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Thig study is devoted to a cmi.:Jideratio.n of the .efforts 

u:i:io:n the r;a.rt of I'uerta, nicans to secure grr:mts of autouo~~y-· 
• .., .>~ -

a:ad more liberal self-governm.e:s.1t from Spain and the 'United 

Statss. 

!Jany support the belief thHt there has never been a 

real move:.aent for independence .in Puerto Hieo. Perhaps 

independence or stateliood has over come ne,1r suc:eess. It is 

true there been :rw :revolution co.iuparable to the J.m.erican 

Revolution or the 'iit:i.r;;;1 J'c::ir iadoponuenoe in. South Aneri.ca, 

but Puorto Rico would hevt.:; been peculiar if it had aot hn.d 

its 1n.surrfwtions, its dema:nd;3 for a voice in i:::1.sul,:ir 

poli ttcal leaders urgi 

In m.ost instance~ 1 tr.i.i.:a study approaches tha problem 

fro111 the :Puerto :::ti can ang.le id tll: occasional references to 

the attitud.es and reactions upon the rart of th.e officials 

of' the United Jtatefl (}overnment .• 
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Chanter I -----
Acoui~ition of :Puerto Rico . ~ ~ 

With the breoking o:t diplomatic rela:ti.ons betv,iee:n the 

United States e.:m'l Spain ou April 20 and 21, 1698.2 and the 

approval by :Pres.ident :JcKinley ct a joint resolution of 

Congress demanding the withdrawal of Spanish forces from. 

Cuba,Z a state of t'.'e.r existed between the two ne:.tiona. 

The break betv:!een. the two nations arose cl:.iefly over 

the general \11·elf are of Cuba, tttte pearl of the Antilles, g 

and little th.oush,t was given at thnt tirae to the ultLnate 

consequences as the;y co.aeerueu. 0th.er insule,r possessions 

of Spain. VJhile Cuba was in a state of rebellion against 

the government at Kauria, this w&.s not the case in I'uerto 

ru.co, tanii no m.ent,ion Wf.i.S 1:1~1de in diplomatic correspondence 

betv.:een the two goverm:1.ents of the status of the island. 

of :ruerto :Jico. 

Hico in the war with Spa.in v1.·,,ui not given sreat oonsidera

ticm. until after the •1:ar was in progress and the ca!)itUla

tion of S:pan1sh forces in Cuba wag :practically assured. 

After the surrender of General To:ral tc General Shafter 

l Formerly spelled :Porto :£'.ieo. The spelling :Porto 
Rico was changed to Puerto ~{lco under nrovision of & ~Jen~_te 
1o:fnt resolution in 1932. Statutes at-Lart;ze, XlVII, 
pt. 1 ft 158:15:. ,. 

3 ![. El• £L2!:• tJel. 1898, 764-767. 
· Illi•, 763. 



July 16, 1896, 4 and the Jilileric~n occupation of Santiugo,5 

attention of the t!ar .Depctrtment was then turnecl to the 

invasion of other terri to~j. General nelson JUles had 

been ordered to organize r=.n expedition tt.1 ::.--ue,rt.o Eico and 

plans were made imra.ediately to give hi::; ut;.nost cooperation 

in directing tr-a!lsports a.nd. rum! ahing re-enforoem.enta. 6 

There 1s very little defi.i:1i te info1\n.a.tio:..:-1 as to the 

exact reasons for sendi.o.g our ar.Jled forces agaimst tho 

Spanish o:r1 the island of :Puerto nlco. Eov:ever. aa J?resl

dent McKinley expressed it 1n his seoond annual message t.o 

Congress, recennber 5, 1898, t1\Iith the fful of Santiago the 

ooeupation of .Porto .Hico beo&ue the next strategic neces

sity. n?. The fuet that such an expedition vma strategic is 

pointed out by General :Nelson Hiles in llis dispr;tcti to 

H. A. Alger, Seoretary of . };'ar, dated July 17, 1896. Gener.al. 

)!iles called, attention to a strong fleet of naval vessels 

in the port at Gan Jua..11. prepurins to go to Gpai:n and sug

gested a strong combined movement on T-'Uerto Eieo to make 

sure of the ea::pture of ttte island e.4d the reduction. of 

Spanish forts there.a 

After a con.t'erence of the. ?resident and the Secretariefil 

of War and tJavy o.n the .morning of' Ju.ly 18, (~neral t~iles 

was directed to land tt~c troops then on tlle Yale ancl. other 

4 H. Doe. N'o. !, 55 Cong., 3 sess. • 124. 
~ Ibid. -
u Y'6io.". 130 • 
7-' 

James D. 'Richertlson, ! Compilation c:f the 1.c'.iossages 
end Papers of' tte Presidents, !§64, Z, §3.- -
- 6 R...,,. r _.._. -;;- ... 5&:. " ~ ~ ~ · 1~·"'-0 _ •. Joe.~·~' v C.ong., ., ... e ... s., ;., • 



transports at any place in Pu.erto Rico he m,1ght detemlne.9 

A similar message. we.s sen.t to Admiral Sampson, e~ndina 

the Morth Atlantic Squadron. t!iles ln turn sent a letter 

to li.dmira.1 Sruapson requesting atl:d1 tiona.l naval f o:rees be 

ordered·to cover the landing of some ten thousand men on 

the island of Puerto Rico and at tlle same ti.me to hold the 

Spanish sl:dps then known ti:? be in tbe harbor at Sa.n Juan, 

Puerto Rico.10 

Upon reaching the islt.Hld of Puerto Rico,. Miles found it 

advisable to take the harbor of ·GllWiioa fi.rst. This was 

promptly done and the J,_raeriean flag was raised in Guauiaa 

a.t 11 o' oloek O.."l July 26. llo oasu.alties were reported. on 

the .tt..merioan side .ll Plans "ii!.>ere 1,.11UJ.edie.tely made tor a 

complete conquest of the island. JUly 26, in an engagement 

at Ya.ueo, the Spanish vJere defeated. The navy entered the 

harbor at Ponce I the la.rsest ei ty on the island, ou «luly 

2"1, and the artny took -possession of the oity the :next day ... 

Skirmishes continued until 1 on .h .. ugust 13, 1898 • th.a Ji.meri

cans had occupied a large portion of the island as a re

sult of .six engagements. At this t!.111e wora was received 

of the signing of the protocol on the twelfth of AugustlE 

and .hostilities ceased, leavin;g the Spanish 1n command of 

San Juan.l3 

In correspondence with the tr.nited States Peaee Oam-

9 Ibid. , l&.. 
10 Ioid. 
11-lbid., 132. i~ Ibid.• 1~9. 

'fhI"d • ., 140. 
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missioners at Paris in a message dated &,ptetiber 16. 1898, 

President :>1cKinle.y pointed out that our government required 

of Spain the unqualified concessior1 of t.he :following -de

mands whloh oonoern our subject: 

II. The cession to the U11i tt:::d St.ates of Porto Tiioo 
and other islands unaer .Spanish sovereignty in 
the iie:it Indies. 

IV. The lmmediate evacuation by Spain of Cuba, Porto 
Rico, and other Spanish .islands in the west 
Iudies .1, · 

These demands vrere conceded by Spain, and thelr concession 

v.as recorded 1n the protocol of the twelfth of August, 1898. 

The Treaty .of Peace -was concluded at Paris, DiJoember 

10. 1896;15 ratifications were subsequently exch.anged, and 

the traa~y was finall'li .. proclaimed on April 1.l, 1699 .lo 
Excerpts from the treaty which concern this subject are 

given below: 

.Article II - Spain oedes to the United Sta.tea the 
Island of' Porto Ri.eo and oth~r islands oow under 
Spanish Sovereignty in the ~Vest I.ndies a-u.d the 
Island of Guaa in the r!e.rianas or Ladrones • 

. Article IX • • • • In case theyl'I rer..t.ain in the 
territory they m.ay :preserve t:tteir allegiance to the 
.oro\m of Spain by !llaldn.g, be.fore a court of record., 
~~thin a year from the date ot the exchange or 
rat.ificati.ons of this tree.ty, a deel;;;.rtttio.u of' 
their decision to preserve such ~llegiance; 1n 
default or v~i'lich declaration they sbtall be held 
to have renounced it and to have adopted the na
tio.i1ality of the territol'Y i;.;i whioh they rn.ay reside .. 

The civil i-it~hts and political stil.itus of the 

14 U. s. For. Rel. 1898; :a. Doo. Xo. l~ 55 Cong •• 5 .... .-. ....-....., ._....... -· ,....._. - _...,,. 
seas.! go4. 

5 Sen. Doc., 61 Cong • ., 2 eess., XLVIII, 1690. 
16 lld.-
17 Span.1sh subjects, natives of the peninsula.. 
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native 1nhabit~n:t~; of the territories herl/;iby ceded 
to the Uni t,od ;~ta.tes shrul oe df~ter:-1rlnea. b;r the 
Congress .18 

11:ith the conclusion 01· this tree;ty,. 3paiu had ,\;;llgned 

a1r-.·ay bar last vestige of authority in the t;;:estera Hemi

sphere .. 

Puerto Rico, like Cuba, had been vmg!:ng a Wi.~r of revolution 

for independence v:ith. u. .£!!t fuc:to insula.r govern.neut, it 

is wholly prcbcble that tri:.2 United States would have es

tablished tt.e I'uel'"tc RiOtin$ as a separate sovereignty under 

her :protection. 

But sueh was not the case and Puerto .2ioru.J patriots 

settled down ir;i.. a prolonged series of' pG.ssi vo efforts 

tcward auto:t10.;uous goverrunent fo:i:. .. the i.slaud. 11l1eBe efforts 

grew in m.agni tude emd are flourishin1;; as tL.is is wr:itten. 

18 Se.n. - Do.o .• • 61 Cou.g., 2 sess., X1JFJ:TI, 1690 .. -

5 



Ghtt'l)ter IT ..... ....... *- -

J::arly Bff'orta toward }�tonomz under 

sinco the early yei;rs of t�he t1inetec:nth century up tc the 

Ihe ,government of :Puerto Hico under �spanish. rule ur:.ti.l 

the latter pa.rt of the nineteemth century v1:?.s fountled 

upon the shorts1rJ:..ted colonial :rolic.y cf' Dpe.in. !t v:o.s 

nothini! more tltnn a .::n.111 tF..ry regir:e bent on tte exr:·loit&-

tion over thnt portion ot the l'.�ev; �:orld .• l L. brief hit::tor- 

1cal sketeli: of the gaverrr:.nEmt of Puerto :Hico should be of 

interest to the J..rnerican stm.dent in forming1 c tect:g:"oux.a for 

the stuo.y of' the tireless efforts un the part of I-ucrto 

Rioe.n 11-atriots to f:iecure uutono:..1y for tho island. :L noted 

the governE.ent unde:t'.' �}pa.in, prevtous to tho granting of the 

• ·t • • 1�97 2 f 11 .i:"i.U onoo.1 a J.ll o , as . c 01st:):

• • . • it ue.y bG .said ttu::.t for O"."'f;1• tl;ree
oenturieH Porto Rioc wae governed, • • • H.S e:" �il
i tnry post, and thc,t the gover:ior, :io the :royal 
represent&ti ve, WE",a the source of all r,o-rmr ar;.d 
autl.i.ority in the Ifiluad. Up to 1840 the tr..n11Ja were 
practicru.ly .m.auaged by u1Y;1-y offlu(:I'b, \,.iL.usti du.ty 
it was to report directly to the ea-pt�.iir:: gcnorul of' 
the Island.. :From thf.!,t. ti;:ae until 1870 'the policy 

l Fodro Capo-.Rodriguez, 
""' .. -·- (·� b 1-1,.., .1.ev:iew, .L: :,;ovtVil Eu� t v � 1 ,

2 ... bid J. . . •

Eispauie-Ataerican Eistorieal 
54!5. 

present ti:n.e. 

tion of the island and the maintenrtnce o1' Cp.r.mish dcrn.it:r.:.-

Puerto Hionn historia:n., Pedro Dapo-~lodrigu.e:z, tlcscri.bed 

----



was gradually adopted of giv:tng to the larger, :nunici
paJ.1 ties a local governmer.rt adt"lli,uistered by the oi
vilian.s o.ppoi11terl by the :z;ovarnor ant! chosen, as a 
rule,, f ro~n among the nati vee of Spain residit'.lg in 
th.e Island.5 

The spirit of nationalism and th.e idea of independence 

among Puerto PJ.oa.ns was considerably strengthened by the 

independence .r:,f ,·enezuelS: in 1811, 4 e.ud that of Santo Do

mingo in 1821.5 The first actusJ. e.fforts came in 1.835 with 

the :planning of a military u.pr1sing against the prov1noia.l 

Spanish. govermn.ent in ·which more than fifteen hundred ci

vil1an Puerto Ricans also intended to take part. The plan 

resulted, however, only in the severe punishment of e group 

or patriots.. Perez t1oris and cuet.o, Sr·anish historians. 

considered this eouspirae;;r as "tbe first serious step to 

seeessionism.." A second attempt at a military uprisi.ng in 

San Juan, thf.i principal Puerto .Hicen ei ty and. set..t or the 

goverW!len.t of' t~e !slrmd, in 1838, al.so failed .. 

For nearly thirty yea.rs th:er,s wes very little activity 

on the surface among the .Nationalist patriots. .In 1864. 

Captain Luis Pa.dial y 17izcr1rrondo was believed by the 

government to have oe1tn1 appointed chief of tl'1c revolution 

being planned.. He was sent to Spsain as a result. Three 

year:J later, 1.u l86V,, :iany petr!ots vre:re exllod or Bubjected 

to other pun.isl.lllleruts as alleged 1n.s":igntors of' o.nott.er 

atte:!lpted :rebel.lio.n. Because of this m.ove.m.ent,. Be:ni to 

3 Capo-Rodrigue~, O""}. ill•, 545. 
4 Dailey w. Dittie, Po~to ~: A Broken Pledg~, 187. 
5 Ibid. -

' 



:iontero, a corporal of the r:rrtiller~t bBtullion, was put to 

The Lare;~ re'bellion, the lerfost 

tlu~t time, arose in 1866. This revolt v;as ctdefly tb.e 

result of t'he re,volutio:nery acti vJ. tins of f:r. l1eteurces ,. 

to the acquisition of the islu.n.d by the United ;;:tates. 6 

but IJetances 
N 

escapt,d. 1 

1887, and as a result the Civil Guard under th.0 iovernfilent 

of· Oen.eral P&lacios employed the rico;11ponten .... inquisitorial 

tortures - in J1er.secutirtg :a.en o:t the ./.,uto:no:r.u:>u.s :Party, 

al thougl:1 tacrxy of' tho st?: persecuted c111ir;ied th~;; t tbey ht\d. 

nothing to do with. the secret revo1utior-u:n."y m.oveu1ents.8 

6 Zlanuel Guzra&n :todriguez, '..'.l !,ibro de :·uerto fdao 7 91 .. 
7 "'~iffi it 18-.'8'. - - -..,, .J ' ·· . · e t O!J • C • , , 

ci tt..ttn.on.g the nrisoner.s l:eld in '1:1 '}or-i•o' in that year 
V.iere Pedro :.rarla I;;escartes, r;.,hc tole tLo i3.Uthor tluit he 1:;u.s. 
tLe .?rssiilerrt of the secret societ.y 'La ~rorre del Viejo•, 
e.£1d Jose Yicente Go11zal€,Z, vibo wc.:,1J pw:li~he{l by 'co.~ponte, 
because it ·,;,:1as bn11eved that l:e Wti.s a. IrtE:r1ber 01' said soci
eties .. t' Co1W"1ent by \famuel Guzm.nn Hodr1suez in his article 
1~1:1 ';,;acionalisno en :Fu,arto Eioo, !Y or n:;,Jationt1Jis'.11 Ln T'li.erto 
r::ico,.H J)Ublished in ::.:1 Libro de -,":ucrto r:ico, 93. 

~·"' ·:· ~------- ~ 



In the same Jear a number of rebels fatH1 eonspi.rators 

wet"e exiled, or otherwise punished 0s a result or a. riot 

taking :place in Yau co. ~L1b.e pro::r~oter of the uprising, 

Antonio ?;,!attei Lluveras, \1as in :-;e1i7 York at the time trylng 

to organize a.n expedition to aid the n.1ovem.ent.9 

To full)~ rippreciate the numerous eondi.tions and eir

eurastanees in.fluencinr; the eti.rly et.fort~ of Puerto -~leans 

to gain independence fro::a Spa.in or some form of liberal 

self-s;over:u.:llent, it is advi.se.ble to consider t:t.G attitude 

of' tbs oent?"al Spanish governrt1.e.nt toward her colonial 

:possessions o.nd tov.:ard ruerto Rico in purticµ.lur. Spain 

·went too tar in extending her· .lli.ed!eval oolonia.l :polioies 

in the West Indies without keeping abreast of the t.in.es. 

Spa.n.isb states.:.1en anti leg1slotors ot tbe past century seemed 

always unaware of the bluuders cf the policy of ttte Bpmiish 

government in tbe atte.111.pted m.anugement of her eoloniez of 

this heclsphere. It was because Spai1'J. .et)uld not maintain 

. its .superiority over f,uerto Rico a.nd Cuba that Spanish 

rale beol..'.ll.11e cruel innd utterly unbearable. 

Coupled f,1. th the uprisings in Puerto liieo, the Cuban 

revolution of 18c8., ending in the agreement of' 'El Sanjou 

of 186810 (later dishonored by Spain) and the 31:~uish 

-v""l1•ti 01.-1 o"' D:""--t""·f•b,·,... ..J,. ,:,,:;.. V !A, .- ..,,... !., i-.c,v.11 'C 0!U ~~ ..._ J 

or J~erto Rico a Spex1ish province in 1870 with m1 adequate 

repreeentation in the Spa:lisb. pu.rlis,nent lulc': other provi-

9 Dif fie , £12.. _ill. , 188. 
10 Capo-Rocriguez, pn. cit., 545. 
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sio:na that m.ade the gcrvern~nent of the islr2.nd more liberal 

and civil in character. Hrr1ravtn", the jurisdiction and 

1)0\'.ll'Cr of the insu.l&r gover:t!'!.ent 'N.ls still :pr1£1.ctically sub

ordinated to the will of the governor saner.al, and in 

special e:ises the whole matter could be taken to the cen

tral government in .Spain .ll 

from that time until the cession o!"' the: 1.sl~nd. by Spain 

to tlie United States, the status of ruerto Rico was that 

of a Spanish. province, and under the ~lpanish cons.ti tuticn 

.subjects or citi~ens of Spe.i.r1. 

It was duri11g the period ir111J.ediately ;praeeding the 

aequlsltio:u of the isla:.:1d. b:y the United ,States that Puerto 

Ricans in their energ£t.1c appefi.1S in tbe Speni.sh p~:rliaru.ent 

were able to eom:nand the respect cf the central govornm.ent 

of Spain. As a result, a more liherel :policzt to·ward t:ne 

island V,t&s assumed. 

However, the aot-ivities of the Volunte.rios, or the 

Spanish Militia,12 soo:n rendered practically useless tbis 

new policy of tte centrf'...l gove:rr.un.ent. This wa.s :follov:ed 

by a period of persecution a.nc. m.iame.magement which rer.:.et1ed 

its height wi tl: the 11 eo:npontet• in 1687 untler General 

!?alaeios. Ten yea.rs later tho central goverrL"1.ent resolved. 

tha.t self-goverru1te!1t shoulci be gi vea to :r-u.erto Eioo. !n 

v.rl ting of this a.ctl on by Spa1 n, ::?enor Ce.rio-Rodrigu.ez 

10 



stated as follows: 

• ,. • • due to a combination of events, including 
the Cub1:1n }'c.r of I11dovende:rne of 1895-98, t:Le .!ltroae; 
and oontlnu.ed :prossuro of th.::' TJ.ni ted States upon the 
eoverffin.ent of :Jprdu; \Vrdch m .. tl:1hu1tt;d in thlE: ;3par.~ish
Ar;ie:r1oan War, the, :representations of a hs.nd!ttl of 
illustrious -:,orto ?Jcm:n.s rep:re;Jcr.t.ing the J'.;;uto.ncxr~ists 
P.arty headed by Munoz Rivera, a11ci the teer pe:rt.aps 
of a i:o:rto I?ici:H1 upri::iing u:ulens grer:tter ju.stioe 
were granted to the Island, the cabinet of Senor 
.Sat~asta reaol vcd; thllt self-government zi.ould: be given. 
to· r~rto E:i.co.13 

her 25 • 1897, by :Jaria Cristine.,. as queet1 regent of the 

'kin~non-> 14 
" {·~""-· i4W, • 

J.lthough this now al.'.u.ost forgotten Spanish d.eoree of 

1697 pxactieally centralized all power ;,2_nd .authority under 

the governor,15 it diei provide ror u colonial parlia:_'llent 

and ot:ter liberal eonces,sions.16 But this lone anti.oipatad 

autono:da or self-government we.nt for nrc:ught, since it 

tmrely reiwhed the .stage of sucoas3f·u1 operation ·wb.e:1 the 

in the island. 

under the autlwrity of the 7toyul recree of 18~7 met on July 

17, 1ese.. on .July 25 came tl,:e ne,.;s tll,t.t the t.:11eric:..'G:1 fleet 

was of'f, Guanioa preparinc to land .17 

lS C ~ R ~ 1~·a" it ~ 4 e · a.t.>O• OCl' 0 U~·'-i on. £.._•, v'-" • 
14 U' . ::: ·7-or ':":,..,.J.~ 1a·,c,~ r..::,;e-~,a4 • .- • .., e ~ ..... Y • .,,..c,;.'l- J V- "-' - "'!" • 

l C: -- -- ------ ----- .............. 0 Diffie, O:£• cit., 32. 
lu i'rom a Spanish :point of' viev, the decree was real.ly 

a long step toward a wiser policy of colonial afu~inistra
tion. 

1 '7 T,1,· <-.""ie. o.... c-it "'"> 
., 11,. J. # .~· ...::..,_• ' i.,i...,. 

11 



The Legislature adjourned, never to meet asain under 
the Spaaish tleth and the worli or 400 yasr~ was blown 
a.way 1n1. t.h.e breeze that raised our flag over the 
island. ff 

m1en G-eneral Iii:lles. at t:he hea.d ot the !~eriean Army, 

landed u;ion the islanu or liU.erto ruao, in July, lSiS, he 

issued a :r;roo.lamaticn wnioh has been the source of muoh 

cont.r-oversy and the inspiration for ~uoh native ·paerto 

lU.can speech-making and v1ri tin;;. Because of the interest 

manifested by the inhabitants o.f the island at the time 

and tbeir expectations in regard to the benefits of ftlll.eri

oan r1s1le the proclamation is quoted ss follows: 

TO mi I]m'.&~B!Tl..NTS or :POI,TO P~CO: 

In the prosecut.ion of the war against the King
tiom o! Spa.in by the people of the Uni ta<, States in the 
cause of liberty, justice and humanity its military 
:for.ees have eome to oceupy the island of 'Porto Rico. 

They co.me bearins the banner of freedom, inspired 
by a noble purpose to seek the enemies of' our country 
and yeurs. and to destroy or capture all vzho are in 
armed resistance. They brin.s you the fostering arm. 
or a nation of' free people, whose greutest power is 
in .its Justice and hum.aaity to all those living wi.tb.
in its told. Eence the first effect or tbis occupa
tion will be the i:mnediate release from your form.er 
political relation, and. it is hoped a cheerful aeeept
anee of the governme:nt or the 'Jnited. States. 

The ohief object of the i,m.eriean military forces 
will be to overth.row the er.med author! ty of $-pei.u and 
to give to the peoplfZ of your beautiful islandi the 
measure of 11 berty eo:n.si ste:Zlt with this military oc
ou:pati.on. 

we have :not co:.,1e to make war upon the people ot 
a country that for centuries has been oppressed, but, 
on tl1e contrary* to bring you protection, not only 
to yourselves but t.o your property., to pro:note your 

18 1· '-1..11 • 'fiAais "'f 1-'ost m:e1k,..+ 's '10"""""ll'"' ·1·n ,.,.Ort'"' '"'!4'co " u u.., E\:v0 . n •.. t,; , t'IU'-u · s-,•v ,trJ;. £A :.r · v ~~ · .t 

World's ~. i(T,!II, 2$1-267 .. 
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pros,perity • and bestow upon you the imrm.11.dtiea and 
blessings of the liberal 1ilst1tut1on.s of our Govern
ment. 

It is not our purpose to inter·tere v.ri th any 
ez.:1at1nb la.we a.n.d custo1::.a tb.ut t;.re Vi'holet.c.:.E.e unu bon
efioial to your people so long ss they eotlfor.A to the 
rules of mili tt..ry udm1n1stratio.r:. of oro.ei~ and Justioe. 
Th1s ia not a \'Jar of deva.station, but one to .give 
to all ~1.thiti the oor..trol of lts utlltary and uaval 
force.$ the advantages and. blessings of e:nligt:.tened 
civilization.19 

l'ielson A. 'Miles .. 
. Major-General , Comm.an.ding Uni t-ed Ste.te.s J,:rm,v. 

The landing of J\meriean troops in 1896 was welcomed. 

by the independence party• confident that 1\:lericans came 

to bring indtrpendenee to the island. 1el1z '.Jatos Bernier 

offered. his services .• with a number of i11:en 1 to t'~neral 

Hiles, and Pedro ~Jaria :Ceseartes, wit.h u group ot follo~-ers, 

aided the forces ,of Co,lonel :C:ullings. 20 S1m.Ul tan,eously, 

the Liga de Patriota.s :ruertorriquenos, founded by Irugenio 

Maria de Hostos in the interest of the inder,endence move

ment. raised tho white flag, and requested u :plebisclte 1 

manifesting a desire for the independence of the islo.ml .21 

However, th.rout;h tlle lack of strong poll ticc.1 lea.de:rs and 

the oppoait.1on of the United States, the ideal was ae.t 

aside, reas.ni:festiug itself later on the island i!l the 

Unionist and ~ationeJ.ist parties. 

When the tr&llilter of the island to !J..Ueriean control 

was completefl, the Lep&rtment of·FU.erto Hico was erented. 

i~ Ii. Doc. lr2.• !t 55 Cong •. • 3 seas. , 14·2. 
liitl'Ie, St• m,. • 189; Rodriguez, .el?.• oi t. , 93., 

21 !.21!• ; Diffie, $!.• ill.•, 189. 
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"'2 rnili tary governor. w · 

in turn, on tray ~, lG99, by f:rigadier Ct:neral Ceorgc 

under the act of 

1rb.ough Porto J.ico and tl1e Philip;Jines hold a 
dit:ferent relation to the Eni ted ;Jta.tes, jtet,. !'or 
convani.ence o:.f' admiaistratic.n, the se:1.tric princlplc 

he 

• 

of 1:1uto:w~,1ous gove r::1.t:10nt been e2~te:ndea to them .• 
• • • 'The time is rip8 fo.r the edoptimt of a tsu
po:rary for:n of f::;ovE1:r.·nment for this i ::;;land. 

:Fres.id.ent ;.JcKinley continued further as follows: 

• .. • for pric.::.seut pury,oses I recommend that Congreas 
pass e, lavr f'or the orttcu1ization. of a temrorarv gover·n
;,,,p·,,;t. F'>:1· C"' '-'1''•'411 ···","'0.;;J., r"\e. f'o,,• thn /J...,T'.,Q'1 •1t'· ,nc,.,·,.t~ b·y t· t,,p. ,'!.l.il'W_L.,. j iiJ,, .... . ,t..-J.- ii:J -J,.0.. J::-l..1. .. "f 'io,l,; - ,.I,; ,0>,50~ .._...,_j',fJ_..,, ..L,,( ;,-_,._V£.JI. U-

r-resident, subject to confj_rJIE,tion by the L,enate, 
of a. governor and such at.her officers as 'the general 
0 .ai,:"'~ ,.-,,t ,;t·"r•,,t.''1 o~, ·of t~,;c, i·sl,"·''''' ·,~n\1 ·r,,,,n,,1.,,,,-. ti-,r,t. ~...t.\J.,.,,..4°""'"-"..._'°""' ---.- -- A.-·!, _ - &,i._ ._ "'""'·,l.V. ·...,'1.,-..........,J -v ~;:;.,W.· ,..._,~, J ;i._t,,.;; 

for legislative purpo;;(es upo:n subjects of a local 
ne,ture not pe.rh1kinG of a ><'ederal ot.ltire.cter s legis
lative council, ccuposed partly of ci tt z,ens of the 
United States, shall lie no::.:.i ·1.ated r:nd s.r,r:ioLuted 
by the 1:\r-es:taent. subjf,;ct to confir:;;,ation by the 
f3enate, tteir acts to·· be subject to the Ccpprov:al 
of tho Congress 01• the: 1:ires:ldent prior, to going 
into effect.. In tLe munici~0alities e.nd other local 
zubdi visioc.s ! recom.!:l1ea<l thi .. t tli.e priuci.r:le of local 
zclf"-gover.::c1e11t be tfPi)licd &1t once, so as to er;.at-le 
the int,2lligent citizen£, cf' the isl&t .. d to partici1,;at.e 
in tholr o,m 0overn:r,.e11t and to le0rn by practical 
expcriunce the duties a::1d require:neats of :,i self
contained uml self-co"'-:r(1,rnin1i;.: peoplt:1. J have not 
thou,e;l:t. it vdss to ocrn.::d t tbe w1ti 1·e ,§/.:ivcrrunent o:r 
the ir£:l~:r1d to o:f'f':lcers s0leett::,d by the peor,le., be-

2i.-,-. - Ben.. Doc. 
23- -Ibio. 

57 Gong., 1 seas., 11. 
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c use I aoubt other in habits, training, and x
per1ence they re sue s to fit them to exercise 
at once so larg degree or self-government; but 
it is y jud ent and expectation that they ,111 
soon arrive at an attainment of x-oerienoe and ~s
do and elf-control that ill justify conferring 
u on them a much 1 rger p rtioipation in the choice 
of their insul r aftairs.24 

On April 12, 1900, the so-called Foraker Act ,25 pro

viding a for:n of civil go~ernment, as passed. Under this 

act a gover ent on the erican odel ich aimed at 

balancing the po er bet,veen .American and Puerto ~ican 

officials was set up. then the bill as presented to the 

Senate it contain d a provision extent.Ung to Puerto Ricans 

the privilege of .American citizenship, but this ;as left 

out by the oo..runittee in charg·e of the bill.26 The omis

sion of the privilege of citizenship in the final dr ft 

of the bill was a distinct blo to the pr1d or the Fuerto 

Rican people. The act as a hole has been criticized 

harshly by its opponents and favorably by those who consider 

it ·orked well. !:iX-Governor Regis H. Post stated thut he 

considers it the best form. of gov rm.ient hioh could have 

been devised for ruerto Rico at that time. He continues, 

however , that 

••• coming so shortly after the realization of 
their hopes for autonomy gr ted by Spain , and 
excluding the Porto aioan from our citizenship, 
it bore seeds of disappoint ent and wounded self
respect, which ere to grow crop of dissatisfao-

24 Jam.es D • • chardson, essages !.!!2. Papers .2! ~ 
Presidents, X, 162. 

25 u. s. Stat. at L rge,. XXXI . 77. 2,---- - « 

~. Rep . _!£. ~. 56 Cong ., l sess. 
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tior: 

o:u issue of ~,,hat course to follov:. ThH :partieB being 

ther of theaa parties advocated ·a ,,, tt··· 1n c~enQence a n1s tLue, 

organization a.;,: a territory.28 

The fi.rst legislature met on I>ecember 3, 1900, aud 

remained in session un.til January 31, 1901,29 by which time 

o.i vil Govern-

ft syst~m. of taxation. 

Governor .Allen served until f::le:ptem.be:r 1J1, 1901, w:tu~n 

,~cti 

In s ar.mual rcrport dated July 10, 1902, Hfter th.e 

third ye,::.r of cJvil govbr:mneut unae.r the Foraker 1.,l!.TJ vm.s 

d been very en-

16 



to :fear any serious intcrruptic..111 :in the i'uture .,30 

arising out of for:.:a.er tL::i.es, ul tl:ou.g!l a few were dissat

isfied ·with the gover~.i.ii1out .. 

Loeording to Governor Hunt, the I'orn.kc:r lcw f'rirn.ished 

a..n a.d.m.irable i'crm. of' gcver;..1111:;.'; .. nt for the isl1:.1.ad. 

Lhatever doubt may b.av& olice existed. as to its 
practical applicabili.ty must give way before the 
actual facts recorded under the crucial test of 
ope.ration. Through its provisions the United States 
has br.ou.ght liberty, ,...self-gover.nmer-it, and r,,rospori ty 
to a million people.~l 

Under this law, Congress provided t'or the appoi.ntm.ent 

by the Presiuent of a governor, a seoretery, an attorn.ey

,ge:ueral, a treusurer, ~n. auditor, a oo:Jw1ission.er of the 

interior., and a comu""lissione:r- of education, es.ch to serve 

four years. The five depurtm.e..a.tal he.:ids, together with 

five native 2uerto !!ieaus, likewise apriointed b:r the Pres

ident, eonstitu.teti the executive oou.ucil, wtiob, besides 

aotin,g, .::;s an advisory body to the f~overnor, form.ed the 

hig,her branc!r of tb.z legislati vo as.se1llhly, while the house 

of delegates, 00,11:posad of tldrty-fi ve ueiubers eleete,d 

bienni&lly, :for.med the lower branch ,.32 

On July 25, 1905, a Convention of J.(Junicir,nl L6.legc.tes 

v1as held at San Juan in which they acted unanimously in 

30 Sen. Doc. •_No. _32, 57 Cong., 2 seas, II, ll. ~1 ........................ 
~. Ibid.~ I, 13. 
""2-
"' John Ball Osborne, "The i.!l.tericanizL:1tion ot Porto 

Fdeo," World's. Work, VIII (:~1ay. 1904), 475g-4765. 
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asking for e. certain reforr.1 of' tho :f'u.nda:sen.tal law that 

;\·ould larg(ijly transfer thG c:ont.rol tfi' the local 1§1.ove.r·:J.aeut 

Hobart s. Bird iu e..q, article _;,,ublishcd in. the. 0ut,look 

pointed out that the question should r..ot be whetht.:n" :'uerto 

·to us, but whethel· it wotJ.ld be go'Verued ,;..ore satls,faotor

ily to th.ea. The priaeipal fears e.itertained oy the ';"Jni ted 

the islanders seeued to be that peace and order would not 

be 111aix1tained and personal -property rights respected; that 

u..1.wise class legislaticn would be L:1dulged in; that reli

gious liberty v;ould not remain inviolt:.te, aud uon-sectarian 

public. instro.cticn wc;uld b0 tt.bandoued o:r seriously i:-..lr,&ired; 

that injustice and r,artitdi ty in the judiciary wot.J.d be

com.t:- the rule instead of the e;.i:ception; that the principles 

go-vernirig the i.'.llposl tion o:f te.:.tes and the assess;:;ient o:t' 

equality, 

ocmtin.ued. Bills were iutrouuced in the elective lov,er 
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house of the iu;.jular legislat·aro p:rorosing tl:.at tho island 

be an indepeude:at territor:r w.1.de:c the protaatorti.ta o:f the 

'United Dte.t,es, whereby tt.1.e voice of the Uni tea. States in 

Even. !llore in~isteut we:t"e t::.e dem.a11as th:.1t the executive 

oouucil should be electeti. 

Yet a:n illusti·atio:u of tho attit~ude of' the :politicians 

and the wo1"ki:ng ot '!)oli tic.al rin..ga in the autonomous parts 

of' the tuerto :iican governm.E>.nt is ti-::.i.ely and oay he :round 

meeting by the local "Republican Committee of Cialesii: 

f~Jh&reas the month of' :~iay is now approaching, at 
whi.ch time will fall due the :pay;nent of ;;-200.00 du.a 
the co.'11:ui ttee, said payment beinG:_ guaranteed by the 
eoreligiona.ries [J:ellow part.isan~ Sen-oro.e Barnas, 
Wieves, :.:runoz, and ~ontes, it is hereby .ordered that 
on all puy2ter1ts of salarie;:~ f'or services rendered 
during the month o:f: January by mw1ioipal emr;loyef;s, 
five J')er cent urn. fror:1 t2:Le total am.oar.it paid ea.ch 
employee be deducted u:itll the su.m of ::200 .oo is thus 
aecumula.ted • • • • Tlds order shall be coI&c:1unicated 
to the mun.1oipal trezsurer and eon.ptroller. If any 
employee refuses to per.:::i.it such discount, the mu:u.ie
.ipal tre0sure1" Bh&..11 L:1for.J1 this co:n.r.ilittee thereof ,.35 

\Jitl1 the adjournment of the insular legislature in 

1906 two incidents ap:peered on the hol'izon to it.1.dicato a 

favorable turn in public sentiment to\'lard the 1\llerioan 

people. Ihe first va:s ai:1 article :published in the ?uerto 

.s.djournm.ent of the legislature: 

\~here libel"'ty he.a previously beeu nestro:yad, it 

35 Eugene P. Lyle Jr .. 11 ttQur .Experience in Porto :tl.ao.n 
World's E2!.!. XI, (J°anuary, 1900), '1086. 

19 



~i1here a systera. of' plum1er l1ad. been :l1rtrcJd'Uced, 
resti t:J.tlon took its place. 

In short, per:t1ic.tous lavts - laws tendin$ to 
bring ruin and m.ia-f'ortur1e :smonG the people - were 
substituted by good laws, thus realizing aw.ldst the 
s.:rrpla:use of flUbliu opinion 1,1cts ot true just iee. 

11'h.e legJslative work of 1CJ05 and 1900 is a 
patri.otie 1abo1•. 

It opens wide the road ot pro6ress aacl happiness 
to the :.Porto Rican people; it leads them to the i'ul
fillmant of their le·gi ti.mate aspirations, cheokin.g 
unwholesome pass.ions, :rratriclds.l ha."t.r,ed, ilnd re
storing to the couutcy t.he ,r1oral peaoe so dear to it. 

crn:l Court of a Federal Grt':u1i.l Jury i:n .Nove11ber, 1905. The 

c.1bjeot of' 

single paragraph fron1 this doc.nJ.ment :reads as follow$: 

The :people of Porto Rico ai~ not disloyal to 
the United States, uo:r is ttere any such feeling 
o:t' .host.ili ty towards the Government of' the United 
States or toward.s ~~.marieau. institutior.:.s aa tn.ight 
readily be understooa fro.m many expressions used by 
:prejudiced or partial newspaper end :u:iagazine cor
respondent El and vrr'i ters. C11 tbe contrary, our ex ... 
perience, investigation, and k:uov1ledge of the exist
:lng si·tuation in f 1orte.., Hioo we:r:rHnts us in the 
assertion ttiat there is uo more loyal, liberty-loving, 
aud ltrt't0-abidin5 r,€ople livin5 bencEith the f ol#lis of the 
i\m.ericau flag than the citizens of Porto :?J.oc, and 
the:t"e is 110 doubt but Uu.:,t the gr-ea.test hope and 
ambition of the Porto Tiiean peopl1--i todalr is to be · 
11'...0re closely allied with arnI to be given a greater 
,m.easure of' p.artlcipatio.n in adtninistration of the 

f"!,i"' 

.::1o L. S. (An.on.} , nI:-:::.pre.sisdons of a Careless T:ravoler -
*~\i1lat Our Youngest Child 'iJa.nts, '" Outlook, LX:'GUII (August, 
1906), 855. 



In a message to congress transmittiuz a reriort m.acle 

by the .Si:ecretary ot tar upon the condi t.tons ezistin:3 in 

Puerto Rieo, President 1l1a.ft called attention to the desires 

e:.is..--pressed by th.e var:loua :Puerto Rican political factions 

for a;ae:uorAe.nts to the .Foraker law, es-peoially the desire 

J .. t.J. f:ickinson, suggested not an a,ct l:llaking all Puerto 

P..ican citizens i'Jnoricti.n ci tizeu.s with or v~i thout tbeir 

consent, but an act to provide macl1inF.1ry by which :?uerto 

Rieen citizens \\UC should r,1ake the r,roper s.pplioation f'or 

ci tizenshi.p to a proper court shall beoo.:.ne :\merican ci ti

zens upon taking the oath c,f i:llegiance to the Unit~Hi 

States. Ee s1.1ggested further that after a certain date 

the rigt!..t to vote and to hold office should be co.nftnee 

to J.merice.n citizens. 

In .making; reco!lLlle!ldations eo.ucerning the de;Jland of 

the islanders t·or a.n electiv0 senate, Secretary !'ick1:nson 

I do not think it wis.e to grant nt :present this 
dem.a:ud in full but reccmmeie ttat s cen.ate be created 
consisting of 13 :ae21bers, all citizens of' Porto Rieo. 
or of the united States ·..-.::: .. o l::.r.vc~ rf;sidec for not lea$ 
than 011e year in ?orto TI.ieo, ei:.:,ht ot whom. shell be 
ar,r.:ointed by the rreeident of' tl:.e United States, z.nd 
the remaind&r elected by tllt1 qualified vote:rg of 

:::,7 - Ibid .. ~c-
~v y. Q2.2_. :i£• .fil, ol Cong., g sess., cx-z:xr, J.. 



ir 

ric~t 

rto 

Puerto Hico was not a part of the Uui ted ::tctes, and he 

could not ·oe naturalized bccG.u;;.;e there ·wt;..S :uo foreign JJrince 

or rovier allegi0.nce tc v;Lieh ll.e could i'c :."swec.r. 40 

Oolleoti ve ci tizs .. ishir v;es gracited ln op3)osi tior~ tc the 

,•.n 
fo:~ incit";pendEiuce. ·:i:.:. 'lhe exocuti ve eo1mc:i.l 'Ras supplem.ented 

-··------



subjeot to contirr11atiuu by tite Puerto rucan senate. The 

govert1or still retained tb..e rigut to veto. 

Political parties on the island had been very e.crtive 

in the matter of CtiU!'lpa:igrJ.ng fo1.~ a.utonou.y ~-rid more liberal 

self-government from the ·tL:1e of the inaUbruratioa of the 

soverll!aent under the Foraker .~et. Inoree.a,ed acrti vi ty oaa,e 

as a result of the passage oi: the J'oAes Bill iu 1917. 

At the elose of the fiseo.l year 191$-1'919. Governor 

Arthur ··Jager embodied iu his annual re}'.)ort a atateraent 011 

tb.e twenty. years of prozress in Puerto ftl.co under illll.e.r.lcan 

arutlnistration. He declared tha't the government of the 

island was both entirely democratic ai1d,, in the main,. 

locally controlled and responsible to the pel.)ple. He 

stated not only that ~uch was tne eaas with political in

stitutions such as the legislature and municipal offices 

but also that. practloaJ.ly the entire personnel who did the 

work of the govern.r.4e1rt were native sous a,nd da,ugh tere of 

the island. Out of 5,953 :positions in government se:rvioe 

only 208 were held by t.hose who were not nutives. 

C'<r0vernor Yager pointed out that only a few SE1feguards 

wh.ieh seemed neoeasary to prot.ect the is.land itself from. 

the inexperience and lack of :preparation of a lar£.~.; part 

of i ta own voters have been retained in the nat.i~ri.al govern

ment, a.nd that those also "Wo'Uld l)e given the people ot ·the 

island as eoon as the work of education and training could 

be made iaore universal and complete. 
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Ch pter !ll 

Political Parties in erto Rico - -
S eking Statehoo4 2.£ Independence 

It is dee ed dvi able in thi study to d Tote a 

chapter to he discu ion of variou political parti s or 

f otions that arose in Puerto ico nd their effort toward 

self-government. A be,tter under tanding or the efforts ot 

Puerto Ricans toward autonomous gover ent hould beef

fected . 

.!!!!. Union Party 

'!'he party "Union d Pu rto Rico" sprang tr · the 

ederal Party. which as dissolved so as to constitute a 

stronger group under the ne name.l The organization took 

place in ebru ry, 1904,2 ore on tbe order ot a league 

ot patriots rather tha..11 as a politieal party . Its aim as 

to ask the Congress o the United State ror a syste ot 

goTernment tor Puerto coot any one of the tollo ing 

types: (a} auton y or elf-gover . nt; (b} st tehood; 

(c) an inde:pende t republic under United States protec

torate. 

Thee rly led rs of the party atrenuou ly pressed 

for independence ad included their desire in the party 

platform. ow, ver, fter the deat or Luis noz River 

1 Rodriguez , tt tionali m 1n orto Rico," in Ubro ----de Pue~o Rico, 93. 
- 2 Ant~ R. Baroelo, "Tho Union Party ot Porto Rico , " 
in ibid., 195. -



\'tho led the, ca:Rpaign for .indeJJendenee • the party rnade 

political status of the island. f',.ntonio R. Barcelo. lawyer. 

at one time pres.ident .of' the insular Senate, became presi

dent oft.be Unionist :Party.3 

From the very ye.ar of' its orga11.izatiou the t1nion Ptarty 

we.s sueeessful at tbe polls.4 The Union1:;ts contiuually 

fought for aut.onomy for a d}icade or more and lncludecl in 

their platfonn. a deolaratlt,n for independence.. Declaring 

tor indeJJendenee o.id not mea . .u that th,ey contemplated rev

oluti 011, for as Ex-Governor Post points out, 

••• the Porto Rican wes a fighter by constitu
tional methods. 15.e bad been trained for centur.ies 
as a politician, ha was astute, courageous, and 
qui.ck to see and grasp any opportunity tr.at the 
la.vs: or the political situation m.ight ofter. tle knew 
exactly what he ,,,anted &nd hov; to influence the 
public opinion of his people ..... 5 

I:n tl,1e J..ssem.bly held in i:tayaguez in l 912, the fol

lovd..ng; deolara:tion was :tssued by the Party: 

The Unionist Party will not support anarchistic 
doctrin.e.s nor systems disturbing the comm.on li:f'e and 
han."-1.ony .of the different social elements, but it does 
declare that the p::ro1etar1at 210re than. any otht:r class 
needs the help and . .:1olidarity of the country. ?orto 
Rican .laborers should reeelve higher v;ages, own their 
ov.11 hor:1es, have sufficient food and elothing and de- · 
cent footwear, and their labor shoUlcl b c limited to 
eig~1t hours a day, vdtt. the enjoyment, in their sad 
oontlition, of all the n1orul a.ud physlcr.tl rleasure 
tb at life af:f ords. \;e also d.emand la.·#s which, without 
whiiuful limitations, will establish oom:pensation for 
labor accidents, cooperative sooieties, shop .b.ygiene, 
preiniums for perservera..nce and. intelligen.ee in manual 

3 Rodriguez, op;. o1t .. 
: :Clffie, :Porto Rico, 30 • 

.. Ibid. -
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la,bor, and loans en1c.bli:nc; laborers to aoq,uire l1omes 
at low prlcea payable on lo.ng terms. \'le deal.re t with
out vain rormu.las, b'c.t by ta,nr;Hile act~, to strengtbe.u 
each day the social brotherhood that obliges the 
lea.d.ers of the r.;eonle to :feel the sorroi:s of tbe 
r,eople end to remedy thes,1 insofar a.s power to do so 
is er:iven tht-:m1, thus render:l:1g ferve:nt ho.mage to the 
new world e.ra through th~ sentL:t1e.n.t oi' hu.nau f'rate1 .. -
:ii ty. 6 

In 1920 the Ge,neral ,.~;.Smfi1bly of the Unionist ?arty 

ratified the forego:tng deelere.tion and added the following: 

Aecordin.g to the. tinality r,ursued by the tfaion
is,t Party it is t:t.e :party's policy more effioientl!f 
to prepare the people morally, polit:1 oally and eeo
nomiaally for the: exercise of the xiglits and. duties 
of free oitizens ci:::pabl& of h.s.nd.ling their own affairs, 
a11d it will not hes i ta.te in sol vlng the probleas 
affecting, hum.an life wt.ich are condensed in de::u.oc
raoyta august trinity: Liberty, Equality and Prater
n1 ty. J;nd in tt.is effort it vli.11 not yield the 
po-sitiou wLioh it hold.s in the conoeption and exe
cution: of ideas co;npatible r1i th conditions of human 
natura. 

The Unionist Party, therefore , upholds the 
pri11ci:pls of liberty which conseoratea .m.au' s in
alienable right to the free expression ot thought and 
to the org.ianizatiou or ru.l classes for tl1e purpose ot' 
establis.bin.g their just cli::i.irns for social ami finan
aial im:proveme:1t. !t also upholds that principle of 
equality v.-1.d eh is based on. the aeknnwledgement of the 
innate privilege of ea.ch im1ivioual, as increased by 
the. fruit of his labor 1- study, volition and abnega
tion, ~no the ;:ri:Jciple o!.: frater.ui ty vih.ieh does away 
w.i.th prejudice of raoa t religion and social standi.ng 
in the in.tar-est oi' g:re~,te:• ho.r:11ony ill the oo.::uaunity. 

The s.oeia.l problem., it m.i.@lt be, s&id, is the 
sole and funciameuta.l proble::i. Jill others. ar-e i..aherent 
therein becauue they con.verge tO'WE:t.rds the organization 
of the indi vidu31. .for his relations \Vi th other beings 
iu the i'o.11nation. of oom:n.uc.1i tles that. make up a people 
and a, nation. Thus the Dol.i tioal uroblelll is inhere,1t. 
ill the social so far as 1 t tenets to establish the 
constitutionul :f'or;:.1ula or systern. of gover.ili.lent serv·ing 
ss a ru.le for .huraau. initiative and ,1;,..ctiv·itio.s.. JUld 

6 Barcelo, 21~· .£11•, 1~5 ... 



so also is the fi.na:i:w.tul :orobl.G:11. which establishes 
the means n.ecessary for ·Ute d.evelop'.'l®:nt of the aom-
1::1u.11 i ty al 0w.,g 1;;1} .1 1 ino s. 

'I' "'"'.::l Y'J:r•·)t"'.l'l't" ''lo'.·* "''T •l·h··t-~ "··.nt_"1· 1~e:<;-;<H1 "'t.·, 1'1.fl d"t· tr ~-U.t:1W .f· '-. 'lwV _...._~ :A...A.;~ ~ t~.:..l~, ,..~V\~'~'( . .,i!.. ,,_,...,. ~;J- '-" .;/' 

justice, public educ at ion., heal tL, charity, f inan.cH~ 1 

agriculture, coa1ueree, L1d.ustries, banks, means of 
transportation, :9ublic works ana services £:.rld, in 
short_. everything rep:refle:nting life and progress, 
should be lookee after vlith the purpose of ra1.sing 
to the highest possible degree the ,::.oral and. mo:te:rial 
level of the ;:-eor,le. 

Since the year 1900 1 when t.h.o t"nionist Party, 
tl:1rough its majority began to act in the Legisla.ture, 
it has directed its effort ano: ell its :1Ui~e:nce to 
the satisfactory solution or these proble:ns of _publio 
char~cter. in oo.nfor:arl ty v~1 th tt.i.e powers granted by_· 
the crsanic :~ct ane t:te resouraes at its CO.ill.',1tu1u.7 

A.s tbe ,.ilontts anc.i years r:assed aft.er the inauguration. 

of' a J10:re liberal. for::.:1 of gover!Wlent fo:r the islaru.t -under 

the lo.n.es Bi.1.lt it is interesting to not& that the leaders 

of t11e Unionist !'arty beoume less insister1t in their osra.-

_paign for statehood. Dn ::ovenber 22, 1922, the party !llet 

in Geaeral .Asse:n.bly and loft out of i ta platform. the state

hood plimk, public opi:nio.n in t,he Un.lted. St.ates anc in 

iuerto Rico having expressed itself o:p-er.i.ly aeainat the 

i.ueorporation of tLe islnn.c. Ei.s a s·ta.te in the !.:Jr.lio.r1. :the 

prevail. 

That it always havi11g; boon the su.r:;re.:ie id.eal of 
the Unionist f'a:rty - juat e.s it has bosn and is that 
of &ll 'Worthy people throu3:t.out history - the irrnt.1-
tu.tion of a free country 1 ~aster of its OT..~n desth1y 1 

7 Ibid., l~? .. -
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·.,c .. ~~ ti> ~. -~ .. 

Li detlrttb1s ttet for the bettc,r 
assurance liberty therG nmtit exist f;;.11 .u~socia-
tiori. of ti c, 'L nd est.ru.ct t £: cLara,cter, be-
tv.;·eon the : ... tic'. tlte: Un:Ltec ;.;,; tates of /,1-r1.erice: 
tho 6dvi:rr.t.ts.ge::;1 ccnveni.e:ices of \",hic:i°l cnn be con-
ceived of' f.rotr~ .L.,:,is been de:;riVGd for tbe 
United. Gtc..teb irnd 1°0:rto Hi-co out of a mere 11ssocia.tion. 
duri:n; tl:e last twenty-three years 7 <ii.id t11e :i"'0StJ1 t~ 
of s~ch association teiu~ felt bevond the territori 
"1i 4 '" ~ t· c;, .~, i' '\.'" ~·t ,-,, , rt O "'' -,. ~, "· t· l·, ..• ·a C·•11' t;, i, •·"'t· r,.·t· eo b·eoou·· .,,.;,. ~...t.,.l.;,l.,l. .• ..., ·V,J,,.. ~-. '..,.;.f..._ V V _· ,;, ... l.t.e.t.~ ~j..t.,';;i" -~-.)i,. ··V"-..<\ ·y. J4.,i. **"' ..... :,.;.tV 

'fa.r beyond thofJe. lird.ts ue.id 1.E,Soc.dati.:::>n vmuld revive 
"'~~"'"tr 1;-101·),.:.'.".'' •»'lr~1 .,-.t;.,'U'""""' ·t·~,~ ,~1· ·"-'P·,-..-.. e,,,,.,,,,,,,cr. {'''' ,-~.p·,,n -~~',.,..$• _:_a~.:...J.',,_"$ .._ ,i. .,..,r O f..,;k.l....i" ...... -~ ·U\,,J ...,.,'Q" ·...t - .;,;,W'l. "-· ,. • """'~-,•· u_-_ _.. _ _.. - & 1. U.'..A.-~.,..,J J... 'vi-U..l. - ) 

i +: '1•"', r·ef'l:i]···...,...,,c bv +h,:,,, ,-.e1~tv n•f,{nr, r"f,r;, .,,U.l'l·'l"t10 ~ .. H"ott 
~ ~ .... '• .-)J ,.,,~'\'-'V ·-v- ~.i.:.,.:..-... ,C' ,, '·1.i' \_-~- ... -1...i. J.-;,J ,_J,_, '";ji,~ .:,~_o!k\;; 

t:crt.l:.er.ed i11 ;Ju7}re;;:·i-e .r~·s;:,(;:~nb1.:;~: tl1c~t ·t_lic~ 
".~ort.o of ~1 i;;tate .t cou;1t.ry or a com:rn.m1:i. t:r ch 

't;c fro-e and _.Xl.ay a· __ s .. :;Joct.t.ited \vl i;L tt:.e· ~~rr1i 
Hta:te2, of 1:·i.cs, is the rda:. !,110 1.::-:spiration of: 
Porto .J.icans, tl1us sol v1 honestly, sutisfacto::ily 
a11a fin.ally thi:: :r•1·oble:::1 ";)6t:d1 m,lutio:r:1 as ,,,1'-;;ct 
are to bs tha relatioris betv:esa bot,h cou.:ntrl~s. 

In virtue of the above the liaseJibl:y declares tha.t 
tho creation. cf t~t:; rree socic.ted Dtate of' :'orto 
.:lico is from this day on, the ?rogra.11. of tha party 
"~fnion de I'ucrto 2:ico ,'' and to tho rc~alizotion of 
thut Pro,gram the glorious ra.rty will devote all l ts 
earnest eff'orts, tted., ;)f..,:r:ty wLi cl.. ·1,1:as :f'm.tnlied iu a 
sole::;1.11 hour by iri:.ortal .men of our country J and v;hi. ch 
ie yet bound. t;:::e ore:nte, jwat E:.S tl1Gsy co, ~n LL1r·r-tal 
1;;01:k •. 8 ' 

I,ibe:ral I"a.1"ty with JL H. :Barcelo rern.aininc in. leaderst.i1 .10 

inde-

, but 

____________________________ , ______ , -·-b•ta..-.~·~,;if. 
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eally auccesE::'ul in the .next ,elcctio.:1. It. Ylt..U i'earml that 

Shortly after tht1. acq_uis:lt.io:i .of' tb.e islaud by the 

United State::; the old Autonomy ::•a::-ty divined into t·;ro 

factions, c.a!ll.ely: ]'ederalists, kuowa as anti-1:.tn:erica.n, 

and Re3;ublicans, known as pro-Americau,.l.1 }teither of these 

factions advocated independence at this tb1e, the ''Partido 

Republioen.o ?uertorriquenonl2 favori:nf; statehood end the 

:Federalist Party, organization as a territory. 

A great nurnber of Puerto Ricans upon considering the 

aotu61 facts facing the people of the isl,1:nd as a result. 

of the "''\merican oocupe.tion 1111d the subaequent e.ie;n.ing of 

the ~:· retrty of' raris., December 10, 1898, met tor tbe purpose 

of organizing the Republican. ?arty. :4r. 1:1a.11uel 'i.,'. Rossy 

was sleeted as. presiter1t of the :party,.. and their ocr:sti tu

tion vras ad.o_pte<i ia th~ first c;ene!'al assembly of tho pa.:t.·ty 

on .Tuly 4, 1899.13 This constitution, in partt stateu 

explicitly the following: 

11 .Diffie, or:,. ei t. , 57. 
12 Renubliean ?artv o:f T'uerto Itleo • 
. 1. ?.. - " - Jose 1rou.s Soto. !:'l Libro de. :Puerto . .ii........ ....._.. __ _ Rico, 201 .. 



Our substautlal principles comprise tvm r.:nte
gorical declarations: (n} .Definite and sincere 
annexation of 7::orto .:;ico to the United St,ates ot 
.America. (b) Recognition of ?·orto Rico as an or
ganized. territory, a.s a p:reli.;:-,J.n.tn';l step to its ad
mission as a state in the Federal Union. 

v;e swear loyalty to the flag o!' the United 
States antl to the /;ii:l.erioan ideals, looking toward 
the prestige of l1orto Hico as a .member of the Federal 
Union, as this will reflect the 5reatnesa of the n~
tio.n of whieL. we desire to be n part.14 

The F:e:publican Ja:rty was the only :party eleoti!.16 

delegates to the first le;,;islative assembly, !rouse ot 

Delegates, under the roraker ,hat. 'Ille Federals declined 

to present eaudidates in this election due to a rift 'that 

arose over the division of the island int.o legisle.t1ve 

districts. 

A for!lle.r C.he.ir.man of the Republican nirty of P"..ierto 
' 1r.: Rico,, Senor Joae Tous Soto, v in writ,i;:ig on the ideal.a 

tmd work of the party cal.ls attention to the fact that the 

party works earnestly toward its principal ideal, 1 .. e. , 

that l?uerto Rico should becom.e in the near future s state 

of the Amerioa.n Union. !re states further 

••• that this depends on the effort of the 
Island mo1 .. e than on the oo:t.tsent of Congress, and 
that when the people of Iorto iiioo reach in their 
soeS.al and political career, the proper stage, the 
Island will be admitted aa a State of the Union, 
v.1 thout Congress placing obstacles in. the \Vay to 
such a patriotic purpose • 

• • • the Republican ?arty has ti::ne and a.gai.:i 
urged the extension .of the territorial governmout 
that we :oow enjoy, until we finally reach full self
government; the Party has stated in. i ta platfor-oi'lS 

14: Ibid. 
15 'ni!i. 202. _, 
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many ,eti tim12 intenac,:l to reuch tl:de ontl, anc1 ever:,1 
ti.me it has had an opportunity to approach the na
ttonal 13overi:..:n0nt it fo:r:m..tlotE:ld 3imilc.r r~tlt:lons .. It 
is v:tell known. that all territories a.re not tllike be
ce,use of the di!'fe!'€noe in pO]!~lution, he:tbits and 
speci.fic conditions wb.ich ex;ist a,11.ong tcei:i, and that 
is \"1'.hy each terri to:ry he.a been granted a. :t'or-.u1 ot 
government in acccr<.1ance witb. its condition. rorto 
Eioo, therefore, mie)J.t becom.e e self-governing terri ... 
tory.lo 

Conventions cf the Republican Fe.rty meetillg 1.u 1910. 

1912, and. 1914 incorpo1~ated in their rea:i;;ective platforms 

:requests for a oo;::iplete separatlon of functions between 

the leg.islative a11d executive pov-,er.e, that the insular 

senate be totally elect! ve end. that the bud.get of expenses 

be originated in the lo~er eha~ber. 

In later years after the Organic !.a,1· (Jones Act) of 

!!arch 1- 1917, went into ef'fe-ot. the Republiean -Party as

sembled at San Juan and adopted !i platform. which has stood 

these many years.., declaring that 

• • • • the Organic Law puts into actual exercise 
th.e greater part of our political program gra:uti.ng 
us eitizensllip and territorial organization, now 
lacking only the declaration to let the American 
Const.itution extend to '.Porto Rico a.no, that this 
will come, because from the very n10:nent that the 
:Porto Ricans beornu.e citizens: of the United States 
it is impossible to conceive this privi.lego without 
the gra..1.ting of the lan that defines the lr-J.:auni ties, 
privileges. and rie,ht,s of such citizen.a, an.a, vii.tt.ou.t 
the protection of th& !'lug, for whose glorification 
was shed the blood ot the l:.eroes cu"ld murtyrs of' the 
country during the ti~e of Washington, Lincol.a, end 
'McKinley, spreading tho api:::i t of liberty, democracy 
nnd harmony throuf,hout all the. 1mrld , ao that man
kind may be happier.17 

A reafi'ir.m.atio.u was made to the effect that the island 

l& Ib.id • ,, 204. 
l? Ibid~, 205. -
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be considered as o. definite a.n.d L~tegrsl part or the United 

States,. orga:aiz:ln,:; it a.s :;;;. territory preparatory to ad:nlt-

The rlationalist ?arti vias formed in 1922 by men f';rom. 

. the Unionist Party who advocated com.plete in.de:pendenee and 

did not agree ,vi tb tb.e Unionist plan}, requestiug a !'ree

state rorm of govern:.icr..t, o.ssooi!ai.ted wit.b tlle United 

· States .le 1\asoolatio.1.S k.c:.o-:.;.u as Na.tio~'lalist i\.ssociations 

joh'i.ed VJith the Ju'\"entud !Jationalista, cospo.sed of students 

in larger· centers, to forni this n.ew pa.rty.. A:pparently the 

reason for the organization of ai!.other party adv-oeati.ng 

<;Oi'Uplete independence in addition to the Unionist ?arty 

was the desire to oom.bat absentee. ownership of property on 

the island tl1at they !tl~t secure eaono:rd.e independence as 

well as political independence. 

Inoreased aotivity on the part of the Nationalists 

ea.me in 1930. This was partly uue to the :recrui t1ug of 

new meln'bera from tl1e Unionist :?arty a.nu the electi'°n of a 

. new 1.eader ln the person of .Albizu Campos. There waa a 

ohango in the old :policy of tile party which allowed events 

to shap<l their oourse.. Ca::ipos' slogan, 0 Be 'Wh.at you want 

to be," ·wa.s injected into the part:; co::1vention -i.dth the 

result that party follo-wers believed ir1der.H;1ndence WilS 

attainable, it deaii"ed intensely enough. Early steps ta1;.en 

18 'e"·i f""ie ·""n ... -, t 1·~1 iJ - ..t. ., ~. .::::.:.... ·• ' :u • 
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by the ;nev1ly inspired :;:i,:..1"'ty included ref'usal 0C"f8,J~i1199!)ve 

In April, ll331, the 1Jatio::1alist J?'e.rty inaugurated a 

olatued at the time of.the unsuccessful Lares .revolution 

in 1868. Pa.r-ty lee.de rs i.ssued the first two hundred thou

sand dollars of a planned iseuan.ce of five million dollars 

in gold bonds, called the niwlepem1ence loan .. " These honds 

v:ere issued in f'i ve-dollar de:ao:ntnat1ons and stated o.n 

their face that they were to become rayab.le from the re

publie1s treasury five yea.rs af'ter the republic's :recocni

tion "with 4 ;per cent interest from t;he date of recognit,ion. 

'rho bonds vmre zio1ed by of:f"icifa1S ot the party a:n.d bore 

the party se&l. Tz1ey v,,are dated T.:ovember 16, 1930, 11 in 

the 63:rd year of the p:roolt:l.:11at ion of the r:e:publio. '1 !(;'either 

the State Departme:1t nor the ~~'ar De:part:atnit took ax1y great 

interest in. the announcen1en.t th~t the bonds were being 

distributed.20 

Charges against Gan.pos, of ii1Bi t to riot us a 

disndssed in municipal court ou June 23, 1932. Carn.pas acted 

as his own la:t:vyer and sought dls1tissal o.u the g:rountl that 

no court established by t.r:..e United States had jurisdiction. 

E'.e was overruled but presented en oxtensi ve de:fense find. 

19 Hew York TLaes, ?.ray 25, 1930. 
20 ibid., A.pri.l 10, 1931; ibid. 1 J'une 
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Tb.a :m1tio.::1alist Je.rty has 

and very radioal. Its activities have been i:nsplred e:nd 

directed by Albizu. Cam9os since 1030. 

leadersllip while in Jail or under bail v;rHn1 his acti,11.ties 

the activt.ties of h.is followers v;ouJtl run afoul of the 

law. 

Som.e knov?Iedge of the r,crsonality of s>edro itlbizu. 

Campos adds interest to act:tv1 tics of the Hati,:..rne.list 

Campos is m:r,r past his ,.aid-forties. Back in 191S, as 

ship of :five lmnd.rod dollars a year to to college in the 

·united State:&-. He ranked hiGh in his college prepa1·,ator;y 

and v1as an1ong the brightest to t'inlsh at tt.0 ?'once 

Bi School. ~?edro Campos {ho the11 used 011ly his .rnother' s 

name} tiad overeorue marrv haw:1.icans. Ei.s :1mtl:1er. of mixed 
~ - # 

• 

blood, had been a servant in his fatller' a home. His father, 

migrated to .Puerto Rlc.o from Venezuela.. 

Cainpo.s first v:ent to the University of ·ve!'limn:t, later 

34 



In the _;aeantime Don .Aleje.;~1dro Albizu, proud ot: the 

and it wes tts Pedro lilbizu Ga::1poa that he orune baok to 

?u.erto Rico,. attar tile t-mtranee of the IT:nited States 1.uto 

the \:1orld 7.:-Jar, to seek uu ar..n.y co.nirJ.i.ssion. Bein~ d.e.uied 

a cojl1dssion, he was dratted later, entered a training oam:p, 

iron a ooum.ission · und v:as assigned to a negro reg1.i:1lent. 

Relea.sed from the army almost a year after the armistice,. 

he returned to ilarva.rd to co;:rJ,:f'ilete his law course. r:nile 

at Earvard he. married n reruv1.an gi!'"l a,n.d returned ·to 

Fuerte Rico to establish him.self in the p.rnotice of law .. 

In 1928 he was ti cu.11:iidate for tbo no:11h10.tion for 

senator from. the :Liberal I·'arty i but the party- leaders tu1--ued 

him. down. In 193-0, Cam.pos sueoeeded in being e·leoted to 

the :presidency of the 1:'t'atic-'.1alist 2arty and has held it 

ever zincc. His lea.derstir and 1lomirweriiJ.g taotlos have 

caused .r!lf.lLY of the olc stand-bys to d.ro:p out. :Jost of his 

followers are young people of v:L.i te blood. 22 

The pat-ty' s most receut 001::.vention, hald in 1reb.ruary, 

1939, at v.mioh tim.e P. ;1,. Ge.mpcs ·wao again oleeted :president 

of the party •. though $En:-.. 1inf£; out a soot tion sentence iri the 

T'ede.ral peni tenti;;;u•y ct Atlauta, Georgia., took the follow

il:1g action: (a) a coJ1:rdttco v:cs a;,pointed to study the 

matter of ea.111:ng a co::rntitu.tiom1l co;1ventio:n to declare 

i1.ll1.Ulliill -thut does not i.nvolve li terty nud i11depemlence :for 
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the people; (c) it resolve.d not to 000:,erate viith the 

tnblish..'Uent cf ra.ili te.rzr bases :tn ruerto 'lico by the United 

Stete:s: aa sure to pt"0'1li,:e ta::--geto 1:a the event of war.23 

One should :1ot confuse 1slan.d nati.onaliss1 with the 

"·l'n·t .f ,...,....,.littt "tt.6 rt· W .•.. AU . 4i. ... 1 .... .,1,.<,;\ ~ ,,I, a. . V • No.ticne.lis;n on the island hopes to 

n.tt,ain 1s1a.aa independen-oe. Tho Jrat1on.o.11st Fn.rty, however, 

island sovereignty to }l!ovember, 1897 , with the granting of 

the Spanish :\uto.no.raia deer-ae and datinc the foundl.n:; of 

the "P.a:vublioa de Pu.art.::, :'lico"' to the Lares Revolution of 

1668. 

23 Ibid. , :February 23, 1939. 



Litmro.1 go1r-c-0vernrn.e11t 
... .,., •• ,. y ......... ~ 

Uf'ot"'ts to,ia.rd e;;. more liberal self-gove:rl.lwe.nt :t:or 

l~erto Ricans \\i'ere giv·en added i:upetus early in 1924 vJhen 

Governor To~"n.er end leacing mei1 of the ialarld appe&red in 

i;;a.shington to argue in ru.vor of the privilege of eleoting 

their O\v-U governor.. It was pointed out th.et they v1a:ntod to 

oontinue a.a part of the territory of the United S-tates and 

that their desire for extension of' self-governri1ant was not 

for the pur,r,ose of' beco1:aing; an independent republic. Gov

ernor Towner said• "'Pe:rson.ally I think that the islo.ad will 

in ti.:.11e beoom.c a St.ate iu the Union. ttl 

In 1926 a J?u.erto Rias.n deleg12,.tion, hee.ded by .~ .• R. 

Barcelo, president of the insular :;en.ate. and Jose 'l'ous 

Soto, speaker of the Eouse or- i!epresentatives, went to 

Washington to ask of' 1?re.sident Coolidge and Congress the 

right to elf'ct their O'#!l governor. 2,figuel Guerra J;g,ondragon, 

vice-president of. the House I e::q;rressed his vitw1s in tb.is 

There were sixty thousand .Porto .Hioans in New 
York City who C1)uld not see the justice of' votin.g 
for Al am..i th or Jimraie 1:Jalker wl:ile inhabitants of 
the island took their .:::.overnor at the dict~te of 
Washington authorities.2 

This was the same delegHtion. of' :'Uerto :nlcuns that visited 

i New ~ '1.,im.es, .~rarch 30, 1924. 
!!?.!!• • i\pril 20, 1926. 



uouJ.d be ripe for suet.. s.n. election then. 

On October 10, 1S26, a memoriel signed by '.f-uerto Hican 

Governor Towner to be pres€ntcd to President Coolidge, 

urging him to have Congress give the island an elective 

governor 1n 1932.S The memorial tcld of previous memorials 

taken to Congr€Jss in 1924, and of a bill prepared by tt.e 

resident corru11:tssioner ,. Cardova Duvila, a:pproved 'by the 

the Sm1nte, but tailing to ~ezs by the Uouso because of e 

J.n.st hour rule requirlng una:uL~1ou1J co.nsar.tt to co:z:]s:tder any 

bill. 

15, 192?, a joi11t :resoli_,;,tion was passed in tl.1c· opening 

i-11eatJage to Coolidge: 

The :Jenate and J:ouse of H.eprese.ntati ves of l'orto 
Rico have resolvsd, upon inauguratl.l'lg t,heir session, 

---------------------------------
Z !'bid •.• October 16, 19£6. -
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to pay their respects to the !'resident of the United 
States and to a.sk hl":1 to recoms1end Congress ·to a;_prtJ1re 
a law ;plaoir1g corilplete direction of their .internal 
affairs in tlto l'1a:c1.ds of c:t ti zens of T'orto co! 
treating this lslt-nHJ vith justice and re-cog,uizlng 
::nrnh r::i:·1:noiples of r.;o7era:;ierrt ;J.5 ure tl1e vdll of th:.::t 
2.ov'erne<l in accordar1ae vd th the l1is·hest coneection of the principles or liberty. 4 M a 

8eve:ral 

.. • • Ours ta the onl;i; :J1Ja.nish-1\zn.e rioan. count:r;t 
7?lt03G vo:tce is 11,ba.rd iu Ravuna du:ri~~ th0 Pan 
11:ilerican Gonfer€u.ce,, 'because it is not represented 
there.. uz.1k to bE: allQwe(! to be 001;.;titut.:':ld a 
free state .5 

Barcelo 

ti._'''"<'.! 6 :'..,\:-l~. 

?O 



the President. Their action may be regarded. as a political 

ge.stuN, designed to attract .atteutior1 to t.b.e danianGs of' 

tl1e islanders. 

rable Governor and the kind of ohlef executive we would 

choose ourselves.n7 However, the "l'imes points out further 

that there are so .:r.;a.ny illiterates among the vott};r:s that 

a governor elected in 1928 would be the choice ot the most 

powerful politicians. 

. Charles Lindbergr.i. landed in San Juan, Puerto .Rieo, 

1''el>rua.r1 S, 1928, on hi;;$ Caribbea.n tour and a speci~l ses

sion of the legislature ~1as c~lled to honor him.a The 

legislators seized. upon the opportunity to make kn.ov-.m tb.e.ir 

plea for freedom in handling tl4.eir Ov\Jn affairs and, 1,vi th.out 

011:position, pu.ri!sed a concurrent resolution to be handed to 

Lit1dbErrgh~ 9 t..fter a .medal was pinned on the flier• s coat 

by Senate President Barcelo, the speaker of th.e Eouse, Soto, 

reed the resolution as a. welcoro.i:a.g tribute to Lindbergh, 

to the people of the United. States" which they entrusted to 

b.i!n. Tile closing paragraphs of the message are as follows: 

'Ihe good wishes of Porto Rico will go with you 
t,o tho land or' thu bravt, ru1d the free, and. to you1" 
country end to your people. You will convey a. mes
sage of 'Porto Rico not :rar dif'fere~t fron the cry 
of Pe:tr'lek Henry - 'Liberty or Deatht• It is the 
aar&e in substance with hut a diff erenoe imposed by 

--------------------------------
? Editor.ial in ,ll!£. •• January 21, 1928. 
: Nev; yor1( Tines, :Februury 4, 19Z8. 

J> ••. 1'1 .. :Denn, ?orto 8.iaot s Case .• 7. -
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the change of tiJ.tes at1d eonditio.us. 

'l'he message of :Porto hi oo tc your people is: 
grant us the !'reed.out that you enjoy, for 'W1.ich you. 
strue;gled, wb.ioh you worship, -..:hich \'di:i deserve and 
you have pror.:.dsea us. ~re ask the, richt to o.. place 
i:n the sun of this land of yours. brightened by the 
ate.rs of }tour glorious flag.10 

This so::nev;llat a:,11biguous petition. to the ;::.m.er!cun people 

asldng freedo.:;1 was subsequently eJtr,lained to moan full con

trol of internal affairs uml not cor11;plete ~evera.noe from 

the United States. 

Within a few days the.lower house of the Puerto P..ieo 

legislature followed up by sen.ding messages to President 

Coolide;e, the speaker of the United st~1tes !louse of 2.epre

sentati ves and the presidont of the E;:enate, denmndin.g that 

Lincoln's fa'llous words, nGoverru:nez1t of the people, by thG 

people and for the people, tt be a:pp1.ieu to the governrn.0nt 

of the island.. These :.aedsages \'IJere in the torrll of a de::uand 

upon Con~ress and a reco£ilwe:ndat1on to the President.11 

With the attentioii of tt-e ?uerto P1caL'i people focused 

on the nev1 demands for greater auton.omy, Soto issued a 

public letter visioning fuerto Rioo as one of the United 

States. He suggested a oonstitutiorml amendment :per:.11ittins 

oversea states to a representation in Congress, voting only 

on laws &ffeoting thei.r ycrticule.r states and, further, 

urged oon.tineutal r,oli ti cal 11erties to incorporate :plenks 

10 Ibid. ·, !Tew York Times, February 6, 1926; Cona. nee., 
-o:r- -- 3 ~ -VO Ccmf., J. sess., LXDt,. 6 48.. , 

1 Hew York Times, Februe.ry 14, 1928; i,. TI.. Barcelo, 
,tporto R!co''"snemnnd for Status of :F'ree State ,0 current 
History. X:TCVIII (May, 1928}, 264. 

41 



in their platforms :favorinG OOB'l!Jlete self-government for 

l'uerto Rieo.12 

Realizing th.at .ra.any uni'avora.blo interpretations l:l.c!tt 

been placed on the so-called srr.imibereh :zessagett .and because 

of .an appea.l n;s.de by- Dr. J. it;,. Barria, of the Polyteohnie 

!nsti tute at San Gerrn.a.n, ?uerto Hi co• to the governor to 

secure a de;tailed e::.r!)lanation due to the res1gnatlo:n ten

dered by a trustee of the ln.stitutB who was displeased by 

issued e.n official explanation ot tht: m.esse.ge in a letter 

addressed to roctor El-trris on I'ebruary e, 1928.15 They 

pointed out that the messag6 was not meant 1.:1s 1 t 'lf;as inter

preted but that it :ueent, in substance• co~11plete self-rule 

without se:i;,aration fro::. the United .Statcs.14 

rresident Coolidge rejected the plea or !-'Uerto 11.ioo in 

a letter to Governor 'l'owner df.i.ted l'ebruary 28, 1928, and 

:published on 15aroh 16. It was in direct reply to tha 1aes

saee brougllt 'by Char.lee :LindbergL a.'1d the telGgre.m. to the 

l ~· Havana Conference. u This letter over the signature of 

President Coolidge referred to the relation of Puerto ·2100 

to the United States, the entire. absence ot ru1y excuse on 

the part of the r.iuorto Idea.us: for ex:pecting complete freedom., 

12 'ft:" v :i., m1· . ., i· te 15 19,:;,o 1:iev: .... orn. ,.. · mes, .,~,are,.:;_ , e.,Q. 

l""-.., Ibid., March 19, 1928; Dana, op. cit •• 55. 
14 Tb.is explanatory letter .re:p:i:.~esents so admirably the 

Puerto Rican views that .it ls give:1 in full ss J;.ppendix r. 
15 Wew York TiL1es, March 16, 1928; Cong. Ree., 70 

Cons., l seas., LXIX, 4872-4874; rana, o'i! .. £!!.:-;-8. 
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Puerto !dm.:.u reaction to Frt1sident. Coolidge's letter 

was that of' re.sont::a.ent. Parts of the letter were regerded 

as a cri.tioiam., both of elected. poli tlc":l1 1.eatlers of 

;{":resid.e.ntial appointees i:a tte island. ]e.ru,ltor B&Jroelo 

Barcelo, referred to the 'Cooliclge letter as nan outcry of 

pain.'!'!! rorrrier o.fficia.ls of the insular govern:n.e:nt, .f;;.r1d the 

sen of :Cr. Coll y Toste, historhu::. quoted by :President Cool

idge, were quoted f reel)t 

editorial on the Coolidge letter r1ssailed tl:e }?resident as 

a tttt.u:ndering lupi ter, ti but advir:.H;:u co.uti.on and discretion 

16 Apparently Uds 1ettoi- ignored the letter of eX.PlE.:.
r1atior1 by Barcelo and 3oto. In order that the refader may 
<lrav,1 hie own coz .. clusions nertinent excer-pt.c from t,he lctt;;;;;r 
are given in Appendix II.· · ' 

17 }Tew York rti'UAS :;PY.Cf, 17 1928 ~~-~·;la_~_, .. ,.~,._4,..., "'-__ , . • 



in d.isouasi,D.G 'tho subject, S(J au uot to r,1•ejudice en. offl

aial a tate;;aeat to be ms.de by Barcelo w1u Soto, joi:.4tl;r. El 

Tiemp, another Puerto Ricflt.n paper, placed the reiaponsibility 

tor poli tioal and eeo;;;.o.:u.ic o.i:;:::ifusicn in. t:1e island at the 

faet ot tho governo:cs eeii.t by \;;aaL.lniito:a .• la JJ..tonso Lastra 

·.,::_. 

ti.!!1es to •tthe regl:ae to vi.hi eh we ar~ sub je oted by t.he United 

States.nl9 Re stated further that a ee;reful analysis of 

t.he letter might serve as an argument in :favor of the cri t

ic ism whicb th~ Puerto Rioans make against the United Sta.tea 

Earwood Eull, editor of tt..e Puerto R:t co .:r,rogress, the 

ouly :news1,aper on the island printed in English, .Pointed 

out that the Oooliuge letter hurt the pride of' the Puerto 

Rioan:s.. Mr., Hull sheds eonsi~erable light on the reaction 

to the letter i:u the following words: 

• .. • Its blunt fraukness was not appreoiated. Tb.e 
particular phrase, nb.ased largely on n oom.plete mis
Wlderstan.ding oi' couerete fa.eta t" proved to be tbe 
most severe blOVif to :_:,01"to ;:Uoau :pride. 'ro :Porto 
£U.caus "eo.:acr-ete facts"' are far less important than 
paraona.lities aud a.saertion.a. :l.?art of the su.rpriae 
of the .Islanders. wss due to t:1 .sharp diffe/re:n.oe be
t.ween the tone of the letter a.ad tl1e menner or speech 
they t..ad baen acoustoaed tc hea1:ing from. Cove:rno1· 
31'ow.ae:r ~ . Tb.e Gover;;:i..or o.t all occasions so ohose his 
·,.110.rds as to win flatterlng approval from the lead.era. 
Governor Towner was outsRokon in 1·a.vor o:t a.u elective 
Governor f.oz· the Isl.aad • 20 

l n 
,:} !bid. 

l~ ·==13p· ' 20.t.d., 
Ibid •. • -

::Jarell ld} l ~26. 
i!Ia1'"ch 24; l 1;:12S. 
April. l , 1 ~28. 



In a letter called "In Defense ot Po~to Rioo,u ad

dressed b;.y Barcelo m.td .Soto to t;llo resident ccr.mlssiouer 

for Puerto Rioo in ';;f:ash.ington, Felix Cardova Pa.vile, a 

forfil&l reply to the ,1,1·esideut • s letter was m.aie ., Tr1e letter 

-oontain.cd a brief' form of all. grievance~ of Puer-to Rico 

against. tlle United States !'or thi:cty years, and aub&ested 

a sche111e of s;overnmeut which it eon.tended wou.1-d satisfy 

would include. first, ari. e1eetive gove,ruor; seeo11d, greater 

control ot traffic regulations; third, a curtailment ot the 

jurisdiction of' the lYederal courts. The greater part of 

the let.ter brought .out denials in general to the .President's 

letter, and through. it ran tbe one thread that 1:-"\lerto rdoo 

was not better o'ff then it was under Spanish rule and that 

it has not as m.uoh to thank iwierica for a.s rresident Cool

idge asserted.. According to the lettor, Fuerto Rioans had 

more self'-govern.tne'ut under sraln. a11d a ;uore satisfactory 

:ro1"1.,1 of gov·er™ent • 21 

Davila, i:n a speech in the 1:ouse in anav:er to Presi

dent Coolidge•s letter to Puerto nico. deolared that his 

people vie:r:e tu!Uiliated us a. result o:r the letter. Re re

newed his plea for ho~e r~le in tne islarJ.d and ur~ed the 

enactment 01"' :tis bill. to provide for an eleeti ve gcrn~rr.or .. 

Ue exr,,resse-d rese.nt.::aent to 'tt..e inference of the letter that 

nwe have done nothing but receive favors from the ,),m.erioan 

2.l Ib :ld. , .: .. pril 12, l 92B ; Ba.reel o , nrn Dcf·euse of Porto 
Rioo"; qong .. I.!£•, '10 Coil{;., 1 .sess., LXIX, 6337-6345. 
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pe~ple and are bigbly ungratefu.1 whe.n. we express our CO!ll

plaints. "22 

With the na:tionel p1J.rty uomina.tiou conventions of 1928 

1n. the offlng Puerto PJ.cans began a drive to secure state

hood planks in both party platforn1s. T:te !'emoerata in.eluded 

a .statehood plank in 1920 at San :rranoifiHlo, but in 1924 at 

Madison Squa:re Garden, .it was believed 111ore aiivisable not 

to press it.23 E:owever, the Republioan :vlatform drawn up 

at Kansas City made no mention of the Philippine or r.-ue:rto 

Rican question. Puer-to ru.oans had asked the party to favor 

legislation perm.1 tt:tng the selection ot their mm governor 

b7 popular vote as well as .statehood for the island.24 

The Democrats 1n their convention ttt Hou~t:on incor

porated the t'ollow1ng in their platfol"!ll: 

~We favor granting to Porto Rico such territorial 
:t'o,r.m. ot· governaent as would meet the present economic 
conditions of the Island a.ud provide tor the aspira
tions or her people, with the vie·w to ultimate state
hood accorded to all 'I'erri toriea of th.e United states 
since the bes;1nninJ; of our goverr.L>nent I em.d we believe 
any o:ff1cials, appointed to a.drai.nister the government 
of .such territories,. should }l-! quaJ.1t'ied 'by prev.ious 
bona. fide residence ther.e1.o..2o 

During the interim between national party convention& 

of 1928 o.nd 1·952 the· 11at1onal.lst Party of }'Ue1•to Rico, 

havlng been to.med in 1922. beoame very sct.ive in an open 

campaign tor independeuce. J~lbizu Campos beoam.e the new 



:president of the part1· and 1.u a series of speeches advised 

tht1 ?uertc Ricans to rotuse office· unde!' th~ United 3tn.tes 
ii ... . -t'}#'l: 

rule in a move :f'.'01" :u1ae:penuen.ce .~t:1 He argued that since 

ot the Uni tea States, the in.!;:Vi table, ste1; W,'.t3 statehood. 

S\d tohin.g to i.udependenoe, he nsserted that. r:uerto Ri.oana 

t:1are not then or ever citizens of th.e United States despite 

the Act of 1917. 

Loyal tc ?1is pledge to the Nat.ir:,nalist ?arty 11ot to 

to public office, Louis C.arcia casarwvas declined th..:~ post 

of publi ~- vtorks director at Caguas. 

In the same series of speeohes ,1ri th. Ce.1;r::ios, Ge.to, for-

m.ents in favor of a :tree state.. }le r,oi11ted out tha.t a 

offered a. more lo:.;iccl solutict·1 tt.un ci the:" st;;_teh.ood. or 

draft its own consti tutlo:,, su1;joct to t:t.c a:p:proval of Con-

0ress; that tl:o island's Sonutors and Tiepresentatlves at 

·;:Jashil1i;tm.1 would purtie:tr,ute m1ly i.n legialnt.ion. affecting 

tte island; and, that ~ue:rto ?ice .u1.r:ht :nagotlt:tci oo!:lm.or-cie.l 

tr,aot1os throuG:t tho :t:;epcrt:r:1ent, of ~Jt(1t,s .211 

26 __ ·r·t-.1,, - J . i°' f<o l"·r··~, .., u. t;.pl' ..t 2 _ , ~.j;l:) • 
27 Ibi(i. 
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-""t"· t ,, .. ;:i Of) .;;, . a eLi.oO""- •,:;,a D.a-..;f.rver, ir.1. the Lfoveaber elections en the 

was rE:dsed. The Ltberal :::.arty, advooa.ti.ng indepertdenoe ul

timately, polled 170,000 o-f the 588., 000 votes cast.. !1ore 

thtm s.ooo votes wert'I t,HSt for the i:Ja.tio:av.11st Party• ·whose 

Sooialist Party also figured stronJlY in the election ana 

was rated as :pro-.;\merican. Its platform. d1o not eound t to 

29 ste.tehood. 

elective gov-

m.ad.e tbe objection. that "the United iJtate:s is a s:ret':_t nati9n 

"'O but. not our nation. n.;, 



edly 

£:1ocialist 

sessions Committee, ·wllile o.n his 

7.tt1ei1: 'He r,:-::ad t, newspapers ttat 
:;.:arty or th,'it want;; rorto }tleo to be 

frmu ttrn 'United .J,tatos v;,a. are i:acl!ned 
t~?~~ tI't,].,t i;~·r J\)'.J .. r d~~:;sire \:i{~ 

If it is ,1ot, 'NO waat to tllat.3:3 

the u!d 

this ·ooli ti
ependent 

believe what 
to it. 

clined to discuss }..:.is attitude on the stat€1:.ood :plank 

a resolution for statehood on Harell 23, 10z,"'. It Via.a di

vided into two pti!rts, (a) p.oir.:.ting out diea.1ppo1ntill'ent in 

31 Ibid. , =te.rch 25, 1933. 
52 !bid. t JEarch 28, 1933. 
33 ~. , l.:ecember 6, 19;:13 .. -
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the reg e under whic it had been orklng, and (b) de anding 

an leotive go rnor 'h.ile 

granted by Congre s. It 

1t1ng for tatehood to be 

s proposed that a oonst1tution 

be drafted locally and ub tted to Cong.res after a pleb

iscite had ppro ed it. 3~ 

In a protest against the r solution, Professor Cle ente 

?ereda of the University ot Puerto Rico started a one- eek 

hunger trike.. Be se _ ted himself 1n the principal pl z 

of San Juan and e id his protest s against political hy-

pocrisy , with the hope t t hi suffering ould purify the 

people . n35 He dis la7ed th one-star fl g of Puerto Rican 

independence. Being identified strongly 1th the tion.-

al.1st Party for complet independence of the isJ.and he had 

t ken an ctive int~reat in a tudent move ent opposing 

the appointment or the ('.' o1al1st {pro- · eriee.n) Rafael •• 

Torr s to the bo rd of truate of the university . How-

ev r , he had ceased his p r t activity at the requ st or 
the school ad inistr tion .36 

ong th visitor to Prof ssor Per da w r Barcelo 

and C pos . Baroelo sured th p ofessor tat the erto 

~ oan people ho loved th ir oountry abo e all el, e y pa

thized with him. He pointed out further that he feared sueh 

34 Ibid. 
35 Ibid., arch 25 , 1934; ibid., arch 26, 1934. He 

gr duated fro Peabody Coll ege nd took his .A. at Colum.bia. 
36 rot ssor ereda , sitting in a rocking chair in the 

heart or the San Juan shopping di trict , e.ttr cted a larger 
,cro than an orchestra dre three s uares a: 'ay . According 
to the e ork Ti: es correspondent , the crowd e ed sym
pa:thati o and three young 1ationali sts voluntarily · t watch 
as he slept . 



s saer11'1ee ;;;;as useless a:nd ill-advJ.aed, but since it was 

made in a noble eause he hoped it would hold out to the end. 

Upon eruling hil:'. vroekt s :fest March 31, Professor Pereda 

ea~im.ated that five thousmn.d signatures had been received . 

opposing tbe resolution. The cadets de la. repu.blioa at

tended b.i::11. and reoei ved co:ntributio:n.s tor t:he m.ovem.ent. J,J;J 

a. apeetacle ot fanatic fervor, .:aany declared b.is hunger 

strike had. not been a.pp:roached in the island in many yeere. 

Soma aal.d. that ho drew lurq;er crowds than Urs. Franklin. 

Roosevelt on her visit to the island .. 37 

.A erowd of ti .. ~o thousand remained with him during the 

last nie..ht of his t·ast and accompanied him to the b.ospital 

at 6 a.m. tater, the student body of' the University of' 

Puerto ~ieo honored hirn. in a resolution declarillZ hi::Jl their 

spiritual rather. 

Fereda"s patriotic exhibition proved to be in vain. 

On Apr.11 18, 1954, by a strict :pl:lrty vote• the P.Uerto Ttl.oa.n 

Senate adopt.ed a resolution petitioni-ng the United States 

Congress .tor statehood. 'J.he d.ebate on the question lasted 

from midnigh:t to dawn with the co,alition polling ll votes 

to 3- for the Liberals. Just a few days later., ?ranciseo 

I?odrig:uez, law student at the university,, we.s suspended 

pending a. "satis:t'aotory tu:pla.nat.ion u aft.er assa.u.l ting and. 

being be.a.ten by the pl'"ot'essor. }Ceantim.e Pereda was read 

out of the Nationalist. Party, wh.1eb. disapproved hunger 

stri.kes in tlle oampaign to free the island from nthe Yankee 

37 New York Ti.mes, April. 1, 1954. ------
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Senate President n. r~. Madal. heod of the coal1tion1sts. 

asserted that statehood would insure pE.HlCe .aud plenty, wb.ile 

inderendence v1ould meet starvation,, bloodshed, end dictator-

ah.ip. Senator Be.rcelo asserted thet indt.rpendenee offered 

the orJ.y eeonom!c solution to the island's problems, tllrough 

tree access to wo.rla max-kets.39 

52 

The atatf:hood versus indepandenoe fight araon, the island

ers subsided. until January of the next year when the t1b<~r

als raised the question again in a plea fo.r eeonomio i.n

de-psndenoe through a Federal reconstruction :program as a 

at.ep lEw.din~ to politit:m.l 1nde~enae:t1ce. Han.rood natl, in 

'Wrl t1'ng tor the Mew York 'fir}les • expreiSsed the opinio.n the t 

business men of Puorto Rioo :feared thei talk of independence 

or statehood was .· doing the island no good in view of the 

existing e.oonomle unce:rtat:nties. 11:v-en :S.~.na.tor Barcelo 

changed his plea to that ot political independence only 

aft.er the island had been rehabilitated. :,!r. Hul1 stated 

further that :rew Liberals had considered the posaibi.lity of 

having to deo1de between inde:pen.de110.e and the surrender of 

;"i!Uerioon eitizenship.40 !n the !lovembel" election of' 1934 

an opportunity was of'f.ered those desiring unadulterated in

dependence to vote fo:r t.be nat.1onaJ.ist ticket. 'l"h.e ?Jation

alists reoei ved only about five. tbousand votes to -one hundred 

seventy thousand for the Liberal.a. The Union-Republicans 

58 
39 Ib1d., !ipril 26., 1934. 

40 Ibid •. 
· !lli•» January 6, 1935. 
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claimed that the election \'~t:u, n nlebisoite in which voters 
' . ' 

erpressed a desire for- statehood rat.her than inde:pende.nce. 41 . 

In May, 1934, President RoosEivel t transferred Juris• 

diction over the island from th(; JJar De:r,ertment to the In

teri-or De.r,artment. This oa'-?le a.a a surr,rise to PUerto !ticana 

'but had been traq,uently l'EH1uestt,d by tli.ea on the ground that 

to be under the t7e.r J)epart::n.ent ca.st discredit upon the island. 

The Americatt Legion convention in San Juan,:?.~ •• on 

September 4, 1934, adopted a resolution asking Congress to 

.gra:tt atatehood to the island •. Addressing the convention, 

Judge R. Arjona Siaea said that Puerto Rioo was thoroughly 

oo:n.petent to exeroise state sovereignty, ~.nd the United 

States must fulfill tho r.-ledge .made v-Fheu the island. was 

taken from Spain.4m 

In a straw vote eonduoted by th.e Correspo.ndeneia, tuerto 

Rico• s oldest daily, for a popular e:1...,re,ssion as to the 

island• s f'titure; politict..l status t i.ud.ependenee woo by al.most 

5 to 1. The v·ote c;.s reported in the :Jew York 1rir.u.es was as 

tollows: independence, 11,009; statehood. 4,329; a.utono.:u.y • 

792. F,Jhile the total vote wa.s o.n.ly a sm.a.11 percentage of 

tb.e three hundred seve11ty t1.ousa.n.d votes cast in the last 

previous election, it indicated a higher :percentage favoring 

indepandenoe. 

Ba.roe.lo. r,resident ot the Liberal Party" started the 

4l Tlo..i.::!! 
42 ~· Ibid., September 5, 1934. 



o::rnplete :t'reedo:-;1. and. di5ni ty, set us free so tli'l.t ·ne may 

lead our own 11fe.n43 

Upon hearinr; about the ru:::1.or started in Puerto Elco by 

the e.nn.exation: of t'h.e island t1, :Florida, ::iartinez ~·e.dal • 

:presi.dent of the ina):ila.:r ;:3e::iate,, said thc.t b.e held the island 

to be properly entitled to l?'lorida since it hf.l.d been dis

oovered by Ponce de Leon, first ,:-_;overnor ot Puerto :rlico. 

Resident Cora..."'1.issio:ne~ Sa:1tiago !glesins stressed the 

importance of seekinl a. solution for eeonomio matters rather 

than poli ti.cal. .?:J.though, not \;Wltlnf_; to lose sight of the 

st&tfJhood aim, he felt the islaaders should be stret.sl.ng 

"e0Qn01ru.e needs" rather than "political eventualiti.,ea.'' 

Fi.nally, £.antiago Iglesias i11troi.h1oed a bill in Cor1gre.ss 

l\i1ieh r,;leoed the legis,lati vo resolution of nore tl'Hm a yae,r 

previous before the House of P.e-rn·esentat:lvc;s and '.',18.t, the 

first form.al re1ueat to Coru..;ress f"or a final deftnition of 

tt.e island's 'tlolitioal status .. 

S.eereta.ry of the Interior Iol{es outlined the points to 

be considered before the i~land a.ud · the United. Gtates de

cicled on the statehood ste~_,. (1} :Stctehood !'or T:'uerto :rd.co 

----------------·--..-...--.. ·--------------



would estab11Sh a nev•; precedent by includi!l6 in the Union 

as a sov·erei&1 state a territory not eotu.ally contiguous 

1d th other states or terrl tori es.. ( 2} Despite the precedent 

of :!ew !1exicu:> and Arizona, the ad:.iission of Puerto Hico t.o. 

statehood would be includ. i.l.'.l.f:; for the f i.rst ti:n.e as a sover• 

eign state a :population o·f wholly different oul tures, tradi

tion, and languag,e not likely to be &.l tered by infiltration. 44 

(5) Since there is opposition to the m.ove in the islai'1.d, care 

should be taken uot to admit it as e, state agai11st the 

Suet would be without precedent 

a.."ld undesirable.. (4) The rie..hts o:' the people already in 

the Union e.e well as those 1:r .. the territory a.re involvetl. 

{5) Statehood,, once gained• accordiug to f~n:ericil-s.'t :precedent 

would be :per~e.nent . 45 

non1:1 of the :poi:nts, h.owever; oaused the advo-:1;;\tea of 

statehood to hesitate. r.:Tot ex:ceetine imrnediate su.eoess: 

tt.ey a.dvanoed ideas e,bout liber,;.lizing the islan.d govern

ment then, as ~u.ggested in the reaolution,, arg,:..iing that it 

would serv-e as a preparation for statehooct &s the ten year 

period fo~ tho !?hl11ppines. 

Senator Tydinga, in keeping rNith h1s pl.edge to the 

Puerto !'d.eeas t.o consider seriously their desires for in.de

pende..-'le-e, introduced & bill i.n the trn.1 tad States Se,,1ate o.u 

April 23, l \it35, to -provide complete indepena.e:nce. 11':h.e 

introduction of the bill oame as a surprise to those follow-

!: !t,ot z:aised && an _objection but tor d1soussion .. 
~ 1ork Times, June 2. 1935. 



'bill, Seoretai"'Y !cket:1 said th.at if' they should decide agaiast 

with th(t' statehood pledge of' tbe Democratic p'1atfol"4.l. of' 

·1 ,' ,:,, ~) 46 
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oa~ne active and urged £Hl i.:.un.eai0,te ,.Seelaration of a Repub

lic,. r.rhey voted al11ost uuaui[;iousl y tfJ o&l1 on leaders of 

all psrtles at once to co:n.vene ll C~)n:stitutional conve.ntion.4? 

Leaders in the Socialist a.nd Liberal parties ,&:ere 

t1ui ek to eo.nplai.n that the terms of the Tydings bill \'itOUld 

allow Puerto raeo to achieve political independence only 

at tb.e price of eco.r10.mic ruin. :the 1:Jat.ionnlists professed 

to weleome the introduction of tl:e Tydings bill anc. turned 

the matter of econo_:.;lic distress into an argurAent fo1· 1n

de:pendence. In a mass :aeeti:n.g held on ;Jay 10, 1$S6, at 

Caguas, an esti::nated ten thousand 'Puerto fdcans heard J?. A. 

Campos urge the calling of 0. eonstitutionel convention for 

the :purpose of drafting a oonstitution.t.S 

The sentencing ot Campos Hnd. seven of his followers 

-0n July 31 to terms of r:rom two to six years f ollov1iug con

viction on the charge or conspiring to overthrow the United 

States Gover.nm.e11t did. not :;;::ut fall end to enthusiastic ef

forts on the part of the native.a for autonomy fand a more 

liberal self-governm.ent..:4~ 'l"h.e newly :formed Puerto a1co 

Statehood .Association soon a.ru10u11ced. a vi5.crous l'.H.i:U:patgn 

nto have the island.' s star placed in United States flag.» 

Santiago Iglesiss, leader ot the Soeie.list I1arty snd advo

cate of ao:c.tinu<i;;d l:i.merioan ooutrol, ,1,as tt.e victim. of a.11. 

e.tte;lipt on his life durla;; his ea::upaign for the office of 

resident eom:.rlssioner at t.asb.ing-ton. .. He returned to the 
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platform one week later end urged the people to rruske it 

u.nneoessary for Congress to hold a plebiucite by votine;. for 

hLn: a.nd expressing th.ei.r desire for a continua..tion of the 

territoria.1 government. 

This election held in. r;o,veru.ber, 1936, "'G'Jas. t,he .eir.st t.o 

be helcl under the new law rrov:iding for universal suffrage 

allov1ing men and women, literates and ill! terates to vote .. 

Igl~s:la.s 1 the Cooialist-Coalitlon candidate, won ·by a large 

vote sbo·\vi:ne; a gain over the Liberals, advocates of imle-

50 pends.nee. 

The nationalists continued their prograa1 of propaganda 

and demonstrations. On April 22,. 1~37, after obtaiuing a 

perud t to parade in Ponce, they :.partioir,ated in a riot which 

resulted in t.he killins of te:fi people, including oue lilember 

of the insular pol.i ee force. 51 A.ccorcHng to Eiarwood Hull , 

na.tive journalist, the r.iot ·wa.s partly a result or a for.11er 

oontliet und. ill feeling between the !Jf.1.tionalista a:ud the 

police. TJniversi ty of' Puerto Rieo students olain1ed to have 

been lusul ted by a radio speech m.ed.e by Cas:i:pos two years 

r,revious. A stU<ient meeting :p:r·otesting the speech was 

interrupted by Hationa.11st, threats, and before the evening 

•t:as over tour Nat ions.lists had been killed by the police. 

At the gr~ves of t.he r;ationalis·t victL."!la ,Qam.];iOS adm.u.isterad 

a.Ji oath of revenge to soa1.e eight tl1ousand friends and mem

bers of the party. Subsequently, in 1tebrunry, 1936, two 

50 Ibid., !Iovember 2, 1956; ibid., Hove~n.ber 5, 1936. 
51 rorn., April 23, 1937. . 
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tr1e killing of tl:e four 1:rationalists by the police und 

Ca.:;.1.pos said the ontb. tttl:ten in October of' 1935 lla.d been ful

filled. 1Jationallsts had. also been aocused of ma.kine; the 

atte.m.pt on the life o.f liesident ComJ1issiouer Iglesias .• 52 

Julio F.'into Guadia, acting president of the 't~tioua.1-

ist Party, B.ild ten others vrere charged with the killing of' 

the :policeman in Ponce bu.t were acquitted that September. 

v;b.en the ease oaI.le to trial. 53 

Regardless of these riots and u.nconc.er11 tor hum.an life, 

officials at l;fasx1ingtm1 deer'1.ed. it unnecessary to tak.e a.e-

t ion and referred to 1. t as a ;natter for the local police. 

Gena tor Daroelo: leader of tl1e liberal Party, minimized 

the dauger of tl1e s:i.tuation by oalline attention to the 

of irrdepend.ence lle was not. in ftnror of a plebiaci te being 

grru1t.ed at that time b::; Oong:re$s on the sta:t,ehood or inde-

:Ja.rtinez !'ladal, rne:m.ber of the insular flan.ate, raised 

tb.e lJlebis.oite issue again in a. speech on July 4, 193'7, in 

wliich he said that independence w1:.::.s the only vre,y to end 

*'wbat u1any isl.anders c0Ji1plain of as lon.;-co:ntinued colo-

5fl !'b.id • 1 t.r,ril f!S 1 193? • 
l';;•'Z: ~ 
:.),.;., Ibid. , :aepte.mber .13, 1937. -



nialiam..n A rift among the Libera.ls appeared as a result 

of lfaroelo' s state;J1e.nt. iil.en f or:ru.er Senator Luis Liu.noz 

Marin headed & I.ibe.ral faction, elaimed to ha.ve ousted 

Bs.reel.o, and urged~ quick deten~ination oft.he issue by 

an island ,election. They requested iiadal to join ·with 

them, but liia.dal, though not obje·eti:ag to a plebiscite, 

claimed that the last tv10 island elections had favored 

statehooo.54 

Further 1nGight into the attitude of tho lJnited States 

Oone;ress is noted frolll the statements marle by United states 

Senator ~\ustin on retur.aiug from. the laJ.aud.. Re pointed 

out that the island. furnished an important link between the 

United States and South .;:'\m.erica in ueonfronti.ng the two ex

tremes of t'asoism and eOD1J.."1lln1s.ra now menac.ing the world. n 

lie said,. however, tho.t !:'Uerto Rioan.s had mad.e great progress 

under the ll.W.eriean flag and were o.n their way to statehood. 

!t ·was his opinion th.et the existi:ug social and economic 

conditions would d.elay tbe graating of statehood. Be 

stated further tii.at the 0 islaad is a 1-eal asset tc; the 

country as a whole.~ 

The most recent outbreak of v!olenoe in protest to 

American r1ll.e in ?uerto ~1ico took place at the oele'bration. 

eomr11.a.:uorating the ~ni·v(;?rsa.ey of the landing of the Ameri

ca.us du.ring the Bpa.nish-l~aerican r:ar.. Two people were 

slain and. thirty injured 1n·a.u atteJ1pt to assassinate Gov-

54 Ibid., July lg, 1937. 



ernol" Blanton "Ginship in ?oncm, the hotbed of' the He.ti,on.

ali,st Pnrty. Governor YJinship escaped ,1i th.out injury. 

~artinez !Tadal, 11resident of the insular Senate t declared 

that this incident convineed him more than ever of the 

great need for the .Araerioa.n :flne in :f-luerto PJ.oo .55 

The desire to settle the issu.e of the future yol1tical. 

status of the islm1d is continually being manifested, how

ever, by vii:rious organizations th.rough.out the island. In 

Ma.reh, 193'9, the island eham.ber .of oorru.'lerce to.getber with 

dele,g;ates trom seventy-two other organizations met in a 

so-called "'econom.io conTention." and :passed a memorial to 

tlte lnsular legisla.ture asking the le.:.;islature to oall on 

Conr1ress to allow the islanders to hold tbe much sought

after r.1lebisoite to det,err.n1ue the islancPs future po11t1caJ. 

stat~s. Copies of the rtHJolution y.rere sent to President 

made of either statehood or i:idepen.dence.55 

Realderit Com.in1asioner Iglesias introduced a bill in 

tills session .of Congress to m,~e ?ue:rto ::tieo an incorporated 

territory ot the United 3tates. No action has been taken 

on the bill at this virl ting. 57 

on :March 22,, 1959, the I:ntorns.tional Oongre.ss ot .. 'k11er

iaan Dem.ooraeies, meeting 1n Montevideo, ~ru.guay, ado·:pted 

a resolution urging ?resident J:~.Joaevel t to free Puerto 

56 Ibid.• ~f'uly 26,. 1938. 
55 Ibld. • :March 14, 1939 .. 
67~1. . 
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ly before hJs de:pE;1.rtu.re, in a radio a:r,eoah biildl:ng the is

la:uders adieu, he re,eated h:t s hori:e that Puerto Rico VJ()uld 

beoome tho forty-ainth state in the Un.ion .. 59 

58 !bid .. , 2'ierc.h 23, 1939. 
59 @rz Oklahoman" June 26, 1939 • 



conclusion 

The astter of Puerto Rioots future polit:i.ca3: status 

is in.dee{} e.n important one. :,:,ierto Rico, true enough, is 

not a very lt:i.rge plc.ee on the ma:r, cf the world, comprising 

only about one-half the e.rea of !te,1 Jersey, but it is in

habited by an intensely patriotic ,eople fired with a deep 

concern for the :tu.tu.re of the island. 

In keeping ·with tho basic principles and doctr:lnes of 

our goverrl.Q.ent, l t is well to -consider the Ptterto PJ.ean 

question as one or i~t1portance - f'i ~st, for the Ne,rto Ricans,. 

" themselves; se eond , the :peo:ple of ·, .. he United States should 

realize that Puerto :Rico is a valuable and worthy portion 

ot the greater t!nl ted States. rurther study and the element 

of time mz..y also dlsolose even lar0er aspects of Puert'o 

Pdeots futul"e pertaining to tb:e entire \7estern Rem:isphere 

and to the w·orld at. ~ar::;e. 

Politicslly, the United St.ates has been guilty or 

neglect since no ind.ioation has ever been given whether 

T'uerto l:1100 1s to beoome a state in the Union, beco::ne inde

pewaent, or remain in sto.tus quo for an indefinite period. 

Distressed eoonom.ic oon.di tions on the island have in

fluenced the Puerto !lioau attitude, a.s does the matter ot 

absentee oimerahip. 

Important points to be considered may be stated briefly 

as follows: (l} rrhe uncertain status of Puerto Rioo is 

eausi:ns a. gradually widening breach between the island and 



the United States. (2} Before tek.ing definite steps ta 

cleter.c.1ine the ruture status of .Puerto Bteo Congress should 

.nak:e a careful survey of the various :possibilities, including 

statehood, com.pl ete independence , and i'urtlle r self-government 

under the p:resor1t syste:.11.. (3) Our success or failure in 

dealing ·with Puerto Rioo may attect the ms:nner in which 

Latin.-Ameriann re11ublics o..coe,t our present "good neighbor 

policy." 



Appendix I 
' -

to r:r. --
'.:i'!y dear Doetor Itarris: 

.,.. 
.;; . - l• Rarrisl 

We are answering your letter ot this date.. The message 
of the People of Jiorto Hico to the :People of the United 
States entrusted to Colonel Lindbergh by the Legislature of 
Iorto Hico at the joint session held in his honor does not 
need any expla:ua.tion. rt is self ex:planatocy. Its meaning 
is plain. Porto Rioo wants her internal sovereignty; that 
is to say, the sa.:ae that the CL)ntinental States enjoy. but 
with the power to retain, as a.t present, all public revenues 
derived from. sources on the Island to meet her public needs 
which are greater than those cf any State because we are 
perfonning now the task of centuries .. 

We a.re not asking for internotional or absolute inde
pendence. We do not \':ant to sever the ties of a co.:runon 
.flag and a comm.on citizenship. 'iiJe aokn01.·:1edge ruid accept 
the sovereignty of the Union as defined in the Constitu
tion, that is to say~ the powers vested. in the Federation 
by delegation of tl~e st.ates tteJ1Sel ves. ·Ge want the mu
tional tar11'f, but with power voated in our local Legisla
ture to reduce, with the approval of the Preside:at, said 
tariff on. foreign raw fo.od staples in order to lessen the 
cost of living for our laboring classes, and to increese, 
also \fl tb. the approvaJ. of the :Freslden.t of the United 
States, the schedules on a.gricul tu.ral products or our soil 
not protected by the tariff and not produced in the con
tinental States, in order to prevent the importation of 
interior goods into :Porto 3:i.oo trnd their exportation as 
Porto Rico :products. ~.~e want the guarantee of lite, lib
erty, eq:-1.1s.li ty, Just ice s11<1 property of the J?edera.l Con
stltuti on, that we fully enjoy now, i:n. 5<pite o:t' the faot 
that the Great Docu.ill.ent has not been extend.ed to Porto 
rtleo, because of the Bill of :tiz.t,:.ts cor;tained in our Organic 
it.ct.. t::e want to preserve the .Am.erican inst! tutio.ns and 
system.s that we ourael veti have adopted in our lav.rs; \'rn as
pire to a perfect :trie:ndsnip ond close brotherhood with our 
fellow citizens o.f the States. :i5ven v1e do not resent not 
bein,'.! an integral part or the U~1ion, in spite of our Am.er
ict::u1 oitize~"lsldp, e.ooordi4; to the ueelsions of tb.e D'"r.1.ited 
States 6up:re~4~ Court. But we aspire also, and. above ell, 
to the government ot" our people, by our people eu1d 1'or our 
people; that is to say, to a republic form o:f government .. 
That is certainly Am.e:rioan freedozn.. That is the freedom 
that we ask in tho ~essage of the reople of Porto Pd.co en-
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trusted to the meszenger of good, t:ill sent to us troin The 
People of the United. Btates. In the terms of the message: 
"the freedom that you enjoy, for which you struggled; which 
you ·w(.n-ship, 1.th.icll we deserve• and ·which you have tro.raisod 
us.n For this reason we state: "Our message is not far 
different from. th.e ory of Patriolt Henry. It is the same in 
substance , but with the difference L":1.posed by the changes 
of t iw.es a.na cond 1 tions .. tt We reproduce the cry that ht:i; 
dared to raise} not against his English ancestry, but 
against "'taxation wi ttout ropreseutationtt r~nd ega1nst the 
ngu1din.g hand of governors appointed b:: the Crown11 ; we 
refer to it as an eeho of your history, appcali11g to your 
national pride, n.ot in, a hostile atti. tude , .aot in an angry 
m.ood. but as a. triendly notice to yo:ir people, to the Am.er
ioan reople, that we are neglected from the standpoint cf 
our poll ticiil aspirations and of cur· eeono::nic needs; that 
our voice is 11ot heard , that you have forgotten that our 
progress in all the peths cf human endeavor is· far ahead of 
that of m.any of our sister Latin Repablics of whose inde
pendence you feel so proud and s.1"e :prone to ma.intain. 

It is inconoel va.ble that we would teJ;e a.dvai1tage of tb.e 
courtesy of the (Jovernor in according to our retiuest for a 
special session of the Legislature t.o. render ho:ia.ge to Colo
nel Lindbergh and hand him a ro:essage eo:ntaining petitions 
which .m.ay imply a severance of' ties of Porto Eioo from the 
United States, or wh,ieh m.ay be construed as i:utr.11 oal to 
;\merican ideals. Such thine would oea."l & discourtesy to 
Porto Rico's guest and tt lack 01" consideration to our ()ov
ernor .. 

As regards our present politie:el aspira.tions, 'We she.11 
state in very !'ew V'.'ords that these are the following: Com
plete self-government including the right to eleot our owa 
Gove:r·nor; as to the future. the majority :party has reaoh€d 
a. conclusion as a co:mr,roillise, between the eo.:nflieti11g of 
solutions of statehood end independence, that this matter 
must be left to be solved by the coming generations aceord
inG to the best interests of both the people of the United. 
8:tstes e.nd the people of Porto Hico. 

As :regards stateh.ood per:"Jli t us to say thet .it congress 
is ready to grant. us statehood, :no doubt tbe peo:9le of Porto 
Rico ·will feel deeply the honor of beoo:.uir1g one of the stars 
of' your glorious constella:tion. There a.re some of them that 
have sprung from the same oritin, tho sam.e stool< tllFJ.t we 
are. This .is a matter that should be nlaoed be:t·o:re our 
peo;ple ror its decisJ.on. But what are- the eham~ea of' state
hood for Porto aioo in the lig1:rt of the utterauoes of your 
ste.tes1nen and the silence of your• political ?;>l&tfor:as? 
tJhen colleotive e1tizen.shi;; was urged upon Congress by rres
ident Taft, the request was ac.:coiu:panied. by tb.e statem.e:at 
that citizenship did not i!ll.plJ· tiny future promise of state
hood. For these reasons, z.nd many otherst we are not now 



urgi~:: statehood.. If ;:rr>u tbink it is better for your na
tional interests not to ed:rr;.it us into the Uilion, we will 
a.bide by your decision.; but it is up to you to be true to 
your his:tory and in.sti tatione and to devise a sahe.:ne ot 
government t'or Porto .'8100 that vdll harm.onize your dig,ni ty, 
liberty a.nd h.a~ppiness and ours. t:e will cooperate with you 
to find the way to the solution 01· the r,roble~':1. .But do not 
misunderstand us, do .not be iai~led by the e:nern.ies of our 
noble e...sp1rations as a reo:ple. l)o not pronounce the word 
noisloyalty" to desoribe the deepest sentiment in the 
hearts of rr1en; Love for thE:t freedo.:1l of th-e country in which 
l'"ds cradle was rooked by the hands o! a loving L'J.Otb.er. 

Your 1etter has been a surprise to us. \\:e can n.ot 
understand how the message of the Legislature can be con
strued as n plea for international or s..bsolute inderendenoe. 
It is the sam.e o.s our message to Tresident Coolidge, trans
m.i tted also to the Pan-J~erican. Conf'erence, not because we 
look for redress or re3edy fo.r our inferior po11 ti cal ccn
di tio.n, but because the President him.self offered to the 
Ccnferenc-e the reli.ef for that condition, tlmt, is to say, 
plain home rule; and for tha.t reason we reel entitled to 
obtain the endorsein.ent of the 7.;ations of our own origin to 
the words of the chief' magistrate of tbe nation in order 
that te may ar,ply them to the sick man at horae.. In the 
said message the words "in.te:ruul sovereisnty" were changed 
by news agencies into niJ.1ternntional sovereiignty, n entirely 
changine::, of course , the m.ektnin{; of tho a;tatement. i.Te shall 
not be surprised to find that the present message also has 
been .:n.utilated or i.ilisqucted. Tllat will e.x:r:lain the elsrm. 
voiced in the cable reoei ved by you. 1re trust th&.t you will 
a.oknotJledge thut there is no reason for a.la.I"111 or u.neasineBs. 
v;e voice a truly i:....11e::ti oe.n sentiment which is hu'bued in the 
mit1ds and hearts ot· all our aohc.101 children by tho atuct_~,,,· 
o:r your hi,story, &r1d which i.s also a natural se:itiJ1eut " 
deeply rooted in ii.ht) hearts of hn .. '1'l.an kind. 

In oonc1u.siou let us answer v~ith dignity that :part of 
your letter wherein allusion. is m.ade t.o the que.stion of 
.money by saying; that. .tad ~;;e had in mind the asking of 
iud.e.pe.ndence for Porto aieo, the loss of one n..illion dollars 
or of untold 1:0.illions of dollars ·to all the inl?titutions of 
:Porto !Uoo, will not deter us in the least. 

Signed Yours very truly, 

~ "'tO'" io ,., 1b,~., """'"'l"" iZ1ti..a. _...,1,. .>;.~ • Du..Ji. v~ V ) 

:Prcside:.1t of the t~enate, 

and 

Jose !J:ous Soto, 
Speaker. House of Representat:i.ves, 

a.t Son ,Tuan, ? . R .. , 
rebru1n•y e, 1928. 

67 



Dear Governor: 

A1rnendix ll 

~ Coolidge Letter 

I desire to aokno ledge the concurrent re olution of 
the Legislature of Porto Rico committed to Colonel Lind
bergh on his visit to San Jun, and also a oablegra.ait d ted 
January 19, signed by' ssrs. Barcelo and Tous Soto, the 
.,..,resident of th Senate and peak:er or the House of .... epre
sentatives of Porto Rico, respectively. 

The cablegram and resolution see to be ba ed largely 
on a oom.plete misunder tanding of concrete facts . It ould 
not be difficult to so that the resent status of Porto 
Rloo is far ore liberal than any status or its entire his
tory; that its people have greater control oft eir own af
fairs with less interference fro ·ithout; that its people 
enjoy liberty and the protection ot la, and that 1ta people 
and its Govern.met are receiving material a sistance through 
its assooiation 1th the continental United States. The 
Treaty of Paris. of course, oontai no pro· ise to the 
people of Porto Rico. o pha. e o:f t at treaty contemplated 
the extension to Porto Rico of a · ore liberal regi e than 
existed. The United States has ade no pro ise to the 
people of Porto P.ico that has not been tul:filled, nor has 
any representative or spokesman for the United States ade 
such a promise. 

The Porto Rican Government t pr sent exercises a 
gre ter degree of sovereignty over its o internal affairs 
than does the Government of any 0 tate or Territory or the 
Uni ed States.l 1ithout adr, tting the existence of "a 
grave economical situatlonn in the finances of the Govern-
ent of Porto R1eo, the present difficulty, h1ch it 1 

hoped is but temporary, is exclusively the result of the 
exercise by the elected representa ive of the people of 
Porto Rico of an authority grant d by the present very 
liberal organic la. The responsibility of tho United 

l In contradiction of t h is a sert1on, A. o. rana points 
out that the Porto Rloa~s have o right (a} to vote for 
President ; nor (b) to take aay aotive part in enacting or a
verting legislation at ~:, shing on (w ich nevert eless y 
send their sons to ar); nor {c) to eleot t eir own Governor, 
Au-01tor, Attorney General, co 1 sioner of Education, the 
Justices of the Supre e Court; nor (d) to ake their own 
local laws tre from veto or overruling by a Federally ap
pointed Governor, th President or Congress; nor (e} to 
share rlth the State~ and other territories in the custom
ary al1otment of Federal funds, for road , education. 



States, us d.istinguished frorr.i. th.at of :?orto :?.ico, is, at 
.a:i.ost, that officers a.r,pointed ty the President in ::.:•orto ~ico 
raay not have exercised power legally placed in their hA.nds 
to veto or make i.aeffectl VB aeti.$ of the Porto Rin:an J..,egis
l;;:;1,ture. 

The oablagra~ ooi:~_plai.ns that -

ours is tile on.Ly Dpanish-Lm.erican country v.1l1.0sc 
voice has not been heard at Hf.::va11a during the I-Tm
fa.J.:lerican Ccnfere:nc.e 1 fo1• it was not represen.teo 
th.ere .. 

This is a most serious error and ia based on. a funda
taerJ.tal in.isunderstand.in& of the relation of Porto Ri.oo to 
the United .fJtates. .Ao ;3tate or 'l'err1 to:ry of the Union v;as 
represented as .suoh at. Havana, but the representatioJJ of 
the 'Jni ted States in llavn:na re1Jrese.uts :rorto Rieo as truly 
as it repreasenta any part o.f the terri tocy or tl.1.e trni tad 
E.tates. 

The 1•equest is rc1a.de that Porto Rico be con.st itut.ed a..s 
a 1'free State" and not !fta, mere subjeoted colony." 0er
tainly givi.ue ro:rto RieQ grenter liberty thfa11 it has ever 
en.joyed and powers of governme.nt for tlle exercise of' whl ch 
its rieo!)le e.:re barely prepared ow.mot, 1riith rro:priety, be 
said t,o be estr.:1.blisl:d.ng t:t;.eretn tta :aere subjected colony. 0 

The people of ·rrorto I:ico are citizens r..if the Uni tea States, 
with all the rights and p!'ivileges of: ot:t.er ctttzens of 
the united Gtates, and these privileges are those vvhich vre 
invoked nwhen declaring for indepe::1.dence at the m.emorable 
convention at 'Fhilad.elphia. n 

!:a ansy.,-e:ring the cablegra,.u lt n112J1t be vJoll to con
sitier briefly the corld iti ans ,.1nt'.? tendenc:tes \'ie found in 
Porto Rlco and ·;1d1e..t t..he sltuf.(tion in rorto Dlco is to-del!J t 
~1s ,,,.:ell s.s the steps vre ,e.r€~ :responsible for in Porto :1ico 
to bet.tar ooadl ttons as \1e found tt:t)!Jl and e~s they exist to
day. 
• • ~ • * • • • • • • ~ • 4 • • • • • • ~ • • • ~ • • • • • 

::irior to the J:':.filerictin ocm1.N1tiou thf; Porto Bican 
· people had. reoeivetl pra0·tic&lly· no t1·tiir-.. ia.g Li f;Self
governmt:1.nt or the frHo ex.6rul.EH3 of th0 :Cr.E .. !l<lhise. \'.Lile 
there e.:,d.sted a body cf educ!f:..tea, h1tolli0er1t- :aer ... , the great 
muss of the 1'.'leople were ',ri t.Lout exv.erie:""2.ce or train.iue; in 
aelf-goverlltll(~nt, a~m only ~' s;uall pe.rcen.ti:ie;e coUld qualify 
as voters under very broa.d elcc.tr;ral tp .. u:•J..iflcH,tir.m.s. 

T'ne m111 tEilj,~ Oovernme:;::t in its brief' existence ot 
eighteen zoonths eccoaplished the follcwi11g: 

.1. - 0:.."der was re-establ:lshed aau ttri in~.iulELr police 
force ore&nized. 
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2 - Tl1e ;nore obvious hurdens oi' taxation as they · fell 
o:u tho va1 .. y poor people \•mre abolisted, and a careful study 
made b}l' an ex.pert, 1:;re;1::::~rato:ry· to t.he adcjtion of a prerper 
revenue sy~tem. for the islaud. 

~3 - S1H.lh ch1.;mees hl the ju<lloial .syste111 were made as 
were necessary to brinz thnt systea m.ore in aeeord:u:i.ce with 
Ai/Jlerican procedure arJJ: "Ni th the A".rlericm1 view or LJ.dividual 
rights and liberty .. 

4 .. 1i;. Departme:at of ~uoatio11 \1e.s estublis.l1cd; Boards 
o:t Rea.1th. wei•e organized; the :ruhlic worlrs were reorgq-illized 
and. progress in road building 1::as c;ree.ter then in all the 
previous history of Porte lU co .. 

kUd i~inally the G-ovcrn;n€;nt was reorsenizec. in tiocorda.nee 
with the act passed b;/ Cc.'.l0ress to establish ii civil gcvern
;uent in order that th&re .~ni,zn.t be a :ltiuict~1 of friction 1.~ 
changing fro,11 the .:n.ili ta.1·:l to t.he ci vi.I ,::;overn:aout. 

Experienoe has shcn=m that this organic act, though in
tended to be te'::lporary, was q,ui te up to tbe stance.rd of 
such acts, ti!U.tl tb.e.t l t gave to the peo;~tle oi.' ?orto Rioo a 
liberal f or:1 of' gover:::unecnt under ·which tl:.e;v ooul d acquire 
expsrie.nce in de;;;:i.ocrati c govorn.,uent honestly e.duin.isterec. 
and: could enjoy all of tt.e rights SJld :;:irivilcges to which 
we a.re accustom.ad. Under it the :possibility oi' de·velop:.1ent 
W!::.S gre9.t a.:ud tt.is possibility was realized. 

Consreas, recognis:ing the :r,rogress in !?orto Rico, en
.acted in 1917 the· :present organic law. Under this lmr.r the 
Porto ::ticc;.n neople were a.sde citizens of the United Jtates. 
All of the guarantees of' the Constitution a.re e.xtenc.ed to 
Porto Hico, or the :;:.,egislature cf rorto Rico 1a gr&nted 
authori.ty to mr.;;:i.t'~ e.ffeoti ve those z..iarar::tees :aot s:,ec:lfi
cally extended. 

Ths graat. satisfaction in Porto :~f:!o at the parJsage o:r
this act is the best evidence o:f' its liberality. 

irtie ;principal d.ifferenoe betweo.n the Govern:nent ot 
Porto Hico and that of the orga:dzed arJ.d incorporated ~rer
:ri toriea of t.:-io ~:ni ted ~',tates is the {;reater po'.1,er of the 
Legislature i:md t,he f isc~l :rr?o'\fi:Jions gcver11in£: Torto Rico• 
vf;J_al: are far :J10re; Ii:0r2•.l than tbo:de oi' ".).Uy of our States 
or t;;erritories .. 

• • • • • • • • • ~ • • 4 • • a • • • • • • • • • • • • • -

It is not desired to leave tho L:.1pressl on that all 
progr0ss iu Porto ::.1 co 'NcJ.S d.uo to ~0~1tinental .:.:.;.:1cric:2..n.s. 
";Jttl'.iout tr .. c coope:taticu ::::..i:':. acsist.s.nce of Porto ~-:icau.s 
progress: would indeed hE-ve bee.a j;:teeligible, but the co
crperatiou ls l1.1rge1y .~iU(:, to the f;:11cour8.c;euent of J~merican 
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aseistanoe, I~erican aethods ant:t an inoreaae in the reward 
of' efforts m.:ade •. 

There has been a n.atural hesitation t.o recall and dwell 
up-on the unfortunate condition of Porto Rico in the pa.st. 
There is a feeling, however, that the United States is en
titled to a good narae in 1 ts dealing vdth Porto !U.co and 
to :protect itself from. any reflection on its a:ood na.'Ue .. 
rerha.p s no 'l'erri tory in the world t.as reoei ved :such cons.id
erate treatment in the :past thirty years as has Porto Piieo, 
and perhaps 11owhere else hc.s progress: beer., so marked and 
ao ax,pnrent as 1n rorto Riec. t·e are. o·ertainl.y entitled to 
e. large part of the crecit for this situation. 

• § • • • • • • • • • • A # • • • • • • • • • + • • • • • • 

~t..e-· i,;, no ·~1 '"'1"10"'.t t 4 ·on in ~''"''e·.,.,{ ,..,,.) l'.'ln~1 •"""rtn,{ .-11w ''"""t ..;,.k, ..A,.'-" ~ . ·. ~ .:;:,I,.., .;).J.. . .,;;.,.... ~"'~ .,.&;._.~w:., ""°""~ ."-t:. ¥=~' Q.4.-•..,; 4 .i.'!..V. 

on. ny part, tc discourage any :rensonable aspiration cf the 
people of Porto rttco. 'l"he island has so iuproved und its 
people have so progressed in the last generation. as to 
justify high hopes tor thf.; future, but it oertainl:y is not 
unreasonable to ask that those llrh.o sr,eak !'or rorto 'P.ieo 
limit their :petitiou to thoae things ,·:llioh l'!W.Y be t?;:re.tl'ted 
without a denial of such hc·pc. ~ror is it uureascnabla to 
sucgest tbut the people of Porto I~oo, who ure a part of 
the people of the United Ct.ates, •::ill progress •;;i th the 
people of the Uni tcd 5tatos r&tr:er than be isole,ted from 
the sou.roe from ii.ticb they have received pre~ctically their 
o!lly hope of progress .. 2 

· · Calvin Coolidge. 

JJ'ebruary 28, 1928. 

2 Con,.. "'•.no 7· 0 f"K"'11""' 1 °ess · · 4"-W • :.-.,.."wl' ·. • , · VYJ ~~ • t · . ..,, · · • , 
lld. f9~ ......... 

4872-4874. 
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