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A STUDY OF THE BASIC CAUSES OF STUDENTS LEAVING HIGH SCHOOL

CHAPTER I.
INTRODUCTION

For a number of years the writer has watched boys and girls drop

1.

out of junior and senior high school. Although many studies have been

made which show the reasons why boys and girls drop out of school, few

have been made to determine what becomes of them after they leave
school.

This is not a new problem. It has caused considerable concern
among educators for many years. The Seventh Annual Report Federal
Board for Vocational Education states, "From a reservoir of over
2,000,000 potential citizens at the age of 13, this stream carries
out and away from our schools all but 150,000 before they reach the
age of twenty years. Year after year the stream continues to flow on
and out, without ceasing, until it has poured ninety percent of our
boys and girls, at the age of twenty or younger, into the channels of
our complex modern life equipped only with the fundamental processes,
and meny of them without even meager common education."” A statement
by the United States Cormissioner of Education, in 1923, tells the
same story: "Out of every 1,000 boys entering the fifth grade in
American schools, 139 complete high school, and only 23 finish a

college course,"
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TABLE I.

The school population of the United States, 13 to 20 years old.

L4
*

Age 2 Out of School ¢ In School
13 3 151,195 : 1,877,429
14 $ 279,481 : 1,766,784
15 3 504,100 : 1,357,345
16 : 971,257 : 1,001,701
17 3 1,212,831 3 642,360
18 H 1,496,427 : 413,619
19 : 1,578,254 : 252,680
20 : 1,632,750 : 148,352

Data from Seventh Annual Report Federal Board for Vocational Education.

The 14th biemnial report of the Superintendent of Publiec Instrue-~
tion of the State of Oklehoma shows that in 1927-28, there was a total
of 25,591 pupils promoted %o the ninth grade. This same report shows
the enrollment for this class in their senior year, or 1930-31, was
17,954, There was a loses of 8,537 pupils, or 33.3 ¢ of the pupils that
enrolled in the ninth grade before they reached the senior year. This
report indieates the enormous loss of students who enter high school
but never finish.

PURPOSE OF STUDY

——

The writer has been interested in studies made in various sections

of the country dealing with the reasons why so many young people drop
out of school. He has seen many pupils drop out of the schools with
whieh he was more or less familiar. Np studies have been made to se-~
cure information about them. Because of his interest in these young

people the writer undertook this study for the following purposes:
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1. To determine factors related to school which caused them to leave
school,
2. To determine factors not related to school which caused them to
leave school.,
3. To determine what they have been doing since leaving school.
4. To review suggestions that might modify schools so as to make

them more attractive to young people.

METHOD OF FROCEIURE.
To secure the data used in this study, the writer obtained all the

information possible from the records of senior high schools loecated in
the following towns: Cement, Cyril, Fletcher, Rush Springs, and Verden.
This was for the four semesters beginning the second semester of 1935~
36 and ending the iﬁ semester of 1937-38. The names of the students
who dropped, thelr ages, grades, school marks, and other information
which might be of wvalue were secured from the school records. Further
information concerning the particular group of 160 astudents studied was
then secured by personzl interviews with the individuals, their parents,
relatives, employers, and friends.

The questionnaire method was used in obtaining this information and
a copy of the guestionnaire used is included in this report. The gues~
tionnaire was used as a guide for personal interviews. / When it was not
possible to interview the student, the parents were interviewed on behalf
of their child. No questlonnaires were mailed to the students. In some
instances, the interviews were made by teachers in the school from which

the pupils discontinued work. ’
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THE QUESTIONNATRE

Vhat is your name}

What 1s your age?

Vhat is your oeccupation?

What is your income?

When did you drop out of school?

What school were you attending when you gquit?

What grade were you in at that time?

Do you regret having quit school?

Why did you quit school? (Please check one or more of the following
causes if they apply in your case.) (Please rank the causes as 1, 2,
3, ete. in order of their importance if you have more than one
reason for quitting school.)

CAUSES
Bad eyesight (Could this have been corrected? If so
why wesn't 4%? Answer if this is a cause.)
Poor hearing
List any other physical defect that was a cause

(Could it have been corrected so as to permit you to stay in school
at the time?)

Didn't like sechool in general

Was dissatisfied with grades

Dislike for teacher

Dislike for any subjeet. List subject or subjeets

What subjeet did you want that was not offered? List more than one

if such was desired




13.
14.
15,
16,
17.

19.
20,
2l.
22.

‘Not enough practical subject courses

5.

THE QUESTIONNAIRE (Continued.)

Too many reguired subjects and not enough electives

Diseipline If you check this please explain your
viewpoint
Financial If you check this please explain whether

you were in distress or just felt that more money could be earmed
by quitting school when you did “
Urge to seek adventure
Change of schools and a new situation

Soecial embarrassment

Over age ' (For grade)

Being teased Called a nickname
Romance Married No. of children
Lack of purpose and guidance

Diseouraged by parents

Broken home
Had no home

Misdemeanor
Lack of transportation
List any other cause not listed here

Subjects failed
Parents on relief

Occupation of parents

Average grade while attending high school

If living on a farm, are parents owners, renters or sharecroppers

Where did you live at time of dropping out? Famrm Town

What subjeet was offered that you didn't take, but that you could

have taken which would hawve helped you?
Signed,
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GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SCHOOLS INCLUDED IN THIS STUDY.

TABLE II.

Subjects offered in the schools considered in this study.
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Table II shows the subjects offered by each of the schools in-
cluded in this study. Not all of the subjects were available each
year. Some of them alternate such as Home Ec¢. I the first year and
Home Ee. II the second year. This table shows that the ehoice of sub-
ject metter was limited so fer as electives were concerned. Sixteen

units were required for graduation. Only two schools, Cement and Rush

Springs, offered home economics. Four of the schools offered vocational

agriculture and two schocls offered bookkeeping and typing.

The required subjects for graduaetion are: American history, Okla-
homa history and Community Civies, four years in English, one year in
mathematies, and one year in laboratory science. In some schocls geom-
etry is also required for graduation. This makes a total of nine re-

quired subjects with only seven eclectives for graduation from high school.

TABLE III.

September enrollment for each sehool during the year 1935-36.

Girls

H
H
H
:
H
:
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TABLE IV.
September enrollment for each school during the year 1936-37.

Sehool Boys : Girls : Total
Cement s 100 : 101 Y
cyril : 47 . 63 ;10
Fletcher 59 62 :  1m
Rush Springs / 95 : 101 P 1%
Verden _85 76 s I
Total ' 386 403 . 789

The September enrollment for each year covered by this study for
the various higl; achools is given in Tables III end IV, to show the de-
velopment of the schools for that period. It is interesting to note
that, for both years, the girls outnumbered the boys. During the per-
iod of two years, however, only thirty-five more girls enrolled during
September than did boys. This is probably due to the faet that these
schools sare located in a cotton seetion and consequently more boys than
girls stay out of school to pick cotton. Boys may also find employment
in oil fields and refineries.

The enrollment shows & variation of only seven students during the
two year period. These schools are an average representation of the
ameller high schools of the state and range in enrollment from 157 to
218.

The material sulmitted in Tebles III and IV is reasonably correct
because it was taken from the local superintendents' reports submitted
to the State Department of Education.



TABLE V.
The distribution of pupils included in this study in relation to

the high schools attended.

t % of total : % of botals Total
Sechool : Boys :enrollment :Girls :enrollment: 3

s :of boys. : tof girls. : No. : &
Cement R PTG ST S Sl e A |
Cyrt1 TR g SR SR I S
MasieE 4 Xk E MR Iy BN T M A
R et 3% 2 B 1 AR s B 5 &8
Verden :_li_: 9.9 ;____!_; 4.5 : 23 ; 7.2
Potal N : 69 o

Table V shows the distribution of pupils ineluded in this study in
relation to the high schools attended. Twenty-six boys and thirty girls,
or a total of fifty-six pupils considered in this study, dropped out of
Cement high school. This was 15. % of the total enrollment in Cement
during these two years. Thirteen boys and sixteen girls, or a total of
twenty-nine, dropped out of Cyril during the two years ineluded in this
report. This was 18.1 % of the total Cyril enrollment. For the past
three years Cement has faced an oil boom. Many families have come and
gone due to fluctuation in oil field work. Cyril has an oil refinery
and also shares in part of the Cement oll boom which may acecount for
the large percent of drop-outs in Cyril. Fourteen boys and ten girls,
making a total of 24 pupils, were eliminated from Fletcher during the
two years. This was nine and four-tenths percent of the total enroll-
ment. Twenty-two boys and six girls, or a total of twenty-eight pupils,
were dropped from Rush Springs sechool. This was six and six-tenths
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percent of the total enrollment. Verden had sixteen boys and seven
girls eliminated during the two years, or seven and two-tenths percent
of the total enrollment in Verden high sehool.

A total of ninety-one boys and sizty-nine girls who discontimd
school through the two year period are used for the basis of this study.
More students were from Cement and Rush Springs than from the other
three schools. This is because these two schools have a larger enroll-
ment. Thirty-one more boys than girls were studied, even though data
shows that approximately as many girls were eliminated. This is appar-
ently due to the number of girls who married. Sixty-eight percent of
the girls who dropped out were married either while in school or shortly
after dropping out.

There are many factors that influence students to drop out of
school. Ope of the purposes of this study was to determine the under-
lying esuses that motivate such action on the part of boys and girls.

Foatarl states, "Two causes easily lead in frequency. ZEconomic
pressure, the first of the two, may mean either economiec necessity or
economic appeal; leaving school because one must work or leaving be-
cause one prefers to work. Dislike for sechool ia the second of the two
caugses, and obviously overlaps economic appeal. The pupil prefers
something else rather than school." This study indicates a tendency
similar to the same causes mentioned by Foster. Pullianz, in his book

Extra-Instructional Activities of the Teacher, gives retardation and

consequent over-agedness as the reason for the largest number leaving

1 Foster, High School Administration. 1928, p. 427.

. Pulliam, Extra Instructional Activities of the Teacher, 1930, p. 136.
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school. No doubt both of these suthors based their opinion on def-
inite information. Evidently there is considerable overlapping, but
neverless there is o differencs in the conclusions reseched by these
two men.

The various influences tending to draw away fron school will
naturally have a differcat weight for different pupils. Hence the
nauge of elimination will very according to local conditions. OConse-
guently it le necessary to make a thorough study of the loeal situation

before the prineipsl causzes of elimination can be determined.
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PRE

ﬁin@ty;one boys and gixty-nine girls, or a total of one hundred
and sixty high sehool pupilé, are considered in this study. Two
hundred and thirteen boys and glrls dropped oub of schools stucdied, but
due to transfers orldy ome hundred and gixty were surveysd. The pre-
gentation and analvsis of datz will be dlscupsed under the following

iivigions:

(22

bt
e

[

e

1. Tobtal number and percent of pupils who dropped cut of school during
the two years inecluded in this study.

2. Conditions or fzetors that contributed to the discontinmuation of
sehoel work by pupils ineluded in this study.

&. Principal reasons given by pupils for dropping out of school.

b. Bcononic and oceupational shatus of parents of pupile who
dropped out of school.

¢. arital relotions of parents of puplls who dfqppeﬁ out of school.
G. Socilal adjustment of pupils who dropped out of school.

€. Subjects Tfziled by studenits who dropped out of school.

f. Age and grade level of puplils who dropped cut of school.

2« Average mariks made by pupils who dropped out of school.

~-

IS

b. Honk

(=

L

n percentages of cmuses for dropping out of school.

3. Subjeets pupiles indicabed they vanted but dld not have an opportunity
4o gtudy whille in gchool,

% cliocl .

H-
(4]
(¢
&
E

4, Qceournstionul and merital sbabus of nuplls who oo
G vOGdtiOﬂS followed by vupils vho dropped out of school.
b. Yearly ilneome of pupils who dropped cut of school.

e, lerital relations of pupile who dropped out of school.



BER AND PERCENT OF PUPILS WHO DROFPED QOUT OF SCHOOL
DURING THE TWO YEARS INCLUDED IN THIS STUDY.

TABLE VI.
Enrollment for the school year 1936-1937, and the number and percent-
age of pupils who dropped out during the same period.

: : : : Transferred

: Total : No. who :% of total : to other schools
Sehool :enrollment :quit school:enrollment : th of ¢

3 : : who quit :Total number:enrollment

¥ B YNt .S

: : $ s :

Cenent : 89 82 : iz - IR ; 13.5 14.6 : 6 6 : 6.75 7.3
Cyril ¢ S5 70 3 7 9 :12.712.8: 1 1 :1.8 l.4
: : 3 : 2
Fleteher : 63 62 : 8 $ 2129 ¥ 1 1 s148 1.6

Rush  : : : : :
Springs : 102 116 : 12 2 112y 1.7 1 A .85
: : s : F
Verden . B0 ¥ 5 I8 4 : 12.5 B.2 : 3 3 ! 3.75 4,
3 H s s T
Total 1 3B 40 : 49 95 : 1.8 B, : 12 12 : 8.1 ES
TABLE VII.

Enrollment for the school year 1937-1938, and the number and percent-
age of pupils who dropped out during the same period.

“Transferred
to other schools

Total No. who 1% of total

: H
Sehool :enrollment :quit school:enrollment % of total
: i 3who quit E'I'otal number:enrollment
F S B e R S S B ..
Gement :100 101 : 14 18 :14. 18 : 8 5 8. 5.
Cyrfl : 47 68 : 6 7 $12.8111: B 1 6.3 1.6
Fietsher 1 59 68 § 6 4 :10] G648t 3 1 5. 1.6
e : : :
Sprivgs : 95 10L : 10 4 $110.5 4. : 5 : 5.2 1.
Verden :_ 85 76 : 6 3 i 7. 3.9 1 { 1.2 1.3
Totel 3386 403 : 43 36 :10.8 8.9 : 20 9 1 5.2 5,2
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Pables VI and VII glive the number of puplls earolled, the mmber
who quit scliool and the mmber vho tramgferred to other schools, to-
gether with peresatages for the Ywo yeayrs ineluded in this study. The
percent in esch caae is given Yo the pearesst decimal point. TransTers
te other schools book & tobsl of thirty-tvwic Doya ond bwenty-one girls.
Twenty-six boys and thirty girls cult Cement High School during the two
years. This group 4id »odt re-enter any school. Cyril lost thirteen
boys and sgixteen girls duriryg the geme periocd. Fleicher lost fourteen
boye and ten girls durirg the time considered in this study. Rush
Syrings suffered a lozs of btuenty-bwo boys and six girls during the
seme study. Verden had sizisen boys and seven girls drop out nobt o re-
enter another sehool during the time this study was made.

Coment showed the largest pereentage of puwils who guit school.
Thirteen and five-tenths percent of the boys and fourbeen and six-tenths
percent of the girls guit the first year. The second year Cement had
Pourteen percent of the boys and eizbtsen percent of the rlrlg to gult.
The percentages of those who gult were falrly even For each of the schools
guring the o vears studied. OUnly a slight veriation was shown in the
vereentapes Guring The two ysars exeent at Bush Springs the second year.

boys quitting school was lower and the percentage of

]
=
%]

o)

H

[+]

&
(33
is)
]

[0

1.4;’
[

Forty-anine boys quit school the first yesr and fority-twe the sscond
year. 4 total of thirty-three girls quit sshool the Tirst year es com—
pared te Lhirty-six the second yesr. Twelve boys were transferred the
first year in ecomparison to twenty boyve the second year. A botal of

twelve girls tronsferved the first yvesr ard nine giris the gecond year.



Tosel enrolinent for both school vears, and the pusbey and per-

gentage of pupils who dropped oub durdng the sene peried.
sTotal fHio. who % of total :Pransferred to obhier schools
Sehool enrallmentgnit school tenvollmens + ¢ of total
’ : 3 swho guit. Totel number: epvoliment
. a ¥ * [ 4
sy B 6 ¢« B G : B a 1 B & ¢ B G
Cement 1 189 183 : 258 30 : 13.8 8 14 1 2 7.4 6,0
Gyril 102 133 : 13 16 : 18.7 141 : 4 2 : 3.9 1.5
Flebtcher: 1288 184 : 14 10 : 13.3 8,0 : & 2 1 3.5 1.6
Rush H : H : b
Srxings ¢ 187 2817 ¢ BB 6 @ 1i.1 3.0 6 & 3.1 .9
Yorden : 1685 153 : 16 7 1 9.9 4.5 : 4 A BB E+B
Total ;795 81C : 9% 69 : 11.7 8.5 ; 3% 2l : 4.1 £.6

This table iz = total of Tebles VI and VII. It shows that thirteen
and eighit~tenths yercent_of the boys and fifteen and elght-tenths percent
of the girls gult sehool from Cemeunt durine the two years included in
thiz report. Twenbty-nine boys and glrls, or au awverage of twelve and
saven—-tenths percent of the total enrollment aé Gyril guit school during
1836~19387 to 1937-1938. These schools sulffered the greabest percent of
losg durine the time covered by this study. Three and two-tentius perceant
nore boys then girls guit school. Four and one-tenth percent of the boys
transferred o other schools as compared to two and siz-tenths percent of
the girls,

4 totel of 775 boys and 810 girls were enrolied in the high schools
12 which $his study wae maede. Einety-cne boys and gizxty-nlve girls from

the different high schools were coungldered in this study.
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Pais study indicates some of the same things Foster had in mind when
Le mentioned economic pressure as a leading cause for dropping oub of
sehopl. This beins an ggriculiure distriet, with o morked fluctuation
in eron yields, heads of femilies often Tind thenselves laced with tem~
porary unemployment. This hos a two-Told effeet. First, in an effort
to econorize, many parenta fecl it necessery to take their ehil&:en oub
of school in crder $¢ save $Phe oxpense of books, transporiation cost,
lymch money and elothing. Seeondly, other parents allow their children
$0 drop out and pick cotbon for other farmers in order to help support
the farily.

This study shows that 15.3 % of the boys and 14.5
gave “nolb enocugh practical courses™ as one of the principal causes for
dropping out of school. Table ZIVII on "Subjects pupils indicated they
wanted but Gid not have sun opportunity to study while in school” indi-
cates why this is true. Tiftecn and three-tenths percent of the boys

desired aubo méechanics, hut none of the scheolas tanght this subject.

Yany of the boys toke up mechanieal work, yeobt they know very little

b

about mechanics, The smme holds trme in all the other subjests re-~

3

7y

lated to vocabional training. Along with this comparison, 11.8 ¢ of the

students expressed their reason for dropplng es belng dissatizfied with
subjects takaen. Soversl beachers expressed the belief that 1L wmore

proetical courses were offered, the holding power of the high school
would be greatly incressed. fTho stulents expressed the same opinion in
WARY CGABEH.

Az previously stated, sizbty-eipghv pereent of the girls who dropped

out vere married vwhile in achool or shortly after dromping out. Case

studics show thot many girls drop out of sehool, get narried and become



L
[&¥]
-

home makers. Yet three of the schools 8id not offer honme economios

b freshman apd sophonore years.

]

These scuools offer uonme coonomuics in €

P

Due to gearcity of egulpment and lack of roonm, givrls are oiten not en-

couraged to teke ihis course.

Sevon and five-tenihs percent of the students expressed a dislike

for school as their principal reason for dropping cub. It naturelly

This diglike greow out of meny things such asg failure, troubls with

school authorivics, or dislike for some particular subjecet or toacher,

Keller™ says, "Children lesve school for complex reasons, hud th@"\\\
i

-

a0t immortasnt ome is dislike for sechool, zmd

£
b

ialike for school grew

/
out of tho failure of the school to capbture interest clther becauase of i
L

\
)
the immediale pleosurabls gualitiess o woteatisl values®.
The ninth grade had the larpest pereent of students who 4isllked

x

gecheol, Fhis wmishit be expecited ingspuch as new courses in absiract sub-

It will be observed thst five and two-tenths percent of the boys and
21.5 % of the girls were listed ag having dropped oub becuuse of mar-
risge. Tris study dces ot ineclude = survey of the fastors thaet in-
e boye and girls to marry, but often one or more of the
factors that cause sindernts to dfop out of school nlay an important
part in influencing mervisgse. A lael of 1unterest in school and unheppy
home lLife lend meny o on sarly merriage.

o
]

A total of 47.4 % of the pupils in ‘icated that the school wes sl

feult,. Part of this could be expeeted due So the nabtweal inclinabion

1 3 N PR 4 " ¢
{aller s & Fo Gue. Git, s Do Fiio
A 5
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of anyone to blame someone else for his shortcomings. The fact that
large numbers dropped out of school for any given reason is not of mueh

value unless the contributing factors can be determined.

TABLE X.
Econamic and occupational status of the parents of pupils who
dropped out of school.

Occupation of :-

parents. : Number of pupils : _Percent of total
Farmers : 87 054.37
Relief (on) ‘ 100 62.5
Skilled laborers i 25 15.6
W. P. A, : 12 ' 13.1
Unskilled leborers 15 9.37
Professional ‘. 8 : 5.0
No information s :

4 ’ 2.5

Table X shows the various occupations of the parents of the delin-
quent students who have dropped out of sechool. Eighty-seven of the one
hundred and sixty students included in this study came from the farm.
This fact does not fully agree with a statement made by Dea:r‘, who says,
"ien in the non-labor types of employment, and those engeged in farming
and highly skilled work keep their children in school longer than do men
in other occupations.” The unusually low income of farmers in the area
ineluded in this study may account for the disagreement with Dear's

statement. Slightly more than fifty-four percent of the parents were

w
Dear, "Distribution and Persistence According to Parental Occupation
Represented in Secondary Schools of Michigan"™, Journal of Education
Research. Vol. XXVI, April, 1933, p. 631.



an,
farrmers. A larger percentage of drop-oubs camwe from the homes of

homes of unskilled laborers. The

Caxilled lahorérs
sarents of only five percent of the students were engaged in profession-
el purguits

The ¥, P. A, spoave employment Lo btwenby-cne of the parents, or
thirtesn nercsnt. Of the entire group, ineluding the farmers and un-
#illed laborers, sixty-twe and one-half percent were on relief.

“re following uprofessions were wrepresented: doctor, merehans,
ize dealer, filling stotion operator, cafe operator, and drugesist.

The interviews with parents revealed that many of them were as
disinterested as the students, because they did not think the subjects
tought vere of sufficlent imporianee to mwarrant the expense of sending
thelr ahildron on Shrough hilgh schoel,
the stuacnt, a factor over wiieh the school had
l1ittle o no comntreol, is of mejor importanee, Certainly a comfortable

N

ig more conducive to conscientious educational endeavors

than the broken, noverty-strilken one. This bable shows that s large

zercent of the drop-outs can be traced direetly to the home. Enlist-

sroy end pavy might be traced to the home. Telephone compun-

icatlion ig veory poor among part of the rursl nopulstion where this

shudy 1me made,  This mede it impossible for sehool authorities to get

in sopminicotion with sowe of the parents.



gL,

Home stavus Humber of pupils reent of total
Bovh perents 1liv~
ing tocether : 8o : 040
Broken home 69 45,1
Had no home 3 2.8

—
e

In o survey made by Counis

¥

, 1t wes found that eighiy-seven percent
| - ¢
of 21l normal students live at home wilth their parents. Only fifty-five

srcent of the pupnils ineluded in this study live b home with their
parents. Approximabely fopby-three percent are the unforiunate viciims
of hroken homes, with pavenis separated, and two cnd nine-tonths per-
cent have v homes other than those af “&fdeﬁ by relatives.

Zroken homes ineluled thoge vhere the
in some eages oune o bobth remarried, one or more parents deceased, and
where the parents were divorced snd nob reuarried. In a few cases, the
mupils took turn about livine with eseh parent and this ceaused a fre-
aquent chenge of school. This led bo dlecoursgement with school work
beeeuss no two sehools teach the game thing st the same time. In other
ecases, the girl would be keewing house for the father and helying to

raise other younser children.
=]

e

3, (. Sylvesber: v‘m‘ Seleetivs Chavactor of fmerican Secondary
tion, Educatlon 8
[

Ty
] Monograph, 0. 19, Ohicszo:  Uaiversity of
)“,'QQS, ;;Jm L
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TARLE ZIIT.

Seecisl adjustment of »uplls who droppned out of sehool.
;_ Socially sdjusted ; soorly adjusted
frrede 3 H : H
: fumber : Percent s Runber 1 Percent
: B ¢ : B ¢ : m ¢ : B G
Grade ©: 6 5 :6.5 7.8 i 5 6 : 5.5 8.1
Grade 10 ; 20 18 ;22.0 2540 ; 5 8 ;24.0 11.6
Grade 11 : 19 80 :20.8  50.0 i 13 5 :114.0 7.0
: s : :
Grade 182 1+ 0 5 t 6.6 7B 3 @ B 2 0 B,
H b4 H H
Fotal : Bl 443 158.9 0.4 1 40 &l 145,85  23.6

It is o difficult problem bo eveiuaste bthe =mocisl adjusiment of

punils who bave dropped out of school., Teachers and school exseutives

the

o]
[4]

heir schools,

C:‘

gocial adjustment of pupils ia i

of beachers mnd principels was used in wmaeking this

.

gtudy ol socisl adjugtnent. In ouly & very few cases was bthere any
disapgreenent. An atbempt wes nade to classifly the social adjusimend
of the pupils &s aﬁjust@d'and poorly adjusted. Table xII shows the
Pinal groupinge of the vupils on the basis of soelal adjustment. The

goginl adjustmens of pupils in the lower grades was more poorly adjusied

orobably beesuee nore gshudents

an earlier age. Teachers and

with sush students and the diseiplin

b0 drive the enild Irom school.
Seversl of these pupils listed ss poorly adjusted have come under the
jurisdiction of the sounty judge while three have served terms in state

imstivtutions ror covveciion, This tuble shows that 85.¢9 percent of the



he glrls who dropped out of sehool were

boys end 7.4 percent of

g

2

elassed as beving desirebls spoeial odjiustment.

Laura i, ﬁebsterﬁ made an intensive gtudy of the causes of delin~
guency iv one hundred Oklahoma City sehool ehildren, snd found #
only six percent of the hundred came from normal bomes. The other
ninety-Tfour perecent came from broken hames, with parents scparated, or
with ons or both parents dead, or with one or more sbep-parents. nihis
leads to the conclusion that a wvery large‘peraeﬁtage of the Gelinguency

of school ehildren czn be @efinitely traced to +he Goor of poor nawital

relations of the parents in the home. Dellnguency begiuns in tihw nome,®

e

6 EATIN ! = - de & 3
Yehater, Lexnrs M., Case Studies o One Hundred Delinguents, unpub-

lished thesig, University of Oklaboms, HNyrman, 1930,
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e falled by pupils who dropped cut of school.

: umber of pupils i Percent of total number
Subject H who failed, :_who dropped out of school

; B G 7 : B G T
Failed in : : H
all subjscts 1 18 16 28 1 14,0 14.4 13,7
English : 28 9 87 : 30.7  15.0  23.2
Algebra . 23 3 Bl : 5.5 11.6  18.7
History ; 17 v 24 i 18.6 10.1 15.0
Composite Eath; a8 18 20 i 8.8 17.4 12.%
Gen. Sci. : 6 8 4 i 6.6 11.5 8.7
Ceometry ; 4 5] 9 i 4,1 7.1 5.6
Civies s 1 & i B3 1.4 2.5
Agrienlturs : 2 0 2 : 2.8 O 1.2
Diology ; 1 0 1 ; 1.0 © ]
Enanish i i 1 2 i 1.0 1.4 1.2
Typing ; 1 1 2 i 1.0 1.4 1.2
Pub. Speaking ; i 0 i i 1.0 g .6
Phyaics i G 1 1 i ¢] l.4 B

out of sehool by

Faillure to meke passing grades was given es @ cause for droyping

2 numbsr of boye and girls., Others listed dissatis-

faetion with the grades received sz a causs Tor discontinming atiendance

at scheol, ¢

€1y

s ¥1XI shows there wasg a total of fwentyv-two boys and

rirls who vere ceouplete failures in =11 subjects. Thirty seven, or

25.8 percent of all the pupils comnsidered failed in Engiish. Alzebra,

with tnirty-one follures, sud hlstory, with tweniy-four fallures, seem



=
~NJ‘ .

to be $he mﬂut diz”‘cul% or nost uninteresting subjocts obher than

Ynglisgh. It is interesbting to note there were ouly one-third zs meny

>
Fad

giris ag ‘cys to fall English. In gencral scisnce and composibe meth-

watics thaere were more pirls than boys who folled, The fewest fail-

ures were in the more nracticsl subjeectz. No fallures were listed im
home economics and only two were listed in agriculture. The Fact that
no students failed in homs economics and only two in agriculture sug-

geabs the advisability of providing more practieal courses.

TABLE XIV.

Age and grade level of pupils who dropned cut of school

a 3 H : H H 3 H : .
hane : : 34 s 15 ¢ 16 s 17 ¢ 18 : 19 : 2G5 2l 3 Tobal
- o. . E) o v - v . -
» » ¥ - * - [ s ] -
Grale 9 : 52 &2 ¢ 3 ¢« & @+ 2 y 1 : ¢ : H 11
t G 2 ¢+ B : B ¢+ 2 % H : : : 11
sy 4 2 B8 ¢+ B o3 4 3 1 g H 3 o A
L3 * * L[] * El * £l [ 3 a
a E ] - * & k] * R 3 S »
Grade 30 ¢+ 2 L 3 7 213 ¢ B 10 0+ B 14 : 42
r Gy 1 ¢« B o ¥ :+ 3 ¢+ B 2 5 H H 26
Ty 2 03 S 220 @ 6 18 v 13 - s H BE
% : : : ' $ : H H :
Orade 311 2 B : PR A T - M S A S - H : 32
3 G : : 1 o: 7 9 B 3 : : 25
T : : 2 181 :18 16 : ! 2
L) - * L] * > ” L] * -
L] Qv - » o » > & L3 ®
Grade 13 ¢ 3 : z : : L S NP S N <Y
r 3 : : : s 1 1 3 2 -3 7
A H : : S A - - S S T 13
E] - - & - - . » i - L3
- I3 » - L] - ] - B »
Total ¢t B 5 10 o+ 1% 19 ¢ BO O MW ¢ 4 ¢+ 1 oL
A A T 110 12 + 18 1+ 14 : 3 0+ B e 68
r Ry B ¢ IV 31 027 1031 BB 3L 0« ¥ o 3 2 160

Retardation nas always been regarded as & major cause in the
elimination of boys and girls from school. In checking Table XIV it is
Tound that of the twenty~btwo ninth grade failures, four were fourteen

-

vears of age, eizht werc Iifteen, five were sixtisen, four were seven-



%.

teen, and one was eighteen. The tenth grade failures vary in age from
fourteen to nineteen. The largest number of any age group was the
twenty who were sixteen years of age. The lowest age for the eleventh
grade failures was sixteen, and the highest, nineteen. Seventeen years
was the average for the largest group in this grade. Of the twelfth
grade drop-outs, the ages vary from eighteen %o twenty-one. The largeat
group of twelfth grade failures was twenty years of age. The totals in
this table reveal the fact thet boys and girls dropped out in largest
numbers from the ages seventeen to nineteen. The largest single group
was found to be eighteen years of age. ”Altudymdabrarrl? of the
age and grade distribution of high school pupils in the wheat and
cotton section of Oklehoma indicated that 14 years end six months to

15 years and five months was the normal age distribution for the ninth
grade, TFifteen years and six months to sixteen years and six months
was the apparent normal age distribution for pupils in the 10th grade.
The ages for eleventh grade renged from sixteen years and six months

to seventeen years and five months. The twelfth grade age distribution
ranged from seventeen years and six months to eighteen years and five
months,.”

Table XIV shows a normal correlation with Orr's findings for the
first three years in high school. Table XIV indicates that the pupils
in the twelfth grade were over age when compared with Orr's findings.
The fact that the twelfth grade pupils in this study were over age may
be due to the financial conditions of the parents. The older pupils

Ozrr, Don, Thesis, A C tive Study of Vocationel and Non-Vocational

in Twenty Oklahoma Sghiools in Maintaining Departments of
Tpoatlonal Erisulture 932, . 99-100,




AN
years

'y

nils

8

h sehool

Possibly a

Py

earn a living.
he nuwiber of

T

s,

Lo

Fh1

w,

whieh shows that 22 pu

does not &

iy

to take an extra yvear in hig

00l .

ool to help

13

igh sel

is indieated in Table XIIT “Subjects failed

n

e

TABLE XV.

% of school¥,

this siud

P

-

jed ou

in h
made by pupils who dropped ocub of school.

rere required

ki

Houever,

rept out of se

¥

1

seniors

L

Tallures.
Avarzge varks

i

.

gue

H

are frequently

few of th

Q
, ° a Woe s 8
e O i . [ F
B oo o4 e mo] o » . » M O o 8 W
: ~ D a 2 & f g,
| s Y B I = |
) Q [0 i [ 45
wR WKL P WG we €% ap a% %% ag aa Fr a¥ e® % A 46 48 44 44 wa o9 ga OF =3 1 's) &
! — ] © g 2 ¥ 3
A Al
B o o ~HOo oo mo .y . [ TR ) £ w
2 = Q 'y = s
-p - f O Q.w g
: L eP G aw %e w3 a% SH gy G625 35 84 Y pi & B% oy g S% oa ap % o .M....__ m .nn
=2 - s
R 4 ~4 4 &
Al oo o own we @wnl on % . Bow o
o Y - o) 0 w4 3 bq m
.. G2 <2 2 CON B . =
FE O UTLes 4k Ak Ha ma wR ST aE &% 40 we ad T HE up BT 46 s S¥ se we &P =53 = o
1 @ o 208 o T 8
D D Wl et el sy g e 3 d ¢ &4 o M
- A o ) o I T =
I ~ i [ e 5
TP am w3 tr mh ek % aa ws 4e ak #v TV ke ed $0 e g be ¥v aa o By &N Goq ]
s | & 4% 28
. . e s 4=
D] @< oOw o< O oW ww . » s © Q@ 44
i r ; T3 e p 00 i =) L) [
. oww & £ 2 o wd )
PO ga MR 54 Ga ek 94 we wa ar g8 an- %F ye se a3 ey as wn on we 28 B ) o ﬂq
! N ) 4 B S
@ A - e @4 o e v a & o &2 7
[Es M) £ 51 =y o]
i i 6] = Q 3]
S8 PP A6 4y w9 T ak $E A% am a% LA @8 me W8 AN aw % g 4% e% VR sy o3 4 m ﬂ 54
062 @ 3 S B ° 8
p Hy Je £} @ =
Al - mm et el O e " g @ 8 9 '
DO | ] -
o r4 0 B o -
®3 as ax N4 e be T am cw 43 an -...w FE s 8 AT e gs 4F 49 3a ¥O . B fned _V- 4
i M 0 o) 3 4 u mw
DU G- OH 0D oq ow ol . B & , .
” + A 9 2 .03
s wn H i e £ 4
A% ae a4 tE am e2 ST 4a w2 YT ae en YR 30 W 4B ge g4 e e pa 2 E: [ . : &
- < & 2 V] b
4 00 O HO O . e . ) f 5 o 9
] ~4 @ ol ,l« . e
». e b L& ) G@ 54
.“ “% 4e #a SV g B3 R0 pa BE BE 4% s Sk €3 ED T go A8 A8 sy AF G mu rd 4 Py |
. H 4 o o fur] .
MLy e £l frTs My M i W ﬁ m -
ee CUU 00 84 ug B3 46 ge % ga BE yu A% s bs Y A 1 Gw ue 3y 4v ek 5] 3 ,_U [1)] A
: 4+ @ & P
o] o 4 53 Q [5] ) %] ot
~ v 4 4+ 43 &~ 2 4 Bt}
) = i et Uy A1 ©
i) @ © O -3 » - O ® o
T 3 w3 %) [ie} [3) (AR T] (3] < & &
@ ] @ @ 42 ] £ 6 g a2 ot
il £4 o M o o] O 4 ) 9 & K]
] i 5 e B 4 e e WD @ =



wey. The total percentage was figured the same, excepting the number

of boys =2nd zirls was added before figuriag lhe

It is interesbting to note that only two students of the 160 made
I A, vhile three made an average mark of A-. The iwo

made by a boy in the eleventh grade and a girl in

The largest number of failures was in the ninth
grade. The totol mmber of failures was the same for the tenth and
eleventh grodos. Pive fallures were shown in the bwelfth grede. Thyee
of these wsre boys. 0ODe of these boys got married before leaving
school. Another one had itrouble with the principel, and the third boy

vl pehool on gccount of financial condition in the hous.

There wag g tobtsl of Torty~five boye andl cirls who hud a € mark, whiech

‘1

seens Lo be about the averape grade in these high schools. There werse
seventesn boy failures in comparisen o six glrdl failures. Since this
ig a cobbon =zection if avpears that these boys missed too much school
on aceount of cobtion picking and wers unable to return in time Lo cateh
p. Perenls have indicsted, through personal interview, that tiey

would rabher keep the hoys bhan girls oult of scheol,

This table indicates that 18.7 pereent of the boys and only 8.%

2

percent of the girls failed in all subjescts. + shows that 33 percent
of the hovs made an average prade of €, while 21.7 pereent of ithe girls
made the gsme grade. Only one and one-tenth percent of the boys and

one and four~-tenths percent of the girls made A marks. Twenly and two-

P

thes nercent of the girls made B marks, whils only five and five-

N _\'
tenthy nercent of the boys made the sane marks.
The total percent takes in both the boys and giris and shows the

-

percent in each mark., O0Of the 160 pupils studied, 14.3 pe

@
P
&
‘5"‘;
=
vy
@
'—l
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e
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all subjects., Only 1.2 percent of this number msde a maxk of A. One

and elght-btenths percent made a mavk of A-. Twenty-eight percent of

the total mmber of pupils studled made an average grade of .

TABLE XVI.

Zank in order of ue"°entage of pupils who dropped oufb.

Reason for s Boys ! Glrls : Tot
dropping outb, H H 1 H : percent.
t Ko : Percent ¢ No. i Pereent :
Not enough practleal: : : : :
COUTSes. : 15 T 8.3 ¢ 10 s 14.5 s 15.6
Harried. : & L4 5.8 : 15 : Sle3 : 12.5
Dislike for gsubject : 10 ¢+ 10.¢ : 3 s 13.3 + 11.8
Finapeisl help &t : 2 : : H
hone H 15 v 10.9 : B H 5.7 : 10,0
Bistike for achool K4 N : 5 : 7.8 : 7.5
Teo meny reguired H 3 H : :
subjects~-not : H H : H
enouszh electives, b 5 3 5.2 ¢ 6 8.7 : 5.9
Discinline. H 8. : 5.2 H 3 H 4.35 3 5.0
Dissatisfied with H H H :
arades. : 5 : 6.6 ¢+ & 4,35 = 5.6
‘3 |
47

In Table ¥VI sre listed the reasons glven by ﬁhe pupils and parents, for
ghudents leaving school.' The largest perceabtage of students gave "ot
enough praetical courses” as the reason for quitting school. Rleven and

ight-tenths percent gave dislike for subjects as the basle cause. lar-
riage was given as a reason for guitting echool by 12.5 percent. Other
studies similar to this lisgt laek of financisl suppvort zi home as the
rain cause for elim » but of the 160 pupils, only sixteen, or

ten percent listed this as a major causc.



Dislike for school in general was glven by twelve studenta

veanon for quitbing, dissatisfaction with grades, nine, disgcipline
eight, and cleven listed too many recquired subjests as the cause for

In toe Pirst two vears, high sehool pupils are re-

t2 new and uwnfemiliar to them, Letin, algebra,

-

of
> pany giudents ave unable to see the velue of then.

It fellaus that they becone discouraged and guit.

i
W o



a1,
Da TLS TUDICATED THEY WATED ZUT DID K0T EAVE AW QPPORTUN-
BALE I SGI00L.
PLBLE INII.
Subjeets puplls indieated they wanbed duit &id not havo un opporiun~-
ity to study while in school.

{
o el
:
H

Girls

L Boys

Sutject ’ : T :
o 1 Yumber @ Pereent Muzber i  Percent
Hone outsbanding H 14 : 15.3 : 55 3 36,8

: H : :
Au chanies : 14 : 5.3 : :
Machine shop : 15 : 16.4 : :
Caprpentering : 9 : .G t :
Beauly parlor work : : 15 1 B1.7
Home ecounomies : : H 6 : 8.7
Farming : 9 : .9 : :
Salesmanship : 3 3 e : 7 r 10.0
Cleaning-preagsing B 4 Gad : 1 H 1.4
: : : :
Bakery ? 2 : Sei H 2 : 3.0
H : H :
Bookkeeping H 3 : 540 : :
4 H H H
Butchering : 2 : 2.8 4 3
Printing : 1 : 1.1 : 3
Barhering t 5] : 5.5 : :
: : , : :
Phosonraphy : : «1 : & H 3.0
Heid service H : : 9 : 13,0
: : ; :
Yoevnual training : 4 : 4.4 : :
Zefinssy work : a : 2.2 : :
Hursing ' : : 1 s 4
Art : 3 : 3¢ : i : 14

i
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Subjects pupils indicated they wented but did not heve an oppor-
tunity to study while in sehool are listed in Table XVII. Many of
these students indicated no particular interest. ¥Fifteen and three-
tenths percent of the boys and 36.2 percent of the girls expressed no
particular interest in any line of endeavor. Fifteen and three-tenths
percent of the boys wanted auto mechanies, Fifteen percent of the
girls were interested in becoming beauticians. Machine shop work was
second choice with the boys, closely followed for third and fourth .
choice by carpentry and farming. Third and fourth choices among the
girls were salesmenship and home economies. The table shows that boys
and girls who drop from school do not indicate an interest in profes-
sional work of high type. Not a single pupil expressed an interest in
the ministry, the medical or teaching profession. They were interested
in the things of life with which they are more closely associated.
Many of them are following in the footsteps of their fathers and

mothers.
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FUPILS VO QUIT SCHOOL.

The vocabtlons followed by pupils who dropped oub of school.

* - .
. . L
4 Grade 2 :
VYocations : : : : H Potal sPercent of all
P ¢ 2 10+ 11 : &3 :
H : : : H :
Compionz labor ¢ 6 @ 183 : 8 1 2 ae H 18,1
H t 3 : 1 $
Farming 112 ¢ ¥ 4 3y B 35 H 21,8
: : : H H :
Home makers : 4 + 15 : 10 : 14 43 % 26.9
: H 3 t $ :
Jlerking L 1 = 3 = i ¢ 5
& * w ® - &
] P2 1 By By e % : 3475
» £l o, Y L »
I A A a3 : L.z
H : : : 3 :
Hairdressing ¢ --— 13 =~ 1 == 1 : 6
3 : : 3 :
Army HEE A e i : &
: 3 : H : 1
Unemployed : 12 : 14 : 16 ¢ 10 : 44 : 6.8

A Therouph investigation was made of the occupatlons followed by
the 160 pupils vho dropped ocut of school and 4id net return, The ocou-~

pations or vocatlous Tollowed by these former pupils are showi: in de-

ct

ail in Table XVIII. Twenty-gine, or 18.1 percent, of these voung

people were employed as comuon labor. This was intervreted to mesn

any kind of work whieh any ordinary man canG( tuagi; any previcus
training or experience, , o et

Farming was followed by t’hd;‘sy-vgfwe, cr :1.1 mrcgm; estliga-
tion revealed that racmcdmy :El thiese boys hadoéareﬁjtouoéfﬁeo ofivecl on

farma., The teuth grade showed the largest number of drop-oubs engaged

in ferming., The majerity of the boys remeined st home Yo help their



iitional land, or sstablished homes of their
s that this is Ghe most fordunate group of the drop-
socense nost of bthenm know enough aboubl farming

>3

ave food, shelter and some elobhilng. Forty-three of the six tJ~mine
2ipls listed theiy cceunation as that of hougsewife. Hauy of these
were narried at the time they lelt school, ané the largest xumber of
then were in the benth grade. Other occupations claimed but few of
these yowy people. The larvgest group wes made up of the unemployed,
Twenty-six and iwo-tenths percent of the 160 are in the unemployed
elags, Peraaps they couwld be included in the common labor elass, bub
they are too irregular for that. Tne only group thal seoms to be show-

ing some advancexsut iz the farming group. It is mede up of boys who,

shey have dropped gub of the regular schedule of classes, sre

in touch with the school through the FFA and similar organiza-

tinns that cneoursge bebber farning.



TABLE XIX.

Yearly income of pupils who dropped out of school.

Number : Average salary ;Pement of total
3 Boys :drop-outs.
1 v f1200.00 6
3 s. 500.00 1.8
4 ’: 300.00 2.5
3 : 240.C0 : 1.8
3 : 200.00 : 1.8
2 : 150.00 : 1.2
9 : 100.00 : 5.8
21 less than : 100.00 : 13.1
45 no stated income : f 28.2
:
: Girls ¢
4 less than : 100,00 : 2.5
65 no stated income ‘ 40.1

Since a large mumber of students drop out of school with the in-
tention of securing immediate employment, tempted by the opportunity
to earn money at once, it is interesting to note how their plans

worked out. A large number of boys in Cement sehool had an opportun—

ity to drop out of school, and start working in oil fields.

Perences with the prineipal they stated that they would probably be

engaged in that type of work all their lives, and that they had rather

be earning money now than wait until gradustion from high sehool.

Table XIX shows the annwal income of pupils who dropped out of
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school, Oue oud of the 160 is now drawing e salsry of §1800 or nore
apnuelly, Tour of the 160 are averaging $300 per yesr, and 110 have

oo atebed income. Hixty-five of these are merried glrls and have no

ineone soparate frem thelr husband's. Only four girls had an incaome

]

O

wiich was less than cepe hundred deliars a yoar.

Binty-eight aad three~tentha percenit of all the students who quit
sehool were earning nothing at all except the bare necessities that
were provided in rebturn for‘their gtayving on the farm ané doing the
work of a hired men, or a kitchen maid. The exceplion to this iz the

morried womsn who is helping maintaln a home.

TABLE XX.

The marital relations of pupils who dropped out of school.

* *
: Boys : Girls
'] » » -
- -« - =
:_ Number t Percent : Humber : Percent
: H ’ k4 :
Yot parried H 70 : 77 8 3 &8 H 31.9
: : H :
Farricd H 21 H K350 H 4% s 63.1
Harried with children B H 8.8 2 34 H 50,0
» ‘. » x®

Table IX 1s o swumary of the marital relations of the sbtudents
considered in this sbtudy. Seventy of the 21 boys were vnmarried, 21
were married, and eight have childﬁen. T#e gbudy also showed that two
had heen married bub were now divorced. Only 28 of the 6% girls were
not merried. Forty-seven were married, thirty-four have children, and
there were no cases anoug ithe young women included in this reﬁort
vhose merrisges have been dissolved. Sixty-eight percent of the girls

were married, as compared to ouly 20.¢ percent of the boys. Another

]
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¥ron this table the following conclusions may bo resched: Girls

are three times as likely to moryy shortly aliter thelr dropping out of
school as the boys are. Neny of ther acitually nayry velorye lsaving
sekool, inteniing to continue, but & very sunll percenbtage graduate.
Approxirately V2 pereent of the married girls have already had one or
noere children, whils only 42 percent of the married boyz have begun
raising a fanily. This micht indicate that the girls had merried men

.

whoe were in an yere the boys who

&

more stable linancial condition %
hed dropped out and merried. Of sll the cases mentiouned in buls study,
there are only two ingbarces of marriages between students who droppsd

ot of school. ’



CHAPTER III.
CASE STUDIES.

In order to have a more definite understanding sbout some of the
individuals involved in this study, the writer offers case studies of
twenty-five boys and twenty-five girls, segregating the boys and
girls by grade, Some of the more interesting ceses are given in de-
tail.

After compiling the list of students who Mtimd attendance
at school during the period studied, the writer interviewed these
cage students in order to obtain a complete history of their cases.

If the integrity of a particular student was questionable, the infor-
mation about him was obtained either from his parents, or from some of
his teachers.

The I.Q. was not available for these boys and girls. Students
with a C rating were classed as “"average", those with a B or better
were considered "above average", while those who did not average a €
grade were listed as "below average”". This rating does not necessarily
mean that the student was rated on his ability, because the home con-
ditions were not taken into consideration in giving this rating in
school work. BMany good students have a low rating because of home en~-

virooment or financial eonditions.

FRESHMAN BOYS.
A--Age 16. A wag not interested in school work. He was always &
disciplinary problem while in school. His father is in the insane
agylum. Hig mother had to work hard to support the large family left
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in her care. A wanted to be a printer. He dropped out of school and
went to CCC camp. His mother was unsble to direct him. He quit school
because he was not interested in teking the required subjects. He
failed in all subjects.

B--Age 15. B's school work was below aversge. His parents were
on relief. They kept him out to help farm. This caused B to become
discouraged with school work. He had always been interested in axrt.
Most of his time at school was spent in drawing. He felt as if this
talent could be developed with proper training. He did not have the
home assistance to go ahead with school work.

C—-fge 16. C was below average in school work. He came into the
9th grade, along with two others, as a special student. His pearents
were average farmers so far as means wers concerned. The mother felt
that the boy could never be in the wrong. He lacked the desire to
attend class regularly. He was suspended from school because of too
many absences, but his mother got him re-instated. Soon after this he
was in poliee court, charged with larceny, but escaped a sentsnce when
the persons bringing the charge refused to prosecute, due to pleadings
and promises from the mother. He seemed to do better for a while but
was soon back in police court. This time he was charged with robbing
a local cafe. C was confined for four weeks, at the end of which time
he received a suspended sentence. He dropped out of school and went to
CCC camp. His folk put him in eamp in order to keep him out of jail.
At the present time he seems to be meking a fine record in CCC.

D--ige 17. D vas a wayward farmm boy. His pavents were unable to
direet him. He was a habitual user of tobaceo snd liguor. FHis school

work was below average. He was interested in auto mechanics and liked
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to work on cars. The parents were on relief. He quit sehool because

he wey not interested in the gsubject mabiver offered. He left home and

3

is now geeking employueut elsevhere. He assoeiates with bed company
snd lg nob interested in church work.

Be-fge 20. His schocl work was below average. §e gbayed out of
school vhyee years anud then declded to re-enter., The work he ¢id in
ithe grades was poor and he enbtered high school on sondition. Hi
Tather was « cavpenter and was on reliel most of the time. The par-

Es »

hand b bulchering

«i

8

ents wanbted this boy to ngle gosd., & wvas & goo
and worked at this trade for two years until his employer left btown.

E ecould not do the required work iun school and dropped out as a ¢om-
plete failure, He desired to be a carpenter and would have nade good
if ke eould heve lewrned the carpentery trade. He is pnow working with
his father at odd carpenter jobs. He ig a very likeable boy.

Fumidge 16, F was aﬂatfew.wﬁ§ﬁard form boy. iz parenis were nob
able to direct him. His school work wags below average, Ke vas in-
tereated in carrenter work and eould have made good slong this line.
School worl did nmot interest him. He disliked algebra, Enslish and
history, but was very zmuch inbterested in vocational agrieuliure. Ie
daocided Lo guit school and go to Californla. He hitch-~hiked his way
out there in five days. The change sgreed with hin and he went o work
on o ranch and nas bheld that job for over & yeoar. He seems to
naking zood and sends money to his parents each month. This helps his
parents to keep off relief most of the time.

G-—~hge 16. This boy wms not interested in school because he had

i

to tale mathomatics and hisSory., He is a brother to #U%, He liked

- N

piay Tootball, basketball, and other forms ol atlletics rather

ct
G
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tion attend elacs. He associeted with bad company and was linked
severzl times with pettyr robberies around town. ¥He seemed to be con-
sbuntly iu trouble with the law. This boy wes very smart and guick
%o learn., Excessive sbsences coumsed him to withdraw. e wanted to
learn the ¢leaning and vressing business and is now working at that
job. Te ig very nmannerly ané gentlensnly. His employver thinks he is

gn exeellent worker. ¥e will probebly never go back to school.

N GIRLS

A--Age 17. Her parents ave livimg on a fami apnd are on relief.
This girl is very abtiractive. She had average ability in school work
and took the regulay Freshman courss. 7The desire to bocome a beaubi-
cian esused A to drop oubt of school while in the ¥4h grade. A thought
it would take too long te mo through hiph school. She attended =
beauty school for some time and was getting slong quite well., She
fell in love and will soon be married. She keeps company with & good
farm boy.

B--Age 17. This girl had average ability in school work but did
not zpply herself. She was interesited in boys and preferred soccial
gctivities rather then study. Her parents were unable to control her
because she stayed in bown and went to school. They lived on a farm
quite o distance from the school bus line, B contracted a venereasl
disease, but continued to be interested in boys after being treated by
a doctor. B became pregunant and married. She is now living on a farm
with her husband. ‘They have one child and are on relief.

O--Age 17. Her school work was below average. 7The parents were

on relief. She was more interested in boys than in school work. She
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was a diseiplinary problem in schoeol and her pavents were uﬁable to
direct her. She wag interested in becoming a2 begutician and wanted to
nake it her profession. Finances at tome were Loo limited for her %o
train for this type of work. € took the regular high school course
but was not indercsicd in the reculred subjects. She married and is

liviag on a ferm with her hmsband. They have one child and are on

now

&

relilef,

D--Age 16. Her school work was above average. Her parents were
in average circumsiances. They wanted her bo stay in sehool but she
dropped oubt Yo marry. She d4id mot lack very much reculred subject
npetier. £he iz well respected by her Triends.

Be-fige 16. I vas above average ability in school work but made a
conplete fallure. The reason was lack of interest in school and too
much intereost in boys. Her parents are separated. Her father is work-
ing in Texas snd her mother is working in @ hotel. Since her parents
were not at home to direet her she started drinking, smoking, and
associating with bed company. Nome of the family btook sny interest in
cturelh work and there were several in the femily.

P--Age 16, The mother is dead. T lived with velatives. She was
below averzge in school work. She enbtered high school on condision.
Her work in the grade sehiool was VEry pou. She assocleted with bad
compenions snd quib school o give birth $o an 1llegitimate ehild. She
is now on W.P.A. to sapport the chile.

Gm-fza 7. Hor gehool work was below average. She failed in
algebra. Yhe nerents were nobt able to diveel her thinking into the
rizght chemnel. G &id not iike the Teguired subject mnztter and dropped

out to gpot marveied. She is now living somewhere in the oll fields



with her husband who is four years her senior.

SOPHOMORE BOYS.

A-—Age 18. A was below average in school work. His work in school
turned out to be a complete failure. A was alert and quick to learn
but did not apply himself. He did not become interested in the re-
quired subjects. His father was an oil field worker. The boy asso-
ciated with bad companions and got into trouble with the law. He was
convieted of larceny eand spent over & year in the pemnitentisry. He
was interested in learning the barber trade and followed it in prison.
He may turn out to be a good citizen. He says that he has learned his
lesson. He is now back on the farm and seems to be making good.

B--Age 17. His school work was below everage. He did not become
interested in school. His parents are dead. He lives with his grand-
parents and does about as he desires. He is interested in auto mech-
anice. He is living on a farm and is farming for his grand-parents.
He is not greatly interested in faming and is trying to get started in
the garage business.

C--Age 17. ©C was sbove average in school work. He made passing
grades in all of his work. The parents are separated and the father
lives in Kansas. The mother lives in Oklahoma. He lives a part of
the time with each parent. Travelling so much gave him the idea to
travel. C may re-enter school mext fall. He is a very likeable boy.
A broken home caused this boy to lose interest in school work.

D--Age 18. The father menaged a grocery store. D wanted to see
the country. He left school and went to California. His school work

was above average. He was interested in auto mechanics and probably
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would have stayed in school could he have studied this and nothing else.
D bought a ecar and spent considerable time working on it. He is now
married and working in his father's store. His present interest is in
supporting his family.

E--Age 18. E was not encouraged by his parents to go to sehool.
His father had poor health and kept him out to do the work. This
caused the boy to become discouraged with his sehool work. E was a
member of a large femily and was one of the oldest children. He was
mechanically inclined and would have liked to take up mechanics. This
boy had a good character and was well liked by all who kpmew him., E
ranked below average in his school work due to home conditions. He now
stays at home and works hard. He hopes to re-enter next fall, but home
conditions de not look very favorable.

F--Age 18, This boy's mother is dead. The father re-married. He
lives with his sister and her husband. He was not mumeh interested in
school work. He thought there were too many regquired subjects and not
enough electives. He had average ability in school work but did not
apply himself wvery much. The records show that he failed English and
mathematics. Hg was very mueh interested in voestional agrienlture.

His average was "B" for two years in vocational asgriculture. He attends
church regularly and is well liked by all of the boys.

G--Age 17. The father is dead. The mother is living in Oklahoma
City. This boy is staying with his sister and going to school. His
school work shows exceptional ability. He says that he 1s not interest-
ed in college preparatory courses. He likes mechanical work and wants
to learn a trade. Mathemetics was hard for him and he failed algebra.

He may re-enter school next fall., EHe wants to attend school where he



cen learn a trade.

H--Age 17. His parents eould not direet him. He had leakage of
the heart and was humored because of 1ll health. He was a constant
diseiplinery problem while in school. He had average ability but due
to so many abgences he was requested to quit school. He drove his
father's car and had three wrecks. In the last car wreck his mother's
neck vms broken and she is on the verge of death. He shot at his
father and brother and was judged insame. He was paroled on aceount
of his invalid mother.

I--Age 20, The father 1s dead. His mother does laundry for a
living. This boy could not hold a job on account of his quiek vemper.
He drank a great deal and associated with bad company. He quit school
when he becsme too old to play basketball, His school abillity was
below average. He was interested in mechanics and wanted to work in a
garage. The entire family is on relief.

J--Age 17. This boy was oversize for his age. His school work
was below average ability. He s=aid that he was not interested in
college preparatory courses. His school work was a complete fallure.
He associated with wrong company end contracted a venersal disease.

He dropped out of school to take treatments.  He is now working in a
£1lling station and is making good. He says that he is glad he learned
his lesson while young. His employer says that this boy is an ex-
cellent worker.

K--Age 18. The father and mother are separated. The boy 1is liy-
ing with his mother. He was & member of a large family. His school
work showed average ability. He was interested in mechanics and car-

pentry. He did not like college preparatory courses and dropped out
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of school because he had Yo teke them. Lack of laterest caused him
to quif school and ke is now in the CCC.

L-=ige 18. The poronts were nov able to dirvect this boy. e wng
a disciplinary problein in scthool. He got into trouble with & teacher
because of diseipline and was reguesteld to quit school or take a
whipping., He quit and has uot returned. He ls greztly interested in
mechanical work and would likely mske good in this line. His schocl
work was sbove average ability.

M~--Age 17. This boy came from a good fanily. He was interested
in school the Tirss year buit dropped oult The second year., He becane
more ianterested in girls then in school. His work the second year
wag a ¢oiaplete fallure, IIis school abillity was above averags., e
wag very mueh intevested in mechonical work. He got meryried during

his second ysar in school and is now working at o@d jobs o support

himself and his family.

SOPHOMORE G

A--Bize 182, Ths parents of thif girl were poor farmers, They
did act scen %o ble to munage so as o allow their ohildren any
privileges. They rzisel cotbton end kept this pirl out of school to
pick ¢oblor. She migged so much that che hecame discoursged. This
girl book the rerular sophonore ccourse while in schogl, 8he liked
nome eeononics, buit 4id net like methemetics and history. She wanted
L besmficlian. Fipanelsl circumstances wonld not permit her fo
zo ou wits this work. £he guil school to get married and never in-

i

tends bo re-snior. She and her hughand are living on = farm and have
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Be=foe 17, The novenits of this girl were on relief, Ther lived

"

on g feri and were average eoblon fermers., This girl 41d average

gchool work, Zhe 414 no®t fail any subjoct and 4id not express a dis-

cheol. Her parenis did not seem abls
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to dipect her properly. She began going with Dove while very young and
auit schoel to get merried. Sbhe 1g the mobther of one child and
living on & faym with her bugband. They are well respected cltizens,
Oe-fge 17. The only subjeet failed in hish sehivol by this gird
was olvics. Her ability in sehool work was average. She was not dip-
seted properly by her parenbts. At an early age she started keeping
company with boys. 0 guit school to get mervisd, She and her husband
are living ot the edge of Cement and he works ﬂﬁ the W.P.A. They nave
ong ehild znd are respected citizmens,

Be-fpe 16. Ier mother is dead znd the Tather rewarried, She and

pith home viromaent, caused her to guit school. She hold aversge
ability in school work and the only subjeet she Tailed was alsebra.

T éoez not plan to re-snber scheool. She is working af Lhousewerk in
private homes. She hap the respect of the enbire corpmmnibty end is an

Py

ardent church worksr.
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EB--Age 15, This is a Hexlean girl in poor financial ciroumstances.

ller perents are on relief. She desired to be 4o personsl mald and is

working at odd times in privale hormes. Fer seliool work was below
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average, I
Toreed this girl to gul
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Pewfpe 17, This glrl 4id nod leern very foet. She cansed the

sehool principsal mueh congern with her indiffereuce toward reguler



avbendauce. Hgwever, the home enviromment was mone too geod. The

v the girl 4id not have many gool clothes

o

gpending noney. Soe quld school and iz stayive at home. Her

live an o cobbon fara.

G--fge 16, This pird wes above average in school work. She did
not 011 sny subject abd vas well respeclted by her classmates. The
weronts were on relief, She desired to be a saleswowman, but 4id not
hove the opportunilty to develop this desire. She hed a pleasing per-
gonality and wes very neut in her dress. She got marrvied soon after

>

dronning out of achocl, ¥er husband works in the oil fields.

JUNIOR BOYS

A-~fige 18, This hoy is from & brokea home. s mother lives
seversl miles from hiz father and this boy takes turn about Living
with ench, Loth parents heve re-married. The boy's work in school
was average. Re desires 3o be a barber and works st this trade eubting
other boya' hair. Althoush living on a faim, le does not like farm
work. The only subjeet in which he failed in high sehool was history.
Poor financial cireumstances czused this boy to drop oubt. He is now
working at common labor.

Bewfge 18, B failed in algebra and English. His school work was
average. The parente did not seem able to direct this boy. His fTather
was a bootlegper and nabturelly the boy ran around considerably. He
gult sehool end joined the GCC. He has re-inlisted for the aescond tine

and seomg te like that line of work.

JUNICN GIRLS

ool student. Her school work

h Y ¥ e 2 @ Py
fre=dize 1. izl vas s Tery



sverage. She mwms no trovble either in sehool or out.

k) 2 T epe .t 3 1 (1) A . RN 33 [N
She gaid ret she riohit man® snd marrizd him., This was the

roascs for leaving school. Thsey are now 1iving
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fors and seem to be making good. She regaricd &8 laaler waong

1,

the farn wosn

Be-fpe 18. This is another girl of sbove average ability in scheol

I | s v o om0 w pen | ; R - . - - de D
TorkK. Sho an gutsbendine sbudent in meany yeswects. The giris

>

looked to her for leadership in schocl zctivities. Her chaoracisy was

=

shove guestion. &he quit sehool to get married. FHer husbhand works

O-~-Age 18, This girl comes fron s broken home. %he parents are

abel,  She lives with her mother. FHer fathor hag re-rmrried. The

rother worked out all the time and 4id not heve mueh time to propoerly
direet heor children., Ag @ result, this glrl hes done abovl g ghe
wlessed. She desired to be a saleswornan and took orders for zmall

Rad

articles &% Chrisbuzs $ine and on obher occasions. She fsiled in Zng-

iish snd expressed a diglike for it. Recenbly she weg secredly merried,

hut Iz sbill living with her pother. They are on vreliel.
D--fge 18, ler parents are on relie?, She Pailed in genszal
geisnce. Her school ork was shove average. She quli zchool te get

married. Her busbond ig e farmer. They have one child,

This girl demired bto study art.

* wo - + s 5 S 1 . L9 e P F PN oy o Ao F
sho would modze ool as an ariist. She weg not interested in

0 metelaony and guit to

bt

the recuired subjectz. ¥ became interested

i

e ore atress sbould Te placed on home econouice
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F--Age 18, This is a Pruant case. This girl sssociates with the
WLORE eoﬁpaﬁy and rung avound & grest deal, Her parents do not seon
able b0 gulds her properliy. Ixcessive sbesences csuset her te guit
school. Her school work is below average. Ghe porends ore separated,
They sre on veliel aud there is & large fanily,. She lives purt of the
time with each pareut. F Joes 1ot plag Lo re-enter schecl and is worke
ing &b odd jobs 1la privabte homes.

G--fge 13, The parvents are geparated. She keeps house for her

-

Tather. Fipancisl condibions, along with home euviromment caoused this
girl to drop oub. ey school work wos above the sverage. She hag nod

elven the school aiyy trouble and likes school work. This girl would

like 1o ve-cuber &shool.

WNICR BOYS

A==fpe 19, The parents were not able to direct this boy. e

o

lived on 2 form bub liked to spend nost of the time in town. Ile lives
naar Cyril. His father works at the refinery. This boy 4id not like
t et along with the teacher. He Tailed in

all le senior year. He was sseretly perried during

not announce the marrisgs witil the bvezinning
of the second senzabter. A ouit sohool bo make a living for his wife

o, *

safd fobvree fanily and is now working on a nilpe line. The parents were

very bitter towerd him for getbin

roupacted fenmilyr.

Ty FT A - LI s e - h . - e

JEE . Thip boy Cld average sohool word He benone too
AT TR ke wn® Yo v wepeepeoney ey ey T . a % * " Fe e ER .
Temilicr with e wuen begeher outside of elzss. A5 o resuls, he

cowdd not nod nlong with her in elnas. Teouble with ber in class caused
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him to quit school. He is now mepaging hig father's ilee plant and
earning $100.00 ver month with & prospect for an inerease in salary.

He hag alrendy been married twice. His parents wers unable fo direct
him nroperliy while young. 'Hé says that he is sorry for dropping out
of sehool but that 1t is boo labte to start again. He szdvises the
other students to stay in school until they finish.

Ce=-fge 1%, His father and mother are separsted. The boy could
not get along with his step—mother_sc he left home. He went to Califor-
niz and is meking good working with fruit. He sends monsy home to help

support the family which is on relief, His school work was aversge.

e

L\:‘ﬂh .x,O 24 4..._‘..\;:)
A-=lpe 18, This girl verried while she wms & Junlor. ¥er husband
is working in the oll ileld. She had nmore than eversse ehllitr in

tudents ard

[

gchool work. & lilzed school and wmeg well liked hy hoth

Ghe teakes an active in-

teacliers. She guil school ¢
terest in church work.
He=Bee 18, This girl lives om o poor ::amj nen and her poronts

says she will soon

(9]

raise cotton. 3 desires bvetter home conditions and
leave the farm to Live in betlter circumstances. She plans to work in
privaete homes in Oxlabome City. Her pavents avc rvespected cltizenm
gnd this girl will make good &8 & house-naid, Her scheol work was
ebove averege. B liked school, btut flnencial ciremstances caused her
to drop out.‘ She eould not dress as the other girls d4id,.

G=-ige 7. This girl desired Lo be a besubiclan, She failed in
history. She weos z very gulel uvmassuming girl of sversge high school

-

ability. The parents are on reliel. Fhe guit school to get married.
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She and her husband have one e¢hild and are living on a famm.

D--dge 19, This girl is from a iarge family, Her parents are
geparated., She did average high sehool work. The father drinks
heavily. Her mother teles in washing for a living. Finaneial
circumstances foreed her to drop out. She weas married soon after
dropplug out.
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SUITIARY

1. GENERAL STATEIINT OF PROCETURE.

The student mortaliiy of the Dive high schools studied has been
presented in this weport. The muwber who guit school, the reasons
for dropning oub, and the siatus of the pupils since gultting school
have been presented.

Winety-vne boys and sixty-nine girls “bio gquit high school during
the peried begianing with the lest semester of the school year
18551936 and contimuing through the first senester of 1837-38 were

considered in this ctrudy. The schools these boye and glrls attended

wepre Towent, Oyeil, Tletaher, Rush Errings, and Verden. A tobzl of

%5 boys and 810 zirls vere enrolled in the high schools in whieh

this study vas mede. The names of the atudents who dropped, thelr
ages, grades, schocl nunvks, and other informstlon whieh misght be of
velue, were secured fron the school records. Thirty-one more hoys
than girls were gtudied. 4 cuestlonnaire wes formulated and used as
& gulde in securing information sbout thesc pupils. The information

was secured through perscial interviews,

2. NUHIDTR AND PESCEUARES OF PUPILS THO QUIT SCHOO0L.

Transfers to other gchools *i:oe}é a totel of thirty-two boys and
twenty-one girls. Twenty-six boys Qmi thirty girle quit Cement High
School during the four secmesters covered by this st.udy. Gyril losi
thirteen boye and sixteen girls during the same pericd. Fleicher lost

fourteen boys and ben girls during the time considered in this study.

Rush Springs suffered a loss o f twenty-twoe boys and siz girls during
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the same time. Verden had sixteen boys and seven girls drop cut not
to re-enter another school, during the time covered by this study.

The percentages of those who quit were fairly uniform for each
of the schools during the two years studled. Forty-nine boys quit
school the first year and forty-two the second year. A total of
thirty-three girls quit school the first year =2s compared 4o thirsy-
six the second year. Twelve boys were transferred to other schools
the first year In comparison to twenty boys the second year.

Three and two-tenths percent more boys than girls guit school.
Four and one-tenth percent of the boys transferred as compared to
two and sixz-tenths percent of the giris.

There were twenty-two drop-outs in the ninth grade. Four were
fourteen years of sge, eight were fifteen, five were sixteen, four
were seventeen, and one was eighteen, The tenth grade drop-outs
varied In age from fourteen to nineteen, the lergest mmber of any
age group being the Uwenty sixteen-year-old students. The lowest age
for the eleventh grade drop-outs was sixteen, and the highest, nine-
teen, Seventeen years was the average for the largest group in this
grade. Of the twelfth grade drop-oubs, the ages varled from eighteen
to twenty-one years. The largest group of twelfth grade drop-outs
were twenty yeers of age. Both boys end girls dropped out in largest
numbers between the ages of seventeen and nineteen.

5. SUMMARY OF REASONS PUPILS GAVE FOR QUITTING SCHOOL.

One of the prineipal reasons given for dropping out of school was
"not enough prectical subject matter". This was closely followed by
"marriage”. The other major reasons given for dropping out of school
in order of rank were: dislike for subject, lack of finemneial help



at home, dislike Tor qcuo@¢; too meny required subjects not enough
eleetives, dlgclpliph, and dissat;s Paction with grades. The minor
reasong, or those given by the least number of pupils, were: discour-
aged by rarentd, urge to seek adventure, joiﬁin@ltha sy, Jjoining
the navy, curolling in the COC, parents not inlerested, and 111 health.
Thirteen of the pupils failled to give any particuvlar resson for
quitting school,

Fifteen boys and ten givls pave “not egoush practical subjeed
matter" ag their couse for lmd?lﬁ" school. Five bgys and Tifteen

&

¥ ag a cauge for dvopping out of school., Ten

girls listed "morrisg
boys and nine girls zave "diglike Tor subjects tuken” zg thelr reason
Tor guitting., “Lack of financiel support ot hose” we listed ez a

2y

S

E..J

3

cavse for dQropping oub by ben boys end gix g
Beven boys and five girls gave "dislike for sehwol” as « reason
for dropplng ocub. ¥Five hoys sad six girvis gaye "ioo muny regulirsed
subjects and nobv enocugh electives" as & reason for leaving before
graduation. Five boys and three gilrls guve “digsiplinary problenmsh
as a reason for quitbing. Six boys and three giris gave Ydissatis-
faetion with pgredes” as a reason for gqultting. Three Loys and three
girls felt the urge to meek adventure befors gradusiion from high

school., A totel of five boys joluved the crmy, the aavy, or the CCC

before finishing high schoul. Three boys and two girls gave 48 a
reason for their dropplug out the fact that thelr pevenbts were not in-
terested.

I11 health was slven a8 & reason for dropping out by three boys
and two girls. Ten boys snd three girls gave no pariicular reason

for lsaving school. A& total of twenty-three boye and girls failed in



all gchool subjeets in which they were eunrolled.

4. ANALYSIS OF REASONS TOR QUITTING SCHOOL.

In snalyzing the reasons given by the pupils for dropping out of
.school, there are several factors to be kept in mind.‘ The first end
foremost 1s the powsy of suggestion. Many of the pupils were ungble
to decide what mgde them quit school until some sugpestions were made
or direct cuestions ashed. A number of the students had been out of
achool for two years and had prebsbly fcrgatten the real reason for
guitting. The law of self justifiecation alweys cnbered into the
reasong sivens Uost of the pupils tried o justify their reagons for
guitting school.

In going inbo the homes of these pupils, the writer tried %o
analyze these reasgons and see what wag beliind them. lost of these
homes are loeated in farming communities where the lamd is poor. The
roads are bad and bransportation is furnished ﬁyvschaol buges. It
was not always possible for the parents to live close to bus lives.
This made transportationvdifficult in many cases. Some of the child-
ren became tired of so much walking to aad from the bus lines. This
did not encoursge then to remain in sehaol.

A cheel of the Uement community, used by the writer in his teach-
ing field, showed that ninety percent of the boys earolled in voca~
tional agriculture lived ou tenant farms. Heny of these farmers move
each year. Hew school situations are somebtimes embarrazsesing for high
sehool stufdents, especially with those who nay bve rebarded in grades
due to missing so mueh school.

Gase studies show that many pupils are handicapped becauso of

finaneisl conditions at nome. Perents were unable e hire the work
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done, so the ehildren were kepbt out of school o pick colton, put in
crops, end do other necessery farm work. This was a very imporiant
Tactor in causing pupils to drop oul of school.

Some of these puplls were wnable to take the fimal tests in the
gpring and thus were not promcted. llany parents were unsble to ghart
their children in %he fall becsuse of leek of finsnces to purchase
elothes or books, pay Tees, and purchese other incidentzls that wvere
called Tor of the start of school, A4As a reoult, the puplls were kept
out of schmcl.uﬂril the perents could pick and sell enocuzgh cotton to
obbain these necessary thisgs., This also coused the pupils to become
discouraged with school work.

Lany of the girls probably golt narried becsuse of financial condi-
tiong et howe. Boot of the fmnilies were larse and homes very crovded.
They preferred marrisge rather than reumain at home under these condi-
tions. Boys alsc desired to leave home because of similer circum~
stances.

Vnlerlying these reasons was the desire, on the part of the pupils,
%o have gpending money of thelr own. One of the drop-outs mede the
statement that she had not received any_spending money for over a year.
Her mother even purchesed what few clothes this girl bad, Hany parents
make the misteke of not ellowing their ehildren some spending money.
Tha parents off some of these pupils did not have money to give thelr
children.

Yeans of trensportation in thgse homes is very poor. iest of it ‘
is by the use of wagons or by walkineg. There ara few autcnobiles snong

the cotton farmers. Roys like to drive cavs and 1f a2 job presented it-

sel? where there was an automoblle, the boys usually toeck the job.
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A large percentage of the farm buildings is in very poor condition.
Land owners spend very little on improvements. Farmers have very few
laebor saving devices. Home improvement work on rented farms is prae-
tically unknown. These factors all help to influence boys and girls to
leave home es quickly as possible.

Over forty-seven percent of the pupils indicated that the schools
were at fault, in one way or another, in the reasons they gave for
guitting school. A study of these reasons suggests that economiec
conditions at home may have been indireetly responsible for the atti-
tude the pupils and parents hed toward school work. The faect remains,
however, that the pupil and the parents were not convinced that the
training offered by the school was wvaluasble enough to justify the
sacrifice necessary for the pupil to continue in school.

5. STATUS OF PUPILS WHO QUIT SCHOOL.

Twenty-nine of these young people were employed as common laborers.
Thirty-five of the boys were engaged in farming. Investigations
showed that practically all of these boys have parents who live on
farms.

Fifty-two and nine-tenths percent of the boys and seventy percent
of the girls were socially adjusted in the opinion of the school
authorities. Only fifty-five percent of the pupils included in this
study lived at home with their parents. Approximately forty-three
percent came from broken homes with parents separated, while two and
nine-tenths percent have no homes other than those afforded by rela-
tives.

Seventy of the ninety-one boys studied were not married. Nineteen
were married, eight have children, and two had been married but were no
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hothelr wives. Only twenty-one of the sixty-nine

Torty~geven were married, thirty-four hszd

Te R0 cases among Lthe young women included in
tudy whoge mearriages had been dissolved. Bight percent of the

boys wore fathers o one or move children as compersd wo Lifty percent

thet only one of Hhe 160 pupile wes drswing

ner yeoy

FPowr were averaging $300 per vear. Twenty-

TEAT LY FE

TEE SOHOOLS CONSIDERED IH TUIS giuny.
The followinz changes in the five schools Included in this abudy
yrould likely tend to decrease the musber of pupils vho guld school be
fore gradvation,
1. Provide for wocational guidance.
%e Orgemize active parent-teacher assoclations.
J. Enrico the program of recregilonal treining.
4, Provide Yor more vocational trainiuns in the educotionsl
prograt.
5. Organize part-time classes Yo umest the needs of oubw-af-gchool
young people.
The uwriter sugsests thab cach sehool have some voszbtional guldance
work. i% may nobt be possible for each scheol to have o sopovebe de-
partrent for this work or a specizl Seccher o handle it. It night be

better Tor the principzsl o tgke some training elopg this line or fow

these schools toc zo togethey and hilre gn insbructor to do thisz work for

teali
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all of the schools., Such a teacher could spend part of his time in
each school. In some of the schools, the superintendent might be the
one to handle this work.

The vocational guidance service should extend from educational
advice to & broader form of educational, vocatiomal, and social guid-
ance. xmna says, "Guidance should not only improve the distribution
of pupils to more suitable educational and vocational epportunities
but should also make suitable provision for better adjustment of the
pupils to their physicel and soeial enviromments."” It must be recog-
nized that no two students come to us with the same character traits,
The school must try to replece their bad habits with good ones. The
guidance department should be responsible for determining whether the
school or the student is at fault, and to make suggestions for the
proper solution of problems related to social adjustment. The purpose
of guidance is to aid the pupil to make wise choices and decisions.

None of these schools have actlve parent-teacher assoclations.
BEach school should organize a parent-teacher association becesuse this
organizetion plays a very important part in helping to form a better
understanding between the school and the parents.

The development of the parent-teacher association has played an
important part in holding students in school. I.m:.'ﬁg states,
"Parents and teachers are interpreters of the enviromment of the child-
ren. They help the children to understand the relationships, to find

. Koos and Kefauver, "Concept of Guidance", SChool Review, March, 1932.

’ Lombard, "Recent Development of the Parent-Teacher Association”,
Department of Ipterior, Bureau of Egucation, Bulletin No. 5, 1923.
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themselves, and to adapt themselwes bto thelr enviromment. One works
in the home, the other in the séheol, and both in the community for
the mecomplishument of aims. Teachers have their bechnieal training
and thelr experience to offer to the parents for thelr carichment, and
parents hove their more intimste experience with their c¢hildren and
their sympathetlc cooperation to offer to teachers.® The school
officiale alsoc have opportunity through these organizaetions, to keep
the pareats informed regarding all ehenges which are possible for the
betterpent of thelir children.

The program of recreatiaﬁal training in the five schools included
in this stuldy is very limited., Cyril is the only sc@oal that is
aceredited by the State Deorortment of Eguecation for liusic. I+ has one
eredis in this field., ligre muslc should be taught in these schools.
If &t all possible, an orchestra or band shouléd he started, even if on
a gpall scale. lpst of the students are interegted in.mnsiq in some
form. Bands and orchestras provide an appropriste way to use leisure
time. Cyril bas the only band that is made wp entirely of school
children. wWhe other schools should orgenize bands, even if part of
the money Las o be raised by speeial fees. It might be advisable for
three of the schools Po hire a band director who would gpend part of
his time in each school. Glee clubs are in all of the schools but not
enoush Time is allowed for thsm, This is especially true with the
boys pglee clubs,. Iigre boys should be emcouraged to take part in sing-
ing; Special instrumental musie should alse be arranged for.

ALl of these schools are operated on a limited budget. It may be
necesgary for eseh or all of them fo drop some of the work ihat is now

being offered, in order to enrvich the program of recreational training.
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This is especially trie with such subjeets ao foreign language and
geomebry. Recreational zctivitiss are as Important ag any obher sub-
anght and should be given the same considerztion im malking oub
the course c:):ai“s?,udy._ fhere is a possibility that some of the pupils
who failed, either mathematics or foreign language, might profit to the
highest degree from training in mmcic. The seme would apply in other
tyoes of training for wise use of leisure Time.

Zach of the schicols should sponsor an active Canp Fire Girls or-
ganization, Boy Scout Troop, and a Fubure Fermers of Amsriea‘chapﬁer.
Thege organizations tcach the highest fundsmentals of charseter build-
ing and ecitizenship., The faculty mewbers who are best suited to handle
these organizations should be allowed time for such activities.

One of the biggest problems in these schools is the proper use of
leisure time by the students. Supervised or diretted play should be con-
ducted during the schoel berm. Students eat their lunches in a short
time and then have very little to do during the remainder of the noon
hour, Iget of the dsmage done to school property heppens during thig
idle dime. Having this time properly supervised would also eliminate
many disciplinsry problems.

Thae townms heve large nuambers of pupils wiao have very little to do
during the svrmer monthe. Directed play activities should also be
sponsored for these pupils. lany school problems whieh érise during the
school year could be evoided if The students were taught to make proper
uze of thelr lelsure tinme during the.summer. These boys and girls
should be properly directed in order to produce good citizens in the
future. The school could take the lead in promoting directed recrea-

tional achivities in the swmmer even if the supervisor of sueh activities
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evuld not be pald for oub of school funds.
Only limited opportunities for voeational training are offered

in these schools. Two sthools have home egonomics. Vocatlonal home
ecoponles should be added to the ecourses of shudy in the other three
schorls. This would ensble the girls o obtain more work in the fun-
demmentals of hope makisg. The importence of this is emphasized by
the Taet that siuty-eisht percent of the girls were married while in
school or ismediztely after dropning oub. VWocotionsl agriculture

&

should be taught in all of these schools because they are located in
farnine comanltlies.

"Diversificd Occupations® should also be teught in Cyril ané
Cement Sehicols. It might not be possible to give this work on a full-

time Dasis bubt it ecould be siarted as vart-tine work. The writer
suzzests That this work be sdded In these two sehools becsuse of the
reccut developaen?t in the oil fields in these two commmities. The
finery at Cyril offers an opportuniiy Tor laboratoryv work in some
fered in this course. This vould ensble the boys
whe want mechanical work to get it by attendinz school at Cyril. The
boys w?é dosire instruetion in carpentry and auto nechanies could ob-
tein 1t in these schools through the part-tims diversified occupational
eourse.

It would nov he possible for ecach sehosl to teach every course
that is decired by its astudents. Some of these courses might be taken
by correspondence. All of fthese schools are fairly close together.
Cyril and Cement are only four miles apart. One of these schools could

offer one course end the otheor schosl misht give a differsnt course.
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This would emable stulents to transfer back ané forth in order to get
what they desire. Likewiseo, the pupils might transfer to one of the
others schools which offers a different course. One of these gehools
night offer a commercial eourse which ineluded business training and
salesmanship.

Education does not begln or lsave off with the school as it now
vexists. These sehools should make arrangements to give these young
nen and women, who are out of school same training that would help
then solve the social and voeational problens with whieh they are now
confronted. This can best be done by organized part-time classes for
both boys and girds. Girls that were not lnterested in home meking
before getting married and baving o family would probsbly be mors in-
terested now thean ever before. The same princizle épplies to the hoys
who are out of school,

The Smith-Hugheg meil passed in 1917 mede provisions for part-tims
work in vocational agriculture, home eeconomics, and trade apd indus-
trial work. The expansion and development of this progrem would be of
irmense help to the young men and young women considered in this study.

It wmay not be possible for all of the schools to earry out these
suggestions due to lasck of finances, In this case, larger unitas for
senior higb schools might be more desiradble and economieal. The day

may not be too far distant when speller higk selhools will unite in

3

order to 8o more efficlent vork ot a more sconomieal sost.
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