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Throughout my study of Chauc8,rf a best known wo:rK, the 

9,!;lnte.rq,_,ul",Y T~les, l have t,ried to keep in mind cert,ain 

questions ·.regar:-dlng the essential g:reat;ness .of that work ... -

questions which conld not fail to occur to any lover of 

ChaucQ.i".~ ,upon my a.bility to a,t)swer·, in some $1'1:l,a11 measure, 

. . 

c9mtrihution to the .reasons :for the Talest conet,ituting so 

landmark 111 Engllsr:1·· 1.1te.rature 

inadequacy any endeavor to analyze and define the great-

nel';ls of ai:1:Y :w.ork of art conceded t,o be great,. ! can still 

hope that the ev:i.dence I present may be· added to that, which 

has already been garnered, if it does not. act, ually shed any 

· new 1 

. . . n . . . 

t,he ~ry ':t§.J~~~ In what way doe$ it e~p.lain the 

· freshness l:lnd charm o:t' the Tales. which wil.l be c.·ontinuallY .. 
' - . . '!!.-" !is_ • --~~i~~:r;.i 

-
delight,f'ul to tl1e re~1derS of Cbaucer? So cloeeJ_y .related 

bearing upon the ansvver to the other .. 

the answers I .have in mind. That statement has been prompted 
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thing.which 

all 

o.rie of ® rnost vrhol attx'ibu te f:J of hu-

their ion in 

ti fond.ne 

,. arid. a '.kincl of action which rnar1 best 

- . . , . . ' . . . 

, :rnau, ana. not neoessa,rily t.o his d1Bn:eacli t:, rloes possess ti 
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t'~ln-toved f1•01n tbi~· _ oal!'llen,t 

x:ell,o"', .. t:H~n.... Tb~ tnbt1,0tlrtlT 

for t:'i:u'::nn... 'ftu~y · ha.Va !ux-x1ir.1h<:1tl -

· <:me,1;ltrat.ttt:0cd irt w:riti11gt 

· :t~v1tati0:n~, to 

1,, """'.',/':.· \, ""l.-.:i- .,..-... ,.,,,,,.,. .-.. ·-,··. "'• .. ·t'I.··. ·'ii'\····~ ... ·."" .. ·.' i.¥'···· ~-,~~.-A;;µ_r:) \1.-J.,1 i, ... -.-<;t,~a1;.;1 .. -~ V:Q~- k~\t:i;.\' 
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tnle 3;t't0:r. fj, man;;. 
n.y h~1. k~1.'# 

lt · be :l:tl e11._~~~f 
eo :rttd~liGht.i 0.r lt\rge;. 

t~1lla hie ta,lt1 Ulltrewe,. 
or :f'ytale Ut')'{"J:Et .,. 9 

tirgtin.1 ams !, 

CGttntl"Y"'* 

· ,n~tiJ.:re 



. th., t~l)11g;litt·u1. rnan .. · 

to1: · a~i~11fi 

flJlt ~Vitf!!O::i'i,illJ · d:1.tfi~ul:t~ 

tb~t·t:rmlr12ti~n 
-

cet'tt\llllf hli ·t~.t~ltiae, 

e.nt(rrt~!i~ttl t¥l:1' i it vei;f't~.it 

i,:,,~~S;} 
-!k~.\\.c ,f;f-~ .. 
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. . . ·,_ ·., -·_.. ' ... 

a$ they are;. they could .never .be cQnstdered · 

' . ,,, . .. 

p~tb.E)tical:Ly c:tnd.even J?roprjetqrially ove:r tb.em. se~ing in 

the weal t.h of the already joyou$ h.t1n1a.r1 

beautifully wrought subleties :o.f ¢0mic 

Chaucer f's mastel'·y of huro,or· has left. ! o:r him 
. r .. i.-:--- . \.f·Cl: (~ J\."'. 

riches· ... -wit,,· sa;t.ire., iro.,ny, . 

. exaggera:tion, caticat.1.,ire, arid even mere nonsense·. Occasion.

to differen"~ia;t,e. c1!l1Ilng .· thein, to sr0e. where 

another begins., and to, plge@n ... ho.:Le them neatly 

pr.Oper· classif ic.ations,; the re.ade;r may still take 

that ,he ht,l$ caught, so.me.thing \'!lhich he. 

ntis~ed. 

Gonsider£tb1.e d.lact1ssio,n pf these qua.litie.e ·Of higher . 

· coraedy will f oi.iow · in succeeding chapte.r$ Of this the$is, but 

Three passages gleatned fto!n the .9ant~rp_ar.1. 't'.~'.!:.~..! might. 

l:r11e illustration$ of pUre wit.~ 'I'heY a.re: 

the . bench he a.roof aw.ey ·tJ1e cat 

,, ... ~_,,"""''~ aHQ,ad f't:!1 ma,ny a rnariage 
>\1-Pmtaen. at his. owene coat 
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ling. 

few of 'the mean$ u1e of tod~~R~tJLTUiAl~:trir~N!GALCOLLEGl 
for t,hat · ife and gaiety •. Travtl.J,1.~~ ARY · 

gathering-pltlc>es throughout all. E.ngJ.and-... 

chu:rc.beei.l t.owtr-h;alls.,. market..,places,, taverns1. an& cu;i;atl.es. 

that. pecul.iax·. p1:tssion. of hie· :f.'($!' human ... 

,:i;,laces coul.d have served more admirably· 

geni&li ty and <roiiatering.,. 

:vil,.,.rnay...:care cnrtfl.o:wlng o.f goocl. spirits." Tuluc:6. o.f the t·eal · 

. life· of Erlg~ahd daily passed .in review in and /:U'.'OUnd snch a . 

tavern. ha.rd; ,convenieritly .$ituated near Eng.landta 

and and f s pr irrc ipal thorough;fai.te.s ... 

i large stopping•place. tpdct.Y. lqc~ted Similar~ 

ly. ix1 such favorable surroundings, the gue13,ts were reason .... 

abJ~jr. f,ree 

. . . ' . 

· note that riOna o.f' ·the. tnfl.f't1ied m.en of' the company are a.ccom ... 

i:1,lld that m~ St Of' ·th~"> ~ni~itt'be 1·:,,, ! ·o;j,, .'the ·:~: ~ ~· ~;, ~: ... t~ ... z::.; rti~e :4..( 

t~ia~f~~ the .. n1o'r·e' $Sdi,.tled• mem•···. 
~_o_ ·. ~·: :· . ·t. ~ , · . .-_.".~ :.'- -~- "~ \· _t . ~;. -' .. ;_. - , ~_'_J- .· ; ·-"~:-_ _•:· ._3 -::-... -~·._ -~. . .- ._-'.:,Ji 

company .probe.blJ(·. s•erv;,~ ~~~,'.ar~:6;1}~';~i·i;·~rpi~{~k11} 
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have not been .so tolerant a.a he 
. . - ' -

the s~tirtzing. For the satire in most -0f thesa-
- -

admirable portrayals may be -direc·~ed against our ovm inhe.tent 

and acqt1ireiJ;l w1eaknes-ses, - and we tlVrithe just a_ litt,le anll 

(J.U-ite so god,>alike the next tirne. 

dot1btl,ess a contemporax:·y type,, but 

·t,o hex· charac teris.tics 1;'1/.hich add a dash 

she 

al 1 -t ii:<J:e e to imitate the manners of the -

ltadies-of the court. 

ju.st a little n1inclr.;1g ahd.' affeotecl and fast,idiotis., a deci.ded 

Q()nt,rast to the strapping Wife of J3ath.- The pictu:re -she -

- presents 

amusement, 

- - -

one d.eli betate.ly pJ, . .ax1ned to catch tlie sa;i·donic 

1f.iho has ·witnessed another's !JJ:tl"emi tting 

of emul&tlon. 

her' i~i th a mixtL1re of Clucking, :i.nipatience a.o:d grudging 

respect.. In o.xily oOe particular doe$ she differ from the 

th the same 

the t .. 111entieth-century divi.ne•s mo.st fotcihl.e 

gra.ciou~lf1 - Lowes has stgt,ectl.4 that 



,tfiZJ.U t:t"~St thfj'. 

1,;h~· 
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eta teme nt fuigh t · me an Chaucer Is c ondem .... 

. troJii e{trnest ort:tiodoxyJ but a> .cl,o.~rnr $crut ... 

tlie tch, 

sati:it ically,, &i,Od < S1n€>Qth1.y COX').tem;p.,. 

au1uaed · adniiration !or the knav .... 
' . 

trer1tment Chaucer accords him · 

appearances. in t,he :.t~e~.. Numerorls comic 

ot cont)rast. e,s a means of cQnveying 

• -, ' --, ' • • C • d 

. ·-- . . ·. . . 

study of .the Pardoner and· hi$ friend the 

ugh gx·eatly alike in their ;rascalltie$,, they 

more· rid riinged alongside the. other, tlle Pardoner. 

&t<,inty 2 effeminate:, bleat:iJ:tg, the summone.r. strider1t.;. coarse* 

'utal. · fully 

roi.nd 1 s li 
' ' ' 

lQcve-.sOng ncome hid.er,, love,, to me! 11 .tn w})ich t~he Pardoner~ 

falsetto · 

blended •. 

. the P.ardone:t:' is t;,bviously a e tu11.1ch. There i S a s uggesti.on 

his impot.ence tn 1,11,h.at is said oi' him iq the nprologue. 0 









&t"I·,···, .u,v 







tVfJ:t'e not in parti.cmlarly good repute beoause o:f · their on~at-
17 . 

ing, hov11ever,,. aecord.ir1g to Mari.l;y,, the satd.:ce is directed. 

. Tooi,J.i ty r~.thex· than against one pax,fmn. 

and domi:r.i.ee:ring ia the ife iri. her t~l:i.g1·ou:;1 

... would $Vetr J:iave us look upon he:x: m~ttty other amours as qv.1 te 

eorome il ta:1it; bel,;$:ides th$J fiV() 1:i.nstands she ha~ outlived~ she 

has ha.cl other 1Qvera and h,.a,$ nndoutitedly known 011 be;r pilgri,ll .... 

. . . . 

and autbQrltY.~ band.y:tng cleverly the cant of th€: S"ehools aa · 
. . 

· lier £ina13tifia o:f the 1•e.l11tionship be;tween h.u~batid. and wife, 

there ls si wo.ndt0:t'f\1.l blendi11g. o:f t11e old wives• corinn.onsense · 

and the analytiea1 sttit!ent 's pttnge:rrt observations upon: human. 

destibiEi.s. '.11he air of ung1;i.ast::i.o:o.@d authority with w~iioh the 

Wi .propoi1:nds hez- judgmen-ts is t:rcrt one of r.ti.any ln<U.cations 

her aggres.s.ivc::.neas. T11ere is some .honest doubt in he:i:'. 
. . 

tl)e validity o:t' box· last four· marr1ages,, but she 

Iitta11ly, ·.· E:dition of . .Qanterbu.:t"l ?:;.ales (Henry 1tolt · & C91npany;, 
. B'.e\l !O'Z'k, 1928 J ,,.. J?.. 5.27, • 
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. . . . 

fling at something that has assllre.dly amused. him .fo:r some.• 

at 

ge.st:ttre W)li~ll fi»Vff!'Y rational hu1nan being has longed 

tlin~ ·t.t} make .. 

the ta.la" In JV!anly'1S opi.nion, 

It sefuns hlg'.b.ly :p:r.ohabl,~: tnat Chaucer's prina:ry ob
j~et in w:ri ti.ng' was not· so r.m.1('{b. to burletHfue the 
ro.i11strel :l:'Otl:lanctJS as to }?l'OQ.Ue@ 8 Satire of th¢; 
eo11nt;cy11u~n -0£ Sir 11:nopast an,1 tJiat l:lis oontern:po ... 
:r~:cies enjoyQd lts subj.iaot n1a:tte:r enren more t:ki$,l1 
its form .... ti+ making. ;riru.c1119ltS Ol(t0 of the tiourie
oiID k:riights of !i'lander.e, · Cb.aiie~~ iita,a s.ura or appeal
ing to l?oyJJ the arlstoi?1taey a.nd "t;he Lonclon p'Ublj,e. 
!111e Lpnt'.loneis· hatea. the 1nern.ing~ ancl \>Je'.lte always 
!'e@,dy to sh~l'$ :111 i1ny· sort of iii,musemerit at their 
e~nense .. 31 · . 

·- <~ ·"-.. ·-~ '. ·-. 

. . . . 

nonsens~ wh:teh, aooording to. Cn.esterto11~ had its x:·eal f'19'11ver-

,. ' ·: . . . 

· Moliere ~chieved. no greater l!'esul 11 in his Le Bfrurgeois Geri.-

ti:!Jiomme. Tlie .oomie und~.rstatan1ent of the .selection. o:f · 

peace--loviri.g l?opetin.glle as the ha..rth-plao~ of' fho:pas mtrnt 
. . 

.~ontained an irre1n·esaihle ;J.ron.Y £01•. the seornf11l arietoe:rac.y 
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, b:ro,JJ'l :B.ruges hoset · a.nr1: .fine silJ.r :robe costing · 

a ;j~ ... ~en~ ... 1a a .tl'.'esh oomJ,c rendition: 'di the eustoma:ry · de-
- ;· ' 

li.neatlon 
. . . 

·attn ot' j1hi(1h. woulii be· t.o ridioule 

· who interp;i:.iteted tn:ln.g.G1 largely :t.n the tel"111cs Oif comn1er.c:tal pos

sibil:i.ties .• •· :l?'he <same t1ttng has bean 11$ed to create smil.e.a of 
. .• 
. . 

su.:pe:rio:t.'ltY :;.n1c1. sooi·n by soo:re$ of p.:resent .. a:ay 1rtf':iJ;~;re who. 

pi~J.o.e th,ern~:el'?'eS .UJIHOn ·being tboi'()ughly· lfmodern~n filh.e sophis--
• ' < ' • 

l.iter.a:teu.r who·. i,ntrod:t1,ces 

. . . 

:rttt'itlos has $etJompJ:tshed no more a.azzl:i.r1g 

!:M"A· ,• • •· .·')' 
!:>""' vw:i...ng 

The lyoorytl~ and. cetewal1t1, 
And mtll,l'.lJl . clowe g;ylofre.~ 

:notem.ttge, tc put.te 111 ale e1 

· ¥i'J:le;tt'.b;®I' lt be i'11oyste ox· .stale, 
f · ·tq ley~i in· ootre q. 

. . 

b.e .. r.t10re prepar~d to!' ··a·.·· 

wtl d · bt, s.:e , 

· that i:$m.pt 11l'iop$ls 1 
. . 

b.ukke and 

. . . -· -. ·.. ' . . .· . . . 

pa:rt:tcnlar type of u11a:erst.atement. 
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· ootnJncn ldrid .ef x•ustic Vfi ttioism,. after all,· 

today; it 

' ' . - , 

1u1knightly .:f:'ttshion~-ano·ther· give at 

1-in(;):s m;ti;:i.d a )rieh p:iqtu.:re, a ve:r-

it~.ble Pnf, 1 of t.he gallai1t adven ... 

tll.rer ft hur1etlifr orr: hay beh:ind J:1,:i.2 .sad.dle;· 

a@emnpl:ts?1ed t:t1a t mtt(lih. :tt. is J:io·t · · 

alt<:igethar n1alap.!!:;0poe:1 to sta·te th.at another wo~d~ tlelamb:.11 
. . ' - ,. . . -

. . . 

:l!r,JJpas.remom1tec1 his horse, suggests a p:Lottwe 

to anyoni1J thEr · 1east :fam.ilii,.r ·with 

i$ b~a:d.ng that no ona da.rsa 
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. · el~y' the knigh:t 's h,ors~. · the ac1;ion an al:lsu.:itd~ 

the usual g::tant is habi·ts and one of the earliest · 

of the 1r:tni1oe:eiit b;rstander'1 ;joke~.. · The dialogv.e whieh fol.-
' ' ' 

· 1.ows, Si:r fb.op~;·e'. p:t·omise to retn:t"n. upon the .morrow .1J1!1ee. b.e 

h8'S. come b.ack il'VSS.l"ing the armo.:i:• he has been 80 a.bser;rt .... mi:n.ded 

' ' 

a:.!.'.'~ ricne:r•. in. mea£:t'.tng or possessed of more eom:Le in1putation 

·than the ;f;e;t>ii:ieness of one ph:i:·~se;. nw:tth syctes smale,n tel• 
.·. ·. . .. -, . :- . - - . . 

. ling how sir Tho1>as ~ame :r:·ia ing, .again into · town. 

A ch:ilo .... lik~ fantasy, as ple8.$1ng as it is ticlieu.lou.s. 

lines whiah dta~l .with Tho:pas 1 resting and 
. - . . 

' ' 

·ref:ti8~1ent .U.J?On giingorbread an<l llcor·i~e and sweet winer; 

sejme don1inates the detailed list of the accouter- · 

m.ents d9m.1led'.t , rathex· into wt~:tcli he is assisted~ in p:t:'el)-

aratJon f.or · eoming rrbruggle~· attd in the· great rour.-d oath 

o:n Hale and breed)1 which t)1e OhilciJ3 swears, the las't named.. 

;tna final $11mmin,g..,u_p 0£ · the d,tro •. gb:ty namb,y;...;pam.by-nesa whieh 

!Bhopas.. Again the hero n1t)ttnt.s hls horse, a dap ... 

ple-~t}Y, d,:raft an.irnal; age.in he i"id.es. towar·d the 

· uo:r·se ~bling rtllllinatively along to thte proba,ble 

~q,ieo•mJ,Jicts;Jll.,I/;!Gl,J;;!.];i. of gx•eat olan!ring &,$ 'J:hopas Jouric.es:tipb,a;nd 

cLe to sid.e in his saddle.. And .. tl:fe:r1 the pie-. ·· 

tu.re sri<idenly :fadef5 I' for the Rost can atantl no more of sutih 

otrtraged patience of' the forth-



.aJ.~li~• · 

Otlau()~lf 
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