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A STUDY OF THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE HOUSEHOLD
ARTS CURRICULUM TO THE NEEDS OF CERTAIN FORMER STUDENTS

Introduction

"If college is to train women to pursue the activities of women,
to satisfy their own needs and develop thelr own interests, we first
have to obtaln a clear picture of what the nature and range of the
aptitudes, responsibilities, and problems of women are."l

It is the hope of each college and department within a college
that it shall meet the needs of its graduates and so aid its students
in preparing for their chosen vocations and enriching their 1lives
that the time spent in the college atmosphere shall not have been in
vain,

When the project of constructing the required courses in a
curriculum for women was taken by Stephens College prior to 1926,
it was found that it is not sufficient to consider what the young
women are supposed to do. "It is just as essential that we have a
clear and accurate picture of what they are supposed to be, This is
necessary not as a matter of academic information, btut as pertinent
data in deciding upon what shall be taught to the student of home-
making, %2  From time to time a sampling by groups and individuals
has been taken to determine what the aptitudes, responsibilities
and problems of women in business and in the home include in an
effort to ascertaln whether the true functions of womanhood have

been considered in our educational program.

1 Bducation for Tomorrow, by James M. Wood, Woman's Home Companion,
May 1939.

2 The Traits of Homemakers, by W. W. Charters, Journal of Home Beonomics
18:673, December 1926



This particular study was undertaken to determine to what extent
the present curriculum of the Household Arts Department at Oklahoma
Agrienltural and Mechanical College is contributing to the former
graduates and what changes are desirable to make a well rounded course
of study. To obtain the information for this survey a questionnaire
was sent to one hundred graduates who had completed their college
training for a Bachelor of Science Degree in the Household Arts
Department between the years 1928 to 1938. Of the number of question-

naires sent, sixty were answered and returned.



HOUSEHOLD ARTS CURRICULUM

The curriculum of the Department of Household Arts is plamned
to meet an ever-inereasing interest in the new phases of Household
Arte now developing in the tusiness and professionsl world. "Opnor-
tunity is given for specialization in interior decoration, textile
buying and textile research, dressmaking and costume design, and
Household Arts teaching., For those not primarily interested in
either the business or professional aspects, a general curriculum in
the field of Household Arts is also offered. The Bachelor of Science
Degree is granted in each field uwpon the completion of the prescribed
rm'k.."1
The work of the School of Home Economics at Oklahoma Agricultural
and Mechanical College is offered to students in four specific fields:
General Home Beonomics, Household Arts, Home Economies Education,
and Household Science. The curriculum for all the Home Economies
departments has the same required courses in the freshman and sopho-
more years which are selected to provide a zeneral homemaking back-
ground and at the end of that time certain requirements for the
entrance to the juior year or upper division have to be met. The
requirements are as follows:
1. Have a grade point average of 2.00 on a minimum of
60 hours,
2, Yoods and Personal Health . . . . . . . 8 to 10 hours
3. Household Arts (Clothing, Textiles, and
DU IR = ¢ 4 4 e s o e s 10 hours

1 General Catalog, Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College,
1937-38



5-
6.

7.
8,

9.

Home Fconomics Bducation (Personal and Vocational
Ouldance, Tundamentals of the Household, The

Art of Living, and Pre-School Child) .

Art (Freshand Art, Color and Design) .
Chemi stry (General and Orgnniej g
T R T ST S SN S
Physiecal RBdueation . . . . . s
Bducational Psychology . . . . .

-

6 to 8 hours
4 hours
T to 9 howrs
9 hours
2 hours
3 hours

The currienlum of the Household Arts Department of 1928 in the

upper division or junior and senior years was the same for all

students,

The course of study was planned primarily to meet the

needs of those students who are interested in the problems of clothing

choice, care, and construction; and those economie phases related

to this field of study. The courses at this time included:

Drees Design

Introduction to Sociology

Special Methods in Home Economics
Futrition and Dietetics

Children's Clothing

Applied Dress Design

Textile Chemistry

Household Economics and Management

RESTRICTED ELECTIVES:

FREE ELECTIVAS:

1.
2,
e
5.
%
8.
9.

1,
2.
3.

The Woman and the Famlly
Child Care and Training
Household Adminigtration
Quantity Cookery

Advanced Cookery

Food Demonstration

Social and Personal Rygiene
Social Welfare

Prenatal and Infant Care

Freehand Drawing
History of Art
Water Color

May be chosen in any field
ART GROUP ELECTIVES:

Millinery

Clothing Demonstration
Advanced Dressmaking

Student Teaching

6 hours electives

% hours art group electives
12 hours restricted electives
5 hours free electives

Home Economics subjects

At least 4 hours mst be elective.
4. Art Appreciation
5. Pottery



In the school year 1929 and 1930, students majoring in Household

Arts were for the first time given an cpportunity to choose one of

several plans in Household Arts. The plans and their course of study

for the school year of 193¢ and 1939 are as follows:
INTERIOR DECORATION:

1.
s
'~
2
7.
8.

9
10.

1.
12,

16,
15

16.

Applied Art of the Theater
Hlementary French

Applied Design

Futrition and Dietetics
Principles of Beonomics
Decorative Fabrics
Household Hconomice and Management
Textile Chemistry

Period Furniture

Public Speaking

Historic Design
Demonstrations

Household Administration
Interior Decoration

. Landecape Gardening

Home Furnishings and Clothing Renowation

TEXTILE BUYING OR RESEARCH:

1.
2y

5.
6.

1.
8,
9,

10,

11,

12,

1

1&3

15,

16.

17.

18.

19.
20.

Applied Design

Hyglene of Clothing

Futrition and Dietetics
Mementary French

Economics

Advanced Costume Design

Applied Costume Design

Textile Chemistry

Household Egconomics and Management
Textiles and Clothing Iiterature
Textile Buying

Principles of Marketing
Children's Clothing

Public Speaking

Demonstrations

Clothing Economics

Advanced Textiles

Decorative Fabrics

Household Administration

Home Rconomlics Journalism



COSTUME DESIGNING AND DRESSMAXKING:
« Children's Clothing
. Elementary History of Costume
. Nutrition and Dietetics
. Blementary French
. Economics
+ Applied Design
. Advanced Costume Design
. Applied Costume Design
9, Textile Chemistry
10, Decorative Fabrics
11, Applied Art of the Theater
12, Hyglene of Clothing
la, Household Economics and Management
14, Advanced Dressmaking
15, Textile Buying
16. Demonstrations
17, Costume Illustration
18. Clothing Economics
19, Shop Dressmaking
20. Home FPurnishings and Clothing Renovation
21, Household Administration

GENERAL OR HOUSEHOLD ARTS TEHACHING:

1. Children's Clothing
2, Nutrition and Dietetics
a. Applied Design
« Economics
5. Advanced Costume Design
6, Applied Costume Design
7. Household Economics and Management
€. Methods of Teaching Home Economics
9, Textile Chemistry
10. Advanced Dressmaking
11, Demonstrations
12, Household Administration
'.la. Home Farnishings and Clothing Renovation
14, Philosophy of Home Economics Bducation
15, Practice Teaching

A comparison of the courses of fered in the department between
1928 and 1938 vill show that a few courses have been dropped, others

combined and many additional courses added to meet the specific needs
of students majoring in each of the different vocations.



INTERPRETATION OF DATA

The questionnalre sent to the former graduates of the Household
Arts Department between the years 1928 to 1938 asked questions con-
cerning thelr occupations since leaving school, their additional
schooling since graduation, their home activities, and thelr suggested
changes for the curriculum of the department. Opportunity was given
to the gradunates throughout the questiomnalre to write any additional
comments about the guestions that they might wish to ﬁka. The former
graduates now live in towms and cities over a wide range of states.
Since graduation a wide variation of vocations have been engaged
in by the former students.

A. Class Distribution

The sixty graduates replying to the questionnaire were svenly
distributed by classes or years. The following table indicates the
mmber from each class:

~Zsble I. Distriltution by Years

Year Replies
1928 )
1929 6
1930 Y
1931 6
1932 5
193 6
19 3
1935 §{
6
5




B. Personal Data

Of the former graduates replying to the questionnaire, twenty-
one stated that they were unmarried, thirty-seven are married, one
separated, and one divorced. Twenty of the twenty-one unmarried
graduates are actively engaged in a vocation. 8ix of the thirty- .
gseven now married were married before finishing their collegze work,
Of this group, twenty-five have children, three belng the maxismnm
number of children for any one graduate.

The average mumber of years from graduation to marriage of
those marrying after they obtained their degrees is 1.5. The
students had one and one-half years to work in their specific
vocations before taking up homemsking. Twelve graduates married
immediately after graduation.

Before entering Oklshoma Agricultural and Mechanical College
thirty of those included in the sindy lived in towns, five in
cities, and twenty-five on farms. At the present time, sixteen
live in the ecity, thirty-nine in town, and five in the country,
showing that the majority are living in towms and cities. Zven
though nearly one-half of the group came from rural districts, they
are not returning there after graduation.

Twenty-two gradnates stated that their four years of college
training gave them a greater appreciation of farm life, while thirty-
five students sald that it created a llke for modern conveniences

as found in town. <5



C. Types of Occupations

From the tabulation of the questionnaires, it was found that
Household Arts majors had followed many different voecations at some
time since their graduation. Some have owned dressmaking shops;
served as assistants in dressmaking and alteration shops; supervisors
of sewing room projects; clerks in department and candy stores;
demonstrators of public utilities; manager of girls' shop; teaching
in grades, high schoel, college, and substitute teaching; National
Youth Administration supervisor; staff member in mursery school;
bookkeeper in bank; stenographer; soclal service worker; home
demonstration agent; dietitian; practical nurse; state Farm Admin-
istration supervisor; and state public welfare case visitor.

Two of the graduates stated that they assisted in their
husband's business, one by helping in a drug store during rush

seasons and the other by doing bookieeping in a funeral home.



D. Keeping in Touch with the Pepartment

From the tabulstion of the guestionnaire, Graph I shows by
nercentaze the ways in vhich the former graduates have kept in
touch with the Homsehold Arts Departwent since thelr graduation,

It was found that sixteen have anttended O:lshoms Agrienltural
and Mechanicel College since gradustion. A large mmmber have visited
the department at various times, particularly at the annual "Horme-
coring® breakfast vhich is held each fzll for the purpose of bringing
torether a1l former Home Feonomies gtudents ond graduates. Some
kent in touch with the department throngh faculty wmerbers, through
relatives or friends in school at the present time, throsgh the

Former Stuients' Association, or throush college oryani zations,
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B L

L
Correspond with Visited Return Have attended ¥o
member of ~ the for gince Special
faculty Department |Homecoming graduation at Contact
A. & M.

Graph I. How the Graduates Have Kept in Touch with the
Household Arts Department since Graduation
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E. Influences in Choosing Household Arts as a
Major

The former students were asked to check the influences which
caused them to choose Household Arts ag thelr major while attending
school, Graph II liste the influences.

The question was so stated that several items could be marked
or checked because it would not be probable that only one reason
influenced the graduates in their choice of a major. The average
mumber of items checked by each student was 2,9 items.

Twenty-seven per cent of the number answerinz the questionnaire
checked that they liked to do things with their hands as crafts.
'!ha. Household Arts curriculum is made up of courses that depend upon
the creative ability of the individual. Some of these subjects, as
sewing, house plamning, costume illustrating, applied desigsming,
testing textiles, interior decorating, and decorative fabrics give
opportunity for creative work which appeal and attract the student
who is making a cholce of a major.

The second item checked most often was the desire to become a
homemaker. The fourteen per cent checking this influence believed
that the course of study is made up of subjects that glive a droad-
ening experience to the girl who will eventually have a home af her
own, Courses such as arrangement of house furnishings, furniture
and clothing renovation, textile and clothing tuying, clothing
construction, and hygiene of clothing are of great benefit to the
student who is planning and making a home. The home reflects the
personality and character of those residing there.

Thirteen per cent chose this department because they thought

it to be a practical cowrse. The five plans of the Household Arts
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Departnent offer a range and wriety of courses that nmeet the
individual needs. The eourse of study as ontlined previcusly ia
ecanablo of being put into practice by any student wishing a well-
rounded education. It is sach student's reeponsibility te cain the
Enowledge and benefits from the courses and then apply them to every
doy living,

Twolwe per cont electoed thin department hecause they expectod
t0 marvy oventually., This cholce is clozely related to the iien
in which they desired to bacome homenzlkers, althoush many uwnnarried
women mey be sald to be homemskers. A large percentage of the
craduates studied are married.

The wvocntional opportunities of this depariment are inereasing,
and eleven per ecent made thelir choice becange they v:iashe& tye becons
mge epraers., The spoelfie $raining received ensbles the gradnste
to zo irmediately into many of thelr chosen professions. Some
spg;renﬁiceship exporlence would he necessary as in any other type |
of profession before ons wonld be completely vocationally prepared.

Through parents! sncourazement séme of the students made their
choice tut 1% geems Iin zeneral the naronts are not well enough
informed %o advise thelr daughters to any extent in selecting a
vocstion. The sane might be ssld about the influence of other
cirls and friends. The reason for the small percentnze checking
the iten 'liked instructors! is possibly that the students are not
fordliar vith the faenliy beforec entering the department, The rapid
changes nade in the personnsl of the staff wonld also account for

this.
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Keys

A. Liked to do things with hands as crafts
B. Desire to become a homemaker

C, Thought it to be a more practical course
D, Expected to marry eventually

E, Wighed to become a wage earner

¥, Parents encouragement

G. Course of study

H, Influence of other girls

I, Liked instructors
J. No particular influence
K. 4=H Club activities

GRAPH II. Influences Camsing the Graduates to
Select the Household Arts Department as
Their Major
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P. Flelds in Which Graduates Felt the Need for
Turther Study
The former students were asked to check the fields in which
they felt the need for further study. ZNach student answering the
qestionnaire checked not less than three courses. Oraph III shows
the subjects receiving the greatest to the least number of checks,

—ubject

Landscape Gardening 29
Child Development 21
Speech 20
Crafts 20
Selection of house furnishings 19
Farniture renovation 18
Family relationships 17
Managing time and energy 17
Household mechanies b |

Arrangement of house furnishings 1

Art 13
Journalism 12
Engzlish 12

Meal plamning and service
Textile snd clothing buying
Psychology

Managing personal and family finances
Futrition

Soclology

Vocation selection and guidance
Selection of men's clothing
Choosing a Imsband

Clothing renovation

Hlatory

Textile testing

Chemistry

Clothing construction
Mathenatics

mmmuuma\—amwgnﬂﬁ

GRAPH III. Subjecte in Which Graduates Felt Need for
Further Study

Perhaps the fact that 80 many have felt the need for additional

study in landseape gardening may be explained since this course was
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not offersd until 1930 in the Hovachold Arfs curriculum. Since this
time it haos been listed as a reguired course in only one department
or plan, Interior Decoration. As the mimber of graduates in this
fleld is comparatively small, the majority have not inciuded this
pourse in their colliege woirk.

The need for further ptudy in child development ig probadly dne
to the faet that forty-two per cent of the group now have children,

Since entsrinz the various vocations or meking their homes,
nany have been meeting the public through their btnsiness life or
their work in the comrgunity group. They have realized the impeoriance
of training in speech. Only a limited omount of work in erafis has
been offered. Now that mgny are in thelr om hmeéfﬂ;ay ~ave time to
devote to such activities,

Hany have felt the need of tralning in selection and srrvansement
_of home furnichings and furni ture ronovation aince they have been in
thelr owa homes and have had tc make practical applicabtion of their
collese training.

The conrsss offered in clothing construction apparently are
sdequate for the students eince only two felt the need for further
study. They also vere able to apply thelr traininz $o clothing
renovation beeause only four indieated they needer_l further training
in this, as compared with eighteen who desired additional study in
farniturs rerovation, Taxtile testing and research have not been
offerced until reeertly in a specific eourse which nmay account for
only three checking this item. Physical ecvnipment and supplies with
an adequate lidrary facllity are needed as well as tralled worlkers

in this fiald.



Qoportuaity was ziven the graduetes to list other courses
homldes those alresdy mentioned. Thess additionsl svbjects were
indleated ns follows: cmemez'éial tralning, espscially typewriting
and shorthand; clothing aloetine snd selection; care of hongehold
frraishings and eguipnonts teaching aiés: literature and resic apore-
elationy leadership ané management; hortieultnre and pouliry,

Tron a etudy rade at Stephens Collepe of three hundred women

graduates of nipoty-seven different colloges scatiered threw houl
thivty-goven states, 1t was Jound that this group necded more indor-
mabion than thoy hed boen given in college on the mbjects they
lizted. “Here are some exarmples: Thay needed more information and
instruction, ther sald, on houschold tmdseting, on dlet and food
preparation, on home decorsbtion ond furnishing., They needed help in
neotlngs tusiness pnroblems, in achicoving self-confidence and polse,

i weeting the responsibilitlies of motherhood and of marviaze. Thoy
nooded alditional suidannee on the cultivetion of ratural cherm and
even on the basic principles of intelligent buying.ﬁ“l This list
ecormares with the list of ‘fie'ms in vhich the graduates of Oklahowmn
Azrienlturel and Mechanienl College have felt the need for further
study,

Anothor atudy wan mads with eolleze an? Home Zeonomics staff
morbers and rveperted in the Journsl of Home Heonomies by Iaabel I.
Meble. It wns Pound that few éollegea plan for experience supple-
mented vAth collans vorle Tut tlwv‘ offer gensval covrses with electives,
#The electlves nont often recommended are written and spoken Englich,
or novhaps Journelism, practice in radlo, industrial writing, public

sponlting, onborporancons snesldng: verlous ecomnnie courses, os

1 M1c§ti on for Toﬁzﬁrﬂrow. by Jarzas Fe Weo&. ?oman's Fome Componion,
Moy 1939.
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labor economice, marketing, or accounting: and a mumber of psychology
courses, as soclal psychology or business pqnholag.'a_

2 wyocational Opportunities for Collese Home Economics Students®,
Isabel I, ¥oble, Journal of Home Economies, October 1937.



6. Changes or Additions Sussested by the Graduates
Which Would Strengthen the Depsrtment
From the study of results of the request for changes or
additions which the Household Arts graduates felt would improve
and strengthen the departrment, it was very svident that a large
mmber have changed thelr interest., They are now interssted in
homemaking rather than the vocations for which the majority of
them were trained. This, no doubt, accounts for soms of the changes

which were racommended. A nunber of thess sugsestions ars:

1, Yore fooda work

2. & groator muber of slectlve courses
3, Pmphasis on advantazes of a hudget

L, Stndy of personality d@velo‘pment}

5. More work relating to the home instead of to the
individual

6. A course in tailoring

7. & course in supervision of outside help in the
hone

8. More study of human or family relstionships
9, Classes of mixed groups

10. More field trips to acquaint students with working
procedures ‘

11. More time for construective arts and erafts for both
children and adulis

12. lLonger class periods for some Household Arts loboratory
courses, as clothlng construction and interior
decoration

Fo new coursocs were suggeated, Tui a need was felt for a

change in emphasig in certain courses,
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H. Plan Selected as Major in Housshold Arte Department

There are five plans from which the student may choose her
major in the Hm-xsehéld Arts DNepartment. Graph 1V shows by percentace
the msjors of the sixty graduates in this study.

Costume designing and dressmaking was chosen by thirty-five
per cent of the former students as their major. Courses that are
offerad in the curriculum provide not only general tralning dbut
opportunity for specific application in costums deslgning and shop
dresemaking., Other possibilities are as a sales woman in a recdy-
to-mear or plece goods department, as an assistént- in a fitting and

teration department of a retall store, or ag o fashion model. Mve
of the former graduates replying have owned or worked in dreesmalting
establishments; others have done drossmaking in their homes for
family sand friends.

Trenty-three per cent of the groduates received certificates
entitling them to teach home economles with apeeific emphasis on
Honsgehold Arts subjects. Teaching in high schools and colleges has
been cornducted by twenty-seven grafuates with three having gerved
as substltute teachers., The demend at present for well trained
teachers prepared to work effectively with adult groups, boys!
classes, and in home and community projects accounts for the large
number of students chooslng this field as their major.

The general course of Household Arts gives training for those
not interssted in elther the vocational or professional aspects of

the department. Twenty-one per cent of the graduntes elected this
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Costume Textile
Interior Designing General Buying
Decoration Teaching and Course and
Dressmaking Research
GRAPH IV. Ourve of Plans Elected by the Graduates as

Thelr Major in Household Arts




field as their major. Ten graduates of this mumber are married.
The courses are chosen from the other four plans with twenty-two
hours of electives. These electives may be used by the studentsin
pursuing thelir major interests.

Interior decoration ranked fourth among the list replying with
thirteen per cent selecting this field. BExperience or further atten-
dance at an art or interior decoration school are ummally required,
gince few, if any, home economies courses of fer the undergraduate
sufficient training to become a professional interior decorator
immediately.

Fight per cent chose the plan of textile tuying or textile
research. The plan 1s also for persons interested in positions as
educational directors in department stores. "The trend toward more
scientific purchasing in retail stores has opened up opportunities
for textile specialists who can buy on the basis of specifications
and tests as well as of fashion demands and who can give the sales
force information for which customers are beginning to ask, about
style, fabrics, construction, color, washability, eta.'l Five of
the graduates replying have been employed in department stores as
salespeople and one as manager of a girl's shop within a large store.
Thig is a relative new field which may account for the small number
having been graduated in this division.

As in most professions, work of the various phases of Houschold
Arts requires a certain amount of apprenticeship. WMra, Chase Going
Woodhouse points out: "A degree from a first class college department
of home economice is the basic requirement with the emphasis wupon

1 Business Opportunities for the Home Economist, by Mrs. Chase Going
Woodhouse
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foods or textiles, according to the field of work to be entered.

It is edncation in basic sclence and basie principles that is nesded--
not training in sgpecific subjects., That mst be acquired by expe-
rience during vacations or after college., Colleges cannot and should
not teach job technigmes., There are too many of them and they vary
too widely from firm to firm and from time to time, A knowledge of
the basic principles and how to apply them is what the college
prev!.aes.'l Thie seems to be a logleal conclusion because of the
wide variation of training given by the many colleges and individual-
ity should be expressed in the techniques.

1 mhe Home Bconomist in Business, by Mrs. Chase Going Woodhouse,
Occupations, November 1938
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I. Enrollment for Additional Schooling Since Graduation

The former students were asked to state whether they had
enrolled for additional schooling since receiving their degree at
Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College, Of the sixty grad-
uates replying, twenty-two have attended school, Of this mumber,
sixteen have returned to A. & M. for graduate work, Flve graduates
have received their Master of Science Degree, and of this mumber
four have received thelir degree in Household Arts at Oklahoma A. & M.
College. Three other students are working toward the advanced
degree in summer school, In the majority of cases the additional
schooling has been done in the summer sessions, It was found that
more of those in the teaching profession returned to school. TFour
have received teaching certificates since graduation,

The type of courses the graduates have studied, besides
Household Arts, has been commercial subjects, parent education and
child development, nutrition, and elementary education, Other
institutions attended are Cornell University, Colorade State College,
Iowa State College, Santa Barbara State College, Columbia University,
Child Fauvecation Foundation of New York City, Oklahoma University,
Southwestern State Teachers College, Central State Teachers College,

Sontheastern State Teachers College, and Hill's Business University.
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J. Home Survey

In order to get an idea of the home 1life and the activities
of the graduates, a section was included in the questiomnaire on
their homes and thelr activities. Of this group, nine owned thelir
homes while eight others were making payments for homes. Thirty-
one others were renting, and twelve were living with parents, rooming
or living in hotels.

The average home of the group has 4.6 rooms, exclusive of
halls, bath, or storage space. Of these, two are bedroome, This
indicates that the majority of graduates are living in moderate
circumstances, and therefore, training while in school shounld be
on this level. |

Graph V shows the modern conveniences which are found in the
homes included in the study.

The questionnaire indicated that twenty-two graduates always
keep a record of expenses, twenty usually keep such records, fourteen
sometimes, and only three never keep records. In most cases those
who kept thie type of record alse planned shead for future expenses.
.Nineteen gradunates always plan ahead how mach they will spend for
food and clothing, twenty-two usually planned ahead, thirteen some-
times, and four never planned ahead.

The small number stating they sew for their children is due to
the fact that only twenty-five out of sixty studied have children,
Also, many have only one child who is less than one year old, Of
this twenty-five, eight always sew for their children, nine usually

do, and six sometimes.
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Key:
A. Hlectric iron K. Refrigerator
B. HMlectric sweeper _ a., Ice
C. Furnace b. Mechaniecal
D. Indoor tollet L. Stove
E. Plano a. Wood
F. Radio b. Gas
G. Running water e. Hleectrie
H. Sewing machine d., 011
I, Automobile
J. Telephone

GRAPH V. The Modern Conveniences Found in Homes of
Cradnates
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Tleven graduates replying select and care for their husband's
clothing, eleven usually, eight sometimes, and one never., Six
graduates stated that they care for their husband'e clothing tut
did not select it.

Twenty-five of the group replying do their own honsehold
tasks, Twenty-eight secure some outside help, and two have all
housework done by someone outside the home. This shows there is
need for s practical course in homemaking.

The reading material which comes regularly $o the homes is
indicated by Graph VI. It was found that graduates are reading
current publications, and also that the household magazines are
especially popular. A number mentioned that they read trades
magazines of various kinds, Many of the courses offered in the
curriculum of the Hougsehold Arts Dgpartment have current magazines
as a basis for the reading msterisl and subject matter.

The graduates replying, as a whole, are taking an aetive part
in commmity activities, serving as group leaders ss well as members,
and accepting responsidle places on important educational committees
as indicated in Graph VII.

Besides those shown in the graph, other organizations listed
weret Chamber of Commerce, Y.W.C.A., Business and Professional
Women's Club, Indian Club, Twentieth Century Club, Art Club, Pi
Zeta Kappa, and Phi Kappa Phi.
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Key:

A. Dally paper

B. Sunday paper

C. Weekly paper

D. Church periodical

F. American Magazine

G. Better Homes and Gardens
H. Consumers' Research

I. Good Housekeeping

J, Hygela

K. Ladies' Home Journal
L, Life

M, McCall's

N. Parents' Magazine

0, News Veek

P. Photoplay

Q. Readers' Digest

R. Saturday Bvening Post

GRAPH VI, Reading Material Recelved Regularly dy the
Graduates
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A. Bridge Cludb

B, Church

C. Cooperative

D, Lodge

B: Oklahoma Home Economics Association
F. Migsionary Society

G. Parent-Teachers Association

H. Sunday School

I, Women's Clud

J. Study Clubs

K. American Assoeciation of University Women
L, Omicron Fu

M, Garden Clud

N. b-H Clud

0. Magic Clud

GRAPH VII. Number of Members in Various Organizations
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CONCLUSION

From the survey it was found that the former students since
thelr graduation have changed their vocations frequently so that it
is difficult to determine whether the present curriculum is entirely
meeting their educational needs, The span of ten years from 1928 to
1938 which this study covers has contained considerable economic
disturbances which would partially account for the changes in voca-
tions, while a large proportion have married and devoted their entire
time to homemaking.

It ie hoped that this survey will bde useful in helping to deter-
mine the needs of the students as well as any changes that might de
considered in the curriculum and also as a basis for further study.

The following conclusions are submitted:

1. There should be a greater emphasis on leadership
and personality development since the home economist
in business mst be able to work with many people and
to cooperate with others in her own firm and with many
organizations.  If not in business, she may serve as
a leader or an officer in social and educational organi-
zations of the commmity in which she lives.

2. W¥hile fifty per cent of the students come from farm
homes, their wocations both in business and later as
homemakers are taking them to towns and cities, and
the problems of the farm families are not problems
that they meet directly after college.

3. The reason perhaps for the criticism made by certain

former students concerning the limited placements of
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graduates in their specific vocation after graduation may be
accounted for by the fact that this is not an industrial state,
These vocations can be more easily secured in some of the eastern
states that of fer opportunities in such positions as costume
designers, textile buyers, and interior decorators. An additional
factor limiting placement might be that the resident faculty
has insufficient time to make contacts with commercial concerns
and are of little assistance in helping gradnates locate posi-
tions. There is a need for a person employed by the Household
Arts Department to act as a coordinator whose business it would
be to keep in close contact with former students, emmloyees
and resident faculty and to offer suggestions for changes and
additions in curriculum content, methods of training and
vocational opportunities,

4.In planmming vocations for women it is a recognized fact that
every woman is a potential homemsker., Consequently, in addition
to specific training for a particular vocation, general home-
making courses should be included in the course of study.
This survey indicated that over half of the graduates are
married.

An attempt to provide homemsking training has been made

in the firat two years of the curriculum. The fields of
study in which the graduates have felt the need for further
study have been mostly courses concerning the home and its
activities as landscape gardening, child develonment, sele-
ction of house furnishings, furniture renovation, and family

relationships. It is interesting to note that no new courses
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with the present subjects.
5.The returns from the home survey indicated that graduates
are living in comfortable circumstances with many modern
conveniences, Social, educational, and religious organi-
zations are claiming a major part of the leisure time.
The majority are keeping abreast of any changes through
current readings.

6. The curriculum of the Household Arts Department offered
especlal appeal to many becanse of the opportunity afforded
for creative expression. In selecting a vocation the cholice
was limited somewhat to those wocations offering immediate
employment after graduation. This was indicated by the
fact that the two plans recelving the least mumber of
choices, interior decoration and textile buying and research,
need further study and experience before the student is

prepared for these vocations,

Since there may be a need for changes in the conrse of stundy
of the Household Arts Department, an observation made by Beulah I. Coon
concerning eurrienlum changes is worthy of consideration. "Although
there is a merit in organization and separate courses may be needed,
vhat constitutes a satisfactory basis for orzanizing these courses
and a desirable sequence between conrses needs further study. In
helping the student to grow in all phases of hia:1ife .and deal real-
Lstically with problems of modern 117e, more fasts rather than fawer
facts will be nsually noeded; and these may often be dmn from. many



fields instenad of from the one field of a given course, 81
A goal set by the Stephens Collegze study of graduates from various
types of courses would apnly to this study and furnish a fitting con-
clusion in that "I we can teach young women t0 be intellirent consumers,
and I use the word in the largest sense—-consumers of the arts, of the
sciences, of their own leisure time snd abilities, I might a‘imost say
intelligent consumers of 1ife--then we shall have achieved a great

deal and we shall have changed the pattern of women's education, #2

1 problems of Home Fconomics in Collere Bducation, by Beulah I, Coon,
Journal of Home Xeonomics, 30183, Pebruary 1933

2 fdueatlion for Tomorrow, by James V. Wood, Woman's Home Compzhion,
¥ay 1939
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QUESTIONNAIRE
Name Present Address
St. ¥o. Towmn State
Year entered A. & M, Year graduated at A.&M.

Marital status (Single, Married, Widowed, Separated, or Diverced)

If married: Date of marriage Oceupation of Imisband

Nurber of children Ages of children_

Before entering A. & M, did you live in towm city country

or farm

I, Occupational record since leaving A. & M. (Kindly indiecate number
of months, :

Tull time Part time fo wage ull time |Homemaking | No home-
INTERVAL wage wage ng |home- and wage |making
5o earning learning | work Imsking Jlearming | work
elore
Marriage
After

Marriage

Date of Employment
—Erom Zo_

II. What influenced you to choose Household Arts as your major in
home economics? (Encircle proper mumbers)

1, Wished to become a wage earner

2. Influence of other girls

a. 4_H Cludb activities

. Parents encouragement

5. Ilked toe do things with hands as crafts

(continmed)
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6. Desire to become a homemaker
7. Expected to marry eventually
8. Thought 1t to be a more practical course
9. Course of study
10. Liked instructors
11. No particular influence
Other (deseribe)

III. In what ways have you kept in touch with the department?
(Encircle proper mumbers
1. Have attended school since graduation at A. & M.
2. Tigited the department
. Returned for "Homecoming"
+ COorrespond with a member of the faculty
5. No special contact
Other (describe)

IV. Check the fields in which you have felt the need for further
study. (Enecircle proper numbers)
1. English 15. Choosing a husband
2. Speech Meal planning and serving

a. Journalism 17. Futrition

. Chemistry 18. Child development

5. Pasychology 19, Clothing construction

6. History 20. Selection of men's clothing
7. Sociology 21, Textile and clothing buying
8. Mathematics 22, Textile testing

9. Crafts gg Clothing renovation

10. Art . Farniture renovation

11. Managing time and energy 25. Household mechanics
12. Managing personal and  25. landscape gardening

family finances 27. Selection of house furnishings
13, Vocation selection 28. Arrangement of house furnishings
and guldance

14, Family relationships
Other (describe)

V. From your experience give changes or additions which you feel
would strengthen the eourses in the Household Arts Department.
(Desecribe)

VI. Which of the following plans did you select as your major in
Household Arts? (Encircle proper number)
1. Costume Designing and Dresemaking
2. Interior Decoration
6. Gemeral
. General Course
5. Textile Buying and Textile Research

VII. Did your four years of college training
1, give you a greater appreciation of farm 1life
2. create a dislike for farm life
3. create a like for modern conveniences found in town
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VIII. Have you enrolled for additional schooling since receiving your
degree at A. & M.? Yes Wo If so, kindly fill in the
following:

Type of

IX. Home Survey
A. Status of home ownership: (Zncircle proper mumber)
1, Full owner

2. Part owner
. Tenant
. Other
B. Which of the following items do you have? (ZEncirele proper
number)
1. Automobile 7. Radio
2. Electrie iron g€. Running water
Z. Hlectric sweeper 9. Sewlng machine
. Farnace 10. Telephone
5. Indoor tollet 11, Refrigerator
6. Piano Ice Mechanical
12, Stove
Wood Gas HMlectrie
0i1 PIORE] 3
C. How many rooms do you have in your house? (Other than halls,
bath and storage) Of these, how many are
bedrooms?

D. Do you keep a record of expenses? (Encircle proper mumber)
1. Always 2. Usually 3. Sometimes 4, Never

E. Do you plan shead how mich you are going to spend for food,
clothing, etc., each month? (Encircle proper number)
1. Always 2. Usually 3. Sometimes 4. Never

F. Attendance to household duties. (Encirele proper number)
1. A1l work done by self
2. Some outaide help secured
3. A1l outside help secured

G. Do you sew for your children? (Eneircle proper number)
1. Alvays 2. Usually 3. Sometimes U4, Never
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H. Do you make your own clothing? (BEncircle proper number)
1. Always 2. Usually 3. Sometimes L. Never

I. Do you select and care for your husband's clothing?
(®ncirele pﬂper number )
1. Always . Usually 3. Sometimes Y4, Never

J. Indieate the reading material that comes regularly to your
home: (Eneircle proper numbers)

1. Daily paper 11, Ladies' Home Journal
2. Sunday paper 12, Iife
. Weekly paper 13, MeCall's
. Church periodical 14, Parents' Magazine
5. Lodge periodiecal 15, News Week
. American Magazine 16. Photoplay
7. Better Homes and Gardens 17. Readers' Digest
8. Consumers' Research 18. Saturday Rvening Post
9. Good Housekeeping 19. Others
10. Hygela

K. To what organizations do you belonz at present? (Star those
in which you hold or held office, and give the title of
the office. For example: Parent-Teachers Association®
Secretary) (Encirele proper numbers)

1. None T. Missionary Society
2. Bridge Cludb 8. Parent-Teachers Assn.______
a_. Chureh, 9. Sunday School__
. Cooperative_ 10. Women's Club
5. Lodge 11. Study COlubs
6. Okla, Home Economies
Asgoc.

Others (Describe)




.,._..h_ .. . . . ‘ . .
L.-c .. . . . .
T s ST - ! p F
—L .




