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SHAKESPEARE'S ENGLAND

The reign of Queen Hlizabeth (1558-1603) marks the be-
ginning of the modern eva in Inglish higbtory. All classes
were for the first time united in a spirit of patrioctic
pride at the steady growbh of England's greatnegss. The na=-
tion had become a world power of first rank, and ﬁ@r people
were thrilled with a new sense of strength. This wasg Shake-
gpeare's Hngland.

Everything had flourished in the Eagland of Elizabeth

while Shakespeare was young. The sense of belonging to a

]

people with great memorlies and achievements behiﬁd then, the

“consclousness of living

g.—l-

e

n an age when the lO“lOUS culture

~

of antiquity was beling resusecltated and when great personal-

ities were claiming for England a lofty and assgured positior
these feelings mingled in his breast with the vernal glow of
youth itgelfl.

This was the time of great intellectual developments.
Zngland was enjoving the fruits of the Repalissance and the
Reformation. Great scholars had slready come bringing the
rich learuing of antiguity. The mental horizons of English-
men were enormously enlarged. Hduecation had felt the guicke-

ening impulse, and as a result schools were eztablished,

.
i
o

ing

"J

z the standsrd of natlonal intelligence many degrees.

¥en met at the taverns and discussed the matters that were

nearest their hearts. Great writers--Sydney, Spenser, Bacon,
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Marlowe, Lyly, Jonson, Shakespeare, and a hogt of cthers--
gave to this pericd the name of the "Golden Age®™ of English
literature. "I have taken all knowledge to be my province,”
saild young Francis Bascon with splendid audacity.

Restlessness and curiosity caused Bngland to seek afar

,»
o
-

i

in new worlds for greater gloryv. Seamen like Drake and Gil-
bert set out in tiny boats on perilous vovages of discovery:

&

courtiers like Raleish would plant colonies and sesk for
Eldorados in western lands; others like Hakluyt, fired with
a pagsion for exploration from reading books of adventure
and unable to leave Ingland, nmade collectlions of the voyages
and discoveries of others. There was no land too distant
for them to cast longing eyes upon, 8o sess too rough for
them to sail. Wothing could daunt their unconguerable wills.

England had come through the War of the Réaes and was
content with her governmaﬂtéa"the crown was security, the
center and safeguard of national life.md Spain had fslt the
humbling powsr of fngland's fleet. The Great Armada had
been dezgtroyed, and England was supreme on the sea--the
power of her ancilent eneny, Spaln, broken.

But the real Jjoy of living seemed to be centered about
the court. Thsre was much exuberant joy and oubtward splen-
dor of life. Fondness for rich dress, gorgeous trappings,
dancing, music, magnificent pageants, gave to Blizabethan

1life such dash and color, suech irrepressible buovancy, as
> ® 4 b £ o o 9
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no other period of English history can lay claim to. There
wag about the queen that glamour of romance that won the
~ehivalrie devotion of her people. HMany were the triuvmphal
progresses made through her kingdom, many the cosgtly ban-
quets, many the revels, many those who cried out "Long live
good Queen Bess!®™ The beloved jewels of the court, Lalelg
Issex, Sydney, Leicester, and others, adorned a place al-
ready glittering.

It was thies glamorous Eagland that Shakespeareporiray-

Y

ed in hisz earlisr plays.

«

he historical dramas mark Shake-

gspeare's relation to the new sense of patriotism, the more
vivlid sensge of nationel existence, national freedom, nation-
al greatness, which give lts grandeur to the age of Ilizabeth.
Zngland ltself was now becoming a source of literary lnterest
to the poet,

A% the close of the century, when Shakespeare 1s at the
height of hig powsr, his world darkens around him. ¥While
friends are falling and hopes fading, Shakespeare's mind
seems to have been going through bltter suffering and un-

&

rest. The change in the character of his dramas gives a

W
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sure indication of his change of mood. The first Jovousness,
the kesn delight in life and man whieh brma hes through his
earlier works disappesr. Disappointment, disiliusion, a new

,L

s seem to underlie life. ‘he gine-
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ple, frank trust 1s gone. Ta
Ferhaps, this change in the character of Shakespeare's

)

by the change in the natilonal
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mood of'iﬁgland¢ Elizabeth rgell wa

g not the ssme; she wasg

0o longer young,  ©She had élWﬁys been excessively vain; but
her cogquettig b pretences to youth aa@ beéuty réa@hed their
heigﬁt after her sixtieth year. She was bent on being flatt-
ered unceasingly and obeged without demur. Those who possess-
ed the greatest power in her court were those who coﬂld best |
please this va in and qurlGlOuS qué@n. h akegpeare was aware
that many of worﬁh and vaior sued in vain for favor, that
there was céns%ant biekéring among rivalg, and that the tiﬁe
spent in raval might well have beeﬂ used to fulfill respon~
sibilitr that bslonged %o those who would rule, e saw those
whon he lé?e@ fall into disfsvor and lose“théﬁr lives bgeauge
of that disfavor.

The unity ef Eﬁglana'wag Broken also. in religion. Bii~
zabeth, althaugh a'Preteatant ol ﬁéessgity, had'nathing bu%
c@ntampt‘far the wrow1ng Pzri tanism Qf the time. The Pupri-
tang did not ag?rove Qf tha’frivolity, moral ﬁéfruﬁtness, and
ghow of the coﬁrt. “hakﬁspﬁu li‘ﬁklf has much to say of
autwardvsh w and glittering appearances. He gﬂ@%*%li*nerlmg
Loﬁd@nvalsQ as the walled city with dirty narrow $ﬁraets. In

A

thoge streets moved not only the nobleman in his velvets and

the fasghionable ghl ant, but the bsggar, the plckpocket, the

erippled and the bhungry. 1In ﬁhevdiat&n@e TOOmed-tﬁ@ gloony

tmwers grimly decorated with the ghastly heads af inals.
Queen Elize abeth bad ruled Bngland meny years. It was

leﬁPHt to everyone that in a short time she &uat go the way.

2ll mankind. All eves were turned toward the throne, and



’@heﬁpéftinant question was who should be the next ruler.
Eligaheth ﬁaﬁ.praviﬁ&ﬁ ns’heir for the throne. It was no
.caq%sl ation to her: to hﬁﬂw that the pecple thought she was
old ani’ﬂeax death~~lﬁ fact, waiting for her to dle and that
mot‘tao patiently. There were many plobts with various elaim—
ants %o the throme. OShe debected some of bthese plots and
brought many to execution for treason; these,@i@@uﬁigﬁs aid
not make ﬁar popular with those who saw thelr leaders sitruck

th after the death

(’é’;

down. Shakespesnre was cold toward Elizabe

of E»ﬁﬁx; it was noticable that he &id not join with the oth@r

13

poets in the threncdies on her death and sven alfier being

urged refrained from writiﬁg a single line in her pralse.

It ié important to remember thab Luke speare was an
Elizab&tﬁaﬂ; ﬁ@‘;ivgd gn@ w§rk§i{with Wliz&bet ang; he wrote
plajé ?fimarilyﬁiﬂﬁ@ﬂded to be play e& bef@ra.ﬁlizabetgaﬁs.‘
A% ﬁﬁis time there was no longer complete subservieuce tb.
authérity, Hen expressed their thoughts quite freely;

much

fose
n

Shakespeare expressed his through the drama. There
eviieace that tends to prove the Shakegpe&re’s characters

. : B N . 3
wevre drawn partly from contemporary Pol ical figures.® He

wag clossly nected with ﬁh@ caurt,'ané he must have had
some very ﬁef;ni ¢ ideas concerning the charscter of the

sovereign. It seems that Bhakesbeare's idsas regarding

b

cingship would sppear, €X§?8$$@@ or limplised, in the plays

which he wrote during ti 1a3t,y@ars of Blizabeth's relign--

& ’ : A )
Dover Wilson, The Essentlsl Shakespeare, p. 105,
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28pe c}&lly thcfa dealing with fanglish history.

In Richard 1X, written iam 1595, Shakespeare shows that

4

ormtrncr st

the people had a right to depose & king; in Henry IV (1597-98)
uhe nutﬁﬁ ng fown of Rotspur‘& rebellion was a triumph of mon-
areh; over feudelism; mmqr ¥ (1599) palnts out the type of

kin@ anJmﬁ& Qhoulé have; and Ha ﬁl@t {l&ﬁz) Qort ays the fail-

iy
;‘9

re o

o~

man who should have ruled as king but 4id not be-
cause of weakness. It will be the plan of this paper to
set forth what was eviden tly Shakes weire’s conception of the

ideal king through 2 study of the two character, Henry V



CHAPTER II

LARE'S CONCEPTION OF THE IDEAL

KING AS REVEALED IN THE HENRY TRILOGY

v ”$hakespeare‘s ideai Englaﬁd is an,Englané grouped
around an‘ideal kiﬂg, devout, mddest, siaple as ﬁe is brave,
but a lord in battle; a born ruler of men with loyal people
about him and higs enemies at his Feet."t Sﬁakaspeare hasg
set forth such a character in the person of Eenfy»?g who evi-
dently embodies his cénceptian‘af the iﬁéal king. Henry is
g man of higb and. strong passions but mésﬁervmf himsalf;
ﬁhé?ef@r@, emotionally stable. He is a mﬁﬁrcf tnought, but
hig thoughts do not stand ag impediments to actién. He pre-
parégbfor the time when he will be king and assumes the re-
sgansibiliﬁiesvof kingshi@ asvrayal duty;

This pépef‘will deal with the éharacter of ﬁeﬁry vV as
Shakegpeare ﬁepicté him because Shakespeare with his Bliza-
bethan attitude toward art has, in a sense, Whit@washea the
rfaults of the yéuth as history depicts him, end idealized
the kiﬁg, And why not? Was not Henry the ancestor of Queen
Elizabeth, belq#ed QQéen of Englamd in the :lmmd,tide.of the
Renalssance, and he of whom she was most proud? It is not
surprisiﬂg that Shakéspearég with such good material.as the
genuine character of Henry V to work from, succeeded in creat-

ing the ideal king in such a manner that even the most dis-

1

J.R.Green, Hisbtory of the English People, VI, 479.



eriminating of his contemporaries who were representative
of the Renalssence wers pleassd with this grsat ru¢er.

”he fi?st eesential in Shakespeare's ideal king is -

"t

‘rcvel bwrfh and = justifiable élaim to the throne., Although
Henry V. was not borﬁ a prince; he was a d rect des scendent of
Bdward 44l. His rather, Lord Bolingbroke, took the throne
from his eousin, Richerd IT., by force, and becane Her 7 IV.
Bolingbroke says to his son, the future Henry Vi

God knows, ﬂv s01, '

By what by-paths and indirect crook'd ways
I met this crown; and I myself know well
How troublesome it sat upon wmy head: o
To thee 1t shall descend with bestter quiet,
Better opinion, beft@r confirmation;

For all the soll of the achlevement goeés
hlth me 1&@0 the earth. 2

e see bere that the king regrets the indirect means by which
he gained the crown and prays that it will rest more peace-
fully on his son's head. To which the prince answers:

My gracious liege '

You won it, wore 1it, kept 1t, gave 1t nme;

Then plain and right must ay ﬁ&ﬂ;eSbioﬁ be:

which I with more than with a common pain

'Gainst all the world will rightfully maintaln. 3

Just before ﬁhe battle of Agincourt Henry V realizes ithe
" fault of his heritage and his plea is made thus

Hot today, 0 Lord,

0, not today, think not upon the fa ul

My father made in compassing the crown!

I Bichard's body heve interred new;.

And on 1t have bestow'd more contrite tears

2 11, ieary Iv 1v, 5, 182 Tf.
9 Ipid. IV, 5, 192 £f.



Than from it issu'd forced drops of bleood:

Tive hundred poor I have in yearly pav,

Who twice a day thelr wither'd hands hold up
Toward heaven, to pardon blood; and I have built
Two chantries, where the sad and solemn priests
3ing still for Richard's soul. Hore will I doj

Though all that I can do is ﬂOuhiMF wort
Sinee that my penitence comes alfter all,
Imploring the pardon. 4

1.
28

&

The ] rench king recognizes Henry V as truly & king and fears

1is royal heredity when he says:

This is the stem _
0f that vletorious sbock; and let us fea
The natlive mightiness and fate of him.

to justify Henry's claim to the crown, and th

recognized as king by contempo rary rulers.

Shakespeare evidently nad very delinite

<
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ecassary for a king. In the case of

Thus we see that Shakespeare seems to have made an efford

deas of the
prines Hal

it is training through experience. As a msmber of the royal

hcusehala he lb fadillu? with 1ife at cou;t.

knowg haw the comnon *olk of Fagland live.

&

g@as on in the taverns and on the streets of

s »

NENNET of ga ning thig in Fu“w tion nsturally

associatlon with people out of his class and

(]
Ry
‘;,r:‘)

to justify, but in the following nages, whic
the study of this early training, we will se

relation with his father snd his associates.

Put he also

Pe knows whab

London. Bis

Y

unestionable things. Much of what the prince does 1is hard

howill take up

¢t

forth «w»&l 'g

It is true that

Ibid. II, iv, 62 ©f.
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he is a gource of neverending worry and disappolintment to

&

his father, And it is true that his way of life is a matter

of concern for the pQOGLB, wHa'feel that the‘rcu” W&ys of

c*%*

“the prince must necessarily be the manners of ths Lutule

Ca

- king. Egt it is also true that t&e prince learneq things in
 this manner tb«n he caula never have learned étﬁerwigeg-

In %those turbuleﬁﬁ daﬁs when his.father was wresting
%i@ thrqne from Richard, youﬂg FPrinee Hal gives little promise
of béing England's future iﬁeal‘king. The'first reference

%o the young prince is found in Richard IX. Lord Bolingbroke

iﬁvsp@aking of his son says:

Can no man tell of my unthrifty son?
'"Tls full three months Siﬁﬂ@ I did ses him lasts
vlf any Dlague haqg ovef U“ Giu me‘

Inquirv at Lanaoa, ’noﬁm t bh@ td?@fﬂm tnr.,
Por there, they say, he dally doth freguent,
witﬂ,nﬁrestraiﬂ@ loose compsnions—- '
‘Hven such, they say, as stand in narrow lanes,
And beat our wateh, and rob our passengers;
While ke, voung, W&ﬂtOF, and effeminste bov,
Takes on the point of honour to support

So dissolute a crew. B

‘In the play Henry IV we see the king still worryinz about

-

his sor, who is now the F rince'of Wales. e envies Lord North-
umberland because he is the father of the noble Holspure~

Who is sweet Fortuné's minion and her pride:

Whilst I by looking on the praise of him,

See riot and dishonour stain the brow of 8y vgung Harry. 7
He wishes that ib could be proved that some fairy had exchang-

ed in cradlie his son and voung Perov. "h@ e waul& have the




valiant young Percy for his son and heir.

4nd- indeed there seems to be cause for worry. PrinC§\

Hal, -in company with Falstarff and other low but merry com=-

them they play some very ru&é and khurtful jokes upon the
people and upon eack a%hér_'bﬁ \akespeare jmétifies'the
prince’s éonﬁuet, however, by giving a aefinite purpoée to
th18 early'misc0nduct. This ﬁurpose is ref@aled iﬁ-on@ of
the prince's goliloguies:

I know vou all, and will awhile uphold
The unyok'd humour of your idleness:
Yet herein will I imitate the sun,
Who doth permit the basge contagious clouds
To smother upr his beauty from the world,
That when he please again to be himself,
Being wanted, be may be more wondertd at
By breaking uhrauyﬁ the foul and ugly mi _ts
OFf vapours that did seem to strangle hin.
"If all the year were playing holidays, .
‘To sport would be as tediocus as to work; ,
But when they seldom come, they wish'd for come,
And no"h?ﬁg pleaseth but rare accidents,
Sa, when this loose behaviour I throw off
And pay the debt 1 never pronised,
By how much bvebtter than my word I am
By so much ghall T Talsify men's hopes;
And like bright metal on & sullen ground,
My reformation, glittering o'er my fault,
Shall show more goodly and atﬁract nore eyes
- Than that which hath no foil to set it off.
I'11 so offend to make offence a skilly a
Redeeming time when men think least I WLll.g

Such- reagoning on the pa%t of the youth makes us to exclaim:

What a king is here! He is right. - The Veonle ex geting the

=

worst see the ki ng brlghﬁpr by contrast with hlb uﬁprom151ng"

vouth.

4

Ibid. I, ii, 217 Pf.

i

pany, iS'engaged in drinking, rioting, and carousing. Amon%;f
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The kKing docs not understand his son's ¢ nduc*° he bas
nothing buﬁﬂaam@emﬁaticﬁ for him, He tells him that he is
iike Richard, a common sight, and that he stands in danger

of Hotspur, who is admired by the

3

peopl The Tirst sign
of hope that the king has ‘in his son is the prince's reguest

sroops against Hotspur. In this the prince pro-

]

miges bto wash awhy the shame of past intemperanees by taking

fodn

all the w;ory away {rom Holspur or te e rith n the atbtempt.

He says:

T will redeem all this on Percy's head,
- And in the elosing of some gloriocus day

He bold to tell you that I am your son;

when I will wear a garment all of blood

And staln my favours in a bloody mask,

uglch, waghed away, shall scour my shame with it:
And tbheat shall be uhe day, whene'er it lights,
That this same child of honour and renown,

Thig gallant Hotspur, this all-praised kgight
And vour unthought Harry GA&HG@ to ueet.

As the time passes the prince slips. bach 1@Lo his place
among*the marry friends of‘the tavefns. There is & differ-
ence, however, in the heartiness in ﬁhiah the prince ent@rs
intoe the Spéftﬁ offered by his éampanioﬁs;v In the middl@
Gf‘oﬂe eXc@1lénﬁ jest word comes to the prince that he is

beling oughﬁ aqd he br“uﬁ of?f his merry-making:

3

heaven, Feoins, I f@el me much to blame,
30 idlv ‘to profane the preciocus time,
?nen tempest of ecnmotloa,‘llhe the uauth

Borne with black vapour, doth bezin to malb
vﬁnd drop upon our bare unarmed heads. ’ N
7L s e I 10
Give me my sword and cloak. Falstaff, good night.

¥ Ibig. ITI, i1, 132 £f.
1.
itz eﬂrg i? 1%, iv, 395 If,
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one obther way besides actual experience that
that is by listening to counsel. It is an
ntive prince that sits vy his dying father's

ng from one of experience how best to dirsect
the kingdom. The practice of listening to

lsarned men of experience is one that Ha

im through the days of his kingship.

or the vouth Prince Hal and his preparation

for the kingship. In this brief gketch we see the seed of

the future greatnesg of the king, His Majesty Henry the Fifth.
Shakesgpeare does not tell of the coronatlon ceremonies

in %his play. Bul from the time when the prince becomes king

he is a changed pergmn.ll Trom this complete reformation we

have proof that the prince has been using his earlier expere-

ience as definite training for kingship. Witness the testi-

Mony the bwo bighops, Canterbury and Ely, conceraning

T

Henry's change

d charachter:

Cant. The king is full of grace and fair regard.
Bly. And & btrue lover of the holy church.
B records that on Passion Sunday Henry ¥ was: crowned
stmingter in the mldst of a violent ROWthTu- Jome
rded this as an omen that the new king had put off the
winter of lis rictous JQHL} and the incident is mede the
occasion by numerocus writers for intreducing a v ﬁar&nwe to
a marked change in Henry's charuuuer on his accessi
the throne. It is stated that on the night of bis
ieath the new king visited a recluse at Westminsier
him made confession of his former life, and p?dmi%
men At any ?&t@, from the time when he was c?ox
he was temperate, chaste, and courteous in his de %
with @thers bl mlmg it & point of honour to be af*ﬁxl to
all men. He had a high conception of his rights as a king

and of his sae

red duty to his people.



Cant. The courses ol his youth promistd it &at.

The breath no sooner left his father's body
But that his wildness, mortified in him, -
Seemed bo die too; yea, at that very moment,
Conglideration like an angel came,

And whipp'd the offending Adam out of him,
- Leaving his body as a paradise, '

To envelop and contain celestial spirits.
Hever wss sueh a gudden scholar made;

Never came reformation in a flood,
- With such a heady currance, scouring faults;
Hor sueh Eydra-headed wilfulness _ :
" So soon did lose his seat and all at once d
As in this kine. ,

Ely. We are blessed in the chunge.
Cant, Hear bim but resson in divinity,

And, all admiring, with an inward wish

You would desire the king were made a prelate:
Hear him debate of commonwealth affairs,

You would say 1t hath been all in his study:
List his discourse of war, and vou shall hsar
A fearful battle rendered you in musiec:

Turn him to any cause of poliey, -

The Gordian kpnot ©f it he will unloose
Familiar as his girﬁer; that, when he speaks,
The alr, a charter'd libertine,is still,

ind the mubte wonder lur“oth in man's ears,

To stesl hlb sweed and honey'd sentences;

Bo that the art and practic part of life

Hust be the mistress to this theoric. 12

King Henry possesses the gualities of characher
gndear him to the

people. He lovesg to have fun and ¢

o]

t

~and that is not hard to understand., One
only to listen to Falsbtafi's gtory of how he was set

robbed, oy heapr hin im;ﬁrSOudtQ the k

‘the prince

enjovs hls company.

The prince finds it

that

&

cood - jest az much as anyone. Le ia'ageaﬁ v drawn

has

14

upon and

great

king to understand why

fun to rob the robber, outwith the schemer, and out-bully

the bully.

Though coarse, at times, the wit 1s

intellectual.

2 Meary v, I, 1, 22 ff.



Palstafl is no common clown. The "old lad of the castle® is
2 whole show in bhimgelf. Ch, the great aclts ke must have

put on for his "sweet Hal"! Truly, it is argument for a wesk,

laughter for & wonth, and a good jeslb Torever'. =Y
o 2 - 3]
A 1ittle incident hsppens &ﬂflﬁg the war with France

which shows that Henry gtill loves a good jest. Henry is go-~
ing about incognito among his goldiers. He falls into an
argument with one William, and accepbts a glove as a pledge

to continue the qguarrel if the two evser neelt again. The king
k¥nows, however, that it is bensath his dignity and an umféir
advantage Tor him to meet the challenge himself. So he elév«
erly turns the matter over Lo Flu@lleﬂ; who receives a blowk
on the ear for his btrouble. The king doesz not wiss the fun;
he appears on the gcene iﬂbtime to explain matters. He ac-
cepbs William's apology and gives hin the gleove filled with
CTOWILS .

With matters of state and war on hand Henry has little

time feor Jesting. DBubt in the last act of Henry ¥V we ses our
king in a merry mood suggestive of the days of Prince Hal.
The war is won, the kin ydoa united, and Henry 1s busy making

love to Princess Katharine, who speaks very little Inglish.
It is a real holiday of the spirit with Henry. Although he
speaks but little French, he is gquite playful; he makes jokes

% B = o, oo o 4 $agpm % = o~ F o oy
at his own expense, and sweebtens his way to the lady's heart

by genial franknegs and simplicity of manner. He says:
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if thou canst love a fellow of this temper, Kate,

- whose face is not worth sun-burning, that never
looks in his glass for love of anything he sees
there, let thine eye be thy cook. I speak to thee
plain goldier: if thou canst love me for this,
take me; 1f not, to say to thee thet I shall die,
is true; but for thy love, by the Lord, no; yet I
love thee too. And while thou llvest, dear Xate,
take a fellow of plain and uncoined coaghancy, for
he perforece must do thee right, because he hath not
the gift to woo in other places; for these fellows
of infinite %tongue, that can rime themselves into
ladies' favours, they do aiways reason themselves
out agaln. What! a speaker iz but 2 prater; a rime
is but a ballad. A4 good leg will fall, & straight
back will stoop, a black beard will turn white, a
curled pate will grow bald, & fair face will wither,
a full eye will wax hollow, but a good heart, Kate,
ig the sun snd the moon; or, rather, the sun, and
not the moon; for it shines bright and never changes,
but keeps his course truly. 14

When Katharine asgks if it is posgsible for her to love an
enemy,of France, he answers:

Ho; it 1s not posslible you should love the eneny
of France, #ate, bubt, in loving me, you should
love the friend of France; for I love France 50
well, thalt I will not part with a village of it;
I will have 1t all mine; and, Eate, when France
is mine and I am yours, then vours is France and
you are nmine. 15

The modest nature of Henry is shown early in the tri-
logy in eeﬁtragt’with Hstspur's arrogance. Despite the
king's high estimate of Hotspur when he points him oubt as
& model for prince E&l, we are forced to draw other con-
clusions concerning him that set off the prince favorably.
Although Hobtspur evidently had little to say at the time

Henry took the throne from Richard, row that he is angry

1&3: :ﬂ'eﬂ ~y’ E}:’ Tf, j_i’ 151 ff-
1 f.
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17
at the king he cannot think ef enough kind things to say of
¥that sweet lovely rose,” Richard, or enough vile nanes to

call "this thorn, this canker, Bolingbroke.® Reckless of

£}

all danger that could come from disobedience to the kiog
conecerning the prisoners he shouts:

And if the devil comne and reoar for them,

T will not send them: T will after straight
And tell him so; for I will ease my hesrt,
Albeit I make a hazard of my head. 18 '

Ee is also commanded not to mention the name of Mortimer
again, but he continues to rave:

Hay, I.will; that's Tlat:

He said he would not ransom Mortimer;
Forhade ny tongue to speak of Mortimer;

But I will Tind him when he lies aslesp,
And in his ear I'1l holla "Morbtimerl®

I*1l have a starling shall be taught to speak
Hothing but "Mortimer” and give 1t him,

To keep his anger still in motion. 17

No one can reason with Hotspur until he ealms down and then

[

he is likely to burst out again in race at the least provo-

eation. He heeds ne advice.  He doss not confide in or

e)

trust his wife simply because she is a woman. He quarrels
with those who are of his own faction over matters that have

little or neo direct bearing on the plan in hand. An example

bedw

s his argument with Glendower:

Glen. . . ., at my nativity
The front of heaven was full of fiery shapes,
©f burning eresgetg; and at my birth :
The {rame and huge Toundation of the earth
Shak'd 1like & covard.

16 ' S :
I Henry IV, I, iii, 125 ff.

17 | .
Ibid. I, 1ii, 219 £f.



Hot., Why, so it would have done at the same
seagon, 1f yvour mother's cat had but kittened,
though yourself had never been born..
Glen. I say the earth did shake when I was born.
Bot. &nd T say the earth was not of =y mind,.

.

If you suppose as fearing you it shook. 18
And finally, he underestimates nis enemies. OF the prince
he takes very little hee. He speaks of him as:

‘The nimble-footed madcap FPrince of Wales,

And his comrades, that daff'd the world agids,

And bid it pass? 19 -

Another time he gays:

But that same sword-and-~buckler Frinee of Vales,
s
i

CBut that I think his father loves bhim not,
. And wowd be glad he met wi“h some mischance,

I would have him poisond v a pot of ale., 20

! Before the battle the untried prince challenges the
aighty Hotspur o a single combat. Vernon says of the chal-
lenges

I never in ny life ,
Did hear a challenge urg'd more modestly,
" Unless a brother should & brother dare
To gentle exercige and proof of arms.
He gave vou all the duties of a man, '
Trimm'd up your praises with a princely tongue,
Spoke vour dsservings like a chronicle;
Making you ever better than his praise,.
i : . By still dispraising praise valu'd with you;
i o And, which became him like & prince indeed,
He made a blushing eital of himselfl,
And chid his truant youth with such a grace
| “As if he master's there a double spirit.
! - Of teaching and of learning instanbly.
1 ' There did he pause, Bul let me tell the world,
If he outlive the envy of this day,

18 1pia. 113, 4, 18 £P.
04 £F.

~ Ipid. IV, i,

Ipid. I, 3ii, 230 f£r.
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ingland did never owe so sweet a hope,
o much miseonstru'd in his wantonness. 21

' Henry has no desire to detract from the honor of his friends
or foes. OFf his brother, who surprices him by his conduct

in battle, he says:

By God, thou hast deceiv’'d me, Lancaster;
I did not think thee lord of such a spirit:
Before, 1 loved thee as a brother, Johng

But now, I do respect thee as my soul, 22
In the battle in which Hotspur is mortally wounded Hot-

spur crieg oub:

Oy Barry! thou hast robb'd me of my youth.

I bvette® brook the losg of brittle life

Than those proud titles thou hast won of me. 23
_Todwhich, the prince with greait compassion for the brave
Fercy answers:

Fare thee well, great heart. 3

I11 weaved ambition how much art thou shrunkl

When that this body did contain a spirit,

& Kipgdom for 1t was too small a bound;

But now, two paces of the vilest earth

Is room enough: this sarth, that bears thee dead,

Bears not alive so gtoubt a gentleman. 24
After the battle we find that most of the leaders of the re-
bellion have been slain or taken captive. There is one among
the captives, Lord Douglas, who has won the admiration of
the prince. - The prince asks a boon of the king that he may
dispose of the captive lord., The boon granted, he gives to

his br@ther, John of Lancagter, the honourable bounty of

21

Ipbia. Vv, ii, 51 ff.
S o :
©% Ibid. vV, iv, 17 ff.
23 | |

Ivid. v, iv, 77 ff.

4
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freeing Lord Douglas:

fo to the Douglas and deliver him
Up to his pleasure, ransonmless, and f?e,;
His valor shown upon our crests today
Hath taught us how bo cherish such high deeds,
Bven in the bosom of our %dvmrmqua 2B

Further proof of Fenry's ;Qdeat nature is in his re-
sponse o the Dauphin's insult. The Dauphin in answer to
Henry's clain to the ¥rench throne sends a message saying

the ¥ ngllsh Eing s&vore@ tes mmeh of his yvoubth and therefore

s

quit@-ﬁult&ble for his spirit was this tun of treasure, which
turned out to be a ecask of tennis balls, Henry answers thus:

We are rlad the Dauphin is so pleasant with us;

- His present and your pains we thank you for;
When we have match'd our ”acLeug to these balls,
We will, in France, by God's grace play a set
Shall strike his father's crown into the hazard.
Tell him he hath made a mateh with sueh & wrangler
That all the courts of France will De disturb'd
#With chaces. And we understand him well,
How he comes over us with our wilder days,
Not messuring what use we made of Vhem. 26 -

Although there iz a note of defiance in this answer, Henry

doeg not boast of winning. HEven the French ambagsadors wers

e

;Q)
P

impressed with the gracious recepnian of the Gaua?in g baunt.

The next time the Dauphin spoke of the E*Jllsh belng——,

ees 80 id)v king'd
Her sceptre so fantdstleaily borne
By a vain, giddy, qhﬂllow, humorous youth,
That fear attends her nob. 27

the answer was:

;‘%éjgg_;;g, V,v, 87 f£f,

?% peary v, 7, 11, 259 1.
27 '

Ibid. II, iv, 26 ff.
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0 peace, Prince Dauphin!

You are too much mistaken in this king.
Guestion your Grace the lalte ambassgadors,
With what great state he heard their embassy,
How well supplied with noble counsellors,
How modest in exception, and withal

How terrible in constant resolution,

And you shall find his vanlties Torespent
were but the outsgide of the Roman Brutus,
Covering discretlion with a coat of folly;

AS gardensrs do with ordure hide those roots
That shall first gpring and be most delicate, 28

And finally, Henry 1s modest in vietory. He gives God
the praise and credit for the vietory of Agincourt, and com-
mands his men to do likewise. In comparing the loss of
some ten thousand of the flower of French nobility to the
eleven or twelve hundred of the Bnglish dead Henry says:

C CGed thy arm wag here; ’

And pot to us, but to thy arm zlone,
Aseribe we all; when without stratagen,

But in plain shoek and even play of batitle,
Was ever known so great and little loss

0n one part and on the other? Take it, God,
Por it is only thinel....

Come, go we in procession to the village;
4And be it death proclaimed through our host
To boagt of this, or take that praise Trom God
Which is his only. 29 ‘

The third guality of Henry's character that makes him
beloved is hig love of justice--tempered with nmercy. He
knows that of all the cares belonging to the crown the ehief
one is Jjustice. To maintain Justice he chooses wise and good
men who are unafraid to do their duty. He knows thalt much
of Jjustice depends upon the Judge's attitude toward God as

the ziver of Christian precepts and the principles of Justice.

8 1piq. II, iv, 30, f£f.
29

Ibida. IV, viii, 102 £f.



He bimself is Jjust, as is shown in his dealing with the
Chief Justice. '
gir Thomas BElyot tells the story of a favéred servant

£ the prinee's who is brought to judgment for ill-conduct.
In angér the prince sppears and demands his release. vThe
Judge refuses, whereupon the prince sets upon the judge so
that the onlookers think that he will slsy him. BEven as the
enraged prince rushes upon him thé Judre sits gtill, de-
¢laring with dignity the majes@y*of the king®s place of judg-
m@nt. He speaks as follows: "3ir, remember yourself; I keep
here the plaece of the king, your sovereign lord and father,
to whom you owe double Qbedience, wherefor, eftsoons in his
name, I charge you aasiatkaf your willfulness and unlawful
enterprise, and henceforth give good example to those which

’Ooﬁe then for con-

herealter shall be your proper gubjects.”
tempt and disobedience commands the young prince to awailt
the pleasure of the king. ‘The prinqe, abashed, does as he
is commanded, but his servants go immedistely in disdain to
the king. The king is greatly pleased with the jgdge who
has not feared to administer justice, and more pleased with
a gon who eould obey the decreeszs of Justice.

Although Shakespeare does not reveal all this story,
soon after Henry is crowned king, there stands before him
this Judge who has commanded him toe prison. Trembling, yet
‘sustained by the thought that he has done hig duty, the

judge appears bo kKnow the king's pleasure. He knows that

30 The Governor, I, p. 198.




the young prince has loved him not and doubts not that as

king be will take vrevenge for the indignities that have

s ry

been laid upon him as prince. After the judge has made his
defen nse he is s&rnrzsun to hear the prince answer thus:

You are right, Jjustice; and you weigh this well;
Therefore still bear the balance and the sword;
And I de wish your honours may increase

Till you do live to see s gon of mine

Offend you and obey you, as I did.

Zo sghall I live to speak my father's words:
'Happy am I, that have a man so bold '

That dares to do justice on my proper son;

And not less happy, having such a son,

That would deliver up his greatness so

Into the hands of Jjustice.' You did commit me:
Yor which, I do commit into your hand

The unstained sword that you have us'd to bear:
with this remembrance, that you use the same
@With the like bold, Jjust, and impartial spirit
As you have done against me. 31

We see here no degire on the part of the king ta_bear a
gruﬁgee~rather to reward faithful service. Ie further pro-
miges to listen to the advice and counsel that the Judge
may offer.

vﬁgoﬁher instance of justice tempered with mercy 1s
shown in the case af Falstaff. In the midst of war prepara-
tion the king reme@bers to command Palgtall's release Trom
prison, exeuzsing his conduct because he has drunk too much
wine. ihen urged to let Fslgtaff suffer for an example to
otherg of like breed, the king answers with a plea of mercy:

Alas, your too much love and care of me

Are heavy orisons ’gainst this poor wretch!

If little f£aults, proceeding on digtemper,

Shall not be winked at, how shall we sireteh our eye
When capital crimes, chew'd, swallow!d and dlrested

°l IT Henry IV, V, ii, 102 £f.
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Appear before us? We'll yet enlarge that man,

Though Cambridge, Scroop, and Grey, in their dear care
And tender preservation ol our peraon,

Would have him punished. 32

ln the treason of Cambridge, Grey, and Scroop we see
the workings of stern justlce. 7Yet there is not a ﬁouch of
pergonal’vindictivemessffthe death of these three miserable
men is just, and they know that they deserve their seﬁtences,
There is forgiveness and pity fdr their faults and suffering,
but the sentence stands:

- God gqult you in his mercy! Hear you sentence.
You have conspired against our royal persoin,
Joined with an enemy proclaimed, qnd from hiﬁ coffers
Recelved the golden sarnest of our death;
Wherein you would have sold your king %o slsughter,
His princes and his peers to gervitude,
His subgecu& Lo Oppf@udlﬂn and contenmpt,
And hisg whole kingdom into desolation.
Touehing our person, seek we no revenge;
But we ourkingdon's safety must so tender,
#Whose ruin you have sought, that to her laws
We do deliver you. Get you, therefore, hence,
Poor miserable wretches, to your death:
The taste whereof, God of his mercy give
You patience to endure, and btrue repentance
Of all your dear offences. Bear them hence. 33

Durlng the war Henry repeatedly commands hig soldiers
to refrain from looting the conguered towns or violating
the citizens. TFor one guilty of sueh there is no mercy
shown. Bardolph is executed for stealing from a church.
When merey is asgked for him King Henry answers thus:

We would have all such offenders so cub off: /and

we glv e express orders that in our merches through

- the country, there by nothing compelled from the
villages, nothing taken but paild for, none of the

38 o s
°® Henry ¥. II, ii, 52 fr.

59 Ipid. IIT iii, 166 £r.
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French upbﬁaiﬁed or abua'd in disdainful
language; for when lenity and cruelty play
for a kingdom the gentler gamester is the
soonest winner. 34
Throughout the war Henry shows g eaﬁ merey btoward the

X

']

beginning he offérs to make fair terms with

u._,,

,»..a

enemy. A%t the
the French king. At the seige of Harfleur he promised mercy
if the governor Will surrendsyr the town which 1is doomed to
fall. ‘ﬁe points out to them what will happen if seige is
laid to the town and urges:

Therefore, you men of Harfleur,

Take pity of your town and of your people,
Whiles vet nmy soldiers are in my command;
Whiles yet the ceoeol and temperabe wind of grace
O'erblows the f1lthy and contagious clouds

Of heady rwurder, spoil, and villainy. 35

When surrender 1g made he commands:

Open yvour gates! Come, uncle Hzete
Go.gou and enter Harfleur; there remain,
And fortify it strongly ’b&lﬁst the French:
Use mercy bto all. 36

s

It ig quite evident that Shakespeare would have his

8 is easily under-

3
;7_3"
l—Jo

ideal king a great military leader.
sbood when we consider the historical background of the
period-~this period when Zngland was expanding her colonial

empire and fighting for supremscy on land and gesa. The

ehiel c¢laim of Henry V lies in his nilitary genius. Shake-
speare depicis bim a3 a shrewd director of affairs, a leader

who shares the hardships of his followers and inspires then

5% Ipia. 11T, vi, 104 ff.
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to do great deeds, and yet one who 1s genercus in vietory.
Henry knows how to grant mercy without saérificing discipline
or conceding vital p0intsa It is he who succecds in agailn
bringing France under an English yoke.

The Planbtagenets have long clalmed the French throne
through Isabella, daughter of Philip IV. DBulb they were
,barredrin their elaim by the Salie Law which declared *no
wnmaﬁ,,ncf'therafore her son, could in accordance with cus-

tom succeed to the monsychy of FPrance.® o7

Henry is assured
by his spiritgal and state advisérs that his claim to France
is just and that the h@arts of Engli$hmen aré already pavil-
ioned in the filelds of France. He immediately makes provision
for Sceotland and declares war on France.

The French, unfsrtunat@ly for them, gtill think of Henry
ag & reckless, goddy-headed boy. The French king, however,
does not forget that this Henry is bred out of the™loocdy
gtrain® that humbled the French at the batile of Cressy. He
says:

‘Thig is the gtem

Of that victorious stock; and let us fear
The native nightiness and fate of him. 98

The demands sent by Henry are studied carefully by the French

k¥ing. Henrv in a

=

s 02108t memorable line,
In every branch truly demongtrative, 39

sets Torth his claim to the throne, and says that war must

P

97 cambridge Medleval History, VII, p. 335.
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follow unl@ss the French king resigns the crown. For the
Dauphin, there is
Jeorn and defiance, slight regard, contempt,

And anything that wmay not misbecome
The mighty sender. 40

=

Sinee the French king has no intentlon of resigning the

crown, war is inevitable.

The French really ﬁ&iﬁg‘that there is liftle to fear
because thelr army far outnumbers the EBnglish army. But
thelir failure Lo take into ceﬂaideratian seriously the type

leaﬂﬁrg ip Henry isg giving his am Aller army is costly.
Henry shows hls willingness to share tbe hardships and the
fate of his soldiers. It is he who desplite hendicaps éﬂd

losges ingpires his soldiers to fight until the victory is

Once more unto the breach, dear friends, once more;
Or close the wall up with our Epnglish deadl

In peace there's nothing 80 becomes a man

48 modest stillness and humility;

But when the blast of war blows in our ears,

Then imitate the action of the tiger;

Stiffen the sinews, summon up the blood,
Disgulse falr nature with hard-favored rage:

Then lend the eye a terrible sspect;

Let it pry through the portage of the head

As fearfully ss doth a galled rock

O%'er hang and Jubty his confounded bass,

Swill'd with the wild and wasteful ocean.

Wow set the teeth, and astreteh the nostril wide;
Hold hard the breath, and bend up every gpirit
To his full height! On, on, you noblest EZnglish,
Whose blood 1s fet from Tathers of war-proofl...
«v.ihe gametls afootb:

Follow your spirit; and upon this charge

Cry 'God for Harry! Bogland and Saint Ceorgez 41

40 1pig. II, iv, 117 fr.

41 7pig. TIII, ii, 1 £f.
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Later in the face of want and disesse he plans bto continue

Ve are in God's hand, brother, not i
March to the hridge; 1t now draws tow
bvgcnd the river we'll encsmp ourse 1va
And on tomorrow bild them march away. 4

we Y
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¥nowing that bis army wes small in comparison to the French

™y, he says:

17 we are mark'd to die, we are enow

Yo do our country less; and 1f Yo live;

The Tewer men, the greater share of lonour.
God's willl! I pray thee, wish not one man more.

ﬂy dove, I am not covetous for gold,
Hor care I who doth feed upon my cosh;

It vearns me not if men my garmenits wear;
Such ontward ﬁllﬁ{& dwell not in my desireg:

But i it be a sin to covet honour,

I am the most Gfigﬂdlxt soul: alive.

Mo, faith, my eoz, wish not a msn from England:
GodYs peacel I Nould not iose so great an honour
A8 Oone man mor ethinks, would share from me,

For the best hope I have. O! do not wish one more;
Rather proclaim 1t, Westmorland, throughk my host,
That he which hath no stomach to this Tilght,
Let him ieudrf his passport shall be made,
And crowns for eonvoy pubt iato his purse:

We would not die in that man's company

That fears big fellowship to die with us. 4

]

Under such a2 leader the goldiers fight desperately and with
few losses win the great victory of Agincourt.

A man might be born a king, trained for kingship, and
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pogsess the gqualities of kingship, and yet fs
an ideal if‘h@ does not have thait breath of @ivinity that
makes him great; namely, the aceeptance of regponsibility
as & sacred duty. Shakegpeare climaxes his characteriza-

tion of a grest leader with thieg trait. Henry realizes




that the happiness of his people and the greatness of his
country is dependent upon kim. He knows that a king's
load is heavy in contrast with that of a common men, and
that the crown is really an enemy.

We get this touch of Henry's character as he walks
among his soldiers. He knows that with ceremonies laid
agide he iz but a man, subject te the same fears that bheset
mankind, yet he must not show those fears. One soldier says
that the king will have a heavy reckoninzg to make some day
for the dead, who have died fighting for him. It eauses hin
to ery ocub:

Upon the king! Let us our lives, our souls,

Our debts, our careful wives,

Qur ehildren, and our sins lay on the king!

We must bear all. O hard reckoning

Twin born with greatness, subject fto the breath
0f every foel whose sense no more can fool

But his own wringing! What infinite heart's ease
Must kiangs negleect that private men enjoyl!

And what have kings that privates have not teo,
Save ceremony, save general ceremonv? 44

e feel a deep undercurrent of gerlousness bensath the
king's laughter when he woos Katharine; there ig n¢ laypse
from dignity in his behavior. Katharine's hand is included
in the terms of peace, and despite his love for her he les-
sens none of his demands. He 1s desirous of having an heir
for his great kingdom and the marriasge with Katharine will,,
of course, sitrengthen the claim to the French throne. He
Bays:

Shall not you and I, between Salnt Denis snd Saint

44 p3q. IV, 1, 250 ff.



George, compound & boy, half French, halfl English,
that shall go to Constantinople and take the Turk
by the beard? 45

Henry has the vight attitude toward kingship in his
fashion of wooing when he says:

¢ Eate! nice customs curisy to great kings. Dear
¥ate, you and I cannot be confined within the weak
list of a ecountry's fashion: We are the makers of
manners, Kate, and the liberty that follows our places
stops the mouths of all findfaults. 46

S0 with all joyous prepareation for the celebration of vice
tarj and marriage the play ends.

There seenm to De great days abead f5r Englahd under
the contlinued rule of such a Kiﬁg as Henry V. It is well
that we leave the story here for the early death of Heary,
who promiges so mueh yet to his country, frustrates the
fulfillment of +that promise, In the Zplilogue we find these
closing lines:

Thug far, with rough and all-unable pen,

Cur bending author hath pursu'd the story;

In little room eonfining mighty men,

Mangling by sbarts the full course of their glory.
Small time, bubt in thaet small most greatly 1iv'd
This star of England: Foritune made his sword,

By whieh the world's best garden he achievid,

And of it left his son imperial lord.

Henry the Sixth, in infant bands crown'd king

Qf Prance and fSngland, did this king succeed;
Whose state so many had the managing,

That they lost France and made this England bdleed:
wWhich oft our stage hath shown, and, for their sake,
In your fair minds let this acceptance take. 47

45 1pia. v, 1i, 218 f£f.
L6 Tpia. Vv, i1i, 291 £f.
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We come to the close of this anslysis. ¥From a care-
ful svudy of the character of Henry V as Shakespeare
portrays him in the trilogy of plays dealing with him we
reach these conclusions: Henry V is royal in birth and
trained by experience for his pesition. He possesseg such

admirable traits as a keen wit, a senss of humor, and mod=-

satv. He is a judge who tempers Jjustice with mercy, a

‘Llo

shrewd direcior of state affalirg, a leader who shares the
hardghips of hisg followers and ingpires them %o do great
deeds, and yet one who is gensrous in victory. Above all
he 1s a king who has a bigh eonception of his rights as

i

6]

kKing, and of his sacred duty in fulfilling his respon
bility as king. It is in such a king, we are led to believe,

that Shakespesare has revealed an ldeal.

a7




CHAPTER III

THE PATLURE OF HAMLET

In Hamlet we have Shakespeare's porbtralt of a man who
is by right of birth a king and who should have riled as
king. But Hamlet lacks the qualitieg that make a strong
ruler, and the lack of %these gualities prevents his ever
being crowned. In his emotional instebility, inability to
act, and unwillingnegs to assume responsibility we have a
striking contrast with Henry ¥ and the explanation of his
failure.

The general instability ef,Lamlet*s character is qulte
evident° fis exbtraordinary mvodineﬁﬂ is followed by vielent
outhursts of itemper and uc%& of dungb rous impetuosity. Al-
though he is slow to act, when hils emotlons are aroused there
is gunpowder in every nerve. At such times Hamlet's nature

is a hurricane, a thing of wrath, fury; and tempestuous scourn.

[}

"He is unable to conitrol his own passions and often they

% o » "! 't =Y ; b Y
abrike inward.” ~ Too ofben he shoots his srrow over the

house and hurityg those who are innoccent.

4

oo

In contrast we have seen Henry V ag one who surveyed the

deliberately toward a definite end. This wag qulte clearly

shown in Henry's war with France.
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Hamlet's impetuous nature

Gecrge Brandes, Willliam Shakespeare, p. 987,
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nation to fellow the ghest. The wmore prdstlgﬁﬁiﬁggagég“
: ‘I.a

warns him not to go because something terrible might happen

but Hamlet says:

My fate crieg out,

And mekes each pe Bty artery in this body

As hardy as the Nemean lion's nerve.

Still am T called. Unhand me, gentlemen.

"By heaven, I1'1ll make a ghost of hlm that lets me!l
I say, away! Go on: I'll follow thee. 2

We can reconsbruct the scene of Hamlet's visit o
Ophelia to show these same characteristics. He 1s brooding
over the many problems that are present in hig mind. His
going to Ophelia was a sbtupid senseless thing to do--and
its explanation lies in the rash impulsive nature of Hamlet.
Eils manner of appearing before her loses for him any poss-
ible help that she ﬂiwht have been able Lo zive him. She
describes hls appearance Thusg:

My lord, m& I was sewing in my closet,

Lord u%ml with big doublet all unbraced;

Ho hat &pon his head; his gtockings fouled,
Ungartered and down-gyved to his ancle

Ealm 88 his shirt; his knees knocking each other;
And with a look so pilteous in purport

As if he hed been loosed out of hell

To speak of horrors,--he comes bhelfore me. 3

The incident is muck like an incident that oceured when
the Earl of Esszex burst uneeremoniously intc the bedroom

of Queen Hlizabeth, another example of one who lost much

: fan s . o oo
- E [ =3 . o F Es : N o
becauge of & wild, Impetuous act. 4 : ERA XA
o . RS N
} L et e
:
o ‘ R AU O B
o o .
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° Ibid. II, i, 74 ff.
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Hamlat advises Ophelia to leave off her foolish and evil

'ways;anﬁ enter a nunnery. His ruthlessness in speaking to

»

Ophelxa cen be explained, in part, by the fact that he is

rimar—

o]

Spaakimg to those whom he knows to be listening, but
i;y it:is‘ﬁhe‘yesult of the loss &f eﬁatiomal cuntr@l. He
says.things Lo Gphelia that no gentleman would say to a ladv,
much'leggva lover to & belevé& ene,unless he W@fe worked up

td a @Qiat whe e he did not know what he is‘gayi&g'af why he
we.s saying it. 1% is the tjp of passioﬁ wﬁieh, if not check-
éﬁ,»eauﬁes ﬁespl@ to kill those whom they res llv love most,

Is this the rational Hamlet?

If thou dogt marry, I'11 give thee this plague

for thy dowry: be thou a&s chaste as ic¢e, as pure

as snow, thou shalt not escape calumny. Get thee

to a nunnery, go:‘farewell. Or, if thou wilt needs

marry, marry a fool; for wise men Know well enough
- what nmongters you moke of them. Ta a nunnery, o,

‘and quickly t00.c.. :

I have heard of your palntings too, well @naugh-

God has given you one face, and you make yourselves

another: you 11&, you amble, and you lisp, and nick-

name God's cre satures, dndé meake your wantooness your

igngrance. GO %o, I'1l no more onn 'H; 1t hath mede me

mad. D : :

&

ain the the sceﬁa in which Hamlet talks to the gusen,

his mobher, he loses 6015101 of his emotions and says thing

(45}

that no son hes ever b@fcr@ said to his mother. If temporary

inganity is the lack of control of the emotbtions for the

3

time that we "see red,” then Hamlet is nsar insanity in these
two scenes. He say!

Could you on this fair mountaln leave to feed,
And batten on this moor? Hal have you syes?

-

You carnot call it love; for at yvou age

'S Hamlet, III, i, 135 7f.



The hey=-day in the blood is tame, it's humble
And walts on the judgment: and what Judgment
Wiould step from this to this? Sense, sure, you have,
Else could you not have motion; but sure, that ssnse
Is apoplexed; for madness would not err,
Hor gense 1o ecstasy was neler $0 thraliéé‘
But it reserved some guanity of cholce
‘To serve in such a difference. €

copbinues through many lines of bitter denunciation,
A : ' :

., Hamlst
sceusation, and contempt. liost of it the gueen does not de~-
‘serve, but he is not thinking of that. His brooding and
angeyr have brought him adgain te an emotional brein-storm.
Hamlet grows smspici@uﬁ'of'R@senarantz and Guildensiern,

justifies his susplelons, and turhs against them. In anger
he sayse:

Why, look you now how unworthy a thing you make

of me! You would play upon me; you wou 1ld seem

to know my stops; you would pluck sut the heart

of my mystery; you would sound me Irom my lowest

note to the top of my compass; and there is much

musie, excellent volee, in this little organ; yet

cannot you make it speak. '8blood, do you think

I am easier to bs played on than a pipe? QCall me

what you will, though you can fret me, yet you cannot

- play upon me. 7

when he finds out that the twe are escorting him to his death
in England, he makes no atlemplt to ascertain whether they
znow what they are doing or are simply ecarrying out the orders
of the king. On the spur of the moment he writes oubt the
order that sends them to their deaths, "no shriving time
allowed..® This from the man who ¢ould not bring himself to

kill the man who had murdered his fabther, disgraced his moth=

ery and taken the erown! and he says:

111, iv, 66 £f.

i
7 . L. ,
Ibid. 111, i1, 339 ff.



&

mney are not near my conscience. 8
How can-we explain this execept to say it is snother example

of dangervus impetuosity on the part of Hamlet?

D

1. -
tE23 S

G

The death of Polonius is a glaring example of a r
dead that carries with it unhappy counsequences. Hamleb has
been convinced of the guilt of Claudius and he iz worked up
to a high point of frenzy. iHe says:

oy is now the very Wltohlhb time of night,

@hen churchyards yvawn and hell itself breanheb out
Contagion to this world: now could I drink hot blood,
And do such bitter business as the day

would quake 4o loak Olie 9 ‘

In this maa& he gceg'ﬁm his mother, lebtting the opportunity

- to hlll the Klﬂ@ pass by. Bhortly after this he slays Polo-

- niusy, thru '1 g thraugh the curitain, not knowing who it is

%hat he thus ﬂeﬁfiVSS’Of l1ife so rashly. When hs has time

to calm down a 1ittle he begins to realize what must be the
result of this wild aet and says:

For this sams lord,. :

I do repent; but heaven hath pl@ﬂ ad 1t so,
To pupish me with this and this with me;
That + must be their scourge and minister.
- I will bestow him, and will answer wsll
+he death I gave him. 10

Ho always, however, do the impulsive acts of Hamlet’

to trouble. His 1ngtant decision o bo w8 the nlrata

ot
(N
£
je”

enroute to England was possibly the means sf saving

0
B2
O
d

his 1ife. Ismediately upon hls return to Denmerk, howuvar,

. Vv, ii, BB £°.

Inig
Ibi ovIII,‘iifrgﬁé ff-

10

fede

Tvid. III, iv, 166 £f.
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‘we have another example of emotional ingtability, Ophelia

is béiﬂg carrisd to her grave. Lu?rtﬁu, sty k v with griefl,
‘1eaps into her‘ﬁrave imploring the other mourners te bury him
Cwith her. ﬁqwlct mot to be nutﬁoam leaps iLtd th@vgrava L00.
A struggl@ ensues between the two--a terrible thing to happen
atrﬁﬁch’a $ime and in such a place: IHamlet cries out:

I loved Ophella: fartv thousand bvatner@
Could not, with all their quantity of love,
Make up my sumn. What wilt thou do Tor herfP....
'Swounds, show me what thou "1t dos:
Woo'lt wﬁep, woo't fight, woo't fast, woo't tear tbySwlf”
Y4 drink up elsel, eat a crocodile?
I'11l do it. yﬁost thou come here t6 whine,--
To outface me with leaping in her grave?
Be buried quiek with her, and so will I:
And , if thouw prate of ﬂ@uﬂb&lﬂo, let them throw
Millions of acres on us, till our ground,

geing his pate agalinst the burning zone,
Make Ossa like a wart! Nay, an thou'lt noatﬁ,
I’ll rant as well ag thols 11

And the truth 1 that und@r certalin iﬁfluencés E&mleﬁ would
- make goa& ﬁisyx ord and do cne or all of these t“lnrs.
'T@iaughaut thé}play Hamlet hag been trying to bring him-
sélf to the place in his thinking where he:dan kill the King.
He hag never’sucéeeded.' Even after there could be no yessible‘
" doubt of the king's guilt, Hamlet ?uts off the deed with one
ezcuée or another. And vet in a‘m@ment of aroused fury--a
thrusﬁ @ith a poisoned sword--and the deed is dane;
Iﬂ the character of Henry V we have plctured what was
eviéantly Shakesneare's conceptiaﬂ of aﬁ ideal monarch in

the gtronv and AtTGiC man ol aetionm—a ieader W’G oauld

1l 1pbid. ¥, 1, RB87 L.



reanimate his drooping soldiers by a "little touch of “arry
in btbe night." In contrast we have h&ulet the fallure,-—-
a failure as king because he is a man of thought and not of

aebion. There are many fine gualities in the character of

o

3

r\ 5

Hamlet, put they are not the gqualitleés ih make & great

'dr
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grest scholar and & brilliant thi
His philosophy is sound and beautiful, but it does not sal?e
his pr@hlayg,w He is a dreamer who does not know how to make
' his dreams coms true. Carlyle asserts, "The end of man ig

an action and not a thought, though it were the noblest.®

The only time that Hamlet can act is when he is driven by

o

eed quickly witl hout considering

circumsténges to commit soﬁ@
the end af hi3 act. ’E%ep he does not act qguickly, the aect
is 163@ and the idea becomes more important to him than the
deed.
There aré-m good many instances iﬁ the play that show

the paralyzing grasp that idess have upon the faculties of

amlet causing them to "lose the name of actlon.™ The very
first liae that Hamlet upuak~ in the play shows that he 1is
off in the realm of shaum;t |

4 1ittle more than kin, and less than Klﬂﬁ. 14
There follows his play upon the word sun, and his‘explaﬁatian
of hig grief. There are those he says whe can gimulabe the

symptons of griel:
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For they are actions that a man might play:

But I bave that within which passeth show;

These but the trappings and the suits of woe. 13

Later, in the same scene we have Hamlet alone, and we.
‘see that in his thoughts he is toying with the ides of
suicide. Suicide would end all necessity for action:

0, that this too too solid flesh would melt,

Thaw and resolve ltself into a dew! =

Or that the Everlasiing bad not fixed -

His canpnon 'gainst self-glaughter! 0 God!l Godl

How weary, stale, flat end unprofitable,

Seem to me all the uses of this worldl

Fle on 't! ah fle! 't is an unweeded garden,

That grows to seed: things rank and gross in nature

Possess it merely. 14 :

Hamlet coneludes his resolve to cast aside every other
thought save revenge by obsgerving how gtrange it ige-

That one might smile, and smile, and be a villain: 15

When Horatlio observes how unnatural it is that a ghost
should come and take his part in the affairs of man Hamlet
angwerss

There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatlo,
Than are dreant of in your philosophy. 186

Eamlét engages Rosencrantz and Guildenstern in conversa-
tibn. ‘Hegéarns their thoughts to prisons, saving that Denmark
is one. When they 4o not understand he explains thus:

,;,fo§ theré iS'néthimg either gbod or bad, bub

thinking makes it so; to me it is a prison.

Ros, Why, then, your ambition maskes it one; 't 1s too
parrow . for your mind. ' : S

~3b1@- I, ii, 8& £ff..

i4
15

Ibid. I, ii, 129 £f.
Ipid.I, v, 106

6 1via. 1, v, 164 £r.
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Ham, € God I could be bounded in a nutshell and count
'myself a klng of lﬂflnlt@ space, were 1t . not that I
have bad dreams.

Guil., ¥hich dreams indeed are ambition, for the very
subat&nce of the ambitisus is mﬁrel" the shadow of a
dream. - :

Hem. A dream itsclf is but & shadow. :

Ros. Truly, and I hold ambition of so airy and light
“a guallity that it is bub a:shadow's shadow. :

Hem. Then are our beggars bodles, and our monarehs
and outgtretched heroes and the bheggars! shadows.
Shall we to the court? for, by my fay, I cannot
reason. 17 ‘ '

Shortly after this conversation Hamlet discovers that the two

have been sent for and are spying upon him. His accusation

“is followed by an explaﬂaticn of his condition and ends with

a treatise on mans

ﬁnat a piece of work is @ man! how noble in reason!
How infinite in faculty; in form and moving how ax-
press. and adnirablel in action how like an angel!l

in amprehens1®ﬁ on how like & godl the bea uty of the
world! the paragon of animals! 18

Rosencrantz and Guilf stern tell Eumlnt about the new
ﬁhlﬂ&s that are coming to pass in tib t ieater aﬂd }@ dMSWQrS.
It 13vnstvvery strange; for mlﬁgun@le is Hiﬂg of
Denmark, and those that would make mows at him while
my father lived, give twenty, fortj, fifty, and hundred
duecats a-pliece for hLis pilecture in little. *Sblood,

‘there is something in this more than a“tural if phil-
0807 hv eould find it out. 19 '

As the play progresses Hamlet doubts the sto ry told by
the gﬁast'aﬁézis determina& tclmake sure of. the king's guilt
by the uée Qf the play. It seems that Hamlet would be SQ;
carried away by the theuvht of thé play and the eleayimgv wWay

of all doubts in his own mind that there could be ﬂsthing but

Y

Ibid.,II, ii, 244 ff.
19 mpia., 11, 11, 207 f£1.
19 Ipid.,II, ii, 354 ff.,



imjatienee in his mind. Yet in the intsrim between the
conceiving of the plan and its execution Hamlet puts into
words his philosoohy ¢f the famous "Po be, or not Lo be”
apeech.

70 be, or not to be: that is the guestion:
Yhether't 1s nobler in the mind to suflfer

The glings and arrows of outrageocus Torbune,

Or to take arms ageingt a sea af Lraubles,

And by opposing end them. To die: to gleep:

Ho more; and by a sleep to say we end

The heart-ache and the thousand natural shocks
That flesh is heir to, 'tis a consummation
Devoutly to be wighed. 7To die, ta-slaep,

To @leep' perchance to dream: ay, thera's the rub;
Por in that sleep of death what dreams may come
When we have shuffled off this mortal coil,
ust give us pause: there's the respect

That makes eslanity of so long life;

For who would bear the whips and scorns of time,
The oppressor's wrong, the proud man's contumely,
The pangs of despised love, the law's delay,
The insolence of office and the spurns

That patient merit of the unworthy takes,

When he himself might his quietus make

With a bare bodkin? Who would fardels bear

To grunt and swealt under a weary life,

But that the dread of sgomething after death,
The undiscovered country from whose bourn

Ho traveller rebturns, puzzles the will ‘

And makes us rather bear those 1lls we have
Than fly to others that we know not of?

Thus congclence does make cowards of us all;
And thus the aaﬁﬂve hue of resclution, '

Is sicklied o'er with the pale cast of thaught
And enterprises of great pith and moment

With this regard their currents turn awry,

And lose the name of action. 20

How well the last five lines of this quotation express the
character of Hamlet and explain bis shorteomings as king!l
Then when the players come Lo rehearse for the play,

Eumlﬂt is very much concerned over how the p,ay is to be

=0 1tpig. ITI, i, B5 £L,

e —————c—
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given. ¥He gives lengthy instruetions on how they are to
act and speak, discussing fully the purpose of playing and

degtroyed in poor acting. It is

T

how that purpose might b
not that Hamlet is afraid the king will nmiss the point; he

hag 2 good many ideag concerning acting and he wishes to

»

express them., Again he has lost sight of his objectivel

The time for the play wiﬁhiﬁ the plsy arrives. Hamlet
ealls upon his friend, Horatio, %o watch with him to detect
the king's guilt, if it is evident. But Hamlet's thoughts
are net all concerned with the king. He takes this time to
put into words his feeling for Horatio, and to express hisg
idea of a perfect friend:

Why should the poor be flattered?

No, let the candied tongue lick absurd powmp,

And erook the pregnant hinges of the knee

Where thrift may follow fawning. Dost thou hear?
Since my dear soul was misbtress of her ehoice
And could of men distinguish, her election

Hath sealed thee for herself; for thou hast been
As one, in suffering =ll, that suffers nothing,

A man that fortune's buflfets and rewards

Hast ta'en with equal thanks: and blest are those
Whose blood and Jjudgment are so well commingled,
That they are not a pipe for fortune's Tfinger

To sound what stop she please. Give me that man
That ig not passion's slave, and I will wear bhim
In my heart's core, ay, in my heart of heart,
~As I do thee. 21

Even Hamlet finally realizes that this is secarcely the time
and place to wax philoscophical and breaks off with, "Some-
thing too mueh of thig--".

There 1s no question in the mind of Hamlet afhter the

2l 1p14. 1I1, 11, 56 rf.



for him to kill the king while the king is praying.

ot

pleay of the king's guilt. The opportunity offers itselfl

But

does he do so? No. A thought comes to him, which scanned,

nrevents the action.

How might I do it pat, now he ig praying;

And now I'11 do it. And so he goes to heaven;
A villain kills my father; and Tor that,

I, his gole son, do this same villain send

To heaven. ’ '

0, thig is hire and salary, not revenge. 22

Degpite the faet that Hamlet could not bring himself

to kill Claudiuvs, he has killed a man--Folonius. He rounds

off the impetuous act with a true but none the less

dig-

45

agreenbls discussion on how & kKing may go a progress through

the guts of & beggarm

Your worm is your onlyv emperor for dlet: we fatb

all ereatures ¢lss to fat us, and we fat ourselves

for maggots; your fat king and vour lean beggar

is

but variable service, twe dishes, but to one table:
that's the end. A man mey fish with the worm that
hath eat of a king, and eat of the fish that hath fed

of that worm. 33
We see the game strain of melancholy thought in the
vard scene as Hamlel contemplates the skulls thrown

the sesxton. ‘e lements that the end is thig--to be

graves
up by

thrown

about by rude hands no matter who you were or what skills

vou posszessed. His own boneg ache to thipk on it.

In image

ination he traceg the base uses bto which mankind might return.

He concludes:

82 1piq. III, iii, 73 f£f.




Imperious Caegar, dead and turned %o clay,

Might stop a hole to keep the wind away:

0, that that earth, which kept the world in awe,
Sbould pateh a wall to expel the winter's flaw! 24

Hamlet tells Horatlo how he has found out the plan for

hig death in England. He describes the restlessness that
would not let him sleep, and of his arising and going to
the room of his companions. He points outb:

There's a divinity that shapes our ends,
Hough-hew them how we will. 25

He explains the death of Rosencrantz and Gulldenstern by a

generalization:

'Tis dangerous when the bager nabure comes
Between the pass and fell incensed points
Of mighty opposites. 26

Hamlet 1s troubled in mind concerning the approsching
contest with Laertes. Horatio would have him obey the in-
tuitive volece of warning, but Hamlet szays:

Mot a whit, we dely augury: bthers is a sgpecial
providence in the fall of a sparrow. If it bs now,
*tis not to come; il it be not to come, it will be
nowy if it be not neow, vet it will come: the readiness
is all: sinee no man has aught of what he leaves,

what is't to leave bebimes? 27

Hamlet is wounded and knows death is lhnsvitable and

i

ol

near. Yel would he explain some idea of death if he had
the opporbunity:

"

Had I but time~-ag thils fell sergeant, deaib,

;..s‘gf I‘biﬁ. V,, i, 211 ff.
3£
“2 Thid., ¥, ii, 10 £f.
26

Ibid. ¥V, ii, 60 7

i}

27 Tpia. v, ii, 212 Pr.
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Is gtrict in ?1Q arregt~-C, I could tell vou-
But let it be. 28

He could tell them whait? An explanation of this tragedy
that has been enacted before their eyes? In words that would
attempt to explain death itself? We do not kﬁow. it is un-
?ortuaat@ that strength fails him for Hamlet, the man of
thought and not of sction, might have added something of
truth te our philosophy of death, bulti--

The rest is silence. 89

Hamlet knows that be does not possess the abllity to

act--that ability bto set an objective, think out a line of
aeti@n,’ﬂmd go gtraight to that goal. He upbraids himself
time and agalin for his indieision of purpose and habit of

proerastination. He cannot understand hils own nsture when
things around him point out the way; he calls hlmsel? names
and tries %o spur himsell on to revenge, all fo no aveil.

When he sses the players ﬁrought up in grief for the gueen,

Hecubsz, he savs:
¥

&

¥hat'!s Heeuba to him, or he to Hecuba, _
That he should weep for her? What would he do,
Had he the motive and the cue for passion

That 1 have? ...

ot I :

A dull and muddy-mettled rascal, peak,

Like John-a dreans, unpregnant of my cauge,

And can say noithing; no, not for a king,

Upon whose property and most dear life

A damned defealt was made. Am I a coward?

Who calls me villain: breaks my pate aecross?
Plucks off my beard, and blows it in my face?
Tweaks me by the nose? gives me the lis 1' the throat,

s S e aa -
28 nia. vV, ii, 329 £f.
Q{ oy s o

29 Tpid. v, i1, 351 ££.



kill the king while he is praying, and bherefors yraﬂaraa

46

3

As Qw@g as 1o the lungs? who does

}1& »
Swounds 1 shaqlm take itifor it cannot be

Bu% I am plgeon~11vereu and lack gall

To naks @?}f&ualﬁﬂ thter,..'oﬁ :

s me this?

@
piea)

¥ 3

Asain when he seseg the army gf F@rtimbraa'p&gsiﬁg through

the kingdom, many men going 6 their deaths for a mere bauble,

[

he eontintes:

How allk occasions do inform against me,
gﬂﬁfspar wy. édull revenget What is a man, -
¥f his chief-good anhd market of hig time _
Be but to sléep and to feed? & be ast, no more,
Bure, be that made us with such large discourse
LO@KlL? before and after, gave us nct
That Ca:dbllltj and god-like reascn
To fust in us upused. Now, whether it be
Bestial oblivion, or some ¢raven scruple
0f thinking tbo precisely on the event,
& thought which, guardered, hath bubt one part wisdon
And ever threse ,arbs coward, I 4o not anow
“Wihy yet I live to ) say Yohis tnlng’s to do;
8ith I have ceuse and will and strengih and means
To do *H. e '
Fow stand 1 then,
“That have a father killed, a mother stalned,
Bxcitements of my reasocon and oy blood,
And let all slisep, while, te my shame, I sece
The: inminent death of twenty.thousand nen,
That, for a fantagy and Lrick of fame,
Go Lo thelr graves llike beds, fight for a plot
Whereon the numbers c'rmst try the cause,
CWhich is not torb enough and centinent
To hide the slain? ©f from this time forth,
My thoughts be bleoedy, or be mothing worthi 31

When the opportunity to kill the king aris es,'Hamle%
lets the occasio on pass by with sone famtasiicai explanation
Yo himself. on the Titness of the king for death. ghall he

for death?
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Fol
Up, sword: and know thou a more horrid hent:
When he 1s drunk asleep, or in his rage,
At gaming, swearing, or about some act
That has no relish of galvation in '%;
Then trip him, that his heels may kick at heaven,
And that his soul'may be as damned and black
As hell, whereto it goes. My mother stays:
This physic but prolongs thy sgickly days. 32
Hamlets inactlivity and proerastination contrast vividly
with Laertes! wild determinztion for revenge. Laerites loses
no time but comes in impetuous haste at the head of a rictous
mob, overbearing the king's officers and breaking into the
presence of the king himself. Laertes demands:
How came he dead? I%1l not be juggled with:
Po hell, allegiance! vows to the blackegt devill
Conscience and grace, to the profoundesgt pit!
I dere damnation. To this point I stand,
That both the worlds I give to negligence,
Let come what comes; only I'1ll be rsevenged
Most thoroughly for my father. 33
We have pictured Hemlet ag & failure in kingship he-
cause he is emotionally unstable, and because he ig a man of
thoughts and not of deeds. Unable to plan and execute an
act himself it is not sbtrange that he cannot lead others to
great achievement as Henry V does. But more than thig he is
unwilling, as well as unable, to assume the responsibility
of kingship. A great task is laid upon his shoulders and he
sinks beneath a burden which he can neither bear nor throw
off. Despite the faet that Hamlet is a brave man he cries

out:




The time ig out of joint; U cursed spite,
That ever I was boran to get 1t right. 54

He thinks constantly of sulcide ag a way of escaps from re-
sponsibility. Very different is the spirit in which Henry V
meetas his problems:

'"Tis true we are in great danger;

The greater, therefor, should ocur courage be...
There is some soul of goodness in things evil,
Would men observingly distil it out., 55

Hamlet is not greatly concerned because he has lost the
crown. True, as he enumerates his grievances against Claud~
ius he adds usurpation of the c¢rown to the list, but we
never feel that Hamlet cares greatly to be king.

rTh@re is a character in the drama, who plays a very
minor part, one that is usually disregarded, that is very much
the opposite of Hamlebt 2nd very much like Henry V. It is to
him that Shakespeare glves the crown--Young Foftiﬂbras. Let
us look in closing at this charscter and see if in his sim-
ilarity to Henry we can find some of those characbteristics
whiech we bave pointed out as belonging to the ideal conception
of' kingship which is evidently Shakespeare's.

As the play opens young Fortinbras is smarting under
the sense of defeat and loss. His father has lost his life
and éertain lands to the older Hamlet. The vounger Fortin-
brag is not vet even in power because of his youth, but

unknown te hls uncle he has raised an army and is sbout ready

5% Tpid. I, v, 187 f£P.

]
[$41

Benry ¥, IV, 1, 1 T,




49
to march agalnst Denmark. The fact that the young prince has

picked his srmy up from here and there among his followers

and lawless resolutes--tegtlimony of bhis popularity and leader-

ship--are suggegtive of Prince Hal.

When the plan 1z d

g .

igcovered and the prince iz rebuked

by his uncle, he makes peace with his upncle and immedistely

recelves re-inforcements and starts out bo fight FPoland., He

promises never o go against Denmark, but we can in imaginae~
tion see hilg abbtempting to recover Norway's loss &8 soon as
he becomee king--a parallel to Henry T's regaining of France.

Fortinbras' army passes through Denmark, where Hamlet

-

sees it. Hamlet expresses his idea of guch a venture thus:

Witness this arny of such mass and charge
Led by a delicate and tender prince,

Whoge spirit with divine ambition puffed
Wakes mouths at the invisible event,
Exposing what l1ls mortsl and unsure

To all that fortune, death and danger dare,
Even for an e»“~sbnll. Rightly to be great
Is nat t@ stilr without grealt srgument,

But lv to find quarrel in a gtraw
leﬁ hozor at the stake. 38

These

m

are Hamlet's words, but it is Fortinbras that §racticeﬁ
the prineciples.

?artinbrag returng from his conguest in time to look up-
on the tragedy that has befallen the roysl house of Denmark,
Wwhen Horatio says that he can explain what has happened;, Fort-
inbras anawers:

Let us haste to hear 1it,
And call the noblest to the auvdience.

Hamlet, IV, iv, 47 T,

presishiam
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it "my fortune”., Hs lmmedistely assumes command when he
58ys:

Let four captains
Bear Hamlet, like a soldier, to the stage;
Por he was likely, had he been put on,
To have proved most royally; and, for his nasse
mhe soldiers’ music and the rites of war
Speak loudly for him.
Tukf up the bodies; such a sight as thi
ecomes the Tield, but here shows much
Goﬁ bid the soldiers shoot. 38

03
[#3]

Hig generous compliment to Hamlet here is the generousg spirit

of Henrv.

We have traced the story of hould have been

a king and would have been had he possesged the traits of

Q

haracter necessary to kings

o

hip. He does not possess these
characteristies; consequently, he 1z never given the crown.

The crown is placed upon the head of cne who resembles’

et

strongly Shakespeare's apparant ~onception of-an ideal king,

Henry V.
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