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CHAPTER I

Eastern Cklahoma College, at Wllburton, Latimer
County, was founded in 1909 by an act of the First Leg-
1slature of the state of Oklahoma as the Oklahoma School
of lines and Metallurgy.l The Eleventh Legislature passed
House Bill 201 in 1927, which changed the name of the
School of Mines and Metallurgy to Eastern Oklahoma 0011959.2

The established purpose of this college was to teach
such courses in mining and metallurgy as would give a thor-
ough scilentific knowledge of all subjects pertaining to
this phase of education, ineluding mathematics, chemlstry,
and engineering.3

Although the college was designed by law to be pri-
marily a technical institution, the students living in
Eastern Oklahoma College area were constantly requesting
that commerce be offered as a part of the curriculum, As
a result of the demand, in 1924 the Board of Regents gave
the college authorities permission to iﬁtroduce work in

commerce and provide the necessary equipment.

1 Complled Laws of Cklahoma, School--State, 1909, p. 1689,
Article XIV, School of Mines and HMetallurgy, Sectlon
8381.

2 Senate Journal, Regular Sesslion of Eleventh Leglslature
of Oklshoma, House Bill No. 201, January--March, 1927,
P« 509,

3 Ohland Morton, "Junior Colleges in Oklahoma," Junior
College Journal, Vol., III, March, 1933, p. 307.



There is, today, a question in the minds of school
administrators and teachers regarding the overlapping of
some high school courses with simllar courses offered in
college, This study, it is hoped, will aid materially
in the improvement of the commerce curriculum of Eastern
Oklahoma College to fit the needs of the high schools in
the area, or give evidence to justify retention of the
present curriculum, |

Eastern Oklahoma College serves primarily the high
schools within the countles contiguous to Latimer County,
namelys Haskell, LeFlore, Pittsburg, and Pushmataha.

PURPOSE OF STUDY

This study involves a survey of the commerce pro-
gram In all of its phases In the high schools of the area
in order to determine the situation from 1833 to 1936,
inclusive., It also ilncludes a slmilar analysis of the
program of Eastern Oklahoma College, from 1934 to 1937,
inclusive., A further purpose 1s to follow up the high
school commerce graduates through thelr work in Eastern
Oklahoma College to determlne what, if any, relationship
exlsts between the high school commerce work and that of
the college and a comparison of the college program with
the high sechool programs. In the light of the findings,
recommendations concerning the college program are made

in order better to articulate the programs, and thus to



Ifulfill more completely one of the primary functions of

the Junlor college.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The materials found in this study conslst of ques-
tionnaires, letters, interviews, and permanent records
avallable iIn the twelve high schools which were found to
offer conmerce work; records of Eastern Oklahoma College;
superintendents' reports from the files in the Division
of High School Inspection of the State Department of Ld-
ucation; miscellaneous data obtalned from various govern-
ment reports, and personal information from former high
school and college students.

The selectlon of the high schools used in this study
was made through a survey whlch determined the schools
offering two or more units of commerce work. Two unlts
of commerce were arbitrarily selected as a result of a
cursory examination of the reports from the flles in the
Division High School Inspection of the State Department
of Zducation reveal, It was found that schools offering
fewer than two units of commerce, offer courses such as
commercial geography, commerclel arithmetic, and commer-
cial law, which are usually used as fill-in courses, and
do not zonstitute a commerciasl curriculum,

An analysis of the applications of accredited Ligh

4

schools on file in the Division of High School Inspection

of the Department of Educatlion showed that the followling



high schools in the area offered two or more units of

commerce during the period covered by the study.

Antlers \ Heavener Panama
Bokoshe Keota Poleau
Haileyville Kiowa Spiro

Hartshorne McAlester Stigler

The data secured fram.bha superintendents' reports
were checked by questionnalres and letters to the sev-~
eral high schools., Personal interviews were held with
the administrators of several high schools. The data gath-
ered include a compllation of high school graduates during
the years studied who earnmed two or more units in commerce
courses; equipment used in the commerce departments; grad-
ing system of the several high schools; and occupational or
other activities of the graduates in September following
their graduation from high school.

The college data and grades of all comerce students
enrolled in the department from September 1934 to 1937
inclusive were secured from the officlal college records.
These data were one year later than those for the high
schools as normally the graduates of the preceding year
entered college at that time. A comparison of grades was
made of the students to discover what relation, if any,
taking high school commerce work had on the college com=-
merce achievement. In the light of these comparlsons, rec-

ommendations concerning college are submitted.



and defined by many writers.

number of functlon various authors list may vary, practi-
4

FUNCTIONS OF THE JUNIOR COLLEGE

The functlions of the Jjunior college have been studied
Although terminology and

cally all the writers agree upon the functions.

It 1s generally accepted that the four baslic func-

tions of the junilor college are as follows:

(1)

(2)

The preparatory function:

The early developments in the junior college move-

ment centered around the efforts of certain high
schools and small colleges to organize courses
which duplicated those of the first two years of
the universities., In thls way students could be
retained at the smaller institution and prepared
for advanced work in the upper classes of the
universities.b

The popularizing function:

The friendliness of the universitlies toward the
Junior college movement would not have avalled
to bring about their wlidespread establishment

if there had not also been a local demand that
pupils completing the regular high school course
be accorded an opportunity for higher educatlion
more freely than was already posslble. It was
this desire to serve the students who could not
otherwise continue their education which led to
the addition of post-graduate courses in Joliet,
Saginaw, Detrolt, and other Middle Western high
schools which ploneered in the movement .0

McKee Fisk, The Reglonal Junior College, Unpublished
Doctoral thesis, Graduate School of Yale University,

1938, p. 113,

William M. Proctor, The Junior College, Its Organi-
zation and Adminis%fEFIbn, Stanford %

California, 1927, P. 12.

Ibia,

niversity Press,



(3) The terminal function:

This is the provlding of terminal courses, usually
vocational in character, so that the student may

at the end of two years have "rounded out" his edu-
cation and be gualified to take up his vocatlonal
activities in a competent and well-prepared manner .’

(4) The guldance function:

Abundant evidence that the need for guidance is
recognized by colleges and universities 1s seen
in the geperal adoption of such devices as "Fresh-
man Week, orientation courses, advisory systems,
and similar plans for helpling lower classmen to
get better started 1in thelr college work. But
this responsibility, resting heavily though it
does on the universities, presents a pecullarly
direct obligation to the junlor colleges. With
the growing popularity of our high schools, an
increasing number of thelr graduates are seeking
higher education. Many of these are not well
adapted to the task of pursuing a four-year col-
lege course, Thc university, intent on profes-
gional preparation, is loth to acknowledge any
responsibility for those who cannot go beyond the
lower college years. The Junlor college must
accept the duty of gulding these into lines of
study for which they age fitted and which they
can profitably pursue.

THE EASTERN OKLAHOMA COLLEGE AREA

The commmity aspects and influences of the junlor
college seems to be well recognized. Thus one of the
determinants of the effectiveness of a commerce program
is the area in which the college operates.

The junior college has been variously called a
peoples! college, a commmity college, a local

institutlion, or some other similar term indicat-
ing that it should be an integral part of the

7 1Ibid., p. 18.
8 1Ibld., p. 24.



community life and activity, much In the same wéy

that the high school has been. Koos shows that

both professional literature and junlor college
catalogues, as early as 1921, were emphaslzing

the communlity aspects of the junlor college.

Granted that such is the case, and every study

of the Junior college seems to bear out such a

conclusion, it follows that the community itself
ls an Important factor in determining whether a
jumilor college should be formed., If so, the

type, funetion, eurriculum, and activities of *

the Institution will depend largely upoa the com-

mmlty in which the college is located. ;

The area that 1s served by the Eastern Cklahoma
College is rural and mountainous. éhs southern part of
LeFlore, southern Latimer, southeastern Pittsburg, and
practically all of Pushmataha County lles in the Quachita
Mountain Reglon. The surface of the reglon is much rougher
than the other parts of Oklahoma. The principal mbuntaina
have distinctive names, such as Winding Stalr, Kiamichi,
Jackfork, Pine, Rich, and Blackfork. Rich mountain’ in
the southeastern part cf LeFlore County is the highest
of these hills, reaching an elevation of over 3,000 feet

10
above sea level. The remalning part of the area is
included in the lower Arkeansas River Valley reglon. This

condlition affects all industries in the territory.

9 McKee Fisk, op. cit., p. 25,

10. L. C. Snider Oklahoma Geologicel Survey, Bulletin
No. 27, September 1917, p. 66.




The principal industrles and business activities as
found in the United States Census Reports and other
sources include agriculture, coal mining, lumbering and
furniture making, and wholesale-retall distribution,
Data were not avallable by counties for other businesses,
although there 1s a limited amount of manufacturing.
Considerable income is also derived from the recreation
facillitles arforded by the area,

The principal occupatlon of the people in this area
is agriculture as shown in Table I. With the proper care
and cultivation of the soils, 1t should become the prine
cipal producing resource in this area. The crops grown
are, in order of importance, cotton, wheat, corn, sor-
ghuams , hay,_oats, potatoes, broom corn, and other small
grains,

Mining of coal 1s second in lmportance and is carried
on most intensively in McAlester and Wilburton dlstricts
of Latimer and Pittsburg counties whilch produce a hig
grade bituminous coal for domestic and industrlal fuel,

On the eastern edge of the fleld, in Leflore County, a
semi-anthracite coal is found., This high-grade fuel 1s
being mined in inereasing quantities. These coal deposits
are also found near Stigler In Haskell County, but are not

11 TUnlted States Department of Commerce. DBureau of
Census, Census of Agriculture, 1935, Veol. I,
pp - 718"’737 .



TABLE I
POPULATION, NUMBER, AND PER CENT GAINFULLY EMPLOYED
IN IRDUSTRY AND OCCUPATION IN THE
FIVE COUNTILS

1930%

COUNTIES TOTAL AGRICULTURE COAL MININRG LUMBER & FURNITURE WHOLESALE & RETAIL

POPULATION Per Per Per {except auto)

Jumber Cent  Ihuber Cenk  _ Number Cent

latimer 11,184 4,000 3647 580 5.2 144 1.3 187 1.4
LeFlore 42,806 17,133 89,9 977 8.3 721 1.7 646 1.8
Faslkell 16,816 7,770 47.9 78 1.1 42 043 204 1.2
Pittsburg 50,778 14,022 27.6 £,305 4.5 241 0447 1,383 2.7
TOTAL 135,818 49,635 36,5 4,034 3.0 1,659 1.8 2,621 19

#*United States Department of Commerce., Fifteenth Decennial Census, 1930, Popula-
tion Pulletin, second series, Oklahoma, pp. 44-48,



worked extensively. The coal area 1s divided into dis-
tricts, The districts in which coal is mined are the
McAlester-Hartshorne, Wilburton-Red Oak, Hughes-Howe-
Poteau, and Stigler-Tamaha Districts. These centefs

may be noted on the accompanying map. At the present,
coal mining is decreasing in most places, Because of
this, the towns are suffering great population loss, and
consequently economic loss, This has a tendency to affect
directly business which has been built to take care of the
needs of the people engaged in this occupation. It also
affects the schools, in that revenue coming from these
sources is not adequate to meet the needs of the various
commmities,

In Haskell, LeFlore, and Pittsburg Counties, from
April 1, 1930, to Janhuary 1, 1935, there was approximately
a $2,000,000 decrease in land valuation and bulldings on
the farma.lzln Pushmataha County there was & decrease
during the same period of years of over $800,000.13Thia
great loss in farm valuations will affect the entire
life of the coming home 1life, industry, and civiec and
educational activities, In fact, it implies more poverty,
and less progress from a civie and educational point of

view.

12 United States Department of Commerce, Op. cit.,
pp . 718"’757 -

13 Ibid.



The ralsing of livestock 1s of considerable ilm-
‘portance in this area, and 1s increasing yesrly. The
increase in the number of llvestock from 1930 to 1935
in the respective counties is as follows: IHaskell,
4,873; Latimer, 5,696; LeFlore, 15,080; Pittsburg,
18,1063 Pushmataha, 11,094.14Th£ grazing lands in these
counties are qulte extensive, There are a number of
mountain ranges that afford excellent grazing lands and
are in an open and semi-open range where cattle graze
the entire year.

The lumber and timber products are found to be
mostly in the entire college area, Lumbering and saw-
milling ave lmportant popnlating-supporting industries
in LeFlore and Pushmataha counties in the Quachite
Mountain region. A large saw-mill is located in this
area, and has a capacity of 125,000 board feet of lumber
per day. It owned approximately 70,000 acres of timbered
land in 1937, and during this time employed daily more
than 400 men with a monthly payroll that exceeded 25,000,
The mill is supplied with timber by means of truck and
narrow guage railroads which are moved from one locality
to another as the timber is cut out,

Although the lumber is rapidly diminishing, one of
the greatest helps to this section of the state is the

14 TIbide.



reforestation which i carrisd on principally by govern=
ment ageneies on land thab bas been proviously cub over
and sold to the govermmusint.

H

A large zinc smelber located at Guinten in Pitisburg

County has been an active industry In pascst years. 6=

cently, Lt has discontinued operation because of wne depbh

Letflore County has the only glass plent in Fastern
Oklahoma. it is locatsd at FPoleamw. Thils Ffactory speclials=

zes in waking of cylinder ges containers for zasoline

[t

DUIDS »
The Quachite Mountaln region algo affords three de-
posits of pure asphalt. Une of these is known as the
jumbo mine and is northwest of Antlers, anobher is near
PTuskahoma, and a third is not far {roun Page.
As can be seen in Table I agriculture is the most
important occupation, wilech engeszes the most people, lors

1

than bten bimss a

o

many people or 38.5 per cent of the
population of the area are engaged in agrlilceuliture tihen

any other occupat10n¢ Haskcll County had the grosbest
number of any of the counties engaged in sgriculiure wiiich
wag 7,770, The second occupation of the area in inpor-
tance e coal mining, J per cent ol the populatlon of the

area are engaged in

fa¥aRe: 1 this industry, The sectlon sbove the

15 L. €., Snider, op. cit.,
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Map I

MAP SHOWING THE LOCATION OF THE COLLEGE
TOPOGRAPHY, MAIN ROADS, COUNTIES AND HIGH SCHOOLS
OF THE AREA STUDIED.
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red line ag shown on the accompanying map show deposits
16

of coal, Pittsburg County has £,300 people employed in

wilil

the coal mining occoupsbion which is the greatest number

ay

of gainfully euployed of any of the couwibles, bub Lablmer

c\,:l

)

County has the greatest per cent cuployed in this industry..

Tamaber and furniture maklﬂﬂ is ano r Important in-

dustry within this area; 1.2 per cent of the popunlation

are engaged in this Industry. LelFlore County has 721
ople employed in this occcupation and ia the greatest

number engaged in any of the counties, but Pushmataha

PR

Eet

County‘has 3.5 per cent which is the greatest per cent of
any of the countles.

Table II shows the actlve propricetors and employess
gainiully employed iﬁ Service Ystablisiments and Whole-
sale Distribubive Gccupablons in the five countles, The
gervice eatablislments have 371 wmore actlive proprietors
than the *holegale Distribubtive class. There are, how-

gver, 32 wore empleyees in the Wholesale Digtribu

sive

(,u

mroan then employees listed under sefvice Lstablisiments.

Data concerning obher occupatlions werenot avaellable as to

counties.

ROLATED STUDILS

There have been very few studies made that are simi-

‘lar to this one., Two which have a bearing on this problem

16 Ibid., p. 4.
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CIETTINFIDR o QUTRTITET £
SURVEY O SERVICE

Wholesale  Distripution

Countiss het. Prop.

Latimer 108 53 13 7
LeFlore 18 9 - 11
Haskell 100 854 10 &7
Pittsburg 153 102 19 202
Pughmataha 39 33 46 16

TOTAL 417 251 46 283

(1) + U, 5. Departm

partment of Commerce, Jurean of vhe Cenm
Census of Iugine "

LS,
gags, Service Est,i lishments, IT, 19235,
(1) T. S. Department of Commerce, bureau of The CUsnsus,
Census of Busliness, VWholesale Uisteibation, 1I7, 1035.
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are the Snringate study made at the Universit
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1687, and the Onstott study mede at the Unlwersliity of
Denver, 1836, Springete, in his study of forty coll eres
and wniverslties in the central part of the Unlted States,
roports from a study of 1230 students enrolled in first

semester Accouwnting Course, that stuwdents who had book-

keeping in high school show a wmarked superilority the Tirst

semester in college accounting over those who have not had
17
high school bookkeeping.

Onstott, Registrar of Denver Univérsity, wade a study
of student grades in first year accounting over a period
of five years. This study reﬁeals that in s large mmjorily
of cases the studentas who falled in accounting were the
ones who had had no high school bookltcenling. From a study
of 660 gsbtudents, the grades of those who had sbudied book=
» school were 17.14 per cent higher than

i3
those of students who had no bookkeeplinz in high school, '

17 Charles Stepnens 3nringate, The Hifect of High School
Bookkeeplng on Achlevement in College Accounting,
Doctoral thesis, Gradcate School of “Pusiness sy Unie
versity of Chiecago, 1837, p. 5G.

13 P. C. tmstobt, A Comparative Study of the Records
af Students mot’ Tt and Without High Schiool Book-
keeping,” School of Cosmerce, UPLVOfSl vy of Denver.,

L (Tnpublished Study) 1836.
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CURRICULUM IN HIGH SCHOOLS

This chapter presents daits conc

ment and status of

high schools In the srea that were

more uvnlits of commsrce for

temwber, 1935, and ending in Junc, 103Y7.

The high schools and years
introduced into the curriculum
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Seven schools were offering c
year of this sindy. OUne school added co
the next two years.

he last ysar of the study, 1936-1937.

srulng

the commerce curriculum of

the years beginning in

ommerce duri

CF COMMERCE

when commeree worlh was

ere as follows:

P356~1937

-

()

1935-1936
1923~1924

1925-1929

1934-1935
1986-1927

1836-1937

\

19

)
Z\?

25-1886

.

mmerce in eaech

17

‘the desvelop-
the twelve
found to offzr two or
Sepn-

the first

of

Three schools added the work during
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COURSES AND ENROLLMENTS

The courses offered, enrollment in these courses, and
the number of schools offering each course each year are
shown in Table III. A study of this table indicates that
the usual offerings of small high schools are 1isted.1
The subjects which have been offered during the four-year

period covered by this study are:

Arithmetie ' Shorthand (First Year)
Bookkeeping (First Year) Shorthand (Second Year)

Business English Typewriting (First Year)
Commercial Law Typewriting (Second Year)
Salesmanshlp

During 1933-1934 only seven of the thirty-nine high
schools of the area offered two or more units of commerce
work.2 This number increased to eight high schools-in
1934-1935, nine high schools in 1935-1936, snd twelve high
schools in 1936-1937. The rapid development of commerce
work in the high schools of the area 1s apparent from the
growth in the number of high schools offering the work,
from seven to twelve schools, 71.4 per cent, durlng the

four years whereas the total number of high schools In

1 Cf. National Business Education Quarterly, Vol. V,
No. 3, Warch, 1047. Bntlire Llssue is devoted to the
conmerce offerings in the small high school.

2 A list of the high schools of the area may be found in
the Appendix.
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Fusle

the area showed no change during the period. During the

P

pericd gsbudied no® a single high sechool thet offered the
commerce work discontinued 1t. The increase in number of
schools offering commerce therefore was a net growth.

As is readily aspparent from a study of Table IIX
bhe first year typewrliling consistently had the largest
enrollment of any of the commerce subjects. Indecd, thisg
subject was the only subject that was oifered every year
of the Four years in every high school offering commerce
work, This subject enrolled both the largest numbers of
students and the largest per cent of the entire high
school enrollment of any ol the commerce subjects. The
percentage varied from 14,0 to 13.8 of the total high
school enrollment,

First-year shorthand was the subject oifered with the
gsecond greatest rreguency. In btwo years, 1934-1935, and

1936~193?, it was offered In every high school offering

Ga

3

two or more units of commerce, Second-yvear shorithand was

offered each year in only one high school, lchlesber.

- 3
o ey
-

Salegmanship was offered the last twe of the four-year

o

eriod in one high school, also HceAlsster,

[ee
The offerings of the thfee semester courses, arith-
metie, business English and comaserclal law was somewhat
errat%c. ZThis apparently is due to tne‘fact that these

S a s P -
three gubjects are what are commonly known as "fill-in®

s
5.

subjects, single semester courses, that are used to £ill




TABLE III

SUEJECTS, WIMBER OF SCHCOLS, UWIDER AND PER CENT OF PUPILS EURCLLED
IN COVMERCE COURSES IR THE TWELVE HIGH SCHCOOLS OF THE AREA

1933-1954 | - | 1934-1935

TOTAL TOTAL

E. 8., PUPILS H. 8, PUPILS

RHROLL~ EHROLL- PER CENT EYROLL- ENROLL- PER CENT

SUBJECTS SCHOOL UENT HENT EHROLLIIENT SCHOCL MERT VENT ENROLLMENT

Arithmetlc 4 1522 1385 12.6 4 1573 185 3.9
Bookkeeping B 1315 131 7.8 6 1998 187 Sed
Enzlish 5 1450 170 11.% 2 422 40 9.5
Law 6 2168 168 7.8 5 2091 118 5.6
Sales .

Shorthand I 8 1698 112 7O 8 2490 211 8.5
Snorthand II 1 764 41 5.4 1 780 o3 7.0
Typewrlting I 7 2462 383 14,7 8 2490 395 15.9
Typewrlting II

TOTAL 7 2,462 1,177 8 2,480 1,139

Wote: Thils table should be read as follows: In 1933-1934 Iour schools with a total
enrollment of 1,522 puplls offered Arithmetlie. There were enrolled ln the course 18D
pupils, or 12.6 per cent of all puplls in the high schools offering Arithmetiec.

Wote: The detail of this btable 1s shown in the appendlx

08



TABLE II1 (COWTINUED)
SUBJECTS, WUMBELR OF SCHOOLS, HUMBER AND PER CENT OF PUPILS ENROLLED

I8 COVMIRCE COURSES 1IN THE TWELVE HIGH SCHOOLS OF THE ARUA

1935-1936 1986~193%

TOTAL TOTAL

Ho 8. PUPILS Hs B, PULILS

- EHROLL~ BNROLL~ PER CERT EYROLL~ ENROLL~- PER CENT
SUBJECTS SCHOOL HENT MENT LEROLLMENT SCHOOL MENT NENT

ENROLLMENT

Arithmebic 9935 69 7.7 2 201 39 19.4

Bookkeeping 2195 217 9.9 10 801 263
English 1141 116 10.8 5 1125 29
Law 1405 141 10,0 7 1511 145
Sales 795 24 3.0 1 803 40

Shorthand I
Shorthand 11
Typing I
Typlng II

TOTAL

O HOHOH&BWSI

2632
795
2619
705

2,619

20
63

367

126

1,331

8,0
8.6
1%'0
15.8

12
1

1z

3193
308
3193

3,193

303
55

600

1,539

003
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out tesching programs or that are introduced to glve the

the opportunity Lo elect single semester courses,

principally during the second semester.
Boolkkesping has been inereasing in freguency. Second-

yvear typing was oifered durlng one year only, 18380-1036,

in ¥echAleabter hizh school only.

It is agparent from these dats that the tradltional
commerce subjects, eséecially sherthand and typewriting,
nave conslatently constituted the commerce pregram of the
hign schools of the area. DBooklteeping was also offered

consistently by all high schocls.

The single semester subjects of arithmetic, business

English, mmd commercial law were not offered with any great
degree ol consistency. Only one high school, Kiowa, of~

3
fered arithmetlce in each of the four years. Several high

period,

Kiows slso was the only high school which offered
business English each of the four years. Coumnercial law
was offered by ton different high sci:ools al some time

during the pericd. Two high schocls, kcAlester and

Heavener, oflfered commercial law durlug each of the Iour
years,
Ls would bo expected claess sizes in the small high

sehools were small. Some classes were offered with as

few as five or six pupils enrclled in then.

3 The detall of Table I1I may be found in the Appendix.
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As iz shown in Teble II1 the enrollments in the high
gehools inereased conslstently. ALl high schools offering
commeree work btaught typewriting. This subject 1s Indic-
ative of the relstive growth in commerce enrollment. The
total enrollment of the seven his zh schools offering com-
merce work in 1933-1934 was 2,408 and the botal enmrollment
of the twelve high schools offering the work in 18936-1937
was 5,193, an increase of 731 pupils or 29.2 ner cent.
The enrollments in typewriting in these same high schools

increased from 363 in 1933-1934 to 600 in 18358-1937, an

Increase of 237 or £5.,3 per cent., 1t 1is ap

A

parent that
the enrollments in typewritlng during the perilod have in-
creased at mope then twice the rate that the enroliments
in the hlgh sechools increaged,.

A similar situation is found In the enrollments in
shorthand. In 1833~1534 there were 1,892 pupils enrolled
in the six high schools offering shorthand and in 1836«
1937 the twelve high schools offering shiorthand had an
enrollment of 3,193. This was an incrsase of 1,498, or
88.0 per cent. These same high schools enrolled 119
pupils in ghorthand in 1833-1934 and 308 pupils in 1<56—
1937, an ilncreasse of 189, or 158.5 per cent.

The relationsghip of bookkeeping

w

enrolliment to high
chool enroliment of the high schools offering book-
keeping shows a similar relationship. From flve schools

with an enrollment of 1,818 puplils 1In 1833-1834, book-
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keeping offerings inerecased to ten schools with an
enroliment of 2,501 puplls in 1936-183%. This was an
increase of 986 puplls or 54.3 per cent in tobtal enroll-
seriod

!
b
e

nment. The booklkeepling enrcliment for the_sam@
doubled growing Irom 131 to 263, an lncrease of 132.

The offerings of the other subjects were erratic,
a comparison of the class enrvollments with those of
the high schools would have no meaning,

Thus, it is apparent thst the enrollwment in conmerce

ubjects, insofar as the three traditional subjects cowm-

ik

posing the commerce curriculum are concerned, has been

about twice as fast as the growth of tetal snrvrollment

n

of the high schools offering these sumjects.
TEACHING STAFPE

An analysis of teacher turnover asnd tenure in the
twelve high schools of the area during the years endihg
In 1934-1937 is shown in Table IV. In general; the
table shows that The tenure of the commerce bteschers

of the area is fairly secure. However, during the last

[o)

year of_th study, 1936-1937, only three ol the eleven
teachers employ@d in_the high schools of the previous
year Weredretained. Dufing the first year of the siudy
1935-1934, of the nlne teachers ewmployed, six had been
retained Irom the previous year. During 1934-1035
only ons of the previcus year's commerce teachers was

replaced. Inecluding the teachers who entered thelr

positions in order to inaugurate the work in commerce
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in their high schools, there wepre fopriy-ifour teacher-
years during the period covercd by the study. Exactly
half of these teadhers had been retained from the pre-
vious year. If the new teachers who introduced commerce
work in each of the five high schools which oifered
commerce f{or the [irst time in the years ending 1934~
to 1837, inclusive, are deducted, only seventeen of 39
teascher-years were filled by new teachers, This is
considerably less than halfl.

The average tenure of the commerce teachers in

3

the area is at lecast Two yesars, because it is net known

L3

how many years prlor to 1933 the six teschers who had

been retalned from the previocus year had been employed

-

| 3

in thelr present positlions. nils is less than the

averagze tenure for the state as a whole which was found

iR
by Holt to he 3.0 years.ﬂ
ALl but one of the nine teachers employed in 1953~
1934 in the seven schools of the area held baccalaureate
degrees. In 18936-1037 twelve of the fourteen bLeachers

in the twelve schools held degrees.

EntFunte i sl Ininti va £
EOUTPUENT

a4y

A1l of the schools haed Typewriters avallable
during 1936-1937, the last year of the study. Une of

the twelve schools had as few as ten; another had

4 Bal ¥. Holt, Commerclal Teaching Personnel in the
iblic Schiools of Oklahiome, Unpublished study,

REYIE e
Ynite ub

1938.
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Cor instructional purnoses. 0OF the

o
o]

twelve typewriter

ten achools offering vookkeening only three had adding
machines avallable for class use. Four schools had
mimeogrraphs; one, McAlester, had two key-driven calcu-

lators. Two scheols, Haileyville and lcdlsster, had
hank posting machines available for pupll use. Ho other

specligl eqgulpment wes avelileble for pupll use.

STBSEQUENT ACTIVITIES OF HIGH SCHOCL CO

This phmge of the study was uvndertaken in order to
iearn to what exbtent the commerce graduates of vthe high
schools included in the study were utilizing their
learning. Inguiry was made by guestionnalire of the
craduates, bhemselves, and from.school.authorities
as to the occupations of these puplile In September fol-
lowing thelr gradustion Ifrom high school. A commerce
greduate ls arbitrerily defined a2s one who carned durling

= 5

his high school work at least two units of credit in

e

commerce courses. During the period there were 708
graduates. Of these the activities of cnly twenty-five,

or 5.5 ner cent are unknovm., o

;..o
3
o
P‘

o
ey
@
n
6]

oi the graduates. A detailed clasgificat]

activities and occupations 1s gziven in the Appendix.
There were 120 or £6.%4 per cent oi the 708 graduates

from iicAlegter dchool. 0f the 708 graduastes by

[
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TARIE V

POLLOW-UP STUDY OF

RCIAL GRADUATES

™,

Years Inding 1834 to 1937 {(Inclusive)

Tlessitication Tumber oF ’ Per Cent
Students
Bookkeepers v 1 .14
Chauffenrs 14 1.98
Farmers 45 6.78
General ¢ffice Clerks 9 : 1.2Y
House-wlves 48 6.78
Sales People 25 13.42
Stenographers 6L B8.068
Students 241 34.04
Hiscellansous 04 13.28
tnable to Locate 5 3.53
Unemployed 78 | 10.17

TOTAL 708 100.0

Hote: A& more dolbtalled clasgification will bHe Ffound
in the Appendlx.



far the larg st number were studenits in some other in-

)

stitution during the September following thelr gradu-
atign, One-third, 34,0 per cent or 241, of the 708
graduates, continued their educstion in sowme hlgher
institution or bhusiness college. Of these forty-four
atvtended business college. The number of graduates who
wore engaged in sales work rsnks second. Thers were 95
or 13,4 per cent of the zroup so employed. Clsrical
ﬁorkers ranked third, numbering 71 or ten per cent of
the total. A simllar percenbtsge was unemployed in
September I ollow; ¢ their gradustion from high school.
Farmers and housewives each numbered 48 or 6,8 per cent
of the total. Only one perscn became bHooklieeper and
nine became general office cleris. thus 166 of the 708
cowqorco braduacﬁs secured commerce employment. Thils is

23.4 per cent, not guiie one-fourth of the tetal, If

the percentege is based on the total number of graduates

e

less those who ntinued th aﬁr educatlon (467) it 1s

Sﬁ.ﬁlpar cent. This percentage includses selling as

well as clerlical positions with & larger number engaged

in the former occupation. When it ls recalled that

only one scheool teaches éalssmanship the proporiion

of the commerece graduates who obtalin positions in the

field in which they were trained is not large. This

conclusion, of course, lg based on the assumptlon that
-

the commerce work lg btaught primarily for its vocational

value .



30

A surprising feature of the study 1s ther elatively
small number of commerce graduates who have gone into
farming when 1t 1s remembered that agriculture is the
princlipal occupation of the area. It should be remem-
bered in this connection, however, that the survey shows
the commerce graduates only. Moreover, when 1t is re-
membered that more than one-fourth of the 708 graduates
were from McAlester High School, which 1s a non-agri-
cultural community, 1t should not be expected the number
entering agriculture would be as large as it might other-

wlse be.



Commerce courses were oifsered in seven of the
thirty-nine high schools of the greg during the first
year covered by this sbtudy. Thile the total number of

high schoeols did nobt change during the four-year period
covered by the study the number of high scheols offering

commerce ineressed to tvelve. This was an incresse of

71.4 ner cent. HNo high school which offered cammoerce

work discontlnued it. The growth conseqguently in the
number of schools offering commerce wias a neb growth.

Hine different commerce courses were offered at
ome +time during the period. vFirst—year typewriting
was the only course which was offered every year in
every hizh school offering commerce work, The total
nunber of high schoocl pupils in the high schools of-
fering the work enrolled in typewritling, Increased from
14.7 per cent in 1833-1934 to 18.5 per cent. The in-
erease in nmumbers of typewriting puplls was 65.1 per
cent. The total number of pupils in the high schools

of 1233-1234 was 2,4062; in 1836-103%, 3,193. This was

an increase of 731 pupils, or £0.2 per cent., This

wonld indicate that the enrcllment in tygewriting has

been increasing wmore than twice as raplidly as the in-
crease in total enrolliment of the high schools.

Filrst-year shorthand was a subject offered with
the second grestost freguency, in two of the four years,

this was offered in

e

11 high sehools which offered btwo

or more uwnits of commerce work. The enrollment in
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this subject also increased about twice as rg§idiy 88
totel hizh school enyollaent,

Offerings of the single semesler c@n1“es, arithietic,
buginess Dnglish, and commercial law were somewhatb er-
ratic. Thls suparently was due to the Cact that %bés@
three subjecits are commonly lmown as "fill-in subjects.”

Boolkzeeping has been increasing in freguency and

enreliments., Salosmanship we Ffered din only

school in each of two years. Weooue—vwaf

wad cifered In one hlgh school during only one yeer.

Class slzes In the small hilgh schools, as wonld
be expected, were small. Scome classss enrolled as few
ag five puplils.

Analysls of teacher prepartion shows that prac-
tlcally all of the teachers hold beccalsurcate degrees.
In 1933-1934 211 but one of the nine teachers employed
in bthe seven schools offerins comierce worlk held this

]

degree, and In 1930-1937, twelve of the Touriteen teache-
&

crs in the twelve schools offering the work had secured
the bachelor's degree.
The averaze tenure of the commerce teacher is at

in the high schools

e phe

d~
[N
2
i
T3

l2ast two years in thelr posit!

of the srea. The btenure ia falirly sccure,

pupils. One schoel had as few

2

as ten typewrlters, another school had only twelve type-
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thres of the ten schools offering bookkeeping during
1936-1937 had adding mechines asvailable. Four schools
had mimeomraphs, two schiools had bhanlk-posting machines,

wl

one school had key~&riven cslcualators.

The study of the activities of 708 high school
commerce graduates Irom the high schools of the area

,'ﬁ“

showed t ﬁf’one~ﬁhird continued thelr educatlicon in sonme

highef instituticn or business college. In September
of ths year following thelr graduation ninety-Ifive or
13.4 per cent of the group were engaged in some ﬁin& of
sales work, Cleriecsl workers ranked third, numbering
agveniy-one, or ten per cent of the toval., Farmers and

]

housewlveg each accounied for forty-sizhi

43

cent of the graduates,.

A total of 166 graduates secured co

tion. This was 23.4 per cent of allnxme?ééif ARt
and 35.€ per cent of the gradua@@somxo &Td yét ¢ortidve

thelr sducaetion. In vlew of the jfact- Law, a. magdrityo se

a Lo-0

°
°
o ° o

*

of the gradustes secured positions irn selling work which

is offered in only one hilgh %cwomi, the vocational
lmportance of high school camnerce work in the area is
not particularly great.

In the feollowing chapiter a simllar study is made

oi the commerce program of Hsstern Oklanoma College.



CHAPTER IIX
DEVELOPLUENT AND PRESENT STATUS
OP Tﬁg COMUERCE DEPARTIENT

AT BASTTRY O’“AHOhA COLLEGE

This chapter shows the status of commerce work in
Eastern Oklehoma College for the four-year period from
1034-1935 to 1937-1938, inclusive, This is one year later
than the period coverad by the study of comuerce work in
the high schooly due to the fact that the high school grad-
uates normaelly would attend collegze the year after finishing
nigh school., Thus, the study includes the same students as
they progressed from high school to the Jmior College.

The Oklahoma School of iines and letallurgy, the
predecessor of the present Bastern Oklahoma College, was
established for the expressed purpose of providing sn oppor-
tuanity for students to study mining and the science of
metals. The school operated chielly as & trades school
wntll at the outbreak of the world war, when it was closed
as & result of having I1ts appropriation vetoed by Governor
“Williams.l

In 1919 Governor Hobertson re-opened the schocl and it

2

agaln functioned as & trades school wntil 1924, In Sep—

P,

coursecs were ol

@

tewmber of that year commercs Tersed for the

Anmmouncement DBulletin, Zastern Oklehoma College.
2

-

ivid,

]
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The commerce curriculum for the {irst ycar and sevoral

vears thereafter conslsted of the following courses:

Typewriting Business Law
Shorthand Business Inglish
Business Mathematics Spelling

F1Ye

fhe squipment conslsted of twelve typewriters, and the
total enrollment for the first year did not excesd twenty-
Tlve students.,

The introductlion of spelling in the currliculum was
found necéssary and was made a general requirement for all
comwnerce students. The students, however, dld not receive
eollege credit for spelling.

Within a few yeoars business mathematics, business law,
and spelling were discontinued as part of the commerce
curriculum, The business law and business mathematics were
re-introduced during 1637-1938.

Bookkeeping was introduced a short time after the op-
ganizatlon of the department., The first year was labter ex=
pended to include two years, slthough as far as could be
determined, the second year, while offered, never developed
encugh interest to warrvant the organization of a class,

The course was called bookkeeping unﬁil 1937-1938 when 1t
was changed to accounting. At that tlme also the credit was
increased from two hours per semesber to three hours.

| Pusiness Inglish carried two hours of credlt unbil

195356-183%7 when bths credilt was Incrsased to three hours. In



1937-1938 the name of the course was changed to basiness
CoOrrespondoncs,
The only courses that have been offered conbinuously

since the orgasnization of the department in 1924 have bheen

horthand snd typoweibting. 9The number of hours offered in
these courses was two per semeshber wntil 1938-1937 when the
credit of shorthand was increased Yo three hours per Semes-
ter. The greatest expansion In course offeringzs came during
the perlod inecluded in this study. In eddition to the re-
iﬁtroduﬂtion of business law and business mabthemetics @
cgurge in business training, courses in business vocations,
economic geography, a semester of advanced typewriting and
one of trangcripticon were offered for the first time. A
second year of shorthand and dictabtion has been offered for
several years but until 1937-1838 thers wers no classes
organized in thls subject. 'foice training has been in-
cluded in the catalogue for a number of years bubt no class

has been organized in thls subject.

TEACHING STAFP
mEil 1937-1938 all of the commerce work was baught
by one teacher, The Increased enrollments of 1936-1937 made
it necessary bo increase the teaching staff. This is par-
ticulsrly true 1ln view of expanded offerings which were conw
templated for 1937-1938. During the lsst year of the study
there were one full-time tescher and two pari~time Instrue-

tors. The two parb-blme Instructors between thewm taught
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courses equlvalent to the bteseching load of o full-time
teacher., One of the part~time teachers had been the full-
time teacher prior to 1936~1037. Thus the stavility of the
teaching staff is satisfactory in that the additions to the
gtaff have been due to increazed enrollments and expanded

course offerings.

EQUIPHENT
The equipment of the cowuerce department in 1934
congisted of only thirty-five typewriters. Within a period
of four years the equlpment was incréased to include fifty
typewrilters, threec of which were deslgned for speclal pur-
poses., Other egulpment includes cne adding machine, a
mimeograph, mimeoscope, phonograph, Ditto, filing cabinets

as well ms smaller pleces of eguipment also added,

COURSES AND ENROLIMFENT
Table VI shows the collég@ courses offered by semesters
and the enrollments in each course by year,
The college enrollments for the four years iacluded in

this study are as follows:

YEAR ‘ NUMBRER INCREASE (ﬂ:”‘" PHEVIOUS
Hhumber AR Per cent
1934-1535 191 16 T
1935~1938 268 71 37.1
1936«1937 1869 - 93 35.4

1937-1938 344 175 103.6
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it is apparent that the enrellwent during thess v

{“x

2 ars

L

has been gquite errabtic., The increase in 1935-1936 over the
preceding year 1is probably due to the feeb that the State
legislature In 1838 enacted a bill providing for two sehole
arehips from each county in the state for s%udén‘s whd
wished to abtend Zastern Olddlshoma Cellege butb because of
financial reasons were umable to do sc.” o explavstion
vas Townd for the decresse in 1938-1237 as compared wibth
1935-1986. A change in administration and o aggressive
publicity program, together with the scholarships, accounted
for the stertling inercese in 1937-1938 as compared With
the previouns ysar,

The course offerings and bthe tobtal comwerce enrcll-
ments were much larger during the last year of the study,
1957-1938, There wore sixteen different courses offered in

this yesr, with a total enrolliment of 46989, During the

Bl

previous year, 1936~1937, there were only elipht courses and
an enrollment of 306. The second largest college enroll-
ment wasg in 19356-1836, The number of commerce courses
‘fered during this year was six and the enrollment in these
courses was only 133, the smallest of any of the four years.
The flrst year of the study shows that only six different
courses were offered with an enrollment of 151. It is thus

apparent that the number of courses offered was practically

3
Session Laws of leahoma. 1935, Chapter 34, Ariticle




COLIEGE C

WES BY SEMESTER AN
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YR TR
THERARLTLH

A LS04-1830 G

Y IZnrollment @

Jubject G 7. C, ¢
Total Colliegze o b

Enrollment.

191

100.0

Accounting, first seu.
Aceounting, second sem.
Bookkeepling, first sem,
nookkeenling, second senm.
Bookkeeping, third sem.’
Bookkeeping, fourth sem.
Business English
Business Correspondence
Buginess Law

Busineas lathematics
Business {iraining
Busginess Vocatlons
Leconomlc Geography
Office Training
Shorthand, flrst sems
Shorthand, second sen.
Dictation, first sem.
Dictation, second sem,
Typewriting, first sem.
Typewriting, second sem.
- Typewrlitly third sem.
Transcripilon

TOTAL

% Course listed in collezxe bulletin

-~  {ourse not offered.

Note: Thig table should he read as follows:
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class organized,

Pirst semegter accounting was not offered untll
1937-1838. During that year thirty-Ifive students

were snrolled. Thi

bl

L8 wa

total college enrollment,

s 10.2 per cent of the



TABIE VI {
COLLEGE COURSE OFFERINGS I

For Years Endi

.t

Storthand, first SEM,

5o

G l9o0=-1967 a/ ““é
g fAJ.]..L’O 1lment 'L‘ paal
 Bubject i To.o TG ’
Tovad Cclicge < A
Enrollment 159 100.0t 344 100.0
Accounting, first senm. - = - % 515 Je8
Accounting, second sem. - - - 3 58 11.0
Bookkeeping, firat sem. S 20 11.8 = - -
Pootkeeaing, second sem, J 18 10.7 = - -
Boolkkeening tziﬁd 20w, - - - - - -
Poogkeen¢rgv Tourth sem. - - - - -
Business Lﬂglish 3 50 20,6 - -
Buginess Correspondence - - - 3 44 13.8
Pusiness Law - - - ) 53 15,4
Husiness Hathematlcs - - - 3 21 6.1
Business Training '3 5l el - = -
Business Vocations - - - 1 S P.9
Feonomic AGGﬂ“ab%y - - - 3 36 10.5
Office Trainin 3. 2%
‘5

Shorthand, second sem.
Dietmtion, first gem,
Dictation, second sem.
Typewrliting, flirat sem.
“apewrltxnj, second semnm,
PTypewriting, thilrd sem.
mraHSC?Agtloa

TOTAL
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the same until 1837-1938 when the offerings were double
those of the prevlous year.

The commerce enrollment of 1l¥37-1038 incroased B3.2
ner cent over that of the previocus year. The largest in-
crouse was 1956-1937 over 123D~1836 iﬁ which the total
commerce enroliments incressed from 133 to 308, a gain of
‘173 ouplils or 130 per cent. The commerce enrclliment in

1935-1936 decreased eighteen from 1934-1935, a loss of 11.9

per cent. In relation to the total enrollment of the

-~

ecollege, however, this loss was much grester because the
college increased by 37.8 per cent during these two years.,
 Keithﬁr dild the enrollwment 1ln commerce courses keep pace
with the total colloge enrolliment from 1936-1837 to 1937-
1638, As was nobted above, the Iincrease in cowmmerce course
enrellment was 53.2 por cent whereas the increased college
enrolliment was 103,06 per cent, almost double the increase
in.cemm rece courses,

Hevertheless the'graph clearly indicaltes the upward
trend for the period studied of the commerce course enroll-
ments in relation bo the botal college enrollment.

Because of the scabttered situablon with regard to
course enrollments 1t is next to impossible to draw nany
conclusions from the data shown in Table VI, Shorthand and
typewrlting have usually had bthe largest numbers enrolled
“although business English in 1936-1937 had an enrollment of
Fifty and business training sn enrollment of fifty-one.

These two courses each snrolled bhebween one~Iourth snd one-
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m
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third of the entire student body during that year. Business

trainlnv was discontinued the following year bubt the enroll-

L

ment in the business English remalned aboub the same, al-
though, due to the large inerease in the total college en-
rollment, decrsased greatly in per cent of the sbudent body
enrolled. During 1937-1935 business law with an enroll-
ment of {ifty-three or 15.4 per cent of the entire student
body led. all the course enrollments,

The percentage of gbtudents enrollcd in bookkeeping and

accounting dwring the last two years of the study showed a

2

decided increase over the enrollments of the first two years,
being 11.8 snd 10.2 per cents for 1936-1237 and 1837-1938,
respectively, as sgainst 6.8 and 3.8 per cents for 1934-103H
gnd 1935~1936, respectively.

The percentage of enrollment In shorthand except for
the one year of 1836-1937 has remained practically steady

at 11 to 18 per cent. This is a rather wholesome sltuation

-

in view of the findings concerning employment opporiunlities,

HT ACTIVIPIES OF CULIEGE GRADUATES

\"E:)

A

JaisH ..IQ(

L"J
fxo]

During the four years snding In 1934 to 1937, foriy
students who had coapleted two years of work, incliuding

twelve hours of commerce work, were graduated from Tastern

Clkkllahome College. Table VII shows the activities of These

forty studenbts in Sepbtember following thelr graduatlon.

These data were gecured by personal interviews wilth the
students themselves or with nersong acquaimﬁ@dv vith the



FOLLOW UP-§TUDY

GHADUATES

{Inclusive)

Classification Humber of

Bookkeepers 1

House-wives S
Stenographsers 10

Students 23

Unemployed 1

Ixe

Tnskilled Leborers

TOTAL

1Y
@)




students, Hore than half of the forty students, twenty-
three, continued thelr education at some higher Institution.
This is in line with the findings of othor follow-up studies
of junior college graduates.é Ten, exactly one~fourth of
the graduates, were engaged in stenograpihle or sscretarial
work of some kind. The balance was scattered, Oaly one
was a bockltseper and one was unenployed. In view of the
fact that so meny graduastes continued their work in other
instiltublions or secured galnful employwent in line with
thely studies 1t 1s apparent that the commerce program, in
gso far as is reflected from the study of ﬁ“adaqtoa, is fal-

f1lling 1ts duel funcilon of preparing its students for ad-

’tJ

vanced zbudy and Loy gainivl employment,
Only twoe of the twenty-threc students who continued

their study attended Dusincss college. This indicates thatb

studsents feel that thelr vocabional preparation has been

satisfectory and sulflcient extent to enable them to secure

g position or serve as a prepearation for advenced worik.

4
Willliam Lloyd Roach, Follow-up Study of San iateo
Students, Junlor College Journal, June 1932, p. 539.
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STUMMARY AND CORCLUSIONS

Commerce work has been offered in Bastern Oklahoma
College conbinuously since 1924. A considerable expanslon
in course offerings has occurred during the period included

in this study. During the last year of the study the num-

ber of ecourses oifered increased from eight the previous
vear to sixteen. Prior to 18936-1037 six ccurses only were
offered.

Course snrollments have apparently justified this
‘ipnerease in course offerings. The enrollment ln comunerce
courses increased from 133 in 1935-1936 to 306 in 1936-1937
to 469 in 1937-1938. This was an increase of 130 per cent
in 1936-~1237 over the previous year and 53.2 per cent in
19$?~1938 over 1936~1937,. The total college enrollment for
these years was 262, 169, 344, This was a decrease of
nilnety-three during the first of these years or 35.5 per
‘cent and an Increase of 175 or 103.6 per cent from 1936-
1937 to 1937-19338, Thus it is appavent that, while a bre-
méndous gain in commerce enrollments bobh as compared to

commerce enrollments of the previous years and in relatlon
to the total college enrollment cccurred during 1836-1937
over the preceding year, yebt the increase in commerce on-
rollments in 1937-19338 over the precedlng vear was only
half the increase In the btotal college enrollment for the
same year. Heverthsless the trend.dmring the years covered

by the study is that commnerce enrollments are increasing



S

more rapidly than the total collsge enrollment,

Enrollments in shorthand, typewriting, and bookliteeping
have remalned falrly steady although bookkeeping in rela-
tion to total college enrcllment has about doubled; shorit-

hend with the exception of the year, 1936~1937, has re-

T

mained static. The typewriting trend has also been rezular.

The largest enrollments both in numbers and perceantage of
total college enrollment have been in business training,
wihich was offered for only one year and then discontinued,
businesgs law and business HEnglish, The fact that business
training drew such a large enrollment probably 1s indicativa
‘that it should be conbtinued as part of the curriculum.

Until 1937-19238 the teaching gsteff consisted of one
full-time teacher. In 1937-1938 it consisted of cne full-
time teacher and two part-time teachers whose teaching
locads were equivelent to a second full-time teacher. The
staff additions have been the reésult of increaged enroll-
ments and expanded course offeringé‘

Sufficient eguipment in the way of Uypewriters and
éuplicaéing and filing eguipment for the courses actually
taught has been supplied. If courses which are listed in
the catalogue were actually offered additional eguipment
probably would be needed.

A study of the activities of the forty graduates who
completed twelve or more hours of commerce during the four
yeafs ending in 1934 to 1937 shows thet twenty-three, more

‘than half, continued thelr education in some higher instl-
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tution. Exectly one-fourth of the graduates, ten, engaged
in stenographic or secrebarial work of some kind following
their gradustion from junior college. Only one was &
booklkeeper and the others were not engaged in occupabtions
generally classified as commercial. Only two of the twenty-
three students who continued thelir study attended business
college,

The next chapter is deveted to a comparison of the
commerce work as offered in the hilgh schools of the area

with that offered in Hastern Oklahoma College,
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PARESCY OF HIGH SCHOCL AND COLLIOE
185G OF 1905- 937 AHD 1937-1938
RESPECTIVELY

BICH BCHCOL COURSES v QOLLEGE COURSES
Aritimetie Accounting {First year)
Booklkeeping Accounting (Second year)
Commercial Geography Feonomie UGeography
English Husiness Correspondence
Law Business Law
Salesmanshlp Business fathematics
Shorthend {First year) Shorthand (First year)
- Shorthand (Second year) Shorthand Dictatlon
Typewriting (First year) Typouriting {(First year)
Typowrlting (Second year) Typewriting and
Transcription

Ths courases In typewritimg and shorthand are essen-
tially the same and cover the same subjeet matter, A4l-
though the same meterials are covered in both high achool
and college in these two counrses, the standard in the col-
lege courses is generally highér than the standards for
high school.

SHORTHAND. The State High School Coﬁrse of Study sebs
a hign school shorthand standard of from 60 to 80 words per
ninute at the end of the first y@ar.l The minimum speed
reguirement at the end of the first year in the college
shorthand is ability to take dictation at 75 words a minute.
Thus, it would see¢m thalt the difference in the wminlaum
speeds belween the high school and college courses, ifr 1t
is ngsumed that all high school teachers maintain the

sugrested standard, ls fifteen words per minute,

1
State of ﬂblahama, Department of Educatlion, oh
School Course of Study in Commercial Subjects Bulletin,
TEioer 186, 1980, De 10.




TYPEWRITING., In bypewriting the ninimam speed require-
went in the c¢ollepe is 85 words per minute at the end of
“the first senmester with forty words por minute ai the end

of the year. 7The sugrested standard for hizgh school is a
winimum speed of twenty words per ninute at the end of the
first semester and thirty words per minute at the end of
the second semester.® It is evident that the college speed
standards In typewrliting are one~third greater than in high
.SGEQOI;

DTHER SUBJECTS, The high school work in tusiness
arithunetic, in bookkeepling, business law, and business
Tnglish, while offered in college, is not a repetition. ij
College work is generally of a more advanced nature and
tecimical nature than the high school work. The fact thab
sueh 1s the case shown by the studies of Springa tes and

@nstottié These studies show that as for as the effect of

‘taking bookkesping in Iizh sehool has on college asccounting
ig concernsd, it doesn't extend nauich beyond the first se-
mester of the college work. This sbtudy also seelks %o de-
termine the effect of taking high school work in the several
commeres courses on subsequent work in the sawe courses in

college

12

fbid., p. 18.

&

Springate, Op, cib.
4

nstobt, Op. citb.



AVALXYSIS OF THE LFFLCT OF HIGH SCHOOL WORK
ON COLLEGE ACHIUVENTNT IN THE 'A}E : 8UB J”(‘TS

A preliminery study of the effect of provicus Ligh
schocl experience in a subject on labter college work in the
"same subject showed that the numbers of studenbts taking the
coll@ge subjects who had had work in the same figld In high
school were so swmall that no Qef,HALe conclusiong could he
drawm. Henco this portion of the sbtudy was expanded to
include all students enrolled in commerce courses, 1lrro-
gpective of the iOGatLOﬂ of the high schools fros which
they were graduated. Hach of the three subjects, shorthand,
tzpewriting, and bookkeeping, and other subjecbs as a group
is analyzed to dstermine what suparent effect, 1f any,
previous high school experience he on colleps achievement
as measured by grodes ln the same subject.

SHOOTHAED. An analysis of ccllege achisvemend in
first and second semestsrs of shorthand as related to the
. previous exporience of ﬁhé>studants in high scuoleSherﬁw
hand 1s shown in Table iIII.' For the four years covered
by the study sixbteen or 11.9 per cent of the 135 students
who enrcllied for c&llége shorthand during the first se-
mesters had credit in high achool shorthand. O These
sixtsen people wibh eredit in high schicol gheorthand, less
than nalf, seven, earned grades of A in college shorthand.
3ix earned grsdes of B, making a tobtal of 13 grades above
the average of C or 81l.85 per cent of the students with

shorthend eredit, Of the 119 sbtudents who had hed no



TABLE VIIL
COLLEGE SHORTHAND

s N,
FIRGT SEIESTHER

iz table should read as follows: Year snding 1235, 23 students svrolled in short-
nand, O(ne had high school credit, 22 did not. One student with credit and three non-
credit made A, Twelve non~credlt wmade ¥, six non-credit made C, Within the arsa there
were one with credit and 80 without; there were two non~credit from outside the arca.

BURCLILTNT . COLLEGE GRADES IOCATTICE OF BIGH SCHOOL
Grade-A Grade-B Grade-(C (rade-~D Grade~F within area Gut of arca
Non Tion Ton Yon Hon Hon Fon Tion
YEAR CR. CR, TOTAL CR, Cn, CR, CR, CR. Ci, Ci., CR. CR. CR, CR. CR, POTAL CR,. Cil. TOTAL
1935 1 22 23 1 3 0 12 O G 0 1 0 4] 1 20 21 (] 2 2
1936 6 26 32 3 4 2 15 0 3 0O O 1 3 4 23 a7 2 3 5
1937 2 40 4% 1 8 0 15 1 9 0 1 0 4 1 38 37 1 4 5
1938 T 31 33 2 3 4 10 1 18 O 2 Q 0 ¥ B9 36 O 2 2
TOTAL 16 119 135 ToO1l8 & b 2 34 ] 4 1 713 108 121 5 11 14
TER o or 0
CEHT 11.8 88,1 100
SECCHD SEMESTER
ENROLLIEHT COLLLGE GHADES LOCATLION CF fL0L SCHOCL
Grade-A OGrade~B (rade-C Grade~D Grade~I? Within area Sut of srea
Hon Hon Ton Hon Hon Non Hon Hen

YEAR CR. CR., TOTAL 0COR, CR, CH., CH., CR. CR. CR. CR, Cik. CR. CK. CRH. TOTAL CR. CR. TCTAL
1935 1 22 23 1 5 0 1 © 3 0 1 0 o0 1 =20 21 0 & 2
1956 5 21 a6 4 7 1 14 ] 0 0 0 ] O 3 13 21 2 5 ?
1937 2 35 a7 1 12 0 15 1 & 0 O 0 0 1l 32 33 1 3 é
19385 4 28 32 2 4 £ 9 g 13 O e O G 4 AN 31 0 1 1l
POTAL 12 108 118 g 25 & Bl 1 84 0 Z O O 2 a7 106 3 2 12

R 10.2 6.8 100

-
e
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previous shorthand experience In shorthand eightoen earned
grades of A, 356 earned grades of E; a total of 74, This
was 62.8 per cent of the non-credlit students. This is a
difference of 19.1 per cent, Yo deternine the statistical

Cicance of the difference. liolzinger's Pormula 104
5

=
%3
s
e
*".!

8!
was applled:

Stendard error of the differenco of two vro-
portions =

Prd, P,

in whien p = the proportlon of A and B grades, g =
the proportion nf other grades, and n the botal
grades; sub 1 = the eredlt ; group and sub £ = the
non-credit group.

This nives a standard error of 4+ 107, and indlcates
that the difference of 19.1 per cent is only two-thilrds
what 1t should be to be completely reliable., According to
carrett, a difference of 191 4 .10%, giving critical ratio
1.79, means that in 96 cases oub of 100 the true difference
in the proportion A snd D grades recelved by the credit and
non~credlt students, respectively, in iiPSL semester short-
heand 1s greater than zercms

During the second semegters only twelve, 10.2 por
cent, of the 118 people who enrolled had had hilgh sechool

ghorthand, Hleven of thesc twelve sbudents recelved grades

0

K. J. Holzinger. 3Shatistical Fethods for Students in
Lduegtion, Ginn & Company, DOSGan, 1JeC, D» 240
ﬁ)ﬁh—n‘nﬁ-ﬁg—:—*

. B, Garrett, Statistics in Psychology and Hducation,
Longmans, Green & Compsng, 1926, D 134
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the increase In the number of A grades earned by the non-
eredlt group. Vhereas the credit group received ahout one-
fourth of the A grades during the lirst semesters, bhey re-
celved only about one-fifth of the A grades in second se-~
meaters of shorthand., Thus, while the shtudents with crediﬁ
dn high scnool shorthand seem to have somewhat of sn ad~
ventage over those students withoubt such credlt during the
first semesiter, thls advanbtasze shows a declded decrease
during the second semester. .Eaverthelsss the difference in
proportlong of credit and non-credit shorthand students
during the second semesbers lu stabtiscally slgnificant
(17.2 per coent + £.8, giving & critical ratio of 6.1).

“his can be interpreted to mean that during bthe second se-
riesters students with high schiool credit in shorthand can
be expected as compared with bhose without credit, to secure
in praectlecally 100 times out of 100, proporticnately a
larger nwadber of A and D grades.

Another conclusion whieh seems to bhe warranted by the
data 1s that relatively few people within the srea who have
nad shorthand take shorithand if they enrolled in Hastemn
Oklahoma College., ©Only thirteen studeanbs out of the 303,
who had taken high school shorthand, from the ares also
enrolled for college shorthand, Untll smore students from
the area who have had shorthend wish to continue shorthand

in Hastern Oklahona College, it would not seem to be necw-



essary to make any speclal sttempt to relate the college
wordt in shorthand to that of the ﬁigh.schﬁol¢

TYPEWRITING., Concluslions similar Lo those drawn from
the study of shorthand appear to be warranted by the anal-
yais of the dabta for typewriting. During the four years
153 students enrolled for Tirst semester college typoe-
writing., Of these 2Y.9 per cent, 134 students hed had no
previous experience with typewriting., Hinebeon or 12,1 per
cent had high school credit in typewriting., Of the nineteen
students with credlt, five received A grades, eleven re-
celved grades of C or lower, Thus 17, or about ninc-tenths
of the 19 studenbs recelved Lstter-than-average srades

0f the 154 students withoub previous typewriting credll,
sixteen received A grades and 55 recelved B grades., The
balance recelved grades of € or lower as shown in Table II.

Thegse figures indieate that for every student withoutb
previons credit in btypewriting two students with credlti
recelved grades of A or B, S8lightly more than four-filiths
of the credit students, whe cowprised only one-eighth of
the total typewriiing group, received these grades whereas
alightly more than one-half of the non-credlit sbudents re-
celved these grades althgugh they were seven-eighths of the
ZPoupP. ‘The difference in A and B pgrades between the eredib
and non-credit groups is 31.2 per cent 4 9.6 giving a
critical ratlio 3.25, This is a statistically significant
¢ifference and Indicates that in 100 cases out of 100 sbu~

»

dents with high sclicol credit in typewriting can be expected



TABLE IX

COLLEBGE TYPRWRITING

FIRST JBMESTER

EFROL b'?ﬂT _ COLLEOGER G HRADES IOCATION OF HICH SCHOOL
Gr&ﬁe—A Grade-D Grade-C “rada~D grade-~F Within aresa Out of area

Hon Hoy won, Hon Hon Hon fion Hon
Tﬁf‘ﬁ;ﬂﬁ G?:{ W CR & :‘,’C’TAEI ] {jgi » C 1 n e c};{ L 4 C{‘i * {:R - CI{ L) C 3 u LJR . {jﬂ * {}3 . G}?Lu C?& [ ’Q‘OFﬁAL CR - Q}T i f"t@

“*3

AL

1935 5 36 41 0 4 5 21 o0 9 @ O 0o 2 4 32 3% 1 4 5
1933 & 23 a9 2 4 3 1 1 5 0 0O 0 2 4 22 26 2 1 3
1937 & 40 44 2 5 0 11 1 8 1 0 0 0 5 B4 37 1 6 7
1953 4 35 %9 T8 3 11 09 18 0 O 0 & 3 30 33 1 5 G
”O”AL 19 134 153 5 16 11 55 2 B3 1 0 O 10 14 115 132 5 15 21

12.1 8%.0 100

ST.C0HD BEMESTER

ENROLIMENT ¢ o5 VL e E GRADES LJCA”.}.Q;‘ 0F HIGE 3CHOOL

Grade~A OGrade-d Urade~C Grade-D Orade~¥ Within ares Gut of areas
Hon _ Hon Hon Hon Non  Hon Hon Fon

¥EAR CR, CH, TO0TAL OCR, CH. cR. Ck. CH, CR., CR, CB, CH, CR. OCR. CR. TOTAL CR. CR. TOTAL
1935 5 3B 40 2 % 3 1 0 B8 0 0 0 1 4 51 35 1 4 5
1936 B 20 25 1 8 3 13 R 0 O 0 0 3 19 22 2 1 3
1837 4 40 AM, 1 B 1 11 1 22 1 O 0 2 3 35 35 1 5] G
1938 1 AL 33 i 4 & 15 0 10 0 O & 3 1 87 28 O 5 5
148 52z ¥ 68 2 41 1 0 0 & 11 112 123 4 15 19

100

&
(4



57

to recelve proporéiocnately nore bettepr-than-averaze grades
during the {irst semester than zbudents without such ex-
perience,

During the second semesters twelve of the fifteen
credit students who continued with typowriting received

prades of A or B and elighty of the 127 non-crsdit students

recelved the same grades, Tims, while four-fifths of the
credit students recelived grades above averags during the

second semester, the proportion of non~credit students

i-u
4

receiving such grades Increased to thres-fifths. Th
would indicate that during the second semester the advan-
tage of the credit students decressed so that for four such
students receiving bestter«than~average grades, three non-

credlt students recelilved A and ¥ grades, The critical

<t

ratio bears out the decrease in the reliabilibty of the
iiffer@nee* The difference betwoen the two groups was only
17.0 per cent * 11.5 is only half the difference necessary
for complete relisbllity which indleate no significance
should be attaoched to the difference, The critical ratio
of 1.48, according to Garrett,7 means that in 92 or 93
times out of 100 that the true differcnce In the two groups

*

srester than zero. The data would indicate that by

G

second semester the advantage that the credlt gro&y has
over the non-credit student has largely disappeared, and

that, in so far as Bastern Oklahoma College is concerned,

7
Ibid,



no unfalr advanbage should sccrue to the non-cpedld students

by allowing credlit studenbts to be in the same classes be-

zinning with the seccond seuester,

The percentage Qf students who bave had tysewriting
in high school and who contlinued 1t in college is so small
~that thers ssoms to be no need at present for any close
articulation of tlhic college typewriting »rogsram with thab
of the high schools of the area. Unly fourteon of the 1853
first semesbtor students in college typewrliiing came from
high schiools within the area, This 1s less than 10 per
cent.

1% is doubtful whether there lg gay justification for
allowing & student with ecredit in either high school short-
hand or bigh school btypewriting to repealt the first semestepts

work. 9he problem is not particularly pressing at the

progent bime bul should the portlon of students with credit

o)

a

ingrease in the Ifubure it may be advisable to develop a
separate prograzn degigned to cont¢nze work in these two
skill subjects where the high school worlk finished Instead
of sllowing or requiring the students to repeab the work
completely as is the present policy.

ACCOUIRING, Inrollments in college accountling of
students who have had credlt in high school boolieeping as
shown during the periocd covered by tivls stuwly ere steadily
inersasing. During the year ending in 1935 only ong sueh

student enrolled, During the year ending In 18938 ten,

approzimetely one-third of the class, was composed of



TADLE X

COLLEGE ACC
FIRST SE

BTRO LLAHT

LOCATICE oF

;‘ ! L‘rv”

SCHOOL

PER rxw 56

{w«}‘m 38 T0.64 100

CaLLEGE : A i HIGH
Gvude—A Grade-D draﬁ.o-u Pade—-]) Grade~F ‘:Ttm.n ares tut of ares
... don Hon Ton Hon Hon Hon ton Hon
YEAHI CR. CR. fﬁfAL Ci., CR@ CR. CR, CR. CH. cit. CR. CR. CR., CRH., G& TOVAL Cr, CR. TOTAL
1198 1 12 13 1 0 09 © 2 0o 0 0 1 1 10 11 0 2 2
14936 5 & 11 3 2 2 4 0 4] G 0 ) o 2 & ) P ) 5
1537 5 1Y ”Q 3 P o 2 2 7 ] 5] 1§ 1 2 14 15 1 3 &
1g38 10 258 35 3 ¥ 5 8 g 7 O ) ] b g 82 30 2 3 5
PSgAL 19 60 %) 15 11 7823 2 18 0 S 0 5 13 B0 535 5 11 14
‘CE: sr'j 5’1.- l 7509 100
SEC(ND SEUESTER
INROLLIENY 0 COLLEGE GRADRS LOCATION OF HIGH SCHOOL

urad_g-«-A upadgum drade~C Grade-D Jrade~F Within srea out of arsa
o \;on o i@pn - Hon Hon Yon Hon Moo Hon
foi,f;&Ai“{’ ‘ Vﬂix. ,i“""ﬁ' TOYAL COR. Cil. Ch, €L, CR. 7 R, CR, 08, CR,. fj:i. g, CH. T07AYL CR, CR, TOTAL
1985 1 16 11 1 5 0 6 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 G 5 o =z 2
1635 4 & 10 2 & 2 2 0 0O 0 ] 0 G 2 & & 2 2 4
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students with credit in hizh school boolikeeping.

b gy

G

According to Table X for the entire four-year period.
nineteen, 84,1 per cent of the 78 students who took collepe
accounting during the first semﬁsterg,.had credit in high
school bookkeeping. Seventeen of these minet@eﬁ students,

about nine-tenths, recelved grades of A or B, two received a
grade of C. Of the sixty non-ecredit students 34, or 58,7 per
cant, recelved grades of A or B. The credlt students received
one~third of a2ll the A and B grades given, one-halfl of all A
grades. This means that during the first semester the
credit students secured three betier-than~averaze grades
out of every Tfive such grades pgiven although they conati-
tuted only one-fourth of the group. A difference of 38,8
per cent and a standard error of ¢.5 indicate ths difference
to have complete reliablility. This confirmed by a critical
ratlo of 3.45.

While the proportion of credit snd nonw-credit students
“in the second semesters of college accounting remained
practlically the same as that of the flrst semester, the
advantage in recelving better-then-asverags grades on the
part of the credlt group decrsased dscidedly. Of the 53
A and B gredes giveﬁ, l?, or 29.0 per cent went to credit
students; whereas the non-credit students received 42 4 and
B grades. On the basls of thelr proporiion of students they
should have had 45 such grades. The differonce between the
two groups was 18.3 per cent‘té.ﬂ, only half what 1% should

be for complete rellablility. The eritical ratioc was 1.88,
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indicating that the chances are 98 in 100 thab the true
difference ls greater than zero.
Thus during the second semester the advantage of the

vith

s

eredit group decreased as in the case ol bypewrilting.
repgard to the 4 grades, however, the situabtlion remains
wpproximately the same as in Uhe lrst semesberp.

The proportion of hkig
tookkeening and conbtinued thelir work in accounting at
Tastern Oklancoma College is only thidriesen out of the €64 who
took high school bookhkeeping also took colleze aceounting.

£

fte

Iut because the trend seomws to show an ilnereasing number
may be that before lonz a sufficlently large nurber of stu-
dents who have had high school bookkeepling within the area
will be earclling in ccllege accounting so that sowme adjuste
ments should be mzde in course content whichi will talke
sccount of the students! previous experience.

OPHER OOURSES. fTable XI shows the relation oi the more

T o b b A Ve 5 o
the curriculima Lo ke ighh zgchool proe-
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o
3

o]
=
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recent add:
crams of students in these sase subjects, During the otwo

voars that business corvespondence nas been oifered only

one student In thils class had taken business Inslish in

people who book ecollepe ccononic geograpiny

only ithree, all oubside of tho Iastern Cklshoms College area

muereial geoography in high school. All three
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O0f the 53 students In business law gix hed had the
course in high school, All of these situdents received
betﬁerwthan-averaga grades, Your of them recelved A,

A similar relationship holds true lor business mathe-
maties. Three of The 21 students in business mathomatics
had business srithmetlic in high school, All three of these
gtudents recelved A grades,

The mmbers are too small and the length of
these courses have bheen offered is too short to warrant any
definite coneclusions. lovertheless, because in all instancen
vhere students had enrolled in thesze college courses after
they had had similar work in high school they secured
guperior grades (only two oubt of twelve students recelved
B zrades). he data would seem to indicate that possivly
there 1s s rather close relabionship between getbing A

srades in college cowurses and having taken the work previ-

ously in
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The data ineluded in this chapter are Tor the years
1933 to 1937 inclusive for the high zschools and 1234 to 1938
inelusive fer Iastern Oklahoma College. |

There is considerable similarity and in some respects
duplicatlon in the‘courses offered in the high schools and
those offered in‘ﬁhe college, although the standard in the
colleze courses is higher than the standards for high schools.
The courses in typewrlting and shorthand are essentially the
same, The difference in sbandard in shorthend ¢l high school
and college for the end of the first year is fifteen words
per minute. The college speed standard in typewrlting is
one-third grester thsn in high school. High sehool work in
business arithmetlc, in bookkeeping, business law and busl-
ness Engllish is not vepebition due to the fact that the
college work in these subjectis is more advanced and more
technical in nature.

An analysis of collsge achievement in shorthand for
the four years covered by the study reveals that there is a
difference of 18.1-1 per cent in the number of students with
high school credit who made grades abvove the aversge or C
and those who had no credit in shorthand in high school.
Tnis is not statistically significant. During the second

semesters the difference In A and B grades received by
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credlt and non-credlt students was 17.8 - 2.8 per cent,
gilving & critical ratlo of €.1 which iz interpreted to mean
that those with credit can be expested to secure in practl-
ecally 100 timss out of 100, a larger number of A and I grades
than situdents without high school shorthand eredlii. Only
thirteen atudents out of 308, who had taken high school
shorthand, from the area enrolled for college shorthand.
During the Tour years of study 153 sgtudents envclled
for first semester typewriting, nineteen of whom had high
school credit in btypewriting and 134 hod no previoas Lrain-

ing. About nine-tenths of the 19 with high school credli

[$D

recelved better than average grades. Slightly more than
one-half or 71 students without high school credlt recelved

grades of A or B, The difference befween the two groups

éuring the firvst semestersws 31.2 + 9.6 per cent. This
is a statistically relishble difference. During the second

senesters the difference in better than averase grades was
17.6 11,5 per cent in Tavor of students with high school
typewribling credit, only half the difference necezsary for
complete reliablility., Libtle sipgnificance sbould be attached
to the difference. There doss not zseem to be rmaech Justi-
ficatlon in allowing & student with eredit in either high
school shorthand oy high schiool typewriting to repeat the
first semester's work in college.

In collepge accoumting during the first semester 24,1

=

per cent of the 72 students had high school credit in book-



keeping. These credit students recelved one-hall of all 4

St

grades which was 32.8 T 9.5 per cent more than students

—or

L2

"

without such credit. This difference iz statistically re-

liable, giving a crilical ratic of 3.45, During the second

semesters the advantaze of the credlit proup decreased the

difference in favor of the credlt students being only 18.3 +

4.2 per cent, only half what it should be for complete re-
3

l1ilabillty.
The numbers of students in other svbjects who had

Fak

sehool credit are too gaall to warrant any def

inite con-

high

clugions. But dus to the fact that only two sueh students

reeelved srades lower than A Iin the college courses in
subjects 1t appears empirically, insolar as these data
concerned, that the previous work in high school has &
close el&tlansni to superior work In college courses

mllar nabure.

these
are
ratlber

of
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CHAPTER V

SULEMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOLMER

fastern Ukleshoma College serves an area that is

o

primarily rural and mountainous, The principal industry of

the area is agriculture in whiech 56.9 per cent of the en-
bire population are engaged. Cozl mining, lumbering, and
wholecale and retall distribution rank second, third, and
fourth in the order named. These latter industries, with
only one to three per cent of the population engaged in
each, are minor in relation to the number engaged in
agriculture.

Cf the 4% schools in the area twelve were found to
offer two or more units of commerce work during bhe period

covered by this study, from September,1933 Lo lay, 1937.

The commerce courses, both in number of high schools offer-

ing the subjects and 1a puplil enrollments, have shown a
growth during the Tour-year pericd which is approximately
twice as great as the total high school enrcllment.

In 1935-1234 only seven high schools were offering
bwo units of commerce bub by 1936-1957 this number had
increased to twelve.

The following courses were offered at some time and

in at least one high school during the period studied:

Bookkeeping Shorthand {First Year}
Business x"s,ritﬁ.metic Shorthand {Second Year)
Business inglish Typowriting (First Year)
Commercial Law Typewriting {Second Year)

Sanlogoanshis
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Znrollments in typewriting in the high scheols in-
creased 65.5 per cent in Tour years, whereas bthe high
schools offering this work increased in total enrollment
only £9.2 per cent. This would indicate that the enrcll-
ment in typewriting has besn increasing more than twice
ag vapidly as the incresse in total enrcllment of the
high schools. A similar situation was found with regard
to shorthand which increased 158.8 per cent while the
total high schoel enrollments in the high schools offering
shorthand inereased 88.0 per cent. In vockkeeping the
enrollment exactly doubled, whereas the number of pupils
in the high schools offering bookkeeping increased 54.95
per cent. The nuuber of schoolsg coffering other courses
showed no consistency, hence any conclusions or trends
drawn from dats concerning these courses ave not warranted.
Typewriting was the only subject which was offered every
year in every one of the high schoolgs offering the commerce
programs. Conseguently, this subject had a larger number
of high school pupils enrolled than any other commerce
subject.,

An analysis of teacher preparation reveals the faect
that practically zll commerce teachers hold bacealaureate
degrees, The average btenure of the cowwmerce teachers 1is

2t least two years, whereas the sbtate average is three

£

Althouzh an occasional duplicsting machine and

adding machine was found, the usual eguinment
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school commerce department congisted alwost solely of
typewriters.

A study of the activities in Sepbember of the year
following gradustion of the 708 high scheol graduates who
had earned at leasl two units in commerce subjects, re-

vealed that one-third continued bthelr education in gome

i3 3

higher institution. Forty-four of this nuaber atbtended
busginess cellege. Unly &7 or 5.8 per cent of the gradu-
ates during the four years included in the gbudy countinued
their education at Eastern Oklshoma Collepge. This is
15.4 per ceant of thogse who continued their educstion and
less than the number attending business college. BSuch
a small percentage continulng in the Jjunior college which
serves the area indicates the imporitance of calling abtien-
tion of the high school commerce students to the commerce
progran at Bastern Oklahoma Uollege. Sales work engaged
1344 per cent of the group and ten per cent was employed
in elerical work. Thus, a tobal of 166 of the 708 gradu-~
ates, or 23.4 per cent, secured coumercial pogsitions.
Since more than hall of those who secuvred comuercial
positions were engaged in sales work and a eourse in
salesmanship is oifered in only one high school of the
area, it would appear that the vocational importance of
commerce, as Jjudged by the suﬁsequent activities of those
who had had the work, is not very great.

Bastern Uklashowma CGollege has offered commerce courses

gonbtinuously since 1824. A tremendous increase in cozmerce
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offerings and total enrollments heas taken place during
the last two years of the study. The enrollment in com-
rmerce courses increased 150 per cent in 1936-1937 over
the previous year, and 53.2 per cent in 1957-1938 over
1956-1937. The total college enrollment decreased 35.4
per cent and increased 103.6 per cent for the same years,
respectively. Although the commerce enrollment ¢id not
increase to the same degree during the last year as the
total college enrollment, yet the four-year trend is for
commerce enrollments to inerease more rapidly than the
total college enrollments. The largest enrollments have
been in business law, business correspondence, and business
training. Enrollments in shorthand are relatively steady
while enrollments in accounting are rapidly inereasing.
It is interesting to note that courses with the largest
enrcllments are those which have been introduced in the
last two years. Other eourses which have been introduesd
in the last two years are economiec geography, business
vocations, business mathemstics and transceription. Some
courses have been listed 1n the college catalogue but no
enrollments have been recorded for these courses.

The increased enrollments and course offerings have
necessibtated increasing the teaching staff from one teacher
to one full-time and two part-time instructors.

The equipment in general appears to be adequate for

courses acbually taught. I1f office practice, which 1s
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listed in the catalogue bub not taught, is offered some
additional equipment will be needed. Equipment for ac-
counting also appears bo be somewhat inadequate.

A study of the aétivities of 40 commerce graduabes
who completed twelve or more hours in commerce work show
that 25, more than one-hslf, continued their education in
higher institutions. Ten of the graduates are engaged in
stenographie or secretarial work. Thisg would indicate
that, &s regards work in commerce, the precaratbory function
of the junior college is probably of greater importance
than the terminsl funetion, although the latter should nod
be neglected.

Although etandards of achievement are from one-third
to one~fourth greater in college than inm high sehool, the
work offered in shorthand and typewriting is essentisally
the same. A comparison of the grades secured by students
who had had shorthand and typewriting inm high school be-
fore taking the work in college showed such students secure
a larger proportion of bétter»than—average gradeg than
gtndents without high school c¢redit in these courses ge-
cured. The difference in first semester typewriting in
the two groups is a statistically significant difference.
To a considerable extent the advaniage of the eredit
students is lost during the second gemester. Vhile the
advenbages of those who have had high school shorthand is
apparent in the grades secured in college shorthand, the

dirffereace during the first semester is not atatistically
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reliable. During the second semester the difference be-
comes statistically reliable.

The college work in business muathematies, accounting,
business law, ané business eorrespondence is not a repe-
tition of the work offered in high school but of a more
advanced and more technical nature. Nevertheless, an
analysis of the achievement of the students in these
courses who have had similar work in high school shows
that such students have a decided adventage over students
without previcus experience in such high school work. The
difference in proportion of A and B grades in first semes=-
ter accounting secured by students with high school credit
in bookkeeping is statistically significant. Eowever,
this advanbtage is largely lost during the second senester,
No statistical analysis was made of the effect in the
other courses bub the fact that all except two of the
gtudents who had had similar work in high school made
A grades appears to indicate the effect of such previous
experience on college grades.

RECOLZENDATIONS

The following recommendations appear to be warranted
by the data:

In view of the small number of high school commerce
graduates who continue their work in Eastern Oklahoma
College no parbticular articulation of the college courses
with those of the high school seems necessary at this

time., I a larger number of the college students in the



fubure comes from the high school commerce gradustes,
steps should be taken to articulabe the work of the college
with that of the high school rather closely. These data

also polint to the desirabllity of college comerce gstaff

‘,4.

sorking more clogely with the high school coumerce teachers
1an order to acguaint the teachers and thely pupils with

the advantazes end offerings of Eastern Oklahoms Tollege.
In addition te conferences and visitations, contesbhs

right well be introduced by the college.

»

Qwing to the fact that accounting ls growing and

Fte

n order to bring pracise practice into the work, office

£

quipment of the type used by general office elerks,

*'*.')

bookkeepere and accountants in the area should be zdded
t0o Lhe departmental squipnent.

Due to the fact that such a large nroportion of the
comnerce graduates continue thelir work im four-year
collegiate institutions steps should be taken %o articulate
the work of the college with the work of the institutions
to which the greduates transfer. This may necessitate
separation of the terminzl and preparstory courses.

)

If sufficient growth in the future warrante it, sepa-
rate classes in accounting should be organized for those
who have had high school bookkeeping and for those who
have not had such work.

Due to the zdvanbage which students with high school

credit in shorthand and typewriting have over students

without such credit the degirability of allowing students
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with eredit to repeat college work iﬁ these courses with
eredit is guestioned. This should hot~be construed as
a recoumendation to prevent such students from taking the
work without eredit.

in view of the relatively large number of students
who enter sales work some consideration should be given
to the introduetion of courses in merchandising.

in view of the popularity of the course in business
trainiﬁg which was offered one year and then discontinued
it might be advisable to reintroduce this same course or
a similar course desigued to improve students? oceupabtional
intelligenee and to convey information of a general nature
to students who heve né vocabional aspiration in taking
a conmerce course.

fn as much as commerge on the collegiabte level is
almost entirely vocational some definite organization to
place students in jobs when they have finished their
training should be deviged.

An annual follow-up of commerce graduates should be
made so that the progrom may continually be re~adapted to

the needs as such sbudlies reveal.
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APPENDIX

liarch 31, 1938

Dear Hrs H

I am writing a thesls on comuerclal education in Pitta~
burg, Letimer, Pushmabtsha, Leflore, and Haskell counties
and I am endesvoring to gather some maberlal. I have so-
cured most of my nmaterial from the state department, bub,
of course, therc is some that mast come from the higk
schools within this area, '

First, I want the names of your ccimerclal high
scheol graduates from the years of 1934, 1935, 1936, and
1937, That is, I want g 1ist of the gradnates who have
hgd two unlis or more of training in commercial subjects,
snd what each did in September following gradustion.

Second, I should like to have a list of the depariment
equipment duvring the same years, as for example, 1934~--
thirty typevwriters, two adding machines, 1935--=forty type-
writers, three adding machines.

Third, I should, alsc, like te have your grading
systom.

Incelosed you will find blanks to be filled in.
tr, » L am wondering 1f you have an offiee girl
that you eould let securc this information for me, one thal
is familiar with your files, or had you rather that I coue
and secure the information? I realige this might be asking
too ruch of you, bubt I want the Iinforwmation, and I shall be
governed by your will in the matter., I will assure you
that it will be very greatly appreciated,.

I am enclosing & self-addressed envelope for the
return of the information and self-addressed postal card
for you to express your desire as to the way in which you
would like for me to gebt this Information.

With best wishes, 1 remain,

Yours very truly,
Joe L. Scearce

?JLS:m
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HIGH SCHOOL

Antlers
Rokoshe
Haileyville
Hartshorne
Heavener
Eeota
Elowa
YecAlester
Panama
Spiro
Poteau
Stizler

TOTAL

KecAlester

Antlers
Bokosne
Haileyville
Harteshome
Heaveney
Kiowa
¥olhleater
Keota
Panama
Poteau
Spiro
Stigler

TOTAL

Hc4lester

Mchlester

HIGH SCHOOL
COMUERCE CLASS EBHNROLILMENT

SHORTHAND I

gl

1953-1954 1954-1935 1935-18936 1956-1937

o 0 0
0 0 Q
15 17 18
29 19 14
27 213} 382
0 0 8
11 11 11
G 73 60
0 19 15
¢ G O
18 21 31
18 & 22
119 211 203

SHORTIHAND IX

41 53 Go

TYPEWRITING I

0 O 0
0 O 12
23 24 36
46 44 38
37 42 44
14 16 18
w3 178 85
0 O O
0 21 22
4% 34 5%
0 0 Q
23 36 55
st 595 367

TYPFWRITING IX
0 0 126

SALESHANSHIP

G 0 24

40



HICH SCHOOL
Hartshorne
Keoba
Kiowa
HoAlester
Stigler

TOTAL

Antlers
Hokoshe
Halleyville
Hartshorne
lsavener
Kiowa
#cAalester
Panama
Spiro
Potesu
Stigler

TOTAL

Hartshorne
Heileyville
Heavener
Flowa
fcAlesber
Panama
Poteau

TOTAL

Antlers
Bokoshe
Haileyville
lartshorne
Heavener
Klowa
VeAlester
Panama
Yotenu
Stigler

POTAL

COMITER

1933-
34

0

20
101
30

185

1000

25
13
62

#]

O
10
21

131

BUSINGESL ENGLISH

33
15

0
14
o3
0

HIGH SCLHOC

CE CLASE EIIROLLIEYT

ARITHEDIC
1934
33

0

16
87
19
155

BCORRILTTHG

0
o
20
0
24
9
13
0
0
29
12

167

24

0

0

16

0

0

0

40
COMERCIAL IAW

¢

0

0

24

18

16

41

0

O
19

118

1934-1935

193b6~1936

0
o
13
86
G

69

76

11g

141

1936-1937
O.
34
&

O
0

39

263

12
11

22

38
39

145



TOTAL HIGH SCHOOLS IH AHEA

Albion Haywood Pittshurg

Antlers% Heaveners : Poteaus
Ashland Indianbla guinton
Sokoshe# Keotasw Rattan
Camerion Kinta Red Calk
Canadian Kiowadit Stiplers
Clayton Le¥lore Savanns
Crowder HeAlesters Spirotk
Fanshawe HcCurtain Talihina
ilendale Honroe Tuslkohone
falleyvilles: Hoyer Wihiteshoro
Howe Sanamar Wilburton
Harbshornes® Janola Wister

#High Sechools ineluded in this study.








