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PREFACE 

In this study an effort has been made to show that 

there were tremendous American business interests in the 

Hawaiian Islands previous to their annexation to the 

United States, that these interests caused an eTer in

creasing amount of meddling in Hawaiian affairs of state, 

and that these .same American interests were an important 

factor 1n bringing about that annexation. 

The sources used in this study were found in the 

Oklahoma A and M College Library, the Oklahom.a University 

Library, and the Library ot Congress, the materials from 

the latter being secured through an inter-library loan. 

The author wishes to acknowledge his sincere 

appreoiati on of the counsel and adv1ee or Dr. i'. H. 

Reynolds,. Head of the Hist.cry Department of the Oklahoma 

iv 

A and :M College, and the suggestions of Dr. E . F. Willis, 

Assistant Professor of History, Oklahoma A and M Oollege. 

Al.so, he wishes to express his thanks to .Miss Grace Campbell 

and Mr. C. F. Reynolds of the Oklahoma. A and M Ocllege 

Library st.a.ft tor their efforts in securing materials 

needed for this thesis. 

Agra, Oklahoma 

July 5. 1938 

William. Hubert 011 ver 
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CHAP'fER I 

THE DEVELOPMDT OJ' AMERICAN BtTSINESS INTERESTS IN JI.A.WAI! 

BElORE 1893 

Althollgh the Hawa1-1an Ialan4s (tormerly called Sandwich 

Islands} were diseoveT d in l V.f/7 by an Engl 19bmen I Captain 

Cook, the United States secure( the predomina'tlng 1atluence 

1n the Islands almost t'rom. the beginning. The :first contacts 

were the result of' the pos1 tion of the Hawaiian Islands 1n 

regard to the early trade rcute between the United States 

and China. !he old sailing ships tound the Islands to 'be 

an ideal place to stop tor repleni8hb1g their supplies or 

water and food, and a restf'ul wa.y station on the long voyage 

following the trip around the Horn. 
" 

The first recorded conneo:t1on e'f the Islands with the 

.Ameriean nation was in 1759 • when an .American trading 

vessel,, comrnan d&cl b7 Captain toalf, · v1a1 te4 the Islands 

on a voyage to China. In an encounte:r with the nati..-es all 

but two ot Oaptain Meteal! 's crew were killed by the 

Islanders. The two Americans , Davis and Young. who esupe4 

death were taken aa captives.- and atter \eoomlns reeanoiled 

to their rate, taught the natives ~he use o,t the cannon and 

muskets that had been captured. With the help o,! these two 

Amerie:ans , Kamehameha I was ,able to bring all the Ialands 

under his rule. !henceforth the traders Who visited Bawa.ii 



found a single government with which they could treat . 1 

Arrangements were made with the King whereby the 

traders could come ashore to cure the pelts 11b.1eh they had 

picked up along the Pacific Coast of North America.. The 

cured pelts were then taken to the great tur market 1n 

China . On one trip a quantity ot sandalwood was 1neluded 

in the cargo. This last named product, whieh was tound on 

the Islands, was the first 'Hawaiian article ot importance 

to enter into foreign trade . The Hawaiian chief's took 

advantage of the d9mand tor ,sandal.wood . 'they wanted ships 
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ot their own like the ones which were coming to their shores . 

Promising to pay w1 th sandalwood •. the ehiets and their 

leading men bought several merchant ships, the purchase of 

which placed the king and his men in debt . The debt in

creased steadily due to the extraTagance ot the king and 

these chiefs. 

The sandalwood. gave out before the debts were paid . 

4.I'he precious wood was out without regard tor 1 ts scaroi ty, 

and even the young trees were destroyed by the serfs in 

order that they would not have to work so hard in later 

years . The tratle in sandalwood Wb.ieh began about 1800 had; 

by 1820• become of small importance. 

The disappearance o'E this valued wood did not stop 

the trading that had started with the liawa11aas. 'l'he king 

1 Edmund. Janes Carpenter, America 11! Hawaii (Boston , 189t), 
pp . 11-15. 



and the ruling chiefs were anx:lous to continue in their 

dealings with foreign traders . As the trade in sandalwood 

declined, another business was coming into the foreground . 

This was the whaling industry. 

3 

The Hawaiian Islands were a rendezvous for the American 

whaling s.hips, mos t of lilioh were from the New England states, 

and had come a round Cape Horn to search for whales in waters 

of the Pacific. '!'he great distance from home ports neo-essi

tated stops at :plaees nearer the whaling waters . 'fhe ships 

would be away from hQllle tor as long as two or three years . 

To the sailors of these whaling vessels the Hawaiian 

Islands were a veritable "haven ot rest . " The Hawaiians 

recognized that the whalers' trade was of value to them as 

well as necessary to the. whalers. Laws were made 1n the 

Islands to favor the whalers in every way. These laws 

stimulated the trade that h.ad started to grow. 

Another tactor which helped to prepare the way for the 

turther developme nt of trade and industry in Hawaii was the 

coming of the missionaries trom the Un.ited States . 

In 1820,, there arrived in Honolulu two pastor·s , 
the Reverelld Hiram Bingham and the Reverend Asa G. 
Thur-st.on, t -ogether wit-h a tam.er, Daniel Chamberlain ; 
a medical man,. Thomas Holman; two teachers, Samuel 
Vihi tney and Samuel Ruggles; and .. a print er,. Elisha 
Loomis~ 'These men,. with their families, constituted 
the :first construct! ve inn uence that :foreign 
ei v1lizati en brought to Hawaii and m :rlted a new era 
ot American interest and intluenee that later played 
a vital part in bringing about the acqu1s1 tion ot 
Hawaii b.y the United States. 

Imbued with the ideals et the still you.ng republi.c 
of the United States ot America,. fired with the spirit 
of the pioneer and the zeal of the Ohri st1an missionary, 



these courageous pilgrims brought to the Sandwich 
Islands a high and idealistic concept or the beat 
in Ameriean civilization and culture and a new idea 
ot government and freedom for the people . Their 
influence became ino-reas1ngly important. and 
eye-ntually, with t .he king and the ohiets leading 
the movement, brought about the "Mahele ," one of 
the most remarkable revolut1.ons in b.1atory, whereby 
the comm.on people were invested with the individual 
title to land 1n the t:u.11 and unrestricted manner 
comm.on in the West today.a 

Atter the change in the Hawaiian landholding laws 

(the Mahele) the 1"ore1gners were more willing to make land 

investments. The tore1gnera knew that th•1r titles would 

be guaranteed and prot.ected by the Hawaiian government 

after the Mahele. or th1s -they had. n.eYer been certain 

before the revolution. 

An agent o:f the United states, Mr. John C. Jones, was 

sent to the Islands in 1820 to act as oonaul. B• was given 

the power of general supervision ot American business 

interests in Hawaii, and was required to keep the United 

States ' government informed as to ~evelopments in the 

Islands. 

In 1822, a printing p:rea,s was established on the Islands, 

and in 1823, there were tour Amerio-an business establishments 

in Honolulu. In 1825, a ship-yard was built, making Honolulu 

a point of trans-shipment tor th whalers . Af'ter this the 

whale oil could be transferred trom the whaling ships to 

merchant ves.sels plying between the Islands and the Un1te4 

2 ( Jean Hobbs, Hawaii; ! P~eant !!!. ill. ~ · Stanford 
University, l935), p. 2 • · 



States. In 1826, James Hunnewell pennanently established 

his mercantile house at Honolulu. This mercantile house 

continues to exist as C. Breer & Co. 

Captain Thomas Ap Oatesby Jones ot the United States 

Navy negotiated a treaty et f'riendahip • commerce, and 

nav1gat1 on with the Hawaii-an king in lS26, but it was not 

ratified by the '1n1 ted States government . ¥say ot its 

stipulations were considered morally binding by b(r\h 

parties, however. Frequent visits to the Islands were 

made atter this by United States naTa.l veaa.els. 

5 

Of course, traders ant merchants from other countries 

were interested in the new t"i eld ot trade in Hawaii. 

English sailors had been the tirst to visit the Islands 

and had been carrying on some trade with the Islanders 

since s hortly after Captain Cook's discovery. The F'rench 

and Russians; too, had been interested 1n this trade with 

Hawaii. :But these nati ans :tailed to toll ow up their ea:rly 

advantages which they~ especially the English • had over 

their oom.peti tors trom the New World. 

By 1830 • the Americanization of Hawaii was well 
under way; British lnfluen~e; long preeminent in the 
oouneils -or the nation,. had been a.up&rseded by 
Ameriean influence. To this r-esult American traders 
had made an impertant contribution. ·3 

In the five year peri .Qd :t'rom 1816 to 1841,- four 

Z Ralph a. Kuykendall , "Eal'l y Hawaiian Commercial Develop
ment," Pao1t1e lUstorical Revie • III (l.934:), 384-585. 



hundred forty-seven ships stopped at Honolulu . or these, 

three hundred fifty-eight were United States• vessels. 

The property and the holdings or Amerieans in Hawaii in

creased rapidly, too and were , by this time, assuming 

immense pi,,portions. Some idea of the extent or American 

interests in Hawaii in 1842 may be had by an excerpt from 

a l tter dated December 14th of that year. Th1s was sent 

to Seoretary of State Daniel Webster by Timoteo Haalllio 

and. William Richards,. two commissioners from Hawaii. 

His Majesty wishes also to remind the Gov~rnment 
of the Unitej States that the a:a,.oun.t o.f property 
belonging to their eitizens, which 1B el ther landed. 
at or enters the various harbors or POadst&ads ot 
his dom1n.1ons; and is consequently more or less 
dependent on the protection ot his Government, can 
not be less than trom five to seven millions of 
dollars annually. this property lie 1n so_me 90 or 
100 whaling .ships and their ca.rgoe s, and in some 12 
or 15 merchant vessels, be.sides, al so a considerable 
amount o-r other property belo.nging to Amer1ean 
citizens on shore. At some seasons there have been 
not less than three or . tour millions ot dollars worth 
of American property,. and some l.400 .Amer1ean 
citizens at the same time, at the various ports of 
the islands. 4 

Webster empha.siz·ed the interest that the United States 

had in Hawaii, and also declared that the United States 

\VOuld not want any other natiai to take po~eession of the 

Islands. 

Early in 1843, there was some apprehension on the 

4 Forea:sn ~at! ons 21. the United States, 1894, 
A:ppendlx · • p. 43. 
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part of a number of the Am.eri eans 11 ving in Hawaii that the 

British might be intending to take possession ot the Islands. 

Wi111am Hooper, th.e Acting United. Stat.e·s Oemmercial Agent 

in Hawaii• we.a among those who reared such a happening. In 

a oommun1oation with Webster on Marolt "l, 1843, he calle4 

at tent ion again to the tJ:ni iied States' interests in Hawaii. 

A oensu.s ot American eitize.ns resident in these 
islands taken under my direetion g1Te:s the nUJnber of 
404, a large proportion of which are more er 1.ess 
interested in landed property, and they are not a 
little solicitous as t,o the national character they 
shall have to assume in order t .o retain the:1r estates, 
should the islands become British territory.f> 

The trade between our nat1m and Hawaii was due to 

receive a stimulus in the years immediately following the 

diseovery of gold in Oalif'ornia (1848). fh_e great increase 

ot population along the West o.oast of the United States 

e.aused a great demand tor f'oodstufts. The articles or rood 

could be more easily sent frem the Hawaiian Isla.nde t-o 

California than they could be sent f'rom the Ea.etern part ot 

the United States. Theret'ore • until the lands of Cal if ornia 

could be put into :production, Hawaii fur-nisrutd a large part 

of the food consumed in 0-al.1.fornia. 

'!'his increase in trade began to lte felt during the year 

1850. This year was a rather important one tbr Hawaii. It 

marked the beginning of a postal service in the Islands, the 

organization of an agricultural society, and the founding ot 

5 Ibid., P• 45. 
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a bank in Honolulu. In addition, it was a record year tor 

the number of sh.1:ps touching Hawaiian ports, there being 

four hundre~ sixty-nine vessels stopping at these island 

harbors. More Americans came trom. the West coast of the 

United States to set up buslne,sses 1n liawa11, and an era 

ot agricultural development in the Islan.ds began . 

One of the industries that began to grow in the 

Islands about t his time was that of sugar . The soil and 

climatic oondit ions of Hawaii were well adapted to the 

raising of sugar cane. This product had long been raised 

on the Islands,. som.e of the earliest l't'hite settlers engaging 

in its cultur-e. Shortly after 1850, there were nearly three 

thousand acres in sugar cane cultivation. Rapidly increasing 

i n importance, t he exportation of oane sugar was soon to 

beoome the ehief industry of the I -slands. Most cf the 

sugar sent from Hawaii went to the United States . 6 'fhe 

sugar planations were the obj eet of tremendous investments 

by American capitalists. Even persons w1 th conly a few 

thousand dollars inv,ested in Hawaiian sugar plantations . 

S.ome or the plantations were owned, it .is true, by people 

ot nationalities other than American. These ether 

investors were chiefly British; but the investments ot 

the .Americans were tar in advance of those ot any other 

country's capita.lists. 

6 C . arpenter , fill • c1 t . , p. •t. 



The following excerpts ti-om eommunic ati ons of Mr. 

Luther Severance, United States Commissioner to Hawaii, 

to Mr. We,bster, United States Secretary of State, illus

trate the ertent of American investment in relation to 

that of the :Sri tish, and also reveal the sentiment of the 

sugar producers toward the subject ot annexation to the 

United States. 

There is o-onaiderable British interest here. • •• 
Yet the .Am.e.ricmi interest. m1es1onar,y, mercantile, 
and otherwise, is al t0gether paramouxrt . • • • 

Three - tourths, at lea.st, ot the business done 
here is by Americana, and they already own much ot 
tlle real estate . The sugar planters are .nearly all 
Americans ., and haTe a st:rong interest in annexation 
to the Vn1te4 States, as in that event the7 will 
supply our Paci:tic Coast with sugar at an advantage 
et 30 per cent over all othe'r sugars from the East 
Indies or elsewhere . The subject ot annexation is 
here otten · hinted at, and sometimes treely <Usoussed 
in pri Tate ; but 1 t is known only to a very few that 
the King and his Government have the matter under 
consideration. 7 

In addition to vast business interests in Hawaii• 

natives of the United States were becom.ing quite influential. 

in Hawaiian governmental atf'airs. Mr. Severance informed 

Mr. Webster i n 1851 , that the representative body ot Hawaii, 

which was elected by native Totes, was made up almost. 

entirely at persons born in the United States. Not only 

was this true 1n regard to the legislative department of 

V For. !!!,. , 1894. App . II, pp. 89-~0 
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the Hawaiian government, but it applied to the executive 

and the judi-cial departments (the latter being especially 

true in the high courts) • 

The cabinet,. too, contained several native Americans.: 

Dr. J1:1dd, trom. New Yolic .. Minister ot Finance; W. L. Lee .. 

from New Yo:rk, Chief Just!oe; Mr. Bishop, Oolleetor-Oeneral, 

also from New York; Mr. Bates, rro,m Michigan, Attorney

General; Jlr. Armstrong, f%'01U Penn.sylvania, Minister ot 

Public Instruction; and another man. Judge Andrews, tro.m 

Ohio. 

Since so many go•ernment pcs 1ti cm.s in Hawaii were 

tilled with m•n who had formerly lived in the United States, 

and who, for the most part, had gone to Hawaii to advance 

their tinaneiaJ. int . re-sts, it was only natural that the 

Hawaiian Islant1s tended toward closer relations with the 

United States. Thie was true to the extent that the Islands 

mletit b.e annexed to this country trom which eont1nued to 

come additional capital and capitalists seeking inTestraent 

and greater profit.. 

Some d1ft1e11l ties between the French consul and the 

Hawaiian government in 1851 brought a threat ot armed 

interference by the French. Such an action would endanger 

the property and lives of Americans in Hawaii, especially 

in Honolulu. Accordingly, Mr. Severance wrote to Mr. 

Webster on March llth, asking him how tar that it would be. 

wise to go in protecting the .American !'lag and American 

proper~y. Re said that there were many person.a 1n 



Honolulu who would TOluateer to detend the :f'lag, and that 

many more would come to Rawe.ii from Calif ornie. as soon as 

they learned ot any trouble. Mr. Severance was at a 

further loss to decide such a question beeause of an 

incident whioh had just oo.curred. This ino1dent he des

or1 bed as tollowe: 

. lohn Yottng, mln1ater ot the 1ater1or, and Dr. 
Gerret P. 1udd, minister crrt finance. have jus'I. 
called on me at. my atti ce, and dell vered to me a 
paper, whie·h, att~r allowing me to read, they 
sealed in my presence and ielivered tc, me to be 
kept among the archiTes ot the legation. 

The paper thus sealed 1s a eession ot the 
sovereignty of the Islands to the United States by 
pr0olamation ot the King, to be held util some 
arrangement satistaetory to all parties ee be 
made consistent with the treaty obligations 
already existing; and 1n case none su.cb can be 
made, then the transter of sovereignty t ·o be 
pe.rpetual. 8 

The K1ng also prool aimed that the United States' flag 

should be tlo1111 above the Hawaiian flag on all the torts, 

public, buildings, and Hawaiian vessels • 'l'.b.is proclamation, 

ot course, was to be etteoti ve only upon the o-ceasion ot 

an outbreak or ho,st111Ues between the French and the 

Islands. 

The American i,eople 1n the Islands were very anxious 

to be under a flag that wow.d at"tord them protection. Mr. 

Severance seems. to have caught some ot this enthusiasm so 

a Ibid., p. 92 

ll 
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preTal.ent am.ont the Amerieans. At least• in the reply which 

Webster sent to his question of accepting the voluntary otter 

or cession, Severance reeeived a gentle reminder as to the 

limits of bis authority in the 11.atter of annexation. 

In the same eooim:unication, Mr. 'Webster told Severance 

to abstain from encouraging American citizens to oome to 

the Islands i n the hope ot t ·he latter being ·annexed to the 

United Stat"8s. This would seem to indi-eate that tll1s 

government was not desiring annexation, and that such a 

movement was eom1ng as a result ot other intlu.enoes. What 

some ot these intl.uences were can be seen 1)J noticing the 

numerous references to American eammerci al interests, 

American sugar producers who. desired. annexation, American 

property owners in the Islands, and American business houses 

1n Honolulu. These are touna in the c.onesp.on.denc-e ot the 

United States Commissioner in the Hawaiian Islands and the 

United States Consul in Honolulu w1 th their respective 

departments 1 n Wasb. ington. 

As early as December or 1853, however, w. L. Maroy. 

Secret.ary ot St.ate, showed a difte.ren1'e 1n .attitude toward 

the annexation or the Islan,ds 1n a eonf'ldential letter sen.t 

by the Se~rete.ry to our minister at Paris. In this he asked 

the minister t .o learn, it pesaible, what would be the 

probable course ot France in case tbe United States macle an 

attempt to add the Hawaiian I$lands to its territorial. 

possessions. The French let it be known that they did not 



:taTor sueh an action. In the same oorrespondenee, Marcy 

stated that the Hawaiian government could not remain long 

in the hands of Hawaiian rlllers, there:tore, 1 t seems 

inevitable that they must eome under the eontrol e't the 

United States government.9 
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In 1854, it became apparent that some change in the 

sovereignty of the Hawaiian Islands migllt b• expected.. Th.is 

is well shown in the tollotrlng e:x:oe:rpt trom a com.m.unioation 

of Secretary of State Marcy- with Mr. Gregg in Ronolulu, 

dated April 4, 1854: 

In your general iastruotions you were furnished 
with the views or this Government in regard to any 
change in the poli ti eal affairs of the Sandwi oh 
Islands. The President was aware, When those 
1nstruet1ene were prepared~ that the question ot 
transferring the sovereignty ot those islands to 
the United States had been raised, and :tavorabl7 
received by many intlue.ntial indlvlduals residing 
therein. It was toreseen that at seme period., not 
tar distant, sueh a change 'WOuld talte place, and 
that the llawa11an Islands would come under the 
protectorate of · er "be transferred to some foreign 
power. You were in.formed that 1 t was not the· poliey 
of the ·United State:, to accelerate such a change; 
but it, in t-he course of eTents, it b.eeanse unavoid
able, this Government woul4 m.uch prefer te acquire 
t .he sovereignty or these islands tor the 'United 
States. rather thtm. to see it transterr•d to any 
other power. It any foreign eonne eti on ia to be 
formed; the geograp.hieal pos1 tion ot these islands 
indicates that it .should b.e with us. Our oommeroe 
with them tar exoee·cl.s that of all other countries; 
our oi t1 zens are embarked. ln the most. important 
business eon•e.ma ot that country, . and som.e ot them 
hold imp0-rtan t publ 1 c po.Bi ti ons • In view ot the large 
American interests there established and the intimate 
commercial relations existing at this time 1t might 

9 Carpenter, al?.• cit •• p .. 108. 



well be regarded as the duty of this Government to 
prevent those islands trom becoming the appendage of 
any other foreign power •••• 

'rhe President has deemed it proper that you 
should be furnished with instructions tot the guidance 
ot ycur conduct in such an emergency. With th1 s 
dispatch you will be furnished with a full power to 
treat w1 th the present autb.ori t1 es at 'the Hawaiian 
Government tor the transfer ot the Sandwich Islands. 
to the United States. '?his can only be done by 
cmrf'ention or treaty, which wi.11 not 'be valid until 
it is ratified by the Se.nate of the United States. 

No 1nt1matlan has ever been given to this 
Government as te the terms or cond1 tions which will 

14 

be likely to be annexed ·to the tender of the 
sovereignty. It is presumed, however, that something 
.more than a mere protectorate is contemplated. A 
protectorate tend•red to and acoepted by the 'United 
States would not ohange the sovereignt7 of the country. 
In that case this Oo't'ernment wcnud tak• upon i tselt 
heavy and responsible duties tor which it could hardly 
expeet eom~ensating adTantages •••• 

It is reasonable to anticipate that the present 
rulers and chiefs would • ·xpeet that som.e provision 
would be made as oompensati·on to them t't>r the sunender 
of their political. position. • •. • In this respect the 
United States would m.anitest toward them a liberal 
spirit. Annuities to the amount at $100 ,000 to be 
distributed in such manner as they would prefer mgi. t 
be secured to them in the treaty. • .... 

I have good reason to believe that some of the 
leading pewers ot Eurs0pe would be very unwilling to see 
the Sandwich Islands 'become a part of the United States, 
e.nd. if an opportunity occul'red, would endeavor te 
4eteat an.7 negotiation for that purpose. This consider
ation e.nd others, make it important that you should 
bring it to a elose as expeditiously as possible. 'fhe 
treaty should be here in time to be submitted to the 
Senate at its present session.10 

Considerable delay was experienced in the negotiations. 

During this time sailor riots and threatened f111buster 

raids from Cal if o.rn la kept the native government in a 

constant state of alarm.. This, together with internal 

lO Jar. Rel., 1894, App. II, pp .• 121-123. 

' 



political agitation and party strife induced an active 

agitation 1n tavor ot annexation to the United States. 

Petitions were presented to the King. These were based 

upon strong commerei al interests, and he favored them as a 

refuge from the annoying demands made upon him. 11 

15 

Further delay was caused by the Crown Prince, Alexander, 

who did not wish 'to give up his right to become ruler. Mean

while,. the oondition or attairs in Hawaii was beaom.ing 

almost unbearable tor the toreign reside,nts, Mr. Gregg 

advised Mr. Marcy at this condition 1n a dispatch dated 

July 26, 1854. in whieh he wrote: 

I am convinced that a revolution will soon take 
pl.ace if a treaty of annexation is not concluded. The 
foreign residents, especially Americans. a~e becoming 
i mpatient under the present state of things, and will 
n.ot be disposed to endure much longer the feebleness 
and 1neftie1enoy ot the Government. They have power 
enough in t.he1r hands. it they e.ot 1n concert, ta do 
anything they wish. and in a eingle week could sutrrr1t 
the throne and establish a republic upon its ruins. 

On August 7th Mr. Gregg , United States Commissioner to 

Hawaii, informed Mr. llal"ey that a treaty had been negotiated, 

but not yet signed. Ria dissatistaetion with two ot the 

articles was made known at this time. The most important 

source of dissatistaet.10n was the second artiele, which 

11 Lucien Young. ~ k!l. Hawaii (New York, 1899), p .. 23'1. 

12 For.!!,!.., 1894, App. II, p. 123. 



provided tor the incorporation of Hawaii into the Union as 

a state. The other was the eighth article whid>. provided 

for the payment of three hundred thousand dollars instead 

of one hundre4 thousand dollars as annuities. The clause 

tor admission of Hawaii as a state was insisted upon by 
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the Hawaiians, due. no doubt; to the intluenee of British 

and French representatives who knew that such a olause 

would cause th:e treat1 t .o tall to be ratified by the United 

States Senate •13 This would be the ca.s.e be·eause of the 

s.lavery issue which was at that time paramount in the 

internal at'fairs of the United States. A new state would 

bring with it the question ot whether it should be slave 

or tree. Hawaii ., being favorable :tor raising cotton, would/ 

likely add to the number of slave states. 'fhe Senators trom 

the North, therefore, woul d be unwilling to ratlf'y a treaty 

permit Hawaii to become a state. 

King ·Kamehameha III died on Deaember 15. 1854. He had 

been very friendly toward the Amari cans and their interests, 

and had favored the linited States annexing the Islands. 

Prince Liholiho succeeded. him to the throne under the title 

ot Kamehameha IV. The new king was more inclined to f'avor 

the British interests, espec1al.ly, since he had married a 

girl of English. parentage.14 

13 Samuel Flagg Bemis• ! Dipl9!:at1c History 
States {New York, 1936} p. 323. 

14 Carpenter, ll• cit., pp. 118-119. 

of the United -----
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All hope of annexation at that time was lost with the 

e·om.ing of t he new king to the throne. 'rhe negotiations which 

had been carried on w1t.h Mr. Gregg were b·roken oft, and 

relations between the United States and Hawaii remained 

unchanged as far as Hawaiian independence was concerned. 

The Hawaiian Government sent Ctuet-Justi ce Lee to Washington 

as ambassador. 

Greatly disappointed by the f'ailu.re of the scheme tor 

annexation. and s:purrei by the unsatisfactory American tarif':1" 

rates as they affected Hawaiian export.s. the commercial 

interests urged Judge Lee to arrange a trade treaty with the 

United States to make possible the admiss1 on of Hawaiian 

sugar at preferential rates. A treaty embodying such terms 

was concluded July 20, 185.1. 

By this treaty, such artieles as Hawa11an sugar, wool, 

hides, and eof'f'ee wei;e to be adJJlitted :rre-e ot duty into the 

United Stat-es. The Senate did not ratify the treaty, however, 

due espeoi ally to the ag1 tat ion of the sugar producers of 

Louisiana who felt that the operation of suah a treaty would 

decrease their own profits. Perh.aps the Senators teared that 

the Hawaiian resources, which would be further develop ed by 

Ameriesn capital as a result of the treaty~ woulf £°all into 

the hands of some European . pewer., 1.5 

The Hawaiian sugar industry was due for a t .rememous 

15 Osborne E. Hooley, "Hawaiian Negotiation for Reeiprooi ty, 
lS55-185f'/ " , Paci.tie Historical Review, VII (June, 1938), 146. 
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boost during the years of the Civil War in the United States. 

The supply of sugar which the Borth had received :trcm the 

Southern States was eut ot'f by the opening of the war 

between orth ancil South. The North em Stat,es, therefore 1 

had to seek elsewhere tor sugar. !his demand tor sugar by 

the North was met by the sugar predueers in Hawaii who 

profited greatly by the high prices growing out or the 

shortage of supply in the face of increased temand. Du.ring 

the course of the war the exportation of sugar from Hawaii 

increased almost seven told. 

Another attempt to secure a reoiproc1 ty treaty w1 th the 

United States was ma.de tn 1863, but was doom.ed to failure, 

largely because cf tbe arreet such a treaty 'WOuld have upon 

customs receipts during the trytng years of the war. 

Mr. James McBride 1n a communication with Secretary 

Seward on Oeto ber 9, 18-63, info med the .Seeretary of State 

that the English were taking &dventage ot King Kamehameha's 

favor, by trying to Anglieanize the schools, the church, 

and the government in Hawaii• '.?.his was perhaps an opportune 

~ime for such a thing, since the United States wa.s engaged 

1n civil war. Despite these attempts on the part ot the 

English tco gain ground and increase their in:tl uence in 

Hawaiian affairs, the .Am.erieans continued to hold 'the 

supr&.maey in <H11wer·oial interests . Mr . McBride attes~e4 ~o 

this fact 1n the same oorr-espondence as mentioned. above : 



American interests greatly predominate here over 
all others combined,. and not less than tour-titt-hs ot 
the eo:mmeree e-onneoted w1t-h these islands is American. 
The merchants. traders,. dealers of all k1nds, and 
planters are principally Americans. The English have 
no eomm.erce he re worthy of the name and but one or 
two retail stores; the Germ.ans about the same bus1n-ess 
as the English . • • .• 

All the sugar p.lantations of any note on these 
islands, w1 th exception ot two or three, belong to 
Am.er1 oana.16 
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The eo.mm.erc1 al and industrial value of the Islands was 

al_sJo reaffirmed by Mr. McBride in the same dispateh. New 

industries or importance were be1ng developed on the Islands 

which woUld atf'ord additional opportunities for the invest

ment of eapi tal. tn regard to these pos.si bili ties of Hawaii, 

Mr. McBride wrote: 

'!'he cotton-growing capaei ty of these islands has 
been su:N'1oient1y tested to demonstrate it as a f'aet 
that it is not at all inferior to Alabe.ma , Georgia, 
or Mississippi , either as to qual ity or quantity per 
acre. • • • 'fhe capacity or these islands tor growing 
sugar e8J.1e is ot world-wide oelebri ty and is known to 
be not inferior to that or any other country •••• 
Cotree grows bere well and it 1s believed that with 
proper esre and s.kill 1t mie;).lt become equal to those 
more celebrated oeft'ee-growing countries. A great 
deal 1s now raised here, al though tor th• last few 
years there has been in some l ·ocalities what is here 
called the blight of the tre.e. this soil grows rlee 
ot an ex·eellent qu,ality' in great abundance. Indian 
eorn grows well here and yields 20 to 4Q bushels per 
acre. 

This g]."'O.up ot isle.nds under the control of our 
Government, in m:, judgment would be far more valuable 
than the1ownersh1p at l>o·th Cuba and the Bahama 
Islands. 7 

16 !£!:. Rel., 18'94, App. II, pp. 135-136. 

l? Ibid., pp. 135-136 
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Much the same opinion was ex.pressed in 1866, by Mr. 

Edward McCook:, United States Minister Resident in Hawaii , 

in a communication with Seoretary Seward . In this he 

also pointed out the extent or American business int,erests 

in the Islands and the great commercial value that these 

Islands were to this country. 

'fher,e is still another class - the planters of 
the country. They are nearly ell Americans, both 
in nationality ·and in sympathy; they are the better 
class of the residents of the islands, possess its 
substantial ealth. control its resoure-es, and 
annually ship ~0.000.000 pound.a of sugar to the 
Pacitie ooaat of the United States. Their pecuniary 
interests, their political sympathies, their 
business relations, and their per sonal attachmants 
are all with the United States and its citizens ••• • 

The taet as I state it is undoubted, and in 
event that no sueoessor to the throne is appointed 
the Government of the United States may be cal.led 
upon to arbitrate tha , future of this eountry. For 
this reason I have telt it my duty to remind you ot 
the condition ot attairs here and to oall your 
attention to the value ot Am.eriean business interests 
wbiah do now, and always must , center in these islands . 

They are the resting pla.oe, supply depot, and 
reshipping point ot all our Am.erioan whaling tleet. 

They are the sour0.es from which the Pac1t1c 
States receive all the sugars they consume. 

The greater part of the agricultural, eommercial, 
and moneyed interests of the islands are in the hands 
of American citizens. 

All ve-ssels bound trom our Pacific coast to 
China pass close t o these shores. • • • 

The spirit ot this whole people is heartily 
republioan and thoroughly American . The King, hi,s halt 
dozen half-civiliz.ed nobles. as many cabinet m.iniate-rs, 
and the Lord Bishop o'f Honolulu (Staley) eonstitut• 
the entire ar1stocra'tie element ot the countl'Y • either 
in tact or 1n feelins. And when this d:ynas'ty ends , 
as end it will probably within the next year. I am 
sure that if the American Government indicates the 
slight-est desire to test i n these islands the last 
Napoleonic conception in the way ot terri t.orial 



extension you. will f'ind the people here with great 
uniformity "demanding by votes, trnely expressed, 
annexation to" the United States . · 

In l.86'1, Secretary Seward learned of the supposedly 

strong annexation sentiment in the Hawaiian Islands and 

advised M:r. MeOook to reeei ve any overtures made by the 

nat.ives tor annexatiC:>n. Negotiations for a treaty of 

reciprocity were in progress at that time, and feartul 

that these negotiations mi@Jlt be a b.indranee to annexation, 

Seward wrote the following confidentially to Mr. McCook: 

It is proper that you shcu.ld know, for your own 
1nfomat1on, that a lawful and peaeetul. annexation 
of the islands to the United States, with the consent 
of the people of the Sandwich Islands, 1 s deemed 
des1 rable by thia Government; and that if the policy 
of annent1.on should really c~>nflict with the policy 
of ree1proe1ty, annexation is in evi3ry ease to be 
preferred.l 

Neither annexation nor reciproei ty wa.s secured at this 

time. The mOV'ement for ennexati cn in the Islands did not 

gain sufficient str'ength among the mass or the people. The 

rec1proe1 ty treaty \thieh was drawn up failed to be ratified 

by the United States Senate, although President Johnson 

asked the Senate to consider it favorably. 
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The efforts of the sllgar planters to gain a reeiproci ty 

treaty or annex.ation to the United States did not cease, 

however. In tact, their et:t'orts were multipliedi 'l'he 

18 Ibid., pp. 138-139. 

19 ~., p. 143. 



e:tf'eets of the close of the Civil War in the Un.ited States 

were being felt in all the agricultural pursuits ot the 

Islands . Kahamehameha V interested himself w1 th the 

situation , giYi ng ml1ch attention to the diftioulties or the 

planters . 
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The result ot these conditions was that renewed interest 

and activity was man1test-ed on the part of those interested 

in raising Hawaiian sugar. These interests believed that 

reciprocity or annexation would remedy all the ills that 

they were suffering due to low pziees of thei r product . 

Knowing that the Unitecl States would not be interested 

in granting a preference to Hawaiian sugar with.out .consider

able compensa'Mon, the problem. ot finding something to swap 

became one of tremendous concern. .Advise.rs of King Lunal ilo, 

who succeeded Kamehameha T in 18"73; eaused him to otter the 

Pearl River Lagoon in trade tor the desired commercial 

treaty. This Lagoon ffl>Uld make a very good naval base and 

harbor t:or United States' ships in these waters . There was 

a great deal of opposition. to such a scheme in the Islands• 

however; so the king ti nal 1 y w1 th drew t.he ofter. 

Knowledge that sueh a. schel?le bad been considered, and 

that the offer might be re- opened,. eaused the United States 

Secretary of War. w. W. Belknap, to send J. m. Scho·tield 

and B. s . .AJ.exander , two army engineers , to Hawai i to 

investigate the desirability of the Islands as a naval base 

and supply depot . They mde a favorable report and stated 



that they believed the Hawaiian Go-rernment 110Uld grant this 

harbor to the United States tor a sati,tactory treaty 

admitting sugar into the Vnited States tree of duty. 

King Lunalile died in January, 18'1,&. No successor to 

the threne had been appointed, theretore, making neeesear:r 

the eleeti on of a new king. Gt the tm candidates tor the 

throne, :namely, l>owager Queen Emma and Colonel David 

KalaJtaua, the latter reee1ved the majority or votes. 

Probably one ot the chief reasons for the election o·r 
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Kalakaua was the faet he had pledged to work w1 th the business 

and plants.ti on interests in order to secure a reciproe1 ty 

treaty. At least .. he was soon confronted with the problem 

of arranging such a trea"7. 

During the winter of 18'14-16'15, Kalakaua made a visit 

to the United States. Whether this visit was tor the purpose 

of promoting the prop-oae,d treaty or whether it was merely 

an acceptance ot the 1nv1 tation ot the Unit eel States Govern

ment may not be known. He wa.s cordially re-ee1ve4 and mati.e 

a favorable 1mpress1en on the people ot this country. 

At this juncture an eftert was made to s ·eeure a market 

for the hwaiian sugar erop in Australia. But ,his attempt 

to develop markets outside the United States was stopped at 

the very beginning.ao, 

20 

The rec1proe1 ty treaty \\hich had been so long desired 

Lippert Spring Ellis, The Tari.ft on Sugar (Freep-ort, 
Ill • • 1933) , p • 49. 
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by the business interests in lieu or anne:x:at1 on was finally 

attained in 18'15. According to its provisions, articles 

of Hawaiian produce such as arrowroot, easter 011. 

bananas, nuts, vegetables, undressed skins an4 hides, 

rice, all unre:f1ned. sugar, syrups of sugar-cane, molasses ., 

and tallow were to be admitted into United States' ports 

duty tree. In re·turn tor these pre:terenoes granted 

Hawaiian products ., the Hawaiian Government agreed ·to 

adm.1 t into the ports of Hawaii , free at duty, something 

over one hundred e·numerated articles .. 

In ad.di tion to the duty-tree a&niasi.on or United 

States' products .enumerated in the treaty t article four 

included the following impo1"tant clause regarding 

Hawaiian territory: 

It is agreed ., on the part ot His Hawaiian 
Majesty, that.., so long as this treaty shall remain 
in force, he will not lease or otherwise dispose 
er or create any lien up-on any port, harbor, or 
other territory in his dominions, or grant any 
special privilege or right of use therein, to any 
other power, state, or government, nor make any 
treaty b:y which any other nation mall obtain the 
same privileges, relat:1 ve to the admission of any 
artieles fre-e · or duty, hereby secured to Ute 
United States.El 

This clause made the tre.aty something more than an 

ordinary reciprocal trade treaty. Secretary of State 

Bayard later remarked that the treaty was also a political 

21 Fer. Rel •• 1894, App . II, p. 166. 



compact. The treaty thus dra'Wll. up was to be 1n force for 

seven years from the date 1 t went into effect. It was to 

continue eff',eeti ve until twelve months after either govern

ment should give notice ot its wish to terminate the treaty. 

Required ratifications were exchanged, and the agreement 

went into effect en September ,. 1S'l6. 

The etfeet ot the trea~ on tB Hawaiian sugar trade 

and other agr1eu.l tural. d.evelep.ment was tremendous. Within 

a period ot tour years tollowi.ng the ratification of the 

treaty the production of sugar and rice inereased by more 

than t111D teld. 22 A great eppertunity was aftorde-d tor 

.Am.erioan capitalistic expansion. The adTan:~age to be taken 

or this is foretold in a atatemen\ ma4e in 1881., by James 

G. Blaine: 

'l'h:rougb.ou.t the oon'tinent ,, north anA south ., 
wherever a 'foothold is found for Ameri en enterprises, 
1t is quickly oaoup1e4, and this spirit ot e.dnnture;. 
which seek.a outlet 1n the minea or South America 
and the railroads of M'exio-o , would not be slow to 
avail itself'. of openings to-r 'as&ured and p:ro:titable 
enterprise eyen in m1d--0c-.an.23 

So advantageous did th1s treaty pro-ve to be tor the 

agricultural interests, that it was amended and exten••4 in 

December, lS84, to last tor another seven years wi~h the 

provision that it might be terminated upon twelve months 

22 . . 
Hobbs,, n. ill.. , p • '13 • 

23 For. Rel.• 1894, App. II, p. 170. 
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notice by e1 ther country atter that time. This am.ended 

treaty went into etreet on .November 9, 188'1. 
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One or the things proTided tor in the amended treaty, 

which had not been included. in 'bbe former one, was the right 

given to the United States Government to establish a coaling 

and repair station at Pearl Harbor. This right am0t1nted. 

practically to a cession et Pearl Harbor to this country. 

Under the terms ot this treaty, an American development 

of the commerce and industry ot the Hawaiian Islands was 

certain. Some remarks ot Sec·retary Bay&Td regarding the 

advantages gained 'by tb.e.se agreenmnts are worthy or note. 

I was greatly impresse4 with the speeial ad
vantages which our exclusive rights in the islands 
gave us, and would have p:ret'erred to extend the 
period er its -4urat1on._, so that our commercial 
interests there would have ample time to develop and 
Amerio an cont 1"01 ,ot the 1 elands* in a perteetly 
natural and legitimate way, woul d be assured by the 
normal g rowth ot mercantile and poli ti l')al relati.ons. 
However, I left the term fixed by Mr. Frelinghuysen 
unaltered, not wishing to jeopardize the acceptance 
of the treaty by the Senate by any alterations. 
During its consideration by the Senate, »r. Edmunds 
inserted a clause providing tor the cession to us 
ot Pearl IiarbDr as a coaling station and repair depot 
for naval Te•sels ••• 

I held that there could be no comparison between 
our rights in the Hawaiian Islands; as secured by the 
treaties of leY5 ·a.nd. 1'88?, with 'those ot other nations, 
and I would not consent that the 'United States shonld 
be put ttpon an equality with them.. We .bad the right 
ot veto upon any transfer ot Hawaiian te~rttory, and 
o.onsequentl.y upon an7 di version of the re:ven.ues 
accruing from. 1\. We had an interest in Hawaii that 
no other eount:ry could have. A po·litical union would 
logi oally and naturally follow, in course of time, 
the commercial union and dependen.ce which were thus 
assured . When King Kalakaua pro posed to pledge his 
revenues to English merchants for a loan , I protested 



on the ground. that suoh action involved a violation 
ot our exclusive rights . It was my idea that the 
policy originating in the Fish treaty of the Grant 
adm.inistrat1.on in le?5 Should be permitted to work: 
out its proper results. 'rh.e obvious course was to 
wait quietly and patiently and let the islands till 
up with Am.eriean planters and .American 1ndustr.1es 
until they should be molly identified 1n ousiness 
interests and politl eal sympathies w1 th the United 
States . It was simply a Jl'lltter of waiting until the 
apple should ripen and ra11.24 

During the first fifteen years of GJ)erati on of the 

rec1proo1ty treaties• the production ot sugar increased 

from 25,ooo.o,oo pounds to more than 250,000,000 pounds. 

This, as may be s ,een, was an 1:aerease or more than a 

thousand per cent .. 25 

Public and private ente.rprises grew rapifily; govern

ment buildings and many improvements of public utility 

were constructed; railro-ads and telegraph lines were put in 

operation~ vast irrigation systems were bu.11 t; numerous 

artesian wells were drilled; and many scheols, hospitals, 

and churches were ere-oted. These improvements were all 

the result of the reoiproci ty tree.ties. 26 

Of the great many Americans who took advantage of the 

reciprocal trade treaties to increase their inves~nants in 

Bawa.ii, I will mention one of the most important, in view 

24 American Republics Bureau, Bulletin No. 85• (Washington, 
]J!l 98 } t pp .. 33- 34 ~ 

25 Robbs , op • .£.U. , p. 73 . 

26 John w. Foster, American DiplOillticf in ~ Orient (Boston 
and New York , 1 926) , p . 3VO . 
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of the extent of his holdings in the Islands. This was a. 

Mr. Ola.us Spreckels. He had 'been a wealthy sugar-refiner 

in California before the advent or the reciprocity treaties. 

Following the ratification of t .hese favorable treaties, 

Spreekels went to Hawaii, where he purohased sugar plantations 

coml)rising twenty-four thousand acres ot the best sugar 

producing land i .n t _he Islands. 

The following ere some excerpts from a report of A. s. 
Cleghorn, Collector-General or Customs in Honolulu, made 

to s . M. Damon, Minister ot Finance of Hawaii , on Mareh 13, 

1890. By these one may see the increased trade of the 

Islands with the United States. 

'fhe exports have i ncreased from k ,8'1:5,694 in 
1880 to $13 ,8'14 ,541 in 1889, and the imports f'rom 
$3.673~268 in 1880 to $5,.438/'190 in 1889. 

The trade with the United States has increased 
5.78 per cent during the pa.at year, and is now '19.10 
per cent of our entlre imports. 

Our expGrts, virtually, all go to the United 
States. 

Bananas have increased in the number of bunches 
exported from 1876 to the present year, when it 
reached 105,.630 bun.chefh 

The United States received the- btllk or our trade, 
both 1n erports and imports; Great Britain received 
3.45 per cent, and Chin.a and Japan 1..-10 per eent. 

The trado ot the United States with this Kingdom 
has ino.ree.sed 1.&J. per oent over that ot 1888. 

The in.crease in the. imports and exports carried 
by Amer1oan yeasels in 1868 was 66.19 per cent, while 
in 1889 it carried '12 .• 34 per cent. The percentage 
carried by the Tes.sels ot other nations has decreased 
in each ease, 

Vessels under the Amer! ce nag had a total 
tonnage o:f 129,0.&5, and in 1888~ 113 ,459; British, 
19,139, an.4 in 1eea, 29,519, Hawaiian., 54.,813 against 



64,60'7.i German, 4,197, against 5,820 for the previous 
year.2Y 

From these statements covering , for the most part, the 

business for the year ending at the elose of Deeember of 

the preceding year, it 18 a h that the trade with the 

United States far outweighed that with any other country. 

American capital found its way into almost every- phase 

of Hawaiian industry and even into the Hawaiian Government 

itself, in the fom. ot 1oans made to that Government by 

.American ea:p1tal.1sts. It is small wonder the:n tb.a.t P!awa11 

was rapidly becoming a country W1ose affairs were managed 

by persons who were not Hawaiians, but American citizens 

who owned and controlled Hawaiian industry and commeree. 

27 !2I,. Rel. , 1894, App. II I pp. $17-·518. 
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CBAPrER II 

THE HAWAIIAN REVOLUTION OF 1893; A RESULT Ol" 

A.MERI CAN CITIZENS I N BAWAII DESIRING 

ANNEXATION 

!low long such oond1 ti ens of prosperity and increased 

trade would have continued under reeiprocity, had it not 

been for events in the United States, is dift1cult to 

conclude. But change is continually going en, and 

things were taking place in the United States which were 

to elose shortly the reign of prosper! ty that had existed 

under the terms or the re-o.iproci ty treaties. 

A proposal was made in Congress to remove the 
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tariff on all sugars imported into the United States. The 

etf eet that such a course o,t aoti on would have on the 

Hawaiian sugar industry is revealed in the tollow1ng 

communication or Minister Stevens with Secretary Blaine, 

dated May 20. 1890: 

The production of sugar is the principal business 
of these islands, as the tigures of the nearl7 
$14.000 1 000 of exports to the United States in 1889 
plainly show. Sugar is the ehiet source ot the 
financial lite-- is the ban.king ea:pi tal-- on which 
the present and future prosperity ot this country 
depends. To destroy this productive industry and 
chief source of wealth is to spread ruin and 
disaster throughout the islands. 

It is certain that the present treaty is the 
ehiet cause o~ the present large dimensions of 
sugar produeti on, having al ready more than doubled 
the entire pro.party of the islands, In the opinion 



of all well-inf orme c1 persons he re to place sugar on 
the free list would be the virtual annulment of the 
reciprocity treaty and the destruction ot the 
prosperity of the islands . Thus 1 t is easy to under
stand why there is so deep an anxiety among the 
business .m.en of Hawaii as to the present aspect of 
the sugar question 1n Congress • • • • To all Americans 
here it is especially alarming, as they see plainly 
that the virtual destruction of the ehiet produotive 
industry of the country is to weaken essentially its 
fraternal relat1 ons with the United St.ates . 

Believing the eomm.ereial and political relations 
ot these islands to be of inestimable importance to 
the United States, duty impels me to state the grave 
injury and danger there are inrlved in the proposed 
annul.men t ot the sugar tari.tf . 

Despite these protests, the McKinley Tariff Act was 

passed by Congress i n 1S90. This act removed the duty from 

raw sugar being imported into the United States, but 

all owed the .American sugar growers to r ·eceive a bounty of 

two cents on each pound of sugar raised . 2 This subsidy did 

not aid the Hawaiian producers . At the same time, the 

increase in beet sugar production 1n the United States 

furnished new cam.petition . 
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The result of the tariff aot was that American sugar 

growers e n joyed an advantage ot t\\10 cents per pound over 

their Hawaiian competitors . Suoh en advantage caused the 

industry of the Islands to fall into deoay . It became plain 

to these interests that their condition W>uld not improve 

unless something was done to bring about closer commercial 

l For • .!!!!.• , 1894, App. II, p. 320 . 

2 F . w. Taussig , The Ta;ri:tt History 2t_ ~ United States 
(New York and London , 1914} , pp ~ 275- 280 . 



or politieal relations between Hawaii and the United States. 

Investors no longer cared to put large sums into the 

sugar industry. Therefore, rice, coffee, tea, bananas, 

tobacco , hemp, and pineapples 'became 1n oreas1ngly important 

as produets for export. Rec.iprocity had caused practically 

all the eapital to find its way into the sugar industry, 

whioh was so profitable under the terms of the treaties. 

Attempts were immediately made, by those 1.Jlterested 1n 

Hawaiian industries, to secure a favorable revision of the 

agreements. Mr. Stevens urged Mr. Blaine to try to remedy 

the ills by helping to secure a new and more liberal treaty. 

He adrls ed that the Americans in Hawaii would not be eont ent 

to remain there with their investments under the conditions 

that were then existing, but that they were sure to turn 

their attention to investments 1n businesses on the Pacific 

Coast, V&ich would be undesirable to business investments 

already the I"$. !5 

In November , 1890, King Kalakaua ma.de a tr1 p to 

California in an e:ttort to regain his failing heal th. The 

trip was not intended to be one or diplomatic importance, 

although proper courtesy and h-osp1ta.l.1ty were shown to him. 

while llere. His health tailed to improve as a result of 

the trip, and on 1 anuary 20, 1891. he died 1n San Francisco. 

The death of Kalakaua brought his si ste-r, llrs. Dominis, 

3 For. !!l·, 1894, App. II, :p. 350. 
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to the throne as Queen Liliuokalani. She took the oath to 

support the Constitution of 188'1, on lanttB.ry 29, 1891. 

Al.most at once Liliuokalani began to assum.e powers not given 

to her under the Constitution. The first step was to 

appoint a cabinet that would be under her absolute eont rol. 

Net the Queen began a series of removals ot government 

of'ticers, replacing t hem in each case with favorites who 

would be easily dominated. 

This had a tendency to cause alarm among the business 

elements,. 'Who saw in sueh a move the possible loss ot their 

control of governmental attairs. In a confidential letter 

wr\tten by Minister Stevens to Secretary Ble.1ne, August 20. 

1891, Stevens discussed the quest! on of brining about 

seouri ty for these elenents. 

The best security 1n the tuture, and the on.ly 
perm.anent security, w111 be the moral pressure of 
the business men and ot what are termed "the 
missionary people." and t .he presenoe in the harbor 
ot Honolulu or an American man-ot-war. The presence 
of a United. States vessel not only operates strongly 
to secure good order .am9ag t~e ]lationali ti es here, 
but 1 t 1 s a standing hO;'t:-1,~e ~o . f orelgn nations that 
the United States has'"er ·spe-·cial care for these 
islands. 4 ' :'~ .- · . · . ·· · · 

• r • • •. 

~ I. ' . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . ~ . 

Despite the Que.en '.a ~~:~funpt!mr. o~: ahtooi-atic p.owers 

and her appointment or taver1 tes; she was unable to gain 

the confidence and devotion or her peoples. 5 A oonsp1raey 

4 Ibid., p. 348. 

5 Youns, S?ll• elt., p. 22. 
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was formed at this time by a number of half-whites of none 

too high charaoter and principles, the object of this group 

being to remedy the evils that were in existence.. Learning 

of this group, the Queen hit upon the idea of using these 

m.en to aid her in issuing a new constitution. The leader 

ot the conspiracy, R. w. Wilcox, re used to support her 

plans in carrying out this scheme , whereupon he and his 

associates were arrested tor conspiring against the govern

ment. The Queen prevented them trom standing trial, however, 

for tear that her share in the plot would be exposed . 6 

The meeting or the legisJ.ature 1n Kay, 1892 , tound three 

political parties represented, each havin.g considerab1.e 

intluenee and ot about equal strength. One of the parties , 

styled the Re:tonn Party, bad for its aim clo:ser commercial 

relations w1 th the United. States and the discontinue.nee 

or the autoeratie rule ot the 'bleen. The party was made 

up largely of persons who had come to Hawaii :t':rom the 

United States or had been born there o'f parents who were 

natives of this country . 'fhe second party was called the 

National Retorm. Part-y . This group favored English interests 

in preference to Ameriean , and was composed of persons 

having. for the most part, no property holdings 1n the 

Islands . The third of these parties was the Liberal Party. 

The members ot this party were interested in no 

6 Ibid . , p . 23 . 



constructive legislation, but were seeking bribes and 

bargains. On the whole, they were satisfied with the Q,ueen 

and her :policies . As may be well imagined, the party was 

made up of natl ves and the whites o.t t he lower class. 7 
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With the party groups being so nearly equal in strength, 

the work of enacting aD,7 legislation was greatly hampered . 

The Queen had some advant-age in the contest by virtue or 

the raet that her ministers wex-e allowed to vote on any 

measures considered by the legislature, exeepting those 

concerning impeachment or voting out a cabinet. The 

National RefQnn Party cooperated with the Liberal Party 

in support of the Queen on questions whi• mit?Pt prove 

detrirnental to Amer! ean interests . 

The American Minister,. J . L. Stevens, worked with the 

Reform. Party in ord.er to prev'en t any laws being enacted 

which might hurt the American cause . The EngliSh Minister 

was an active worker with ttf Nat~~n'1 Reform Party, and 

even went in person t.o lobby tor measures that were in 

oppos1 tion to Ameriean interests . 8 By thus engaglng_:_in 

the domestic at:rairs of the country to which they were 

sent as ministers , these .men were violating principles 

of international .law relating to conduct of ministers . 9 

? Ibid ., p. 24. 

8 Ibid . , p . 25 . 

J. B. Moore., A Digest ot International 1g (Washington , 
1 906 ) , IV, 5'13 • 



Opposition to the Q.ueen and her cabinet by the 

majority of the members of the leg1 slature oaused. the 

cabinet to be voted. cut on August 30, 1892. The Queen 

imrJJ!)diately appointed. against the advice of the lruslness 
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men of Honolulu , another cabinet, headed by E. e. Maef'arlane . 

He was pro-British in his sympathy, and set cut immediately 

to get a bill throu e,.i the legislature which would g1 ve 

Engl and a mortgage on the port dues in return tor a loan 

trom that eount:ey. An atfort to vote this cabinet eut 

three days after t.hey were installed failed by one vot-e. 

Another attempt in Oeto ber was more successtul, and the 

cabinet ent out by a vote of 32 to la.10 

Again the Q).teen appoiuted a cabinet eomposed of men 

who represented in no way the business group. This tim.e the 

eabinet was voted cut in less than two hours.11 

At this juncture ot affairs the Q.ueen temporarily 

yielded to the majority group pf the legislature, and 

appointed a ministry known as the 1lcox-Jones cabinet. 

This settlement was considered as a victory for the better 

class and as the triumph ot Ameriean1sm. over anti-

.Amer 1 eani sm •12 

The events which had been taking place caused 

10.,,. .oung,. ll• cit., pp. 29-30 

ll 
~-, p. 30. 

1 2 Carpenter, .2.l?.· oi t., p. r,s. 



annexation sentiment to increase 1n intensity, as may be 

seen from a oanmunioation of C41ptain G. C. Wiltse of the 

Boston with the Seeretary of the Navy on October 12, 1892: 

3'1 

Tb.ere ls a large and growing sentiment, particularly 
among the planters, in favor of anne:xati on to the 
United States, but I am into:rmed that the leaders do 
not think an opportune moment will arrive tor some 
time to come. HoweTer , everything seems to point 
toward an eventual request for annexation,13 

The same observation of this trend in sentiment was 

made by Minister Stevens in a note to Seoreta.ry Foster , 

November 20, 1892. In this, Stevens stated: 

An intelligent and impartial examination ot the 
tacts oan hardly fail to lead to the conclusion that 
the relations and policy ot the United States toward 
Hawaii will soon demand some change, it not the 
adoption of deelsive measures, with the aim to seeure 
.Amari can interests alld future supremacy by eneourag1ng 
Hawaiian development. and aiding to promote :responsible 
government in these islands. It is unnecessary tor 
me to allude to the deep interest and the settled 
poliey of the United States Government 1n respect 
of these islands, t"rom the otfieial days ot John 
Q)liney Adams and ot Daniel Webster to the present 
time . In all that period, we have avowed the 
superiority of cur interests to those or all other 
nations .14 

An att.empt to remove the Wilcox-Jones cabinet in 

December failed, an action taken to mean that the Reform 

Party was in the ascendancy and would exercise a greate.r 

control over the government in the tuture. 

Such a prediction was ma.de without reckoning .to what 

13 F Re A:. ..:.su:. ~., 1av4, pp. n, p. 1as. 
14 Ibid., pp •. 188-189. 



lengths the Q.ueen would f!!J, to regain her waning power in 

the legislature. By , bribes and prom.ls es to the native 
I 

members of that body, the Q,ueen was able to put through a 

lottery bill and an opium bill, both of vdli eh were grea.tl y 

opposed by the ministry and t he higher cl ass of people in 

the country. '?he first of the s e bills waste permit the 

Louisiana Lottery Oompany to carry on its operations in 

Hawaii. This eom.peny had been driven out of the United 

States because ot the character of its dealings, and was 

eonsidered by the better class as very undesirable. '!'he 

second bill was to grant a franchise to a large opium ring 

with branches in such cities as San Francisco, Rong Kong, 

Vancouver, and Honolulu. 

Members or the legislature who would aaeept bribes 

were g1 ven shares of stock in the lottery company, and 

promises were made that a large annual payment ($500,000) 

w:iuld be made to the Hawaiian Government in return tor the 

tranehise. Bribes wer e also g iven to the legislators by 

the agents of the opium ring.15. 

Success having crowned the Queen's efforts in putting 

through the lottery and opium bills, she next decided to 

try a gain to remove the Wi1cox-Jones cabinet. This was 

aeeomplished by a vote of 25 to 16 on January 12, 1893, 

l~ Carpenter, 2£.• s!!,., pp. 176-1?7. 
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two days before the legislature was to be prorogued.16 

Meanwhile, Mr. Stevens was considering the desirab1li ty 

of bringing about closer relations between t he United States 

and Hawaii. His desire for annexation was, no doubt, 

i ntensified by the events which had been occurring in the 

legislature, and by the demands of the sugar int ereets 1n 

the Islands, who were suffering greatl y from the efteets 

of the McKinley Tariff. The following is taken from a 

letter written by Mr. Stevens to Hon. lohn W. Foster, 

Secretary of State: 

It is well to consider the existing state or things 
here resulting from the ehange 1n t he United States 
sugar tariff. Only personal observation and a careful 
investigation of the facts oan give an adequate idea 
of the severe blow so.gar raised here has received. 
!he proauc t1 on or sugar being the main business of 
the islands 1 the great reduction or the market price 
has erreoted powerfully the entire artairs and 
cond.itions ot the islands. I think it underestimating 
the truth to express the opinion that the loss to the 
owners ot the sugar plan tat ions and mills, et e. , and 
the consequent depr eciation ot other l'l'OPerty by the 
passage ot the McKinley bill, wise and benetiei al as 
that measure is proving to be for the vast interests 
in the United States , has not been less than $12,000,000, 
a large portion of this falling on A.rra.erieans residing 
here and in Cal1torn1a. Unless some positive measures 
or relief be granted, the depreciation of sugar 
property here will continue to go on •••• 

If 1 t was wise tor the United States, through 
Seereta;ry Me.ray, th1 rty-eight years ago, to otter to 
expend $100,000 to secure a treaty o-f annexation , it 
certainly can not be ehime~ioal or unwise to expend 
$100 ,000 to secure annexation in the near future. 

16 W. D. lUexande:f ! Brief History of ~ Hawaiian People 
{New York, 1899 J, p. 315. 



To-day the United States has five times the weal th 
she possessed in 1854. and the reasons now existing 
for annexation are much stronger than tb.ey were then. 
I ean not retrain from expressing t he opinion w1 th 
emphasis that the golden hour is near at hand.17 

Internal affairs in Hawaii were, by this time, moving 

at a more r apid pace. Following the removal of the 

Wilcox-Jones oabinet, the Queen set about to secure the 

formati on of a new ministry mich would be under her 

eontrol . The legislature would be prorogued on the 14th 

of January, and would not convene again c~ two years. 

During thi s two yea.rs the Queen 'W1 shed to have a group 

of ministers that would do her bidding. Aceordingly , 

she sent for Col bum, a half-white, and asked him to 

form a cabinet composed of persons she would name. The 

~ueen ' s followers i n the legislature were asked to absent 

themselves from the meeting on the next day (the 13th), 

i n order t h at a quorum would not be present, whieh might 

oause the new cabinet to be voted out.18 

All of t his was part of Liliuokalani's plan to 

dispose of the old eonstitution, since it narrowly 

r estricted her royal powers, and to proclaim a new one, 

that would return the power to her hands . 

According to this proposed cons1tution the 
members of the hruse of nobles a nd of the council 

17 For. Rel., 1894, App. II, pp . 194-195. 

18 y i oung, .22• .£...1., p. 33. · 
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ot State were to be appointed by the queen at will; 
and all whl t e men, unle as married to :na t.i ve women , 
were to be absolutely debarred from suttrage.19 
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The Queen's proposal. to promulgate such a constitution 

caused a wave of native enthusiasm to be aroused, favoring 

a retum to the old order of thi ngs. Feeling against the 

whit es began to rise high. Honolulu became a city filled 

with excitement. 

The white population became-- thoroughly al arIIJ9d by 

this turn of events., The danger ot losing their property, 

their voice in the government , · and possibly their lives 

led them to discuss open rebellion . The business interests 

saw that they would be likely to lose forever the chance 

of bringing the Hawaiian Islands under the control of the 

United States. lithout a voiee in the government of 

Hawaii, their plight would be worse then anything they 

had experienced, even du~ng the years before reeiproeity. 

On Saturday, January 14th, the Queen came to the 

government building at noon• and read the notiee of 

prorogation .of the legislature. Immediately following 

this act, she went to the palace that she might get the 

ministry to sign the new oonsti tu tion whi oh she had drawn 

up. All had worked well until this time, but here the 

Q,ueen encountered an unexpeet obstacle. 

19 Carpent,er • .212.• cit., p. 1'18 
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Mr. Colbum and Mr. Peterson, t wo of the ministers, 

refused to sign the document. The other ministers• seeing 

the steadfast opposition of these t wo, also refused to si gn . 

By a plea for time to deliberate, t he ministers were able 

to leave the palace and learn if' the people would support 

them in resisting the Q.ueen. '!'his resistance on the part 

of the ministers, who the Q,ueen supposed were loyal to her, 

was oeoasioned by t heir knowledge that the promulgation or 

this constitution would be accompanied by a revolt and 

probably bloodshed.20 

The ministers were assured of the hearty cooperation 

of the business me n and the Re:fonn. Party and were adTised 

to continue to resist the Q.ueen. Upon being thus assured 

of support, the cabinet returned tc the palace, where they 

found the Q.ue en making a speech to her natl ve followers , 

telling them that she had been forced by her stubborn 

ministers to postpone for a short time the issuance ot the 

oonstitution. 21 

Following this speech by the Queen, a number of the 

prominent business roon or Honolulu met at W. O .• Snii th' s 

of:f'ice and organized a Committee of Public Safety, com.posed 

of thirteen me mbers. Five of these members were .American 

citizens, owing allegiance to the United States. Six were 

20 Ibid., p. 1"19. 

21 
Alexander, .212.• lli•, p. 516. 
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Hawaiian subjects, some of which were or foreign parentage . 

One was English ; one was Ge~an. The five .Americans were: 

Henry E. Cooper, chairman; F . w. MeChesney; Theo. F. 

Lansing; John Emmeluth; and J'. A. McCandless . O'f the 

Hawaiians, three, L.A. Thurston, W. o .. S.nl,ith, and W. R. 

Castle, had been born in Hawaii . W. c. Wilde,r, c. Bolte, 

and Henry Waterhouse were naturalized subje ets. A. Brown 
22 

was a Scotch citizen; Ed Suhr was a Germ.an aul>ject. 

The committee decided that the Queen had acted in a 

manner equivalent te abdicating the throne. She had 

declared her intention to dis:regsrd the constitution to 

which she had sworn her support. 'fheretore, the committee 

belieTed that the people no longer owed allegiance to her. 23 

Before adj ou rn1ng, the following resolution was 

adopted by the committee by a vote or twelve to one. 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this commit tee 
that in rtew of the present unsatlet'aetory state or 
affairs,, th-e proper course to pursue is to abolish 
the monarchy and apply for annexation to the United 
Sta.tes .24 

After adopting this xesolution, the Oommittee of Public 

Safety adjourned until the next morning. At that time, they 

again met and decided upon the course or aetion for the 

22 !2.1:• Rel., 1894, App. II, pp. 587-588. 

23 Carpenter, .!Jl• cit., p . 182. 

24 Young, S!J2.• ei t. ,. p. l '75. 



next day. This decision embodied the oalling of a mass

meeting 'for the :fol.lowing day, at which time the assembled 

citizens would be asked to ap prove the action bt the 

comm.i ttee and to au th.o.rize the. :f\lrther steps toward taking 

the power or government into its hWlds. The eomm1ttee 

also asked the Cabinet to take the lead in deolar1ng the 

throne vacant, advising the ministers that unless they did 

so that the Committee ot Publio Safety would proceed with

out them.25 

In the meantime the Queen, seeing that. she was in 

danger of losing her throne through a r olut1on, made 

peace with the Cabinet. At the same time, she published 

a notice of her intention to give up her plan ot pro

mulgating a new constitution. The Committee or Public 

Safety was also advised of this intent, and asked t ,o 
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retrain from holding the mass-meeting. In a secret meeting, 

the Q.ueen and her elose followers decided they would hold 

a counter mass- meeting of the natives in Palaee Square, 

a block from where the other meeting was supposed to be 

held. 26 

These plans were ma.de on Sunday• January 15, 1893. 

The next day, it was apparent that the leading citizens 

of the city were uniting in determination to do away with 

25 Ibid., p. 177. 

26 Ibid., p. 180. 



the monarchy. These leading ei tizens, of course, were the 

upper class whites who held offiees of importance, owned 

considerable property, and had extensive interests in the 
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way of loans and other investments 1n Hawaii. Most of them 

were Amer! cans, their number being augment.ed by a few English, 

Germans, and Portuguese. 

This group made no effort to co nceal the purpose that 

they had. in mind. The Cabinet was advised of their 

intentions on two separate days, and the Q,ueen 's Marshal, 

Wilson, was informed on Monday noon. The Q.ueen's government 

was to be overthrown, if' necesaa17 by force of arms.. Mean-
2'1 while, the Que.en was making her preparations to resist. 

In view of the fact that several thousand American 

citizens and many million dollars' mrth ot American property 

was situated in the neighborhood in mich the ma.s.s-meetings 

were to be held, the Vnited States Minister, John L. Stevens, 

and Captain Wiltse. Commander of ~he Boston. decided that it 

would be wise to land a t oree to protect · the Americans and 

their property. They wl thheld aetion at this time, howeTer, 

The mass-meetings were hel4 on Monday afternoon of 

January 16th, the people beginning to assemble early for the 

oooaslon. In one meeting were those persons who faTored the 

overthrow of the Q,ueen and her government and the establish

ment of a republ ie , with a view to annexation to the United 

2" !J!!!. , p. 182. 



States. In the other meeting v-1ere the royalists who wished 

to continue the monar chy under Liliuokalani. 

In the first meeting, the report of the Committee of 

Public Safety was approved a.nd the committee was given . 
authority by the assembly to continue in their program of 

taking ste-ps to secure pe.rmanent maintenance of law and 

order in Hawaii. In the second meeting , the Q.ueen' s 

assurance was given that She v«>uld not attempt any more 

oha.nges except by cons ti tut tonal method.a• 28 
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Meanwhile, many or t.he white residents had fled the city 

into the mcuntains and to Waikiki. The Queen had le tt the 

palace and had gone to her private residence 1n Washington 

Place. The police had been called in from the streets, 

while a oondi ti on bord.ering on anarchy e:x.isted in Honolulu. 29 

At this state of affairs, the Committee of Publ 1o Safety 

called upon Minister Stevens to bring the troops rrcm the 

Boston ashore to protect them. 

Sir:- We, the undersigned citizens and residents 
ot Honolulu, respeetful.ly represent that, in view of 
recent public evel'lt s in this Kingdom., culminating in 
the revolutionary acts of Queen Liliuokalani on 
Saturday last, the public safety is menaced, and 
lives and. property are in peril; and we appeal to you 
and ~he United States forces at your command for 
assistance. 

The Queen, with the aid of armed force, and 
aecompanied by threats of violence and bloodshed from 
those with whom She was acting, attempted to procl.aim 
a new constitution; and, while prevented for the time 
being from ac,-eomplishing her object, declared publicly 

28 1 · bid ., pp . 184- 185 . 

29 Carpenter, .sm,. cit., pp . 183-184. 



that she would only defer her action. 
This conduct and action was upon an occasion and 

under ei rcum.stances which have ereated general al.arm 
and terror. 

We are unable to protect ourselves without. aid 
and therefore Dray for the protection of the United 
States torees.30 

(Signed by the thirteen members of the Citizens' 
Committee of Satet.y) 
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Troops from the Boston were landed a. t 5 P. M., and 

ma.rohed to the main part of town, that they might be on hand 

to protect .Americans and their property. The ma.in body of 

the troops was quartered for the night in Arion Hell, a 

place ideally situated to commend e. view of the government 

buildings, but at some distance from the largest portion 

of American property. 

A:fter the troops were landed and had ta.ken up their 

stations in the ei ty, the people beeame less fearful and 

31 the night was spent with a feeling of eomparative security. 

The next day, Tuesday, January l 'Yth, a great crowd 

gathered near the government building to hear the proclamation 

of the Committee of Public Safety, abolishing the Hawaiian 

monarchy- and establishing a :provisional government, "!'or 

the control and management of' public affairs and the pro

tection of the public peace •••• to exist until terms of 

30 For. Rel., 1894, App. II, p. 501. 

31 Carpenter, £12.· ill•, p. 185. 



union with the United States ot .America" should be 

negotiated and agreed upon.32 
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While the proclamation was being read, two eompanies 

of volunteer troops arrived at the government building to 

protect the newly established government in its position. 

The Provisional GoTernm.ent. which had been thus established, 

had within its oon:t-rol, the government building, the 

government arohi ves, and the treasury. It still remained 

for the new government to gain control or the polioe force, 

the military force, and the palace held by the Q.ueen 1 s 

forces. 

The Provisional Government had its authority vested 

i n two counei ls, one, an executive council ot four members, 

and the other, an advisory council of fourteen members with 

legislative powers. As members of the executive council 

the following men were chosen: Sanford B. Dole, President 

and Minister of Foreign At'tai rs; J. A. King , Minister of 

the Interior; P . C. Jones, Minister ot Fine.nee; and w. o. 
Smith, Attorney-General . All of these men we.re Amerieans 

long influential in the Hawaiian Islands. 33 Of the fourteen 

members of the advisory counci 1, six owed allegiance to 

the United States . 34 

The new government was declared by Minis ter Stevens 

32 Ibid., p. 186. 

33 Hobbs , sm,. cit •• p. 108. 

34 For . Rel., 18~4, App . II, p. 595. 
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to be the!!. facto government of Hawaii . As such it was 

reoegnized by him, January 17, 1893, within two hours 

af'ter being established. The following is a copy ot his 

note of recognition: 

A Provisional Government having been duly 
eonstituted in the plao• of the recent Government ot 
Q,ueen Liliuokalani, and said Provisional Government 
being in tull pos.sess1on of the Go'fernment buildings• 
the archives, and the tre.asury, and in control ot 
the capl t.al ot the Hawaiian I al ands, I hereby 
reeogniz• said Provisional Government. as the de facto 
Govertll'llent or the. Hawaiian Islands. - 35 

John L. Stevens · 

President Dole demanded the surrender or the Q,ue•n, 

together with all t .he government property which she and 

her t orees oeeup1ed, The Queen, af"~er tailing to secure 

the protection ot the American Minister~ t1na11y yielded 

under protest ., appealing to the United States Government 

to reestablish her as the righttul ruler. 

I, Liliuokalani, b.y the grace ot God and under 
the 0011,stit.ution ot the Hawaiian Kingdom, Q,ueen, clo 
hereby sel•QJ.y protest ag.ainst aay and all acts 
done aga.inat myselt and the conat,ltuU:on.el goTernment 
ot the Hawaiian Kingdom by cer\ai:a persons claiming 
to have •stablished a Provisional Government ot and 
tor the Kingdom. 

That I yield to the superior torc.e ot the United 
States ot America. whose minister pl•nipotentiary , hia 
excellency John L. Stevens, has eaused United states 
troops to be landed at Honolulu and declared that he 
would support the said Provisional Government . 

Now, to avoid any collision or armed :f oroe.s, and 
perhaps the loss ot life, I do under this protest ancl 
impelled by said force yield my authority until auoh 
time as the Government of the United sta'tes shal.l , 

35 Ibid. , p . 228. 
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upon the faets being presented to 1 t, undo the action 
of its representative and reinstate me in the authority 
which I claim as the constitutional sovereign of the 
Hawaiian Islands. 

Done at Honolulu the l?th day of January A. ~6, 1893. 
Liliuokalani R. 

This method of surrender was chosen by the advice of her 

adviser, Paul Neumann , who sought to show that the United 

States troops were supporting the Provisional Government. 

With t he surrender of the Queen~ the new government came 

into complete c.ontrol of all the government buildi ~s and 

records, e.s well as the military and civil forces of the 

ousted monarchy . T:he next day the Provisional Government 

was recognized by t he re:presentati ves of Germany, Austria

Hungary , Italy, Russia, Spain, t he Netherlands , Denmark , 

Belgium, Mexico , Chile, Peru, and China. British and French 

representatives recognized the new government later.37 

The revolution had thus been accomplished without the 

loss of l ife, and the business interests were now ready to 

seek for an i mmediate annexation to the United States, as 

shown by eorrespondenoe of Mr. Stevens with Secre.tary Foster 

on January 18th: 

All is quiet here now. Without the sacrifice ot 
a single life t his change o'f govern~n t has been. 
accomplished. Language een hardly express the 
enthusiasm a.nd the profound reeling of reli-ef at this 
peaceful and salutary _change of governmen t. '!'he under
lying cause or this profound 1'eeling among the citizens 

36 illg_., pp. 232-233. 

3" Oarpenter, .2.l?.• ~., p. 187. 



is the hope that the United States Government will 
allow these islands t&3pass to American control and 
become Amert ean soil. · 

The Hawaiian Provisional Government immediately sent 

a special commission to the United States to negotiate a 

treaty of annexation. This commission of six men included 

five Amari oans, two of whom were important business men 

i n the Islands. One was president of a steamship company, 

and one was a leading lumber merchant, doing business 

with Puget Sound and Oregon. The com.mission arrived in 

Washington on February 3, 1893, presented its credentials 

to President Harrison, and with Secretary of St.ate Foster, 

began the task or working out the terms of the desired 

treaty. 39 

The terms or the treaty were as follows: 
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All lands and buildings and other public property 
of the Hawaiian Islands were ceded to the United States, 
the Hawaiian publie debt was assumed by the United 
States; the ex-queen was to be paid en annual pension 
of twenty thwsand dollars, and the heir apparent,. the 
Princess Kalula.ni,. was to reeei ve a sum of one hundred 
and tifty thousand dollars 1n satisfaction of her 
cl.aims to the throne. These concessions to fallen 
royalty were to be made on condition of an unhesitating 
and continuous acquiescence in the abrogation ot the 
monarchy and. th8 annexation of the Islands to the 
tinit ed States. 4 

The ex-queen's legal adviser, Paul Neumann, came to 

38 'IP Rel 
£.QI,. -·, 18Q4, App. II, p. 388. 

39 Carpenter, op. ,ill., p. 188. 

40 Ib,id 1°0 _., p. ~-



the United States, immediately following the eommission 

sent by the Hawaiian Provisional Government. His purpose 

was to represent the claims of the e.x-queen, trying to 

secure her restoration and, tailing in that, to seeure 

for her as large a :money indemnity as possible.41 

Due to the delay or the British and Frenoh ott1e1als 

in recognizing the newly establishe.d government , there 

was some fear that a reversal of' the revolution might be 

attempted, supported by the British and the French. This 

uneasiness 1 ed the Provisional Government to send the 

following request to Minister Stevens: 

Sir: Believing that we are unable to satis
factorily protect life and property, and to prevent 
eivil disorders in J:Iouo1ulu and throughout the 
Hawaiian Islands, we hereb7 ,. 1n obedience to the 
instructions of the advisory council, pray that you 
will raise the !lag of the United States for the 
protection of the Hawaiian Isl.ands ter the time 
being, end to that end we hereby center upon the 
Government of the United States, through you., 
freedom ot oocupati on ot the publlo 1Ju1ld1ngs of 
this Government, and ot the soil of t.his country, 
so tar as may be ne eeasary tor the e.xeroise ot such 
protection, but not interfering with the admin
istration or pultlio atf e.irs by this Government. 42 

Al.though this was entirely without sa.netion by the home 

government , Minister Stevens cemplied with the request. 

Ac.cordingly, on February 1. 1893 • he ca.used to be raised, 

41 Young, .sm_ • .9.ll., pp. 211-212. 

42 For. Rel ., 1894, App . II, p. 246. 
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above the government buildings in Honolulu, the .American 

flag in place of the nag of Hawaii . 43 

The arrival of a British war ship, the Garnet, in 

Honolulu harbor, caused increased uneasiness, especially 

when rumors were voiced that th& English were planning to 

raise their flag aboTe the palace. The unfortunate 

53 

situ a.ti on was not relieved any by the neglect ot the 

English ottioers to pay proper respect and courtesy to the 

new government , while they carried on friendly relations 

with the ex-queen and her adherents.44 

Outside of a few personal encounters betwean the 

members or the r1 val crews, no incidents occurred during 

the stay of the Ga.met, the English vess_el leaving the 

port in a few weeks. A Japanese war ship soon came, 

however, and some disturbance fo1lowed as a result of 

Japanese resentment towards the new government of Hawaii 

and the unofficial United States protectorate. One instance 

of this we.s the refusal ot the Ja-pe.nese authorities to 

release an escaped Japanese prisoner. who had ta.ken refuge 

on the Japanese man-ot-war. After several days of heated 

argument and correspondence, the escaped eonviot was turned 

over to the Hawaiian authorities, and peaceful relations 

43 Alexander, ~ oit., p. 317. 

44 Carpenter, .sm_. oi t.., p. 190. 



were maintained.45 

As time progressed , the Provisional Government 

increased in strength and i n its ability to preserve and 

mai ntain order within the Islands. Several political 

clubs ere organized, one of which, the so called 

Annexation Club, had for its aim the speeding up of the 

time when the Island.a would be a part or the United States. 

Mr. Stevens was es pecially desirous of a speedy 

conclusion of the negotiations tor annexation. He had 

seen the accomplishment of a remarkable revolution wiieh 

set up a n ideal opportunity tor the realization of the 

ambitions and dreams or the American business interests 

1n Hawaii. '!'he g>al toward which they had labored for 

many years was near at hand, it seemed, and Stevens wished 

to see the thing completed. 

On February 1, 1893, he wrote to Secretary Foster: 

The Hawaiian pear is now fully ripe, and this 
is the golden hour tor the United States to pluck 
it.46 

Th.e work of the commission in drawing up the 

annexation treaty was finally completed, and the treaty 

was signed on February 14th. «rhe f'ollowing day, President 

Harrison submitted 1 t to the United States Senate tor 

ratification. A month had elapsed since the Provisional 

Government took over the control of the Islands; only 

45 Young, ~· .2!_!., p. 218 • . 

46 !2£. Rel., 1894, App. II, p. 244. 
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sevent-een days remained 1n the tenn of a.dministraticn ot 

President Harrison. 
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All the friends ot annexation, knowing that President

elect Cleveland would not be likely to tavor the project, 

were anxious for the Senate to ratify the treaty at once. 

Despite the desire of these interested persons to rush the 

treaty through the Senate, the time passed without final 

aetion being taken. 

\'11th the coming ot President Cleveland into ot:f'1ee 

for his second term, on March 4, 1893, the Senate was 

convened in extra session. However, the treaty ot 

annexation was withdrawn from the Senate's consideration 

for the President's own examination. Tb.is , of course, 

meant the failure of the treaty, since the new president 

was in no sense an imperialist. He felt it to be wrong 

and unjustifiable for a nation as strong as the United 

States to take over a weaker one like Hawaii , especially 

since there was some doo.bt as to the oire:u.mstanees surround

ing the overthrow of the Hawaiian monarchy and the establish

ment of the new government there. Cleveland thought that 

he was duty-bound to make an investigation into the matter , 

in order to determine the part played by the United States 

or its citizens in this change of government that had been 

made in the Islands. 



CHAPTER I .II 

ANNEXATION REALIZED 

In pursuance of Cleveland's i;lan tor investigating 

the Hawaiian Revolution ot January 17, lats, he appointed 

Hon. James H. Blount of Macon, Georgia,. as special 

commissioner. Blount was to go to the Hawaiian Islands 

for the purpose ot making '*an accurate, full and impar

tial invest! gati on of the tacts attending the subversion 

of the eonst1tut1 onal governm.mt ot Hawaii, and the 

installment i n its place ot the Provisional Govemment."1 

The appointment of Mr. Blount was not sub·m.itted tor 

the approval of the Senate, thus making the commissioner 

a :personal representative of President Cleveland. 

Practically as much power was conferred upon Mr. Blount, 

however, as if he had been duly a pproved by the Senate to 

act as an envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary. 

He was to have full authority t.o direct the removal of the 

United States troops trom the Islands, haul down the 

United States fla g from the Government buildings, protect 

Amerio an ei tizens, and in general; to assume many of the 

duties hitherto falling upon Mr. Stevens. 2 

l . . For. Rel., 1894, App. II, p. 4.4'7. 

2 Carpenter, .QI?.. oi t. , pp. 802-203. 
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The special commissioner, thus sent out,. arrived at 

Honolulu on March 2g, 1893. Upon arrival, he was met by 

Mr. Stevens who offered to provide hi m w1 th transportation 

to a eottage whieh he , Mr. Stevens , and some members of 

the .Anne:xati on Club had sele oted for Blount ' s residence 

during his stay in Hawaii . Mr. Blount refused this 

invi ta.tion, as well as another sLn1lar one ext,ended by a 

group of royal sympathizers waiting at the dock. 

The special commissioner then went up to tbe town in 

a eonveyan ee of Ms own hire, and took up residence 1n a 

hotel where he would not feel obligated. to either of the 

rival faotlons.3 

On March 31, 1893,. two days after his arrival in 

Honolulu, Mr. Blount directed Rear.-.Admiral J. s . Skerrett, 

Commander of the Pacific Squadron , to haul the United 

Stat.es flag down from the Government Building and to 

return the United States troops statiored. on the Islands, 

to their ships. This order was directed to be carried 

out at eleven o'clock on April 1st. 4 

Acting upon these d 1rect1ons , Rear-Admiral Skerrett 

gave orders for the flag of the United States to be 

removed from the Government Building,_ and for the troops 

3 For. Rel., 1894, App. II, p. 4'71. 

4 Illi• t ·P• 472. 
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to be sent to their ships. : Captain Hooper stated that no 

disorder attended the hauling down of the United States 

flag·, and no enthu$1asm. was evidenced by the natives 'When 

their own flag was raised. They seell'ed entirely 

ind.iff'erent as to what was taking place.5 

Blount 1m.mdia. tely began making inquiry into the true 

causes of the revolution Vffl.ich had overthrovn Queen 

Liliuokalani and set up a government ., controlled to a large 

extent by citizens of the United States . On April 8, 1893, 

Blount wrote to Secretary W. Q. Gresham: 

As a class, .American el tizens here have been the 
most active -in dethroning the Q,ueen, and. are active in 
maintaining the existing Government. Ii" they are thus 
to pe.rtioipate in the affairs ot these island.a, and 
when force is used to suppress sueh movements on their 
part the forces of the United States are to be called 
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in to protect t he 1r persons and t-heir pr.operty • it does 
seem. that our Government encourages them to lawlessness, 
and its good faith is impugned. 

My present impression is that the existing Govern
ment owes it a being and its 118. intenanee to this 
perverted influenee.6 

Many interesting things were brought out during the course 

of these investigations. Men were summoned be:tore Mr . 

Blount to be interviewed and to make affidavits and 

state.uents r ·egerding the events ?.hich had transpired in the 

Islands for several years preceding the overthrow of the 

5 Ibid., pp. 474-475 

6 .!lt!s·, p. 476. 



monarchy. 

The power of the sugar-planters was brought out by 

testimony tbat they had frequently bribed the former 

Hawaiian Government into permitting them to carry out 

plans and projects to advance their own interests. One 

instance of this was mentioned by a Mr. C. M. Hyde. He 

told of the permission given by King Kalakaua for the 

construction of an irrigation canal which would take its 

water from a higher point than the old canals had secured 

water. This greatly diminished the supply of water to be 

had by the poorer natives and whites who had to continue 

to take what water ca.me down the old ditches. The King 

was persuaded to allow this injustice to be done by these 

powerful sugar-growers in return for a loan ot $40 ,000. 7 
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The advantage of annexation to the business and 

industrial interests was likewise made clear through the 

interviews with men engaged in the various businesses in 

the Islands. An interview with Fred H. Hayselden , a stock

raiser, led Mr . Hayselden to make these staterrents : 

My personal interests would be advanced 100 per 
cent by annexation. Because we only get 10 cents a 
pound for our wool. If we had annexation we would 
get 20 in California.a 

7 Ibid., p. 823. 

8 Ibid., p. 821. 



In answer to a question of what eaused the revolution 

he said: 

Simply 2 cents a pound on sugar-- to ge.t some 
treaty or arrangement w1 th America. They did not see 
their way clear to get it in the face of the McKinley 
bill. They thought Harrison would be ree~ected e.nd. 
the Republican policy would be continued. · 
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These sugar-growers, upon tin ding that Harrison was 

not reelected, decided to try to force annexation upon the 

Harrison administration before 1 t went out ot ottice. Th.is 

they were unable to do in the short time between the 

revolution in January and the inauguration of Cleveland 

on March 4th. 

Mr. Samuel Parker, a royalist, \\hen questioned a.s to 

what he thought was the cause of the revolu~ion, laid the 

blame on the sugar planters and eapital ists, who had no 

confidence in the ministry. He stated that he believed 

this group would have taken action even if a new 

constitution had not been :proposed by the Queen . According 

to his further testimony, these capitalists an.d planters 

who had become the head of the Provisional Government said 

that something must be done to gat oloser relations with 

the United States , sinee sugar was down to forty and t!.fty 

dollars a ton .10 

9 Ibid., p. 821. 

lOibid., pp. 495-496. 
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Mr. W. H. Cornwell, the minister of finance a:p-point ed 

January 13, 1893, supported the statements of others as 

to business interests being largely responsible for the 

revolution. In a statement ma.de to Spe oial Commissioner 

Blount he said: 

As aman'Who., for years, has taken an active 
part in Hawaiian politios, and as a practical sugar 
planter of many years' experience, it is not 
difficult for me to realize the true cause for the 
late revolution and for the subsequent desire for 
annexation . The depression in the sugar business 
which , since the passage of the McKinley bill, had 
made havoc with the handsome dividends wh ieh we 
have enjoyed since 1895 and the loss of power by the 
reform party were the only and tl"Ue reasons tor the 
revolution. The prospects or the sugar bounty was 
and is the main motive tor the desire to be annexed 
on the pa rt of th-e handtul of respons 1 hl e men who 
still desire sueh step to be taken. That such plans 
were fully in accord with the policy of t -he later 
Amer1ean Government, from whieh Mr. Stevens received 
his instruot1ons1 was the only reasai why the scheme 
became feasible. 1 

Mr . Claus Spreckels owned and controlled, through the 

Spreckels- Irwin Company, nearly one-third of the sugar 

business of the Islands.- He said that the sugar planters 

favored annexation to the United States provided that 

the United States would allow the planters to continue 

to import cheap eontract labor to work on the plantations. 

He also stated that the sugar planters generally thwght 

that the United States would perm1 t than to import cheap 

labor by some means-- 1!' not by contract,. then by some 

11 ~., pp . 495-496. 
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other method . At any rate they believed. that they could 

secure cheap labor after annexation. and given cheap labor. 

the :plantations would continue to make profits . Spreokels 

also stated that the movement for annexation was on the 

part of property holders seeking to enhance their private 

interests •12 

In one of his commun1c at1ons with Secretary Gresham, 

Speeial Commissioner Blount aff'ir~ed that the eontrolling 

elanent of the vbite population was oon:ne cted with the 

sugar industry. He mentioned that this element had been 

influential in government affairs for some time, end had, 

by its in:tluenee, forced the Hawaiian Govemment to 

negotiate treaties from time to time, wh ieh enabled them 

to obtain cheap labor for the plantations.. These same 

interests had influenced the Government t:o pay out large 

sums of money fo r transportation of the persons so 

contracted, and for building plantation wharves a.nd other 

equipment to be used solely by t he susar growers.13 Bloun.t 

also wrote: 

The repeal of the duty on sugar in the McKi nley 
aet was regarded a severe blow to their interests• 
and the great idea of statesmanship had been to do 
s01oothing in the shape of treaties witb the United 
States , reducing their duties on agricultural 
products of the Hawai ian Islands, out or which profit 

12 .lli.g,., p. 980. 

13 Ibid., p. 599. 



migit be derived. Annexation has for its charm the 
complete abolition of all duties on their exports 
to the United States . 

The annexationists expect the United States to 
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govern the islands by so abridging the right of 14 
suffrage as to place them in control of the whites. 

The Hawaiian Patriotic League presented a statement to 

Mr. Blount during his investigation, which portrayed the 

character of the sugar interests in the Islands. In this 

statement it was said that sugar had prOYed to be something 

of a curse to Hawaii . It had been the cause ot impoverishing 

the masses of the natives while making a tew foreigners 

immens~ly wealthy .15 

Mr. L. A. 1rhurston, in a statement to Secretary 

Gresham , stated that any attempt to restore the monarchy-

a step being considered by President Cleveland-- would 

result 1n 1 ts being overthrown again by the same law

abiding, intelligent, property-owning part or the community 

as before. He said that a return to the old :monarehy would 

bring the same misrule as had existed during the rule ot 

the late Q,ueen. Such conditions as that, he said, would 

be ruinous to the material interests in the Islands and 

to all trade and commerce, most ot which was owned and 

carried on by Ame r1 can cl tizens and eapi tal •16 

14 lb.id., p. 599. 

15 ill.g_., p. 916. 

16 Ibid., P• 441. 



The report of Mr. Blount for June, 1893, showed that 

there was , at that time, forty Hawaiian sugar plantation 

corporations operating, with a total capital stock of 

$ 28,274,000. Of these forty corporations, four were San 

Franeisco eone•rns, possessing a total capital stock ot 

$13,800,000, or nearly half ot the total. In these f'orty 

corporations doing bus! ness, Ameri ean citizens held 

shares totaling $18,594,695. The British held shares 

totaling only $4,303,218, and the Germans possessed only 

$1,233,935 worth of shares .17 

In another report made at the same time, eovering 

Hawaii an corporations other than sugar plantations, it was 

shown that there were torty-three such corpora. ti ons with 

a total capital stock ot $6,150,705. Of this capital 

stook, shares amounting to $2,690t994 were held by 

American citizens; shares totaling $1.289,520 were held 

by German subjects •18 

In each of the above mentioned reports 1 t is shown 

that naturalized Hawaiians and Hawaiians ot American 

parentage also held numy shares. Fran the figures 

presented, it is plain that American citizens had a great 

interest in the business ot the Hawaiian Islands. When it 

is eonsidered that these investors would be able to make 

l? Ibid., pp. 1082-1084. 

18 Ibid., pp. 1110-1112. 
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profits many times greater than the Islands annexed to the 

United States, it is not unreasonable to assume that they 

would use their influence to bring about this annexation. 

Certainly the reasons given by some, that. the 

revolution of 1893 was caused by the opposition of the 

better classes to the passage of the opium and lottery 

bills, is not very satisfactory, 1n view of the tact that 

the very men who were leaders in the revolt also voted for 

the l>ills.19 
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It was also plainly disclosed by Blount's investigation 

that the people of Hawaii as a whole were not. enthusiastically 

demanding annexation to the United States . In fact there 

was more evidence brought out to the effect that the people 

of Hawaii were , for the most part, opposed to being 

annexed by the United States.-

Before Mr. Cleveland took his oath or otfiee as 

President of the United States, a petition :trom the 

Patriotic League was sent to him i n vllicb the natives, while 

evin cing their desire to promote elose political and 
/ 

commercial relations with the United St.ates, expressed their 

belief that the time had not arrived tor them to be deprived 

of their nationality by annexation to a~e1gn power . This 

petition was signed by delegates from five ot the Islands 

-lS Ibid., p. 496. 



and by the Presid.ent ot the Patriotic League. !O 

The following is a petition sent to Mr . Blount by the 

Executive Committee of the om.en's Hawaiian Patriotic 

League, showing the attitude or native Hawaiian women 

toward the question of annexation to the United States, 

and setting forth to some extent the reasons underlying 

the move.DJ.:3nt tor annexation. 

(1 .. 
We , the v.omen · ·of the Hawaiian Islands, tor our 

families and the happiness of our homes, desire peace 
and p-0litical quiet ., and we pray that n's greed tor 
power and spoils shall not be allowed · to disturb the 
otherwise happy life of t .hese islands, and that the 
revolutionary agitations and disturbances inaugurated 
here since 1987, by a tew foreigners, ma.y be f'crever 
suppr,essed. 

To that eff eet we b-el ieve tba t , 1n 11gb t o t 
reoent events, the peace, welfare, and honor of both 
America and Hawaii will be better served, for the 
present, if the Government or the great .American 
Republic does not countenance the illegal c-onduct and 
interference ot its representatives here and the rash 
wish of a minority of foreigners tor annexation.2 

Mr. W. H. Cornwell, former minister of finance, stated 

in relation to the desire of Hawaiians for annexation that 

the Hawaiians did not wish to lose their independence 

and that many of the foreign residents were also opposed 

to annexation. 22 This, of course, could be imagined, 

since many of the foreign residents had no special business 

interests to be benefited by such an event. 

20 I bid., 1'· 504. 

21 Ibid., pp. 491-492. 

22 I~id 49 4 ~·t P• · w. 
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After Mr. Blount had been in the Islands for a little 

more than a month, he sent a communication to Secretary 

of State Gresham discussing the attitude of the Hawaiians 

toward the subject of annexation. 

Up to the period of the hauling down of the 
United States tlag trQill the Government building there 
had been inaction on the part o.f those opposed ts 
annexation. Sinoe then, inspired by that fact, the 
natives have seemed te act with freedom in expressing 
their news on the subject of annexation and of the 
revolution dethroning Liliuokalani. Annexationists 
and antiannexationists have been aeti ve in procuring 
subscribers to declarations in favor of and against 
annexation. 

At this time the indications are unmistakable that 
a large majority of the people of the Islands are 
utterly opposed to annexation. I do not look for any 
change from this st tuation through :ruture 1nfoI!ll8.ti on. 
I shall be · careful, however, to keep myself tree to 
entertain any and all tacts in relation thereto, that 
I may report with aeeuracy to you. 

There is a strong disposition on the part of the 
annexation element to suppress expressions alalnst 
annexation by social and business hostility •. 3 

A few weeks later, Mr. Blount reported that more than 

eight thousand. names bad been signed to petitions by the 

Women's Hawaiian Patriotic League asking for Queen 

Liliuokalani to be restored. Memorials had also been 

signed against annexation by seven thousand. five hund.red 

native voters. He reported also that the Annexation Club 

had a tew more than five thousand names on their books, 

of persons desiring annexation. 'I'hese names were, tor the 
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most part, those of American citizens. Many of these 

people had not registered as voters. Some natives had 

signed the books of the Annexation Club ., but Mr. Blount 

pointed out that most ot them who had done so, were 

inf'l uenoed by fear ot losing their means of earning a live

lihood. 24 

In an interview with Mr. H. Center, manager of the 

Hawaiian Commercial and Sugar Company, Mr. Center stated 

that if the question of annexation was voted on by secret 

ballot tbat there would be an overwhelming majority 

against annexation. No natl ve would vote :for it unless 

influenced to do so. As to his own desire in regard te 

annexation, Center .said that it would be very beneficial 

to his business of producing sugar.25 

In Mr. Blount' s t1nal report on the qu.esti on of the 

people of the Islands wanting to be annexed to the United 

States• he said: 

The testimony ot leading annexationists is that 
it the question of annexation was submitted to a 
popular vote, excluding '31~1 persons who aould not 
read and Wl'1 te exoept foreigners (under the Australian
ballot system. which ls the law of the land), that 
annexation would be defeated. 

From a oaref'ul inquiry I am satisfied that it 
would be defeated by a vote of at least two to one. 
It the votes of persons claiming allegie.nee to foreign 
countries 1·ere excluded, it would be defeated by more 
than f1 ve to one. 

24 ills•, pp. 532-533. 

25 Ibid., pp. 740-741. 



The undaibted sentiment of the people is for the 
Q.ueen , against the Provisional Government, and against 
annexation. A majority of the whit e s, especially 
Americans, are for anne:x:ati on.26 

The groups favoring annexation worked continually in 

an effort to turn the opinion of the people or Hawaii to 

their side. The Anne:x:ati on Club established the Hawaiian 

Star, a newspaper to sponsor annexation, and made Walter 

G. Smith, an ardent annexation1st, editor. -?he Pacific 

Commercial Advertiser was another paper published in the 

interests of annexation. The American League was also 

established to help spread annexation propaganda. 

Despite these efforts an the part of the Americans to 

gain their and immediately following the revolution, they 

were forced to continue their struggle for several years. 

Mr. Blount returned to Washington shortly after sending 

his final report to the Seeretary of State on July 17, 

1893. The report which he sent caused President Cleveland 

to resolve that t he Q.ueen should be restored to her throne. 

Acting to carry out this resolution, Cleveland 

appointed. Albert s. Willis to go to Honolul.u as Minister. 

Mr. Willis was instructed to inform Liliuokalani or the 

President's decision. and secure from her e. promise to 

grant full pardon and amnesty to those involved in the 

revolution. Following the receipt of suoh a promise from 

the ex-Q.ueen., Willis was then to demand the President and 

26 Ibid., p. 599. 
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ministers of the Provisional Government to surrender the 

Hawaiian Government to her.27 

'10 

Mr. Willis r eached Honolulu early in November, 1893, 

and proceeded to carry out the instructions which had 

been given to him. He informed t h e ex-Q.ueen that 

President Cleveland would like to see her restored to 

her for.mer position as Queen, but his first ettorts to get 

her to agree t hat t hose persons engaged 1n the revolution 

should be granted pardon met with failure, Liliuokalani 

said that she would have them beheaded. Through his 

persuasion in later interviews, she agreed to modify this 

punishment by ban ishing the guilty persons and by 

confiscating their property. 28 At length• after numerous 

di soussi ous with the Amer loan Minister, who assured her 

that only complete amnesty would bring action of the 

President i n her behalt • the ex-Queen sent a letter to 

Mr. Willis as follows: 

ashington Place, 
Honolulu, December 18, 1893 

His Excellency Albert Willis, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentia.ry, 
U .. S. A.: 

Sir: Since I had the interview w1 th you this 
morning I have given the most earef'ul and eonso1entious 
thought as to my duty, and I now of my own :free will 
give my conclusions: 

27 Alexander, SU?.•~., p. 318. 
28 Carpenter, .21?.• cit., pp. 214-215. 



I must not feel vengeful to any of my people. 
If I am restored by the United St ates I mus t forget 
myself and remember only my dear people and 11JY 
country. I must forgive and forget the past, pe.rmi t 
no proscription or punishment of any one, but trust
ing that all wi11 hereafter work together in peace 
and triendship for the good and for the glory of our 
beautiful and once happy land. 

Asking you to bear t .o the President and to 
the Government he represents a message ot g-ratitude 
trom me and :trom my people , and premlsin g, with God' s 
graoe, to prove worthy of the confidence and friend
ship of your people, 

I em, ete., 

Liliuokalan129 

With the letter to Mr. Willis, the e:x ... Queen included 

an a.greene nt by which she faith fully promised , upon being 

restored to the throne, to issue a proclamation granting 

full pardon and amnesty to all who had participated in 

the January 17th revolution. 

Having received this promise from Liliuokalani, 

Minister Willis made ready to demand tbe restoration to be 

made . On the sane day that Liliuokalani's promise was 

received, President Dole sent a note to Mr. Willis , asking 

if he was acting in any way hostile to the Provisional 

Government. Minister Willis did not answer this note 

i mmediately, but asked . an audience of President Dole on 

the ne xt day that he might inform Dole of President 

Cleveland's wishes 1n regard to restoration. Being granted 

29 For. Rel., 1894, App . II. p. 1269. 
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this privilege of a n audience, Mr. Willis went to the 

Exeouti v Building where he ma.de known the desires of 

Cleveland. In his declaration, he said: 

It becomes my further duty to advise you, sir, 
the executive of the Provisional Government and your 
ministers; of the President's determination of the 
question, whieh your action and that of the Q,ueen 
devolved upon him, and that you are expected to 
promptly relinquish to her her constitutional 
authority. 

And nar.r, Mr . President, and gent lE1D.en of the 
Provisional Government , w1 th a deep a nd solemn 
sense of the gravity of the si tu.ati on and with the 
eamest hope that your answer will be inspired by 
that high patriotism which forgets self-interest, 
1n the name and by the authority or the United 
States of America, I submit to you the question, 
"Are you wtlling to abide by the decision of the 
Presid.ent ?"$0 

In a communication dated December 23, 1893, Mr. Dole, 

as Minister of Foreign Attairs, answered the demand made 

by Mr. Willis: 

While we accept the deeision or the President 
of the United States, declining further to consider 
the annexation propositi ,on, as the final conclusion 
of the present administration, we do not feel in
clined to regard it as the last word of the American 
Government upon this subject ••••• 

Vie do not recognize the right of the President 
of the 'Onited States to interfere in our domestic 
affairs. 

If your con.tent ion that President Cleveland 
be1ieves that this Government and the ex-Queen have 
submitted their respective claims to the sovereignty 
of this country to the adjudication of the United 
States is eorr-eot, then, may I ask., when and where 

30 . Ibid. , p . 12'15. 



has the President held his court or arbitration? 
I am instructed to ini"onn you, Mr. Minister, 

that the Provisional Government of the Hawaiian 
Islands r e speo,tfully and unhesitatingly declines 
to entertain. the proposition of the President or 
the United States that it !iould surrender its 
authority to the ex-~ueen • 

.Atter this refusal by the Provisi one.l Government to 

surrender authority to Liliuokalani, an attempt was made 

by the United States naval forces stationed in Honolulu 

harbor to bluff President Dole and his ministers into 

acceding to Cleveland's demand tor restoration. Landing 

parties were formed on the decks at the Philadelphia and 

the Adams, two war vessels stationed 1n the harbor. When 

preparation was made on the part of the Provisional 

Government to oppose the lending, the troops aboard the 

ships were dispersed and no further threat to make the 

restoration by foree occurred.. 32 

Since President Cleveland bad made known his op1n1.on 

about the affairs in Hawaii, and had announced that he 

would not again submit the annexati e>n treaty to the 

Senate, all hope of immediate annexation was abandoned 

by the persons interested in the project .. At this time, 

however, the two political clubs, the Am.eri can League 

and the Union Party, that had been working separately to 

bring about anne:xati on , joined together in forming a new 

31 Ibid . , pp. 1216-1282 . 

32 Carpenter, ll• cit . , pp. 221-224 . 
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organization known as the American Union Pa.rty. The 

purpose of this organization, of course, was to work 

towards the aooompliahment ot a political union with the 

United States. It became plain that President Cleveland 

woul d have to retire tram ottice before the plan could be 

carried further. Meanwhile, a .DlOre permanent form ot 

government would have to be established to govern the 

Islands. 
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On .March 15, 1894, an act was passed in Hawaii which 

provided tor the election or a number ot delegates to 

attend a constitutional convention whe.re a eonstitut-ion 

would be drawn up for the new Rawa11an Government. Voters 

for the delegates were required to take an oath of 

allegiance to the Provisional. Government.33 

The eons ti tutional convent ion met in Honol.ulu, May 30 • 

1894, and an executive eouncil was chosen to work out the 

details of the proposed constitution • . On June 1, 1894, 

the council subni tted the original draft to the eonventie>n, 

where it was discussed and some revisions made. 

As finally dopted, the constit ution provided for the 

establishment of a republic. The exeeut1 ve power was to be 

vested in a President, and a cabinet composed of four members. 

33 !2.£. !!!,. , 1894, App. II, pp. 1311-1312. 



The legislat1 ve power was vested. in a legislature ot 

two houses, Senate and House ot Representatives, each 

composed ot fifteen aembers. The judicial power was 

vested in one supreme court and in as many inferior 

eourts as might be established by the legislature.34 

It had been the custom for many·-years to observe 

the Fourth ot July 1n Hawaii by some sort of celebration 

presided over by the American Minister. · Mr . Blount 

adhered to the custom and presided While he was in the 

Islands, and Mr. Will.is presided in 1894. Much .American 

sentiment was reflected in the observance ot the holiday 

on each occasion. July 4, 1894, was no exception to 

this, and in addition,. was a d.ay for celebration 

because of reasons more strictly Hawaiian in nature. 35 

At eight o'clock on the morning of July 4, 1894, 
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the Republic of Hawaii was proclaimed from the steps or 
the Executive Building by President Dole, who had beten 

eleet·ed to the position or President or the new republic. 

The following proolamation was read: 

I, Sanford B. Dole, President of the Provisional 
Government or the Hawaiian Islands, by virtue of the 
charge te me given by the executiTe and advisory 
eouncils ot the Provisional Government, and l)y act 
dated July 3, 1894, proclaim the Republic of Hawaii 
as the sovereign authority over and throughout the 

54 lli.g_. , pp. 1350·13171. 

35 !!?!!•, p. 1345. 



Hawaiian Islands from this time forth. And I declare 
the constitution rram.ed by the constitutional 
convention of 1894 to be the constitution and the 
supreme law of the Republic of Hawaii ., and by Virtue 
ot thi,s oonsti tut1on ! now assume the office and 
authority of Pre.sident thereat" 

"God save the Republic." ~e 

The next day as part of a communication from Mr. 

Willis to Mr. Hatch, Minister ot Foreign Affairs, Mr. 

Willis stated: 

I hereby, as tar as I have the right so to do, 
extend to the Republic of Hawaii the recognition 
accorded its predecessor. the Prov1 sional Gove·rnment 
of the Hawaiian Islands. I do tbi s in the belief 
that I represent the hesident of the United States, 
to whom~ as tbe Executive Chief of the Government, 
my action in the premises will be promptly submitted 
tor his necessary approva1 • .3'1 

76 

President Dole appointed as his eahinet for the govern

ment or the Republic: James A. King, minister of the 

interior; Samuel M. Damon, minister ot finance; William o. 
Sm1 th, attorner-general; and Francis M. Hatch, minister 

of foreign af'tairs. AJ.l of these men had be-en connected 

with the Provisional Government as otfice-holders. 

In the same summer that the Hawaiian Republic was 

proclaimed, a committee of royalists went to Washington in 

t he hopes of securing some support in a projected uprising 

against the new Hawaiian Government. Upon learning that 

36 Ibid., pp. 1372-1373. 

37 Ibid., p. 1374. 



the United States Government w,uld not lend any assistance 

to such an undertaking, the committee went be.ck to Ba.wail. 

On the way, the committee purchased a quantity or arms and 

ammun1 ti on on the Pacifio Coast and shipped this from San 

Francisco to the Islands.38 

'l? 

The following J'anuar.r, a revolt was inaugurated 

against the Republic of Hawaii. It was promptly suppressed 

by the forces or the Re public. On January 15, 1895,. after 

a 11 ttle over a week ot revolt in the Islands, Liliuokalani 

was arrested a.nd made a prisoner ot the Republic. On 

Janua:cy- 25, 1895, the ex-(tueen renounced her el aim to the 

throne of the late monarchy, and took the oath ot 

allegiance to the new Republic. 39 After n1:aa mon1;hs of 

imprisonment, Liliuokalani was granted a pardon by the 

Hawaiian Republic for the part which she had played in the 

revolt. 40 

Meantime, the question of Hawaiian annexation was 

beeom.lng a party question in the United States. The 

Republ ioan pres1d.entia.l convent ion, meeting in Chioago 1n 

the summer of 1896, made a resolution favoring Hawaiian 

annexation one of the planks in its plattorm.41 In the 

38 Carpenter, .Q.ll.• m_., p. 251. 

39 Foreign Relations of the United States, 1895, Part II, 
{Washington, 189e.r;-pp;-a1a-a22. 

46 Foreie;n Relati ona 2.t the United States, 1896, 
(Washington, 189'1), p. 388. 

41 Carpenter, ll• ill_., pp. 241-242. 



elections of that year, the Republican candidate, William. 

McKinley , was ele oted President. He was known to be 

favorable to annexation, and this faet caused the hopes 

of the e.nne:x:ati onists to rise to new heights. 

Ex ... Q,ueen Liliuokalani oam.e to the United States in 

the interest ot preventing annexation. Atter visiting in 

Boston tor a time, she took up her residence in Washington. 

She gave numerous social ree-eptions during the winter, 

endeavoring to win support tor her opposition. When 

Congress convene d , following lhe inauguration of President 

McKinley, Liliuokalani employed a number of lobbyists to 

work 1n her behalt. It is also said that the great sugar

refining interests ot our own country made similar efforts 

to prevent annexation trom beooming a reality.42 

While these groups were working to prevent the 

annexation or Hawa11 , there were others working equally 

as hard to bring 1 t about. The f'ollowl ng is taken trom a 

speech made i n the Senate by Senator Perkins trem 

California: 

It was stated by my friend from Il.linois (Mr~ 
Palmer) yesterday that we imported into the United 
States t12,ooo;OOO v.orth or imports and exported 
only about 4,000,000 1n value during the year 1893. 

It is .American industry, it is .American 
enterprise, that went down to those islands of the 
Pacific, that helped develop their. resouree.s ant 
made their soil, which was barren, f'ruittul, by 
bringing streams from the mountains and irrigating 

42 Ibid.· , pp. 242-243; 
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the soil on the slopes of those mountains, which has 
become so rich that it is producing to-day 5, 6, and 
as high as , tons of sugar to the acre. S·eventy-seven 
per cent or the property in the islands belong to 
Amer! oan citizens. • • • and that $12,000,000 whicm bas 
been brought into this country is not sent back to the 
islands, but 50, 60, or 70 per eent ot it is kept here 
among our people. It is paid out tor machinery, paid 
out to the tarm.er .tor 11 ve stock, which he sends to 
the islands to do the work, tor there they can not 
raise mules and horses and cattle to advantage in 
sutt1eient numbers to supply their wants. Every week 
one, two er a halt dozen vossels leave San Francisco, 
laden with the product ot tll.e tal'Dl, w1 th live stock, 
with cereals, tor the people in those islands. We. 
build their vessel.a for them. Ninety.-eight per cent 
of the vessels in the Sandwioh Islands have been built 
1n the United States. Six or eight have been built in 
the Atlantic States,. and the others have been built in 
California, in Oregon, and in Washington . 
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We are allied to the people ot those islands by 
the strongest eommereia.l ti es. The tr interest is our 
interest, and· our interest is their interest. So tar 
as making that soil produetive, we have built thousands 
of miles or large iron and steel pipes to convey water 
over deep chasms, over gre-at gulches, and over barren 
lava beds to irrigate and make :t'ruittul a soil that 
never produced before. Our commercial interest is 
therefore with them, f'or the money which they earn 
comes to and is expended in this country. The money 
that we receive from the Hawaiian Islands is kept in 
this country. I could cite to you hundreds and 
thousands or instances· where such money has built up 
towns 1n oor own country .43 

Another illustration of the interest being evidenced in 

desire tor annexation is seen in the following excerpt from 

a speech made in the Senate by Senator Kyle ot South Dakota: 

There is ever-y reason why these islands should be 
ours. We ga.ve them ei v111zation; our nation colonized 
them, and gave them their Government. American weal th 
and enterprise are to-day the backbone or the islands, 
and nearly nine-tenths of the invested capital is 

43 Oongressional Record , XXVII, Part 3, Fifty-third Congress, 
third session, (Washington, 1895), 1946. 



.Ame r1 oan ••• 
Next to Great Britain the islands get more of the 

Pacific Coast trade than any other nation; the islands 
are midway on the ocean route from our coast to 
Australia ; are valuable as a ooaling station, and are 
the key to military oontrol of the Pacific; they are 
of more benefit commercielly to the United States in 
one year than Alaska will be in a lifetime; they give 
us more than we reeei ve; they a.re and have been 
praetioally under the proteet1on ot the United States 
for a halt eentury.44 

About the same time Congress was informed. that the New 

Hampshire Senate and House of Representatives bad passed 

concurrent resolutions tavoring the annexation of Hawaii , 

one of the reasons being stated as: annexation is desirable 

because of t he large number of Amer! oans in the Islands and 

the close commercial rala tions existing bet\\"een the Islands 

and the United States.45 

Meanwhile the commeroe of the Islands continued to be 

practically monopolized by the United States. 

Among the countries participating 1n the tore1gn 
commerce or Hawaii, the United States is by far the 
most favored, enjo71ng fully 90 per cent of the entire 
trade of the Islands. In the tive-year period 1887-
1891, the exact portion of the total trade credited 
to the United States was 91.20 per cent. According 
to the returns tor the aueeeed1ng five years, 1892-1896, 
our share for that period was 91.92 per cent.46 

To these figures we may add that the total exports to 

44: !!ll!•, pp. 193'1-1938. 

45 !J?!.g_., p. 2319. 

46 AmeTiean Republics Bureau, Bulletin No . 85, (Washington, 
1698} , p. 118. 
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the Unit e d States com.prised 98.42 per cent of the total 

Hawaiian exports in 1894 and 99.04 per cent in 1895. In 

these same years imports from the United States into the 

Islands composed 76.23 per cent and f9 1 04 per cent of the 

total imports, resp~ctively. 4V 

The total value of Hawaiian exports for the quarter 

ending March 31, 1895, was $3,155,968.7?. Ot' this amount 

sugar accounted for $3,034,129 .00. The total quantity 

48 of sugar exported this period was 109 ,,501,961 pound.s. 

Excluding transien.ts, pra.c·tieally every person in the 

Islands prospered or tailed to pros-per according to the 

prof! ts of the pl.ant.at! ons. Secur1 ty of market tor their 

products would come with annexation.49 
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President MeKinley•s inauguration in March, 189V, was 

the signal for t he renewing ot negotiations for a treaty 

of annexation. While the negotiations were 1n progress, 

much was being said in Congress on the subject, and . 

petitions favoring Oongressional support of an annexation 

treaty were being received by the me:nbers of Congress• 

individually and collectively. The foilowin g is a 

petition from the Chamb er of Commerce of Seattle• 

Washington, urging the annexation of Hawaii for business 

4'1 I . . bid., p. ae. 
48 Consular Reports, 1895, XI.VIII, (Washington, 1895) , 623. 

49 Consular Renorts, June, 1899, LX, No . 225, (Washington, 
1900}, 291. 
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reasons: 

To the Honorable the Senate and House or Representatives 
1n Congress Assembled: 

The Chamber of Oommerce of the ei ty of Seattle 
presents this petition for the annexation to the 
United States of the Islands of' Ha.we.i i. The 
relations of our Republic with that country have 
always been of the most 1ntimat.e and i nteresting 
oharaoter., and the fe.elings ot the two peoples have 
been more near and more triendly than have been those 
of any other peoples w1 th our own. In consequence or 
this good feeling and of these near relations, and 
ot <3ur ·mutual , reciprocal wants , the commercial inter
course between the peoples of these two countries has 
increased year by year until it has become enormous 
in propoJ;"tions ?- exceeding in value anything of the 
kind to be :round in any other part of the world, 
amounting to 150 per annum. for every inhabitant of 
the islands. Were our trade with Canada in like pro
portion it would exceed $750 ,000,000 per annum instead 
of about so,.000,000, as at present .• 

Did we trade with Mexieo , our next-door neighbor, 
in like ratio, our pure:has.es from and our sales to 
our friends Gn the south would amount to 11,800,000,000 
in a single year, instead of one-sixtieth or that 
1'igure, or $~0 ,.000, 000, a.s they actually are in value, 
and would equal the entire foreign commerce of the 
United States. Were we so 1nt1mat·ely connected with 
Great Britai.n and Ireland, our relations vd.th the 
shrewd, clever traders of that Kingdom would amount in 
dollars to nearly six thousand millions per annum, a 
figure 1 .,000 per cent above the real money value of the 
trade in question. Did the United States deal with all 
foreign people upon the same ba.sis as the Hawaiians do 
with us, our exports and imports would exceed the 
enormous figure or ten thousand million dollars and. 
would be six times greater than they are at present. 

But not only is the American Hawaiian trade so 
great per capita,. but 1 t is great also 1n volume, 
amounting to $15 ,000,.000 per annum, and its 
destruction would be a serious and severe blow to even 
so numerous and strong a people as those of the United 
States . And not only that, but the great bulk of the 
trade of these f'riemly Hawaiians is given to the 
United States , upward ot go per cent of the whole. 



Further, this trade is and al ways has been chiefly in 
the hands of American oitizens, who in the islands 
have vast interests, and who either there or at home 
control the shipping and all other elenents that go 
to constitute this enormous, unequaled, end lucrative 
trade. 

83 

There they bave been nearer home and nearer to the 
old flag than they could have been in any other spot 
outside at our own national limits. They have taken 
with them their schools, their churches, their 
fraternal soo1eties, and tJley bave long contemplated 
the day when the national emblem will wave over them 
undisputed and alone. 

The people ot Washington are vastly interested in 
this island group. On the 3d of May , 189'7, a single 
ship, bound for Honolulu , took out of the port of' 
Seattle 4,000 tons ot American ooal, lumber, lime, 
flour, and other nat1 ve products. She will return in 
a few weeks with fruit and other produce ot the islands. 
Hundreds of millions of feet of Puget Sound lumber 
have in the past gone into that friendly eountry, and 
the trade of our people is now larger than ever before. 
The first legislature that me t in this Territory of 
Wash 1ngton--that of 1854--asked the Federal Government 
to take steps nec,essary to secure the annexation of 
these islands to the United States. The importance 
of the matter was recognized then and has been since 
by sueeeeding legislatures and lesser bodies of a 
oom.meroial and public character. We can not do better 
than reiterate their statements and request, wb. ieh we 
now do ronnally,, earnestly, and hopefully. The 
acquisition of this group of islands, so considerable 
in extent, so r1 cil in resources, so vast in trade, so 
promising for the future, so situated opposite our 
coast, would be, it is believed, a tower of strength 
to the United States , which our Government should not 
longer delay in establishing for the protection and 
benefit of our own country and people. 

· By Edward O. Graves, President 
Attest: 

Ernest Shrig, Secretary. 
Adopted May 12, l8i7.50 

The annexation treaty was concluded and signed June 16, 

1897. While it was being considered in the ,. Senate, the 
; 

5° Congressional Record, XXX, Part 2,. .F1fty-t1fth Congress, 
first session, (Washington , 1697), 1218-1219. 



Chamber of Commerce of San Francisco ., California. 

California wrote to Hon. G~orge C. Perkins. representing 

t he state of Cal11"ornia 1n the senat.e . In this letter of 

June 29, 1899, they asked him to present an encloeed 

pet1 tion for annexation to Congrea.s and ~o work to see 

that the a1U1exation. treaty was adopted. It was peinted 
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out in the letter that the Paeit"io Coast interests demanded 

that annexation should speedily take plaee as a commercial 

neeess1ty.5l. 

The petition whieh t.b.e San Franc1aeG Chamber of 

Commerce sent to Congra-ss po1nled out the eoono.mio Talue 

t .o California ct Hawaiian annexation 1n words as tollows: 

From the day that ann•xat1,on is proclaimed, San 
Francise.o and Cal1tornia will teel th• impulse ot the 
inc·reased commerce, which even now goes abroad trom 
:Hawaii:. Her eomme.roial mar1n.e, of oonaiderable volume 
and mostly of American build , will come under our 
tlag. and her Amer.1ean population will rapidly 
increase . Our countrymen will have an.other t'ield for 
their enterprise and energy. Her agriculture will 
become diversified. instead of b•1ng re.atrieted "o 
the growth or sugar can•, and labor will greatly 
ino.rea.se in value . Our beet-sugar inte.rests should 
have no o-r• tear of Hewe.ii under our tlag than ct 
Louisiana .. 

It would be a serious blQw t-0 the :proaper1t,y or 
California t-o lose 1ts !le.wa11an trade,. Th• vessels 
employed are largely the produets ot our ship-yards, 
manned mostly by our eit.iz.e.ns, diabursed at our 
seaports , and laden hence w1t.h products ot our f"arma 
and factories. Hawaii is in tact the best market 
that CaJ.ifornla has ror its farm products and l0e.al 
manufactures . 

51 Ibid.• pp . 212t-212·7. 
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We shall establish a naval station and coal 
depots there, and theJ islands will become the connecting 
link between our nortnwest coast and the growing 
commerce or Oeeanica and eastern Asia. 

It we intend to push our commerce and manufactures 
in eompet1 tion with the w-orld, we need the Hawaiian 
Islands. Every consideration of patriotism and 
commercial interest should induce us to support our 
Government in the policy 1 t bas adopted. 

We deem the reasons we have presented eonelus i ve, 
and we respec-tfully request their support :f'rom. the 
commercial organizations and our fellow-ei tizens or 
the Pacific Coast. 52 

J • .M. Soho:t'ield, retired army engineer, 1n a corres

pondence with Senator. Morgan of Florida, said that 

Ame rl cans had rescued Hawaii from a state of barbarism, 

developed 1 t into a prosperous country, taken over the 

government and wanted to add this country to their own 

native lend. 53 At the same time, 1 t was plain that the 

native Hawaiians bad not changed their attitude toward 

annexation. 

·ne Hawaiians are nearly a unit in insisting that 
their national life shall not be blotted out. They 
have sent a remonstrance to Washington aigaed by 
neal'"l.y all their people, and he.Te also sent a 
delegation ot their own people to make known their 
views.54 

The Chinese, Japanese, and Portuguese also opposed 

52 Congressional Record. XXX, part 3, Fif'ty-fifth C.ongress, 
first session, (Washington, 1897), 22'13. 

53 Senate Document No. ~. Fif'ty-t1tth Congress, second 
session, II!, (Washington, 1998), 2. 

54 Senete DocUI11ent No. !§., Fifty-ti Congress, second 
session, IV, · (Washington, 1898) , 11. 



annexation, as did many of the .Americans.55 

There was mum. opposition to the proposed treaty in 

the Senate, in tact, so much that Senator Davis, Chairman 

of the Committee ot Foreign Affairs, v«)uJ.d not report it 

to t he Senate because it would have lacked two or three 

votes or securing the neoessary two-thirds majority. 56 

Af'ter a prolonged discussion, it was decided that a 

joint resolution should be introduced in the Senate and 

the House of Representatives to provide tor the 

annexation. '!'he joint resolution oould accomplish the 

same results as the treaty and would require only a simple 

majority vote to carry. According to this plan the 

Newlands Resolution was introduced, being nearly identical 
57 

to the proposed treaty. 

In the meantime, the Spanish-American War had broken 

out, and the battle or Manilla Bay had been won. This 

made the Hawaiian Islands or more importance to the United. 

States than ever before, for naval reasons. The Hawaiian 

Government did not proclaim neutrality as would ordinarily 

be the case when two other na. ti ons engaged in war. The 

port at Honolulu was opened to .American naTal vessels and 

55 I bid., p. 11 

5& Carpenter,~· cit., p. 244. 

57 Ibid., p. 244. 
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American troops were welcomed to Hawaiian shores. 58 

Such friendly action on the part of the Hawaiian 

Government ma.de a marked impression on the people of the 

United States . The resolution in Congress providing tor 

annexation was speedily passed after a briet period of 

debates. In the House of Representatives the vote was 

209 to 91, and in the Senate it passed by a vote of 42 

to 21. 59 

On July 7, 1896, President McKinley signed the 

resolution. Admiral Miller , or the United States Navy , 

was charged with the duty of ca.rry1ng the message to the 

President of the Hawaiian Renublic . At noon, August 12, 

189-S, the ceremony ot transferring the sovereignty of the 

Islands to the United States took place. Following the 

readi ng of- the joint resolution, President Dole yielded 

the sovereignty and public property of the Hawaiian 

Islands. Minister Sewell aece:pted, and Admiral Miller 

directed the ehange of tlags. 

The flag which had been lowered trom the same flag· 

pole five years before, by order or Commissioner Blount, 

had been earetully preserved during this time by Lueien 

Youns, a naval of:f'icer aboard the Boston. This same flag 

was now to be raised again.60 

58 !..Jl1s., p. 844 .. 

59 Alexander, .212.• cit., p. 322. 

60 Young, ll • oi t. , pp • 302-303. 
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The Hawaiian flag was lowered while their national. 

anthem was played. The .American flag was then raised 

while the American band played the "Star Spangled Banner." 

The Hawa11at'1 Islands were a part of the United 

States. The long struggle of the persons interested in 

annexation was ended. While it cannot be said that the 

Amert can business interests were solely responsible tor 

this acoo:m.pliahment, nevertheless, they played a very 

i mportant part 1n bringing it about. The events leading 

to annexation were a cont 1nuous process, and as President 

McKinley said in one of his messages to Congress, "Under 

such oircwnstances, annexation is not a change; it is a 

consummation."'l 

61 American Republics Bureau, Bulletin No . 85, (Washington, 
1898), p. 5V. 
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