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PREFACE 

Our 11Y1ng 1s to a great extent 1rd'l.uenoe4 b7 the.re

sults of atan4ar41sat1one 1n our phya1oal aurro\lDC'llnga. We 

aooep, and appreoiate the •~luea ot these a\andard1sat1ona 

when we deal w1'11 IIZSS, WEIGHTS, orMKASUBS. !here oan be 

no doubt about the Yalu• or etandar41zation 1111nduat17 or 

commeroe. Zleotr1o light aookeu, the eh1t'tlng ot geara 1n 

autoac»bUea, and the ke7boar4 or a t1J)ewr-1ter are 8XAJ!lplee 

wh1oh show the neoeaaity and Yalue ot e'tanctar41saUon. 

111 

Zduoat1on ha• no, eaoape4 the 1ntlueaoe ot atandar4-

1u.t1on. our pop1llat1on la a vanalent one, and. a mOYing, 

shifting population needs an4 daeervea a wll 4at1ned ayetea 

ot standar41sat1on. The traneient aohool ohild.ehould tit 

1nto h1a new eDTironaent w1thou, being a miat1t. 

There are oertain un4en1able trutha perta1n1ag to 

aohool planu and their equj.paent which woulcl be Juat as 

applloable to one looal1ty as another. School children the 

world over compare tavorabl.J with eaoh other 1n maay reepeete. 

It la an 1ul1not1ve desire of all ohildren to plq, and thus 

th~ deaand tor plaJ' gro'llllda and playgrounA equipment 1a creat

ed. All oh1l~n muet haYe light to NNL4 b,-, toilet acoom

modat1ona, seating a.ocommo4at1one, water to 4r1nlc, and ahel'

er fro• the eleaenla. In ,heae pbaaea ot school plant a 4e

a1rable and workable aet of standard• oan be eatabliahed, 

and more are being a,rived at and ea,abliahed •••r, year. 

Thia•'~ a,tempts to ahow the school plant atandarda 



iv 

that have been established by va:r;,1ous state deparctments 

in the United States. 

1ng degre.es of emphaa1i3 which different regions ot ttte 

United StA.tea plaoe upon various phaaes of the Urt1~d States • 
. \ ·;\ . 

This etud.7 is eonoei•ned not so m.uoh w1.th what should '-~a dom~, 

but with whe_t ~s been done in the field of tchool plant· 

standerd.1z.at1on. 

P. C • · ICe.nnercl.y 
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I . 

OHAPTER I 

INTRODUOTIOB 

Th.la 1tud7 is oonoerned with certain stat• agenoie1 

for atan4ard1z1ng rural and elementary aohools. !his 1tud7 

attempts to show, with the aid ot tables and an explanation 

ot these tables, the Yary1ng degrees ot eapbas1a wh1oh dif

ferent regions ot t~e United States plaoe upon various phases 

of the achool plant. To atudJ the maD.7 parts ot school 

plants, with their miscellaneous equipment, and to discover 

the attitudes ot state depe.naenta in regard to the impor

tance or non-illlportanoe of these many parts, and partioular-

17 theil" beliefs as to whether these parts should be atan4-

ard1zed, is the 1n1plr,tion and pr1no1pal foundation upon 

which this study rests. 

STANDARDIZATIOI 

Whether b7 general uaage, the innntive genius ot man, 

the constant aearoh ot aank1nd tor greater oonven1ence in 
' living, or any other reason, the taot is quite evident that 

our living is to a great exteni influenced b7 the results 

of atandardizationa 1n our phyaiaal aurroun41nga. Hats, 

1hoe1, auits, 1n fact practically eve1"7,h1ng we wear, are 

apoken of as being 1n SIZES. We weigh our tood, buy and 

sell it b7 standards ot weights end -.olumes. We have gone 

ao far as to plaoe standard& upon beau,7 and health, and to 

an appreciable extent our language and customs are standard

ized. 

There can be no doubt about the value ot standardization 

1 



in industry and commerce. The shifting of gears in auto

mobiles, the key-board or a typewriter, electric light 

sockets, and many other forms of standardization have made 

the products of industry as usable and practical in one 

part of the country as another . 

Education has not escape~ the influence of standard

ization. Our population 1s a moving, shitting one, and with 

each move of our population a need for standardization in 

education is created. Sinoe our population is a transient 

one, it is important that schools have some degree ot stand

ardization . Children transferring from one school to another 

should be able to fit into their new environment without 

having to over-haul their educational and sooial·selves. 

Care has been exercised to make our light bulbs fit any 

socket 1n any locality, and it is even more important that 

there be some semblance or educational standard1za.t1on 

throughout the country as a whole wh1oh will help the tran

sient child fit into his new school environment.without 

being the proverbial round peg 1n a square hole. 

The demand for educational standardization 1s strong 

and far-reaching. Dr. Pruett has listed ten organizations 

and agencies which part icipate in the movement for edu

cational standard1zat1on.l They are : 

1. State laws in the different states which cover 
nearly every phase of educational standardization. 

1Pruett, Haskell, "School Plant Requirementsu, Doctors Thesis, 
George Peabody College for Teachers, Nashville, Tenn., 1933. 

2 



2. Governmental machinery, both federal .and state, 
with 1te many boa rds and commissions. 

3 . The Five Regional Accrediting Associations 
operating in the United States such as t he North 
Central Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools, and the Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools in the Southern States. 

4. Teachers Organizations, county, state, and 
national . 

5, Special Organizations, such as the Society for 
the Prevention of Blindness . 

6! School Pa trons Organizations, as the Parent
Teacher Association. 

7, Educational Survey Staffs rrom colleges and 
universities. 

8. Philanthropic Organ1tations, as the Julius 
Rosenwald Fund, the Jeannea and Slater Funds, 
and the General Education Board. 

9 . Commercial Organizations, such as manufacturers 
and book publishers. 

10. Social Organizations and Civio 01ubs. 

SCHOOL PLANT STANDARDIZATION 

To a cert~1n extent, school plant standardization is 

influenced by every one of the ten agencies listed above . 

School plant standardization has been called a by-product 

of educational standardization, _and as such, .has felt the 

influence of these ten agencies . 

No attempt will be made in this study to prove that 

t here should be a rigid; unbending standard. f'or school 

plants in all of their details. School plant standards 

must f'it the whole and at the same time fit each part o'f" 

t he whole. To say tha t Florida and Maine need the same 

type of school plant 1s carrying standardization beyond its 

true purpose, but 1n any state, in any climate, there are 

certain undeniable truths pertaining to school plants and 

t heir equipment which would be Just as applicable to one 



locality as to another. Normally speaking, ohild,ren the 

world over compare favorably w1th each other in regard to 

size, habits of play, the desire to play and exercise, and 

in other characteristics peculiar to children. It can be 

sa1d without reservation t h A. t desirable play apparatus 1s 

an asset to any school in any l cality. Correct posture 

is desirable in any school room, and a standard furniture 

which would fit the different age groups of any school would 

not only have a tendency to inspire correct posture but 1n 

a ay would help answer the cry for educational equality. 

Children must have light to read by, air to breathe ., space 

enough to move and play comfortably, toilet accommodat ions, 

and many other things hioh every school owes to every one 

of its ch ildren. In these phases of school plant a desir

able and workable standard can be set up, and more are 

being arrived at and established every year . 

4 



CHAPTER II 

METHODS OF PROCEDURE 

This study 111 be divided into twenty-two oha.pters, 

each chapter devoted to one of the important parts of the 

school plant . Teken as a whole, the information as it per

tains to each art of the school plant will be presented 1n 

the form of tables. Bulletins and score cards fron nineteen 

states ere studied, and a serious attempt has been made to 

present every important fact pertaining to school plants of 

the rura l and elenentary schools or these nineteen states. 

Not 11 o the forty-eight states of this country are 

represented in this study. Thirty..:.s1x state departments or 
educa tion were contacted. Tb.1rty-s1x states •1ere asked for 

a. bulletin or a core card which would give some information 

pertaining to the standards for rural and elementary schoo1e 

in each state. Thirty-four states answered in some form, 

.some of them sending their bulletins or score ea.rds or bo~h, 

and others explaining why such material could. not be sent. 

Requests for score cards or bulletins were sent to the 

following states: Alabama, California, Florida, Georgia., 

Io a, Kansas, Kentuoky, Arkansas, Colorado, Idaho, Illinois,, 

Lou1s1 na, Maryland, Massachusetts , :t.Uchigan, Minnesota, 

Missiaslpp~, Montana, 1seour1, Nebraska , Nevada, New York 

(Ne York State College of Agriculture), North Carolina, 

N0 rth Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, South 

Carolina, Texas, Tennessee, Vermontt Ves t Virginia, Wisconsin, 

yom1ng , Wa shington. 

5 



In many instances here no definite information 1n the 

form of a bul letin or sc re card cold be obtained trom a 

state, partial answer to the problem involved in this 

study as found i n t he reasons hy such material could not 

be sen·~. In a state here t here were absolutely no stand

ards at all for rural and elementary schools our problem 

w&s solved from the beginning. In other states no material 

&s a vailable for distribution , the standards ere old and 

out of date . The impression gained from the replies made 

by thes e states as that t hey were either do ing not hing or 

very 11~tle to develop standards for rura l and elementary 

schools. 

It mi ght be a source of interest and information to 

observe t h e reasons why informat ion perta i ning to rura l 

so ool standards could not be obtained. It 1s quite inter

estinB to note, and no doubt it 111 be a surprise to many 

educators and school patrons alike, t hat the state of 

Massachusetts has no standards for rural and elementary 

schools. One would naturally think that a state as old 

and progressive as t he state of Massaohusett would have the 

latest and very best standards, but such is not the ca se, 

ho ever, Massachusetts i s making a survey of rural schools 

and a report based on t h i s survey will be available by t h e 

end of t h is school year of 1938-39. Perhaps a set of stand

ards will come out of t h e findings of this survey. 

The sta te of Michigan ha s published nothing perta ining 

to rural school standards since t h e issuance of bulletin 

6 



54 "Rural Schoolhouses". This bulletin wa.s published in 

1923, and is therefore sixteen ye -rs old and considered out 

of date. e only late stand..i:;rds t t pertain to the rural 

an element~ry schools ~f Michigan are found 1n the ~ioh1gan 

School Bui ding Lew, Act 306, Public Aots of 1937. The 

standards found 1n this 1 r a.pply to nothing but the school 

b 1ld1ng. Nothing is seid about the yard, or the building 

e _uipment 

Pennsylvania haA no stande.rds e.vaila.ble for distribution. 

Maryl rmd has no standards available for dis tribution and 

none has been issued since 1926. Kentucky has compiled no 

sta.nda.rds since 1930, and Colorado 1s not 1SRu1ng new pub

lications at thio ti r,e. 

I examining the mater1 1 from the states that re

sponded to a plea. for a btlletin or score oard, it 111 be 

vrell to 11st the stat s i th their contributions. The 

follo.ing states, listed alphabetically , contributed in

formation , ich helped 1n this stucly. 

1. Alabama 

2. Florida 

3. Georgia 

Alabama submitted a bulletin pub
lished in 1936 called "Standards 
~or the Olasa1f1cation or Elemen
tary Schools 11 • 

The J'l.orida State Department of 
Education sent a bulletin, "Stand
ards f Of Florida Elementary Schools 11 • 

This bulletin was published August 
1, 1936. 

Georgia sent a bulletin prepared by 
the Georgia Oomm1ss1on on Standard 
Elementary Schools called HQfflclal 
Bulletin on Standards". This bulle
tin 1s marked for school year 1936-37. 

7 



4 . Iowa 

5. X:a.naa s 

6 . Miss issippi 

7 . M1ssour1 

8 . Nebraska 

9 . North Dakota 

·10 . New York 

11. Ohi o 

12. Oklahoma 

The I owa State Department of Edu
cation cont ributed a r a ting oard 
c~lled ttRAting Card For Stand&rd 
Rural Schoolsn. 

The Kansas Sta te Department of 
Education sent a bulletin which ias 
publ ished . in 19~7, MRural School 
Bulletin" . 

~he 11ssiss1pp1 State DepartmAnt or 
Education contributed a bulletin 

h ich came out in 1938 called 11 Reg
ulat1ons For Standardizing Elemen
tary Schools In Mississippi", 
bulletin number 93 . 

-
The material trom Missouri came 1n 
the form of a manual cal ed "Missouri 
Manual tor Rural School 01':f'ioers 11 ~ 
This manual was published_ in 1938. 

'l'be Nebraska Stat e Department or 
Educat ion contributed a bulletin 
called "Rural Education Moving 
Forward, Bulletin K". This bulletin, 
a revised edition, ca.me out in the 
year 1938. 

The ma terial from North Dakota was 
li~i t ed to that found in a folder , 
"Explanation or Requ~remente for 
Standar 1zation of Rural Schools" . 

Ne York State College of Agricul
ture a.t Cornell University, Ithaca , 
New York, contributed a bulletin, 
one of the regular Cornell Exten
sion Bulletins , called "Improving 
the School-Bu1ld1ng Fao111t1e's of 
One- and Two-Teacher Districts 
through Measurement". This wa a 
published i n t he year 1922. 

The Depar tment of Education for the 
state of Ohio submitted a bulletin 
called .. The State Program for Ele
mentary Edueation" . No date is 
given . 

The Oklahoma s t andards ere obta i n
ed from a bulletin kno n aa Bulle
tin No. 118-J, "Model and Accredited 
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Elementnr y School Bulletin" . '.Phis 
bulletin ~as published in 1938 . 

13. Oregon The standards for Oregon are found 
in a rating card in the form ot a 
bulletin called ttstandards for 
Oregon Rurel Elementary Schools 11 , 

published in 1937. 

14 . Ve:r·mont 'J."he standards for Ver mont are found 
inn st te de~rrt rnent of educa tion 
bulletin, Bulletin No. I, published 
i n 1929, called 11 '1'he Rural School s 
of Vermont - A guide for t heir Im
provement and Stand.ard1ze.t1on". 

15. Tennessee The Tennessee State Department or 
•ducation sent a form used in that 
state for check! g elem~ntary 
schools seeking etate approval for 
the sc ool yesr 1938039. This form 
is known as the •Rura l Elementary 
Schoo . Ste.nnard.i zat1on Reporttt. 

16. Washington 1ash1ngton has a r ting card known 
a s the ,llStandard School Ra.ting Card 
tor a shington Rural Schools" . This 
particular oard ws s devised in the 
year 192?. 

17. Wyoming The rura l school s tandards submitted 
by the state of Wyoming a.re found in 
state depcrtment of educat ion 
bulletin, Bulletin No. 2, Series B, 
oalled, "Official Score Sheet For 
Rural Schools". 

18 . ~est Virginia The rural school standar ds submitted 
by the state department of education 
of the state of ~est Virginia are 
found in t wo r ating or measut·ing 
bulletins. One, rorm 6, 1s known as 
11 Standards f'or 0lass1f'1ed Elementary 
Schools - State of West Virg1n1a 8 • 

The other, form 6A, is known a s 
"Measurements For Rating Achievement . 
in Unclass1t1ed One-Room and Graded 
Elementary Schools of West Virginia". 

19. Louisiana Louitiana contributed a small rating 
sheet bAaring t he t itle, "Report For 
Stat e Approved Elementary Schools and 
For Those Seeking Appro,val". 

9 
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An examination of the material listed above will show 

that a decided difference exists between many ot the states 

in regard to the ma ter1al they have on rural school standards. 

If one were to judge t hese states by their bulletins or score 

cards it would be an easy matter to adopt the opinion that 

some states are doing a great deal more than others in their 

efforts to establish rural school standards. Regardless ot 

the work of the respective states studied in regard to 

their actual rural standardizing programs, to the out-sider 

looking on from a distance, bulletins or other printed 

material issued by the departments of eduoat1on of these 

states afford the only means for obtaining enlightment on 

the attitudes of these states in reference to their school 

programs. One faet ie outstanding: Too many states do not 

have enough material covering their own programs. I t would 

seem that any state should have enough printed material to 

at le ast cover the needs of its own schools. It is sur

prising to observe tha t states l ike Texas, Pennsylvania, 

Mas sachusetts, Maryland, Iowa, and Color ado, have absolutely 

no bulletins at all on rural standards except for a few old 

copies which are kept on permanent record. 

It is interesting to observe the titles of the bulletins 

issued by the nineteen states studied in this survey. Out 

of nineteen titles, eight states have emphasized the word 

"rural*. These states are Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, 

Vermont, Washington, Wyoming, and North Dakota. Seven states 

Alabama, Florida, M1ss1ss1pp1, Ohio, Oklahoma, West Virginia, 



Louisiana have used the ord "elementary". Two states, 

Oregon and Tennessee , have used a oomb1nat1on of the two 

words, "rural and elementary• and two bulletins, one from 

Georgia, and one from Cornell University in New York, hav, 

neither of the two words in. the titles of their bulletins. 

It the bulletins or printed matter issued by these ~tate 

departments are to be Judged by their merits or demerits, 

11 

some bulletins by virtue of their greater completemess, 

clarity, and thoroughness, must by necessity be given a great

er value than others. Six bulletins seem to stand far abo,re 

the others in this respeot. Perhaps the standards of these 

six states were no better than the standards of the other 

states, but it was obvious that theBa ·s1x states· were doing 

more to present their aims and asp1ra.t;1ons 1n a ooncise, 

dependable manner than the other states included in this 

study. TJ,.eae six states are Kansas, Mississippi, Missouri, 

Nebraska, Oklahoma , and Vermont. 

Nineteen states make up slightly less t han forty per

cent of the total United States, but the nineteen states 

examined in this. study touoh every geographical center o-f 

the United States. The states included in t his study range 

trom Vermont in the New England States to Florida in th 
\ 

far southeast. The South, the Southweat, the Central Sta~es, 
\ 

both north and sou th, the West and the Pac1t1c Coa st are 

all represented. Because of this it 1s hoped that this 

study will give a fair 1nd1eat1on of what the United States 



as a whole th1nks of· rural and elementary school standards. 

METHOD OF PRESENTING MATERIAL 

Nineteen ohaptere will be devoted to the material found 

in the nineteen state bulletins and score oa.rds. The number 

of states has no bearing upon the number of chapters; thus 

it 1e a. mere ooino1dence that nineteen states are 1noluded 

in a study that has nineteen ohapters devoted to the ma

terial found in the bulletins or this number of states. 

Every chapter will have at lea.st one table which will con

tain brief but thorough 1ntormation relating to the part ot 

school plant studied., viewed :trom the standards of several 

states .. Each chapter will contain an explanation and. com

mentary covering the material presented in each table. 

Beginning with chapter three, the topics studied and 

discussed, with their many sub-top1os I are: 

S0H09L BUILDINGS (Chapter III) 
1. Plan or bu1ld1ng 
2. Materials in c.onstruetion 
3 . Location 
4. Minimum cost 

CLASS ROOMS (Chapter IV) 1: Number of rooms 
2, Size of rooms 
3. Shape of room 
4. Number and type of exits 
5. Loeat1on o~ rooms 

LIGH'f (Chapter V) 
1. Window placement 
2, Quantity of light 
3. Size of windows 
4. Shades 5: Artificial lighting 
6. Lighting special rooms 

HEAT (Chapter VI) 
1 . Kinds or heating equipment 
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2~ L.ooation of heating plant 
3. Quantity of heat 
4~ Thermometers 
5. Fuel room 

FURNITURE FOR CLASS ROOMS (Chapter VII) 
1. Number of seats and desks 
2~Size of seats and desks 
3. Types or seats and desks 
4. Condition of sea.ts and desks 

MISCELLANEOUS FURNITURE (Chapter VIII) 
1 . Teacher's desk 
2 ~ Lookers 
3. Storage cupboards 
4. Bulletin board 
5~ Book shelves 
6. Waste paper baskets 
7 . Pencil sh rpeners 

LIBRARY (Chapter IX) 
1. Size ot library room 
2. Number of book$ 
3~ Amount of money for books 
4. Replacement 
5. Shelving 
6. Floors and floor coverings 
7. Location of library room 
8. Library equipment for students--ohairs, tables, 

desks, etc. 

oFrIQE (Chapter X) 
1 . Size 
2 . Location 
3. Oft1oe Equipment 

A. Book cases 
B. Cabinets 
a~ Ohaire 
D~ Desks 
E~ Duplicator or mimeograph 
r. Filing cabinet 
G. Typewriter 
H. Telephone 
I. Mail box 

GYMNASIUM (Chapter XI) 
l~ Size 
2 . Location 
3. Floor 
4~ Number of exits and type 
5. Seating 
6 . Typical Gymnasium equipment 

13 



LUNCH ROO {Chapter XII) 
1. Location 
2 . Size 
3. Room equipment 
4. Stor ge space for lunches 

AUDITORIU (Chapter XIII) 
1. S1ze 
2 . Seating 
3. Stage equipment 
4 •. Dressing rooms 

VI SUAL EDUCATION E·Q,UIPMENT' (Chapter XIV) 
1. Maps 
2~ Charts 
3. Globes 
4. Mot1on Pictures 
5~ Still picture projection 
6. Burlaps and boards for displays 
7. Museums. 

TOILETS (Chapter XV) 
1. Location 
2. Size 
3. Number of toilets 
4. Location of toilets 
5 . Care of toilets 

PLAYGROUND (Chapter XVI) 
1 ! S1te 
2. Location 
3 . X>'rainage 
4. T pe of ground, grass, sand, eto. 
5 . Playground equipment 

SAFETY TO LIFE (Ohapter XVII) 
1. Corridors 
2. Fire escapes 
3! Fire alarms 
4. Fire extinguishers 
5. Stairiarays 
6. Foundation 
7. Storm cave 

AESTHE,'l'I.C ( Chapter XVIII) 
1. Color and finish of walls 

A~ Class room walls 
B. Library walls 
C. Music room walls 

2. Oe111.ng 
3. Interior decorations 
4. Exterior decorations 
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TEACHER ACCOMMODATIONS (Chapter XIX) 
l. Teacherage 
2. Teachers dormitory 
3. Garage 

SCHOOL YARD (Chapter XX) 
1. Location 
2. Size 
3. Drainage 
4. Trees 
5. Flowers 
6. Shrubs 
7~ Flag pole 
B. Walks and drives 

MISCELLANEOUS I TEMS (Chapter XXI) 
1! Drinking :raci11t1es 

A, Drinking fountains 
2. Washing and bathing f ao111ties 

A. Lavoratories 
B. Soap dispenser 
C. Towels 

3, First Aid equipment 
4. Blackboards 
5. Clocks, radio, public address system, flags 
6. Care of rubbish 

15 
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CHAPTER III 

THE SCHOOL BUILDING 

The problem 1n this chapter on school buildings is to 

determine by the study of state department bulletins and 

score cards the degree or importanee placed upon t~e sch)ol 

buildings for rural schools over the United States. Various 

questions arise, such as: What type of school building is 

approved by the different states! What materials are sug

gested? Does each state have a certain size for its school 

buildings? Where do these states say that a school building 

should be located? Or, do the various state departments 

consider t he school building at all? 

A partial answer to these questions is found in Table 

No. I. 

A study of this table will show tha t the nineteen states 

mentioned in this study, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Iowa, 

Kansas, Louisiana, ?iiss1ssi pp1, Missouri, Nebraska, North 

Dakota, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Vermont, Tenn

essee, Washington, Wyoming, and West Virginia, have no de

finite requirements in regard to a school building plan. 

None of these states mentioned a. de:f'1nit.e plan. A few 

states, Kansas, Nebraska, and Vermont, suggest a few plans 

that could be used, but these plans were suggestions only 

and they could be accepted or rejected according to the 

opinions or the various districts and school boards. This 

evidence tends to show that the various state departments 

of eduoati::m are not assuming a dictatorial air in regard 



to the school building plans of the various communities. It 

appears that a definite effort has been made to leave the 

plan of the school bu1ld.1ngs in the hands of the school 

boards and patrons who build and use them. No effort has 

been made to force any one type of plan upon prospective 

builders. A board of education has been given the righ t to 

construct a building tha t will fit the particular need and 

taste of its community. Where Spanish architecture 1a ap

proved and ardently supported in one part of the country, 

American Colonial, or American odern, .might be Just as 

strongly supported in another locality. 

No effort ls made by these nineteen states to set up a 

definite or detailed list of materials to be used 1n the 

construction of school plants. Four states did not mention 

materials . Kansas, Missouri, North Dakota, and Ohio, were 

conspicious by the _:raot that not even paint wa.s mentioned 

1n their bulletins . The other fifteen states had only 

meager requirements. The usual requirement was a mere ref

erence to paint , and in all, fifteen states mentioned paint 

in some form. Alabama re~lations say that the school 

building "must be painted". Florida says the same thing, 

buildings 11 must be painted". Georgia regulations say . that 

the school plant must have a 11proper exterior finish". 
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Iowa says that school buildings must be "properly painted". 

Kansas regulations say nothing about paint or other mate~ials . 

Louisiana and M1 ss1es1pp1 mention paint as a requirement • . 

Missouri says nothing about paint or any other materials. 



Nebraska mentions paint as a requirement. North Dakota reg

ulations do not mention building materials. New York reg

ulations go a little further than the ordinary require

ments by stating that "first grade lumber and pa1nt 11 must be 

used. Ohio say s nothing about paint or any other materials. 

Oklahoma and Oregon mention paint as their only requi rements 

in regard to materials. Vermont says that there must be 

"standard materials and paint". Tennessee, Washington and 

Wyoming have paint as the1r only requirement, while West 

Virginia says that "durable materials and paint" must be 

used. 

'Phis evidence will show that little or nothing is being 

done by moat states to develop rigid standards pertaining 

to the materials to be used in school pl ant construction. 

Stone, brick, stucco, tile, lumber or any othe.r material 

which 1e considered attractive and practical seems to meet 

the requirements of" the states included in this study. I n 

other words; if the building sa.t1sf1es its patrons, if it 

is practical and safe, the various states have very little 

say that would materially change its design or materials . 

Eleven states make no mention of the location of the 

building. Eight states make hardly more than suggestion as 

to where the school bu1ldin.g should be located. Alabama 

regulations say that the location must be "satisfactory". 

Georgia says that the location must be "accessible"' . Kansas 

say s tha t the location must be a "proper • one. Missouri reg

ulations call for a "suitable" location. Nebraska says that 

18 



States 

Ala . 

Fla. 

Ga. 

Iowa 

Kans. 
La. 
Miss. 

Mo. 

Nebr • 
N. D. 

N. Y. 

Ohio 
Okla.". 
Oreg . 

Vt. 
Tenn. 
Wash. 
Wyo . 

w. Va . 

':' ABLE NO • I 

THE REQ,UIR..ti:MENTS I U REGARD TO CERTAIN PHASES 
OF THE SCHOOL BUILDING 

Is a I s -
def"i- the 
nite loea-
plan tion 
re- Are definite men- Is a min1-
quir- materials t1on- What is the loc- mum coat 
ed? reau1red'l ed? ation su~gested~ suS?i:r.ested? 

Must be Must be 
No na1nted Yes sa.tisf'aotory No 

Must be 
No oainted No No 

Proper 
exterior Must be 

No finish Yes accessible No 
Properly 

No oainted No No 
Proper 

No No Yes loca tion No 
No Paint No No 
No Paint No No 

Suitable 
No No Yes location No 

Well baek 
. No Paint Yes :rrom road No 
No No No No 

nrst grade Set a t one side 
lumber and and near the 

No oaint Yes front No 
I Good location 

No No Yes and suitable No 
No Paint No No 
No Paint No .lo 

Standard Well drained, 
·materials attractive, 

Mo and paint Yes healthful No 
No Paint No No 
No Paint No No 
No Paint No No 

Durable 
materials 

No and na1nt No No 
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the school building must be set "well back from the road 11 • 

Ne York regulations call for a site 11 set a t one side and 

near the front". Ohio says tha t the location must be a "good 

one and suitable". Vermont, going a little beyond the usual 

1•egulationo found, says that the school building should be 

located ln a "well drained, at tractive, healthful place" . 

No attempt 1s made in this particular chapter to show 

any regulations which pe,rtain to the school ground or the 

location of t he school ground. The a~ove information has 

reference to only the building itself. This information is 

meant as an ans· er for such questions as : Do the states 

require that a definite location or part of a school ground 

be designa~ed as a site for the school building or buildings? 

Do the states say that a school building should faoe a 

definite direction? 

From the evidence obtained one oould answer an empha

tic "no" to these questions . Except for two references, 

the one of Nebraska which says the building must be set 

"well back from the road", and the one of New York which 

says it must be set «at one side and near the front 11 , 

nothing precise or distinct is manifested 1n the regulations 

concerning the location o~ the building proper on the 

grounds. 

No state has attempted to set a minimum cost for rural 

school buildings . ~is means that the cost of the school 

building is left entirely up t o the individual school dis

tricts. The question has often arisen as to whether or not 
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1t would be: bet;te:r' f'or s.ou1t1 type of a regulation ·to be made 

1l/h:lch ,;:;ould s&ty tht, 1~ eo mt.wh should be spent for eacl1 phnse 

of the sehcol plant; making the minimum cost enough to .in

sure a sound, adequate pl£.;nt. But the states included in 

this study ·we.re unanimous in their utter disregard of any 

regulc~tion or this type. 

It is interesting ·to note the greeet clif:t'erences exist

ing between the states regarding the e.mphe.sis plaGed upon 

the school building 1n comparison to the other phrt.s:es of the 

school as.: &l whole. A study of Tal>le No. II, will show that 

e. wide variation is nrade by the states. !he scc>re cards of 

four·teen st@tea were studied in an effort to determine whe~t 

part was given to the school building by each state on their 

Mississippi, and Wyomingi have 1000 po1.nts as the highest 

possible score that a school can earn. Four states, Oregon, 

Tennessee, Washington, and West Virginia, have 100 points as 

the highest possible score. Louisiana asks 53.questions 

·which pertains to all phases of a rural school. Vermont 

has 200 questions as its highest poss1ble score. L'!issouri 

treats its scoring on a percentage basis, 100% 1s give~ a.$ 

the highest possible score for each part or the school. 

Oklahoma has 2000 points. 

Out of a thousand pogsible points, Alabama bas reserved. 

210 points tor ·the school building, which is 2l% of the total 

score. Alabama has ple;.ced more emphasis upon the part of 

score card maJ•ked. TEAOHI1,:G than any other :part, giving 300 



points to th1s particular part. 

Out of' a thousand total points, Georgia has given 130 

points to the school building t1'.1'hioh is 13,% of the total num

ber of points. Georgia also emphasizes the part of the 

score card marked TEACHER, giving 285 points to this divis

ion of the card. 

Iowa gives 180 points of a_ total of 1000 points to the 

division of the score ca.rd marked SCHOOL BUILDING. This 1s 

18% of the total score,, and the greatest emphasis 1s placed 

upon ·TEACHER AND ORGANIZATION, w.1th 310 points. 

Kansas has 185 points for the school building out or a 

total of 1000 points. Thie is 18.5% of the total numbe.r of 

points. Kansas emphas1ze.s the division of the score marked 

EQ,UIPI'iiENT more than any other part. This division of the 

oard received 335 points. 

Out of 53 questions, 13 were asked on the school build

ing by the score card .of the state of Louisiana. This is 

24. 5% of the total number of questions aslted,_ whieh is great

er than the emphasis placed upon any other pert of the 

Louisiana. rural school. Lou1s:1ane, is the only state out 

of the fourteen states listed in Table No. II which gave a 

greater number of points to the school building than any 

other.part of the score card. 

KUss1ss1pp1 devoted 200 questions, or 20% of the total 

1000 points, to the part of the card marked SCHOOL BUILDING. 

Mississippi stressed TEACHERS more than any other part, giv

ing 267 points to this particular division of the card. 
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TABLE NO . II 

GREATEST NU BER OF POIN'i.1S WHICH CAN BE EARNED BY THE SCHOOLS 
OF FOURTEEN STATES AND THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE SCHOOL 

BUI LDING VITH OTH·R PARTS OF THE RURAL SCHOOL IN REGARD TO 
ITS I UPORTANCE AS SHOW BY POINTS DtSIGNATED TO IT 

Highest 
possible 
scor e No . of Percentage 
given points of total 
to a reserved score de ... Part or school 
rural for soh 1 l voted to program receiv-

Sta tes school building buildin~ ing most noints 

Ala. 1000 210 21i Teaching (500) 

Ga. 1000 130 13% 'l'eacher (285) 

Iowa 1000 180 _18$ "'!"each. & Org. {310) 

Kans. 1000 185 18.5% Eauioment (335) 

63 
questions 

to be 13 
La . answered questions 24.5% Building 

Miss. 1000 200 20% Teacher s (267) 

100% 
devoted 
to each 

Mo. oart 100 10% Eaual 

400 
Okla. 2000 (minimum) 20% Eau1oment (500 Mini. 

Orell. 100 19 19$ Teaching & Organ. 

Vt. 200 42 21% Teacher-nuoil (100) 

Tenn. 100 8 8% !each . Procedure (17' 

Wash. 100 20 20% Eaulpment (24) 

WYO . 1000 155 15.5% Teacher-puoil (450) 

W. Va . 100 13! 13.5~ Pr1n. & Teacher (34) 
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Okl1E1harna gave 20% .of its card to the division covering 

school buildings. OklahoDa stressed_ EQUIPMENT more than any 

othe:r• part, with 500 minimma points devoted to equipment. 

Oregon used 19% of 1 ts score carcl for the part devoted 

to school buildings. This is e. 11 ttle less than the empha

sis placed upon TEACHING AND ORGANIZATION. 

Vermont s 21% of its card, or 42 out of 200 questions, 

covering school buildings. Vermont stressed the division of 

itc card marked TEACHF:R-PUPIL, with half of the total number 

of.' points going to this division. 

Tennessee's percentage of points going to the school 

building is the srrwllest of the group. Only 8% of the card 

is gi ".fen over to the SCHOOL BUILDING. TEACHING PH.ocrn:m:mE 

received 17 points of the total 100 for first place 011 the 

Tennessee card. 

Washington, w1 th H toti:tl of 100 points, uses 20 points 

or 20% of the total fop the pc1rt of the C!trd. used :for grad-

ing the BUILDING. shington stresses EQUIPirTENT more ths,n 

any other single division, using 24 pointB for this. 

Wyoming uses 155 points out o.f 1000 fo:r the ps.rt cover

ing the SCHOOL BUILDH!G. This is 15.5% of the total. 

Wyoming stresses the divislor. of the card marked TEACHER

PUPIL, using 450 points for this. 

';fest Virginia uses 13. 5% of its C,?rd for the SCHOOL 

BUILDING. The division inarked. Principal and Teacher receives 

34 points out of 100 for first place. 

'.Louis1.s:m~1 him devoted. more of its card to the division 



pertaining to the SCHOOL BUILDING than any of the fourteen 

states 1th a percentage of 24.5%. Tennessee, with 8%, 

h a s devoted the smallest percentage of its card to this 

same division. The average for the fourteen states is 19.1% . 

SUMMARY 

Nineteen states offered nothing in the way of a definite 

building plan . No effort is being made by these nineteen 

sta tes to set up a definite or detailed list of materials to 

be used in the construction of rural school buildings. 

Eleven sta tes made no mention of the location of" the school 

building on the grounds. Eight states m de only sl1ght ref

erences to the looation of the building by the use of such 

subjective words as ttadequate", "satisfactory", 
II 

"proper, 

11 su1tablet1, or "hea lthful". There is no way of rating these 

words for comparison since the word "adequate" may be as 

effective as "sa tisfactory". 

None of the nineteen states has a minimum cost as a 

standard. 

Briefly, nineteen states, Alabama, Flori d.a, Georgia, 

Iowa,. Kansa s, Louisiana , M1ss1ss1pp1, Missouri, Nebraska, 

North Dakota , New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Vermont, 

Tennessee, Washington, Wyoming, and Ve s t Virginia, have 

been most lenient 1n their attitudes concerning rural 

school building plans which concern the items : design or 

plan; location or the building on the school ground; mater

i a ls to be used in the construction; and the cost or the 

building. 
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The percentage o:e the rural school standarti.s of four

teen. states re.nge f:r-0.r..1 a;{ ( Tenne$see) d.cvotea. to the school 

building ·up to 24. 5)\S (Louisi&ns,). The average percentag~, 

of these fourteen states, Alabe,ma, Gm,rgia, Iowa, Kans1:1.s, 

Lou1aiane., M1ss1ss1pp1, Missouri, Oklahoma, Oregon, Vermont, 

Tennessee, Washington, Wyoming, Wernt Virglnla, is 19 .1%. 
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CLASS ROOIJS 

. 
7hiG chapter answers five questions ~11ch pertain to the 

class r·oom Gtandnrds elf the rurstl schools of thes8 nineteen 

T:1e follovring five questions o.re ans...-rnred ana. discussed:: 

(1) Do t~1e states have stand.ards "<:rhich apply to a defin
ite number of class rooms that a school must have? 

(2) What are the standard size or sizes of a.. class room 
for a rur~l school? 

( 3) Is the shape o:t the room 1neluded in the stam'lards 
for rural schools? 

(4) How many exits, and what type, are mentioned in the 
stm1d.arlts for rural schools? 

( 5) !9 the location of tne rom:1s mentioned as a standard? 

A study of Table No. III wi.11 give a parti.al answe:,:> to 

four of the quentions involvect. The first oolu":m will shmv 

that no st:;te h2s said t!1at there must be a definite number 

of rooms. This iG to be exr>ectea. l)eca·,_rne of: the dlfficulty 

of making e: stonn.t1rd of this type pPo~tical. No state has 

gst a i::lef1nitc m1mr),'>,:r' of rooms as t?. standard be,::,tS,use of the 

g2eet d.ifferences ,;,.tdch ne.tur&lly ex.1st bet';(feen the needs of 

the different school districts. 

Ho,,revor•, this provi s1on of school at&,nd.t?.rcls h.1'3 s been 

t1:1ke:n c.s_1•e c,f by references to things which will by necessity 

have sor:~e be,9.ring on the size of a school house. It will be 
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observed thD.t Flo:rlda h&s the standard "a separate olass i_,,oom 

for each teaoher", and the number· of tet;.ch.ers 1r,d.ll d.etermlne 

the number of rooms. Every state wi·!.h the sole e:::rneption 

of Ohio gave a specific number of square :feet 1:>f floo.r spa.ee 

fox- each ohild, and the number of children will determine 

the size of the building. Since it 1s a general statement 

of :fa.ct the. t moat sta:tes endeavor to shape the size o:r their 

f'aoul ties to eor,z'espond to the· number of school ohild.ren, us

ing some reasonable :t·a.tio as a guide_, the whole s1tuo.t1on 

seems t;o meet at a comm.on point: that the number o.'f teaehers 

1s determined by the number .of pupils and the number of elass 

rooms is determined by the number of teachers and pupils. 

Using the nur11ber of squar•e feet ·which is to be pro::.rided fol' 

et:wh child, it o&n be sa.1d without reservation that the 

nUlllber of class rooms will depend upon the number of child

ren who a.re to use them. ;Th1s guide seems to be the most 

acceptable one for regulations to follow rinioh oonocrn the 

number of class rooms and tlie size of the school building • 

.Specific class room dimensio1:1s ure :found in column 

three of fable No. I.II. Alabama has a state regulation 

vihioh pertains to the st&ndard size of a rural school ela.ss 

room, but the standard is not mentioned on the Alabama se0re 

card. The Alabama card asked the question, tt:Ooee the si~e 

o~ the olnss room meet st.ate requ1rememts?tt, but what this 

state requirements are could not be deter1nined by using the 

material wh.1oh was available rrom that state. T".ae only I'e-t

erenee .made 'by the Ohio bulletin in l."eg&rd to the size of' 
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TABLE NO. III 

RE IREMENTS I N REGARD 
TO THE STANDARDS OF CLASS ROOS 

Is a 
minimum 
number 
of 
rooms ' Is ls 
men- Is minimum size shape location 

State tioned? mentioned? ment1oned1 mentioned? 

Yes-
Ala . No Not mentioned No No 

One 
tor 
eaeh 

Fla. teacher 15 Set. rt. per_ pupil No No 
Ga . No 16 so. rt. ner nuuil No No 
Iowa No ~o so. :rt. oer pupil No No 
Kans. No ·5 sa. ft. per pupil No No 
La . No .6 sa. ft. uer pupil No No 

. £1 -t X 30 t X 12 1 

Miss . No 15 sa. f't. oer ouu11 No No 
21' X 30 1 X 12' 

Mo. No 16 sa. ft . oer oup1l No 
Nebr . No 15 so. rt. per pupil No No 
N. D. NO 12 s o . ft. ner nunil N-o 
N. Y. No 15 sq. ft. per pupil Reotangu- No 

· lar 
Ohio No No No -No 
Okla. No 15_ so. rt. ner pupil No No 
-Oreg~ No 20 sa. ft. ner nunil No No 
Tenn. No 16 sa. ft. per pupil No No 
Vt. No 18 sa. ft. oer punil No No 
Wash . No 15 so. rt. ner nunil No No 
WYO . No 15 so. ft. ner oun11 No No 
w. Va No 22 1 X 30 1 X 11' No No 



ri clnss room 1§ f'ourid in the question, 11Is the bu.ilding 

lc.rge enough to house all the children of the distr1ot?u 

specifio dimensions f01" a elaas room are mentioned. 

Flor1:1s, regulations say that each child should. have 

15 sque:,.""e f01~t of tloor space. Georgia raises this m1n1-

:,nur1 s t.antls,,:rd ·by one foot, saying that 15 square feet is 

the ste.ncla~d. Iowa raises the sta.nda:l"d to 20 .aqua.re feet 

for eBch chilt.l. Kanses standards ·say that each child should 

hnve 15 sque.:re feet .of floor space. Louisiana s.grees with 

FloridE. and. Kansas, saying that 15 ·square feet is the de.;. 

s1rable minimum. M1sslaa1pp1 regulations say that the min

imum size of H school room should be 21" x 30* x 121 ,. and 

that in any room 15 square feet of floor space should be 

gtven to each child. Missouri has the same minimum speo-

1f1c&t1ons, 21 1 x 30 1 x 12t, but says that 16 square teet 

is the desired amount of floor space for each oh!ld.. 

Nebra.ska. regulr:. tions say that each child should ha.ve 15 

saJrnre feet. North Dakota• s minimum allowance for floor 

sp.::ce is the sm1tllest of' the group,. 12 square feet for 

each ch1hi. Ne111 York regulations oall for 15 square feet 

per child. Oklahoma regula.tions have 15 square feet as a. 

stand.a.rd. Oregon regulations tie those of Iowa, saying . 

30 

ths.t 20 squ.D.:<e :feet is the desirable minimum requirement. 

'J?enrresirnc requ1:t."e.ments set 16 square feet for each child, 

Vermn.nt sets 13 squi1.re feet as a stand.a.rd,_ while Washington 

tmct Wyoming 2.gree on 15 square feet. Vlest Virginia ea.ye noth

ing; ehou·~ the number of square feet of floor space for each 
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et:,ch eh:l.ld (North D£:,;,kota) to ct high of 20 sq1w.ra feet for 

ca.en c:1ild (Iov,a snd. 0:regon). Tl1e &1.Ve:rac;e f'cn~ this pe.rticu

l,;1.2~ g:coup of states ia lp.81 e,quare feet of floor spa.ce for 

re~uircment (Bissouri nna Tenneaaee). 

sps,ce f'OI' each pupil would be the des.1.rs.ble minimum. At 

leu.st those :tigures 1::.rould. more mrn.r·ly E:pproach the stG.nds,z•cts 

&.nd hn:ri~mn1ze i01i th the opinions of ".:;he majority o:t' the 

stc1.tes included in this atuiiy. 

rurrcl cle.sr-i room are voioec1 by ther:rn stEte.s, but no a.oubt. 

if the ste.rn:l.:;r>('..f, f'or size were observed. Taking the spee-

1f1cations of I,Ussilssippi a;,.d Missouri a.s e:xampleG, 21 t x 

30 1 x 12 1 , if a. room building pl;:H1 f'0llcrtvg these spooif!.

ce:tio1rn, the rei·Jas 1•m11ld by neccsEity be rectangular in 

shape. 
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No specific loca tion is given to any pa rticular r oom . 

PrPctically eve r y one of th st~tes make so e menti on of the 

~u ltty of light 1, ic comes into the school roo by using 

such que tions as , "Is t . e light adequate for sound study?tt, 

or 11 Is t h 0 r e en ugh good light?••, and since the quantity 

snd quality of light would f or the mos t part dep nd upon 

t he location of th room, it mi ght 1)e sa i d. that there · ere 

indirect references made as to where a room sh uld A 

located . 

Tie remaining question to be ans ored i n t~is ~hapter 

1s, 11 ,o many exits and w at types are mentioned in the 

stan ards for rurel 9chools?". Since no answer- ls found 

for this q1e tion in Table Jo . III, the nineteen states afe 

lis+ed below ,,.ri th the ans wers t o th1s que s tion after t: em. 

STATE 

Alabama 
Florida 
Ge "'g i a 
Iowa 
Kan e.s 
Louisiana 
Miss issi)pi 
Missouri 

ebrast:a 
N. Dakota 
New York 
Ohio 
Ok.lah ma 
Oregon 
TenneRsee 
Vermont 
\'fa. shin ton 

yom1ng 
• Virgit ia 

NUMBER OF EXITS 
REQUI RED FOR 
p, CLltns ROO ~ 

fot mentioned 
Not mentioned 
Not rr.entioned 
Not mentioned 
Not mentioned 
Not mentioned 
Not mentioned 
Not mentioned 
'1' {O 

Not mentioned 
Not mentioned 
Not mentioned 
r ot mentioneu. 
Not mentioned 
Hot mentioned 
Not mentioned 
fot mentioned 
Not mentioned 
N0 t mentioned 

TYPE OF EXITS 

ot mentioned 
Not mentioned 
Doors open out 
Kot mentioned 
Not mentioned 
Not mentioned 
.·Jot mentioned 
Doors open out 
Doors open o 1t 
Not mentioned 
Not mentioned 
Not mentioned 
Doors open out 
Not mentioned 
Not menti ne 
Doors open out 
Not mentioned 
Not mentioned 
Not ment ioned 
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Out of this entire grpup of st tes, I 

only state t hat mentioni:i the number of ex1ts w1,lt1•m 
shouli have . The Nebrii ske. rngulc: t i ons s ~, t hat e ve r y rural 

ola l:ls roo 1 should h av t wo e:d ts jf the uilding i s not fire

proof . If the building is fire- proof, one exit will be 

uffi ci ent . 

Five states make s specific ret,.;ulat i on that all oors 

should open outward , (Georgi a , :Mis souri, Nebraska , Oklnhom" , 

o.nd Vermont}. With t he exception of t h1 s s.ingle stip 1l a tion , 

no oth r description of an exit i e given. 

SUMMARY 

No specific reg lations , h i ch coneern t h e mini mum 

r ooms&. r r al school should have , are found in the standards 

of the ninet een states included in this study . 

Ohio is t he only one of the nineteen states tha t f"ail-

ed t o have a requirement covering the size of the rural class 

room . These standards varied fr om 12 s quare f eet for ea ch 

ch ild. in t he state of Nort h Dekota to 20 square feet for each 

ch ild in t he stat ef1 of Iowa and Oregon. The a vera.ge for this 

particular group of states is 15 . 81 s quare . feet for each child. 

Not h ing definite we s included in the regul at i ons of 

these nineteen states t h i t would concern the shape of' a 

school cl a ss room . Ro -ever, if regula tions concerning Iil1n1-

mum sizes !:I.re followed , the cl ass rooms would be rectangul ar 

in shape . 
C • '°'~ • • , •• ~ e.J 

None of thesP- nineteen stat es IDEl.dt\o~n··ef.fort·~ t:o die-
• (..::ic.• ~.. J ~,.,. :· 

t a te 8. definite looa tion for the al°as.ii-:0 I'bOblS, in~ "'e- &/!,o~· 0 
~ ' C, • 

0 " ; :i •• ~ ,. ~ • • • ' • • • ! . 
; '- ~ \.· .• e C •,. ,:, : ~ - e .• : ~ e : L • •• 

r•'•-•--=- ••• ... . - ••••• ~ • 



the other Prt f the , tild ng. RefPre cee ere made ut 

the c a i ty nd quanti y f l i g.:.'1.t r o • ould h t .V~, t:i n 

t his ~ 1~ effect t ~e oca 1 n o f a 1 arr • No speciflo 

regul ... tion c.s m de y An of the states ,h ich., for r. o -

mnple , co ld ay t hat the pri m ry and lo er grade roo.us must 

be on the south side of the bu11 ing. Such uggestions a s 

the room needs M _clequate light a nd a ir" ere made, an t e 

school bu ilding architect or planner is supposed tot ke 

theses ggestione and be guided accordingly. 

Nebra ska as the only state th t , ent1oned a definite 

number of exits . Five states, Georgi a, Mi sa~ur1~ Nebraska, 

Oklahoma, and Verm . nt, ad the regulation that all doors 

mus t o en 01t ard. 
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CHAPTER V 

LIGHT 

This chapter is concerned with only those regulations 

that have a bearing upon the quantity and quality of light 

of t h e rural school class room. 

Six questions cover the fundamental probl ems which 

come out of a study of class room lighting. These questions 

are : 

(1) Is window placement included in the standards of the 
nineteen states included in this study? 

(2) What are standards or these states which have a 
bearing upon the quantity and quality or light? 

(3) What do the standards of these states say about the 
size of class room windows? 

(4) Are shades mentioned as a standard by these states? 

(5) What is said ebout artificial lighting in the stand
ards or these states? 

(6) What is said about lighting special rooms? 

Four of these questions are answered 1n t he information 

found in Table No. IV. 

It will be observed that only two st~tes tailed to say 

something de:f"1n1te about window placement. No speoitia re

qu1rement that would concern window placement is found in 

the bulletins of Alabama and Ohio. With the exception of 

ashington, all of the other states are quite distinct in 

t heir regulations pertaining to the placement of windows. 

Washington regulations say tha t there must be "correct 

light•, and assuming tha t 1t is generally understood that 

correct light is created only by a correct placement ot 
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windo a, it might be said tha t Washington ha s a regulation 

which concerns window placement. 

The other states are unanimous in their approval of a 

light that comes f rom the left. Sixteen states agree that 

light that comes from the left is the best light t or a school 

room (Florida, Georgia, Iowa , Ke.nsas, Louisiana, Mies1ss1pp1, 

Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota,. New York, Okl~ oma, Oregon, 

Tennessee, Vermont, Wyoming, and West Virginia). Light f all

ing from the left is the tirst choice of all .of these six

teen states, but ligbt from the "lef't and rear'* is accepted 

by all but three of these states, and these three states 

make a distinct appeal for light tha t comes only from the 

lef't (Georgia, Missouri, and New York). Where any mention 

is made at all tha t would concern a light :from the front ot 

the school room it is found that all of these sixteen make 

a definite and vigorous stand against it. I t 1s unanimously 

agreed that a light coming from the front 1s the poorest 

kind of light. 

Thirteen states say that the size o'f the windows .should 

equal 1/5 of the total area o'f the noor. (Alabama., Florida, 

Georgia, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, 

New York, Oklahoma , Vermont, Wyoming, and West V1rg1n1a.). 

As an example, a school room with the dimensions of twenty 

feet by thirty feet would have a floor area of 600 square 

feet, and if the regulations of these thirteen statee were 

followed t his sohool room would have windows whose light 
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area would equal 1/5 or tis 600 feet or 120 s quare ~eet. 

Four state s eay t hat the light area of the windows 

should equal 1/6 of the floor area (Io a, M1ss1ss1pp1, 

Oregon, and Tennessee). 

Ohio does not mention the apeo1:t'1c ratio of the light 

area to t he floor, but the Ohio regulation says that there 

must be "Adequate light", Washington says nothing about 

light in its regulations. 

Ohio is the only one of t he nineteen states wh1oh does 

not include shades a s standard equipment. The other eighteen 

states call for some type or shade, and t he usual or averag~ 

requirement of the se states c al ls for shades "where z:ieededtt . 

No state calls for a window shade for a north window. 

Seven states make recommendations for artificial light":'" 

1ng . Iowa eays that there must be "a good 11ght1ng system•. 

New York says that there must be "enough art1f1c1al lights 

to insure proper reading". Ohio says tha t the beet light

ing system for art1:f'1c1al purposes 1e an electric service 

system. Oklahoma gives five points out or its score card 

to l amps, and ten points to gas or electric lights. Oregon 

says that there must be some provisions for art1t1e1al 

light. Vermont does not include artificial light as a re

quirement on its score card, but the Vermont bulletin calls 

for electric lights suspended nine feet above t h e floor. 

est Virginia suggests that all artificial light be 1n

d1reet a nd properly shaded. 
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Sta tes 

Al a . 

Fla . 

Ga. 

Iowa 

Kans . 

La . 

Miss. 

Mo. 

Nebr. 

N. D. 

N. Y. 

Oh1o 

Okla. 

Oreir . 

Tenn. 

Vt. 

Wash . 

Wyo. 

w. Va.• 

TABLE NO. IV 

STANDARDS WHICH CONCERN LIGHT 

Window 
ulacement Size of windows Shades 
Not 
mentioned 1/5 floor area Yes 
Lett or 
nun11s 1/5 floor area Yea 

Lett 1/5 :floor area Yes 
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Artifioial light 

Not mentione.d 

Not mentioned 

Not mentioned 
Lef't and A good 11gnt1ng 

1/6 rear noor area Yes· system 

Lett s ide 1/5 t'loor area Yes Not mentioned 
Lett and 
rear 1/5 floor area Yes Not mentioned 

Where 
Left a nd At least needed 
rear 1/6 floor area Yes Not mentioned 

Left 1/5 floor area Yee Not mentioned 
Lett and 
rear 1/5 floor area Yes Not mentioned 
Left and 
rear 1/6 floor area Yes Not mentioned 

Enough light to 

Left 1/5 floor area 
insure proper 

Yes reading 
No J£leotr1o service 
mention Adeauate 11szht No system 
Lett and 
rear 1/5 floor area Yes Yes 
Left and 1/6 floor area Yes, provision f 
rear 1/5 new bldE?s. Yes artitioial 111.l'b.t 

or 

Left a.nd 
rear 1/6 floor area Yes Nnt mentioned 

Electric 1.1g.."1t 9 
Left and above floor (Not 
rear 1/5 floor area Yes on soore card) 
Correct 
11mt Not mentioned Yes Nnt mentioned 
Left and 
rear 1/5 floor area Yes Not mentioned 
Lef.t a nd Indirect (proper 
rear 1/5 floor area Yee ly shaded) 



Perhaps there is an accept able :reason , hy so little has 

been said by these states on th~ subject of artificial light

ing. I mportant as it is, one might feel that mores ould be 

d0ne to insure proper lighting :fac111t1es. Perhaps it la 

because the over helming majority of rural schools is located 

far from high lines that carry the much needed power tor 

electric lights, and a desirable farm lighting plant too 

often costs.more than the small rural school is willing or 

able to pay. Perhaps those ho formula te school standards 

in many of these states feel that the rural school districts 

will do the best they can 1n the way_providing sui table arti

ficial lig1t, and stop at t his oint. 

Other phases of this subject emer~e if a complete 

survey 1s to be made . Four other phases of the subject are 

submitted f or further study in Table No . V. Table No . V 

ans ers four important questions which deal 1th the sub-

j ect of so .ool room l ighting. The questions are : .Bo tar 

a ould the first indo be from the front of the r oom? What 

type of shade is suggested? vn1at color should these shades 

be? What is said. about lighting special rooms? 

The firat column of statistics on the :following page 

will show that six states give a definite distance from the 

front of the class room to the first window. Florida reg

ulations say th,~t the first window s 1ould not be leas than 

five feet from the front of the room. Kansas re~latione 

say this distance should be from four to six feet. Missouri 

also has from four to s1x feet as the required distance. 
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'1' ABLE NO . V 

STANDARDS WRICH TELL: 'l.'HE DISTANCE FROM '!'HE FRONT oF· THE 
ROO 'fO THE FIRST INDO : TYPES OF SHADES 'fO BE USED: COLOR 

OF SHADES: LIGHTING SPECIAL ROOMS 

State l ,,1stanoe rrom fype or shade Color Lighting 
'"ront ot room special 

to first rooms 
window 

Ala. No Ad.1u.atable No No 
,ot less 

l'la. ,han 5 1 Adjustable No No 

Ga. No 'l'"fO-waY Ho No 

Iowa No Adjustable No No 
rrom 4• Match 

Kans. to 61 AdJ11stable walls No 

La. No Ad.tu stable No No 

Miss. No Ad.1ustable No No 
B'rom 4' 

Mo. Ito 6 1 Adjustable flarmonize No 
N'ot less 

Nebr. than 6 1 Ad.1ustable Tan No 

N. D. No AdJustable Tan No 

N. Y. No Ad.Justable No Yes 

Ohio No No No Yes 
. 

Good-
Okla. No , Ad.1ustable No No 

Good-
Ore1it. No Translucent No No 

Tenn. No No No No 
, 

' I 
Vt. 6' Adjustable Harmon1ztJ No 

Wash. No No No No 

Wyo. 10 1 Ad.1ustable 'ran No 

w. Va. No Ad.1ustable Rarinon1ze No 
/ 



Webraska and Vermont regulations for~. distance not less than 

six feet, and Wyoming adds four feet by stating that ten feet 

fro·m. the front of the room to the first window is the appro-

priate distance. 

Fom."'teen states a.sk for an adjustable shacle. By ad.Ju.st

able ismeant a type of' shAde that ls not fixot1 rigi.a.1;,1 a:t the 

top--a shad.e that o~.n he raised. or Jowered. f'rmn the top or 

bottom. These fourte.en states (AlBhama, Florida, Iowa, 

Dakota, Her,r York, Oklahoms, Vermont, Wyor,11ng, anc st 

Virginia) make 1 t plain that the shades usec.1. :m1;3t be of' the 

type th2d:; ee.n be ad.Just ea to fit n.11 change8 of light 't~'1ich 

occur during the normal passi 

Georgi.& mentions a 0 two-way" shade, which. is another 

lucent shade. Ohio; 1'ennessee, tind. shington did not 

for or suggest any p8'.rticu].ar type of' sht?.cle. 

Kansas regulations ask tha.t the sh&Jles l!if"l.tch the rmll0 

ask for a shad~ tha.t will lta:rm-0nize with the t~o1or scheme of 

specifically that tan is the beet color f'.Jr clAss :ron::n 

shades. The other states said nothinr~ 1:1b'.5ut the ce,lor of 

shades. 

Qnly ti•Jo states make any reference to llghtt 

rooms. New York makes a definite request frn" a 0 ·1:rrell 1 'c-

ed 11brarvn. ancl et leo.st one lig.·ht ln to:!.lets am.1 oloak rooms. 
" ' 



Ohio asks this question, "Are corridors, s.tairways • and. 

basements properly lighted?" 

SUMMARY 

W'indow placement is included in the standards of 17 of 

the 19 states included in this study. Only Ohio and Alabama 

omitted thts particular standard. Yla.shington is 11a.gue on 

this point. 

The other eta.tee (Florida, Georgia, Iowe., Kansas, 

Louisiana, l\ll1ssissipp1,. Missouri, Nebra.skaJ r~orth Dakota., 

New York, Oklahoma, Oregon, Tennessee,. Vermont, Wyoming, 

and West Virginia.) make ii definite statement that the best 

light is light trom the le.ft. It 1a unanimously agreed.that 

light coming from the front is the poorest light of all. 

Thirteen of these states say that the light area ot 

the 1,indows should equal 1/5 of the total area of the floor. 

four states say that the area of the windows should. equal 

1/6 o:f t,h,e. floor area (!01,a,, Mississippi,, Orego.n,. and 

Tennessee). Ohio says nothing about the size crt w~ndows, 

and neither do,es Washington. Ohio 1s the only state out 

of the nineteen st~died that does not mention shades as 

.standard equipment. 

Seven states make provisions for artii"ioial lighting, 

(Iowa, Nei!l York, Ohio, Oregon, Vermont, Oklahoma, West 

Virginia). 

·s1:i~ states r.aent1cmed as a standard. the distance from 

the front of' the class room to the first window (flor1da.., 

Kansas, Missourt, Nebraska, Vermont, and Vlyoming). 
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All but three states CBllecl f'or an ad.jJstable shacle, 

(Ohio, Tennessee, and Wasl'lington). 

Ks::11sas, asks 'for a sb.tHle that will match the wt:clls in 

color; '.ftiernour1, Verm.ont, s.niJ, st Virginia 'evant shades that 

will harmonize 1.Yith the room. Nebraska, North Dakota, and 

Wyoming prefer tlm shacles. 

Trw st"'"ttes refer to 11gl"1ting speoir,,l .rooms. New York 

refers to a vJell lighted. library and at least one light ln 

toilets am'l cloak rooms, and 0114,o refers to lights 1n cor ... 

riders, basements and stai:t"ways. 
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OH.APTER VI 

HEAT 

Th1s chapter is devoted to five questions covering the 

standards of nineteen states which e.pply to the heating 

equipment of rural schools. These questions are: Is a 

definite kind of heating equipment mentioned as a standard? 

Is a definite location mentioned? Are thermometers in

cluded in these standards on heat? Are stove Jackets stand

ares 1:r.rhere stoves are mentioned as acceptable equipment? 

Ar·e fuel rooms mentioned in the stande.rds of these states? 

Granting there are other problems which might a.rise 
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from a study of hee.t, it was assumed that these five questions 

would cover the subject with enough thoroughness to, give con

siderable insight into what the general opinion of various 

parts of the country is in regard to this subject. 

Since the amount and qua.11 ty of heei.t is effected 

directly by the type of heating equipment used, the first 

and primary consideration of a study of this subject will 

involve a consideration of a.11 types of heating equipment 

which is preferred or accepted by the var,tous states. The 

anst"ers to the f~rst question 1n Table No. VI will serve 

to thro.·v: some light upon this particular point. 

It will be observed tha.t only two states do .r:iot men

tion heating equipment (Louisiana and Washington). Nothing 

could be found on the score cards o~ these states which 

would indicate thnt they are endeavoring to establish a 

standard whioh would apply to heat. 



The other seventeen states varied a great deal in their 

requirements. The standards varied from vague requirements 

such as "satisfactory" or "acceptable" to more specific re~ 

qu1rements which mention one or more definite types of eq~1p

ment. Several or these states ment ion a preferred type ot 

equipment, and if this standard is above the abilities of 

the qualifying schools, a second, and even third, choice 1s 

given. 

The ·state of Alabama says that each school must have 

11 an approved heating apparatus •. No clue is given as to 

what kind of heating apparatus would be acceptable or re

jected. But Alabama is no more vague on this subject than 

several states other than she. Florida. standards prefer a 

satisfactory central heating plant. Georgia standards call 

for circulating heaters or stoves. This seems to be the min

imum requireme nt in the ca se of Georgia. Iowa standards call 

for an adequare system of heating. Whatever system the word 

•adequate• might find acceptable, t his system must be pro

vided with an a ir intake and outlet. Standards of Kansas 

prefer a furnace, with a room heater given as a second 

choice. Mississippi gives steam heat the highest rating. 

Other kinds of heat would be aoeeptable, but steam heat is 

preferred. The standards of Missouri eall for a standard 

system. Since nothing specific 1s given, the term "stand

ard equipment" could no doubt be applied to several sys-

tems of heating . Nebraska standards give two choices, a 

furnace or a jacketed heater, with the furnace as first 
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TABLE O. VI 

STANDARDS WHICH PERTAIN TO CERTAIN PHASES OF THE SUBJECT 
ttHEAT" AS I T CONCERNS RURAL SCHOOLS 

Is a Are 
det- ther-
inite mom-
loca- e-
tion tera 
men- in-
tion- clud-

Is a definite kind o~ ed? ed as Stove 
heating equipment men- etan- Jack- Fuel 

State t1oned as a standard? dards? ets ro oms? 

Ala. Approved heating 
a:onara.tus No No No No 
Satisfactory central 

Fla. heat1n~ plant nreterred No No No No 
01roulat1ng heaters 

Ga. or stoves No Yee Yes. No 
Adeque.te system 

Iowa air intake and outlet No Yes No Yes 
Furnace or 

Kans. room heater No Yes Yee No 
La . No No Yes Nn No 

Coal 
Steam heat given 1n 

Miss. h1$?:hest ratin'1: No Yes Yes bins 
M.o. Standard system No No Nn Yes 

Stove 
Furnace or near 

Nebr. jacketed heater entranc 9 No Ye13 Yes 
N. D·. Adeauate system No No Nn No 

Furnace or 
N. Y. Jacketed stove No Yes Yee Yes 
Ohio Aocenta.ble system No N~ No No 

Furnace or 
Okla. . .1 acketed stove No Yes Ye.$ Yf.18 .. 

Satisfactory 
Oreg . heating system No Yes No Yes 

Furnace, o1rcula t1ng Yea 
Tenn . heater or stove No Yes Yes bins 

Furnace , stove, or 
Vt. ventilating heater No Yes Yee Yes 
Wash . No No Yes No Yes 
WYO . Stove or furnace No Yes Yes Yes 
w. Va. Stove or furnac.e No Yes Yes Yes 
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choice. North Dakota standards ant an adequate system, 

leaving the impression that several types of equipment 

ould be accepted. New York standards demand a furnace or 

a jacketed stove. Ohio says the system of heating must be 

acceptable. Again it is taken for granted that the word 

acceptable covers several types of equipment. Oklahoma 

standards want the furnace or Jacketed stove. Oregon asks 

for satisfactory heating equipment. Satisfactory, like 

acceptable , could mean more than one thing. 'l"ennes·see• s 

standards give three possible types of heating equipment 

hich would be aooeptable : Furnace, circulating heater, 

or stove . Vermont , related to Tennessee 1n this resp~ct, 

gives as a standard the same three types or equipment. 

Wyoming standards call for a furnace or a st9ve. West 

Virginia also calls for a furnace or a stove. 

It is assumed that such words as satisfactory and ao

ceptable, as they oonoern the subject of heat, will by ne

cessity include safet7 as an i mportant point in their pro

visions. Perhaps in those states where heating equipment 

standards are defined in suoh terms, any heat1ng apparatus 

that is practic&.1 and sate will pass inspection. 

In ~1ew of the fact that much has been said against 

locating a furnace under the school building, part1oular1y 

under crowded auditoriums or gymnasiums, it . is interesting 

to observe that only one state mentions the location of the 

heating equipment. Nothing definite could be found that 

would show tha t any of these states attempt to give a 

47 



specific loc&tion for the heating plant. Mabra.ska was the 

only state that considered this particular phase of the heat

ing problem at all, and 1lebras.ks. referred only to t}Hs loca

tion of heating stoves. Nebraska says the heating stove 

should be nee.r the entrance,. the re[,3,son for this being that 

r.rar:,n, stale s.ir around the stove would have a. greater oppor

t~n1 ty to escape and be replaced by fresh air. 

Thermometers are included as standard equipment 1n 

thirteen sts.tes (Georgia, Iowa,. Kansas, Lou1siei..n&i, :Miss

issippi, New York, Okle:homa, Oregon, Tennessee, Vermont, 

1;/e.shington, Wyoming, and West Virginia.). Six states make 

no mention of thermometers (Alabe~a, Florida, Missouri, 

Kebraaka, North Dakota; and Ohio). 

The nineteen states a.re p:i:-etty evenly divided on 

standards appl1ed to stove Jackets. Ten states include 

stove Jacket's as standard equipment (Georgia, Kansas, Miss

issippi, Nebraskat New Yorlt, Oklaho:am, Tennessee, Vermont, 

Wyoraing, and Wast Virginia.), and nine states do not include 

stove Jackets as standard·equiproent (Alabama, Florida., Iowa, 

Louisiana, Missouri, North Dakota,Ohio, Oregon, and 

t'/.s_shington). 

A fuel room is ·considered standard equipment by Iowa., 

Tu;.is·souri, Nebraska, New York, Oklahoma, Oregon, Tennessee, 

V8:ruont, v::c~shlngton, t~om1ng, Find West Virginia. M1ssiss-

1pp1 does not call fo.r a fuel room in the satne se:ige that 

the other states do, but tll1ss1ssipp1 asks that there be 

coal bins :ror coal if' this is th& kind of fuel in use. 
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Seven states said nothing about fuel rooms as standard 

equipment, (Alabam.a, Fl<?r1d~\; Georgia, Kansas, Louisls.na, 

North Dakota,. a_nd Ohio). 

SU!J!MARY 

Only two of the nineteen states mentioned in this 

study fail to give any type .of heating equipment as stand

ard.,. (Louisiana and Washington).. Some of the others s.re 

vague on this point 1 using sueh words as "adequate• and. 

0 ss.tisfaotory11 to denote the type of equipment pre-ferr~d, 

(Alabama, Iowa, Missouri,, North Dakot2,, Ohio, Oregon). 

The remaining eleven states speolfy one or more partie

ular types of equipment, furname, ciroulat1ng heaters, . .r.md 

.stoves ·,dth jackets, (Florida, Georgia, Kansas, :Mi.ssissippi, 

UebrasI~a, Wew York1 Oklahoma, Tennessee, Vermont, lfyomlng, 

and West V1rg1n.1a.). 

Nebraska standards call fer the stove near the door, and 

the other eighteen states .s.ay. noth111g about the location of' 

any type of heai;ing equipment. 

Thermometers are includ_ed as standard equipment; 1:n 

thirteen stateR (C,eorgia, Iowa, Kanse,s, Louisiana., M1ssiss-

1pp1, liew Yorlt, Oklahoma, Oregon, T~nnessee, Vermont, 'Naah

ingtcm., Wyoming, and West Virgini&). 

Stove jackets are considered:. standard. equipment in ten 

states out of the nineteen (Georgia, Kansas, M1ss1ss1pp1, 

Nebraska, New York, Oklahoma., Tennessee, Vermont, Wyoming, 

a.nd West Virginia). 
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I1welve sta.·t;es mention fuel roonw as staml;u'de (Iowa, 

hl1esouri, Nebraska, York, Oklahoma, Oregon, Tennessee, 

Vermont, ',;Jashlngton, V!yoming, ancl 1Nest Virginia). Miss

issippi stand~rds oall for coal bins. 



CHAPTER VII 

FURNITURE FOR CLASS aoo· ~s 

This chapter is concerned with the study of standards 

as t h ey a pply to class room furnitu e. This subject has 

been divided into eight parts, each part making a vital and 

significant study in itself. Keeping in mind that these 

are the standards of nineteen states, perhaps the best 

method of presentation will be to resort again . to questions, 

with eight questions and their answers covering the main 

subject , "Furniture for Class Roomstt. 

These eight questions are : What are the standards in 

regard to seats and desks? What do these standards say 

about the sizes of sea.ts and desks? What types are mention

ed ae acceptable? Is the .condition of the class room fur

niture considered a standard? Are tables and chairs re

quired? If tables and chairs are required or recommended, 

in what gradesT What is the minimum aisle width given by 

these states? Should seats in one row be of unirorm s1ze7 

It would ~ave been impractical for any state to set 

a definite number or deeke, such as ten, fifteen, or twenty, 

as a minimum requirement because of the great d1~ferences 

existing between the needs of different schools. I t is ob

vious that a school room with an enrollment or twenty 

pupils ould not need over twenty desks and seatB. Most of 

the states have built their standards around this partic

ular observation. That 1s, that the number of seats and 

desks should be determined by the number or pupils that is 
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to use them. 

Only t .o s tates do not mention the number of sets a nd 

desks a sc ool rooms uld have# {Ohio and ashingto n) • 

.lhe other seventeen states mention this requirement, some 

states be i ng more specific than others. Ten states say 

t hat a single seat and desk should be provided for eaoh in

dividual (Alabama , Florida , Iowa., Kansas , Lou1s1an~, North 

Dakota , Oregon, Tennessee, · yoming, est Virginia) . I t is 

signi f icant to observA at thi s phase of the tudy that the 

old t ~o- pupil type of desk has passed out of favor . This 

type of seating ar rangement ls now being discouraged and an 

individual desk for each pupil is the accept~ plan of seat

ing a t this time. Five states are more general in their 

stand.ar r, pert aJ.ning t o t ho nur.aber of seats and desks, but 

their gener al sta tements could mean and probably do mean, 

that each child should h ave a desk by himself' . Georgia says 

tha t each room should have an "adequate number of eea t.s and 

desks . Miss1ss1pp1, Nebraska, New York, and Oklahoma stand

ard call for a 11 suf!'ic1ent 1 number of sec.ts and de ks . 

Al of the nineteen s tates ave some kind of a. atana.

ard 'lllhich appli es to t he size of set:r··e and desks. Comfort 

and adaptabili ty seem to be t he t . o items of importance upon 

which these ninete en sta te s agree. These states nre not so 

concerned ith actu 1 s i zes h_oh are governed by numbera , 

a ch as a number t . o desk , but they are all concerned with 

the qut:.stion of hether or not the sea t tits the child. 
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State 

Ala. 

Fla. 

Ga. 

Iowa 

Kans. 

l, B.. . 

Miss. 

Mo . 

Nebr. 

l~. D. 

N. Y. 

Ohio 

Okla. 

OreF:. 

Tenn . 

Vt. 

Wash . 

w. Va 

TABLE NO • VII 

STANDARDS OF SEATS AND DESKS 

Number of' 
seats and Size of seats 
desks and desks Types 
Single for Adjustable 
each ounil Ad.1ustable sing. naten 
One for 
each child Comfortable Individual 
Adequate Standard 
number Suitable suitable 
Ono for Feet must Single 
each child touch floor ad.1ustable 

Suitable-feet 
One for rest easily Single 
each child on floor adjustable 
One for Suitable Approved 
each child sizes types 

Sufficient Correct Single 
Not Various sizes to 
mentioned fit all DUDils 

Suitable Single 
Sufficient sizes ad.1ustable 
One pupil 
each desk Right s1ze Single 

Sufficient Flt nunils S1nr!le 
Adjusted to 

No _pupils No 
Feet on fio n Single 

Sufficient with comfort preferred 
One ror Properly Single 
each child adapted seats 
One for Single 
each child Correct seat 
Three !1 zi~- Three r1z:s or Single 
gle al! u! • ad.1us!aisi 8 ad.1ustable 

At least three 
?Jo sizes Patent desk 
One ror Adjusted to Single 
each child fit pupil adjustable 

-
Condition 

Not 
~ mentione d 

d 

d 

d 

Not 
mentione 
Not 
mention.! 
}lot 
mentione 

Not 
mentione . d 

d 
Not 
ment1one 

No 
Not -
ment1one d 

No 
Good 
condit1o n 

Yes . 
Clean 
Unsearre d 
clean 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 
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In other rmrds, a school l"oori1 oould have a variety of seat 

sizes if the pupils represent eel i:, var.iety of siz~s. 

The seconcl column of stat1st1os 1n Tal)le No. VII will 

sJ:wv1 stande.rcls of ninetee:n stc,tes in regard to seat and. desk 

seat. :i.111.is implCfJ tllL\t t;he rlesk is not too high for 1;he 

b0ing too largo tor the occupant. Kansc:d1 asks for e:, suit-

feet 0f· the pupils tou:ch th.e floor. Lou1si8JlA aske for 

Lii ssouri .standards call fo:r various sizes to fit e.11 nuo1ls. .J.; .,. 

pupils. Chio approves the adjt.rnt.ab1e seat and a.esk. Oltla-

h.::n!la f3tanda.rds say that the pupils m1:1st be able to plao.e 

sizes, O:.:', if this is 11c:>t possible, he.ve single ad.ju ete.ble 



see"ts and desks. Washing-ton asks for at least three si,tes 

in each room. \Vy,,ming ·~ve,nts. p:rope:r sizes,. and West Virg1n1~ 

wa!1ts seat8 and desks that can be acljueted to fit the pupil. 

It can be oaid without reserv8'!t1on that all of these 

st~te~ want to emp}?.ss1ze the item ot comfort in its rela-

able" are specific enough if they are eons1dei"'ed eanely. 

A d.esk to be euitable or correct will by necessity :t"it .. che 

child wl-10 uses it. It 1s 1nte.rest1ng to observe that Ver

mont r:i.nd Wc.sh1ngton tlepaz•"G fr·om the mrual stipulations on 

thie guli.Ject 11hen they :.G:Slt tha~ a. class room have at lea.st 

three Gizos of seBts f.l.n<l c.1esks. T'11e explanation of this 

from the le_rge::::t t.o thP- srne.llcr;t size.s to Justify h_aving 

i"3.. aigni.f'icant poin,t 1s 0.bservarl 1n connec.tion with the 

size n.n1 types of sestR And desk.a. 'l'his point is that the 

type of de:Jk and. se&t is given the highest r~::-.tine; by seven 

ete.tes out of the nineteen (Alabamti,.lowa) Jtan5as, Nebra~ka, 

Vermont, Wyoming, and West Virginia). These seven states 

ask for a single-adjustable type of' i3€H,.t ,s.nd desk.. $even 

s'ta.tes ask for s1l1gle types and say 11t:1thing ,e,bout 6lc1justment 

(Mis~;;issippi, North Da:kqta, New York 1 Okla.l1oma, Oregcin, 

Tennessee, a.net Fl,,rida.). Georgia wants a stand.Et~d t~rpe of 

seat and desk. Louisiana ~ants an approved type. Washing

ton asks to~ ::. pa.t.ent type. Missouri and Ohio say nothing 
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about the type of seat anr1 a.eslc ei achool should have. 

Only four stc,tes inclucle t·i:'i,1:1 cnnclitinn of seats and. 

in. f(()()cl condition. iJ8\1J :co.r3r makes: no sy:;ecifio 

un.s(;e,,rre(l clean. 

inc t}..:,e l,i_;;_st few yee.rs, :tt will bB well to study the re-

room :f m·ni tu.re. st of the states recomrM3nt1 tmd appro~re 

this type cf' f,_:i.rni ture. 

l. rJ 1}.rvey of 1i1.fJ_b1c lJo. VIII w:! .. 11 show the stetes which 

rocon.rne ta.blrrn End el18.trs and the grad.eg for which they 

for the ld.nd.ert;,'3.rten. Kansas recommends them for the pri-

second, 

tion 

Missouri standards do no"t; men

Nebr& ska recomme:rKle them for t.he kim1er·ga.r·ten 

$6 
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TABLE NO . VIII 

STANDARDS FOR CLASS ROOM FURNITURE 

Are t able s & Minimum Should seats or 
chairs reoo- If so, in aisle one row be of 

State s mended? what grades width uniform size? 
Not 

Ala. Yee 1st & 2nd No mentioned 
Not 

Fla . Yes Lower Grda. No ment ioned 
No specif'io Not 

Ga . Yea 2'rade No mentioned 
Kinder- Not 

Iowa Yes ,rarten No mentioned 
Not 

Kans . Yes Pr imary No mentioned 
Not Not 

La . mentioned No mentioned 
Properly 

1st & 2nd plaoed Not 
Miss . Yes 3rd desks mentioned 

Not 
Mo. No No mentioned 

Primar y, 
Nebr. Yes Kindergarten No Yes 

Not Not 
N. D. Mentioned No mentioned 

Not 30" out 
N. Y. ment ioned 181 in 

Not Not 
Ohio mentioned No mentioned 

Okla. Yes Kindergarten No Yes 
Not Not 

Oreg. mentioned No ment ioned 
. Not 

Tenn. Graded No mentioned 
No specific Not 

Vt. Yes ~rade 20" mentioned 
Not Not 

Wash . ment ioned No me.ntioned 
Not 

Wyo . Yes Primary No ment ioned 
Not 18" in 

w. Va.. ment ioned 24• out Yes 



them i'or kindergarten work, !ennessee recommends them :for 

the grade school. Vermont a.pproves and recommends them but 

no definite gra.de is mentioned.. We.sh1ngton standards do 

not mention them. Wyoming recommends them for t}:le primary 

dep-9.rtment. West Virgir11a. does not mention them. 

It e:n_n be stated def1n1 tel:r th~.t those stateo wh1oh 

approve and recommend. tables ·a.mi ehatrs agree unanimotusly 

that they should be u.sed in the lower grades. 

Only four states ht:ve e. n1i.n1mum. aisle width as a 

sts.ndard, and. one o:r these is extremely vague. M,~s-siss1pp1 

is vague and uncertain in her ·demands for properly placed 

desks.. New York 1s definite and asks -for a. minimum outside 

aisle width of 30ff and an inside aisle ,wridth of at lea.st 

1au. Vermont standards call fo.r a minimum aisle w1dth o.f 

20". West V1rg1n1.a I s minimum requirement.s e.sk for an out

.side aisle of 24" and an inside aisle of 18°. 

'rhe question has been asked: Should all of the seats 

in one row, for the sake of un1form1 ty and appears.nee,. be 

of the saroe size? Only three states answer this question, 

and. the remaining sixteen ignoring it completely. Nebraska, 

Oklahoma, and. West Virginia r~oommend ths.t all of the seats 

in one rmv be of uniform size. 

SUMMARY 

Seventeen states mention the fact that the number of 

see.ts and desks in a class room is conside;r:•ed e. standard. 

Only two states say nothing about the number of seats and 
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desks a room s..11.ould. have, (Ohio and Washington). Ten states 

aslt for e, single seat for ee.oh child (Alabama,, Florida, Iowa, 

KansEts; Lou1s1~nB-1. North Daltota, Oregon, Tennessee, Wyoming, 

~7est Virginia). Five states e.sk for an adequate num.bor or 

a suffio1ent number. ( Georgia, r11esissippi., fieb.ra.ska, Mew 

Yorlt, 211d Okl&11m11&). 

Every one o"f the nineteen states mentions the fact 

'th&.t the seat and desk should f1t the pupil. Oointort is 

emphasized in every stundard by the us.e of such ·words or 

ter;:;1S 2:e; suitable.size, oorroot size, flt the pupils, prop

erly adapted, eto. 

Seven states recommend the adjustable type of seat and 

Vir"'" ni·"') t:,J...!.l u • Seven .states recommend the single type seat 

and desks (Mississippi, North D&kot&, New York, Oklahonut, 

Oregon, Tennessee, e.nd Florida). (}eorgia.,. Louisiana., and 

Washington e.sk :for a standard type. Missouri and Ohio say 

nothtng about the type of seat and desk a school should 

have. 

Four states 1nolude the oondition of the sea.t and de~ 

as e.. standard ( North Dakota., New York,. Ohio, ~tnd Oklahoma). 
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Eleven sta.te s r,eoo:m.mend tables and. oh.airs for the lower 

elemente.ry g1"ades (.Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Iowa, Kaneas,, 

M1ss1..se1pp1, Nebraska,. Oklahoma, Tennessee, Vermont,, Wyoming). 

Four states have standards which concern minimum aisle 

width. Only three are de.finite. Mississippi as.ks tha.t 



the desks be properly placed. New York asks for a.n out

side ais1e nidth of 30 11 anrl an insicle aisle wid.th of at 

least lBtt. Vermont standards call for a minimum aisle 

v,id.th of 20 11 • West Virginia as~s for 1'.ln outside aisle of 

24" and an inside aisle of 18°. 

Neb;rsu:1ka, Oklahomii, :::mcl West Virginia .reci~rnm1end that 

Sell of the s:eats in one ro'l"i be of uniform size. 
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CHAP'fER VIII 

MISCELLANEOUS FURNI TURE 

This chapter deals with seven items of misoellaneous 

furniture and shows whether or not ni neteen states have 

included these items in their standards . 

The t~achers' desk is the first piece or turn1tttre 

considered. Perhaps it 1s only reaaona~le and natural to 

assume tha t every school room will have a desk and chair 

for the teacher, but to be certain that this important 

piece of furniture is available for use, practically all 

state departments make a demand for it in their standards . 

Out of the nineteen states studied, only four tail to 

make a specific requirement for a desk and chair, tor the 

teacher. The first column of statistics in Table No . I X 

shows that Alabama, North Dakota, Ohio; and tennessee did 

not have this requirement in their standards . The other 

fifteen states not only asked for a speo1f1o fulfillment 

of this requirement, but ost of them went so tar as to 

name a definite type of desk wh1oh should be used . The 

most popular description of a teacher's desk contained the 

stipulations that the desk would have several drawers 

which could be used for storage, and at least one of these 

drawers should have an efficient and workable look. 

It can be stated definitely that a desk for the 

teacher 1s considered a neces~ary and vital part of the 

rural school room ' s equipment. 

Only four state make any kind of a request for lookers. 
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!hese tour at&tes (Georgie., Louisiana, Oklahoma, and 

Tennessee) vary in their Erpee1f'1oe.t1.ons. Georgia, Louisiana. 

and Tennessee J.snve the 1mpress1on that a loolter or e. cab

inet or a comb1na.t1on-looker-cab1net would meet this re

quirement. T'Ae1r stv.ndElrd.s in this respect are not r1g1.d •. 

The Oklahoma score card. gives flt.teen po in.ts to ind1 v1dual. 

lockers. Oklahoma. ;r-equ1res 10,okers or a oloak room for a 

morle:l rural school. 

No st:tempt is made here to d1ffe~ent1ate between 

storage -cupboards and closets. fhe maln idea is to deter

m1ne V'hether storage spae.e,. either 1n a el.oset or a cabinet, 

is considered of enough imports.nee to be inoluded in the 

stanc1e..rdo of the states in th1e study. Twelve of the nine

teen states mak~ some kind of a provision tor storage epace 

(Alabama, Georgia, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, !Uesissippi, 

Missouri, New York, Oklahoma, fennessee, Vermont, and 

Wyoming). 

Bulletin boards as a standard are included by twelve 

states (Flor1da, Georgia,. :Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana,. Miss-

1ss1pp1, Missouri, Nebraska.,. New !ork; Oklahoma, T'ennessee, 

Vermont,. and West V1rg1n1a.) Seven states., (Alabama. A11ss

iss.1pp1, North Dakota;; Ohio, Oregon., Washington; {tt'ld Wyoming) 

do not include bulletin boards 1n their standards. 

!'he t'lfth column of fable No. IX shm.vs that fifteen 

1&tates answel" tt:yesn to the question, ttAre book .. shelves con

sitiered standard equ1pment? 8 Some states ask for book• 

shelves a.nd some ask. for book-cases, and this study takes 
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TABLE NO. IX 

SEVEN ITEMS OF ISCELLANEOUS FURNITURE ffiICH ARE, 
OR NOT, I?~CLUDED I N THE STANDARDS OF THE NINETEEN STATES 

m 

Ala. No No Yes Yes No No· 

Flci. Yes No Yes Yes Yes No 

Ga . Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes 

Iowa Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Kans. Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yea Yes 

La. Yes Yes Yes Yes Yee Yes Yes 

Miss . Yes No Yes No Yes Yes Yes 

Mo . Yes No Yes Yes Yes No No 

Nebr . Yes No Yes No No Yes 

N. D. No No No N..,. No No No 

N. Y. Yes No Yes Yes Yes No No 

Ohio No No No No No No No 

Okla. Yea Yes Yes Yea Yes Yes Yes 

Oreg. Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes 

Tenn .• No ·Yea Yes Yee Yes Yes Yes 

Vt. Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Wash . Yes N'o No No No No No 

WYO . Yes No Ye s No Yes Yea Yea 

W. Va. Yes No No Yes Yes Yes No 



the attitude that they are p.1~actically the same and thel:"e-

whether they ask for book-shelves or book-cases. Only :tour 
\\ 

st~tes (Uebra.ska, North D·akota, Ohio, and. Waeh!ngton) omit 

book-ei1elves from their ste.ndards. This seems to 1,e a 

rt~ther de:f'1n1 te ind1ct,tion that book-eases and shel ,ma are 

considered standard equ1pment by a me.Jori ty of states-, and 

rce.soning tells one that this is as it shou1d be. Shelves 

and. oases for hooks triake not. only an attractive piece of 

and much needed accessory as well. 

An impulsive concl'l:teion reached by common e.xperi.ence 

would :perhaps dietei.te thstt all school rooms ijave 1,vaste

baekets. The layman ancl ·the school me.n alike wil+ agree 

could be one ree,son why eight ste.tos out of the nineteen 

omit 1.'!Dste-baskets; perha.ps they were going under the :tm

:Jression that any tes1cher would provide some kind of a 

w1::i.ste-t;osket a.nd. th.ere was no necessity tor the inclusion 

of such an a.rticle in their standard.a. But :regardl~ss of 

accepted as a. matter of fact .. but ~vhioh .s,:re often neglected 

in the ata.:nd&rd.s for schQ.ols. Eight of the n1.riettien. stat.es 



say nothing abut pencil sharpeners (Alabama, Florida, 

Missouri, Nortl:l Dakota , New York, Ohio, •1ashington, and 

West Virginia). 

SU ARY 

'!'ha teacher• s desk a nd chair ru~e standard equipment 

in fifteen states (ll'loridn , Georgia, Io a, Kansas t Louis-

1a.na, M1 as1ss1pp1, Missouri, Mebraska, e,.,,. York, Oklrµ1oma, 

Oregon, Vermont, Washington, yomin, Jest Virginia). 

Lockers are ln the.standards of Georgia, L uisiana , 

Oklahoma, and Tennessee . 

Some kind of storage space 1s included in the stand

ares oft elve states (Alabama, Georgia, Iowa, Kansas, 

Louisiana, M1ss iss1pp1 ,, issour1, Ne York, Oklahoma , 

i'ennessee, Vermont, Etnd Wyoming) . 

Bulletin boards are in the standards of t"v.elve states 

(Florida, Georgia, Iowa, Kansas , Louisiana , Miasiss1pp1, 

Missouri, Nebraska, ffe, York, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Vermont, 

and West Virginia.) . 
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Book-shelves are entioned 1n fifteen states (Alabama, 

lorida, Georgia, I o ,a, Kansas, Louisiana , 1ssour1, Nebraska, 

Ue ~ York, Okla.1:1oma, Oregon, Tennessee, Vermont, v'yoming, and 

'est Virginia) . Four states (Nebraska; North Dakota, Ohio, 

and ashington) omit book-shelves. 

Waste-baskets as standard equipment are ment1oned by 

Alabama, Georgia, issour1, lebraska. , New York, North Dakota, 

Ohio and Washington . 



Pencil sharpeners are included in t he standards of 

Alabama, Florida, Missouri, orth Dakota, Ne York, Ohio, 

~ashington, a nd \Yes t Virginia . 
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CHAPTER IX 

LIBRARX 

This chapter 1s devoted to certain phases ot the rural . 

and elementary school librer·y ,1Jh1ch are c nsidered important. 

These ~hases will cover several itemo whi ch aeem to be vital 

and. necessa.ry. One sees so many cubly-holes, small, cramped 

closets and other inadequate pl acen used for school libraries 

that the question na.turaJ.ly arises about whether or not a 

minimum size for a library room should be included in school 

standards. .1. en, too, too many school 11bra.r1es have s.n in-
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suffic_ent number of' books, and one is prone to wonc1er .rhether 

or not a certain number of books aLou1d be mentioned 1n the 

standa ~ds for school 11brarie s. 'rh.e same questions c a.n be 

Eppliecl to other phi.ees f school libraries, such as the 

amount of money a school ohould spend for books (minimum), 

replacement of these books, shelving, floors an- floor cover

ing, location o~ library room, library room equipment: tables, 

chairs, desk, etc . f'hie ohapter answers these questions 

as they pertain to the standards of the nineteen states in

cluded 1n thi~ study . 

Table No. X shows t hese nineteen states in alphabeti

cal order with data. covering the i mportant phases of the 

school lib.rary. 

Alabama regulations say nothing about t he size of the 

space hich should be devoted to library use. Alabama stand

ards do not rucntion a preference for a separate room ~or 11-

brRry use. Alabama standards place rural schools into four 



class1f1oat1ons, class D, class C, Class B, and class A. 

Class D schools and olass O school s must have a t least one 

book for each pupil i n their libraries (exclusive or refer

ence books), while class Band A schools must have to and 

three books respectively for each pupil . There must be one 

set of reference books for every three teacher s . Alabama 

has no requirements that a. certain amount of money must be 

involved in the building or continuation of a rural sch9ol 

library. Shelves are included in the Alabama standards. 

Floors and rJ.oor coverings are not included, nor 1s the 

location of the library. A reading table and chairs are a 

part of the Alabama. standards . 

Florida s tandards do not contain a stipulation which 

would govern the size of the librar y . Nothing is said about 

a separate room for the l i brary . I n r ural schools of ten or 

more teachers fifty books per teaeher are required, and in 

sohools of six to nil'_le teachers or lees, forty books per 

teacher are required . Florida standards do not call for a 

spec1f'1o amount of money to be used for the rural school li

brary, and nothing 1s said about replacement . Library shel

ves are considered a standard . Floors and floor oo ver1ngs 

are not included in t he Florida standards for libraries, 

a nd neither is library equi pment . 

Georgia says nothing about the amount of . space whioh 

should be devoted to the rural school library. The stand

ards of this state do not call for a separate f'ront or rear 

room tor the school library. Georgia asks that every rural 
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TABLE NO. X 

RURAL SCHOOL LIBRARY STANDARDS 

. ._/ 
.µ 
s::: 

~ 41-f~ (l) .µ 
0 00 a bD s::: s::: 

~ ~ Q) s::: 0 (l) 
a) 0 ~ .µ C) ..4 CD 

"'""' 
a 

(I) Q) UI §~al m 1> M .p p. 
.µ G>l:.l ~~ G>,!icl ,...f r-1 0 a1 ..4 
,ti NO OS:: 0 Pt (I) 0 C) ~ 
.p ~o ::so ~00 £ ia r-1 0 O' 
Vl mp:: :z;,o S,,O rs. H f.sl 

Ala. No Yes No No Yes No No Table - Chairs 

Fla . No Yes No Ho Yes No No No 

Ga. No Yes Ro No No No No Tables 

Iowa No Yes No Yes Yes No No Table 

Kans. No Yes No Yes Yes No No Table 

La . No No No No Yes No No No 

Miss. No Yee No No Yes No No No 

Mo. No Yes No No Yes No No 'l'able - Chairs 

Nebr. No Yes No No No No Yes Ro 

N. D. No Yes No Yes No No No No 

N. Y. No Bo No No No No Yes Tables - Chairs 

Ohio No No No No No No No _ No 

Okla . Uo Yes No Yes Yes No No '!'able 

Oreiz: . No Yes No No Yee No No No 

Tenn. No Yes No No Yes No No ·-Chairs - Table 

Vt. No Yes No Yes Yea No No No 

Wash . No No No No Yes No No Chairs - Table 

Wyo. No No No No Yes No No No 

w. Va. No Ye s No No Yes No No Tables - Chairs 



school library have at lenst four books f'or e1:wh ohild. 

(teorgia standards not include ph&ses of the .rura.1 school 

libre.r? which concern the e.rc1ou.nt of :money which s1:1ould 'be 

s1Jent on books, replacement, shelving, floors e.nd floor 

coveri , or the location. R~ad.ing tables Rre consider·ed. a 

part of rural plsnt standarcts .. 

It will be observed t:l:rnt the three preceeding states 

have no standards vihich pertain to the size of the library 

room o:r-' corner. Iowa, the next state, e,rnl the other fifteen 

states in this s.tudy, Hre in harmony with Alabama, Florilta, 

aml Georgie. 1n this respect. Not one of the states in tl:ii.s 

study e included. this particul&.r 1 tem ln 1 ta stanclards. 

Iowa, the. next state in alphabetical order, asks that eaoh 

rurz,.l school 111,rary have at least one huno.red vJell chose1,1 

books &, set of reference books not over ten ;rears old. 

Io~ni asks that e_t least ten do118rs l:ie spent for books each 

ye,?cr. Book shelves ere included in the Iowa standards, but 

library floors and floor coverinf~S a1•e · not included. Head-

ing te.bles a.re a: part of the .Iowa stam:larde. 

Kansas requires its Class A schools to have at least 

seventy-five books for ea:::ch room ana. its Class B schools 

to have f'ifty books for each room. Kansas asks that at 

leDst f'ive dollttl"s be spent on rural school libraries eacl;l. 

year. Library shelving is a part of the Kan.sa.s standards, 

Floors aw:l floor covering &.re not in the iv:lnsc,,s . standards. 

Reading tables EU,"e considered ste;ndard eau1nment. _.;, ..,, ..c.:; 
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Louisie:ns.' s score card. has only one of the 1 tems stud-

led in this chapter on lte list stancls.rds. This is t;he 

ste.ndc~rd rd1ioh applies to library shelving. 

IJ .. c1.s1ssipp1 ste.no.ards ask :ror t?.ro books for each pup11 

ancl a :9roper style of shel •ting. With the exeeption of 

these tvro stcnda:r.•ds, nothing else is required. that would 

concern the rural school libre.ries o:f' th9.t state. 

LI1ssour1 recor:m.1emds c."'. separate libr.9.ry .room, e~ncl mak.ee 

the requ1rememt that ec,ch :rural school library should con

tc\in s.t leAst two hundred volumes. Book shelves are t;.lso 

required, but no requirements are me,de in regard to the 

ecEJ.ount of money ,ri"lich should be used, .replacement, floors 

and floor covering, e.nd location. Ree.ding ts11leg and 

chairs are a part of the Missouri standards. 

Nebraska's standards include t1'JO of the eight phases 

of the usual rura.1 scl1ool library which are studied in this 

chapter, the number of boo.ks a librtU'Y shou.ld have had and. 

the location of the library. Nebr.s,ska prefers a reEding 

t!tlcove off the, c ss room, sepr,.rated by glass doors. This 

reading aleove should have at least eighty Juvenile books, 

not i:~rnludinf~ enoyclo.ped.1As, reference books 1 or diction-

tc2r1es. 

North D11kot2,. wants each rural school library to have 

e..t le::rnt one hundred books for each class room, ancl the 

state at" this state requires each school to ad.cl to this 
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library ecch yeRi". .Just ho'.i'.7 many books sho:!ld. be a.dded each 

year is 11ot mentioned in the North De.kota bulletin. Nothing 



else that would govern rural school libraries is included 

in the North Dakota bulletin. 

Ne York standards make two references which concern 

rural school libraries . One standard refers to the belief 

that the library room or alcove should be next to the class 

room, separated by a curta in or screen. Another standard 

asks for reading tables and chairs. 

Ohio's bulletin is consp1c1ous by the fact that it does 

not refer to t he rural school library . No requirements are 

given. 

Out of a total score of four hundred points on school 

buildings. Oklahoma gives t enty-five points to a library 

room and ten points to a reading nook . Nothing 1s said about 

the size of this room . Thi s library should contain at least 

t enty-five primary books, twenty-five intermediate books, 

und t wenty-five dvanced books . At least ten dollars per 

teacher should be spent on the library each year. Reading 

tables and book shelves are 1~oluded in t he Oklahoma 

standards. 

The Ore6 on Rtandards call ~or a 11st of at least fifty 

books chosen from the current state 11st . Oregon also in

cludes book shelveo as a part of its library standards. 

With these two exceptions no other requirement for libraries 

1s given 1n the Oregon bulletin. 

Tennessee's standards ask for a minimum of t wo books 

for each pupil and book shelves. No other library require

ment 1s found on the Tennessee score card . 
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Vermont s~.vs that eRch rural school room should have at 
~ . . 

lenst ten books a1:cl five neiiv books should. be added each year. 

Boc,k shelves atre considered standard. equipment by Vermont •. 

Vermont has no other library requirement tor rural schools. 

Washington hAs two_l1brary requirements, book shelves 

ana. reading room tables. 

However, Wyoming does give .f1V$ points on. its soor$ ca.rd to 

e.n extrs;_ room :for library purposes. 

et Virg1.n1a asks for· at least one J:mnd:t~ed. approved 

volumes in aetch .r1wa,l school room (Model School), and fifty 

volttm.e.s; in ettch room in the Second Class schools. West 

Virgir.ia conaio.ers book shelves Jand reading tables and ehai:c"s 

SUMJttARY 

Not one of the nineteen states make any requ11:'ements 

r::s to the ntlnlmum or ma1~1mum stize of a rural school library 

room. 

Foux·teen states set a minimum nu;mber of books for rural 

Mo:rt;h Dakota, Oklahoma, 

01."'egon, Tennessee, Vermont, W'est Vlrginia). 

All or the nineteen states om1 t .any requirement that 

i111ould set a def in:1 te amount or mon~y wh!cl1 would have ·to 

be spent on the library as a whole. 

1?:.ve states make prov1s1ons for replacement (I()wa, 
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Fourteen stat;es include book shelves in their s·tandards 

(Alabarna, Florida, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri,, Okla-. 

homa, Oregon, ~1ermessee, Vermont, Ylashington, 'Wyoming, and 

'/fest Virginia). 

None of the nineteen states se1i any kind ot a require

ment for floors and floor coverings. 

1fwo states mention the location of the 11brary. 

Nebraska and New York want the library to be next to the 

class room. 

1l1en states consider reading tables a.nd cha1rG stand

ard equipment. 



CHAPTER X 

OFFICE 

This chapter is devote(t to a study of .rura1 school 

offices, and the requirements of n1netel'?l1 stntes will be 

studied. '!'he size, location., and equipment o:r: the rurD.1 

school office will be the main f'actors around which the 

study in this chapter is built. 

It is generetlly agreed, by la:ynen and educators alike, 

that a well planned office is an t:lHH1et to any school. How~· 

ever 1 in a survey of rural schools Pnd r1 .. IY'2::l school stanrl

ards one finds th-st the o'ffice has been neglectod., an<l ln 

many instances one ean find hardly c,.ny semblance of an off1oe 

at e.11. 

Should a separate room be provided for an office? Only 

fout ... states out of nineteen refer to the rural school office 

as a separate unit. Alabama, Floric18,, Georgia, ancl Ohio 

indiof1te that the off1oe should be a. seps,rate unit. The 

size of the rural school office is not mentioned., arn::l only 

one state says anything about the loci1tion. GeorgiE SliYS 

the of:t"'ice should be centre.lly located. 

V.Jhere there was no definite ind.:tcgtion that the offi.ce 

should be considered a sep1.1re te unit of tbe school plant 

there was 110 reason why office equipment, in several oases., 

should be considered in this chapter. For exc1mple, if no 

provision is made, in a certain 11st of standards, :f'or an 

of'fioe, then 1 t .is only reasonable to assu!':le that no p::r:0 0-

vision should likewise be made for en .office cleslt or office 
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chairs. However, there are a few item.a of equ1pment ,rirhioh 

ea.n be associated with the o:f':f'ice or the ola.ss room, and even 

if there is not a. sepc)rHte room ror e.n offioeJI this pe.:rtie• 

u.lar equipment will be d.oing the work o:f rei,::;ular off ice 

equipl!lent. For that; reason; book oases anl 9abinets are 

given 1tyes1t ar 11 nott tabulat.ion in 1I'able No. XI regardless 

of whether of• not th~ state it refers to makes any pro

v1.a1on :ror an office. 

Table !Jo. XI shows that fourteen ataterJ consider book 

CG.sea or shelves standard equipment (Alabama,. :Flor1cla, 

Georgia., Iowa, Kansas, Lou1s1ana, M1sGiss1ppi,. Miasour1, 

Oklahoma, Oregon, 1fennessee, Vei·mont, WF.:.Shington, Wyoming, 

and West Virginia). 

'.t"'v:elve sta.tes have ea.bit1ets as a part of their stand .... 

a.rds (Alabama, Georgia., Iowa, X.smsas, Louls1ana, Mississippi, 

Missouri., New York, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Vex-mo11t, Wyoming). 

Georgia, one o:t" the tour states that a.sk tor a sepa

rate office room, ·hae embraced more of the items listed in 

this chapter than any other state. Georgia's standards em

braoe 0!1a.irs, desk, dupl1oators, filing cabinets and type

writers. 

Duplicators or mimeographs are included in the _stand

ards of seven states (Florida, Geo1;-g1at Iowa, Louisiana,. 

M1.ssouri, Oklab.om:i., and ;fennessee). 

fwo states ask for filing cabinets (Georgiat and Ok.1a.

horna). A typ~w:ri t.sr 1s ,o.onsidered standard equipment 'by 
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T BLE NO. XI 

TA)JDARDS ·i ICH APPLY fl!O OFFICE E 1J IPMENT I N THE RJ RAL SCHOOLS 

ua m 
U) S-4~ s.. 
(I) 0 0, (1) (l) 

tO tQ .µ .µ ,::: M 
~ .., «s M +> .... 0 0 
0 0) OS.. bl) (l) tt ~ ,0 
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Ala. Yes Yes No Ho No No No Mo No 

F'la. Yes No No No Yes No No No No 

Ga . Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No 

Iowa Yes Yes No No Yea No No No No 

Kans. Yes Yes No No No No No No No 

La. Yes Yes No No Yes No Yes No No 

Miss. Yes Yes No No No No No No No 

Mo. Yes Yes No Yes No No No Uo 

llebr. No No No No No No No No No 

N. D. No No No No No No No No No 

N -· Y. No Yes No No No No No Yes Yos 

Ohio No No No No No Mo No No No 

Okla. Yes Yes No No Yes Yes No No No 

Ore~. Yes No No No No No No No No 

Tenn. Yes Yes No No Yes No No No No 

Vt. Yes Yrrn No No No No No No No 

Wash . Yes No No No No No No No Mo 

Wyo. Yes Yes No No No No No No No 

w. Va. Yes lfo No No No No No No No 
-



G1;.1or•gia ancl Loufusiann. New York is the only state t;h~t has 

1nc1uc.1ed a telnph.on~ i;,nd mail box in 1 ta standards. 

room for rural school office J)urposes • 

. Alabama, Florid.!J, G·eorgia, !owH, Kannas, Loui.siana, 

Mis8issippi, 1~lissouri, Oklahomst, Oregon, Tennessee, Ver

mont, Washington, W;iroming,. and Yler;;it Vh"'ginia have included 

book cs.sea or .s:t1el ves 1n. their oi'ficrJ standard.a. 

i1Z1ssouri, New Y'ork, Ok1,1lioma, Tennessee, Verrnon.t,. ane 

Wyorcing have cabinets e,s t':i. pe.:rt of their· sti\ndards. 

Georgia recuires e, desk antl Cheirs :for a :rural sc!:1ool 

office. 

Florida, C}eorgir,, Iowa.,, J.,,l)ui.siana, Missourt. Oltlahoma~ 

an<l Tennessee inclucle d.uplic.e.tors or mim.eogr~rphs in their 

Georgis. and Oklr-1100.uI consider f11:tng cabinets stand

ard equipment. 

Ueorgia £u1cl l,ouisiana consider type1rrri ters standard 

equipL1ent. 

Hew York is t:ho onl:r sti'lte that has 1ncluded tele

\)hones and mall boxes in its otanclards • .,. . 
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Only on"-~ stsit.::, f1,s r: c'Lvem any c0nsiders;.tion to rural 

school gymn:o.sil1ms. Out of t;iH:i n1netecn1. states s·tud1ed 

MissisGippi, ;;:assouri, Neb:c&sk,~, Nor··~h D&..ko'f;a, Ne'Ji.r York, 

Ohio, OkLsl:i.om2.,. 0;;."egon, Te;:mesDec, Ve1"'mont, '.'~e.shington1; 

';,lyomin!s, t'lefrt Vi1:.•ginia) one st&;te, JJoPth 2:Jakota, has a 

definite place on its score card for a. gymnacium. 

Since 1927 North Dakota 

plant to have a g;rmnasium (graded e.rnl consolidated schools). 

The North Dakota scor·e ear'cl he.s no regult<.tions concer11.ing 

the st.e. tf}d size, location, seating, or equipment fo.r a. 

rural school gymnnsium. 

One sts.tH giveB a uc9r-e on i·ts c.s.;rd for rural school 

gymn~u;imns (North Dakota). Nothing is S&.id about; the size. 

location, se1a.ting, or equipment for cA rural school gym

nasium in the N.0 :cth Dakota ste.nd&.l"ds. 
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CHAPTER XII 

LUNCH ROOMS 

This ohapter is concerned with five phases of lunch 

rooms for rural sohools. The primary concern of this chap

ter is whether or not nineteen ste.tes have included lunch 

rooms in their standards, the size of these lunch rooms, 

location, equipment, and storage closets or cupboards. 

!owe. ancl Wyoming refer to lunch rooms in an indirect 

nmnner. Iowa• s score card states there must be some pro

visions made for hot lunch, and Wyom1ng1 s score card .says 

there roust be some provisions made for a room which can be 

used for shop, luncl1, or pla.y. With t11\1'0 oth8r references 

in regard to hot luneh equipment (pots, pans, 'bowls., dish 

towels, etc.) by Nebre.ska and Tennessee, these forr11 the 

only regulatory measures found in the nineteen score cards 

which pertain to lunch rooms. 

Georgia, Kansas, Oklahoma., t=md Tennessee ask for look

ers or cupboe:rds ich could be used for luneh storage pur

poses, but these states make no direct reference in behalf 

of a separt:i:te room for lunch accommodations. 

SUMMARY 

Iowa ancl Wyoming aslt th::; t provisions be made for a 

lunch room. Nebraska t:rnd Tennessee ask for hot lunch 

equipment, ana_ Georgi.a, Kansas, Oklahoma, and Tennessee want 

lunch cupboards. The remaining eleven states have no lunch 
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room provisions in their score cards (Alabama, Floridti, 

Louisiana, tliss1ss1pp1, Missouri, North Dakota., New Y9rk, 

Ohio, Oregon, Vermont, W'ashington, s,nd West Virginia). 
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OHl~'rER XIII 

AUDITORitn! 

Ta1lle No. Xii shows th11:t four states have included an 

extra room :t'or an auditorium 1n their standards. Florida, 

Georgia, Oh1o, and Wyoming make this requ1:r-ement e. part or 
their standards. 

Only Georgia. gives any requirements which would govern 

an aud1tor1um•e size, seating, stage equipment., etc. These 

requirements are not speoi:f1o. Georgia's standards say the 

auditoriwn must be adequate in size, the auditorlum sea.ts 

must be standard seats, and the stage equipment.must be 

suitable. Nothing is said about dressing rooms. 

No recommendation is made fqr a combination auditorium.

gymnasium by a.my of these states. 

SUMMARY 

Four states include an extra. room for an auditorium 

in their standards. Florid.a, Georgia,. Ohio, an~ Wyoming 

make this requireme.nt a part of their standards. 

Only Georgia hns given any requirements which would 

govern an a.ud1torlum ts size, sea.ting, and stage equipment. 

Georgia's standards say the auditorium must be adequate in 

size, the seats must be ste.ndara., and the stage equipm~nt 

must be suitable. Nothing is said about dressing rooms. 

No reeommend.ation is made for a combination auditor

ium and gymnasium by any of these states. 
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TABIJE NO . XII 

FIVE PHASES OF THE RURAL SCHOOL AUDITORIUM 

Extra 
room 
for Dress-
aud1- Stage ing 

State torium Size Sea ting equipment room 

Ala. No 
-

Ga. Yes Adequate Standard Suitable No 

Iowa No 

Fla. Yes No No No No 

Kans. No 

La. No 
-

Miss. No 

Mo. No 

Nebr. No 

N. D. No 

N. Y. No 

Ohio Yes No No No No 

Okla . No 

Ore~. No 

Tenn. Yes No No No No 

Vt. No 

Wash . No 

Wyo. Yes 

w. Va. . No 



CHAPTER XIV 

This chapter i1:1 conoerned th the stud,y of the stand

ards of nineteen states ~1l0h pertain to visual education 

equipment. Seven items of visual educetion equipment are 

included. in this study. 'Phey are: Tu1aps, ohar-ts, globes, 

motion pictm:~e equipment 1 still pieture equip:ment, burlaps, 

nnd display bOE\rd.s and museums. 

TD .. ble No. XIII lists these nineteen ste.tes ln alpha

heticD.1 order Eina. shmrrn whether or not; they have includ.ed 

t:7:-:iese seven i terms of visual eduoD:tion equi:p:me:nt in their 

;\.la,bec:ma' s score ca.rd gives cred1 t for maps and globes, 

but charts, motion picture equipment, st111 pleture equip

ment, burlB.p~ and display boards, and museums are not 

given credit. 

The Florida score card gives credit for maps, charts, 

globes, still picture equipment, and burlaps and tiisplay 

boards., but no credit 1s given for motion pictu1·e equip-

men't or museums. 

Georglats score card credits maps, ohal"ts, e.na. globes, 

but no provisions are made f'or motion picture equipment, 

still picture equipment, burlaps and display boax•ds or 

museums. 

Iow.a•s score card asks foi.~ mG;::ps Emd globe.s. Charts, 

motion picture equipment, still picture equipment, burlaps 

and display l)o&.rds, and museums ere not included on the Iowa 
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'l'ABL ,' . NO. XIII 

ITEMS OF VISUAL DUCATION EQUIPMENT 

Bur-
laps 

fot1on Still and 
Picture picture dis-

State laps Charts Globes equip- equip- play useums 
ment ment boards 

Ala . Yes No Yes No No No No 

Fla. Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yee No 

Ga. Yes Yes Yes No No No No 

Iowa Yes No Yes No No No No 

Ka.ns . Yes Yes Yes No No No No 

La. Yes Mo Yee No No No No 

Miss. Yes No Yes No No No No 

Mo . Yes No Yes No .. No Yes No 

Nebr . Yes Yes Yes No No No No 

N. D. Yes No Yes No No No No 

N. Y. No No No No No . No No 

Ohio No No No No No No No 

Okla. Yes Yes Yes No No ·Yes No 

Ore~ . Yes No Yes No No Yes No 

Tenn. Yea No Yes No No No No 

Vt. Yea No Yes No No No No 

Wash . Yes No Yes No No No No 

WYO . Yes Yes Yes No No No No 

w. Va, Yes Yes Yes No No Yes No 



score card. 

The Kansas score ca.rd considers maps 1 charts, .and globes 

stand2rd eq_u1pm.ent. Kansas does not; mStke e_ny :provisions on 

1 ts cs.:i.0 d for motion picture equipment, still picture equip

ment, l)urla.pz End display boards, e.nct museums. 

'Two items of visual ed.uoe.tion equipment a;r•e eons1dered 

on the T.,.iouis1.sma seore 021:rd, maps and globes. Charts, motion 

:)ictu:."e equipn1.1::mt, still piotul''e equipment, burlaps and dis

play boa1"ds, F-tnd museums ec_rs not given any consideration. 

M.issii:rs1ppi, in hu,.rm.ony with Louisiana, a,~cepts maps 

a_n(l globes as FJ. pa1"t of it;s standeJ."rls, aml does not mention 

ch~rts, motion picture equipment, still. picture equipment., 

burlaps ~.!ld displa;r boe..rd.s, and r.auseums. 

fuissouri's score card makes p~ovisions for the aecred-

1t1ng of maps, glo-bes, and burlaps and display_boards, but 

the other items of equipment are not mentioned. 

Hebre.slrn. gives credit to three items of visual educa

tion equipment, maps, charts,, and globes, and the othe1 ... 

1 terns of visual ed.ueation equipment are not mentioned. 

!forth Dr::,kota 1 s oe.rd Baka a provisions fox~ the accredit

ing of t~o items, maps, and giobes. No othar visual edu

cation equipment is '.'.nentioned. 

New York's score ea.rd has no provisions for visual 

educat.inn equipment. 

Ohio hBs no provisions for visual educ1iti,on equ1pment 

in its h1lletin. 
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Oklahoma considers four items of visual education 

€qu.1:pment a part of lts eta.nd.s:rds: !1~e.ps, ehsrts. globes, 

an:1 burlaps a.nd display boards. IViotion picture equipment, 

still picture equipment, e,nd museums are not mentionecl on 

the Oklahoma score caret. 

Oregon•s card asku for maps, globes, and. burlaps and 

di spla.y boards. No other i 1:; ems of vi sua.l educe t1 on equip• 

ment are included on the Oregon card. 

Tennessee, Verm.oni;, and Washington are alike in their 

e.cceptonce of r:iaps ::tnd. globes W3 Pt pa.rt of their standards, 

and their disregard of all other items of visual eqttipwent. 

W?omtng aooepts maps, chartH, and globes a.s standards, 

and gi ".res no crerli t on 1 ts score eard for motion picture 

equipm<?nt, still pi?ture equipment, bur-laps and display 

boards I and museums. 

West Virginia has incl11.ded four of these 1te:1!S in. i te 

stand.ards: Maps, charts, globes, and burla~ps and cHsplay 

1::ios.rds. Motion picture equipment, still picture eq-i;:tipment, 

c~n.d mt1set1!ns· t:re not on t11.e V/est, Vir1iinia gcore oa.re.l. 

Studying the ninet-een ste.tes as a whole, it will be ob

served thr,t seventeen states make provisions for the acc:red

:'i. t:lng of rwps as ete.nde_rd equipment (Alabama, Florida, 

(}eorgia, Iowa, Ke.1·1sas_. L.ouisiam,1.: Mississippi, Missouri, 

N'ebraske.t North Dako·ta, Oklahoma" Oregol'.l, Tennessee, Vermont, 

Washington, Wyoming, encl West Virginia). Two ata.tes 1,1ay 

nothing about maps on their oards (Ohio and Ifow York). 
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Seven of the nineteen statet s-ctJoept charts as a. :part of 

their rural schools• stand.srd equipment o,.,1c,r·ida, Georgia, 

Kansas 1 Nebraska, Okls.homa, 'Wyoming, and West Vit"'ginia), 

while 1;~1relve stti.tes have no place on their cards for this 

ps.rticula.r• 1 tem of equipment {Alabama, Iowa, Louieiana, 

:llfiissi:irnippi, tt1asout"i, North Dakota, Net,v York.., On.lo, Oregon, 

'l'ennessee, Vermont, and Washington.) 

Two states, New York and Ohlo, give no credit for globes, 

ancl the other seventeen states give. a place on their score 

ce.rds for the accrediting of globes. 

None of these nineteen states give any credit for motion 

1:)ioture equipment and only- one state :hBe +ncluded still pio

tur e equipment in 1 ts .standards (Florida) • 

Five states recommend burlaps and display boar~s (Flor

id.a, Missouri, OklahomEt, Oregon, and West Virginia). 

Museums a.re not mentioned. by any of these states. 

sum:rtARY 

Map.s are considered standard equipment by Alabama, Flor

ida, Georgia, Iowa, Kansas:, Louieiana, Mississippi, Missouri, 

Nebrc, ska, ?forth Dakota, Oklahoma, Oi"egon, Tennessee, Vermont, 

Washington, Wyor:ling, snd. West Virginia. Oh1o and Ne'J'.r York 

say no·thing about maps. 

Florida, Georgia., Kanev.s, !Jebraska, Oklahoma, Wyoming, 

and West Virginie. have ehe,rts as stsmdard equipment. 

Alabam,'Sl., Io1,a, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, North 

Dakota,. New York, Ohio, Oregon, Tennessee, Vermont, ana_ 



Washington do not inolude charts on their soore cards. 

All of these nineteen states ,_rith the exceptions or 

New York and Ohio give credit for globes. 

:motion picture equipment is not included on the score 

oard of even one of these·n1neteen states, and Florida is 

the only f?!ta.te giving any consideration to still picture 

equipment. 

Five states r-ecomraend burlaps and display bo.s.J:"ds 

( Florida, Missouri; Oklahoma, Oregon, and West Virginia). 

Museums are not mentioned by any of these states. 
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CHAPTER XV 

TOILTI!TS 

This chapte.r ts concerned with the study of the stana_

ard.s of nineteen states which pertain ta rural school 

toilets~ Five phases of this subject are studied in this 

chapter. These five phases are~ S1z.e of toilets, +ooa.tion, 

nu:!lber of toilets, care of toilets, Rind of toilets. 

Table No. XIV gives, in alphabetical order, nineteen 

states with their standards. 

A survey of this table will show that Alabama says 

nothing about the size of rural school to1lets, nnd that 

the other eighteen states following Alabama on the list 

say nothing about size. 

The second oolum.n shows that seven ste.tes make SOTfle 

kind of a regulation governi.ng the loeation of toilets. 

Iowa• s soore ca.rd. says the location must be p:roper; Miss-

1seipp1 says the location must be oonven1ent; Nebraska wants 

the boys' and girls' toilets to be as far ape.rt as possible; 

New York says the boy.a' and girls' toilets must be complete

ly separe.ted, they should be behind the school house, sepa

rDted from ea.ch other by at least f'1:fty ·.feet or by a board 

fenoe; Yi. Virginia says the two toilets should be located on. 

opposite corners o.f the school lot, not less than thirty 

feet from the school building; Vermont says the toilets 

should be e.t least twenty feet from the school 'building and 

one foot or more apert. They should be connected by a. 

divided passa.ge-way to the school building; and Wyoming ask.s 
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81 ze 
of 
toi-

St a te lets 

Ala . No 

Fla . No 

Ga. No 

Iowa No 

Kane .. No 

La . No 

Miss. No 

Mo. No 

Nebr. No 

N. D. No 

N. Y. No 

Ohio No 

Okla . No 

Oreg. No 

Tenn . No 

Vt. No 

Wash . No 

Wyo . No 

w. Va . No 

TABLE NO . XIV 

PHASES RELATING TO ~OILETS 

No. of Care of 
Loca tion toilets toilets 

No No Sanitary 

No Two Sanitary 

No Two Sanitary 

Proper ho Screened 

No No Clean 

No No Sanitary 

Comvenient No Clean 

No No Sanitary 
Far apart Clean and 
a s Two free .from 
DOSB1ble ma r ks 

No Mo No 
No 

Yes Two markings 

No No No 

No No No 
Sanitary 

No Two clean 

No Adeauate Clean 

Yes Two Clean 

No Two Olean 
Clean 

Yes '.rwo pai nt ed 
screened 
Sanitary 

Yes No clean & no 
markings 
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Kind of 
toilets 

Annroved tvoe 

I.ndoor or out 

Flush or ui t 

Inside or out 

Inside or out 

Aonroved type 
Flush or 
Chemical 

Sanitary toilet 

Flush or 
outside 

I nsid e or out 
Chem1oal, p1t 
or nush 
Inside 
oreferred 

Pit or i nside 

Inside or out 
Comply with 
sta t e sta ndards 
Outside or 
flush 

Inside or out 

Inside or 
flush 

Outside or 
inside f l ush 



for a suitable location. 

The rerrwdning trrnlve stD.tes ve nothing on theil"' score 

t the location of toilets {Alabama, Florida, 

Nine states ask specifically for two toilets {Florida, 

Tennessee says there nust he ~,dequate 

toilet facilities. 

Nine states have nothing on t;heir score oe:rc",s '.:Jh!'"ch 

nmld. govern the number of rural school toilets (Alabar:1e., 

Kf:nse..s, Louisiana, r,assiseippi., Mt~souri, North Dakota, 

Oh:i.o, Olt1ahomo., tind West Virginia}. 

!forth Dn.kota, Ohio, and Oklahoma say nothing about 

the oare of toilets. The rema.ining sixteen states, as 

shown by the fourth column of Table No. XIV~ have at 

least one or two words or statements which gmrern. t:he care 

of toilets. 

A11 of the nineteen states make rrnme kind o:t' a refer-

ence s.E: to the type of toilet they prefer. Alabama and 

Louisie,na ask for an approved type of toilet, but: no im:1.1-

cation is given on their score cards a.s to what type of 

toilet they would approve. Th.e other states qui t.e unani

mously prefer the indoor :flush toi.let, but the outside 

toilet is acce3)ted under certain conditions. 

Seven states have talrnn the precaution to add a few 



explanatory remarks to their requeets 1 and in these remarks 

they give their opinions as to vino.t constitutes a.n aooeptable 

toilet. Florida. says tho toilets must insure privacy, they 

must be sanitary, and 11Jell ventllated. Georgia vmnts ea.eh 

boys 1 toilet1 to have f?. urinal trough with twentjr :teat for 

each one hundred "boys. Nebraska asks 'for a lattice fence 

or a board shield in front of each outside toilet. North 

Da.kotat s score card a.slrn that each First Class school must 

hnve inside toilets. Second Class and Consolidated schools 

must have inside toilets in new schools seeking classifi

cation. All outsHle toilets must lw.ve storm sheds with 

doors. Hew York aelta for shield,e Gt entrances, and all 

toilets must be i,vell lighted and ventilated. Vermont asks 

for fly screened sanitary toilets, clean, well. ventilated 

snd carefully supervised. West 1!irgin1a ,~ants all toilets 

to hrwe a fly tight be.se and seat; they must be aani tary 

with no unsightly marking. 

SUt'[l!t,ARY 

A definite size for a rural school toilet is not men

tioned by any of the nineteen states. 

Out t1f the nineteen states seven of them make some 

kind ot a regulation governing the location of toilets 

(Iowt:,, M1asisg1.pp1, N~braska, New York, West Virginia,, 

Wyoming, and Vermont). 

Florida, Georgia .• Iowa, l'JebrEiska, Oregon, Vermont, 

Wow Y.'orki Wash.ingtonJ and Wyoming ask specifically for 

two toilets. Tennessee·aaks for adequa..te toilet 
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fe,c.111 ties. 

i:forth Dakota, Ohio, a.nd Ok.la.hom~t sr,y nothing aJ)out the 

care of toilets. The either sixteen .states re:f'er 1;o the o&:re 

of toilets in some rnanner. 

All of the nineteen states make some kind cf a. ref er

e nee 8.s to the type of toilet they prefer. 

Inside .flush toilets 9.;re preferred.. Outside toilets 

are accepted if they are clea.n El.mi s,~nitery. 
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l?LAYGROUtID 

which pert-sin to five :phrises of rural school playgrounds: 

Size, location, clr&:i~1.s;;e t type of ground preferred, and 

pla;yGround equipment. This chapter nw..kes no attempt to 

school ground as ti v1hole. Only the psll?t of the school 

ground ~esignatecl as playground or play terrttory is con-

sic:lerecl. 

Taking enoh of these states in alpha.het1..eal oro.er. it 

will 1:e observed by a survsy of Table No. XV that none of 

these st&.tes he.s included &11 of the five· standards which 

concern playgrounds ( in their score Ge.z:-ds). ln several cases 

where these standa.rds haye been included only an indirect 

rete.rence to a recommend.ation was given. Al&b~ma, for 

in~tanee,, says the playground must be ample in size and the 

loosttion must be satisfaotory. J:.fo explanation was given 

on the Alabama score card which would ola.rify the wot·ds 

11 ample 11 e.nd Hsatis'f'aotoryn. Alabama asks th~ct the play-

ground be well drained, but nothing i.s said ~bout t.he type 

of ground preferred or playground equipment. 

Florida, mol"e specific than Alabama, recmmnends ,,rw
hundred aqua.re :feet of ground per ohild for pls.yground pur

poses. The Florlda eard does not mention 1oeat1on, drain-

with the statement that inexpensive equipment such as bats . 



and bal1s should be secured. 

The Georgi . score card does not contain re 11at1ons 

or recommendations pertaining to playgrounds . 

The onl y requirement set up by ·the I o· a standards was 

th~t play equipments ch s bats and b~ ls , a sand- ? ile, and 

one or to of the larger types of pl, y~ound e quipment hould 

be secured . Nothing is . said about th size, location, drain

age, a nd t ype of ground . 

Kans A asks tha t the playground be drained and that 

such equipment a s bat s and balls be provided . o other 

requirement is . given on the Kansas score card . 

Louisiana a sks for a well drained playg~ ound, ample 

in size , 1th adequate playground equipment . No i nterpre

tations of t he ords ample and adequate are given on t he 

score card . No other pl aygr ound requirement or recommen

dation is given on the Louisiana card. 

·1ss1ss1ppi's score card asks for a drained playground, 

ample in size, with at leas t three kinds of playground 

equipment sufficient for all ch ildren . No recommenda tions 

are g ivne as to the types of play equipment hich should be 

used , and neither 1s an interpretation given of the 9rd 

a mple . Mississippi has no other pl ayground standards . 

Mis ouri ' s oard devoted one statement to t he rura l 

school pl ayground . 'l"ue 1ssour1 score card asks for a 

playgr ound equipped for carrying en a play program . The 

playgronnd 1s not mentioned in any other way . 
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TABLE l>JO. XV 

I 
. 

!ype of 
·~;.:;,~->..::...,.~~-

ground 

f - ' f 
preferred 

, t c:11. z,e l). Loe- 1_:;.,layg1"'ouncl) Playground .~~:.tet~d- e.'tion D:ral 11.e;,J;?e Cexclusi velo;r) ecu!nment --· S&tls .... 
AL-,. Am11le fao- Yes Wo No 

tor:,;,,. 
~· ...... ~ -

=11 11 ~ a. Y:es }Jo No 
I 
.I No Yes -

GR• Ifo l{o !Jo No No ,~.....,. 

Ir),,vr~ Ifo No Mo No Yee. 
~' 

K:;:ns. !Jo No· 'Yes No Yes 
'. 

.. _ 
!fr). les no Yes No Yes 

~"'#"~ 

i..Ci SE. Yea No Yes No Yes ·. .,,.~~'!C"~n 

Mo •. :;:~o No No ! No Yes 

Nebr-. No lio - Yea N°Q Yes 

N. D. No No i10 No Yes 

N. V -· No No Yes I 
j No Yes .. 
l 

Ohio Yos No Yes No Yes 

Okl.s.. No No Yes No Yc~s 

Oreg. No No Mo Wo Yes 

Tenn. No !Jo Ho i lfo Yes 

Vt. No Uo no Mo .Y$S 

Wash. Yes No No No Y'es 

1Jyo. Yes jJo 'Yes !fo Yes 

rn- Va. Yea No Yes No Yes ~1.: ' 



Nebre.ska asks for a dra.ined playground which contains 

at least four kin s of f;yground equipmtnt . Nothing 0 • ecif'-

1c iG given w1ich old tend. to reco meno. the particular 
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t ype of e riuiprnent which shrmld be used, nor is any other play

ground r q ire. nt given . 

The .forth Dc,kota etan ards dlamis 0 t h e rur.s.l pla, ground 

\"i th t'.1e single stipuletion tha.t there shoul(?. e pl"ygr und 

equipment suitable for 1;he age of the pupils. 

e York ~sks for a drained pl ayground hich cont ins 

the fol lo ,1ng equipment or the equivalent:. S 1ng, sand

pile, teeter board , horizontal bar , volley ball, ball and 

bst, and a volley ball net. Less 111 be accepted 1n schools 

11th re er than ten pupils. New York's card has no other 

playground requirement. 

Ohio want s a well drained playground, ample in size , 

1th adequate pla equipment. No other recommendation or 

requirement ls given . 

Oklahoma asks for a well draine playground. Credit 

is given on the Oklahoma score oard to the fol l owing items 

of playgr ound equipment: Swings, giant strides, flying 

jennies, ocean aves, see sa s, basketball court, horse

shoe curt, croquet set and co rt , baseball field and base

ball eq~1pment , softba 1 field and equipment. Oklahoma 

mentio s more specific types of play equipment than any 0£ 

the ot er 1ghteen states 1n this study. 

Oregon dis sses the rural playground ,.1th the single 

requirement that there should be provided at least three 



kinds of playground equipment . 

Tennessee ' s only requirement is tha t the playground 

have at least three kinds of playground equi pment . 

Vermont ' s only playg,:-ound requirement ts 9. request for 

outdoor play equi pment such as bean bags, teeter totters , . 

swings, ropes, rings, basketball and volley bal l equipment . 

Washington asks for a fenced or well kept playground 

of a.t least one acre with supervis ed pl ay pr ovided tor by 

the use of suoh _equ1pment as tennis , basketball, and base

ball fac111t1es . 

Wyc;,ming asks for a playground that 1s ample and adapted 

to play . I t should be well drained and. have at least three 

kinds of play equ1.pment . The word ample is not Olf?.rifled, 

nor is a det1n1te type of play apparatus mentioned. 

West Virginia asks for one-half acre or more of well 

drained ground with at least two pieces of pl ay equipment 

for eao:b room~ No other playground standard 1s given by 

West Virginia. 

Surveying the nineteen states as a whole i t 111 be 

observed that eight states make some kind of a recommenda

tion h1ch oo.noerns the size of a rural phase of the play

ground (Alabama., Flori da, Louisi ana; J41 , s 1ss1pp1 , Oh1oa 

Washington, yoming, and Went Virginia) . 

Only one state, Alabama, says anything about the l o

cation of a pl ayground , and the ord se.t i sf'aotory i ii used 

to designate the location in th_e case of this state. 

Ten states consider drainage on their score cards 
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(Alabama, Kansas, Louisiana, 1ss1ss1pp1, Nebrask~,. New 

York, Ohio, Oklahoma, yoming, and est Virginia) . 

No state has any suggestion as to the type of ground 

h1oh should be used for playground purposes . 

Seventeen states have some kind of a standard which 

rei'"ers to playground equi pment (Flori da, I owa , Kansas , 

Louisiana, 1se1ss1pp1 , Mis souri, Nebraska, Nor th Dakota, 

New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon , 'r~nnessee , Vermont , Wash

ington, yoming, and est Virginia) . Out of these seven

teen, Oklahoma suggests and gives credit to the greatest 

number of types of playground equipment . 

I n the standards or nineteen states dealing with play

grounds for the rural sehools, eight states consi der size 

an important element and give ored.1t for it on their score 

e ds (Alabama, Flor ida , Loui ai ana, _M1se1 ss1pp1 ., Ohi o, Wash

ington, Wyoming, and West V1rg1n1a). 

Ala.bam is the only one of the nineteen s tat e s which 

mentions the looat1on ot the playground . Alabama says the 

location must be satisfactory . 

Ten states consider drainage (Alabama, Kansas, Louis

iana, ?iUss1ss1pp1,. Nebraska , Ne York , Ohio, Oklahoma, 

Wyoming, and est Vir ginia) . 

The type of ground to be used for exclusi ve pl ay

ground.purposes 1s not mentioned by any of these nineteen 

states . 

Seventeen states include playground equipment in thei r 
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standards (Florida, I owa, Kansas, Lou1.s1ana , M1ss1;SB1pp1, 

Missouri, Nebra ska, North Dakota, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, 

Oregon , T~nnessee, Vermont, Washington, Wyoming, and West 

Virgi n i a ). 
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CHAPTER XVII 

SAFETY TO LIFE 

The standards of nineteen states whi oh apply to safety 

and the equipment and considerations necessary for the pro-
i 

motion of safety are studied in this chapter . Seven phases 
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of the subject are considered: Corridors, fire escapes, fire 

alarm~, fire extinguishers, stairways, foundations, and storm 

caves, This chapter w111 show whether or not these nineteen 

states have included this equipment in their standards, and 

in the case of foundations, corridors, and stairways, show 

regulations and requirements which should be observed . 

The Alabama score cafd does not give credit to any of 

these safety requirements . 

Flor1da1 s standards ask for fire esoapes,.and no other 

credit 1s given to any other safety equipment. 

Georgia asks ror a good :foundation in the requirement 

for safety and also ;'ire esoapes . Ho other safety devioe or 

measure 1s mentioned. 

Iowa asks for a good foundation and with this exception 

nothing is said about safety equipment . 

Kansas does not give credit to any of the safety measur-

es or devices. 

Loui.s1ana does not give credit to any of this equipment 

nor is anything said in the Louisiana stand~rds about regu

l atory measures tor corridors and sta irways. 

Mississippi gives forty points on 1ts score oard to the 

school building, and out of this forty points s1x of them a.re 



103 

!ABLE, NO . XVI 

SAFETY PROVISIONS INCLUDED IN THE STANDARDS 

ll ,.. 
Ul (l) 

e ,d = m k Ul co 0 
~ aS .... t>. ...... 
0 r-1 ?o <U .µ O'l 

r.o rd t'd e ~ (I) 

(I) .... s::: § 8 Pt 
+:, M (I) G>.-1 ...... ~ G> Cl) ai 
<t1 Sot M !;'t< d 0 I> s...o 
.µ 0 ..-1 .µ 0 p cd .,..i O'l 

Ol 0 rz. rz.~ Ol F4 mo fa. liq 

Ala. No No No No No No No 

Fla . No No No No No No Yee 

Ga . No No No Ho Yes No Yes 

Iowa No No No No Yes No No 

Kans. No No Uo No No No No 

La. No No No No No No No 

Miss . No No No No Yes No No 

Mo. No No No No No No No 

Nebr . No No No No No Yes No 

N. D. No No Uo No No No No 

N. Y. No No Yes No Yes No No 

Ohio Yes Y.'es Yes Yea No No No 

Okla . No No No No Yes Yes No 

Ore£? . No No No No Ye13 No No 

Tenn . No No No No No No No 

Vt . Uo No No No Yea No No 

Wash . No No No No No No No 

Wvo . No No Yes No No No No 

w. Va. No No Mo No Yes No No 



given_to the oundation . 

given. 

othtng more definite than this is 

ls.sour1• s score card does not include any of these 

safety devices or measures . 

ebraska asks for a otorm cave and nothing more ~n re

gard to safety . This storm eave · uat be dry and safe . . 

.forth Dakota asks for none of these safety devices . 

Ne York asks for fire extinguishers and~ good lo

cation . No other safety standard 1s mentioned . 
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I n regard to corridors and stairways, Ohio asks that 

they be properly heated, lighted and of adequate size. There 

must be easy means of egress .. Ohio asks for fire alarms and 

fire extinguishers. Nothing 1s said about the foundation, 

storm oaves, or f1re esoapes (unless easy means of egress 

ould include fire escapes). 

Oklahoma asks for a good solid f'oundat1on and a storm 

cave . No other safety standard is included. 

Oregon has one requirement : A good toun~ation. 

Tennessee has none of these requirements . 

Vermont has one of these requ.1rements : A good 

foundation • 

. ash1ngton has none of these requirements . 

Jlyoming has one requirement : Fire ex:tingu1shera. 

~est Virginia asks for a substantial, completely closed 

foundation. 

Table No . XVI lists these nineteen states in alphabet

ical order w1th their safety standards . The first column 
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shO\ that one state he.s safety measures regulating for ed 

corridors (Ohio) . The s oond column shows that Ohio is agai n 

the on y state asking for one of these safety devices, fire 

alarms, Three states aok for fire extinguishers (New York, 

Ohio, and yarn ing) . Ohio is the only state having regulations 

pertaining to stair e.ys in its standards . Eight states give 

credit to foundations (Georgia , Iowa, 1ssiss+PP1 , New York, 

Oklahoma, Oregon , Vermont, and est Virginia) . To states 

k for a storm cave (Nebraska and Oklahom~) , and to states 

ask for fire escapes (Florida and G~orgia) . 

Out of the nineteen states Ohio 's questio~s cover more 

of these safety standards than any other state. 

SUMMARY 

Seven safety devices or provisions were considered in 

this ohapte.r . They are ! Corridors, fire alarms, f ire 

ext1ngu1s 1er a, stairways, foundations, storm caves, and 

fire escapes . 

One st4lte out of the nineteen studied in this chap ... 

ter refers to corridors (Ohio) . 

One state a ks for fire alarms (Ohio) . 

Three states ~sk for fire extinguishers (New York , 

Ohio, and yoning) . 

The regul tions of one state refer to stairways (Ohio). 

Eight states ask for a good foundation (Georgia., Iowa, 

M,ssiss1pp1, New York, Oklahoma, Oregon, Vermont, and West 

Virginia ). 



Two states aslt for a storm oave (Nebraska and Okla

homa), a~d. two states ask for f1re escapes (Florida and 

Georgia) . 

Seven states ask for none of these standards in their 

score cards (Alabama, Kansas,, Lou1$1ana, liiasouri, North 

Dakota, Tennessee , and. Washington) . 
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CHAPTER XVIII 

AES THE'111C 

This chapter 1s concerned dth the standards of nine

teen states which pertain to aesthetic quel:1.t1'9 of a 

rural school building. This chapter deals• it the st nd .... 

a. ·ds from t hese states •ivhicl refer to the oost desirable 

color and color scheoea for cla.<1 s r o9m, , library r ooms, 

and interior and exterior decorations . 

Alab,oa ' s score card asks for an approved oolor 

scheme i n each room nd the building musi be painted inside 

and outside . o explanation 1s given as to just w at an 

approved color scheme 1s, nor 1a any speclfio color mention

ed :tbr the exterior . Alsb~a says nothing about the color 

of the ialls inn library . 

Florida ' s standards oall for a definite color scheme 

for class rooms. Th.e alls should be pa1nte a light gray, 

buft , tan, or a V6'f?Y light green, and the ceilings should 

be a lighter ~olor . The exterior must be painted (no 

definite color giv~n), and nothing is ssid a.bout library 

alls and ceilings . 

Geo g1a prefers cream colored alls w1th hile ce11-

1ngs and dar wood ork. Georgia says the inside and out

side should be properly finished . 

lo a says the walls and ceilings must be _properly 

tinted , a nd all buildings must be well painted . 

Kansas prefers buff colored wal ~ wit h ivory ceilings, 

and the exterior must be well painted. 
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Louisiana's only requirement in this respect 1s that 

the rural school building must be painted inside and outside . 

issisaippi says a light oolor is pref rred for all in

side rooms and there must be good outside paint . 

1ssour1's score card says all inside rooms should be 

tinted according to an approved plan of interior ecoration. 

othing is said about exterior pa.int, but there is a require

ment that the building must be kept in good condition. 

xebraska prefers light buff, light blue, or pale green 

colors for class room walls, with ceilings painted cream or 

white . 

lebraska ants the exterior painted. 

New York wants good quality aterial used throughout 

the school building. The building must be tas tefully paint

ed or varnished on the interior., and properly painted on the 

exterior , There must be good workmanshipt with no unneces

sary carving or f'luting . alls and oe111ngs should be paint

ed a aolor that would reflect 11ght and be pl~asing to the 

eye . Lig~t buff, gi•ay , light green, and oream colors are 

preferred. 

Ohio's only requirement in thi s respect is th~t the 

building must be painted on the inside and outside , 

Oklahoma ants the inside alls to have the right tint 

and the building ust be painted . 

Oregon asks for a well painted exterior. The interior 

alls must be in good condition, preferably painted a light 

shade (oream, buff, tan, or light gray) . 
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TAB 8 JO . XVII 

STANDARDS O CERTAI AESTHETIC Q'JALI:t"IES 

CLASS ROOMS LIBRARY ROOMS DECORATI ONS 

C M M 

~ bO 0 0 
r;l) r= .... .... 
G) 0) 'f"'i m .-I r,.. S.. 
.µ r-1 r-l r-i ,-f ¢) CD 

as r-i .... r-i .... ,l,,) 4,-> 

4,-> (I) td C> t:: X 
m 0 ~ 0 H ~ 

Ala. Yes Yes No No Yes Yes 

Fla . Yes Yes No No Yes Yes 

Ga . Yes Yea lo No, Yes Yes 

Iowa Yes Yee No No Yes Yes . 

Kana . Yee Yes No No Yes Yes 

La. No No No No Yes Yes 

M!.sa . Yes Yea No No Yes Yes 

Mo. Yes Yes Bo No Yes .No 

Nebr . Yes Yes No No Yes Yes 

N. D. No No No No No No 

N. Y. Yes Yes I.Zo No Yes Yes 
.. 

Ohio No No No No Yes Yes 

Okla . Yes No No No Yes Yes 

Oree:. Yes No No No Yes Yes 
~ 

Tenn . Yes Yes No No Yes Yes ,,. 

Vt. Yes Yes No No Yes Yes -
Wash . No No No No Yes Yes 

Wyo . No No No No Yes Yes 

w. Va . Yes Yes No No Yes Yeo 



Tennessee ' s only reauirement in th1e respeot is that 

the bui:!.ding· be painted suitable colors both 1ns1d.e and 

outside . 

Vermont w nts an attractive exterior and interior. 

Both the exterior and interior should be suitably painted. 

e alls should be painted buff, green, t an or gray ! Ce11-

.1ngs should be painted pearl, ivory, white, or cream. 

. shington• s only requirement in this respeo1' is that 

the building should be painted inside and outside . 

Wyoming's only requirement in this respect 1~ that 

the building sh ould be painted inside and outside . 

North Dakota's score ea.rd has no requirements or 

stand~rds for the color of class ~om alls or ceilings , 

libraries, interiors or exterior s . 

est Virginia suggests hite, gray, or buf'f for ex

terior colors, 1th trimmings 1n gray , brown, or dark green . 

or the interior, light bu~f, 11ght gray, and light green 

should be 1.tsed tor t he all~, and 1 vory, cream , or pearl 

hite sed for the ceilings . It there ,.a any wa1nscot1ng 
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in any class room it should be not less than three ~eet high , 

colored dark bro m or natural ood 1th a non-gloss finish . 

An oxa ination of Table Mo . XVII ill sho that four

teen states consider the color of a class room all important 

enough to give it credit on their score cards . These states. 

Alabe.ma , or1(1a .• Georgia, Iowa , Kanse s; :U1as1ss1pp1, M1ssour1, 

Nebrasla 1 ew York, Oklahoma, Oregon, Tennessee, Vermont, and 

West Virginia , 11th the exception of Oregon and Oklahoma , al so 



refe to the color of ceilinbs • 

one of these ,states akes a dir.eot request or sug

gestion in regard to library all£ &nd ceilings . In a gen

eral way library walls and ceilings ere included by ate 

o these statca, booause in regulations w:1ioh state that all 

walls and ceilings should be prope ly ti ted or painted., 

this would by necesoit include libraries . Butte fac is 

th.t library color schemes 1eren 't mentioned exclusively 

r.,nd apart trorn the remainde of the school plant as a whole, 

and for that reason a ttnou has beer. given to each state for 

t1is particular st nda d (tbird and fou"th columns, table 

seventeen) . 

Decorations, in the sense they &re reviewed in this 

chapter, "'e taken to ean anything from paint to anything 

more elaborate . 

'ig1teen states h&ve requirements that tho interior o~ 

a rl'ral school building sho.uld be p-- inted (Alabama, Florida, 

0€oreia, Io , Ks.nsus , Louisiana, 1ssiss1ppi, 1ssour1, 

Nebraska, Ne• York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, T~nnessee, Ver

mont, a,hington , yoming, and ·est Virginia) . Out ot these 

tates, only one state, Missouri, fails to aak f~r a paint

d exterior. 

~ort 1 Dal(ota is the only state out oft' e group ot 

nineteen in this study that does not include any of the 

stan ads ;"hich refer to color , inside or out , in its 

score card. 
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ourt ,en states have included the color of class room 

a ls and ceiling in their standard (Alabama, Florida. 

Georgia, Io , Kansas, ."1ss 1ss1p_ i, assour1, Nebraska, 

fe · York,.0~1ahoma 1 Oregon, Tennessee, Vermont, and est 

Virginia) . Oklahoma and Oregon o not say anything about 

th color of ceilings . 

tone of theses a tes has included the color of library 

alls and ceilings in their stand~ds (unless general re

~uirement 111 include libraries) . 

Only one state does not say anytning about a painted 

e terior { •issou~1), and one state does nqt mention oolor, 

inside or out, in any form ( orth Dakota) . 
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CHAPTER XIX 

TEAOEri;R AOOm;1L':ODA~l'I ons 

113 

T".n1 s oh~pte.i." is concHn"'11ed w1 th the st~ndo,rds of ni:neteen 

states wtdch refer to tN\chor r:1oci0Br:o1od.1i1.tlons. Teacher aocom

modei.tions B!'e cons1dereq. irr, three phases, teG.cherage, garage, 

l'iUltl teachers• do:rmi tory. 

Four stl§l.tog give credit on their score cards to teaol1-

e:.."'e.ges. Oklahmi1~1, Washington, c,nd '.;1yom1nr; malrn f!L specific 

request for a teacherage, ,21.nd Verruont sttys t:l:'1e oommun1 ty 

must :Jrovide suitable living accommodations for the 

tefficher. This co 1.1ld me&.n that Vermont expected e. teaoll-

1n oarta1n instances. 

NerJ York doesn• t ask for H tea.ohe:rage, but & requ.eet 

is o:f r;_ teaehe:t."'s • room. in the school building (with 

%1 cht1ir and oot) • 

Oklahoma emrl t7yoming e.z~e the only attttes out of' the 

nineteen in this study group th .. at m.g-Jte provisions for a 

None of these states hs,s included. e: tel"lJ:hers• dorml

tory in its standards. 

Ta1Jlo No. XVIII conJ;tiins BL. list of these sJcandr,rds 

list e;.lph.s:betiarilly by states. 

SID\fil:J:ARY 

A teaoherage_.is given credit on the score eards of 

Oltl.s:l1oma, \1ashington, c1nd. Wyoming, plus Vermont gives credit 

for s..::itable living ricoommoclations. Oklsnoma ttnd V'Jyo:ming 
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give garages credit on their score cards. - Teachers• dorm1 .. -

tori es are no~ inoluded in the standards of any of the states 

in this study. 
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TABLE NO . XVIII 

ACOO ODATIONS FOR 'TEACHERS 

States 'l'eacherage 0-arage Teachers• Dormitory 

Ala . No No No 

Fla . Ho No Ho 

Ga. No No N ... 

Iowa No Nn No 

Kans. No No No 

La . No No No 

Miss. No No No 
-

Mo. No No No 

Nebr. No No No 

R. D. No No No 

H. Y. No No No 

Ohio No No No 

Okla . Yee Yee No 

Ore~. Ro No No 
.... 

Tenn. No No No ,.. 
Vt. Yes No No 

Wash . Yes No No 

Wvo . Yes Yes No 

w .. Va . No No No 



CHAPTER XX 

THE SCHOOL YARD 
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This ohapter is devoted to a study of e i ght phases of 

rural school grounds, showing whether or not nineteen states 

have included these particular phases in their rural and 

elementary school standards . The eight phases of t he study,, 

given in Table No . XIX ar,e : Loeat1on, size, drainage , trees, 

flowers, shrubs, flag pole, and walks . 

I t will be observed that Alabama has a standard for 

location, size, drainage; t~e1, '"'nd shrubs, but none tor 

flo ere, flag pole, or alks . Alabama wants a satisfactory 

location . There must be at least two acres fo~ one and to 

teacher schools, and give acres for more than a two-teacher 

school . The grounds must be attractive, la,cki?)g in ugly 

spots, well drained, and have trees and shrubs . 

Flor1da•s standards include l ocation, size, trees, 

shru~s, and walks, but none for drainage, tlo ers, or flag 

pole. Florida says the sohool ground must be accessible 

to all ohiidren who are served by the school . One hundred 

square teet or ground 1s reco mended (for each pupil) . 

ihe grounds should have trees, shrubs, and alks. 

Georgi has standards on location, size, trees, shrubs, 

and flag pole, but none on drainage, flowers, or walks . 

Georgia 1s not de:t'1n1te 1n t his respect, however , because 

t he only requirement shown on the Georgia score card ls 

that out of t wenty-five points devoted to school ground five 



117 

TABLE NO. XIX 

PHASES OF THE RURAL SCHOOL GROUND 

G) 

C: (I) rl 
0 bO Ill 0 

m .... cd M Ul At 
(I,) .f.) C al (I) -§ ID 

.f.) as G> '" (I) ~ bl) .!4 
(11 0 N en (I,) 0 S.. (U rt 

+:' 0 '" k I! &: ej r-1 : tll ..:f tll A .. 
Ala . Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yee No No 

Fla . Yes Ye e No Yes No Yes No Yes 

Ga. Yee Yes No Yes No Yes Yes No 

Iowa Yes No Nn Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Kans. No Yes Yea Yes No Yes Yes Yes 

La. Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No 

Miss . No Yes Yes Yee No Yes No No 

Mo . No Yes No Yes No No Yes Yes 

Nebr. No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes 

N. D. No Yes No Yes No No Yes No 

N. Y. Yee Ye.s Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes 

Ohio Yes Yes Yes No No No No No 

Okla . Yes Yee Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Ore2. Yes Yes No No No No Yes Yes 

Tenn. No Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes No 

Vt . No No No Yes No No Yes Yes 

Wash. No Yes No · Yes No No No No 

Wyo . Yes Yes Yee Yes No Yes Yee Yes 

W. Va . Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes 
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points are to be reserved for size, aooess1b111ty, and 

location. Geqrgia makes a specif'ic request for trees, shrubs , 

and flag pole . 

Iowa ' s score card asks for a ell located school 

ground, and for trees , flo ers, shrubs , f'lag pole, and walks . 

Flo ers and shrubbery must be attractively placed. I o a says 

nothing about the size or the school yard or drainage . 

Kansas includes such items as size, drainage, trees, 

shrubs, flag pole, and alks . The location or the yard and 

flowers are not mentioned . la.nsas ants one acre or more of 

grom;id and there should be walks to the well and out-build

ings . 

Louisiana's standards include six of the eight items. 

Location, size, trees , drainage, shrubs, and flag pole are 

1noluded_in Louisiana ' s standards; flowers and alks are not 

included. Louisiana asks !or ample space and for a conven

ient location. 

1saissippi 1 s standards include size, drainage, trees. 

and shrubs . 1Bs1ssipp1 dos not ask for tlo ers, location, 

flag pole, or walks . The rural school ground should have 

about one acre per teacher according to '1ss1ss1pp1 . 

1ssour11 s standards include size, trees , flag pole , 

and walks . lio mention is made of location, drainage , flower s , 

or shrubs . issouri asks for one to two acres of usable 

ground .• 

Nebraska•s score card aslta for size, drainage, t1"ees, 

shrubs, flag pole, and walks . Nothing 1s said about location 



or flowers. One or more acres are recommended. 

North Dakota makes standards out of such items as 

size, trees, and flag poles . Nothing 1s said about such 

items aa location, drainage, flowers, shrubs, and walks. 

North Dakota says the grounds must be ample and well kept. 

There must 'be at least five acres for gr aded and consoli

dated schools and two acres tor all rural s9hools. Tree 

planting is required 'by law in North Dakota . 
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Everything, with the exception of no ere, is mention

ed in the standards of New York. New York says the school 

ground should have approximately one hundred and s1sty square 

rods, and under all circumstances the ground should be large 

enough to provide an adequate site for the building. !here 

ehould be a small lawn with trees and shrubbery, flag pole, 

and walks . 'l'he school ground should be located as near_ the 

center of the district as possible and it should be near 

the best roads. 

Three 1teme, loeat1on , size and drainage, are included 

in the Ohio standards . The building must be looated on high, 

well drained grounds. These grounds should be located away 

from obstructing buildings, r a ilroad crossings, and loud 

no1s,s . Ample 1s the word used by Ohio to describe the 

size. 

Oklahoma includes all of the items in this chapter in 

its standards. Oklahoma considers a plot of ground from 

five to twenty-five acres the desirable size. Thie site 

must be ell drained. Trees, flowers, shrubs, flag pole, 
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and walks are given a pl ace on the Oklahoma score e d . 

Oregon says t he eohool ground should be a.t least 

one aere in size. The school gro~nd should be easily acces -

1ble . alks and a flag pole should be provided. Oregon says 

nothing about dra inage, trees, .f'lo era, or shr.ubs. 

Tennessee gives a minimum oft o acres regarding th~ 

size o~ a .rural school ground . Tennessee ass for trees , 

tlo ers, s ubs, d a i-1.ag pole. Nothing ts said about 

alks or 1-ooation. Vermont asks for tree eovered walk-

ays to out-buildings, and a fl g pole. Vermont says noth

ing about . such items s size, looa.t1on., drainage, flowers, 

or shrubs . 

_a sh1ngton sks .f'or a minimum a1ze of one acre and 

tr es . Location, drainage,_tlowers, shrubs, flag pole, 

and alks are not mentioned. 

yoming's score card has inoluded all but one or the 

eight items pertaining to school grounds. Nothing 1e sal.d 

about flowers. Wyoming asks tor at least one acre, and the 

ground must be so located tha t it will be eonven1ent to 

the l argest number of children. 

We st .V1rg1n1.a has included seven of these items in its 

sta ndards . Nothing is said about flowers. est Virginia 

s ays t he ground mus t be suitably located for health, safety, 

and light . I t must cont ai~ at least one-half acre of well 

drained, usable playground. 

Ta.king the states as a whole, it will be observed that 

eleven states have some kind of a standard which refers to 



the location of a rural school ground (Alabama, Florida, 

Georgia, Iowa, Louisiana, ~e 

Wyoming and West Virginia) . 

York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, 

The states not having this 

particular standard are Kansas, Mississippi, 1ssour1, 

Nebraska, orth Dakota, Tennessee. Ver ont, nd ash1ngton. 

Out of these nineteen states, only two do not have some 

kind of a standard h1oh retere to the size of rural school 

grounds (I o a and Vermont) . 

Ten states consider drainage a part of their standards . 

These states are Alabama, Kansas , Louisiana , M1 s1as1pp1, 

Nebraska,. Ne York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Wyoming, and West 

V1r gin1a. 

Only Ohio and Oregon do not include trees in the!~ 

standards. 

Three states consider flo ers a part of their stand~ 

ards (Iowa, Oklahoma, and Tennessee) . 

Shrubs are a part of the stand de of thirteen states, 

(Alabama , Florida, Georgia, I o a, n as , Louisiana, ss-

1ss1pp1, Nebraska, Ne York, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Wyoming, 

and est Virginia.) Nothing 1s said about shrubs on the 

score cards of 1ssour1, North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Vermont 

and Washington . 

Flag poles are inclutle.d 1n the tandards of Georgia, 

Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, 1ssour1, ebraska, North Dakota, 

New York, Oklahoma, Oregon, Tennessee , Vermont, Wyoming. 

and Weat Virginia . Five states, (Alabama, Florida, ss-

1ss1pp1, Ohio, and ashington) make no provision ~or the 
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inclusion of flag poles in the1r standards. 

Eleven states, (Florida, Iowa, Kansas, 1ssour1, 

Nebraska, Ne York, Oklahoma, Oregon , Vermont , yoming, and 

est Virginia,) include lks in their standards. labama, 

Georgia, Louis! na, 1ss1ssipp1, North Oakota, OhLo, ~enn. 

essee, nd a.sh11)gton do not inolude walks in their rural 

school standards. 

au If Y 

Eleven states have given credit to the location or a 

rural school ground. They are! Alabama, Florid, Georgia, 

Iowa, Louisiana,. e York, Ohio, Oklaho a. , Oregon , Wyoming, 

and est Virg1n1 . 

o atates out of nineteen do not give credit to the 

siz of a rural school ground .. They are Yo a, and Vermont. 

Drainage 1s a. part of the standards of Alabama, Kansas, 

Louisiana, 1es1ss1pp1, ,e~raska, e York, Ohio, Oklahoma, 

yom1ng, and est Virginia. 

Out of the nineteen states 9nly Ohio and Oregon do not 

include trees 1n their standards. 

Flo ers are a. part of the standards of three of the 

nineteen states, (Iowa, Oklahoma, and Tennessee.) 
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Shrubs are included in the standards of Alabama, Flor.tda, 

Georgia, Io a, Kansas , Louisiana , 1ss1ss1pp1, Nebraska, New 

York, Oklahoma, Tennessee, yo i.ng, and ·est Virgini a . Noth

ing is said abut shrubs on the score oarda of 1ssour1 , 

North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Vermont, and Washington . 

Flag poles are included in the standards o:f Georgia, 



Io a, Kansas, Louisiana, issouri, Nebr ska, Borth Dakota, 

Ne York, Oklahoma, Oregon, Tennessee, Vermont, Wyoming, 
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and est Virginia . They are not included in the standards ot 

Alabama, lorida, Mise1ss1pp1 , Ohio, and ash1ngton . 

Walks are included in the standa1 s of Florida, Iowa, 

Kansas , Missouri , Nebrask, e York, Oklahoma, Oregon, 

Vermont, yoming, and est Vix•g1nia . They are not included 

in the standards of Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, M1asiss1pp1, 

North Dakota, Oh1o, Tennessee and ashington. 



CHAPTER XXI 

? ISO.ELLANEOUS I 'l'EMS 

This chapter 1s concerned 1th sho ing whether or not 

certain miscellaneous items of school plant e uipment have 

been 1noluded in the standards of nineteen states. The 

standards on drinking nd ashing facilities are presented, 

to ther 1th standards on sueh miscellaneous equipment as 

first aid kits, blackboards, clocks, r dio, public dress 

syste , flags, and o e o rubbis:1 . 

Table o. XX shows w ether or not ashing and drink

ing facilities are a part of the standards of the nineteen 

states included in this study. 

1 bama ' s standards do not inc ude any particular type 

of drinking e u1pment . Alabam ask for an adequate san1~ 

tary dr1nk1n s ystem, but no particular type is mentioned . 

Alaba a asks for ap roved fao111t1ea for washing and drying 

hands . Soap 1s not mentioned unless it is taken to mean 

that approved f acilities tor washing hands 111 include 

soap. Approved washing faoilities will mean that some kind 

of a la.voratory is needed . 

124 

Florida asks for dr1nk1ng fountains, either the bubbler 

type or cooler 1th individual cups. The bubbler type is 

preferred . I f fountains are used there should e one for 

every fifty to seventy-five children. Fount ins should never 

be located 1n toilet rooms . Flo~1da asks tor sanitary facil-

1t1es for washing hand and face . 
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TABLE ,0 . XX 

DRI KI NG F CILITI ~S AND SHL lG FACILITIES 

!Jtc I N il I ~l.r li'ACILI'i'J..t!;l:S W8HHTNC;; J'ACILITIES 

Lavator-
i es or 
some 
system 

Bubbler Cooler with for 
type individua l washing Individual 

Sta tes :fountain CUPS hands Soap towels 

Ala . No No Yes No Yea 

Fla . Yes Yes Yes No Yes 

Ga . Yes No Yes Yee Yes 

Iowa Yes Yea Yee Yes Yes 

Kans. No No Yes Yes Yes 

La . No No No No No 

Miss. Yea Yes Yes No Yes 

Mo. No No Yea No No 

Nebr. Yes Yes Yes ·Yea Yes 

N. D. Yes No Yes Yes Yee 

N. Y. Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Ohio Yes No Yes No No 

Okla . No No Yes No Yes 

Ore~. Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Tenn. No No Yee No No 

Vt. Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Wash. Yes Yes No No Yes 

Wvo. Yes Yes Yes No Yes 

W. Va. Yes ' Yee Yes Yes Yes 



Georgi a asks for all of these items. Georgia want s 

sanitary fountains, flowing water tac111t1es for washing 

hands , and soap. 
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Iowa wants drinking fountains. The bubbler type 1s pre

ferred. Iowa ask.s for washing facilities, lavatory, soap, 

and towels . 

Kansas does not make a. speoifio requirement :ror any 

certain type of drinking equipment, but makes the statement 

that drinking facilities should be clean and sufficient. 

Washing facilities should be ciean and sufficient, with soap 

and individual towels provided. 

Louisiana a sks for an adequate supply o-r pure drinking 

water . Louisiana refers to drinking facilities in no other 

way . Nothing is said about washing :t'ao111t1es . 

Mississippi asks for dr1nk1ng fountains, preferring the 

bubbler type . Washing fac111t1es, lavatory and individual 

tovels, are requ~red. Sopa is not mentioned . 

issour1•s only requirement 1s this , that there 1s to 

·be a satisfactory water supply and hand washing tac111t1es . 

North Dakota pre~ers the bubbler type fountain . Oo~

plete washing facilities are requested . 

Ne York asks ror drinking fountains . The bubbler type 

1s preferred. Complete washing facilities, lavatory, eoap,_ 

and individual towels , are included in New York's standards . 

Ohio 's only reference to drinking and washing fac111 t1ee 

is contained in this one question; Are drinking fountains 
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and lavatories provided? 

Oklahoma ants an a.pp oved drinki.11~ system. Ho definite 

type 1s mentioned . Credit is given tow shstanda, basins , 

and towels. Soap is not mentioned . 

Oregon prefers the bub·· 1er ty.t- e fountain or the c oler 

1th individual cups. Lavatories, soap , and individua l towels 

are a part of Oregon's standards. 

Tennessee's standards which refer to drinking and a sh

ing t acilitiee are not definite. Tennessee asks tor sanitary 

drinking fac111t1es, and adequate and sanitary hand bathing 

tac111t1es. 

Vermont includes drinking founta.1ns, lavatories, soap, 

and individual towels in its standards . 

yoming includes fountains, lavatories, and individual 

towels 1n its standards. 

Washington 's . score card asks for drinking fountains and 

ind1v1dual towels. 

est Virginia makes drinking fountains, lavatories, 

soap, and individual towels, a part of its standar s . 

Some reference to drinking water is made by allot 

these nineteen states. All but six of them make -a request 

for a specific type of drinking equipment, and thee six 

states ask for approved~ sanitary drinking equipment {Alabama, 

Kansa s, issouri, Oklahoma, Tennessee , Lou1s1an ). 

Louisiana is the only state t hat refers to washing fa

cilities in no ay . 



Table No . XXI sho s that to sta tes do not include 

blackbonrds in t heir rural rohool standards. The Alabama 

score card and the Ohio bulletin contain nothing which re

fers to blackboards . Most of the other ste.tes are rather 

definite about the type or size of t he blackboard they 

prefer . 

r1orida say s the blackboard should be placed a t the 

front of the room and to t he right . Th~re must be a t . least 

thirty 11nee.r feet of slate or composition blackboard . 

F om grades one to three the board should be t ~enty- eight 

i nches wide . From grades f our to five the board should be 

thirty- tvo inches v1de . From grades s i x to e i ght t he board 

should be ttirty- six inches vide . From grades one to two 

the hBight of the chalk r ail should be t wenty-four inches , 

from grades three to four it hould bet enty-six inches , 
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and from gr rrdea flve to six lt should bet enty-eig1t inches . 

Geo gia as1rs for t enty or thirty l i near feet of black

board space . The blackboards must not be shiney. 

Io a asks for an approved bl ackboard . Noth1n ia said 

about the size . 

Kansas prefer·s e slat e blackboard , but a compos1t1on 

board ia accepted . There must be enough bl ackboard sp ce 

for the needs o f t he school . PE.rt of it must be low enough 

for small children (twenty- six inchen given) . 

Louisiana a sks for at least sixty square feet of black

board in each room. Nothing 1s sai d about the type of black

board preferred . 
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TABLE NO . XXI 

s~VEll ~I 5CELLANEOU5 p~ovISIONS IN THE RURAL SCHOOL STANDARDS 

~LACKBOARDS 
tfJ <cl 

10 <cl .... 
lk~ G) M < 

State rd a:l il) 0 U) 
;j~frj .µ ~ 0 m '" .....i.-.s::: II) ., al 0 .,.. bl) Q) ,0 
0 <.ti A N H 0 lrj rn H.0 
s:: .p ~ '" -rl r-l ~ r-l . ~11 :::s 

t-1 {Jl .. t!l .. 0 ·Cs. 0~ 

Ala . No *** *** No No No No No 

Fla. Yes Yea Yes Yes No Yes Yes No 

Ge . Yes Yos Yes Yes No No No No 

I owa Yes No No Yes No No Ye s No 

Kane . Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No 

La . Yes No Yes Yea No No Yee Yes 

l.'1as. Yes Yes Yes No No No Yes No 

Mo. Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes 

Nebr. Yes No Yes No No No Yes No 

N. I) . Yes No Yes No No No Yes No 

N. Y. Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes No 

Ohio No '*** *** No No No No No 

Okla . Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes 

Oreg. Yes No Yes Yes Yes No Yes No 

Tenn. Yes No Yee Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Vt. Yes No Yes Yes Yes No Yes No 

Wash . Yes No Yea No No No Yes No 

Wyo . Yes No No Yee Yes No Yes No 

w. Va . Yes Yes Yes Y~s No Ye s Yes No 



Lassis,sippi mants <'-it least thirty lineal feet for ea.oh 

pr·irJt,_r·y the chalk rail should be twenty-four inuhes hlgh. 

lfor "Ghe fourth grade the chalk rnil should be tvn:mty-eight 

inchec~ hig11, and for t:1e C;i&;hth gT&li.e it shoulc1 bH thirty-

tno inches high. 

sufficient for tho needs of the school. 

ls. 

loo.st one hund.r•ea. si:;ue.re feet 

in ench roorr.. The heights of the boards 

must be prope:i."'. 

minimum of tvienty linea:c feet 1n a nchool ~·.r.1 th fifteen ,,r 

with fewer tb::n fifteen pupils. There sboult1 be no boards 

on the tJiml~)V1 1vt1,ll. ?he bmirda should be two heights fri)m 

the flc.-,,::,r, twenty-si;,c inches and. thirty-two inches. 

board. Slate or uomposition !ti the type :preferred.. 'fhe 

the right size. 

Orer;on wants st 

ight. 

:i'L.e only consic.eration gi ve:n blackbo,1rd0 by Te~nessee 

in J?ou.nd. in this q_uestion: Do<n: ench room h&vo suf'floient 

blaokboax•d space of' proper width and height? 
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Vermont asks for at least sixteen linear feet of black

board not less than three feet 1de w1th one or more sections 

not more than twenty-six inches from the floor. 

Washington's only requirement 1n this respect is that 

ther~ be at least twenty linear feet of blackboard in each 

room. 

Wyoming aays there must be at least twenty linear feet 

of blt;iokboard set fro twenty-six to thirty inches from the 

floor. 

West Virginia says there should be not less than eighteen 

linear teet of blackboard in each room. Standard slate is 

recommended. The boards 1n the primary r oom should ~e forty

to inches wide and twenty-six inches from the floor. In 

the other rooms the board should be t~irty-six inches wide 

and thirty-four inches from the floor . 

Thirteen states have 1noluded first aid kits 1n their 

standards, (Florida, Oeorg1a, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, 

Missouri , New York, Oklahoma , Oregon, Tennessee, Vermont,, 

yom1ng, and West Virginia). First aid kits are not in

cluded in the standards or Alabama, Miss1ss1pp1, Nebraska , 

North Dakota, Ohio, and Washington. 

Clocks are given credit on the score cards of six 

states, (Kansas , New York, Oklahoma, Oregon, Tennessee, 

Vermont, and Wyoming) . 

Radio is given credit on the score cards o-r five 

states, (Florida , Kansas, Oklahoma, Tennessee, and We st 



Virginia.) Io a, Florida, Kansas, Oregon, and Vermont have 

included talking machines or phonographs in their standard.a. 

All but three states ask for flags in the class room. 

Tb.is requirement is made by all except Alabama, Georgia, 

and Ohio. 
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Louisiana says the entire school should be free or 
rubbish. Nothing definite is said about the disposal ot rub

bish. Oklahoma asks for a safe incinerator. Tennessee's 

score card wants to know if t he ground is neat and clean, ~nd 

if waste paper receptacles are placed on the school ground. 

Missouri asks for a clean, sanitary condition existing 

throughout the school. 

Two states, Alabama and Ohio, did not include even one 

of the items listed as standards in this chapter 1n their 

score oards. 

Sv .IIUIIIU'U 

All of the nineteen states refer to drinking water 1n 

their standards, and all but six states make a request for 

a definite type of equipment (Alabama, Kansas, Missouri, 

Oklahoma, Tennesse, and Louisiana). 

With the exception ot Louisiana all of the states reter 

to washing tao111t1es, and make a standard out of either lav

atories, soap, and individual towels or a standard of all 

of them. 

Ohio and Alabama say nothing about blaokboard·s 1n their 

standards. All of the other seventeen .states include blaok-



boPrd.s in th.eir stnnd.01.,,.Js. 

1l'11irteen sta.tes inolua.e first P.id kits in their stand

a.rd.s (Florida, Georgi.8,, Ioi_,:,a, KansF,s, Lou1.s:tnna, Missouri., 

~ien Yorlc:, Okll:1101:1~., O:r·egon, Termessee., Vermont, Wyoriing, 

s,nd rtest Virginia.} 

Clocks Rre a p&,rt of the strmdurds of 1Ca11Ssu1, Nem York 1 

Oklahom2., Oregon, '!'ermessee,. Vermont, and 17yoming. 

Radios s,_;re ti}_ psi.rt o:· the stnnda.rd.$ of Florid&,. Kans~.s.1 

Oklahoma, Tennessee, &nd 1~test Vi:rgini&. 

1J3 

Alttba:ma, Georgia, and Ohio s&y nothing al)out elntss room 

:fla.gs. 

Okls1homa is the only stt1te thf1.t makes a .c1ef1n1 te plr:i.ee 

on its score card for a:n incinerator. 

Als1barne, e,nd Ohio diet not 1.nclude in their score earc1s 

rmy of the, i terns listed in ·this chapter. 



CHAPTER XXII 

S ........... I."6 Y AND CONCLUSI ONS 

This chapter is devoted to a summary of the items wh1oh 

have been included in the standards of the nineteen states 

considered in this study . 

Table No. XXII lists the various phases ot the rural 

school plant which have been considered in this study. In 

the columns running perpendloularly under the states listed 

in a.lphabet1cal order the sign of the asterisk(•) denotes 
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the tact that this part+cular standard on the rural school 

plant has been accepted • . A blank space means that this stand

ard ha s not been accepted . 

One hundred items are ,covered 1n this summary . Oklahoma 

asks for more of these items 1n its rural school standards 

than any of the other eighteen states. L1Rt1ng the ·states 

according to the number ot items (out of the list of one 

hundred) that havermeen made a part of their score cards, 

the following r~sults are obtained: 

1 . Oklahoma leads with sixty-one items out of a total 

of one hundred. 

2 . New York is second with f1:fty-tour items. 

3. West Virginia is th1rd with fifty-three items. 

4 , Vermont has t1fty-t o ~tems, 

5 ~ Georgia has fifty- two items. 

6 ~ Iowa has fifty-one 1tem~. 

7 . yoming has f1tty items . 



8. Florida has forty-eight items. 

9. Tennessee has forty .... seven items. 

·10, .Nebr:as.1"'..a hee torty-five items. 

11, t(iecisslppi h&s forty-four 1~ems. 

12, Oregon ha.a forty·-three :1 temfJ, 

13, .Kansas has thirty-nine 1 terns. 

14, Lou1.s1ami has thirty-eight item1'. 

15, Itissouri has th1rt.y-sevcHt iteri1a. 

16, Ale.bama has thirty-five 1ter;1s, 

17. Washington has thirty items. 

18, Iiorth Da,ltota has t,r,r~mty-s!x items~ 

19. Ohio has t':(fenty 1tema. 

It will be observe-ti tha.t Oklahoma,,, 1n fir-st pl11.o.e, 

h0.s included exactly three times ae many items as Ohio, 

the state in last place, in its rural sohool standards. 

Studying each item listed in TeJJle Mo. XXIl:, the 

follovring observations G.re obte.1ned: 

1. A det.inite building. ple.n is not suggested. 1:>y any of 

the nineteen states. 

2. Building materials are mentioned in the atnnclards of 

f'ifteen states (Alabsxtta, Florida,. Georgia, Iowa, 

Louisiana, Ji!i.ss!asi:pp1, Mebraakai New York, Oklahoma, 

Or$g('m, Vermont, 1rennessee, Washington, W;yom1n.g, and 

W!est Virginia) • 

3. The loeation ot the building on the scho,ol grout;id 

was not mentioned by any of the nineteen states. 

4. A minimum cost for a rural school building is not 
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mentioned by any of t he nineteen states. 

5. Tb.e siz of a class room is mentioned 1n the standards 

of eighteen states. Only Ohio om1'tted this item. 

6 . 1!':he shape of a class room is m~ntioned in conoise 

terms by one state , New York . New York et':l-tes spec-

1f1oally that the room must be rectangular . 

7 . ~e location of rooms is not mentioned by any of the 

nineteen states . 

8 . indo~ placement . is mentioned in the standards of 

seventeen states. Alabama and Ohio omit this item. 

9 . The si ze of an acceptable 1ndo is included in the 

standards of eighteen states. Ohio omits this item. 

10. Sha.des are included in the .st~ndards of eighteen 

states. Ohio omits this item. 

11 . Artif1c1al light is mentioned by seven states 

(Io a , New York, O~io , Oklahoma , Oregon, Vermont , 

and est Virginia). 

12 . Heating plants are ment1oned 1n the standards of 

seventeen.states . Louisiana and ashington omit 

this item. 

13. The location of heatin~ equi pment is mentioned by 

Nebraska . 

14 . Thermometers are includod in the standards of thir

teen states (Georgia., I o a , Kansas , Louisiana, i 1ss-

1ss1pp1, New York, Oklahoma , Oregon, Vermont. Tenn

esseet Washington, yoming and West Vir ginia) . 

15 . Stove j acket s Brea port of the standards of ten 

states (Georgia, Kansas, M1ss1Bs1pp1, Nebraska , New 



Vermont, Tennessee, Washington, Wyoming, and West 

Virginia). 

is mentioned by si::rteen 1;rtateo. Missouri, Ohio, and 

the n1neteen sto.te~. 

teen states. 111.scou:t~t ancl Ohio om1t this item. 

20. 1J:J1e ecmuition of 

21. Tables aml chairs are recommended for the lower 

grades by eleven states. They are: Alabe.ma,, 

Florida, Georgia.• Iowa, Kansas" M1ss1ss1pp1, Nebra,ska; 

Vermont,, 'rennesnee., and. Wyo:ming. 

mont, and rre 

I.owa., Kansas, Lou!.1:11scrw, !:11sn1ss1pp1, L:1issour1, 

l~ebraska,, New York, Oltlaho~1a, Vermont.;f Wash1ngton1 

Wyomi.ng, and West V1rg1n.ia. 



24 . Lockers are included in the standa~ds of Georgia, 

Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Tennessee. 

25 . Storage cupboards re included in the standards of 

Alabama, Georgia, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Mississ

ippi, Missouri, Ne\.V York, Olrlahoma, Vermont, Tenn

essee, and yoming. 

25 . Bulletin boards are included in the standards ot 

thirteen states. These states e : Florida, 
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Georgia, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana , Mi.ssouri, Nebraska, 

Nebraska, New York, Oklahoma, Vermont, 'I'ennessee, 

ash1ngton, and est Virginia . 

27 . Book shelves ar~ mentioned in the standards of 

fourteen eta tes . These atate s are : Alabama., Flor

ida, Georgia, lola, Kansa.s 1 Louisiana, 1sa1ss1pp1, 

M1esour1, Ne York, Okla}:loma, Oregon, Vermont, Tenn

essee, and West Virginia. 

28 . aste baskets are inoluded in the standards of twelve 

states . These states are Florida, Georgia, Kansas, 

Louisiana, M1ssiso1pp1, Oklahoma, Oregon, Vermont, 

Tennessee, yoming, and est Virginia. 

29. Pencil sharpeners are included in the standards -of 

eleven states. These states are : Georgia, Iowa, 

Xa.neas, Louisiana, Missie 1ppi, Nebraska, Oklahoma, 

Oregon, Vermont, Tennessee, and yom1ng . 

30 . The size of a rural e:chool library room is not men

tioned .in the standards ot any of these nineteen 



states. 

31. The number of book.s a rur1:1l school library shmild 

contain is mentioned. in the standards of fourteen 

139 

states. These states are: Florida, Georgia, 

rfa,:r York, Oltlahomta, Oregon, Vermont, Tennessee, and 

·~vest Virginie_. 

Di'Jr:ota, Oklahoma, and Vermont. 

33. Shelving is mentioned in the standards of :fourteen 

Oi"'egon, Verraont, 1ennessee, Washington, Wyor;11ng, 

and West Virginia .• 

34. Library floors are not mentioned in the standards.of 

any of th.e nineteen states included in this study. 

, The location of i;he library is mentioned 'b~t New Io:rk. 

36. Librt>.ry equ.1pmant is mentioned by ten sti1tea. These 

souri., New York, 01tl11hom2i, Vermont, Washington, and 

West Virginia .. 

37. B0ol1.: eases are mentioned i.n the standards of' f'if'teen 

states. These states are Alal1ru-:1a, Florida,. Georgit1, 

Iowa., Kansas, Louisiana, lifississi:ppi, i't:1ssour1, Okla

homa, Oregon,. Vermont, Tennessee, Washington, Wyoming, 



and West Virginia . 

38. Oa.binete are mentioned in the standards of Alabama, 

Georgia, Iowa, Kansas , Louisiana, 1ss1ss1pp1 , 

Missouri, N~ York, Oklahoma, Vermont. -Tennessee; 

and Wyoming. 

39 . Ott1ce chairs are mentioned in the standards of one 

state, (Georgia ). 

40 . Of'fioe desks are.mentioned in the standards of one 

state, (Georgia) . 

41. Duplicators are mentioned in the standards of six 

states. These states are : Florida , Georgia, 

Louisiana, 1ssour1, Oklahoma, and Tennessee. 

42 . filing cabinets are included in t~e standard.a ot 

to states (Georgia and Oklahoma). 

43 . Type riters are included in the.standards of two 

states (Georgia and Louisiana) . 

44. Telephones are 1~cluded in the standards of one 

state (New York). 

45 . Mail boxes are 1~oluded 1n the standards of one 

state ( New York) • 

46 . Gymnasiums are 1nclu~ed 1n the standards of one 

state (North 'Dakota ). 

47. Lunch rooms are included in the standards of Iowa 

and yoming. 

48. Hot lunoh equipmen~ 1s mentioned in the standards ot 

Io a and Tennessee. 

49. Auditoriums are included in the standards of 
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Florida, Georgia, Ohio, Tennessee, and Wyoming. 

50. Maps are included in the standards of sev~nteen 

states. New York and Ohio omit this 1tem. 
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51. Charts are included in the standards of seven states. 

These states are : Florida, Georgia, Kansas, Nebras

ka, Oklahoma, Wyoming, and West Vi rginia . 

52. Globes are included 1n the standards of seventeen 

states. New York and Ohio omit this item. 

53. Motion picture equipme~t 1s not mentioned by any 

of the nineteen states. 

54. Still pic~ure equlpment is mentioned by one state 

(Florida). 

55. Burlaps and display boards are mentioned 1n the 

standards err five states (nor1da, M1es1ss1pp1, 

Oklahoma, Oregon, and West V1rg1n1a) . 

66, Museums are not mentioned by any of these staies . 

57, A definite size for a toilet 1s not mentioned . 

58 . The location ot toilets is mentioned by seven states. 

'l'hese states are : Iowa , M1ss1ss1pp1, Nebraska, New 

York, Vermont, Wyoming, and West V1rg1n1a . 

59. The number of toilets a rural school should have 1·S 

mentioned by ten states (Florida, Georgia , Iowa , 

Nebraska, New York, Oregon, Tennessee, Vermont , 

ash1ngton, and Wyoming). 

60. Care of toilets 1s mentioned by sixteen states. 

North Dakota , Ohio, and Oklahoma omit this part1cu1ar 



item. 

61 . The type ot toilets a rural school should have is 

referred to in some manner by every one of the ni.ne-

teen states. 

62. The size of a rural school playground 1s mentioned 
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by eight states (Alabama, Florida, Lou1e!ana, .1ss-

1ss1pp1, Ohio, ash1ngton, Wyoming, and West Virginia..) 

63 . The looat1on of the playground 1s mentioned by one 

state (Alabama). 

64. Drainage is mentioned by ten states. These states 

re! Alabama, Kansas, Lott1s1ane., M1ss1es1pp1 , 

Nebraska , New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, yoming, and 

est Virginia. 

65 . Seventeen states mention play equJ.pment. Alabama 

and Georgia omit this item. 

66 ! Cforridors are mentioned in the Ohio bulletin. 

67 , Fire alarms are mentioned in the Ohio bulletin . 

68 . Fire extinguishers are included in the .standards 

of Ne York and Ohio . 

69 ~ Stairways a.re mentioned 1n the Ohio bulletin. 

70 . Foundations are mentioned in the standards o't 

Georgia, I owa, M1$S1sa1pp1 , N~w Yo~k, Oklahoma, 

Oregon, Vermont, and est Virginia. 

71 . Storm caves are mentioned 1n the standards o't 

Nebras-ka and yoming. 

72 ~ Fire escapes are mentioned by Florida and Georgia. 

73 . Color schemes for class room walls are mentioned 



by :fourteen states . 'They are : Alabama, Florida, 

Georgia, I owa, Kansas, Mississippi, Missouri, 

Nebraska, Be York, ~klsho~a, Oregon, Tennessee, 

Vermont, and est Virginia . 

74. Colors or class room oeilings are mentioned by 

thirteen st tes . They re : Alaba.m, Florida, 

Georgia, I owa, Kansas , 1ss1ss1pp1, Missouri . 

Nebraska, New Y0 r~, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Vermont, 

and 'est Virginia . 

75 . Decorations are referred to 1n some way by seventeen 

states. !1ssour1 and North Dakota om1t this item. 

76. Teacheragea are mentioned by four . states (Oklahoma, 

ashington., yoming, a.nd Vermont) . 

77 . Garages are.included in the standards of Oklahoma 

and yom1ng. 
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78. Dormitories or . teachers are not mentioned by any 

of these states. 

79. The looat1on of the school grounds 1a mentioned b7 

eleven states. They are: Alabama, nor1da. , Georgia , 

I owa, Louisiana., New I ork, 0 io, Oklahoma, Oregon, 

yo ing, and West V1rg1nia.. 

80. The size of the school ground is· mentioned by. seven

teen states . l o a and Vermont om1t this item. 

81. Drainage of the school ground is mentioned by ten 

state ·• Tb_ey are : Alabama , Kans.as, Louisiana., 

ss1ss1pp1, Ne ~0 rk, Oh1o , Oklahoma, yoming, 

and West Virginia. 



82 . Trees ~re included in the standards or sev~nteen 

states. Ohio and Tennessee omit this item. 

83 . Flo ers are include~ in the standards of Iowa, Okla

homa, and Tennessee . 

84 . Shrubs.are included in the standards of thirteen 

states . They are : Alabama, Florido., Georgia,. 

Flor1da, lo a , Kansas, Louisiana , M1ss1ss1pp1, 

Nebraska , Ne Yorl;t, Oklahoma, Tennessee, yoming, 

and l'est Virginia . 
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85 . Flag poles are included in the standards of fourteen 

·states. These states are Georgia, Kans&s, Iowa, 

Louisiana, is.souri, Nebraska, .1 orth Dakota, ew 

York, Oklahoma, Oregon, Tennessee, Vermont , Wyoming, 

and !est Virginia. 

86 . alks are included in the standards of eleven states 

( lorida, I owa, Kansas , d1ssour1 , Nebraska, Ne York. 

Oklahoma, Oregon, Vermont, yom1ng, and est Virginia) . 

87. Drinking founta+ns are 1noluded in the standards of 

88 . 

89 . 

thirteen states . These states e: Florida, Georgia , 

Io a, 1ss1ssipp1, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ne York, 

Ohio, Oregon, .Vermont, ashington, Vyoming, and 

est Virginia . 

Coolers 1th 111d1v1dual cups are ent1oned in the 

standards of ten states (Florida, Io a, M1ss1es1pp1, 

Nebraska , Ne York, Oregon, Ver ont, ash1ngton, 

, yom1ng, and eat Virginia. 

Lavatories are included in the standards of seventeen 
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states. Louisiana and Washington omit this 1te . 

90 . Soap is include in the standards of Georg1a , Io a, 

Kansas , Nebraska, North Dakota, New York, Oregon, 

Vermont, nnd est Virginia . 

91 . Individual towe a are mentioned by fifteen otates . 

ouisiana, O}:lio, 1.ssour1, and Tennessee say nothing 

about towels , 

92. Types of blackboards are mentioned _n the standards 

of Florida , Georgia, Kansas, Mississippi, Missouri, 

e York, Oklahomat and est Virginia . 

93 . 1 e size of blackboerd space is mentioned in the 

standards of Florida, Georgia, Kansas, M1cs1ss1pp1, 

"1asour1, Nebraska, North D ota, Ne York, Okla

ho ,a, Oregon , _Tennessee , Vermont , a.shlngton, and. 

est V1rg1n1a. 

94. First aid kits are mentioned 1n the standards of 

Florida, Georgia I o , Kansas, Louisiana, is.sour!, 

Ne York. Oklt.!.homa, Oregon,.Tennessee, Vermont , 

yoming, an est 1rg1n1a. 

95 . Clocks are included 1n the standards of Kansas , . 

Ne York, Oregon, Tennessee, Vermont, and · yoming. 

96 . Radios are included 1n the standards of Florida, 

Kansas,, Or gon, Tennessee, and est Virginia. 

97. Fla.gs are included in the standards of sixteen 

states . Alabama, Georgia, d Ohio omit t h1s 1 te.m •. 

98. Care of rubbi.sh ia mention d by Louis-iana , 1ssour1 , 

Oklahoma, and f ·ennessee . 



99 . Incinerators are asked for by one state . Oklahoma 

is this state. 

100. Talking machines are included in the standards of 

Alabama, Florida, Iowa, Kansas, 1ssour1, North 

Dakota, Oklahoma, .Oregon, Tennessee, Vermont, 

and est Virginia. 
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