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Preface

Thig study ig devoted to & considerstion of the ¢fforts
upon the pert of Fuerto iilcang to secure grants of autonomy
and more liberal self-government from Ipaln and the United
states.

Hany support the bellefl that thers hus never been a

real movement for independence in Pusrto Rieo. Ferhaps

that no aovement for

Hb
6

whet those heldlng this opinion mesn
independence or statehood has ever come near successa. It Is
true there has been no revolution comrsrabie to the iLmerican
fevolution or the wurs for independence in South America,
but Puorto Hico would have been peculiar 1f it had aoct had
its insurrections, lts dessnds for a volee in ixnsule

alffal rs B, its

in

gleimez for & "ster in the fnerican flag,” its
volitical lesders uwrsing coanlete independence,

e

In sost instances, tunils study arpprosches the nroblen

@ the Puertc Jieap angle with occasional refercnces to
the attitudes and reactlicns urveon the part of the officiels

of the United otates Jovernment.
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Apauisition of Tuerto Hieo

Vith the brecking of dliplomatic relations between the

United Htatss snd Spalin on April 20 wnd 21, 18§&,2 and the

F

spproval by President MeHinley ¢f s Joint resolution of
Congress demsndling the withdrawel of 3panish forces from
subs,® & state of wer existed betveen the two nutions.,
The break betveen the two nstlions arose chief fiv over
the general welfare of Cuba, "the peerl of the jatilles,”?

and 1ittle thought was given at thoet time to the ultiscte

consequences ms they concerned other insular nosgessions

? .

en
cu‘

of Spain hile Cuba was ln a state of rebelllior
the zovernment at adrid, this ves not the cuse ia Tusrio
Zieo, anG no menticn wos made in diplomatic corrsspondence
between the twe governuents ol the status of tihe island

of Tuerto Zico.

=

FPor these and otiacr ressong the invasion of Tusrto

Rieo in the war with Spsia was gol glven gresat counsidera-

tlon until after the war was in progress und the capitula~
tion of Ipenish forces in Cuba wes »ractically sssured.

P

After the surrender of Genersl Toral to Cenerel Shafter

1 ¥ormerly spelled Torto Zico. The spellinz Torto
Pico was changed to Puerto iico under provision of & Senste
joint resclution in 1938, Ltetutes at Large, HLVIT,
pt. 1, 156-159. ' '
2 U. . for. Gel. 1898, 764-767.
Ibid., 763.
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July 16, 1898,% and the imeriesn occupation of Santiugo,d
attention of the Var Lepartment was tken turned to the
invasieon of cther territory. Sensral lelson lles had

been ordered to corganize en expedition Yo Tuerto Hleo and

o

lang were made lmaedistely to glve his ubaest coonerastlon

e

n directing transports and furnishing res-enforcesuenta,
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There is very 1ittl

“

zaet ressons for seadlag our armed forees agalnst the
Spenish on the islead of Tuerte Hico. IHovever, as Presie
dent Me¥inley expressed it in his second annual pesssge o
Conpress, December B, 1898, "With the fall of Ssntisgo the
oceunation of Porto Nles becsme the next stratesle peces-
sity."? The fuct thst such an expedition was stretegic is
volnted out by Gereral Helson Miles 1a bis dispatel to
H. Lo Alger, Secretary of Var, dated dJuly 17, 1886. 0OGenersl
#ileg called attention to & ﬁtroag fleet of navsl vessels
in the port at San Juan prepuriag to go to Opaln and sug-

-ested e strong conblned movement on Fuerto Hice to meke

)

sure of the cepture of the islend ead the reductiown of
Spanish forts there.B

sfver o conference of the TPregident snd the Secretarisw

o]
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of ttar and Yevy on the moraslng o 18, Ceneral "lles

was directed to land the trocps thern eon the Yale and other

= H. Doc. Ho. &, 55 foug., % sess., 124,
Ibid.
biG., 130.

Jumes U. Rlecherdson, A Coaplistliocs of the Fossages

- o R i

»q)_---—m

and Papers of the Presidents, 1904, =, 95.

.
Lk
® E. Doc. Zo. £, 55 Cong., 5 sess., 130.



transports at any place in Puerto Rieo he might determine .9
4 similar nessage was sent to Afmirel ZSzapson, commanding
the ¥orth Atlantic Zouadron. filles in turn sent & letter
to Adxnirel Sampson requesting additional navel forces be
ordered to cover the landing of sone ten thousand men on
the island of ?uértarﬂico and at the same tlme to hold the
Spanish ships then kunown to be in the harbor at {sn Juan,
Puerto Rico.lO

Upon reaching the islaad of Puertc Riceo, #Hiles found it
advisable to take the harbor of Guanica first. This wes
prouptly done and the fnmerican flag was raised in Guanica
at 11 o'clock on July 26. Ho casualiies were reported on
the American side.tl Plans were famedintely made Tor a
complete conquest of the lsland. Jduly £6, in an eangagenent
.at Yaueo, the Spanisi were defeated. The navy entered the
harbor at Ponce, the largest city om the islend, oo July
a7, andé the aray took possession of the city the next day.
Skirmishes continued until, on August 13, 1898, the imeri-
cans had ocecuried a large portlon of the island us a re=-
sult of six engagements. At this time word wes recelved
of the signing of the protoecol on the twelfth of fugustlée
and hostilities ceased, leavins the Spaniss in comaand of
San Juan.,l3

In correspondence with the United Ctates Peace fom-

9 7pid., 131.
1C Tpid.
1l Tpigd., 132.
12 Tvig., 1s9.
13 Tpld., 140.



aissioners at Paris in 2 message dated September 16, 1898,

President MeKinley polnted out that our govermment required

L")

of Spaln the unqualified concession of the following de-
mands which concersn our subject:

ITI. Tke cesslon to the United States of Portoe Zico
and other islands under Fpanish ZSoveraslgnty in
the West Indies,

I¥, The immediate evacuaticsn by Spain of Cubs, FPorto
Rioo, and other Spanish islands in the jest
Indies.lé

Trese demands vwere coanceded by Spaln, and thelr conecession
was recorded in the protocol of the twelfth of August, 1888,

The Treaty of Pecce wes coneluded at Paris, [eceaber
10, 1898;15 ratificetions were subsequently exchanged, snd
the treaty was finally proclaimed on ipril 11, 1599.18
Excerpts Trom the treaty which cencern this sublect are
given below:

Artiecle IT - 3Bpain cedes to the United Stetes the
Island of orto Rice and other islaands now under
Opanish Soverelgnty in the Vest Indies and the
Island of CGusen in the Yerlanags or Ladronses.

Article IX . . . . In esse theyl? remain in the
territory they may preserve their cllegiunce to the
Crovn of Spain by mneking, before a court of record,
withian #u year froa the deate of the exchaage or
ratifications of this tresty, & declarstion of
thelr decision to preserve such zlleglance; in
defzult of which declaration they shkall bhe held

to have rencunced it and to have adopled ths na-~
tionality of the territory 1n which they may reside.

Tre eivil rizbkts and political ststus of the

1 U. 5. for. Rel. 18963 E. Loc. ZXo. 1, 55 Cong., &
seas., 904,
1 Sells UDC., 61 Cong., & sess., ALVITT, 1690,
6 Thid.
7 Spanish subjects, netives of the peninsula.
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ive &ﬁhubibxﬂta of the terri-orlpd hereby ceded
I Ztates shall he slned by the

nelusion of this tresty, Spain slened

estisge <f authority in the vestera Heai-
sphers, Suba secured her Indensndence fron Spain, I
Fuerto Rice, like Cuba, hed bsen waglag & war of gevelution
for independence vitt & de fuocto iusuler goverasent, it

is wholly preboble that the Unlted States would heve ese-

teblishsd the Tuerto Filouns as & separste soversigaty under

But such was not the cese and Puerte flezu patriots
settied down 1z @ rrolouged series of pessive elfforis
teward sutonomeous gzevermpent for the islzud. Shese €

grew in magnitude snd sre flourdshing ss thls is written,

18

£
Rt

iy oy . 75 W e
28l LGC., Bl Tong., &
e 252 .



Chunter IT

Larly Bfforts towsrd ‘utonomy under

fngin cnd the TUaited Stotes

It i3 evident that grestey indsre:

elf-soverpnant Les been e constant

é’!‘;
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since the esrly vewrs of the alinetecnth century uwn {o the
pregsent tlae,

fhe goverament of Puerte Rico under Jranish rule urtil

the latvter poert of the nirveteentin ceuntury wig founded

ﬁ
r.-h
:"l‘
’1
<}
=
4y
v
@
v 3
)
e
Ll
&
u3
o+
(93
O

H
)
o
fate
oF
%
'

nothing more than o
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tion of the islznd wné the malntonance of

AT i A s -
Ffoonish domivoe

tion over that porticn of the ew vorid.l - briel histor-

interest to the Lmerican student in forming ¢ boelground for

"ifv‘”ft u’n a- "»ia.‘hﬁ
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the gtudy of the tireless efforts

b2 1 g N I 2 § ey T D) r e A b A L L R ]
Klean patricts to gecure autoncay ior tho Lsland. L noted

Fuerto Rican historian, Pedro Capo-liodrigues, dosoy]

the zoveramsnil u;ﬂew Sy previocus to the granting

3 - 3 =
subonomia in 1887,9 as

« » o o 31t omEy be gsld thot Tor over tlhiree
centuries Jorto Hico was overned, . . . 869 & Tile
itary post, sad that the governor, 48 the royal
representative, wes the seource of zll cover and
guthiority in the lslena. Up to 1040 the towns were
practicnlly mﬁub‘CU by army ofileers, wiGse dubty
it .0 peport direcily to the captaln gouerel of
the né . From that tine wuntil 1870 ilie poliecy

1 resre Capo-itod rlbuez Lispavic=aaerican fistorical
Fewiew, 1T {_;-JVE; sher, l‘.;la} RYAN
Ibid.




was graduzlly sdopted of giving to the larzer munici-
palities 2 local govermweat adaiualstered by the ¢l-
vilisas cpreinted by the soveruor snd chosen, a& &
rule, froa avonz the natives of Zpelian rm“ldlﬂv

tte Islaﬁc

The spirit of netionmlism and the idea of lndependernce
anong Puerto Rlcans was consideradbly strengthened by the
independence of Veunezuels in 1811,% end that of Santo Do-
mingo in 1881.5 fhe Pirst actusl efforts caame in 1835 with
the planning of a military uprising against the proviancial
Spanish povernment in which more than fifteen hundred ci=-
vilian Tuertc iNlcens also intended to taks part. The plan
resulted, howsver, only in tie severe punishment of & group
of patriots. Terez Yoris znd Cueto, Tpanish historians,
considered this eousplraey as "the first seriocus step to
gsecessionisn.” & secondé attenpt at 8 military uprising in
San Juan, the prineipasl Puerte [cen clty and seut of the
govermaaent of the lslund, in 1632, wlso falled.

For neariv thirty years thers wes very little setivity

o the surfece among the Matlonalisty patriots. Ia 1664,

';'A

apbain Luis Paedial y Vizcsrrondo was bslieved by the
sgovernment bto have Lesn sppelinted chiel of the revelution
being planned. He was sent to Spaln &8 & rosult. Three
years later, lu 1867, nany patrliots were exiled or subjected
to other punisiments as alleged instizotors of cnother

attespted redbellicn. Heesuse ol tiils movenent, Renito

) ‘ _

5 Capo-fodriguez, op. cit., 54D,

5 Zalley W. Diffie, Forto Rico: A Broken Tledge, 18Y.
Ibi u, -




Zontero, & copporal of the artillery bostallion, was put to
death.

The Laresz rebellion, the lergost araed proteost up to
thet time, arose in 1868, This revolt vas chiefly the
result of the revolutionery setivities of Dr, Hetances,

a leader wiho brought tie cause 0f Tuerto Fleau gubonomy
rapidly inte & prouinent place la the yesrs just prior
to the scauisitlion of the igland by the United Ttates, b
After the Lares rebellicn hongd subsided with ne sppre-
ciable results, revolutlonsyy propagenda continued to be
directed from It. Thomss by Ur, Detances. In 1874, Betances
was successful in bringing arms to the islend through the
vort of CGuenliea, anud e yeur later aanother reveluticoasry
moveaent was disclosed by the geovermment. It resulted in
the iapriscoment of sowme of the more prominent leaders
but Detauces escapaﬁ.7

The activities of the "Secret Socisties™ began in
1887, and ezeg a result the Civil Cuard under the government
of Generzi Palacios emwployed the VYoompounte” - inguisitoriasl
tortures - in perszeculiag sen ol the Autonomous Party
although wnny of those persecuted claimed that they hed

aatd;uﬁ to do with ihe secerct revolutionary moveuents. 8

® :lamuel Guzmsn Rodriguez, L1 Libro de ruerto Hlco, 91.
7 piffie, op. cit., 188. T

© miaong the prisoners held in '3l Jorro' in thet yo T
were Pedro iarls Tescartes, whe tolé the author thet he was
the Tresldent of the sceret scelety 'La Torre del fﬂejc',
and Jome Yicente Gonzalez, who w punished by 'couponte!
hecause 1t was helieved t.@t e wus s menber of said soeli-
etisc." Coxxzent by Ueouel fuzans Hodriguez in hils artiecls
*EL ?RC‘GAaliaﬂﬁ en Pusrto fico,” or "Haticnallesan in Tuerto
fice,™ putlished in 11 Libro fe “uerte eco, 95,

b




In the same vear z number of rebels and congpl

vere exiled or othe se runished &8 & result of

takipg plage lo Yauco. %he proxoter of the uony
sntonio vattel Lluversa 1%, was in wew York at the time tryiag
to orgenize an exrediticn to uid the movenment.9

To fully appreciste the muncrous conditions and cir-

o

of the esutrel Spanish govermneat toward her cclonial
possessions ond toward Puesrto Fieo in purtieculor, Spein
went too far in extending nep medleval colonial nollcies

without keeping abreast of the tines.

and leplzlators of the past century seemed

always unawere of the blunders of the policy of the

8

zovernsent 1z the attenpted menugenent of Ler colonier of
this hemisphers. It wus because Spailn could net maintein
1ts superiority over Fuerto Rleo and Cubs that Spanish
rile became cruel snd utterly unbearasble,

Uoupled with the urrisings in Tuerto “ico, the Cuban

revolution of 18&8, ending 1n the sgreement of %1 Saunjon

¢ 188610 (later dishonored by Srein) znd the Spaoish

revolution of Lspteqber, 1868, led finzlly to the making

2 Puerte Pieco a Spenish province in 18Y0 with an sdeguste

representation i1a the Srasdishk parlisasent and other provi-




slons that mode the govermasnt of the island more liberel

character. Yowever, the Jurisdiction aund

g‘.u
2

snd eivil

powsT 0f the dnsulsr goverazent was otill rractiecslly sube

-
b
o]
[N
[
Hor

erdinated %o the will of the zovernor genersl
gpecial cases the wiole aatter could be taxen to the cen-
Trom that time until the cession of the isl&a@ by Zpain
to the United States, the status of Puerto Zico was that
of & Spaniszh province, and under the Jpanish Copstituticon
the inhsbitents were alweys ccousicered oo Opsnilerds, s
subieets or citizens of %pain.
It woes during the period imuedistely preceding the

acguisition of the island by the United Jtetes that Tuerte

were able te command the respect of the central govermzent
T Spein. &8 2 result, g anore libersl wmolicy towerd toe
However, the aotivities of the Veoluuiterios, or the
Upenish Militisz,l® soon rendere 4 practically useless this
new polley of the central govermment, Thisz was Tollowed
by & period of persecution and zismunsgesecnt which raoched
1%s height with the "eonponte™ in 1887 uunder Seneral

Talseclos. Ten years luater the ceatral governnent resgolved

+

thet sell-governmeat sbould be

P
¥

=1 to Foerto Sleooc. Ta

writing of this sction by Urpeln, Zenor Jeno-Holrizues

Ity merely ey arsed *olitl 1
arés residlog iz tkhe isls




stated an Tfollows:

due ta a eambinatior af event* aiquLﬂf
g ¥ . h »3(; I} % % t-Lu {; -.3 tr@ w
inue d '{: rese ‘.:,:t atoes 1 the
; 21 in the whw,iuh-

aadiul @f

Torta
@artd ta@ded by :
of & rorte Hiesn uyp
were graated to t»u
Saeants resolved ;
to Porto Tico.ls

u:'e.z:' naphans
“"tiaa
£ Tenor

The royal dscree known ¢35 the sutonocria was gigusd Tloves-
ber 25, 1897, by larias Oristins, a3 gqueen regzeoat of the

kinsdon, 1%

Although this now alznost forgotten Spaanish decrze of

-

1897 proctically eentralized ©ll power wnd suthority undsr

o)

autonoula or self-joveranen

harely reeched the sbage of successful operation when th

F 2 o & oo X
Sranish=-Anericaa

a

in the islzarnd.

The first and only colonial lesislature
under the authority of the Toyal Vecree of 1287 met on July
17, 1898. O July 2T came tie news that the fmerican fleet

=3 NI | . P [ o, sy r2
was off Guanica preraring to laad A7

Capo- Lauriau o, 0n. oit., L4€,
157 I*ic ~E‘ 3Z.

Y oiTom a uﬂ&alﬁf poiat of view the decree
5,1 ong sten towurd 8 wiser nolicy of

-
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The Legislature adjourned, never to mest agelin under
the Spanish flsg, snd the work of 400 yeers was blown
away in_the bresze that ralsed our fldé over the
izland,

%

when u»ﬂ“?&l illes, st the head of the fmeriean Lroy,

landed upon the islana of Fusrte Zdco, in July, 1838, &

issued o proclameticn wnieh hss besn the scurce of muaech

controversy and the lospirstion lor muchk pative Taerto

Hicen speechi-uaklng and writing. 3ecause of the interest

menifested by the luhabitants of the iIsland at the time

and

esn

thelr expectations in regurd to the bencfits of ‘meri-
rule the proclamstion is quoted &s follows:
TC TEZ ITHABITANTIO OF Z20BTC RICE:

In tke prosecuticn of the war agalinst the Hing-
doa of Spein by the people of the United States 1o the
cause of liberty, justice and bhumanlty lts military
forees have coxme to occuny the island of Torte Zico.

They come bearins the banner of freedom, izspired
by @ noble purpcose to seex the enemies of our country
and yeurs, and to destroy or capture all whoe sre ia
armed resistance, They bring you the fostering arm
of a nation of free pecople, whose greatest rover is
in its jJustice and bumanity to all those living with-
in its fold. Yence the first effect of this oscupa-
tion will be the lumediste release from your former
political reletion, and it is hoped s cheerful uccept-
gnoe ¢of the govermmcnt of the Jni ted Itates.

The c¢hiel objeet of the Jumerican mliiltzry forces
will be ts-averthrow the armed suthority of 2y&i and
give to the ople of your bc@utifu¢ island
JEdan re of libertd conslstent with this military oc~-
cupation,

e have not ¢oase to make war upon the people of
a country that for esnturies has been apnressed but,
on the contrary, to bring you protection, not 0ﬂiy
to yourselves but to your property, to proacte your

a o o kS g - ¥
1 Ibid.; Regls i, Post, "dhat's Urong in Porte 2ico,v

Vorld's Jotk, iLITI, S61-807.
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rrosperity, and bestow upon you the lsmunities and
blessings of the likersl lustitutlious of cur Covern-
ment. ’

It 1s not cur purpose to interfere with say
ezisting lawe and custouns thot ere vwholescse and bone
eflclial to your people 8o long &8 they coanform to the
rules of military wdainistraticon of order ané dustice.
This 12 nct & war of devagtation, bubl one to give
to all within the contrel of its willtary uud naval
forces the advantzges and blessings of eﬁlighteaed
ﬁi‘r’i.}.i” ation llg

delson A. Miles, ;
Lajor-General , Comaanding United States Lray.

The landing of Jmerican troops in 1698 was welcand
by the independence party, confident thaet ‘mericans coxe
to bring independence to ths islsnd. Teliz iiatos Bernler
offered hic services, #ith a number of amen, to General

s

Hiles, szd Pedro Jarls Desecartes, with a group of follovers,
aided tune forses of Colozel Xullings.®0 gimultaneously,
the Liges de Patriotas Tuertorriquencs, founded by Tugenio
yeria de Hostos in ithe idterast of the luderpendence move-
ment, raised the white flasg, a&nd requested a plebiscite,
manifesting s fGesire for the independence of the islang.&l
Yowever, bthrough the lack ¢f strong »olitleal leaders and
the opposition of the United Ztates, the ideal was set
~aslde, ramenifesting itselfl later on the island iz the
Unionist gand Tetlopelist parties.

When the transfer of the 1sland to fmerican control

was completed, the lLepartnent of Puerto Pico was crected.

19w, poc. Mp. 2, 65 Cong., 3 sess., l4k,
20 TMiTle, ep. cit., 189; Podriguez, op. git., 93.
8l 1pia,; pire 1&,__;9_, cit., 189.
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b 2

r General Jobhr E. Brooke vas plsced i conusand and

6:(
ade military governcr. “& e was suceeeded on tho sixth
of December, 189Z, by ajor Uensrsl Guy V. deary, and he

in t
Devi

the

under

99,

e

I

urn, on lay %, 15%9, by brigadier Ceverual Ceorgs .

&, who held the wositlon of zilitary governor until

insusguretion of ¢ e¢ivil governsent on ey 1, 1900
the set of Congress rnown a8 the Forsker Lct.
In hisg conusl mesgege to Coumress on Deceubsr 5,

2

Tinley seld:

Thougk Yorto Zico and the pines bold
different relation to the L31tbd Jtateu, ﬁct for
convenience of adami 1¢strmtlga, trhe sans yrlﬁclee
of autonoucus governauit ey been extended to then,
e o « She time is TLT“ for the gdoptics s te
porary form of governmeatl for this island,.

sident lJeXinley continued further s fellows:

. « for pregent purroses I recomauend that Congress
pass & levw for the orguanizsticon of & temrorary fOVeznw
e wiileh shell provide for the appolntment by th
dent, sublect to confirmstion by the Lenate,
gcvernGL and suchk other officers &s the geaeral
adninistrotion of the islend asy require, S}u thiat
for legisletive vpurposes upon subjects of a loeal
nzture not ﬁ&rt“kiﬁﬁ of & “ederal oamrcctc & leglis-
lative counell, coupcsed partly of citizens of the
United Dtates, shall be Lwaﬁhteﬂ snd appoluted

by the President, subject to confirzation by the
Senzbe, tre‘w acts to be sublect to the epproval

of the Congre 3y the President pricr to golng

inte effect. in the muﬂﬁcimﬁliti&a end other locsl
subdivisions I recomuwend that the priucirple of leeal
seif-governuent be spplied ot once, 50 a8 to euable
the intelli;ent clticens of the igland to particirats
in their own governsent and to lears by practical
experience the dutics eud requlrensats 01 2 selfe=
conteined and self-governins pecple. T heve pot
thouzht it wise to counit the entire covernment of
the islund to oificers selected by the nsople, be-
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cause I doubt whether in habits, training, and ex-
perience they are such a&s to fit them tc exercise
at once so large a degree of self-government; but
it is my Jjudgment and expectation that they will
soon arrive at an attainment of experience and wis-
dom and self-control that will justify conferring
upon them a much larger pgztioipatlon in the choice
of their insular affairs.

On April 12, 1900, the so-called Foreker Act,2® pro-
viding a form of eivil government, was pessed. Under this
act a government cn the American model which aimed at
balancing the power between American and Puerto Rican
officials was set up. When the bill was presented to the
Senate it contelned 2 provision extending to Puerto Ricans
the privilege of American citizenship, but this was left
out by the committee in charge of the bill.26 fThe omis-
sion of the privilege of citizenship in the final draft
of the bill was a distinct blow to the pride of the Fuerto
Rican people. The act as a whole hes been criticized
harshly by its opponents and favorably by those who consider
it worked well. ZEx-Covernor Regis H, Post stated that he
considers it the best form of goveranment which could have
been devised for Iuerto Rico at that time. He continues,
however, that

« » « coming so shortly after the realization of

their hopes for autonomy granted by Spain, and
excluding the Porto Rican from our citizenship,

it bore seeds of disappointment and wounded self-
respect, which were to grow & crop of dissatisfac-

24 Jemes D. Richardson, Messages and Papers of the
Presidents, X, 162.

26 U. S. Stat. at lLarge, XXXI, 77.
Sen. Rep. No. 249, 56 Cong., 1 sess.
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tion and eom;lalﬁt.§7

The pericd insedistely vrecelins npd following the

irsusuration of the woversnent under the Torsker fot wos
one of politicsl uncertainty. The party which had boen
the Jutonomy Party under the Zranish regluoe was divided

on the issue of vhat course toe follow. The parties being

c‘?‘

formed out of the old ‘utconemy Party were the Renublicsan,

became kKooun as the Pro-fmerican Tarty, and the

Federal , which was kiown the Anti-famerican Party. llel-

ther of these parties advocsted indensndence at this tiae,

A

tte fevublicans favoring statebicod snd the Tederalists,

orzanization as a territory,<8

The first legislature smet on Tegember &, 1900, and

reseined in sessioa uwntil January &1, 19%1,29 by which time
ney hed gpproved thirty-six lews providing eivil govern-
zent ond & systen of taxotion.

Governor 4Allen gerved until September 14, 1901, vhen
he was succeeded by Coversnor Vililam H., Hunt, who hsd been
aobing as pecretary.

In his annual regcrt deted July 10, 1908, sfter the

third yeer of clvil goverament unter the Forsker low was

well wnder vayv, Govornor Junt neoianted out thet the nrogress

of the eivil govermmesnt un to that time had been very en-

couraging. e steted further thet he could zse ac reuson

27 rost, op. cit
2E *iff~e op. ¢

¥ Ibid.
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to fe any zericus interruptiocn in the fu ure o0

Bitter politicel aliderences she Fuerto Hlcens

seemed to be bused prizcinully unorn personal antagounlisag

- > Lo gy 5 3 T R R $- 3 e P W aay aadgy a3 S oy en g
arising out of Toruer tines, clbiouzh a Tew were digsate

-

Lecording to Governcr Huat, the Torsker law Iurnlished

an adnirable Pora of zeveramsnt for the islund.

thatever doubt way have che existed a8 to its
practical BﬂDliL&bllitY aust zive wey before the
actual facts recorded under th cruciul test of
operstion. Through its provisions the Uaited Ststes
has brought 1¢berty, bb {-governaent, and progporiiy
to 2 million people.o

vwx

Under thie lew, Congress provided for thyg appeintuent

-

by the President of 2 governor, & secreilsry, an attorney-

-

seneral, a treasurer, en auditor, a coammissicuer of the

interior, and & commissicnzr of education, each to serve
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four vesrs., The r with
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five native fuerto Iicans, likewlse appolanted by the Pres-

I

ideut, counstituted the executive coucell, wi.ich, besldes

o

5 % e s oy | 4wy - % Yo gy v me gy " o oy e
soting 03 an advlsoyry body o the fovernor, forasd the

higher branch of the legislative zsssably, while the house

Oon July 285, 1905, & Conventicn of Junielipsel lLelegutes

was keld at San Juen in which they acted unanluously in

EG EEE,' OC. 110‘ 03 5% Cong., e 588, IL, 11.
Sl Tpid., I, 12.

John Ball Osborne, "“Ihe imericanization of Porte
Bieo,™ jorld's lork, VIII (lay, 1904), 4759-4766.




.
T
gental law

g ;-
FEYTELE

o

2f the logal goveraneut

Hobart 8. Bird iy en ariticle published in the Gutlosck
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seeued to be thst peace and order would not
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house of the insular lesgisisture nroposinsg thelt the igland
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be an indspeadent tervitory under tae probecterate of the
United Steteg, whereby the voleco ol the Unlited Utates in
the govermaent would end with the naming ol {he ZOVErnor.
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Tet an illustration of the attitude of the politicians

and the working of hﬁJiLLG L viags in the aulouomous parts

L e e RV S T . LR o vy £3 e f -
f Lhe Tuerto Hicaa is tisely and may be found

o
in the Tollowlag satrpact fron the miautes ¢i 5 secret
assting by the local YRenublicsu Committee of Clales":

whereas the mouth ol ay is anow approasching,
viieh time will fall due the psymeant of -

he comaittee, said payment being zuarantsed by the
sorelig: snaTies [Fellow partissngl Senores Rarnas
¥ieves, Junoz, &ud deontes, it iz Lereby ordered th
on all ﬂuymeﬂth of salaries for sServicesz rendered
durinz the month o* :anuury by munleipsl emvloyess,
five ner centuz from tihe total aznount paid eack
eunioyee be ucauetba eatll the zum of -200.00 is thus
sccunuleted . . . This order shull be commnicated
te the wmunicipal tf~ asyrer and gmutroliaa. it any
emnloydd refuses to perult such dlgcount, the aunle-_
ipal trecsurer shall 1afora this ¢ 41Lttec thereof 90

»

With the adjourament of the insular lecisleture in
1906 two incidents sppecred on the horizon to iudicate a

"svoreble turn in puvlie seantiment towesrd the Aserican

regnle. The first was sa artiele published ia the Tusrio

adjournment of the legislsture:

vhere liberty hed previously been destroyed, it

9Y Tapene T. Lyle Jr., "Our Ixperience inm Torto Iilco,”
Worla's hork ¥I, (Jmouary, 1906}, 7086.

‘L'.
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Ay

was regtored.

“here 2 systeu ol plunder had beean latraduced,
restitutlon took its place.

In short, peranicious laws - laws tendlag to
pring ruln and nisfortune smong the people - were
substituted by good lews, thus realihlnf amnidst the
spplause of pusiiu Oplliéﬂ zetes of true Jjustice.

@

Toe leglslative work of 19005 snd 1906 is
patriotie labor.

It opens wide the road of nrogress and happiness
to the Porto Zicen people; it leads them to the ful-
fiiiment of their legitimate aspirations, checking
uawholesome magsloans, fratrieidsl hatred, and re~
atoring to the ccuﬂtry the noral peace so dear to 1t.

e

veautiful work.o0
311l more significaat vas & presentament to the Ped-

eral Jourt of a Federal Grand Jury ia Hoveuber, 1800. The

oblect of this preseutaecat was to furaish a formal disg-

avoval of the antl-Anericsu prejudice whkieh had beea, in

- iy

certalin guarters, very mueh dispiayed and exaggerated., 4
sipgle paragraph from thls document reads as follows:

The pbople of Porto Rico sre not disloyal to

the United States, ncy is there any such feellng

£ hoatility towards the Govermament of the United
”ﬁates or towerds lmerican iastitutions ss aight
reedlily be understood from many expressicas used by
prejudiced or pertial newspaper end magazine cor-
resrondents snd writers. Oa the contTary, our ex-
perience, investigsticn, and kncwledge of the exist~
1oz situation in Torte Rico werrants us in the
assertion that there is no wmore loyal, liberty~loving,
gnd lsw-abiding people living benesth the f0ids of the
Arerican fleg than the citizens of Porte Ricc, and
there 15 no doubt but thst itle grestest hope and
ambition of the Forto iean péﬂglb teday is to be
more closely sllisd with sud to be given &4 greater
neasure of participsation in administratiocn of the

ST - P # o X 4 . . r .
w0 1, B, {Anon.), precelions of a Careless Traveler -

tiWhat Our Youpgest Child Wents, '™ Outlook, LIXIIII {August,
1306}, 856,

Lo




soverasmensel oIfairs ia
omu, methiods, and

sontrollic: Lo
» Lmerican co

by the Lecretary of Lar upon the conditions existing in

o
expressed by the various Puerto Rican politicsl factlions

for saenéuents to the Forsker lew, espsginlly the desire

+

" A we e - 2 - n T " C‘: L T uy e v F Y Ve
te be msde ‘merican sitizens.of The Secretary of ar,

I, U an ant maxing ell Fuerto

oy Tl e

Blean citligens fmoricen citizens with or without their

c

consent, hut an act to provide aachinsry by wilch Muerto

h ]

Hoan eitizens whe should make the oroper spplication for

13
i

citizenship to a proper court shall bvecome ‘merican citl-

zens unon taking the ocath of allegiance te the United

asted further that after & certaln daote

te and to hold of fice shoulsd be confined

to fmericsn citizens.

In makine recomzendntions

he islanders for an eleotive sensts, Tecretary IDlckiuson

b
g

stated:

I 8¢ not thing 1t wize to sran
demand in full but reccunend that
consisting of 19 members, all citiz
or of the United Stabes ¢ho Lave r~s
than one vesy in Torto Dlco, o2icd t 0
arrointed by ths Erevlzcnt of tlﬂ

e rcn&ina& elected by the ﬂu&llxl

» Yresident Talt called attention to the desirss
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fated
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e g oda .- -
noints out that

a Puerbo Sess was

B i B 2 e e - P
was ot a country; e was uost aun v eitlzen beeause

erto hico was uct
eould not ve naturalized beciuse there wae no foreizn prince

or he could ferswesnr.%U

reslized

;T T L] 7 ppe.ae A o - “ i A
on Faych B, 1917, wiith the ezactiasent

f,‘.v
o
i
far]

which greatly sxtsuc povers of the Fuerto iilcans,
Sollective cltizenshiy wes graated in oprosition to the

wishes ol the majority party, tie taken

the stsund thet 1t woo ot consistent wiill thelr deumsnd
for 1ngbrgxucuce. The executive council wag supplementsd
by sn slective

werpe, with two

Ty .
.:J Ibiﬂ .y l‘i‘.
*¥ Theodore Doosevelt, "Porto Rico's Grievance,™
Qublogk, (CIX, 645, 844
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subject to eoulfirmation by bthe Pyerto Hieun senate. he

vigint toe veto.

£

governor a8till retalned o

-

Politiesld parties on the islzad had been very zcbive

0 the asitter of campalgalay for sulonoay and more libveral

e

gelf-governaent froam the tine of the insugurstion of ithe
governuent under tne Foraker Agt. Inoremsed activity cume
as a result of the passage ol the Joges BIil in 1917.

s

At tiho elose of

o

he Tiseal wvesr 191i8<1918, Goverior
Arthuar Tager eabodied iu nis annuval reporv a statenexut on
the tweunty years of prozress in Fuerto dlec under American
administration. Le declared that the goverament of the
islanc was both entirely democratiec and, in the msin,
locslly controlled and respousible to the peopnle. He
gtated not only that such was the case with peolitical ig-
stitutions such as the leglslsature and muﬁieipal offices
but also that practically the eatire personuel who did the
work of the gover zent were native soas end daughters of
the island. Out of 5,958 positions in governmeat service
only 208 were held by thoss who werse not natives,

vaernor Yager poiabed out that ouly z few safeguards
wiiieh sesemed necessary to protect the lsland itself from
the inaxgari@nea and laock of preparation of a laruc part
of its own voters hmve besn rebained in the national govern-
aent, sod that those also would be given the people of the
igland as zoon 28 the work of education and traluing could

be mede xzore universsl end eomplete.



Chapter III
Political Parties in Puerto Rico

Seeking Statehood or Independence

It is deemed advisable in this study to devote a
chapter to the discussion of various politiecal parties or
factions that arose in Puertc Rico and their efforts toward
self-government. A better understanding of the efforts of
Puerto Ricans toward autonomous government should be ef-
fected.

The Union Party

The party "Union de Puerto Rico" sprang from the
Federal Party, which was dissoclved 8o as to constitute a
stronger group under the new name.l The organization took
place in Pebruary, 1904,2 more on the order of a league
of patriots rather than as a political party. Its aim was
to ask the Congress of the United States for a system of
government for Puerto Rico of any one of the following
types: (a) autonomy or self-governuent; (b) statehood;
(¢) an independent republic under a United States protec-
torate.

The early leaders of the party strenuously pressed
for independence and included their desire in the party
platform. However, after the death of Luis Munoz Rivera

- Rodriguez, "Nationalisam in Porto Rico," in El Libro
de Puerto Rico, 93.

Antonio R. Barcelo, "The Union Party of Porto Rico,"
in ibid., 195.



28

vho led the caupalign Tor lndependsnee, the party nede
several changes in its platfora im regard to the future

political status of the island. Jntonio R. Bareelo, lawyer,

r‘.

at one tiwe president of the insular Zenate, became presi-
dent of the Unlonist Party.S

From the very vear of 1tz organization the Taioca Party
was suceessful =t ths polls.% The Unionists countinually
fouzht for sutonomy for & descade or more &nd ineluded in
thkeir platform & declaration for independenee. Declaring
for 1nﬁépendemce ¢ld not mean that they contemplated rev-
olution, for as Ex-Governor Fost polats out,

« « the Portoe Hlcan was a Tighter by constitu~
tianul methods, Ee had been uraineﬁ for centuries
a3 a politiclen, he was sstute, courageous, and
quick to see and grasp any opportunity thaet the
law or the politicsl situation might offer. ile knew
exactly what he wanted and how to influence the
public opinion of his people « « o« o

In the Assembly held in ifaysguez in 1912, the fol~
lowing declaration wes issued by the Party:

The Unlonist Party will not support snarciiistic
doctrines nor systems disturbing the common 1life ard
harmony of the different soclal elements, but it dees
declare that the proletarist more than any other class
needs the help and solidarity of the country. Torto
Rican leborers should recelive higher wages, own thelr
ovn homes, have sufficient food and elothing ené de-
cent faotwear, and thelr labor should be 1imitea to
eipg4ut hours a day, with the enjoyment,; in their sad
condition, of ell the morsl and physicml rleasure
that 1ife affords. e alsc demend lews wiich, without
whiaful limiteticns, will establishkh compensation for
lsbor accidents, cooperative sccieties, shop hyglene,
preaiums for perszerverance and intelllgence in manual

3 Fodriguez, op. cit.
- Diffie, Porto Rico, 0.
5 1Bi4.
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fur substantial pricciplec comprise two cate-
gorical declarations: ({a) Definite and siacere
annexsbion o Torto oo to the United States of
America., (b) Eecsgnition of Forto Rico as an or-
ganized territory, n8s g prelluinspy ster to its ade
mission as & state in ﬁhe Federal Uniom.

“e uwe 1 oyalty to the flag of the Uanited
Stetes sud to the lamericsn ideals, looking toward
the §restige of FYorto Qice as o me aber of thc Federal
Unilon, a8 this will reflect the grestaess of the naw-
tion of whiek we desire to be o part.l4é

The Fepublicen rarty was the only party elsching
delegates to¢ the rlrst leglsiative asseably, louse of
Pelegates, under Lthe [loraller Act. The Federsis decllined
to preseant ceudidates in this election due to & »ift thet
arose over the division of the islaué i{nto legisletlive
districts.

A former Jheirman of the Depublican ferty of Tuerte
Rdco, Senor douze Tous Soto, 15 4 writiag on the ldegls
end work of the party calls stiention to the faet that the
party woris esraestly toward lts priscipal ldeel, l.e.,
that Puertc Rico should become in the near fubure & stete
of the fxerican Unleon. He states further

. « » that this depends on the effort of the
Island more than on the coasent of sn&ress and
thet whea the people of Iorto Rico resch in thelr
doclel and rolltical career, the rroper stage, the

;ulddd will be adaltted as a State of the yﬂiﬂu,

sithout Congress plecing cbstacles iz the wey to
sueh a patriotlc purpose.

« « +» the RepubLicaA Zarty has time and again
urzed the extension of the terr;toriul governnond

that we now enjoy, until we finally reach full self-
government; the Party has stated la its platforms

15 Tpla., zos.



many petiticonz intended (o reach: this ond, and every
tige it kas had an opportunity to upwroaeﬁ th“
tional goverr it it Tormwiloted sisilar petltl
is uell koown that all territox¢es are
causs of the diffeven s3] hits =
specilic condition s which exist a he“h tgbw, and that
is why each territory hLes been ;*antg“ a form of
BVQ”QAﬂBt in auwcriauce with 1its coudition. Torte

ico, fJC refore, nizht bocone & sei“~;9veﬂzln’ terri-
tory.

Conventions of the Fepublican Farty wmeetiug in 1310,

1912, and 1914 incorporated iu thelr reapective platforams
requests for & counlete separetion of functicns between
the lspizlative and cxecuiive powers, thet the lasular
senate be totally elective =nd that the budzet of expenses

e origineted in the lower chanber.

In later yeers after the Crsanic law (Jones Aet) of

ftarch, 1917, went into effect, the Republican Terty as-
gembled at Den Jusn and adepted & platfora whiceh hes stood

these meny vears, declaring that

+ » « » the Crpanie Lew puts lnto actual exercise
the greater part of our politiecsl program graating
us eitizenship end territorial organization, now
lacking only the decleration to let the nms*ic&n
Zons tltution extend to Torte Rieco snd that thisz
will coame, because from the very moment that the
Porto Ricens beeomwe eliizens of the Tnited States
it is impossible 1o coneelve this privilege withou
the ﬂraqtiu, of the law that defines ths faunities,
*rivile?as and rights of suoh citizens, and without
the rutectica of the flag, for whoge glorifiecuation
was shed the blood of the Leroes aud martyrg of the
ecountry during the tlae of Washington, Liacolz, and
MeKinley, wyreadins the spizit of liberty, democracy
and harneﬁy thruuuLout gll the world, so that nene
kind may be happier.l?

A reseffirastion was made to the effect that the isgland

18 1p14., 204.
17 Ibldb, wUu.
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The MNetionsllst Farty was Tormed im 19&Z by men frea

‘thﬁlﬁﬁicﬂis Party whe advocatsd couplete landerendence and
did not sgree with the Unlcnist plaunk requesiiug a {ree-
stete form of governuent, associated with the TUnited

- Stetesl®  Assoclations koown sz Netionalist issoclations
=G owith t“ﬂ duventud Jatiomalista, coapcesed of students

foin

&

g"\

O
n larger eenter to fora this new party. Apparently the
reascn for the orzanizatiocn of auother party advocating
complete independence in addltion to the Unionist Varty
vag the desire to coabet sbsentee owusrskiy of property on
the island that they might secure econcaie independence as
well es politieal ipdependence,
Inoreased setivity on the part of tlhe Hationalists

game in 1930, 7This was partly dus to the recruiting of

new menbers froa the UYznionlst Party zad the electisn of a
naw leader in the person of Albizu Canpos. There was a
chanze in the old poliey of the party wilch allowed eveats
to shanoe thelr course., Ga: ros! slogan, "De whet you want
to be,” was injected into the pazty conventlion with the
result that pardty followers believed indenendence was

attainable if desired lutensely enough. Early stens taken

18 pirrie, op, git., 181,
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party lneluded refusal gfTeQpirgghve

offices, the lssulua; of rropagands to ths wouen of Puerto

o

pired

w
et
u

by the newly in
Gico, and & general attack on the United States “regine.wl®
In April, 1831, the Naticnallst Tarty inaugureted s
program to "reconstruct thie Hepublic of Forte Zicp® pro-
claimed at the tiwe of the unsuccessfyl Lares revoluticn
in 1868. Tarty leeders issued the first two hundred thou-
sand dollars of & planned issusnce ¢f Tive million dollars
in zold bonds, called the "inderendence loan.” These bonds
were lssued in five-dollar denoaminations and stated on
their face that they were to becomue rayable from the re-
publie's treasury five years after the republic's recogni-
tion with 4 per cent interest fromx the date of recognition.
Thi bonds were signed by officisls of the party and bore
the party seawl. They were dated Hovember 1¢, 1930, Yin

the 63rd year of the proclazastion of the Hepublle.™ Feither

the State Department nor the ¥Yar Departaent took any grest

interest in the ananouncemeat that the bonds wers bvelng
3 i
distributed <0

Chargzes azalast Cazpos, of lasighting to riot us s

esult of epgressive activities of party follovers, were
dismissed in municipal court on June &9, 1982, Casmpos acted
a8 his own laswyer and sought dississal oun the ground that

no court sstablished by the United States had jurisdlietion.

5y

e was overruled but presented an cxtensive defense snd

19 mew York Times, iay 25, 1930. S
C ThId., Zpril 10, 1951; ibid., June 29, 192z, 1



> 6 oA a s L. - L L]
was cheered by & large crowd when he left the courtroou.®l

("'l

The Hatioaalist Jerty has slways been o minority rarty
and very radlieal. Its sotivities have been ipspired sud
directed by Albizu Cuanos since 1U30. The party believed
in tim so strongly that e ves at tizes elected to parby
leadershin whkile in jail or under ball vhen his aetivities

and the activities of his Tollowers would run afoul of the

----- Sone kunoviledge of the rnersonallidy of vedro Albizu
Campog adds interest to activitiecs of the Hatlonslist Farity.

Caxnpos is now past Lis nid-forties, Back in 1913, as
Fedro Cemnos, he received & Tuerto Hican govermment seholeare
siiv of five hundéred dollars & year to go toc collese in the
Tnited States. He ranked high in his college preparvatory
work and wag anons thke brightest to finish at the Fonce
Hich Sehool. 7Tedro Cazaupos {(he then used only his mother's

namne} had overcome mmny handicaps. Tis mother, of mixed

blood, had beer a gervant in his father's home. [iis fat

;.,-

Ler,
vhite, was fron sn old Spanish loyalist fenily which had
ajigrated to Puertc REico from Venezuelsa,

Canros first went to the University of Versont, later
transferring to darvard. 4 devout Catholie, he was active
in establishing & college charnter of the Enighte of Colum~-
bus and beecamne 1ts hezd. [ie frequently lectured 1in near-

by Hew England towans. Lecturlag and butering were a sourge

o incaome for kio.

o P . A [
“l 1pid., dJune 24, 193B.
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In the mssatise Uon Llejandro Alblzu, proud of the
record his son was nsking, had given bla kis nase legslly,
zud 1t wee as Pedre Albizu Jaspos that he came bacx to

Pasrto Rico, after tie asntrance of the United States iato

the Veorid Yar, to seexr au aray coaaissicin. PBeing denied

%

a N4 k" cEay e ig
A coxuission, e was 4

won o commisgslon and vas agsigned Lo & negro reglaent.
Helessed from the armay slacst o year after the appistics,
t

ke returaed to idarvard to cw 6 bhils law course. Vkile

at Zervard he narried a Teruvian gizrl and returued to

5. A
Ty 3

Fuerto Bleo to esteblish himsell in the proctice of law.

In 1928 he ﬁﬂs 4 caudidate for the noalustion for
senator from ths ilbersl rTarty, but the nerty lesdésrs turned
Vim o down., In 1930, Coanpos succeaded in belang elecstsd to
the wresideney of the Moticanslist Jarty sod hes neld it
gyer sinec. Hip leadersbin and Jouinesrying tactles have
caused many of the oldé stend-bys to drop cut. Host of his

a0y

follovers sre young veople of white bloed. <<

The party's most receul couvention, uneld in Yeoruary,

£ LS yuebe: 2 b3 * Sy ey o S NP LT S L I P
103%, &t whienh time . 4. Canpes was sgeln clseted president

Yedera! penitentisiy at Atlante, Georgia, tock the follovw-
ing action: (&) a conalttes wes aspelnted to study thc
calling a coustitutionsl convention to declare
endent; {b) the ecavention declared all wawp

inbuaen ihel does not involve liberty sud indenendence fo




o
i

the neonle: (2] i resslved not to coomcrate with the

exizting "reginme”; and, {4} 1t nrotested against the es-

teblishment of nilitery boses in Tuerhto “ico by the United

Stetes ag sure 5o provide tarsets 1o the event of war.29
one should not confuse izland nstionalles with the

Mationalist Party. Hotlcensllan on the iglend hoepes to

attaln iglend inderendence. The Mationslist Party, however,

e complete
igland soverelonty to Xovenber, 1897, with the grantivg of
bhe Snaniah Autononis deeree and datlins the foundin of
the "heosudblliea de Ugerts Riceo™ to the Lares Hevolution of

1868,

Tebruary 23, 1833,
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Zfforts toward « aocre liberal self-govermaent fop

fuerto Ricans were given added ilmpstus early in 1924 when

Covernor Towner eand leading msenr ¢f the island appesred in
vasuington to srgue in favor of the privilssge of electing
their cwi governor. It waeg pointed out that they wanted to
gontinue as part of the territory of the United Jtates and

=~

that their desire for sxtenslion ol sell-zovermaent was nct
J Tor the nurpose of beecouing an indepeadent republic. Gov-
arnor Towuer said, "Persounally I think that the islaad will
in tiae becose & State in the Unlon.wd

In 1926 a Pusrio Hlesn delegetion, headed by 5. H.
Barcelo, president of tpoe lasular Senate, and Jose Tous
Soto, spesker of the fouse of Hepresentstives, went to
dashinston to esk of Yresldent Coolidge and Congress the
righﬁ te elcot thielr own governer. Higzuel fus

vice-president of the touse, expressed his views In this

There were sixzty thousend Forto Mleans in llew
York 21ty who eould not see the Justice of voting
for Al Samith or Jimmie Valker wiile inhablitants of
thie 1glsnd took thelr Ggverszor ut ths dictuta of
Hashiington zuthorities.?

This wag the same delegntion of Tuerto IHicuns that visited

LEW

Hew York Times, Jarch 20, 1924,
Ibld., Arril 20, 1926

[ o



Washington in 1924, and each time the recucst for a movre

yooent wes put on the table

2, Tho delsgotion ves slso

received by Zecretary of ¥War Tovis, to wion they agals made

their desires known ané ssked for the nrivilege to be
granted six veurs In tre {uture, in 193E. Covernor Towner's
ters was to expire in 1922, but they ¢id mot feel the tiae
wvould be ripe for suek sn election then.

{n Qctober 10, 1826, & memorisl signed by Puerto Hicen
lezislateors wes prepared in Zen Juan and pressnted to
Covernor Towner to be presented to President Coolidge,
urging him to have Conzress give the island an elective
governor im 1932.9 The memorial tcld of previocus memorials
taken to Congress in 1924, and of & bill prepared by tle
resident commissioner, Carfova Tamvile, approved by the
Secretery of Uar, House and Senste committees, passed by
the Sennte, but failing to pass by the Houss dbecause of s
last hour rule requiring unaninous counsent to consider any
blll.

Lhen *he new insular legialsture convensd on Pebruary

a iolad resclution wag passcd 1n thoe opening
sessicn askinz Tor coupglete direction of the intsrnsl af-

sland. Parcelo and Soto gent the following

The Jenste and Fouse of Hepregentatives of ?orta
Rieo have resgolved, upon inauguratiag tnexr session,

3 ypid., October 16, 19%6.



to pay their respects to the Tresident of the United
States and to ask hinm to recoanend Congress Lo approve
2 law placina csﬂplete dirsction of tteir internal
affeirs in ta: thwzezs cf Torto Tico
treating this g Justiece and recognizl
T 5“iﬁeipl&s ro*crz;edt 35 are the will o
t

"

soverned in sccordance with the high
of the principles of liberty.4

Several months lster o siailar aessege vas sent to the

Prastdent sand at the saze tize they cabled the Pan-izerican

>

Coaferance in Hovane ¢ repablics

ai
there represented cudorse the message seut to Coclidge. The
message to the conference reads In part:

o . s tars is the Juanlsk-fmerican gountry
whnass volcs 18 nob xrd o davana durisg the Dan
Jmervican )oaiereace, boeaise it is aot reﬁresente&
there. o 2ok to be allowed to be @@autituteﬁ a
free state.D

The Fuerto Rican Drotberkood of fmerlcz, s organlzation
of Iuerto Rlcuns ia Yew Tork City, seat telegrass of
ndorssaent to Presideunt Zoolidge and the chaelrmen of the

fror [ an -~ o o oy 3 pn o Y T R -
Pan-~American Zongress sl davana coucerzing the asssages of

g estimated that thers were one

fode

Barcelo znd Soto. It

Pyevte Tosans in Tew Vork ot the

hundrod fifty
tine.® Iu an editorial on Jsauary £1, 1988, the HNew York
Tixes nointed out thst Barcelo and 3oteo could hardly sxnect
Ooelidze to recowmend to Congress thal Puerto flco be mede
& free state or that the Fan-fmerican Confercence in Hevans

would zo on record &8 approeving the messzege they sent te

4 Ibid., Pebraary 16, 1527.
S ., danuary &0, 1%28;
sess. LKEK, 6583,
Tew York Times, January £2, 1988.

Cong. aee.., 70 Ceng., 1

e




the President. 7Their action amay be regarded g s political
gesture, designed to asttract attention to the demands of
the islanders. |

Governor Towner was cousidered by Barcelo s Yan adai-
rable Covernor and the kind of chilef executive we would
choose ourselves."? Fowvever, the Times polnts out further
that there ars go xany illiterates amocng the voters that
g governor elected in 1958 would be the choice of the most
vowerful politicians. |

Charies Lindbergh landed in San Juaa,‘ﬁuerta Rleo,
February 3, 1926, on his Caribbean tour and e specizl ses-
sion of the leglisisaiure wag ¢slled to honor 5in.8 1The
legislators seized upon the opportunity to meke known their
plea for freedom in bandling their own affalrs and, without
opposition, pussed a concurrent resclution to be handed to
Iimﬁberghqg ifter & medzl was plnned on the fller's coat
by Senate President Barcelo, the spsaker of the Houss, Soto,
read the resclution &5 & welcowlng tribute to Lindbergh,
goneluding with & “"messesge froam the pecple of Portc Rieo
to the people of the United States" which they entrusted to
him. %The closing rvaragraphs of the nessage are as follows:

The good wishes of Porto Rico will go with you

to tue land of the brave wnd the Iree, and 1o your

country end to your people. You will convey a mes=-

sage of Porto Rico not far differeat from the cry

of Patrieck Heary -~ *Liberty or Deathi' It ls thke
same in substsnce with but a difference laposed by

Hditorisl in iblé,., January 21, 1928,
Yew York Times, Tebruury 4, 1938,
L. 0. Deane, Porbe Dce's Cese, 7.

oD ~3
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the change of tizes and conditicus.

Le qes Rleo te yuuv people is:
grant us the voud enjoy, for wiich you
strugzeled, %nlch ou wershly, which ve deserve snd
7ot have promlsed us., Je ask the right to ¢ nloce
iz the sun of this lani 0f yoars, brishtened by the

Tiis sozevheat ausbiguocus retition to the ‘merican ypeeple

ssking freedon wes subsequently expleined to smean full con-

N

£

trol of internal affeirs snd not complete severance fron
the United Itates,
Within e few days the lover bouse of the Tuerto ico

Jezislature folloved un by sendi; wasares to President

e »

foolidge, itlhe speasker of the United States House of Zorre-

sentatives and the president of tkhe Senate, demsndlag that

lu-zg

o
t

Lincolnts famous vords, "Govermaent the @o nle, by the
3

=3

people and Tor the pesople,” be applie d to the goverimel

pi

t
of the island. These zesssges vwere In the form of & demand
upoa Congress aad a recoaunenistion to the President,ll

Pith the sttenticsa of the Puerte flcan people focused

on the new demands for grester sutonomy, Soto issued o

<y

public letter visionlog PTuerto ileco as one of the United

2

Stetes. He suggested a constitutiopsl saendment peraltting
oversea states t¢ a representation in Congress, votiaz only
o laws affecting thelr nurticulazr stutes and, further,

urgoed coatimental rnelitieul parties to lncorporste vlsnks

10 Ibid.; Mew York Times, February 6, 19285 Cong. [ec.,
7{} nerli-, 3. Se D.’ -‘»‘A"I'f&’ bgégo
~ lew York Times, Februsry 14, 1988; 4. I, Barcelo,
““orto #ico's Lemana for Status of Free Mt&tg," current
Histery, SIVIIT {(xay, 1928), 264,

—---—u.-u——‘-
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in thelr platforms favoring

ruerto Zleo.l2

Fealizins thut neny unfavor

been nlaced on

4 P

"-—-f

appeal made by Dr.

ﬁ

Lt

o

Instltute at San Geraan, fuerto

sacure

comnliete seli-poveroaent

the so~culled "Iindbergh Jessage? and

Fico, tu the

for

able interpretaltinas hud
becauge

4

arrig, of the Tolytechni

L

governor Lo

a detailed exnlapstion due o the reslgnatlion ten-~

dered by & trustee of the lastitute wheo was displeused by

the seeming

5 e
Gx e

lanstion o

issued an offieisnl

B
I

dressed to Toetor Harris on

Tobrusr

¥ the messege ia & letler

pointed out that the messasze vwas not nmeant 25 it was iloter-
preted but that 1t mesant, in substance, cournlete sgelf-rule

A

s

Gl

without separation fr

resident Coolidpe rejected
2 letter to Goveranor Towner dats
published on Marceh 16. It was i

R

e e =
Favane Conference .o

President Coolidge refsrred to the
to the United States, the entire
the part of the Puerto flcaas fo

brought by Charles Lindbergh

Thiz letter

the United States,.lé

the pleas of fuerteo Zlco in
¢ Tebrusry z2, 1986, and

n direclt rewly to the mes-
and the telegrasm to the
over the signature of

relation of Tuertc Zeo

abssnce ¢f oy execuse on
r sxnecting coarlets Ireedon,

.
if New York Times, iarer 15, 1928.
¥ Ibid., ¥Mareh 19, 1928; Lana, op. cit., 55.
14 This BXL hnﬂtar% letter LGﬁ‘LJ&?td s¢ aduirably the
Paerto Heen views that it is given in full e serendix I.
S - e - .
Yew York Times, March 16, 1988; Dong. Zec., 70

N
.‘L.;.QA,

GOy l S5888., L 4B872«4074

Iang, ¢p. cit., ©.



and the failure of ir political leuders to appresclat

o

either (a) the extrsordirary amount of freedoa already cone-

0w

ferred by the Jones BEiLll, 1917, or (b} the slgusl venefits
winieh rican oceuvation had brought to the 1slsnd,l9
Puerto Hloun reaction to Fresident Coolidge's letter
wag ihat of rescatasnt. Parts of the letter wers “cf«vuad
as a critieisa, both of clected politiezl leaders and of
&l sypolntees in the lsland. Senstor Barcelo
clained that

this letter would strengthen the !

[

ik the Yovember election.

Althoush a formmal re letter was de-

layed, sharp criticisa of fmerdecau wolicles towsrd Tuerto

» *

lico was mede in stotements to the press by Luls funoz-
Harin, Naticualist lecder.l? Ze denied thal the wass of
Fuerto Hlcan people were any betiter off than they were

thirty years before vhen the lmerican foverament took ciarge.

1

Ia Denoceracla, Tusrto Zicazn newspaper hesded by Seastor

n

Barcelo, referred to the Toolidse letter as "an outery of
nain.” Topmer officiuls of the insular government, and the
gon of Er. Coll y Toste, historien quoted by President Cool-
idge, were cuolsd Ireely ip tielr criticism of the letter.
Ls Temoecracia, which was tie mejority perty pager, in an
editorial on the Coollidge letter asselled trhe Tresident as

2 "thupnderinzg Jupiter,”™ but advised cautio

o
s
=
je
[#7)
e
U}v
=]
H
T
(3
fds
b
Lo

16 Apperently this letter izncred the letter of eirnla-
nation by Bareceloc and Zoto. In order that the reader maoy
draw his own conclusions nertinent excerptc &rsm the letter
are given in Anpeadix IT.

new York Timpes, Mareh 17, 1888,
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in discussing tue subject, su as cot to prejudice an offi-
cial stateasat lo be mwede by Dercelu cad Loto, Jolutiy. EL
Tiemp, snother Puerto Rican paver, plseed the responsibility

for political and eccuoule coafusiocn la tlhe island at the

3 W B e - omben g B ey B b e il oo F 6D g e [
faet of the goveruors ssuat by Washluztend€ Alfouso Lastra

Charriez, meuber of the house ol Zepreseatsztives ig Puerto
Rigo, book the Tresidentl o task couceraing kis levter in
andswer o boelr plea for {ree statelgod., He referred several
times to "the regiuze o which we are subjected b&athﬁ Tuited
Stetes.?i¥ Fe stated further thet o careful analysis of

the letter might serve as an argument in Taver of the ocrit-

}en

fceism which the Puerto Hicans make sguinst the United States
Pregine,’

Farwood Hull, editor of the FPuertu Rico Trogress, the
only newspapsr on the islend printed in Znglish, polated
out that the Doclicge letlter Lurt the pride of the fuerto
“iceng. Mr. Bull sheds considerable lisht ou the reaction
te the letter in the following words:

. « » Its blunt fraukness was not apprecliated. The
particular phrase, "based largely on & couplete mis-
understanding of couaerete Taetis," proved to be the
most severe blow to Zorto Aican pride. Yo Forto
2ieans “eouerete fsebs™ are far less laportaat than
perdonaiities wud assertloas, Part of the surprise
of toe Islanders was due Lo & sharp ”ifferenc& be~
tween the tone of the letter aand the monner of speech
tiey bLad beea sccoustoued te hearisg Tron Covernor
”owge;.v The Joveraoer on all ocess ;fone So chose nis
worés as to win flabtering approval {rom the leaders.
Governor Towner was cutlspoken ia Tavor of an slective
Governor for the Islaad.

49 Zuid., laveh 18, 1950
19 ?Zbia Sfaroh 24, 1ul z.:
&y T

Bid LHpril 1, 1926

{4




In & letter called "In Defense of Forto Rico," ade
dressed by Bareelc wnd Soto o the resident comalssiocuner

for Fuerts Hico 1o Washington, Pelix fardove Daviis, &

foraal rerly to the Precidentt's letter waos wade, The letter
gontained o brief fora of oll grisvencez of Puerto Hico

nat tue United Svates for thisly years, and suggested

a schems ol goveruament which it cosnteaded woull satisfly

all FTuesto giean Interests. The proposed fora of sovernaesnt
would lmelude, first, au elective goveruor; secoad, greater
ecoatrol of traifiec reguistlions; third, a curtailmeat of the
jurisﬁictidn oi the Federsl courts. The greater part of

thie letter brouvght out cdenlsls in gsueral $o the Presideat's
letter, and torough it rau the one thread that Puerto Hlco
was not better off than it was under Spanish rule and that

it has not &s much to thany dmerica for as Yresident Juocl-

ldge msserted. sccording to the letter, Tusrtoc Ricans Lad
nors self-government under Spaln and a nore satisfactory

-~

fora of gav&rnmﬁﬂt.gl

Davila, in & speech in the House in answer o Presi-

denrt Coolidge's letter to Puerto Rico, declarsd that hils

people wore Lumiiiated as & result of the letter. He re-
uewved I pl@a for bone vale in tiae island and urged ihe

enactaoent of his bill teo provide for an elective governor.

de expresaed vresentaest to the inference of the letter that

@ YTavors fron the Snericean

<

"we have dons nothing wub rece]

[N

"iv, Apeil 1o, 1924, Bercelo, YIn Defeusc of Forto
Rico™; aon . fiee., 70 Coags., 1 3688., uﬁlx, B83357-6345,



48

paogla and are highly ungreteful when we gipress our con-
plainte. n2%

Witk the paticonal party pouinstion conventions of 1828
in the offing Puerte Blcans begen v drive 1o sccure state-
hood planks in both porty pletforms. The Temoerats lncluded
a statehood nlank in 1920 at San Freneisco, but in 1924 at
Hadiscon Sqguare Gerden, it was belleved more advisadle not
to press it.83 Fowever, the Republicsn nlatfors drawn up
at Hunsas City nmade no mention of the Philinnine or Tuerto
Riecan guestion. Tuerto Ricans hed asked the party to favor

eglslation peraitting the selection of thelr ows governor
by popular vote as well as statehood for the island.?4

The Democrats in thelr coavention st Houston incor-
porated the following in thelr platform:

%o favor granting to Porte Reco such territoriad
form of zoveramaent as vwould meet the pregent econonic
conditionz of the Islund sud provide for the uupi:a-
tions of herﬂpeaple witix the view to ultimate state-
kood acecorded to alliferritvrias of the United Itates
since the besinning of our government, and we belleve
any officials, asppointed to adulsister the government
of suech territorles, should be guallficd by previous
bona flde residence therein.&d

During the interim dbetween natiocnel party conventions
of 1828 and 1932 the fationslist Party of Fuerto Rico,
having been formed 1ln 1922, becmme very sctive 1an an open

campalign for independence., 4#lblzu Csnpos became the new

52 ey E@rk»?lmea, April 13, 19“ Conz. Lec., 70 Cong.,
1 sess., LIIX, 6325-6535; Barcelo, ® orta Ri 0' ?emaqd "

Current History, SiVIIT (usy, 1928), 273.

fz zlew York Times, March 27, 1928.
“©

* Ibid., June 14, 19:8.
25 7pid., June. 29, 19%8.
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. . e
ingt indepeadence

wes raised. The Libkeral Tarty, advoeating indsrnendence ule-
timstely, polled 170,000 of the 588,000 votes sast. [lore
than 5,000 votes wore sest Tor the Hationalist rarty, whcser
The

aim al that time wag iandensndence fuicx

{C&

Soolalist Party sleo figured strongly in the election and
was rated ag pro-igmerican. Its plabtforsm did not eomait to
statehcod &9

Zoon after Franklin ', Roosev

18338, ithe Puerto Alcon

The nessaze conmpatulsated Mr. R

zsident of our nation,™ bhut the

e i o g , - . & . 2 "
genators oan the island

L8 enoeran as well as
made the objection that Ythe imited Jtetes is 2 g

but not our astion,nd0 af ™uerto

fioe's larsest €eily napers, both rmurtisan and indenendent,

I8

Tuerts Plesn

& aunmber of

Yartia

f;‘

ipie, Decanber &, 1942,

Rpasri it

- Thid,

<U TEI8., Mareh 10U, 1S4,
R A

w g e
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Travieso, acting coverior the Uilson administretion.dl

The viee-president of the lunsular Senate and Soclalist

Jeader, Baliv refarred

for the

£
e r P T TS ;M PP Ca e R . L1 = - i STy AR g “ o "'T- R
appointusnt of a uotive Iumerto Plesn 83 governor &8 “uooh-

1ight sgeptizmentalisa,” "Ihe iaportant fil

he declared,
*is not the eppolntment of & native by the Fresideat buv

the election of u sovernor by the people , wdéd

. Y, L

e B P FL VL Yo
cuniragn of the init

Senator Ty
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States Oenste Iusular Uossesslons Jommittee, vhile on his

W & in URPRE Y 2 o SRR U V. T TP T e ey v o £ 9
him In the future. He uaelither sdvoeated wor opposed the

Then we rsad in the newspapers that this politi-
eal rarty or that wants Torte Hleo to be independent
from tn ‘guited Stotes we a1 inclined to hellieve what
W PR T iz your dasive we want Lo kaov 1t.

£ A 1% ;.ﬂ..ﬂu'z‘s that s:"}z

the ainority ab thet tiae but
were on resord as faveriys indepsndenes. Darceio, theaip
leader, had nrivately sssured Vasilagton officisls repsat-
edly that he did ael favor an unfriendly sepmration. He
declined to discuss Lis attitude on the stetehood plank
with Senstor Yydings.

In its pext secsion ths uerto Hican lsglislature pasased
a resclution for statehood on Hareh 26, 19234, It was di-

vided into two parts, (a} rpolunting cut disappointment in

ol
S&

3

Zareh 25, 1933,
roh B8, 193%.
dece»bnr 6, 1533.

49
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the regime under which it had been working, and (b) demeanding
an elective governor while waiting for statehood to be
granted by Congress. It was proposed that a constitution
be drafted locally and submitted to Congress after a pleb-
iscite had approved it.%4

In a protest against the resolution, Professor Clemente
Pereda of the University of Puerto Rico started a one-week
hunger strike. He seated himself in the principal plaza
of San Juan and said his protest was against political hy-
poerisy, with the hope that his suffering would "purify the
péop].a."35 He displayed the one-star flag of Puerto Rican
independence. Being identified strongly with the Nation-
alist Party for complete independence of the island he had
taken an active intereat in a student movement opposing
the appointment of the Socialist (pro-Americen) Rafael A.
Torres to the board of trustees of the university. How-
ever, he had ceased his party activity at the request of
the school administration.36

Among the visitors to Professor Pereda were Barcelo
end Campos. Barcelo assured the professor that the Puerto
Rican people who loved their country above all else sympa-
thized with him, He pointed out further that he feared such

54 1pig.

35 Tpid., Merch 25, 1934; ibid., March 26, 1934, He
graduated from Peabody College and took his M.A. at Columbia,

36 professor Pereda, sitting in a rocking chair in the
heart of the San Juan shopping district, attracted a larger
crowd than an orchestra drew three squares away. According
to the New York Times correspondent, the crowd seemed sym-
pathetic and three young Nationalists voluntarily kept wateh
as he slept,



& ssorifiece was useless and ill«&diiseﬁ, but siace it was
aede in & noble cause he hoped 1t would hold out to the snd,.

Upon suding his week's fast fareh &1, Prﬂfesacr Pereda
eatimated thot Pive thousand slgnstures hsd been received
oprosing toe resclution. The cadets de la republica at-
tended kin and recelved contributions for the movement., 48
a spectacle of fanatic fervor, many declared his hunger
strike had not been approached 1n the islend in nany years.
Some sald thet he drew lerser crowda than Hrs. TFranklin
noosevelt on her visit to the island.37

A crowd of two thousand remained with him duriag the
last night of his fast sund asccompunied him to the hospitsl
at & g&.m. Later, the student body of the University of
Puerto Rlco honored him in & resolution declaring hin their
spiritusl father.

Terada’s pstriotlc exhidbition proved to be in vain,
On April 18, 1934, by s strict party vote, the Puerto lican
Sengte adopted 2 rssclution petitioning the United Ztates
Conzress for statchood. The debate on the question lasted
from midaight to dawn with the coglition polling 11 veotes
to 3 for the Liberals, dJust & few days later, Trencieco
Rodrizuez, law student at the university, was zuspended
pending a "satislfactory explenation® after asssulting and
belnz beaten by the professor. Xeantime Pereds was read
out of the MNationalist Party, which disspproved hunger

strikes 1a the campaign to free the island from "“bhe Yankee

a7 New York Times, April 1, 1934.
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invader,*38

Senete President T, 17, Madal, kead of the comlitionists,
asserted that atatekood would insure pesce and nlenty, vhile
inderendence would mest starvation, bloodshed, znd dictator-
shir. Senator Barecelo asserted thst independence offsred
the only economie solution to the island's problems, through
free access to world markets.o9

The gtateshood versuc indepondence fight among the island-
ers subsided until Janusry of the next year vwhen the Iiber-
als ralsed the ouestion sgaln in & nleg for ecoanomie in-
dependence through 2 Felderal reconstruction progran ag a
sten leading to moliticnl iaﬁegemaenee. Harwood Hull, in
writing for the Few York Times, expressed the opinion thet
buginess men of Pusrte Rico feasred the talk of Indepsndence
or stotehood was doing the islanéd no zood in view of the
existing esononic uncerteinties. IZven Zenstor Bareelo
changed his plea to that of political independence only
after the island had been rehadbilitated, Mr. Full stated
further that few Llberals had considered the rossibliity of
havinz to decide betweon inderncndence and the surreander of
smerican citizenshin.49 In the November election of 1934
an oprortunity was offered those desiring unedulteratsd in-
dependence to vote for the Mationallist ticket. 7The Wation-
alists reoeived only sbout five thousand votes to one hundred

seventy thousand for the Liberals. The Union-Republicans

38 Ivid., April 28, 1934.
29 Thia,

40 Tp1a., January 6, 1935.



elalmed thot the slection was o plebiselte in whick voters
expressed a desire Por statehood rather then inderendence,dl
In May, 1934, President Roosevelt trensferred juris-
diction over the island from the Jar Denartment to the Ine
terior Derartment. This came 8s e surprise to Taerto Nicans
but had been fresuently renuvested by them on the ground thet

to be under the Yar Department cast dlgeredit uvon the island.

fmerican lLegloz convention in San Juen, 2. R., oa
Jeptember 4, 1934, adopted 2 resolution asking Songress to
grant statehood to the island. JAddressing the conventiocn,
dudge RH. ﬁréona Slsea sald thet Puerto Iico was thoroughly
conpetent to exereise stute sovereiznty, aad the Unlted
States must fulflil the rledze mede when the island wes
token from Spain.dd

Iz a straw vote conducted by the Correspondencia, “uerto
Rleo's oldest dally, for s popular expression as to the
island's future politiesl status, independence won by sluost
3 to 1. The vote zs reported In the Jew York Times wes as
follows: independence, 11,608; statehood, 4,329; autonony,
708, Vhile the totsl vote was only & sasll Eéra&ntag@ of
tLe three hundred seventy thousand votes cast in the lasgt

re
zlection, 1t indicated a higher percentage faveoring

wravious

Bareelo, president of the Libersl Party, started the

Tor the 1936 cauraign,.
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e ursed all Pusrto !

. i
S L A (PR T o
cernisy bis sonverss

counlete freedosn and dis

lead our own 1life, 743
Upon hearing about the rusor started iz Puerto Tico by

f effort was bsing nade to secure

to Plorids, Vartlinez “adsl,
nrasident of the insular Jenate, sald thet he held the island
to be pronerly entitled to Florida siunee 1t hsd been dise-

b

coversd by Foree do Leon, first goveraor of Puerto Hieo.

CJ-

TBegident Domnis

stressed the

importance of

Yagonosic needs® rather than "political eventualities.”
Fleally, Santiazo Telesias iantroduced = Bill in Concress

whish nlened the lesisliative resclubion of nore th

i oyesr
nrevious before the House of Fenresentstives and wau the
firat formsl recusat to Congress for a final definition of

trhe isieadts noliticnl status.

Seeretary of tbe Interior Tekes coutlined the vpoints to
be congldered before the i1uslasd sad the United Jtates de-

cided on the statehood stew, (1} Hotehood

d

- o « F -
G TR A Tty ey L RE
20 Tuid, L daugary 8L, 1935,



wou establlish a new precedent by ineluding in the Unloe

2% o zZovereisn state & territory pot scetuslly coubliguous
with other states or territories. (&) Jespite the precedent
of Wew Yexico and Arizonz, the sduisslon of Pucrbte Pico to
statelood would de ingludiaz for the first time ss a sover-

eign state a populztion of wholly different cultures, tradi-

tion, andé language not likely to be altered by infiltration.d$4

{3) Bince there is oprosition to the wmove in the island, care

should be taken nol to edzlt it 28 & state agmlast the

wighes of the swjority. Sueh would be without precedent

A

and undesireble. (4) The rights o the peeple slresdy in
the Union e well as those in the terrlitory are involved.

{5

would be permenent.4d

(‘;‘S

] Statehood, once galinsd, sccording to Anerican precedent

tNone of the nolats, bovever, csused the advozates of
stetehoond to hesltate. Not expecting izvedlate Sugcess,
they advanced ideas sbout liderallszing the island govern-

ment thern, as sugzestsd in the resclution, argulng thst it

would serve as s prenaration for staetshood cs the ten year
nreried for the Philippines.

Sengtor Tydings, in xeerling with his pledge to the
Puerte Gicans to consider seriously thelr desires for inde~
pendence, lntrofuced & blll in the Unlted States Jenste on

Zpril 23, 1938, to wurovide coamplete independence, The

Lo

insroduction of the blll came a8 o

4% 1ot reised as an objection but for discussion.
%5 jow York Times, June 2, 1935.

surprlse to those follow-

B85S



P

fng Tuerbe lcan effeire. According to the bill the is-
landers wers oo huve the opportualiy by specisl electica to
volee thelr opinilon on the uwebtey of luadependence. lIuerto
Hiean leaders were Lo quau&&ry iz bo bhow it would afieci
annds fop statehood. However, in endersing the

vill, Secrstary Ickss sald that 1L they should decide agaiast
coaplete indopendence the guestion ol statehood could be

]

discusased later. He dended that the oecasure wes incousisient

%3

with the statebcood pledge of the Lemccretic platforu of

Tie Tydiegs Bill seemed to coupilcsite the triel that

sending on the chearge sgelinst Cuupos wnd ctber Twlional-

eaders, implicatiung thew in an alle colsplreey Lo

overvhrow the United States countrol of tkhe island. Cauros

g B

uged Jor the besis of his defense the couteubtlen that ithe

United Steles had no legel or morel right (o the island,

bl

0]

that every ect of the Unlited states 1o and ou beball of
whe islend Ter forty yeore hed been 1llegel, pud thet ihe
YEPLE Wes only a serwp of paper sSc far as fuerto
Slcans were concerned, slnee the "soverelgu island™ was
not cousulted regardirg the tresty. Campes deltes “islan
spverelsonty™ back to the Isres Revelution in 1868 and there-
fore claims lhere was no crime invelved in the case of Ha~-
tieonaellst wotivities.

Students of the University of Puerto deo ggain be-

&0 Zhid., Aprll 29, 1936.

o



t
ilie. They voted aliaost unealncusiy to ezll on leaders of
all parties at once to convene g esaostitutisncl convention .7
ir the Socilslist and Libersi parties were

Fe

guick to conplals that thée teras of the Tydings bill would
sllow Fuerto illec to achieve peliticul independence only

»

ot the price of ecoacmlce rein, The Natlonaslists professed

i’ﬁ

to weleoume the introduction of the Tydlags bill and turned

. e

the matter of econoaie distress into an srguanent for in-

dependence. In & masgs aeeting held on llay 10, 1936, at

Joguas, an estimeted ten thousend Tuerto Ficans heard ¥, 4.
Campos urge  the calllns of 2 coustitutionsl conventicn for
the purpose of draftins z constitution.%8

The sentenciny of Samvos and seven of his followers
on July 21 to terms of from two te six veers following con-
vietion on the charge of consnirisg to overthrow the United
States Government did not rut sn end to enthusiastic ef-
forts on the part ol the natives for sutonomy sud = more
libersl self-govermment.?9¥ The newly formed Puerto Zico
Utatelicod Association scen announced s vigorous caupelizn
"to have the island's starv?l&ced in United States fleg.™
Sentiago Yglesias, leader of the Soeiellist Turty end adveo-
cate of continued faeriean aeatrﬁl, was the victia of an
attespt on his life durinz kils cuspalgn for the offlce of

ident comuissloner at Vaskhiagtoa. He returned to the

e

W

4

47 1bia., fpTil 50, 1986,

%5 Igld’ $ '&i‘ .;7 lh' lgq‘t‘?.
49 Tbid., August 1, 198€.

H



nlatfora one week later gnd urged the pecple to mexe it

unnecessary for Congress te hold & nlebiscite by voting for

K

*

pin suad expressing thelr desire for w continustion of the
territorial government.

This election beld in November, 193¢, was the first to
be held under the new law vroviding for universal guffraze
zlloviing aen snd women, ilterates zund illiterates tc vote.

Izlesiag, the Sovislist~Joalition candlda won by 8 large

=3

vote showlng a gein over the Libersals, advosates of inde-

sendence , o0

ool
Yoyl

J

The [Hatliooalists continued thelr nrograsa of propaganda

and demonstrations. Uo fpril 28, 1207, alter obtaining a
seralt te perede in Uonce, they narticipaeted in a riet which
resulted in the killias of btei people, including oue menber
of the insular police force.®i jceording to Harwood Hull,
netive Jjournallst, the riot was partly 2 result of a foraer
gonflict and 111l feelling between the Nationalists and the
e. iUniversity o Fuerto Iiico students claimed to have
been luasulted by a radio speech mafe by Casipos two years
rrevious, 4 student meeting §rctestiﬁg thie speech was

interrurted by Jotionelist threats, and before the ovenlng
was over four Hationsllsts hed beern killed by ithe police.
st the graves of the Hatlonsligt vicbineg Jampos adaianistered

an oath of revenge to acme eight thousand friends and men-

bherg of the party. Jubsequently, 1la February, 1236, two

SV Ibid., lovember 2, 19¢36; ibid., Noveaber 5, 193&.
ol Tpid., &pril &3, 19s7.



voung detlonaliste shot and killed Ccloznel . I'. Riags,

!‘:'7

insular police chlefl. The asgsassins saild they had svenged
the killing of the four Hstionalistes by the police and
Ceapos seld the oath taken in Octodber of 1936 had beeu ful-
filled., Hetionalists had a2lsc besn aéeused of maxing the
attempt on the life of Resident Comaissioner Iglesiss.52

Julic Pinte Guadia, scting vresideat of the Hetional-
ist Party, and ten others were charged with the killling of
the policeman in Ponce but were zcquitted that Septeader
vhen the case cale to trial .99

Regerdless of these riots and uasoncern for human life,
officials at Vasbington deemed it unnecessary to teke se-
tion and réferred to It as & matter for the loeal police,

Zenator Barcelo, leader of the I iberu* Party, sminiunized
the danger ol the situation by callinz attention to the
fact thet there were "only 5000 Hatiouzalists"™ and thet their
demands were "impractical.® Thoush Barcelo was an advocate
of independence he was wnot in Tavor of & plebiscite belng
szranted at that time by Jongress on the st utahoad or inde-
nentence lasue because he fearsed that tue cuuse of inde-
pentence would be defsated,

Hartinez MHadal, member of the insular Jeaate, raised
the pleblsecite issue agaio lu & speech on July 4, 19837, in
which he said that independencs wes the only vay to end

“what many lslanders coaplain of asg long-countinuved colo-

5% Tpid., ipril 25, 1937,
33 Tpid Ibldn, wﬁ“t 4D.ber J.u, 19&7.

Lt Ul
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£y

pialism.” A pif't among the Libersls appeared &s s result
of Iarcelo's statement vhen foraer Sensteor Luls Muncs
Zarin heasded & Liberal faetion, eclaimed to have custed
Barcele, and urged i gulck deternination of the issue by
&n ilsland election. They requested Hedal to join with
then, buﬁ,ﬁaﬁal, thouzh not ohjeétiﬂg to a plebiscite,
clalzed that the last two islend elections had fﬁvareé
statehood .94

Furither insight into the wtiitude of ithe United Sintes
Congress is pnoted from the stastements made by United 3tates

)

Senmtor Austin on returaing from the islend, He pointed
cut that the islond furnished s imyportent link between the
United States and Scuth jmerica in "econfronting the two ex-
tremes of fasclsu and copumniss aow manaeing~theAﬁnrlﬁ.“
He sald, however, that Iuerto R[lcans hed mede great progress
under tho jmericen flag and were on thelr way to statehood.
It was his opinion thet the existing soelel and economice
conditions would delay the grasting of sistehocd. He
stated furbher that the "island i3 a resl sasset te the
coublry as & whole.™

The most recent cutbreak ol violence in protest to
Aaericesn rule in Puerto dico took plece st the celebration
commeaorating the aanlversary of the landlag of the Ameri-~
cans durinsg the épanisﬁ-ﬁmericamrﬁar. Two people were

slain and thirty iajured in aa stteapt 1o assassinate Sov-

e

4 tpig., July 19, 1937.
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ernor Bla stﬁ Winskin in Poace, the hotbed of the Hetion~
elist Party. Covernor Vinship escaped witbout injury.
Jartinez Nadal, president of the insular Senate, feclared
that this iqoiﬁeﬁt convineced his wmore than ever of the
great need for the Azericen flag in Puerto Rico.55
The desire to setile the issue of the future political

gtatus of the islend is continuslly belng manifested, how-
ever, by various organizetions tkrouchout the island, In
HMarch, 1932, the iszlang chamder of commeree together with
delezaters from seventy-twe other organiczations met in &
so~-called "ecconocalic convention™ sad passed = aenorial to
the insuler legislature asking the Iezislature to call on

fengress to allow the islenders to hold the much sought-

after pleblisclite to deterniue the 1sland's future politicsl

{ﬁ

tatuz., Coples of the rezolution were sent to President

7]

Reosevelt, Jecretary Iokes, and Congrass. o meation was
made of clther statehood or ladepandence,bd

Resldent Comrilgsloner Tglesias introduced a bill in
thls session of Congress to asie Puerto Hleo an incorporated
territory of the United Jtates. Mo mwetlon has bsen taken
on the bill at this writing.57

On March 22, 1939, the Interaational Cengress of faer-
ican Demccoracles, meeting in ﬁaﬁ%evideo, Uruguay, adopted

a resolution urging President Roogevelt to free Puerto

55

i
s

1d,, July 26, 1938,

56 Thid., March 14, 1939.
57 Toid.

i’
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Covernor Rlanton Winchis, keving resigned es governor
of the island, 1s to be succeeded September 1, 19389, by
Smiral Villian DL leshy. Soveranor Viashkin gnded his asctive

o]

tern on June 2%, vhen he left for the United States. Chort-

[ 9]

7 before his devarture, in g radic sreech blddling the is-

landers adieu, he reneated his khone that Pusritc Rico would

begome the forty-nintk state in the Tnion.59

Ibid., Zlerch 23, 183%.
Delly Cklehomen, June 26, 193¢.
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Conclusion
The matter of Puerto Miceo's future politieal status

indeed gn importent one. Puerte Nieo, trﬁé enoush, 18
not & wery large ploce on the mer of the world, somprisin
enly aboult cne-helf the srea of “v  dJersey, but it is in-
habited by an intensely patrioctic neonle fired with a deep
goacern for the fature of the izlend. |

In keeping with the basic principles and docirines of
our government, 1t is well to consider the Tuerto Tlcan
guestion 28 cpe of iuportance - Pirst, for the Mierto Ricans,

%
thenselves; second, the peonle of he Tnited Stotes should
realize that Puertc Tico 18 a vslusble and worthy portion
of the grester United Stetes. Turther study ond the element
of time moy alsco discloge even larger aspects of Puaerto
Fico's future pertaining to the entirs Vestern Hemlsphere
and to the world at larse.

DPolitieslly, the United 3tates hes been guilty of
aerleect sinece no indication hes sver bheen given whether
Puerto Mleo is to become & state in the Union, becone inde~
rendent, or remain in stotus quo for an indefinite period.

Distressed economic conditions on the island have in-
fluenced the Puertc Tlcan attitude, os does the matter of
abaentee ownershin.

Important points to be considered may be stated briefly
as follows: (1) The uncertain status of Puerto Rico is

ceusing a graduolly widening breach between the island and
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the United States. (2) Before tsking definite steps to
deternine the fature status of Muartoe Nico Congresz should
make a careful survey of the various possibilities, including
statehood, complete inderpendence, and further self-goveranment
under the prescnt systea. {3} Cur success or fallure in
dealln; with Puerto Rieo nay effect the manner Iin whilch

Latin-Amsrican republics cecent our nresent "good neighbor

npoiicy.”
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we ave answering your letter of this date. The message
of the Veonle of FPorto Iico to the People of the Unlted
States entrusted to Colonel Lindbergh by the Leglisisture of
forte Rico et thie jolnt session held in his honor does not
need shny explanation. It is self explanatory. Its mesuing
iz plain. Portoe Eico wants her internal sovereignty; that
is to ssy, the same that the Continental Stateg eanjoy, but
with the power to retalsn, as st present, sll public revenues
derived froa sources on the Island to meet her public needs
which are greater tkan tlose of any Ztate because ve cre
perforning now the task of genturies,

We are not asking for iaternstional or sbsolute inde-
pendence. e 4o act want to sever the tles of z common
flag and a common citizenship. e ackuowledge sud asccent
the soverseignty of the Union as defined in the Constitu-
tion, that is to say, the powers vested in the Federation
by delegation of tLs states themselves. ie want the na-
tional tariff, but with power vested in cur locel lLeglsiue-
ture to reduce, with the approval of the President, said
tarift on forelzn rew food staples in order to lessen the
cost of livipg for cur laboring classes, and to increease,
alsc with tbe approval of the Irecident of the United
States, the schedules on asgricultursl produets of our soll
not protected by the tariff and wot produced in the Ton-
tinental States, in order to prevent the importation of
inferior goods into Porto Jleo sand thelr exportation as
Porto Rico products. e waat the guarantee of life, 1ib-
erty, eauslity, Justice =zud oroverty ol the Federal Ton-
stitution, thet we fully enjouy novw, in spite of the fact
that the Oreat Docunent hes not been extended to Porto
Hieo, hecause of the Zill of Rizhts contained iz our Crgaanie
ieh. Ve wast to Dreserve the Amnericen institutions snd
systems that we ourselves have edopted in our laws; ve &=
rire to s perfect iriendskip snd close brotherhood with our
fellow citizens ol the States., 2ven we Go not ressat et
belps an Iintegral peart of the Unlon, in spite of our Lmer-
ican citlzeashin, sccordisng to the Gecisions of the United
Steates Suprene Court, Zubt we ssplre z2lso, and sbove &ll,
to the goveranment of our pecple, by our pecple sud for our
people; that is to say, to a republic form of goverament.
That is certainly Amerlican freedoxn. That 1s the freedoa
that we asgk ia the aessage of the Teople of Torto Fico en-

i , G B gy g g 2 "y &
+ A. G, Dena, gn. git., 11.
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trusted to the aesgenser of good will sent to us from The
Feorle of the Unlted Itates. In the teras of the aewsage:
"the frbeéo tiat you enjoy, iYor whkich you strugsled, which
you wors, bip, whieh we degeyve, and Whica you have vroaised
us.”? For tﬂim reason we state: "our nesuasge is not far
differeat from the c¢ry of Tatrick fenry. It is the ssae in
“ubs*auce but with the difference imnosed by the changes
tives and conditicns." ae weproéuce the cry thst he
&ureﬁ to raise, not against his Inglish ancestry, but
agalnast "taxetlion withoul representation™ and agsinst
"*uiéln% hand of governors apncinted by the Trown®™; we
refer to it as an echo of your history, appealing to your
neticnal pride, not in & hostile attitude, ot iz & engry
neod , tut as a *rlewﬂxv notice to your people, to the famer-
ican Teople, that we are neglected from the standroint cof
cur “Glitical asrirstions snd of cur econonic needsy that
our volee iz not heard, thet you have fargﬂtten that our
nrogress in gll the peths of humen endesvor is far shead of
that of meny of our sister lLatin Republics of whose inde-
rendence you feel so rroud and sre prone to meintal:

It is inconcelvable thst we would tale advantage of the
courtesy of the Governor in accordiag te our request for a
sneelal sesslon of the legils ldturP t¢ render housge to Colo-
el Liadvergh and hand L¢m a message contzining petitious
vwhich maey inply & severance of tieu ol Forto Zico from the
Jﬁited States, cor whiech may be ccoostrued as inimlcel to
famerican 1desls. Zuch thing weuld nesn = discourtesy to
Porto Rico's guest snd o lack of consideration to our Gove
eTrnor.

A8 “eg9rds pur present rolitieel &sniratio;s, we shall
state in very few words that these are the following: Coma-
plete ﬁe’fn*averqxe 1t ineluding the right to eleet our own
Governor; as te the future the mﬁ‘arity narty has rveeohed
2 conclusion 5 & comproaise, between the conflieting of
solutions o statehood and independencee, that this natter
must be left to be solved by the GOAi“u generations accord-
ins to the best interests of both the reople of the Uanited
Stetes snd the people of Porte Hico.

A8 regards statehocod peralt us to sgy thet i ¢ ONETe S
is reasdy to grent us ststehood, o doubt ihe ye9§le af & &tu
Rico will feel deeply the honor of beccalng oune of the stg
of your gloricus constellation. There are sowe of ithem thau
bave spruong Irom the same origin, the sane stoex thet we
are, This ig s metter that should be misced before our
neople for its decision. Dut whal are the chunces of stole-
hooé for Porto dleo in the light of the utterancesg of your
statQSmen an& t&e sile&ce of Jou“ nolitical nl&tfa-ﬁsa

: red unon ; ;

siied L;y
Q futurs
ny others u@ a;e aot now

tu&t Glt&7bhax. *’u ust
hood. Jor these ress



nir it i better for your ns-
18 into the ”niel, e will
;n to you to be True to
¢ devise a gehene of
Ia;;@n 2€& your 4ign

argine statehood. I wou th
tional interests sot 1o ednd
abide by your decisl oy &ut
youw hiatar“ and ins ir
sovernment ol “crte ‘ 1
aiberty 2nd uan,iﬂwba and ou%b, ﬁe will cooperate with yeu
te find the way to the gsolutien of the nrobl L&t do unot
ﬂiaunaerstana us, do uot be wlsled by the eueamies 21 our
nchle mﬁpirﬁtiuu& as a lecple. Lo not proacunce the word
”QlalﬂyiLtV“ to depcribe the deepest gentiaent in the

hegrts of men: Love for the freedosn of the country in which
kis credle wag rocked by the haends of & loving aother,

et

TYour letter kas been & surprise to us. Ve cen not
undergtand bhow the messege of tre legislature can be con-
strued as & plea for 1nteru tional or sbsclute indern: “duuac.
It iz the ssxe a3 our nessage Lo Iresident woalidﬂa, trens
nitted also to the Fan-American Conference, not beczuse we
look for redress or resedy for cur inferior politicsl econ-
dition, but beccuse the Fresident himsell offered to the
Conference the relief for that c¢ondition, that is to say,
plein home prule; and for thal resson we feel entitled tO
obtaln the endorseament of the Nations of our own origin to
the words of the ehlefl megistrate of the nstion in order
that he aay aryply then to the sick wen a2t homse., In the
said ﬂaesage the words ™interaal sovereignty® were chsanged
by qewg agencieg inth figternational soverelignty,” eqtﬁrely
changing, @f course , the ameaning of the statement. de shell
nst he sur@riaed to find that the rpresent wmessage slsc has
besn autilated or aisguoted. Thet will explaln the alara
volced 1un the eable received by you. s trust that you wili
acknoviedse thut there iz no reascn for alara or uncasiness.
=2 volce a truly faericsyz sentiment which is imbued in the
minds snd besarts of &ll our school chkildren by th@ study
ol your hiptorv, gnd vwhich is =mlso & nabural seantisesnt
daenly rooted ia the Learts of hunon kind.

LP

ITa conelusgion let us snswer with dlignity that part of
your letter wherein allusion ls aaede to tue guestlon GL
money by s8ayling; that L

#d we had in aind the asking of
indeyeuﬁ&a»e 1@“ Porto Eico the 1o3s of cone wiillion dollars
o

3
or of untold al Liaﬁb of dolilars to &ll the institutions of
Porte lico, will not deter us in the least.

Zicned Tours very truly,

roel 0,
f the fenate,

Fy o a e
dntonio Z. Za
e o Bt - a .,
fresident o

doge Tous
peaker,

at San




Appendix II
The Coolidge Letter

Dear Governor:

I desire to acknowledge the concurrent resolution of
the lLegislature of Forto Rico committed to Colonel Lind-
bergh on his visit to San Juan, and also a cablegram, dated
January 19, signed by Messrs. Barcelo and Tous Soto, the
President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives of Porto Rico, respectively.

The cablegram and resolution seem to be based largely
on a complete misunderstanding of concrete facts. It would
not be difficult to show that the present status of Porto
Rico is far more liberasl than any status of its entire his-
tory; that its people have greater control of their own af-
fairs with less interference from without; that its people
enjoy liberty and the protection of law, and that its people
and its Covernment are receiving material assistance through
its associstion with the continental United States. The
Treaty of Paris, of course, contains no promise to the
people of Porto Rico. No phase of that treaty contemplated
the extension to Porto Rico of a more liberal regime than
existed. The Unlted States has made no promise to the
people of Porto Rico that has not been fulfilled, nor has
any representative or spokesman for the United States made
such a promise.

The Porto Ricen Covernment at present exercises a
greater degree of sovereignty over its own internal affairs
than does the Government of any State or Territory of the
United States.l Without admitting the existence of "a
grave economical situation™ in the finances of the Govern-
ment of Porto Rico, the present difficulty, which it is
hoped is but temporary, is exclusively the result of the
exercise by the elected representatives of the people of
Porto Rico of an suthority granted by the present very
liberal organic law. The responsibility of the United

1 In contradiction of this assertion, A. G. Dana points
out that the Porto Ricans have no right (a) to vote for
President; nor (b) to teke any active part in enacting or a-
verting legislation at VWashington (which nevertheless may
send their sons to war); norn?o) to elect their own Governor,
Auditor, Attorney General, Commissioner of Education, the
Justices of the Supreme Court; nor (d) to make their own
local laws free from veto or overruling by a Federally ap-
pointed CGovernor, the President or Congress; nor (e) to
share with the States and other territories in the custom-
ary allotment of Federal funds, for roads, education.
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The request is nmade that Torto fico be coastituted as
a "Iree State”™ and not "a mere subleoted colony.® fer-
ta*n&y giving Torto Rlec grewter liberty than it has ever
enjoved and powers of zoveranent for 11& exerclise of which
»tb eonle are barely rrepared camnct, with provriety, hr
8616 1o be establisbing therein "a Aerc gubiected colony.
The people of Torte DNlco are ciltlizens of the Unlted = atEB,
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assistance, American netheds audé an inorease in the rewverd
of efforts nede.

There bes besn o netural hesitaticon to recall and dwell
upon the unfortunate coudition of Forto Rico in the past.
There iz & feeling, bhowever, that the United States is en-
titled to a good name in its dealing with Porto llco and
tc gvcteat itself frox sny refl ectiun on its good nage.

Teruaps no 'e*ritory in *hc world kss receliwed =uch consid-
erate trestzent in the past thirty yeers zs hes Porto Eieo,
and perheps novhere ¢lse has rﬂouress been so moarked and

50 enparent &8 in Yorto Rlec., Ve are certalnly entitled to
g large part of the credit for thisz situstion.

» - * * * * # ¥ * * ] - L » - - - » L k] ¥ . - . o - - ] * »

There is no dlsposition In Lfzmerica, snd certalanly net
cr iy part, to discourage any reasonabl e aspiration of the
peorie of Porto Jlec. The island has so luproved pud itse
pecple have so progresssd 1n the last generstion as to
justify high hores for thﬁ future, but it cex tafnly is not
unreasonable te ask that those vho srpesk for Porto Tico
limit their petition to theose thiags whieh mey be grauted
without & Qﬂulul of sueh here. Yor iz iV unreasscnable to
uubbbbf that the people of Torte Dice, whe are a pars of
the ‘90§*L of the Tnlted Ctates, wilil progress with the
poople of the Unitcd Statos ratber then be isolated from
the source frem which they have received proetically their
only hone of progress.®

iy e

Calvin Coolidaze.

7L
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