T -wéirﬁ




R i
BERIELTULAL ¢ i HANICAL COURR
LIBRARY

SEP 23 1939

PIONEERS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF CARTER COUNTY

By
MARJORIE C. GOOINIGHT
Bachelor of Arts
Texas State College for Women

1926

Submitted to the Department of History
Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College
In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements
For the Degree of
MASTER OF ARTS
1939



ORLATIOMA
AGRIULTURAL & v nastearichirnge
LIBR ARY

SEP 23 1939

APPROVED:

(In Charge of Thesis)

(Heag, Dept. of History)

(Dean, Graduste Scehool)

118327



iii

PREFACE

An attempt has been made in this brief study to con-
tribute 2 short history of the development of Carter County,
Oklehoma through the lives of six outstanding pioneers of
the county.

Pive of the six men &are residing in Ardmore, Oklahoma
&t the present time, and I h&ave had the privilege of listen-
ing to the realistic reminiscences of these pioneers,

Walter Hardy who arrived in Carter County in 1887 just
one week before the birth of Ardmore is today & leading
physician of Southern Oklahoma,

Michael Gormen came to Ardmore in 1890 and for many
years was an outstanding leader in the field of finance,

John Hoyle Carloek, while in the employment of the Dawes
Commission, was sent to the Indian Territory in 1897.

George Wesley Coffman first taught in Carter County in
1900, and since that dete he has been &an active participant
in the educational development of the county.

Charles Christian Weith, & minister of unusual ability,
agsumed the leadership of the upright faction agsainst the
outlawry in Carter County from 1900 until the time of his
death in 1937.

Wirt Franklin is unquestionably the pioneer in the de-
velopment of the petroleum industry in Carter County, and be-
cause of his efficient leadership many fortunes have been

m&de in the county.
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Generous agsistance was given by John F. Easley, editor
of The Daeily Ardmoreite, who extended me the privilege of re-
gearch in all files dating from 1893 to the present writing.

I wish, especially, to thank Doctor Thomas Harrison Rey-
nolds, Professor and Head of the Department of History of the
Oklashoma Agricultural and Mechanicsal College, who has given

valuable suggestions and sdvice.

Mar jorie C. Goodnight
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CHAPTER I

WALTER HARDY

In Green County, Arkansas on April 11, 1870 was born to
Reuben &nd Amende (Kolb) Hardy & son who was christened Walter,
While Walter, thelr firest child, was still an infant, Mr, &nd
Mrs., Reuben Hardy left Arkensas and travelled by wagon to
Montague County in northern Tex&s. This couple was in search
of virgin soil when they came to Texas.

Walter attended the public schools of Bowie, Texas for
several yearg und was graduvated from the Bowie High School
in 1886.:L Following his gradustion, Walter went to Sherman,
Texas where he enrolled in the Mahan Business College. He
pursued his commercial course for six months before return-
ing to his home in Bowie.

In the meantime, Reuben Hardy had come to Ardmore, Indian
Territory in search of & good location for & general mer-
chandise store. Reuben decided to settle in Ardmore and soon
beceme established in his place of business on the present
corner of Main and Caddo Streets.

Walter , & young boy of seventeen, was accompanied by
John Bailey on the trip from Bowie, Texas to Ardmore, Indian
Territory. The two came for the purpose of bringing the
family's stoeck to the new loecation. The overland trip from

Bowie to Ardmore was not & pleasant experience &s the only

1
Reminiscences of Walter Hardy, February 11, 1939.



people the boys met were copper-skinned Indians astride
their ponies significantly carrying their Winchesters at
their sides. Driving & bunch of mules, Hardy and John Bailey
pulled into town about five o'clock on the afternoon of July
21, 1887, a week before the date that marks Ardmore's birth.z

In recounting the Journey into the Indian Territory
Herdy recalls, "We came through Healdton and Hewitt and after
that we did not pass a house until we reached the old Gib-
gon home which is three miles west of Ardmore on the present
location of the Tom Champion farm., ILone Grove had only a
post office and one atore.“s

As Hardy and Balley entered the small town of Ardmore,
they were thoroughly frightened. They could hear the firing
of guns, &nd naturally presumed they were running into &
pitched battle between the whites and the Indians. The new-
comers, however, soon discovered that the bullets were not
the fire of battle but were the churscteristic native out-
burst celebrating the arrivel of triplets &t the home of
Doector Gilliam and Mrs, Gilliam, his Indian wife, who lived
at Dresden, & small settlement near Berwyn. The firing was
continued for two days, and word was eonveyed to the govern-
ment officials who sent & party of the militia from Tishomingo,
the capital of the Chickasaw Nation, to quell the supposed

4
battle.

2
The Dal Ar%goreite, Ardmore, Oklahomsa, XLIV, No. 228,
L

July

Reminiscences of Walter Hardy, February 11, 1939.
4
Ibid.



The trouble between the whites and the Indiens kept
everyone tense &s one could not tell when something might
flare upe.

"Within six months after I arrived in Ardmore, the strife
had grown to such an extent that William M. Guy, the territe-
rial governor, sent word to Washington that the Indians were
being killed out and troops were needed, In fact, this re=-
port was false for there had been no battles nor bloodshed",
Hardy reoalls.5 However, troops were actually sent from
‘Fort Sill and they camped on the Douglas farm south of Ard-
more for several weeks.

When Hardy arrived in Ardmore, the only stores in the
town were Frensley Brothers' General Merchandise and & black-
smith shop operated by Carnahan, The only houses were the
Douglas residence, south of town, and the I. S. Ranch., The
Santa Fe Ralilroad was already established as far north as
Ardmore and & box car served &s the town's first depot., John
O'Mealey, who is now living in San Antonio, Texas, was the
reilroad agent in 1887. Another pioneer, "Uncle Bob" Seales,
was the first pumper for the railroed. Shortly after Hardy's
arrival in Ardmore the Sante Fe Company extended ite road
north through the Arbuckle Mounteins.

Hardy had been in Ardmore only & few days when his father
leased & lot at the corner of Main and B Streets, where the
Tivoli Theater is now located, and planned to esteblish &

homestead.

5
Ibid.



In November, 1888, Reuben Hardy returned to Bowie,

Texas to vote in the presidential elcction that placed Cleve-
land in the Presidency of the United States. When he returned
to Ardmore, his family accompanied him and the members of the
Hardy family soon became leaders in the ploneering of the new
land,

In the meantime, the newborn triplets in the Gilliam
home had become the center of much attention and meny people
had visited them in Dresden. Young Hardy became interested
in the births and he relates, "Right then I decided I wanted
to become a dootor.“a Ag & result, in 1890, in company with
J. £+ Bivens, another well known Ardmoreite and relative of
Hardy's, he attended the Missouri Medical College in St.
Louis, Missouri, where he was gradunated in 1893, the first
year that the three year system of medical training wes in-
augurated at the college.

Upon gredustion in 1893, Dooctor Walter Hardy immediately
returned to Ardmore to practice. His first office was in
the rear of a small bank building that was loczted between
the blacksmith shop on the corner of Caddo and Main and the
Sante Fe Depot.

In the year following the beginning of his practice in
Ardmore, the young doctor was married to Miss Jane Heald, the
daughter of Hgbart Heald, & prominent Indian of the Chicksaw
Hation. Heald's land was located thirty miles west of Ardmore

8 The Dail Ar%gorelte, Ardmore, Oklahoma, XLIV, No. 228,

My . .



in the present Carter County and the town of Healdton, Okla-
home bears his name. Three ehildren, Vinnie, Reuben, &and
Milton, were born to this couple.

The present Carter County was an agricultural distriet
end Ardmore was the center of the trade in all Southern Okla-
home, Farmers within 2 radius of fifty miles brought their
cotton to market in Ardmore., " In 1894 Ardmore was the largest
inland cotton market in the world", Hardy recalls.

Ardmore had progressed rapidly from 1887 to 1895 when
its first major tragedy occurred. In 1895 approximately
eighty buildings in the business district were destroyed by
& fire that originated on Easet Mein Street. John O0'Mealey,
the eity's first fire ohief,? called for his twenty-five
volunteer firemen, but the equipment was so inadequate that
practically &ll of Main Street was consumed and the town was
left in total ruin.

Immediately after the big fire, realizing the necessity
for more protection, Ardmore bought its first "steamer",
which cost $1800., Within the next few years Ardmore's fire
department grew from one to five pald men, and in & short
while, Ardmore had more then $15,000 invested in fire equip-
ment.

All the buildings, at the time of the fire, were small

frame buildings. The business men, however, imbued with the

7
Roy M. Johnson, Oklshome History South of the Canadian, I,
p. 439, 1925,




true pioneering spirit, wasted no time in the reconstruction
of their town, and soon, native stone and brick buildings re-
placed the old ones.

Parker, & jeweler of Ardmore, built the first stone
business house in 1895, and part of this building etill stands
on the south side of Main St¢reet between Mill and Washington,
C. L. Anderson built one of the firet brick buildings in
the new Ardmore. Michael Gormen's building at the eorner of
Mein and VWeshington Streets was construeted in 1897.8

Because of its location east of the railroads, the "0ld
Iron Store", & general merchéndise, owned and operated by
Munzesheimer and Zuckerman, escaped the destruction of the
fire of 1895,

Seam and Dave Dsube, brothers and Jews of Germsn birth,
had come to Ardmore, Indian Territory from Bowie, Texas &and
were employed by Munzesheimer of the merchandise business.
Soon, the Daube brothers owned & merchéndise business of their
own. ' Ags their ocapital increased in later years, these brothers
became interested in the cattle and o0il industries. Through-
out the county these two men are well known and highly res-
pected for their meny philanthropic deeds. Indeed, even to-
dey, asg in 1895, they &re considered among Carter County's
outstanding citizens,

Although the fire of 1895 destroyed muech property, no
lives were lost and Doctor Hardy contends that the tragedy

proved to be & great blessing, &s the new Ardmore was much

8
Reminigeences of Walter Hardy, February 11, 1939.



superior to the old.

Even though the fire of 1895 destroyed all the property
of the young dootor, Hardy was financially able to continue
his medicel studies that year,

Doctor Hardy, eager to keep abreast of the newest de-
velopments in the medical science, attended Mayo's Clinie
in 1897 and esch year since 1897 he has returned to the elinie
for further research and study. He has also attended the New
York Polyelinie, the Chicago Polyclinie, and the New Orleans
Polynlinio.9

This pioneering physician, feeling keenly that Ardmore's
principal need was & hospital, joined Doctor J. C. McNees
in forming & partnership and the two doctors established
the first hospital in Carter County in 1899. 1In fact, this
hospital wae the first to be established between Fort Worth,
Texae and Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.lo This first hospital
wag locuted on the corner of East Mein and Ceddo Streets.

It was indeed & orude affair in comparison with modern sani-
tariums, but the Hardy-McNees Hospital had an important place
in the early history of &ll Southern Oklahoma as 1t was the
me&ans of saving many lives.

Doctor Hardy, & young men of determined purpose &nd am-
bition, became & leader in the medical fraternity. He served

ag president of the Chickasaw Medicsl Association from 1904

9
D. C. Gideon, History of Ipdian Territory, I, p. 574, 1901,

lOTho Dail ar%gprgite, Ardmore, Oklahoma, XLIV, No. 228,
July 21, 1



until Oklahoma was admitted into the Union in 1907. Serv-

ing in this capascity, Doctor Hardy personally gave exami-
nations to doectors who wished to practice medicine in the
Chickasaw Nation. Meny dootors, one of whom igs Doctor Easter-
wood of Ardmore, hold diplomes issmed to them by Doctor Hardy
before statehood.

Hardy has been & member of the Northwestern Texas Med~
ical Acssociation &nd of the iAmerical College of Surgeons for
many yaara.ll

Hardy not only kept &breast of the developments in the
medical seience, but he was constantly alert to progress in
all fields. Ths "Holderman", as his first motor vehicle was
called, was the first automobile to be used by & doector in
this section of Oklahoma. He purchased the machine in 1908
and thus replaced his "horse and buggy" mode of transportation.

After the death of his wife in 1908, Dootor Hardy seemed
to give even more of his time to the study and}praotine of
mediceine. In 1909, during & tour of six months, Doctor
Hardy attended lectures in the outstanding mediesl colleges
of Europe. He studied in England, Scotland, France, &and Ger-
many.l2 Witnessing the most modern and the best equipped
hospitals in Europe, Hardy was keely aware of the inadequacy
of the crude facilitiee in Ardmore. When he returned from
his Buropean study tour, he wis definitely determined to

better medic&l eonditions in his home town.

At Certificetes of Medio&al Associationse.

12
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Thus, in the following year, 1910, Hardy built the first
unit of the Hardy Sanitarinm,13 the leading hospital of South-
ern Oklahoma, Hardy was truly & leader in the medical pro-
grese of Ardmore, &nd citizens from all Southern Oklahoma have
benefited greatly from the constant efforts of this pioneer.

In 1911, Doctor Walter Hardy was united in marriage to
Doctor Naney Reirdon, & graduate in medieine, Mrs., Hardy
wag born in the continent of Australia, but she received her
medical training in Nashville, Tennessee, Doector Herdy, in
paying tribute to her, said, "The Hardy Sanitarium would not
be what it is today without her help."l4

Doctor Hardy established the first airplane ambulance
service in the entire state. He started his service in 1913,
shortly after the discovery of oil in the Healdton fleld, teo
meet the need for rapid transport from the hazardous oil
field to the hospital., O0il field asccidents were very pre-
valent in the early days of the "boom development.” However,
thig service was abandoned when better equipped planes, pri-
vately owned, seemed to fulfill the same need, While this
plane ambulénce service was in operation, eighty-six persons,
in need of hospitalization, were brought from the oil fiel&s.l5

Ardmore's population grew rapidly &fter the discovery
of 0il in Carter County, &and soon there wes & need for a

larger hospital. The second unit was completed the first of

4 Ibid.

4
The Daily asrdmoreite, 4rdmore, Okla., XLIV, No. 228, July
21, " .
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September, 1915, This unit had been fully equipped only a
few deys when the most terrible tragedy in the entire history
of Ardmore occurred on the afternoon of September 27, 1915
at two-thirty o'clock. A tank car of high gravity gasoline
exploded in the Santa Fe yérds. Doctor Hardy, in reecalling
the great suffering and mental shock caused by the explosion
said, "Forty-six lives were lost immedistely and literally
hundreds suffered from mental ahook."16

During the World War Doctor Walter Hardy wes appointed
to serve &8 & member of the Exemption Board of Carter
Connty.l7 The other members of this oommiitee were John L.
Galt and John H. Carlock. Hardy served very efficliently in
this capacity until Msrch, 1919 at which time he was given
an honorable dismissal by the provost marshal, E. H. Crowder,
of the War Department of the United States.

In 1920, long before the e¢ity of Ardmore could boast of
ites modern radio broadeoasting station, Doctor Hardy went to
New Orleans, Loulsians &nd obtained a permit number for his
2500 watt broadocasting station in order that he might legally
operate, Thus, Ardmore's first radio broadcssting station
wag operated in the west wing of the Hardy Sanitarium.

Muoh good was derived from this small station. Hardy
regalls that meny educational, scientific, and inspirational

addresses were received throughout Southern Oklahom& by means

16
Ibia.

17 The Dailg.ardmareita, ardmore, Oklahoma, XXVI, No. 103,
January 20, 1919.
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of this smell plant. C. W. Riehards, the superintendent of
public schools in Ardmore from 1911 to 1925, often used the
radio &s & means of communication with the citizens. Doetors,
lawyers, merchants, and ministers were called upon to present
information to eitizens of Southern Oklahona.

Walter Hardy is & member of the First Methodlst Church
of Ardmore, Oklahom&, and has been affiliated with the Mesonic
fraternity for many yesrs. He is also & member of the Rotary
Club, an active eiviec organization.

4lthough Doctor Hardy has been too absorbed in his ser-
vices to humenity to be an active participant in meny civie
organizations, he ia & ceitizen of unusual oivie pride. Twice,
in contests sponsored by the Daily Ardmoreite, Doetor Walter
Hardy has been named the méat outstanding oitizen of Ardmore.

Doctor Hardy enjoys outdoor life and is partioculsrly
fond of horseback riding. He is a very conspicuous figure
in all of the many horse shows sponsored by the city.

Doctor Walter Hardy has always been known for his genar-
osity in giving freely of his services without regard for
pay. In many céses, he has not only supplied medical sid
but he has also assisted needy families in buying necessary
medicines and food for the patients. Money h&és never been
an important item to him &s all that he has made above his
immediate expenses he has given awey to those in need.

Doctor Hardy has driven more hours and worked more days
and nights without rest to relieve suffering than any méan
who has ever practiced medicine in Southern Oklahoma. Be-

cause he is constantly devoting his time to the relief of
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guftering pumanity, Doctor Welter Hardy has won an eternal

place in the heart of Southern Oklahone.
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CHAPTER II

MICHAEL GORMAN

In & small log eabin, bulilt on a farm of one hundred
and sixty acres which the government had given them as a
homestead in the southern part of Minnesota, lived David
and Johannah Gormeén, In November, 1862, & son, Michael Gor-
mén, was born to this couple,

Mighael had & normel childhood and performed the duties
of the farm in very much the same ménner as did the other
boys of the country. He built log fences, drove teams of
oxen, and assisted his father with the general farm work.

Michael was the oldest of eleven children, five boys
and six girls. He, with his brothers and sisters, walked
four miles to school where they studied the three R's--Read=-
ing, Writing, and Arithmetic.

When young Michael was only fourteen years of age, the
Gormen family left Minnesota and traveled by train to the
state of Texas., They settled on & blasck land farm located on
the present site of the Texas State fair grounds in Dallas,
Texag.

Michael attended &n &cademy in Dellas and was graduated
from Grove's College in the same eity.l In Pleasant View, a

emall village near Dallas, there was & Baptist school where

: Reminiscences of Michael Gorman, February 7, 1939.
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Gorman taught for two years. Previous school mesters had
not been received very kindly and Gorman's father attempted
to discourage him by saying, "Why! son, you ean't teach that
school., You won't last till noon". But Gorman was deter-
mined to teach &s the salary was very attrective. He received
& monthly income of seventy-five dollars, an "exorbitant"
gum for the rural school teachers in 1883, for a term of
nine months. However, after teaching his third year at a
different location and at & much reduced salary, Gorman de-
cided there would not be much "finsncial future in the tesch-
ing profession”,

He went baeck to Dallas, Texas and found employment in
& furniture store. A year later he bought his own furniture
business which he operated until 1890,

Gormen planned to move to San Antonio, Texas, He went
from Dallas to Fort Worth to meke train connections, and
while in the latter city, he met & friend who told him of
Ardmore, Indian Territory. Michael Gorman changed his itiner-
ary immediately and ceme north instead of going to south Texas.

When Gorme&n re&ched Ardmore, his destination, he found &
new territory that was developing repidly. In desceribing
the country, the wild geme, the wild flowers, and the fertile
soil he reocalls, "It was & mighty good place to live". Ard-
more, the seat of the present Carter County, was then Ardmore

2
of Pickens County, Indian Territorye. Of course, &8 the town

% Roy M. Johnson, Oklahome History South of the Canadisn, I,
p. 438, 192b6.



was then in its infaney, Gorman found "muddy streets, wooden
buildings, the old publie well, and livestock roaming at will".

In 1890, when Gormen arrived in Ardmore, there was a
large coal mine operating about five miles southeast of town.
This coal aotivity induced many families to locate in Ard-
more. There wes & railroad branch that made daily trips to
the mine and muoch of this coal, which was & low quality of
bituminous, was eonsumed in Ardmore, However, within & few
yeers the mine was elosed, the railroad was torn up, and the
mine wag abandoned. It was not & paying v-entnre.3

The energetic young Gorman soon established himself in
the furniture and undertaking business in this new territory
that proved to be his permanent home.

In 1890 Gormen returned to Dallas, Texts and was united
in marriasge to Miss Mary Daly of that e¢ity. Accompanied by
his wife, he resumed hig business in the Indian Territory.

Once, while Gormen was engaged in the furniture and
undertaking business, & women, wearing & large sun bonnet
pulled far over her face, came into his store to purchase
camping supplies. When she had made her purchase, she hand-
ed Gorman's ceclerk, George Ryan, & bill which Ryan thought to
be &an unsigned National Bank note. Immediately Gorman took
the note to Charles Anderson, the first banker in Ardmore,
who verified Ryan's beliof.4

: Roy M. Johnson, Oklahome EHEistory South of the Canadian,

I, p. 462, 1926.
& Reminiscences of Michael Gorman, February 7, 1939.
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When the woman left Gormén's place of business, she was
Joined by & man and another woman. Deputy Lindsay and Deputy
W. B. Freeman became sucspieious and trained the group. These
officers found three gallons of whiskey in the man's possession
and arrested the man and his two companions,

The officers of Ardmore had known that & band of thieves
had centered their headquarters about twenty-five or thirty
miles west of Ardmore, and this section had been wateched
eclosely sincae the big bank robbery at Longview, Texas. The
officers knew where Wallace, the &rrested mén, lived and,
while Wallace &nd the two women, who gave their names as Mrs.
Brown snd Miss Pruitt, were detalned in Ardmore, the deputies
formed & posse of fearless officers among whom were Los
Hart, J. H, Leathermsn, €. R. Dent, J. M. Reynolds, D. E.
Booker, W. H. Glover, and E., W. Hoberta.5 The group of offi-
cers set out &t night and reached the Wallace house at eight
o'clock the next morning. The offigcers closed in upon the
hide-out just as & man sprang through the rear window. This
individual was none other than Bill Dalton of the notorious
Dalton gang, Paying no attention to Hart's commend to surren-
der the fugitive ducked his head &nd made & dash for some
nearby timber. Hart gave Dalton another opportunity to
gurrender, but the bank robber's reply was & quick reach for
his own gun. Just at that moment Los Hart fired and killed
Bill Delton instently, June 8, 1394.6

5 phe Daily Ardmoreite, Ardmore, Oklahoms, I, No. 189, June
. R SRR

6 Ivid. I, No. 189.
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Dalton's body was brought to Ardmore in &n open wagon.
appollos and Gormen did the embalming, keeping the body two
or three weeks for identification. MNMrs. Brown, one of the
Ardmore visitors, proved to be Mrs. Bill Dalton.

Rewards for Dalton, the desparado who had staged
robberies from Eansse to California, totaled twenty-five
thousand dollars, This amount wae divided among the officers
who aided in his death, and "Los Hart, the officer who act-
ually fired the shot, won for himself & permanent plsce of
honor in the annals of the west."7

Gorman's undertaking establishment was destroyed by
fire in 1894, and as he earried no insurance, he suffered a
great loss, He, then, was employed by S&m Noland who oper-
ated a furniture business in Ardmore, Indian Territory. While
Gormen was assoclated with Noland, Captein J. S. Hammer, an
0ld union soldier who was then a United States marshal, ap=-
pointed him federal Jailet.s Gorman served in this capacity
for four years.

At this time the jail was nothing more than & low frame
building surrounded by & high picket fence. It was located
in the middle of the block on the north side of Main Street
between what is now A and B Streets, While Gorman was the
federal jailer, the jail was moved to the corner of B and
Main Street at the present location of the Thompgon Cafe.

The court house wae &also logcsted on this corner.

Ehe #Qgroita, Lrdmore, Oklahoma, XLIV, No. 228,
July

Reminisoenoea of Michael Gorman, February 7, 1939.
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In the four years that Gorman served &s Jjailer there
was not one eseape nor one death. Opce, while Gormesn was out
of town, a riot occurred over the food supply. Gorman handled
not only the eriminals but the drug addicts and the insane
ag well, all of whom found lodging in the jail,

Gorman resigned his position &g jailer when he and Joe
Berkshire formed & partnership and entered the fire insurance
bugsiness in 1898, It was while Gorman was engaged in this
work that he began making farm and city loans. He inspected
the lands and approved the loans for the insurance companies.,
He boasts of the fact that there was never a defsult nor a
foreslosure in any of his dealings with loans,

On April 16, 1898 an order was handed down by Judge
Townsend of the federal distriet court decreeing that the
town of Ardmore be ineorporcted &s a city of second claaa,g
and at the election held in July, the following city officials
were elected: John L. Galt, mayor; C. P. Van Denberg, A. J.
Wolverton, W..T. Gardner, Mike Gorman, A. i, Burch, aldermen;
Jack Seenlon, treasurer; W. M. Green, &ssessor and collector;
J. C. Graham, eity attorney. The other officials who were
appointed by the mayor and his councilmen were Dave Best,
recorder; John S. O'Mealey, chief of the fire department; A.
Ss Pulligm. city marshal; and J, W. M, Harper, street commis-

gioner.

Carter County Court House Record, April 16, 1898, Court
Journal No. 10, p. 466.

- Roy M., Johnson, Oklahome History South of the Canadian, I,
p. 439, 1926,
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Becuuse there were many difficult problems to be solved
by this first couneil, and the financial resources of Arde
more were 50 limited, Gorman and some other officials accepted
no financlal remuneration for thelr service to the small town,

On December 14, 1899 Ardmore was incorporated as a eity
of the firet alaaa,ll being under the mayor &nd aldermenie
form of government until January 7, 1909 when it changed to
the ocommission form of government.la The commission manager-
ial type of ocity government is now being used in Ardmore.

After serving the eity as alderman for five years, Gorman
resigned his position @as he had changed his residential add-
ress from C S¢treet Soutneast to G S¢reet Southwest.

In the meantime, Gorman had continued in the insurance
business, but when he decided to enter fha field of finance
in 1909, he &and his partner sold theilr insurance business to
Homer Hinkle and Mark Kirkpatrick. After Hinkle's death the
business was operated &s Hinkle and Wilson and today this
same company is owned and operated by L. T. Love.

" Gorman entered the banking field where he beceams asso-
ciated with the Bankers' National Bank of Ardmore in 1909,
Other banks of the city at this time were The First National
Bank and the City National Bank, The Bankers' National Bank
was reorgenized and the new title beceme the Guaranty State

Bank.

Carter County Court House Record, Court Journal No. 12,
pe. 332, December 14, 1899,

1% Carter County Court House Record, Charter of the City of
Ardmore, Filed with the Register of Deeds, Sept. 22, 1908,
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Although Mike Gormen was vitally interested in banking,
he, nevertheless, had his individual interests aside from
his true vocation, He espeeially liked to hunt, and he had
become very familiar with the land throughout the entire
county. This knowledge of the county made him an exception-
ally good trader of property.

In 1910 &an o0ld man, whom pioneers remember as Palmer,
wandered back to Ardmore after an absence of some twenty
years. Palmer told that he had drilled & well back in 1888
and that he had "struck oil“.l3 Ungble to find the old well
and distressed over his situation, the old o0il prospector
approached Mike Gorman who was very familiar with the land
in Carter County and showed him & map he had made of the re=-
gion in which the 0ld well was drilled. Gorman &agreed to ac-
company Palmer to the o0ld location. They drove "in & buggy"
to the vieinity west of Ardmore in search of the hidden
treasure. About sundown the two e&me upon & small cabin and
asked the ocoupants if they might spend the night. The next
morning Gorman and his peouliar o0ld companion met two men
who were riding horseback. The two riders were gquestioned
about the old well and one of the men remembered that a well
had been drilled for water but instead of water a "tarry sub-

14
stance"” had come from the well.

13
C. We Tomlinson, 0il and Gas Geoleogy of Carter County,
Oklahome Geclogic&l survey, EEIIe§§§ 10-7, Norman,
Oklahoma, September, 1928,

14

Reminiscences of Michael Gorman, February 7, 1939,



After Gorman and Palmer located the well, they rushed
back to Ardmore and awakened W. I. Cruce to tell him their
exeiting experience. Cruce had previously nade a deal with
& white man who had merried an Indian women to go with them
to Tishomingo, the land office of the Chickasaw Nation,

Under the inter-married surplus ruling, the white man could
lease from the Chickasaw Netion the land Gorman and Cruce
desired and then, he could make & deed to Gorman and Cruce.

Gorman later talked to Roy Johnson who had alresdy be-
come interested in the possibility of discovering oil in
the western part of Carter County. Roy Johngon, Edward Galt,
and Wirt Franklin, other business men of Ardmore, finally
persuaded J. M. Critehlow of Titusville, Pennaylvania to
drill & test well and on August 13, 1913 o0il was discovered
some thirty miles west of ﬁrdmore.l5 There was much ex-
citement throughout the entire stéete end soon the o0il field
had sttracted many people. Healdton, an old town of the
Chickasgaw Hation, seemed to grow up over night. The town of
Wilson, Oklahomsa had its origin with the beginning of the new
field. Carter County was destined to have one of the largest
fields of the entire southwestern part of the United States.

Mike Gormen continued in the banking field and witnessed
the reorganization of the Guaranty State Bank which became the

16
American National Bank November 23, 1921, This benk was

15
C. W. Tomlinson, Oil &nd Gas Gaolofg of Carter County,
Oklahoma Geologioa! Survey, Bulletin 40-%, Norman,

Oklahoma, September, 1928, p. 37.

. Roy M. Johnson, Oklahome History South of the Canadian,
I, p. 445, 1925.
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again reorganized and operated &s the imerican Bank and

Trust Company until 1932 when it met with failure. However,

the bank later paid one hundred per cent to its depositors.
Mjchael Gorman, better known as "Unele Iike Gormen™,

has a stimulating philosephy of life. His advice to the

youth of the land is to foilow the prineiples of thrift

ags he feels that thrift is the secret of most sucocessful lives.

Mr. Gorman is considered one of the moegt alert, enthusiastie,

and optimistiec of all the citizens of Carter County.
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CHAPTER III

JOHN BOYLE CARLOCK

In the small village of Carlock, Tennessee was born
John Hoyle Carlock on May 30, 1873. He was one of the third
generations of Carlocks in this section of Tennessee. The
village of his birth bears the name of John Carlock's grand-
father, James Caleb Carlock, & well known pioneer of the
region,

John Hoyle Carlock was one of four brothers whose mother
was an invalid. John &nd his brothers, Thomas, James, &nd
George Carlock attended the common schools of Carlock, Tenn-
essee for several years.

When Carlock was nineteen years of age, he taught school
for a term of three months in & little two room school near
his home. He hed received no special training for the teach-
ing profession &g he hsd attended only the public schools of
Carlock, Tennessee., The enrollment of this school was &about
seventy-five. Carlock received & monthly salary of twenty-
five dollars. While he was employed &s school master, Car-
lock lived in the home of a country merchant and paid six
dollars & month for board &nd room. He recalls that he pur-
chased & suit of "good clothes" for six dollars while he
was tesching.

John entered Grant University &t Athens, Tennescee when
he was twenty-one years of age and continued to pursue his

studies at this higher institution of learning for two years.
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In the year 1894 Tom and Jim Carlock, the two older
brothers, moved from their native state of Tennessee &nd
settled on & farm near Paris, Texas. In 1896, eager to
come "out west" and join his brothers who had preceded him
into the western territory, John Carlock moved from Tennesses
to Texas and shortly thereafter migrated to the Indian Terri-
tory.

In 1897 young Carlock became asgsociated with the United
States Survey in the Indian Territory.l The Dawes Commission
was then engaged in the surveying of the territory which
was to be divided among the Indisns. Carlock continumed as
an agent of the Dawes Commission until 1905 when the work
of the allotment of lands to the Indians wag virtuslly com-
pleted and the committee was disbanded. The remaining work
was earried out by the Secretary of the Interior.

In 1905 John Hoyle Carlock was united in marriage to
Miss Cora Wheeler, the beautiful young daughter of Monroe
Wheeler of Ardmore, Indian Territory. Mr. and Mrs. John H,
Carlock made Ardmore their permenent home and they have con-
tributed much to the political, economic, &and moral develop=-
ment of Carter County.

After resigning his position with the Dawes Commission
in 1905, Carlock entered the real estate business, For many

years W. gawrenae Cruce and Lee Cruce, the second governor of

Oklahom&, were his business partners. Carlock has witnessed

1 Reminiscences of John Hoyle Carlock, Januery 27, 1939,

. igggph B. Thoburn, Standard History of Oklahoma, II, p. 868,
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mény ohénges from the Indian Territory Days to the present
gtatehood days. He has alded in the pioneering of his county;
he has partiecipated in its development from & very simple

to & very complex mode of living,

After the organization of the state of Oklshoma in 1907,
there was quite & large demsnd for land, and of course, the
prospective purchasers desired to see the land., The chief
means of transportation in the county was the horse and buggy.
Carlock and his partners took the land seekers to 2l1ll corners
of the county. In contragting the mode of travel in the
year 1907 with that of the present day, Mr. Carlock recalls,
"If we went to the extreme northern of western part of the
county, it was necessary to spend the night and return to
Ardmore the next day, Today, in our automobiles we can
cover the same territory in two honra.“s

Knowing Carlock to be one of the outstanding honest
citizens of Ardmore, the officials of the Santa Fe Railroad
Compéany appointed him to serve &s mediator between the Ard-
moreites and the representatives of the railroad company &t
& eritical time in the history of the city.

About two-twenty o'clock on the afternoon of September
27, 1915 Ardmore, Oklahom&a experienced the most terrible
disaster of its entire history. A tank car containing about
two hundred-fifty barrels of high gravity gesoline which
wag standing on & railroad track in the Santa Fe yards be-

came ignited. The result was an explosion that came near

% Reminiscences of John Hoyle Carlook, January 27, 1939,
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wiping the eity of Ardmore entirely off the map.

The union passenger station was located threshundred
feet northwest of the tank whiech held the potent liquid, but
no one was fatally injured at this point., Forty-six persons
were killed and several hundred suffered from injury and
shoek throughout the entire c¢ity. The property damage was
great,

At this time J. M. Hoard, acting mayor of Ardmore, with
& committee of Ardmoreites, conferred with the representa-
tives of the Santa Fe Railroad Comp&ny to name & claims
adjustor., John Carlock, who was engaged in real estate
business in Ardmore, was appointed to this position of ad-
justor of claims, Carlock, honest &and sincere, assisted his
fellow-citizens, but he also dealt fairly with the railroad
company. HNearly one million dollars were paid in ¢laims
filed by Ardmore ce¢itizens ugainst the Santa Fe Railroad
Company.4

Carlock continued in the real estate business until he
was appointed ehairmen of the exemption board of Carter
County during the time of the World War. Other members of
this board were Doctor Walter Hardy, an outstanding physi- .
cisl of Ardmore, end John L. Galt, the city's first mayor.
All three members were held in the very highest respect by

4 Reminiscences of John Hoyle Carlock, Janusry 27, 1939.

b
Roy M. Johnson, Oklahoms History South of the Canadian,
I, p. 439, 1925,
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the majority of citizens. The exemption board had the largest
enrollment of any board in the entire mtate of Oklahoma,
Carlock continued in this capacity until the close of the war,
Always eager to do his "bit" for hies country, state,
and nation, Carlock refused to ascept the salary of $3700
presentzd to him by the federal government of the United
States. This willingness to0 serve his community and his
government with no gelfish motive in view is indicative of
the true character of this upright citizen.
Thus, Carter County, under such efficient leaders &s
John Hoyle Carlock and Judge J. Robert Gilliam, chairman of
the Carter County Couneil of Defense, did its part towerd
winning the great war. A concise statement of the various
war campaigng of Carter County is here tam‘nmj.t.tcad:'r
Furnished approximately 2800 men for army, navy, and
merine corps service.
Furnished 1200 for semi-military service in government
plents.
Exceeded every war work quota but one after the county
became well orgenized--Failed in only two cemp2igna be-
fore organization was completed.
First Red Cross Campaign, quote, $28,000; paid in $25,000.
First Liberty Loan Campesign, guota $310,000; subseribed
$385,000,
Seeond Iiberty Loan Campaign, quota, $810,000; subscribed

E Reminiseences of John Hoyle Carlock, January 27, 1939.
7

The Daily Ardmoreite, Ardmore, Oklahoma, XXVI, No. 84,
Jenuary %, :
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$900,000.

Fourth Liberty Loan Campaign, quota $830,609; subseribed
$1,176,000.

First Y., ¥, C. 4. Campaign, quota $12,000; subseribed
$8,000.

Second Y. M. C. A, Campaign, quote $42,000; subscribed
$36,000.

Christmes Red Cross Campaign (1917), quotae $6,336;
subseribed $10,150.

Mey 1918, Red Cross Campaign, quota $40,000; subseribed
$85,000.

Wer Savings Stemps Campaign, guota $507, 620, all of
which was pledged.

While Mr. John Carlock was serving his country so

efficiently during the World War, his wife, Mrs. Carlock,

was attracting much attention for her splendid work as chair-
men of the Red Cross canteen hut committee., Mrs, Carlock was
recognized as one of Ardmore's most valuable workers during
the war. She was credited with the erection of the Red Cross
Hut of Ardmore which was considered one of the best to be
found between Kansas City, Missouri, and Galveston, Tex&a.a
Because of Ardmore's locution and the schedule of trsins,

the canteen hut was kept open longer hours than most of the

other huts of the stats.

8
The Deily Ardmoreite, Ardmore, Oklshoma, XXV, No. 140,
February 22, 1918.
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At the olose of the World War Charles Certer, & repre-
gentative fro® Carter County, ssked John Carlock to serve as
postmaster in the Ardmore office. Carloeck asccepted this
eppointment and served very efficiently for a period of ten
months until & regular postmaster could be selected. When
Carlock accepted the representative's appointment &s post-
magter in 1919, Ardmore was without any rural free mail de-
livery.g Retlizing the benefits of sueh service to Ardmore
and the surrounding territory, Carlock put forth mush effort
to procure rural free delivery of maile, No other city the
glze of Ardmore in the whole United States was without this
service. The city hod no more detrimental advertisement
than the faet that there was not @& single free delivery mail
routa., Carlock realized that when the routes were established,
the federal authorities would ingist upon keeping the roads
in the best possible eondition.

In the year of 1919 three members of the Demooratic
Party asnnounced their candidacy for the senatorial race from
the distriet which consiste of Carter, Love, and Murray
Counties. The campsign was beginning to take on much politi-
cal color when the three candidates called upon Nr. Carlock
and implored him to become the senatorial oandidate.lo Re=-
cognizing the magnetic personality of Carloek, all three of
the men promised to withdraw from the race. Under these

The Qg;lg Ar%ggreite, Ardmore, Oklahoma, XXVI, No. 103
January 20, . A ¢ X

The Daily Ardmoreite, Ardmore, Oklahoms, XXVII, No. 48,
mber 4, 1910.



eircumstances, Carlock agreed to announce his candidacy for
senator from district eighteen. In view of the faet that the
citizens in generel believed in Mr. Carlook and his ability
to execute the duties of the office, he was elected to the
Oklahome State Senate with no opposition either in the
Demoeratic Primeries or in the general election in November.
Carlock was the successor to Senator Fred Tuecker in the
eighty assembly of theagglahoma Senate.

The people of this district made no mistake when they
eleocted John Carlock to represent them. Csrlock took his
dutiees seriously and he exerted every effort to merit the
honor which an edmiring and trusting constituency bestowed
upon him, He was recognized as one of the strong men of the
senate, and when the presiding offioé; of the eighth session
of the Oklahoma Senate announced his appointments, Senator
Carloek was named upon the following committees: O0il and
Gas; Appropriations, Banks &nd Banking; Fees and Salaries;
Mines and Manufacturing; Roads and Highways.ll

The "Senator from Carter" was named chairman of the 0il
and Ges Committee which was of paramount importance to the
interests of this section of Oklahoms &g 0il had been dis-
covered in the Healdton field only a few years previously.

Senator Jim Draughan &lso represented this distriet in
the eighth general gssembly of the Oklahoma Senate.

Mr. caﬁlook served in both the eighth and ninth sessions
of the Oklahoma Senste. At the end of his second year of

11 Ardmoreite, Ardmore, Oklahoma, XXVI, No. 256,

The
3‘&!3’ . 1§I9. .
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service to his state in this capacity, he was unanimously
selected by his colleagues as the chairman of the Appropria-
tions Commission, This election revealed the great confidence
that his co-workers had in the "Senator from Carter™, and

true to their trust, he served with outstanding proficiengye.

Carlock recalls the many interesting contaects he made
while he was & member of the Oklahoma Legislature. He became
agquainted with leaders throughout the state, &nd several
lagting friendships had their beginning during his senator-
ial term, dating from 1919 to 1923,

During the year 1922 the senate was in session nearly
nine months as the senators acted &s judges in the empe&éche-
ment case of the Governor, J. C. Walton.l2

Carter County experienced &« erisis in the fight between
the lawless element and the upright faction over the liguor
problem, John H. Carlock, & gentleman of honor &nd high
morsls, wag one of & committee of five to e2ll upon Governor
J. B. A, Robertson concerning this condition in the county.
The Governor cooperated and the result was the ousting of
Buck Garrett, the sheriff, who was replsced by Ewing London

13
in 1922.

At the close of his senatorial term, Carlock mede a
public announcement that he would never zgain be & candldate
for a publie office and to this date he has kept his promise.
However, the political life was very fascinating to Carlock

.4 Reminiscences of John Hoyle Carlock, January 27, 1939.

% Ibid.
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and he has often felt & keen desire to re-enter the field.

After retiring from the Oklahoma Senate, John H., Car-
lock continued to serve his county and state in any movement
in which he felt he could further the progress of good
government, John Carlock was appointed a member of the
Board of Regents of the University of Oklahoma,l4 & post
he held from 19256 to 1932,

Doctor W. B, Bizzell, President of the University of
Oklahoma, &ppreciated Carlock's services as & member of the
Board of Regents and wrote, "I write to tell you how much
I regret that yowr long and helpful service as a member of
the Board of Regentes is soon to end. A4As you know, I have
eome to le&an very heavily upon you and I =m going to miss
your wise counsel and encouragement zreatly. You probably
will never get eredit for all the good thinge you have done
for the Universgsity. Unfortunately, the public does not know
very much about matters of this kind."

John Hoyle Cerlock, Junior, the only son of J. H. Car-
-loot, was gradusted from the University of Oklahoma while
his father served as a regent of the board. The younger
Carloek took his Doctor of Medicine degree from Tulane
University @nd has now established himself as & practicing
physician in Ardmore, Oklahomé,.

Even though Carloek has never sought public office but

once in his entire 1life, he has always been sensitive to the

" Zoe A, Tilghmen, "The Significance of the University

Inaugural™, Harlow's Weekly, Oklahoma City, Oklashoma,
XXVIII, No. 7, February 13, 1926.
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political situations of his county and state, Hesq)ea%.g ]t%?agt
every true citizen should be well informed regarding the
conditions of his country and that one should at a2ll times
exercise his franchise privilege. He was sincere in this
belief when he said, "I have always been sctive in politics
and feel it to be the duty of every citizen teo be ao.“15
Carlock proved his belief when he acted as chairman of the
Citizens' Committee in what was called the Fire Bell Campaign.
It was due largely to the efflcient snd sincere leadership
of its chairmen that thie committee wes successful in de-
feating at the polls many "unsound” measures initiated by
Willism (Bill) Hurray.ls

During the present adminisgtration we have seen the
rise of new methods of solution whiech have been applied to
governmental problems. =

John Carlook was elected chalrman of the Public Works
Comnmission though he had no knowledge of this until after
the eleetion. Senator Thomas P. Gore and Senator Elmer
Thomas recommended John Carlock, LArdmore business man, for
appointment &s Public Works Administrater for Oklahoma.
Commenting upon the Carlock recommendztion, Senator Gore said,
"Mr., Carloeck is very well qualified for this important po-
gition, is known throughout Oklahoma, &nd has the confidence
generally of the whole atata."l7 After he had served in

this chairman ship for one year, he was made director of

i The Dail ﬁrdmoreits Ardmore, Oklahoma. IL Ho. 205

June p

i The Tnlaa Daigx World, Tulea,. Oklahoma, Jnne 25 19§5? =




the Federal Housing Assoeiation of Oklahoma,

In 1937 Carlock resigned his position as direetor of
the Federal Housing Assoeiation and he is now engaged in
banking, etook raising, and farming in Carter County. OCar-
lock serves &g chairman of the board of directors of The
Exehange National Bank of Ardmore, Oklahoms, He owns and
operates several farme throughout the county where he super-
vises stock-raising.

Although John Carlock has always led en active business
life, he has also given much of his time to the morasl develop-
ment of his community. He has sacted as chairman of the
Board of Stewards of the First Methodist Church of Ardmore
for fifteen years; he has been & loyal teacher of the lMen's
Bible Clase of hie church over & period of many years, and
he now serves the ehurch in this eapacity.

For many years the First Methodist Chureh was located
on the corner of Broadway &nd B, Street Northwest. When the
old building was no longer adequate for the needs of the con-
gregation, the present edifice waes erected on the corner of
Main and E Street Northwest. John Carlock was made chairmen
of the building committee and the costliest chureh of &ll
Southern Oklahom& was bullt under his superviesion. The
approximate cost was $300,000,

Carlock has been & member of the Mesonic Order for
thirty-six years. Carlock's hobby is golf, He is an active
pérticipant in the Rotary Club and other civie organizations
in Ardmore. His interests are so varied and his contacte are
8o far reaching that he has the distinetion of being one of



the most popular leaders ever produced in Carter County,

Oklahoma,
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CHAPTER 1V

GEORGE WESLEY COFFMAN

George Wesley Coffman, one of seventeen children, is of
Duteh-English descent. He was born in 1873 on & seven hundred
acre cotton plentation in Llabama, At the early age of six
years, he, with his parents, moved to & small farm in Shole
Creek, & border town of Tennessee, where the family lived
for many ye&rs.,

When George Coffman was about seventeen years of age,
his father became an invalid and 8ll the responsibilities of
the farm were assumed by the four oldest sons. Even though
educational opportunities were extremely limited in this very
small rural community, these brothers did attend school from
one to three months annually.

Though his father discouraged his leaving the farm,
young George, desiring an education, made arrangements by
which he could attend & boarding school taught by Herbert
Walker and his sister, Miss Dezzie Welker. The next year
Herbert Walker and his sssistant, W. D. Davidson, taught in
& parochial sechool in Pulaski, Tennessee which Coffman attended.

In the meantime Coffmen's oldest brother, who had be-
gun the study of law, encouraged his brother, George, to do
likewige. George Coffman admired & brilliant young lawyer
of Pulaski very muoch and decided to enter his office to learn
whet he eould of that profession. About the second time he
went there to study he wes met at the door by the lawyer who
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was entirely too playful with @ revolver becsuse of hig in-
toxicated eondition. Young George wae frightened out of
the building never to eontinue with the study of law,

In the days of Coffmen's youth, back in Tennessee, many
physiciens attended lecture courses for & period of five or
8ix months &nd then were eligible to practice medicine. There
wee & county health physieian who invited George to read
medicine with him. In spite of the faect that Mr. Coffman
declined the invitation, he felt for many years that he had
mede & major mistake.

Instead of attending the lecture courses with the county
doetor, he chose to enter Abernathy Brothers' School for
Boya for the next few months. He next attended Giles College
in Pulasski; the course preseribed by this college was
equivalent to the present day high school work.

Mr. Coffman did not prepare himeself to become & tesacher
but circumstances forced him into his first term of teaching,
His eldest brother who had been assieting him with his edu-
oatioﬁ met with financisl disappointment and George was
thrown on his own resources. Becsuse of the friendship
with the eldest Coffman brother, the county superintendent
"gave" George W. Coffman a certificate permitting him to
teach in the county. The dertificate was granted to him
in 1895, and he taught his first school which was called
Mud-Bottom in 1896, He received & monthly salary of $22.50

1
for his services. After teaching two "successful terms"”

¥
Contract, Issued in Giles County, Tennessee, 1895,
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&t Mud-Bottom, Coffman went to Minnow Ford, Tennessee where
he taught four months annually for & period of four years,

One of lr. Coffman's brothers had moved to Oklahoma
while George was getting his first experience &s a school
teacher. The brother lived on a farm about one mile west
and one-half mile south of the present Elmore City in Gar-
vin County, Oklahoma. He had four sons who were in grest
need of "some schooling” so he sent for his young brother,
George, to come "out to Oklahoma" and begin & subseription
sehool, Eagh pupil paid & monthly tuition of $l.25. He
gathered eighty pupils together and for his first school
house he used an o0ld log ¢abin that had previously been a
home. Everything ran smoothly with the newly created school
for about two and one-h&lf months. One afternoon when school
wesg dismissed, the sixty-five pupils present that day went
heppily home, but the following morning only six reappesred.
A gmall pox epidemic had been rumored &nd the school wes
diseontinued for the rest of the term.

An Indian agent "cheeked Coffman out of the Elmore
City Sehools" and sent him to Enterprise in Carter County
where he remained for itwo years. He received a salary of
thirty-five dollars a month and free board. Coffman who
was graduslly progressing in his teaching career moved to
Broek, & small school distriet about eight miles southwest
of Apdmore, the seat of Carter County. The school &t Brock
was & subsoription school, &lso. In the meantime, his mother
haed come from Pulaski, Tennessee to visit her sons in Okla-

homa, When she wished to return home, she requested her son,
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George, to accompany her. He did return to his 0ld home
town in Tennessee and remained a little over & year, finding
employment in & dry goods store.

Hearing of Coffman's outstanding work while he was in
Brock, the residents of Cheek, & small district twenty miles
from Ardmore, wrote to the sehool master and offered him
the "exorbltant" salary of fifty dollars & month. Coffman
gave this offer muech meditation., "Should he leave his
Tennessee home again?" was his main consideration. He had
by this time grown very fond of the tesehing field. He felt,
too, that he would like to make Oklehomsa his permanent home.
30 in 1904, when George Wesley Coffmen was married to Miss
Mary Btta Tacker of Tennessee, the bridegroom accompanied by
his bride came back to Carter County and sccepted the school
&t Cheek, From that date, Mr, &nd Mres, George W. Coffman
heve been recogalzed &s outstanding Christian leaders in the
communities in which they have lived.,

In 1905 Coffman was appointed =s tescher of the Brock
school in the Chickasaw Nation. His certificate to tecch was
granted by the Depertment of Interior from the government
office at Tishominge, Indian Territory.a The government pro=-
vided a term of eight months that year for the Broeck school.

The two room school at Sullivan, located between New-

port and Deese north of Lone Grove, employed lMr, Coffman
for the school term in 1906,

g Contract (certificate) Tishomingo, Indian Territory, 1905.
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Hearing of the vacansy in the school at Orr, in Love
County, Coffman applied and secured the position which paid
a monthly salary of $67.50 which was more than he had ever
received to that date, In recalling the contents of the
physiology texts of the carly 1900's, Coffman observed that
these texte discussed fully the effects of intoxiecante, At
this period in our history many groups were striving to
meke the use of all intoxicating liguors illegal, Of course,
the result of this national movement was the passage of the
eighteenth amendment.

Coffman, an honest Christian who had slways been opposed
to liquor, diseussed with his pupils, as he followed the text
in physiology, the detrimental effects of intoxicants. Two
of his pupils, almost as large in size as their teacher,
pretending to think thet the school mester was directing his
remarks against the sctions of their older brothers, resented
his honest efforts to instruet and hurried home to miscon-
strue purposefully the teacher's lesctures. Within a few
days George Coffman wae warned by & friend that the "whiskey
group" wee determined to "get him“.5

Coffmen wae not alarmed over the threat, but his friend
brought him & gun in order that he might have some means of
self protection if the group should earry out their threat.
One evening, as Mr, Coffman was returning from the post office,
two of the members of this rough faction approached him. As
they were intoxicated at this moment, he told them he wanted

’ Reminiscences of George W. Coffman, Ardmore, Oklahoms,
January 16, 1939.
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no dealings with them. During the quarrel which ensued,
Coffman was forced to knoek one man to the ground. He then
setarted home to get his gun. Mrs. Coffm&n, convineed that
the men were lawless, persua2ded her husband to remain at
home that night. The group continued to m&ke trouble for
the school tescher until the end of the school term.

Mr. Coffmen, always & peace loving and gentle indi-
vidual, moved out of the community to ascept & more desir-
&ble position at Province, & village nine miles e@st of Ard-
more, where he remained for the next two yesrs. Here he
received &n eighty dollar monthly remuneration, He came
to Ardmore, his present home, in 1911,

Coffmen taught several years in the rural schools of
Carter County before he applied for & teaching position in
Ardmore. Mrs, Mary Niblseck, Superintendent of Public
Instructioa in Certer County from 1908 to 1912,4 once said
of Mr, Coffman, "He is one of the best and most desirable
tesachers we have ever had in Carter County. His 1nfluanoé
is very helpful to &all."

Coffmen gradually climbed in hie profession in prominence
and efficiency. C. W. Richarde, the superintendent of Ard-
more city schools, employed Coffmén &g principal of Jeffer-
son school at the monthly salary of $80.00 for & term of
nine months.

Jefferson School is one of the four elementary schools

of Ardmore, Oklahoma, This school is locuted at E and Carter

. Court House Record, Office of the County Superintendent,
(1908-1912).
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Street Southeast. The other elementsry schools are Lincoln
of Southwest Lrdmore, Franklin of Northwest Ardmore, &and
Wushington of the Northeast part of the eity.

Jefferson School wes a brick building of eight rooms
when Coffmen was elected to itsprincipalship. It was while
Coffman wae prineipal of Jefferson School that the enroll-
ment of thuat section of the city grew until the eight rooms
could no longer &ceommodste the group. In 1914 the build-
ing wus enlarged to twelve rooms, end at the present
writing the most modern commodious building is being erected
under his personal supervision.

This growth of population was not peouliar to Jeffer-
son Sehool, however. The entire eity of Ardmore was growing
rapidly as oil had been diseovered in the Healdton field
thirty miles west of Ardmore in 1913.5 Ardmore's population
increased from 8,000 to 20,000 between the years 1913 to
1920.6

Not having &n adequate building, the high sehool classes
were held in the Carnegie Library, but in the year following
Coffman's arrival in Ardmore, the high school building was
erected at its present site on the corner of Horth Washington
and Second Avenue Northwest.

C. W. Riochards who served Ardmore as the c¢ity superin-
tendent of schools for fourteem years (1911-1925) was
considered an outstanding educator of the entire stute. He

5
C. Woe Tomlinson, 0il and G&s Geolo of Carter Coun
Oklahoms Geological Survd"‘"BuIIe%in men, Gglahoma.
September, 1928, p. 37.

Bulletin, Chamber of Commerce Reports, Ardmore, Okla., 1928,
Pe 8.

 }
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was quick to see the excellent teaching qualities of Mr,
Coffmen and increased his salary from $80.,00 to $105.00
monthly.

After oompleting his sixth year &s principal of Jeffer~
gon School, Coffman aspired to the office of County Super-
intendent of Public Instruection in Carter County. Coffman
was highly respected by &2ll who knew him and having served
thirteen years in varioug districts of Carter County, he was
well qualified for this county position to which he wsas
elected in 19187 by an overwhelming ma jority. In this publiec
office the remunerstion was $116.23 monthly for twelve months
of the ye&ar.

At fhs time George W. Coffman served as county super=-
intendent there were one and two recom sehool houses. Healdton
and Wilson had larger aéhools &s these towns had grown rapidly
from 1913, the year of the discovery of oil.

The World War wae being fought while Coffman held this
guperintendency and everything was in turmoil. He recalls
"teachers were in gresat demand and meny teachers who could
produce only third grade certific: tes were employed &t
$150.00 monthly."B Much of Coffman's time wae spent in or-
genizing governmental drives, sueh ag bonds and Red Cross
drives thet were handled through the office of the county

gsuperintendent.

! Carter County Court House Record, Office of County Super-

intendent, Ardmore, Oklahoma, 1918,

¢ Reminiscences of Mr., G. W. Coffmen, Ardmore, Okla., Jan. 17,
1939.



Mr, Coffman's recelection to & second term of tw years
proved that the people of Carter County had great eonfidence
in his ability in this ospacity. He did many worthwhile
things while he was superintendent. The Carter County
Spelling Bee, organized while he was & rural tescher, became
most outstanding while he waes superintendent, Boys and girls
from every ocorner of the gounty would sssemble at the Carter
County Court Hpuse &t regular intervals for these enjoyable
events, Coffman recalls, "sometimes we would spell all day
and way into the night; and all had fun., G. P. Selvidge,
also an educsator, helped me pronounoe."g

Sinee Mr, Coffmen had been & teacher of rural districts
for many years, he wus efficient in his assistance to younger
and lese experienced teachers. His eriticismg were con-
structive and everyone sppreéciated the willing spirit in
which he did his work. ;

While Coffman was County Superintendent of Public In-
struetion (Elect), he wes honored by an invitation to address
the body of state teschers at the Oklahoma Edusational Associa-
tion whioh met in Oklshoma City, Oklahom&a, in 1918.10

Coffmen served only one year &nd three months of his
second term as county superintendent before he tendered his
resignation to the County Commissioners. He resigned in order

that he might again assume the prineipalship of Jefferson

¢ rvia.

10 mye Deily Ardmoreite, Ardmore, Oklehoms, XXV, No. 140,
Feﬁruary 22, .
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School where he has remained to the present day.

After teaching some thirty years, lMr. Coffman received
his Bachelor of Arts Degree from Southeastern Stete Teachers
College of Durant, Oklahom&, in the summer of 1930. Desiring
to keep informed &s to the new tesching methods, Coffman has
attended either the summer or regular gession at this college
for twenty-three consecutive yéars.ll

The School Masters' Glnb, which was organized in 1933
by Mr. J. J. Godbey, then Superintendent of Ardmore City
Sehools (1925-1936), is at present 2n sative orgsnization of
which Mr, Coffman is a member, This outstanding school man
has served many terms &s the president of Carter County
Teachers Assoeiation.

The people of sll Carter County and, espeeially those
of the southeast sestion of Ardmore, love and respect Coff-
mén for his untiring service to them. Since his &rrival in
Ardmore, he has alwaye been & gonspicuous participant in all
worthwhile movements for the betterment of Ardmore and
Southern Oklahomé,

His home is located one block from Jefferson Sehool and
only two blocks from the Emmenuel Baptist Churceh of which
he is & very active member. He has served that congregation
in meny different cepacities. For csome twenty years he has
been Chairman of the Board-of Deagons., He has also served
&8 Superintendent of the Sunday Sehool, as Choir Director,

and ae & teacher of the Men's Bible Class,

2 one Daily Oklshomen, Oklashome Clty, Oklshoms, July 22, 1930,
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With all his varied duties Mr., Coffman finds time for
interest and service in civic problems, He takes delight
in supervising the work of & Boy Scout troop and a Cub or-
ganization,

Today, at the age of sixty-six, George Wesley Coffman
still meintains his leasdership in school cireles of Carter
County and his moral influence over the citizenship of his
ward. He hes seen much progrees in both the educational
theories and praetices of this county. He has served in
the Ardmore Public Schools under four different administra-
tions. If i1t were possible to summarize the whole charascter
of this noble school man, George Wesley Coffman, into one
thought, the word "loyalty" could best be applied. His
prinecipal objeective is to be loyal to the school adminis-

tration and to the people he so conscientiously serves.
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CHAPTER V

CHARLES CHRISTIAN WEITH

From Valparaiso, Indiana came Doctor Charles Christian
Weith who WGE destined to become one of the most ecolorful
figures of Carter County, located in the Southern part of the
gtate of Oklashome. Thie long tiresome journey was made so
that Welth might be present at the opening of the Cherokee
Strip.l

Agoompanied by many others, Weith, an excellent rider,
dashed into Oklahoma to find the Sooners &lresdy hers., He
and his companions orossed most of the Texas Panhandle where
they made the historic race into the territory. He was at
what is now BEnid, Oklahoma the day that city was born, &nd
the pistol shot which proclaimed the opening of the Cherokee
Strip always remeined fresh in his mind,

Charles Christian Weith, born in Wurtemberg, Germeny,
in 1859 came to the United States with his parents &t the age
of nine yaara.a Three years later he was left an orpham by
the death of both parents. He worked on & farm until he was
twenty years of age. Veith attended school in & little red
school house in rural Indiasna. ILater, he attended the oity
schools of Cincinnati, Ohio for & perlod of a yesr, but he

1 pue Daily Oklehomsn, Oklahoms City, Oklahoms, July 1, 1928.
The Cherokee p was opened in 1893,

2 1via., May 27, 1934,



48

wag aetually self-taught. He always paid and believed that
no one is educated until he learns to think., He had no con-
fidenoce in the oid adage, "One can't teach &an old dog new
tricks”.

Although Charles Christian Weith never had the opportunity
to graduate from any institution of higher leerning, he studied
continuously and was admitted by exeminations to three pro-
fessions, He was & member of the bar, both of EKansas and
Oklahoma, He practiced only & short time, and hoassted that
he never defended & criminal, Weith felt that this experience
in law was always helpful to him in his ministerial career
ag it helped to make him capable of seeing both sides of &
question.

Weith sctually tsught schocl a total of thirteen years
in three states. Reverend C. C. Weith admitted he resisted
the ministry as long as was pogsible, but in his latter years,
looking back, he eould see he was being led into the minis-
terial fleld in spite of himself, He felt for many years
that he should preach but he did not want to follow that pro-
fession. "It looke &s though I drifted into the ministry but
I know now thet I was being led into it,™ he observea.s

Shortly after his &rrivel in Oklahoms, Doctor Weith be-
cume principal of the Chickasha icademy. There were no pub-
lic schoole in Chickasha at the time. In 1897, while he wes
principal of this Academy, he was called upon by &n elder of
the churoh he wag attending, to substitute for the pastor.

 Ibid., Mey 27, 1934.
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He had been studying for the ministry but had not definitely
decided to enter the field., He accepted the elder's invita-
tion, however, &and while he was substituting for the pastor,
he became thoroughly convinced that he wanted to devote his
entire life to the work of the ministry. In 1898 he became
the stated supply of the Presbyterian Church at Jefferson
where he served that congregation for & period of two years,

In 1898 he married Mies FNellie Rogers of Kansas who was
always & great inspiration to him in his chosen profession,

In 1899 a member of his eongregation at Jefferson said
of his sermon, "It was the best sermon I had heard in the
Strip“.4 ' '

On February 21, 1900, Doctor Charles Christian Welith
received a letter from the Ardmore Presbyterian Church ask-
ing him "to arrange & week day trip to Ardmore”. He arrived
in Ardmore February 26, 1900 and Doctor Redfield met Doctor
Welth. Weith "lodged" at the Redfield's home that night.

While Weith was in Ardmore, he preached in the evening
to & gemall audience. Weith called upon & few of the leadere
of the Presbyteriasn Chureh among whom were Doctor &nd Nrs.
Bogie, lrs. Morgan, Mrs. Melesughlin, and ¥r. and Mrs., Sam
Noble. At this time the Presbyterisen Chureh of Ardmore, Okla-
hom&, & very smell strugzling mission chureh, had only &
membership of fifty-one loyal souls. This mission hed been
gstarted by the board of home missions prior to 1896. The

4 Charles Christian Weith's Diary; the Diary consists of
fifty volumes and dates from 1898 to his Eeath in 1937,
11, 1899.
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songregation was congidering two other candidates when Weith
was invited to visit and preach.

On March 1, 1900, Weith "settled with the Ardmore group
for $15,00 and started homa“.5 Before many days had passed
the chosen minlister received a letter from Redfield of the
Ardmore Presbyterian Church announeing his call to that small
town in Southern Indian Territory which had a population of
6,000. Welth arrived in Ardmore the lest day of March and
on April 1, 1900 he preached his first sermon in his new
looation.6 That same week, April 6, 1900, Mrs. Weith and
Karl, the only child of the Weith family, came to Ardmore
and the three were soon to bury their roots deep into the
g0il of the new territory &and leave & vegetation rich in its
contribution, Indeed, Charles Christian Weith was very pro-
minent and played an important role in the pioneering of Ard-
more. He shared with others the building of an agrigultural
town of 6,000 in 1900 to & ecity of 20,000 population in 1918.
VWeith, with others, wateched the smsll town chsnge from the -
simple to the complex mode of living.

Ardmore, the county seat of Carter County, from the time
of its first birthday until 1913 was dependent upon cattle
and cotton for its economic development, but in the year 1913
0il was dlscovered in Carter County which boomed Ardmore's
population to & new height for the next few years. Along

with this growth in population came the inoreased lawlessness

 rbid., II, 1900.

® rbia., 11T, April 1, 1900.
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thaet is always present around any "boom town",

Reverend Charles Christian Weith wes & person of out-
standing moral ocharscter a&nd he possessed an over abundance
of determination. The town was growing so rapidly that the
citizens of the earlier dafs realized the importance of attempt-
ing to "elean up" the town for the sake of those who made their
permanent homes in Ardmore., Reverend Weith helped to orgenize
the ministerisnl assoeciation of Ardmore and he was &n active
leader in the fight to make Carter County a better place in
which to live. Reverend Gray, Masters, and Lewis, other
ministers of Ardmore, "took up the matter of open saloons,
liquor stores, and other places of vice,"” These four men
organized their work so that the evidence presented to the
citizenship of the town would expose the whole affair. Lewis,
the Methodist minister, disguised as & farmer, purchaésed
whiskey and Johnson, & Baptist preacher, ascisted Lewis in
the investigation. Other goods were bought by & detective
in the cmploy of the ministerisl alliance as evidence., Isch
bottle was lsbelled with the date of purchese and the name of
the men from whom it was pnrohaae&.? At one time during the
fight for & cleaner county, Doctor Weith had enough whiskey
in his attie to send him to jail for life.

The sheriff, raalizing that the presachers were determined
to carry their evidence to the eitizens of the town, ordered
"lids down". However, the churehmen went agein after the

sheriff's order and bought more liquor.

7 Ibid., XVI, June 16, 1913,
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In one of his sermons on vice, Doctor Weith displayed
& bottle of the whiskey bought at "Terry's™ to prove that
the town was still selling intoxieating drinks even after
the orders issued from the sheriff's office.

On June 22, 1913 there was & mass meeting at the Metho-
dist Church, Affidavits were reasd and the liguor wag dis-
played to prove that if preachers were zble to find the places
that were selling whiskey, the officers certeinly eould.

This sction stirred the memberships of the various churches.

The péastors next sent & statement to the prese concerning
their position in regard to the liguor gueetion. Gray and
Welth interviewed Bleakmore, a city officiesl, and supplied
him with & copy of their affidavits and the names of the
witnesses.

On June 24, 1913 a public meeting was held in the aud-
itorium of the Baptist Church where "I. R. Mason made &
foolish speech in behalf of Mayor Roberts and Reverend C. R.
Gray skinned him alive. Mayor Roberts made & puerile defense
and everybody pitied him for his imbeeility and 1noompatence."8
At this meeting & committee wae asppointed to c&ll upon Booker,
the police officer, Garret, the sheriff, and the City Conm-
missioners. Only & temporary agreement was reached at this
time, however, but the upright faction of the oity eontinued
the struggle for several years which finally resulted in the
ousting of the county sheriff.

® Ivia., XVI, June 24, 1913,
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Although Doctor C. C. Weith was a fighter when he was
convineed of the need of a war, he was &lso & man of the ut-
most kindness and gentleness &s is best shown in his tender=-
ness toward his wife who wae an invalid for many years before
her death., Nellie Hogers Weith died of tuberculosis in 1913,
but as evidence of her husband's truly deep religious nature,
he wrote eonoerning hér death, "You &re aleo with me for
soul oan communicate with soul even though one hse left the
boﬁy".g

When Doetor C. C. Weita first came to Ardmore, the little
Presbyterian Church was on the west end of the block where
the present high sehool building now stands, Three yesrs
later in 1907 when the Cumberland Presbyterisn Church and The
First Presbyterien Church united, the little frame structure
wags moved to its present site on the sorner of West Broad-
way and C Street Hortawest. In 1916 the present handsome
edifice was erected. On the lot adjoining the chureh was
built the little white meénse where Doctor C. C. Weith made
hig home for thirty-five years.

Dooctor Weith, one of the most courageous leaders of all
Oklahoma, his adopted state, waged relentless war against
all forees of evil as he saw them, TFearlessly he stood through
the tuwrult when the lawless element was fighting to maintain
its control in Carter County. It was Dostor C. C. Weith
who took the responsibility of declaring & strong stand
against the evil forces and it was towerd him that the law-

 Ibid., XVI, November 23, 1913.



lees group directed its enmity.

When two "bootleggers™ in Wilson, Oklahoms werse killed
December 16, 1921 during & raid, C. G. Sims, 2 police officer
of Lrdmore was found dead in & field near Wilson.lo Ce Go
Sims was not & Carter County officer and wes not on official
duty in Wilson, Sims' murder was shrouded in mystery. J. A.
Gilliam and severazl others were arrested by Buek Garrett, the
sheriff,

¥ra., C. G. Sime, widow of the murdered pesece officer,
requested Doetor C, C., Weith to officiste at the funeral which
wes held a«t the First Presbyterian Church of Ardmore, Decem-
ber 17, 192l. Doctor Devidson of the First Baptist Church
agsisted Doctor Weith at the funeral, Ain immense group of
menmbers from the Order of the Masonic Lodge attended the last
rites of C. G, 3ims who was & member of their organization.

At the funeral Dostor VWeith made M"some remarks that were
startling to &11". After the servieces & number of arrests
were made and Ardmore "was stirred to the depths". Many wild
rumors were afloat sueh as: Doetor C. C. Welth and other out-
standing mé&sons were to be arrested.

Fearful for the safety of Doctor Weith, the A. C.
Straehleys asked their minister to remain over night with them,
but Weith declined, saying, "I do not want to be put into the
attitude of a man who is running.“l1

He returned to the Presbyterian manse, but Mr. A. C,

Straehley brought Doector Wgith & Smith-Wesson revolver to be

lflrns.a.. XXIV, December 16, 1921,

Ibid., XXIV, December 17, 19Z1l.
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used if necessary for his protection against this lawless
group. F., 8. Gates and Mr. Burton called on Doctor Weith to
telk over the serious situation.

December 19, 1921 additional men were arrested and held
without a right to see friends or lawyers. This day of tense-
ness weg felt by all Ardmoreites. At two o'cloek in the after-
noon hundreds of men congregtted at the Masonliec Hall to discouss
this dangerous situation. On & motion made by VWeith, a
committee of fifty members wes selected to go to see the gov=-
ernor of the state about the sonditions of Carter County., Doc-
tor Weith was a member of this committee. At this meeting,
he received mény sincere expressions of approval and support
of hls stand at the funersl of C. G. Sims,

After the afternoon meeting at the Masonie Hzll was ad-
journed, Doctor Welth went to the post office and it was at
this time that he received &n anonymous latter-in which his
life was threastened. It read, "Mr. Rev. Weith, if you value
your life you will leave town &t once.™ That evening the
members of the committee who were to ce2ll on the Governor,
reassembled &t the Masonic Hall to wait until the hour for
the train.

The next morning December 20, 1921, the Ardmore dele-
gation met &t the Lee Huckins Hotel in Oklehome City and went
in & body by street ear to the State Capitol. The Assistant
Attorney-General, Fulton, and Russell Brown firet ilnterviewed
the troup and then they were shown into & large reception
hall to see the Governor, J. B. A, Roberteson. "The confer-

ence which lasted praectically sll morning proved very satis-



faectory as Governor Robertson asssured thgm in & very courteous
manner of his cooperation and help."l2 The Ardmoreites left
Oklahoma City at twelve-forty in the afternoon and reached
their home town &t five o'clock.

Wnile the committee called upon the Governor, J. A,
Gilliam made & statement concerning the murder of C. G. Sims
and he and five others were released from the Carter County
jail on bond., The town wee in & state of suppressed excite-
ment over new rumore concerning the arrest of Doocter C. C.
Welth, who was the courageous leader of the religious faction
of the town, Welth knew he was Jjustified in the stasunch stand
for right and he actually enjoyed the battle according to
hig account recorded in his Diary:

"I have been & leading factor in it and I have rather
enjoyed the battle as it was in & worthy csause.
E?g:gﬂt:ggfﬁggt risky,-=-just enough to make it ex-

Russell Brown, acting for the Attorney-General, released
all the remaining prisoners on bond on the #orning of Decem-
ber 21, 1921. It was &n exeiting and drametic scene when
those who had been arrested were relessed and were united
with their wives &nd loved ones.

Attorney General PFreeling began the preliminary hearings
of the several masons arrested for the Wilson affair on

Thureday, December 22, 1921. During this trial the brother of
the murdered m&n charged Ray Bede with Shooting Cerroll. MNrs.

12 1pid., XXIV, December 20, 1921.

% Ibid., XXIV, December 20, 193l.
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Bede who was in the courtroom screamed & denial. The Wilson
Gazette, December 30, 1921, published & sensational confession
maede by Walter Carroll concerning the fight December 16, in
which three men were killed.

January 17, 193" Judge Oldfield of Oklahoma City pre-
gided at the opening of the trial to oust Buck Garrett, Sheriff
of Carter County. Assistant Attorney-General Fulton repre-
sented the state in this triasl and he was assisted by Russell
Brown., January 18, Judge 0ldfield suspended Sheriff Garrett
and appointed Ewing London to set in that capecity during
the trial.

Doctor C., C. Weith had two conferences with London, the
newly eppointed sheriff, to help in the seleotion of de-
‘puties. Doctor Weith, leader of the worthwhile element of
Carter County, rejoiced at the removal of Garrett. The
trial of Sheriff Garrett attracted the attention of all eiti-
zens of Southern Oklahoma. During the "ouster" trial Weith
returned the revolver to A. C. Straehley who had lotned it
to him when his 1ife was threstened because of his sctive
part in the affair.

The case was finished on the evening of February 16,
1922 and was cubmitted to the jury. The following day the
jury reached a verdiet of "guilty" and Judge 0ld field ousted
Buck Garrett from office. "There was general rejoieing in
most every corner of the county. It seems too good to be

true after &ll these year§4of effort, but vietory came &%
last and right prevails.,”

- Ibid., XXV, February 17, 1922,
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Many citizens from Wilson, Oklahome came to Ardmore, the
county seat, &nd assembled with interested Ardmoreites at
the Convention Hall to help get London reappointed. About
forty women left the Convention Hall and went in & body to
the Carter County Court House where they waited upon the com-
missioners, The Commissioners decided not to meke the
appointment until larch 6, 1922,

After most of the people had left the Court House, &
gshooting affray occurred between London's deputies and some
of Buck Garrett's ousted group of dapntiea.15 Skeet Martin
shot Elmer Cowles but not fatally as the wound was in the leg.

Through the entire fight to rid Carter County of its
lawless officers, Doetor C, C. Weith never once wavered from
the constructive building of his county. His calm but very
determined position in this matter was ever & source of en-
couragement to others who also desired & more wholesome
community in which to live, but who had less initiative than
did their Christian leader.

Needless to say, Doctor Weith wte regarded as & permenent
part of the community after his victory in this matter. He
quietly resumed his duties as minister and served his people
well. From 1930 to 1934 thinking that a younger m&n could be
of more assistance to the Presbyterian Church and to Ardmore,
Doctor Weith repeatedly tendered his resignation, but hils
congregation flatly refused to scgept it. The greatness of

15
’Th. il M%rait@ Aprdmore Oklahom XXIX, No. 42
n M]' s - . < L * » .
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his character was shown when he proposed to reduce his own
galary. Fnowing that the finances of the ehurch would not
permit him to stay on his present saslsry and also have an
agsictant to relieve him of some of his pastoral duties which
his appsrently robust body was no longer able to carry on,

he consented to remain only if the church would permit him

to reduce his own s&lary one-half, The other half wes to be
used to pay an assistant,

Doetor Weith wes elected moderztor of the Oklahome Synod
on two oceasions, an honor that seldom comes to one man twice
in a lifetime. He served in the capacity in 1904 and again
in 1924.16 Nationally, he stood high in & list of the thirty
outstanding ministers of the Presbyterian Church in the United
States. |

Doector VWelth was & self-instrueted student. "Without
preparation I would fail utterly," he said. He kept &n out-
line of every sermon he ever preached,

Masonry oleimed much of Weith's attention. He was &
thirty-third degree Mason and was prominent in the Masoniec
Fraternity of Oklahoma.

Weith was an exceptionally etrong man physically.

Golf was his hobby. He played & good game and was on the
course both early and late in all sessona,.

His long life &8s & minister strengthened his faith in
humenity. He was &an optimist in his view of the Church of

16 The Daily Oklahoman, Oklahome City, Oklahoms, May 27,
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the future. Discussing the modern church, Doctor Weith once
said, "Everywhere there is evidence of more reasl charity and
kindness being shown today than there ever was. Reviewing
my ministry in Ardmore, I find that there is more church
loyalty today than any time in the paat."lv

Doctor C, C, Weith held & unigue position in Ardmore
where his life has at some time &nd in some manner touched
almost every life in the city. "More than 150 ministers have
come and gone in the long procession of pastors here since
Doctor Weith came to Ardmore, but he remained until hie
death in 193?.“18

His last days were very peaceful, Gradually, his body
ceagsed to funetion properly, snd the end came. So passed
one of the "noblest works of God", but his influence will
long be felt in all civic and religious groups of Ardmore.
Charles Christian Weith was more than & pastor of the First
freahyterian Church: he was & gpiritual leader of an entire

city.

17 1via., May 27, 1934.

18 ; ,
The Daily Ardmoreite, Ardmore, Oklshome, XLIV, No. 182,
o e £ ’



61

CHAPTER VI

WIRT FRANKLIN

Wirt Franklin, & descendant of ocolonial stock in both
the paternal &nd maternal lines, is & representative of the
sterling old family of which Benjamin Franklin was a distin-
guished member, The original progenitors of this Franklin
family in Amerlca came from England in the seventeenth cen-
tury &and settled in the state of Virginia.l

William H, Franklin, the paternal grandfather of Wirt
Franklin, waes & prominent lawyer in MeDonough County, Illinois
and was & member of the state militia during the Blaeck Hawk
War, William Blake Hudgins, Wirt Franklin's maternal grand-
father, served as a soldier in the Seminole Indian Wer. Hud-
gins, & native of Kentucky, wee a pioneer in lissouril and
became & prosperous agrioculturist and stock grower.

It wag &t the home of his maternsl grandfather in Rich-
mond, Missouri, that & son, christened Wirt, was born to John
Henry and Irene Hudgins Frenklin on March £2, 1883.

John Henry Franklin, who had received excellent educa-
tional advantages, had been admitted to the bar in his native
state but was praeticing law in Junction City, Kanses &t the
time of the son's birth. When Wirt weas only four years of

ege, his family moved to Russell, Kansas where his father soon

: Joseph B. Thoburn, Standard History of Oklahoma, III, p. 1210,
1916.
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established himself &s & prominent lawyer and an influential
eitizen,

Wirt FPrenklin's initial trip to Washington, D. C. was
madq at the early age of gix, but in later years he became
& familiar figure in the nation's gapital as well as & power-
ful influence 1n legislation pertaining to the oil industry.

During the edministration of President Harrison, Mr.
John H, Franklin served four years &s deputy auditor of the
fiscal depertment of the United States War Departmant.a

After his term of office had expired the Franklin family
returned to Toluea, Illinols, where kr., Franklin continued
in his profession until 1895 at which time he, accompanied
by his family, moved to Lascon, Illinois.

In 1900, at the age of seventeen, Wirt Franklin was grad-
uated from the high sehool of Lacon. Following his high
school graduation, Wirt returned to the eity of Washington,
D, C. where he pursued the study of law in Columbian Univer-
sity, now known as George VWashington University.

Young Wirt, eager for adventure in the west, left the
univereity and came to Muskogee, Indian Territory in February,
1902, where he had secured an appointment as stenographer
with the Dawes' Commiaaion.5

On & short return trip to l&con, Illinois, Mr., Franklin
wag married to Miss Mary Cecile Collyer iAugust 5, 1902, Ao~
companied by his young bride, Franklin returned to his posi-

. Ibid., p. 1211,
3
Reminiscences of Wirt Franklin, February 24, 1939,
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tion with the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes in
Muskogee, Indian Territory.

It was not long before Mr. Pranklin, through his out-
standing ability, received a promotion and became a law clerk
with the Commission., He later had charge of the preparation
of the Choetaw and Chiockasaw Indian rolls,

In the meantime Wirt Frenklin hed continued the study
of law on his own initiative. When he resigned his position
from the Dawes' Commission in October, 1905, Franklin formed
& psrtnership with Samuel A, Apple and engaged in the practice
Sf law at Muskogee, Indian Territory. This partnership &lli-
ance eontinued until June, 1906, when the law business of the
two offices was consolidated &t Ardmore, Indian Territory.

On January 24, 1907 Mr. Pranklin was admitted to the bar
in the United States Cowrt for the Southern Distriet, Indian
Tarritary.4 ‘

Devoting his special attention to "Indian c¢itizenship
cases pfanonted before the Department of the Interior and

‘before the Indian Committees in Congrese and to land contests
in the land offices of the Dawes' Commission”™, Wirt Franklin
built up a‘anbatantial law practice in Ardmore.5

In 1908, Franklin, planning to make Ardmore his perman-
ent home, desired to purchase some property in Carter County.

By means of "horse &nd buggy" he made & trip to the western

4
Reminisgences of Wirt Franklin, Februsry 24, 1939.

5 Joseph B. Thoburn, Standsrd History of Oklshoms, ITII,
p. 1211, 1916. o e




part of the county to view the land., At that time J. E.
Williams, now of Ardmore, was operating a small bank in the
community of Cornish. Pranklin told Williame of his mission
and Williams immediately gave Franklin the neme of & farmer
who had & traet of land which he wished to sell.

Shortly after noon Williame accompanied Frenklin to the
farm and during the inspection Franklin assked about the water
supply. Immediately, the owner, feeling that the sale wounld
not materialize, very apologetically answered that the water
wés none too good but that there were similar wells on all
ad joining farme., At Franklin's request to see the water,
the owner lowered a bueket into the 0ld well &nd, as the
bucket was ralised, & black sticky substance was clinging
visibly to the outside. 4is was hls custom, the farmer strained
the water through a thin ocloth that resembled cheesecloth.
About one pint of "tarry substance" was separated from the
water, Upon drinking the ssmple, Franklin detected aslight
taste of kerosene, The farmer explsined that he &nd his femily
had been consuming the water for many years and it had not in-
jured them. In fsct, they hed become so sccustomed to the
taste that it was no longer noticed. The owner, of course,
thought that his prospective purchaser had lost interest in
the land. However, Wirt Franklin was determined to buy the
farm. Soon, he bought another traet neardy, and by 1912 he
owned four hundred sixty scres in the western part of Carter
County.

In 1912 & peouliar old charsgter, whom Ardmorelites re-~

member &s Palmer, returned after an &bsence of twenty-four
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yearsg, PFalmer, anloil prospector, had formerly drilled = well
of approximately four hundred feet in the western part of
Carter County, but at this early date the well was not a
commersisal ventnre.6 When he arrived in Ardmore &gain in 1912,
his talk of 0il in the county attracted the attention of Wirt
Franklin who for the last four years had owned land in this
section. Two other young business men of Ardmore were be-
coming espeocially interested in the 0il possibilities of
Carter County.

On March 22, 1912 at & surprise party, given in the Frank-
lin home by Mrs, Franklin in honor of her husband's birthday,
Roy Johnson and Edward Galt approached Mr. Franklin upon the
subjeet., The three decided to merge their efforts, and
collectively, they bought & bloek of leases. By means of &
very attractive offer, the trio persuwaded J. M. Critehlow of
Titusville, Pennsylvania to drill & test well on the land be-
longing to Mr. Franklin in the N. E. 1/4 Sec., 8, T. 4 8, R.

3 W.7

The oil syndicate of Pennsylvania which Mr. Critchlow
represented had formed two companies, the Ralston 0il Company
that worked in the northern part of the state, and the Red
River 0il Comp&ny that confined its setivities to Southern
Oklahoma. However, early in 1912, Mr, Critchlow had drilled
a wildeat well in Love County @&nd his next venture was the

test well on the Franklin farm in Carter County. The well

6
C. Wo Tomlinson, 0il and Gas Geology of Carter County, Okla.
Geological Bnrv;y, Bulletin 40-2Z, Eorman, Oklahome, iéaa.

7 Ivid., p. 37.
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wae completed by August, 1913 &t & depth of nine hundred and
twenty feet. The location is on the southwest side of the
pool, and had it been drilled one fourth of & mile farther
southwest, the pool would have been miegsed entirely.s

The initial production of the well was not large, being
estimated &t twenty-five barrels & day, but the news of the
'disGOVary of oil in Carter County ocreated gresat exeitement.
Crowds from Ardmore, twenty-miles ezst of the field, and from
Waurika, twenty-five miles west, watched with keen interest
the drilling of the second well by the Red River 0il Company.
This seocond well was drilled on land belonging to Mary
lMicClure, and it came in with a production of three hundred
barrels dally, Some of the later wells of the Healdton field
were reported to have had an initial produetion of four thou-
geénd to five thousand seven hundred barrels & day.

Wirt Franklin, "finding it expedient to lay aside his
law practice”, pioneered the oil industry in Carter County
and scores of citizens made fortunes after the initial well
wes drilled on his farm in 1913. Thus, the Healdton field,
which lies on the west border of Carter County sbout twenty-
five miles north of the Red River whiech forme the southern
boundary of the state of Oklahoma, had its origin.

By November, 1914 there were spproximgtely two hundred
gseventy-five producing wells in the field. In the mean-

Frenklin ¥, Lane, Contributions to Heonomie Geology, De-
pertment of the Interior, Bulletin 621, Weshington D. C.,
1915,

® ¢. W. Tomlinson, Op. Cit., p. 37.
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time pipe line companies entered the field to care for the
great produetion. The lMagnolia Pipe Line Company, the first
pipe line in the Healdton field, extended & branch from Bowie,
Texas to the new produetion, but the output was so great

that the line was unable to handle 21l of the orude 0il. Some
operators placed their "blsck gold"™ in earthen reservoirs

" but this proved very unsatisfactory as the 0il deteriorated.
Others used steel storage tanks. During & thunder storm in
1914, several of these steel tanks were struck by lightning
and & great quantity of the petroleum wss destroyed,

The Ringling Railrosd, & short branch rcad, wae built
from Ardmore, the county seat, to the new towns of Wilson and
Ringling situated respectively southesst and south of the
field.lo

Ag 8 result of the discovery of o0il in the western part of
Carter County, several oil towns sprang up immediately. Wil-
son, & little to the southeast of the field, and Ringling,
not far away, were two new oil towns. Healdton, &n old settle-
ment, grew rapidly. Wirt, an oil town west of Healdton, took
its name from Wirt Franklin, the leader in the o0il industry
of Carter County, Oklahoma, THowever, meny of the men engaged
in the development of the Healdton field moved their families
to Ardmore &8s the usual lawless element became conspicuous in
the field. Consequently, Ardmore's population of 8,618 soared

11
to 14,000 within a few months after the great discovery.

10 pranklin K. Lane, Op. Cit.

1
Chamber of Commerce Report, Ardmore, Oklahoms, 1929,
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In June, 1914 there was over production and great waste
in both the Healdton field &nd the field at Cushing, Oklahoma,
There wog algo diserimination by the pipe lines between the
producers in the teking of oil. Due to these conditions,
which were harmful to the o0il induetry, the five o0il and gas
assooietions in Oklahom& organized and sought stute legies-
lation to prevent weste, to promote conservation of oil &nd
gas, &nd to prevent disorimination in the purchase of o0il and
the taking of o0il from & pool or & common source of supply,

Each of the five Oklahoma 0il and ges associations named
two representatives to & temporary orgaenization which was
known ae the Ldvisory Board. The representatives of the Ard-
more 0il Producers' Association, one of the five associations
of the state, were Wirt Franklin and Edward Galt. Mr, Pranklin
wces elected to represent the assoeiation before the state
legislature and to lead & campaign for a law of conservation.
Wirt Franklin, E. H, Moore, now of Tulsa, and C. B. Dutton,
an attorney for the Bureaun of Mines in Washington, D. C., were
the three men &sppointed to draft the conservation law.l2

Because of Mr., Franklin's efforts the first conservation
law ever to be enacted in any state wes passed by the Okla-
homa legislature during the sdministration of Governor Robert
L. Williame., It was under this law that proration &nd con-
servation were first anforeed.l3 The law remained on the

statute books until the new 0il code, under the National Re-

12

3
} Ibid.

Reminiscences of Wirt Franklin, February 24, 1939.
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covery Lct, was formlated.

Two years after the discovery of o0il in the Healdton field
the Fox field in Carter County wes discovered. Many companies
were organized. Wirt PFranklin and his associates, Samuel
Apple, Hdward Galt, and Roy Johnson, formed the Crystal 0il
Company which was g0l1d in 1916 for three million dollara.15
During this same period in the history of Carter County, the
Apple-Franklin Oil Company was orgsnized. However, Wirt
Pranklin disposed of his interests in this company shortly after
its organization, and he operated independently for ten years.

Although Wirt Framklin had attracted national attention
by pioneering the o0il industry in Carter County, he still
performed the duties end privileges of & good eltizen in his
own community. During the World Wer, Mr, Franklin served as
& very efficient ohﬁirmﬂn of the Liberty Loan Committee in
his county. After the complete organization of the committee
under his menagership, Carter County met all its guotas in
the Liberty Loan campalgnse.

Along with these many duties Franklin ceontinued &s &
leader in the o0il indunstry in Carter County. When the Cameron
Refining Company wes orgenized in 1917, with John M. Cameron
as president, the incorporators were Wirt Pranklin, P. Ce.

16
Dinges, Roy M. Johnson, Ossien Cameron, &nd Edward Calt.

14 pnis code was formulated in 1933,
15

16

Reminiscences of Wirt Franklin, Pebruary 24, 1939.
Reminiscences of Wirt Pranklin, February 24, 1939.
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48 many markets were elosed the producers in 8ll the oil
producing sections of the United States suffered greatly
during the World VWar, and the fields of Carter County were no
exgception. The 0il "slump"™ wag evident se the production was
retarded &nd the prices of erude oil were low, However, in
1917, the main part of the field was fully d01910ped.17

The Wirt Pranklin Petroleum Corporation was formed in
1987 with Wirt Franklin serving as ite president during the
corporation’s entire existence,

In the decade, 1919 to 1929, much foreign o0il waes im-
ported to the United States from liexico and Venezuela., The
importation of this foreign oll proved very detrimental to
the o0il industry of the United States. Becsuse of the labor
conditions in both lexico and Venezmela, the foreign oil
could be bought much cheaper than the domestic oil could be
produced.

There wes "much propaganda™ oiroulated regarding the fear
that oil reserves of the United States would soon be ex-
haugted and that the people of the United States might find
themselves &t the mercy of some foreign power, Under this
"false policy" it was advoosted to save the supply within
our own borders and to import foreign erude oil. PFranklin
recalls "some of the officials of the federal governmant were
honestly convinced that the propagands was true and President
Coolidge, by executive decree ordered the Federal 0il
Conservation Board which continued into the administration of

17 ¢. W. Tomlinson, Op. Cit., p. 38.
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President Hoover." Hoover called an oil Conservation
Congress to meet June 10, 1929 &t Colorado Springs, Colorado.
The meeting was ealled through the chairman, M. L. Requa,

Wirt Franklin, slong with several other Ardmoreites,
&ttended the Conservztion Congrees in Colorado Springs, Colo-
rado, Seeretary of the Interior, Wilbur, addressed the con=-
gress on the conservation of oil and gas in the United States,
While attending this special congress, Wirt Freanklin of
Ardmore, Oklahome in & frank discussion of the plights of
the independent producers argued, "Our gafety lies in full
development &t 211l timee. This ies the 0il Age. Some day
0il mey be replsced just as cosl has been, The trouble with
the oil industry ie not over produetion but over importation.
This "so-c2lled" oconservation is only suhterfuge".lg

Immediately after his address &t the congress, the in-
dependent o0il operatorg attending the conference rallied around
Wirt PFranklin, &nd it was =t this time that the Independent
Petroleum Agsociation of Americe was organized. The independent
operators elected Wirt Franklin, the producer, the refiner,
the marketer, and the head of his own ten million dollar
Oklahome corporation, asg their first president.zo

Under Franklin's enthusiastie and efficient leadership
this new organization grew rapidly. When the sesociation

wag only ten weeks 0ld, more than one thousand independent

- Reminiscences of Wirt Franklin, February 24, 1939.

o Phe Beagon, Wichita, Kansas, September 17, 193l.
20

Indefendent Petroleum Assogistion of America, Monthly,
pril, .
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operators had become members. "Born &t Colorado Springs,
fathered by the growing recognition that the independente
hed to have some mea&ns of expression, and mothered by the
dissatisfaction of the independents with the trend of the so
called conservation program fostered by Mark L. Requa, the
Independent Petroleum Lssociation of Americe has been heartily
accepted in ten of the nineteen produeing states of the union
and has been rejected by none"™, Franklin declared in & meeting
in Kﬁnaaa.al

The two imrediate major objectives of the Independent
Petroleum Asgociation of Americe were to procure & tariff
on orude oil and to revoke the executive order Number 338
which threatened oil development in the Roeky Mountain states
with rnin.82

During his presidency Wirt Franklin led the forces of
the petroleum industry in the United States in the effort to
gecure an sdequate tariff on imported ¢rude petroleum &nd the
products thereof. Franklin travelled to the nation's capital
in 1930 to represent the Independent Petroleum Lssociation o
America in seeking the proteetive tariff onm foreign petroleum
end its by-preoducts.

When Franklin was celled before the senste lobby committee,
he fearlessly stated, "When on Jenuary 28, 1930 the inde~
pendent oil producers, refiners, and marketers met in conven-

tion at Tulsa, Oklahoma, for the purpose of seecking & remedy

21
sunday Times-Demoerat, Okmulgee, Oklahoma, Times, XI
fo. E&i, Demoerat, XXIX, No. 204, August 25, 1930

a2
Ibid.
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to the conditions of ruln with which the immediste future
econfrontes them, &nd there decided by unanimous action of some
1500 delegates asmembled from the various oil producing states,
that onr hope of redress lay in presenting the merits of our
cause to the Congress of the United States, the only power
on eerth which could rellieve our distressful condition, we
were of the opinion that the Bill of Rights and the Consti-
tution of the United States were still effective and might
be relied upon, at lesst, to the extent of allowing us the
right and privilege of petitioning Congress for & redress of
our wrongs. The domestic industry has grown to such propor-
tions and its purchases of materials and supplies are of guch
megnitude that anything which tends to destroy that industry
will injure and seriously affeect not only the 0il produeing
states, but the entire country inocluding the farmers &and
landowners who, &s owners of royalty interests, receive one-
eighth of the entire production of oil."23

Although the independent oil producers met with failure
in 1930, Franklin continued to lead the fight ageainst foreign’
0il in every session of Congress from 1930 to 1932, His
unceasing efforts culminated in partial success by the en-
agtment as & part of the Revenue Bill of 1932 of a tax of
twenty-one cents & barrel on imported fuel, crude and gss
0il, and all other liquid derivatives of orude petroleum ex-

cept gasoline or other motor fuel and lubrieating oil. There

23 Wegtern World, Fort Worth, Texas, X, No. 4, p. 1, March 29,
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wag also a tax of two and one-half cents per gallon on im-
ported gasoline and a tax of one cent per pound on paraffin
or petroleum wls's.x...a“t This effort also resulted in the limita-
tions of foreign imports to approximately four and one-half
per ocent of the domestic production or about 108,000 barrels
per day, which was approximately one-third of the former
imports.

Realizing the great value to the entire state of Oklahoma
of Mr. Franklin's raaglts in the long fight against foreign
0il, his fellow elitizens in both Carter County and the state
of Oklahoma honored him and paid high tribute to one who had
fought diligently against legislation which he believed to
be unjust.

Mr. Franklin was & delegate to the Republic&n National
Convention and & member of the Resolutions Committee in that
convention in 1932, Determined to see the o0il industry of
asmerice progress, he led & strenuous fight at this convention,
whieh was held in Chicago, Illinois, and he did formulate &
plank in the Republican Platform which read, "We favor the
extqnsion of the general Republican principle of tariff
proteection to our naturel resource industries, including
the products of our ferms, foresta, mines, and oil wells,

with the compensatory duties on the manufactured and refined
25

products thereof.,”

24 pevenue Bill of 1932.
25 Republican Party Platform of 1932,
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In 1932 Mr, Frenklin was the Republican candidate for the
United States Senator in Okleahom&, but he was defeated in the
Demoeratic landslide of that ye&r.ze

Representing the petroleum industry, Mr, Franklin finslly
won his encmies and beoctme the choice of both the major and
independent o0il companies &g the first chairman of the
Planning and Coordination Committee under the petroleum code
of 1933, This committee, working in Washington, D. C., for-
mulated policies for the oll industry under the National
Recovery 4Act petroleum 00&8‘2?

After a long term of strenuous struggle in behalf of
the independent oil industry of America, Wirt Franklin re-
signed from the presideney of the Independent Petroleum Asso-
ciation of Ameriea in November, 1955.28 Although he continued
to work diligently in the assoeistion, he retired to recu- .
perate from & slight break in his health.

Mr. Franklin wes a delegate to the Republican National
Convention which was held in Cleveland, Ohio in June, 1936.

In 1937 Mr. Franklin disposed of his interests in the
Wirt Frenklin Petroleum Corporation. The Wirt Frenklin Re-
finery, northeast of Aydmore that had not been operated for
two years, wte purchésed by Hanaenag who reteined the name

Prenklin, as the neme is very prominent throughout the entire

26 The Deily Oklahoman, Oklahom&a City, Oklahoma, November 1, 1936.
27 Ghicago Daily Tribume, Chicsgo, Illinois, November 30, 1957,
28 gast Texas, Monthly, November, 1935, p. 7.

— Reminigcences of Wirt - Franklin, February 24, 1939,
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Southwest, and today the plent is known zs the Ben Frenklin
Refining Company of Ardmore, Oklahoma.

Wirt Frenklin's innumersble deeds of kindness and thought-
fulness distinguish him &8 one of the most generous of &ll
Oklahoméns. Hig philanthropic interests that have touched
many lives ere typical of this great leader's true character.
Carter County cén well preise the worth work, sincere
efforts, &nd valuable achievements of Wirt Franklin.

Mr., Franklin is a member of the First Presbyterian Church
of Ardmore. However, many religious orgeanizations in the city
have received financlal assistance from him,

Mr, Pranklin, who has been a&an active participant in
many civie organizations of Ardmore, wae & charter member of
the Lions Club and served as the first preaidunt.of that
organization. Golf and fishing are his hobbies.

Although Mr. Pranklin has spent much time in both the
Oklehoma state capltal and in Weshington, D. C., he has al=
ways méintained his residence in Ardmore, Oklahome, His
attractive home is located just east of the Dornick Hills
Country Club. At the present time his father, John Hemry
Franklin, his sister, Mrs. Mabel Ocker, and two adopted daugh=
ters reside with him,

0il wells snd refineries are not the big things about
Wirt FPranklin, People who know him know that the material
wealth of this men ie not his greatest asset. "His fighting
spirit, his high calibre as a oitizen, and his loyalty to his
home state, his home town and the things that he belleves are

right would have made Mr, Franklin a big man regsrdless of
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what industry or profeseion might have turned gis hand.
0
The nation needs more men like Wirt Franklin®™, & man who

has character, courage, strength, and eternal optlmlsm.

30
1 il Ar%%orsite Ardmore, Oklshoma, XXIX, Fo. 117,
ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬂ? = ’
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CHAPTER VII

CONCLUSIONS

The history of Carter County reflects the development
of its individual ociltizens. ZEach of the six about whom this
study is concerned has contributed definitely to the con-
gtructive growth of the ocounty. The six pioneers are Walter
Hardy, Michael Gorman, John H., Carlock, George W. Cofiman,
Charles Christian Weith, and Wirt Franklin.

As the lives of these gix pioneers are reviewed, many
outstanding events in the history of the county &re revealed.

When Walter Hardy arrived in Ardmore, Indian Territory
in 1887, a few whites had established their homes in the
Chickasaw Hation. At this time Ardmore was logated in Pickens
County, Indian Territory &nd there was no post office in the
village. Lone Grove, Oklshoma, & small community eight miles
west of aArdmore, had & post office in 1887.

The capitol of the Chickasaw Nation was looated at
Tishomingo, Indian Territory. The territorial governor,
William M. Guy, became go &larmed &t the strife between the
Indians and the whites that he sent word to Washington that
the Indians were being exterminated. Troops which headquartered
for several weeks &t the Douglas Ranch south of Ardmore, were
sent from Fort Sill at Guy's request.

By 1887 the Santa Fe Rgilroasd company had extended its

line ag far north as Ardmore, & name that wae given by an
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employee of the railroad company who had lived in Ardmore,
Pennsylvania,

The first white settlers in Ardmore followed an agri-
cultural, rural existence as much of the land was very pro-
ductive., Cotton was the prinecipal product of this section
and the farmers within & radius of fifty miles brought the
cotton to market in Ardmore which, in 1894, was the largest
inland cotton mérket of the entire world.

Many eriminals sought refuge in the Indian Territory
between the Arbuckle lountains and the Red River. Following
& bank robbery at Longview, Texas, Bill Dalton of the famous
Dalton gang was in & hideout some twenty miles northwest of
 Apdmore when he wee killed and brought to Ardmore by Los
Hert, an officer who shared in the reward of $25,000,

In the territorisl days a federal jail which was nothing
more théan & low frame building surrounded by & picket fence
was located in Ardmore on lain Street between A and B Streets.
Captain J. S. Hammer appointed lMichael Gormen as jailer,

The small town of Ardmore progressed rapidly from 1887
to 1895 when its first tragedy ocourred. In 1895, eighty
buildings, practicsally &ll of Ardmore's business district,
were destroyed by fire. No lives were lost, however, &nd
many ploneers contend that the "tragedy" proved to be &
blessing us the new Ardmore wes much superior to the old.

The first brick and stone buildings were erected following
the fire.

On April 16, 1898 an order was handed down by Judge Hosea
Townsend of the federal district court decreeing that the town
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of Ardmore be incorporated ss a eity of second class, The
first group of eity officials consisted of John L. Galt,
mayor; C. P. Van Denberg, A. J. Wolverton, W. T. Gardner,

Mike Gormean, A, M. Burch, aldermen; Jask Seanlon, tressurer;
W. M. Green, assessor and collector; J. C. Graham, eity attor-
ney.

On December 14, 1899 Ardmore was incorporated as a gity
of first class being under the mayor and aldermenic form of
government.

The Hardy-McNees Hospltal had its origin in 1899 when
Dooctor Walter Hardy and Doctor J. C. McHees, realizing Ard-
more's great need for such service, formed & partnership.

This ingtitution was the first hospital between Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma and Fort Worth, Tex&s.

Several sgents in the employment of the Dawes Commission
established their homes in Ardmore &nd remained o= permanent
citizens even after 1905 when the &llotment of land in the
Indian Territory was virtually completed. John H, Carlock,
an agent of this commission, maintained his residence in
Ardmore, and he has contributed much to the moral and politi-
o2l progress of the county.

When Oklshoma became & state in 1907, a portion of Pickens
County, Indian Territory was renamed Carter County in honor of
Ben Carter, & prominent Indian of the Chickssaw Nation. Ard-
more beceme the seat of the new Carter County, Oklahoma,

In 1909 Ardmore's sldermanic form of government was

changed to the commiseion form of government.
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Cattle and cotton had been the ohief meuns of liveli-
hood in Carter County until the discovery of o0il in the
Healdton field which is thirty miles west of Ardmore, the
county seat.

Wirt Franklin, who had been in Ardwore since statehood,
had purchased some land in the western part of the county.
Franklin and his companions, Roy M. Johnson and Biwerd Galt,
convinced of the petroleum possibllities of southern Oklahoms,
persuaded J. I, Critehlow of Titusville, Pennsylvania to
drill a test well on FPranklin's farm. Oil waes discovered on
sugust 15, 1913 when the well had been drilled to & depth of
only 920 feet, Although the daily production of this initial
well was only twenty-five barrels, much excitement prevailed
throughout the entire state, Because of the oil discovery,
many fortunes have been mede in Carter Countye.

Realizing the hazardous conditions of the early oil fields
and need for immediate hospitalization, Doctor Welter Hardy
established the first airplane ambulénce service in the en-
tire state,

In 1914 there was &n over production and great waste
in both the Healdton fleld and the field at Cushing, Oklahoma.
Beccuee of these conditions which were harmful to the oil
industry, the five o0il and gas asgsociations in Oklahoma or-
ganized and sought state leglislation to promote conservation
of o0il and gos and to prevent diserimination in the purchase
of oil by the pipe lines. Wirt Franklin, L. H. llbore, now
of Tulea, and C. B. Dutton, &n attorney for the Bureau of

Mines, in Washington, D. C. were the three men &ppointed to



8e

draft the conservation law. Because of lMr. Franklin's efforts,
the first conservation law ever to be enacted in any state

was passed by the Oklahoma legislature during the administrae
tion of Governor Robert L. Williams., It was under this law
that proration and conservation were first enforced. The

law remained on the statute booke until the new oil code

was formulated under the HNatlion&l Recovery Act.

On the afternoon of September 27, 1915, Ardmore's second
tragedy ocourred when & tank of high gravity gasoline exploded
in the Santa Fe yasrda. Forty-six lives were loet immediately
and literally hundreds suffered from mentel shock. The
gecond unit of the present Hardy Sanitarium had been ocom-
pletely equipped only & few days before the cxplosion and
hospitalization was &available to &ll. Doctor Hardy's ser-
viece to Ardmorc has been immea2surable.

Carter County, under the efficient leadership of J. R.
Gilliam, Chairmen of the Couneil of Defense, contributed its
part in the winning of the World War. Many citizens constantly
gave of their time and effort and Certer County met every
guota after the county wus completely organized.

John H. Carlock, Walter Hardy, &nd Jghn L. Galt served
as members of the local exemption board, while Wirt Franklin
was cheirman of the ILiberty Loans committee. Many of the
war drives &nd cempaigns were organized through the office
of the County Superintendent of Publie Instruection. George
W. Coffman, who was County Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion during the World War, supervised the sixty-two distriots

of the county.
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Coffmen resigned his pogsition &as superintendent of
county schools to accept the principalship of Jefferson
School, &n elementary school of Ardmore. Oteher elementary
gchools were Franklin, Washington, and Lincoln. The high gchool
wag located &t its present site.

When John H, Carlock accepted his sppointment ss post-
master of the srdmore office, aArdmore had no rural free
delivery of mail., Realizing the advantages of such service
to both Ardmore and the surrounding territory, Carlock exerted
such efforts as to secure this federal service.

Long before Ardmore eould boast of her modern broad-
casting station, Doctor Walter Hardy travelled to New Orleans,
Louigisna and secured & permit number for his 2500 watt
broadcasting station. Thus, Ardmore's first broadcasting
radio station wes operated in the Hardy Sanitarium,

S8ince the discovery of oil in Carter County, the ususl
lawless element had become conspleuocus, a faect which thp
pioneers &nd permenent eitizens deeply resented. Doctor
Charles Christian Welth, who had always stood firmly on moral
issues, assumed the leadership against this rough faction in
& bitter struggle in 1921. Weith, asccompanied by & large
committee of Ardmoreites, went to Oklahoma City &nd called
on the governor, J. B. A. Robertson, for assistance in thelr
fight against vice and the governor pledged his cooperation.
The result of the fight was the ousting of Buck Garrett,
the county sheriff. IZwing London was appointed to this

vacaney by the county commissioners in Mareh, 1922.
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In June, 1929 when President Hoover called & Conservation
Congress, Wirt Franklin, & citizen of Carter County, attended
that meeting which weée held in Colorado Springs, Colorado,

It was at this meeting when the independent operetors rallied
round Wirt Frenklin th&t the Independent Petroleum Association
of americe wae orgenized with Franklin as its first president.
During his presidency, Frenklin's principual efforts in
Washington, D. C. were toward seeking the proteetive tariff

on foreign petroleum, He met with partial success by the
enactment of & tax of twenty-one cents & barrel on imported
fuel as part of the Revenue Bill of 1932,

Again, in 1932, Franklin of Carter County g&ined
national recognition in formulating & plané in the Republicén
Party platform of 1932 which fevored the extension of the
general Republican prineciple of tariff proteotion to natural
resources. Franklin hes not only been & ploneer in the
development of the oil industry of Carter County, but he has
led national fights in the United Stztes Senate to gain
protection against foreign oil.

Pioneers of determined, constructive purpose are necessary
in the building of every frontier. It is through sueh men
that advancement and progress become visible. It is through
these six hardy pioneer citizens &nd many othere that & smell
village in the Indian Territory before the beginning of the
twentieth century has weathered the storms of erude beginnings,
boom developments, lawless periods, and deeper tragedy to
become & e¢lty of 16000 population and the trade center of not
only Carter County but of all Southern Oklahome.
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