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The aim. o" this thesis is to present as clearl and e m rehensive-

ly s po :,ible th '!':ra.nsition of the Chickasaw Indians, fro an Organiz-

ed Nc.tlon o P rt of a State. My tr£atment of this subject lays no 

clai to bin exhaustive. There &re 1!1ru'lY g ps in this history or t ~s 

noble trib of Indians hich is not dtte to 1 ck of i orm tion· tut for 

tho nk.e of brevity. 

The &arly life of these peopl I hl:ive only to· chcd here and there 

c.nd then sparingly. o h ve tre ted th m fully would have meant onths 

of res rch resultin in a book of hundreds of pa~es. 

here ft1ctuA1 materinl ht.is e.xtensi·e, I have felt it ay.pedient 

to select. Those seleeti ns included have been de on the ba. is of the 

recency and erific tion of the d ta, and thee ctness and thoroughness 

of t e f ct"' veil ble . 

It is my sine re wish t t reruie?s of thio compll~tion ieht b$ 

nlightened through~ eftor s. 

Stillwater, Okla a 
J'anuc.ry 13Z8 J • . • Y. 



v. 

ACKNOWLEDG&'ENT 

This th sis owes a. great deal to many of my father's good friends, 

and to marry of my close friends with whom I have discussed much of tbe 

content herein. Speci&l thanks ure gratef'ully recorded: to Mr. Holmes 

Colbert for the use or his vallltible records and books; to Hon. A. N. 

Leecraft for his records and aid in research; to Mrs. S. M. Mead for the 

use of her records and Indian Laws; to r. Holmes ,illis for his valuable 

information; to Mr. and rs . Green ~hompson for their records and aid in 

research. 

The further securing of data 7tE1S made poseible only throu h the 

cooperation of the efficient and untiring librar"J assistants: Miss 

a.rearet Walters, iss Grace Ca pbell, Mrs. Vir inia Morrison Harrison, 

and many others. 

To Dr. T. H. Reynolds, Head of the History Department, I am indebt­

ed for the stimulus which resulted in this S}B.rticular phase of Indian 

HiatorJ, and for his valuable sugFesticns from time to time. 

To Professor G. C. Anderson I am deeply indebted for the generous 

assistance in many forms throughout the course. 

For readine and criticizing this thesis, I express my sincere 

tbanks to Dr. Watt Stewart, Mable Davis Holt, and my wife Ollie Jean. 

Finally, I would express my anpreciation oft.he assistance of my 

son Georfe Agustus, who so cheerfully typed the entire thesis. 

J.M. Y. 



ri. . 

COMTENTS 

CHA.PT"" 
V 

• • • • • • • • • • ... • • .. • • • •• • • • • • • • • • •• • • .• • • • • • • • • • • • • • •· • • • • ·• • • • J,. AGE: 

I. &CKGF.omm • •• •••••••••••• ••• ••• •••• •••••••••••••••• l 

II. C1 1GES IN LL\.ND TI TLES •••• • •••••••••••••••••••••••• 14 

III. GOV!' U IBNT OF THE CHICKASA $ ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

IV. EDUCATION •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 47 

v. SOC! ·TI I N GEtf1 L . . ... . ............. • •••• • ...... • •• ._. 

BIBL:!OOP.APHI •••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••• 70 

END IX 



l. 

CHAPT.F I. 

~ et forth in t.. t:reaty i d ~r hs Hni t d e.-t,t,t s ~: ±. h t. 

D l~ma.re Iridi ms in 1778 . es· dont Thomas Jei'fr:·rson c.efendin hi 

;:r...trcha inp"' oi the Louisicr1a Territory, in 18)~, deckred he · shed to 

f' 1nd N)W home 1-l'l the :e. t .for tho,.,.e Indians ho . c:t·e. the; l c .. ted in 

h e st-.:rn c tee. ffe ... .. :rther st~t.etl he thrru ht the Indians ould 1, 

better sutisfi d i.! -olv.cod by theru<; lvc.:J i.t .me d.._s-teuco f:ron the 

whites . 1 

f lrst · v,ltt.. ion, n s cone rted form, to .,.:rd -novin, he 

lndians from the Eust to new home 

by the st..ate of Ceorgi · • F'or so. time the hit. s [,. d In ians, in 

1eor ia, had been .vinp trouble f v i0ua kind . In 18)? tho .t-0te 

of G r :ia ceded it ~ rte-rn l~.nd to the United .'Jtate~ tmdar th te 

of an gre ent by ·-: ich the latte!' .:Jromised , t its own e:xrnsn ... e, to 

extin ·.u · sh the Indi · title to l&nds , in Geort>: ... a s soon l.i" i co tl.d be 

urehz:.se of toui iauu r,rovided • yrer:t r-eg-ion o v. hich it f..S hoped th 

Gevrf la In ian irht l: e remov 4 • 2 

The Cherokee Indians, re·•l tz~n~ th i~~.de:-,iacy of trit.s.l. OTf~..niza-

tion1 do.,...ted ·t 1 .. _ l,. n constitution s~d established r blicEL f rm 

l Tho s T ffcy n. of th Th---mc. cff ere n :}e:tnorial 
S"' clutio.:1, pp. 

2 E.. '. Cr>ul ter. 
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million c a of 1 nd va 'ble tor umd- . 

ye re prior to l ~2. They resented the encroachment of the hites. 

They s t dele r.tion to shington in 1808 to see President Jeff rson 

bm.1t getting pa:rmis loo to aotUe Qn land r•est r the sissipni 

Riv<r:r. he d nt ssun;;d them they ight o it hey wish cl. 1'.c-

cordi! 17 this t:ri ent explori.'l~ ~rties ~e. t to seek new lnnds for 

) -::>· •4 'l'he nfn'.t step t"ken m· the C ickastn .. w .s made in October, 

1818, hen ~ tr aty they rel inqui hed ir -clai s to e.11 lends 

ly"ing in Kentuc e messee. 5 In 1831 the t i e decided to ccept 

lend in the territory w st of Ark'ns a, north f the Pd Fiv r e.nd 

south or the C acU n. Thi loc tion had el o been elected cy the 

Choet · a, ao a tr$ :y co el uded on October 2Y , 18 .. 2 , t Pontotoc 

Creek, Mississippi, betw~~n John Coffee, Commiwsioner of the United 

St t s., nd the whol Chick.a"' tion, in General C uneil, th Chickasti.ws 

est ~n<l s ttle with the Choo • The natio 1 govern-

men a ed to su.rv ~ and sell the 1 ... nd.:J which the Chicka ws w re hold-

ing in 1Ssi ippi~ the b st pos ible price t pri~ te or nublie 

sale; .further re, the national overnmen greed to dve.nce. n. es-

ary funds and m · n for th trantlport.atii:m or the Chick s we, <' d 

turni~b one y r's ~rovisi)ns t!:! e1 they r ached t ir homes, ins ch 

the r, tion .i ht re~uire; a d the full. a, o int of ruch fUnds, 

,:. R. S. Cotte:rill. The Old South, pµ. 168-171 

4 ;oy Gi ttin r.. The Formation of the Ste.te of Oklahc a. 

5 Charle J .. Kappler. Indian ffa.i s Lawo e.nd. Tr~ati a, ll,79 
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tren port.E..tion nd ro•11aio w, .... s to be pt,.id ont of the proeaeds of th 

SB.le or th ce d lands.6 

Fo owing the ma ing or tl t ,rot.1..ty of , 1r2.t the Chickasaws be .&.n 

akin pntpa tiot1 to ove t-o th ir new h)mes~hoy dec.:.ded to s tJ.e 

in th& di8trl t as,,i ed t the C octB.wn the Un1ted St .... tes, in t e 

tre ty of D ncin Rabbi t, signed in 1850. To obtain oe is ion to 

ett.le on~ the C et ws, the Chic •s :f the consent and with the 

coo :r ti n of th federal r,rovernment, in 18t,71 mu.r,e ne. trea.t;r known 

Choctaws, Chicka w , nd the repre n iv o~ the nited Ste.t s, 

Ulla -rm tong. The ·ore import.ant provision 

A ;;, of' the Choeta District shoi•ld be set ... side f'or the use of 

t Chic , to be kno . s the Chickas w District of the Chocta 

I tin. 

The Ch1ckt c vs re to have equal righti· and privileges with the 

Choet,ws, xcept t.e 'ght to h&re in nnuit1es. 

The Chicka ws re to ha ual represent4i.tion 1rith the Choctaws 

int at.1.. 1 Council. 

The Chicke.sn s reserved . e right to c ntrol and l'\0.fre their own 

.f'unda, as in agreement with the T nited States in the tre ty elf 1932. 

'l' C1 cka .. aws agreed to p •y th um of fi e hundred ~.nd thirty 

tho 1 nd doll ... rs to the Choctat, oi- their ri;-ht,s and privUe es --

hirty-tho-.1.sand to be paid t the time, and in the m.nn r the Choctaw 

a.nnui :y or 1857 should be i id; nd the re i irw .tlve-l~red tho isand 

doll rs to b 1 vested ... me s~te and · ecure st.oe s, under t d irec-

D2vis A. Romer. Constitut.ion a d L-w of Jio Chlckacs l! Nation, 
P• 454-455 



5. 

tion of t United St .... tes Gov rn ent, Nd.es. bl in not ess tr.ian t nty 

ye·ra. 

The di trict ll$ i 1ed t.o the Chiclca.& vra os bounded as £-0llows: 

Bag1n·,in~ on the north bank of Red Fivf!r, a" he mouth ot 
I ll'Uld Bayo , a.bout eight or ten miles below t he m r1th of 
~lse ~achittn, t enee runni.~ north alonr, the r.iain channel 

of said bu.you to 1 ts so u-ce; them: 61.onf'." +.he d ividl11g 
ridpe between t!Mt ac.1i tte. f)nd Lo~ D.lue r-i v .rs to t.he road 
le ding from Fort Gibson to Fort ·va.chitta; thence 4lonff said 
roed to the line dividing shel t.1bbee and ?t1stmJ.< .... taba 
di tr·ict:, • ,hence e..q,st:::ardly alorw said dintric . line to 
the so .tree of .Brushy Creek; thence d wn so.id cre~.Jc to w .ere. 
1t flows into tl C ?W.die.n Fiver, ten or twelve t1ile · r, e 
the month of the south fork or the Cenadian; thence · ·e..,t 
along the • in CaMdi&n Flver t.o its so ree, 1f in the 
lim.its of the United StA1tes or those limits,. e.nd thence due 7 

outh to Fed Fiver, and down the Red Fiver to the beginn ng. 

In cases of di ·e. eenent betwettn the t o tri s the di~afNement 

should be brought to the resident of the United States nd his deci-

siens 1e e to b final. 

T us territory l!DS to b$ kno,rn es the Chic:lt'.as w Dietric of the 

Choctaw N tion; the Chiclre~aw re:re to be ndmi t · to full citiz nsbip 

in th Choctaw · tion, exeep that the property interests of the two 

tribes were to be kept distinct. 8 

Since t. Chick.a ws removed willingly ~nd he.d not suf! red he 

lo a s-4 ined by the other tribes1 they arrived with ve,ry maey 

re ources nnd with much less suff ~rin than was tru of the tl-ters. 

They brought a large l'J.Ultlber of horses . nd ,an a~ons loaded v.:£.th great 

quantities of' household goods, mt.ieh or which they bough especially 

for the e~igrtltion. mo t the entire tribe b nn the est .1-d Journey 

7 Ibid., .. t.94 

8 Se te Doeu!!tent um -r 542, 57 Co g., l Seas.,, pp. 56l-iS2 



6. 

bot r th d o'f th first ye.s.r f ollowi.'1.g the Doe r.ville Tre ty. 

t m ne thou&.ll'ld of' th tribe r . oved at t ir own ::,enae, to wve 

this cos to the tri ai.i a hol. 

Chiem,..aw bad be.en enjoyin, the be el"its of a ldeh civilize.-

John L. Allen, the Chick saw Ap;ent, in is report tot_ ... ere ry of' 

T'"' Chicka.ea e h0rees of c superior q uJ i ty ., •••• 
1 r e herds of ca tie, swine, .., eep ind g ·ts, e.n.d poul­
try of -very 'ind .::.:nd de,cription. They i ed cotton, 
col"!l, ·he t, o"ts, pe s, )eta toes, .. md be- "' . In l ~O 
the ' ex,,orted 1 '"'0,:) u.les ,:,f cotton e..nd ll con ... ider ble 

d pork. 

T· proceeds from the l~ of live tock a..d crops, 
-ft r re in1.g suffic ency for how. us, is re.n.e:rally 
applied to the pr..irch s of n c .sstirias a d 11.1.n. ies ot 
life; t t, nluves, r, and cof ee, as ,~·el_ s dry 

oods f vnrirm descriptions, ,..hie .s.re e lcul · tcd to 
ma!ro. hem cor.if'o:r+...- ble a..'ld. ornement their p rson • Ever;'" 
family cul tiv~ s. the e rt,h, 2s his thir.,t for t,in, or 
hi ima i.nar-.>7 ::> ,al wants incr · ~es . !uch to the honor 
oft Cnicktls~ws the en cultiv te thee rth, hi:e ·he 
f li1al& p.s.rt of the r ·mily is engaged in the1r h')U.Seh<:ild 

f ir • They µin, e ve, i:..ke their o· clothing, milch 
cows, , . e cheese, batter ete. The'.1" kee"' tht:u1~elves d cent 

nd cl n -·nd in muny iMtanoe ra·t cul r . ttention is p ~id 
t. i'C;..ShiO"n.s 1.'rw. ,:,-re- in u:&e by the tes. I 1· the c .. ir; n 
• ,·ctiee to .. r in th1 bG t &f'"'<!i.Tel ! t he'lr :p'..iblic ee 
in a, also visit th country vil~uges in these Ue-

nto. 

· ny f the Chicks.a ~ ,r .fess Christi tity; I e,tte.nd~d 
nm meeting t hich rlivin 1 rsh1p ·a.a performed alter­

tely by whit r..r.d red men, in the t.ngli b langi E' •. o nd 
Indian 1 ~~ ?e • ... verythl ~ ws.s conducted with the ut ost 

ood r, t,nd deC,'Jrutll. As a ..,tlon t.he mer m b:r ve . n 
hone t., the wo e beau iful ar..d. tlrt: ou •• 

ictor ~low. 01cl. Its Origin d l'ev · loF}llsi ... t , -p. lt. · 



he C?lic'ko.saws :io?n be . .:..n the ta r of r~buildi:og their homes in 

the e terri ory .. They el o recOfini d the ne.ed or n educational 

sy"tern, hieh is evidenced by their petition to t1'.e Federa1 Go ernment 

in 184£,. aking for fun a and a~ istance in the reetion of' boa.rdin 

chooli.l an neir)lbnrhood s.eh:)ol.s. ( Th rrover ..;:.ent "'as willing to 

co(h.,er e ith £-Jivice &nd :t\md'S for this ,orthy puroose .11 These 

Indit'..ns had been, ror ::;ever l ye r:,, sendi g some of their boys a a) 

to schools in I1aa1 sipp,i snd. adjoining st.;..tes. Thsre was ar;ropriat­

ed e .... ch y~r tsooo, for th educ,, ticm or th .se young Indians. There 

ere sc.ver l school fo1 I.nditns in the Chickasa · . t.i n.12 

Pro ·bl:, none ol th:e tribes ada ~ t d themsel vee so T · adi:tf to their 

new '.homes as did the C clat.saws. By 1845 tr.any inditldual 

hAd ag mu<:h as 600 cree of land i."'! corn; besides co+ton, h \, oat,s, 

rye, which they were .able to eulti nte with the &id of sl v~s • 

There 111er-e three fine cotton gins .fl by the Chicks.E.a a .. 1~ In the 

fall of this r (1S45) th se Indians hnd 40;000 b1.1shels of corn 

which they did not need. There ' ... s no rket, because or a lr.ck in 

transportation. The .In.duns re nnour e d to sell their surplus 

pr~~xc s to ti.grants, who :re, indeed, lad to bu:y and willing to 

pay a ood rice for farm produ.etB.. Th e end.grants "' re on tb.e road 

to !en and pointB farther weet. Soon the more. elert Bnd enter &-

ing Indians moved to lo~ tiona along the in traveled roads 1o cater 

to t e needs of the emlgrant.s or other traveller~ •14 These conditions 

U Journal of the Chickasaw N tion. ?P• ii:: -59 

13 Ibid. p. 106 

14 Ibid. p .. 113 



led t c Indian to ee..c b t ·ern\ent of oc 1 ;.rv :duentio .l fncllities. 

itb t 1 o B"t.1rplus f m products bettor horn 3 w re lr. 11 , t mis-

ionaries bled to found churches aud schools; the Nati t a Ir 

a the neoda of ne conetitut on, t.Jo tru: t boerding ~ bool:1 £1.ight bfl 

he.d for the Ind n children.. To fu:rt 1er th '-'e worthy e 1ses t e tr-ibe 

d never·· 

t .und ara-t 6. constitut·on, for ;ip to 1646 the Chickas6ws 

writt. oo.stitution. In October, 1846, he tribe met 

~t Bolllng t\tril1 a, about twel e il » south of FoTt .c,shita ('near the 

pres t t of ~d, in Brynn Count.)"), ~ d adoptod a fo of a con-

stitution though there ;1ero not or tJ-~n . s-thiro Qf th tribe liv-ing 

in their o district.. But ne .l e..r later, etobe?' l:$, 184B, the,-

a ain a,&. •n c n ention t, the ti ~ plst: n d drew uv e r-.o ,, re~al 

cons~ tntion, hich aimed by ni..'1:eteen le:t.din embers of t,he t.ribe,. 

Thi.a co: st ,. ti n pr vided. f r n e.:tec11tive · to b a.r:ipoin-ted by the 

Chiekasa ,, in ~ene:rtl council,, vrith th title or District C er, and a 

cou..-,cU of th.tr y .. ber, to meet the first onday of eh Octobe:r. 

The primary ;:r.n-poms 0.1. the e n.st.itut · on as to eet control and the 

s le use £ their 1 e trihfll undo. They ere afraid e Cboct~wg 

air . cunt of the funds., •hich were held by the Govern-

eat as l!. co!lll!tOn tund. They leo desired funds vith which to bu.ild 

chools for the educ, tio · of their youth.15 

't'he ost ur ant buein& .... s o th ti?" t se:)s!onwa"' B e 1tion to 

he Pre ident of the U i ted Sti te , inroki.! u aid against maraud! g 

Indian, f th eat, who we.re driving off the li-v stock of the 

Ch1.cmso•t5 nd co -itting ther dep:r <:lat.ion.n. They re p.eetf\tl.17 

... ee., ed t'na t e F -denu (Jovenment sem .ounted men as theJ would 

15 Ibid. pp. 121-12! 



gi'lf t . i Jn\ ws more perfect see 1t:r t m their own police. 

A very ·lnteraa'tin pag in the Chickasa1r Journal relating to th1 

is ~lmt Mch records too acoeptenee nd ooyment nf a bill for 

In 1!34 7 the Chieko. e arran e ents i tr the .e+..!lodlet 

ie-sion B .rd to erect .tJ.t;! conduct a 

The school m;i, to be located abo11t t elv mUcn no th;est of JPort 

hi ta, and ne mile north or . t.own of 'l'iahoffiingo.. 1' s ehool w e, 

to be a.m ~1 labor 3Chool, i.e, the studen s at ended cla.as-e:, a part 

of t day t ,en did .ctu.tl v;ork on th f11m or in shops. At this UIU 

ime n ti.gree..'llent was inaoe ·ith t"'.e re byteri Eo:..rd to erect nd 

0011duct ch ol for the . irls of the tribe. The school wu 

lo-cated nenr panucka.. Tl1e sch.cols ·ere to !'" e a. ca~ci't,-v of one 

:rding u-pils and to tea.ch the children (Chicks.saws) liYiDg 

e~ the achool bat taring in their hQ11t~s. #··ch of lle~e 3C ol.a bad 

r culty of ten teachers ell q alified fol" t ir po tiom,. he boy$• 

school was knolrn, ·rlay-te Institute; the school t'or ,rirls-. the 

e tabor e._qdemy. The et.hodi t al o efit blished 

Bloomfiela , eminfl.l"J' for girls in 185 • ru aoho l .,: s loen.ted so_rne 

fo rteen ilea eouth ... t of D\ ant, in .Brya Countw. The school began 

::> atio i:n 185 und the d~otio: of 3. H. Ca-rr-. An-tlwr boardinl 

sch<,-ol f(.lr Ch'cka.a • · • J,r +he auspice. ,..t th &tht'.'diets, .. , loc t-

ed Clear Bogpy River, no~theaat o-F Tiehomin:ro. 1rh1& wa:s kno,m as 

Ct,r il a Institute. The C ckasaw ere no• '.mm ndf\JJ. of the w llbe'ing 

or their ornmms. There was loe &d at, T,ebt;.non, ne r · ·r1ett in Love 



10. 

Count'<J, ;.:. bott:rdinr school to vrhieh th e>r hn w re adm1 t ted nod •here 

they tf r fnr1,,1iehed oom, board, cl thing, books,. ruld other nee.e · s11ry 
,7 

»upp lea.• I ell of thes boerding school t services o eo13-

petent hysieinn, with , edic.: .. mu,, a· furnish ... ,, to ·~r:i t: h 1th 

or the J!Upil .. 

eoupa~ hle tu t1'J.re ot our hi h schools nd jun.i<n> colle·:1e.s of t?d y. 

Th Cm.eka& I/ Co· ell ~d in mind ~ well roun · efl ed cati.a ,. one to fit 

the boys d girls for t 6 r plsces in ccie'ty" • a r1ol tN- ning and 

agJ"iOul ture er r ~ red. of all the ooy , while t girls h..rv ele.ssea 

in home conomics .::i.nd fine erts .. In addition both boy and -rl were 

re ub-ed to d s · tu,f oto;ry work 1..1 the b.:ts& eubjec e.. 'rr..ee-e ubj&cta 

pared to our pl"esent rad , t:chools 

na h d common and undivided interest in t.ie re:.;ier tiiJn .lch h!.d 

been gr tnterl to the la1, r, the .. ~ ca... 1oli+.ic lbr dis .. tisfted. To 

but the arr~.ge~ent ~00 to the C cki ~aws b e-n se, the 

number and out--vated, Tho Choe ~ ., .a 
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on~r l ,f t. # t,ril::al ovcrmnen end only Chocwtve. .ere eleete to 

fill the alee i~e pceitlona in th notional governE nt. T Chickss :ws 

.,non ~ li~e·l t : ere ~cc,•1t to le!'! the· r tr"' al n - ,ii:m lit,y . this 

brin r the 

t,ho Ch et,.e. e. Accardin ly, on June :-~, l8S5, t • ahi err. n r .. C., 

t it 

of , F,:,,,derel r~ rn:.1erot .. , G 'Oif:€ : • Mar.r,yp ·nny., and 

liignoo a n +,?'e tr hich d.tei.solv d e D·"'-rt~er~h p reL t. 1,ns. of th 

two , ibth. The politic l urisdicti l'l of th Chickt' .. 2a• District 

th pz.ymen to the e oc "" ,';)If .150,000 from the t-M:ts fund r ,he 

Chiel:L 8W v.tion.. .oth tr1 s ~.gree to . lln1ui all els:! s to the 

:ts.._r ct 

ve en t-0 cee t in on t on + e:rt,f r uch 'e.n ll) mt .o 

might e de e ined b., t United St"~tes S nn e.18 

,. c Chic\casc. 

'PT e~ ~n , ~ - "n en r -cmmcil in 8157 to dr up r, net con;:;ti tu-

+.in. It tr. epublic»n in o1'"l'i, 

bod. ccmpoe, .,. ,i St!inn e r.r.d -

'II "'r be (j t .e only one of +.h 

of repr .. en+ tives .. 

?? 1ben hieh 

divided into tour 
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districts or counties, na ly,. Panola, Pickens, P ntctoc, 

Tiehom1n o. 

Aft.a-r the a<foption of tho. co.o.stituti n, he :riba:l legiE.c- t:;;u: 

et and enacted a mlf'.tbi;!r of la • 

the tribe; 

(no du.pl cate being :retained) for the purpo~& of vin the19 pl"inted.. 

Thi y ung i.a.n, intrusted ith so 

myate-riously and. the IU!lwly enacted l · d ss.ppsared i th him. As 

re~\llt of this incident, 1t became n cess~:ry to r$convsne the t b8l 

legislature in a speciel. se.ssion for the •)Ul'JJvse o re-enactin ' th 

La whic.h hts.d been thtle lost.1 

the Civil 

e organitlittion. of the ne government t" the oa ,bl- . · of 

the Chic' aa·s ware 1n their he.ppiest pe~ir.,q. The 

sor~o.s W1d mi eriee of their migra ion ~nd setting up of ue~ 1mea 

ere almost for otten. The tribe r." &t pe ee o with tllti. warldJ 

their roubles itJi t ~e Ch.,,ct.aws rd!.d: be n peacefully settiad; ir 

wants wer few and e. sUy aupplied; t.hey were prosperous ·n thea '1J 

t ir arm and planu,.tions ~re roductive and their flocks and herds 

had incre a d until. they lie.re a. 8ource of we&l tll in the surp.lrui ·th.a t 

w s sold. They were pract-ieally sell"-auppertin ~ t i.nt-a1~e t · on 

their trus t'unds "a 1 r ely e:xpended :tor t...~e auppo:rt ,:;£ 8<:b.'lol&. 

They were not. yot diet1ll'bed by .. ailroads or 'e.le G.ph l es; their 

relations 1rith otm,r tribes ~i!ld the ovE:1-rt1mei .t rere f.r· er.dly. Indt>ed 

the Chiekasaws w re happy. 20 

20 Ibid •• P• 269 





C :APT'E.R II. 

CEANGf:.S IN Ll.lID TITLES 

T ple.n of l.ocating both northern and southern Indians in the 

territo · south ot ns s bad its ineept1o.n in 186:?. In Yabruaey ot 

hat y r, t1e le itlature ,:,f Kansas ttdopted resolutions call ng upon 

tl. Uni~ed S tes to urobase, d throw open to settlement t 

ed 1 nds in the Indian 'l'erritoJ'Y. r olutions were µresented in the 

nited St&tes Senate ror the first time on March 24 ,, 1862, and on the 

e day Se.muel c. Po r<Y7, senator :frors ansas, u1troduced a bUl for 

th re o,ral and cons-olid tion of certain tribes. On April 16, he i.lltro-

duced a bill e blieh the ffTerritocy or niwatt, incll;iding the 

present state of Okl homa and tmt p rt of Tem Phi.eh li,ea north oft 

Red River. ThiB was nothing .or t n a scheme to secur roo2n for the 

Indians ot Kan s, at the expenstt of the Indians in what is now Oklahoma.. 

n u.priein of the Indian of nnesota, in August, 1862,- led Congr ss-

C)'l"Us Aldrich, o! thats·~, to int.:rod.uce bill in Ct.>ngre 's•milar 

to t t of Semitor Pouro '.... Both bills were refused eon:dderatiott ~ 

the Bo e Committee on Territories.1 

h Indian tr.ppropri tlon bill which became 1 w o-n July 51 1862, 

contained a c1auz · hori ing the president of the United States to 

su nd wholly, or in rt the re tiell h any tribe whose tribal 

not i.!1 a.llia.~ee with the 

l Roy Gitt&l\3 r. Op. Cit., pp. 67-69 
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the executive depa.:rtmant to us the, .money de the Five Ci'Viltzed Tribes, 

forte benefit of the Indian refu,rees in Kansa. However, the go,n, -ent 

ultimately u e of the authorit, thue conferred to force concessions 

tbos · Indian loc: .... ted in Inditm Territory. 

en Cor..gres t :in Dember, l ?~ ror a shol't ession, the -;>lau 

to ov th n.ortbo-rn Indians to the Indian Territory a in ea.me up for 

consideration. The t.t t to push the .Aldrich bill through CongN38t 

tor the establishment ot the Territory of Lanniwa, as r•ported adverse­

ly on brua.ey 12, 1865. On Deco r l5, Senator ta.ne introduced a bill 

to authorize the .. r side t to t_ t 'lliith the I iana of Kansas for their 

r oval to the Indian Territory. On J'anua.ry 21,185, Lane eport.ed his 

bill fro t Co dttee on Indian Affairs with an m&ndr.,ent r. Ting 

? esident Lincoln uthority to secure l'1nd in the Indian! rritory, by 

"treaty or othe ise", ro:r the Indian of Kl~ s. I,an$1 s bill a amend-

ed pass the Senate on Jan ry 27. The hotUe did not a.et upo it, .. or 

on ebr-tW.Jj 25 1 the ..,enate a.tta.ched it to the lndiAn: appropri tion bUl, 

a.na on the nerl d .. . the House concurred 1n this ac-tit>n. The la of re-

roovin t Indiana of Ire.ns·d to the Indian Te:r itory aceo ingly became. 

rt o~ the law of the land. on rch sc., 1865. 2 The Comb ioner ot 

Irull&n .Aff'airff, · • P. Dole, i hio annUlil report for l a:. , ius!sted that 

in th pr eess of recQnstrnetlon, the .so-ut,hern tribe s onld ~ !i!Ade to 

provide roo for thoae Indi~a or otha~ states who were ·too crowded o-r 

ti distatisfied 1n thei~ pre3ent locations. 

2 C-on -rcs ional Glooo, .S Cong., l .... e,s.i!., ?• 921 



h& Sup rintendent of' Indw .Affairs for t sou them su rin­

tttndency, • G. Co£f'in, JOOue a trong protest to the Depi,!,rt,m t ot 

16. 

Interior at ashington, to uny proposal to ove other Indi.i1.n.s to the 

Indian Territory or to crowd members of the Ftve Civilized Tribes to-

ethtn- too closely. H maintained t t the Indians would rn$. a re 

r~pid ogres if -whites of th& better cl.ass r illowed to c e into 

the Territory and live wnong the India•• Her 6:oned t. t the tor r 

would er ate a desire on the rt of the latter to build and - intain 

much hither civlli.Zation. 

on February ~'O, l S, Senetor .rl n, Iow. 1 introdue d a bill 1n 

Cong?'$S to con.solid.at the Indian tribes nd eatablish civil eovern­

&11t 1n tle India Territory. Tody later it as reported by t 

.., n te Co te on Indian Affairs, and hurriedly cons1der din the 

e.wte.. Thia bill w.ug clearly inte ·E:Jd to r rtbe the movement thn.t 

eta pl.art for th re oV&l oft Indians from 
b 

KfillS4. T -Harlnn bill passed the senate on .arch 2, 1865, but it 

did not r ceive eonside~ tio.n in tbe h ueo of r pre entativee. as that 

se sion o'f' Congress ended the next day. Se tot- Harlan., however, a.a 

soon able to del.11 with the Indians a e ber oft I!.)c' cut.iv• D rt-

nr.t.tn- J mes Batle.n wns pointed Secretary o'f' the Int rior by 

Pr id n Johnson., and took ~harg of b.ia office en Va 15, l S. The 

Ind 1eJ1 c ell t on 2 , 1.865, and :reque . ed S·eretary Harlan to 

4 Ibid., l 2, pp. 10 169 

S oy Gittenger. Op. Cit., P• 7l 
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et •1th them,~ .nearly chi.te,; to ttxnlain his pl n t:> t' in relative 

to ne t ti~s reconstruction .. agreed to meet the Indians or 

thoir delegates "'t Fort Smith,. t,..rlronaas.. T f'i:rst meeting took plt..c,e 

t tha a pointed pl ce on epte: ber 8. On the first day the Indians 

were told they bad forfelt$d thei:r' rights under l!.ll ormel" treaties 

between them and the :fo-~eral government, but those who d re ined 

loyal to tho United S-ta+es w J,, praised and anG'W:"ed t t t eir c . im 

would not he forgotten. On th& a cond day it was an ouneed tl: t if n 

e e they met contain certain provisions, to con-

.f'orm to the wishe~ of the .federal gover ent . These provisi n ha.a to 

o ithf l. Slav-er; and its abolition, 

E. · . .e-e te.blisbment of pet.ca and ordt:r, 

~- Th s ttin aside t l!llds for oth-~ trlbea of I, 'iat1$ , and 

4. oo oons lid.ation ot tll Ind:12.nz in the territory then or 

those to come, c.!'ter the ne• treat1e~ were mrul&. 

· hese dr~stic proposals dumbfounded the :Iridiiut!J. They s si:ed ror 

ti1"..e to diacu e and co sida~ .o~e fully th µ1>opoaa.1s . 

!n tl'- l~ ter pill.rt of Decemhor1 1SS5i dele&~tee f'ro., the Chickasaw 

ation went to Fort Smith to 1:10110.iate new tr a.tie- .. 6 In this c f'crence 

preliffl.inary treaty -., s dr wn up between the Chi .a&Yis end the :rede.ral 

vernment. It as ,ecided to send dele:gat s to ashingtcm., to sign 

fomal tr t:itie , ae t er-e r n n.y quastJ.ans 1 volved wh:tch t be 

aetUed de.fin!tely bef'o:re the ign 

d leg taa r-riv: · in Washington 1n ~~1 1800. They were Wincheate-r 

Colbe,rl, EdJn:J• 

Love. The n1ted Stat,e ao:verm::ie-nt s re.p1"tU>ented by II. N. Cooley, 

6 Ibid. p . 00 



"I _,.. 

i. here ere tour jor inta to ·' s t in the new tre ty., to-

1 .t 

l .. The p;roo :r nd jus· method o.r ~juating t;.ff iro bet con 1 yal 

nd di lo~l Indian tt . 

.t!on by the di loy&l party tor los:;es, of pro rty 

~ those wl10 ... · 1100 loyal to t ~ e United St.:.t s. 

'm the tribe, t be uned for the 4ettleme t 

ther :on of Indi n .. ho it us in cont mplation to remove from na. w 

4. The proper rtllntio.n whieh t..!l freedmen should he-roaf'ter hold 

ple .. 

ty 

cation a~ o.dviaed,. ith an endmo.i:""lt b</ the- .se: ... te on .rune 28; th 

"'~1 ~ant ceeptoo ul 2 ,. a.'ld the t ., rocl imed JY.lbliel • .July 101 

1$6, 

It eontainod t usual provicio-ns for re-e blien!llent ot pea_c a:nd 

f'riendshil)~ Jjf e.uty, eod t. _,, a'bolition of sl veey in ev©-7 f o:rm. 

Chiemsa s, :1th t Choe . '..t , c . .t_tt to the overnm,,nt t.he whol · or t .:at 

t:r-,:..et of :t.md known s the lea..,.ed distri.et, compri$1ng s,aoo.ooo (::r·e · 

o! l.and, the la. lyin_ WcGflt of' the ninety-eighth me1-idr , bct•e n. he 

ed ud diu r1ve:r6 to tho .:,,ne h>.mdredt.1 , erid4n F,or t • s ~ 

within two years. If theae l ws were paaoed, t full aum. with cx:u-

a.+ interest wae tQ be pe.id, t e-gua:rt.en to the Choctaws t.trui one-
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9 300/J'X>, ·ith intere t, w r. t,t') hB .kep b-t,: the f'ede al ffovernmant. and 

used f r. the benefi r the freedMen. Other feature~ o! tlie t. U1.t 

· rf! , set Right-of.;. e.y ~s gTanted fo railroed through he n!l.tions, 

170n '*:h ;,e.yment of f .ir and 5 L.~t coapensation For dalm'!.ge dons to- nrop-

1:l t,-; ,h In.die a i.ght sub. cribe to the st'i>cJ< of :rn.11:roads, in l nd, 

au.eh ttltb.sc: t: tions to be e fi:""st J.ien on the rns.d 1 proviai.oru: ere .ad 

f,, "· 11',,nq:rel c u.ue 1 nod its .,..o\'l'er clee.:r:17 definedt ao as eatablt11h., 

!)l.U,:,.?SC ot nc .si.stent th the t,r.i.w.1 1 ws 7 a territorial 

eo .. , rn~ · t; t Aff>: u-a . to be _.tNern."1' nf 

t.he t orr1t,or;, :tch - S be kno .. · as "OKtAHO !A",. the. eduoo ional 

.t",:mds or tJlll Ind rns, n .. 0. .f'ome!' tre ties, were to r ain invested 1 

:md • "'yments renewed, by tem .. of theae !}reviona tr-Mtie ; ~he le.nds 

. ere to be fm.~eyed allotted t ~he- India · , 11h00 they so desired 

at +.h expe ~e, , 1' t.ha go-Yernment.; • !"o i ion w. mAde for the .. t ,t!"n to 

th, C ic saw Nation ot - ttered members of the t:r1 • Land was set 

n~.rt for co tnf.y buildinJrs, and for religiott und edm:i tioutu. 

Those Ind an w.L ~l)~~e to. b !"loved 1n were o be received w_th eq al 

!}l"iVile,->es ith _, .. c'r .t-SA.lf-S, ~veep th , they ere 110 to ·r.Ja.re i;n 

nnn ties; "nd l "'nd for their use 5 to be paid fol' at the r&t,i, f one 

doll"' pM" a.ere.. Th , !!lffl'!'lbe_rs a.f the Chlcl:ama tri,. ·· .re t, be ecept-

.• ef.'urre 1n r.e na on \e'er& tr> be rlulivere , t o ede"N!..l offieers, U.))On 

re n.i"'iti 1.. Post t>t'f'ices e to be stabli l'i~d in t e Chick.an• 

ati · 'I l-.; rs were o b two con:mis ion~ .creat~d one to rum rte.in :n.d 

,..el'<)rt he lo <le:S of t loyal In i,8, $ consequeut to lmv1nP' been dri en 

fro t tion duri.'lg tr.a ,ar; the other to deter ine, the lo se.s to be 



, id fro tribe.1 t\t c held . . n trust l'lj t federal ove nr"e t. 7 

The tr e:ty ie '" lerr.rtt~~ d.ocm.erit, c01.t .. lning fifty-o e ertiele.s1 

r icles 

icl no rcccguite; c r:enbc:rs of the tribe their ft-ee "":en .. 

(tn s..;~ y i:.r:: rc.';id cl1~,:on c!.e11elopcd in the ~ ation ,r,itb the cooing 

or t'- irtnt.<.ntr"' Kansss .nd Texs.s P.& lrOL.d,. Thl.o bro~ ght in v..e.n,- hi es 

ho hr,d to ba p:rovid -d for. ~e tom ... were 1 .. d c. t. '! ~ l:tttl ~ iJ.la 

,. Cc!1)ert, in Brya County, .n! tl o f'iret and or.1 to n on ·this rt.il-

!'. ~c::: settl · in l 72. The r ilr d 

:1.U. ud,L.ti·, l n ln enc o~ lend fer SJ.d! L r.d ,). it.eh.es r:it!u.n c 

i tc • "'he ;r. ilroad eompc::.ny a . eed to '1 y .ir rie !o- sll la 

o_ lun t:41.d br:,• 1:1ht i . th)u "ands of p .>ple of eYi!ry color :J 

".Orl.s it .1u of 11011-cltbens rt:roc· c&ci.. t.'1e s;,ste. of' ranti~ ~ l · d 

7 F.ep.o:rt of the Co i sQlo ft of Indi. A.fie.ire 1666, po. ll 

8 Conrtit ti'l'l and l:6 ... S o~ the Chlck!i.·aw !'l .... t. on, pu. 40f'- SlS 

9 E~ ol"'t I.) the ~ i:liSc,,i.o = r o! ! di.an Af'te..i.r;:. 1867, p. 2.l. 

10 Hi to ;, or dita.n Territory, p . 55-38 
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to w- i tea i111 • l:'!egroe::: and 'i'la~ f irly well dcvaloped by :~/?. • The land 

bein . eld in co M:.Otl gAVc .... eh In · ia.n al~ .hE: land he could ence for 

his om u,;e; there beit on the ~-Vt:r ge more tl· m SOC c.Cl'e or lar.o for 

~ch , bat· of th.e trib~, · f t' e land b d been ditJ:tribute .. I t. is 

sil eaan .o gr t nd • ol6i4gs came about. 1he moi·€ progr s£iv 

ln.11.c:.n · ould e ploy t 1,e t bite.s , or 1.egroes, to clear •'Id e:ultiv.,,,t~ e 

given ri11ttb6r or ac:?: sc o.f -and fer c rtl'.in nu:obe.:r of yeLi:.rs , t hen th · 

clear lun would 1~ 

L• t. ·s method th£ non--citi ... ens ere able to live and. stay out of 

one d 11:ar - aaul t per annu:m. It · " 1.u1lawful fur n.on-cltiz., n .. to 

s enabled to get postie.ss1on of · l ge 

nm.ber of :eree. In. mo .. t of the ens s o lArg l nt:.-hol ~, the 

11 eroe had pre~ed tte land for cul tiv-Gtion. This ¥.~~ brl."I ht auo it 

l ceu t1 of local condlt· o s , i .. e .; the aegroes oul. cause t.ro· :i , it 

ell -~d to ro2:i, over t. r.iation. Then-, too; there •,aa no leg11l CO'Ui'Se 

to !ollo lll orcinr; t.a· J.ree<iinerl !'roI:l tru1 Ch.iekaf>a. ,o :tn.11 

• & Chic .&..cc.~ la. in w.l e:aee.~ g. ·ve th,., India.1 . c · tizon +..he :ri ht 

<;tlt'fll'Cl l;tlrpoaes.. Each Indian ~s all,o!,i':e:d t o place : 

tllf1 p&eture ,.12) 

ll r::epo1 t of tl"'e Ct!i:nffli&sioll1;.l.r e;f In6.i~n ii.ff&.ire 1876, :p.. S-8- 97 

12 Report of the Co issioner of Indian Affairs 18 .: , p. 134 



arm f o:r T: y y UX . p QVidc 

.. wtpl r oor:1 oT i.J.l o:t t. cltiz-0 » • h.) d. hv • ""o ct ~ tivu uo1.l .. 

The eulviVE•t;.on o... t,1ld gre v :. r pitl2... i!1 :r ~1 , ~nu. tl 1u..tion -,ros ... 

&.ccordi1·c"': •14 

.>u't 1 rote , ,, n ., o: ,;h ..:.t lw.d 

lea 

tion 

C k.r..e? 

Ind t, not counti~. th 

lZ Clt .. , p. 6 ... 1 

14 V il'. Cit., ·'• l ~ 

15 Bs. rt of t..he C , i~ ion r of It1d.u.n .offairs 1891, µ .• 2.U 



25. 

In 1890 there eTe eight to-wns in the N tion 1th a µopulation of 

mo e t n one thousand eE>*ch, four of these to ns bod more than two 

thousand people, while Chicka!3ha. had ""200; Ardmore rlth 5100 people w s 

th l;;rgeat nd bueiei,t town o the Chick saws. Ardmore as one of the 

~argest inl~ cotton kets i.n the South,, The number o-f bales sold 

ther en.nua.lly mounted to sixty thousand.. Ardmore' bad then (1800) a 

co pres, n oilmill, li.D el ctric light system,. an ic pl ntt a broom 

and 1!'.attress f c+..ory1 

whole ale houe&s; machine shops, e ·flour mill •nd elev tor, end n,-

o her nterprices. Th town covered throe thou~and acres or l d upon 

which there 'lfere many beautiful homes end substantial business bulld-

ings; ome ~ t of brick and stone.16 Some distressing facts were 

to be noted in connection with thee towns. They were ithout sanitary 

laws. firo protection, and ir...corpor tion laws. Nor did any of the in­

habitants h ve title to the land on which their bi..1ilding ere located.17 

Th.ere w re thirty vil ages in this Nation with POP'.tlations from 500 to 

9S0,. besides t ice as any more r..artl t .. of two and three small stores 

18 1th only e. dozen or so people living in them. 

Events re ard1n the land policy moved rapidly in the Chickasaw 

ation after 1892. Peo e beiro,.n to come 1n by the hund.,d , cl 1 ing 

to b entitled to share in the rivil ge or the members of the tribe. 

any of thes.e n • comers moved in and ee tled. on l!lnd alrettdy claimed 

16 History of Indian Territory, pp. 194-202 

17 eport of the Co issioner of Indian AffLirs 1894, pp. 1S2-l6~ 

18 P• Cit., pp . 47-48 



24. 

by e. citizen. Thi~ new influx wa"" ~ source of wor,:ry to the Indi a.rent 

nd to the authorities of the tion.19 The Chiclmsa legisl tt1re bad 

s~ed an a,t in 1891 providing for th~ ~kin of a census of all people 

in the nation. Thia cen:tu.i.a wa.s to determine wh a]Y.)ul be elir.ible to 

numb r of per~ons both wh1 t.e ~ black t .stion ill Uy, e-nd t .. 

ctu.al number of freedm 11 f th. Chickc .. snwa. The Induna wore afraid 

the n-0n-oitizerui wo ld .tt:i..r\ <:!O tt>ol o t.heir tribal afi'airs. 20 

In 1692 leP-isl ture: /3Sed sq e new las to try to control the 

intruders - a la1;1; (?:r.:lnting licenses to ;1rofession 1 men; for .he priv-

ileee of re aining in the Nation, &t twenty-five dollars per person r 

annum; a ore strin ent la·. re ardiv those c mine: in as laborers; a 

higher license on t aders; the rohibiting of bippin.g hay out f the 

ation by no:n-citi~ens• mon-ey c.ppro riated to pay e • nae of removing 

intruders from the ~tion; creatin~ a citi1,enehin CO· ission to deter-

·ine who actually · cer citizens• and the sending of delegates to 

e. hin to, to proteat to Cong:ress against any measu:r relating to the 

Chicka W tion b~eo ing a pc.rt of 21 st te .. 

C'he continued railroo.d building in the nation he.d its effect on 

t,!.e affairs of the tribe: more nerr pe - le cam.o in, and the tion 

reeeivod re r ve ue; the r()(id.S paid fifty doll.E..rI3 pe:r mile for ri ht­

-of~ y, and di tion 1 le.nd used was paid for t - ·ppr i ed lue. The 

r 11road companies p id £or &11 d mars done to proper y oltlled by ia-

di ·id 1al Indian1:1. .,, he E.nIU.U l ta.-r s fii'teen dollars er year per mile. 

19 . port of tlte Co iss.ioner of Indi&n lJ.'fc.irs l 92 ; p. "5! 

20 Constitution nd La.ws of the Chickasaw Nation; pp. ris -26 

21 Ibid., PP- 294-517 



ter l 96 the federal eov rnment r ised he amount to eventy-five 

dollars per mi.le for r.ight-0£- y ~nts end en «nnuol tax o~ twenty 

aollars per mile .. 2 ) 

Th Con .-48 ·a deci ed ti:, l oSUle.te a. i st the vil~ being µer itted 

to flo rish in the 1 tion. t.e Da s Commiss.on, e pc~.ed or 
Henry I,, Da as, Frank C. rchibald '"' . cKennon, "l ome.e B. 

ive C r...J.i:::.ed Tri ae -... t't t.he object of inducing t he to giv up thvir 

triool 0 ,Li,: · f la .cl nud to allow each me her of the tribes to 

l'JA-ve hi o rn h.o&J.stead. The powei·s 
• V 

nted tote co!l'lreission ere three-

.rcld; 

1. To de ':)rmine 1rho ere member., of the tribes. 

2. To com l itne ~es to a", ear in behalf of oT a,rninst el im-

ant for citi~ensbi. 

!Ii. To mr e nd Ue a. roll of all recognized 1 i~e.l cithens. 

The oormnission w s to deal ith each tril) s p rtitel to e:r.tit-

£ruish tribal titles to 1 nd with the ultim 'l·e er ti{}n of a state in 

the un1on.2 The cor:misslon c~me to Indian Territory in 1894 to begin 

ne oti tions with thi Indi, na. They r tumble to ke ngr· :.ne t 

with the Cberok ee, Creeks, nd : w.inole duril'..g the first .. e r, so 

they cmn to the Chocta• Nr,tion :with he ho e of tre tin vrith t t 

n~ti and the Chic ss.ws. Th Ch:l.ekae.,ws ent d le tes to Fort 

Towson to meet itb th co ission .and the Chocta. s. The t,ele. 

22 Se te E:xemit:ve Document, IYI· II!, p. 502 

25 eport of the Commissi ner of !ndie.n £'fairs, 1894, p . ,.7 



e to th m. T ey < id not have tmthority to ma.,c an a,,.,...~nl'!',R 

1 ind. Aftar ha ri;,g l d t . e ~ lans of the eorm:'liS"'lon e:xpl;;..ined t.o t em 

ther or not to go into un llgreEment '41th the Dli-w r Commie:~~on. !hey 

24-
failed to accept the Dev.· s • l.nn. - The election o;( ~. II .. Harri6' 1 a& 

go e s, brought .l'JOut e ch .nge of atti tucie of t .1s 

tribe to r.rd the plen. The governor ~aa stron 1 enough to force a rert-

n med to itm e.g::,eements in behs.lf of the Hlition. The deleg:-.. ,OG ,;rare 

chosen on w.rch 1, 1397, then met 1th the commi eion in .Tune. and 

.ent into negoti ti ns, a.greein to eceept the Dawes ' pl n. On July 1 1 

of the s e year, tho ls islature passed nn act agreein t-0 1\u"nish the 

Cora 1 ~ion with a tru.e and aceurtte list of all raons belonging to the 

Chtckesa Tribe who re eligible to be ruch by tloo.d, ad ;:,ticn o:r inter-

25 
m:arri e. These acts ere the firo:t steps n by the Chickaaa s 

to ard th abolishir1 o their tribal rovarnn:~nt, nd making ~inal 

dispo~ition o their lru"'..d ~ 

On june 28, 1338, t e Chiela'isa\s ~cceptnd as law the nost im-

sur s since signin the tre ty of l S ~ the to1a A e-

... ent nd the Cu.rtis Act. The.Se t..wo docu ents vir mi.lly destroyed. 

tribal government, and th& n t1on lo ·tits identity. Int e Atoka 

24 Constitution ru:i.d Laws of th Chi.elm~ N tion, PP• 54 -344 

25 Ibid .. , pn. :356-~ 5 



27. 

greement the chief . rov1sion:s er: tne land should r. all~tt1d to 

the indi id• 1 e!:lb~rs of the t.:rtbe,. iith the e:,!C'!Dtion f l nd' set 

r.s de for to s:1 tes, cow -.~nd asp 1 t · i s, ri "'ht-o.r.-. ay , ac!t ols, 

h">'uld be re ogub d ·nd e ch . ne triven forty e.cres of land; in"' D s. 

Co.,,'tlis ... on hnuld d"ter ine citize strip, supo-.rise the sur; .. Jin~ of 

land• ., u-vey nd -,,lot town. it ~ ell to n 1 te !J ..._ t n:, "'r;e ... e to tb 

of, .rch lF98: t. !~iens e e to bee me citize -s or the United States; 

se · l land, e3tabli"h townshl.p corners ith 

iron posts, ... nd ;:n.tt rkets c.t tll aection co:rnero. The federal govern-

me1.rt, a. ed f'urt r to e,1e.rantee eeeh Indian t.h full po..,session of hi 

land 26 Th Curtis ct p vided for the , itni~zm;en o~ eerta.ln crim8"'; 

g;,c,ve: fede 1 c urto Jurisdiction of c&ees to de err.:ine clQ;imant • rights 

to lv ; provided for ea.le of i rov~me~t~ of nori-eitizens; limited the 

ti in hi.oh a claimant i gbt sue for- citizensn:lp rig1its; provided for 

rec rd. cc:-taining to la 1 and its om1ership; !!'.ade _provision for the 

incorporation or towns ~oo ei ies; limited la hoiding by citizens, aa 

to J:mlllber of ere~; declcred ell uerieultu:ral 1- se~ void af er Anril l, 

"l 89 ; nboliahed Indi&n l.e :s (t.tld court· av.d pl c the territor:r unde"" 

b.e la s of r 1 ,nsns mde the to a A ent. l al, a.a siened. 21) 

.D&wes Comrni sion was gi a:n ic task. Of 7,500 

27 Op. Cit., pp. 6 5-549 



S, Classif';rtn"" t c L.,. d. s to r: uie.,* 

~en Indien received tit-le to '-'1041 .. 00 , orth of lnJ:1d,. 28 

1' .. e Dali·S Cora:ur-si n cortractcd seventeen col ie-e.ses & three 

-: ~SB· es p id. eir:"•t cent.!J ver ton roytl ty on COl: l, end sixty coo 1 pf:r 

on ~ v6.lty on c. phalt Eaeb <>.:. tho letiaae covered 96, .er-es of J. d..2! 
T!'e mirveyi g cf tO' sitea be an on !.fay ! , l 9., in th, li tle 

t, . side for thi5 vUJ..,.ge, 

t ?O i.nhtbitents, "nd the total value ot all lots, as appro-ved by the 

Indi n d rtr.;.et t n Au[!! et 14, . o $5,175.7 .. '!' e nerl to to be 

re .ds, and ev ... :rs ot ,U±.,:: $'V 1 

th llO)(t t~ • IIO) 

* There 
acre.. 

re nine gr des of lattd, 

ed bef'or t . . e .Co , ~i11tSiG' . , ved to 

ch having a different value per 

26 Re.;,ort of Oommi"~1oner or Indi n Affltir ·, 1896,_ pp. 1051-1058 

29 l?eport of CommieGioner or Indi n Atfeirs, 1900, pp. 117-121 

30 Ibid., p. 157 



,, 
(', ... 

h.2.ving their c,.,- 6!8 ~.); .. ro'\.--~d •. The l , ·b:::r O'll' ... 
~,.., c;~ ,e!j ..... pp!"!) \-:. Z,,;. ·:?T 1 {)~. 'I'l e 

ot·t?ent; :rolls ·~· r 

')f mini.~ l nd .; 

1. e f tha ~o. sits. rith 

. ork of the eo'l'ltt:!. l'l'ffi 1d c .>il ,f."! com-

'to ....... vc t · · e a~d 1:meh. en ,.usicn Cm. r se: ~ued an act r:, 19, 

el r 

show-

oicner ot Indi ffnire , 1902 , p .. U-25 



:rtl<mle pi~ce of 1 ~ 1. Ther& 

lo<'ated in the 1. r o:r to ·~s, in th !ncUon T r.ri-

t - ~ e et, 1 limited thee t f r11n natent o twe -five 

ce ts.52 

(o- !!.nw .. y , ~e, rolls 

fc-.r tLe -;: 1 ~ ... ibli:: .c 1;;l1t;J" :tr, . ~-11 T .r<9 ere er.1 citizens., 

en• ld 

~ d t sr were l ,89 • The rolls hB.d ~n closed,. 

~d- d ~cc rdintr. .o egree ent,t~ 

.ing; 25,6 A.5 .... cren ~d c-n I lott d into t • 1 t.a 1 t 

T! at!tlbcr f t. o .... es reiaei.ning (',vai blu ±'"or alloti · ,f'..r; 4.,66? 829.f:9 

c:::ea .. 54 

_he L.l.lc .i .g • .... :3 n"'t in full s ay nn l ~.:Ne 1904. ..);ere -ere 

in of his le.nrl; thee were no pro-

cll -t_ ent. l!fbe the f. •nerlil . v .rMf' t de onstr.r..ted lta nten i:ms to 

"llot AAGh cit.1 .. n v1lth or witl10•1t hi.A e per,»t.10 , th~ In.di ns soon 

S5 
f ll 1 11n. _by lt n~ awlk-P-tio for all t,.1!!ant. 

Sf United s n.tes tetute~ t, Lal"ye, nnx, P• 841 

~~ . o~ ~ D-ocru,,ent• 'flfo. 1 • Co e., rsess,~ • [', 8 

~4 Ibid., p • :z,o 
.,.5 Ibid., P• 121 



al, ')Wed the I 1dts. Dfm8.,.tnent t.,o all ,, llot~ a.~i .ul tur l land in 

t:r ·et nf 1 O ~c .. ft or les1'J. 38 

"1n +, 1<e thei..!" : l a-es a. a cit. ens in the Ind Ter:ritor:r 1 e I.anti as 

' 
~l~n ranef"P-rr¥. t Rnother. Tli<wt ~nd>5 .,r A.Ot' s 

ThA ho~ of ~hose en 

n.•H :l.l'l, in n t'Jr?" tory If st of 

'67 
been real 1.,:ed • 

~6 United States btatute at Lc.r e, XUilI~ p . 189 

'!ll 



CHAP.. III. 

1'1h n tho tre tiea of 1 as. be ween the Chickasaw tion and the 

Unit. d States, were siened, pr viai nawere de i'or ovfJrnment for 

the tribe. the avermnent -consisted of an exeeu i.ve, the. o'Vlrnor, e. 

legi l tiv body of two houses, and a ju.dic!nry. 

. he executive de "rtment consietad of th governor and his assistant, 

both elected by qualified el.ctors for a term of r · ? yeers.1 

The le isle.ti~e department was divided into two houses,. senate and 

house of representatives, which met &nnue.l.ly in November, end held 

sessions ror hirty days. Tr~ legislative so mt on a call fro~ the 

overnor for p eial. Gessions. The members of both houses were lected 

for term o two yea.rs.2 

The jl.l.dieial denartment consisted o.f a Supreme Court, presided ver 

'by three jud s, who wee elected to:r three year term, ne being eleet-

d ch year. Three circuit. jud s, wr"° :received a l"'ey- of three 

hundred dollars per annum G<c-h, were el.eeted for a t~rm -of f'oui yea.ri .. 

There were nine district judges, who rec ived salary of two hundred 

dollars nnu.a.lly, who erred for four yes.rs. E ch diatrict d a sheriff 

and an a1ttorney, ho rec ive-d. one hundred fifty dollar each nn ly, 

and •ho wer elected for a term or two enrs. Each district bad the 

uthori ty to el et as many conata bles as wer neeeaem:ry to aid th 

1 tonstitution of The Chick.as w R.tion, p. 11 

2 Ibid., P• 1 



:fhe·rif'f in inta.ining good order. The constable 

3 term of two yeers. 

he superinten~ent of aehoola a elected 1,s,- the two houses or 
the legislature, for a t~rm oft o years, and received as lary or five 

4 nnually., 

The governor received e wary of ei ht hundred a y~a:r, hile hi.a 

assistant received six hundred dollars . 

'rhe members of both ho ses <>f the legislature reeei ved £'our dollars 

per d y , while on otu 1 duty. 

e auprenie ud a r-eeived nine doll rs per da.y, each. ill of the 

varion courte ·bed a apee'ial court clerk.5) 

The Chickasaws were, with tho exce tion or the Seminoles, the small­

est o the ive Civilized Tribe. They re a very intelligent peopl 

c.nd their country embraced ome ot the most fertile la.nds in the Indian 

Territory. The government of the 6ltion as ff'ected 'b1" the fed re..l 

laws and by the laws of' the several Indian Nat.ion . The f'ede:rcl. laws 

ope:rat d tb.?-ou h the United Stat-es diatriet eourt to~· the western 

diat~ict of Ar~ans a, which bad bot h district tU'ld cir~uit ·rt powers 

and had cognizance of all ~1 cases a.rising in hi.ch A aitbs-n of 

the United States we a party, but did not have civil ju:ris.d.iction qver 

the Indten-e• country. 

Th federal law auth.orl.zed the P.r&sident to pre.serlbe uu.eh regule.-

tion.s she saw fit for the carryin into ffect of the various pro-

visions of' any aet releting to Indian 1.t'a i s. Th Commission-er or 

3 Ibid . , p. 7 

4 lbid., P• 21 

. ' . . . . . 
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Indian At airs, under the d!roction of the ~eeretary of the Interior 

and ag:r eabl to such re5Ul .tions aa the P aid.ant might prescribe, had 

the nage nt fall the Indian ftairs and of a.1J. matte?"S a:rialng out 

of Indian relnti na. TJ:iis plceed mo ... t .. utocr, tic powers in the ds 

ot he Indian Of ieet nd ap lied to the Chickasaw agency exeept in so 

fa as regi.tl ,ted by tre ti s and statutoey rov1s1ons. he tlO t im­

rtant re tlations dopted by the Sec.re ry of the Interior, and which 

guide<i the policies of the Innian Agent d clnred: 

.liad.J.An Agent ha.11 within his gency, mana.ee and su rin· 
. ;nd · intercourse with th& Indiana,. agreeable to l w, and 

to exe ute and per! rm uch duties and r gul·ticns •••••• -S 
may be prescribed by the President., the ·Secretgry of the In­
terior., ?I'· tho Commissioner of Indian A!f irs. 

1J er th se rulee nd regul ti ns tm Indien police for e hr..d bsen 

es blished, which was ot 1ch service in the pre ention and Dupp ion 

of crime e.s well the execution of orders fro the honorable Commia-

si n r ot Indi Affairs and of the Indian agency. 

Th 1n of the Ohiokas N tion hnd. jur sdiction ot 11 c scs or 

d citizen, ere the on~ parti s, t~ gh the lldop•ed citizen io a 

citizen of he Ull1ted States and not Indi n blood. A brief outline of · 

t e constitution or the Chickaaaw6 i iven. In convention., at C p 

Harri , A: st 1a, 113871 the Cbicr..a;:1aws me and dopted their con.:Jtitn-

tion, 1th thl. preamble, to-witt 

Y!e the people ot t.he ChickaS&w ti~n, cknowled"'e ith 
etitude he trr"C and be e.ticence or God, 1n permittin u 

to e choice ot our wn fo:rm of r.o,rer:r:u:i.ent, do I in aecord-
ce 1th the first, econd, fourth and sev&nth rticles ot 

the treat7 ~tween t nited S es, t.he Choctaw:, and Chick-

6 Ibid., p. 114 



saw, 

Articl Bill or · ·fPhts 

hat. th general, . ,, t, nd $antial :•ri cipl s r l bert7 and 

e d ck-re tha : 

T,.1s bill t rl ht t 

form rir,. s. s , 

nd n . n, ,itl d t e. clus· re, 

ents or uri ilet! ~, but 1 con id tion ~ lie e ices •. 

11 

cc rd 

'l' li _rty r t. s . d blie a i&Cb s ~ ' red .. 

i t .L r ) • Sl'.l!! , bouze I . pers, d 

bl se··rchee nd 

ever, that tt .. ch ' s n~ r of int,0nc titip. liquor 

.. 
In er. incl. ro~ cutioru: tho ccu t i ,.. s ..,, i tl d to sw,. dy " bli 

trial by n nrtiti.l ,jury , the r" ht of eounsel, · eo uleo · r0c es for 

itn ... s s L"l !ii .. f:-·va1~,. rd t b · tri onl. lr. indi ... ent or t..,f' .. r -

t ( .. • . l ... h ri ht of ll, t1 ity fro . exce ..,ive fi css,. or 

7 I~1d., P• 114. 

I .• , P• ll4 



cruel o:r Ul'illSu.el pUniabment d. ·a entitled. to ~·e y by course ot 

law for any- injury doM him in his land, oods, person, or rei)UtAtion. 

Re should not be ·1ee held for the srune of.fen e, and the right or trial 

by jury s ould re in in iolate. o pe:reo.n aho1ud ever be ri on· 

or debt. 

Th right ot re i.tion l'f"'S eclared to · :,cist .. 

!!¢ r tros,ectiv 1 ··. 1 or l •s, pairing he oblignt1ont of con­

t cte, w6e p ssible . 

Polygamy, 1· eoncubi~ge, s t:rictl prohibited. 

'n right or sntrr~ge viva voce wns declared to all Chiekae w 

ci tiz na of ihe a e ot nineteen &rit ur,nmrds who t ve resided in t~ 

Chieke.sa a.tion ei:x months preceding election. 

The po rs of the vover ment were divided into three dist.i.nct 'e­

partment.s, t 1 islative, eY.ecutive, end judicial. 

The l• Ila of the Chickasaw r~tio :, c.o:aposed f eenate 

and a houee e! re r~aenta~iv&s. It met · lly at the .capital, 

Tisbom · ", in the Cti i tol, decent bl,ic uildi o i an ele ted 

wooded hill. 

Senator held office two y ara and wer t least thirty y&&.ra old. 

Re rue nta ives held office one year a d · ere t enty-one y·Utrs old. 

The rul » o the l-g1sl ture are such ~s ordinaril;y ov rn such 

bodies. 

supreme executive power of the nation 2 vested in chiet 

.gui rate,. ho ms .:ityled •·uw overno.r 01 the Chic s v N tion". llis 

t w s t.~o years, nd 1 '" ight hold ot!ic only four yenra in a period 

of ix ye • He t be thirty y rs ol ~no 

6doption. returns of every election for governor were made out., 



S!Mtl.ed u:.,, · nd tre.no itted .,, t., e.,..t ot 

the IS paakor of th house or rer rea t&.-

tiv du:.rin , first ~ of it or .Rniz tJ.o .. , who proc ooed L~ediate-

l~ai 1- 4 "\N Th !)el"SO 

of ot3' .,s decL ~ ed r.a 

jorlt. of vctos of the 1'1hole n ~r 

th~ ler,i:,latu.-..e by oint ot , without de'b! te• .. alected P.i. from th. tta 

t hh.'Vi t lar ,,es · vote,t... 'Th go'V'ernor !:wd t ~l po rs attt.eh-

ing t_ s~.cu o.f"!icer in the States - veto :-1 ht, enf roing la:w:J b 

ilitia, .1t tot the i..:.!"d 1 i!\g p , era. he Cbi.Clw.e; s did ru,t p::i.rdon 

r c aut •9 

U:n.d r t executive epcrtinent th .. :ire 1.1 

k pt tb reeo ~ ~.r th :,reeu iv o-Pi1c .. Tl re ..... "-' a r1.t:.ti n 1 xeezurer, 

' 
ith the ustal f'Unetiona of 

an dltor of ...;1.:blic count6 and an a torn y- genorcl. wt b 1,e duties 

· ·die& ed th~ir tiUea,. In aadition, ch di trict.t c,r county , 

it · nd dep!l.tieu ant ele s and nepu.tiet; . 

compri£ of four county judges , one 

ch fr th four countie, t e circui court with o~ circuit judg , 

f:# th f au:r county court , &nd tile au re e eour co aed of 

chief . u tice nd t ... te as .. oci t . j stices, whieh 

court bad lso t pow&r neees , ry to issue &Ueh \tl11ts 

should b& nece'" .;~ tc enforce 1 t o:?i'U jurizdiotion nd to m nd 

lo1ter courts. t· ireuit c ur'b d. or no. j..u-isdioticm ver tll 

9 Const:tt .Laws o.! • e 

s .. 



3 .. 

:fro thi court t th cu-cnL.. co ""' nd fr? ~ t l cu-et t court to the 

by t.L1.0 ... utlwrlty_ of th$ Chick"'s& N tionw, a. d conclude n gainst the 

10 ., 
Unde the genera p:rovisi.ns or the constituti0:n the ri hta or a 

wire to ro• ;y , pa.rate fro. the husbo.nd naG declar-ed t·;:i ~ • proparty ~ 

real ~.ad per onn.1.., o ned by her prmou"' ivJ marri· ge , or sulls'lilque 'l.7 

C<-i_-UU' d by gi!t:t d ~-vi e, or deacent. , 

rt wa. provi<lc::i. especiall;r th!:.t every per-son o nvictod of 1.Win~ 

uri , por tr,i, 01· other crime~ n-d l:llied~ttree.n:ors, should he diaqunli­

fied fx·o~ ldiug "·l'!Y office of h.onor o:r tr'Ut-t, &nd should b· di t'ran­

chif.Jed. 

'!he citit.ens o.t the C 10CU."f Ilation ,; "'e given ever right of Chi.eke.-

ship. 

•· t .,r th~il' h.;,, pinssa. It is d clam t ·t _..., __ 



be legi- 1 tu:re sllall encm.rreg by all suitable means 
t~e promotion of intel:ec al, ~ci ntific, moral, and agri­
cul t rtl improv ent, and su.eh other meun~ E..S s vS.11 be 1 ~­
vi labl appropriated t the su_port f gen.er l eduC<:.ticn 
throughout this nation, ll 

TM 'O din, 1 this decl ati n ~.s ?iot in t,hG ·eot ofl j:;· fl. h,. 

but ite purpose . esp endid. 

The laws of the Chic atio thet.1. proceeded to fill in th 

· tall ,,f this broader l:m,, and define minut -~ and. <:anf\tlly the 

59. 

r S?eetiv duties of the m,tional saeret ·, t.',e dist:ri.ct attorney, the 

:r-ee.surer, the auditor of .mblic aec unt , sherif"' and con"-tablas,. the 

""Chool i,upe.ri .tend nt.s, t,he elerlc of the euprc e co rt, ~he district. r 

circui jud e, the dist let, county, and probe:t cl rks., 

Prop~r puniehment were rovicled fer re .r,. tre&son, bur "1 ry,. 

larceny, a -on, perjury, !"a imin , etc., I · ngin from " !l?in .• by the 

neck until he was deadn, to mall fine. 

he la s ~ere rearic bly well fra.m d, thou h to SO.Jr,& extent de.fee-

tive. ....ik tne other m.tiona, ,he Chickas w ll:w wc..s su:perit.>r to its 

xecution, but it imp.oved fr tie t ti,e under the ,r~ t e<lueational 

influence:s at work e.nd the mut watchful scrutlny of the politic ans.12 

Th... Chick.a.sew l did not apply to whits orto citizens o~ the 

Uni te.-d Sta tee. heir courts did not l re iurindiction in c.cses wherein 

a .hite n.,. or a negro, w~s pc.1-ty to · sui , ei ' r criminal or civil. 

Therefor ca..,-s o.,_ thi.., type were c.nrried to the federal c mrrt t-t ort 

S::"ith, .. ~rk.an.His . If an Indian ere killed by th_t 1r n the ce.se ould 

11 The Fe~ort of the Comrniasi~~er of I ian Affairs, 1, 98, n 16 

2 Ibid •• p. 117 



be long drawn out. e witnes, es d to traveJ. by ho?"se'baek1 or h.aavy 

w n, to Fort Smith tram the Chickasaw s.tion., .... ev rel hundred ilea. 

T 1& to sev ral days, ad cost many dollars for care "Of and b at. 

In manJ instance t 1e accu ed would be released for le.ck or wi tne ses 

to prove his guilt. If a case were postponed for any reason th wit­

nea es w re compelled to . ke the long j urney a see nd or third time, 

which doubled or trebled the time .. nd er;ense. Tl ese condition tend­

ed to widen t breach between the Indians and the hites.13 

h Chicka aw legi l.tur had passQ(i a law in 1876, hieh controlled 

the whites, to some xtent. Ao the whites wer exe pt fro -punish!J nt 

decreed by the I ndiun courts, th only recourse t! I ndians had wa to 

ban sh the offending persons. The offend.r might be banished fr fail re 

to ap~ear n court, tness or defendant, even it he bn.d a p rrait 

to re, in in th natiryn.14 

T .ere was a laxity in the dmi!listr.ution of justice in t courts 

of the n tinn, due to many !'actors - t e great number of non-citizens 

am"ng th Indians, t~e lsck of polic power1 the distrlct b$1ng s:p.:roe-

1 settled, the l ck or legal talent. fe towns and poor roads. The 

judges, in · e ses, W8re not le l aut oriti a but wer elect d be-

ea .... e ,,fr: blic r v- r. The punishment ranged from fe lo.shes for 

minor offenses to hangin for murder r tre son. henever a-ante.nee 

hrui be-en pronounced n an accused 1 t ea tl.d no be revo ed or t 

accused 1 rdo 15 
• 

15 e: rt of Commissi nar of Indian fairs , l 89, p .. 202 

14 Constitution and Laws oft· Chicks. aw Nation, p . 86 

15 History of Indian Territory,, p. 105 



41. 

Fro 1876 to 1888 the Indian agents, the Indians d been ask-

in~ Congres to ere: te federal courts ithi the I .ndian Terr1toey, to 

expedite the tr.ring of crimina.l ea.se h re non-citizentt were involved. 

In ch, l 39, the United Ste.tea ccul"t was e tablia.hed at . ko ee, 

by act o Congreas .. Th ere tion o:t" this court ~u ed a urked de-

crea il erim • Both Indians and whit s, and e~ea s well, now 

had ace ss 1' l ·egaI remedy where the unt involved a.a 100 or ore 

in civil cases. The juriedicti, n rJf the court e%tended to all civil 

acti ns, and to certain c~ses of' eri.,:iinc.l nature, such as la.reeuy, 

s ·ults, di turba.ncas of the ce J r of religio• e ors.hip. Thia 

court bad jurisdiction i all c sea, exce t · .hose in lich Indians were 

onl.; rttes involved. T. s 

at P41'1, oxas, to serve the Chickaae.wa, to et.r.er with the Choctaws 

nd a piven r in Tex.es. Amon t11e types or cases this court co 1ld 

he ere tho wherein the defend ts w~re char ed 1Jith obstruetin 

th operation of railroad tr it1s; the injury or destruction of telegraph 

linee; tba disturbing of :religious worshipJ for assault with intent to 

kill, or to rob; ~or injury done to anl.~al property; ~or etting fil0e 
lG 

t woods ?r pr iries. 

The creation or these courts 1ms pri.marily for the prote"'tion f 

the whites, who had no legal right to residence 1ri y part of the 

Indian errito ; but their steady in.flux from 1812 to l-07 for..ced the 

fed.er gove nt to pass measures for t eir rotcotion. The overn-

nt tried tor move them time after time, but they would returtt to the 

16 01:tlaho F.ed Book, I, :P.P• 412-416 



In· ia.n .at~on.. In 1890 there were twice s.a m.a lY whites in the 

tion as there were Indians and by 1895 there e~ f'our ti?t.les as mSl'.11.l'l 

he Ot.)ming o.r the r; ilro ds into the Nation· caused th~ Chickasaw 

legisl tu.re to pass several lal'f:S concerni1g the new ocrd~r of. thins. 

As new towns were built along t.he right-ot-w~ a ne~d for ~cads s 

folt. The legial. ture ssed n act, October 12, 1876, re uiring 

e citi~en under fifty years of ge and aver ai.ghte n years 

old to wor' at leaitt six days on the :roads. E'.ach Vlorker was to .f.'urnish 

n.is own te nd tools. There was an act pasaed, e;t the same tim& to 

prohibit gambling. Another was ·saed to pro bit the cutting of the 

wire fences. One was passed hioh forbade the plts.yin!l of se-ball, or 

racin of horses , on ~unday. strict 1 w wa pas ed a.g inst trespass-

ng or cutting o:f timber for railroad ties on the l&nd of th~ Indian. 

There was very strin ent law gainst the 1 sing of l nd3 to the whites , 

for gr zing purposes or for other agricultural use~18 

Th theft of timber a.'fld other depredations on the Indian lB.nds in-

c.re so rapidly tbh:t in 1884 Con.grass beg&n to realiaze the ure.ent 

neees ity of le isl tion to prevent spoli tion of timber on t.h! Indian 

1ana.s, part1culal:•ly thos or the Five Civlliz 1'r~bes of the Indian 

Territor;y, wher~ the domain was so large that it eould not be effective­

ly patrolled by the Ir.dian police. ill nieas-..ires that the.t 't>een presented 

fo the ·Suppression of theee depredations had failed at the elos.e 0£ the 

year 1884. Congres passed an act gT&nting t.he ri ~t to file these 

17 Jar.,e r,. Buchanan and l1l. E. Dale. A History of Okla.ho , PP• 261-26$ 

18 Co stitution, La•s ICld Treaties of the Chlc·· ~- lfati Q, :pp. 2-104 



c aim= w th the fovernment. for ruijustmer1t. In ma c,~ses the claim 

wee 1e;nored by tho fad.Qr l gove-rnnen. 19 

possibility o.r thla, when the treaty was de in 1•186.. Article V ... I 

for th. bettt:1r admini t~etion 0£ ju..<Jtice .. nd t.h ,rot ct an of the 

r lghtc or ;,era, n nd pr,"Jp rty in too Indian err tory. 

article of the 

, ·ch j,n-is.dicti n as the Congress oight pres(U"ioo, tog ther with Vii..:.... 

shal 1d depa 1 s to enforce the orders o-f' the court .. to 

Contr ry to co on belie£, thl1t the Indi~ns nted intoxicating 

liqn r~ brought to th 11" nation, e find th Indian legislatnr~ had 

s., l s a. tnst .,. ts introduction s l.y s 18?&.21 t they ere 

unabl to en.i.orctl their laws, cause of' the ereat number Q ... hie.es w1.o 

Md cct1e i -with the !1ilding of tl Santa Fe ilr<> .d -nd settled in 

In 889 t e ttorn y for the ells- i.rgo Ex-ora a Company ordor3d al 

~ nts of' the coopa.ny to ccept shi ,me ts o! b r to deetin tlo ;oint 

·, tle Chic ·a Nation. Kimy bite .. en too adva1tage of tb1 ord r 

19 B rt B. Flemiz • Legislative E ct e ts Rel ting to the Indirula 
of the Indian Territory from 1a1a-1aas, p. 52 

20 Op. Cit., p. 499 

21 Ibid., PP• 51-52 



gent "'s o:rl'.lor · to conf ""sc.::.te the beer, E..nd buildi .. ~.s t>itb fixtureie 

'Wber.e t a .wl.d,. 'r.he agent closed twenty-eight :;;~er sal ons in the 

.owns on t1. & ~ re U...~.. The Se.loon operators brou l1t suit in 

the i"edt:1:ral court nt Paris,. Texas, d th Judge reoo.e.Ted . verdict in 

faV; r of tl loo ko-3pers. This decision, beiliff con.tr ry to t· law 

and trt:auy greement , came. to the ti.ttention of the De•l&r'tment of Interior, 

t 'aGb"n on,. and the Attorney-,t$nercl. of th m.u.ted Stat s.. A new suit 

•as .tiled by t.he idian agent, in t e federe.l court at Fort ~m tb, 

ti,:> f 1- <'iUOr into any purt of tne Indian Territory. nitad Sui.tea 

MarobtJ.l., v, •ra sent into ta a ... fec-ted r.na with orders to clor;e up all 

:pl,i.ees hieh ore selling beer,. or otMr spiri tous liquors and &rrest 

all vlolrtors. Thur! the illicit trade was· bro ght to hlllt.22 

the Ind n Territory-. cy thi et court we placed ttith head uarters 

L'l rdtllOr 1th Judge n end _presiding.. Othe1· pa:ces llill:'led 

r;itttin the nation t"or holding f' ,d~!"ui ~u..-r-t we:re 'Pul."call, ~r6.1i, Paul 

V.ll y,. nd Chiokas • Tb court ·2s iven an ttorttey, cler-k, rr.ar ha.1, 

t.nd deputies auffiei nt tn number to enfo:roe the vr~era of' the court. 

Thie eottrt bad jurieclicti n in 11 eases, ei·1il ·02· erimin l; in eivil 

cases ~ i.er in he ar.:ount was :nor - or let:a t11£I1 ~100. ill ca ea of 

Z2 Ee per"' or Co · ;isaioner of Indien ff airs for th& Year 1~ n2 , 
PP• 260-261 



,"le tho:'Je ch r ed . ght . , ! ct.a 

com:rJ.;L t n s CO" 

r s, en.~. The peo: a had the privil&~ -to be 

ee-" rt, n thetT d s ct and to be tr1eti hy a 1'try compos:ed of' ; if'hbore 

do1.ll}r 1 m, ey. Chic asa · ,,,_tion "'B.S a pemil wit a . ve ;ent 

vit.hout . 24 d p rti:.iont. ' 9!'3, t TJni ted ~ .... +at. :i 

e,, rt w">re iirP. co 4 let-e j,1:risdietion in ll civil Md criminnl oases, 

1.'1 th Indian "l'e:rri tory. his did a1. y i th the !ndi n .co•n-

nit d Sta ea COlll'tS took all ca e ... re;wrdle s of persons involved and 

Emot. . idge ·s dded - · ui d Su t.es .ltd.1 r.na· provided ~t. Al:"diaor~ 

for th e ·1rte 1n t. e Chick"sa.w Ne.tinn. t}le Ind an courts cs to 

flmetion as snch, 26rmd all tri 1 1 lfS e aboli, h d,. 

'!'he Cri.iek& w11 had pa sed two lo:w~ ·hi.ch we v.,. cause an unt,,ld 

enio1tnt of ro :tble end the needl ss e'l'pendit,U."r o tho aend of d llar~, 
-

by th& fede 1 eove ment. 'f:ih n the ti ;e e ~ to de term ne ho , ,:re 

2 Okl ho.. Red Book, p . • 501-50'7 

24 Rerort r the C011tmi aioner o Indian ffairs 1 ~6, pp. 1s~-1s~ 

25 Op .. Cit., p;,. 5 0-529 



l t d -~r1.*'l ~ ges. !"6 l . t :r 

Cl: il: nmtit1s a.nu. otner1t. ! 

a eo .. ur.i,saio to ~ cl 

,I., Th.~ t,. oo for illnn (jf .. • 

0¢ , c··:t1~ no by 1~ .e- or 1:t· op ion, 11'.ln-

botn Li~ ' nd ~e.:.:., d .r .. .t•en or t~ if' de t.?.t. Th$ 

!id ~ rig~ t· illo t or 

~ted th 'Vfs'r"/ ·~ M Cf: . 



L'1 ·-... 

EDUCATION 

The t1on had ever be-en ., ert relative to the oovantages of 

educ.,.tion.. 'lhen they adopted t.'1.eir eon.sti t ti n i.n l 67 • they were 

indful of the ell b.aing of their children. They roV'lded for pu.blio 

ne tion1 by the <n-e-ating of a eneral $U~ erintendent, of echeols,. which 

re.adet 

Section 1. A general di£ sion ot kno ied & being esaent1a.1 
J. Q the µreoene.t.bn ,,,.)_ rir.r ·ta ood liuert1 o.f. th ?0".t>lo, lt 
s u.l bf) the duty oi' the tegi lature of this Nation to lake 
tntitabl& pro-vlaion_ for the sup; t')l't uud ~ int.enauce · -f .u'blie 

e ool .. 

See. 2. Superintendent of Public Instructi,? shall be elect-
er ·.if ·oii,J. ote o'!: • 1th HtJ1t e o.? i~he tEi~t.,la:i.ure, ·,. , 
shall keep his office t the se t of' government,. sl• u.l 
hold hi.ii:> V -"fie r the term of fcrur yes.rs fr·mi. the d .... te of 
his election, llhoae duties shall be prescribed.by law, and 
f-l'Jt&l.! re~ i e ,rnh C<~ p, n at,.1 n u !l ti • • shi.t•tre ma., dir· ct. 

S..:.e.. ti • . 1 'ti l 'il~~isl ~ t.m.-... S-!1ru.l •• e ur r; , hy ~ Gui~ l l 
tee.n-s. he pro otion of intelle-otual, scientific, moral nd 

" "l~icul h1ru::. im~".lrovet~e1Jt, and ts:i.Ch 1:,thor t. n~ .., · . !1':J..ll be 
inviolably appropriated to the support of general education 
+}u: uehout i;h.i.s N tio~1. 

...... • • All ¢. ntr cts which !i y be m.tde and i~ tcre<l n'f.:.o 
betwe n the Bo rd of Trus ea o 1bli.e Schools, and that 
of t he Teacher ;1 fil be bin.ding• 'ubject, hov.ever, to the 
&'.';;r?roval or disapproval of th& tegielature.l 

During the Civil · r . eriod edu.cation as at e st.&l.dsti.ll in the 

Chic aw at.ion.. The .rehab.Uitst.1-on be an soon - ft,er the signing of 

!he 'l"l·ac.t]' of 1866. By 1869 there •ere ele-ven .ne borhood schools in 

operationi1 with well qualified tet..ehero in cl".arga, and e err sc 1-

hotls tilled to capacity. These teachers he.d been educated in th& 

----~--~--------------------~--------------------------...... -----
l Consti t1on and Laws of the Cbiolcasaw Nation, pp. 20-21 



49 . 

acad~ i<;ts il.i the ns.tion, n.d in t.:he col leg-es vf t;dj oin' ne s te The 

almir1 ri od rrr k 11. ""ere 

pt·o :ici t in th-Oir .:tibj ct ru~tter , ... cco to Oeorr,e .. 

I ru1i A. 'a. t..f 
The achoo funds ·ere ample , 

nd neit:hborhood sch.:iola , as :rufficient tu ho~ ae :'uci,l ... ties tJ educate 

the youth of t r,1.Qtion.. Tne Chickaaaws ~:Cf'"' ,;:1 ,d ore mo,.,e7, ner c1.·.-i~ ; 

s> ti ' 4 1...- c, • t'li •1• ,.A ffi • 3 "'"'- ""'""" l .....,. .1.or edueu on ttian c,.f( ;J.r. vut:.1 J,l.'V " -v.1. .t."~ .i.ri ... ,is. .tu~ ...,,........ "--"''-

penciitu:r for e ic·,tion wac more than. '?,ES, GD , .elusive of he m ney 

appropri at~ by the ,!issi r;. E acl .. of U . ethodiEtb &rl Pr s yteri.2n., . 

Th n ·tio al£v id ""11. e~pences for the educ.tion of ten bo7, ~nd ten 

girl., ,,ho wer 1e• ng duci:tod il:1 tl.a ol ,s in nof,.r- by st tu· ; 4 

':.hen ti.on hAd progr_ ced r pid.!.y, ed, (i t.1; r lly, for ir. 1680, more 

uld reul 

2 
.,..., port O.r. ti'.t Sf:/ ·t·etu.ey of the Interior,. 41 Co -a~ , "' S&-~ . , p. l4 

s Reper ... of tne Coir=.i...,.;;ioner of India~ ~id. ir fo e'1r 1 1 .. , 
p. 70 

4. Reporl of the Cotif"ission r of Indian "fairs f'or the Year l. o, 
P• ~6 

5 Ibid. , p • 244~ 5 
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l n ~hl e, l8t.SO, ··to• t t· e-nt., di.f.f'e1 t:nt. tribes sent delev tes. to 

.tor Gib,\;)on.. There ·ere ol!le o , OOO del ui,.te 

pro· · r.ent. l tl r~, cf tlle vurioUE> tribe ,. \ e1•e cal..i. • upon fer any 

r :rn.~rko tl 

~-Goveruo:. • C. urrif;, of t,. e Ci..d.a so. n..:..tion., id his poople 

o,1E.<! all t' -y hh.d to Gducated me , told th h. wtory of thei.r · dvance-

'l\, ·, y t, CJ.ick s,n:rs l!!,Ve -oany educe..ted 1,d i 1t~-; 1:1. ,ent then 
a on th m, ho are ble to trans ct the busines of BY 

o ·le. in · coxr · ct wrc. lntelll.gtint r: • m,t.r.. Tl,1at is l~t 
you, brother:?,. n~d and rmst l ve to heco r, prosperot i, 
pc-r,.,ple . h"' ld. scllools, encour- · mio-1:, ::.riet. and ter ... c~rs, 

~ke your cbild:ren study th whi.te n*s ·.a.ya , l ngu e.e and 
b::,oxi:;, ru:<l Gou i,;i l aet..1.Ie his red c llldren e €1:'J blessing. 
T foregoing statement ~·i1. an evidenc of th pror;ressi 
£, t ti t~·rl~ oi' the C 1i ckt:....,nl\ r· • 6 

la. , in 1878, l' :1uir:..ng t e 

.:;chools fil-~d to capacity. nen one 

b ti.L&e l., for . 'lf't -e . eur s~cutivt:1 t~. s, u iless on 

in st~ S'tream. 

f!'O?!i pr, fcs ... icm.!.l col e es and ha come to t116 n t:icn to help develop 

t.3 

6 Fe ort ~f the Comnrl, sine of Indian Aff·ire for .th& Year 1888, p. 124 

7 Co~sti~ution and ws of the Chic.Kesn N tion. p. 160 

8 Op. Cit .. , r, .. l 6 



so. 

To ep the bett.tio students in school tbere as e. 1£. reoulrioe 

t.he s~~T'.intaJident, . ith tr.e advic of tr.e overncr, to make . ,cint-

. nt of Ethol~r to the- various ac demic~ and sei::inirie. ,hen A 

d ,u: nt. (\ ~Nd ,crool in 2e!- t.e .ber he · e to re · in t, ere durirur the 

E Ptire r~ r.. It .,~ illegal for the par nt to re1:1ove him~ m if the 

st d nt, $hot.1ld "cave school t.he off lei.al had the ley.al ri .ht to follcw 

h~ .. ll d t e hi· by force, even if. sho11ld be in his pnr nt ... .ome. 9 

of t}"·e t.ri the s~stem of allo inp the ren~~ ten dollars per 

nt;:o'th, ;,P,'.!'> oh" ld f' ..... bohrd if' h"" child •;es in l:. tendl",ttee in seh·,ol.. 

... . !5 l ttl"'o re£-itr cted the pri "ilege of non-cl izeni9 tn b ;.:rd Indian 

a, held 

~rYI ~nt to be · uli d :, edncetion. '1'' is c.moun ed to 

the 1 ti-"\n t '!rt ccte r.>11:!9 f t. etr outst..antiing du.ates to attend 

school i he b-,tte ol 1 e es 1.n the states.. In 18 !, the lnr.i.csl ture 

, a se-1 a a t to 11.ow the Sllperi..nt ndent o acho~l.., to seleet t'Vfel ve 

bo s t c at+.en:d so--ine f;Uitable college o the bes re!1Ut!itfo , o.nd hi~hest 

·:irde-r, w • t. 1 t ."rt-e bmmds f the 'fJn! ad Ste. es. The eu;;:,erintondent was 

eu.tbo:ri'Yed o e,:,nt.rec ~i th the cl 0sen colle7e tn fnr!lish the boys ood 

teed., tuiti-:>n ,nd inst 1ctio, , ~ood. wel litzhted 

l'('oms. liph • fuel And everyth:tn for the cmmf'ort er£ thl~ coys, and the 

i at t.11td n eho e'!l ai::reed to rnA .e a.rrangemen+,s hereby the boys could 

0. Cit., p .. 196 

10 Thi • 1 p·;.. 006-~07 



pro.cure clothing suitable to their st6tion nd ch )ice . The a . ..:tdonta 

vere ~ ovided for a term ~f ive years.11 

he efficiency of the achoola ·11.s v ry hig. ., perhsps d,Y t o tli..e 

influence f th citi2.enll who were ot f'ull-blo0d, a~ t he m!.s-

~opted ~- the Chiek_. The sr er L te ~ent of ctools de · t,c his 

+,! e to tmveli,... fro"' cne lna.titution t-. - other i S!),Z et t:--:=- t~o e&-

51. 

t"> li edtiee.-

..\ct.de." , betid. a hcoc, t.ner ,":ere fifteen 1eight 1.:1r-5.nr sckc:· .• The 

ti of a 

t.ri •. <' ~ ... 12 -... . 
el.col , .rs 154. 54 

cor,siG r 1 c sc ,lar w s 

!'urni hed bo rd, rocro, tuition, e:c .ocl bo. "' end SU! pll onndry , 

~ic-· s. The 

.q . .-.mdi ture 

-:r d tV"o yf'..er coll ee def_:I"ee. D'J.rir . thi yf:.::T the m t-' .n -11 wed ny 

{!rad t, who wished t ttend , t.her chocl ·.ls·· . p r .,.,. .~r ,. to c:. ly on 

free "'en, !!'he gre u_ 1.n ign ~nee , cri"re t.nd it3Ty. The c :-::.ditio.n of 

12 



~he freed.I, n as the most deplorabl of any opl int United ates, 

nd · dlegrace to t i.e civilization of tr..e e. Th ir c udition in the 

C ,ice ~aw &tion · s a. merked contrast to t!'let o. the freedmen in the 

e_ inole nd Cree Netions , who ere ecorded schools, c.nd other 

-iviler.e~, ~Ub.l wi h ne Indians.1~ 

he efficiency of th I11di~n sehoole probably re c •ed. its zenith 

in 1895• for the bite 'opule.tion ··-es buildin. g od sch<: ols in ler .r 

cit1c<HJ . The M ethodiats loc ... ted R; rgrove College i. Ardmore, in , 395. 

This coller.e offered a curriculum com. · rable to t .e fir:!t elase colle es 

of the s~~tes, w~s er ted t f'urnish fecilitie~ fort- Christian educ -

ti n of Indians and white • T,.e leyisln.ture made an a 

college tr, board &nd educate t, nty Indian children. The. 11¥.reement es 

to re, in in .ror e for five y ar 1 subj et to ran al ti' co :id.it.ions re-

14 · 1ned suti f~c ory. 

he I ndian gent, Dew • • isdom, d :. very enc ura ing r :Jort of 

educ-tional condition in the n&tion f,;,r th ye;.:.r 1891. Ho re_10?" ed tbe 

Ind! n~ w r to b · co, ended for ti:e ,ood condition of t eir chools, 

wh1eh sbo=ed the selves to of the highe. t order. Th pr j dice 

to pressure or soeial contacts , bringing the two acee into elo~e~ 

friendshi and fello hip . At this ti,e there were 150 Chick& a 

schol rs attending echool.s:t in the Btr~t.as, in a dition to relv boys 

in fir t class eoll ges t the c st of 54~:io !) r nnum. ere 

twe ty students in argroVi College at an e:Jrpense to the ion of , 5000. 

lo Report t the Com·iasioner of Indian Aff irs for th& Yer 1 91 , 
P• 2 5 

14 Cnnstitution and Ltiws of he Chickas w Nation, pp. W4-U5 



The salarie, ~id tech rs, 15 ere on par with th se uaid in tbe :ltates. 

The educati0nal :zystem experienced r~dicnl Cha!lf!~S i 189. The 

provided for an inspee or, ho ... e dutie were to prof,'Srly 

u 'l"Vise the schools .. 16 He Secretat"J of t be 

In erior; capable, competent, experienced scho 1 ad~inistrrltor, ho 

kn India1ta " their cu.sto ,s. The in pecto:r 11r..d the authority t~ o.iis-

miss teacher~ .for beiag inc mp ten or im.~oral. He visited the different 

schools, inspected the buildin ano e,uipment, ob$erve the ethod of 

te ching, e ve t. 6Chol rs en.min tions, et t.,=,_11da:rd for el ss ~rk 

und could discontinue a nei hborhoorl school, i~ the attend nee d1d not 

ju ti!y t~e c~ntirined oper·tio * The first inspector appointed w~s 

.J. eo~e rig, , ho recei ed a sal .ry of ;500 per annum ith en 

allol'UUlce for travel e naes. Th insp c r, with the advice and 

consent of t.h& 0 creu.ry of' the Interior s:;:, io ed ·a superintende11t ,of 

school for the Five Tribes . Jol'>.n D. P e<lic of Illinois, Wi . the first 

. pointed su1 riutendent of' hool for Indian Territory.17 • Denediet 

aopo1 t John . • Simp on the suporvisor o"' schools in tb Chickasaw 

stion. 

The irst normal seho6l, for teachers of the ·. chools in t C cm-

st. end Choctaw Nution • was held 1n the Sl.ll'.llmer of 1900. mlY t • chers 

tt..ended. The t tale n~e being 12. for board, room, tuiti n and 

instruction or the four we s• term.la 

15 Report of tbs Commissioner of Indian Affairs fo the Year 18911 

pp. 144-145 

16 Oklnhoms. Red Book, I, p . 5~0 

1'1 Re ort of' the Commissioner o£ Indian Affairs for the tear 1698, p . 540 

l P.enort 0.1 ths Commissioner of Indian f.fai.'1"'5 for the Year 1900, p .. 107 



54. 

The Chickas~ ws were openly hostile to the f edoral p:overro"ent 

seum n e nt:rol of their schools. Their aehoola be11u.m to decline s-oon 

after the openinrr of DChools for h whites. hose Indians ho lived 

f rthereat from the boardi w chools elms o &t"*"end the sch ia ear 

their o ea. This ~s especially t:ru. of schol r livin , near the 

tolllle alon~ the Sn.nu: Fe r ilroad.1 nd further , est. Ardmore, r-1..u""Cel.1, 

Chickaaha, ~"id Ada bad ~ery good schools in 9.0J.. "'he lotSin ox."' tl e 

... t dents from the boardinp. schools incre·sed the per en.pita. cost ot those 

.ho t ended the Indian £Chools. Tho co t rose fro .,U,54.14 in 18130, 

to 84., in 1900, per pt.lpU. In the s e period the enrollment atld 

dn11 y attendanc decre sed fifteen per cont. The Chickesaw leeislature 

found it~ difficult task to r~ine sui"fic_ant fttnd6 to maintain thoir 

scho-ols s the ission Bo·rds had itbdrawn their fiiiA cie1 1d. The 

warr nts the teachers and .'icade eontractors r_o.eiv-ed ere non-µaya.ble , 

nd no.n-ce. hable for t~o 0r three yoars . In 1900 the nation ;;;as in 

debt •100,00 for educ-tion .. Only to or the boa.rd n . sch".!ol~ were 

19 m intainin,.:, their standards of education. 'I'he nation ·as no 11-SL'lg 

~eeived from col ~nd asphalt mines t,o ;:;ay For education. he1 

d drawn an annu.ity in l 98, from the interest. of the trust f'tlnd held 

by the U~lved States. hes royalties did n t amount to as mueb ~ ne7 

eat y bad been spendin, for eduee.tion r1or to 1390.20 The £ecretaey 

oft e In erior refused to allow the Chickaa ~5 to use the ro~lties on 

coal nd asphttl t unlaa th ec.hools • re pl ced under the control of t.he 

f .d ral eovernment. After mu.ell corrospondenc bet.oen the Seer tary of 

19 R port of the Commissioner of I d1 Aff irs tor the Yer 190, 
p . 110-ll? 

20 R port of the Comi.issioner of Ind,an Affairs for the Yeur 1900, 
pp. 2~5-2~,6 
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Interior and Governor D .. H. Johnston, of the Chiclmaaw ation, a agre._ 

me1it as ttected on April 11; 19·11, for th ~ttement f the sehl)ola 

in t e n.s.tion. The agreenent prcvidod for the T ymen·t of all trlll'!"~n.ts 

outstandL"'l , by the f'edertl government which wd peen issued r,:t the 

1n board to e,ram!ne all teachers who l'dShed to ta ch in t-he. at!ont.a 

scho le.. If applicant as r und. to be 1iP,ible, ~ntal y a . o-elly, 

ha~ is ed ~ certifica to te&ch schaol. The eertifie te ~ae .good 

for t ·elve ontha fro dirts of issue. The e al!iiner 1·e given aut. rlty 

to revo e liJ.l certificR~s previously issued by then tioruu ... up ?"int 11-

dent. The examining board w s to be composed of t~eo persona,. one 

eho on by the Seer tary of Interior a."'.ld two c ho <:len by the ov~rnor or the 

Chickasaw N tion. The embers of the fir-at board w # e John D .. B<m-e<lict, 

21 nd Jr. F. Bourla d. The boe.l"Cl soon proved its o't"'th., 

by eleminatin tho e .ere unfit to be teachers. So e ot t.he s 11.er 

schools wer closed ·for the lack of J!l pils, eoough to make t.hiJ co.1t·nuance 

o .,he:i a .sensible policy. Then,. too, the Indian Depart.~ent ~.v.u:1 d(I) elcp-

d po.i.icy; her& there re white children living n r Indian 

children~ a school ould be organized . The white, would pay t o t,it'}ll rs 

per ~onth ,.r ehild and the Indian «tent 1rould ya lllte fr eeeh 

Indian echolnr. In this Jl'JJnn~r all ehildre:n, except freedmen, had access 

to sen -:>ls. ilmo"'t n -third ot the InclLn children were in att ance 

ith the w tc , in 1902. Thi ...,s e peci ·lly tl:'ru!I in the eleis.ent..!!.17 

school • This e~ pr cedurs li'f!S .first tried out 1n the C etaw aellools. 

21 Re_ort of C ~mi sio el' of Indian Affairs for thn le~r l90lt 
PP• 12 -l:50 



56. 

It prov-oo a success from. three srecific anglos - i.t snve<l oney tor 

the India1 ~nd hite., it gave both r&ces t.tcc&so to ~cb.oal noor hOJa 1 

than too, bettor teachers could be ... oyed. T:s ·al·ries paid to 

av r re teachers were low, com red to present ay r~rie~. The ran e 

n ~lr..rie-' '-'S from "l\~5 to v50 per nonth .. 22 

The Chickc.s 11· !1 ticn, with t e aid of tho Indio.n Agen"' , ~, id its 

o!d. chool debts in Ml June 50, 190&. Tho amount waa ..,J.t18 .,S•16 . 76 .. 

Thi \fD-3 pro"ba.bly the first time the nation m::.s f"rcee of debt 1n twent7 

j"c&l"''• 

nati• n atid th department of Indiau ~rfai.To,t !he utloek for education 

on t-i.me • botl· races 

new schools ere o 

sho~ing a rked interes~ in edueatiou; 
2~ ed thnt Year. 

The f eral government us.boing P titioned1 by the whites, f~r 

education fa-eilitios, for t.11 children i- g-o.rdle.::s of color or rac:o.. The 

the Chicka aw Nlition -.,.~ ·ssigned fl6 ... chools, 191 for the tdtes B.nd 

Indi'"'· t.nd 25 :for the neg.roes. Tho t;;nrollment in thene echool, · ca 

79'J ChicJ.ra~.aws. 1•> .,6£2 whites, c.nd 5i"S negroes .. The total eost to t' 

natio &s "'$7)'513. 51. ~4 'rbe enrollment iucNa.sed rapidly, an tie people 

boclilne .:;1,;ttled on their al.lotments and ne· home . In two rars the en-

2? Re o~ of the Co is io er o Indie Af ir for the Y nr 19021 pt, 11 

pp .. 2· 6-208 

23 Ib1d., pp. 284-M85 

2 House- Do.ciJm.&1tt No. 19, 5 Cong., 5 Sen • , p. ~-37 
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by t i 1;;;ticn, from royel tie ; .nd. the 

~ ti 25 .... 1 . on. 

The at:tion bE.d itc educatio ~l systerr. e- t&b i' hed. firmly ... ~) care 

for the ~ecds o.f ita • outh. he ·. 'I'! gement o-r the scbcols b.nd been 

Interior.. The Cb.ickaocw did not f~ or 

thie c~rc fr " tribal to federal cont:rol cf the acaden:ie ·, hl t they 

-er c. .' re? tly 1.w.&ble to cope vd tb tl e proble .sncc s. fully un ded .. 

It 66emed the governn:ent .. a the proper ency o C') itin1l th 

Super:..nt -ndent BeLedict told the publ ... c tile.t education wou.rd not 'be ad-

verecl · t.ff'ected by s-wtehood. On J"uly l, 1906, ell soooo_s it the 

nation .e,.we under th direct ccntrol ot the Dene..tme.nt ot t e Int ,rior .. 26 

25 Repo?'f, of C m·sston~s of Ind an Aff~ rs ~r the? r Q07, II. 
P• 350 

26 Op. Cit., p . 92 
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S0CD$TY IN GIDIBFAL 

The end of' the Civil ll'&r found condition int Indian Territory 

all but chaotic. The Chick aa.ws had been e.lmost un. nim us in their 

.at.tacbment to the Confederacy. There ere only 225 C.ickasa a loyal to 

the United States, in the ::-efugee camps in K'an.6&.e, in ias,.1 Compara­

tively little of their tribal domain bad been over-run by the federh.l. 

foro~s. Ho ever, the war bad been carcely leas de ralizing,. for theu 

industry had bee-n )!lr lyzed, many of their people whose ·home.s had been 

in then-rt rn part of their Nation had .fled to refu~e camps near Red 

River, bu.t the presenc& of Cherokee, Seminole arid Osa ,.. ret\tg s in their 

idat bad helped to impoverish even the C iclw.aaws \'ilho would bav been 

otherwis~ well supplied.2 

For time immediately a.fte.r tM close of the war,, tl e peQple or 

the Chickasaw ati n, h&.d considerable trouble it intruding n~roea 

f'ro1:1 adj"'ining states. So.me of the l nd own re nd plantera, who were 

amdoua to rid their eta.tee of former slaves encoure.re<.i tho3e of shift­

less di position to move to the Indian Territocy, wr..ere there \\.rtS supposed 

to be n abundance of free d unoccupied land. Alone !th t!lese shift­

leas nseroea there came also others or the most unr..tly S'!>rt, white out­

laws, .nd f'Ugitives fr-0m adj~i.ning states. 

o t of these intruding neg:I"Oea formed settlements in the sou~hern 

portion of the Chickeaaw Nation, along the Red Riv r .. There being few 

l Re~- rt of he Co.mm.1as1':ln.er or l ·ndia,n Af'fe.:trs, 1-865,. • • "55 

2 J. B. ho . rn. A Su.nrlard 'fTi tory of Oklal"..otna It, pp. 'l!'4J.-542 



negr net,tl · ,nt., f tho rot':!ently :re-ed n.~r,:ro belongir g to ChiekaS"'::S1 

th ~r·cn-""lern t1.ttr~ct d lttf,le ·t. n+ion a~ f r t.. There \i · r o demand 

r r 1 .... or, of any kind, ar.i nr, the Indians. Thece intruders, both black 

o ,.d t1~.tt.e, h to aeeure t .ho moe11 ! r li't"ol ood fro. ~ree, 

" d. e.0 here waa .ap,arontJ;y not, L p els-e for thom to do, they r.e"'ort.ed 

to $t, -al in>?. 1\" c f . er1e nfl • S';ttle, .en~ bv t 1 

or hl"ci,:;., h dire,e~:a<l t. opo:ru l<, ()r t 1 

u,on he on rty :)f' the In l.ans 

i.~ their de_ . edt: ticne 

c~rn crih0 , maokehoise~, hen roos ~pi~, c~l e~1 e As~ 11 tr din-

,t· hli onta _Lf'fe ed et, the h."!n,:ls of theae pl . r-.lnr, n s. 'Pho 

co f .., 

l ' er ovi ng a f e , choice :;ieces h t ·ere dasil'ad o~ ecd.ntt: ue , 

left "he :re for vnltu.r s end olves.. Nat.nrally au.ch needless waste-

fuln ss wo1 ld .~t, en toler&ted, eve-n in .. lr .. r.d f plenty. The 

Indian 3oon begv.n to eortsu .. lt n. to the b "St reee.ns to u.. n end to an 

e il h1ch tm.--~t>.tenoo to destroy even tne email remnant of the1:t f_oeks 

and ... ertlc, th....t had escaped the d~atructi n and e,ro1l it.1on or w 

A .. c .... e~ org -niz tbn, . o,,n "the ir:t:an.ce Comr itt;ee , ... a~ 

org-a.?:lzed. It consisted of i.>Ol'i!e ?60 member· of t ... e ChicknM tri . , &.:nd 

,··au closely id n.ti£'-fcd with slmilar i:)r~ .. ni!!a•ion~ in the ot\.,€r !!lditin 

ktlonr-:. ~e pao;u.s cf th:!.a t.ribe; ike th0~ o ot~e~ IndiL. :r"P·es, 

· ere , -:id ru.•e, by nat11.re ,. vr:.rrv re::er,1ed an~ ,ran to e. certain de :. e or 
r.~,rste1"io1.1h. ecrec..,y a.fl to their own m?Vel'..'?ents nd intentions. Th$ metib6r8 

of the ribGs, of the Indi n Territoey are said to have had .i ancient 

times a 0 ort of free nry, b<>s d u n their belief•. in the su er-

m,tural. Then, too, they had that demoeratie a d altruistic ide ot ttll 



for tne.i.r cvmmon good .. T:-ier,e co ,di io!t •T".)~ • 

Cor. 1itt0e" 

uctera . 

rh"e a."l CC?" t of hiu.1self,. Ii' ''t\ .,_. ~- e of t e o·ng n,j -r:. ...,. .,ez " . .. 'l 

~, d o .. ""he r ng .... , a:;a, _ro.21 is <' .._:, t tl "'l:e·.T!;.; e ·~f s ":_.;i :1~1) CU! t;.J~h 

ll• d se urel:• Nhi:)pOO , ·:,. f'jn 'w . - 1> n 'ib r·ted :~.a " _,., e:1.11i :·,d tl.3V/'!"!" ... , ,.,. 

... ~il:!.3d b"'or or ~or,:, ?r '.7ith 't stol n hor~e , !lo. •:r '1 s~r11r.1ar'"' y .. ~::u·~1t-

1 1.. 'l,., ' . 3 ~u, un • · 1 ..ss 11.:G'\g ..... ,.1g . 

, who '1 ... d a legal r ht , wero Fe , • tt .d t.J iv: t.c l!S 

much e. stuf' 

oac.1 at:111.. • Tl ere .. 

m.1 ion . 'l'he t:oubleao:::ae i, tl'ude!' h::!d either b1.:en q bdued, killed r 

irst t .e, t~d vield-

ed a bountL ul h ... 1-v •st ,. T Cbickasirws had 

~ Ibi • , p . !?16 

4 Constitution ruxl Laws of the Chic..t£.sa, • +ion, .- • 497 
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l ca+ed on tll tU:'..ed ~rm.e. ':'hey mm.ed 

s:. 

t... .!h~u-ch ln ever"J ?ettlo'rle::it. T!:1ch r•tl.:i2'it,'lO ae~·,.,.!ee wn:9 • ~r tt -rl 

lls:tene!'S. 0 

ho c-::. n to V:•)rl·t tr~ders wel."e C r9elled to ~-a.y 8.$ t:l~ ~ tax,. a :,er-

cent f' tte V/llUc! ot t:::ie "'O d s ld. Ii' a n n-ci 451.zon ~ ef't.n: to µ.!iy 

t,•,e ::,crr:~:t ta7r , he z requested to le.v'3. A~ early 11.S 1880 t°:l.arG ",Y ~ 

5 F.~ rt of the C · .i sion.er of I dia:n rt i , 18691 • '!,7 

6 Ibid., p. 116 



8 

C"lndl .i" t 'h. .... 
C3'J l:i .... e 

t,") ~· . . a int 

wl-\:. t{;,, -·na t le - #? !l in th t ~s.i-l)' l ... f' or the :tnu ·an .. ,he hor..e,.. ~. 
be :-.~ of: , ';!" subet..a ·1ti~ 1 L'l$.te!" • W.S JI · U'l J:"~-:l!Kk by :-tood ottt-

bu:Uc OS et~ y fcneeJ.,. !~:.~ ! _ d.!.:.ns ore t' r::: < •'"' .. ~,. ... 1'. " ' ·-- ,., ~ ~ 

+. ·S I'>'\ 

hi.s tr be 

0 on th. 

8 T',.e)ort or t'· U€ C ic11ion1:;,-r of' lt:di ·J .l'.f'f~ rsJ ml 1 P• 104 

9 0 • C 't., P• 14:3 

l Q<4p CH,., :P• 
., 7 ,. 
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soon ndo t the customs oft whit r:an th reby ma'in the citi~ens 

re dy for state hood at an nrly d er.te.11 This change in land hold1.ng1 

also, had another god offect; th htrtle s neg.roes were fo~ced to •ork 

or move a of the t;.on. On r eei Lg 1mroerous complain 3 fro the 

negroes wit..~in the nation, the Ind~ n Agent requested Congre s to ~~S3 

leg1sl· +,ion for tbe relief of the blacks. The bill, s d~f ed by th 

l. Th..-...t such f'reed.~en hoe ns nt thereto abBJ.1 te r moved from the 

Chickasa at.ion to lands ceded to the United t8tes, in 1866 by the 

Creeks nnd Semi oles. 

2. !wo officers, one ehomm by the Indian A ent and one chosen by 

the Chic s w Authorities, ahnll determine · hieh f'reedm~ 11-ill consent 

to move or be oved . 

5. The fre ,diten shall b J- id, .:for any k rovsment they mi.ht have 

made on land, 01t or the funds of th Chicks.is ws. 

4. 'l'hat e cb. freedmen ho moves shall be paid -~100. tro tre fund.a 

of th Chic sa s. 

5. ose fre en who dr.} not choose to mov~ ill be classed a 

12 
110th r citizens of th Unitt:d St· tas , Et..'1d be forcibly m ved. 

'this at empt to rid themselves of th ir !'reE"fdmen es .s. r til ne. The 

D p rtment of Interior had decided to place e~r~ i Indian tribes in the 

district, the negroes wer,e to have been removed too. The ney.ro pr~bJ.el'II 

solved itself. They , oved to the many tows., a.long t,ile rtd.1:ro&.d:;, in 

1 rge nu beTa. Those who remained on the farms soon settled down help-

11 Re-ort of the Col!ll iseioner of Indian Affairs, 1868., p. 154 

l Ibid., P• L.X. 



15 ing the land owner in the reany c apacities of a fam help r. 

'!'he eettling or the many towns nd Tillq:es as ne ot the h et 

t--ctore in th :raising of the social standards of' t! e Chlekasa s. Now 

they inl'-'l d 'lrith the tia.nk.er1 archs.nt, eumer, stock buyer, lumber 

d lers, and the · ,r f e sionel men. The young en ..... nd wo -,en of both 

r ces attended the so.m functions, social nd r blic. 

·• 

Th Intlian were deeply lntercrted in p31.itics . During cam :aigns 

the, w uld be h&ld series ot piouics tbr ughout the nation, one !ollow­

i~ t oth~r.. The ariO'llS cendidatee would hsve their plstf'orma print-

, end distributed . They would fu.rninh barb cued meat and ad for 

din.rte?", .n.a an ttr ction tog t he Vi ters tc a ... ae ble. There would be 

.et s _ e eMa, hand shaking and . olitical m~ici e of.' all ki lds bre .ed. 

The crowds ttould be col'3:posed of IndJ.ans , of !!!.ll delO'e o :· blood, tee 

ho · er intern rried, ado tad, or tboae who cam for pas e or curiosity. 

h picinc 1rould often 1 t for t1r or three da~·s and ni hta. At night 

l1ere would he dance in 11hich the yo,mg .P.!en .ud ladies · of· both r&cea 

ee ed to enjoy to th fulle t ext.e.nt. ,1 he openin'? of he twentieth 

cQntury it ~cs difficult to distinguish between those iho weTe <t:rt 

Indian nd tho.,e wh did not ssess one dro:p ot Indian blood in thoir 

bodies. .it t.he O"' ni.11 of he in:lepencLnt colleges c.nd ublic schools 

the cl. ss or r ce di ti •ictions were lost. 

Tlie, so called, csmp l!!eetin · as z.n annual ffa.ir or all in the 

nnti n. The citizens, of both races, ,ould e ch do at.e an animnl, wnlch 

w g to be sla htered, and cooked to fed th congre~=tion. The ~eti.rg 

15 History of Indian T rritory, p. 102 
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ould h ld ne.ar n sprin, where there ?lenty of shade. Everyone 

ent to the appo nted pl ce, at a specified ti.Jzle; pre ed to C!\mp there 

for two, three or four eeka. U tice would be i'ut in the ne1rs" pe:rs , 

invitin m tsiders to <:ome and t e p~ rt. Minister l!"ottl.d be there 

repre en in two -r three denominations .. There would be three r lig1ous 

servic s e ch de.y. The time be ween he servicffs u; spent in visiting 

nd havifiP' u go d t~e. Many a young 11!£!'1 tound the oh:>ice of hit. hac.1rl 

t on of t .1ese camp m stings. .t\nother very il'lt resting thing w ·s the 

absence ot elif,ioui; rivalry irt theae :neetinga. The diff rent preachers 

wo· ld ot pr ch doctrine :r sectarianism. There would be shoutin arul 

sin .inr until mdni ht. These meetings were of untold benefit to the 

people in Vi?ral ::a.ys. Tbey bl"oke do race distinction; t wy destr y-

e el ss l1>velo; they brou :ht a better ndarstr:.n.d.;ng to ea.ch rae o£ the 

other. All problems and questions would oo dis-cu.sSced , c.nd re y definite-

ly solved. 

{Tli'e Indians bed thei:- ball runes, hich were 1s·ally pl~yed every 

s~turdti.7 ternoon through the summer. The teams. · 01 ld be coro"'1osed of 

th.e best ;a.ay ~rs in the co imunity, re ,erdles .. of r ce. Th rr~mes r.ere 

played !lard and ast, but the losers wer-e u uell - ~ood s ortsmtm. Every-

body attended the e . mes ll.3 the·~ were a sort rJf social affair. ter· 

the lall eame then .ould be a play , rty" Qt some near by h me . T ~~ 

~u:nm rs ere long and ple..1. nt,. t.he me~~ boys "fl .i:rls were hon,, from 

school for the vac ti . p l"iod. It ·ae indeed e. tlme for the enjoying 

of parties, picnics and. socicl cctiviti ·s. 

A source of much pleaet1!'e 11-s the circus, w .ich :us~ ally c·" e to the 

larger to ns every two years. Tl• pe-0. le would come for miles, ... rom all 

directions, to e the circ s. The audience would n,t b,i restr cted to 
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t..ny a~e, race or sex. Everybody went. This s one .form of amuse:ment 

tru: t never grew old. .Many men ~, d women are to be found who were n~ar­

int their thr.e ecore nd ten years of age "nd bad not missed seeine the 

circus since they ero children. 

'l"he people enjoyed cel"'brations end parades. U?.f,ter Sm.duy ·cs 

lweys observed by· the ec;g hunt.. .People ould ·ss ,·mble by the hi.mdreds 

to . itnesa the hunting of' th eggs 'by the :youngetera.. I t wa a dif::'ieult 

m tter to deter ine ho enjoyed the hi1 t. t e mor&,_ the &dult or the 

chilcren. Christmas was another eelebr&tion enjoyed by th~ ople of 

the na.ticn. There would be community- tree ith pr ctically e1ter:, one 

purtieiut-,ting.. In tho.;e days none vrere rich and none ~re poor. Every 

one ould get one or r.10re 1ft off the tree.. This as a tu: for p .rties 

and d c-ea. The fourth of July ~<"tys meant a picnic, us 1.all ' a two day 

event ith free r:ent, bread, pastries and iee r.eter for o..U. ""he ms t 

would be do:~tec by t.he 1 nd own ,rs and the br ad b'J the merchants. The 

~~ tries wer hoe cooked and fttrnishea. by thew men folk from verr hoe. 

I t w ... s Mt u.ttc ., on to aee five thou.sa.."id people attend a pienic, held in 

small villa e. T people ould come miles to enjoy the privile~e 0£ 

visiting ,!th relatives or -f'r ends . The wild hor e ridins e.nd steer 

ro i.ng wan ~ fe ture of '\0}1t of the picnics. T'ie winners would ften 

receive h ome prizes, in money or ~erhap.s fL~e s•ddle, bridle, 

bo')t .nd spurs. Fro this entertcinm nt e h4 re developed the rodeo 

ot t"'day. 

Everybody received an invitution to the weridi ,:s. · They w re f:.ala, 

but v0 ry tnformtJ. affair. There would bee. dinner or . upper to hieh 

all ·ere iuv1t d ,. then ·n e.11 night da.~ce. he eust.om of' oing v.;ey 

for tl honeymoon ,.as uot in vogue in th nation ntil roeen; till'es 
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. h n a death occur.red in the community most ev~ry one ofrered his 

help. The people were nsver too busy to help buxy a neighbor. They 

would b.l ... o help the bere.:.ved family with money, food , or labor. 

If a neighbor suffered a. loss by bavin{; his home burned, or burn 

destroyed by fire or storm, tho e w uld ho a g thering of friends . These 

friends nd neighbor$ w uld contribute money, food , .f.urniture, wid other 

necessities t o th unfortum.te family. The people helped one nother in 

their fei.:nn wor1r., a~ d roundup of ca tle. '.fhe .roundup l'fo. very popnlAr 

ith the youn men. '.fney enjoyed t ropin end br.,ndinf of the y01mg 

stock. The horse , mules, and C£ittle ·ere b:r ruled until ah.-,ut 1910. 

Pr·ctically all the yo~ng ,en wore the apparel of the cowboy -- boots, 

-purs, bi~ hat, and handkerchief about then ck.14 

The closin of the boarding school s a.t u.nded by hundreds. The 

pe.rentB and friends of tl e st r.fo:nts el"e entertained .for days by the 

school authorities,· · e exercises trenera.lly 1 ;r.ted a week. I t was a 

time c fe -,ti.nP., pr &".!'l:Ul:S1 a d ,er:cy r:,aldnf for the young o e . '!:he 

parent n.foyod visitine with ach other.15 

Th$ hemes of the land holders, a. d bett.""r class of the wl:dtes were 

very comfort.able. ~ ~ny of the ,ere lt.rge t. o story structures ;;1th 

wide norch .,. T ey- had :rom seven to fourteen rooms ,. and. usu.a ly were 

b>.iil t on & hill or high gro11nd, loc, ted about t o hundred yt..rd~ f'rom the 

road. T:!ler .ra'" an orchard on o"'t of the farms . The ft\rm hn"te ith 

·th sev ral out buildings made a. pretty picture, The land o.wners hc.d 

14 Her ert Wo~k. he Problem of Indian Adn:lnistra ion, pp. 6Z0-661 

15 :Ralµh J. IIe:.11 . Bloomfield Indian ochool and I ts Work. p. si 
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cat l, h rses, and U.1.es in the pastur.s. Hogs ~e'!'e kept in sm~ll tielde 

or lots, u til time to e,"'ten them, t1!an they trel"a put in a f ed ?9:n • 

... oultry il'C6 che ~ a lent1M . 

·ha ork, L~ th field and home, w~s don by hired labor. eo- 0£ 

the coc~ing f.l:'ld laundry-in was done b:t'na~ omen . The field v10r1. ,.,as 

done by .. l · te labor. . bite, a d lndi ns w :r.lld not ork on the same Job 

1 t!l t. n.em-o. h lerre lnr.d holde;rs us d l ueg:ro labor, in ny 

c ae , ~..ndling them almost by he ame me ; .od used i.~ ;i.luv-e:ry times. 

Ev,~ h e ;,;.5 Pt i"'-.. with fruit f m t. e ho e orchard . The comm-on 

fruits I ne.: chet, apples ... nd pea.rs, yielded fine her.rests . Ther were 

t o f i to to bo f ou:nd ne;; r eVt>r'.f home, ,he Indi · n 

he - :.:>ch is almost en ertinct fruit ·i dl!.y, 

ch and the Chicka-

1::ueh frur.ily 

cann. o ~ dried fruit for winter u · • Csne a !)l""nted by all the 

farm e, tr, t tho r. eh be acsured of 1&vir.~ ~lo.:rnes on. the table. 

Mol.as,.,ea ·a$ s torcd in bl!.rrels and dra cut a ct r.c100.ed. l 6 

T!, -e wts very 11 tle difference in the 5 yle nd . terial o the 

clo ,bing · orn by the Indiana and hi e5 . Co mon wearing a . ,pa rel aa 

ea il;r pro-cu!'ed ; tds ere re one hundre<! thirty- i:x tov,n~ and villa es 

int nation withs populttion or more th n to hundred each. There 

'Ell'f'i near one hundred i;;-1,·<;' ,mailer hamlets s f.tered thrm1ghou the 

~t.ion. here ere large towns c""ttered tnroughout t entir t rri-

17 tory ·he et e better r.tyle of clothing might be p reh& ... ed. 

After 1902, the incorporated toTl'l of r, 00 pe pl "ere por itted 

16 History f Indian Territory, pp. 5-84 

l? Report of Co .mis"'ioner af Indian Affr.irs, 't .O ' • Part I, p . !01 



to -vote bonds for civic 1mprov ent-. Most every. "to-'fin voted bo1lds £or 

schools, ,nitation and electric plants . !'he advan-t'° gos in t 1e c.ti -:::in 

wer~ s gooa s thoee in eities ·tld towns the B , 1e size i th neig - / 

boring stl.-tes.1 ?here were fe full bl od Indinns in the tion, only 

153:B, ~nd &.bout 210100.) ithites ru3d 11 ixed 'bloods. It is ea Uy discerned 

th~ s oi&ty W4~ omi ted by t.he whites. One co ing t o t he n tion OJi, 'l 

t"iret visit w uld .not h ve be.en able to i da,:itif'y the Indiana yr sent at 

social affair. The Mtion bad bean as im.Ua.ted by the intruder baf'ore 

the advent of statehood. ) 
/ 

18 Houa Document No. 19,- 58 Cong., Se .. s., 'P• 111 
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?PENDll 

The Hi torieal and Bio raphieal Sketch of the Life of l. r. Leecraft 

I &.s born in Union, oouth Caro ina, November 2~1 1866; the son ot 

·De j.in nd ~Uf~ ~. t eeraft. l 1674, nt tie ·g of e1~';:t years I 

ved .,·1th ey pe.rents to Sherman, Te::ms. .At this time, higher educc.tion­

·1 !·c ities ere very e er. There as only one high school.in the 

.~ te of T s. This ,ne wa loc~t~d at D ni o, whe~e I recei~ y 

high school education .. 

li.t'ter t o d.e th of my tather, we t0ved to bite Bend Jill, Indian 

Terri ory I Chlckasb:W N., tion, nin~ty ,ile.. fr t e nearest r ilroad 

which 1rus Missouri, Kanse and Te:r:! s. 

here was st& .- line tro ·"· ud.o , o· · ahor.a, (no in yan County), 

to White _d li.:.l, the tenlnus b ing F in Springs, no in th rtci.."lity 

of Lindsay, Okl hq • At ·the time ! lived t White Bead Hill; the 

villa~ conslwtea or o atorefH ,h1le Pe. .t.s ' ..l.ey, lOC"'- d snort 

distn.nc · · y, h&d o-ru.y one store. 

In 1 84, the Ban e railroe.d ,, s built, missing White Eeud Hill, 

which buU t up the f ne .Little •Ula e of Pauls Valley and put o t of 

busine s the thriving little villEi e of. ;111t~ Bead Hill. 

he oAly 1 du..str,y at th!. t .e was catt'.l:e raising. The cowboy and 

ro ind ups ere the big t tr· ctione of the day. only crop "e .rai ed 

tr· corn, px-inci;a ly for uoo of f$., · f r the h r""es. lt tiva grass was 

s "' tiful t:..na abundant s ur Cr tor could , ke it.. (!ref,t, herds of 

thriving cattle 2ed l .. Uy unde'%"n4ath he twinklil1Fr sun, while all 

kinds of wild g e c lmly ent. about th I in sc"'reh of rod. 



u. 

Th l ppy c ntentsd In Un~ le~ sed. tl.e s land.a toe ttlet 

owners from Tex • 

T'w~e were n~111 white en livin~ amoo s hop id a p ~, t of ~5. 

tor side in the C.di i on to a f e for +.he f"HH!S . 

There o not a cot n ~in what is not the State of Oltl h me. A 

bani.;: 11'\.S mh~rd of .1.n ~heoe Purts, money -:t: s .·ept in l'! t her el t... and 

T!l.Gre e~a o briag9s ore 1 v rt; traffic vras oi 

ru:!... t re tha:r t·· s ttG: ~ .. ~ z r"-cict..am;~ •· 

ov r • . .u-al 

E' • ,, 'l~l::J er C!'O'",.,ed b:, f~rry r t· R foried. C· ndle , n' .er sene 

1 ~pa ~ffordad the li ht. L teleph')r e ··n'i.e t.he talked o! in en ion .e 

·i.:.h;>.:i , ~ \:l'.SS ,o e f tu.re cuy. 

,ll,e • ti a ?r 'ident the lhiteu l'?t. t 0 s ,e,~ el 

several daye to .et the election returns. I remember we : ited ,~lmo t 

a •e '- for the el c z..o:c retu.rns i.uen Grover Cl eli; .d f t. .e .,, cce.ss-

ui. c1=.n,· 4 d ..... e in 1f1S'i4, T e m,! 1 • • .:e..s :<ecciv ct 'Y et '9: lin tw ce a week .. 

There er- no frize ''cl oli; _ ·r.at 1a now ~he St, to ! Ok.le.ho . • 

.t ··r;:te Ee d Hi:!.!, ·i~:rec I!lctitu+e, bcard.inff c.:nhool f r r.i:irlfl was 

loc ·ted. tJot • t:rr:.ce o · it c.vtr romc ins . h Chick4Da..t:; t,·ere sent to 

P e.r-c,or to r er. -~ m~ t ltUsci:m !1 .l-r ich ,t is nc. Sb& n~'e, or t,J the 

c ... tholic Girls ~chool ~ Deni ·on, "'e· s. 

e .ception. 

Governor B. F. verton, of the Chickast:.'"a, 1:ibj ect .d to •. tt,le in-

d try nd to the busine3s 1.>f i·ein C,i~iod on 'by Texas c ·U !'!Jen. The 

ovcrnor i · d th1 ire nee cut d ·n 'nd the cattle re ov.ctl. Tlese, 

p,. sture eov4red thou~ ids of acres" 
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he tribal schools ~trictiy fr Tnd 2 s flourish~ nd ere great 

L ti uti na. Notably in the Chie1 sr .. w N~tion . .:ts Harley Institute for 

boy ,. h ch ~a'3 loe~ ed t Ttc::hmtrL SJo, tb capitol of the Ch.:.ckas w 

U tion,, and J,;lo m:t."iold S rn..!.rlary for Oi:r s~ l. <'• t(:r] ut Co vBrt. Bl om-

.field Semin ry burned. t nd ~on later r- built ht :rdrr.,;re; h re it i 

k..'lo ... e e r -or I nst.i tu ... , d ts 4 le~~ing sc~~ol fo~ Chi kae4' girls, 

hi~b. ~ ln,~er t.h 00!'.t,ro"' O~ t) . e1 l" l r.,verru ent. !~Jpro Jl" • i: tio 0 for 

it · intenance be in!!, ade by the C . gre.J of the !Jnited Gtates. 

The !J e ·en flfld l "'": P.1. ctive 1 ..,.f3rnor f t·e Chicka n, 

!.d n<ient. o"' .,Jo. 1 i d 1 nd h.:. nt ca, 

ife er , illi n R. .mr:ra.,, reeentla; Clove nor of o.,· h..,ma, . s one f its 

f. b nor of ee in ae e me~ r of the 

The.. in titutio .., ce :a d · · tribal "'Choole with the br · kine up 

f Tr ul fro~ th e Ind. n ,ch~ols nr still 

l .ved' a hit Be~d H 1 1 nd · · 1-itil allo rrent r 

lar.d::, the i d:-.vid 11 c.t.t.i.z- n, lt:.ndB ere \.;eld in eom on~ Tb.<1t is the 

· i ile }, ind vidu l Ind could f'enee up 

.... nd cul f;l w~ t t . len ~ ! ~cn 1o obu:!n ire nc 1 st:: to use for 

ev .. al k r.os of fich, . ~le 

in th S t • ~~wn 

br ugh -~. vaaiso ., 

Chic~ena · d the lo ~1 • i 1 (;_'tt 1 cover 

ood old e.y:s" &s hey refer 



.1 • 

to ttam. He kne 

~or s:ici : i e he attend d the r.d ~ rb ctoe. The 

the e ~ herings,. t 

:: ere dott.rd over t. e e0tmtry, p lncipally c rried 

rie· to ':? ~l. t the Chioic:, fl&.WS 

on;tht o t!'" s comitry 1. roiit th ir 

nr.oi n-+-. 

Int. e 

1 i · con:-;;osed tt fo f w "ie .ent.e ~nd oc ... sl life ':lf the 

society. 

No, s '' t1-:- 1'l • cU . t , my f rst p eitir.in 1:. clsr n 

Dad 

R .Ill, ro 18 . co ldS(.. ~"T • 8to ·e 1 t -:r tr. $ .. ~rGr..!i 11 of U1e 

S ut,i ru iHstrict, .,. ·1e r . 

Com ty,. C!;; nty S~ t of P uls Val le;y. Itt 1384 I mo eel r c!-c to Denison, 
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the C::iic smr t:r-the of Lndia11'$• F011r ~hildren ,: :re born to th! ... inion 

and r a.U livi g. Bertram M. LE::ec ... aft , Colbert, Oklahoma; ~ud:red 

(Mr·. .. w1111, s), Dur • ; Frtc.~,cis ( r . • F. E. tubb ) , O' . ho 

.rs. Leser t p ssed a,,,:1.7 July ?.1• 1q~1 ..:.n O' .; : 'Jroa Cit.,;'• 1 ith her 

:!.ch .1.!". til.l -t L t' ~ ldest 

I V m. served four ye s 

·s v"':E+. 'l'i '1.'::.-~, Y'() ', Si:>C""'~ ,a-s t f:!,y.r :r :r p, b tTt, f u • ','li. l:::.am •. , ::ier., -!' of 

t e ~t., Bo;~rd 0 • ffair .. rind I r.a,.,.. Se-cre .... .ar: C' the "" rte Ce ~,~ttJl. • 

C } l ·iT'le h~ na i,,•i t.o B ·ild.r h . ~s erect d. I w s 

n 13,5 I es 

elect d £ ~he S ~te L islatur fro~ Bry c-, nty ·nd fJr. no a member 

A. • Le.eeraf't 

Durant, Oklahoma 
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TH.., HISTORICAL MW BICOFA R!CAL SKETCH O THE T.,IFE OF ,tl!EN 'r r l ! SOJf 

I ·as born N .v bo 25 , 18'7-, Tishomingo, C. icka.saw fl· ti n; Indian 

Terri fory , so 1 of Th~ll'!.!:.S Jeff!':rson Thor.19s ,n >nd Lo aiM :r. ~:rkms-

Th pson. .., r~th .... r he1 d . e 1 erril ffic. s 1 he C"lic:kasa · Go •ernm nt; 

th .. or..ly t~o thv.t other old 1 &bout, ~are Sheriff .,:rtd Cl)unty Cle-rk. 

Af'ter .. seb.ool day t the F.er ley I n t:1 tut-0 I cz:m. to Oln"ant, Bl e 

Co, nty, Ch ct.a Utt tion 1t.nd tho honor of hold.inf{ offj.ce ·ant t,o rn 

broth re -- Th:nmL:. B. Thompson, who v.·n.s Noti n 1 :reo.i,u:rer, e.nd "' cob 

! r ceivi'd my , . r y schoo11nv :l.n ?icke-ntii Cou-nty nei hborhood 

ehools, Tishomingo ale Academy, ·nd one year in ,.·rayscn Col l ege 

r-i~i+.ewri;ht , Te,ns. Ott he 1 t_ day of -Webrt . , 1895., I "'l'a .. a.rrl~'d 

to Minnie Bestriee Kingsbery of Colber-t, P nol Ceunty, Chick , Nation. 

To u th:re children ·ere borri - Lee Ed ··nr.d Thom son,, Dt1rant • Okl homa; 

In bye Lor2n.1 Thorepson-KeenE.n now of ·l "'e., OJ.:1 homa; &nd an inf nt, by 

ho diad 6 fe <la.ya fter birth. 

,:y f.atrer d orw.y one sl""ve a.!'ld s 'le died in 19?'5 ne'U" Bokchito, 

Okla.he -a . 

'!'be lenu.s o!' the Chickae#\v1s n.d Choct ... tVere hel · in Co~on, · t'ld 

6!1y ci izen could fenc ci.nd use as l!I&ny ucres a& h had one.y to fence . 

The ·. ~shir.gt n b o ers owned a rc.s tnre ten roiles s:1 re, t.nd Governor 

:·1 -..o:i .To:u:1s• 1:r·. ?turc ~:-• .:.~ if't -en n.P es cc ~re. 

Frank Col be-rt o-rmed one thou.send ecr ~-s eul tiva ted la.nd. i n Red 

Fi T r bott , -:nc .orked. it · tt.i., newroea~ He o ned gin e.nd co~ .i ssary. 

Feli ,io• s 0·1port1l ities · ere t;ood ~.e b..w sev :ral mi "'ion1:ries 

sent here b the e-thod · tt :::.nd ?r~sbytnri..en c· ,,..cht;;s. 
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~r ~ irs v s · t. to a r 1. igious meeti YlE: '&S in l, 71; 

<l portu:itties until ov robe .. 25, 13f'7, and ho t r>..av t-hirty-fou:r 

mo:- Y~ rs tha •ill ke , one hundred yea ..:: old. 

mi ball anc la er 

onns of r':!cre · tio .. d rlr.f th& ;r: y ~ys or t Indian Terri tolj,'. 

In y sectir1n C ic Na ion di· v any t uble l th 

the 'h4 te ·.. T y eame 1ere f r o sever l st-teo ·nd oe:t of t.he"" ,:-ere 

l oidirur pe p e . 

ia 1 're ri c , the e~oe e ue t le but 

.. tin the i~ ther \10ra(ed negroe f"o 

~ftar tlev ere ~reed . 

One 1 w t~,& t ,he or,t 

cr.,ux1. ries .v,<c .i. he t. .~ ,hi ing for 

th!rty- , lne l"sh 1tiven o th b re bue ., and to fense ,a 

han?,in. . . pris,Jner, if convicted tor steali1,g, rias ::!'i •en o · •ny 

d~. s to i. · ·i th r .a ram' .. , l°'-ef o ~ the d y t" t.e hi.· .. , on t,ha day 

h s purdsh, ent lit.l: 

rin(', th ... t tl~e the 1 11 

, t of he ei ti..,ens · do their ten·..,.·t : a..: ... or he rmi . 

The ~anees r th Cnick~sflw " 

The - · sh i'a i' . ld ,l.e acEe o e is s·c': d tl 

f' he .-• ti.eat. H · doctor•"'. hie m · 1 • ith t1::: " 

edicine rlci.n .a c h;:.rre 

.e~bs g~therad f J. 

c ire le ercn 

rt.er t.1e edicine • 

ir- t .re t m. 

.ni s , t.hey 

<lrulC.$ in a 

Gre-n od T. onpson, !rn-.init , 0K1 u.h,, a 
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HIBTOF.IC.AL hND BIOG, .P. _. lUCAL SK TCH OF THE ,IF£ OF {!!fUE B A"'FICE 
7- GSBl'F.Y-1'H ' G<-N 01'' ~,lJ tl.NT, OV.:LAFD. 

I wa born t Co tert , P, .. o · County Chlc2: ... u~ r.d·un ': ... r it.ory, 

c. ) • , nd my o hara 1n&1 

ttther 

Post s t."r E.t C lbert, · :n 18 1., Ciilcka a-.· ;l ·,tion . 

I n t. uthern 

part O.i • :nolu 0111 • y, c. N. 

I w · rried t.o Cre .. . oo Tbom}-'"SO:U t.h J. th day of iebruuey, 895 . 

-o 1,' "-t ion "th1 e child.I en 

bye Lvl"i. z.. ".thcmp;...on • c . K~~n of , · u~. , ·1 .. l~l.:) · · ; the 

nt birl • 

In 

t,h& ea i 

~icnica and parti a. 

Th w tea ere he;::-e bef'or 1075, w.i.d • h!.d n ,rouble ,d'-h the • 

.1.n 1876 t~ re s ., ~ed c.. ! ermit ar Clti,,t.in .. to l, y 

sev nu. C: then of' 1 e.nola 

n "'wcr to them wnic i is as 1::ollo St 1• Couu :; Jud,,. I l1..,v not '· 

riitht to • ~s on titi." la ·but thut povter i~ h;h the ttom y Gc11ara.l 

of • but 

as County J"·udg I will have to enforce th le. • 
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Tb:) land 'a.S held in C();r.1:.:cn 11-r.til r.:llot ent, L . u .lng tl:i..t time 

· , C zcm could hold ns much land as h b&d money to buy lliire to 

f nee. 



FACTS FROM J .. HA:1> .ILLIS 

I nas born on the banks f Red iver.t pr , 171 137._, .u th 

Indi Te: • .-rito:r.r, 1P 

:y r: tu r :was Weigh Britton Willia born also at l.illis, 'arch 12 • 

. p nillis a.nd Elvira Love-,illis 

ct:.m i th tb';; Cltic · sawc, on their march from is.ais i ppi. t"Ulis w s 

~:J.te m n a.nil his mother a Ch ckc.aa• . 

J otl-er .;_, ' r ~ et J . Page oof'ore ru r marriage to f: ther. She 

Cl'l. to IJ.cl. · n 'l'arritorJ, from r rkanaae , when ow~ year old -nd lived 

n . ,. :r At ~ n $tr .lngt0 n Ind · an Territory until si..~teen years o age 

·. d ,?lo.::.d do ,n o Retl River to :·;ni::.t is now i llis, Oltla~ta. Sh&. 

:,..t.;.r:."i~d nv father i.n 1972. She died a.t ei hty- two ~•ears f age .. 

futner, .Britt ·;u11s, served in both houses of the Chiem.saw 

Lt:i·~1.;•u .... ure .:ill · ~.:i r,:str·ct Judge, emit Collector, Sheriff, ... nd 

I he d oi' •ces ii the Cl'.d.cka,saw Metion as .rollows: Timber gent, 

i, :,-;,1it C .i::.ecto I G n,.,Ut.b e , ~nd l,o er H011se of t e Legislature, ""nd 

C._.lckr..::a, ~i.n:,lu_ Tru"' · e., md served for r1ore than seventeen years 

r V •,..lu; -t' OU l1, do le.rs 4 ye r. I also served "'4S United St.c.t es 

I ndlt::.n ;. :-1.:.ce .. o.u· Onion ... ency of ] ive Tri ,es bout $even or e i ght 

! ·.i..;. c!.L~ , too in. Loe; School ho'.lse n Chic1t.aea Nation neur 

~1:.1 · ;3. turth~r e.-cu vion w ... s received at Pottsboro and Sberr;~n, Texas. 

I ·;c..•· l:'!al·;risd to t."'nm M. Harri.El . Her r~ther was R .. f . Hnr:ris, 

Gvve..·r.·~r _·.o- ! f?.:)6 to l8'J7 of the Chic.msa · Nation... He lived and died 



xi .. 

y grendT rente own d about ue ty slt.ve , who locEi te 01ror the 

coun""'cy not f&r a y ,, Tht:L e is one 11 ing no . at '· dill , Cklaho , 

"(• ... 

hil'i. elf T' .. 
J' d .. u · s. 

efo:!' allotment I ownea about h thou.sen .,.crcs of 1 nd. 

c.tiz n..; i 

· ,o:cshiu and ~ 

et .v ist6 iollo .ed later., They :.ield monthly 

··erv1c d il.ter ere-cte pine · il -

.ings ~t.ich eI used for schoo rel churcl :purposes. 

'l'b Ch ck£. 'fl Gover .;ent \,out .i..8,::, · begun to erect scho J. houeas 

doli.ars e. mo:nt· r..s an 

.i uec.n, t to nd t.1eir chi.uh en to school ,, !'hey a so }:>.na .tour-

.h.~tl li(; ~ , on(; in e ·.ch o.t tru., four hiek su · c.:.o ties, her· they had 

a !' ito ie ·• C rded 

to.ti ~duci.t, " 1th.out cont to t e . ·brents . In severAl ·'ns,. n<:ea the 

Lt,. isli:. t e appro 1 i t<.: ·' met y ·· d sent cruiu~· te~ of their a.c demie 

1th ~le peill'J 6 paid. 

· s v&ry .dtt.le tro ·ule, i! 6.ey, ·ith th 

~-
I, uur com·,unity tr..~ got JLille , le.tt th country, or join tbe chtircb. 

'!ll& !t~ e re ... idln~ i;- t C.hic · a,z · N ... tion un.16 o~.rr ... re 

raqu rw to ~y .J, 00 c;I. y .J..r by the u ... ad of t . famil 00 s issued 

.:-er t u~ .t: from tte first ot J rt lt.i.ry and good '*"or t elve raontns. 

Ti ·rw ~ ~ r·ally no clw.ngee in l~nd holdiu~ before 1907. All 

C ic'·~ ... ev:~ ''er , llow " to locato nd imp "eve 1 n fo:r· 



,,. '"''.'.,,..,,.:: 
,.,. '~' , t:.._ 

in 



1. 

',',,··1,,0:< 
1,i ··-~ ~:-· 
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I ,itr3 bor 1 ut Colbartt ... F 1.~q o Ited Pi r February 25 ,. 1865. 

My par nts /ere Frank ad Geor e Ann .fcCarty. 

In 1894 I wss elect~d to the Chicks.saw Senate . In 1896 I ~$ 

elected o.n ,:,f the del f'.'.'&te to fl!.abin~01 t.o . I' og the viole.t!.cn of 

Indian 'l"r aties , d ll()tment of our 1 r.ds. m:d abolishing of ur tribal 

goverru:ient • I 1897 Con~re3s passed the C-itrtie Bill alll'>tinp our lands 

wi tho11t ur con ent and without any '"i d of title ,rovlded the Chlcke.scws 

and C.,oet.6ws did not enter i11.to an f(Nemet1t 1:ithln one year. Tl: s act 

resulted 1n wh;it is known es the, "toke Avreenient. I ,' • a membor of' the 

Commi sion on the psrt of the Chickasaws £.nd a the only one livin who 

as forced to sign that unjust treaty. [very member of the Chick£-Mws 

(IJtd Chocta. a d every member of the Da:wes Cor,wi sion have lon. sine 

gom~ to th ir re a.rd. That u~eement prov-tded th. t th:, United Su- +ee 

eovcmm nt would allot the l•nds of the Chickasaws and Ch,.,-eta $ and 

wind up their lands within eight ye6.l"s itho ~ ex_ense o the. It has 

now been forty long yeara tmd ite h.'!t "e been bled ,,hlte wit h at+.<1rney fe-etJ 

6nd court costs. Tbe Chl,cka.saw ha e tto more to ersy in th r,;n P' !'1e-nt 

of their a .fairs than tc. trib o.f ne . roes in outh i,frica. Th .,.ovem­

ment which boasts of its Chriatinnity continues to feed a bunch of 

political stump seelcera out of the Clicks. aws• money, hile the jority 

of them nre be~ bread. 

I was due .. ed in our tribel ~ehools· I also ttended a. private 

school in Sherm n1 Texas. From there 1834 and 1886 l atter..dee the 

School imd .,ashin~ton and Lee Uni ers1 ty at L x.i n,:rton, Vi r.itinh. 

Fro there I gr~duated from Bryan and Stratton !P~sines College t 

Bs.ltimore, aryland. 
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"'Y firs r·i .e .. ,as a in., _ ht.er of <1overn<1r E. S. C e ten. b ' . ():?! 

I had n ,..;)n, ho t u.n · r : s nc li r, L S nt, Fe,. !Te 

et nnd 

. ,. fb i::.o • 

.:. e. t. .ac n in tne h' er ~ . ol 

[. l 1 ~ ... - ··· · ... I t::ric ~n1y o: 4 !" .. l ·, i.ng: my 

,..~, -· . ., fo ·ty ,... c · 

.i:::::i . ner:i.es h'; c-,uld ir.-~ '· t.~e s~ cri i ces 

r-1 

•s i . e :...:) ·. 

,..o r. •. oant .. vestG :. ,,d c ~,"' :n . ere h ':.!'(;ed fi · e o1 lrJ'a per 



Typi&t-Luey w. Victor 




