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Chapter I 

l]lSTORY OF SW:DY 

:Public School l\6Jttsic .started of fioially in l1o$ton in 

1858 after eight yecars .of per$i$t~nt agitation to have chil

dren i:;augh:t 1'.1U$!C in school 'by public authorl.ty:, .s_.g tJ."l.ejf 

were being taugl1t in tl1e ju:venlle choirs { t'.:hlldren' s ~1nglng 

soho.olsl, 1J1h.ieh had spruq up in. and a.bmit .Boston under thfl 

leadership ot' Lowell Ma..£3011 irul.:d. other singing scHtool teac.hel:"s~ 

Once s.tarteii in Boston,. public sohool :m.usic by publio autl1or-

it.y soon to other lUajor ei ties such as Buffalo, Pitta• 

bur~fi, <:an~i.nnati, Oh1oago, Cleveland, San Francisco, 

Louia, ?hil.e1delphia, as well as to sxr1aller ei.ttes ar:1d 

about 150... B,1t even a:ft,1!.:r that period, th~ popular rnusie 

taaehing agent)y in thEi majority of Ameriaa111 oon:©11..u11 ties w11s 

the si.ng:tng irnhool; it gradu.ally di$app$ared, however, with 

t.he1 :rs$iartles..ri spread of' music t~achirig ln th~ public school"' 

The singing school nam'ied over to the public S1'.lhools i ta 

Inriuatrial llUld social ohange.s Gtft~r the C1:v11 at·-

tected all subje:ct;s in the ca.rrioulwn. l'iet,-v subjeets were 

addei tlie te~tehers were e:;tpected. to ta.a.ob them all, 

in~luding i:<1usio, whioh they had rJ.ot been t:ra.1.ned to do .. 

Luther Jilason brougb.t out tl1$ ntifa tional. 

, d.esi,ne.d. t0 r11eet the neeils of c1.ll the grs,.,ies 

a.nd for over, a decade 1 t wa.s praotleally the only series or 



~0,·()1ts 111 use in the $ilhe\ols .. In 1aa4, simm:1~r musit 

tQ fill the d$mand. fol: trflined teachers., 11.ith ! 

u.pen th& 11~thod t.eachlnet m.U$1e r$ac!ing., / 

· t,hlt$til de~at\ea et the century the, question 

attending the child ,p~e.lt:1.ology movem~nt and id1e !awning im""' 

p()Jttane~ of high .achool :motwlo .. 

the> lack of interest taus~d by t()O 1:nu:~h readll'lg 

for· .i tS. ow11 :3a:k~,11 the s~hool.s bee;an to sing; and the son1 

Ifl\ltodel'n Mtre,ie Serie~r'', untie:c the editorship of Eleanor Sm! th~ 

g,eae:ral pr!tuiiples underlying the song method have eo.n"" 

tlAtttld 1n u.ae to the present., Duriq tbec fir$t de·aade o.f 

the present century, 110 1:ri:fln.enoet u.poa $1.tt.gin:g, e,s a spouta-

neous ezpreselt;n of ehildl'tood oonipares w:tth that of \'11111.em 

t .. !omli.n~, ,vho$e sineelt'itl' or pul"J;:iose ea:rried hta s~e1Flhf,i:t 

be,oame his pupils. 

l[sanwhile, influen;(lea a:p:ringing from att~nd.anee a\ 

teac.hers 1 cionventions were stirring the thoug}l.ts of' mt1sle 



aharply 0011ao:t.01is of their :r~

he.l,p:t11g to ~rea t~ a 1:~tts:ioal Al'aeri.ea.. !n 

fJiad1soa, Vlisaonsini trh~' I;l.tt,Sie a~o.tio~ ot th$ Natioa-

~l .A$$Ociation was o:rganlze,d., an.d $mall a11,i 

i1l$1'i".13(}tiv~ at :tlrst, it soon. b~gan to tattraet la.rs& !li:uar,i.ers 

of p:t"Gf$sS1onally-m$.nded to 1.ts m.eeti~~$, -iJiher~ all 

p:roble~'l:! of school 1nusiitl t~aebi~ pt-e$ented and. ti~- . 

OU$.Sed.. Its 1;110:rk and i.ntlu~niH~ liel"e tak~n, QV.~r gradually 'by 

tl1e Eduoat:ors ?faction.al ~oaf,~r.ene~ which began,· ,in l.tOf, 

a$ a srtall .group of m.usit teachers,· tvho first a~:uae:mhletl 

K~ok:uk. · at the invitation Qf Pl',tili:p a. Ifa;rden, 1,d.del;r 

lmo\vn the ~dito:r of t:tie magazlne ffSCJbool. fiuaiun. 

No o:f publie, sehoQJ; mus:ta can be miationed ~h1eh 

llas not mot•e Qr leae ereGrt.ively affeeted :tty the littS'io 

idaoat~rs l'iittional Cot'1t'er:entit.:'l a.ud .it:, assooiat(wd, o:rganiza

tio11a, tl'u,ougn. · spe~ake1f"$ at :m!l'Jetim.ga , thro\tgll the di$oue:~i Ott$ 

t':ollo,\r-~p work of t.he v~:ious cmri21u.tte~$, or through 

$Upen1.sed ae't1vities. !he 1ua1:1.y :phase$ of h1S:b eahQol 

mus.1c - :tnstr~~em.tal, ·· ve<lal ,. · a_ppreeiative:., and 'tlleot"®'tiQal, 

1tore often tban ll!e reali.ze, o,,e to Colltf ereitce inf.luenoe 

their iatredihly swift iiev~loptaent a~ ~,ell as their motu1tin.1 

atandtu.-ds of .exeellen.ce, .. 

:t:r:-om a 

publio; 

1.we look baek over th.~ century, ,,e see elearly th.at 

decidedly ltikewarm in eorJ1..za1.ua:lty support, · 

;rn:nfE!ie, · d:$$!1ite ~m.me sbl;)rtoomings an<l bltmdt:11:>s 



Th$ pJ1ono~iraph, radio, fllnd reeording ,r'd:lchine hav~ 0:(tl;n

tributed greatly to the teaching of n\Usio; they ba:ve brought 

perfo~ut~d by masttr:1\s.. lnst as 't11ese devices have !"otind their 

Wiay into every music :room, so should motion p1etures have. a 

legitimate place in the :t11nsi(u1l equ!.pment of e.veey school 

:system~ :l:l1e'.i:e many !}Oa.sibillti~s a.h.ouli be given 1$er1ous 

$tudy and tho'l.lgb't.ful 4lonelderation by every ~JJ;,t$lQ etlue;a.tor .. 

chines, magie Iantaraa;, or S:Qm~. other $(ttt1pme.ut tor ttcSing 

· proJ$ceted pi~turea :tn the classroom.. :Pictures ar~ being uied 

in teachlng many ae.ademiQ. .sUsbJeots now, and it, i.s believed. 

that iu the very .near rutu.;re ptct,ures are going to pla:r a far 

great~r part il'l. the educational proiram.. The ecli tors crf the 

latest eouriaa of study in .au.sie e»dueation. have se~n 1n a 

am.all way the part pie.t~e.$ are playtng ill tbe eth.tcuational 

setu;p... In these nevi courses of .$tuli:, eaoh e-0~ is illu.$tl"'a ... 

th~ present .study f.our new songs Ytere written a.nd 

1Jhoto~raphed,.. '!hese ive:re; us~d 111 a oomparative stu.ety the 

effectiv~neas of teaQhing rot.e songs. v1ith thl1ill' u.se of visual 

h 



II 

.~ b~ekg1•ound 

( l ) report;s. an 

onal 



higli ath:ooltt, set.a up exer~isea for developing thi.tt~:lng b1r 

tJf pictures, @.nd prese:n.ts 11:toture$ ~howi11g the eo(:}nom• · 

iQ, . so,oiaJ., po.litioal, eduo11:iti_onal, religious~ and cultural · 

develop1nent of 't,b@ ooEanon peorJl& a.m;d their leailer$ .. 

r@lative El)ff:i.£%·1$ncy and eoon.•1 of teaohins ~nere1 

oQmpa.rati:v~ stuty of tws methoils Qf teaelting read.lllg 

ia ;reported by :R~gina iitaloy (6) ·"' ?bis stud,1 

rel~tiv~ et"'f6ctivt,ines:s of the vieuc1tl aids, 

oh1lc.t~e.nilt • 

Joe~ph 



(.)tl1~r 

of 

It 

or :Lnterior o llild:r~n .. 

eapeeially lnteregtlr.ig t,o notre t.bat ~xparim.enta"" 

been :eondu.et.ed ln 11racatioa1ly every 

jOl"l.t;f Of 

.. 



In 11ui.:ng a study of t$atb.1,ng :t"ote songs with the us~ of 

visual aids,. aa co:t11pcar$d tt> th~ :m$thod nov1 1:ts~d, tvio groupJS 

ot seeond-g,l?'fHl;e ollild.reu 1:..vere C}hose.n trom the 1~t).gene Field 

and .Je.t::l:'.e;trsan Schoel$ in Stillt,·ater, Oklahoma.~ 

!J:h.$ pupils of the l\"i~c:c1cn.t gcade wer~ used a.a $.Ubjeets 

tor th~ expew:trJ;eD.t, f.er two ~etu:1ona:: .First, children in the 

grade rank.ing have .sufficiently ma.stereo.. the art o'f rea4ing 

that rote SOlli$ a:rf;l nece$sar1 only ia p;resent:tng a ,at.ter1t 

ilti eaeh. scJ::mol rru1ged. l.n number from. twenty-five to thirty ... 

four., !"lle variation i11 ntn.r!r;ers was due t.c} the abseaee of a 

Ill the past, rote a<,ngs hava been taught aceording to a 

dafi.ni te :procedure as f'ellOlV$: A ~tocy is told by the tea ch

ar, p:re~enting tlie th~e and character of the song. Thi.a is 

done pr:briartly 'tl,e stimulate i.nt.ereet and enthu~iaam, and to 

cr~ate a readiness in th:e pu;plls~ tJ?he song i,s tben sung a 

' appa;r-ently have the song well :!.,n lz".l.ind. !i~xt, the first pl1rase 



ship $'1: 

Sei)Olld 

'the use of visaal ai.ds: ,entire gong 1.a ~hown once in 

ol:'der to pr~.zet!t the· story arid ella1raoter ef the so~g.. Trie 

sl1owing of tile e.u:t.i.re song is repeated ,ddle the eong ie $Ut'J.g 

by ·the teaall.er.. Jtft;,er this l_$ d.ono the fi;rat :rit~za is pr~

sented alone, and i$ ai1ng by the stud:entS: nntil tie melody 

eoirtaplete song w1tbout. the ass:.lst',a;nee of visual aids. 

!be Tirst song, 1':fht Rabb.it and the :f~ti" Babyt, \ffiS taJJ.gbt 



kept. ~J.rt aceu.rate reeord of 

tinxe it toelt to ~omplete the teaching of 

us,~ aids.. The ariiOun:t of' 

teBJlh~r retur.ned tlte reape(}tive · schools 

child sing alone,. 

In ch~¢king resul\1$ · S'Jt]lt;U"'ime,.nt ea.ch ~hill 

1'lla.s a :room f r<mh the g:rc11p where he the 

teacher alone while the, 'beiq made .. E!v®:t>Y' 

tba .CHYtt.rrted a Irdstaknf" an:d e.aeh 

t:>b'.ild on th,s ora 

lt!.etrt n.m11ber of i:dstake.s ea.eh ,e:hild hatt 1t111Hl:ei. 

The p.:h:tui--e'&a u~~d to stimulate 1:.ntereiJst:. in these a.ongs 

wlifre taken fl~om soi~e old rs~.der.s.. All th~se picture.~ 

,rere golored, and Koda~hr<>ree film, 11~a t1s~d ia n1iitl,t:1g the pie"" 

It felt tllat · these _pio.ttirs~, if shown in tcltt'!i.t> nati.nral 

oc>lor \"t"OUld be more !nteresti1ig than they v,ouli;J; ba if $hov-m 

in blaok and. vih:ite~ ,,,q11 of these picture~ ¥tere ph:otogra.:phml 

i.n. t.heir ori~inal colera b.~fci:re the slide$ 1J1e1~& made~ 

feels that a st~:tt;t)ment should be, n1ad$ eon

eer~i.ng the iri:tellig~nce quot:i ent of thef3e two groups of 

~rade 0111.l d~en a.$ed 

The group of ohildren 

tl1ls: experi:u1.ent ... 

Eugene l"i el d Sellool has a 
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It i.s the ptU"pCH.3e @f: th:tt£t. chapter to reiu~.e the rem1l ts 

found from the p:rocedure given 111l the. preceding a.laapter into 

statist;te.a.l tables, and to call attentio11 t:o deductions ,rbich 

may be made frotli atat1$t1.eal facts contained therein& 

Table .I 

:fa.bl~ showing the ave:rag,e number ot errors 
ot the t 1,vo grou.p~ of second. ,grade children taught 
1vdth and ttithou·t Vi$ttal · aids, as well as the sig- · 
n1.:fioa:n~8 of the Q,iff$:renee.a. bectween the :means of 
the.s~ group$ on the tlr.at song, tithe 1tabbit and . 
ira:r ·Baby'1 .. 

ir~an ,rdl et • rdifr. 
or erro:rs. 

Visual .tlida 1 34. 2 .. 23 1 .. 92 i,..,...;...,...... ......................... ;;;.;,...j,.._...,..._.,........,."""'P" __ ......,_-i-,_ ................... 24 .17 5 .. 4 
Old Method. l 2~ 26.4 17 .. 15 ·. 

ifa.ble I shows a @{)mpari.s.011 of the group tan.glrrt by means 

of' vi$tial aids w1 th that taUijlrt by the 014 n.1@ti1od or nan

visual aids.. The ratio or the diff'e.renoe .to tbe standard 
1) / 

error of the difference rdiff .. i.s 7 .. l.. Sinee it is otu11to-

mal;"'y to take a ratio of 3 .. aa indicative of complete reli-

. ability, a ratio greatel" than three is ta.I,en aa indicating 

just so muon added reliability., ,:his o:r1 tieal ratio giv0s a 

moot · significant dif.fere1ice in favor of tl1.e vl@ual aid.ts .. 



!able showing tile ~verage number of errors 
thtt . two groUJEl o:r sE)eond . ~ade Cfiild:ren taught 

\vi.th and. without vi.$ua1 aids, ~.s w•ll as tlie $1g
nif''iean:efJ of tt1e dif ferene$s bet,,een tlla 1.1$ans .of 
tb.{il/ca·e groups on; the S~(Jond song, '''fhe !Lit ta a Red 
Han11 .~ 

E Mean ,,,-dis 't •. Dif ~ 
·of .errors 

5 .. 1 

· ot" visual aide{ :with that taught. by th$ old method, or non
;o 

lS .. 

visual aids. :rne rdiff. is 5 .. 1. Thie ~~itieal ratio is 

somewhat lol:1er ttlan :ln the first song taug:ht~ now&,;er it is 

in.,ei.icative of Qom:ple te reliability a.ad g::tvea a xaost s.is.nifi

eant. tllfterenee in i'avo.r of th~ visual i1:lda.,. 



. fable 4llbow1ne tb~ tr1rerJ::t1a ~~ber ot ~l;"rors 
of the t'lftll'.> 1roupa: of fit$fJ.on.d ~rads . e:hildren tattsirt 

v.rit?:i.out v:ttstuil I as vi1~l.l . as· ttie sig ... 
.n!fioanee 4:'l1:' di:.r;'J:e:r~no~$ bet:z.1eE;n t:ti~ mea.ns ot 

cu1 th~ 1wc11ie~en Little'lrl'. 

D 



Table 
at tr~ two 
with an& 
nifieane:.e ot 
tl:l~se 

shcw:lng the, ~v:er'age n.,mlier ot er:.ro:re 
· of ;s,eeonil €£:t"ade children tau@:ht 
visual tiitls:, aa t"lflll as the sig

tbe differences 'betwe$n; t11e m.~ans Gf 
tni.~ fou:rth son~,· '1The .lffJ;t 

Jtf1aan ,rd, .st .. · Dif 
of er~ers 

4 • .1 

'l:abl.e IV ·snows a QOitpftr·:l~on of the t,rcru,p taught b:Y 

m1eans of visuJ:ll aids vd:th, Mlat taugl1t by th~ old n1ethod or 
D 

._ .. 



Ghapt,t)r v 

CONCLUSION~ 

T:'iliQ groups ef seoond gradll ehildr~n vY-e:l'Et ~.hosen frcm 

th:r~, Eugene lfiela tuid Jeffereosn Sehools in Stillwater,, Ok:la

bo•a for tx1, subje.et$ of t:td.$ ,e11ierimerrt o:t' taae.hing :rote 

$.on.gs the us~ tZ!f.' vi.au.al a.ids aa ee~ared to th~ old 

or m-ethc.Hl now u~ed .• 

The ret~ntion ot tl't~ tvro sroup.Ej was asoertain~d on tour 

t\Jongs ttlught with the: vitlllttal aid.$, and the same foul? song$ 

tat1gl:rt using the old m~tnod,. flue flr~t ~ons. "'1Jfh~ Rabbit 

a;nd the Baby~ was t.augh~ 'With the assiatane~ of visual 

aids at the !lug.ene Fiel.d Sellool.. It was the.n ta~ght at 'the. 

ief:feraon Sehool. il'li thout t,he use of Vi$Ual a'.l.d~,. The- seeotttl 

song 11The Little Red . i~,as tau~ht at Jeff$l!"Son. School 

1'Vi th the us~ of visual aids.. tJ?he aeme song was then. taught 

then taught at Jeffers.on 8eh.ool w:t thou t the use of wisual 

a.ids. 1:l'he fourth s<->ng i'The '!1hrae 1:lears'i wets. taught at the 

J'e:fferson Seh.ool wlth the use of visual aids. It then 

taught at the: :~ug~ne Fie.li:l School vd. thou.t the use of ri.aual 

aid,.$ .. 

Th~ teacher kept an aacurat.~ record of' the mn.ottat of 

tim~ it. took to complete th~ teaohin.15 of ea<.th song idth the 

use of Vi.$:tial r:1ld$.. Th.e Sal\l.e amount of tim~ was then spent 
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vdth the u.se of ~l$ital a.id$ .. 

thia ,experin1ent seem to the: w1~:tte.:r 

to 

a:r:td Jl~Obi:tbly tltrot1ghcn:tt .. t,lJe ~l~nienteli'Y 

the miiteriale. art;) ~ade avtiil~bl~ .. 



l ... Am.aok&:ft '*Tti.e eo:m.pa:rat'.1ve inflt1entt$' of: motion :plt,-
tttF<iS in Amei:ioan. ilrlsto1~y., tt Un:publ:lsb~d .· th~$!~ 
~n file in Geo:rte Peabody Co:tle~e :f'or .taaol1erst, rerport.~i 

th~ l.9!i-30 voltnne (()f Blbltograp.h;y of Research StU;die.$ 
Eduoation,,. page a, ... 

2. cr~er, Roy,. Nfbe U$$ of radiQ and 1r~otion :t)ietures in· 
$~aching b.:tg' s.ehool . Bie>logy. "' . Un:pil'bli shed th~sis en. 
fil~ at tt1e .. Ohio Staie Univer$1ty~ .. :rr:po:rted . in the. 1934• 
15 vol·B$ of laib.li~{!;raphy ot R.esearc.h StttdierS in Ed.uoation, 

67. . 

3. Cl:~r1t;;'f'orrl, lolm l~und,. mtne effect of visu®,l a\d$.,, ad.di .... 
tional to t$2tt,, on learning 111 eleetrleit.;r theory .. ,r 
Vnpublished , !;he Silt .on file .. at . the University .. of Plttsburg, 
!~po;r:ted 1 . .n the J.i33-54 vo3.ume of B;tbli()graphy of Reseia;roh 
Studies Enu~a:tion, pa1e 21.. · 

4:,. tr;uny, Goldie r .. i1ella, study of J>ictures fre:m th,e point 
vie1,• of efteoti:v.e use in the t,eaehing of Jiftc,ry 

in the ju,nlor high. ,school.ft 'tTn:publlshed thesis on fil$ 
.Ohio llni1n,r,isl ty, replt);rted in the 1953 .... 34 voltm1e of 

ie1Jea:reh fltud,iea ill Mu:eat:toJt, as .. , 

5., Gray, Ma1~1uerlt@ 11 1tAa t17ltPerime11t in the use of 'Vistaal aids 
(l~neral ;$oience} teG\ehi~ .. n · Unpublished thesis on. file 
t.rie Univeraity. Qf Oaliforn,:\at reported ill th~ lg,29--30 

volume of .Bibliolj;raphy of' Jieae.arch Studi~s in Eduoa:tion, 

6.. Regina., comp.tirat:ive itudy o:f tl'.ro methorl$ of 
·· .... , .··· .ns· ... rfHldinr;. t;o beginner~.'' Unpubl_ished thesis.on 
file ~t Univ~rsity of J>;tttsbttrtt, reported in th$ lJ.132•33 
vol~e of Bibliography of Researoh Stud1.e.$ :ta Eduoati.an. 

11~ 

7e ;f ... , .. 'G~ehniqtte in the n.~e .... of pietures, in. di-
agno:s:tn,g p;,-oblem ehildran.M Un.p,1bl.ished theei$ on tile at 
the 1:~ '1: .. Ool,. u1ii;ve1;$it1<t,, reported i.tl tne. 193~ ... :;~{ volum, 
ot .Bibl1o;raphy of Research Stu.di•~ i.t1.· Eduoatio11, page 2?4 .. 

8~ \Voli'e, lQ$S1}h., ru11i:e Motio,n. P1($t,u.re as an aid in eltl$s:room 
teaohing .. n Un:pu'blish$d t.heais 011 file at the Un.iverslty 
at Roehesta:t. reported in the 1929-30 ,;rolume of Bibliogra.-

of Reeearcb. studies llldu,catlonr pagEt • 2;~ 
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