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PREFACE

This study represents & survey of 42 books of fietion dealing
with farm family life situatioms, in the Uni‘bgd States, and is

limited to problems of the present generations An attempt has been

made to compile e classified bibliography of present day rural
novelse

The author wishes to offer a nuggua‘hd' reference 1131!: for the
use of: (1) those who contact rural people, (2) students, (3)
research workers, and (4) any others who might use literature as a
means of helping to solve perplexing problamse

The study has been confined to literature dealing with pre-
sent day problemse Popular publications from 1925 to 1939 have
been analyzede An effort has been made to include a wide selcc=
tion of material since all books may not be evalilable for any one
individualé
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FICTION DEALING WITH
RURAL FAMILY FROBLEMS OF THE PRESENT GENERATION
The Contribution of Literature
to the Understending of Problems in Rural Families

People reveal their characteristies by the way in vhich they
react to eertain problems. This study has been undertaken in an
effort to better understand the behavior of farm people, as such
behavior has been reflected in current fiction dealing with rurasl
femiliese

The books here mentioned have been chosen because they catoh
& glimpse of l_s.fo as it is being lived. Problems involving wvarious
social, racial, religicus, and eom situations were chosen in
order to_rml causes, purposes, and reactions. The specific
examples, the pictures of man alone or man in groups being con=
fronted by problems and determining solutions to these problems,
give those who work with people en insight into the needs and ad=
Justments in actual life sim#‘.lm.

Life a8 it is beinpg lived, 1s a series of adjustments. It
is complexe Man's life is involved because of the many problems
which confront hime In this particular study en attempt has been
mede to classify the books selected under certain universal pro=
blemse Begimning with man's first and most Smpor'h.nt problem, the
necessity for living in harmony with his enviromment, problems are
considered in the following order: the influence of enviromment
on personalitys the power of family tredition es it affects re-
lationshipss the influence of commmity problems on family lifes



economic maladjustment as it affects family life; social custom as
it affects family life; and, problems involved in recial inter-
relationshipse

Charsacteristics of individuale are revealed in their resctions
to various problemse This study with its wide variety of rural
situations and experience is intended as a guide in the selection
of fiction for Home Economists, Agriculturists in genersl, leaders
in Extension Service, Social Service workers, Farm Security workers,
editors of rural megazines, and verious other educetional lesders
interested in problems of rural family life.

In Part One an individual snalysis of each book has been
developed after each wus carefully read and studied in order to
determine the specifie problem presenteds Book reviews from various
newspapers, magezines end volumes of the Book Review Digest for the
years 1933 to 1939 formed the basis for the selection of books to be
consideredes A list of these books is found in Appendix A. The
ninety books selected were then exemined in detail from the stand-
point of their approach to the problem involved, their apparent
honesty of portrayal of family relationships, end their epplicability
to actual rural life situationse The final selection of forty-two
books covers &s wide an area as possible, in order to revesl con=
ditions existing in different localitiese.

In no way and at no time was it the writer's intention to re=-
veal the plot of the stories. It was intended that this anmalysie
give the family life situation involved in each story. Because so
many relationships are possible within a femily group, an attempt



has been made to classify the fiotion exemined under certain broad,
general groupse

These books have been grouped according to specific relation-
ship problems in Part Two of this study in order to conserve the
time of the reader. Por example, & reader with a specisl interest
in certain perticular problems mey find books which epply llsted
togethers Then, for more detalled information he may read the
description of these books in Part Onee Through such a procedure,
he seves the time he might have spent searching through Part One
for books pertinemt to his problems

The appeniices which conclude this study ineludes (a) A List
of All Books Examined Before Making Final Selectionss (b) Books
Selected for Final Anelysis, Indexed According to Authorsy (e) Index
of Publisherse



PART OIE
ATALYSIS OF BOOKS

Aldrich, Bess Streoter A lantern in Fer Hand

De Appleton=Century Compeny, 19354. 307 pages

Period:
Setting:
Contents s

Iete nineteenth end early twentieth century
Tebraska

In the story of Abble Desl is revealed the spirit
of a brave pioneer mother, who, w:tthalan‘bern.in
horhgndanflulightinhuhm't.bings love,
faith, hope, and courage to a new undertekinge

Aldrich, Bess Streeter A White Bird Flying
De Apploton=Century Compeny, 1934« 336 pages

Periods
Settings
Contents:

Twentlieth eentury

lebraska

The grand-daughter of e pioneer leerns to vealue the
faith in the beauty and simple experiences that her
grandemother hed taught here The story takes the
character through her college days end peried of
training for & professione She finally reslizes
that love and home on the feum mean greater happiness
than she could possibly find in a professional life
in & citye



Aldrich, Bess Streeter Song of Years
De Appleton=Century Company, 193%. 450 pages

Period:

Setting:
Contentss

late nineteenth century

Iovm

Deep femily loyelty and close neighborly friendship
strengthened by withstanding problems of plomeering
are emphacizede

Aldrich, Bess Streeter m Comes on Forever
De Aprleton=Century Company, 1936s 333 pages

Period:
Setting:
Contents:

late nineteenth and eerly twentieth century
Hebraske

The problem dealt with iz pioneer woman meking the
most of the problems of her life and meeting with

faith, hope, love and cowrage in an ever-changing
worlde

Aydelott, Dora Long Purrows
De Appleton=Century Compeny, 1935« 262 pages

Perlod:
Settings

Contents:

Twentieth century

Cklahoma

This boak deals with pioneering as experienced by

& small, young girl end her family. The life of this
girl, as she develops into & sturdy young women
emphasizes the deep devotion of members of the femily
and thelr great faith in the future of farming.



Aydelott, Dora Full Harvesi
De Appleton=Century Company, 1939« 333 pages
Periods Twentieth century
Setting: Jiddle west
Contents: This is the story of an energetic farm wife who ine

sisted that her plodding farmer husband sell ocut and
mtotmrwphobemﬁtorthaehﬂdnn. The
move accomplished, the vicissitudes of the next few
yeers bring them to near banlrupteye. They return to
thelr only security--the farme.

Bimns, Archie nn_mmhmmnm

Reynal & Hitchoock, 1937« 332 pages
Period: Twentieth century

Setting: Oregon and Pacific Northwest

Contents: Problems for adjustment between producers and con=
sumers of farm products form the theme of this
novele The great need for some degree of economic
security for ferm femilies is also pointed outs



Caxmon, Cornelia Jemes Red Rust

Little, Brown and Campay, 1928+ 320 pages

Perlods
Setting:
Contents:

Barly Twentieth century

Eimmesota

This book presents the struggle of plomeering lifeg
it reveals a young farmer's feith in the soil and
his struggles to perfect seeds that will withstend
climatic conditionse The author pictures the re-
sults that the young farmor's better farming methods
accomplishede

The Maemillan Company, 1933« 3359 pages

Periods

Setting:
Contents:

Early twentieth century

¥eine

The love and saticfaction gmined by theose who re=-
main with the soil are the book's significant
factorse It reveals the influence of a deughter
over her family, the love for the land, and faith
in the future of farm lifes



Carroll, Gladys Hesty A Few Foolish Ones

The Hscmillan Company, 19356. U564 pages

Period: Twentieth century

Setbing: liaine

Contents: This book gives a picture of frugal farm life in
linine. It points out the rich reward which comes
from careful plarming end spending of the inoome
from the soil end timber lande It contrasts the
different attitudes toward successful ferming.

The limemillen Compeny, 1937. 405 peges

Period: Twentieth cemtury

Setting: lMaine

Contents: The author shows & man with an understanding of
nature and an appreciation for a job well done

married to & girl with courage and ambition for
successe They {inmally realize that only in the
open country can they live their owm livese



Davis, He Le

Minthe Horn

Harper & Brothers, 1936. 380 peges

Perlod:
Setting:
Contents:

Ferber, Edme

Poriod:
Setting:
Contents:

Twentieth century

Oregon :
This is the story of the struggle of piocnmeering,
exphasizing the hardships and dangers arising from
social situations end the walue of true undere
standing in meeting such circumstencess

Doran & Compexy, 193le 313 pages
Twentieth century

Commeticut
This book portrays & femily with deep feeling of
devotion for land and their struggles to keep it

in spite of poor farming methods end herd climatic
conditionse



Field, Rachel  Time Out of Nind

The ¥aemillen Company, 10836. 462 pages

Periods Iate nineteenth end early twentieth centuries

Setbing: FHaine

Contentst This is the etory cf conflict of love with sccial
canventions sné the nsed for self expression
trough different channelse

Flint, ¥argaret The Old Ashburn Place
Dodd, Mead & Company, 1936+ 301 pages
Period: Twentieth century

Setiing: Iaine

Contente: This book piletures the strong influence of love
and fanmily loyalty and the great rewards that
come from simple country livinge It recognizes
the fmdamental principle thet camfort and peace
in home life cen best be acquired where there is
a deep understanding of humen needse.
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Glasgow, Ellen Barren Cround
Doubleday, P%ga & Company, 1925, 511 pages

Periods
Settings

Contentss

Rarly twentieth century

Virginia

This book pictures the disadvantage of a meager
income and of a onewcrop system of farming., It
also chows the satisfying results of hard work

and good management.

ﬂreamad,i.nniel’m_ ¥e Sapebrush Folks
De Appleton=Century, 1934. 483 pages

Period:
Settings
Contents:

Twentieth century

idaho

This book of piomeering on the Minidoka project
reveals the need to understand humen relationships
as well as to understand climatic conditionse It
emphasizes the need for harmony within humen rela=
tionshipse

Harris, Bernice Kelly  Purslane
The University of North Cerolina Press, 1939« 316 pages

Period:
Settings
Contents:

Twentieth century

Horth Carolina

This book points out that social classes may be
ma'bed by man's aogquiring more of the world's

goods, but these matorial possessions have little
power to influence true love and lamen understending.



Havighurst, Walter Upper Mississippl (A Wilderness Saps)
Farrar and Rineliert, 1937. 2869 peges

Periods  ¥iddle ninsteonth to early twentieth centuries

Sottings Wiscomsin, Mimesota, Narth Dakete (lands dreined
by upper Fississippi River)

Contentss This shows the developuent of natural rescurces of
this section with vital desoription of the type of

Hueston, Ethel High Bridge

The Bobbs=kerrill Campeny, 1950 308 pages

Periods Twentieth century

Setting: lown, laine, New York

Contente: A very excellent illuetration is given here of how
various situations may bring out the Lest or worst
in peoples It points out the wvalue of a retrect
in the country for tired, overworked Inmsen beings.

Johnson, Josephine Now in TNovember
Simon and Schuster, 1935. 231 pages
Period:  Twentieth century
Setting: Missouri :
Contentss This book pictures a family, broken by debt, drought
and coming madness, but with the fuith, hope and
courage to meet such disasterse



Kanton, MuoKinley The Voice of Bugle Amn

Coward=lcCenn, 1836. 120 peges

Periocds

Sebiings
Contents:?

Twentieth century

Hlssouri 3
This story shows the reaction of mountain people,
vhose chicl intersst is Fox Iumiting to circumstances
that alber their planse. It emphesizes the small
value placed upon a luman life in comperison to the
hmte

Kramer, Horsce hg;imlhnd

Je Be Lippincott Compeny, 1938. 426 pages

Pariocd:
Setting:
Contents:

Twentieth century

Dakotas ;
This story makes plain the fact that merginal people,
1like marginal land, cammot violate the laws of nature
without paying dearly for the experiencee.

Kroll, Harry Harrison __I_‘_lu z Wrm
The Bobbselerrill Company, 1937. 327 pages

Periods
Setting:
Contents:

Twentieth century
Texmessee

This book is & truve picture of living comditions of
the underprivileged farm folk of the Southe It plee
tures the earnest determination of an ambitious son
of a share-gropper to rise above his enviromment and
meke a place for himself in e literary world.



Lanhem, Edwin The Stricklands
Little, Brown and Company, 1939 3Jll1 pages

Period:
Setting:
Contentss

Twentieth century

Eastern Oklehoma

This beok, with en Oklehoms setting, shows how e father
and his children menage to avoid disintegration of the
fenily group after the mothert's deathe It also presents
the trying problems of temant farm families in eastern
Okclehome and same of the hope for improvement under the

new govermment progremnse

lee, George We River Georpe
The Macaulay Compeny, 1937 275 pages

Periods

Setting:
Contents:

Twentieth century

Mississippi Delta Cotton land :

The poor share=cropping Negroes of the South, their
struggles for a living wage, the reaction of the
whites and negroees toward superiar education end
opportunities for the outstanding cclored people

form the basis for this storye.

Mscleish, Archibald Lend of the Free

Harcourt, Drace and Compeny, 1938. 93 pages

Period:
Setting:
Contents:

Twentieth century

Rural United States

An excellent, illustrated book deseribing the humen
misery and suffering of many rural american families
during the "depression®™ periode
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Oskison, John H, Brothers Three

The Macmillan Company, 1935« 448 pages

Periods

Setting:
Contents:

Following the Civil War through the 1930 crash
Indian Territory, now a part of Cklahome
Presented here are problems of pioneering in the
Indian Territory, the rise and fall of the cattle
industry. The author makes a final appeel to a
farm femily to hold its land and try to regein
wvhat has been lost through speculation and gambe
linge The story reveals the influence of a father
over his children, the faith of his deughtereine
law in his teaching, end the final decision in
favor of farm lifes

Penttie, Louise Redfield American Acres

Ge Pe Putnam's Sons, 1956+ 308 peges

Period:
Setting:
Contents:

Twentieth century

Illinois

This book gives the story of a young woman with
an inherited love for family loyelty and
apprecilation for farm lifes She rises to a
difficult situetion and helps to save the farm
inheritance for the Homeywell familye



Rawlings, Merjorie Kinnan South HMoon Under

Grosset & Dunlap, 19335. 354 peges

Period:
Setting:
Contents:

Twentieth century

Floride

This is a story of meagre life of farm femilies
of the river swamp end scrube It shows circum=
stances incident to depletion of the soil may
affect one's entire outlook on life.

Rawlings, Marjorie Kimnan The Yearling

Charles Scribner's Sons, 1938« 428 pages

Period:

Setting:
Contents:

Twentieth century

Florida

Thie book gives an excellent example of frugal
ferm 1life in the cleared lands in Floridaj it
shows the necessity for careful managing to meke
the most of one's natural resourcess It points
out how improvements in farming practices come
gradually to the underprivileged farm folks in
the extrems southern section of the United
Statese
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Sandoz, Fari
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Little, Brown and Compeny, 1935. 424 peges

Periods Between 1884 end 1930

Setting: TWestern Nebraslm .

Contents: This book presents a broad view of plomsering,
the strugzle between the cattle men and those
wishing to settle the land for farming. It
shows the domineering influence of a man over
his family, his struggle with community pro-
blems, and his accomplishments in growing trees
as the land becomes more inviting for farminge

Saxon, Iyle Children of Strangers

Houghton Mifflin Company, 1937. 294 pages

Period:  Twentleth century

Setting: Louisiena

Contents: This book desls very effectively with the mixing

of the bleck and white races and pictures the
tragedy in the lives of those who are so nearly
white that they cemnot be classed as white or
colorede



8teinbeck, John Of Eice and Men

Coviol Friede Publishers, 1937« 186 pages

Period:
Setting:
Contents:s

Twentieth century

Celifornie

This is the story of the 1life of drifting hervest
hands end the result of strong physical attraction
of men and wamen who lack the power of restrainte

Steinbeck, John  The Grapes of ¥rsth
The Viking Press, 1939. 619 pages

Period:
Setting:
Contentss

Mntleﬂz century

Oklshome, California

This book reveals a woman's strength inmepti?g
her husband's decision for the family. Fimally,
overcome by defeat and confusion he realiges his
need of her support and guldance in the face of
bewildering circumstancese

Steinbeock, John The long Valley
The Viking Press, 1938 303 pages

Period:
Setting:
Contents:

Twentieth century

California

This book of short storles reveals many familier
femily experiences of those who work close to the

soils It is full of illustrations of vaeried family

experiencess

19
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Williamson, Thames The Woods Colt

Hercourt, Brace end Company, 1933. 288 pages

Period:

Settings
Contents:

Early twentieth century

Ozark Mountains

The situations which develop from shiftless farming,
mountein feuds, and the evasion of laweenforcement
officers form the plot of this storye. It is true to
trulitim-u and shows how people in this section deal
with family life problemss

Winther, Sophus Keith  Teke All to Nebraske

The Macmillan Company, 19368e. 305 pages

Period:

Setting:s
Contents:

Twentieth century
liebraska

Coureage and understanding of humsen needs are

oxemplified in the life of & courageous immigrant
wife and mothere She shows undying courage, and
with her ability makes a home of peace and love.

21



PART TWO
GROUPING OF BOOKS

MAY CONQUERING EXVIRONMENT
Cennon, Cornelia Jm_l, Red Rust
Carroll, Gladys Hasty, A Pew Foolish Ones

Devisy He Loy Mﬂm Hora

Glasgow, Ellen, 3Barren Ground
Havighurst, 'Inltar? Upper Nississippi
Jolmson, Josephine, Now in November
Eremer, Lorsce, larginal land

Oskison, John M., DBrothers Three

Rawlings, ¥arjorie Kinnan, South Xoon Under

Rawlings, Merjorie Kimmen, The Yearling
Roe, Wellington, The Tree Fells South

Rolvaag, Oe Ee, Peder Victorious

Sendog, Mari, 0Old Jules
Winther, Sophus Keith, Take All to Nebraska

INFLUEECE OF ENVIROMMEET OF PERSONALITY

Eroll, Harry Harrison, I Was o Share-Cropper

Rawlings, Nerjorie Kimmen, The Yearling
Sandoz, Mari, O0ld Jules

Steinbeck, John, Crapes of Wrath
Steinbeck, John, _{_35 Nice and Men

22



POWER OF FAMILY TRADITION

Aldrich, Bess Streeter, A lantern in ller Iand

Aldrich, Dess Streeter, Song of Years

Aldrich_. Bess Streeter, _Bpring Comes on Forever

Aldrich, Bess Strester, Thite Bird Flylng
Aydelott, Dore, Long Furrows
Perber, Edna, American Beauly

Flint, Margaret, The 0ld Ashburn Place

Peattie, loulse Redfield, Americen Acres

Rolwaag, O« Be, Poader Victorious
Thomas, Dorothy, The Old Home Place

Winther, Sophus Keith, Take All to Nebraska

INFLUENCE OF COMMUNITY PROBLEMS ON FANILY LIFE

Aldrich, Bess s'h-eete_r, Song of Years

Greemwood, Annie Pike, Te Sagebrush Folks
Lenhem, Edwin, The Stricklends
Rolveag, O« Ee, Poder Victoricus

Stong, Philip Duffield, State Failr



ECONOMIC MALADJUSTHENT AS IT AFFPECTS FANILY LIFE

Bimns, Archie, The laurels Are Cut Dowmn

Glasgow, Ellen, Barren Ground

Johnson, Joserhine, Xow in Hovember

Eramer, Horace, Marginal Land
Lanhem, Edwin, The Stricklands

lee, George, ZXRiver George
MacLelsh, Archibald, land of the Free

Steinbeck, Johm, The Grapes of ¥rath

SOCIAL CUSTOM AS IT AFFECTS FAMILY LIFE

Aydelott, Dora, Full Harvest

Fleld, Rachel, Time Out of Mind

Harris, Bernice Kelly, Purslane
Hueston, Ethel, High Bridge
Jomhnson, Josephine, Now in November

Kanten, YacKinley, The Voise of Bugle im
Eroll, Harry Harrisen, I Vs a Share~Cropper
Steinbeck, John, The Longe Valley
Williamson, Thames, The Woods Colt

PROBLEMS INVOLVED IN RACIAL INTERRELATIONSHIFS

Johnson, Josephine, How in Fovember

lee, George, River George
Sexon, lyle, Childrem of Strangers




SUMMARY

This study represents & survey of forty=two bocks of fietion
dealing with farnm family life situstions, in the United States,
and is limited to problems of the present gemeration. A total of
ninety books have been exemined while compiling this liste.

The study has been confined to literature dealing with pro=-
Slus af the pressabidnye Popilsr pibiteatios fim 1925 to 1930
have been arnalyzed.

Books were classified mecording to the specific problems ine-
volved and fell inte the following groupings:

¥en Conquering Enviromment 14
Influence of Enviromment on Personality 5

Power of Family Tradition 11
Influence of Commmunity Problems 5
Economic Adjustment as it Affects

Femily Life 8
Social Customs Affecting Family Life 9

Problems Imvolved in Eacial Inter-
relationships 3

This study is intended as a guide in the selection of fictiom
for the following groups of persons interested in rural femily life
problems: Home Economists, Agricultural workers in general, leaders
with Extension Service, Social Service workers, editors of Rural
¥agazines, and various Educational leaders interested in the proe
blems of rural family life.
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APPERDIX
A
List of Books Examined in Making the Selection

Ademie, louise Cradle of Life. Iarper, 1536. 469 pages

Aldrich, Bess Streeter, A lantern in lier Hand. De Appleton=Century
Campany, 1934. 307 pages

Aldrich, Bess Streetere. A ¥hite Bird Flyinge D« Appleton-Century

Company, 1934« 335 pages

-

Aldrich, Bess Streeter. Song of Yearse Do Appleton=Century Company,
1939. 490 pages

Aldrich, Bess Strecter. Sprins Comes on Forevers De Appleton=Century
Company, 1937« 333 pages

Aldrich, Bess Strester. Rim of the Frairies. De Apploton-Century
Compaxty, 1926. 360 pages

Arlington, Ce Ae The Fool Hath Saids Longmens, 1937. 139 pages

Aydelott, Dora. Long Purrows. De. Appleton=-Century Compeny, 19356.
262 pages

Aydelott, Dora. Full Harveste D. Appletone=Century Companmy, 1839.
333 pages

Aydelott, Doras Green Gravele D. Appleton-Century Company, 1937.
249 peges

Baldwin, Faith. BEnchanted Oasise Farrar & Rinehart, 1988. 308 peges

Bimms, Archiee The laurels Are Cut Downe Reymal & Hitchcock, 1937.
332 pages

Bims, Archie. The Lend is Drighte Reynal & Hitoheock, 1957. 332
peges

Black, Clarice. Roofs of Wiers. Little, Brown and Company, 1931.
263 pages

Bromfield, Louise The Farme Harper & Brothers, 1933 346 peges

Busey, Gereta Helen. The Windbreak. Funk & Viggnalls, 1938, 380
pages

Caldwell, Erskinees Qod's Little Acree. The Viking Press, 1933.
303 pages ”




Caldwell, Erskine. Tobacco Roade Ser{bmra, 1932« 241 pages

Cannon, Cornelia Jemese Red Rust. Little, Browm end Company,
1928. 320 pages

Carroll, Gladys Hasty. As the Earth Turns. The Macmillan Company,
1933. 331 peges

Carroll, Gladys Hasty. A Pew Foolish Omese The laemillan Company,
1955« 364 peges

Carroll, Gladys Hastye. Neighbor to the Skye The Meemillan Company,
1957. 403 pages

Carroll, Cladys Hastys A Fellow Needs & Ferme The lacmillan Company,
1937«

Cather, Willas 0 Pioneerse Houghton Mifflin Compamy, 1913. 308
pages

Cather, Willae One of Ourse Alfred Ae Knopf, 1022+ 459 pages

Chase, lary Ellen. Uplande Little, Browm end Company, 1927. 297

peges

Chase, Mary Ellens Mary Peterse The Macmillan Company, 1937. 377
pages :

Couts, lirs. Grace (Stone)s Black Cherriese Alfred A. Knopf, 198l.
213 pages

Cumningham, Williems. Green Corn Rebellion. Vanguard Press, 19356.
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