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Chapter I 

'!'HE NEED FOR WlTCATDG THE CON'Stmmt 

Produc&rs have be.en .in the spotlight in Am.Elrica; the past oe'ntury 

a:nd .a half. Snecaos has been meas-1.1'!:'ed largely 1n terns$ oi' abUi,t.y 

to produ.oe .. No partiei.1.Iar attention oors 'been paid to the f&e't that 

men and woman a:re eonsul!'lers. Intormation deaigaed. for con.5umers 

b&s COllffi l.argecy through M'irel't.iseJl\ent,a or varions types.. Young 

pe<tple., generally, ha:ve 'beell 1:mtr•ined .in the art ot wise buying .• 

Older people have regrets of~ dollars asted be.tore they lea.m­

ed the con.stmers leescm.. Se:hools have not taught. cottSUJllelf buying 

to any great extent. CottBlllD.er erganiz«tiODB bs.ve beeii slow to 

organize and trequently have proven v~ ine.ffeetive. 

Conditions ·&re eha.nglng rapidl;y n.ow with regard to the pro­

du.eer-con:sumer relationship. Ability to produce is ceaaing to be 

the sole criteria for success . Machines have largely ta.ken over 

the producers jobs which req,:tire little skill. lobs requiring 

a.kill are becoming highly eompeti tive and hard to. e-t.. Lelaure 

is occupying a greater portion of peoples• time t :r.a.n e-rer before. 

Literature of all kinds now ia begim1i.."11.g to appear designed to 

help the couSUlleT. The number or cooperativ.e groupa, ad,Jlt eduea­

tion classeJJ and other e<>nsumer prot.ective groups. is increasing 

by leaps and bo®ds .. \People are beginning to realize that mueh 

can be done to•ard improving their general well being by way 0£ 

training in wise· consumptiori. 



In 1776 there were only bout 3,000, 00 people in 
the thirteen Amer ican colonies, in contrast 1th the 
150,00::>,000 consumers in. the United States 1938. The 
transportb.tion facilities were fe and v ry inefficient, 
so that indiv.iduals and roups ere compelled to l ive 
almoat entirely on hat they had at hand. Tody the 
United States is bound to ether not only by over 240 ,0JO 
miles of railroads and any thousands of miles of p ved 
highways, but also by improved water · ays and many air 
lines. Measured by t ransportation faciliti es , mod rn 
Europe is closer to America than the Potomac Five wae 
to Ne . ork in colonial times. As a result of' improv d 
transportation, modern consume_s have available all of 
the resources -:>f this con.try and of other countriea .. 
Their wane have e~anded manyfold and their problems 
of choosing have increased with rapidity. A century and 
a half ago there were no hugh corporations producin 
com, oditie on a lar e scale in antici tioff or con­
sumer demand.. On the con r a:ry, production was caT'l isd · 
on by individuals on a small localized ... cale aft er 211 

order had been plac~ by a customer. Then i t could be 
said with much greater truth t t the consumer gu · ed 
production. Then also it could be a.s..,er ed 1th more 
show of authority t hat competition s an eff ctive 
regulator of price ,.and · defender of the consumer . If 
the town cobbler made a poor p i r of. sho s for a local 
resi dent he had to meet the victim oft· t transaction 
daily, and the news of' a consumer' s dissatisf cti n 
perhaps spread throughout t he town. Ref!ardless of 
ersonal ethics, the cobbler did not dare run the risk 

of pal.mine off inferior shoes. Much le s covld the 
baker or butcher run th risk of sellin~ spoi led or 
putrid bread and meat. By the very nature of the simple 
economic life of early t i.mes, the consumers., cause of 
their wid":l variety of interest as producers.,. were f 
more able to judge the qualit ' of m.ercri.and1se offered 
for sale, and to jud~e the fairness o prices asked. 

/ 

In that simple colonial l i fe t 11ere were :f'ew ne s ­
papers and scarcely an;y mare.zine.s t o serve a c-dia f'or 
bombarding readers ith appeals t o buy. Mail serYics 
was extremely limited, and not yet s bsidized for the 
benefit. of magazines and ·1ewspaper carrying t ei r 
million.a of words of advertiainp copy, while direc 
attack by mail was unknov111. here lfere no radi o broad-
castiri.g stations with supplementary recoivin set s by 
means ot which profit-seekin produces could carry their 



resonant voices of praise into the very home of potent ial 
buyers. There were no moving nietures to help the ~roduc­
er advertise bJ visual appeal to the pathetic longing of 
people f or some of the be ter things or life. Ther e e 
no airplanes to write their messages.in the skyt nor a. 
billboards to mar t he scenery and. fore the ttentlon of 
t e leisurely traveler. 

There was no system O- compulsory education. There 
were no schools of b~a~ness ~ith courses in advertising 
and salesmanship. There was then n science of psycho­
logy to misuse for advcrtisbP, purposes. Finally~ by 
way o contrast, when a consum r in that system had fin­
ally decided to buy he was compelled in most c ses to 
pay cash or depend upon his own limited personal credit 
at the local store for a short time, t or there were t hen 
no banks or finance Companie~ to co-o erate with force­
ful salesmen by making it :possible :for consumers to pay 
a dollar down and a dollar a week.l 

Out of this eneral awakening on the part of' the people as to 

he needs of training 1n conSUlllership, has grown the conviction 

that the schools should definitely lead the ay in such training. 

If this is not don then some group of less serviceable character 

will take the lead. This calls for th traininp. of teachers eqltipr,­

ed with the proper consumer concepts and ability to make adaptations 

to the new emphasis. It will contribut dir ct benefits to the 

tee.chin . personnel as tht'rJ begin to regulate t:1eir o 11 ves more 

in keeping ~1th the consumer vi.ew-pointe. 

This study has been made to tind o t the µinions oft m 

Oklahoma school officials concend.n~ aome of th anpecta of con-

sumer education. he study also bas been ade to find out the 

l Gordon, Economics for Conaumers, pp. 7, 8. - . 
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present day practices in the schools as regards consumer train.in ,. 

The findings of this study should be of value in the advancement 

of an educational program desi ed to place larger emphasis on 

consumer educat on. The st dy should also evaluate he need of 

consumer ed'..lcation. 

Representative schools of ici.als from vario s sec ions of t 

s tate and various sized hi h schools in sevent -four counties of 

the state have contributed to t his study. he opin1ona and pre.ctiees 

o! two hundred sixteen :,chool officials fro · well distributed sec­

tions of the state represent the thin ln and 9ractices or school 

officials over he entire state. Th best literature in the field 

has been read the wri te.r which is reflected hroughout the st1ldy 

but more particularly i-n evaluating a need for consumer tr ining. 

Ma.n* s welfare and ha piness is al aye intimately bound up in 

his a h111ty t o b1 ~ and poseess. It is dependerit u on · he a un .., 

of money that ca.n be co anded at the moment re rdle s of how 

idealistic one may view it. This is only th e'leryday working 

practicality of the capitalistic profit system. People are con­

stantly f ced 1th the reality of ne.edin and wan:tln things and 

e tinp; the oney with irl.ch to purchase them. 

las consumers are willin,r to 1JOrk a.n .alee money if' given 

a chanee. Kost Americans are guilt1 of verwo:rk and unneces .;ary 

has te rather than lazine sand unwill.1neness to prodace. heir 

prime euilt probc:.bly is in not properly safe-guardi n their dollars 



after the,, get the or a t le&st ot .etting the most frOll them .. 

People usually let someone else think for t.he.m when it comes 

to »?ending he m::ney they earn. 1111ine t enths o f the thinking in 

.Amer icn is a g. inst t e interea of ninety percent of the merican 

pe plew2 can be interpreted to ean that e rer se to think and 

inquire for °':lrselves. The aad thing about it is that many times 

t11os e t nking for us seek: only their own interests. 

5 

The healthy m n who buys an alkalizer which he doesn•t need 

after hearing a sales talk over t .ne ra.dio i.s a n en ple of let.t.ing 

others think .for ha in the realm of' personal matters . '!'h . oup~ 

which lforking day a nd nirht, perrili ta others to determine policiea 

and frame laws tht1 t actually destroys t eir purchasi g po er are 

permitting others to thin.le tor t • 

I t i s a peeuliar characteristic of the rican people to 

continue to depend u. on the adv rtiaer for inform tion ins 1~ ot 

the thousands of services available t o he tha are o e :reliable. 

ffany seem to like rreedo . to the extent t. , t t ey enJoy spending 

money foolishly just in order to e erciJle their right of freedom. 

To these there i:J not auch to say, but . tot.he tho sands •h e noses 
• 

a.re kep constantly to the grindstone because of l e.ck o knowledP"e 

in consumer buying much mor·e inforna.ti on and training should be 

l ven. 

2 Gilbert Seldes, Your onay and _.9.Y!: 14!!, p. 2. 



Thie brings w, to the que tion oi' consw er buying . The one 

thing eo1 e uru.versally do s consume. It a been det1onstrated 

that the extent to •hich people eonoume eterm· ee · the business 

conditi n at .. given ti e . Consumer ed._ucatic , therefore , does 

not assume the bu,ying shall be 1.ess but rather tbat thins ,rill e 

bought that will contribute a maximu.m of satisfaction to the buyer. 

I f education has for i ts purpooe to , "truin boys and girls to 

do bet er t 0se desirable things they would do anyway" , i.f duca­

tion is, p·eparation for 11reff, or if education is, "tr tning for 

effective livin • then con-su.i-ner education should have a respected 

place in he curriculum. 

The need for training in buying in he early d&ys oft ·s 

country was ne llble bitt in thio day of hi gh po ·ered advertising, 

d captive propaganda and the any mediums of reaching eonsttmers 

wi th good and bad information a, ch +.ra inilw is higbl.y i mporte.nt . 

It ha ul os t re ehed the place now thnt _m.ost people , when cheated 

or defrauded, hardly malte a protest and only .confess to being the 

sucker. Surely the schools ~ill not continue to negl ect the train­

ing oft e people in the way of the market place o the extent 
·> 

that they, at least will demand t heir oney•s worth. 

I t is not al~ y the men ho are dr win the larges salaries 

who live the most satisfying lives .. Som.e en live &bundantiy on 

very few dollars r year while others , eceiving l rge incomes , 

se<~Jl al a,ys di ,satisfied and in need. Someone has sai d that "the 
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person 'ho know ... ho~. to be satisfied dtb his lot and s f>ticn in 

life is richtt. At le'-'.r:t every percon needs t 1 element in his or 

her life to the degree toot fa.ix ale.nee- may be drawn between in-

Those v:ho lived in Geor e .e.s.hington•s time had worries about 

disease, outside enemies, nd other thing · co :mon to t. eir day, bnt 

never a worry c.bou.t the aze of compl1ce.ted socie.l problems exist­

ing 1n our day. From the consumer's .rolnt of view, he ic never 

su.re whether hi.a inforn,.ation has a selfish selling ooc1':frmmd or 

springs fro~ a desire to be 0£ service. 

The continually rieing shmdard of living with its multi­
tude of demands together ith a declining income and evar 
·ncrea.aing taxes, r,e.c broufht consternation to the avera .... e 
.Alaerican household. ,e consumers have grown up with lit+ie 
knowledge of the prnblems of consuoption because, perhaps, 
in the palmy days of the past, the need for such k:nowled4: 
was not keenly felt and the sc~.ools ~ade no revision for 
it 1n their currienla.0 

Today we. are S1!10thered ith thinys. The desirabil-
ity of their pos eosion is shouted t us over the radio 
and acr amed at us from eYery billboard, fr every .news­
paper, f'rOl?l every magazine. The ingenuity of modern bi si­
ness is devoted to the task of creating ew things, of 
ma.king people want hnt they ne-ver ws.nt&N. be.fore., Every r:;an 
in .America. today feels the ri~ht to want wha ever his neigh­
bor has, and every woliian makes c stronP, effort to pos.~eas 
tor herself and her ehild:ren 1hatever he neighbor and her 
neighbor' a family own. .-e live in a kind of ,ental five­
e.nd-t,en-cent. .,.tore, our i.nds cluttered with pear • 

.And yet I cannot believe tr.J1t this pr sent ts.cc:,analia'n 
m·gy or c- nsumf' ion r presents a permanent phase o human 
deve1 pment. This philoso hy of super-salesmanship by 

v ZuTavern and Bullock, Foreword~ The Consumer Investigates. 



which new desires are hipped up and men a re induced by 
artful persu.ashn to 'bu,j hat they do not really need , 
and often what they cam10t re611.· a fford , seem.a to me 
to be af~ artificial and unso~ nd economically aa it is 
vicio s ethically . 

I cannot help thinkin;,r that some day en will grow 
tired of hi.s things. Some day , if not in our day, they 
will begin to pall on , .he glamour of possession 
will wear off, he will grow we·ry of thei r domination, 
and like a child satiated with toys he will loo1 around 
for other interests. I do not say that this will come 
all at once. But a the standard of' eduction i s raised 
around t he world, Sttrely it is an evol1tion for which 
e can hope and 1n which e can personally participate. 

So now they say to s , i you want industry yo 
must live to buy. And e who ant to liv e the good 
life instead will say no. d and by, in he full-
noss of time, perhaps others will say no, and ultimate­
ly th thin that seemed unaToid ble will perhaps be 
sloughed off. 

As for yon in t . · s new generation, may I say that 
,.~ou. will neTer lead the good lire unless you keep in 
check your desire to consume? Do not be merel y part 
of the purchasing power of the country . What our 
civilization really needs i s not sales promotion but 
6.Sles resistance. A think-ridden mind ce.nnt,t live the 
life of the spirit. There is nothing but ental poverty 
ahead for you w. o become eoerc1,d by .o session ... , who t.ry 
to keep up with ~rour neip,hbol"s , hose standa:rcts are t hose 
or fine autoaobiles, or big houses , whose life is one 
lonr desi~e for thinFs. 

In an age hen the spontanei a d initiative of 
indiTiduals are being crific d to ha ony and efficien­
cy, we need to hear again the sturdy voice of Tho eau: 
'I will br athe after my own fashion. It is not what 
my neighbors do wit thei r leisure; it is hat I do 1th 
my le1sn:r t t is i portant. I t is not the standards 
that my neig bors have; it is my standards t hat overn 
e. Their auto obiles, their clothes, their belie.f's , 

tJ,eir ide s of igb and ong--t:1ese re or .hem; t ey 
do not belonr o e4 They only can force me who obe7 a 
:t-,.,irrher law tban I 1 • 

4 Faymond B. Fosdick, Co eneement Add ss at Wellesley College, 
19~0, fr m the Ne• York Times. 

8 
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The schools have no ' tuugL.t our population to liY• 
e.ftectiYe economic live.s. Day by day, the great maaa. 
ot ea. e are blundering their daily ha.bits of conauap­
tion. Un.v:ittingl.7 they reje-c be utyt health, l!Ild. coa­
rort. They :,ur-£er tremendouf: wute of food and tuel. 
With tW adequate inco e, the1 are ignorant of the ost 
econolli.c habits of purchase of food , elothing, hallles, 
and fuel. Economic life makes a fund _ e tal dama d whicll 
edueation rill 1Jlcreaaingly h6ed in rder to re$~ore ' !he 
will ~oi.ng ot everything that ne&ds to 'te d 'ne•. 

Just iuftine the plight. of everyone a,a they go about their 

d Uy living. 

They· read of: a sale down to~-n only to find that priee.s have 

been raised for tl',a ev-ent. ch voice advertising cigarett • on 

the radio cle.itis bis kind the be.st. The annotmcer says at aix 

o•clock ths.t tooth powder its the only thin to use bu.t at seven 

tooth paste ta.k~s the lead. 

9 

lad. has heard that nation.ally a.dYe:rtised brands are always 

beat.. What she s not heard is that advertised brand# my have 

three or fO'tlr P-rades and that she uy e paying :first grade prices 

for fourth grade goods. 

Insurance, as good as it is, baa been sold to m.Ulioe in too 

big doses causing distrust and loss of oney. thou~ of fraud­

ulent claillls on medicine wrappers have been a.doming our atore 

ehelves now for many years. Beauty lotions tmd high pricea ba.v• 

united to .gi: only- ordinary' looka after all. Equities ill proper-

ty have too aaey times been a y to steal propert7 + er it had 

S Reigns. Hadsell-,. l>eYeloping Intelligent Conswaers. 
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been mostly paid for. Fads take their toll of millions from the 

purcha~er s pocketbook, givinr, nothing in return but fat pro~its 

to the operator. 

Holidays·h.s.ve b .en increased w until the hol. •ear is en 

extended holiday. Christmas isn't ver until Valentine's Day 

arrives, then Easter. then others all o which now st be celebrat­

ed with milli na of dollars orth of useless things. All kinds of 

proupa and org izationa now exist a one has to belo or he is 

not c nsidered progressive. This costs heavily in need d dol lars. 

Synt ,1.etic oods now are rivaling the al a:rticle until the 

average person does not know ilk fr,, rayon, l eather f om paper, 

and many oth r similar develop ents which ellallenge rds ability to 

choose. 

One hears that it pays to buy the best and tries it to find 

he draws bad lot. ~ t rie~ the lo er a.de and gets a ood 

barrrain. His neighbors have a si:Jlilar experience, only t he reverse • 

.Americans are told th.a edueatiou pa~ s but are seldom iven any 

traiDing that mieht be used or t hat might make it pay by way of 

conaerv g what they get. 

They a e told that they should buy to keep the mills turning, 

only to contract t1eir salaries a month in advance and thence 

embar rassed by not having one' tor needed e er enciea essen-

tials . They a re told that the carry g charge is only six percent 

on purchased article, t. n find out leter th.at most of the ·six 
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percent char es really amount to ten, twenty, or thirty percent. 

They face a ceasele.::a bombardment of advertiaing twenty-four 

hours a day I all of which i prepared and delivered by some of the 

best brains tl-.1:.t money can obta.in. No one escapes it. Everyone 

errs occasionall), and though he or she might wisely evade one 

eata3trophe1 they turn to fall prey to another. 

e Yery co plexity of the sit ation akes it impossible for 

the vera e indiYidual to find his way in the maae .. 

Dr. A. o. Bowden, formerly President of the State 
Te:.1cherst College of New J!ex1co ••• found that 75% of 
the teachers and 85% of the common popul tion belieTed 
hat beautiful pictures and fine usic in the home ma e 

moral and -rirtuous; 52 and 59% believed fish be+.ter 
brain food than bacon; 40 and 69$ believed night air to 
be injurious; 92 and 96% believed bathin necessa-ry for 
the continued good health of those already in hsalth; 
76 and 78% believed that prayers could make it ra1n .... . 6 

In the swift pace which s et :s the tempo of odern 
lite, there is no feature dizzier than the seien:tific 
wh1r1, as seen lzy the man in the street. Out of the 
welter of scientific news which co es to him by press, 
by r adio, by magazine, and at the meeting of the Rotary 
Club, oT which his wife bring hoae .1.ro the ·omau•s 
clu.b or the st dy group, how is he going to separate 
the science from the pae1do science, the truth fro• the 
hoax, the immediately practical and useful information 
.from bet which may be equally correct but as yet u.n-

ortant? Ho is he ~oinp to sift the vita.l from the 
non-essential-for he cannot know eve~thing, and if' he 
could, he woulll e unable to appl7 it. 

Of course one ·11 es to think that, once a person is taught 

6 'I'. Swann Harding, Popular Practice of Fraud, pp. 548-349. 

7 W. W. Bauer, Healtht Hygiene, ~ Hooey, P• ll. 



to thin.le, he t a: will always be able to sort out the r eal. frail 

the unrsa.11 the good from the bad but t _ t is just not the case. 

12 

The teacher• the btisiness man, the farmer, the sales an, all take 

their turns at the toll gate of steful spending.. l!.'ven the con­

cocter ot .some dan erous concoction escape1! pos-::;ibly only hi_s own 

poisooous nurture. He probably smoke a Camels· or Luckies to steady 

his nerve while pourin dosa es with which he poisons others. 

How could 1 be otherwise when the business e ncerns nth 

their corps of highs alaried employees spend endless dayn and 

years charting graphs of sales, blott in · out blind s ots a.ad push­

ing forward the bri ht places on t he telltale barometer line. 

hese experts can fraph sales so accurately that they can almost 

point t heir finger at the c naum.er and predict his ext day•s 

purchase. 

Needless to eay, too, that the bri ht. spots on the sale& 

baro~eter line is too tre uently that which coincides with tbe 

below liTing st&.'lda.rd line on the coneumer barometer. 

Experta and diagnostieia s, if amply supplied, could equally 

care for the interests of c ons1Jmers 1 the need were only f lt. 

The Consumers Research an:i ConaUI!lers Guide ie a good st.art in tiat 

direction, but they reach only a small percentage of hones and 

they need supplementing . i th deei. ed co trees in public schools 

and an awakened public. 

The pr oblem bas become much mor e a.cute 1n the last few years . 
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While teclmie pro ess kept advancinr, hard imes has educed in­

coaes until it becomes now much aore iaportant to kno ho, to a.rd 

oft the purchaaes or undesira le goods services. s peoples' 

eal.ari s bee lo· er, it becomes ore e sential to ennaerve o the 

utllost that which they have. 

Two thirds or the lation• faailies had less t 
$L.J;QO to spend in 1955-56. 27% bad less th.au $750.00, 
~ had less'than $].000.00; and it has been calculated 
th.a the &Yer& e or middle American family received 
only 22.00 weekly the aa.me year.a Even in 1929, 4/5 
or all eo.nsumers bad <ml.7 2/5 or all family ·spendine 
aoney• 1Jhile he .remaini l/5 received and :spent 3/5 
or all the aoney.9 

Of the 29i aillion families in America., 15% eded 
help in order to eet al.o ~ in 195.5-56 .10 

It is obvious from. the above figures tha the l rge part of 

.American fuilie:s do not have lllloh to spend. They certainly do 

not have &DT to a:ste or spend foolishly. 'l' e wisest of manage­

aent 1s needed by every !amily in order that their dollars will 

buy the mos possible service and commoditiea. 

Instances or un !se buying can be found by the thousands and 

millions. The aan who buy-st o sui s for th price of one fr u$nt­

ly •t wear either of the ~uits very lon because of' interior 

qualicy. lassaehusettst overnor appointed a eomittee which 

S Consumers Guide, September l 39, p··,. 16,. 17. 

9 Conaumers Guide,. January 25 , 1937, pp. 12, li5. 

10 Ibid. 
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checked on 105 eases of a vertised 6% 1ntere t rates. They found 

the rate to actually v ry fro 6% in nne case to between 101 and 

679% in eight cases. The lar es part were char ints from 11 to 

50 percent. One can easily see that the customers of' t hese firi:uJ 

were 111-t ined in interest figures , and ere pa.y·n~ much more 

than they shoul d for the services rendered . 

ost authorities on tbe s bject agree that a.ate e ists mostly 

a ng the lower braeket .famili es which 111akea their pli ht even 

doubly bad. Just how lone peopl are rain~ to continue trieir 

guinea pi~ l iving is an interesting thin~ upon ~hich to conte plate. 

Happiness and contentment lies within reach of oat all consumers 

if they only could make these few adjustments in heir lives. They 

need to be trained in the essential.s of wise uyin &n<l thrift. 

(The fact that so maiv people ha e gone past middle 
age and have saved l i ttle if any oney , sho s that a l ar0 e 
percentage of them, especially when yo ng, have not given 
any thoughtful attention t o t he vi al necessity of accu­
mu.latin capital for their future financial security and 
success in life. The principles of rati onal consumption 
are of fully as great i mportance to ra 1 ucces s in life 
as any of the subjects n tau ,ht in our schools and 
colleges . Yet 'in moat so ools of eriea, thrift is a 
subject left to take care of itself. Grad tes go out 
int..o the world with no defl:iit,,,. ideas about the bapp1nes 
there is in thrif , of the value 1' hoe rardens, of 
househeld management, of .ise investment and wise allot­
ment of income for t,he expenses of home, b1.1siness, and 
ael.f'. ,11 

The problem ia clear ct. People ' s indiff erence to it in the 

ll Fraser, Profitabl e Farming and~ Uanav-ement , pp. 208-20') . 
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ood old days made little difference beca,1 e of an extravagant 

amount of everythi g . Today, tho'Ufh, t hey r ce r ealities, t hey 

might not ever h&ve an abun:.iance of money and t hitlfS t bat existed 

previously a ain. 

The way out is to train boys and girls in the art or l iYi 

Show them the good .and the bad. Instruct t hem in rise buyin • 

Teach them true thrift. 

When this is done then the public schools will have a· d ed 

another milestone to t heir accomplishments. One which will pay 

for itself in peoplets happiness and ca tent ent to s y nothin 

of placing he average erican upon a sounder financial plane. 

• 
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Chapter II 

NATURE AND SCOPE OF INVESTIGATION 

In this study he writer has ea survey of consumer educa-

tion opinion and practices in the Oklahoma schools. 

Questionnaires rere sent to three hundred fifty-ei h super­

intendents and :rinci pals located in all of the seventy-seven 

counties of he state, averaging sometning like five questionnaires 

to each county. Us.able replies were rece1v-d fro two hundred­

sixteen representing seventy-four of the seventy-seven counties. 

Table I showa the number of questionnaires sent to each 

county of the state and the number of us bla replies received. 

The state was divided into five districts, namely -- So th-

e.stern, Southeastern, lfortbweatern:, Northeastern, and Central for 

convenience in tabul.atin the returns on a geogra hical. basis. 

These divisions or districts are not to be constrned a being he 

district divisions aa pertains to our teachers colle?-e districts 

though they are somewhat t he same. 

The officials from the so thaust district comprised of the 

nineteen counties: namely, KcCurtain, Leflore, Haskell , Latimer, 

Pushmataha, Choctaw, Bryan, Atoka, Pitsburg, u.phes, Coal, Pon­

totoc, McIntosh, Johnston, Ka.rshall, Love, Car ... er, Murray a.nd 

Garvin returned f orty-o e question., ires f ro eighty-one sent. 

Northeast district official.a Prom nineteen. counties in their 
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TA13LE I 

List of counties with number of questionnaires sent and .m:unber returned. 

Southeast Section Northeast Secti on 
Sent f.et . Sent Ret. 

McCurtain 5 4 Osage 5 5 
Leflore 5 0 Tulsa 7 4 
Haskell 4 2 Washington 4 3 
Latimer 5 2 Nowata 4 1 
Puahmataha 3 5 Fo?er 5 2 
Choctaw 4 l Craig 4 :5 
Bryan 5 B Ila.yes s 2 
Atoka 4 V. Otta 6 5 .... 
Pittsburg 6 5 Del.A are 4 4 
Hu hea 5 4 agoner 4 1 
Coal 4 2 Cherokee 2 2 
Pontotoc 4 l Adair 5 2 
McIntosh 4 5 Sequoyah 4 2 
Johnston 4 5 Pawnee 4 5 
Marshall 4 '{ Creek 6 3 ... 
Love ,: 1 Okmulgee 4 2 .. , 
Carter 5 2 hskogee £ 4 
lfurray 4 5 Kay 6 6 
Garvin 5 2 ioble 4 2 

Totals 81 41 Totals 86 52 

Cent ral Section Southwest Section 
Sent R.et. Sent Pet. 

McClain 4 5 Harmon 4 4 
Oklahoma 10 9 .Tackson 6 3 
Lincoln 5 5 Greer 5 2 
Okfi.iskee 5 5 -Tillman 5 s 
Pottawe.t omi-e s 5 Kio 5 4 
Seminole 5 2 Comanche 5 5 
CleveJ.and 4 2 Cotton 4 5 
Logan 5 2 Car do 6 5 
Payne 5 2 aahita 5 2 
Canadian 5 5 Custer 5 5 
Kingfisher 5 4 Beet..:haa 5 l 
Grant 4 0 Pogar lills 4 2 
Garf'ield 6 5 Grady 6 4 

Totals 68 45 Stephens . 5 4 
Jefferson 5 5 

Totals 75 46 
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TABLE I continued. List of co,mties with number of qu st1onna.1res 

sent and number returned. 

ttorth'I"' st. Section 
Sent Ret. 

C ii:mnaron 5 2 
exas 4 1 

Beaver 4 2 
Harper 4 5 
Ellis 3 0 
Woodward 4 4 
Woods 4 5 
Dewey 4 2 
Blaine 5 4 
Major 4 2 
Alfalfa 5 4 

Totals 44 27 

group including: Osa e, Tulsa, Washington, Nowata,, Roger, Craig, 

Mayes, Ottaw•, Delaware, Wagoner, Cherokee, Adair, Sequoyah, 

Pawnee, Creek, Okmulgee; Musko ee, Kay, and ohl e rettl.!'ned t .if'ty­

t o questionnaires of the eighty-six. aent them. Southwest district 

of ieials returned fort y-six questionnaires fro sev:enty-five sent. 

Their district compriaed Harmon, Jackson, Greer, Tillman, Kiowa, 

C manche, Cotton, Caddo, ashit&, Custer, Beckham, Foger M1lls, 

Grady, Stephens, Jefferson, counties. Northwest district adminis-

trators representing C ron, 'fexa.s, Beav r , lia.rper, Elli.a, Woodward, 

Wooda, Dewey, Blaine, Major, .and Alfalfa counties . were sent f'o!"ty­

:four questionnaires, of which t wenty-seven were returned . Central 
I 

district composed or Oklahoma, McClain, Lincoln, O'k:fuakee, 
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Pott.a: atom.L , Seminole, Cleveland, Logan, Pa-yne, Canadian. King­

flsher, Grant, Garfield, counties returned forty-three of the 

sb:ty-eight questi onnaires sent t hem. 'l'he returns in general , 

represent fair samplin a fro over the state. 

TABLE II 

NUMBER A~D PEPCENTAGES OF HIGH SCHOOLS .EPHESK~TED 

BI SABLE R!'~LI ES 

~~ w Percentage of 
Size of School umber of !lumber of Schools aporoached 

Schools App. u66ble repliea represented by us-
able replies 

Below 101 · 75 56 7~ 

n..01-250 128 100 79'/, 

250-500 92 56 59% 

bver 500 63 24 58% 

To ALS 558 216 6~ 

Table U shows the number and percentages of schools approach­

ed together with t .he nwnber and percentage.a ot usable replies. The 

schools were diTided .into four group, according to the enrollments 

of the schools in the bigh school departments. The ?Toupin s con-
.... 

stituted those ha.vlng less tr.an 10 enrollEJ,d, those enrolling 



between 100-250, those enrollinr ~et.ween 2.50-500 and those high 

schools h viug enrollments excee ing 500. 

This eroupine nf achool8 will b used throughout the entire 

11st of tabl.es in: this study .. 

Ta-ble Ila.ho: s that the officials from school& with over 500 

enrol.lJaent, re ed 8% of the q estionnaires sent them. 59$ of 

the questionnair e sent to ~he o ficials repr esentin? schools ith 

enrollments between 250-..500 were ruturned. 79% of t e. officials 

answering for the schools ith enrollments between 100-250 retura­

ed the questionnaires sen.t them. 75'1, of the principals and super­

intendents f t .\e schoo-h· wi th em:-ollm.ents belo 101 returned the 

questionnaires aent to the • 60% of a.11 the of ficia.l.s a.ppro ched 

with questionnaires answered 1th usable replies. 

TABLE Ill 
MUIBEF. AND PEJlCENT!GES OF SCHOOLS INCLUDED nr THIS VEY , CH 

ARE LOCATED IN CEFTAIN SECTIO S OF TEE STATE 

Geographic l Location 

.ortheustem 
(19 counties) 

Soutbeaatem 
(19 counties) 

Soutbwestern 
(15 counties) 

Central 
(13 counties) 

orthwestern 
(ll counties) 

TOTALS 

~WIiber or 
Usable replies 

52 

48 

46 

45 

27 

216 

PeNantage 

15% 
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'fable III shams the number :nd per<!entage_s of achoo.lo included 

in this survey according to loc tion i.n the state. Fifty-two ques­

tionnaires were returned. fro the ortheast district to account 

• or 24% of the replies used in this study. 

Sout eastern district officials supplied 28% of the usable 

re_,,lies.. So thveate dis ,rict princii"18.ls d ~ eri t.endents 

f~rnished forty-six re?lies to account for 21% ?f the u~able returns. 

Central distric ad inistrators returned forty-three questionnaires 

or 20% of those used in this study. ortln estern di,atrict school 

OJ.ficiala accounted for 15% of the us ble replies by returning 

twenty-aeven of the questionnaires ent them. 

Table III shows that all five sections of t_e atate are 1uit­

ably rep.resented in he atudy as ea.cl\ of the five geographical 

sections furnished approximately twenty percent of the usable 

returns. 



.Chapter Ill 

THE OPINIONS OF OKLAHOPU SCHOOL PRINCIPALS AND SUPERINTENDENTS 

Since school administrators of the state should be expected 

to take the responsibility for extending consuaer education, it is 

well that they expres.3 opillions concerning the any de table issues 

which are 1nvo1Yed in aetting up a progrut o!' this kind .. 

So,ae ot the questions which school officials 1111st answer- are 

as follonr 

Shall we haTe con&llller education? 
Should consuaer education be taught as a separate cour~e or as a 
part o!' other courses? 
Should consuaer education be elective or should it be required? 
To whom should con8W!ler education be offered? 
IA what field or fields should a course 1n consumer education. be 
placed? 
Are the schools already teaching enough consuraer education? 
lfhat fields or subjects , if any, are already filling the need ill 
te~ching consUlller education? 
Should the s tate depart11ent of education encourage more consumer 
education by aeceptin it as a course to 1ard acceptal)J.e unite for 
graduation? 
What courses are already bei:a._g offered in which consumer ed cation 
is stressed? 
To what extent are library materials provided for the encourage­
ment of cos er education? 

The answers to these q estiona and others will et pattern 

for a definite procedure in tbe establiahment of school prograu 

designed to give new emphasis to the welfare of the conSUJler., 

The prob1 is not a. saple one., J'ust now Behool of'fieiale 

a.re feeli.Jlg very de:finitel.;y that some change is co ng in regard 

to consumer training empbasia. They must &ccept the resr,onaibil­

ity and set up progr,-aiaa of consumer education 1n keeping with 



sound principles. 

·t do not know what 14 Just around the corner, but I 
do kno that ri ht now there is Tery good reason to be­
lieve that the curve of the natiou'a growth if flatten­
ing out. And this suggests a period of adjustment. Our 
traditional economic habits have led us into ways of 
carelessness and indifference both in the managelftent of 
our 1ndi'rl.dual affairs and in the regulation of govern­
mental acti•iti s . An enormous aJJtOunt or waste has re­
sulted. But, consciomsly or othe ise, we have come to 
depend u n great upswings in the business cycl e to lPlBh 
away all of our sins, public and private. It ls just 
poas1ble, ho~ever, that we can no longer depend so con­
fidently upon these rortuitoua events o rescue us froa 
onr extraYS.g:ance. It is not only possible but quite 
likely t t , as time goes on, we .shall have to reconcile 
ourselves to smaller prizes and bigger penalties, fewer 
opportunities and greater risks. Even so, ~e shAll. still 
have untapped resources of •e th and well being. ille can 
learn how to s end wisely and how to 11ve rationally. And 
that is the task of consumer education. NeTer before in 
our history has it been so tiDlely and,. f venture to add, 

ver before such a national. ne.cessity. 

'!'.ABLE IV 

Percents. es of school officials ho reported certain opinions 

concerning the desirability o~ offering work in consumer education 

P.nrollnan t 
Bel ow 101 to 251 to Over Total 
101 250 500 500 (216) 

Oninion {56} {100) {56) ( 24) 

Consuaer Ed. should 91% 96% 97% 96% 95% 
be o.f'fered 

Conaumer Ed. should 7'1, 2% 0% 4% ~% 
not be of't'ered 

l Harold S. Sloan, CoQJJlU!ler Education - .A National lecessitz, froa 
a speech del1Tered at ColUJ1bia tissouri, Stephens Colle e, 1959. 
Printed 1n Forecast, June 1959 issue, p . 282. 



Table IV shows the percentage or aehool officials, in each 

of the four groups of schoolst expressing opinions s to the ad­

visability of ottering Consumer Education, 

24 

95% of the entire group f edueatora think tbat Consumer :Educ -

tion sho~tl.d be oft ered •. 

!% of the entire group think it should not be offered. 

91~ of the officials representing the group~ school ~ with 

enrolllaent under 101. think that Cr,natmer E.d eaf. on ia i:mpoJ-tant 

enough to be offered •bile 7'/, think it is not. 

96% of the officials speaking for the group of achoola with 

between 101 and 250 enrollment thi. • we should teach Consoer Educa­

tion while only 2% thlnk e should not. 

97i of the administrators of the 251-500 roup ot schools 

faTored the teaching of Conauaer F.ducation and not one ot th• 

think it ahoi~ld not be tau ht. 

96~ of the principals and .superintendents of the schools with 

enrollments exceedin 500 voted tor Consumer Education to be taught 

while 4% of them voted negatively. 

I t 111 obvious rroa thes.e figures that tbe school officials 

very def'1n.itely taTor Conauaer Education:· in our achool•. 
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TABLE V 

Percentages of school officials who reported certain opinions 

concerning how ork in Con8W1er Education should be o£fe:red. 

Enralllll8Ilt 
Belo 101 to 251 to Over , Total 
101 250 500 500 (216) 

Ooinion (56} (100} (56) (24) 

Consum.e:r Ed. should 571, 54~ 50% 6~% 55j 
be off-ered as a ' 

separate course. 

Conaum.ar Ed . should 59% 45~ 47% 58' 45% 
not be of.t'ered as 
a 3epara te couree. 

Table V shows the opinions of the school men aa to whether 

or not the Consumer Ed·ncat,io cour e should be offered a-s a 

separate course. 

55% of the admi.~iatr~tors think that Coaauaer Education aboul-d 

be ol.'i"ered as a aeparate course _a.nu 43% of thea think 1t should not 

be so offered. 

5~ of tlie officials from the roap or scboola below 101 feel 

that Consua$r F.ducation should be offered as a separate course 

whil.e 59% of them dissented from that opinion. 

54i of the principals fr the group of schools having en­

rollaant.s between. 101-250 voted for Consumer Education special. 

courses while 45% TOted against t hea. 



50% of the school men representing the school.a with enroll­

ments between 250--500 desire ape:cial Consumer Education classea aa 

against 47, not desiring su-cb. a course. 

63% of th& officials an werin for the lar .e schools. those 

harlag enrollments above soo. favor COllBUller Education taught aa 

a separate course while only 58% f'a.vor not having a Consumer course. 

TRble V reflects that t he scho~l of.:ticials from the l .arFrer 

schools ~re S01:l~wbat mor& in favor of Consumer ·Edu.eation classes 

than re those officials trof!I t he $'n.aller schools. 

TA.ELE VI 

Percentages of school officials who reported cert&ia opiniont 

c · ncerning ho work in ConaUJner Edu~tian should b& offered. 

Enrollaent 
Bel.ow 101 to 251 to Over Total 
101 250 500 500 

Oninion (56) (100) (56) {24} {216} 

Con .. Ed. should be 59% 59% 69% 58% 60% 
offered as a part 
of soae other 
course or courses 

Con. Ed. should not 
be offered as a ~4% 34.% 28% 29% s~ 
part of SOile other 
course or eourees 

~ -

Table VI renects the o-p1n1ou of the school administr tor& 



about the question of advisability ot teaching Consuaer Education 

as parts .of other courses. 

~ ot the school official.• an•erin think that Consumer 

Edu.cation should be taught a.s a part of other courses while 52% 

think this is not the way to present Ccneumer Education. 

27 

59% ot the teachers representin the group or schoola with 

enroll•ents below 101 Toted for Co.nSUDler Edu.cation to be taught a.a 

partB ot other courses while 54$ voted against the propoaal. 

The offieOO.s fro• the group of schools hnving enrol.ltaenta 

between 101-250 expressed opinions exactl.1 the same as the group 

r epresenting the school.a below 101. 

69% or the otf'iciala from the group of schools having enroll­

ments between 251-500 favor the core-eurricu1ua pl.An for teachi 

Comroaer Education while 28' do not favor such a plan. 

s• o.f the school 1.Ntn froa the large achoola,. those having 

enrollatents abow soo. expressed preference or placing the re­

sporu,ibility in other couraea in teaching Coneumer Education whll• 

29% expressed preference tor not doing so. 

'fable VI. in general• shows a fairly united opin.io.n &aong all 

groups concerning the core-currieul.ua proposal. 
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TABLE Vll 

Percentages of' school officials who reported certain opinions 

concerning how work in ConSUJ1er Education should be offered. 

(SUIUll&r7) 

Enrollaent 
Below 101 to 2Sl to over Total 
101 250 500 500 

·Ooinion (56). (100) (36) (24} (216} 

Co.118llm8r lducati on 
should be ofter- 5~ 54j 5()% 65% ssi 
ed as a separate 
course. 

Conswaer Education 
&h uld be otf ered 5~ 5~ 6~ 5~ 60% 
as a part of some 
other course. 

ConSWRer Education 
should be o!'fered 
bot.h as a separate 2~ 1~ n,c 53% 2~ 
course and part of 
some other eour•es. 

Table vn show • . tJJJJIIJary ot the divided opini.on. as to the 

proper ay to present Con8Uller E4ncation. 

55j of the entire group thinka that t.he separ~te course 

should be taught,. 80% of the group preter the core-curriculum 

plan of teaching Corusu:mer Education while 25i of the otticial..8 

favor teaching 0on8Uller Education both as a aepa.rate course and 
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as parts of other courses. 

55% of the a dmini5trators representing the schools with et1roll­

ments above 500 f avor bot h plana of teaching Consuaer Education. 

51% of the official.a from the sehools having enrol.llllents 

between 251-500 think both p:roeed.t.ires sbou.ld be followed . 

l4i or the school. en &n.n'ering for the echool..s with enroll­

ments between 101-250 feel t hat both pt"OCedures shoul.d be followed 

while 29% of the of'ficial.a froJJ the small schools, t hose belmr 101$ 

checked both the separate course plan e:Ad t he core.--cu.rr1eulum plan 

for t eaching Consumer buying. 

Table VII show:, quite well the widely diver~ent points or 

view, prevalent amo the school otficials, as c ,nce:rrse the proper 

teaching procedure for Consumer l.ducation. 

TABLE IDI , 

Percenta~es of school officiala who repor ted certain opinions 

eoneerning how much time should be deYoted to Cnn.sumer Education • 

.Earollaent 
Below 101 to 251 to over Total 
101 250 500 500 

Ot>inion (56) (100} (36} (24) (?.16} 

Co114Uller Eel. •houlJ 
be offered one 6~ 4Sj 47% ·SQ% 5~ 
semester. -

Con$111.er Ed. should 
be offered two 25% i• 56j 29% S.3% 
semesters. 



T ble VIII shows tho opinions of' the achool leaders as to 

the proper .ration for a Conamaer Education c1ass. 

s2i of the educators think one semester long enough tt.e for 

a Co:nsumor Education class while 55% of them think the coura 

should l st two •e esters. 

65% of' the official.a from the small school•, those below 101, 

think ones e3ter sufficient ti.Ille to devote to a claes 1a c n­

JSUmer bu.yin •hile 25j think two semeatera the proper length co11rse .. 

48% o~ the principals and superintendents representing the 

sc!ioo1s having enrollaent• betweell 101-250 :f'eel that .tour and one 

hal.f months is en.au h tiwe to deTote to the course while~ feel 

one yttar should be devoted to its tea.chin. 

47% o£ the o!"ficials from the 251-500 group of aehool.8 voted 

tor oue aeaester aa the proper length of a ConSU11er 1.ducation eour•• 

as conroared to 56% who Toted tor the two seaester courae.. 

Exactly one half the officials representing the large school•, 

those oTer 500, reel that one Sell1$Ster is aufficieat time for a 

colll'Se while 29% faTOr Couuaer !dueation courses eo!'ltJ.n~g 

throughout the year. 



TABLE ll 

Pereentagea of school officials who reported certain opin!oll.8 

concerning the advirsabili.ty of ma.kin Con 
, 
er Education an elee-

tive or required cour-s• .. 

Enrollment 
Below 101 to 251. to Over Total 
101 250 50') 500 

. Oninion (56) (100} {56) (24) (216) 

Oo!UIUller Fducation 64$ ~ 61J 75'1, 55j 
should be elective. 

ConlUJler Education 25% 50% 53$ 25% 5~ 
should be required. 

Table n aho,ra quite conelusivel;r that the school officials 

are not unaniJlous 1n the belie! that Consumer Education ha val..ne 

enough to place the aublect on the required list. The table shows 

the pe.rcentages or achool official• who reported certain opiniom, 

concerning the advisability of making Co 

ed or elective course. 

er Education a requir-

55j ot the educ tors think the course should be Q electiYe 

one and 58% ~ the entire group t biJ:lk the course aho ld be required. 

75f of the principal.a from the large achoo1s, those enrollin 

more than 500, pre~er election or the course while 2si or the group 

prefer requiring the course. 

6lj or the ~iniatrators tro the group of schools havia 



enrollments between 250-500 Toted tor the children to have oppor­

tunity to elect the course hile 35% voted to require the course 

of all. 

42% of the group of official.a representing school s betweea 

101-250 in enroll,aent favore.1 election while 50% favored require,-

ment. 

64% of the teachers from the small schools,, those haTing en­

rollJD.ent und.er 101, think the Co11sumer Educ&.ti.on course s' uld btt 

elected while 25% of the same group think the course should be 

required. 

TABLE X 

Percentages of school offici&ls reportin ·Certain opinions 

a$ to the e.dvisability of limiting Co 16'.uner Fdueation tc certain 

class le"fela .. 

Enrollllent a 
Bel.ow 101 to 251 to Over Total 
101 250 500 500 

On.i n ion (56) (100) {56) (24} (216} 

J'res1*en Only 2% 8% 0% 0% Sj 

8ophOIIOT$ Only ~ 4J °' o, ~J 

.tuniot'e Onl.y 7% 2% 5~ 0% oi 

Sa:nior Otuy 25% 16% 1~ 17% l~ 

Juniors & Seniors 54% 2~ 44% 54J !2% Only 

Open to ill 25%, 27'1, ~ 29i fa% 



1lXLA1JOID. 'fflt. rt3-ft:,\ r. t ' ,, , TU \Jf"JL convm, 
!able I reflect.a the opinions of the aehool ot't c~a,,~ ~ '_, 1·tt · UA'JU.l'I 

, .. u . .... \.. .... _.. r~ Y 

the proper grade level for a Comrumer Education class. OCT :.::,'( 1939 
SI$ of the officials think Consumer Education shoul.d be taught 

to Juniors and Senior.a onl.y. 28% of' tbe entirfJ group wo11ld a.rrange 

the eourse open to all. 18% of the two hundred Sixteen official.a 

feel that the coun1t e ould be of"tered only to s.ntors .. ~ of the 

group f&'YOred offering the cou.rse onl;y to Juniors, 5% favored plac­

ing the course on a Sopboaor• level and 5J of the off 1c1ala th.ink 

Freshmen the proper ones to be giTea the Consuaer Education course .. 

54% of the o:tficiala from the large aebool•, thoee having ea­

rollaents above soo. think the course should be of1'ered to J'unlors 

and Seniors. 29$ ot the saae group would pl.Ace the. course on an, 

open to all, basis while. 17% or thia group faTor offering Consuaer 

Education only to Seniors. 

44~ or the adaini.atrators represen.tug the school.a having ea­

ro.ll.JD.ents between 250-500 .t'aYored the Juniors and Seniors being 

giTen the course. ~ ot the aue group favor the course being 

open to all, 1'1' would place the course in Conswn.er F.ducation on 

a S&llior level while~ chose to offer the course only to Juniors. 

27% of the officala answering tor the group of IChools hav­

ing enroll.Jjente between 101-250 favor opening the course to all, 

20% o£ the group tavor ottering Conauaer training nly tp J'imiore 

and Seniors, l6j of the group would place. ·( he : ~r~~ · : : t ·. :J..f't;h · 

grade level while 8j ot this group favor ottering ·tll~. ' oµr ' 
, r • " • • : 

to . ~·= ·: .. .. . . . 
" . . . . 

Freshaen. 
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54% of t he teachers trom the small schools , those hav · en­

rollments below 101, favor tbe Junior-Senior grade placement for 

Con8UJ,:&:r buying,. 2si favor ma.king the -course available to all, 

23% of the same group favor otfering t he course only to Seniors 

and 7'/, ot the a 11 school representatives tavor JUDiors alone 

taking the eourse. 

TABLE. II 

Percenta es of a.choo1 official.a reportin certain opinion& 

concerning proper tield pl cement ot Coneuaer Education couraes • 

EnrolllNJlt 
Below 101 to 251 to O'f'er Total 
101. 250 500 500 

Ant .... •on {56) (100) (56) ( 24) (2161 

Commerce 48% 41J 5~ 44j 44% 
-
Hoae Arta 58% 41% 56% 50% 441( 

Social: Studies SQ% 55% 5~ ' :15J 54j 

Agriculture 25% 2~ "' 25f 5~ 

Industrial Arta 18% 2l$ 55j 25% 23% 
-

)lathematica 11% 12% l ~ 17$ 1 v:~ 

' ~ 

Science 7% ~ l4j ~ 10% 

?;ngl1ah 0$ Sj S!( 1~ 3% 



as 

Table II expressed the opinions of the chool leaders ou the 

question of fiel.d ple.cement or a course 1J:l Conauaer Education_. !rut 

officials were asked to check more than one field if they so chose. 

44% of the entire group of ottieials prefer placing the Con­

sumer FAucation course in the field ot Home Arta, 44i prefer tti. 

commerce f'i.:l.d for p].acement. 54% ot the group prefer the social. 

:studies field for the eoune, while SO% of the group think agri­

culture the proper .field_. or the sue group 2~ elected the In­

duatrial ,• ta f'ield a.s the proper field• 1~ think CollSilBlff Educa­

tion ia a part of the field of mathemat ics, l~ prefer the Science 

tield for the course and ~ think the Engliah field the proper one. 

44% or the officials representing the large sehoola, those 

having enrollaen.ta above 5001 favor the Commerce field tor Con­

sumer Education,, 50% give first place to Ho• A.rta, :.~ feel tho.t 

Social Studies s.hould claim the course, while 2Sj think .Agriculture 

is the proper field placement. Of' thia aa.ae group 2.si voted tor 

Induat .. ial. Arts; l~ tor l&thema.tica, 2lJ for Science and l~J for 

English placement of t he course. 

50% 0£ the dllinistrators representing the school.a having 

enroll.llents between 250-500 tavor placing the Consuaer .Education._ 

course in the fiel.d of Coamerce. 56% or this group ta.Tar the 

Rome Arts field• 3&% ravor the Social Studies .!ield and 44% of 

the group 11ould place the course in the field or- Agrie1tl t e. Of 

this •aae group or Qfficil1.ls 351) Toted. r-or the Indut.rial Arts 
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:field, 19% tor the llatheutics. field, 14% £or the field of Science 

and 5$ pref erred the field ot En liah. 

The officials representing the schools wlth enrollments be­

twee l0l-2SO ave preference to CQtlll'Jerce and Home !rt.a as the 

proper fields tor t.each.ing Consumer Education. 41%, ot the off icial• 

of th1e group checked Conunerce and Home .lrta. 55% of these offi.­

ciala cheeked Social Studies> 29% checked Agriculture, 2,lj checked 

lndu•trial Arts, 12% checked .latbemattcs~ 8% checked Science and 

!j cheeked English as fleld plaeementa !or the Consumer F.duca.tion 

course. 

4~ ~ the aehool :mea &n8Wering for the sall schools, those 

havi..ng enroll ents belo 101, chose Coame1 ce as the fiald for Con­

sumer !Alueation. 5~ or this group feel the course belongs in the 

Home Arta field. 5~ expr•sed the feeling that Social Studiea is 

the field for the course. 25% of this group cheeked the Agricul­

ture field , l.~ checked the InduatrW Ar ts. field, ll% cheeked 

the lfathe&tics tield, ud 1'1, chose the field of Science tor place­

men.tor the course .. lot one of this ~up chose English as the 

field tor the Conswaer Edueati011 course. 



!ABLE XII 

Percent.ges of school officials giv1n certain opinionB as 

concerning the extent or Consumer Edu.cation already bei _ taught 

as part8 ot other couraes e.n.d fields. 

l!nroll.Jaent 
Bel.ow 101 to 251 to Over Total 

l.Ol 250 500 
Oninio.n (56) (100) (56) (24) (216) 

H-0 e .Arts 27'$ 46$ 64% 67J 4.6% 

Soeial Studies 54,% 3ti 55% !S~ 51!( 

Agrieul ture 14$ m, ~ 1.5% 25% 

Coiilnerce 1~ 2 l~ 44% 22S 

Science 11% 11% 14$ 5!J J. % 

llatheinaties 11$ 12S 14% 17% 15% 
-· 

Industrial Art 1% ~ - 22% 2l!t l2j 

Table m sho the opinions of the educators a .., toe tent 

of' tloDSUJ.ller Education already bei.DP tau ht i-11: t he schools. The 

officials were asked to check fields in hich they fel t Consumer 

Ed-~cation 18 el:ready rettin considerable emphasis. 

46% of' the entir e grou of off icials .feel that aoe Consumer 

Education is bein ta ht 1n t. Home Arts departments , ~!l of 

the roup feel t the Social Studies departittents ar e already 
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teaching vital Consumer knowledge, 2~ named Agriculture as a.n al­

ready active field., 2~ felt that the Commeree departments a.re al­

ready busy teachin Conau.m.er Education, and 14% ot the entire group 

cheeked Scienee as an actiTe field at present. 13% ot the .entire 

group reel that so11e Consumer Educatio.n exisi.t in the Jktbematic:s 

departments while 71, feel that the Induetr1al .Arts department-a are 

al.ready tencbing Conswn.er Education. 

6~ ot the otficials f'roa the large h1eh schools, t..1-tose above 

500,. checked the Home Arte dapartment as already teaching eomsumer 

Education.. 55J or this group checked Social Studies, l.3% checked 

.A.grieul.ture1 44% checked Commerce, 55i checked Seience, 17'% eh eked. 

Mathematics and 21% eheeked Induatrlal. Arts ae the fields already 

pioneering in the field of Const.liter training .• 

64j of the of'ficWs representing the schools having enroll­

ment1> betwe•n 250-500 chose Home Arte aa the pioneering field in 

ConBUll&r :Education. 5~ ot the same group feel · t Social St diea 

departments are .alre4dy blsy te ching 80llle Con$1JJ1er Ed:ucation, and 

e:xaet17 the same percentage checked Agriculture as 8.11 ae-t1Te :field. 

1~ of tbi& group checked Commerce, 14% checked Science,. 14~ ehec -

ed Jlatheu.tics, tmd. 22$ cheeked hduatrial Artl as pioneers 1n 

teaching ConsW1er F.ducatiou. 

46~ of the adminiatratorB, answering tor the echools with en­

rollmenta between 101-250• feel that the Home .Arts departmeate are 

already busy te ehing ConBUller buyi.Jag. 35j o.f the s e group check­

ed Social Studies as a.n active field for the course, 27 o! tbe 



group checked Agriculture, 24% checked Commerce, llj checked Science• 

12% checked Mathematica,. and 8% checked Industrial Arts indlcating 

the opinions that these t'ields are already teachinf ~oBte Co11SU1Nr 

Education.. 

2~ of the school men repreeenting the small schools., thoa 

ha.nug enrollments under 101, think that. Ho•e Arta department. are 

actively teaching Con8Uller FAueatio at the present time. M% 

checked Social Studiea, 14% checked Agriculture, 13% checked Coa­

merce, ll% checked Science, 11% che.cked tbematica and 7'/t check 

Ind atrial Arte aeaning that in their opinions these fields•~ 

already teachil'.lg Consumer Education. 

TABLE llll 

Percentages of school official.a giving certain opinions con-

cerning the desirability of State, Depar -ent re.cognition of Con-

aume.r Eduea t1on. 

Enrol.llle!lt. 
Below 101 to 251 to O'Yer Total 
101 250 500 500 

Onift'ion (56) <100) (56} (2,4) (216) 

The State Dept. of 
Education should 73'/. 751, s~ 75% 7S~ 
recognize Con.Ed. 

The State Dept. or 
Education should 14% 2~ 22% 17% 191 
not recognize 
OonauJler Education 



Table XIII gives the princi-I,,uls and superintendents opiniou 

concerning the respons:ibility of the vtate Department of Education 

1n. e11eoure.ging the teaching of Consumer Education. 

7!S% ot the two hundred sixteen officials que-stioaed l'eel that 

the State Department of Edi1cation should recognize CorutWller Educa­

tion as a course for credit to a.rd graduation while 19% .teel that 

the Department should not do ao. 

75j of the offic.ials from the large schools, t , se haTing 

enrollmen:ta above SJJ , upressed a des,i.re for Stat.. Departaent 

recognition while 17'/; felt it Wlwise. 

6~ ot the school men checking for the aehoola ba:vi.Dg 411U'Oll-

111enta between 250-500 voted for state recognition while 22% or the 

aaae group voted against such 3tate recognition. 

75% ot the of£icial.s representin~ t he achoolB, with enroll­

ments between 101-250, feel the State Department has All obligation 

to meet in f'11rthering the coul'ee of Couumar Eduea tion while 22% 

of this group feel the state has no such obligation .. 

75'$ of the school off':leial• rep:resen~ing thtt school.a,- wi.th 

enrolltn$11t:, below 101, Toted for State Depart ent recognition 

while 14j oft he group Toted against such recognition. 
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Cnapter IV 

TUE STA1t1S OF COliSUM:En EDTJC TION IN TB! 

OK.'S.AIL/"\MA SCHOOLS 

The purpose ot this chapter is to giv the status of' collSWler 

ed.ucr, tion .at the present tiae in the et.at • There is considerable 

evidence that aome thought and attention is already being pa.id 

consumer education in the state by the school of 1cials. So e are: 

experimenting th units of conauaer education which comprise 

rt& o.f other courses. Soae are daring to introduce eouraee de­

signed to teach principa:J.1.y conSW1er education. 

'fABLE XIV 

Percentages of school ot'ficials re rting Conswaer Education 

as now being offered 1n Okl&hoaa. 

.... ...... 1l-nt 
Belo 101 to 251 to Over Total 
101 250 500 500 

(56) (100) (56) (24} (216) 

Schools reporting 
0% 11% ~ 55% 10% separate coursea 

Schools not report-
ing separate 1~ 89% 92% 67j 9~ 
course.• 

-? ble XIV sho • that t enty-two of the o!ficials or 1-0% or 



those questioned reported cla ses i eoriSUJler education. 90% of 

the entire group re, orted they did not have eonrsee. 

~i of the offieial representing- the lare:e schools,. those 

having enrollments eJ{ceeding 500,. reported claasea while 67'/, re­

ported no classes 1n conf!tllller buyine. 8'I of the -princiJ:)8ls and 

-euperintenden.ts answering !or the scho.ola havin enrollments be­

tween 250-500 MT8' incl11ded courses. in eoUW!ler education in their 

schools and 92%' of this group do not include euch eouree in their 

proen s. 

u, of tbe off'1c1ale or the .schools hann enrollments be­

tween 101-250 reported they bad el.asses ill conawaer education. 

89$ of this group do not have such clA8ae.a. None of the achoo1s 

having enrollment1 below lDl have consUJller education clas.s.ea. 
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TABLE 

PercentageB of fiel~ . J.acements of Consumer Education couraet 

now in ,operation in Oklaho • 

Enrollment 
Below 101 t.,o 251 to ()Yer Total 
101 250 500 500 

(O) (11) (5) (8) (22) 

Home Arts 0% 36% 67'% 1~. 52% 

Oomere.e 0% 18% 0% SQ% 2~ 

.4gricul.ture 0% 18% 01> 12%, 14~ 

Social Studies OS 1~ 35$ 25J 2.SJ 

Did, st.rial Arta 0% 0% 0% °' ~ 
-

illatbeaatic& 0% 9% 0% O'I> 4% 

Science ~ 0% 0% ~ 0% 

Engliah 0% 0% 0% 0% ~ 

Table IV abowa the distribution of field placements of oon­

edue tion classe.s no in progr ae in Oklahoma. 

~2% o~ the t enty-t o otficiala reporting consumer educ ti.on 

cl.uses have placed th course in the Home Arla Depar t. 2~ 

of the saae group placed the course 1n the Commerce fie1d, 14%, 

thought l,gricul tui,a the proper field., while 23!{ ot th.e ot.ticiala 



choe~ he social st.wifes fie, d for la.cement of the eimrs•. 4i 

cf t gronp feel tr.11t the . · f:.h mati.cs era.rt.men is the proper 

place ~or con um~r du tion. 

50% oft e school men representi.ne the schools nth enroll­

ments. in exce s of' 500, have placed the consumer eoursct ill the 

Co erce field, 12% of this group plt!eed the cour e 111 the Hoae 

Arts fie1d 1 12% chose AP'1"1cultnre .•.a the snonaor field, and 2.5% £eel 

that the social etu.dies de:partmente is the logical s .?Qn.aor depart­

.ent .• 

6'7% o! the officials reporting conai:tmsr ai1.1cntion classes, 

renres~nt g the s.choola ha.Ving enrollments between 2.50-500, pla.eecl 

the course in the Ito. e Arts department while 55% of thi:s grou 

cb e to give the social stud!eo dep rt""e ts the :resf'onsibility. 

Of this gr:n1p none of the of' icial.:, elected to e c .eree or 

agricul t·lre as the spons r field. 

56% of the admi.niatrators reporting cl..assea in conswaer 

edu.-cation in the '> up o tte ol h$ving enrollments between 101-

250 chose Hom& Arts as. the sponsor fi 1.d. Co:amerce,. J. ieulture 

and S cial Studies fields shared ually in the percentages of choieea 

among this oup of officala as proper field placeaents tor the con­

suuteT education cours.&. 'Each ei' these departranta received 1- of 

the ot'f 1c1als.t votes. ~ ot thia roup placed tlle course in the 

the1111tics field. 
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TABLE XI 

Percentages of Schools offering Consumer Education who place 

it in their e1ll'?'inulum as elective and required . 

Y.nrollJ~ent 
Below lOl to 25l. to Over Total 
101 250 5JO 500 
(O} (11) (5) fal (221 

Schools in which O'/t 82$ 100% 8$ 86% course is e~ective 

Schoois 1n •hich 0% l.~ 0% 12% l4i course is reqPi.red 

T~ble IVI shows the percen ges of school officials• report­

illf, consumer education couraes, ho chose to 114k.e the course e1ee­

tive or required. 

86% of the officials offering consunaer education in Oklaho 

permit the pupils to elect the course. 14% of this group :r>equire 

the courae to be taken to some degree. 

89% of the 

rollment.s ill eccesa of 500 call the courae an electi• e one whtle 

14% of this group call the course required. 100$ of the group or 
o_fficiels rus ering for the schools baTinr,enrollmenw between 

250-500 pe!"11litted the course to be elected:. 

82% of tho officials offering c nS'llJller education cl.ass s , re­

porting for schools l:E.ving enrollments bet een 101-250 call t.he 



course electiv whil l~ of thi group require t eour.s• .. 

TABLK XVII 

P'ercentages of school otfichla reporting adult Co11suaer 

~ue ti n classes int heir c01IIMWli iea. 

1 lll"Ollaent 
Below 101. to 251 to Over Tot.Al 
101 250 500 500 
(56) (100} (56) (24) (218) 

Those having Adult 
ConaUJNr !due - ~ lj 6% lS SJ 
tion cl.aasea 

Those not hav'ing 
Adult Con81;D18J" le>Oj 97% 94% 85J 96% 
Education claasea 

-table XVII sho,rs the percenta es ot adult ed cation claases, 

as reported by the ehool officials, which are being ld in 

Oklaho•., 

Only ab: classe1 in adult educ tion atu yin Co111n:uaer Educ.a-

tion,,, re reported th of ficiala which consti tut ?ij of t~ 

school• qusationed. ~ ot the entire group or officials re~orted 

no adult Co 8Uller classes. 

15~ of th officials reporting forte achoola bavin~ enroll­

irenta 1n excess of 500• he.Te cansmaer classes in their cities. 

83% or this group report no e nJJWBer eluses--. 
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6• of the officials reportin tor schools having enrollments 

between 250-500 report consuaer adult trainin course.a.. 94j of 

th.a group report no classes. 1% or t he one hundred offieiala 

representing the schools with enroll11e11ta between 101- 250 report. 

adult collsuaer education classea. 9% ot this group reported no 

classes. None ot the offieiala representing the amall achoola 

reported conaumer adult training elaesea. 
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TABLE fill 

Pe.reenta ea of school officials reportin eartain 111& terials 

a.vail&ble in their libraries. 

Enrollment 
Below 101 to 251 to OTer Tot.al 
101 250 500 500 

TITLI (56} (100) ( 36} (24} (216} 

100 ,.000 ,.000 Guinea Pigs 50% 1~ 4~ 54j 50% 

Gov. Bulletirus on Con- 25% 25% 2~ 46% 27% naer Education 

Conaumers Guide ~ 20% 51f M% 2~ 

Reports - Food and Drug nt l4j 17' 3~% 18% Adain . 

Business Principles E'Ver,-
1.4% 1·2% l~ 58% 17$ one .Should tnow 

Bow to Spend lloney .,,, 19% 14~ 29% 16% 

Your •oney' s forth 5~ l2j 17% 3~ 14% 

Conauaer Good5 - How to 2j 1~ 22% 5~ 13~ ho• and Ose Thell 

Con n Di est llj 9% l~ 29% l5j 

Consuwer~ Research 5~ 71, 17J 21$ 1~ 

Skin Deep 71> '1% llj 29% 10$ 

IWhen Yon Buy 4% 4j ~ 29$ '1% 
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T..i1..BLE XVIII eontinued. Percent4ae-s of school officials reporting 

eertain materials availa.ble 1n their libraries. 

Enrolla•n.t 
Below 101 to 251 to Over Total 
J.01. 250 500 500 

TITLE (5&) (100) (56} (24) (216) 

Eat, Drink, a1'd Be Wary 2% ~ 11% 1Sj ~ 

The :Education of the 
~ SJ 8% 21$ 5~ Con.aueer 

Counterte.1t ~ ~ 5j 1~ 4J 

.laerican Cbamber or Horror11 0% lJ ~ l5J 2% 

Letts Get What We Want 2S 1i ~ 0% 1i 

Table IVI.ll ahowa availabl.e. materWs 011 eonawaer education 

1n th Oklahoaa school libraries. 

The liet of -.terials eubllitted to th of'fi.c:iala for checking 

were principally- those aug sted a:, the bes.t literature anilabl• 

in the field the school o!ficiala of C.&lif oruiA. The admini•tra-

tora nre asked to check books and periodicals listed and to add 

othe,rs that .mi ht be a'Y8.Uable. 

38% oft.he entire group Qf ~boola do not haTe one of the 

boon or periodicals listed as revealed by the study. The book 

poa8essed by th largest number is •one Brmd.red lfillion Guin 

Pigs.• The ok fOUDd in the teweat libraries 1s, •Let•& Get 

What We want.• 



27'1> of the two hundred-sixteen schools posaess "Government 

ThJlletinS on Co:n:$Uller Education.'* 20% of the sohool:s receive the 

:ttCoWJt,JDt:ers Gtti.dett., l~ make available1 ?!Jteportz from Food and Dra_g 

Admini:stratiol'l".. 1~ has catalogued the book,, nBtlainest:i Prine1ples 

Everyone Should Know•.. 16% possess the book,_ •Ho:w to Spead Yow 

-.,_net• and 14% M.Ve tbe book,, itYour lbn9y,fs w~rthtt,. 

•ConS'Wler Gnods--How to Know and Use Them'*• r-ms reported in: 

i,S:j of the libri:.ories and exactly the same percent. reported ae l!.vaU­

able., '"The Oonewner'tJ Digest•, 10% o.r· the achools possess t,he book,. 

ttSk:f.tt ))e.e:p~,. .lOj subscribe ro;r the, lt'fhe Consumers F..esean:h•, and 

:mak$ it available. 7% po.s5eS3 the bof.1!{1_ "When !011. BQyn.. 5% CU"~ 

checking the book, WEat,, Drinlt, ,:ind be 1,~~.ryit_1 1;;hfl,e 5% <:tf t.h-e 

lib?Wiee Mve cirtalogued, "The Education of the Con.sumertt. Only 

4$ or if:he libraries approached a.re checking, •cknmterrett1t.. 2%' 

poe.ses,s "'the &'tleriean. Chamber of Horrons·tt7 and l~, •:t.ette Get What 

~ of the .swul eehools, these having enroll~nts below 101.1 

do not posseaa ,any of the listed booka- and. periodicals as reported 

by their principal.a and superintend-eats. 40$ o:t the oti'icWs 

froia the school~ ha.Ying enrollments be~ween 100-250 reported none 

or the mater:iru.e a:vailable. 51.~ of the adminiStrator.a from the 

schools with enrollments between 250-500 reported none available 

while 2:si of the sehool,officials, :representing the schools having 

enrollments 1lt excess of 500, reported none of the books and 
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periodic~s available. 

54% of: the high schools having enrollment exceeding 500 pos sa., 

"'One Hund.red Million Guinea Pigs• . 46$ possess , •Govamment Bulle­

tins on Co.nBUJaer Educatlonn . 58% posse... ~lie, "Conswaere Guide". 

55% possess,, "Reporte, of Fo d a 1d Dr11 Administr tlon", while o 

1n this group posses:s , •Lett s Oet bat We Jiiatttn, As I'9Ve&led by the 

officials . repreaentinl? the s chools ha.vine enroll&ents between 250-

500 reported having anilable the book, One Hundred tillion Guinea 

Piga•. 28% reported ·1tGovernment Bulletina•. 31% •Consumers Guide0 , 

22% •conswaer Gooda-How to lta0w ud U'~e Thea" and one sehool re­

ported, "'Let' s G t bat We ttant•. 25% ot the officials from the 

schools having enrollments between 100-250 reported bavinr. aTa.ilable, 

•GoYerna nt Bullettos•,. 19% reported, •one Hundred lillion Guin• 

Pigs•. 19% reported the book, •Ho . to Spend Ion, yu, 20% cheeked ae 

ava11able, " he ConSUtnera Gulde" and onl7 1% of the libraries ot 

this roup contain. the book, "Let's Get What 'le ant17 • 

50% of the achool of'f'iciala from the small schools., those 

having enroll.Jlents t>e1-o• 1011 reported a.e available the boo , "One 

Hundred llillion Guinea Pigsff. 25 reported •aovermnent Bulletins~ 

available, 21% reported,. •Reports of l"ood and Drug Adainistration", 

14% ehec ed the book, •Bu.au e s Frinciplea Everyone Should 1Cno,r11' 

and 2% ot this roup checked as available, "Let• s Get What e Want•. 
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C pt r V 

8UDARY1 INTERPRETATIONS O FINDI.! GS AND F.ECO DATIONS 

Though Con8Ulllel' Education 1a a relatiYely ne field in Oklahoma 

t here a.re eertain ,zenera.l ill erp et&tion."8 of this study •hich in­

dicat that the Conaunter Education 11ovemen.t is detini tely gaining 

strength and support by an increasin nu.mber of school off icials. 

The s tudy reveals a somewhat unif ol"JR desire tor more t r 1.ning 

in Conauaer F.ducation on the part of school officials. The study 

shows further that the of ficials are quite undecided as to the best 

plan for teaching Conauaer Education .. Th ind oiaion is made 1110re 

definit e by he offici&la check.in bot b the sp ciAl class aethod 

and the core-cur:1"'1cu1U11 method with .considerable feequency. Ne r-

17 one f'ourth of the entire group feel that procedures involving 

both Viewpoints would e the best. 

The officials !roa t he large schools favor Can~umer Educa­

tion taught a.a separate coursea by .larger percentages tban the 

small school-8 while the reverse is t ru. a concerns placing Con-

8U!ller Buying in other f1 lds. 

The int.erp:r&tation here is t t the lar er schools ha.Ting 

more tunds can experiaent mor e in all fiel.da.. Al.so the larger 



schools are less subject tote eont.rol of the State Departa&nt 

of Education wh1eh gives t em aaple room to expand their pro rams. 

The study reveals, however, a l~r e de ree o.f uncertainty as to 

the question among all the school diYieion offieial. 

/ 

The edaini&trators alao divided on th question or tble ·hieh 

should be de.vot d to the Consmaer Education el&.s~a.. over-halt L-

the off1.c1tls .felt tri.a.t four and one halt months 1 long e.nou h to 

te ch the course while one-third felt that a year should be deTot-

ed to tea.chin of the course. ew w.d not anner which ind!-

cates they are undecided. '!'he different concepts .of' the tem 

Conswaer Education and what it e brreea probably 4ccounts for ,a 

good deal of thia lack of unifom:tty in thought and opinions. 

'!'he popular ntoYe now on to make most eTery subject eleetive-, 

accounts for sotM of the opinion expresaed on the q -estion of r•­

qu1ring or electin t e Conawnor Buying courses. Alm08t exactly 

the ame percen ges ot offici.als divided in opinions as to whether 

the course should be electi?e or required as did on the· preceding 

question. 

e la:r e achool 0£ icials, on this question did desire the 

course to be electi..,-e tea. degree considerably lar~er t han t : 

small school official.s. Three-fou~·ths or t-he school officials 



repre nting chools with enrol ta v 500 de ired election 

w ile nearly half' of the officials of t e 101 to 50 group voted 

tor electi,.) • 

Cons;ser Education cla.asea did no~ ch. nge he tt\S of the 
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popularity of pla.cin ..,- course& on the Ju.ior &.nd Senior l.evel. 

Ot the 216 chool principal and superintendents qtiestio ed. one-

third of them f lt th.at it should offered tc_jullior and ftiors. 

A saa ller percen t l t that Consumer F.duc tion hou1d be vail bl• 
' 

to 811. It is ditficult to deteraine hare whether the pa tern ia 

being followed or whether real thinking s been done on the quea­

tion. The fa.et "the. aoae felt tbtlt freshmen al.one should be tau ht 

Conaua .r Buying and others tho .ht t should on the second year 

level ould more clearly indicate t hat aom thinkin > has been done 

on t his questi n. 

The California at-.1.dy• on Co sumer Buyi ng, ud.e by John .. 

Thoma• revealed t t Rom• .Arts and Co . ce er th.e fields aost 

popular for placement of Coll9Wler Eduutlon clasaes 1n that 

tate. Oklahoma school official e pres!!ed the S8.lle opinion. 

et1rly halt of the echool en approached believe ,.c-t t 

Con8Ulller Education cla sea belo in th Hoae ,!,rt field exact-

ly t e ame rcen ge tho bt the oper fiel t be Comner • 
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The basis. for these op inions probably would be found in a eneral 

feeling t t the e fields had already been tcacrd.ng Consumer Educa­

tion most effectively~ or that ey lend th · elves to the ino t 

interestine phase., of CO?l8Ul!ler Training. 

Coamere wa fourth in order or fields 1n which the or ieial.e 

think so11e Consumer ld· eatio 1:! being taught. This seemin.g eon r•­

diction of the preYioua explanation can be explained by the tact 

that Commerce as taught in ost hi h achool.s ia mad• up of typing, 

ceountin and shorthand all of do ot lend the~lves for 

much injected outside topica. Th s& subj ets are ,sually quite 

able to take care or t lves 1n interest and holdin qu&lities, 

consequently not wch Conawaer Educa.tion has beea taught in these 

fields thou h the field is a popular one £or such teaching. Those 

school of"!'eri.D co ercial law, bus· ess econo ·, sale nship 

and others have excellent opportunities to ch Consumer Buyin 

part of those courses.. This partially explains why a l r .~er 

percent of the school adJllinistrators think the e urse sru>uld be 

pl. eed in th commerce field t tho pht th.at the com , eree field 

was now te chin~ Con1,1t1er Education. 

lfost o.f the educators believe that t he S te Departm&nt of 

duca.tion hould 1anifest interest 1n ConSWller Education and rec­

ognite it as an acceptable co rse tor high school subject& toward 

L-
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.,r nation. About three-£ ourths of the officials in all the various 

sections d sizes of schools think th ed ~ation department should 

do so. About one-fifth of them feel t the S te Departmen 

should not reco , iz CoruJuaer Educ tion a.s a course. 

It is not to be 1n erpreted tll.at t . o e consti tutin h1a 

group are particularly opposed to tea.chin Co,nsu11er Edue.ation but 

tao"e likely they think that mo1~ tim should el.aps, and. »ore de­

velopment ca before e accredit the eouree. This feeling could 

b poss ssed by the most ardent belieYer in such Con.awaer Educa­

tion course,a. 

Th ugh there ere twenty-two eehool officials r eported classes 

in CoZlS'Uller ldueation, the writer has the feeling that they- were 

la.rr,el.y Consumer Education classea under other titl s. tn f ct 

thia 1• pr blJ" the best y to introduce the course t the pre­

sent tiae. Ir this is the case, then it is a ma.tter ot de. e of 

Coll8Wler Eduction ta ght in ot er courses which det rmin s whether 

or not a •ehool tet:tches the ubjeet; identl.y those reporting 

elaases think tha ficient Consumer Education was being tau ht 

to ju tify- the in reportin s1ch classes. 

Salesaen haTe not been Yer7 enterprising when it eoaes to 

ellin c.ho 1. en C n er !ducatio books and periodicals. 0v r 

one-third of the schools did not ha~ one of the listed book, or 

periodicals,., This i not an indictment of the school administrators. 



I.t only .shows that Consumer Education is eillply ot r eceiving 

much empba.sia today in the Oklahoma schools .. 
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Somelfbat surpri1ing waa the fact that, .Your Woney•a Worth", 

the bl.ica.tiott or 1927, whi ch was perhaps the leader a on the 

erre or le s aerus•tiOi al. booka, as not th~ rr:o t po ula.r book trnmd 

today in the libraries. "One Hundred Killion Guinea Pigs", lead 

all other boos and eriodicals as havin a pl ce iJt the Oklahou. 

school libraries. 

Of the first ten book.a and periodical$ :found in most school 

ibr ries aa revealed 1A Table I9I1I onl;y three are of the sen•ation­

al type . This clearly itldicate1 t t the day has passed when Con-

er Education is B011ething senaatioaal d •hort 1iv-ed .. lfore 

aubeumtial books ad periodiCAls are ppearing e eh year, al'Jd 

they s eea to be reaching th high school libraries. 

Recommend tiona 

In rte of the findings of this: atu4y, the writer wishe to 

· e the .followin reca endations. 

I. Facilities for teachin Conswaer Education in college, should 
be incre aed. 

II. .1. and I. College or Stillwater hou1d lead the .-.-, in ColunJmer 
Education by conferences, «1rtension cl&ssee, and act al. teach­
ing or more classea on the campus .. 
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Ill. The State Department of' Education should 

A. C&.11 conferences of interested. educators on Con.SUller 
Education lending aid, and help. 

B. Call attention to school adainiatrators to the 11.eed 
or ore good books in their libraries rel.At1:n to 
Consuaer Edu.cation. 

tv. Speaker• who o• .a t about C-0nsumer Educati011 ahou.ld 
be used 1n our Teach rs Mee.tings throughout the state. 

v. The Oklahoma Education .lasociation should appoint a Coamittff 
to report the atatus of Co.n w !dueatioa in the state. Thia 
studl' to be prineipall7 to deterndne the place Consumer Edu­
cation &!bould occupy in the Okla.hoaa aehoola. 

VI. "The Okla.ho• Teacher•, uga.zine should give due publicit7 to 
the cause of Consumer Wormation. 

VII. The Con..auaer F.d.ueati® course should be placed in the fiel.d 
of general. edu.cation. 
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III. The State Department of Education should 

A. Call conferences of interested educators on Cot1.SU11ler 
Education lending aid, and help. 

B. Call attention to school adainiatratora to the ed. 
or ore good books in their libraries relating to 
Consuaer Education. 

tv.. Speakers who o• • great dae.l about C-Onsumer Education ahoul.d 
be used in our Te.achera !lee.tings throughout the stat e. 

v. The Oklahoma Education .lasociation should appoint a Collmitt .. 
to report the status or COllllWlw ldueatioa in the state. This 
study to be prineipall1 to d teradne the place Consumer Edu­
cation should occupy in the O.kl&ho• aehool•. 

VI. "The Oklaho• Teacher• , magazine should give due publicity to 
the cause of Con8Ume.r Worma.tion. 

VII. The Conauaer F.dueation. course should be placed in the f1e1d 
or general education. 
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CONSUMER EDUCATION QUESTIO ~AIRE 

Population of tom or city ______ High School Enrollment ----

lame of .superintendent or principal -----------

1. Do 1ou believe that Coneumer Ed:ucati ou should be offered in Okla-
hoaa Secondary School.II? ...... u •••••••••••• Yes B.o ----

2. Shou1d Con8Ulller :Education be taught as a separate course? ...... 
• .• .• • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • •. .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • Yes o ----

5. Should Conawaer Education be ........ elective_required ---· 

4. Sho lld ConllUJler !'iducation be offered one semester? ------two ~emestera ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

5 . Con8Ull8r Education 1hould be offered in grade 9 _1o_u ___ _ 
12 to All • - -

6. Shoul.d Ccnaum.er Education be taught u a part or parts of so-. 
other course or courses ••••••••• ._ ••••••••• Yea Ho ----
If so in 1hi ch field or fields 1n the curriculum would you place 
the r esponaib111ty? Check .2!!!,_or ~· English 

Ac-riculture 
Home .Arte 
Social studie1J 
Business or 

Commercial 
Science 
Induatrial 

rta 
Mathell8.ties 

----

7. Do you ha.Te a course in. Con8Uller Education in your achool? ••••• 
.. • • . . • • . • . . . . • • • • . •• . . • . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . .. .. ... !es B-o ----

a. In which field or fields h8.Te you pl.::.ced it? ••• ------

Is it elective? ____ r equir,d? -----

9. Do you ha.Te an dult consumer class in your town or city? •••.•••• 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••Yes ~ ----
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10. I.1st eourse or courses 1n your 4chool 1n which you think that 
Conaumer Eduction is now t4u ht. 

ll. Do you think the S+ate Department o! Education should recognize 
Con8Ulller Education or credit toward graduation? Yes___,.lo __ __ 

12 •. Check the books: al:ld periodi-cala listed below which you have in 
your chool libraeyz Please a dd others .. 

1. ConSUJllerS' Guide ll. The Fducat.ioa of the ConSUJler 
2 . Consumers• Research 12. Reporta-1ood & Dru Admini&tration 
5. Con.users• Digest . 15 . Olle-Hundred-Milliou Guinea Pig• 
4. Skia Deep 14. American Cha ber of Horror• 
5. Your aoney's Worth 15. Conaumer Goods-How to Xno• & l1se 
6. Counterfeit Tho 
7. Ho• to Spend lloney 16. Bu.sinea,s Principles Everyone Should 
a. . hen You Bey Know 
9 . Eat• Drink & Be War, 17. GoTermnent Bulletin on ConSUller 

10. Let•a Get What W• Want Educati on 
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LIST OF S .. ERINffiIDENTS Alm PRINCIPALS 

00.TRIBr:rtmc TO THIS STUDY 
Schools having en?'Qllmenta under 101 

AMI mu co . '1'Y R.- • En.roll. 

Louis Coat'orth Coyle Logan 90 
. P .. C. Hesser ,aukomia Garfield 100 

Boyd H. Sim.peon Piedmont Canadian 75 
C. F. Raina Str!:ngtown Atoka 75 
elaou Brintle Thackerville Lo•• 87 

'I. c. Lewie Watt1 .Adair 81 
R. !l. VanBuilirk Two Sanda Kay 4l 
Eugene Hubbard Lahoma Gart:tel.d 75 
E. B. Ce.wood SttPJl.7 lfo-odward 62 
Eugene l .. Barney Woodville lf.arahall 100 
Clifford C. Bell Velma Stephens 84 
O. L. ll&rney Oney Caddo 59 
•elvin L. lorn Sel.Mn Harper 44 
Earl .l. Drennan Jfustang ClU:Uld.i&n 97 
Dee E. Park Dnitou TUlTMD 65 
L. H. lfooda Woodward R. loodmrd 42 
H.G. Creebaore Hitchcock .Bl&ine 80 
Fred C. Ogle Boynton lu1ko ee 96 
ff. P. Cook Hobart R. Kiowa 47 
Paul W. Genung Lookeba Caddo 16 
E. R. Bell Three Sanda Ka;y 50 
Oyshia •cGo'N&n Oktaha lfuakogee so 
H. E. Shipley Albion Puahtlataba 54 
Joe E. Brown ai.nwright lfllskogee 70 
T. K. O&tea Bryant Okllul ee 56 
Lee L. Scott Hickory ltllrray 70 
R. H. •eclean Gerty Hughes 92 
J"ohn P. Loughlin lfanehester Pittsbur 72 
1J • .B. Stiewi lcAlister R. Pittabur 68 
A. F. Bennett Welch Craig 85 
J. :r. Thomason Ila.son Oktuakee 88 
George W. Sp&r1ner Cleo Springs Jlajor 85 
P.D.Dunkleberger Lambert ilfalta 74 
Glen Caskey Brannan Kay 92 
R.C. Schwie er Daeou. Woods 70 
Joe Jletcalt Hol :.ia R. Harinon 67 
Herman Harris Guster City R. Custer 48 
oble A. Gore Gotebo R. Kiowa 00 

J . E. J'inka R$Yia Johnston 75 
Floyd Newberry Sharon Woodward 87 



c. B. Lena 
e. A .. Crider 
E. E. Cowan 
llarYin Johnson 
Glema B. Dillingba 
less•· Collier 
C. L .• Owen 
Eltlo B. Burst 
Charles Green 
W. F. Gable 
R. D. CUrnutt 
Birney D. Herrin 
Van carter 
Albert lf. Dillon 
j. Fred Eaker 
Raymond Ste•art 

ro 

leyea 
Bu.f &lo 
Canton 
C.shion 
De~l 
Ttt11hk& 
Loia]. 
Rwasell 

ruec 
Addington 
.Utue R .. 
Briatow 
7oyil 
Ochelata 
Oluatee 
Hugo R. 

Schools having enrollment.a 
under 101 

co ff 

Cbmtaron 
Harper 
Blaine 
ling.fisher 
Cotton 
toka 

Kingfisher 
Greer 
Pawnee 
.Jef'f"e~ 
Jackson 
Creek 
ltogers 
w ... shington 
Jaclcaon 
Choctaw 

TI. S. ENROLL. 

4,0 
16 
81 
55 
77 
70 
58 
75 
52 
76 
Sl 
61 
4o 
72 
90 

H.S. Diacon­
t.iaued 

iv 



LIST OF SUPERINTEN:::r D ?R WIPALS 

•~ H. cCalister 
Byron F. Jolly 
L. F. Goor~e 
H. D . ... ') 
John • King 
O. 'l'. Eskew 
P.A. Becker 
'J. E. Stiewig 
:J. E. alr<,iven 

• Leroy Taylor 
J.E. Peery 
H. R. ~ ch rdson 
Willard Boyce. 
George Slack 
W. B. Hurst 
'l'. E-. •cDonal_d 
Earl Estep 
Arthur Clark 
Bart Woods 
G. W. Fugate 
E. H. McDonald 
B. a. Willoughby 
J. A. Hendricks 
R. S. Davia 
Paul Bragg 
Earl 5ewbercy 
Raymond Cox 
I.eon B. Field 
Lester Gallon 
B. B. Alto• 
J'ohn H. Kephart 
•• J. Burr 
J. D. Pucket t 
J. R. Couover 
L s t er Sherrill 
Tarlton Ii,. 'l'o send 
A. L. Pool 
R. B. Johnson 

CONTRIBUTING. TO TIIIS S TUl)Y 

Seboola ha.vin rollntents b tween 100- 250 

Britton 
innekah 

Fairland 
!cllille 
Davenport 

gnJI 
Ii.gin 

&ll1ant 
Choctaw 
Bethany 
Minco 
W,,W. od 
Covington 

irvlew •t. View 
'Japanuck& 
Via.:n 
letclnlll 
Taloga 
.laher 
Vinson 
Roydon 
Hel 

COtrllTI 

Oklalioma 
Graq 
Ottawa 
Bryan 

tncoln 
Greer 
CollAl\Che 
~Curtain 
Oklahoma 
Oklaho a 
Grady 
G rvin 
Garfield 
•ajor 
tiowa 
Johnaton 
Sequoyah 
Craig 
Dewey 
Pottaivato 1• 
Ha on 
Roger llilla 
lf'alf: 

Ramona Washington 
Bokchito Bryan 
Gould Harmon 
Wilburton t r 
Texho Texe.s 
Bixby Tuls · 
Tuskahoa Pushmataha 
Laverna Harper 
OklahoJIA City Fl. Okl ou 
Rin 1i Jeffer on 

ayne •celain 
Hol is Harmon 
ao1s Ci t7 Cifflmaron 
Healdton Carter 
J'enka Tul ' 

165 
120 
176 
117 
169 
258 
167 
200 
174 
21-4 
115 
190 
140 
200 
m 
155 
159 
167 
ll4 
214 
142 
ll6 
121 
172 
130 
150 
107 
110 
242 
116 
lf30 
150 
150 
170 
225 
120 
250 
216 

V 
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E. l\ .. Brown 
J. H .. Logan 
C.. L. ea. t,hers 
... r. B. Ga1'ltl.icha.el 
John E. Prook 
R .. L • .Amitage 
c •• Strozier 

enneth IL. .Barrell 
llliu C pBland 

Loyd • Grigsb:v 
• G. S rry 

H. E. Uson 
Edgar Hams 
F. E. 'ff ill:1.ng 
Pt hite 
Ettgene • Autry 
Carl Tay].().r 
Haskell Paul.din 

• • ereon 
C. L. Honnold 
G .. A.. Ho erton 
O. H • . Holman 
c. v. Townaend 
A.G. Sw ezy 
L. P. Battles 
:a. B. Fisher 
• • • • Fulton 
George S. Hem-:r 
R. J. Wheeler 
3s,,.:!tJ C. .Alvis 
l'loy E. Pat ton 
Byron Dacus 

• DeePetree 
L. !. Gibbs 
E. R. Ste rt 
L. J. Hove 
G. L. Conner 

• P. Robinson 
L~e Hart 

• E. flhite 
R. L. Hazlet 

Schools b&Yin e oll ts between 
l00-250 

TO 

Hulbert 
eota 

Cre._cent 
Davis 

Oak 
Cordell 
C weta 
li'J.et.cher 
Ft .• Cobb 
Eufaula 
Bl.anel rd 
Beaver 
Car a 

ecU11seh 
Ouapa.w 
Cherokee 
Graceaont 
Shamrock 
Cro ell 
Tuttle 
Colcord 
Wynona 

on 
Locust Grove 
Carnegie 
Hanna 

nton 
Kingston 
Grandfield 
Temple 
Ceiling 
Gotebo 
Sentinel. 
annette 

'ripton 
Geary 
Chot u 
Pureell 
Hennessey 
Haskell 
Weatherford 

Cherokee 
Lo .an 
Logo 

':a'r&y 
Lat.iaer 
\'fllehita 

a.goner 
Comanche 
Oklaho• 
cCurtatn 

MeCl&i.n 
BeaYer 
Alt'alf'a 
ottawa.t 

Ot't',aq 
Alfalfa 
Caddo 
Creek 
Seminol. 
Grady 
Delaware 
Osage 
Roger :lllla 
lfayea 
Caddo 
cintoeb 
· ttabur 

llaraball 
Til]Mtl 
Cotton 
Dewq 
Jliowa 
. a..shita 
ottaw tomie 

numan 
Blain-ct 
llayea 
KcLB.in 
llngfisher 
Wu.sko e 
Custer 

125 
ll2 
170 
146 
155 
165 
190 
uo 
180 
.250 
124 
187 
120 
225 
176 
225 
ll2 
120 
115 
185 
161 
125 
140 
210 
150 
ll8 
190 
170 
1S7 
192 
151 
118 
l.~5 
162 
2!36 
180 
l.25 
226 
168 
207 
200 
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• J). Dllnl~p 
Everet na-
n. E. Phillin• 
. • H .. CaTtor 
R&Y'-fO-nd Im~hes 
o. H. Cunningbaa 
:f. B. !leL8.ggert 
aul Kenner 

E. I!. Binghaa 
~ C:rouse-
Glen E. Evans 
Paul C. lCennerJ.1 
.J. L. Sullivan 
ff .. E. !ly 
Arthur L. :ra s 
Ralph A .. Myers 
Loyd R. lfatson 
H. H. nower8 
F. A. Cavin 
Jones S. Graves 
Erving Ewin 

vli 

School.a having enrollaents betYNn 
100-250 

Tubomingo 
Bntler 
Vfaurika 
Meeker 
Inola 
aleetka 

Bunch 
Erick 
Amber 
Riplsy 

cCloud 
Stuart 
Crowder 
For"'a Falls 
Morrison 
Yukon 
Allan 
Haworth 
Kansas 
Fraedom 
Bin er 

COmIT'I 

Johnson 
Cil'"'ter 
J'eff'erson 
Lincoln 
Ro er.1 
Okf'uakea 
Adair 
Beekhaa 
Crady 
Payne 
otta ntoaie 

Htighea 
Pi tts·burg 
Beaver 
~oble 
Cat!Adia.n 
Pontotoc 
leCurtain 
Delaware 
ll'ooda 
Caddo 

OLtlffl'r 

225 
119 
?. 5 
140 
125 
175 
125 
175 
150 
180 
145 
170 
1.20 
l.64 
102 
224 
170 
l 7 
llO 
140 
150 
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LIST OF SUP _ TE ~D.FUTS AND F. •CIPA!.S 

Chas. G. Sherman 
Eber K. Heady 
O.n lint 
J. L • .Russell 
Homer S. Anderson 
l) .. C. Corbin 
A._ J. Holland 
Victor H. Hicks 
Jay a. Earp 
John C. 1'"'iaher 
B. R. N'iebol.a 
E. L. RodJd.n. 
R. L. itcC.lP-..an 
Jirilson Riley 
Manard . yera 
.r. s. Swinney 
Henry L. Pe.ck 
J . R. Staib 
L. J • .tndoraon 
M. :r. Phillj,pa 
Paul. B .. Allen 
A. B. B.atzlitt' 
G. T. Stub 
Howard ll. Hart 
T. • McCullough 
v. B. Marshall 

ernoa H. cClure 
Fen.an Phillipa 
H .. L. Benoley 
a. C. Collua 
S. J .. Bryant 
E. C. Hoit 
Homer Shaw 
A.. G. Steele 
C. Dale &:ott 
Ralph Hol.singer 

.... 

CONTRIBUTI.IG TO ms STUDY 

8choola haVinl!' enroll ent& tween 250-500 

TO 

Watonga 
Tonka.a 
Edllond 
Cbecotab 
Ponca City 
in fisher 

Stigler 
~!o,ata 
.Tay 
.arlow 

B edaJ.l 
AnUera 
.... us.dar'"o 
W odwar<i 
Chandler 
Paula Val.t.ej 
Sallisaw 
Holli 
Garber 
Comanche 
Okemah 
Vinita 
DurliD.t 
Wetumlc.a 
Tahl.equ h 
.altera 

Crove. 
Atoka 
Al.WL 
MAdill 
P wnee 
Broken Bow 
Cleveland 
.Altus 

ewkirk 
Coalgate 

co 'fY 

Ble.ine 
!C&y 
Oklahoma 
clatosh 
ay 
in.g:f'isher 

Haskell 
No-r,eta 
Dela.W'Fl.r& 
Stephens 
Qi;age 
Pushmataha 
Caddo 
'ffoodward 
LineolB 
Garvin 
~equoyah 
Os.age 
Garfield 
Stephens 
Okt'uake& 
Craig 
Bryan 
Hughes 
Cherokee 
Cotton 
Dela.·· are 
Atoka 
'ff ods 

a.rs.hall 
Pa,mee 
cCurtain 

Pawnee 
Jackson 
ICay 
Coal 

518 
500 
1550 
315 
!lone Given 
500 
550 
426 
515 
:;;25 
231 
576 
264 
528 
545 
585 
5?5 
2?8 
258 
~ 
!911 
Bl9 
400 
295 
275 
375 
SlG 
550 
550 
i32 
280 
:40 
545 
50 

275 
280 



LIST OF SUP NTEYDIDTTS .rum PP. i-ICIPALS 

• · er 1ng 
ter ., Collom 

In W • .Baker 
D. A. J3ec-k<!r 
R. • Crudup 
D. 8'.rllce Selby 

• H. Black 
• H. Pamlee 

I. L. George 
L. G. Roberson 
A. L. Burks 
Loyd Po er 
o •. B • .rohns 
D. M .. Ro rte 
G. • Roberts. 

u1 C. orvell 
alli L. Cooper 

1. • Bell 
illia W. Collins 

1. B. tin 
F. A. Ulialleon 
Harry Ho st.on 
George D. Hann 
alter Jfarab 

CONTRI TING TO !'HIS S'l'ODl 

Schoola ha.vine en 11 e ts exceeding 
5·)0 

'lk.lahowi Cit7 
Uli:ater 

O laholna City 
,tton 

. cAliater 
Enid 
Bristo 
OJdah 118. City 
Duncan 
'l'a.lsa 

o n 
Bartle ille 
Kia.mi 
Holdenville 
L bel 
oore 

Henryetta 
Blackwell 
Ardaor 
n P.eno 

CO TY 

Okla...J.io• 
Payne 
Oklahoma 
Cor..anche 
Pittsburg 
Ga.:d'ield 
ere 

Jr.la OU 
Stepben 
Tulsa 
Pottantaie 
Murray 
CemitlQle 
Tttl.e 
Clevelaad 
•-e.ahiu on 
Ottawa 
Hughea 
•ccurtain 
Cleveland 
Okmulgee 

y 
Carter 
Canadian 

2400 
540 

2400 
·ss 
850 

1225 
600 

1.700 
500 

on Given 
101.0 

54'7 
850 
750 
r.sa 

1700 
900 
S40 
551 
600 
560 
554 
678 
800 
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