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PREFACE SEP

The aim of this thesie i= to prouatl as clearly and comprehensive-
ly as possible the Transition of the Chickasaw Indians, from an Organiz-
ed Nation to a Part of a State. My treatment of this subject lays no
claim to being exhaustive. There are many pgaps in this history of this
noble tribe of Indians which is not due to lack of information; tut for
the sake of brevity.

The early life of these people I have only touched here and there
and then sparingly. To have treated them fully would have meant months
of research resulting in & book of hundreds of psges.

Where factuzl material has Leen extensive, I have felt it erxpedient
to select, Those selections included have been made on the basis of the
recency and verification of the data, and the exactmess znd thoroughness
of the facts available,

It is my sincere wish that readers of this compilation might be

enlightened through my efforts.

Stillwater, Qklahoma

Jamiary 1958 Fas ¥u
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CHAPTER I.
BACKGRNUND

The idez of segrepation of the Indians in a territory by them-
selves was set forth in & treaty made by the United Ctates with the
Delsware Indisns in 1778, President Thomas Jefferson defending his
purchasing of the Louisiens Territory, in 1807, declured he wished to
find a new home in the West for those Indians who were them locited in
the eastern states. He farther stated he thought the Indlans would be
better satisfied if placed by themselves at some distence from the
whites.t

The first agitation, in & concerted form, toward moving the
Indisns from the Esst to & new home somewhere in the Yest, was made
by the state of Georgia. For some time the whites and Indians, in
fleorgia, had been having trouble of warious kinds. In 1832 the state
of Georgla ceded its westerm lunds to the United Statee under the terms
of an agreement by which the latter promised, at its own expense, to
extinguish the Indian title to lands.in Georgile as soon as it could be
done pescefully and on fevorable terms. The following yezr,130%, the
purchase of Loulsians provided & grest region to which it wes hoped the
Georgla Indians might be removed.”

The Cherokee Indians, realizing the inadesuscy of tribal orgenize-
tion, adopted & written constitution asnd established & republican form

1 Thomas Jefferson, The Vritings of the Thomes Jefferson Memorial
Asmcution’ wn- 36"3"385

2 E. ¥, Coulter. 4 Short History of Georgia, p. 131



of govermment in 1827, with Johm Ross &s president, This sct on the
m«mcmmuwtmwmununuudmumotm
southern Indisns, Georgie wes outraged by the erection of & state with-
hherlidta,turthw,uﬂinlmcxuﬁedhnrmhnw
the Indians, organized new counties to include their lands, and forbade
the Indisns to hold further elections or to muke new laws,

What these southern stetes wanted the Indiens teo do vas to move
west of the Mississipoi Biver, Femoval of the Indisns had been & de-
alared policy of the evecutive department of the Tnited States since
the surchase of Louisisns, and was, in fact fmplied in the Ceorgia
Compact of 1802, Since that time the government hed pursued the con-
mmmmoramamthmmuMsmmwm
ing him to leave it. '4s they became more localized through agrieulture
they becume more progressively ovposed to removal and, exceprt for &
disgruntled faction smongy the Cherokees, the tribe hed refused to go.
Precident idams refused %o ask for or to force removal of the Indians
%o dhe West. Since removel wes possidle in mo other way, the project
awaited the administration of President Jauckson. In 1820 Congress
officially adopted the removel policy and pave Jackson nower to carry
the project out by treaty with the Indiams, Jackson promptly sent
comnissioners south who at various times end places end by sundry
methods made treaties with the reluctant and helplecs Cherokees, Creeks,
Choctaws, Seminoles, and Chickassws, exchanging their lands in the Inst
for new homes in the Vest.

The removal of the Indisns from the south was & lurid episode, full
of crusliy, hypoerisy, and broken fsith on one side, and of suffering
cnd misery on the other. This removel of the Indians made twenty-{ive
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million acres of land availsble for land-grebbing whites.

The Chickasaws had been planning to move to the VWest for several
years prior to 1822, They resented the encroachment of the whites,
They sent & delegetion to Washington in 1808 to see Presldent Jefferson
about getting permission to settle on land West of the Mississippi
River, The president assured them they might go if they wished., Ae-
cordingly this tribe sent exploring parties West to seek new lands for

& m.‘

The next step taken by the Chickasaws was made in October,
1818, when by & treaty they rel inquished their ¢laims to ell lands

lying in Kentucky and Tennessee.” In 1831 the tribe decided to sccept
land in the territory west of Arkansas, north of the Ped River &nd

south of the Canadian, This location had elso been selectedly the
Choctaws, s0 by & tresty concluded on October 22, 1882, at Pontotoe
Creek, Missiseippi, between John Coffee, Comrissioner of the United
States, and the whole Chickasaw Nation, in Genersl Comneil, the Chickasews
agreed to move west and setile with the Choctaws. The netional govern-
ment agread to survey and sell the lsnds which the Chickasaws were hold-
ing in Mississippi, at the best possible price at private or publiec
sale; furthermore, the national government agreed to advance the neces-
sary funde and means for the transportation of the Chickssews, and
furnish one year's provisions efter they reached their homes, in such

quantity as the Hation might require; and the full amount of mch funds,

5 R. 8. Cotterill, The 014 South, pp. 1€3-171
4 Roy Gittinger. The Formation of the Stete of Oklahoma
§ Charles J. Kappler, Indian Affairs Laws end Treaties, II,79
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transportation and provision wae to be pald out of the proceeds of the
sales of the ceded lands.®

Following the making of the tresaty of 1822, the Chickasaws began
making preparstions to move to their new homes, They decided to settle
in the district assigned to the Choctaws by the United States, in the
treaty of Dancing Rabbit, signed in 18%0. To obtain permission to
settle awong the Choctaws, the Chickasaws by the consent and with ithe
ecooperation of the federal government, in 187, made & new trexty known
as the Treaty of Dosksville. This treaty wes signed byd.lng-uuu of the
Choctaws, Chickasaws, and the representative of the United States,
¥illiam Armstrong. The more important provisions were these:

A part of the Choctaw Distriet shonld be get aszide for the use of
the Chickasaws, toc be known as the Chickasaw District of the Choctaw
Hetion,

The Chickasews were to have equal rights and pr:_lvi.lma with the
Choctaws, except the right to share in anmities.

The Chickasaws were to have equal representation with the Choctaws
in the National Council,

The Chickasaws reserved the right to contrel and menege their own
funds, s¢ in agreement with the United Stetes in the treaty of 1332,

The Chickasawe agresd to puy the sum of five handred and thirty
thousand dollars to the Choctaws for their rights and privileges —-
thirty-thousend to be paid at the time, and in the menner the Choctaw
anmity of 1837 should be paid; and the remaining five-hundred thousand
dollars te be invested in some sefe and :secure stocks, under the direc-

8 Doavis A. Homer., Constitution and Laws of the Chickasaw Nation,
Pe 454-458
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tion of the United States Covernment, redeemsble in not less than twenty

yeara.

The district assigned to the Chickasaws was bounded as follows:
Beginning on the north bank of Red River, at the mouth of
Ieland Bsyon, about eight or ten miles below the mouth of
False Wachittn, thence running north along the main channel
of said bayou to its source; thence along the dividing
ridge between the Wachitte snd Low Blue rivers to the road
leading from Port Cibson to Fort Wachitte; thence slong said
rosd to the line dividing Mushalatubbee and Pushmatahs
districts; thence eastwardly along said distriet line to
the source of Brushy Oreek; thence down said creek to where
it flows into the Cansdien River, ten or twelve miles above
the mouth of the south fork of the Cenadian; thence west
along the main Cansdisn River to its source, if in the
limits of the United States or those limits, and thence due
south to Fed Piver, and down the Red FPiver to the beginning.

¢ 4

In cases of disegreements between the two tribes the disapreement
ghould be brought to the president of the United States and his deci-
sions were to be final,

This territory was to be known as the Chickasaw District of the
Choctaw Netion; the Chickesaws were to be admitted to full citizenship
in the Choctaw Mation, except that the property interests of the two
tribes were to be kept distinct.’

8ince the Chickasaws removed willingly and had not suffered the
losses sustained by the other tribes, they arrived with very many
resources and with much less suffering than was true of the others,
They brought a large mmmber of horses znd many wagons loaded With great
quantities of household goods, much of which they bought especielly
for the emigration. Almost the entire tribe begen the westwerd journey

7 Ibﬁ., Pe 484
8 Senate Document Number 542, 57 Cong., 1 Sess., pp. 361-362
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before the end of the firet yeer following the Doakeville Treaty. WMore
than one thousund of the tribe removed at their own expense, to save
this cost to the tribe as e whole.”

The Chickasaws had been enjoying the benefits of a high civilize-
tion for many years, in their homes utt of the Mississippi River.
John L. Allen, the Chickasaw Agent, in his report to the Secretary of
¥ar in 1830 says,

The Chickasaws have horses of & superior quality .eee.
large herds of cattle, swine, sheep and goats, and poul-
try of every kind end description. They raised cotton,
corn, wheat, oate, peas, potatoes, and beans. In 1330
they exported 1000 bales of cotton end & considerable
amount of besf and pork,

The proceeds from the sale of livestoek and crops,
after retaining a sufficiency for home use, is
applied to the purchase of necesssriesz snd luxuries of
1ife; towit, slaves, sugar, and coffee, as well as dry
goods of various descriptions, which are ealeulated to
make them comfortable and ornement their persons, Every
family cultivates the earth, as his thirst for pgain, or
his imaginary or real wants increases. Much to the honor
of the Chickasaws the men cultivate the earth, while the
female part of the family is engaged in their household .
affeirs. They spin, weave, make their own clothiang, milch
cows, make cheese, butter etec. They keep themselves decent
end clean and in many instances particular attention is paid
to fashions thet are in use by the whites. It is the common
practice to appesr in the best apparel at their public meet-
ings, also when they visit the country villages in the settle-~
ments, '

Many of the Chickssaws profess Christianity; I attended
&4 camp meeting at which divine worship wes performed slter-
nately by white and red men, in the English languzage and
Indian lsnguage. Everything was conducted with the utmost
geod order, and decorum, JAs a netion the men lﬁbnw and
honest, the women are beautiful snd virthous...

9 Victor Harlow, Oklahoms, Its Origin and Development, p. 136
10 Exsentive Document Number 418, 27 Cong., & Sess., pp.. 47F7-441
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The Chickesaws soon began the task of rebuilding their homes in
the new territory. They slso recognized the need of &n educational
system, which is evidenced by their petition to the Federal Covernment
in 1842, agking for fande and assistance in the erection of boarding
schools and neighborhood sehools./ The government was willing to
cooperute with sdvice and funds for this worthy purpose.tt These
Indiens had been, for several years, sending some of their boys away
to schools in Mississippl and adjoining states. There was appropriat-
ed each year $8000, for the education of these young Indiens. There
were seversl schools for Indiens in the Chickasaw Nation.t?

Probebly none of the tribes adapted themselves so readil to their
new homes as did the Chickasaws, By 1843 meny individual Chickocaws
had as much &8s 500 scres of land in corn, besides cotton, whes*, oats,
and rye, which they were able to cultivate with the sid of slsves.
There were three fine cotton gins owned by the Chickasaws.'® In the
fall of this year (1843) these Indisns had 40,000 bushels of corn
which they did not need. There was no market, becsuse of & lack in
transportation. The Indians were encouraged to sell their surplus
mumﬂu, who were, indeed, glad to buy and willing to
pay & good price for farm products., These erigrants were on the road
to Texss and points farther west, BSoon the more alert and enterpris-
ing Indians moved to locstions along the main traveled rosds b cater

14

to the needs of the emigrants or other travellers. These conditions

11 Journal of the Chickasaw Nationm, pp. 26-39

12 Crent Foremen. The Five Civilized Tribee, p. 29
13 Ibid. p. 108

14 Ibid. p.m
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led the Indisns to seek & betterment of social and educational facilities.
With the sale of surplus farm products better homes were built, the mis-
sionaries were enabled to found churches and schools; the Natien itself
saw the needs of a new constitution, so that boarding schooll might be
hed for the Indlan children, ‘l‘amrthgrthmmth.ymam&zh
must first meet znd draft a constitution, for up to 1346 the Chickassws
had never had & written comstitution. In October, 1846, the tribe met
et Boiling Springs, about twelve miles south of Fort Washita (near the
present town of Meed, in Bryan County), and adopted a form of & con-
stitutlion though there were not more than one-third of the tribe living
in their own district. 'mtm year later, October 13, 1848, they
again met in econvention at the ssme place and drew up e more formal
constitution, which was signed by nineteen leading members of the tride.
This constitution provided for an execative to be appointed by the
Chickasaws in general council, with the title of District Chief, and a
couneil of thirty members to meet the first Monday of exch October.

The primary purpose of the constitution was to get control and the
sole use of their large tribal funds. They were afraid the Choctaws
would teoke an unfair amount of the funds, which were held by the Covern-
ment ag & common fund. They also deeired funds with which to build
schools for the education of their youth,

The most urgent business of the first session was & petition to
the President of the United Stutes, invoking aid against mereuding
Indians, of the West, who were driving off the live stock of the
Chickassws and committing other depredations. They respectfully
sugpested that the Federal Covernment semd mounted men as they would

15 Ibid. pp. 121-128
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give the Chickasaws more perfect security than their own police.

4 very interesting page in the Chickesaw Journsl relating to this
meeting is that which records the acceptence and payment of a bill for
$903.57 for beef furnished chd services rendersd by Robert Love.l®

In 1847 the Chickasaws made arrangements with the Methodist
Mission Board to erect and conduet a boarding school for their boys.
The school was to be located about twelve miles northwest of Fort
Washita, and one mile north of the town of Tishomingo., The school wes
%o be & mamual labor school, i.e, the students attended classes a pert
of the day then did actual work on the farm or in shops. At this same
time an &greement was made with the Presbyterian Bosrd to erect and
conduct & simlilar school for the girls of the tribe. The school was
located nesar Wapamcka, The schools were to have a capacity of one
handred bosrding pupils and $o teach the children (Chickassaws) living
nesr the school tut staying in their homes, Esch of these schools had
2 faculty of ten teachers well gualified for their positions. The boys!
school was known as Herley's Institute; the school for girls was the
Wapenueka Pemale Labor Academy, The Methodists also ertablished
Bloomfield Seminary for girls in 1852, This school was located some
fourteen miles south east of Durant, in Bryan County. The achool began
operations in 1852 under the direction of J., H. Carr. Another boarding
school for Chickesaws, under the auspices of the Methodists, wes locat-
od en Clear Doggy River, northesst of Tishomingo. This was known as
Collins Imstitnte. The Chickssaws were not unmindful of the wellbeing
of their orphans. There was located at Lebenon, near Msrietta in Love

16 Chickasaw Journal, p. 99
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County, & boarding school to which the orphens were admitted and where
they were furnizhed room, board, clothing, books, and other necessary
supplies.>” In all of these boarding schools the services of a com-
petent physielan, with mediclines, was furnished, to gusrd tire health
of the pupils. The courses of study followed in these schools ware
comparable to those of our high schools and junlor colleges of today.
The Chickasaw Councll had in mind a well rounded education, one to fit
the boys end girls for their places in society. Mamual trafning and
agriculture were required of all the boys, while the girls had classes
in home economics and fine arts. In addition both boys and girls were
required to do satisfactory work in the bzse subjects, Theee subjects
were algebra, one snd one-hulf yeere; history, three years; English,
four years; Latin, three years; logiec, one yesr; biology, two yearsy
geometry, two years; mmsle, vocal and instrumental,was available to
all students, but wes optional, There were ten neighborhood schools,
located wherever the demand wes msde, These schools &re to be com-
pared to our present grade schools.

While the Chickasaws were personally friendly to the Choctaws
end held a common and undivided interest in the NIMMrMch had
been grented to the latter, they became politically dissatisfied. To
be sure, they had the same privileges and rights thet the Choctews had,
but the arrangement soon beceme irksome to the Chickasaws because, the
tribal m: being elways drewn politically, they were always out-
numbered and out-voted. The Choctaws were, therefore, always in full

17 Op. G:I.t-. Pe 126



control of the tribal govermment and only Choctaws were elected to
f111 the elective pesitions in the national govermment, The Chickasaws
soon realized they were zbout %o loze their tribal nationality by this
one-2ided errangement; and in less than twenty yeare they mede spplica-
tion to bring & separation of their governmental effairs from tlose of
the Choctaws, Accordingly, on June 22, 1855, at Weshington D, C.,
commissioners reprerenting the Chickasew and Choctaw tribes met with
& representative of the Fadersl Covermment, George W. Mannypenny, and
signed a new tresty which dissolved the partnership relations of the
two tribes. The politiecsl jurisdiction of the Chickagaw District
pussed nnder the control of the Chickesaw Nation in considerstion of
the payment to the Chsctaws of #£150,000 frem the trust fund of the
Chickesaw Netion. Both tribes agreed to relinquish all clsims to the
ecountry west of the cne-mndredth meridian and $o lease the district
betwsen the ninety-sighth and one Imndredth meridians to *he federal
government and to accept in compensstion therefor mhmammu
might be determined by the United States Bmto.ls
The Chickasews heving seperuted from the Choctaws by the above
agreement, met in peneral council in 1857 to draw up & new corstitu-
tion. It was republiesn in form, similar to that of the Choctavs,
The chief executive wae a governor, He w=se assﬁm by & Leriglative
body composed ofﬁmhoum,amuarﬂamgfmpresmﬁm.
The Chiekegaw Tribe was the only one of the Five Civilised Tribep which
designeted its executive as govermor. The Neti-n wea divided into four

18 Semate Document Mo, 542, 57 M., 1 Sesa., pp. 5Z1-586



districts or counties, namely, Panola, Pickens, Pantotoc, and
Tishomingo.

After the adoption of the comstitution, the tribel legislature
met and enacted a mumber of laws. 4 young man, who was & member of
the tribe, was sent into Texas with the originel copies of the ctatutes
(no duplicetes being retained) for the purpose of heving them printed.
This young man, intrusted with so important a mission, dissppesred very
mysteriously and the newly enacted laws disappeared with him. 48 &
result of this incident, it became necessary to reconvene the tribal
legislature in a speciel session for the purpose of re-emacting the
laws which hed been tims lost.'

From the organization of the new povernmment to the outbresak of
the Civil Wer the Chickesaws were in their happliest period. The
sorrows and miseries of their migretion and setting up of new homes
were almost forgotten. The tribe was at pesce now with the world;
their troubles with the Choctaws hed been pescefully settled; their
wants wers few and easily supplied; they were prospercus intheir wayj
their farms and plantetions were productive and their flocks and herds
had increased until they were & source of wealth in the surpius that
wes sold, They were practically self-supperting and the intsreet om
their trust funds wes largely expended for the support of sehools,
They were not yet disturbed by reilroads or telegraph lines; their
relations with other tribes and the government were {riendly. Indeed

the Chickasaws were hn,m.m

19 J. B. Thobarn. A Standard History of Oklahosme, I, pp. Z10-212
20 m.. ps 269
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CHAPTER II.
CHANGES IN LAND TITLES

The plan of loecating both northern and southern Indians in the
territory south of Ksnsas had its inception in 1862, In February of
that year, the legislature of Kansas adopted resolutions calling upon
the United States to purchase, and throw open to settlement the wnassipn-
ed lands in the Indian Territory. The resolutions were presented in the
United States Senate for the first time on March 24, 1862, and on the
same day Samuel C, Pomeroy, senator frop Kansas, introduced & bill for
the removal and eonsolidstion of certain tribes, On April 16, he intro-
duced & bill to establish the "Territory of Lapniwa", including the
present state of Oklahoma and that pert of Texas which lies north of the
Red River. This was nothing more than a scheme to secure room for the
Indians of Kansas, at the expense of the Indians in what is now Oklehome.
An uprising of the Indians of Minnesota, in August, 1862, led Congress-
man Cyrus Aldrich, of that state, to introduce & bill in Congress sieilar
to that of Senator Pomeroy's. Both bills were refused consideration by
the House Commitiee on Tmitoriu.l

The Imdian appropristion bill which beczme & law on July 5, 1362,
contained & clause authorizing the presideat of the United States to
suspend wholly, or in part the tresties with any tribe whose tribal
orgenization wes in revolt sgainst or waw not in alliance with the
federal government. The appsrent purpose of this clause was to enable

1 Roy Gittenger. Op. citl’ pp. 67-69
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the executive department to use the money due the Five Civilized Tribes,
for the benefit of the Indian refugees in Kansas. However, the government
ultimately made use of the authority tims conferred to force concessions
from those Indians locaoted in the Indian Territory.

When Congress met in December, 1082, for a short session, the plan
to move the northern Indians to the Indian Territory again came up for
consideration, The attempt to push the Aldrich bill through Congress,
for the establishment of the Territory of Lanniwa, was reported adverse-
ly on February 12, 1885, On December 15, Senator Lane introduced a bill
to authorize the President to treat with the Indians of Kansas for their
removal to the Indian Territory. On Jenmary 21, 1863, Lsne reported his
bill from the Commititee on Indian Affairs with an amendment giving
President Lineoln anthority to secure land in the Indian Territory, by
"treaty or otherwise®, for the Indians of Kensas. Lane's bill &s amend-
ed passed the Senmate on Jamuary 27. The house did not act upon it, for
on Februsry 25, the Senate attached it to the Indisn appropriation bill,
and on the next day the House concurred in this action. The plan of re-
moving the Indlans of Kansas to the Indisn Territory accordingly became
? The Commissioner of
Indian Affsirs, W. P. Dole, in his ennual report for 1887, insisted that
in the process of reconstruection, the southern tribes should be made to

a pert of the law of the land on March %, 1863,

provide room for those Indians of other states who were too crowded or
dissatisfied in thelr present lmtiou.s

2 Congreseional Globe, 28 Cong,, 1 Sess., p. 921
5 Report of the Commissioner of Indien &ffairs 1864, p. 38
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The Superintendent of Indian Affalrs for the southern superin-
tendency, W. G. Coffin, made a strong protest to the Depurtment of
Interior at Washington, to any proposal to move other Indians to the
Indien Territory or to crowd members of the Five Civilized Tribes to-~
gether too closely. He maintained that the Indians would make & more
repid progress if whites of the better class were allowed to come into
the Territory and live among the Indisms. He ressoned thet the former
would create & desire on the part of the latter to build and maintain
e mch higher eivilization.?

On February 20, 1885, Senator Harlan, Iowe, introduced = bill in
Congress to consolidste the Indian tribes and eatablish civil govern-
ment in the Indiam Territory. Two days later it was reported by the
Senste Committee on Indian iffairs, and hurriedly considered in the
senate, This bill wag clearly intended to further the movement thet
had begun with Senator Lane's plan for the removal of the Indians from
Kensas.” The Herlam bill passed the senste on March 2, 1865, but it
did not receive consideration in the house of representatives, as that
seszion of Congress ended the next day, OSemator Harlan, however, was
soon able to deal with the Indieans as a member of the Executive Depart-
ment.,

Senator James Harlen was appointed Secretary of the Interior by
President Johnson, and took charge of his office on May 15, 1885. The
Indian council met on Mey 24, 1865, and requested Secretary Harlan to

4 Tbid,, 1862, pp. 168-189
5 Roy Gittenger. Op. Cit. » Do k28
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meet with them, st an early dute, to explain his plans to them relative
to new tresties snd reconstruction. He agreed to meet the Indians or
their delegates at Fort Smith, Arkansas, The first meeting took place
at the sppolnted place on September 8. On the first dey the Indians
were told they had forfeited their rights under all former treaties
between them and the federal government, but those who hed remained
loyal to the United States were praised and assured that their claims
would not be forgotien. On the second day it was announced that if new
treaties were to be made they must contein certain provisions, to con-
form to the wishes of the federal government, These provisions had to
do withs 1. Slavery and its abolition,

2. Re-establishment of pesce and order,

5. The setting sside of lands for other tribes of Indiams, and

4. The consolidation of cll Indizns in the territory then or
those to Gome, after the new treaties ware meds,

These drastic proposals dumbfounded the Indisns. They ssked for
time to discuse and consider more fully the proposals.

In the latter part of December, 1865, delegates from the Chickasaw
Netion went to Fort Smith to negotiate new treaties.® In this conference
& preliminary treaty was drewn up between the Chickssaws and the federsl
government, It was decided to send delegutes to Washington, to sipn
formal treaties, as there were many questions involved which must be
mummmmmmmmwmmmw. The Chickasaw
delegates arrived in Weshington in Jamuary, 1868. They were Wincheater
Colbert, Edmind Pickens, Holmes Colbert, Colbert Carter and Robert H.
Love. The United States Covernment wes represented by D, N. Cocley,

6 Ibid. p. 80
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Commissioner of Indien Affairs, Elijah Sells, Superintendemt of Imdian
iffairs, and E, 8. Parker, Special Commicsioner.

There were four major points to be settled in the new treaty, to-
wit:

1. The proper and just method of sdjusting &ffairs between loyal
und disloysl Indians,

2« A felr compensation by the disloysl party for losses of property
Wtﬁouvhominodloﬂltothomw&hka.

%, Cesslon of lands by the tribe, to be used for the settlement
thereon of Indians whom it was in contemplatiom to remove from Kansas,
4. The proper relation which the m'ama hereafter hold

toward the remadrier »° the people.

A treaty was %1]; concluded and signed April 28, 1866; ratifi-
cation was sdvised, with an amendment by the senste on June £8; the
amendment accepted July 2, and the treaty wes proelaimed publiely July 10,
1866,

It contained the ususl provisions for re-establishment of peace and
friendship, of ammesty, and the abolition of slavery in every form. The
Chickasaws, with the Choetaws, ceded to the governmment the whole of that
tract of land known as the leased distriet, comprising €,800,000 acres
of land, the land lylng west of the ninety-eighth meridan, between the
Red and Canadina rivers to the one hundredth meridan. For this body
of land the federsl governmment agreed %o pay 2%00,000, investsd at five
psrcent interest wntil laws were pessed by the Chickassews, and Choctaws,
vroviding full rights, privileges, and immmities, end greating forty
acres of land to each of their freedmen, which laws were to be passed
within two years. If these laws were passed, the full sum with scem-
mulated interest was to be peid, three-guarters to the Choctaws and one-
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guarter to the Chickasaws, If the laws were not pessed, then the
£200,000, with interest, was to be kept br the federal government snd
uged for the henefit of the freedmen, Other features of the treaty
were these: Right-of-way was granted for railroads through the mations,
upon the peyment of fair and fust compensation for damages done %o prop-
erty; the Indians might subscribe to the stock of railrcads, in land,
such subseriptions to be & first lien on the road; provisions were made
for o penarel couneil and 1ts powers clesrly defined, 3o as to establish,
for many parposes not inconsistent with the tribel laws, a territorial
government; the Superintendent of Indian Affairs was to be governmnr of
the territory, which wes to be known as "OKLAHOMA®, the educationsl
funda of the Indiens, under former ﬁlﬁu,_ were to remain invested,
and psyments renewed, by terms of these vrevious treaties; the lsnds
were to be surveysd and allotted to the Indisns, whlnthl.gr go desired
at the expense of the povernment; provision was made for thewetwrn to
the Cnickasaw Nation of scattered members of the tribe. Land was set
apart for comnty huildings, and for religious and edneational purposes,
Those Indians who were to be moved in were o be received with eqnal
privileges with the {’lclmsaws, except that they were not to share in
anmmities; and land for their use was to be peid for at thh_nto of one
dollsr per acre. The members of the Chiekasaw tribe were to be acsept-
ed as competent witmesces in the United States Courts. Criminals taking
refuge in the nation were to be delivered, to federal officers, upon
reguisition, Post offices were to be established in the Chickasaw
Hation. There were to be two commissions created, one to ascertain and
report the losses of the loyal Indisns consequent to having been drivem
from the Nation during the ¥ar; the other to determine the losses to be
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peid from tribal funds held In trust hy the federal gbwmont.?

The treaty ic a lemgtby document, conteining fifty-one srticles,
reny of which sre divided into five or more sections; sixteen of the
erticles refer %o land grante or privileges to mn-eitim.s

Then the treaty was signed there were 4,500 members of the tribe,
who owned by government patent 4,850,955 zeres of lend.? The Chickazews
did not recognize as members of the tribe their freedmen.

(‘In six yeers repid chenges developed in the Netion with the coming
of the Micsourd Kanses and Texas Railroad. This brought im wany whites
who had o be provided for., New towns were laid owt, The little villege
of Colbert, in Bryan County, was the firet and only town on this rail-
road in the Chickusaw ¥Nutlon., It was settled in 1872, The railrcad
was to get & large grent of land for building through the Territory,
tut this emount wes reduced to & right-of-vey cne hmmdred feet wide,
with additionel allewance of land for siding and switches within town-
sites. The rallrcad compeny agreed to pay & feir price for all land
used and to pay individusls for eny demages sustsined.'®

The Santa Fe sjamms the next company to build & roed throagh
the Nation. It entercd the Nation &t Purcell, thon south acxss the
Hotion into Texss, south of Ardmore. This road used thousends of acres

of land and brought in thousands of people etmyeolar.)
m-mmutm—nﬂmmmmmwuafmmua

7 Report of the Commissioner of Indisn Affaire 1866, pp. B-Il
8 Constitution and Lews of the Chickasaw Matiom, pp. 495-815
9 Report of the Comnissioner of Indisn Affairs 1867, p. 21
10 History of Indien Territory, p. Z5-36
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to whites snd negroes &nd was fairly well developed by 1874, The land
being held in common gave esch Indian all the land he could fence for
his own use; there being on the average more than 50U sacres of land for
esch member of the tribe, if the lend had been distributed., It is
easily seen how great land holdings ceme &bout. The more progressive
Indisns would employ the whites, or negroes; to clear und cultivate &
given number of scrss of land for a certein number of years, then the
cleared land would belong to the Indian, who sponsored the proposition.
By this method the non-citizens were able to live and stay out of
trouble, the citizen paid the permit tex for the mém-citizen which was
cne dollar per adult per anmum. It was unlawful for non-citizens to
own land, therefore the Indian was enabled to pet possession of z large
mmsber of acres. In most of the coses of large lant-holding, the
negroes had prepsred the land for cultivation. This was brought about
because of locel conditions, i.e., the negroes would cause trouble if
ellowed to roam over the nation. Then, too, there was no legal course
to follow in foreing the freedmen from the Chickesaw Gomain.t

fh.ﬁhi@hmlnihallcmagan#ht!ﬂdhﬂcitimmnm
to use and occupy &ll the lund he withed to cultivute, only provided
ke ¢id not trespuss on his neighbors and the rights similarly granted
them, The Chickssaws allowed 640 scres to esch cltizen for & pasture.
There was no limit to the nunler of acres & citizen might use for agri-
cultural purpeses, Each Indian was zllowed two places: the farm end
the pasture.l? )

11 Report of the Commissioner of Indism Affairs 1676, p. 98-97
12 Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affeirs 1838, p. 134
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Under this system it wss possible for a large family to control thousends
of acres of land., It was very coumon for one men to coatrel 2500 acres
of good lend, Frank Murry, of Errin Springs had 25,000 scres under fence
and helf of these acres planted to corn and small grain, osts and wheat,l®
This opening up of large farms in the nation wes regarded &s of the o
greatect comsequence to the rapid development of the Indiems. While
some of the citlzens goli more land than they were entitled to, they were
creating weelth for thelr commmity and were therefore contributing to
progreas. The Indian domein was very large and for many yeurs provided
ample room for all of the citizens who wished %o cultivate the soil.
The cvlitivation of land grew very rapidly in retio, and the nation pros-
pered sccordingly.l4

This syetem of Lund-holding could not continue indefinitely with-
out protest, even though it had the approvel of the Indizn sgents. Vhem
the new agent came on the fleld in 1891 he found thut the laws of the
Kuotion hed permitted the more progressive end energetic citizens to come
into possescion of the grester perd of the best land, This group was
less then twenty-five percent of the total mumber of the menters of the
fribe. The agent found thet meny of the tribe owned smell traects of
lend of twenty to forty screc eech, This had become an alurming gues-
tion to meny of the people. Where were those not provided with homes
to cbiain tillable lond? There were then ten times ss many whites =8

there were Indians, not counling the mp-m.u

17 Dele and Mﬂ” OP. citn’ pe 8%1
14 Op. Cit., p. 154
15 Report of the Commissioner of Indisn Affairs 1891, p. 241



In 1890 there were eight towns in the Nation with a populstion of
more than one thousand each, four of these towns had more than two
thousand pooplo; while Chickashe had 5200; Ardmore with 5700 people was
the lergest and busiest tomn of the Chickasaws. Ardmore was one of the
largest inland cotton merkets in the South, The mmber of bales sold
there anmually smounted to sixty thousand, Ardmore hed thenm (1889) a
-eonpnu, an oilmill, an electric light system, &n lice plent, 2 broom
and mattress factory, 2 telephone system, two national banks, several
wholesale houses; machine shops, & flour mill and elevator, and many
other enterprises. The town covered three thousand acres of land upon
which there were many beantiful homes and substantial business build-
ings; some of them of brick and stone.’® Some distressing facts were
to be noted in connection with these towns. They were without sanitary
laws, fire protection, and incorporation laws, Nor did any of the in-
habitants have title to the land on which their buildings were located. '
There were thirty villages in this Nation with populations from 300 to
980, besides twlce as many more hamlete of two and three small siores
with only & dozen or so people living in thu.n

Events regerding the land policy moved rapidly in the Chickasaw
Nation after 1852, People begen to come in by the hundreds, claiming
%o be entitled to share in the privileges of the members of the tribe,
Many of these new comers moved in and settled on land already claimed

18 History of Indian Territory, pp. 194-202
17 Report of the Commissioner of Indisn Affaire 1894, pp. 182-18F
18 0?- Cit., PPe 47-48
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by & citizen. This new influx was a source of worry to the Indisn agent
and to the authorities of the netion.}® The Chickasew legislature had
passed an act in 1891 providing for the taking of a2 census of &ll people
in the nation, This census wes to determine who should be eligible to
participate in their govermment, who had paid their permit tax, the
number of persons both white and black in the nation illegelly, and the
actual mmber of freedmen of the Chickasews, The Indisns were afraid
the non-citizens wonld gain control of their tribal affairs,®0

In 1892 legislature passed some new laws to try to control the
intruders — & law granting licenses to professional men, for the priv-
ilege of remaining in the Nation, at twenty-five dollars per person per
annum; & more stringent lav regarding those coming in ae laborers; a
higher license on traders; the prohibiting of shipping hay out of the
Nation by non-citizens; money eppropristed to pay expense of removing
intruders from the Nation; cresating & citizenship commission to deter-
mine whe actually were citizens; and the sending of delegates to
Vaghington, to protest to Congress against any measure relating to the
Chickassw Netion becoming & pert of a state., -

(The contimied railrosd building in the nstion hed its effects on
the affairs of the tribe; more new people came in, and the Nation
received more revenue; the roads psid fifty dollars per mile for right-
of-way, and additional land used was paid for at -sppraised value. The
railroad companies paid for &ll damages done to property owned by in-
dividual Indiens, The ennual tax wes fifteen dollars per year per mile.

19 Report of the Commizsioner of Indisn Affeirs 1892, p. 25F
20 Constitution and Laws of the Chickeseaw Natiom, pp. 262-26%
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After 1896 the federal povernment raised the amount to seventy-five
dollars per mile for right-of-way grants snd an annual tex of twenty
dollars per nﬂa.az_ f

The Congress decided o legislate egainst the evils being permitted
to flourish in the Nation. /An 1895 the Dawes Commissionm, composed of
Hemry L. Davwes, Frenk C. Armstrong, Archibald S. McKennon, Thomas B.
Cabaniss, and Alexsnder B. Montgomery, was created to deal with the
Five Civilized Tribes with the object of inducing them to give up their
tribal ownershiy of lands and to «llow each member of the tribes to
heve his own homsstead. The powers grented to the commission were three-
fold:

1. To det2rmine who were members of the tribes.

2. To compel witnesses to appear in behalf of or against & claim-
ant for citizenship.

%+ To make and file & roll of all recognized legsl citizens,

The commission wes to dezl with esch tribe separstely to extin-

guish tribal titles to land with the ultimate creation of 2 state in

th.uniﬂﬂ-zs The commission ceme to Indisn Territory in 18394 to begin

negotisntions with the Indisns. They were unable to meke agreements
with the Cherokees, Creeks, and Seminoles during t..hs first year, so
they came to the Choctaw Nation with the hope of treating with that
nation and the Chickasaws. The Chickassws sent delegetes to Fort

Towson to meet -ith the commigsion and the Choctaws. The delegetes

22 Senate Executive Document, XXXVIII, p. 502
2% Feport of the Commissioner of Indien Affairs, 1894, p. 27



28,

attended the mecting only to have the wishes of the government explein-
ed to them. They did not have anthority %o make an agreement of any
kind., After having had the plans of the commission explained to them
the delegates returned home, The Chickasaws then voted on the cuestion,
whether or not te go intc an agreement with the Dawes? Gﬂﬂﬂiﬂ!.o They
fatled to accept the Dawes' plan.”® The election of R. ¥, Herris, as
governor of the Chickasaws, brought about 2 chenge of attitude of this
tribe toward the plan., The Zovernor was strong enough to force & reg-
olution through the legislature accepting it, and having delegates

nemed to sign agreements in behelf of the Naution., The delegates were
chosen on Merch 1, 1897, then met with the commission in Jume, and

went into negotiztions, agreeing to accept the Dawes'! plan. On July 1,
of the same year, the legisleture passed an act agreeing to furnish the
Commission with a2 true and accurate 1list of all persons belonging to the
Chickasaw Tribe who were eligible to be such by blood, sdoption or inter-
larrhsicza These acts were the first steps taken by the Chickasaws
toward the abolishing of their tribal government, and making final
disposition of their lands.

On June 28, 1898, the Chickasaws sccepted as law the most im-
portant measures since signing the treaty of 1868 — the Atocke Agree-
ment and the Curtis Act. Thesge two documents virtually destroyed
tribal povernment, and the nation lost its idemtity. In the Atoka

24 Constitution and Laws of the Chickasaw Nation, pp. 343-344
25 1Ibid., pp. 356-Z85
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Agreement the chief provisions were: the land should be allottad te
the individual members of the tribe, with the exception of land set
agide for tommsites, coal snd asphalt mines, right-of-ways, schools,
ehirchea, cemeteries, and zpeclal grants to missionaries; the freedmen
should be recognized end eech ome given forty acres of laad; tha Dawes
Commission should determine citizenship, supervise the survoying of
land, survey and plot townsites, sell town lots, 2t mo evpense to the
Indians; tribal govermment *o contimie eight years, from the fourth day
of Merch, 1998: the Indians were to become citizens of the United Jtates;
the commission sbould appraise &1l land, establish township cormers with
iron posts, snd put markets at =ll gection corners. The federal govern-
ment agreed further to pusrantee eacch Indian the full possession of his
120d.%% The Curtis Act provided for the punishment of certain crimes;
gave federsl courts jurisdiction of cases to deternine claimants! rights
to land; provided for sale of improvements of non-citizens; limited the
time in which a claimant might sue for citizenship rights; provided for
Indian inspector; ersated permanent land office for the keeping of all
records pertaining to land and its ownership; made provision for the
incorporation of towns and cities; limited land holding by citizens, as
to number of scres; declersd all spgricultural lesses vold after ipril 1,
1899; abolished Tndian laws and courts and placed the territory under
the laws of Arksnsas; made the Atoka Agreement legal, as sigmd.w)
(ﬁl work of the Dawes Commission was a gigantic task., Of 7,500

28 Oklahoms Red Book, I, pp. 5%1-540
27 Ope. Gih, FPa 588-549
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claimants for land im 1898, only 324 were shle to prove their eligibility
t0 eltizenskip, There =ere & mmber of problems the Commission had to
solve, namely:

1. The sarveylug &nd platting of the 4,650,335 scres of land for
honestesds; .

2. The appraising of &ll improvements belonging to now-citizens;

S. The leying out of townsites and evelosting of each lotg

4. The appraisement of svery acre of land in the Territory end
allotting ezch Indian land of ecual total vulue;

5. Clagsifying the land as to grade.®

Each Indisn received title to £1041.00 worth of lend.’®

The Dawes Commission contracted seventeen cosl leeses sud three
esphalt leases covering land in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Mations. The
leszees paid eipht centz per ton royalty on cosl, end sixty cents per
ton rovalty on asphelt, Each of the lesses covered 960 acres of lud.z7

The surveying of towmsites began on Mey 2%, 1899, in the little

‘l{own of Colbert. There were 120.74 acres set aside for this village,
of 200 iahchitents, and the total value of all lots, as approved by the
Indisn department on &ugust 14, wes $5,175.75. The next town to be
plotted and appraised waz Ardmore, Each town wae mepped, blue prints
rere made, and wgry lot was evaluated hren'tln_ Commission noved to

the next town.>® /J

# There were nine grades of land, esch having a different value per
acre.

28 Report of Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1898, pp. 1051-10S58
29 Report of Commissioner of Indian Affeirs, 1900, pp. 117-121
30 Ibid., p. 157



The allotment of land hed not begun in 1902, ~s the mmder of new-
bora ¢itizens hed o be included on the rolle, us well a3z those claim-
zuts who were successful in having their ceses spproved. The mumber of
claiments increased watll there were 622 cases approved sfter 1798, The
grand totel of all who wers eligible to recelve land In the nation rose
to 7,378 citizens and 5,911 freedmen., Thess condlitions wers iviczome to
the Chickasuws, snd the m:hm agents, To hasten iatwa. the Choetaws
aad Chickssews met with the Dawes Coumisalon om Merch 21, 1292, and
gignsd the treaty lmown ss the Supplemental Aprcement, whieh =3 rati-
fled Ssptember 25, 1302, This instrument provided for immediste allet-
ment of lands to individusles; disposition of serplvs lends; prohibited
excessive land-holding; persons living September 25, 1802 but who died
before sslecting thelr land were entitlsd %o an alliotment; raolls were
to be closed December 25, 1302; freedmen not to be classed &s citirens;
segregation of coel and asphalt fields; szle or lease of wining lands;
perents or guerdisns to sllot land for minmers; freedmen to be alloted
tewporerily, until thelr status is determined by the Supreme Conrt; and
the finel deternining of the sise and valus of the town sites. ¥ith
his greement in force the work of the commission would scon be om-
pleted, and the individual Indien would e plzced on his own land which
he could cell home,™>

- To save time and much confusion Cougrese passed en act February 18,
1907, making elerks of fadersl courts recorders of deeds or patente.
The act enabled the allottee to have his patent recorded, thereby show-

&1 Peport of the Commissioner of Indiem 4ffaire, 1902, pp. 11-28
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ing hir ownership of & particulsr pisce of land, There were twenty-five
fodersl ecourt clerke, located in the larger towns, in the Indian Terri-
tory. The met, also limited the cost of filing & patent to twenty-five

emu.u

;/ on Jeruery 1, 1908, the Commission begen meking the finel rolls
to:l those elipible tc shere in the allotment., There were €719 citizens,
Including the inter-married, erd 4€70 negro freedmen vhose azpplications
hed been approved by the Depsriment of Imterior. Cownting &1l who were
eligitle to receive lend there were 10,898, The rolls had been closed,
no more nemes conld be added seccording to -mt.&‘,

There hed been thousands of seres of land y1thdrswm from allotment
privilegee; 450,000 screc hed besn segregated for coal and asphalt min-
ing; 28,694.57 acres hed been plotted into town lote im the 123 fownms.
The mmber of scres remeining available for slloting was 4,862,828,.29
T

The elloting was not in full sway until after 1904, There were
geveral resnmons for the delsy. There had not bheenm any police power to
ploce the allottes in full possession of his lend, there were no pro-
bate courts, snd too, mawy of the Indiens had opposed accepting an
allotsent, When the federal povernment demonstrated its intentions to
€1lot each citizen with or without his cooperation, the Indizns soon
fell in to line by making application for lllm.“

22 United States Statutes at Large, XXYII, p. 841
2% Honse Document, No, 19, 58 Cong., 58ess., p. 298
74 Ibid., p. 298

&5 1Ibid., p. 121
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There had been & law nassed hy Congress sllowing those Indians, of
cortain dagree of blond, tn sell their surpins land. This same law
allowed the Indian Denariment to sell nnalloted agrienltural land, in

tracts of 180 2cvenm or 1«1.“

This eneouraged the whites to huy homes
and take their places as citizens in the Indisn Territory. The land was
not tayable as long as the orisrinal gllottee ommed it, dut beacame so
when transferred in another. Thonsands of acres were, therafore, in the
possession of nen-citizens before statehood. The hooss of those mem
who planmmed the sesreration of certein Indians in a territory west of

Arkansae and Sonth of ¥Yansas, had at lest been mlia«!.“

%6 United States Statutes at Large, XAXIII, p. 189
%7 Franecis E. Leupp. The Indian and His Problem, p. 2485
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CHAPTER III.

GOVERRVENT OF THE CHICKASAWS

¥hen the treaties of 1868, between the Chickssaw Nation and the
United States, were signed, provisions were made for a government for
the tribe., The government consisted of an executive, the governor, e
legislative body of two houses, and a judiciary,

/The executive department consisted of the gov'emor‘nnd his sssistant,
both elected by qualified electors for & term of four years,

The legisletive department was divided into two honses, senate and
house of representatives, which met annually in November, and held
sessiona for thirty days. The legislstive also met on a call from the
governor for special sessions. The members of both houses were elected
for a term of two years.”

The judiciel department consisted of a Supreme Court, presided over
by three judges, who were elected for a three year term, one being elect-
ed esch year. Three circuit judges, who received & salary of three
hundred dollars per snnum each, were elected for a term of fows years.
There were nine district julges, who received a salary of two hundred
dollars anmuslly, who served for four years. Each district had & sheriff
and an sttorney, who received one hundred Tifty dollars each ammmally,
and who were elected for a term of two years, Each district had the
suthority to elect as many constables as were necessary to aid the

1 Constitution of The Chickasaw Netion, p. 11
2 Ibid., p. 7
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sheriff in maintzining good order. The constables wers [éledietdl Pard
a term of two yura.s

The superintendent of schools wes elected by the two houses of
the legislature, for a term of two years, and received a2 solary of five
mndred dollers ammally,®

The governor received & salary of eight hundred a year, while his
assistant received six hundred dollers.

The members of both houses of the legislature received four dollars
per day, while on actusl duty.

The suprems judges received nine dollars per day, each., All of the
various courts had 2 apeciel court alerk,’ P, :

The Chickassws were, with the exseption of the Senisoles, the seall-
est of the Pive Civilized Tribes, They are a very intelligent pecple
and their country embraced some of the most fertile lands in the Indian
Territory. The government of the Nation was sffected by the federsl
laws and by the laws of the seversl Indian Nations. The federsl laws
operated through the United States district court for the western
distriet of Arkansas, which had both district and cireuit court powers
and had cognizance of all eriminal cases arising in which 2 citizen of
the United States was a party, but did not have civil juwrisdietion over
the Indiens' country.

The federal law anthorized the President to prescribe such regule-
tions as he saw it for the carrying into effect of the various pro-
visions of any sct relating to Indian &ffairs. The Commissioner of

5 MI' Pe 7
4 Thbid., p. 21
5 Report of the Commissioner of Indiem Affairs, 1869, p. 79 °
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Indian Affairs, under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior
end egreeable to such regulations as the President might prescribe, had
the menagement of all the Indian Affairs and of all matters arising out
of Indian relations, This placed almost autoeratie powers in the hands
of the Indian Office, and spplied to the Chickasaw ageney exeept in so
far as regulated by treaties and statutory provisions. The most im-
portant regulations adopted by the Secretery of the Interior, and which
guided the policies of the Indien Agent declared:

Bach Indian Agent shall within his agency, manage and superin-

tend the intercourse with the Indians, sgreeable to law, and

to execute and perform such duties end regulations ...... 28

may be prescribed by the President, the of the In-

terior, or the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,

Under these rules &nd regulations an Indian police force hed been
eatablished, which was of much service in the mﬁ& and suppregion
of erime as well as the execution of orders from the honorable Commis-
sioner of Indien Affairs and of the Indisn agency.

The laws of the Chickasaw Netion had jurisdiction of all cases of
either civil or eriminal nature in which members of the tribe, or adopt-
ed citizens, were the only parties, though the sdopted eitizen is a
citizen of the United States and not Indian blood. A brief cutline of
the constitution of the Chickasaws is given. In convention, at Camp
Harris, August 16, 1987, the Chickasaws met and adopted their constitu-
tion, with this preamble, to-wit:

¥e the people of the Chickasew Nation, acknowledge with
gratitude the grace and beneficence of God, in permitting us

to make cholee of our own form of government, do, in accord-

ance with the first, second, fourth &nd seventh articles of
the tresty between the United States, the Choctaws and Chick-

‘ Mo, De 114
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asaws, made and concluded at BWashington City Jume 22, A.D.

1855, and the treaty of .t;rl; 28, A.D, 1866, ordsin snd

establish this Constitution.

Article 1: Bill of Rights

That the general, great, and essential vrinciples of liberty and
free govermment mey be recognized and established, we declare thats

Section 1. 411 political power is inmherent in the people

and all free goveraments are founded on this authority end

instituted for their benefit; and they have at all times

the inaliemable right tc alter, reform or abolish their

form of sovnrmm t in such manner as they may think ex-
pedient.

This bill of rights further declared:

All freedmen, when they form a -Qem' compact, have equal rights,
and no man, or ﬁt of men, is entitled to uelu.s_in, separate emolu-
ments or privileges, but in consideration of public services. .®

It deelared :l'nrthor that - :

50 i B e st il SnleBeasine Fight to seaidy Sed
according to the dictates of their own consciences.

The liberty of the press snd public speech wes assured.

The security of the people in their persons, houses, nepers, and
- possessions, from all unreasonable searches and selzures was alflirmed,
declaring, however, that the ssarch and seizure of intoxic:ating liguors
is reasonable.

In eriminal prosecutions the accused was entitled to a speedy publice
trial by an impartisl jury, the right of counsel, compulsory process for
witnesses in his favor, and to be tried only in indictment or informa-
tion. He had the right of bail, lmmunity from excessive fines, or

7 Ibid., p. 114

3 Ibid., Pe 114

wm



eruel or umisual panishments end was entitled to remedy by course of
law for any injury done him in his lands, goods, m, or reputation.
He should not be twice held for the same offense, and the right of trial
by jury should rﬁtin inviolate. No person zhould ever be imprisomed
for debt.

The right of petition wes declared to exist.

No rutmp;ctht law, or iau, impairing the obligations of con-
tracts, wag permissible,

Polygamy, or concubinage, was strictly prohibited.

The right of suffrage yiva voce was declared to 2ll Chickmsaw
citizens of vhe age of nineteen and upwards who have resided in the
Chickasaw Nation 8ix months preceding election.

The powers of the govermment were divided into three distinct de-
partments, the lumatiw, evecutive, and judieial,

The legislature of the Chickesaw Hatlion was composed of & cenete
and a house of representatives., It met annually at the capitel,
Tishomingo, in the capitol, a decent brick building on an elevated
wooded hill.

Senators held office two years and were at lsast thirty yesrs old.

Representatives held office one year and were twenty-one years old.

The rules of the legislature are such as ordinarily govern such
bodies. -

The supreme executive power of the nation was vested in & chief
magistrate, who was styled "the governor of the Chickasaw Nation"., His
term was two years, and he might hold ofTice only four yearsin & peried
of six years, He must be thirty years old and & Chickasaw by birth or
sdoption. The returns of every election for governor were made out,
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sealed up, snd trenomitted to the national secretary at the seat of
government, who deliversd them to the spesker of the house or represeanta-
tives during the first day of ite orgenisation, who procesded immediate-
1y to open and count the votes in tho presence of both houses of the
legislatare. The person beving a2 majority of votes of the whole mumber
of votes was declared governor, &nd if no candifzte has such usjority
the legislature by Joint vote, without debste, selected him from those
two baving the largest votes. The govermor had the usual powers attach-
ing to such officers in the States —- veto right, enforeing laws by
"militia, but not the perdoning powers. The Chickasaws did not pardon

or m.’

Under the executive depertment there was & nationsl secretary, who
kept the records of the executive office., There was a netionel treaszurer,
under preper bond, with the ususel functions of a treasurer., There was
an audltor of public eceounts and an attorney-genersl with the duties
indicated by their titles. In addition, esch district; or county, has
1te sheriffs and deputies and clerks and deputies.

The judicial department was comprised of four county judges, ome
each for the four counties, the cirounit court with one circuit judge,
ranking the four county courts, sné the supreme court composed of a
cehiel justice and the associate justices, which was a court of appeals.
themthdnnthpmnmmwummhuiﬂ-u
should be neceessary te enforce its cem jurisdiction end to mandamus
lower courts. Ihbﬁmitemmum jurisdietion over all

T —
9 Constitution and Laws of the Chickasaw Metiom, p. 11
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eriminal cases not otherwisze provided for by law, srelusive original
Jurizdiction of &1l erimes amounting to felony end civil matters ex-
coeding $100 in value, and might issue all writs necessary to enforce
its own jurisdiction. The coumty courts were probute courts snd with
Jurisdiction in uiﬁm and minor civil matters, 4ppeals lay
from this court to the circuit court and from the circuit cowrt to the
supreme court. AlL judges of the several courts wers mode conservitors
of the pemce. 'rits and processes of the court were "in the name and
by the authority of the Chickasaw Nation”, and conclude "agsinst the
pesce and dignity of the Netlon®, o

Under the general provisions of the constitution the rights of a
dfotompwtymtoﬁmtlu!m&hudmlmmmm,
real and personsl, owned by her previous to marriage, or subsequently
scquired by gift, devise, or descent,

It wag provided especially that every person convicted of using
bribes, perjury, or other crimes and misdemeanors, should be disguali-
fied from holding sny office of homor or trust, and should be disfran-
chised.

The citizens of the Choctew Hution were given every right of Chieka-
saws except suffrage, and Chickasaw citizens by marriage or adoption,
were entitled to every privilege but thst of election %o the governor-
ship, .

Publiec educstion was carefully provided for az the beasis of the
mmmammmum@.armp@pummmo-
ment of their happiness. It is declared thet —w-w

10 Ibill., PP T8-44
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The legiszlature shall sncoureage by all suitshle mezns
the promotion of intellectuel, ecientific, moral, and sgri-
cultural improvement, and such other means as shsll be in-
violable &ppropriated tﬁthc support of genersl education
throughout this nation.

The wording of this declaration was not in the best of English,
but ite purpose mas splendid.

The laws of the Chickasaw Natiom thea proceeded to fill in the
detail of this broader plan, and define mimtely and carefully the
respective duties of the national secretary, the district attorney, the
treasurer, the auditor of public accotm'ts, sheriff and constables, the
school superintendents, the clerk of the supreme court, ‘he distriet or
circult judge, the distriet, county, and probete clerks.

Proper punishments were provided for murder, treason, burglery,
larceny, arson, perjury, maiming, ete., renging from "hanging by the
neck until he was dead", to a small fine. ‘ ;

The laws were rezponably well framed, though to sowe extent defec-
tive. Like the other nctions, the Chickasaw law was superior to ite
execution, but it improved from time to time under the great educational
influences at work end the mutual watehful serutiny of the politicians,l?

The Chickasaw lews did not apply to whites or to citizens of the
United States. Their courts did not have jurisdiction in ceses wherein
a white man, or & negro, was a party to & suit, either criminal or ecivil,
Therefore cases of this type were carried to the federal court zt Fort
Smith, Arkansas. If sn Indian were killed by a white man the case would

11 The Report of the Commizsioner of Indian Affeirs, 1888, p. 118
12 Ibid., p. 117
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be long drawn out. The witnesses had to travel by horseback, or heavy
wagon, to Fort Smith from the Chickasaw Nation, seversl hundred miles.
This took several days, and cost many dollars for care of man and beast.
In many instances the accused would be released for lack of witnesses
to prove his guilt. If a case were postponed for any reason the wit-
nesces were compelled to make the long journey a second or third time,
which doubled or trebled the time and expense, These conditiona tend-
ed to widen the breach between the Indians and the whites.l®

The Chickasaw leglelature hed pazsed a law in 1878, which controlled
the whites, to some extent. As the whites were exempt from punishment
decreed by the Indisn courts, the only recourse the Indisns had was to
banish the offending persons. The offender might be banished for failure
to appear in court, as & witness or defendant, even if he had & permit
to remain in the nation,l4

There was & laxity in the administration of justice in the courts
of the nation, due to many factors — the great mumber of non-citizens
among the Indians, the lack of police power, the district being spurse-
ly settled, the lack of legal talent, few towns and poor roads. The
judges, in meny cases, were not legal authorities Tut were elected be-
cange of public favor. The punishment ranged from a few lashes for
minor offenses to hanging for murder or treason, Wamm
had been pronounced upon an accused it could not be reveked or the

accused plu'dmutl.]"s

13 Report of Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1889, p. 202
14 Constitution and Laws of the Chickasaw Nstion, p. 86
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From 1876 to 1888 the Indian agents, end the Indians had been ask-
ing Congress to create federal courts within the Indian Territory, to
expedite the trying of criminal cases where non-citizens were ianvolved,
In March, 1889, 'm United States court was established at Mus kogee,
by sn act of Congress, The creation of this court caused a marked de-
crease in erime, Both Indiens and whites, and negroes as well, now
had access to legal remedy where the amount involved was $100 or more
In civil cases. The jurdsdiction of the court extended to all civil
actions, and to certain cases of criminal nature, such &s larcenmy,
assaults, disturbances of the peace, or of religious worship. This
court had jurisdietion in 21l cases, except those in which Indians were
only parties involved. The same act of Congress ¢reated a federal court
at Paris, Texas, to serve the Chickasaws, together with the Choctaws
end a given area in Texas. Among the types of cases this court could
hesr were those wherein the defendants were charged with obstructing
the operation of railroad trains; the injury or destruction of telegraph
lines; the disturbing of religious worship; for Mt with intent to
kill, or to rob; for injury dome to animal property; for setting five
to woods or 1:1:?4!1.‘[1‘.‘..0&.1G

The cmtiun‘of these courts was primarily for the protection of
the whites, who had no legal right to residence in any part of the
Indian Territory; but their steady influx from 1872 to 1307 forced the
federal government to pass measures for their protection. The govern-
ment tried to remove them time after time, but they would return to the

18 Oklahoma Red Book, I, pp. 412-418
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Indian Hation. In 1890 there were twice as many whites in the
nation as there were Indians snd by 1895 there were four times as many.:'
The coming of the railroads into the Nation caused the Chickasaw
legislature to pass several laws concerning the new order of things.
As new towns were built along the right-of-way 2z need for roads was
felt. The leglslature passed an act, Oetober 12, 1878, requiring
every male citizen under fifty years of age and over eighteen years
eld to work at least six deys on the roads. Each worker was to furnish
his own teams and tools. There was an sct passed, at the same time to
prohibit gambling. Apother was passed to prohibit the cutting of the
wire fences. One was passed which forbade the playing of base-ball, or
racing of horses, on Sunday., A striet law was passed ageinst trespass-
ing or cutting of timber for railroed ties on the land of the Indians.
There was & very stringent law against the leasing of lands to the whites,
for grazing purposes or for other agricultural un.m
The theft of timber and other depredations on ths Indian lands in-
creased so repidly that in 1384 Congress bsgan to realize the urgent
necessity of legislation to prevent gpoliation of timber on the Indian
lands, perticularly those of the Five Civilized Tribes of the Indian
Territory, 'hora_thn domain was so large that it could not be effective-
ly patrolled by the Indian police. All measures that thet been presented
for the suppression of these depredations had failed at the close of the
year 1884, Congress passed an act granting the right to file these

17 James O. BPuchanen and E, E. Dsle., 4 History of Oklahoma, pp. 261-26%
18 Constitution, Laws and Treatiecs of the cmmm Netion, pp. 82-104
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claimz with the govermment for adjusiment. In meny cases the claims
were ignored by the federal m.m

The pligﬁt of the Indians, from en executive standpoint, was Le-
coming very distressing., They now realized they were unazble to menage
thelr nationel affairs, The federal povernment probably forecaw the
possibility of this, when the treaty was made in 1886, Article VII
provided the Congress had the right to pass any law it deemed necessery
for the better administretion of justice und the p:l*oteation of the
rights of persons and property in the Indiam Territory. The eighth
article of the same treaty made provisions for a federsl court with
such jurisdiction as the Congress might prescribe, together with waw-
shals and deputies to enforce the orders of the court.’°

Gontrsry to cosmon belief, thmt the Indfans weated intexicating
liguors brought to their nation, we find the Indian legislature had
passed laws apeinst its introduction as early as 1876-21 But they were
unable to eaforce their laws, because of the great mmber of whites who
had come in with the building of the Santa Pe railroed and settled in
the new towns along the road which was constructed in the early 70%'s.
In 1839 the attornmey for the Wells-Parge Express Company ordered all the
agents of the company to accept shipments of beer to destination points

in the Chickasaw Netion, Wvuhmmkmmofthism

19 Pertha B, Fleming. Legisletive Enactments Relating to the Indians
of the Indisn Territory from 1379-1889, p. 52

20 Op. cit-’ Pe 499
21 1Ibid., pp. 51-52
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and soon irdmore, Berwyn, Wynnewood, Psulsg Valley and Purcell were sell-
ing liguor opealy, in defience of federsl and Indian laws, The Indian
sgent was ordered to confisezte the beer, and buildings with fixtures
Whare 56 we Seliis Tha spant Slossi Seasiy-etght Yosr salooss in. 4
towns on the Santa Fe railroad. The seloon operstors brought suit in
the federal court at Paris, Texzs, and the judge rendered a& verdict in
favor of the seloon keepers. This deeision, being contrary to the laws
and treaty sgreements, came to the sttemtion of the Depariment of Interior,
at Weshington, and the Attorney-gensrel of the United States. A new suit
was Tiled by the Indian agent, in the federel court at Fort Smith,
Arxenses. In 1092 Judge Parker rendered & decision ageimst the impurta~
tion of liguor into any part of the Indian Territory. "nited States
Marshals were sent into the affected area with orders to close up all
places which were ulling beer, or other spiritous liguors and arrest
all violutors. Thus the 1llicit trade was brought to & halt.?®

This incident demonstruted the growing weakness of the Indian
federal law enforcement to the federel govermment and the Chickasaw
suthorities. In March, 1898, additional federsl courts were created in
the Indian Territory. By this act a court was placed with headquarters
in Ardmore with Judge Hases Townsend presiding. Other places named
within the nation for holding Federel court were Purcell, Ryasm, Pauls
Valley, end Chickasha, The court wae given an attornmey, clerk, marshal,
and deputies sufflicient in number to enforce the orders of the court.
Thie court hed jurisdiction in all eases, civil or eriminal; in oivil
cases wherein the emount was more or less than £190, All cases of

22 Peport of Commissicner of Indiam Affaire for the Year 13592,
ppe 260-261
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violationa of licuor laws were to come before this court, resardless of

whom those charged might be, Indian or w-hiu.zs

This eourt, with the
commisaioners conrt, was received by the peonle of the Chickasaw Notion,
both Indisng and whites, with grest joy; thers ware ouhlic mess meet—
ings held in many of the towns with asnropriate programs, Now the
veople were liberated from the courts a4 Muskogee, Fort fGmith, Arkansas,
and Paris, Texes, The peonle had the privilege %o be heard in their own
conrt, in their district and to be iried by & jmry composed of neighbors
who were their own people, without the loss of many days time end meny
dollzrs in money. The Chickasaw Nation was a peopls with & poverncent
vithout a judicial department.’> On Jemwry 1, 1393, the United Stetes
courts were given complete jurisdiction in 811 civil and criminal cases,
in the Indian Territory. This did avay with the Indian courts — the
United States Courts took all cases regardless of persons involved and
ancther judge was added — a Tnited States jail was provided at Ardmore
for the courts in the Chickasaw Nation. ‘The Indian courts ceased to
Pamiton an Dait Mt 213 Seitel Tins seve shiliadet,

The Chickasaws had passed two lawg which ware to cause an unbold
sooanh o ity Sal M- menilioe Momeiiierd of Yhikmate of delisrn,
by the federal government, When the time S S Aiaias whe Vit
eligible to receive certificstion for citizenship by the Dawes Commission

5 Oklahoma Ped Book, pp. 501-507
24 TReport of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 1896, pp. 152-153
25 0’. ﬂit., PPe 520-529
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1t wes discovered there was not an euthentic roll made of the freed-
men. The first of theve lews was paosed {n 1876 in relstion to merriages
eontrocled Ly non-citizens with meabers of the tribe. ©Section I of the
iew provided that, i for any resson, lhe waion of & citizen &nd & non-
citizen wos broken and the nen-~citizen ecutracted anctiher marrlage with
a non-itisen be lost his right end privileges.’® Later these mnon-
eltisens ceme up a4 clalmants to share in anmuitles and sllolment. The
ctheyr law was passed July 2, 1880, creating & commission to teke a
census of all people in the nution. There were to be four classes of
residents — citizens by blood, citizens by marrisge or adoption, man-
citizens both white and black, and reedmen or their descendunts, The
netion hud never recognized the freedmen had any rights to silotment or
ansuities, so when the census was coumpleted there were very fev numes
listed under the class of freedwen.”’ |

78 Constitubion and Laws of the Chicknsaw Nation, pp. 142-142
ﬂ m.’ ’,.!- m
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CHAPTER 1IV.

EDUCATION

The Netlon hsd ever been alert relstive to the advantages of
eduestion., When they sdopted their constitution in 1867, they were
mindful of the well being of their children. They provided for publiec
edueation, by the creating of a general superintendent of schools, which
readst

Section 1. A general diffusion of knowledge being essentisl
to the preservation of rights and liberties of the people, it
shall be the duty of the Legislature of this Nation to make
suitable provisions for the support and maintenance of publiie
school.

Sec, 2. A Superintendent of Public Instruction shall be elect-
ed by & joint vote of both Houses of the Leglslature, who

ahall keep hie office at the seat of government, snd shall

hold his office for the term of four yesrs from the date of
his election, whose duties shall be vrescribed by lew, and
ghall receive such eompensatlion as the Leglslature may direct.

See. &, The legislature shall encourege, by sll sultable

neans, the promotion of intellectual, scientific, moral and

sgrienltural improvement, and such other mesns as shall be

inviolably aporopriated to the support of general education

throughout this Nation, :

Get. 4, All contracis which may be made and intered into

between the Board of Trustees of Public Schools, and that

of the Teascher shell be binding; subject, however, to the

epproval or disepproval of the Legislature.l

During the Civil War period educztion was at & standstill in the
Chickasaew Nation. The rehabilitsation began soon after th; signing of
the Trecty of 1868, By 1869 there weére eleven neighborhood schools in
operation, with well qualified teschers in charge, and every schcol-

house filled to capacity. These teachers had been educated in the

1 Constitution and Laws of the Chickassw Netion, pp. 20-71
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ascadenies in the nation, and in the colleges of adjoining stetes, The
acodemies were not reopensd until September, 186%. During the war the
buildings had been abondoned, se schools, end used for other purposes.
In 1869, the first term after resumption of schoole, the scaderies end
sisinaries unﬁllatm;thapnpﬂammﬁm“kmm
proficient in their subject mstter, according to Georps T. Olasted,
Indian 1mt.2 .

The school funde were ample, and the number of acedemies, seminsries
and neighborhood schocls was sufficisnt to house facilities %o educate
the youth of the nation. The Chickasaws expended more money, per czpits,
for education than any of the Five Clvilized Tribes.> The annmal ex-
penditure for education was more than $55,000, exclusive of the money
appropriated by the Misslion Ecards of the Methodists snd Presbyteriens,
The nation also paid &1l expenses for the education of ten boye end ten
girls who were being educcted in the colleges in nesr-by states.?

“he nstion had progreseed repidly, edncatfionslly, for in 1880, more
than helf of the members of the tribe could reed snd write; of a total

population of 6000 eitizens, more them 7,600 could resd and write.>

£ Report of the Secretary of the Interior, 41 Cong., ¥ Sess., p. %44

5 Rtp%-t of the Commigzloner of Imdian Affalrs for the Yesr 1874,
Pe

4 Bopgtorthswworlmm for the Year 1880,
Pe

5. M., Phe 244245
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In June, 1888, about twenty different tribes sent delegates to a
genersl couneil held at Fort Gibson., There were some I,000 delegates
in attendance., During the finsl session of the Mcil different
prouinent leaders, of the various tribes, were cailied upon for any
remarks they might wish to mske, of interest to the assembled group.

Ex-Governor h. C. Burris, of the Chickesaw Netion, said his people
owed all tley bad to educated men, told the history of their advance-
ment by missionaries, and also said,

Teday the Chickasews heve many educated and inteiligent men
emong them, who are able to transact the business of my
people in & correct and intelligent menner. That is whet
you, my brothsrs, need and must heve to become & prosperous
pevple. Build schosls, encoursge misslonaries and teachers,
make your children study the white men's waye, language and
books, and Cod will secure his red children every blessing.
The forepoing statement was an evidence of the progressive
sttitude of the Chickssews.0

The leglelature had pessed & law, in 1878, requiring the national
superintendent to keep all of the sehuols filled to capscity. When one
of the ctudents was ebsent for [ifteen conseculive days, unless on
aceount of illuess, his place was declared vacant and & student was
m'ollsd." Therefore, the boarding schocls were crowded to the utmost
et all times, with 2 weiting list. The Indlzns were striving Yo keep
ehead of the whites, who were coming into the mation in 2 steady stream.
The inter-married citizens were contributing much tosard the advance-
ment of the Indians; meny of them being young men who had preduated
fram professicnsl collegec end had come to the netion to help develop

it 2

8 FPeport of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for the Year 1888, p. 124
7 Coastitution and Laws of the Chickesaw Nation, p. 160
8. Op. Cit., p. 126



50.

Ts keep the better students in school there was & lew recuiring
the superintendsrt, with the advice of the gmmur,- to make appoint-
pents of seholars to the various academies and seminaries, When a
gtudent. entered school in feptember he was to remein there during the
entire yesr, It was illegal for the parent te remove him, aml if the
student should lesve school the officials had the legal right to follow
him and teke him by force, even if he should be in his perents home,?
Inother method used to stimmlete interest in education among t he members
of the tribe wes the system of allowing the perents ten dollars per
month, per child, for board if the child wes in attendance in schoel,
This law also restricted the rrivilege of non-citizéns to board Indisn
scholars.2? he nation hed set aside the interest on =11 funds, held
by the fadersl government 4 be avplisd to educetion. This amounted to
495,900 aamelly, which was sufficlent o maintain all their sehools and
zllow the nation to educate some of their omistanding graduates to attend
school in the better colleges in the statez, 1In 1898, the legislature
pasged an aet to allow the superintendent of schools to select twelve
boys to attend soms suitable college of the best l;lput&tion, and highest
order, within the bounds of the United Stetes. The supverintendent was
enthorized to contrect with the chosen ecolleze %o !.‘Qmish the boys good
wholesome first claes food, tuition and instruction, good well lighted
rooms, light, fuel and everything for the comfort of the boys, and the
ingstitntion chosen agreed to make arrangements vhereby the boys could

9 Op. Cit., p. 196
10 Ibid., pp. 508-207
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procure clothing suitable to their station and choice. The students
were provided for a term of five yesra.n

The efficiency of the schools was very high, perhsps due to the
influence of the citizens who were not full-bloodz, and to the mis-
gionaries, There wee no better school system in any etate than that
edopted by the Chickssaws, The superintendent of nghoals dovoted his
time to traveling from one institution to suother, insneetings the es~
tablighments &nd gupils, =28 well as the methods enployed in thelr educa-
tion. There were five institutions of higher learning; Harley's Institute,
Bloonfield Seminary, ¥eparmeks Institute, Collins Tnstitule, and Lebenon
Acsdeny, besides these, there wive fiftesi: neighboring sehvels, The
amount spent, iz en umusually large sum to devele to the educetion of a
tribe of siy thousend members, being sbovt 257,000 sewi-enrmeliy t2

The averege cost per pupil, in the Yoarding sehools, wee $154.54
per year. This wes & very low asverage when we consider the scholar was
furnished Yoerd, room, tuition, schocl boocks end supplles, leundry,
stampa and stationery and the services of & physicen avd eedicines. The
mumber of seholars in &£ll gehools in 1891 was 79€, with en expenditure
of £94,548,4¢, The standards were reised in Berley's Institute end
Bloomfield feminary; sllowing these two institutione to gront diplomas
and a two yeer college degree. During this yesr the nation sllowed any
gradnate who wished to sttend other schools $150. per yesr, %o apply om
his expenses.

The Chickesaws hed refused to provide sehocls for the ehildren of
freedmen, who grew up in ignorence, crive and misery. The camdition of

11 Ihid., Da t“
12 E. E. Dsle znd J, L. Bader, Pesdinge in Oklahcome History, p. 682
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the freedmen was the most deplorable of any people in the United States,
and a disgrace to the civilization of the age. Their condition in the
Chickasaw Nation was & merked contrast to thet of the freedmen in the
Semincle and Creek Nations, who were accorded schools, and other
privileges, equel with the Indians,™

The efficiency of the Indisn schools probsbly reached its zenith
in 1885; for the white population was building good schools in larger
cities. The Wethodists located Hargrove College in Ardmore, im 1898,
This college offered & curriculum comparable to the first class colleges
of the states, was created to furnish facilitles for the Christian educa-
tion of Indians and whites. The legislature made a&n agreement with the
college to board and educate twenty Indian children., The agresment -\ru
to remain in force for five years, subject to renewnl if conditions re-
meined satisfaetory. t

The Indisn sgent, Dew M. Wisdom, made & very encouraging report of
educational conditions in the metion for the year 1897, He reported the
Indians were to be commended for the good condition of thelr schools,
which showed themselves to be of the highest order., The prejudice
which had existed between the Indisns and whites was diseppesrine, Jue
to pressure of social contacts, bringing the two races into & closer
friendship and fellowship. At this time there were 150 Chickasaw
scholars attending schools in the states, in addition to tvelve boys
in first class colleges &t the cost of $5400 per annmum., There were
twenty students in Hargrove College &t an expense to the Nation of £3000.

1Z Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affsirs for the Yesr 1891,
P. 225

14 Constitution and Lews of the Chickasaw Nation, pp. 564-365
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The salaries, paid teachers, were on per with those paid in the mm.‘“

The educational system experlenced radical charges in 1893, The
Curtis Act provided for an inspector, whose duties were to proyerly
supervise the schools. ® He was appointed by the Secretary of the
Interior; a capable, competent, experienced school administrator, who
knew Indians and their customs. The inspector had the suthority to dis-
miss teachers for being incompetent or immoral. He visited the different
schools, inspected the buildings and equipment, observed the method of
teaching, gave the scholars exsminations, set up sténdards for class work
and could discontinue & neighborhood school, if the attendance did not
Justify the continmed operation. The first inspector appointed was
J. Ceorge ¥ripght, who received a salary of $1,500 per anmum with an
allowance for traveling expenses. The inspector, with the advice and
consent of the Secretary of the Interior sppointed a superintendent of
schoole for the Five Tribes. John D. Benedict of Illincis, was the first
appointed superintendent of sghools for Indisn Territory.'! Mr. Bemedict
appointed John M. Simpson the supervisor of schools in the Chickasaw
Nation.

The first normal school, for teachers of the -lchoo1§ in the Chicka-
saw and Choctaw Nations, was held in the summer of 1900, Many teachers
attended. The total expense dbeing §12. for board, room, tuition and

instraction for the four weeks! term,l8

15 FReport of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for the Year 1397,
PPe 144-145

16 Oklahoma Red Book, I, p. 550
17 Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affeirs for the Year 1398, p. 540
18 Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for the Year 1900, p. 107
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The Chickessawe were openly hostile to the federal government
assuming contrel of their schools. Their schools began to decline soon
after the opening of schools for the whites. Those Indians who lived
fartherest from thé boarding schools chose to attend the schools: near
their homes, This was especially true of scholars living near the
towns along the Sante Fe railroad, snd further west, Ardmore, Furcell,
Chickasha, and Ads had very good schools in 1900, The losing of these
gtudents from the boarding schools increased the per capita cost of those
who attended the Indian schools, The cost rose from $154.14 in 1890,
to $184., in 1900, per pupil. In the same period the emrollment and
daily attendance decressed fifteen per cent. The Chickasaw legislature
found it a difficult task to raise sufficient fundz to meintain thelr
schools, &s the Mission Boards had withdrawn their financiel aid. The
warrantes the teachers and academy contractors received were nom-payable,
and non-cagshable for two or three years, In 1900 the nation was in
debt £100,000 for education. Only twe of the boarding schools were

maintaining their standerds of eduution.lg

The nation was now using

money received from coel and asphalt mines to pay for education. They
had drawn an anmity in 1808, from the interest of the tmst fund held
by the United States. These royalties did not smount to a5 mmeh money

es they had been spending for education prior to 1398,%°

The Fecretary
of the Interior refused to allow the Chickasaws to use the royszlties on
coel esnd asphalt unlese the schools were placed under the control of the

federal povermment., After much correspondence between the Secretary of

19 Report of the Commissioner of Indisn Affairs for the Year 1500,
pp. 110-112

20 Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for the Year 1200,
pp. 2855-276
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Interior and Governor D, H., Johnston, of the Chickuasaw Nation, an agroo-
ment was effected on April 11, 1301, for the betterment of the schools
in the nation. The agreement provided for the payment of &ll warraents
outstanding, by the federal govermment which had been issued by the
Chickasaw Betion for educational purposes, and the crection of an examin-
ing board to examine all teachers who wished to teach in the nation's
schools., If an ap;zlm was found to be eligible, mentally and morazlly,
he was issued a certificate to tesch school. The certificate was good
for twelve months from date of iseme. The examiners were given authority
to revoke all certificates previously issued by the natiocnal superinten-
dent, The mnining board wag to be composed of three persomns, one
chambythn‘hcrchrynf!nﬂriuranﬂtwochoambythcgonmrefth
Chickasaw Nation, The members of the first board were John D. Benedict,
E. B. Hinshaw, =nd ¥. F, Bourland.’> The boerd soom proved its worth,
by eleminating those who were unfit to be tsachers. Some of the smaller
schools were closed for the lack of pupils, enongh to make the contimuance
of them & sensible policy. Then, too, the Indien Department had develop-
od & new policy; where there wers white children living nesr Indian
children, a school would be organized., The whites would pay two doliars
per month per child and the Indian agent would pay a like sum for each
Indian scholar, In this manner &ll children, except freedmen, had access
to schools, Almost one-third of the Indian children were in attendance
with the whites, in 1902, This was especizlly true in the elementary
schools. This new procedure was {irst tried out in the Choctaw schools.

21 Report of Commissioner of Indian Affairs for thn Yesr 1301,
PPs 129-130



It proved a success from three specific engles -~ it saved money for
the Indian snd white, it gave both races access to school nesr home,
then too, better teachers could be employed. The salaries paid to
averdage teachers were low, compared to present day selaries. The ranpge
in sslaries wes from $35 to $50 per month,®?

The Chickusaw Netion, with the aid of the Indian Agent, paid its
old school debts in Mull Jume %0, 1902, The amount was $168,546.76.
This was probably the first time the netion was free of debt in tventy
years, At last there was a perfect hermony between the officisls of the
nation and the department of Indien Affeire. The outlock for education
for all except negroes, was very good; the teachers had drawn their pay
on time; both races were showing a merked interest in education; meny
new schools were opened that '!‘u:i:-.z8

The federal govermment was being petitioned, by the whites, for
education facilities, for &ll children regardless of color or race. The
governuent responded by meking an appropristion in 1304 of $150,000 to
provide for 1000 day schocls for the Indian Territory. Of this nuwaber,
the Chickasaw Netion was assigned 216 schools, 191 for the whites and
Indians and 25 for the negroes. The enrollment in these schools was
730 Chickasaws, 12,852 whites, and 525 negroes. The total cost to the
sation was $67,518.51.°% The enrollment incressed repidly, as the people
became setfled on their allotments and new homes, In two years the en-

rollment hed jumped to: Indiens 17,500; whites 45,000 and negroes 3,600,

22 Report of the Commissioner of Indisn Affairs for the Yeer 1902, P¢, 1,
Pp. 206-208 _

23 Ihﬂ., P £84-785
24 House Document No. 19, 58 Cong., ¥ Sess., p. 57



B7.

The expense wae borme by the federal government, out of fees from courts;
by the Chickasaw Nution, from royaltiee; and the whites, by peying a
tuition,”S

The nztion had ite educstionel system esteblighed firmly to care
for the needs of its youth. The management of the schools had besn
sssumed by the Department of the Interior. The Chickasews did mot faver
this change from tribal to federzl control of the scademies, but they
were apparently unsble to cope with the problem successfully unaided.
It seemed the government mus the proper agency to contimue the work.
Superintendent Benedict told the publie that education would not be ad-
verscly affected by statehood. On July 1, 1976, &ll schools in the
nation vere usder the direct control of the Depertment of the Interiors”s

25 FReport of Commigsioners of Indian Affairs for the Year 1907, II,
Pe 3850

26 Op. Citc. Ps 92
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CHAPTER V

SOCIETY IN GENERAL

The end of the Civil War found conditions in the Indian Territory
all but chaotie. The Chickasaws had been 2lmost unanimous in their
attachment to the Confederacy. There were only 225 Chickasaws loysl to
the Tnited States, in the refugee camps in Kemsas, in 1862.) Compars-
tively little of their tribel domain had been over-run by the federal
forces., However, the war had been scarcely less demoralizing, for thelr
industry had been paralyzed, many of their people whose homes had been
in the northern part of their Nation had fled to refupgee camps near Red
River, but the presence of Cherokee, Seminole and Osage refugees in their
midet hed helped to impoverish even the Chickazsaws who would have been
otherwise well supplied.® '

For 2 time immedistely after the close of the war, the people of
the Chickasaw Nation, hed considerable trouble with intruding negroes
from adjoining states. Some of the land owners and planters, who were
anxious to rid their states of former slaves encoureged those of & shift-
less disposition to move to the Indian Territory, where there was supposed
to be an abundance of free and wnoccupied land. Along with these shift-
less negroes there ealn also others of the most unruly sort, white out-
laws, and fugitives from edjoining states.

Most of these intruding negroes formed settlements in the southerm
portion of the Chickesaw Nstion, along the Red River. There being & few

1 Repert of the Commissioner of Indisn Affeirs, 13865, p. 256
2 J. B. Thoburn. A Stendard History of Oklahoma, II, pp. F41-542
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negro seftlements, of the recently freed negro belonging te Chickasews,
the newcomers abtracted 1little sttention at first. Thers was no demand
for lebor, of any kind, among the Indians. Thece intruders, both black
and white, had to secure the means for a livelihood from some semree,
and, as there was apparently nothing else for them to do, they resorted
to stealing, Each of these negro setilements had & leader, either rhite
or black, who directed the operations of the rest in their depredaticns
upon the property of the Indiens.

Corn cribe, smokehouses, hen roosts, pigs, calves, end small trading
esteblishmonts mffered et the hands of these plundering bemds, They
also stole horses, hogs, and cattle and either sold them or killed any
cow, stesr or hog that they harpened to find on the open range and,
after removing & fer choice pleces that were desired for immediate uce,
left the rest for vultures and wolves, Naturally such needless veste-
fulness would not have been tolersted, even in 2 land of plenty. The
Indians soon began to consult as to the best means to put an end to an
evil which threatened 4o destroy even the smell remnent of their floeks
and herds, that hed escaped the destruction and spoilation of war,

A gecret orgenizetion, mown as "the Vigilance Committee™, was
orgarized, It consisted of some 260 members of the Chiekasaw tribe, and
wag closely ldentified with simllar orgenizations in the other Indisn
Rations. The people of this tribe, like thoze of other Indien 4ribes,
were and are, by nature, very reserved and pronme to a certain degree of
mysterious secrecy as to their own movements and intentions., The merbers
of the tribes, of the Indian Territery, &re said to have had in ancient
times & sort of free masonry, besed upon their beliefs in the super-
natural, Then, too, they had that demoeratic and altruistic idea of all



60.

working for thelr common good., Thece conditioms grestly favored the
development and operation of such organizations né "the Vigilence
Comaltiee™.

The methods or plans of operation adopted by the members of the
Vigilance Committee were simple and severe. The range was conatantly
patrolled by mounted men who were on the lookout for saapicious char-
actera, When one of these was found and apprehended he was required te
give an accomnt of himself, If any one of the intrading negroes was
found on the range, away Trow his settlement; he was taken into ewslody
and sevoerely whipped. when he was liberated he was enjoined never to
be ecsught away from his setilement again. If a negro was caught with
a killed beef or hog, or with a stolen horse, he was summarily exeent-
od, usually by henging.”

The negroes, who had a legal right, were permitted to cultivate as
much land as they needed, to ralse nscessury food, und feed stuffs :Eqr
sach famlly. There was & provision made for negro frecdusen, of the
Indians, in the treaty of 1888,%

By 1869, conditions were almost normal again in the Chickasaw
Nution., The troublesoms intruders had either been subdued, killed or
fores! o leave the nation. The Indian agent for ﬁia tribe, reporied
the gemeral state of the nation to be flourishing. Abundant erops were
harvested, and quiet and pezce reigned throughout the country. The erop
of oats which was sown, in meny instances for the first time, had yield-
ed a bountiful harvest, The Chickasaws had a neighborhood schocl

5 Ibid., p. 378
4 Constitution and Laws of the Chickassw Nation, p. 497
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system which was operating very successfully. ‘rhe.‘boarding schools
were £111led to capacity, with prospective scholars on a walting llst.
Several yotha were belng educated in eastern colleges st the exponse
of the nation,’

The condition of peace und harmony was due %o a2 larse measure to
the mizalonaries on this field, and to the cooperation ~f the federald
government with the Indiana, These cgencies had led these peonle 4o
become agriculturists, These Indians were oecupyring comfortable homes,
located on well tilled farms., They owned horses, sheen, cattle and
hopgs In sbundancs, planty for themselves and some 3o 3¢ll. Thers wan
& clrch in every settlement, DEach religious service was well attended
by eager 1istmrn-.5

The problem which the intruding whites brought to the Indlans was
being handled vary successfully by the latter., Muny whites came inte
the nation with the building of the railroads, The federal govermment
probably forvesaw this, a.s. article IVI, of ths treaty of 1868 rrovided
that 1n case whltes entered the Indian Nations they would be admittsd
on the payment of & licenss fee, Tha fee %o pay for the use of land
and +imber,” '!‘belfee ranged fron $5 to 21F per anmum, Cor sach white
who ccme in to work; traders were compelled to pay ss8 fe2 or tax, a per-
cent of the value of the goods sold, If a non-citizen refussd to pay
the permit taxr, he was reguested to lsave, Az early as 1330 therz were

5 Teport of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1882, p. 27
& Indd., p. 115
7 Ope 015., Be 498



nearly ns many whites in the Chilckssaw Nation as there were Indians,

Te Chickasaw laglslaturs passed & law in 1878 ¢ legalize murringes
betwoen non-citizens and Indians, This law provided that any non-cliiizen
who had been a resident of any county in the nztion for twn yerrs, =nd
who had & good morel ehavacker, and indmstrious habite; and was reconmend-
ed by five good rocponsible eitlizens, mizht abtein a licenas 40 marey &
eitizen of the nation upon a payment of £1fty deollar lieense fse, This
marriage, howevar, gave the non-citizen ths righte of cifizenship in the
nation. There wes a conditiomm fo this law, requiring thst the applicant
should not have divorced a former mate, either in the nation or else-
where,? T™his law encourased the whites to come into the matlon, 5
secare the privileges of marriage and lend owning. The influance of the
whites vas to be seen in ths datily life of the Indian. The homes were
being constmeted of more substantisl materials, suwrrounded by good ont-
bulldings and enclosed by fences. The Indiens wore the same siyled
elothes as his white neighbor, or intermarrisd relative., The whites
give the Indien the idez of stock raising on a larger scale, The warious
members of this tribe omned 11,000 head of horses, 500 mules, 20,000
herd of cattls, 100,000 swine, 1000 sheep, and poultry of oversy kind, 10
Soon the system of large land holding developed, and there was u large
mmbwefmmmm&aﬁmmofhﬂd, under control, This
system met the avprovel of the Indian sgent, who thought the Indiens would

8 Report of the Commizsioner of Indian Affeirs, 1830, p. 104
2 Gp. CIto, Pe 143
10 0, Cite, pa 297
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soon adopt the customs of the white man thereby making the citizens
ready for state hood 2t an aarlydau.n This change in land holding,
also, had ancther good effect; the shif'tless negroes were forced to work
or move out of the nation. On receiving mwmerous complaintz from the
negroes within the nation, the Indian Agent requested Congress to pass
legislation for the relief of the blacks. The bill, ss drafted by the
&gent, proposed the following measures:

1, That such freedmen who consent thereto shall be removed from the
Chickasaw Nation to lands ceded to the United Stetes, in 1866 by the
Creeks and Seminoles.,

2. Two officers, one chosen by the Indian Agent and one chosen by
the Chickasew Authorities, shall determine which freedmen will consent
to move or be moved,

3. The freedmen shall be paid, for any improvement they might have
made on land, out of the funde of the Chickasaws.

4, That each freedmen who moves shall be paid 2100, from the funds
of the Chickasaws,

5. Those freedmen who do not choose to move will be classed as
Wother citizens of the United States", and be foreibly moved.

This attempt to rid themselves of their freedmen was & futile one. The
Department of Interior hed decided to place eertui-n Indien tribes in the
district, the negroes were to have been removed too. The negro problem
solved itself. They moved to the meny towns, along the railroads, in
large numbers. Those who remained on the farms soon settled down help-

11 Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1888, p. 134
12 Ibid., Pe LX.



ing the land owner in the many capacities of & ferm hnlper.u

The settling of the many towns and villsges was one of the chief
faetors in the raising of the sociel standards of the Chickasaws., Now
they mingled with the banker, merchsmt, gimner, stock buyer, lumber °
dealers, and the profaasioui men. The young men and women of both
races attended the same functions, secial and rablic.

The Indians were deeply interested in politics., During campaigns
there wonld be held a series of pienies throughout the nation, one follow-
ing the other, The various candidates would have their platforms print-
ed, and distributed. They would furnish barbecued meat and bread for
dinner, as an attraction to get the votera to acsemble, There would be
stump speeches, hand shaking and political medicine of all kinds brewed,
The crowds would be composed of Indians, of a2ll degree of blood, whites
who were intermarried, adopted, or those who came for pastime or curiosity.
The picine would often last for two or three dayes snd nighte, Altnight
there would be & dance in which the young men and ladies of both races
seemed to enjoy to the fullest extent., With the opening of the twentieth
century it wes difficult to distinguish between those who were pert
Indian and those who did not possess one drop of Indian bdlood in their
_ bodies, ¥ith the opening of the imdependent colleges and public schools
the class or race distinctions were loat, |

The, so called, camp meeting was an anmual affair for all in the
nation., The citizens, of both races, would e ach donate &n animal, which

wag to be slaughtered, and cooked to feed the congregation, The meetirg

1%z History of Indian Territory, p. 102
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would be held near e spring, where there was plenty of shade. Everyone
went to the appointed plece; at a specified time; prepared to camp there
for two, three or four weeks. HNotices would be put in the newspapers,
inviting outsiders to come and take part. Ministers would be there
representing two or three denominaetions. There would be three religious
services sach day. The time between the services was spent in visiting
and having a good time. Many & young men found the choice of his hesrt
&t one of these cemp meelings. Another very interesting thing was the
zbsence of religious rivalry in these meetings. The different preachers
would not preach doctrine or sectarianism, There would be shouting and
singing until midnight. These meetings were of untold bemefit to the
pecple in several ways. They broke down race distinction; they destroy-
ed class levels; they brought & better understending to each rece of the
other. All problems and guestions would be discussed, and meny definite-
ly solved. ’

@mm hed their ball games, which were ususlly played every
Saturdsy afterncon through the summer. The teams would be composed of
the best players in the community, regsrdless of race, The games were
played hard and fast, ut the lozers were usuelly good sportsmen., Every-
body attended these gemes as they were a sort of & social affair., After
the ball game then would be a "play party" at some near by home. The
mmr;;ﬁlmmplﬁmt, the meny boye and girls were home from
gchool for the vacation period. It was indeed & time for the enjoying
of parties, picnics and socizl zetivities,

A source of much pleasure was the circus, which nsually csme to the
larger towns every two ysars. The people would coms for miles, from all
directions, to see the cirens. The audience would net be restricted to

-



&any age, race or sex, Everybody went. This was one form of arusement
that never grew old. Many men and women were to be found who were near-
ing their three score and ten years of age and had not miscged seeing the
cirens sinece they were children.

The people enjoyed celebrations end parades., Easter Sunday wes
always observed by the egz hunt. People would sssemble by the hundreds
to witness the hunting of the eggs by the youngsters. It was a difficult
metter to determine who enjoyed the hunt the more, the adult or the
children., Christmas was ancther celebration enjoyed by the people of
the nation. There would be a community tree with practiecally every one
partieipsting. In those days none were rich and none were poor. Every
one would get onme or more gifts off the tres. This wss & time for parties
and dances. The fourth of July always meant a picnic, usually & two day
event with free meat, bread, pastries and ice water for all. The meat
would be doneted by the land owners and the breed by the merchants. The
pastries were home cooked and furnished by the women folk from every home.
It was not uncommon to see five thousand people attend & pienie, held in
2 small village., The people would come miles to enjoy the privilege of
visiting #»ith relaﬁua or friends, The wild horse riding and steer
roping was a feature of most of the picnics. The winners would often
receive handsome prizes, in money or perhaps & fine seddle, bridle,
boots and spurs. From this entertainment we have developed the rodeo
of today.

Everybody received an invitation to the weddings. They were gale,
but very informal affairs. There would be & dinner or Supper to which
all were invited, then en 211 night dence, The custom of going awey
for the honeymoon was not in vogue in the nation until recent times.
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When a death occurred in the community most every one offered his
help. The people were never too busy to help bury e neighbor. They
would also help the bersuved family with money, food, or labor.

If a neighbor suffered & loss by having his home bturned, or barnm
destroyed by fire or storm, there would be & gathering of friends. These
friends and neighbors would contribute money, food, furniture, snd other
necessities to the unfortunste femily, The people helped cne another in
their farm work, and roundup of cattle. The roundup was very popular
with the young men. They enjoyed the roping end brending of the young
stock, The horses, miles, and cattle were branded until about 1910,
Pructically all the young men wore the apparel of the cowboy —— boots,
spurs, big hat, end handkerchief about the neck, ™

The closing of the boarding schools was attended by hundreds. The
parents and friends of the students were entertained for days by the
school authorities, The exercises generslly lasted a week., It vss a
time of lesating, orograms, and merry making for the young people, The
parents enjoyed visiting with each othor.u

The homes of the land holders, and better class of the whites were
very comfortable. HMany of them were lurge twe story structures with
wide porches. They had from seven to fourtsen rooms, and ususlly were
built on & hill or high ground, loc.a:.tcdahoutho tundred yerds from the
road. There was an orchard on most of the farms. The farm home with
the several out buildings made & pretty picture. The land owners had

14 Herbert Work. The Protlem of Indian Administration, pp. 670-661
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cattle, horses, and mules in the pastures, Hopgs were kept in smell fields
or lots, until time to fatten them, then they were put in a feed ven.
Poultry wes chesp and plentiful,

The work, in the field and home, was done by hired labor, WNost of
the cooking &nd laundrying was done by ‘negro women. The field work was
done by white labor, Whites end Indians would not work on the same job
with 2 negro. The large land holders used all mgﬁla.bor, in rany
cases, handling them almost by the same method used in sluvery times,
Every home wes supplied with fruit from the home orchard, The common
fruite, veschee, apples and pears, yielded fine harvests., There were
two fruits to be found necr every home, the Indisn pesch and the Chicke-
saw plum. The peach is almost sn extinct fruit todey. Each family
canned or dried fruit for winter use. Cane was planted by &ll the
farmers, that they might be assured of having molasses on the table.
Molasses was stored in barrels and drawn cut as rasded 18

There wes very little difference in the style and material of the
clothing worn by the Indiane and whites., Common wearing apparel was
easily procured, as there n.ro one hundred thirty-six towns and villages
in the nation with & population of more than two hmdred each. There
wers near one hundred mre smaller hemlets scattered throughout the
nation. There were large towns scattered throughout the entire terri-
tory where the better style of clothing might be purchased,>!

After 1902, the incorporated towns of 72,000 people were vermitied

16 History of Indian Territory, pp. 83-84
17 PReport of Commissioner of Indian Affsirs, 1904, Part I, p. Z01
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to vote bonds for civic improvements. Most every Ytown voted bonds for
schools, sanitation and electric plants., The advantages in the nztion
were as good as those in cities and towns of the same sise in the melgh-
boring states.t® There were few full blood Indians in the nation, only
1538, and about 230,000 whites and mixed bloods. It is easily discerned
the soclety was dominsted by the whites. One cmn_ing to the nation em 2
first visit would not heve been able to identify the Indians presemt at

& soclal affair. The nation had been assimilsated by the intruder before
the edvent of statehood, )

18 House Document Mo, 19, 58 Cong., ¥ Sess,, p. 111
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APPENDIX
The Historical and Biographical Sketch of the Life of A. ¥, Leecraft

I wes born in Union, South Carolina, November 2%, 1866; the son of
- Benjmin and Susan E, Leecraft, In 1874, at the age of elght yeers I
moved with my parents to Shermen, Texas., At this time, higher educstion-
el fscilities wore very meéger. There was only one high school in the
.stete of Texas. This one was locited at Denison, where I received my

high sehool education,

After the death of my father, we moved to ¥hite Bend Hill, Indisn
Territory, Chickasaw Nation, ninety wmiies from the nearest railroad
which wes Missouri, Kansas and Texas,

There was & stage line from Caddo, Okiahoma, (mow in Bryan County),
to ¥hite Bead Hill, the termimus being Erin Springs, now in the viecinity
of Lindsay, Oklahoma. At the time I lived at White Bead Hili, the
villsge consisted of two stores; while Psuls Valley, located a short
distance aray, had only one store.

In 1884, the Santa Fe railroad was built, missing White Bead Hill,
which built up the fine little village of Pauls Velley and put out of
business the thriving little village of White Bead Hill,

The only industry &t this time was cattle raising. The cowboy and
~ round ups were the big attractions of the day. The oanly crop we reised
weg corn, principally for use of feed for the horses. Native grase was
as beautiful and abundant &z our Crestor could make it., Creat herds of
thriving cattle grazed lazily underneath the twinkling sum, while sll
kinds of wild geme calmly went about them in seerch of food.



The happy contented Indians lezsed the grass lands to cattle
owners from Texas.

mewﬁhmlimmgm‘hop;ﬁtpomtof%.
to reside in the Indian Comntry in sddition to & fee for the grass.

There wes not a cotton gin what is not the State of Oklahome, A
bnnkmmshnrﬂofhthsopartn,ué:wmskeytinluthwpnltamﬁ
worn on the body or in tin buckets, buried in & marked place.

There were no bridges or culverts; treffic was going over natural
roacds where there was the least reclstance.

Fivers were crossed by ferry or wes forded. Cundles and kerosene
lamps afforded the light. & telephore wae the talked of invention we
wished to poseese some future day.

"hen the Pregident of the United ftetes was elected, it took
several days to get the election returns. I remember we waited almost
a week for the eluction rem when Grover Clevelend was the success-
ful candidete In 1884, The mell was received by stage line twice a week.

There were no free schoole in what is now ihe State of Cklahoma,
At White PBead Hill, Picrce Institute, & boarding school for girls was
located., HNot & trace of it pow remeins, The Chickusaws were sent to
Plerce,or to Jicrod Hesrt Mission near what is mow Shawnee, or to the
Catholie CGirls School at Denison, Texes.

The whites «nd the Indians got zlong peacefully, with one exception.
Governor B. l".. Overton, of the Chickasaws, objected to the cattle in-
dustry end to the business of being carrdied on by Texas cattlemen. The
Governor hed the wire fences cul down and the cattle removed. These
pastures cové;td thousands of acres.
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The tribal schools strictly for Indiens flourished and were great
institutions. Notably in the Chickasaw Nation w»as Harley Institute for
boys, which was locuted st Tishomingo, the cepitol of the Chickasaw
Nation, and Eloomfield Seminsry for Cirls, located at Colbert. BHBloom-
field Seminary burned and was later rebuilt at irdmore, where it is
known e= Carter Institute, snd is & leading school for Chickasaw girls,
which undsr- the cortrol of the federal rovernment. Appropristions for
its maintenance being made by the Congress of the Mnited States.

The present and last elective governor of the Chickasaw Nation,
Douglas H, Johnston, was Superintendent of Eloomfield, and his niece,
wife of Williem H, Murray, rocently Governor of Oklshome, was one of its
teachers. I had the pleesure and honor of serving as ¢ member of the
Board of Trustees.

These Institutions cessed &#s tribal schools with the bresking nup
of Tribel Covernmont., Cradnetes from these Indism schools are still
active, und mmber emong the best eitizens of Oklahome,

At the time I lived at Phite Beed Hill, and-until allotwent of
lardz te the individual citizen, lends were held in common. That iz the
title was vested in the tribe, The individnal Indisn eould fence up
end cultivate all the lands he eonld obtain wire and posts 4o use for
thet purpose, He hnd no taxes to pey, end was therefore, prosperous.

The pretiy streams abounded in several kinds of fish, while wild
game was plentiful everywiere. There were no batcher shops or packers
in the State, When meat wee needed, the hnter went forth to ¥ill, and
brought beek venison, or wild turkey, these ‘ba.ing the choles. Prairie
Chickems and the lovely 1ittle cmail coverad the preirles.

'!‘holndm-asiuhuhuv.nint.ha_u'goodolddm'.asthayﬂfar
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to them, He kmew nothing sbout mertgages or taves, FHe was free and un-
encumbered.

For socisl life he attended the big roundups and barbecues. The
neighbors donated cattle and hogas for the herbecuss and plenles, 4t
these gatherings, the old fiddlers furnished mmsic for sguers dances.

& few chmrches weres dotted over the country, prineipally carried
on by misaionaries sent to the Indian Territory by missions of the
Methodist, Bavtist, and Presbyterian Clmrches., The Indian Territory
wae known as & Poreign Country and the preachers were paid from Foreign
Mission funds. The New England stetes took & leading oart in thie
religions work, and had sent miessicnaries to preach to the Chickuasaws
in Misalssipsl before ther were brought to tkis country from their
ancient homes East of the grest river undor what is now referred to as
"The Trail of Teerst. '

In the old deys here preceeding the advent »f Statehood, the camp
meeting vith brush erbors vere great occesiome, Hundreds from many
miles sround would esssemble eand camp on the ground until the zeries of
meetings were ee@ﬁﬂ.

Thiz composed the form of emusements snd socisl life of the
seventies and eichties, No ore ever dreazmed of this dey of dynemic
soclety.

Fow as for my actiﬂty, my first position wss clerk in & Censral
Store of my uncle, L. L. Stowe, firm of Stove and ¥yers, of White Bead
Hill, frox 1882 ©o 1384, M¥r. Stowe was later U. £, Marshell of the
Southern District, while Mr, l}prs gserved &s County Treasurer of Carvia
County, County Seat of Pauls Valley. Im 1884 I moved teck to Denison,
Texas, and in 1598 I was married te Miss Lelsh Baupin, a wember of the



Ve

the Chickasaw tribe of Indians, Four childrea were borm to this union
and are all living., Bertrem M. Leeeraft, Colbert, Oklahoma; Mildred
(Mrs. H. L. Williems), Durant; Frencis (Mrs. F, E. Maytubby), Oklahoma
City; and Donald 3, Leecraft, Washington, D, C.

¥rs. Leecraft passed awey July 27, 1971 in 0Xlahome City. With her
intelligent aid ve orgenised the Lesoraft Mercantile Company st Colbert,
in Tuly 1896, which 1s st{ll in progressive operation, It is the oldest
mercentile ecteblishment in whet is now Bryun County,

I hwve enjoyed holding a mumber of offices. I served fomur years
&8 Gtnte Trsamrer, Seerebary to Governor Pobert L. ¥Williame, member of
the State Board of Affsirs, and I was Secretary of the Stete Capitol
Commisaion ut the time the new Cspitol Building wes erected. I was
State Righwsy Commissioner and also State Treasurer. In 1925 I was
elected to the State Legislature from Bryan County and am now & member
of thet body, having besen elected to Eleventh, Twelfth, Thirteenth,
Pourteenth snd Sixteenth sessions. l

™his, Jim, is my epistle concerning myself, Indlan Territory and
ite activity.

Yours sincerely,

A. N, Leecraft
Durant, Oklahoma



THE HISTOPICAL AND BICCRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF CREEN THOMPSON

I was born November 25, 1871, Tishomingo, Chickasaw Nation, Indhn
Territory, son of Thomzs Jefferson Thompson end Lousina J. Harkins-
Thompson. My father held several offices in the Chickasaw Covermment;
the only two thet mother told me about were Sheriff and County Clerk.
After my school days at the Harley Institute I came to Dwrant, Blue
County, Choctaw Nation, and the honor of holding office went to my
brothers -- Thomas B, Thompson, who was Nationmal Treasurer, and Jacob
Le Thompeon, Nationel Secrctary snd Attorney Ceneral.

I received my early schooling in Pickens County neighborhood
schools, Tishomingo Mele Academy, and one yeer in Grayson College at
Whitewright, Texas. On the 19%h day of Februery, 1895, T was married
to Minnie Beatrice Kingsbery of Colbert, Pamola County, Chickassr Nation.
To us three children were born -—- Lee Edeard Thompson, Durant, Oklahoma;
Fubye Lorens Thompson-Keenan now of Tulsa, Oklahoma; and en infant baby
who died & few days after birth, '

Ey father had only one sluve and she died in 1975 near Bokehito,
Oklahoma., “

The lands of the Chickasews and Choctaws were held in Common, and
eny citizen conld fence and use &s many acres 22 he had money to fence.
The Weshington brothers owned a pasture ten miles somere, and Covernor
Wilaon Jones' pusture was fiftesen miles stusre.

Frauk Colbert owned one thousand scres of cultivated land in Red
River bottom, and worked it with nesroces. He owned 2 gin end comnissary,.

Religious opportunities were good &z we had severel missionsries
gent here by the Methodist and mawrm Chmrches,



¥y first visit to & religlous meeting was in 1371, and have had
opportunities until November 25, 1357, and hope to have thirty-four
more years that will make me one hndred years old.

Town bell and lster baseball, fishing, and !nmtin# were my principal
forms of recresztion during t}n early days of the Indhn Territory.

In my section of Chickasaw Nation we did not have amy trouble with
the whites. Theymmtmsml states and most of them vwere
law abiding people.

In some parts of Indian Territory the negross gave ua trouble ut
not in the southern part., My father worked negroes for seversl years
sfter they were fresd.

One law thet the Chickasaws had that wes different from most
countries was thet of whipping for stealing. For the first offense
thirty-nine lashes were given on the bare back, and the offense was
hanging. A prisoner, if convicted for stealing, was given so many
days to be with his family before the day to be whipped, on that day
he was to be whipped he came beck and took his punishment like & man,
Ve had & permit lew passed by the Chickasaw Legislature on October 17,
1876, and repsaled September 28, 189%, During thot time the land
owner hed to buy & permit for his tenment £5,00 for single hand #2,50,
moet of the citizens made thelr tenent pay for the permit.

The dances of the Chickasaws were Pashofa, Sguare and Round Dences.
The Paghofa ig held when some one is sick &nd the Medicine ¥an has charpge
of the petient. He doctors his man with tess and herbs gathered from
the woods., After the Medicine Man is through with his ceremonies, they
eat the Paghofa that has been cooking for several hours and dance in a
circle aromd a man that is beating a tom tom,

Greenwood Thompson, Durant, Oklahoma
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HISTORICAL AND BIOCFAPHICAL SXETCH OF THE LIFE OF MINNIE BFATRICE
KINCSEERY-THOMPSON OF DURANT, OXLAROMA

I was born at Colbert, Panola County Chickasaw Indien Territory,
the £8th day of May, 1875. |

My father, Charles Eradford Kingsbery,wss & soldier of Ft. Weshita,
C. H., and my mother, Minerva J. McCoy of McCoy Hill, Chlckasaw Netion.
Hy father was Louaty and Probete Jutdge of Panola, 1377 and 1878, He was
appointed Post Master at Colbert, in 1881, Chickasaw Netion.

I was a student at Bloonfield Seminary, a Chickasew school in southern
part of Punola County, C. N.

1 was msrried to Creenwood Thompson the 19th day of February, 1895,
Yo that union thrse children were born —— Leo Ddwerd Thompson of Durent,
Oklahome, &nd Fubye Lorena Thompsem now Keensnm of Tulsa,‘ Cklaloma; the
baby psssed sway &t birth,

Ve M good religious opportunities and educetionel fecilities. In
the early part of my Life there were church end school entertainments,
plenice and purties,

The whitea were here before 1875, and we hed no trouble with thenm.
In 1876 there was pussed & Permit Law reguiring ell Citiszens to buy
permits for all renters on thelr ferms — §5.00 for tements end £2.50
for single hands. I have a letter sismed by several Citizens of Panola
County, Chickusaw Nation, recuesting the County Judge to give them his
opinlon as to the legali:ty of the lew, and I alsc bave & copy of the
answer o them woich is as follows: "is County Judge I hve not the
right to pees on this law but that power is with the Attorney Censral
of the Chickasaw Mation., 4s a Citizem I do not eprrove of the law, bhut
as County Judge I will have to enforce the lew.”
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The land was held in Common until allotment, snd during that time
any Citizen could hold as much land &s he had money to buy wire to

fence.

; Mrs, Green Thomoson



FiCTSE FROM J, HAVP WILLIS

I wes born on the banks of Red River, April 17, 187%, in the
Indien Territory, near whet is now Willis, Oklahoma, Post OfTice.

Ky father wes Raleigh Britton Willis born also at ¥illis, March 12,
1858, and his father and mother, J, Hamp Willis and Elvira Love-Willis
came with the Chickesews on their merch from Mississippi. Willis wes
& white man and his mother a Chickasaw,

My mother wus Margoret J. Page before her marriage to father. GShe
ceme to Jadisn Territory, from Arkanasasg, when one year cold and lived
aesr Atokae and Stringtown Indiaa Territory untll sixteen years of age
aad movsd down on Red River to what is now Willis, Oklahoma. She
serried my father in 1372, GShe died at eighty-two years of age.

My father, Britt willis, served in both houses of the Chickasaw
Legislature and «s District Judge, Permit Collector, Sheriff, and
Constable,

1 held offices in the Chickassew Netion &s follows: Timber Agent,
Permit Collector, Constable, and Lower House of the Legislature, and
ves Chickasaw kKining Trustee, and served for more than seventeen years
for one thoveand dollars & year. I a2lsc served as United Stetes
Indisn police under Union agency of Five Tribes about sevem or eight
Fearss,

I was educsted in Log School house in Chickasaw Netiom near
¥illis, PFurther educution was received at Pottsboro and Sherman, Texas,
I was married to Emma M, Herris. Her father was R. M, Harris,
Governor from 1336 to 1897 of the Chickesaw ﬂatiow_t. He lived and died

at Tishomingo.
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1 huve one daughter, Helen Lenis, now ot Stiliwater, Oklehoma,

My grendpsrents owned about twenty slaves, who located over the
country not far away. There is one living now at Nedill, Ckishoma,
who calls uimself Bal Willis.

Before allotment I owned about six thousand acres of land,

The citizens in some comsunities [irsei erected log houses for
reiigious worship and the Presbylerisn first hed missionaries smong
the Iudisns and the Methodists followed later. They held monthly
services and their guarterly conlerences and later erecled pine build-
ings which were used lor school and chureh purposes.

The Chickesaw Covermment about 1885 begun io erect school houses
&nd employ leachers and pay the parents eight dollars a month as an
inducement to send their children to school. They also heg four
hcedemies, one in esch of the four Chickasaw counties, where they had
dormitoriss. Childresn from primery grades io gradustion were boerded
and educsted without cost to the paremts., In several instences the
Legisleture appropriated money and sent griduates of their scademies
to colleges in states wiilh &ll expeases paid.

amasements in the nation consisted of ball pames, dances, and
shooting scrapes. There was very iittle trouble, if any, with the
whites and blacks, The cutlaws wmere guite numerous but when they came
W our community they got kiiled, left the country, or joimed the chuirch.

The whites residing in the Chickasaw Nation under our law were
required to pay $600 & year by the head of the family and was issued
& permit dated from the first of Jamsry snd good for twslve momths.

There were reelly no changes in land holding before 1507, All-
Chickasaws were allowed to locate and improve land for agricultural
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xiv,
RISTORICAL FACTS FROM HOLMEE COLBERT

§ wes Dovn at Gullertts Pirwy ou Sad Biver Peteusty #5, XIS,
My parents were Frank and George inn McCarty.

In 1894 I was elected to the Chickasaw Senate. In 1896 T wag
elected onme of the delegates to Washington to orroge the viocletion of
 Indian Tresties and sllotment of our lends and abolishing of our tribal
governments, In 1897 Congress passed the Curtis Bill alloting our lands
without our consent and without any kind of title provided the Chickasaws
and Choctsws did not enter into an &greement within one year. This act
resulted in what ie known 25 the Atoke Apreement., I wis & member of the
Commission on the part of the Chickasews and am the only one living who
was forced to sign that unjust treaty. Every member of the Chickasaws
and Choctaws and every member of the Dawes Cmission have long since
gone to their reward, That agreement provided that the United States
government would allot the lands of the Chickasaws and Choctaws and
wind up their lends within eight yesrs withomt expense to them. It hes
now been forty long yesrs a&nd we have been bled white with attorney fees
&nd court costs. The Chickasaws have no more to say in the manasement
of their affairs than & tribe of negroes in South Africa. The govern-
ment which boasts of its Christianity continues to feed & bunch of
political stump seekers out of the Chickassaws'! money, while the maziority
of them are begging for breed,

I was educsted in our tribel schools; I also attended a private
school in Sherman, Texas. From there 1884 and 1886 T atiended the
Law School and Washington and Lee University at Lexington, Virginia,
From there I gradusted from Bryan and Stratton Business College &t
Baltimore, Maryland,



¥y first wifle was a deughter of Governor B, 8. Overton by whom
I had one son, who 12 an artist and lives in Santa Fe, Few Mexice, In
1398 while representing the Chickasaws in Wachington, I met end married
Ressie Yobson, who wes & cousin of Richmond P. Hobson. Py that uzica
s were plessed with a dsusbter, who is now & teacher in the high school
st Lzg Cruces, New Mexico.

¥y fether owned forty slaves;when they were freed they seattered
gll over the land. T know of only one of thex who 1s now living: my
old murse vhe lives three niles west of Colbert on her forty scre allod-
ment. Ehe geys she iz one Mundred and four yeurs old.

Like 21l pioneers, rellgiour opportunities vere not what we desired,
We were depsndent uron whet few missioneries wheo eould make the sacrifices
necessayy in thoze days,

Under ths Treaty of 1227, vher the Chickassws migrated 1o Indisn
Territory, vhite traders were welcomed to settle amcng us,

Fdueational facilities were poor, tnt the Chickssawe snd Choctaws,
elways being = Christien people, lost no time iz building clurches and
gschool honses. We had no trouble rith either whites or blacks until the
goveromsnt Porced sllotment and Siatehood. Ve did not heve =& much
tronble withont lawe ae we are having now,

The Chickagaws drew yuch of thelr revemtez from what war known as
the Permit System, Whits merchents were charged & small percent upon
the amount invested and common laborers were charged five dollars per
yasr Tar the rrivilsge of remeining in the Chickesaw lution.

I trust thet T heve given you some information that will be of
service ta you,

Sincerely end temly yours,
Aolmes Colbert








