  t h i r d .  P o p u l i s t  

o r g a n i z i n g  e f f o r t s  among s o u t h e r n - b o r n  Oklahomans,  and t h e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a t h i r d  p a r t y  p a p e r  a t  Norman, i n  o v e r 

whelmingly  s o u t h e r n  C l e v e l a n d  County ,  s h o u ld  have  expanded 

t h e  P o p u l i s t  p a r t y ' s  e l e c t o r a l  b a s e  f a r  more t h a n  t h e  t h r e e  

p e r c e n t a g e  p o i n t s  Ward g a i n e d  o v e r  C r o c k e r ' s  t o t a l  o f  1890. 

Ward f a i l e d  t o  c a r r y  a s i n g l e  coun ty  and was a b l e  t o  manage 

second  i n  o n ly  C le v e l a n d  and Payne C o u n t i e s .  T r a v e r s  even 

e v i c t e d  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  from second  p l a c e  i n  S a r d ' s  home 

c o u n ty  o f  K i n g f i s h e r .®

Computer a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  1892 r e t u r n s  i n  t h e  D e le g a t e  

r a c e  p r o v i d e s  a f a r  g r e a t e r  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  b a s e s  o f  Okla

homans'  p a r t i s a n  c h o i c e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  d ecad e  o f  t e r r i t o r i a l  

government t h a n  r e t u r n s  f rom  t h e  1890 e l e c t i o n s .  County and 

tow n sh ip  l i n e s  were  moved s l i g h t l y  be tween  t h e  1890 and 1892 

e l e c t i o n s .  As d a t a  from t h e  1900 c e n s u s  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  

b o u n d a r i e s  o f  1892, c o r r e l a t i o n s  be tween  1890 e l e c t i o n  r e 

t u r n s  and 1900 c e n s u s  d a t a  i n v o l v e  a  g r e a t e r  margin  o f  e r r o r  

th a n  f o r  l a t e r  y e a r s .  A g r i c u l t u r a l  d a t a  from t h e  1900 c e n -

* Oklahoma C i t y  Evening  G a z e t t e , 10 & 24 Sep tem ber ,  25 & 26 
O c tober  and 14 November 1892. In t h e  s p a r s e l y  p o p u l a t e d  
w e s t ,  t h e  GOP c a r r i e d  t h e  C o u n c i l  s e a t ,  b u t  s p l i t  t h e  two 
House s e a t s  w i th  t h e  Democrats .

® G u t h r i e  Oklahoma Bepr e s en t a t i ve .  8 November 1894. F lynn  
[Republ ican)  c a r r i e d " 4 4 Z ? %" o f " t h e  v o t e  t o  T r a v e r s  [Democ
r a t )  34.8% and W ard 's  ( P o p u l i s t )  20.5%.
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s u s  c o r r e s p o n d s  more c l o s e l y  t o  t h e  p a t t e r n s  e x i s t i n g  i n  

1892 t h a n  1890 f o r  two a d d i t i o n a l  r e a s o n s :  t h e  1892 r e 

t u r n s *  c l o s e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  t im e  v i t h  th e  1900 c e n s u s ,  and 

t h e  s e v e r e  d r o u g h t  o f  1889 and 1890, v h ich  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e 

t a r d e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  deve lo p m en t  i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  

b e f o r e  1891.

T a b le  3 ,  v h i c h  p r e s e n t s  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  between Oklaho

mans* p l a c e  o f  b i r t h  o r  r a c e  and t h e  1892 g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  

b a l l o t ,  r e v e a l s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  b r o a d e n i n g  o f  t h e  t h i r d  p a r 

ty* s  s e c t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  c o n s i s t e n t  v i t h  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  Popu

l i s m  among s o u t h e r n - b o r a  Oklahomans.  P o p u l i s t  c o r r e l a t i o n s  

w i th  n o r t h e r n e r s  d ropped  from .8 2629  i n  t h e  A u g u s t ,  1890, 

l e g i s l a t i v e  b a l l o t  t o  - . 0 1 5 2 7  i n  1892,  w h i l e  t h i r d  p a r t y  

c o r r e l a t i o n s  wi th  w h i t e  s o u t h e r n e r s  r o s e  from - . 4 9 3 9 4  t o  

. 2 3 1 1 2 .  In  1892 t h e  p a r t y  o f  r e n e g a d e  R e p u b l i c a n s  became a 

t r u e  t h i r d  p a r t y ,  w i th  an  a p p e a l  t h a t  c r o s s e d  s e c t i o n a l  

l i n e s .  The two m a ins t ream  p a r t i e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  r e l y  h e a v i l y  

upon s e c t i o n a l  b a s e s  o f  s u p p o r t .  The b roadened  t h i r d  p a r t y  

a p p e a l ,  however ,  m od e ra ted  most s e c t i o n a l  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  

p a r t y  v o t i n g  compared w i th  1890.&

The c o n v e r s i o n  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  numbers  o f  s o u t h e r n - b o r n  

Oklahomans t o  Popu l i sm  c o n s t i t u t e s  o n ly  p a r t  o f  t h e  e x p l a n a 

t i o n  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y * s  s e c t i o n a l l y  b a l a n c e d  p o l l  of

6 The P e o p le * s  p a r t y  d i d  i n c r e a s e  i t  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  e ac h  
o f  t h e  o t h e r  s e c t i o n a l  g ro u p s  i n  t h e  November e l e c t i o n ,  
b u t  only  s l i g h t l y .  See t h e  s m a l l  m agn i tude  o f  P o p u l i s t  
i n c r e a s e s  in  C l e v e l a n d  and Oklahoma C o u n t i e s  where s o u t h 
e r n - b o r n  Oklahomans dom ina ted  i n  T a b le  4.
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TABLE 3

P l a c e  o f  B i r t h  o r  Race by P a r t i s a n  C h o ice ,  1892*

Race o r  
P l a c e  o f  B i r t h

R e p u b l i c a n
P a r t y

D em o cra t ic
P a r t y

P o p u l i s t
P a r t y

North .4 3 0 3 0 - .3 9 3 1 3 - .0 1 5 2 7

N o r t h e a s t

Midwest

52997

34606

- .4 0 1 1 0

- .3 3 6 2 0

,12273

01277

White  Sou th - . 6 7 6 5 9 .4 5 2 5 7 ,23112

White  B o rd e r  S t a t e s  

White  Lower S o u th

54505

63257

,18910

,63685

.40568

.05124

B la ck s .48386 - . 4 1 1 7 8 - . 0 5 5 0 6

European 38880 - . 0 6 0 4 7 - . 3 8 2 4 7

1892. n i d w e s t e r o - b o r n  Oklahomans ,  who c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  b u lk  

o f  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  A u g u s t ,  1890, e l e c t i o n

* S o u r c e :  G u t h r i e  Oklahoma Re p r e s e n t a t i v e . 11 August  1894
and R o a r k ' s  5% s am ple  o f  t h e  c e n s u s .  See f o o t n o t e  46,  
C h a p t e r  two.
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d e s e r t e d  t h e  P o p u l i s t  c a u s e  i n  l a r g e  numbers long  b e f o r e  t h e  

1892 g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  P o p u l i s t  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  midwest

e r n e r s  dropped f rom .85551 t o  .36518  be tween t h e  August and 

November, 1890 e l e c t i o n s .  These  t h i r d  p a r t y  d e f e c t o r s ,  how

e v e r ,  d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  GOP. Each o f  t h e  t h r e e  p a r t i e s '  

August v o t e  c o r r e l a t e s  g u i t e  s t r o n g l y  w i th  i t s  November b a l 

l o t .  The P o p u l i s t  r e n e g a d e s  s im p ly  d e c l i n e d  t o  v o t e  a t  a l l  

i n  t h e  d e l e g a t e  r a c e . ?

T a b le  4 ,  which p r e s e n t s  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  

b a l l o t  i n  each  o f  t h e  O nass igned  Lands C o u n t i e s  i n  1890 and 

1892, s h e d s  some l i g h t  upon why m id w e s t e rn - b o rn  P o p u l i s t s  

d e c l i n e d  t o  v o t e  i n  November, 1890. The d r o p o u t s  o c c u r r e d  

l a r g e l y  i n  Logan and Payne C o u n t i e s  where f u s i o n  w i th  Democ

r a t s  on t h e  c a p i t a l  i s s u e  i n  t h e  1890 l e g i s l a t u r e  was h i g h l y  

u n p o p u la r .  The d e l e g a t e  e l e c t i o n  took  p l a c e  w h i l e  t h e  1890 

L e g i s l a t u r e  was s t i l l  i n  s e s s i o n .

P o p u l i s t  b e t r a y a l  o f  t h e i r  D em ocra t ic  a l l i e s  on t h e  c a p i 

t a l  i s s u e  gave  K i n g f i s h e r  i t s  chance  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  c a p i t a l  

p r i z e  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  d e l e g a t e  e l e c t i o n .  P o p u l i s t  f o r 

t u n e s  i n  K i n g f i s h e r  Coun ty ,  t h u s ,  were u n a l t e r e d .  The t h i r d  

p a r t y  d id  s u f f e r  some d e c l i n e  i n  i t s  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  v o te  i n

f  The c o r r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  August and November, 1890, 
v o t e s  f o r  each  o f  t h e  p a r t i e s  i s ;  B e p u b l i c a n  . 9 0 1 4 9 ,  De
m o c r a t i c  .89309  and P o p u l i s t  . 9 2 8 6 6 .  As m id w e s t e r n e r s  
c o n s t i t u t e d  41.6% o f  t h e  O nass igned  Lands p o p u l a t i o n ,  a 
m a jo r  s h i f t  i n  t h e i r  p a r t i s a n  a f f i l i a t i o n s  would have su b 
s t a n t i a l l y  a l t e r e d  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  be tween t h e  two s e t s  
o f  e l e c t i o n  r e t u r n s .
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TABLE 4

P o p u l i s t  P e r c e n t  o f  t h e  B a l l o t  by Coun ty ,  1890-1892*

County
L e g i s l a t i v e  

E l e c t i o n  
A ug , ,  1890

D e l e g a t e  
E l e c t i o n  

Nov . ,  1890

D e l e g a t e  
E l e c t i o n  

N ov . ,  1892

Canadian 26-1 2 0 . 8 18 .5

C le v e l a n d 6 . 0 12 .3 2 7 .2

Logan 2 8 .3 17 .8 15.2

K i n g f i s h e r 2 4 .3 2 4 .8 2 4 .7

Oklahoma 7 . 7 11 .4 1 1 . 0

Payne 5 0 .6 3 1 .3 3 5 .0

Canadian  County .  As t h e  GOP v o t e  rem a ined  s t a b l e  w h i le  b o th  

Democrats  and P o p u l i s t s  s u f f e r e d  r e d u c t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  t o t a l s  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l  f i g h t  p r o b a b l y  e x 

p l a i n  t h i s  r e d u c t i o n  a s  v e i l .  I n  C l e v e l a n d  and Oklahoma

* S o u r c e :  G u t h r i e  Wee k l y O klahoma S t a t e  C a p i t a l . 6 Sep tember  
1890 S 8 November 1890 a n d G Ü t h r i ë "  Oklahoma R e p r e s e n t a 
t i v e , 8 November 1894.
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C o u n t i e s  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  advanced ,  b u t  s t i l l  was c l e a r l y  

i n  i t s  i n f a n c y .  The one b r i g h t  s p o t  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  i n  

t h e  1892 e l e c t i o n  v a s  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  growth  o f  P opu l i sm  i n  

h e a v i l y  s o u t h e r n - p o p u l a t e d  C le v e l a n d  County .

T a b le  5 ,  which p r e s e n t s  c o r r e l a t i o n s  be tween  p a r t i s a n  

c h o i c e  in  t h e  two 1890 e l e c t i o n s  and p a r t i s a n  c h o i c e  i n  

1892, r e v e a l s  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  1890 D e l e g a t e  e l e c t i o n  

f o r  P o p u l i s t s .  The t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  189 2 v o t e  i s  much more 

s t r o n g l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  d e l e g a t e  r e s u l t s  t h a n  t h e  l e g i s l a 

t i v e  r e t u r n s  i n  1890- A lthough  r e n e g a d e  P o p u l i s t s  d i d  n o t  

r e t u r n  t o  t h e  GOP i n  t h e  1890 D e l e g a t e  r a c e ,  t h e i r  d e f e c t i o n  

c o n s t i t u t e d  f a r  more t h a n  j u s t  a t e m p o ra ry  f i t  o f  p ig u e  a t  

p a r t y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  The t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  campaign  c e n t e r e d  

upon a m o r a l i s t i c  a p p e a l  t o  shun t h e  new c a p i t a l i s t  e t h i c  of  

e x p l o i t a t i o n .  The w h e e l in g  and d e a l i n g  o f  t h i r d  p a r t y  l e g 

i s l a t o r s  i n  1890 seemed t o  b e t r a y  t h i s  a p p e a l .  Those  e a r l y  

P o p u l i s t s ,  who found  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  p r o t e s t a t i o n s  o f  s u 

p e r i o r  m o r a l i t y  i n s i n c e r e ,  would nev e r  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  Peo

p l e ' s  p a r t y .  P o p u l i s t  t o t a l s  i n  1892 and 1894, a s  w e l l  

a s  F u s i o n i s t  b a l l o t s  i n  1896 and 1898, a l l  c o r r e l a t e  f a r  

more s t r o n g l y  w i th  t h e  1890 D e le g a t e  r e t u r n s  t h a n  t h e  1890 

l e g i s l a t i v e  p o l l .  A com p ar i so n  o f  D e m o cr a t i c  and B e p u b l i c a n  

b a l l o t s  in  1890 and 1892 shows f a r  more c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  t h e  

makeup o f  t h e  m a in s t ream  p a r t y ' s  b a s e  o f  s u p p o r t e r s .  F a i 

l u r e  on t h e  c a p i t a l  r a c e  and t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  P o p u l i s t  James 

L. Mathews on t h e  D e m o cra t ic  p a r t y  D e le g a t e  t i c k e t  ( f o r  t h e
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s h o r t  te rm) p r o v i d e  t h e  most l o g i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  

weaker c o r r e l a t i o n  be tween  t h e  D e m o c r a t ' s  1890 and 1892 

D e l e g a t e  b a l l o t s .

r —  ------  --------- ------
TABLE 5

----------  ------------------------ ,

J P a r t i s a n  C ho ice  i n 1890 by P a r t i s a n  C h o ic e  i n  1892 |

1 ' ■ ■ ................  ”  T

j P a r t i s a n  C h o ic e  j
R e p u b l i c a n

P a r t y ,
1892

1 1 - " - 1 
] D e m o cr a t i c  1 P e o p l e ' s  |  
1 P a r t y ,  |  P a r t y ,  J 
1 1892 1 1892 1

1 1 1
1 1890 Vote  f o r  | 
1 L e g i s l a t u r e  J

1 1 1 
1 1 1 
i 1 I 
1 1 1

1 B e p u b l i c a n  P a r t y  j .8 1677 1 - . 5 2 4 8 7  1 - . 4 2 5 3 5  | 
i l l

1 D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  j - . 7 1 2 0 8 1 .94021  1 - . 2 5 1 7 9  |

j P e o p l e s  P a r t y  | .31971 J - . 7 6 6 5 2  1 .5 5734  |
1 1 1■ .1 ,,, ! . .  1

1 1890 Vote  f o r  ] 
1 D e l e g a t e  J

1 1 ' ' I
1 i i 
I 1 1 
1 1 I 
I I I

j R e p u b l i c a n  P a r t y  | . 9 1 1 4 8 1 - . 2 9 1 1 4  1 - . 7 1 9 8 7  J 
I I I

1 D e m o cr a t i c  P a r t y  ) - . 7 7 4 5 7 I .7 9505  1 .0 4 7 9 7  | 
I I I

1 P e o p l e ' s  Pa r t y  ] - . 06683 1 - . 7 0 6 1 7  1 . 80173  | 
1 1 1

1---------------------------------------- +
1 1 1

+ ------------------- f -------------------- !

♦ S o u r c e :  G u t h r i e  Meek ly  O k lahoma S t a t e  C a p i t a l , 6 Septem
b e r  S 0 November 189Ô a n d ôkï âhomâ Ë ë p r ë s e n t â t i v e . 11 Au
g u s t  1894.
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T a b le  6 ,  which p r e s e n t s  t h e  p a r t i s a n  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  

u rban  r e s i d e n c e  in  1892,  r e v e a l s  a p a t t e r n  g u i t e  c o n s i s t e n t  

with  t h e  1890 r u r a l - u r b a n  p a r t y  breakdown. Township  p r e 

>
TABLE 6

1

1 Urban R e s id e n c e  by P a r t i s a n  C h o ic e , 1892 1

.... ■ 1
t

I1 ' 1 1 1 1

1 County

1
1 R e p u b l i c a n  
i P a r t y  
11 _

1
1 D e m o cra t ic  
) P a r t y

1 4
1 P o p u l i s t  1 
1 P a r t y  J 
i i

I K i n g f i s h e r

1
1
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c i n c t )  l e v e l  v o t e s  f o r  Logan,  K i n g f i s h e r ,  Oklahoma and  Payne 

C o u n t i e s  were  l o c a t e d  f o r  1892. I n  Logan and K i n g f i s h e r  

C o u n t i e s  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  was d e f i n i t e l y  t h e  f a v o r i t e  of  

f a r m e r s  l i v i n g  away from u rb an  a r e a s .  Democra ts  and Repub

l i c a n s  d id  much b e t t e r  i n  t h e  c o s m o p o l i t a n  a r e a s  a round  the  

r a i l r o a d  to w n s .  The r e t a r d e d  growth  o f  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  i n  

Oklahoma Coun ty ,  where S id n ey  C l a r k e  and o t h e r  l e f t - w i n g  De-
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a o c r a t s  u n d e r c u t  t h e  P o p u l i s t  a p p e a l ,  a c c o u n t s  f o r  t h e  weak

e r  r u r a l - u r b a n  c o r r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  c o u n ty  [see  T a b le  5 ) -  

As Payne County s t i l l  had no r a i l  s e r v i c e  i n  1892, t h e  r u r 

a l - u r b a n  c o r r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  c o u n ty  s t i l l  r e m a in  i n s i g n i f i 

c a n t  i n  1892.

A l though  f a r m e r s  needed s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  i n  some c a s e s ,  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  f i r m l y  a f a rm in g  p a t t e r n .  T a b le  7 ,  which p r e s e n t s  

t h e  p a r t i s a n  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ' s  t h r e e  most 

i m p o r t a n t  c r o p s  and two most s i g n i f i c a n t  l i v e s t o c k - r a i s i n g  

o p e r a t i o n s ,  r e v e a l s  a d e f i n i t e  p a r t y  breakdown r e s u l t i n g  

from Oklahoma fa rm ers*  p a t t e r n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e .  As a  p a r t y  

o f  f a r m e r s , P o p u l i s t s  show p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  hog 

r a i s i n g  and each  o f  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ' s  m ajo r  c r o p s .  

The t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  s t r o n g l y  n e g a t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  w i th  c a t t l e  

p e r  farm i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a r m e r - r a n c h e r  

c o n f l i c t ,  and i n  Oklahoma was som eth ing  o f  a h o l d o v e r  from 

t h e  B o o m e r - c a t t l e  ba ro n  f i g h t  o f  t h e  1880s.

The P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  was c l e a r l y  th e  p a r t y  o f  c o r n  and hog 

f a r m e r s  in  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .  P o p u l i s t  c o r r e l a t i o n s  

wi th  c o t t o n  and wheat a c r e a g e  were t o o  weak t o  be  c o n s i d e r e d  

s i g n i f i c a n t .  R e p u b l i c a n s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  showed a p o s i 

t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  o n l y  w i th  wheat  a c r e a g e  and r a n c h i n g .  A l l  

D em ocra t ic  p a r t y  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  p a t t e r n s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  

a r e  g u i t e  weak. The p a r t y  o f  s o u t h e r n e r s ,  s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  

l o s t  a s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  c o t t o n  f a r m e r s  t o  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  

p a r t y  b e f o r e  t h e  C l e v e l a n d  d e p r e s s i o n  o f  th e  m id-1890s .
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C o t t o n ,  however ,  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  more t h a n  10% o f  improved 

a c r e s  i n  o n l y  f o u r  Oklahoma c o u n t i e s . *

TABLE 7

A g r i c l u t u r a l  F a c t o r s  by P a r t i s a n  C h o ic e ,  1892*

I A g r i c u l t u r a l  
1 F a c t o r

( R e p u b l i c a n
1 P a r t y  
1

( D e m o c ra t i c  | 
I P a r t y  i 
1 1

P o p u l i s t  i 
P a r t y  j

i Corn Acreage

1
1
1 - . 4 7 9 1 2
J

1 J
1 I 
1 .0 1 2 5 7  1 
1 1

.5 4879  J

j C o t to n  a c r e a g e 1 - . 4 3 3 0 3 1 .2 2 2 8 4  1 
1 1

.23149  1

1 Wheat Acreage 1 .25264
1

. 1

I - . 3 2 4 2 6  I
1 i 
1 1

.10792  1

i Hogs pe r  farm

J
1
1 - .420,82 
1

1 J
1 i 
1 - . 1 8 9 5 7  1 
1 1

.73294  1

1 C a t t l e  p e r  fa rm j .20644 1 .25559  1 
] 1

- . 5 6 2 9 2  1

To t u r n  a c o n s i s t e n t  p r o f i t  b o th  c o r n  and c o t t o n  f a r m e r s  

need 30 i n c h e s  o f  r a i n f a l l  p e r  y e a r .  The wheat  b e l t ,  on t h e  

o t h e r  hand ,  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  l i e s  be tween t h e  20 and 3 0 - in ch  

r a i n f a l l  l i n e s  on t h e  G r e a t  P l a i n s . *  In  N e b ra sk a ,  David

♦ Source ;  G u t h r i e  Oklahoma Repr e s e n t a t i v e , 11 August 1894 
and T w e l f th  C e n s u s ,  Ï9Ô0, A g r i c u l t u r e  ( P a r t  I ) ,  pp.  
179-80, 293-94 ,  43 3 ,  470 S 4 7 l 7

» In  1900 Oklahoma f a r m e r s  d e v o te d  1 , 3 2 0 ,5 0 6  a c r e s  t o  c o r n ,  
1 ,2 7 9 ,8 2 6  a c r e s  t o  wheat and 240 ,678  a c r e s  t o  c o t t o n .  
C l e v e l a n d ,  G r e e r ,  L i n c o l n  and P o t t a w a to m ie  were t h e  on ly  
c o u n t i e s  t o  have  more th a n  10% o f  t h e i r  im proved a c r e s  
p l a n t e d  i n  c o t t o n  by 1900-
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T rask  has  shown t h a t  P o p u l i sm  was s t r o n g e s t  among f a r m e r s  

who a t t e m p t e d  t o  r a i s e  c o r n  i n  t h e  d r y e r  wheat b e l t .  He 

goes  on t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e i r  c o n v e r s i o n  t o  wheat i n  t h e  

l a t e  1890s,  when wheat p r i c e s  were r i s i n g ,  a c c o u n t s  f o r  t h e  

demise  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y . i *  Map I I ,  however ,  shows t h a t  

t h e  wheat  b e l t  i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  s t r a d d l e d  t h e  30 

in c h  r a i n f a l l  l i n e .  Map I I I  h e l p s  e x p l a i n  t h i s  seeming  

a b e r a t i o n .  The wheat b e l t  i n  Oklahoma f o l l o w e d  th e  two main 

n o r t h - s o u t h  r a i l  l i n e s ,  i h e a t  i s  t h e  c r o p  o f  t h e  c o sm o p o l i 

t a n  c u l t u r e  in  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .

The R e p u b l i c a n  wheat f a r m e r  r e a d i l y  e n t e r e d  t h e  cosm opol

i t a n  world o f  a g r i b u s i n e s s  where he e x p e c t e d  a l a r g e r  com

m e r c i a l  o p e r a t i o n ,  w i th  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  f e r t i l i z e r  

and m ach inery ,  t o  p r o v i d e  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  margin  o f  p r o f i t .  

R e p u b l i c a n s ,  a l o n e ,  show a p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  w i th  farm 

machinery  i n  1892 f . 17667) .  The w eakness  o f  t h i s  c o r r e l a 

t i o n ,  however ,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  s low c a p i t a l  a c c u m u l a t i o n  h i n -

Because  o f  poor  s o i l  l i t t l e  f a rm in g  o c c u r r e d  beyond th e  
26" r a i n f a l l  l i n e  i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ,  which r o u g h ly  
p a r a l l e l s  t h e  b o r d e r  b e tw een  t h e  Bed Bed P l a i n s  o f  t h e  
e a s t e r n  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  and t h e  Gypsum H i l l s  o f  th e  
w e s te rn  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y .

1 0  David S .  T r a s k ,  "N eb rask a  Popu l ism  a s  a Response  t o  E n v i 
ro n m e n ta l  and P o l i t i c a l  P r o b l e m s , "  i n  B r i a n  C. B l o u e t  and 
F r e d e r i c k  C. Luebke ( e d s . ) .  The Gre a t  P l a i n s .  E n v i r o n ment 
and C u l t u r e  { L in co ln :  O n i v e r s i t y  o f  N ebraska ,  1 9 79) ,  pp.
65 & 7 5 .  I n  t h e  1890s Oklahoma P o p u l i s t s  showed r e a l
s t r e n g t h  i n  on ly  t h r e e  o f  t h e  n i n e  c o r n - b e l t  c o u n t i e s  
west  of  t h e  30" r a i n f a l l  l i n e :  Roods Coun ty ,  i n  t h e  C her 
okee  S t r i p ,  which would open t o  w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t  o n l y  i n  
1893, Dewey Coun ty ,  i n  t h e  Cheyenne and Arapahoe Lands 
and G re e r  County ,  which was s e p a r a t e d  from Texas  and a t 
t a c h e d  to  Oklahoma i n  1896,
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deced  m e c h a n iz a t io n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  t e r r i t o r i a l  y e a r s . n  The 

in v e s t m e n t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  mount a mechanized  o p e r a t i o n  no rm a l

l y  r e q u i r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e b t  f o r  t h e  newly s e t t l e d  f a r m e r .  

When th e  O nass igned  Lands  f a r m e r s  p roved  t h e i r  c l a i m s  i n  

1894 t h e i r  l a n d s  became m o r t g a g e a b l e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  farm 

d e b t  f i g u r e s  from t h e  1890 c e n s u s  a r e  n o t  u s a b l e  f o r  Oklaho

ma, which opened t o  w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t  o n l y  t h e  y e a r  b e f o r e ,  

and a r e  n o t  r e p e a t e d  i n  t h e  1900 c e n s u s .  I n  K ansas ,  howev

e r ,  B ep u b l i ca n  f a r m e r s  t e n d e d  t o  ru n  up f a r  g r e a t e r  d e b t s  

th a n  P o p u l i s t s  on such c o m m e rc i a l i z e d  v e n t u r e s . *2

I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  a g r i b u s i n e s s  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  Bepub

l i c a n  wheat f a r m e r .  P o p u l i s t s  engaged  i n  a more t r a d i t i o n a l  

f a m i ly  o p e r a t i o n .  Corn f a r m e r s  i n v e s t e d  f a r  l e s s  on f e n c i n g  

and l i v e s t o c k  t h a n  wheat  f a r m e r s  d id  on m a c h i n e r y .  As th e  

f a m i ly  f a r m e r ' s  homestead  c o n s t i t u t e d  b o t h  h i s  b u s i n e s s  and 

h i s  l e g a c y ,  he was f a r  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  m o r tg ag e  i t  i n  an a t -

t : A l l  l a t e r  SOP c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  t h e  v a lu e  o f  f a rm  im p le 
ments and m ach inery  a r e  s t r o n g e r  ( f o r  I n s t a n c e ,  .56239  i n  
1894) .  I n  1892 P o p u l i s t s  showed s l i g h t l y  s t r o n g e r  c o r r e 
l a t i o n s  t h a n  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  w i th  p e r c e n t  improved
a c r e s .  For t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  1890s t h e  GOP c o r r e l a t i o n  was 
s t r o n g e s t .  None o f  t h e  p a r t i s a n  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  p e r 
c e n t  improved a c r e s ,  however ,  was l a r g e  enough t o  be con
s i d e r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t .  Homestead e n t r y  made a l l  fa rm s  th e  
same s i z e  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  Only t h r o u g h  s a l e  and p u r 
c h a s e ,  which f i r s t  r e q u i r e d  c a p i t a l  a c c u m u l a t i o n ,  would 
farm s i z e s  change s i g n i f i c a n t l y .

1 2  P e t e r  H. A r g e r s i n g e r ,  Popul i s m  and P o l i t i c s ; Wil l i a m
à i f E e d  P e f f e r  and t h e  P e o f i l g l s  f i a r t j  [L e x in g to n :  U n ive r 
s i t y  of Kentucky P r e s s ,  1 9 7 4 ) ,  p.  62 ; W al te r  T. K. Nu
g e n t ,  "Some P a r a m e te r s  o f  P o p u l i s m ,"  A g r i c u l t u r a l  H i s t o r y  
40,  no. 4 [S p r in g ,  1966);  264 .  Wheat,  c o r n  and c o t t o n
a c r e a g e  c o r r e l a t e  w i th  t h e  v a l u e  o f  im p lem en ts  and ma
c h in e r y  pe r  fa rm  a t  . 8 8 9 0 5 ,  - . 5 4 6 3 3  and - . 3 9 4 3 4 ,  r e s p e c 
t i v e l y .
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tem p t  t o  m echanize  h i s  f a rm .  Host i m p o r t a n t ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  

p in  h i s  h o p es  on t h e  m arke t  v a l u e  o f  a s i n g l e  c r o p  t h e  Popu

l i s t  c o r n  f a r m e r  engaged  i n  a more d i v e r s i f i e d  o p e r a t i o n .  

I t  i s  an axiom o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  econom ics  t h a t  t e n  b u s h e l s  of  

co rn  w i l l  p u t  100 pounds on a hog.  The P o p u l i s t  c o r r e l a t i o n  

w i th  hogs  p e r  fa rm i n  1892 was even s t r o n g e r  th a n  f o r  c o rn  

a c r e a g e .  The c o r n - h o g  f a r m e r  c o u ld  e i t h e r  f e e d  h i s  c o r n  t o  

h i s  hogs o r  p l a c e  b o th  co m m odi t ie s  on t h e  m arke t  s e p a r a t e l y .  

Between 1865 and 1897 c o r n  and pork p r i c e s  f l u c t u a t e d  so  as  

t o  make one o f  t h e s e  o p t i o n s  p r o f i t a b l e  i n  a l l  b u t  t h r e e

y e a r s .  As wheat and c o t t o n  p r i c e s  plummeted i n  t h e  e a r l y

and mid-1B90s t h e  v a g a r i e s  o f  t h e  m a r k e t p l a c e  a f f e c t e d  th e  

P o p u l i s t  c o r n - h o g  f a r m e r  f a r  l e s s  t h a n  t h e y  d i d  h i s  main

s t r e a m  p a r t y  c o u s i n s . *3

T a b le  8 ,  which p r e s e n t s  t h e  p a r t i s a n  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  a 

v a r i e t y  of  economic  f a c t o r s ,  f u r t h e r  s u b s t a n t i a t e s  an e c o 

nomic c l e a v a g e  t o  p a r t y  o r i e n t a t i o n  i n  1 8 9 2 .Although  t h e

p a r t i s a n  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  t h e  v a l u e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o -

‘ 3 F red  A. Shannon, The F a r m e r [ s  L a s t  F r o n t i e r ,  A g r i c u l t u r e  
1860-1897 (New York: R i n e h a r t  and Co, 1945) ,  pp .  165-68 .  
H i s t o r i c a l  S t a t i s t i c s  o f  t h e  g n i t e d  S t a t e s :  C o l o n i a l
Times t o  1957 (W ash ing ton ,  Bureau o f  t h e  C en su s ,  1960) ,  
pp .  29Ô, 296-96 and 3 0 1 -0 2 .  C o t to n  must a l s o  be c o n s i d 
e r e d  a s a f e r  c r o p  t h a n  wheat due t o  i t s  g r e a t e r  d r o u g h t  
r e s i s t a n c e .  The s t r o n g e r  P o p u l i s t  c o r r e l a t i o n  w i th  hogs 
p e r  fa rm th a n  c o rn  a c r e a g e  v e r i f i e s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i r d  
p a r t y  v o t e r s  were d i v e r s i f i e d  o p e r a t o r s .  S u b s i s t e n c e  
f a r m e r s  grew c o rn  f o r  human consum pt ion  and some commer
c i a l  f a r m e r s  grew a l i t t l e  c o r n  to  f e e d  l i v e s t o c k  w i th o u t  
e n t e r i n g  t h e  c o r n - h o g  c y c l e .  These  men were l e s s  l i k e l y  
t o  vo te  P o p u l i s t ,  and t h u s ,  r e d u c e d  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  
c o r r e l a t i o n  wi th  c o rn  a c r e a g e  below t h a t  o f  h o g s  per  
fa rm.
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TABLE 8

Economie F a c t o r s  by P a r t i s a n  C h o ic e ,  1892*

i Economic 
1 F a c t o r s

1----- —
i S e p u b l i c a n  
1 P a r t y
t

T------  --------
I D e m o c r a t i c  
1 P a r t y

T---  1
I P o p u l i s t  1
1 P a r t y  j 
1 1

I Value of A g r i c u l t u r e  
] Per  Improved Acre

J
1
1 - . 2 4 2 3 8  
1 1

1
1
I .0 8 9 1 0  
1 1

1 1
I 1 
1 .27421  1
1 II 1

1 Value  of  A g r i c u l t u r e  
I P e r  Farm

1 .04830  
11 . .

I .27309  
1

1 I
1 - . 3 9 8 4 8  1
1 1 1 1

i Va lue  of 
1 Farm Machinery

1
1
1 .1 7 6 6 7  
1

1
1 .0 3 5 4 4
1
1

1—  1 
1 1
1 - . 2 5 2 5 0  1 
i i

] Tenancy,
1 Cash S S h a re

1
1 - . 4 4 0 4 4  
1

1 ... ...........
1
1 .09324  
I

1 1
1 .4 0232  1 
1 1

i Cash Tenancy 1 - . 2 5 3 3 5  
1

I - . 0 6 3 0 9  
1

I .37741  1 
1 1

1 S h a r e  Tenancy 1 - . 5 0 4 0 7  
1

1 .1 7 3 0 8 1 .3 7 7 4 3  1
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d u c t s  p e r  im proved  a c r e  a r e  a l m o s t  n i l ,  t h e  n e g a t i v e  Popu

l i s t  c o r r e l a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  v a l u e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  p e r  

fa rm s u g g e s t s  t h a t  P o p u l i s t  f a m i l y  f a r m e r s  were l e s s  s u c 

* S o u r c e :  G u t h r i e  Okl a h o ma Bepr e s e n t a t i v e , 11 August 1894
and T w e l f th  C en su s ,  1900, Manuf a c t u r i n g  ( P a r t  I I ) ,  p.  
730-31  A g r i c u l t u r e ( P a r t  I ) ,  pp .  Î 1 5 ,  293-94  and House
E x e c u t i v e  Document 3089,  Repor t  o f  t he  Gove r n o r  o f  O k la 
homa, 52nd C o n g r e s s ,  2nd s e s s i o n .  Vol.  XIV (1 8 9 3 ) ,  pp.  
469-70 .
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c e s s f u l  a t  maximiz ing p r o f i t s  th a n  t h e i r  m a ins t ream  p a r t y  

c o u n t e r p a r t s .  A l l  o f  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  t h e  v a l u e  o f  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  i n  1892, however ,  a r e  t o o  weak t o  be 

c o n s i d e r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t .

Another s i g n i f i c a n t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r ,  t e n a n c y ,  does  

a p p e a r  t o  have  p r o g r e s s e d  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where i t  a f f e c t e d  

fa rm ers*  p a r t i s a n  c h o i c e .  A l though  R e p u b l i c a n s  c o u l d  t a k e  

c r e d i t  f o r  g i v i n g  f a r m e r s  a new ch an ce  a t  f r e e h o l d  t e n u r e  

th ro u g h  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  Homestead Act and open in g  t h e  O klaho

ma T e r r i t o r y  t o  n o n - I n d i a n  s e t t l e m e n t ,  m i g r a n t s  t o  t h e  

"P rom ised  Land" who q u i c k l y  f e l l  i n t o  t e n a n c y  found th e  

60P*s pan acea  o f  h a rd  work and s e l f  h e l p  l e s s  r e w a r d i n g  th a n  

t h e  P o p u l i s t  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  s u b s t a n t i v e  e q u a l i t y .

C o n s i d e r i n g  c a s h  and s h a r e  t e n a n c y  s e p a r a t e l y  p r o v i d e s  

more i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  t e n a n t  f a r m e r ' s  c h o i c e  o f  p a r t y .  The 

o n ly  r a c i a l  o r  s e c t i o n a l  g roup  t o  have  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o r r e 

l a t i o n  w i th  e i t h e r  form o f  t e n a n c y  was b l a c k s  w i th  s h a r e  

c r o p p in g  a t  . 4 6 2 4 4 .  T h i s  s u g g e s t s  a d i r e c t  i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  

t h e  s o u t h e r n  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n t o  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .  The 

o v e r a l l  R ep u b l i ca n  c o r r e l a t i o n  w i th  s h a r e  t e n a n c y  i n  1892, 

however ,  was - . 5 0 4 0 7 .  White  R e p u b l i c a n s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  s to o d  

i n  s t a r k  c o n t r a s t  t o  b l a c k s  i n  t h e i r  p a t t e r n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e .  

T a b le  3 r e v e a l s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  b l a c k  Popu l i sm  i n  

1892. Most b l a c k s ,  h o w ever ,  r e m a in e d  l o y a l  t o  t h e  p a r t y  o f  

e m a n c i p a t i o n .
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Both cash  and s h a r e  t e n a n c y  c o r r e l a t e  p o s i t i v e l y  w i th  u r 

ban r e s i d e n c e  i n  t h e  1890s .  T h i s  c o n f i r m s  t e n a n c y  t o  be a 

p r o d u c t  of  co m m erc ia l  s o c i e t y .  While R e p u b l i c a n s  c o r r e l a t e d  

n e g a t i v e l y  w i th  bo th  t y p e s  o f  t e n a n c y ,  t h e  f i g u r e  f o r  c ash  

t e n a n c y  was f a r  w e ak e r .  I t  was common f o r  s p e c u l a t o r s  t o  

c l a i m  farm la n d  n e a r  u rban  a r e a s  and th e n  r e n t  t h e  p l o t  o u t  

f o r  c a s h  w h i l e  v a l u e s  i n c r e a s e d .  Some o f  t h e s e  r e n t e r s  a p 

p a r e n t l y  a c c e p t e d  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  c o s m o p o l i t a n  c u l t u r e  i n  

which th e y  l i v e d .  H o s t ,  however,  vo ted  t h e  P o p u l i s t  t i c k e t .  

As t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  d id  v e r y  p o o r l y  i n  and n e a r  u rban  a r e a s  

i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t e n a n t s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  

t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  v o t e  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s .  S t r o n g e r  t h i r d  p a r t y  

c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  r u r a l  r e s i d e n c e  where r a i l  l i n e s  s e r v e d  a 

c o u n t y ,  how ever ,  c o n f i r m s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h o s e  l i v i n g  away 

from urban  a r e a s  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  b u lk  o f  P o p u l i s t  s u p p o r t 

e r s .  The P o p u l i s t  c h a r g e  t h a t  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  c a p i 

t a l i s m  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  w iden ing  gap be tween r i c h  and 

poor  had g r e a t  a p p e a l ,  b o th  f o r  t h o s e  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  l e f t  be 

h in d  i n  t h e  h i n t e r l a n d  and  t h o s e  d e f e a t e d  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  

f o r  w eal th  i n  more c o s m o p o l i t a n  s e t t i n g s .

Almost a l l  a c c o u n t s  o f  Popul i sm  a s s o c i a t e  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  

p a r t y  with a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o v e r t y .  The t h i r d  p a r t y  c o r r e l a 

t i o n  w i th  t a x a b l e  w e a l th  p e r  c a p i t a  i n  1892 v e r i f i e s  t h i s  

s t e r e o t y p e  f o r  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .  The c o r r e l a t i o n s  

between p a r t i s a n  c h o i c e  i n  1892 and w e a l th  i n  1900, when th e  

v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  h o m es tead s  were t a x e d ,  a r e  q u i t e  s i m i l a r .
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The e x c l u s i o n  o f  l a n d  from t a x a t i o n  i n  1892, t h e r e f o r e  d id  

n o t  make s u ch  f i g u r e s  u n u s a b l e .  T a x a b le  w e a l th  i n  1892 c o r 

r e l a t e s  most s t r o n g l y  w i th  u rb a n  f a c t o r s ,  such  a s  t h e  v a l u e  

o f  m a n u f a c tu r e d  goods  ( . 8 9 2 6 0 ) ,  and a g r i b u s i n e s s  v a r i a b l e s ,  

such  a s  t h e  v a l u e  o f  fa rm m ach inery  ( .78050) and t h e  v a l u e  

o f  farm p r o d u c t s  p e r  f a rm  ( . 8 0 6 2 9 ) .  T a b le  8 shows each  o f  

t h e s e  f a c t o r s  t o  be n e g a t i v e l y  c o r r e l a t e d  w i th  Popu l i sm  i n  

1892.

As t h e  d a t e  f o r  t h e  sec o n d  t e r r i t o r i a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  

n e a r e d .  Governor  A. J .  Seay w ro te  Samuel C ro c k e r  t o  in fo rm  

him t h a t  w h i l e  he had l e a r n e d  much on how t o  r e d i s t r i c t  l e g 

i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s  from t h e  P o p u l i s t  l e a d e r ,  he i n t e n d e d  t o  

t e a c h  h i s  a d v e r s a r y  even more on how t o  o r g a n i z e  a l e g i s l a 

t u r e .  Not a man t o  s h r i n k  from a c h a l l e n g e ,  C ro c k e r  t r a v 

e l e d  t o  G u t h r i e  f o r  t h e  o p e n in g  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  J an u 

a r y ,  1893. While R e p u b l i c a n s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a  m a j o r i t y  i n  t h e  

C o u n c i l  t h e y  h e l d  o n ly  t w e l v e  o f  t w e n t y - s i x  s e a t s  i n  t h e  

House. R e p u b l i c a n s ,  how ever ,  s e c u r e d  t h e  l o y a l  s u p p o r t  o f  

D em ocra t ic  r a n c h e r  James  L. S t o v a l l ,  o f  C le v e l a n d  County .  

GOP r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  p la y ed  upon S t o v a l l ' s  f e a r  t h a t  h i s  De

m o c r a t i c  c o l l è g u e s  might  d e s e r t  him on a  P o p u l i s t  c h a l l e n g e  

t o  h i s  s e a t  i n  a d e a l  t o  e f f e c t  a l e g i s l a t i v e  f u s i o n .  With 

t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  v o t e s  on a few minor a p p o i n t m e n t s ,  S t o v a l l  

r em a ined  l o y a l  t o  t h e  GOP i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  

House.**

** C r o c k e r ,  " A u t o b i o g r a p h y , ” p.  345 and L e s l i e  P. R oss ,  "The 
Second T e r r i t o r i a l  L e g i s l a t u r e , "  S t u r m ' s  Oklahoma Haga-
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P r i o r  t o  t h e  m e e t in g  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h e  D em ocra t ic  

Oklahoma C i t y  Evening G a z e t t e  p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  " t h e  he rm or-  

p h a d i t e  {sic} body o f  two y e a r s  ago w i l l  p r o b a b ly  be t h e  

coming m o d e l . "  To o r g a n i z e  t h e  House i n  1893, how ever ,  i t  

took  t h e  Democra ts  e i g h t  d a y s  and 149 b a l l o t s .  When i t  b e 

came e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e i r  c a u c u s  nominee c o u l d  n o t  win .  Democ

r a t s  f i n a l l y  t u r n e d  to  Thomas B. Waggoner o f  C l e v e l a n d  Coun

t y .  Fo r  Waggoner,  a member o f  t h e  f i r s t  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  h i s  

e l e c t i o n  was a p e r s o n a l  v i c t o r y .  When t h e  D em o cra t ic  con 

v e n t i o n  in  h i s  d i s t r i c t  p a s s e d  o v e r  h i s  name f o r  r e n o m in a 

t i o n  i n  18 9 2 ,  Waggoner r a n  a s  an  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  and won h a n d i 

l y .  As Waggoner had p ro v en  l e s s  th a n  a s t a l w a r t  Democrat  i n  

h i s  i n d e p e n d e n t  cam pa ign ,  h i s  D e m o cra t ic  c o l l e a g u e s  i n  t h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e  s u b s e q u e n t l y  i g n o r e d  t h e  C l e v e l a n d  County l e g i s 

l a t o r ' s  b i d  f o r  t h e  s p e a k e r ' s  n o m i n a t i o n .  Those Democrats  

who had s l i g h t e d  t h e  C l e v e l a n d  County l e g i s l a t o r  were f o r c e d  

t o  s u p p o r t  him i n  t h e  end i n  o r d e r  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  House .  A 

c o a l i t i o n  o f  e i g h t  D e m o cra t s ,  f o u r  P o p u l i s t s  and R ep u b l i c a n  

M. L. S t a n l e y  e l e c t e d  Waggoner t h e  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  second 

l e g i s l a t u r e .  S t a n l e y  was a  b u s i n e s s  p a r t n e r  o f  D em ocra t ic  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a n i e l  P e e r y .  As t h e i r  s l i c e  of  t h e  p i e  Po

p u l i s t s  s e c u r e d  t h e  c h i e f  c l e r k s h i p  f o r  P a t  0 .  C a s s i d y ,  t h e  

e d i t o r  o f  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  new t e r r i t o r i a l  ne w sp a p e r ,  t h e  

G u t h r i e  V e s t  and S o u th .  James  L. Mathews, t h e  D em o -P o p u l i s t  

l e g i s l a t o r  and c a n d i d a t e  f o r  D e l e g a t e  t o  C o n g re s s  i n  1890,

z i n e  6, n o .  3 {May, 1908) ;  8 0 -8 2 .
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became t h e  m essenger  o f  t h e  House.  With R e p u b l i c a n  s u p p o r t  

S t o v a l l  r e t a i n e d  h i s  s e a t . i s

D em ocra ts  and P o p u l i s t s  f a c e d  an even  g r e a t e r  c h a l l e n g e  

i n  t h e  C o u n c i l .  R e p u b l i c a n s  c o n t r o l l e d  s e v e n  o f  t h e  t h i r 

t e e n  s e a t s -  I n  t h e i r  c a u c u s ,  how ever ,  f o u r  e a s t s i d e  Repub

l i c a n s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  L i n c o l n ,  Logan and Payne C o u n t i e s ,  v o t 

ed  th e m s e l v e s  a l l  of t h e  p lums,  l e a v i n g  t h e i r  w e s t s i d e  

c o l l e a g u e s  w i th  t h e  r o l e  o f  l o y a l  s u p p o r t e r s .  H. i .  McCart

n e y ,  o f  K i n g f i s h e r  C ounty ,  a l s o  a member o f  t h e  f i r s t  l e g i s 

l a t u r e ,  d e c l i n e d  t h e  s u b o r d i n a t e  r o l e  and  r e f u s e d  t o  s u p p o r t  

t h e  e a s t s i d e  nom inee ,  0 .  R. Fegan o f  G u t h r i e .  As Fegan was 

a f o l l o w e r  o f  e x - S e n a t o r  John  J .  I n g a l l s ,  o f  K a n sa s ,  Democ

r a t s  and P o p u l i s t s  r e a d i l y  v o l u n t e e r e d  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  t o  

McCartney. C r o c k e r  and L e s l i e  P.  Ross ,  t h e  D e m o cra t ic  Coun

c i l  l e a d e r ,  a p p ro a ch e d  McCartney and  c o n c lu d e d  a d e a l .  Ad

d in g  h i s  own v o t e  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  D em ocra ts  and P o p u l i s t s ,  

McCartney became t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  s ec o n d  Oklahoma Coun

c i l .  Democrats  and P o p u l i s t s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a l s o  r e c e i v e d  t h e  

b u lk  o f  t h e  House p a t r o n a g e  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  l e g i s l a t u r e .

The a c t i o n  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  h i g h l y  e m b a r r a s s e d  Governor  A. 

J .  Seay ,  who was p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  C o u n c i l  chamber a t  t h e  t im e  

o f  t h e  v o t e .  He a b r u p t l y  s to rm e d  ou t  o f  t h e  chamber .  When 

C r o c k e r  and t h e  g o v e r n o r  i n a d v e r t a n t l y  met l a t e r  t h a t  e v e n 

in g  t h e  b u o y a n t  P o p u l i s t  l e a d e r  t e a s e d  Seay  u n m e r c i f u l l y  

a b o u t  h i s  p ro m ise  t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  C ro c k e r  l a -

i s  I b i d . ,  El Reno D a i ly  H e r a l d .  7 December 1892 and Oklahoma 
C i t y  Even ing  G a z e t t e . 16 November 1893.
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t e r  e x p r e s s e d  r e g r e t  a t  a n t a g o n i z i a g  t h e  g o v e r n o r  i n  h i s  

hour  o f  d e f e a t .  C r o c k e r  a d m i t t e d  Seay was "a  p r e t t y  good 

o ld  man* a f t e r  t h e  p a s s i o n s  o f  t h e  e r a  s u b s i d e d . **

A major f a c t o r  i n  C r o c k e r ' s  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  Seay was t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  he p r e s i d e d  o v e r  t h e  most e c o n o m ica l  l e g i s l a t u r e  

i n  t e r r i t o r i a l  h i s t o r y .  P o p u l i s t s  had two r e a s o n s  t o  f a v o r  

economy in  gov e rn m en t .  T h e i r  n e o - r e  p u b l i c a  n mind s e t  a s s o 

c i a t e d  g o v e r n m e n ta l  e x t r a v a g a n c e  w i th  c o r r u p t i o n  and t h e i r  

n a t u r a l  c o n s t i t u e n c y ,  Oklahoma f a r m e r s ,  were  c a s h  poo r  i n  

t h e  1890s.  S i n c e  p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  b u lk  of  t h e  

t e r r i t o r y *  s  f i s c a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  l a r g e  g o v e r m e n ta l  e x p e n d i t u r e s  

c o u l d  b a n k r u p t  h o m e s t e a d e r s .

A l th o u g h  P o p u l i s t s  opposed  e x t r a v a g a n c e  i n  government 

t h i r d  p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r s  proved  w i l l i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  worthy 

p ro g ram s .  P o p u l i s t  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  s u p p o r t e d  

Governor  S e a y ' s  p r o p o s a l  t o  r a i s e  r e v e n u e  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  

th r o u g h  a l i c e n s e  t a x  on l i g u o r  d e a l e r s .  The p r o s p e c t i v e  

o b j e c t s  o f  t h e  t a x ,  how ever ,  may have  a c c o u n te d  f o r  much o f  

t h e i r  a r d o r .  P o p u l i s t  W. B. S tone  i n t r o d u c e d  and s e c u r e d  

p a s s a g e  o f  a r e v i s e d  l i g u o r  code  i n  l i n e  w i th  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  

open ing  message  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  T h i r d  p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r s  

a l s o  u n i f o r m l y  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  measure ,  a s  t h e y  d i d  Democrat  

James K. A l l e n ' s  l o c a l  o p t i o n  b i l l .  The House ,  however ,  

g u i c k l y  k i l l e d  A l l e n ' s  p r o p o s a l  a s  t h e  a u t h o r  c o u ld  g e t  on ly

»» C r o c k e r ,  " A u t o b i o g r a p h y , ” pp .  345-46 and R o ss ,  "The Sec
ond T e r r i t o r i a l  L e g i s l a t u r e , "  pp.  80 -8 2 .
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t h e  P o p u l i s t s  and  t h r e e  R e p u b l i c a n s  t o  s u p p o r t  h im .*?

The e a r l i e s t  e x p e n d i t u r e  t o  a r o u s e  p a s s i o n s  i n  t h e  second  

l e g i s l a t u r e  was R e p u b l i c a n  0 .  R. F e g a n ' s  p r o p o s a l  t o  i n 

c r e a s e  t h e  number and  s a l a r i e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  c l e r k s .  Popu

l i s t s ,  however ,  d id  n o t  oppose  t h e  measure  a s  a u n i t .  Re

p u b l i c a n s  pushed t h e  b i l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  C o u n c i l  w h i l e  p a r t y  

l i n e s  were o b l i t e r a t e d  on t h e  measure  i n  t h e  House.  Seay 

i m m e d ia t e ly  v e to ed  t h e  b i l l .  While l e g i s l a t o r s  g u i c k l y  ov

e r t u r n e d  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  v e t o  t h e  House f i n a l l y  succumbed t o  

t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  w i s h e s  and f a i l e d  t o  a p p o i n t  t h e  e x t r a  h e l p .  

T h ree  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  i n  t h e  a ssem bly  v o t e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  

m easure .  P o p u l i s t  C o u n c i l o r  P i e l d e n  S. P u l l i a m  opposed t h e  

measure  on t h e  g ro u n d s  t h a t  c l e r k s  would be p a i d  more t h a n  

j a n i t o r s , » ®

For  P o p u l i s t s  t h e  most o b n o x io u s  l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e c 

ond l e g i s l a t u r e  c l e a r l y  was t h e  g e n e r a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  b i l l .  

T h i r d  p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r s  h e l d  t h e  measure  up u n t i l  t h e  f i n a l  

day o f  t h e  s e s s i o n .  I n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  s p o n s o r e d  

measure  was a $15 ,000  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f o r  a  t e r r i t o r i a l  e x h i 

b i t  a t  t h e  Columbian E x p o s i t i o n  o f  1893.  T ha t  p o v e r t y  

s t r i c k e n  Oklahoma f a r m e r s  s h o u l d  f i n a n c e  s u p p o r t  o f  " c a p i -

»^ Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  House P r o -  
Sgg l im ag  o f  t ^  Second L e g i s ^ y l e ' à i ^ i b î x ' ô f  ^  T e r r l -  

o f  Oklahoma: B eg in n in g  J a n g a ç z  1 0 ,  1893 [ G u t h r i e :
S t a t e  C a p i t a l  P r i n t i n g  Company),  p .  132.

»® House  J o u r n a l  (1 8 9 3 ) ,  pp.  72 S 128 and Oklahoma T e r r i t o 
r i a l  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  JournaJL o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  
t h e  Second L e g i s l a t i v e  k s s e n b l z  o f  t h e  T e r r i t g r f  o f  O k la 
homa: Be g i n n in g  J a n u a ry  10. 1893 ( G u t h r i e :  S t a t e  C a p i t a l
P r i n t i n g  Company, Ï 8 9 3 ) , pp .  44 -4 5 .
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t a l i s œ ' s  s h o w p iece"  o u t r a g e d  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r s .  

In  t h e  e nd ,  however ,  o n ly  f o u r  Democrats  and one R e p u b l i c a n  

j o i n e d  t h e  P o p u l i s t s  i n  t h e i r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  b i l l .  Coun

c i l o r  P u l l i a m  v o ted  t o  p a s s  t h e  b i l l ,  p r o t e s t i n g  t h e  c h o i c e  

o f  s u p p o r t i n g  " u n w a r r a n t e d  e x t r a v a g a n c e  o r  v o t i n g  a g a i n s t  

needed  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .

T h i r d  p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r s  i n  t h e  sec o n d  a ssem bly  p roved  no 

more s u c c e s s f u l  i n  s e c u r i n g  p o p u l i s t i c  economic l e g i s l a t i o n  

th a n  had t h e i r  p r e d e c e s s o r s  i n  1890. P o p u l i s t  l e g i s l a t o r s  

i n t r o d u c e d  b i l l s  on b o n d in g ,  u s u r y ,  t a x e s ,  l i m i t i n g  con

t r a c t s ,  minimum wage and r e g u l a t i n g  r a i l r o a d s ,  t e l e p h o n e s ,  

t e l e g r a p h s  and m e r c a n t i l e  a g e n c i e s .  Host  were k i l l e d  g u ic k 

l y  i n  c o m m i t t e e .  A P o p u l i s t  b i l l  on c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  which d id  

r e a c h  t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  House l o s t  by a s i n g l e  v o t e -  Repub

l i c a n s  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  b u lk  o f  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n ,  w h i l e  Democ

r a t s  s p l i t  on t h e  i s su e -* ®

M o r a l i t y  and r a c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l s o  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  second 

l e g i s l a t u r e -  P e r h a p s  t h e  most n o t a b l e  a c t  o f  t h e  a ssem bly  

was p a s s a g e  o f  Democrat  C h a r l e s  8 r ig h t s m a n * s  a n t i - g a m b l i n g  

b i l l .  P o p u l i s t s ,  R e p u b l i c a n s  and two o t h e r  Democrats  p a s s e d  

th e  b i l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  House.  Only two l e g i s l a t o r s  [a Democ

r a t  and a R e p u b l i c a n )  opposed  t h e  b i l l  i n  t h e  C o u n c i l .  On 

th e  r a c e  i s s u e ,  L e s l i e  P- Ross  i n t r o d u c e d  a  b i l l  s e g r e g a t i n g

C o u n c i l  J o u r n a l  (1893) ,  pp.  317-18  and House  J o u r n a l  
7 Ï 8 9 3 ) , p l " 3 9 6 .

*® House J o u r n a l  (1 8 9 3 ) ,  pp .  325 & 452-71 and Coun c i l  J o u r 
n a l  (1893) ,  pp.  330-66-
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r a i l r o a d  f a c i l i t i e s  which B e p u b l i c a n s  d e f e a t e d  by a s i n g l e  

v o t e .  P o p u l i s t  C o u n c i l o r  P u l l i a m ,  an  e x -D em o cra t ,  vo ted 

w i th  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  r a c i s m  on t h i s  i s s u e .  He was a b s e n t ,  

how ever ,  when a v o t e  on e s t a b l i s h i n g  a b l a c k  c o l l e g e  a t  

L an g s to n  l i k e w i s e  met d e f e a t .  No v o t e s  on t h e  r a c e  i s s u e  

emerged from t h e  sec o n d  house  i n  1893.21

A l though  t h e  f u s i o n  s t r a t e g y  proved  more s u c c e s s f u l  a t  

t h e  p o l l s  i n  1892 t h a n  d i d  t h a t  o f  t h e  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d -  

e r s ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  o f  t h i r d  p a r t y  advo

c a t e s  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  a ssem b ly  were  a lm o s t  n o n e x i s t e n t .  Popu

l i s t s  i n t r o d u c e d  o n ly  t w e n t y - e i g h t  o f  t h e  304 b i l l s  to  

a p p e a r  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  Only t h r e e  became law.  None o f  

t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  t h i r d  p a r t y  b i l l s  c o u ld  be c o n s i d e r e d  p e r t i 

n e n t  t o  m a jo r  P o p u l i s t  i s s u e s .  While  f u s i o n i s t s  w i t h i n  t h e  

t h i r d  p a r t y  had good r e a s o n  t o  r i d i c u l e  t h e  m id - ro a d  s t r a t e 

gy i n  t h e  d e l e g a t e  r a c e  o f  November, 1892, t h e i r  l a c k  o f  a c 

co m p l i sh m en t  i n  t h e  second  l e g i s l a t u r e  gave m i d - r o a d e r s  am

m u n i t i o n  f o r  f u t u r e  d e b a t e s . 2 2

* *  e a a a s i l  J a a E ftâ i ( i 893 ) ,  p p -  182 s 289 .

2 2  P o p u l i s t  s p o n so re d  law s  e m a n a t in g  f rom t h e  1893 l e g i s l a 
t u r e  i n c l u d e d  House B i l l  no .  59,  on c o n t r a c t s  on c o n d i 
t i o n a l  s a l e  o f  r e a l  e s t a t e  and s t r e e t  r a i l r o a d  equ ipm en t ;  
House B i l l  no .  75 ,  on l i q u o r ,  and C o u n c i l  b i l l  n o .  108, 
on t o w n s h i p s .  C o u n c i l  J o u r n a l  ( 1 8 9 3 ) ,  pp.  3 6 5 -6 6 .



C h a p t e r  VI 

DBHOCB&TS AT THE HELH

As Oklahoma P o p u l i s t s  p r e p a r e d  f o r  a n o t h e r  i n t r a - p a r t y  

b a t t l e  o v e r  f u s i o n  i n  t h e  wake o f  t h e  1893 l e g i s l a t u r e ,  t e r 

r i t o r i a l  Democrats  lo o k e d  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  i n a u g u r a t i o n  o f  Ok

la h o m a 's  f i r s t  n o n - B e p u b l i c a n  g o v e r n o r .  F o r t u i t o u s  c i r c u m s 

t a n c e s  e l e v a t e d  Grover  C l e v e l a n d  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  f o r  th e  

seco n d  t im e  i n  1893. D e f e a t e d  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  on t h e  t a r i f f  

i s s u e  i n  1888 h e  dogged ly  r o d e  a n t i - p r o t e c t i o n i s m  back  t o  

t h e  White House f o u r  y e a r s  l a t e r .  I n  1892 Democrats  cap 

t u r e d  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  and  b o th  h o u s e s  o f  C o n g re s s  f o r  t h e  

f i r s t  t ime  s i n c e  t h e  1850s .

Dur ing  t h e  H a r r i s o n  y e a r s .  R e p u b l i c a n s ,  b o t h  a t  t h e  na 

t i o n a l  and l o c a l  l e v e l s  c o n v e n i e n t l y  p r o v i d e d  a s e r i e s  of 

p o l i c y  e x c e s s e s  f o r  Dem ocra ts  t o  c a p i t a l i z e  on i n  1892. The 

McKinley T a r i f f  o f  1890 seemed t o  f a v o r  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  and 

r a i s e d  p r o t e c t i o n i s m  t o  i t s  h i g h e s t  l e v e l  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y .  High governm ent  e x p e n d i t u r e s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  a l lo w e d  

Democrats  t o  a t t a c k  t h e  GOP " B i l l i o n  D o l l a r  C o n g re s s "  of 

1890. The Lodge " F o r c e  B i l l , "  which t h r e a t e n e d  t o  r e e s t a b 

l i s h  f e d e r a l  o v e r s i g h t  where b l a c k  v o t i n g  r i g h t s  were 

a b r i d g e d ,  a r o u s e d  b o th  w h i t e  s o u t h e r n e r s  and n o r t h e r n  urban

-  1U8 -



149

p o l i t i c a l  b o s s e s  vho f e a r e d  t h e  s e a s a r e  a l s o  cou ld  be a p 

p l i e d  t o  them. I n  t h e  e l e c t o r a l l y  c r u c i a l  midwest  GOP p i e 

t i s t s  pushed p r o h i b i t i o n ,  b l u e  laws  and m easu re s  r e q u i r i n g  

t h e  use  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e  i n  s c h o o l s  w i th  such  z e a l  

t h a t  b a c k l a s h  became i n e v i t a b l e .

Grover  C le v e l a n d  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  l a n d s l i d e  of  1892 a  p e r 

s o n a l  t r i u m p h .  Few c a n d i d a t e s  d e f e a t e d  f o r  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  

had th en  s e c u r e d  r e n o m i n a t i o n  from t h e i r  p a r t y .  F o r t u n a t e l y  

f o r  C l e v e l a n d ,  t h e  D e m o cra t ic  p a r t y  o f  t h e  G i ld ed  Age was 

such a d i f f u s e  c o a l i t i o n  o f  l o c a l  i n t e r e s t s  t h a t  i t  p roduced 

few men who c o u ld  e f f e c t i v e l y  c h a l l e n g e  an a l r e a d y  e s t a b 

l i s h e d  n a t i o n a l  l e a d e r  f o r  p a r t y  h o n o r s .

C l e v e l a n d  composed h i s  s econd  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w i th  p e r s o n 

a l  r a t h e r  than  p a r t y  r u l e  i n  mind. The new p r e s i d e n t  con

demned th e  o f f i c e  s e e k i n g  o f  p a r t y  r e g u l a r s  a s  a " d e m o r a l i z 

in g  madness  f o r  s p o i l s , "  and looked  e l s e w h e r e  f o r  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  t a l e n t .  He f i l l e d  h i s  c a b i n e t  w i th  f r i e n d s  

and men wi th  l i t t l e  p o p u l a r  f o l l o w i n g .  For  P o s t m a s t e r  Gen

e r a l  he ch o se  a fo rm er  law p a r t n e r ,  H i l s o n  B i s s e l l .  As Sec

r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  he a p p o i n t e d  r e n e g a d e  B ep u b l ica n  W a l te r  Q. 

Gresham f o r  A t to r n e y  G e n e r a l  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  ch o se  a l e s s  

th a n  p e r s o n a b l e  r a i l r o a d  l a w y e r ,  R ic h a rd  Olney .  The a p 

p o in tm e n t s  r e v e a l e d  a d e f i n i t e  d i s l i k e ,  p e r h a p s  f e a r  o f ,  

f o r c e f u l  men w i t h  i n d e p e n d e n t  power b a s e s . *

* H. Bayne Morgan, From Ha%s t o  McKinley,  H a t i o n a l  P a r t y  
P o l i t i c s ,  1877- 1 8 9 6 ( S y r a c u s e :  S y racu se  O n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,
Ï 9 6 9 r 7 ” p- 445 -46 .
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To i n s u r e  t h e  v i c t o r y  o f  1892, Democrats  f u s e d  w i th  

P o p u l i s t s  i n  a number o f  w e s te rn  s t a t e s .  F u s io n  was a p r a g 

m a t i c  d e c i s i o n  f o r  w e s t e r n  Democrats t o  keep t h e  p r e s i d e n 

t i a l  e l e c t o r s  from t h i s  n o r m a l ly  B e p u b l i c a n  r e g i o n  o u t  o f  

t h e  GOP column. F u s io n  o r i e n t e d  Oklahoma Democra ts  hoped 

P r e s i d e n t  C l e v e l a n d  would c o n t i n u e  t o  f o s t e r  t h i s  w inning  

s t r a t e g y  w i t h  t h e  a p p o in tm e n t  o f  a man a c c e p t a b l e  t o  Popu

l i s t s  a s  t h e i r  new t e r r i t o r i a l  g o v e r n o r  i n  1893. T h e i r  

hopes  c e n t e r e d  upon t h e  c a n d id a c y  o f  S idney  C l a r k e ,  whose 

c l o s e  t i e s  to  t h i r d  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  were w e l l  known t o  most 

O k lahom ans .2

S idney  C l a r k e  s e c u r e d  a wide r a n g e  o f  s u p p o r t  i n  h i s  b i d  

f o r  t h e  Oklahoma g o v e r n o r s h i p .  Loca l  D em ocra t ic  e x e c u t i v e  

com m it tee  members from h e a v i l y  n o r t h e r n  K i n g f i s h e r  and 

h e a v i l y  s o u t h e r n  P o t t a w a to m ie  C o u n t i e s  promoted h i s  a p p o i n t 

ment.  So d id  D em ocra t ic  e d i t o r s  Frank H cN as te r ,  o f  t h e  Ok

lahoma C i t y  Evening  G a z e t t e  and Mort B i x l e r  o f  t h e  Norman 

S t a t e  Democ r a t .  As a fo r m er  a b o l i t i o n i s t  C l a r k e  a l s o  r e 

c e i v e d  th e  warm s u p p o r t  o f  b l a c k  p o l i t i c o  E. P.  McCabe, " i n  

t h e  name o f  t h e  c o l o r e d  p e o p l e . "  Both o u tg o in g  R ep u b l ican  

D e le g a t e  David A. Harvey and h i s  r e p l a c e m e n t ,  D enn is  T. 

F ly n n ,  a l s o  s e n t  u n s o l i c i t e d  recom m enda t ions  f o r  C l a r k e  t o  

t h e  P r e s i d e n t . 3

2 John D. H ic k s ,  The Po p u l i s t  Rev o l t  (M in n e a p o l i s :  U n i v e r s i 
ty  o f  M inneso ta  P r e s s ,  Ï 9 3 1 ) ,  p p .  255-57 B 265-69 .

3 " L i s t  of  L e t t e r s ,  P e t i t i o n s  and P a p e r s ,  e t c . .  Recommending 
Hon. S id n e y  C la r k e  f o r  Governor o f  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ; "  E. 
P. McCabe to  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  23 March 1893; D. A. Harvey to
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From P o p u l i s t  s o u r c e s  C l a r k e  s e c u r e d  t h e  e n d o r s e m e n t  of 

James  B. R e a v e r ,  t h e  p a r t y ' s  r e c e n t  p r e s i d e n t i a l  nominee ,  

Kansas S e n a t o r  W il l i am  A. P e f f e r  and a number o f  minor t h i r d  

p a r t y  n o t a b l e s .  The most n o t e w o r t h y  P o p u l i s t  recommenda

t i o n s ,  however ,  came from f o r m e r  s p e a k e r  o f  t h e  Oklahoma 

House,  A r t h u r  N. D a n i e l s ,  and C l a r k e ' s  o l d  Boomer c o l l e a g u e ,  

Samuel C r o c k e r .  Both  men were f u s i o n i s t s .  D a n i e l s  s p e c i f i 

c a l l y  m en t io n e d  t h e  e a s e  w i th  which "a  un ion  o f  o u r  p e o p le  

w i th  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  p a r t y "  c o u l d  be a r r a n g e d  w i th  C l a r k e  a s  

g o v e r n o r .  A l though  C r o c k e r ' s  l e t t e r  o f  e n d o rsem e n t  was r e 

s p e c t f u l  and l a u d a t o r y  o f  C l a r k e  he u n t h i n k i n g l y  l i s t e d  h i s  

r e t u r n  a d d r e s s  a s  " ' A g i t a t o r  P l a c e , '  Oklahoma, 0 .  T ."

Whether C r o c k e r ,  who t h e  C le v e l a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  had s e r v e d  

w i th  a t r e a s o n  w a r r a n t  i n  1885, f i g u r e d  i n t o  t h e  new p r e s i 

d e n t ' s  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  o r  n o t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  d e t e r m i n e .  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s o u r c e s  d i d  r e c o g n i z e  C r o c k e r ,  a s  t h e  l i s t  of  

C l a r k e ' s  e n d o r s e m e n t s  i d e n t i f i e d  him a s  "C o l .  Samuel Crock

e r . "  No s u c h  r e f e r e n c e ,  however ,  a p p e a r e d  i n  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  

t h e  p r e s i d e n t .  The P o p u l i s t  l e a d e r  had p i c k e d  up t h e  hono

r a r y  m i l i t a r y  t i t l e  i n  h i s  Boomer d a y s .*

t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  27 March 1893 and D ennis  T- F lynn  t o  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t ,  3 March 1893, S idney  C l a r k e  P a p e r s ,  Weste rn  
H i s t o r y  C o l l e c t i o n s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma.

* A. N. D a n i e l s  t o  Grover  C l e v e l a n d ,  n .  d .  ( r e c e i v e d  23 
March 18 93) and Samuel  C ro c k e r  to  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  6 March 
1893, S idney  C l a r k e  P a p e r s .
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Whether t h r o u g h  o b s t i n a n c e  o r  o b t u s e o e s s ,  Grover  C leve 

l a n d  f o l l o w e d  t h e  p r e c e d e n t  he  s e t  i n  s e l e c t i n g  h i s  c a b i n e t  

and c h o s e  t o  r e j e c t  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  a l l  who a p p l i e d  

f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  g o v e r n o r  o f  Oklahoma. He a sk ed  t e r r i t o 

r i a l  D e m o c r a t i c  c h a i r m an  L e s l i e  P .  Boss t o  p u t  f o r w a r d  a 

n o n - p o l i t i c a l  p r o s p e c t .  Boss  named Norman b a n k e r  Wil l iam 

Cary R enf rew ,  t h e  man c r e d i t e d  w i th  g e t t i n g  t h e  Unass igned  

Lands* t h i r d  c o u n ty  named a f t e r  t h e  D e m o cr a t i c  p r e s i d e n t .  

C l e v e l a n d  i m m e d ia t e ly  t e n d e r e d  R en f ro *  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t .  Fu

s i o n i s t s  i n  b o th  D e m o cra t i c  and P o p u l i s t  camps were s o r e l y  

d i s a p p o i n t e d .  For  t h i r d  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  C l e v e l a n d * s  c h o i c e  

f o r  g o v e r n o r  would d i c t a t e  a m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d  c o a r s e  f o r  

1 8 9 4 . s

W il l iam  Cary Benfrow was b o rn  i n  S m i t h v i l l e ,  North  Caro

l i n a  on May 15, 1845- The son  o f  a  m o d e r a t e l y  w e l l  t o  do

p l a n t e r ,  Renfrew was a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  s c h o o l  u n t i l  1862,  when 

he e n l i s t e d  i n  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  Army. A f t e r  t h e  war Benfrow 

r e l o c a t e d  t o  A r k a n s a s ,  t a k i n g  up r e s i d e n c e  n e a r  R u s s e l l 

v i l l e ,  h a l f  way be tw een  F o r t  Smith  and  L i t t l e  Bock. He soon 

b u i l t  up a p r o s p e r o u s  m e r c a n t i l e  b u s i n e s s  and m a r r i e d  a n a 

t i v e  o f  h i s  a d o p te d  s t a t e . *

5 James F . Morgan, "W i l l i a m  Cary Renf rew ,  Governor  o f  Okla 
homa, 1 8 9 3 -1 8 9 7 ,"  Ch r o n i c l e s  o f  Oklahoma 53,  no .  1 
[S p r in g ,  1975) :  48 .

6 Morgan, "W i l l i am  Cary  R e n f r e w ,"  p. 47
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T hroughou t  h i s  l i f e ,  Benfrow e x h i b i t e d  an e x c e p t i o n a l  t a 

l e n t  f o r  t h e  co m m erc ia l  e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p  c o s m o p o l i t a n  Ameri

c a  e x a l t e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  By t h e  t im e  he 

d i e d  i n  1922 he  would be  one o f  t h e  w e a l t h i e s t  men i n  Okla 

homa. His  b u s i n e s s  c a r e e r  r e v e a l e d  a p h y s i c a l  m o b i l i t y  com

mon t o  many s m a l l  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  o f  t h e  G i ld e d  Age. I t  con

s i s t e d  o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  new s t a r t s ,  r e l a t e d  t o  p r e v i o u s  

e n d e a v o r s  on ly  t h ro u g h  r e i n v e s t m e n t  o f  c a p i t a l  from e a r l i e r  

u n d e r t a k i n g s . 7

I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1889 t h e  l u r e  o f  f r e s h  p r o s p e c t s  i n  t h e  

newly  opened Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  b r o u g h t  Benfrow t o  Norman, 

t h e  on ly  r a i l r o a d  town i n  t h e  O n ass ig n ed  Lands t o  have a 

s o u t h e r n - b o r n  m a j o r i t y .  S in c e  he  moved t o  t h e  new l a n d  a f t 

e r  t h e  A p r i l  22 r u n ,  Benfrow s t a k e d  no c l a i m .  I n s t e a d ,  he 

opened a l u c r a t i v e  l i v e r y  b u s i n e s s  w i th  t h e  c a p i t a l  he 

b r o u g h t  from A r k a n sa s .  Be i n v e s t e d  t h e  p r o f i t s  from t h i s  

e n t e r p r i s e  i n  bank s t o c k ,  u n t i l  i n  1891 he c o n t r o l l e d  a  ma

j o r i t y  s h a r e  i n  t h e  Norman S t a t e  Bank. He a l s o  f r e e l y  s p e 

c u l a t e d  in  town l o t s ,  g u i c k l y  g a i n i n g  t i t l e  t o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

f o u r  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i n  Norman.®

^ P e rh ap s  S m i t h v i l l e ,  N or th  C a r o l i n a  was t h e  o n l y  t r u e  home 
Benfrow e v e r  knew. He was b u r i e d  t h e r e  i n  1922 a f t e r  l i v 
i n g  t h e  l a s t  f i f t y - s i x  y e a r s  o f  h i s  l i f e  i n  A rk a n sa s ,  Mis
s o u r i  and Oklahoma. Morgan, W i l l i a m  Cary Benf row ,"  p. 64.

8 M ichae l  Owen B o a r k ,  "Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y :  F r o n t i e r  Develop
ment,  M i g r a t i o n  and C u l t u r e  A r e a s , "  {Ph. D . ,  S y rac u se  
O n i v e r s i t y ,  1975) ,  p .  350 and Morgan, " W i l l i am  Cary Ben
f r o w , "  p .  47 .
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Benfrow*s  r a p i d  b u s i n e s s  s u c c e s s  e a s i l y  s e c u r e d  him th e  

p r e s i d e n c y  o f  t h e  Norman Board o f  T rade  i n  1890. He a l s o  

s e r v e d  a s  a d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  fo u n d in g  c o n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  t e r 

r i t o r i a l  D e m o cra t ic  p a r t y  and t h e  D e m o cra t ic  N a t i o n a l  Con

v e n t i o n  of 1892. As t h e  e p i to m e  o f  t h e  " s e l f - m a d e  man" Gro

v e r  C le v e l a n d  so  a d m i re d ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  r e a d i l y  t e n d e r e d  

Renfrew t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  a p p o i n t m e n t  once  f e l l o w  N orm ani te ,  

L e s l i e  P.  B o ss ,  e x p l a i n e d  h i s  b a ck g ro u n d .  As i n  t h e  p a s t  

Renfrew f r e e l y  p u l l e d  up s t a k e s  and r e l o c a t e d  f o r  h i s  new 

e n d e a v o r .  Although Norman would c l a i m  him, Renfrew r e s i d e d  

i n  G u th r i e  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  h i s  t e rm  a s  g o v e rn o r  

o f  Oklahoma.*

As a b a n k e r ,  u r b a n i t e  and s p e c u l a t o r  Renfrew would r e 

c e i v e  l i t t l e  s u p p o r t  o r  sympathy from t h e  r i s i n g  f o r c e s  of 

Popul ism i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .  E s s e n t i a l l y  an  e n t r e 

p r e n e u r ,  t h e  new g o v e rn o r  a l s o  had  t o  l e a r n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  of 

p o l i t i c s  on t h e  jo b .  Sworn i n  o n ly  f o u r  d a y s  a f t e r  h i s  a p 

p o in tm e n t ,  R e n f r e w ' s  n a t i v e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  l e d  him t o  a p p o i n t  

Roy V. Hoffman, t h e  e d i t o r  o f  h i s  p a r t y ' s  t e r r i t o r i a l  news

p a p e r ,  t h e  G u t h r i e  Oklahoma Leade r ,  a s  h i s  p e r s o n a l  s e c r e 

t a r y  and a d v i s o r .  F rank  G r e e r ,  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  R ep u b l ica n  

G u t h r i e  Oklahoma S t a t e  C a p i t a l , l o s t  no t im e  i n  l a b e l i n g  h i s  

r i v a l  "Governor  Boy,"  and s u g g e s t i n g  Hoffman was t h e  r e a l  

power beh in d  t h e  t h r o n e  i n  O k l a h o m a . l o

9 I b i d . ,  4 7 - 4 8 .

‘ 0 G u t h r i e  D a i ly  O k lahoma S t a t e  Capi t a l ,  5 June  1893 and 
Morgan, " W i l l i a m  Cary R e n f re w ,"  p p .  4 8 -4 9 .
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&s witb h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  one o f  t h e  new g o v e r n o r ' s  f i r s t  

a c t s  was t o  a p p o i n t  c o u n ty  o f f i c i a l s  f o r  l a n d s  soon t o  be 

opened t o  b l a c k  and w h i te  s e t t l e m e n t .  The ru n  f o r  t h e  Cher

okee O u t l e t ,  l o c a t e d  be tween  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  opened s e c t i o n s  

o f  Oklahoma and t h e  s t a t e  o f  K ansas ,  was s c h e d u l e d  f o r  Sep

tem ber  16, 1893. Vhen H o f fm an ' s  p u b l i s h i n g  company r e c e i v e d  

t h e  p r i n t i n g  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  t h e  new c o u n ty  go v e rn m en ts ,  

c h a r g e s  o f  o f f i c i a l  m a l f e a s a n c e  em erged .  E d i t o r  G re e r  a c 

cu se d  Renfrew o f  f o r c i n g  t h e  new c o u n t y  o f f i c e r s  t o  o r d e r  

s u p p l i e s  f rom Hoffman b e f o r e  r e c e i v i n g  t h e i r  com m iss ions .  

Rumors Renfrew owned h a l f  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  Oklahoma Leader  

a l s o  f r e e l y  c i r c u l a t e d ,  b u t  were  n e v e r  p r o v e n .  The g o v e rn o r  

w e a th e re d  t h e  s to r m  i n  r e l a t i v e  com placency .  The o f f e n s i v e  

l i n k  w i th  Hoffman was s e v e r e d  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1894, when t h e  De

m o c r a t i c  e d i t o r  was a p p o i n t e d  A s s i s t a n t  U n i te d  S t a t e s  A t t o r 

ney f o r  Oklahoma.**

Although  Renfrew p le d g ed  t o  a p p o i n t  men s t r i c t l y  on th e  

b a s i s  o f  m e r i t  i n  h i s  i n a u g u r a l  a d d r e s s ,  t h e  new g o v e rn o r  

p roved  h i g h l y  p a r t i s a n  i n  h i s  s u b s e q u e n t  a c t i o n s .  Once i n  

o f f i c e ,  Benfrow c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  t h r e e  l e a d i n g  

R ep u b l ican  o f f i c e  h o l d e r s :  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  C h a r l e s  Brown,

T r e a s u r e r  Samuel f lu rphy,  and S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n  J o 

seph  P a r k e r .  Acknowledging t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  r i g h t  t o  a Democ

r a t i c  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  Brown r e s i g n e d  im m e d i a t e l y .  Murphy 

promised  t o  l e a v e  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  month,  b u t  t h r o u g h  GOP

** I b i d . ,  pp.  49-50 and G u t h r i e  D a i ly  Oklahoma S t a ^  C a p i 
t a l ,  11 A p r i l  1893.
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p r e s s u e  l i n g e r e d  on f o r  s e v e n  more b e f o r e  r e s i g n i n g .  Ben

frow f i n a l l y  s e c u r e d  a c o u r t  o r d e r  e v i c t i n g  P a r k e r  from o f f 

i c e -  12

While  b a t t l i n g  Murphy and P a r k e r ,  Benfrow a l s o  t u r n e d  h i s  

a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  A g r i c u l 

t u r a l  C o l l e g e .  C h a r g in g  e x t r a v a g a n c e  and m i s a p p r o p r i a t i o n  

o f  t e r r i t o r i a l  f u n d s ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r  d i s c h a r g e d  t h e  e n t i r e  

Board o f  R e g e n t s .  When he  s u b s e q u e n t l y  a p p o i n t e d  t h e  d i r e c 

t o r  o f  h i s  own bank a s  t r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e ,  however ,  

h i s  e n em ies  howled c o n s p i r a c y .  As t h e  P a n i c  o f  1893 s p r e a d  

t o  Oklahoma rumors  t h a t  t h e  F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  Bank o f  Oklahoma 

C i t y  might f a i l  emerged .  I f  i t  d i d ,  R e n f r e w ' s  Norman S t a t e  

Bank would l i k e l y  f o l l o w .  The G overnor  l a t e r  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  

t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e ' s  new t r e a s u r e r  d i v i d e d  t h e  i n s t i 

t u t i o n s  r e s e r v e  fu n d s  be tw een  t h e  two a i l i n g  b a n k s  i n  a 

t i m e l y  f a s h i o n .  The s c a n d a l  s u b s i d e d ,  however ,  when an i n 

v e s t i g a t i n g  c o m m i t t e e  from t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  c o n t r o l l e d  1895 

l e g i s l a t u r e  a m a z in g ly  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  c h a r g e s  

a g a i n s t  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  f o r m e r  r e g e n t s . *3

The P a n ic  o f  1893 and t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  which f o l l o w e d  was 

c l e a r l y  t h e  w o r s t  o f  A m e r i c a ' s  e a r l y  i n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  At 

i t s  n a d i r  economic a c t i v i t y  d e c l i n e d  a b o u t  25%. The a l l  e n 

com pass ing  n a t u r e  o f  r a i l r o a d  e x p a n s i o n  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e 

t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  meant  t h a t  few A m ericans  were s t i l l  i s o l a t e d

» 2  Morgan, "W i l l i a m  Cary R e n f r e w , " p p .  5 0 -5 2 .  

13 I b i d . ,  p p .  52 -5 3 .
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from t h e  a f f e c t s  o f  b u s i n e s s  s t a g n a t i o n .  By t h e  end of  1893 

some 500 banks  and 16,000 b u s i n e s s  f i r m s  had  c l o s e d  t h e i r  

d o o r s .  Between f i f t e e n  and tw e n ty  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  work f o r c e  

was unemployed.  A l though  r e c o v e r y  would b e g i n  i n  1897, most 

i n d u s t r i e s  would n o t  r e t u r n  t o  f u l l  c a p a c i t y  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  

t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y . **

As e a r l y  as  mid-1892 s i g n s  o f  d e c l i n i n g  i n v e s t m e n t ,  which 

c o u l d  l e a d  t o  economic s t a g n a t i o n ,  began t o  em erge .  From a 

t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  view i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  s e e  a number o f  

s e r i o u s  f a u l t s  i n  t h e  American economy o f  t h e  G i ld e d  Age. 

Many i n d u s t r i e s  expanded  f a r  beyond t h e  m ark e t  demands f o r  

t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  and s e r v i c e s .  Between 1880 and 1890, f o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  r a i l r o a d ' s  l a i d  more t h a n  74 ,000  m i l e s  o f  t r a c k .  

Many l i n e s  were  h a s t i l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  s e c u r e  r e g i o n a l  mark

e t s  from p e n e t r a t i o n  o f  c o m p e t i t o r s .  E x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  f u t u r e  

t r a f f i c  where  l a r g e  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  would n e v e r  

e x i s t ,  however ,  b r o u g h t  c r e d i t - r i d d e n  r a i l  l i n e s  t o  t h e i r  

k n e es  i n  t h e  1 8 90s .  O th e r  i n d u s t r i e s  c l o s e l y  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  

f o r t u n e s  o f  r a i l  e x p a n s i o n ,  su ch  a s  s t e e l ,  soon found t h e i r  

own o p e r a t i o n s  o v e r e x t e n d e d  a s  w e l l . * *

As t h e  c e n t e r  o f  bank ing  a c t i v i t y ,  a l a r g e  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  

n a t i o n ' s  r e s e r v e  c a p i t a l  g r a v i t a t e d  t o  New York b a n k s .  In  

t h e  f r e n z y  o f  economic e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  1880s s u ch  r e s o u r c e s

John S p a l d i n g ,  % e a t  D e p r e s s i o n s :  1832r l845»  I S Ê l z l H Z ,
1929-1939 (G lenview ,  I l l i n o i s :  S c o t t ,  Foreman & C o . ,
Î 9 6 6 f ,  pp .  5 8 -59 .

IS H aro ld  D. F a u l k n e r ,  P o l i t i c s , Reform and E x p a n s io n , 
1890-1900 (New York: H a rp e r  and Row, 1 9 59) ,  pp .  141-45.
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s e r e  u sed  f r e e l y  f o r  s p e c u l a t i v e  p u r p o s e s ,  b o th  i n  t h e  i n 

d u s t r i a l  n o r t h e a s t  and t h e  boom a r e a s  o f  t h e  t r a n s - M i s s i s 

s i p p i  B e s t .  The open in g  o f  v a s t  t r a c t s  o f  v i r g i n  f a rm la n d  

i n  t h e  p r a i r i e  s t a t e s ,  and p e n e t r a t i o n  o f  r a i l  l i n e s  i n t o  

t h e  p iedm ont  a r e a s  o f  t h e  S o u th ,  b r o u g h t  a f l o o d  o f  a g r i c u l 

t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  t o  bo th  American and  European  m a r k e t s .  A l t 

hough wages r o s e  s l i g h t l y  i n  t h e  G i ld e d  Age t h e  e x p a n s i o n  of  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  v a s t l y  o u t s t r i p p e d  co n su m p t io n .  T h i s  

s e n t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r i c e s  downward and many w e s t e r n  and 

s o u t h e r n  fa rm s  i n t o  t h e  hands  o f  m o r tg ag e  h o l d e r s .  Between 

1880 and 1890 t h e  f a r m e r ' s  s h a r e  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  w e a l th  p r o 

duced d ropped  from 26% t o  21%. I n d u s t r i e s  d e p en d e n t  upon 

f a r m e r  p r o s p e r i t y ,  such  a s  r a i l r o a d s  and farm m ach inery  ma

n u f a c t u r e r s ,  l i k e w i s e  s u f f e r e d  r e v e r s e s  b e ca u se  o f  t h e  de

c l i n e  i n  American f a r m e r ' s  p u r c h a s i n g  power .**

P e rh a p s  t h e  most im m edia te  p r e c i p i t a n t  o f  t h e  P a n ic  of 

1893 was t h e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  l i q u i d a t i o n  of  European i n v e s t m e n t  

in  t h e  O n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  b e g in n in g  i n  1890* when t h e  London 

banking  house  o f  B a r in g  B r o t h e r s  c o l l a p s e d .  The w i th d ra w a l  

o f  b a d ly  n eeded  c a p i t a l  a t  a  t im e  when American in v e s t m e n t  

was o v e r e x t e n d e d  c a u s e d  a s u b s t a n t i a l  c a l l  on c o l l a t e r a l  

t h a t  by 1893 co u ld  no t  be  met.  The r e s u l t  was a c u r t a i l m e n t  

o f  c r e d i t ,  a d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  v a l u e  o f  s t o c k s ,  numerous bank 

f a i l u r e s  and f i n a l l y  economic  c o l l a p s e . * ?

*6 S p a l d i n g ,  G r e a t  D e p r e s s i o n s ,  pp .  61-6  2 and F a u l k n e r ,  P o l 
i t i c s ,  B e fô rm " in d ”E i i i n i ï ô n ,  pp .  145-46 .

»? Morgan, From Haves  t o McKinl e y ,  p .  446-47 and F a u l k n e r ,
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As economic  s t a g n a t i o n  s p r e a d  o v e r  t h e  n a t i o n  i n  t h e  

S p r i n g  o f  1893, e a s t e r n  b u s i n e s s  i n t e r e s t s  c o n v in c e d  P r e s i 

d e n t  C le v e l a n d  t h a t  a c r i s i s  o f  c o n f i d e n c e  had t r i g g e r e d  th e  

growing d e p r e s s i o n .  The Sherman S i l v e r  P u r c h a s e  Act of 

1890, t h e y  c l a i m e d ,  c a u s e d  i n v e s t o r s  t o  d o u b t  t h e  g o v e rn 

m e n t ' s  commitment t o  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  g o ld  s t a n d a r d .  Between 

1890 and  1893 t h e  r e d e m p t io n  o f  t r e a s u r y  c e r t i f i c a t e s  cau sed  

f e d e r a l  g o ld  r e s e r v e s  t o  d e c l i n e  n e a r l y  $ 1 3 2 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 .  As 

r e s e r v e s  n e a r e d  $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  q u e s t i o n e d  th e  

s o u n d n e s s  o f  t h e  c u r r e n c y  and became t i m i d  i n  t h e i r  i n v e s t 

m en ts .  C l e v e l a n d ' s  a d v i s e r s  c o n v in ce d  t h e  him t h a t  on ly  

t h r o u g h  d r a m a t i c  a c t i o n  t o  s a v e  t h e  g o ld  s t a n d a r d  c o u ld  t h e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  r e s t o r e  i n v e s t o r  c o n f i d e n c e  and r e j u v e n a t e  

t h e  economy.

I n  t h e  campaign o f  1892 G rover  C l e v e l a n d  c a l l e d  f o r  a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  t a r i f f .  A l though  t h o s e  a s s o c i 

a t e d  w i t h  t h e  a f f e c t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  would a l s o  e x h i b i t  a l a c k  

o f  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  D em o cra t ic  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  r e d u c i n g  t h e  

t a r i f f  u n i t e d  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  p a r t y  f a r  more t h a n  t h e  c u r 

r e n c y  i s s u e .  I n s t e a d  o f  u n i t i n g  h i s  p a r t y  w i th  a s p e c i a l  

s e s s i o n  of  C o n g re s s  t o  d e a l  w i th  t h e  t a r i f f ,  C l e v e l a n d  ch o se  

t o  t a c k l e  t h e  money i s s u e  f i r s t  and a s k e d  C o n g re s s  t o  r e p e a l  

t h e  Sherman S i l v e r  P u r c h a s e  Act  o f  1890- The a c t i o n  s p l i t  

t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  p a r t y  b e f o r e  he  had a ch an ce  t o  f u l f i l l  h i s  

campaign p r o m i s e s  on t h e  t a r i f f .

E o l i t i c s ,  Reform and E x p a n s io n ,  p p .  146-47 .
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Men o f  a l l  p a r t i e s  i n  t h e  S ou th  and West e x p r e s s e d  t h e  

o p i n i o n  t h a t  s o m e th in g  more f u n d a m e n ta l  t h a n  i n v e s t o r  c o n f i 

dence  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  P a n i c  o f  1893. S in c e  t h e  C iv 

i l  War t h e  American p o p u l a t i o n  had d o u b le d  and t h e  volume o f  

b u s i n e s s  had  t r i p l e d .  The amount  o f  money i n  c i r c u l a t i o n  t o  

h a n d le  t h i s  i n c r e a s e d  a c t i v i t y ,  however ,  had a c t u a l l y  de 

c l i n e d .  The r e s u l t i n g  d e f l a t i o n ,  t h e y  n o t e d ,  had c au s e d  

economic h a r d s h i p  i n  t h e  c a s h - p o o r  o u t l y i n g  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  

n a t i o n  l o n g  b e f o r e  1893. P r i c e s  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  

had dropped  s t e a d i l y  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  two d e c a d e s .  Mor tgage 

paym ents ,  however ,  had n o t .  As c r e d i t  s t r i n g e n c y  i n c r e a s e d  

so  d id  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s .  The r e d u c e d  p u r c h a s i n g  power o f  

s o u t h e r n  and  w e s t e r n  f a r m e r s ,  c r i t i c s  o f  d e f l a t i o n  c o n t e n d 

ed ,  a l s o  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  unemployment i n  i n d u s t r i a l  America .  

According  t o  s u ch  men t h e  American economy s im p ly  r a n  o u t  o f  

money i n  1893 .  F u r t h e r  r e d u c i n g  t h e  volume of  money t h r o u g h  

r e p e a l  o f  t h e  Sherman S i l v e r  P u r c h a s e  A c t ,  t h e y  c l a i m e d ,  

would on ly  a g g r a v a t e  an  a l r e a d y  d e s p e r a t e  s i t u a t i o n .

By n a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  Oklahomans were poor  and newly s e t 

t l e d  upon t h e  l a n d  when t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  o f  1893 s t r u c k .  C re 

d i t  t o  e r e c t  b u i l d i n g s ,  b u i l d  f e n c e s ,  buy  f e r t i l i z e r ,  s e c u r e  

im plem ents  and buy s e e d  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  f a rm 

e r s .  S e t t l e r s  c o u ld  n o t  m o r tg ag e  t h e i r  l a n d ,  however ,  u n t i l  

t h e y  had p r o v e n  t h e i r  c l a i m s .  The f i v e - y e a r  r e s i d e n c y  p e r 

io d  r e g u i r e m e n t  t o  s e c u r e  t i t l e  t o  a homestead  i n  t h e  Onas- 

s i g n e d  Lands  r e g i o n  of  Oklahoma came i n  1894 f o r  most s e t t -
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l e e s .  While  t i t l e  t o  a hom es tead  gave t h e  e a r l i e r  s e t t l e r  

c o l l a t e r a l  f o r  a m o r t g a g e ,  c r e d i t  was s t i l l  t i g h t .  T i t l e  t o  

t h e  l a n d  a l s o  meant i n c l u s i o n  on t h e  t a x  r o l l s .  Never s e t t 

l e r s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  band c o u ld  u s e  o n ly  t h e i r  h o u s e h o ld  e f 

f e c t s  a s  c o l l a t e r a l  f o r  l o a n s .  As l a t e  a s  1898, however ,  

t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  a v e r a g e  Oklahoma f a m i l y ’ s  h o u s e h o ld  f u r 

n i s h i n g s  was e s t i m a t e d  t o  be o n l y  $ 7 . 5 0 .  Money and c r e d i t  

would be p r im e  i s s u e s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  Oklahoma 

T e r r i t o r y . * ®

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  Oklahoma f a r m e r ' s  l a c k  o f  c r e d i t  i n  

t h e  1890s,  t h e  d e c l i n i n g  p r i c e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  t h a t  

came w i th  d e p r e s s i o n  made h i s  p l i g h t  even w o rse .  Oklahoma 

c o t t o n  p r i c e s  b o t to m e d  o u t  a t  0 .62  a pound i n  December,  

1893, w h i l e  wheat r e a c h e d  i t s  n a d i r  a t  48^ a b u s h e l  a y e a r  

l a t e r .  Blaming t h e  n a t i o n ' s  p rob lem s  on p a t e r n a l i s m ,  t h e  

C l e v e l a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a l s o  suspended  t h e  f r e e  d i s t r i b u 

t i o n  o f  s ee d  t o  t h e  needy i n  1893.  Low commodity p r i c e s ,  

c r e d i t  s t r i n g e n c y  and t h e  new m i g r a n t s '  i n h e r e n t  p o v e r t y  

made t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  1890s  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e s p e r a t e  

p e r i o d  f o r  many Oklahoma f a r m e r s . * *

A l th o u g h  a  s e r i e s  o f  r a d i c a l  p o l i t i c a l  movements can  be 

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a r e a s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d i s t r e s s  i n  t h e  l a t e  

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between p o v e r t y  and t h e

*® Helen  Candee ,  " S o c i a l  C o n d i t i o n s  i n  o u r  Newest T e r r i t o 
r y , "  The F o r u m 25 ( J u n e ,  1898):  431.

** Oklahoma A g r i c u l t u r a l  E xpe r im en t  S t a t i o n ,  Oklahoma Agri -  
c u l u t r a l  S t a t i s t i c s ,  189 4 - 1 947 M i s c e l l a n e o u s  P u b l i c a t i o n  
MP-14, 1947, pp .  13 G 15.
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r i s e  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  i s  more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  th a n  s im p le  

economic  d e t e r m i n i s m .  Hard t i m e s  h a s  been t h e  l o t  o f  t h e  

v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  men and women th r o u g h o u t  r e c o r d e d  h i s t o r y .  

Most,  however ,  l i v e d  o u t  t h e i r  l i v e s  r e s i g n e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  t h e y  would a lw ay s  be p o o r .  T h a t  Kansas  and Oklahoma 

f a r m e r s  c a s t  t h e i r  l o t  w i th  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  a s  t h e  r u r a l  

economy t u r n e d  s o u r  i n  t h e  l a t e  1880s and e a r l y  1890s was 

t h e  e x c e p t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  r u l e .  I f  r u r a l  p o v e r t y  a l o n e  

was t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  R ev o l t  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  

would have e x p e r i e n c e d  a much s t r o n g e r  t h i r d  p a r t y  movement.

I n  good t i m e s  most p e o p le  a r e  q u i t e  c o n t e n t  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  

e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  n a t i o n ' s  o p in io n - m a k in g  e l i t e  on how 

t h e i r  s o c i e t y  s h o u l d  o p e r a t e .  Such e x p l a n a t i o n s  a r e  p a r t  

and p a r c e l  o f  t h e  b a s i c  a s s u m p t i o n s  which d e f i n e  t h e  n a t i o n .  

F r e q u e n t l y  t h e y  d e v o lv e  i n t o  t h e  k ind  o f  u n t h i n k i n g  p a t r i o t 

i c  s h i b b o l e t h s  t h a t  j u s t i f y  p r o s c r i p t i o n  o f  a l l  who q u e s t i o n  

t h e  a c c e p t e d  v e r i t i e s .  So lo n g  a s  men s e e  t h e  b a s i c  assump

t i o n s  o f  s o c i e t y  a s  p r o v i d i n g  a j u s t  o r d e r ,  few w i l l  q u e s 

t i o n  them. Economic d i s l o c a t i o n s  which make v i c t i m s  of hon

e s t ,  h a r d  w ork ing  men and women, how ever ,  f r e q u e n t l y  promote  

a r e e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e c e p t s  upon which t h e  s o c i e t y ' s  

s u p p o se d ly  j u s t  o r d e r  a r e  based-*®

*0 C l i f f o r d  G e e r t z ,  " I d e o l o g y  a s  a C u l t u r a l  S y s tem ,"  i n  Da
v i d  A p te r  ( e d . ) , I d e o l o gy and D i s c o n t e n t  (New York: F ree
P r e s s ,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  pp .  4 7 -76 .
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When t h e  gap be tw een  i d e a l i z e d  and r e a l  c o n d i t i o n s  b e 

comes n o t i c e a b l e ,  t h o s e  who f i n d  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  dominant  e x 

p l a n a t i o n s  un rew ard in g  a r e  l i k e l y  c o n v e r t s  t o  an a l t e r n a t i v e  

v a l u e  sys tem  i f  i t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y .  At t h i s  

p o i n t  t h e  newly a c c e p t e d  t r u t h s  can  t r i g g e r  and t h e n  d i r e c t  

a c t i o n  i n  f o r m e r ly  c o m p la c e n t  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  

w e s te rn  P o p u l i sm ,  p l a i n s  f a r m e r s  d id  n o t  j o i n  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  

p a r t y  s im p ly  b e c a u s e  t h e y  were go ing  b r o k e .  Economic s t r e s s  

r a i s e d  i n  t h e i r  minds t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  con tem p o ra ry  

economic sy s tem  m igh t  n o t  be j u s t .  In  a s o c i e t y  ba sed  upon 

p r o p e r  p r i n c i p l e s  ha rd  w ork ing ,  h o n e s t  men s u c c e e d e d .  T h e i r  

economic f a i l u r e s  were c l e a r l y  u n j u s t ,  i n  t h e i r  own minds .  

T h i s  l e d  them t o  r e e x a m in e  t h e i r  fu n d a m e n ta l  b e l i e f s  a b o u t  

s o c i e t y ,  t h e  economy and p o l i t i c s .  They d i s c o v e r e d  an e s 

s e n t i a l l y  p r e - i n d u s t r i a l  c r i t i q u e  o f  co m m e rc ia l  s o c i e t y  

which had been a d a p t e d  t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  l a t e  n i n e 

t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h a t  seemed t o  a d d r e s s  t h e i r  i n n e r m o s t  con

c e r n s .  E g a l i t a r i a n  spokesmen o f  t h e  G i ld e d  Age, who had 

p r e s e n t e d  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  

i l l s  f o r  d e c a d e s ,  f i n a l l y  m o b i l i z e d  an  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  f o l l o w 

in g  among t h o s e  who found  t h e  m a in s t r e a m  p a n a c e a s  o f  l a i s 

s e z - f a i r e ,  s o c i a l  Darwinism and b u s i n e s s  b o o s t e r i s m  u n r e 

warding  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  economic  u p h e a v a l  and a p p a r e n t  

government i n d i f f e r e n c e .

The c o a l e s c e n c e  o f  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  i n g r e d i e n t s  f o r  p roduc 

in g  t h e  P o p u l i s t  movement,  economic  d i s t r e s s ,  a r e t h i n k i n g
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o f  s o c i e t y ' s  a c c e p t e d  v e r i t i e s ,  and c o n t a c t  w i th  what might  

be  c a l l e d  t h e  Old R a d i c a l i s m  o f  G i ld e d  Age e g a l i t a r i a n  p ro 

p a g a n d i s t s ,  o c c u r r e d  a t  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s  i n  v a r i o u s  

l o c a l i t i e s .  The s u b s t a n t i a l  showing o f  t h e  Onion Labor  p a r 

t y  i n  Kansas  i n  1888 s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  S un f lo w er  S t a t e  was 

r e a d y  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  r e v o l t .  L i t t l e  more t h a n  o r g a n i z i n g  po

t e n t i a l  s u p p o r t e r s  i n t o  a f a rm e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  which p ro v id e d  

l i b e r a l  d o s e s  o f  e g a l i t a r i a n  p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ,  and 

d r o p p in g  t h e  word l a b o r ,  which had u r b a n  c a n n o t a t i o n s  unpo

p u l a r  wi th  f a r m e r s ,  from t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  name, was n e c e s 

s a r y  t o  p roduce  t h e  P o p u l i s t  R e v o l t  i n  K an sas .  I n  1890 t h e  

t h i r d  p a r t y  movement i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  was s im p ly  a 

d e r i v a t i v e  o f  i t s  Kansas  p a r e n t .

Not a l l  e c o n o m i c a l ly  d e p r e s s e d  p l a i n s  f a r m e r s  j o i n e d  t h e  

P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  i n  t h e  1890s .  Many who s t a r t e d  o v e r  i n  Okla 

homa r e v e a l e d  a l i n g e r i n g  commitment t o  t h e  newer c o sm o p o l i 

t a n  e t h o s  i n  r e l o c a t i n g .  Those who b e l i e v e d  t h a t  a f a u l t y  

economic  sy s te m  was t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  p ro b le m s  r e a l i z e d  

t h a t  s t a r t i n g  o v e r  i n  Oklahoma was o n l y  a t e m p o ra ry  p a l l i a 

t i v e .  They made t h e  t r e k  t o  t h e  new l a n d  o n l y  when c i r c u m s 

t a n c e s  l e f t  them no c h o i c e .  Most o f  t h e  m i g r a n t s  t o  t h e  new 

t e r r i t o r y ,  however,  seemed t o  have  l i n g e r i n g  hopes  t h a t  a 

new s t a r t  was a l l  t h e y  needed t o  a c h i e v e  s u c c e s s  and p r o s 

p e r i t y .  Not s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  i n  e a r l y  Okla 

homa was t h e  w e ak e s t  o f  t h e  t h r e e  m a jo r  p a r t i e s ,  w h i l e  i t s
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Kansas  p a r e n t  was t h e  s t r o n g e s t . * *

As t h e  P a n ic  o f  1893 s e t t l e d  i n t o  a p r o lo n g e d  d e p r e s s i o n ,  

b r e a d l i n e s ,  unemployment and v a g ra n cy  s p r e a d  o v e r  t h e  na 

t i o n .  The d i s p o s s e s s e d  q u i c k l y  d e p l e t e d  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  of  

p r i v a t e  c h a r i t y .  Some c i t i e s  d i s p e n s e d  a i d ,  b u t  s t a t e  and 

f e d e r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o o k  t h e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  Amer icans  shou ld  

s u p p o r t  t h e  g o v e rn m e n t ,  n o t  v i c e - v e r s a .  M i l l i o n s  came t o  

know g e n u in e  and p r o l o n g e d  p r i v a t i o n .  T h e re  were  even  r e 

p o r t s  o f  s t a r v a t i o n .  As unemployment s p r e a d ,  " t r a m p s "  b e 

came a f a m i l i a r  s i g h t .  Wandering a i m l e s s l y  i n  s e a r c h  of  

work,  t h e y  f r i g h t e n e d  and i r r i t a t e d  r e s p e c t a b l e  s o c i e t y .  

They became t a n g i b l e  ex am p les  o f  what  t h e i r  more f o r t u n a t e  

c o u s i n s  m igh t  become i n  t i m e .  To some p e o p l e ,  t r a m p s  became 

a s i g n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ’s  g e n e r a l  d e g e n e r a t i o n  i n t o  s o c i a l  c o l 

l a p s e .

I n  1892 J ac o b  S- Coxey, a w e l l - t o - d o  M a s s i l l o n ,  Ohio bu

s in e s s m a n ,  p u t  fo r w a rd  a  scheme d e s ig n e d  t o  c r e a t e  j o b s ,  e x 

pand t h e  c u r r e n c y  and im prove  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n  America .  

The p l a n  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  f e d e r a l  gove rnm en t  t o  i s s u e  

$ 5 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  i n  n o n - i n t e r e s t  b e a r i n g  government bonds  (a 

euphemism f o r  g r e e n b a c k s )  t o  s t a t e  and l o c a l  g o v e rn m e n ts .

** For  f u r t h e r  r e a d i n g s  on t h e  "Old  R a d i c a l i s m "  theme i n  Po
p u l i s m  s e e  C h r i s t o p h e r  L a s c h ,  The Agony o f  t h e  American 
Le f t  (New York: Random House,  1969) ;  Gene C l a n t o n ,  "Popu
l i s m ,  P r o g r e s s i v i s m ,  and E q u a l i t y :  The Kansas  P a r a d ig m ,"
Ag r i c u l t u r a l  H i s t o r y 51 ,  no- 3 ( J u l y ,  1977) :  559-81 and
John L. “Thomas,“ A l t e r n a t i v e  A merica :  Henry  G eorge ,  Ed
ward B el lam y,  Henry Dem ares t  L loyd  and t h e  American Ad
v e r s a r y  T r a d i t i o n  (Cambridge :  H arvard  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,
Ï 9 8 3 f



166

"upon e x a c t l y  t h e  same t e r m s  t h a t  i t  l o a n s  t o  n a t i o n a l  

b a n k e r s , ” f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  r o a d s .  I n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 

1894 Coxey d e c i d e d  t o  " send  a p e t i t i o n  t o  Washington  w i th  

b o o t s  o n , ” t o  p rod  what he c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be t h e  t i m e - s e r v i n g  

D em ocra t ic  C o n g re s s  i n t o  a c t i o n .  He named h i s  d e l e g a t i o n  

t h e  Commonweal Army to  e m p h as iz e  t h e  p u b l i c  good he c l a i m e d  

h i s  scheme would a c c o m p l i s h . 2 2

P o p u l i s t s  g e n e r a l l y  s y m p a t h i z e d  w i th  t h e  Coxey movement. 

L o c a l  Commonweal a r m i e s ,  com m it ted  t o  t h e  c a u s e  o f  " G e n e r a l ” 

Coxey s p r a n g  up t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n a t i o n ,  b u t  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  

West.  The movement was met w i th  f e a r ,  r i d i c u l e  and h o s t i l i 

t y  i n  most p l a c e s .  Many P o p u l i s t s  were c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  t h e  

movement migh t  f u r t h e r  t a i n t  t h e i r  p a r t y  w i th  c h a r g e s  o f  an 

a r c h i s m .  L u r i d  t a l e s  o f  o u t r a g e  and p i l l a g e  p re c e d e d  Cox- 

e y ' s  Army on i t s  march t o  W ash ing ton .  Borrowed t r a i n s  and 

p i l f e r e d  c h i c k e n  c o o p s ,  however ,  p roved  t o  be t h e  movement ' s  

most e g r e g i o u s  o f f e n s e s .  S p e c u l a t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  meaning of 

i t  a l l  q u i c k l y  l e d  t o  o v e r r e a c t i o n .  M ains t ream p a p e r s  f r e e 

l y  o f f e r e d  t h e  s i m p l i s t i c  s o l u t i o n  o f  r e p r e s s i o n .  When Cox

ey and h i s  p a t h e t i c  band o f  m a r c h e r s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  d e l i v e r  

t h e i r  p e t i t i o n  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ,  on May 1, a u t h o r i t i e s  a r 

r e s t e d  t h e  l e a d e r s  f o r  w a lk in g  on t h e  White  House lawn. 

B a t h e r  t h a n  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n  " G e n e r a l "  C o x e y ' s  march on 

Washington p ro d u c e d  a s t r e n g t h e n e d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  on t h e  p a r t

22 Lawrence  C. Goodwyn, The Pop u l i s t  Moment [New York: Ox
f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1978) , p.  208; G u t h r i e  O k lahoma 
Repr e s e n t a t i v e , 2 A p r i l  1894 and Morgan, From Hayes  t o  
McKinley ,  p p .  4 6 5 -6 7 .
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o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  n o t  t o  y i e l d  t o  "mob r u l e - " 2 3

C o i e y ' s  Army p ro v id e d  t h i r d  p a r t y  e d i t o r s  i n  Oklahoma th e  

m a t e r i a l  t h e y  needed t o  d r a m a t i z e  an a p o c a l y p t i c  view of  t h e  

f r u i t s  o f  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  d ev e lo p m en t .  Some c o n t r o 

v e r s y  a r o s e  among P o p u l i s t s  i n  Oklahoma, a s  e l s e w h e r e ,  ab o u t  

t h e  a d v i s a b i l i t y  of  a s s o c i a t i n g  w i th  t h e  Coxey movement. 

N a t i o n a l  committeeman P a t  C a s s id y  e n d o r s ed  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s ,  

b u t  n o t  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  Commonweal army, and p ro 

c la im e d  t h e  o r d e r  " n o t  a P o p u l i s t  movement."  T h i r d  p a r t y  

e d i t o r s ,  however,  v i g o r o u s l y  promoted C o x ey ' s  Army. John 

A l l a n ,  o f  t h e  Norman P e o p l e ' s  V o ice , a sked  i f  C o n g re s s  " w i l l  

d a re  deny p e t i t i o n s ,  i f  p e t i t i o n e r s  go i n  p e r s o n . "  P a t e n t  

i n s i d e s ,  which most P o p u l i s t  n ew sp ap er s  c a r r i e d ,  l a b e l e d  

C o x e y ' s  Army " t h e  f i r s t  l o b b y  t h e  h o n e s t  p e a s a n t r y  o f  t h i s  

c o u n t r y  e v e r  s e n t  t o  W a s h in g to n . " J .  C. T o u s l e y ,  e d i t o r  of  

t h e  K i n g f i s h e r  Reformer ,  p r o c l a im e d ,  " C o x e y ' s  c a u s e  i s  th e  

p e o p l e ' s  c a u s e , "  and Mont Howard, o f  t h e  El Reno I n d u s t r i a l  

Head l i g h t ,  a sked  P o p u l i s t s  " t o  v o t e  a s  you would s h o o t . " * *  

Oklahoma Commonwealers c l a im e d  a membership  o f  more t h a n  

2 ,200  by m id - 1 894. As t h e i r  G en e ra l  t h e y  c h o se  John R. Fu r 

l o n g ,  a m y s t e r i o u s  f a i t h  h e a l e r ,  who f r e q u e n t l y  a d v e r t i s e d

23 I b i d . ,  pp .  466-68 .

2* G u t h r i e  Weekly Oklahoma S t a t e  C a p i t a l ,  14 A p r i l  1894; 
Norman P e o p l e ' s  Voic e ,  10 March & 16 A p r i l  1894; King
f i s h e r  Refo rm er ,  Î 5  J u n e  1894 and El Reno I n d u s t r i a l  
He a d l i g h t .  24 March & 30 May, 1894. The C anad ian  County 
P o p u l i s t  E x e c u t iv e  Committee f o r c e d  Howard o u t  o f  t h e  ed 
i t o r s h i p  a t  E l  Reno i n  1895. He moved on t o  t h e  P o p u l i s t  
Medford Mascot and  l a t e r  t h a t  y e a r  founded Oklahom a 's  
f i r s t  S o c i a l i s t  Labor p a r t y  l o c a l .
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h i s  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  G u t h r i e  O klahoma B e p r e s e n t a t i v e . In  

t h i s  e r a  when t h e  f i e l d s  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  law and m e d ic in e  were 

b e in g  p r o f e s s i o n a l i z e d ,  F u r lo n g  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  ep i to m e  of 

t h e  P o p u l i s t  d e n i a l  t h a t  t h e  c o s m o p o l i t a n  c u l t u r e  had d i s 

c o v e r e d  any u l t i m a t e  t r u t h s .  A n a t i v e  o f  I r e l a n d  who had 

s t u d i e d  f o r  t h e  p r i e s t h o o d  a s  a y o u t h ,  F u r lo n g  p a r t e d  compa

ny w i th  t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church y e a r s  b e f o r e  coming t o  Oklahoma. 

He d i d ,  how ever ,  r e t a i n  a s t r o n g l y  r e l i g i o u s  m ora l  b e n t .  

P ro b a b ly  h i s  g r e a t e s t  n o t o r i e t y  came from l e a d i n g  t h e  f i g h t  

a g a i n s t  c a p i t a l  pun ishm ent  i n  1895- P o l i t i c a l l y  F u r lo n g  was 

a Bel lamy N a t i o n a l i s t  and s e r v e d  a s  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Popu

l i s t  t e r r i t o r i a l  e x e c u t i v e  com m it tee  i n  t h e  n i d - 1 8 9 0 s . * s  To 

c u t  e x p e n s e s  Oklahoma Commonwealers t r i e d  t o  make a d e a l  

with  t h e  S an ta  Fe t o  c a r r y  them t o  Washington i n  b o x c a r s .  

The t r e k  a p p a r e n t l y  n e v e r  came o f f .  I n  t h e  wake o f  C o x ey ' s  

a r r e s t  i n  W ash ing ton ,  J o h n  A l l a n  p r i n t e d  t h e  " s u p p r e s s e d  

s p ee c h "  Coxey p l a n n e d  t o  d e l i v e r  from t h e  s t e p s  o f  t h e  White 

House. The K i n g f i s h e r  Reformer  warned t h a t  w h i l e  Coxey had 

gone t o  Washington i n  p e a c e ,  i f  r e l i e f  was n o t  fo r th c o m in g  

soon " t h e  n e x t  army w i l l  go w i th  t h e i r  war p a i n t  o n ."* *

G u th r i e  Oklahoma Repres e n t a t i v e , 14 J u l y  1894; G u t h r i e
Weekly Oklhoma Leader ,  10 O c tober  1896; and G u t h r i e  We e k - 
ï ë ÿ ô k l âhôma S t a t e C a p i t a l , 20 May 1894. Someth ing  o f  a 
p o l i t i c a l  g a d f l y ,  John F u r lo n g  f o l l o w e d  Leo V in c e n t  to  
B o u ld e r ,  C o lo rado  i n  t h e  l a t e  1890s.  Oklahoma C i t y  Okla 
homa Chamgiom, 25 March 1898-

2* G u t h r i e  Weekly O k la h o ia  S t a t e  C a p i t a l ,  21 A p r i l  1894; 
Norman P e o p l e ' s  V o ice ,  25 May 1894 and K i n g f i s h e r  Reform
e r ,  17 May 1894-
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O klahom a 's  m a in s t r e am  p a r t y  e d i t o r s  r e s p o n d ed  to  t h e  

Commonweal movement w i th  p r e d i c t a b l e  v i l i f i c a t i o n .  F rank  

G r e e r ,  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  G u t h r i e  Oklahoma S t a t e  c a p i 

t a l , c l a i m e d  C o x e y i t e s  s im p ly  wanted " so m e th in g  f o r  n o t h i n g ,  

i n  o r d e r  t o  go on a p l e a s u r e  t r a m p ,  w h i l e  t h e  workingmen o f  

t h e  c o u n t r y  a r e  p u t t i n g  i n  s p r i n g  c r o p s . "  G re e r  c l a im ed  

t h a t  " e v e r y  man t h a t  ( s i c )  w an ts  work i n  Oklahoma can g e t  

i t . "  Re b e l i e v e d  t h e  commonweal movement was " u s e l e s s  and 

d a n g e r o u s  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  g o o d . "  P e r s o n a l l y ,  he p r e f e r r e d  t h e  

" l e s s  v i l l i a n o u s  t r a i t o r s  o f  t h i r t y - f o u r  y e a r s  a g o . "  In  t h e  

same v e i n  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  N u l h a l l  C h i e f  sug

g e s t e d  t h a t  t h o s e  Commonwealers s t r a n d e d  i n  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  c a 

p i t a l  a f t e r  C o x e y ' s  a r r e s t  "may even b e  f o r c e d  t o  t h e  ex 

t r e m i t y  o f  g o in g  t o  work i f  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a r e  n o t  

f o r t h c o m i n g . "  D e m o cr a t i c  e d i t o r s  e x h i b i t e d  an  e g u a l  d i s a p 

p r o v a l  o f  t h e  Coxey movement, a l t h o u g h  w i th  l e s s  o r i g i n a l i 

t y .  The main t h r u s t  o f  t h e i r  c r i t i q u e  c e n t e r e d  upon C o x ey ' s  

army be ing  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  p r o t e c t i o n i s m ,  and p r a y i n g  t h a t  

a l l  v a g r a n t s  would soon  be  s e n t  t o  t h e  r o c k  p i l e . z ?

The Coxey movement p r o v i d e d  e d i t o r s  o f  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  o u t 

l o o k s  w i th  a d r a m a t i c  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  v a p o r i z e  upon what 

a i l e d  t h e  n a t i o n  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1894. l e s t e r n  f a r m e r s ,  

s u f f e r i n g  from d e c l i n i n g  commodity p r i c e s ,  and  s i l v e r  m ine rs  

th rown o u t  o f  work when C l e v e l a n d  s e c u r e d  r e p e a l  o f  t h e

27 G u t h r i e  Weekly Oklahoma S t a t e  C a p i t a l ,  28 A p r i l  5 5 May
1894; N u l h a l l  C h i e f ,  3 August Î 8 9 4 ;  Alva P i o n e e r ,  30 
March 5 18 May 189 4 and G u t h r i e  Week l y  Oklahoma L e a d e r ,  
16 A p r i l  1894.
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Sherman S i l v e r  P u r c h a s e  A c t ,  p roved  t o  h e  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  s u p 

p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  Commonweal movement. C o x e y ' s  p o p u l a r i t y  i n  

Oklahoma was v e r i f i e d  i n  August ,  1895, when he came t o  Guth

r i e  t o  s p e a k -  He was t h e  P o p u l i s t  nominee f o r  g o v e r n o r  o f  

Ohio a t  t h e  t i m e .  A cco rd in g  t o  t h e  St a t e  C a p i t a l ,  " t h e  t a i l  

b o a r d s  o f  t h e  wagons o f  t h e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  f a r m e r s  who g a t h 

e r e d  h e r e  t o  g r e e t  G e n e r a l  Coxey s t u c k  o ve r  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  

l i n e s  { to  t h e  c i t y )  i n  e v e r y  d i r e c t i o n . "  G r e e r  fo u n d  e n t h u 

s i a s m  f o r  t h e  " g r e a t  i t i n e r a n t  windbag . . .  one o f  t h e  

q u e e r e s t  p h a s e s  o f  p u b l i c  l i f e . "  Humors Coxey m ight  move t o  

Oklahoma and ru n  f o r  C o n g re s s  s p r e a d  r a p i d l y .

As t h e  Coxey e x c i t e m e n t  began t o  s u b s i d e ,  new s to rm  

c l o u d s  s p r e a d  o ve r  t h e  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  s c e n e .  George N.

P u l lm a n ,  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  t h e  famed r a i l r o a d  s l e e p i n g  c a r ,  op

e r a t e d  a company town n e x t  t o  h i s  f a c t o r y  on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  

o f  C h ic a g o .  Pu l lm an  c o n s i d e r e d  h i s  company town a showcase  

f o r  a s t a b l e  i n d u s t r i a l  o r d e r .  B u i e s  a t  t h e  town,  however ,  

were s a i d  t o  b e  more r i g i d  t h a n  t h e  l a w s  o f  R u s s i a .  P u l l 

m an 's  s eem ing  p a t e r n a l i s m  d i d  n o t  d i v e r t  him from making a 

p r o f i t ,  even  a t  t h e  d e p t h s  o f  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  1890s.  

Between J u l y ,  1893 and May, 1894, Pu l lm an  l a i d  o f f  f o r t y  

p e r c e n t  o f  h i s  w o r k - f o r c e ,  and c u t  t h e  wages o f  t h o s e  r e 

m a in ing  more t h a n  t w e n t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  t o  s t a y  ahead  o f  e x 

p e n s e s .  R en t ,  u t i l i t i e s  and s e r v i c e s  a t  t h e  company town.

*« G u t h r i e  D a i l y  Oklahoma S t a t e  C a p i t a l ,  18 August  1895; 
G u t h r i e  Weekly Okl a h oma S t a t e  Capt i a l . 24 August  1895 and 
P e r k i n s  J o u r n a l , 24 August  7895.
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however ,  r em a in ed  u n a l t e r e d .  By l a t e  1893 t h e r e  were n a s t y  

rum ors  o f  s t a r v a t i o n  a t  P u l lm a n ,  I l l i n o i s . * ’

On May 11, 1894, Pu l lm an  employees  f i n a l l y  went on

s t r i k e .  I n  t h e  m id s t  o f  d e p r e s s i o n ,  management e a s i l y  found 

t h e  s t r i k e b r e a k e r s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e p l a c e  them. The s t r i k e r s  

t u r n e d  t o  t h e  American Rai lway Union,  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  l a r g e s t  

t r a d e  u n io n ,  f o r  h e l p .  Onion p r e s i d e n t  Eugene V. Debs sym

p a t h i z e d  w i t h  t h e  s t r i k e r s  and a sk e d  Pul lman  o f f i c i a l s  t o  

a r b i t r a t e .  The o f f i c i a l  word from th e  Pullman Company was 

t h a t  t h e r e  was " n o t h i n g  t o  a r b i t r a t e . " American Rai lway Un

i o n  member im m e d ia te ly  v o t e d  a  b o y c o t t .  When i t  went i n t o  

e f f e c t  on Ju n e  26 , Union men were c a r e f u l  t o  move m a i l  

t r a i n s  on s c h e d u l e  t o  a v o i d  l e g a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i th  f e d e r a l  

a u t h o r i t i e s ,  b u t  s i d e t r a c k e d  Pullman c a r s .  R a i l r o a d  compa

n i e s  p ro c la im e d  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t  w i th  Pullman i n v i o l a t e  and 

r e f u s e d  to  l e t  t h e i r  t r a i n s  move w i th o u t  Pullman c a r s .  The 

a c t i o n  s t a l l e d  a lm o s t  a l l  r a i l  t r a f f i c  west  o f  Ch icago .  

R a i l r o a d  com pan ies  poo led  t h e i r  r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  G enera l  

Managers A s s o c i a t i o n ,  which p r o v i d e d  g u a rd s  f o r  r a i l r o a d  

p r o p e r t y ,  b l a c k l i s t e d  w o rk e rs  and i n f l u e n c e d  a u t h o r i t i e s .

On J u l y  2 ,  A t to r n e y  G e n e r a l  R ic h a r d  Olney s e c u r e d  one o f  

t h e  most f a r  r e a c h i n g  i n j u n c t i o n s  i n  American H i s t o r y  

a g a i n s t  t h e  s t r i k e r s .  P r e s i d e n t  C le v e l a n d  t h e n  o r d e r e d  f e d 

2’  Ray G in g e r ,  Age o f  E x c e s s ;  The U n i ted  S t a t e s  from 1877 t o  
1914 (New York; Macmil lan  S C o . ,  1965) ,  p .  167 and Mor
gan?  Prom Hayes t o  McKinley,  pp.  4 68 -69 .

30 G in g e r ,  Age o f  Excess ,  pp .  167-69 and Morgan, Prom Hayes 
t o  McKinley,  pp .  46 9 -7 2 .
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e r a l  t r o o p s  i n t o  Chicago  t o  b r e a k  t h e  s t r i k e  t h e  n e x t  day. 

The v i o l e n c e ,  which had been s l i g h t  up t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  then  

became s p e c t a c u l a r .  Hobs d e s t r o y e d  r a i l r o a d  c a r s ,  r a z e d  th e  

c e n t r a l  ro u ndhouse  a t  t h e  s w i t c h i n g  y a rd  and p u t  p a r t  o f  th e  

n e a r b y  Columbian E x p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  t o r c h .  A lthough  men n o t  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h e  American Rai lway  Onion d i d  most o f  t h e  

damage, t h e  s t r i k e r s  g o t  t h e  blame. The s t r i k e  was b roken  

i n  s h o r t  o r d e r ,  p a r t i c i p a n t s  were b l a c k l i s t e d  and Debs was 

packed away to  p r i s o n  f o r  c o n s p i r a c y .  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  Ol

ney a p p o i n t e d  a r a i l r o a d  l a w y e r  a s  t h e  s p e c i a l  f e d e r a l  a t 

t o r n e y  f o r  c a s e s  a r i s i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  s t r i k e . : *

I n  Oklahoma, a s  e l s e w h e r e .  P o p u l i s t s  and C o x e y i t e s  immed

i a t e l y  t o o k  Debs* and t h e  American  R a i lw ay  O n i o n ' s  s i d e  i n  

t h e  s t r u g g l e .  T h i rd  p a r t y  s u p p o r t e r s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  they  

were w i t n e s s i n g  t h e  c a t a c l y s m  p r e d i c t e d  i n  such  P o p u l i s t  

t r a c t s  a s  I g n a t i u s  D o n n e l l y ' s  C e a s a r ' s  Column.  The Coxey 

and Debs movements were a s s o c i a t e d  in  t h e  p o p u l a r  mind in  

t h e  South  and West w i t h  P o p u l i sm .  Oklahoma P o p u l i s t  s p o k e s 

men embraced them a s  t h e i r  own. T h i s  p ro v id e d  them w i th  a 

s e n s e  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  momentous e v e n t s  o f  n a t i o n a l  im

p o r t a n c e .

:* Morgan, Frog  Hayes t o  McKin ley , pp.  469-72 and G in g e r ,  
Age o f  Exc e s s , 167-69 .  I l l i n o i s  g o v e r n o r ,  John P e t e r  
A l t g e l d ,  vehem en t ly  p r o t e s t e d  th e  u se  o f  f e d e r a l  t r o o p s  
w i t h o u t  h i s  c o n s e n t ,  which was u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  b u t  i n  
v a i n .
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As G e n e ra l  o f  t h e  l o c a l  Commonweal Army, John Fur long

t e l e g r a p h e d  words  o f  enco u rag em en t  t o  Debs.  A l l u s i o n s  t o

t h e  " s l a v e r y "  o f  Pu l lm an  w o r k e r s ,  t h e  " b a s t i l l e  i n  Pu l lm an ,  

I l l i n o i s "  and c h a r g e s  o f  " an  i n c r e a s e  o f  t h e  s t a n d i n g  army .  

.  .  t o  c r u s h  a l l  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  f u r t h e r  e n c r o ac h m e n ts  on our  

l i b e r t i e s "  a d o rn e d  P o p u l i s t  n e w sp a p e r s .  John  A l lan  p r o 

c l a i m e d  Debs* p r o s e c u t o r s  " t h e  l i n e a l  d e s c e n d a n t s ,  i n  s p i r 

i t ,  o f  t h e  men who d ra g g e d  G a r r i s o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  

Boston w i th  a  r o p e  a round  h i s  n e c k ,  mobbed W endel l  P h i l l i p s  

and e x e c u te d  Jo h n  Brown."  P o p u l i s t  e d i t o r s  were q u i c k  t o  

c l a i m  t h a t  governm ent  o w n e r sh ip  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d s  would have 

p r e v e n t e d  t h e  whole  m e s s . 32

Oklahom a 's  D e m o cr a t i c  and R e p u b l i c a n  l e a d e r s  were a l m o s t  

a u n i t  i n  f a v o r  o f  C l e v e l a n d ' s  a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  Pul lman 

s t r i k e .  While  a d m i t t i n g  t h e  j u s t i c e  o f  l a b o r ' s  g r i e v a n c e s ,  

Frank G r e e r  p ro c l a im e d  t h e  f i g h t  was be tween  "Debs and t h e  

p e o p l e ,  n o t  Debs and P u l lm an - an d  t h e  p e o p le  a lw ay s  w i n . "  He 

a l s o  c h a r g e d  t h a t  " r e d -m o u th e d  f o r e i g n e r s "  were b e h in d  t h e  

t u r b u l e n c e  and s u g g e s t e d  t h e  " a n a r c h y  s h o u l d  be s t o p p e d  i n -  

s t a n t e r  { s ic )  by gove rnm en t  o r d e r s  t o  ' s h o o t  t o  k i l l . ' "  A l l  

mains t ream p a r t y  spokesmen seemed t o  a g r e e  w i th  t h e  e d i t o r  

o f  t h e  Alva P i o n e e r  when he n o te d  t h a t  w h i l e  " e v e r y  P o p u l i s t  

was no t  an a n a r c h i s t ,  e v e r y  a n a r c h i s t  was a P o p u l i s t . "  Re

v e a l i n g  t h e  g rowing a m b iv a l e n c e  w i t h i n  Oklahoma D em ocra t ic

32 G u t h r i e  Weekly Oklahoma S t a t e  C a p i t a l ,  21 J u l y  1894; 
G u t h r i e  Oklahoma Repr e s e n t a t i v e , 21 Ju n e  1894; P e r k i n s  
Exce l s i o r ,  7 September  1894 and Norman P e o p l e s  Voic e ,  10 
F e b r u a r y  1895.
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r a n k s .  Mart  B i x l e r  o f  t h e  Norman S t a t e  D em ocra t , p r a i s e d  

C l e v e l a n d ' s  b a c k - b o n e  i n  p u t t i n g  down a n a r c h y  o n l y  t o  con

g r a t u l a t e  Oklahoma County Dem ocra ts  f o r  r e f u s i n g  t o  commend 

C l e v e l a n d  f o r  s e n d i n g  t r o o p s  t o  C h ic ag o ,  l e s s  t h a n  two weeks

l a t e r - 33

P o p u l i s t  f a r m e r s  had  i d e n t i f i e d  bad l e g i s l a t i o n  and i n 

s e n s i t i v e  l e g i s l a t o r s  a s  t h e  p r im a r y  c a u s e  f o r  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  

p ro b le m s .  They e a s i l y  a c c e p t e d  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  a  union 

o f  i n t e r e s t s  e x i s t e d  f o r  P o p u l i s t  f a r m e r s ,  C o x e y i t e s  and un

i o n  men. A r t i c l e s  and c a r t o o n s  p l a y i n g  upon t h i s  p ro p o se d  

un ion  o f  t h e  o p p r e s s e d  a p p e a re d  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  P o p u l i s t  

s h e e t s .  Most t h i r d  p a r t y  e d i t o r s ,  a l s o  had s u p p o r t e d  t h e  

s t r i k e r s  a t  t h e  Homestead S t r i k e  i n  1892.

I n  p r i n c i p l e  Oklahoma P o p u l i s t s  d i d  n o t  a c c e p t  s t r i k e s  as  

u s e f u l  t o o l s  t o  s e c u r e  demands.  The laws  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ,  

t h e y  c l a i m e d ,  were s l a n t e d  t o o  much i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  c a 

p i t a l .  They were n o t  s u r p r i s e d ,  t h e n ,  when C l e v e l a n d  s u c 

c e s s f u l l y  b ro k e  t h e  Pu l lman  S t r i k e .  M ean in g fu l  and l a s t i n g  

c h an g e ,  t h e y  c l a i m e d  c o u l d  o n l y  be a c h ie v e d  a t  t h e  b a l l o t  

box.  3*

33 Alva P i o n e e r , 27 J u l y  1894; G u t h r i e  me e k l y  Oklahoma S t a t e  
Ca p i t a l , 14 J u l y  1894; Alva P i o n e e r ,  7 Sep tember  1894 and 
Norman S t a t e  D em ocra t ,  14 & 25 J u l y  1894.

3* S t i l l w a t e r ,  Payne  Cou n ty  P o p u l i s t , 22 June  1894; G u t h r i e  
Oklaboma f i e E E § S ê a t i i i ï ê »  ” 5 J u l y  1894 and Norman P e o p l e ^ s  
Voic e ,  16 Sep tem ber  1892-
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P o p u l i s t s  h e l d  h i g h  h o p es  f o r  a mass i n f l u x  o f  urban  

w o r k e r s  i n t o  t h e i r  r a n k s  w i t h  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  1894. Debs,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  became a m a jo r  t h i r d  p a r t y  spokesman o v e r n i g h t .  

The N a t i o n a l  Reform P r e s s  A s s o c i a t i o n  c o v e r e d  h i s  s p e e c h e s  

and p r o v i d e d  a r t i c l e s  and l e t t e r s  he  w ro te  t o  t h i r d  p a r t y  

p a p e r s .  Em brac ing  t h e  r h e t o r i c  o f  h i s  newly a d o p ted  p a r t y .  

Debs c h a r g e d  t h a t  b o th  o f  t h e  o l d  p a r t i e s  " a r e  c o n t r o l l e d  by 

t h e  money power and  b o th  a r e  e q u a l l y  debauched  by i t s  i n f l u 

e n c e , "  t o  t h e  u n i fo r m  a c c o r d  o f  P o p u l i s t  spokesmen. He 

c l a i m e d  to  p r e f e r  t h e  GOP b e c a u s e  i t  " d o e s  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  

b o l d l y  champion e v e r y  m easure  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  e n l a r g e  t h e  pow

e r  o f  p l u t o c r a c y ,  where  t h e  D e m o cr a t i c  p a r t y  makes p r o f e s 

s i o n s  o f  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  and  th e n  t u r n s  t r a i t o r  i n  th e  

supreme hour  o f  t r i a l . "  C h a rg in g  t h a t  t h e  "money power now 

e x e r t s  b a r b a r i c  sway" o v e r  A merica ,  Debs a s k e d  t h e  t r u l y  pa

t r i o t i c  to  " d e f y  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  and  t a k e  you r  s t a n d  w i th  men 

l i k e  J a c k s o n . "  Along w i th  J a c o b  Coxey and fo r m e r  a b o l i t i o n 

i s t  Lyman T r u m b a l l ,  who h e l p e d  found  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  i n  

t h e  1850s and c o n v e r t e d  t o  Popu l i sm  on t h e  l a b o r  i s s u e  i n  

1894, Eugene 7 .  Debs came t o  s y m b o l i z e  t o  Oklahomans t h e  r a 

p i d l y  g rowing f o r t u n e s  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y ,  b o th  i n  Okla 

homa and t h e  n a t i o n ,  i n  1 8 9 4 . 3 s

35 Alva  Rev ie w , 18 5 30 August  1894; Norman Peg p l e j s  V o ic e . 
20 Sep tem ber  1895,  8 November 1895 & 3 A p r i l  1895 and
K i n g f i s h e r  R e f o r m e r . 8 November 1894.



C h a p te r  T i l  

POPOLISB AT FLOODIIOB

The P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  i n  Oklahoma e n t e r e d  a new p h a se  o f  d e v e l 

opment i n  t h e  m id -1890s .  The s low growth  o f  Oklahoma Popu

l i s m ' s  e a r l y  y e a r s  gave  way t o  s p e c t a c u l a r  a c c e s s i o n s  t o  t h e  

t h i r d  p a r t y  movement a f t e r  1892. One m a jo r  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  

r e j u v e n a t i o n  o f  Oklahoma Popul i sm was t h e  C l e v e l a n d  Adminis

t r a t i o n ' s  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  P a n ic  o f  1893. E e p e a l  o f  t h e  

Sherman S i l v e r  P u r c h a s e  Act e l e v a t e d  t h e  s i l v e r  i s s u e  t o  a 

p o s i t i o n  o f  p r im e  im p o r t a n c e  in  d e b t o r  r e g i o n s  su ch  a s  t h e  

South  and West. C l e v e l a n d ' s  o v e r  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  Coxey 

movement and t h e  Pu l lm an  S t r i k e  a l s o  a l i e n a t e d  many who sym

p a t h i z e d  w i t h  t h e  unemployed and t h o s e  vho were a n t i - r a i l 

r o a d .

As t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  1890s deepened  many p e o p l e  who 

had com m it ted  th e m s e lv e s  t o  t h e  dominant e t h o s  o f  t h e  G i lded  

Age began h a v in g  second  t h o u g h t s  ab o u t  t h e  economic  and s o 

c i a l  o r t h o d o x i e s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  T i g h t  c r e d i t ,  h ig h  i n t e r e s t  

r a t e s ,  low commodity p r i c e s ,  h i g h  s h i p p i n g  c o s t s  and t a x e s  

l e v i e d  upon l a n d s  a s  s e t t l e r s  proved  t h e i r  c l a i m s  l e d  some 

to  q u e s t i o n  i f  Oklahoma was r e a l l y  t h e  "P rom ised  Land ."  

Many Oklahomans who had m ig r a te d  t o  t h e  new la n d  i n  1889 had

-  175 -
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B e t  enough d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  and h a r d s h i p  by 1894 t o  become 

p r im e  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  c o n v e r s i o n  t o  Popu l i sm .

The a p p e a r a n c e  o f  s e v e r a l  i m p o r t a n t  new t h i r d  p a r t y  l e a d 

e r s  i n  t h e  mid -1890s  a l s o  h e l p e d  b o o s t  t h e  a d v a n c in g  f o r 

t u n e s  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .  Vi

g o r o u s ,  t a l e n t e d  l e a d e r s ,  u n t a i n t e d  w i th  s c a n d a l ,  were  i n  

s h o r t  s u p p ly  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  Oklahoma P o p u l i sm .  Samu

e l  C rocker  was an  a d m i t t e d  S o o n e r ,  and a l t h o u g h  an e x p e r i 

enced  e d i t o r  he  n e v e r  engaged  i n  t h e  newspaper  b u s i n e s s  i n  

Oklahoma. George G a r d e n h i r e ,  who had o b v io u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

t a l e n t s ,  f o r e v e r  d i s g u a l i f i e d  h i m s e l f  a s  a m a jo r  spokesman 

f o r  t h e  m ora l  i m p e r a t i v e s  o f  Popu l i sm  th r o u g h  h i s  s l i c k  

d e a l i n g  in  t h e  f i r s t  l e g i s l a t u r e .  N. H. Ward s im p ly  l a c k e d  

t h e  b a l a n c e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  m o b i l i z e  p o t e n t i a l  s u p p o r t e r s .  For 

Oklahoma P o p u l i sm  t o  be  more t h a n  a p e t t y  n u i s a n c e  to  t h e  

GOP, o r  an annex t o  t h e  D e m o cr a t i c  p a r t y ,  new l e a d e r s  had t o  

emerge  w i t h  t h e  m ora l  a u t h o r i t y  and r e q u i s i t e  t a l e n t s  t o  

d i s s e m i n a t e  e f f e c t i v e l y  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  o f  Popu l i sm  t o  t h o s e  

s e a r c h i n g  f o r  new a n s w e r s .  From 1892 t o  1894 a s i g n i f i c a n t  

number o f  t h i r d  p a r t y  new spaper  e d i t o r s  a r r i v e d  on t h e  Okla 

homa s c e n e  and q u i c k l y  became a  v i t a l  l e a d e r s h i p  c a d r e .  

John S.  A l l a n ,  Ralph and Leo V in c en t  were t h e  a b l e s t  and 

most i m p o r t a n t  o f  t h e s e  new e d i t o r s .

John  S t e r l i n g  A l l a n ,  t h e  son o f  S c o t t i s h  i m m i g r a n t s ,  was 

born  i n  S p a r t a ,  I l l i n o i s ,  a b o u t  f o r t y  m i l e s  s o u t h e a s t  o f  S t .  

L o u i s ,  in  J a n u a r y  1866. A l l a n  r e s i d e d  in  a c o u n ty  e v en ly
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d i v i d e d  be tween  Democrats  and R e p u b l i c a n s .  His  a n t i - e s t a b 

l i s h m e n t  S c o t t i s h  h e r i t a g e  l e d  him t o  c a s t  h i s  f i r s t  v o t e  

f o r  t h e  Onion Labor  p a r t y  i n  1888- A f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  a law 

d e g r e e  f rom P a rk  C o l l e g e ,  i n  M i s s o u r i ,  he moved t o  Norman, 

Oklahoma i n  1891, e s t a b l i s h e d  a law o f f i c e ,  and became a c 

t i v e  i n  r e a l  e s t a t e .  He h e l p e d  o r g a n i z e  t h e  t o w n ' s  f i r s t  

P r e s b y t e r i a n  c h u r c h .  Along w i th  o t h e r  l o c a l  P o p u l i s t s  A l la n  

h e l p e d  found  t h e  Norman P e o p l e ' s  Voice  i n  m i d - 1892. He a s 

sumed t h e  e d i t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  p a p e r  i n  1893 and  made j o u r n a l 

ism h i s  p r i m a r y  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  n e x t  s e v e n t e e n  y e a r s .  To 

em p h as iz e  h i s  commitment t o  t h e  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  

t h e  Founding  F a t h e r s ,  a s  r e f i n e d  and s y n t h e s i z e d  i n  t h e  

A b o l i t i o n i s t  movement, A l l a n  added t h e  f o l l o w i n g  poem t o  t h e  

masthead  o f  h i s  p a p e r  upon assum ing  i t s  e d i t o r s h i p :

B e f o r e  t h e  law was w r i t t e n  down w i t h  

p a rch m en t  o r  w i th  pen.

B e f o r e  t h e  law made c i t i z e n s ,  t h e  m ora l  

law made men.

Law s t a n d s  f o r  human r i g h t s ,  b u t  when 

i t  f a i l s  t h o s e  r i g h t s  t o  g i v e .

Then l e t  t h e  law d i e ,  my b r o t h e r ,  b u t  l e t  

human b e i n g s  l i v e .

A l though a n o r t h e r n e r  i n  an o v e rw h e lm in g ly  s o u t h e r n  p o p u l a t 

ed c o u n ty ,  A l la n  q u i c k l y  became a l e a d e r  o f  t h e  m i d d l e - o f -  

t h e - r o a d  f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  Oklahoma P o p u l i s t  p a r t y .
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I n  S e p tem b er ,  1891, Henry and Leo V incen t  moved t h e  Amer

i c a n  N o n c o n fo rm is t  f rom  t h e  s o u t h  Kansas  b i r t h p l a c e  o f  t h e  

Oklahoma P o p u l i s t  movement t o  I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  I n d i a n a .  They 

hoped t o  e s t a b l i s h  i t  a s  a  n a t i o n a l  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  o r g a n .  

O v e rex p a n s io n  and a  bank f a i l u r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  P a n ic  

o f  1893, however ,  b ro k e  t h e  V in c e n t  b r o t h e r s  f i n a n c i a l l y .  

They were f o r c e d  t o  s e l l  t h e  p a p e r  t h e y  had s t a r t e d  a s  t e e n 

a g e r s .  O ld e r  b r o t h e r  Henry t h e n  moved t o  C h icago  where  he

became a s s o c i a t e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  E x p r e s s .  F r e d  B a i 

l e y ,  who had j u s t  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  G u t h r i e  B es t  and S o u t h , i n 

v i t e d  Leo, t h e  y o u n g e s t  o f  t h e  V i n c e n t s ,  t o  move t o  Oklahoma

and become h i s  p a r t n e r .  The o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e l o c a t e  " a m i d s t

t h o u s a n d s  o f  o u r  fo r m e r  Nonconformi s t  r e a d e r s "  p roved  ap 

p e a l i n g .  A l though  o n l y  t h i r t y - t w o  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  t h e  younger  

V in c en t  b ro u g h t  v i g o r  and f i f t e e n  y e a r s  o f  r e fo rm  p r e s s  e x 

p e r i e n c e  t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ' s  t h i r d  p a r t y  movement. I n  March, 

1894, V i n c e n t  took  o v e r  t h e  N es t  and  S ou th .  I n  honor  o f  I g 

n a t i u s  D o n n e l l y ' s  n e w sp a p e r ,  t h e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  ( S t .  P a u l ) ,  

t h e  young e d i t o r  renamed h i s  new c h a r g e  Oklahoma R e p r e s e n t a 

t i v e .  A few months  l a t e r  Oklahoma P o p u l i s t s  named V in c en t  

t e r r i t o r i a l  c h a i r m an  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y . *

* M e r r i l y  Cummings Ford ( C o m p i l e r ) , "The I n v i n c i b l e  Vin
c e n t s , "  (1 9 3 9 ) ,  pp .  3 5 - 3 6 .  T h i s  i s  a s e r i e s  o f  b i o g r a 
p h i e s  Leo V in c e n t  w ro te  f o r  h i s  f a m i l y  u s i n g  h i s  own rem
i n i s c e n c e s  and l e t t e r s  h i s  two s u r v i v i n g  b r o t h e r s  w r i t t e n  
f o r  t h e  p u rp o se .
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Born in  Y o r k s h i r e ,  England i n  1844, Ralph Beaumont vas  by 

f a r  t h e  o l d e s t  o f  t h e  Oklahoma P o p u l i s t  p a r t y ' s  nev l e a d e r s .  

Beaum ont ' s  p a r e n t s  b r o u g h t  him t o  t h e  U n i ted  S t a t e s  a t  t h e  

age  o f  f o u r .  He a t t e n d e d  common s c h o o l  i n  W ebs te r ,  Massa

c h u s e t t s  u n t i l  t h e  age  o f  t e n  and th e n  vas  a p p r e n t i c e d  t o  

l e a r n  t h e  shoe  t r a d e .  Beaumont v o l u n t e e r e d  f o r  t h e  Onion 

Army i n  1862, and s e r v e d  u n t i l  t h e  end o f  t h e  war.  Be th e n  

r e l o c a t e d  t o  E l m i r a ,  New York , where he p r a c t i c e d  h i s  t r a d e  

and became a c t i v e  in  l a b o r  un ion  a c t i v i t i e s .  Beaumont was 

e l e c t e d  Grand Worthy Foreman a t  t h e  fo u nd ing  c o n v e n t i o n  of 

t h e  K n ig h t s  of  Labor i n  1869. Always a s t r o n g  a d v o c a t e  o f  

p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n ,  Beaumont r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  K n ig h t s  a t  t h e  

f o u n d in g  c o n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  G reenback-L abor  p a r t y  i n  1878. 

I n  1884 ha t u r n e d  t o  j o u r n a l i s m  a s  an i n v e s t i g a t i v e  r e p o r t 

e r .  Both Democrats  and G reen b ack e r s  p icked  up h i s  s t r i d e n t 

l y  a n t i - p r o t e c t i o n i s t  b r o a d s i d e s  i n  t h e  mid -1880s .  Beaumont 

was cha i rm an  o f  t h e  K n ig h t s  o f  l a b o r  r e s o l u t i o n  c o m m i t t t e e  

which  e n d o rsed  op en in g  Oklahoma t o  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  1886. He 

became th e  u n i o n ' s  Washington l o b b y i s t  t h a t  same y e a r .  La

t e r  Beaumont was a c t i v e  i n  t h e  fo u n d in g  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r 

t y ,  and campaigned w id e ly  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  movement i n  

t h e  1890s.  He moved t o  Oklahoma C i t y  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1894, and 

founded  h i s  own p a p e r ,  t h e  Oklahoma S t a t e  a month l a t e r . 2

2  G era ld  3 r o b ,  "The K n i g h t s  o f  L ab o r ,  P o l i t i c s  and Popu
l i s m , "  Mid-America  29 ,  no.  1 [ J a n u a r y ,  1959) :  5 ,  9 ,  16 G
17 and S u t h r i e  Oklahoma Be p r e s e n t a t i v e , 20 J u l y  1894.
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The r i s e  o f  re fo rm  e d i t o r s  t o  a p o s i t i o n  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  

was c r u c i a l  to  t h e  growth  o f  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  movement i n  t h e  

Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .  Most P o p u l i s t  e d i t o r s  were r e l a t i v e l y  

young.  The s u c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e i r  ch o sen  en d eav o r  

h in g e d  p r i m a r i l y  upon t h e  f o r t u n e s  o f  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  move

ment.  As most P o p u l i s t  n e w sp a p e r s  ( a l l  i n  Oklahoma) were 

w e e k l i e s ,  e d i t o r s  had t h e  t i m e ,  i n t e r e s t  a n d ,  w i th  y o u th ,  

t h e  energy  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t a k e  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e s  and b u i l d  t h e  

P o p u l i s t  p a r t y .  The re fo rm  e d i t o r ' s  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  Okla 

homa P o p u l i s t  movement grew a s  t h e  number o f  t h i r d  p a r t y  pa

p e r s  i n c r e a s e d .  Oklahoma had two P o p u l i s t  new spapers  i n  

1891, s i x  i n  1892, e l e v e n  i n  1893, tw e n ty  i n  1894 and twen

t y - o n e  i n  1895. Wherever P opu l i sm  f l o u r i s h e d  i n  t h e  1890s,  

r e fo rm  e d i t o r s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  

t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  l e a d e r s h i p . *

A new s p i r i t  o f  c o n f i d e n c e  and v i g o r  emerged i n  t h i r d  

p a r t y  r a n k s  w i th  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  Beaumont and V in cen t  i n  e a r 

l y  1894. Both men were n o t e d  P o p u l i s t  spokesmen w i th  s t r o n g  

t h i r d  p a r t y  c r e d e n t i a l s .  V i n c e n t ' s  p o s i t i o n ,  however ,  was 

more c e n t r a l  and d e l i c a t e  t h a t  B e a u m o n t ' s .  G u t h r i e  was t h e

* Seymour L u tzk y ,  "The Reform E d i t o r s  and  t h e i r  P r e s s , "  (Ph. 
D. d i s s e r t a t i o n .  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Iowa,  1951) ,  p .  48; 
American Honcon f o r m i s t  ( W i n f i e l d ) ,  26 March 1891; N. W. 
A yers ,  American  Annual  (1892) :  6 1 6 -1 7 ;  (1895) ;
637-41 5 (1898) :  668-72  and Pawnee App e a l , 26 A p r i l  1895.
P o p u l i s t s  s t i l l  c l a i m e d  t w e n t y - o n e  r e f o r m  p a p e r s  i n  1897. 
G u t h r i e  Ok lahoma R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  7 J a n u a r y  1897. I t  
s h o u ld  be  n o te d  t h a t  some s h o r t - l i v e d  n ew spape rs  n e v e r  ap 
p e a r e d  i n  A yers .  The El Reno Popu l i s t  Pl a t f o r m , founded 
i n  1894 and r e t i t l e d  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  H e a d l i ght  i n  1895, i s  
a good exam ple .
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t e r r i t o r i a l  c a p i t a l -  P o p u l i s t s  looked  t o  V i n c e n t ' s  p a p e r  

f o r  g u id a n c e  on t e r r i t o r i a l  m a t t e r s .  A l s o ,  F red  B a i l e y  i n 

v i t e d  V in c e n t  t o  Oklahoma t o  r e p l a c e  A. G. C o p e lan d ,  a f u -  

s i o n i s t ,  a s  e d i t o r  of  t h e  G u t h r i e  P o p u l i s t  o r g a n .  P a r t  of  

Leo V i n c e n t ' s  new r o l e  was t o  r e c o n c i l e  t h e  v a r i o u s  f a c t i o n s  

w i t h i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  p a r t y -  M i d - r o a d e r s  had s t a r t e d  t h e i r  

own new spaper ,  t h e  s h o r t - l i v e d  Oklahoma P o p u l i s t , i n  G u t h r i e  

t h e  p r e v i o u s  J u l y .  A l though V in c en t  opposed  f u s i o n  i n  p r i n 

c i p l e ,  he would n e v e r  be a s  s t r i d e n t  o r  a s  c o n s i s t e n t  a s  

John A l lan  o f  t h e  Norman P e o p l e s  V o ice .

A f t e r  s e v e r a l  months i n  t h e  e d i t o r ' s  c h a i r  a t  G u t h r i e ,  

V in c en t  began c r i t i c i z i n g  A l l a n  f o r  n e g l e c t i n g  t h e  Democrat 

i c  p a r t y ' s  " tw in  b r o t h e r  i n  p o l i t i c a l  s i n — t h e  B e p u b l i c a n  

p a r t y . "  A l l a n  a s s u r e d  h i s  c o l l e a g u e  t h a t  he c o u l d  b l a s t  t h e  

GOP " j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  b e t t e r  t h a n  we c a n  t h e  o t h e r  f e l l o w , "  

when t h e  o c c a s i o n  p r e s e n t e d  i t s e l f .  He c la im e d  t h e r e  were 

so  few B e p u b l i c a n s  i n  C le v e la n d  County ,  however,  t h a t  " i t  i s  

w a s t in g  powder t o  expend i t  upon them, b u t  you can  use  a 

whole  magazine i n  Logan C o u n ty . "  The exchange  p o i n t e d  t o  a 

problem t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  i n  Oklahoma would a lways  f a c e .  Even 

m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d e r s  d i s a g r e e d  o v e r  which o f  t h e  m a ins t ream  

p a r t i e s  d e s e r v e d  t h e  b r u n t  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  a t t a c k . *

* G u t h r i e  Oklahoma B epres e n t a t i v e , 6 J u l y  1894 and Norman
P eopl e s  Voice .  3 March 1894. The p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  
e d i t o r ' s  o ld  n e m e s i s ,  Frank  G r e e r ,  whose b r o t h e r  e d i t e d  
t h e  W in f i e ld  C o u r i e r , i n  G u t h r i e  a s  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Ok
l a homa S t a t e  C a p i t a l  may have  been a f a c t o r  i n  t h e  younger  
V i n c e n t ' s  s p e c i a l  an imus  tow ard  t h e  GOP.
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I n  J u l y ,  1894, V in cen t  and o t h e r  P o p u l i s t  e d i t o r s  found 

good r e a s o n  to  f o c u s  t h e i r  u n d iv id e d  a t t e n t i o n  upon t h e  De

m o c r a t i c  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s ,  i n  b o th  B a s h in g to n  and G u t h r i e .  

I n  t h e  wake o f  t h e  v i o l e n c e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  C l e v e l a n d ' s  

b r e a k i n g  o f  t h e  Pu l lm an  S t r i k e  i n  C h ic a g o ,  c i t i z e n s  o f  Enid 

and Pond C r e e k ,  i n  t h e  newly  opened Cherokee  O u t l e t ,  began  

s e t t l i n g  d i f f e r e n c e s  t h e y  had w i th  t h e  Bock I s l a n d  R a i l r o a d  

t h r o u g h  a c t s  o f  s a b o t a g e .

Hen a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h e  Rock I s l a n d ,  which p a s s e d  th r o u g h  

b o th  t o w n s ,  a p p a r e n t l y  m a n i p u l a t e d  I n d i a n  a l l o t m e n t s  t o  con 

t r o l  l a n d  i n  and a round  t h e  two p ro p o sed  t o w n s i t e s .  The 

f e d e r a l  government  had s e l e c t e d  t h e  two t o w n s i t e s  a s  cou n ty  

s e a t s  b e f o r e  t h e  S e p te m b e r ,  1893,  o p e n i n g .  When G e n e ra l  

Land Com m iss ioner  S i l a s  B. Lamboreau got wind of t h e  p l o t  he 

moved t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  each  c o u n ty  s e a t  t h r e e  m i l e s  t o  t h e  

s o u t h .  R i v a l  r a i l r o a d  and governm en t  towns  a p p e a re d  on t h e  

s i t e s  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  o p e n in g .  Bock I s l a n d  o f f i c i a l s  

p r o v i d e d  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  towns,  b u t  r e f u s e d  t o  s t o p  

a t  t h e  gove rnm ent  s i t e s .  The r a i l r o a d  company a p p a r e n t l y  

e x p e c t e d  t o  f o r c e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  governm ent  towns t o  r e l o 

c a t e  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d ' s  t o w n s i t e s . *

C i t i z e n s  o f  En id  a p p l i e d  p r e s s u r e  o f  t h e i r  own upon r e 

c e i v i n g  t h e i r  c i t y  c h a r t e r  i n  November, 1893. The f i r s t  a c t  

o f  t h e  E n id  C i t y  C o u n c i l  was  t o  p a s s  an  o r d i n a n c e  l i m i t i n g

* B e r l i n  B. Chapman, "The Enid ' R a i l r o a d  W ar : '  An A r c h i v a l  
S t u d y ,  C h r o n i c l e s  o f  Oklahoma 4 3 ,  no.  2 (Summer, 1965):  
12 6 -3 8 .
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t h e  r a i l r o a d  t o  a  s p ee d  o f  f o u r  m i le s  p e r  hour  w h i le  p a s s i n g  

t h r o u g h  town. P e r r y ,  on t h e  S a n ta  Fe l i n e ,  p a s s e d  a s i m i l a r  

o r d i n a n c e  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  As t h e  re d u c ed  speed  would a l 

low p a t r o n s  t o  jump on and o f f  t h e  t r a i n  a t  t h e  government  

t o w n s i t e ,  t h e  Rock I s l a n d  c h o s e  t o  i g n o r e  t h e  l aw .  A t te m p t s  

t o  a r r e s t  t h e  c o n d u c t o r  f o r  s p e e d in g  p roved  f r u i t l e s s ,  a s  

t h e  t r a i n s  c a r r i e d  t h e  0 .  S .  M a i l .*

On S ep tem ber  29 ,  1893, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J o s e p h  Wheele r  o f

Alabama i n t r o d u c e d  a b i l l  which r e q u i r e d  t h e  Rock I s l a n d  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  d e p o t s  and s e r v i c e  a t  t h e  government  tow ns .  D e le 

g a t e  F lynn v i g o r o u s l y  e n d o r s e d  t h e  m easu re .  The p ro p o sed  

l e g i s l a t i o n  p a s s e d  t h e  House i n  s h o r t  o r d e r ,  b u t  was s i d e 

t r a c k e d  in  t h e  S e n a t e  when o p p o n e n t s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  f a s t e n e d  

t o  i t  a c o u n ty  s e a t  e l e c t i o n  amendment.  D em ocra ts ,  who 

c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  o f  £ n i d ,  c l a i m e d  t h e  amendment 

" w i l l  be a d e a t h  blow t o  o u r  p a r t y  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y . "  Vice 

P r e s i d e n t  A d l a i  S t e v e n s o n ,  how ever ,  c a s t  t h e  t i e - b r e a k i n g  

v o t e  t o  p a s s  t h e  b i l l  a s  amended i n  t h e  S e n a t e .  The co u n ty  

s e a t  e l e c t i o n  amendment s u c c e s s f u l l y  b lo c k e d  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  

b i l l  f o r  t e n  months .  ?

With f a v o r a b l e  l e g i s l a t i o n  b lo c k e d  i n  C o n g r e s s ,  E n i d ' s  

c i t y  a t t o r n e y  a t t e m p t e d  a j u d i c i a l  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  

c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  S p r in g  o f  1894, b u t  t o  no a v a i l .  I n  mid- 

June c i t i z e n s  o f  Pond C reek  t o r e  up t r a c k  and  wrecked a

* Norman Pe o p l e s  Vo i c e .  18 B 25 November 1893 and Chapman, 
"The Enid  R a i l r o a d  War ,"  p .  151.

T I b i d . ,  p p .  1 4 1 ,  1 5 1 - 6 2 .
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t r a i n .  When r a i l r o a d  a t t o r n e y s  s u o c e s s f u l l y  o v e r t u r n e d  a 

w r i t  o f  mandamus f a v o r i n g  Enid on J u l y  11,  1894, t h e  Popu

l i s t  E n id  Coming E v e n t s  p ro c la im e d  " i t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h e r e  i s  

no j u s t i c e  to  be found i n  ou r  c o u r t s . "  A no the r  t r a i n  was 

wrecked t h e  n e x t  day .  At t h i s  p o i n t  Marsha l  E. D. Nix asked  

A t t o r n e y  S e n e c a l  Olney f o r  a u t h o r i t y  t o  r a i s e  an army o f  de

p u t i e s .  Along w i th  a t r o o p  o f  U n i te d  S t a t e s  C a v a l r y ,  N i x ' s  

d e p u t i e s  a r r i v e d  i n  Enid  and Pond C reek  t h e  n e x t  day and 

p l a c e d  t h e  towns  u n d e r  m a r t i a l  law .  Two r a i l r o a d  b r i d g e s  

were burned  J u l y ,  16. Accord ing  t o  C l a r k  Hudson, t h e  e d i t o r  

o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  Alva He v ie w . " t h e  Rock I s l a n d  p e o p le  a r e  

s av e d  t h e  t r o u b l e  o f  b u r n in g  t h e i r  b r i d g e s  b eh in d  them by 

t h e  accommodating p e o p le  o f  Oklahoma."  On August 1, t h e  

U n i ted  S t a t e s  S e n a te  f i n a l l y  withdrew t h e  co u n ty  s e a t  amend

ment and s e t t l e d  t h e  whole  m a t te r .®

Throughou t  t h e  "Enid  R a i l r o a d  War" Oklahomans o f  a l l  p o l 

i t i c a l  f a i t h s  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  government t o w n ' s  r i g h t  t o  s e 

c u re  r a i l r o a d  s e r v i c e .  o n ly  Roy H offm an 's  G u t h r i e  Oklahoma 

Lea d e r  was on t h e  Rock I s l a n d ' s  s i d e .  Frank G re e r  r e a so n e d  

t h a t  t h e  Enid  and Pond Creek s i t u a t i o n s  were d i f f e r e n t  from 

th e  e v e n t s  s u r r o u n d in g  t h e  Pullman S t r i k e .  He c l a i m e d  t h a t  

t h e  r a i l r o a d s  had done no wrong a t  C h ic a g o .  I n  Oklahoma th e  

Rock I s l a n d  had  d e f i e d  m u n ic ip a l  l a w .  G ree r  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  

i f  t h e  government  were t o  "make t h e  r a i l r o a d  company obey 

t h e  m u n i c i p a l  laws o f  Pond Creek and Enid . . .  [ th e re }  w i l l

« I b i d . ,  pp .  169-89; Enid Comi ng Event s ,  12 J u l y  1894 and 
Alva Revi e w, 21 J u l y  1894.
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be no need t o  com pla in  o f  t h e  p e o p l e . "  Most m a ins t ream  p a r 

t y  e d i t o r s  p u t  t h e i r  hopes  f o r  r e l i e f  i n  f a v o r a b l e  l e g i s l a 

t i o n . ?

Ralph  Bray ,  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  Enid Coming E v e n t s , 

p u t  f o r t h  t h e  t y p i c a l  t h i r d  p a r t y  c r i t i q u e  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  

war.  A f o r m e r  G re en b a c k e r  and an e x p o n en t  o f  Bel lamy Na

t i o n a l i s m ,  Bray c o n te n d e d  t h a t  government  ow n e rsh ip  o f  t h e  

r a i l r o a d s  was t h e  o n ly  s o l u t i o n .  He c h i d e d  t h e  D em ocra t ic  

c i t y  c o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  i n e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e i r  s p e e d i n g  o r d i 

n an ce  and c la i m e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  p end ing  b e f o r e  C ongre ss  

was u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  a p o s i t i o n  many n o te d  l a w y e r s  to o k  a t  

t h e  t i m e .  F o r  P o p u l i s t s  t h e  r e a l  i s s u e  was between g o v e rn 

ment and c o r p o r a t e  r a i l r o a d s .  A c o u r t  o r d e r  e v e n t u a l l y  s i 

l e n c e d  Bray and more t h a n  100 o t h e r  c i t i z e n s  o f  Enid  and 

Pond C r e e k .  P o p u l i s t s  e d i t o r s  e l s e w h e r e  i m m e d ia t e ly  r a i s e d  

t h e  c r y  of a r b i t r a r y  governm ent ,  b u t  t o  no a v a i l . ‘ o

F ly n n ,  G re e r  and o t h e r  R e p u b l i c a n s  em phas ized  a l e g i s l a 

t i v e  a p p ro a c h  t o  t h e  Enid  and Pond Creek s i t u a t i o n s  t h r o u g h 

o u t  t h e  r a i l r o a d  war .  E v e n t u a l l y  t h e i r  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  r e 

l i e f  was p o s s i b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n tem p o ra r y  p o l i t i c a l  sys tem  

p roved  v a l i d .  P o p u l i s t s ,  who c la im e d  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  was 

t h e  o n ly  s o l u t i o n ,  found  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  u n d e r c u t  when t h e  

S e n a t e  f i n a l l y  p a s s e d  t h e  d e p o t  l e g i s l a t i o n  unamended. Cyn-

? G u t h r i e  Weekly O k lahoma S t a t e  C a p i t a l ,  28 J u l y  and 18 Au
g u s t  189 4.

»o Norman P e o p le s  V o ic e ,  4 June  1897; Enid  Comi ng E v e n t s , 2 
March 1894; " G u t h r i e  Weekl y  Ok l a h oma S t a t e  C a p i t a l , 4~Au- 
g u s t  1894 and Alva  Re v ie w ,  14 J u l y  Î 8 9 4 .



187

i c s  a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  n o r m a l l y  p r o - r a i l r o a d  

G re e r  t o  t h e  c o n c e r n s  S a n ta  Fe o f f i c i a l s  had t h a t  t h e  con 

f l i c t  m igh t  g e t  o u t  o f  hand and "Oklahoma,  when i t  g e t s  t o  

be  a s t a t e ,  w i l l  p a s s  r a i l r o a d  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  be  a 

yoke on t h e  n e c k s  o f  r a i l r o a d s . " * *

D e m o cra t s ,  s u c h  a s  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  O ln ey ,  M arsha l  Niz 

and a c t i n g  Governor  Thomas J .  Lowe {Benfrow was o u t  o f  t h e  

t e r r i t o r y  d u r i n g  most  o f  t h e  v i o l e n c e )  became a s s o c i a t e d  i n  

t h e  p o p u l a r  mind w i t h  t h e  Bock I s l a n d ' s  c a u s e ,  and were t h u s  

d i s c r e d i t e d .  I n  t h e  wake o f  t h e  b a t t l e ,  Oklahoma Le a d e r  e d 

i t o r  Boy Hoffman a p o l o g i z e d  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  r a i l r o a d ' s  s i d e  

i n  s u c h  p r o f u s e  and f l a t u l e n t  l a n g u a g e  a s  t o  draw f a r t h e r  

r i d i c u l e  from a l m o s t  e v e r y  q u a r t e r .  When Leo V in c e n t  n o te d  

t h a t  t h e  Choctaw R a i l r o a d  c i r c u m v e n t e d  Tecumseh on i t s  way 

from Oklahoma C i t y  t o  Shawnee i n  December,  1894, m a ins t ream  

p a r t y  spokesmen r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  p ro p a g a n d a  v a l u e  he e x p e c t e d  

from t h e  i s s u e  and  r e s p o n d e d  w i th  a lm o s t  un i fo rm  s i l e n c e . *% 

To g e t  t h e  jump on b o th  D em ocra ts  and  P o p u l i s t s  i n  th e  

t u r b u l e n t  e l e c t i o n  y e a r  o f  1894,  Oklahoma R e p u b l i c a n s  s c h e 

d u le d  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i a l  c o n v e n t i o n  f o r  mid-May i n  Oklahoma 

C i t y ,  E d i t o r  G re e r  p r o u d l y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  m eet ing  was 

e n t h u s i a s t i c  and h a rm o n io u s .  E x -G overno r  A. J .  Seay nomi

n a t e d  D en n is  F l y n n ,  t h e  in c u m b e n t  D e l e g a t e  t o  C o n g r e s s ,  f o r  

a s eco n d  t e rm  i n  W ash ing ton .  He won by  a c c l a m a t i o n .  The

1* Enid  D a i l y  Wave, IB J u l y  1894.

*2 G u t h r i e  We e k l y O k lahoma S t a t e  Capi t a l ,  IB August 1B94 and
G u t h r i e  Oklahoma Repr e s e n t a t i v e , 13 December 1B94.
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GOP t e r r i t o r i a l  p l a t f o r m  denounced b o th  t h e  f e d e r a l  and  t e r 

r i t o r i a l  D e m o cr a t i c  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s ,  p r a i s e d  F lynn f o r  h i s  

work i n  W ash in g to n ,  e n d o r s e d  t h e  McKinley T a r i f f  and c a l l e d  

f o r  t h e  f r e e  and u n l i m i t e d  c o i n a g e  o f  American s i l v e r .  

G re e r  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  Oklahoma R e p u b l i c a n  p l a f o r m  c o n t a i n e d  

' • the  f i r s t  s t r a i g h t - o u t  d e c l a r a t i o n  f o r  f r e e  c o i n a g e  o f  Am

e r i c a n  s i l v e r  e v e r  made i n  a R e p u b l i c a n  p l a t f o r m  i n  t h i s  na

t i o n , "  and he  hoped i t  would n o t  b e  t h e  l a s t . i s

F rank  G r e e r  a c c e p t e d  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  q u e s t i o n  a s  t h e  p a r a 

mount i s s u e  o f  t h e  m id -1 8 9 0 s .  The D e m o c r a t i c  H i l s o n -G o ra a n  

T a r i f f ,  h e  m a i n t a i n e d ,  was p r o o f  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  p r o t e c t i o n  

was a dead i s s u e .  He a l s o  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  f e a r  t h a t  h i s  p a r t y  

had d r i f t e d  away f rom  i t s  o r i g i n a l  p r i n c i p l e s  and co n ten d e d  

t h e  GOP c o u l d  no l o n g e r  r e l y  upon t h e  " s a f e "  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  

p r e v i o u s  t w e n t y  y e a r s  f o r  v i c t o r y .  He c a l l e d  f o r  more v i g o 

r o u s  p r o s e c u t i o n ,  o f  m onopo l ie s  and p l e d  w i th  R e p u b l i c a n s  t o  

t a k e  t h e  l e a d  on t h e  s i l v e r  i s s u e . i *

G r e e r ' s  seem ing  t u r n  to w a rd  P o p u l i sm  i n  p rom ot ing  f r e e  

s i l v e r  and a n t im o n o p o ly  was more a p p a r e n t  t h a n  r e a l .  A com

mitment  t o  t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s  d i d  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a s u b s t a n t i a l  

b r e a k  with t h e  s u c c e s s  e t h i c  o r  s e l f -m a d e - m a n  myth G r e e r  and 

most Oklahoma R e p u b l i c a n s  e s p o u s e d .  When a sk e d  how much mo

ney t h e  n a t i o n  n e ed e d ,  G re e r  r e p l i e d  " a l l  we can  g e t ,  w i th 

o u t  i n j u r i n g  t h a t  we a l r e a d y  h a v e ,  and t h e  way t o  g e t  i t  i s

G u t h r i e  Weekly Oklahoma S t a t e  C a p i t a l ,  19 May 1894, 

I b i d . ,  23 J u n e  and  28 J u l y  1894.
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by u s in g  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  n a t u r e  h a s  g iven  u s , "  namely go ld  and 

s i l v e r .  On m o n o p o l i e s ,  t h e  R ep u b l i c a n  e d i t o r  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  

laws  which a l lo w e d  u n n a t u r a l  a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  w e a l th  s h o u ld  

be a b r i d g e d ,  b u t  " t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a man t o  accu m u la te  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  a p t i t u d e  and h i s  n a t u r a l  powers must n o t  be 

i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h . "  D n l ik e  P o p u l i s t s  G re e r  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e  

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  m en 's  a b i l i t i e s  c o u l d  n a t u r a l l y  r e s u l t  in  

wide d i s p a r i t i e s  i n  w e a l t h .  The R e p u b l i c a n  e d i t o r  a l s o  a s 

s e r t e d  t h a t  "men who a r e  f a i l u r e s  i n  p r i v a t e  l i f e  {business}  

a r e  n o t  t h e  o n e s  t o  s e l e c t  f o r  s u c c e s s  i n  p u b l i c  l i f e . "  

Most P o p u l i s t  l e a d e r s ,  he  c l a i m e d ,  were " t h e  d i s g r u n t l e d ,  

d i s a p p o i n t e d  and d e f e a t e d  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  two o l d  p a r t i e s . "  

Such l a c k  o f  s u c c e s s  d i s q u a l i f i e d  them f o r  p o l i t i c a l  p r e f e r 

e n c e .  P a t e r n a l i s m  was t h e  c a u s e  f o r  a l l  o f  A m e r i c a ' s  p rob

l e m s ,  G re e r  c l a i m e d .  The P o p u l i s t  i d e a  t h a t  l e g i s l a t i o n  " i s  

t h e  p a n ac e a  f o r  a l l  t h e  i l l s  o f  mankind,  i s  b o rn  o f  i g n o 

r a n c e . "  A cco rd ing  t o  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  spokesman, laws sh o u ld  

g iv e  e v e r y  nan a n  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  and " p r o t e c t  him i n  h i s  

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s  and i n  h i s  a c c u m u l a t i o n s . "  I f  some 

p e o p le  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  " e n s l a v e d , "  h e  s t a t e d ,  " i t  i s  done 

by t h e i r  own c a r e l e s s n e s s ,  p e r v e r s i t y  o r  ig n o ra n c e ."» ®

I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  e n t h u s i a s m  and harmony w i t h i n  GOP 

r a n k s ,  Oklahoma Democrats  were  i n  a lm o s t  c o m p le te  d i s a r r a y  

by t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e i r  August  1 t e r r i t o r i a l  c o n v e n t i o n .  Feud

in g  be tween  o p p o n e n t s  and s u p p o r t e r s  o f  P r e s i d e n t  C le v e la n d

»5 G u t h r i e  Week l y Oklahoma S t a t e  Capi t a l .  27 October  S 3 No
vember 1894.
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and h i s  p o l i c i e s  had been ram pant  f o r  a y e a r .  I n  J a n u a r y  

t e r r i t o r i a l  Democrats  had removed L e s l i e  P. Boss a s  ch a i rm an  

o f  t h e i r  p a r t y -  Roy Hoffman, however,  r e t a i n e d  h i s  s e a t  on 

th e  e x e c u t i v e  c o m m it tee .  A ccord ing  t o  s i l v e r i t e  Mort B i x l e r  

o f  th% Norman S t a t e  Demo c r a t , Hoffman a l s o  c o n t i n u e d  t o  i n 

s u l t  and d r i v e  o u t  o f  t h e  p a r t y  e v e r y  man who f a i l e d  t o  

"make a s e r v i l e  and c r i n g i n g  bow to  R e n f r o w ." The g o v e r 

n o r ' s  f r i e n d s  a t t r i b u t e d  s u ch  a t t a c k s  t o  t h e  " k i c k i n g "  of 

t h o s e  p a s s e d  o v e r  f o r  a p p o i n t m e n t s . **

Although  s i l v e r i t e s  e a s i l y  g a in ed  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  Democ

r a t i c  c o n v e n t i o n ' s  p e rm anen t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  1894, t h e y  d id  

no t  c o m p le t e ly  c o n t r o l  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  m e e t in g .  For 

t h e  D e l e g a t e  n o m in a t io n  Democra ts  named s i l v e r i t e  J o se p h  

Hisby over  L e s l i e  P. Ross by a t w o - t o - o n e  m a rg in .  Comprom

i s e s  worked o u t  on t h e  p l a t f o r m ,  however ,  l e f t  t h e  p a r t y  

wi th  an a u ra  o f  s c h i z o p h r e n i a  f o r  t h e  cam paign .  The 1894 

D emocrat ic  p l a t f o r m  f a v o r e d  t h e  f r e e  and u n l i m i t e d  c o in a g e  

o f  American s i l v e r ,  f r e e  homes and im m ed ia te  s i n g l e  s t a t e 

hood. By s p e c i f y i n g  American s i l v e r ,  b o t h  Democrats  and Re

p u b l i c a n s  m i r r o r e d  C l e v e l a n d ' s  c o n ce rn  t h a t  f o r e i g n  coun

t r i e s  might f l o o d  t h e  American T r e a s u r y  w i th  t h e  w h i te  

m e ta l ,  and demand go ld  i n  r e t u r n .  Democra ts  a l s o  e x p r e s s e d  

sympathy f o r  l a b o r ' s  " j u s t  demands,  when made i n  a  p e a c e a b l e  

and l a w f u l  m anner ,"  denounced th e  Rock I s l a n d  f o r  i t s  a c 

G u t h r i e  Week l y  Oklahoma S t a t e  Capi t a l ,  20 J a n u a r y  1894; 
Norman S t a t e Democra t ,  3 F e b ru a ry  Î8 9 4  and Oklahoma C i ty  
P r e s s ^ a z e t t e  i n  t h e  Norman S t a t e  Democrat ,  11 August 
Î8 9 4 .



191

t i o n s  i n  t h e  C herokee  O u t l e t  and t h e n  e n d o r s e d  b o th  th e  n a 

t i o n a l  and t e r r i t o r i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s .  S i l v e r i t e s  a t t e m p t 

ed t o  b l o c k  t h e  e ndo rsem en t  o f  C l e v e l a n d ,  b u t  f a i l e d -  Oppo

n e n t s  made much o f  t h e  anomaly o f  a s i l v e r i t e  c r i t i c  o f  t h e  

c u r r e n t  D em o cra t ic  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  r u n n in g  on a p r o - C l e v e l a n d  

p l a t f o r m . 17

The Oklahoma R ep rese n t a t i v e  p u t  f o r t h  t h e  o f f i c i a l  Popu

l i s t  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  D em o cra t ic  and R e p u b l i c a n  s i l v e r  

p l a n k s .  E d i t o r  V in cen t  l a b e l e d  them, "two l i n k s  o f  b o lo g n a -  

so  a l i k e  i n  s m e l l  and com plex ion  .  .  .  { th a t  they} must be

from t h e  same d o g ."  He p u b l i s h e d  t h e  m a ins t ream  p a r t y ' s  

s i l v e r  p l a n k s  s i d e  by s i d e  i n  t h e  Oklahoma Re p r e s e n t a t i v e  so  

P o p u l i s t  spokesmen c o u ld  c u t  them o u t  and a sk  t h e i r  oppo

n e n t s  a t  d e b a t e s  which was which .  The r e s u l t s  p roved  q u i t e  

e m b a r r a s s i n g  t o  D em ocra t ic  and R e p u b l i c a n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on 

o c c a s i o n . 1■

i s  Leo V in c e n t  p r e d i c t e d  a f t e r  th e  D em ocra t ic  C o n v e n t io n ,  

t h e  r a c e  i n  1894 would be between R e p u b l i c a n s  and P o p u l i s t s .  

A ccord ing  to  t h e  G u t h r i e  e d i t o r  a g r e a t e r  gap now e x i s t e d  

be tween P o p u l i s t s  and Democrats  t h a n  P o p u l i s t s  and R e p u b l i 

c a n s .  T h i r d  p a r t y  s o u r c e s ,  however,  would p r o v i d e  most of  

t h e  a t t a c k s  on t h e  Democrats  i n  1894. Frank  G r e e r  seemed t o  

f e a r  t h a t  most Democrats  would go o v e r  t o  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r 

17 G u th r i e  Oklahoma Repr e s e n t a t i v e , 9 August  1894; G u t h r i e  
Weekl y  Oklahoma S t a t e  c a p i t a l , 11 August 1894; Norman 
St a t e  De m o c r a t?  4 Â ugust” l894 and S t i l l w a t e r  Payne Coun ty  
Popu l i s t ,  10 August 1894.

18 G u t h r i e  Oklahoma Repres e n t a t i v e .  5 & 20 Septem ber  1894.
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t y ,  and t h u s ,  gave  B isby  a much more f a v o r a b l e  p r e s s  t h a n  

e x p e c t e d .  As i t  became o b v i o u s  H is b y ,  t h e  D e m o cra t ic  c a n d i 

d a t e ,  would f i n i s h  a d i s t a n t  t h i r d ,  n o t a b l e  D em ocra t ic  

spokesmen dropped  from t h e  r a c e . i *

Leo V in c en t  p u t  f o r t h  h i s  i d e a s  on t h e  P o p u l i s t  campaign

o f  1894 i n  an  O k la h o ma Rep r e s e n t a t i v e  a r t i c l e  f o u r  d a y s  be 

f o r e  t h e  J u l y  10 t h i r d  p a r t y  t e r r i t o r i a l  c o n v e n t i o n  i n  El 

Reno. V in c e n t  s u g g e s t e d  P o p u l i s t s  n o m in a te  f o r  t h e  head o f  

t h e i r  t i c k e t  a man who p o s s e s s e d  t h r e e  r e q u i s i t e  q u a l i t i e s :  

he s h o u l d  be a known P o p u l i s t  o f  s t a b l e  c h a r a c t e r ,  s h o u ld  

have  a c l e a n  r e c o r d  and s h o u l d  n o t  be  s o  p a r t i s a n  a s  t o  be 

o f f e n s i v e .  V i n c e n t ' s  f i r s t  two p o i n t s  were o b v io u s  j a b s  a t  

t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  f i r s t  two d e l e g a t e  no m in ees .  H is  t h i r d  

p o i n t  lo o k e d  t o  t h e  s t r a t e g y  o f  s e c u r i n g  a s  many D em ocra t ic  

v o t e s  a s  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  a c t u a l l y  e n g a g in g  i n  o v e r t  f u s i o n .  

The d e p r e s s i o n ,  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  Sherman S i l v e r  P u r c h a s e  Act,  

and t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  Enid  R a i l r o a d  War, 

made t h e  D emocrats  t h e  s m a l l e s t  p a r t y  i n  Oklahoma. Turn ing  

t h e  D em ocra t ic  a r g u m e n t s  o f  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s  upon t h e i r  fo rm er  

e x p o n e n t s ,  V in c e n t  c o n te n d e d  t h a t  f o r  D em ocra ts  t o  v o t e  f o r

an o b v io u s  l o s e r  was f o o l i s h .  D e m o cra t ic  l e a d e r s ,  he con 

t e n d e d  " s h o u l d  s t e p  a s i d e  l i k e  men and g iv e  t h e  P o p u l i s t s  a 

c h a n c e . "  V in c en t  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  s e c t i o n a l i s m  h u r t  t h e  

t h i r d  p a r t y  movement,  w h i l e  a r u r a l - u r b a n  c l e a v a g e  made Po

p u l i s t s  a m ajor  c o n t e n d e r  i n  Oklahoma- He t h u s  p r a i s e d  De-

IV G u t h r i e  O k lahoma R epre s e n t a t i v e , 9 A ugus t ,  13 Sep tem ber  & 
25 O c to b e r ~ Ï 8 9 4 .
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a o c r a t i c  l e a d e r s  from t h e  c o u n ty  f o r  t h e i r  s i n c e r i t y  i n  s u p 

p o r t i n g  s i l v e r ,  a low t a r i f f  and a n t i t r u s t  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

The P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y ,  he e m p h a s iz e d ,  had s u p p o r t e d  each  o f  

t h e s e  i s s u e s  from i t s  i n c e p t i o n ,  w h i l e  u rb an  o r i e n t e d  Democ

r a t s  had b e t r a y e d  t h e i r  p a r t y  on t h e s e  i s s u e s .  V in cen t  

c a l l e d  f o r  a  s t a t e s a a n - l e a d e r  c a p a b l e  o f  r e c r u i t i n g  men who, 

a l t h o u g h  d i s e n c h a n t e d  w i th  t h e i r  o ld  a l l e g i a n c e ,  m igh t  be 

o f f e n d e d  t h r o u g h  i n t e m p e r a t e  a t t a c k s  upon t h e i r  fo r m e r  p a r 

t y .  2 0  A l though  V in c e n t  c l a i m e d  h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  was n o t  i n  t h e  

i n t e r e s t  o f  any p a r t i c u l a r  c a n d i d a t e  he  o b v i o u s l y  f a v o r e d  

Ralph  Beaumont f o r  t h e  D e l e g a t e  n o m i n a t i o n .  B eau m o n t ' s  a s 

s o c i a t i o n  w i th  t h e  K n i g h t s  o f  Labor  and h i s  v i g o r o u s  l o b b y 

in g  f o r  t h e  o p e n in g  o f  Oklahoma t o  n o n - I n d i a n  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  

t h e  1880s made him w id e ly  known i n  t h e  new t e r r i t o r y .  As a 

lo n g  t i m e  t h i r d  p a r t y  f i g u r e  Beaumont was w e l l  v e r s e d  on Po

p u l i s t  i s s u e s .  He was a good s p e a k e r ,  and w h i l e  h i s  New 

England a c c e n t  may have  been  a h a n d i c a p ,  Oklahoma was s t i l l  

a  l a n d  o f  m i g r a n t s  f rom  t h e  o l d e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n . 2 1  

To a c e r t a i n  d e g r e e  V i n c e n t ' s  s t a t e m e n t  on p a r t y  s t r a t e g y  

r e k i n d l e d  t h e  f u s i o n  i s s u e  among Oklahoma P o p u l i s t s .  Fu- 

s i o n i s t s  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  e d i t o r ' s  s t a t e m e n t  a s  f a v o r i n g  t h e  

n o m in a t io n  o f  "some c o n s e r v a t i v e  man whom t h e  D em ocra ts  can  

e n d o r s e . "  Beaumont v i g o r o u s l y  d e n ie d  t h e  need  t o  no m in a te  a 

man s u i t a b l e  t o  D e m o cr a t i c  l e a d e r s  t o  win i n  November. The

2 0  G u t h r i e  Oklahoma Rep r e s e n t a t i v e , 14 June  1894 and 25 Au
g u s t  1894.

2 1  I b i d . ,  27 September  1894.
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Oklahoma County P o p u l i s t  C lub ,  he c l a i m e d ,  had t h r e e  t im e s  

t h e  membership on i t s  r o l l s  a s  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  r e c e i v e d  

v o t e s  i n  1892- Accord ing  t o  Beaumont,  s i m i l a r  adv an ces  

e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  i n s u r e d  th e  t h i r d  p a r t y  a sub

s t a n t i a l  p o l l  even  w i t h o u t  D em ocra t ic  he lp .*®

N i n e t y - n i n e  d e l e g a t e s ,  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  whom c la im ed  C i v i l  

War s e r v i c e ,  met a t  E l  Reno on J u l y  10, 1894, t o  nom ina te

Ralph  Beaumont a s  t h e  P o p u l i s t  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  D e le g a t e  to  

C o n g r e s s . 2 3 Beaumont had f o u r  o p p o n e n ts  f o r  t h e  n o m in a t io n .  

None, however ,  were s e r i o u s  c o n t e n d e r s .  As Leo V in cen t  l a 

t e r  n o t e d ,  most " d o u b t l e s s  l e a r n e d  many t h i n g s  commendable 

t o  t h e m s e l v e s  t h a t  up t o  t h a t  t im e  t h e y  were i g n o r a n t  o f "  

d u r i n g  th e  n o m in a t in g  s p e e c h e s .  He a l s o  p r o u d ly  n o ted  t h a t  

l e s s  t h a n  h a l f  of  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  had t a k e n  t h e  t r a i n  t o  t h e  

c o n v e n t i o n  and none  were o f f i c e h o l d e r s .  V in c en t  was named 

ch a i rm an  o f  t h e  p a r t y ' s  c e n t r a l  c o m m it te e ,  which a u t o m a t i 

c a l l y  made him B eaum ont ' s  manager f o r  t h e  campaign .**

I n  t h e i r  p l a t f o r m  P o p u l i s t s  e n d o rsed  t h e  Omaha P l a t f o r m  

o f  1892, c a l l e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  f r e e  c o in a g e  o f  s i l v e r ,  de

nounced both  t h e  D em ocra t ic  and R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t i e s  a s  a g e n t s

** Oklahoma C i t y  Okla homa St a t e  i n  t h e  G u t h r i e  Oklahoma Re
p r e s e n t a t i v e .  28 June  1894-

*3 F i f t y - s i z  ex-U nion  s o l d i e r s  and t e n  e x - C o n f e d e r a t e  s o l d i 
e r s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n .  T h i s  exceeded  t h e  number of  
C i v i l  War v e t e r a n s  t o  a t t e n d  bo th  o f  t h e  o ld  p a r t y  con
v e n t i o n s  in  1894-

*♦ G u th r i e  Weekly Oklahoma S t a t e  C a p i t a l ,  2 June  1894 and 
G u th r i e  Oklahoma R ep rese n t a t i v e .  12 J u l y  1894. John  Al
l a n  was e l e c t e d  perm anen t  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n .
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o f  t h e  money power,  c a l l e d  f o r  b o a rd s  o f  a r b i t r a t i o n  f o r  

l a b o r  d i s p u t e s  and e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  s y m p a t h i e s  f o r  Coxey, 

Debs and t h e  p e o p le  o f  Enid  and Pond C reek .  At t h e  t e r r i t o 

r i a l  l e v e l  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  f a v o r e d  f r e e  homes,  s i n g l e  s t a t e 

hood,  b e t t e r  laws on l e a s i n g  s c h o o l  l a n d s  and s c a l i n g  a l l  

o f f i c i a l  s a l a r i e s  " i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  i n  p r i c e s  

f o r  p r o d u c t s ,  and t h e  wages o f  l a b o r e r s . "  V in c en t  e a r l i e r  

had i d e n t i f i e d  t a x a t i o n  a s  t h e  " g r e a t  o ve rshadow ing  i s s u e  i n  

Oklahoma."  A ccord ing  t o  t h e  P o p u l i s t  l e a d e r ,  t h e  t e r r i t o 

r y ' s  t a x  r a t e  was g r o s s l y  and u n j u s t l y  i n f l a t e d ,  " e x c e e d i n g  

t h a t  o f  any o t h e r  s t a t e  o r  t e r r i t o r y . "  i i t h  d r o u g h t ,  d e b t  

and p o v e r t y  a s  t h e  l o t  of  most Oklahomans,  l o c a l  and t e r r i 

t o r i a l  e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  on s a l a r i e s ,  s h o u ld  be  r e 

duced , F u l l y  a q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  t a x p a y e r s  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  

were d e l i n q u e n t ,  h e  c l a i m e d .  The i s s u e  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  

s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h e  o l d e r  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y .  Homes

t e a d e r s  r e c e i v e d  t i t l e  t o  t h e i r  l a n d s  a f t e r  f i v e  y e a r s .  For 

t h o s e  i n  t h e  U nass igned  Lands t h i s  came i n  1894. Land b e 

came t a x a b l e  once  a h o m e s te a d e r  r e c e i v e d  t i t l e  t o  h i s  

c l a i m .  25

Democra ts  and R e p u b l i c a n s  denounced Ralph  Beaumont a s  a 

" c a r p e t b a g g e r , " who a c l i q u e  o f  P o p u l i s t  l e a d e r s  im p o r te d  

f o r  s i n i s t e r  p u r p o s e s .  Nicknames su ch  a s  " R o l l i n g s t o n e "  

Beaumont and  " A n a r c h i s t "  Beaumont q u i c k l y  emerged.  Frank 

G re e r  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  O k lahoma S t a t e  Ca p i t a l , r e v i v e d  r u -

25 G u th r i e  Oklahoma R epres e n t a t i v e , 21 May and 12 J u l y  1894.
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mors o f  a ï i d e t t e - l i k e  s e c r e t  machine  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  

P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y .  G re e r  gave  Beaumont ,  V in c e n t  and  F r e d  B a i 

l e y  t o p  h onors  i n  t h e  s e c r e t  o r d e r .  V i n c e n t  and  G r e e r  t h e n  

r e h a s h e d  t h e  K an sas  e l e c t i o n  o f  1888,  r e p l e t e  w i th  c h a r g e s  

o f  who was t o  blame f o r  t h e  in fa m o u s  C o f f e y v i l l e  bombing.

Beaumont moved t o  o f f s e t  h i s  l i a b i l i t y  a s  a  newcomer with  

a v i g o r o u s  campaign  i n  1894. The P o p u l i s t  nominee c a n v a s s e d  

th e  t e r r i t o r y  w i th  a s c h e d u l e  o f  d e b a t e s  and camp m e e t i n g s .  

At Norman he d e c l a r e d  t h e  t a r i f f  a m ino r  i s s u e .  At P e r k i n s  

he spoke  o f  h i s  C i v i l  Bar s e r v i c e ,  and  how a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  

war t h e  government had d i s c h a r g e d  him, b u t  n o t  t h e  b o n d h o ld 

e r s .  To o f f s e t  some o f  t h e  o l d  p a r t i e s '  s e c t i o n a l  a p p e a l  

t h e  P o p u l i s t  l e a d e r s h i p  r a n  what V in c e n t  c a l l e d  an  " o l d  s o l 

d i e r "  cam pa ign .  As g r e e n b a c k e r s  V in c e n t  and Beaumont c a l l e d  

f o r  t h e  k ind  o f  money " t h a t  came t o  y o u r  r e s c u e  d u r i n g  t h e  

w a r . "  Beaumont a l s o  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  e a s y  way t o  n a t i o n 

a l i z e  t h e  r a i l r o a d s  was t o  " s im p ly  f o r e c l o s e  t h e  m or tgage  on 

t h e  Union P a c i f i c  which t h e  B e p u b l i c a n s  f o r  t w e n t y  y e a r s  

have  f a i l e d  t o  c o l l e c t . "  F r e e  s i l v e r  a n d  t a x a t i o n ,  how ever ,  

proved t o  be t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  most i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s . 2?

2« Alva Chr o n i c l e ,  20 J u l y  1894; E l  fieno Demo c r a t  i n  t h e  
Norman S t a t e  Democ r a t  13 June  189 4; Norman S t a t e  Democ
r a t ,  11 6 18 August 1894; G u t h r i e  Beek l y Oklahoma St a t e 
C ap i t a l , 22 September  1894 and G u t h r i e  Ok l a h oma R e p r e s e n 
t a t i v e ,  20 Sep tem ber  1894.

27 Norman P e o p l e ' s  V o ice ,  25 May 1894; S t i l l w a t e r  Payne 
Coun t y  Popul i s t ,  7 September  1894; G u t h r i e  Oklahoma Re
p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  27 Sep tember  1894 and G u t h r i e  Be e k l y  Ok l a 
h oma S t a t e  C a p i t a l .  22 Sep tember  1894.
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The " f i n a n c i a l  q u e s t i o n "  was one  o f  t h e  most v i t a l  

p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  How much 

money c i r c u l a t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  American economy a f f e c t e d  p r i c 

e s ,  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  c r e d i t ,  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  and income. 

S i n c e  m o n e ta ry  p o l i c y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  b a s i c  ground r u l e s  

upon which  t h e  economy o p e r a t e d ,  t h e  s t a k e s  were h i g h .  

Those  who c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  r u l e s  o f  c r e d i t  and commerce,  t o  a 

g r e a t  e x t e n t ,  d e t e r m i n e d  who g o t  t h e  l a r g e s t  s h a r e  o f  Ameri

c a ' s  e x p a n d in g  p r o d u c t i v e  c a p a c i t y .

B e f o r e  t h e  C i v i l  War Amer icans  r e l i e d  upon a m e ta l  b a s i s  

f o r  t h e i r  c u r r e n c y .  The gove rnm en t  s e t  t h e  l e g a l  r a t i o  b e t 

ween t h e  v a l u e  o f  g o ld  and s i l v e r  a t  s i x t e e n  t o  one i n  1834. 

As t h e  i n t r i n s i c  v a l u e  o f  s i x t e e n  ounces  o f  s i l v e r  was 

g r e a t e r  t h a n  one  ounce  o f  go ld  a t  th e  t i m e ,  p e o p l e  g e n e r a l l y  

h o a r d e d  t h e  w h i t e  m e t a l  and used  go ld  f o r  c u r r e n c y .  The 

f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  need  f o r  money t o  f i n a n c e  t h e  C i v i l  War 

c a u s e d  W ashing ton  to  s u sp e n d  s p e c i e  payments  ( t h e  re d e m p t io n  

o f  p a p e r  c u r r e n c y  w i th  g o ld  a n d / o r  s i l v e r )  i n  1862. During 

t h e  war f e d e r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  p r i n t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $450 m i l 

l i o n  o f  f l a t  money, c a l l e d  g r e e n b a c k s .  The r e s u l t  was i n 

f l a t i o n ,  co m m erc ia l  l i q u i d i t y  and g e n e r a l  p r o s p e r i t y .  Or

th o d o x  f i n a n c i a l  c i r c l e s ,  how ever ,  l o o k e d  to w ard  t h e  

re s u m p t io n  o f  s p e c i e  payments  and r e d e m p t io n  o f  g re e n b a c k s  

w i th  m e ta l  a f t e r  t h e  war- The P u b l i c  C r e d i t  Act o f  1869 

p le d g e d  t h e  f e d e r a l  government  t o  su ch  a p o l i c y .
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Arguments  o v e r  mone ta ry  p o l i c y  v e n t  w e l l  beyond t h e  rea lm  

o f  t e c h n i c a l  f i n a n c i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y .  E x p o n e n ts  o f  v a r i o u s  m one ta ry  p o s i t i o n s  q u i c k l y  

wrapped t h e i r  f i s c a l  p o s i t i o n s  i n  b l a n k e t s  o f  m o r a l i s t i c  

s l o g a n s  to  g a i n  s u p p o r t .  Because  r e t i r e m e n t  o f  g re e n b a c k s  

would c a u s e  d e f l a t i o n ,  u n l e s s  a m a jo r  s i l v e r  o r  g o ld  s t r i k e  

o c c u r r e d ,  b a n k e r s  and o t h e r  c r e d i t o r s  g e n e r a l l y  f a v o r e d  what 

t h e y  c a l l e d  " h o n e s t  money," meaning c u r r e n c y  b a se d  upon t h e  

i n t r i n s i c  v a l u e  o f  some m e t a l .  They a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  n a 

t i o n ' s  honor  was a t  s t a k e .  Those who had s u p p o r t e d  t h e  war 

e f f o r t  t h r o u g h  p u r c h a s e  o f  government  s e c u r i t i e s ,  th e y  

c l a i m e d ,  had assumed t h e  d o l l a r  would be r e t u r n e d  t o  p a r .  

Redemption o f  g r e e n b a c k s  was n e c e s s a r y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  con

v i n c e  t h e  h o l d e r s  o f  c a p i t a l  o f  t h e  l o n g  te rm r e l i a b i l i t y  of  

t h e  government and s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  d o l l a r .  I n v e s t o r s ,  o t h 

e r w i s e ,  might be  t i m i d  and s t u n t  t h e  economic  growth  o f  t h e  

n a t i o n .  The f a i l u r e  t o  redeem g re e n b a c k s  i n  s p e c i e  would 

a l s o  d e s t r o y  f o r e i g n  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  d o l l a r ,  and t h u s ,  

f o r e i g n  t r a d e  a s  w e l l .

D e b t o r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  c a s h  poor  South  and West,  

took  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  o f  t h e  monetary  q u e s t i o n .  They f o 

c u se d  upon t h e  u n f a i r n e s s  o f  d e f l a t i o n .  C o n t r a c t i n g  t h e  vo

lume o f  c u r r e n c y  i n  c i r c u l a t i o n  would c a u s e  a c o r r e s p o n d i n g  

d e c r e a s e  i n  commodity p r i c e s  and wages .  As each o f  t h e  

s c a r c e r  d o l l a r s  g a in ed  in  p u r c h a s i n g  power,  t h e  d e b t  a m or t 

g a g e - r i d d e n  f a r m e r  owed i n c r e a s e d .  The d e b t o r  would have  t o
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s e l l  more and more p r o d u c t s  t o  make t h e  same d o l l a r  he had 

borrowed.  As c ro p  p r o d u c t i o n  r o s e  f a s t e r  t h a n  co n su m p t io n ,  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r i c e s  d e c l i n e d ,  g i v i n g  t h e  f a r m e r  even  l e s s  

f o r  h i s  l a b o r .  With l e s s  money c i r c u l a t i n g  th r o u g h  th e  

economy, c r e d i t  would a l s o  be more d i f f i c u l t  t o  o b t a i n ,  and 

in  a c r e d i t o r ’ s  m a rk e t ,  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  would i n c r e a s e .

When t h e  f e d e r a l  government  r e v i s e d  i t s  c o i n a g e  l i s t  i n  

1873, s i l v e r  was e l i m i n a t e d  from t h e  s c h e d u l e  o f  m e t a l s  t o  

be c o in e d .  T h i s  made t r a d e  w i th  n a t i o n s  on t h e  go ld  s t a n 

da rd  e a s i e r .  As s i l v e r  was l a r g e l y  h oa rded  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  d e 

m o n e t i z a t i o n  seemed i r r e l e v a n t .  Large  s c a l e  s i l v e r  s t r i k e s  

and deve lopm ent  o f  a new t e c h n i q u e  t o  p r o c e s s  low g r a d e  o r e  

i n  t h e  m id-1870s ,  however ,  low ered  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  w h i te  

m e ta l .  I f  s i l v e r  had rem a ined  on t h e  c o in a g e  l i s t  a t  t h e  

r a t i o  o f  s i x t e e n  t o  one d e f l a t i o n  would n o t  have  been  a s  

s e v e r e  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  D ebtor  spokesmen and 

s i l v e r  i n t e r e s t s  im m e d ia te ly  l a b e l e d  t h e  d e m o n e t i z a t i o n  of  

s i l v e r  t h e  "Crime o f  1873 ."

As t h e  f r e e  c o in a g e  o f  s i l v e r  and g o ld  a t  a  r a t i o  o f  s i x 

t e e n  t o  one would c a u s e  an e x p a n s io n  o f  t h e  c u r r e n c y  expo

n e n t s  o f  g re e n b a c k s  d e s i r e d ,  w h i le  overcoming t h e  f e a r s  many 

had a b o u t  f i a t  money, " f r e e  s i l v e r "  became a p o p u l a r  s lo g a n  

in  t h e  South  and West. I n  1878 and 1890 R ep u b l i ca n  l e a d e r s  

found i t  p o l i t i c a l l y  e x p e d i e n t  t o  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  l i m i t e d  

c o in a g e  of  s i l v e r  wi th  t h e  B l a n d - A l l i s o n  and Sherman S i l v e r  

P u rchase  A c t s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  F i s c a l  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  b e l i e v e d
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t h a t  u n c e r t a i n t y  a b o u t  t h e  c u r r e n c y  a f t e r  t h e  Sherman Act 

c a u s e d  t h e  P a n ic  o f  1893. When Graver C le v e l a n d  a c c e p t e d  

t h e i r  a rgument  and s e c u r e d  r e p e a l  of  t h e  law i n  1893, he c a 

t a p u l t e d  t h e  s i l v e r  i s s u e  t o  n a t i o n a l  p rom inence .

A cco rd ing  t o  w e s t e r n  and s o u t h e r n  spokesmen t h e  d e m o n e t i 

z a t i o n  o f  s i l v e r  was a Wall  S t r e e t  p l o t  t o  advance  t h e  i n 

t e r e s t s  of b a n k e r s  and o t h e r  c r e d i t o r s .  F e d e r a l  e x p e n d i 

t u r e s  would f o r c e  t h e  f l o a t i n g  o f  government  bo n d s .  Banks 

« would u s e  t h e i r  r e s e r v e s  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e s e  bonds  and th e n  

p l a c e  them w i th  t h e  T r e a s u r y  a s  s e c u r i t y  f o r  bank i s s u e d  pa

p e r  money. The on ly  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween a government  bond 

and a g r e e n b a c k .  P o p u l i s t s  c l a i m e d ,  was t h e  i n t e r e s t  b a n k e r s  

s e c u r e d  t h r o u g h  a bond i s s u e .  A cco rd ing  t o  Leo V i n c e n t ,  t h e  

o l d  p a r t i e s  wanted i n t e r e s t  b e a r i n g  bo n d s ,  i n  l a r g e  denomi

n a t i o n  which o n l y  t h e  r i c h  c o u l d  p u r c h a s e ,  w h i le  P o p u l i s t s  

d e s i r e d  n o n - i n t e r e s t  b e a r i n g  bonds  (g ree n b ac k s )  i n  s m a l l  

d e n o m in a t io n s  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  a l l . z *

To P o p u l i s t s  governm ent  bonds  were m ere ly  a s u b t e r f u g e  

t h e  r i c h  used  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  money i n t o  t h e i r  own hands .  

The p r o d u c e r  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h i r d  p a r t y  spokesmen l e d  them 

t o  e sp o u se  a l a b o r  t h e o r y  o f  v a l u e .  L ab o r ,  n o t  i n v e s t m e n t ,  

s p e c u l a t i o n  o r  s l i c k  d e a l s ,  t h e y  c l a i m e d ,  p roduced  w e a l t h .  

C a p i t a l  a p p r o p r i a t e d  w e a l t h  w i t h o u t  human e x e r t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  

c u r r e n t  s y s t e m .  T h i s ,  t h e y  c l a i m e d ,  was a g a i n s t  t h e  l a w s  o f  

n a t u r e  and God. Because  i n t e r e s t  was n o t  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  hu-

G u th r i e  Oklahoma Repr e s e n t a t i v e . 3 O c to b e r  1895.
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man l a b o r  i t  was c o n s i d e r e d  l e g a l i z e d  t h i e v e r y .  According  

t o  P o p u l i s t  l o g i c  l aw s  a l l o w i n g  c a p i t a l  s u c h  an a d v a n ta g e  

o ve r  human l a b o r  l e d  t o  " c o n c e n t r a t e d  w e a l t h "  which i n  t u r n  

meant " a u t o c r a t i c  and p l u t o c r a t i c  g ove rnm en t ,  a lw a y s  t e n d i n g  

tow ard  monarchy.

Because  l a b o r  a l o n e  p roduced  w e a l t h .  P o p u l i s t s  co n ten d e d  

t h a t  money was no more t h a n  a t o o l  c i v i l i z e d  n a t i o n s  used  t o  

f a c i l i t a t e  e x ch a n g e .  True  money was d e v o id  o f  i n t r i n s i c  va

l u e .  I f  t h e  r i c h  c o u l d  c o n t r o l  th e  n a t i o n ' s  m one ta ry  s y s 

tem,  however ,  t h e y  c o u ld  r e a p  t h e  p r o f i t s  o f  o t h e r s *  l a b o r  

th ro u g h  m a n i p u l a t i o n .  R e c e i v i n g  i n t e r e s t  on bonds  was one 

way. Keeping  c i r c u l a t i n g  medium a t  a minimum t o  d r i v e  up 

i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  on p r i v a t e  and b u s i n e s s  l o a n s  was a n o t h e r .  

A cco rd in g  t o  Leo V i n c e n t ,  h a rd  money r e a l l y  meant h a rd  to  

g e t  money. In  Oklahoma and o t h e r  c a s h  poor  r e g i o n s  e n t r e 

p r e n e u r s  s u ch  a s  e x -G o v e r n o r  A. J .  Seay  c o u l d  borrow money 

i n  M i s s o u r i  a t  s i x  p e r c e n t  i n t e r e s t  and lo a n  i t  o u t  i n  Okla

homa a t  tw e lv e  p e r c e n t .  P o p u l i s t s  c o n s i d e r e d  such  a c t i v i 

t i e s  immoral  and u n f a i r . * *

Because  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  l aw s  f a v o r e d  c a p i t a l  o v e r  p r o d u c e r s ,  

" t h e  r e l a t i o n  be tw een  d e b t - m a k e r s  and d e b t - p a y e r s  i s  t h a t  of  

m a s t e r  t o  s l a v e , "  Reverend A. G. Copeland  w r o te  when he ed

i t e d  t h e  S u t h r i e  V e s t  and S o u th .  J o h n  A l l a n  w ro te  t h a t  he

z* Norman P e o p l e s  V o ic e , 18 November 1892.

** C l a r k  Brown, " B io g ra p h y  o f  Abraham J e f f e r s o n  S e a y , "  Abra
ham J e f f e r s o n  Seay C o l l e c t i o n ,  W es te rn  H i s t o r y  C o l l e c 
t i o n ,  B n i v e r s i t y  of Oklahoma, p .  13.
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"would l i k e  t o  s e e  t h e  [o th e r}  m i n i s t e r s  g e t t i n g  on t h e  

l o r d ' s  s i d e  o f  t h e  money q u e s t i o n , "  and  s u g g e s t e d  t h e y  s t a r t  

by r e a d i n g  up on u s u r y .  For  P o p u l i s t s  t h e  l a b o r  t h e o r y  o f  

v a l u e  only e x p r e s s e d  G o d ' s  n a t u r a l  l a w s .  The men who c r e a t 

ed w e a l t h  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  own l a b o r  s h o u l d  r e c e i v e  t h e  f u l l  

b e n e f i t s  o f  i t s  v a l u e .  A cco rd ing  t o  Leo V in c e n t  m e r c h a n t s ,  

money l e n d e r s ,  r a i l r o a d s  and  o t h e r  c a p i t a l i s t s  s e t  t h e  p r i c e  

f o r  t h e i r  goods  and s e r v i c e s  a t  a p e r c e n t  above c o s t ,  r e 

g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  l a b o r  i n v o l v e d .  To m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  p r o f i t s  

t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween what t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  e a r n e d  and h i s  

w orke rs  r e c e i v e d  was s t o l e n  from t h e  l a b o r e r .  V in c e n t  p r o 

c l a im e d  t h a t  " t h e  law t h a t  l a b o r  r e c o g n i z e s  i s  t h e  law o f  

t h e  g r e a t  F a t h e r  above .  .  .  {while} t h e  law t h a t  c a p i t a l

works by i s  Mammon w o r s h i p . "3*

I n  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  E l  Reno I n d u s t r i a l  H e a d l i g h t . W il l iam 

McDonald, a  member o f  t h e  Canad ian  County  P o p u l i s t  E x e c u t i v e  

Committee ,  p u t  f o r t h  t h e  q u i n t e s s e n t i a l  P o p u l i s t  remedy t o  

t h e  f i n a n c i a l  q u e s t i o n .  McDonald c a l l e d  f o r  a b o l i t i o n  o f  

" a l l  v i c i o u s  l a w s  on t h e  b o o k s ,  o f  which  t h e  n a t i o n a l  bank

in g  law i s  t h e  c h i e f  s o u r c e  o f  a l l  o u r  p r o b l e m s . "  He went 

on t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  n a t i o n a l  b a n k e r s ,  who P o p u l i s t s  c l a im e d  

c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  amount o f  c u r r e n c y  i n  c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  

own i n t e r e s t s ,  were " t h e  m a in s p r in g  o f  a l l  t h e  t r u s t s  and 

combines  which e n s l a v e  u s . "  A cco rd ing  t o  Leo V in c e n t  a  go

3 '  G u th r i e  West and S o u th ,  19 O c to b e r  1893; Norman P e o p l e s  
V o ic e ,  2 December 1893 and G u t h r i e  Oklahoma Be p r e s e n t a -  
t i v e ,  8 November 1894.
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vernm en t  owned b ank ing  sys tem  which c i r c u l a t e d  t h e  

g re e n b ac k s  " t h a t  f r e e d  t h e  c h a t t e l  s l a v e "  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  

War, i n  t im e ,  would a l s o  " f r e e  t h e  wage s l a v e "  a s  w e l l . 3% 

While  Oklahoma P o p u l i s t  spokesmen were a lm o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  

g r e e n b a c k e r  i n  p r i n c i p l e ,  t h e y  a l s o  found  i t  e x p e d i e n t  t o  

promote  f r e e  s i l v e r  i n  1894. When Kansas  S e n a t o r  W il l iam  A. 

P e f f e r  came t o  Oklahoma t o  campaign  f o r  Beaumont and t h e  Po

p u l i s t s  he f o c u s e d  p r i m a r i l y  upon t h e  s i l v e r  i s s u e ,  w i th  

on ly  c a s u a l  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  g r e e n b a c k s .  As t h e  e d i t o r  o f  th e  

K i n g f i s h e r  R e f o rm e r , p u t  i t ,  "we a r e  f o r  f r e e  s i l v e r  b e cau se  

i t  w i l l  g i v e  us  more money and p u t  a t e m p o ra ry  s t o p  t o  

f u r t h e r  c o n t r a c t i o n . "  F r e e  c o i n a g e  o f  s i l v e r ,  t h e y  c l a i m e d ,  

was o n ly  a f i r s t  b a t t l e  on t h e  r o a d  t o  f u l l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of 

g r e e n b a c k s .  F ree  s i l v e r  was,  however ,  o n ly  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  

on t h e  " l a d d e r  t o  mone ta ry  p r o g r e s s i o n . "  A l l  Oklahoma Popu

l i s t  l e a d e r s ,  a t  one t im e  o r  a n o t h e r ,  p ro c l a im e d  g re e n b a c k s  

s u p e r i o r  t o  s i l v e r .  F u s i o n i s t s ,  su ch  a s  Samuel C r o c k e r ,  A. 

G. Copeland  and Ralph Bray were e v e r y  b i t  a s  v i g o r o u s  i n  t h e  

p rom ot ion  o f  g r e e n b a c k s  a s  Leo V in c en t  and John A l la n .  

C l e v e l a n d ' s  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  Sherman S i l v e r  P u r c h a s e  Act s im ply  

gave Oklahoma P o p u l i s t s  an  a u d i e n c e  t h e y  migh t  n o t  o t h e r w i s e  

have h ad .  S i n c e  l a r g e  p o r t i o n s  o f  b o th  o l d  p a r t i e s  opposed 

c o in a g e  of  t h e  w h i t e  m e t a l .  P o p u l i s t s  c o u ld  l o g i c a l l y  p ro 

c l a i m  " t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  i s  t h e  o n ly  s t r a i g h t  s i l v e r  p a r t y  

i n  e x i s t e n c e , "  and c a p i t a l i z e  upon t h e  i s s u e ' s  p o p u l a r i t y .

32 E l  Reno I n d u s t r i a l  Head l i g h t . 15 May 1895 and G u t h r i e  Ok
l a h oma R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  12 December 18 95.
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Both Democrats  and R e p u b l i c a n s  n o te d  t h a t  P o p u l i s t s  were r e 

a l l y  g r e e n b a c k e r s  r a t h e r  t h a n  s i l v e r i t e s . ^3

The t h i r d  p a r t y  campaign went w e l l  u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  month 

of  t h e  r a c e  when a s c a n d a l  o v e r  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  em erged .  As 

i n  1892 new a c c e s s i o n s  t o  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  c a u s e d  t h e  

need f o r  a new c e n s u s  and r e d i s t r i c t i n g .  F e d e r a l  l e g i s l a 

t i o n  a u t h o r i z e d  Governor  Benfrow t o  a p p o i n t  a t h r e e  man com

m is s i o n  to  r e d i s t r i c t  t h e  t e r r i t o r y .  The g o v e r n o r  a p p o i n t e d  

Democrat  A l l e n  H i l l  of  P e r r y ,  R e p u b l i c a n  H. T. i a l k e r  o f

Norman and f u s i o n  P o p u l i s t  S. B. O b e r l a n d e r  o f  Enid  (form

e r l y  o f  Oklahoma C i t y ) .  The commission s e l e c t e d  H a l l ,  th e  

Democrat ,  c h a i r m a n .  Renfrew o b v i o u s l y  e x p e c t e d  a  Democrat 

i c - P o p u l i s t  f u s i o n  on t h e  c o m m it te e .  O b e r l a n d e r ,  however ,  

b a lk e d  a t  a D e m o cra t ic  p l o t  t o  i n f l a t e  t h e  c e n s u s  r e t u r n s  

f o r  s e v e r a l  c o u n t i e s  t o  s e c u r e  e x t r a  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  f o r  

s o u t h e r n - b o r n ,  and p re su m ab ly  D e m o c r a t i c ,  v o t e r s .  H a l l  and 

Renfrow a p p l i e d  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  p r e s s u r e  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  h e lp  

o f  O b e r l a n d e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  t a k i n g  t h e  P o p u l i s t  

c o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  arm and p h y s i c a l l y  l e a d i n g  him i n t o  a s e c r e t  

m ee t ing  wi th  H a l l . s *

33 K i n g f i s h e r  R e f o rm e r . 27 Sep tember  1894; G u t h r i e  Oklahoma 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  4 " 0 c t o b e r  1894; K i n g f i s h e r  R e f o r m e r , 3 Ï  
August Î 8 9 3 ;  En id  Coming E v e n t s , 24 December 1896; and 
G u th r i e  R e s t  and S o u th ,  6 J u l y  189 3; Alva Review, 16 May 
1895; GÛthriê"ReêkIÿ"0Klahoma S t a t e  Cap i t a l , T Septem ber  
1894 and Norman S t a t e  Democ r a t ,  5 F e b ru a ry  1896.

3* G u th r i e  Weekly O k lahoma S t a t e  C a p i t a l ,  22 September  1894. 
t h e  f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  a u t h o r i z i n g  Renfrow t o  a p p o i n t  
t h e  commission  a l lo w e d  him t o  a p p o i n t  two members o f  a 
s i n g l e  p a r t y  to  t h e  com m iss ion .  E x c lu d in g  P o p u l i s t  r e 
p r e s e n t a t i o n  from t h e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  p r o c e s s ,  however .
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E v e n t u a l l y ,  Benfrow removed O b e r l a n d e r  from t h e  r e d i s 

t r i c t i n g  co m m it tee  and r e p l a c e d  him w i t h  P o p u l i s t  C o u n c i l o r  

F i e l d e n  S. P u l l i a m ,  who p roved  more p l i a b l e .  Renfrew s u b s e 

q u e n t l y  a c c e p t e d  t h e  P u l l i a m - H a l l  p l a n  a s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e 

p o r t  o f  t h e  com m iss ion .  O b e r l a n d e r  and  Walker c o n s t r u c t e d  

t h e i r  own p l a n  and  c l a im e d  t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  s e t t i n g  up 

t h e  com m it tee  d i d  n o t  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  r em ova l  o f  members, 

once  a p p o i n t e d .  The D em ocra t ic  g e r r y m a n d e r ,  how ever ,  r e 

mained i n  f o r c e , 3*

I n  e x p l a i n i n g  h i s  p a r t  i n  t h e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  c o n t r o v e r s e y ,  

P u l l i a m  s im p ly  c l a im e d  t h a t  he g o t  a b e t t e r  d e a l  f o r  h i s  

p a r t y  with t h e  D em ocra ts .  The P o p u l i s t  C o u n c i l o r ,  how ever ,  

had been one  o f  Beaumont’ s  p r im e  c o m p e t i t o r s  f o r  t h e  d e l e 

g a t e  n o m i n a t i o n .  The c h a r g e  t h a t  he b e t r a y e d  h i s  p a r t y  a f t 

e r  l o s i n g  t h e  d e l e g a t e  n o m in a t io n  to  s e c u r e  a  s a f e  C o u n c i l  

d i s t r i c t  seemed v a l i d  t o  P o p u l i s t s  such  a s  Leo V i n c e n t .  

P u l l i a m ,  t h u s ,  l o s t  h i s  b id  f o r  r e n o m i n a t i o n  by a t h r e e  t o  

one margin a t  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  C o u n c i l  C o n v e n t io n .  He b i t 

t e r l y  c h a r g e d  t h a t  V i n c e n t  headed  a s e c r e t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

which r u l e d  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  and l a b e l e d  t h e  new C o u n c i l  

nominee ,  B. F .  T a n k e r s l e y ,  a V i d e t t e .  T a n k e r s l e y  won t h e  

C o u n c i l  s e a t  w i t h  o n ly  a  t w e n t y - f o u r  v o t e  m arg in  i n  Novem

b e r .

would h a v e  g iv e n  t h i r d  p a r t y  spokesmen a n o t h e r  i s s u e  t o  
u se  a g a i n s t  t h e  D em ocra ts  i n  1894.

3s I b i d .

3 6 G u t h r i e  Week l y Okl a h oma S t a t e  C a p i t a l ,  29 Sep tem ber  6 13
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S .  B. O b e r l a n d e r  a l s o  f a i l e d  t o  r e c e i v e  h i s  p a r t y ' s  nomi

n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  C o u n c i l .  Balph  B ray ,  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Enid  Corn

i n g Even t s . d e f e a t e d  him by a  f o u r  t o  one  margin  f o r  t h e  no

m i n a t i o n .  O b e r l a n d e r  seemed r e c o n c i l e d  t o  h i s  d e f e a t  a t  t h e  

t im e  and t h e  n o m i n a t i o n  was made unan imous .  The week b e f o r e  

t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  however ,  he  i s s u e d  a b r o a d s i d e  c h a r g i n g  f r a u d  

i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  C o u n c i l  Conven

t i o n .  Bray l o s t  by  t h i r t y  v o t e s  on e l e c t i o n  d a y . * ?

I n  l i n e  w i th  t h e  P o p u l i s t ' s  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d  o r i e n t a 

t i o n ,  e ac h  p a r t y  n o m in a te d  s e p a r a t e  c a n d i d a t e s  i n  e a c h  of  

t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s  i n  1894. T h i r d  p a r t y  s u p p o r t  f o r  

I n d e p e n d e n t  R e p u b l i c a n  C. H. Tandy, a b l a c k ,  i n  t h e  G u t h r i e  

House d i s t r i c t  was t h e  o n l y  e x c e p t i o n .  R e g u l a r  R e p u b l i c a n  

C a s s i u s  Barnes  s t i l l  c a r r i e d  t h e  d i s t r i c t  e a s i l y -  P o p u l i s t s  

a l s o  nom ina ted  Green I .  C u r r i n ,  t h e  o n ly  b l a c k  member o f  t h e  

f i r s t  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  f o r  a House s e a t  i n  K i n g f i s h e r  County .  

His  l o s s  meant t h a t  t h e  1895 l e g i s l a t u r e  would be t h e  f i r s t  

w i t h o u t  a b l a c k  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .

Even g e r r y m a n d e r in g  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  c o u l d  n o t  h e lp  t h e  De

m o c r a t i c  p a r t y  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  1894.  R e n f r o w 's  p a r t y  

c a r r i e d  o n ly  f o u r  o f  t h e  t h i r t y - n i n e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e a t s  and 

Hisby came i n  l a s t  i n  t h e  d e l e g a t e  r a c e  w i th  o n ly  24.9% of

O c to b e r  1894 and G u t h r i e  Okl a homa Rep r e s e n t a t i v e , 6 De
cember 1894.

*? Enid Coming Ev e n t s ,  4 O c to b e r  & 18 November 1894 and Alva 
P i o nee r , 14 December 1894.

G u t h r i e  Oklahoma Be pr é s e n t â t i we, 20 December 1394.
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t h e  v o t e .  As P o p u l i s t s  c o n s t a n t l y  made a m o r a l i s t i c  a p p e a l  

f o r  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e i r  c a m p a ig n s ,  t h e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  s c a n d a l  

and i t s  a f t e r s h o c k s  h u r t  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  most on e l e c t i o n  

day.  Beaumont s t i l l  s e c u r e d  34.0% o f  t h e  v o t e  i n  t h e  d e l e 

g a t e  r a c e  and t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  von t w e l v e  s e a t s  i n  t h e  1895 

l e g i s l a t u r e .  ”

T a b le  9 ,  which p r e s e n t s  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  be tween p a r t i s a n  

c h o i c e  and O k lahom an 's  p l a c e  o f  b i r t h  and r a c e  i n  1894, 

showed no s i g n i f i c a n t  change  f o r  t h e  m a ins t ream  p a r t i e s  com

p a r e d  t o  t h e  1892 f i g u r e s .  R e p u b l i c a n s  s t i l l  drew m o s t ly  

from n o r t h e r n e r s ,  b l a c k s  and E u r o p ea n s .  Excep t  f o r  t h e  

GOP-midwestern f i g u r e ,  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  a r e  s l i g h t l y  weaker 

f o r  1894, b u t  n o t  m a rk e d ly .  The D e m o cra t ic  p a r t y ,  l i k e w i s e ,  

s t i l l  showed p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  w h i t e  s o u t h e r n e r s .  

As i n  1892, however ,  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  w i t h  w h i t e s  bo rn  i n  th e  

lo w e r  Sou th  was much s t r o n g e r  t h a n  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  w i th  up

p e r  s o u t h e r n e r s .

The 1894 P o p u l i s t  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  Oklahom an 's  p l a c e  o f  

b i r t h  shows some minor a l t e r a t i o n s  when compared w i th  t h e  

1892 f i g u r e s .  The o p e n in g  o f  t h e  Cherokee  O u t l e t  t o  b la ck  

and w h i te  s e t t l e m e n t ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  any s i g n i f i c a n t  s h i f t  o f  

v o t e r s  i n  t h e  o l d e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  Oklahoma, however ,  b e s t  e x -

3* As P o p u l i s t  C o u n c i l o r  George H. C ou lson  was s t i l l  o f f i 
c i a l l y  a member o f  t h e  Kansas  l e g i s l a t u r e  a t  t h e  t im e  of  
h i s  e l e c t i o n .  R e p u b l i c a n s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c h a l l e n g e d  him f o r  
h i s  s e a t ,  t h i s  r e d u c e d  th e  P o p u l i s t  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  t h e  
1895 l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  e l e v e n .  R e p u b l i c a n  George V ic k e r s  
and P o p u l i s t  B. B. Bain  t i e d  f o r  House D i s t r i c t  no .  20. 
V ic k e r s  was ch o sen  by l o t  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  d i s t r i c t .
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TABLE 9

P l a c e  o f  B i r t h  o r  Bace by P a r t i s a n  C h o ic e ,  1894*

Race o r  
P l a c e  o f  B i r t h

R epu b l ican
P a r t y

D em ocra t ic
P a r t y

P o p u l i s t
P a r t y

North 47046 - .4 6 1 9 9 .22964

N o r t h e a s t

Midwest

,34707

,45322

.23515

.46941

.00895

.26232

White Sou th - .6 9 2 3 7 .5 7 9 9 7 - .1 6 9 2 7

White Borde r  S t a t e s  

White Lower South

45335

77849

.28484

.73152

.04935

- .3 2 4 3 7

-----

B lack s .40008 - .3 7 4 2 6 .16555

European .51812 - .2 7 0 4 1 14944

p l a i n s  t h i s  c h an g e .  The c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t  be tween t h e  

1892 P o p u l i s t  v o t e  and t h e  1894 t h i r d  p a r t y  v o te  i n  t h e  o l d 

e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  i s  . 9 1 5 0 1 .  The i n f l u x  o f  Mis-

* S o u r ce :  G u t h r i e  Oklahoma Repr e s e n t a t i v e , 11 August 1894
and Roark*s  5% sample  o f  t h e  c e n s u s .  See f o o t n o t e  46,  
C h a p t e r  two.
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s o u r i - b o r n  up p e r  s o u t h e r n e r s ,  who e i t h e r  came d i r e c t l y  t o  

t h e  Cherokee  O u t l e t  or v i a  K a n sa s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h r o u g h  Texas 

a s  d i d  most up p e r  s o u t h e r n e r s ,  a c c o u n t s  f o r  t h e  lo w er  Popu

l i s t - u p p e r  Sou th  c o r r e l a t i o n .  M is s o u r i  was t h e  most commer

c i a l l y  advanced  o f  t h e  b o r d e r  s t a t e s ,  and t h u s  u n l i k e l y  t o  

p r o v i d e  c o n v e r t s  t o  P o p u l i sm .  S e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  Cherokee  

O u t l e t  a l s o  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  e x p l a i n s  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  Popu- 

l i s t - m i d w a s t e r n  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  189%. M id w es te rn -b o rn  Okla

homans c o r r e l a t e  w i t h  P o p u l i s t s  a t  .8 1 1 6 3  t h e r e .  These  were 

m os t ly  r e f u g e e s  from t h e  d r o u g h t - r i d d e n  Kansas  Sev en th  Con

g r e s s i o n a l  D i s t r i c t .  T h e i r  exodus  t o  Oklahoma was a major 

c a u s e  o f  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  " S o c k l e s s ” J e r r y  Simpson i n  189%.

T a b le  10 ,  which p r e s e n t s  t h e  p e r c e n t  change  i n  e ac h  p a r 

t y ' s  v o t e  by c o u n ty  f o r  189%, r e v e a l s  a P o p u l i s t  g a in  i n  

each  c o u n ty  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y .  D em o cra t s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  

l o s t  g round in  a l l  e x c e p t  C u s t e r  and Day C o u n t i e s .  These 

c o u n t i e s  p o l l e d  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  l i g h t  v o t e s  i n  1 8 9 2 . Repub

l i c a n s  s u f f e r e d  a r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e i r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  vo te  

i n  a l l  e x c e p t  C an a d ia n ,  C l e v e l a n d  and Oklahoma C o u n t i e s .  

These  were t h e  o n ly  c o u n t i e s  t h a t  had r a i l  s e r v i c e  a t  t h e  

t im e  t h e y  were opened t o  n o n - I n d i a n  s e t t l e m e n t  t o  r e t u r n  a 

Dem ocra t ic  p l u r a l i t y  i n  1892. I n  t h e s e  c o u n t i e s ,  where 

s h a r p l y  d e f i n e d  c o s m o p o l i t a n  and h i n t e r l a n d  c u l t u r e s  e x i s t 

ed ,  u rban  Democra ts  unhappy w i th  t h e i r  f o r m e r  a l l e g i a n c e  

went o v e r  t o  t h e  GOP, w h i l e  t h e i r  r u r a l  D em ocra t ic  c o u s i n s

* 0  The t o t a l  v o t e s  in  C u s t e r  and Day C o u n t i e s  i n  189% were 
101 and 30,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .



210

j o i n e d  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y -  I n  a r e a s  w i th o u t  r a i l  s e r v i c e  a t  

t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e i r  o p e n in g ,  t h e  m i g r a t i o n  o f  Democra ts  t o  th e  

P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  was e v en  more s u b s t a n t i a l -  The 1894 P o p u l i s t  

v o t e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  c o r r e l a t e s  more s t r o n g l y  w i t h  t h e  1892 

D em ocra t ic  b a l l o t  t h a n  t h e  1892 t h i r d  p a r t y  p o l l  i n  t h e  

l a n d s  opened t o  w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  1891 and 1892.**

The r e s u l t s  o f  t a b l e s  9 and 10 seem t o  p r e s e n t  a c o n t r a d 

i c t i o n .  P o p u l i s t s  made s u b s t a n t i a l  g a i n s  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  

1894, bu t  t h i s  d i d  n o t  r e s u l t  i n  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  s h i f t  i n  t h e  

p a r t i s a n  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  O k lahom an 's  p l a c e  o f  b i r t h -  The 

e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  anomaly l i e s  i n  t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  

s t a t i s t i c a l  f a c t o r  c o n n e c t e d  w i th  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  1894,  a 

s u b s t a n t i a l  i n c r e a s e  i n  v o t e r  t u r n o u t -  Only 56-7% o f  males  

o ve r  t h e  age  o f  tw e n ty - o n e  v o te d  i n  1892- I n  1894, 81-2% of 

t h e  e l i g i b l e  v o t e r s  i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  went t o  t h e  

p o l l s - * *  Every  c o u n t y  i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  e x p e r i e n c e d  

an i n c r e a s e  i n  v o t e r  t u r n o u t  i n  1894- Most c o u n t i e s  c o u ld  

b o a s t  an i n c r e a s e  of  b e t t e r  t h a n  ?*>%, T a b le  10 shows t h a t  

t h i s  i n c r e a s e d  v o t e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  l a r g e l y  b e n e f i t e d  t h e

** I n  t h e  l a n d s  opened t o  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  1891 and 1892 t h e  
1894 P o p u l i s t  v o t e  c o r r e a l t e s  w i th  t h e  1892 D em ocra t ic  
v o t e  a t  -5 6 0 1 7  and w i th  t h e  1892 P o p u l i s t  p o l l  a t  
- - 2 9 4 3 3 -  L i n c o l n  and P o t t a w a to m ie  C o u n t i e s  a c c o u n t  f o r  
t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  l a n d s  opened  i n  1891 
and 1892-

♦* V o te r  t u r n o u t  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  P o p u l i s t  
e r a  i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  were:  49-7% i n  t h e  1890
l e g i s l a t i v e  r a c e  (August 2 7 ) ,  56- 1% in  t h e  1890 D e le g a t e
r a c e ,  56-7% i n  1892, 81-2% i n  1894,  72-6% i n  1896, 58-2%
i n  1893, 67.9% in  1900 and 61.9% i n  1902-
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1 TABLE 10

— — ---------- 1
1

1
1 P e r c e n t  Change i n  P a r t i s a n  Vote  by County ,  
1 
J• ..

i
1892-1894 J 

1 
J

f
1
1 County
i  .

1
IB e p u b l i c a n
1 P a r t y
1

»
1 D e m o cr a t i c  
1 P a r t y  
1

1 I
1 P o p u l i s t  1 
J P a r t y  |
1 fr

1
J1 1 ' 

I
1 1
i 11

1 Beaver 1 - 2 . 0 1 - 4 . 3 1 6 .3  1
i
1 B l a i n e 1 - 8 . 5 1 - 0 . 9 1 9 . 4  1
i
1 Canad ian 1 0 .6 1 - 1 0 . 2  

1
1 9 . 6  1 
1 11

1 C l e v e l a n d I 5 .7 1 - 1 4 . 9  
1

1 9 . 2  1 
1 11

I C u s t e r 1 - 6 . 8 ! 5 .6 1 1.1 1
1 1

1 Day 1 - 2 7 . 0  
1

1 17 .6
I

1 9 . 3  1
I  1

1
1 Dewey 1 - 9 . 0

1
1 - 1 7 . 4  
1

I 2 6 .4  1 
1 11

1 K i n g f i s h e r  
1

1 - 1 . 8
1

1 - 1 2 . 1  
1

1 1 3 .9  1
1 I

1
1 L i n c o l n I - 2 . 1 1 - 6 . 2  

1
i 8 .4  J 
1 11

1 Logan 1 - 8 . 4  
1

1 - 6 . 1 i 14 .5  1 
1 11

1 Oklahoma 1 2 .2 1 - 1 9 . 5 1 17 .3  1
i
1 Payne 
1

1 - 2 . 0  
1

j - 4 . 7  
1

1 6 . 7  1 
1 1

1
1 P o t t a v a t o m i e 1 —1-6 1 - 2 1 . 5 1 2 3 .2  i
i• 11 ............. ............................

1t .

1 1 • I1

P e o p l e ’ s  p a r t y . T a b le  11,  which p r e s e n t s  t h e c o r r e l a t i o n s

between e a c h  p a r t y ’ s  1892 and 189U b a l l o t s ,  r e v e a l s  a su b 

s t a n t i a l  c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  p a r t i s a n s h i p  i n  Old Oklahoma [ th e  

O nass igned  Lands and Beaver  C o u n ty ) .  T he re  were s i g n i f i c a n t  

c h an g e s  i n  v o t e r s  p a r t y  a f f i l i a t i o n  o f  v o t e r s  i n  t h e  l a n d s  

opened  t o  w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  1891 and 1892. T h i s  r e g i o n  o f
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t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ,  however ,  h e l d  o n ly  19.1% of  t h e  Ok

lahoma p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1894.*3 While some o l d  p a r t y  v o t e r s  

c o n v e r t e d  t o  Popul i sm i n  1894, t h e  m ajor  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  

t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  ad v an c e  came from m o b i l i z i n g  t h o s e  who had n o t  

v o te d  i n  e a r l i e r  e l e c t i o n s .  D e p r e s s i o n ,  a n t i p a t h y  to w ard s  

t h o s e  i n  power and e f f e c t i v e  t h i r d  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  f i n a l l y  

made t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  a major 

p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e .

TABLE 11

1894 P a r t i s a n  Vote by 1892 Vote f o r  Same P a r t y

R e p u b l i c a n  jD e m o c r a t i c  
P a r t y  j P a r t y

4 ------------
I
I -46832 
I

H--------------

P o p u l i s t
P a r t y

Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y 66880 -64720

Old Oklahoma 

1891-1892 Openings

.96956

,63138

,84200

,25310

,91501

,29433

T a b l e  12 ,  which p r e s e n t s  t h e  p a r t i s a n  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  

u rb an  r e s i d e n c e  in  189 4 ,  r e v e a l s  a p a t t e r n  q u i t e  c o n s i s t e n t  

w i th  t h e  1890 and 1892 e l e c t i o n -  The two m a ins t ream  p a r t i e s

*3 I n  1894 Old Oklahoma c o n t a i n e d  45-6% o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ' s  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  a r e a s  opened i n  1891-1892 h e l d  19.1% and 
t h e  C herokee  O u t l e t  c o n t a i n e d  35-2%.
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i Urban

TABLE 12 

R es id e n ce  by P a r t i s a n C h o ic e ,

---------  “ 1

1894 1

i County 
1

1 ----  1
1 R ep u b l i c a n  ] D em ocra t ic
1 P a r t y  | P a r t y  
1 1

,y, 1
1 P o p u l i s t  1
1 P a r t y  | 
# 1r .... 1 " 11 1 " 1 " ' .......... 11 1

1 Canadian 1 .2 6 3 4 7  1 .21682 J - . 4 3 5 5 9  1

1 C le v e l a n d 1 .39246  J 
1 1

.40449 1 - . 6 2 1 0 8  I

1 G a r f i e l d
1 1 
] .41104  1 
1 1

.11055
1 1 
1 - . 4 8 5 8 5  J

1 K i n g f i s h e r 1 .3 2 1 0 8  1 
1 1

.4 2 5 7 7
i J 
1 - . 4 9 8 1 5  1 
1 1

I L i n c o ln 1 .37022  1 
1 1

.01845 1 - . 2 7 6 1 5 *  1

J Logan 1 .45095  1 
1 1

.45591
J 1 
1 - . 6 2 3 2 8  i

1 Oklahoma
J 1 
1 . 0 7 4 3 8  1 .35679

1 1 
i - . 4 4 9 7 4  1

1 Pawnee 1 - . 2 9 5 2 8 *  1
1 I

.78503 1 - . 8 4 9 2 2  1

1 Payne 1 - . 4 5 5 0 8 *  1 
1 1

. 5 1 6 0 0
1 1 
J - . 0 2 2 0 1 *  1

j Woods
1 1 
1 .0 3066  1 .43017 1 - . 4 0 7 9 4  1
1 1

_ J ___________ _  JL
1 i

- i . ___________________  J

show p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  u rb a n  r e s i d e n c e  i n  a l l  b u t  

Pawnee and Payne C o u n t i e s .  P o p u l i s t s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  

show a r u r a l  b a s i s  o f  s u p p o r t  a t  t h e  -40000 l e v e l ,  o r  g r e a t 

e r ,  i n  a l l  bu t  L i n c o ln  and Payne C o u n t i e s .  L i n c o l n ,  Pawnee

* Source :  E l  Reno P o p u l i s t  P l a t f o r m , 16 November 1894; Nor
man Peop l e s  Vo i c e , 17 November 1894; Enid  Coming E v e n t s , 
8 November 1894; K i n g f i s h e r  Refor mer ,  15 November 1894; 
C h an d le r  P u b l i c i s t ,  16 November 1894; G u t h r i e  D a i l y  Okla 
homa S t a t e  Cap i t a l ,  11 November 1894; Oklahoma C i t y  Dai l y  
Oklahoman, 9 November 1894; Pawnee Tim e s -D e m o c ra t , 9 No
vember Ï 8 9 4 ;  S t i l l w a t e r  Eag le -G az e t t e ,  8 November 1894 
and Alva P i o n e e r , 14 December 1894.
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and Payne C o u n t i e s  were t h e  o n ly  c o u n t i e s  t o  p r o v i d e  u s a b l e  

d a t a  f o r  1894 n o t  t o  have  r a i l  s e r v i c e  a t  t h e  t im e  t h e y  were 

opened t o  w h i te  s e t t l e m e n t .  The d i v e r g e n t  c o s m o p o l i t a n  and 

h i n t e r l a n d  c u l t u r e s  r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  mode o f  t r a n s p o r t a 

t i o n  Oklahomans t a k e n  i n  m i g r a t i n g  to  t h e  new l a n d  p e r s i s t e d  

i n  t h e  o l d e r  s e c t i o n s  of  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  and a l s o  ap 

p e a r ed  i n  t h e  newly opened  Cherokee  O u t l e t .  The i n c r e a s e d  

v o t e r  t u r n o u t  o f  1894, however ,  d id  n o t  a p p r e c i a b l y  change 

t h i s  r u r a l - u r b a n  b a s i s  t o  p a r t i s a n  c h o i c e  i n  t h e  Oklahoma 

T e r r i t o r y .

T a b l e  5 t h i r t e e n ,  which p r e s e n t s  t h e  c o r r e e l a t i o n s  between 

t y p e s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  and p a r t i s a n  c h o i c e  i n  1894, shows some 

s h i f t  i n  t h e  p a r t y  l o y a l t i e s  o f  Oklahoma f a r m e r s  when com

p a r e d  t o  1892- As i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  e l e c t i o n .  P o p u l i s t  fa rm 

e r s  show p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  e ac h  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ' s  

m ajo r  c r o p s .  The s a f e r ,  more d i v e r s i f i e d  c o r n - h o g  c y c l e ,  

however ,  i s  s t i l l  t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r  

a c c o u n t in g  f o r  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i th  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y .  T here  

i s  a minor s h i f t  o f  D em o cra t ic  c o r n - h o g  f a r m e r s  t o  t h e  GOP 

i n  1894 as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n .  Many c o t t o n  f a r m e r s  

who v o te d  t h e  p a r t y  o f  C l e v e l a n d  i n  1892 a l s o  moved on t o  

e i t h e r  th e  Popu- l i s t  o r  R ep u b l i ca n  p a r t i e s  i n  1894. By 

1894, t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  i s  a l s o  c l e a r l y  t h e  p a r t y  o f  c o t t o n  

f a r m e r s .  P o p u l i sm  a g a i n  shows a s t r o n g l y  n e g a t i v e  c o r r e l a 

t i o n  w i th  c a t t l e  p e r  fa rm {ranching)  . Of t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

p r o d u c t s  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t a b l e  13,  b e e f  was by f a r  t h e  most
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p r o f i t a b l e  i n  1894, The more p r o s p e r o u s  c a t t l e  r a n c h e r s ,  

t h u s ,  rem a ined  w i th  t h e  p a r t y  o f  Grover  C l e v e l a n d .

i  A g r i c u l t u r a l

TABLE 13 

F a c t o r s  by P a r t i s a n  Choice

-----1

, 1894* 1

I 1 1 1
1 A g r i c u l t u r a l I B e p u b l i c a n 1 D e m o cr a t i c 1 P o p u l i s t  1
1 F a c t o r 1 P a r t y 1 P a r t y

.  1 .

1 P a r t y  | 
1 1

1 Corn Acreage

1 -T- — 
1
1 - . 2 9 5 6 9

1
1
I - . 0 7 5 3 7  
1

"  1 -  " .............  1
1 i 
1 -47297  1

j  C o t to n  a c r e a g e 1 - . 0 8 7 1 6  
1

1 - . 1 5 2 3 2  
1

1 . 3 5900  1

1 Wheat Acreage 1 . 5 2 7 2 4
1
1

1 - . 4 5 3 0 4  
1

1 -14813  1 
1 I

11 1
1

1 1 1 1
1 Hogs p e r  fa rm 1 .  17731 

1
1 - . 3 9 6 3 2  
1

1 .46159  1 
1 1

J C a t t l e  p e r  fa rm 1 - .0 9 5 5 1  
1

1 .4 1 0 2 5
I

1 - . 5 8 0 7 4  1 
1 1J

------J--------------------+ ------------------
1 1 

- f ------------------- i

The R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  c o r r e l a t i o n  w i th  wheat  a c r e a g e  i n  

1894 was s u b s t a n t i a l l y  g r e a t e r  t h a t  i t  was i n  1 8 9 2 .  Table  

14,  which p r e s e n t s  t h e  p a r t i s a n  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  a v a r i e t y  

o f  econom ic  f a c t o r s  f o r  18 9 4 ,  a l s o  r e v e a l s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  i n 

c r e a s e  i n  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  be tween  t h e  v a l u e  o f  fa rm  machin

e r y  and t h e  GOP v o t e .  The wheat  c u l t u r e ,  which g o t  o f f  t o  a 

slow s t a r t  i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  b e c a u s e  o f  d r o u g h t  and

* S ource :  G u t h r i e  Oklahoma Repr e s e n t a t i v e .  11 August 1894
and T w e l f th  C e n s u s ,  T900,  Agri c u l t u r e  ( P a r t  I ) , pp. 
1 7 9 - 8 0 ,  2 9 3 - 9 4 ,  4 3 3 ,  470 6 471 .
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poor  c r e d i t  r e s o u r c e s  f i n a l l y  began  t o  m atu re  i n  1894.♦♦ The 

l a r g e r  s c a l e  o p e r a t i o n  i m p l i c i t  i n  m e c h a n i z a t i o n  i s  t h e  p r o 

d u c t  o f  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  c o s m o p o l i t a n  c u l t u r e .  

A g r ib u s in e s s m e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  wheat c u l t u r e ,  t h u s ,  a r e  

c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y .  A co m p ar i so n  

o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  t h e  v a l u e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r 

a l  p r o d u c t s  p e r  fa rm and p e r  im proved  a c r e  r e v e a l s  t h e  r e 

s u l t s  o f  m e c h a n i z a t i o n .  The p e r  a c r e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  Repub

l i c a n  wheat f a r m e r s  i s  g u i t e  low .  Such fa rm s  were 

p r o f i t a b l e  o n l y  b e c a u s e  m e c h a n iz a t io n  a l l o w e d  t h e  a g r i b u s i 

nessman to  t i l l  more l a n d  t h a n  t h e  P o p u l i s t  f a m i l y  f a r m e r .

I n  1892, P o p u l i s t s  showed a p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  w i th  p e r  

a c r e  p r o d u c t i v i t y .  The d e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  1890s ,  however ,  

f l o o d e d  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  w i th  l e s s  p r o d u c t i v e  c o t t o n  fa rm 

e r s .  The P o p u l i s t  c o r r e l a t i o n  w i th  t h e  v a lu e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r 

a l  p r o d u c t s  p e r  farm and p e r  improved a c r e ,  t h u s ,  a r e  n ega 

t i v e  i n  1894. The D em o cra t ic  p a r t y ' s  s t r o n g  c o r r e l a t i o n  

w i th  t h e  v a l u e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  p e r  im proved  a c r e  

and w i th  p e r  c a p i t a  w e a l t h  i n  1894 was l a r g e l y  t h e  p r o d u c t  

o f  r a n c h e r s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h o s e  r e 

m ain ing  w i th  t h e  p a r t y  of  Grover  C l e v e l a n d .

Both R e p u b l i c a n s  and P o p u l i s t s  g a i n e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n  

t h e i r  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  t h e  v a l u e  of  m a n u f a c tu r e d  goods  i n  

1894- The P o p u l i s t  a d v a n c e ,  however ,  o n ly  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h i r d

The c o r r e l a t i o n  between wheat a c r e a g e  and v a l u e  o f  farm 
m ach inery  i s  .8 8 9 0 5 .
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J Economic F a c t o r s  by P a r t i s a n  C h o ic e , 1894* 1
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p a r t y  g a i n s  i n  C an a d ia n ,  C le v e l a n d  and Oklahoma c o u n t i e s .  

These  c o u n t i e s  a c c o u n te d  f o r  45.8% o f  t h e  Value o f  manufac

t u r e d  goods  in  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .  T a b le  12,  however .

* Source :  G u t h r i e  Oklahoma Bep r e s e n t a t i v e , 11 August 1894
and T w e l f th  C en su s !  Î9ÔÔ, H â n û f â c t û r ï nq ( P a r t  I I ) , p.  
730-31 A g r i c u l t u r e ( P a r t  I ) ,  pp.  T l 5 ,  293-94 and House 
E x e c u t i v e  Document 3089, Repo r t  o f  t ^  Gover n o r  o f  O kla 
homa, 54nd C o n g re s s ,  2nd s e s s i o n .  Vol.  XVÏ (1 8 9 6 ) ,  pp.  
422-23 .
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shows t h e  P o p u l i s t  v o t e  was e x c e p t i o n a l l y  r u r a l  i n  t h e s e  

c o u n t i e s .  The t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  s u p p o r t  f o r  Coxey and Debs ap

p a r e n t l y  d i d  l i t t l e  t o  a t t r a c t  O k lahom a 's  i n d u s t r i a l  w orkers  

i n  1894-

Both t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  and P o p u l i s t  p a r t i e s  g a in e d  s u p p o r t  

among t e n a n t  f a r m e r s  i n  t h e  m id -1890s .  The P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y ,  

however ,  was d e f i n i t e l y  t h e  p a r t y  o f  t e n a n t  f a r m e r s  i n  1894. 

The l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  e g a l i t a r i a n ' s  t r a d i t i o n  o f  p ro 

moting f r e e h o l d  t e n u r e  made t h e  P o p u l i s t  p a r t y  an o b v io u s  

r e p o s i t o r y  f o r  t h o s e  u n a b l e  t o  s e c u r e  a h o m e s tea d .  The 

t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  c o n s i s t e n t  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  t e n a n c y  s u g g e s t s  

t h a t  t h e  a s s e r t i o n s  of h i s t o r i a n s  o f  Oklahoma s o c i a l i s m  t h a t  

t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  f a i l e d  t o  f a c e  t h e  l a n d  i s s u e  i s  n o t  v a l 

i d .  For  P o p u l i s t s ,  l a n d  was s i m p l y  one o f  many i m p o r t a n t  

i s s u e s  t h e y  a d d r e s s e d .

The n e g a t i v e  P o p u l i s t  c o r r e l a t i o n  w i th  p e r  c a p i t a  w ea l th  

i n  1894 i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  n e g a t i v e  c o r r e 

l a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  v a l u e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  p e r  farm and 

pe r  improved  a c r e ,  as  w e l l  a s  i t s  c o r r e l a t i o n  w i th  t e n a n c y .  

T a b le  15,  which p r e s e n t s  t h e  p a r t i s a n  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  p e r  

c a p i t a  w e a l t h  by d a t e  o f  s e t t l e m e n t ,  shows a u n i f o r m l y  nega

t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  be tween P o p u l i sm  and w e a l t h .  Because  on ly  

t h e  p r o s p e r o u s  rem a in ed  w i th  t h e  p a r t y  o f  C l e v e l a n d  d u r in g  

t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  1890s,  t h e  D e m o cr a t i c  p a r t y  c o r r e l a 

*5 James R. G reen ,  G r a s s - f i o o t s  S o c i a l i s m :  E a d i c a l  Movements 
i n  t h e  S o u th w e s t .  1895-1 943  [Baton Rouge: L o u i s a n a  S t a t e
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  Î 9 7 8 ) , p .  7 .
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t i o n s  with p e r  c a p i t a  w e a l t h  i s  a n i f o r m e l y  p o s i t i v e .  The 

g r e a t e r  commitment t o  r a n c h i n g  i n  t h o s e  a r e a s  opened  to  

b l a c k  and w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t  a f t e r  1889 i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  

s t r o n g e r  D e m o c r a t i c  c o r r e l a t i o n  w i th  w e a l th  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s .  

R e p u b l i c a n s  show p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  p e r  c a p i t a  

w e a l th  in  Old Oklahoma, b u t  n e g a t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  e l s e w h e r e .  

T h i s  i s  a r e s u l t  o f  l a n d  b e i n g  t a x e d  o n l y  i n  Old Oklahoma i n

1894. R e p u b l i c a n s  r e s i d e d  upon th e  more v a l u a b l e  l a n d  o f  

c o s m o p o l i t a n  America n e a r  t h e  r a i l h e a d s .

-----

TABLE 15

P e r  C a p i t a  Wealth  by P a r t i s a n  C h o i c e ,  1894

1-------------------- r
R ep u b l i ca n  

P a r t y
Region D e m o cra t ic  

P a r t y
P o p u l i s t

P a r t y

Old Oklahoma .58534 .46329 - . 3 4 9 6 0

1891-1892 Openings - . 7 4 6 5 2 .6 0 7 3 3 - .2 7 5 8 6

Cherokee O u t l e t - . 3 8 5 9 6 .72804 - . 6 9 2 3 6

The emergence  of  a t a l e n t e d  and v i g o r o u s  c a d r e  o f  new 

t h i r d  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  combined w i th  a n t i p a t h y  tow ard  t h e  De

m o c r a t i c  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  h a n d l i n g  of  l a b o r  t u r m o i l  and t h e
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d e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  1890s t o  make t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  t h e  m ajo r  

o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  GOP i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  i n  t h e  

m id-1890s .  New l e a d e r s ,  such  a s  Leo V i n c e n t ,  Ralph  Beaumont 

and John  A l l a n ,  a g i t a t e d  t h e  o l d  i s s u e s  i n  a v i g o r o u s  f a s h 

i o n ,  and  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h o s e  g a i n i n g  im p o r t a n c e  i n  1894, such  

a s  f r e e  s i l v e r ,  government  f a v o r i t i s m  tow ard  c o r p o r a t e  power 

and t a x a t i o n .  The C l e v e l a n d  and Renfrew a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s ,  on 

t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  p roved  g u i t e  i n e p t  a t  h a n d l i n g  t h e  d e p r e s 

s i o n  o r  t h e  t u r b u l e n c e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  v i c t i m s  o f  economic 

c o l l a p s e .  C l e v e l a n d  a l s o  f a i l e d  t o  keep p l a t f o r m  p ro m ise s  

t o  lo w e r  t h e  t a r i f f  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  and c u r b  c o r p o r a t e  power.  

C l e v e l a n d  and Renfrew a l s o  f a i l e d  m i s e r a b l y  t o  u se  t h e i r  p a 

t r o n a g e  power t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e i r  p a r t y  o r  even b r i n g  r e 

s p e c t  t o  t h e i r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s .

BY.1894 t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  was one o f  t h e  two l a r g e s t  

p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  i n  h a l f  o f  t h e  s t a t e s  o f  t h e  u n i o n .  I n  

most p l a i n s  and w e s t e r n  s t a t e s  t h e  D em ocra t ic  p a r t y  c o u ld  

n o t  even s e c u r e  even 20% o f  t h e  v o t e  i n  1894. The a b se n c e  

o f  f u s i o n ,  however ,  d i d  th row many e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  GOP. Re

p u b l i c a n s  n a t u r a l l y  p ro c l a im e d  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s

p a r t y  where p ro m in e n t  t h i r d  p a r t y  spokesmen were d e f e a t e d ,  

d e s p i t e  t h e  P o p u l i s t ' s  growing v o t e .  T he re  was some q u e s 

t i o n  by 1894 a s  t o  w h e th e r  t h e  D em o cra t ic  o r  P o p u l i s t  p a r t y  

would become t h e  m ajo r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  GOP i n  A m e r i c a ' s

t r a d i t i o n a l l y  two p a r t y  sy s te m .
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The C l e v e l a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  o f  the  

1890s can  be g iv e n  p a r t i a l ,  a l t h o u g h  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  e x c l u s i v e  

c r e d i t ,  f o r  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  g a i n s  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  made i n

1894. I n  Oklahoma, t h e  b a s i c  p a t t e r n  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  Po

p u l i s t  p a r t y  mas a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  b e f o r e  C le v e l a n d  took 

o f f i c e  i n  1893- L es s  p r o s p e r o u s  n o r t h e r n  and s o u t h e r n  h i n 

t e r l a n d  f a r m e r s  en g ag in g  i n  a  s a f e r ,  more d i v e r s i f i e d  p a t 

t e r n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  a f a m i l y  farm s e t t i n g  where  commit

ment t o  t h e  e g a l i t a r i a n  p r e c e p t s  o f  J e f f e r s o n i a n  democracy 

was s t r o n g e s t ,  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  b u lk  o f  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  

e l e c t o r a l  s u p p o r t  b o th  i n  1892 and 1894. As i n  o t h e r  

s t a t e s ,  t h e  D e m o cra t ic  p a r t y  began  t o  p r o v i d e  more c o n v e r t s  

t o  P opu l i sm  th a n  t h e  GOP i n  1893, a s  C le v e l a n d  and h i s  p a r t y  

assumed c o n t r o l  o f  n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s .  Acceding t o  t h e  de 

mands o f  b a n k e r s  t o  d e m o n e t i z e  s i l v e r ,  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t a r i f f  

r e fo rm  and t h e  C le v e l a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  p e r c e i v e d  c l o s e 

n e s s  t o  c o r p o r a t e  i n t e r e s t s  l e d  many Democrats  t o  q u e s t i o n  

w he ther  t h e i r  p a r t y  r e a l l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e i r  v a l u e s ,  j u s t  a s  

R e p u b l i c a n s  had done d u r i n g  t h e  H a r r i s o n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n

D e s p i t e  t h e  s h i f t  o f  some o l d  p a r t y  v o t e r s  t o  t h i r d  p a r t y  

r a n k s ,  t h e  s e c t i o n a l  and economic  makeup o f  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  

s u p p o r t  in  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  d i d  n o t  change  s i g n i f i 

c a n t l y  i n  1894.  The m o b i l i z a t i o n  o f  n o n - v o t e r s ,  r a t h e r  th a n  

r e l y i n g  p r i m a r i l y  upon o l d  p a r t y  c o n v e r t s  i s  one r e a s o n  f o r  

t h i s .  The t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  r a d i c a l  a p p e a l ,  however ,  must a l s o  

be t a k e n  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n -  Those s t r o n g l y  com m it ted  to



222

t h e  c o s m o p o l i t a n  e t h o s  o f  t h e  G i ld e d  Age were n o t  l i k e l y  

c o n v e r t s  t o  Popu l i sm  no m a t t e r  how f a r  economic  c o n d i t i o n s  

d e t e r i o r a t e d .  C osm o p o l i t an  o r i e n t e d  Democrats  s im p ly  moved 

t o  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  i n  t h e  m id -1890s .  f l h i l e  t h e  t h i r d  

p a r t y  g a i n s  were s u b s t a n t i a l ,  t h e y  were b a s i c a l l y  among v o t 

e r s  whose s e c t i o n a l  and s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  o u t l o o k s  were s i m i l a r  

t o  t h o s e  a l r e a d y  com m it ted  t o  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y .  The s h i f t  

i n  l o y a l t i e s  o f  c o n v e r t s  t o  t h e  P o p u l i s t  p a r t y  i n  t h e  

mid -1890s  seems t o  o c c u r  a f t e r  a few y e a r s  r e s i d e n c e  i n  t h e  

Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .  In  1894 t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  s h i f t s  i n  

p a r t y  l o y a l t y  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  l a n d s  opened t o  n o n - I n d ia n  

s e t t l e m e n t  i n  1891 and 1892. M id w e s te rn e r s  made up t h e  ov

erwhelming p o r t i o n  o f  t h i r d  p a r t y  s u p p o r t e r s  i n  t h e  newly 

opened Cherokee  O u t l e t ,  a s  th e y  d id  i n  t h e  O nass igned  Lands 

i n  1890. D i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  w i th  t h e  p ro m ise ,  p e r h a p s  even  th e  

p a n a c e a ,  o f  t h e  "P rom ised  l a n d , "  which came f o r  many a f t e r  a 

few y e a r s  r e s i d e n c e  i n  Oklahoma, was a  n e c e s s a r y  p a r t  o f  t h e  

c o n v e r s i o n  p r o c e s s  i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .  B e fo re  t h i s  

o c c u r r e d  s e t t l e r s  g e n e r a l l y  rem ained  l o y a l  t o  w h a te v e r  p a r t y  

t h e y  had a f f i l i a t e d  w i th  b e f o r e  coming t o  t h e  new l a n d .
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R e p u b l i c a n s  q u i c k l y  p ro c l a im e d  t h e  demise  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  

p a r t y  i n  t h e  wake o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  1894. P ro m in en t  Popu

l i s t s  such a s  L o ren zo  L e v e l l i n g  and " S o c k l e s s "  J e r r y  Simpson 

o f  Kansas ,  Dav is  V a i t e  o f  C o lo r a d o ,  Beuben Kolb o f  Alabama 

and Tom Watson o f  G e o rg ia  met d e f e a t  i n  t h e  o f f  y e a r  e l e c 

t i o n s .  The t h i r d  p a r t y  r e v e r s e s ,  however ,  b e l i e d  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  p o p u l a r  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  was growing r a 

p i d l y -  P o p u l i s t s  doub led  t h e i r  n a t i o n w i d e  p o l l  o f  1892. 

The f a i l u r e  t o  f u s e  w i th  Democrats  i n  t h e  West, however ,  

th rew  many f o r m e r l y  P o p u l i s t  o f f i c e s  to  t h e  GOP. F raud  and 

v i o l e n c e ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  t h e  margin  o f  De

m o c r a t i c  v i c t o r y  i n  many s o u t h e r n  r a c e s .  The D em ocra t ic  

p a r t y  i n  t h e  West and t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  i n  t h e  South  r a 

p i d l y  t o t t e r e d  to w a rd  c o l l a p s e .  Which o f  t h e  t h r e e  majo r  

p a r t i e s  would s u r v i v e  i n  t h e  n o rm a l ly  t w o - p a r t y  American 

sys tem  was by no means c e r t a i n  i n  1895.

John A l lan  sp o k e  f o r  most P o p u l i s t s  when he c la im ed  t h a t  

t h e  D em ocra t ic  p a r t y  had gone t h e  way o f  t h e  Whigs- The a r 

i s t o c r a t i c  e l em en t  o f  t h e  D e m o cra t ic  p a r t y  would go R e p u b l i 

c an ,  he p r e d i c t e d ,  w h i l e  t h e  ra n k  and f i l e  would j o i n  t h e

-  223 -
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P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y .  I n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ,  P o p u l i s t s  more 

t h a n  t r e b l e d  t h e i r  1892 v o t e  and c a p t u r e d  h a l f  o f  t h e  c o u n ty  

o f f i c e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  opened  t o  n o n - I n d i a n  s e t t l e m e n t  b e f o r e  

t h e  ru n  f o r  t h e  C herokee  O u t l e t . ‘

The P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  became t h e  m a jo r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  GOP 

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  w i th  t h e  c o l l a p s e  o f  t h e  

D em o cra t ic  p a r t y  i n  1894.  D em o cra t ic  r e v e r s e s ,  however ,  

were s e v e r e  enough t o  d e l i v e r  b o th  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  t h i r d  Okla

homa l e g i s l a t u r e  i n t o  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  

f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  A l though  Governor  R en f ro *  was a Democ

r a t ,  h i s  v iew s  were n o t  f a r  removed f rom t h o s e  o f  t h e  GOP. 

He would v e t o  o n ly  two b i l l s  e m a n a t in g  f rom  t h e  t h i r d  assem

b l y .

A l th o u g h  R e p u b l i c a n s  would c o n t r o l  s i x t e e n  House and s e v 

en C o u n c i l  s e a t s  i n  t h e  1895 l e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  GOP's margin  

o f  v i c t o r y  i n  many o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  r a c e s  was q u i t e  s l i m .  

Less  t h a n  100 v o t e s  s e p a r a t e d  w in n in g  R e p u b l i c a n  c a n d i d a t e s  

from t h e i r  P o p u l i s t  o p p o n e n t s  i n  s i x  House r a c e s  and one 

C o u n c i l  r a c e . 2  T h i r d  p a r t y  v i c t o r i e s  i n  t h e s e  r a c e s  would 

have  made D e m o cra t ic  l e g i s l a t o r s  t h e  swing v o t e .  There  was, 

however ,  no  c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  t h e y  would combine  w i t h  t h e  Popu

l i s t s .  H o s t  o f  t h e  D em ocra ts  i n  t h e  t h i r d  l e g i s l a t u r e  were

» Norman Pe o p l e s  Voic e ,  17 November 1894 and Alva R e v i e w i n  
t h e  G u t h r i e  Oklahoma R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , 22 November 1894.

2 G u t h r i e  O klahoma R epre s e n t a t i v e ,  5 December 1894. Popu
l i s t s  l o s t  f o u r  o f  t h e  House s e a t s  by l e s s  t h a n  tw e n ty  
v o t e s .  P o p u l i s t  and R e p u b l i c a n  c a n d i d a t e s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  
t i e d  i n  one d i s t r i c t .  The GOP c a n d i d a t e  won t h e  s e a t  by 
l o t .
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s u p p o r t e r s  o f  P r e s i d e n t  C l e v e l a n d ,  and v o te d  w i t h  R e p u b l i 

c a n s  i n  o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  1895 a s s e m b l y . s

D e f e a t e d  R ep u b l i ca n  c a n d i d a t e s  f i l e d  c o n t e s t s  a g a i n s t  two 

P o p u l i s t  l e g i s l a t o r s  from t h e  newly opened C herokee  O u t l e t  

i n  1895. Both had s e r v e d  i n  t h e  1893 Kansas  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

I n  t h e  House ,  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  B ed fo rd  Re

p r e s e n t a t i v e  s e a t  c h a r g e d  P o p u l i s t  B. H. H a i l i n g  w i th  v o t e r  

f r a u d .  H i s  p l e a  f e l l  upon d e a f  e a r s ,  h o w ever ,  a s  t h e  House

s e a t e d  H a i l i n g  by a t w e n t y - f o u r  t o  one  v o t e . *

R e p u b l i c a n  James P. Gandy c o n t e s t e d  t h e  s e a t i n g  o f  Popu

l i s t  George  C ou lson  w i th  c h a r g e s  o f  b o th  v o t e r  f r a u d  and i n 

e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  G a n d y 's  a f f i d a v i t s  i n  t h e  

v o t e r  f r a u d  c a s e ,  how ever ,  p roved  more q u e s t i o n a b l e  t h a n  t h e  

v o t e .  GOP l e g i s l a t o r s  s t i l l  d e c l a r e d  Cou lson  i n e l i g i b l e  f o r  

t h e  C o u n c i l  on o t h e r  g r o u n d s ,  how ever ,  and r e p l a c e d  him w i th  

Gandy.

R e p u b l i c a n s  c h a r g e d  t h a t  C ou lson  was n o t  a l e g a l  r e s i d e n t  

o f  Oklahoma a t  t h e  d a t e  o f  h i s  e l e c t i o n .  A cco rd in g  t o  GOP 

s o u r c e s  C o u l s o n ' s  f a m i l y  s t i l l  r e s i d e d  i n  K an sas ,  he was 

s t i l l  a member o f  t h e  Kansas  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  and he  r e c e i v e d  a 

r e s i d e n t  t a x  exem pt ion  on h i s  Kansas  fa rm  i n  1894. C o u lso n ,

a  s i x t y - n i n e  y e a r  o l d  f a r m e r ,  s t a k e d  h i s  c l a i m  i n  Hoods

County i n  S e p te m b e r ,  1893. A l though he s t i l l  owned and op

e r a t e d  a f a rm  i n  K ansas ,  i t  was h e a v i l y  m or tgaged  and t h e

3 G u t h r i e  Oklahoma R epre s e n t a t i v e ,  17 J a n u a r y  1895 and Guth
r i e  H eek ïÿ  Oklahoma S t a t e  C a p i t a l ,  12 J a n u a r y  1895.

* G u t h r i e  Heekly  Oklahoma S t a t e  C a g i t a l ,  19 J a n u a r y  1895.
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P o p u l i s t  l e g i s l a t o r  e x p e c t e d  t o  l o s e  i t . *  S in c e  t h e  e l d e r l y  

f a r m e r ' s  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  f o r c e d  him t o  l i v e  i n  a d u g o u t ,  

h i s  w i f e ,  who was in  poor  h e a l t h ,  r e t u r n e d  t o  Kansas  f o r  t h e  

w i n t e r s  of  1893-94 and 1894-95 .  As C o u l s o n ' s  w ife  was n o t  

i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  a t  t h e  t im e  t h e  t h i r d  l e g i s l a t u r e  met,  

C o u l s o n ' s  t r u e  r e s i d e n c e  seemed q u e s t i o n a b l e .  Because  Kan

s a s  law a u t o m a t i c a l l y  u n s e a t e d  any l e g i s l a t o r  moving from 

th e  s t a t e ,  C oulson  had n o t  b o t h e r e d  t o  r e s i g n  from t h e  Kan

s a s  l e g i s l a t u r e .  He a l s o  bad n o t  a p p l i e d  f o r  t h e  Kansas 

$200 r e s i d e n t  h o u s e h o ld  e x em p t io n .  The l o c a l  t a x  a s s e s s o r  

a u t o m a t i c a l l y  c o n f e r r e d  i t  upon C oulson  i n  i g n o r a n c e  o f  

C o u l s o n ' s  Oklahoma r e s i d e n c e .  In  a s t r a i g h t  p a r t y  l i n e  

v o t e ,  w i th  Democrat  R o b e r t  Ray v o t i n g  w i th  t h e  P o p u l i s t s ,  

GOP C o u n c i l o r s  found t h i s  s u f f i c i e n t  c a u s e  t o  r e p l a c e  Coul

son w i th  Gandy.*

S i n c e  Sandy c l e a r l y  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  a p l u r a l i t y  o f  t h e  

v o t e s  c a s t .  P o p u l i s t s  saw C o u l s o n ' s  r e p l a c e m e n t  a s  t h w a r t i n g  

t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  Leo V in c en t  s p e c u l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  

GOP's m ot ive  i n  r e p l a c i n g  C o u lso n ,  and n o t  H a i l i n g ,  was t o  

e s t a b l i s h  a t w o - t h i r d s  D e m o c r a t i c - R e p u b l i c a n  m a j o r i t y  i n  

b o th  h o u s e s  i n  c a s e  Governor  Renfrew v e to e d  any b i l l s .  As 

t h e  House had a l r e a d y  d e n i e d  a P o p u l i s t  c h a l l e n g e  t o  t h e  

s e a t  o f  Democrat S. A. W a i t s ,  o f  C le v e la n d  Coun ty ,  W a l l i n g ' s  

rem ova l  was n o t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  m a ins t ream  p a r t i e s  t o  s e 

5 Coulson d id  l o s e  h i s  Kansas  farm t o  a m ortgage  company i n
1894.

* G u t h r i e  Oklahoma Repr e s en t a t i v e .  7 6 14 F e b ru a ry  1895.
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c u r e  a t w o - t h i r d s  m a j o r i t y  i n  t h e  House.  ï h e n  P o p u l i s t  

C o u n c i l o r  E. H. S p e n c e r ,  o f  Payne C oun ty ,  denounced t h e  use  

o f  "Alabama Methods" i n  u n s e a t i n g  C o u lso n ,  B e p u b l i c a n s  r e 

f u s e d  t o  a l l o w  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  t o  be p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  C o u n c i l  

J o u r n a l .  GOP C o u n c i l  P r e s i d e n t  John H. P i t z e r ,  an E l  Reno 

Lawyer, l a t e r  f r e e l y  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  p r e s s  t h a t  s e a t i n g  Gan

dy was a p u r e l y  p a r t i s a n  move.?

Although  R e p u b l i c a n s  c o n t r o l l e d  O k lah o m a 's  t h i r d  l e g i s l a 

t u r e  only  t h r o u g h  v i c t o r y  i n  s e v e r a l  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  c l o s e  

r a c e s ,  GOP l e g i s l a t o r s  found  no r e a s o n  t o  t r e a d  l i g h t l y  i n  

e x e r c i s i n g  t h e i r  m andate .  They q u i c k l y  v o te d  down t h e  Popu

l i s t ' s  c l a i m  t o  p r o p o r t i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  on c o m m i t t e e s  i n  

t h e  C o u n c i l ,  and t h e n  e x c lu d e d  t h i r d  p a r t y  C o u n c i l o r s  from 

b o th  t h e  R a i l r o a d s  and C o r p o r a t i o n s ,  and  t h e  J u d i c i a r y  Com

m i t t e e s .  P o p u l i s t s  d i d ,  however ,  s u c c e e d  i n  g e t t i n g  b i l l s  

p r i n t e d  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  r e a d i n g  s o  t h e y  c o u ld  be i n s p e c t e d  

o u t s i d e  commit tee .®

B e p u b l i c a n s  a l s o  moved s w i f t l y  t o  h i r e  what Mort B i x l e r ,  

e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Norman S t a t e  D em ocra t . l a b e l e d  " a n  army of  

com m it tee  c l e r k s "  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  l e g i s l a t u r e .  The Democrat

i c - P o p u l i s t  c o n t r o l l e d  s ec o n d  l e g i s l a t u r e  (1893) was t h e

7 G u t h r i e  Weekly O k lahoma S t a t e  c a p i t a l . 19 J a n u a r y  6 9 Fe
b r u a r y  1895; G u t h r i e  Ok l a h oma Repr e s e n t a t i v e .  7 5 21 Fe
b ru a ry  1895 and Norman P e o p l e s  V o ice , 16 F e b ru a ry  1895. 
As a c o n s o l a t i o n .  R e p u b l i c a n  C o u n c i l o r  0 .  R. F egan ,  o f  
G u t h r i e ,  a p p o i n t e d  C oulson  C le rk  o f  t h e  Committee on 
School L an d s .

« Norman P e o p l e s  V o ic e ,  12 J a n u a r y  1895 and G u t h r i e  Oklahoma 
R ep resen t a t i v e , 17 J a n u a r y  1895-
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l e a s t  e x p e n s i v e  o f  t h e  t e r r r i t o r i a l  y e a r s .  R e p u b l i c a n s ,  

B i x l e r  c l a i m e d ,  made t h e  i t s  s u c c e s s o r  " t h e  most r e c k l e s s  

and e x t r a v a g a n t . ” Only P o p u l i s t s ,  how ever ,  v o t e d  a g a i n s t  

t h e  H o u se ' s  c l e r k  h i r e  b i l l .  R e p u b l i c a n s  a l s o  pushed a b i l l  

t h r o u g h  t h e  C o u n c i l  g i v i n g  Onion v e t e r a n s  p r e f e r e n c e  i n  go

vernment j o b s .  John  A l l a n ,  who s a t  i n  t h e  t h i r d  l e g i s l a 

t u r e ,  c l a i m e d  t h e  v e t e r a n s  had o n l y  p e r fo rm ed  t h e i r  d u t y  and 

vo ted  a g a i n s t  t h e  m easu re  a l o n g  w i th  Democrat  R o b e r t  Ray.

O th e r  P o p u l i s t s ,  how ever ,  v o t e d  f o r  t h e  b i l l .  The measure

n e v e r  came up f o r  a r o l l  c a l l  v o t e  i n  t h e  House .*

Once t h e  t h i r d  l e g i s l a t u r e  was o r g a n i z e d .  P o p u l i s t s  had 

some d i f f i c u l t y  i n  k e e p in g  t h e i r  c o l l e a g u e s  a t  t h e i r  p o s t s  

i n  G u t h r i e .  In  t h e  s ec o n d  week o f  t h e  s e s s i o n  t h e  C o u n c i l

a d jo u r n e d  f o r  a j u n k e t  t o  Topeka t o  w i t n e s s  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f

Democrat  J o h n  M ar t in  t o  t h e  O n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e .  One Re

p u b l i c a n  and t h r e e  P o p u l i s t s  r e f u s e d  t o  make t h e  j o u r n e y .  

P o p u l i s t  C o u n c i l o r  James  Doom a l s o  d e c l i n e d  a t  f i r s t ,  b u t  

l a t e r  a g r e e d  t o  accompanying  t h e  younger  c o u n c i l o r s  a s  a 

c h a p e ro n .  He r e f u s e d ,  how ever ,  to  go on what Leo V in c en t  

l a b e l e d  "an i r r i g a t i o n  j u n k e t  t o  El R e n o , ” t h e  f o l l o w i n g

weekend . 1 0

* G u t h r i e  Okl a homa Repr e s e n t a t i v e , 31 J a n u a r y  1895 and Nor
man S t a t e  D em ocra t , Ts F e b r u a r y  189 5- T he re  were two com
m i t t e e  c l e r k s  i n  each  h o u s e  o f  t h e  1893 l e g i s l a t u r e .  In 
1895 a lm o s t  e v e r y  c o m m it te e  had  a c l e r k .

1 0  G u t h r i e  Oklahoma Repr e s e n t a t i v e , 24 R 31 J a n u a r y  1895.
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Because  o f  h i s  f o r m e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e ,  James E. 

Doom o f  P o t t aw a to m ie  County g u i c k l y  emerged a s  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  

t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  i n  t h e  C o u n c i l .  A l though  a man o f  s t r o n g  

c o n v i c t i o n s ,  and " p ro u d  o f  t h e  t i t l e  ‘ c r a n k , ' "  he  was f o r e v 

e r  p l e a s a n t  i n  demeanor ,  and on o c c a s i o n ,  f a r  more j o c u l a r  

t h a n  h i s  name s u g g e s t e d .  A r e p o r t e r  once  a sk e d  him why h i s  

c o l l e a g u e s  were so  l a c k a d a i s i c a l  i n  d e b a t i n g  a p r o b a t e  b i l l .  

The s e n i o r  Counci lman a t t r i b u t e d  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  u n e n t h u s i a s -  

t i c  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  a s u f f i c i e n t  lobby  t o  draw 

t h e i r  f i n e s t  o r a t o r i c a l  e f f o r t s .

Doom's knowledge o f  t h e  c l a s s i c s ,  which he f r e q u e n t l y  

q u o t e d ,  q u i c k l y  made him a c l o s e  f r i e n d  o f  J o h n  A l l a n .  The 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  p r o b a b l y  s e r v e d  t o  h a r n e s s  t h e  young l e g i s l a 

t o r ' s  e a r n e s t n e s s  i n  d e b a t e .  On more th a n  one o c c a s i o n  Al

l a n  came t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  warmth o f  h i s  a rgument  b e f o r e  

c r o s s i n g  t h e  bounds  o f  i m p r o p r i e t y ,  and tem pered  h i s  l a n 

guage .  P o p u l i s t s  i n  t h e  House,  where no su ch  m odera t ing  

f o r c e  emerged,  p ro v e d  f a r  more i n t e m p e r a t e  and p u g i l i s t i c  i n  

s p i r i t .  Even t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  b i t t e r e s t  enem ies  came t o  

r e s p e c t  t h e  aged Doom, l a b e l i n g  him " t h e  f a t h e r  o f  t h e  Coun

c i l .

G u th r i e  Week l y Oklahoma S t a t e  Capi t a l ,  16 March and 23 
F e b r u a r y  1895.

1 2  Norman Peopl e s  V o ic e ,  16 March 1895; Norman S t a t e  Democ
r a t ,  26 J a n u a r y  Î895  and G u t h r i e  Wee k l y  Oklahoma St a t e  
Capi t a l , 2 F e b ru a ry  1895.



230

A s u r v e y  o f  r o l l  c a l l  v o t e s  i n  t h e  t h i r d  l e g i s l a t u r e  r e v 

e a l e d  a d i s t i n c t  p a r t i s a n  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o  v o t i n g  i n  t h e  1895 

a s s e m b ly .  Of t h e  t h i r t y - n i n e  members o f  t h e  t h i r d  l e g i s l a 

t u r e ,  on ly  o n e ,  f i e p u b l i c a n  H. A. Hogan, v o te d  more o f t e n  

w i th  t h e  members o f  a n o t h e r  p a r t y  t h a n  h i s  own. H o g a n 's  r e 

c o rd  r e s em b le d  t h a t  of  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  more t h a n  t h e  GOP. 

The B ep u b l i c a n  l e g i s l a t o r  was a n o r t h e r n - b o r n  L i n c o l n  County 

f a r m e r .  C e r t a i n  c o u n t i e s  n e a r  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  zone be tween 

n o r t h e r n e r s  and  s o u t h e r n e r s  i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ,  such  

a s  L i n c o l n ,  r e t a i n e d  a more s e c t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  

th a n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  a s  a whole  i n  t h e  189 0s.  T h i s  h e ld  a g r a 

r i a n  R e p u b l i c a n s ,  such  a s  Hogan, l o y a l  t o  t h e  GOP, w h i l e  h i s  

c o u n t e r p a r t s  e l s e w h e r e  m ig r a t e d  t o  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y .  A l l  

l e g i s l a t o r s  o t h e r  t h a n  Hogan, how ever ,  vo ted  w i th  t h e  m a jo r 

i t y  o f  t h e i r  own p a r t y  more o f t e n  th a n  with  members o f  t h e  

o p p o s i t i o n .  As t h e  D emocrats  i n  t h e  t h i r d  l e g i s l a t u r e  were 

s u p p o r t e r s  o f  P r e s i d e n t  C l e v e l a n d ,  t h e  s u rv e y  showed t h e  Po

p u l i s t  p o s i t i o n  f r e q u e n t l y  was c l o s e r  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  GOP 

t h a n  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  p a r t y ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  margin  o f  d i f f e r e n c e  

was s l i m . *3

P ro p o sed  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o o k  a  d e f i n i t e  p a r t i s a n  o r i e n t a t i o n  

i n  t h e  t h i r d  a s s e m b ly .  P o p u l i s t s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  s u p p o r t e d  a 

number o f  b i l l s  d e s i g n e d  t o  b e n e f i t  t h e  d e b t o r .  B e f o r e  he 

was removed from h i s  s e a t  i n  t h e  u ppe r  cham ber ,  George Coul-

»3 P o p u l i s t s  i n  L i n c o l n  County i n  1894, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  c o r r e 
l a t e d  w i t h  w h i te  s o u t h e r n e r s  a t  .6 4 6 8 1 .  I n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  
t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  s im p ly  r e p l a c e d  t h e  D em ocra t ic  p a r t y  
a s  t h e  p a r t y  o f  s o u t h e r n e r s .
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son  i n t r o d u c e d  a b i l l  a l l o w i n g  owners  o f  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  s o l d  

under  d e c r e e  o f  f o r e c l o s u r e  t o  r e c l a i m  t h e i r  l a n d  w i t h i n  

e i g h t e e n  months  t h ro u g h  p a y in g  t h e  amount o f  t h e  judgem ent  

and t h e  t a x e s  a c c r u e d .  The b i l l ,  however ,  n e v e r  g o t  o u t  of  

com m it tee .  N e i t h e r  d i d  a b i l l  R ep u b l i ca n  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

Will iam A. Knipe i n t r o d u c e d  exem pt ing  a l l  l a n d  and p e r s o n a l  

p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e  Cherokee  O u t l e t  from t a x e s .  P o p u l i s t s  i n 

s t e a d  c a l l e d  f o r  an e x t e n t i o n  on t h e  payment o f  t a x e s  f o r  

a l l  Oklahomans,  b u t  i n  v a i n .  The a d v i c e  o f  P rank  G r e e r ,  e d 

i t o r  o f  t h e  R ep u b l i ca n  G u t h r i e  Oklaho ma S t a t e  C a p i t a l ,  t h a t  

"no l a r g e  ch an g e s  a r e  needed  i n  o u r  l a w s"  seemed t o  p r e v a i l  

among GOP l e g i s l a t o r s  i n  O k lahom a 's  t h i r d  c o n g r e s s .  Popu

l i s t s  i n  t h e  House,  however ,  were a b l e  t o  u n i t e  w i th  seven  

R e p u b l i c a n s  and two Democrats  t o  r e p e a l  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  t e r 

r i t o r y ' s  s t a t u t e s  which a l l o w e d  im p r i so n m e n t  f o r  d e b t .  A l t 

hough GOP o p p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  House was s i g n i f i c a n t ,  t h e  b i l l  

met no r e s i s t a n c e  in  t h e  C o u n c i l  and became l a w . i *

The most i m p o r t a n t  l a w s  t o  em ana te  from t h e  t h i r d  l e g i s 

l a t u r e  c o n c e rn e d  c o u n ty  t a x e s  and e x p e n s e s .  R e p u b l i c a n  Re

p r e s e n t a t i v e  R o b e r t  A. Lowry i n t r o d u c e d  and pushed t o  p a s 

sage  a  b i l l  which l i m i t e d  c o u n ty  e x p e n s e s  t o  80% o f  th e

G u th r i e  Oklahoma Rep r e s e n t a t i v e . 31 J a n u a r y  1895; G u t h r i e  
We e k l y  Okalhoma St a t e  C a p i t a l .  12 6 26 J a n u a r y  S 2 F eb ru 
a r y "  89 5? J s ü r n a l ' " ô f " t h e  C o u n c i l  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  TW,rd 
L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly o f  t h e  T e r r i t o r y  o f  Oklahoma, B eg in -  

^ n u a r y  8 ,  1895 and End ing  March 8 ,  1895 [ G u t h r i e :
S t a t e  C a p i t a l  P r i n t i n g  C o . ,  1895) ,  p p .  954-55 and J o u r n a l  
o f  t h e  House P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  T h i r d  L e g i s l a t i v e  Assim- 
b l y  o f  t h e  T e r r i t o r y  o f  Oklahoma, B e g in n in g  J a n u a r y  8 ,  
1895 and End in g  March 8 ,  1895 [ G u t h r i e :  S t a t e  C a p i t a l
P r i n t i n g  C o . ,  1 8 95 ) ,  p .  1057.
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y e a r ' s  l e v y .  County c o m m is s io n e r s  were c h a r g ed  w i th  e s t a b 

l i s h i n g  a s e p a r a t e  fund  f o r  e ach  ty p e  o f  e x p e n d i t u r e ,  e s t i 

mat ing  a l l  e x p e n s e s  f o r  t h e  coming y e a r  and t h e n  a d d in g  25% 

t o  c o v e r  e x p e c t e d  d e l i n q u e n c i e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  

sum which had t o  be  r a i s e d  th ro u g h  t a x e s  e ac h  y e a r .  They 

c o u ld  then  i s s u e  c o u n ty  w a r r a n t s ,  b u t  o n ly  up t o  80% o f  t h e  

t a x e s  l e v i e d .  The measure  was d e s ig n e d  t o  c r e a t e  more f a i t h  

i n  t h e  w a r r a n t s ,  which were h e a v i l y  d i s c o u n t e d  i n  many coun

t i e s .  The r i g i d i t y  i m p l i c i t  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  s e v e r a l  f u n d s  

and t h e  o v e r t a x i n g  to  c o v e r  d e l i n q u e n c i e s  l e d  P o p u l i s t s  t o  

b e l i e v e  Oklahomans would s u f f e r  marked ly  i n c r e a s e d  t a x e s  

on ly  t o  s a t i s f y  w a r r a n t  s c a l p e r s .  Of t h e  P o p u l i s t s  i n  t h e  

House,  o n l y  B. H. H a i l i n g  v o te d  f o r  t h e  m e a s u r e . D e m o c r a t s  

and a l l  R e p u b l i c a n s ,  e x c e p t  H. H. S m i th ,  a  Gran t  County 

f a r m e r  who John  A l la n  l a b e l e d  a f i r s t  c l a s s  " c a p i t a l  s t r i k 

e r "  and i n v i t e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y ,  v o ted  f o r  t h e  

b i l l .  Counci lmen p a s s e d  L o w r y 's  b i l l  unan im ous ly  i n  t h e  

ru sh  t o  f i n i s h  b u s i n e s s  on t h e  l a s t  day o f  t h e  s e s s i o n . * *

One f a c t o r  which made t h e  e s t i m a t i o n  o f  c o u n ty  e x p e n s e s  

d i f f i c u l t  unde r  t h e  new t a x  law was a s i m u l t a n e o u s  change  i n  

c o u n ty  s a l a r i e s .  R e p u b l i c a n  C o u n c i l o r  0 .  B. Fegan i n t r o 

duced a f e e  and s a l a r y  b i l l  i n t o  t h e  1895 l e g i s l a t u r e  de

s i g n e d  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  e x p e n s e s  which t h r e a t e n e d  t o  b a n k r u p t  a

*5 H a i l i n g ,  a Medford p h y s i c i a n ,  was t h e  o n ly  n o n - f a r m e r  Po
p u l i s t  in  t h e  1895 House.

* * Alva P i o n e e r ,  29 March 1895; Alva Revi e w, 28 November 
1895; House J o u r n a l  (1895) ,  pp .  954-55 and C o u n c i l  J o u r 
n a l  (1895) ,  p .  1057.
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number o f  c o u n t i e s  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y -  The b i l l  c u t  d i s t r i c t  

c l e r k s '  s a l a r i e s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y .  I t  a l s o  a b s o l v e d  c o u n t i e s  

from p a y in g  c o u r t  c o s t s  i n  misdemeanor  c a s e s  and h a l f  o f  t h e  

f e e s  i n  f e l o n y  c a s e s .  The s a l a r y  o f  j u r o r s  was c u t  and t h e  

c o u n ty  vas  r e q u i r e d  t o  pay t h e  e x p e n s e s  o f  w i t n e s s e s  o n ly  i f  

t h e y  were  i n d i g e n t .  The b i l l ,  however ,  d id  r a i s e  t h e  s a l a r 

i e s  o f  some m ino r  o f f i c i a l s -  John A l l a n ,  who s u p p o r t e d  t h e  

m easure ,  p r e d i c t e d  t h e  b i l l  would s a v e  e ac h  c o u n ty  $ 8 ,000  to  

$10 ,000  a y e a r -  He hoped t h i s  would p u t  c o u n t i e s  on a cash  

b a s i s  and f r e e  them from t h e  t e n d e r  m e r c i e s  o f  w a r r a n t  s c a l 

p e r s -  T h r e e  o f  t h e  f o u r  P o p u l i s t s  i n  t h e  C o u n c i l  v o t e d  f o r  

t h e  b i l l -  S e n a t o r  Doom l a t e r  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  P o p u l i s t s  v o te d  

f o r  t h e  m easure  on ly  b e c a u s e  i t  was b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

law- T h i r d  p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r s  would have  re d u c e d  s a l a r i e s  

even more, h e  c l a i m e d .  In  t h e  House ,  t h i r d  p a r t y  l e g i s l a 

t o r s  s p l i t  two t o  two on t h e  f e e  and s a l a r y  b i l l ,  w i th  t h r e e  

a b s e n t .  With  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  W. A. Hogan, R e p u b l i c a n s  sup 

p o r t e d  t h e  m easure  u n a n im o u s ly .  When t h e  Oklahoma Supreme 

C o u r t  d e c l a r e d  t h e  d i s t r i c t  c l e r k ' s  s a l a r y  c u t s  u n c o n s t i t u 

t i o n a l  i n  S e p te m b e r ,  1895, t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  f e e  b i l l  was t o  

s u b s t a n i t i a l l y  r a i s e  c o u n ty  e x p e n s e s ,  and  t h u s  t a x e s -  A l t 

hough C o u n c i l o r s  A l l a n  and Doom c l a i m e d  t h e  law was a non

p a r t i s a n  p r o d u c t  many P o p u l i s t  spokesmen denounced t h e  "Re

p u b l i c a n  s p o n s o r e d "  measure  a s  t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  GOP's p e n ch an t  

f o r  e x t r a v a g a n c e - * ^

1 '  G u t h r i e  Weekly O k lahoma S t a t e C a p i t a l ,  9 F e b ru a ry  1895; 
Norman P e o p l e s  V o ic e ,  9 6 15 March G 13 September  1895;
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As more and more Oklahoma f a r m e r s  began r e c e i v i n g  t i t l e  

t o  t h e i r  l a n d s  i n  t h e  m id-1890s  th e y  began t o  mor tgage  t h e i r  

f a rm s .  The i s s u e  o f  h ig h  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  g u i c k l y  became im

p o r t a n t .  The 1890 and 1893 l e g i s l a t u r e s  d e f i n e d  u s u r y  a s  

any i n t e r e s t  r a t e  above  12%. C osm o p o l i t an  e l e m e n t s ,  howev

e r ,  c o n s i d e r e d  su ch  law s  an i n t i m i d a t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l .  Popu

l i s t  C o u n c i l o r  B. B. T a n k e r s l e y ,  how ever ,  i n t r o d u c e d  a b i l l  

i n t o  t h e  1895 l e g i s l a t u r e  r e d u c i n g  t h e  l e g a l  i n t e r e s t  r a t e  

t o  7%. R e p u b l i c a n s ,  i n  what John  A l l a n  l a b e l e d  O klahom a 's  

"House o f  L o r d s , "  amended t h e  b i l l  so a s  t o  r e p e a l  a l l  u su ry  

law s  and th e n  j o c u l a r l y  complimented  T a n k e r s l e y  f o r  i n t r o 

d uc ing  a p i e c e  o f  " P o p u l i s t  l e g i s l a t i o n "  t h e y  c o u ld  f i n a l l y  

s u p p o r t .  The t h i r d  p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r  a n g r i l y  d isowned th e  

b i l l ,  which p a s se d  o v e r  t h i r d  p a r t y  p r o t e s t s .  B. H. W al l ing  

was t h e  o n ly  P o p u l i s t  l e g i s l a t o r  t o  v o t e  f o r  t h e  m easu re .  

Only two R e p u b l i c a n s  and one Democrat  b roke  r a n k s  t o  v o t e  

w i th  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  on t h i s  h i g h l y  p a r t i s a n  m easu re .  

Leo V in c e n t  s a r c a s t i c a l l y  p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  w i th  " t h e  b a r s  t o  

t h e  r a p a c i o u s  money s h a r k s "  a b o l i s h e d ,  " f i l t h y  l u c r e  would 

become p l e n t y ,  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  would jump below z e r o  and t h e  

l a b o r i n g  c l a s s e s  and o t h e r  poor  men would be  g r e a t l y  bene 

f i t e d . " » »

ÇofifiÇil J o u r n a l  ( 1 8 9 5 ) ,  pp .  1055; Norman P e o p l e s  V o ice ,  
2 O c to b e r  1896;  Hou se  J o u r n a l  J 1 8 9 5 ) , pp.  9 5 8 -59 ;  Alva 
Review, 2 J a n u a r y  Î896  and C h a n d l e r  P u b l i c i s t ,  1 May 
18967 "

»» G u t h r i e  We e k l y Oklahoma S t a t e Capi t a l , 23 F e b r u a r y  1895; 
Norman Peopl e s  V o ice?  9 F eb ru a ry  1895; S t i l l w a t e r  Payne 
County  P o p u l i s t ,  8 March 1895; C o u n c i l  J o u r n a l  (1 8 9 5 ) ,  p.
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D e s p i t e  t h e i r  m i n o r i t y  s t a t u s .  P o p u l i s t  l e g i s l a t o r s  « e re  

n o t  r e t i c e n t  i n  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e i r  own s p e c i a l  b ran d  o f  l e g 

i s l a t i o n  i n  t h e  t h i r d  a s s e m b ly .  Democrats  and R e p u b l i c a n s ,  

however,  g u i c k l y  t a b l e d  P o p u l i s t  s p o n so re d  r e s o l u t i o n s  memo

r i a l i z i n g  C ongress  i n  f a v o r  o f  f r e e  s i l v e r  and denounc ing  

P r e s i d e n t  C l e v e l a n d ' s  bond ing  schemes.  P o p u l i s t  C o u n c i l o r  

E. H. S p e n c e r  was a b l e  t o  push a b i l l  t a x i n g  go ld  b e a r i n g  

o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  a v o t e .  R e p u b l i c a n s  and t h e  C o u n c i l ' s  l o n e  

Democrat  unan im ous ly  v o te d  a g a i n s t  t h e  measure .  A s i m i l a r  

v o t e  k i l l e d  S p e n c e r ' s  i n i t i a t i v e  and re fe rendum  b i l l .  Both 

o ld  p a r t i e s ,  how ever ,  s u p p o r t e d  P o p u l i s t  B. B. T a n k e r s l e y ' s  

b i l l  p r o h i b i t i n g  c o r p o r a t i o n s  from h i r i n g  p r i v a t e  armed de

t e c t i v e  f o r c e s  ( P i n k e r t o n s ) . i*

Oklahoma C i t y  R e p u b l i c a n  Henry S t .  John i n t r o d u c e d  two 

a n t i - r a i l r o a d  b i l l s  i n t o  t h e  1895 House. One r e q u i r e d  r a i l 

r o a d s  t o  r e im b u r s e  f a r m e r s  f o r  l i v e s t o c k  t h e i r  t r a i n s  

k i l l e d .  The o t h e r  r e q u i r e d  r a i l  l i n e s  t o  pay damages f o r  

p e r s o n a l  and p r o p e r t y  l o s s e s  c o n n ec ted  w i th  t h e i r  o p e r a 

t i o n s .  Although P o p u l i s t s  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t e d  b o th  m e asu re s ,  

S t .  John  was u n a b le  t o  s e c u r e  enough s u p p o r t  among h i s  f e l 

low R e p u b l i c a n s  t o  p a s s  t h e  b i l l s .  Democrats  and R e p u b l i 

c a n s  a l s o  unan im ous ly  v o te d  down a P o p u l i s t  b i l l  r e q u i r i n g  

t h e  Choctaw R a i l r o a d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  depo t  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  Tecum-

1055; House  J o u r n a l  (1 8 9 5 ) ,  pp.  1058-59 and G u t h r i e  O kla 
homa B i p r i i e â t a t ï v i ,  21 F e b r u a r y  1895.

C ounc i l  J o u r n a l  (1 8 9 5 ) ,  d p .  1055-57 and House J o u r n a l
T3III)» Ê2- |5lz59.
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s e h ,  which i t  c i r c u m v e n t e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  Shawnee. R e p u b l i c a n s  

a l s o  f i n a l l y  pushed  a m i l i t i a  b i l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  t h i r d  l e g i s 

l a t u r e  o v e r  t h e  p r o t e s t s  o f  b o th  Democrats  and P o p u l i s t s , 2 0  

P o p u l i s t  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  a s  might be e x p e c t e d ,  p a r t e d  compa

ny w i th  t h e  m a ins t ream  p a r t i e s  on a number o f  f i n a n c i a l  i s 

s u e s  i n  t h e  1895 l e g i s l a t u r e .  A P o p u l i s t  s p o n s o r e d  b i l l  r e 

q u i r i n g  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  p r o m i s s o r y  n o t e s  d e s ig n e d  to  

l o c a t e  l i q u i d  c a p i t a l  f o r  t a x  p u r p o s e s  n e v e r  g o t  o u t  of  com

m i t t e e .  Only one R e p u b l i c a n  j o i n e d  P o p u l i s t s  on t h e  Tank

e r s l e y  Dsury B i l l  and a R e p u b l i c a n  b i l l  a l l o w i n g  c o u n t i e s  t o  

fund t h e i r  e x i s t i n g  i n d e b t e d n e s s  i n t o  long  te rm  bonds  ran  

t h e  g a u n t l e t  o f  t h i r d  p a r t y  p r o t e s t s  and became law.  A l t 

hough R e p u b l i c a n s  j o i n e d  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  on a P o p u l i s t  spon

s o r e d  b i l l  making i t  i l l e g a l  f o r  t e r r i t o r i a l  and c o u n ty  o f 

f i c e r s  t o  s p e c u l a t e  i u  c o u n ty  bonds and w a r r a n t s .  Governor 

Renfrow v e to e d  t h e  m e a s u r e . 2 1

P a r t y  l i n e  v o t e s ,  w i th  Democra ts  j o i n i n g  R e p u b l i c a n s ,  

a l s o  o c c u r r e d  on s e v e r a l  t a x  exem pt ion  m e a s u re s .  The main

s t r e a m  p a r t i e s  s u p p o r t e d  t a x  r e l i e f  f o r  r a i l r o a d s ,  w h i l e  Po

p u l i s t s  s o u g h t  a  $100 exem pt ion  f o r  a l l  t a x p a y e r s .  Popu

l i s t s  a l s o  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  b u lk  o f  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  on c l e r k  

h i r e  f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and supreme c o u r t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  f u n d -

20 Norman P e o p l e s  V o ic e ,  26 J a n u a ry  1895; G u t h r i e  i e e k l y  Ok
lahoma S t a t e  C a p i t a l .  2 ,  10 & 23 F e b r u a r y  S 2 March 1895; 
Counc i l  J o u r n a l  ( 1 8 9 5 ) ,  pp.  1012, 1014 B 1055-56 and Nor- 
man~St a  te~De n o c r a t , 13 F e b r u a r y  18 95.

2 1  Rouse J o u r n a l  (1 8 9 5 ) ,  pp .  954-55 8 9 5 8 -5 9 ;  C o u n c i l  J o u r -  
n a F T l B Ô s r r  pp.  1055 6 1057 and G u t h r i e  Beêklv  Okl a h o ma 
St a t e  Ca p i t a l , 16 March S 2 F e b ru a ry  1895.
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i n g  f o r  t h e  Oklahoma H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .  H i s t o r i a n  K a re l  

B icha  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  " a l m o s t  w i t h o u t  e x c e p t i o n  t h e  P o p u l i s t  

ap p ro ach  t o  p u b l i c  s p e n d i n g  was t h a t  o f  t h e  m e a t - a x e . " In  

Oklahoma, where c a p i t a l  was s c a r c e  and most l a n d  n o t  t a x a 

b l e ,  t h i r d  p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r s  were  d e f i n i t e l y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  

government e x p e n s e s .  T h e i r  f o c u s ,  how ever ,  was n o t  a s  i n 

d i s c r i m i n a t e  a s  B icha  s u g g e s t s .  P o p u l i s t s  opposed m easu res  

which p r o l i f e r a t e d  t h e  number o f  a p p o i n t i v e  o f f i c e s .  I n  Po

p u l i s t  e y e s ,  p o l i t i c i a n s  r e p a i d  s p e c i a l  f a v o r s  w i th  p a t r o 

nage a p p o i n t m e n t s ,  t h u s  s h i f t i n g  t h e  c o s t  o f  r e im b u r s e m e n t  

t o  t h e  t a x p a y e r .  T h e i r  p r im ary  f u n c t i o n ,  t h i r d  p a r t y  advo

c a t e s  f e a r e d ,  was t o  l o o t  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ' s  meager t r e a s u r y - * *  

P o p u l i s t  l e g i s l a t o r s  were  n o t  so t i g h t - f i s t e d ,  however ,  

a s  t o  o p p o se  s p e n d i n g  on needed im provem en ts .  B. B. Tank

e r s l e y  i n t r o d u c e d  and pushed  t o  p a s s a g e  a ro a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

b i l l  i n  t h e  t h i r d  l e g i s l a t u r e  and  P o p u l i s t s  i n  t h e  House 

p r o v id e d  t h e  m arg in  o f  v i c t o r y  on a  b i l l  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a t e r 

r i t o r i a l  p e n i t e n t i a r y .  The p e n i t e n i a r y  b i l l ,  however ,  n e v e r  

came up f o r  a  v o t e  i n  t h e  C o u n c i l .  In  t h e  v o t e  on t h e  1895 

a s s e m b l y ' s  g e n e r a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  b i l l ,  o n ly  t h r e e  o f  t h e  

e l e v e n  t h i r d  p a r t y  members v o te d  a g a i n s t  t h e  m easu re .  Popu-

z* House J o u r n a l  {1895) ,  pp .  954 -57 ;  C o u n c i l  J o u r n a l  {1895),  
pp.  1012,  1055-56 ;  K a r e l  B ic h a ,  i g s t e r n  P o p u l i sm ;  S t u d i e s  
i n  an Am b i v a l e n t  Conser v a t i s m {Lawrence: Coronado P r e s s ,
1 9 7 6 ) ,  p .  123 .  The f u n d s  f o r  t h e  Oklahopma H i s t o r i c a l  
S o c i e t y  were  d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  b i n d i n g  t h e  new spaper  c o l l e c 
t i o n ,  a f u n c t i o n  P o p u l i s t  l e g i s l a t o r s  b e l i e v e d  c o u ld  w a i t  
f o r  b e t t e r  economic  t i m e s .  Wil l iam C am pbel l ,  t h e  P r e s i 
d e n t  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  was a R e p u b l i c a n  member 
o f  t h e  f i r s t  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  and t h u s  viewed a s  a t y p i c a l  
p lacem an-
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l i s t s  p roved  g u i t e  w i l l i n g  t o  spend  on needed  p r o j e c t s ,  b u t  

vehem ent ly  opposed  a n y t h i n g  smacking of  p a t r o n a g e  s i n e c u r e s .

M o r a l i t y  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e c e i v e d  a c o o l  r e c e p t i o n  i n  t h e  

1895 a s s e m b ly .  P o p u l i s t  B. J .  N e s b i t t ,  who s e r v e d  a s  a De

m ocra t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  i n t r o d u c e d  a l i q u o r  l i c e n s 

i n g  b i l l  i n t o  t h e  House t h a t  most Democrats  and R e p u b l i c a n s  

s u p p o r t e d .  F ou r  o f  t h e  sev en  P o p u l i s t s ,  however ,  v o te d  

a g a i n s t  t h e  b i l l ,  and i t  was k i l l e d  i n  t h e  C o u n c i l  w i t h o u t  a 

r o l l  c a l l  v o t e .  P o p u l i s t s  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  oppo

s i t i o n  on a b i l l  l e g a l i z i n g  p r i z e  f i g h t i n g .  Texas  Governor 

C h a r l e s  A. C u lb e r s o n  s e c u r e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  s t o p p i n g  a s c h e 

d u l e d  f i g h t  f o r  t h e  w o r l d ' s  cham p io n sh ip  i n  E l  P a s o .  Okla

homa l e g i s l a t o r s  hoped t o  l u r e  t h e  f i g h t  t o  t h e  new t e r r i t o 

r y  w i t h  f a v o r a b l e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The e d i t o r  o f  t h e  S t i l l w a t e r  

Payne County  P o p u l i s t  spoke  f o r  t h i r d  p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r s  when 

he denounced t h e  b i l l  a s  c o n v e r t i n g  Oklahoma i n t o  t h e  "Mexi

can  b u l l  p e n "  o f  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s . * ’

R e p u b l i c a n  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N. H. Mason i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  

t h i r d  l e g i s l a t u r e  a c i v i l  r i g h t s  b i l l  p r o h i b i t i n g  d i s c r i m i 

n a t i o n  i n  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .  C. 

H. Tandy, t h e  b l a c k  I n d e p e n d e n t  R e p u b l i c a n  P o p u l i s t s  s u p 

p o r t e d  f o r  t h e  G u t h r i e  House s e a t  i n  t h e  1894 e l e c t i o n ,  was 

t h e  moving s p i r i t  b e h in d  t h e  m easure .  P o p u l i s t s  i n  t h e

*’  G u t h r i e  f e e k l y  O k la homa S t a t e  Capi t a l ,  23 F e b ru a ry  1895; 
aiwyn B a r r , "  B e ç o n i t r u ç t i ô n ’ t o  Reform, Texas  P o l i t i c s ,  
1876-1906 ( A u s t i n :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas  P r e s s ,  1971) ,  p.
161; S t i l l w a t e r  Payne County Pq p u l 1 s t . 8 March 1895.
House J o u r n a l  p 8 9 5 f ,  pp .  954 -57 ;  C o u n c i l  J o u r n a l  (1895) ,  
p .  1057.
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House s p l i t ,  however ,  f o u r  t o  t h r e e  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  m easure .  

In  t h e  C o u n c i l  o n ly  John  A l l a n  and Democrat  R o b e r t  Ray op

posed  t h e  b i l l .  Governor  Renfrow l a b e l e d  t h e  b i l l  an o b v i 

ous  p l a y  f o r  t h e  b l a c k  v o te  and v e to e d  t h e  m easu re .

P e rhaps  t h e  most c o n t r o v e r s i a l  moral i s s u e  t o  come b e f o r e  

t h e  1895 l e g i s l a t u r e  was t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  a b o l i s h  c a p i t a l  pun

i sh m e n t  in  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .  Oklahoma C i t y  b l a c k  John 

M i l l i g a n ,  a c o n v i c t e d  m u r d e r e r ,  was t h e  f i r s t  man s e n t e n c e d  

t o  hang in  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .  On J a n u a r y  9 ,  t h e  n i g h t  

b e f o r e  d a t e  o f  h i s  e x e c u t i o n ,  John  F u r l o n g ,  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of  

t h e  P o p u l i s t  t e r r i t o r i a l  c e n t r a l  c o m m i t t e e ,  s e c u r e d  a  s i x t y  

day s t a y  o f  e x e c u t i o n  f o r  t h e  condemned man from a c t i n g  Gov

e r n o r  T. J .  Lowe. He t h e n  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  t h i r d  l e g i s l a t u r e  

t o  a b o l i s h  t h e  d e a th  p e n a l t y ,  and t h e r e b y  sav e  Oklahoma from 

what he c a l l e d  " t h e  s t a i n  o f  l e g a l  m u rd e r . "  To make h i s  ap

p e a l  n o n p a r t i s a n ,  he  s e c u r e d  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  Angelo S c o t t ,  

Oklahoma C i t y ' s  R ep u b l i ca n  C o u n c i l o r .  S c o t t  i n t r o d u c e d  

C o u n c i l  B i l l  no .  134, which gave  th e  g o v e r n o r  t h e  o p t i o n  of  

i m p r i s o n i n g  f o r  l i f e  anyone  s e n t e n c e d  t o  d e a t h .  To sway 

p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  F u r lo n g  w r o te  a number o f  i m p a s s io n e d  p l e a s  

f o r  newspaper  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  e a r l y  1895. He a l s o  a d d r e s s e d  

bo th  h o u ses  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  in  F e b r u a r y .  A l though  h i s  

m o t ives  were p r i m a r i l y  m o ra l ,  he a l s o  made a p r a c t i c a l  ap

p e a l .  Pun ishm en t ,  he c l a i m e d ,  had b u t  two p u r p o s e s ,  t o  r e -

2* S t i l l w a t e r  Payne Cou n ty  Popul i s t . 15 F e b ru a ry  1895 and 
Norman St a t e  Demo c r a t ,  20 March 1895. House  J o u r n a l  
(1895) ,  pp .  956-57  and Counc i l  J o u r n a l  %T895), pp.  
1056-57.
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for.m t h e  c r i m i n a l  and t o  make s o c i e t y  s e c u r e .  N e i t h e r ,  he 

a r g u e d ,  r e q u i r e d  t h e  d e a th  p e n a l t y .

Frank S r e e r  o f  t h e  Oklahoma S t a t e  Cap i t a l  v ehem en t ly  op

posed  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l  pun ishm ent  and k e p t  up a 

s t e a d y  b a r r a g e  o f  a n t i - r e p e a l  e d i t o r i a l s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  con -  

t r o v e r s e y .  A cco rd ing  t o  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  e d i t o r ,  t h e r e  was

" t o o  much sympathy f o r  c r i m i n a l s . "  He c o n ten d e d  t h a t  " t h e  

law o f  c a p i t a l  pun ishm en t  . . .  was made by God when t h e  

w o r l d ' s  human code was handed  down i n  i m p e r i s h a b l e  r e c o r d . "  

What s a f e t y ,  he a s k e d ,  i s  t h e r e  when "mock sympathy h e l p s  

b lo o d y -h a n d e d  v i l l a i n s  o u t  o f  t h e  c l u t c h  o f  j u s t i c e ? "  

S c o t t ' s  b i l l  n a r r o w l y  p a s s e d  t h e  C o u n c i l ,  b u t  was d e f e a t e d  

by a s i n g l e  v o t e  i n  t h e  House.  R e p u b l i c a n s  s p l i t  b a d ly  o v e r  

t h e  m easure ,  w h i l e  D em ocra ts  opposed  i t .  With t h e  e x c e p t i o n  

o f  James Doom, a l l  P o p u l i s t  l e g i s l a t o r s  vo ted  t o  a b o l i s h  c a 

p i t a l  p u n i s h m e n t .  When M i l l i g a n ' s  s t a y  o f  e x e c u t i o n  e x p i r e d  

i n  March, he was h a n g e d .a *

The 1895 l e g i s l a t u r e  made s e v e r a l  i m p o r t a n t  c h an g e s  i n

t h e  Oklahoma e l e c t i o n  c o d e .  S i n c e  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  was

now t h e  t e r r i t o r y ' s  second  p a r t y .  Democrats  and R e p u b l i c a n s  

expanded t h e  number o f  j u d g e s  and c l e r k s  a t  e ac h  p o l l i n g  

p l a c e  from two t o  t h r e e .  P r e v i o u s l y  o n ly  t h e  two l a r g e s t  

p a r t i e s  iu  each  c o u n ty  were r e p r e s e n t e d .  T h i s  f r e q u e n t l y

25 G u t h r i e  Weekly O klahoma L e a d e r . 10 O c to b e r  8 2 F e b r u a r y  
1895 and G u t h r i e  Oklahoma R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  14 F e b ru a ry
1895.

25 G u t h r i e  Weekly Oklahoma S t a t e  C a p i t a l ,  2 F e b ru a ry  and 2 5 
16 March 1895. C o u n c i l  J o u r n a l " ( Î 89 5 ) ,  p .  1055.
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e x c lu d e d  P o p u l i s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  t h e  p o l l i n g  p l a c e s .  

With t h e  new l a v ,  how ever ,  each  p a r t y  was r e p r e s e n t e d  and 

Democrats  were k e p t  on t h e  e l e c t i o n  b o a r d s ,  i n s u r i n g  a main 

s t r e a m  p a r t y  m a j o r i t y  i n  a l l  c a s e s . 2 ?

O k la h o m a 's  t h i r d  l e g i s l a t u r e  a l s o  p a s s e d  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  

f i r s t  a n t i - f u s i o n  law i n  1895. R e p u b l i c a n  C o u n c i l o r  George 

O rn e r  s p o n s o r e d  t h e  b i l l ,  which p r o v i d e d  a p r i s o n  s e n t e n c e  

o f  up t o  f i v e  y e a r s  f o r  any c a n d i d a t e ,  e l e c t i o n  j u d g e  o r  o f 

f i c i a l  p r i n t e r  who a l l o w e d  t h e  name o f  a c a n d i d a t e  t o  a p p e a r  

on more t h a n  one  t i c k e t .  F u s io n  a r r a n g e m e n t s  u s u a l l y  encom

p a s s e d  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  a g r e e d  upon c a n d i d a t e ' s  name 

u n d e r  b o th  t h e  D em ocra t ic  and t h e  P o p u l i s t  c o lu m n s .  Only a 

g e n e r a t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War, t h e  D em o cra t ic  p a r t y  s t i l l  

c a r r i e d  t o o  much s e c e s s i o n i s t  baggage  f o r  many e x - R e p u b l i -  

c a n s  t o  mark t h e  D e m o cr a t i c  co lumn,  no m a t t e r  what t h e  c a n 

d i d a t e  m ig h t  o t h e r w i s e  r e p r e s e n t .  Ks  t h e  P o p u l i s t s  i n  t h e  

t h i r d  l e g i s l a t u r e  were a l l  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d e r s ,  th e y  

j o i n e d  t h e  GOP i n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  b i l l .  D em o cra t s ,  n a t u r a l l y  

c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  b i l l ' s  o n ly  o p p o s i t i o n  and Roy Hoffman im

m e d i a t e l y  p ro c l a im e d  t h e  measure  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .  S ince  

s u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  b i l l  c l e a r l y  had t h e  v o t e s  t o  o v e r t u r n  a 

v e t o ,  Renfrow s i g n e d  t h e  b i l l  i n t o  law .z®

27 Alva P i o n e e r ,  5 A p r i l  1895 and G u t h r i e  Weekly Oklahoma
St a t e  Ca p i t a l . 30 March 1895.

2« G u t h r i e  Weekly Oklahoma S t a t e  C a p i t a l ,  16 5 30 March
1895. House ^ u r n n l  (1 8 9 5 ) ,  pp .  9 5 8 -59 ;  C o u n c i l  J o u r n a l
(1895) , ” p7ÏÔ56.
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The t h i r d  e l e c t o r a l  change  t o  e n a n a t e  from t h e  1895 

l e g i s l a t u r e  v a s  t h e  most c o n t r o v e r s i a l .  Because  Governor  

Renfrow had m a n i p u l a t e d  t h e  1894 l e g i s l a t i v e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  

h o a r d  so  e f f e c t i v e l y ,  t h e  GOP c o n t r o l l e d  1895 l e g i s l a t u r e  

to o k  o v e r  t h e  d u t y  o f  a p p o r t i o n i n g  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  f o r  1896. 

P o p u l i s t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N. H. DeFord p u t  f o r t h  a r e a p p o r 

t i o n i n g  b i l l  which s a t i s f i e d  D em ocra ts ,  P o p u l i s t s  and s i x  o f  

th e  House* s  f i f t e e n  R e p u b l i c a n s .  Seven GOP l e g i s l a t o r s ,  

however ,  v o t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  m e asu re .  R e p u b l i c a n s  i n  t h e  

C o u n c i l  s u b s e q u e n t l y  amended t h e  b i l l  a l o n g  h i g h l y  p a r t i s a n  

l i n e s .  T h i s  produced a s t r a i g h t  p a r t y  l i n e  v o t e  i n  t h e  up

p e r  chamber and P o p u l i s t  c h a r g e s  o f  g e r r y m a n d e r i n g .  Essen

t i a l l y ,  t h e  m e asu re ,  a s  amended, s p r e a d  t h e  GOP v o t e  o u t  to  

maximize t h e  number o f  s e a t s  R e p u b l i c a n s  c o u ld  win i n  a 

t h r e e  way r a c e  i n  1 8 9 6 .z*

A ss e ssm e n ts  o f  t h e  t h i r d  l e g i s l a t u r e  l a r g e l y  f o l l o w e d  

p a r t y  l i n e s .  The e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Alva Ch r o n i c l e  spoke  f o r  Re

p u b l i c a n s  when he s t a t e d  t h a t  " w h i l e  i t  d i d  n o t  do e v e r y 

t h i n g  e x p e c t e d  o f  i t ,  i t  d i d  s p l e n d i d  work f o r  t h e  t e r r i t o 

r y . "  A new s c h o o l  l a n d  l e a s e  l aw ,  which would g i v e  l e a s e  

h o l d e r s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  co m p en sa t io n  f o r  im provem en ts  was t h e  

most n o t a b l e  o m i s s i o n .  Boy Hoffman*s D em ocra t ic  G u t h r i e  Ok

lahoma Lead e r , c h a r g e d  t h a t  most o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  p a s s i n g  

th e  a s se m b ly  i n  t h e  f i n a l  t h r e e  days  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n  was " e n -

z* G u th r i e  Oklahoma R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , 14 November 1895; House 
JoSEBâl 1 Ï8  95) , " p p l  ” 956-57T” ç o u n ç i l  J o u r n a l  (1 8 9 5 ) ,  p.  
1057.
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g i n e e r e d  by money and f r a u d  by t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  members." 

When t h e  Logan County g rand  j u r y  r e t u r n e d  i n d i c t m e n t s  

a g a i n s t  t h i r t e e n  members o f  t h e  1895 l e g i s l a t u r e  b o t h  Democ

r a t s  and P o p u l i s t s  r e v e l e d  i n  t h e  nems. Hoffman th e n  pub

l i s h e d  a l i s t  o f  t w e n t y - e i g h t  l e g i s l a t o r s  who G u t h r i e  s a lo o n  

k e e p e r s  c l a im ed  had s k ip p e d  town b e f o r e  p a y in g  t h e i r

b i l l s . 30

Although  P o p u l i s t s  p u t  t h e  o l d  p a r t i e s  on r e c o r d  a s  f a 

v o r i n g  Grover  C l e v e l a n d ' s  p r o - g o l d  m one ta ry  p o l i c i e s ,  and 

e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  a s  t h e  GOP's major  o p p o s i t i o n ,  

t h e y  were  no more s u c c e s s f u l  i n  s e c u r i n g  t h i r d  p a r t y  l e g i s 

l a t i o n  t h a n  P o p u l i s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  p r e v i o u s  l e g i s l a 

t u r e s .  The r e p e a l  o f  u su ry  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  c r e a t i o n  o f  a t e r 

r i t o r i a l  m i l i t i a  and p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  p a t r o n a g e  p o s i t i o n s ,  

i n  f a c t ,  s i g n i f i e d  a r e g r e s s i o n  from p r e v i o u s  a s s e m b l i e s .  

Many Americans  were n o t  c e r t a i n  w he ther  Popul ism was advanc

in g  o r  d e c l i n i n g  a s  a movement i n  t h e  wake o f  t h e  1894 e l e c 

t i o n s .  T h i rd  p a r t y  c a n d i d a t e s  r e c e i v e d  more v o t e s  t h a n  i n  

1892, b u t  t h e  l a c k  o f  f u s i o n  i n  t h e  West s e v e r e l y  reduced  

t h e  number o f  P o p u l i s t  o f f i c e  h o l d e r s .  Oklahoma P o p u l i s t s  

g a in e d  b o th  v o t e r s  and o f f i c e s  i n  1894. Compared t o  th e  

t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  1890 and 1893 l e g i s l a t u r e s ,  

however,  s u ch  ad v an c e s  a c t u a l l y  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  l e s s  power.

30 Alva Chr o n i c l e .  15 March 1895; Norman Peopl e s  Voice .  16 
march~l895~and G u t h r i e  D a i ly  O k la h o m a L e a d e r , 22 march
1895.



C h a p t e r  IX 

THE BOAO TO FOSXON

Host A m er icans ,  and c e r t a i n l y  most  Oklahomans,  c l e a r l y  

r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  American p a r t y  system was h i g h l y  u n s t a b l e  

by 1895. P o p u l i s t s  v i s u a l i z e d  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  1896 a s  

a n o t h e r  1860, when e v e n t s  c a t a p u l t e d  t h e  young and v i g o r o u s  

R ep u b l ican  p a r t y  t o  n a t i o n a l  power.  I n t r a - p a r t y  d e b a t e s  

ov e r  what s t r a t e g y  t o  use  i n  e l e v a t i n g  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  t o  

power i n  1896 i n t e n s i f i e d  a s  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  e l e c t i o n  y e a r  

n e a r e d .  P o p u l i s t  l e a d e r s  had d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  money 

q u e s t i o n ,  and more s p e c i f i c a l l y  a d v o c a t i n g  t h e  u n l i m i t e d  

c o i n a g e  of  f r e e  s i l v e r  a t  a r a t i o  o f  s i x t e e n  t o  one with 

g o l d ,  was t h e i r  most i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  i n  r e c r u i t i n g  c o n v e r t s  

t o  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  movement.*

I n  F e b r u a r y ,  1895, t h e  P o p u l i s t  p a r t y ' s  W ashington  con

g r e s s i o n a l  d e l e g a t i o n  i s s u e d  an open l e t t e r  t o  t h e  p a r t y ' s  

r a n k  and f i l e  d e c l a r i n g  t h e  money q u e s t i o n  t o  be t h e  " m ig h t 

i e s t  and most f u n d a m e n ta l  c o n t r o v e r s e y  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  c e n t u 

r y . "  A l though  t h e  m a n i f e s t o  was worded v a g u e ly  enough t o  

im p ly  g r e e n b a c k s  a s  w e l l  a s  s i l v e r ,  e m p h a s i z in g  f r e e  c o i n a g e

I H c f l a s t e r i s  Weekly Magazine i n  t h e  Norman P e o p l e s  V o ic e ,  22 
May 1896.

-  2U4 -
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was c l e a r l y  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  l e a d e r ' s  a d d r e s s .  

Because  t h i r d  p a r t y  l e a d e r s ,  b o t h  n a t i o n a l l y  and i n  Oklaho

ma, were e s s e n t i a l l y  g r e e n b a c k e r s ,  however ,  f o c u s i n g  on t h e  

s i l v e r  i s s u e  was t o  a s i g n i f i c a n t  d e g re e  a p r a g m a t i c  p o l i t i 

c a l  m a n eu v e r .2

How t o  u se  t h e  s i l v e r  i s s u e  and what t h e  f i g h t  f o r  t h e  

c o i n a g e  o f  t h e  w h i t e  m e t a l  came t o  s y m b o l i z e  d i f f e r e d  from 

man t o  man a s  p a r t y  s t r a t e g y  d e v e l o p e d .  The p o p u l a r i t y  o f  

N. H. "Coin"  H a r v e y ' s  f r e e  s i l v e r  t r a c t .  C o i n ' s  F i n a n c i a l  

S c h o o l , r e f l e c t e d  t h e  g rowing  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  i s s u e  among 

w e s t e r n e r s  and s o u t h e r n e r s  i n  t h e  m id -1890s .  A cco rd in g  t o  

A. H. S to n e  o f  Woods Coun ty ,  H a r v e y ' s  book was " c r e a t i n g  a 

r e v o l u t i o n . "  J .  C. T o u s l e y ,  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  E l  Reno I n d u s t r i 

a l  H e a d l i g h t  ( f o r m e r l y  t h e  P o p u l i s t  P l a t f o r m ) , a d v i s e d  a l l  

v o t e r s  t o  r e a d  H a r v e y ' s  book and o f f e r e d  a f r e e  copy  t o  new 

s u b s c r i b e r s .  Both T o u s le y  and  John  A l l a n  o f  t h e  Norman Peo

p l e s  Vo i c e  i n a c c u r a t e l y  p ro c l a im e d  Harvey a P o p u l i s t .  

N e i t h e r  man, however,  j e t t i s o n e d  h i s  g re e n b a c k  h e r i t a g e  i n  

p ro m o t in g  "Coin"  H a r v e y ' s  i d e a s .  Accord ing  t o  T o u s l e y ,  f r e e  

s i l v e r  would n o t  p e r m a n e n t l y  s e t t l e  t h e  money q u e s t i o n .  

H a r v e y ' s  book,  however,  would do g r e a t  work i n  d i s r u p t i n g  

t h e  o ld  p a r t i e s .  Many p e o p l e ,  he c o n t e n d e d ,  " w i l l  r e a d  i t  

when t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  l o o k  a t  a P o p u l i s t  do cu m en t . "  I f  t h e  

f r e e  s i l v e r  i s s u e  c o u ld  g e t  such p e o p le  t o  t h i n k i n g ,  Tous ley  

c o n te n d e d ,  " t h e r e  i s  a c h a n c e  t o  c o n v e r t  t h e n  t o  e v e r y  p r i n -

2 El Peno P o p u l i s t  P l a t f o rm, 28 F e b r u a r y  1895.
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c i p l e  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  Omaha p l a t f o r m . *

O th e r  Oklahoma P o p u l i s t  l e a d e r s  h e l d  a v a r i e t y  o f  o p i n 

i o n s  on t h e  s i l v e r  i s s u e .  Leo V in c e n t  f e a r e d  t h a t  making 

s i l v e r  t h e  main i s s u e  i n  t h e  h o p e s  o f  s e c u r i n g  new c o n v e r t s  

m igh t  b a c k f i r e  on t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y .  Em phas iz ing  f r e e  s i l 

v e r ,  he  c l a i m e d ,  c o u l d  s o  e d u c a t e  and commit t h e  p e o p l e  t o  

i n t r i n s i c  v a l u e  t h a t  c o n v e r t i n g  them t o  g re e n b a c k s  might  

p ro v e  i m p o s i b l e .  I n  t h e  meant ime t h e  money power c o u l d  buy 

up a l l  o f  t h e  s i l v e r  mines  and c o n t r o l  b o t h  g o ld  and s i l v e r .  

John A l la n  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  money i s s u e  was much l a r g e r  t h a n  

t h e  s i l v e r  q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  s i l v e r ,  he  c l a i m e d ,  was i n c l u d e d  i n  

i t .  As g o l d - b u g s  r u l e d  b o th  o f  t h e  o l d  p a r t i e s  A l l a n  ad

v i s e d  s i l v e r i t e s  t o  j o i n  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y ,  " t h e  o n l y  t r u e  

s i l v e r  p a r t y . "  A C. Towne, e d i t o r  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  Alva  Re

v ie w ,  b e l i e v e d  f r e e  s i l v e r  was " e s s e n t i a l l y  a P o p u l i s t  d e 

mand."  He c l a i m e d  e m p h a s i z in g  i t  d i d  n o t  r e q u i r e  P o p u l i s t s  

t o  d i s c a r d  any o f  t h e i r  o t h e r  demands.  I f  t h i r d  p a r t y  de

mands c o u l d  be im p r e s s e d  upon t h e  p u b l i c  o n ly  one a t  a t i m e ,  

he c l a i m e d ,  "we a r e  making p r o g r e s s  tow ard  v i c t o r y . " Ac

c o r d i n g  to  Towne, P o p u l i s t s  needed  t o  s t a n d  f i r m  on s i l v e r  

w h i l e  D em ocra ts  and R e p u b l i c a n s  s t r a d d l e d  t h e  i s s u e  i n  o r d e r  

t o  c r e a t e  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y .  O th e r w i s e  a new 

p a r t y  co m m it ted  t o  f r e e  s i l v e r  would em erge ,  and  i n d e f i n i t e 

l y  p o s tp o n e  P o p u l i s t  s u c c e s s . *

3 Alva Review,  2 May 1895; El Reno I n d u s t r i a l  H e a d l i g h t ,  9 
May 5 27 Ju n e  1895 and Norman Peopl e s  V o ic e . 29 J u n e  1895.

♦ G u t h r i e  O k lahom a  Re p r e s e n t a t i v e .  12 S e p t e m b e r  1 8 9 5 ;  Norman
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P o p u l i s t s  a l s o  Here  d i v i d e d  on t h e  meaning o f  t h e  new 

S i l v e r  p a r t y  which a p p e a r e d  i n  1895. T o u s le y  b e l i e v e d  i t  

would amount t o  n o t h i n g  b e c a u s e  p ro m in e n t  m a ins t ream  s i l v e r -  

i t e s  su c h  a s  R i c h a r d  Bland o f  M i s s o u r i ,  W i l l iam  J e n n i n g s  

Bryan o f  N eb ra sk a  and Henry H. T e l l e r  o f  C o lo ra d o  r e f u s e d  

t o  j o i n .  S in c e  P o p u l i s t s  a l r e a d y  b e lo n g e d  t o  a s i l v e r  p a r 

t y ,  t h e  new o r g a n i z a t i o n  c e r t a i n l y  c o u ld  n o t  l o o k  t o  i t  f o r  

c o n v e r t s .  T o u s le y  d i d ,  however ,  t a k e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  de 

nounce  m a in s t r e a m  p a r t y  s i l v e r i t e s  a s  i n s i n c e r e  f o r  r e f u s i n g  

t o  j o i n  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y ,  which was u n i f o r m e l y  commit ted  

t o  f r e e  s i l v e r  b e f o r e  t h e  new p a r t y  was fo u n d e d .  W il l iam 

McDonald,  a member o f  t h e  C anad ian  County  P o p u l i s t  E x e c u t iv e  

Commit tee ,  warned I n d u s t r i a l  H e a d l i g h t  r e a d e r s  t h a t  " t h e  

l e a d i n g  f i g u r e s  o f  t h e  movement a r e  i n v a r i a b l y  e i t h e r  Democ

r a t s  o r  R e p u b l i c a n s  . . .  (who} e x p e c t  t h e  Pops t o  whoop 'em 

up by d o in g  t h e  v o t i n g ,  l e a v i n g  them m a s t e r s  o f  t h e  f i e l d  a s  

i n  t h e  p a s t . " ®

Oklahoma P o p u l i s t s  were n o t  a b l e  t o  make a monopoly o f  

t h e  s i l v e r  i s s u e  w i t h o u t  a s t r o n g  p r o t e s t  from GOP s p o k e s 

men. E x - S o v e rn o r  A. J .  Seay p ro c l a im e d  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  

r e c o r d  on s i l v e r  a good o n e .  McDonald s h o t  b a c k ,  "who de

m o n e t i z ed  s i l v e r  i n  1873?" The e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Alva B e n n b l i -  

can  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  w h i t e  m e ta l  had n e v e r  been  dem one t ized  

and t h a t  t h e r e  was more o f  i t  i n  c i r c u l a t i o n  th a n  a t  any

P e o p l e s  V o ice ,  8 5 15 J u n e  1895 and Alva Review, 13 June  
Î8 9 5 J

5 El Reno I n d u s t r i a l  H e a d l i g h t ,  9 May 1895.
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o t h e r  t i m e .  He found i t  p e c u l i a r  " t o  h e a r  a  P o p u l i s t  r a n t 

i n g  ab o u t  t h e  s i l v e r  q u e s t i o n  when t h e y  a r e  i n  f a v o r  o f  pa

per  money." F rank G r e e r  o f  t h e  G u t h r i e  Oklahoma S t a t e  Cap-  

t i a l  a g r e e d ,  c l a i m i n g  t h a t  t h e  P o p u l i s t  p a r t y  "had b u t  one 

o b j e c t ,  . . .  ( p r o p a g a t i n g )  t h e  o l d  g reen b ack  i d e a  o f  i r r e 

deemable  p a p e r  money." They a d v o c a t e d  f r e e  s i l v e r  " o n ly  a s  

a t e m p o ra ry  s u b s t i t u t e . "  G r e e r ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  was c o r r e c t .  I n  

a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  of  t h e  K i n g f i s h e r  R e f o rm e r , however ,  

a r e a d e r  p u t  h i s  f i n g e r  on what t h e  s i l v e r  i s s u e  came t o  

s y m b o l i z e  t o  P o p u l i s t s  when he w r o te ,  " i f  s i l v e r  .  .  .  can

be e f f e c t i v e l y  s t r i c k e n  down, a s  i t  i s  now, th e n  t h e  c i t a d e l  

o f  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  power i s  b r o k e n . »

The p r o s p e c t  o f  r i d i n g  t h e  f r e e  s i l v e r  a g i t a t i o n  t o  power 

i n  t h e  mid-1890s  c o l o r e d  t h e  t h i n k i n g  o f  a l l  t h i r d  p a r t y  a c 

t i v i s t s .  I n v o l v e d  i n  t h e s e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  was what t h e  Po

p u l i s t  p a r t y ' s  e x a c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  s h o u ld  be  t o w a rd s  t h e  d i 

s i n t e g r a t i n g  D em o cra t ic  p a r t y  and t h o s e  s t i l l  l o y a l  t o  i t .  

As t h e  p o l i t i c a l  v e h i c l e  o f  s o u t h e r n - b o r n  Oklahomans,  t h e  

Democracy, a s  i t  was c a l l e d ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  men e x c lu d e d  from 

t h e  t e r r i t o r y ' s  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e .  S e c t i o n a l i s m  

was s t i l l  a f a c t o r ,  even  i n  t h e  1890s.  S o u t h e r n e r s '  m in o r i 

t y  s t a t u s ,  in  a s e n s e ,  made them o u t s i d e r s .  Because  t h e  

P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  drew ove rw he lm ing ly  from h i n t e r l a n d  f a r m e r s ,  

who were l i k e w i s e  u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d  among t h e  t e r r i t o r y ' s  

r u l i n g  e l i t e ,  i t  a l s o  r e p r e s e n t e d  o u t s i d e r s  o f  a s o r t .  The

6 G u t h r i e  Hee k l y  Oklahoma S t a t e C a p t i a l . 1 June  1895 and 
K i n g f i s h e r  Reformer ,  3 J a n u a ry  1895.
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long  h i s t o r y  o f  f u s i o n  i n  Oklahoma, and t h e  r e s t  of  th e  

West ,  em phas ized  t h e  n a t u r a l  a f f i n i t y  many f o l l o w e r s  of 

t h e s e  two p a r t i e s  f e l t  f o r  one a n o t h e r .  Most Oklahoma Popu

l i s t s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  r a n k  and f i l e  o f  t h e  d i s s o l v i n g  Democ

r a t i c  p a r t y  t o  be e x c e l l e n t  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  c o n v e r s i o n  t o  Po

p u l i s m .  How t o  wean such  men away from t h e  D em ocra t ic  

p a r t y ,  however ,  was a m a t t e r  o f  d e b a t e .  Should  t h e  C leve 

lan d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  be s i n g l e d  o u t  f o r  t h e  b u lk  o f  t h e  t h i r d  

p a r t y ' s  a b u se  i n  t h e  hope l o c a l  D e m o c r a t i c  l e a d e r s  might
•
j o i n  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  and b r i n g  t h e i r  f o l l o w e r s  w i th  them, 

o r  s h o u l d  l o c a l  D e m o cr a t i c  l e a d e r s  a l s o  b e a r  t h e  b r u n t  of 

t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  a t t a c k ?

P o p u l i s t  e d i t o r s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a l a r g e  segment o f  t h e  Okla 

homa P o p u l i s t  p a r t y ' s  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  m id-1890s .  Most of  

t h e s e  men were m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d e r s ,  and proud o f  t h e  s u b 

s t a n t i a l  g a i n s  t h e i r  a p p ro a c h  s e c u r e d  f o r  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  

i n  1894. A N a t i o n a l  Reform P r e s s  A s s o c i a t i o n  r e p r i n t  pub

l i s h e d  i n  a  number o f  Oklahoma t h i r d  p a r t y  p a p e r s  i n  J a n u 

a r y ,  1895, t o l d  l o y a l i s t s  t h a t  f u s i o n  meant d e a th  t o  t h e i r  

movement. The a r t i c l e  summed up th e  a t t i t u d e  o f  many Okla

homa P o p u l i s t  l e a d e r s  when i t  p r o c l a i m e d ,  "we c a n n o t  s e r v e  

God by compromis ing  w i th  t h e  D e v i l . ” A no the r  r e p r i n t  i n  

March c l a i m e d  t h a t  i f  P o p u l i s t s  k e p t  " o u r  s k i r t s  c l e a r  of  

t h e s e  pure  and s i m p l e  s i l v e r  men, we w i l l  be t h e  g a i n e r s  and 

can do t h e  a c t  o f  1860 o v e r  a g a i n . "  R e p r i n t s  from o t h e r  

m id- road  s o u r c e s ,  s u c h  a s  Tom W a ts o n ' s  Pe o p l e s  P a r t y  Pape r
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and t h e  C h icago  S e n t i n e l  [where Henry V in c en t  worked) g ra c e d  

t h e  pages  o f  t h e  Norman P e o p l e s  Vo ice  e v e r y  e d i t i o n  a f t e r  

John A l lan  r e t u r n e d  from t h e  t h i r d  l e g i s l a t u r e .  Halph Bray, 

e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Enid  Coming E v e n t s ,  b o o s t e d  such  m i d - r o a d e r  

o r g a n s  as  t h e  S o u t h e r n  H e r o n r y and t h e  Coming N a t io n  a s  

p r o p e r  r e p o s i t o r i e s  o f  P o p u l i s t  t h o u g h t  i n  t h e  mid-1890s .  

I n  t u n e  w i th  t h i s  s u r g e  o f  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d  a c t i v i t y ,  J .  

C. T o u s le y  found  t h e  " f i n e  and c l e v e r l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  p l a t 

fo r m s"  o f  t h e  o l d  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  so  worn o u t  t h a t  t h e i r  p l e a s  

f o r  v o t e r s  t o  s u p p o r t  them " j u s t  one more t im e  . . .  w i l l  no 

l o n g e r  d e c e i v e  t h e  p e o p l e . "  John A l l a n ,  t o o ,  had d o u b t s  

a b o u t  l o c a l  D em o cra t s '  s i n c e r i t y  i n  a d o p t i n g  a f r e e  s i l v e r  

s t a n c e  i n  1895. L e s s  t h a n  s i x  months  b e f o r e ,  he  c h a r g e d ,  

" t h r e e - f o u r t h s  o f  t h e  D em ocra ts  i n  t h i s  {Cleve land} c o u n ty  

who s ig n e d  t h e  c a l l  f o r  a s i l v e r  c o n v e n t i o n  were l o u d 

mouthed g o ld  s t a n d a r d  men." The e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Alva B e p u b l i -  

c an  summed up t h e  em erg ing  dilemma o f  Oklahoma P o p u l i s t s  i n  

J u n e ,  1895, when he  n o t e d  t h a n  " so  many Democrats  and Repub

l i c a n s  have  crowded on t o  t h e  P o p u l i s t  p l a t f o r m ,  r e c e n t l y ,  

t h a t  t h e  Pops  w i l l  h av e  t o  b u i l d  a n  a d d i t i o n ,  o r  g e t  o f f . " ?

? S t i l l w a t e r  Payne  Coun t y  P o p u l i s t .  4 J a n u a r y  1895; C h a n d le r  
Pub l i c i s t ,  4 J a n u a r y  1895 Comi n g  N a t io n  i n  t h e  E l  Reno I n 
d u s t r i a l  " s e a a l i g h t , 29 March Ï 8 9 5 7 " ” Ênîd  Coming E v e n t s ,  4 
J u l y  1895; E l  Reno I n d u s t r i a l  Hea d l i g h t ,  30 May 1895; Nor
man Peopl e s  Voice ,  Ï  Ju n e  1895 and Alva R e p u b l i c a n , 7 June
1895. J u l i u s  Wayland e d i t e d  t h e  Coming Nat i on b e f o r e  
fo u n d in g  t h e  P o p u l i s t  Appe a l  t o  Reason l a t e r  i n  1895. The 
p a p e r  s u b s e q u e n t l y  became t h e  l e a d i n g  S o c i a l i s t  p a r t y  pa 
p e r  in  t h e  n a t i o n  in  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .
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P l a n s  t o  c r e a t e  a s u p p o s e d l y  n o n - p a r t i s a n  t e r r i t o r i a l  

b i m e t a l l i c  l e a g u e  t o  p romote  f r e e  s i l v e r  a t  a June  26 ,  1895, 

Oklahoma C i t y  c o n f e r e n c e  d e v e lo p e d  t h e  f i r s t  m a jo r  b r e a c h  i n  

P o p u l i s t  r a n k s  on how t o  d e a l  w i th  m a ins t ream  p a r t y  s i l v e r 

i t e s .  Leo V in c e n t  a d v i s e d  P o p u l i s t s  t o  " w i t n e s s  t h e  d e l i 

b e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  n o v ic e  s i l v e r  p o l i t i c i a n s , "  b u t  " t o  be  on 

t h e  a l e r t . "  I f  any e a r n e s t  f r i e n d s  o f  s i l v e r  emerged ,  he 

w r o te ,  " t h e y  a r e  f r i e n d s  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  p l a t f o r m . "  A l t 

hough he was w i l l i n g  t o  meet  w i th  s i l v e r i t e s  from o t h e r  p a r 

t i e s ,  he d i d  n o t  a d v i s e  f u s i o n  o r  t r im m in g  t h e  Omaha p l a t 

form t o  e m p h as ize  t h e  s i l v e r  i s s u e .  The h o n e s t  Democrat ,  he 

c l a i m e d ,  " h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  hope f o r  from a r e t u r n  o f  t h a t  p a r 

t y  t o  pow er ."  I f  f o r m e r  R e p u b l i c a n s ,  Democrats  and even 

s i n g l e  p la n k  s i l v e r  men " s h o u l d  go p a r t  way w i th  us .  .

w h i l e  he i s  w i th  us  he w i l l  be  t r e a t e d  c o u r t e o u s l y  and w i th  

k in d  r e s p e c t . "  V in cen t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  g o ld  power 

had p r o g r e s s e d  s o  f a r  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  a  c r i s i s  o f  c i v i l i z a 

t i o n  was n e a r .  The e l e c t i o n  o f  1896, he c l a i m e d ,  "would 

t e l l  t h e  t a l e . "  D em o cra t s ,  V in cen t  p r o c l a i m e d ,  s h o u ld  now 

" r e t u r n  once  more t o  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  f a i t h  o f  t h e  f a t h e r s  and 

j o i n  t h e  s h a t t e r e d  r e m n a n t s  o f  t h e i r  l e g i o n s  t o  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  

p a r t y .  A l l a n  saw t h e  m e e t in g  a s  a m a in s t r eam  p a r t y  p l o t  and 

a d v i s e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  be " l e t  s e v e r e l y  a l o n e . "  fle 

n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  c a l l  f o r  t h e  s i l v e r  c o n v e n t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  

s i g n a t u r e s  o f  f o r t y - s i x  c i t i z e n s  o f  C an a d ia n ,  C le v e l a n d  and 

Oklahoma C o u n t i e s .  Of t h e  t w e n t y - e i g h t  C le v e l a n d  County
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S i l v e r i t e s ,  t w e n t y - f i v e ,  he  c l a i m e d ,  were D em ocra ts .  Ne

b r a s k a  Democrat  W il l iam  J e n n i n g s  Bryan would be t h e  f e a t u r e d  

sp ea k e r .®

The P o p u l i s t  d e b a t e  o v e r  how to  d e a l  w i th  D em ocra t ic  s i l 

v e r !  t e s  r e a c h e d  t h e  l e v e l  o f  a fo r m a l  newspaper  d e b a t e  i n  

J a n u a r y ,  1895, when Leo V in c en t  p u b l i s h e d  an open l e t t e r  

from f u s i o n i s t  S.  B« O b e r l a n d e r  e n t i t l e d  " S u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  

P o p u l i s t s . " V in c en t  had h e l d  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  l e t t e r  more 

t h a n  a  week b e f o r e  p r i n t i n g  i t .  He f i n a l l y  d e c id e d  t o  r e 

l e a s e  t h e  a d d r e s s  w i t h o u t  e d i t o r i a l  comment i n  hopes  of com

p l e t e l y  a i r i n g  t h e  p a r t y  s t r a t e g y  d e b a t e  b e f o r e  t h e  1896 

c o n v e n t i o n s .  ^

S .  B. O b e r l a n d e r  c o n ten d e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was n e i t h e r  l o g i c  

nor  p o l i t i c a l  s a g a c i t y  i n  t h e  m i n o r i t y  r u l e  o f  R e p u b l i c a n s  

when Democrats  and P o p u l i s t s  c o u ld  u n i t e  and s a f e g u a r d  t h e i r  

r i g h t s  t h r o u g h  e v i c t i n g  t h e  GOP from power.  P o l i t i c a l  p a r 

t i e s ,  he a s s e r t e d ,  " c a n n o t  s t a n d  t h e  s t r a i n  o f  p e r p e t u a l  de

f e a t . "  a l t h o u g h  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  upon which p a r t i e s  were 

ba sed  m igh t  be e t e r n a l ,  t o  s e c u r e  them i n  law,  he c l a i m e d ,  

r e g u i r e d  m a j o r i t i e s .  O b e r l a n d e r  co n ten d e d  t h a t  " e v e r y  r i g h t  

and l i b e r t y  everywhere  h a s  been founded on a c o n c e s s i o n  on 

t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  f o r c e s  t h a t  d e n i e d  t h e  r i g h t  o r  r e s t r a i n e d  

l i b e r t y . '  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  f o r c e s  which opposed  t h e  cen -

8 G u t h r i e  We e k l y  Oklahoma l e a d e r . 27 Ju n e  1895; Norman Guth
r i e  Oklahoma Re p r e s e n t a t i v e . 6 F e b ru a ry  S 30 J a n u a ry  1895
and Norman P e o p le s  Voice ,  1 June  1895.

* G u t h r i e  Ok lahoma E e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 16 J a n u a r y  1 8 9 6 .



253

t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  power had t o  l e a r n  from t h e i r  d e f e a t s .  The 

P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  "must  have  an i n n i n g , "  h e  c o n t e n d e d ,  i f  i t  

was t o  p e r p e t u a t e  i t s e l f . » ®

O b e r l a n d e r  n o t  o n ly  assumed t h a t  t h e  P o p u l i s t  and Democ

r a t i c  p a r t i e s  had s t a b i l i z e d  i n  s i z e ,  b u t  a l s o  t h a t  t h e r e  

was a  n a t u r a l  a f f i n i t y  be tween  them. D i s a s t e r  a t  t h e  p o l l s ,  

he  c o n t e n d e d ,  c o u ld  d e s t r o y  t h e  c o h e s i v e  power o f  t h e  Popu

l i s t  p a r t y  s i n c e  i t  was drawn from su ch  d i s c o r d a n t  e l e m e n t s  

i n  t h e  O klahoma T e r r i t o r y  a s  n o r t h e r n e r s  and s o u t h e r n e r s .  

The d i s a p p o i n t e d  might  t h e n  f i n d  i t  more r e w a r d in g  t o  a t t a c h  

t h e m s e l v e s  t o  a n o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  A l l  s h a d e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  

o p i n i o n  which "o p p o sed  t h e  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  power ,  c l a s s  

l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t h e  m o n a r c h i a l  t e n d e n c i e s  o f  p l u t o c r a c y  based  

upon w e a l t h  { s i c } ,  j e a l o u s  o f  t h e  growing  power o f  v a s t  c o r 

p o r a t i o n s ,  combines  and t r u s t s ,  and b e l i e v i n g  w i th  J e f f e r s o n  

' t h a t  a p r i v i l e g e d  c l a s s  i n  a r e p u b l i c a n  form o f  government 

i s  a d a n g e r o u s  c l a s s , ' "  he c o n t e n d e d ,  s h o u ld  be u n i t e d  

a g a i n s t  t h e  common enemy. He even went so  f a r  a s  t o  s u g g e s t  

t h a t  "Popu l ism  i s  Democracy i n t e n s i f i e d . "  Democrats  would 

make f r i e n d l y  a l l i e s ,  he ad d ed ,  i f  P o p u l i s t s  would o f f e r  t h e  

o l i v e  b ra n c h  and make j u s t  c o n c e s s i o n s .

O b e r l a n d e r  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  c o n c e s s i o n s  were n e c e s s a r y  f o r  

v i c t o r y .  B u t ,  " i n  u n i f i c a t i o n  t h e r e  i s  s t r e n g t h ,  t h e  r e 

s u l t ,  p o w e r . "  L a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  e g a l i t a r i a n s ,  he con

t e n d e d ,  had grown b a t t l e  s c a r r e d  and g r a y  i n  d e f e a t  d e f e n d 

»® I b i d .
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ing  t h e  e t e r n a l  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  P o p u l i sm .  He had w i t n e s s e d  

t h e  r i s e  and f a l l  o f  o t h e r  t h i r d  p a r t i e s ,  and was imbued 

w ith  t h e  c y c l i c a l  view o f  econom ic ,  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  de

ve lopm ent  i m p l i c i t  in  t h e  E n l i g h t e n m e n t - b a s e d  i d e o l o g y  of  

P o p u l i sm ,  t h e r e  was a s e n s e  o f  u rg e n c y  i n  O b e r l a n d e r * s  a r g u 

ment.  He f e a r e d  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  might m is s  t h e  o p p o r t u 

n i t y  t o  s u c c e e d  w h i l e  s o  c l o s e  t o  v i c t o r y . ^ '

I n  t h e  weeks f o l l o w i n g  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  O b e r l a n d e r * s  

a d d r e s s ,  Leo V i n c e n t  r e c e i v e d  numerous l e t t e r s ,  b o th  p ro  and 

con ,  on t h e  i t .  E. H. S p e n c e r ,  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  C o u n c i l o r  

from Payne County ,  w ro te  what V in c e n t  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be t h e  

most a b l e  r e f u t a t i o n  o f  O b e r l a n d e r * s  v ie w s .  V in c en t  pub

l i s h e d  S p e n c e r ' s  l e t t e r  i n  t h e  Ok l a h oma R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t h r e e  

weeks a f t e r  t h e  O b e r l a n d e r  a d d r e s s ,  a g a i n  w i t h o u t  e d i t o r i a l  

comment.

E. H. S p e n c e r  c o n te n d e d  t h a t  " f rom  t h e  v e r y  n a t u r e  o f  

t h i n g s  t h e  D e m o cra t i c  p a r t y  can  n e v e r  b e  a n a t u r a l  a l l y  o f  

t h e  P o p u l i s t s . "  A ccord ing  t o  S p e n c e r ,  t h e  D e m o cra t ic  p a r t y  

was a m achine  "whose m a s t e r - w h e e l  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  W ash in g to n ."  

I t  was s im p ly  a " c o u n t e r f e i t  p r e s e n t m e n t  o f  t h e  GOP." While 

t h e r e  was an a f f i n i t y  be tween t h e  "m a sse s  o f  Democracy" and 

P o p u l i sm ,  a s  t h e r e  was be tw een  t h e  r a n k  and f i l e  o f  t h e  Re

p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  and t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  movement, S p e n c e r  con

t e n d e d  t h a t  c o a l i t i o n  w i th  t h e  D em o cra t ic  p a r t y  was " a s  an-

»» I b i d .

G u t h r i e  O k l a hom Rep r e s e n t a t i v e .  6 F e b r u a r y  1 8 9 5 .
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t a g o n i s t i c  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  P o p u l i s m , ” a s  f u s i o n  w i th  

t h e  GOP. The D e m o cra t i c  and P o p u l i s t  p a r t i e s  were " u t t e r l y  

i n c o m p a t i b l e , ” S p e n c e r  c l a i m e d ,  and  he warned t h a t  t h e  f u 

s i o n  o f  two p a r t i e s  " a l w a y s  p r o v e s  t o  be t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  

l e a s t  v e n a l  o n e . ” I f  Oklahoma D emocrats  were s i n c e r e  i n  f a 

v o r i n g  m one ta ry  r e f o r m ,  he s t a t e d ,  " l e t  them p ro v e  t h e i r  

f a i t h  by t h e i r  works  and s e v e r  t h e i r  c o n n e c t i o n  w i th  t h e  o ld  

p a r t y . ” F o r  S p e n c e r ,  t h e r e  was hope and a s s u r a n c e  i n  t h e  

" u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  c l a s s e s  o f  a l l  p a r t i e s , "  bu t  

n o t  i n  f u s i o n .

& week a f t e r  S p e n c e r ’ s  a d d r e s s ,  Leo V in c e n t  f i n a l l y  p r o 

v i d e d  Oklahoma P o p u l i s t s  w i th  h i s  own v iews  on t h e  s u b j e c t  

o f  p a r t y  s t r a t e g y ,  which he d e f i n e d  a s  somewhere between t h e  

two p r e v i o u s l y  s t a t e d  e x t r e m e s .  He e x p r e s s e d  t h e  hope t h a t

h i s  s u g g e s t i o n s  would b r i d g e  t h e  gap be tw een  t h e  two s i d e s  

and meet w i t h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  b o t h .  To do s o  V in c e n t  ad

d r e s s e d  h i m s e l f  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  s i t u a t i o n . **

Leo V in c en t  c o n te n d e d  t h a t  t h e  common p e o p le  were f e d  up 

w i th  t h e  " c o r r u p t ,  r i n g - r i d d e n ,  decayed  r e l i c s  o f  a p a s t  

v i r t u e  and u s e f u l n e s s . "  On a l l  q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  Oklaho

ma v o t e r s ,  be c o n t e n d e d ,  t h e r e  were b u t  two s i d e s .  He, 

t h u s ,  wanted  t o  s e e  o n ly  two s i d e s  i n  t h e  campaign o f  1896. 

Those  d i s p o s e d  t o  q u i b b l e  t o o  much, he  s t a t e d ,  " w i l l  f i n d  

t h e  machine  R e p u b l i c a n s  a r e  i n  a g a i n . "  The GOP, he c o n t e n d -

I b i d .

*♦ I b i d .
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e d ,  " h o u s e s  n e a r l y  a l l  o f  t h e  i g n o r a n c e  and v i c e  i n  

Oklahoma."  V in c e n t  was c a r e f u l  t o  p ro c la im  t h a t  he was n o t  

a d v o c a t i n g  f u s i o n .  The a n t i - f u s i o n  law o f  t h e  1895 l e g i s l a 

t u r e  p r e c l u d e d  t h a t  anyway, he c l a i m e d .  He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  

r e f o r m e r s ,  however,  were t o o  s e n s i t i v e  a b o u t  t h e  word com

p ro m ise .  V in c e n t  r em inded  P o p u l i s t s  t h a t  " t h e  i n c e p t i o n  of 

t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  was a com prom ise ."  The P o p u l i s t  p a r t y  

was born  i n  Cowley County  when r e b e l l i n g  R e p u b l i c a n s ,  Democ

r a t i c  l e a d e r s  and t h e  Onion Labor  p a r t y  E x e c u t iv e  Committee 

compromised on a " P e o p l e ' s  C on v en t io n "  i n  1889. Such a com

b i n a t i o n  won i n  Cowley County  w hi le  t h r e e - w a y  r a c e s  e l s e 

where i n  K ansas  l e f t  t h e  GOP i n  c o n t r o l ,  he n o t e d .  V in cen t  

c l a im e d  t h a t  a s i m i l a r  c o n d i t i o n  e x i s t e d  i n  Oklahoma i n  

1896, he n o t e d ,  and added t h a t  "no  p r i n c i p l e s  were abandoned 

i n  Cowley C ounty"  i n  1889.*®

Leo V in c e n t  a g r e e d  w i th  E. H. S pencer  t h a t  O b e r l a n d e r ' s  

ap p ro ach  i m p l i e d  w ork ing  w i th  t h e  D em o cra t ic  m achine .  The 

machine ,  h e  c o n t e n d e d ,  "was  what  t h a t  p a r t y  and a l l  o t h e r s ,  

.  .  .  want t o  g e t  r i d  o f . "  He d id  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e r e  was a

n a t u r a l  a f f i n i t y  be tween  r a n k  and f i l e  D em o cra t ic  v o t e r s  and 

P o p u l i s t s .  Oklahoma D em ocra ts ,  he c l a i m e d ,  o n ly  " t h i n k  th e y  

a r e  D em ocra ts ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  n o t . " N i n e - t e n t h s  o f  them f a v o r  

f r e e  s i l v e r  and oppose  b a n k s - o f - i s s u e ,  he c o n t e n d e d .  The 

r e s t  o f  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  p l a n k s  were o n ly  " g u e s t i o n s  o f  po

l i c y  which s o c i a l  e v o l u t i o n  i s  s u r e  t o  d e v e lo p  i n t o  l a w . "

IS G u t h r i e  O k la h o m a  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , 13 F e b r u a r y  1 8 9 5 .
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Such n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s ,  he c o n te n d e d ,  s h o u ld  n o t  a f f e c t  

Oklahomans t o  a d e g r e e  t h a t  t h e y  would " o b s c u r e  o u r  l o c a l  

e v i l s . " P r o d u c e r s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  p a r t y ,  opposed  " h ig h  t a x 

e s ,  i n f a m o u s ly  c o r r u p t  o f f i c i a l s  and  t h e  c r e d i t  w re ck in g ,  

w a r r a n t  s c a l p i n g  f r a t e r n i t y , "  V incen t  c h a r g e d .  I n  t h e  name 

o f  t h e i r  common i n t e r e s t s ,  t h e  P o p u l i s t  ch a i rm an  a s k e d  De

m o cra t s  to  e i t h e r  come o v e r  t o  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  a t  once ,  

o r  move i n t o  t h e  S i l v e r  p a r t y  and  h e lp  p u t  o u t  a p l a t f o r m  a t  

S t .  Louis  [where bo th  t h e  P o p u l i s t  and S i l v e r  p a r t i e s  were 

s c h e d u le d  t o  meet s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  i n  J u l y ) ,  "which we can  a l l  

s t a n d  o n . "  With t h e  same u rg en cy  found i n  O b e r l a n d e r * s  l e t 

t e r ,  V in c e n t  t o l d  b o th  Democrats  and  P o p u l i s t s  t h a t  " o u r  

p r i n c i p l e s  a r e  o f  no a v a i l  w i t h o u t  t h e  o f f i c e s  th r o u g h  which 

t o  e n a c t  them i n t o  l a w ." * *

V incen t  a p p a r e n t l y  saw t h e  S i l v e r  p a r t y  a s  a w a y - s t a t i o n  

on t h e  r o a d  to  Popu l i sm  f o r  Democrats  f e d  up w i th  C le v e l a n d  

and Renfrow. I f  t h e  D em ocra t ic  p a r t y  had n o t  e n d o r s e d  f r e e  

s i l v e r  and nomina ted  W il l iam  J e n n i n g s  Bryan a t  t h e  Chicago

c o n v en t io n  o f  1896, V i n c e n t ' s  open l e t t e r  might h a v e  been

c o n s id e r e d  s im p ly  a b e t t e r  s t a t e d  v e r s i o n  of  S p e n c e r ' s .

*« I b i d .  I g n a t i u s  Donne l ly  pu t  f o r t h  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  Popu
l i s t s  s h o u l d  meet a t  t h e  same t im e  a s  t h e  S i l v e r  p a r t y ,  
a d o p t  a p l a t f o r m  and t h e n  have  a c o n f e r e n c e  com m it tee  
meet w i th  s i l v e r i t e s  and choose  a p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e .  
The N a t i o n a l  Reform P r e s s  A s s o c i a t i o n  met i n  J a n u a r y ,  
1896, and p u t  o u t  a r e s o l u t i o n  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  
p a r t y  t o  h o ld  i t s  n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  o t h e r  
p a r t i e s  in  o r d e r  t o  p ic k  up s i l v e r i t e  r e n e g a d e s  and 
adop ted  D o n n e l l y ' s  p l a n  f o r  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  r e fo rm  e l e 
m en ts .  G u t h r i e  Okl ahoma Repr e s e n t a t i v e ,  5 December 1895 
and 16 J a n u a r y  1896.
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N e i t h e r  b rooked  f u s i o n .  Both men wished t o  r e c r u i t  t h e  

D em ocra t ic  r a n k  and f i l e  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  paurty. But t h e  s e n s e  

o f  u rgency  found i n  O b e r l a n d e r * s  a d d r e s s  was a l s o  p r e s e n t  i n  

V i n c e n t ' s .  T h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  v i c t o r y  must come i n  1896 was 

w id esp read  i n  t h e  P o p u l i s t  movement i n  t h e  m id -1890s .  As 

one Oklahoma P o p u l i s t  p u t  i t  " a lm o s t  e v e r y  l e a d e r  i n  re fo rm  

f a v o r s  t h e  m u s t e r i n g  o f  a l l  r e f o r m  f o r c e s  b e f o r e  i t  i s  t o o  

l a t e . "  Such an a t t i t u d e  opened  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  making 

compromises  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  h e l p  o f  D e m o c r a t s . *^

The d e b a t e  o v e r  t r im m ing  t h e  Omaha p l a t f o r m  t o  p i c k  up 

s u p p o r t ,  and how P o p u l i s t s  s h o u ld  d e a l  w i th  D em ocra ts ,  con

t i n u e d  i n  Oklahoma P o p u l i s t  r a n k s  u n t i l  th e  n a t i o n a l  conven 

t i o n s  o f  t h e  two p a r t i e s  i n  J u l y ,  1896. Even C la rk  Hudson 

o f  t h e  Oklahoma C i t y  Okl a homa Champi o n ,  t h e  most c o n s e r v a 

t i v e  o f  t h e  major  t h i r d  p a r t y  e d i t o r s ,  b e l i e v e d  "amalgama

t i o n  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t s  and t h e  d i s a f f e c t e d  f r e e  s i l v e r  e l e 

ments  o f  t h e  o l d  p a r t i e s  .  .  .  [could}  be done w i t h o u t  th e

s a c r i f i c e  o f  a s i n g l e  p r i n c i p l e  o r  f o r f e i t u r e  o f  name o r  o r 

g a n i z a t i o n . "  Hudson d i d  b e l i e v e ,  however ,  t h a t  i t  was wise  

t o  d rop  t h e  s u b t r e a s u r y  p l a n ,  which he c o n s i d e r e d  e x t r a n e 

ou s ,  from t h e  Omaha p l a t f o r m .  He d id  n o t ,  however ,  a d v o c a t e  

s t r i p p i n g  t h e  p l a t f o r m  t o  a s i n g l e  p l a n k .  Hudson d id  con 

t e n d  t h a t  t h i s  was what t h e  R ep u b l i c a n  p a r t y  had done i n

G u t h r i e  Oklahoma Repr e s e n t a t i v e . 16 J a n u a r y ,  6 6 13 Fe
b r u a r y  and 7 May 1896. The l a s t  g u o t e  was from M i le s  Al
l e n ,  a v e t e r a n  o f  t h e  Greenback and Union Labor p a r t i e s ,  
who f e a r e d  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  might  go t h e  way o f  i t s  
p r e d e c e s s o r s .  He was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  1897 l e g i s l a t u r e  on 
t h e  f u s i o n  t i c k e t .
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1860 t o  w in .  E- H. S p e n c e r  q u i c k l y  c o u n t e r e d  t h a t  t h e  Re

p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  p l a t f o r m s  o f  1856 and 1860 had n i n e  and s e v 

e n t e e n  p l a n k s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  F o r  S p e n c e r ,  t r y i n g  t o  " sm oth 

e r  t h e  Omaha p l a t f o r m ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  f r e e  c o i n a g e  p l a n k ,  

would be  s u i c i d a l , "  h e  c l a i m e d .  Such a m e a s u r e ,  he b e 

l i e v e d ,  would a l i e n a t e  t h o u s a n d s  from P o p u l i s m .* "

The i d e a  o f  d r o p p i n g  c e r t a i n  p l a n k s  from t h e  Omaha p l a t 

form was n o t  t h e  p a n a c e a  o f  o n l y  t h e  r i g h t  wing o f  t h e  Peo

p l e ' s  p a r t y .  Ralph  B ra y ,  a  l a b o r  l e a d e r  b e f o r e  coming t o  

Oklahoma and a v o c a l  Bel lamy N a t i o n a l i s t ,  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  

s u b t r e a s u c y  s y s te m  was n o t  e s s e n t i a l .  I f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  f i 

n a n c i a l  r e f o r m s  were e n a c t e d  i n t o  l a w ,  he c l a i m e d ,  " e v e r y  

f a r m e r ' s  c o r n  c r i b  and wheat  b i n  would be h i s  s u b t r e a s u r y . "  

Bray c e a s e d  p u b l i s h i n g  t h e  Omaha p l a t f o r m  i n  h i s  p a p e r  i n  

A p r i l ,  189 6,  a l t h o u g h  h i s  e n d o rsem e n t  o f  a n a t i o n  c o n s t i t u t 

ed  on t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  Bel lamy n a t i o n a l i s m  re m a in e d .  N. S. 

Mounts,  e d i t o r  of  t h e  P o p u l i s t  Tecumseh L e a d e r , a l s o  advo

c a t e d  d ro p p in g  p l a n k s  f rom t h e  Omaha p l a t f o r m  " t h a t  t h e  Am

e r i c a n  p e o p l e  w i l l  n o t  a t  t h i s  t im e  g i v e  s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a 

t i o n . "  Such a t r im m in g  o f  t h e  p l a t f o r m  was n o t  f o r  t h e  

p u r p o s e  of  f u s i o n ,  which he  o p p o sed ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t o  h e l p  r e 

c r u i t  c o n v e r t s  t o  P o p u l i s m .  N e i t h e r  B ray ,  Hudson,  n o r  

Mounts,  however ,  a d v o c a t e d  a s i n g l e  p l a n k  p l a t f o r m  f o r  

1 8 9 6 . 1 9

1" Oklahoma C i t y  O k lahoma Champi o n i n  G u t h r i e  Oklahoma He- 
pr e s e n t a t i v e ,  27 F e b r u a r y  1896 and G u t h r i e  Oklahoma He- 
pr e s e n t a t i v e .  26 March 1896.
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A lthough  most Oklahoma Democrats  f a v o r e d  f r e e  s i l v e r  b e 

f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  1894, and J o se p h  i i s b y ,  t h e  D em ocra t ic  

nominee f o r  d e l e g a t e  t o  C o n g r e s s ,  was an e x p o n en t  o f  t h e  

w h i te  m e t a l ,  many o f  t h e  p a r t y ' s  l e a d e r s  b ro k e  w i th  t h e  

C l e v e l a n d  and Benfrow a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  o n l y  i n  1895. The De

m o c r a t i c  p a r t y ' s  weak showing i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  1894 p r o b a 

b ly  a c c o u n t s  f o r  many o f  t h e s e  c o n v e r s i o n s .  Roy Hoffman, 

t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  G u t h r i e  Oklahoma Rea d e r , r e s i g n e d  a s  Gov

e r n o r  R e n f r e w ' s  p e r s o n a l  s e c r e t a r y  on t h e  e v e  o f  t h e  1894 

e l e c t i o n -  In  May, 1895, he t u r n e d  h i s  p a p e r  i n t o  a f u l l  

f l e d g e d  f r e e  s i l v e r  s h e e t .  His  a n i m o s i t y  toward  Hisby f o r

h i s  a t t a c k s  on o f f i c e  h o l d i n g  D em ocra ts ,  however ,  r e m a in e d .  

S u b s c r i b e r s  t o  t h e  D e m o cra t ic  Alva Chr o n i c l e ,  c o u ld  a l s o  g e t  

a f r e e  copy o f  C o i n ' s  Fi n a n c i a l  S c h o o l  b e g i n n i n g  i n  May. 

Such c o n v e r s i o n s  l e d  t o  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  s i l v e r  c r u s a d e  

had c a p t u r e d  t h e  D e m o cr a t i c  p a r t y  by n id -1 8 9 5 -* o

The J u n e ,  1895, S i l v e r  c o n v e n t i o n  i n  Oklahoma C i t y  p roved 

t o  be  a b ig  s u c c e s s  f o r  t h e  D e m o cra t ic  p a r t y .  W i l l i am  J e n 

n i n g s  Bryan ,  who a l s o  spoke  a t  E n id ,  G u t h r i e  and P u r c e l l  on 

h i s  swing th r o u g h  t h e  r e g i o n ,  mesmerized h i s  a u d i e n c e  w i th  a 

t h r e e  and a  h a l f  h o u r  h a ra n g u e  a t  S m i t h ' s  Grove,  on t h e

19 Enid  Coming Ev e n t s .  11 Ju n e  6 2 A p r i l  1896 and Tecumseh
L ead e r  i n  G u t h r i e  Oklahoma R e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  5 March 1896-

*0 N orbe r t  R« Mahnken, "Bryan C o u n t ry "  i n  P a u l  W- Glad 
( e d . ) ,  W i l l i am  J e n n i n g s  Bryan:  A P r o f i l e  (New York: H i l l
& Hang, 1 9 6 8 ) ,  pp- 136-37 ;  James F.  Morgan, "W i l l iam  Cary 
Renfrow, Governor o f  Oklahoma, 1 8 9 3 -1 8 9 7 ,"  Ch r o n i c l e s  o f  
Oklahoma 53 , no- 1 ( S p r i n g ,  1975) ;  50 ;  Alva C h r o n i c l e ,  3 
G 10 May 1895 and G u t h r i e  Weekly Oklahoma L e a d e r ,  16 May
1895.
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o u t s k i r t s  o f  Oklahoma C i t y .  E s t i m a t e s  o f  t h e  s i z e  of  h i s  

a u d ie n c e  r a n g e d  from 1,500 t o  3 ,0 0 0 .  Although John A l l a n ,  

f o r  t h e  P o p u l i s t s ,  and A. J .  S eay ,  f o r  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s ,  

warned t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  p a r t y  members t o  s t a y  away, men from 

a l l  p a r t i e s  a t t e n d e d .  Oklahoma C i t y  R ep u b l ica n  C. 6.  

J o n e s ,  a member o f  t h e  f i r s t  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  p r e s i d e d  o v e r  th e  

m eet ing  when f e l l o w  R e p u b l i c a n  J .  N. Harvey, Oklahoma*s 

f i r s t  d e l e g a t e  t o  C o n g re ss  s u d d e n ly  d i s a p p e a r e d . 2 1  To warm 

up t h e  a u d i e n c e ,  S idney  C l a r k e ,  t h e  o l d  Boomer l e a d e r ,  p r e 

ceded  Bryan w i th  a sp ee c h  o f  h i s  own. Bryan spoke  a g a i n  a t  

t h e  Opera  house  t h a t  e v e n i n g ,  when t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  

B i m e t a l l i c  League was fo u n d ed .  Democrats  S idney  C la r k e  and

Mort B i x l e r  were e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  and  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t .  Po

p u l i s t s  Asa J o n e s  and Leo V incen t  became t h e  o r d e r ' s  s e c r e 

t a r y  and a s s i s t a n t  s e c r e t a r y .

e s p i t e  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  em phas ize  t h e  m e e t i n g ' s  n o n p a r t i s a n  

n a t u r e ,  i t  was an ove rw he lm ing ly  D em o cra t ic  a f f a i r . * *

D em o cra t ic  spokesmen,  e s p e c i a l l y  where s o u t h e r n e r s  were 

in  t h e  m a j o r i t y ,  used t h e  Oklahoma C i t y  B i m e t a l l i c  Conven

t i o n  t o  wean s u p p o r t  away from t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y .  Mort

*:  Harvey l a t e r  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  h i s  w i f e  was s u d d e n ly  t a k en  
i l l .

2 2  Oklahoma C i t y  D a i l y  T i m e s - J o u r n a l , 26 Ju n e  1896; G u th r i e  
We e k l y  Oklahoma Lead e r , 27 June  1396 and Norman S t a t e  De
mocr a t ,  29 June  1896. D em ocra t ic  p a p e r s  such  a s  t h e  Ok
lahoma C i ty  D a i l y Ok l a h oman and Norman S t a t e  Democrat ,  
n o t a b l y  f a i l e d  t o  men t ion  V i n c e n t ' s  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  which 
seemed r a t h e r  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n s i d e r i n g  he was t h e  c h a i r 
man o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ' s  l a r g e s t  f r e e  s i l v e r  p a r t y -  Okla 
homa C i t y  Da i ly  Oklahman, 26 June  1896; Norman S t a t e  De
mocr a t ,  29 June  1896 and Norman T r a n s c r i p t ,  28 June  1896.
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B i x l e r ,  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Norman S t a t e  Demo c r a t , c h a r g e d  t h a t  

P o p u l i s t s  p la y e d  i n t o  t h e  hands  o f  g o ld  s t a n d a r d  f o r c e s  when 

th e y  r e f u s e d  t o  u n i t e  w i th  D em ocra ts .  P o p u l i s t s ,  he added ,  

on ly  " p r e t e n d e d  to  be  f o r  f r e e  s i l v e r ,  b u t  d o n ' t  want i t  ex

c e p t  by t h e  g r a c e  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y . "  P o p u l i s t  f a i l u r e  

t o  j o i n  t h e  B i m e t a l l i c  L eague ,  t h e  e d i t o r  c l a i m e d ,  was e v i 

dence  th ey  were i n s i n c e r e  i n  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  w h i t e  me

t a l .  J .  C. T o u s l e y ,  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  E l  Reno I n d u s t r i a l  Head

l i g h t ,  denounced t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  a s  o n ly  a f r a u d  t o  g e t  t h e  

D em ocra t ic  p a r t y  " r i g h t  on t h e  s i l v e r  q u e s t i o n . "  R e l a t i o n s  

between D em ocra t ic  and P o p u l i s t  l e a d e r s ,  how ever ,  were warm

e r  where n o r t h e r n e r s  d o m in a ted .  Ralph  Bray ,  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  

Enid Coming E v e n t s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  

f o r m a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  n o n - p a r t i s a n  s i l v e r  c l u b s  i n  G a r f i e l d  

C o u n ty .23

U n i te d  S t a t e s  M arsh a l  P a t r i c k  Nagle  p u t  f o r t h  t h e  go ldbug 

v e r s i o n  of t h e  D em o cra t ic  p a r t y ' s  c o u r s e  i n  t h e  Oklahoma 

T e r r i t o r y .  A l th o u g h  he c l a i m e d  t o  sp eak  o n ly  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  

f r e e  s i l v e r  D em ocra ts  and P o p u l i s t s  b e l i e v e d  h e  spoke  f o r  

t h e  t e r r i t o r y ' s  D e m o c r a t i c  o f f i c e - h o l d i n g  c l i q u e .  Nagle 

p roc la im ed  h i s  l o y a l t y  t o  " sound  money" and a s s e r t e d  t h a t  

P r e s i d e n t  C l e v e l a n d  had n e v e r  m is le d  t h e  p e o p le  on t h e  money 

q u e s t i o n .  F ree  s i l v e r ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  was no more than  

"a  g i g a n t i c  scheme o f  r e p u d i a t i o n , "  he  c h a r g e d .  The f e d e r a l

23 Norman S t a t e  Democra t .  19 Ju n e  8 3 J u l y  1896; El Reno I n -  
â a s t r i a l “ e e â d l i g h t 7 ~ ' ' 2 0  Ju n e  1896 and Enid  Coming l î Ê & Ü f  
8 August  1896.



263

o f f i c e  h o l d e r  warned t h a t  t h o s e  who promoted a f i g h t  o f  t h e  

West and S o u th  a g a i n s t  t h e  E a s t  s h o u ld  remember t h e  l e s s o n s  

o f  ippom a tox .  The D em o cra t ic  p a r t y  c o u ld  n o t  win w i th  a 

s i l v e r i t e  a t  i t s  h e ad ,  be c h a r g e d .  The r e a l  p u r p o s e  of  f u -  

s i o n i s t s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  N a g le ,  was * to  s a c r i f i c e  t h e  n a t i o n a l  

Democracy f o r  t h e  l o c a l  o f f i c e , " * *

Nagle  s a v e d  h i s  most venomous re m a rk s  f o r  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  

p a r t y .  A cco rd in g  t o  t h e  D em ocra t ic  m a r s h a l ,  t h e  P o p u l i s t  

p a r t y  was " t h e  S i b e r i a  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y . "  The pas 

s i o n s  t h a t  i n s p i r e d  P o p u l i sm ,  he c h a r g e d ,  were t h e  same as  

t h o s e  which " i n f l a m e d  t h e  mind o f  Mirabeau and n e rv e d  t h e  

hand o f  D a n t o n . "  Nagle  c h a r g e d  P o p u l i s t s  w i th  f o s t e r i n g  

c l a s s  c o n f l i c t .  They were p a r t i c u l a r l y  p r e j u d i c e d  toward  

l a w y e r s ,  who he c la i m e d  were among t h e  c l a s s  "which b r i n g  

a b o u t  p e a c e f u l  r e f o r m . " A ccord ing  to  P a t  Nagle ,  " t h e  f i e l d ,  

workshop and t h e  s t r e e t s  a r e  t h e  home o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n . " * s  

I n  t h e  e y e s  o f  P a t r i c k  Nagle  t h e r e  was no f u n d a m e n ta l  

d i f f e r e n c e  be tw een  f r e e  s i l v e r  Democrats  and P o p u l i s t s .  

Those  who c o u l d  a c c e p t  f r e e  s i l v e r ,  h e  c h a r g e d ,  "can  a c c e p t  

t h e  o t h e r  t e n e t s  o f  P o p u l i s m . "  Nagle  c l a i m e d  t h a t  " t h e  s o -  

c a l l e d  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  i s  r o t t e n  w i th  s o c i a l i s m , "  and t h a t  

Oklahoma Dem ocra ts  were becoming " r o t t e n  w i th  P o p u l i s m ."  

Nagle  had no i l l u s i o n s ,  however,  a b o u t  t h e  r e l a t i v e  

s t r e n g t h s  o f  f r e e  s i l v e r  and g o ld  f o r c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  t e r r i t o -

2* G u th r i e  Weekly Oklahoma L e a d e r ,  28 May 1896. 

25 I b i d .
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r y ’ s  D e m o c r a t i c  p a r t y .  H is  p o s i t i o n  was i n  t h e  m i n o r i t y ,  

and becoming moreso  e v e r y  d a y .  Both t h e  D em o cra t ic  p a r t y ' s  

m i n o r i t y  s t a t u s  and t h e  e v e n t s  o f  1896 pushed Democrats  t o 

ward t h e  P o p u l i s t s . 2*

S e n s in g  t h a t  1896 would be a d i f f i c u l t  y e a r  f o r  t h e  GOP

in  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ,  S e p u b i i c a a s  h e l d  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i 

a l  c o n v e n t i o n  e a r l y  t o  g e t  t h e  jump on t h e  o p p o s i t i o n .  The 

GOP c o n v e n t i o n ,  which unan im o u s ly  r e n o m in a te d  Dennis  F lynn  

f o r  d e l e g a t e  t o  C o n g r e s s ,  was e n t h u s i a s t i c  and h a rm o n io u s .  

The p l a t f o r m  renewed Oklahoma R e p u b l i c a n s '  commitment t o  t h e  

" p a r t y  o f  p r o g r e s s  and p r o s p e r i t y , "  and a d v o c a t e d  p r o t e c 

t i o n ,  r e c i p r o c i t y  and b i m e t a l l i s m .  As in  1894, R e p u b l i c a n s  

a d v o c a t e d  t h e  u n l i m i t e d  c o i n a g e  o f  American s i l v e r  o n l y .  On 

t e r r i t o r i a l  m a t t e r s  t h e  GOP p l a t f o r m  e n d o r s e d  t h e  Fegan Fee 

and S a l a r y  Act o f  1895, c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  D em ocra t ic  Supreme

C o u r t  f o r  s t r i k i n g  down t h e  r e d u c t i o n  i n  d i s t r i c t  c l e r k ' s

s a l a r i e s  and denounced  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  Board o f  E q u a l i z a t i o n  

f o r  " p l a c i n g  a r a i s e d  and f i c t i t i o u s  v a l u a t i o n  on a l l  p ro p 

e r t y  i n  1895,  e x c e p t  r a i l r o a d  p r o p e r t y . "  A week l a t e r  Re

p u b l i c a n s  met i n  Oklahoma C i t y  t o  c h o se  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  GOP 

n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n .  The c o n v e n t i o n  c h o se  an u n i n s t r u c t e d  

d e l e g a t i o n  w i t h  Henry Asp, G e n e r a l  C o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  S a n ta  Fe ,  

and John I .  D i l l e ,  G e n e r a l  C o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  Bock I s l a n d ,  a t  

i t s  h e a d .  A cco rd in g  t o  one  P o p u l i s t  p a p e r  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  

p a r t y  was " t r u e  t o  i t s  m a s t e r s  . . .  {having} ch o sen  a s

2» I b i d .
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t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s i x  r a i l r o a d  t o o l s . " z ?

The GOP*s a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  c o r p o r a t e  i n t e r e s t s ,  weakness  

on t h e  s i l v e r  i s s u e  and t h e  r i s e  o f  W il l iam  McKinley,  who 

Oklahomans a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  a  h ig h  p r o t e c t i v e  t a r i f f ,  s e r v e d  

t o  m o b i l i z e  a n t i - R e p u b l i c a n  s e n t i m e n t s  and promote  a combi

n a t i o n  o f  a l l  r e fo rm  f o r c e s .  N e g a t i v e  r e f e r e n c e  g ro u p s  com

mon t o  s i l v e r  D emocrats  and  P o p u l i s t s  had been p ro m in en t  

s i n c e  1895. C h arg es  o f  b a n k e r s '  c o n s p i r a c i e s  t o  m a n ip u la t e  

t h e  p o l i t i c a l  sy s tem  f i l l e d  t h e  pages  o f  re fo rm  p a p e r s ,  a d 

d in g  t o  t h e  s e n s e  o f  u rg e n c y  p e r v a d i n g  a n t i - R e p u b l i c a n  f o r c 

e s .  R e c o g n iz in g  t h e  g rowing  im p o r t a n c e  o f  f r e e  s i l v e r .  Re

p u b l i c a n s  t r i e d  t o  s t r a d d l e  t h e  i s s u e .  I n  Oklahoma Coun ty ,  

R e p u b l i c a n s  e n d o r s e d  " b i m e t a l l i s m  a t  a r a t i o  f i x e d  by l a w . "  

John A l lan  n o te d  t h a t  C l e v e l a n d ,  C a r l i s l e  and R o t h s c h i l d  d id  

a l s o .  A l l a n  added t h a t  McKinley had w r i t t e n  t h e  Oklahoma 

R ep u b l i c a n  p l a n k  on  f i n a n c e  which Frank G reer  had i n t r o d u c e d  

a t  t h e  GOP's t e r r i t o r i a l  c o n v e n t i o n . * «

A cco rd in g  t o  r e fo rm  p r e s s  r e p r i n t s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  Oklaho

m a ' s  P o p u l i s t  p a p e r s ,  McKinley was "owned, body and s o u l ,  by 

Wal l  S t r e e t . "  Hot on ly  was he a g o ld b u g ,  b u t  he was a l s o  

t h e  e x p o n e n t  o f  a t a r i f f  h ig h  enough " t o  p r o t e c t  e a s t e r n  ma

n u f a c t u r e r s  a g a i n s t  a l l  c o m p e t i t i o n . "  When McKinley r e 

c e i v e d  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  n o m in a t io n  f o r  p r e s i d e n t  i n  J u n e ,  Ok-

ZT I b i d .  and En id  Coming E v e n t s . 2 A p r i l  1896.

z« E l  Reno I n d u s t r i a l  He a d l i g h t . 29 March 1895; Norman Peo
pl e s  Voice ,  19 J u l y  1895 8 28 March 1896; G u t h r i e  Ok l a h o 
ma Repre s e n t a t i v e  , 27 F e b r u a r y  1896 and Norman P e o p l e s
Vo i c e . 3 A p r i l  1896.
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lahoma B ep u b l l c a n  spokesmen c o u l d  do l i t t l e  more th a n  c l a i m  

t h a t  ” a p r o p e r  a d j u s t m e n t  o f  t h e  t a r i f f  w i l l  c u r e  most of  

th e  e x i s t i n g  i l l s , "  and c la im ed  t h a t  f r e e  homes and s t a t e 

hood were  more i m p o r t a n t .  Accord ing  t o  a  r e p r i n t  i n  t h e  De

m o c r a t i c  Alva P io n e e r ,  t h e  c h o i c e  i n  1896 would be between 

"Bland and t h e  m a s s e s , "  and "McKinley and  t h e  c l a s s e s . "  Leo 

V in c en t  c l a im ed  t h a t  i f  he had p u b l i s h e d  a l l  o f  t h e  l e t t e r s  

he had r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  wake o f  M cK in ley ' s  n o m i n a t i o n ,  t h e  

Oklahoma R e p r e s e n t a t i ve would have  been  t h r e e  t i m e s  a s  

l a r g e - 2’

The R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y ' s  p o s i t i o n  on n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s  h u r t  

t h e  GOP in  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .  The GOP's m a n i p u l a t i v e  

s t y l e  s e r v e d  t o  push Democrats  and P o p u l i s t s  t o g e t h e r .  

House B i l l  no.  1 i n  t h e  1895 l e g i s l a t u r e  p ro v id e d  f o r  r e 

s t o r i n g  t h e  r e c o r d s  of  Payne County ,  which were d e s t r o y e d  in  

a J a n u a r y ,  1895, c o u r t h o u s e  f i r e .  The c o n f l a g r a t i o n  f u e l e d  

e x i s t i n g  c h a r g e s  t h a t  t h e  o u tg o in g  R e p u b l i c a n  o f f i c e  h o l d e r s  

f e a r e d  a P o p u l i s t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  o f f i c i a l  r e 

c o r d s .  I n  o r d e r  n o t  t o  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  anyone .  P o p u l i s t s  

c h a rg ed  t h e  GOP f i r e b u g s  d i d  sav e  t h e  r e a l  e s t a t e  mortgage 

r e c o r d s ,  t h e  m a r r i a g e  r e c o r d s  and a few c o u r t  d o c k e t s .  A l l  

r e c o r d s  hav ing  a n y t h i n g  t o  do w i th  c o u n t y  w a r r a n t s ,  however .

29 S i l v e r  Knight  i n  t h e  Norman Peopl e s  V o ice , 22 May 1896; 
Alva~Rep u b l i c a n , 26 June  1896; Âïva P i o n e e r  3 J u l y  1896
and G u t h r i e  Oklahoma Re p r e s e n t a t i ve .  30 J u l y  1896. Most 
Oklahoma Democrats  f a v o r e d  R ich a rd  " S i l v e r  Dick" Bland o f  
M is s o u r i  f o r  t h e  D em ocra t ic  p r e s i d e n t i a l  n o m in a t io n  in  
1896.
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were b u r n e d . ’ o

R e p u b l i c a n s  a l s o  had t h e  c h a r g e  o f  g e r ry m a n d e r in g  t h e  Ok

lahoma l é g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s  h a n g in g  o v e r  t h e i r  h e a d s  i n  

1896, P o p u l i s t s  f i g u r e d  t h a t  w i th  t h e i r  1894 v o t e  th e y  

c o u ld  c a r r y  o n ly  t h r e e  h o u se  and one C o u n c i l  s e a t s  w i th  t h e  

new a p p o r t i o n m e n t .  House D i s t r i c t  no .  18, i n  Logan County ,  

was shaped l i k e  a back w ard s  "h"  and an  "L" l y i n g  on i t s  

s i d e ,  w i th  t h e  two s e c t i o n s  c o n n e c t i n g  o n ly  a t  an  im a g in a ry  

p o i n t  where  two to w n s h ip s  to u c h e d  a t  t h e i r  c o r n e r s .  Three  

to w n s h ip s  away from t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  which had r e t u r n e d  s t r o n g  

P o p u l i s t  p o l l s  in  1894, were added  t o  G u t h r i e  t o  make up 

House D i s t r i c t  no.  1 7 . D i s t r i c t  no.  18 s u r r o u n d e d  i t  on 

t h r e e  s i d e s .  The r e m a in in g  h i n t e r l a n d  s e c t i o n s  o f  Logan 

County were  s p l i t  up i n t o  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  d i s t r i c t s .  I n  

G a r f i e l d  County ,  Enid  and North  E n id ,  which were o n ly  t h r e e  

m i l e s  a p a r t ,  were  p la c e d  i n t o  two s e p a r a t e  d i s t r i c t s  i n  

hopes  u r b a n i t e s  c o u ld  o u t - p o l l  h i n t e r l a n d  v o t e r s  i n  b o t h . 3% 

Roods County ,  t h e  o n l y  c o u n ty  i n  t h e  Cherokee  O u t l e t  t o  go 

P o p u l i s t  i n  1894, was d i v i d e d  up i n t o  s i x  House and t h r e e  

C o u n c i l  d i s t r i c t s .  The o n ly  d i s t r i c t  e n t i r e l y  w i t h i n  t h e  

b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  c o u n t y ,  however ,  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  e n t i r e  ex

t e n t  o f  t h e  S a n ta  Fe r a i l r o a d  th ro u g h  t h e  c o u n t y .  Two town-

30 S t i l l w a t e r  Payne County  P o p u l i s t . 4 J a n u a r y  1895.

31 Two o f  t h e  t o w n s h ip s  had r e t u r n e d  P o p u l i s t  m a j o r i t i e s  i n  
t h e  t h r e e  way r a c e .

32 Enid was t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ' s  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  c i t y  i n
1896.
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s h i p s  had t h e  bad f o r t u n e  t o  be c o m p l e t e l y  e x c l u d e d  from t h e  

1896 a p p o r t i o n m e n t ,  and t h u s  t h e i r  v o t e r s  were d i s f r a n 

c h i s e d . 33 The more Democra ts  and P o p u l i s t s  c o n s i d e r e d  th e  

a p p o r t i o n m e n t ,  t h e  more t h e y  saw c o o p e r a t i o n  a s  t h e  o n ly  way 

t o  d e f e a t  i t . 3*

A l though  t h e  B e p u b l i c a n  g e r ry m a n d e r  was a v i t a l  i s s u e  i n  

1896,  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t a x a t i o n  emerged a s  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  

i s s u e  o f  1896 i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .  More t h a n  any o t h 

e r  i s s u e  i t  s e r v e d  t o  push  s i l v e r  Democra ts  and  P o p u l i s t s  

i n t o  c o m b in a t io n  i n  1896. As t h e  p a r t y  o f  s m a l l  g o ve rnm en t ,  

t h e  Democracy had a  lo n g  t r a d i t i o n  o f  r e t r e n c h m e n t  i n  p u b l i c  

a f f a i r s .  P o p u l i s t s  opposed  h igh  t a x e s  f o r  two r e a s o n s ;  most 

Oklahomans were q u i t e  po o r  and t h e  r e v e n u e  seemed t o  go 

m os t ly  to w a rd  p a y in g  what  t h e y  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be  t h e  e x h o r b i -  

t a n t  s a l a r i e s  o f  O k la h o m a 's  o f f i c e  h o l d i n g  e l i t e . 3 s

Because  c o u n t y  c o m m is s io n e r s  i n  s e v e r a l  Oklahoma l o c a l i 

t i e s  had i s s u e d  w a r r a n t s  i n  e x c e s s  o f  t h e  l e g a l  p e r c e n t a g e  

o f  t a x  a s s e s s m e n t s ,  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  Board  o f  E q u a l i z a t i o n ,  

i n  e s s e n c e ,  d o u b le d  O k lah o m a 's  t a x  v a l u a t i o n s  i n  1895.  The

33 The two to w n s h i p s  were  Hickory  i n  Gremt County  and Cedar  
V a l l e y  i n  B l a i n e  Coun ty .

3* G u t h r i e  Oklahoma Hen r e s e n t a t i v e .  5 December 1895; Norman 
P e o p l es  V o i c e , 21 Ï  14 August  Ï 8 9 6 ;  G u t h r i e  Beek lv  Okla-  
homa S t a t ë c a p i t a l ,  12 November 1894; Enid  Coming E v e n t s ,  
6 August 1896% C h a n d l e r  Pub l i c i s t ,  24 J u l y  1896 and 
S t i l l w a t e r  Payne County  Popul i s t  i n  t h e  G u t h r i e  Oklahoma 
E ë E r e s e n t a t ï ÿ e ,  27"August  1896-

35 A t h i r d  r e a s o n ,  t a x e s  b e in g  m os t ly  on fa rm  l a n d ,  was im
p o r t a n t  t o  t h o s e  who had  r e c e i v e d  t i t l e  t o  t h e i r  home
s t e a d s .  These  p e o p le  were a lm o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  l o c a t e d  i n  
t h e  O n a ss ig n e d  Lands d i s t r i c t  f o  t h e  t e r r i t o r y .
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B o ard ’ s  p u rp o se  was t o  s a v e  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ' s  c r e d i t  t h r o u g h  

l e g a l i z i n g  th e  e x c e s s  w a r r a n t s .  A l th o u g h  a D e m o cra t ic  Board 

o f  E q u a l i z a t i o n  r a i s e d  t h e  v a l u a t i o n s ,  a R e p u b l i c a n  law kep t  

c o u n ty  c o m m iss io n e rs  from s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e d u c i n g  t h e  l e v y .  

By t h i s  t im e  b o t h  P o p u l i s t s  and s i l v e r  Democrats  c o n s i d e r e d  

Oklahoma's  D e m o cra t i c  o f f i c e - h o l d i n g  c l i q u e  a s s i s t a n t  Repub

l i c a n s .  A c h o r u s  o f  p r o t e s t s  emanated  from r e f o r m  s o u r c e s .  

Only F rank  G r e e r ' s  O k lahoma St a t e  Cap i t a l  d e fe n d ed  th e  

B o a r d ' s  a c t i o n s .  P o p u l i s t s  found  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a p ro m in en t  

spokesman o f  t h e  " p a r t y  o f  g o v e rn m e n ta l  e x t r a v a g a n c e "  sh o u ld  

d e fend  d o u b l i n g  Oklahomans '  t a x e s  a p p r o p r i a t e . 3*

O th e r  f a c t o r s  made t h e  t a x  s i t u a t i o n  even  more a g g r a v a t 

i n g .  The 1895 l e g i s l a t u r e  s e p a r a t e d  t h e  v a l u a t i o n s  o f  r a i l 

r o a d  p r o p e r t y  from th e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of  t h e  Board o f  E q u a l i 

z a t i o n .  While t h e  Board h i t  Oklahoma lan d o w n er s  hard  w i th  a 

t a x  i n c r e a s e ,  r a i l r o a d s  were a c t u a l l y  u n d e r - a s s e s s e d .  The 

Supreme C o u r t  t h e n  low ered  t h e  r a i l r o a d ' s  v a l u a t i o n s  a n o t h e r  

30% i n  1896. D e m o c r a t i c  o f f i c e  h o l d e r s  added i n s u l t  t o  i n 

j u r y  i n  A p r i l ,  1896, when t h e  same c o u r t  r u l e d  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  

t h e  r a i s e d  a s s e s s m e n t s  o f  t h e  Board  o f  E q u a l i z a t i o n  were un

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  t h e  t a x e s  s h o u ld  s t i l l  be c o l l e c t e d  b e c a u s e  

most t a x p a y e r s  had a l r e a d y  p a i d  t h e i r  t a x e s .  Leo V in c e n t

3* Enid Coming Ev e n t s .  28 November 1895 and Norman P e o p l e s  
Vo i c e ,  22 November 1895. G r e e r ,  r e p u t e d l y  was a l a r g e  
h o l d e r  o f  c o u n ty  w a r r a n t s .  The v a l u e  o f  t a x a b l e  p r o p e r t y  
i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  r o s e  from $ 1 9 ,9 4 7 ,9 2 2 .8 6  in  
1894 to  $ 3 9 ,2 7 5 ,1 8 9 .2 1  i n  1895. R ep o r t  o f  t h e  Governor 
o f  Oklahoma, House Document, 54 C o n g re s s  ( f i r s t  s e s s i o n ) ,  
(3383) XVI (August 287 1 8 95) ,  p .  515.
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found  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y ’ s  t e r r i t o r i a l  p l a t f o r m ,  which 

Frank  G re e r  o s t e n s i b l y  a u t h o r e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n s i n c e r e  i n  

denouncing  t h e  r a i s e d  t a x e s ,  s i n c e  G reer  was d e f e n d i n g  th e  

i n c r e a s e d  v a l u a t i o n s  i n  h i s  p a p e r  a t  t h e  same t i m e . 3?

As t e r r i t o r i a l  i s s u e s  began t o  loom l a r g e r  i n  a i d - 1 8 9 6 ,  

t a l k  o f  an am algam at ion  o f  l i k e - m i n d e d  men o f  a l l  p a r t i e s  

r e p l a c e d  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  p r a g m a t i c  v a l u e s  o f  f u s i o n  

among a n t i - R e p u b l i c a n  a c t i v i s t s .  Leo V in c en t  a d v i s e d  l o o k 

ing  a f t e r  t h e  d e l e g a t e ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  and c o u n ty  cam paigns  and 

l e t t i n g  n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e m s e l v e s .  As a t e r 

r i t o r y ,  Oklahoma had no s a y  i n  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  r a c e  anyway, 

he n o t e d .  Accord ing  t o  Leo V i n c e n t ,  t h e  m ajor  s o u r c e  of  

" o p p r e s s i v e  m i s r u l e , "  was a t  home. Ralph Bray r e p o r t e d  i n  

t h e  Enid Coming E v e n ts  t h a t  even l o c a l  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d e r s  

had " c a u g h t  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  i s s u e  i n  t h i s  c o u n ty  i s  n o t  

t h e  Omaha p l a t f o r m ,  b u t  e co n o m ica l  c o u n ty  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and 

t h e  c o n s e g u e n t  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  R ep u b l ica n  g a n g ."  John A l lan  

a g r e e d  t h a t  " t h e  g r e a t e s t  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  w e a l th  o f  t h i s  

c o u n t r y  i s  f a s t  g e t t i n g  beyond t h e  power o f  t a x a t i o n  and t h e  

e x p e n s e s  o f  government  a r e  b e g in n in g  t o  p r e s s  h e a v i l y  upon 

t h e  s h o u l d e r s  o f  i n d u s t r y . "  High t a x e s  and t h i e v i n g  o f f i 

c i a l  r i n g s ,  Leo V in c e n t  p r o c l a i m e d ,  were  t h e  main i s s u e s  i n  

t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  i n  1896. As t h e  D em ocra t ic  and Popu-

3 7 Norman Pe o p l e s  V o ice ,  20 December 1895 & 26 June  1896;
Alva Rep u b l i c a n , 17 A p r i l  1896; G u th r i e  Oklahoma Rep r é 
s e n t a t i  v e , 9 A p r i l  1896; S t a t e  Capi t a l  i n  t h e  G u t h r i e  Ok- 
l ahoma R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  23 A p r i l  1896 and G u t h r i e  Oklahoma 
Rep r e s e n t a t i v e ,  13 August  1896.



271

l i s t  n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n s ,  which t h r e a t e n e d  t o  s p l i t  

Oklahoma P o p u l i s t s ,  drew n e a r ,  t e r r i t o r i a l  P o p u l i s t  l e a d e r s  

were a c t i v e l y  a g i t a t i n g  t h e  u n i f y i n g  theme o f  lo w e r  t a x e s . 3* 

Democrats  met i n  Oklahoma C i t y  on March 2 6 ,  1896, t o  s e 

l e c t  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n .  The m eet ing  

was tu m u l tu o u s  i n  t h e  e x t r e m e .  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f o r c e s  were 

w e l l  r e p r e s e n t e d  and pushed  a m i n o r i t y  r e p o r t  on t h e  p l a t 

form e n d o r s i n g  C l e v e l a n d ' s  t e n u r e ,  e x c e p t  on f i n a n c e ,  and 

r e q u i r i n g  t h e  C hicago  d e l e g a t e s  t o  a b i d e  by t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ' s  

r e s u l t s .  A f t e r  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  th e  r e p o r t ' s  s p o n s o r s ,  J o 

seph  Wisby commenced an  a n t i - o f f i c e  h o l d e r  t i r a d e  t h a t  

b ro u g h t  L e s l i e  P.  Ross  t o  h i s  f e e t  w i th  documents  from His

by '  s  1894 campaign f o r  d e l e g a t e  which showed t h a t  f e d e r a l  

o f f i c e h o l d e r s  had f i n a n c e d  h i s  ru n  f o r  o f f i c e  in  1894. The 

e n s u in g  s c u f f l e  saw c h a i r s  knocked o ve r  and p i s t o l s  drawn.  

C o o le r  h e a d s ,  however ,  c a l l e d  f o r  an a d jo u r n m e n t  u n t i l  t h e  

e v e n in g .  At t h a t  s e s s i o n  p l a n k s  e n d o r s i n g  t h e  C l e v e l a n d  and 

Renfrew a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  were e a s i l y  v o te d  down. The d e l e 

g a t e s  chosen  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  C h icago  c o n v e n t i o n ,  however ,  were 

g e n e r a l l y  p r o - a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  The c o n v e n t i o n ' s  p l a t f o r m  

c h a r g e d  them t o  v o t e  a s  a u n i t  f o r  u n q u a l i f i e d  s i l v e r  men 

and p o s i t i o n s  o n l y ,  and i n s t r u c t e d  them i n  f a v o r  o f  R ic h a rd  

Bland f o r  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  n o m i n a t i o n . 3*

3« G u th r i e  Oklahoma R ep re se n t a t i ve , 11 Ju n e  1896; Enid  11
J une 18 96; Norman Peopl e s  V o ice , 20 December 1895 and 
G u th r i e  Oklahoma Repr e s e n t a t i v e , 14 May 1896.

39 Norman P e o p le s  Voi c e .  29 May 1896 and G u t h r i e  Heeklv  Ok
l ahoma L e a d e r 7 28 May 1896. The v o t e  on e n d o r s i n g  Bland
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P o p u l i s t  r e p o r t s  on t h e  D em ocra t ic  c o n v e n t i o n  r e v e a l e d  

t h e  widen ing  gap in  t h i r d  p a r t y  r a n k s  o v e r  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  

t h e  D emocrat ic  p a r t y .  John  A l la n  em phas ized  t h e  conven

t i o n ' s  l a c k  o f  u n i t y .  I t  was " t h e  most d i s g r a c e f u l  conven

t i o n  e v e r  he ld  i n  Oklahoma,"  he w r o te .  Ralph B ray ,  however ,  

f o c u s e d  upon t h e  p l a t f o r m  and c l a im e d  t h a t  Democrats  had 

gone " a  f a i r  way to  t a k e  t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  away from th e  

s h y s t e r s  and t o  t u r n  t h e  p a r t y  back toward  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  o f  

J a c k s o n  and J e f f e r s o n . "  Leo V in c e n t  a l s o  fo c u s e d  on t h e  

p l a t f o r m ,  c l a i m i n g  " t h e  o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e  o b s e r v a b l e  t h i s  y e a r  

be tween t h e  P o p u l i s t  and D e m o cra t ic  p l a t f o r m s  i s  i n  name."*o

To choose  O k lah o m a 's  n i n e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  P o p u l i s t  p a r 

t y ' s  1896 n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n  Leo V in c e n t  d e c id e d  t o  e x p e r i 

ment w i th  f o u r  r e g i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n s ,  r a t h e r  t h a t  a s i n g l e  

t e r r i t o r y - w i d e  m e e t in g .  H is  p u rp o se  was t o  c u t  t r a n s p o r t a 

t i o n  c o s t s .  T h i rd  p a r t y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  were t o  meet a t  

En id ,  E l  Reno, Oklahoma C i t y  and P e r r y  on flay 22 t o  choose  

two d e l e g a t e s  and two a l t e r n a t e s  e a c h .  The c o n v e n t i o n s  

would a l s o  a d o p t  r e s o l u t i o n s  and v o te  f o r  an a t  l a r g e  d e l e 

g a t e  and an a t  l a r g e  a l t e r n a t e .  Because  t h e  m e e t in g s  r e p r e 

s e n t e d  th e  v a r i o u s  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  th ey  

p r o v i d e  some gauge o f  t h e  s e n t i m e n t s  of l o c a l  P o p u l i s t  l e a d -

was 125 t o  123. flany Democrats  b e l i e v e d  an u n i n s t r u c t e d  
d e l e g a t i o n  c o u l d  s e c u r e  more f o r  Oklahoma.

♦ 0  Norman P e o p l e s  Voic e , 29 flay S 5 J u n e  1896; Enid Coming 
Even t s ,  5 June  1896 and G u t h r i e  Ok l a homa R e p r e s e t n a t i v e , 
4 Ju n e  1896.
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e r s  on p a r t y  s t r a t e g y  f o r  1896.**

Leo V i n c e n t  and h i s  Logan County c o l l e a g u e s  a t t e n d e d  th e  

P e r r y  c o n v e n t i o n  where f u s i o a i s t s  and  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d e r s  

seemed t o  compromise .  V i n c e n t  and f u s i o n i s t  Ralph  Bray r e 

c e i v e d  t h e  c o n v e t i o n ’ s  v o t e  f o r  a t  l a r g e  d e l e g a t e  and a l t e r 

n a t e ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  w h i l e  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d e r  E- H. Spenc

e r  became one o f  t h e  r e g i o n a l  d e l e g a t e s .  The P e r r y  

r e s o l u t i o n s  denounced  gove rnm en t  f a v o r i t i s m  t o w a r d s  t h e  

r a i l r o a d s ,  g o v e r n m e n ta l  e x t r a v a g a n c e  and  t h e  r e p e a l  o f  t e r 

r i t o r i a l  u s u r y  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The r e s o l u t i o n s  a l s o  e n d o r s e d  

f r e e  s i l v e r  and p roved  t o  be t h e  o n l y  s e t  o f  r e g i o n a l  r e s o 

l u t i o n s  t o  s p e c i f i c a l l y  men t ion  p a p e r  money.

The E n id  c o n v e n t i o n  o v e rw h e lm in g ly  e n d o r s e d  Ralph  Bray 

f o r  t h e  d e l e g a t e  a t  l a r g e  p o s i t i o n .  Bray ,  how ever ,  w i thdrew 

i n  f a v o r  o f  Leo V in c e n t  and to o k  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ' s  v o t e  f o r  

a l t e r n a t e  a t  l a r g e .  For  r e g i o n a l  d e l e g a t e s ,  t h e  Enid  con

v e n t i o n  c h o s e  George  C ou lson  and W il l i am  G a r r i s o n ,  a d i s t a n t  

r e l a t i v e  o f  t h e  famous a b o l i t i o n i s t .  C o u l s o n ,  G a r r i s o n  and 

G a r r i s o n ' s  a l t h e r n a t e ,  B. W. H u r t ,  were members o f  t h e  1891 

Kansas  l e g i s l a t u r e  which e v i c t e d  Jo h n  J .  I n g a l l s  from t h e  

U n i te d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e  i n  1891.  The Enid  r e s o l u t i o n s  e n d o r s e d

** The P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  i n  t h e  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  was f i n a l l y  
o r g a n i z e d  a t  t h i s  t im e  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  s e n d i n g  r e p r e 
s e n t a t i v e s  t o  t h e  S t .  L o u i s  c o n v e n t i o n .  S i n c e  w h i t e s  were 
i n e l i g i b l e  f o r  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  I n d i a n  n a t i o n s  t h e  F a r m e r ' s  
A l l i a n c e  had n o t  d e v e lo p e d  i n t o  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  i n  t h e  
I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y .  G u t h r i e  O k lah oma Re p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  11 
J u n e  1896.

♦2 G u t h r i e  O k i a f e o f a  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  29  May 1 8 9 6 .



274

f r e e  s i l v e r ,  c a l l e d  f o r  governm ent  c o n t r o l ,  and i f  n e c e s s a r y  

government  o w n e r s h i p ,  of  a l l  c o r p o r a t i o n s  p e r f o r m in g  p u b l i c  

f u n c t i o n s .  I t  a l s o  e n d o r s e d  t h e  " a l l i a n c e  and c o o p e r a t i o n  

o f  a l l  r e fo rm  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  and n a t i o n . "  The Enid 

c o n v e n t i o n  was t h e  most f u s i o n i s t  o r i e n t e d  o f  t h e  f o u r  r e 

g i o n a l  m e e t i n g s . 43

Because s o u t h e r n - b o r n  P o p u l i s t s  were more numerous a t  th e  

El Reno and Oklahoma C i t y  c o n v e n t i o n s ,  a n t i - f u s i o n  s e n t i 

ments  were more n o t i c e a b l e  a t  t h o s e  m e e t i n g s .  The Oklahoma 

C i t y  c o n v e n t i o n  u nan im ous ly  r a t i f i e d  a compromise s e t  o f  r e 

s o l u t i o n s  which e n d o r s e d  t h e  Omaha p l a t f o r m ,  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  

and re fe re n d u m  and " a l l  h o n o r a b l e  means t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  a  pa

t r i o t i c  un ion  o f  a l l  r e f o r m  f o r c e s . "  A f u s i o n i s t  and a mid

d l e  o f  t h e  r o a d e r  were c h o s e n  a s  d e l e g a t e s ,  w i t h  f u s i o n i s t  

C la r k  Hudson and m i d - r o a d e r  John A l l a n  a s  a l t e r n a t e s .  

C l e v e l a n d  and P o t t a w a to m ie  C o u n t i e s  w ere  a b l e  t o  s e c u r e  

enough v o t e s  from t h e  L i n c o l n  and Oklahoma County d e l e g a 

t i o n s  t o  s e l e c t  A. D. H ickok ,  a f o r m e r  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  t e r 

r i t o r y ' s  F a r m e r ' s  A l l i a n c e ,  o v e r  Leo V in c e n t  f o r  d e l e g a t e  a t  

l a r g e .  »

4 3 Enid Coming Ev e n t s .  21 May 1896 and Alva Review. 21 May
1896. The Enid  c o n v e n t i o n  was moved up to  May 16 b e cau se  
o f  s c h e d u l i n g  p ro b le m s  w i th  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ' s  m ee t ing  
p l a c e .

44 Norman P e o p l e s  Voice  i n  t h e  G u t h r i e  Oklahoma R e p r e s e n t a 
t i v e . 4 June 18967 The v o te  i n  t h e  d e l e g a t e  a t  l a r g e  
e l e c t i o n  was 45 f o r  Hickok and 44 f o r  V in c e n t .
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At El Bejio, where d e l e g a t e s  from newly a c g u i r e d  Greer  

County were p r o m in en t ,  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d e r s  r u l e d  t h e  p ro 

c e e d i n g s .  Conven t ion  r e s o l u t i o n s  e n d o r s e d  t h e  Omaha p l a t 

fo rm,  f r e e  homes and t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  and re fe r ren d u rn .  I t  was 

t h e  on ly  s e t  o f  r e s o l u t i o n s  n o t  t o  mention f r e e  s i l v e r  by 

name. S t r i c t  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d e r s  were c h o se n  a s  d e l e g a t e s  

and a l t e r n a t e s ,  and t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  t e n d e r e d  i t s  v o t e s  t o  Leo 

V in c en t  f o r  t h e  a t - l a r g e  d e l e g a t e  s l o t ,  b u t  o n ly  i f  he 

would s i g n  a s t a t e m e n t  e n d o r s i n g  t h e  Omaha p l a t f o r m .  Vin

c e n t ' s  r e c e n t  f l i r t a t i o n  w i th  f u s i o n  e l e m e n t s  c au se d  many a t  

t h e  El Reno g a t h e r i n g  t o  f e a r  t h a t  he f a v o r e d  t r im m ing  t h e  

Omaha p l a t f o r m .  V in c e n t  s a t i s f i e d  t h e  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d  

c o n c e r n s  and  became t h e  a t  l a r g e  d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  S t .  Lou is  

c o n v e n t i o n .  Ralph  Bray won t h e  a l t e r n a t e  a t  l a r g e  s l o t  w i th

a f i v e  v o t e  m a r g i n .

N a t i o n a l  e v e n t s  moved r a p i d l y  i n  m i d - 1896. The R e p u b l i 

can n o m in a t io n  o f  W il l iam  McKinley f o r  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  i n  

June  h e l p e d  t h e  GOP in  t h e  c r u c i a l  N o r t h e a s t ,  b u t  gave  s i l 

v e r  Democrats  and P o p u l i s t s  an edge o v e r  t h e  GOP i n  t h e  

West.  On t h e  eve  o f  t h e  D emocrat ic  n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n  i n  

e a r l y  J u l y ,  Leo V in c e n t  was s t i l l  c e r t a i n  t h a t  s i l v e r  e l e 

ments  co u ld  n o t  c o n t r o l  t h e  D em o cra t ic  p a r t y .  J .  C. T ous ley  

o f  t h e  E l  Reno I n d u s t r i a l  H e a d l i g h t , how ever ,  had a l r e a d y

♦5 Hatonga Condor in  t h e  G u t h r i e  Oklahoma R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  U 
June  1896. The O n i ted  S t a t e s  Supreme C our t  r u l e d  t h a t  
G ree r  County was p a r t  o f  Oklahoma in  1896. I t  was fo rm 
e r l y  c o n s i d e r e d  p a r t  o f  Texas  where m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d e r s  
were s t r o n g .
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p r e d i c t e d  a s i l v e r  v i c t o r y  a t  t h e  Chicago  c o n v e n t i o n  and 

proposed  P o p u l i s t s  make s e p a r a t e  n o m i n a t i o n s  and th e n  l e t  

t h e  two p a r t i e s '  e x e c u t i v e  co m m i t t e e s  s o r t  o u t  t h e  n e s s .  

John A l lan  a p p a r e n t l y  a g r e e d ,  and  r e p r i n t e d  T o u s l e y ' s  p l a n  

i n  t h e  Norman P e o p l e s  Vo i c e . * »

F u s io n  e l e m e n t s  were e l a t e d  when news t h a t  t h e  D em ocra t ic  

n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n  had e n d o r s e d  f r e e  s i l v e r  and nom ina ted  

W il l i am  J e n n i n g s  Bryan f o r  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y .  W. H. F r e n c h ,  

e d i t o r  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  C h a n d l e r  P u b l i c i s t .  c l a i m e d  "Bryan 

has  been an o u t s p o k e n  a d v o c a t e  o f  a l l  t h e  f u n d a m e n ta l  p r i n 

c i p l e s  o f  t h e  P e o p l e s  p a r t y  f o r  a number o f  y e a r s , "  and f o r 

gave him f o r  n o t  l e a v i n g  t h e  D e m o cr a t i c  p a r t y .  C l a r k  Hudson 

o f  t h e  Oklahoma C i t y  Oklahoma Champi on p r o c l a im e d  t h a t  t h e  

D em ocra t ic  p a r t y  had "nom ina ted  a P o p u l i s t  f o r  p r e s i d e n t , "  

and a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  move to  "an  o u t c r o p p i n g  o f  J e f f e r s o n i a n  

p r i n c i p l e "  among o ld  p a r t y  l o y a l i s t s .  f ia lph Bray co n ten d e d  

t h a t  t h e  D e m o cra t i c  p a r t y  had "b ro k e n  l o o s e  from t h e  g r a s p  

o f  p l u t o c r a c y  and i s  t r y i n g  t o  r e t u r n  t o  i t s  f o r m e r  moor

i n g s . "  A ccord ing  t o  Leo V i n c e n t ,  t h e  n o m in a t io n  o f  Bryan 

was t h e  o n ly  i n s t a n c e  i n  American h i s t o r y  when " a  p o l i t i c a l  

p a r t y  had s u c c e e d e d  in  c o r r e c t i n g  and p u r i f y i n g  i t s e l f . " * ^

*» G u th r i e  Oklahoma Repr e s e n t a t i v e . 9 J u l y  1896 and E l  Reno  
I n d n s t Ç i â î ' H e a d î i g h t  i n ” t h e ” Norman P e o E le s  V o ice ,  9 J u l y  
1896.

C h a n d le r  P u b l i c i s t .  17 J u l y  1896; Oklahoma C i t y  Oklahoma 
Champion in  t h e  G u t h r i e  Oklahoma R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  23 J u l y  
1896; Enid Coming Ev e n t s . 16 J u l y  1896 and G u t h r i e  O kla 
homa R e p r e s e t a t a t i v g ,  16 J u l y  1895.
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I n  t h e  words o f  Leo V i n c e n t ,  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  had 

" p l a n t e d  a Tory f o r t  on American s o i l "  i n  n o m in a t in g  Wil

l i a m  McKinley and " i n  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  s i n g l e  g o ld  s t a n 

d a r d . "** A. C. Towne, e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Alva Review, p ro c l a im e d  

t h a t  i f  McKinley and t h e  GOP won, " a  p e r i o d  o f  o p p r e s s i o n  

and im pr i sonm en t  by i n j u n c t i o n  . . .  w i l l  be t h e  l o t  o f  t h e  

d o w n t ro d d e n ."  The s u c c e s s  o f  f a i l u r e  o f  McKinleyism, he 

c l a i m e d ,  depended  upon w h e th e r  t h e  S t .  L o u i s  c o n v e n t i o n  no

m in a ted  or r e j e c t e d  Bryan.  A l though  John A l la n  and t h e  mid

d l e  o f  t h e  r e a d e r s  were l e s s  e n t h u s e d ,  t h e  Norman P e o p l e s  

Voi c e  d id  s e e  M cK in le y ' s  e l e c t i o n  a s  a t h r e a t ,  and t h a t  h i s  

p o l i c i e s  had " b r o u g h t  one o f  t h e  most happy and p r o s p e r o u s  

p e o p l e s  i n  t h e  world  t o  t h e  ve ry  d o o r s  o f  penury  and 

w a n t . "4?

The Oklahoma d e l e g a t i o n  t o  t h e  1896 P o p u l i s t  n a t i o n a l  

c o n v e n t i o n  a c t e d  and v o t e d  w i th  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e i r  c o l 

l e a g u e s  on most i s s u e s .  The f i r s t  t e s t  o f  s t r e n g t h  between 

f u s i o n i s t s  and m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d e r s  came o v e r  t h e  s e a t i n g  

o f  a c o n t e s t i n g  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d  I l l i n o i s  d e l e g a t i o n  

(m os t ly  Chicago  s o c i a l i s t s ) .  The Oklahoma d e l e g a t e s  vo ted  

unan im ous ly  i n  f a v o r  o f  s e a t i n g  t h e  c h a l l e n g e r s ,  who s e c u r e d

4® The R ep u b l i ca n  n a t i o n a l  p l a t f o r m  a c t u a l l y  c a l l e d  f o r  
b i m e t a l l i s m  th ro u g h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a g r e e m e n t ,  which Popu
l i s t s  c o n s i d e r e d  a dodge .

49 R e p u b l i c a n s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a t t r i b u t e d  what p r o s p e r i t y  t h e  
n a t i o n  had s e e n  s i n c e  1861 t o  t h e  p r o t e c t i v e  t a r i f f .  
G u th r i e  Oklahoma R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , 16 J u l y  1896; Alva Re
vie w . 16 J u l y  1896 and Norman Peo p l e s  Voice i n  t h e  Guth
r i e  Okla h oma R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 30 J u l y  1896.
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t h e i r  s e a t s  by t h e  n a r r o w i s t  o f  m a r g in s .  I n  t h e  c o n t e s t  f o r  

p e rm anen t  c h a i rm an  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ,  how ever ,  t h e  Oklaho

mans s p l i t  U 1 / 2  t o  4 1 / 2 .  The e l e c t i o n  o f  S e n a t o r  W i l l iam  

V. A l len  o f  N ebraska  a s  pe rm anen t  c h a i rm an  p l a c e d  f o r c e s  

f a v o r a b l e  t o  t h e  n o m in a t io n  o f  W i l l i am  J e n n i n g s  Bryan i n  

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ' s  m a c h i n e r y . so

When i t  became o b v io u s  t o  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d e r s  t h a t  th e y  

c o u l d  n o t  b e a t  Bryan f o r  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  n o m in a t io n  i n  a 

s t r a i g h t  f i g h t ,  t h e y  f e l l  back upon t h e  t a c t i c  o f  r e v e r s i n g  

t h e  o r d e r  o f  n o m i n a t i o n s .  By c h o o s i n g  t h e  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  

nominee f i r s t ,  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d e r s  made c e r t a i n  B r y a n ' s  

Dem ocra t ic  r u n n i n g  m ate ,  Maine b an k e r  and  s h i p b u i l d e r  A r th u r  

R. S e v a l l ,  d id  n o t  s l i p  th r o u g h  on t h e  Commoner 's c o a t 

t a i l s .  They a l s o  hoped S e w a l l ' s  r e j e c t i o n  would c a u s e  Bryan 

t o  w i thd raw  h i s  name from t h e  n o m in a t in g  p r o c e s s ,  which he 

t h r e a t e n e d  t o  do; Oklahoma d e l e g a t e s  v o te d  s i x  t o  tw o ,  with 

one a b s e n t ,  i n  f a v o r  o f  r e v e r s i n g  t h e  o r d e r  o f  n o m i n a t i o n s .  

They th e n  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  c a n d i d a c y  of  Tom Watson o f  G e o r g i a ,  

who s u b s e q u e n t l y  won t h e  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  n o m in a t io n .  

B ryan ,  o f  c o a r s e ,  d i d  n o t  f u l f i l  h i s  t h r e a t  t o  wi thdraw  from 

t h e  n o m i n a t i o n ,  and Oklahoma d e l e g a t e s  v o te d  u nan im ous ly  t o  

t e n d e r  t h e  N ebraskan  t h e  P o p u l i s t  n o m in a t io n  f o r  t h e  p r e s i 

dency .**

5® S t .  L o u i s  R e p u b l i c ,  2h J u l y  1896. 

5» I b i d . ,  25 B 26 J u l y  1896.



279

Oklahoma d e l e g a t e s  a t  t h e  1896 P o p u l i s t  n a t i o n a l  conven

t i o n  were t r u e  t o  t h e  d i v e r g e n t  n a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u e n 

cy .  Most s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  new l a n d  had m ig ra te d  from Kansas 

o r  Texas .  These  s t a t e s  were  t h e  two g r e a t e s t  a d v e r s a r i e s  a t  

t h e  c o n v e n t i o n .  K ansas  P o p u l i s t s  p ro v e d  t o  be some o f  t h e  

s t r o n g e s t  e x p o n e n t s  o f  f u s i o n  w i th  t h e  D em o cra t ic  p a r t y ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  l o o s i n g  many o f f i c e s  i n  t h e  t h r e e - w a y  

r a c e  o f  1894.  T h e i r  p a s s i o n  f o r  a d e a l  w i th  t h e  Democrats  

h a s  l e d  some men, t h e n  and  now, t o  s u g g e s t  s i m p l e  o f f i c e  

s e e k i n g  a s  a p r im e  m o t iv e .  T exas  P o p u l i s t s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  

h a n d ,  e x p e r i e n c e d  a d r a m a t i c  and s u s t a i n e d  growth  o f  t h e i r  

p a r t y  th r o u g h  1896, and were  t h e  most r a b i d  m i d d l e - o f - t h e -  

r o a d e r s  a t  t h e  S t .  L o u i s  c o n v e n t i o n .  Excep t  f o r  t h e  f i n a l  

v o t e  on Bryan ,  Oklahoma P o p u l i s t s  vo ted  w i th  t h e  Texas  d e l e 

g a t i o n  more th a n  w i th  t h e i r  Kansas  c o u s i n s .

The Oklahoma d e l e g a t i o n ' s  o n ly  major  b r e a k  w i th  t h e  r a 

p i d l y  s h i f t i n g  m a j o r i t i e s  a t  t h e  S t .  L o u i s  c o n v e n t i o n  came 

when T. H. Gold o f  W ash i ta  County s i g n e d  and s u p p o r t e d  a mi

n o r i t y  r e p o r t  on t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  p l a t f o r m .  Jerome Kearby,  

a Texas m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d e r ,  was t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  m easure .  

His p l a t f o r m  gave  e g u a l  e m p h a s i s  t o  g o l d ,  s i l v e r  and p a p e r  

money. The c o n v e n t i o n ,  however ,  a d o p te d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  r e p o r t  

which made f r e e  s i l v e r  t h e  prime i s s u e .  Oklahoma d e l e g a t e s  

were  a b l e  t o  g e t  a s t r o n g  f r e e  homes p la n k  in  t h e  t h i r d  p a r 

t y ' s  n a t i o n a l  p l a t f o r m .  G u t h r i e  fa rm j o u r n a l  e d i t o r  J u l e s

52 Lawrence  Goodwyn, The P o p u l i s t  Bornent [New York; Oxford 
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 8 ) ,  pp.  230-263 .
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S o u l e ,  a l o n g  w i th  f u s i o n i s t  e d i t o r s  Ralph Bray and W. H. 

F rench  were chosen  t o  be Oklahoma's  members o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  

N a t i o n a l  Commit tee .  Bray was a l s o  named t h e  Oklahoma member 

o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  n o t i f i c a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e ,  w h i l e  m i d d l e - o f -  

t h e - r o a d e r  N. A. B ugg ies  was a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  T i c e  p r e s i 

d e n t i a l  n o t i f i c a t i o n  co m m it tee .

To Leo V in c en t  t h e  D em ocra t ic  n o m in a t io n  o f  i i l l i a m  J e n 

n i n g s  Bryan upon a f r e e  s i l v e r  p l a t f o r m  was a d r a m a t i c  and 

most s i g n i f i c a n t  e v e n t .  F r e e  s i l v e r  s y m b o l iz ed  t h e  Popu

l i s t s '  b a t t l e  w i th  p l u t o c r a c y  f o r  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  

f u t u r e .  V in c en t  and many o t h e r  t h i r d  p a r t y  a d v o c a t e s  had 

worked h a r d  f o r  decades  f o r  such  a showdown. The f a c t  t h a t  

a Democrat  c a r r i e d  t h e  b a n n e r  f o r  " t h e  p e o p le "  was n o t  as  

i m p o r t a n t  a s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  b a t t l e  f i n a l l y  was b e in g  

j o i n e d .  B e fo re  B r y a n ' s  n o m in a t io n ,  f u s i o n  w i th  t h e  Democ

r a t s  i n  Oklahoma, V in cen t  c l a i m e d ,  "seemed u t t e r l y  im proba

b l e . "  The N e b r a s k a n ' s  v i c t o r y  a t  t h e  C h icago  c o n v e n t i o n ,  

however,  made an a r r a n g m e n t  w i th  l o c a l  Democrats  "w ise  and 

e x p e d i e n t  f o r  t h e  i n a u g u r a t i o n  o f  g e n u in e  r e f o r m . "  Accord

in g  t o  th e  P o p u l i s t  e d i t o r ,  a  co m p le te  change  had  come o v e r  

t h e  D em ocra t ic  p a r t y .  The r e s u l t  , a s  he  saw i t ,  was a d e t 

e r m i n a t i o n  " t o  r e v o l u t i o n i z e  Oklahoma p o l i t i c s  and u p s e t  

some o f  t h e  p e r n i c i o u s  work o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  law m akers .

53 Houston Pos t .  25 J u l y  1896; K irk  H a ro ld  P o r t e r  and Donald 
Bruce Johnson (c o m p . ) , R a t i o n a l  P a r t y  P l a t f o r m s ,  
1 8*0-1960 (Drbana; U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s  P r e s s ,  1961) ,  
p .  1Ô5 and Omaha Neb r a s k a  S t a t e  J o u rn a l .  26 J u l y  1896.

5* G u t h r i e  O k lahom a  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 10 S e p t e m b e r  1 8 9 6 .
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THE CAHPiIGN OF 1896

A week a f t e r  t h e  S t .  L o u i s  c o n v e n t i o n  a d j o u r n e d ,  235 Ok

lahoma P o p u l i s t s  met i n  G u t h r i e  t o  n o m in a te  t h e i r  c a n d i d a t e  

f o r  d e l e g a t e  t o  C o n g re s s .  At t h e  o p e n in g  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  

Leo V in c e n t  t e n d e r e d  what o s t e n s i b l y  was h i s  r e t i r i n g  a d 

d r e s s  from t h e  c h a i r m a n s h i p  o f  t h e  p a r t y .  He would be r e e 

l e c t e d  t o  t h e  p o s t ,  however ,  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s .  

The m a jo r  t h r u s t  o f  V i n c e n t ’ s  a d d r e s s  was t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of 

b e a t i n g  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  1896, e s p e 

c i a l l y  i n  t h e  r a c e s  f o r  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  l e g i s l a t u r e .  He f o 

c u se d  a t  l e n g t h  upon t h e  b l a c k  v o t e r ' s  i n o r d i n a t e  l o y a l t y  t o  

t h e  p a r t y  o f  e m a n c i p a t i o n .  The a p p ro a c h  s u r e l y  warmed t h e  

h e a r t s  o f  most Oklahoma D em ocra t s .  A l th o u g h  t h e  P o p u l i s t

c h a i rm an  r e j e c t e d  d i s f r a n c h i s e m e n t ,  he d i d  c a l l  upon w h i t e  

t a x p a y e r s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e m s e l v e s  "by s t a n d i n g  s g u a r e l y  

a g a i n s t  any v o t e ,  w h i t e  o r  b l a c k ,  t h a t  i s  needed t o  f a r t h e r  

t h e  d e s i g n s  o f  t h e  s e l f i s h  and u n s c r u p u l o u s . "  The b l a c k  

v o t e ,  V in c e n t  c l a i m e d ,  was t h e  margin  o f  F l y n n ' s  v i c t o r y  i n  

1894 . :

: Norman Pe o p l e s  Voic e . 14 August 1896.

-  281 -
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Foc t h e  1896 campaign  V in c e n t  em phas ized  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  

o f  p u r i f y i n g  t h e  Oklahoma l e g i s l a t u r e .  A l though  a l l  new 

t e r r i t o r i e s  were  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u s c e p t a b l e  t o  c o r r u p t i o n  t h e  

1895 l e g i s l a t u r e  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p o r t i o n  of  

t h e  " c o r r u p t i o n  and v i c i o u s  l e g i s l a t i o n "  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  new 

l a n d ,  he  c l a i m e d .  V i n c e n t  a l s o  r e c o u n t e d  t h e  g e r r y m a n d e r in g  

c o n t r o v e r s y ,  denounced t h e  r e p e a l  o f  u s u r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  and 

th e n  f o c u s e d  upon t h e  " a r b i t r a r y  d o u b l i n g  o f  p r o p e r t y  v a l u a 

t i o n s . "  He t h e n  p r o c l a i m e d  i t  " a  m o ra l  d u t y  t h a t  e v e r y  man 

who h a s  a c a r e  f o r  t h e  p u r i t y  o f  our  l aw s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  

s h o u ld  u n i t e . "2

Leo V in c en t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  c a l l e d  f o r  f u s i o n  w i th  t h e  De

m o c ra t s  f o r  t h e  1896 t e r r i t o r i a l  cam paign-  Through t h e  no

m in a t io n  o f  Bryan, who V in c e n t  l a b e l e d  "an  i d o l  of  t h e  Peo

p l e ' s  p a r t y , " t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  p a r t y  had r e g e n e r a t e d  i t s e l f .  

S i n c e  p l u t o c r a t i c  f o r c e s  had c a p t u r e d  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y ,  

he c l a i m e d ,  a  un ion  o f  r e f o r m  f o r c e s  "bound t o g e t h e r  by c e r 

t a i n  t i e s  o f  m u tu a l  i n t e r e s t , "  was n e c e s s a r y  and d e s i r a b l e . a

B e f o re  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  began  c o n s i d e r i n g  n o m i n a t i o n s  f o r  

t h e  d e l e g a t e  s l o t ,  t h e  p l a t f o r m  c o m m it te e  p r e s e n t e d  i t s  

work,  which t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  a c c e p t e d  u n a n im o u s ly .  The 1896 

P o p u l i s t  t e r r i t o r i a l  p l a t f o r m  a f f i r m e d  Oklahoma P o p u l i s t s '  

l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  new n a t i o n a l  p l a t f o r m  and a c 

knowledged t h e  f i n a n c i a l  q u e s t i o n  t o  be  t h e  pa ram ount  i s s u e

2 I b i d .

3 I b i d .



283

of  t h e  n a t i o n a l  cam p a ig n .  The p l a t f o r m  s p e c i f i c a l l y  made 

c a l l s  f o r  f r e e  s i l v e r ,  p e n s i o n s  f o r  Onion s o l d i e r s  and f r e e  

homes.  At t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  l e v e l  P o p u l i s t s  denounced t h e  r e 

p e a l  o f  u s u r y  l a w s ,  c a l l e d  f o r  r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  powers  o f  t h e  

Board o f  E q u a l i z a t i o n ,  denounced t h e  1895 GOP ge r ry m an d e r  

and c a l l e d  f o r  o f f i c i a l  s a l a r i e s  t o  be "com mensura te  w i th  

t h e  p r i c e  o f  l a b o r  and i t s  p r o d u c t s . *

S i n c e  a number of c o u n t i e s  had f a v o r i t e  s o n s  f o r  t h e  

d e l e g a t e  n o m i n a t i o n ,  t h i r t e e n  men were n om ina ted  f o r  t h e  

p a r t y ' s  h i g h e s t  h o n o r .  Among t h o s e  n om ina ted  were  John Al

l a n ,  Samuel C r o c k e r ,  F i e l d e n  S .  P u l l i a m ,  George G a r d e n h i r e ,  

E. H. S p e n c e r ,  N. A. B ugg ies  and R i l l i a m  O l i v e r  Cromwell ,  

who c la im ed  l i n e a l  d e s c e n t  from t h e  famed l e a d e r  o f  t h e  Eng

l i s h  Commonwealth. B e f o re  t h e  b a l l o t i n g  e a c h  o f  t h e  nomi

n e e s  was g i v e n  t e n  m in u te s  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n .  Host 

a t t a c k e d  t h e  GOP, g o l d  and McKinley.  G a r d e n h i r e  t r i e d  t o  

withdraw h i s  name from c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  Payne County 

d e l e g a t i o n  was adam an t .  Thomas S m i th ,  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Kay 

Pop u l i s t , was more s u c c e s s f u l  i n  w i th d ra w in g  h i s  

name. Al though  n o t  f o r m a l l y  n o m in a ted  f o r  t h e  p o s t ,  Leo 

V in c en t  r e c e i v e d  some v o t e s  on a l l  b u t  t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  twen

t y  t h r e e  b a l l o t s  i t  t o o k  t o  s e c u r e  a  n o m i n a t i o n . s

* G u t h r i e  Weekly O k lahoma Leader ,  6 August 1896. 

5 I b i d .
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Most d e l e g a t e s  rem a ined  l o y a l  t o  t h e i r  c o u n ty  f a v o r i t e s  

t h ro u g h  t h e  f i r s t  t h i r t e e n  b a l l o t s .  James T. C a l l a h a n  o f  

K i n g f i s h e r  County  l e d  on a l l  b u t  t h e  second b a l l o t ,  b u t  on ly  

by a s m a l l  m a r g in .*  A f t e r  t h e  d i n n e r  b r e a k ,  which o c cu r r ed  

b e f o r e  t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  b a l l o t ,  d e l e g a t e s  from t h e  s o u t h e r n  

p a r t  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  began t o  u n i t e  a l t e r n a t e l y  upon 2 .  E- 

B e n n e t t  of C anad ian  Coun ty ,  D e lo s  Walker o f  Oklahoma County 

and N. A. Bugg ies  o f  P o t t a w a to m ie  County .  N o r t h e r n e r s ,  

l i k e w i s e ,  began t o  mass t h e i r  v o t e s  a round  second  c h o i c e s  

from t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y .  On t h e  tw en ty  

t h i r d  b a l l o t  h e a v i l y  n o r t h e r n  p o p u l a t e d  Logan County and 

h e a v i l y  s o u t h e r n  G ree r  County went ove r  t o  C a l l a h a n .  T h i s  

s t a r t e d  a s tampede which ended in  h i s  n o m in a t io n  by a cc la m a 

t i o n . ?

James Y. C a l l a h a n  was b o rn  i n  Dent County ,  M is s o u r i  i n  

1842. He l e f t  h i s  n a t i v e  Ozark Mounta ins  a t  t h e  age  o f  

t h i r t y  t o  s e t t l e  i n  s o u t h w e s t e r n  Kansas .  He s e r v e d  two 

t e r m s  a s  a R ep u b l ic a n  R e g i s t r a r  o f  Deeds i n  Kansas  b e f o r e  

r e t u r n i n g  t o  M i s s o u r i  i n  1887 t o  t a k e  up t h e  M e th o d i s t  min

i s t r y .  The P o p u l i s t  nominee moved to  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  

a t  t h e  o p e n in g  o f  t h e  Cheyenne and  Arapahoe  l a n d s  i n  A p r i l ,  

1892. He s t a k e d  h i s  c l a i m  f i v e  m i l e s  n o r t h e a s t  o f  K i n g f i s h 

e r ,  where he engaged  i n  f a rm in g  and r o d e  t h e  M e th o d i s t  c i r -

* Cromwell r e c e i v e d  42 v o t e s  t o  C a l l a h a n ' s  41 on t h e  second  
b a l l o t .

? G u t h r i e  Weekly Oklahoma Le a d e r ,  6 August 1896 and Norman 
P e o p le s  Voice ,  7 August 1896.
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c u i t .  C a l l a h a n  r e c e i v e d  t h e  P o p u l i s t  n o B i a a t i o n  f o r  t h e  

t e r r i t o r i a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1894, b u t  l o s t .  The K i n g f i s h e r  

Reformer  i d e n t i f i e d  him a s  " a  t h o r o u g h  r e f o r m e r .

C a l l a h a n ' s  f i r s t  b ig  c h a l l e n g e  was t o  s e c u r e  t h e  nomina

t i o n  o f  t h e  D em ocra t ic  p a r t y  f o r  t h e  d e l e g a t e  s l o t ,  and t h u s  

e f f e c t  f u s i o n .  The P o p u l i s t  c o n v e n t i o n  had a d o p te d  a  r e s o 

l u t i o n  c a l l i n g  f o r  a u n io n  o f  Democrats  and  P o p u l i s t s  on th e  

d e l e g a t e  and  l e g i s l a t i v e  r a c e s .  D em o cra t ic  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

had named f o u r  men t h e y  would s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  d e l e g a t e  nomi

n a t i o n  w h i l e  t h e  P o p u l i s t  c o n v e n t i o n  was i n  s e s s i o n .  C a l l a 

h a n ' s  name, how ever ,  was n o t  among them .  A rrangem en ts  f o r  

l o c a l  f u s i o n ,  how ever ,  p ro c e e d e d  as  i f  C a l l a h a n ' s  e n d o r s e 

ment was a s s u r e d .  Both p a r t i e s ,  t h u s ,  had much t o  l o s e  i f  

t h e  Democrats  f a i l e d  t o  nom in a te  t h e  K i n g f i s h e r  County Popu

l i s t .  «

Opinion  w i t h i n  t h e  D e m o cra t ic  p a r t y  was d i v i d e d  on th e  

q u e s t i o n  o f  f u s i o n .  Even b e f o r e  t h e  P o p u l i s t s  had nomina ted  

Bryan, Oklahoma C i t y  e d i t o r  F ran k  HcMaster  had p ro c la im e d

® Elmer L. F r a k e r ,  "The  E l e c t i o n  o f  J .  T.  C a l l a h a n , "  C h ro n i 
c l e s  o f  Oklahoma 33 ,  no .  3 (Autumn, 1955) :  353 and King
f i s h e r  Reformer ,  18 November 1894. F r a k e r  i n t e r v i e w e d
C a l l a h a n ' s  d a u g h t e r  f o r  t h i s  a r t i c l e  and c l a i m s  C a l l a h a n  
l e f t  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  i n  1888. The a r t i c l e  c o n t a i n s  
so many o t h e r  f a c t u a l  e r r o r s ,  how ever ,  t h a t  t h i s  may n o t  
be t r u e .

V Chandler  P u b l i c i s t ,  7 August  1896; Alva  R e p u b l i c a n , 14 Au
g u s t  189 67 G u t h r i e  We e k l y Oklahoma Lea d e r , 6 August 1896
and G u t h r i e  Oklahoma R ep r e s e n t a t i v e . 30 J u l y  1896.  A f u 
s i o n  a r r a n g e m e n t  was s e c u r e d  i n  G a r f i e l d  County even  be
f o r e  t h e  P o p u l i s t ' s  t e r r i t o r i a l  c o n v e n t i o n .  I n  Logan
County f u s i o n  was a r r a n g e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  conven
t i o n .
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f u s i o n  e s s e n t i a l  i f  Democrats  wanted to  " g e t  a s i n g l e  c o u n ty  

o f f i c e  o r  member o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e . "  He f u r t h e r m o r e  b e 

l i e v e d  t h a t  i t  c o u ld  o n ly  be  e f f e c t e d  i f  Dem ocra ts  conceded 

t h e  d e l e g a t e  n o m in a t io n  t o  t h e  P o p u l i s t s .  O t h e r s ,  however ,  

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  B ryan*s  name a t  t h e  head o f  a s t r a i g h t  Democ

r a t i c  t i c k e t  would g i v e  them t h e  d e l e g a t e  s e a t  w i t h o u t  Popu

l i s t  h e lp .  S o r t  B i l l e r  o f  t h e  Norman S t a t e  Democra t , who 

had been b o o s t i n g  Temple Hous ton ,  t h e  f l a m b o y a n t  son  o f  Tex

a s  e x -G overno r  Sam H o u s to n ,  a s  a s t r a i g h t  D e m o cra t ic  c a n d i 

d a t e ,  c h a r g e d  t h a t  HcMaster e n jo y e d  " t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  be 

i n g  t h e  o n l y  c i t i z e n  o f  Oklahoma o f  whom i t  c an  t r u l y  be 

s a i d  he i s  n e i t h e r  u s e f u l  n o r  o rn a m e n ta l  t o  t h e  community i n  

which he l i v e s . "  B i x l e r  f u r t h e r  spoke f o r  C l e v e l a n d  County 

Democrats ,  s a d d l e - s o r e  from y e a r s  o f  Jo h n  A l l a n ' s  a t t a c k s ,  

t h a t  f u s i o n  would n e v e r  o c c u r  i n  C le v e l a n d  C o u n t y . l o

The D em o cra t ic  and P o p u l i s t  t e r r i t o r i a l  c o m m i t t e e s  h e l d  a 

j o i n t  m e e t in g  i n  Oklahoma C i t y  on August  20 ,  1896, and p u t

o u t  s t a t e m e n t s  c a l l i n g  upon a l l  p a r t y  members t o  u n i t e  w i th  

o t h e r  s i l v e r i t e s  on t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  r a c e s .  D em ocra t s ,  how

e v e r ,  r e f u s e d  t o  r u n  u n d e r  t h e  P o p u l i s t  b a n n e r .  T h i r d  p a r t y  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  conceded  t o  t h e  name " F r e e  S i l v e r  P a r t y "  f o r  

t h e  f u s io n  t i c k e t .  Democrats  a g re e d  n o t  t o  c e r t i f y  any s e 

p a r a t e  n o m i n a t i o n s  made f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  b e f o r e  t h e i r  

t e r r i t o r i a l  c o n v e n t i o n ,  which was s c h e d u l e d  f o r  Sep tem ber  3

10 HcMas t e r * s  Weekly i n  t h e  Norman P e o p l e s  Voice ,  24 J u l y  
1896; Norman Pe o p l e s  V o ic e . 21 August  1896 and Norman 
S t a t e  Democ r a t .  13 August  1896-
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a t  E l  R e n o .11

Mort B i x l e r ,  Temple Houston  and V. 5 .  Denton o f  Enid had 

a l r e a d y  broken w i t h  f u s i o n  Democrats  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  d e l e 

g a t e  c o n v e n t i o n  i n  E l  Reno. At t h e  C h icago  c o n v e n t i o n  each 

had s u p p o r t e d  a  n o n - f u s i o n i s t  f o r  n a t i o n a l  commit teeman,  i n  

s p i t e  o f  t h e i r  p l e d g e s  n o t  t o  do so when named d e l e g a t e s  t o  

t h e  c o n v e n t i o n .  At E l  Reno, B i x l e r ,  Denton  and Boy Hoffman 

o f  t h e  Oklahoma L e a d e r  emerged  a s  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  a n t i 

f u s i o n  e l e m e n t .  Hoffman was nom ina ted  f o r  t e m p o ra ry  c h a i r 

man o f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ,  b u t  was n a r r o w l y  d e f e a t e d .  B i x l e r ,  

n a t u r a l l y ,  c h a r g e d  m a n i p u l a t i o n .  The f u s i o n  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  

t h e  permanent  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ,  however ,  was 

e l e c t e d  u n a n i m o u s l y . i *

When t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  c o m m it te e  was u n a b l e  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  

p a r t y  p l a t f o r m  a t  t h e  a p p o i n t e d  t im e ,  J .  Ï .  C a l l a h a n  was i n 

v i t e d  t o  t h e  p l a t f o r m .  As he was no t  a Democrat  he d e c l i n e d  

t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ,  b u t  c o n s e n t e d  t o  answ er  qu es 

t i o n s .  W. s .  Denton a sk e d  t h e  f i r s t  and most damaging qu es 

t i o n .  He w an ted  t o  know i f  C a l l a h a n  had  v o te d  i n  f a v o r  of 

mixed s c h o o l s  w h i l e  s e r v i n g  on h i s  d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l  b o a rd .  

The P o p u l i s t  nominee  a d m i t t e d  t o  v o t i n g  f o r  t h e  measure  i n  

o r d e r  t o  lo w e r  t a x e s ,  b u t  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were  no b l a c k s  i n  

t h e  s c h o o l  h i s  c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d e d .  A l though  C a l l a h a n ' s  f a -

C h a n d le r  P u b l i c i s t ,  28 August 1896 and Norman P e o p l e s  
Vo i c e ,  28 AÏÏgüi t” Ï896-

1 2  Alva P i o n e e r ,  31 J u l y  1896; Norman S t a t e  Democrat ,  10 
Sep tem ber  Ï8 9 6  and Norman P e o p le s  V o ic e ,  ” 11 September  
1896.
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t h e r  had s e r v e d  in  t h e  Onion Army d u r in g  t h e  C i v i l  War, h i s  

w i fe  was t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  a fo rm er  C o n f e d e r a t e  s o l d i e r ,  he 

c l a i m e d ,  and t h u s ,  he  would n e v e r  " l e t  h e r  c h i l d r e n  and mine 

go t o  s c h o o l  w i th  c o l o r e d  c h i l d r e n . "  C a l l a h a n  was th e n  

ask ed  i f  h e  was a p r o h i b i t i o n i s t .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  he was a 

a t  t h e  p e r s o n a l  l e v e l ,  b u t  was n o t  a p o l i t i c a l  p r o h i b i t i o n 

i s t .  Denton t h e n  a sk ed  i f  he  would s u p p o r t  S e w a l l .  C a l l a h a n  

r e p l i e d  i n  t h e  a f f i r m a t i v e .  J .  L.  I s e n b e r g ,  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  

t h e  D em ocra t ic  Enid  l a v e , t h e n  a sked  a b o u t  Watson. C a l l a h a n  

s a i d  h e  was f o r  him, t o o ,  and  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  two p a r t i e s '  

n a t i o n a l  c o m m i t t e e s  would work o u t  a d e a l  on t h e  v i c e - p r e s i 

d e n t i a l  n o m i n a t i o n . » 3

S i n c e  f u s i o n i s t s  were p a s s i o n a t e  f o r  t h e  P o p u l i s t  c a n d i 

d a t e ' s  n o m i n a t i o n ,  and i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y ,  t h e  i n q u i s i t o r s  were 

howled down a f t e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n  on th e  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t i a l  nom

i n e e .  C a l l a h a n  had p a r r i e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  w e l l  and f u s i o n i s t s  

d id  n o t  want t o o  deep  an i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  c a n d i d a t e ' s  b ack 

ground o r  b e l i e f s .  As Mort B i x l e r  l a t e r  p u t  i t ,  C a l l a h a n  

was " f o r  and a g a i n s t  mixed s c h o o l s ,  he was a p r o h i b i t i o n i s t  

t h a t  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  p r o h i b i t i o n  and he was i n  f a v o r  o f  

Bryan and S e w a l l  and Bryan and W atson ."  Both Democrats  and 

P o p u l i s t s  c l e a r l y  tr immed much o f  what t h e y  s t o o d  f o r  t o  e f 

f e c t  t h e  f u s i o n  o f  1896.**

13 Norman P e o p l e s  Voice .  11 September  1896 and Norman, S t a t e  
Democ r a t ,  10 September  1896.

1* Norman S t a t e  Democ r a t .  10 S e p t e m b e r  1 8 9 6 .



289

I n  an a t t e m p t  t o  end t h e  d e b a t e  a f a s i o n i s t  d e l e g a t e  

f i n a l l y  moved t h a t  B i x l e r ,  Denton and Hoffman be a p p o i n t e d  a 

com m it tee  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  D ennis  F ly n n  on mixed 

s c h o o l s ,  p r o h i b i t i o n  and S e w a l l .  When t h e  p a r t y  p l a t f o r m  

en dorsed  a f u s i o n  t i c k e t ,  i t  was app roved  o v e rw h e lm in g ly .  

Dan Peery ,  a member of  t h e  f i r s t  two t e r r i t o r i a l  l e g i s l a 

t u r e s ,  t h e n  moved t h a t  C a l l a h a n  be e n d o r s e d .  The P o p u l i s t  

nominee was e l e c t e d  by v o i c e  v o t e ,  a c o n f e r e n c e  com m it tee  t o  

meet w i th  t h i r d  p a r t y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  was a p p o i n t e d  and t h e  

c o n v en t io n  t h e n  ad jo u rn ed .» ®

Roy Hoffman p l a y e d  t h e  p a r t  o f  p a r t y  l o y a l i s t  i n  t h e  wake 

o f  t h e  D em o cra t ic  t e r r i t o r i a l  c o n v e n t i o n .  He d e c l a r e d  t h a t  

t h e  Democrats  and P o p u l i s t s  " t h i n k  e x a c t l y  a l i k e  on e s s e n 

t i a l  i s s u e s . "  Both p a r t i e s ,  he c l a i m e d ,  opposed  monopoly,  

c o r p o r a t e  r u l e  and a g g r e g a t e d  w e a l th .  They a l s o  a g re ed  upon 

a re fo rm  o f  t h e  c u r r e n c y .  Excep t  f o r  s p e c i f i c  d e n u n c i a t i o n s  

o f  mixed s c h o o l s  and t h e  a n t i - f u s i o n  law ,  t h e  1896 Democrat 

i c  t e r r i t o r i a l  p l a t f o r m  was g u i t e  s i m i l a r  t o  i t s  P o p u l i s t  

c o u n t e r p a r t .  D e n u n c i a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Fegan Fee B i l l ,  r e p e a l  of  

u s u r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  and t h e  GOP ge r ry m an d e r  were a l l  i n c l u d e d .  

Accord ing  t o  Jo h n  A l l a n ,  Mort B i x l e r  found o u t  t h a t  h i s  s t a 

t u s  i n  th e  D em ocra t ic  p a r t y  was " a b o u t  t h e  same a s  any o t h e r  

R e p u b l i c a n . " » *

»® Norman P e o p le s  V o ic e . 11 September  1896 and Norman S t a t e  
St a t e  Democra t ,  10 September 1896.

»* G u th r i e  We e k l y Oklahoma l e a d e r .  10 8 17 September  1896 
and Nor man P e o p le s  VÔIc e . ‘~ 1 l"Sep tem ber  1896.
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James Y. C a l l a h a n  embarked upon an e x t e n s i v e  s p e a k in g  

t o u r  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  campaign-  He 

spoke  p r i m a r i l y  on f r e e  s i l v e r ,  b u t  gave  some t im e  t o  f r e e  

homes and s i n g l e  s t a t e h o o d ,  which b o th  Democrats  and Popu

l i s t s  e n d o r s e d .  Rhea t h e  P o p u l i s t  c a n d i d a t e ' s  campaign  man

a g e r ,  S p e n c e r  S a n d e r s ,  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  K i n g f i s h e r  B e f o r n 

e r , was s e v e r e l y  i n j u r e d  i n  a f a l l  from a t r a i n  on a 

campaign t r i p ,  some P o p u l i s t s  c h a r g e d  f o u l  p l a y .  V in c e n t ,  

however,  l a b e l e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t  an a c c i d e n t -  The f u s i o n  c a n 

d i d a t e  i s s u e d  numerous  c h a l l e n g e s  t o  Dennis  F lynn  f o r  a 

j o i n t  d e b a t e ,  b u t  t h e  GOP c a n d i d a t e  s t u d i o u s l y  a v o id e d  h i s  

o p p o n e n t .  F lynn  campaigned  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  on t h e  f r e e  

homes i s s u e . * ?

A l l  P o p u l i s t  l e a d e r s  and most D em ocra t ic  l e a d e r s  s u p p o r t 

ed C a l l a h a n ' s  c a n d i d a c y .  T. J .  Lowe, t h e  second  r a n k in g  

C l e v e l a n d  a p p o i n t e e  in  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ,  even  spoke  i n  f a v o r  o f  

C a l l a h a n  and b i m e t a l l i s m .  F o u r  D em ocra t ic  new spaper  e d i 

t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Mort B i x l e r  o f  t h e  Norman S t a t e  D em ocra t , 

however ,  r e f u s e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  P o p u l i s t  c a n d i d a t e .  The 

t e r r i t o r i a l  f u s i o n  a r r a n g e m e n t  c a l l e d  f o r  C le v e l a n d  County 

Democrats  t o  e n d o r s e  John  A l la n  f o r  a s eco n d  te rm  i n  t h e  

C o u n c i l ,  which B i x l e r  opposed.*®

*? G u t h r i e  Week l y Oklahoma L e a d e r , 24 Sep tem ber  1896; Norman 
P e o p le s  V o ic e ,  2 O c to b e r  Ï 8 9 6 ;  G u t h r i e  Okl ahoma Be p r e s e n -  
t a t i v e , 29 O c to b e r  1896; Elmer F r a k e r ,  "The Sp read  o f  Po
p u l i s m  i n t o  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ®  [M a s te r s  t h e s i s ,  
O n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma, 1938) , pp.  57 -58 ;  G u t h r i e  Oklaho
ma Repre s e n t a t i v e ,  27 August 1896; Norman Peo p l e s  V o ic e , 
16 O c to b e r  1896 and Alva Re p u b l i c an ,  14 August  1896.
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Democra ts  and P o p u l i s t s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  f u s e d  oa F ree  S i l v e r  

c a n d i d a t e s  i n  tw e lv e  C o u n c i l  and  tw en ty  two House r a c e s  i n  

1896. D em ocra ts  d e c l i n e d  t o  f u s e  on t h e  C l e v e l a n d  County 

C o u n c i l  and House s e a t s . i *  A t h r e e - w a y  r a c e  a l s o  emerged i n  

House d i s t r i c t  no .  25,  which i n c l u d e d  C u s t e r ,  G r e e r ,  Roger 

M i l l s  and W ash i ta  C o u n t i e s .  On e l e c t i o n  day D em ocra ts  won 

narrow  p l u r a l i t y  v i c t o r i e s  i n  t h e  C l e v e l a n d  County  r a c e s ,  

w h i l e  P o p u l i s t  G. P. C h e r r y  c a r r i e d  House d i s t r i c t  n o .  25.  

I n  House d i s t r i c t  no .  2 3 ,  which i n c l u d e d  A lv a ,  i n  Woods 

C oun ty ,  A. E. H er r  r a n  a s t r a i g h t  P o p u l i s t  r a c e  a g a i n s t  a 

F ree  S i l v e r  nominee and t h e  incum bent  R e p u b l i c a n ,  George W. 

V i c k e r s .  H e r r  o u t p o l l e d  t h e  F r e e  S i l v e r  c a n d i d a t e  by  a two 

t o  one m a r g in ,  and came w i t h i n  f i f t e e n  v o t e s  o f  b e a t i n g  

V i c k e r s .  M i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d  and  r e n e g a d e  R e p u b l i c a n  c a n d i 

d a c i e s  i n  t h e  G u t h r i e  House and C o u n c i l  d i s t r i c t s  p roved  i n 

c o n s e q u e n t i a l .  2 0

18 G u t h r i e  Weekly Oklahoma  L e a d e r , 12 November 1896 and  Nor
man S t a t e  Dem ocra t .  29 O c to b e r  B 10 Sep tem ber  1896.  Oth
e r  D e m o cra t ic  n e w sp a p e r s  which r e f u s e d  t o  e n d o r s e  C a l l a 
han were  t h e  P e r r y  No b l e  County  S e n t i n e l ,  Shawnee C h i e f , 
and  t h e  Yukon Week l y .

18 The C o u n c i l  s e a t  and one o f  t h e  two House s e a t s  f o r  
C l e v e l a n d  County  a l s o  to o k  i n  p a r t  o f  P o t t a w a to m ie  Coun
t y .

20 G u t h r i e  Weekly Ok l a h o ma Le a de r , 26 Novewmber 1896 and 
Alva Rep u b l i c a n ,~22~NÔvêmbir Ï 8 9 6 .  I n  House d i s t r i c t  no.  
26 ,  which i n c l u d e d  Beaver  and Woodward C o u n t i e s ,  i n  f a r  
w e s te rn  Oklahoma, an  i n d e p e n d e n t  c a n d i d a c y  a p p e a r e d ,  bu t  
a s t r a i g h t  Democrat  won a p l u r a l i t y  v i c t o r y .  No F ree  
S i l v e r  o r  P o p u l i s t  c a n d i d a t e s  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h i s  r a n c h i n g  
d i s t r i c t .
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On e l e c t i o n  day James 7 .  C a l l a h a n  von a narrow v i c t o r y  

o v e r  Dennis  F lynn  i n  t h e  d e l e g a t e  r a c e ,  c a r r y i n g  f i f t e e n  o f  

t h e  t e r r i t o r y ’ s  tw e n ty  t h r e e  c o u n t i e s .  B ecause  o f  t h e  Re

p u b l i c a n  g e r r y m a n d e r ,  which s p r e a d  t h e  GOP v o t e  o u t  i n  a n t i 

c i p a t i o n  o f  a t h r e e - w a y  r a c e .  R e p u b l i c a n s  won o n ly  t h r e e  

s e a t s  i n  t h e  1897 House and  none i n  t h e  C o u n c i l .  GOP c a n d i 

d a t e s  i n  Logan { G u th r ie )  County and B l a i n e  County  won m a jo r 

i t y  v i c t o r i e s ,  w h i l e  George B. T i c k e r s  was r e e l e c t e d  t o  h i s  

House s e a t  i n  a  p l u r a l i t y  v i c t o r y - 2 1

T ab le  1 6 ,  which  p r e s e n t s  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  be tween  p a r t i 

s a n s h i p  and O k lahom an 's  p l a c e  o f  b i r t h  and r a c e ,  r e v e a l s  an 

i n c r e a s i n g  s e c t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  O k lahom a 's  v o t i n g  p a t t e r n s  

when compared t o  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  of p r e v i o u s  y e a r s  ( s e e  Ta

b l e s  3 aud 9 ) .  The GOP c o r r e l a t i o n  w i th  n o r t h e r n e r s  i s  

.4 3 0 3 0  i n  1892», . 4 7 0 4 6  i n  1894 and .56678  i n  1896.  While

t h e  o p e n in g  o f  t h e  h e a v i l y  n o r t h e r n  p o p u l a t e d  C herokee  S t r i p  

h e l p s  e x p l a i n  t h e  i n c r e a s e  be tween 1892 and 1894, o n ly  h e a v 

i l y  s o u t h e r n  p o p u l a t e d  G r e e r  County  was added  t o  t h e  Oklaho

ma T e r r i t o r y  be tw een  t h e  1894 and 1896 e l e c t i o n s .  F u s io n  i n  

1896 was t h e  p r im a r y  c a u s e  f o r  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  GDP- 

n o r t h e r n  c o r r e l a t i o n .  The c o r r e l a t i o n  be tween t h e  1896 Free  

S i l v e r  v o t e  and w h i t e  s o u t h e r n e r s  i s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  e i t h e r  t h e  

D e m o c r a t i c - w h i t e  s o u t h e r n  or  t h e  P o p u l i s t - w h i t e  s o u t h e r n  

c o r r e l a t i o n s  o f  1894. The 1896 f i g u r e  i s  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  a 

mixing o f  s o u t h e r n - b o r n  p a r t i s a n s  o f  b o th  a n t i - R e p u b l i c a n

2 1  The o f f i c i a l  v o t e  i n  t h e  d e l e g a t e  r a c e  was 27 ,4 3 5  f o r  
C a l l a h a n  to  2 6 ,2 6 7  f o r  F ly n n .
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p a r t i e s .  T h i s  m ix ing  e f f e c t  c an  a l s o  be o b s e r v e d  when w h i t e  

b o r d e r  s t a t e  n a t i v e s  and w h i t e  low er  s o u t h e r n e r s  a r e  t a k e n  

s e p a r a t e l y .

TABLE 16

P l a c e  o f  B i r t h  o r  Race by P a r t i s a n  C h o ic e ,  1896

1---- -  --- -T----
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1 P l a c e  o f  B i r t h  |
1 L

----- -  — r -
B e p u b l i c a n  |
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. . .  1 ...

F r e e  S i l v e r  | 
P a r t y  |

r - I 1 1
1 ' ............... 1
1 1 
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1 1t . ... . . 1 . ...

1
1

.56678  1 
1

.  __ I .

- . 5 6 6 7 8  1

..... J.,
1 1 ' " 4 1i I
i N o r t h e a s t  1 .*0471 1 - .4 0 4 7 1  1
1 1
J Midwest J 
1 1

.50390  1 
1
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1 1■ . . . . .  . 1 .

I
. . . . . .  ... .  .  .11-- ■ ■ - # I 1

• 1 .  # •r  1 1 1 " 111 1 
I White South  |
1 1 ■ I

- . 6 3 0 5 4  1
11

.63054  I

1 . ^ 1 
i 1
1 White Border  S t a t e s  1

1
1

- . 6 0 2 6 6  1 .6 0 2 6 6  1
1 1
I White Lower South  |
1 1 ■ . . 1

- . 5 4 0 6 3  1 
If

.54063  i

1 ■ J - # M1 .  1 1 ......  ..  11 ---  -------- #I 1
------  _ . . _

11 J
1 B la ck s  1

# . , ........ I

.25407  1 
I

- . 2 5 4 0 7  1
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1 European i
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1
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T a b le  17,  which p r e s e n t s  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  be tween  th e  

f r e e  S i l v e r  v o t e  o f  1896 and t h e  D em o cra t ic  and P o p u l i s t  

v o t e s  o f  1892 and 1894, r e v e a l s  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  D em o cra t ic  

n a t u r e  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  1896 C a l l a h a n  c a n d i d a c y .  A l though 

bo th  a n t i - R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t i e s  show p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  

t h e  f r e e  S i l v e r  v o t e  i n  1892,  when P o p u l i s t s  d i d  p o o r l y  a t  

t h e  p o l l s ,  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  c o r r e l a t i o n  was s t i l l  weaker 

th a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  D e m o cr a t i c  p a r t y .  The v o t e  r e s u l t i n g  from 

th e  s t r i c t l y  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d  1894 P o p u l i s t  cam paign ,  

which i n c r e a s e d  t h e  p a r t y ' s  c o r r e l a t i o n  w i th  n o r t h e r n e r s  and 

c a t a p u l t e d  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  i n t o  t h e  r o l e  o f  b e i n g  t h e  

c o p ' s  m ajor  o p p o n e n t ,  b e a r s  a lm o s t  no r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  

1896 F r e e  S i l v e r  b a l l o t .

TABLE 17

1895 F r e e  S i l v e r  Vote by D em o cra t ic  and P o p u l i s t  

Votes o f  1892 S 1894

Ye a r

1892

1894

D em ocra t ic
P a r t y

.55843

.62990

P e o p l e ' s  
P a r t y

.37358

- .0 9 9 4 1
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Looking a t  t h e  p rob lem  o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  makeup o f  t h e  

1896 v o t e  from t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  s i d e  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e  i s  more 

r e v e a l i n g -  D enn is  F lynn  r e c e i v e d  m a j o r i t i e s  i n  o n ly  two 

c o u n t i e s ,  Logan and B eav e r ,  i n  1894- He r e c e i v e d  m a j o r i t i e s  

i n  e i g h t  i n  1896- A l though  h i s  1896 p o l l  was 28.5% above 

h i s  1894 b a l l o t ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  

r o s e  23-7% between t h e  two e l e c t i o n s -  Much o f  F l y n n ' s  i n 

c r e a s e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  can  be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  a s im p le  g row th  o f  

t h e  t e r r i t o r y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n , C a l l a h a n ' s  v o t e  i n  1896, how

e v e r ,  was a c t u a l l y  2-2% below t h e  combined v o t e  o f  B isby  and 

Beaumont i n  1894. O bv ious ly  t h e r e  was a s u b s t a n t i a l  d i s a f 

f e c t i o n  w i th  a f u s i o n  i n  1896 among a n t i - R e p u b l i c a n  v o t e r s .  

V o te r  t u r n o u t  i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  dropped  from 81.2% 

i n  1894 t o  72.6% i n  1896. T a b le  17 s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i t  was 

m os t ly  P o p u l i s t s  who l o s t  t h e  m o t i v a t i o n  t o  v o t e  when p r e 

s e n t e d  w i th  t h e  f u s i o n  t i c k e t  o f  1896.

S in c e  t h e  1892 P o p u l i s t  v o t e  was more s t r o n g l y  c o r r e l a t e d  

w i th  t h e  1896 F r e e  S i l v e r  b a l l o t  t h a n  t h e  1894 t h i r d  p a r t y  

p o l l ,  t h o s e  most d i s e n c h a n t e d  w i th  f u s i o n  i n  1896 were 

l a r g e l y  t h e  same p e o p l e  f i r s t  a t t r a c t e d  to  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r 

t y  th ro u g h  th e  s t r o n g  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d  campaign o f  1894-23

2 2  The c o r r e l a t i o n  between F l y n n ' s  1894 and 1896 v o t e s  i s  
.  82420-

23 An up t u r n  i n  t h e  economy does  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  be a m ajo r  
f a c t o r  i n  t h e  d r o p o u t  o f  P o p u l i s t  v o t e r s -  While  t h e  com
modi ty  p r i c e s  f o r  c r o p s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  m a in s t ream  p a r t y  
v o t e r s ,  namely c o t t o n  and w h ea t ,  r o s e ,  t h e  c r o p s  most 
c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  P o p u l i s t  v o t e r s ,  c o r n  and h o g s ,  
d e c l i n e d  between t h e  two e l e c t i o n s -  C o t to n  p r i c e s  r o s e  
from 4-592 p e r  pound i n  1894 t o  6 -662  i n  1896 and wheat
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Ralph B ea u m o n t ' s  campaign  had been t h o r o u g h l y  w i t h i n  t h e  

l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  e g a l i t a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n .  He had f o 

c u se d  upon a  b r o a d l y  b a se d  r e f o r m  p ack ag e  d e s i g n e d  t o  b r i n g  

i n d u s t r i a l i z i n g  America i n t o  l i n e  w i th  t h e  mora l  i m p e r a t i v e s  

o f  J e f f e r s o n i a n  dem ocracy .  I n  1896, P o p u l i s t s  s u p p o r t e d  a 

Democrat  f o r  p r e s i d e n t ,  e m p h as iz ed  f r e e  s i l v e r  t o  t h e  d e t r i 

ment o f  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  o t h e r  i s s u e s  a n d ,  i n  Oklahoma, f o 

c u s e d  p r i m a r i l y  upon t h e  t a x  i s s u e .

Narrowing  t h e  P o p u l i s t  a p p e a l  t o  e m p h as iz e  f r e e  s i l v e r  i n  

1896 was n o t  an i s o l a t e d  e v e n t .  Around t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  

t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  o t h e r  b r o a d  r e f o r m i s t  g r o u p s ,  such  a s  p r o 

h i b i t i o n i s t s  and t h e  women's r i g h t s  movement, a l s o  s u b s t a n 

t i a l l y  n a r ro w ed  t h e i r  demands.  On th e  l i q u o r  q u e s t i o n  th e  

b r o a d l y  r e f o r m i s t  P r o h i b i t i o n  p a r t y ,  which had a  p l a t f o r m  

q u i t e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  Omaha p l a t f o r m  i n  t h e  

1890s ,  gave way t o  t h e  p r im acy  o f  t h e  s i n g l e  i s s u e  A n t i - S a 

loon  l e a g u e .  The women's r i g h t s  movement a l s o  changed  from 

a b r o a d l y  r e f o r m i s t  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o  a s i n g l e  i s s u e ,  woman's 

s u f f r a g e  g roup  i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  Such t r a n s i t i o n s  

b e t r a y e d  a weaken ing  o f  c o n f i d e n c e  on t h e  p a r t  o f  a d v o c a t e s  

i n  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  r e a l l y  t r a n s f o r m  American s o c i e t y .  The 

r e s u l t  was a  s h i f t  i n  t h e  e m p h a s i s  o f  r e f o r m  from t h e  o l d e r

p r i c e s  r o s e  from *8 .90  p e r  b u s h e l  i n  189* t o  72 .10  i n  
1896. The s e l l i n g  p r i c e  f o r  c o rn  d ropped  from *5 .10  p e r  
b u s h e l  i n  189* t o  21 .* 0  i n  1896 and t h e  p r i c e  o f  hogs 
d ropped  from $6 .0 6  p e r  h ead  i n  189* t o  $ * . 5 0 .  S t a t i s t i -  
S â l  A t l a s  o f  t h e  O n b i t e d  S t a t e s  from C o l o n i a i  Times t o  
1957. [Washington:  Bureau o f  t h e  C ensus ,  1961) ,  pp.  291,
297~G 301.
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j u s t i c e  o r i e n t e d ,  b r o a d l y  r e f o r m i s t  movements ,  which s o u g h t  

m ajor  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  s y s t e m ,  t o  t h e  more p r a g m a t i c ,  e x p e 

d i e n c y  o r i e n t e d  s i n g l e  i s s u e  cam pa igns  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  cen

t u r y ,  which o n ly  s o u g h t  s e l e c t i v e  c h an g e s  i n  c o n tem p o ra r y  

s o c i e t y .  T h i s  p e r i o d  o f  change  from j u s t i c e  t o  e x p e d ie n c y  

o r i e n t e d  r e f o r m  a l s o  w i t n e s s e d  a 30% d ro p  i n  v o t e r  p a r t i c i 

p a t i o n ,  z*

A l th o u g h  W i l l i am  J e n n i n g s  B r y a n ' s  f r e e  s i l v e r  campaign 

was a f a i l u r e ,  Americans  d i d  a d o p t  p r o h i b i t i o n  i n  1919 and 

woman's s u f f r a g e  i n  1920. V o te r  t u r n o u t ,  n o t a b l y ,  was low er  

f o r  t h e  1920 and  1924 e l e c t i o n s  t h a n  f o r  any  o t h e r  modern 

American p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n s .  The w id e ly  a c c e p t e d  b e l i e f  

t h a t  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  p o l i t i c i a n s  r e f u s e d  t o  f a c e  t h e  

i s s u e s  c o n f r o n t i n g  i n d u s t r i a l i z i n g  A m erica ,  w h i l e  t h e  p ro 

g r e s s i v e  r e f o r m e r s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  d i d ,  ap

p e a r s  q u e s t i o n a b l e  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  d e c l i n e  i n  

v o t e r  t u r n o u t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Many American v o t e r s  o f  

t h i s  e r a  c l e a r l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  s o m e th in g  n e a r  t h e  o p p o s i t e  

was t r u e .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  many Oklahoma v o t e r s  m o b i l i z e d  in  

t h e  b r o a d l y  r e f o r m i s t  t h i r d  p a r t y  campaign o f  1894 found  th e  

more e x p e d i e n t  J e k y l l  and Hyde f u s i o n  o f  1896 u n r e w a r d in g .

2* A i le e n  K r a d i t o r ,  The I d e a s  o f  t h e  WgmanlS S u f f r a g e  Move
ment ,  1890- 1 920 (New York: Columbia  O n i o v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,
Ï 9 6 7 ) , pp.  43-56 6 6 8 -7 4 .  N a t ionw ide  v o t e r  t u r n o u t  i n  
t h e  e l e c t i o n  of  1896 was 79.3%. In  1924 t u r n o u t  r e a c h e d  
i t s  modern n a d i r  of 48.9%.
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T a b le  17 shows t h a t  b l a c k s  and Europeans  had a s i g n i f i 

c a n t l y  reduced  c o r r e l a t i o n  w i th  t h e  GOP in  1896 when com

p a r e d  t o  1894.  B la c k s  and E u r o p e a n s ,  however ,  made up l e s s  

than  10% o f  t h e  Oklahoma p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  1890s .  The r e 

duced c o r r e l a t i o n s  were l a r g e l y  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  GOP's de 

c l i n i n g  v o t e  i n  c o u n t i e s  where t h e s e  two g ro u p s  were numer

ous.  C o n s u l t i n g  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  d e r i v e d  from tow n sh ip  

l e v e l  d a ta  i n  c o u n t i e s  where b l a c k s  and E uropeans  were num

e r o u s ,  however,  shows t h a t  t h e r e  r e a l l y  was l i t t l e  change  i n  

t h e i r  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  be tw een  1894 and

1896.25

T a b le  18 ,  which p r e s e n t s  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  be tween urban  

r e s i d e n c e  and a n t i - R e p u b l i c a n  v o t e s  i n  1894 and 1896 f o r  

t h o s e  c o u n t i e s  w i th  u s a b l e  d a t a  f o r  bo th  e l e c t i o n s ,  shows a 

mixing e f f e c t  be tween u rb a n  Democrats  and  r u r a l  P o p u l i s t s ,  

e x c e p t  i n  C an ad ian ,  L i n c o ln  and Logan C o u n t i e s .  L i n c o ln  and 

Logan C o u n t i e s  e x p e r i e n c e d  u n u s u a l l y  h ig h  t u r n o u t s  i n  1896, 

which k e p t  t h e  F r e e  S i l v e r  c o r r e l a t i o n  with  r u r a l  r e s i d e n c e  

h i g h .  The weakness  o f  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  i n  C anad ian  County  i n  

1894 e x p l a i n s  t h e  a b e r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  l o c a l i t y . 2 * T ab le  19, 

which shows t h e  p a r t i s a n  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  u rb a n  r e s i d e n c e

25 B lack s  made up more t h a n  10% o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  o n ly
f o u r  c o u n t i e s  i n  t h e  1890s- Township l e v e l  d a t a  i s  a v i a -
l a b l e  f o r  t h r e e  o f  them; K i n g f i s h e r ,  Logan and Oklahoma. 
The R e p u b l i c a n - b l a c k  c o r r e l a t i o n s  a c t u a l l y  r o s e  s l i g h t l y  
i n  t h e s e  c o u n t i e s  be tw een  1894 and 1896. Data  c o u ld  n o t  
b e  found  f o r  B la in e  County ,  t h e  o t h e r  c o u n ty  w i th  a b l a c k  
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  more t h a n  10%.

2 6  O f  t h e  c o u n t i e s  l i s t e d  i n  T a b l e  18,  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y
came in t h i r d  i n  1894 o n ly  i n  C anad ian  County .



299

TABLE 18

Orban R e s id e n c e  by A n t i - R e p u b l i c a n  V ote ,  1894 S 1896

) County 

1 .................

— T---------------------------------
1 D e m o cra t i c  
1 P a r t y , 1894
« ,, ......... ■

-T  ---------- --------T-
1 F ree  S i l v e r  J 
1 P a r t y , 1896 |
1 ............. 1

P e o p l e ' s  J 
P a r t y , 1894 J

1
1

■ T 1 1 1
1 Canadian 1 .2 1 6 8 2 1 - . 4 8 7 3 4  1 - . 4 3 5 5 9  1

I C le v e l a n d
1
1 .4 0 4 4 9

1 1
I - . 0 0 2 5 1  1 
1 1

- . 6 2 1 0 8  1

1 K i n g f i s h e r 1 .42572  
1

I - . 2 2 2 3 2  1 
1 1

- . 4 9 8 1 5  1

1 L i n c o ln 1 .0 1 8 4 5 1 - . 3 2 1 6 5  1 - . 2 7 6 1 5  I

1 Logan J .45591 J - . 6 1 4 7 2  1 - . 6 2 3 2 8  1

1 Oklahoma 1 .3 5 6 7 9
1 1 
1 - . 0 6 4  02 1 
1 1

- . 4 4 9 7 4  1

1 Payne
1
1 .5 1 6 0 0 J .3 5 7 9 3  1 

1 1
- .0 2 2 0 1  1

1 Hoods J .4 3 0 1 7  
\
J_________

1 - . 0 1 0 6 4  1
1 1
J_________-  i—

- . 4 0 7 9 4  1

i n  C l e v e l a n d  and C u s t e r  C o u n t i e s ,  where t h r e e - w a y  House r a c 

e s  o c c u r r e d  in  1896, r e v e a l s  a c o n t i n u i n g  r u r a l  b a s i s  o f  Po

p u l i s t  s u p p o r t ,  a l t h o u g h  a t  a lower  l e v e l  t h a n  i n  1894 i n  

C le v la n d  County (see  T a b le  18 ) .

Tab le  2 0,  which p r e s e n t s  t h e  p a r t i s a n  c o r r e l a t i o n m s  with  

s e v e r a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r s  i n  1896, r e v e a l s  a minor  r e d u c 

t i o n  i n  t h e  GOP c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  c o t t o n  and wheat a c r e a g e  

compared t o  1894 ( s e e  t a b l e  13) .  The s e l l i n g  p r i c e  f o r  b o th  

com m odi t ie s  r o s e  be tw een  1894 and 1896. T h i s  made t h e  GOP's 

r o l e  a s  t h e  p a r t y  o f  d e p r e s s i o n  v i c t i m s  in  t h e  Oklahoma T e r -
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1----- -----------
TABLE 19

------- -1

Drban R es id e n c e  by P a r t i s a n  C h o ic e ,

1896 House and D e l e g a t e  Races

i County

I
1 R ep u b l i c a n
1 P a r t y  
1 .

1 ' ....... 1 1
1 D e m o cra t ic  {F ree  S i l v e r ]  
1 P a r t y  | P a r t y  j
1 . . .  . J . .... . 1

P e o p l e ' s  I 
P a r t y  |

11
' 1' — 1 
1 1

I C le v e l an d  
1 County

1
1
11

I 1
1 1 i 
i i 1 
1 1 1

1 D e le g a te 1 .00251  
1

I —  1 - . 0 0 2 5 1  1 
1 1 1

1

1 House I - . 2 0 5 3 8 1 .4 4 7 0 9  \ — 1 
1 1

- . 4 7 5 4 8  1

1 .

11 i 1 1 1 1 1r 11 ■ J ■ ..................... t  1
t i l

1 C u s t e r  
1 County*

1
1
11

1 1 
1 1 i 
1 I 1 
1 1 i

1 D e le g a t e 1 .32357  
1

1 —  1 - . 3 2 3 5 7  J
1 I 1

—— 1

1 House 1 .44030

_i____  ___

1 - . 0 1 8 2 0  1 — 1 
] 1 i

. J _______ _  — I__  ________J . .

- . 6 6 0 3 5  J

r i t o r y  l e s s  i m p o r t a n t .  R e p u b l i c a n  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  c o r n  

a c r e a g e  and hogs p e r  f a r m ,  which c o r r e l a t e d  p o s i t i v e l y  w i th  

t h e  P e o p l e ’ s  p a r t y  i n  1894, were  l a r g e l y  unchanged i n  1896. 

A com p ar i so n  o f  T a b le s  13 and  20 ,  o t h e r w i s e ,  shows a mixing  

o f  D e m o cra t i c  and P o p u l i s t  v o t e r s  i n  1896.2?

* C u s t e r  County was n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  t a b l e  b e 
c a u s e  1894 f i g u r e s  c o u ld  n o t  be l o c a t e d .

2? C o t to n  p r i c e s  r o s e  from 4 .5 9 0  p e r  pound i n  1894 t o  6 .660 
i n  1896 and wheat p r i c e s  r o s e  from 48 .90  p e r  b u s h e l  i n  
1894 to  7 2 .1 0  i n  1896. The s e l l i n g  p r i c e  f o r  c o r n  d r o p 
ped from 45 .10  p e r  b u s h e l  i n  1894 t o  2 1 .4 0  i n  1896 and 
t h e  p r i c e  o f  hogs d ropped  from $ 6 .0 6  p e r  head i n  1894 t o  
$4 .50
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r -  — ----------
TABLE 20

---- 1

1 A g r i c u l t u r a l F a c t o r s  by P a r t i s a n C h o ic e ,  1896*

1 .........................1
1 A g r i c u l t u r a l
1 F a c t o r  
•

Ï  ' ' .................
] R e p u b l i c a n  
i P a r t y  
1

1
1 F r e e  S i l v e r
1 P a r t y
1 . .................1 "" r  

1
I
1

1 Corn Acreage 1 - . 3 1 8 5 7 1 .3 1 8 5 7

1 C o t to n  a c r e a g e 1 - . 2 7 5 3 2 1 .2 7 5 3 2  
1

[ Wheat Acreage
1
1 .3 0 5 0 4
1t

1 - . 3 0 5 0 4
5
1

1 Hogs pe r  fa rm

1
1
1 .02281  
1

1
I
I - .0 2 2 8 1  
1

1 C a t t l e  p e r  f a rm 1 .17385  
1

_ j _____  _

1 - . 1 7 3 8 5  
1

___i— ___ —

T a b l e  2 1 ,  which p r e s e n t s  t h e  p a r t i s a n  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  a 

v a r i e t y  of economic  f a c t o r s  i n  1896, r e v e a l s  a r e d u c t i o n  i n  

t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  each  f a c t o r ' s  c o r r e l a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  GOP when 

compared w i t h  189h [see  T a b le  1 4 ) ,  The R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  

c o r r e l a t i o n s  i n  T a b le  14 t h a t  were n e g a t i v e  i n  1894 a r e  l e s s  

n e g a t i v e  i n  1896. Those  t h a t  were p o s i t i v e  i n  1894 a r e  low

e r  o r  even s l i g h t l y  n e g a t i v e  i n  1896. T h i s  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  of 

p a r t i s a n  c h o i c e  t u r n i n g  more on c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  s e c t i o n a l 

ism [see  T a b l e s  9 and 16) and l e s s  on economic  f a c t o r s  i n  

1896-

* S o u rce :  G u t h r i e  Okl ahoma Repr e s e n t a t i v e , 11 August  1894
and T w e l f th  C en s u s ,  Î9Ô0, A g r i c u l t u r e  [ P a r t  I ) , pp. 
179-80 ,  2 9 3 -9 4 ,  433 ,  470 6 471.
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TABLE 21

Economic F a c t o r s  by P a r t i s a n  C h o ic e ,  1896*

Economic
F a c t o r s

R ep u b l i ca n
P a r t y

F ree  S i l v e r  
P a r t y

Value of  A g r i c u l t u r e  
Per Improved Acre

Value  of A g r i c u l t u r e  
P e r  Farm

- .3 7 2 1 0

.29815

.3 7210

- .2 9 8 1 5

Value  of
farm Machinery

35705 - . 3 5 7 0 5

Tenancy,
Cash 8 S h a re

Cash Tenancy

S h a re  Tenancy

Value  of
M anufac tu red  Goods

- .0 9 4 8 7

.0 2 7 1 9

- . 1 6 3 1 5

,21594

.0 9487

.02719

.1 6 3 1 5

- .2 1 5 9 4

T a x a b le  Wealth  
Per C a p i t a

- . 3 9 7 0 0 ,39700

F u s io n  i n  1896 b l u n t e d  t h e  mora l c u t t i n g  edge  which 

s e r v e d  a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  m o b i l i z i n g  l e s s  c o m m e rc i a l ly  o r i e n t 

ed h i n t e r l a n d  f a r m e r s  i n t o  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  i n

* S ource :  G u t h r i e  Oklahoma R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 11 August 1894
and T w e l f th  C en su s ,  Ï 9 0 0 ,  Hanuf a c t o r i n g  [ P a r t  I I ) , p.  
730-31; A g r i c u l t u r e  ( P a r t  I ) ,  p p .  T 15, 293-94 and House 
E x e c u t i v e  Document 3089, R ep o r t  o f  t h e  Gover n o r  o f  Okla 
homa, 5 4nd C o n g r e s s ,  2nd s e s s i o n .  Vol.  XVI (1896) ,  pp. 
422-23.
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t h e  1890s.  The overwhelming v i c t o r y  o f  f u s i o n  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  

1895 l e g i s l a t i v e  r a c e s  was p r i m a r i l y  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  Re

p u b l i c a n  ge r ry m an d e r  which b a c k f i r e d  when Democrats  and Po

p u l i s t s  c i r c u m v e n te d  t h e  a n t i - f u s i o n  law o f  1895. C a l l a 

h a n ’ s  v i c t o r y  o v e r  F lynn  i n  t h e  d e l e g a t e  r a c e ,  on t h e  o t h e r  

hand ,  was e x c e p t i o n a l l y  c l o s e .  A cco rd ing  t o  e x p o n e n t s  of 

f u s i o n ,  however,  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t  was h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l .  Po

p u l i s t s  s e a t e d  o n ly  e l e v e n  men i n  t h e  1895 l e g i s l a t u r e ,  they  

would s e a t  tw e n ty  i n  1897- Even more i m p o r t a n t ,  t h e  Repub

l i c a n  l e g i s l a t i v e  d e l e g a t i o n  d ropped  from tw e n ty  f o u r  t o  

t h r e e ,  and a P o p u l i s t  r e p l a c e d  Dennis  F lynn  i n  t h e  Un i ted  

S t a t e s  C o n g re s s .  C la r k  Hudson, a s t r o n g  e x p o n e n t  o f  f u s i o n ,  

compared t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  1894 and 1896 e l e c t i o n s  and p ro 

c la im e d  f u s i o n  a s u c c e s s .  P o p u l i s t s  had l e a r n e d  t h a t  " i n  

un ion  t h e r e  i s  s t r e n g t h , "  he  c l a i m e d .  O th e r  f u s i o n i s t s ,  

such a s  n a t i o n a l  committeeman R. H. F r e n c h ,  l i k e w i s e  c a l l e d  

upon P o p u l i s t s  t o  " c o n t i n u e  t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n . "  Whether t h e  

1897 Oklahoma l e g i s l a t u r e  would p rove  t h e  v a l u e  o f  f u s i o n  to  

t h o s e  who c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  backbone  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ’ s  p a r t y  or 

n o t ,  r e m a in ed  t o  be  s e e n -* *

** Oklahoma C i t y  Oklahoma Champion i n  t h e  G u t h r i e  Oklahoma 
Rep r e s e n t a t i v e ,  3 ’’D e c e i b e r ~ 8 9 5 ” and C h an d le r  P u b l i c i s t ,  4 
December 1896.



C h a p t e r  ZI 

BEFOBBEBS &T BOBK: THE 1897 LEGISLATOBE

E x c i t e m e n t  pe rvaded  t h e  c i t y  of  G u t h r i e  a s  t h e  o p e n in g  of  

t h e  f o u r t h  l e g i s l a t u r e  n e a r e d .  L e g i s l a t o r s ,  p a r t y  l e a d e r s ,  

t h e  p r e s s ,  l o b b y i s t s  and an army o f  a s p i r a n t s  f o r  a p p o i n t i v e  

o f f i c e  f l o o d e d  t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y  i n  t h e  week b e f o r e  t h e  a s 

sembly n e t .  R efo rm ers  would f i n a l l y  have  t h e i r  day .  When 

t h e  House went i n t o  s e s s i o n  on J a n u a r y  12, 1897, one o f  t h e  

f i r s t  r e s o l u t i o n s  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  c u t t i n g  o f  a l a r g e  window 

i n  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of  t h e  lo w e r  chamber t o  l e t  i n  s u f f i c i e n t  

l i g h t  f o r  r e f o r m e r s  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e i r  m i s s i o n .  Bold a c t i o n  

was e x p e c t e d  o f  t h e  f o u r t h  a ssem b ly  and t h e  members,  e s p e 

c i a l l y  i n  t h e  House where P o p u l i s t s  had a  p l u r a l i t y ,  seemed 

t o  be c l e a r i n g  t h e  decks  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  a g e n e r a l  a s 

s a u l t  upon t h e  t e r r i t o r y ’ s  s t a t u t e  books .*

The R e p u b l i c a n  g e r ry m a n d e r  o f  1895 p roduced  a l e g i s l a t u r e  

i n  1897 markedly  d i f f e r e n t  from i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r .  GOP law

makers s p r e a d  o u t  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  v o te  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  a 

t h r e e - w a y  r a c e  i n  1896. The p l a n  b a c k f i r e d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  when 

D em ocra ts  and P o p u l i s t s  c i r c u m v e n t e d  t h e  a n t i - f u s i o n  law o f

» G u t h r i e  Oklahoma R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  1* J a n u a r y  1897 and Guth-  
r ï ë  Weekly Oklahoma L e a d e r ,  14 J a n u a r y  1897.

-  304 -
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1895 and f i e l d e d  c a n d i d a t e s  u n d e r  th e  F r e e  S i l v e r  p a r t y  

h e a d i n g .  T w e n ty - f o u r  R e p u b l i c a n s  s a t  i n  t h e  1895 Assembly.  

I n  1897 t h e  GOP s e n t  o n ly  t h r e e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  G u t h r i e .  

D em ocra ts  and  P o p u l i s t s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r  

l e g i s l a t i v e  d e l e g a t i o n s  from f o u r  and e l e v e n ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  

i n  1895 to  e i g h t e e n  each  i n  1897.2

S i n c e  v o t e r  t u r n o u t  d ro p p e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  among P o p u l i s t s  

i n  1896 t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  na r row  v i c t o r i e s  f o r  t h e  f o u r t h  

l e g i s l a t u r e .  Nine c a n d i d a t e s  { f i v e  D em ocra ts ,  two R e p u b l i 

c an s  and tw o P o p u l i s t s )  won t h e i r  s e a t s  by few er  t h a n  100 

v o t e s .  T hese  w inn ing  c a n d i d a t e s  b e a t  f o u r  R e p u b l i c a n s  and 

f i v e  P o p u l i s t s . 3 Had t h e  r e s u l t s  been  r e v e r s e d  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  

p a r t y  would have  had m a j o r i t i e s  i n  b o th  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  1897 

l e g i s l a t u r e .  I n  r e a l i t y ,  how ever .  Democra ts  e l e c t e d  s ev e n  

C o u n c i l o r s  and P o p u l i s t s  s i x .  I n  t h e  House t h e r e  were t h r e e  

R e p u b l i c a n s ,  e l e v e n  D em ocra ts  and t w e l v e  P o p u l i s t s .  T h i r d  

p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r s  d i d  have  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s e c u r e  a n o t h e r  

s e a t  i n  t h e  1897 House when S. J .  F u l k e r s o n  o f  Woods County 

c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  R e p u b l i c a n  J .  P. D. H our iguand .  

The House, how ever ,  a g r e e d  t o  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  a s p e c i a l  com

m i t t e e  a s s i g n e d  to  t h e  c a s e  i n  which two Democra ts  and a Re

p u b l i c a n  o u t - v o t e d  t h e  two P o p u l i s t s  on t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  

F u l k e r s o n  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  showed Houriguand f a r

2 S e v e n te e n  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t s  and f o u r t e e n  o f  t h e  Democrat  
were  e l e c t e d  on f u s i o n  t i c k e t s .

3 T h ree  of t h e  w in n e r s  {a Democrat  and  two R e p u b l i c a n s )  d e 
f e a t e d  P o p u l i s t  c a n d i d a t e s  by l e s s  t h a n  20 v o t e s .
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more c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h a n  t h e  GOP bad e x h i b i t e d  i n  u n s e a t i n g  

George ConIson  i n  1895.♦

Because  p o l i t i c s  r e f l e c t s  a  v a r i e t y  o f  economic  and s o 

c i a l  c l e a v a g e s ,  a c o l l e c t i v e  b i o g r a p h y  o f  t h e  men who s a t  i n  

t h e  Oklahoma l e g i s l a t u r e s  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  e r a  p r e s e n t s  some 

i n t e r e s t i n g  r e v e l a t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  t h r e e  p a r t i e s .  P a r t i s a n  

a f f i l i a t i o n ,  p l a c e  o f  b i r t h ,  age  and o c c u p a t i o n  were a v a i l a 

b l e  on most o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  e r a ,  and f o r  

a l l  o f  t h o s e  who s a t  i n  t h e  1897 l e g i s l a t u r e . ^  T a b le  22 

shows t h e  p a r t i s a n  a f f i l i a t i o n  o f  th e  l e g i s l a t o r s  who s a t  i n  

t h e  Oklahoma a s s e m b l i e s  be tw een  1890 and 1901.& Although 

s e v e r a l  Oklahoma s p e c i a l i s t s  have  l a b e l e d  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  

p e r i o d  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  R e p u b l i c a n  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  GOP dominance

* G u t h r i e  O k la homa Re p r e s e n t a t i v e . 28 J a n u a r y  1897.

s Of t h e  204 men t o  s i t  i n  t h e  Oklahoma l e g i s l a t u r e  between 
1890 and 1901, u s a b l e  d a t a  beyond t h e  s o l o n ' s  p a r t i s a n  a f 
f i l i a t i o n  was l o c a t e d  f o r  184. The p a r t i s a n  a f f i l i a t i o n  
o f  each  man was d e t e r m i n e d .  P l a c e  o f  b i r t h  d a t a  was un
co v e r e d  f o r  68.4%, age  d a t a  f o r  77.8% and t h e  o c c u p a t i o n s  
o f  84.2% were  d e t e r m i n e d .  As e a c h  a ssem bly  had t h i r t y -  
n i n e  members t h e r e  were 234 s e a t s  f i l l e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  s i x  
l e g i s l a t u r e s .  T w e n ty - s ix  men s e r v e d  i n  two l e g i s l a t u r e s  
and two men s e r v e d  i n  t h r e e .  R o b e r t  J .  N i s b e t t  was th e  
o n ly  l e g i s l a t o r  t o  r e p r e s e n t  more t h a n  one p a r t y .  He was 
c a t a l o g u e d  a s  a Democrat  i n  1890 and 1901 and a P o p u l i s t  
i n  1895. The men f o r  whom no u s a b l e  d a t a  c o u ld  be d i s c o v 
e r e d  ( e x c e p t  p a r t y )  were  l i m i t e d  t o  t h r e e  l e g i s l a t u r e s ;  
1890 ( o n e ) ,  1893 (n in e )  and 1901 ( t e n ) .

‘  A v a r i e t y  o f  s o u r c e s  were c o n s u l t e d  i n  c o m p i l i n g  t h e  c o l 
l e c t i v e  b i o g r a p h y .  WPA i n d e x e s  o f  "mug book" h i s t o r i e s  
and new spapers  a r e  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  Oklahoma H i s t o r i c a l  So
c i e t y .  The fo r m e r  i s  a v a l u a b l e  s o u r c e .  D n f o r t u n a t e l y  
few n ew spapers  were  i n d e x e d .  Newspaper r e p o r t s  o f  e l e c 
t i o n  r e t u r n s  p roved  t o  be a p a r t i c u l a r l y  good s o u r c e  f o r  
d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  p a r t i s a n  a f f i l i a t i o n  o f  l e g i s l a t o r s .  When
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was f a r  mare a p p a r e n t  t h a n  r e a l . ?  R e p u b l i c a n s  e l e c t e d  o n ly  

48.7% o f  t h e  assemblymen i n  t h e  P o p u l i s t  e r a  and c o n t r o l l e d  

b o th  houses  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  o n ly  i n  1895 and 1 8 9 9 -« Fu

s i o n i s t s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  han d ,  o r g a n i z e d  b o th  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  

1890, 1893 and 1897 a s s e m b l i e s ,  and t h e  C o u n c i l  i n  1901.®

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p a r t i s a n  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  t h e  1897 l e g i s l a t u r e  

was d i f f e r e n t  f rom i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r s  i n  a number o f  o t h e r  

ways.  The f o u r t h  a ssem b ly  was t h e  o n ly  l e g i s l a t u r e  o f  t h e  

P o p u l i s t  e r a  n o t  t o  have  a t  l e a s t  t w i c e  a s  many n o r t h e r n -  

born  l e g i s l a t o r s  a s  s o u t h e r n e r s .  S o u t h e r n e r s ,  however ,  d id  

n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  1897 l e g i s l a t u r e ’ s  member

s h i p .  The f o u r t h  a ssem b ly  c o n t a i n e d  tw e n ty  n o r t h e r n e r s  [2 

R e p u b l i c a n s ,  8 Democrats  and 10 P o p u l i s t s ) , e i g h t e e n  s o u t h 

e r n e r s  (10 Democrats  and 8 P o p u l i s t s )  and one f o r e i g n - b o r n  

l e g i s l a t o r  (a R e p u b l i c a n ) .  T a b le  23,  which p r e s e n t s  t h e  

b i r t h p l a c e  o f  Oklahoma L e g i s l a t o r s  by p a r t y  be tween  1890 and 

1901, shows t h a t  t h e  p l a c e  o f  b i r t h  a b e r a t i o n  f o r  1897 was

th e y  ra n  on f u s i o n  t i c k e t s ,  r e t u r n s  from e a r l i e r  e l e c t i o n s  
i n  t h e i r  l o c a l i t y  f r e q u e n t l y  r e v e a l e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r ' s  
p a r t y  a f f i l i a t i o n .  Much b i o g r a p h i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  was s e 
cured  th r o u g h  s u r v e y i n g  t h e  n ew sp ap e r s  which p re c e d e d  
e l e c t i o n s .

7 O l i v e r  Benson ( e t .  A l . ) ,  Okla homa Vot e s ,  1907-1962 (Nor
man: O n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma Bureau o f  Government R e s e a r c h ,  
1 9 6 4 ) ,  p .  32 and S tep h en  J o n e s ,  Oklahoma P o l i t i c s  i n  S t a t e 
and N a t io n  (E n id :  Haymaker P r e s s ,  T 9 7 4 ) ,  p .  15.

* Only i n  1899 d id  t h e  GOP a l s o  c o n t r o l  t h e  g o v e r n o r s h i p .

® Democrats and P o p u l i s t s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  r e q u i r e d  t h e  a i d  of 
ren eg ad e  R e p u b l i c a n s  t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  1890 and 1893 l e g i s 
l a t u r e s .
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TABLE 22

P a r t i s a n  A f f i l i a t i o n  o f  Oklahoma L e g i s l a t o r s ,  1890-1901

L e g i s l a t u r e R e p u b l i c a n
P a r t y

D em o cra t ic
P a r t y

P o p u l i s t
P a r t y

1890
C o n n c i l

Hou s e

7

14

5

8

1

4

1890 L e g i s l a t u r e 21 13

C o u n c i l
1893

House
I-----

7

12

5

10

1

4

1893 L e g i s l a t u r e 19 15

C o u n c i l
1895

House

8

16

1

3

4

7

1895 L e g i s l a t u r e 24 11

1897
C o u n c i l

Hou s e

1897 L e g i s l a t u r e

0

3

7

11

18

6

12

18

C o u n c i l
1899

Hou s e

1899 L e g i s l a t u r e

17

25

4

4

8

1

5

C o u n c i l
1901

H ouse

1901 L e g i s l a t u r e

5

16

5

6

2 1 11 1
- f -

3

4
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l a r g e l y  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  GOP l o s s e s  i a  t h e  1896 e l e c t i o n .  

A l though  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  s o u t h e r n - b o r n  P o p u l i s t s  i n  t h e  

1897 l e g i s l a t u r e  was s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r  t h a n  u s u a l ,  a l l  b u t  two 

o f  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  assemblymen,  however,  came t o  t h e  new 

l a n d  v i a  t h e  H id w e s t ,  and  s e r v e d  l a r g e l y  n o r t h e r n - b o r n  

c o n s t i t u e n c i e s . *0 The p l a c e  o f  b i r t h  p a t t e r n  o f  D em ocra ts  i n  

t h e  1897 l e g i s l a t u r e  was n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  from 

t h a t  o f  o t h e r  l e g i s l a t u r e s  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d .  A l though  t h e  d i 

v e r s e  b i r t h p l a c e s  o f  P o p u l i s t  l e g i s l a t o r s  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  

makeup o f  t h e  p a r t y ' s  ran k  and f i l e ,  t h i s  was n o t  t r u e  of  

t h e  D em ocra ts .  V o t in g  c o r r e l a t i o n s  show t h a t  r a n k  and  f i l e  

s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  D e m o cra t i c  p a r t y  was o v e rw h e lm in g ly  s o u t h -  

e r n ^ b o r n .  T h ro u g h o u t  t h e  P o p u l i s t  y e a r s  n o r t h e r n  and s o u t h 

e r n - b o r n  p o l i t i c i a n s  v i e d  f o r  p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  D em ocra t ic  

p a r t y .  N o r th e rn  D em ocra ts  o b v i o u s l y  r e c e i v e d  more th a n  

t h e i r  s h a r e  o f  t h e  p a r t y ' s  plums i n  t h i s  e r a .

Members o f  t h e  1897 l e g i s l a t u r e  w e re ,  on t h e  w ho le ,  s i g 

n i f i c a n t l y  o l d e r  t h a n  members o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  a s s e m b l i e s .  

T h i s  might b e  e x p e c t e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l a r g e  number o f  Popu

l i s t s  e l e c t e d  i n  1896- The l i t e r a t u r e  of  t h e  e r a  g e n e r a l l y  

p o r t r a y s  P o p u l i sm  a s  t h e  i d e o l o g y  o f  o l d  men who c o u l d  n o t  

a d j u s t  t o  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i z i n g  America .  Popu

l i s t s  i n  t h e  f o u r t h  Oklahoma l e g i s l a t u r e ,  h ow ever ,  c o n s t i 

t u t e d  t h e  y o u n g e s t  g r o u p  o f  l e g i s l a t o r s .  T a b le  24 ,  which

10 S o u t h e r n e r s  d id  make up s i z a b l e  m i n o r i t i e s  i n  s e v e r a l  of  
t h e s e  d i s t r i c t s .
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TABLE 23

B i r t h p l a c e  o f  Oklahoma L e g i s l a t o r s  by P a r t y ,  

1890-1901 and 1897

T T - T T T T ‘
R e p u b l i c a n

P a r t y
] D em ocra t ic  
I P a r t y  
+

P o p u l i s t
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1890-1 1897 
19011

---------- j-----------

1 1890-1 1897 
I 19011
+--------- 4---------

1890-1 1897 
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I
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I
1 0 . 8 X 1  —

I
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1 I
1 4 1 . 1 X 1  4 4 . 4 X  
1 I
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++ -1----------

 1-----------
I

6 5 . 1 X 1  5 5 . 6X 
I

3 4 . 9 X 1  4 4 . 4X 
I

—  I —
I

 1---------------i

p r e s e n t s  t h e  a v e r a g e  age  o f  Oklahoma l e g i s l a t o r s  by p a r t y  

be tween 1890 and 1901, shows l i t t l e  change  i n  t h e  a v e r a g e  

age  o f  P o p u l i s t  l e g i s l a t o r s  between t h e  e a r l i e r  a s s e m b l i e s  

and t h e  1897 body. P o p u l i s t s  seemed o l d e r  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  

world  view owed more t o  an o l d e r  i d e o l o g y  t h a n  d i d  t h a t  o f  

t h e i r  D e m o cr a t i c  and R e p u b l i c a n  c o u n t e r p a r t s .

M ains t ream  p a r t y  s o l o n s  i n  t h e  1897 assem bly  were s i g n i 

f i c a n t l y  o l d e r  t h a n  t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  i n  p r e v i o u s  l e g i s l a 

t u r e s .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h o s e  Democra ts  who worked w i th  Popu

l i s t s  i n  t h e  f u s i o n  campaign  o f  1896 were  o l d e r  t h a n  u s u a l  

s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e  o f  o l d e r  men b e i n g  more commit- 

ed t o  an o l d e r  i d e o l o g y  may have  been t r u e  f o r  Democrats .  

Many o f  t h e  D em o cra t ic  f u s i o n  c a n d i d a t e s  were nom ina ted  be-
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TABLE 24

Average Age o f  Oklahoma L e g i s l a t o r s  by P a r ty*  1890-1901

1------------------------- r
R ep u b l ica n  

P a r t y
L e g i s 

l a t u r e
D em o cra t ic

P a r t y
P o p u l i s t

P a r t y
T o t a l

1890 1 42 .4  J 42 .1  1 42 .5  1 42 .3
1893 1 38 .6  i 3 6 . 9  1 41 .5  1 40-5
1895 1 40 .4  1 3 2 .5  1 3 7 .5  1 39 .0
1897 1 4 9 .0  1 4 6 .9  1 42 .7  1 45.1
1899 1 3 8 .0  1 3 8 .6  J 44 .4  1 39 .1
1901 1 43 .1  1 4 0 .0  1 53.2  1 43 .9

T o t a l 40 .5 41 .6 4 3 .4 41 .9

c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  a c c e p t a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y . i *  When th e  

P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  c o l l a p s e d  a f t e r  t h e  1897 l e g i s l a t u r e  s u c c e s s 

f u l  t h i r d  p a r t y  c a n d i d a t e s  e l e c t e d  to  t h e  1899 and 1901 l e g 

i s l a t u r e s  were s i g n i f i c a n t l y  o l d e r  t h a n  t h e i r  p r e d e c e s s o r s .  

For  t h e  e n t i r e  e r a ,  however .  P o p u l i s t  p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r s  were 

n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  o l d e r  t h a n  t h e i r  m a ins t ream  p a r t y  c o u n t e r 

p a r t s .

By f a r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  d i v e r g e n c e  be tween  P o p u l i s t s  and 

mains tream p a r t y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  was i n  t h e i r  o c c u p a t i o n s .  

T a b le  25,  which p r e s e n t s  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  Oklahoma l e g i s l a 

t o r s  by p a r t y  i n  t h e  P o p u l i s t  e r a ,  s u g g e s t s  a  d i s t i n c t  c o s 

m o p o l i t a n -  h i n t e r l a n d  c l e a v a g e  between p a r t i s a n s  o f  t h e  main-

The a v e r a g e  age  o f  f u s i o n  Democrats  i n  1897 was 46.1 
y e a r s .  The s m a l l  number o f  c a s e s  f o r  Democrats  i n  1895, 
R e p u b l i c a n s  i n  1897 and P o p u l i s t s  i n  1901 h e lp  a cc o u n t  
f o r  t h s  e x t r e m e  a v e r a g e  a g e s  f o r  t h e s e  p a r t i e s  i n  t h e  
y e a r s  i n  g u e s t i o n .
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r ------------------------
TABLE 25

--------- ------  ,

I O c cu p a t io n  o f  Oklahoma L e g i s l a t o r s  by P a r t y ,  ]

1890-1901 and 1897*
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s t r e a m  and P o p u l i s t  p a r t i e s .  Lawyers were t h e  most numerous 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  D e m o cra t ic  and R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t i e s .

* Because some men l i s t e d  m u l t i p l e  c a l l i n g s  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  
columns t o t a l  more t h a n  100%.

♦♦ T h i s  c a t e g o r y  i n c l u d e s  p r e a c h e r s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  p h y s i c i a n s ,  
d r u g g i s t s ,  j o u r n a l i s t s ,  e n g i n e e r s  and p o s t m a s t e r s .

*** Th is  c a t e g o r y  i n c l u d e s  m e rc h a n t s ,  a lum ber  y a r d  owner,  a 
m i l l e r  and a r a i l r o a d  c o n t r a c t o r .

**** Stock  r a i s i n g  c o v e r e d  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  o p e r a 
t i o n s .  A l l  b u t  one o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t s  i n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  
l i s t e d  t h e i r  o c c u p a t i o n s  a s  " f a r m in g  and s t o c k r a i s i n g , "  
which i n d i c a t e s  t h e  d i v e r s i f i e d  form o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  a s s o 
c i a t e d  w i th  Popu l i sm  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h i s  work.  H a l f  of  t h e  
R e p u b l i c a n s  a r e  a l s o  l i s t e d  t h i s  way. A l l  o f  t h e  Democ
r a t s ,  how ever ,  can be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  r a n c h e r s .
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w h i l e  f a r m i n g  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  overwhelming c a l l i n g  o f  t h i r d  

p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r s .  When t h e  l a r g e l y  c o s m o p o l i t a n  c a t e g o r i e s  

o f  t h e  l a w ,  t r a d e  & commerce and f i n a n c e  S r e a l  e s t a t e  a r e  

com bined ,  t h e y  a c c o u n t  f o r  73.2% o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  and 56.1% 

o f  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  l e g i s l a t o r s .  Only 11.5% o f  t h e  t h i r d  p a r 

t y ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f a l l  i n t o  t h i s  c a t e g o r y . T o  d e l i n e a t e  

t h e  c o s m o p o l i t a n - h i n t e r l a n d  dichotomy f u r t h e r ,  t h e  l e g i s l a 

t o r s  were  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  r e s i d e n c e  c a t e g o r i e s ;  t h o s e  who 

l i v e d  i n  r a i l r o a d  towns  o r  c o u n ty  s e a t s ,  t h o s e  who l i v e d  i n  

o t h e r  t o w n s ,  and t h o s e  who m a in t a in e d  a r u r a l  r e s i d e n c e .  

T a b le  2 6 ,  p r e s e n t s  t h e  r u r a l  and u rb a n  r e s i d e n c e  o f  Oklahoma 

l e g i s l a t o r s ,  which a g a i n  v e r i f i e s  c o s m o p o l i t a n - h i n t e r l a n d  

breakdown t o  p a r t i s a n  a f f i l i a t i o n .  A l though  f e w e r  Democrats  

than  R e p u b l i c a n s  had c o s m o p o l i t a n  c a l l i n g s ,  and a few more 

D em ocra t ic  s c i o n s  m a in t a in e d  a r u r a l  r e s i d e n c e ,  t h e  Democ

r a t i c  f i g u r e s  i n  b o t h  c a s e s  a r e  much c l o s e r  t o  t h o s e  o f  t h e  

GOP th a n  t o  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y .

T h e re  were  t h r e e  P o p u l i s t  l a w y e r s ;  A. N. D a n i e l s ,  I r a  N. 
T e r r i l l  and John A l l a n .  D a n i e l s  and T e r r i l l  l i v e d  in  
h i n t e r l a n d  s m a l l  towns a t  t h e  t im e  t h e y  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  
t e r r i t o r i a l  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  a l t h o u g h  D a n i e l s  l a t e r  moved t o  
G u t h r i e ,  and  th e n  E n id .  A l l a n  was p r i m a r i l y  a j o u r n a l i s t  
a t  t h e  t im e  he  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  a s s e m b ly .  I t  c o u ld  n o t  be 
d e t e r m i n e d  i f  any o f  t h e  men engaged  i n  r e a l  e s t a t e  a t  
t h e  t im e  o f  t h e i r  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e r v i c e .  A l la n  d i d  i n  t h e  
t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  The o t h e r  P o p u l i s t  t o  f a l l  i n t o  t h i s  
c o s m o p o l i t i n  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  was lum ber  m erchan t  C h a r l e s  
N. Brown o f  C l i f t o n ,  a h i n t e r l a n d  s m a l l  town i n  s o u t h e r n  
L i n c o ln  Coun ty .  Brown s e r v e d  i n  t h e  1895 and 1897 l e g i s 
l a t u r e s .
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P o p u l i s t  l e g i s l a t o r s  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  be s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

l e s s  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  p u b l i c  o f f i c e  t h a n  Democrats  o r  R e p u b l i 

c a n s .  At l e a s t  50.0% o f  t h e  t h i r d - p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r s  c o u ld  

c l a i m  p r e v i o u s  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  an o f f i c i a l  c a p a c i t y .  The f i g 

u r e s  f o r  R e p u b l i c a n s  and Democra ts  v e r e  56.6% and 43.5%, r e 

s p e c t i v e l y .  T h e re  was some d i v e r g e n c e ,  however,  i n  t h e  edu

c a t i o n a l  l e v e l  o f  t h e  t h r e e  p a r t i e s '  l e g i s l a t o r s .  At l e a s t  

29.2% o f  a l l  R e p u b l i c a n ,  30.4% o f  a l l  Democrats  a t t e n d e d  

c o l l e g e .  Only 21.2% o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t s  d e f i n i t e l y  went t o

c o l l e g e .  T h i s  i s  p r o b a b l y  a p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t ' s  r u r 

a l ,  l e s s  c o m m e rc i a l  back g ro u n d .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  e x p e r i e n c e  

and e d u c a t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  l e g i s l a t o r s
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c o u l d  be found  i n  o n ly  50.0% and 45.3% o f  t h e  c a s e s ,  r e s p e c 

t i v e l y .  I n f o r m a t i o n  on e t h n i c i t y ,  r e l i g i o n  and C i v i l  War 

s e r v i c e  p roved  t o  be even l e s s  a v a i l a b l e .  E t h n i c i t y  and r e 

l i g i o n  d a t a  p roduced  no s i g n i f i c a n t  p a t t e r n s  t h a t  c o u l d  n o t  

be e x p l a i n e d  th r o u g h  s e c t i o n a l i s m .  T h e re  were  no e z - C o n f e d -  

e r a t e  R e p u b l i c a n s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  o n l y  w h i te  R ep u b l i c a n  from 

t h e  deep  Sou th  was t h e  son  o f  a C o n f e d e r a t e  s o l d i e r .  The 

D em ocra t ic  and P o p u l i s t  p a r t i e s  c o u ld  c la im  v e t e r a n s  from 

b o th  s i d e s  o f  t h e  C i v i l  War. At l e a s t  42.3% o f  t h e  l e g i s l a 

t o r s ,  however ,  were  l e s s  t h a n  18 y e a r s  o l d  i n  1865.

Taken a s  a  whole t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  b i o g r a p h y  v a l i d a t e s  t h e  

P o p u l i s t s '  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e i r  p a r t y ,  moreso t h a n  t h a t  o f  

t h e  D emocrats  o f  R e p u b l i c a n s ,  was a  p a r t y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  

Both R e p u b l i c a n  and P o p u l i s t  l e g i s l a t o r s  r e f l e c t  t h e i r  r e 

s p e c t i v e  r a n k  and f i l e  s u p p o r t e r s  i n  p l a c e  o f  b i r t h .  I n  t h e  

c r u c i a l  c a t e g o r i e s  of  o c c u p a t i o n  and  r e s i d e n c e ,  however ,  

o n ly  t h e  P o p u l i s t s  t r u l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  most Oklahomans.  Two- 

t h i r d s  o f  t h e  v o t e r s  i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  i n  t h e  1890s 

were f a r m e r s .  The l e g i s l a t o r s '  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t a i n m e n t s  were 

s u r e l y  above t h a t  o f  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u e n t s  f o r  a l l  p a r t i e s ,  b u t  

l e s s  s o  f o r  P o p u l i s t s .  The t h i r d - p a r t y  v o t e r s '  c h o i c e  o f  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  c l e a r l y  r e v e a l e d  an  a n t i p a t h y  tow ard  men who 

were p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ' s  c o s m o p o l i t a n  

c u l t u r e .  The o n ly  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  b i o g r a p h y  which 

seems t o  c o n t r a d i c t  t h i s  s t r a i n  o f  a n t i - e l i t i s m  i s  t h e  s u r 

p r i s i n g l y  h ig h  l e v e l  o f  p r e v i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  Popu
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l i s t  l e g i s l a t o r s  c l a i m e d .  There  vas a lw ay s  so m eth in g  o f  an 

e g a l i t a r i a n  c o u n t e r - e l i t e ,  however ,  p r e s e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  G re en b a c k e r ,  Onion L a b o r i t e  and 

P o p u l i s t  l e a d e r s  c o n s t i t u t e d  an a l t e r n a t i v e ,  p r e s e n t i n g  men 

f o r  e l e c t i o n  who c l o s e l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  c i t i z e n - s t a t e s m a n  

i d e a l ,  as  opposed t o  t h e  a l l e g e d l y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  

e l i t e  o f  t h e  o l d  p a r t i e s .

The 1897 l e g i s l a t u r e  p r e s e n t e d  Oklahoma P o p u l i s t s  w i th  a 

moment o f  t r u t h  f o r  t h e i r  p a r t y .  W. 0 .  Hayman, a h i n t e r l a n d  

Logan County f a r m e r  spoke  f o r  most p a r t y  s u p p o r t e r s  when, i n  

a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Oklahoma B e p r e s e n t a t i v e . he 

c h a rg ed  t h a t  t h e  f o u r t h  l e g i s l a t u r e  " w i l l  e i t h e r  make t h e  

P o p u l i s t  p a r t y  of Oklahoma t h e  m a j o r i t y  p a r t y  o r  i t  w i l l  

c o m p le te ly  d i s o r g a n i z e  i t .**  The p e o p l e  e x p e c t e d  r a d i c a l  

l e g i s l a t i o n ,  a n o t h e r  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  same p a p e r  s t a t e d .  As

semblymen r e c e i v e d  much a d v i c e  on t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  th e y  

s h o u ld  promote  i n  t h e  two months  between t h e  F r e e  S i l v e r  

v i c t o r y  of  November, 1896, and t h e  o p e n in g  o f  t h e  f o u r t h  

l e g i s l a t u r e  on J a n u a r y  12, 1897. Leo V in c en t  summed up

much o f  what P o p u l i s t  v o t e r s  e x p e c t e d  o f  t h e i r  l e g i s l a t o r s  

when he p u b l i s h e d  sh o p p in g  l i s t s  o f  r e f o r m  m easu re s  which 

i n c l u d e d  a 12% u su ry  law ,  s t r i c t e r  r u l e s  o u t l i n i n g  t h e  pow

e r s  o f  t h e  Board o f  E g u a l i z a t i o n ,  h e a v i e r  t a x e s  on r a i l r o a d

13 Another p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  t h a t  s i n c e  m a ins t ream  p a r t y  
spokesmen c o n s t a n t l y  q u e s t i o n e d  P o p u l i s t ’ s  f i t n e s s  t o  go
v e r n ,  t h i r d  p a r t y  c a n d i d a t e s  em phas ized  t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  
e x p e r i e n c e ,  th u s  l e a v i n g  b e t t e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  su b 
j e c t  f o r  t h e  h i s t o r i a n .
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p r o p e r t y ,  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  p o l i t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e  from t h e  s c h o o l  

l a n d  d e p a r t m e n t ,  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  bank d e p o s i t s ,  r e 

d u c t i o n s  i n  o f f i c i a l  s a l a r i e s ,  a s c a l i n g  down o f  a p p r o p r i a 

t i o n s  and t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  u s e l e s s  o f f i c e s .  J o h n  A l l a n  con

t e n d e d  t h a t  t h o s e  who b e l i e v e d  t h e  s t a t u t e  books  would 

r e t a i n  l i t t l e  more t h a n  t h e i r  c o v e r s  and f l y l e a v e s  a f t e r  t h e  

f o u r t h  l e g i s l a t u r e  a d j o u r n e d  were t o o  o p t i m i s t i c t i c ,  and 

p r e d i c t e d  compromis ing  w i th  D emocrats  would l e a v e  many o f  

t h e  s t a t u t e s  " r u n n i n g  s o r e s  n o t  h e a l e d . "  A l l a n  had a l r e a d y  

e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n a b l e  charms o f  d e a l i n g  w i th  Democ

r a t s  on t h e i r  t e r m s .  C l e v e l a n d  County Democra ts  had i g n o r e d  

t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  f u s i o n  ag reem en t  t h a t  a c c o r d e d  A l la n  a s e c 

ond te rm  in  t h e  C o u n c i l  and n a r ro w ly  d e f e a t e d  him i n  a 

t h r e e - w a y  r a c e - ‘ *

Two days  b e f o r e  C h r i s t m a s ,  1896, n i n e  Democra ts  and seven  

P o p u l i s t s  a t t e n d e d  a l e g i s l a t i v e  c au c u s  i n  Oklahoma C i t y  t o  

d i s c u s s  t h e  upcoming a s s e m b ly .  P l a n s  were made t o  c o n t i n u e  

t h e  e l e c t o r a l  c o m b i n a t i o n  i n  t h e  f o u r t h  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  p ro 

s p e c t i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  was d i s c u s s e d  and t h e  numerous a p p l i c a 

t i o n s  f o r  c l e r k s h i p s  were  c a n v a s s e d .  The p r o c e e d i n g s  l e d  

Boy Hoffman t o  p r e d i c t  t h a t  Democrat  J .  B. J o h n s o n ,  an  Okla

homa C i t y  l a w y e r ,  would be named p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l ,  

w h i l e  P o p u l i s t  J o h n  Hogan, a Pawnee County  f a r m e r ,  would be 

come S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  House. Jo h n so n  was a go ldbug  b e f o r e

G u th r i e  Oklahoma Repr e s e n t a t i v e , 7 J a n u a r y  1897 and 3 S
31 December Ï 8 9 6 ;  ~ G u t h r i e “ f e e k l y  Oklahoma L e a d e r ,  24 De
cember 1896 and Norman Pe o p l e s  Voic e ,  8 J a n u a r y  Ï 8 9 7 .
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1896, but  seemed p r o p e r l y  a a t i - a d m i a i s t r a t i o n  t h e r e a f t e r .  

Hogan had founded  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ' s  f i r s t  t h i r d  p a r t y  p a p e r ,  

t h e  G u t h r i e  Oklahoma S t a t e  J o u r n a l ,  i n  1890. Hoffman b e 

l i e v e d  t h a t  H o g a n 's  e l e v a t i o n  would i n e v i t a b l y  make Leo Vin

c e n t  t h e  C h i e f  C l e r k  o f  t h e  House.

When t h e  f o u r t h  t e r r i t o r i a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  met on J a n u a r y  

12, 1896, J .  W. J o h n so n  d u l y  r e c e i v e d  t h e  unanimous  v o te  of  

t h e  C o u n c i l  f o r  p r e s i d e n t .  Jo h n so n  t h e n  d i v i d e d  t h e  Coun

c i l ' s  a p p o i n t i v e  o f f i c e s  be tw een  D e m o cra t s ,  P o p u l i s t s  and 

F ree  S i l v e r  B e p u b l i c a n s .  He n a t u r a l l y  c h o s e  a Democrat  a s  

c h i e f  c l e r k  and a p p o i n t e d  t h r e e  D em ocra ts  and two P o p u l i s t s  

t o  t h e  r u l e s  c o m m i t t e e .  I n  t h e  House,  how ever ,  t h e  F ree  

S i l v e r  c a u c u s  d i d  n o t  f u n c t i o n  a s  s m o o th ly .  A growing  r i f t  

be tween J .  Ï .  C a l l a h a n  and Leo V in c e n t  b ro k e  i n t o  t h e  open 

and a l lo w ed  J .  C. T o u s le y  o f  E l  Reno to  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a w e s t -  

s i d e  c o a l i t i o n  and s e c u r e  t h e  s p e a k e r s h i p .  A s ide  from th e  

n o r t h - s o u t h  c l e a v a g e  o f  t h e  1890s ,  t h e r e  was an  e a s t - w e s t  

r i v a l r y  c e n t e r i n g  on  p e o p le  l i v i n g  n e a r  o r  t o  t h e  west  o f  

t h e  Rock I s l a n d  l i n e  and t h o s e  r e s i d i n g  a round  o r  to  t h e  

e a s t  o f  t h e  S a n t a  Fe R a i l r o a d .  Those  i n  t h e  w est  e x p r e s s e d  

j e a l o u s y  o v e r  t h e  seem ing  c o n t r o l  o f  p o l i t i c a l  and economic 

a f f a i r s  of  t h o s e  i n  t h e  e a s t .

*5 G u t h r i e  Weekly O k lahoma L e a d e r , 2U December 1896 and Nor
man P e o p l e s  Vo i c e  i n  t h e ”  Norman S t a t e  Demo c r a t ,  30 J u l y  
18967
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I n  a s i x  page  d e p o s i t i o n ,  J .  T. C a l l a h a n  c h a r g e d  V in c en t  

with t r e a c h e r y  and u n f a i t h f u l n e s s  d u r i n g  t h e  1896 cam paign .  

His c h a r g e s  s u r r o u n d e d  a p ro p o s e d  d e b a t e  be tween C a l l a h a n  

and F lynn  a t  H u l h a l l  i n  Logan C oun ty .  C a l l a h a n  i s s u e d  t h e  

c h a l l e n g e  t o  F l y n n ,  b u t  GOP managers  wanted t o  l i m i t  t h e  d e 

b a t e  t o  t h e  f r e e  homes i s s u e .  When i t  seemed t h a t  no a r 

ran g em en t  c o u l d  be  r e a c h e d ,  V in c e n t  f i l l e d  o u t  C a l l a h a n ' s  

s c h e d u l e  w i t h  en g agem en ts  i n  B l a i n e  and Hoods C o u n t i e s ,  f a r  

t o  t h e  west  o f  H u l h a l l .  R e p u b l i c a n s  t h e n  s e n t  o u t  f l y e r s  

a d v e r t i s i n g  t h e  d e b a t e .  T h i s  c a u s e d  C a l l a h a n  t o  r u s h  e a s t .  

When h e  a r r i v e d  on t h e  s c e n e .  R e p u b l i c a n s  s t i l l  would a l l o w  

o n ly  a d e b a t e  on t h e  f r e e  homes i s s u e .  Democrat  V i r g i l  

Hobbs,  t h e  Chairman o f  t h e  F r e e  S i l v e r  p a r t y  c e n t r a l  commit

t e e ,  then  d e c l i n e d  t o  s h a r e  t im e  w i th  t h e  GOP c a n d i d a t e .  

C a l l a h a n  e v e n t u a l l y  came t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  V in cen t  had p l a n n e d  

t h e  whole  d e b a c l e  t o  e m b a r r a s s  him. The r e l e a s e  o f  C a l l a 

h a n ' s  c h a r g e s ,  which T o u s le y  p e r s o n a l l y  s e c u r e d  from t h e  Po

p u l i s t  Congressman, was t im e d  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  El Reno e d i t o r  

t h e  s p e a k e r s h i p ,  which i t  d i d . * *

V in c en t  im m e d ia te ly  demanded a h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  t h i r d  

p a r t y ' s  t e r r i t o r i a l  c o m m i t t e e .  A f t e r  s u r v e y i n g  t h e  e v i d e n c e  

t h e  P o p u l i s t  c e n t r a l  c o m m i t t e e  l a i d  t h e  blame on a m i s u n d e r 

s t a n d i n g  and i s s u e d  a  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  i t  " u n q u a l i f i e d l y  ex o n 

e r a t e s  Chairman V i n c e n t . "  C a l l a h a n  r e f u s e d  to  a c c e p t  t h e  

c e n t r a l  c o m m i t t e e ' s  f i n d i n g s .  H is  c h a r g e s ,  t h u s ,  s e a l e d  a

G u t h r i e  Ok l a h o m a  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  15 O c t o b e r  1896 a n d  i n  5
28  J a n u a r y  1 8 9 7 .
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b r e a c h  which had b een  growing  f o r  months between V in cen t  and 

th e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  more r a b i d  f u s i o n i s t s .  I n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of  

moving back  t o  a  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d  p o s i t i o n ,  however,  Vin

c e n t  r e c e i v e d  a g e n e r a l  r o a s t i n g  from b o th  s i d e s ,  and r e 

p l i e d  i n  k i n d .

E x p o n e n ts  o f  r a d i c a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  had good r e a s o n  f o r  jo y  

i n  t h e  e a r l y  day s  o f  Oklahom a 's  f o u r t h  l e g i s l a t u r e .  Logan 

County P o p u l i s t  W il l iam L. S u l l i v a n  g a in ed  a q u ic k  r e p u t a 

t i o n  a s  an " a b o l i t i o n i s t , " i n t r o d u c i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  e l i m i 

n a t e  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  m i l i t i a  and th e  o f f i c e  o f  o i l  i n s p e c 

t o r .  Both w ere  t h e  r e f u g e  o f  p lacem en ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

P o p u l i s t s .  The m i l i t i a ,  which Leo V in cen t  l a b e l e d  t h e  " p r o 

t e g e  o f  a shoddy a r i s t o c r a c y , "  s t i l l  c o n j u r e d  up v i s i o n s  o f  

a s t a n d i n g  army in  t h i r d  p a r t y  e y e s .  The l e g i s l a t i o n  e s t a b 

l i s h i n g  an i n s p e c t o r  o f  c o a l  o i l ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  John A l l a n ,  

was a w e l l  m ean t ,  b u t  i n j u r i o u s ,  law .  The i n s e p c t i o n  p ro 

c e s s  had t h e  e f f e c t  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a monopoly w i t h o u t  keep

in g  d a n g e ro u s  f l u i d s ,  o u t  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y .  R e j e c t e d  o i l s  

c o u ld  s t i l l  be s o l d  in  t h e  O k lah o m a . . O n sc ru p u lo u s  o i l  com

p a n i e s  who knew t h i s  f l o o d e d  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  w i t h  dangerous  

b u r n i n g  f l u i d s ,  w h i l e  h o n e s t  o r  un inform ed  o i l  d e a l e r s  

a v o id e d  Oklahoma. S in c e  t h e  R ep u b l i c a n  measure e s t a b l i s h e d  

an i n e f f e c t i v e  a p p o i n t i v e  o f f i c e .  P o p u l i s t s  saw i t  a s  a

17 G u th r i e  Oklahoma R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , 28 Jeinuary 1896. Ralph 
Bray and^ET S. Mounts p roved to  be V i n c e n t ' s  most v o c a l  
c r i t i c s .  Bray even d e n ie d  V in c en t  was ch a i rm an  o f  the  
P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  he had been s u p e r c e d e d  by 
V i r g i l  Hobbs, when t h e  Democrat  was named cha i rm an  o f  the  
f r e e  S i l v e r  p a r t y .  Enid Coming E v e n t s ,  H F e b ru a ry  1897.
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s i n e c u r e .  i h i l e  making t h e  o f f i c e  e f f e c t i v e  was a b e t t e r  

s o l u t i o n ,  n o t  enough Democrats  would have  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  mea

s u r e  t o  s e c u r e  i t s  p a s s a g e .  I n  l i n e  w i th  t h e  a b o l i t i o n i s t  

s p i r i t  o f  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r s .  P o p u l i s t  C o u n c i l o r  

W il l iam  G a r r i s o n ,  t h e  most e x p e r i e n c e d  l e g i s l a t o r  i n  t h e  

1897 a s s e m b ly ,  b r o u g h t  b i l l s  w i t h  him t o  G u t h r i e  f o r  t h e  

a b o l i t i o n  o f  c o n t r a c t s  r e q u i r i n g  payment i n  g o ld  and c a p i t a l  

p u n ish m en t .  The C o u n c i l ,  where Democra ts  were  i n  t h e  major

i t y ,  how ever ,  would p rove  more c o n s e r v a t i v e  t h a n  t h e  

H o u s e .1»

A b o l i t i o n  was n o t  t h e  o n ly  theme o f  t h e  1897 Oklahoma 

l e g i s l a t u r e .  As e x p e c t e d  P o p u l i s t s  i n t r o d u c e d  a 12% u su ry  

b i l l  and s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t e d  D em ocra t ic  C o u n c i l  P r e s i d e n t  J .  

H. J o h n s o n ' s  b i l l  r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  r a i l r o a d s .  

K i n g f i s h e r  C ounty  P o p u l i s t  Thomas W i l l i s ,  who was s t u d y i n g  

f o r  t h e  b a r  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  w id e ly  e x p e c t e d  b i l l  

t o  r e v i s e  F e g a n ' s  1895 f e e  and s a l a r y  a c t .  He a l s o  i n t r o 

duced a r a d i c a l  a n t i - t r u s t  b i l l  which n o t  o n ly  would f i n e ,  

b u t  would a l s o  i m p r i s o n  v i o l a t o r s .  G a r f i e l d  County Democ

r a t ,  W il l iam  L.  B e r r y ,  who V in c e n t  came t o  b e l i e v e  was one 

o f  t h e  b e s t  P o p u l i s t s  i n  t h e  a s se m b ly ,  p u t  fo rw a rd  a b i l l

G u th r i e  Weekly Oklahoma L eade r .  21 J a n u a r y  1897; G u t h r i e  
Ok l ahoma H e o re s e n t a t i v e , 28 J a n u a r y ,  11 F e b ru a ry  and 19
March” l8 9 7 ;  Norman Pe o p l e s  Voi c e . 19 March 1896; G u t h r i e  
EëÊ&lZ O klahoma L e a d e r ,  25 F e b ru a ry  1897 and J o u r n a l  o f  
t h ë ' ç o u n ç I Î ' P r ô s Ê g l i E â s  o f  t h e  F o u r t h  L e g i s l a t i v e  Assem
b l y  o f  t h e  T e r r i t o r y  o f  Oklahoma: B e g i n n in g  J a n u a r y  12,
1897, ( G u t h r i e ;  L e a d e r  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1897):  1320 6
Ï 3 2 8 .  On f i n a l  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  b i l l  a b o l i s h i n g  t h e  o f f i c e  
o f  o i l  i n s p e c t o r  t h r e e  o f  t h e  f i v e  P o p u l i s t  p r e s e n t  i n  
t h e  C o u n c i l  a b s t a i n e d .  Counc i l  J o u r n a l  (1 8 9 7 ) ,  p.  1371.
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t h a t  would l i m i t  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  Board o f  E q u a l i z a t i o n ,  

and G u t h r i e  Democrat John  DeBois i n t r o d u c e d  a m easure  t o  e x 

t e n d  t h e  d a t e  f o r  p a y in g  1896 t a x e s . i *

A l though  P o p u l i s t  spokesmen g e n e r a l l y  l a u d e d  t h e  f o u r t h  

l e g i s l a t u r e  in  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n ,  a s  t im e  p a s s e d  

and b i l l s  were d e l a y e d  o r  compromised an  a u r a  o f  a p p r e h e n 

s i o n  s p r e a d  among t h i r d  p a r t y  o b s e r v e r s .  The o n ly  b i l l s  t o  

r e a c h  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  d e sk  i n  J a n u a r y  r e l a t e d  t o  e x t r a  c l e r k  

h i r e .  Members o f  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c - P o p u l i s t  c o n t r o l l e d  1893 

l e g i s l a t u r e  had p r i d e d  t h e m s e l v e s  upon k e e p in g  su ch  e x p e n s e s  

t o  a minimum. The s o - c a l l e d  e x t r a v a g a n c e  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  

1895 l e g i s l a t u r e  became a campaign i s s u e  i n  1896.  I n  1897, 

however ,  i t  seemed a s  i f  e v e r y  co m m it tee  r e q u i r e d  i t s  own 

c l e r k .  T h i r d  p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r s  were ,  i f  a n y t h i n g ,  worse 

t h a n  t h e i r  D e m o cra t ic  c o u n t e r p a r t s  on t h e  i s s u e .  P o p u l i s t  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  c l e a r l y  d i s t r u s t e d  t h e  m o t iv e s  o f  R e p u b l i c a n  

l e g i s l a t o r s  in  t h e  p r e v i o u s  a s s e m b l i e s ,  b u t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  

t h e  l a r g e  amount o f  work e x p e c t e d  o f  t h e  1897 l e g i s l a t u r e  

w a r r a n t e d  more c l e r k s .  P o p u l i s t  l e g i s l a t o r s  a p p a r e n t l y  b e 

l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e i r  b a c k g ro u n d  made them more r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

o f  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u e n c y  t h a n  t h e i r  m a in s t r eam  p a r t y  c o l 

l e a g u e s .  Leo V i n c e n t ,  however ,  was i n  no mood t o  a f f o r d  t h e

19 J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  House P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  F o u r t h  l e g i s l a 
t i v e  à s s e m b lz  o f  t h e  T e r r i t o r i  21  Oklahoma: B e g i n n in g
J anua r y  22 , 1897 ,  ( G u t h r i e :  Leader  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1897) ,  
pp.  1143 5 iThS; Counci l  J o u r n a l  ( 1 8 9 7 ) ,  p .  1322; G u t h r i e  
Weekly Oklahoma L e a d e r ,  21 J a n u a r y  1897; G u t h r i e  Oklahoma 
Re p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  28 J a n u a r y ,  4 S 18 F e b r u a r y  and 18 March 
1897 and Enid Comin g  Even t s ,  25 F e b r u a r y .
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t h i r d  p a r t y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  d o u b t  a f t e r  

h i s  run  in  w i t h  C a l l a h a n  and T o u s l e y .  Accord ing  t o  t h e  Ok

l a h oma Bepr e s e n t a t i v e .  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s h o u ld  " q u i c k l y  d e 

m o n s t r a t e  i t s  e a r n e s t n e s s  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  r e f o r m  by b e g i n 

n in g  w i th  i t s e l f . "  E d i t o r  V in c e n t  s t i l l  a f f i r m e d ,  however ,  

t h a t  t h i r d  p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r s  were a g g r e s s i v e l y  i n  f a v o r  o f  

r e f o r m ,  w h i l e  t h e i r  D e m o cra t ic  c o u n t e r p a r t s  were more con 

s e r v a t i v e -  2  0

G a r r i s o n ' s  a n t i - g o l d  c o n t r a c t  b i l l  p a s s e d  t h e  C o u n c i l  i n  

e a r l y  J a n u a r y .  The f i n a l  v o t e ,  however ,  was an ominous n o te  

f o r  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " f r e e  s i l v e r "  f o r c e s -  Only two Democra ts  

j o i n e d  P o p u l i s t s  i n  p a s s i n g  t h e  b i l l . 2 1  s i n c e  i t  had pa ssed  

t h e  more c o n s e r v a t i v e  C o u n c i l ,  V in c en t  p r e d i c t e d  i t  would 

become law .  I n  t h e  House an even  more p o r t e n t i o u s  v o t e  oc

c u r r e d  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  Only t h r e e  Democrats  j o i n e d  Popu

l i s t s  i n  p a s s i n g  S h a n n o n ' s  u su ry  b i l l .  Once i n  t h e  C o u n c i l ,  

t h e  m easure  was im m e d i a t e l y  r e p l a c e d  w i th  a m i l d e r  s u b s t i 

t u t e .  The t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  a n t i - m i l i t i a  b i l l  a l s o  p a s s e d  t h e  

House w i th  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  o n ly  t h r e e  D em ocra ts . 2 2

2 0  C o u n c i l  J o u r n a l  (1 8 9 7 ) ,  p p . 1 129-32 ,  1371; G u t h r i e  Beekly  
Oklahoma l e a d e r ,  21 J a n u a r y  1897; House  J o u r n a l  (1 8 9 7 ) ,  
pp .  10 9 0 - 9 ? ; G u t h r i e  Oklahoma B e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  14 528 J a n 
u a r y  1897 and Norman Pe o p l e s  Voice .  22 J a n u a r y  1897.

2 » One o f  t h e  two D em o cra t s  was Henry S t e e l e  J o h n s o n ,  who 
v o t e d  w i t h  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  more o f t e n  t h a n  w i th  Democrats  
i n  t h e  189 7 a s s e m b ly .  Cou n c i l  J o u r n a l  (1 8 9 7 ) ,  pp.  
1371-71 .

2 2  Counc i l  J o u r n a l  (1 8 9 7 ) ,  pp.  1371-72; G u t h r i e  Oklahoma Re-  
ë r g g g & E â t i v e ,  4 5 11 F e b r u a r y  1897; House J o u r n a l  (1897) ,  
pp.  1192-93 ;  G u t h r i e  We e k l y Okla h oma Lead e r .  4 5 11 Fe
b r u a r y  1897 and Norman P e o p l e s  Voi c e ,  5 F e b ru a ry  1897.



324

By F e b r u a r y  i t  seemed c l e a r  t h a t  D em ocra t ic  l e g i s l a t o r s  

would pu t  a b r a k e  upon a l l  r e fo rm  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  th e y  

c o u l d  n o t  c l a i m  a s  t h e i r  own. J o h n s o n ' s  a n t i - r a i l r o a d  b i l l  

e a s i l y  c l e a r e d  t h e  C o u n c i l ,  w i th  f i v e  Democrats  and a l l  s i x  

P o p u l i s t s  v o t i n g  a y e .  B e r r y ' s  measure  l e a s h i n g  t h e  Board o f  

E g u a l i z a t i o n  p a s s e d  t h e  House w i t h o u t  a d i s s e n t i n g  v o t e .  

Only one  Democrat  and one R e p u b l i c a n ,  how ever ,  j o i n e d  Popu

l i s t s  on a t h i r d  p a r t y  s p o n s o r e d  woman's s u f f r a g e  b i l l .  Leo 

V in c e n t ,  who had t u r n e d  o v e r  e d i t o r i a l  c o n t r o l  o f  a column 

on women's i s s u e s  i n  t h e  Okla homa R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  h i s  

w i f e ,  was o u t r a g e d  a t  t h e  s u f f r a g e  m e a s u r e ' s  d e f e a t .  House 

Democrats  a l s o  pushed  th r o u g h  a r a d i c a l  b i l l  o u t l a w in g  b o th  

b l a c k - w h i t e  and I n d i a n - R h i t e  m a r r i a g e s .  The C o u n c i l ,  howev

e r ,  s t r u c k  o u t  t h e  l a t t e r  p r o v i s i o n .  Old p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r s  

a l s o  g e n e r a l l y  opposed  l i g u o r  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  which most Popu

l i s t s  f a v o r e d .  They a l s o  w ran g led  i n c o n c l u s i v e l y  w i th  b a d ly  

needed  s c h o o l  l a n d  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  o f f i c i a l  s a l a r i e s  and a new 

e l e c t i o n  law a s  w e l l  i n  F e b r u a r y .

As t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o c e s s  began  t o  bog down, some o f  t h e  

more r a d i c a l  P o p u l i s t  e d i t o r s  began  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e i r  i m p a t i 

e n c e .  V in c e n t  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  d isown f u s i o n  i f  t h e  stump o r a 

t o r s  who had  " d i l a t e d  t o  t h e i r  f u l l e s t  l i n g u a l  c a p a c i t y "  i n  

t h e  c a u s e  o f  r e f o r m  t h e  p r e v i o u s  f a l l  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p an d e r  t o  

c r i e s  o f  " d o  n o t h i n g  r a s h ,  p r e s e r v e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  o r d e r ,  be

*3 C o u n c i l  J o u r n a l  (1 8 9 7 ) ,  p .  1371; House J o u r n a l  (1 8 9 7 ) ,  
pp .  1 1 9 2 -9 3 ;  G u t h r i e  Weekly Oklahoma Leader  ,  25 F eb ru 
a r y  189 7 and G u t h r i e  Oklahoma R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , 18 6 25 Fe
b r u a r y  1897.
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c a r e f u l ,  {and} o u c h ! ” I n  e a r l y  March V in c en t  p ro c l a im e d  r e 

p r e s e n t a t i v e  government  " i n a d é q u a t e , ” and  began  t h e  v i g o r o u s  

p rom ot ion  o f  P o p u l i s t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  James K. Graves* r e f e r 

endum b i l l ,  which n e v e r  g o t  o u t  of  c o m m it te e .  A week l a t e r  

he p u b l i s h e d  a l e t t e r  from W. A. T u rn e r  which p r e d i c t e d  r e 

v o l u t i o n  would be t h e  u l t i m a t e  r e s u l t  i f  t h e  masses  cou ld  

n o t  g e t  s u f f i c i e n t  r e l i e f  t h ro u g h  th e  b a l l o t .

As t h e  d a t e  f o r  a d jo u r n m e n t  n e a r e d ,  l e g i s l a t o r s  seemed t o  

awaken t o  t h e i r  d u t i e s .  John  Hogan g o t  h i s  b i l l  p r o v i d i n g  

low c o s t  government  i n s u r a n c e  th r o u g h  t h e  House,  d e s p i t e  th e  

c r i e s  o f  a n g u i s h  from t h e  s o - c a l l e d  i n s u r a n c e  t r u s t .  A f e e  

and s a l a r y  b i l l  much l i k e  t h e  Fegan measure  o f  1895 a l s o  

emerged from t h e  lo w e r  body,*® Democrats  s u b s t i t u t e d  t h e i r  

own u s u ry  b i l l  f o r  t h a t  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t s ,  and th e n  s t r u c k  

ou t  t h e  p e n a l t y  p r o v i s i o n  b e f o r e  s e n d in g  i t  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r .  

A b a d ly  needed b i l l  f o r c i n g  p r i v a t e  b a n k s  t o  r e g i s t e r  w i th  a 

newly e s t a b l i s h e d  bank ing  commission and su b m i t  t o  s e m i - a n 

n u a l  a u d i t s  a l s o  r e a c h e d  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  desk .  The Democrat 

i c  s p o n s o r e d  measure  would end th e  p a r a d e  o f  t r a n s i e n t  bank

ing  i n s t i t u t i o n s  which had f l e e c e d  t h e  Cherokee  O u t l e t  

r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e i r  meager s a v i n g s  s i n c e  t h e  o p e n in g .  A Po

*4 H. A. T u r n e r  was t h e  F r e e  S i l v e r  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  Guth
r i e  House s e a t  i n  1896. G u t h r i e  O k lahoma R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  
25 F e b ru a ry  and U B 11 March 1897.

*® The f e e  and s a l a r y  b i l l  which p a sse d  t h e  House and e v en 
t u a l l y  became law removed t h e  pauper  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  th e  
w i t n e s s  f e e s  and p u t  a c e i l i n g  upon t h e  t o t a l  f e e s  an o f 
f i c i a l  c o u ld  e a r n .  The s a l a r i e s  and f e e s ,  however ,  r e 
mained much a s  t h e y  had been b e f o r e .  Norman Pe o p l es  
Vo i c e ,  5 March 1897.
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p u l i s t  s p o n s o r e d  b i l l  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a normal s c h o o l  i n  Alva ,  

i n  t h e  Cherokee  S t r i p ,  a l s o  p a s s e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  A b i l l  

g i v i n g  t h e  " t e x t  book t r u s t "  an e x c l u s i v e  c o n t r a c t  w i th  t h e  

t e r r i t o r y ' s  s c h o o l s ,  however ,  a l s o  p a s s e d  t h e  Assembly.  

Even Boy Hoffman, t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  D em ocra t ic  Oklahoma 

l e a d e r , denounced t h e  m e asu re ,  b e l i e v i n g  i t  would s u r e l y  

d e s t r o y  f u s i o n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  I n  t h e  end Democrats  had s i 

d e t r a c k e d  o r  g u t t e d  much o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  s p o n s o r e d  r e f o r m s .  

T h e i r  f o o t d r a g g i n g ,  i n  f a c t ,  l e f t  more t h a n  f i f t y  u n r e s o l v e d  

p i e c e s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  on t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  c a l e n d a r s  when t h e  

assem bly  a d j o u r n e d  om March 12,  1 8 9 7 . 2 6

Governor  Benfrow p o c k e t  v e to e d  t h e  u n i fo rm  t e x t b o o k  b i l l  

a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  a lo n g  w i th  sev e n  o t h e r  

m e a s u re s .  In  a l l ,  t h e  D em o cra t ic  g o v e rn o r  v e to e d  an even 

dozen b i l l s .  Most were  t h e  p e t  p r o j e c t s  of  P o p u l i s t s  o r  De

m o c ra t s  who f r e q u e n t l y  v o t e d  w i th  t h e i r  t h i r d  p a r t y  c o l 

l e a g u e s .  B i l l s  r e c e i v i n g  Benfrow*s o f f i c i a l  d i s a p p r o v a l  

were  G a r r i s o n ' s  a n t i - g o l d  c o n t r a c t  b i l l .  S p e a k e r  T o u s l e y ' s  

measure  a l l o w i n g  v o t e r s  t o  e l e c t  n o n - a t t o r n e y s  t o  t h e  p o s i 

t i o n  o f  p r o b a t e  j u d g e .  P o p u l i s t  Dale  L y t t o n ' s  b i l l  a l l o w i n g  

t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  remove t e r r i t o r i a l  o f f i c i a l s  and a Democ

r a t i c  s u b s t i t u t e  b i l l  a b o l i s h i n g  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  o i l  i n s p e c 

t o r ,  which most P o p u l i s t s  had s u p p o r t e d .  Measures  r e c e i v i n g

2® G u t h r i e  Beek l y Okl a homa  Leade r .  25 March 1897; Alva Be-  
p u b l i c a n T  29 J a n u a r y  1897 and G u t h r i e  Be e k l y  Oklahoma 
l e a d e r ,  4 S 18 March 1897. Although a P o p u l i s t  i n t r o 
duced t h e  Alva c o l l e g e  b i l l ,  v o t i n g  on t h e  measure  was 
l a r g e l y  a l o n g  r e g i o n a l  r a t h e r  th a n  p a r t y  l i n e s .
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t h e  p o c k e t  v e t o ,  i a  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  book b i l l ,  

i n c l u d e d  B e r r y ' s  b i l l  l i m i t i n g  t h e  powers  o f  t h e  Board of 

E g u a l i z a t i o n ;  a Democrat  s p o n s o r e d ,  b u t  P o p u l i s t  s u p p o r t e d ,  

s c h o o l  l a n d  l a w ;  i i l l i s *  a n t i - t r u s t  b i l l ;  and  a t a x  on 

w h o l e s a l e  b e e r  d i s t r i b u t o r s .  A cco rd ing  t o  t h e  Oklahoma Be- 

p r e s e n t a t i v e . " a b o u t  a l l  t h e  r e fo rm  m easu re s  t h a t  s u c c e e d e d  

i n  p a s s i n g  a s e m i - h o s t i l e  l e g i s l a t u r e  were  s q u e l c h e d  by th e  

g o v e r n o r . "  Such power i n  t h e  h an d s  o f  a n  e x e c u t i v e ,  V in c e n t  

p r o c l a i m e d ,  was "a  d a n g e r o u s  p r e r o g a t i v e . "  R e p u b l i c a n s ,  

however ,  p ro n o u n c e d  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  u se  o f  t h e  v e t o  t h e  O k la 

hom an 's  o n ly  s a f e g u a r d  a g a i n s t  " i g n o r a n t "  l e g i s l a t i o n .

T h ree  m e a s u r e s  Democra ts  p a r t i c u l a r l y  l i k e d ,  and Governor  

Benfrow r e a d i l y  s i g n e d  i n t o  l aw ,  d e a l t  w i th  O k la h o m a 's  b l a c k  

p o p u l a t i o n .  The 1897 l e g i s l a t u r e  p r o v i d e d  f o r  s e g r e g a t e d  

s c h o o l s ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  a c o l l e g e  f o r  b l a c k s  a t  L a n g s to n  and 

p a s s e d  an e l e c t i o n  law d e s i g n e d  t o  d i s f r a n c h i s e  i l l i t e r a t e  

b l a c k s . 2  8 D em ocra ts  s p o n s o r e d  and  unan im ous ly  v o t e d  f o r  each  

o f  t h e  m e a s u r e s .  R e p u b l i c a n s  opposed  t h e  e l e c t i o n  law which 

a l s o  r e v e r s e d  t h e  a n t i - f u s i o n  law o f  1895.2* o n l y  J .  P .  D,

2  2  G u t h r i e  B ee k ly  Oklahoma  L e a d e r , 18 March 1897; G u t h r i e  
Oklahoma R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , 18 March 1897 and Alva R e p u b l i 
c a n , 26 F e b r u a r y  Î 8 9 7 .

2 8  The e l e c t i o n  law a b o l i s h e d  t h e  use o f  d e v i c e s  on b a l l o t s ,  
a r r a n g e d  names i n  a s i n g l e  column un d e r  e ac h  o f f i c e  and 
a l t e r n a t e d  t h e  o r d e r  o f  c a n d i d a t e s  by p a r t y  f o r  e ac h  o f f 
i c e .

2* The a n t i - f u s i o n  law o f  1895 may have  been a f a c t o r  i n  t h e  
r e d u c e d  v o t e r  t u r n o u t  o f  1895. Some s c h o l a r s  a t t r i b u t e  
much o f  t h e  r e d u c e d  v o t e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  
c e n t u r y  t o  l e g a l  m a n i p u l a t i o n .  In  Oklahoma, how ever ,  r e 
moval o f  t h e  a n t i - f u s i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n  d i d  n o t  r e v e r s e  t h e
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f loa r iguand  v o te d  a g a i n s t  s e g r e g a t e d  s c h o o l s .  A lthough  s e v 

e r a l  P o p u l i s t s  opposed s e g r e g a t i o n ,  a l l  t h i r d  p a r t y  members 

e i t h e r  v o t e d  f o r  t h e  a n t i - b l a c k  l e g i s l a t i o n  o r  were a b s e n t  

f o r  t h e  f i n a l  v o t e s ,

On t h e  eve  o f  a d jo u r n m e n t  Roy Hoffman p ro c l a im e d  f u s i o n  

**a g r e a t  success .**  A c co rd in g  t o  t h e  D e m o cra t ic  e d i t o r ,  t h e  

f u s i o n  p a r t i e s  s t o o d  t o g e t h e r  on t h e  " f u n d a m e n t a l  p r i n c i p l e s  

o f  economy and p r o g r e s s , "  and e n a c t e d  " a  l a r g e  number of  

v i s e  m e a s u r e s . "  He p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  p o p u l a r  demand would keep 

t h e  c o a l i t i o n  i n t a c t .  As an e n d o r s e m e n t  o f  H o f fm an ' s  v iews 

Ralph  Bray r e p r i n t e d  t h e  D e m o cra t ic  e d i t o r ' s  a s s e s s m e n t  i n  

t h e  Enid Coming E v e n t s . To d r i v e  home h i s  p o i n t ,  Bray pub

l i s h e d  a c o m p a r a t i v e  s t u d y  showing  t h e  f o u r t h  l e g i s l a t u r e ' s  

a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  t o  be s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e d u c e d ,  compared t o  i t s  

p r e d e c e s s o r ' s .  S i m i l a r  c o m p a r i s o n s  emerged from t h e  O klaho

ma L e a d e r .  John DeBois ,  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  C o u n c i l o r  who r e p r e 

s e n t e d  G u t h r i e  i n  1897,  e n u m era te d  t h e  l a w s  he  found  most 

i m p o r t a n t .  They i n c l u d e d  t h e  u s u r y  l a w ,  b a n k in g  re fo rm  and 

lo w e r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  f e e s  and s a l a r i e s .  The D em ocra t ic

t r e n d  to w a rd  lo w e r  v o t e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  V o te r  t u r n o u t  i n  
Oklahoma in  1898 was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  lo w e r  t h a n  i t  was i n  
e i t h e r  1896 o r  1894, d e s p i t e  t h e  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  1895 
a n t i - f u s i o n  law .  A b i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  t h e  d e b a t e  o v e r  l e g a l  
m a n i p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  v o t i n g  p r o c e s s ,  a l o n g  w i th  a d i s c u s 
s i o n  o f  a n t i - f u s i o n  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  can be found  i n  P e t e r  H. 
A r g e r s i n g e r ,  " 'A  P l a c e  on t h e  B a l l o t : '  F u s io n  P o l i t i c s  
and A n t i f u s i o n  Laws,"  American  H i s t o r i c a l  Review 85, no.  
2 ( A p r i l ,  1 980 ) :  287 -306 .

30 G u t h r i e  Week l y O k lahoma L e a d e r . 18 March 1897; Alva Be-  
E a b l i ç a n 7 ” 2“ Â p r i l ” Î 8 9 7 ;  H o u s e " J o u r n a l  (1 8 9 7 ) ,  pp .  1192-93 
and C o u n c i l  J o u r n a l  (1 8 9 7 ) ,  pp .  1371, 1373.
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Alva Pi o n e e r  added t h a t  t h e  o n ly  D em ocra t ic  o r  P o p u l i s t  

e d i t o r s  who denounced t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  s im p ly  had n o t  y e t  

« s e c u r e d  a ' r a k e  o f f . ' ” ’ !

C r i t i c s  o f  t h e  f o u r t h  l e g i s l a t u r e  were g u ic k  t o  r e p l y  t o  

t h e  u n c r i t i c a l  p ronouncem ents  o f  D em ocra t ic  and P o p u l i s t  f u 

s i o n i s t s .  The e d i t o r  o f  t h e  D em o cra t ic  L e x in g to n  L e a d e r , 

found t h e  C o u n c i l  «dom ina ted  by a s e t  o f  j a c k l e g  l a w y e r s  who 

c a n ' t  s e e  a n y t h i n g  b u t  t h e i r  own i m p o r t a n c e . "  The Alva Re

publ i c a n p r o c l a i m e d  t h e  1897 l e g i s l a u t r e  a blow t o  t h e  t e r 

r i t o r y ' s  p r o s p e r i t y  and p r e d i c t e d  c a p i t a l  would s t e e r  c l e a r  

of  Oklahoma- Leo V in c e n t  took  p a r t i c u l a r  e x c e p t i o n  t o  Coun

c i l o r  DeBois '  c l a i m  t o  b e in g  a r e f o r m e r ,  and p o i n t e d  t o  h i s  

v o t e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  P o p u l i s t  s p o n so re d  a n t i - g o l d  c o n t r a c t s  

b i l l  and S h a n n o n ' s  f e e  and s a l a r y  m e a s u r e . ’ z

T e r r i t o r i a l  ch a i rm an  Leo V in c e n t ,  who had been t h e  f a t h e r  

o f  f u s i o n  i n  1896, r a p i d l y  became t h e  d a r l i n g  of  m i d d l e - o f -  

t h e - r o a d e r s  i n  t h e  wake o f  t h e  1897 l e g i s l a t u r e .  The Guth

r i e  e d i t o r  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  " t h e  l o g i c  o f  e v e n t s  p o i n t e d  with  

i r r e s i s t a b l e  f o r c e  t o  a  c o o p e r a t i o n  wi th  Democracy,"  i n

1896. He saw very  l i t t l e  o f  " J e f f e r s o n  and J a c k s o n  r e i n c a r 

n a t e d , "  however,  i n  t h e  " r e g e n e r a t e d  Democracy" of  1897.

’ ! G u th r i e  Weekly Oklahoma Leade r . 11 March 1897; Enid  Com
i ng E v e n t s ,  8 A p r i l  Î 8 9 7 ;  g u t h r i e  D a i ly  Okla homa l e a d e r . 
25 March Ï897  and Alva P i o n e e r . 26 March 1897. A p p r o p r i 
a t i o n s  from t h e  t h i r d  l e g i s l a t u r e  [1895) t o t a l e d  
$ 1 7 0 ,8 9 6 ,  w h i l e  t h e  f o u r t h  l e g i s l a t u r e  (1897) a p p r o p r i a t 
e d  $15 0 ,3 2 2 .

32 L e x in g to n  Leader  in  t h e  Norman P e o p l e s  V o ic e . 19 March 
1897; Alva R e p u b l i c a n ,  19 March 1897 and G u t h r i e  Oklahoma 
Re p r e s e n t a t i v e . 18 March 1897.
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Most o f  t t ie  p ro p o sed  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  Oklahoma 

R e p r é s e n t a t i v e  b e f o r e  t h e  1897 l e g i s l a t u r e  met had b een  de

f e a t e d ,  v e to e d  o r  s u b v e r t e d . ^3

V in cen t  had n o t h i n g  b u t  a d u l a t i o n  f o r  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  

t h i r d  p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r s  o f  1897, most n o t a b l y  G a r r i s o n  and 

W i l l i s .  O th e r  P o p u l i s t  assemblymen, how ever ,  r e c e i v e d  t h e  

f u l l  b r u n t  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  e d i t o r ' s  c r i t i c i s m .  D e l b e r t  Ran

d o lp h ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  had k i l l e d  W i l l i s *  f e e  and s a l a r y  b i l l  

wi th  a n e g a t i v e  v o t e .  A s t u d y  o f  h i s  c a l l  v o t e s  i n  t h e  

C o u n c i l  shows Randolph and D. B. Lea rned  b o t h  v o te d  w i th  De

m o c ra t s  more o f t e n  t h a n  w i th  members o f  t h e i r  own p a r t y .  

V i n c e n t ' s  b r o t h e r ,  Henry ,  n o t e d  t h a t  none o f  t h e  f u s i o n  l e g 

i s l a t u r e s  o f  1897 were  "composed o f  t h e  same m a t e r i a l  a s  

c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  '8 9  and '91  {Kansas} l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d i e s . "  

Kansas and Oklahoma l e g i s l a t o r s ,  he  c l a i m e d ,  had done n o t h 

ing  more s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a n  " f i d d l e  and s n o r t  o v e r  t h e  a d j u s t 

ment o f  f e e s  and s a l a r i e s . "3*

J .  C. T o u s l e y ,  who V in c e n t  had a p e r s o n a l  g ru d g e  a g a i n s t ,  

r e c e i v e d  t h e  G u t h r i e  e d i t o r ' s  s h a r p e s t  b a r b s .  Accord ing  to  

V i n c e n t ,  T o u s le y  had k i l l e d  J o h n s o n ' s  r a i l w a y  b i l l  t h e  day 

a f t e r  he  had " s a t  a t  a p r i n c e l y  b a n g u e t  g i v e n  by t h e  San ta  

F e . "  T o u s le y  had a l s o  p r o c l a i m e d  h i s  d e s i r e  t o  s ee  a " r e a 

s o n a b l e "  u s u r y  b i l l  a t  t h e  t i m e  Democrats  k i l l e d  a P o p u l i s t

3 3 G u t h r i e  O klahoma R e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  6 May, 8 A p r i l  and 18 
March 1897.

3* G u th r i e  O klahoma R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 25 March 1897 and Coun
c i l  J o u r n a l  {1897),  pp .  1371-73 .
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sp o n s o r e d  m easure .  V in c e n t  a l s o  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  El fieno 

e d i t o r  had v o t e d  f o r  h i s  own p o c k e tb o o k ,  i n s t e a d  o f  f o r  h i s  

c o n s t i t u e n t s ,  on a m easure  r e d u c i n g  t h e  p r i c e  o f  l e g a l  

p r i n t i n g .  By t h e  end o f  t h e  s e s s i o n ,  V in c e n t  c l a i m e d  t h a t  

no p a p e r  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  l o u s l e y ' s  own " l i t t l e  

p r o o f - s h e e t  p r e s s  . . .  {had} t h e  e f f r o n t e r y  t o  a r i s e  t o  t h e  

s p e a k e r ' s  d e f e n c e "  V in c e n t  l a b e l e d  t h e  E l  Reno l e g i s l a t o r  

" t h e  w o rs t  o f  a l l  t h e  P o p u l i s t  f a i l u r e s . " * *

O th e r  e v a l u a t i o n s  o f  t h e  1897 l e g i s l a t u r e  were n o t  so  

c r i t i c a l .  P o p u l i s t  n a t i o n a l  commit teeman R. H. F r e n c h ,  who 

e d i t e d  th e  C h a n d l e r  P u b l i c i s t , t h o u g h t  many o f  t h e  comments 

P o p u l i s t  e d i t o r s  had p u t  f o r t h  were h a r s h  and u n j u s t .  Few 

o f  t h e  men who s e r v e d  i n  t h e  f o u r t h  a s s e m b l y ,  he n o t e d ,  were 

e x p e r i e n c e d  l e g i s l a t o r s .  On t h e  whole ,  F rench  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  

t h e  1897 body had  made fe w er  m i s t a k e s  and  p a sse d  s o r e  whole 

some l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a n  had i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r s .  R e p u b l i c a n  Cas

s i u s  B a r n e s ,  however ,  who became O k lah o m a 's  f i f t h  g o v e r n o r  

s h o r t l y  a f t e r  he c o m p le ted  h i s  l e g i s l a t i v e  d u t i e s  i n  1897, 

p r o u d l y  p ro c la im e d  t h a t  "no  v i c i o u s  l e g i s l a t i o n "  had e v e r  

emanated from an Oklahoma l e g i s l a t u r e .  He went on t o  s t a t e  

t h a t  Oklahomans c o u ld  r e j o i c e  i n  t h e  knowledge t h a t  " a l l  

p r o p o s i t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  c o r p o r a t e  i n v e s t m e n t s  

have  been  u n i f o r m e l y  d e f e a t e d . " * *  Leo V in c e n t  a c c o r d e d  t h e

** G u t h r i e  Ok l a h oma R epres e n t a t i v e .  18 March and 22 A p r i l
1897.

** C h a n d l e r  P u b l i c i s t .  30 A p r i l  1897 and  R ep o r t  o f  t h e  Gov
e r n o r  Of Oklahoma (1 8 9 7 ) ,  p .  37 .
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t h i r d  p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r s *  f a i l u r e  " t o  s u p p o r t  P o p u l i s t  

m e a su re s "  t o  a l a c k  o f  g ro u n d in g  i n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  th e  

P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y .  He hoped t h a t  " o r g a n i z a t i o n  and e d u c a t io n ,  

t h e  p e a c e f u l  han d m aid en s  o f  e v o l u t i o n ,  w i l l  y e t  rem ode l o u r  

s o c i a l  o r d e r  on t h e  l i n e s  o f  f r a t e r n i t y  and e q u a l i t y . "  As 

t o  s p e c i f i c  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  how ever, V in c e n t  p rom ised  t o  have 

"an  egg h a t c h i n g  f o r  e v e r y  member o f  t h e  l a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  

who b e t r a y e d  h i s  c o n s t i t u e n t s .  "3

The f o u r t h  l e g i s l a t u r e  was a d e b a c l e  f o r  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  

p a r t y  i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .  E x p o n e n ts  o f  f u s i o n  had 

p ro m ised  a r e v o l u t i o n  i n  governm ent from  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  r e 

form a s se m b ly .  P o p u l i s t  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  how ever, d id  n o t  have 

a m a jo r i t y  i n  e i t h e r  h ouse  and  t h e r e f o r e  became v i c t i m s  o f  

D em o cra tic  n e g a t i v i s m .  R e g e n e ra te d  Democracy p roved  l a r g e l y  

i l l u s o r y  i n  t h e  1897 l e g i s l a t u r e .  A lthough  c e r t a i n  Democ

r a t s ,  nam ely Henry S t e e l e  J o h n s to n  and  J .  H. J o h n so n ,  pushed 

h a rd  f o r  s p e c i f i c  r e f o r m s ,  m ost o f  t h e i r  o ld  p a r t y  c o l 

l e a g u e s  s u b v e r t e d  o r  k i l l e d  p rom ised  r e f o r m s .

The P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  had r e p r e s e n t e d  i t s e l f  t o  th e  v o t e r s  

a s  a v i a b l e  o p t i o n  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  main

s t r e a m  p a r t i e s  b e f o r e  1896. F a i l u r e  t o  p ro d u ce  th e  p rom ised  

r e s u l t s ,  how ever, q u i c k ly  d i s c r e d i t e d  t h i r d  p a r t y  l e a d e r s .  

The d e e p e n in g  f u s i o n - m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d  c le a v a g e  among p a r t y  

l e a d e r s  became c r i t i c a l  w i th  t h e  C a l l a h a n - V in c e n t  c o n t r o v e r -  

s e y .  Ever a f t e r  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  f a i l e d  t o  sp eak  w ith  a

37 G u t h r i e  O k l a h o m a  Re p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  25 M arch  a n d  1 A p r i l
1 8 9 7 .
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s i n g l e  v o i c e .  T h i s  a l s o  h e lp e d  remove th e  p a r t y  a s  a v i a b l e  

a l t e r n a t i v e .  The problem  o f  a s s e s s i n g  e x a c t l y  what Popu

l i s t s  would do i f  g iv e n  pow er, h ow ever , must re m a in  a my

s t e r y ,  k t  no t im e  d id  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  e v e r  c o n t r o l  bo th  

h o u se s  and t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  c h a i r  o f  any s t a t e  o r  t e r r i t o r y .  

M ainstream  p a r t y  o f f i c e h o l d e r s ,  t h u s ,  f o r e v e r  had a b re a k

upon unw anted P o p u l i s t  l e g i s l a t i o n .



Chapter XII 
THE FBOIIS OF EZPEOIEICI

S l i g h t l y  l e s s  chan  a month a f t e r  O klahom a's  f o u r t h  l e g i s 

l a t i v e  assem bly  a d jo u r n e d ,  Leo V in cen t  r e s ig n e d  a s  ch a irm an  

o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  p a r t y ' s  t e r r i t o r i a l  co m m itte e .  H is  fe u d  

w ith  J .  Y. C a l la h a n  and c r i t i c i s m  o f  th e  d o - n o th in g  1897 f u 

s io n  l e g i s l a t u r e  had a l i e n a t e d  him from much o f  t h e  t h i r d  

p a r t y ' s  l e a d e r s h i p .  Having changed h i s  mind on f u s i o n ,  he 

was d e f i n i t e l y  o u t  o f  s t e p  w ith  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  i n  th e  O kla 

homa re fo rm  movement. Harmony, he n o te d ,  was n e ed e d ,  and 

r e t i r i n g  t o  t h e  r a n k s  would a l lo w  him t o  sp ea k  h i s  mind more 

f r e e l y . :

V in cen t  r e c o u n te d  h i s  t e n u r e  a s  p a r t y  ch a irm an  i n  h i s  

l e t t e r  o f  r e s i g n a t i o n .  When he was ch o sen  t o  t a k e  o v e r  

l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  p a r t y  i n  J u l y ,  1894, he found  p r a c t i c a l l y  

no o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  no d a ta  on p a r t y  s u p p o r t e r s  o r  c o n t r i b u t o r s  

and th e  "mixed c o n d i t i o n s  i n c i d e n t  t o  p a s t  f u s io n  w ith  th e  

D em o cra ts ."  H i th  a m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d  c o u r s e  in  1894 and an 

a g g r e s s iv e  v e t e r a n  o f  p a s t  e g a l i t a r i a n  c r u s a d e s  a t  th e  head 

o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  t i c k e t ,  V in cen t  a p p l i e d  h i s  n o te w o r th y  o r 

g a n i z a t i o n a l  t a l e n t s  t o  a t e r r i t o r i a l  p a r t y  s t i l l b o r n

: G u th r ie  Oklahoma i e p r e s e n t § t i v e ,  8 A p r i l  1897.

-  334 -
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th ro u g h  in co m p e ten ce  and s c a n d a l .  The r e s u l t  was a f o u r 

f o l d  i n c r e a s e  i n  th e  t h i r d  p a r t y ’ s  v o t e .  B ecause  f r e e  s i l 

v e r  f o r c e s  tr iu m p h e d  i n  t h e  D em o cra t ic  p a r t y  w i th  t h e  nomi

n a t i o n  o f  W il l iam  J e n n in g s  B ryan , how ever, V in c e n t  came to  

B e l i e v e  t h a t  "a  u n i te d  e f f o r t  seemed a d e s t i n y  i n  1896 u nder  

LIKE p l a t f o r m s . " *

Leo V in c e n t  th rew  h i s  "w hole  f o r c e ,  r e p u t a t i o n  and even  

f a m i ly  i n t e r e s t s "  i n t o  t h e  f r e e  s i l v e r  cam paign o f  1896. 

C a l l a h a n ,  h ow ever , ra n  b e h in d  r a t h e r  t h a n  ahead  o f  h i s  t i c k 

e t ,  and won o n ly  a na rrow  v i c t o r y  o v e r  F ly n n .  D em ocrats  and 

a few s e l f - s e e k i n g  P o p u l i s t s ,  V in c en t  c la im e d ,  th e n  p o iso n ed  

C a l l a h a n ’s  mind a g a i n s t  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  c h a irm an .  When th e  

d e l e g a t e - e l e c t  r e f u s e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h e  p a r t y ’ s 

e x e c u t iv e  com m ittee  i n  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s e y ,  a l a s t i n g  d ish a rm o 

ny e n t e r e d  th e  re fo rm  movement. A lth o u g h  e v e n t s  were d i f f e 

r e n t  e l s e w h e r e ,  a w id en in g  b re a c h  betw een f u s i o n i s t s  and 

m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d e r s  a p p e a re d  a t  th e  same t im e  w h erev e r  th e  

P e o p le ’ s  p a r t y  was a c t i v e . =

A ccord ing  t o  Leo V in c e n t ,  t h e  " s u p e r f i c i a l  and j u v e n i l e  

c o n d u c t"  o f  t h e  1897 l e g i s l a t u r e ,  " p r e c lu d e d  any ch an ce  f o r  

a s u c c e s s f u l  c o n t i n u a t i o n "  o f  f u s i o n ,  i n  h i s  mind. The na 

t u r e  o f  f u s i o n ,  how ever, bound P o p u l i s t s  and D em ocrats  t o 

g e t h e r  f o r  two y e a r s .  The G u th r ie  e d i t o r  s t a t e d  t h a t  he 

c o u ld  no l o n g e r  be h e l p f u l  i n  " a  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  t h e  p a s t  n o r

2  The em p h as is  i s  V in c e n t ’ s .

3 G u th r ie  Oklahoma R ep re se n t a t i v e , 8 A p r i l  1897.
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g u a r a n t e e  s a n c t i o n  o f  a l l  p a r t y  c o n d u c t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e . ” 

V in c e n t ’ s  r e s i g n a t i o n  l e t t e r ,  h o v e v e r ,  was a  r e a f f i r m a t i o n  

o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  f a i t h  more th a n  a c o n c e s s io n  o f  v i c t o r y  to  

t h o s e  who opposed  him w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y .  H is  r e a l  r e a s o n  f o r  

r e s i g n i n g  was h i s  p l a n  t o  move from t h e  t e r r i t o r y  i n  th e

n e a r  f u t u r e .  A lth o u g h  he would n o t  p u b l i c l y  announce  h i s

p l a n s  f o r  s e v e r a l  m on ths , V in c e n t  had  been  o f f e r e d  t h e  e d i 

t o r s h i p  o f  a  p ro p o s e d  t h i r d  p a r t y  p a p e r  a t  B o u ld e r ,  C o lo ra 

do. ♦

A lth o u g h  V in c e n t  p la n n e d  t o  l e a v e  Oklahoma, he r e t a i n e d  

an i n t e r e s t  in  t h e  p a r t y  he had h e lp e d  c o n s t r u c t .  H is  r e 

s i g n a t i o n  from th e  c h a i r m a n s h ip  s p u r r e d  a  p l e t h o r a  o f  e d i t o 

r i a l  r e s p o n s e s  from h i s  j o u r n a l i s t i c  c o l l e a g u e s .  H is  o ld  

n e m e s is ,  F rank  G r e e r ,  f e i g n e d  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  V in c e n t ’ s  ex 

a s p e r a t i o n .  G re e r  l a b e l e d  V in c e n t ’ s  o f f s p r i n g ,  t h e  1897 

l e g i s l a t u r e ,  a  h u m i l i a t i n g  f a i l u r e ,  and  n o te d  t h a t  th e  ex 

p e c te d  c h i e f  c l e r k s h i p  and p r i n t i n g  c o n t r a c t s  bad gone to

o t h e r s .  A cco rd in g  t o  G r e e r ,  t h e  u n g r a t e f u l  f r e e  s i l v e r  l e g 

i s l a t o r s  had ” jumped o n to  t h e i r  c r e a t o r  and b e n e f a c t o r  l i k e  

a  pack  o f w olves and b o re  him t o r n  and  b l e e d i n g  t o  th e

* M e r r i ly  Cummings Ford ( c o m p i l e r ) ,  "The I n v i n c i b l e  Vin
c e n t s , "  U n p u b lish ed  m a n u s c r ip t  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  Mrs. 
F o rd ,  p. 36 .  E v id en ce  C o lo ra d o  was a l r e a d y  on V in c e n t ’ s  
mind came i n  t h e  fo rm  o f  s m a l l  f i l l e r  on t h e  e d i t o r i a l  
page o f  t h e  e d i t i o n  which c o n t a i n e d  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  l e t 
t e r -  V in c e n t  c a l l e d  C o lo ra d o  "one  o f  th e  most p r o g r e s s i v e  
s t a t e s , ” and n o te d  t h a t  i t  had woman’s  s u f f r a g e  and had 
a b o l i s h e d  c a p i t a l  p u n ish m e n t .  John  F u r lo n g ,  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  
Oklahoma’ s  f i g h t  t o  a b o l i s h  c a p i t a l  p u n ish m en t c o u ld  a l s o  
be found  in  B o u ld e r  i n  1898- W hether he p re c e d e d  o r  f o l 
lowed V in c e n t  i s  unknown. I b i d .  and  Oklahoma C i ty  O klaho
ma Champio n , 25 March 1898.
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g r o u n d .” V in c e n t  e x p e c te d  a p e c u n ia ry  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  from 

G re e r  and a t t r i b u t e d  i t  t o  " t h e  u t t e r  a b se n c e  o f  a p r i n c i p l e  

i n  t h e  m inds o f  t h e  a v e r a g e  o ld  p a r ty  a d v o c a t e - ” ®

Boy Hoffman, G u t h r i e ' s  D em o cra tic  e d i t o r ,  a l s o  had some 

a c r i d  comments t o  make upon V i n c e n t ' s  r e t i r e m e n t .  He 

c la im e d  t h a t  t h e  P o p u l i s t  e d i t o r  had r e s i g n e d  a t  t h e  r e g u e s t  

o f  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  t e r r i t o r i a l  c o m m it te e ,  an  e r r o r  he was 

f o r c e d  t o  r e t r a c t  t h e  f o l lo w in g  day . Hoffman, a s  w e l l  a s  

a lm o s t  a l l  o t h e r  c o m m e n ta to rs ,  f r e e l y  acknow ledged  V i n c e n t ' s  

o r g a n iz in g  t a l e n t s .  The P o p u l i s t  e d i t o r ,  he  a s s e r t e d ,  was 

" a  good d r i l l m a s t e r ,  b u t  o f  no a c c o u n t  a s  a l e a d e r . ” Ac

c o r d in g  to  Hoffm an, D em ocrats  were l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

C a l l a h a n ' s  v i c t o r y  i n  1896. For t h i s  r e a s o n ,  Hoffman con

c lu d e d ,  P o p u lism  and Democracy m ight have  "a  d i r e c t  and com

mon sym pathy" w ith  each  o t h e r ,  b u t  w i th  V in c e n t  a t  t h e  helm 

i t  had no common aim. H ith  t h e  P o p u l i s t  e d i t o r  gone from 

t h e  c h a i r m a n s h ip ,  how ever, Hoffman p r e d i c t e d  f u t u r e  s u c c e s s  

f o r  f u s i o n - *

V in cen t  r e p r i n t e d  t h e  re m ark s  o f  most Oklahoma P o p u l i s t  

e d i t o r s  on h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  w he ther c o m p lim en ta ry  o r  n o t .  

O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  he  added e d i t o r i a l  comment, such  a s  when A. C. 

Towne fo u n d  r e a s o n  to  c r i t i c i z e  th e  c h a i r m a n 's  r o l e  i n  f u 

s i o n .  V in c e n t  n o te d  t h a t  T ow ne 's  d i s c o v e r y  o f  th e  m id d le -

s G u th r i e  D a i ly  Ok l a homa S t a t e  C a p i t a l  in  t h e  G u th r i e  O k la 
homa B g E r e s e n t§ t iv e ,  15 A p r i l  1897.

* D a i l y  O k la h o m a  L e a d e r ,  i n  t h e  G u t h r i e  O k lahoma R e p r é s e n t a 
t i v e ,  15 A p r i l  1 8 9 7 .
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o f - t h e - r o a d  must have been  even  more r e c e n t  th a n  h i s  own. 

The Alva e d i t o r ' s  v i r u l e n t  a n t i - f u s i o n  t i r a d e  was p r i n t e d  

d i r e c t l y  under an  e n d o rsem en t o f  i i l l i a m  J e n n in g s  Bryan f o r  

p r e s i d e n t  i n  1900.

I n  r e t u r n i n g  to  a m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d  p o s i t i o n ,  Leo Vin

c e n t  found th e  comments o f  John  A llan  on h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  t h e  

most n o te w o r th y .  The Norman e d i t o r  to o k  o c c a s io n  t o  l e c t u r e  

t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  c h a irm an  on t h e  p i t f a l l s  o f  w ork ing  w i th  th e  

D em ocra tic  p a r t y .  B a th e r  th a n  t a k e  o f f e n s e  a t  t h e  one O kla

homa P o p u l i s t  e d i t o r  who had rem a ined  c o n s i s t e n t  i n  h i s  com

m itm ent to  th e  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d ,  V in cen t  s t a t e d  t h a t  "we 

l i k e  him t h e  b e t t e r  f o r  i t . "  A ccord ing  t o  A l la n ,  V incen t 

had l o s t  h i s  P o p u l i s t  p r i n c i p l e s  a y e a r  b e f o r e  and "had 

f lo u n d e re d  a ro u n d  e v e r  s i n c e  on a  s e a  o f  d o u b t . "  As p a r ty  

ch a irm an  i n  1896, A l la n  n o te d ,  V in cen t  had an e n t h u s i a s t i c  

and w e l l  o rg a n iz e d  p a r t y .  He a l s o  had a  s t r o n g  and v ig o ro u s  

p r e s s ,  " a b u n d a n t ly  s u p p l i e d  w ith  j u s t i c e  and t r u t h  t o  s h e l l  

th e  works o f  t h e  enem y."  i h y ,  th e n ,  d id  t h e  p a r t y  chairm an  

show su ch  s i g n s  o f  d i s t r e s s ,  A l la n  a sk e d ?  I n  answ er t o  h i s  

own q u e ry ,  A llan  n o te d  t h a t  " t h e  r e f o r m e r  i s  p rone  som etim es 

t o  s t e p  a s i d e  t o  t r y  and a v o id  some o f  t h e  d a n g e r s  he b e 

h o ld s  i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e . " A l la n  was p l e a s e d ,  how ever, t h a t  

h i s  c o l l e a g u e  had found  t h a t  th e  sm oo the r  p a th  d id  n o t  le a d  

t o  re fo rm , and a g a in  had " s e t  h i s  f a c e  to  t h e  b l a s t  . . .  

s t e e r i n g  n e i t h e r  t o  t h e  r i g h t  n o r  t h e  l e f t  f o r  seem ing tem-

? A l v a  Rev iew  i n  t h e  G u t h r i e  Okl a h oma Re p r é s e n t a t i v e . 22
A p r i l  1 8 9 7 .
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p o ra ry  ex p ed ien cy ."®

V incen t a g re e d  w i th  A l la n  t h a t  e n th u s i a s m ,  r a t h e r  th a n  

r e a s o n ,  had r u l e d  t h i r d  p a r t y  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  i n  1896. The 

e n s u in g  s tam p ed e ,  V in c e n t  b e l i e v e d ,  a l lo w ed  i n f e r i o r  men to  

crowd t o  t h e  f r o n t  and r e c e i v e  t h e  p a r t y ' s  f a v o r s .  R ega in 

in g  h i s  b a l a n c e ,  V in c e n t  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  re fo rm  

depended upon t h e  " i n t e l l i g e n t  and s y m p a th e t i c  c o h e s io n "  

which came from e d u c a t io n  i n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  P o p u lism . 

V in c e n t  l a b e l e d  t h e  f r e e  s i l v e r  v i c t o r y  o f  1896 a v i c t o r y  o f 

num bers , b u t  n o t  o f  p r i n c i p l e s .  The 1897 l e g i s l a t u r e  showed 

a l l ,  V in c e n t  c o n te n d e d ,  t h a t  D em ocra ts ,  and some P o p u l i s t s ,  

l a c k e d  th e  p r o p e r  g ro u n d in g  i n  r e fo rm  p r i n c i p l e s  t o  a c h ie v e  

l a s t i n g  ch an g e .  The r e s u l t  was d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  a t  t h e  t h i r d  

p a r t y ' s  w asted  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .®

Leo V in cen t  p ro b a b ly  f e l t  some p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

f o r  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  i n  Oklahoma. He 

was one of t h e  f i r s t  f u s i o n i s t s  t o  r e c o g n iz e  t h e  damage t h a t  

r e s u l t e d  from P o p u l i s t s '  d e c i s i o n  t o  a d o p t  f u s i o n  f o r  a 

q u ic k  v i c t o r y  in  1896. V in c e n t ,  how ever, d id  n o t  k i l l  Popu

l i s m .  The most im p o r t a n t  P o p u l i s t  g o a l s  were n a t i o n a l  i n  

s c o p e .  O th e r  men, such  a s  n a t i o n a l  p a r t y  c h a irm an  Herman 

Taubeneck and 1892 P o p u l i s t  p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e  Jam es B. 

Weaver, were f a r  more i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  move 

from t h e  j u s t i c e  o r i e n t a t i o n  t h a t  had b u i l t  t h e  p a r t y  t o  th e

« Norman P e o p le s  V oice i n  t h e  G u th r i e  Oklahoma R e p r é s e n ta -  
t i v e ,  22 A p r i l  1897.

® G u t h r i e  O k lahom a  Be p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  8 S 15 A p r i l  1 8 9 7 .
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e x p ed ien cy  o r i e n t a t i o n  t h a t  h e lp e d  t o  d e s t r o y  i t .  I n  a 

s e n s e  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  a lw ay s  c o n ta i n e d  t h e  s e e d s  o f  i t s  

own d e s t r u c t i o n .  B ecause  P o p u l i s t s  viewed s o c i e t y  from  th e  

c y c l i c a l  E n l ig h te n m e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  th e y  were p a r t i c u l a r l y  

s u s c e p t i b l e  to  t h e  now o r  n e v e r  a p p e a l  o f  Bryan Democracy. 

F ree  s i l v e r  sy m b o lized  t h e  b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  what P o p u l i s t s  saw 

a s  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  monopoly and o p p r e s s io n ,  and th e y  f e a r e d  

t h a t  su ch  a d e v o lu t io n  from c i v i l i z a t i o n  would s u r e l y  fo l lo w  

a McKinley p r e s id e n c y .  V i n c e n t ' s  c o u r s e  in  1896 was sym pto

m a tic  o f  t h e  c o u r s e  most o t h e r  w e ll-m ean in g  P o p u l i s t s  t o o k .  

S o u th e rn  P o p u l i s t s ,  most n o ta b ly  T exans, c o n s t i t u t e d  th e  

b u lk  o f  t h e  f o r c e s  opposed  t o  f u s io n  w i th in  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  

p a r t y  i n  1896. They had b e t t e r  r e a s o n  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  s i n c 

e r i t y  o f  a " r e j u v e n a t e d  D em ocracy ,"  b e ca u se  th e y  r e s i d e d  i n  

a r e a s  where D em ocrats  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  o p p r e s s iv e  e l i t e .  

Texas P o p u l i s t s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  had b roken  from  th e  p r o g r e s 

s i v e  wing o f  t h e  D e m o cra t ic  p a r t y  to  found t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r 

t y  i n  1892. A f te r  t h e  P o p u l i s t  p a r t y  i n  Texas was c l e a r l y  

d e a d ,  how ever , many t h i r d  p a r t y  v e t e r a n s  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  

fo rm er  a l l e g i a n c e  and r e b u i l t  t h e  i l l - f a t e d  1890 c o a l i t i o n  

w ith  p r o g r e s s i v e  D em ocra ts .

Leo V in c en t  seemed t o  p r e f e r  J e s s e  Dunn, t h e  P o p u l i s t  

c o u n ty  a t t o r n e y  of Woods C oun ty , o r  t h i r d  p a r t y  assemblyman 

Thomas W i l l i s  a s  h i s  r e p la c e m e n t  i n  th e  t e r r i t o r i a l  c h a i r -

10 Worth R o b e r t  M i l l e r ,  " B u i ld in g  a P r o g r e s s i v e  C o a l i t i o n  i n  
T ex as ,  th e  Reform D e m o c r a t - P o p u l i s t  R approchem ent, 
1 9 0 0 -1 9 0 7 ,"  J o u rn a l  o f  S o u th e rn  His t o ry  { fo r th c o m in g ) .
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m a n 's  o f f i c e .  When Logan C ounty  P o p u l i s t s  c h o se  t o  e n d o r s e  

t h e i r  own man, Bev. L. F. L a v e r t y ,  a r e t i r i n g  b u t  w id e ly  

known man, V in c en t  was a b l e  t o  s u p p o r t  h im . As J .  Y. C a l l a 

han d e c l i n e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  co m m ittee  m ee t in g  which 

c h o s e  L a v e r ty  t o  r e p l a c e  V in c e n t ,  i t  was a  p l a c i d  a f f a i r .  

V in c e n t  had  announced  t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  Oklahoma R e p r e s e n ta 

t i v e . t o  C la rk  Hudson, e f f e c t i v e  J u l y  15, t h e  week b e f o r e .  

H. S .  Mounts o f  t h e  Tecumseh L e a d e r , j o i n e d  Hudson i n  Guth

r i e  a s  t h e  p a p e r ' s  new b u s i n e s s  m anager .  Hudson and Mounts 

would sen d  t h e  Oklahoma Rep r e s e n t a t i v e  i n t o  b an k ru p cy  i n  

1898. In h i s  l a s t  e d i t i o n  b e f o r e  moving t o  C o lo ra d o ,  Leo 

V in c en t  p r o p h e t i c a l l y  t o l d  Oklahoma P o p u l i s t s  t o  " k e e p  your 

eye  on Eugene V. Debs and h i s  S o c i a l  Democracy movement .

.  i t  i s  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  a f a r  r e a c h in g  r e v o l u t i o n . i

S in c e  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  P o p u l i s t s  t o  s i t  i n  t h e  1897 

l e g i s l a t u r e  came from  t h e  h i n t e r l a n d  o f  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ,  

i t  m igh t be e x p e c te d  t h a t  th e y  b e t t e r  r e f l e c t e d  th e  t r u e  

s e n t i m e n t s  o f  r a n k  and f i l e  P o p u l i s t  t h a n  a  G u th r i e  e d i t o r .  

The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  1898 e l e c t i o n ,  how ever, p ro v ed  t h i s  t o  be 

w rong .**  As e a r l y  a s  M arch, 1898, t h e  P o p u l i s t  t e r r i t o r i a l  

co m m itte e  v o te d  to  f u s e  w i th  t h e  D em ocra ts  i n  t h e  1898 e l e c 

t i o n s .  L a v e r t y ,  H udson, Bray and F r e n c h ,  who became th e  

movers and s h a k e r s  o f  f u s i o n  P opu lism  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 90s , met

** G u th r ie  W eekly Oklahoma L e a d e r . 22 A p r i l  1897 and G u th r ie  
O k lahoma R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 29 A p r i l  and 8 B 15 J u ly  1897.

** The 189 7 P o p u l i s t  l e g i s l a t o r s  a l s o  had  a much h i g h e r  edu
c a t i o n a l  l e v e l  and more e x p e r i e n c e  i n  p u b l i c  o f f i c e  th a n  
t h e  a v e ra g e  P o p u l i s t  v o t e r .
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w ith  D em ocrats  i n  May and  a g re e d  upon a  j o i n t  c o n v e n t io n  

w ith  t h e  o l d e r  p a r t y .

At t h e  D e m o c r a t i c - P o p u l i s t  t e r r i t o r i a l  c o n v e n t i o n ,  h e ld  

J u l y  13, 1898, i n  Oklahoma C i t y ,  t h e  c r u c i a l  v o te  on f u s i o n  

came on a n o t i o n  t o  a p p o in t  a c o n f e r e n c e  c o m m ittee  t o  meet 

w ith  t h e  D em o cra ts .  F u s i o n i s t s  won th e  p o l l  148 t o  29 . The 

two c o n v e n t i o n s  j o i n e d  i n t o  one f o r  t h e  d e l e g a t e  n o m in a t io n .  

A t w o - t h i r d s  m a j o r i t y  was n e c e s s a r y  f o r  n o m in a t io n .  Democ

r a t s ,  who w ere d e te rm in e d  t o  s e c u r e  th e  d e l e g a t e  n o m in a t io n  

f o r  th e m s e lv e s  i n  1898 re m a in ed  adam ant th ro u g h o u t  th e  

n i g h t .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  n in e  o ' c l o c k  t h e  n e x t  m o rn in g , on t h e  

s e v e n t y - f o u r t h  b a l l o t ,  th e y  f i n a l l y  t r iu m p h e d ,  and  nom inated  

Jam es B. K ea to n ,  a n  Oklahoma C i ty  law y er  and fo rm er  d i s t r i c t  

c o u r t  j u d g e ,  f o r  t h e  d e l e g a t e  s l o t .  K eaton c h o se  C la rk  Hud

son  a s  h i s  cam paign  manager and t h e  P o p u l i s t  t e r r i t o r i a l  

co m m itte e  e l e c t e d  W. H. F ren ch  t o  r e p l a c e  L a v e r ty  a s  p a r t y  

c h a i r m a n .» ♦

C le v e la n d  County  P o p u l i s t s  b o l t e d  t h e  Oklahoma C i ty  f u -  

s i o n i s t  c o n v e n t io n  and on S ep tem b er 1 , 1898, h e ld  t h e i r  own 

c o n v e n t io n  i n  G u t h r i e .  A. S. H a n k in s ,  a l i t t l e  known man 

from Foods County  r e c e i v e d  t h e  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d e r s '  h ig h 

e s t  h o n o r s .  I n  h i s  m em oirs , D enn is  F ly n n  l a t e r  c la im e d  t h a t  

h i s  f r i e n d s  m a n ip u la te d  t h e  e n t i r e  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d  con

»3 Oklahoma C i ty  O k lahoma  Champion, 11 March and 13 May 
1898.

»* Norman P e o p le s  V o ic e ,  15 J u l y  1898; Oklahoma C i ty  O klaho
ma Champion, ” l 5  J u ly  1898; Norman T r a n s c r i p t ,  1898 and 
B la c k w e l l  T im es-B eco rd ,  21 J u l y  1898.
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v e n t io n  in  o r d e r  t o  s p l i t  t h e  a a t i - B e p u b l i c a n  v o t e .  W hether 

t r u e  o r  n o t ,  H ankins  d id  n o t  draw enough v o te s  t o  a f f e c t  t h e  

outcome o f t h e  1898 e l e c t i o n .

On November 8 , 1898, R e p u b l ic a n s  a c h ie v e d  t h e i r  g r e a t e s t  

e l e c t o r a l  v i c t o r y  o f  th e  t e r r i t o r i a l  y e a r s .  D enn is  F lynn 

was r e t u r n e d  t o  C ongress  w ith  a 58.3% t o  39.1% v i c t o r y  o v e r  

K eaton . H ankins  c o l l e c t e d  th e  r e m a in in g  2.5% o f  t h e  v o te ,  

t h e  GOP*s v o te  i n  1898 was q u i t e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e i r  1896 p o l l .  

S tay  a t  home P o p u l i s t s ,  how ever, s e v e r e l y  re d u c ed  K e a to n 's  

t o t a l .  V o te r  t u r n o u t  i n  1898 was 58.2% compared t o  72,6% in  

1896, and 81.2% i n  1894. T ab le  2 7 ,  which p r e s e n t s  t h e  c o r 

r e l a t i o n s  be tw een t h e  D em ocra tic  and P o p u l i s t  v o t e s  o f  1894 

and t h e  F u s io n  and D em o cra tic  b a l l o t s  be tw een  1894 and 1902, 

shows t h a t  P o p u l i s t s  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  m ajo r  s h a r e  o f  t h e  f u 

s io n  d r o p o u t s  i n  1898. The 1894 D e m o cra tic  and P o p u l i s t  

v o t e s  c o r r e l a t e  w ith  each  o t h e r  a t  - .7 2 8 0 4 ,  T h i s  v e r i f i e s  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  two p a r t i e s  drew from  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  d i f f e 

r e n t  e le m e n ts  o f  t h e  Oklahoma p o p u l a t i o n .  C a l l a h a n ' s  v o te  

i n  1896 c o r r e l a t e d  much more s t r o n g l y  w ith  t h a t  o f  t h e  De

m o c ra ts  th a n  w i th  P o p u l i s t s  i n  1894. The c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t 

ween K e a t o n 's  b a l l o t  i n  1898 and t h e  d e m o c r a t ic  v o te  i n  1894 

i s  even  s t r o n g e r .  F u s io n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  

o f  a D em ocrat, p roved  q u i t e  d i s t a s t e f u l  t o  th o s e  c o n s t i t u t 

in g  t h e  P o p u l i s t  l e g i o n s  i n  1894.

*5 A lva P i oneer  in  t h e  C h an d le r  P u b l i c i s t ,  16 Sep tem ber 1898 
and D enn is  F ly n n ,  "M emoir," Hoyden D a n g e r f i e ld  P a p e r s ,  
W estern H is to r y  C o l l e c t i o n ,  O n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma, pp. 
4 0 -4 1 .
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TABLE 27

P a r t i s a n  C h o ic e ,  1894, and D e m o c ra t ic -F u s io n  V o te s ,

1894-1902

1 1 
1 Year | 
■ 1

P a r ty
i 1894 1 
i R e p u b l ic a n !  
1 1

1894 i 
D em ocra tic ]  

1

1894 1 
P o p u l i s t  I

r  .......... 1
i ] 
1 1894 i D em o cra tic

1 1 
1 i
1 - .8 1 5 2 3  I

' 1 
1

1.00000 1 
1

- .7 2 8 0 4  1

J 1896 1 F u s i o n i s t 1 - .8 2 9 0 3  I .6 3 4 7 3  1 - .0 9 3 3 1  I
1 1
1 1898 1 F u s i o n i s t

1 1 
1 - .7 6 0 4 9  1 .6 7 2 0 5  1 - .2 3 7 6 0  1

1 1900 1 F u s i o n i s t I - .5 5 6 8 7  ! 
1 1

.3 5 0 4 3  1 
1

.0 6 5 8 8  1

1 1902 I 
i 1 
1-------------+

D em o cra tic I - .7 3 4 8 5  1 
1 1
i-------------------- 1-

.6 2237  1 
1

--------------------p.

- .1 8 3 8 4  J

F u s i o n i s t s  a l s o  met m a ss iv e  d e f e a t  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  

l e g i s l a t i v e  r a c e s .  E ig h te e n  D em ocrats  and e i g h t e e n  Popu

l i s t s  s a t  in  t h e  1897 l e g i s l a t u r e ,  o n ly  e i g h t  and s i x ,  r e 

s p e c t i v e l y ,  w ere  e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  1899 a s s e m b ly .** I n  th e  

m id-1890s each  o f  t h e  t h r e e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  a c t i v e  i n  Ok

lahoma s u c c e s s i v e l y  c o l l a p s e d  i n  a t e r r i t o r y - w i d e  e l e c t i o n .  

C le v e la n d  and R e n f re w 's  D e m o cra t ic  p a r t y  came i n  a  d i s t a n t  

t h i r d  i n  1894. The r i s e  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  and t h e  i n a 

d e q u a c ie s  o f  D em o cra tic  l e a d e r s  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h i s  c o l l a p s e .  

In  1896 t h e  GOP c a r r i e d  o n ly  t h r e e  l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s .  

T h is  was l a r g e l y  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  a R e p u b l ic a n  ge rrym ander

Only one o f  t h e  men t o  s i t  i n  t h e  1897 l e g i s l a t u r e  was 
r e e l e c t e d  i n  1898, Thomas D o y le ,  who won in  a t h r e e  way 
r a c e  in  1898.
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which back f i r e d .  C a l la h a n  b e a t  F ly n n  i n  t h e  d e l e g a t e  r a c e  

o f  1896 by o n ly  a s l im  m a rg in .  The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  1896 

e l e c t i o n ,  how ever, do  show R e p u b l ic a n  suprem acy  i n  t h e  O kla

homa 1890s t o  be l a r g e l y  m y th i c a l .  The GOP n o rm a l ly  was th e  

l a r g e s t  p a r t y  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  y e a r s ,  b u t  i n  t h e  heyday o f  

t h e  P o p u l i s t  R e v o l t  i t  was n o t  a  m a j o r i t y  p a r t y .  The F re e  

S i l v e r  p a r t y ,  t o  which P o p u l i s t s  t i e d  t h e i r  f u t u r e  i n  1896, 

c o l l a p s e d  a t  t h e  p o l l s  i n  November, 1898 . T h is  t i m e ,  howev

e r ,  g e r ry m a n d e r in g  had n o th in g  t o  do w i th  t h e  outcome o f  t h e  

e l e c t i o n .  The a p p o r t io n m e n t  o f  1895 rem a in ed  i n t a c t  th ro u g h  

1900. The P e o p le * s  p a r t y  s im p ly  was in  t h e  t h r o e s  o f  d i s s o 

l u t i o n  and u n a b le  to  p o l l  i t s  fo rm e r  v o t e .

F u s io n  c a n d i d a t e s  a p p e a re d  i n  t h i r t y - o n e  d i s t r i c t s ,  w h i le  

m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d e r s  f i e l d e d  t h i r t e e n  c a n d i d a t e s  i n  1898.* ? 

Two C le v e la n d  C ounty  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d  P o p u l i s t s  s e c u re d  

enough R e p u b l ic a n  v o t e s  t o  be e l e c t e d ,  w h i le  f u s i o n  Popu

l i s t s  c a r r i e d  t h r e e  House and one C o u n c i l  s e a t .  D em o cra ts ,  

on t h e  o t h e r  h an d , c a r r i e d  t h r e e  f u s i o n  and f i v e  n o n - f u s io n  

r a c e s .  Seven o f  t h r  f o u r t e e n  n o n -R e p u b l ic a n s  t o  s i t  i n  th e  

1899 l e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  were n o t  e l e c t e d  on f u s i o n  

t i c k e t s .  By November, 1898, n o t  o n ly  many v o t e r s ,  b u t  a l s o

17 Both f u s i o n  and m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d  t i c k e t s  a p p e a re d  i n  
t h r e e  House and two C o u n c i l  d i s t r i c t s  ( L in c o ln ,  Logan and 
Payne C o u n t i e s ) .  Of t h e  e i g h t  th r e e - w a y  r a c e s  w i th o u t  
f u s i o n  c a n d i d a t e s ,  s i x  o c c u re d  i n  p re d o m in a n t ly  s o u th e r n  
p o p u la te d  a r e a s .  I n  t h e  t h r e e  way r a c e s  D em ocrats  won 
f i v e .  P o p u l i s t s  won two and th e  GOP won on e .  Where mid- 
d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d e r s  c h a l l e n g e d  f u s i o n  t i c k e t s  D em ocrats  
won one s e a t  and R e p u b l ic a n s  f o u r .
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many s u c c e s s f u l  p o l i t i c i a n s  had r e j e c t e d  f u s i o n . **

The b a t t l e  be tw een f u s i o n i s t s  and  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d e r s  

w i th in  th e  Oklahoma P o p u l i s t  p a r t y  d id  n o t  s u b s id e  a f t e r  Leo 

V in c en t  l e f t  t h e  t e r r i t o r y .  D e s p i t e  A. S- H a n k in s '  c a n d id a 

cy  i n  1898, how ever, John A lla n  r e t a i n e d  h i s  p o s i t i o n  on th e  

t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  t e r r i t o r i a l  c o m m ittee  u n t i l  1900. The f i n a l  

b re a k  b e tw een  A lla n  and t h e  f u s i o n i s t s  came a t  t h e  A p r i l ,  

1900, c o n v e n t io n  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  a t  E n id .  The conven

t i o n  a sse m b led  t o  c h o s e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  na 

t i o n a l  c o n v e n t io n .  F u s i o n i s t s  ch o se  S io u x  F a l l s ,  Sou th  Da

k o ta  a s  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t io n  o f  

1900- M i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d e r s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand , p ro p o se d  t o  

h o ld  a s e p a r a t e  c o n v e n t io n  i n  C i n c i n n a t i .  Hhen th e  Enid 

c o n v e n t io n  c h o s e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  a t t e n d  th e  S io u x  F a l l s  conven

t i o n ,  t h e  C le v e la n d  and G re e r  County d e l e g a t i o n s  w alked  o u t .  

F u s i o n i s t s  met i n  j o i n t  c o n v e n t io n  w ith  D em ocrats i n  A u g u st ,  

1900, i n  Oklahoma C i ty -  They c h o se  P o p u l i s t  p r o b a te  ju d g e  

R o b e r t  A. N e ff  o v e r  Democrat w i l l i a m  C ro s s  f o r  t h e  d e l e g a t e  

s l o t  on t h e  t h i r t y - f i r s t  b a l l o t .  M i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d e r s  h e ld  

t h e i r  own c o n v e n t i o n ,  a l s o  i n  Oklahoma C i t y ,  on S ep tem ber 1 

and c h o se  John  S. A l la n  f o r  t h e i r  d e l e g a t e  nom inee . N e i th e r  

o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  c o n v e n t i o n s  was h e a v i l y  a t t e n d e d . **

IB Norman T r a n s c r i p t . 11 November 1898.

IB Alva Bev ie w . 12 A p r i l  1900; G u th r i e  Weekly Oklahoma St a t e  
Ca p i t a l .  12 A p r i l  1900; Norman P e o p le s  Voic e ,  13 A p r i l  & 
3 A ugust 1900 and Oklahoma C i ty  D a i l y Oklahoman, 2 Sep
te m b e r  1900.
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0a l i k e  J .  7. C a l l a h a n ,  who was a fo rm e r  R ep u b l ica n  and 

j o in e d  th e  p e o p le ’ s  p a r t y  o n ly  i n  1892, R o b e r t  A. N eff was a 

lo n g t im e  t h i r d  p a r t y  w a rh o rs e .  He had e d i t e d  a Onion Labor 

p a r t y  p a p e r  in  B i c h i t a ,  K ansas  i n  t h e  1880s. N e f f ' s  c a n d i 

dacy  rev iw ed  t h e  o ld  P o p u l i s t  e n th u s ia s m  t o  a s l i g h t  d e g re e .  

V o te r  t u r n o u t  r o s e  from  58.2% i n  1898 t o  67.9% i n  1900. Ta

b l e  28 , w hich p r e s e n t s  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  be tw een  m ains tream  

p a r t y  v o t e s  and p l a c e  o f  b i r t h  f o r  th e  e n t i r e  t e r r i t o r i a l  

p e r i o d ,  shows a r i s e  i n  s e c t i o n a l  v o t in g  w ith  t h e  commitment 

t o  f u s i o n  i n  1896. T he re  was some r e g r e s s i o n  from  t h i s  t e n 

d en cy , how ever, i n  1898 and 1900. F u s io n  i n  1896 r e j o i n e d  

w h i te  b o r d e r  s t a t e  D em ocra ts  w i th  w h i te  b o r d e r  s t a t e  Popu

l i s t s .  S in c e  P o p u l i s t s  had a n e g a t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  w ith  

w h i t e  lo w e r  s o u t h e r n e r s  i n  1894 t h e  f u s i o n - l o w e r  South  c o r 

r e l a t i o n  o f  1896 i s  re d u c e d  when compared w ith  th e  w h ite  

lo w e r  S o u th -D e m o c ra t ic  f i g u r e  o f  1894. The i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  

c o r r e l a t i o n  betw een n o r t h e r n e r s  and t h e  GOP i n  1896 r e v e a l s  

some d is e n c h a n tm e n t  w ith  f u s i o n  among n o r t h e r n - b o r n  Popu

l i s t s .  I n  1898 t h e  f u s i o n - w h i t e  South  c o r r e l a t i o n  d e c l i n e s  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y .  B h i te  b o r d e r  s t a t e  P o p u l i s t s  o b v io u s ly  d id  

n o t  c o n s i d e r  f u s i o n  a r e t u r n  t o  t h e  D e m o cra t ic  p a r t y  and de

c l i n e d  t o  v o te  f o r  K ea to n .  H ank ins , t h e  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d  

c a n d i d a t e ,  drew p r i m a r i l y  from  T e x a s -b o rn  Oklahom ans, a c 

c o u n t in g  f o r  t h e  s l i g h t  d e c l i n e  i n  w h i te  lo w e r  S o u th - f u s io n  

c o r r e l a t i o n  in  1898. N e f f ' s  c a n d id a c y  i n  1900 was a b l e  to  

r e v i v e  w h i te  b o r d e r  s t a t e  s u p p o r t  f o r  f u s i o n  t o  a d e g r e e .
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A lla n ,  on th e  o th e r  hand , d id  s l i g h t l y  b e t t e r  th a n  Hankins 

among e x -T e x a n s ,  The GOP c o r r e l a t i o n s  w ith  n o r t h e r n e r s ,  a t  

t h e  same t im e ,  d e c l i n e d  t o  a p p ro x im a te ly  t h e i r  1894 l e v 

e l s .  20

1---------
TABLE 28

------------- 1

i H a in s tream P a r ty  Tote  by P la c e  o f  B i r t h ,  1890- 1904 1

1--- T
ID ate]
1 1
1 1
1 1 
■ t

---  ,
N orth  1

1
I
1I

1
N o rth -  1

e a s t  1
1
1■

Mid
w est

1 White 
1 s o u th  
1 
I

1 White 1 
i B o rd e r  1 
1 S t a t e s  1 
1 1

W hite 1 
Lower j 
S o u th  I

1--- — — I'
1 1 
1 1 
i I 1 1

R e p u b l ic a n

1
1
1
11 ..............................-

Democrat

J1890] 
118921 
118941
■ - r , X-

,3 4 1 8 9  I
.4 4  086 1
,4 5 2 6 2  1 

1

,76866
,55833
,34466

,23144
,3 5 0 8 5
.4 4440

1 .79042 
1 .55530  
1 ,58157  
1

1 .68535
1 .34252
1 -30482  
•

-87221 J 
,6 7 1 6 7  1 
.7 2661  1

r " "  —r" 
1 1 
1 1
i 11 .. .1

R e p u b l ic a n

1

1
11 ...........-

F u s i o n i s t

118961 
118981 
|1 9 0 0 | 
■ 1

,5 2  763 1 
,5 6 3 7 4  1
,4 7 4 8 7  1

...........-  . 1 -

,42396
,56003
,38289

.5 1 1 0 7

.52240

.4 5 9 6 7

1 .65384 
1 .50297  
1 ,45730

1 .6 5 4 5 7  
1 ,3 4 0 6 5  
1 ,43277
I

.5 5 6 2 5  J 

.5 2 9 6 7  1 

.4 0 4 6 9  1
r  — f
1 i 
1 1
1 11 . . .  1.

R e p u b l ic a n
1
1
11

Democrat

119021 
1 19041
1----------------------L.

.7 7741  1 

.7 5 4 9 5  1 
--------------------------------------+-

,76184
.68990

.72270

.7 1 2 8 6
1 ,88468  
1 .78570  

.1 --------------------------------------

1 .6 8978  
1 .53571 

H -------------------

.8 7 5 0 3  1 
,8 2 5 1 8  1

2 0  The v o te  f o r  Hankins c o r r e l a t e s  w ith  lo w er  s o u t h e r n e r s  a t  
,71851  in  1898, A l l a n ' s  c o r r e l a t i o n  w ith  lo w e r  s o u t h e r 
n e r s  in  1900 was ,7 9 9 6 3 ,
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I n  p a r t i a l l y  r e v i v i n g  t h i r d  p a r t y  e n th u s i a s m ,  R o b e r t  A. 

N eff was a b l e  t o  s e c u r e  45.7% o f  th e  v o te  i n  1900. D ennis  

F ly n n ,  who was e l e c t e d  t o  h i s  f o u r t h  and l a s t  te rm  i n  Con

g r e s s  in  1900 , r e c e i v e d  52.1% o f  th e  v o t e ,  w h i le  A l la n  and 

S o c i a l i s t  c a n d i d a t e  E. T. Tucker s p l i t  t h e  re m a in d e r  o f  t h e  

v o te  e v e n ly .  I n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  r a c e s  D em ocrats  and  Popu

l i s t s  fu s e d  i n  t h i r t y  t h r e e  d i s t r i c t s .  I n  C le v e la n d  c o u n ty  

P o p u l i s t s  fu s e d  w ith  R e p u b l ic a n s  and i n  t h e  f a r  w es t  r a n c h 

in g  c o u n t r y  D em ocra ts  r a n  s t r a i g h t  t i c k e t s .  P o p u l i s t s  

e l e c t e d  f o u r  f u s i o n i s t s  t o  t h e  House and two f u s i o n i s t s  and 

a  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d e r  t o  t h e  C o u n c i l .  D em o cra ts ,  on th e  

o t h e r  h an d , e l e c t e d  t h r e e  f u s i o n i s t s  and  t h r e e  s t r a i g h t  De

m o c ra ts  to  t h e  House and f o u r  f u s i o n i s t s  and a s t r a i g h t  can 

d i d a t e  t o  t h e  C o u n c i l .  T h i rd  p a r t y  C o u n c i lo r s  p roved  t o  be 

t h e  swing v o te  i n  t h e  C o u n c i l  and  jo in e d  D em ocrats  i n  o rg a n 

i z i n g  th e  u p p e r  h ouse  i n  1901. They r e c e i v e d  l i t t l e ,  howev

e r ,  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  t h e i r  h e l p .  The o n ly  t h i r d  p a r t y  i s s u e  t o  

p a s s  e i t h e r  h ouse  o f  t h e  1899 o r  1901 l e g i s l a t u r e s  was 

George C o u lso n * s  i n i t i a t i v e  and re fe re n d u m  b i l l  o f  1901. 

C o u n c i lo r s  p a s s e d  t h e  m easure  a s  a c o u r t e s y  t o  t h e  aged  Po

p u l i s t  l e g i s l a t o r .  I t  was q u i c k ly  k i l l e d ,  how ever, i n  th e  

GOP c o n t r o l l e d  H o u s e , 2 1

On March 2 2 ,  1902, t h e  P o p u l i s t  t e r r i t o r i a l  co m m ittee  met 

in  Oklahoma C i ty  and a c c e p te d  a D em ocra tic  i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  

ran k  and f i l e  P o p u l i s t s  t o  e n t e r  th e  D em o cra tic  p r i m a r i e s .

2 » Alva R ev iew, 17 J a n u a r y  1901 and Norman Peopl e s  V o ic e , 8 
March Î9Ô1.



3 5 0

D em ocra ts  n o m in a ted  W ill iam  C r o s s .  He had l o s t  t h e  d e l e g a t e  

n o m in a t io n  t o  R o b e r t  N eff  i n  1900. C ro s s  l o s t  t o  F l y n n 's  

r e p l a c e m e n t .  B i rd  M cGuire, by l e s s  th a n  400 v o t e s  i n  Novem

b e r ,  1902 . In  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  r a c e s  o f  1902, P o p u l i s t s  

fu s e d  w ith  D em ocra ts  i n  f i v e  d i s t r i c t s ,  w i th  R e p u b l ic a n s  in  

tw o , w i th  S o c i a l i s t s  i n  one and f i e l d e d  one m i d d l e - o f - t h e -  

ro a d  c a n d i d a t e .  A l l  l o s t .  The P o p u l i s t  R e v o l t  i n  Oklahoma 

was a t  an  e n d .z z

T a b le  2 8 , which shows th e  m a in s t re a m  p a r t y  c o r r e l a t i o n s  

w ith  O k lahom an 's  p l a c e  o f  b i r t h ,  r e v e a l s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  i n 

c r e a s e  i n  s e c t i o n a l  v o t i n g  w i th  t h e  dem ise  o f  t h e  P e o p l e 's  

p a r t y  i n  1902. The G Q P -northe rn  c o r r e l a t i o n  jum ps from 

.4 7 4 8 7  i n  1900 t o  .7 5 4 9 5  i n  1902. When b l a c k s  and  European 

b o rn  Oklahomans a r e  added  t o  n o r t h e r n e r s ,  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  

w ith  R e p u b l ic a n s  i n  1902 i s  .8 7 2 4 7 .  The D e m o c ra t ic -w h i te  

s o u th e r n  c o r r e l a t i o n ,  l i k e w i s e ,  jumps from  .45730  i n  1900 to  

.78570  i n  1902 .23  T h is  d r a m a t i c  r i s e  in  a l l  s e c t i o n a l  c o r r e 

l a t i o n s  be tw een  1900 and 1902 s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r v e n i n g  

p e r io d  m arks  a d i v i d i n g  l i n e  be tw een  two s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

d i f f e r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  u n i v e r s e s .  A f te r  1900 p o l i t i c a l  c o n te n 

t i o n  t u r n e d  l a r g e l y  upon c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  s e c t i o n a l i s m  in

22 Alva R ev iew , 27 March 1902. The v o t e  i n  t h e  1902 d e l e 
g a t e  r a c e  was 4 5 ,8 0 3  f o r  McGuire [R) and 4 5 ,4 9 9  f o r  C ross  
(D). M iddle o f  th e  r o a d e r s  d id  f i e l d  a d e l e g a t e  c a n d i 
d a t e ,  H. E S t r a u g h e n ,  i n  1904. He r e c e i v e d  o n ly  1.7% of 
t h e  v o t e  and t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i th  h i s  v o te  show none of 
t h e  p a t t e r n s  common t o  e a r l i e r  t h i r d  p a r t y  c a n d i d a t e s .

23 The s u b s e q u e n t  d rop  i n  t h e  D e m o c r a t ic -w h i te  s o u th  c o r r e 
l a t i o n  o f  1904 i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  S o c i a l 
i s t - w h i t e  b o r d e r  s t a t e  c o r r e l a t i o n  o f  t h a t  y e a r .
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t h e  c o u n t i e s  which c o m p r is e d  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .  B efo re  

1902, how ever, o t h e r  f a c t o r s ,  most n o t a b l y  t h e  c o s m o p o l i ta n -  

h i n t e r l a n d  d ich o to m y , w ere  a l s o  im p o r t a n t  t o  p a r t i s a n  

c h o ic e .

I n  J u n e ,  1895, P o p u l i s t  e d i t o r s  G. C. H a lb ro o k s  and Mont 

Howard met i n  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  Medford M ascot and founded 

th e  f i r s t  s o c i a l i s t  l o c a l  i n  Oklahoma. S in c e  D a n ie l  De

le o n  *s  S o c i a l i s t  L abor p a r t y  was t h e  o n ly  n a t i o n a l l y  o rg an 

iz e d  s o c i a l i s t  p a r t y  a t  t h e  t im e  th e y  a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  th e  

d o c t r i n a i r e  M a r x i s t ' s  g ro u p .  A f te r  t h e  S o c i a l i s t s  u n i ty  

c o n v e n t io n  o f  1901, t h e  Medford l o c a l  was t h e  f i r s t  i n  O kla

homa t o  o r g a n iz e  u n d e r  t h e  new S o c i a l i s t  p a r t y  l a b e l . z *

Hhen Eugene V. Debs founded  t h e  S o c i a l  D em o cra t ic  p a r t y  

i n  J u n e ,  1897, p r e s s  r e p o r t s  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  movement a s  a 

s u c c e s s o r  t o  t h e  American R ailw ay  O nion . Even m ains tream  

p a r t y  s o u r c e s  n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e  new p a r t y ' s  mode o f  d e v e lo p 

ment p a r a l l e l e d  t h a t  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y .  Debs had sup 

p o r te d  th e  P o p u l i s t  p a r t y  i n  t h e  m id-1890s  and s u r e l y  knew 

t h a t  t h e  a g r a r i a n  m ovem ent's  o r i g i n s  l a i d  i n  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  

o f  t h e  S o u th e rn  F a r m e r 's  A l l i a n c e  to  th e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y .

The s o c i a l i s m  of Law rence G ronlund  and Edward B ellam y, 

which had r o o t s  i n  t h e  same e g a l i t a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n  a s  Popu

l i s m ,  p e rm ea ted  Oklahoma P o p u l i s t  p a p e r s  i n  t h e  1890s . The

** G re en ,  James S. Gras s - R o o t s  S o c ia l i s m ;  R a d ic a l  Movements 
i n  t h e  Sou thw est ,  Ï 895-1943 (Baton Rouge: L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 8 ) ,  pp . 13-14 and A ppeal t o  Reason 
( G i r a r d ,  K a n sa s ) ,  5 S ep tem ber 1903.

25 We e k l y  O k la hom a  L e a d e r ,  24 J u n e  1 8 9 7 .
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f u s i o n - m i i d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d  d icho tom y had no b e a r in g  upon Ok

lahoma P o p u l i s t s *  l a t e r  e s p o u s a l  o f  s o c i a l i s m .  Balph Bray, 

one o f  th e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  most r a b i d  f u s i o n i s t s ,  was a l s o  a 

Bellamy N a t i o n a l i s t .  Jo h n  A lla n  seemed to  a g r e e  w ith  M ilton  

Park  o f  t h e  D a l l a s  So u th e r n  B e rca ry  when he d e f in e d  s o c i a l 

ism as  " a p p l i e d  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a s  t a u g h t  by J e s u s . "  A lla n  be

l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was no d i f f e r e n c e  betw een P o p u l i s t s  and 

S o c i a l i s t s  o v e r  p o l i c y ,  o n ly  on means. He e s s e n t i a l l y  saw 

s o c i a l i s m  a s  t h e  lo n g  ra n g e  g o a l s  o f  P op u lism . S o c i a l i s t s ,  

he c la im e d ,  b e l i e v e  i n  " c u t t i n g  th e  d o g ' s  t a i l  o f f  c l o s e  be

h ind  t h e  e a r s  . . .  (w h ile  P o p u l i s t s )  b e l i e v e  we must grow 

i n t o  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  s t a t e  by p ie c e  meal and t h a t  t h e  s h o r t e s t  

c u t  around i s  n o t  a lw ay s  t h e  most f e a s i b l e  r o u t e . "  A l l a n ' s  

a n t i p a t h y  tow ard  s h o r t  c u t s  s u r e l y  was th e  p ro d u c t  o f  th e  

P o p u l i s t  p a r t y ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  w ith  f u s i o n .  Growth f o r  th e  new 

e g a l i t a r i a n  p a r t y  would come a s  i t  d id  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  p a r 

t y ,  th ro u g h  e d u c a t io n  and n o th in g  e l s e . z *

The p ro c e s s  o f  e d u c a t in g  t h e  p e o p le  on s o c i a l i s m  began  in  

e a r n e s t  in  Oklahoma j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  By 

m id -1899 e x c e r p t s  from J u l i u s  f i a y la n d 's  S o c i a l i s t  Appeal t o  

S eason , a p p e a re d  r e g u l a r l y  i n  t h e  p a g es  o f  t h e  Alva Beview. 

Hayland had founded  th e  Comin g  Nat i o n i n  1893 and th e  Appeal 

t o  S easo n  in  1895 a s  P o p u l i s t  o r g a n s .  Even f u s i o n i s t  Hoy 

S t a f f o r d  o f  t h e  Oklahoma C i ty  Oklahom a Champio n  began c a r r y 

in g  S o c i a l i s t  l i t e r a t u r e  in  F e b ru a ry ,  1900. He became a De

2* D a l l a s  S o u th e rn  M ercury i n  t h e  Norman Peopl e s  V o ic e , 27 
J u l y  19Ô0 and Norman P e o p le s  Voice , 28 December 1900.
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m o c ra t ,  h a « e v e r ,  when he to o k  o v e r  t h e  Da i l y  Oklahoman, l a 

t e r  t h a t  y  e a r . 2 7  i n  December, 1898, Jam es W .  H ad ley , a Cana

d ia n  County P o p u l i s t  e l e c t e d  to  th e  1899 l e g i s l a t u r e  on a 

f u s io n  t i c k e t ,  a t t e n d e d  t h e  fo u n d in g  m e e t in g  o f  t h e  E l  Beno 

S o c i a l  D e m o cra tic  l o c a l .  When th e  S o c i a l  D e m o cra t ic  p a r t y  

p e r f e c t e d  i t s  t e r r i t o r i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  O c to b e r ,  1899, J .  

N. C la rk ,  who would c h a i r  t h e  1900 m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d  Popu

l i s t  c o n v e n t io n  was in  a t t e n d a n c e  a s  a d e l e g a t e .  The p l a t 

form a d o p ted  a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  e n d o rs e d  " l e g a l  t e n d e r  t r e a 

s u ry  n o t e s , "  o r  g re e n b a c k s .  • I n  1902 S o c i a l i s t s  c h o se  Thomas 

S m ith ,  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Kav Co u n ty  Po p u l i s t  (renamed th e  

Okl ahoma So c i a l i s t  i n  1901) a s  t h e i r  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  d e l e g a t e ,  

a c c o rd in g  t o  Jo h n  A l l a n ' s  c o l l e a g u e ,  H i l to n  P a rk ,  " P o p u l i s t s  

a r e  e v e r y  w hit a s  much s o c i a l i s t s  a s  th o s e  who a r e  p o p u la r ly  

known un d er  t h a t  nam e." J u s t  a s  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  r e p la c e d  

th e  Union Labor p a r t y  a s  t h e  n e x t  l o g i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  th e  

l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  e g a l i t a r i a n  movement, t h e  S o c i a l i s t  

p a r t y  would c a r r y  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n  i n t o  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  

In  t h e  c o u n t i e s  which c o m p rised  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  i n  

th e  1890s, how ever, t h e  S o c i a l i s t  p a r t y  would n e v e r  come 

c l o s e  t o  B eau m o n t 's  s h a r e  o f  t h e  v o te  i n  1894.**

27 S t a f f o r d  b ro u g h t  h i s  o ld  p a r t n e r ,  C la rk  Hudson, back  t o  
Oklahoma C i ty  a f t e r  a s o jo u r n  in  A rk an sa s  t o  e d i t  th e  
Da i l y  Oklahoman i n  1902. The p a p e r  tu r n e d  d e c id e d ly  t o  
t h e  r i g h t ,  how ever, when E. K G ay lo rd  bough t S t a f f o r d  o u t  
i n  1904. Oklahoma C i ty  Weekly Oklahoman and Champion, 29 
March 1900 and W a lte r  H. H a r r i s o n ,  He and  Hy Big Mouth 
(Oklahoma C i t y :  B r i t t o n  P u b l i s h in g  C o . ,  1 9 5 4 ) ,  pp . 5 2 -5 3 .

28 E l  Reno News, 16 December 1898; Norman P e o p le s  V o ic e ,  27 
O c tober  1899 S 16 F e b ru a ry  1900 and Oklahoma C i ty  Da i ly



354

Not a l l  Oklahoma P o p u l i s t s  went i n t o  th e  S o c i a l i s t  p a r t y  

a f t e r  1900. Reduced v o t e r  t u r n o u t  a f t e r  t h e  m id-1890s  i n d i 

c a t e s  t h a t  many s im p ly  d ropped  o u t  o f  a c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r 

t i c i p a t i o n .  I n  t h e i r  e y e s  t h e  p l u t o c r a t s  had s o n ,  and n o th 

in g  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o u ld  be done t o  a l t e r  t h i s .  Many o f  t h e  

t h i r d  p a r t y ’ s  l e a d e r s ,  how ever, jo in e d  t h e  a g r a r i a n  wing o f  

th e  D em ocra tic  p a r t y .  Samuel C ro c k e r ,  t h e  e a r l i e s t  o f  t h e  

Oklahoma P o p u l i s t  l e a d e r s ,  became a Democrat a f t e r  t h e  t u r n  

o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  In  1912 he  r a n  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  

r e c e i v i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  S o c i a l i s t  s u p p o r t  in  h i s  r a c e .  He e n 

d o rs e d  T heodore  R o o s e v e l t  f o r  th e  p r e s i d e n c y ,  how ever, and 

l o s t .  He d ie d  i n  1921, n e v e r  h a v in g  h e ld  p u b l i c  o f f i c e . * ’

G eorge G a r d e n h i r e ,  t h e  man r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  im p o r t in g  th e  

F a rm er’ s  a l l i a n c e  i n t o  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ,  r e t u r n e d  t o  

s o u th e r n  K ansas in  1898. N o th ing  i s  known o f  t h e  l a t e r  l i f e  

o f  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  1892 d e l e g a t e  nom inee , N. H. H ard . 

Ralph Beaumont, t h e  Oklahoma P o p u l i s t  s t a n d a r d - b e a r e r  o f  

1894 r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s  d u t i e s  a s  a t r a v e l i n g  t h i r d  p a r t y  l e c 

t u r e r  i n  e a r l y  1895. J .  Y. C a l l a h a n  stum ped t h e  t e r r i t o r y  

f o r  Keaton i n  1898 and N eff i n  1900. O th e rw ise  he r e t i r e d  

from p o l i t i c s  and moved t o  E n id ,  where he engaged  i n  b u s i 

Oklahoman, 2 S ep tem ber 1900. So u th e r n  M ercury i n  t h e  
Norman” P e o p le s  V oice .  23 November Tgoo. Sm ith  r e c e i v e d  
2.0% o f  t h e  v o te  i n  1900.

29 Samuel C ro c k e r ,  "The A u to b io g rap h y  o f  Samuel C r o c k e r . "  
(U n p u b lish ed  M a n u s c r ip t ,  Oklahoma H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  
19 1 3 ) ,  p. 375 and Dan W. P e e r y ,  " C o lo n e l  C ro c k e r  and th e  
Boomer Movement," C h r o n ic l e s  o f  Oklahoma 13, no . 3 (Sep
tem b e r ,  1935);  276.
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n e s s - 3 0

John  A lla n  was e l e c t e d  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  1908 P o p u l i s t  na

t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n .  He l a t e r  s u p p o r te d  a g r a r i a n  D em ocrats  

such  a s  Thomas P. G ore , who was a P o p u l i s t  i n  t h e  1890s. 

A l la n  c o n t in u e d  e d i t i n g  t h e  Norman P e o p le s  V o ice  u n t i l  1910. 

I t  may h ave  been  t h e  l a s t  o f f i c i a l l y  P o p u l i s t  n ew spaper  i n  

th e  c o u n t r y -  I n  1917 t h e  Norman T r a n s c r i p t . Norman S t a t e 

Democra t  and t h e  Norman P e o p le s  Voic e  merged and  became th e  

D a i ly  T r a n s c r i p t - The c o n s o l i d a t i o n  sy m b o liz ed  t h e  l e s s e n 

in g  im p o r ta n c e  o f  p a r t i s a n  a f f i l i a t i o n  i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  cen 

t u r y .  A l la n  d i e d  in  1930-3»

Leo V in c e n t  became c h a irm an  o f  th e  C o lo rad o  P o p u l i s t  p a r 

t y  i n  1899 . He gave up jo u r n a l i s m  in  1903, h ow ever , t o  

b u i l d  and s e l l  homes. In  1909 he became A s s i s t a n t  I n s u r a n c e  

C om m issioner o f  C o lo ra d o ,  and  i n  1914 he j o i n e d  t h e  I n t e r n a l  

Bevenue S e r v i c e  a s  a f i e l d  a g e n t .  He opened an  e n t e r t a i n 

ment h a l l  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  d i s t r i c t  o f  B o u ld e r  i n  1924. A 

f i r e ,  h o w ev er ,  ended t h e  v e n tu r e  i n  1927, and he moved t o

3 0  B i o g r a p h i c a l  R eco rd ,  T h is  Volume C o n ta in s
S k e tc h e s  o f  L e a d in g  C i t i z e n s  o f  Cowley C o u n ty ,  K ansas 
[C h icag o : B i o g r a p h i c a l  P u b l i s h in g  Company, 1 9 0 1 ) ,  p .  282.

3» Norman T r a n s c r i p t . 27 August 1939; Nadine Runyun [ e d . ) , 
P i o n e e r s  o f  C le v e la n d  C o u n ty ,  1889-1907 [Norman: C leve 
l a n d  County  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  pp . 11-13 and Ay
e r s  Amer i c a n Newsp a p e r  Annual  [1911) :  P. 76 5 . The Peo
p l e s  V oice  was renamed th e  C l e v e l and Coun ty  E n t e r p r i s e  by 
i t s  new e d i t o r ,  b u t  was s t i l l  l i s t e d  a s  a P o p u l i s t  p a p e r  
i n  t h e  1911 e d i t i o n  o f  A yers .  A few b r o a d s id e s  and i n 
f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  s p e a k in g  engagem en ts  i n  Thomas P. G o r e 's  
1922 cam paign  can  be fo u n d  i n  th e  A l la n  p a p e r s ,  which a r e  
i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  h i s  d a u g h te r  Mrs- M a r jo r i e  L enore  
A lla n  G a r r e t t  o f  El Beno, Oklahoma.



356

C a l i f o r n i a  t o  t a k e  ap  mushroom f a rm in g .  I n  1936, a t  t h e  age  

o f  74 ,  V in c en t  to o k  t h e  o n ly  mage e a r n i n g  jo b  he e v e r  h e ld ,  

an e l e v a t o r  p i l o t  a t  a Hayward, C a l i f o r n i a  i n d u s t r i a l  p l a n t .  

Be d ie d  in  1955-32

Henry V in c e n t ,  L eo*s  b r o t h e r  and  p a r t n e r  a t  t h e  American 

Nonconform1 s t ,  s e r v e d  on t h e  e d i t o r i a l  s t a f f s  o f  s e v e r a l  

m id v e s te rn  P o p u l i s t  p a p e r s  i n  t h e  1390s and w ro te  t h e  o f f i 

c i a l  P o p u l i s t  v e r s i o n  o f  C o r e y 's  march on W ash ing ton . He 

j o i n e d  Leo a t  t h e  B o u ld e r  C o lo r ado Re p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  1899, 

b u t  l e f t  a y e a r  l a t e r .  He th e n  worked a t  t h e  P u eb lo  Bessem

e r  S t e e l  p l a n t  u n t i l  1907, when he moved t o  G i r a r d ,  K ansas , 

t h e  home o f  J u l i u s  W a y la n d 's  A ppeal t o  Re a s o n .  The V in c en t  

home i n  G ira rd  became a mecca f o r  v i s i t i n g  S o c i a l i s t  d i g n i 

t a r i e s ,  most n o t a b ly  Eugene V. Debs. V in cen t  beame d i s t r i c t  

s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  p a r t y  i n  1908. P o v e r ty  and r e 

c e n t  moves i n  s e a r c h  o f  work c h a r a c t e r i z e d  h i s  l a t e r  l i f e .  

He was s e v e r e l y  i n j u r e d  i n  an  a u to m o b i le  a c c i d e n t  i n  1931 

and d ie d  f o u r  y e a r s  l a t e r .  I n  t h e  d e p th s  o f  t h e  d e p r e s s io n  

o f  t h e  1 9 3 0 s ,  Henry V in c e n t  r e m in i s c e d  a b o u t  h i s  d a y s  a s  a 

t h i r d  p a r t y  a c t i v i s t .  He r e c a l l e d  t h a t  K ansas R ep u b lican  

John J .  I n g a l l s ,  who P o p u l i s t s  r e t i r e d  from  t h e  S e n a te  in  

1891, u t t e r e d  t h e  in fa m o u s  p h r a s e ,  " t h e  p u r i f i c a t i o n  o f  p o l 

i t i c s  i s  an  i r r e d e s c e n t  d re a m ."  Looking back on t h e  e g a l i t 

a r i a n  c r u s a d e s  o f  h i s  l i f e t i m e ,  V in c e n t  wondered " i f  t h e r e  

i s n ' t  more t r u t h  t h a n  p o e t r y "  in  t h e  R ep u b lican  S e n a t o r ' s

32 M e r r i ly  Cummings Ford  (C o m p lie r ) ,  "The I n v i n c i b l e  Vin
c e n t s , "  [1 9 3 9 ) ,  pp. 36-3,7.
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r e m a r k . 3 3

33 H aro ld  R ic h a rd  P i e h l e r ,  "Henry V in c e n t ;  A Case S tudy  in  
P o l i t i c a l  D e v ie n c y ,"  (Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
K ansas, 1 9 7 1 ) ,  p. 215; Mary V in cen t  Cummings, "Memories 
o f  G i r a r d ,  Debs and Me," p . 1 -10 . U n p u b lish ed  m a n u s c r ip t  
i n  t h e  p o s e s s io n  of V i n c e n t ' s  g r a n d d a u g h te r .  M e r r i ly  Cum
mings F o rd  o f  G le n d o ra ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  H aro ld  P i e h l e r ,  
"H enry  V in c e n t ;  Kansas P o p u l i s t  and R ad ica l-R e fo rm  J o u r 
n a l i s t , "  Kansa s  H is t or y 2 ,  no . 1 (S p r in g ,  1979): 25 and
Henry V in c e n t ,  "H enry Sez" ( c i r c a  1931), p .  4- Unpub
l i s h e d  M an u sc r ip t  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  V i n c e n t ' s  g ra n d 
d a u g h te r ,  M e r r i ly  Cummings Ford o f  G le n d o ra ,  C a l i f o r n i a .



Chapter ZIII 
COHCLOSIOHS

The P o p u l i s t  R ev o l t  was t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  th e  s t i l l  r e p u b l i 

can  mind o f  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  a s  i t  e v a lu a t e d  th e  

r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  econom ic , p o l i t i c a l  and  s o c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n s  o f  

G ild ed  Age A m erica . T h roughou t th e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  

spokesmen r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  s e r i e s  o f  e g a l i t a r i a n  t h i r d  p a r t y  

movements p u t  f o r t h  an  a p o c a l y p t i c  c r i t i g u e  o f  t h e  G ilded  

A g e 's  c o s m o p o l i ta n  e t h o s  which was r o o t e d  i n  th e  id e o lo g y  o f  

t h e  Founding  F a t h e r s .  They g a in e d  mass f o l l o w i n g s  p r i m a r i l y  

i n  h i n t e r l a n d  a r e a s  where t h e  c o s m o p o l i ta n  e t h o s  had n o t  r e 

p la c e d  t h e  f a r m e r ' s  commitment to  t h e  o l d e r  t r a d i t i o n .  

T h i rd  p a r t y  a g i t a t o r s  were e s p e c i a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  m o b i l i z 

in g  a  f o l l o w i n g  where econom ic and p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  d i s 

c r e d i t e d  m ajo r p a r t y  spokesm en, such  a s  on t h e  P l a i n s  and in  

t h e  S ou th .

Whether t h e  c o u r s e  o f  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  developm ent 

c o n s t i t u t e d  an advance  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  o r  a  d e g e n e r a t io n  t o 

wards b a rb a r i s m  became a m ajor p o in t  o f  c o n t e n t i o n  i n  Ameri

ca  w i th  t h e  coming of t h e  P o p u l i s t  r e v o l t .  C osm opo ltian  

e le m e n ts  lo o k e d  back  t o  t h e  p ron o u n cem en ts  o f  John Locke, 

who e l e v a t e d  p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s  t o  an  e q u a l  p l a c e  b e s id e  human

-  358  -
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r i g h t s ,  f o r  i n s p i r a t i o n  i n  j u d g in g  c o n te m p o ra ry  e v e n t s .  

T h ese  men c o u ld  p o i n t  t o  such  m a t e r i a l  f a c t o r s  a s  grow ing 

w e a l th ,  expanded  p r o d u c t i o n  and t h e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  s e r v i c 

e s  a s  s i g n s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  a d v a n c e .  They w e re ,  i n  e s s e n c e ,  

s y s t e m - o r i e n t e d .  The p l i g h t  o f  a  few i n d i v i d u a l  v i c t i m s  was 

a s m a l l  p r i c e  t o  pay f o r  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  a d v a n c e s  t h e  n a t i o n  

a s  a whole made.

The r e p u b l i c a n  i d e a l  o f  t h e  F o u nd ing  F a t h e r s ,  which i n 

form ed th e  P o p u l i s t ' s  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  

e v e n t s ,  viewed t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  l i b e r t i e s  a s  th e  

u l t i m a t e  g o a l  o f  s o c i e t y .  The r o l e  o f  governm ent was t h e  

p ro m o tio n  o f  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  which a id e d  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  

G o d-g iven  r i g h t  to  s e l f  f u l f i l l m e n t .  T h i s  h u m a n i s t i c  o r i e n 

t a t i o n  was m o ra l i n  n a t u r e  and b a se d  upon p r e c e p t s  o f  j u s 

t i c e  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  I t  d i c t a t e d  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  o f  any 

s o c i a l  d ev e lo p m en t which e n c o u ra g e d  t h e  deb asem en t o f  any 

human. Such  a v ie w p o in t  n a t u r a l l y  h ad  s p e c i a l  a p p e a l  t o  

t h o s e  who saw th e m s e lv e s  a s  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  c o n te m p o ra ry  s y s 

tem.

When t h e  r a i l r o a d  f i r s t  a p p e a re d  in  a  r e g i o n  th e  a lm o s t  

u n i v e r s a l  r e s p o n s e  was e n th u s ia s m  f o r  t h e  new co m m erc ia l  and 

i n d u s t r i a l  w o r ld .  F a rm ers  and m e rc h a n ts  a l i k e  w anted  t o  b e 

l i e v e  t h a t  th e y  were on t h e  b r i n k  o f  th e  s u s t a i n e d  p r o s p e r i 

t y  t h e  p a n a c e a s  o f  l a i s s e z  f a i r e  c a p i t a l i s m  and S o c i a l  Dar

winism p ro m ise d .  The more a g g r e s s i v e  f a r m e r s  bough t 

m a ch in e ry ,  f e r t i l i z e r  and more l a n d ,  a l l  on c r e d i t .  Commer
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c i a l  f a r m e r s  g u i c k ly  d i s c o v e r e d ,  h o w ev er ,  t h a t  t h e y  were th e  

most e f f i c i e n t  p r o d u c e r s  o f  t h e  a g e .  T h e i r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

p ro d u c t io n  v a s t l y  o u tp a c e d  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  o t h e r  A m ericans , 

and even t h e  w o r ld ,  t o  p u r c h a s e .  P r i c e s  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

c o m m o d it ie s  p lum m eted. B ecause  p r o d u c t io n  o u t s t r i p p e d  t h e  

g row th  o f  t h e  money s u p p ly  d e f l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r  woes. 

R a i l r o a d  o p e r a t o r s  and o t h e r  m id d le  men, h o w ev er ,  to o k  t h e i r  

p r o f i t s  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  f a r m e r ' s  p l i g h t .  I n  s p i t e  o f  

t h i s ,  co m m erc ia l  e le m e n ts  p ro c la im e d  t h e  e m erg in g  econom ic 

sy s te m  j u s t ,  and l a i d  t h e  blame f o r  a g r a r i a n  p ro b lem s  on t h e  

f a rm e r .  He o v e rp ro d u c e d ,  th e y  c l a im e d .  A c r i s i s  i n  a g r i 

c u l t u r e  o c c u r r e d  where m o rtg ag es  were num erous , c r e d i t  t i g h t  

and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o s t s  more e x p e n s iv e .

The p e o p le  o f  t h e  u p lan d  S ou th  e x p e r i e n c e d  v e ry  much th e  

same k in d  o f  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  

The r e s u l t s  o f  econom ic  d i s l o c a t i o n  t h e r e  w e re ,  i f  a n y t h i n g ,  

w o rse .  Money was more s c a r c e .  The c ro p  l i e n  sy s te m  k e p t  

most b l a c k s  i n  econom ic bondage  and by  1900 b ro u g h t  many 

p o o r w h i te s  i n t o  econom ic  s u b s e r v i e n c e  a s  w e l l .

AS th e  economy of t h e  P l a i n s  an d  th e  S ou th  w o rsen ed , 

f a rm e r s  t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  f o r  a i d .  Govern

ment had p r o v id e d  t a r i f f s  t o  p r o t e c t  m a n u f a c tu r e r s  and work

e r s ,  l a n d  g r a n t s  t o  a i d  r a i l r o a d s  and d e f l a t i o n  t o  h e l p  c r e 

d i t o r s  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  When f a r m e r s  p u t  

f o r t h  t h e i r  c la im s  upon t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s ,  how ev er ,  th e y  

r e c e iv e d  l i t t l e  more t h a n  t h e  s lo g a n s  o f  l a i s s e z  f a i r e .  The
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in a d e q u a te  r e s p o n s e  o f  t h e  G ild ed  A g e 's  p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e  to  

th e  p l i g h t  o f  t h e  fa rm e r  produced  a p o l i t i c a l  c r i s i s  i n  

t h e s e  o u t l y i n g  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n .

Many s o u th e r n  and w e s te r n  f a r m e r s  had  n e v e r  c o m p le te ly  

com m itted  th e m s e lv e s  t o  t h e  p an ac e as  o f  G ild e d  Age e n t e r 

p r i s e .  A lth o u g h  th e y  had  e n t e r e d  th e  w orld  o f  com m ercia l 

a g r i c u l t u r e  th e y  were p r i m a r i l y  f a m i ly  f a r m e r s ,  n o t  a g r ib u 

s in e s s m e n .  F arm ing  f o r  them was n o t  o n ly  a means o f  s u s t e 

n an ce  b u t  an h o n o r a b le  way o f  l i f e  w hich c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  

v ig o r  o f  A m e r ic a 's  r e p u b l i c a n  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  By th e  1890s, 

how ever, t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  were o f t e n  o n ly  m a r g in a l ly  p r o f i 

t a b l e .  D i v e r s i f i c a t i o n ,  how ever, sav ed  them from  th e  w o rs t  

e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c r i 

s i s .  T h i s  r e a f f i r m e d  t h e i r  commitment t o  t h e  more t r a d i 

t i o n a l  e t h o s .  In  t h e  d a r k e s t  d ay s  o f  t h e  D e p re s s io n  o f th e  

1890s many who had com m itted  th e m s e lv e s  to  t h e  dom inant 

i d e o lo g y  o f  t h e  e r a  began t o  have seco n d  th o u g h t s  a b o u t  

t h e i r  new commitment and s e a r c h  f o r  new a n sw e rs .  They, t o o ,  

f r e q u e n t l y  found  t h e  id e o lo g y  o f  th e  Founding  F a t h e r s  more 

r e w a r d i n g . _

The c y c l i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  d ev e lopm en t which 

l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  e g a l i t a r i a n s  i n h e r i t e d  from  th e  

Founding  F a t h e r s  i n v e s t e d  p o s i t i v e  c o n n o t a t i o n s  tow ard  th e  

s i m p l i c i t y ,  e q u a l i t y ,  i n d u s t r i o u s n e s s  and  f r u g a l i t y  o f  a de

v e lo p in g  s o c i e t y  and a n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  tow ard  t h e  a l l e g e d  

hedon ism , l u x u r y ,  v e n a l i t y  and e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  a d ev e lo p ed
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n a t i o n .  T h e i r  W higgish o r i e n t a t i o n  c au se d  them t o  s e e  t h e  

l a t t e r  a s  a  t r iu m p h  o f  power o v e r  l i b e r t y .  T h is  in c lu d e d  

governm ent f a v o r s  t o  b a n k in g  e l i t e s ,  a i d  t o  m o n o p o l ie s ,  a 

w iden ing  gap  be tw een  r i c h  and p o o r  and d r i v i n g  f a r m e r s  o f f  

th e  l a n d  and i n t o  a  d e p e n d e n t  s u b s e r v i e n c e .  The p o l i t i c a l  

l e a d e r s  of t h a t  age  used  p a t r o n a g e ,  p e n s io n s  and f r a n c h i s e s  

t o  b u i l d  m a j o r i t i e s  and s i l e n c e  c r i t i c s .  They th e n  f in a n c e d  

t h e i r  m a n ip u la t io n s  th ro u g h  bo n d in g  schem es which rew ard ed  

i n s i d e r s  and s a d d le d  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  w ith  a  s e e m in g ly  im

p o s s i b l e  d e b t  t o  p ay . ih e n  t h e  Founding  F a t h e r s  came t o  be

l i e v e  t h a t  George I I I  c o n s p i r e d  t o  im pose t h i s  A n g l i c a n i z a -  

t i o n  p r o c e s s  upon A m erican s ,  t h e  c o l o n i s t s  r e v o l t e d  and 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  th e  r e p u b l i c a n  v a lu e s  i n  t h e  newly formed 

American n a t i o n .

L a te  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  e g a l i t a r i a n s  b e l i e v e d  th e  p r i n c i 

p l e s  handed  down from th e  Founding  F a th e r s  were u n i v e r s a l  

t r u t h s  v a l i d  f o r  a l l  t im e s  and s i t u a t i o n s .  Many o f  th e  eco 

nomic and s o c i a l  d e v e lo p m en ts  o f  t h e  G ild e d  Age, f u r t h e r 

m ore, a p p e a re d  t o  be g u i t e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  i n h e r i t e d  

w a rn in g s  f o r  s o c i a l  d e g e n e r a t i o n .  Lawmakers seemed t o  a b d i 

c a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  m one ta ry  p o l i c y  t o  A m e r i c a 's ,  and 

w orse  y e t  E n g l a n d 's ,  b a n k e r  e l i t e .  Government p o l i c i e s  such  

a s  t h e  p r o t e c t i v e  t a r i f f  and r a i l r o a d  la n d  g r a n t s  a p p ea re d  

t o  prom ote th e  u l t i m a t e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  w e a l th  and  power, 

monopoly. The gap between th e  r i c h  and t h e  p o o r  d i s t i n c t l y

widened in  th e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  A d e r i v a t i v e  o f
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t h i s  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  p r o c e s s  v as  t h e  econom ic d e s t r u c t i o n  of 

t h e  in d e p e n d e n t  f a m i ly  f a r m e r ,  t h e  b u lw ark  o f  l i b e r t y  i n  a 

r e p u b l i c .  R a th e r  t h a n  u se  t h e  power o f  governm ent t o  stem 

t h i s  s p r e a d in g  c a n c e r .  P o p u l i s t s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  A m e r ic a 's  

G ild ed  Age p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e  a id e d  t h e  p r o c e s s  th ro u g h  unneed

ed e x t r a v a g a n c e ,  f i n a n c e d  th ro u g h  b ond ing  schem es l i k e l y  to  

f o r c e  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  i n t o  econom ic d ep en d e n c e .

To r e t u r n  America t o  t h e  p a th  c h a r t e d  a t  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  

fo u n d in g ,  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  e g a l i t a r i a n s  d e v i s e d  a 

s e r i e s  o f  re m e d ie s  w hich , when com bined , form ed t h e  Omaha 

p la t f o r m  o f  1892. With t h e  e x c e p t io n  o f  t h e  A l l i a n c e ' s  su b 

t r e a s u r y  p l a n ,  each  o f  t h e  demands c a t a lo g u e d  i n  t h e  Popu

l i s t ' s  1892 p l a t f o r m  had a p p e a re d  i n  p r e v io u s  t h i r d  p a r ty  

m a n i f e s t o s .  The P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  was o n ly  t h e  l a r g e s t  and 

most s u c c e s s f u l  o f  a s e r i e s  o f  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  e g a l 

i t a r i a n  movements which s h a r e d  a  common s p i r i t  r o o te d  i n  th e  

r e p u b l i c a n  id e o lo g y  of t h e  American R e v o l u t io n .

At f i r s t  g la n c e  P o p u l i s t  re m e d ie s  a p p e a r  t o  be  a  hodge

podge o f  c ra n k  p r o p o s a l s  which ta k e n  t o g e t h e r  r e v e a l  an  am

b i v a l e n c e  betw een p r o t o - s o c i a l i s m  and  commitment t o  r e t r o 

g r e s s i v e  s m a l l  g o v e rn m en t.  R e p u b l ic a n ism  p ro v id e d  l a t e  

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  e g a l i t a r i a n s  w ith  a common e v a l u a t i o n  o f  

G ild e d  Age d ev e lo p m en t .  T h e re  was some some d i v e r s i t y  o f  

o p in io n ,  ho w ev er ,  a s  t o  t h e  r e l a t i v e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  s p e c i f i c  

r e m e d ie s .  H ost a d h e r e n t s  a c c e p te d  t h e  b u lk  o f  t h e i r  p a r t y ' s  

program s t o  some d e g r e e .  The u n i t y  o f  t h i s  th o u g h t  i n  t h e
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P o p u l i s t ’ s  a r s e n a l  o f  demands c a n  o n ly  be  u n d e rs to o d  i n  

t e r m s  o f  t h e  r e p u b l i c a n  id e o lo g y  o f  t h e  American r e v o l u t i o n .

One l e s s o n  P o p u l i s t s  l e a r n e d  from t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  

t h e  American R e v o l u t io n  v a s  t h a t  a l l  o f f i c e h o l d e r s  m ust be 

w atched  v e r y  c l o s e l y .  Power was c o n s i d e r e d  e v e r  a g g r e s s i v e .  

L i b e r t y ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  was e a s i l y  s u b v e r t e d  i f  n o t  v i 

g i l a n t l y  d e f e n d e d .  Hhen t h e  R e v o l u t io n a r y  l e a d e r s  tu r n e d  

t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  p rob lem  o f  A m ericans  r e t a i n i n g  t h e i r  

l i b e r t i e s  th e y  v i s u a l i z e d  a  r e p u b l i c a n  governm en t s u p p o r te d  

by an  i n d e p e n d e n t  c i t i z e n r y  a s  t h e  b e s t  s a f e g u a r d .  I n d i v i 

d u a l  econom ic  in d e p e n d e n c e  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  w i th s t a n d  th e  

t e m p t a t i o n s  and t h r e a t s  o f  t h o s e  w ith  p o l i t i c a l  pow er. Only 

an e g a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y ,  w i th  w id e s p r e a d  p r o p e r t y  o w n e rsh ip  

c o u ld  i n s u r e  t h a t  none would be  s o  p o w e r fu l  a s  t o  h av e  th e  

a b i l i t y  to  m isu se  power and  none s o  p o o r  a s  t o  be u n a b le  t o  

w i t h s t a n d  t h e  e n c ro a c h m e n ts  o f  th o s e  w ie ld in g  pow er.

P i t h  A m erica ’ s  v a s t  l a n d  r e s e r v e s  men s u c h  a s  Thomas J e f 

f e r s o n  lo o k e d  t o  w id e s p r e a d  f r e e h o l d  t e n u r e  a s  t h e  key to  

m a i n t a in in g  t h e  r e q u i r e d  e g a l i t a r i a n  s t a t e .  Samuel C rock

e r ' s  o r i g i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  f r e e  homes i s s u e  was th o ro u g h ly  

w i t h i n  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n .  R e p u b l ic a n  g o v e rn m e n t ,  a c c o r d in g  to  

P o p u l i s t s ,  s h o u ld  aim s o l e l y  a t  p ro m o tin g  p e r s o n a l  in d e p e n 

d e n c e .  The d e g e n e r a t i o n  o f  f r e e h o l d e r s  i n t o  t e n a n c y ,  on th e  

o t h e r  h a n d ,  fo r b o d e  d i r e  c o n se q u e n c e s  f o r  t h e  n a t i o n .  Popu

l i s t  c o r r e l a t i o n s  w ith  t e n a n c y  i n  t h e  1890s i n  Oklahoma a t 

t e s t  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  sp o k e  to  t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  th o s e
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upon t h e  f r i n g e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o c i e t y .  S o c i a l i s t s  would 

t a k e  up th e  l a n d  i s s u e  a s  t h e i r  own in  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n tu 

r y .

Much o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  P o p u l i s t s  prom oted and s u p p o r te d  

i n  t h e  Oklahoma l e g i s l a t u r e s  was d e s ig n e d  t o  s t o p  t h e  ongo

in g  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  l a n d  o w n e rsh ip  and  p r o t e c t  t h e  s m a l l  

f r e e h o l d e r .  B ecause  most h o m e s te a d e r s  were g u i t e  p o o r .  Po

p u l i s t s  a d v o c a te d  economy i n  governm en t.  High t a x e s  t o  f i 

n a n ce  governm ent s p e n d in g  c o u ld  d r i v e  s m a l l  h o l d e r s  i n t o  th e  

c l u t c h e s  o f  m o rtg ag e  com p an ies  o r  f o r c e  s h e r i f f ' s  s a l e s .  

P o p u l i s t  l e g i s l a t o r s  a l s o  opposed  b o n d in g  sch em es . Because 

la n d  was n o t  t a x a b l e  u n t i l  t h e  h o m e s tea d e r  had  proved  h i s  

c l a i m ,  l o c a l  and t e r r i t o r i a l  o f f i c i a l s  f r e q u e n t l y  w ished  to  

p u t  o f f  t h e  c o s t  o f  governm ent o p e r a t i o n s  u n t i l  t h e  t a x  base  

exp an d ed . P o p u l i s t s  s u s p e c t e d ,  som etim es g u i t e  c o r r e c t l y ,  

t h a t  o f f i c i a l s  r e a l l y  j u s t  d id  n o t  want t o  f a c e  t h e  v o t e r s  

a f t e r  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r a i s i n g  t a x e s  t o  f i n a n c e  t h e i r  own s a 

l a r i e s .  P o p u l i s t s  a l s o  s o u g h t  s c h o o l  l a n d  l e a s e  l e g i s l a t i o n  

t h a t  would s e c u r e  t h e  v a lu e  o f  a r e n t e r ' s  im provem en ts  to  

him ( th u s  e n c o u r a g in g  d e v e lo p m e n t ) ,  o b t a i n  a  r e a s o n a b l e  r e n t  

f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  governm ent and p a r c e l  o u t  l a n d  i n  s m a l l  

p l o t s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  f a rm in g ,  i n s t e a d  o f  r a n c h in g  a s  G overnor 

Renfrew had do n e .

A lthough  P o p u l i s t s  w ere q u ic k  t o  o p p o se  a n y th in g  th e y  saw 

a s  e x t r a v a g a n c e  i n  g o v e rn m en t,  r e t r e n c h m e n t  was n o t  t h e i r  

p a n a c e a ,  a s  i t  was f o r  t h e  D em ocra ts .  P o p u l i s t s  jo in e d  De-
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B o cc a ts  in  o p p o s in g  h ig h  s a l a r i e s ,  e x t r a  c l e r k  h i r e  and in  

a b o l i s h i n g  o f f i c e s  s e e n  a s  u n n e c e s s a r y .  So lo n g  a s  t h e  po

p u la c e  was i n  econom ic  t r o u b l e ,  th e y  b e l i e v e d  p o l i t i c i a n s  

s h o u ld  b e  l e a s h e d  i n  t h e i r  e x t r a v a g a n c e .  T h i rd  p a r t y  l e g 

i s l a t o r s ,  how ever , were w i l l i n g  to  spend  on r e l i e f  t o  th e  

n e e d y ,  e d u c a t io n  and b u i l d i n g  r o a d s .  The m i l i t i a  and o f f i c 

e s  su ch  a s  th e  o i l  i n s p e c t o r ,  on th e  o t h e r  h a n d , were seen  

a s  unneeded s i n e c u r e s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  f a v o r i t e s .  The m i l i t i a  

a l s o  c o n ju r e d  up v i s i o n s  o f  a s t a n d i n g  army i n  an  e r a  which 

saw G ro v er  C le v e la n d  u se  t h e  army t o  c r u s h  t h e  Pullm an 

s t r i k e .

When t h i r d  p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r s  a c h ie v e d  a modicum o f  power 

i n  1897 many o f  them seemed t o  r e v e r s e  t h e i r  s t a n d  on c l e r k  

h i r e .  T h is  seem ing  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  p o i n t s  t o  one o f  t h e  most 

im p o r ta n t  f a c e t s  o f  P o p u l ism , t h e i r  a n t i - e l i t i s m .  P o p u l i s t s  

v iew ed t h e  c o s m o p o l i ta n  e t h o s  a s  im m ora l.  T h is  e a s i l y  

t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  s e e in g  e x p o n e n ts  o f  t h e  new id e o lo g y  a s  con

s p i r a t o r i a l .  C o sm o p o l i tan  spokesmen f o r e v e r  d w e lled  upon 

th e  v i r t u e s  o f  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  w h ile  t h e i r  d i s c i p l e s  so u g h t  

a id  from t h e  governm ent i n  t h e  form o f  t a r i f f s ,  l a n d  g r a n t s  

and f r a n c h i s e s .  C o n s id e r in g  th e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  P o p u l i s t s  na 

t u r a l l y  lo o k ed  t o  t h e  Founding  F a th e r s *  w a rn in g s  a b o u t  con

s p i r a c i e s  to  s u b v e r t  t h e i r  l i b e r t i e s .  Once p o p u la r  r e p r e 

s e n t a t i v e s  a c h ie v e d  power and e x p e c te d  t o  r e w r i t e  th e  

s t a t u t e  books , how ever, t h i r d  p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r s  no lo n g e r  

saw c l e r k  h i r e  i n  c o n s p i r a t o r i a l  t e r m s .  Many P o p u l i s t  

spokesm en, how ever, d i d .
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The a p p a r e n t  P o p u l i s t  am b iv a len c e  a b o u t  a c t i v e  governm ent 

was ro o te d  p r i m a r i l y  i n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  who would c o n t r o l  

th e  g o ve rnm en t.  So lo n g  a s  e le m e n ts  h o s t i l e  t o  t h e i r  i n t e r 

e s t s  rem a in ed  in  power t h i r d  p a r t y  a d v o c a te s  seemed i n t e n t  

upon l e a s h i n g  them . P o p u l i s t s  were p a r t i c u l a r l y  opposed  t o  

n o n - e l e c t e d  o f f i c e r  making p o l i c y .  I n d e p e n d e n t  r e g u l a t o r y  

a g e n c ie s  im p l i e d  e l i t e  r u l e  w i th o u t  p o p u la r  c o n t r o l .  The 

Board o f  E q u a l i z a t i o n ' s  d o u b l in g  o f  t a x e s  i n  1895 and t h e  

c o u r t ' s  s u b s e q u e n t  v a l i d a t i o n  o f  t h e  l e v y  l e f t  t a x p a y e r s  

w i th o u t  d i r e c t  r e c o u r s e  i n  a su p p o se d ly  d e m o c r a t i c  sy s te m . 

T h i rd  p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r s  w ere n o t ,  how ever, opposed  t o  r e g u 

l a t i o n  and r e g u l a r l y  i n t r o d u c e d  and s u p p o r te d  t h e  b i l l s  o f  

o t h e r s  d e s ig n e d  t o  c o n t r o l  su ch  a g e n c ie s  a s  r a i l r o a d s  and 

b an k s .  A b o l i s h in g  t h e  o i l  i n s p e c t o r ' s  o f f i c e  was th e  o n ly  

a p p a r e n t  e x c e p t i o n .  The i s s u e  was n o t  a g i t a t e d  i n  te rm s  o f  

e n d in g  r e g u l a t i o n ,  h ow ever , b u t  on t h e  g ro u n d s  t h a t  t h e  o f f 

i c e  was i n e f f e c t i v e ,  and  t h u s  a s i n e c u r e .

In  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a r e n a  P o p u l i s t s  lo o k ed  t o  an a c t i v e  go

vernm ent a s  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n .  They c a l l e d  f o r  

e l e c t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  r e s t o r e  m onetary  p o l i c y  t o  popu

l a r  hands  and t h e n  r e v e r s e  t h e  t r e n d  to w a rd  c o n c e n t r a t e d  

w e a l th  w i th  th e  g r a d u a te d  income t a x .  G reen b ack s  would be 

used t o  r e f l a t e  t h e  c u r r e n c y  and p r o v id e  needed  c r e d i t  i n  

o u t l y i n g  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n .  P o s t a l  s a v in g s  b anks  would 

s e c u r e  th e  d e p o s i t s  o f  t h e  a v e ra g e  c i t i z e n  who o f t e n  l o s t  

e v e r y th in g  th ro u g h  t h e  s p e c u l a t i o n s  o f  b a n k e r s .  P o p u l i s t
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spokesm en c a l l e d  f o r  governm en t o w n e rsh ip  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d s ,  

t e l e p h o n e s  and t e l e g r a p h s .  They r e a s o n e d  t h a t  s u c h  monopo

l i e s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  t o o  much w e a l th  and  power i n t o  t h e  hands  

o f  t h e  few . A lth o u g h  t h i s  s o l u t i o n  seemed t o  c o n t r a d i c t  th e  

P o p u l i s t ' s  a n t i p a t h y  to w a rd  a  t h e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  o f f i c e s ,  

a  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  Am erican p e o p le  t o  t h e i r  e g a l i t a r i a n  h e r i 

t a g e  and p o p u la r  c o n t r o l  made a c t i v e  governm ent a c c e p t a b l e

To f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  p o p u la r  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  p o l 

i t i c a l  s y s te m  P o p u l i s t s  a d v o c a te d  a  number o f  d i r e c t  democ

r a c y  r e fo rm s  s u c h  a s  p o p u la r  e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  and 

s e n a t o r s ,  and t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  an d  re fe re n d u m .*  Where Adam 

Sm ith  f e a r e d  t h e  power o f  th e  gov e rn m en t P o p u l i s t s  f e a r e d  

t h e  power o f  t h e  few and lo o k e d  t o  p o p u la r  c o n t r o l  o f  an a c 

t i v e  gov e rn m en t a s  t h e i r  s a v i o r .

The more advanced  P o p u l i s t s ,  such  a s  Leo V in c e n t ,  r e c o g 

n iz e d  t h a t  t h e  f r o n t i e r  had  c lo s e d  and t h a t  many i n  t h e  f u 

t u r e  would n o t  be a b l e  t o  m a in t a in  t h e i r  econom ic  in d e p e n 

d e n ce  th ro u g h  f r e e h o l d  t e n u r e .  To a c h ie v e  i n d i v i d u a l  

in d e p e n d e n c e  i n  an i n d u s t r i a l  a g e ,  V in cen t  and o t h e r s  p ro 

moted t h e  c o o p e r a t i v e  i n d u s t r i a l  schem es  o f  th e  K n ig h ts  o f  

L a b o r .  As p a r t n e r s  i n  an  e n t e r p r i s e  (which im p l ie d  e q u a l i 

ty )  , r a t h e r  th a n  a s  wage e a r n e r s  (w hich meant s u b s e r v i e n c e ) , 

i n d u s t r i a l  w o rk e rs  would be  a b l e  to  m a in ta in  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  

in d e p e n d e n c e .  T h is  f a c e t  o f  P o p u l i sm ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  l a i d  t h e

* The O rg a n ic  a c t  which opened Oklahoma t o  w h i te  s e t t l e m e n t  
p ro v id e d  f o r  t h e  s e c r e t  b a l l o t ,  which P o p u l i s t s  e l s e w h e re  
e n d o r s e d .
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groundwork f o r  t h e  n e x t  e g a l i t a r i a n  wave, s o c i a l i s m .

P o p u l i s t  a n t i - e l i t i s m  a l s o  m a n i f e s t e d  i t s e l f  i n  a  number 

o f  o t h e r  w ays. T h i rd  p a r t y  l e g i s l a t o r s  g e n e r a l l y  opposed  

b i l l s  t h a t  would p r o f e s s i o n a l i z e  what to d a y  i s  c a l l e d  th e  

p r o f e s s i o n s .  Such p r e f e r e n c e  smacked o f  g r a n t i n g  a s p e c i a l  

f r a n c h i s e .  More i m p o r t a n t l y ,  how ever. P o p u l i s t s  w ished  t o  

deny t h e  S i l d e d  Age e l i t e ' s  c la im  t o  s p e c i a l  s t a t u s .  Such 

men were s e e n  a s  w is h in g  t h e  governm ent t o  g r a n t  them mono

p o ly  s t a t u s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  s u p e r i o r  a d v a n ta g e s ,  namely 

b e t t e r  e d u c a t i o n .  P o p u l i s t s  b e l i e v e d  t h e  p e o p le  r a t h e r  th a n  

th e  e l i t e  s h o u ld  ju d g e  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  

The t r e n d  to w a rd  p r o f e s s i o n a l i z a t i o n  seemed a k i n  t o  e s t a -  

b l i s h i n i g  an  a r i s t o c r a c y .  As modern m e d ic in e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  

was i n  i t s  i n f a n c y ,  exam ples  o f  p a t i e n t s  knowing b e t t e r  th a n  

t h e  d o c to r  w ere , o f  c o u r s e ,  num erous . The c a s e  o f  Samuel 

C r o c k e r ' s  r e f u s a l  t o  a l lo w  th e  a m p u ta t io n  o f  h i s  arm i n  1891 

was a p rim e  exam ple. T h i s  a n t i - p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  

how ever, d id  have i t s  b i z z a r e  s i d e ,  su ch  a s  Jo h n  F u r l o n g 's  

f a i t h  h e a l i n g .  P o p u l i s t  a n t i - p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  was p r i m a r i l y  

a  c u l t u r a l  d e c i s i o n  b a se d  upon den y in g  t h e i r  o p p o n e n t ' s  su 

p e r i o r  know ledge .

A lth o u g h  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  i n  Oklahoma e x h i b i t e d  some 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  b o th  p l a i n s  and s o u th e r n  P o p u l i sm ,  th e  

t h i r d  p a r t y  movement i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  more c l o s e l y  

re se m b le d  t h a t  o f  K ansas th a n  T e x a s .  W hile most e a r l y  O kla

homans w ere  q u i t e  p o o r ,  and te n a n c y  d i d  become s i g n i f i c a n t
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i n  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  b e f o r e  1900, m ost t e r r i t o r i a l  f a r m e r s  mere 

a b l e  t o  s e c u r e  a h o m estead . The m a jo r  p roblem  fa r m e r s  fa c ed  

i n  t h e  V e s t  was h o ld in g  on t o  t h e  l a n d  th e y  a l r e a d y  owned. 

S o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  in  t h e  S o u th ,  how ever, f r e q u e n t l y  resem 

b le d  c l a s s  w a r f a r e .  F u r n i s h  m e rch an ts  and o t h e r  l a n d l o r d s  

used t h e i r  econom ic  power t o  c o n t r o l  a  som etim es  r e s t i v e  po

p u l a t i o n .

W hile im p o r ta n t  i n d i v i d u a l  e x c e p t io n s  can  be fo u n d ,  most 

Oklahoma P o p u l i s t s  l i v i n g  i n  n o r t h e r n  dom ina ted  a r e a s  sup 

p o r te d  f u s i o n ,  w h ile  most where s o u t h e r n e r s  were numerous 

were m id d le  o f  t h e  r o a d e r s . z  T h i s  was e s p e c i a l y  t r u e  f o r  th e  

ra n k  and f i l e ,  and s u g g e s t s  t h e  c l e a v a g e  c e n t e r e d  more upon 

which m ajo r p a r t y  c o n s t i t u t e d  th e  l o c a l  c o s m o p o l i ta n  e l i t e  

th a n  any m ajo r p h i l o s o p h i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  t h a t  may have ex

i s t e d .

How w e l l  m ost P o p u l i s t s  u n d e r s to o d  th e  w o rk ings  o f  th e  

modern i n d u s t r i a l  economy can  be q u e s t i o n e d  w i th  some v a l i d 

i t y .  w h i le  some P o p u l i s t s  u n d e r s to o d  t h a t  many u n d e s i r a b l e  

e v e n t s  i n  a modern i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  a r e  due t o  t h e  im p er

s o n a l  w ork ings  o f  a  complex econom ic  sy s tem  r a t h e r  th a n  con

s p i r a c i e s ,  many d id  n o t .  U sing  t h e  c o n s p i r a c y  m e tap h o r ,  

how ever, d e f i n i t e l y  l a b e l e d  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  a s  im m oral and 

p ro v id e d  more u rg en cy  and a  s t r o n g e r  m o t iv a t io n  f o r  a c t i o n

2 T h is  a s s e s s m e n t  i s  b a se d  more upon t h e  n o m in a t io n  and sup 
p o r t  f o r  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d  o f  f u s i o n i s t  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  
t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  th a n  v o t i n g  i n  th e  D e le g a te  t o  
C o n f re s s  r a c e .  N e i t h e r  t h e  1898 no r  1900 m i d d l e - o f - t h e -  
ro a d  d e l e g a t e  nom inees mounted a c t i v e  cam paigns .
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th a n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  made upon c a l c u l a t i o n s  n o t  i n v e s t e d  w ith  

m ora l o v e r t o n e s .  A lthough  P o p u l i s t s  c h o se  econom ic p o l i c y  

a s  t h e i r  b a t t l e f i e l d ,  m o r a l i t y  was t h e i r  c a u s e .  They mere 

n o t ,  how ever, un ique  i n  t h e i r  c o n s p i r a c y  m in d e d n e ss .  The 

s o - c a l l e d  a n a r c h i s t  p l o t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h e  a g r a r i a n  and 

l a b o r  t r o u b l e s  o f  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  p la y e d  an 

e q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  minds o f  t h e i r  c o s m o p o l i ta n  

r i v a l s ,  who m igh t have been  e x p e c te d  t o  know b e t t e r .  I n d u s 

t r i a l i s m  was i n  i t s  i n f a n c y ,  how ever, and  m ost men s t r u g g l e d  

t o  u n d e r s ta n d  t h e  m eaning o f  i t s  im p a c t .

P o p u l i s t s  c e r t a i n l y  lo o k e d  backw ard  t o  an p r e v io u s  m ora l 

o r d e r  f o r  t h e i r  i n s p i r a t i o n .  They d id  r e c o g n i z e ,  how ever, 

t h a t  co m m erc ia l  and i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  was a p e rm an en t p a r t  

o f  t h e  American la n d s c a p e .  I n s t e a d  o f  en g ag in g  i n  a f r e n z y  

o f  L u d d i te  r e t r o g r e s s i o n  th e y  a t te m p te d  to  a d d r e s s  t h e  p ro b 

lems th e y  c o n f r o n t e d ,  w i t h i n  th e  l i m i t s  o f  t h e i r  m o ra l ly  

b ased  mind s e t .  They a c c e p te d  i n d u s t r i a l i s m ,  b u t  demanded 

t h a t  i t  be made humane. The a d o p t io n  o f  many o f  t h e i r  s o l u 

t i o n s  i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  a t t e s t s  t o  t h e  p r a c t i c a l i t y  

o f  t h e i r  r e f o r m s .  P o p u l i s t s  w anted b o th  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  i n 

d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and a  m o ra l  s o c i a l  o r d e r .

Many s c h o l a r s  have  n o te d  t h e  a lm o s t  r e l i g i o u s  f e r v o r  o f  

th e  P o p u l i s t  a p p e a l .  For many t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  r e p l a c e d  

t h e  ch u rch  a s  t h e i r  v e h i c l e  f o r  moral e x p r e s s i o n .  The apo

c a l y p t i c  v i s i o n  o f  P opu lism  e n co u rag ed  a d r i v e  f o r  q u ic k  

v i c t o r y .  P o p u l i s t s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  c r i s i s  o f  t h e  age  was
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apoD them i n  1896. The r e s u l t  would be e i t h e r  c i v i l i z a t i o n  

o r  b a r b a r i s m ,  th e y  c o n te n d e d .  Even many o f  t h e  p a r t y ' s  o l d 

e s t  and most n o te d  l e a d e r s  gave  i n  t o  t h i s  a p p e a l .  Those 

n o t  d i s h e a r t e n e d  th ro u g h  t h i s  t r a n s i t i o n  from j u s t i c e  t o  ex 

p e d ie n c y  c l e a r l y  l o s t  h e a r t  upon B r y a n 's  d e f e a t .

The n o m in a t io n  o f  l i l l i a a  J e n n in g s  Bryan f o r  p r e s i d e n t  i n  

1896 sav ed  t h e  D em o cra tic  p a r t y  from  go ing  th e  way o f  t h e  

Whigs. T h ree  m ajo r  p a r t i e s  v i e d  f o r  t h e  a l l e g i a n c e  o f  th e  

American e l e c t o r a t e  i n  t h e  1890s . Had men su c h  a s  G rover 

C le v e la n d  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  D em o cra t ic  p a r t y  i n  1896 th e  Peo

p l e ' s  p a r t y  c o u ld  w e l l  have  r e p l a c e d  i t  a s  t h e  GDP's m ajo r 

r i v a l .  Had t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  s u r v iv e d  a s  a m a jo r  f o r c e  in  

American p o l i t i c s  t h e  A m erican e l e c t o r a t e  would have  been  

p r e s e n t e d  w ith  a c o n t i n u i n g  d e b a t e  o v e r  t h e  commitment to  

c a p i t a l i s m .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  g r e a t  p o l i t i c a l  d e b a t e  o f  t w e n t i 

e th  c e n tu r y  America h a s  b een  o v e r  how b e s t  t o  s a v e  c a p i t a l 

ism .
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M an u sc r ip t  C o l l e c t i o n s

The m a jo r  r e a s o n  Oklahoma P o p u lism  h a s  been  l a r g e l y  ne

g l e c t e d  a s  a r e s e a r c h  f i e l d  i s  t h e  d e a r t h  o f  m a n u s c r ip t  ma

t e r i a l s  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t .  Ms, M e r r i l y  Cummings Ford 

o f  G le n d o ra ,  C a l i f i o r n i a  p o s s e s s e s  s e v e r a l  t y p e s c r i p t s  u se 

f u l  to  th e  K ansas  o r i g i n s  o f  Oklahoma P o p u l i sm ,  namely Henry 

V i n c e n t ' s  "Henry Sez" and Leo V i n c e n t ' s  fa m i ly  b i o g r a p h ie s  

which Ms. Ford c o m p iled  a s  "The I n v i n c i b l e  V in c e n t s . "  Samu

e l  C r o c k e r ' s  a u to b io g r a p h y ,  which was w r i t t e n  i n  p e n c i l  b u t  

l a t e r  ty p e d  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  P r o f e s s o r  Royden D anger- 

f i e l d  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma, c o n t a i n s  much u s e f u l  

i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  a u t h o r ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  an  e g a l i t a r i a n  

spokesm an, b o th  in  t h e  Oklahoma Boomer Movement and l a t e r  a s  

a P o p u l i s t  l e a d e r .  A lth o u g h  t h e  m a n u s c r ip t  was n e v e r  pub

l i s h e d  i t  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  book c o l l e c t i o n  o f  th e  Oklahoma 

H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  i n  Oklahoma C i t y .  The Royden D a n g e r f i e ld  

P a p e rs  a t  t h e  W estern  H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s  a t  t h e  U n iv e r

s i t y  o f  Oklahoma a l s o  c o n t a i n  a number o f  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  

and u s e f u l  t y p e s c r i p t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  D enn is  F l y n n ' s  s h o r t

-  373  -
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oem ior- The W este rn  H i s to r y  C o l l e c t i o n s  a l s o  h o ld s  t h e  new

l y  a c c e s s io n e d  p a p e r s  o f  S idney  C la r k e ,  which c o n t a i n  s i g n i 

f i c a n t  i n f o r m a t io n  on h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  Boomer Movement 

and h i s  e f f o r t  t o  be a p p o in te d  g o v e rn o r  o f  Oklahoma i n  1893. 

The I n t e r i o r  D e p a r tm e n t 's  t e r r i t o r i a l  p a p e r s  [1 8 8 9 -1 9 1 2 ) ,  

w hich a r e  on m ic r o f i lm ,  a l s o  c o n t a i n  a  l i m i t e d  amount o f  

u s e f u l  i n f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  p o l i t i c s  i n  th e  t e r r i t o r i a l  p e r io d .  

The p a p e rs  o f  F r e d e r i c k  S . B arde  and F re d  L. Wenner a t  th e  

Oklahoma H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  and L e s l i e  P .  Ross and H i l to n  I .  

T u rn e r  a t  t h e  W estern  H i s to r y  C o l l e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

o f  Oklahoma a l s o  c o n t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  m ajo r p a r t y  a f f a i r s  

i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  e r a ,  b u t  l i t t l e  on P o p u lism .

Newspapers

B ecause i n d i v i d u a l  P o p u l i s t s  l e f t  s o  few r e s o u r c e s  f o r  

h i s t o r i a n s  and s i n c e  i t  to o k  l e s s  th a n  $150 t o  e s t a b l i s h  a 

s m a l l  new spaper i n  t h e  1890s, most works on t h e  P e o p l e ' s  

p a r t y  r e l y  h e a v i l y  upon t h e  p e r i o d ' s  h ig h ly  p a r t i s a n  p r e s s .  

S tu d e n t s  o f  Oklahoma h i s t o r y  a r e  b l e s s e d  w ith  p e rh a p s  th e  

f i n e s t  s t a t e  new spaper c o l l e c t i o n  in  th e  n a t i o n .  The O kla

homa P r e s s  A s s o c i a t i o n  fo u n d ed  t h e  Oklahoma H i s t o r i c a l  So

c i e t y  in  1893. The H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  h a s  b een  on th e  ex 

change  l i s t s  o f  most Oklahoma p a p e r s  e v e r  s i n c e .  A lthough  

many p a p e r s  p u b l i s h e d  betw een 1889 and mid-1983 have  been 

l o s t ,  t h e  Oklahoma H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  h o ld s  a lm o s t  e v e r y  ed 
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i t i o n  o f  each  p ap e r  p u b l i s h e d  i n  Oklahoma a f t e r  m id-1893. 

Those p u b l is h e d  b e f o r e  World War I  a r e  now a l l  on m ic ro f i lm .

Most n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  n ew sp ap ers  r e j e c t e d  t h e  c h a ra d e  

o f  n o n p a r t i s a n s h i p  p r e v a l e n t  i n  Am erica to d a y  and o p en ly  

r e p r e s e n t e d  th e  v ie w p o in t  o f  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y ,  much a s  p r e 

s e n t - d a y  E uropean  p a p e r s  do. I n  th e  1890s most m ajor O kla

homa towns bad a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  n e w sp a p e rs ,  one f o r  each  o f  

t h e  a c t i v e  p a r t i e s .  F rank  G r e e r ’ s  G u th r ie  Oklahoma S t a t e  

Cap i t a l  was t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  m ou thp iece  o f  t h e  R ep u b l ica n  

p a r t y .  Because G u th r ie  was t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  c a p i t a l ,  t h e  GOP 

th e  l a r g e s t  p a r t y  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  days  and most e d i t i o n s  

o f  G r e e r 's  p a p e r ,  even betw een 1889 and 1893, have s u r v i v e d ,  

i t  i s  th e  most u s e f u l  s o u rc e  on Oklahoma p o l i t i c s  in  th e  

1890s- I t s  D em ocra tic  c o u n t e r p a r t  was Roy H offm an 's  G u th r ie  

O klahoma Le a d e r . The St a t e  Capi t a l  and l e a d e r  b o th  ap p ea re d  

in  d a i l y  and w eekly  v e r s i o n s .  S in ce  t h e  weekly v e r s i o n  was 

n o rm a lly  a c o m p i la t io n  o f  t h e  p r e v io u s  w e e k 's  d a i l y  e d i t i o n s  

f o r  f a r m e r s ,  m ost i n f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  Populism  can be found  i n  

th e  weekly e d i t i o n s .  P o p u l i s t s  s p o n so re d  a s e r i e s  o f  Weekly 

Newspapers i n  G u th r ie  b e g in n in g  w ith  t h e  St a t e  J o u r n a l  in

1890. No c o p ie s  o f  t h i s  p a p e r  a r e  known t o  s t i l l  e x i s t .  

The G u th r ie  We s t  and South  s u c c e ed e d  t h e  S t a t e  J o u r n a l  in

1891, and was in  t u r n  su c c e ed e d  by Leo V i n c e n t ' s  Oklahoma 

R epre s e n t a t i v e  i n  1899 and t h e  f u s i o n i s t  Oklahoma S t a t e  Re

g i s t e r  i n  1898- John S- A l l a n ' s  Norman Peopl e s  V o ic e , which 

f i r s t  a p p ea red  i n  1892, was t h e  most n o t a b l e  t h i r d  p a r t y  pa
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pe r  in  s o u t h e r n  Oklahoma. I t s  D em o cra tic  and R e p u b l ic a n  r i 

v a l s  were t h e  Norman S t a t e  Demo c r a t  and Norman T r a n s c r i p t , 

r e s p e c t i v e l y .  O th e r  P o p u l i s t  new spapers  o f  n o t e  a r e  th e  

S t i l l w a t e r  Payne  Coun t y  Popu l i s t . Alva R eview , E l Reno Popu-  

l i s t  P l a t f orm (which was renamed t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  H e a d l ig h t  i n  

1 8 9 5 ) ,  K in g f i s h e r  i g f o r m e r ,  Enid Comin g  E v e n ts , C h an d le r  Pu

b l i c i s t  and Tecumseh L e a d e r .  Many o f t h e  s m a l l e r  P o p u l i s t  

o r g a n s ,  su c h  a s  Thomas S m i t h 's  Newkirk Kav County P o p u l i s t , 

p r i m a r i l y  c o n ta i n e d  r e a d y - p r i n t  a r t i c l e s  from l a r g e r  t h i r d  

p a r t y  p a p e r s  and t h e  P o p u l i s t ' s  news s e r v i c e ,  th e  N a t io n a l  

Reform P r e s s  A s s o c i a t i o n .  Most r e a d y - p r i n t s  came from  th e  

midwest and a l s o  a p p ea re d  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  P o p u l i s t  p a p e r s ,  

even in  s o u th e r n  d o m in a ted  a r e a s .

Almost e v e ry  town t o  have a P o p u l i s t  p a p e r  i n  t h e  1890s 

a l s o  had a D e m o cra tic  and a  R e p u b l ic a n  r i v a l  i n  t h e  same l o 

c a l i t y -  I n f o r m a t io n  on t h e  p a r t i s a n  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  day o f  pu

b l i c a t i o n ,  e d i t o r  and number o f  s u b s c r i b e r s  f o r  each  newspa

p e r  can be o b ta in e d  from N. R. A yers , A m erican Newspaper 

Annua l . A yers  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  u s e f u l  i n f o r m a t io n  on commer

c i a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  t e r r a i n  and c r o p s  in  t h e  v a r i o u s  Oklahoma 

l o c a l i t i e s .

For th e  s o u th  K ansas o r i g i n s  t o  th e  Oklahoma and Kansas 

P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  t h e r e  a r e  two p a r t i c u l a r l y  im p o r t a n t  newspa

p e r s .  Samuel C r o c k e r 's  O k lahoma Rar  C h ie f  (A rk an sas  C i ty  

and C a ld w e l l ,  Kansas) was t h e  o f f i c i a l  m o u th p iece  o f  t h e  Ok

lahoma Boomer Movement. I t  a l s o  c o n ta in e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  d o se s
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o f  g ren b ao k  and a n t i -m o n o p o ly  p ro p ag an d a -  Henry and Leo 

V i n c e n t ' s  Am erican N o n c o n fo rm is t  and K ansas  I n d n s t r i a l  L i -  

be r a t o r  (0 i n f i e l d ,  K ansas) was r e l o c a t e d  t o  s o u th  K ansas 

from t h e  V in c en ts*  s o u th w e s t  Iowa home in  1886 and s u c c e s 

s i v e l y  prom oted  t h e  f o r t u n e s  o f  t h e  G reenback , Onion Labor 

and P e o p l e ' s  p a r t i e s .  I t  was moved t o  I n d i a n a p o l i s  i n  1891. 

The N o n c o n f o r m is t 's  R e p u b l ic a n  r i v a l  was Ed G r e e r ' s  W in f ie ld  

Cour i e r .  Ed G re e r  was t h e  o l d e r  b r o t h e r  o f  F ran k  G r e e r ,  th e  

e d i t o r  o f  t h e  G u th r i e  O klahoma St a t e  Capi t a l .

Government Docum ents

The p u b l i s h e d  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  1900 D n i te d  S t a t e s  c e n s u s  

a r e  f a r  more u s e f u l  t h a n  th o s e  o f  th e  1890 U n i te d  S t a t e s  

c e n s u s  foe  d e te r m in in g  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  c o m m e rc ia l ,  p o p u la 

t i o n  and w e a l th  p a t t e r n s  o f  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  d u r in g  

t h e  P o p u l i s t  e r a .  B ecause  Oklahoma was opened t o  w h i te  s e t 

t l e m e n t  o n ly  i n  1889, and f a r m e r s  s u f f e r e d  d ro u g h t  c o n d i 

t i o n s  t h e  f i r s t  two y e a r s ,  p a t t e r n s  d e r iv e d  from  t h e  1900 

c e n s u s  a r e  p r o b a b ly  more a c c u r a t e  f o r  Oklahoma i n  1892 o r  

1893 th a n  t h o s e  g le a n e d  from  t h e  1890 c e n s u s .  Oklahoma a l s o  

c o n t a i n e d  on ly  s e v e n  c o u n t i e s  i n  1890 [ s i x  o f  which were e n 

l a r g e d  i n  t h e  two s u c c e e d in g  y e a r s ) , w h i le  a l l  tw e n ty  t h r e e  

c o u n t i e s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  1900 c e n s u s  were opened t o  w h i te  s e t 

t l e m e n t  by th e  f a l l  o f  1893 ( p a r t  o f  L i n c o ln  was opened in  

189 5 ) .  The m ost i m p o r t a n t  p rob lem  w i th  t h e  1900 c e n s u s  i s  

th e  l a c k  o f  p l a c e  o f  b i r t h  i n f o r m a t io n  f o r  th e  t e r r i t o r y .
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G eographer M ich ae l  Roark o f  t h e  O n iv e r s i t y  o f  M is s o u r i  a t  

Cape G i r a r d e a u ,  how evar, was k in d  enough t o  f u r n i s h  t h e  au

th o r  w i th  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a 5% sam ple o f  t h e  1900 c e n s u s  ma

n u s c r i p t s  which he c o n d u c te d  f o r  h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .

The a n n u a l  R ep o r t  o f  t h e  Govern o r  o f  Oklahoma t o  t h e  S ec- 

r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  c o n t a i n s  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  b i e n n i a l  

t e r r i t o r i a l  c e n s u s  used  f o r  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  t h e  Oklahoma l e g 

i s l a t u r e  d u r in g  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  p e r io d  and a t a b u l a t i o n  o f  

th e  v a lu e  o f  t a x a b l e  p r o p e r t y .  A lthough  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n 

f o r m a t io n  i s  h ig h ly  u s e f u l ,  p r o p e r ty  v a lu e s  t a k e n  from  t h i s  

s o u r c e  must be  used  c a r e f u l l y .  The la n d  o f  h o m e s te a d e r s  was 

n o t  t a x a b l e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  y e a r s  o f  r e s i d e n c e .  The gov

e r n o r ' s  r e p o r t  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  

commerce and governm ent e x p e n s e s .  The House and C o u n c i l  

J o u r n a l s  f o r  a l l  b u t  t h e  f i r s t  l e g i s l a t u r e  c o n t a i n  h ig h ly  

u s e f u l  t a b u l a t i o n s  o f r o l l  c a l l  v o te s  and a c t i o n  t a k e n  on 

s p e c i f i c  b i l l s .  The j o u r n a l  o f  t h e  F i r s t  S e s s io n  o f  t h e  

L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly o f  t h e  T e r r i t o r y  o f  Oklahoma (G u th r i e :  

S t a t e  C a p i t a l  P r i n t i n g  C o . ,  1890) com bines b o th  t h e  House 

and C o u n c i l  j o u r n a l s  w i th o u t  t a b u l a t i o n ,  and i s  g u i t e  r a r e .  

A copy can be  found a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  l i b r a r y  i n  t h e  c a p i 

t a l  b u i l d i n g  a t  Oklahoma C i t y .

Farm commodity p r i c e s  were s e c u r e d  from s e v e r a l  s o u r c e s .  

Oklahoma I g r i ç u l t u r a l  S t a t i s t i c s ,  189»2l94Z  M is c e l l a n e o u s  

P u b l i c a t i o n  MP-14 ( S t i l l w a t e r :  Oklahoma A g r i c u l t u r a l  E x p e r i 

ment S t a t i o n ,  1947) c o n t a i n s  some u s e f u l  d a t a .  So d o e s  H is -
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t o r i ç a l  S t a t i s t i c s  o f  t h e  O n ite d  S t a t e s ,  C o l o n i a l  Times t o  

1212 [W ash ing ton : Bureau o f  t h e  C en su s ,  i 9 6 0 ) .  D ata  on 

a g r i c u l t u r e  can  a l s o  be found  i n  G u th r ie  fa rm  j o u r n a l .  Home, 

F i e l d  and  F o rum, A u g u st ,  1895, which P o p u l i s t  George S oule  

e d i t e d .

Works P r o g r e s s  A d m in i s t r a t i o n  in d e x e s  o f  t u r n - o f - t h a - c e n -  

t u r y  mugbook h i s t o r i e s  and new spapers  a r e  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  Ok

lahoma H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  i n  Oklahoma C i t y .  These were e s 

s e n t i a l  to  c o m p il in g  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  b io g ra p h y  o f  t e r r i t o r i a l  

l e g i s l a t o r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  p r o v id in g  u s e f u l  i n f o r m a t io n  on o th 

e r  men p ro m in en t  in  Oklahoma p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  1890s. A l t 

hough t h e  mugbook i n i e x  i s  g u i t e  e x t e n s i v e ,  t h e  new spaper 

in d e x  c o n t a i n s  c i t a t i o n s  from o n ly  a few p a p e r s .

P u b l i s h e d  P f i n a r y  S o u rce s

T h ere  i s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  amount o f  p u b l i s h e d  p r im ary  m a te r

i a l  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  Oklahoma s e t t l e m e n t  and t e r r i t o r i a l  

d a y s .  Dan P e e r y ,  "The F i r s t  Two y e a r s , "  C h r o n ic l e s  o f  O kla

homa {P art  I )  7 ,  no . 3 {Septem ber, 1928):  2 7 8 -3 2 2 ; {P art

I I )  7 no -  4 {December, 1928 ):  419-57 and {P art  I I I )  8 ,  no . 1 

(F e b ru a ry ,  1 9 2 9 ) :  94-128 p r o v id e s  a v i v i d  p o r t r a y a l  o f  e a r l y  

Oklahoma and t h e  f i r s t  l e g i s l a t u r e .  As a D em o cra tic  member 

o f  t h e  189 0 l e g i s l a t u r e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  Oklahoma C oun ty , Peery  

was u n d e r s t a n d a b ly  c r i t i c a l  o f  th o s e  P o p u l i s t s  who d e s e r t e d  

Oklahoma C i ty  in  t h e  c a p i t a l  f i g h t .  A more f a v o r a b l e  t r e a t -
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ment can  be found  i n  Marion T u t t l e  Bock, I l l u s t r a t e d  H i s t o r y 

o f  Oklahoma (Topeka: 0 .  B. H am ilton  6 Son, 1 890) . Bock was 

a P o p u l i s t .  O th e r  u s e f u l  s o u r c e s  on e a r l y  Oklahoma l o c a l  

h i s t o r y  i n c l u d e  E. Bee G u th ry ,  " E a r ly  Days i n  Payne C o u n ty ,"  

Chro n i c l e s  o f  O k lah o ma 3 ,  n o .  1 ( A p r i l ,  1925): 74 -80  and I r 

win J e f f s  (Bunky), The F i r s t  E ig h t  H o n ^ s  (Oklahoma C i ty :  

H cH aster P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1 890). G uthry  was a C le v e la n d  De

m o c ra t .  L i t t l e  i s  known o f  J e f f s ,  who l e f t  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  

s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  book. I n f o r m a t io n  on 

th e  1890 l e g i s l a t u r e  a l s o  can  be o b t a i n e d  from  H. H. M er ten ,  

"Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ' s  F i r s t  L e g i s l a t u r e , "  S t u r m 's  Oklahoma 

Maga z i ne 5 ,  no . 5 ( J a n u a r y ,  1908): 36-41 and on t h e  1893 a s 

sembly from L e s l i e  P .  R o ss ,  "The Second T e r r i t o r i a l  L e g i s l a 

t u r e , "  S tu r m ls  Oklahoma m agazine  6 , no . 2 (May, 1908): 

80 -8 2 . Both  were p ro m in e n t  members o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  th e y  

w ro te  a b o u t .  M erten  was a R e p u b l ic a n  and Boss a C le v e la n d  

D em ocrat. P e rh a p s  t h e  b e s t  p r im a ry  a c c o u n t  o f  l i v i n g  c o n d i 

t i o n s  t o  em anate  from t h e  Oklahoma 1890s i s  H elen  Candee, 

" S o c i a l  C o n d i t io n s  i n  Our Newest T e r r i t o r y , "  Forum 2 5 , no . 4 

(Ju n e ,  1 8 9 8 ) :  4 2 6 -3 7 .  I n t e r n a l  e v id e n c e  s u g g e s t s  Candee was 

a D em ocrat. W. F. B ig h tm i r e ,  "The A l l i a n c e  Movement i n  Kan- 

s a s - O r i g i n s  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  P a r t y , "  T r a n s a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  Kan

s a s  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  9 (1 9 0 5 -1 9 0 6 ):  1-8 p r o v id e s

i n f o r m a t i o n ,  some o f  i t  o f  q u e s t i o n a b l e  v a l i d i t y ,  on th e  

s o u th  K ansas o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y .
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Between 188 8 and 1900 more th a n  10 0 n o v e l s  o f  t h e  u to p ia n  

v a r i e t y  ware p u b l i s h e d  i n  A m erica . Samuel C ro c k e r  (Theodore 

O cean ic  I s l e t )  ,  T ha t I s l a n d  (Oklahoma C i ty :  C. E. S t r e e t e r  G 

C o . ,  1892) was s u r e l y  one o f  t h e  more d e t a i l e d ,  and th u s  

b o r i n g ,  o f  t h i s  g e n r e .  C r o c k e r ' s  n o v e l  was w r i t t e n  s p e c i f i 

c a l l y  f o r  an Oklahoma a u d ie n c e .  I t  maps o u t  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  

o f  a b o u n t i f u l  i s l a n d  n a t i o n  (a t h i n l y  d i s g u i s e d  v e r s i o n  o f  

t h e  P o p u l i s t  view o f  America i n  th e  1890s) from  o p p r e s s iv e  

c a p i t a l i s m  t o  P o p u lism . The t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o c c u r s  i n  a s i n 

g l e  day when th e  m asses  r e a d  a book on p o l i t i c a l  economy, 

a u th o re d  by a g e n iu s  o f  o ld  w e a l th  (C ro ck e r  was b o rn  on an 

E n g l i s h  e s t a t e ,  a l th o u g h  he was by no means w e a l th y )  and 

d i s t r i b u t e d  by a s e c r e t  re fo rm  group  ( r e m in i s c e n t  o f  th e  On

io n  L abor p a r t y ' s  V i d e t t e s )  .  The book i s  u s e f u l  f o r  d i s 

c e r n in g  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  how a P o p u l i s t  s t a t e  m igh t o p e r a t e  

and p r o v id e s  some i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  e x p e c t a t i o n  

t h a t  e d u c a t io n  would c a u s e  a su dden , m ass iv e  p o l i t i c a l  r e 

v o l t  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  i n  pow er. T h is  i s  u s e f u l  t o  u n d e r s t a n d 

in g  t h e  P o p u l i s t  move t o  f u s i o n  i n  1896. C ro c k e r  was a f u 

s i o n i s t .

S eco n d a ry  S o o ççes  on Oklahoma

The most u s e f u l  g e n e r a l  s t u d i e s  o f  Oklahoma h i s t o r y  a r e  

H. Rayne and and Anne Hodges Morgan, Oklahoma: A B ic e n te n n i 

a l  H i s t o ry  (New York: S. W. N orton  6 C o . ,  1977) and A r r e l l  

H. G ibson , Oklahoma: A H i s to r y  o f  F iv e  C e n t u r i e s  (Norman:
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Harlow P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1 9 6 5 ) .  For th e  b o o o e r - r a n c h e r  con

f l i c t  which p re c ed e d  t h e  o p en in g  o f  th e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  

to  w h i te  s e t t l e m e n t  t h e r e  a r e  a number o f  f i n e  s t u d i e s .  Ar

r e l l  H. G ib so n ,  F ro n t i e r  H i s t o r i a n ;  ^he L i f e  a n d Bork o f  Ed

ward Ever e t t  Dale (Norman: O n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma P r e s s ,

1975) com bines  e s s a y s  on D a le ,  who was a  cowboy h im s e l f  i n  

th e  1890s, and  r e p r i n t s  s e v e r a l  o f  D a le ’ s  b e s t  s k e t c h e s  o f  

cowboy l i f e .  C a r l  B i s t e r ,  l a n d Hunge r ;  David L . Payne a n d 

t h e Boome r s  (Norman: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma P r e s s ,  1942)

s t i l l  p r o v id e s  v a l u a b l e  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  boomer movement 

and S tan  H o ig ,  David L. P ay n e ; The Okl a homa Boomer (Oklahoma 

C i t y :  W este rn  H e r i t a g e  Books, 1980) i s  u s e f u l  f o r  t h e  a c 

t i v i t i e s  o f  t h i s  e a r l y  boomer l e a d e r .  W illiam  W. S av ag e , 

J c . # The C h ero k ee  S t r i p  L i v e s to c k  A s s o c i a t i o n ;  F e d e r a l  Regu

l a t i o n  §nd t h e  C a t t l e m e n [ s  L a s t  F r o n t i e r  (Colum bia; U n iv e r

s i t y  o f  M is s o u r i  P r e s s ,  1973) d e t a i l s  r a n c h e r  a t t e m p t s  t o  

r e s i s t  th e  e n c ro a c h m e n ts  o f  farm  i n t e r e s t s .  Dan W. P e e ry ,  

"C o lo n e l  C ro c k e r  and t h e  Boomer Movement," Chroni c l e s  o f  Ok

l a homa 13, n o . 3 (S ep tem b er ,  19 3 5 );  273-95  g le a n s  in fo r m a 

t i o n  from Royden D a n g e r f i e l d * s  t y p e s c r i p t  o f  C r o c k e r 's  a u to 

b io g ra p h y .  The a r t i c l e  dow nplays C r o c k e r 's  e g a l i t a r i a n  

p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a  manner r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  t h e  n o n p a r 

t i s a n s h i p  o f  t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  E ra .

T h e re  a r e  a good number o f  s o u r c e s  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  s e t 

t l e m e n t  and d ev e lopm en t o f  Oklahoma. O ld e r  s t u d i e s  such  a s  

S o lon  Buck, " S e t t l e m e n t  o f  Oklahom a," W isco n s in Academy o f
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S c ie n c e .  A r t s  and  l e t t e r s .  T ran s a c t i o n s  15, n o .  2 (1907); 

325-80 and G i l b e r t  F i t e ,  " P io n e e r in g  in  West T ex as ,  t h e  In 

d ia n  T e r r i t o r y  and Oklahoma, 1865-190 0, The F arm ers  F r o n t i 

e r . 1865-1900, (New York: H o lt  R in e h a r t  & W inston , 1966) a r e  

s t i l l  q u i t e  u s a b l e .  Norman C ro c k e t ,  "The Opening of Oklaho

ma: A B u s in e s s m a n 's  F r o n t i e r , "  C h r o n ic l e s  o f  Oklahoma 55,

no. 1 ( S p r in g ,  1978); 8 5 -9 5 ,  p r o v id e s  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  ac 

t i v i t i e s  o f  t h o s e  s c r a m b l in g  f o r  a d v a n ta g e  in  t h e  c o sm o p o l i

t a n  a r e a s  o f  e a r l y  Oklahoma. Jerom e 0 .  S t e f f e n ,  " S ta g e s  o f  

D evelopm ent on Oklahoma H i s t o r y , "  i n  H. Wayne and Anne Hodg

e s  Morgan, Qkl^homa: Hew Vi e ws o f  t h e  F o r t y - S i x t h  S t a t e .

(Norman: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma P r e s s ,  1982) s e t s  t h e  eco 

nomic dev e lo p m en t o f  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  

o f  b ro a d  n a t i o n a l  t r e n d s .  B ecause  M ich a e l  F rank  D oran , "The 

O r ig in  o f  C u l t u r e  A re as  i n  Oklahoma, 1 8 3 0 -1 9 0 0 ."  (Ph. D. 

d i s s e r t a t i o n .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O regon , 1974) was was co m p le ted  

b e f o r e  th e  1900 c e n s u s  m a n u s c r ip t s  were opened t o  s c h o l a r s ,  

M ichae l Owen R o a rk ,  "Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y ;  F r o n t i e r  D evelop

m en t,  M ig ra t io n  and C u l tu r e  A r e a s , "  (Ph. D . d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  Sy

r a c u s e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1979) s u p e r c e d e s  t h e  o l d e r  s t u d y .  Both 

p ro v id e  v a l u a b l e  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  m in g l in g  o f  c u l t u r e s  i n  

Oklahoma. N. Jam es W ilson , "Oklahoma and  M idw estern  F arm ers  

i n  T r a n s i t i o n ,  1880 -1910 , and Donald E. G reen , " B e g in n in g s  

o f  Wheat C u l t u r e  in  Oklahom a," i n  Donald E. Green ( e d . ) , 

R u ra l  Okl a homa.  (Oklahoma C i ty :  Oklahoma H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e ty ,  

1977) p ro v id e  u s e f u l  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  developm ent o f  a g r i c u l 

t u r e  in  Oklahoma.
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T here  a r e  a number o f  s o u r c e s  which d e a l  w ith  p o l i t i c a l  

deve lopm en t i n  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y .  Most f o c u s  a t  l e a s t  

a s  much a t t e n t i o n  upon i n t r a p a r t y  m aneuvering  a s  i n t e r p a r t y  

c o n f l i c t .  Danuey G oble , P r o g r e s s i v e  Oklahoma: The Making o f  

a  Hew Kind o f  S t a t e  [Norman: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma P r e s s ,

1980), which a l s o  p r o v id e s  i n s i g h t f u l  c h a p t e r s  on s e t t l e m e n t  

and d ev e lo p m en t,  i s  t h e  b e s t .  G o b le 's  i d e a s  a r e  a l s o  sum

m arized  in  t h e  o p e n in g  c h a p t e r  o f  James B. S c a l e s  and Dan- 

ney Goble, Oklahoma P o l i t i c s ;  A H is to r y  [Norman; U n i v e r s i t y  

o f  Oklahoma P r e s s ,  198 2 ).  O ld e r  s t u d i e s  su ch  a s  Dora Ann 

S te w a r t ,  The Government and Deve lopme n t  o f  t h e  Oklahoma T e r -  

r i t o r v  [Norman; U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma P r e s s ,  1933) and Boy 

G i t t i n g e r ,  The F g rm a t io n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Oklahoma, 1803=1206 

(Norman: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma P r e s s ,  1942) a r e  a l s o  u se 

f u l .  The S p r i n g ,  1975, e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  Ch r o n i c l e s  o f  O k laho-  

ma c o n t a i n s  b i o g r a p h i e s  o f  each  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  g o v e r 

n o r s .  Most a r e  q u i t e  good. O ther works v a l u a b l e  t o  th e  

s tu d y  o f  t e r r i t o r i a l  p o l i t i c s  a r e  G eorge E ldon N o r v e l l ,  "A 

H is to ry  o f  t h e  F i r s t  l e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  

o f  O klahom a,” ( M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Oklahoma, 

1946); E l io n  L. C lem ance, ”A H is to ry  o f  th e  D em o cra tic  P a r t y  

in  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y . ” ( M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  Oklahoma S t a t e  

U n i v e r s i t y ,  1966) and V ic to r  Murdock, "D enn is  T- F l y n n , ” 

C hron i c l e s  o f  O k lah o ma. 16, n o .  2 [Ju n e ,  1940);  106-113 .

Glen S h i r l e y ,  Temp le  H ouston , Lawye£ With a  Gun (Norman; 

U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Oklahoma P r e s s ,  1980) p r o v id e s  i n s i g h t  i n t o
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t h e  l i f e  and c h a r a c t e r  o f  a p ro m in en t  C le v e la n d  D em ocrat. 

B e r l i n  Chapman, "The Enid 'R a i l r o a d  W ar; '  An A rc h iv a l  S tu 

d y ,"  C h r o n i d e s  o f  Oklahoma 4 3 , no. 2 (Summer, 1965); 

126-79 i s  t h e  d e f i n i t i v e  s tu d y  on t h i s  im p o r ta n t  s u b j e c t .

The b e s t  s o u rc e  f o r  t h e  K ansas  O r ig in s  o f  Oklahoma Popu

l is m  i s  H aro ld  R ic h a rd  P i e h l e r ,  "Henry V in c e n t ;  A Case S tudy  

in  P o l i t i c a l  D e v ie n c y ,"  (Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  D n i v e r s i t y  o f  

K ansas , 1 9 7 1 ) .  P i e h l e r ' s  f i n d i n g s  on V i n c e n t ' s  K ansas s o 

j o u r n  a r e  summarized i n  H a ro ld  P i e h l e r ,  "Henry V in c e n t ;  Kan

s a s  P o p u l i s t  and R a d ic a l -R e fo rm  J o u r n a l i s t , "  Ka n s a s  H i s t o ry  

2 , no . 1 (S p r in g ,  1979): 14 -25 . C h a r le s  R ic h a rd  D enton ,

"The Am erican N o n co n fo rm is t  and K ansas  I n d u s t r i a l  L i b e r a t o r ;  

A Onion L a b o r - P o p u l i s t  N ewspaper, 1 8 8 6 -1 8 9 1 ,"  ( M a s te r ' s  t h e 

s i s ,  K ansas S t a t e  C o l le g e  o f  P i t t s b u r g ,  1961) a l s o  p r o v id e s  

some i n t e r e s t i n g  in f o r m a t i o n .  Jam es R. S h a b e r ,  "An I n 

t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  A g ra r ia n  Reform Movement i n  Oklahoma 

from 1 8 9 0 -1 9 2 3 ."  ( M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T u l s a ,  

1959) i s , b a s e d  l a r g e l y  upon s e c o n d a ry  m a t e r i a l s .  John Ed

ward Thompson, " R a d ic a l  I d e o l o g i c a l  R esponses  t o  t h e  C lo s in g  

o f  t h e  F r o n t i e r  i n  Oklahoma, 188 9 -1 9 2 3 ."  (Ph. D. d i s s e r t a 

t i o n ,  R u tg e r s  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1982) p r o v id e s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  con 

t r a s t  be tw een  r a d i c a l  and re fo rm  o r i e n t e d  a g r a r i a n  p o l i t i c a l  

e x p r e s s i o n ,  b u t  a l s o  i s  p r i m a r i l y  b a se d  upon s e c o n d a ry  ma

t e r i a l s .

Host s e c o n d a ry  works on Oklahoma P o p u lism  a r e  t h i n  and 

som etim es  i n a c c u r a t e .  E lm er F r a k e r ,  "The S p read  o f  Populism
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i n t o  t h e  Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y , ” [ M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  

o f  Oklahoma, 1938) i s  b a se d  m o s t ly  upon s e c o n d a ry  m a t e r i a l s .  

Elm er L, F r a k e r ,  "The E l e c t i o n  o f  J .  Y. C a l l a h a n , "  C h ro n i 

c l e s  o f  Oklahoma.  33 , n o .3  (Autumn, 19 5 5 ):  3 5 0 -5 9 ,  b e n e f i t s  

from an  i n t e r v i e w  w ith  t h e  s u b j e c t ' s  d a u g h t e r ,  b u t  i s  so 

r i d d l e d  w i th  f a c t u a l  e r r o r s  t h a t  i t  must be c o n s i d e r e d  u n r e 

l i a b l e .  D onald  K. P i c k e n s ,  "Oklahoma P o p u lism  and H i s t o r i 

c a l  P e r s p e c t i v e . "  C h r o n i c l e s  o f  O klahoma. 47 , n o .  4 (Win

t e r ,  1 9 6 9 -1 9 7 0 ) :  3 7 7 -3 8 7 ,  a s s e s s e s  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  R ic h a rd

H o f s t a d t e r ,  The ^ e  o f  Reform: Bry a n  t o  P . D. R. [New York: 

A l f r e d  A. Knopf, 1955) i n  t h e  Oklahoma c o n t e x t  and r i g h t f u l 

ly  c o n te n d s  t h a t  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  C. Vann Woodward, Norman 

P o l l a c k  and W alte r  T- K. Nugent a r e  more a p p l i c a b l e .  P ic k 

en s  a l s o  c o n te n d s  t h a t  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d e r s  moved i n t o  t h e  

S o c i a l i s t  p a r t y  a f t e r  th e  t u r n  o f  th e  c e n t u r y .  At l e a s t  two 

o f  t h e  f i v e  exam ples  he p r e s e n t s ,  how ever, were f u s i o n i s t s .

H. L. M e r e d i th ,  "The A g ra r ia n  Reform P r e s s  i n  Oklahom a." 

G k E sn ig lg s  o f  Oklahoma. 5 0 ,  n o . 2 [ S p r in g ,  1 9 7 2 ) :  8 2 -9 4 ,

p r o v id e s  u s e f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  Po

p u l i s t  n e w sp a p e rs  and h i s  "The 'M id d le  W ay,' The F a r m e r 's  

A l l i a n c e  i n  t h e  I n d ia n  T e r r i t o r y ,  188 9 -1 8 9 6 ."  Ch r o n i c l e s  o f  

Oklahoma. 47, n o .  4 [W in te r ,  1 9 6 9 -1 9 7 0 ) :  3 7 7 -3 8 7 ,  i s  th e

o n ly  work on t h i s  s u b j e c t .  H is  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  a l e a d e r s h i p  

d e c i s i o n  r a t h e r  th a n  t h e  l a c k  o f  e l e c t i o n s  p r e v e n te d  th e  

f o r m a t io n  o f  a P o p u l i s t  p a r t y  i n  t h e  I n d i a n  T e r r i t o r y  i s  de

b a t a b l e .  T e r ry  P a u l  W ilso n ,  "The Demise o f  P o p u lism  i n  Ok-
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lahoœa T e r r i t o r y - '*  Chroni c l e s  o f  Oklahoma. 43 , no . 3 (Au- 

tum n, 1965);  3 6 5 -7 4 ,  f a i l s  t o  r e c o g n iz e  th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f

th e  F ree  S i l v e r  t i c k e t  i n  1896 a s  a  means o f  c i r c u m v e n t in g  

t h e  a n t i - f u s i o n  law - He r i g h t f u l l y  a t t r r i b u t e s  f u s i o n  t o  

econom ic i e s p a r a t i o n ,  t h e  f r e e  s i l v e r  p anacea  and and a 

p e n ch a n t  f o r  p s e u d o - r e l i g i o u s  c a u s e s ,  b u t  n e g l e c t s  c a u s e s  

more s p e c i f i c  t o  Oklahoma, su ch  a s  th e  d o u b l in g  o f  t a x e s  

and th e  R e p u b l ic a n  g e rry m a n d e r  o f  1895. He a l s o  i n a c c u r a t e 

l y  assumes s o u t h e r n - b o r n  P o p u l i s t s  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  D em ocrat

i c  p a r t y  im m e d ia te ly  a f t e r  1896.

S g co ad ary  S o u rc e s  on P opu lism

The s e c o n d a ry  m a t e r i a l s  a v a i l a b l e  on American Popu lism  a r e  

bo th  e x t e n s i v e  and q u i t e  v a r i e d .  As w ith  a l l  h i s t o r i c a l  

s u b j e c t s ,  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  have  v a r i e d  w i th  t h e  e n v iro n m e n ts  

i n  which t h e y  w ere p ro d u c e d .  I n  th e  1890s e a s t e r n - o r i e n t e d  

s c h o l a r s  l a r g e l y  d o m in a ted  Am erican h i s t o r i c a l  w r i t i n g .  Es

t a b l i s h m e n t - o r i e n t e d  i n  t h e i r  econom ic  and s o c i a l  a t t i t u d e s ,  

e a s t e r n e r s  gave  a g r a r i a n  u n r e s t  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n .  Hhen th e y  

d id  f o c u s  upon t h e  p r o t e s t  movements o f  t h e  P l a i n s  and th e  

Sou th  th e y  w ere u s u a l l y  c o n d e s c e n d in g  o r  even  o p en ly  h o s 

t i l e .

At t h e  very  same t im e  P o pu lism  fo c u s e d  a t t e n t i o n  upon th e  

Sou th  and t h e  W est, a number o f  young h i s t o r i a n s  from th e  

a f f e c t e d  r e g i o n s  were b e g in n in g  t h e i r  c a r e e r s .  F r e d e r i c k
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J a c k so n  T u r n e r ,  who p r e s e n te d  t h e  more l i b e r a l  f o c u s  o f  t h i s  

r i s i n g  g e n e r a t i o n ,  became th e  most n o t a b l e  s c h o l a r  o f  t h i s  

g e n r e .  The th o u g h t  and w r i t i n g  o f  T u rn e r  and h i s  g e n e r a t i o n  

was a s c h o l a r l y  e x p r e s s io n  o f  t h e  newly em erging  re fo rm  s e n 

t im e n t  known a s  P r o g r e s s iv i s m .  Very much i n  t h e  mode o f  t h e  

P o p u l i s t s ,  t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  h i s t o r i a n s  te n d e d  t o  r e c a s t  Amer

i c a n  h i s t o r y  i n  a s e r i e s  o f  d u a l is m s  ro u g h ly  p a r a l l e l i n g  th e  

’•p eo p le"  v e r s u s  t h e  " i n t e r e s t s "  s t r u g g l e  th e y  a s s o c i a t e d  

w ith  t h e i r  own e r a .  Sometimes th e y  saw s t r u g g l e s  between 

s e c t i o n s ,  su ch  as N orth  v e r s u s  S ou th  d u r in g  t h e  C i v i l  Mar 

and R e c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The c o n f l i c t  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  e r a ,  how

e v e r ,  was s e e n  a s  be tw een  E a s t  and v e s t ,  w i th  t h e  South  

j o i n i n g  t h e  l a t t e r .  U s u a l ly  su ch  s e c t i o n a l  d ic h o to m ie s  on ly  

r e p r e s e n t e d  d e e p e r  econom ic c l e a v a g e s  i n  American s o c i e t y .  

Themes su ch  as c i t y  v e r s u s  c o u n t r y ,  f a r m e r s  v e r s u s  b u s i n e s s 

men (w ith  w o rk e rs  a s  a sw ing v o t e ) , human r i g h t s  v e r s u s  

p r o p e r ty  r i g h t s  and H am il to n ia n ism  and J e f f e r s o n i a n i s m  p e r 

vaded t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  h i s t o r i a n s .

F r e d e r i c k  J a c k s o n  T u rn e r  p e rc e iv e d  Popu lism  i n  j u s t  such 

s e c t i o n a l  a n d ,  a t  b a s e ,  econom ic t e r m s .  T u rn e r  c o n ten d ed  

t h a t  t h e  c o n t i n u a l  ad v an ce  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  a c r o s s  th e  American 

l a n d s c a p e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s e r i e s  o f  f r o n t i e r  s i t u a t i o n s  which 

r e j u v e n a t e d  t h e  e g a l i t a r i a n  r o o t s  o f  A m erican s o c i e t y  and 

a c c o u n te d  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  u n iq u e n e s s  o f  A m erica’ s  democ

r a t i c  d ev e lo p m en t.  For T u r n e r ,  t h e  f r o n t i e r  a c te d  a s  a 

s a f e t y - v a l v e ,  a l lo w in g  t h e  n a t io n  to  a v o id  p o t e n t i a l  u n r e s t
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from th o s e  e le m e n ts  which had l o s t  o u t  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  

econom ic in d e p e n d e n c e  i n  more d e v e lo p e d  r e g i o n s .  In  F r e d e r 

ic k  J a c k so n  T u r n e r ,  "The Prob lem  o f  t h s  W es t ,"  A t l a n t i c  

Hont h l y  73 (S ep tem b er ,  1896); 2 8 9 -9 7 ,  he v iew s P opu lism  as

th e  backwash o f  f r o n t i e r  e g a l i t a r i a n  t r a d i t i o n s  when th e  

f r o n t i e r  c lo s e d  and th e  s a f e t y - v a l v e  d i s a p p e a r e d .  B ecause 

o f  t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  f r o n t i e r .  T u rn e r  f o r e c a s t  a tu m u l tu o u s  

f u t u r e  f o r  A m erica, which i n  a s e n s e  can  be c o n s id e r e d  a 

m i ld e r  form o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t s *  own a p o c a l y p t i c  view o f  th e  

f u t u r e .

The P r o g r e s s i v e  h i s t o r i a n s  v a g u e ly  a s s o c i a t e d  dem ocracy 

w ith  t h e  f r o n t i e r  West and d i s c o v e r e d  a s e r i e s  o f  c o n f l i c t s  

p i t t i n g  t h e  r e g e n e r a t e  West a g a i n s t  th e  e n t r e n c h e d  econom ic 

p r i v i l e g e  o f  t h e  E as t  which s t r e t c h e d  a l l  t h e  way back  t o  

c o l o n i a l  t i m e s ,  g i v i n g  d e p th  and h i s t o r i c a l  meaning t o  to  

th e  c o n f l i c t s  o f  t h e i r  own day . T h is  p ro d u ced  a rough  a s s o 

c i a t i o n  in  th e  minds o f  P r o g r e s s i v e  h i s t o r i a n s  betw een th e  

re fo rm  movements o f  t h e  p a s t  and P r o g r e s s iv i s m .  Solon  Buck, 

The G ranger  Movement [Cam bridge; H arvard  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  

1913) and The A g ra r ia n  Cr u s a d e  (New Haven: Y ale  U n iv e r s i t y

P r e s s ,  19 20) a r e  u s a b l e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  them e. The 

P r o g r e s s i v e  h i s t o r i a n ' s  magnum opus on P o p u l i sm , how ever, 

came w i th  John D. H ic k s ,  The Pop u l i s t  R e v o l t  (M in n e a p o l i s ,  

U n iv e r s i t y  o f  M inneso ta  P r e s s ,  1931). H icks  p r e s e n t e d  Popu

l ism  a s  th o r o u g h ly  w i th in  t h e  J e f f e r s o n i a n  and J a c k s o n ia n  

t r a d i t i o n s ,  and a s  a p r e d e c e s s o r  t o  P r o g r e s s i v i s m .  More r e 
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c e n t  h i s t o r i a n s  have  n o t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  underm ined  h i s  e l u c i 

d a t i o n  o f  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  economic  g r i e v a n c e s  o f  t h e  f a r m e r  

a s  t h e  p r im ary  c a u s e  f o r  P o p u l i sm .  P r o g r e s s i v e  h i s t o r i a n s  

p r e s e n t e d  Popu l i sm  p r i m a r i l y  a s  i n t e r e s t s  g roup  p o l i t i c s ,  

w i th  h a v e - n o t s  demanding t h e i r  f a i r  s h a r e  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  

b o u n ty .

L ik e  T u rn e r  h i s  m e n to r ,  H icks  vas  a  m id w e s t e r n e r  and 

t e n d e d  t o  o v e r s t r e s s  t h e  r o l e  o f  h i s  s e c t i o n  w h i le  n e g l e c t 

i n g  t h e  s o u t h e r n  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  P o p u l i s t  r e v o l t .  i h e n  

t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  1930s f i n a l l y  undermined t h e  p ro m ise s  

o f  t h e  New Sou th  b o o s t e r s ,  a number o f  young s c h o l a r s  from 

t h i s  s e c t i o n  began d o m e s t i c a t i n g  t h e  P r o g r e s s i v e  i n t e r p r e t a 

t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  own r e g i o n .  The most n o t a b l e  s c h o l a r  o f  t h i s  

g ro u p ,  C. Vann io o d w a rd ,  con ten d ed  t h a t  t h e  s t r i f e  o f  t h e  

1890s was n o t  o n ly  s e c t i o n a l ,  b u t  a l s o  be tween  fa rm  and i n 

d u s t r y  w i t h i n  t h e  South  i t s e l f .  Woodward found h i s  h e r o  o f  

s o u t h e r n  l i b e r a l i s m  in  Tom Watson, who r e s i s t e d  t h e  r a c i sm  

o f  h i s  e ra  and a t t e m p t e d  t o  u n i t e  p o o r  b l a c k s  and w h i t e s  i n  

a r a t i o n a l ,  e c o n o m i c - i n t e r e s t  p o l i t i c a l  c o a l i t i o n .  C. Vann 

Woodward, Ton Watson, A g r a r i a n  E e b e l  (New York , Macmil lan  5 

C o . ,  193 8) p r e s e n t e d  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  

s o u t h e r n  Popu l i sm  and l a i d  t h e  groundwork f o r  h i s  g r e a t e s t  

l i t e r a r y  t r i u m p h .  O r i g i n s  o f  t h e  New Sou th  (Baton Bouge, 

L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  Q n v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1951) .  Again  t h e  American 

p a s t  was see n  a s  an a r e n a  o f  c o n f l i c t  be tween  c o n te n d i n g  

f o r c e s ,  namely t h e  " c l a s s e s "  and t h e  " m a s s e s . "  As w i th  t h e
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P o p u l i s t s ,  econom ics  tras t h e  b a t t l e g r o u n d ,  b u t  m o r a l i t y  was 

t h e  q u e s t i o n .  Woodward a sk ed  many o f  t h e  same q u e s t i o n s  the  

P o p u l i s t s  d i d ;  namely  who i s  i n  c h a r g e  and what a r e  t h e y  

a f t e r ?  Woodward 's  s c h o l a r l y  a p p r o a c h ,  however ,  a l lo w e d  th e  

e x p r e s s i o n  o f  h i s  d i s a p p r o v a l  o n l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  s u b t l e  medium 

o f  i r o n y .  A p r im e  example  i s  r e c o u n t i n g  t h e  s t o r y  o f  th e  

d e f e a t e d  and  d i s i l l u s i o n e d  Tom B atson  t u r n i n g  t h e  " n i g g e r  

q u e s t i o n "  upon h i s  en em ies  and r o u t i n g  them i n  t h e  new c e n 

t u r y ,  b u t  w i th  d i s a s t e r o u s  c o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  s o u t h e r n  r a c e  

r e l a t i o n s .

S e v e r a l  o l d e r  s t a t e  s t u d i e s ,  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  

t r a d i t i o n ,  a r e  s t i l l  q u i t e  u s a b l e  t o d a y .  Alex Mathews Ar

n e t t ,  Jhg Pop u l i s t  Movement  i n  Georgi a  (Mew York:  Columbia

U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1922) p r e s e n t s  t h e  a g r a r i a n  r e v o l t  i n  

t e r m s  o f  t h e  " w o o l - h a t  boys"  v e r s u s  t h e  "Bourbon o l i g a r c h y . "  

Roscoe  C. M a r t i n ,  The Peop l e ' s  Pa r t y  i n  Texa s  (A u s t in :  Univ

e r s i t y  o f  Texas  P r e s s ,  1933) i s  t h e  e f f o r t  o f  a p o l i t i c a l  

s c i e n t i s t  who f o u n d  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y ' s  s t r o n g 

e s t  among w h i t e s  l o c a t e d  on p o o r  farm l a n d .  W il l iam  Dubose 

S h e ld o n ,  Po p u l i s m  i n  t h e  Old Dominion ( P r i n c e t o n :  P r i n c e t o n

U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1935) i s  an u n d e r g r a d u a t e  e s s a y  which 

r i g h t f u l l y  fo und  i t s  way i n t o  p r i n t .  A l b e r t  D. K i rw in ,  The 

R e v o l t  o f  t h e  R e d n e c k s ,  M i s s i s s i p p i  P o l i t i c s .  1876-1925

( L e x in g t o n :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Kentucky P r e s s ,  1951) c a s t  t h e  Po

p u l i s t  r e v o l t  i n  t h e  form o f  a s t u d y  i n  c l a s s  c o n f l i c t .
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T here  a r e  s e v e r a l  more r e c e n t  s t a t e  s t u d i e s  o f  Popul ism 

i n  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  t r a d i t i o n .  Henry C lay  D e t h l o f f ,  "Popu

l i s m  and Reform i n  L o u i s i a n a , "  [Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n .  U n iv e r 

s i t y  o f  M i s s o u r i ,  1964) c o n t e n d s  P o p u l i s t s  and o t h e r  a n t i 

l o t t e r y  e l e m e n t s  s t i m u l a t e d  a m o ra l  r e a w a k e n in g  which l e d  t o  

r e f o r m .  W i l l i a m  Ivy  H a i r ,  B oarbo n i s m and  A g r a r i a n i s m  [Baton 

Rouge: L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1969) shows how

Bourbon e l e m e n t s  c r u s h e d  b i r a c i a l  a g r a r i a n i s m  i n  L o u i s i a n a .  

W il l i am  Warren R o g e r s ,  O ne^G a l lu sed  Reb e l l i o n ; A g ra r i a n i s m  

i n  Alabama,  1865-1896 (Baton Rouge: L o u i s i a n a  S t a t e  U n iv e r 

s i t y  P r e s s ,  1970) p r e s e n t s  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  e f f o r t  a s  a p ro 

g r e s s i v e  r e a c t i o n  t o  economic  d i s t r e s s  which s o u g h t  t o  a c 

h i e v e  pe rm an en t  b e n e f i t s  f o r  b o th  poor  b l a c k s  and poor

w h i t e s .  M ar t in  G e ra ld  Towey, "The P e o p l e ’ s  p a r t y  i n  Mis

s o u r i , "  (Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  S t .  L ou i s  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1971)

p r e s e n t s  P o p u l i sm  a s  r u r a l  i n t e r e s t  g ro u p  p o l i t i c s .  I n  "The 

P e o p l e ' s  P a r t y  i n  A r k a n s a s , "  (Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  Tu lane  

U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 7 5 ) ,  John McDaniel  Wheeler  shows Popu l ism  was 

s t r o n g e s t  i n  t h e  A rkansa s  p ie d m o n t ,  where f a r m e r s  a t t e m p t e d  

com m erc ia l  a g r i c u l t u r e  on poor  s o i l .  R ic h a r d  L eve rne  N is -  

wonger ,  " A rk a n sa s  D e m o cra t ic  p o l i t i c s ,  189 6 -1 9 2 0 ,"  (Ph. D. 

d i s s e r t a t i o n .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T exas  a t  A u s t i n ,  1974) c o n te n d s  

p r o g r e s s i v e  Democra ts  u n d e r c u t  Popu l i sm  and c r e a t e d  a two 

f a c t i o n  sy s tem  [ w i t h i n  t h e  D em o cra t ic  p a r t y )  which re s e m b le d  

a two p a r t y  c l e a v a g e  a f t e r  1896. Arnold  Mark P a v lo v s k y ,  

"•We B u s te d  Because  We F a i l e d , '  F l o r i d a  P o l i t i c s ,
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1880-1908 ,"  (Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  

1974) p r e s e n t s  t h e  A l l i a n c e  and P o p u l i s t  movements a s  e co 

n o m ic a l ly  m o t i v a t e d ,  b u t  undermined by t h e  r a c e  i s s u e .

As t h e  n a t i o n  p a sse d  th r o u g h  t h e  c r u c i b l e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  

D e p re s s io n  and t h e  Seu  D e a l ,  a s p i r i t  o f  r e fo rm  swept  

th ro u g h  a ca d e m ia ,  even i n f i l t r a t i n g  t h e  n o r t h e a s t .  The r o l e  

o f  i d e o l o g y  in  m o b i l i z i n g  t h e  masses  a l s o  seemed t o  g a i n  im

p o r t a n c e  i n  t h e  1930s and 1940s w i th  t h e  r i s e  o f  H i t l e r .  

Hot s u r p r i s i n g l y  an e a s t e r n  s c h o l a r  found  i n t e l l e c t u a l  o r i 

g i n s  from h i s  own r e g i o n  t o  t h e  economic  and p o l i t i c a l  f e r 

ment o f  t h e  South  and West i n  t h e  1890s .  C h e s t e r  McArthur 

D e s t l e r ,  Am e r i c a n Rad ica l i s m . 1965-1901 (New London: Connec- 

t i c u t t  C o l l e g e  P r e s s ,  1946) u n c o v e red  r a d i c a l  e a s t e r n  u rban  

r o o t s  t o  a number o f  s u p p o s e d ly  w e s te rn  a g r a r i a n  s t e r e o t y p e s  

and p r o p o s a l s .  He t h u s  p o r t r a y e d  Popul ism  a s  t h e  r a d i c a l  

s y n t h e s i s  o f  an i d e o l o g i c a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  be tween  c i t y  and 

c o u n t r y .  E a s t  and  West.  Donald Edgar W a l t e r s ,  "P opu l i sm  i n  

C a l i f o r n i a ,  1 8 8 9-1900 ,"  (Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  D n i v e r s i t y  of  

C a l i f o r n i a  a t  B e r k e l e y ,  1952) shows t h e  s t r o n g  c o n n e c t i o n

between Bellamy N a t i o n a l i s m  and Popul ism on t h e  wes t  c o a s t .  

Bellamy was a n a t i v e  o f  Bos ton .

While t h e  U n i ted  S t a t e s  and t h e  S o v i e t  Union were a l l i e s  

d u r i n g  World War I I  a communis t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  Populi sm 

emerged from t h e  pen o f  American Communist p a r t y  i d e o l o g i s t  

Anna R o c h e s t e r .  The P o p u l i s t  Moveme n t  i n  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  

(New York: I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P u b l i s h e r s , 1943) p l a c e d  Populi sm
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i n  a L e n n i n i s t  f ramework ,  d e t a i l i n g  c e r t a i n  a l l e g e d  p a r r e l -  

l e l s  be tw een  t h e  American a g r a r i a n  movement and S o v i e t  s o 

c i a l i s m .

While t h e  t u r b u l e n t  1930s reminded s c h o l a r s  o f  t h e  e s s e n 

t i a l  d i v i s i o n s  i n  A m e r i c a ' s  p a s t ,  t h e  Second World War and 

t h e  1950s d i d  j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e .  With P e a r l  Harbor  Ameri

can s  p u l l e d  t o g e t h e r  a s  n e v e r  b e f o r e .  P o s tw a r  t r o u b l e s  with  

t h e  S o v i e t  Union k ep t  t h i s  syndrome a l i v e  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

decade .  I n  t i m e s  which seemed t o  r e q u i r e  n a t i o n a l  u n i t y ,  

American s c h o l a r s  d i s c o v e r e d  an e s s e n t i a l  c o n t i n u i t y  t o  t h e  

American p a s t .  P e r c e i v e d  f o r e i g n  t h r e a t s ,  however ,  were no t  

t h e  on ly  f a c t o r s  d i r e c t i n g  American h i s t o r i o g r a p h y .  World 

War I I  c a u s e d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  w e a l th  i n  Amer

i c a n  h i s t o r y .  Not o n ly  d i d  f u l l  employment w i th  m ass ive  go

vernment s p e n d i n g  (wi th  w i n d f a l l  p r o f i t s  t a x e s  t o  keep t h e  

r i c h  from g e t t i n g  t o o  much r i c h e r )  f i n a l l y  c r e a t e  a t r u l y  

m i d d l e - c l a s s  economy, b u t  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  commerce and i n d u s 

t r y  t o  t h e  South  and t h e  West c r e a t e d  a more homogeneous and 

i n t e g r a t e d  n a t i o n .  L ik e  l o c g u e v i l l e ' s  p o r t r a i t  o f  America ,  

c o n se n s u s ,  o r  r e v i s i o n i s t ,  h i s t o r i a n s  found  America a d v e n tu 

ro u s  i n  manner ,  b u t  c o n s e r v a t i v e  i n  s u b s t a n c e .

S in c e  t h e  s c h o l a r l y  community was n o t  immune t o  t h e  more 

c o n s e r v a t i v e  n a t i o n a l  mood o f  t h e  1950s ,  r e v i s i o n i s t s  r e 

duced t h e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  t u r n i n g  p o i n t s  i n  Ameri

can h i s t o r y ,  r e d i s c o v e r e d  c o n t i n u i t y  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  p a s t  

and em phas ized  t h e  b a s i c  s t a b i l i t y  o f  American i n s t i t u t i o n s .
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They e i t h e r  d e n i e d  o r  t r i v i a l i z e d  a s  u n n e c e s s a r y  p r e v i o u s  

c o n f l i c t s  i n  American h i s t o r y .  The r e l a t i v e l y  new use  of  

p s y c h o a n a l y s i s  i n  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e ,  which had i t s  r o o t s  i n  

w ar t im e  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  A do lf  H i t l e r ' s  b e h a v i o r ,  h e lp e d  e x 

p l a i n  c o n f l i c t  a s  i r r a t i o n a l .  S c h o l a r s  o f  a l l  b a c k g r o u n d s  

and p o l i t i c a l  o u t l o o k s  came t o  s e e  P o p u l i sm  a s  l e s s  a r e a l 

i s t i c  r e s p o n s e  t o  a c t u a l  g r i e v a n c e s  t h a n  a s  an i r r a t i o n a l  

r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e i r  d e c l i n i n g  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y .  By f a r  t h e  b e s t  and most i n f l u e n t i a l  c o n s e n s u s  i n 

t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  P opu l i sm  can  be found i n  R ic h a r d  H o f s t a d t e r ,  

Age o f  R e forms From Bryan t o  F. D- E. (New Y ork ,  A l f r e d  A. 

Knopf,  1955) .  I n  t h e  c o n s e n s u s  s p i r i t  o f  hom ogen iz ing  t h e  

American p a s t ,  H o f s t a d t e r  s p e l l e d  P o p u l i sm  w i th  a  s m a l l  **p” 

and i n c l u d e d  a l l  s i I v e r i t e s .  A l i b e r a l  d i s e n c h a n t e d  w i th

A m e r i c a ' s  weak e f f o r t s  a t  s o c i a l  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  H o f s t a d t e r  

a t t r i b u t e d  t h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  a t r u l y  r a d i c a l  Amer

i c a n  p a s t .  He saw P o p u l i s t s  n o t  a s  f o r w a r d - l o o k i n g  r e f o r m 

e r s ,  b u t  a s  n o s t a l g i c ,  b a c k w a r d - l o o k i n g  p e t t y  c a p i t a l i s t s .  

I n s t e a d  o f  p u s h in g  f o r  r e a l  r e f o r m ,  H o f s t a d t e r  s u g g e s t e d  

t h a t  P o p u l i s t s  e x h i b i t e d  p r o v i n c i a l i s m ,  a c o n s p i r a c y  s y n 

drome and a p e n c h a n t  f o r  s c a p e g o a t i s m  which m a n i f e s t e d  i t 

s e l f  i n  n a t i v i s m ,  a n t i - s e m i t i s m ,  a n t i - i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m  and 

a n g l o p h o b i a .  They were h a r r a s s e d  l i t t l e  c o u n t r y  b u s i n e s s 

men, i n s e c u r e  a b o u t  t h e i r  d e c l i n i n g  s t a t u s  i n  an  i n d u s t r i a l 

i z i n g  America.
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H o f s t a d t e r * s  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t  t h e  P o p u l i s t s *  a l l e g e d l y  r e 

t r o g r a d e  t e n d e n c i e s  a r t i c u l a t e d  t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  h i s  e r a .  

B i th  t h e  McCarthy s c a r e ,  l e s s  c a r e f u l  s c h o l a r s  ( u s u a l l y  n o t  

h i s t o r i a n s )  p ro d u c e d  even more c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s e s  o f  t h e  a g 

r a r i a n  movement.  P e r h a p s  t h e  most b i z z a r e  was V i c t o r  F e r k -  

i s s ,  " P o p u l i s t  I n f l u e n c e s  on American F a s c i s m , "  H e s t e r n  P o l -  

i t i S â l  Q u a r t e r l y  10, n o .  2 ( J u n e ,  1 9 5 7 ) ;  35057 .  F e r k i s s

p r o v id e d  a h i g h l y  q u e s t i o n a b l e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  F a s c i s m  which 

i n c l u d e d  m id d le  c l a s s  economic  p ro g ram s ,  a n g l o p h o b i a ,  a n t i 

s e m i t i s m ,  p l e b i c i t a r y  democracy and a  commitment t o  c o n s p i 

r a c y  t h e o r i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a b o u t  t h e  "money p o w e r . "  His  

l o o s e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  t o  P o p u l i s t s ,  however ,  

s u f f e r e d  from i t s  e q u a l  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  t o  p r e v i o u s  American 

e g a l i t a r i a n  f i g u r e s ,  such  a s  J e f f e r s o n  and J a c k s o n .

H o f s t a d t e r * s  s e d u c t i v e  a n a l y s i s  o f  P o p u l i sm  d id  n o t  r e 

main u n c h a l l e n g e d  f o r  l o n g .  C. Vann Boodward, "The P o p u l i s t  

and t h e  I n t e l l e c t u a l , "  The Ameri can  Sçhoj a r  28 ,  no .  1 (Win

t e r ,  1959);  55 -72  p r e s e n t e d  most o f  t h e  c r i t i c i s m s  f u t u r e

s c h o l a r s  would l e v e l  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o n s e n s u s  s c h o o l .  While  

ack n o w le d g in g  p r e v i o u s  h i s t o r i a n s  had been t o o  u n c r i t i c a l  o f  

t h e  a g r a i r a n s .  Woodward p r o v i d e d  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  Popu

l i s t s *  o p p o n e n t s  were  u s u a l l y  worse  o f f e n d e r s ,  and a sk e d  i f  

i t  was f a i r  t o  em p h as ize  t r a i t s  n o t  p r i m a r i l y  a s s o c i a t e d  

w i th  t h e  movement and i g n o r e  t h e  more e g r e g i o u s  f a i l i n g s  o f  

t h e i r  o p p o n e n t s  on t h e  same s u b j e c t s .
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Because  H o f s t a d t e r * s  a n a l y s i s  o f  Popul ism was more of a 

t h i n k - p i e c e  t h a n  a  w e l l  r e s e a r c h e d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

movement, s e v e r a l  s c h o l a r l y  c a r e e r s  were l a u n c h e d  by s h o o t 

i n g  h o l e s  i n  H o f s t a d t e r * s ,  Aae o f  R eform, f a l t e r  T- K- Bu- 

g e n t  s t u d i e d  Kansas  P o p u l i s t  a t t i t u d e s  i n  d e t a i l  and ab

s o l v e d  t h i r d  p a r t y  a d v o c a t e s  i n  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  P o p u l i s t  

s t a t e  o f  i r r a t i o n a l i t y  (and p a r t i c u l a r l y  a n t i - s e m i t i s m )  i n  

The T o l e r a n t  P o p u l i s t s  (Chicago: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C hicago

P r e s s ,  1 9 6 3 ) .  Norman P o l l a c k  went f a r t h e r ,  and i n  s t u d y i n g  

t h e  r h e t o r i c  o f  w e s t e r n  Popu l i sm  found a c o h e r e n t  and r a d i 

c a l  c r i t i g u e  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i z i n g  America,  s i m i l a r  t o  flarxism 

and ,  i n  h i s  mind, v a l i d  f o r  c o n te m p o ra r y  America i n  The Po-  

E S U s t  Eesf ionse  t o  I n d u s t r i a l  America (New f o r k :  H. f .  Nor

to n  & Co. ,  1 9 62) .  In Norman P o l l a c k ,  " F e a r  o f  Nan: Popu

l i s m ,  A u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m  and t h e  H i s t o r i a n , "  A g r i c u l t u r a l  

H i s t o ry  3 9 ,  no- 2 ( A p r i l ,  1965):  59 -67  h e  a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  de 

n i g r a t i o n  o f  Popu l ism  t o  e l i t i s t  h i s t o r i a n ' s  f e a r  o f  t h e  

m a sse s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  c a r e e r s  o f  H i t l e r  and 

S t a l i n .  I r w i n  Unger d e n i e d  P o l l a c k ' s  c h a r g e s  i n  t h e  same 

e d i t i o n  of A g r i c u l t u r a l  H i s t o r y , and em phas ized  H o f s t a d t e r * s  

theme o f  P o p u l i s t s  b e in g  n a i e v e ,  s i m p l i s t i c  and e s s e n t i a l l y  

r e t r o g r a d e .  H« Wayne Morgan, "P o p u l i sm  and t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  

A g r i c u l t u r e , "  i n  H. Wayne Morgan ( e d . ) , The G i ld e d  Age (Sy

r a c u s e :  S y r ac u s e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1970) p ro v id e d  an econom

i c  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  Popu l ism  which conceded some of  t h e  nega

t i v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h e  c o n s e n s u s  r e v i s i o n i s t s  had fo und .
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While a n t i - c o n s e n s us  e f f o r t s  b r o u g h t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  en 

l i g h t e n m e n t  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  a g r a r i a n  c r u s a d e  i n  t h e  de 

cad e  a f t e r  H o f s t a d t e r * s  Age o f  Reform a p p e a r e d ,  t h e  l i g h t  

seemed t o  t u r n  t o  h e a t  i n  t h e  m id -1 9 6 0 s .  T h i s  m i r r o r e d  t h e  

g rowing  c o n v u l s i o n s  a p p e a r i n g  i n  American s o c i e t y  a t  t h e  

t i m e .  I n  t h e  same e d i t i o n  o f  Ag r i c u l t u r a l  H i s t o r y  t h a t  con

t a i n e d  P o l l a c k  and U n g e r ' s  t i r a d e s ,  J .  Rogers  H o l l i n g s w o r t h  

found t h i s  d e b a t e  a d e ad -en d  u n t i l  a b e t t e r  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  

o f  t h e  189 0s  d e t e r m in e d  e x a c t l y  who c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  a v e r a g e  

P o p u l i s t .  H o l l i n g s w o r t h  a l l u d e d  t o  a newly  d e v e l o p i n g  f i e l d  

o f  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  which h i s t o r i a n s  Samuel P. Hays,  Lee 

Benson and A l la n  Bogue were p i o n e e r i n g .  I n  a m ajo r  p a p e r  

d i s t r i b u t e d  a t  t h e  1964 American H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  con

v e n t i o n ,  Hays c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  a p p ro a ch  t o  w r i t i n g  

h i s t o r y  f o r  i t s  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  w i th  p ro m in e n t  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  

d r a m a t i c  e p i s o d e s  and i d e o l o g i c a l  combat  o v e r  n a t i o n a l  p o l i 

cy p o s i t i o n s .  Hays* s y m p a t h i e s  c l e a r l y  l a i d  w i t h  t h e  con

s e n s u s  s c h o o l .  He p a r t i c u l a r l y  denounced t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  

h i s t o r i a n ' s  t e n d en c y  t o  f o c u s  upon r i t u a l  c l a s h e s  between 

t h e  " p e o p l e "  and t h e  " i n t e r e s t s . "  I n s t e a d  o f  f o c u s i n g  upon 

t h e  r h e t o r i c  o f  l e a d e r s .  Hays c o n t e n d e d ,  h i s t o r i a n s  sh o u ld  

d e l v e  i n t o  t h e  s u b t l t i e s  o f  s t r u c t u r e s ,  s y s t e m s  and l o c a l  

r e l a t i o n s  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  i n  which l a r g e  

masses  o f  p e o p le  a c t u a l l y  l i v e d .  To do t h i s ,  e l e c t i o n  r e 

t u r n s ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  r o l l  c a l l  v o t e s  and c e n s u s  m a t e r i a l s  be

came p o w e r f u l  t o o l s  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  s o c i a l  b a s i s  of
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p o l i t i c a l  b e h a v i o r .  S o c i a l  s c i e n c e  h i s t o r i a n s  began c r e a t 

in g  r e s e a r c h  d e s i g n s  which owed t h e i r  g e n e s i s  t o  t h e  s t a t i s 

t i c a l  t e c h n i q u e s  o f  s o c i o l o g y  and p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e .  They 

th e n  l e d  t h e i r  r e a d e r s  th ro u g h  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e i r  assump

t i o n s  and methods  a s  t h e y  p r e s e n t e d  t h e i r  f i n d i n g s .

I n  "Some P a r a m e t e r s  o f  P o p u l i s m , "  l o r i c u l t a r a l  Hi s t o r y  

hO, n o .  4 [O c to b e r ,  1966) ;  2 5 5 -2 7 0 ,  W a l t e r  I .  K. Nugent ex 

amined m or tgage  d a t a  on c o u n ty  l e v e l  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  i n  

c e n t r a l  Kansas (a h o tb e d  o f  Popul i sm) and c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  

t h i r d  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  were l e s s  s p e c u l a t i v e  t h a n  t h e i r  main

s t r e a m  p a r t y  c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  which matched P o p u l i s t  r h e t o r i c .  

0 .  Gene C l a n t o n ,  Ka n s a s  Popu l ism  [Lawrence:  D n i v e r s i t y  of

Kansas  P r e s s ,  19 69) a l s o  s t u d i e d  t h e  Kansas  t h i r d  p a r t y  

l e a d e r s h i p  i n  d e t a i l  and i d e n t i f i e d  them a s  r u r a l  and mid

d l e - c l a s s .  A b e l i e f  i n  t h e  e f f i c a c y  o f  government  i n t e r v e n 

t i o n  was t h e  o n l y  t e n e t  he found  t h a t  t h e y  a l l  had i n  com

mon.

S t a n l e y  B. P a r s o n s ,  The f i o E a l i s t  C o n t e x t :  g u r a l  v e r s a s

arfaan Power on a G re a t  P l a i n s  F r o n t i e r  ( W e s t p o r t ,  C o n n e c t i -  

c u t t :  Greenwood P r e s s ,  1973) b r o u g h t  t h e  r u r a l - u r b a n  theme

which R o b e r t  D y k s t r a  had p i o n e e r e d  i n  "Town-Country  Con

f l i c t :  A Hidden Dimension i n  American S o c i a l  H i s t o r y , "  A g r i 

c u l t u r a l  Hi s t o r y  38 ,  no.  4 ( O c t o b e r ,  1964):  195-204 i n t o

f u l l  f l o w e r .  P a r s o n s  found  a c o n t i n u o u s  t u g - o f - w a r  between 

f a r m e r s  and v i l l a g e  e l i t e s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  and economic  l e a d 

e r s h i p  i n  s i x  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Nebraska  c o u n t i e s .  He c o n t e n d 
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ed t h a t  most r a d i c a l  p o p u l i s t  r h e t o r i c  came from n a t i o n a l l y  

s y n d i c a t e d  " b o i l e r p l a t e "  a r t i c l e s ,  and se ldom r e f l e c t e d  l o 

c a l  s e n t i m e n t s .  A cco rd in g  t o  P a r s o n s ,  P o p u l i s t s  s im p ly  

wanted b e t t e r  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s y s t e m .  They were 

s m a l l - t i m e  r u r a l  b u s in e s sm en  r e a c t i n g  t o  econom ic  c i r c u m s 

t a n c e s  t h r o u g h  i n t e r e s t  g roup  p o l i t i c s .

I n  E ggu l ism  t o  P r o g r e s s i v i s m  i n  Alabama ( P r i n c e t o n :  

P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1969) ,  S he ldon  Hackney a l s o  

f i n d s  a  c o r r e l a t i o n  be tw een  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  

and g e o g r a p h i c  i s o l a t i o n  from towns  and v i l l a g e s .  A combi

n a t i o n  o f  g e o g r a p h i c  m o b i l i t y  and downward s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  

made s u p p o r t e r s  p e r i p h e r a l  t o  t h e  dominant  s o c i e t y .  B a t h e r  

th a n  r e f o r m e r s ,  however ,  Hackney f i n d s  o u t s i d e r s  a t t e m p t i n g  

t o  e n t e r  t h e  s y s t e m .  They were power r a t h e r  t h a n  re fo rm  

o r i e n t e d .  A lthough  Hackney a d m i t s  t h a t  P o p u l i s t s  were l e s s  

imbued w i th  t h e  mythoology o f  t h e  New S o u th ,  he c o n t e n d s  

t h e r e  was no c o n f l i c t  o v e r  i d e o l o g y .  P o p u l i s t s  a c c e p t e d  th e  

e x i s t i n g  s o c i e t y .  They j u s t  wanted b e t t e r  e n t r y  i n t o  i t .  

J e r r y  Wayne DeVine,  " F r e e  S i l v e r  and Alabama P o l i t i c s ,  

1 8 8 0 -1 8 9 6 , "  (Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n .  Auburn U n i v e r s i t y ,  1980) 

a l s o  p r e s e n t s  Alabama P o p u l i s t s  a s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e i r  democ

r a t i c  o p p o n e n t s  i n  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  toward  governm ent  power.

While  Hackney d e a l s  q u i t e  s u p e r f i c i a l l y  w i t h  t h e  r a c e  

q u e s t i o n  ( i n  t h e  form o f  b l a c k  R e p u b l i c a n  l e a d e r ' s  a t t i t u d e s  

toward  f u s io n )  o t h e r  s c h o l a r s  have a d d r e s s e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  

more d i r e c t l y .  J a c k  Abramowitz ,  "The Negro I n  t h e  P o p u l i s t
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Movement," J o u r n a l  o f  geg r o  H i s t o r y  38 ,  no.  3 [ J u l y ,  1953):  

257-289 found  C. Vann Woodward's c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  P o p u l i s t s  

behaved  w e l l  on t h e  r a c e  q u e s t i o n  c o r r e c t .  &t t h e  o p p o s i t e  

end o f  t h e  s p e c t r u m ,  R o b e r t  S a u n d e r s , " J o u r n a l  o f  Hearo  H is 

t o r y  54 ,  no .  3 ( J u l y ,  1969):  240-261 c o n t e n d s  t h a t  Democrats  

and P o p u l i s t s  were e s s e n t i a l l y  s i m i l a r  i n  t h e i r  r a c i a l  a t t i 

t u d e s  and p o l i t i c a l  t a c t i c s .  G e r a l d  H. G a i t h e r ,  B la c k s  and 

t h e  g o p u l i s t  g e v o l t :  B a l l o t s  and  B i g g t r f  i n  t h e  «Hew S ou th"

[ U n i v e r s i t y :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Alabama P r e s s ,  1977) h o l d s  t h e s e

e a r l i e r  a s s e s s m e n t s  t o  be  s i m p l i s t i c .  G a i t h e r  found a mean

i n g f u l  b i r a c i a l  P o p u l i s t  c o a l i t i o n  b a se d  upon s e l f - i n t e r e s t ,  

which d e g e n e r a t e d  i n t o  i n t e r r a c i a l  d i s c o r d  a s  w h i te  Popu

l i s t s  r e a l i z e d  th e y  would n o t  r e c e i v e  t h e  b u lk  o f  b l a c k  

v o t e s .

J .  Morgan K o u ss e r ,  The Shapi n g  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  P o l i t i c s : 

S u f f r a g e  B S S t r i c t i o n  and t h e  g s t g W i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  O n e ^ P a r t f  

S o u t h ,  1880-1910 (New Haven: Y a le  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1974)

u s e s  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  s t a t i s t i c a l  t e c h n i q u e s  t o  show d i s f r a n 

c h i s e m e n t  was a c o n s e r v a t i v e  p l o t  d e s ig n e d  t o  s u p p r e s s  w h i te  

p o l i t i c a l  d i s s e n t  r a t h e r  t h a n  s i m p l y  to  e l i m i n a t e  b l a c k s  

from t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m .  Worth R o b e r t  M i l l e r ,  " B u i l d i n g  a 

P r o g r e s s i v e  C o a l i t i o n  i n  T exas :  The P o p u l i s t - E e f o r m  Democrat  

Rapprochem ent ,  1 9 0 0 -1 9 0 7 ,"  J o u r n a l  g f  S o u t h e r n  H i s t o r y  

[ f o r th c o m in g )  shows p r o g r e s s i v e s  l e d  d i s f r a n c h i s e m e n t ,  which 

was aimed e x c l u s i v e l y  a t  b l a c k s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  f a s t e n  P o p u l i s t  

e l e m e n t s  t o  t h e i r  wing o f  t h e  D em ocra t ic  p a r t y  i n  Texas .



402

P e t e r  H- A r g e r s i n g e r ,  •'•A P l a c e  on t h e  B a l l o t , '  F u s io n  P o l i 

t i c s  and A n t i f u s i o n  Laws,"  Amer i c a n His t o r i c a l  Review 85, 

no .  2 ( A p r i l ,  1980); 287-306 p r e s e n t s  t h e  c a s e  f o r  l e g a l  r e s 

t r i c t i o n s  h e l p i n g  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  i n  t h e  R e s t .

With t h e  c u l t u r a l  awakening o f  m i n o r i t y  g ro u p s  ( b l a c k s ,  

h i s p a n i c s  and n a t i v e  A m er icans ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e )  i n  t h e  1960s 

and 1970s,  i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  ap 

p ro ach  t o  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  American h i s t o r y  produced  

an e t h n o - c u l t u r a l  s c h o o l  o f  t h o u g h t .  P a u l  K le p p n e r ,  The 

Ç çssg  o f  Ç n l tm re :  & S o c i a l  A n a l lS ig  o f  f i i d w e s te r n  P o l i t i c s ,

1850-1900 (New York: The F r e e  P r e s s ,  1970) and R ic h a rd  J e n 

s e n ,  The g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  Midwest :  S o c i a l  and P o l i t i c a l  Con-

£ l l o t ,  1888-1896 (C hicago:  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h icago  P r e s s ,

1971) c o n ten d e d  t h a t  c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  r e l i g i o n  

and e t h n i c i t y ,  were a t  l e a s t  a s  i m p o r t a n t  i n  e x p l a i n i n g  p a r 

t i s a n  c h o i c e  a s  economic  f a c t o r s .  In  p l a c e  o f  a s t r a g g l e  

between t h e  "p e o p le "  and t h e  " i n t e r e s t s , " e t h n o - c u l t u r a l i s t s  

p o s i t e d  a sys tem  of  p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n  based  upon " p i e 

t i s t "  and " l i t u r g i s t "  r e l i g i o u s  c a t e g o r i e s .  As p e o p le  rare*» 

l y  change  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  o u t l o o k ,  t h e  e t h n o - c u l t u r a l  i n 

t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  more i n  harmony w i th  t h e  p r e c e p t s  o f  

c o n s e n s u s  h i s t o r y .  Both downplay th e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  economic 

c o n f l i c t  and d r a m a t i c  t u r n i n g  p o i n t s  i n  American h i s t o r y .  

Jo an n e  E l i z a b e t h  W hee le r ,  "The O r i g i n s  o f  Popu l i sm  i n  t h e  

P o l i t i c a l  S t r u c t u r e  of a Midweste rn  S t a t e :  P a r t i s a n  P r e f e r 

ence  i n  I l l i n o i s ,  1 8 7 6 -1892 ,"  (Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n .  S t a t e



403

D n i v e r s i t y  o f  New York a t  B u f f a l o ,  1976) c o n t e n d s  t h a t  t h e  

P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  p ro v id e d  an a l t e r n a t i v e  f o r  t h o s e  e v a n g e l i 

c a l s  d i s e a c h a n t e d  w i th  t h e  GOP, b u t  who c o u ld  n o t  stomach 

D em ocra t ic  p a r t y .

James Edward B r i g h t ,  The P o l i t i c s  o f  Pop u l i s m ; D i s s e n t  i n  

C o lo rad o  [New Haven: Yale  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s , 1974) and P e t e r

H. A r g e r s i n g e r ,  P o £ a l i s a  and  g g l i t i c s ;  B i l l i am & l f r e d  P e f f e r  

a n d t h e  Pe o p l e ’ s  P a r t y  ( L e x in g t o n :  D n i v e r s i t y  o f  Kentucky

P r e s s ,  1974) b o t h  use  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  t e c h n i q u e s .  B r i g h t  and 

A r g e r s i n g e r ,  how ever ,  e a c h  u se  n a r r a t i v e  a p p r o a c h e s ,  with  

s t r u c t u r a l  a n a l y s i s  a s  s u p p l e m e n t s ,  and h i g h l y  q u a l i f y  t h e  

f o r c e  o f  t h e  e t h n o - c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r s  f o r  t h e  P o p u l i s t  e r a .  

B r i g h t  f i n d s  b o t h  e t h n i c  and economic  c o n f l i c t  i n  l a t e  n i n e 

t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  C o lo ra d o ,  I t  i s  economic  c o n d i t i o n s  endemic  

to  t h e  s t a t e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  p rob lem s  o f  s i l v e r  m in e r s  and 

i r r i g a t i o n  f a r m e r s .  B r i g h t  c o n t e n d s ,  which t r a n s f o r m e d  t h e  

c o n s e n s u s  p o l i t i c s  o f  t h e  1880s i n t o  t h e  e s s e n t i a l l y  econom

i c  c o n f l i c t  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  p e r i o d .

The c o n c l u s i o n s  o f  h i s t o r i a n s  o f  t h e  P e o p l e ’ s  p a r t y  i n  

o t h e r  mounta in  s t a t e s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  

B r i g h t .  B i l l i a m  J o s e p h  Gaboury ,  " D i s s e n s i o n  i n  t h e  R o ck ie s :  

A H i s t o r y  o f  Id a h o  P o p u l i s m , "  (Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n iv e r 

s i t y  o f  Id a h o ,  1966) shows u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d  f a r m e r s  and work

e r s  made up t h e  bu lk  o f  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  e f f o r t .  Thomas A. 

C l i n c h ,  Urban Popu l i sm  and F r e e  S i 1 yep i n  Montana (Helena: 

D n i v e r s i t y  o f  Montana P r e s s ,  1970) c o n t e n d s  t h a t  t h e  t h i r d
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p a r t y  movement i n  Montana was a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  a  l a b o r  

movement. R o b e r t  W. L a r s o n ,  Hew Mexico P o p u l i sm  (B o u ld e r ;  

C o lo rad o  A s s o c i a t e d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1974) p r e s e n t s  t h e  t h e  

P e o p l e ’ s  p a r t y  a s  a p r a g m a t i c ,  m u l t i - i s s u e  mo vement o r i g i 

n a t i n g  i n  c o n f l i c t s  e s s e n t i a l l y  i n d i g e n o u s  t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r y .  

Each o f  t h e s e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  i n  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  p ro 

g r e s s i v e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  American P o p u l i s m .

I n  a s e n s e ,  A r g e r s i n g e r * s  e f f o r t  i s  more a m b i t i o u s  t h a n  

W r i g h t ’ s .  He a n a l y z e s  t h e  c a r e e r  o f  W i l l i am  A. P e f f e r  w i th 

i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  bo th  h i s  Kansas  c o n s t i t u e n c y  and t h e  l a r 

g e r  f ramework o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  movement.  Through s t a t i s t i c a l  

a n a l y s i s ,  A r g e r s i n g e r  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  Po p u l i sm  was a p o l i t i 

c a l  movement which grew from r e a l  economic  g r i e v a n c e s .  He 

f i n d s  t h e  e n e r g e t i c  r e f o r m  movement o f  t h e  e a r l y  1890s ,  how

e v e r ,  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  an  i n e f f e c t i v e  a d j u n c t  o f  t h e  Democ

r a t i c  p a r t y  i n  t h e  m i d - 1 8 9 0 s ,  a s  e x - B e p u b l i c a n s  d ro p  o u t  and 

ex -D em o cra t s  j o i n ,  A r g e r s i n g e r  i s  more s t r i d e n t  i n  r e j e c t 

i n g  t h e  e t h n o - c u l t u r a l  a s s u m p t i o n s  o f  K l e p p n e r ,  e t .  a l .  His  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  e x - R e p u b l i c a n s  a s  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d e r s  

and  e x -D em o cra t s  a s  f u s i o n i s t s ,  how ever ,  makes t h e  movement 

seem r a t h e r  t r a n s i e n t ,  which i s  a t  o d d s  w i th  h i s  p o r t r a y a l  

o f  P o p u l i sm  a s  a p r o m i s i n g  c a u s e  which was b e t r a y e d .

R o b e r t  W. C h ern y ,  P o p u l i s m ,  Pr o g r e s s i v i s m  and t h e  T r a n s 

f o r m a t i o n  o f  N eb rask a P o l i t i c s ,  1885- 1 9 1 2  ( L i n c o l n :  U n iv e r 

s i t y  o f  Nebraska  P r e s s ,  1981) i s  a l a t e r  s t u d y  i n  t h e  t r a d i 

t i o n  o f  A r g e r s i n g e r  and W r ig h t .  Cherny  found  c u l t u r a l
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p o l i t i c s  most i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  p r e - P o p u l i s t  e r a ,  when p o l i 

t i c a l  a m a t e u r s  dom ina ted  and h ig h  t u r n o v e r  i n  o f f i c e  o c c u r 

r e d .  Cherny c o n te n d s  p a r t i s a n  c h o i c e  t u r n e d  upon economic 

themes  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  1890s.  During  t h e  P o p u l i s t  

e r a  t h e  GDP became t h e  p a r t y  o f  p r o s p e r i t y ,  w h i l e  t h e  Peo

p l e ' s  p a r t y  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  un d e rd o g ,  and Democrats  drew 

p r i m a r i l y  from p r o s p e r o u s  a n t i p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s .  Cherny f i n d s  

Popul i sm c u t t i n g  a c r o s s  e t h n i c  and c u l t u r a l  l i n e s  i n  th e  

heyday o f  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  movement.  V o t ing  p a t t e r n s ,  howev

e r ,  s lo w ly  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  t h e  1880s a s  t h e  Popu

l i s t  t h r u s t  a b a t e d .

David S .  T r a s k ,  "The Nebraska  P o p u l i s t  P a r t y :  & S o c i a l

and P o l i t i c a l  A n a l y s i s , "  (Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

N eb rask a ,  1971) a l s o  shows how P o p u l i s t s *  economic  c o n c e r n s  

u n d e r c u t  t h e  e t h n o - c u l t u r a l  b a s i s  t o  p re -1 8 9 0  Nebraska  p o l i 

t i c s .  T r a s k  n o t e s  t h a t  Popu l i sm  was s t r o n g e s t  among t h o s e  

n o t  s o c i a l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  and p a r t i c u 

l a r l y  among c o r n - h o g  f a r m e r s  who had r e c e n t l y  moved i n t o  a r 

e a s  t o o  d r y  f o r  t h i s  form o f  a g r i c u l t u r e .  David S. T r a s k ,  

"N ebraska  Popuism as  a Response  t o  E n v i ro n m e n ta l  and P o l i t i 

c a l  P r o b le m s , "  i n  B r ia n  ».  B l o u e t  and F r e d e r i c k  C. Luehke 

( e d s . ) , The g r e a t  P l a i n s :  Env i ronm en t  and C n l t u £ e  (L in c o l n :

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  n e b r a s k a  P r e s s ,  1979) c a r r i e s  fo r w a rd  t h e  t h e 

s i s  o f  P o p u l i s t s  e n g a g in g  i n  an u n p r o f i t a b l e  fo rm o f  a g r i 

c u l t u r e  and a s t u t e l y  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  were two s i m u l t a n e o u s  

c a t a l y s t s  which p roduced  P o p u l i sm ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o n v u l s i o n s
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and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e ’ s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  f a rm 

e r ’ s  p rob lem s .

While t h e  new s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  has  c au se d  h i s t o r i a n s  con

c e r n e d  w i t h  P o p u l i sm  t o  b ro a d e n  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  t o o l s  {and 

f r e q u e n t l y  t o  narrow t h e  g e o g r a p h i c  scope  o f  t h e i r  s t u d i e s )  

economic  c o n f l i c t  ha s  re m a in ed  t h e  p r im ary  theme i n  t h e  s t u 

dy o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  movement. J e f f r e y  C. W i l l i a m s ,  ’’Econom

i c s  and P o l i t i c s :  V o t ing  B eh a v io r  i n  Kansas d u r i n g  t h e  Popu

l i s t  D e ca d e ,"  E x p l o r a t i o n s  i n  Economic l i s t o r y  18,  n o .  3 

(1981) :  2 3 3 -5 6 ,  how ever ,  u s e s  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  s t a t i s t i c a l

t e c h n i q u e s  t o  show t h a t  b o th  economic  and  r e l i g i o u s - c u l t u r a l  

f a c t o r s  a f f e c t e d  p a r t i s a n  c h o i c e  i n  K asnsas  i n  t h e  1890s.  

The e t h n o - c u l t u r a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  

p o l i t i c s ,  o t h e r w i s e  has  p roven  t o  be l a r g e l y  i n a d e q u a t e  i n  

e x p l a i n i n g  why t h e  P o p u l i s t  r e v o l t  o c c u r r e d .

One problem w i t h  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  t e c h n i q u e s  i s  t h e  e c o l o 

g i c a l  f a l l a c y .  E x p l a in e d  s i m p l y ,  t h i s  i s  u s i n g  one  l e v e l  o f  

d a t a  t o  say  s o m e th in g  a b o u t  a n o t h e r .  An example would be t o  

assume t h a t  a g g r e g a t e  c o u n ty  l e v e l  d i s c o v e r i e s  can be ap

p l i e d  with  a s s u r a n c e  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s .  A s t r o n g  c o r r e l a t i o n  

be tween  r u r a l  p o v e r t y  and P o p u l i sm ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  do es  n o t  

n e c e s s a r i l y  mean t h a t  a l l  po o r  f a r m e r s  were P o p u l i s t s  o r  

t h a t  a l l  P o p u l i s t s  were po o r  f a r m e r s .  S t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  

o f  a g g r e g a t e s  o n ly  r e v e a l s  t e n d e n c i e s .  One s t a t i s t i c a l  s t u 

dy on P o p u l i sm ,  however ,  d o e s  b r i d g e  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  f a l l a c y  

t o  d e a l  w i th  i n d i v i d u a l  P o p u l i s t  s u p p o r t e r s .  John David
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D ib b e rn ,  ’’G rass  Hoots  P o p u l i sm ,  P o l i t i c s  and S o c i a l  S t r u c 

t u r e  i n  a F r o n t i e r  Community," {Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  S t a n 

f o r d  D n i v e r s i t y ,  1980) p r e s e n t s  d a t a  on i n d i v i d u a l s  whose 

names were g lean ed  from t h e  membership  r o l l s  o f  t h e  M a r s h a l l  

C ounty ,  South  D ako ta ,  F a r m e r ' s  A l l i a n c e .  In  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  

t r a d i t i o n  D ibbern  found d e b t  t o  be t h e  g r e a t e s t  f a c t o r  m o t i 

v a t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  d i s s e n t  among A l l i a n c e  f a r m e r s .  Such men 

were g e n e r a l l y  m a r r i e d ,  had a  f a m i ly  and were more r e c e n t l y  

s e t t l e d  upon t h e  l a n d  t h a n  t h e i r  n o n - A l l i a n c e  c o u n t e r p a r t s .  

They were f a m i l y - o r i e n t e d  com m erc ia l  f a r m e r s  who had gone 

i n t o  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e b t  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  f a r m s .  B a t h e r  t h a n  

p o v e r t y  s t r i c k e n ,  Dibbern  found  A l l iancem en  upw ard ly  m o b i le ,  

b u t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  economic r e v e r s e s .  He adds  

t h e  c a v e a t  t h a t  A l l i a n c em e n  n o t  o n ly  were n o t  n a t i v i s t i c ,  

b u t  t h a t  t h e  A l l i a n c e  s e r v e d  t o  b r i n g  n a t i v e  and im m ig ran t  

f a r m e r s  t o g e t h e r .

At a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h e  same t im e  a s  t h e  new s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  

emerged , a n o t h e r  g roup  o f  h i s t o r i a n s ,  whose p e r c e p t i o n s  were 

drawn l a r g e l y  from th e  c i v i l  r i g h t s ,  war on p o v e r t y  and 

a n t i - V i e t n a m  War movements o f  t h e  1960s emerged i n  r e s p o n s e  

t o  t h e  i n t r i n s i c a l l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  message o f  t h e  c o n s e n s u s  

h i s t o r i a n s .  Consensus  h i s t o r y ,  th e y  c l a i m e d ,  t e n d e d  p l a c e  

t h e  p a s t  a t  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  a c o m p lacen t  and e l i t i s t  d e f i n i 

t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y  which i n  t u r n  a f f i r m e d  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  

c on tem pora ry  sy s te m .  A cco rd ing  t o  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  of th e  

c o n se n s u s  s c h o o l ,  r a d i c a l i s m  was un-Am erican .  New l e f t  h i s 
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t o r i a n s ,  a s  t h e  younger  g roup  were  c a l l e d ,  t o o k  up t h e  c h a l 

l e n g e  o f  d i s c o v e r i n g  a t r u l y  r a d i c a l  American p a s t  which 

would l e g i t i m i z e  t h e  c o m p l a i n t s  t h e y  had  a b o u t  how America 

u t i l i z e d  h e r  t r e m e n d o u s  r e s o u r c e s .  I n  e s s e n c e ,  t h e y  n e i t h e r  

a c c e p t e d  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  American i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  p r o 

c e s s  n o r  t h e  p r e m i s e s  o f  t h e  l i b e r a l  s t a t e ,  and s o u g h t  t o  

c r i t i c i z e  t h e  c o n te m p o ra r y  sy s tem  th r o u g h  c o m p ar i so n  with  

p a s t  a r r a n g e m e n t s  i n  American s o c i e t y .

Norman P o l l a c k ,  The P o p u l i s t  Hesponse  t o  I n d us t r i a l  Amer- 

i c a :  Hidwe s t e r a  P o p u l i s t  Thought  [New York; N o r to n ,  1962) 

was an e a r l y  e f f o r t  i n  t h e  new l e f t  v e i n .  M ichae l  Bogin ,  

MsGmrthy and t h e  I n t e l l e c t u a l s :  The R a s c a l  S p e c t e r  (Cam

b r i d g e ;  H. I .  T.  P r e s s ,  1967) examined t h e  s o c i a l  r o o t s  of  

McCarthyism, which some c o n s e n s u s  h i s t o r i a n s  c o n te n d e d  were 

p o p u l i s t i c ,  and found  them t o  be  c o n s e r v a t i v e  and e l i t i s t .  

The P e o p l e ’ s  p a r t y  Bogin  c o n te n d e d ,  was a f o r w a r d - l o o k i n g ,  

a n t i - c a p i t a l i s t  ( b u t  n o t  a n t i - i n d u s t r i a l )  mass-movement,  e s 

s e n t i a l l y  an American  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  Marxism.

I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  h i s t o r i a n ’ s  c o n t e n t i o n  

t h a t  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  d e s i g n s  and r i g o r o u s l y  t e s t e d  h y p o t h e s e s  

t r a n s c e n d e d  t h e  s u b j e c t i v e  and n o r m a t i v e  l i m i t a t i o n s  of  hu

manism t o  p r e s e n t  an u n b i a s e d  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  r a d i c a l  h i s t o r i 

ans  o f  t h e  1970s c o n te n d e d  t h a t  n u m e r ic  a n a l y s i s  m ig h t  be 

h e l p f u l  f o r  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  b u t  n o t  f o r  e x p l a i n i n g  why h i s t o r i c  

phenomena o c c u r r e d .  They lo o k e d  t o  p o p u l a r  m e n t a l i t i e s ,  

f o l k  r i t u a l s  and c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  f o r  e x p l a n a t i o n s  of
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p a s t  b e h a v i o r ,  and deny t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  p re s u m p t io n  t h a t  

t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  d i f f e r i n g  g ro u p s  and i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  b a sed  

upon e q u i v a l e n t  a s s u m p t i o n s ,  and t h u s  can  be n u m e r i c a l l y  

compared .

Both  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  and r a d i c a l - n e w  l e f t  h i s t o r i a n s  con

ten d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  w r i t i n g  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y ,  o r  h i s t o r y  " f rom 

t h e  bottom u p . "  S o c i a l  s c i e n c e  h i s t o r y  d o e s ,  however ,  u se  

t h e  norms o f  c o n te m p o ra r y  s o c i e t y  and i s  more a t  home with  

t h e  m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  o r  s t a g e s  o f  g r o w th ,  s c h o o l  o f  t h o u g h t  

which g l o r i f i e s  w e s t e r n  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e lo p m e n t .  John  Madden 

L a n g s to n ,  "The Kansas  Economy i n  H i s t o r i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  

1 8 6 0 -1 9 0 0 ,"  (Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  Kansas  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  

1968) p r o v i d e s  an e x p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  theme f o r  

t h i s  P o p u l i s t  s t a t e .  L o u i s e  E l a i n e  R i c k a r d ,  "The Im p a c t  o f  

Popu l ism  on E l e c t i o n  P a t t e r n s  i n  K an sas ,  1 8 8 0 -1 9 0 0 ,"  (Ph. D. 

d i s s e r t a t i o n .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K a n sa s ,  1974) l i k e w i s e  p r e s e n t s  

Popu l i sm  a s  a r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  k in d  o f  economic  change  i m p l i 

c i t  i n  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  t h e o r y .  R a d i c a l s  c o n ten d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  

too  d e t e r m i n i s t i c  and s h o r t - c i r c u i t s  i n d i v i d u a l  t h o u g h t  p r o 

c e s s e s .  They p r o t e s t e d  t h a t  i t  r e l e g a t e d  l o s e r s  i n  con

f l i c t s  t o  h i s t o r i c a l  o b l i v i o n .  S te p h e n  Hahn, The R o o ts  o f  

s o u t h e r n  P o p u l i sm :  Yeoman f a r m e r s  and  t h e  T r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f

t h e G e o r g i a  O p c o u n t r v .  1850-1890 (New York: Oxford  U n i v e r s i 

t y  P r e s s ,  1983) p r e s e n t s  Popu l i sm  a s  a  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  t r a n s 

f o r m a t i o n  from s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  yeoman f a rm in g  t o  co m m erc ia l  

a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  two G e o rg ia  c o u n t i e s .  H is  c o n c l u s i o n s ,  how
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e v e r ,  have  more o f  a p r o g r e s s i v e  h i s t o r i a n  theme, wi th  Popu

l i s t s  r e b e l l i n g  a g a i n s t  economic  i n e q u i t i e s  and l o c a l  p o l i 

t i c a l  and economic  e l i t e s  i n  an a t t e m p t  t o  r e s i s t  p r o l e t a r i 

a n i z a t i o n .

To u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  meaning o f  c o n te m p o ra r y  s o c i e t y ,  ' t h e  

new l e f t  c o n t e n d s ,  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  phenome

na must be c o n s i d e r e d  i n  i t s  e n t i r i t y .  R o b er t  McHath, Popu

l i s t  Vanguard : A H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Sou th§£n  g â£ l& £ l§  A l l i â S c e

(Chapel H i l l ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N or th  C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1975) u ses  

s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  c o n c e p t s  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and s o c i a l  movements 

(as  opposed  to  n u m er ic  a n a l y s i s )  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  dynamics  

i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p r o t o - P o p u l i s t s  S o u t h e r n  F a r m e r ' s  A l l i a n c e .  

The A l l i a n c e ,  McMath c o n t e n d s ,  grew b e s t  i n  u n s e t t l e d  f r o n 

t i e r - l i k e  c o n d i t i o n s  which e n c o u r a g e d  new fo rm s  o f  s o c i a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The A l l i a n c e ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  s o c i a l i z e  i t s  ad h e 

r e n t s  made i t  a n a l o g o u s  t o  a c h u r c h ,  p r o v i d i n g  e x p l a n a t i o n s  

f o r  a c t i o n s  and d i r e c t i o n  t o  p e o p le  e x p e r i e n c i n g  t h e  t e n 

s i o n s  o f  s o c i a l  and economic  i n s t a b i l i t y .  T h i s  h e l p s  t o  ex

p l a i n  t h e  deve lo p m en t  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t ' s  c o l l e c t i v e  m e n t a l i t y  

and t h e  a e a r - r e l i g i o u s  f e r v o r  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  p r o d u c e d .  

P e t e r  Hays A r g e r s i n g e r ,  " P e n t e c o s t a l  P o l i t i c s  i n  Kansas :  Re

l i g i o n ,  t h e  F a r m e r ' s  A l l i a n c e  and t h e  Gospel o f  P o p u l i s m ,"  

Kansas  Quar t e r l y  1, no .  4 ( F a l l ,  1 9 6 9 ) :  24-39  p r o v i d e s  an

e a r l i e r  e x p o s i t i o n  upon t h e  c h u r c h - A l l a i n c e  t h e s i s .  A l t 

hough A r g e r s i n g e r  u s e s  g u a l t i f i c a t i o n  i n  Pop u l i s m  and P o l i 

t i c s :  N i l l i a m  A l f r e d  P e f f e r  and t h e  P e o p l e l s  P a r t y ,  ( a s  do
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many o t h e r  n o n - s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  h i s t o r i a n s )  h i s  v o c i f e r o u s  de

f e n s e  o f  P e f f e r  and h i s  i d e a s  p l a c e  him i n  t h e  new l e f t - r a d 

i c a l  s c h o o l  o f  t h o u g h t .

James  Y oungsda le ,  Popul i s m; A p s v c h o h i s t o r i c a 1 P e r s p e c 

t i v e  (P o r t  Wash ing ton ,  New York: K enn ika t  P r e s s ,  1975) con

t e n d s  Populi sm formed a round  m a r g in a l  g ro u p s  when l a r g e  s c a 

l e  i n d u s t r y  t h r e a t e n e d  p e t t y  c a p i t a l i s m .  He u s e s  A d l e r i a n  

psychology  t o  r e s e c u e  t h e  P o p u l i s t s  from H o f s t a d t e r ' s  F r e u -  

d ia n i s m .  Y oungsda le*s  d e f i n i n g  Popu l i sm  i n  t e r m s  which i n -  

e l u d e  n o n - P e o p l e ' s  p a r t y  e l e m e n t s ,  s u ch  a s  R o b e r t  La F o l 

l e t t e  and t h e  Minnesota  Fa rm er-L abor  p a r t y ,  however ,  i s  of  

q u e s t i o n a b l e  v a l u e .  While he he  does  n o t  f a l l  i n t o  H o f s t a d -  

t e r ' s  m i s t a k e  o f  lumping a l l  f r e e  s i l v e r i t e s  w i th  P o p u l i sm ,  

he does  o v e r s t a t e  t h e  c a s e  f o r  Bryanism b e in g  t h e  a n t i t h e s i s  

o f  Popu l i sm .

The most a m b i t i o u s  p r o d u c t  o f  new l e f t  s c h o l a r s h i p  on Po

p u l i sm  i s  Lawrence Goodwyn, Democ r a t i c  Pr o m i s e ; The P o p u l i s t  

Moment in  America (New York; Oxford  O n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,

1976) ,  which i s  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  i n  a b r i d g e d  form a s  The Popu

l i s t  Moment: A S h o r t  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  A g r a r i a n  Movement i p  Am- 

e r i c a  (New York: Oxford U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1978) .  The s t r o n g  

c o n n e c t i o n  between t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  h i s t o r i a n s  and t h e  new 

l e f t  can  be  found in  Goodwyn*s t r i b u t e  t o  C. Vann Woodward 

i n  t h e  acknowledgement t o  t h e  l a t t e r  e d i t i o n .  Goodwyn po

s i t s  t h e  emergence  o f  a mass based  "movement c u l t u r e "  o u t  o f  

t h e  economic s e t b a c k s  o f  t h e  A l l i a n c e ' s  e x p e r i m e n t s  i n  coop
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e r a t i v e  bay ing  and s e l l i n g .  The f a i l u r e  o f  economic c o o p e r 

a t i o n  d ro v e  A l l ia n c em e n  i n t o  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  t o  o b t a i n  go

vernment c o o p e r a t i v e s  w i th  t h e  A l l i a n c e ' s  s u b t r e a s u r y  p l a n ,  

he c o n t e n d s .  A ccord ing  t o  Goodwyn, t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  v a l u e  o f  

t h e  c o o p e r a t i v e  e f f o r t  made t h e  P o p u l i s t  r e v o l t  more than  

s im p le  i n t e r e s t  g roup  p o l i t i c s .  Accord ing  t o  Goodwyn t h e  

s u b t r e a s u r y  a g i t a t i o n  a l s o  i m p l i e d  g re e n b a c k i s m ,  p a r t i c i p a r -  

t o r y  democracy and r e p l a c i n g  c a p i t a l i s m  w i th  t h e  c o o p e r a t i v e  

commonwealth. Goodwyn c o n t e n d s  t h a t  t h e  c o l l a t e r a l ,  b u t  e s 

s e n t i a l l y  a l i e n  and c o n s e r v a t i v e  "shadow movement" o f  t h e  

f r e e  s i l v e r i t e s  s u b v e r t e d  t h e  p r o m i s in g  r a d i c a l  t h r u s t  o f  

P o p u l i sm ,  d e r a i l i n g  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  from r e s t r u c t u r i n g  Amer

i c a n  s o c i e t y  a l o n g  more h u m a n i t a r i a n  l i n e s .  Goodwyn draws a 

s t r o n g  d i s t i n c t i o n  be tween m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d e r s ,  who he 

c o n t e n d s  were s o c i a l i z e d  i n t o  t h e  g r e e n b a c k - c o o p e r a t i v e - s u b -  

t r e a s u r y  i d e o l o g y ,  and f u s i o n i s t s ,  who he a s s o c i a t e s  wi th  

t h e  "shadow movement," He appends  c o n s p i r a t o r i a l  m o t iv e s  t o  

f u s i o n i s t s  t o  t h e  d e g r e e  t h a t  h i s  work i s  b e s t  viewed a s  a 

modern day e x p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  Texas  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d  p o s i 

t i o n  of  1896,  Goodwyn's  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  

a b o u t  t h e  l o s t  p ro m ise  o f  P o p u l i sm  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  hegemony 

o f  t h e  e l i t i s t  p r o g r e s s i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e  i s  p e r c e p t i v e  and va

l u a b l e .

S t a n l e y  B. P a r s o n s  ( e t .  a l . ) ,  "The Role o f  C o o p e r a t i v e s  

i n  t h e  Development o f  t h e  Movement C u l t u r e  o f  P o p u l i sm ,"  

J o ü E a â l  ai American H i s t o r y  6 9 , n o .  4 (March, 1983) r a i s e s
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s i g n i f i c a n t  d o u b t s  ab o u t  a  movement c u l t u r e  em erg ing  from 

t h e  economic s e t b a c k s  o f  t h e  A l l i a n c e ' s  c o o p e r a t i v e  e x p e r i 

ments  r e s u l t i n g  i n  P o p u l i sm  a s  Goodwyn a s s e r t s .  They show 

t h a t  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  c o o p e r a t i v e s  and t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  Peo

p l e ' s  p a r t y  c o r r e l a t e d  o n l y  i n  T e x a s .  In  a  p a r t i n g  s h o t .  

P a r s o n s  ( e t .  a l . )  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  P o p u l i s t s  d i d  no t  need  a 

"movement c u l t u r e "  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  i n h e r i t 

ed t r a d i t i o n s  o f  g r e e n b a c k ,  a n t im o n o p o ly  and l a b o r  movements 

o f  p r e v i o u s  d e c a d e s  t o  m o b i l i z e  them. Gaye K e l l e r  B la n d ,  

"P opu l i sm  i n  K en tucky ,  1 8 8 7 -1 8 9 6 , "  (Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n .  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K en tucky ,  1979) shows t h e  A l l i a n c e  o r i g i n s  t o  

Popul ism i n  K en tucky ,  b u t  c a s t s  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y  movement 

more i n  t h e  mold o f  p r o g r e s s i v e  h i s t o r y .

K a re l  D. B i c h a ,  g e s t e r n  gopal^ism: S t u d i e s  i n  an Ambiva

l e n t  C o n s e r v a t i s m  (Lawrence ,  K ansas :  Coronado P r e s s ,  1976)

ap p ea re d  t h e  same y e a r  a s  Goodwyn's Demo c r a t i c  P r o m i s e , b u t

r e c e i v e d  a d e c i d e d l y  l e s s  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a u d i e n c e .  B icha  a t -
/

t e m p ts  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  e v i d e n c e  f o r  t h e  h i g h l y  n e g a t i v e  view 

o f  Popu l i sm  which H o f s t a d t e r  n e g l e c t e d  i n  h i s  p o o r ly  r e 

s e a r c h e d  Age o f  R e f orm. H is  c o n s t a n t  c o n f u s i o n  o f  g o a l s  

w i th  t o o l s ,  h a t c h e t - j o b  b i o g r a p h i e s  o f  l e a d e r s  he a d m i t s  a r e  

" u n t y p i c a l "  and i l l o g i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and 

l e g i s l a t i v e  dynam ics  b e t r a y  a v i r u l e n t  animus toward  t h e  

movement which o b s c u r e s  t h e  few v a l u a b l e  p e r c e p t i o n s  t o  be 

found i n  h i s  work.  With t h e s e ,  h o w ev er ,  t h e  a u t h o r  u s u a l l y  

o v e r p l a y s  h i s  hand ,  com par ing  t h e  t h i r d  p a r t y ' s  o b s e s s i o n
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with  k e e p in g  government  e x p e n s e s  low t o  u s i n g  a  a e a t - a x e ,  

f o r  i n s t a n c e .  More i m p o r t a n t l y ,  Bicha f a i l s  t o  e x p l a i n  why 

P o p u l i s t s  had su ch  o r i e n t a t i o n s .  The e x t re m e  l e n g t h s  he 

goes  t o  m i s i n t e r p r e t  t h e  e v i d e n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  P o p u l i s t s  

l e a v e s  H o f s t a d t e r * s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  th e  a g r a r i a n s  s h o r t c o m in g s  

t h e  s u p e r i o r  p r o d u c t .  Gene C l a n t o n ,  " ’ Hayseed S o c ia l i s m *  on 

t h e  H i l l :  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  P o p u l i sm ,  1 8 9 1 -1 8 9 5 ,"  W este rn  H is 

t o r i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y 15,  no- 2 ( A p r i l ,  1984) ;  139-62 p r o v i d e s  a 

u s e f u l  a n t i d o t e  t o  B i c h a ' s  a s s e r t i o n s  a b o u t  P o p u l i s t  c o n s e r 

v a t i s m  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c o n g r e s s .

One theme which a p p e a re d  i n  H o f s t a d t e r * s  Age o f  Reform 

h a s  r e s u r f a c e d  w i th  a new v i g o r  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  a l t h o u g h  

p e r h a p s  w i t h o u t  t h e  same i m p l i c a t i o n s .  H o f s t a d t e r  e x p l a i n e d  

Popul i sm i n  t e r m s  o f  a commitment t o  an  a r c h a i c  " A g r a r i a n  

Myth ,"  r o o t e d  i n  J e f f e r s o n i a n  t h o u g h t .  A l though  H o f s t a d 

t e r '  s  u se  o f  a g r a r i a n i s m  had n e g a t i v e  c o n n o t a t i o n s ,  e a r l i e r  

t r e a t m e n t s  p o r t r a y e d  t h e  P o p u l i s t  d e b t  t o  J e f f e r s o n i a n  i d e a s  

i n  a much more f a v o r a b l e  l i g h t .  Examples can  be found  i n  

C h a r l e s  M, H i l t s e ,  The J e f f e r s o n i an Tr a d i t i o n i n  American 

Demo c r a c y  (Sew York , H i l l  and Wang, 1 9 3 5 ) ,  C h e s t e r  McArthur 

D e s t l e r ,  Am e r i c a n Ra d i c a l i sm ,  186 5 - 1 901 (New London: Connec- 

t i c u t t  C o l l e g e  P r e s s ,  1946) and R o b er t  McCloskey, Americ an 

S S B se rv a t i sm  i n  t h e  Age o f  E n t e r p r i s e ,  ISSS^igiO (New York: 

H a rp e r  and Row, 1951),  P a u l  W. Glad, McKinley Bryan and t h e  

P e o p le  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a  and New York: J .  B. L i p p i n c o t t  C o . ,

1964) u s e s  t h e  " A g r a r i a n  Myth" and t h e  "Myth o f  t h e  S e l f
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Made Nan" t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  c o n s e r v a t i s m  o f  t h e  1896 

p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e s ,  b u t  f i n d s  t h e  P o p u l i s t s  more i n n o 

v a t i v e  and r e a l i s t i c  th a n  t h e i r  o p p o n e n t s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  

commitment t o  t h e  " A g r a r i a n  Myth ."  C h r i s t o p h e r  L a sch ,  The 

Agony o f  Am e r i c a n L e f t  (New York: V i n t a g e ,  1969) s e t s

Populi sm f i r m l y  w i t h i n  t h e  p h y s i o c r a t i c  t r a d i t i o n  and t h e  

democracy o f  J e f f e r s o n ,  J a c k s o n  and L i n c o l n ,  which he con

s i d e r s  b o th  p r o m i s in g  and l i m i t i n g .

B ernard  B a i l y n ,  £he  I d e o l o g i c a l  O r i g i n s  o f  t h e  American 

Revo l u t i o n  {Cambridge: H arvard  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1967) and

Gordon Wood, Tfee C r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  American R e p u b l i c , 

1776- 1 7 8 7 (New York: N o r to n ,  1969) s e r v e d  t o  r e v i v e  and r e 

f o c u s  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  Founding  F a t h e r s  i n  t e rm s  o f  t h e i r  

commitment t o  a common r e p u b l i c a n  i d e o l o g y .  S t u d i e s  p l a c i n g  

Popul ism w i t h i n  t h e  f ramework o f  a n e o - r e p u b l i c a n  i d e o lo g y  

emerged in  t h e  1970s .  Thomas Wayne R i d d l e ,  "The Old R ad i 

c a l i s m  i n  America:  John  R. R ogers  and t h e  P o p u l i s t  Movement 

i n  W ash ing ton ,  1 8 9 1 -1 9 0 0 ,"  {Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  Washington 

S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1976) and Dean S tephen  Rockwood, "The Po

p u l i s t  I d e o l o g y , "  (Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  Miami U n i v e r s i t y ,  

1977) a r e  exam ples -  Gene C l a n t o n ,  " P o p u l i sm ,  P r o g r e s s i v i s m  

and E q u a l i t y :  The Kansas  P a r a d ig m ,"  Ag r i c u l t u r a l  H i s t o r y  51,  

no.  3 {Jane ,  1977) :  559-581 c o n t r a s t s  t h e  n e o - r e p u b l i c a n

e g a l i t a r i a n  p r e m is e s  o f  Popu l i sm  w i th  th e  e l i t i s t  assump

t i o n s  o f  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  p r o g r e s s i v e s .  D em ocra t ic  p a r t y  

p r o g r e s s i v i s m ,  he c o n c l u d e s ,  was a c a s e  o f  c o - o p t e d  Popu-



l i s m .  Doro thy R oss ,  "The L i b e r a l  T r a d i t i o n  R e v i s i t e d  and 

t h e  R epub l ican  T r a d i t i o n  A d d r e s s e d , "  i n  John Higham and Pau l  

K. Conkin ( e d s . ) ,  Hev B i r e ç t i ç m s  i n  AmeEÎGâa I n t e l l e c t u a l  

His t o r y  [ B a l t im o r e :  Jo h n s  Hopkins  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1977)

d i r e c t l y  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  em erg ing  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  a  d u a l i s t i c  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  t r a d i t i o n  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .

Bruce  P a lm e r ,  "Han Ov e r  Honey" ;  J h e  S o u th e r n  P o p u l i s t  

C r i t i q u e  o f  American Ca p i t a l i s m  (Chapel  H i l l :  U n i v e r s i t y  of

North C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1980) p r e s e n t s  t h e  b e s t  e x p o s i t i o n  of  

t h e  P o p u l i s t ' s  commitment t o  humanism, and t h e i r  p r o d u c e r i s t  

o r i e n t a t i o n ,  t o  d a t e .  Pa lm er  c o n t e n d s  P o p u l i s t s  b e l i e v e d  i n  

a s im p le  m arke t  economy which made g o ods  and s e r v i c e s ,  b u t  

n o t  l a b o r ,  l e g i t i m a t e  p r o d u c t s  o f  m a n u fa c tu r e  and t r a d e .  

W ithout b e in g  a b l e  t o  p r o f i t  from t h e  l a b o r  o f  o t h e r s  t h e  

gap between r i c h  and poor  would be m in im a l  and p r o d u c e r s  

would th u s  a v o id  economic  dependency .  In  "The R oo ts  o f  Re

form: S o u th e rn  P o p u l i s t s  and t h e i r  S o u t h e r n  H i s t o r y , "  Bed

l i ï e r  V a l l e y  H i s t o r i c a l  gev iew  4 , n o .  2 ( S p r in g ,  19 7 9 ) ,  P a l 

mer more e x p l i c i t l y  makes t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  be tw een  Popu l i sm  

and t h e  r e p u b l i c a n  t r a d i t i o n .  John L. Thomas, A l t e r n a t i v e  

à m e s i s â :  Henry G eorge ,  Edward Bel lam y,  Henry Bgmares t  Ligyd

and t h e  Adve r s a r y  t r a d i t i o n  (Cambridge : H arvard  U n v e r s i t y

P r e s s ,  198 3) l i k e w i s e  p l a c e s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  economy o f  t h e s e  

w r i t e r s  (Bellamy and Lloyd were P o p u l i s t s )  w i t h i n  t h e  r e p u b 

l i c a n  i d e a l .  Donald C h a r l e s  B u r t ,  " U to p ia  and t h e  A g r a r i a n  

T r a d i t i o n  i n  A m e r ic a , "  (Ph. D. d i s s e r t a t i o n .  U n i v e r s i t y  of
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New Mexico,  1973) and C h r i s t i n e  McHugh, "Edward Bel lamy and 

t h e  P o p u l i s t s :  The A g r a r i a n  Response  t o  U t o p i a , "  [Ph. D.

d i s s e r t a t i o n .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s  a t  C h icago  C i r c l e ,

1977) a l s o  show t h e  s t r o n g  c o n n e c t i o n  be tween Popu l i sm  and 

t h e  u t o p i a n  movement o f  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .

The s t a t e  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on Popu l i sm  i n  t h e  mid-1980s  

seems t o  be moving tow ard  a r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  r e p u b l i c a n  

r o o t s  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  c r i t i q u e  o f  American c a p i t a l i s m .  I f ,  

i n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  were two l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  American 

minds ,  one  l i b e r a l  and t h e  o t h e r  r e p u b l i c a n ,  p r o g r e s s i v e  

h i s t o r i a n s  may n o t  have  been t o o  f a r  o f f  b a s e  i n  s e e i n g  a 

d u a l i s t i c  s o c i e t y .  S o c i a l  s c i e n c e  t e c h n i q u e s  show P o p u l i s t  

s t r e n g t h  came l a r g e l y  from h i n t e r l a n d  a r e a s ,  where t h e  newer 

l i b e r a l  s y n t h e s i s  had n o t  f u l l y  p e n e t r a t e d  and where t h e  

economy was n o t  a s  d e v e lo p e d  a s  i n  more c o s m o p o l i t a n  a r e a s .  

Economic c o n v u l s i o n s ,  i n  t u r n ,  a p p e a r  t o  h av e  been  a s i g n i 

f i c a n t  c a t a l y s t  t o  g i v i n g  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  n e o - r e p u b 

l i c a n  spokesmen a h e a r i n g .  A l though  n e o - r e p u b l i c a n  e g a l i t a 

r i a n s  b a s e d  t h e i r  c r i t i q u e  upon p r e - i n d u s t r i a l  p r e m i s e s ,  t h e  

s o l u t i o n s  they  p r e s e n t e d  were d e s i g n e d  t o  b r i n g  j u s t i c e  and 

humani ty  t o  an i n d u s t r i a l  A m er ica ,  and  n o t  t o  t u r n  t h e  c l o c k  

back t o  some p r e - i n d u s t r i a l  u t o p i a .  The v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  Po

p u l i s t  a rg u m e n ts  and t h e  e f f i c a c y  o f  t h e i r  p ro p o s e d  s o l u 

t i o n s  can  be s e e n  in  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  h i s t o r i a n ' s  a d o p t i o n  of  

many a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  P o p u l i s t  c r i t i q u e  o f  American s o c i e t y ,  

and i n  t h e  p a s s a g e  i n t o  l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  many o f  t h e  t h i r d  

p a r t y ' s  demands i n  t h e  T w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .


