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INTRODUCTION 

In the selection of a problem for special study as 

a part or the requirements for a Master's Degree, the 

writer chose the task of ascertaining the seriousness of 

the youth problem in our country (with special reference 

to this state); the solution which is being ~ttempted i n 

other countries and the soundness of the solution whi ch 

is being worked out in our own. 

That the youth of the nation are the trustees of 

posterity is as true toda y ~sit wes when Disraeli ob­

served it; tha t there exi s ts & youth problem today in 

the itiY of unemploy ent • nd l a ck of t r ~ining for outh 

i s L fact so genera lly ccepted us to require little 

proof. Our a ccepted due~ tiom,l institutions ho ve 

,-ppc. rently .r~i ileJ somewhat to meet the ,.J.elT.1e nds of the 

youth of our times; whether t his f a ilure is in subject 

m~ tter offered or method of tea ching we sha ll attempt to 

de t er · ne . 

The Na tioru.i.l Youth .di.ministra tion, un emergency or -
' '-. ganiza t1.tfn set up by President Franklin D. Roosevelt for 

furnishing imrrediate relief and employment to the youth 

of the nati on is the organization which today is most 

nearly meeting the demands of the youth und of the times. 

As it is genera lly conceded that Mr . Houston A. ' .'right 

ha s set up the most compr ehensive program in the Oklahoma 



atlona.l Youth Adm1n1stra.t1on, uch oons1derat1on 111 

be given the II Ftve Point 1'ra1n1ng Prog:ra.m around h1ch 

t hat work is centered. An analys1 of the methods used 

and re ult achieved by this organization will be given 

aa well as the writ r ' s cr1t1o1sm as a sum~ary of f ind­

ings of this th& 1s. 

It might be ell to add that the r1ter 1s 1n no 

way connected with the N t1ona.l Youth Admln1strat1on ex. 

oept insofar as his dut1e as nr1nc1 l of one of the 

sta.te•s high schools llows and neoese1ta.te. h!e o,;­

operat1on with this prcgr-am._ 

The writer wi hes to expre s hla deep gl" t1tude 

an a1nc re appreciation to Dr. Haskell Pruett, and to 

Dr . J.C. Uuer an of the School of Education of Okla.ho-ma 

Agr1oultur 1 and echan1oa.l College . He a lso desires to 

ent1on h1 1ndehtednes to Dr. T. H .. Reynolds, Head of 

the Depart..-nent of Histor y, Sohool of Science and Liter ture, 

Oklahoma. Agricultural and. ·-eohan1oal College . Gratitude 

is also due r .. Houston A. "right, State D1reotor of the 

a~1onal Youth Adm1n1strat1on whose ooo _erat1on has been 

very hel f'ul. 

Submitted to Oklahoma 
Agricul tural and echa.nlcAl 
College on Se -te ber 26, 
1937. 
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Chapter One 

The Youth Problem in the United states 

There are, in these United States, 20,000,000 youth 

between the ages of 16 and 24 years of age ; of these 

4,000,000 are 1n school, 8,000,000 are employed , 3,000,000 

are housewives and 5 ,ooo ,,000 are out of school and unem-
1 ployed. 

In Oklahoma. the~1 are 420,000 youth of the same age ; 

200,000 of these a re out of school and unemployed. 11 0ut 

of school and unemployed" does not imply that these youth 

have completed their education, but in most cases means 

they have dropped out of school for various reasons and 

have not secured employment either because of l a ck of 

opportunities or lack of training. 

Part of the unemployment among youth is doubtless due 

to the a fter.1n&th of the depression; part is no doubt due to 

lack of sufficient training. In the Third {PJ District 

(which comprised Payne, Creek, Seminole, Hughes , Lincoln, 

Qkmulgee, Okfuskee and Pottawatomie counties), the average 

education of youth employed by the National Youth Adminis­

tration is fifth grade; this is presumably higher than in 

those districts including southern cotton tenant farmers. 2 

1 Jessen, Carl • and H, Clifton Hutchins. Connnunity 
Sur·vers. Bulle tin No. 18-VI, U .s . Department of the 
Inter or. l 

2 Wright, liouston n. tional You:t,ll .n.dministr ..... tion Sur-
vez. 1935-1936. 



Many leading equcators, when confronted with these 

figures, replied that doubtless the youth were "out of 

school" because of l a ck of ambition or ability. Mr. 

Houston~. Wright, State Direc tor of tbe National Youth 

Administrati on in Oklahoma. and one of the leading educators 

in that state, did not agree with this assumption. Con­

sequently he requested a survey of all high schools co­

operating with the United States Government through the 

National Youth Administration. In 412 high schools, 95 

National Youth Administration students were valedictorians 

of their gra.dua ting classes, 98 were saluta torians and both 

valedictorians and salutatorians came from the ranks of 

the National Youth Admini s tration in 3? of the schools , 

and 16 .8 per cent or an average of 992 of the total of 

5,904 students included in the study were elected to serve 

in a class or school organizetion . 3 

Not content with this, a survey was made or the 900 

youth attending Oklahoma University through the assistance 

or the National Youth Administration . It was round that 

through the four classes, Freshman, Sophomore, Junior and 

Senior, that National Youth Administration Students averaged 

one point higher than other youth. This proved rather con­

clusively tba t, given the means , many youth out of school 

would be back in school and would compete on an equal 

basis as to ability. 

3 Wright, Houston A . ' tional Yo11:th administration Bulletin 
Deeember 31, 1936. 

2· 



It is true , however, t re t not all youth out or school 

wish to return to school; many left school because or lack 

of interest. This in itself is a very important criticism 

of our present school system. If many of the youth, whose 

interests educational institutions have attempted to serve, 

feel they are not adequ.a tely meeting their needs , thought 

should be given to ascertain wherein they are failing. 

·The problem of properly educating our youth is not a 

separate problem but is interwoven with our economic and 

cultural problems as individuals and as a nation. One is 

reminded of a story told of Joseph II. When Die Ent­

fuhrung aus dem Serail was first produced in the Vienna 

of those days, the Emperor said to the composer; "My 

dear ozart, your music would be very fine if there were 

not such a monstrous number of notes in ittt. Our educa­

tional, economic and cultural problems are only funda­

mental tones in tb3 entire problem of living; none may 

be considered separately. It takes the whole, properly 

harmonized, to create something mor e than a confused "noise" . 

Throughout the course of history there has not ex­

isted a problem so important as regards youth; never before 

have so many youth been on the highways and freight trains, 

making up that great caravan Maxine Davis calls the "Lost 

Generation." 

4 3elle , .1~ . W. Ger any Ten Ye ars rtft er . I ntroduct i on . 

3 



The economic and educational aspects are closely 

interwoven. Without education 1.. ese youth must necessarl.ly 

seek employment among the day laborers. Taussig, noted 

economist, says "Common labor, it is true can never be 

dispensed with; but in many dirActions the need for 1 t 

seems to be becoming less. Ir wages for this group are 

to rise it must be chiefly by a decrease of supply or 
labor re. ther than by an increase of demand; but that 

process of escape into other and better paid groups is 

the result of universal education and democratic freedom. 5 

It has long been thought that there is universal 

education and equal opportunities for the young people 

of the United States, but such is not the case. Of the 

200,000 youth in Oklahoma out of school and unemployed, 

many do not have the minimum amount of decent clothes 

which would permit their attendance at school; many are 

han:licapped by malnutrition , by environment , by lack of 

education of their parents which would enable them to 

see the desirability of further education . 6 Carver, noted 

economist, says • • ttthe curse af the poor is their poverty". 

One can readily see that it is difficult for the poor to 

achieve the advantages necess ry for success because of 

the limitation of opportunities. It is an accepted fact 

tha:t individuals tend to perpetuate themselves within their 

economic class. That is log ical. Speaking of education, 

5 Taussig. F .W. Principles of Economics. Chapter 48, 154. 
6 Administr tion 300. Class or 1-.Y County Supervisors . 

Oklahom & M. Summer 19!'1. ' Discussion. · 

4 



Taussig says, "The very fact tba t a laborer has not bad 1 t, 

is an almost insuperable barrier to his children securing 

it". 7 Ricardo says, "the scale one e formed is liable to 

little varia t · on~. 8 Such would be the conoensus of opinion 

of many county ru_pervisors of the Natiom1 Youth Administr -

tion after u year or two's experience in too field. 9 

According to them it is often impossible to get the parents 

permission to have sueh-.defects as extreme orosseyedness 

corrected in order that the youth may have better opportunity 

to compete in the labor market and serve more efficiently. 

Parents cf these youth often reply, "If the Lord had wanted 

them to be otherwise, He would have me.de them differently". 

The solution here would seem to be taking the child out of 

such environment unless we wish to follow in the footsteps 

of Lao Tze, the founder of the Taoist faith, and merely 

withdraw our selves from evils which we presun:nbly cannot 

correct. That is the attitude some schoolm.en hive taken 

to date, but it is not the better attitude and is most 

certainly not the one under which the National Youth Ad­

ministration of this State is operating . 

In addition to the problems outlined above, it is 

apparent that the present day educational systems have failed 

these youth who require a vocation, or trade, 11hereby they 

may make their living quickly. Many schools and colleges 

have failed th• present generation as they mve not 

7 Waussig. Op. Cit. l30 
8 Ricardo . ·1orks . 15 
9 Administration 300. Op. Cit. 
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ad,apted the 1r curri eula to the changing needs o,f our economic, 

industrial ana cultural needs of today. Many youth do not find 

it necessary, or practieal, to take the broo. der cultural 

training ot.rered by the high schools and colleges of toiay; 

but they do require specific training which v1ould permit them 

to support tl:emselves ani their families. I t is as necessary 

.tor our schools to change with the changi~ needs of our people 

as it is for our governments t o ne. ke like changes • Hen oe , 

1:f' 5,000,000 of our youth are out of school because the schools 

have tailed them; it 1 s the problem of the various governmental 

and other agencies . to analyze the cause of the failure and to 

correct it where possible. If 4,000,000 of our youth are 

1n school (between the ages of 16 and 24 years) and 5•000,000 

are out of' school, apparently we ·have failed the majority 

of our potential citizens. 

Consider the amount of money spent on education today; 

contrast the amount spent in Oklahona annually with that spent 

in other states. In proportion to our wealt~, the amount 

of money expended on education is embarrassing to one in­

terested in the welfare of our state. If we recall that 

tJ.8, 000,000 is expended annually by this state on the few 

youth who attend our high schools and colleges and not one 

d ime on those who find it impossible to attend those schools 1 

the situa. tion is even more grave. 

If we carefully peruse the report mde to Governor E. 

VI. Marland by the Conmittee on Education appointed by him 



to make a study of education in Oklahoma; we are astounded 

to note that Oklahoma stands 47 among the 48 states in 
10 

attendance and 37 in scholarship. And Oklahoma's wealth 

places her among the wealthiest states in the mtion ! If" 

we give additional consideration to our attendance record, 

'J 

we find it anotmr proof' that our educational system, while 

perhaps not wholly failing, is not covering the field com­

pletely. This is not to be cons trued as a criticism of eduoa­

tion for the wr:l. ter is hims elf a school-man, but we must 

get an unprejudiced, unbiased, frank view of the situation 

it we are to assist in correcting the same. 

It we consider the problem of taxes in connection 

with t he problem of educ a ti on,. possibly there would be 

crit io ism as t o the amount of money ?hie h would be re­

quired to adequately educate our youth. If, however, we 

take into oonsideration the vast amount spent annually be­

cause of juvenile delinquency, and the port1 on of this v,iiich 

might be saved by properly training and adjus t ing our youth 

to present day oor.d it ions, .-.e realize tba t the amount saved 

in this one field would more than make up tor the difference 

expended. 

The fact tblt youth lack not only opportunities for 

training themselves for a voe a ti on in lif e, but els~ :fail 

to achieve employment after having obtained the training 
\' 

contribu tes to t he problem of juvenile delinquE11cy,
1
' -yagrancy, 
. . 

and all those other problems comprising the "youth,'problem" . 

I 

10 Mar land. . w. '\ I Report ot Committee on Education , 1936-31 
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, 
Maxine Davis in "The Lost Generation" says, "We have 

tound a problem unique to our ti mes; young men a nd women 

with intelligence and personality; with ability and training; 

. ,. .• . • and no opportunity to exercise these qualities. 

e have found unprecendented unemployment among the young. 

We 1::ave found that unemployment has afflicted them even 

more virul ently than it bas their seniors. We know that 

such adverse economic conditions ba. ve been the cause of 

restlessness and revolt in European youth. Avidly 1 t has 

swallowed patent medicines for its heartaehe .11 

Thus t here appears the need not only for voc.ational 

training but also tor employment, or failing that for work 

experience, " job training" whioh will permit today's youth 

to gain some thing which will enable them to compete fair­

ly with next year's graduates. 

It takes ohly three or tour years to corrode the 

firmest character. It takes only that length o't time 

for a younger, trained generation to supersede a former 

one who has not received employment, and thus permanently 

place the older, inexperienoed men or won.an on the junk 

heap of life. "The failure of a single crop of ch ildren 

ruins a race. There is no come-back. A break of only 

20 years in the continuity of tradition, habits~ and 

a tam ards of living changes a society more than a thousand 

11 Op. Cit. 



years of slow growth. For each span or twenty years 

tixes tbe whole design of living •• diet •. clothes , 

games, loves, :ta tes, philosophies, end eult s. And only 

a few elements within the dynamic pattern need be added 

or removed to trans form t :te whole . 12 

Could we only recover the flux of events in re­

mote ages and observe them as we have been observing the 

devast ati ons in Russia, Italy, German.y and .rmny other 

lands since 1913, we would und era tand tb.a t most turning 

points in human history have coincided, ith profound 

changes in the prosperity, traini , , heal th or chemistry 

of most young people between f'i ve and twen ty-f'ive within 

tbe region •13 

The youth problem, or "youth ovement 0 in :Europe 

is quite dif fere~t trom that of tbe United States . The 

European manner of thoo.ght, tradition, customs, govern­

ment are sucb, that they disagree with every innate in­

stinct of the .An:erican man or woman . However, we should 

con.sider the method they bave used in attacking their 

problems. Poland, .Aust-ia, Russia. are training their boys 

in labor camps as a prelude. to conscription for military 
' ,· 

.J 12 · Davis. o;e Cit. 

1 : 13 School am. Society . November 14 2 1936 

i / ; 
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service. Their l abor camps, like the Nazi work camps, in­

sure that no boy escapes training for war . Yesterday one 

might have asked whether the democratic states v;ould be 

obliged to follow this lea d; today France supplies the 

answer . A bill is about to be i nt roduced i nto the French 

Chamber providing for compul sory ph~ ica l training for 

boys and girls from 6 to 21. The aim is t o adap t Frenc h 

youth to the "new trends" by beginning to prepare them for 
14 

army service i n the elementary schools. 

Over i ncreasing areas of the v.or ld the young are being 

regimented a s they have not been since the days of ancient. 

Sparta . All the autocracies begi n a s youth movements . This 

is not what we have i n mind when we sp eak of the "youth 

movement " in the United States. 

solution of our problem must take into eons id era tion 

the causes of t he fai lur e of the public sch ool system; 

t he attitude of the youth toward education, work, home and 

leisure . It mus t consider the environments of the you t h and 

wherein the homes fail. I n short a solution of the youth 

problem must furnish training , wor k; understanding of the 

problems of society, and develop t hen cessary attitudes and 

character to me et life's problems and solve them in a way 

which 1111 be acceptable to soc ie ty. 

14 School and ociety, November 14, 1936. 

10 
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Germany' s economic problem is mos t nearly oomparable 

to t hat of the United States in connecti on ~1th youth, 

training and employment an d they have attacked their problems 

in a manner similar to tm t ·.;e ba ve used. The United States 

set up the Civilian Conservation Camps which se rved boys only 

and dealt pri m rily with conservati on, t i-en added the Na tional 

Youth Administration which offered a broader opportunity for 

the solution of the en tire prob l e:m s peculia rly present in 

ea ch state . Germany first conc e ived the Arbeitsdienst as a 

,means of reducing the surplus in tbe labor market and the 

general improvement of morale~ It r apidly developed trom an 

emergency expedient into f permanent educational policy. 

The govern.ment r ealized the social and spiritual 
benefit which 11 young :i:oon nd ~nen would derive 
from such work . They would learn much from doing bard 
manual labor and fro m nl.ngling with young people 
from a ll classes of society. Because of its adop­
t ion as permanent, the development of the ,rbe1ts­
diens t has been slower than in tm United States . 
It has been necessary to erect substantial buildings 
or remodel old one s with the intention of using 
them over a long pe iod. There a re, ho .rever, 
a lrea dy several hundred c amps tbroughout the 
count r y . The organiz ati on of the personnel and 
of the seve al groups is a lso more thoroughgoing 
end is directed from a central organization in Ber lin. 

The Arbeitsdiens t , just as the CCC, seeks to im­
prove the con:li t1on of the land •. Th goal in 
Germany i s more immediate and is an outgrow t h of 
the struggle t o increase production. The ob jective 
is t o p r epare la nd so that it may be colonized by 
farmers •.• 

It a l so ms established c amps in the industrial 
regions around Es sen , Dusseldorf, Beslau , etc ., 
where gir ls can do soci 1 service v ork. 



Bees.us of its m;ply iraportant educe. tionii.l 
na t,ure the Arbeltsdienst is not strictly volu.n­
tt1ry. All unern:ployed young people come na t1u•ally 
to the lrbei tsdienst for work and sv.ppox•t. i~ll 
men under 25 ·who wish ·to practice a p:rofsssion 
mu i:;pend one Jroitr in the service, eis 1s1u.st ell 
college s tude11ts, boys n 1si:r ls, bef'oro e:nt 
upon f'J. u:niversi ty course. ]'irm.13 send all em-
ployees ur::.d.er 25 f'cr a ar's 1)articipatio:n •• 

IJ::1he United Statt3S and c+errciany are blazing c,n 
iJJ1portant pioneer tra:11 vd thiE~ policy of giv 
p2rtieulc.r eup:gort t,o ir ;tonne, people in 8. 
crucial time . .1.0 

'fhe Geriaon program. appears to be excallcn t :::us ::oe s 

e :ree.l solution e.ppe11rs 

the ional You th J\dministrt1tion, c 0ov erri .. ment a 

set up by President Roosevelt to solve the youth p1~oblem 

int United States in its entirety. 

purposes of the tio:ne.1 Youth Ad:ministre,tion, 

established by an Ex,scutivE=.i Orde,r of the Prer:iid.ont on 

y 

June 26, 1935, were stated in hi&.i comment OE t 

tion of th,::i order as follows: 

promulga-

n:i: am. detern1ined th2,t v1e shall do so:<n.eU1ing 
for the tion' s unemployed ~rontt, bocrmse 1Ne 
ca..11 ill afford to lo:'crn the skills :::c11d. snecgie s of 
those young men ~mc1 v:o.m.en. They !D.Ust ve their 
oht:.n1ce in school; tt.eir turn as r:,pprontices; r:a1d 
their opportunities for jabs • . 6. chs;:i'.ice to 
work a:nd earn for t elves • n 

15 Selle,_ A_. d. Germany ren Years .'i.fter. 



.ti..f·ter a brief revie\11 of the l'Tati ona.l Youtb Adminis­

t;eIJ. tion' s ootional progra111, we shall giv~ particular 

atte:ntion to :National Youth dministration of Oklaho:mei 

d.irect;i on of Houston L. V·Jrir;ht as tba t program 

the most comprehensive and te soluti ox1. 

offered ·"vhich will, in all probe.bility, servE:; :':\S the 



I CHAPTER II 

Th.e Mational Youth .Administration 

Tht} .r;;r;')Sid e:,,t ial letter of June 26, 1935, established 
-

)the National Youth Administration and provided definitely 

tor assistance to be given elementary, high school and 

oollege students between t be ages af lo and 2 5 years who 

had found themselves umble to continue their eduag_tion. 

The purpose of this phase of the program was to extend part 

time employment to stud. ents of public schools and colleges 

1 .in order that they might be employed and at the same time 
! 

·be furnished an opportunity to continue their preparation 

for lif'e work. 

This _part of the National Youth Adminis tr~tion program 

was set up under three general he ads namely School .Aid, 

College tid and Graduate Aid. 

Youth assisted by Student .Aid as these t:hree divisions 

are called were selected by the various superintendents or 

_presidents of tbe sehool0 or colleges. The youth must be 

fl"Om needy and v,orthy fam.ilie.s but need not necessarily 

• be certified e.s relief youtl"2 es were those used. on the 

ttout-of-echool'' project division of the National Youth 

l~dm.inistrati on program. 

The schools were charged w1 tt the responsI bility of' 

· $etting up soeially desirable work for v:hich tud ents en­

i gaged in School Aid acti vitie:z might earn a maximum of 
I 

1 {,;G .00 a month. In many instances the school authorities 

14 



found it advisable to divide the ~~5.00 allocation end em­

ploy two students e.t ~t)3.00 a month or even three students 

15 

at (t2. 00 a :m.ont h. 7.fhis er.a bled the Student Lid progrs.m to 

reach a grea-t:,er number of st u e11ts tha:n v:o uld bu ve otller­

wise have been possible. The work consisted of the catalog­

ing of libraries, decoration cf interiors, beeutifi.cation 

arii landscaping of school ~ountis, C: nd. similar forms of' 

work which not only enabled the students to earn tb,1a small 

wage but e.1,e.o provided invaluable vocational experience. 

College youth were ullov1ed to earn c nJCximum of ~ID.00 

per month; a vere.ges in .most cases were around )15 .oo, how­

c1ver, with tbs type of work college youth were perr!litted 

to do about the Strme as that on '\trhieh tdgh school youth 

were em.ployed. 

Graduate students were permitted to earn a r!l?.ximum 

of $50.00 a month, the average pe.~'1nent to all graduate 

students participating in the progrflm not to exceed ~~30 .oo 

a month. The 'INork performed by graduate students consisted 

largely of research investigation. 

The project or out-of-school youth progrr;m wc,s the 

seoond n:.:1tional di vision of the Mc,tion0l Youth Administra­

·tion program.. Only youth from relief families, certified 

to the VJork:s Progress Administration as relief cases, were 

eligible to work on this plID.ae of the program. 

\ 
\ 



Th.ese ycruth, tr1orefol:'e., m:mw fro:ra fn:milies whose case 

heeds were ·workiric on r·&rlief for salc:ries of ~~26.00, :»36.00 

or pos:."ibly t:s much rJ.s {)56.00 per r:ionth. Inasmuch EJS in.any 

families ht1d. fa relra.tivaly J.Brge mlrib,er of children the in-

00!:ile of' the b.t,ad of the family was not sufficient ·to cover 

~· minimum. budgGt for th2 fruuily, the youth were therefore 

1Ulowed to work to supplement 'tb.E: family income. 

Youth were classified c.s Unskilled, Int erzned:tate, 

Skilled and Professicm.al receiving respectively $10 .. 00 

$18.00 or ~;19.00 for 40 hours work e,month depend.-
1 

I 

:i..ng on their skill. 

At first only youth were eligible , but in the 

sprh1g oi' 193'7 youth :t'rom families receiving Blind AssistaJnc0, 

Old Age i'ssistance, or Depen;lant Childre:mts .id were t:\dded 

ns eligible :for emplOT!Ii.ent; in May of 1937 youth from 

Resettlement Grant families were added. On the ~·,;hole only 

youth from very indigent families were permitted to work, 

youth handicapped by poverty, environment, health, lack of 

proper food, t:,ncl proper housing, e·tc .. 

Tbe only defect, or crit iciBm of such a system is 

t.:tu::,t; it is not comprehensive enough. Youth fro:i:r1 fa1nilies 

110t certified to WPli yet, receiving general counts, relief 

.\luere not eligible to v10rk; i:n the opinion of many county 

¢ommissiooors youth from fi::nnilie s receiving such relief 

:,;b.ould also be a.tlded to the list of eligibles •16 

16 Flesner, G~orge. Cl.1a ir man 
. ' :Payne County Commissioners. 

16 



Certif icat;i ons of families eligible for relief were 

made in Novem.ber of 1935. No «llertifications of need have 

been :tr£tde since t:tat time, as ll. result of which many 

families needing relief t11en are no longer in a pc, lti on 

where govermaental 2ssis tanc e is req_uirecl yet doubtlf'Jfl~ 

some few vlill accept it. On the other hrnd, many othe·r 

fai,.,,.ilies who would. not accept relief until absolutely 

destitute end almost starving e.re nov.r in e position where 

they act;u.ally need assistai."lce and cannot get it as tr..ey 

were not certified in 1935. Renee, it v,ould seem preferable 

thee t a new c ertif ie a ti -on be ma de. 

It" this certification could be made by trB.ined people, 

wt tb s common stani a.rd of need., much in jus ti <H:. vo uld 

be elimim ted" or possibly injustice is stronger thon we 

wisht possibly ,raria tion would be- better. In the tor.me~ 

certification, hovrever, one county \70ul1i bave as :n:19ny as 

2600 families cert if led as in need , i,'lh ile in the a~j oi ning 

county only 600 would be so certified. J::ossibly by some 

ti;trange cho.noe th.is wes correct, but it seem.s improbable 

for typ2 of land t means of earnir..g nn income and all other 

factors were almost identi~ally the fiaroo, the only difference 

being the location of tbe f' amily ns regardec1 the artificial 

county bound ery and the case worker judging the case. 

This, es a result, made opportunities for youth from 

ff.m.ilies slightly different and tcgain set up favor"a ble 

Bild unfavorable oirctunste ncss over v1hich the ycu th md 

no cor-::Lrol. 



Possibly a better solution of certification of need 

would be to let this responsibility lie in the hands of' the 

organization interested· in serving the youth. This w:>uld lB 

practical if', £\nd when, this organization is set up es a 

p, rmenent institution Bnd given a oerte.in aloea ti on of 

money to spend ea.eh year as are our schools. 

Hmvevcr, let us get back to the Natioru::l Youth Adminis­

tration and its aoooIDJ;>lishments. In the vi.ords or President 

'Roosevelt this organization v;as set up to ugive youth a 

.obance to attend school; give them tb3ir chal'le.e es apprent.ices; 

and trei r opportunities for jobs • • e chane e to work. end 

earn tor them.selves. 

This vx:>uld nee.essite.te a very broad am varied type 

l8 

cf program, one that would fit the Irlf-Jny deil:lnds of individuals 

some .of whom woulc, wish conventional school or college train­

ing, others who ·would desire training in teehnica.l or vocatiorml 

or m chanic al lines; it vtnuld necessitate projects, or 

ind us tries which vJOuld permit you·th to work ss apprentices 

. and gain the additional training involved in aotwlly doing 

a task. 

The following pe.ges state clearly ·the number of youth 

in the State a.f Oklahooo to whom those opportunities were 

extended by the r..iational Youth J':dmi:nistration. It will permit 

one ta judge the youth assisted in the various types of 

'\'-Jor k: t:1. nd training. Okla:t:.1.oma 's figures wi 11 be rep re sent at.1 ve 

of other states, yet it should be remembered that Oklabom. 

r--«nked first in number of you th em.ployed in proportion to 

p.opule tion and soeond i:, 1total nU1111her of youth t:tur.k!ng. 
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TABLE I 18 

SUMMARY OF STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN STUDENT AID BY MONI'HS* 
WiffTES NEGROES TOTAL 

1 

SEPTEMBER Male 8?2 71 943 
Female 1043 87 1141 
Total Tm 158 2084 

OCTOBER Male 1628 8'7 1715 
Fem£1e 1859 102 1971 
Total 349'1 Irui "3"m 

NOVEMBER Mele 2414 144 2500 
Female 2665 174 2839 
Total 50'79 3ie 5397 

DECEMBER Male 2626 199 2825 
Female 2853 225 3078 
Totel 5479 424 5963 

JANUARY Male 2890 207 3097 
Female 3143 446 3389 
Total 6033 433 6366 

FEBRUARY Male 4153 267 4420 
Femle 4300 264 4566 
Total 8455 531 8986 

MPRCH M le 4799 402 5201 
Female 4933 407 5340 
Total 9732 809 1054!' 

APRIL M le 4981 496 5387 
Female 5113 375 5486 
Total 16094 779 10873 

MAY Mele 3'/27 281 4008 
Femle 3984 303 4387 
Total "1'1II 584 8295 

* 1935-36. 

The above ::bows the partic ip ti on of students in the 
high school f:tudent aid division. It should be noted that 
there was a gr adual increase until April; this was a result 
of eastern schools in l a rge cities not using t heir a lloca ­
tion of funds. Oklahoma asked for the surplus and re-
ceived it. Another reason fo r the increase was the additional 
a llocati on for Drouth Relief in Oklahoma which resulted in 
more funds being set aside for use here . 

18 Nati onal Youth Administrati on , Bulle tin . December 31, 
1§36. 



TABLE II19 

SUMMARY OF S TUDENT PARTICIPATION I N COLLEGE J ID 

SEPTEMBER 

OCTOBER 

NOVEMBER 

DECEMBER 

JANUARY 

FEBRUARY 

M.ARCH 

APRIL 

MAY 

*1935 ... 3& · 

Male 
Fem,. le 
Total 

Male 
Female 
Total 

M le 
Female 
Total 

Male 
Female 
Total 

M le 
Fema le 
Total 

Male 
Female 
Total 

Male 
Ferra le 
Total 

M.le 
F·eIDEJle 
Total 

Mele 
Female 
Tota l 

WHITEs NE GROJ!S 
W 171? 51 

1266 93 
2983 144 

1692 
1263 
2955 

1655 
1305 
2960 

1708 
1341 
3049 

1647 
1338 
2985 

1722 
1319 
3041 

181? 
1441 
3258 

1916 
1466 
3382 

1895 
1412 
3307 

54 
98 

152 
53 

114 
l67 

53 
115 
!65 

50 
115 
165 

48 
111 
159 

63 
111 
174 

54 
96 

150 

110 
109 
219 

BY MONrHS* 
TOTAL 

1768 
1359 
312? 

1746 
1361 
3lC5' 

1?08. 
1419 
312' 

1761 
1456 
3217 

1697 
1453 
3150 

1770 
1430 
3200 

1880 
1552 
3432 

1970 
1562 
3532 

2005 
1521 
3526 

Due to the fact tbat the College Aid program of the 
Na ti om l Youth Adm1nis tra ti on was a continua ti on of a 
similflr pr~ram under t l e Federal mergency Relier dminis­
tration the previous year, there was a lmost a con:plete 
participation on th p a r t of the coll2§es from the beginning 
or the Nat ional Youth Administration . 

19 Op. Cit. 

20 Ibid -
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TABLE III21 

SUMM '-RY OF STUDENT PARTICIPATION I N SCHOOL J1ID BY MONTHS* 
WHITES NEGROES TOTAL 

JULY Male 106 4 110 
Femle 117 3 120 
Total ~ 7 230 

AUGUST Male 281 16 29 7 
Femle 291 25 316 
Total 5'12 . il' 613 

SEPTEMBER Mele 4881 282 5163 
.Fe.male 4824 301. 5126 

9705 583 10288 

OCTOBER Male 6163 422 6585 
Female 6251 449 6700 
Total 124!4 8'l'I l~ 

NOVEMBER Male 6635 446 7081 
Female 6760 456 7216 
Total 13395 802 1429? 

DECEMBER Mele 6932 498 7430 
Femle 7123 513 7636 
Total 15066 1011 15066 

* 1936-37 

At t h e close of the s chool year of 1935-36, t he 

National office authorized t he Yout h irdministration for .., 

Oklahoma to provide student aid for those secondary schools 

which m d summer terms. Table III shows participation f'o r 

the months of July to December 1936, inel usive. Through­

out t h e ye e r of 1936, tbe high point of participation s 

in December when 15 1 066 youth received a ssistance. 

21 Op. Cit. 
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T BLE rv22 

SUM?Jt.RY OF COUEGE STUDENT Pf. RTICIPATION BY MONTHS* 

WHITES NEGROES TOT.AL 
SEPI'EMBER Male 2512 123 2635 

Fama.le 1981 189 2170 
Total 4493 312 4805 

OC"'OBER Male 2660 235 2795 
Female 2070 181 2251 
Total l'rno 316 5046 

NOVEMBER Mele 2673 137 2810 
Fem:lle 2157 185 23~ 
Total 4829 322 5142 

DECJ!.. BER Male 2606 126 2732 
Fe.male 2089 185 2274 
Total 4695 m 500~ 

*193 -37 

Like the student partieipati on in the high school 

a id, the highest point i n pirticipation came towa.ru the 

latte.r part of the year in November in this case. This 

would indicate thot the students a s vml l as the school 

men were becoming more familiar with the type of service 

offered. 

It might also indicate, ond does doubtless to scme 

extent, th t more money was ITB de available tor use by 

the Okl hom National Youth j dministr tion as mentioned 

in a precedin dis cussion, both a s e result of other 

states not using the money pleeed ,; thei:i: disposal end 

as a result of tm Drouth Relief alloc tion for Oklahoma. 

22 Op. Cit. 



Aid similc.r to that for college students was also made 

avail,::1ble to stutients pursuing at least tr1ree fourths of a 

full program of gra.dua te study. 

Gradue.te students earned c !.i.iaximum of ()40.00 2 ra.onth, 

the f,vere.ge pe ymsn t. to ell gruc:tu.a te students pe.rticipa"ting; 

in this pro3ram :not to exceed )30 .oo a month. '11b.ree colleges 

of the state received gra.d:ucta .s.id allocations and in these 

three institutions a total of 52 students were an.ployed 1Nitl1 

en expenditure for tho year 1935-36 or (~6, 122. 75. Oklahmni­

hs.d no negro graduate schools. ?rovisi one. ·were made, 

howevor, for nogro graduate stu(~on:t.s to r ttend iristitutio:ns 

in other states and receive tl:J same benefits from graduate 

aic:1 as ·were offered other gradus.te students. 

The work pe·,_:f'ormed b;v grauua te students consisted 

largely of resecrch investigation. One Master's Degree 

tllesis on the work of t.he Nation.cl Youth Administration 

was written the first yes.r of its existence end cC;t present 

it is one of the more popular problems considered by students 

in the cic:hool of Education et the Oklaho:ma J\grie ultural rnd 

Mechanical College. Me.terial for at. least one other thesis 

is na,n being -collected on thie subject. 

The follo.ni.ng ta.bl& gives the extent of the use of 

gradw-: te aid funds for the year l9354G.! 

23 



T BLE V 

TOTAL YEARLY EXPENDI':'U E FOR G~DUJ,TE , COLI.EGE AND STUDENT 
AID IN 1935-36 

GRJ, DUATE 

COLLEGE 

SCHOOL AID 

TABLE VI 

$ 6,122.75 

364,838 .62 

326,568.65 
$69?,630.02 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE FOR FIRST F LF YE.AR Fo24GRADUATE , 
COLLEG~ AND STUDENT AI D 1936-37 

GRADUJ TK 

COLLEGE 

STUDENT PID 

$ 5,212 . 40 

240,586.43 

223,966.62 
$469,665 . 45 

Contrast ing the figures shown i n Table VI wit.lb. those shown 

in Table V, a l a rge gain may be noted , considering the 

length of time involved in both cases. This ma:).~ result from 

many reasons one of whi ch is doubt l ess due to one lesson 

taught during the depression namely, t mt the best jobs 

and the mos t security g o os t o the person who is best pre ­

;pared in his or her field. .ence, there seems en even 

great er inter est i n graduate study es t r~ depression dis­

appears. 

23 National Youth Pdmini strati on Bulletin . 
24 Ib!d -
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According to the preceding figures we see the t an. 

e, vera.ge of a rou.nd 7000 high school you th , 3000 college 

youth and 52 gradue te students were cssisted. during the 

ye.er •of' 1935-36 at a total cost of $697,630.02. This 

v.ould be an cve:rage of approximately $70.00 per youth 

per year, which is not an excesi:Ji ve amount for either high 

sehool or. college youth to spend on edu.os.tion in a year. 

It should be remembered, too, th.a t th is was not 2. dire ct 

gift bu1~ tlle t each youtll rendered services in return for 

t.he money received. The vnlue of the services depeno.ed on 

the supervision given. 

One way in which we school L'1Bn can cooperate vd th 

the Watione.l Youth Ldministration in its .. effort to be or 
service to youth is to given intelligent consi clere.tion to 

their purposes. It we select the ·work these youth are to 

do carefully t if we see t m.t the 1Nork hs.s trairi..ing value 

and that suffioie11t supervision or instruction is given the 

youth to pennit his doing the ·task intelligently end then 

1 if we dem&nd that value received be gi van in boih quality 

arii quantity of v.ork, we will be cloing both the youth and 

the tax payer a serviee t::.s well e.s assisting the National 

Youth l:dministre.ti on in their hugh unclertaki:ng. This will 

necessarily involve both time and trouble on our part but 

1 we are in the field of educe,tion primarily because of our 

interest in education and in youth and not because of the 

profit involved; he nee this is only another means of rend er-

1:n,g tti.e service vm wish to. 



The project division of the 1atiom 1 Youth dministra­

tion, the out-of-school division serving relief youth, in 

Oklahoma during the year of 1935-36 spent a total of 

$434 ,185.71; the greatest number of youth an.ployed during 

any one month was ll ,450. These youth came from the 

450,000 youth in the State of Oklw.oma between the ges of 

16 and 25 certified from the relief rolls. There re 97,000 

of these famil1 es on the rolls of the forks Progress :..dminis­

tra ti on. 

This phase of the work is sponsored by local subdivisions 

of government. Advisory bcerds were established in counties 

rnd in communities of 2,000 or more . These boards assist in 

planning the projects and in sectlt'ing the sponsors contribu-

ti ons. These are 212 loc al e.dvi . ory boards rith a membership 
25 

of 1,222. 

The ~tuient l id division is not so origirel a servic1.. 

neither is it so interesting to most people a.s is the project 

or out-of-school program. The service to the you th is &lso 

one which ca.,ches a t one's imagination. Th0 se are the youth 

·ho will never have· a chunc e unless someone reaches to t em 

o helping hand not only in the more practical y of training 

f.nd employment but in stimulcting their embition ,hich ho.s 

been almost ground out by constant discouragements, Bnd in 

the way of inspiration f,nd encouragement. It vas interesting 

to note in a ques tionnaire given the county rupervisors 

25 National Youth ..,~inistretion Bulletin . Decer:.be r 31, 1936 . 
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of the project division of the National Youth Administration 

who were in school at Oklahoma J & M College this summer , 

.for the purpose of ascertaining their opinion as to their 

duties all listed either individua l consult ations~ ith youth 

for assisting in their problems, or to instill cmbition in 

the you th or for the purp oe e of furnishing encouragement , 

f~ympathy or in""pirati on to the youth . 

, e ba.ve thought of the servic e rendered by the !Ia tiona l 

Yout h dm.inistration in such ter:ms as "youth served" and 

"money expended t,; let us nevv give £. more persona l cons id eretion 

to some of the experiments they bave a tte:npted, tle more 

human angle of the program. 

First co nsideration should doubtless be given to the 

' 1 Five Point Program" which this o ganLation ha s m de 

popular in this state. Around these five points has been 

built the general program_. This epitomizes the newer trend 

in educati on covering a s it does the trend to\,,a rd Vocational 

Training, preventative medicine or the health engle, trnining 

for more complete livi ng by means of training in home a rts 

and c rafts. It is a progr am built for the same purpose for 

which our schools were set up, that of training for comp lete 

living. It bas e.p proo.cbed the problem fro m r newer and more 

practical angle and if there is suc h a thing possible the 

advantages are possibly with the youth from the relief fe.milie s 

h o participate i n this program rather than with the yout h who 

come r rom wealt hie r ho:rm s. .An an l ys is ot the purp o se s, me ns or 
approach a rid thods used in ca.rryi. g out t h is program will 



p,:rmi t us to analyze more justly the v10rk which is being 

done, as vrnll as thet which is beins at.tempted by the 

Wati. onal Youth L<lministrati on. If found worthy it is 

possible th.::t. iile me:y find weys e..ncl means for e.ssistinc in 

th ls ·work as ,,rnll as for eoordi:nati ng i.t more closely with 

the regulr::r school work :for tho to.x-payers of Oklaboma are 

paying to ec.ucate all the youth of Oklebome not Ill9rely a 

select group. 

28 



NATIONAL YOUTH. ADMU.TISTRA1'.I ON IlJ 
OKLtHOn:U', 

.Mr. Rous ton A. Virig ht, State Director of the National 

Youth L,dministration in Okli?horm, bt1S visut)lized that or­

ganization as something more thrm an nemergency reliefa 

measure and bas set the folloriin goal for his workers 

»When every worker hes cultivated. proper 
health habits t:nd had his physict1l defects 
corrected; b.e.s ler1rned to perform some useful 
task well enough to earn a living doing it; knovrs 
hovv properly to maintain a home ctnd understands 
the humar;. relation'3hips involvod; has learned 
hovJ to :make profitable and pleasurable use of 
his leisure time; e.na. b:1 s been grounded in the 
fundamentals of citiz.enship; then, 2nd only 
than, ivill O.k:la.ho:ma NY. :feel tl".18.. t it l1as met 
fully 1ts responsibility -of adaptirig the unem­
plo;y1") a. out -of'-school you.th to the soc io-econamic 
scheme2in 0 be·tter vn1y the:n the youth mig:tt he ve 
do:ne • n 

This briefs the prqgrfilll, vl1:i.ch is built arouri.d the 
... " 

f .J.•Ve p0,;Ilt Cl Qt" T-Yr.,,:,·j ·1-J1 T.:l'o-ma-n,~·...-1.•!lD" l,.,~tJ.• >'".·"',·,flP,c,IJ'.,1.•-r,:', 1,l"Q~:.,_-,;·_i QT\l''il · .' ..i. -~ ,a ,- ;.J,c, u..., II , J.I. ""'-' ,.;JC:•.c». 0 , .1. ? , _ _ ':! -- v --= 

'ct,tehes the vfaio11 of what the NYI is really trying to do 

is th c:, ":,1ork tnv ol ve c1, the · 40 hours far: r"1'1 ic t ho 

re e;e iv es r emune ra ti on. Spec kir.g a:e the s e , Itr • 1.Vr ig ht says: 

ti~,:c.ny leaders in. education, economics, ,:arid 
_industry believe that our youth must be provided 
·with e. more integre.ted education - e.i., prt-ct.ical 
work in tl1e field., laborstory r,nd ind us trial work­
shop combined with stu(tio s aacJ. exp 1·iments in 

26 m1 ti cml Youth Administration Bulle tin. Dece:mb er 51, 
1936 
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science, engineering and the cultural arts. 
They believe tha t this alone can give our 
society the type of men ond women it must 
heve t o conserve our Nati one l Res ources and 
to deve lop new economic frontiers." 

"NYJA work pr ejects • • to be of maxi mum 
benefit to the young people employed, must 
give them :ork experience that vri.11 be useful 
in their !:du lt lir e and prep""' re t rem for full time 
emp loyment in e relatively short period . If the 
N tional Youth Administration is to continue, the 
projects co mpleted must be of such a crarac er that 
the citizens of tbe locality e re cons cious of the 
project benefits not on l y of trai n i ng to tbe youth 
employed but of the benefit to the community welfare 
or p rogress. This requires that the wor k u.n:B:r­
ta.ken be sub s t nti a l nd economic ally sound. 11 27 

Thus, the work prog m of NYA in Oklahoma bas tended 

more and mo e to become one of maj or construc t ion for the 

boys and away f'rom "wee di ng in parks n projects a.nd othe'!" 

of like emergency " IIlZ.de work" nature . Every project on 

which youth a re e mployed is carefull y weighed and if it 

does not supp l y sufficient work traini ng another of 

gr eater value is substituted . The preference now is given 

to maj or or minor construction o r agricul il.lr al v~rk for 

boys.28 

"In initia ti ng a construc t ion program the 
most important factor to be consio.ered is the 
amount of wort: trEi.ini ng that will r eSult from 
i ts comp l et io n . In t,he c s e of build i ngs for 
NYA purpos -~s, this obje oti ve comes near e r to being 
ref Chea than in Fny other project, for the r ea son 
t he t thro ughout the construction of t he buildings , 
youth a r e learning the practical fundamentals of 

27 Op . Cit. 

28 Kelly, James J . Intervie:v. State Eng i neer for NY~ . 

\ 
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,,i;build ing trt'itdes in a mcfilner superior to m::.:,.ny 
types of stpprentice training end i.lmr.edia tely 
upon the cor11ple tion of the bu ildi :ng th is training 
m';!y be carried on in wood.sl1ops, home-n1,)kir;.g 
centers, metal-shops and classrooms. 

Tl1e project when cor.:iplete provides a:n adequete 
phy:~:ical pla for opera ti on of the entire n]'i ve 
Point Program" • In some ce. ses one building r:11;, y 
house all the £Ctivities, or separat.e shops, 
ho11.B-:tJJ1:tking end recreation buildin:1:; s 'ffJ!J.y bG built a 

In co:nsidering a _progreru of t.llis type it is 
necesDa.ry to take into cousideratiou the needs of 
the conmmnit y for e, pc rt;,iculr<r type of traini:ng. 

For ins tanc o near m1. ind.us trial center, 8. th op 
htlildil1<'s equipped to develop trc:dned you.th eloug t,lle 
lines required by i:nclus try in t l:la t section 1:,1ould 
prove .more f,uceessful for a start in tho program. 
than any ot r typ(; of building if it 1t1ere im.possiblo 
to co:ns true t, suffici bu.ildi s to house all the 
uni.·ts l?t t ssx1.e tj .. nte • 

In many cases very eff'icien t vmrk tra:i. ni pro 
jects may opera d tbn t are not ttie fir st need of 
the HY .. but very desirable and importimt ones to the 
com.rn.unity in ich they ere located, :for instance c:. 
camp recreation building similar to those under cox1-
struction in Sapulpa c HerU'yette 01" e libr2r3, build-
ing in o o:m.muni ties v/he re re is 11011e avn ile ble • 
Sponsors of those projects in practic,lly s.ll cases 
a:ee rJillin,g; to furnish the ma toriD.l and su. oervisi 611 
tLa t gives~- trai :ni i:n bui ldi:r;g trndes to the youth 

2:lso fG.rni es a place for the 012era.ti on of' re-· 
ere ion End citiz e:r1c·,hip progrrms .n2~ · 

Work other t:t. constr ction is done by NYL yout11, 

such as cons tru.c tion of' street mv rkers, clanger a:nrl curve 

signs, historical monument P-., ""k sir:;;,n•:i r'\ i"'""" r-,·1-,ion ,..l.•.C?"~I·"' Q.,,t. ~ ~.t.,J,,Q J '"-, LV ~ ~ ...,,....., ~ bl.. ii.,,,, 

sanita tio:n struc tu.res, driveways, cu:tbings, sidmvnlks, ete. 

29 National Youth Administration Bulletin. Decernbc,r 31, 
19:3 6. -

31 



enor:mous, furnish i t 

pericrnce in brick 18yi11g, con.cretf:, finisl:dng, pltw1bi 

Il:.1.8.ny ot r trndos in whi.ch they could easily ear~ 

, 

living. It bas t 

the youth personr::lly rs m.ost of 

t;o 

,dsh to build the 

building in order to get the shops so they m.Ey get further 

training they des:1.re in r.rood ·:,vork, ~uto-mDcr£:rties, or 

other trades. There is no problem of discipline or loe,f ... 

ine; as is found in some emergency adult work.30 

Girls are em.ployed in public service vmrk, chiefly 

filing, stenography, typing for t;overnm.ental or city or 

county offices, librarJ vrork, etc. Priracry considex:atio:n, 

ho•e1vov:::r, is given to p1~ojects including some elerri1ent ot 

honm-nE.king either sewing in :NYI Sewin;:~ Rooms, ~;,there c ctu· 1 

co:nstruction of garments is taught and. practiced, or v1orl-: 

in. nurseries wh.ere girls learn cnre of children, super­

vision of their play, cr;;lre o:r a l1ouse, laundry work, cam1i:ng, 

cooking and serving of vrell balanced s,:nd attractive and in­

expensive mes.ls, proper budgeting of food, t;im.e f)nd money .. 31 

T:tie work p he se of the program t.f.ken care ar , ·we ~ ;rr 

then. turn to the Five Point Tl"fcining Progran1. 

30 Administration 300. Cle ss of FITA Supervisors, A & 
College, sun1-mer of' 193?. Discussion of supervisors ... 



Wright, tot 1th part of the program. He states 

tli.f. t, t'.he yo1.xth themselves would f!). ve this more c onsidera-

tion if they could only realize the importance of it and 

the value to t '%2 i:n ten years t irn.e • v It is th c a i:m of 

Ol"I the 

progrrm1 properly examined by practic i:ng physician, and 

as -.ve ll es ot,her r ial measures taken care of and 

physic defects corrected. It is tlH:i :purpose of the NYf 

program by e nco ing youth. 

to r.:£ ve necessary dental vmrk do:ne, tonsilr, removed, 

c. nd ot he r nlfu corrections as soo.n rs their finances 

·will :rm.it, or grac~ually little by little ovo:.c c long 

period of' time if necessary. Mc:ny youth re£1pond to these 

ons recdily with the recult, t11f:l t 1.uuch has been 

accom.plis d Blong this line. 

In Peyne County, every youth ror iNhom tL"'n.e trsJrcs. re­

ported in .''pril of 1937 had received. a. medicel exaru.ination 

and nll e:rnBrgcncy measures had been tal,cen.33 This is 

doubtless true of n.11::my other covnti es t"1n."O l1out the 

state. 

----~~--~~--~~~-------~~----~----~~~~--..~--~~~~-0 0 , 

, <: - , C o 

S l: w• C c.t ' C • . ' 1" 1 a __ ~e e c 1. v,o:men. . _f!r i "' i c, v :'J , 
bt1 !lv:}{2 ter' 01d2-rt:o~!.··· ; p'.t- 1,.L-,~ ~ 1937. 

c; Q, C, ' 

1;:ir i !)' 'r,t_ Fo·u· C, _·hts '<"> r 
l'~ --e, .W.U 2 ..,J, _ · ,.,_., VVJ.J. .... ~'.- • 

r.rf•p't'\"" qi· ,C'm· ,; 1::ro,·1"',; ;'I,,,\. -- j;"i::.A.· ...., t:,) 1,.,-- .!I.. \. k) '-~' ' 

33 
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the ti onal Youth Ac1m.iniatration of Okla.home is as follows: 

H-E ... J\-L-T-H34 

l. First, Aid 

Goal - 75;b of pro jo ct workers holdi Red Cross 
ltirst Aid certificates.. P cou.rse t;aught by per­
sons certlf ied to be lied Cross teachers. 

Goal - e physical c1umi111:l tion for eVfft''fl project 
worker. 

3. Follov; un work under way on every possible case. 

4. Required tr-.::J1:1tr-1ent for everv venereal case. 

5. Health classes: 

Care o:t:' bod :i 
Fund sJ:ne:n t el s of rig ht l iv ing 
:illf'f'ects of physical defects 
Et:t'octs ae e:xceErn us2.ge of 6i. lcohol, tobacco, tea, 
eoffee c,rd patent roocUcines 
Hcdnutrition 
Impo:rtr.mce of DU:n light exercise 
Cleanliness E:ncI clothi11g :ro:r· r1e:slth 
Causes and treatment of colds 
Conwmnic able dis eases 

suggested teacher~: 

Supervisors 
Locs.l doctor,:. nurses 
County Public Heal th Units 

State :NYt of fie e 
Outline o.n beginner.s courses in Eight units 
Outline on ad.vences oours,2;s in E}ight units 
Govormoont; literature 
Insurance compBnies 
Li l):ra.,rie·_o· 

34 Mntionel Youth Adrrsd.n.istration Bulletin. December 51, 
1930. 



___ .. ,----- ---- - - ~ 

i --··~··--·· 97 "' ,· I --r-··-r ··-··-· - ----- :.~ "' . • ~-·-·· •• ! - -- ---- '/, ~ 
1

. oB~lfalo I I I -,-··--··--··-· ."-- ---- -,-- -
w ""'" ., .. ,~ · i ' ··-··--r-·· --ti·· 
" i i wooos I -·- I i ,~-, 1. I I ; _ i--t- ··~ 

r·-·- ·- · - · J I ALFALFA oJefferson I KAY • I z I '-"' I • 'o M,., ... I ··1· Os..,,;-· ; . ~'~"''" o 1· NOWATA ,· CRAI'" lw --,d I . ' I • :, l v . yar, '!!'; o 

• · ~- 1· - -·-·-·-·-·- · · aPawhuska I ~ · ,· I OTTA~A : ; 

I
. I ow~ •• - i ·-·-· I I - • O'-'GC i a! ........ ~· .. -I II 

ELLIS I WOODWARD · - -~ GARFIELD j Rals~on . ~ r-· ;· ._I. . "°"! · • : 1· I ,.,o, I o~• . ,oau: • I I rL- _j . ' 

I 
· o"''" I I f·-·-', I ~"-

0 

\ I 
oAmea L ._ -,- ·- · - · - i.._ l o Waukom,s I .Perry ·: PAWNEE Cl. ,· I ROGERS ,· Spav,na<" • . DELAWARE • 

· I ·-·- · I L eveland I I • 361---h. , ·- ·-·- - ·- I :-· · . • Claremoreo • • \ · 
· · ~-o I ------·- · I 1 I , cO ""' . ~ I OCanton . OHennessi. t - · ~lillw·'- · - · - · - __ _ __i.. I l..._. '] ! MAYES I : 

WEY I I p ' __.Tulsa ·- _ ) I · ' I ~
0 

-- . ''" L '""' I ..., r· ·- -~ -- ---1 

' . -+-- ·- i '":"' : "'~'"~I "''" ~-·- -- ·- · . . ·--:~ ·'··~L s,-'·--:· -~ i '"''" 

I 
ROGER MILLS I I . Walon~a 9Konghshe,l.r/ oGuthne . I -, CRELK Tf WA~ER . --. Ham . cus I .L I I I IL r · <;__ Taht•quah I 

" 

34 

• Cho•,.noe. mon9 TER r - ·- - · . . I 9Brostow r·- · 1 - ·- · .:'.:) r AD • • . j • ,· ,.. _J t- ·- ·-·-·-J LINCO . . I I Okay . _C HEROKEE . AIR • 

L \ Aropaho ueary '-I LN I I I ~ I I \ 
r ·- ·- 1· o . ·- . "'""" I . oo.,,,.,. ' ~ """-'o e,o- • 

• ·- _ j 1-·- -· "".""~o ! - . ·-=r . O - I ~I r·- - ---~ OKMULGEE I I t I . . -,. '"' •i ·- ·- ·1 I ~,, ---I u"')o"' j L I o-•·· '""occ, f-· - j_• _ - . I _,<, · j j_ - 1--v-•-~'" . ~- · I o"'""" • _L _ \,, : \ 
. ,'"'"" I w""'" . · - ~ 0 ~- o,, · . · -~ ·::;- 1 , I I • ;.!t;),, ,.,~ seo,,m, 

I
. 

0 
' "' j -·co,oo I I . - ·- ·- ·- ·i • \ -i --:---

0

~'-" r r I L ~ '-- . i 1· I I CLEVELAND . ~~ ... nee • ~ L. Mc ir4bsH 1· 

• . ·-·- ~ CADDO 1 . oN 1 ~ , • r·-· 
-.. . .J • · ·-· Carnegie 1. I orman '> · . · _ o · . I . · ~ I"""°" . 

L.___ GREER - Horart I Ch, I I I= ,· • ' I . 
; I • · 0 • 1 . HASKELL 

~

•• "OWA ! I • . . - ··· -i I llARMO - · r ·- ·..L -- . ~ -Apa~".:._- ~· ·-.l ·-HieEs ... ,·_ __j- · 
·• I ~~~ r . = ·. - · I 

I
. o Wichita Nat'I Forest j ·j I ,..Mc •leste~ hu"r,,Jt ,,.... . 

-. I 0"'•• . COM'""' _[ i • . ""''"" I ~ C ""°" '· ,,mo, ·--~ ~- .,,. ~-~ --J . LATIMSR r· 
\

·-' ~ . .Lawton I .., ·- ' . PONTOtoc L. I • ,· ~ 
t L._. . I ]t.. . . . 1 

·· .... r-...J '"",;i.,.• ~--.,r~ "''"'" ~-- · ~ ·, . I ! L_ r--·----~ -, 
•• rederock ~-- I • I , ·-· f"' ...L . ~ . I ·- ·- ·-' oTuskahoma I • 

TILLMAN ~ Wal!erso · ~ j j MO "' j ·-- · /.J _( I • j 
' ' CARTER I JOHNSTON . ... I I HMATAHA : 

'-··~·· · . l I . I , · · 

Poteau o 

" 

··1'·· ! COTION ,'- ·- · ·-ct· -·-·- .J . L., A;oka:.;,,.AT6KA I PUS' ,n·..L~ihv,11~-;;-·- ·i 

· J ·-·1 ...... . " ··--- 1 I I 
Location of H l h . . · I JEFFERSON~· more. r· ·- ·- · .. L---~ OAntlers r·j IM Nurnb ea t Clinics ·=- - -- 1::-·- ·- - · · ., • · __ .L._____ . """"" 

er of clinics - . .. .-"'"·"'-'' • - ·1 Number exam. 86 . / ") LOVE ,(' · -'"""· - ·1- cHocTAw . F--·· -·· - ·· - _ 261t7 :~··..f'; . •'-"' 5-I BRYAN • -;,:-+.-. ___ _il_ll.,. , . . med _ '-..., .. . ? - ·' -~ - - • - -

loKenton j •·-;·-··-··-··'rt··-··-··-··~(I ·· {_,.~ .:r·· 
i -

0 
. I . ·-~-

-..iabel : I 
I ··~·· : 

'-··-t .. "' .. '1_ 

100 

CIMARRON 
oBoise City 

·--··--··--·· . . 

. l ( I 
! TEXAS I j o Beaver j I ! ' i '""'' i OKLAHOMA 

I • • oGoodwell tL· j · 
,.,1-··--·· . I -- -_.._=-. ·1 _._. ---- •• --•• --•• -,i., 

SCALE .OF MILES 
0 5 IC 20 30 40 

99 98 91 .. .. 



The second phase of the Five Point Training Program is 

th t of "home-maki!Jb 0 • It is Mr. Wright's ambition thet 

every girl lYorking on IT.P in this state shall receive 

training in home-mcicing as the rna jori ty of them e re 

potentia l home-mkers and mothers. He suggests the 

follo.ving program: 

H-0-M-E M- b-K-I-N-G35 

Suggested activities: 

1. Closs Pos sib iliti es 

a . Foods: 
Meal planning 
Bud get buying 
Preparati on of foods 
Serving 
Use of left-overs 

b. Rous ehold Art 
Rouse cleaning 
Ca re of rugs, drapes and upholstery 
Care of glass and "'ilver 
Laundry 

c. Child care and care of the sick 
Meal planning for children 
Supervision of play 
Home -nursing 

d. Sewing and Handwork 
Fund.amen tals of sewinf=. 
Pa ttern slterat ion 
Applique, embroidery, Sewdis h darning, etc. 
Rug nBking 

e. Ma.id 'a training eourse (:xmteri.al a vailable 
in State office) 

This suggested outline bas undergone a rather thorough 

revision and a new a:rrl more comprehensive outline is now 

in the process of being printed wh ioh covers every phase of 

home -xmki,ng . 

35 Op. Cit. 
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This pa.st summer twenty-six county supe:rvi~;ors of 

the National Youth i~om:i.nist ration of Oklnhoma attenfl ed. 

sumrn.er school at Oklc:ho!l'.l& A & College for the purpose 

of gaining 1:1ew ideas, and additional trainh~ vvhich might 

be prectical t'or tt.eir work.. That the ~supervisors were 

interested, and considered tlle work im.porta.nt may be 

gathered f:eom the fa.ct. that, these supervisors attE.,ncled, 

hot at full pay or half pay but at their own expense 

37 

with only a weeks notice that such e course ,Nould be offered. 

Much of the time, in the course, was spent on the Tiome­

ma.king p~se of the program gatheri 

them applicable to the r.iee.dt,. of the p:;;rticular 3;ruth with 

who1u NYJJ eo:m.0s in contact. The Hom.c Eco!l.omies Department 

of the College of'fered e;rery assiBtance and facility for 

thi~3 r;ork in 1;:.cklitio:n to a keen interest, cLuiel:: s:rn1pathy f.nd 

excellent spirit of cooperation. 35It vu1.s the concemsus of 

opinion of the supervisors t t much of the conve:nti onal. 

ho1ue economics, ts.u.glrt in higl:1 schools and collsges, 1·muld 

not be practical for NY!\ for the reason the. t the income of 

most of these youth is now, nd probably v'lill always be, 

much lov,;er thsn tbat ordinarily assum.ed by most schools to 

be tt.ie t, v'hioll vdll support a am:inimum st: 1:1darc1 of lhri ng 11 • 

The problem ',1:Lioh cor.:frmxts NY/ on every Elide it1 llow to do 

. isomothir.g creJ.itable ·with nothing to do ·,;Ji t 11, no money to 

s_pe:rul for m, terials. I:n tbat the county cupe:rvisors and 

35 Administration 300. Okh,hrnta J, & M Golleg~·· Discussion. 



the NY '. youth have come to a somewhat simila r view as to 

the value of a dollar and the importance of making the 

most of it. This is especially noticeable in the field 

of home-making for the standa rd of living for these youth 

must be r a ised yet it will be h erdly possible to raise 

the amount of money they will have to spend for several 

years. 

The problem tba t the NYA is ttempting to solve, is 

tha t of tea ching these youth new standards, substantial 

yet economic ma nners of living which will be grecious and 

attractive. Inexpensive decorations, ttra ctive renova­

tion of furniture and clothing e t little or no cost a re 

the first things to consider a fter the b asic problems of 

food, housing, cleanliness and health have bean t aken care 

of. Some of these youth have lived the g reater portion 

of their lives in e tent on tbe creek bank, others have 

known v.hat proper living conditions a re but have only re­

cently been t aught tbe meaning of poverty; t he re ~re all 

cl sses and g r adations of poverty, and 11 -cypes of people 

38 

within the group with \ il.icb. the Nationa l Youth i' dministre.­

tion dea ls. 

s a ll through the ages, there e re a few people frankly 

not worth an investment of money or time on the p art of 

society, but on the otr..er rend there ;o; re meny youth who 

with very little a ssista nce a nd encouragement could, and 

will, be among tlle le di ng and outstanding people of 



the next few years. Those are the · youth which· deserve - -· · · 

our··most serious cons1derat1on as chool men and educators ; 

they ar e the one of hom the President was thinking 

when he sa.1d 11 we can 111 afford to }('l f:6. their skills 

and energies 1•. They are the youth the National Youth 

Ad.ministration is attempting to serve. Give a youth of 

this type but a suggestion as to bo his home e ight be 

improved 1th a bit of pa1ntJ a. home- ma.de piece of furni­

ture, etc . , and often be will return something very 

attraotive.37 

Both boy and girls are interested 1n making their 

homes attractive and olean. 38 That 1s the ultimate a.1m 

of the home-ora.~t program . In this field, as in many of 

th others, the youth and others are handicapped by the 

inability of t he parents to adapt themselves to eha.ng­

! r.&., coi.:: 1t1ons; ho ever, this 1s someth1ng ·t11.at only 

the years may accomplish. 

Watching the various county unite of the iat1onal 

Youth Administration funotlonlng , listening to the 

various supe:rv1sors d1aoussions of problems and solu­

tions, 1t is difficult to b.e11eve that future generations 

;111 not have been helped, and conditions 1 proved in 

many ways, health, hou 1ng, standard of living, equip­

ment with which to make a 11vlng. 

The 1ihole home-making program as visualized and as 

outlines PY r . Houston A. right, 1s 1n itself almost a 

37 -0tba Donohue, Area Supervisor, National Youth Administra.:; 
tion. 

3s Ibid. 
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philosophy of living; the goal set for the NYA in 

this state is so broa d tba t one could not expect its 

complete a chievement in less t han many years. Our 

schools have been working towar d much the s ame goal 

for generations. 

The third point of the Training Progr am , Voc ational 

Training, needs lit tle explanation. It is no longer 

a ttnew trend" in educ ~t ion but it is one we have , of 

recent years, come to c gree is most important. The 

Nationol Youth Administra tion intends to, and has al­

read~ set up trai ning centers to teach youth a lmost 

any voca tion hem y desire. This does not confine it­

self to the more conventiona l s horthand , typi ng , etc., 

but i ncludes auto mechanics, refriger tion, radio 

work, maid's schools, etc. 

An intelligent survey is ma de of the types of 

tra i ning industry demands, the preference of the youth 

themselves . Often vocational guidance and advice is 

necessary on the part of the supervisor i n order t hat 

the youth may se l e ct the t ype of training f or which he , 

or she , is be$t fitted. Concerni ng t his phase of t he 

work, this i s what t he Nationa l Youth Administration 

has to say: 

"If youth i s t o be tra i ned for indu try,. we 
must g i ve youth wha t i ndustry needs . " .:>9 

39 a tional Youth 1dmi nistra tion i n Oklahoma . Decem­
ber 3l, 1936. Bulletin. 
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The followi ng s re suggested: 

Possible activi ties wit h minimum equipment 

Pra ctica l electricity 
l uto me chanics 
Ref'rigera t ion 
La theing 
Ri:id io 
Stone work 
Mai d service 
Nur se i d 

Rur a l and Agricultural pos s ibilities: 

Vocation .l / gric ultur e 
Terra cing 
Irrigation 
Soil Conservation 
Care of Livest ock 

. . 40 

Scientific f ~rm buildi ng and me na. gement 

Landscapi ng 
Tile irrigation 

Introduction courses; youth to be taken in 
groups to visit t he va rious i ndustri es a nd busi ness es­

t ablishments i n local eommuni ti es . 

Company superintendents and business men may 
be £.sked to discuss defi nite and new possibilities in 
their p rticule r industry. 

Suggested teachers: 

Smi th- Hughes t eachers 
Pa rk superintendents 
Cemetery sextons for l ~ndscaping 
County gents 
Retired l aborers 

Materials: 

40 Op. Cit. 

Government literatur e ; libraries 
Na t ionally knovm mt nufa ct urers 
Magazi nes 

41 



The fourth point, tha t of Citiz enship, is one 

we have stressed i n schools , in Boy Scouts, end other 

organizations. However, we have never conte cted the 

youth to whom the National Youth Administr&tion i ntends 

to extend the benefits of training in Citizenship. The 

Boy Scouts a re composed of boys from f milies of the 

middle or upper classes {in regs.rd to ,,iealth); NYA. 

youth come from relief families. The need would seem 

grea ter cmong this group for tra ining in citizenship 

for, s we all know, when want r ises i ts head among 

family, or a group, aime immediately increa ses. It 

would, therefore, require a proportionately stronger 

sense of ri ght and ,,rong, a nd of good. citizenship, to 

assist the youth from this g roup in k eeping the 1 w. 

It is commonly conceded tbat the depression has 

increased by thous ands the youth to be found on freight 

trains, and on the highways. It is al so conceded that 

juvenile delinquency is an expensive problem i n our 

society, expensive not only in terms of money but in 

terms of lives. We, supposedly lecders in the field of 

education, should be concarned not so much in tenns of 

money as in tenns of human beings; lives properly directed . 

However, in the field of educat i on to eliminate juvenile 

delinquency is also to cut the costs of government. 

Suggested a ctivities for t he Citizenship t raining 

a re as follow s : 

42 



" • • • • and h as been grounded in the fundamentals of 
citizenship . . . " 

Possible Aotivities41 

Stud of N,tional e nd. State J ctivities 
Ta s by mun1cipa off cia ls on Parl mentary 

Law 
.Patriotism lee tures ( illustrated) 
Fl.ag etiquette and J llegia.nce pledge 
Lectures by school officials on History of 

Oklahoma. Resume of life of governor s and 
Oklahoma. leeders. Study and lectures on 
Oklahoma constitution. 

Study of Community . ctivities: 
Discussion by old timers of significant f'"cts i n 
history (.,_ nd development of community. . 
Simulate with youth tbe g overning of municipal 
and county governments. 
Dramatization, through club a ctivities, of pioneer 
days. 
Discussion of operation of Utility &nd City Water 
sys tems . 
Current events. Radio. 
,.Ana lyze through the Club work, Roosevelt's 
Illdugura l address, Gnd through newspaper clippings 
follow up the re~ults both in State and Nationa l 
l · w making bodies. 
Make scrap book of news of national, sta te nd . 
comm.unity interest. 
Teach appreciati on of fine arts , especially mu~ie 
end dram.e tic art. 
l pplications of the fine arts in club work. 
Contact and procure the coop era t ion of the l merican 
Legion, the Auxiliary e nd the Women's Federated 
Clubs in developing national citizenship. 
Enlist tbe coopera t ion of civic bodies such e s 
Rot ary, Khvanis, Lions in developing understending 
of Intern& tiom,l citizenship. 

Suggested teachers: 
Supervls or.a 
Mtmicipal nd county officials 
School officia ls 
Older residents wh o can give s ignificen t facts in 
history of community 
Local business and civic le aders 

41 Ibid . 
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Materials: 

Current newspapers 
History books 
State and National Constitution 
Government agencies that will send out, et no 

expense, except poctage, illustrated lectures 
on Vtl rious phases of g overnme nt activities. 

The fifth point of the program Leisure Time 

fctivi ties is a lso an important one for the use a men 

makes of his leisure often dete r mines his ple ce in life. 

The suggestions m de by tbe Netionvl Youth dministra tion 

for use by county supervisors are the following: 

Librery: 42 

Traveling library provided by State Library 
Commission 

Current maga zines which local clubs a re usua lly 
glad to provide 

Books of all kinds 
Nev.rap pers 

Indoor Aoti vi ties: 

Dramatic group 
Music group 
Rt..dio programs 
Hobby group 
mateur contests to d evelop talent 

Lectures to develop appreci ation of art , music, ate. 
Parties 
Clubs and Youth Councils 

Outdoor Activities : 

Teams: 
Softball 
Ba seb 11 
B ske tball 
Tennis 

Hikes and Picnics 
Contests 
Swinnning with Life saving certificates a s goal 

42 National Youth d.!ilnistration in Oklahoma . Dec . 31, 
1936. Bulletin. 
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.,· 

Thus, have the Five Point TrPining Progre.m which 

the Oklahoma N tional Youth .Adminis tra ti on hes set up ·: s 

pa ttern from which to build. 

The exoct carrying out of these principles, the 

means and methods are left to the ingenuity of the various 

workers in the field which is true of the vJ:lole program. 

Aubrey Williams, Executive Director o t he Ncl t iona l Youth 

dministration, Washington , D.C., soys this : 

"I should like to emphasize the f act that 
the N~tion~l Youth Administrstion's progrEm has 
not been ready made in ueshington snd thrust in 
a definite and rig i d form upon the comm.unities. 
It has, on the co ntrary, been mnde flexible 

45 

enough for daptation by local individuals ani 
organizations to meet a ide variety of pPrticul r 
needs. As a community program, with this differenc e 
that it has been mE.de possible by federal funds •• 
it is providing thousands of needy young people, upon 
a sound and economical basis, iith cert:. in of the 
educational _.nd vocational opportunities to which 
they £:re entitled." 

. . 

Because of this fact, the Nationa l You·t h Administre­

tion of Oklahoma , under the direction of Houston A. ~~lght , 

State Director, has been able to make greater strides then 

would have otherwise been possible . 

It has set up the Five Point Training Program which 

in effect, is a prectical education for ccruplete living; it 

has carried Oil a very a mbitious Hork Program the .major 

part of v.hich has been constructi on for the purp ose of 

furnishing wo rk-shops ror tlhle youth. Many other experiments 

ht ve been attempted , eo::ne ±'rankly to detemi.i ne their worth 

others \,hic h were of -proven v,orth before they VJe re put into 

45 t1-J1lliams, Aubrey. Rural l mer1ea. The iru ssists 
Rural fouth. ; prll, l93'1. 



operation.. Let us, therefore, consider some of' the 

NY.A. work in this state ·which is of more interest be­

cause o:f' its ,-,x_perimentt:,.l and original nature; we 

may tllen hov0 a sotmcler baBiS for our op:Lnions as to 

the worth of' the NY. program 'Nhich is being c2rried 

on in th is state. 



CHi.PTER IV 

NYA EXPERIMENTS I N OKIAHOMA 

One of the most interesting, &swell as one of the 

first experiments e ttempted in this State was that of t he 

NY. Girls' C mp similar to the CCC for boys. 

November 1, 1936, a Girls NY/ Camp was loc ated t 

Stillwater, Oklehoma, sponsored by the Okl h ome A & M 

College end housed in barracks originelly used for a CCC 

camp. One barrack was used as a reception hell, another 

for offices, a third for e recreation hell, a fourth for 

dormitory end e fifth for the kitchen nd dining room, a 

sixth for project work room. 

A stflt'f of ten teachers, housekeeper, cook, etc., was 

selected with Miss Josephine Bell as Director of the Camp. 

Miss Bell was a member of the B & P National Education 

Conn:nittee, and was formerly Principal of the Blackwell 

Hi gh School; she was a very capable, well trained, cultured 

and enthusiastic leader and was well known in educational 

circles. Her fellow teachers were all college graduates, 

most of them with mas ter's degrees from various colleges 

and unive r sities over the United States i ncluding the 

University of Columbi ~, etc. 

One hundred g irls, from the project division, were 

selected from the entire state. The first tenn of Camp 

was three months , as was the second, the third term, 

however, during the summer was cut to two months. 
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One would lmost , have to s ee the Camp to realize the 

friendly, grecious a tmosphere which existed. However, one 

should have seen the gir 1 s when they fir st came to Camp, 

some without proper clothes, shoes, etc. It wa s necessary 

to completely out-fit meny girls. As there was no fund 

for this purpose, 1 t was a real problem. 44 

/is there was a great responsibility on the shoulders 

of those in char ge since most o f the girls were l? to 25 

and had come from families where discipline wes a lmost un­

known, it was thought best to follow the college rules 
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very closely, and if Enything, even more strict rule s were 

enforced. This caused a little unhappiness among the irls 

at first, with the result t hat s everal took themselves 

off home, some without the r orm. 11 ty of g ood-by. Vh1le 

this was much regretted by thos e in cha r ge it was uncvoid­

a ble. Possibly those were among the youth who would. not 

have profited by the money end thought expended on t hem . 

However, in several eeks after t he camp started, 

clothes h d improved miraculous ly; neater, cle aner , better 

groomed girls were the result • funners became more 

gr acious, and the a tmosphere like t ha t of c happy home. 

While the bnrracks were frankly barra cks, without paint, 

etc., yet they were as good as many of the girls ha d 

been used to and better t han some bad been living in. 

In short t ime after t he arrival of spring, flowers 

were blooming a round camp , and everything began to t ake on 

a gay , homey iook. 
44 Cba ndl e r I Emm • 

Inte r view. 
me Economics Instructor. L1T Camp. 



Dancing wa s permitted in the recrea tion hf' ll, and 

the hall w, s usually filled (on open nights) wit h happy 

youngsters. Tha t the Camp w s a success is attested to 

by the many girls who asked to stay for ddition l terms, 

only e small percent of whom were allowed to rema i n for 

more th n the one term. M~ny clubs and other orgrniz ~­

tions who had the plea sure of' hearing some of the NYA 

quertets, or seeting of the tap dancers, or being en­

tertained by some of the other t a lented youth, will c lso 

gree tha t the youth derived much benefit from the camp. 45 

Open house wa s often held for t he townspeople, 8 lld 

was ~lwa ys well e. ttended. Jus t before the summer term 

closed and the Camp wa s temporarily discontinued, the 

cla ss in J dministration 300 which had been meeting a t 

the College was invited out to dinner. The cla s s wa s 

ent erta ined with e visit through t he work rooms, end 

by va rious entertainme nt fea tur es a t nner. A f a shion 

show or frocks m&de by t he girls while at camp nd 

modeled by them, w s one 1 tem. A very hospitable end 

gra cious evening's entertai nment wa s extended by the 

Camp :faculty, and yout_h. 

Another interesting experiment has been the Bristow 

NY School. The City of Bristow owned a 15 room 

building; loc ated in the City Pa rk in the west pert Gf 

towin. They geve NY permission to use this s an NYA 

School. The building w&s renovated, painted, nd 

45 Op. Cit. 
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redecor ted by v"PA at cost of something like 

$20,000.00 . 

The building sits on f! high hill, overlooking 

the Park. Concrete pPving leads to the Park ~nd 

graveled drives go to the door of the building. A 

lovely swimming pool i s not f er distont in the rear 

of the building. 

The sta ff for the school we s selected with the 

idea of teaching both girls a nd bays. Therefore, 

the staff included ~ Director, Nurse , Purchasing 

Pgent, Vocational J griculture teacher, Home Economics 

Instructor, Manual Tra ining Teacher , l eundress, night­

watcbm. n and cook. 

As first set up the School planned to have complete 

Agricultural and Shops courses, end a thorough Home-

Making course for girls. However , Plthough the first 

term was conducted with 25 girls and 25 boys , enrolled 

from 5 counties in the Third VPA District , this idea has 

been replaced with that of specializing in boys work a t the 

school Bnd setting up e Home-Making Center for girls at 

Shawnee. This will allow the staff' to be cut to three 

persons Lnd will permit both economy and additiona l 

training for the boys in the way of 1 undry work, eook-

ing assistance , serving experience, and m ny other phases 

or work which the boys would otherwise not receive. 40 

46 Smith, Miss Hessie. Acting Director Bristow NYA 
School. Interview. 
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When t he youth enter ed the school they were given 

a thorough physical examination, includi ng Wasserman 

tests. ft n unusual feature of this group was that the 

Wasserman tests were 100% negative. The youth were also 

weighed when they enrolled, nd regularly e ach week 

since. Four weeks after the school began, Miss Gilbert, 

R .Jll ., reported that the girls showed B n sverPge increase · 

in weight or two pounds nd the boys showed an i ncrease 

in weight of five pounds, some boys having gained as much 

as twenty pounds. 

This ge i n in weight is more interesting when comp rad 

with cost of the meals which the youth had been eating as 

follows: 

August 12 per meal ll.9t per d ay 
August 13 per meal 10. ¢ per d ay 

ugust 14 per meal 13.5¢ per day 
August 15 per meal 15 .9¢ per dPy 
August 16 per meal 16.9¢ per day 

These meals are well bal anced, end the food is pro­

perly selected and seasoned • . The writer ate &t the School 

on . ugus t 14 nd found the meal well selected, nicely 
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served and very well seasoned. The mea l (for whi ch the 

writer had mE·de no dvance arrangements for staying) con­

sisted of steak, pota toes, gr avy, bread , butter, beans, 

onions , iced tes , end chocola te pudding . Additionel servings 

of nything desired might be had. 

·From weight geined , and cost of me als, one is inclined 

to wonder just how much the meals cost nt t hese youths homes, 

how well. selected t hey ere, etc. For it ·muld appear 



that t he me ls pre not ,. s earerully selected, t.hflt 

not s much is spent on them (as en cVerage of 11¢ 

e ch ) or that there is not sufficient quantity. How­

ever, it is possible that the regul er hours have something 

to do with the ga in i n veight~ 

The Bristow NYt youth 1ere permitted to swim without 

cost once .- week, the boys on Friday and the girls on 

Wednesdays. 

Regular classes i n home-mak:inf were t aught the 

girls, nd the boys were instructed in ~griculture nd 

shops work. Cla .sses in heal th were lso given both 

g irls and boys. 

Some explan e tion should perhaps be g iven s to cost 

of these projects and the method of detr ying expenses. 

In both the g i .rls NY.fl Camp a t St illwa ter, end the Bristow 

NYA School, the youth v.rorked sufficient time to eern - 21 .00 

per month et the r a te of 25¢ pe r hour. This wss e arned, 

at the Stillwater C· mp, by making hooked rugs, and other 

articles of like nature for use by the College or other 

unit s of NYA . At Bristow t he girls were employed i n 

making germ.ents, and the boys i n making furniture. This 

combined work nd training. 

or this $21.00, .15.00 we. s spent for expenses in­

cidentel to food costs, sanita tion , etc., for beard and 

room in othe r words. The youth did their own 1 undry 

work, cleaned the kitchen , t ook ca r e of the building . In 

some cases an additional doll r was collected for health 
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fees, etc. 1.iC'he balance w:'. s given the youth :Cor in­

cidental expenses, clothing, etc. 

1,. tllird interesting experiment vve.s the educ1::i. tionc:: l 

program for rmd youth during the su:mTI1er et the various 

colleges. This part of tbe NYJ( program will be c o:o:tini;;ed 

during the ranter terra.. Mt':n.y colleges coopere;ted vrit;h 

the Mational Youth i\dministration during tr1e sum.mer in 

offering courses especially designed to fit the t1YA 

Five Point Training Progri:nn. Ara.ong these were Oklnhom~ 

A & College, Mi&mi Junior College, Langston University, 

Northeastern State Teachers College and possibly severt',l 

others .. 

The p1El1 used on Oklc:home A & M's campus is 

_probably typice.l. Approxirne, tely 400 NY/' youth were sent 

to A & M from the project di"i.rision (relief youth) and 

permitted to earn J21.oo per month, o:r ,vnicn ~~15 .oo 
was spent :f'or board and room.. There 'NEH:! no enrollment, 

cost, or cost :for texts. The you were quartered in 

Murray Ailnex {girls) r1nd in the 4 n:: Club Camp {boys}. 

l'c supervisor war3 in charge of eGch group, various 

odvisors e.nd teachers were employed by the college end 

the HYA. 

Cltsses for girls centered ::roun.6. Home-Uaking 

activ.ities, including sevdng, cooking, canning, pre­

serving, decorating, etc. Classes for boys were 

prirn.e\.rily soil conservation, terrr: cing, agricul tu.ral 

work of .s,ll phases, au.ops v:ork, etc.. In eddition to 



classes, the youth enjoyed ri surn:mer of plenned re-

creational features, sports, 4? etc. 

tnotb.er feature, or experiment, e.long ·the educE,­

tional line peculiar to the Okleho1,1a NY. set up -vvcs th 

of t.he summer tJ:1rnining Pragrrm for t.he NT'. County 

Supervisors, which hr:s been mentioned before. 

The NY/ is r::,.dministered through e 00nt,:t."2.l or St8te 

organization heE:ded by the Stete Director, Houston A. 

Wright. The state is broken up into various Districts 

corresponding, more or less, to the VfPl District and 

not entirely identical to t:he Congressional District. 

With. the 111ece:nt chEJ:1ge in WP/ Districts, doubtless a 

sirr1ile<r chcnge will be made soon in. the ?'ITA organize-

tion~ 

.At the present time, hmr;ever, there is s Di strict 

Super1risor responsible for the cou11tie1:; under his, or 

her, jurisdiction. The county is then i.·ucre or less m10e1~ 

the supervision of the County Supervisor :::nd .l:cBsistant 

County Supervisors. Administre.ti ve expenses are kept 

within 1570 of the total of the relief yrol1; the super­

visor.a ordinerily being the only workers in the county 

who ere not from the relief rollsc 

In meny ce,ses Vt'PI teacJ:1ers ,verE;; usod to r ssist in 

the sv.pervision, but i.n many cmse s tt.ey ·were found to 

be lacking in the necessary personali t, , inspirationel 

qualities, rnd sometimes in training. It was t,he con-



census of opinion among the county supervisors in school 

at A. &. M. this pa st summer tha t teachers for these 

youth should be even more carefully selected th&n were 

those f or youth from the average home for the reason 

thet their environment was bad, they were in grePter 

need of encouragement 1 inspiration, excellent examples 

before them. J lso if they had once given up school 

with every c~nvenience, good teachers, etc ., it would 

require more skill, tact, desire on the part of the 

teacher to be of real service than in tle ordinary case. 

For all of these reasons WPP teachers were not given the 

he rtiest approvsl, for WPA in mos t cases , lists on its 

rolls those who have failed i n their chosen professions. 

The NY/. supervisors seemed to prefer to choose 

from the r ank of successful business nd professional 

men end women who a re civic minded, end interested es 

the people who could be of most P.ssistince . 

In meny ca ses where the supe r intende~t of the city 

schools cooperated by offering the facilities at his 

COilltiN•Xl , the supervisors appeared to think the problem 

more or less solved. 48 Given NYAs practieal approach 

to the problem, and the assistance of established edu­

cationcl systems, they believe the problem easily solved. 

Thus, the challenge seems to be to educators to 

put their shoulders to the wheel, ::. nd help where help 

is needed with the thought or serving youth more 

comvletely 5-nd adequately without eade oost ... n wi tl:J. 
48 · . · 

Adm.in1Sf! ·tion 300. OklohOill!l A & M. Summer 1937. 
J..)1ScUtS uh. · 
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only increased expenditure of cooperation and '':neigh­

borlinessrr ... 

The county su1)ervisorts course, taught by Mr .. 

Kenneth Campbell, Superintende. t of Schoo.ls et l1Iadill 

and en en thusisstic supporter of the lf'Il pl"ogre.m, i:~s 

well us .f student of Education ( Columbie} covered the 

five phcses of the training program. Speakers of' stcta 

and nctiom:il importa1ce were brought to the cs.mpus to 

discuss Herlth, Home-:m::-,.king, Vocationcl Training, Leisure 

TL'11e J,ctivities, emd Citlzenship, es directly rpplicable 

to the NYt youth. 

Tha supervisors lived in the college dormitories, :!"11d 

observed a similer routine to thet of the NYf.1 youth, 

eating in the College crd'eteria 1 etc. Cls.sses met three 

hours daily for the supervisors, r::llowing them time to 

observe the elesses for youth or to etteml verious other 

lectures or classes on the campus. At the close of the 

duy, et1d often at the beginning, both instructor { Ca111p­

bell) and superv.isors could be found on the tennis courts 

or in the svdmm.ing pools prBoticing their theories as 

to Leisure Time J,ctivity. I:t" not there, the second best 

~uess ws. s that they were in the dormitory, or on the 

campus in groups of three , or six or on up to ti!venty-six, 

discussing the Netionei.1 Youth Ad:ministrfltion's problems 

in their otm county. Supervisors, like youth, f'greed 

thet the sum:mer v1as both inspirB.tioncl end educr;tionfl 

[-,ml never v:ould m1a find e more de,eply interested group. 
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Anothc,1· outstandln.g contribution ·to the IITA 

accori1plishnents by t Okl2:homa unit, is that of the 

Youth Center idee which hns :more or less been suggestacl 

in the discussion of t.he schools and carrips, heretofore. 

This is M:r.. 'tvrigllt's perticuler and ft\Vorite t.,heory. 

vrhole idea is one .of c121x1teri:ng the treining 

f::ind work into wrouth Centers'', vd th cl£ sses in all 

phc1se£1 of the five point progra.m outlines. This he,s 

been begun, in some ccses from nthe grom::ul up'1 •• •:\Tith 

the construction of the buildinE wherein the Youth 

Center will be housed. The ul timp,te aim will be to 

center youth i.n verious places depending on the type 

of work or training desired by the youth. lf t1 youth 

wishes trr:1.ining in trades, or professions dealing with 

the oil fiends, he or she -sill be sent to the f:rnhool 

teaching thet type of work, possibly tbe one located 

in Tulsa. If G boy desires wood-work, or shops treln-

ing v,d.11 he sent, to Bristow, etc. The ultimf.te ci1n 

is to m,, these self su.pporting, not merely cooperative, 

wi tll the youth mvning co'HS, chiclrnns ., E;te., raising 

r.:;na_ canning g6'rden foods • 

Some of these Youth Centers :s re nov; under con­

struction :ror i:nstanee at OJ.c,,rnulgee v1here n four or five 

building unit is being built of netive stone. These 

vill furnish :tacili ties for all pht:i.ses of the program;: 

there will be an 80 sore garden, etc. 



Such r;i building project gives Pn opportunitJ 

:ror ·teaching the you th meny phases of work, concrete 

finishing, plastering, c1:1rpentry, stone masonry etc. 

This will be of VEL!ue to the boys in earning a living; 
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01· in seeing that their own homes ere properly eonstrueted 

hi case they do not follow this as e profession. 

Major construction because of ·the training nnd in ... 

terest to the youth, is being giiren first consideration 

in this State as has been intimated elseivhere. Brick,, 

stone, frame c1nd even 11mudn houses are under construc­

tion sponsored by various city, county or civic organi­

zations. 

One of the most interesting construction projects 

in the ?lY.' state program is that of tho Stillweter !TY 

Building, loceted in Fair Park sponsored by the oity, 

county ancl Chamber of Co:m..rneree. 

!fhis building is looo.ted on a triangular plot of 

grcYund; the building was designed specially for thia 

location, the first sketch of the plans having been 

drarm by one of the youth on the program, Valor Thiessen. 

The )lens were then d:rawn by M:r. John Duerkeen, State 

J\rehitect for the NYA; little change Wf'S mc:.de. The 

plans, as origin.Elly d1.i.1wn, and cs :finally r:pproved, i;cre 

:for e. nvn shaped building. The point of the 71 V11 being 

a cireule.r 2ssembly room, 40 ft. across. The length 

of the building is 100 ft .• , with each wing about 35 :rt. 

in width; giving a tot0l floor spece of more then 5000 

ft. 
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The meteria l from which t he building is constructed 

is s unique as is the floor plan . Top soil, chemically 

tre ted ( using Prof. J . !~ . Kirkham' s formula) , end pressed 

into blocks composes the walls . This material when dry 

will t ake e pressure almost eQual to thP- t of concrete. 

It is almost perrect insula tion and will result in a 

very comfortable as well as inexpensive and durable build­

ing. 49 The roof will be of concrete as will t he floor; 

the buildi ng will be stuccoed nnd pei nted . It is a lso 

planned thet murals (by youth cmong the group ) will 

decora te the walls of the essembly room; the furnitur~ 

will be made in the s hops by t he youth t hemselves . 50 

This project furnishes a perfect work shop, or 

training center for both boys and g irls, the boys in 

construction , furniture making, etc ., t he girls in de­

coration, etc. 

The building will be used by the NYA , County Health 

Unit , and by other civic groups . 

Thus , we have a sketch of some of the most interest-

ing experiments and s ome which were most easily a ccesible 

tor the writer t o visit. Doubtless there are many more 

throughout the sta te . 

However, these few exp eriments would tend to prove 

to us that the Na tional Youth Ad.ministration in this state 

has spproe ched its problems with oourFge and original i ty; 

there will be little thPt it will need apologize for in 
49 KirkhE-m, Prof. R •• - Head Civil ~nsineering Dept ., 

oklahom& & i. Intervie • 
50 Kirby, T •• District NY Supervisor . Interview. 



yer:rs to eome. Youth have been furnished not only 

relief employment but treinin0 for permanent employ­

ment, courc":ge, inspiration u_nd education for practical 

pro bl ems a:m.l for the real J.Jrobems of life. CoD!il.uni ties 

have benefited in perm.2.nent improvements. 

It will be noted throughout that the projects 

Iwve beer.i. desigr.Led to combine educrtion, aud experience; 

that much thought has b-een given to the type of v;1ork 

p1~oject, training involved &nd c~ 'Well rounded end even 

cul tu.rel program.. There has 1:iecrn a nice balnnce of 

class c:ork, :.pplied knowledge, -r10rk, pley, sports ,rec:I;"ea ... 

tion, n1usic, ~rt. , ete • 

Pel"h.aps we should tl1en eonside1" tho opinion of 

the youth theu1selves; that of outstanding civic r:nd 

edueatione,l leaders, r,.nd thus conclude our thesis with 

e resmue of the value of the vlork done in this state by 

t:tle National Youth l'dministratton. which is certainly 

developing ?1.uew tre:nds·i, in education .. 
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It ls d1ff1eult to evaluate _the work of the 

of these 1s the. f'act that lt 1m,. aa yet, too close too 

us. Uneoneclously out> political opinions o:r edueational 

! or sot,tal b~ckgr,-;,und ,reolune a wholly ,uno1~i$&d Ol"1t1e1sm. 

E:avlng been re~n"er:l 1n the tra.<11tton of' forma,l e-duo~.tlon, 

otiltu:-~atl to a; 1Rrge tt:{tent, vocatlon;i,1 training ~s 'been 

~cce;9tecl only wl tb many r'!';fHtrva;tion.s. 

fhere is alao the que·st:1.en not on.ly as to whetl:i.er 

. the youth will ,,ro.fi t suff1e.1mitl;y but e.lso wr1etber th~y 

!i!,~e ma.teri,!d worth span.ding time and money on. If' ~re 

believe in the v~lue of ho~edlty, :tt 1s :9oseible that 

""'''' ... .,"',.t1on (whf)ther :tt be voeational or otherwise) will 

b,e 1n: part at let1.et we.s-ted. on t.hese, youth.. Th1s 1 too, is 

a, 1 .. eht1ve quest.ion dff;pe.nd1ng on the rr1,a;a,1;ure by ~ih1eh 

tr~ ta:raily 1e j~dger.l, 11rhethe:r it be edueat.1on, ttnanoial 

sueces$es or other1r,r:l.$0. It we believe .:tn the value ·or 

e,1uo~t1on er &nvirenment, hQwever, and the inhe:r.ent. worth 

ot' huroanttr, the work of tlle lie.t1onal !outh AdJa1.n1stratlon 

has so.rue Just1f1cat1on. 

Tl·:m writ,er attem;prte-ct to atta.ek thig 9roblem by inter .... 

v1,ews. with aupe:rviaorsJ wl-10 wePe trork1ng of the prograra; 

he a18'0 t1£tlk~d with many er£ the youti1 to t!letermine the 



'!'he county supervisors were as well prepared as the 

average school teacher. They were all quite enthusiastic, 

apparently feeling that they were pioneers 1n a ne and 

1nterest1ng field, one that ould be worth the effort and 

worry they had expended 1n its development. 

In t alking with the youth concerning the things NYA 

had done for them, seldom could a youth be found ho 

as not enthus1ast1o 1n his or her praises . They v.ere in 

most cases not thinking altogether 1n terms of the 10 . 00 

t hey received each month for five days ork; they were 

thinking of the opportunities of accomplishment o ened to 

them through this assistanoe. 

Miss Ada Thompson, a. talented little singer, ho 

as in the NYA Camp and hose home is 1n Shamrock, Okla­

homa, was quietly sincere 1n her statement of the benefit 

she had pel"sonally received . She remained at urray Annex 

after the Cam closed and w11i- continue her school next 

inter as a me ber of the NYA quartet hich 111 actually 

,t sing 1 ts elf through college 11 • 51 

Miss 1111a Bounds, a youth from Still ater, who had 

been at the Bristow School said . • 11 We really orked ha.rd . 

But it was fun. Nelli e and I were the only ones who didn 1t 

cry when school closed and we were the last girls to leave 

51 Miss Ada Thompson . NYA youth . I ntervie . 
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so there wasn't anyone to see us cry or e probably 

would have too. It was lots of fun. I learned a lot. 

I made some of the prettiest uniforms from unbleached 

muslin trimmed in pink muslin, with bound button-holes. 

It doesn't sound at all pretty, but it really was. I 

was proud of mine."52 

Miss Mildred Cochran, Pawnee, said, "They really 

keep you busy. Not a free evening . ,forking, cl asses 

and recreation planned for each evening . I've enjoyed 

every minute of it."53 

Miss Juanita Bel veal, Cushing , said , ''NYA has been 

a big help to me. I've learned many things •• sewing, 

serving. ~uite a lot of practical nursing. I'd like 

to go to the Bristow dchool but the folks need my money 

to help out at home so I just can't go; I hope to continue 

to work here though for I just don't see how we could 

get along without it.n54 

Cleo Harmon, Cushing youth, said, "It I could find 

another job that paid better of course I'd take it but 

I'm working full time on the NYA building and not making 

a lot of money but I'm learning lots of things . It keeps 

my hand in at concrete finishit25 -coo."'65 

ounds water. n erv ew 
Cochran, M ldre NYA youth. Pawnee. Interview 
Belveal, Juanita NYA ~outh. Cushing. Interview 
Harmon, Cleo NYA yout Cushing. Interview 
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So much for the youth, although letter after 

letter coul t be ~uoted vdth only e very few not realiz­

ing or app r eciating the opportunity they were getting. 

Judge Ros ~, County Judge, dllrore, says,ffJuvenile 

delinquency ha3 been cut 90% in this county since the 

inception of th , 11YA. program. ',:e are thoroughly in 

favor of it" .56 MF yor Harris of Okmulgee says ".Juvenile 

delinquency h:s been decreased 50% since NYA st rted in 

this city" •57 Public off ieicls over the state where a tten­

tion ha.s been given to this problem are E, greed upon the 

help whi ch the Nationcl Youth Administration has been 1n 

the solution of the major youth problem . 

Elmer Petree, County Superintendent of Osage County, 

says,"The writer believes that the NYA ill be one of 
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the forms of r elief from the Federal Government to be made 

permcnent end a part of regular school work. Right 

now the 4":YA tor students out of school is receiving 

quite an amount of Httention. This V'ork has an important 

pla ce to 1'111 for thofe boys and girls who have not hed 

a chance to go ahead in school. If the NY/. inside school 

ccn be curried on succEFBfully 'ttler-e, of course, will be 

a sm&ller number requir ing the work outside the school 

ranks. 

56 Ross, Judge County Judge ' rdmore. Speech be:t'ore 
'NY State meeting, Capitof High Gel.tool , Oklo.home 
City, Okl~homn . December 19, 1936~ 

5? Harris M~ or -~d er. Ma or of Okmul ee . S eech be.t, 
fore l,Y.,,. IUt;;~t ng n .;ti.ll, uter, October 86, 1936. 



"The mitional You.th movement has been successful. 

It is fillL1g a pluoe educe, tionelly and industrially 

in the lives of m.a:ny boys and girls that were be-

wildered by ev-ents of the depression. _After the depression 

is over, wa will still b.c. ve l!J£.ny of these boys and girls 

. out of work becr;1use of :machinery taking the p1£,oe of 

workers. The l'Vl~ can take care of those unfortunately 

a.ituatec.l boys and girls as wall in noruwl times es in 

the depression. This work should be continued even 

efter the e.tfects of the depression are gono • 

.. . • The results of :NY" work in the JE.St two 

years show tb.e.t if continued the work will help a els$S 

of boys s.nd girln who need the ex:perlenee" .. 58 

Dr. Henry G. Bennett, President of Okle.home. A & M 

College end one of the leading, if not ~ leading educe• 

tor in the StBte has been one of the most loyi1l and 

sincere supporters of the 1fotione 1 Youth Idministrati,.on .. 

Hardly & ps.per in the stcte but has quoted. Dr .• Bennet,t 

in prate ot this work during the pest six months. 

Di: • .ffi. H. Blaok, S1.1peri:ntendent of Schools, Bristow, 

in the adoption of' o. statement in it:' s praise which W'as 

p.c,;ssed by the Oklnho!ill:2 Ii:ducational Association this 

past yee:r. 

58 Petree, El.mer. Superin,tende::rt of. Public. Instrueti'2;_1!,t 
Osae;e count:. Letter. · 



Hen.ce, the writer concluded v1i th the state:ment that 

the youth problem is the United dtates calls for deep 

consideration on the part or all interested citizens, and 

especially the school :men of the nation not as an emergency 

relief problem resulting from the depression but as an ever 

present problera. ~'ie a.re tempted to wonder, 

"Is a body of perl!l.anently_unemployed people 
to be the inevitable outcome of our improved 
teehnological .Processes '? 0 

"What is the implication for education aris­
ing from groups of unemployed, deprived by social 
conditions from earning their own living. The 
attitude generated by this condition are of in­
creasing concern to schools. In our thinking of 
this problem, it is important to speak of •the 
attitudes resulting from unem.ploy:ment'ra.ther than 
of the 'attitude of the unemployed' n59 

''That the problem of' youth continues to call 
for -attention is proven by the fact that of the 
751,012 youth people·eligible to attend tl1e public 
schools in 1935-1936, there was an avere.ge daily 
attendance of 497,974!»60 

Must it neaessarily follow that "the curse of the poor 

is poverty:,, as Carver stated? .Must we necossarily roll ow in 

the footsteps of Lao Tze, the founder of the Taoist faith, 

and vJithdraw ourselves from evils we cannot prevent and' asi,,ume 

toward the:;:n an attitude of "impertura.ble meekness"', or shall 

we rather follow in the footsteps of Confuscius, whose theory 

was m.ora or less the opposite of that of Lao Tze, a.bout ';Vhom 

60 

Row nemployment and Relief Af'fect 
National Bducational Association. 

Committee on li:ducation Report. 
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11 C011fuscius v1ent to see Lao 'J:ze v,ho, according 
to the ']:aoist traditions, read to the arde11t young 
teacher a lecture, the burden of v;hich was adviee 
to cease :meddling vdth matters which were beyond 
his control. It was characteristic of Confuscius 
that h(~ did not re:ply but the advice of Lao Tze was 
lost on him.. He was a actical n1a:n • • • "61 

In analy:z.ing the National Youth .t:1.d:ministration program, 

we might compare it 'Nitll 'that of Confuscius who taught a 

"well rounded curriculum''; his tl1ree princir/Le subjects 

being history, poetry and lH,erature. 11.fter t;llese came four 

others, proprieties, government, natural science and music. 

He had pride in those pupils who displayed oratorical, 

administrative or literaty abilities, but he avoided feats 

01' stren£;th, prodigies, C ;,;order and th(; sup0rnatural. 62 

1'He taught the value of the family and 
human nature's unrealized capo.cities for self­
improvement. But his interest ws.s in f'itting 
men for ·rietter citizenship; not in the found-
ing of a faith". 63 -

How little has our ,,iev.rpoint changed in the years. Con­

fuscias' nwell rounded curriculum" and the 11Five l'oint 

Training Program" of the National Youth Administration have 
-

many similar ideas and the purpose of bot;ll are :pr hr ... arily 

t11e same. :rhe goal Con:f:'uscius was striving to rc:acl1 is the 

same goal both the NYA and tl1t'; schools of' today llo_pe to 

reach. Naturally the racthods usecl in rec.ching o.ur pro-

posed goal may be different as different conditions exist, 

Barton, Bruce. 
63 Ibid. 107. 

Hhat Can A Man Believe. loo. 
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but we realize the purpose aud problems are basically the 

same. It convinces us, too, that we are not so advanced 

in our thinking as possibly some of us thought; that our 

ia.eas are qui·te conservative and our method of approaching 

our problems not at all extreme. 

There is no doubt but that Mr. Houston A. ,Jright has 

thought deeply concerning the youtb. problem; that he has done 

much research and has arrived at a possible solution for 

this problem, or the many phases of it; a solution based 

on sound pedagogical principles, and sound economics. 

Ue has a vision, reaching far down the yea.rs, of the 

help we may render youth and society. If sometimes his 

theory sounds a bit idealistic, we are reminded of the 

story of 3ir Christopher '~:ren, to whom London owed so much 

of \vha.t is finest in its architecture and especially in 'the 

chara.oter of its central churches. 

"He has received for hia comper1sdtion a salary 
that was less than that of the .America11 unskilled 
worker but as his epitah says truly, his ·work vvas 
'not for his own but for the public good', and will._ 
keep bright his fame forever. 

"One morning he passed among the workmen, ~oat 
or who:m. did not kno'u hm, and of the three :men en-_ 
gaged 1.n the same kind of work be asked the .same 
question, wi/Jl.l.a.t are you o.oing'?". From tho t'irst he 
received the answer; r1I am cutting a stonea. From 
the second the answer was: '' I am earning three 
shillings and six pence a day". But the third man 
straightened up, squared his shoulders and holding 
his mallet in one hand and his chisel in the other. 
proudly replied; " I am helping Jir Christopher :Jren 
to build this great cs:thedral". 64 

040:p. Cit. 
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That story may be applied to the youth wl1icll the NYA 

program is s,3rving; if tlley llave eeJ.:tght; the vision of what 

this o11portuni ty mtiy :m.ea.n to tha:m, they ';;Jill far. 

It :m.ight also be applied to tve school meu. may 

either be '1finding odd jobs''' to allmr the youth ''to get 
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in their 40 hoursu, we may be '1 l1elping tb.em · to earn their :;10. 00 

a m.ontha, or we may be hr::lping the youtl1 take advantages of 

one of the greate.st opportunities o:t· a life time. iie may 

be l1elping the National Youth Administration build a par­

manent, and badly needed, youth prograr11 which will assist 

in correcting juvonile delinquency, which will teach youth 

the valuril of ''Heal th, Home-making, Citizenship, Vocational 

''.11raining and propc,r us(: of l1is E,eisure Timen. ,j'J'ith schools, 

youth governr1ent coopor.:1tive, nothing will lie impossible 

will thus be aiding the President to accomplish his 

des.ire thr1.t • • 

" • . • we shall do something about the Nation's 
unemployod youth, because we can ill afford to 
lose the skills and energies (Ji' thet3e young men. 
They must have their turn as apprentices; their 
Ch''U"e to i"'OrJr f·or .i-,·,p'f1'""'1Vc.c.s • rh:-•j r 0 r'r+·,,riti,<>S {,J, \J a <¥ · ,;.,. ~ r::; tJti lotJ.a,..:.i:.i...>Gi c$ ' '~~ · ~ ~ .z.- _) ',... ....,._._u, · '-' 

for jobs • • • nbo 

,:lwurnarizing the findint;;s of this thesis, the writer 

believes that so long us soma 200,000 of the you.th in our 

state are nout of school and unemployedr,, through no fault 

of their own, a very definite you.tl1 problem doea exist. 

65:aoosevelt 2 President Franlclin D. Administrative Order. 



He is convinced that so long as Oklahoma stands 47 among 

the 48 states in school attendance, a11d 37 in scholarship, 

tl1e:ne is a need to reore;aniz,e our school systems, and to 

determine 'Nherein th<~Y are failing. 

Ile is convinced that m.any youth are unable to attend 

school because of lack of money for clothea, proper food, 

and supplies. This need is not altoget::ior a r0nult of 
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thfJ recent depresBion. Therefore, J:l(J believes there exists 

and will continue to exist a need for assistance through 

some go-fe:rnm.ent agency. 

After consld.eration of tl1e work achieved and the train­

ing program set up by the Nat ionul Youth Ad.m.inistration in ·this 

state, the writer wishes first to colfilnend !Jr. Houston A. 

Wright a!1d his staff on the co:m.menda.ble results achieved. 

He then vdshes to add his endorsement of this more integrated 

type of education which combines 'C,'TOrk and. t;raining. In 

his opinion this is ideal for the ty1Jc of youth who will 

take advantage of it, youth ··Nhose fanille;a will :not have 

t , or established business, in which the youth 

finis11ed .. 

This see:urn, to one oft newest trends in education, 

and one vvhich. "liJill expand as the years go by. 'l1llis is 

only in its infancy, and naturr1lly 1:r:lll require some 



study, experimentation an<i adaptation to cl1angi,ng 

conditions of the time. But our experience with other 

vocational education trends in the past only point to 

further integration of this type. 

The ''Five Point Training Progra1n'1 of the National 

Youth Ad.ministration is basically sound and founded on 

the most fundamental desires of :mankind. It points the 

way toward a practical education for complete living, a 
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goal toward which we have been strivi11g for many gonerations. 

If youth, educe.tors and covernment continue to join 

hands, feeling as the third worker for Jir Wren felt, that 

we 11 are helping to build a youth program11 , it will not be 

long until •• 

n ••• every worker has cultivated pro9er 
health habit,s, and had his physical defects cor·rected; 
has learned to perform. sorne useful task virell enough 
to earn a living doing it; knows hor1 properly to · 
umintain a home aud understands the l1uraan relation­
ships involved; has learned b.ow to ua1:.:e :n·oi'i table 
and plensure.bl2 use of' his leisure tirae; and has· 
been· brounded in the fundar,1errt,als of citizenship; 
then, and only then will we feel that we have met 
fully our respon.sibili ty of adaptine; tlle urmt1:ployed 
out-of'-school yout11 to the socia~economic scheme 
in a bett;er way than the youth misht 11.ave done • • n 
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