
:_:-FORGE BJ(i[\.,RD · 

El eanc .:· Sowers 1 
I/ . 

:i3a c he lor ;:::c :'.., 

Oklaho1r..a ... ~riquli:;ural - ... •. ,·'. 
.. :,'.1.\~ .... .1,.,-. ,--· .. ·-

. '• . 
'"-'·"'· .. ... ::.:.,,-

.. ,.:.,.,.- .. ::.,., .. 

.. _ , .. .:J. tural 

For the ~ezree of 

:tv .. ASTER 0"-
. . ' -.~ ... 

· • ........... j 

. . . 
~~~~~'"'"'"·-.•·r,,r,,,-,,r~,,.~~~~~~~;~..-i:;··--~41.-,¥.·•,--c,, 



. , 
:Ro Doctor Lawl0 enoe 'bb, r:)y s-ince:rc, 

gppteciat.ion for r ad.vice, c:r.·itioisrrt 
arid encouragement during the vr.citing cf' 
this thesis. 

isii 



·' 

.\ 

./ 
;/ 
./ ·, 
.'/ 

i 
I 

,/ 

1// 
'!/ 
'i 
·1 
·I 
'i 

I 
I 
r,' 

i 
' TABLE· OF CONTEN"rS 

. . 

Chapter 

.i' 

ii 
1.: 
!/· 

I. 

Introduction· .... • . ,• . • 

Circwnstantial Selection • . • . • • .. 

/• 

• 

• 
.. ,;:~}~~\':.--. 

Shaw's Conception of Will of :the Life-

Force • • • .. ~- ... .. .. . . • 

Creative·· Evolution . • • . • . . .. •· • 

Conclusiqn • • . . . . .. . • .. • • 

Bibliogr~phy- • .. . 0 • . • • . •· . . . 
....... 

" i 
:·i 

'1· 

:~ '· y '' . .:~ 

... ; 

,;.,-.,; 

.J.-,,, L . 

.. ·, \. ).. 

.iv 

Page 

1 

7 

22 

31 

32 

!. 

._I\ 

.-e!·' 



. ' 

I•· 

i' .. , 

.. Introduction 

·. l 

i 
'i., 

George Berna::cd Shaw 'fr·eguen'tly t\9fers to . the Life-

Foree. . The meaning of the ,.2term, howe~er, remaiJs va,gue 

to th,e :re,ade:r of Shaw's piays. 
. ,;.; • ./ ,I ., • 

Jltin.1er/du.s ir tio les S;i1av e ',· . . . , .. 

i' i 

been Writ,teri .to elucidate the oonoept~on;r but only 

:further confusion seems to be the result. . . . . . ' . 

·: Of the Life-l!1 orce JTdlbrook J.ackson ~says: 
.· ,, 

,q.' • .,- ~: 

The Life-Force 11rust rrnt ·b'$ ·1fmagined as 
. staq.ding apart frol.i~~'.±·dinary. things. rt is, 
neither an . outside iifid. iri.d epend'ent d,~ity. nor 

<-' ····.:a metaphysica.1 toy.····.on the contrary? the 
Lif e-Fo:rc e has for Shaw no other e:xis teno e 

. than that of living things. l; · .· ...•. · . . i .· .. 
. • . . ! 

· A reader of Mr •.. Shav1 .would be, un_able to, dsifine the 

1 Lif e--Forc e from l.-i::r. Ja.c kson' s · c orrlffi~ilt r: nor would he be : 

satisfied with .the definition that is:c giveh in 
. . . 

. . . .· 

cyclopaedia Britannica •. , .. 

. The various religious beliefs f'.ou..v1d. ln . 
. his plays may be·. surnma:ciied <as follows: .. 'God\ 
or the-Life-]foroe, is an im:oetfect power . 
~triving· to become perfect.~ ~ ·. ·.· - ··•·· 

.· Very closely related to this. statement· is a cortr,1erit 

made by Shaw. himself': 
.·> '.,. 
,! ,~ ·~ • I 

l~ 

. 2. 

.. ·\ 

We k:now that in'all art, literatu.1·e. politics 1 

sooiology:..-in everY phrase qf genuitl;? ::11:re ana 
vitaiity,-~man's highest aspiration isto crest(:) 
something greater than himself. : So· God, or as I 

··· prefer to ooncretize ·it impersonally; the Life .... ·· 
·. For.ce, has been struggling for countless ages to. 

Archibald- Henderson,· "The Philosophy of Bernard 
, Shaw," Atlantic Monthly, 103 (1909),. 227. . 

"G. B. ::;haw, 11 Encyclopaedia Britannica,. 14th 
Edition, XX, 471. · 



.become fully oonsciou& of Hi~iolf-~to express 
Himsel±,' in l~igher.tnd e3on higher forro3 up 
the s.o&.le of evo lu u-ion. . 

Shaw agtiid refers 

Sup er man when hp s:::-:.ys: 
' 'I'. 

Lian and --·-
· Life/ is a :forc,e' that has made · innu~erable 

e:xpe:cimoµts in org!:irtizine i tseit • ...... to huild 
µp that :j:-aw i'o:coe .itrto highe:r Jliid, higher in
dividual~;· the id eat fridiv idua:1 baing .. O:rr.ni;- · · 
potent;. ,)omniscient, irt£allible-~ih · sho:/"t, : 

·a·{}od.'j;'.li · · · · · 
:1 · 

.. "'·One may/see the begi,nnings of·a definitioh of the 
'i . 

Li:f e-Forc e in I these qu·es t;i ons. · Bu.t is he £x'ble to for-
. \ 

mul&te :from t~em·an adeqj~\0 statement? -.Phis 1P~p.er 
. . • . . . . ; f.. i .. 

repr'esehts an effort to' d.efin'e· the 'concept mo,re1 freely 

2· 

and cle:a:r:ly 'through a s'tudy: of Shaw' El plays ;ri~··prefac BS. 
• . . . ! 

. . . . ;' . 

I have based the material of this discussion ptimci.1·ily 

on two sources: · Ba.ck E 1\.fethuselah, vthich ,Shaw· calls his 
~j . . . ..·.· . 

"M:e/tabiologioal·.J;enta.teuch, ;1 a:nd Man and. Sunerman. 
·u ···: ~~ 

. '! ,_ . 

The paper has three_ chapter~. . The. firast deals With 
iii· 

Ciibumstantial Selection, whioh-fs·theaooompanying cir-\ . . . ; . . . ' . 

ourtjsta.noe of the Life-Force~· The erecond cb.apt~r is .a 
·: : . 

di~cussion of the: Life-Foi·c e its elf ivhich inay be defined 
· .. ', i . . . ·. . .. 

terjtati vely as .afr impulse inherent in li.f e to better it--., . . . . .. ' . 

' 
The concluding· part./ entitled. 1~CfCeat1v·e Evolutiontr: . 

with. S.b.S.w.' s religion •. • > / ... 
: . 

':I 

. ~f . 1 I · 

· 3. l Henderson~ on. cit., p. 231. , ·,J ,_, >,:.' ("· 
,:i 
" 

4.·f G. B •. Sha.w,,.·~ ~ Superman, pp. :!;13-114: •. · 
1' •. ! . 

. } 

'l 
,)·· 
~i 
( 

le 
I. 

t 

. ! 

i 

! 

,, ~ '-~-. . ; 



I . 

. ;, 

Chapter I 

Circumstantial BelectionJ 
, .. ~ ~ 

It the Life-Force is::to find e:x:pfe~sion, it must 
.. . ' . . .... i i .. 

. have a medium throur;h whi.ch it may ac~./, The uni~erse, 

Sha\'\' thinks' is' nothing less than a s~JieS, of' experi- .. 
. I . 

' . ·, J., 

3 

'ments made by the Life-Forc(3 with the I pbject of preating 

for i tsel:t an all-powertui, . all-iht~l±igent medium of ·. 
• 1 . 

. )i . 

. activity.· ·Superman is·. Shaw's condept,ion of the i ideal· 
, I 

,;:' ~ 

means of expression for'the Life-Forde; he is the end 
f 

. toward which evolution i~t,r~oving •. 
' . . . . ..... ·.?_,'.::· 

. ·! -~ 

Shaw's name for the 

'; process which Darwin calls. Naturat Se).ection is circum- · 
•i • , . • I • • 

i 

i stantial Selection. . This: i:s , a process necessary t,o the 

development of Superman. 

Shaw believes man is a lin~ in the·. chain of evolu.,;. 

tion •. The Life-}orce finds him neces~ary as ·a~I experi-

:ment. Ma.n·:is of the procession mbv~hg towards What is 

. : ·· grea t'er than . himself, naniely, Sup~rmari ·~··· 
, ,I , .. I .:· . 

Darwi:n believes that<Natural SeLectlon acts, not by 

ireservi~g a· 'few' highly· favored. indi vid{ia1s; but by 

killing. off all those who d.o. ~ot come up to a . certain 
.· ... ,. ·.·.'· ·;· . , • .; ...• ' I· . c . . . 

standard. ·He s.hows' that plants ·and ·:animals ·tend to· in-

crease· rapidly~· though the amount of food is strictly 
.... ·.: ·.. .. . . . . . . . . . . . , .; . r . .. . . . .. 
limited;· therefore more organisms· come· into. exist$nce 

than can·possibly live~;:.In fact, in:'~a6h.1year' as.many·, 

die as are .. born, and this gives rise -to. a struggle for · 

,.• , .... , . 
. ~.. .... . "' .•' .... 

. . . . . . ·. . . . .. ~ .· 

~mffeA41*Mii¥AW84f.UVlm9lW¥M$i4%JiWSM®--f!M!f£t$1#..4.M¥i#k$k~i:W.t-t;J1t!fl1f.~@WJ.¥iik~kN(.1Bt1¥M&tV&M~4i,~il.ii&.1~~W~la.w&tiiiifi3ti*%%~f*&.·Dif¢:¥:91;,;;~:;.:.q~~~:wJ~~ 
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··. i/ 
i} 
1/l 4 
:if . . : 

existence. IIe !/,!3hows that gene:r:-ally those varieties 

which are best 1/adaptea to succeed in life wi11 · 1ive. 
,:t 

:1 . . . './ I 

. the longest an4 Will leave more offspriri.p,, while the . 
/ • • • I 

· . . /. . . 1· 

others will be/killed. The successful indi vidu~ls1 

. I . . . 

will hand, dbvjn t;,heir useful 

i• . / 

' . ·. .' / . / 
characte:ristics tottheir 

. offspring' occa~ionally in a·. more us~fu.l form;/thus' 

useful variationa·will tena.· more and 'more .to.<improve, 
' ' • r • !/ ··., 

. and succeedihg gen:eratiOns ·will di verge more! and more ' fi' . -•' . . . 

froJ/,the original stock •.. This process ;])aI"V1'.in calls . 
. ;:· . . 

!/ 

, Nat'liral Selection •. 
. . !i,. . ·. "' 

'ii 
!ii The povirer of Natural Selection increases as the j . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. strictures .which influence the struggle·get mor~ perfect' 
,1 . . . . . ;· . . . . . . . . . 

andJas competition gets keener. It. is Natural Selection 
't . 

whidh has brought about the main p:r:ogress of life. 
·=t 

!f. 

Natural 
j 

Sel~ctiori 
j: . 

picks .he:re and~ the:i;e one speci;es . out' of many 

and tmakes it: the:, fo~nder. 'o-i ·~-·family. 5 j 1 
·, 

i'. The evoiutiona'ry. process which. Daniin ·. calhs : Natura1 
1 ... ;- r · 

Sel~ction Shaw· calls Circumstantial Sel~ction.: · Shaw 
:1 ,... . . .·· :. . . . ! : . .· r . 

feels that the purpose of this process·i;s to prepare .the t·. · .1· . .. 
1; ' .; ' . > 

way jfor, to provide the mat~r~al for th~ creation of 
:J 

:,.;) f • . . . .·. . • . . . .· . . . 
Sup~;rman, the species.of the future. 

t· . . 

ii ' : 
;\ One 111ay ask, "Can an ordinary :.man t~, ,a,;Sf perrrian?'' 
:; . :; . I 

Thetanswer.is "No'.';'the Superman is a·type to/be developed; 
. 1: · · · r · ; 

the \man of tomorrow • .Among the men of ioday,~nd yester-
' / · .. j . 

5. 

. , 
' I J 

)Frederick Vfollakton Hutt~ri, 'DarwiniJm apd. Lamarckism. 
. ,/,.· './< .. 

:( 
! 

·/. 

.. ,· 

I/' 
'. i· 
_f; 

: i• 

l '. : ,: 

,/ 
; 

r 

i I 
~~$.f~~~.u&kit&JiffliMt$.ti4iM&ik:bWdA~~--~#;7.k~4filMffiitH*iP.YiiiM&.w:;Ji.1tt.-:1¥ .. i~Wffiw.,i:¥2~rn.¥.,HZ#!!m~tt%-l;t;Wfa,.f.;;0:::;;;.~;. 
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day, however, ono finds occ&sionolly' ,individual who 

·. feels the urge -0f; the Lif~-Force•e;pe6ially stron~ly 
._ , , : [ i Cl 

/ and v1ho conseq_uently. contri bu tos to the proe;re:;:; of the ., 
i 

. ;i species.' 

Cain,. ill' Book I of,Beck to 'Ni.ethusele,b, · is such a 

person .. He is ,very dofini tely awe.re cf· the oll-power:fU.l 

force: of· 11r e. :cain rws been. created 'oY. Circumstf1ntie.l 

Selection·· to heed', a new order. 
' 

In the opening part of the Metabiologicel Pentt::teuch, 

Shcvr goes buck to the tirriq".yvhen ,;\de:m e.nd Eve were the 
-·'.<,ft 

only hu:m,;in beings. Then cc:.:me · Cain a,nd Abel. The Lif'e:.-

]'Orce speukB t'hrough Cr.in: 

Ad1:m1,:, You Sci id there would be no killing bec2.use 
the voice would tell our children thoy 

· ·must not l:ill. '/fhy did it not t'ell Cein t1lE:..t,? 

; ; Cain: It did; but I ma not 1:i child. to be afraid 
of a Voice. ·The Voice thought I was nothing 

;, but, my, brother's keeper. It found tLat I 
vms myself, end th,>t it was for Abel to 
be himself also, and look at himself. He 
was not my keeper any more than I V'HlS his; 

' .. :.:why did he not · kill me? Was there· no more 
to prevent him than there was to prevent 
me: .. it we.s. man to .man; and I won; I. was 
the first conquoroi. 

· Adam: 'dho.t did the Voice sc.y to you when you thougl:1t 
· all that? 

i Cain: ,Jhy it gave 1ne the right •. It .saicl,that my 
deed was as a m8rk on me, and a burnt-in 

. mark .such as· Abel· put· on his sheep, thet no 
man would slcY me. And here I stc:,nd unsl8.in, 

·whilst.the cowards who have never sl&in, the 
men who are content to be their brot~er's 

.. c J• . ·, keeper inste1: d of their racsters, ure despised 
8nd rejected, and slain like rabbits. He 
who bears the brc,nd of Ccin shsl1 rule. the 
enrth ~ -· Wheri he fells, he 2.t.1.611 be s venged 



'I 
'./ 
'I 

'/ 
I 
i 

sevenfol~; the Voice has said it; so bewB,re how 
you plot, against me, you and t,he rest. --7The Voice 
tel18 me that I must offer myself to every man to 
be. killed if he gan kill me. Without da'nger I 
cannot be great. · 

It is not dain's desire to live forevei but to live 

life to its fullest, and when death comes, it is a means 

to/km.ore splendid life. This is shown through the, con-
·1 

versation of Cain in answer,to Adam's question: 
il"' 

1:;< :,{ J, Adam: 
::1 

:i Cain: 

;;: 
!JI 

Mine is the Voice of Life; Yours the'Voice 
of Death. 

Be it so. For it whispers to me tha.t death 
is not really~eath; that it is the gate of· 

'' another life: ;e-",a life infinitely' splendid 
and intense: a life of the soul·. alone: 
a life vii thout clods or· s:pa,des, hunger and 
fatig~e--.7 · -

f: 
I interpret the.voice referred to :in the'.se lines to 

be l:the Life-Force. Cain has become con;scious of its 
" 

6 

iii 

de~ires and.finds.he ha~ no:dhoice but to do ;its bidding. 
r1 
I 

In this chapter 

wiJian conception.of 
j,: 
:1, 

I .have endeavored ito show the Dar- ; 
' ' ' ' l : 

Ci.rcumstantial Se~ection as the 
'' ' ' ! ' . ' 

acc'.ompanying factor of >the Life ... Force. ! The· Life-Force 
h . 

wo1.rks toward perfection through this eyolutionary process 

to~ certain point. 
I• 
:1, 

I, 

i 

This point is rnanJ, 
I 

Man: cannot be 

Sup:srman; however among men there are those i:1ho feel the 
I' • " ' ' ' I i 

. urg!~ of the Life-Fbrce, and 1it is this ;individual Who is 
,]. i 

. the[ next step in the evolutionary deveJ.:opment of Super-
, ' . 

' 

men\ At this point Circumstantial Sele,ctioµ is no long-
,· 

., ; 

er inecessary. 

'6. i Back to Methuselah, pp. 2?-29. 
?.! Ibid .. -:-p. 37. / 

I 
I . 

'I 

f : 
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Chapter. II 

ii: .. 
Shaw's Conception o:f Will' of· the 1Life:..Foxcie 

The Life-.I!''oro e and Will are, 'to Shaw; synonymous 

terms •. ,Shaw, however, uses the term Will, as w~ aha.11 

diaoover, in a somewhat special sense. It is W;i.11 which 

is nee essa:ry to the area ti on of · Superman and the saving · 

of oivilizat.ton. Shaw says: 

Where there is a will,.there is a way. I:f 
there be.no will, we are ,lost •. That is a possibility . 

.. for our crazy li ttl~!';,empire, if ·not for the uni verse·; '-
. and such possibilities are not to be entertained . · 

<;.-'J' .without despair.·_ We must, vlhile :tve survive, pro-
. oeed on the assumption that w~ still have energy 

,, · · :- enough to not only will to live, but to wi 11 to 
live better. That may just mean that we must es
tablish' a state Department of Evolution, wi.th a 
seat in the Cabinet for its chief, a4d a revenue 
to de:fray the. cost .of direct state experiments and 
provide inducements to private persons to achteve 

:;r,~: ,,'.::.:. successful results. It may mean a private society 
or. a chartered company fo:r.· the improvement of · · 

:01": ·1,,:· human live stock, But for the pr.esent it is far 
· · . more likely to mean a blatant repudiation of such 

r< , ,:, proposa.ls as indecent and i.mmoral with, .neverthe~ 
less, a general secret pushing of the human vvill 

/:.· in the repudiated d:i.rection; so that all sorts 
of institutions andpublic autho:ritios will under 

·, some pretext or otheB feel their. way furtively · 
. toward the Sup er man •. • · · · . 

As I have pointed out, Shaw accepts the Darwinian 
... . . . . . ·.· . ' 

theory of Natural Selection. Ha also, however.~ ·accepts· a 

principi'e o:f Lamarok's ·which is neoessaiy' to his theory 

o:f the development of Superman. · 

8. 

,\' 

...... ~· , .. , ., ,, ,·. ·-· 

IvranandSuperman, p. 220. ~,----
' 

·, 
·' 

! . . . .,. . , 

~.;,~##~*k\E\\M~Wif44¥¥'-~~~MS-!,M~r;,\t.Z:-£®.t#a.wB&ti.lffe.z.m~-:;;:~1i:wk§:t-w.;;a;~:»j··Q.~r.,<1&&&id;;§ij.;:scµ~:-«--;~~.;;:~~;. .. :;:~~;;;.;;;;; 
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I 
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i 

He says': 
i 

I was Neo-Lumtl&'cldan. · La.mare lt, whilst 

8 

,, making many ingenidlis suggestions as to· the 
reucti.ons Of externi:11 ca.uses on life and habit. 
such as change of climate, food supply, geo
logical UpheuVt;lS and SO forth, l"E)ctlly held 8.$ 
his fundumen tal proiJoaition thai; living organ
isms changed because the;1,1 wanted to.·· As he stated 
it, the great factor in evolu.tidn is use and dis
use.9 

Let us look:.more closely into the Lamarckian theory 

iu1forde1· to see how Shaw as.sooiates his· Life-:-lPorce with 
~ . . 

t1Xs' evolutionary process. 
i: : 
'i I,amarck's thoory wa~.,pthat variations of Structure have 
:;( 
.(: 

come 
r 

about principally throu.gh· animals1 own efforts to 

sa~isfy their wa.dts. The wan ts would iary 
l·:· " . ... . .! 

as the· exter-
: . ·--· -···· . . . I 

nail o o:nditions varied; thus changes in! the environment o:f 
u . . . 
,: 
j 

a ),;lpecies would result in changes in structure. Lamarck: 
l: > ; •i .. ' > 

su!)pOsed that the constµnt stretching·cxt' thei toes of "iihe 
[· . ·, .. ' i. ' ' ' 

otter in the aotof swimming.had ca.used the skin between 
. . ' i: .. · . 1: 

thle toes ,· 
.t: 

de 1er and 
. H 

... -.--.- . . ·.. . · .. _.· r ··.- . -· -.· ·-
to enlarge, that constant running; had made the 

. . , . . • ·. ·- I . . • . . ,' ' -'., , 

. . . ' 

antelope. fleet, that the oomJitant Eitretot.ing of · 

the neck ot the giraffe na.a made rt grbw. 1The variations 
:,, i 

th~t arose· in th:i.s way must therefore ibe definite or 
·:: :, _,'. / . 

progressive, and must have been acquiried after birth. 
1: ·· .. · .·. .· .·. ··_ ! . • ·.. . . ·•. . ·... . ·. : · .. ·.· ..• / 

Th:e N eo.;..Lamarc kia~s agree that progreq;s h8:s/ been mainly, 
i i 

·. alithough :Perhaps .rp.ot e:xc lus iv ely, 
i 

... 

9 J .Q:Q.. C it • , 1

]_:) • ' XXI I I • '· 
I 
i 
/. +.. ' 

I 

.. ·: .. / 

. ' 
·l ,f' 
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heritance of post ... natul variatlons, viih~ch have arisen, 

either through the t.ttempt of the an1mi3-ls and plants to 
' . ' i 

; • . I 

i&d.apt th ems elves to extenial c ondi tio ns, or by the dir.ec t 
I . 

. , 
'
1aotion of external causes on the individuals. ! . . . . 

In kinogenesis, which is the distinguishing point 

of Laniarck's theory, wo have an explanation of t1daptation .. 

Before an organ can be used it must be there: rneohanic~;,l 

stimulus cannot possibly originate a new secretion. I-'c can

not be a cause of new variations, bu't/can only increase 

variations in certain directions. riuse-inheritancen 

may be substituted for kiri~'genesis~lO 

Shaw exp la.ins the Lama.re kian th'eory when in the pre

face of ~ le. L:ethus elah he says: 

If, like a mole or subterranean fish, you 
have eyes and don't want to see, you w111 lose 

. your eyes. If you like eating the tender tops 
of t11 ees enough to _mak:e you cone entra te all 
energies on the stretching of your nee k, you will 
finally get a long neck lite a giraffe. This 
seems absurd to inconsiderate people at the 
first blush; but it is within the personal ex~ 
:p eri enc e of all of' us that it is just by this · 
process that & child tumbling about the floor . 
becomes a boy walking erect; that a man sp~awl
ing on the ro~id with a bruised chin, or supine 
on the ice with a bashed occiput, becomes a 
bicyclist and a skater. This process is not 
continuous as it would be if more practice had 
anything to do with it; for though you ma;v- improve 
at each bicycling lesson dur•ing the lesson, when 
you begin your next lesson you do not beg.:i,n at 
the point at which you left aff •• You relapse 
apparently to the beginning. Finally, you 
succeed quite suddenly, and clo not 1·eJapse 
ugain. More miraculous still, you at once 
e:;rnrcise the new power unconsciously •. Although 
,you are adapti,ng your front wheel to your balance 

10. Hutton, .2.E.• 2-ll• 

I 
. ! 



. •. ! 

\ 
\ 10 
\ 

SO elubora tf.l lJr and t;:t,C ti vely that the . O.ccldental 
· ·100 king of the .handle :bars for a s e.c ond will 

Ii , , throw you off; though five minutes ago you C 0111.d 
!I not do it at all, yet now you do.it as unconscious-. 
Ii· ly as you grow your fingernails./. You have a rtew · 
:!/ faculty, and. must have. ores.tad some new bodily 
:ii tiss1;1e ~s i fl or g~n.. And. you have: done it solely 
!/J' by willing. , . ·, 
1:1 i:/ ,,; 
::/ , .. Shaw o.ontinues · to ·elaborate on this evolutionary 

prpoess: 
'l 
I J.,: ·, You.are alive; you want.to be more alive~ You 
:\ want an extension of consciousness and power~ You . 

:·."··:··,.f,.,! •. : want~ consequently, additional organs, or addition-
" nl use of your existing organs. · ):ou get them be- . 

·:. ,,J, l ct1us e you want them badly enough to k:eep t:i:'ying for. 
'' them U11til they come.,::. Nobody knov:rs how,. nobody 

, ~ knO'liVS Why: all We kriOW is· the thJng actually ta lees 

'/ 
, I ,. 

.· j 

i'i'! 
. ( ;. 

:' r 

:ti ,,, 

11 place. · '1:hese relapse miserably froril effort to 
~ ef'f'oit until the old organ.:. is modified or the new , , 
~ created, when suddenly the impossible "l;)ecomes 1 • · 

:i: -oossible and the habit is formed.: The moment we form . 1 1 

) it we Wl:lnt t? get rid Of the cons 7iousness .of it SO :';' 
· 'i'·),. as to economize our consoiousness1 for fresh con-

quests of life; as all con:sc.iousn:Sss means .pre-
:>(:\· occupation and obstruction. · If wb had t.o think: 

about breathing or. digesting ·or c';i.rcUJa ;ting of our 
I 

:1 · ,, 

Ji 

blood we should have no attention:; to spare for 
anything else, as we find to our p,ost when anything 
goes wrong with.these 'operations.:' We v.tan t to be 
unconscious of them just as we w~u ted to ric quire 
them; and we finally win what we ·~vVant. i But we win 
unconsciousness of our.habits a.t the cdst of losing 
our control off them; and we also puild i one habit · 
and its correlsponding functional r,nodifications of 

1 our organs oni another,: and so become d~pendent ·on 
:i our old ,habits. Consequently we have to persist in 

.·. them even when they hurt us. · We c;ianno:t stop · 
breathing to ·:avoid an attack: of a1;1thma/, or to es-· 
cape drowning. We can lose a habit arid discard 

11. 

.. an organ when we no longer need them~ : just as we 
acquired them; but this proc~ss i~ ~l~w.and broken 
by relapses; .u.nd relics o:f the organ'and the habit 
long survive 1its utility. And if othpr and still 
indispensabl~ habi ta m d modi:fioation,s · have been 

i ' 
i ,/, > 

' ' 
Back to Methuselah, intro., pp. ---- --·· . 

xxrrf-xxrv. , I . 
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bull t on the ones we wish to discard!, we must 
provide a new found:0,ti ori for them· before we 
demolish th& old one. This is !~so rt slow 
p1·ooess and a very curious one. · ; 

11 

Shaw literally means that man is able to. shape the 

. eviolutionS.ry process to his liking. The human anirnal 

w:il 11 o hange when it wills to change. Shaw has 1)orrowed the 
! . 

i~eas · of self-improvement t,hxough will from Lar:/c:r-ok. The 

w:ill to improve is the Life-.B1 oroe. After man has been 

produced by Cirdumstantial Selection, p.e must continue 
./,., 

to develop, Shaw believes, through his own will to do. so. 

l\Can must orea.te Superman fr himself. 

Shaw was obviously influenced by 1t.he German philoso-

• pher Nietzsche. Ni.etzsche says, "Do vihat you vmnt to do.n 

He recognizes, as does Shaw, will as the essential factor 

in the. evolution of Superman. He says: 

12. 

Wherever I found a living tiling, ti'iere found 
I will and power; and even in the w~ll of the 
servant found I the will to be master. 

That to the stronger the ~eaker shall serve-
thereto persuadeth he his will who woulcl be master 
over a still weaker one.--

And as the greater surrende:reth himself to 
the greater that he may have delight and power 
over the least of all so doth ev~n the greatest 
surrender himself, and staketh life for the sake 

: of powe:r .. 

Whatever. I create, and however much I love. 
it, soon must I be adve1·se to it and to my love: 
so willeth my will. · 

XXV-XXVI. 
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.And even thou, discerning one, ao t onl} a 
path and footstep of just my will: ~erilyt my 
·will to power mal:::eth on the will of Truth.· · 

12 

Wi 11 to existence: . that ·wil{ doth not exio t 0
: 

for what is not cannot will. · 

Only where the:re is life., -there is also will: 
not however,. will to life, but-.;.so 1 teach thee-
Will to power! 

Mu.oh is rec k:oned higher than Life its elf by : 
the living. one: but out of the very reckoning · 
speak:eth--the will to power--13 · · · · · 

(1 . . ·,,:, :.1.1:\ \. 

· lHetzsohe o on tinues: 

.The will is -the creator ,14. 

for, 

Willing emancipateth: for wi:Lling is c:reat
ing: so do I teaoh, and only :for, ci·eating shall . 
ye learn.15 

Tu:an to Ui etzsche, as to Bernard Shaw, is but a stepping 

stone to Superman. He is something to be surpassed, some-
.. ::.,':··· .. , 

thing "That must be· sur:(>ass od • 11 ·. 

Jlor Nietzsche says: 

· --man is a b·ridge and not a goal---The past 
·of man to redeem, and every "It; was n to trans:f'orm, 

. untiJ. th_e Vli. 11 saith;. . "But so did I. v;ill it: . so 
· shS:L l J wi 11 1 t--. nlo 

"; ._ .... ·. 

Shaw is most emphatic in his belief that man.should· 
! . . . 

do what ;he wants to do, He feels that in - this way· man is· 

able to get what he ,,-,.,an ts. He must desire to be and must 
~ ·. . . . . 

become Superman. Wheh man becomes Superman he will-:reS.lize 
:r 

· the fulfillment of his desires • 

. ·.· .. 

.. ;:.·-· ·.\ 
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!/ 
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13 

1 Shaw. feels that for ages man .has been on his knees. 
J . 

· He/! has been thanking higher· powers snd cringing before un-

knbwn fates~ Until he knows· :what· he 1$ doinr;, until he 
;1 

ac1ts with a will of his ·own, the unkno~m, be, it God. or. 
ii 
\i . . ' 

Life, will use him again and· again as it has done in the 
i'i ,, 

pa~t as the material of experiments. 
,, 
F· 
I ·J\Jan, however, is partly to blame for this state of 

' /: ' ' '~ . 

aftairs. · It comes as a result of ignotance and incapsc.ity 
. I 

j-.:i, ' .],. I • 

and ·worst of all contentment. · The wor$t stumbling block 
I,; 
ii 

:in 
1
jthe path of Life-Force is contentment. r;r man has an 
'· 

inielligent under~tanding)cfr fife and the de/sire to carry 
l .. : 
), ': . :.: ., i 

out its aim he is .able to help the Life-Force in its 
!I 
ii i 

-1 I 

cr::rJa'tion of Superrn;an. 
i 

Don Juan, whopi Shaw represents as, conscious of the 

Lif,e-Force says: 

I tell you that as long as Iican conceive 
. something better than myself I cannot ;be easy, 
unless I am striving to bring it into/existence 

, . or clearing the way for it. This .is t,.he . law of 
/ my life. That is the working within me of 

., : Life's incesr)ant aspiration to higher/ OJ;"ganiza- · 
tion, wider, !deeper, intenser, sr~f-donscious
ness, and clearer .understanding. . . ·· / .... ·. · . · . 

Shaw. always rnakes. it plain .that the Will for better-
' : ' I 

ment, the Life-Force, is conscioua ind rkw individuals, 
. ; :,t. _I , 

unconscious in others. Don Juan sav~: ;,· / · " ·. ,'\ ; 

i ! . ' 
I sing the philosophic man, 11.i*1 who seeks 

in contemplation to discover the niorst inner Will 
of the world, in invention to discover the means 

I 1 

17. 1.Jian . and Superman, p ., _ 129. 

f' 



of fulfilling that will, and in actioi to db 
that will qy tho so-discovered means. 8 

14 

Shaw believes that the Life-1Poro e is an ins tine t, 

an impulse innate in man to strive toward perfection. 

The instinctive will to advance toward perfection is very 

strong in some men, for example Cain and Don Juan. In 

most men it is very weak:. Hen in general have been sub

stituting duties for instinct, :and in this way have 

actually stopped life's growth. L1an should dare to follow 

the dictates of his instinctive will. He must overide 

tradi tiot1, act 'unoonvention,~lly, violate the orthodox. 
' ~~· '. 

morality/if he has the urge to' do so. : It is in this vra.y 

that man"may fulfill his· duty to himself and to the.Life-

Let us turn our'attention to'the plays themselves fo:r 

evidence of the' will~ • 

In the opening part of ~ack to Methuselah it is the 

Serpent who tel1'~ Eve the :gr·eat' power of will. · Eve learns 
: / //I'' . ' 

· that for. the. sake. of creation it is nee essary · 1D I Will, it 
: ./ ; 

is necesaa~y i~·imagine,~for this is the be~inning of. 
' ''. i ' ' 

ii f .· 
creation,' Th~i/ serpe~t says :to Eve: 

I W01~ship you Eve. r must have s ometh.'ing to 
worship. / Something quite different to myself, 
like youJ ·There must be something greatei· tlian 
the snuke. / ' ' ' 

I ; . ·1: 
·Eve. Tei:J.. my what to , i · 

: '. ' : ,. ! ) " {' ·\ 

Serpent. · Think. Will. Eat the dust, l,i1ck the 
vvhi te stone:, bite the, apple you dread, ,/1 The .. sun 

. Ibid. , p. 115. 
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will give you lif~~ 
, r . J _::·,.. !\ {'. : i j ;! 

'{ i ', l ·-

Eve• . I wili teUr an.other Adar;1 from my body if 
I tear my body to pieces in the act • 

16 

. Serpent, Do. I dare it. Everything is posaible. 
I remember Lili th, wh. o came b ef.or.e Adarn and Eve. 
I was her darling·just as. I am yours.· She was 
alone: there was no man.with her. She saw death· 
as you saw it when the fawn fell; and she lcnew that 
she must find out how to renew herself and cast· 
sk:in like me.~ She had a mighty will:.· she· 

· strove and willed: and willed •... ·. · ·· · 
., 

,• ·, .. ' '.' ": .• ·.,:. ''..,! ' 

· Eve. How did Lili th work this miracle?·· 
. . . 

s·erpent. She imagined it. She did not know that 
5.imagination is the· beg.inning of creation. · You 

imagine what you desf:F~: you Will what you ·desire and 
· '.imagine; :and at last you create what· you viill. 

Eve. How can·r create dut· of'nothing?i.~ 

· \ :· Serpent. Ever;ything must have be.en created out 
of nothing •. Loolc at that thick: roll of ha.rd 

s..,· :· flesh on your strong arm! That was not alv,rays · 
there: you could not climb a . tree . when I firs. t 
saw you.. But you V{illed and triad sn d · willed . 

· atd: triSji: fand your :will created out of nothing 1.9 ... · 
the roll on/your arm.until you had you:r desire-- • 

.. : .• ';i . . . 

Cain says /J"There is something higher than man~• 
. • · · :11 .; · · . ·I·: · ·" .. :_ ·· · . 

· There is hero ~.rid Superman." , If the :will is :to ha tie :f1·ee-
. ·. . . . . . .. .·. ; u I . . .. : ., .. . , ~ . : : , . , : , . . 

·.· dom .. :for· this cf;pation inan-.1!1ust ·do vyh~t he· wants. to. do. 
. . "J . " , 

Ha must ~e:,:ti'e~r.f~om }he liznttat~~nr °.f:'~s~ciet~•)tradi~ 

tion and c 01;1 ve_9tionali.ties. i Cain sfY.s ~o ,;Adam.:; ; 
. ,. . r. ·, ' 

. I re~olt against 1 the clay~ . I relolt a,igainst 
:o·:: ,\ the good,. r ·You. say· it gives strength: d.oes ~ t not 

·· · also turn 1:filth and smite us wi;th diseases? /.I· 
>., ,. revolt a:gaipst these bj,rths · tha} . you• and nfojh er 

· are proud of. They drag us down to the, level of 
I ' / 

' ; ,.·.,. ..... . ,,.,. ,, ..... . ..... \,. ...• . .. , ... ,j •"IC .. \ . ' ,· ~ . 

.. 
19~· Bs.o.k: .to Methuselah,. :p. 9. · 

i . i. 

' 
/ 

\ . I 
·1 / •• ! 
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1! · 1reasts. I:f ·l;hr:1·t le· ,i6 be 1ihe· lus·b th:i.n;g aH it 
1: Jjl'.1tJ .l:H:ihl'i 'Lhfi. __ fJ1•1:~-t.,· ;ud:, wti.rddnc1 pfo:d.oh.i lf I. 
(; 
1,; ili11 lii,) 11H.I, l:U(i:1 H i>on.i, 'Lb.on r:huc'.l.;rutho,;r boa· 

·11 · · 
i, , l,1;11tJ:. th11.n ,.i. 111b.n; for the hoar is not a.qhamed: 
! · ha known no bpttor. If you are c6ntent like 
j a bear , then ~ um not~ Stay with 1· the iv oman . 
: :· who gives you/ children., · I go to the woman who 
:r i gives me drean1s. Grope in the ground fo:r.· youx · 
\ :food; I will bring it down from tlie skJes tvith 
I ( my arrows, or1 strike it down as it roa.fos ·the . 
/ earth in the ~ride of its life---~ I ~o not warit 

:·-<)'{ , to eat children •. I do not lmow. whut •Ii v,ant, ex-
1 cept thut I·wunt .to be something hlgh~r and 

) , nobler than t:his stupid old digger wh9rI1 Lili th. 
made to help /you bring me into the world, and 
whom '~au des~is e 'n_ow tha ~: he . has_ s e:rv,~d your 
turn. ,, t ·· 1 · · 

'i,..' .;! 
~.. ~· } . . .• . . ·. { . . . . . ! ... 

, Shaw :for the :first tiqk~ in his play puts words into 

.. ~ 

• • ; • • • .. I • ' • • :; ! . . . .. 
Eve's mouth expre1;1sing the idea that if; the Life-For-be is 

/ ·. t ! 
to realize fully J ts purpose the span d:f /years of man's 

... ' ·. ,, .:· ' . . , ~- .· .. ; ;. 'c/ ; 1-'·: . < > .. 
life must be increased. 1 

'·. 1'· :. •' ·-.. , . .... 1.t· -· ., ..... ·L :·; :· 
Eve says: r 

:.: if:. 
! 

f · I 
... w11:1 they learp al 1 the ways of all the 'stars 

~ .. ,:, in their little time? It took Enoch two hundred 
· ·· years to learn to intercept the wi:;11 of the voice. 

~-rf they shorten their lives~ they;Will dig and . 
. 'fight and k:ill and die; and then ~o].y Enoch ,will 
· tell them that it is the will of the voice that 
:. they should dig and :fight forever~/ Man need: ,ro t 
.:.always live by bread alone. Ther!s, is somethilfg 

else. We ~o not know what it is::) but some day 
· ·•:we shall find ,out; and'. then we wi~l live on that· 

· a19ne ! and ther~. sh~ll be no. mo=:e ;d_~1ging, nor 
·· sp1nn14g,_:nor fighting nor k1ll1n~. ·· 

! 

. The Brothers Baxnabas. in ,:Part. II S:lso l1 eali ze . the 

:~eoessity of a longer life if oiviliza~i~n is to be 

::saved. , They·:· too believe thi~ may ~e _. ao;oomplished. thro'1gh '·.·. 
ii ' ( . ~ ~ . ; ; / . i. .\ \ .. "l _ .. 

I ·) 't .~, 7 , 

·./,-· -------------------------~----i 
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:: the desire of thejindi:V,idhal.: Franklyn .Barnabas says: 

·:} ' ' .. ··,/( ',.: ·.· .. · ·,' '.··' 

. ·Life is:r too short,/for·man.to ·take it. . 
s ei' ious.ly • .;.JJ~You see) Ei'he •ha.art' t time.· to :find ' : .• 
out what l:Lf)'e really means. :,She has· to die befo:r-e 
s~e .really :lnows. 2~ · . ·. \: ,: : . ::, >·, · · · .•.. ·: /·. or.··';·. · . 

. C?nrad:'E~:byou 00111a. liVEJ'a de~11··~f/a'·10:ng,' ',,. 
: time if you/ really wan tea. to. 23•, ·. · , ··· · : ; 

; 'I ' .. . :: ' ~ .. · I \: • ' I 

:;; . ' : . ·. ' 

. · It' is the· vviiil~~aiia.s the 'Life~R1 orce whichiwill be, 
I . ·I 

• . . I . 

. able to· 'solve·. the 'problem· of civiliza\ion •.•. If /the -r'~c-e. 
. : . .. . , / · ' . . ' . • . ·. , ,I . "., -~- .. .. . ., ' .. · . , ; . . . 

'is a fallur~.: t~etn' ' ' ,· ,'. . . : '(, ' ( . .. } .' .·.,/.·_ . . /·· 
1 .. ·. 1., ·;. '1 _ • J . i .' ., ' . /. ::_;, 

·. The force·behind · evolut~on; call it'· whit you 
will, is determined to solve the :problem of · 
ci v-ilizati on; and if i.t cannot do. it through us, 
it will produce son1e cap,?,ble ·agents. Man• is not. 
God's last worl'~: · G6d can still' create •. · :If. you'' 
cannot do His work.He will 'pr·oauoe 'some· being · 
who c:an.24 ..• _: ... ·· .. ·.·;, : . · •! •', ··: · . ,. • •,,, · • 

// : 
This fore e of· whioh Frank:lyn Barnabas s,peaks is the· 
1; ·' ;//. . - ; :: ,'' 

· Life-l~orce willing itself to perfectionln Superman • . :_::: .. :·,:rr. · .. ~- ; ... ·, ' .',;·. ~ ..... ·· ., ."!.\'.(·::. ( . . 

~ranklzn continues to place stress on the power 'of,'' 

. the wl11 when he says:· . 1 
,·: ·:, , .>L 

. 't··>,: .;/ ' . . . 

Ne can put it into men's heads that there is 
:.;;_ •'.ho thing to preV:ent its .happening but their own < 

yd 11 to die before their war k: is. don$, . and 
.~heir own ignor:anc ~6of the : splendid VfOl' k: there · ·•. 
ls for .them to do. · . . .1 .. 

. f: .... ' ..... ' ,• :,_. :;.·: '. .. ·. . '' ,· .... ; . '; ' i .:._ ,·, . j.. . . ·· .. : ' . . ·.· ' 
Shaw mak:es a definite distinction· between. wiil and' : . _. r . , .... '.. : ... {. ·~ . . I . .. 

··.·.petty)! desire. He does ·n·ot· want' one 'to m~Jtalte idle .. ),:,. 
t , Ii 

fanci~s for the. working power of the will'~. Bul;'ge says: 
: . f'. ' . . ' .. ' 

·22 •. 
. 23. 
. 24. 

·, 1 · 25 ! ', '. . • 

. .. ,-

:._i . ·: 

·I 

·,1 • ',: • .. I •• i {)';) 
i\. . · Do you mean that you have· nothi.p.g more · .· 
p.· r.ac tic al t. o of.fer than the mere wisµ. to live 

··. ;Longer? Why, if people cpuld :l;i.ve. b(V merely 
yvishing to' we should all be living for ever ., 
,1ready. Every~ody would li k:e to li~e for1ever. · 
Why don't they? · r 

.. ii' ,' - "·--- •,, '":·,_,,.,,,',"'"' ''· ,,,, ......... ,. ..... •., .... , .. ,. ') .! 

i 1: 

Ibid., p. __ 5o.· 
Ibid • , p • 50 • 

·Ibid. 9 p.9§• 
1 
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Conrad: Pshaw! J;~verybody would l:(ke to have a 
·million of money. Why haven't they? Because the 
men who would like to be milliona iires won't 
save sixpence even with the chance: of starvation 

·· st11ring them in the face. The men who want to 
live forever won't cut off a glass of beer or a 
pipe of tobacco, though they believe the tee
totallers and non smokers live longer. Th~t 
sort of liking is not .vdllihg. See what they 
do when they know they must. 2.6. 

Franklyn: Do not mistake mere idle fancies :for 

18 

the tremendous miracle working force of Vlill nerved 
to creation by a conviction of Necessity. I tell 
you men capable or such willing, and realizing its 
necessity~. will do it reluctantl'y ,,under inner 
compulsion, as all great efforts are ma de. They 
will hide what ,they are doing for themselves: They 
will take care not to .. J:cnow what they are doing. 
They will live three h\:indred years, not . because they 
would like to, but .because the spul.deep down in 
them will knoyv that. they must, if .. the world is to 
be saved.27 

The "Soul deep.down" is the force which Shaw feels. 

is essential to ·save the human' race. 
"\· 

· Eve has sta "j;ed that .the span of life must be in--

creased, but she has not specified how_long. ·Franklyn 

in Part II states that man must live three hundred years. 

It was the Life-For.ce which inspired Ann to seek in 

John Tanner the father of the Superman. It was the Life- ' 

Force to which Tanner yi.elded in spite of protestations 
: ._ ' ' ' 

against its power. 

Ann: Well, if you don't want ~o·be married, you 
needn't be. 

· Tanner: Does any man want to be hanged? Yet men 
let themselves be hanged without a struggle for 

! 
: ! 
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', t: :·J: lif~, though' they could at least give the 
l, i cl:iaplain a bla.c k eye~ We do the w9rld.'.~ . . 
) . will, not ou:i;- own •. · I have a frightful feel-· 

·· \)t:ing that !_-shall let myself.be married because 
·· (: lt iS 1 th1edWhOrld I$ Whilbl, nd· Oia OUr 0.Vr, and

1 
that ·· 

1. you snou .. ave .a us an •. ~- , ·. \ 

.. 19 

~ . . ··.:r f .f ;=:. : I! ; 

i Th1s and more to the sarne e,ffect h;e declaims to .Ann, 
1, 
~ • ••• • ' • r • ;: • ./ •• 

whoj re~lizes in a,.:flash that 'the· duel is nea:pily over and 
j' l ! 

. proibeeds with deadly feminine intuition' to p)Ja.y her 
·. i: , . . ·'·. . . . ' . ' .. , ,. .,. : ··( ·'·. .· .. 

. tru~p card •.. In Mr •. Shaw's words.,. she '~cares Ito throw 
' }': . . .. '· ... ~· t ·- . . . -~--l·.1. ')\ :.":\: ~ '· !: ;_ •' 

awa.\y her customary exploitat.ions of th~ con:veritional, 
• ~. • ; .. .. ; , ' :. I •: ' ' , •·,;. ·, ' ·!.. • ·. , : ; ; : , ._ 

af;f:ectionate and dutif.ul poses and ola:L'.m him/by a 
~,, t·. ·.·· - ,·· : I -··· ~~y,:Jfet::· f' ·,:· .. ~-. ·r. ·· ( ':,·., 
ns.tµral right for a purpose. that f~r t:riansoebds their 

. . ;, . : . ! . . • . . ~ . ,. . \ • . f ' .' •.• ;- . : • 

. , I 

mor~al personal puiposes." She is ins~ired ~o do thi~ 
j: . . . \ ·, .. i. .. . .. . . . ,· .. ,). ''.; ···' ,:;· ·: · . . t; .. ' , f . 

· by /the Life-J?oroe. / She is clever and a:elf;..c!ontrollecl, 
} I . ·. '. ·' ·: ~: ... : :: ::. t . _: . : :. ·, ,1 i'. ·, . I,; . ~- . . . 

a l~ar, a bully an~ a coquette; at the ,supreme moment 
; ~ • •• • • 1 I , •• • • ; • ·~-:;;. ~ • .1, ~ i ; . 

the) LifQ-Force endows her with every quali·ty. To all 
. . '.~ \ • ' ! '. ' ~ A.. •,"' ' • \ ' \ .·., '' 1.,. / ' "' • :,, ,' •• '>. : .· '· '. 

~ . . ~. \.~ ... · .. 
thils Tanner· succumbs.· ·. ~;. '.: ; :· t . · t ... ,. .. ·· i 

/ Why·::did "·the · Life-F~;-oe 'oh~.6~e ~-~?: B~cause· s~~ had 
. . ,_ . . , : . : . . ,-:. .. I 

. . · .: · ·'i . · · · ' · -· · .. .. .t .~r·.· ... , · ·· ~ ·· · 

th~ will and. -deter1minatioh to>1:1uooeed·.in fil:filling t4e 

dictat~s ('o;;·~~-/~J{1~·::,,_;hy:dicll•,T~~-e; ;yi~1a" .. to Ann's 
.... ': .. :-i: {.' 4

_::.:,. •• ---:':/:·_;_ •• • !· ·;"~:.:::: '.: ,.-·,:i,r:~··sr· _ -/\:..::·_; 

designs?· .. ,;,:,, ·,;,: : ,: ·· · ,·· ,-; , ·1 1 J.: :.., ·r:,. "' .. ,.: 1 

. ,& . . ', .: ' . 7.' ':· :i; . '• J . . . . . . . . 
Tanner it,seems has two.wills, a1w;;1;t o:?.his own and 

• - J" ( ,, :':, .,· • '(" --~ •• •• ·; ·i:1 :: 1". ,·.f · . ..r-. / . 

the will. of the ·Life-Faroe •. ;,~h~re,;is,ai s,'truggle·betvveen 
· :._ <: ·:· · :-'. · .:. :::·: ·(.'· · f, ·._~ .··,· ::·~> ·-.~.' .... · .. ·. ")>.··1\· ,.·.-r·: :··, .-.., ... . . 

the two fore es; b,Owever, it ,:is :the L .. i;f.11.-fo;r.:HL,whio~ w:i...ns •. 
. ',·'. ,. ,,,·"• ,... . ,, . ' ., ., ' .: .,. ,/.,. /.. . . . . 

Aooordin,gj,toi's.haw·:Tan~e'1:·~s own_~'eeii·i~:'..isf µ·~t: will.('How- ; 
.•... i .... ·, .. ,.·i .·" .. , ....... ·-.. I.·, .•. , / .... :_ ,, : I· ~- ,·· /· . . .. . , .. : .· ~ , . ·.r·. ·.·'· .. ··1 

&!Jl 

,,' 

•'. 

.:r 
1.;1 

.. '.'i 

I 
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···-·:.·· ···~·~ 

· eve:r,, the str.onger power, .the ·Lit'e-Force, · is his true 

w.ill. r11anner yields ;to the. force because he has no 
. ...... ' I ., ; • 

·i 

al ternEltive. · 
. . \' 

Ann. Vvhy are you trying. to ,fascinat~ me, Jack, 
if you dott't want.to marty-~e? [ 

Tanner~ The ·Life-Force. I am in the grip of 
the Life-Force.29 

Ann .turned down· the proposal of marriage made by·. 

20 

Octavius, for though he was "chivalrous, faithi'ul, tend.er 

hearted, and fine, yet his. life was barren--the Life-Force 

passes it by." The Life-fg:i:-ce passes those who are unable. 
. ··s,. :(~",: ·:,: 

to struggle and fight for _their existence, and it finds 

expression in one who dares to defy its course. 

It is the Life~Force Which ls the ·inc en ti ve and· 

creator of Superman, for says Don Juan: 

--And I, my friend,. am as much a part of Nature 
as my own finger. is a part of me. If iuy finger 
is the organ by which I gra·sp ·the sword and the 
mandolin, my brain is the .organ by which Nature 
strives to understand itself.· :My dog's brain 
serves only my dog's.purpose;'but niy brain labors 
at a knowledge which does nothing for me personally 

. but make my body bitter to me and my decay and 
· death a calamity. · Were I not possessed with a 
purpose beyonwmy.own I had better be a ploughman 

· than a philosopher, for the ploughman 11 ves as long 
as the philosopher, eats more, ·sleeps· better,· · 
and rejoices)in the wife of hi~ bosom with le~~ 
misgiving. 'I'his is because the _philosopher is 
in the grip ./of the Life-Force. This Life-Force 
says to him{ ttI. have done a thousand wonderful . 
things unco#lsoiously by~merely willing to live· 
and follow: ,the line of :least resistance: now. I want 
to know my,sr~lf and my destination, and c~oos,e .. 

' i; ,J . . 

'/ f 
•i ~ '• ;;,; . J,. ; r • 

··29f} ;~bfJ··.~•,:'.' .T) .Jin. 70. 
,I;'. :ri . ,. 
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!1/ . 

I 
J . r , 

. I 

! 
> ·i 

i 
·/ , 
I 
I 



£)£! 

) 
•.1· 

my path; so I have made a special brain ':"" a 
~ philosopher's b,rain - to grasp this; knowledge 
ll for me as the husbandman,..' s hand grasps tp.e · 
i plough for me. And this"'1· JI says t.he Life:-Force 
~ I 
1 · to the philosopher; "must~··thou str;tve to do 
\\, for me until thou diest, when I will mak,e 
1: · ariother brain and another philo~30piher to; 

· i' carry on the .work. n30 · . · .. ·. · '! . 
\; ! . . . . " '\. 

\! i. 
11 !• 
n 1; 

:l 
:I 

3Q. ii , Ibid. ,' pp •. 133-134 ~ ··.: 
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Chapter III 

\. 
Creative Evolution 

'I; 

Shaw is interested in finding a .religion th~t can 

· include the idea of Evolution. He is inc lined to identify 

his dei~y with the Lif~-Force. His plea·for a•religiotis 
i 

revival is of a practical nature. He believes that the 
I 

breakdown of religious faith under the impact of Dar-
1 

winism is leading to/ the collap~e of civilization. He 

notes that: good-nati,il.·ed, unambltious men are cowards, when· 
. . J I • 

they have no religfpn, and that the people cannot be rais
: I 

ed to great height:s/'without a religious .impulse.··. 
JI,; 
,r·. . : 

. Shaw's religi~n is Creative Evolution. He feels it 
,J . 

',I I 

is the· genuinely s~ientific .religion fo.r which all wise. 
I - \ 

men are now anxiou#3ly looking.' He says: 
i . ' 

Creative 1 Evolution is already a religion;· , 
and is indeed now unmistata.bly the ':religion o:f / 
the twentieth century, newly arisen from the ,a/shes 
of psudo-Chr is tiani ty, af mere scepticism, and · 
of the soulless affirmations and blind neg1: 1?ions 
of the Meohanis ts and N eo-Da.rwinians. ~l ,/, · . 

I 
I 

Sha,w o ontinues: 
,, 

. :/ · ---for I had always known that ;civilization 
ne.eo.s a religion as a matter of life dr death; 
and as the conception of Creu.tive Evolution 
de~eloped I saw that we were at last within reach 
oi',a faith which complied with· the first condi-, 

. ti_:_pn of ~1~ t1;e r eligi911s thS.t_ have. ever ta ken 
hojl.d of nUD;lanity.32 

I ,r, 

I 

31. · Ba/bk: to Ivrethuselah, int1~0;,:_ 
32. Ibd.d .-:-intro.,· p. XCVIII .' . 

,, ,, 
I ·~ 
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There is no-thing in life for man unl,ess he accepts 
! '. :.: :~ .• '. .· t . ·+ . i. 

the idea· of evo1Jt·ion •. The evolutioni~t /has something 
• /' •• "·.. ·" L I 

·t.c/:11o~k forward io.' Shaw says:"·"· ;;,.r,:. r:·'.-
~.:; <• I • ·., .'.".~ ' ' } ' • ' .~. ,:·. ' -; '. .' • ' • J • : / . . .' ··.•. . ·:· .. : .. 
, . There is nothing for. us t,oday 1and nothing 
i: ,, . ·more to hope for unless the·. idea bfl evolution · .. : .'. ".",U 

·.''.'~·is introduced •. T_hen we. can-have h9pe, then / .• 
_.,,.there is something to live for and;though we1 
. do not know what is coming, that m/;ln ·who is an 
,evolutionist does believe that the/re is some/~· 
· thing coming that is far differen# than what 

:·.; ': has been, something higher; sometl,'iing. which; .. 
lives mor~ 1g;ensely t~an anythiriff, which ha$ · 
gone :before •. · _:· . . ·. · ,. /L ·. · · ; 

If:' _i 0.,_ , '! -v. 

Bernard ,Shawn~ .rel_igion is _the Eexpress~ort .of his faith in 
• . . ,_ . . . . • f. . ¥• • • ' .I t 

· life and therwi.11 .• ; , .. He :.r_ega,rds man. as! ~i vir1e becaus_e ,_. 
~ ....•. .,, -~. •.. ! ·i, . . 

ectually .man .i~ the last,effort. qf1the)wi11. ··to realize ,' ~ ' . ,' .· ' . ' . ,, . . .. i ' . . . . 
', l tself as God... . .. '' ', •;. ;,,_,_ i,'. ,.:r_, ., __ ... _!' ·., .:,. :, .... ' .. 

/ . . ' . . . • . '. , • . . ,-_ :. • . .,, " . 'l. ! r, • . . I . ;~ 

. I 
,I 

'' '· !.' 

'. ·. ·. \ . 1 

Shaw does,. no.t. believe . in, p~rsc;mal. ;imiilortali ty. 
'· . • ·:·· . . ' ' , :' . ' . . . i -

He 

:
1believes that: death. is only-~ .:zneifns .of !economizing life_ •...... 

;/ . . .-· ,., • : '. . .. ,. 't •• · '. ·:. ·. ·'·. ;· .- . ' ' .. ·.-,, 

'/ :For .. he says, 
l . 

'~--the _power_,that ,go·v~rns 'the eartht is: not. 
. ,. • , ••.• ,., t >., ·.- •• • .. .•.• • . • • : • .. 

I 1 . . . 

/the power.of 
! " ' .. ' 

Life,- but ot Dea.th ,~\:as, , '.'men will .die for . 
" • 1.,• .,, .... ,•• : . . ' • ' 

·· ' huma- p f t ~ " · ... ! . n · er e_(}_·ion. ,, , .· .. · ·'"'. .... + , . :. -;'. - ··t 

BernaJ;'<i Shaw. comes .not as a god~bre~ker,. as. some 
. ,\,< 

; would believe, put ,rather as ,,a .god-makeL'. , ,He comes as 
: ., • ~, ' • ,' ' • J •· • .,: ,._ .. ·' : • ,. i. ·. 

. . 

a hereti~. among the people. of, .the .modern faith _:1n . con-
, , ,.. . . . .' .· ' ... ) .. ,,. . ' . :· . ' .,,.. ' . -.,,• . 

vent,i_on, .in p~ecedent, in the ,i_nsti tu,tiori~ .. ; ,He does not ... · 

deny,, God for he knows Him to )e ,only .to~ .real •. • But he 

doe.s say, . "Be,w~re of a .man .whose. God 1is in ,~he Skie.s, Li. 

for un~il :.ma:n has pecome: ·:the -arbite:r of )?.is ,own destiny,_· 

he ~an never realize the _purpose pf the world." ~ ., , .1' , :. 

· 33. Archibald Henderson: "Bernard Shav,r' s Vision of· the 
. Future·", The _Golden ·Book, Vol Ix· (1929), p. <Jl~ 

.· .. ' i . 

. .: .... , - ~----~·».····•:--·,;; ... ,.,.c ..•...•. , ... ~ ....... , ....... , ....• , ...... -.•.•. -·~~"°:"-~ 
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I 

It -- has readily been supposed that the purpose of the 
. . . 

· world i~ to serve ,and perfect I?-~.~, b';lt · Bernard Shaw has· 

consist~nt1y put 'this conc·eption aside in favor of its 
I ;· (> . • 

. '- . ' . '/ . . ' . ' . . . 

_ direct opposite./ Although Shaw recognized the salvation. -
. • ' . _. ! ; fii ' . . . ·//; ·;. f .~ .:..: ;-" .' . . . . ' '. . . . 

of man is one of/the purpose~ of the.Life-Force, he also 
)/ :.,. : l .•• , ' 

supposes that the highest purpose of man is ~.O .rea,lize 
.- -_ -_· .. -. . -.. ·' . iii . .-. - - . - ; r . . ·-. , 

· ·· the trend of tlM ~r:.ife~Force. i :Man is of . value to , the 
,.wo,rld a'~. its s~1i~r ~ ', ; .- :f <; ·,-.. f'' 
'" '!/ . . ' ' 

NevertheleJss, he views the possible failure;' and ex-
. :· ;-~· .. ~- _·:;, .. . . ) ,. . \: C .... . .. , . 

tinction Or man/ with optimisni~·· .for he knows that. such a 
. '' ' . : . :· .. . ·. . . . . . \ ' . _'' , ... ,. . 

;, contingency woulki ,only be th~ ·result ;·or ·man's ta1lure to .-
. : . . ~ . . .: ' . . ' . _·: . ·. "' ' )· .,. ~'· ... , \, . "· : ·,. - . ! ;' . 

-- . take the oppor:t;'Q.Ili ty given hi;Dl or rea1i zing thEi aim of 
' : ' \ / . . 

the world •. · Man. is .not an end in himself. Th~ Life-Force 
',.,i 

i· 

· - is not spending.itself in perfecting_ so limiied-an.instru-
- ... ;,/ . . · .. ,;_. . \ .. . . :' . . 

rnent !!tor. its purpose. :Man mu'st be surpa.-ssed;: he is no .. 
- . · · · I .i · · .;, . . . ~ : · · . 1. ./ • 

; 

longer looked Upon as an end, j put ,.a.s a;: ,mea;is ,to an, end. ' 
. l iii .. ' ' ' ' i 

I·• - . 
He iis as much a ·cre.ature of transi ti,on as· any species in , . . ii ' . .. . -.\ 

,., . 

the 9rd~r of the· universe •.. : .,,, 
I 

:i ' 

·,, . 

. }To Bernard Shaw the uni verse is God _in the act of . ' 't . ' : . . ' -· ' 
niaki1*g Himself., . Wi~hin. the. uni verse, ih. :Shaw's cohcep-

/~ . ~ . ' . • • .. . f . 

'( 
. tionr. there· is a gr~at purpose,: a; great wiill. This force 
- ' i:. . . : : . ' -~:. .. .. ' . : ~ .. i . : . . . 

is bJdiless an<l: imp~t_ent ,with~ut':·e~~cuti~e: pbwe:r of its 
. ' . ~ ' ' ' ' . . . . . . ' ' ' . ' ' .' : 
·own.~ After innume_rable· experiments the :t)orce ~ucceeds in. 

. f, : . . ·:: :.~: . ·.· -~·<.: .' . .' . ' .. ; . ' . . ' "<. ' : .. --~ ~ ~ . '; i 

chan,~ing inert matter into the 'amoeba,· the amo~ba into 
. :i . -; . j ;. • :: 

' . !' . , ' ' ·-,• ' ·- . i ' ... - . ·, ' . '. , .. ,., ....• ,, .,. 

some-tJhing .. more·complex;finally there haE;J been::evolved 
·,,, ... ii:·· .. , .·~ ... ~···. ·, ,_· ,·· ·\ :··.,,, ~-}. ;J, • -~ ' 

- ~- Iiji:fri·;wit~::heu;tds)ind·a brain to.accompli~h the !work ot 
Ii. ·- .... ~ T •. · i1·c:1. . . - f 

( i: 
11:_i, 1: 

; [ 

_· il ·: ! . . ·! . ! 

' 'i 
·1 

'i ,_.1; 

; 
'·1 

' 

,_ l r I I 
,,;, .... .,,.J,..;;;MiX!i4&:t!t:!i!m· """""· u~---•·mJ:'m. :11111ma· !fflla.tm,..,.,..M!!lJl-.nsmMtame.n: men=•-...,· ---·,aiiiouiiiiiiiio;;;;i;;;;;;;;;;;.;;;.;;;;;;;.;;;,;;;;;;;;,;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;.;;;;;;;;.;;;;;;;;;;;;;;=-.....:;;:,,.....,_..,.===t-=======·'---··--=-~= 
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the. Life-Force. 

1 , . In ~ and Superman, Shaw for the· first time shows 
' I 
;Man o onsc ious of the Li.f e-J?orc e through· the char,ao tei· of ,. 
Don Juan. · Juan sees the needs of man and is willing to 

help life to ,cooperate with the superhuman power/ that. 
! 

will produce th.e "higher man." Don Juan wants t:o see 

man something other than the means for woman's getting 
' 

o;ti.ildren and rear.ing them. 

:Man has been woman's contrivance fo:r- ful
filling Nature's beheE!ji in the most economical:. 
way. She knows.by instinct·that :far back in 
the evolutionary process she invented. him, 
differentiated him, created him' in order to 

·produoe·something better t~tn·the :single
s exed pr co ess can pr educe. ·· . 

But .there has been .a change. i M~n has bee ome too 

strong tobe oontrolled:by woman .. He has become too 
> " • .. C ' <,. • ~ ,-~ ' ' ' ' ' 

imaginative and mentally vigorou~:~o,be content with mere 

self-protection.. 'me has,. ore.a.ted.';civilization without 
· .. •, . 35 :. 

consulting her.rt. · .. 

11What 1s this civilization?'\ asks. ·the Devil.· Don 

Juan ~nswers: 

--it is an attempt on Man's part to make 
himself something more than the mere instrument 
of Woman's purpose. So :far the result of Life 1 s 

:continual .effort not only to maintain its elf, 
but to achieve higher and higher orgoo iza.t.ion 
and completer self-consciousness is only, at 
best, a doubtful campaign betwees6i'ts forces and 
thos~ of Death and ~egenerat1on~ 

. ." •. . ' 

34. Man~ Superman, 
35. · Ibid., P• 112. ._, 
36~ Ibid.., p. 112 • 
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/i Don Juan feels that the mammoths.· and the man, the 
i;; 
1!·, 

moi.ise and the megantherium,·: the flies end the· fleas aridi 
ii 
'I 

thJ Fother$ of .the church are more. or less successful 
I• 

I 
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attempts· to build up that raw f.orce into higher snd high- · 
'.ii 

er\ individuals ,"the .ideal individual be/ing omnipotent, 
. t . 
omzj.lscient, infallible, I . and withal. completely unilludedly 

I , 
self-conscious, --or--a . ~ . . 

god." 
I 

:-1 

i. 
11 
i\ If _their- life is to realize .its a~m, it !must strive 
t,'. 
I/ 

foj a brain,an organ by which,it.can ~ttain not only 
,\ 

se~f-consciousnessbut self ... understanding. Don Juan 
.· f 1j 

says: 
t 

. ~ 

. \; 
1;, .. 
11 

--to Life, the force behind the Man, in-
tellect is a necessity, because without it he 
blunders into death. Just as Lif~, after ages 
of struggle, ~volved that wonderful bod~ly organ 
the eye, so that the living organism could see ... 

·: where it was going and what was coming ,to help 
· " or threaten i;t, so .it is evolving i today; a mind's 
'· f eye that shall see not the physical world, but 

: the purpose of Life, and thereb~r enable the in-
. di vidual to work for that purpose ,instead of ' 
thwarting and: baffling it by setting up short 
sighted personal aims as at presetit. Even as 
it is, only one sort of man has ever been happy, 
has ever beeni universally respected among all 
the conflicts of interests,and illusiqns.37 

f. 

This individual is/ 'one ''who. seeks in conte~plation to 
i . . 

discover 'the· inner/ wi,11' of'. 'th; world, 
' ' 

I 

discover the means of fulfilling,that 

i 
·,._,_·. I 

in invention to· 

willi, · and in 
! 

action to do that /will by the, so-discov:er~d means. tr38 

·. The Superman will see the needs 

and so eager is he to accomplish'the 

3?. Ibid.,· p. 115 •. , 
38. Ibid.,· p. 115. 

t ' 
/ : 
' I 

ot,; tp.e uni verse, 
,; i 

de:stred results 
! i 
I i 
i I 

[ I 

i ( 
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that there are no limits to his'power~ . His life is only 

useful· in so far as it is able to aid the Life-Force. One 

held by the force of life is . not. necessarily ·the happy· 

individual. Tanner would have been much more contented 

if he had remained a· jolly bachelor instead of being 

carried off kicking by' a- woman ,vhom he regards as a ruth

less liar. 

It was·Ann who pursued Tanner and forced him to 

marriage, much against his will, to be the father of the 

Superman.' Tanner'yielded toAnn'~ desire, ;not because 

of his affection for her, but because he.finds himself 

in the clutches of the· Life-Force. ·· 
. ' . 

Eighteen years after.the publication of Man~ 

Superman Shavrwrote his.second book on Creative Evolu

tion,--~ to Methuselah. He says: 

I now find myself inspired to make a 
. "<~ . 

second legend of Cresti ve Evolution without· 
distractions and embellishments.---I abandon· 
the legend of Don .Tuan with its erotic asso
ciations, and go back to the legend of the · · 
.Garden of Eden. I exploit the eternal in-

.. terest 'of the ,Philosopher's stone which 

.··•enables men to live fore.ver. ·. I. .am not, I , · 
'-· hope; under more illusion- than is htUrianly 

inevitable as to the crudity of t~~s my beginning_ 
of a Bible of CreAtive Evolution. ··-

....... Shaw "appro~d.hes Creative Evolution from a different 

·angle in his ;Metabiological/l?entateuch. The elements 
' ' ' . ;,,; '' /' ' . 

· of Circunist'antiJ1 'selec,tlon 1ancCwill 'are stil.1 pre~ent; ',' 
. ;. ,/ ' 

, . :: : . .. , ":· I/: / . . . ; . ' . . ~: . 

however 'Shaw 'p+pces emphasis! on longevity. Man must 

. ' '. ' .- •·. .... ../.[i ·.·,.!.,. , .. , . , .. , ' . . . ... -~ _. -;'·· ·.. ;, ., .... ..,.,.1:,;,~ .... -· ·"'····" 

39. Back to Methuselah, intro., P.P• C-GI • 
. :-.--._!/1' \ 

.-.\ 

I \ 
I 
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:; .. ··[ 

I 
I 
I . I 

liv~ three hundred ;yea:rs'·or' civilization wiil pariah. 
. . : . ' . ... I 

/ Franklyn and Qonrad Barnabas ·may b~ sa,~d to be the 
. I . / , 

. nc·a.ins rr of 'the preJent generatiod~··J They rJalize that 

the' h1e:n of their' 'generation ar·e< only furth~r, steps in/' 
: . i / . 
' • 1, / • 

. : ,' ·... . ,; . '. ·, " . 1·. ; ... 
the path of evolution~ If they' oanhot· ~o 1/ve the pro-:-

.. . ' I 

blems' of· oiyilization ithen G·od Wi11,pro4utje some being 
. . .. . . . i . . · . r .'-: / . 

who oan. :: The Life-Foi•ce ,'· the power; beh~n~ evolution, 
. . . . ', ·.: ; . ,' 

will< riot'allovt a static' individual, to renjain.in itJ path. 
I . / . .. 

. ! . . ;. . 

"Unless ·this withered thing. religion/ and. this dryi thing . . . . . . . . . ·.·. . . . .·. .· .. !I . ! . . 
soieno e, have· come alive .in .:our.·hands, ~·live ·and interest-

. • ·;·: if : . 
. fi I 

ing ,· we may·. 'just as ·we11:·go out ·and dig/iitj· the gar!den 
. . ,, 

/:,: . ; . 

until. it is ·time· to dig o_ur graves," ss!ys 11,ra.nk.lyn ~ 
. . . i :! 

B b · 40 s· h · · h b · · t · -' : d 1 · 1· t arna. as. r:·· ··aw as : rougn science &.Q · re ig on o-

. gether :-unde~ .. th~ ·name o:f · the ·Lif.e-Foroe 1and has made ·. 
; !· 
l ' ·I· 

· .. ii.one· of' ,the inspiring f!iotors in ·the o'ase~·of· longevity .• 
I ' ' 

i/t :::· , Longer- ;life. is to Ji1rank:lyn and' .Conia.d a ·,nsort o:f · 

tieligious. aspiration and.,pers onal ·· hope •-":4.1 The will to 

~ive,-~hree .hundred<'years ,oan'.be put J.nto:·men's he~ds, 

~nd it behoov,es: man ·himself to carry ~ut<this, ·aas+r.e. 

~ian will 'hide what :.they are •.doing •. , They ·Wi_~~ Ji v~ thr~e f ;<, 
. . . . . . :. . 

hundred year.a/ not beoa:us e they would : lJ:kEf t9, but be-
. . . ' /' 

1oab.se the wo.ul ,deep. down. ·in therQ.:,Wi~l,,lro_oy, .. ,,.t,h~.t .,they: must 

·;1t. the··wor 0ld. 1ia'\01,:b·e, sav:ad. :;-;''.:; .. :::?'( .. ,.:/: .!:, . '':. 
' . . 

·BernardShaw entitles the third part of the Bible 
0 ,~ ': 0 ;,• • -~. ' ,:, '. •'• A •• • ,; '''"···!··· 

: ; of .,Creative Evolution ''The Thing Happens," and the time 
·,, ; :: r.:·,. 

... 40. Ibid. , p • 49 • 
41. Ibid.• P• 94. 

\.". 

·; ·... "; ' .. · . . . · ... 
. . 

·,.lzla:ci111iim1&mau-... :~ ......... ~.;;;,_ _ : --· --- · 
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of this play is a. /summer af.ternoon in the year 2170 A.D. 
( 

To the astonishment of. some .of the characters of 

the play, it :is found that there ha"tfe been those who 
I 

have lived for Jver two hundred.years. lt is the Arch-
/ 

~.. . . ' !· J' :' . //.- ., ,' :._ ':; ''. 
bishop, ]':ranklyh Barnabas/ in Book II;, who finds ,that he 

' I I . 

'. haa been' one df the chosen individuals to save civiliza-
: I . . ·, 

tion. Ivirs. Lq-bestring, the 1dom~stic slave, is another 
:1" ' . . : . . \ 

individual enj/oying long life. Th~ugh n1ong life is com-
, 

. : : .. . ':/ . ·. . . . ' ' 

plicated and ~ven terrible,'' says Ii1rs. Lute string, "it 
, I 

. is glorious a~1 the same. i ~ou1d no more chapg~. places 

with an ordinar;y woman than with a may-fly tha\i'lives 

oniy an hour."42 
. . . / 

The Archbishop and N.crs ~ Lutestring. fin,cl' it part of 

thefrdutyto convince' the pe~ple ofithe twenty-second 
ii i 

cen~ury of the need of t.he extension· of./ individual human 

lifJ3· if civilization is to be, saved~ 11We die in boyhood/' 
!jj 

say~ the· Archbishop·,· "the maturity that Should make us 
·. :iJ . ' . '·_' ' ·. ' .. 

the:/ greatest of all the nati:ons lies beyond the grave 
:. ,I/. . , ,· ·,. •l .. : 
for1us. Either we shall go under as gray-beards with 

go1~ clubs in ~ur ha~ds or we must w111:~~·1ive i~n~er. 1143 
;(, 

' ;. 
... • '{' ' ' ' 

Tuirs(j. i Lute string continues: 
I .·. · • ., , i 
·j;: Yes, , that is it. ---I felt, even when I was 

,J 

an ignorant domestic slave, . that ·We. had "t;he 
r possibility of becoming a great nation within us; 
l .tiJ 
Ji. 
\I, 

i) 
. \i 

42. 1'. ~-, 

43.::, .··_Ibid., 
r: 
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i ' . . I 
' but our faults artd follies' drove in~ to cynic~l 
hopelessness. We all ended like t,\!lat. It is 
the highest creatures who, take thh longer tb , . · 
me.ture, and are most helplesS; in oµ.r maturity.·· 
~:f the white4:ruoe Js to be. s.aved,.i· .. /our, destiny; .. 
is apparent. 4 · .. ·· ·· ·• ·" J' ·· ,,. , 1 • • .t 

Shaw ·Could well have oonoluded hi!i Bible of/ Creative /t. 
. . . . . \ . . . ·, ,. . ·'. . - '\ 1:·1 

Evolution ·with ·the· third oo ok: 'if 'all ¥1~ had want~d<:tto · do · . 
. . . ~ / .. ,'. 

was to set forth a theory for . the,· sav;i,6.g of humanity. · In 
' ' ' ' 

.·. • .• • : ' . ; :, .. , _, • _; I: . ' 

the la.st two· p~ays · of this series. ther~ seems to 'be· no hope 

. it'or ma11kind ,teven though 'he :$UCO e'e,ds :infa.e'veloping' a' 'race 
/ . I .• . . ' I 

.. /of .p.eople· he' calls'· A~oients) ,·who:· a/e''sup·:p·os·ed· tof··be 
.. ·. ' . . ' 

. ;! ,· : . '. -· .. .': '.. . . ' . ! 

)Sup ern;1:en of the future. ''..; : ·' ' >e . . ·in ·, . - -~ 1 ·••·••··. ·· 

,/ ' • ·. •• •.". ··- ,·, . • • • -· I• y. , •. .• 

;! · The three-hundred..:.year..:01d· sage~' are not hi!s goal. -· 
./ ' ' '' '' ' '·· '' ' ' ' ' ,;' '· ' ·. 

/ They still are·:bo:rn of women and houri'shed'.'by' th'e fruits". 
I I 

! o:f ·the-·earth'. 1;'The Anc'ients ;satisfy'-~haw 'only ''through'.~ .. 
i ' ' ' •, ' ' ' ·. 

their ultimate as·~iratfon~' : .s : tr: L: ":"J<,": ·'!tJ'>.l. ~) ·:; 1;. :;, ·· '1 ' --
. ' ,// 

" ·, :Bernard Shaw begins his plays· vigorously and joyous.:. 

.ly and ends· irt''dretirinis·s\'.' Lifii in-·the~tyea:r 3000:A. 1)~ ·. 

is 'a.p'par'en:tly' dignified''' and dee e:nt/ but ''tile:. only noble 

i deed ·is: that "of i man who dies rather "'tha.n':live among his 
. ' . .. . 

. . . . 

:fai t'hf'es a. arid deltided·,~o·ompanionei'. nwl;ieri, mari :'ceases .·tO 
. . . ' . 

will~-. when he 1rio longer aspires for. greater things,, he 
·:.., 

then descends to the lower levels of humanity. 

Even though the Pentateuch ends with.a warning, 

Shaw has, I feel~ succeeded in presenting his idea clear

ly. He wishes to impress mank:ind with the ·need of self .. 

realization. Through Man's ·awak:ening $haw feels there 

is hope .for civilization~ 

44. Ibid., PP• .143-144. · 

/ 



31 

:Conclusion 

It has been necessary-in defining Bernard Shaw"'s 

. Lifei~Force, to. 9-iscuss va!ious factors \,wlicli are closely 
1
1 i / . 

rel~ied to the subject. 
:i:: 

· ii It , is evident th'at the· force to which Shaw refers is 
ii ' 

:/ 
an ~volutionary power. If the power is to express it-

,f . 

selt it must·havea medium through which it may act. In 
} 

ordJr.· that it may: have self-realization ,Jthe force creates 
/; 

Sup1~man. 1rhis creative power is the L~fe-Force. 
I 

l I ··define the Life-Force to' ·be an e1olutiqnary 

power which reveals itself in man's will to perfect him-
·- !~ '1) 

self a Shaw hopes through this evolutionary process that 

man if may be able to identify his purpose( in life with 
' ' ' !' ; 

purpose of the ':mi verse, in this .. way acp.ieving self
,· 

realization. 
: 1, 

( Just as human~ty today looks to Go~ as ~he great 
! 

the 

} I, 

powtr to save the universe, so.Shaw loo~s to/the Life-
:: :. 

Force •.. It is the great liberating factbr of/ the 
1· , I , . i 

uni yerse, and Sh~w./ looks .Y.? ;tpis force pf life as the 
t. . "1' . ·'I o. ;,, ·"-· ~J '. : i 

. 'i'· 

power'which''will<' s~ve; man. ,, 

/i 

': 

,, , . 
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