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INTRODUCTION

In the selection of a problem for special study as
a part of the requirements for a Master's Degree, the
writer chose the task of ascertaining the seriousness of
the youth problem in our country (with special reference
to this state); the solution whiech is being ettempted in
other countries and the soundness of the solution which
is being worked out in our own.

That the youth of the nation are the trustees of
posterity is as true today as it wes when Disraeli ob-
served it; that there exists @« youth problem today in
the way of unemployment «nd lack of training for youth
is o fact so generally -ccepted as to require little
proof. Our accepted educutionsl institutions have
cpperently failed somewhat to meet the demands of the
youth of our times; whether this failure is in subject
metter offered or method of teaching we shall attempt to
determine.

The Netional Youth Administration, an emergeney or-
ganizgftﬁh set up by President Franklin D. Roosevelt for
furnishing immediate rellef and employment to the youth
of the natlon is the organization which today is most
nearly meeting the demands of the youth andi of the times.
As 1t 1s generclly conceded that Mr. Houston A. Wright

hes set up the most comprehensive progrem in the Oklahoma



National Youth Administration, muech consideration will
be given the " Five Point Training Program" around which
that work ig ocentered. An analysls of the methods used
and resulte achleved by thie organization will be given
ag well as the writer's criticlsm as a summary of find-
ings of thie thesis.

It might be well to add that the writer is in no
way connected with the National Youth Administration ex-
cept ingofar ae hls duties as orincipal of one of the
state's high schoole allows and necessitates hig oo-
operation with this program.

The writer wishes to express hils deep gratitude
and sincere aporeciation to Dr. Hagkell Pruett, and to
Dr, J., C. Muerman of the School of Educztion of Oklshoms
Agricultural snd Mechanical College. He algo desires to
mention his indebtedness to Dr. T. H. Reynolds, Head of
the Department of History, School of Science and Literature,
Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College. Gratitude
ie also due Mr., Houston A, Wright, State Director of the
National Youth Administration whose cooneration hag been
very helpful.

Agrioultural and Meohanioal

College on September 26,
1937.
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Chepter One
The Youth Problem in the United States

There are, in these United States, 20,000,000 youth
between the ages of 16 and 24 years of age; of these
4,000,000 are in school, 8,000,000 are employed, 3,000,000
are housewives ani 5,000,000 are out of school &and unem=-
ployed.l

In Oklahoma ther=s are 420,000 youth of the same age;
200,000 of these are out of school and unemployed. "Out
of school and unemployed" does not imply that these youth
have completed their education, but in most caeses means
they have dropped out of school for various reasons and
have not secured employment either because of lack of
opportunities or lack of training.

Part of the unemployment anong youth is doubtless due
to the aftermath of the depression; part is no doubt due to
lack of sufficient training. In the Third WP/, District
(which comprised Payne, Creek, Seminole, Hughes, lLincoln,
Okmulgee, Okfuskee and Pottawatomie counties), the average
education of youth employed by the National Youth Adminis-
tration 1s fifth grede; this is presumably higher than in

those districts including southern cotton tenant farmers.a

i

Jessen, Carl A. end H, Clifton Hutehins, Communit
Surveys. Bulletin No. 18-VI, U.S. Department of Ehe
Intar%er. 1

2 wngti Houston a. National Youth sdministration Sur-
vey. : »



Many leading educators, when confronted with these
figures, replied that doubtless the youth were "out of
school™ because of lack of ambition or ability. Mr.
Houston 4, Wright, State Director of the National Youth
Administration in Oklahoma and one of the leading educators
in that state, did not agree with this assumption. ICOn-
sequently he requested a survey of &ll high schools co-
operating with the United States Government through the
National Youth Administration. 1In 412 high schools, 95
National Youth Administration students were valedictorians
of their graduating classes, 98 were salutatorians and both
valedictorians and salutatorians came from the ranks of
the National Youth Administration in 37 of the schools,
and 16.8 per cent or an average of 992 of the total of
5,004 students included in the study were elected to serve
in a c¢lass or school arganization.3

Not content with this, a survey was made of the 800
youth attending Oklahome University through the assistance
of the National Youth Administration. It was found that
through the four classes, Freshman, Sophomore, Junior and
Senior, that Netional Youth Administration Students averaged
one point higher than other youth. This proved rather con=-
clusively that, given the means, many youth out of school
would be back in school and would compete on an equal

basis as to ability.

3 Wright, Houston a. National Youth Administration Bulletin
December BI, 1936.




It is true, however, tlat not all youth out of school
wish to return to school; many left school because of lack
of ingerest. This in itself is a very important criticism
of our present school system. If many of the youth, whose
interests educational institutions have attempted to serve,
feel they are not adequately meeting the ir needs, thought
should be given to ascertain wherein they are failing.

The problem of properly educating our youth is not a
separate problem but 1s interwoven with our economic and
cultural problems as individuals end as a nation. One is
reminded of a story told of Joseph II. When Die Ent-
fuhrung aus dem Serail was first produced in the Vienna
of those days, the Emperor said to the composer; "My
dear Mozart, your music would be very fine if there were
not such & monstrous number of notes in it". Our educa-
tional, economic and cultural problems are only funda-
mental tones in the entire problem of living; none may
be considered separately. It tekes the whole, properly
hermonized, to create some thing more than a confused "noise”.

Throughout the course of history there has not ex-
isted & problem so important as regards youth; never beforse
have so many youth been on the highways and freight trains,
making up that great ceravan Maxine Davis calls the "Lost

Generation.”

4 Selle, A. W. Germany Ten Years after. lntroduction.




The economic and educational aspects are closely
interwoven. Without education ihese youth must necessaily
seek employment among the day laborers. Taussig, noted
economist, says "Common labor, it is true can never be
dispensed with; but in many directions the need for it
seems to be becoming less. If wages for this group are
to rise it must be chiefly by a decrease of supply of
labor rether than by an increase of demand; but that
process of escape into other and better paid groups is
the result of universal education and democratic freedom.”

It has long been thought that there is universal
education and equal opportunities for the young people
of the United States, but such is not the case. Of the
200,000 youth in Oklshoma out of school and unemployed,
many do not have the minimum amount of decent c¢lothes
which would permit their attendance at school; many are
handi capped by malnutrition, by environment, by lack of
education of their parents which would enable them to
see the desirabllity of further education.® Carver, noted
economist, says . . "the curse of the poor is their poverty®.
One can readily see that it is difficult for the poor to
achieve the advantages negessary for success because of
the limitation of opportunities. It is an accepted fact
that individuels tend to perpetuate themselves within their

economic class. That is logical. Speaking of education,

5 Teussig, F.W. Principles of fconomics. Chapter 48, 154.
6 Administration 300. Class of E%% County Supervisors,
Oklahoma 4 & M. Summer . scussion. :




Teussig says, "The very fact that a laborer has not had it,
is an almost insuperable barrier to his children securing
1t".7 Ricardo says, "the scale once formed is liable to
little variationf.a Such would be the concensus of opinion
of many county superviscrs of the Natiomal Youth Administra-
tion after u year or two's experience in the field.®
According to them it is often 1ﬁpossib1e to get the parents
permission to have such defects as extreme crosseyedness
corrected in order that the youth maey have better opportunity
to compete in the labor market and serve more efficiently.
Parents  these youth often reply, "If the Lord had wanted
them to be otherwise, He would have mede them differently".
The solution here would seem to be teaking the child out of
such environment unless we wish to follow in the footsteps
of lLao Tze, the founder of the Taoilst faith, and merely
withdrew ourselves from evils which we presumably cannot
correct. That 1s the attitude some schoolmen have taken

to date, but it is not the better attitude and is most
certainly not the one under which the National Youth Ad-
ministration of this State is operating.

In sddition to the problemes outlined above, it is
apparent that the present day educational systems have failed
these youth who require a vocation, or trade, whereby they
may make their living quickly. Many schools and colleges
have failled th: present generation as they have not

7 Reussig. Op. Cit. 130

8 HRicardo. Weorks. 15
® Administration 300. Op. Cit.




adapted their curricula to the changing needs of our economiec,
industrial and cultural needs of today. Many youth do not find
it necessary, or practical, to take the broader cultural
training offered by the high schools and colleges of today;

but they do require specific training which would permit them
to support themselves ani their families. It is as necessary
for our schools to change with the changing needs of our people
as it is for our govermments to make like chenges. Hence,

if 5,000,000 of our youth are out of school becsuse the schools
have failed them; it is the problem of the various governmental
end other agencies to analyze the cause of the failure and to
correct it where possible, If 4,000,000 of our youth are

in school (between the ages of 16 and 24 years) and 5,000,000
ere out of school, apparently we have failed the ms jority

of our potential citizens.

Consider the amount of money spent on education today;
contrast the amount spent in Oklehoma annually with that spent
in other states. 1In proportion to our wealth, the amount
of money expended on education is embarrassinz to one in-
terested in the welfare of our state. If we recall that
$1°,000,000 is expended annually by this state on the few
youth who attend our high schools and colleges and not one
dime on those who find it impossible to attend those schools,
the situation is even more grave.

If we carefully peruse the report made to Governor E.

W. Marland by the Committee on Education appointed by him



to meke a study of education in Oklahoma; we are astounded
to note that Oklshoma stands 47 among the 48 states in
attendance and 37 in aoholarship.lo And Oklshoma's wealth
places her among the wealthiest states in the nation! If
we give additional consideration to our attendance record,
we find it another proof that our educetional system, while
perhaps not wholly feiling, is not covering the field com-
pletely. This is not to be construed as a criticism of educa-
tion for the writer is himself a school-man, but we must
get an unprejudiced, unbiased, frenk view of the situation
if we are to assist in correcting the same.

If we consider the problem of taxes in connection
" with the problem of education, possibly there would be
criticism as to the amount of money which would be re-
quired to adequately educate our youth. If, however, we
teke into consideration the vast emount gspent annually be-
cause of juvenile delinquency, and the portion of this which
might be saved by properly training end adjusting our youth
to present day comlitions, we realize tha t the amount saved
in this one field would more than make up for the difference
expended.

The fact that youth lack not only opportunities for
training themselves for a vocation in life, but also fail
to achieve employment after having obtained the training
contributes to the problem of juvenile delinguency, ﬁragranoy,
and all those other problems comprising the ™youth problem”.

10 Marland, E. W. Report of Committee on Educat.toﬁ, 1936-37




Maxine Davis in "The Lost Generation" says, "We have
found a problem unique to our times; young men and women
with intelligence and personality; with ability end training;
« « « +» « &and no opportunity to exercise these qualities.

We have found unprecendented unemployment among the young.
We have found that unemployment has afflicted them even

more virulently than it has their seniors. We know that
such adverse economic conditions have been the cause of
restlessness and revolt in European youth. Avidly it has
swallowed patent medicines for its heartaehe.ll

Thus there appears the need not only for vocational
training but also for employment, or failing that for work
experience, "Jjob training" which will permit today's youth
to galn something which will enable them to compete fair-
ly with next year's graduates.

It tekes ohly three or four years to corrode the
firmest character. It tekes only that length of time
for a younger, trained generation to supersede a former
one who has not received employment, and thus permanently
place the older, inexperienced man or woman on the junk
heep of life. "The failure of a single crop of children
ruins g race. There is no come-back. A break of only
20 years in the continuity of tradition, habits, and
staniards of living changes a society more than a thousand

11 Op. Cit.



years of slow growth. TFor each span of twenty years
fixes the whole design of living . . diet . . clothes,
gemes, loves, hates, philosophies, and cults. And only
a few elements within the dynamic pattern need be added
or removed to transform the whole.la

Could we only recover the flux of events in re-
mote ages and observe them as we have been observing the
devastations in Russia, Itaely, Germany and meny other
lands since 1913, we would understend that most turning
points in human history have coincided with profound
changes in the prosperity, trainin-, health or chemistry
of mogt young people between five and twenty-five within
the region.13

The youth problem, or "yocuth movement™ in Europe
is quite differemt from that of the United States. The
European menner of thought, tradition, customs, govern-
ment are such that they disagree with every innate in-
stinet of the American man or woman. However, we should
consider the method they have used in attacking their
problems. Poland, Austria, Russia are training their boys
in labor cemps as & prelude to conseription for military

12 Devis. Op Cit.
13 School and Soclety. November 14, 1936
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service. Their labor camps, like the Nazi work camps, in-
sure that no boy escapes treining for war. Yesterday one
might heve asked whether the democratic states would be
obliged to follow this lead; todey France supplies the
angwer. A Dbill is sbout to be introduced into the French
Chember providing for compulsory physical training for
boys and girls from 6 to 21. The aim is to adapt French
youth to the "new trends" by beginning to prepare them for
army service in the elementary schools.l4

Over increasing areas of the world the young are being
regimented as they have not been since the days of ancient
Sparta. All the autoeracies begin as youth movements. This
is not what we have in mind when we speak of the "youth
movement™ in the United States.

4 solution of our problem must teke into consideration
the causes of the failure of the public school system;
the attitude of the youth toward education, work, home and
leisure. It must consider the environments of the youth and
wherein the homes fail. In short a solution of the youth
problem must furnish training, work understanding of the
problems of society, and develop the n cessary attitudes and
charecter to meet life's problems and solve them in a way

which will be acceptable to society.

14 School and Soclety, November 14, 1936.




Germany's economic problem is most nearly comparable
to that of the United States in connection with youth,
training and employment and they have attacked their problems
in & manner similar to that we have used. The United States
set up the Civilian Conservation Caemps which served boys only
and dealt primerily with conservation, ti.en added the National
Youth Adminis tration whi'ch offered a broader opportunity for
the solution of the entire prcblem ss peculiarly present in
each state. Germeny first conceived the Arbeltsdienst as a
means of reducing the surplus in the labor market and the
general improvement of morele. It rapidly developed from &an
emergency expedient into » permanent educational poliecy.

The government realized the social and spiritusl
benefit whiech 2ll young men snd women would derive
from such work. They would lesrn much from doing hard
menuel labor and frommngling with young people
from all classes of society. Because of its adop-
tion as permenent, the development of the /rbeits-
dienst has been sSlower than in the United States.

It has been necessary to erect substantial buildings
or remodel old ones with the intention of using

them over a long pe iod. There are, however,

elresdy several hundred cemps throughout the

country. The organization of the personnel and

of the seve al groups is also more thoroughgoing

end is directed from a eentral organization in Berlin.

The Arbeitsdlenst, just as the CCC, seeks to im-
prove the conmiition of the land . . Th goal in
Germany is more immediete and is an outgrowth of
the struggle to increase production. The objective
is to prepare land so that it may be colonized by
farmers . . .«

It also has established camps in the industrial
regions around Zssen, Dusseldorf, Beslau, ete.,
where girls can do socisl service work.



Becaus of its deply importont educationsl
nature the Arbelitsdienst is not strictly volun-
tary. 411 uneuwployed youns peopls come naturally
to the /srbeitsdienst for work and support. All
men under 235 who wish bo praetice a profegsion
must spend one yesy in the service, &5 must &ll
college stude uts, boys an@ ¢ ’
upon & university course.
ployees urdsr €5 for a vaar’@ par tic

The United States and Gerrmany sre blazing =n
important pionssr trail with this policy of giving
perticuler support to ¢ youns people in e
crucial ulm,.i

&}
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The Germen progrenm zppears to be sxcellent ss

CCC in the United States, bul the resl solution sppsars

')

to be evelving out of the work, experiments, snd sxpericnes
of the Nationmal Youth /jdministraiion, o government agsney

set up by Prosident Rooseveld to solve the youth problem

(

in the United States in ite entirety.

The purposes of the Hatiomsl Youth Administretion,
established by an Bxscubtlive Crdsr of the Pregident on
dJune 26, 1935, were steted in his comment on the promulga-

tion of the order as Tollows:

"I am determined thet we shall do something
for the IHation's unemployed voutlthl, becouse we
egan ill afford to lose the gkille @nd cnergieg of
these youns men znd women. They must bsve thelr
s

0*3

¢hance in school; their turn &
their opportunities for Jjobs . .
work and esrn for tremselves . . ¥

L7

S
a‘pr nfices; end
cr EHeE to

114

L

2

15 8ells, A. . Germany Ten Years .fter.

Farcd

&9
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5,
L

after a brief review of the Metionsl Touth Adminisge-

tration®s nsitlonal program, we shall gilve particulsar
abttention to the HWational Youili 'dministrat

und er the direction of Houstbton 2. Wrigbt as thet progrsn
appesere to be the most comprebensive and adecuate solublioan
of fered which will, in &1l probebility, serve as the

nuecleus of o permanent youth prosrem.
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CHAPTER II

The KHational Youtl: administration

The prosidestiel letter of June 26, 1935, estublished
‘the Natlonal Youth Administration and provided definitely
Ifor sssistance to be given elementary, high school and
college stulents between the ages of 16 and 25 years who
‘had found themselves unable to comtinue their education.
The purpose of this phase of ths program was to extend part
time employment to students of public schiools and colleges
in order hat they might be eimployed and at the seme time
ibe furnished sn opportunity to coutinue thelir prepsration
lfor 1ife work.

Phis part of the Nationsl Youth Adminis tration program
wag set up under tLhree gensral heads namely School Aid,
College /id and Graduate 4id.

Youth sssisted by Student Ald as these vhree ¢ivislons
~are called were selecied by the various superintendents or
presidents of the schools or colleges. The youth must be

efrom needy anl worthy femilies but need not necessarily
 be certified cs relief youth g were those ugsed on the
#out-of ~gchool® project division of the Natlonal Youth
fdministration program.

The schoclg were charged with the regponsi ¥ility of
; selting up soeially desirsble work for which tudents en-
jgaged in School A1d setivities might earn a meximum of

|
f$6.00 e month. In many ins tances the school authorities



found it advisebls to divide the 88.00 allocatlion end em-
ploy two students et $3.00 a month or even three students

at $2.00 o mortiz., Thig enabled the Btudent £id

v
i

Creseh g gresiter nusmber of gtu ents then would e ve other-

o~
o

ing of librarieg, decoration of interiors, becutification
and landsgeanping of senool grounds, ¢xd similer forms of
work which not ocnly enabled the students to esrn the small
wage but sleo provided invalusble vocational experience.
College youth were cllowed to earn ¢ weximum of 400
per month; everszes in most cagses were sround “15.00, how-
ever, with the type of work college youth were pernitted
to do about the sume as thet on which high school youth
were employed.
Graducte students were permitted to earn & meximum
of $50.00 & month, the aversge poyment to all graduste

s

students perticipsting in the prozrom not to excesd $30.00

o month. Ths work psTformed by gradusnte students consisted

largely of research investigsition.

The project or out-of-gehool youth progrem weg the
second notional division of the Netionel Youth sdministree
tion prograwi. Only youth from relisf rvamilies, certified
to the Works Progress Administration as rellef cases, were

eligivle to work on this phase of the program.

wise have been possible. The work consisted of the catelog-



These youbtl, therefore, come from fomilies whosge ecuse
hezds were workin, on ralief for seluries of $26.00, 536.00
or posuibly &3 much g8 356.00 per month. Inasmuch s many
fﬁmilieé had & relatively large numbsy of children the in-
é@me of the head of the family wse not sufficlent to cover
%,minimum budget for the fanlly, the youth wers therefore
sllowed o work to supplemeit the family income.

Youth were classified os Unskilled, Intermediate,
Skilled and Professional receiving respectively $10.00
$13.00, 516,00 or §19.00 for 40 hours work e month depend-
!
5ng on their skill.

4% Tirst only WP/ youth were eligible, but in the
spring of 1937 youth from families recelving Blind issistence,
014 age ‘ssistance, or pepemient Children's - id were sdded
s ellgible for employment; in May of 1937 youth from
Eesettlement Grant femiliss were added. On the thole only
youth from very indigent families were permitied to work,
.youth hendicapped by poverty, enviromment, health, lack of
proper food, snd proper housing, etce.

‘ The only defect, or eriticism of such & system is
thet it is not comprehensive enough., Youth from families
not cerlified to WPA yet receliving genersl county relief
;were not eliglible to work; in the opinion of many county
‘commissioners youth from femilies receiving such relilef

. . . . . 16
should alsc be added to the list of eligibles.

16 _Flesner, George., Chairman, Payﬁe_County Commissioners.

18



Certifications of families eligible for relief were

made in Hovember of 1935.
been mde

families needing relief “hen are

where governmentel egssistance is
some few will accept it. On the

¥No egertifications of need have

since that time, as @ result of which many

no longer in a po. ition
recuired yet doubtleas

other hend, many other

Tamilies who would not accept relief until ebsolutely

destitute end s2lmost starving are now in 2 positicn where

they actually need assistance and caunnot get it as they

were not certified in 1935. Hence, it would seem preferable

thet & new certification he mzde,

If this certification could be rade by treined people,

with & common stardard of need, much injustice would

be ellminated, or possibly injustice is stronger than we

wish, possibly verias tion would be better. 1In the former

certification, hewever, one county would have as neny as

2600 femilies certified as in need, while in the adjoining

county only 600 would be so certified. Possibly by some

strange cHanee this wsg correct, but 1t seems improbable

for type of land, means of earning an income and =211 other

Tactors were slmost identieally the same, the only difference

being the location of the family as regarded the srtifieial

county boundeary &né the case worker Jjudglng the case.

This, &8s a result, made opportunities for youth from

Temilies slightly different and ogain set up favorble

snd unfevorsbhle circumstesncss over whiech the yoth led

no eontrol.



Pcssibly ¢ better solution of certification of need
would be to let thisg responsibility lie in the hends of the
orgenization interested in serving the youth. This mouldlﬁ
bractical if, cnd when, this organizatlion is set up es5 &
p rmenent instittion end given & certein dlocation of
money to epend esch year s ere our schools.
| However, lst us get back te the Nationsl Youth Adminige
tration end its accomplishments. In the words of President
Roosevelt this orpanization was set up to “"give youth a
:chance to attend school; give them tleir chenee &s apprentlces;

snd their opportunities for Jjobs . . e chanece to work‘anﬁ

~earn for themselves.

This would necescitate a very broaed and varied type
of program, one that would fit the meny demends of individuals
Esome of whom would wish conventional school or collsge traine
ing, otlers who would desire training in teéhnical or vbcﬁtisﬁﬁ
or m chanical lines; it wuld necessitate projects, or
industries which would permit youth to work ss apprentices
. and gain the edditicnel ftraining iovolved in asctw lly doing
a task.

The following pages state clearly the number of youth
in the State of Oklahoma to whom those opportunities were
extended by the kational Youth #fdministration. It will permit
one to judge the youth assisted in the various types of
work and training. Oklensoma's figures will be representativs
of other states, yet it should be remembered that Oklahome
reanked first in number of youth employed in proportion to

populetion and second in total mumber of vouth working.

T
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TABLE Il8

OCTOBER Male 1628 87 1715
Femcle 1889 ﬂ% 1971
Total 3497
NOVEMBER Mele 2414 144 2558
Female 2665 174 2839
Totel 5079 316 5397
DECEMEBER Mele 2626 199 2825
Femsle 2853 2285 3078
Totel B479 422 5908
JANUARY Male 2890 207 3097
Fems le 3143 446 3369
Total 6033 433 6366
FEBRUARY Mele 4153 267 4420
Female 4308 264 4566
Total 8455 531 8986
M/RCH Mele 4799 402 5201
Femzle 4933 407 5340
Total . o732 809 10541
APRIL Mele 4981 496 5387
Female 5113 373 5486
Tote l 10094 779 10873
MAY Msle YA 281 4008
Female 3984 303 4387
Total VUil 584 8295
* 1985-36.

The ebove shows the participetion of students in the
high school gudent eid division. It should be noted that
there was a gradual increase until April; this was a result
of eastern schools in lerge cities not using their alloca-
tion of funds. Oklahoms esked for the surplus and re-
ceived it. Another reason for the increase wasgs the additional
allocation for Drouth Relief in Oklahoma which resulted in
more funds belng set aside for use here.

18 National Youth Administration Bulletin. December 31,



raRLE 119

SUMMARY OF STUDENT PARTIC PATION INCOI.LEGE ;ID BY MONTHS*

SEPTEMBER Mele w 1717 51 1788
Feme le 1266 93 1359
Totel - 142 3127
OCTOBER Male 1692 54 1746
Female 1263 98 1361
Total ) 152
NOVEMBER Me 1o 1655 53 1708
Femele 1305 114 1419
Total : :
DECEMBER Mele 1708 53 1761
Femsale 1341 115 1456
Total 3049 165 217
JANUARY Male 1647 - 50 1697
Fenme le 1338 115 1453
Total 2985 165 F150
FEBRUARY Mele 1722 : 48 1770
Female 1319 111 1430
Total B041 159 T200
MARCH Male 1817 7 il 1880
Feme le 1441 1XL 1552
Total %258 172 3432
APRIL Mele 1916 54 1970
Femele 1466 96 1562
Totel 3382 150 3558
MAY Mele 1895 110 2005
Femzle ‘ 1412 109 1581
Total 307 219 3526
*1935-56 -

58 rogram o
Netional Youth Adminiatration was a cortbinugtign of &
similer program under tle Federsl Emergency Rellef Adminis-
tration the previous year, there wes ealmost & complete
participation on th part of the collgges from the beginning
of the National Youth Administration.

i
Ty
20 Ibid




TABLE IIIzl

SUMM'RY OF STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL AID BY MONTHS*
WHITES NECROES  TOTAL

JULY Ma le 106 4 110
Female 117 S 120
Totsl L4 230
AUGUST Meale 281 16 297
Fenele 291 25 518 -
Total 572 s 615
SEPTEMBER Msle 4881 282 5163
Female 4824 301 5126
9705 583 10288
OCTOBER Male 6163 422 65895
Fems le 6251 449 6700
Total 12417 871 13285
NOVEMBER Male 6635 448 7081
Female 6760 456 7216
Total 13395 002 12297
DECEMBER Mele 6932 498 7430
Femle 7123 513 7636
Total 15066 1011 15066
* 1036-37

I

At the close of the school year of 1935-36, the
National office suthorized the Youth é‘dministration for
Oklahoma to provide student aid for those secondary schools
which had summer terms. Tsble III shows participetion for
the months of July to December 1936, inclusive. Through-
out the yeer of 1936, the high point of participation was

in December when 15,066 youth received assistance.

21 Op. Cit.
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TABLE IV22
SUMM/RY OF COLLEGE STUDENT PARTICIPATION BY MONTHS*

WHITES  NLGROES TOTAL,

SEPTEMBER Mele 2512 122 2635
Femele 1981 189 2170

Total 2493 F12 2805

OCTOBER Mele 2660 235 2795
Femal e 2070 181 2251

Total 4730 ®16 5046

NOVEMBER Mele 2673 137 2810
Femele 2157 185 23%

Totel 4829 322 Bl4s

DECE! BER Male 2606 126 2732
Female 2089 185 2274

Total 4695 311 5008

*19868-37

Like the studemt participation in the high school
aid, the highest point in participation came toward the
latter part of the year in November in this case. This
would indicete that the students as well as the school
men were becoming more familisr with the type of service
offered.

It might slso indicete, and does doubtless to same
extent, thet more money was rnade avallable for use by
the Oklshome Nationsl Youth /Administration ss mentioned
in a preecedin discussion, both as & result of other
states not using the money pleced #F EDC1E 31gp0sal and
as & result of the Drouth Relief allocetion for Oklashoma.

22 0p. Cit.



41d similer to that for college students wag algo made
avallable to students pursulng at lesst thres fourths of =
full Dro ;rem of graduste study.

Graduete siudents earned ¢ soximum of 40.00 & month,
the sverage peymeni to ell gredw te students perticipating
in this progres not to exceed +30.00 & month. Three colleges
of the state reccived gradusbe €1i allocetions and in thesa
three institvtionsg a totzl of 58 studonts wers employed with
en sxpenditure for the year 1935-36 of (6,122.75. Cklzhoms

re

bad no negro graduate gchools. Frovisions were uade,
borever, for nogro sgraduate students to ¢ ttend instil atiéms

in other stztes =nd Teceive th: same benefits from £ u:t;
21d as were offered other graduste students.

The work @etformed by greduate students consisted
largely of rescereh investigetion. One Laster's
thesis on the work of ihe Hatiopzl Youth Administration
wos written the first year of its existence und &t present

it is one of the more popular problems considered by stutents

in the Schoocl of &ducation et the Cklshome rfgricultursl
Wechanicel Collsge. Ieterial for =1 least one other thesis
is now belng collected on this wub ject.

Tie followirg table gives the sxtent of the uze of

graduc te aid Punds for tlhe ysar 1935-86,

23



TABLE V

TOTAL YEARLY EXPENDITU.E FOR GB4DUATE, COLLEGE AND STUDENT
AID IN 1935-36

GRADUATE $ 6,122.75
COLLEGE 364,838.62
SCHOOL AID 326,568.65
4697,630.02

TABLE VI

TOTAL EXPENDITURE FOR FIRST HALF YEAR F0§4GRADUATE,
COLLEGE AND STUDEKT AID 1936-37

GRADU/TE $ 5,212.40
COLLEGE 240,586 .43
STUDENT AID 223,966.62

$469,865.45

_—
— bt e e e e e

Contrasting the figures shown in Table VI with those shown
in Teble V, & large gain mey be noted, considering the
length of time involved in both ceses. This may result from
many reesons one of which is doubtless due to one lesson
taught during the depression nesmely, tlet the best jobs

end the most security goes to the person who is best pre-
pared in his or her field. Iience, there seems en even
greater interest in graduate study es the depression dis-

appears.

23 Nationzl Youth ‘dministration Bulletin.
24 1bld
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According to the preceding fizures we see that an
zverage of srourmd 7000 high selicol youth, 3000 collsge
vouth and 52 graduste gtudents were casisted durinz the
year of 1935-36 ot a totel cost of $697,630.02. This
wuld be an cverage of epproximately 570,00 per youth
per yeér, whiclhi is not an excesslve amount for either high
school or college youth to spend on educstion in a year.

It should be remembered, too, that thisz wes not o direct
gift buv thet each youth rendered serviees in return for
the money received., The value of the services depenied on
the supervision given.

One way in which we school men cen ecooperate with
the Hational Youth sdministration in iis - effort to be of
service to youth is to given intelligent corsi derstion to
their purposes. If we seleet the work these youthh gre to
do earefully, if we see tlst the work has trainin
and that suffleient supervision or instruction is given the
vouth to pemit his doing the task intelligently =nd then
if we demsnd that value received be given in both quality
ard cusntity of vork, we will be doing both the youth and
the tex payer a serviee 8 well &8s sssisting the HNational
Youth Administretion in their hugh undertaking. This will
necessarily involve-both time and trouble on our parﬁ but
we sre in the field of education primsrily beczuse of our
interest in education and in youth and not becauce of the
profit involved; hence this is only enother means of render-

ing the scrvice we wish to.
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The project division of the Natioms 1l Youth dministra-
tion, the out-of-school division serving relief youth, in
Oklashome during the year of 1935-36 spent a total of
$434,185.71; the greatest number of youth employed during
any one month was 11,450. These youth ceme from the
450,000 youth in the State of Oklshoma between the sges of
16 and 25 certified from the relief rolls. There sre 97,000
of these families on the rolls of the Works Progress /idminis-
tration.

This phase of the work is sponsored by local aubdivisioné
of government. Advisory boards were established in counties
end in communities of 2,000 or more. These boerds assist in
plenning the projects ard in securing the sponsors contribu-
tions. These are 212 local advi:cory boards with a membership
of 1,232.25

The Student £id division is not so origimel a service
neither is it so interesting to most people ss is the projeet
or out-of-school program., The service to the youth is also
one which eatehes at one's imagination. These are the youth
who will never have a chunce unless someone resaches to them
& helping hend not only in the more practical wsy of training
end employment but in stimulcting their smbition which has
been ealmost ground out by constant discouragements, =nd in
the way of ingpiretion snd encouragement. It was interesting

to note in a questionnaire given the county supervisors

25 National Youth sdministration Bulletin. December 31, 1936.
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of the projeet division of the Nationsl Youth Administration
who were in school at Oklshoma # & M College this summer,
for the purpose of escerteining their opinion as to their
duties all listed either individual consultations with youth
for assisting in their problems, or to instill embition in
the youth or for the purpose of furnishing encouragement,
cympathy or inspiration to the youth.

We bave thought of the service rendered by the National
Youth <dministration in sueh terms es "youth served" snd
"money expended™; let us now give & more personel consideration
to some of the experiments they have attempted, the more
human engle of the program.

First consideration should doubtless be given to the
"Five Point Program™ which this o ganization has mede
popular in this state. Around these five points has been
built the general program. This epitomizes the newer trend
in education covering as it does the trend toward Vocatlonal
Training, preventative medicine or the health angle, training
for more complete living by means of training in home arts
and crafts. It is & program built for the seme purpose for
which our schools were set up, that of treining for complete
living. It has epproached the problem from = newer and more
practical angle and if there is such & thing possible the
edvantages are possibly with the youth from the relief femilies
who participate in this program rather then with the youth who
come from wealthier homes. An anelysis of the purposes, means of

epproach and methods used in ecarrying out this program will



.

pzrmlt vs to anelyze more
dong, 8 well as thet which i1s belng attempted by the

Netlonal Youth cdministretlon. If found worthy it is

poesible towe mey Tind wsys arnd means for sssistine

this work eg well ae for coordinating it more clogely 1
ths reguler school work for the taex-payvers of Oklaboma
paying to cducets 8ll the youth of Oklehome not merely

select group.

stly the vork which 1s beins

with

are

3
=
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CHAPTER IIT |
NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION IN
OKLAFOMA
Mr. Heouston A, Wright, State Director of the National
Youth isdministretion in Oklehoms, has visuslized that or-

ganization as sorme thing more then an "emergency relief”

- measure and has set the follovwin gosl for his workers . .

=2

"When every worker hes cultivated proper
health habits and had his physical defects
corrected; hes lesrned to perform some useful
task well enough to earn a living doing 1t; knows
how properly to maintain & home snd undergstands
the hums s relstionships involved; has lsarned
how to make profitable and pleasurable use of
his leisure time; and ks been grounded in the
fundemsentals of clitizenship; then, end only
then, will Cklahoma HY. feel that it has met
fully its responsibility of adapting the unem-
ployed oul -of ~gchool youth to the socio-economic
seheme_Jun ¢ betbtter way then the youth might hcve
dons %Y

This briefe the program, which 1is bullt around the
five points of Hsalth, Home-mking, “itizenship
Training and Leisure Time /etivities.

PR,
wount

1

s
[

The primesry Interest to the youth; &t lea

16}

‘eutehes the vicion of what the NY! is really trying to 4o
for him, is theo work involved, the 40 hours for which he

receives romuneration. Spesking of these, Ifr. Wrisht says:

"yeny leaders in education, economics, wnd
industry believe that our youth must be provided
with ¢ more integrsted education - e.i., pratical
work in the field, laborstory c¢né indusiriasl work-
shop combined with studies and exp riments in

26 Hationzl Youth Administration Bulletin, ©Decesber 31,
1936
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science, engineering end the cultural srts.
They believe that this slone ean give our
society the type of men end women it must
heve to conserve our Nationsl Resources and
to develop new economic frontiers."

"NYAwork projects . . to be of maximum
benefit to the young people employed, must
give them work experience that vill be useful
in their edult 1life and prepare them for full time
employment in & relatively short period. If the
Netional Youth Administration is to continue, the
projects completed must be of such a echaracter that
the citizens of the locelity sre conscious of the
project benefits not only of training to the youth
employed but of the benefit to the community welfare
or progress. This requires that the work unfbg-
taken be substentisl cnd economically sound ,"<7

Thus, the work progr m of NYA in Oklahoms has tended
more ani more to become one of ma jor construction for the
boys and away from "weeding in parks" projects and other
of like emergency "made work" nature. Every project on
which youth are employed is carefully weighed and if it
does not supply sufficient work treining another of
greater value 1is substituted. The preference now is given

to me jor or minor construction or agricultural work for

boys .28

"In initieting a construction program the

most important factor to be considered is the
amount of work training that will result from

its completion. In the case of buildings for

NYA purposc=s, this objeetive comes nearer to being
reached than in eny other project, for the resson
thet throughout the construction of the tuildings,
youth are learning the practical fundementals of

27 0Op. Cit.
28 Kelly, Jemes J. Interview. State Engineer for NYA.

3



3L

“puilding tredes in a memner superior to weny
types of uppreptice training end immedistely
upon the completion of the building this training
mzy be carried on in woodshops, home-meking
centers, metal-shops and classrooms.

he project when corplete provides an adequate
physicsl plent for operation of the e

Point Program". In come cunses one bul
house &1l the cetivities, or separate shops,
home-making end recreation buildings ray be bhullt.

In considering = program of ithis tyre it is
necessary to teke into considevation the needs of
the community for & poriticuler type of training.

For ingterce near an Iindustrisl center, & shop
building squipped to develeop trained youth zlong the
lines reguired by industry in thet section would
prove more successful for a start in the progranm

units 2t the seme tins,

In meny cases very efficient work tralning pro
jeets may be operated that are not the firegt need of
the HY. but very desirable and importsnt oncs to the
community in vhiech they cre located, for iunstance ¢
camp recreation bullding similar to those urder con-
struction in Sapulpa ond Henryetts or & 1libreary builde
ing in communities where there is none svaileble.
Sponzors of those projects in practic:lly =11 cases
are willing to furnish the meterizl snd supervision
tiat glves trainirg in bullding trades to the youth
and elso furnicshes s place for the o%efatiom of re- -
ereation sud citizenchip progrems.v 2 :

Work other than constr ction is done by WYL youth,
such ag construction of strset me rkers, denger and curve

signs, historicel monument and park sigusg, direction signsg,

29 lationsl Youth Administration Bulletin. December 31,
1936.




The velue of sueh pro jects to unskilled youth is

enormouyg, furnishins th

perience in brick lsyiny, concrete finishing, plumbing,
and meny obher trades in which they could sasily earn o
living. It hes the wdded velus of belnpg imtercsting to
the youth persons lly o8 moat of them wish to build the
building in order to get the shops so they mey get further
treining they Gesire in wood work, euto-mechenies, or
other trades., There is no problem of diseipline or loaf-
ing as 1s found in some emergency adult work. 30

Girls are employed in public service work, chiefly
filing, stenography, typing for governmental or ecity or
county of fieces, library work, ete. Primry consideration,
however, is glven to projects including some element of
}ﬁ>m~ﬂpk1nb either sewlng in WY: Sewiny Rooms, where cebusl
construction of garments ig taught and practiced, or work

in nurseries where girls learn care of children, super=-

vigion of their play, care of a house, laundry work, camai:
cooking and serving of well balanced =2xd attractive and in-

M
mongy oL

(‘2.5

expensive meals, proper budgeting of food, time and

The work phess of the program teken care of , e m

&g

then turn to the Five Point Training Progranm.

By

Administrstion 300. Cliss of KYA Supervisors, a4 & ¥
College, summer of 1937. Discussion of supervisors.

&
o

31 Ibid.
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Primery coneideration amd value, is piwdn ﬁ% ¢ ;j
Wright, to the Hesltb part of the progrem. He states
the t© the youth themselves would give this nore considera=-
tion if they could only reslize the importance of 1t znd
the value to them in ten years time .5% It iz tho sim of
the BYA of Oklabomz Yo heve every youtk workine on the
progrem properly examined by = practicing physiciasn, and
10 have all amergeney remedial measures tasken where necesssary,
a8 well g2 other remedial neasures taken care of and
phyeicel defects ecorrected., It is thes purpose of the MY/
to set up & long time health program by eacou;:glr@ you th
to heve necessary dentel work dowe, tonsils removed,

gxd obther health corrections as soon s their fimances
will permit, or graduslly little by little over & long
time if neecessary. Neny youth responi to thess
suzgestions recdlily with the result the t wuch has been

aecumgllshei slong this lins.

In Payne County, every youth Tfor whom time wes re-
ported in /pril of 1937 lmd received & medical examinstion
and all emsrgeney measures had been takean .90 This is
doubtless true of meny othsr coRfties vhroughout the

state.

32 Urisgkt, Houston .. Speech. Womens Civie Club,
Xepps sigme House, Stillvater, le MOJ&% cpril

38 County Supervisor, Pay*ﬁ'coﬁntyff Iﬂbb view. )



The Health Program os suggested by

the Hetional Youth Administration of Ckleahoms is e follows:

Firsv 414

Goal = 75% of pro ject workers holding Red Cross
Firet Ald certlflc tes. ¢ course tauzht by per-
sons certifisd to be Red Cross teachers.

Phys ical Exsminstions

e

Goal - & physieal exsmine tion for every project
worker.

Follow up work under way on every poscivle cass.

Reguired tregtosnt for every venereal case.

Heelth eclaasce:

Cdrb Of bod"

hfiecta of pﬁyolcal defect
iBffocte of excess usege of aleohol, tobacco, iesa,
coffes omd patent medlclnﬁs
Melnubrition

Importance of sun liglt and exercise
Cleanlinsss snd clothing for heslih
Cauges and troatment of colds
Communicable diseases

Suzsested teaehers:

Supervisors
Locsl doctors and nurssg
County Public FHealti Unlps

MATERL /LS:

State HY4 offics

Qut line on beglnners courseg in eight units
Qut line on advances courses in mlth unit s
Goverament literature

Insurancs compsaules

Livraries

Metlionel Youth Adpinistration Bullebin. Decewm
1936. ' ’ :

3
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the State Office of
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The second phase of the Five Point Training Program is

thet of "home -meking ", It is Mr. Wright's ambition thet

every girl working on NYA in this state shall receive

training in home-meking as the ma jority of them ere

potentisl home-mekers and mothers. He suggests the

following program:

HeQ=M~-E Me=A-K-I-N-G3S

Suggested activities:

l. Cless Possibilities

8.

Foods:

Meal planning

Budget buying

Preperation of foods

Serving

Use of left-overs

Hous ehold Art

House cleaning

Care of rugs, drapes and upholstery
Care of glass and cilver

Laundry

Child care end care of the sick
Meal planning for children
Supervision of play

Home -nursing

Sewing and Handwork

Fundemen tals of sewing

Pattern slteration

Applique, embroidery, Sewdish darning, ete.
Rug meking

Maid 's training course (meterial svailable
in State office)

This suggested outline has undergone a rather thorough

revision andi a new and more camprehensive outline is now

in the process of being printed which covers every phase of

home -making .

35 Op. Cit.
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This past summer twenty-six county supsrvisors of
the Nationsl Youth idministretion of Oklehoma atternded
sumner school at Oklshome A & i College for the purpose
of gaining new ideas, ami additional treinine which might
be practical for their work. That the =upervisors were
interested, and comnsidered the work Iimportant mey be

Qe

o

ot

£

gathered from the faet that these supervicors atber ,
hot &t full pay or half pay but et iheir own expense:-

with 6nly 8 weeks notice that such & course would he of fered.
Iiuch of the time, in the course, was gpent on the Home-
making phese of the program gathering hew ideas rnd meking
them appliceble to the needs of the psrticular youthiwitﬁ
:whom NYs comes in conbact, The Home Lconomics Depariuent

of the Colloge offered every sssistance and facility for
this work 1n addition to a keen interest, cuick sympathy ecnd

561t was the cancensus of

excellent gpirit ef cooperation.
opinion of the supervisors thet much of the conventi onal

howe economies, teught in high schools and collsges, would
not be practical for NY4 for the resson that the \néome of
mogt of these youth is nov, - nd probably will slways be,

much lower then that ordinarily assumed by most schools to
be that whieh will support a "minimum stondard of living®.
The problem ifiich confrontg HNY. on every side is how to do

?Sam@thiag crediteble with nothing to do with, no money to

spend for mrterials. In that the county supervisors and

36 Jaministration c00. Okichows . & W College. Discus siom.




the NYL youth have come to a2 somewhat similar view as to
the value of a dollar and the importence of making the
most of it. This is especially noticeeble in the field
of home-meking for the stenderd of living for these youth
must be raised yet it will be herdly possible to raise
the amount of money they will have to spend for seversl
yeers.

The problem thet the NYA is ettempting to solve, is
that of teaching these youth new stendards, substantial
yet economic manners of living which will be greecious &and
attractive. Inexpensive decorations, attractive renova-
tion of furniture and clothing at little or no cost are
the first things to consider after the basic problems of
food, housing, eleanliness and health have bemn taken care
of. Some of these youth have lived the grester portion
of their lives in & tent on the creek benk, others have
known what proper living conditions are but have only re-
cently been taught the meaning of poverty; there are 2ll
clesses and gradestions of poverty, end sll types of people

within the group with which the Netional Youth /‘dministra=-
tion deals.

s all through the sges, there cre a few people frankly
not worth &n investment of money or time on the part of
society, but on the other hand there sre meny youth who
with very little sssistance and emcoursgement could, and

will, be emong the leading and outstanding people of



the next few years. Those are the youth which deserve -
our most serious congideration as school men and educators;
they are the ones of whom the Preglident was thinking

when he said "we can 11l afford to lose their ekills

and energles”. They are the youth the National Youth
k&ministration is attempting to'seth. Give a youth of
this type but a suggestion ag to how his home might be
improved with a bit of paint, a home-made plece of furnil-
ture, ete., and often he will return something very
attractive,3’

Both boyes and girls are interested in making their
homes attractive and clean.”® That is the ultimate alm
of the home-eraft program. In this field, as in many of
the others, the youth and others are handicapped by the
inability of the parents to adapt themselves to chang-
irg edi.i1tions; however, this 1s something that only
the years may accomplish.

Watehing the various county unite of the National
Youth Administration functioning, listening to the
various supervisors discussions of problems and solu-
tiong, 1t is difficult to believe that future generations
will not have been helped, and conditions luproved in
many ways, health, housing, standard of living, equip-
ment with which to make a living.

The whole home-making program as visualized and as
outlines by Mr. Houston A, Wright, i1s in itself almost a

37 0tha Donohue, Area Supervisor, National Youth Administra-=
tion.

8 Ipid.
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philosophy of living; the gosl set for the NYA in
this state is so broad that one could not expeect its
complete achievement in less then meny yeers. Our
schools have been working toward much the same goel
for generstions.

The third point of the Training Program, Vocetional
Training, needs little explanation. It is no longer
& "new trend" in educetion but it is one we have, of
recent years, come to cgree is most important. The
Netionsl Youth Administration intends to, and has &l-
ready, set up training centers to teach youth almost
eny vocation he may desire. This does not confine it-
self to the more conventional shorthand, typing, ete.,
but includes auto mechanics, refrigeration, radio
work, maid's schools, etc.

An intelligent survey is made of the types of
training industry demends, the preference of the youth
themselves. Often vocetional guidence and sdvice is
necescsary on the pert of the supervisor in order that
the youth may select the type of training for which he,
or she, is best fitted. Concerning this phese of the
work, this is whet the Netional Youth Administretion
has to say:

"If youth is to be trained for i.n':lu.aatry:5 we
must give youth what industry needs." ©°

39 DMNational Youth idministretion in Oklahoms. DLecen-
ber 31, 1936. Bulletin.




The following =re suggested:

Possible ectivities with minimum equipmant40
Practical electricity -
/uto mechanics
Refrigeration
Latheing
Redio
Stone work
Maid service
Nurse 1id
Rurel and fgricultural possibilities:

Voecationsl /griculture

Terracing

Irrigation

Soll Conservation

Care of Livestock

Scientific ferm building snd menagement

Landscaping
Tile irrigation

Introduction courses; youth to be taken in
groups to visit the various industries snd business es-
teblishments in local communities.

Company superintendents and business men may
be csked to discuss definite and new possibilities 1n
their particuler industry.

Suggested teachers:

Smith-Hughes teachers

Park superintendents

Ceme tery sextons for l-ndscaping
County zgents

Retired laborers

Meterials:

Government literature; libraries
Nationally known menufecturers
Megazines

40 Op. Cit.



The fourth point, that of Citizenship, is one

we have stressed in schools, in Boy Scouts, end other
organizetions. However, we have never contesected ihe
youth to whom the Netional Youth pdministration intends
to extend the benefits of treining in Citizenship. The
Boy Scouts sre composed of boys from femilies of the
middle or upper claesses (in regsrd to wealth); NYA
youth come from relief families. The need would seem
greceter mong this group for treining in citizenship
for, as we all know, when want resises iic head among e

femily, or a group, cime immedistely increases. It
would, therefore, require & proportionately stronger
sense of right and wrong, and of good citizenship, to
assist the youth from this group in keeping the law.

It is commonly conceded that the depression has
increased by thousands the youth to be found on freight
trains, and on the highweys. It is alsc conceded that
juvenile delincuency is an expensive problem in our
society, expensive not only in terms of money but in
terms of lives. We, supposedly lesders in the field of
education, should be concerned not so much in temms of
money &s in temms of human beings; lives properly directed.
However, in the field of education to eliminete juvenile
delinquency is elso to cut the costs of government.

Suggested activities for the Citizenship training

are as follows:



" « « « «» 8nd hes been grounded in the fundamentals of
eitizenship . . . "

Possible Jctivitiesél

Study of Netionsl =nd State fetivities
Tgiga by municipal officials on Parllicmentary
w

Patriotism lectures (illustrated)

Fleg etiquette and /llegisnce pledge

Lectures by school officials on History of
Oklahomea. Resume of life of governmors and
Okle home leaders. Study and lectures on
Oklahoms constitution.

Study of Community ctivities:
Discussion by old timers of significant feets in

history «nd development of community.

Simulete with youth the governing of municipsl

end county governments.

Dremetization, through club ectivities, of pioneer
days.

Discussion of operation of Utility and City Water
systems.

Current events. Radio.

4nalyze through the Club work, Roosevelt's
In:ugurel asddress, cnd through newspaper c¢lippings
follow up the results both in State and National
law making bodies.

Meke scrap book of news of national, state and
community interest.

Teach sppreciation of fine arts, especiaslly musie
end drametic art.

Applications of the fine arts in club work.
Contact end procure the cooperation of the /merican
Legion, the Auxiliary snd the Women's Federated
Clubs in developing nstional ecitizenship.

Enlist the cooperation of clvie bodies such zs
Rotary, Kiwenis, Lions in developing understending
of Internz tionsl citizenship.

S ested teachers:
Euper5IEors

Municipal =nd county officials

School officials

Older residente who can give significent facts in
his tory of community

Local business and civiec leaders

41 1Ibid,.



Materiesls:

Current newspapers

History books

Stete and National Constitution

Government cgencies that will send out, 2t no
expense, excepli poctage, illustrated lectures
on various phases of government activities.

The fifth point of the program Lelsure Time
fetivities is slso en importent one for the use a men
mekes of his leisure often determines his pleece in life.
The suggestions meade by the Netionel Youth Administration

for use by county supervisors ere the following:

Library:*®

Traveling library provided by State Librery
Commission

Current magazines which local clubs are usuelly
glad to provide

Books of sll kinds

Newspeapers

Indoor Activities:

Dremetic group

Music group

Radio programs

Hobby group

Ameteur contests to develop talent

Lectures to develop eppreciation of art, music, ete.
Parties

Clubs and Youth Councils

Qutdoor Activities:

Teams:
Softball
Baseball
Be ske tball
Tennis
Hikes and Picnics
Contests
Swimming with Life saeving certificates as gosl

42 Netional Youth Administration in Oklahoma. Dec. 31,
- B -
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Thus, we have the Five Point Trelning Progrem whigh
the Oklshome Netionel Youth Administretion hes set up =8
¢ pattern from which to build.

The exect earrying out of these prineiples, the
means and methods are left to the ingenuity of the various
workers in the field whieh is true of the whole program.
Aubrey Williams, Executive Director o the National Youth
Administretion, Washington, D.C,, says this:

"I should like to emphasize the fsct that

the Nutionel Youth Administretion’s progrsm has

not been reasdy made in Weshington snd thrust in

e definite and rigid form upon the communities.

It has, on the contrary, been made flexible

enough for adaptetion by local individuels ani

organizetions to meet a wide variety of perticulsr

needs. 4As & community program, with this difference . .

that it hes been made possible by federal funds . .

it is providing thousands of needy young people, upon

2 sound and economical basis, with certzin of the

educational end voeationsl opportunities to which

they ere entitled.”

Because of this fact, the National Youth Administre-
tion of (Oklahome, under the direction of Houston A, Wright,
State Director, has been &ble to meke greater strides then
would hesve otherwise been possible.

It has set up the Five Point Treining Progrem whiech
in effect, is a preetical education for camplete living; it
has cerried on = very embitious Work Program the ms jor
part of which hes been construction for the purpose of
furnishing work-sheops for the youth. Meny other experiments
h: ve been attempted, some frankly to detemine their worth

others which were of proven worth before they were put into

43 Vvilliems, Aubrey. Rural /‘merica. The NYA 'ssists
Rural Youth. /pril, 1937.



operestion. Let us, therefore, conslider some of the
NYA work in this state which is of more interest be-
cause of 1is oxperimentel end original nature; we
may then hove a sounder basgis Tor our opinions as to
the worth of the NY. progresm whiech is bsing carried

on iu this stste.
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CH/APTER IV
NYA EXPERIMENTS IN OKLAHOMA

One of the most interesting, s well as one of the
first experiments attempted in this State was that of the
NY Girls' Cemp similar to the CCC for boys.

November 1, 1936, a Girls NY/ Camp was located &t
Stillweter, Oklshome, sponsored by the Oklshoms ! & M
College &nd housed in barracks originelly used for 2 CCC
camp. One barrack wes used as a reception hell, another
for offices, a third for o recreation hell, = fourthlfor
dormitory end & fifth for the kitchen end dining room, a
sixth for project work room.

A steff of ten teachers, housekeeper, cook, etc., wes
selected with Miss Josephine Bell as Director of the Camp.
Miss Bell was a member of the B & P W National Education
Committee, and was formerly Prineipal of the Blackwell
High School; she was & very cepable, well trained, cultured
eand enthusiestic leader end was well known in educational
circles. Her fellow teachers were all college grsduates,
most of them with master's degrees from various colleges
and universities over the United States inecluding the
University of Columbie, etec.

One hundred girls, from the project division, were
selected from the entire state. The first term of Camp
was three months, as was the second, the third term,

however, during the summer was cut to two months.
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One would elmost have to sce the Camp to realize the
friendly, grecious stmosphere which existed. However, one
should have seen the girls when they first came to Camp,
some without proper clothes, shoes, ete. It wes necessary
to completely out-fit meny girls. As there was no fund
for this purpose, it was & real problem. 44

/8 there was a great responsibility on the shoulders
of those in charge since most of the girls were 17 to 25
and had come from femilies where discipline wes almost un-
known, it wes thought best to follow the college rules
very closely, and 1f enything, even more strict rules were
enforced., This caused a little unhappiness among the girls
at first, with the result that several took themselves
off home, some without the formelity of = good-by. While
this was much regretted by those in charge it wes unevold=
eable. Possibly those were among the youth who would not
have profited by the money snd thought expended on them.

However, in several weeks after the camp started,
clothes had improved miraculously; neater, cleaner, better
groomed girls were the result. Manners became more
grecious, and the atmosphere like that of ¢ heppy home.
While the brrrecks were frankly barracks, without paint,
etc., yet they were as good as meny of the girls had
been used to snd better then some had been living in.

In ¢ short time after the arrival of spring, flowers ‘
were blooming around camp, end everything began to teke on

& gay, homey look.,

44 Chandler, Emme. Home Economics Instructor. NY Camp.
erview.
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Dencing was permitted in the recreation hell, &nd
the hell wos usuelly filled (on open nights) with heppy
youngsters. Thet the Cemp wss a suecess is ettested to
by the many girls who ssked to stey for sdditionel terms,
only e small percent of whom were allowed to remsin for
more thsn the one term. Meny elubs and other orgrnize-
tions who had the pleasure of hearing some of the NYA
quertets, or seeting of the tap dancers, or being en-
tertelned by some of the other telented youth, will elso
egree that the youth derived mueh benefit from the camp.45
Open house was often held for the townspeople, =nd
was »nlweys well ettended. Just before the summer term
closed and the Camp wes temporarily discontinued, the
class in /dministration 300 which had been meeting at
the College was invited out to dinner. The class was
entertained with & visit through the work rooms, end
by various entertaeinment features at dinner. A fashion
éhbw of frocks m:=de by the girls while at camp &nd
modeled by them, wes one item. A very hospiteble and
grecious evening's entertainment was extended by the
Camp faculty, end youth.
Another interesting experiment has been the Bristow
NY ©School. The City of Bristow owned = 15 room
building, located in the City Park in the west pert of
towm. They geve NY permission to use this ss an NYA
School. The building wes renoveted, painted, end

45 Qp. Cit.



redecorasted by WPA at & cost of something like
$20,000.00.

The building sits on & high hill, overlooking
the Park. Concrete psving leads to the Park end
graveled drives go to the door of the building. A
lovely swimming pool is not fer distent in the resr
of the building.

The staff for the school wes selected with the
idea of teaching both girls and boys. Therefors,
the staff included = Director, Nurse, Purchasing
rgent, Vocationsl ’‘griculture teacher, Home Economics
Instruetor, Menuel Treining Tescher, lsundress, night-
watchmen end cook.

As first set up the School planned to have complete
Agriculturel and Shops courses, end a thorough Home-
Meking course for girls. However, slthough the first
term was conducted with 25 girls and 25 boys, enrolled
from 5 counties in the Third WPA District, this idea has
been repleced with thet of specializing in boys work at the
school =nd setting up & Home-lMeking Center for girls at
Shawnee. This will allow the staff to be ecut to three
persons :nd will permit both economy snd additions1l
training for the boys in the way of leundry work, cook-
ing assistance, serving experience, and meny other phseses

of work whieh the boys would otherwise not receive .46

Smith Miss Hessle. Acting Director Bristow NYA
eﬁoot. Interview.
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When the youth entered the school they were given
& thorough physical examination, including Wasserman
tests. /An unusual feature of this group was that the
Waesserman tests were 100% negative. The youth were 2lso
welghed when they enrolled, &nd regulsrly esch week
since. Four weeks after the school began, Miss Gilbert,
R.N., reported that the girls showed en sveresge increese
in weight of two pounds and the boys showed an inereese
in weight of five pounds, some boys having gained &s much
as twenty pounds.

This gein in weight is more interesting when compsred
with cost of the meals which the youth hed been eating as
follows:

August 12 per meal 11.9¢ per day
August 13 per meal 10. ¢ per day
ugust 14 per meal 13.5¢ per day
August 15 per meel 15.9¢ per dey
August 16 per meal 16.9¢ per day

These meals are well balsnced, snd the food is pro-
perly selected 2nd seasoned. The writer ate st the School
on .ugust 14 and found the meal well selected, nicely
served end very well seasoned. The meal (for which the
writer had mede no esdvance arrangements for staying) con-
sisted of steak, potatoes, gravy, bread, butter, beans,
onions, iced tes, end choecolate pudding. Additionsl servings
of enything desired might be had.

From weight geined, and eost of meals, one is inclined

to wonder just how much the mesls cost ot these youths homes,

how well selected they cre, etec. For it would sppear
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thet the meels =re not cs ecerefully selected, that
not a8 much is spent on them (as sn =versge of ll¢g
esch) or that there is not sufficient quentity. How-
ever, it is possible that the reguler hours have something
to do with the gain in weight.

The Bristow NY/ youth were permitted to swim without
cost once & week, the boys on Friday and the girls on
Wednesdays.

Regular classes in home-mekins were teught tﬁe
girls, and the boys were instructed in azgriculture snd
shops work. Classes in heaslth were s#lso given both
girls and boys.

Some explsnetion should perheps be given es to cost
of these projects and the method of defrsying expenses.

In both the girls NY2 Camp at Stillwater, end the Bristow
NYA School, the youth worked sufficient time to eern $21.00
per month st the raie of 25¢ per hour. This wes eerned,
at the Stillwater Camp, by meking hooked rugs, end other
erticles of like nasture for use by the College or other
units of NYA. At Bristow the girls were employed in
meking germents, and the boys in making furniture. This
combined work =nd treining.

Of this $21.00, $15.00 wes spent for expenses in-
cidentel to food costs, sanitetion, ete., for board snd
room in other words. The youth did their own leundry
work, eleaned the kitehen, took eare of the building. In

some ceses en additional dollar wes collected for hezlth
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fees, etc. The balance wes gilven the youth for in-
cldental expensces, clothing, etc.

A third interesting experiment wes the educstionzl
pProgren for rurl youth during the summer at the various
colleges. Thig part of the WYA progrem will be conltinued
during the winter term. Meny colleges cooperated with
the Wational Youth Administretion during the summer in
offering courses especlally designed to Pit the YA
ive Point Training Progrsm. Among these wers Oklshows
A & M College, Miemi Junior Collége,,Langston University,
Northeastern State Teachers College =nd possibly seversl
others.

The plen used on Cklrohome A & 1's campus is
probably'typical. Approximetely 400 NY:. youth were seéﬁ
to A& M from the projeet division {relief youth) and
permitted to earn %21.00 per month, of whieh 515.00
was spent for board and room. Thers was no enrollment
cost, or cost for texts. The youbth were quartered in
Yurrey JSunex (girls) znd in the 4 ¥ Club Camp (boys).

& supervisor was in charge of esch group, end verious
edvisors and teuchers were employed by the college rfnd
the HYA.

Clesses Tor girls centered -round Home -Llaking
activities, including sewing, cooking, canning, pre-
serving, decorating, etc. C(lesses for boyg were
primerily soil conservation, terrccing, sgricultura

work of &1l phases, shops work, etc. In soddition %o
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clesges, the youth enjoyed & sgummer of plenned re-
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ereational features, gports, ete.

fnother feature, or experiment, slong the educa-
tional line peeculisr to the Cklshoms KY. set up wos hhat
of the summer Tramining Progren for the ¥Y. County
Supervisors, which hezs been mentioned hefeors,

The NY: is administered through = central or Stete
organization headed by the Stete Director, Houston A.
Wright. The state is broker up into warious Districts
corresgponding, more or less, to the WpL District and
not entirely identical to the Congressional Digtriet.

#With the recent change in WP/ Districts, doubtless a

similer chenge will be nmade scoon in the NYA organize-

4t the present time, however, there is ¢ District
Supervisor responsible for the counties under his, or
her, Jurisdiction. The county is then wmere or less under
the supervision of the County Supervicor -nd i sgilstant

tretive expeuses are keopt

Lis]

County Supervisors. isdmini
within 15% of the total of the relief poyroll; the super-
visors ordinerily being the only workers in the county
who 2re not from the relief rolls.

In meny ceses VWP, teachers were uveged to sgsist in

k)
[

the supervision, but in mony ceses they were found to
be lacking in the necessary personaslit , inspirationsl

gualities, 2nd sometimes in training. It was the con-

(2%



census of opinion among the county supervisors in school
at A. & M. this past summer that teachers for these
youth should be even more carefully selected then were
those for youth from the average home for the reason
thet their enviromment was bad, they were in grester
need of encouragement, inspiration, execellent examples
before them. £lso if they had once given up school
with every convenience, good teechers, etc., it would
require more skill, tect, desire on the part of the
teacher to be of resl service than in the ordinsry case.
For all of these reasons WP2 teachers were not given the
hesrtiest spprovel, for WPA in most cases, lists on its
rolls those who heve feiled in their ehosen professions.

The NY/. supervisors seemed to prefer to choose
from the rank of suceessful business =nd professionel
men end women who sre c¢ivie minded, end interested es
the people who could be of most essistence.

In meny cases where the superintendeat of the city
schools cooperated by offering the facilities at his
commemid , the supervisors eppeared to think the problem
more or less solved.*® Given Nvae practical approach
to the problem, end the assistance of established edu-
cationel systems, they believe the problem easily solved.

Thus, the challenge seems to be to educators to
put their shoulders to the wheel, =nd help where help
is needed with the thought of serving youth more

completely snd edequately without zdded cost -nd with
‘aAdminiggratien 300, Oklchoms A & M. Summer 1957 .

=




only increzsed sxpenditure of cooperstion and "neigh-
borliness®.

The county supervisor's course, tavght by Hr.
Kenneth Cempbell, Huperintende. b of Schools et iladill

and on enthusizevic supporter of the HY: progrsm, &8

well as ¢ student of Education (Columbiz) coversd the

Tive pheses of the training vprogrom. Speakers of state

and netional importence were brought to the campus to

o

iscuss Heslth, Home-moking, VOC“LlOP“l Treining, leisure
Time fctivities, 2nd Citizenship, =s directly rpplicable

4o the Y. youth.

E";

The supervisors lived in the colleﬁ dormitoriess, send
observed & similer routine to thst of the NY! youth,
ating in the College cofeteria, ete. C(lesses met three
hours daily for the supervisors, allowiling them time to
observe the elesgses for youth or to cttend verious other
lectures or clessges on the campus. At the close of the
dey, =ud often at the beginning, both instructor {C2ap-

bell) and supervisors could be found on the tennis courits

f sl
=

or in the swimming pools precticing thsir theories as
t0 lLeisure Time ‘fetivity. If not there, the secornd best

fuess weas

[ﬂ

that they were in the dormitory, or on the
campus in groupe of three, or six or on up to twenty-six,
discuvssing the Hetional Youth Administretion's problens
ir their own county. Supervisors, like youth, cgreed

tiet the sumner was both inspiretionsl ¢ud edueationsl

snd nevar would ons find ¢ more desply interosted group.



Another outstanding contributior

accomplishments by the Oklzhoma unit,

Lo

is
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that of the

Youth Center ides which has more or less been sugzestad

in the discussion of the schools and eanmps, heretofore.

This is ¥Mr. ¥Wright's perticuler snd favorite theory.

The whole 1des 1s one of centering

the treining

and work intoc "Youth Centers®, with clesses in el1l

phageg of the five point progrsm out

been begun, in some casss from "the

lines.

grou

This has

od up® . . with

‘the construction of the bulldins whereln the Youth

L

Center will be housed. 7The ultimete aim will be %o

»

ecenter youth in verious places depending on the type

of work or training desired by the youth.
wishes training in trades, or professi

the cil fiends, he or she will be ge:

If &« youth

teaching thet type of work, possibly the one located

in Tulea. If & boy desires wood-wor

ing he will bes sent to Sristow, ete.

is to meke these sell supporting, not merely cooperatlv:

with the youth owning cows, chickens, etc., raisin

end canning gerden foods.

kX, or shops train-

The

ultimete =inm

il

Some of these Youbh Ceniers =-re now under ¢on-

struction for instanee at Okmulgee where

building unit is being bullt of nsti
vill furnish facilitieg for =211 phss

there will be an 80 cere gsrden, ete

ve 8%

ZE 0O

n Tour or five

e
&1
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Sueh = bullding projeet glves =n opportunity
for teaching the youth meny phases of work, concrete
finishing, plastering, carpentry, stone masonry etc.
This will be of vselue to the boys in earning a living,

or in seeing that their own homes are properly constructed

=

n case they do not follow this as & profession.

Mﬁjor construction because of the trainips ond in-
terest to the youth, is being given first consideration
in this State as hLas been intimated elsewhere. Brick,
stone, frame and even "mud" houses are under construce
tion spousored by various eity, county or civie orgeni-
zations. |

One of the most interssting construction projects
in the HY' ' state program is that of ithe Stillwester WY |
Building, loceted in Feir Park sponsored by the ecity,
county and Chamber of Commerce.

This building is locoted on & trisngular plot of
ground; the building was designed speecislly for this
loeation, the first sketeh of the plans having been
drawn by one of the youth on the progrsn, Yelor Thiessen.
The plens were then drawn by Mr. John Luerksen, State
srehitect Tor the NYA; little change wss mede. ‘The
plsns, as originelly dxawn, =nd ¢s finally epproved, sre
for & "V* shaped building. The point of the "V" being
e cireuiﬁr essembly room, 40 ft. ceross. The length
of the building is 100 £t., with ecch wing sbout 35 It.
in width; giving o totsl Tloor spece of more then 5000

Tt.
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The meteriel from which the building is constructed
is #8 unique &s is the floor plan. Top soil, chemically
treated (using Prof. J. ©. Kirkhem's formuls), end pressed
into blocks composes the waslls. This ﬁaterial when dry

will teke = pressure slmost equal to thet of concrete.
It is almost perfect insulation and will result in a
very comfortable as well &s inexpensive end dureble build-
ing. 49 The roof will be of concrete as will the floor;
the building will be stuccoed snd psinted. It is also
planned thet murals (by youth smong the group) will
decorate the walls of the essembly room; the furniture
will be msde in the shops by the youth themselves.90

This projeet furnishes a perfect work shop, or
training center for both boys and girls, the boys in
construction, furniture meking, etec., the girls in de-
coration, ete.

The building will be used by the NYA, County Health
Unit, and by other eivie groups.

Thus, we have & sketeh of some of the most interaest-
ing experiments end some which were most easily ececesible
for the writer to visit. Doubtless there are many more
throughout the state.

However, these few experiments would tend to prove
to us that the Netional Youth Administration in this state
has spproeched its problems with couresge and originality;
there will be little thet it will need apologize for in

19 Eirkha ?rot. E. Head Cilvil Engineering Dept.,
terview.

50 Kirh!, T.E. Distriet __Supervisor. Interview.
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yeszrs to come. Youbh have been furnished not only
relief employment but treining for permenent employ-
ment, courcge, inspiration z«nd education for prectical
problems =and for the real prolewms of life. Communities
have benefited in permenent improvements.

It will be noted throughout that the projects
hzve been desigrned to combine educetion, and experience;
tiiat much thought nas been given to the type of work
project, treining involved and & well rounded s=nd even
culfurel progrem. There hag becn @ nice balonce of
class work, c«pplied knowledge, work, play, sporis,recreaw
tion, musie, srt., ste.

Perhops we should then consider the opinion of
the youth themselves; that of outstanding civie =nd
gdueationzl leaders, =nd thus coneclude our thesis with
e resume of ithe value of the work dopne in this state by
the National Youth sfdministration which is certainly

developing *new trends” in education,
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EVALUATION OF THE wWoRK O HYA

It ie difficult to evaluzie the work of the

B Hational Youth Adminlstratlon for severzl reasons. One
of thege 1s the faet thet 1t 1s, ze yet, oo close too
ue. Uneonsclously our politicsal ovinions or educational
or soclsl bachground vpreclude & wholly unblseed criticiem.
Having besn rsared in the tradition of formsl eﬁﬁeaﬁlaa,
cultursl to s large extent, voestional training hasz been
secented only with many reeervatlions.

There is also the qusstion not only az to vhether
the youth will profit suffieliently but also whether they
zre materizl worth gpending time and money on. IF w»e
belleve in the value of heredity, 1t is possibls that
sdueation {whether 1t be wooational or otherwlse) will
be in vart at lemst wasted on %hasé youth. This, %oo, is
g relative quesgtlon depending on the nmeazsure by which
the family ie Judged, whether it be eodueation, finsncial
suecegges or otherwise. If we bslieve in the value or
education or envirenment, howewer, snd the inherent worth
of humsnity, the work of the Hational Youth Administrstion
has soine Justification, .

The writer attemnied to atisck thls vroblem by inters
 views with supervisors, who were working of $he progras;
he 2leo talked w=lth many of the youth to dstermine the

guality of the mmterisl, their interestsz mnd reactions.
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The county supervisors were as well prepared as the
average school teacher. They were all quite enthusiastic,
apprarently feeling that they were pioneere in a new and
infteresting fleld, one that would be worth the effort and
worry they had expended in its development,

In talking with the youth concerning the things NYA
had done for them, seldom could a youth be found who
wae not enthusiastic in his or her praises. They were in
most eases not thinking altogether in terms of the $10.00
they received each month for five days work; they were
thinking of the opportunities of asccomplishment opened to
them through this asgsistance.

Miss Ada Thompson, a talented little singer, who
was in the NYA Camp and whose home is in Shamrock, Okla-
homa, wag quietly sincere in her gtatement of the benefit
ghe had personally received. She remained at Murray Annex
after the Camp closed and will continue her school next
winter as a member of the NYA quartet which will actually
"ging itself through eollege".ﬁl

Mise Willa Bounds, 2 youth from Stillwater, who had
been at the Bristow School s2ld . . "We really worked hard.
But 1t was fun. Nellle and I were the only ones who didn't

cry when school closed and we were the last girls to leave

51 Misg Ads Thompson. NYA youth. Interview.




S0 there wasn't anyone to see us cry or we probably
would have too. It was lots of fun., I learned a lot.
I made some of the prettiest uniforms from unbleached
muslin trimmed in pink muslin, with bound button-holes.
It doesn't sound at all pretty, but it really was, I
was proud of mine,"92

Miss Mildred Cochran, Pawnee, said, "They really
keep you busy. Not a free evening. Working, classes
and recreation planned for each evening., 1I've enjoyed
every minute of it 9%

Miss Juanita Belveal, Cushing, said, "NYA has been
a big help to me. I've learned many things . . sewing,
serving. Jquite a lot of practical nursing. I'a like
to go to the Bristow School but the folks need my money
to help out at home so I just can't go; I hope to continue
to work here though for I just don't see how we could
get along without it."94

Cleo Harmon, Cushing youth, said, "If I could find
another job that paid better of course 1I'd take it but
I'm working full time on the NYA building and not mhkins
a lot of money but I'm learning lots of things. Jt keeps
my hand in at conerete finishing toé.”as

ounds L%E !;a %outh. ostillwater. Interview
53 Cochran, Mild A youth, Pawnee. Interview
4 Belveal, Juanita NYA youth., Cushing. Interview
55 Harmon, Cleo RYk_youtg Cushing. Interview
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So much for the youth, although letter after
letter could be cuoted with only & very few not realiz-
ing or spprecicting the opportunity they were getting.

Judge Roés, County Judge, Ardmere, says,"Juvenile
delinquency has been eut 90% in this county since the
inception of the NYA progrem. We are thoroughly in
favor of itn.® Meyor Herris of Okmulgee says "Juvenile
delinquency hes been decreased 50% since NYA sterted in
this city“FW'Public officiels over the state where atten-
tion hes been given to this problem are agreed upon the
help which the Nationel Youth Administration has been in
the solution of the ﬁajor youth problem,

Elmer Petree, County Superintendent of Osage County,
says,"The writer believes that the NYA will be one of
the forms of rellef from the Federal Government to be made
permenent end a part of regular school work. Right
now the NYA for students out of school is receiving
quite an amount of sattention. This work has an important
place to rill for those boys =2nd girls who have not hed
e chence to go ahead in school. If the NYA inside school
¢sn be carried on succesfully tiere, of course, will be

& smaller number requiring the work outside the school

renks.

Ross, Judge County Judge, 'rdmore. Speech before
RT §tate meeting, Capito gh Sechool, Oklahome
City, Oklahoma. December 19, 1936.

57 Harris, Meyor Edgar. or of Ckmulgee. Speech bep
fore ﬁi: maaEIﬁg in Stillweater, Oeoctober ﬁg, 1936.




*The Hubtionsl Youth movement has been successful.

-
ok
e

g £illing & plece educatlonslly and industrially

|
M

the lives of many boys and girls that vere be-

willdered by events of the depression. sfter the depressian
is over, we will still hove meny of thesze boys and girls
cout of work becauss of machinory taking the plece of
workers. The NY. can tzke cere of those unfortunately

situsted boys and girle as well in normal times zs in

the depression. This work should be continued evan

=

zfter the effects of the depreseion sre gonoc.

“ , . . The results of ¥Y work in the mst two
&ears show thet 1f continued the work will help 2 ¢loss
of boys snd girls who need the experience”, e

Lr. Henry G. bennebtt, Preslident of Okleshome A & U

College -nd one of the lesding, 1f not the leading edugrew

tor in the Stete hus been onc of the most loyal ond

w»

ncere supporters of the Nationel Youth /fdministration.
Hardly & paper in the sitete but has gucted Dr. Bennett
in prekbe of this work during the pcost six months.

Dr. B. H. Black, Superintendent of Schools, Bristow,
is also loud in his pralsges of Y. end was influentiel
in the adoption of o stetement in it's praise which wes

pessed by the Oklehoms Educationsl Association this

W

past year.

e

€n

o8 Potree, HWimer, Superintendent of Public Instruetion,
Osage County. Letber.
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Hence, the writer concluded with the statement that
the yvouth problem is the United states calls for deep
consideration on the part of all interésted eitizens, énd
especlally the school men of the nation not as an euergency
relief problem resulting from the depression but as an ever
pressnt problem. We are teupted te wonder,

"Is a body of permanently unemployed people
to be the inevitable outcome of our improved
technological processesyy

"ihat is the implication for cducation aris-
inz from groups of unemployed, deprived by social
conditions from earning their own living. The
attitudes gensrated by this condition are of in-
creasing concern to schools. In our thinking of
this problem, it is important to speak of *the
attitudes resulting from unemployaent'rather than
of the 'attitude of the unsumployed'nd9

"That the problem of youth continues to call

for attention is proven by the Tact that of the

751,042 youth people sligible to attend the public

schools in 1935-1936, there was an average daily

attendance of 497,9741%0

Hust it necessarily follow thet "the curse of the poor
is poverty’, as Carver stated? liust we necogsarily Tollow in
the footsteps of Lao Tze, the founder of the Taoist faith,
and withdraw ourselves from evils we cannot prevent and assuume
towerd then an attitude of "impertursble meskness", or suall
we rather follow in the footsteps of Confuscius, whose theory

was mord or less the opposite of that of Lao Tze, about whoa

this story was told: '

59 Kirkendall, Lester A. How Unemployment and heliefl Aflect
aducation. dournal of National sducational Association.
April, 1937.

60 llarland, Gov. L. W. Committee on Sducation Report.




"Confuscius went to zee Lao Tze wio, according
to the Taoist traditions, read to the ardent young
teacher a lecture, the burden of which was advice
to cease meddling with matters which were beyond
his control. It was characteristic of Counfuscius
that he did not reply dut the advice of Lac Tze was
lost on him. He was a practical man . . . "6l

In snalyzlng the National Youth administration program,
we might couwpare it with that of Confuscius who taught a
"well rounded curriculum™; his three principie subjects
being history, poetry and literature. Aifter these came four
others, proprieties, government, natural sciecncs and music.
He had pride in those pupils who displaycd oratoriceal,
adainistrative or literaty abilities, but he avoided feats
of strength, prodigles, ¢ zorder and the Supernatural.62

"He taught the value of the family and

human nature's unresalized capacities for self-

lmprovement. But his interest was in Titting

men for better ecitizenship, not in the found-

ing of a faith".63d

How little has our viewpoint changed in the years. Con-
fuseins' "well rounded curriculum”" and the "Five Point
Training Program™ of the National Youth 4dministration have

"

poth are primarily

3

many similer ideas and the purposc of
2+

the same. The goal Confusclus was striving to reacen is the

same goal both the HYA and the schools of today hope to

€]

Lo}

in resching our pro-

30

o
[

reach, Haturally thes methods

aq

e

o]

posed goal may be different as different conditions exist,

62 _ . .y s .
Barton, Bruce, what Can A ian Selieve. los,
83

Ibid. 107.
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but we realize the purpose and problems are basically the
sane . It convinces us, too, that we are not so advanced
in our thinking as possibly some of us thought; that our
ideas ere guite conservative and our methed of approaching
our problems not at all sxtreme.

There is no doubt but that ir. Houston A, Wright has
thoughﬁ deeply conecerning the youth problem; that he has done
much research and hag arrived at a possible solution for
this problem, or the many phases of it; a solution based
oun sound pedagogical prineiples, zpd sound ecoaomics.

He has @& visilon, reaching far Gown the years, of the
help we may render youbh and society. I sometimes his
theory sounds a bit idealistie, we are reminded of the
story of oir Christopher Uren, te whosa London owed 50 much
of what is finest in il archisecture and cspeel ielly in the
eharacter of 1ts central churches,.

"He has received for his ¢ ”peﬁodthﬂ a salary
that was less than that of fthe imerican unskilled
worker bubt as his epitah bays truly, his work was
‘not for his oWl vut for the public good', and will
keep bright his lasge forever,

"One moraning he passed among the workmen, most
of whom did not know him, and of the three men en-.
gaged in the same kind of work he asked ths sanme
gusstion, "what are you doingi". TFrom the first he
recelved the answer; "1 an cutting a stone®™. From
the second the answer was: " I am earning thres
shillings and six pence a day*o But the third man
straighUuned ap, sguared his sihoulders and holding
his mallet in one hand and his ehisel in the other,
proudly replied; * I an helpi 15 _<ir Christopher wren
to build this great cathedralv,%4

&4 3 » s
“*0p. Cis.
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That story maj applied to the youbth wiich the HYA

ef:.’
o
@

progren is serving; if they have caught the vision of what
this opportunlity may mean to them, they will go Tar.
It might also be applied to we gchiool msn. & may

gither be "finding o0d4d Jobs™ to allow the HYA youth "to geb

in their 40 hours“, we may be "helping them to earn their 310,00

a month", or w2 may be helping the youth take advantages of
one of the grestest opportunitiss of a2 life time. de nay
be helping the National Youth Administrstion build a per-
manent, and badly needed, youth program which will assist
in correcting juveunils delinquency, which will teach youth
the valus of "Health, Home-maklng, Citizenship, Yoeational
Training and proper use¢ of his Deisure Time". dith schools,
youth and governsent cooperative, nothing will be 1lumpossible
of acnievement.

We will thus be siding the President to accomplish his
degire that . .

* . . . we shall do something avout the Hation's

unemployed youth, because we can 1ll afford to

lose the skills and energics of these young men.

They must have their turn as apprentices; their

chanee to worlk for Lhemselves; thelr opportunities

for jobs . . .50

summarizing the finuiﬂ 5 of this thesis, the writer
believes that so long s some 200,000 of the youth in our
state are "out of school and unemploysd?, through no fault

Py

of their own, a very definite youth problem does exist.

65*‘ocmevel‘!; EPregident Franklin D. Administrative Crder.




70

He is convinced that so long as Oklshoma stands 47 smong

the 48 states in scheol attendance, and 37 in scholarship,

d‘

hepe is a need to reorganize our school systens, and to
determine wherein they are Tailingz.

He 13 convineed that many youth a unable to attend
school because of lack of money for clothes, proper iood,
and supplies. This need is not altogetiasr a result of

Y

recent depression. Therefore, he bslieves there exists

the

W

and will continue to exist a need Tor assistance through
some government agency.

After consideratlon of the work achleved and the traine

ing program sct up by the National Youtk Administration in this

state, the writer wishes first to commend Lir. Houston A.
Wright snd his stalf on the commendab results achiewved,

He then wishes to add his endorsement of this more integrated
type of education whieh combines work snd %training. In

his opinion this 1s 1deal for the type of youth who will

take advantage of it, youth whose families will not have

the money, or egtablished business, in which the youth

and one whieh will sxpand asg the years go by. This i
§- o &
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study, experimentation and adaptation to changing
conditions of the time. But our experience with other
vocatbional education trends in the past only point o
further integration of tThis type.

The “Five Point PTraining Prograzu” of the Hational
Youth Administration Is basically sound and founded on
the most fundamental desires of wmankind. It points the
way toward a practical education for complete living, a
goal toward wnlch we lave besn striving for msny generations.

If youth, educators and goveranment continue to join
handsg, feeling as the third worker for 3ir Wren Telt, that
we ‘are helping to build a youth program™, it will not be
long until . .

* . . . every worker has cultivatzd proper

health habits, and had his vhysical defects corrscted

has learned to pe'form sone useful tesk well enough

to earn a living doing it; knows how » ooar? to
gaintain o homs ond under stun*» he ﬁ~lzt10n—
ips involved; has lcarned vt xv.a ;vu itable

and pleasursable use of his and has
hean & 1928

o

sroundsd in the .undgﬁ;@ntﬁ.s; of Vl. izenship;
then, and onlv then will we feel that we have meib
Tully our respousiblillty of adapting the unenployed
out-of'=schecol vouth to the soclaseconomic scheme
in & better way ithan the youtlh night have done . .

it
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