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!NTRODUCTION 

In 192.9 the United States Bureau of Honn .Economics embarked upon 

a. program to bring a.bout more careful thought in planning of the cloth-

1ng for the preschool child. Until that tir'e children 's clothing a.s 

prepm-ed in a haphazard fey, and followed old ond unquestioned traditions. 

The program was first introduced to mothors enrolled in child study 

classes. Since that time there has been a ,1despread movement towards 

scientifically des1€,'Xled clothi.ng :for the preschool ohild. 

111:f' e reo.lize that c· l d ren are not miniature adults, but 
individuals with habits, tondencies and difficulties all their 
own, we shall cease des!e,ning their clothing accorcUng to fashions 
made for adults and shall c ive them ga.1,nants adapted to their 
net ivi tios and abilities, comfortable, artistic, easy to handl e 
and la11:1der, dur ble. and henaver possible constructed a.nd 
f stened so tiv>t the child r:i.ay learn self- care."1 

It was not until small children -;ere gathered together in oups 

thn:t particular cons islorat ion 0£ the rela.ti on of the i.r clothing to 

their physica l development \';ias considered to any extent. The f irst 

organi~ed step w taken throU[",h the Bureau of Home Economics when 

they studied,chil ·ren at work and at play and diacovored that their 

clothing not only did not contribute to their physical develop2I10nt 

but was , in most eases 9 a real handicap. 

As a result, certain oelf-holp features :ere intro uced in cloth-

ing of young children. ..t nur.bor of studios hFve contributed to our 

information in this respect . Three studies of pn rticul" r interest in 

ohildron's clothing have been carried on in colleges in the United 

States. One2 of these Md to do th the structural design of the 

l Iva. Irene Sell, Clothes tor the Preschool Child,Journal of Home 
Economics, (July 1928) . 

2 Iva. Irene Sell, A study of t he structural des ign of the clothing of 
pro- school children in rolation to solf care . (Master's Thesis, 
University of Minnesota, 1927.) 



pro school children in r elation to self- ca.re. 
3 Another was the study 

4 
of clothing f .or child.ran from one to six. The third wr- s a ntudy of 

children•s clothing in relat ion to health. Numerous leaflets and 

bullet in"' have been prep red and distributed by the Bureau 0£ Home 

I!:conomios, Department of Agriculture, "!ashington, D. c. , in an effort 

to inform parents how children ' s olothing may aid rather than hind.e-r 

5 
tho young child. ~lb.ile only one book has been ritten whichwae devot-

ed entirely to the subject of prOIX3l" design and selection of children's 

clothing, sevorru. recent books on the subject of child care were found 

to have chapters which deal vith proper clothing for chil dren. 

!'his particular study was undertaken to determine the practices 

of certain mothers in Oklahoma. in regard to the aelection of cl othing 

:tor preschool child.ron and to ascertain to Hh[!,_t erlent current practices 

correspond with tho established standards . 

3 Bessie L. Alford, A. study of cl othing of children ages from ,one to 
eix. ( ster•s thesis, University of Chicago, 19Sl . } 

4 Faye .P ., ltitchor , Children's clothing in relation to health. 
(Ma.star's thesis• Kansas State Collage, 1925. ) 

5 Florence Young, Clothing the Child. 
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PROCEDURE 

Information as to tho ox.tent to which mothers 1.n Oklahoma follow 

the established practices in selecting clothh for their chi ren was 

obtained by tho questionnairo6 method. 

A questionnair dealing with the many a spects of children's cloth

ing 1aa prepared and distributed among three x,ups in the stat a . Group 

one represents mothers of the rural districts , group two s 11 towns 

and city mothers, and group three nursery school mot rs. Count1 

demonstration aeents from selected representat ive counties in each dis

trict distributed the que.ationnairos to thers in tho farm :omen•s 

clubs in their counties. Parent-education directors in the various 

districts distribut d them to mothe in their classes in small towns 

and cities . Mothors of child.ron in the Nursery School, Oklahoma Ag:ri

oulturnl and Mechan1ce.l Colle e ~ Still;;va.ter, were c 1ven th• question-

ns.ire by nursery scl~ol ,vo ·lters . 

ve hundred questionnaires were sent out and distributed to every 

section of the state so that the results might not be effected by 

geographic looation. Whon they -:ere returned and tabulated it as 

found that 2'75 had boon returned, a number sufficient to afford a fair 

sampling of current praot1oos. 

on the questionnaires v·ere tabulated it ,,as found that the 275 

1•oturned questionnaires represontod 162 boys and 184 girls. They were 

so worded tbat a preferenoe or practice could be checked by the mothers 

on questions :pertaining to boys, or only to girls , or to both boys 

and girls . The total number of mothers illing out the questionnaires , 

6 estionnaire in Appendix. 



275, as considered ·hen 1'indine the per cents . 

It is worthy Of note that this pict"'Ure of :practices in Okla-

homa in all probability repre 0 ents too be i::t practices in the otate , 

since the questionnaires wore filled in by mothers enrolled in various 

study clubs. i,hile it is likely th:'1.t most of them did not have special 

instruction concorninc too clothing for pr eschool children, it is avide~t 

that as mombors of study croups, they a.re ale rt to any i nto:r'mat ion •h1ch 

has to do with the welfare of their children. 
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U1T m.PR.h"'T.ATIOM OF DATA 

PRBSCH OL GA.RlU-.MS MADE P!2 HOME 

"A generation ago mothers de most of the clothing for their 
preschool children. Thora was an advantage in this practiee, 
~or !!'.Others could select th3 material, and design tho clothing 

ccording to the needs of the child. Not many mothers, howevor, 
took advantage of this o~ortuni ty; they did not know the child's 
needs."7 

It has been within tho .st ten years that attention haB been 

given more and mor e to tho desi ing of clothing for the preschool 

child. Nur-sery sohool l eaders, psychologists, physiologists , physi-

cians, and home ~conomists ha:vo given or their tiroo and attention to 

assist in improving the :f'oa.tures which may m_os t assist the p school 

child in normal developneut . 

As a result, patterns desi [.ned by the Bu.roan of Rome Economics, 

Washington , D. c., are a.vailabla . Garmon.ts are designed and ma.de up 

by the Bureau, and tried out by mothers and nursery school teach-ere . 

It' the de.sign meets the approval of mothers and nursery school teach-

ore the ttern is . van t o conmorcial pattern companies and thus made 

available to tho public . The Bureau of Home Economics bas, also, 

traveli exhibits of properly deai ed elothin"' f tbs preschool 

child which may be borrowed by e:ii..-tension groups• child cl 1n1cs, and 

nursery school centers. 

::iuf'o.cturers, too, hnve conceived the idea of the demand f or 

sciontifically desir;ned clothing f'or the preschool child, a.ni many 

ga:rmao.to are being offered on the market th acceptable self-help 

features. 

7 Harold B • .Anderson. Chil dren in the Famil y, P• 181. 



Since the ne l y rocomnandac self-help features are bei in-

corpora.tad in the read~~de g rments, there a.rises tho question con-

earning possible reasons why mothers sew for their child.re!1., and the 

garments they most often make. 

"l!s.ny art 1 cl es ma.do t home can be boucht w 1th great er 
saving of money and g ive batter satisfaction than those bo'O(;'ht 
readyrnade . Doubtless all will agree that regardless of the 8 
price it would be foolish to try to make all garmonts at home. u 

6 

The extent t o which mothers of preschool childron in Oklahoma. eow 

:for their children wa-s determined by this study .. It was found that 

aleepi garments were mo often cleat home than other garments . 

lay ga:rmmts were next. Only 7 .s% of tho mothers stated that they 

do no sewing tor their children. Below is the order in hich mothers 

make all the garments • as found from tabulations s 

Boys l>el" Cent Girls Per Cent 

l Sleeping Garments 30.9 1. Clecping Garments 34. 9 

2. l?l~ Garments 21_. 4 2. Underwear 30.0 

3. Sunsuits 17.l 3. Dresses for Speoi~l 
Oocas1on 22.5 

4 . Unde:rwea:r 15.6 
4. Play Garments 2().0 

5. Suits fo~ Spacial 
Occasion 14. 5 5. Coats 20. 0 

6, Coats 12.0 6 .. Sun.suits ll. 3 

AB can be seen from the above table I boys• coats are de least 

often by mothers , 8?:ld a. very small number mal:e suits for opooial 

occasions, On the other hand • nearly twice as many mothers of g i r ls 

mAke drosses for spa c1al occasions. 

a oronce Young, Clothing the Child, p . 113. 
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Tho followine table givoa tho auount of se·IVing done f or pro-

school children s sho. by tabulations: 

:Boys - Por Cent I :Girls - Per Cent 
: s f 

:Nono :.All :Part dlone 

Undorwe 15.6 s 28. 0 t 29. l I 20.7 . S().5 s 10.2 . 
: 2 s 

Sloepi garments 30. 9 t 22. 5 r 17 .. 1 t !34. 9 17. 5 s 16 . 6 
: . . l 

Coats 12.0 I 13.l ' 23.6 21. 4 20 . 0 : 17.5 
: : : ' Sunsuits 17.1 s 14. 5 • 16.0 t 20 . 4 t 11.3 . • 14.2 
• • : : ' Play garments 21.4 22.1 17. 8 l 30 .2 ! 21.1 : 7. 6 

s . • l ' Suits mid dresses for .. . t o I 
. 

' ' ' • 
spacial occas ion 14. 2 : 20. 7 s l S. 9 I 26. 5 : 22.5 : 6 . 6 

It ~pears fro this table that rger p3r cents 0£ mothers make 

e i the:r all 01· pa:t ot tho:, ga:r.-ments for ~h--ir children than do no sewi ng. 

Fewer ur. rwoar and coats for boy nre homomade tl'k"Ul nuy of the other 

garments. thers lea.st ofton make sl eeping arment&. sunsu.1ts , am 

play garments f or boys than other garments , 

Simil arly, mothers make fewer of their da; hter•s coats than any 

other garmant . There ware only 7.6% of the mothers ·who make none 0£ 

the pl ay garments f or the i r t;,il'ls, and only 6 . 6% of them r:nke none of 

the dresses for special oooa.sion • It is intereotine t o note that 

mothers more often make clothing for special occasions £or girl s than 

f"or boys. The por cents of mothers ,.,ho do none of tho girls' sewing 

ar smaller than those doing r1one of the boys' sewi • 
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IIBASOITS FOR S1~'1ING 

.Bel ow is a h.ble showing _redomlnating renso11a vib.y mothers in 

Okla.ho - choose to sew f or th"lir p esch.ool children. as shown by 

tabul t ion o f the quest ionnaires : 

Boys - Per Cent 

Saving 0£ money 

Dllrnb ility of cloth 

Fastness of colors 

Suited to individual child 

Easy to launder 

Good doaign and style 

· Faotenings suitable for child 

Trinmings suitable 

Permanent seam finishings 

Opportunity for devolo:ping self
help 

mjoy sewing 

Possess skill 

Expensive to h i re 

re garments possible 

Garments alterable 

41 . 8 

24.0 

25.4 

20 .0 

17.1 

17.l 

17.8 

36.0 

19. 6 

Girls - Per Cent 

58. 5 

46.5 

27.6 

29 •. 8 

21.a 

35. 2 

42.9 

21.4 

32 . 7 

46.9 

34.5 

This table sho s that the economic question predomi nates in 

a 

providing reasons why Oklaholl".a mothers s for their preschool children. 
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y more mothors gave "saving of money" as a. reason for sewi ng than 

any other. ' Dur bility o f cloth" and "more garments poasible0 rank-

ed next to 1taa."Q'ing of money" . early t i ce as many stated tha.t thoy 

sew because they enjoy sewing as sew because they possess skil l . 

A good per cont of motl'nrs of g irls etatocl that they so in 

order to get clothing 11suited to the individual child" . Mot so largo 

a per cont of mothers of boys appeared to have indivi duality in mind. 

"Fastness of color'' sho ed to b an i.mpoI'tant :factor in inducing mothers 

to sew • 

.AJJ can be seen f r om the tabl e only 17 .a% mothers of boys , and 

22.5% expressed. a. des i re t o sew in order t o attain sel f -help garments 

for girls. It might be i nferred that the mothers are eithe r not 

especial ly interested in sel f •holp garments , or they not believe 

the garuents made at hooe have super-iority ovor rea.d~.9 ga:r100nts in 

that respect. 

y mothers thi nk that colors in materl els t t they use ror 

sewing are more fast than in- read~de garments . There were 24. 0% 

who gave "col or fastness 11 as a reason for sewing :for boys. and 39 . 7% 

gave the same reason f or · a.owi ng f or girls . A li ttl o more than one-

fifth of tho mothers stated tbat one ren.son why they sew is because 

the garroonts they make are easier t o launder than rea~de garments. 

Less than one- ha.1£ as many of the mothers stated that they saw 

for boys because they have ck.ill as sew f or irls because 'Chey have 

skill. Boys' clothing i s cons1 dored more difficul t to make than girls•. 

','hile there aro many reasons which aid in causing mothers to sew 

for their children, it may be co:ncl uded that they do it most often 

to save money , to hav better materi als, and t o have more garments. 



RfilASONS FOR BUYING GAH111.:iNTG READYMADE 

Just as it ,as f oun th:'1.t mothers se f'o1· their cnil en mo st 

often to save money, it was found that they buy readymnde garmants 

mont ofton to savo t ime . 

ha :following table g ives the predominat i ng reasons given by 

the mothers f or sodng for thoir childrant 

Saves time 

No time to se\f 

Unskilled in sewing 

Expansive to hire seamstress 

Good design 

Choice o:f style 

Good workmanship 

Large choice of colors 

Color fastness 

Opportunity for developing self
help 

Suitable trinmi s 

Satisfactory fastenings 

Serviceable 

Ea.ey to la.under 

Garments alternble 

Boys - Par Cent 

33.l 

a.o 

12 . 3 

20.0 

21 . 8 

14.3 

12. 0 

13.8 

9.1 

9 . 4 

10.9 

16 . 7 

7. 2 

Gil'ls - J?or Cent 

9.1 

13.l 

10.9 

14.l 

6 . 9 

5. 8 

3. 9 

5. 1 

8.3 

5. 4 

5.a 

10 



?lext to saving of time,. tho largest per cents think th<:';t the 

designs in readymo.de garments are batter than can be had if' the 

ca.rment::i are l!l<i.de a.t home. Next to saving of time. the largest per 

cents stated they buy girls' things readym.<tde bocause they have a. 

choice of style. 

Ono-fifth of the mothers of boys st~tod that thoy buy readymade 

clothing because it is too expensive to hire a seamstress, while only 

13.1% gave th~t as a reason for buying girls' clothes rea.d~e. 

The reasons which least often prompt mothers to buy clothing 

rea~e for their preschool children ares garments altorable, easy 

to la.llJ.'lder, and no time to sew. 

Only 3.9% stated that they buy gfrls' garments read.ym!lde bocause 

the raad~e garment has self-help feRtures; 9.4% of the mothers 

gave opportunity for development of self-help as a reason tor buying 

readymade earments for boys. 

It may be concluded that moat mothers buy readymade g~.rments for 

their children because it saves tine, ru1d not because they consider 

readyme.de garments superior as to materia1 9 workmanship,. or design. 

11 



It was .found that tbe points most often disliked about rea.dymade 

cloth - for the :preschool child were those points vhich relate to cost• 

wor s'htp, and material. 

The following table shows the distribution of per cants of the 

mothers who <.ti slike certs.in :points a.bout rea.~de clothing, 

Bard to launder 

Erpensive {unless on sale) 

Materials inferior 

Material faces 

lna.dequa.ta assort?:1ent of colore 

Ma.ny models alike 

Rave bolts 

Do not have belts 

Pockets too small 

.Elastic in bloomers 
Too tight 
't rong t yy;a 
Poor quality 

l?lackets too small 

Poor design 

Poor . Ol"kmennhip 
St i tches break 
Uneven stitching 
Buttonholes tear out 

Tri mmings undesirable 
Loose eollare 
Sewed down coll-are 
Bias te.pe sewed on poorly 

.Fastenings unsatisfactory 

Boys 

24.0 

29.8 

11.6 

9.8 

.05 

14.5 

1.5 

s.a 

18.9 
14.2 
30.2 

5.4 
2.6 

21.s 

Girls 

28.0 

43.3 

8.3 

15.2 

30.9 

.06 

.02 

10.2 

20.7 
21.1 
33.l 

10.9 

12.7 
6.2 

32.9 

28.5 

12 



It was found in this study that mothers tho se for their 

chilcl ren do so most often because it is e. saving of money. From the 

above table it can be seen that the point most isliked about ready

made children's garments is that they are considered expensive . 

1a 

There were 36.<>% who think readymado garments ..:or boys are too expensive . 

and 43.3% who h."l.d the sa.iro opinion as to readyma.de girls' clothing. 

The next biggest cor:iplaint was that buttonholes tea.r out. A larger per 

cent thought that buttonholes tear out on gi:rls ' clothing than on boys' . 

The next point most often checked was the c anplaint that the material 

in readymada clothing i s inferior. A l a rger por cent e.x;pressed this 

complaint for clothing or girls . 

Twice as ~ mothers of •irls as of boys stated that thoy u.islike 

, tl~d& garm nts becauso tl o stitches bro k,. This is probably true 

because boys 1 clothes are so often double stitched . others objected 

:wore of'ton to reo.dymade clothing havi many n10dels alike for Girls 

than for boys. 

"Bias te.pe sewed on poorly" was a point more often checked for 

gir;io tru:n for boys . This rl'.l!l.Y be true because bias t apo is not so 

often used on boys' clothing as on girls '. 

Only 16. 3% of the mothers eJq>ressed diss tisfaction with the 

typo of fastenings on boys' readymade garments • v:hile 28.3% of the 

mothers of girls complained or asteni s on girls' clothe ha.t are 

read.ymade . 

Very far; of too moth.ors chcc .ed the points concerning nether 

they do or do not di like belts on readymade garments. A larger per 

cent of mothers expraoaed a. o.isli re for loose collars than for se ed.

down collars. There were 15. 3'6 of the r others who stated th t plackets 



are t oo small in reaeymade clothing or ·irls, while only 11.3% said 

that boys' plackets are too small. 

14 

It may be concluded that mothers of preschool children in Oklm.oma 

object most t o the fo llowing points concerning readyrna.de clothing f or 

their children, exponsive, materials inferior, ha.rd to launder, 'button

holes tear out, and stitches break. 
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It was found 1n this study th.at t he local store is the place where 

most clothing for preschool children is bo ht in Okla.ho . • By tar 

the largost per cents of mothers stated that they purchase the various 

garments for th ir children from the1:r local store. 

The following t ble gives the per conts of mothers :\'hO buy garments 

at the various places where children's garments are soldc 

Boys - Per Cent I Girls - fer Cent 
Local a Jail a Large :Agents :Local :Mail :Large :Ji.gents 
StoreaOrder:Shop- l :Store:Order:Sho]r ' . :ping • :ping l .. . 

2 ;center: 1 ;center, 
• : ' : . • f 

Underwear 36.6t 6.2 : 11.6 0 a 37.4: 3.0 9.1 • . 0 
f f : ' ' t 

Sleeping Garments 28. ' 2.5 7.6 t 0 : 28.3: 3.0 l 5. 8 {) 

• : : . . I t s 
Wraps 28. : 2.5 : 11.6 1 0 : 26.2: 3.0 sl9.l : 0 

• t I J ' ' J 

Sunsuits 23.31 1.4 1 5.8 l () : 24. ' 1.1 : 9.5 : 0 
: ' I t a s 

Play garments 30.2: l.8 t 6.9 1 0 a 26.6: .3 & 6.9 0 
t f s : ! s 

Shoes 39.9: 2.9 ' 11.6 . . 0 t 36.5: 2.5 ,22.2 . . 0 
: : : l f 

Hose 41.8: 2.5: 7.3 0 47.6t 2.5 : 9.1 0 

' ' s . . 
Su.its or dresses : 
for special . : : i ' . 
occasions 25.8: 2.2 . . 11.6 : : 22.4: .7 112.4 . • 

t ' s t ' torials for 1 f : ' sewing 44. 2.5 I s., 44.3: .4 sl2.4 : 
: 

= 
: : 

It will be noted from this t able that voey small per cents 

patronize mail order houses for children's clothing, and none 

stated tbs t they b~ from agents. Many more garments a:ra bought 



from large shoppi centers than from mail order houoes . 

It was found that hose are more o~ten bou at the local store 

and less often bought from other pl ces than oth r articl es of cloth

i ng. Shoes are more often bought at the larger shopping cent er than 

any other clothing article. Sleeping gannmts a.re least often bought 

at the large shopping cent er. 

l6 

Underwear 1s more of'ten bought by mail order than any other 

gannent . Sunau1ts and play garments are bou :t less o .. en from a mail 

order house than any other part of the wardrobe for the preschool child. 

terials for sewing and hoM l ead tb3 list f or articles most 

o:f'ten purchased at the loeal store. 

Ros.sons which ca.use the mothers to buy ,;.bere they do were deter.

mined. The table below gives in per cents too reas.ons influencing 

:purchase places of children's arments: 

Bo,s Girla 

Cost l ess 29. 4 28 .0 

Convenient 42. 9 46 . 5 

Better choice possible 32. 3 32.7 

Favorite brands available 26 . 9 20.9 

Desire to patronize home merchant 35. 2 40. 0 

Charge account 28 . 0 28.4 

Guarante 28 . 0 26. 4 

It may be seen from this table tha.t the p:redomina.ting reason why 

mothers buy at the l ocal store more than at at\V other pl ace 1s because 



it is convenient. Strangely eno h , the reason next in importance 

1s the fact that they desire to pitronize the home merchant. These 

reasons predominate in the seloction of boys' as well as girls' 

garnenta . 

The reason least important t o the motti ors with reference to 

selection of the place to purchase her children•s clothing is the 

fa.ct that t heir favorite b nde a.re vs.Hable. .An eqUal per cent 

l? 

gave as their reason that they buy where they do bec8.Ul3e they have a 

eharge account and stated that the guarantee influences their selection . 

"Better choice available" was a reason checked by a large nwnber 

of the mothers . It would appear that , si nce the moth ers so often 

think of the fact that they have a better choice available,. the large 

shopping cent er would be where they do mo st sl°l.opping. However• they 

have better opportunity to know of sales and ot the articl es available 

in the local store. 



F STill INGS .t...."'ID OPENmos 

In clothing for the preschool child the :fastenin ~s and openings 

provide a nucleus around which the design is built. The e tent to 

which a garment promotes or p elm.es the learning of self-help de-

pends l a r ely upon the selection and placing of the £ a.staiinge and 

opEnings. 

It is important to have openi s, properly placed, to permit the 

child to get in and out easily, plackets eaaily reached, and fasten-

era simple eno'llgh to encourage the child' s trying to manage them. 

"Children are slow, but they t a.Ir.a delight in helpi to 
dross themselves.. There should be the least possible numbor 
of buttons. The buttons should be within reach. It is thought
loss arrl inexcus ble to ha~a a little girl's dre s button up 
the b ck. This unthinking er.1.or does not oecur a.s :f'raquontly 
in bo olothing, possibly because of the sensible tradition 
of having t'a.thor'a ahi.L"t button in front. study made ~ 1th 
children between the ag ... s ot t:t;a.ee al'.ld. five do onstrated t~t 
they could button and unbutton more easily '-'hen the buttons 
ware on halt inch in diameter or "rger. Buttons smaller 
than one-halt ineh in di a.ire tor are not deoirabla for children •e 
clothing. This stu:ly shO'Ne unmista.ka.bly that buttonholes were 
much preferable to loops. Loops can be rocommended for the 
child's clothing only if de of heavy cord or taµ, and if 
tho ends epre"d a.part ,~'hero the ord joins the garment. Over
alls or trousers t hnt have suspend.ere tn ·ht ell ba fastened 

i th such loops instead of with stanped m:§al buckles that are 
so difficult for small fi ere to manage." 

In a study 0 de by Edith !.i. Swlderlin, Stat e of Iowa~ Depart-
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ment or Child Welfare, on Fastenings on U1othing of Preschool Children, 

somo interesting facts ere found . The pu.rpo so of the study was ' (1) 

to detea:mine the relative difficulty of cert in fasteni son clothing 

of a child of preschool age; (2) to develop a. technique for the oatablis:h-

9 Harold .Anderson, Children in the .Family, hapter x . 



ment of norms of aohlevement o c rtain faaten i s.tt Her co:uclusion 

states: "No one size button cs.n oo sa.1.d to be the nx>st satisfactory 

button. but sizes 5/S", 3/4", and 7/8" buttons were more satisfactory 

In a. study made by .Anna E. Bayha, Homo .Economics Department, 

Michigan State College• .East Lansing, ichigan., the fol l owing conclu-

sions re reached: 
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"(l) 
(2) 
(3) 

Zippers are the easiest and take the lea.at t i me to manipulate. 
Lar ·e buttons are better than small. 

(4) 

{5) 

(6} 
(7) 
(8) 

( s, i 
{10) 
(ll) 
{12) 

Buttons three- fourths of an inch in dialn;lter are better for 
pros hool age . 

Bows cannot bo tied until tho fifth yoar and should not appear 
n children's clothing if the child is to dress himself. 

Snaps are not practical unless of the l arge variety that are 
inserted by machinery, and should not be used on children 
under four yea.rs. 

Hoolm aIXi eyes are quite impossible. 
Front open1 s are the most comrenient. 
Right and left sides can ba buttoned equally well, but not. 

so easily as front . 
.A button at side of waistline ie not easily managed. 
Back openill&S are mo dif'ficult . 
lasteningc should not be concealed under pleats . 

lost number of buttons or fasteners roo.Bes for opeed in 
dressing. ulO 

In this study of p.racti ces nd preferences of Oklehoma mothers 

of preschool children the mothors were sked to check the size of 

button, and the ty-pe of fasteni and openi preferred. This 1s the 

di stribution of per cents of Oklahoma mothers who preferred the 

various sizes of buttme: 

Buttons 

1/4 inch 1 s.9% 
3/8 If 24. 7~ 

1/2 " 35.6% 

5/8 II 12.~ 

3/4 It 12. 3% 



lt ill oted ht: t Jorit of r fill in& i t h& 

quontionn i prate· button o (';- finch in dl tor · l • 

T s 1- nu lb :r ot 

c.>urth& inch button. Sinoo 

&C o l hil . eho• 

p.ro:f~rnnc f o r tho thl' -

.crts tell a th t 'buttons or the r 

b s gge t d t t buttons pr t rr by tho lMom ~otherc re sllg t-

lJ too s ll f'Qr t t d! olo t in tho ehU • 

1' rntn ; the t., of t , on1 a referr sho that 

utton rot ... t, or 0 th irls ~ l"8 re n 1t or bo ' 
naps CO "O S()j:!Ot!d Wl t b 

p ':'Of r ,,nco roi• - it>l 

Bal. is d 1rl " 

Bo113 - Por Cont Girls ... re 

Should r _ nl 11.2 13.1 

Front Opening a11. 4 

Side Open111g 4.? a.o 
Back OpG 1 e.o 22.e 

uli Over .:it~l 20 .. . 4 

It 11 e notoit th t the £ront open:1n is the mo ]?QP 

o nlng with mothtlrs of both boys an f.: 1rls. Slip over tyle re 

v1 ·:t17 not unpopular. ThG w ro 22. e% ot the mothers expre s ing 

p1·etcrenco or bac o ni "' f or , · ls,. n lle only si li d th 

tor oya. 

boys alike. 

to le t popu.1 ~ f o girls 



Boye - Per Cent Girl& - Per Cent 

Zipper 38 . 9 18 .. 2 

Ties 12. 3 z2. 2 

Sn.:1.ps 9. 4 27.6 

Hooks nnd eyes 6 . 2 11.2 

Loops 5 . 4 a.o 

ll.oulder openinrs 11.2 13.l 

ro:n.t o~nin s 37. 4 35. 6 

Si de openings 4 . 7 a.o 
..Back open1n.o-s S.0 22.a 

Slip ovar styl es 20.3 33.4 



SHOl~ 

The aver ge person allc.s 56 ,000 mil es duri ~ . lif time . Ha 

w rs shoes t o-thirds of 11s life . Careful selection of a· os for 

the preschool child is ono of tho cornerstones of adul t hoalth. It 

is n oessary not 011ly t o select shoes th t ro properl y SM .. d a.rid 

fitt d to the delicately adjusted mechanism of th~ human foot , but 

they mu.et now also be sel ected in a.cco:t'd.nne with the recently s ol£

h lp features . 
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It is generall y agr ed that a shoe for the preschool child should 

have a st raicht insi de lino , and the toe shoul d be w1 de enough to 

permit the spread of tho t oes. The l ength should be one- half to three

fourths beyond the g re .t toe , the idth one-fourth wider than the foot 

idth, and the hei ght at the t oe ah<>uld lie sUf'ficiently deep to prevent 

pinching. 

Tho ht sho d be gi ven t o tho material in the sho for the pre

school eh ild. Patent lo ther, which i s non-porous and imp vious to 

air, prevents evaporation of moi stur , and is not cons i dered a. good 

material fpr children •a s hoes. · light wei t, soft leather is st 

desir ble, because of its pliability, softness, and lightness of weight. 

Calf ood elkskin are excellent material s f'or children's shoes. 

Since the self-help innovation has rooeived such widespread con

si deration in clothing selection for children, manufacturers are seek

i ng to put shoes for children on the market which ha,ve slide fasten

ings and are easily managed by the preschool child. Bu.ttoned shoes , 

impossible t o button by the child, have almost entirely disappeared. 

Ona o.f the purpose.s of this study wa.s to a scerta in the points 
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considered by mothers in buying children ' s shoes . Tabulat ions of the 

quostion."le.ires shovrod tbE;t size is g iven first conoidoration. .Durabil

ity was eonsidered neL"t in importance, and the shape of' the sho e rank-

ed third. The price o! the shoe receives a. greater conoideration than 

ease ot cleaning while brand is the point least considered. .Below is a 

table showing tho consideration giv en various points in 'buying children 'e 

shoos . 

3hape 

Size 

Price 

Du.rability 

Ease of Cleaning 

Brand 

Boys - Por Cent Gi r1s - er Cent 

47 .3 46 . 9 

49 . a 55. -2 

39.5 43.3 

49 .1 47.3 

34. 5 47.2 

22.5 21.a 

As to style, boots ranked f irst for boys ancl. slippers £or girls. 

Boots proved the least popular styl e f or g i r ls. BelON is the ordar in 

which pra:f arencas ware given for boys and g i r ls• 

]9.n Girls 

Boot Slipper 

Oxford Shoe 

Shoe Oxford 

Sandal Sandal 

Slipper Boots 

or material• kid rBJ1ked :f' ir st £or both g h ls end boys . Calf 

wee next popular for boys, and patent leather for irls. Cloth proved 



to be very unpopular as a. m.aterial for shoes f or both boys and g i r ls. 

Only on mother out of 275 gave cloth as a preferred material. 'fhe 

three most popular teria.ls f o1· boys ' ond g i rls t shoes wore these : 

»OlS 

Kid 

Calf 

Elks.kin 

Girls 

Kid 

Patent L cather 

~lkSkin 

Black l ed tho f ield a$ a color preferonce for boy' shoea . ani 

wh.i te as preferred by tho greatest number of mothers of girls. 

:Below is the order in ·hich color p1·oferences were e lven for gi rls 

and boys: 

Boys Girls 

1. Bl ack l. Ythi-te 

2 .. Tan 2. lilt\O'k 

a. T o-tone 3. Tan 

4. VJhi te 4. Beige 

5 . Brown 5. :i:wo,..tona 

6. Beige 6. '.Brown 
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ROSE AND HOSE ~srEUINGS 

llose are probably sel ected more carelessly than any other item of 

a child's wardrobe .. Too often mothers a.re not sure of the size to buy, 

and buy t hose vhich they "think*' will fit . Jioso hould be one-half 

inch long r tha.n tho foot in order to ive the nocessncy freedom, bu:li 

they should not be long enough to fonn a ridge under tho heel. 

11Wee.ring socks in the winter is a harmful idea and a contra
diction to all or din ry rules of health. The area. of a child's 
two legs from tho knees to the ankle is about tho sa.m as the 
chest area and can lose he~t ro.p idly. Tho growing child needs 
this heat f'or other :purposes. Joints re JX).rtioula.rly sen 1t1ve 
and loss e pablo of resistance to cold thml other prrts of the 
body, because the blood vessel supplying the lege with heat lie 
very close to the surface at the knoe, and exposure of this 
delicate ~ rt easily results in the lowering of the entire body 
t perature.1111 

It is necessary,. of course~ to usa n.a ma suring rod the ohild 's 

own reactions r th.er than the prevailing style or custom. ' imilarly 

ve~riatione in temper ture should determine when soc.ks could be worn 

·lithout hnrming the child. 

ln this study of clothing f or tho preschool child the mothe s were 

a.skod to check the style 0£ hose preferred for 1inter and summer, and 

the f'oll ing t able 1s the result in p · r conts o'f tabule.tione a 

'inter : Sumner 
:Boys s Girls a 1'Qys 1 Girls 

Anklets 9. 4 4. 4 43. 3 J 62.2 
: ' J 

lial.£ Socks 4. ~ l 4. 0 : 12.7 I a.7 
' ' 'S 

Three-fourths Length Sl . 4 : 5.4 I 3.2 . . 1 .. 4 
l i 

Full Length 42.6 . • 46 .2 1.9 4.4 
• . t s 

Fay 9. 4 :. 14.6 • 0 : . 4 

11 Young,. op. cit., P• 108. 
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1'his t able shows that the largest number of mothers prefer full 

length hose f or winter 'or both rla and boys, and anklets for the 

sumner. ..!'ay hose wero .l)I'eferrad by none of the mothers of boys for 

summer and only .4% of the mothers of girls . A very small number ot 

the mothers e .... pres ed a preference ·or half- socks . i hree-i"ourths 

length hose were checked by moi-e mothers f or ~inte r tl an '"' £-so kB, 

but half-socks appear to be more popular or sumner than the three-

fourths length. 

It is evident .from thote fi uros that in O:ltlab.oma long hoso for 

vlinter, and anklets for swrmor, ara unod mor-0 than any o her 13 ·ylo of 

hose f or small children. 

As a fastening for lu.>se,. a majority 0£ the mot.hors a~:prassacl. a 

pre£erenca for upporte:ra suspancled from th aboul era . Tabulstione 

shor.ed tha fo llowing order f or pro erencos for hose hasteninga, 

Girl s 

l. upporter su.spendeu from 1_. Supporte s suspended from 
shoulders shoulders 

2. Supporters suspended ~rom 2 . Supporte s suspended f rom 
hips hips ~. Buttoned hose s. toned hose 

4. Round garters 4. Round garters 
5. , a.stie in top of hose 5. ' stic in top of hose 

rt is e11couraeing to note that the two styles of hose used moat 

for annl 1 ohi-1dren in Oklahoma ara those styles which. fit ovar the bOD.1' 

structures. 

"Garter belts, provided they .fit over the bony structure at 
the hips rather thE>n drag down the rmistl1ne, aro pref a bla to 
round garters worn about the legs . 1112 

12 5arion Juaire. Clothes for the Gro,,i1ina 0-nild, orecast, (..,eb .. 1932). 
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Round garters, worn either in the top of the hose. or separately, 

appear to be th0 lnst choice of Oklahoma. moth.ors. :auttonad hose, which 

are more ".'lxponsive, and usually worn only in winter, were checked by 

more mothers than :round garters, or garters mDdO in the top of hOsa. 



UUD T.MR 

"The idea of t 0a.ch1ng '-· c _ ild to dress him.self is much 
mo:i.-o significant th.an may a.ppeai• on th surf ce. It i e ·l y 
a device for tee.chine him t o coordinate his movements, to con-
centrate on one thi at a time• to develop discretion iu the 

mattor o:t sclocti olotoo , and to givo him thnt self con
fidence which cotnes only from havi a.chitlved eomet ·ng by his 
own e:ffort. 1113 

Many self-help features have been incorporated in unde ear tor 

childr n recently"t which Makos drassi and undressing a simple task 

for sm'..'..11 nd ometiJMs clumsy f'nv.ors . 

Unde aar for the prer-<chool. child should be sinple, comfortable, 

loose onot1.gh to m rmi t abaolute freedom of e.11_ parts ot +he body, and 

of fa.brio that may oo easily md :readily clenned. 

It is important to consider in unde?'\vear selection that the body 

of the child mu.st be protected against chill, but 1 should net ba 

too heavy to prevent proper radiation of body heat and wast s. One 

doctor hna cmnpar d the body to the engine of e.n utomobile,. and 

states that overheating is a.s dtmgerous to the human body as it is to 

tbe automobile engine. 

It is necessary that children's unienrear be cut runply at the 

crotch to :void binding during pley or sleep.. Plenty of :fullness 

assures the child's comfort when sitting . 

In this study of :practices of mothers in Oklahoma concerning 

clothing for the preschool child, the mothers wore asked to check the 

type of underwear worn by her children in sunmer and winter. Per 

cents of mothers express ing a choice for the various typos 0£ under-

wear were divi ded as follows: 

13 G. 'l' raub, Primer o f Unde e r for Children, l"ictorial Review• 
{November 1935). 
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The typA f wrnp for the :,reschoo l chil~ h:--"' ha· extert i e con-

si deration recently. As a rost.lt the snow suit lu:s been cl elo ed. 

It is a one-piece g l'r!1en , m1d allows f 11 freedom f or play. 

'~~om tter ho ·; cti\re tr.e pla.:' , a on':l- ieco outfit ~.ill not 
pt'll.1 ape.rt at tho waist and l et ln tho cold as do two-piece suits 
over the bdomen ruld about the h i ps. , as in t 10-pioce out its long
er jackets . Little folk are hort in stature and their figures 
plump so thnt extra. t hickness a.bout the r1ri t can be a cal 
hindrtmce to th stooping that is eo much a psrl ot their pl ay. u14 

It i s consid er d advis8bl e to mve child on 's !)lay wraps made 

in gay colors, in or-cbr to be oore pl eatiin"' to 'the c hild and mo re 

ro dily soon by tm motorist .. 

A pur.pos . of this stuey as to c etormin .• the type of , rap .vorn 

most by :preschool cb. il ' en i n Oltld1orna. llothcrs v·o1-o asked to chock 
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the t !J)O o f wrap worn by their c rlldren, wrutbcr . one-piece play suit, 

coat, eoat and leg'1'1ns, lumber j a.cket, or short coat. 

Bel is ~ table showing the preforencos expressed f or the varl ous 

wraps f or cold days : 

Zipper suit : Two piece 
Ona piece 

Coat 

Coat and legeine 

Lumber jaoket and l<ggins 

Short leather coat 

Boys - Per Cent Girls - Per Cent 

12.4 10.9 
6.2 4.4 

31.l 46.9 

9.9 13.l 

v.2 .7 

10.2 16.7 

14 Clarice L• Scott and !Ja.rgaret Smith, Fabrics and Dress f or Children , 
armers ' Bulletin , No . 1778. 



As may ba seen f rom this table the co t is tho most popular 

type of wra.p for preschool child-ren in Oklahoma, e. pecially f or 

girls. This is prob..a.bly true b cause the coat is one of the 

garments most often ma.de at home fo:r the , irl, and a eo t takes 

less material and is m.P.de with loss difficulty th.au a snowsuit. 

A coat and leggins proved to be more popul r than the one or 

two piece zipper suit for girls. 

"or boys a. two ... piece z 1ppor suit ranka d next to a coat in popu• 

l ari.ty. A short, le thor jacket r.i-itlked third. 

It is disappointing to note the,t t.he one-:r,i oce zipper wrap, novt 

known as the snow suit, w s checked by the smallest number of mothe rs. 

since it is the type of wr p n reconmeuded by the United States Bureau 

of Rome ·conomics and nursery s-chool d ireotors . 



llA.TrnI 'IJAJ 

~or some years the :Bur et.u of Homo Economics has baen studying 

fc.brico anl clesigna f or chil tl:ren ' s olothi?Jg in 1esponse to the dema.nds 

of both the pro ucor and the oons'U?ller. 

Cotton is g iven f irst place cs a fibo1~ suitable for c il · en be-

cause it is yiold11J8 and :f'lrodbla , and d.oes not irritate a. small ch1ld•a 

skin. Cotton fibers t rum dyes woll, wh ich mako<J gay colors :posai ble 

ani this serves as e protection to ohildron under present day traffic 

conditions. ~ sc of latm.dering is :point h1 f. vor o:i. cotton, d 

finally its che pness . 

ool is considered suitable f or outer wrEJps and other purposes 

where armth is na dad r.ithout excessive woight bulk. Howevor • 

y of the wool roato't'ials have to be dry cloan0d, r7hich adds to the 

ez:pense of the c; -::-roont .. 
15 

Clarice L. Scott s ryg sts th.ton cold days 

the child woe r n lir ht woigh.t ona-:p1 co washable suit over t ho wool 

play suit .for f'U.rthor :protection to th.a child against the wind, rain" 

and sno , , end to :protect the . arment hich is not wa.sha.bl e . 

Linan is considered the cleanest n'Jf"toria.l becr.u.s e of its smooth 

surface and bck of' natural oil. Ryon i s sor. etimes used fo r ga.r!Q9nt s 

f or special occasions, nd in knit ted underwear and hose for c h ildren. 

Silk and rayon are hardor to ca.ro tor than cotton and linen, and there-

fore are not so appropriate for childl'en•s clothing. 

In this atudy o'I the prnct1ces 0£ Oklahoma mothers in buying 

clothing the mothers were asked to check the material preferred for 

winter am summer. 

15 Ibid. 
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The t able below g ivos fiber preferences o 61--~~,;,-!~ ' ij, U.l.irJm 

LlBRARY 
fouttd by tabulations i NOV 1 . 938 

Por Cent ' Per Cent 
Winter I Sumner 

l3QYS ' Girls • ,Boys . . Girls 
f I 

Linen 13.8 1 s.7 : 32.0 t 22.2 
i .l ' Silk 0 : 14.4 I 5.6 . 26 . 2 . 
I I : 

·ool 42. 5 J 30.0 I 0 l 0 
J : I 

&.yon 0 I 6.5 I 5.1 I 10.2 
l I ' Cotton 29,.l J 35.3 l .22.6 • 50.5 

The results of th& questionna.ires indicate ths.t eottan is the lead-

1ng material for both sumner and winter f or . irls. Wool .is next popular 

f or ""irls for winter. and silk for stt?IlOOr. re mothers e:r.presseC: a. 

preference f or silk than for linen for girls. Several mothers stated 

that they desire silk f or good dresses , and wool for real cold days 

only. Rayon did not :prove to be a popular material with motll.ers tor 

children's clothing. 

Strangely enough , more mothers ox.pres-sad a preferenee f or linen 

than for cotton for boys in sum.er. One mother said , ,.You Just can't 

baat a linen suit :t"or boys • 11 Per cents of mothers checking rayon or 

silk for boys was small for sum.nor, rnd none for winter. Wool appear-

ed to be the choice of the greatest number. of n;othere of boys for rlnter. 
• r • '"' t • • • .. ·. . · ..... 

The mothe'rs were asked to cheok t~ ~te7i~ which 1te.y. •like for 
• • '-. ·~ · t : • • - • • • : • 

children's wraps.. Below is thee numbe~ 4istri:l>~.ioii" Of0 ~0th~l' ho 
:. ·.: . .. ,. ~·.·:: .. · . 

.., .. . . . .. 
expressed a choice for tre various nteria e for·wra:ps : 

. . .. ( . . 



Boys' ; Girls': Boys' : Girls' 
Coats ' Coats J Zipper Zipp)r 

l • Suits I Suits 
l ' ' Tweed. 65 I 49 ; 0 l 4 
l ' Chinchilla 2'1 l 51 I 9 I 5 
I I t 

Serge 22 f 21 : 0 ., l 
1 f I 

Covert Cloth 7 ' 8 J 0 I 1 

' a I 

l<'.nnel 22 t 60 I 0 : 3 
t l I 

Cheviot 9 : a 2 ' 0 
'I l l 

Leather 25 l 3 I 6 I 0 
r I ' Suede 15 I 3 i 20 I 5 
r l • '" Suede Cloth 1, t 9 • 22 l 13 
J ' I 

.Fur a 1 3 f l : 0 
i J a 

Jersey 11 I 8 ' 3 s 4 
I I l 

Corduro¥ 15 l 2 I 5 I 2 
: ' 

. . 
Brushed ool 13 I 20 I 5 ' 3 

: : I 
Rubberized Cloth 4 I 6 I 2 ' 0 

I l 1 

Denim 2 : 2 a l 0 

A.scan be seen from the table. the g:reatest nurnbor ot mothers 

desire tweed, chinchilla, leather, flannel, and serge for boys' coats. 

Denim, fur, oh.evict, and covert cloth ere least popular,. 

iL>or girls' coats flannel as the most desired m.'9.torial. Chin-

ehilla, twoc , and serge ranked next in preferred materials. Donimt 

oo rd.uroy, f'u:r , suede, and leather ero popula.r runo: 0111.y a few mo t he rs 

for girls. 

For boys' and girls• zipper suits., sued.a cloth was chosen by the 

greatest number of mothers., with suede ranking next. lla.terial for both 
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boys' and girls ' dppor suits was checked by only a fe-w ot the mothers . 

Throughout t he questionnaire , mothers did not show much interest in 

the one-piece wrap f or g i r ls or boys .. 
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.A.CCESSORD.!~ Ill TIIE PRESCHOOL /ARDROBE 

One of tho queotiona of t ha que at ionnaire h ad :for it o pu.rpose-

attainment of int·or t ion concerning the mi ooellaneous articles which 

are included in the preschool wardrobe . 

The follOWi ll6 table gives the per ceo.te of mothers who abated that 

the various mi seellanaous articles are a p rt of their child's Nardrobe 1 

Boys Girls 

Cap 35. 4 25. 1 

Bat a.7 29.l 

Beret 16,0 46 .• 2 

Rockey Cap . 2 .3 

:v1at ion O!Ip 29. l . 3 

·ttens 
ool knit 30.6 29.5 

Leather s.o 3.Z 
Cotton knit 10.9 14.9 

Gloves 
ool 18.2 20.0 

leather 10.5 6. 2 
Cotton 10.2 14.2 

Raincoat 17.l 17. 4 

Bathing suit 33 .. 4 54. 5 

Umbrella 2.9 '7 . 1 

Galoshes 11. 2 14.1 

Rubber hoots 17. 2 7.1 

Rubbers 5. 4 7.1 

Bed room slippers 29.l 3.2 .. 4 
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Tho t a ble sho s that a cap is the favor ed head wear for boys, and 

the beret for gir l • Only . 2% am . 3~ of the mot hers of boys and 

girls respectively stat-d tb3.t t heir children ear a hockey cap. Next 

to the cap the aviation helmet is the choice for boys, and the ha.t 

is next to the beret for girls. Only 8.7% e pressed a desire for hats 

for boys. 

The most popular type o f coveri for the hands is the wool kn.it 

mitten. :Sext t o tbe wool knit mitten, comae the wool glove for both 

girls and boys. Leather mittens a.re the loast favored covering for 

the ham • 

A re.inc t ia used by 17 .1% o:f' the boys and 17 . 4% of the gil'l s • 

A. third of the boys and girls have bathing suits . Only- 2 . 9% of the 

boys use umbrellas, but 7 .1% of the girls have them. A few more of 

the mothers prefer to use galoshes for girls than. :for boys. There 

were 11.2% ,.,ho use them for preschool boys, and 14.1% who use them 

for girls. 

Rubber boots are used by 17. of t.he boys~ but only 7. 1% us 

them f or girls . bbars are less popul r than rubber boots for boys , 

but equally as popular as rubber boots for g irls . Almost a third 

of the ch11 n have bedroom slippers, but they are used slightly 

mora fo girls than for boys. 
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The attempt to effect such seli'- help tea.tures as will im.ke their 

:product superior to others in the field appears to be the aim 0£ lead-

i:ig manufactu.rffS of cl.otbing for :proschool children tod.~. 

uReaearch in the :field of self- help goes on continually. 
lieru.'1.ing ma.nufaeturers ha.Ve staffs mrking on the improvement and 
promotion of self- help fee.tu.res . Th,&y ere studying such problem$ 
a.s slide fasteners . 'r'he invention of buckles that may be fasten
ed by tbe young child is another ta.sk engaging the a.ttenti.on of 
eApert desi&1.1ers and psychologists . Tha self-help l'I!Ovement is 
like a cru.sad.e spreading through the country. .Mean,,hile heliful 
suggestion.a are eagerly sought by v: orthwhile manu.faeture.rs . '1 6 

!rhese studies a.nd research oa1•rte<l on by the manu£actu..rers have 

re·sulted in mmir garments whieh ma::, be accepted aa favorable to the 

best devaloprnmt t oward independence in the preschool child. 1::hile 

a n1Sjority of the latest improvement have been on underwear for the 

Ona piece suits. of underwe$.r have appeared on the mrk0t for boys· 

which have a buttonle-ss . ., d:rop back that is held up by an attached. belt 

and tapes at tho side that fastens in front . This garnBnt encourages 

toil.et independence during tne preschool yefl:rB. -

There .is another type of underwear for both boJa ~n.d girl$ which 

ha s evo:r',l'Jear elastic in the dropsoat . and bloomers with. a ,11ide ela.atlo 

in the ha.ck !or H t tle girls. El&sti.o webbing or la,stex is :replacing 

buttons whorever possible in. all tm;ies of underwear for the preschool 

child. 

ai oxford for young children. 1s now on the ~rket which has a 

16 :Margaret Satterthwa1 the t :Manufacturers and Moth.a rs Together, 
Pa.l'ents !&igaz1net {.Octebe;p 1935}_. 



slide fastener thct can easily be II1Dll8(;ed by the child. Baretofore 

shoes h£.ve been the stumbli ng block in a compl ete aelf- help wardrobe. 

Coveralls may now bo 'bought ·:,hich havo zipper fastonings , and 

paJama.s are available which have slide fasteners instead of buttons. 

39 

irhe snow suit is the latest sel f - help innovation in tho way 0£ 

wr aps• lfhia is a one- piece garirent 1hich a llows freedom for play• 

and provides adequat~ protection. It is equipped with slide fasteners 

which can easily be managed by the ehiid. 

I t is most encouragine that manufacturers a.re endeavoring to pro

duce garmonts or i ginal in design, and best adapted to proper develop

ment in the child. It there is as much prog ress tose.rd improvement 

in clothing :tor tho preschool child in th& noxt ten years as the re 

has beon in the l " st ten,, it may be expected that the near future holds 

sorne rgdioal chan n-ee in th& wardrobes f or the :preschool child. 

i.lany manufacturers have adopted trade nmies f or the i r :products 

which carry the sel f - help i mplication. >.toat of these a.re makers of 

knit we r, underwear, and pa..jamaa. Jmong these trade nrums a.re Klad

ezee • J1ffy-Dovm. . Quickies, a.ni Vanta Self- Help garments . '?he expres

sion nself- Help" is registered by the Earnshaw Knitt i ng Company , makers 

of Vanta garments for the infant and toddler. 

In this stud.y of prctioes of Oklahoma mothers in clothing 

sel ection for tho pre.school child some inf ormation was 001.:ight co:ncern

i ng preferred brands of un rwaal' • su1 ts , and dresses. 



The followine table g ives the per conts of mothers who express

ed a proi'eronco to certain brands of shoes for children: 

exies 7. 2 

Buster Brown 29. l 

crobat 4 . ? 

Proper Built 4 . 0 

Health Fit 4.0 

Pied iper 7. 4 

Simplex 'lexibles 5.1 

Ground Gripper 5.1 

Red Goose 36 .4 

Poll Parrot 14. 9 

Tiny Tots 4 . 3 

No certain Brand 50. 2 

Red Goose shoes proved to be the most popula r brand named with 

36 . 4% of the mothers stat ing they pro:terred this brand of shoos . 

Buster Brown shoes, w1 th a per cent of 29 . 1, were next to the Red 

Goose . ..Unioat one- third of the mothers s ta.tad that they ll9.Ve no 

brand preference f or shoes . This is in acco rdance 71th tho earlier 

findings reg&.rdi oo the buying of shoes for ohil an that brand name 

is one of the points least considered. 

The mothers 1ere asked to ohack their preference in certain 

underwear brands . The following table gives the ~r cents .of 

mothers expressing a choice of tho brands of tUx'.lerwea~ listed: 
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Boys Girls 

Vanta 13.l 20.7 

1li.nnes.po lis 10 .. 2 9.4 

Arnold Knit 0 1.1 

4\!eridian . 3 . 3 

Utica Knit 2.1 1.4 

Glover 1.1. 0 

Forost lls 1.a .7 

Seal ack . 3 0 

Carter 1. 8 .7 

Athena 0 0 

No cert in brand 25.8 30.9 

According to this table Vanta underwear is p:::-eferred ove.r others 

in the list. Minneapolis ca.me next. More mothers stated that thoy 

had no brand preference than ox.prosse-d a choice of any certain brand. 

It mar be concluded that mothars do not patronize certain stores be

cause they carry favori to brands .• 

An attempt was made to determine the favo:rite bra:rxl nam3s for 

suits and dresses. The following gives the results of this investi

gations 



Jack Tar 

Oliver T ist 

Tom Sawyer 

Little liastar 

Xlad- ea 

Kiddie Co<rter 

..rust Rite 

J • ti. enny 

C.. R • .Anthony 

Other brands 

er Cent 
Boys' Suits 

11. 6 

13 . l 

1 . 9 

5.S 

20 . s 

7. S 

iz.o 

J?er Cent 
Girls' Dresses 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

17.S 

Tom Sawyer suits for boys proved mo re :popular than acy other 

brand listed.- J. C. anny garments were next . Too re ·as li ttl 

difference in the popularity of Little MB.star, Jack Tarr, e.nd Ka~ee. 

Kla.d-ezee appeared to be practioa.lly unknown. J. o. :Penny dresses 

were pre:f'erred for the girls. 

Other brands mentioned by the mothers were Kate Green: a:9, Jean 

Carol, $).l7 Dean, Georgia lie.id, Cinderella., Sara. de Sieux, Santone• 

Patricia lfoody, and Kiddies ?al . 



SUWA:RY AND OONCWSIOUS 

Tho purpose of this .study was to determine the practices in 

buyin clothing for certain preschool ch ildren in Oklahona .. ive 

mmdred questionnaires were oent out . nd dist1·ibuted by parent edu

cation directors , oounty demonstr ation agents , and the Oklahoma .Agri

cultur~ and echanical Colloge urs,ery School. Two hundred am 

seventy- five of the questionnaires were returned. These facts am 

conclusions are results of tl ese tam latio , 

43 

Sleeping g rmente a.ro the ga.rmonts most often made t ho~ bf 

mothers o:f' :preschool children in Oklehoma. This may be tru.o because 

s l eeping gannents are more eaei ly ltl[ldo, and requi re no intriea.to tail

oring problems . Perfect fit in a sl eeping garment , too, is not a s 

essential as in other garments. 

Play cloth.e s f or oys and g i r ls are de next oft en. It is 

necessary for smal l chiluren to have a. number of play ga.rxoonts,_ and 

by mal:ing tham at home it is possible to he:te more garmants. 

Coate :for boys are made less often than any other gal'lllent for 

boys . :Boys' coats are usually strictly tailored, and requi re more 

skill to mBke than other garments. Girls ' c ts are "de more often, 

probably bocause they m.n.y be made with leas difficulty, am. because 

used materials may more often be made into coats for girls than for 

boys . 

Girls• dresses fo.1.· speci a l ocoasi ons are among garrrmnt s most 

often made at hon"e , and boys' suits for special occasions a.re among 

those least often made a.t home. Boys' suits require akill i n tc ilor-

ing. There are mtaJ.y buttonhol e s to lllDke, and exact f it required 



i:t the garment is acceptabl e . On the o her hr.nd g irls' dresses may 

be made more simply and out or lees material. 

Saving of money is the predominat i ng reason !h i eh prompts mothers 

to sew for both g irls and boys . Other leading reasons as movm. by the 

questionnaire ares 

thers probably feel that they need to sew f or their children 

because the falllily income is indefinite. Oklahoma. is definitely an 

rioultura.1 state. Ru.ral income most often comes during one season 

of th& yoar , only, which necessitates a. greater aioount of oa.retul 

managing than whero thoro is a regular weekly or monthly income. 

Garments for preschool children m~ often be mado at home out of 

torials which have been used , enabling t he mother to get tull value 

from materials which she has on hand. 

The reason v.hiah most often prompts mothers to buy readymade 

ga.ri.nent s f or their preschool children is that it offers a savi ng of 

time . Other l eading reasons a.re good deeign , and choice of style . 

It is probabl e that mothers who do not sew £eel that thoir t i me :is 

.vorth more to "their families spent in other activities. It is a 

significant fact t hat mothers do not aPP3a to be dissa.tis£ied with 

the des ign in roadymr..de cloth i ng for c hildrmi. 

b'or the most :pa.rt • mothers consider that rea.d.ymade armauts for 

children are ver-y expensi V3 . fa.nufaoturers and retail ers in tnallY 
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oases have capitalized on the demand £or sel f - help features in garments• 

and have increased the price accordi ngly. Adva.."ltage is taken , too• of 

the recent enthusiasm for sa.n.forized ga.rmmte . '7:here handwork has 

appeared the price is oxorbitant. It is known that a mother's sent1-

mant may ca.use her to pay a high price for merchandise f or her small 
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child a.nd many merchants adjust the price accordi ngly. 

Interior workmanship and poor materials are other :tea.tures di s

liked about readymade garments . Children's clothes have ha.rd wear, 

a.re laundered o.f'ton, and last only a short time if not ma.de of sturdy 

material.. Ma.chino made buttonholes are often p oorly made t o cut down 

the cost to the- manufacturer. 11·'reqwntly- the machi nes a.re set so that 

the threads are too fai .. a.part to give service. 

A majority of Oklahoma. mothers prefer a button it" in diameter and 

less for preschool garments, which is leas than the aize that young 

chila.ren manage roost easily. Du.riDf; the time tho child is an infant , 

buttons must necessarily be tiny, but wherL the child reaches the :pre

school a.ge a:nd. i learning to do things for himsel f, it is ,ell to 

assist him by having buttons sut'i'iciently larse for him to handle . The 

proference for small buttons may indicate that the mothers are either 

not informed., or wi sh to prol ong the child's dependence upon her. 

M.ore mothers in Oklahoma prefer buttons than zippers or faston

ings on preschool clothing. They ma:y have 1n mind the difficulty that 

child1-en often have th zippers I and the fact that zippers a.re G.l;.}>en

sive, difficult to find in the right l engths , and nom3times . ive troubl e 

in ln.undering. 

The point given first attontion in buyin shoes is size. After 

that comes consideration o:.. durability, thon sh.a1>e. J:ir1ce of shoes 

reccli·1on groa.tor consideration than bralld or oa.se of cl eaning. 

Since mothers give the size of tha shoe so much consideration 

it should behoove the merchants selling children's shoes to equip 

themselves with an orthoneter, · device to ensure properly fitted shoes . 

The prico of shoes ie considered excessive. 



Oklsho.ma. motmrs pro:f'er boots for boys over any othe r style, anl 

slippers for girls. Boots are usually the mo st sturccy type of foot ... 

wear for boys, whicll probably accounts for the choice of boots. Kid 
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i s the choice material, probably because of ito sof tne~s and pliability. 

l3la.ck i.S the color chosen by the greatest munbcr Of mothers for 

boys' shoos , and white f or girls' shoes . Boys are usually rougher on 

shoes than g irls, and thus black might naturally be selected for boys , 

and hite for , irls. 

Anklets are preferred bF Qklahoma moth)rs for children in sumn r , 

and :f'ull length hose for the cold days of winter. Thi s pract ice cor

responds with standards recommended f or young children. 

· thers in Oklahoma. most often choose a light eight, one- piece 

cott on knit type ot unde?"',"Tear for their preschool boy for summei- and 

wi nter. This type may be chosen because of the mild climate in Okla

homa., hioh in most instances makes it unneoessary ,to wear heavier 

un rwear. i'leoce lined under. ear having long sleeves and lo.ng legs 

is used by more rural mothers than small to m or city mothers. Blooroors 

or panties matching the dress are the choioo of the great est number of 

mothers o f girls for sunmer. and s ono-piece cotton knit type of under

wear for nter. 

A coat ia the choice wrap for both girls and boys . This praferenoe 

i s g iven during tha campai gn f or tho one- picoe snow suit . Oklmoma's 

mild climate may a ccount for this choice. However, raadyma.de snow suits 

are usually expensi ve because of the good grade of wool material , zip

pers, and patented buckles so ofton used. Since sno sui ts require more 

material than coats, even ,hen ma.de a.t home, the cost is consi der b ly 

greater . Snow suits usually require dry cleening, \<h ich lso ~ <icls to 



the expense of the garment. 

Clothing made of cotton materials is the choice of a majority of 

Oklahoma mothers for preachool girls, for both summer and w1nter. 

Linen is best lilrod for boys for sumnor, since it adapts itself well 

to tailored suits, and l :u.nd.ers eaai ly. Wool is the matorial prefer

red for boys for winter • .Many mothers expressed a preference for wool 

Jersey for winter suits for boys . 

Twoed is the material liked by the mo st mothers for boys' coats . 

Tweed is dur ble, and usually mado in colors suitable for boys . It is 

not expansive, and lends itself to tailored effects . ..tlannel is tho 

choice material for girls ' coats. Flannel is soft and dainty, and 

wears sufficiontly well for stmll g i rls . 
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Red Goose shoes a.1·e chosen over other brands of shooo for preschool 

children in klah.oma. Tho fact that the brand is found in more Oklahoma 

stores th.an other shoo brsnds n1a.y account for the choiee. 

The Vanta brand ur.derwear is .. orn by more child.ran than any other 

brand. ihe makers of Vanta un e ear were pioneers in attempting to 

incorporate sel:f'-help features in their garxoonts.. Ihi.le there are now 

many companies making similar garments,. they are :not yet so well ltnown, 

and their products not so generally fou11d in stores in Oklahoma. 

Tom Sa: ,yer i s the leading brand f or boys' suits. Tom Sawyer suits 

are known for their eood f it, desirable tailored ef~ects, and good 

materials chosen 1or tl:eir garmanta . They havo made no conspicuous 

effort, however, to incorpora:tE:1 t.he recorrmended self-hel!) feat·i:i.res in 

their gannents. J. c • ..PeP.ny suits and dresses are used by many mothers 

in Oklahoma f or their children. Accessibility may account for this choice. 

others buy t=s-armenta f or 1)!·oschool children in Oklahoma most oft.en 
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at tho local store, the reasons being t t it ls mo st convenient end 

they esire to pntronize tba home merche.nt . The l .rge shopping center 

1a more ofton patronized than mail order hous&. Only small per 

cents choose to buy from a mail order house . Increase in local facil

ities for shopping, a.."ld the pleasUre obtained in going to tcwm to shop 

may account for this lessened amount of n1ail order patronage. 

A ca.p is the most popular type of hea.dwear f or boys, and the beret 

for girls. The aviation helmet is tm second choice :for b-oys, and a 

hat for girls. Jool mittens are proferrod for both girls and boys 

over otho r styles of hand coverines. !ittens e.re easier to put on than 

gloves ith fingers, arid m~ be classed as self-help if they are not 

too ti ht at t~ rist. Unbrellas, bathi suits, rubbers, and galosh

es are not used to a great extent :for :preschool ohildre-n. :t.Io:re of them 

have bathing suits than other miscellaneous articles in their wardrobeo. 

In general, the current practices in buyi clothing for preschool 

o)lildron in Oklahoma do not conform ~ 1th accepted tand~..rda of pro-

cedure. thers are either uninformed, o~ little interested, in self-

help clothing. It appears from information obta1nod that too often 

clothing is selected w 1th ppearro1ce, rather then the possibility of 

promoting independence and development in the child, the prinoipe.l con

sideration. 

It is re conmen ed t t extension groups , ntu.d groups , and home 

economics teachers make greater effort to seo t~t needed information 

be brought to 1:1others of preschool children in 01""..l~ o, • • 
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A STUDY O ' CLC1rHI rG FOR PRESCHOOL CHILDREN 
m OKLARm· • 
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This questionnaire is being sent to s{)veral hundred mothers ot pre
school children in various sections of Oklahoma, in an effort to seca.re 
infornw.tion coneerning general pr cticoe in clothing selection and con
struction. Your coo:perati on in checking your o pre:f'erenoes will assist 
us in obtaining d t a, and 111 be greatly appreciated. 

l. Pl ace of residence. 

City - Town - County
Sect ion of Oklahoma --

2. Children in your family from two to six years . 

Boys: 
Girlss 

Number -
Number -

Age
.Age -

3. .Amount you sew for your children 
Bois : 

All Part :None: 
Underwear : 
t>leeping garments : 
Coats 
Sunsuits 
Play garments . . 
Suita and dresses for epocial 

occ sion t 

4. Check your reasons for sewing for your children 

Saving of money 
Durability of cloth 
Fastness 0£ colors 
Suited to individual ohild 
Eaay to launder 
Good des ign and style 
Fastenings suitable for child 
Trinmings suitable 
Permanent seam finishings 
Opportuni ty for developing self-help 
En.Joy sewing 
Possess skill 
Expensive t o hire seamstress 

re garments possible 
Garments alterabl e 

Boys 

: 
: 

. . 

: 
s 
: 

. . 

,Mh 
.: 
I 

• 

Girls 
Part: None . . 

: 
: 
i 

. . 

Girls 



5. Che-Ok tha reasons you buy garments roadymado for your chiluren. 

Saves time· 
No time t o sew 
Unskilled in sewing 
Expensive to hire seamstress 
Good design 
Choice of style 
Good workmanship 
Large choice of colors 
Color fastness 
Opportunity for developing self-help 
Suitable tr1mn1nga 
Satisfactory fastenings 
Serviceable 
Easy to l aunder 
Garments alterable 

Boys . ·• 
t 

2 

s 
: 

' 
i 

• . 
' 
' : 
i 
; 

6. Check the points you dislike about readymade garments. 

7. 

Hard t o l aunder 
Expensive 
Materials interior 
Uatarial faces 
Inadequate assartment of colors 
Many models alike 
Ra.Te belt.a 
Do not have belts 
oekets too Ellla.11 

Elastic in bloomers 
Too tight 
Wrong type 
Poor quality 

Plackets too small 
Poor design 
Poor workmanship 

Stitches break 
Uneven stitching 
.Buttonholes tear out 

Trimninge undesirable 
Loose collars 
Sewed down collars 
Bias tape sewed on poorly 

Fastenings unsatisfactory 

Check the type of tastenings and openings 
.Buttons: 

1/4 inch 
3/8 inch 
1/2 inch 
5/8 inch 
3/4 inch 

Boye I 

I 

. . 
' I 
' ' 
: 
"' . 
. . . . 
i 

. . 
: 
: 
i 

: 

: 
: 

you prefer. 

Girls 

Girls 
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7. Type of Fastenings (Continued) 

a. 

9. 

10. 

Zipper 
!ries 
Snaps 
Rooks and ey~s 
Loops 
Shoulder openings 
Front openines 
Side openings 
Back openings 
Slip over styles 

I 

I 

: 

' I 

I 

' 
I 

Check t~ place or places you E!1"9ha.se your children's clothing. 
:Bon Girls 

Localdlail 1Large u\gentsaLocaldfail :LargeU,genta 
Store:OrdersShop-: 1StoresOrder1Shop-1 

I ,ping t : I 1ping I 
I scent er: ; I :center; 

Underwear . t s : ' I . 
Sleeping Garments I I : • : I 

Wraps I I . 
' I : : • 

Sunsuits : a • .Play garments : I : r . • . • 
Shoes : ' l : . . 
Hose I I = ' Suits or dresses I : ' : I : 

for special : . 
' 

. l . • 
occasions : : : . . 

Materials for a : . . : . • 
sewing • : ' i I ; 

Reasons you buy where you do. 
llOY8 I Oil:ia 

Cost loss I 
Convenient l 

Better choice possible I 

Favorite brenda available a 
Desire to pa.troJli.ze home merchant I 
Charge account I 

Guarantee 

Check the style Of hose you prefer for your chil a.ren. 

liiJlter : Suma er 
Bo;ra I Girls I io:vp : Girls 

.Anklet a a I l 

Hal:t' socks • I ' 3/4: length ' • ' bull Length : : I 
Ftq s 



Lisle 
Rayon 
i.:tilk 
Cotto11 
S ilk a:rl!l l!Voo l 
Cotton and r~tool 
Wool 

Supporters fastened £J:l:i hip; 
Suppo:rtoro s.us1'.ionded from sh.ouldars 
Elast le in top er,.? hose 
Buttoned hose 
Round garters 

Winter :. Summer 

. • 

. .. 

Girls 

13. Checlt the points you co~'?itler in buJing clli.ld.ren's shoes .. 

Shape 
Size 
Price 
1\ii•abiU.ty 
Ease o:r Ole2J1ing 
»rend 
Style 

Boots 
Oxt'ords 
Slipp tr 
Shoe 
Sandal 

f[a.terial 
Kid 
Buckslt.in 
Cloth 
?a.tent Leather 
Bllmldn 
Cali" 

C:010.~ 
:i:an 
Black 
tihite 
:B:ro:wn 
Beige 
11:,'lo-tone 

CHrl$. :So:vs . . 
: 

' t . 
"' . • . • 
t 

t 
t .. • 
• .. 
: 
t 

f 

: . .. 
: 
: 
: 
: 
* ·• 
: 
#, 

s 
* • . . 



14. Check the brand you prefer in children's shoes. 

i'lexias 
Bueter Broon 
Aeroba.t 
Proper Built 
Health it 
l?iod l?ipor 
Simplox Flexible 
Ground Gripper 
Rod Goose 
Poll Parrot 
Tiny Tots 
lfo oorlain Brand 

15. Mark tho type of unael'\vea.r your child wear-s. 
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Light weight one-pi ace cotton knit 
Light weight one-piece r~n knit 
Light weight one-piece wovon 
Shirts and shorts 
Bloomers ms.tchi?l{; dress 
Ra.yon knit bloomers 
Fleece lined knit, short sleeves, 
short lege 

Fleeoe lino " knit, long sleeves, 
long l egs 

16. Brands of under. ear pref erred. 

Vnnta 
.Iinnea.polis 
Arnold Knit 
Meridian. 
Utica Knit 
Glover 
' crest Uille 
Seal :Fack 
Carter 
Athena 
No certain Brand 

'iiinter 
Boys Girls 

: 
l 

f 

: 

,0 . 

:: 
t 

t 

: . • 

. • 
I 

t 

.Boys 

Sumner 
Boye: 

t 

l 

J 

' : 
i 

l 
.. . 

Girls 

Girls 

17. rhat type ot wrap does your child wear on cold da-ys? 

Zipper Suit: Two-piece 
Ona-piece 

Coat 
Coat and l oggins 
Lumbar jacket and l eggins 
Short leather coat 

~~~~~~~~---~~~~ 

Boys . s Girls 
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.S 
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18. What material do you prefer f or children1 s 'tvraps? 
--~~--~~~~~~~~~~~--~ 

Tweed 
Chinchilla 
Serge 
Covert Cloth 
Flannel 
Cheviot 
Lo ther 
Suede 
Suede Cloth 
Fur 
Jersey 
Corduroy 
Brushed mool 
Rubberized Cloth 
Denim 

Boys'cGirls':Boys' 
Coats:Coats : Zipper 

:Suits 
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I I 

t t 
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t Girls' 
i Zipper 

Suits 
: 
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s 
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: 
: 
l 

: 

19. Check the material you prefer for dresses and suits. 

Linen 
Silk 
7·001 
Ra.yon 
Cotton 

~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~--

~ · 1n t er Summer 
Boys :Girls : Boye :Girls 

: 
J 

: 
I : 

20. Check the garments used by your child. 

Cap 
Hat 
Beret 
Hooke~ Cap 
Aviation Ca.p 
mt tens 

Gloves 

Wool knit 
Leather 
Cotton knit 

Wool 
Leather 
Cotton 

Raincoat 
Ba.thing suit 
Umbrella 
Galoshes 
Ru.bber boots 
Ra.bbers 
Bed r oom slippers 

Boys 
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Girls 



21. Brands pr ferred for suits or dresses. 

Jack Tar 
Kaynee 
011 vor wist 
Tom S wyor 
Little Master 
Klad-.r;zee 
Kidd ie Cover 
Just Ri t e 
J. c. Penny 
c. R. Anthony 
Other brands 

Boys' Suits , Girls' Dresses 
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