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LINGUISTIC STRATIFICATION IN SOCIALIST SOCIETY:

A SOCIOLINGUISTIC SURVEY OF A POLISH COMMUNITY

CHAPTER I  

THE BACKGROUND OF THE RESEARCH 

In tro d u c tio n  

The Problem

S o c io l in g u is t ic s  in v e s t i f  t e s  th e  c o r re la t io n s  between th e  lan g 

uage use in  a g iven  community a n l th e  s o c ia l  s t r u c tu r e  o f th a t  community. 

In  th e  l a s t  15 y e a r s ,  numerous s tu d ie s  have been done which have looked 

a t  th e  r e la t io n s h ip s  between language use and s o c ia l  s tru c tu re  in  in d u s

t r i a l i z e d  s o c ie t i e s  ( fo r  example Labov 1966; Shuy 1968 ; T ru d g ill  197^;

G. Sankoff 197^, to  l i s t  on ly  a few ). These s tu d ie s  have d e lin e a te d  

l i n g u i s t i c  m arkers o f  s o c ia l  c la s s e s ,  shown how l in g u i s t i c  d if fe re n c e s  

ten d  to  r e i f y  th e  e x is t in g  c la s s  s t r u c tu r e ,  and dem onstrated th a t  changes 

in  c la s s  s t r u c tu r e  a re  r e f le c te d  in  changes in  language.

A common a t t r ib u te  o f  a l l  th e  s tu d ie s  c i t e d  above, and o f most 

s o c io l in g u is t ic  surveys in  g e n e ra l, i s  th a t  th e y  have been done in  wes

te r n  Europe o r  th e  U nited S t a t e s , in  c o u n tr ie s  where th e  predom inant 

ideo logy  i s  t h a t  o f  democracy and e q u a li ty  (Bottomore 1966:5), b u t where 

very  r e a l  s o c ia l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  e x i s t s .  S o c ia l s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  i s  d e fin e d

1



2
here  as " th e  d iv is io n  o f  s o c ie ty  in to  c la s s e s  o r  s t r a t a ,  which a re  ranged 

in  a h ie ra rc h y  o f  w ealth , p r e s t ig e ,  and power" (Bottom ore 1966:3). A l

though in  such dem ocratic s o c ie t i e s  s o c ia l  c la s s e s  and s t r a t a  can be de

l in e a te d ,  th e  boundaries betw een them a re  seldom c l e a r ,  and upward m obil

i t y  i s  p o s s ib le  (Bottomore 1 9 6 6 :5 ).

Ho s tu d y  has y e t c o n sid e red  s o c io l in g u is t ic  a sp e c ts  o f  a s o c ie ty  

which i s  undergoing  an id e o lo g ic a l  change to  so c ia lis m , i . e . ,  to  th e  con

s tru c t io n  o f  a  c la s s le s s  s o c ie ty  (Bottomore 1 9 6 6 :6 ). I t  m ight be hypo- 

th s iz e d  th a t  a  s o c ie ty  which c o n s id e rs  i t s e l f  to  be moving tow ard c la s s 

le s sn e ss  would n o t have th e  same k inds o f  l i n g u i s t i c  m arkers o f  s t r a t i 

f ic a t io n  as  England o r th e  U nited  S ta te s .

I t  i s  my co n ten tio n , however, th a t  t h i s  i s  not th e  c ase . The 

very d e f in i t io n  o f  a complex s o c ie ty  im p lies  s o c ia l  d i f f e r e n t i a t io n .

While th e  s t r a t a  in  a s o c i a l i s t  s o c ie ty  may no t be d e fin ed  in  th e  same 

way as th ey  would be in  a c a p i t a l i s t  s o c ie ty  th ey  s t i l l  e x i s t .  I t  must 

a lso  be remembered th a t  th e  p e rc ep tio n s  by th e  members o f  a s o c ie ty  o f  

t h e i r  s o c ia l  s t r u c tu r e  a re  no t n e c e s s a r i ly  th e  same as th e  o f f i c i a l  de

s c r ip t io n s  o f  i t .  I f  the  members o f  a  s o c ie ty  p e rc e iv e  c la s s  o r  s tra tu m  

d if fe re n c e s , and behave as though c la s se s  and s t r a t a  e x i s t ,  th en  th o se  

d if fe re n c e s  a re  fu n c tio n a lly  r e a l ,  even in  a  " c l a s s l e s s "  s o c ie ty .

In  a d d it io n , bo th  t h e o r e t i c a l  and e m p ir ic a l s tu d ie s  o f  modern 

in d u s tr ia l iz e d  s o c i a l i s t  s o c ie t i e s  have dem onstrated  th e  p resence  o f  

s o c ia l  c la s s e s  and s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  (e .g . Bottomore 1966; Wesoiowski 1979; 

Lane and Kolankiew icz 1973). We a re  faced  th e n  w ith  a  d iscrep an cy  be

tween th e  ideo logy  o f  c la s s le s s n e s s  and th e  r e a l i t y  o f  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  in  

th e se  s o c ie t i e s .
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I t  i s  my h y p o th esis  t h a t  th e  presence i n  any complex s o c ia l  sy s

tem o f  a  system  o f  s o c ia l  m o b ility  i s  th e  key v a r ia b le  in  l i n g u i s t i c  

s t r a t i f i c a t i o n .  As long  as th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  s o c ia l  m o b ility  i s  p re 

s e n t ,  people  from th e  low er o rd e rs  w i l l  t r y  t o  r a i s e  t h e i r  s ta tu s  w h ile  

th o se  in  th e  more p re s t ig io u s  group w i l l  t r y  to  m a in ta in  t h e i r  p o s i t io n .  

These p ro cesses  w i l l  be r e f le c te d  in  language u se .

In  t h i s  s tu d y  I  w i l l  p re se n t a  s o c io l in g u is t i c  d e s c r ip t io n  o f an 

in d u s t r i a l  community in  P o lan d .^  Poznafi, th e  c a p i t a l  o f  th e  W ielkopol- 

ska d i s t r i c t  in  w este rn  P o land , i s  lo c a te d  midway between B e r lin  and 

Warsaw. In  1973 Poznan had a p o p u la tio n  o f  %99,000 (Rocznik S t a t i s t y -  

czny 197^:18"). I t  i s  a  m ajor ed u ca tio n a l and in d u s t r i a l  c e n te r ;  95,12k 

a re  employed in  in d u s try ,  9,207 in  education  (Rocznik S ta tis ty c z n y  197k: 

2 k ,25). There a re  n ine i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f h ig h e r  ed u ca tio n  in  Poznan, 

w ith  a  combined en ro llm en t o f  2 1 ,9 lk  s tu d en ts  (Rocznik S ta tis ty c z n y  

1 9 7 k :2 lk -2 l8 , 219).

In  urban Poland c la s s  d if fe re n c e s  a re  b ased  on educa tion  and 

occu p a tio n , w ith  th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  d e fin ed  as c o lle g e  educated  non- 

manual w orkers. Poznan, w ith  a  h ig h  p ro p o rtio n  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  in 

volved  in  e d u ca tio n  and in d u s try ,  i s  th e re fo re  an id e a l  community in  

which to  s tu d y  s o c ia l  and l i n g u i s t i c  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n .

A Mote on Terminology

There i s  a  g re a t d e a l o f  d isagreem ent among s o c io lo g is ts  about 

th e  p ro p e r use and d e f in i t io n  o f such term s as " s o c ia l  c la s s "  and " s t r a 

t i f i c a t i o n "  (Bottomore 1966 :9 ). A M arxist d e s c r ip t io n  o f P o lish  s o c ie ty  

would d e lin e a te  two s o c ia l  c la s s e s  -  th e  p e a sa n try  and th e  w orking 

c la s s  -  and one s o c ia l  s tra tu m  -  th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  (Wesoiowski 1979:
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103-113). The i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  and th e  working c la s s  have th e  same r e l a 

t io n  to  th e  means o f  p ro d u c tio n ; b o th  c o n tra s t  w ith  th e  p ea sa n try  in  t h i s  

re g a rd . Even though th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  and th e  working c la s s  cannot be 

term ed s e p a ra te  c la s s e s ,  th e y  a re  co n sid ered  b o th  by th e  P o lish  peop le  

and by s o c io lo g is ts  to  be  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  by such s t r a t i f i c a t i o n a l  v a r

ia b le s  a s  p r e s t ig e  and s t a t u s .

Lane and K olankiew icz have avoided  th e  te rm in o lo g ic a l problem  

by r e f e r r in g  to  th e  p e a sa n ty , th e  working c la s s  and th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  

a s  " s o c ia l  g roups" . However, I  am re s e rv in g  th e  u se  o f  t h i s  term  f o r  a 

r e s id u a l  c a teg o ry  o f  in d iv id u a ls  who could  no t be n e a tly  p laced  in to  

e i t h e r  th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  o r  th e  working c la s s  (see  C hapter I I ) .

In  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  s im p l ic i ty  th roughout t h i s  s tudy  I  am u sin g  

th e  g e n e ra l term  " s o c ia l  c la s s "  fo r  b o th  th e  working c la s s  and th e  in 

t e l l i g e n t s i a .  A lthough acco rd in g  to  some th e o r e t i c a l  o r ie n ta t io n s  t h i s  

use  o f  term ino logy  i s  im p re c ise , i t  has proven to  be l e s s  clumsy th a n  

numerous re fe re n c e s  to  " th e  w orking c l a s s ,  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  s tra tu m , and 

r e s id u a l  in te rm e d ia te  s o c ia l  g roup".

The S o c ia l Background

Poland Between th e  Wars 

Although P o les c la im  966 as th e  b i r th d a te  o f  t h e i r  n a tio n , 

modern P o lish  h is to r y  d a te s  o n ly  from 1918; in  1T95 Poland was p a r t i 

tio n e d  by P ru ss ia , A u s tr ia  and R u ss ia , and th e  s t a t e  was not r e s to re d  

u n t i l  th e  end o f  World War I ,

Between th e  wars Poland was e th n ic a l ly  and r e l ig io u s ly  d iv e rs e ;  

o n ly  about 70^ o f th e  p o p u la tio n  in  1931 was P o lis h . The rem ainder o f
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th e  p o p u la tio n  c o n s is te d  o f  ( in  descending  o rd e r  o f  p o p u la tio n ) U krain

ia n s , Jew s, R u then ians, B y e lo ru ss ia n s , Germans, and R ussians (Lane 1973: 

3 ) .

The s o c ia l  system  was h ig h ly  s t r a t i f i e d  du ring  t h i s  p e r io d .

The h ig h e s t ran k in g  c la s s  was th e  lan d ed  g e n try , o r  a r i s to c r a c y ,  which 

com prised on ly  0.36% o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  in  1922, b u t owned 27% o f  th e  

lan d  (Szczepanski 1970 :23).

The b o u rg e o is ie , th e  second h ig h e s t  ran k in g  c la s s ,  com prised 

about 2% o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  and had a  " v i r tu a l  monopoly o f  economic d e c i

sion-m aking" (Szczepanski 1970 :23).

The i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  in c lu d e d  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  p ro fe s s io n a ls ,  te ac h 

e r s ,  and some w h ite  c o l la r  w orkers. About 6% o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  belonged 

to  th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  (Szczepanski 1970 :2b).

The p e t i t e  b o u rg e o is ie , owners o f  sm all b u s in ess  e n te r p r i s e s ,  

made up about 11% o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  (Szczepanski 1970:25).

About 52% o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  c o n s is te d  o f  p e a sa n ts , and 6k% o f 

th e se  h e ld  farms sm alle r th a n  5 h e c ta r e s .  "The p easan t c l a s s ,  fo r  th e  

most p a r t ,  was poo r, had a low le v e l  o f  e d u ca tio n , and co n ta in ed  a  r e l a 

t iv e ly  h ig h  p e rcen tag e  o f  i l l i t e r a t e  peop le  w ith  low v o c a tio n a l s k i l l s "  

(Szczepanski 1970:25).

The working c la s s ,  " g a in fu l ly  employed manual w orkers p o ssess in g  

none o f  t h e i r  own to o ls  o f  work and g e t t in g  t h e i r  l iv in g  from s e l l in g  

t h e i r  la b o r"  (Szczepanski 1 970 :25 -26 ), com prised 20% o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  

and la n d le s s  a g r ic u l tu r a l  la b o re r s  an o th e r 9^.

The e th n ic  and r e l ig io u s  m in o r i t ie s  in  Poland between th e  wars 

p layed an im p o rtan t r o le  in  th e  economic l i f e  o f  th e  co u n try , dom inating
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th e  b o u rg e o is ie . For example, in  1931 Jews c o n s t i tu te d  9-8^ o f  the  

t o t a l  p o p u la tio n . However th ey  com prised 58.7^ o f  th e  commercial popu

l a t i o n  and 21.3% o f  th o se  in  in d u s try . In  a d d it io n , they  were w ell rep 

re s e n te d  in  th e  p ro fe s s io n s ; about h a l f  o f  th e  do c to rs  and law yers a t  

t h i s  tim e were Jew ish  (Lane 1973 :3 ).

World War I I  and i t s  a fte rm a th  had a d e v a s ta tin g  e f f e c t  on th e  

P o lish  s o c ia l  s t r u c tu r e . 6,000,000 P o l is h  c i t iz e n s  were k i l l e d  during

th e  war (on ly  10% o f  th e se  were k i l l e d  in  a c t iv e  b a t t l e ) .  The g re a te s t  

lo s s e s  o ccu rred  among th e  Jews and i n t e l l i g e n t s i a :  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  the  

Jews and 35% o f  th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  were k i l l e d  (Szczepanski 1970:34).

In  a d d it io n , many o f  th e  prewar a r is to c r a c y  and b o u rg eo is ie  em igrated 

im m ediately a f t e r  th e  w ar. In  t h i s  group were 2 .5  m ill io n  Germans, Uk- 

r a n ia n s ,  R u ss ian s, and B yelo russians (Lane 1 9 7 3 :7 ,8 ).

In  1945 th e  U nited  S ta te s ,  th e  S o v ie t Union, and G reat B r i ta in  

e s ta b lis h e d  new b o u n d aries  fo r  Poland d u rin g  th e  Potsdam conference .

The b o rd e r changes in v o lv ed  moving approx im ate ly  o n e - th ird  o f  th e  popu

l a t i o n  (Szczepanski 1970:35)*

As a r e s u l t  o f  war c a s u a l t i e s ,  b o rd er changes, and em ig ra tion , 

th e  p o p u la tio n  o f  Poland f e l l  from alm ost 35,000,000 in  1939 to  24,600,000 

in  1949 . The p o p u la tio n  th a t  rem ained was 98% P o lish  and 95% C atho lic  

(Lane 1 9 7 3 :7 ,1 4 ), w ith  o n ly  remnants o f  th e  a r is to c ra c y , i n t e l l i g e n t s i a ,  

and b o u rg e o is ie  i n t a c t .

A fte r  a s e r i e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  s tru g g le s  th e  P o lish  U nited  Workers 

P a r ty  ( th e  Communist P a r ty )  took  c o n tro l  in  1948. The estab lish m en t o f  

t h i s  new p o l i t i c a l  o rd e r  e f f e c t iv e ly  p rev en ted  th e  r e s u r r e c t io n  o f th e  

in te rw a r s o c ia l  s t r u c tu r e .
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Thé S o c ia l S tru c tu re  o f  Contemporary Urban Poland

In  19^6 and th e  y e a rs  im m ediately  fo llo w in g  in d u s try  and com

m e rc ia l e n te r p r is e s  were n a t io n a l iz e d ,  and la n d  reform s a l l o t t e d  th e  

form er e s ta te s  to  p e a sa n ts , a g r i c u l tu r a l  w orkers, and re tu rn e d  e x p a tr ia te s  

(S zczepansk i (1970 :38). Because in c re a se d  in d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  c re a te d  many 

new jo b s  many people  moved from th e  co u n try s id e  to  th e  c i t i e s ,  and edu

c a t io n  was s t r e s s e d  a s  a  means o f  s o c ia l  and economic advancement. In  

1938 th e re  had been it-9,500 s tu d e n ts  in  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h ig h e r ed u ca tio n , 

in  1951 1 2 5 , 000 , and in  1971 329,^000 (Lane 1973 :21).

T his in c re a se d  emphasis on in d u s t r i a l i z a t io n  and education  r e 

s u l te d  in  a  postw ar s o c ia l  s t r u c tu r e  com prised o f  th e  p e a sa n try  (approx

im a te ly  hk% o f  th e  p o p u la tio n ) , th e  working c la s s  (3 7 ^ ) , and th e  i n t e l l i 

g e n ts ia  (18#) (Szczepanski 1970:37; Lane 1973 :17).

These f ig u r e s  a re  n o t s ta b le ;  th e  s o c ia l  s t r u c tu r e  o f  Poland 

i s  s t i l l  in  th e  p ro cess  o f  changing (S arap a ta  1 9 6 6 :3 9 ). The gaps in  

th e  s o c ia l  s t r u c tu r e  l e f t  by th e  war (W iatr 1 9 7 6 :6 0 -6 l) , th e  expanding 

economic b ase  o f  th e  co u n try  and th e  emphasis on ed u ca tio n  have le d  to  

a r e s t r u c tu r in g  o f  th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  and th e  p re sen ce  o f  a v ia b le  system  

o f  s o c ia l  m o b ili ty  f o r  th e  p e a sa n try  and th e  w orking c l a s s .

In  contem porary Poland th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  i s  d i f f e r e n t ia te d  

from th e  w orking c la s s  by ed u ca tio n  and occupation  (Lane and Kolankiew icz 

1973). Wesoiowski and Slom czynski (1968:186;190) n o te  th a t  s t r a t i f i c a 

t i o n  in  Poland i s  based on f a c to r s  such as ed u ca tio n  r a th e r  th an  income, 

and th a t  o ccu p a tio n  must he  reg a rd ed  as a s t r a t i f i c a t i o n a l  v a r ia b le .

"The ’ i n t e l l i g e n t s i a ’ forms a s e p a ra te  s tra tu m  by v i r t u e  o f  th e  essen

t i a l l y  non-manual n a tu re  o f  i t s  work a c t iv i ty "  (Lane 1973 :23).
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E ducation  p lay s  an im p o rtan t p a r t  in  th e  m o b ili ty  s t r u c tu r e  o f  

P oland, and t h i s  fu n c tio n  i s  a c t iv e ly  encouraged by th e  governm ent. Ed

u c a tio n  " i s  o f te n  connected w ith  a  s o c ia l  programme to  g u aran tee  th e  

p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  s o c ia l  advancement o f  th e  broad mass o f  th e  p o p u la tio n "  

(Z agorski 1976 :20).

S ince a  change in  s ta tu s  can be ach ieved  th ro u g h  ed u ca tio n , 

c ro s s -g e n e ra tio n a l m o b ility  i s  common: "Only about o n e -fo u r th  o f  non- 

manual w orkers [ i n t e l l i g e n t s i a ]  had f a th e r s  be long ing  to  th e  same s o c ia l  

g ro u p .. . .Non-manual w orkers th u s  c o n s t i tu te  a  p o p u la tio n  o f  whom th r e e -  

q .uarters a re  r e c r u i te d  from o th e r  s o c ia l  s t r a t a "  (Z agorsk i 1976:22).

This k ind  o f  ra p id  change has le d  S a rap a ta  to  c la im  th a t  Poland i s  "no 

• le s s  m obile and open" th a n  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  (1966 :37).

Thus in  s p i t e  o f  th e  o f f i c i a l  s o c i a l i s t  id e o lo g y , P o lish  urban  

s o c ie ty  to d ay  i s  c h a ra c te r iz e d  by th e  p resence  o f  two b road  s o c ia l  g ro u p s, 

th e  working c la s s  and th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  s tra tu m . "A lthough in  a  f u l l y  

developed s o c i a l i s t  s o c ie ty  c la s s e s  may d isa p p e a r, s o c ia l  d i f f e r e n t i a t io n  

rem ains and we can c a l l  t h a t  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n "  (Wesoiowski 1979:11^).

In  a d d i t io n ,  th e  s o c ie ty  i s  a ls o  c h a ra c te r iz e d  by a  v ia b le  sy s

tem o f  s o c ia l  m o b ili ty  encouraged by th e  p o l i t i c a l  reg im e. The m o b ili ty  

system  i s  so s tro n g  th a t  c la s s  (o r  s tra tu m ) membership can be changed 

w ith in  th e  span o f  one g e n e ra tio n ; indeed  th re e - fo u r th s  o f  th e  contem

p o ra ry  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  come from p e asa n t o r  working c la s s  f a m il ie s .

L in g u is tic  Background

Language in Social Context

The study  o f  language in  i t s  s o c ia l  c o n te x t i s  no t new. Many
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o f  th e  concep ts and methods a s so c ia te d  w ith  s o c io l in g u is t i c s ,  in c lu d in g  

th e  knowledge o f  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  between language and s o c ia l  f a c to r s  

and th e  u se  o f  a c tu a l  perform ance d a ta , have developed from an th ro p o lo 

g ic a l  l i n g u i s t i c s  and th e  ethnography o f  communication.

A lthough th e  u se  o f  th e se  concep ts  in  American an th ropo logy  and 

l i n g u i s t i c s  can be tr a c e d  a l l  th e  way back  to  th e  work o f  Boas and h is  

s tu d e n ts ,  th e  most e lo q u en t proponent o f  s tu d y in g  language in  s o c ia l  

c o n te x t has been D e ll Hymes. In  a  s e r ie s  o f  papers (1964; 1971a; 1971b) 

Hymes has developed a  model fo r  th e  s tu d y  o f  language as s o c ia l  b eh av io r. 

A m ajor c o n tr ib u tio n  by Hymes has been th e  re finem en t o f  th e  d e f in i t io n  

o f  a  speech  community. According to  Hymes, a speech community sh ares  

r u le s  o r norms fo r  language use  and r u le s  fo r  th e  in te r p r e ta t io n  o f  a t  

l e a s t  one language v a r ie ty  (Hymes 1972 :54). S o c ia l a sp ec ts  o f  language 

use a re  co n ta in ed  w ith in , and th e re fo re  bounded by, th e  l im i t s  o f  th e  

speech  community.

In addition, Hymes has argued that an adequate description of 

language behavior, i.e. an ethnography of speaking or of communication, 
must include as variables the speeiker, the addressee, any audience 
present, the code used, the topic, and the physical setting.

Empirical studies by anthropologists and linguists, including 
some done as early as 1947 (McDavid 1 964), have demonstrated the kinds 
of insights into both social and linguistic processes that can be gained 
through careful analyses of language in social context. Susan Ervin- 

Tripp (1964), for example, in an important study of the linguistic be
havior of Japanese war brides, showed the heuristic value of Hymes’ cat
egories by demonstrating the interaction of language, topic, and eth
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n ic i t y  o f  th e  l i s t e n e r  in  h e r d isco v e ry  th a t  h e r s u b je c ts  would g ive  very  

d i f f e r e n t  answers to  qu estio n s  d e a lin g  w ith  a t t i t u d e s  tow ard fam ily  r e l a 

t io n s  and c a re e r  cho ices depending on th e  language in  which th e  q u estio n s  

were asked .

McDavid (196U) r e la te d  th e  u se  o f  p o s t-v o c a lic  r  by South Caro

l i n a  speakers  to  h is to r ic  se tt le m e n t p a t te r n s ,  s o c ia l  p r e s t ig e ,  ed u ca tio n , 

and even r a c i a l  a t t i t u d e s .  John F is c h e r  (196U), in  a  s tu d y  conducted 

in  1955> c o r r e la te d  th e  use o f  w o rd -f in a l Cing] by New England school

c h ild re n  w ith  sex , s o c ia l  c l a s s ,  p e r s o n a l i ty ,  fo rm a li ty  o f  th e  conver

s a t io n ,  and th e  a c tu a l  verb to  which th e  Cing] s u f f ix  was a tta c h e d .

Gumperz (1958) showed th e  r o le  o f  phono log ica l v a r ia t io n  in  boundary 

m aintenance and group id e n t i ty  in  h is  study  o f  c a s te  membership in  an 

In d ian  community. These th re e  works in  p a r t i c u la r  a re  e a r ly  examples 

o f  th e  p r in c ip le s  on which Labov was to  base h is  re s e a rc h .

V a r ia tio n  Theory and Q u a n tita tiv e  A n a ly sis

In  s p i t e  o f  th e  i n t e r e s t  shown by a n th ro p o lo g is ts  and an th ro 

p o lo g ic a l l i n g u i s t s  in  th e  p o s s ib le  th e o r e t ic a l  im portance o f  v a r ia t io n  

in  language u se , u n t i l  re c e n tly  no th e o ry  o r methods had been c o n s tru c te d  

w ith in  th e  f i e l d  o f  l i n g u i s t i c s  which were capab le  o f  han d lin g  v a r ia t io n  

in  any sy stem a tic  fa sh io n . I t  has lo n g  been a p o s tu la te  o f  l i n g u i s t i c s ,  

to  some e x te n t because o f t h i s  i n a b i l i t y  to  d e a l w ith  v a r ia t io n ,  th a t  

language as  i t  i s  a c tu a l ly  used i s  n o t th e  p roper a re a  o f  study  fo r  

l i n g u i s t i c s .

S au ssu re ’s well-known d i s t in c t io n  between langue and p a ro le  

r e f l e c t s  t h i s  b e l i e f .  He no ted  th a t  p a ro le , an in d iv id u a l  a c t ,  i s  h e te r -



11
ogeneous, w h ile  lan g u e , a  s o c ia l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  i s  homogeneous, and main

ta in e d  th a t  th e  " so le  o b je c t"  o f  l i n g u i s t i c s  i s  th e  s tu d y  o f  langue 

(S aussure 1 9 5 9 :1 ^ ,1 5 ,2 0 ).

The American S t r u c tu r a l i s t s  ( fo r  example B loom field  1933, H ockctt 

1958) were concerned w ith  d e sc rib in g  p a tte rn e d  language b eh av io r. This 

emphasis on p a t te r n s  n e c e s sa r ily  r e s u l te d  in  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  c e r ta in  

k inds o f  v a r ia t io n  in  language u se . S tudying what th e  speakers o f  a 

language have in  common a u to m a tic a lly  excludes from th e  d a ta  base  th o se  

fe a tu re s  which v ary  from speaker to  speaker o r  v a r ia t io n  in  th e  speech 

o f  one in d iv id u a l  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t im e s . This v a r ia t io n  m ight be no ted , 

b u t no t i t s e l f  an a ly sed .

The tra n s fo rm a tio n a l grammarians a lso  b e l ie v e  v a r ia t io n  in

language to be outside the proper purview of linguistics. "Observed

use o f  lan g u ag e . . .  su re ly  cannot c o n s t i tu te  th e  a c tu a l  su b je c t m a tte r

o f  l i n g u i s t i c s  i f  t h i s  i s  to  be a s e r io u s  d is c ip l in e "  (Chomsky 1965:%).

L in g u is tic  th eo ry  i s  concerned p r im a rily  w ith  an id e a l  sp eak er- 
l i s t e n e r ,  in  a com pletely  homogeneous speech-community, who 
knows i t s  language p e r f e c t ly  and i s  u n a ffe c ted  by such gram
m a tic a l ly  i r r e le v a n t  c o n d itio n s  as memory l im i t a t i o n s ,  d i s 
t r a c t i o n s ,  s h i f t s  o f  a t te n t io n  and i n t e r e s t ,  and e r ro r s  (ran 
dom o r  c h a r a c te r i s t i c  ) in  ap p ly in g  h is  knowledge o f  th e  la n 
guage in  a c tu a l  perform ance (3 ) .

S ince b o th  th e  s t r u c t u r a l i s t s  and th e  t r a n s fo rm a tio n a l is ts  

eschewed th e  s tu d y  o f  in d iv id u a l v a r ia t io n ,  i t  was (and i s )  co n sid ered  

v a l id  to  use th e  language o r  l i n g u i s t i c  in tu i t io n s  o f  a sm all number 

o f in fo rm an ts , even o f  a s in g le  in fo rm an t, as a  d a ta  b a se . U n fo rtu n a te ly  

t h i s  emphasis on th e  language o f  in d iv id u a ls  r a th e r  th a n  speech commun

i t i e s  has le d  to  a  p r o l i f e r a t io n  o f  d e sc r ip tio n s  o f  id e o le c ts ,  and 

suggests  th a t  th e  g e n e r a l iz a b i l i ty  o f  th e  th e o r ie s  i s  l im ite d .
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The p u b l ic a t io n  in  I 966 o f  L abov's The S o c ia l S t r a t i f i c a t i o n  

o f  E n g lish  i n  Nev York C ity  le g i t im iz e d  th e  s tu d y  o f  language u se  in  

n a tu ra l  s e t t in g s  and proclaim ed  v a r i a t io n  not o n ly  an a c c e p ta b le , b u t 

indeed  a  c r u c ia l  f i e l d  o f  in q u iry . I t  a lso  in tro d u ce d  th e  concept o f  

q u a n t i ta t iv e  a n a ly s i s ,  th e  use  o f  language from a la r g e  number o f  sp eak ers  

o r  la rg e  numbers o f  u tte ra n c e s  from few er speakers as  a  d a ta  b ase . Labov 's 

s ta t e d  in te n t io n  h as  been " to  w r i te  grammars fo r  th e  speech  community, 

and to  make in fe re n c e s  about th e  u n d e rly in g  system  from th e  evidence o f  

language b eh av io r"  (Labov 1969:716; emphasis added ).

Perhaps th e  most im p o rtan t c o n tr ib u tio n  made by Labov was th e  

u se  o f  s o c ia l  f a c to r s  as v a r ia b le s  in  ex p la in in g  language  v a r ia t io n .

He found th a t  much o f  what had p re v io u s ly  been term ed " f r e e  v a r ia t io n "  

was a c tu a l ly  c o n s tra in e d  by such th in g s  as s o c ia l  c la s s  membership, ag e , 

sex , and e th n ic i ty .  In  a d d i t io n ,  th e  s ty le  o f  speech  a  person  used 

(a  concept r e l a t e d  to  M alinow ski's  n o tio n  o f "c o n te x t o f  s i tu a t io n "

[ F i r th  1968 :15%]) a ls o  p layed  a  r o le  in  de term in ing  what l i n g u i s t i c  forms 

would be chosen . The k inds o f  v a r ia t io n  found a c ro ss  th e  s ty le s  i s  in 

d ic a t iv e  o f  more w idespread  s o c ia l  p ro c e sse s .

S tu d ie s  b ased  on L abov 's model have p r o l i f e r a t e d  in  th e  l a s t  

1% y e a rs . Shuy (1968 ) ,  Wolfram (1969) ,  Guy (1975), Cedergren (1973) 

and Sankoff (197%) a re  o n ly  a  few example o f th e  k in d  o f  work th a t  has 

been  done. A ll o f  th e s e  s tu d ie s  have shown th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  in c lu d in g  

s o c ia l  f a c to r s  in  th e  study  o f  language .

Once v a r ia t io n  i s  a ccep ted  and in c o rp o ra te d  in to  th e  d e s c r ip t io n  

o f  a language , i t  can be t i e d  to  b o th  l in g u i s t i c  and n o n - l in g u is t ic  

c o n s t r a in t s ,  and a l l  o f  th e se  c o n s t r a in t s  can be han d led  w ith in  th e  same
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t h e o r e t i c a l  framework. In h e re n t in  t h i s  approach i s  th e  assum ption  t h a t  

we a re  n o t d e sc r ib in g  th e  languages o r  id e o le c ts  o f  in d iv id u a ls ,  b u t th e  

language o f  a  community.

The nex t m ajor advance in  th e  developm ent o f  v a r ia t io n  th e o ry  

was th e  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  v a r ia b le  r u le  (Labov 1969) .  The concept was 

r e f in e d  by C edergren and S ankoff (197^) and u l t im a te ly  a  com puter p ro 

gram f o r  w r i t in g  v a r ia b le  r u le s  was developed (Rousseau and Sankoff 1978)*

V a ria b le  ru le s  grew o u t o f  th e  o p tio n a l ru le s  allow ed  by t r a n s 

f o r m a t io n a l is ts ,  b u t w ith  a  few d i f f e r e n c e s .  The n o tio n  o f  th e  v a r ia b le  

r u le  assumes th a t  th e  p re d ic te d  r e l a t i v e  frequency  o f  a  r u l e ’s a p p l ic a t io n  

must be co n sid e red  as an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  th e  s t r u c tu r a l  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  

a  language . "The n o tio n  o f o p t io n a l i ty  f a i l s  to  c ap tu re  th e  sy s te m a tic  

v a r ia t io n  which e x is t s  even on th e  l e v e l  o f  th e  grammar o f  a  s in g le  

in d iv id u a l"  ( Cedergren and S ankoff 197^:333). With th e  u se  o f  o p tio n a l  

r u le s  "no acco u n tin g  i s  o r can  be  made o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  o p tio n  i s  

s u b je c t  to  r e g u la r  c o n s t r a in ts  re v e a le d  th rough  p a t te rn s  o f  c o v a r ia t io n  

w ith  elem ents o f  th e  l i n g u i s t i c  environm ent and w ith  non-language f a c to r s  

such a s  a g e , c l a s s , and s o c ia l  c o n te x t"  ( i b i d . ) .

C edergren and Sankoff went even f u r th e r  w ith  t h e i r  accep tan ce  

o f  th e  v a r ia b le  r u le :  "The v a r ia b le  r u le s  developed by Labov shou ld ,

l i k e  o th e r  r u le s  o f  g e n e ra tiv e  grammar, be in te r p r e te d  as p a r t  o f  in d i 

v id u a l com petence" ( i b i d . : 335). The v a lu e  o f  th e  v a r ia b le  r u le  l i e s  

in  th e  f a c t  t h a t  w ith  i t s  u se  " a  s in g le  r u l e . . .  d e sc rib e s  th e  ran g e  o f  

v a r ia t io n  p re s e n t in  th e  community and a c c u ra te ly  p re d ic ts  th e  b eh av io r 

o f  each in d iv id u a l"  ( i b i d . ) .
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Competence, Perform ance, and Communicative Competence

Even b e fo re  Cedergren and Sankoff*s s ta tem en t t h a t  a knowledge 

o f  th e  ru le s  o f  l i n g u i s t i c  v a r ia t io n  was a  p a r t  o f  com petence, o th e r 

l i n g u i s t s ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  a n th ro p o lo g ic a l l in g u i s t s  and s o c io l in g u is ts ,  

had expressed  d i s s a t i s f a c t io n  w ith  Chomsky's dichotom y o f  competence 

and perform ance.

Chomsky d e lin e a te d  "a fundam ental d i s t i n c t io n  between competence 

( th e  sp e a k e r-h e a re r ' s knowledge o f  h is  language) and perform ance (th e  

a c tu a l  use o f  language in  co n cre te  s i tu a t io n s ) "  (1 9 6 5 :4 ). He went on to  

d e sc r ib e  th e  ta s k  o f  th e  l i n g u i s t :  " to  determ ine from th e  d a ta  o f p e r

formance th e  u n d erly in g  system  o f ru le s  th a t  has been m astered  by th e  

sp ea k e r-h e a re r  and th a t  he p u ts  to  use in  a c tu a l  perform ance" (1965:4).

In  a d d itio n , he d e fin ed  a  grammar as "a  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  id e a l  sp eak e r- 

h e a re r  *s i n t r i n s i c  competence" (1965 :4 ).

Some l in g u i s t s  f e l t  th a t  th e se  d e f in i t io n s  o f  competence and 

grammar were to o  narrow , and th a t  th e re  was room in  Chomsky's model fo r  

th e  in c lu s io n  o f  s o c ia l  a sp e c ts  o f  l i n g u i s t i c  knowledge. "There i s  no 

way, in  s h o r t ,  o f  ta lk in g  about g ram m atica lity  o r w ell-fo rm edness w ith o u t 

g e t t in g  in  many ways invo lved  in  th e  d e ta i l s  o f  s o c ia l  in te r a c t io n  by 

means o f language" (F illm ore  1973:276).

D ell Hymes (1971b:55) b e lie v e d  th a t  when th e  d e f in i t io n  o f  com

peten ce  i s  " r e s t r i c t e d  to  th e  p u re ly  g ram m atical, i t  le av es  o th e r  a sp e c ts  

o f  sp ea k e rs ' t a c i t  knowledge and a b i l i t y  in  c o n fu s io n , thrown to g e th e r  

under a la rg e ly  unexamined concept o f  'p e r fo rm a n c e '. . .  .On i t s  own te rm s , 

t ra n s fo rm a tio n a l th e o ry  must ex tend  th e  n o tio n  o f  competence to  in c lu d e  

more th an  th e  gram m atical".
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Hymes m ain tained  e lsew here th a t

The id e n t i f i c a t io n  o f  u n d erly in g  competence w ith  gram m atical 
competence w a s . . . th e  p roduct o f  a p a r t i c u la r  th e o r e t i c a l  
p e r io d . There was a  need to  e s ta b l is h  th e  view  th a t  a  gram
m a tic a l system had a  deep s t ru c tu re  r a d ic a l ly  d i s t i n c t  from 
observed d a ta  ( c f .  Chomsky 1965:16), and t h a t  a b i l i t i e s  
m a n if ie s t  in  speech could  no t be ex p la in ed  w ith o u t re fe re n c e  
to  i t . . . .N o w  th a t  th e  b a t t l e  i s  won, one can  a t te n d  to  th e  
r e la t io n s  between ru le s  o f  grammar and r u le s  o f  u se  (Hymes 
1 9 7 1 a : l l ) .

These l in g u is t s  and o th e rs  (Labov 1969:759; F aso ld  1972:13) 

were a rg u in g  fo r  an ex ten s io n  o r  r e d e f in i t io n  o f  competence to  keep 

l i n g u i s t i c  th e o ry  from be ing  "n o t a  ’th e o ry  o f  lan g u ag e’ , b u t o n ly  a 

th e o ry  o f  grammar" (Hymes 1973:316). What i s  b e in g  c a l le d  fo r  i s  a  

th e o ry  encompassing communicative competence, which in c lu d es  a knowledge 

o f  s o c ia l  a sp e c ts  o f  language and th e  a b i l i t y  to  in te r p r e t  and produce 

sy stem a tic  v a r ia t io n  in  language.

Bauman and Sherzer have m ain tained  t h a t  any adequate grammar 

o f  a  language "must d is t in g u is h  what i s  c a te g o r ic a l  in  th a t  language 

from what i s  v a r ia b le .  This d is t in c t io n  i s  c l e a r ly  p a r t  o f  n a tiv e  

sp e a k e rs ’ l i n g u i s t i c  com petencies, and as such must be re p re se n te d  in  

grammars" (197^:17).

According to  G il l ia n  Sankoff (197^:18) competence "has been 

extended from th e  n o tio n  o f  th e  m astery  o f  a s e t  o f  gram m atical ru le s  

to  th e  m astery  o f  a  s e t  o f  c u l tu r a l  ru le s  which in c lu d e  th e  a p p ro p ria te  

ways to  app ly  gram m atical ru le s  in  a l l  speech s i tu a t io n s  p o s s ib le  fo r  

t h a t  s o c ie ty " .

This r e d e f in i t io n  o f  competence i s  in  no way a n t i t h e t i c a l  to  

Chomsky’s use o f  th e  term . Chomsky d id  no t in c lu d e  a knowledge o f  c u l

t u r a l  ru le s  in  h is  d e f in i t io n  o f  competence, b u t n e i th e r  d id  he re le g a te
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i t  to  th e  a ren a  o f  perform ance. While he included  p sy ch o lo g ica l f a c to r s  

as in p u ts  to  perform ance (1 9 6 5 :4 ), he d id  not concern h im se lf  w ith  s o c ia l  

f a c to r s  a t  a l l .

The tra n s fo rm a tio n a l-g e n e ra t iv e  model o f  language has heen b o th  

i n s i ^ t f u l  and p ro d u c tiv e . Those l i n g u i s t s  a rgu ing  f o r  th e  study  o f  com

m unicative  competence fe e l  t h a t  th e  " r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  th e  domain o f  under

ly in g  knowledge can be ended; th e  m ethodological s p i r i t  o f  g e n e ra tiv e  

grammar can be extended to  th e  whole sphere  o f  a b i l i t i e s  m an ife s t in  

speech" (Hymes 1971a:1 1 ).

The development o f  th e o ry  and methodology in  th e  s tu d y  o f  v a r

i a t i o n ,  in c lu d in g  th e  r e tu rn  to  th e  concept o f  s tru c tu re d  b u t he terogen 

eous speech com m unities, th e  n o tio n  o f  communicative com petence, q u a n ti

t a t i v e  a n a ly s is ,  and th e  v a r ia b le  r u l e ,  has allow ed l i n g u i s t i c s  to  be 

acco u n tab le  to  i t s  d a ta  b a se , i . e . ,  perform ance. L in g u is t ic s  now has th e  

means to  d e sc r ib e  and ex p la in  language as i t  i s  a c tu a l ly  used  in  th e  

speech community.

V a ria tio n  th eo ry  i s  no t th e  sea rc h  fo r  v a r ia t io n  f o r  v a r i a t io n 's  

sake ; i t s  g o a ls  a re  th e  same as th o se  o f  o th e r sch o o ls : to  ex p la in  o r con

s t r a i n  v a r ia t io n  wherever p o s s ib le .  I t  does however a llo w  th e  use o f  

more k inds o f  c o n s tra in in g  f a c to r s ,  in c lu d in g  s o c ia l  f a c to r s ,  and allow s 

th e  use o f  p r o b a b i l i s t ic  r u l e s .  Much work has a lread y  been done using  

th e  v a r ia b le  paradigm ; more needs to  be  done.

The r e p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  r e s u l t s  has a lread y  been shown fo r  d i f f e r e n t  

communities in  th e  U nited S ta te s  ( fo r  example Labov 1966; Shuy 1968), 

Canada (Sankoff 1974) and England (T ru d g ill  1974), to  name on ly  a  few.

This r e p l i c a b i l i t y  no t only  proves th e  m ethodological v a l i d i t y  o f  th e  

approach , i t  expands th e  d a ta  base  from which a l l  l i n g u i s t s  work and
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u l t im a te ly  w i l l  le a d  to  u n iv e r s a l i s t i c  s ta tem en ts  and a g en era l th e o ry  

o f  language.

In  t h i s  s tu d y  I  in te n d  to  add to  t h i s  p ro c e ss  by in v e s t ig a t in g  

language v a r ia t io n  in  a  s o c ia l  system  which has n o t y e t been in v e s t ig a te d  

in  t h i s  manner: a speech community in  a s o c i a l i s t  s o c ie ty .



CHAPTER I I

METHODS OF THE RESEARCH

The methods o f  d a ta  c o l le c t io n  and  a n a ly s is  used in  t h i s  s tu d y  

a re  h ased  on th o se  f i r s t  o u t l in e d  by Labov (1966) and subsequen tly  used 

by many o th e r  in v e s t ig a to r s  in c lu d in g  Shuy (1972), Wolfram (19^9), and 

G. Sankoff (197%). R esearch  p rocedures in c lu d e  d e lin e a tin g  and s e le c t in g  

a sample p o p u la tio n , s t r u c tu r in g  and o b ta in in g  in te rv ie w s , choosing 

and a n a ly z in g  s o c io l in g u is t i c  v a r ia b le s ,  and c o r r e la t in g  th e  r e a l iz a t io n s  

o f  th e  s o c io l in g u is t i c  v a r ia b le s  ( th e  dependent v a r ia b le s )  w ith  th o se  

l i n g u i s t i c  and s o c ia l  f a c to r s  c o n s tra in in g  v a r ia t io n  ( th e  independent 

v a r i a b l e s ) .

The Sample

P rev io u s s tu d ie s  o f  t h i s  type (Shuy 1972, Labov 1966 , Lusk 

1977) have shown th e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  u s in g  s t r i c t  random sam pling te c h 

n iq u e s . W hile i t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  s e le c t  a  random sample o f a l l  th e  fam

i l i e s  in  a  community whose members f a l l  in to  th e  same age ranges and 

a l l  o f  whom were born  and r a i s e d  in  th a t  community, such a p rocess  would 

be ex trem ely  tim e consuming and i n e f f i c i e n t .  For example, much tim e 

would be w asted  ta lk in g  to  p o te n t ia l  in fo rm an ts  who d id  no t f i t  th e  

e s ta b l is h e d  c r i t e r i a  f o r  th e  sam ple.

18
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As an a l t e r n a t iv e  to  s t r i c t  random sam pling , i t  i s  o f te n  more 
e f f i c i e n t  to  o b ta in  a  re p re s e n ta t iv e  sample fo r  p redeterm ined  
s o c ia l  c a te g o r ie s .  In  t h i s  p ro ced u re , th e  so c ia l  com position  
o f  th e  sample i s  f i r s t  determ ined , th e n  inform ants a re  chosen 
to  re p re se n t th e se  c a te g o r ie s ,  which a re  sometimes r e f e r r e d  to
a s  c e l l s  o f  th e  sam p le .. . .This p rocedure avoids th e  problem  o f
o v e r-  and u n d e rre p re se n ta tio n  fo r  p a r t i c u la r  s o c ia l  c a te g o r ie s ,  
because th e  in v e s t ig a to r  s to p s  s e le c t in g  inform ants fo r  g iven  
c e l l s  when a quota i s  reached  (Wolfram and Fasold  1 97^ :38 ).

R ep re se n ta tiv e  sam pling was used in  t h i s  s tu d y .

The sample was s t r a t i f i e d  by ag e , sex , and s o c ia l  c l a s s .  Because 

o f  re g io n a l d ia le c t  d if f e r e n c e ,  I  had hoped to  use only  people  who had 

been born  and r a is e d  in  Poznan. I  had a ls o  hoped to  have th re e  genera

t io n s  o f  sp e a k e rs . Because o f  th e  demographic s i tu a t io n  in  Poland, how

e v e r , I  had to  modify th e s e  p la n s . M assive p o p u la tio n  s h i f t s  occu rred  

in  Poland a f t e r  World War I I ,  and i t  proved im possib le to  f in d  enough 

th re e  g e n e ra tio n  fa m ilie s  which f i t  my s p e c if ic a t io n s .  I  decided  in s te a d  

to  use  two g e n e ra tio n s , h ig h  school s tu d e n ts  and t h e i r  p a re n ts ,  and to

accep t as in fo rm an ts on th e  p a re n ta l  g e n e ra tio n  people who had l iv e d  in

Poznan c o n tin u o u s ly  f o r  a t  l e a s t  tw enty y e a r s .

I  had a lso  o r ig in a l ly  in tended  to  look  a t  th e  b eh av io r o f  two 

s o c ia l  c la s s e s ,  th e  working c la s s  and th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a .  (The p easan try  

was excluded from th e  sample because o f  marked d ia le c t  d if f e r e n c e s ;  a f t e r  

te n  months in  Poland I  s t i l l  had d i f f i c u l t y  understand ing  th e  d ia le c t  

spoken by a l l  b u t th e  youngest members o f  t h i s  c la s s ) .

When I  o r ig in a l ly  s e le c te d  th e  members o f th e  sample I  b e liev ed  

th a t  bo th  s o c ia l  c la s s e s  were re p re se n te d  e q u a lly , w ith  a d u lts  being 

a ss ig n ed  c la s s  membership by th e i r  ed u ca tio n  and occupation  and c h i ld re n 's  

c la s s  membership based  on th a t  o f  t h e i r  p a re n ts .  However, when more 

e x ten s iv e  p e rso n a l d a ta  were c o lle c te d  d u rin g  th e  in te rv ie w s , I  r e a l iz e d
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th a t  some o f  th e  peop le  d id  n o t f i t  n e a t ly  in to  e i th e r  th e  working c la s s  

o r th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a .  For exam ple, some o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  in  th e  sample 

had one p a re n t who was an uneducated la b o re r  and th e  o th e r  a c o lle g e  

g radua te  engaged in  non-manual work. Two o f  th e  a d u lts  in  th e  sample 

(from  d i f f e r e n t  f a m il ie s ) ,  who had o r ig in a l ly  been a ss ig n ed  to  th e  working 

c la s s ,  had on ly  a h igh  school educa tion  bu t were working in  jobs which 

a re  u s u a lly  c l a s s i f i e d  as  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a ,  r e q u ir in g  a  c o lle g e  degree.

T herefo re  I  p laced  th e se  s o c ia l ly  ambiguous in d iv id u a ls  in  a 

s e p a ra te  group, which I  am c a l l in g  th e  in te rm e d ia te  s o c ia l  group. (See 

Wesoiowski and Siomczynski 1968 fo r  a  comparable s i t u a t i o n . )  A dults 

were ass ig n ed  t o  t h i s  s o c ia l  group i f  t h e i r  ed u ca tio n  and occupation  

were in c o n s is te n t  w ith  each o th e r ;  c h ild re n  were a ss ig n ed  to  t h i s  group 

i f  t h e i r  p a re n ts  belonged to  two d i f f e r e n t  s o c ia l  c la s s e s  ( i . e . ,  working 

c la s s  f a th e r  and i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  m other) o r  i f  t h e i r  p a re n ts  f e l l  in to  

th e  s o c ia l ly  in te rm e d ia te  group. I  b e lie v e  th a t  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  l i n 

g u is t ic  a n a ly s is  j u s t i f y  th e  c re a tio n  o f t h i s  t h i r d  ca te g o ry . The c a te 

gory was c re a te d  b e fo re  any o f  th e  language m a te r ia l  was analyzed .

A problem  w ith  t h i s  grouping i s  th a t  on th e  p a re n ta l  g e n e ra tio n  

th e re  a re  on ly  two in d iv id u a ls ,  one male and one fem ale. This makes any 

g e n e ra liz a tio n s  about language p ro c e sses  q u e s tio n a b le , a lthough  F aso ld  

(1972:26) j u s t i f i e s  th e  use o f  c e l l s  w ith  on ly  one in d iv id u a l  fo r  spe

c ia l iz e d  com parisons.

The f i n a l  sample c o n s is te d  o f  37 in d iv id u a ls :  l6  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  

even ly  d iv id ed  by sex and age; l!+ working c la s s  ( s ix  a d u l t s ,  e ig h t s tu 

d e n ts )  even ly  d iv id e d  by sex , and seven members o f  th e  in te rm e d ia te  group 

(two a d u l ts ,  f iv e  s tu d e n ts ) . Three o f  th e  in te rm e d ia te  s tu d en t group a re
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fem ale . Appendix A p rov ides a com plete l i s t  o f in fo rm an ts  w ith  age, sex , 

ed u ca tio n , o ccu p a tio n , s o c ia l  c l a s s ,  and len g th  o f  re s id e n c e  in  Poznaû.

S e le c tio n  o f  th e  Sample

Since I  was in te r e s te d  in  comparing language b eh av io r acro ss  

g e n e ra tio n s  and wanted ad o lescen ts  as  one o f  th e  age g ro u p s, th e  schoo l 

system  seemed to  be a  lo g ic a l  s t a r t i n g  p o in t fo r  in fo rm an t s e le c t io n .  

I n i t i a l  c o n ta c t w ith  p o te n t ia l  in fo rm an ts  was made th rough  a  Lyceum, o r  

c o lle g e  p re p a ra to ry  h ig h  schoo l. The schoo l was n o t chosen randomly, 

b u t r a th e r  because th ro u g h  an in v o lv ed  s e r ie s  o f  p e rso n a l c o n ta c ts  I  was 

a llow ed  access  to  th e  school en ro llm en t re c o rd s . These reco rd s  co n ta in ed  

no t o n ly  th e  name o f  each s tu d en t b u t a ls o  h is  o r  h e r ag e , sex , p lace  o f  

b i r t h ;  and p a re n ts ' occupations and s o c ia l  o r ig in .  I  had expected th a t  

th e y  would form th e  id e a l  base fo r  s e le c t io n  o f th e  sam ple; I  d id  however 

d ec id e  l a t e r  to  c re a te  a  re s id u a l  s o c ia l  ca teg o ry , th e  in te rm e d ia te  

s o c ia l  group.

I  decided to  u se  th ir d -y e a r  s tu d e n ts  ( ju n io r s )  because th e se  

peop le  would have begun to  th in k  about p o te n t ia l  c a r e e r s ,  b u t would no t 

y e t  be caught up in  th e  round o f  choosing  and ap p ly ing  fo r  adm ission to  

a p p ro p r ia te  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h ig h e r ed u ca tio n .

The names o f  a l l  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  and working c la s s  th ird -y e a r  

s tu d e n ts  who acco rd ing  to  th e i r  re c o rd s  had been born  in  Poznan were 

c o l le c te d ,  and th e  l i s t  tu rn ed  over to  th e  d i r e c to r  o f  th e  schoo l. The 

d i r e c to r  c a l le d  th e  s e le c te d  s tu d e n ts  to g e th e r  and ex p la in ed  b r ie f ly  

what I  was t ry in g  to  do. The s tu d e n ts  were to ld  t h a t  I  was in te re s te d  

in  th e  P o lish  language and wanted to  in te rv ie w  some s tu d e n ts  and t h e i r
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p a re n ts  to  see  what Poznafi speech was l i k e .  He th en  c a l le d  fo r  v o lu n te e rs . 

About h a l f  th e  s tu d e n ts  agreed to  p a r t i c i p a t e .  Of th e se  a  c e r ta in  number 

were e lim in a te d  bacause th e y  were n o t a f t e r  a l l  n a tiv e  to  Poznan, o r  in  

a  few c a s e s , because t h e i r  p a re n ts  were no t born in  P o land .^

The sam ple was f u r th e r  reduced  by th e  e lim in a tio n  o f  th o se  s tu 

d en ts  who had sp en t p a r t  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s  in  o th e r  c i t i e s ,  th o se  who l iv e d  

in  nearby  v i l l a g e s ,  and th o se  who f e l t  t h e i r  p a re n ts  would no t consent 

to  be in te rv ie w e d . A few who f e l l  in to  th e  l a s t  ca teg o ry  were subse- 

q u e s tly  re -a d d ed  to  th e  sam ple, s in c e  th e  p a re n ts  o f  o n ly  h a l f  th e  s tu 

d en ts  were to  be in te rv iew ed . Two a d d i t io n a l  s tu d e n ts , one fo u r th -y e a r  

and one seco n d -y ear, showed g re a t i n t e r e s t  in  th e  p ro je c t  and asked to  

be  in c lu d ed .

S ince w orking c la s s  s tu d e n ts  were u n d e rrep resen ted  in  th e  f i n a l  

sample chosen from th e  Lyceum, I  d ec id ed  to  com plete th e  sample w ith

s tu d e n ts  from an o th er schoo l. A v o c a tio n a l  h igh school was s e le c te d ;

however i t  was much more d i f f i c u l t  to  g e t access to  e i th e r  th e  s tu d e n ts  

o r  t h e i r  re c o rd s  th a t  i t  had been a t  th e  Lyceum. The d i r e c to r  o f  th e  

v o c a tio n a l schoo l agreed  to  l e t  me in to  th e  school and prom ised access 

to  th e  re c o rd s , b u t on ly  i f  I  f i r s t  o b ta in e d  w r i t te n  perm ission  from th e  

Board o f  E d ucation .

A fte r  t r y in g  fo r  fo u r weeks to  g e t a  d e f in i te  answer from th e

Board o f  E d u ca tio n , I  decided to  s e l e c t  y e t  an o ther sch o o l. The d i r e c to r

o f  th e  second v o c a tio n a l school s e le c te d  agreed  to  l e t  me in te rv iew  h is  

s tu d e n ts ,  b u t would n o t l e t  me see th e  en ro llm en t re c o rd s . S ince tim e , 

money, and my v is a  were a l l  runn ing  o u t ,  I  decided  to  use th e  s tu d en ts  

a t  t h a t  schoo l anyway. Inform ants were chosen in fo rm a lly , b u t were s t i l l
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screened  f o r  ag e , c l a s s ,  and p la c e  o f  b i r t h  and re s id e n c e .

In fo rm an ts in  th e  p a re n ta l  g e n e ra tio n  were chosen hy sex , c la s s ,  

and a v a i l a b i l i t y .  An e f f o r t  was made to  u se  o n ly  peop le  n a tiv e  to  Poz

nan in  t h i s  p o r t io n  o f  th e  sam ple, b u t t h i s  proved im p ra c tic a b le . How

e v e r , o n ly  peop le  who had l iv e d  in  Poznan fo r  a t  l e a s t  tw enty y ea rs  were 

in c lu d ed . Most o f  th e  persons in te rv iew ed  had l iv e d  th e re  co n sid e rab ly  

lo n g e r . (See Appendix A .)

P a re n ts  were v i s i t e d  in  t h e i r  homes; most had a lre ad y  been asked 

by t h e i r  c h ild re n  to  p a r t i c ip a t e .  I f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  fam ily  was n o t a t  

home, I  went to  th e  nex t one on th e  l i s t .  A lthough on any given  day I  

tended  to  l im i t  my v i s i t s  to  one p a r t  o f  town, I  made a p o in t o f  v i s i t i n g  

d i f f e r e n t  a re a s  on o th e r  days. The f in a l  sample c o n s is te d  o f  people from 

a l l  th e  m ajor r e s id e n t i a l  s e c tio n s  o f  Poznan.

The In te rv ie w  S e tt in g

A ll b u t one o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  were in te rv ie w ed  in  t h e i r  sch o o ls ; 

th e  rem aining s tu d e n t and a l l  th e  p a re n ts  were in te rv ie w ed  in  t h e i r  homes. 

I t  was f e l t  t h a t  ta p in g  th e  s tu d e n ts  a t  schoo l would a llow  more i n t e r 

views to  be conducted p er day, s in c e  we were n o t l im i te d  to  evening and 

weekend s e s s io n s . There w ere, however, some decid ed  drawbacks w ith  t h i s  

p ro ced u re .

The schoo l s e t t in g  had th e  e f f e c t  o f  fo rm a liz in g  th e  s i tu a t io n .  

S evera l o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  though t th a t  I  was t e s t i n g  t h e i r  read in g  a b i l i t y ,  

and t h e i r  re a d in g  and word l i s t  s ty le s  a re  p a r t i c u l a r ly  fo rma l . A nother 

drawback was th e  tim e l im i ta t io n  on th e  in te rv ie w s . S tuden ts  were i n t e r 

viewed d u rin g  t h e i r  f r e e  p e rio d s  o r  between c la s s e s ,  and many o f  them 

were in  a h u rry  to  g e t to  c la s s .  S ince most o f  th e  s tu d en ts  were i n t e r 
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viewed b e fo re  se ss io n s  w ith  th e  p a ren ts  were even "begun, I  d id  no t r e a l iz e  

th a t  th e  s tu d en t in te rv ie w s  were e x c e p tio n a lly  s h o r t ;  on th e  average , 

th e  c o n v e rsa tio n a l p o r tio n s  o f  th e  p a re n ts ' in te rv iew s  a re  alm ost tw ice 

as lo n g  as th o se  o f  th e  s tu d e n ts .

The major drawback, however, was re c o rd in g  c o n d itio n s . Although 

th e  home reco rd in g s  were l e s s  th an  id e a l ,  co n d itio n s  in  th e  schoo ls were 

abom inable. In  th e  Lyceum I  was o r ig in a l ly  g iven th e  use o f  an auditorium  

w ith  p re d ic ta b ly  b a rn - l ik e  a c o u s t ic s .  A few o f  th e  in te rv ie w s  were con

duc ted  in  sm all c lassroom s. Background n o ise  was o c c a s io n a lly  a  problem, 

e s p e c ia l ly  du ring  c la s s  changes.

Recording c o n d itio n s  in  th e  v o c a tio n a l schoo l can o n ly  be des

c r ib e d  as a p p a ll in g . The o n ly  room I  was allow ed to  use was a re c re a t io n  

room c o n ta in in g , among o th e r  d i s t r a c t io n s ,  a  piano which was in  co n stan t 

u se . The room was a f a v o r i te  g a th e rin g  p la c e  fo r  s tu d en ts  du rin g  th e i r  

f r e e  p e r io d s , and as many as  t h i r t y  people  would be th e re  a t  any one 

tim e . Not s u rp r is in g ly  some o f  th e  ta p e s  from t h i s  school were not usab le  

fo r  p h o n o lo g ica l a n a ly s is .

A fte r  our ex p erien ce  in  th e  sch o o ls , th e  home in te rv ie w s  seemed 

rem arkably  f r e e  from o u ts id e  n o is e , a lth o u g h  th e re  w ere , o f  co u rse , a 

number o f  d is t r a c t io n s  and in te r r u p t io n s .  The in te rv iew s  conducted in  

th e  homes co n ta ined  two more q u estio n s  th a n  th o se  in  th e  schoo ls  in  o rder 

to  a llo w  in te r a c t io n  between th e  s tu d en ts  and t h e i r  p a re n ts .

A ll in te rv iew s were reco rd ed  on a  Uher C124 c a s s e t te  re c o rd e r , 

u s in g  one o m n id irec tio n a l m icrophone. The microphone was p laced  on a 

ta b le  a  few f e e t  away from th e  in fo rm an t; whenever p o s s ib le  th e  tap e  

re c o rd e r  i t s e l f  was p laced  beh ind  o r to  th e  s id e  o f  th e  p erson  being
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in te rv ie w ed .

Format o f  th e  In te rv ie w

The in te rv ie w  was designed  to  e l i c i t  a  range o f  speech s ty le s  

from each sp e a k e r . The f i r s t  s e c t io n  c o n s is te d  o f  a l i s t  o f  Uo words, 

most o f  which formed s e ts  o f  minimal p a i r s .  (See appendix B f o r  a  copy 

o f  th e  in te rv ie w . ) S ec tio n  I I  was a  c lip p in g  from a newspaper which 

everyone was asked to  read  a lo u d . Both th e  word l i s t  and th e  read in g  

co n ta in ed  a l l  th e  vowels o f  P o lis h , as  w e ll as c e r ta in  consonan ts in  

which I  was in te r e s te d ;  many o f  th e  words which were in  th e  word l i s t  

a ls o  o ccu rred  in  th e  re a d in g .

S e c tio n  I I I  c o n s is te d  o f  a  s e t  o f  q u estions designed  to  e l i c i t  

two s ty le s  o f  speech , c a re fu l  c o n v e rsa tio n  and in fo rm al c o n v e rsa tio n .

The f i r s t  e ig h t  qu estio n s  d e a l t  w ith  language u se , p e rc e p tio n s  and a t t i 

tu d e s . In fo rm an ts  were asked w hether peop le  from Poznan spoke b e t t e r  o r 

worse th a n  people  from Warsaw and Krakow, i f  educated people  spoke b e t te r  

th a n  uneduca ted , and i f  th e re  were sex  d if fe re n c e s  in  speech . In  add i

t i o n ,  th e  in fo rm an ts  were asked i f  th e y  thought i t  was p o s s ib le  to  t e l l

a p e rso n ’s ag e , ed u ca tio n , o ccu p a tio n  and b ir th p la c e  from h is  o r  her 

speech.

The nex t two q u estio n s  d e a l t  w ith  ex p ec ta tio n s  and a s p ir a t io n s .  

People were asked what k ind  o f  job  th e y  would l ik e  to  have and what they

w anted to  be more th an  any th ing  e ls e  in  th e  w orld.

F in a l ly ,  q u estio n s  concern ing  a t t i tu d e s  tow ard th e  occu p a tio n a l 

c la s s  s t r u c tu r e  were asked . I  asked w hether i t  was b e t t e r  to  be a 

p h y s ic a l o r  m enta l w orker, and what f a c to r s  a person co n sid e red  o r
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should  co n sid e r when decid ing  on an o ccupation .

The in te rv ie w s  conducted in  th e  homes w ere s l ig h t ly  lo n g e r.

The s tu d en ts  w ere asked what th e y  thought o f  e d u c a tio n a l and o ccu p a tio n 

a l  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  in  Poland, and th e  p a re n ts  were th e n  asked i f  th e se  

o p p o r tu n it ie s  were b e t t e r  fo r  t h e i r  c h ild re n  th an  th e y  had been when 

th ey  them selves were young.

E l i c i t a t i o n  and A n a ly sis  o f  Speech S ty le s

The concep t o f  speech s ty le s  i s  a  c r u c ia l  one to  s o c io l in g u is 

t i c s .  I d e a l ly  th e  s o c io l in g u is t  would s tu d y  th e  v e rn a c u la r  o r  c a su a l 

speech, th e  s t y l e  in  which th e  minimum amount o f  a t t e n t io n  i s  p a id  to  

speech.

The v e rn a c u la r  i s  th e  s ty le  which c a r r ie s  th e  g r e a te s t  in 
t e r e s t  f o r  th e  s tudy  o f  l i n g u i s t i c  s t r u c tu r e  and language
change V ernacu lar ru le s  a re  more c o n s is te n t  th a n  th e  ru le s
used  in  fo rm al s t y l e s . . . t h e  v e rn a cu la r  i s  f r e e  o f  hypercor
r e c t io n .  . .  . I f  we a re  to  make th e o r e t i c a l ly  sound d is t in c 
t io n s  between o b lig a to ry  and v a r ia b le  r u l e s ,  we must base 
our o b se rv a tio n s  on th e  most c o n s is te n t  ty p e  o f  speech 
(Labov 1971:1^60-61).

U n fo rtu n a te ly , th e  v e rn a c u la r  i s  v i r t u a l l y  im possib le  fo r  th e  

l i n g u i s t  to  g e t and rec o rd  e th i c a l ly  s in ce  th e  p re sen ce  o f th e  i n v e s t i 

g a to r  a u to m a tic a lly  fo rm alizes  th e  s i tu a t io n .  However, i t  i s  p o s s ib le  

to  s t r u c tu r e  th e  in te rv ie w  s i t u a t io n  in  such a  way as  to  o b ta in  a num

b e r o f  s ty l e s ,  ran g in g  from ex trem ely  form al to  f a i r l y  c a su a l. By com

p a rin g  tu e  l i n g u i s t i c  behav io r o f  groups o r  in d iv id u a ls  acro ss  a ran g e  

o f  s ty le s  i t  i s  p o s s ib le  to  make g e n e ra l iz a t io n s  abou t l i n g u i s t i c  p ro 

c e sse s  and th e  r e la t io n s h ip s  betw een l in g u i s t i c  and s o c ia l  p ro c e sse s .

The tech n iq u es  used in  t h i s  s tu d y  a re  based  on th o s e  developed by Labov 

(I966;1972b).
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The fo u r  s ty le s  e l i c i t e d  in  th e  in te rv ie w  were word l i s t ,  th e  

most form al s ty l e ;  re a d in g , s t i l l  form al h u t w ith  connected speech; and 

two c o n v e rsa tio n a l s t y l e s ,  c a r e fu l  and in fo rm a l. The c o n v e rsa tio n a l 

s ty le s  were e l i c i t e d  in  an open-ended q u estio n  and answer se s s io n .

Every e f f o r t  was made to  keep th e  s e s s io n s  a s  in fo n n a l as 

p o s s ib le .  S ince  I  speak P o lish  w ith  an American a c c e n t, which caused 

th e  P o les to  slow down and speak more c a r e f u l ly ,  I  d id  no t conduct th e  

in te rv iew s  m y se lf. The in te rv ie w s  were conducted by a  male socio logy  

g rad u a te  s tu d e n t from Adam M ickiew icz U n iv e rs ity  in  Poznan. I  t r i e d  

to  rem ain as  u n o b tru s iv e  as  I  co u ld ; th i s  s t r a te g y  d id  no t always work 

however. Most o f  th e  a d u l ts  we in te rv iew ed  k ep t t r y in g  to  draw me in to  

th e  c o n v e rsa tio n ; se v e ra l commented th a t  I  was to o  shy. While I w el

comed th e  in c re a se d  d a ta  t h a t  t h i s  in te r a c t io n  gave, th e  inform ants 

would g e n e ra l ly  slow down t h e i r  speech w hile  a d d re ss in g  me, making th e  

s i tu a t io n  even more form al th an  i t  had been.

Most o f  th e  speak ers  appeared no t to  n o tic e  th e  ta p e  re c o rd e r , 

a lthough  a  few, t ry in g  to  be h e lp f u l ,  were c a r e f u l  to  face  th e  m icro

phone a t  every  u t te ra n c e .  L u ck ily , th i s  b eh av io r o ccu rred  o n ly  during  

th e  two re a d in g  s ty le s .

The word l i s t  and re a d in g  s ty le s  a re  s e lf - e x p la n a to ry . Speech 

g a th e red  d u rin g  th e  q u e s tio n  p o r tio n  o f th e  in te rv ie w  was d iv id ed  in to  

two c o n v e rsa tio n a l s ty le s ,  c a r e fu l  and in fo rm al (se e  Labov 1972b:70 -109). 

Speech was a u to m a tic a lly  c l a s s i f i e d  as c a re fu l  i f  i t  was th e  f i r s t  sen

ten ce  in  a  d i r e c t  response  to  a q u estio n  o r i f  i t  was d ire c te d  a t  me. 

Speech was a u to m a tic a lly  c la s s e d  as in form al i f  i t  was d ire c te d  to  a 

f r ie n d  o r  fam ily  member. For th o se  u tte ra n c e s  which d id  no t f i t  any o f
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th e s e  c a te g o r ie s ,  I  used o th e r  l i n g u i s t i c  and n o n lin g u is t ic  cues: speech 

tem po, vowel re d u c tio n  ( th e  p resence  o f  schw a), p o s tu re  o r  speech occur

r in g  w hile  th e  responden t was paying  a t t e n t io n  to  som ething o th e r  than  

th e  in te rv ie w . N a rra tiv e s  were c la s s e d  as  in fo rm al in  most c a se s . For 

example, in  responding  to  th e  q u e s tio n , "Are o p p o r tu n i t ie s  in  Poland 

to d ay  b e t t e r  fo r  your c h ild re n  th a n  th e y  were when you were young?" 

many o f  th e  in fo rm an ts to ld  us about t h e i r  ex p erien ces  d u rin g  and a f t e r  

th e  w ar. Much in fo rm al speech was g a th e re d  w ith  t h i s  one q u e s tio n .

During th e  in te rv ie w s  in  homes we encouraged th e  p re sen ce  o f 

o th e r  fam ily  members. This ten d ed  to  make th e  atm osphere l e s s  fo rm al, 

and o f te n  th e  person  being  in te rv iew ed  would add ress th e  o n -lo o k e rs , 

p ro v id in g  more in fo rm al speech . Whenever p o s s ib le ,  we in te rv iew ed  hus

bands and wives to g e th e r .  O ften th e  couple  would g e t in to  a  l iv e ly  

d eb a te  about th e  q u estio n s  we asked , and would te a s e  each o th e r  about 

t h e i r  answ ers. This k ind  o f  in te r a c t io n  a lso  added to  th e  amount o f 

in fo n n a l speech g a th e red . The f i n a l  two q u estio n s  on th e  in te rv ie w  

schedu le  a lso  p rov ided  some in fo rm al speech  from some v e ry  form al speak

e r s .  The most c o l lo q u ia l  speech I  have on ta p e  i s  from a man who was 

th e  most form al in  th e  re ad in g  s ty l e s ,  and v ery  c au tio u s  in  h is  conver

s a t io n a l  s ty le .  However, he and h is  17 y e a r o ld  daugh ter go t in to  a 

’n .v id  argument about o p p o r tu n i t ie s  fo r  young people to d ay . The s ty le  

s h i f t i n g  shown by t h i s  in d iv id u a l i s  in c r e d ib le .

Even u s in g  th e  above g u id e l in e s ,  many o f  th e  d e c is io n s  about 

what s ty le  a speaker was u s in g  were s u b je c t iv e .  Some o f  th e  speakers 

never re la x e d  a t  a l l  du rin g  th e  in te rv ie w ; o th e rs  were com pletely  a t  

ease  and went about t h e i r  household  ro u t in e s  as  though we were no t even



29

th e r e .  The r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  i s  t h a t  what i s  form al speech f o r  one person 

sounds l i k e  an o th er p e rso n ’s in fo rm al speech . Any u tte ra n c e  about which 

I  was unsure  was c la s s e d  as c a r e f u l ,  so t h a t  any e r ro r  would be on th e  

c o n se rv a tiv e  s id e .

The V ariab les

The v a r ia b le s  f o r  a n a ly s is  were chosen fo r  b o th  pragm atic  and 

th e o r e t i c a l  re a so n s . The f i r s t  c r i t e r i o n  was th a t  th ey  must be e a s i ly  

i d e n t i f i a b l e ,  s in ce  I  am not a  n a tiv e  speaker o f  P o lish . Second, th ey  

must have been observed  to  va ry ; t h i s  v a r ia t io n  cou ld  have been noted 

e i th e r  in fo rm a lly  o r  in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e .  F in a l ly ,  th e  v a r ia b le  chosen, 

o r  r a th e r  th e  q u estio n s  r a i s e d  by t h e i r  v a r ia t io n ,  must have th e o r e t ic a l  

s ig n if ic a n c e  fo r  th e  f i e l d  o f  l i n g u i s t i c s .

The f i r s t  v a r ia b le s  chosen were th e  n a sa l vowels (g) and (g) 

which occu rred  in  b o th  n a sa l and o ra l  v a r ia n t s ,  (g) f i t  a l l  th e  c r i t e r i a  

l i s t e d  above ; (g) however proved to  be alm ost c a te g o r ic a l ly  n a sa liz e d , 

and was no t analyzed .

The second s e t  o f  vowels chosen was (o) and ( a ) ,  b o th  o f  which 

sesned  to  be invo lved  in  a chain  s h i f t .  Only v a r ia t io n s  in  (a ) w il l  

be d iscu ssed  h e re , however. This cho ice  was a lso  made fo r  pragm atic 

re a so n s ; a n a ly s is  o f  t h i s  type  i s  ex trem ely  tim e-consum ing. An a n a ly s is  

o f  (o) and a f u l l  e x p lic a t io n  o f  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  between (o) and (a) 

w i l l  be p re sen ted  a t  a l a t e r  d a te .

A nalysis  o f  th e  V a riab le s  

The two v a r ia b le s  were analyzed  independen tly  o f  each o th e r ;

(a ) was no t co n sid e red  u n t i l  th e  a n a ly s is  o f  (g) was com plete. This
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m inim ized th e  chance o f  th e  r e s u l t s  from one a n a ly s is  b ia s in g  th e  o th e r .

S im ila r  methods were used  in  each a n a ly s is .  F i r s t  each occur

ren ce  o f  th e  s e le c te d  v a r ia b le  was no ted  in  th e  l i n g u i s t i c  environm ent 

in  which i t  o ccu rred . Next a  judgment o f  which v a r ia n t  th e  v a r ia b le  was 

r e a l iz e d  a s  was made, and th e  r e s u l t  tra n s c r ib e d . A ll judgm ents and t r a n 

s c r ip t io n s  were im p re s s io n is t ic ;  a  sound spectograph was no t a v a i la b le .

A sample o f  my t r a n s c r ip t io n  f o r  each v a r ia b le  was checked by an o ther
O

p h o n e tic ia n  ; h is  a n a ly s is  o f  •(§) ag reed  com pletely w ith  mine. We had . 

95^ agreem ent on th e  a n a ly s is  o f  ( a ) ;  in  every d isp u te d  case  my judgment 

was more c o n se rv a tiv e  th an  h i s .

I  l i s t e n e d  to  th e  com plete corpus four tim es d u rin g  th e  a n a ly s is  

o f  (§) and th re e  tim es fo r  ( a ) .  Any cases about which I  cou ld  not re a ch  

a d e c is io n  were d isc a rd e d  ( le s s  th a n  1^ o f  the  co rp u s ); b o rd e r lin e  case s  

o f  (a ) were r o u t in e ly  ass igned  to  th e  more co n se rv a tiv e  ca teg o ry . In  

o rd e r  to  keep my e x p ec ta tio n s  from b ia s in g  th e  r e s u l t s  coding fo r  s ty le  

was o n ly  done a f t e r  a l l  th e  l i n g u i s t i c  in fo rm ation  was coded.

I n  any im p re s s io n is tic  a n a ly s is  some b ia s  i s  in e v i ta b le .  In  

an a ttem p t to  m inim ize such b i a s ,  I  was as co n se rv a tiv e  as p o s s ib le  in  

a l l  judgm ents. In  a d d it io n , s in c e  when I  was a c tu a l ly  t r a n s c r ib in g  th e  

d a ta  I  d id  n o t know what to  expec t in  term s o f l i n g u i s t i c  p ro c e sse s , in 

v e s t ig a to r  b ia s  was m inim al. L is te n in g  and t r a n s c r ib in g  e r ro r s  a re  a lso  

m inim al, a s  shown by th e  s y s te m a tic ity  o f  th e  r e s u l t s .



CHAPTER III 

THE ANALYSIS OF (g)^>5

P rev io u s  S tu d ie s  o f  N asa l Vowels in  P o lis h  

The l i t e r a t u r e  on P o lish  n a s a l  vowels shows a  g re a t d e a l o f  

confusion  about th e  phonemic s t a t u s ,  d i s t r i b u t io n ,  p h o n e tic  r e a l i z a t i o n ,  

and even th e  e x is te n c e  o f  th e se  segm ents. S tank iew icz  (1956) d en ies  

phonemic s ta tu s  to  / § / ,  c la im ing  "The n a sa l vowel / § /  i s  in  f r e e  v a r i 

a t io n  w ith  / e /  in  emphatic o r ,  r a t h e r ,  a r t i f i c i a l  speech . In  c o l lo 

q u ia l  s tan d a rd  P o l is h  th e re  i s  no o p p o s it io n  betw een, e .g .  /z e m 'e / 

' l a n d s ' ( p i . )  and /z e m 'e / 'l a n d ' (a c c . s g . ) .  The two forms a re  homo

nymous" (1956: 520) .  In  h is  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  vowel system  o f  th e  W iel- 

kopolska d i a l e c t ,  he c la im s th e re  a re  on ly  5 o r a l  vowels / i  e a  o u /  

and no n a sa l vow els.

In  h is  d e s c r ip t io n  o f th o se  P o lish  d ia le c t s  which he m a in ta in s  

do have n a sa l vow els, S tankiew icz n o te s  "The P o lish  n a sa l vowels show a 

g re a t  d e a l o f  o s c i l l a t i o n  in  t h e i r  ph o n e tic  q u a l i ty  and in  th e  degree 

o f  t h e i r  n a s a l i t y . . . .C u l tu ra l ,  s o c i a l ,  sex  and age f a c to r s  a ls o  a f f e c t  

th e  n a sa l vowels more r e a d i ly  th an  th e  o r a l  vow els" (1956:526). This 

i s  i t s e l f  a ve ry  a s tu te  o b se rv a tio n , and i s  j u s t i f i e d  by o b se rv a tio n  o f  

th e  n a sa l vowel / g /  in  th e  Poznan d i a l e c t .

Bgk, in  a  d is c u s s io n  o f  / g /  in  S tandard  P o l i s h ,  ag rees  w ith

31
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S tan k iew icz ' s o b se rv a tio n s  o f  th e  phonetic  r e a l i z a t i o n :  "The vowel § 

a t  th e  end o f  a  word has weak n a s a l iz a t io n  in  c a r e f u l  speech , and in  

c o llo q u ia l  speech a  com plete la c k  o f  n a s a l iz a t io n "  (1977:53).

Entenman (1977) b e lie v e s  t h a t  "P o lish  has n a s a l iz a t io n  b e fo re  

co n tin u an ts  b u t no t b e fo re  s to p s"  (1977:31). He su g g es ts  th a t  th e  n a sa l 

vowels in  P o lish  a re  in  a  p ro cess  o f  change, and t h a t  t h i s  change has 

c o n s is te d  in  p a r t  o f  th e  in t r u s io n  o f  n a sa l co n so n an ts : "The p a t te r n  

in  modern P o lish  i s  a c tu a l ly  th e  r e s u l t  o f  a p ro c e ss  o f  d e n a s a l iz a t io n , 

which re c re a te s  a  ty p e  o f  VN sequence [vowel fo llow ed  by n a sa l conson

a n t]  in  th e  p la ce  o f  a  n a sa l vowel" (1977:32). The e x is te n c e  o f  th e  

d iphthong Cew] he ex p la in s  as  an in te rv e n in g  s ta g e  in  N -lo ss: "P o lish  

may have developed such a segment [u n d erly in g  n a s a l  g l id e ]  b e fo re  con

t in u a n ts  and w ord-boundaries" (1977:88). Ruhlen (1978:230) m entions 

th a t  th e  appearance o f  a  [w] o f f g l id e  i s  no t an uncommon s tag e  in  th e  

development o f  n a sa l vow els.

The most c a r e fu l  s tu d y  o f  th e  P o lish  n a s a l  vowels has been 

done by M aria Zagorska Brooks (1968). Brooks, l i k e  S tank iew icz , i s  

p r im a rily  in te r e s t e d  in  th e  phonemic s ta tu s  o f  th e  n a sa l vow els, and 

a tta c k e d  th e  problem  th rough  an aco u s tic  s tu d y  o f  th e  phonetic  r e a l i z a 

tio n s  o f  th e se  segments in  th e  Warsaw d ia le c t .  She dev ised  an e x p e r i

ment u s in g  th e  speech o f  fo u r educated  males in  t h e i r  tw e n tie s , a l l  o f  

whom she co n sid e red  to  be speakers  o f  th e  Warsaw d i a l e c t .  Only two o f  

th e  speakers  were a c tu a l ly  from Warsaw; however she m ain ta in s  t h a t  th e  

o th e r  two, one from th e  sou th  and one from th e  e a s t  o f  Poland, spoke th e  

Warsaw d ia le c t  w ith o u t a  t r a c e  o f  a  re g io n a l a c c e n t .  She, l ik e  Entenmen, 

suggests  th a t  th e  n a sa l vowels a re  undergoing change: "The o b je c t iv e  o f
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th e  experim ent vas to  in v e s t ig a te  th e  speech o f  th e  younger g e n e ra tio n , 

and t h a t  i s  why th e  speech o f  Warsaw s tu d en ts  and te a c h e rs  was analyzed 

as  r e p re s e n ta t iv e  o f  new ten d en c ie s  in  CSP” [Contemporary S tan d ard  P o lish ]  

(1968 : 26 ) .  She ag rees w ith  o th e rs  th a t  "T h e ir d i s t r ib u t io n  i s  l im ite d  

to  two p o s i t io n s :  b e fo re  f r i c a t i v e s  and w o rd - f in a l ly " . S ince  b e fo re  

f r i c a t i v e s  "Cg] and Cg] may be co n sid ered  as v a r ia n ts  o f  th e  groups /o n / 

and / e n / . . . th e  w o rd -f in a l p o s i t io n  becomes c ru c ia l"  (1966 :13 ).

She found in  h e r  experim ent th a t  w o rd -f in a l / g /  o ccu rs  in  CSP 

in  th r e e  v a r i e t i e s :  as Ce], a s  Cew] and a s  Cei^]. The f i r s t  two v a r ia n ts  

f lu c tu a te  in  th e  c o l lo q u ia l  speech o f  educated  Warsaw P o les  whereas th e  

t h i r d  one "occurs on ly  in  em phatic o r d e l ib e ra te  speech" (l968:Uo).  Only 

lh% to  17% o f  w o rd -f in a l / g /  showed any n a s a l i ty .

She concludes th a t  th e  n a sa l vowels in  P o lish  no lo n g e r  have 

phonemic s t a t u s ,  s in ce  th e y  occur e i th e r  as  o ra l  v a r ia n ts  o r  as  n a sa l 

v a r ia n ts  o f  VN sequences o r  as  o r a l  vowels follow ed by th e  phoneme /w/ 

(1968:11).

Although Brooks' study  i s  by f a r  th e  most p a in s ta k in g  and com

p le te  re se a rc h  done, i t  s t i l l  has some problems and le a v e s  some q u estions 

unanswered a s ,  o f  c o u rse , do th e  o th e r  s tu d ie s  c i t e d .  For example, none 

o f  th e  s tu d ie s  accounts fo r  th e  observed occurrences o f  n a sa l v a r ia n ts  

o f  / g /  in  c o llo q u ia l  speech; none co n sid e rs  th e  p o s s ib le  fu n c tio n  o f th e  

r e te n t io n  o f  n a s a l i ty  by some sp eak ers .

In  t h i s  study  I  am n o t concerned w ith  th e  phonemic s ta tu s  o f 

/ g /  in  P o lis h , a lthough  I  b e l ie v e  th a t  th e  most parsim onious d e s c r ip tio n  

o f  P o lis h  would in c lu d e  b o th  / g /  and /g /  as  phonemes. R a th e r, I  in ten d  

to  show th a t  a study o f  P o lish  n a sa l novels from th e  p o in t o f  view o f
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v a r ia t io n  th e o ry , s p e c i f i c a l ly  o f  th e  vowel / § /  in  w o rd -f in a l p o s i t io n ,  

can h e lp  to  answer some o f  th e  q u estio n s  l e f t  unanswered by more t r a d i 

t io n a l  app ro ach es, and can add new in fo rm a tio n  about th e  r o le  s o c ia l  

fo rce s  p la y  in  th e  r e a l i z a t io n  and developm ent o f  t h i s  vowel.

The A nalysis o f  {§)

Follow ing  B rooks’ su g g es tio n , th e  n a sa l  vowel (g) in  w o rd -f in a l 

p o s i t io n  was an a ly zed . 859 occurrences o f  th e  v a r ia b le  were found in  

th e se  d a ta . Four v a r ia n ts  o f  (g) were d is tin g u ish e d :

(ë ) -  a  monophthongs! n a sa l vowel 53 tokens (6.2%)

(ew) -  a  diphthong which may o r  may no t c a rry  n a s a l iz a t io n

285 tokens (33.2%)

(eïï) -  a vowel fo llow ed by a n a sa l consonant I 88 tokens (21.9%)

(e ) -  an o r a l  monophthong 333 tokens (38 . 8%)

Of th e se  v a r i a n t s ,  th e  f i r s t  th re e  were co n sid ered  to  be n a sa l v a r ia n ts ;  

(e ) was co n sid e red  com pletely  d e n asa liz e d . Of th e  n a sa l  v a r ia n t s ,  (ë ) 

and (ew) a re  co n sid e red  to  be " s tan d a rd "  o r  p re s t ig e  forms by speakers 

o f  P o lis h . The u se  o f  (eN) in  any p h o n o lo g ica l environm ent o th e r  th an  

p reced ing  a  s to p  i s  s tig m a tiz ed .

Each occu rrence  o f  th e  v a r ia b le  was a lso  coded f o r  e ig h t con

d it io n in g  f a c to r s :  s t r e s s ;  th e  gram m atical form in  which th e  v a r ia b le  

o ccu rred ; th e  manner o f  a r t i c u la t io n  o f  th e  fo llow ing  segm ent; speech 

s ty le ;  sex , ag e , and s o c ia l  c la s s  o f  th e  sp eak er; and th e  in d iv id u a l 

sp eak e r.

The d a ta  were coded in  a form at s u i ta b le  fo r  com puter a n a ly s is ,  

and th e  in fo rm a tio n  was t r a n s fe r r e d  to  computer c a rd s . C ro ss ta b u la tio n s  

o f  dependent w ith  independent v a r ia b le s  were run u sin g  th e  C rosstabs
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subprograms o f  th e  S t a t i s t i c a l  Package fo r  th e  S o c ia l S ciences. The r e 

s u l t s  a re  p re se n te d  in  th e  c h a r ts .

L in g u is tic  C o n stra in ts  on th e  V a ria b le  

S tre s s

S tr e s s  tu rn e d  o u t to  be th e  l e a s t  i n t e r e s t in g  o f  th e  c o n d itio n 

ing  f a c to r s .  Out o f  a  t o t a l  o f 73 s t r e s s e d  o c cu rren c e s , on ly  th re e  were 

d e n a sa liz e d . S tr e s s  i s  in  e f f e c t  a  c a te g o r ic a l  c o n s tr a in t  on th e  dena

s a l i z a t io n  r u l e .  C a teg o rica l c o n s tr a in ts  "a re  sometimes com pletely  ca

te g o r ic a l ,  b u t more o f te n  we might c a l l  them se m i-c a te g o ric a l:  th e y  ap p ly  

in  98-99  p e rc e n t o f  th e  c a se s , so th a t  v io la t io n s  a re  r a re  and re p o r ta b le "  

(Labov 1927a:117). V a ria tio n  which occurs in  u n s tre s se d  tokens (see 

f ig u re  1 ) i s  c o n s tra in e d  by o th e r l in g u i s t i c  and s o c ia l  f a c to r s .

N/%

1 52 53
ë)

l.h% 6.6^ 6.2%

ew)
kk 2kl 285

39 M 30.7% 33 . 2%

eN)
25 163 168

3k.7% 20 . 7% 21 . 9%

e)
3 330 333

k.1% 1+2.0% 38 . 8%

N= 73 786 859

Figure 1: Variants of (g) by stress
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G ram m atical Form 

A U  o ccu rren ces  o f  th e  v a r ia b le  were coded f o r  th e  gram m atical 

form in  w hich th e y  o c c u rre d . These forms in c lu d e d  n e u te r  noun, fem in ine 

gender a c c u s a t iv e  noun, a d v e rb , v e rb , th e  r e f l e x iv e  p a r t i c l e  s i§ ,  and 

th e  word f o r  " p le a s e ” , p ro s z e .

The gram m atical form had l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on  th e  v a r ia n t  s e le c te d .  

Most c o r r e la t io n s  (see  f ig u r e  2) a re  p robab ly  o b scu red  by s t y l i s t i c  in 

f lu e n c e s  (se e  S ty le  b e lo w ). F or exam ple, 95^ o f  a l l  v a r ia n ts  in  verbs 

w ere ( e ) .  However, th e  v a r ia b le  (§) occurs  in  v e rb s  o n ly  in  th e  f i r s t  

p e rso n  s in g u la r  form; a l l  th e s e  to k en s a re  th e r e f o r e  from th e  conversa

t i o n a l  s t y l e s .  N eu ter nouns w ith  (e ) on th e  o th e r  hand o ccu rred  on ly  

in  th e  r e a d in g , and Q8.k% a re  n a s a l iz e d .

N/%

(g)
3

5.8%

3

k.3%

25
5.6%

k
8 . 2%

0

0 . 0%

---------------- Zs,

18

1 0 . 1%

53

6 . 2%

(ew)
l 6 ho 162 25 1 k l 285

30.8% 58.0% 36 . 3% 51 . 0% 1 . 5% 2 3 . 0% 33.2%

(eN)
1 18 125 12 2 30 188

1.9% 26 . 1% 28.0% 2 k . 5% 3.1% 16 . 9% 21 . 9%

(e)
32 8 13U 8 62 89 333

61.5% 11.6% 30.0% 16 . 3% 95 M 50 . 0% 38 . 8%

N = 52 69 hk6 k9 65 178

Figure 2: Variants of (§) by grammatical form
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Manner of Articulation of the Following Segment
Each o ccu rrence  o f  th e  v a r ia b le  was coded fo r  th e  manner o f  

a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  segm ent. The d is t in c t io n s  made were p e r 

haps f in e r  th a n  n e ce ssa ry , b u t th e  d e c is io n  seems to  have been j u s t i f i e d ;  

no two c a te g o r ie s  a re  c lo se  enough in  t h e i r  e f f e c t  on th e  v a r ia b le  to  

c o lla p se  in to  one.

Environm ents coded were fo llow ing  s to p , f r i c a t i v e ,  g l id e ,  t r i l l ,  

l iq u id  and vow el. I f  no segment fo llow ed , i . e . ,  i f  th e  v a r ia b le  o ccu rred  

a t  th e  end o f  an u t te r a n c e ,  th e  manner o f  a r t i c u l a t i o n  was coded as 

"p au se" . Follow ing n a s a l  consonan ts and / i /  were co n sidered  to  be neu

t r a l i z i n g  environm ents, and occu rren ces  o f  (§) were no t counted in  th e se  

environm ents. /4 /  in  t h i s  d ia le c t  i s  always r e a l iz e d  as CwD, th e re fo re  

any occurrence  o f  th e  v a r ia b le  o th e r  th an  ( eîT) would be heard  as ( ew) ; 

a l l  occu rrences b e fo re  a  n a sa l consonant would be heard  as (eN).

The effects of the following phonological environment on the 

realization of the variable are very interesting indeed.
A ccording to  re fe re n c e s  c i te d  e a r l i e r  (Brooks I 968; S tank iew icz  

1956 ) we would expect to  f in d  t h a t  th e  v a r ia b le  was always r e a l iz e d  as 

(eN) b e fo re  s to p s , as  (ë ) o r  (ew) b e fo re  f r i c a t i v e s ,  l iq u id s  and g l id e s ,  

and (e) b e fo re  a  pause. This i s  not what th e  d a ta  show, however (see  

f ig u re  3 ) .

Only o f  th e  v a r ia n ts  b e fo re  a  s to p  a r e  (eN); d iphthongs a re  

most l i k e l y  to  occur b e fo re  a  pause ( 56 .% )  and o r a l  vowels occur in  a l l  

environm ents. In  f a c t ,  a l l  v a r ia n ts  occur in  a l l  p o s s ib le  p h o n o lo g ica l 

environm ents, w ith  on ly  one ex cep tio n : (ë ) never occurs  b e fo re  a  vowel.
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N/%

(ë) 0 Ik 10 2 2 2 23 53
0.0% 35.9% 3.1% 5.4% 1 . 5% 9 . 1% 8.0% 6.2%

(ew) 7 11 162 14 10 7 74 289
36.6% 28.2% 50.8% 37 . 8% 7 . 3% 31.8% 25 . 9% 33.2%

(eN) 1 k k6 1 63 5 68 188

5.3% 10.3% lk.k% 2 . 7% 46.0% 2 2 . 7% 23.8% 2 1 . 9%

(e) 11 10 101 20 62 8 121 333

57.9% 25 . 6% 31 . 7% 54 . 1% 45 . 3% 3 6 . 4% 42.3% 3 8 . 8%

N = 19 39 319 37 137 22 286

F ig u re  3: V a ria n ts  o f  (§) by manner o f  a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  fo llo w in g  segment

S o c ia l  C o n s tra in ts  on D e n asa liz a tio n  

The p reced in g  f ig u re s  and d is c u s s io n  show t h a t  l i n g u i s t i c  fa c 

to r s  a lo n e  w i l l  n o t p ro v id e  an adequate e x p lan a tio n  f o r  th e  observed 

v a r ia t io n  in  th e  p h o n e tic  r e a l i z a t io n  o f  w o rd -f in a l ( e ) .  The only  con

s i s t e n t  e f f e c t  no ted  was th a t  o f  s t r e s s ;  a l l  s t r e s s e d  to kens a re  n a sa l

iz e d .

E i th e r  th e  rem ain ing  o ccu rrences a re  in  f r e e  v a r ia t io n ,  or 

o th e r  c o n s t r a in t s  a re  a c tin g  on th e  r u l e .  In  t h i s  s e c t io n  th e  e f f e c ts  

o f  speech s t y l e ,  s e x , age and s o c ia l  c la s s  w i l l  be p re s e n te d .
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S ty le

The e f f e c t s  o f  th e  s ty le  o f  speech  on th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  (§)

a re  s t r a i g h t  forward, and need l i t t l e  d is c u s s io n  (se e  f ig u r e  U).

D e n a z a liz a tio n  never occu rs  in  th e  most form al s t y l e  (word

l i s t ) ;  i t  o ccu rs  96.3^ o f  th e  tim e  in  th e  most in fo rm al s t y l e .  There

i s  a  sh a rp  b re a k  betw een th e  fo rm al and th e  c o n v e rsa tio n a l s ty le s .  De

n a s a l iz a t io n  o ccu rs  o n ly  l6.k% o f  th e  tim e  in  th e  re a d in g  s t y l e ,  b u t in  

S6.0% o f  th e  o ccu rren ces  in  th e  c a r e f u l  c o n v e rsa tio n a l s t y l e .

N/%

( i )
3

h.2%

0

8.9%

5

2.5%

h5

0.0%

53

6.2%

(ew)
52 1 17 215 285

72.2% k2.5% 8.5% 1.2% 33.2%

(eN)
17 2 6 163 188

23.6% 32.2% 3.0% 2.2% 21.9%

(e )
0 73 172 83 333

0.0% l6.h% 86.0% 96.3% 38.8%

N= 72 506 200 81

Figure 4: Variants of (g) by style
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Age

The e f f e c t s  o f  th e  age o f  th e  speaker a re  s l i g h t ,  h u t th e re  a re  

some in te r e s t in g  ten d en c ie s  which should  he no ted  ( f ig u re  5 ) , p a r t i c u 

l a r l y  in  th e  ch o ice  o f  n a sa l v a r ia n t s .  The v a r ia n t  (ew) accounts f o r  

39'b% o f  th e  s tu d e n ts ' t o t a l  to k en s; i t  i s  6l{& o f  t h e i r  n a sa l v a r ia n t s .  

The same v a r ia n t  i s  used in  27.6^ o f  a l l  cases  hy th e  p a re n ts ;  h u t (ew) 

accounts fo r  o n ly  k'J.3% o f  t h e i r  n a sa l to k en s.

The p a re n ts  a ls o  ten d  to  d e n a sa liz e  th e  v a r ia b le  more th an  do 

th e  s tu d e n ts .

3h 19 53
(ë) 8.h% k.2% 6.2%

160 125 285
(ew) 39 Mo 27.6% 33 . 2%

(eM) 68 120 188

16.7% 26.5% 2 1 . 9%

(e)
lUU 189 333

35.5% i+1 . 7% 38 . 8%

N = l+06 453 859

Figure 5: Variants of (e) hy age
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Sex

The sex o f  th e  sp eak e r had l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on th e  v a r ia n t  o f  (§) 

chosen (see  f ig u re  6 ) . Men were s l i g h t ly  more l i k e l y  to  d en asa lize  th e  

vowel th a n  were women; women ten d ed  to  use th e  (ew) and (eN) v a r ia n ts  

more th a n  th e  men. However, none o f  th e se  d if fe re n c e s  i s  s t r ik in g .

U51 k08

(ë )
23

5.1%

30

l.k%
53
6 . 2%

(ew) 161

3 6 . 1%

12h

hl.jfc
285
33.2%

(eN)
lOU

2 3 . 1%

81+

20.6%

188

2 1 . 9%

(e) 163

35 . 7%

170

30.4%

333

38 . 8%

859

Figure 6: Variants of (g) by sex
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S o c ia l C lass

Two r e s u l t s  o f  s o c ia l  c la s s  membership on th e  occu rren ce  o f  

(g) a r e  notew orthy  ( f ig u re  7 ) .  The w orking c la s s  ten d  to  d e n a s a liz e  

l e s s  (3 0 .6 ^ ) th a n  e i th e r  th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  {k2.9%) o r  th e  in te rm e d ia te  

group (43.2% ). In  a d d i t io n ,  th e  w orking c la s s  speakers a re  much more 

l i k e l y  to  u se  th e  (eN) v a r ia n t  th a n  a re  th e  o th e r  two groups. (eN) 

accoun ts  fo r  54.5% o f  a l l  th e  n a sa l v a r ia n ts  used  hy th e  w orking c l a s s ,  

w h ile  i t  com prises 22.4% o f  th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a 's  n a sa l v a r ia n ts  and 

28.9% o f  th e  in te rm e d ia te  g ro u p 's .

These r e s u l t s  su g g est t h a t  which v a r ia n t  th e  groups choose may 

be more im p o rtan t th an  how o f te n  th e y  app ly  th e  d e n a s a liz a t io n  r u le .

N/%

(ë) 34

8.1%
5
3.4%

14

4.8%
53
6.2%

(ew) 153

36.3%

54

37.0%

78

2 6 . 8%
285
33.2%

(eN) 154

12.8%

24

l6.4%

110

37.8%

188

21.9%

(e) l 8 l

42.9%

63

43.2%
89

30.6%
333
38.8%

N = 422 146 291 859

F igure  7 : V a ria n ts  o f  ( g) by c la s s
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P a tte rn s  o f  N a sa liz a tio n  by C la s s , Age, and S ty le  

F ig u res  8 and 9 show th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f  n a sa l v a r ia n ts  in  a l l  

s ty le s  by c la s s  and age groups. The s tu d e n ts  ( f ig u re  8) use no n a sa l 

v a r ia n ts  in  th e  in fo rm al s ty le ;  on ly  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  u se  any n a sa l v a r

ia n ts  in  th e  c a r e f u l  s t y l e .  Note th e  c ro sso v e r p a t te rn :  in  th e  read in g  

s ty le  th e  w orking c la s s  speakers n a s a l iz e  87% o f  a l l  p o s s ib le  forms w hile  

th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  speakers  n a sa liz e  8]^ . A lthough t h i s  d if f e re n c e  i s  

s l ig h t  i t  i s  im p o rta n t, because i t  in d ic a te s  th e  p resence  o f  hypercor

r e c t io n ,  th e  g r e a te r  u se  o f  p re s t ig e  v a r ia n ts  by a low er rank ing  s o c ia l  

group. T his h y p e rc o rre c tio n  i s  p a r t i c u la r ly  s t r ik in g  s in c e  no n a sa l 

v a r ia n ts  occu r in  th e  c a re fu l  c o n v e rsa tio n a l s ty le  o f  th e  working c la s s  

s tu d e n ts .

The cu rve  fo r  th e  p a re n ts  ( f ig u re  9) i s  s im ila r ,  b u t c la s s  d i f 

fe ren ces  a re  even more s tro n g ly  marked. Here in  th e  read in g  s ty l e ,  where 

th e  c ro sso v e r p a t te r n  o c cu rs , th e  working c la s s  uses n a sa l v a r ia n ts  in  

9 0^ o f  a l l  p o s s ib le  o ccu rren ces , th e  in te rm e d ia te  group in  93/5, and th e  

i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  in  8l%.

N asal V arian ts  in  th e  Reading S ty le  

F ig u re  10 shows th e  d is t r io u c io n  among th e  age and c la s s  groups 

in  th e  re a d in g  s t y l e .  The read in g  s ty le  was chosen fo r  t h i s  type  o f  

a n a ly s is  because  i t  i s  th e  on ly  s ty le  in  which a l l  speakers  had a la rg e  

number o f  o ccu rren ces  o f  th e  v a r ia b le  in  th e  same phono log ica l env iron

m ents. There were 15 words in  th e  re a d in g  which ended in  (§ ) , and o f  

course  everyone re a d  th e  same passage.

The graph shows th e  dram atic d if f e r e n c e s  in  th e  cho ice  o f  v a r

ia n ts  by th e  d i f f e r e n t  c la s s e s ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  in  th e  p a re n ta l  g e n e ra tio n .
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100 %

9 0 % -

8 0 %

70%

5 0 %

5 0 %

3 0 %

2 0 %

10%

Informal Careful Word ListReading
Intelligentsia
Intermediate Group* 
Working Class

Students

Figure 8: Distribution of nasal variants (ê), (ew), (eN): Students
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Intelligentsia

Careful Reading Word List

Intermediate Group............

Working Class - - - - - - -
Parents

Figure 9" Distribution of nasal variants (i), (ew), (eN): Parents



Figure 10: Realization of the variable in the reading style by age and class

e ew e eNIntelligentsia 18.8 52.9 10.3 18.8

e ew --- eN— ...
Intermediate 7.1 50.0 1*2.9

Working Class
e ew ë eN

10 . U 1 5 .6 h.2 6 9 .8

Parents

e ew ... ?------ eN
Intelligentsia 18.5 1*8.1 14.8 18.5

e ew ë eN
Intermediate 27.1* 1*5.2 8.1 19.1*

Working Class
e ew ë eN

1*7.1* 7.1* 32 .6

All figures are percentages.
Students

4r-o\
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The i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  p a re n ts  u se  th e  (eN) v a r ia n t  in  on ly  about 19% o f  a l l  

p o s s ib le  env ironm ents, compared to  43% f o r  th e  in te rm e d ia te  group and 

n e a r ly  7C% f o r  th e  w orking c la s s .

The d if fe re n c e  among th e  s tu d e n ts  i s  l e s s  s t r i k in g .  I n t e l l i g e n t 

s i a  and in te rm e d ia te  s tu d e n ts  use (eN) w ith  approx im ate ly  th e  same f r e 

quency, ab o u t 19%. The working c la s s  s tu d e n ts  u se  i t  32.6% o f  th e  tim e; 

more th a n  th e  o th e r  s tu d e n ts  b u t l e s s  th a n  h a l f  a s  o f te n  as  t h e i r  p a re n ts .

P hono log ica l Environm ents o f  ( eN)

F ig u re  11 shows th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f  (eN) by p h o n o lo g ica l e n v ir

onment f o r  c la s s  and age g roups. These f ig u r e s  re p re se n t o ccu rrences 

in  a l l  s t y l e s .  What i s  s ig n i f ic a n t  h e re  i s  t h a t  a lthough  a  fo llo w in g  

s to p  i s  p h o n o lo g ic a lly  th e  most fav o rab le  environm ent fo r  th e  occurrence  

o f  (eN) in  th e  speech o f  th e  working c l a s s ,  o n ly  20% o f  a l l  t h e i r  (eN) 

tokens o ccu r b e fo re  s to p s . Even when th e  nex t most fa v o ra b le  environm ent, 

a fo llo w in g  f r i c a t i v e ,  i s  added, th e  w orking c la s s  speakers a re  s t i l l  

p roducing  o n ly  58.7% o f  t h e i r  (eN) v a r ia n ts  in  fa v o ra b le  environm ents, 

compared to  83% fo r  th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a .  A lthough th e  in te rm e d ia te  group 

u ses  (eN) in  th e  most fa v o ra b le  environm ent l e s s  o f te n  th a n  th e  i n t e l l i 

g e n ts ia ,  a  f u l l  91.8% o f  a l l  i t s  (eN) tokens a re  found in  th e  two most 

fa v o ra b le  environm ents.

The second p a r t  o f  th e  c h a r t shows t h a t  s tu d e n ts  use th e  (eN) 

v a r ia n t  in  p h o n o lo g ica lly  p re d ic ta b le  environm ents more o f te n  th a n  th e i r  

p a re n ts  do , 85 . 3% compared to  6l . l% .



P reced in g :

s to p

f r i c a t i v e

pause

g l id e

t r i l l

l iq u id

vowel

Among:

I n t e l l i g e n t s i a

56 . 6%

26.lt

15 .1

1 .9

CLASS

In te rm e d ia te

k5.Q%

U5 .8

h.2

h.2

AGE

W orking C lass  

20 .2%

38.5

3 3 .9

3 . 1

1 . 8

.9

.9

P a re n ts

2 6 . 3% 

3 k .8 

32.2 

3.h

1 .7

.9

.9

S tu d e n ts

1*7.1%
38 .2

11.8

1 .5

1 .5

N = 53 2h 109 1 1 8 68

F ig u re  11: P h o n o lo g ica l env ironm en ts  o f  (eN) by c l a s s ,  age

4=-
CO



h9

D iscu ssio n

F ig u res  10 and 11 p o in t o u t an im portant d if fe re n c e  between th e  

working c la s s  and th e  in te rm e d ia te  g roup, and th e  r e l a t io n  o f  both  o f  them 

to  th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a .  The p a re n ta l  gen era tio n s  o f  b o th  lower s ta tu s  

groups d isp la y ed  h y p e rc o rre c tio n  i n  th e  read ing  s t y l e ;  bo th  used n a sa l 

v a r ia n ts  more o f te n  th an  d id  th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a .  H ypercorrection  i s  t y 

p ic a l  in  communities in  which th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  s o c ia l  m o b ility  i s  p a r t  

o f  b o th  th e  ideo logy  and th e  s o c ia l  r e a l i t y .  Labov no tes "The sp e c ia l  

r o le  o f  th e  second h ig h e s t s ta tu s  g roup . . .  i s  ap p aren t in  th e  s e n s i t i v i t y  

o f  t h i s  group to  s o c ia l  p re s su re s  from above" (l9T 2b :128). I t  i s  ch a rac 

t e r i s t i c  fo r  h y p e rc o rre c tio n  to  occu r in  th e  form al s ty le s  (1972b : 290) .

But h e re  th e  h y p e rc o rre c tio n  by th e  working c la s s  i s  d is tin g u ish e d  by 

th e  f a c t  th a t  a lthough  th e  speakers  a re  em ulating p re s t ig io u s  behav ior -  

th e  use  o f  a n a sa l r a th e r  th an  an o r a l  vowel -  th e y  a re  doing so by in 

c reased  usage o f  a  s tig m a tiz ed  form , even in  u n fav o rab le  phonological 

environm ents. The in te rm e d ia te  g roup , on th e  o th e r  hand, i s  a lso  ex h i

b i t in g  h y p e rc o rre c tio n , b u t th e se  speakers a re  u s in g  a  p re s t ig e  v a r ia n t ,  

th e  d iph thong , r a th e r  th an  th e  s tig m a tiz e d  (eN).

The meaning o f  th e  l i n g u i s t i c  behavior re p re se n te d  in  f ig u re s  

8 and 9 can now be b e t te r  un d ers to o d . In  th e  p a re n ta l  gen era tio n  th e  

i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  a re  th e  most p r e s t ig io u s .  Their b e h av io r , in c reased  use  

o f  n a sa l v a r ia n ts ,  i s  what th e  o th e rs  a re  a ttem p tin g  to  em ulate. The 

working c la s s  shows th e  same p a t te r n  o f  h y p e rc o rre c tio n  found in  th e  

U nited  S ta te s  fo r  th e  low er m iddle c la s s  (Labov 1966). In  f a c t ,  t h i s  

p a t te rn  occurs so r e g u la r ly  in  communities where s o c ia l  m o b ility  i s  

im portan t th a t  Labov m ain ta in s i t  can no longer be  co n sid ered  dev ian t
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b eh av io r; i t  i s  th e  expected r e s u l t  (p e rso n a l com m unication).

The even g re a te r  h y p e rc o rre c tio n  shown by th e  in te rm e d ia te  group 

can be ex p la in ed  in  term s o f  l i n g u i s t i c  in s e c u r i ty  (Labov 1966,1972: 

passim ) . These people  a re  in  a  t r u l y  in te rm e d ia te  s i t u a t io n ;  th ey  come 

from w orking c la s s  backgrounds, th e y  have h igh  sch o o l e d u ca tio n s , bu t 

th e y  work w ith  and a re  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a .  The f a c t  th a t  

th e se  speakers  a re  in  some way a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  upper c la s s  accounts 

f o r  th e  f a c t  th a t  th ey  u se  a  p r e s t ig e  v a r ia n t  o f  th e  vowel much more 

o f te n  th an  th e  w orking c la s s .

Among th e  s tu d en ts  ( f ig u re  8 ) ,  ag a in  th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  a re  th e  

tre n d  s e t t e r s .  The working c la s s  e x h ib i ts  h y p e rc o rre c tio n , b u t th e  d i f 

fe ren ce  between th e  working c la s s  and i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  speakers  i s  not as 

g re a t  h e re  as  in  th e  p a re n ta l  g e n e ra tio n , and th e  w orking c la s s  s tu d en ts  

a re  u s in g  a  h ig h e r percen tag e  o f p r e s t ig e  forms th a n  a re  t h e i r  p a re n ts .  

This can be accounted  fo r  by th e  f a c t  th a t  fo r  th e s e  young people s o c ia l  

m o b ility  i s  a  v ery  r e a l  p o s s i b i l i t y .  Four o f  th e  seven w orking c la s s  

s tu d e n ts  used  as inform ants were a t te n d in g  th e  c o lle g e  p re p a ra to ry  h igh  

sc h o o l; th e  o th e r s ,  who a tte n d e d  a  v o c a tio n a l h ig h  sch o o l, a lso  p lanned 

to  go to  c o lle g e  and have h ig h e r s t a tu s  jobs th a n  t h e i r  p a re n ts .

The b eh av io r o f  th e  s o c ia l ly  in te rm e d ia te  group c lo s e ly  p a ra l

l e l s  th a t  o f  th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a ;  t h i s  i s  to  be ex p ec ted . A ll o f  th e se  

s tu d e n ts  have one p a ren t who i s  by b i r t h ,  e d u ca tio n , o r  o ccupation  a sso 

c ia te d  w ith  th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a .  A ll  b u t one a tte n d e d  th e  c o lle g e  prep 

h ig h  schoo l and id e n t i f i e d  more w ith  th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  th an  d id  t h e i r  

p a re n ts  o r working c la s s  age-m ates. The l i n g u i s t i c  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  

t h i s  v a r ia b le  i s  a  d i r e c t  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  th e  s p e a k e r 's  p e rc e p tio n  o f  h is
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o r h e r r o le  in  th e  s o c ia l  s t r u c tu r e ,  and o f  a s p ir a t io n s  coupled  w ith  th e  

l ik e l ih o o d  t h a t  th o se  a s p ir a t io n s  w i l l  be  r e a l iz e d .



CHAPTER IV 

THE MALYSIS OF (a )^

The S ta tu s  o f  / a /  in  P o lish  

The d i f f e r e n t  r e a l iz a t io n s  o f  / a /  in  P o lis h  have sparked none 

o f  th e  d is c u s s io n  and co n tro v e rsy  which surround  th e  n a sa l vow els. This 

i s  p robab ly  so f o r  two re a so n s . F i r s t ,  th e  phonemic s ta tu s  o f  / a /  in  

P o lish  has never been q u estio n ed . Second, v a r ia t io n  in  th e  r e a l iz a t io n  

o f  / a /  i s  much le s s  s t r ik in g  th an  th e  v a r ia t io n  found in  th e  n a sa ls , and 

i s  th e re fo re  o f  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  to  anyone o th e r  th a n  a v a r ia t io n  th e o r i s t

o r  a person  in te r e s t e d  in  th e  study  o f  p o s s ib le  sound change in  p ro g re s s .

A review  o f th e  l i t e r a t u r e  shows a b so lu te ly  no d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  phoneme 

/ a / ,  o th e r  th a n  to  n o te  th e  p resence  in  a l l  d ia le c t s  o f  a  low c e n tr a l  

vow el.

own a t te n t io n  was f i r s t  drawn to  th e  p o s s ib le  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f

t h i s  vowel as  a  s o c ia l  marker by in fo rm al o b se rv a tio n  o f  th e  phoneme / o / .

I  n o tic e d  th a t  in  c o l lo q u ia l  speech , / o /  was o f te n  pronounced as [ a ] ,  

w ith  o r  w ith o u t sim ultaneous l i p  round ing . I f  / o /  cou ld  be r e a l iz e d  as 

[ a ] ,  what im p lic a tio n s  m ight t h i s  have f o r  / a / ?  An obvious su g g estio n  

was th a t  s in c e  / o /  sometimes appears in  a  v a r ia n t  f ro n te d  enough to  be 

confused w ith  / a / ,  th e  / a /  i t s e l f  m ight a ls o  be f r o n t in g .  And th i s  indeed  

seemed to  be th e  c a s e . When I  began paying  c lo se  a t te n t io n  to  r e a l iz a t io n s

52
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o f th e  / a / ,  I  found in  many case s  i t  was pronounced a s  a  f u l ly - f ro n te d  

[ a ] ,  o r  even f ro n te d  and s l i g h t l y  r a is e d  to  [ a e ] .

The c o -o c cu rren t v a ry in g  o f  Co] w ith  [a ]  and Ca] w ith  [a.] o r 

[a e ] su g g es ts  a  ch a in  s h i f t ,  a  sound change in  p ro g re s s . I t  i s  from t h i s  

v iew poin t th a t  th e  / a /  in  P o lis h  w i l l  be examined.

The Study o f  Sound Change in  P rog ress 

The p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  s tu d y in g  on-going change i s  based upon what 

Labov has term ed th e  U n ifo rm ita rian  P r in c ip le :  " th a t  th e  l in g u i s t i c  p ro 

cesses  ta k in g  p la c e  around us a re  th e  same as th o se  t h a t  have o p e ra ted  to  

produce th e  h i s t o r i c a l  re co rd "  (Labov 1971:^22-23).

Labov's New York s tu d y  (1966) was one o f  th e  f i r s t  modern works 

concerned w ith  th e  study o f  sound change in  p ro g re s s . A lthough many o f 

h is  co n c lu s io n s  a t  th a t  tim e were t e n ta t iv e ,  th e  th e o ry  and methods 

a p p lie d  to  th e  problem have s in c e  been re f in e d  and accep ted  among so c io 

l in g u i s t s  and h i s t o r i c a l  l i n g u i s t s  (Labov 1971; W einreich , Labov, and 

Herzog 1968 ; R eighard 1974).

The most e le g a n t d e c la ra t io n  o f the  study  o f  language change in  

p ro g ress  i s  th a t  o f  W einreich , Labov, and Herzog (1968) .  They a re  p a r

t i c u l a r l y  conscious o f  th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  in c lu d in g  s o c ia l  a sp e c ts  o f  la n 

guage u se  in  any th eo ry  o f  language change.

We w i l l . . .  suggest th a t  a  model o f  language which accomodates 
th e  f a c ts  o f  v a r ia b le  usage and i t s  s o c ia l  and s t y l i s t i c  d e te r 
m inants no t o n ly  le ad s  to  more adequate d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  l i n 
g u i s t i c  com petence, b u t a ls o  n a tu ra l ly  y ie ld s  a th e o ry  o f  la n 
guage change th a t  bypasses th e  f r u i t l e s s  paradoxes w ith  which 
h i s t o r i c a l  l i n g u i s t i c s  has been s tru g g lin g  fo r  o v er h a l f  a  cen
tu ry  (W einreich, Labov, and Herzog 1968:99).

And f u r th e r :
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L in g u is tic  and s o c ia l  fa c to r s  a re  c lo s e ly  i n t e r 
r e la te d  in  th e  development o f  language change. Explana
t io n s  which a re  co n fin ed  to  one o r  th e  o th e r  a s p e c t ,  no 
m a tte r  how w e ll c o n s tru c te d , w i l l  f a i l  to  account fo r  th e  
r i c h  hody o f  r e g u la r i t i e s  t h a t  can he observed in  empir
i c a l  s tu d ie s  o f  language b eh av io r (W einreich, Labov, and 
Herzog 1968:188).

S ince th e  p u b lic a t io n  o f  t h i s  s ta tem en t a  number o f  s tu d ie s  o f  

sound change in  p ro g ress  have been  p u b lish e d , in c lu d in g  work by T ru d g ill  

(197k) on Norwich E n g lish , C edergren on Panama Spanish  (1973) and G. 

Sankoff on M ontreal French ( l9 7 k ) .

The most am bitious s tu d y  o f  vowel change from a s o c io l in g u is t ic  

p e rsp e c tiv e  has been th a t  u n d ertak en  by Labov, Y aeger, and S te in e r  (1972), 

They looked a t  a  number o f  vowel s h i f t s  in  E ng lish  d ia le c ts  (bo th  in  

England and th e  U nited  S t a t e s ) ,  and r e la te d  t h e i r  f in d in g s  to  changes 

documented f o r  a  number o f  o th e r  languages.

Labov, Yaeger and S te in e r  p a id  a g re a t d e a l o f  a t te n t io n  to  

chain  s h i f t s ,  and t h e i r  d e f in i t io n  w i l l  be th e  one used  in  t h i s  study:

We d e fin e  a  ch a in  s h i f t  as a change in  th e  p o s i t io n  
o f  two phonemes o r  a llo p h o n es  in  which one moves away from 
an o r ig in a l  p o s i t io n  which i s  assumed o r approxim ated by th e  
se c o n d .. . .C hain s h i f t s  p re se rv e  r e la t io n s  [betw een segm ents]
(Labov, Y aeger, and S te in e r  1972:107).

They observed  c e r t a in  c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f  ch a in  s h i f t s  which a re  re le v a n t

to  th e  s i tu a t io n  today  o f  th e  P o l is h  vowel system : " In  chain  s h i f t s ,

back vowels move to  th e  f ro n t"  (Labov, Yaeger, and S te in e r  1972:106);

and [a ]  u s u a lly  moves tow ard [&] o r  [a e ]  (Labov, Y aeger, and S te in e r

1972:110). In  a d d i t io n ,  t h e i r  work s t r e s s e d  th e  im portance o f  th e  use

o f  th e  v e rn a c u la r  in  an a ly z in g  language change (Labov, Y aeger, and

S te in e r  1972 :3 ).

A ll o f  th e  s tu d ie s  m entioned here  v a l id a te  th e  th eo ry  and
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methods used  in  t h i s  a n a ly s is  o f  / a /  in  P o lis h .

The A n a ly sis  o f  (a)

The vowel / a /  occurs v e ry  f re q u e n tly  in  P o lis h ;  in  f a c t  a f t e r  

doing an i n i t i a l  check o f  th e  speech  o f  two in d iv id u a ls ,  I  r e a l iz e d  th a t  

i f  th e  e n t i r e  corpus were to  he  an a ly zed , th e re  would he between 25,000 

and 30,000 occu rren ces  o f  th e  v a r ia b le .  T h e re fo re  on ly  a  p o r tio n  o f  th e  

speech o f  each  in d iv id u a l was an a ly zed . For each speaker th o se  o c cu r

ren ces  o f  th e  v a r ia b le  in  th e  word l i s t ,  th e  f i r s t  3 /^  o f  th e  re a d in g , 

and th e  l a s t  f u l l  m inute o f  c o n v e rsa tio n  were u se d . There were 6 ,3 ^9  

o ccu rrences o f  th e  v a r ia b le  in  th e s e  d a ta . Four v a r ia n ts  o f  (a) w ere 

d is t in g u is h e d :

( a - l )  -  a  f u l l y  f ro n te d  o r  [a e ]  8lO tokens (12.8^)

(a -2 )  -  a  fro n te d  [a<] 5,397 tokens (85 .0^)

(a -3 ) -  a  c e n tr a l  Ca] 13̂ 4 tokens (2 .1 ^ )

(a-U) -  a  devoiced v a r ia n t  8 tokens (O .l^ )

Each occu rrence  was a ls o  coded f o r  15 c o n d itio n in g  f a c to r s :  

th e  gram m atical form in  which th e  v a r ia b le  o c cu rred ; th e  p o s i t io n  o f  th e  

v a r ia b le  r e l a t i v e  to  word s t r e s s ;  p la c e  and manner o f  a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  th e  

segment p reced in g  th e  v a r ia b le ;  w hether o r  not th e  p reced ing  segment was 

p a la t a l  o r  p a la t a l iz e d ;  w hether th e  p reced in g  segment was vo iced  o r  

v o ic e le s s ;  p la ce  and manner o f  a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  th e  fo llow ing  segm ent; 

p a la t a l i z a t i o n  and v o ic in g  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  segm ent; s ty le  o f  speech ; 

sex , age and s o c ia l  c la s s  o f  th e  speaker ; and f i n a l l y ,  each speaker was 

i d e n t i f i e d .

A fte r  th e se  d a ta  were coded and checked, th e  in fo rm atio n  was pu t 

on computer ca rd s  and th en  on 9 - tr a c k  ta p e .  C o rre la tio n s  o f  dependent
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w ith  independen t v a r ia b le s  were o b ta in ed  u s in g  th e  C rosstabs subprogram 

o f  th e  S t a t i s t i c a l  Package fo r  th e  S o c ia l S c ie n ce s . A lthough a l l  15 

c o n d itio n in g  f a c to r s  had some e f f e c t  on th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  v a r ia b le ,  

in  g e n e ra l th e  s o c ia l  and s t y l i s t i c  f a c to r s  had a  g re a te r  e f f e c t  on th e  

v a r ia b le  th a n  d id  th e  l i n g u i s t i c  f a c to r s .

L in g u is tic  C o n s tra in ts  on th e  V a ria b le  

S tre s s

The e f f e c t  o f  s t r e s s  on vowel f ro n t in g  f o r  th e  sample as a  whole 

i s  m in im al; however th e re  a re  some ten d en c ie s  which should  be m entioned.

P o lish  has a g en e ra l ru le  s t r e s s in g  th e  p en u ltim a te  s y l la b le  

o f  words more th an  one s y l la b le  lo n g . Each occu rren ce  o f  th e  v a r ia b le  

was coded as  e i th e r  s t r e s s e d  o r  u n s tre s s e d ; i f  u n s tre s s e d , th e  coding 

in d ic a te d  how f a r  away from th e  s t r e s s  th e  v a r ia n t  o c cu rred . I t  should 

be no ted  th a t  in  th e  word l i s t  s ty le  many o f  th e  words re c e iv e d  equal 

s t r e s s  on a l l  s y l la b le s .

The l e a s t  l i k e ly  p lace  fo r  vowel f r o n t in g  to  occur i s  a f t e r  

th e  s t r e s s e d  s y l l a b le , i . e . ,  on th e  f i n a l  s y l la b le  o f  th e  word. This 

s lo t  c o n ta in s  n o t only  th e  h ig h e s t p e rcen tag e  o f  c e n t r a l  (a -3 )  (see  

f ig u re  12) i t  a lso  was th e  on ly  environm ent in  which th e  devoiced  v a r ia n t  

(a-U) was found, (a -3 ) never occurs more th a n  two s y l la b le s  b e fo re  th e  

s t r e s s  in  a  word.

The most fav o rab le  environm ent f o r  th e  f u l l y  f ro n te d  ( a - l )  

v a r ia n t  i s  th e  s y l la b le  im m ediately p reced in g  s t r e s s  ; th e  s t r e s s e d  s y l 

la b le  i t s e l f  was th e  nex t most fa v o ra b le , ( a - l )  was never found more th an  

th re e  s y l la b le s  away from th e  s t r e s s e d  s y l la b le .



N/%

(a-4)
0 0 0 0 0 1 7 8

0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.4% 0.1%

(a-3)
0 0 0 5 12 59 58 134

0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 1.5% 1.3% 1.7% 3.7% 2.1%

(a-2)
4 6 44 281 736 2937 1389 5397

100.0% 100.0% 88.0% 86.2% 81.0% 84.1% 89.0% 85.0%

(a-l)
0 0 6 40 161 497 106 810

0.0% 0.0% 12.0% 12.3% 17.7% 14.2% 6.8% 12.8%

N= 4 6 50 326 909 3494 1560

Figure 12: Variants of (a) by stress

VJl
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Grammatical Form 

A ll tokens were coded f o r  th e  gram m atical form in  which th ey  

o ccu rred . These forms included  noun, v e rb , a d je c t iv e ,  ad v erb , p repos

i t i o n ,  c o n ju n c tio n , i n t e r j e c t io n ,  pronoun, th e  p o l i t e  form o f  address 

p a n /p a n i, and th e  word fo r  " y e s " , t a k .

The gram m atical form in  which th e  v a r ia b le  occurred  a lso  had 

l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on th e  v a r ia n t  chosen (see  f ig u re  1 3 ) . The v erb  i s  th e  

most fav o rab le  form f o r  th e  (a -3 ) v a r ia n t ;  59^ o f  a l l  (a -3 ) tokens 

occur in  v e rb s . However, t h i s  r e s u l t  may be m is lead in g , s in c e  most 

o f  th e  verbs in  th e  read in g  and word l i s t  were p a s t  te n se , m asculine 

s in g u la r .  The in f l e c t io n a l  m arker fo r  t h i s  form i s  w o rd -fin a l C a t] . 

T here fo re , two o th e r  f a c to r s ,  s t r e s s  and fo llo w in g  phono log ica l e n v ir 

onment, p robab ly  in t e r a c t  to  account fo r  th e  h igh  r a t e  o f  ( a -3 ) .

(a -2 )  v a r ia n ts  a re  most l i k e ly  to  occur in  pronouns, conjunc

t io n s ,  and p re p o s i t io n s , w hile  ( a - l )  i s  more l i k e l y  to  occur in  nouns. 

53.3^ o f  a l l  ( a - l )  v a r ia n ts  a re  found in  nouns, even though nouns com

p r is e  only  36 . 5% o f  th e  corpus.

P lace  o f  A r t ic u la t io n  o f  P reced ing  and Follow ing Segments

S ince th e  v a r ia n ts  ( a - 3 ) ,  (a -2 ) and ( a - l )  re p re se n t a  s e r ie s  

th a t  can be measured from back to  f ro n t o f  th e  o r a l  c a v ity , i t  was 

hypo thesized  th a t  th e  p lace  o f  a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  b o th  p reced ing  and f o l 

low ing segments would have an e f f e c t  on th e  r e a l iz a t io n  o f  ( a ) .

The fo llo w in g  c a te g o r ie s  were used: l a b i a l ,  d e n ta l and a lv e o la r ,  

p a l a t a l ,  v e la r ,  g l o t t a l ,  and no segment. In  a d d itio n  each vowel which 

occu rred  b e fo re  (a) was counted: / i / ,  /y /  (p h o n e tic a lly  [ I ] ) , / e / ,  / a / ,
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(a-4) 2 0 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0
0.1% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.2% 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 0.0% 0.0%

(a-3) 79
4.7%

0
0.0%

1
10.0%

1
0.5%

27
1.2%

1
0.9%

0
0.0%

7
0.9%

1
0.6%

17
1.6%

(a-2)
1428
85.5%

31
83.8%

8
80.0%

198
98.5%

1852
80.0%

110
94.0%

2
100.0%

674
89.0%

153
95.0%

941
87.2%

(a-l)
161
9.6%

6
16.2%

1
10.0%

2
1.0%

432
18.7%

6
5.1%

0
0.0%

75
9.9%

6
3.8%

121
11.2%

N= 1670 37 10 201 2316 117 2 757 160 1079

8

0 . 1%

134
2 . 1%

5397
85.0%
810
12 . 8%

Figure 13: Variants of (a) by grammatical form

VO



(a-4) 2
0.2%

3
0.1%

1
0.2%

2
0.3%

0
0.0%

0
0.0%

0
0.0%

0
0.0%

0
0.0%

0
0.0%

0
0.0%

0
0.0%

(a-3) 18
2.0%

66
1.8%

10
1.8%

24
3.4%

15
3.7%

0
0.0%

1
4.5%

0
0.0%

0
0.0%

0
0.0%

0
0.0%

0
0.0%

(a-2) 724
78.6%

3111
85.3%

443
80.7%

613
87.8%

381
94.1%

7
100.0%

21
95.5%

43
93.5%

4
100.0%

2
100.0%

38
97.4%

10
100.0%

(a-l) 177
19.2%

466
12.8%

95
17.3%

59
8.5%

9
2.2%

0
0.0%

0
0.0%

3
6.5%

0
0.0%

0
0.0%

1
2.6%

0
0.0%

N= 921 3646 549 698 405 7 22 46 4 2 39 10

N/%
8

0 . 1%

134
2 . 1%

5397
85.0%
810
12 . 8%

Figure 14: Variants of (a) by place of articulation of preceding segment

S '



0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 6 8
(a-4)

0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 0.1% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 1.4% 0.1%

(a-3) 14
1.6%

39
1.5%

5
0.7%

66
4.7%

4
2.9%

0
0.0%

0
0.0%

0
0.0%

0
0.0%

6
1.4%

134
2.1%

804 2279 657 1077 128 10 1 4 54 383 5397
(a-2)

89.5% 86.1% 87.0% 76.1% 91.4% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 96.4% 91.0% 85.0%

80 330 92 272 8 0 0 0 2 26 810
(a-l)

8.9% 12.5% 12.2% 19.2% 5.7% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 3.6% 6.2% 12.8%

N= 898 2648 755 1416 140 10 1 4 56 421

F ig u re  15: V a r ia n ts  o f (a ) by p la c e  o f a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f fo llo w in g  segm ent

ON
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/o/, and /u/.

In  g e n e ra l among th o se  segments p reced ing  th e  v a r ia b le  (see  

f ig u re  l 4 ) ,  l a b i a l s  and p a la t a l s  were more l ik e ly  to  fa v o r ( a - l ) ,  w hile  

v e la r s  and g l o t t a l s  favo red  th e  c e n t r a l  (a -3 ) .  This e f f e c t  i s  t o t a l l y  

p re d ic ta b le ;  any o th e r  r e s u l t  would have been s u rp r is in g . P reced ing  

vowels favo red  ( a - 2 ) ,  re g a rd le s s  o f  p la ce  o f  a r t i c u la t io n .

The e f f e c t s  o f  th e  p la c e  o f  a r t i c u la t io n  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  seg

ment were no t q u ite  as p re d ic ta b le  (se e  f ig u re  1 5 ). W hile, as might 

be ex p ec ted , a  fo llo w in g  v e la r  fav o red  (a -3 ) ,  33.6# o f  a l l  ( a - l )  v a r 

ia n ts  occur b e fo re  v e la r s .  A fo llo w in g  a lv e o la r  was th e  second most 

fav o rab le  environm ent fo r  ( a - 3 ) ,  and th e  most fav o rab le  fo r  ( a - l ) .  From 

th e se  r e s u l t s  i t  i s  obvious th a t  th e  p la ce  o f  a r t i c u la t io n  o f  th e  p re

ced ing  segment has a  much g r e a te r  e f f e c t  on th e  cho ice o f  th e  v a r ia n t  

th an  does th e  fo llo w in g  segm ent.

Manner o f  A r t ic u la t io n  o f  P reced ing  and Follow ing Segments

The manner o f  a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  th e  segments p reced in g  and f o l 

low ing o ccu rrences o f  th e  v a r ia b le  were no ted . As w ith  th e  (g) f in e  

d i s t in c t io n s  were made. C a teg o ries  in c luded  s to p , f r i c a t i v e ,  g l id e ,  

l a t e r a l ,  t r i l l ,  n a s a l ,  b a rre d  1 ( a  la b io -v e la r  g l id e ) ,  vow el, and no 

segm ent, o r  pause.

The manner o f  a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  th e  p reced ing  segment had very  

l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on th e  v a r ia b le  (see  f ig u re  l 6 ) .  The most n o tic e a b le  

e f f e c t  i s  th a t  o f  a  p reced ing  t r i l l :  31.8# o f  a l l  v a r ia n ts  o c cu rrin g  

a f t e r  a  t r i l l  were r e a l iz e d  as ( a - l ) ,  even though ( a - l )  v a r ia n ts  account 

fo r  on ly  12 .8#  o f  th e  d a ta .

The e f f e c t  o f  th e  manner o f  a r t i c u la t io n  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  seg -



N/%

(a-4) 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 5
0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.2% 0.0% 0.3%

(a-3)
9
3.4%

1
0.8%

11
1.4%

0
0.0%

17
1.7%

5
1.2%

47
2.6%

2
0.6%

42
2.6%

(a-2)
220
83.0%

116
95.1%

531
66.8%

10
100.0%

908
93.4%

382
89.7%

1635
90.9%

292
80.7%

1303
81.5%

(a-l)
36
13.6%

5
4.1%

253
31.8%

0
0.0%

47
4.8%

39
9.2%

114
6.3%

68
18.8%

248
15.5%

N= 265 122 795 10 972 426 1799 362 1598

8

0 . 1%

134
2 . 1%

5397
85.0%

810
12 . 8%

Figure 16: Variants of (a) by manner of articulation of preceding segment

o\(jO



N/%

(a-4)
0.0% 1.4%0 . 1% 0 . 0% 0 . 0% 0 . 0% 0. 0% 0 . 0% 0.0% 0 . 1%

22

0.9%
134
2 . 1%(a-3) 8 . 8% 1.9% 1.4%0 . 0% 2.1% 0.3% 0.3% 2 . 0%

567 304 383 664 184170 353 285 930 5397
(a-2)

83.1% 94.1% 91.0% 87.3% 85.0%97.2% 91.2% 79.4% 95.3% 85.8%

54 13 26 81 33 456 81013 132
(a-l)

4.6%7.9% 2 . 8% 6 . 2% 10 . 6% 8.5% 19.7% 4.3% 1 2 . 2% 12 . 8%

N= 682 72 323 421 761 387 2320 299 1084

Figure 17: Variants of (a) by manner of articulation of following segment

o\■p-
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ment i s  a ls o  minimal (se e  f ig u re  IT ) .  The (a -3 ) v a r ia n t  i s  much more 

l i k e l y  to  occur "before a  b a rre d  1 ; and l e a s t  l i k e ly  to  occur b e fo re  a 

vow el, g l id e ,  o r  l a t e r a l .

V oicing o f  P reced ing  and Follow ing Segments 

Whether th e  p reced in g  and fo llo w in g  segments were vo iced  o r 

v o ic e le s s  had a s l i g h t  e f f e c t  on th e  f ro n t in g  o f  (a ) (s e e  f ig u r e  l 8 ) .

In  g e n e r a l , a  p reced in g  v o ic e le s s  segment favo red  f ro n te d  ( a - l ) ;  a voiced  

segment fav o red  (a -3 ) and ( a -2 ) .  These r e s u l t s  a re  com parable to  th o se  

o b ta in e d  by Labov in  h is  s tu d y  o f  th e  c e n t r a l i z a t io n  o f  vowels in  M artha 's  

V ineyard  (l9 T 2 b :2 0 ).

The e f f e c t  o f  th e  v o ic in g  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  segment had a  s im ila r ,  

b u t l e s s  marked e f f e c t  (se e  f ig u re  1 9 ).

a-U)
5

0.1%

3

0.1%

8

0.1%

90 44 134

a -3  )
2.3% 1.8% 2.1%

3411 1986 5397
a -2 )

87.1% 81.7% 85.0%

4 l l 399 810
a - l ) 10.4% l6.4% 12.8%

N 3917 2k32

Figure l8: Variants of (a) by voicing of preceding segment
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a -4 )
1

0.0%
7

0.2%

a-3 ) 99
2.9%

35
1.2%

a-2 )
2898 2499

86.1% 8 3 . 7%

a - l )
367

10 . 9%

443
14.8%

N 3365 2984

8
0 . 1%

134
2 .1%

5397
85 . 0%

810
12 . 8%

F ig u re  19: V a r ia n ts  o f  (a) by v o ic in g  o f  fo llo w in g  segment

P a la t a l i z a t io n  o f  P reced ing  and Follow ing Segments 

A ll P o lis h  consonants excep t th e  b a rre d  1 a re  e i t h e r  p a la t a l  o r 

have p a la ta l iz e d  v a r i a n t s .  The h igh  f r o n t  vowel / i / ,  which can i t s e l f  

p a la t a l i z e  a p reced in g  consonant, was a lso  co n sid ered  h e re  to  be a p a l

a t a l  form . A ll o th e r  vowels were co n sid e red  to  be n o n p a la ta l .

A p reced in g  p a la t a l  segment had a  s tro n g  e f f e c t  on th e  v a r ia b le  

(see  f ig u re  2 0 ). 25^ o f  a l l  th e  occu rren ces  o f  (a) a f t e r  a  p a la t a l  seg 

ment were r e a l iz e d  as  ( a - l ) .  A p reced in g  n o n p a la ta l had alm ost no e f f e c t ;  

i t  tended  s l i g h t l y  to  fa v o r  (a -2 ) .

A fo llo w in g  p a la t a l  segment a ls o  favored  f r o n t in g ,  b u t le s s  

d ra m a tic a lly  (see  f ig u re  21 ). A fo llo w in g  n o n p a la ta l segment had alm ost 

no e f f e c t ;  i t  d is fa v o re d  a p p lic a t io n  o f  th e  r u le ,  b u t o n ly  s l ig h t ly .

The r e s u l t s  o f  th e  occurrence  o f  th e  v a r ia b le  in  a  p a la ta l  o r 

n o n p a la ta l environm ent a re  q u ite  s im ila r  to  th e  v o ic in g  c o n s t r a in t :  in
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(a-lf)
1

0.1%

7

0.1%

8

0.1%

lU 120 134
(a -3 )

2.1% 2 .1%1.9%

551 4846 5397
(a -2 )

73.0% 86.6% 8 5 .0%

189 621 810
( a - l )

12 .8  %2 5 .0% ■ 11.1%

755 5594

f  (a) "by p a la ta l i z a t io n  o f  p reced ing

N/%

1 7 8
(a-l;) 0.1% 0.1% 0.1%

11 123 134

(a -3 ) 0.8% 2 . 5% 2.1%

1155 4242 5397
(a -2 , 84.0% 85 . 3% 85 . 0%

208 602 810
( a - l . 1 5 .1% 12.1% 12.8%

N= 1376 4974

Figure 21: Variants of (a) ty palatalization of following segment



68
g e n e ra l , th e  p reced ing  segment has a much g re a te r  e f f e c t  th an  th e  f o l 

low ing segm ent.

S o c ia l C o n stra in ts  on (a )

The p reced ing  d a ta  p re s e n ta t io n  has shown th a t  l i n g u i s t i c  fa c 

to r s  account fo r  some o f  th e  v a r ia t io n  in  th e  r e a l i z a t io n  o f  ( a ) .  S tre s s  

and gram m atical form have l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on th e  v a r ia b le .  A p reced ing  

f r o n t ,  p a la ta l iz e d ,  o r  v o ic e le s s  consonant te n d s  to  favor f r o n t in g , w hile 

p reced in g  v e la r s  and g l o t t a l s  d is fa v o r  i t .  Follow ing segments had 

l i t t l e  e f f e c t .

However, a n a ly s is  o f  on ly  l in g u i s t i c  f a c to r s  le av es  a  la rg e  

p o r tio n  o f  th e  d a ta  unaccounted f o r .  The v a r ia t io n  c o n stra in e d  by l i n 

g u is t ic  f a c to r s  i s  re g u la r  a c ro ss  a l l  s o c ia l  g ro u p s. The nex t s e c t io n  

w i l l  show how th e  v a r ia t io n  p a t te rn s  d i f f e r  from group to  group, and w il l  

dem onstrate  th e  n e c e s s ity  o f  in c lu d in g  speech s t y l e ,  sex , age, and s o c ia l  

c la s s  as v a r ia b le s  in  an a n a ly s is  o f  language v a r ia t io n .

S ty le

F ig u re  22 shows th e  e f f e c t  o f  speech s ty l e  on th e  v a r ia b le .  In  

g en e ra l th e  more in fo rm al th e  s ty l e ,  th e  h ig h e r th e  usage o f  f ro n te d  

form s. Note p a r t i c u la r ly  th a t  th e  r a te s  o f  o ccu rrence  o f  (a -2 ) rem ain 

s ta b le  a c ro ss  a l l  fo u r s t y l e s ,  (a -3 ) and ( a - l )  a re  th e  v a r ia n ts  which 

a re  a f f e c te d  by s ty le  s h i f t i n g .  This sug g ests  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  th a t  

th e re  a re  a c tu a l ly  two f r o n t in g  p rocess in  o p e ra tio n ; (a -3 )-+ (a -2 )  and 

(a -2 ) -* ( a - l ) .  This p o s s ib i l i t y  w i l l  be ex p lo red  in  g re a te r  d e t a i l  in  

th e  nex t s e c tio n .
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(a-4)
0 3 5 0 8

0.0% 0.1% 0.4% 0.0% 0.1%

(a-3)
32 93 6 3 134

5.3% 2.5% 0.5% 0.4% 2.1%

(a-2)
523 3192 1125 567 5397

85.5% 85.2% 85.5% 82.7% 85.0%

(a - l)
55 459 180 116 810

9.2% 12.2% 13.7% 16.9% 12.8%

N= 600 3747 1316 686

Figure 22; V a ria n ts  of (a ) by s ty l e



70
Age

The e f f e c t s  o f  age o f  speaker ( f ig u re  23) on th e  v a r ia b le  

a r e  com parable to  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  s ty l e .  The two groups a re  v e ry  c lo se  

i n  t h e i r  pe rcen tag e  o f  occu rrences o f  ( a -2 ) ;  th e  o th e r  v a r ia n ts  show 

more d if f e r e n c e . S tu d en ts  a re  l i k e ly  to  u se  fewer (a -3 ) v a r ia n ts  and 

more ( a - l )  th an  t h e i r  p a re n ts .

a-it)
it

0.1%

k

0.1%

8

0.1%

a-3  )
27
0.8%

107
3.6%

13k
2.1%

a-2  )
2893 
8 k .8%

250k

85.3%

5397
85.0%

a - l )
k88 

I k . 3%

322

11.0%

810

12.8%

N= 3kl2  2937 

F ig u re  23: V arian ts  o f  (a ) by age
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Sex

F ig u re  2h shows th e  r e s u l t s  o f  c o r r e la t in g  th e  v a r ia n ts  w ith  

sex o f  sp eak e r. Women ten d  to  u se  more ( a - l )  th an  men, and le s s  (a -3 ) 

and ( a -2 ) .  Note th a t  a lthough  th e  N o f  cases i s  sm all, 6 l.2 #  o f  th e  

occu rren ces  o f  (a -3 ) a re  used by men, w h ile  63.2% o f  th e  ( a - l )  v a r ia n ts  

a re  used by  women.

(a -k )
k

0.1%

k

0.1%

8

0.1%

(a -3 ) 52 82 13k

1.5% 2.8% 2.1%

(a-2 ) 2873 252k 5397

83.5% 86.8% 85 . 0%

( a - l  ) 512 298 810

Ik .  9% 10.2% 12.8%

N= 3^41 2908 63k9

Figure 2k; Variants of (a) by sex
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Social Class

F ig u re  25 shows th e  r e la t io n s h ip  between th e  s o c ia l  c la s s  o f 

th e  speakers and r e a l iz a t io n s  o f  th e  v a r ia b le .  The r e s u l t s  a re  i n t r i 

guing. The working c la s s  and th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  use  alm ost e x a c tly  th e  

same p ro p o rtio n s  o f  ( a -2 ) ,  b u t th ey  d i f f e r  g r e a t ly  in  t h e i r  use o f  (a -3 ) 

and ( a - l ) .  The upper c la s s  speakers a re  much more l i k e ly  to  use th e  

c e n tr a l  ( a -3 ) ,  w h ile  th e  working c la s s  people a re  more l ik e ly  to  use  

( a - l ) .  Note th a t  th e  in te rm e d ia te  g ro u p 's  perform ance i s  very  s im ila r  

to  th a t  o f  th e  w orking c la s s .

N/%

a-U)
k

"e, ...'s , 
2 2 8

0.1% 0.2% 0.1% 0.1%

a-3 )
117 7 10 134
k.1% 0.6% 0.4% 2.1%

a—2)
2 k l l

85.1%

947

84.3%

2039

85 . 2%

5397

85 .0%

a - l )
301

10.6%

167

14.9%

342

14.3%

810

12.8%

N = 2833 1123 2393

F ig u re  25: V a rian ts  o f  (a) by c la s s
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A pp lica tio n s  o f  th e  F ro n tin g  Rule 

F ig u re  26 shows th e  r a t e  o f  a p p lic a tio n  o f  th e  f ro n tin g  r u le  

by each s o c ia l  gorup, b o th  g e n e ra lly  and by s ty le .  In  t h i s  t a b l e ,  a l l  

occurrences o f  (a -2 ) and ( a - l )  a re  counted a s  a p p lic a tio n s  o f  th e  r u le .

Two phenomena a re  notew orthy . W ithin each s o c ia l  g roup ing , age, 

sex , and c l a s s ,  th e  low er s ta tu s  groups app ly  th e  r u le  more o f te n  th an  

do th e  h ig h e r s ta tu s  groups. Young people app ly  th e  ru le  more o f te n  

th an  t h e i r  p a re n ts ,  women more th a n  men, and w orkers more o f te n  th an  th e  

in te rm e d ia te  group and th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a .  The d if fe re n c e s  a re  no t la r g e ,  

bu t th ey  a re  r e g u la r .

In all styles List Reading Careful Informal

Students 99.1% 96.0% 99 . 3% 99.52(100)* 100%
Parents 96.3 93 .1 95.3 98.7 99.2

Women 9 8 .L 96.6 98.0 9 9 . k (99 . 9 ) 100

Men 97.1 92.5 96.8 98.9 98.9

Workers 99.5 99.5 99.4 99.6  (100) 100

Intermediate 99.2 96.0 99.5 99.2  (100) 100

Intelligentsia 95.8 89.7 9 k .9 98.7 99.1

^F igures in  p a ren th ese s  show r e s u l t s  when th e  v o ic e le s s  (a-k ) v a r ia n t  
i s  no t co n sid e red

Figure 26: Applications of the fronting rule



TU

The second th in g  im p o rtan t in  t h i s  t a b le  i s  th a t  w ith  o n ly  a 

few m inor ex cep tio n s  a l l  groups show a s tea d y  in c re a se  in  t h e i r  a p p l i 

c a tio n s  o f  th e  r u le  w ith  a  d ecrease  in  fo rm a li ty . In  a d d i t io n ,  th e  r e 

la t io n s h ip  m entioned above i s  m ain ta in ed . S tu d en ts  apply th e  r u l e  more 

o f te n  th a n  t h e i r  p a re n ts  in  every  s t y l e ,  women fo llo w  th e  same p a t te r n  

w ith  men. The o n ly  excep tion  i s  in  c la s s ;  th e  in te rm e d ia te  group a p p lie s  

th e  r u le  s l i g h t l y  more th an  th e  w orkers in  th e  re ad in g  s ty le .

In  a d d i t io n ,  n o te  th a t  th e  h ig h e r s t a tu s  groups, p a r e n ts ,  men, 

and i n t e l l i g e n t s i a ,  never reach  100% a p p l ic a t io n  o f  th e  r u le .

Sex and C lass

F ig u re  27 shows th e  e f f e c t s  o f  th e  in te r a c t io n  o f  sex  and 

c la s s  on th e  o ccu rrences o f  th e  v a r ia b le .  The most in te r e s t in g  th in g  

h e re  i s  th e  b eh av io r o f  th e  in te rm e d ia te  g roup . The women behave v e ry  

much l i k e  th e  working c la s s  women; b o th  groups hug th e  100% l i n e .  The 

in te rm e d ia te  c la s s  men show a d i f f e r e n t  p a t te r n :  in  the  word l i s t  s ty l e  

t h e i r  p e rcen tag e  o f  ru le  a p p lic a t io n s  f a l l s  in  between th e  w orking c la s s  

and i n t e l l i g e n t s i a ,  b u t in  th e  read in g  s ty le  th ey  pass th e  w orking c la s s  

and re a c h  100% a p p lic a t io n  in  th e  c a r e fu l  c o n v e rsa tio n a l s t y l e .

I t  sho u ld  be no ted  th a t  i f  i t  were no t fo r  a few uses  o f  (a -U ), 

th e  devoiced  v a r i a n t ,  b o th  working c la s s  and in te rm e d ia te  c la s s  women 

and working c la s s  men would have a p p lie d  th e  r u le  100% in  th e  c a r e f u l  

c o n v e rsa tio n a l s t y l e .  T his means th a t  w orking c la s s  women show no use 

o f  (a -3 ) in  any s ty l e .
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Age and Class

F ig u re  28 shows a p p l ic a t io n s  o f  th e  r u le  hy age and c la s s .  The 

p a t te r n  h e re  i s  s im ila r  to  th o se  shown e a r l i e r ;  s tu d e n ts  ten d  to  app ly  

th e  r u le  more o f te n  th an  t h e i r  p a re n ts ,  and low er c la s s  groups more 

o f te n  th a n  th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a .

I t  shou ld  he m entioned th a t  i f  v o ic e le s s  v a r ia n ts  were d is r e 

gard ed , o n ly  th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  p a re n ts  would no t reach  100^ a p p lic a t io n  

o f  th e  f ro n t in g  r u le  in  b o th  c o n v e rsa tio n a l s t y l e s .

100%-T

9 5 % -

List Reading Careful Inform al

Student Worker 
Student Intermediate 
Student Upper

Parent Worker x— *— *— x
Parent Intermediate ++++++++++ 
Parent Upper

Figure 28: Application of the fronting rule by age and class
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Age and Sex
F igure  29 shows th e  r e la t io n s h ip  between age and sex and r u le  

a p p lic a t io n . The same p a t te rn s  h o ld  th ro u g h o u t. S tu d en ts  apply th e  

r u le  more o f te n  th a n  t h e i r  p a re n ts ,  women more o f te n  th an  men. Note 

however th a t  th e  male p a re n ts  b reak  th e  f a m ilia r  p a t te r n  by app ly ing  

th e  ru le  le s s  o f te n  in  th e  in fo rm al c o n v e rsa tio n a l s ty le  th an  in  c a r e fu l  

speech.

Female s tu d en ts  

Female p a re n ts

L is t  Reading C arefu l In form al N

97.0% 99.2% 99.k%(lOO) 100% 1861+

96.0  95 .9  99.2 (9 9 .8 ) 100 1577

Male Students 

Male parents
9^.8  98.7  99.7  (100) 100 1548

89.7  94.6  98.1  97.9  1360

F igure  29: F ro n tin g  ru le  by age and sex

Sex, Age and C lass 

F igure  30 shows th e  p e rcen tag e  o f ru le  a p p lic a tio n s  by th e  

f in e s t  breakdown o f  s o c ia l  c a te g o r ie s .  A ll th e  p a t te rn s  noted  e a r l i e r  

ho ld . This i s  im p o rtan t because i t  shows th a t  th e  r e s u l t s  d isp lay ed  

in  e a r l i e r  c h a r ts  were not m erely an a r t i f a c t  o f  lumping to g e th e r  d i f 

fe re n t s o c ia l  g roups.



List Reading Careful Informal N

Female student workers 100% 100%> 100# 100# 696

Female student intermediate 100 100 98.3 (lOO) 100 U5I
Female student intelligentsia 92.6 99*5 99*^ (100) 100 717

Female parent workers 100 100 99*2 (100) 100 603
Female parent intermediate 100 99.0 100 100 177
Female parent intelligentsia 90.8 91-1 98.9 100 717

Male student workers 9 8.0 99-^ 99*1 (100) 100 U96

Male student intermediate 9^*1 99*5 100 100 337
Male student intelligentsia 92.8 97.8 100 100 715

Male parent workers 100 97■8 100 100 518
Male parent intermediate 88.2 99.0 100 100 158
Male parent intelligentsia 8lJk 91.2 97.0 9^.5 686

Figure 30: Applications of the fronting rule by class, age, and sex
00
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Distribution of Variants

The p reced in g  p re s e n ta t io n  o f  th e  d a ta  assumed t h a t  th e re  was 

one f ro n t in g  r u le  o p e ra tin g  in  t h i s  d i a l e c t .  However, e a r l i e r  evidence 

suggested  th a t  two r u le s  m ight be  o p e ra tin g . The fo llo w in g  ta b le s  w i l l  

show how th e  th re e  v o iced  v a r ia n ts  a re  d i s t r ib u te d  among th e  v a rio u s  

s o c ia l  g roups; th e  d is c u s s io n  foJlow ing  th e  p re s e n ta tio n  o f  d a ta  w i l l  

d e a l w ith  th e  problem  o f  w hether one r u le  o r  two a re  b e in g  used .

The most obvious th in g  in  a l l  th e s e  graphs i s  t h a t  th e  m a jo rity  

o f  form s c o n s is ts  o f  th e  (a -2 ) v a r i a n t . This i s  p a r t i a l l y  a  fu n c tio n  o f  

th e  way th e  d a ta  were an a ly zed , b u t th e  p a tte rn in g  o f  th e  two extrem es -  

(a -3 ) and ( a - l )  -  i s  in t r ig u in g .

Sex and S ty le

F ig u re  31 shows th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f  v a r ia n ts  by men and women 

in  th e  d i f f e r e n t  s ty l e s .  Hote th a n  in  every  s ty le  women u se  le s s  (a -3 ) 

and more ( a - l )  th an  th e  men. Also no te  t h a t  th e  use o f  (a -3 ) d ecreases 

and ( a - l )  in c re a se s  w ith  in fo rm a lity  fo r  b o th  sexes; however men use 

s l i g h t l y  more (a -3 ) in  th e  in fo rm al s ty le  th an  in  c a re fu l  speech .

Age and S ty le

F ig u re  32 shows th e  e f f e c t  o f  age on th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f  v a r

ia n t s  a c ro ss  s ty le s .  The s tu d en ts  u se  much le s s  (a -3 ) and much more 

( a - l )  th a n  t h e i r  p a re n ts .  Again, th e  use  o f  (a -3 ) d ec rea se s  w ith  in 

fo rm a li ty  w hile  ( a - l )  in c re a s e s ;  th e  p a re n ts  however use more ( a - l )  in  

th e  c a r e fu l  c o n v e rs tio n a l s ty le  th an  in  th e  in form al s ty le .



Figure 31: Occurrence of the variants by sex and style
a - 3) (a —2 ) (a —1 )

Word L i s t (3 .4 ) 8 5 . 9 % 1 0 .6

R eading (2 .0 ) 83.3% l 4 .6

C a re fu l (0. 1) 81.3% 1 8 .0

Informal 8 0 .9  %

Females
1 9 .1

Word List 7 .5 8 5 .0  % 7 .5

R eading (3 .0 ) 8 7 .3 % 9 .5

Careful (0 .9 ) 8 7 . 0 % 12.0

In fo rm a l (1 . 1) 8 5 .2 % 1 3 .8 COo
M ales



F ig u re  32: O ccurrence  o f  th e  v a r i a n t s  by age and s t y l e

(a -3 )  (a -2 )

Word L i s t U.C 86.4%

( a - l )

9 .6

R eading (0 .7 ) 8 5 . 7 % 1 3 .6

C a re fu l 8 5 . 1 % 1 4 .9

In fo rm a l 7 6 . 1 %

S tu d e n ts

23 .9

Word L i s t 8 4 .5 * 8 .7

R eading 84.6% 1 0 .7

C a re fu l (1. 1) 86.1 * 12 .6

In fo rm a l (0 . 8 ) 6 7 . 9 *
P a re n ts

1 1 .3
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Class and Style
F ig u re  33 shows a  v ery  s im ila r  p a t te r n  to  t h a t  in  f ig u r e  32.

Note however th a t  th e  u se  o f  ( a - l )  fo llow s th e  expected  p a t te r n  on ly  

fo r  th e  w orking c la s s .  The in te rm e d ia te  group u ses  ( a - l )  more o f te n  

in  c a re fu l  co n v ersa tio n  th a n  in  in form al c o n v e rsa tio n , w h ile  th e  i n t e l 

l i g e n t s i a  speakers use ( a - l )  l e s s  in  th e  c a r e fu l  s ty l e  th a n  th e y  do in  

th e  re a d in g .

D iscussion

The d a ta  th a t  have been p resen ted  h e re  show th a t  th e  v a r ia t io n  

in  th e  r e a l iz a t io n  o f  (a ) in  th e  Poznan d ia l e c t  can in  no way be con

s id e re d  random o r  f r e e  v a r i a t io n .  V a ria tio n  i s  c o n s tra in e d  by phono

lo g ic a l  f e a tu r e s ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  by th e  p lace  o f  a r t i c u l a t i o n ,  v o ic in g , 

and p a la t a l iz a t io n  o f  th e  p reced ing  segment. To a  l e s s e r  e x te n t f ro n tin g  

i s  co n d itio n ed  by th e  v o w el's  p o s i t io n  in  th e  word r e l a t i v e  to  word s t r e s s  

and by th e  gram m atical form o f  th e  word in  which th e  v a r ia b le  o ccu rs .

S o c ia l and s t y l i s t i c  e f f e c t s  seem to  o p e ra te  in d ep en d en tly  o f 

l i n g u i s t i c  c o n s t r a in ts .  The use  o f  f ro n t v a r ia n ts  in c re a se s  w h ile  th e  

c e n tr a l  (a -3 ) v a r ia n t  d ec rea se s  as th e  s ty le  becomes p ro g re s s iv e ly  le s s  

fo rm a l. Sex, ag e , and s o c ia l  c la s s  a lso  r e l a t e  to  u se  o f  th e  v a r ia n ts ;  

women c o n s is te n t ly  u se  f r o n t  v a r ia n ts  more th an  men, s tu d e n ts  more th an  

p a re n ts ,  and working c la s s  and th e  in te rm e d ia te  group more th a n  th e  

i n t e l l i g e n t s i a .

In  a d d it io n , th e  low er s ta tu s  g roups, e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  c a te 

g o rie s  o f age and s o c ia l  c l a s s ,  show very  few occu rrences o f  th e  c e n tr a l  

(a -3 ) v a r ia n t .  In  f a c t ,  on ly  in  th e  two form al s ty le s  do th e y  u se  th i s  

form. They a lso  c o n s is te n t ly  show an in c re a se d  use  o f  f ro n te d  ( a - l )



Figure 33: Occurrence of the variants hy class and style
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L is t (O. M 87 . 3 % 1 2 . 2

Reading (0 . 6 ) 86. 6 % 12.8

C arefu l 83 . 6 % 16 .0

In form al 77.1% 22.9

Working C lass

L is t 9.}. 88.2 % 7 .8

Reading (0 . 5 ) 85.6% 13.9

C arefu l 79 . 7 % 19.5

Inform al 83 . 2 % 16.8

In te rm ed ia te  Group

L is t 10.3 82.8 6.9

Reading 83 . 8 % 11.1

C arefu l (1. 1) 89 . 6 % 9 .1

In form al (0 . 9 ) 85 .6  %a t ■ 13.5

I n t e l l i g e n t s i a
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w ith  in c re a se d  in fo r m a l i ty ,  to  th e  e x te n t t h a t  from 19.1# to  23.9# o f  

a l l  t h e i r  (a) to k en s in  th e  in fo rm al s ty le  a re  r e a l iz e d  as ( a - l ) .

The h ig h e r  s ta tu s  groups show a  d i f f e r e n t  p a t te r n .  Men, p a r

e n t s ,  and th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  show a l l  th r e e  v a r ia n ts  in  every s ty le .

In  a d d i t io n ,  w h ile  th e  speech o f th e  low er s ta tu s  groups m ight he ch ar

a c te r iz e d  p r im a r i ly  hy an in c re a se  o f  ( a - l )  w ith  in fo rm a li ty , th e  h ig h e r 

s ta tu s  g ro u p s , p a r t i c u l a r ly  in  th e  age and c la s s  c a te g o r ie s ,  a re  ch a r

a c te r iz e d  more hy a  s tead y  decrease  o f  ( a -3 ) .  T h e ir u se  o f  ( a - l )  i s  

somewhat in c o n s is te n t  and does no t fo llo w  th e  expected  p a t te rn .

This su g g es ts  th a t  th e re  a re  a c tu a l ly  two r u le s  o p e ra tin g  h e re , 

and th a t  th e  vowel s h i f t  i s  o c cu rrin g  in  two s ta g e s . The f i r s t  s tag e  

has ( a - 3 ) —> (a -2 ); th e  second p a r t  i s  ( a - 2 ) —» ( a - l ) .

In  th e  low er s ta tu s  g roups, women, s tu d e n ts ,  and th e  working 

c la s s ,  th e  f i r s t  change i s  n e a rly  com plete . The (a -3 ) v a r ia n t  occurs 

o n ly  in  form al s t y l e s ,  and only  r a r e ly  th e r e .  The second change, 

( a - 2 ) - » ( a - l ) , i s  w e ll underway, ev idenced  hy th e  r e g u la r i ty  o f  p a t te rn in g  

found in  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f ( a - l ) .

In  th e  h ig h e r  s ta tu s  groups th e  f i r s t  change i s  w ell underway, 

h u t th e  sec o n d ,(a - 2 ) - » (a - l ) ,  i s  no t y e t  w e ll sy s te m a tiz ed , as i s  shown 

hy th e  i r r e g u l a r i t y  o f  p a t te rn in g .

These d a ta  f i t  Lahov's model fo r  "change from helow" (Lahov 

1972h:123,290) i . e . ,  from helow th e  l e v e l  o f  conscious aw areness. The 

e f f e c t s  o f  a  change from helow a re  more n o tic e a b le  in  l e s s  form al s ty l e s ;  

we have seen  th a t  in  th e s e  d a ta  more v a r ia t io n  among s o c ia l  groups i s  

found in  th e  c o n v e rsa tio n a l s ty le s .  In  a d d i t io n ,  change from helow i s  

in a u g u ra ted  hy low er s ta tu s  g ro u p s. We see  c le a r ly  t h a t  th e  low er s ta tu s
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groups in  th e  community a re  le a d in g  th e  way in  th e  f r o n t in g  o f  ( a ) .

The b eh av io r o f  th e  in te rm e d ia te  group i s  p a r t i c u l a r ly  i n t e r 

e s t in g .  T h e ir use o f  (a -3 ) p a r a l l e l s  th a t  o f  th e  w orking c la s s ,  w hile  

t h e i r  u se  o f  ( a - l )  shows th e  same la c k  o f  s y s te m a tiz a tio n  found in  th e  

speech o f  th e  upper c la s s .  The v a r ia b le  ( a ) ,  l i k e  ( § ) ,  i s  obviously  

s o c ia l ly  s e n s i t iv e  enough to  r e f l e c t  th e  t r u l y  in te rm e d ia te  p o s it io n  in  

th e  s o c ie ty  o f  th e se  sp eak e rs .



CHAPTER V 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

This s tudy  has d e a l t  w ith  th e  s o c ia l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f two l in g 

u i s t i c  v a r ia b le s ,  (g) and ( a ) ,  in  a P o lish  community. The d a ta  p re se n te d  

here  have shown th a t  n o t on ly  i s  v a r ia t io n  in  language use c o n s tra in e d  by 

l i n g u i s t i c  f a c to r s ,  b u t b o th  v a r ia b le s  a re  s o c ia l ly  and s t y l i s t i c a l l y  

s e n s i t iv e .  More im p o r ta n tly , each v a r ia b le  r e f l e c t s  in  i t s  v a r ia t io n  

d i f f e r e n t  s o c ia l  p ro c e sse s .

The sample p o p u la tio n  was s t r a t i f i e d  by s e x , age and s o c ia l  c la s s .  

S o c ia l c la s s  membership i s  d e fin e d  in  Poland by ed u ca tio n  and occu p a tio n . 

S ince broad o c cu p a tio n a l c a te g o r ie s  a re  c lo se ly  t i e d  to  le v e l  o f  ed u ca tio n  

and s in ce  e d u c a tio n a l o p p o r tu n i tie s  have in c re a se d  d ra m a tic a lly  s in ce  

World War I I ,  upward m o b ility  i s  n o t uncommon in  contem porary Poland.

S o c ia l c la s s  membership can be changed w ith in  th e  span o f  a  s in g le  gen er

a t io n .  This has g iven  a  very  dynamic q u a li ty  to  th e  P o lish  s o c ia l  s t r u c 

tu r e .

S o c ia l c a te g o r ie s  o th e r  th an  s o c ia l  c la s s  were a lso  shown to  be 

im p o rtan t. Age and sex  in  t h i s  s o c ie ty , as in  a l l  s o c i e t i e s ,  a re  s t r a t -  

i f i c a t i o n a l  v a r ia b le s ,  b u t not s o c ia l  c la s s  m arkers . This s o c ia l  s t r a t 

i f i c a t i o n  by age and sex  i s  r e f l e c te d  in  th e  d a ta .

The a n a ly s is  o f  l i n g u i s t i c  v a r ia t io n  in c o rp o ra tin g  bo th  l in g u i s 
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t i c  and s o c ia l  c o n s tra in ts  has c le a re d  up some o f  th e  con toversy  su rroun

d ing  th e  l i n g u i s t i c  s ta tu s  o f  / § /  in  P o lish . I t  was shown th a t  a l l  v a r

ia n ts  o f  (§) can occur in  n e a r ly  every  l i n g u i s t i c  environm ent, a  f in d in g  

co u n te r to  a l l  th e  m ajor s tu d ie s  p re v io u s ly  done on t h i s  vowel. However, 

th e  v a r i a t io n  i s  no t random; th e  occurrences o f  th e  v a r ia n ts  o f  (§ ) can 

be p re d ic te d  by a com bination o f  f a c to r s ;  p h o n o lo g ic a l, s o c ia l ,  and s t y l 

i s t i c .

The a n a ly s is  o f  (e )  a lso  showed th a t  th e  v a r ia b le  i s  s e n s i t iv e  

to  o v e rt p re s su re  from above. The low er s ta tu s  a d u lt  men used more p re s 

t i g e  v a r i a n t s ,  o r what th e y  co n sid e red  to  be p r e s t ig e  v a r ia n t s ,  in  th e  

form al re a d in g  s ty le  th an  d id  th e  p re s t ig io u s  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  sp ea k e rs . 

This phenomenon i s  known as h y p e rc o rre c tio n , and has been shown in  o th e r 

s tu d ie s  to  r e f l e c t  th e  s e n s i t i v i t y  o f lower s ta tu s  groups to  p re s su re  

from above.

The a n a ly s is  o f  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  l i n g u i s t i c  c o n s tr a in ts  on (a) has 

shown th a t  vowel f ro n tin g  i s  p re d ic ta b le  by l i n g u i s t i c  environm ents. The 

p h o n o lo g ica l fe a tu re s  o f  th e  p reced in g  segment have th e  s tro n g e s t  e f f e c t  

on th e  r e a l i z a t io n  o f th e  v a r ia b le .

However th e  a n a ly s is  o f  s o c ia l  c o n s tr a in ts  on th e  v a r ia b le  dem

o n s tra te d  som ething th a t  th e  l i n g u i s t i c  a n a ly s is  m issed: th e  vowel / a /  i s  

in  th e  p ro cess  o f  change, and th a t  change i s  o c cu rrin g  below th e  l e v e l  o f 

co nsc iousness o f th e  sp ea k e rs . The change i s  o c cu rrin g  in  two s ta g e s ,

C a ] [ a < ] ,  and Ca<] Cae] o r  [*1. Lower s ta tu s  groups -  young p e o p le , 

women, and th e  working c la s s  -  a re  le ad in g  th e  p o p u la tio n  in  t h i s  vowel 

s h i f t .  For th e se  g roups, th e  f i r s t  s tag e  o f  th e  change. Call-» Ca 1 , i s  

n e a r ly  com plete, and th e  second s tag e  i s  w e ll under way. H igher s ta tu s
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groups -  a d u l t s ,  m ales, and th e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  -  a re  la g g in g  behind in  

b o th  changes. The s h i f t  from [a ]  to  CaeD o r  [a ]  i s  p ro b ab ly  p a r t  o f  a 

chain  s h i f t  which in c lu d e s  Co]-» Ca], b u t on ly  an ecd o ta l ev idence was 

p re se n te d  to  support t h i s  co n ten tio n .

The most in te r e s t in g  p a r t  o f  th e  a n a ly s is  p re se n te d  h e re ,  and 

th e  most s ig n i f ic a n t  t h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  i s  th e  s e n s i t i v i t y  o f  b o th  v a r ia b le s  

to  th e  s o c ia l ly  ambiguous p o s i t io n  o f  th e  in te rm e d ia te  group. Im portan t 

s o c ia l  p ro ce sses  emerged which m ight have been m issed had a  s t r i c t  c la s s  

model o f  th e  s o c ie ty  been used .

The beh av io r o f  t h i s  r e s id u a l  s o c ia l  group r e f l e c t s  very  s tro n g 

ly  th e  ongoing s o c ia l  change in  Poland. I f  t h i s  group had been l e f t  out 

o f  th e  a n a ly s is  in te r e s t in g  k inds o f  b eh av io r would s t i l l  have emerged, 

b u t th e  p rocesses th a t  a re  c u r re n tly  c h a r a c te r i s t i c  o f  P o lish  so c ie ty  

would have been le s s  c l e a r .  The beh av io r o f  t h i s  in te rm e d ia te  s o c ia l  

group shows e x p l i c i t l y  t h a t  th e  l i n g u i s t i c  and s o c ia l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  in  

t h i s  community i s  no t s t a t i c .

For example, th e  a n a ly s is  o f  (§) showed th e  l i n g u i s t i c  in se c u r

i t y  o f  th e  p a re n ta l  g en e ra tio n  and a t  th e  same tim e showed how th e  d i f f e r 

en t m a n ife s ta tio n s  o f  h y p e rc o rre c tio n  by th e  in te rm e d ia te  group and th e  

w orking c la s s  r e f l e c t  d i f f e r e n t  s o c ia l  p ro c e sse s . Both groups hypercor

re c te d  in  th e  read in g  s t y l e ;  however w h ile  th e  in te rm e d ia te  s o c ia l  group 

used  a  g re a te r  p e rcen tag e  o f th e  p r e s t ig e  v a r ia n t  th an  d id  th e  i n t e l l i g e n t 

s i a ,  th e  working c la s s  h y p e rc o rre c te d  by in c re a s in g  t h e i r  use o f  a s t i g 

m atized  form , even in  u n fav o rab le  p h o n o lo g ica l environm ents. This f in d in g  

su g g es ts  th a t  h y p e rc o rre c tio n  may be a  more in ç o r ta n t  in d ic a to r  o f  s o c ia l  

p re s su re  th an  had p re v io u s ly  been th o u g h t. At l e a s t  in  P o l is h ,  th e  v a r -
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iant used in hyper correct ion has more to say about social processes 
than does merely the presence of hypercorrection.

The variable (§) was also shown to be sensitive to the dif
ferent social realities for young people and their parents, particularly 
in the working class and the intermediate group. The differential usage 
of the variants of (e) by young people and their parents reflects the 
greater mobility in Poland today, particularly through education. The 
variable is sensitive not only to the presence of a system of social mo
bility, but also to the likelihood that aspirations of mobility might be 

realized.
The analysis of (a) also showed the sensitivity of the variable 

to the ambiguous position of the intermediate social group, again par
ticularly in the parental generation. In their realizations of this var
iable, as with the (g), the intermediate group displayed extremes of be
havior, behaving like the working class in the conversational styles and 

the intelligentsia in the formal styles.
Both variables then are extremely sensitive to processes of so

cial change and social mobility. The sensitivity of the variables is 
great enough that they can be used as diagnostics to define the social 
roles of the members of the speech community (see Johnson 1979b for an 

attempt to do this).
The results presented here are directly comparable to results 

of similar studies in the United States. Both Poland and the United 

States are stratified societies ; in both there is not only an ideology 
but also a reality of social mobility. The bases for stratification in 

the two societies are somewhat different; income is not a stratification-
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a l  v a r ia b le  in  Poland. The p re v a il in g  socioeconom ic ideo logy  o f th e  two 

s o c ie t ie s  i s  a ls o  d i f f e r e n t .  The U nited  S ta te s  i s  c a p i t a l i s t ;  Poland, 

o u ts id e  th e  a g r i c u l tu r a l  s e c to r ,  i s  s o c i a l i s t .  T his study  han shown th a t  

in  s p i te  o f  th e  d i f f e r e n t  socioeconomic bases  and s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  v a r ia b le s  

in  th e  two s o c i e t i e s ,  th e  same p ro cesses  o f  l i n g u i s t i c  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  a re  

o c cu rrin g . This in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  key v a r ia b le s  in  l i n g u i s t i c  s t r a t i f 

ic a t io n  a re  s o c ia l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  and th e  means f o r  s o c ia l  m o b ility .

The l i n g u i s t i c  p ro c e sse s  d esc rib ed  in  t h i s  s tu d y  r e f l e c t  th e  

ra p id  s o c ia l  change t h a t  Poland has undergone in  th e  l a s t  35 y e a rs . They 

a lso  su g g est t h a t  th e  changes a re  s t i l l  ongoing. D iffe ren ces  among th e  

young people  in  th e  r e a l i z a t io n s  o f  bo th  v a r ia b le s  were much l e s s ,  re g a rd 

le s s  o f  s o c ia l  c la s s  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  than  th o se  among th e  a d u l ts .  This sug

g e s ts  th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  t h a t  c la s s  d if fe re n c e s  a re  becoming le s s  im portan t 

in  P o lish  s o c ie ty ,  however only  a re s tu d y  o f  th e  community o r th e  d isco v 

e ry  o f  a l i n g u i s t i c  v a r ia b le  r e f l e c t in g  s tro n g  c la s s  d if fe re n c e s  among 

th e  young p eop le  cou ld  v a l id a te  o r  r e je c t  t h a t  p o s s ib i l i t y .

F in a l ly ,  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  a n a ly s is  o f  language 

use a re  com parable to  th e  r e s u l t s  o f s o c io lo g ic a l  s tu d ie s  in  Poland i s  

in d ic a t iv e  o f  th e  r o le  s o c io l in g u is t i c  re s e a rc h  can p la y  in  more g en e ra l 

s tu d ie s  o f  p ro cesses  o f  s o c ia l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  and s o c ia l  change. S o c io - 

l i n g u i s t i c  d a ta  can be u sed  as a  s o c ia l  d ia g n o s tic  and can be used to  r e 

i f y ,  v a l id a te ,  o r  q u e s tio n  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  o th e r  k inds o f  s o c ia l  re se a rc h .



NOTES

1. This re s e a rc h  was conducted d u ring  th e  academic y ear 1976-77> and
was funded in  p a r t  hy th e  F u lh r i^ t-H a y s  program and a  P o lish  Gov
ernment G rant.

2. The f a th e r  o f  one o f th e  s tu d en ts  was horn  in  what i s  now p a r t  o f
th e  U kra ine ; a t  th e  tim e th e  a re a  was p a r t  o f  Poland. S ince th e  f a 
th e r  co n sidered  h im se lf t o  he a P o le , I  l e f t  th e  son in  th e  san g le .

3. I  would l ik e  to  thank  R alph Cooley o f th e  Department o f Communication,
U n iv e rs ity  o f  Oklahoma f o r  a s s i s t in g  me.

i)-. P a r t o f  th e  a n a ly s is  p re se n te d  in  t h i s  ch ap te r has p re v io u s ly  appeared
in  p r i n t .  See Johnson 1979%, 1979h; Johnson and Zysk 1978.

5. Follow ing s tan d a rd  p r a c t ic e ,  symbols in  b ra c k e ts  a re  ph o n e tic  seg
m ents, symbols in  v irg u le s  a re  phonemes, and symbols in  p a ren th eses  
are  l i n g u i s t i c  v a r ia b le s .

6. A p o r t io n  o f th e  a n a ly s is  p re sen te d  in  t h i s  ch ap te r i s  based  on a  
paper e n t i t l e d  "S o c ia l C o rre la te s  o f  a  P o ss ib le  Vowel S h if t  in  P o lish "  
read  a t  th e  1979 Mid-America L in g u is tic s  Conference in  L in co ln , Neb
ra sk a .
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APPENDIX A

THE SAMPLE

In fo r 
mant

Sex Age Level o f 
Education

Occupation Years in  
Poznan*

Class

A 1 M kg co lleg e c h e m is t/c o lle g e  r e c to r  28 I n t e l l .
2 F kg co lleg e chem ist 28 I n t e l l .

3 F 18 —— —— —— I n t e l l .
B h M 51 co lleg e e l e c t r i c a l  eng ineer 30 I n t e l l .

5 F UT co lleg e l ib r a r i a n 30 I n t e l l .

6 M 19 —— ——— I n t e l l .

C T M 51 co lleg e neiirosurgeon —— I n t e l l .

8 F k6 co lleg e p sy ch o lo g is t “ I n t e l l .

9 F IT — — I n t e l l .

D 10 M 56 co lleg e s c i e n t i f i c  worker 29 I n t e l l .

11 F 5U co lleg e te a c h e r 29 I n t e l l .

12 M IT ——— —— I n t e l l .

E 13 M Ut v o c a tio n a l la th e  o p e ra to r — Worker

ll; F Ut elem entary unemployed 20 Worker

15 F 18 — ---- — Worker

F 16 M U9 v o c a tio n a l locksm ith Worker

IT F U6 elem entary unemployed —— Worker

18 M 18 ---- ---- --- Worker

G 19 F Ut h ig h  school seam stress —— Worker

20 F IT —— ----- —— Worker

H 21 M 50 elem entary p h y s ic a l la b o re r 2T Worker

22 F 5U elem entary fa c to ry  la b o re r —— Worker

I  23 M U6 v o c a tio n a l te a c h e r — In term .

2k F IT mm In term .

9 7
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25 F 1+7 high school intellectual worker 20 Interm.
26 M 18 —— — — — — Interm.

27 M l6 — — Intell.
28 M 19 — — — — Intell.
29 F 17 — —— — — —— Intell.
30 F 17 ——— — — —— Intell.
31 F 17 -- ——— — — Worker
32 M 17 — — — — Worker
33 M 17 — — — Worker
3h F 18 — — — — — — — Worker
35 F l6 — — — — — — — Interm.
36 M 19 — — — — — — — Interm.
37 F 18 « M M Interm.

*For n o n -n a tiv e s .

In d iv id u a ls  grouped ty  l e t t e r s  a re  members o f  th e  same fam ily . 

In d iv id u a ls  27 th rough  37 a re  s tu d e n ts  whose p a re n ts  were no t in c lu d ed  

in  th e  sam ple.



APPENDIX B

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE

oddal

oddai

o d d z ia i

inny

samoobsiugowy

s i§

p roszç

s v iç ty

m&drosc

d o s ta i

poci&gieni

poczg tek

ciekawy

czekamy

miec

mecz

s z la

s la d

S e c tio n  ]C; Word L i s t

p o szed i

vsponmien

myszki

m yslec

um ari

zaczg i

zac zgio

chodz

h o id

p r o s i l i i c i e

je z d i iy s c ie

czoiowka

k to rz y

zyc

d z is

t r z y

czy

zimowisko

i a t a  

l a t a  

zoi&dz 

z io ik o  

( z io ik o )
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S e c tio n  I I  ; Reading 

Co Wy Na To?

Do k ra ju  p rz y je c h a i re z y s e r .  Nie b y io  go t u  15 l a t .  W tym 

c z a s ie  w y b ii s i§ .  S ta i  si© znany, g io sn y , ceniony, nagradzany. Jego 

film y  -  w w igkszosci znane i  w k ra ju  -  r o b i iy  kasg i  jed n o czesn ie  p re te n -  

dowaiy do ran g i wydarzen a rty s ty cz n y c b . Rezyser p rz y je c h a i p ry w atn ie , 

aby odw iedzic ro d z ico v , spo tkac  s ig  z p rz y ja c iô lm i, a  p rzy  o k a z ji poroz- 

mawiac o ew entualnej w spôipracy z Filmem Polskim .

Rezyser je sz c z e  n ie  d o je ch a i a  t u  ju z  s ig  zaczg io . Gala p ra sa  

na w y sc ig i zaczg ia  drukowac w spom nienia, rozmowy, p a n e g iry k i. Rezyser 

jako niemowlg, jako  d z ie c ig ,  d o ra s ta jg c y  m io d z ien iec , w re szc ie  mlody a r -  

t y s t a  i  d z is  -  gwiazda f ilm u .

Po p rz y je zd z ie  b y io  je sz c z e  le p ie .  I  to  mime ze re z y se r  powie- 

d z ia i :  "Wywiady mnie nuzg.", z u m a l is c i  n ie  d a l i  mu spokoju . Kazdy c h c ia i  

n a p is a c , ze s c is k a i  praw icg Romka.

Co b y s t r z e j s i  p o su n e li s ig  nawet do metod znanych skgdingd. Pu- 

b lik o w a li bowiem fragm enty podsiuchanych jego  rozmow, s trz g p y  rzuconych 

m ysli o szkolnych schodach i  o ty c h , co ju z  o d e sz li .

P y ta l i  go, czy jak o  cudowne dziecko v  wieku l a t  p ig cu  "z io zy i

slubow anie film ow e?", "D laczego n ie  d o s ta i  O skara?", "Dlaczego n ie  r e a l -  

iz u je  d la  te le w iz ji? '* , "Jak  zyc?"

Krakowski ty godn ik  zach iy sty w ai s ig ,  ze nawet mimo au ry , k to ra  

s p rz y s ig g ia  s ig  p rzeciw ko , re z y se r  wynajgtym samochodem d o ta r i  z P rag i do 

Krakowa. Dai bowiem siow o, ze b g d z ie . I  b y i .  I  to  ja k i  b y i :  "mimo ty lu

przezyc i  upiywu l a t  -  Roman P o lan sk i niczym alchem ik k o rz y s ta jg c y  z " e l -

ik s i r u  m iodosci" n ie  zm ien ii s ig  z u p e in ie " .
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To te n  sam, "maly, czupurny blondynek", k to ry  ch o d z ii p rzed  l a t y  

po Krakovie i  s t r a s z y i lu d z i jako  Quasimodo, a potem z autorem  wspomnien 

ja d a i  " tra d y cy jn a  fa so lk g  po b re to n sk u " .

Ciesz&c s ig  sukcesami re z y s e ra  i  naprawdg lu b ig c  jego  film y po 

owej zdrowej p o r c j i  w azeliny poczuiem s ig  nieco niezdrow o. Ciekawe, ja k -  

by te z  c i  sami z u r n a l i s c i ,  k tô rz y  s p i j a l i  z u s t P o lansk iego  zyciowe mgd- 

r o s c i ,  zareagow ali na  podobne te k s ty  np. o d z iec in s tw le  bgdz co bgdz n a j -  

w ybitn ieszego  re z y s e ra , d z ia ia jg ceg o  w k ra ju  A ndrzeja Wajdy.
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S ec tio n  I I I ; In te rv iew

1. Do people  from Poznan speak b e t t e r  o r worse th a n  people from Warsaw 

o r Krakow? What k inds o f  d if fe re n c e s  a re  th e re ?

2. Do people  know th a t  you a re  from Poznan by th e  way you speak? How?

3. Do you th in k  th a t  people who have a good ed u ca tio n  speak b e t t e r  th an  

th o se  who d o n 't?  What d if f e re n c e s  a re  th e re ?

4. Can you t e l l  a  p e rs o n 's  ed u ca tio n  by th e  way he speaks? How?

5. Does th e  way a  person  speaks p lay  any k in d  o f  ro le  when he i s  lo o k 

in g  fo r  a  job  o r t ry in g  to  g e t a promotion? In  what way?

6. Can you t e l l  a  p e rso n 's  occupation  from th e  way he speaks? For ex

ample?

7. Can you t e l l  from th e  way a person  ta lk s  how o ld  he is ?  I s  th e re  any 

d if fe re n c e  between th e  speech o f o ld  people and th a t  o f young people? 

For example?

8. I s  th e re  any d if fe re n c e  between th e  speech o f  men and women? What 

d if f e re n c e s  a re  th e re ?

9. Do you th in k  i t ' s  b e t t e r  to  be a p h y s ica l o r  a  m ental worker? Why?

10. What k in d  o f  job  o r occupation  would you l i k e  to  have? Why?

11. I f  you cou ld  be any th ing  you w anted, more th a n  any th ing  e ls e  in  th e  

w orld , what would i t  be? Why?

12. When someone i s  choosing a job  o r occupation  what i s  th e  most im por

ta n t  f a c to r  in  h is  d e c is io n : income, p r e s t ig e ,  power, ease  o f  w ork, 

o r  maybe som ething e lse ?  why?

13. Does th a t  a c tu a l ly  happen? Do people r e a l l y  choose a jo b  fo r  th a t  

re a so n , o r  fo r  some o ther?
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A d d itio n a l Q uestions Asked in  Longer In te rv iew s 

lU. (asked  o f  s tu d e n ts )  What do you th in k  about th e  o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r  

young peop le  in  Poland today? Are th e  chances o f  g e t t in g  a  good ed

u c a tio n  and f in d in g  a  jo b  good?

15 . (asked  o f  p a re n ts )  How do o p p o r tu n itie s  f o r  young people  in  Poland 

to d a y , in  term s o f ed u ca tio n  and ençloym ent, compare w ith  th e  tim e 

when you were th e  age t h a t  your son or daugh ter i s  now?


