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INTRODUCT'l ON 

The term "type ot tarm1ng• will be waed 1n thia study •to indicate 

a d•finite ayatem ot agricultural operation. More apecitica.lly. it means 

the kind• amount. and proportion 0£ crops and li'V&stock found on an indi-

re.fer to a region in which exists a i"airly high degree of unU'onni ty in 

the types of farming pnnailing u well aa in the soil and climltic con• 
1/ . 

ditiou." -

The question is o.tten aaked • 9 ls it poaaible tor ind.1 vi.dual fa.rmera 

to determine the type of fanning that will be carr1ecl on 1n an area?" A 

tann management research worker answeored this queation in broad outline 

when he made the atatement1-

"Geog..,phical variability in typn ot ·tarm.ing ia in. general the re
sult o.f ~gional tltneu for agricultural production of a iartlou
lar kind,. 

•This regional fitness is det.nni:ned by the joint operation of three " 
groupe or oluses of tore.ea that afteot, economy 0£ produo-tion. The 
£int of tbe•e• the phya-i.~l. includes soil, eluate., distribution 
of raint&U• and others o-t. abdlar obarac-t.erJ the second. the b1o• 
logical> in.oludaa inaeot. pnta and the likeJ while the third has to 
do with such thi~ aa tn.naportaUon- prtoe relat:ionahipe# dis• 
tanoe to ma.rkat, obaracter of th& people .. 8J:!d other nan"'1'11!11de oondi• 
tioil.$. F&l':llliJ91'1l who miaWldentand, 1gJJOMa or attempt to operate 
eounter to the action of' these :t'orees u•uall.y find farming unprotit• 
able." !/ 
the tendency., then. is tor farmers to eontorm largely to the action 

of these f'orcew with the result that areas are oharaoterlzed by a. defi• 

ntte type of farming. Most illd1'Vidual .f&nu conf:orm. as a. rule. to that 

type with minor fl.rlations. 

1/ J. o. Ellnorth and F. Fe Elliott. Types. ot Farmip.g in Oklaho•• Okla. 
Agri. E:zper .• sta. Bull • ., Stillwawt";ollifuima., io. 1a-1. P• i .. 

y Peter Nelson. G-Sph1cal variability in ~is ot Farmind in Okl.ahoa.. 
current Fann E-oo~c•• Okla. lgr!'.. Ezper. ~ •• sS::11wa l"a Oklihoma, 
Feb •• 1936., Vol. 9• No .. 1., p .. 5.. · 



2. 

The purpose of this study is to, trace the dewlopment ot typea of 

farming in a speeif'ic eeot1on of Okla.bona,. ' Area 9, as indicated by the 

change.a that ha'Ve occurred,- Type'l"Ot-tarming Area. 9 in Eaatern Oklahoma.# 

made up chiefly of Mointosh. Muskogee• am ·wagoner counties• 1s an area 

de-voted to produetion ot cotton., p0tatoe•• am. some dairy products for 

sale. and to self-sufficing tarm,. Subsequent analyeia will be devoted 

to (a) establishing in considerable detail the nature of present ta.rm 

organization in this area. (b) u:eertaining what causal forces ha.w op. 

erated to determine this ton ot organization,. am (c) tentatiwly de

ducing what will be the future efllution of tarm organization 1n this 

area. 

Pnya.ioal Factors 

:Topography !!!. Soila t The topography• soil and clblate • ot Area 

9 1• influenced by its loeation at the southern end ot a great belt of 

e'Ver-n&rr-<111'1:ng prairie land extending south from Kansas am on the bor

der of the &ark Mountains• The area 1a divided into high rough sto~ 

hills., pra.irie lama; and bottoa• and terrace• of the. Arkansas• Canadian,. 

and Deep Fork riwra. 

!he .prairies -range t'l"Olll nearly level to very rolling., and are brobn 

in places by tree.leas ridges am "ounled hills., 'l'he . prairies and hill.$ 

are bro..bn by the ri-vers. and ala<>• nall streams whose flow is intermit .. 

tent according to season. The alluvial lands along the strea:ms include 

both first bottom l.ar.lds., •ubject to ow-rtlow• and seee>m bottom lands 

which ha,,. been free trom overfio. tor BOJD!t time-. 

The ~ils in the relati 'Wly •mall geographical area , included in 

Area. 9. although tor the moat part ,from the aa.m paMnt uateria.l. in

clude many recognized types of soil which can be grouped into three 



3/ 
classes-prairie soils. mountain soils, and. bottom soils,.-

3. 

Cl1mat&t The mean annual preeipitatio~ for the Muskogee Station 

located in Area 9, ns .,1.35 inches during the years 1913 to 1930. The 

greater proportion. roughly 60 percent. of this rainfall occurred during 

the growing season .f'rom A,pril to September inclusive. (Table l). 

0 The mean annual temperature was 60.'9 Fahrenheit., the absolute maxi-

mum 110° .Fahrenheit , and the absolute minimum -11° Fahrenheit.- while the 

0 
average annual minimum tor the 18 years was 49.7 Fahrenheit, and the 

0 
average maximum 72.1 Fahrenheit. 

The source record~ s·h.ow A.pril 18 to be the latest lcilling apring 

fros~ date recorded, and. February 19 the earliest elate for the last kill• 

ing frost. The earliest killing frost was recorded October 10, and the 

latest, November 24. There were 265 trost•free days in the year with 

the greatest m.unber on record, and 179 days in the year- with the small-

est number. 

McIntosh County records show a. troat-free season of 216 days w1 th 

March 28 as the average date or the last killing frost, and October SO 

3/ "The first division includes the Gerald. O.swego. SI*8,rt1ah. and Bates 
- ser1es • the soils of whi.ch a.re residual 1n origin h-otm. the sanda-ton•· 

and ahale of the Wiulcnr formation; am the Leslie: ser1••• which is 
reatdual from shale and limestone of the Morrow to,mation. Roek out• 
crop occurs in the prairie section. 

11The seeond di vision includes the Hanceville and Dela lb series and 
rough stony larui. 

"The third di vision. the bottom-land soils• comprise the Ya.ho}(,. &lid 
Oswego aerlea • occupying the first bottom am the McClain. Reinooh. 
Brewer• Muskogee, Shawnee, and Teller ,ieries • occu?Ting on eecond 
bottom and high terraces.tt U. S. D. Ju, Field. Operation of Bureau 
of Soils. Fif'tesnth Report. P• 1891; 8lld u. s. o. A4it1 Soil Survey 
of McIntosh County , Oklahoma, Bur• of 'Chem• and Soila in o.oopere.• 
tion with Okla.• Agri• Exper. Sta., Stillwater. Okla.ho• , 1958, p .. 7. 



Table l • Temp~rature and Rainfall Data for the Muskogee 
StationJ Month and Annual Values.. 1913~1930 

: f~J>eraGe 1 
. a Pre~ip!tatt: · 

:Aver-aAver-~ :Abso-:Abso-: : Total amo\m:t , Total emomt 
Month :age iage rMean1lute ,lute ,Mean, 1'-0r drle•t t for wetteGt 

Jma;:d-:mini-: ,man-unini-t , year : year 

Dec. 
Jan •. 
Feb. 

Mar. 
A:pr . 
May 

June 
J'tlly 
Aug. 

:mum. unum •· :mum. unum , 
U:iegreea) 

30,6 50.2 40.0 
27 ~.6 48~0 38~4 
32~0 53.3 41.4 

78 • 4 
76 -11 
81 ... 11 

2.,45 
2.83 
1~75 

39.l 61 .8 51.5 93 
49.9 12 .. 1 60.? 92 
sa.1 1a.9 ss.3 96 

10 3.33 
23 4,90 
36 4.45 

66 •. 8 86.4 77 .o 106 
10.2 · 93.9 81.0 107 
69.7 94.2 81.6 110 

48 
53 
48 

4.23 
2.73 
3.10 

Sept.. 62.6 86•7 74.7 107 36 
Oct. 50.6 75.l 62~9 95 16 
Nov.. 39 .• 8 62.5 51,.4 85 15 

3.8$ 
4.14 
2.-95 

Annual 49 .7 72.1 60.9 110 -11 41.35 

3.0:2 
1.34 
1.33 

3..61 
2.37 
2.71 

.64 
1.-49 
5 .• 73 

4.84 
.75 
. 24 

27.97 

: 
(Inohea) · 

5 .• 87 
6.23 
l.68 

4.82 
6 •. 88 
a.11 

4.24 
.. 63 

2.23 

5.41 
9.,97 
4 •. 89 

Souroe: Baaed on u.s.D~A. Weather Bureau Summary of u.s •• 1930. 
Section 43. 

4. 



as the :first in the tall. Frost has been recorded as late as April 21, 

and as early as September 29 in McIntosh County. 

Thus meteorological data indicate, as was summarized in the Soil 

Survey Report~ that Area 9 is characterized by rather wide extremes of 
!I 

temperature and rainfall cond1tiona. 

!J Language of the report ooneerning this aspect ot McIntosh County 
agriculture was as :tollewa: 

"The climate is continental and characterized by wide, and often 
sudden• changes in temperature. Ordinarily the summer season is 
hot, and dry periods are frequent. The winters are USU8lly mild, 
and extremely cold weather 1s rare. A few snow :flurries occur 
during most winters but are ot short duration. The ~pring season 
is rather windy but pleasant, and the r-ain:fall is more abundant 
than at other seasons or the year. At least 60 percent ot the 
aTel'&ge annual rainfall •••••• talls during the growing season, 
tro. April to September 1nclushe. Dur111g this period heayy 
showers ot short duration preTail, but during the winter, long
continued light .rains are common. Occasionally prolonged droughts 
occur during the growing aeason." U. s. n. A. • Soil Survey of' Yo
Intosh County, Okla ome., Bur. ot Chem. and Soils in Ooopere.tion 
with Oklahoma Agri. Exper. Sta., Stillwater, Oklahoma, 1938, p. 7. 

5 .• 



6. 

!he purpoae of thia study is to trace the de,fflopnent of types of farm• 

ing in a 11peci-t!.e aectlon ot Okla~. Area 9• aa imicated by the clangea 

in farm organiu.tion. ti.t baw occurred. Variations en.at from county to 

oounty within this relat1wly mnall area •. Such fl.nations at minor nature 

will not be diacuaaed at length for in the ain the type of farming as it 

e:date today baa dewloped. through the same atepe,. in ~oh oounty. 
_/ 

The awrage aiSce of the 3~410 ta.._ tn lblntoah County l9S5 was 96•7 

acres per tana. While the range tor theae ta.ru .ranged from three to al>ove 

1000 acres. (!able. I). Harner. the gre&tea't concentration of numbers ia 

1n the group SO to 99 a.o.:naJ 80 aerea bei,ng the aize genaraU;y t'oum. 

There are alao about one•f'ourth ot the f'6rma in the 20 to 49 aorea aue 

group;. when the 40 aon fa.na 1• ••t frequently found. There are nany 

120 acre f'araa ud quite a D.tmlber of 160 farms an in the aice group 100 

to 174. 

Only 16.9 peroent ot ·1;1ie :ta.nu in lfolntoah County wen operated by 

owner• in 1935., s.7 percent """ operated by p.rt ownen,. and .1 pel"Q~ut 

by managen. 'Whil• ?8.3 pe:roent ot all the tanu ... re operated by t.emnta. 

( Table. 10). 

The explanation of noh a large proportion o~ the fa:r'IU being opera

ted by tenant• i• that mineral. eorporate. u4 Indian mmenhip., together 

with an o-wro!'Ollded fanl population baa bnbn tbe land into nall unit•• 

thus pn.ctically toroing the cropping ayatea am l&m uae to place the ea

phaaia on 1lDDlll41ate ouh returns rather 'bban ,on long time continved pnduc-
4&/ 

t1T1ty.-

· J Peter Welson. l,&m. ,..~ and A~cul:tural c-.enation, Currem. Farm 
Econom1o•• Okla. Igrl. Ex~r. s-.;,. Stillwater, Oklahoma, April 1938, 
Vol. 11, Bo. 1.- P• 27 



Tab le 2 • Total NU11ber or Farms, Average Size of Farms. 
end Size Distribution in McIntosh# Muskogee. and 

Wagoner Counties. Census ~ears, 1910• 
1935 

1 Numberi~ve~· t ctaes iD-tel"Var, 
afarma rabe I t 3 ... ' I Ji a I 

7. 

I t 

t I tUnder t 9 ,1.0 ... , 20-1 50-1l00-1175-1260-1600..:.1Above 

• t : 3 I , tl9 J 49 s 99 al74 1259 1499 1999 tlOOO 

Mclntoah Coun~ 

1910 2786 84.3 4 3:9 86 923 947 618 104 54 9 l 
1920 3449 88.l 2 38 . 69 1133 1212 763 135 77 14 6 
1925 3422 78.7 29 112 12111211 688 114 53 4 -1930 3517 90.1 21 ?O 167 899 126' 833 162 82 15 4 
1935 3410 96.7 47 87 887 1248 669 154 96 17 5 

Muskol!jee County 

1910 3192 100.s 2 60 163 930 1060 653 14-6 130 33 16 
1920 3531 98.5 4 38 1311036 1141 768 223 153 30 7 
1925 3968 78 •. 8 l 121 243 1264 1372 709 156 75 12 5 
1930 448"7 86.5 56 138 224 1253 1481 954 229 121 26 5 
1935 4480 as.a 8 205 279 1159 l.f:62 977 233 130 16 9 

Wa~oner Coun~ 

1910 2713 99.7 4 32 126 969 696 630 136 as 22 10 
1920 2463 114.8 1 34 76 730 649 604 178 141 30 11 
1925 2955 59.;9 - 109 180 9'00 901 618 1.29 72 17 9 
1930 3154 91.B 3 84 145 1011 941 692 l?O Sil 14 8 
1935 325"2 94.0 1 167 227 941 899 724 162 99 21 11 

Sourc~, United States Census, Vol. I, 1935a: Vol. II, Part II, 19301 14th 
Census 1920 J Vol. VII, 1910.. 



a. 

Thia hypothesis is partly verii'ied by data fz-om a swmary of the 
y 

Agricultural Adjustment Planning Project's Sul"V8y of 1935 and 1936. 

Since only a ••ll sample. 59 tal"JU• wa.s used the size groure do not cor• 

respond to those uaed by the Bureau of census. The awrage s .ize ot these 

farm was 155 •6 acres. This ia accounted tor by the fa.ct that the sample 

is ••11, and,. too, the def'initiol'lS of a farm were not the same. The Lam 

Planning Project counted anything a tam that was under the management of 

one nan, thus a farm opera~r with two share croppers was counted one far{D.. 

The Census Bureau would count such an organization three sepi.rate .ta.rms. 

And, too, it is quite Ubly that such a small sample would be a ccom?,Died 

by aeme bias resulting from selecting the better farms or better :farmers. 

Cotton was gn,wn on praotieally all farms but accounted for a steadi -, . 

ly dbdniahing percentage importance ef the crop land aa !'arms increased 

in siz.e. . ( Table 3). 

Oata a.re grown on tnnty of the 59 farms,. the acreage ranging from 

12.5 for the smaller farms to 47.:S for the la.rge,r farms •. Thus the propor,

tion o:f the total crop land in oata increases as the size of the farms in-

crease. 

Combination of sub-ma:rginal lands into larger units bas resulted in a 

less intensiw type of agriCJUlture especially on the rolling lands .. The 

yields of oata are fairly satisfactory on the poorer grades of land. 

There.fore, livestock feed er,0pe are the combinations used g~nerally. Thus 

the proportionate acreage of oats increases as the f&l"JIIS increase in size. 

5/ Thia study was made-under the supervisien of Harold Miles , Extension 
- Economist in Farm Management. Extension Division, Stillwater. Since 

this inf'ol"Jl&tion has not been pu.blished the data were taken from the 
original sheets 1n Jar. Miles ' office, with hia permission. 



Table 3. 

Land Use and Numbers of Livestook in 1936 for 59 'Mc~tolilCounty 
Farms According to Size 

, Total 59 farm.a , O - 99 aorea 1 100 - 11-& · aoi,ea · • 116 ac,rea and. arer 
,Number 1ATeragea 1Number slveraget tNumber ,Average, sNumbet sAveragea 
sfarma ,per sPer•af'arma aper ,Per-sfarm.a aper 1Per-1farm1 aper aPer• 
areport-1 farm. 1 cents report•, farm I oen'turepcrt- a farm • oema r•port•a farm scent 
1~ a(aoreah . ting, t(ao:rea)a sing .Caerea)a sing c(a.orea)s 

Cotton 58 
Wheat 
Oata 20 
Corn 58 
Grain Sorghum 23 
Sorghum Forage 27 
Sudan 6 
Alfeltf. • 
Idle Land 20 
Cowpeaa 20 
Soybeans • 
Leepedeia 3 
Total Annual 
Legwae, 22 

other Hay Crops 11 
Total Hay 29 
Garden 44 
Or ob.a.rd 22 
Other Crops 21 
Total Acree 
Planted 59 

Actual Crop Land 59 
Nat1Te Pasture 5S 
faae Pasture 9 
Waste Land 39 
Woods , 

2,.1., .. 
21.9 
32.6 
9.8 
8.5 
6.5 .. 

21.0 
8.2 

4.0 

8,5 
18,7 
13.9 
1.6 
2.1 
7,3 

91.6 
90,4 
51,5 
10.9 
15,.4 
25.7 

-, 

26.2 20 - . 
10.6 · 4 
85~6 19 
4.2 S 
4.$ 10 

.G 1 .. -
7.9 7 
3,1 9 

.2 , 1 

3.5 10 
3,9 3 
7,6 12 
1.3 15 , 

.9 6 
2.9 8 

101.5 20 
59·.1 20 
30.3 17 
1.1 4 
s.1 13 
2.0 3 ' 

14.-3 .. 
12.s 
18.3 
5,9 
3.6 
1.s 
... 

10,4 
4.2 
... 
2.0 

4.5 
10.0 
s.2 
1.1 
1.2 
s.1 

49.0 
48+5 
14.7 
5.8 

10.+2 
18.0 

29.s 

s.2 
35.8 
4.8 
3.7 
7.8 -7,5 
3.9 
... 
.2 

4.6 
3.1 
7.7 
1.e 
:.~ 
4,1 

100.9 
67.3 
17.4 
1.3 
9.2 
3..7 

----·~-----~----- L...._ __ ~ 
~ 1 Oontlnued 

26 
, .. 

9 
27 
12 
11 

.. 4 

8 
9 .. 
l 

'io 
3 

12 
20 
1s 

5 

27 
27 
25 

2 
13 
4 

25.3 -19.7 
39,2 
12.~ 
11.3 
6.2 

17"3 
9.3 

10.0 

9.9 
B.7 

12.s 
2.2 
1.9 
3,2 

83.8 
83.8 
43 .• 8 
l.4 

22,3 
31.5 

29,l 

7.8 
34.9 
6t5 
s.s 
1.1 .. 
... 
3.7 .. 
.4 

4,4 
1 .. 1 
a.a 
l.;9 
1.1 
1,4 

100.0 
69.4 
28.7 ,.. .. , 
7.6 
3.3 

12 

., 
12 

3 
6 

.. 
5 
2 

2 
5 
6 
9 
4 
8 

12 
12 
11 

3 
4 

37,8 

47,3 
62.9 
11.0 
11.5 .. 
41.6 
21,6 -
21.s 
30,0 
35,6 
1,4 
3,8 

11,9 

180.4 
174.6 
126,2 
17.3 
34.5 

21.6 

15.8 
36,l 
1.6 
3.3 .. 
9.9 
2.1 

.. 
2.1 
1.2 
8,5 

.6 

.7 
4.6 

103,4 
55,5 
36,8 
1,4 
3.7 -

(0 

• 



Farmstead 
Total Acres 

Table 3. (Continued) 
LaJld. Use and Ntlllbers of Livestock in 1936 for 59 McintoatiCounty 

Farms Aooording to Size 

t Total 59 fa.tine - -,- - - 0 • 99 acre• * 100 • l74acies---~, 175 aorea and. over 
:Number ,Xvel"aget •F•r tlveragea . sNiim:Ser ,aA.verage1.. tNum,or ,Average& 
:farms sper :Per-1 arm.ii aper aPer-tfarms :per ,Per-1f.arm1 tpel" 1Per-
sreport•tf8.P :eenta;,eport-,tarm nentareport-,f'arm 1oentsreport-1tann :cent 
• ing s ( aoree )t ling a { aor,s h • ing • ( a.ores )s , i~ a ( a ores ) s 

20 
59 

1.3 
152.9 

.3 
100.0 

10 
20 

1.4 
12.0 

.9 
100.0 

9 
27 

1.2 
141.l 

.3 
100.0 

2 
12 

1.5 
314.-2 

.1 
100.0 

sNuioer sAv~rage:No. 1Nuiber 1Average1N'o. tNuiber tlve.ragt1No, tNumber 1AveragetNo. 
,ta.nu anuiaber ,per 1ta.rm1 :number 1por ataJ'IIlll mumber ap,r afai,u mumber aper 
,report-aper slOO treport-iper slOO 1report-1per 1100 areport-aper 1100 
Jing sf'ani aoropting ,farm coropting sfarm :oropaing ifarm 1or0p 
t .1 aAcrest , 1e.ons1 1 1aol'E81 '---~ aaore• 

Horses and mulea 58 4.2 4.5 19 3.1 6.0 2'1 4 .. 2 s.o 12 6.0 3.4 
All cattle 58 9.6 10.4 19 6.5 12.a 21 8~3 9.9 12 17.2 9.9 
Mille OOWI 57 6.0 4.,3 18 3.4 6.4 27 4.3 s.2 12 4.0 2.3 
Hoge 44 e.2 6.8 13 6.3 8,.4 20 6.4 5,.7 11 13e8 7.2 
Chickens 58 66,l 72,0 19 48,4 94,8 27 a1.:s 91.0 12 ao.2 34.6 

Sources Unpubli.ahed data from Agrl • .Adjustment Planning Project, 1936-36. 

.... 
0 
• 
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Possibly the same oan be said of hay oropa. (Table 3 ). However, 

this exception is made} the investm.ent in haying equipment is relative• 

ly heavy, and to be able to make hay the principal crop the operator must 

have larger ao!"Oages, The item •other hay"' in Te.ble 3 • refers chiefly 

to wild hay or nat1w meadow. 

All of the 59 tar.ms had corn.1 roughly• one-third of the crop land ia 

de,oted to corn, and the percentage of crop lam in corn about the same, 

regardless of the aize of fal"JD8. Thia again means that the acreage per 

fa.rm increases as the size ot tarm increaae. 

As a rule the native maadan are held by the farmers who own or con-

trol large acreages of land, The investment necessary for harvesting the 

hay crop nakes large aenagea necessary. 

Native pasture, also• increaae-s in &ores" 1n peFOent,. and in number 

as the size of farms increase. 

From these data and trom observations made within the area it:aeli', 

the farm organization tor the smaller farms is toUDi to be similar through• 

out At.rea a The tenant owna two or three horaea, or mules, one to lO co:wa or 

some kind I two to four ot which are apt tor milk, a few hogs• and a. small y 
flock of chickana. 

Nearly ewry farm has a small patch of corn and cotton; w.riationa 

from this are few. But as 'tor the other crops there are wriationa. de• 

pending on location. f"ert1lity of soil. and the farmer himacelt. Some 

t..rmers plant grain e:orghwu • others plant legumes• and alfa.lfa is some-. 11 
times grown on the bottom lam• 

.JI Interviews with farmers •. Muskogee County. Oklahom. Aug. e.nd Sept. 1936 . 

1f The author has had personal experience 1n farming in an adjoining county• 
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On the poor grades of 1aai that will not support row crop tanning 

the operator at times will aow oats in the epring and with favorable 

spring season the crop ia ma.de and banested in June. The land then is 

permitted to lie tallow until next ;year,, !his system is used especially 

in eonnection with livestock raising. 

In recent yeara grain sorghums have been used more extensively in 

.Area 9. Grain sorghums nthatalld the summer drought better than corn 

especially on the aal'lda ot lotr fertility. ('?able 4 ). Size of farms 

do not influence greatly th• proportion of land in sorghum. ( Table 4 ) • 

Near the larger cities the farmers plant crops &a potatoes, melons, 

and: truck crops en the good lands. The larger oi tlea also furnish the 

market for dairy products and promote dairying in NJ&l"by &N&S. 

'!he larger ta.nu grow proportionately leas cotton and have more 

livestock. devoting more lam to teed. 

Muskogee County has practically the eame type .of tanning as that 

described tor McIntosh County. The 1936 Agrioultural Adjua"tment Pro• 

ject Survey co'9'8red 107 farms in Mualcog_ee eowrty. llhl.oh 1a a relatiwly 

anall sample of the 4*480 tar.ma in the county. 

or the 107 tanu aurw;yecl 106 had cotton. with an awn.ge of 36 

acre•• Thia ranged from 2&.6 acres t0.r the s-ero to loo ae'N group, to 

6·9.9 acrea for the group 176 and a.b.on. tloweffr,. the percentage ot 

crop land in ootton decreased aa the tarma tncreaaed in a1ze .. 

Muakogee County tannera grow wheat on t.he larger £arms J o£ l8 farms 

175 acres .and over,. £our gN1f' wheat• the awrage acreage WILS 12 .. 5 per 

farm. 

Of the total 107 farms sun.eyed, 105 were gowing corn. The aver

age acreage per f&l"Jll increased as the size of £arm increased but the pro• 

portion of crop land in corn decreased as the farms increased in a ize. 



Table 4 
Land Use and Numbem of Li vestook in 1936 tor 107 Muskoge.e County 

Farms According to Size 

1 To0tal lO'T farms , 0 - 99 "aoreli • 1.00 ... 174 ·aores • 176 aor.ea ~~ 
sNuiii\fer a.Average, ,Number a'Averaget . f ,Nuin6er tAve:ragot ',iiumber .xv$rag.,' 
afa.rma aper . tPer-ii'arme aper ,Per•.afat'Dl8 1pe:r ,Pel"•t:fatu ,pe:r tPer. 
1report.1f'ann icentareport-,ta:rm :oen.tar•port ... tfara aoenttreport ... tf.u'll t oont 
s ~ng 1 (~orH )a a il;!g . ·* (aoree h . 11ng • ( a ores h .. * ~ . t (aol"e& h 

cotton 105 
Whe•t a 
Oats 56 
Corn 102 
Grain Sorghum 16 
Sorghum forage 52 
Sudan 2 
Alfal£a 4 
Idl~ Lend 9 
Cowpeas 14 
Soybeans l 
Lespedeia 2 
Total Annual 
Leg~ea 16 

Other Hay crop 29 
Total Hay 43 . 
Garden 78 
Orchard 5 
Other Crop, 20 
Total Aorea 
planted 107 

Actual Crop Land 10'1 
Native Pai,ture 78 
Te.me Pasture 20 
Waste Land 44 
Wood1 14 

36.4 
12_ .. 5 
21.a 
28.,6 
9.4 
9.3 

10.5 
14.0 
a.a 
9.3 
2.0 
7.5 

6.0 
36.9 
28.8 
2.8 
6.9 
1.0 

100,9 
99.7 
31.2 
21.2 
a.a 

14,8 

35,.s 
.9 

14.6 
27.3 
i .. 4 
4.5 
2.0 
.s 
.1 

1.2 

,1 

.9 
10.0 
11 .. 6 

2~1 
.2 

1.9 

101,3 
100.0 

16~9 
2.8 
2.1 
1.5 

47 
1 

19 
44, 

6 
23 

2 
1 
4 
5 
l 
l 

1 
4 

11 
34 
l 

48 
48 
33 

6 
14 

8 

23.3 
10.0 
11.2 
17.9 

6.,0 
5.9 

10.,s 
10,0 
4.S 
4..-9 
2 •. 0 

10,0 

5.2 
7,3 
s •. 4 
1.-8 
s.s -

51.0 
49.9 
17.3 
7,4 
3.5 

10.6 

4~.7 

•• a.:9 
3~.a 

l1t5 
5.7 
_.9 
.4 
.a 

1.0 
;1 
.4 

1.s 
1.2 
3+7 
2.6 
.3 -

102.1 
73,,.5 
17.5 
i .• 1 
1 .• 5 
2.s. 

40 
3 

24 
40 ., 
19 
,.. 

-

l 
3 
2 

3 
13 
18 
29 
2 

12 

41 
41 
31 

8 
21 

2 

41.2 
11.7 
22,0 
31,1 
e.1 
9.2 .. 

10.0 
11,0 
s .. 5 
... 
... 
5,7 

23,,5 
16.4 

2.s 
3,.4 
9.7 

103 .• 7 
103.4 
32.6 
2,1 
9.1 

13.5 

as.a 
.s 

12,6 
29.-4 

l 1t5 
4,.1 
.... 
.2 
,8 
.4 

., 
1.2 
7.8 
1.1 

,2 
2.1 

100,,4 
74,l 
17.7 
3.0 
3.3 
.5 

18 
~4 
13 
18 
.:. 3 
10 -
-

2 
2 
7 

l 

6 
12 
14 
16 

2 
8 

18 
18 
14 

1 
9 
4 

9.9 
J,2.5 
a1.s 
48,7 
16.7 
11.s 

"" 1s.o 
l.3,5 
12,6 

... 
s.o 

a.a 
61.3 
58.5 
5.9 
1.$ 

10 .. 4 

227.3 
224,.l 
60.9 
31.0 
16.2 
24.2 

~~--- ··--------------------c-o-n:-t1-. miecf --------------

26.7 
1,2 
19,9 

21.7 
1.2 
4 •. 3 .. 

.. 7 
2,2 -

.1 

1,3 
1a.2 
20.3 

2,2 
.1 

2.0 

100.4 
74.,9 
16.8 
4.0 
2.7 
1.8 

.... 
c;i 

• 



Tab le 4. (Continued) 
Land Use end Numbers of Livestook 1n 1936 ror 107 Muskogee 

County According to Size 

------,- -~Otal-L(J7 ?arniif- ·: · o ·- 99 e.ores t 100 ;.. 174 aores I 176 aoree··e,xia-·OTer 

Farmstead 
Total Acres 

,Niiiber ,Iverag•• · , Number iAverage1 tNum'ber cAverage1 1Num'ber ,Average, 
sfs.rms sper · 1:Per-tf$l"JRS 1per aPv•• farms apor 1Per-1fara1 ,per ,Per• 
• report ... a f'arm scent• report• t farm I oen1:u report- if arm I oent•report- s farm • oent 
s9. 1 (acres) ,, sipg 1 (aores)a 11ng . a(aoree)s •i!£i 1(ac~esl1 

67 
107 

2~6 
134-i:3 

4~8 22 
100.0 46 

1.9 
67~8 

1~3 22 
100~0 41 

2,7 
139.5 

l~l 
100.0 

'.13 
18 

3.r 
299.4 

.9 
ioo.o 
-aNumber tAverageiNo. ·,Nulli)er 1Average1No. 'flftlli>er 1Averagerno. H4Ulllber tAveragerNo. 

,ra.rma mumbe.- 1per ,tarn snUlliber aper afar.ms anumbel" sper afarma mlDl.'ber ,per 
1report-1pe.r ·tlOO u•eport-spez' 1100 areport-tper a 100 treport•;per ilOO 
11ng :fara soropdng ,farm toropaing 1f'arm soropting ,f'ann tcrop 
• 1 u.cresi 1 ~aoM1 , saorau --~ · , , __ __!!l,ores 

Horses and mulea 105 3.'9 5.s 47 2~8 5.6 41 4.1 3.9 17 6.5 2.1 
All oattle 105 11., 11.2 47 4.6 9 .. 0 41 9.5 9,.2 17 S4 .• S 14.'l 
Milk oowa 106 s., 5.a 47 2.5 4 •. 8 41 4.6 4.S 17 ·is.a 6.1 
Hoga 85 7.3 s.-s 35 4~8 1.1 35 7.9 s.s 15 11.-9 4:.4 
Chio kens 102 55.6 53.2 44 40 .. 6 74.,7 41 57.7 55-9 17 89.4 37.6 

-

' ' 

S0uroe1 Unpublished data from Agr!.. Adjustment Planning P~o-jeot. 1935•3.6. 

~ 
• 



15. 

The decrease in proportion of land in eorn a.s farms increased in 

size was taken up by oats and hay. The proportion of land in oata in

creased from 8.9 to 19•9 percent of-the total crop land. Total hay, 

whioh was chiefly ~tiw meadow. accounted tor 20.z percent of the erop 

land. 

In Wagoner County the cropping system ia again eotton, corn, oats, 

and hay crops. s-.ller farms haw a larger proportion of the land in 

cotton and a smaller proportion in corn and oa ta• Wagoner County is 

further north in the prairie landa and has more wheat; of the 55 farms 

used in this study from the Agricultura,l Adjustment Planning Project 

Suney, 16 planted acreages of wheat. for the 55 farms this was 8.6 

percent of the crop land., 

Considering the total of 55 farms in Wagoner County the propo~tion 

of land in farms was 74:.8 percent. or about the aame in the other,. Mus

kogee', am :McIntosh counties,. 

The average size ot farms in Muskogee and Wagoner counties• of 

ea.a and 94·.0 acres, was smaller than that given for McIntosh County, 

96·.1·. Thia was due to a smaller number of fanu in acreage groups 

above 260 acres, as is shown by Table l! ·• As was true with McIntosh 

County, the greatest number of farms is concentrated to the groups in 

which the 40,. ao. and 120 acre farms are included,. 

Small farms,. with amall investment.- are what the tenant farmers are 

working with. .A.pproxillately two-thirds of the land and thre.e•fourths of 

the number of farms a.re controlled by tenants in McIntosh, :Muskogee,. and 

Wagoner counties. Equi_plnent and machinery is not used to any great ex

tent as shown by the investments in machinery; $182 .. ll for Muskogee 

County , $157. 43 for Wagoner County,. and $130.60 for McIntosh County, in 

1930. (Ta.blell ) • 



Table 5. 
Land Uae and Numbers or Livestock in 1936 for 55 Wagoner County 

Farni, Acoordlng to Sue 

, . !ctt~I gg ,.,_ . o .. 99 aorea t~ - I'll aorea l t • t,1 aor•• ,m over 
, Nuiidie.r 11ATerage, · sNumber 1lvorage1 sNUJi'6er· ,lv•rag.ea ,N'a:el" ,Ive.rage, 
• f&J'!U ipe.t :Per-,tarma ,per ,Pel"•ata.nna sp$1' 1Per•a.ra:ra1 •per rPer· ... 
,report .. tfatm 1oent1report-1tara 1oent&J"eport-,f'ara • oei,.1ureport•rfatm tcent 
ting t (•oresh sing 1(aoras)s •1!1 I (a.oNI )1 . . 11!5 a (aore• }• 

Cotton 49 21.1 25.5 20 24,4 45.6 20 SO.,'/ 27.0 9 24.9 12.2 
Wheat 16 28.l a.a 4 1s.s s~s 5 21.a 6.1 1 36.4 13 .• 6 
Oato 36 30.l 20.3 9 10 .. 9 9 • .2 16 21.e 1s.2 10 60.9 · 33,.0 
Com 54 23.6 24.6 20 16.-2 :ro.s ·23 24.6 24.7 11 35.0 20.9 
Grain Sol"ghum. 17 e.1 2.a 3 s.o 1., 8 e.4 2 .• 9 6 9.,2 :s .. o 
Sorghum Forage 10 4.2 .a 4 3.0 1.1. 5 4~1 .9 l 10.0 .. s 
Sudan 6 3.2 •• 3 2.1 .1 l .s .2 2 s.o .3 
Alfalfa 4 7,3 .$ 2 1.0 1.1 1 10.~o .4 l s •. o .,.3 
Idl.e Land 10 10 .. s 2.0 2 s.s 1,0 6 12.2 2., 3 11.0 l.8 

7 Cowpeu 6 ,.2 6~5', " 3.,2 1 .. a 2 a.o .5 - ·-Soybean, . - .. - - - - .. - - ... - • 
Lespedeza 7 6.1 ,.8 3 7.3 2.1 • 5.2 2.1 .. -Total Annual 
Leguae, 10 a.a 1.3 6 6.8 3.3 4 s.2 1., - - 17.0 

othet- He,y Crop 17 33•4 10.9 l 8,0 .1 9 27c3 10.e 7 44.9 17.6 
Total Ha_y 20 32,.2 13.2 9 7.1 5.9 lS 22.6 12 •. 9 8 40.6 .7 
ouclen 61 1.a 1.s 18 1.1 1.9 22 1.6 1.s ll 1.1 .2 
Oro hard 10 11.e 2.2 2 3.0 .6 6 21.& 4.7 3 .9 103.6 
Other Crop, 14 6.1 1,8 5 6,8 2.1 7 a., 2e6 2 3.,0 .3 
Total. acrea 
planted 55 97.3 103.l 21 5S.S 105.6 23 100.s 101.6 ll 173.6 101.6 

Actual erop land 65 94.4 74.9 21 51,0 1a.1 23 99.0 '78,2 11 167.6 69 .• 3 
Native Pasttll"e 38 so.a 16.9 9 14.3 9.4 19 23.l 1s.1 10 60.2 22.6 
Tame Paetui'e 4 6.0 .3 2 s.o .7 l 4,0 .1 l 10.0 .4 
Waste Land 29 9,.l 3.8 10 s.1 ($.0 12 7,8 3.2 7 12.8 3.4 
Woods 13 13.2 2.5 6 4 • ., 2.1 6 11.0 1.9 2 44.0 3.3 

.... 
Continued · 0) 

• 



FarlllStead 
Total acres 

Table 5. (Continued) 
Land Use and N\llibers of Livestock in 1936 for 55 Wagoner County 

Farm• According to S1ae 

t . fotal 55 . te.rm• s O .. . 99 a.0,reli . a 100 ... ~l74 aorea ~ . X-75~aor·e, ~ over 
,E'umiiei- ,Iverage, ,Biimber 1Av:~rage, · ,N'uii.bei- ,lTerages ' ,Wer tXve:rag•l 
,farms aper 1Per-,rarma 1per tPer ... i,ta.i'iiUI aper .,Per ... ,f'anaa · aper i:Per-
srepOll't••fa.rm. 1oen1areport ... 1f'ann :oen'furepOFt•tfara ;oen1ure~ort-•feia ioent 
sing s(acu·esh sing ,(acrea)t sing t(aorea)t s~:a:g . i(aoreah 

36 
55 

. 
3.4 

126.l 
1.7 

100.0 
14 
21 

3.0 
64..,8 

3.,0 
100.0 

14 
23 

3.2 
126.7 

,~~ 

1.5 
100.0 

1 
11 

4.6 1.2 
24.2 100.0 

,Nliiiber ,Average,No. -.E'uiiier ·iAveragedfo. 1Nuibor aA?etagtuNo~ 1llU11ber · ;aAveragea,lfo.~ 
,,tarma muaber :s~r tfarma iuuaber ,pet ata.J'JU snUl!iber .cper ,raru anUlliber 1per 
areport•tptr ,100 sreport•sper . 1100 1report.1per tlOO 1repett•1per tlOO 
ting eta$ torop11ng ,tan 1cropting afa:r'ln ccropting ,tarm. sorop 
t l taOflSJ 1 se.c•a ' sacra, I saorea 

Horses am mulea 55 3.4 3.6 21 4.6 6.1 23 4.7 3.8 10 •• 7 2 ... , 
All oattle 53 a.s 8+6 20 s.4 10 .. 1 22 6.9 '6.6 11 17.3 10.3 
ilk oows 53 ,.o 4.1 20 3.6. 616 22 3.-6 3.6 11 5.6 3.4 

Boge 39 10 .. 6 a.o 12 4.4 5.0 17 6.4 4, '1 10 26,3 13 •. "I 
Chickens 54 55.2 57,4 21 3.8 75.3 22 56.6 54.7 11 84.-5 50..4 

·- -. -~.--~ 

Sources Unpublished de.ta from Agri. Adjustment Planning Project, 1935-36. 

..... 
-::i 
• 



18. 

DEVELOPMENT IN INDIAN TERRITORY UP TO 1900 

Prior to the first report: ot the United States census Bureau on the 

Indian Territory very little int.onation concerning agricultural organi• 

zation 1n Area 9 18 &'9&ilable othe!' 'than from reports of early trawlen 1 

missionaries, aid oftic1ala in the temtoi'y. 

Th• area considered in this •tudy ,nu included -within the region 

originally allotted to the Ch•l"Obe and Creek Tribes of Indians. later 
' 

these land were allotted to the Indiana but the right to dis pose. et the 

land was restricted until certain r .egulatory compliances. bad been ettected •. 

When the reatrietiona w•re ~ and: they were permitt. to d.1apo•e ot 
§/ 

all the land except the homestead of 40 acres. 

When the white men first came to .America• they found the Indiana 

gJ"OW'ing corn. Among these Indians were the C'reekB and Cherokees living 

in 'the region 0£ Georgia~ A~~. &Di the Carolinas at that time. Later 

when the Cherokees were removed to the Indian Territory in 1828 they sti 11 

grew corn along with oats and :potatoes I and also raised cattle• hones• 

and hogs. 
/ 

Fol" some time after remo'VILl the Indiana were unsettled and d.iaaa.t

isf'ied but by 18M the Cherokees wre farming the land with aomie degree 
:ii 

of suooe•s. r 

8/ Oklahoma. fax CommisJion Report to A88esaors a"tates that thes• rea
- tr1otioM could be removed by the legislature; 01" on unres~icted , 

Indians ·the restcl.Qtion.as. wre automUoally relllOfld 21 l'Gai-a atte:r 
the pt. tents were granted. 

9/ " ....... and ha'fing advanced somewhat in the a.rta and agriculture be• 
- to-re (be.to-re the removal to the Indian fer.r1 toey) • they are now 

found to be mostly living W8ll., culti"Vll.ting their fields ot corn 
and other- crops. which they ,a.1•• with great auooess-.•· E. E .. Dale 
a.nd J. L .. Rader, 111eadinga in Oklahoma. HiJstory.• P• 219 



An early factor that had influence later on the type of farming 

that developed out of the Illdia.n 1'enitoey n.s the aw.ilibillty of 
10/ 

sla"les that were brought tr:om Georgia. am Alabamih- The Indians were 

lazy and a.t first did not like to culti w.te the field•• but with the . . l:Y 
use of the sla,w1 s help they bad beco• agriculturists by 1834. 

19. 

The Indians •pent moat ot the1r time wi 'th the U nstock. While a 

Cherokee child was young his p&Nnts or friends would gi w him e. colt 

or two., or one or· two eal'Ws to plean him or with a 'riew toward tu1.ure 

accumulation. The young stock waa cared tor by the elders and by the 

child himself., Jiu• early 1n life the young Indiana started working 

with livestock.-
-

The Creeks had de"Nloped their system of· :farming by 1837 to the 

extent that they were ha'Ving a surplus ot farm produe-ts to send out to 

the lfation. At first., due to lack of ft.ah and game. the Imians tilled 

the soil to .furnish the necessities of life. But they soon discovered 

that the Commissariat at the F<>rt needed pro'Visions a.nd would take the 

pl'"oducts from the farm in exchange tot' things the Indians needed. Even 

at this early date there na some di-venity in tarming 1n the Indian 

}E/ "'There 1a ~pa.roely a ftner eowrtey on ~ than that now owned by 
the Creeks J ~ in !lorth .blerloa.:,, oerta.inly no l.ndian tribe J110re 
adw.:riced 1n the ar:ta ·am agriculture than they are. It is no un
common thing to aee a Creek with twenty or thirty ela-vea at 1'0rk 
,ffl.1

6 
*~·1Qn. ha'fing brought them fzoom a ale.ving holding country." 

11/ Fortimt.n Grant. "the centennial of Fort Gibscm.• Chronicles of Okla. 
- 1924 • Vol. II• P• 120. 

12/ Dale and Rader. oi.cit. PP• 613-614. ---- ........ ~ 



?fatiorus • Howevertc corn aEd rice were the principal crops, while cattle 
13/ 

and hogs were the principal livestock.-

since the lands were held in' common much of the fanning was done in 

common. The chiet:s w.ould direct the labor wioh was. d~ne by members of 

the tribe.. Each: family did its share of the .tenoi:ng .• plowing,, planting, 

and tendingJ it had its own erops which wen scattered owl' the fields. 

' 
A•ilable data are not auffic.ient to form any eonoluaiom as to 

the organisation. .of the farms 1'a.rmed by indinduals. However,, bi ta ot 

information by an •rly historian indicate something or the farm or• 

ga.niz-ation. The ta.ms nre a"Cattered and often were just clearings in 

the woods in which pitches ot Ol'OPB were growing.. An early Creek In-

dian tarm is described as f'ollon .; 

"• ..... there was a little field of corn surrounded by a wonn ra.11-
fenoe; at a remote pa.rt of hie possessions near a stream or 
apring• often out of sight from the road or train., his domestic 
establishment; a little gJLrden and a melon patch-. some peach 
trees; a caw pen, and a hog pen co'V'ered w1 th thatch tor a 
·stabl•••••••"l4/ -
The trade of the Indians ~s 1%ld1cated by estiDatea :ma.de in 1830, 

that the Creeks produced 50 1 000 bu1hels more corn ~n they needed for 

their consumption.. These Inriiana sold 1.000 hogs to Illinois drovers 

in 1846_. and also, aold 100.000 buah•lll of corn. part of which waa ex• 
i :u;/ . 

ported ·am went to Ireland .. ~ 

13/ ~ey furnished large quantities to the Oomznis1ar~t at .Fort Gibson 
- annually and contributed gN&tly 1n supplying the late immigrants; 

They ra.1 ed also mo.re stock than._. necessary tor their own use, 
he said., and 0&1Tied ~n a conaidriabk bade with tti. garrison in 
grain., stock~ •getab.ln, ··poult!"y • · eggs • f'rui ta., pigs• la:mba • 
veniaon. ham• bear-meat. am. butter. 

"The Creeks were known•• col"n gr.owing people and some of the prin• 
ciJal ta.rmera oribbed aa mueh a tiff to ten thousand bl.tshela ot 
corn ea.oh season.• Grant Foreman., tt.rhe Five Civilized Tribesn • PP• 
199-200. 

14/ Ibid. PP• 170•171 

15/ Ibid. pp .. 199 am 200. --
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Outside of trade with Fort Gibson and boats that came up the river, 

the Indians were in a state of isolation. They were handicapped by lack 

of transportation facilities and after bringing 1n improved machinery by 

1854 they were able to produce much more than they could market. 

Little has been said of the tenure status of the farmars in the 

early Indian Nat ion, and the e.asumpt ion may well be made that the farms 

were all owned and operated by the Indians themselves. This was not the 

case in 1859, however, when there were 1 .,000 whites in the Cherokee Na-

tion alone. These whites who came into the Nation leased the 18.llds from 

the Indians , improTed the land and farmed it. The Indians were glad to 

make such arrangements, because they could get the lands improved, and 

at the same time have an income without working. 

A report made by the CoJ1111issioner et Indian Atfairs, 1859, contains 

the following estimate tor t he Cherokee Nation: 

Number or Cherokees 
Number 0f voters 
Number of whites 
Number ot Negroes 
Acres 1n cultivation 
Number ot cattle 
Number of horses and 

mules 
Nwaber o:t hogs 
Number or sheep 

21,000 
4,000 
1 , 000 
,,ooo 

102,000 
240,500 

20,000 
16,000 
5,000 

Corn yield 
Wheat yields 
Oats yield 

35 bushels per aore 
12 bushels per acre 
30 bushels per acre 

w 

Evidently 4,000 Toters in the Cherokee Nation had 4,000 slaves, and 

there were 1,000 whites who were tenants of the Indians. These people 

were :farming only 102,500 acres of land. However, with the good yields 

they were able to support the population and haTe a surplus to sell or 

J:§1 Dela and Rader, p. 2'11. 



All the intormation that le available as to the size of farms that 

existed in the Indian Nation prior to 1900 from which to draw oonol-uaiona 

baa been abtainted trom re,pom ot trawlers through. the Ne.tion. 

'The Commi1ns1one-r of lndlan Affairs reported in 1886 that the s-i&e of 

fa.rma ,aried acoording to the c,,m.ers. The half-breeds• and adopted whites 

aocumulated large tracts -of laDd while the full-bloods 'lfflN content to 

farm smaller acne.gee~ The range was estimated to be SO to 400. or 500, 

acne tor half-breed:s in the Cherokee Nation• and ~ive to 150 acres for 

the full-bloods. 

'lhe range 11&8 open am the lull-bloods wre vety generous- with ea.ch 

0th.et"-. The bd1 viduala -,tio~.,; .she.red the products of the11" tams Yi th 
. i lo/ 

those who had need of auch good a. During the pertod 187! ~ 1874 two 

railroads crossed the C~k a.rd Qherobe Nations from east to west., and 

from west to south. !bia -.rted the beginning of a change from pioneer 

selt-suffieing terming to & eommerclal ay.atem •. 

EJ In 1874 Samuel Grays-on of the 14uakogees ge:ve the following reports 

•corn 1a the prin.Oil*l :f?l'Od.uction of our fa-nu ....... and, the Mu.acogees 
haw tw man, years · tab«i a. surplus of thi• ataple,. bartering the 
same at different points in the country for mereha:Ddize1 but during 
the pa.•t winter· they had the- aat1•fa.ct1on .of •••ing more considerable 
quantit.lea shipped a'Outh by rail lrhile 1n the opposite dlree.tion ha.w 
gone cattle and hog• reared by the induetq of the Muscogee• ••••• ~ 
The mo.n enterprta.lng ·e.re · bipo:tting ilapro"led stocb ot cattle and 
hogs.• Dale t.nd Racier,. .!f• ~· P• 595 

tt •••• .... pa.as farm after :farm of co~iderable ai&e from 50 to 400• 
<>r 500. aere.a. In the house:s liw h&lt-..breed Cherokees. ad.opted 
oi ti.sens of the Oherolme lfa.t1on• and occasionally a full-blood• 
•ot the full-.bloodac ~1r ttelda are anall f'Tom 5 te 150 acres in 

the •lleya of streams and protected by Wfl'Dl tencea ....... He has a
l"ound him a number ot hogs which 1"Wl on the l'IUJge am supply his 
meat tor the year. He ra.i~es potato.a. beans. am other wgetables. 
enough corn tor his own meal ,and ho.miny • enough to feed hia horses 
and tat-ten his hog,. which are for the most i:art .f.ed on the nast of 
woods adjacent. and to se>me exten~ supply his lees provident neigh• 
bor in case he runs short_- which he is ..,ry apt to do if the aea•on 
be not fa.tr." ;_2f• ~· PP• 6U""6l.3 • 



23. 

TYPE OF F.AlUUNG TRA:T' EXISTED IN 1900 

The Twelf'th Cenaua of ._ U:a.1tecl Stat•a for the year 1900 gives sane 

rather accurate atatiatioa or the Creek u4 CheroJ£.e Indian Nations. How-

ever.. the area covered is ao broad that apeeU'io oonoluaiom are difficult 

to reaoh. Yet, the•·• data do show sClll8 general faota t'rcm which develop

mente into later typea ot taming may be traoed. 

Preaaur. fraa the white people from both outside and within the In-

dian Territory wu ohanging oomlit1ona generally wl thin the 1.ndian Nations ... 

Ae reported by the Bureau of Census,. the population ot the Creek and Chero-

kee Nationa for 1890 and 1900 wu 1 

Cherokee 
Creek . 

Whit• 

1900 

66,.951 
26,187 

1890 

29 .,166 
3,.289 

Negro 

1900 

9,.162 
'7,.520 

1890 

5,.127 
4,.621 

• 
• 
t 
l 

Indian 

1900 

25,.639 
7,963 

1890 

22,015 
9.,.999 

flie.ac9 data ahaw that within th• Olli,robe Nation the whit• population in-

oreued 12.9 .. 6 peroent frcm 1890 to 190011 the negro. population inorea.aed 

18.1 peroent wh11• the Imian population inereaaed 16.5 
. •. 

The change was mere extreme in the Creek: Nation. The white popula-

tion inereased 665.8. pe1"oent. the negro population inoreaaed 6-2. 7 pwcent. 

and the Indian population deoreaaed 20.4 pe·reent. 

The tremendous rate or influx o£ whites leav .. • little room for wonder 

that this territory beoame part ot the State ot Oklahcma in 190'1. At thia 

time the counties were formed a.Di hence county data are available tor the 

atudy during subsequent yea.re-. 

The "&•nhatioa of tanna wl 'thin these areas oan. be observed from 

the cm:aus data of 1900 which lend themselvea to eompar1aon with the data 



made a•ilable after statehood. The number ot .tums in the two IDlian 

B'atiou by alze groups were aa follmnu 
. 19/ 

Sige l>btribution ot F'anla 19C>Cr"' 
Creek am Cherokee Jfa.t1ona 

ttinde:ra 3-9• 10•191 I0-69 , S0-.99 1 100-t 11&-a 260--t 500•tA'bo• 
l $ l- . J I 1 t 17, i 2&9, J .99 f 999 :la000 

Che:Jrolme '16 479 1.dQ9 1/lff 2•6M 2.,3$8 1 .• 181 1,.156 444 113 
Creek S8 141 289 1•181 725 1•146 142 M2 168 12.2 

The total number ot: £&ma 1n the Ob.enJrN Nation ,.. 1S,.ua1. The 

awrage ai&e for the: en~ire ~P of tAlWl -. l.H.,2 &Cl'ft-, The number 

of fanns in the Creek Nation was 6-240 with an awrage ct£· S29.2 ao.rea 

per :ta.rm. 

The proportion ot fa.ma in each •iae group expreased u a perce~ge 

ot the total· t:ol" the Cberolme Nii CrNk Ne.ticma 1a 1900 'IIUt 

Peroeute.p o'f F&*8 A.0001"4bg w s:f.ae 'J!JOfJ.f 
Cnek am. Cber,oll:M Ratlcme 

luixter-= S-•9: lo-19t l~9 , 5()..99 • J.00-1 116-1 200 ... , 500•rAl>ove 
1 ~ 1 1 l - I t 171 1 25i I ffl r !Pt 1 U,:QQQ 

Chenkae .66 3-.64 9.61 27 .SO 19--6 11 d9 8• 12 8,d4 SJ8 M 
cPMk .90 a.a ,.si a:e.&a 11.io 21.oa a.a a.01 s..se a_.ee 

The number c;;t fal'Jnll l• gna1=eat in the ao to u acre poup. 11h11e 

the awrage 1a U4~ a.ctl'94• and 129d e.01'9a t'or the Cberobe am Creek 

Nations 1n the orde, glwn. 

The 1a1'p t'a1"118 1J8lte ~ weul.$ · of wo taeton~ chietl;,y • c,imenhip 

o.t tbe laJ¥l in oommon• am tbe ettorta ot the wht te mn. to obtahi large 

tra.ota tbrough •rriage of InH••• aai by .._. Cai:tlamiln who oame 

]:2/ ,._ltth Oenaus o£ the Uuitecl statea. 1900 .• - Vo·l. s. table 10, P• 19 
u. s. D• I •• 13.ur• o~ Cenl!IWJ• 

!!I Ibid. 
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in dW"ing the last two decades of the Nineteenth C.ntury were intere-sted 

in gaining contf'ol of large tracts of lal'ld so aa te be ab le to ea.re for 

larger he'rda • 

Farm organization in the Imt-.n Territory conatituW a aubaiatence 

agriculture of a .frontier type rith an element of communal distribution. 

I,e.ck of transportation f&ciliti•• temied to pr.ohibit the dewloprient of 

a highly apeoiali&ed type ot agriculture. 

The Indians were lar.y aml ba4 been aecustom.ed to obtaining a poJ>-

t1on of their toed by hunting am fishing. In the Indian Territory, 

game am fish would not furnish the demand.a or the Indians aJld as a re• 

ault they were forced to till the soil tor provision. lands were held 

in comm.on g•nel'lllly a.nd if the lands were not held 1n COJIIIIIOD the pro

ducts or the soils were shared 1n comm.on. 

Restrictions on white •n 1n the territory again tended to check 

deulo}:11'.Wnt. with the reaulta that the Indiana continued to follow the 

li "Vea tock and grain farming becauae this type or farming ,muld lend l t

aelf to frontier comiti~u of people who Wl"e farming only tor the pro• 

v1t1ona on which to subs:ist • 
!];/ 

Tenure Sta.tu Fa:rw,ra .,;, 19001 'the proportion ot owneJ'8hip opera.-

ton 1n Oklaho•-. Ana 9., was roughly •. iiw1oe as great in 1900 as now. At 

time the Cherokee and Creek tanners owaed one-third ot their fanns. 

Since th re nre 66,.951 11'hit.a and Zti-639 Indi-&1\18 in the Cherokee 

Nation. and 251 187 whites in th Creek ?fat.ton to 7,963 Indians in 1900• 

the explanation of the percentage of temncy at that time 1a mt d1tt1-

cult.. The white men had come in aa leasers. from the Indiana and were 

there under some form of temney agreement~ Sven as late as 1900. 25.3 

21/ Ibid. --



percent ef the tarms in the Creek Nation we·re oash rented, 

tenure statue ot ,a.men 1900 

Oherokee 
Oreek 

ereek ~d Cherone l'la~ona 

t Part 
, o,mer·s 

a owun•• ~ s c cash I Share 
a ir.mata , Mamgera , · T..».ta tT-,mnta· 

o.s 
o.9 

! he deve~paant ot faming in the Indian Te:rritoey has been discua

eed aomnhat at l~ngtJt in ti(le l1fJ11i ot the ohang•s 1,ndioated by the 

limited amount of information at hand~ 

Data obtained by the Census Bureau in 1900 imicate that the Chero

kM Nation wa.s decidedly a l:lwstock and grain producing 11.J'e&• Thirty.

ti,,. and three•tenth8 percent or the improwd land waa dewted to com. 

This large acreage of corn correlates rather closely with tbe large num• 

ber of hogs and cattle on hand in the area, 16.5 head of hogs~ am 26 .l 

head ot cattle per 100 acres of impro'V9d land. Wheat and wild hay were 

.the next largest acreages ot cro.ps. 

Table , Numbers et U.veatook in the 
Cherokee and Creek :Rations 1900 

Number I Total t JrQ'1 per 100 : I Total s No. per 100 
Liwatoek I Number s Acres Improwd a : Number • Acres Improved 

Wld 
I 

I.and I II 

Ho!'aea 64.338 s.s 27.477 a.s 
Kules 17.,177 1.5 4,590 1.s 
All cattle 304,100 26.-1 306,548 102 .• 6 
111.lk con 31,004 2.1 8.,445 2.s 
Rogil 192.689 16.5 7,056 2.4 
Sheep 1,804 o.s 1,786 o.6 
Chio kens 589.788 50.6 163,303 54 .. 6 

Source, TWeltth cenaua of the United Sta.tea, u • . s. D. c •• Bur. Cenata 

Near Fort Gibson, close to the ready marbt, there was an area that 

produced Iriah potatoes rather e-.X1;etiai wly." For the entire--Cherokee 



Tab le 1 • A.or ea 1n Farms, Aorea in Improved Land, Proportion 
Im.proved Land 1n Cr~ps, and Aores in Se,leoted CropsJ in the 

Cherokee and Creek Jlat1ona, 
1900 

27. 

t Cherokee-~ Nation . ' $ I " el'eei . iatioa 
t · · _,Pe~centage of t-,-----,•pe•r-o-e-n""'t_a_g_e_o_t 
i Aore• ,,improved land, 1 Aore• Jimpraved land ., •in each crop t ·& dn each crop 

Acrea improved land 
A.er•• in farms 
Pr0portion improved 

{percent ) 
Crop a 

Corn 
Oats 
Rye 
Wheat 
Wild hay 
Millet 
Cotton 
AltaH'a 
Tame: ;grass 
GT,ain .cut green 
Fwag-e 

l, 165,061 
l,816.,719 

64,.l 

411,061 
46,651 

8 
185 •. 23.8 
202,008 2.,1, 
58,621 

Pote.toe•, IJ'la:h 
Potatoes, sweet 
JliecellaneQus vegetablu 
Sorghum ~lll1e 

802 
2,201 
6.616 
s.748 

303 
345 

2.432-

1s.·9 
17 .• 3 

.2 
s .. o 

... 
1.0 
2.0 
6.0 
s.o 
.02 
.os 
.2 

1,395.832 
298,858 

2l.4 

118.,340 
1,598 

1 
5.,045 

ao.122 
1,234 

27,454 
318 
42 

628 
5,156 

522 
170 

1,016 
1,288 

Sour-oe, United Stat" C,cmaUB. Vol., V, Table 19. 1900. 

39.6 
.5 

1.r 
26.8 

••• 9.2 
.1 -
.2 

1.1 
.2 
.l 
.4 
.4 
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Nation 3 .• o percent or the improwd laJld was in potat••• 

The total of all ore>ps with pasture. Janda, meadon. orchards. and 

fa.rmatea.ds made up 64.1 percent of the t.otal land in £arms. This was 

classified by the census Bureau •s S..pro-ved land~ 

For the Creek Nation a little w.ria.tion tro.m. the Cherokee liation 

is Qbsened. The greatest use et lam 1s for corn with 3·9.6 pereent 

of the improved lam and wild hay Yitb 26,8 percent., which is more 

easily undei-atood when it ie ebeerwd that only 21+4 percent of the 

land in far.ms was olassifled as im.P!'()wd land• and. that there 119N 

102.6 head Q,f cattle for each 100 aol'H of iJD.prowd land. 

~ other- crop that m.s not been m.en'ticmed yet is eottont! The 

claasittcation et farms and farm 'ftlu•• bf princ.1.pal source of income 

indicates tbat cotton farming holdli a permne.nt position in the Indian 

Territory~ However,, only 5.0 percent of the 1ml)1"0ved lanl in tA,e Chero• 

kee Bation, and 9,2 percent in the Creek Nation was de'flOted to cotton. 
' ' ' 

Data pre:sen-ted in Table 8 are tor the entire ln:Uan 'rerrito.ry and 

ay not be uaed to draw clefinite conclusions on early tam organization 

of Ana 9. unless they a.n interpreted wlth the knowledge that the In

dian Territory ot 1900 extended fwtber aouth .ana nst than even the 

Creek and Cherokee 'Nationa. Newrthe1--•,. acme uaef'ul com:p1ruona with 

~ter dewlopaent• •Y 1Ntll be :mde fram these data. 

!!!'.! valuea, Data on inftstllenta 1n the Cherokee am Creek Nations 

1900• indieatea that land we.a not a l.1miting factor in 1900., especially 
\..· 

in the Indian Territory where reatriot1ona had been placed on the trans-

fer of the land,, and where up to: thia time the population within tb.,e 

Territory waa not gnat enough to raise the w.lue ot land by the demand 

for ita product•~ 



'l'able 8 • Percentage of the Number or Farms, A.ores 1:o. Farms, Value of Specified 
Classes of Farm Property, Value ot Prodw,ta, Expenditures for Labor for lndian 

Territory Farm.a Classified Aocordi.1'g to T~ure and Principal Source of 
Income in 1900 

I •• 
Item 

e ClastifiGation bl Tenure . :: ~~ 
10wn-,-Part1&ners<t'.Mana-1Cash1Share1: Hau slfege•: 
ters aown-iand iJm.tgera aten .. :ten .. i: and ttablee,Fruitacstoo1upro- ston uu• 
I ,er• aanta l ,ent~uants . u15rairu ' ' tduotat '~~t 

Number farm, 23.2 1.,1 o.,.s 0 .. 5 19.5 55.4 32.9 1.1 o.s 22.4 o.9 38.9 0.1 
Num er acres in 25.l s.2 o., 15.,l 23.4 27~8 2lh9 0~4 0.2 53.-6 o.s 14.5 0,1 

fa.rm.a 
Total value of farm 28.0 s.s 0.4 11.s 23.5 50.3 25.-1 0.6 0.2 53.9 0,.9 11.2 0 .1 
property 

Value of farm and 26.,7 5.,5 o.s 10 .. 6 221!5 34,., 31.5 o.7 0113 46.0 0.6 20.1 0.1 
improvement• 

Value of buildings 41.5 3.3 0.6 3.7 15.5 35 •• 34.6 1.0 o.a u.a l.5 23 .. l 0.1 
Value of implements 28,3 2115 0.4 l,6 21.0 46.2 39,3 0.,9 o.s 30.l 0.9 26,4 .. 
am maohinetr 

Value of Uvtstook 26.8 8,5 0.4 14+3 26.l 23-.9 l,7.2 0.3 0.2 67.6 1.0 12,6 -
Value of produota 22.a 5.9 o.5 9.7 22.1 39.0 26.7 o.-9 o.3 42,7 0.1 27.0 0.1 
Amount expended for 28.9 6,5 o.6 7.6 22.s 33,S 35,2 1 .• 7 0.4 43.5 0,6 17,4 0.1 

labor 

Souroea Twelfth Oenau1 of United States, 1900, Bureau of Censu1., Vol, V, T, 16., PP• 254-255. 
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The value of land and buildinga per fa.rm.. in the Cherokee Nat ion in 

1900 na $903.00, and in the Cn,ek Natiou tl.624.00 per .farm. Implements 

and machinery were valued at $ 96 .. -34 per farm in the Cherokee Nation. and 

tao.41 in the Creek Nation. 

The value of land &nibuildinga in Molntoah" Muskogee, and Wagoner 

counties. were $1 .. 607.oo,.. $2.,o43.oo. and $4.252._oo,. respectively, in 

1935.- (Table 9 ) • But the alue.a for 19'M:> were McIntosh County $150.50. 

Muskogee County $182.11. and W•gone-J' County Jl57 . .43 per farm. 

Tab le 9 • lfuntbel'" of' Fanu ., Fa.nu with Bui l.ding& 
Acres in Fal'lDIJ~ and Values for Seiso-ted Items 
in the CherolcN and Creek IJJ!ian kt1ona in 

1'900 

Chen.be c Cre-ek 

Items s "l'ot.al a Value i Total : Value 
,, t Per Farm s : Per Farm 

Number of fanu 13,537 
Far.ms w1 th bui ldinga 13 -361 
Acres i n Farms 1.816~719 
Improved lam.. acres 1,165.-.061 
value o.f land and imp.ro•• 

ments (e~luding bldgs.) t 9.422.,.670 
value of buildings 2.ao2.,480 
value of implement.a and 
machinery 

Value e>f 11 wstock 
1,,30&~1.ae 
9.sso.aoa 

4.240 
4,.169 

1-.,395,.832 
2.98.858 

$696 t s,.944.~o 
201 943.400 

96.34 M0.930 
1os.21 e.2,s.oao 

80.41 
1,944.59 

Souroes !Weltth Gensus of the United states, u. s. D. c • ., Bur• of 
Census, 1900. vol. 5. 



hl>l•~ Peroen~• lkaber of Fann.era J.n Ea.eh Tenve 
Group Were o.t All Pal'lllffa AoCOl"dtng to Countlea. 

Ceuua Years 1910 to 1935 

1 t ' ' i 910 I 1,920 I 1926 l 1230 
I 

?-»In~h c~ 

T-otal numbeN 100 .. 0 100410 100.0 100.0 
o.ne.ra 19.5 23.9 22.1 14.,2 
Part ·Clwne.r• 3.7 a.e s.9 6.,-V 
Managfta .1 .2 .1 .s 
Te mm ta 76 .• V 67tt4 74.0 78.6 
Cash Tenants 9.0 ,.s 2.3 2.s 
Other Tenen ta 61. 6 62.,9 11.1 16.$ 

Muak!5e• Coue!z 
Total NUJliber• 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Omer• 26.3 28.9 2s.o 17.7 
Par't Own.era 6.9 11.0 8.4 10.3 

Manapra .4 .5 .2 •• Teunta 66-4 59.6 66.4 ?l,.,.5 
C&A1h Ttm&llta s.2 e.1 4 •. 4 5..,5 
Ot;her Tenanu 68.2 63-6 a.o 66.o 

!!i;~er Cm:m!z: 
I 

Total Numbera 100.-0- 100.0 100.-0 100.0 
Owners 11.s %1.2 M.e 14.--6 
Part OwmN 4.1 10.! ••e a.1 
Jlamgen .s .! .1 .a 
'l'enantl 16.0 6-s., '°·' 11.0 

Ce.ah Teunta 13.5 s., t~S 3.9 
other Temmtt M.6 S2.9 6"7.9 73.1 

f 

& 

Sovcea United Sta.tee Cemsua Vol. I, 1935• Vol~ II,-_ Part rt.-
lftih Cemul 19201 Vol_. VIX. 1910. 

1936 

100.0 
15.9 , 
s.1 
.1 

78.3 .. -
100.0 
18.9 
9.2 
.a 

71.'I --
100.0 

16.:1 
6.5 

•• 11.1 
• ... 

19301 



Tab le 11 • Percent.age Lam Operated by Farmers in Each 
Group Was Qf Total Land in Counties. Census Years 

1910 to 1935 

-, I- I I-

• . - . SlO, f 1920 t 1928 ' l930 

Ke Into-sh County 

Total Numbers 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Owners. 29.9 25.l 24.2 13.2 
Part Owners - 11 .. a 6.2 10.a 
Managers .2 ;.6 .. 2 1.6 
Ten.ante 69.9 62.5 69.3 74.4 
Cash Tenants s.1 2.6 2.4 · 
other Tenants - 57.4 66.8 12.0 

Musko~ee County 

Total Numbers 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
OWnei"s 44.4 29.9 25.0 14.9 
Part Owners - 16 ... 6 12.3 14.9 
Managers ;,6 1,.5 • 7 " 1.9 
Temmts ss.o s2_,.e 62 O 68.2 

Cash Tenant, - 6.,1 4.1 5.4 
Other Tenants 45.9 57.9 62.8 

W~oner Coun:!?l 

Total Numbers 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Owners 32 •. 4 21.7 25.8 14 •. 6 
Part Own.era 19 .. 5 9.5 ll.,2 
Managers 1.0 2.6 4.4 3.1 
Tenanta 66 •. 6 66__.2 60.:s· 68.l 

Cash Tenants 5 • .6 3.5 48.0 
Other Tenants 50.7 .. , 513.B 63.3 

Sources United. S-tates Censut:,. Vol • . I . ., 1935s Vol. II,, Part II., 
Cenaua 19201 Vol. VII,. 1910. 

32. 

I 

1935 

100.0 
15.1 
10,.0 

.2 
73.7 -

100 .. 0 
17.6 
14.3 

.7 
67 .. 6 

--

100.0 
15.7 
11.a 

5 •. 1 
67.4 

l930J 14th 



inonaaed, end the percentage of l8l3d in e.JOops 

rnulta of an area's being settled. After aettlement of the area ad.di-

tiona.l peo.ple took lands as tenants with the h<1pea that they would be 

able to buy f&l"DUS. Then tena.noy increased. 

Data on i-rt cnmers are not a-vail&ble f:or 1910. but in 1920 the 

proportion of the land operated by pit.rt owners was greater than that 

controlled by other tenure groups.. High land values ot the -.ar period 

practically prohibited the ~roha4e Gt additional lands to increase the 

size of the farm unit,.. as a reault the tar.men rented adjoining lands to 

increase the farm busimas to & more eooncaical size., 

---Size ef Fa.rma i The trem in numbel" of farms was upn.rd 1910 to 1935. 

At the same 'time the percentage of land in farms has ,aried up am ,do,m. 

This has resulted in w.rlationa in the size ot f!arma from census year to 

eenaua year• (Table 12 ) • 

As would be expected in A.re& 9, the tU'DIB as a rule are anall. This 

is plrtly to be attributed to the fact that reatricting Indians f'rom dis• 

posing of the homestead or 40 acres tor aeveral yee.ra hu tended to in-

creaae the number of 40 acre fa.rma • Slightly fewer than one-third of 

the far.ms are in the group 20 to 49 a.erea. ('f8.ble 12) • The next size 

group .• 50 to 99 acres~ the group which includes the 80 acre farms, baa 

a lightly more than one-third- of. tl:le ,(a.npa • The group .100 to 174,. which 

inc ludea the 120 t_o 160 :S.c~ .tabn, ;. ~is J"'Otlghly 22 percent of the farms. . . . . . . 
' . ~ - ... 

Occasionally there are 'f'owid large mead.on or large farms owned by . . . . . . . . . . . . - . 
one operator on the :p:rair.ie. ~ ... ~ 1r.t 't~1r -rough lands often larger 

acreages will be held by one operator for grazing purpoeea. 

The general rule, especially along the creeks, rivers.- and ewn on 

the rolling lands as indicated by the average value of equipment and 

machinery used in the Creek and Cherokee Nations in 1900. is for one 



Table 12. Percentage or Total Mcintoah, Muskogee, and Via.goner County 
Farms 1n Ee.oh Size Group for Census Years 1910 to 1955 

' 
1NUDibeJ' ,Average, 1 

. I L . I 

: f'ar:irur I dz e t terval• in a.ores 
f tUmffl 3,.; t 10- • • oo- I 17 • l 260- I 00-

I I • 3 1 9 t 19 ; I 171 I 269 s 499 I 999 

McIntosh Coun:!:Z 

1910 . 2,785 84.3 · .14 1.,0 3.09' 33.14 . 34 .. 00 22.19 3e73 l.94 .32 
1920 ;3,44& 88.,l .06 i:.10 2.00 32.85 36 .• 14 22.12 3.91 2.23 .41 
1925 4,422 78,.'1 - .as 3.21 36.39 35.39 · 20.11 3.,33 1.55 .12 
1930 3i511 90.1 .so l.99 4.75 25,56 35.94 23 .• 68 4.61 2.33 .43 
1935 3.,tlO 96.7 - )..36 2.55 26.,0l 36 •. 60 25.48 4.52 2.e2 .so 

Mul!~o,ee Coun~ 

1910 $,19? 100.s .06 1.sa s.u 29.14 33.,21 20.46 4.67 4.07 1.03 
1920 :3,.631 9{i.5 .ll 1.oe 3.71 29,.34: 32~31 21.75 s.~2 4.33 .ss 
1925 B.9S8 78,S .03 3t06 6.14 31.-94 34,.66 17.,91 3.94 leB9 .30 
193() 4,4sr 86.5 1.25 3.08 4.99 27.93 33,01 21.26 5,10 2,70 .58 
1935 4,480 88.8 .1a 4.68 6,23 25i'87 32.63 21.81 s.20 211190 .40 

Wagoner 

19l.O 2,713 99.7 .15 hl8 4.64 26.72 25,.65 23.22 s.01 3.24 ,81 
1920 2,453 114.6 .04 1.39 3.06 29.76 26.46 24.-.62 7.26 a.1a 1.22 
1925 2.936 89.9 - 3,71 6•13 30.66 30,70 21.06 4.40 2,46 .68 
1930 3,154 91.B .10 2.66 4,60 32.06 29.84 21.94 5.39 2.13 .44 
1935 3,252 94.0 .03 5.14 a.98 28.94 27.64 22,26 4.98 3 •. 04 .65 

I 

• .,A.hove 
: 

.04 

.. l'T 

.11 

.15 

.47 

.20 

.is 

.11 

.20 

.37 

.45 

.31. 

.25 

.34 

Souroe, United States Census, Vol . I 1935; Vol. II, Part II, l9S0J 14th Census l920J Vol. VII, 1910. 
CA 
IJ:>. .. 



35. 

operator .to control a small farm dev-oted to cotton and corn chiefly. 

Machinery and equi:pnent per ta.rm. was -valued at $80 .. 41 and $96.30 in these 

two nations respeetiwly. Machinery and equi:pnent per farm increased in 

w.lue until 1920. then Nached a low for value per farm in 1925,. but by 

1930 had increased again to about 60 to 80 peroent of the 1920 -value. 

Corn and other grains grown ohietly as feed for 11 ves tock were the 

pr1ncipa.l crops. in the Indian Nation. Therefore, heavy investments were 

wmeceaea.ry. But the period 1910 to 1920, was a period of a:pe.nsion in 

agricultu~ t.o mee,t the war-time d'tlllalld and as a Nault of price intla• 

tion and hi.gh pi-.icea to; teed and -i'<> products.. Good prices p&1d the 

tamers well~ and some money was spent for 4'quipaent to make more crops; 

their implements and machinery in~etmants increaa-ed accordingly. 

A.fter the war.- pr1cea aluaped.. Farmers had bought high priced 

equiIJ119nt am were now p&ying tor it with low priced products• Conse

quently a dec....,ae ot . aore than t 100.00 per fal".II. in equipaent and machin.

eey occurred . troll 1920 to 1935. 

The aohbery bought in 1920 would 110t last always. am,, too• the 

reoowry and good time••· 1927 and 1929, encouraged buying of farming 

e.quipn,ent~ Again the 1930 cemua report showed an increase in ma.chine1"1 

and e~1pment w.luea per tam in Muabgee • McIntosh. am Wagoner countie-s. 

Poaaibly the shift to wheat in 1920 had something to do 111 th incNa.aed 

equipment inwatment 1n 1920. 

land and building •lues inc.reaaed to a peak in 1925 in Muakogee, 

and lleintosh oountie11 am contiwed to ine:reaae ste.dily in Wagoner 

c.ounty. (Table 13 )• Probably the increase in aize of f'arms accounts 

tor the per farm 'Value increue. According to the 1930 c•naua; the 

heaviest 1nwatmenta per ta.rm were in orop specialty ~nu, animal 

apecialty fal'JDS,. and dairy .farms n-.xi 1n order. However,. the greatest 
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DKV'~LOPMENT OF TYPES OF FARMING 1900 TO 1935 

The development o:t terming 1n thtt Indian Territory up to the first 

Census report on the Indian Territory was traeed in an early section. 

This section will be devoted to the changes that have occurred :t'rom 1900 

to the pre.sent time. 

Data are available to trace the changes that have occurred in the 

tenure status of farmers. both by number of terms, and by seres operated 

by each tenure group. ( Tables 10 and 11 ) • 

The fact th.et the percentage ot ownership hu shown a net decrease, 

both in numbers and in seres controlled trom 1910 to 1956, ia pertinent 

at the present time when so much is being said in regard to the tenancy 

problem. Beginning with 1910 ,he aTerage acreage operated by owners for 

McIntosh, lduakogee , and Wagoner counties was. r ough.17, about one-third of 

the total farm land. 

'l'he trend in Gwnerahip ot ferJll.8 wes upward from 1910 to 1920, and 

t hen en actual deonaee occurred f'rom 1920 to 1930, but ihere was en. in

crease again to 1935. 1.be increase, however, was not as great proportion

ally as the increase in number ot :t'ene or tenant operated f arms, hence, 

the percentage of f arms operated by tenants was downward from 1920 to 

1930. From 1930 to 1935 there wes en increase in percentage or terms 

operated by owners. 

Type-ot-f'arming Area 9 in Eastern Oklahome. us opened to deTelop

mmt after 1907. Thenceforth the deYelopment es th.e result o economic 

forces unhampered as they had been by restrictions on the Indian l auds. 

AJs pointed out above, the owner operator tenure of farms in Area 9 

was, rougbl:,, one-third of the number of t"arms. The country was new end 

the lands just being opened gave good yields. But as population increased, 

the number ot farms increased, the percentage of land in farms 



Table 13. Value or Land and Bu.ildillga. and Implements and llaohinery per 
Farm for Creek and Cherokee Nation• 1900. and Muskogee; Moiuto,h, 

Wagoner Counties, Cen1us Years 1910-1936 

1 I I 1 S t 

& 1900 $ 1910 t 1920 I 1926 t 1930 I 1935 

Creek Nation 
Value land end building• 1. 626 
'value implement• ani maohinery 80.,41 

Cher!kee Nation 
'Va0 u.e tana e'na buil41J,ga 
Value implements and maohiner"y 

Mcin.tQah ,county 
Value 1and JJld buildings 
V•lue implements and machinery 

Muskoge~ CounSY; 
Value iaiid and building• 
Value implement, and maohinery 

wa,i,ner: Countz 
&lue ieiiA and buildings 

Value implements and maehiner;y 

903 
96.-34 

1.1,a 
70.06 

s •. ao:, 
9$.,,73 

2,713 
84.,2 

4.486 3,286 2,671 
240.8'1 143.73 130..-50 

1;607 
]/ 

6,181 3,953 3.610 
285,61 170,44 1821111 

2,043 
y 

2,,453 2,935 3,154 
313.65 111.89 16'1-43 

3,262 y 

Source, Unitecil States Cen,ua. Vol. I, l$35r Vol. II, Part II, 1930• 14th Census l920J Vol, VII, 1910a 
12th Census 1900,. 

'J:I Not available. 
(A 
~ 

• 
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per aere ,alue was on crop specialty am poultry tams in Wagoner County. 

McIntosh County had the lowest awrage •lue P3r acre., Wagoner County 

next, and. Muskogee County Mg.be.at .for land and buildings in 1930.. These 

data are not a•1lable fo.r 1935• 

Wld Usea I.am use ahowa thl"lle de-finite movements in Area 9 from --
1930 to 1935. (T&ble 14 }. 

Increase in PGPtllation and expansion of agriculture from 1900 to 

1930 resulted in more intena1w •• of agricultural land 1n. Area 9 .. 

(fable 14). The pet"Qext:tage ot land in &ma increased from 1910 to 1920. 

But there was a reaction to follow the war which resulted 1n a decreaae 

in fa.r.ma. ewn below the 1910 figures tor McIntosh,. MualcogN. and Wagoner 

counties. During the war• cry for ~ed and food products brought land in-

to uae that -.as later abandoned as being unprofitable-. 

The increae.e in land in ta.rma f'l"Glll 1930 to 1936 was not the rea12lt 

of good prices tor thla period but 1fllS in . larg• measure the result of 

the Great Depresaion. Itlduatrial ae.tivi.ty was reduced to a minimum and 

people out or jobs tur:rwtd to the farms tor aomething to carry them until 

they could go to work again. 1'bie waa a ba11,k to the farm movement re-

ault1ng fl'Oll lack of b•tter altel"Jl&ti-ve opportunities. 

Yet there la another tendenoy t-.t is noticed from the table.. The 

per"C"entage of farm land in eropa :lnereaaed te 1920,. and than deoreaaacl 

to 19SS. The influence of the gowrmaental regulations ta., a.s yet,. dif' ... 

ticult t.o measure., and lack of autfic1ent de.ta J'.l&bta that e.na.lyais 1m• 

pqsa1ble here. 

Cropping Systemas !he area conaidered 1n this st'\Xly has t.he natural 

factors f&vonble enough to grow practically a~ crop that is g1'0Wn in 

Oklah~·· Yet. the area is oharaeterbed by a. rather definite system of 

farming. 



Table 1._ Percentage 0£ Land in Farms, Peroenta.ge ot 
Fani Land Improved 1910 and 1920. and Perc~age 

ot Farm Land in Crops 1926. 1930• and 1935 

t ' i 

i 1910 · t 1920 l 1925 i 19~ 

Molnt9sh Co2!z 

Percen't of land in t.arm• 65.5 67.0 59.4 69.9 
Perofflt at tarm. land 1m ... 
proved OF in oropa , 64.9 1:s.1 70.4 63.9 

Musk5ee County , 

Percent of land in tam.a 61~6 66.8 59.9 74.5 
Pereent ·or term l.md 1m-
proved ' or in c r op& 6'1.,S 74,'19 10.1 6'1.5 . 

Wagoner County 

Percent ot lend in farm.a 77.5 ao.1 13.0 80.l 
Percent of' farm land im-
proved or in crop• 78.8 73 .. 0 66.2 64.8 

Source, United States. Census, Vol. I, l936J Vol. II, Part 
14th Cen.aus 1920& Vol., VII, 1910. 

I , 

i l9S6 

12.s 

75.3 

76.,4 

46.9 

84'46 

60.9 

I I , 1930; 



Table 15. Proportion o:t Land in Selected Crops for Census Yeare 1909 to 1934 
in McIntosh, Muskogeo, and Wagoner Counties 

rffarleyi I I s Sorshum t Oatt I I •Vege-tables 
Counties t Cot .. , ·• ,tor-• 1 :Un'.. ' ' end I ,Alfalfa: Iri•h a Sweet I fOI" 

t ton 4Wheat1 Corn,age :GrainiThrashedtthraahedaRze 1 Hay 1 1 potatoes ipotatoee • sa!• 

1909 
McIntosh 27,5 .1 51.3 K ,4 :s.o t 4.1 ]f .3 .1 .4 
Muskogee 12,9 ¥ 38.9 .,5 1.2 9e3 .1 1.8 .1 .4 
Wagoner 14,4 .5 37,1 ¥ ¥ 2., '7.6 y .6 ¥ .4 

1919 
Jlolntosh 34 .• 3 2.0 25.4 l.4 .1 16,1 .1 s.s .3 .l .1 !I 
Muskogee 24.1 5.6 18.1 1.s .2 es.a .1 11~7 1.1 ,8 .2 ,l 
Wagoner 19,6 16,5 11.1 1.5 .3 26.4 .2 e.s 1.0 .:s .1 !I 

1924 
McIntosh 46,2 ,3 :n.3 1.8 .4 7.0 1.1 K s.9 .3 .2 .1 .1 
Muskogee 45.0 1.1 2e.2 1.s .7 10.s l-.6 8.3 . ., 1.4 .l .3 
Wagoner 33.5 3.;6 25+3 1.2 .a 11.5 1,9 .1. 10.s .4 .4 .1 .1 

1929 

McIntosh 39.7 .1 35,5 .7 ,6 3,1 1.4 t 3,4 .2 .4 .1 .1 
Muskogee 36,9 .1 32.0 .9 .a s.1 1.6 f a.a .6 2_.1 .2 .a 
Wagoner 35.4 2.0 31,0 .7 1.0 7.5 1.3 7,.2 .4 .1 .1 .1 

1934 

McIntosh 21.0 ~ 22.s 2.2 1.0 2.a 1.3 .4 6.6 .2 .. s .. 1 .2 
Mueskogee 37.5 30.7 4.6 1.9 a.a 2.,8 .1 19.4 l,B 1 •. 1 .3 .4 
Wagoner 22 .. 9 1.3 19.8 .6 1.9 11.4 1.6 '}/ 15.o 1.0 1+3 .1 .1 

Sources United States Census, Vol. I, 1935s Vol. II, 19301 Part II Southern Statos, l925J 14:th Census 
1920; Vol. VII, 1910. 

!:/ Less than one tenth percent. 

~ 
() 

• 



we have seen that in early ate.gee of developnent the Indians were 

corn growers a.Di livestock :raisers. 

As the country became more settled and other crops. were brought in. 

corn still was a crop that waa needed for :teed and food. and at the same 

time it fitted in well with the other crops. therefore; it continued to 

be one of the n9.jor erope~ 

For emm.ple on a corn and cotton farm in Eastern Oklahoma. the corn 

is planted from March 1 to March 20. 'l'he corn is then up and cultivated 

once before eottc;,n is planted. a.bout the middle of April. The corn ia 

cultivated again and then cotton worked out. In this way the two crops 

complement each other 1n the use of labor and equipnentJ as the same 

equipnent ia ueed to cultivate both ootton and corn., 

41 • . 

About 1907 alfalfa wu introduced into Eastern Oklahoma and is sti 11 

grown to some extent in the bottom laJlda.. Muskogee County still produces 

alfalfa; in 1935 there waa 1,.8 peroent of the crop land in "this crop• 

Wagoner County reached the peak acreage in 1919 with 2.044 acres. 

Alfalfa 1a a crop that grows beat on the fertile bottom lands. It 

fits in well with the cott.on and corn ayetem- of far.ming because it is 

seldom e-wr ready to harvest until the cotton has been worked. out and 

corn "laid by" .. 

Oats flt into the cropping ayat«m well• because oats are sown in 

either fall or spring 'When the .work is not 1n oontliot with other farm 

operations. However. the harvest of oats comes about the same time 

that cotton needs to be hoed in that section of the State. 

Grain sorghums tit into the farming operations because grain sorg

hums will do very well if planted any time during the spring. 

Potatoes were at one time one of the principll crops in the vicinity 

of Fort Gibaon• but due to lack of narkets potatoes are not extensi wly 



grown in that area. Other vegetable crops are planted 1n small pLtchee 

with the exception of an oceaaiona.l. truck farm. The 1930 cenaua listed 

four farms as truck farma in Muskogee• Molntosn. and Wagoner counties. 

Thus 1n the ma.in. the type of farming tha.t exists in Area 9 1s 

bued on one major source of income• more ~erally cotton~ and then 

corn is gnnm to feed the livestock which oonaists of 2.4 to 2.3 head 

of horses per 100 acres of crop land 1n 1935; 2.6 to 2-.8 head of mules J 

and 12..3 to 13_.5 head of eatt.161 7-_3 to 6..1 head of milk cows. and 

about 60 to 65 head ot ehiolmtm i:er 100 acrea of crop land in 1935• ac

cording to the 1935 census of Agr:ic-ul tare.. ( Table 16). 'fhe 1950 Census 

listed 53 animal spee.ial ty farms for McIntosh County 66 for Muskogee 

County and 54 in Wagoner County. For these animal specialty farms the 

munbe:r of hee.d of live-stock pe-r fa.rm a.wrai;ed e.pproxim.tely 26 head per 

fa.rm more than the a-verage munber o.f all farms. 

Number ot 11 veatock toUow rather regular eyoles • yet the cyclical 

mo'ftlll:Snt of livestock numbers influences the farm organization at the 

~rticular time. 

There is one develo11D9nt that .is obvious. From 1910 to 1936 the 

trend in horse numbeN waa d-Oll'lllllU"d.. (f!,ble 16). Howewr •. tram a 

relathvly h1gh point 1910 the number of cattle increased to a peak in 

the early twentia. while the number of head 0£ cattle per 100 acres 

crop land decreased for Area 9• as shown in Table 16),. This is prob b• 

ly due to the i:mrease in acres in crop land for the same period .. The 

law figures for 1925 o:oincide with the cycle of numbers, am again the 

increase in number of head of all cattle per 100 acres of crop land for 

1935 is with the up swing of the cycle. 

42. 

The trend in hog numbers was up to a peak in the years 1910 to 1920, 

thus showing re·latbely large numbers of hoga per 100 acres crop land in 



Table 16 • Number of Livestock Per 100 AGres Crop 
Land in 14ointGSh. Muskogee, and Wagoner Counties 

for Census Yea.rs 1910 to .1935 

J : & 

• 1910 :l . 1920 I ;\!~5 t 1930 

McIntosh Coua~ 

Horses 4.6 3.5 3.5 2 •. , 
Mules 2.0 2.a . 3.5 3.,5 
All . c~ttle 11.1 8..'7 6 .• 8 5.9 
Milk cows 3.8 2.9 2.5 2.9 
Hogs 11.1 10.0 1.1 7.8 
Sheep .. .05 .1 
Chickens 57 .• 1 60.5 74.2 61.4 

Muak2f?ee coentz 

Horses 4.3 3.8 a.a 2.9 
Mules 2.1 2.5 3.4 3.2 
All 0-at tle l4.9 11.s 7.4 7.7 
)(ilk Offlll8 4.0 5.2 2.5 3.5 
Hog• 10.0 10.1 6.3 7.3 
Sheep .1 .2 • .l 
Chickens 48.9 60.,3 78.2 65.5 

We.gol!lar .County 

HQrses 3.5 3.7 3.7 2.9 
Mules 1.9 2.2 3.1 s.1 
All cattle 12.9 s.s 7,.7 7.5 
.lifilk cows 2-.4 2.0 2.2 3.2 
Hoga 9.6 8.'I 6.6 6.6 
ShE1$p wl .1 .3 
Chiokena 47 .• 5 54.,2 78..5 11.a 

Sources United State• Census .• Vol •. I, l935J Vol. II. Part II. 
Census 19201 Vol. VII. 1910. 

1935 

2.3 
2.9 

1~.3 "--
6.l 
l.3 
.5 

60 .. 4 

2.4 
2.a 

13 .• 6 
7.3 
6.6 

63.2 

Z.4 
2.5 

13.-2 
6.9 
6.4 
.3 

65.9 

l 930J 14th 
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Area 9 for these yean. The decrease in numbers of hogs per 100 a.erea of 

crop lam atter 1920 is a elose correlation w1 th, t he downward trend in 

hog numbers ot this period. 

'l'he decrease 1n hog numbers i:er 100 acres crop land (Table l&), 

corresponds relatiwly cloaely with itle decrease 3,n proportion of crop 

lam in corn for eensua years. (Table 15). 

The mowment of the C)'Cle of hog and cattle mmbere in response to 

price changes i• b•yoal the aoope of this problem.. Bowewr. to the ex• 

tent price changes cauae ctanges in the nwaber ot li wstoolc auffioiant 

to influenc-e the a-ereages ot crope it 1111at be rec.ognised in this a'bldy .•. 



45. 

Future developnent in taJ"Ining types in Area 9 will continue during 

the next decade 'Very lal"gely in the same general direction as baa been 

described i:n thia atudy. That is. ot oourae• barring too much inter-

£erenoe by regulation am reatriction from the gowrmnent. Bowewr., 

govenllllental regulation .appears now to be a f s.otox- that must be recog-

nised in aldng any fonoa.et of the t\t.ture. But it is alao true that 

to be auooemsf\11 and continue ~ program mwst 'be in aocol"Cl with the 

natural. achantages of any are&. Therefore. lt ia the opinion of 'the 

writer that regulatione w111 not alter •terulq the type of farming 

that hlla developed under- tree operation o£ economic force.a. 

As ha• been stated by farmers themaelwa in Eastern Oklahoma. 

"they can :E&Y more taxes,, debts. ·and operating expenses with cotton 

than any other crop." \'flf!rch seeu to dictate that cotton will con-

tinue t o be tha chief cash crop for sane timeJ because 1t appears un-

likely that the entire distribution am •rating structure ean be 

o.bang«J. •. 

Emiiiaaia ta being placed mre ud more on c&nSenation of the 

natural resources.., ••pecially the soil.. Such emphasi.a is slow to 

ahow reau).ta because of the taot that the agrioul~ral plant must 

,ort can be directed ton.rd conaena.-

tiou. Li,w pricea:a mobility of tenants•· and the general low standarde 

that exiat already are forces that tem to minimize deviation from the 

general trend in farming dewlopaent. Under preaent conditions there 

la general agreement that govermnental regulation to be continued must 

be subsidized. 

~ 
Tenancy as an :tnsti tution ls nat an evil as long as the propor- \ 

) 
tion of tenancy is not too great. Juat what would conatitute temnoy 

I 
; 

i 
i 
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out of proportion to what the latad would support is que•tionable. Ye~ 
', 

\ 

under pre.sent price and yield conditions of Eastern Okl&homa .• the land \ 
i 
i 

1a not deaire.ble tor inwatment purpoaea., nor ie the income au.tfioient J 

I to aupPort absentee cnmerehipi ther.tore• it appears quite 11Dly ._t 1 

the proportion of owner• •. ill contilllle 'be increase or at lee.st remaµi / 

~ L/ at &bout the preaent levei.. 

Natural ocmditiom in .AN& 9 1-.-.or ootten productl.on,. yet. not to 

the extent that mechanization of GP,ration 1s poasible. ·Thus it appears 

quite likely that the size ot ta.rma will remain relatiffly pall. An op

posing toree h&s been pointed out already. wa of fertility and de

crease in yields per acre, along with lower prices will neeeatiarily 

mean larger units to pay the operating expense• and aupport a family. 

And in 'dew ot these d.evelepaents it is the opin1on of the writer that 

the a-n,rage air.e 0£ fa.nu will l"tllllllUn .about the present acreage during 

the next decade• poHibly increue slightly. 

There will poseibly be aa inonue in the nwaber of farm.a 1n the 

larger size g:roups • as a reault ot combination of sub-marginal farms 

into liveatook farms with gN*ter aereagea .farmed less intenaiwly. 

But thia will be o:f'£aet ~y .further breaking down of the better lands as 

aa.na. of' .Feaent oper&tol"a JIIU'l"1 and st.a.n 1-.rming,. 

Specialized farming, such aa dairy p-oduotion, truck farming. 

poultry raising has aince 1920 reeei-.ed eJ1COun.ge119n't. In 1936. 25.8 

oarlota of potatoes, a:nd 14 of spinach wen shipped out of lhtakogeo 

County, and tour earlota 0-t potatoes 1'9N •hipped out of We.goner 

22/ Peter Nelson. !Am . Te!:lUN .Probleu in Oklahona. Current Farm 
- Economic•, Okla. Agri. Esper., s&:..- Stilln'.ter. Oklahoma. vol. 

10, No. 4, Aug. 1937. 
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,a. 
Th1a ls a tendeney. but juat haw strong it i in intluenoing the 

type of t'aftling of an ·&rea ca.tm.O't be aured• The opinion .of the 

writer 1• that the next deeade will .aee yvy little otange 1n the type 

of fanning of Area 9. other than those pointed out. Unhlaa, o£ coune. 

the go~nt through aubaidy ehangea the tfpe of fat'lling there. bu1" 

thia appears quit tmllbtly .. 

One O'th.er ctewloJ;IDIU'lt -poselbl.7 will be noticed in the :tu1Nre1 am 

that 1• wt.th all the ~r-,gtma em ·eclumrtional ca:apu.gn to pn;otlu 

conaeration.s there will libly be a tendency tor ac,res 1n legumes to 

show some inoreaae. 

In concluaion 1 t might be add that nataral taoton or .A.Na 9 ue 

p&rli.llOllfl.t ind~ the type of~. Raintall in the ee.rl)r spring 

1*Jdtl to liad:t the eue o:f orop aoreage one nan oan succea1a.tull;y ham.le. 

Thie 1 a eapeolal ly true of cotton. 

u wu poiated out in the introduotion the topoge.~ far the 110s• 

pt.ri is bl'Obn by etreeaa and ewn the pra1rl.e lands 1t1"9 rolling. which 

operates w llmlt laJ,ge eoale meohaniud tanning. Thua th• preduot1on 

0£ crops will be eonfined l'8la~Tely mall tama. 
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Table 17. Aorea in Each or Selected Crop, for Census Year1 1909 to 1934 for 
Jlclntoah, Muskogee, and Wagoner Cow;1tiea, Oklahoma 

, 1 , • • Sorghum,- a Oat, · 1Bar.;.1 , 1 a • 
CountiessCotton I Wheat, Corn • for•1Grain1Tlu-ash-1Un- aley a s Alf•1Iri1h~SweetaVegetables 

t t s age t ted tthraah•tand , Hay s alf'aapota-,pota•tfor se.le 
a , . J ., • 1ed ,Rye a 1 1toe1 a,toea .• 

1909 

McIntosh 41.934 94 72,212 22 684 4.,602 'lf 15 6.,2,1 4i 465 78 606 
Muskogee 28,018 106 84,535 348 1,125 6.,983 2 20,277 303 3.883 166 907 
Wagoner 26,705 930 73,952 91 80 4.,771 22 14,973 701,126 71 628 

1919 
McIntosh · '76,834 4;583 56.978 3,176 271 36.,1231/ 286 12,207 611 231 262 37 
Muskogee 62,656 14,534 46.,729 4,736 511 61,872 277 30,515 2,871 2,017 606 284 
Wagoner 40,278 33,821 35,133 3,015 588 64,1'10 510 17,991 2,044. 530 150 32 

1924 
I 

506 59,356 Mointoah 87,589 3,477 7,t() 13,204 3,283 20 7,459 521 312 116 131 
Muskogee 98,535 2.,317 67,337 3,224 1,589 22,985 3,321 202 18,068 1,668 3,10'7 283 6'73 
Wagoner 58,530 6,211 44,261 2,012 1,334 20,099 3,25-4 98 18.,.0'73 775 714 111 159 

1929 

Mo In to ah 80,236 173 71,931 1,336 1,209 6,217 2.884 17 6,849 345 730 260 212 
Muekoge·o 96,557 1,746 83,780 2,392 2,087 13,787 3,953 9 22,687 l,698 6.616 514 724 
Wagoner 66,351 3,792 58,144 1,400 1,794 14,099 2,471 3 131639 752 1,374 19'1 169 

1934 
Me In to eh 52,lSl 83 66,739 6.,400 2,501 6,538 3,32'1 954 16,916 579 S45 284 386 
Muakogee 70,004 1,734 67,339 8,566 3,462 16,604 5,178 130 36,283 3,326 3,239 469 724 
Wagoner 42,607 2,600 36,843 1,099 3,572 21,138 2,998 76 27,862 1,770 2,428 262 243 

, , 

Sources United States Census, Vol. I , 19361 Vol. II, 1930J Part II, Southern States, 1925; 14th Census, 
1920J Vol . VII, 1910• ,J:-

tO . 



Table 18., Aorea Operated by Fanier• in F.e.ch Tenure 
Groups According to Countiea1 Census Yea.re 1910 

to 1935 

' .. t • 
l 1910 ;t 19!0 l 1925 • 1930 

Mclntoah Couatz 

Total Farm Lancl 234.88'1 303.15' 269.301 136,,712 
Owners 70,320 76,298 65,,27S 41,,764 
Pa.rt Owners 35,,829 16.,.629 34.,200 
Manager• 393 1,673 6:60 t,,999 
Tenanta 164,,174 189.,964 1.86, 739 235,749 
Cash Tenante 15,,395 6,,73.0 7,,684 
other Tenants 174,,659 180.,009 228,,065 

Musko,5ee CoU!l::!I'. 

tot&l. Farm Land 320,,891 341,.884 312,,078 387:.92-9 
Own.era 142,319 104,,143 77,913 57,,876 
Part On.era 57.,701 38,,411 57,,825 
Menagera 1.,952 5.158 2,194 7,.528 
Tenants 176,620 180,,882 193,6.60 264,,700 

Cash Tenants 21,201 12,732 20,..926 
other Tenants 159,,615 180,,828 243,774 

Wagoner Coun;w 

Total Fam Land 270,471 281,,666 263,,788 298,,491 
OWnera 81,816 61.,153 67,,965 43,640 
Part Ownera. - 54.8'2.l 25,052 33,4154 
Manage?'• 2,,610 7,,212 11.,560 9,,228 

.Tenants 180,045 156~380 159,.211 203.,182 
'Cash. Tenant, 15,659 9.,250 14,182 
other Tenants • 142,.721 149,,961 189,00'1 

So~o•• United Sta.tea Census. Vol. I, 1935s Vol. II,, Pa.rt 
14th Cenaua l920J Vol. VII, 1910. 

50. 

s 
I 1935 

329,,907 
51.966 
33,,058 
l,,811. 

243.082 

398,,045 
69,,465 
56.,772 

2,,678 
269,,130 -

306,766 
47,,993 
36.124 
15.,661 

205,968 

II. l930J 



Table 19. Tenure Status ot Farmers,. Oenaua 
Year• 1910 to 1936 

' • I I 

1910 I 1920 l 1925 I 1930 

J,!cintoth Coun:: 

Total 2,186 3,449 3,.422 3,.607 
Owners 544 823 766 501 
Part Own.era 103 296 132 234 
Manager• 2 7 2 18 
Tenant• 2.,136 2,323 2,532 2,764 
Cash Tenants 252 1S4 77 82 
other Tenants 1.884 2,169 2,.455 2,682 

Muskogee . C oun:ty 

Total 3,192 3.631 3,.958 4,.487 
Owners 839 1.,020 988 796 
Part Owners 221 388 332 464 
Managers 13 18 7 19 
Tenants 2,. 119 2,.105 2,631 3,208 
Cash Tenanta 262 215 176 246 
other Tenants 1,857 1,890 2,465 2,962 

Wagoner Co,mty 

Total 2,713 2,.453 2,935 3,154 
Owners 476 619 729 461 
Part Owners 112 250 250 256 
Me.nag@a 9 6 4 9 
Tenant a 2,116 l,.678 2,066 2,428 

Ca.ah Tenanta 365 134 73 124 
other Tenant• 1,751 1,544 1,993 2,304 

51. 

• 
I 1936 

3,410 
542 
194 

4 
2,670 

4,460 
845 
413 

11 
3,211 

3,.252 
510 
210 
12 

2,.520 

s~uroea United States Oenaus, Vol. II, Part II, 1930; 14th Censua 1920,. 
Vol . VU, 19101 Vol. I, 1935. 



B lBLIOORAP".dY 

t::.• ) a., t.:, . 

s. • Bunau ot c.um. United -----$!!1!!1a-..&i-":!'cffl .......... ...... §!""'~.-fa¥#!--..... tu.re. • 19U., Vol .• Il• ii.rt 2i, 
unI'Q staii GiivmiiiiiE M~ orttoe. 1Jaah1Dp:m. 
D• a •• 19Se. 

9. United States Deiart,mlnt oe Agncultun. Bureau ot Agr1oultar&l 
Eoonomlcae Ctrlot Shipmmta o.t Pruita IU14 Vegetabl•• 
From Station.a 1n the. Unlted Sta tea,. Caleniar Year 19~6., 
wu~ton. D. c ... 1938. 



z. fboburn,. Jonph B AJ-~ Hutoa of ~111' Vol\1118 I. 
American HGG, • ~ioJili;:leir ta£ 1§1&. 

a. FOUi I 0.. Gl'Ulti. .nw Civlw.4 Tr,lbN~ Uulwral1y 01' Oklahoma 
Pnu. "-iii. &Q;.;. 1'§a. 

1. elson• ~. tto.ogn.pbl-.1 Varabllii;y 1n 17pes of F&J!JaiDg 1n ,-
OJtlahcw,-•" Cul'Nllt F•ra I.OQn.Qudo•• VoluM 9• l,. -
Jebftl&l7 1916,, ~ . Apleiltun.l ~..s..mt S1*.~k,u 
S~11llrate~« Oklir.~. 

a. lfelaon. ~. ·•t.tm4 ·Teraan Pmo1-a 1n Okl.alu,a.• eunen.t !U'll ~ 
loonamlu• voi..t 10. No. •• ~t 19&1 • Clklah01a Apl
oulbiral Exper'inlltn'b s .. t1on., st11-1-.ter,. oklah--.. 

s. ElllStllDrtb.-. J• o,.. amt 'Blllot.t,, F F •• "1.'.JPIJ• o~ P&mh,g In -Okla
~•· Bull9'1D . . 1a1. °'klahcma Agrtou1turel. &xPl,d• 
•nt. StlllnteP • Oklabom• 1929-. 

4. r~ GJ'IUlt .• "l'l'lie ecrbtnmal ot ~ Glh•••* Ohronicle• of 
OklaholM., y, -i.. It., Okla.boa Ht•tmil•l Sod*'1°~ 
Oklabma Cl.t,y • CICJahoml• 19K•. 

5.- Nelaon, Peter• "Land tenure and A.gr ioult.ural Cot111ern.tiou, " Cur• 
rent Farm Econom1oa, Vol. 11,. No. 2. April l9S8, Agri. 
Exper • . ata .. , Stillwat•. 



~le lloD.tgODtt"y 
and 

T,yanA D• l(anhall 




