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A STODY OF '?HE C0lffiUl3U'1'IONS OF THE ROUSEHOLD 

ARTS CUBR! CUL UM TO THE NEEDS OJ" ClltTAIIr FORMER STUDD'l'S 

Introduqtion 

•rt college is to train women to pursue the activities of women, 

to satisfy their 01'!1 needs and deTelop their own interests, we first 

have to obtain a clear picture of what the nature and range of tht, 

aptitudes, responeibil1ties, and roblelll8 of women are.•1 

It is the hope of each college and department within a college 

that it shall meet the needs of its graduates and so aid its students 

in preparing for their chosen vocations and enriching their 11 vea 

that . the time spent in the college atmosphere shall not have been i n 

vain. 

When the project of constructing the required courses in a 

curriculum 1ror women wa.a) taken by .Stephens College prior to 1926, 

it was found that 1 t is not sufficient to conaider what the young 

women are supposed to do. •rt is just ae essential that ,,, ha.ye a 

clear and accurate picture of what they are supposed to be. 'l'his is 

necesaary not as a ma.tter of academic information, bo.t as pertinent 

data in deciding upon what sh&ll be taught to the student of home

making. 112 1rom time to time a sampling by groups and indi Ti duals 

hae been taken to determine what the aptitudes, responsibilities 

and problems of women in business and in the home include in an 

effort to ascertain whether the true functions of womanhood ban 

been considered in our edu.ca.tional program. 

1 Jducation for Tomorrow, by James M. Wood, Woman's Home Companion, 
Jla7 1939 . 

2 !he '?rai ts of Ho emakers, by W. W. Charters, Journal of Home Economics 
18:673, December 1926 
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'th.is particular study- was undertaken to determine to what extent 

the present curriculum of the Household Arts D:epartment at Oklahoma 

Agricultural and Mechanical College is contributing to the form.er 

graduates and ,mat changes are desirable to make a •ell rounded course 

of study. 'lo obtain the information for this tmrvey a questionnaire 

wa• sent to one hundred graduates who had completed their college 

training for a :Bachelor of Science Degree . in the Houaehold ~ts 

Depart111ent between the years 1928 to 1938. Of the nttmber of question

nai rea eent. aixt;r •ere anawered and returned. 
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HOUSEHOlaD ARTS CURRl CULUM 

'l'he currlcmlua of the l>ep&!'tmen.t ot Houa'8hold Arte ia planned 

to meet &Ji ever-inereaaing interest in the new phaaes of Houuhold 

Arts now denloping in the bneinesa and prof'uaional world. "Op or

tun1 t7 is giTen tor speelal.1sat1on in interior decoration, textile 

bu.71ng and textile rea~, d:reaamaking and coatUJD.e des.ign, and 

Household Art• teaching. !'or those not primar.l ly interested in 

either the bu.81.neea or pro1'eae1onal aspects, a general eurriculum in 

the field ot l!ouehold Arta is also offered. !he Bach.el.or of Science 

Degree is grant·ed in each field ttpon the completion of the pres.crib 

I work.• 

!he work ot the School of Home Econolllica at Oklahoma J«riet1ltural 

and Mechanical College 1• o:tfered to etudenta in four apecif'le tlelda: 

General Home lconolldc~. Rouaebold Arts, Home Economics Education, 

and Household Science. !he eurric:mlum for all the Rome llconomica 

departments has the same required eourae, in the treehman and sopho

more years which are aelected to pronde a general homemak:1:ng back

ground and at the end of that time certain requirements tor ~he 

entrance to the junior yee:r or ttpper d1Tle1on haTe to be met. !he 

req~rementa are aa follows: 

1. Have a gade point average o! 2.00 on a miniDIWll of 

6o honra. 

2 ~ J'ooda and Personal Heal th • • g to 10 hours 

3. Houaehold Arts ( Clothing, 'l'extilea, and 

Coatume Design) • 10 hours 

1 General Catalog, Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College , 
1937-38 



4. Home Eeonomica Jducat1on (Personal and Voc&tional 

Om.dance, J'llndamentala of the Houaehold, !he 

4 

Art of' Living, and Pre-School at11d) . . . 6. to S hour• 

5! Art ( :ft'eehand Art • Color and Design) . 4 hotn"B 

6. Oiemiatey (G~ral and Organic) . • . 7 to 9 hours 

7, EbgUeh . • . . . . . • . . 9 hour11 

8, Plcy-81 cal Educatiol'I. • • 2 hours 

9. F.ducat1onal Paycholog:y . . 3 honra 

JJ.'he aurriculum of the ltousehold A'rta n.partment of 19~ in the 

upper di-,1aion or junior and senior years wae the same tor all 

students. !he course of atud.y wa.a planned primarily to meet the 

needs of those students who ar~ lntereat'ect in the pro'ble• of clothing 

choice, care, and cons~ru.ct1on; and those economic pha•e• related. 

to this field. of study. !he eouraea at this ti e included: 

Dr-eas Detl1gn 
Introduction to Sociolog;r 
Special Method• 1n Home lconomiea 
1futrition and Dietetic• 
Children'• Clothing 
Applied Dreaa Design 
!eztile <Jiemiatr7 · 
Hou.sehold Beonomies and Mana.gement 

Mill1lifl1"7 
Clothing D.em.onatration 
Mvaneed Dre.1ma'ldng 
Student !eacbing 
6 hO'llre electi ..,.. 
4 hour• art group electiTes 
12 hour• restl"1cted electiTes 
5 hours tree electivea 

~O'l'ID ELECJ.'IT.IS: Bo.me Jlconomica wbJecta 
l. 'ftie 1fo1Ban and the l'amil,1 
2 . Child Care and '?raimng 
3. ltouaehold Admln1etrat1on 
4. Quan.ti t7 Cooker)" 
5 ! .ld'fflD.Ced Cooke?7 
6. !'ood Demonstration 
7 ~ Sod el and Personal J!Tg1 ene 
8. Social Welfare 
9. Prenatal and Infant Care 

J'1US l!fLIC'fITESt Uq be chosen in an_r t1 elct 

AR! GRO'OP ELEO.riffl: At lea1t 4 hours mun be •l•ti ve. 
1~ Fr-eehand Drawing 4: Art Appreciation 
2. mator.r of Art 5. Potter,' 
3. Water Color 



In the echo61 :,ear 1929 and 1930. student• majoring 1n Jlouaeb.old 

Arts •ere for' the ff rat tilil.e gtT9n sn opportuni t7 to ehoOfle one of 

eeT81"al plans in Household Art•. · t'he plane and their coune of atu~ 

tor the school 7ear of 1938 and 1939 are as followa: 

IN!JIUCR DICOlU.fI OR: 

1~ Applied Art of the, !heater 
2. m.ementar;r J'reneh 
3 ! Appl1 ed :Deeig11 
4~ 1"1trl Uon and D1.,etet1ca 
5 ! Principles of Economict 
6, Decoratt n J'abrl ea 
7. Household Economi e• an.\ Management 
8. Textile Ohemi et!'7 
9! Period Jurn1 ture 

10. Public Speaking 
11! m.etorie Design 
12! Delw>nstrntione 
13! Household Administrat1on 
14! Interior Decoration 
15. Landscape Gardening 
16. Home Jttrniahinga and Clothing Renovation 

Tl!IXfILll :BtfflNG OR RESEAllOH:. 

1. Applied Design 
2~ B';rgien-e of Clothing 
3 ••. _ Butr1t1on and D1etet1ca 
4 ll.ement8.!7 J"rench 
5, Economics 
6. Advanced Ooetume Deeign 
7 ~ Applied Costume Deai(P. 
8. '?ext 1le Ch91111 atl'7 
9~ Household lconomica an4 Management 

10! 'rertiles an4 Clothing L1 tera.ture 
11. !extile ltqing 
12~ Principles of Varat1ng 
13! Children' • Clothing 
14~ Public Speaking 
15, Demon•tration• 
16 . Clothing Economics 
17 ! M:vanced !'ext1le• 
18. Decorati ft fabric• 
19. Houaehold Admini•tration 
20. Home Econ.om.cs J onrnal.i•m 



COS!tJ).fE D1.ISIGNINO .um DllS.SM.UI liG: 

1 ~ Ob.tldren '• Clothi~ 
2! Eleme.ntaey Blatoey ot· Oo.tae 
3. llutrition and Dietet1ea 
4 ! llement817' French 
5. Economics 
6! Applied Design 
7 ! Ad~oed Coatume Deeig,1 
t, Applied Coatume Design 
9! Textile Chend.strT 

10. Decorati'"' J'abrica 
11 ~ Applied At"t ot the 1'heater 
12~ '.H1'g1ene of ·m.o,hing 
13, Rous eh old 3conomte, and lwtagemen\ 
14~ Ad:vanoed Dreaamald._ng 
15. ~utile '.Bu71ng 
16. Demonatrat1 one 
17 ! Coatuae Illustra.tion 
18. ototh1:ng llconomic• 
19, Shop Dres8Jll8king 
20. Home l'ttrn1 ehinga and Clothing Renam.t1on 
21. Houaehold Admin1atrat1on 

GDJIW, OR HOUSllROLD ARTS 1'Jl!OBING: 

1, Children•• Clothing 
2~ h.tr1t1·on and Dietetic-• 
3 ·~ J.ppl1 ed Dea1 gn 
4 lconom1ce 
5 ~ Advanced. Costume Design 
6, Applied Costume Design 
7 ~ Household lconomica an.d Management 
g!' Methods ot 'reaching Rome loonom1ca 
9! 'reXtile Chemiatr7 

10. AdTanced Dreaemaldng 
11~ Demonstration• 
12. Household Adln1.niatr&t1on 
13~ Home lurn1ah1nga and Clothing RenOTat1on 
14. Philosophy or Home Economtca Mueatlon 
15. Practice Teaching 

6 

A comparison of the eourses ottered in the departm&nt '™:ttween 

1928 and 1938 1d. 11 tillo• that a '£tnr coureea haTe been dropped. othen 

combined and fflaD1' add1t1onal couraea added to meet the ~ecifie needs 

ot students majoring in each ot the diff'~ent wcat1ona. 
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!h queationnaire sent to the former gracbta.tes ot the Household 

Arte Dt,partoent between. the ye.are 192g to 938 asked queattons con

cerning their oconpation.a a1nce 1 · nng school, their additional 

schooling aince -aduation. thelr hom aeti~tiea, &nd tbeir auggeeted 

changes for the curri cm.lum of the department. Opportuni t7 was gi ,ren 

tc, the gradnatea throughout the eattonnaire to mte a!l1' additional 

comments about the question.a that they might wi ah to make. !he :former 

gractaate1 now 11-Ye in town, and cities over a wide range of atatea. 

Since gP&duation a wide ~ri.ation of vocation• have been engaged 

in b7 the former 1tudenta. 

A. m.a.aa I>1atr1lm.t1on 

The aixt7 graduateis repl11~g to the questionnaire were 9venl7 

distributed by claaaea or 7ea.ra. '?he following table indiea.tee the 

number from each class: 

!able 1, P11~ribgt1on l>z Iw• 
Tear Replies 

192g 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
193g 

4 
6 
4 
6 
5 
6 
3 
g 
7 
6 
5 



B. Personal l>ata 

Of the :rormer graduates replying to the g_ueationnaire. twent7-

one stated that tbe7 were UJUDarried, th1rt,-ae"f'9n are married, one 

separated, and one divorced. hent1 of the ~went7-one unmal"'r1ed 

graduates are act1Yel7 engaged in a. vocation~ Six of the thirty

•even now married were married before f1n1ahing their c-ollege work. 

Of this group, tw:enty-:n.ve have ebildre1:1,, three being the maximm 

'number of children for any one grad'llate. 

'!'he aver889 munber ot years. trom graduation to m,µ-riage of 

those 1181"1'7ing after they obtained their degr•a 1·• 1.5. The 

student• had one and one-halt years t9 work in their ep&eifl.c 

voeaUons before taking up homemaking. Twelve graduates married 

immediately atter gra<lllat1on. 

:Before entering (klahoma ~icultUl"al and llechan.1eal College 

thirty of those in.eluded in the ~tu~ lbted in towns, ft l'9 tn 

citiet, and twent7-fiTe on farms. At the present time, sixteen 

live in the eit;r, thirty-nine in to,m, and five in the c<;m.ntr,, 

showing that the majorit;r are l1Ting 1n towne and cities. hen 

though nearly one-half of th-e group eame. trom rural dtatricts. thq 

are . not returning there after ~adua.tton. 

hen t7-two graduate. stated that their four year,s of college 

training gave them a greater appreciation of farm life. wh11• thirty

ftve students sa~d that it created a like for lllGdern conveniences 

as found 1n town. 

. ..... 

,<\ .. 
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c. ~ea ot Oeeupationa 

Prom the ta'bu.la.tion of the q,leet1 o.nnalrea. 1 t waa t<mnd that 

Hott1ehold Art• majors ha4 followed ~ different vooatton• at 801'19 . . 

ti e since their graduation. Some, have owned dre•11111ak1ng sh0ps; 

._..ea a• aaaiatante in . dre1amaktng and alteration shops: aup~aore 

of aewitlg room projects; clarlal i~ department and eanc!T etorea; 

demonstrators of public ut111 tiea; manager of girla 1 shop; teaching 

in. grad.ea, high echool. college, and tm'bati tut e teaching; liatio1.1al 

Youth Adm1n1atrat1~n aupemaor; . etaff member in nurae17 school; 

bookkeeper 1n bank; etenograph,r: social aerdc~ worker; home 

d$l!IO!latration agent; . dietitian; pract1 cal nuree; at ate :Farm. Admin

iat.ration supenieor; and ate;te pnbltc nlfare caae 'rlld.tor. 

ho of the graduates stated that the7 aaai ated in their 

husband ' s bu.e1n911a, one by helping in a drug •tere during~ 

1eaaone and the other 'by d.otng booldceeptng in a funeral home. 
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from the tabulation o~ the questionnaire., Graph X :Show ·1,y 

p,erc$ntago the ways ill which the fong grat\Q.th,a have kept ln . 

touch with the Rousehold Al"t$ Department sine~ their graduation. 

lt wa.a found that sixteen hair& att,mded Ok:lahoma .&o-!mltural 

and lf'eeha.ld:ee.1 College sin~e gra.dna.Uon. A lat"ge tffl'mber have visited 

the: d.epartm~nt at various times, part'lcularl.7 at the anmtal 1'm>me

coming• 'breakf'a.st which is held ea.eh f's.11 ffYt' the p'al'p0Se. of 'bringing 

together all former Rome Icon.om es students c.lld graduates. Some 

kep'b i.n tomb with the department th:r-00;gh faculty member,-.. thrffllgh 

relatives or friends in school. a.t the :pr-ea.ent time,, thraxgh th• 

former St'Wients• Association, or th.rough college ·or-g~za.tions. 
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:I. Influence• 1n Choosing Household .Arte a• a 
lfa.Jor 

12 

'!'he fo?'JllfJ!' atu4enta -were asked to check the !ntluences which 

ca.uaed .. them to choose Rouehold Arts a, their maJor while attending 

school. Graph II Hats the influen-eea. 

?he quea.t1on waa ao stated that &eTeral items could be marked 

or cheeked because it would not be probable that on~y one reason 

influenced the graduate• in their choice of a. major. !he ayerage 

number of items checked b7 each •tudent waa 2.9 items. 

i'went7-aeven per cent of the D'Wllber anewering the questionnaire 

checked that the:, Uked to do things 1'1.th their ha.nets a.a cratt11. 

!'he ttouaehold Arte currieultull ia made ~ of conraea th&t depend upon 

the creat1 ve al> 111 t:y ot the ind! Yi dual. Some of tho e mb.J ect a! as 

sewing, house planning, coatume illustrating, a;,pliad 4-eatgning, 

testing textiles, interior d-,corattng .. and decorati-re fabrics give 

oppor1runity for creative wo-rk whigh appeal and attract the student 

who is J!Wd.ng a choice of a major. 

!he ~e-cond item checked. most of'te.n was the d-eaire to become a 

homefflaker. 'l'he fourteen per cent checking thi • influence believed 

that the cm.rae of study 1• mde up of aubjects that g1 ve a broa.d-

n1~ experience to the girl who will e'Vetltual.17 he.Ye a home bf' her 

own. Couree• such a• arranganen.t ot houae tu.rni8hl~, tarnlture 

ud clothing renovation. textile and clothing blly1ng, cloth1%18 

eonatru.ction, and hygiene of clothing a.re. of great benefit to the 

student 1'ho 1e planning and msking a home. The h~me renects the 

personal! t7 and ehar-actar of those re•iding there. 

!hirteen per cent cboa, thie department 'because the7 thought 

1 t to be a practical oom-ae. !he ti Te plane of the Hou.aehold Art• 
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~artment offor. a .:ra;nge and 'Val"iety of eou-rees the,t 111e~t the 

individual needs. 'l'b.,e emir-ee of stnd,,y a-s i:n1tlined prev.i.mtsly is 

~able of bein~ put int°" practice by oAV sti,dent l'liahing a well

rounded edtieation. ?t is ea.eh student•s responsibllity to g,ai,n the 

!eriu,wled,ge ~ benefits from the e<n:1.raas a.nd then ap1:,ly them to every 

dJif;/ 11 ving. 

halv, per cen.~ elected this depQ"1n11ent beea,ute they e'Xpeetod 

to !'!lQl"l"Y event\uul;r. This choice :l.$ clo$el:Y related to the itet~ 

in whicl1 they desired to become hoJJ'}emaker-s, although man7 1mmarrl.ed 

~nen may be said to "be homamE!kers. A large per.centage ef the 

grnd!k"!,tes f:tt1t1dlea are m..rl;rr-led. 

'fhe weationel opportunities of this department an iner!\".a.Ging. 

and eleven p~r eent ffl.<!.(le their choice 'bee.a.11.Be they- wished to become 

~..c~e earners. !he spocl!1e- training received enables t~e g:rad~q,te 

ti) go immediately into many of their chosen professions.. Some · 

e;pr,rentieeship experlmia'8 wo-ttl(l 'bs n.ecaB!!al"Y a.a tn any other type 

of 1=1rofession before one ooulcl 'be complet~ly voeationally prepared.. 

ntrough p~ants. 1 enc011.ll'~ament s.onie of th.e students made their 

choice but it seems in general the parents are not wo11 mougb. 

informed. to e.d'vise their daughters t" 8111! Qtent in scle.oting a 

voei,tion. !he s-~e might be sa.1d about. the 1nfluenr,e of other 

girls and frt5nds. The rea:son for the smell pereent~e checlting 

'the iten 'liked instructors• is possibly that the atuwmts are not 

familial' mth the faeulty beforo entering the department. i'he r-api.<:1 

changes m~ii,e in the pers€tnnel 0:f the staff '1'J'G'U1d alao a..ceount f'or 

thiis. 
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P. lleld• in Which Graduates 1elt the Need to%' 
J'u.rther Study 

15 

The former students were aaked ~o check the fields i,n which 

they felt the need far f"nrther stu~. &9.ch ·stud~t answering the 

qttestionnaire cheeked. not less than three courses. Graph III sho,,a 

the subjects recei 'f1 ng the greatest to the least number of checks. 

1!,b.iect 

Landscape Gardening 
(JJild De,,elopment 
Sp eeh 
(ho,a.f't• 
Selection or house f'q.rniahi:ngs 
1\lrn1 ture ren.O'V'e.tion 
Family relationships 
ll.ans&1ng time and en.erg 
Household mechanics 
Arrangement of house ta:rn1sh1ng• 
Art 
Journalism 
English 
Meal planning and aenice 
textile and clo-th1ng lmying 
Psyeho-loa 
llallaging personal and famil7 finaneea 
Uutrition 
Socioloo 
Vocation select.ion and. gm.dance 
Selection of men•• clothing 
Chooaing a huabe;nd 
Clothing renovation 
m.story 
!eztile testing 
C2s.em11Jt'f:7 
Cl.oth1!18 eonetrnctton 
Mathematie11 

29 
21 
20 
20 
19 
lB 
17 
17 

i4 
13 
12 
12 
11 
11 
11 
10 
9 
9 
7 
6 

i 
J 
3 
2 
~ 
2 

GlU.PH II.I. Su.bj eta in ~ich Graduate• J'elt Jl'eed tor 
l\trther Study' 

Perhaps the fact that ao ma.D.7 ha. Te :rel t the need for addi t!onal 

study in landscape gardentng may be mg,laJ.necl since th111 course was 



Dot offe!'f:ld ,mttl 1930 in the bfou.r,rnhold Jb-cts atu·ri.culum. Siw:e this 

tirae it has been listed as a_requir~d oours:e in only o:r.i.e depe,rtment 

or plan. Interior Deoo:ra.tion. As th€) :mt.mber o! gra&!ates in thit! 

field is coruparati vely- small t the ll'i..c,ieri ty- have not incl:t1ded this 

emu-ee in their college woi•k. 

The need 'for ful'ther st,1~r :tn ehiltl lte,relopme-nt is P,l'C'lba'bly dlte 

to the fact that :forty-two per ceent 0£ the ~Oltp no,.., have ch!ld~en. 

Sinc13 ent~ring the va.rioue vocation,ll or. maldn,g thei:r homes. 

ma.i~ have been meeting the :publie. through thtd.r 01:1.sin~s li 'fe or 

their work in the eomiptmity grotJ;P. They have reali$ed. th" impo: .. tanee 

ot trai.nt~ ~n speech. Only a lim1te.ft a.motint of wo:rk ia erd'ts has 

been o:f:f'B:red. New that tllt;JJ\7 aro ln their oiom hom~s the.."' have time to 

devote to such aoti'.!11 ti.es. 

M//3J\V have felt the nosd .of' training in selection a:nd. arrangement 

of .home :furnis.h1ngs ancl fun:i.1tttre renovn-1d.on stnce the;r have been 1n 

their o~ hon,e$ ~ml ba:ve had to ma.'!te prtMltieo.l :a,-pplicaMon ,of their 

colleG0 tr~"ining. 

The courses offered 1.n elothlng construction a.pparen.tly are 

~;deq~te for the at,1d~nts since: o:nlz, two f"elt the need tor further 

study. rrl1:1!Y :uso rere able to apply the! :r tra1n:ing to clothing 

renovation beeause onl~ four indica.ted they needed i"o.rtlier. training 

in this, aa 0001par1c1d. with eighteen who deaired. ad.c1.Uiomu.. stu.?w in 

furniti,.re renovation.. lfe:xtile test!r~ and researeh have not been 

offerf!cl. until recer:tly in a spooifl.e oourss whiel11. i'lla.N' a~eount for 

only three c'hecldn:g th.is item. Physical ~ni:i:rment a.no. wpplies with 

an atlequate 1i1>rar;r taoility are :needed as well as traihed wo:rkers 

in this field .. 
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Opportum ty t1as given ths gre.dne.tes· to l.1st other courtun 

bru:ddes th.ose alrm:iAy mention«!. 1'1e1Je aildf. tional tm'hjeeta •""e 

tndieatlltd .us follows: Commercial treirrl.11,g .• · esp~eiall7 tT:P~ ting 

ciation; l'f',adership and tian-~ema!lt; horM.eultul':e Qfl.d ponltry. 

From a atutW mad• at Stephens Oolle1J$' of tlu-ee hundred. m>men 

1i 3tod.. 8itere Ql"{l some ~lean !he,' needGd more tnfomation and 

iustru.cti.on. the,.:- said. on household budt;eting, ·On diet and food 

p!"~aration. on. hone deeoratf .. on a.nd :f'urnishtn§;. !hey needed help. in 

mPatinc bn~iness problems. in achieving nelf-eonf'idence and p9.1a'9,, 

tu meettn.(§ the rosponsfbilities 4f motherhood and of mat"nag,h '.il!o.v 

nocl:.od ilft.ditional gtd.danee on the mu.tiva;tt.on. of n~t,u-al cham and 

even on the basic principlea et 1.ntelligent 'lm1$ng.-1· !hts lt·st 

cor;;parns tdth the list 0£ fields in which the 8l'tt.du.ates of Oklahoma. 

.Agriet;dt\U"el and Medlan!cal Collego have felt th& need for further 

,1i!tot.l.1cir a'fm.d~ \'!a-S ma4a !ti th college and Rome Economics staff. 

ii0ri'b~!ll n,.."ld :;:-eportE>A in the JO'.t.U"nal or Home· Jkonomi es b.Y l:sa."bel t. 

Noble. It ms fo,,uul that few coll~es plan for e~erlettce. supple-

mente<l d th eoll~ce t"/Ol'k 'bu.t t!1e7 offer gGn~al eourses: wt th -eleoti~. 

"The eleoti veG: nont ottwi rec.,.ende8. are. 'W!"1 tten ~d spoken. English, 

or perhaps Journalism, pra.etic.e 17). rad.1&. industr.t.e.1 -writ1n~. public. 

spomldng" c.:itte~'lJ)OrBJ.1oouo spen!dng; va::•'1..o\ts t!\COn..~e eoureei,- as 

1 Education for ~omorrow. 'by Jama~ W. Woad. Woman's B:ome. Oompan1on, 
~!' 1939. 



labor economics. oarket!ng, or a.ccou.nU.n~ and a llltm)er of ;p:eycholog 

courses, ae social psychology or buoiness peyeholog. •2 . 

2 "Vocational Opportunities for Oolle,;e Ho11u,Bco11omies Stud.en.ta• , 
Isabel I. oble, J"ounial of ll-ome Economies , October 1937. 



(J, Cbe,nges or Additions Suggested by the 8,:-aduatet 
Whi<-.h Would Strengt,;'len the Depa.,;-tment 
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mm the stud.,v ot rssu1ts of the request for changes or 

additions which t'.h.e Household Arts gra.t'b:1.ates felt would i-mprove 

J, Emphasis on advantages ef a budget 

4 ~ Study or pereonal!t3r develo-pment 

5. lfore W'Ork relating to the homtt instead o.t to the 
in<li vi duel 

6~ A.. coUTse 1:n tailoring 

7. ,i.\ cout"se in m1pervidon of outside help in the 
home 

10. More field trips to acqu-8,int students with W()l"ldng 
:procedures 

ll. More time for constructive arts and crafts for both 
ehil<l.ren and adults 

12. Longer class period.a for some Rousehold Arte la,boratory 
cm.u-ses. as clothing eonstru.ction and inteX"ior 
decoration 
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'!. Plan Selected as MaJor 1n R'O'Usehold Al-ta Department 

There are five plan.• fr.om which th,a 11;tu.d.m mq cn(loae her 

major 1n the &ttaehold Arts nepartxnent ~ Graph IT shows 'b7 percentage 

the ms.J~s of the aixt7 gra,duatea ia thta studJ'. 

Oostwne. designing and. dressmaklng _. chosen. by thirty-five 

per cent. of the former atudente as their maJ~r. Cow.sea that a.re 

offered. i.n the curriculum provUl& not on17 general trai:fdng but 

c0pportuntt7. tor apectt1c appltcatton in costume designin,g and shop 

dr~ssmaking. other po·satldli:tiee are aa a sales woman in a rec.dy'

to-\'l'ear or piece goode dep,a:rtment, all an assistant in e. ntti}'.lg and 

alteration department of a. retail' atore, or as ii, fashion model. Five 

of th.e former gl"ai!uates replying hav9 owned or worked in dressmaking 

Gste.'bl1shmentg; othen have dolle dreasmald.ng in their homes tor 

family a.nd frienis. 

Twenty-three peJ!i' cent o~ the ~a.du.at.es received certificates 

entitling them to teach home economies wtth specif:io emphasis on 

ltonsehold Arts n.'bjects. '!'eaehing J.». high schools and colleges has 

been conduet ed. by tw-enty-se.,.,n ~&tluatea with three having served 

as mbstitutec teachers. The demand at present for well trained 

tea.ohers pre-pared. to work ef':fectivel.y with adult groups, bo7s• 

claSJses. and in home and conmnmi ty projects accounts for the large 

number of' students choosing this field as their maj()r .. 

'fhe general course ot Houaehold Arts g1 ves training tor those 

Bt'.>'t interested. in either the vocational or professional aspects of 

the department. Twenty-one per eent oi' the graduates elected this 
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field a.s their major . Ten graduates of th1a number are married. 

'l'he courses are choeen from the other !our plans w1 th twent7- two 

hours of elect! we. 'l'he•e elective• 1118.T be uaed b7 the student.a f.n 

pursuing their 118.Jor i ntere11ts . 

Interior decoration ranked fourth . among the list repl)'ing with 

thirteen per eent selecting this field. l:xperience or further atten

dance at an art or interior decoration aehool are utmally required, 

since fn, 1t an7, hoJll8 economic• courses offer t he undergraduate 

sufficient ~raining to become a professional. interior decorator 

im edlatel7. 

Ei~t. per cent ehoee the pla.n of textile buy1.ng or textile 

research. The plan 1s also. tor pe.raona 1n~ereated . in poaitiona as 

educational directors in department atorea . •The trend toward more 

scientific purchasing in retail store• haa opened up opportunities 

for textile spec1al1 eta who can ln17 on the bs.ai a of apec1:f'1cat1on.a 

.and teats aa well aa of fashion demands and who can g1 ve the sales 

:torce informe.Uon for which euatomera are begimiing to ask, about 

1 
style. fabrics, eonatruction,. color. wa.ahabil1t7, etc. • 1"1.fl of 

the graduates rapl)'ing have been eJl!)lo7ed in department •tores a• 

salespeople and one as ~r ot a girl ' • ahop within a large store. 

Thia. 11 a relative new field which ma:r. account tor the small nttmber 

having been graduated in this tUTi.aion. 

A.a in mo,t profees:tona, work of the various . phases of R~usahold 

Arts require• a certain amount of apprenticeship. Mrs . lbaae Going 

Woodhouse points out: "A degree- 1'r-om a first claa• college department 

of home economic• 11 the basic requirement with the ell!)ha.•i• upon 

1 :Buaineea Opportunitiaa for the Home Economist , b;y Mrs. Chase Going 
Woodhouse, 



foods or textiles .. aecord!n.; to the field. ot work to be entered.. 

It ia education 1n ba•1c science- ~ bs.sic pr1nc1ples that 1• needed

not training in 19pec1t1e w.bjecte. 'l'he.t .111111,t be sequired b7 expe

rience duri11g Ya.Cations f!r' s.tter college. <Jollegee canm,t end should 

not tea-eh j(Jb technit'lue•. !here ftl"e too ffl8.1l7 of t~em and thq ~ 

too widel7 from firm to firm and from time to time.- A knowledge ot 

t basic principle& and how t,o appl7 them 1 a 1f'ha.t the college 
1 

pro'ddea .• 'l'hie eeem• to be a logical conclusion be.cauee of the 

wide vari tion of training g1 wn b7 the ~ college• and tnd1 "1dual

tt7 ehwld be ez:preHed in the techniques. 

1 The Home :lconomi•t in Ba.Bin•••• b7 Vrs. thase Going Woodhouse, 
Occupation•, Ho-rember 1938 



I. lllnrollment for Mditi.cmal Schooling Since Gr&<luat1on 

'l'b.e fol"JRer etudent• were &eked to state whether th87 had 

enrolled tor additional echooUng since rece~'fing their degree at 

Cklahoma A8:rieu.ltural and Mechanical College. <;)! the e1xt-t grad"'." 

us.tea t'epl7ing, twent7-two .haw. attended school. -~ this mmbel", 

sixteen have returned. to A. & M. for graduate work. ft •e gpaduatea 

have received their lfaater of .Science Degree, and of this miln'be~ 

four ha.ye recei Ted their degree in Household Arte at Cklahoma A. & 11. 

College. 'l'hree other •~dents are working tcnrard the adTMced 

degree 1n swmner ecbool. In the maJorit7 of c~•es the additional 

schooling has been done in the 9UJlffler seBBiona. It was t~d th.at 

more of thoiJe in the teaching profession returned to . school. Jour 

haTe recei. Ted teaching certi !icate• since graduation. 

1'he t,i,e of coureea the graduatea haTe studied, beeidn 

Household Arte, ha• be• commercial au.'bJecte. pa.rent e(iucation an4 

child development, nutri tic:,n, and elementa17 education. Other 

1netitut1one attended are Cornell Un1Yer9:it7, Colorado State College~ 

Iowa State College, Santa 13arbar& State College, Colua'b1a tht1Ter~it7, 

Child Education !'oundation o.f Jrew Tork City, <kle.homa Uni Ters1 ty, 

Southweetern State !eachert College, Central State Teacher• College, 

Southeaatem State Te cher1 College, and lrill '• Busin99a Uni•ersity. 
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In order to get an idea of the home life and the a.ctivitie• 

of the graduates, a section waa included 1n the questionnaire on 

their home• and their act1"9'1 ties. or thi• group, nine 9wned their 

homes while eight othen were maldng payments for homes. 'l'h1rt7-

one others were ren~tng, and t,relve were 111'1.ng with parents, J."OOld.ng 

or living in hotelt. 

!'he oerage home ~ the group ha11 4.6 rooms, exclunv, ot 

halls, 'bath, or storage apace. Of these, two are bedrooms. Thia 

ind1catee that the m&jority o! gradu&tes are 11nng in moderate 

ci l"CWHtances. and therefore, training while in school should be 

on thia tt,vel. 

Graph V ah.on the IIOd~ convenience• which are found in the 

homes included in the atud7. 

'l'h.e questionnaire indicated that twent7-two graduate• al.ways 

keep a record ot expenses, twent:r u.wall.7 k~ auch recorda, fourteen 

sometimes, and onl7 three neTer keep recorde. tn JIIOtst caaea those 

who kept this type of record alao planned. ahead tor future expenaet • 

. !fineteen graduate• alwqa plan ahead how mch they will apend for 

food amt clothing. twenty-two usually planned ahead. thirteen some

time•, and tour never planned. ahead. 

~e emall number etating they sew tor their children is due ~o 

the ta.ct that onl.7 twenty-tlve out of sixty etudied haTe chtidren. 

Aleo, man7 ha•e onl7 one child. who is leas than one 7~ old. or 

thJ.s tw nt1"-fin, eight al~• •ew for their children, nine uauall7 

do, and 111:ic sometimes. 
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GJUPH Y. !he lfodern Con'NJli encett J'ound in Home• ocf 
Gradnata 



neven ua.dUatee repl7ing aelect and care tor their . hueban.d '• 

clothing. eleTP-n ntmall7. ight sometimes, end one ne...er. Six 

gradn.ates 11tated ~hat thq eare for their husband •e clothing but 

did not select it. 

~ent7-f1n of the gr011p repl71J1€ do their ·o,,n household 

ta.aka. !went:y-eight e.eeure aome outsicle help , and two haTe all 

hou•ework done by aemeone outside the home_. 1'h1a ah.OWi' there i• 

need for practical eours.e fn hememaldng. 

'!'he reading material which come.a regularly to the ho ee ts 

indic ted b7 Graph VI. It was :tound that graduates are r~ading 

onrr t publlcati·o~a . and a.l.ao that the household m&gad.nes a.re 

e1pectall7 popular. A num)·er- mentioned that they read trades 

magazines of various ld.llds. an:, ot th course otter in the 

curriculum of the Household Arte Department have curr~t ma.gasines 

as a baaie for the r~ading ms.terlal an wl>ject tter. 

!l'he graduates repbing, ·a• a whole, a.re taking an active part 

in communi t7 s.ctt vi ti ea, •erfi ng a.a grettp leader• aa well as me ber•, 

and accepting reaponsible _place• on important etlucat1onsl eommltteea 

aa indicated in Graph VII. 

l3es1dea tho•e shown 1n the gr-SJ)h, other organizations lie-ted 

were& Ob.amber o'! Commerce, Y. 1'.C.A., Bneine•• and Pro!eeaional 

Women's Club, Indi&n Club, hentteth Oentuey Club, Art Club, Pi 

Zeta Kappe., and Phi lappa Phi • 
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Tab! e II. Nt1Jriber of Grad:u.e.tes Holdi 11:g Of:tiees 
1.n the Organi zatlons of Which They Are 

Member• 

Officers 

Church 

Oooperati ve 

Lodge 

ttt.ss:J.onary Society 

Women'$ Olu:b 

An1erican Aasoeiation of University Women 

Omi eron _'tl\t 

1 

3 

0 

4 

0 

l_O 

6 

6 

5 

2 

0 

2 

0 
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CONCLUSION 

J'rom the BUrT87 it was found that the former students sinee 

their graduation have changed their .vocations frequently so that it 

is dif:t"lcult to determine wheth~r the present eurrieulum is entirel;r 

meeting their educational needs. The 9Pari or ten ye8l"s f'rom 1928 to 

193g which this study' covers has contained considerable economic 

disturbances which would :partially account for the change• in TOca

ti ons. while a 18.J"ge proportion have married and de-voted their entire 

time to homemaking. 

It is hoped that this tmrTe7 will be usetnl in helping to deter

mine the needs of the students as well as any changes that might ~ 

considered in the eurriculwa and also as a baais for further study. 

The following conclusions are submitted: 

1. There should be a greater emphasis on leadership 

and personal! ty de'9'elopment · ·since the home econom1. at 

1n busineaa 1111st be able to work with many- people and 

to cooperate with others in her own fir111 and w1 th ma.nT 

organizations. 1 If' not in business, she mq serve as 

a leader or an officer in social and educational organi

zations of the comma.ni t;r in which she 11 vea. 

2. 1'h.ile fifty per cent of the student, come from farm 

homea, their wcationa both in business and l ater aa 

ho emakers are taking them to towns and cities, and 

the problems of' the farm families are not problems 

that theT meet directly after college. 

3. The reason perhaps for the eri ticiam made by certain 

former students concerning the lim1 ted placements of 
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graduates in their specific vocation after graduation mq be 

accounted for by the fact that this ta not an industr ial state. 

These vocations can b e more easily secured in ao e of the eastern 

states that offer opportunities in rm.ch positions (:LB costume 

designers, textile buyers, and interior decorators . An additiona.1 

factor limiting placement might be that the resi dent faculty 

ha.8 1nauffi(t1en.t time to make eontact• with commercial concerns 

and ~ of 11 ttle asflistance in helping gradttates locate posi

tions. !here hs a need for a per son employed by the Household 

Arts Department to a.ct as a coordinator whose bus1ness it wottld 

be to keep in close c~ntact with former Btudenta, employees 

and resident faculty and to offer suggestions for changes and 

additions in curriculum content, methods of training and 

vocational opportunities. 

4 .In planning vocations for women it 1, a. recognised fact that 

every woman ia a potential homemaker. Conseq_uently, in addition 

to apecifte training for a particular vocation. general }:tom.

making courses should be, included in t he course of study. 

This survey indicated that OTer half of the graduates are 

married. 

An attempt t .o pron.de homemaking tr~ning has been made 

in the first two yea.re of the eurricu.lum. 'l'he fields o'f 

study in which the graduates have felt the need for further 

study have been mostly courses concerning the home and 1 ts 

acthi ties as landscape gardening, child develonmen.t. sele

ction of hous~ :f'urniahings, furniture renovation, and family 

relationships. It is interesting to note that no new courses 



were euggeated by the graduates but a change o 

with the present subjects. 

5.The returns from the home wrvey- indicated that graduate• 

a.re 11 ving in comfortable circumstance• w1 th many modern 

eon-.eniencea. Social, eduea.t1onal. an4 religloua organi

zations are ela1m1ng a major part of the leisure time. 

The majority a.re . keeping abreast of 81'lY' changes through 

current readings. 

6. 1'l'he curriculum of the Household .Arts Department o.ffered 

eapeoial appeal to lftallY. 'beoause of the opportuni t7 afforded 

tor creative npreasion. In selecting a vocation the choice 

was 11m1 ted somewhat to those wcationa offering immediate 

employment after graduation. 'l'hia was indicated b7 the 

fact that the two plans receiving the least number of 

choices. interior decoration and textile bu7ing and research. 

n-eed further atuey and expe~ ence before the student 1 s 

prepared for these -vocations. 

Since there ~ be a need for ehangea in the course of study 

of the Household Arts Department, &n obaer'TS.tion made by 13eulah I. Ooon 

concerning curricmlum changes 18 worth7 of consideratio!1. *Althattgh 

there is a merl t in organization and sepa:ra.t e courses ma,- be needed. 

what conatitutea a satisfa.oto17 basis for organizing these c9urses 

and a desi ra.ble sequence bet,reen c0t1.rse11 needs further study-. In 

helping the student to grow in all phases of )rl.~: . \ t-e :an~· deal rAa.1-
... . : ~. ~ ". ,:: .. . 

istioall7 with problems of modern lif e, \ mo1:e fe;,..ta rl\t'.qer than, . f. . r 
- . . ' . . . ... .. . . . . . ' . . . . . .... . 

facts will be usually needed; end these may :tten be. drawn :fi:o . . : :: ··. .. . . . ... : ··. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 



fields 1nste1:td of fror,1 the one field of s. g1 ven eourse.11-1 

A goal set by the Stephens College studs of grad'tmtes from va:rlm..ts 

t;v-pes of c011rses would ap:')ly to this study and furnish a fitting con

clusion in that "If we can teach young women to be intelligent consumers~ 

and I use the word in the lal'gest sense--eonsumers of the arts, of the 

sciences. of their own leisure time slld abilities, l might almost Sal' 

intelligent eonsumer8 of life-then we shall have achieved a gr~at 

deal and we shall have changed the :pattern of women's eduoation."2 

1 Problems of Rome Economics in Oollel",e Education. 'by "Ben.lol1 I. Coon, 
Journal of Home Economics. 30:g.3, Febrtiary 1938' 

2 Education. for '1'011mrrow. by Jp,.mes M. 'Wood., Woman's Hom8 ComprJlion, 
Ma,y 1939 
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QUES'PIODAIBE 

Name ____ ~----~~~~~Preaent Addres•.---~------__,.~--~----
St. No. Town State 

Year entered A. & M. ______ Tear graduated a.t A.&V. ___ _ 

Marital statue (Single, Married, lfidowed, Separated, or D1"91'ced) 

If' married: Date ·of marriage, ______ Occupation of httaband.___ 

----- N'umb,r o! chil.clr-en ______ Ages of children_. -----

:Before entering A. & • did :you U ve in town..__., __ e.1t7. __ count27 

o~ farm. ___ _ 
' . 

I. Occupational record aince lea"f'ing A. & M. (Kindly indicate rmmber 
of months. 

Before 

After 

II. What i~fluenced yon to choose Household Arts as 7our -.Jor 1n 
home ~nomtce? (Jnci?"Cle proper mmben) 

l. ftshed to become a wage eel'D.er 
2 . In:tluenee of other girls 

, 3. 4-B Club aeti'fitiee 
4. Parents encouragement 
5. Liked to do things w1 th han4.a as craft• 

( continued) 



6~ Desire to become a homemaker 
7. !'acpect ed to marry eventual.17 
g. Thought 1t to be a mo'!"e practical courae 
9. Course of' atuc.!7 

10. Liked inatructor.e 
11. No particular influence 
Other (des-crib>----------------

III. In what ways have 70u kept in. touch w1 th the departi:nent t . 
(Encircle proper numbers ) 

1~ Ha.ve attended school aince graduation at A. & M. 
2. V1.d ted the department 
3. Returned :t' or IIJromeeomi ng• 
4. Oorreapond with a member of the f'acul t7 
5. No special contact 
other (describe) _______________ _ 

IV. Check the field• in 1'hich 7ou haTe felt the need for tnrther 
etud7. (lllncircle proper numbers ) 
1. Engli9h 15. Choosing a husband 
2. Speech 16 . Meal pl anning snd ser'rlng 
3. Journalism 17~ Bu.trition 
4. Chemistry 18 . Child development 
5. Pa7cholog)" 19~ Clothing constructi on 
6. History- 20. Selection of men •s clothing 
7. Sociolog>r 21 . Textile and clothing bu)"ing 
S. Mathematics 22 . ii'extile teeUng 
9. Crafts 23. Clothing renovation 

10. Art 24 . Jurniture renomtion 
11. Managing time and energy 25~ Household mechanics 
12. Ma.na.ging personal and 26. Landscape gardening 

37 

family fina.ncea 27 . Selection of house furnishings 
13! Vocation selection 2g. Arrangement of house f'l:trniahingtt 

and guidanee 
14. Family relationah1pe 
Other (describe) _________ ___________ _ 

V. From 7our experience gh·e changes or add! tiona which you feel 
would strengthen the courses in the Household Arts Department. (Describe) _ _ _ _______ ________ ____ _ 

VI. Which of the following plane did. you select aa 7 r major in 
Household ArtaT (Eneirole proper number) 

l! Ooetume Designing and Dres81l8king 
2. Interior Decoration 
J. Tea.chin« 
4. General Cour•e 
5. Textile lhlying and 'l'ert1le Research 

VII. Did your four years ot college training 
1. g1 ve 7ou a greater appreciation of f'arm life 
2. create a dislike tor fa.rm life 
3. create a like for modern conveniences found in town 
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VIII. Have 7ou enrolled for additional schooling since receiving 7our 
degree at A. & M. t Yes lfo If so, kindly fill in the 
following: 

Datea Attended 

IX. Home Survey 
A.. St1;1tus of home ownership: (Encircle proper number) 

1. :ru.11 owner 
2. Part owner 
3 •• 'l'enant 
4 Other~----------------------~~--------~ 

B. Which of the follo1'1ng 1 tams do ;you havet (lneircle pr-aper 
number) 
1. Automobile 
2. llectric iron 
3. Electric sweeper 
4. J'u.rna.ce 
5. Indoor toilet 
6. Piano 

12. 

Radio 
Runn1 ng water 
Sewing mach1 ne 
Telephone 
Refrigerator 

Ice Mechanical 
~ove ~~ 

Wood Gas Electric 
Oil~~ ....... ~ -----

C. Row many rooms do you have in your house? (Other than halls, 
bath and storage) Ot these, how many are 
bedroom st ____ ~--~--~ 

D. Do you keep a record of e:xpenaeat (lnc1rcle .proper nwn.ber) 
1. Alwqs 2. Usuall7 3. Sometimes 4. Wever 

E. Do you plan ahead how mu.ch y9u a.re going to spend for food, 
clothing, etc •• each month? (Encircle proper number) 

1. Always 2. Usually- 3. Sometimes 4. Wever 

!". Attendance to household duties. (Encircle p roper num'ber) 
l. All work done b7 sel t 
2. Some outaide help secured 
3. All outside help secured 

G. Do you sew for your children? (Eneirele proper number) 
1. Alwa:r• 2. Usually- 3. Sometimes 4. Wenr 
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H. Do 7 '18ke yoor own cloth1ngt . (llneirele propg number) 
1. Always 2. Usual.17 3. SometiMea 4. Bever 

I. Do ~ ael ct and ca.re for your husband'• cloth1~g? 
(Encircle praper number) - ...., 

1. A.lwqa 2. Ueuall;r 3~ So times 4. Ne..er 

J. l,;tdicate the reading material th,;Lt comea regnl.arly to 70ur 
home: (Encircle proper numbers) . 
l, Dat ly paper 11, La.di ea'- H()m:e Journal 
2. Snnd&T paper 12, Id :te 

. 3! Weekly paper 13! McCall'• 
4~ Church periodical 14, Parents' He.gasine 
5. Lodge periodical 15~ Bewa Week 
6. American lfagasine 16. Photoplq 
7. :BAtter Home• and Gardens 17, Readers• Digest 
8. Consumere' Re•earch 18. Sat~ Jh'P.Ding Poat 
9. Good Housekeeping 19. Others ...... --------

_ 10. lfygei& 

K. 'J!o what organ1u.tiona do you belong at preaentt (Star thoae 
in which you hold or held ot:tice, and gin the title ot 
the office. For example: Par~nt-'l'eachera Association• 
Secl'etary) (lneirele proper numbers) 
1. lfone 7. IUaaionary Societ,: __ _ 
2. Bridge 01.ub 8 . Parent-'l'eachera Assn._ 
3, Church 9. bdq School ____ _ 
4. Coopers.ti ve 10. Wo1Den' • Club _____ _ 
5. Lodge 11. Stuq 01.uba ____ _ 
6. Okla. Rome lconomiea 

Assoc.~~-,-..-----
oth rs (Describe) _________________ _ 



Mrs. OrTal Celd~rhead 

!'ypiat 


