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CIU.PTER I 

INTRODUOTIO 

'l'he purpose of this study is to resent the total cost of 

education in rel~tion to ~overnment expenditures as it applies 

to the taxpayer of Bryan County; to show the relationship that 

education has to the total tax burden chargeable to education, 

and t o determine a near aa possible the trends in cost covering 

the figcaJ. years of 1929 to 1938. 

Incorrect references are continually being made to the cost 

of education. Thi is partly due to the fact t .t taxes for 

education are generally propert y tax nd are collected locally. 

The tax usually occupies a large percent of this total . 

It cannot be too strongly stated that such indirect taxes 

as income, corporation, gasoline. and sales a.re Just as much of 

a burden as the direct propert1 tax. 

A survey of previous studies in this fi eld will eonvi ce 

one that usu&lly only one 'ctnit of civil administration is studi ed. 

Thia bas been taken to represent the coat of all civil administra

tion combined •• J.. c1 ty has frequently been the unit atudied when 

figur ng educational cost . I f it were found that a large percent 

of t his cost was due to education, it was 1mmediatel~ assumed 

that this high percent w s based on t he total cost of government. 

l 



Data have been secured for this study f'rom the County 

Clerk•a office, where school, c{ty, township, and county es

timate sheets are filed, howing the estimates and levies for 

the cu.rren t ye s . 

D A attend.ance were t ·e from records f the D a.rt .. 

ment of Public In truct n~ Okla a City. 

!go.re pArtatn l"..g to popul tion were t en fro the United 

States Census Report 1930. 

By 189 the Burcnu of Education h d publishe orne report 

giv ng fects to s w hat part of governmental expenses was due 

to eduction. 1ot, in 1904, . ade one of the fir t attenpts 

along tb1 line. 

A study in Io m de e co 0 r1 on of money- snt for 

schools with that for light, streets, water, and other func

tions of g vernment. It w s concluded that ore money is spent 

for schools than all other objects of mun cipal govern~ent.l 

In 1924, Dr. lla.rold F.. Clark of Col b1e Uni ver i ty ma.de 

an e:rten 1 ve st.idy o the c .. st of governuent d the auoport of 

education. He found tha.t 10 to 15 per ent of tlle cost of gov-

ermient • csuaed by education. D~. Clark used t he state as 

the unit. By ad.di • the mone spent by 11 un ts within the 

state n.n n tfonal expenses he rived at hi s 

1Journal o! Education Research_ Feb . 1922, pp. 112-119 
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<-,0ncludon. 2 

The plan tn t t t.dy !s to use the co:unt1 a.. . un1 t, 

Podding t 1e mon y ~ ent by all uni ts of government to that spent 

as a county fund, ncluding money raised locally with that 

returned to the cou tr by the state "S h1ghwq funds and weak 

school aid. J'rom this total the percent ant foT education 

W111 be determined. figures ar changed to ake them b 1-

nee, but re used e they we1·e found. .o attempt will be made 

to 1.nclude Federal taxes, fin&@, or fees wh ch a.re collected 1 

the county. 

Bx7an County is located in Southeaatern Oklahoma. It 1s 

bounded on the so t h b Red l:l.1 ver end on the n r th by Boggy 

Ri "18r . It 1.s the third count t ot the ~kansa.s st te l ine. 

The count n.ree. 928 square miles or 547, 9 9 eres; 94, 

931 a.er s are 

va.tion. 3 

tnYture la.nda 

In 1924, the £es enta of 

3- 2,008 eerog are 1 cu.lt i-

le ervice com,anies were 

2The Cost of Qove.l"!lment Md The Sil port o! Education, , . Clark 

3oklah00'! T ~ C ion port 1936, • 33 

4 Op. cit. P• 44 
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'?he c!lie! sgricul tura.1 crops are cotton. co:rn, and pee.-

nuts. 

11''.ng t e fiscal year 1937 ""nd 1938, therQ were eight in

co or ted towns, el$Ten to ships, !Ild seventy ehool d1 -

tr cts. 
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CHAP.elm I I 

COST OF CITY oov1ro1unrr 

Data for municipal goverment coat in l3rY8Jl County for 

the period 1929 to 1939 were taken :ttom estimate sheets that 

were tiled in the County Clerk's office. 

1\1.e population of cities and towne tor Bryan County were 

taken from the United States Census Report 1930. They were 

as follows: 84,186, 284,466, 492,933, and 7-, 463. Of the nine 

nru.nic!pal governments in Bryan County, two do not have a city 

water system, and eight do not have fire trucks, 

Councilmen, mayor and city Marshall in vast aJority 

of the towns in Bryan Count;y do not recetve salaries, the ma,yor 

1s usually the Justice of peace. The Justice of peace depend.a 

on feea and fines for hi• compeneation. For instance the Jus

tice of peace is guaranteed $100.00 per year and 1 f he makes 

mry more 1 t will be from hia percent of fines and tees that are 

collected. 

!able I for the fiscal year 1929 and 1930 gives the valil

ation of municipalities of Bryan County to be $5,443,570.00, 

appropriation 84.328.03 and the e1nk1ng fund to be $144,454.67. 

!he next f ve yea.rs there ls a decline in valuation o:f $2.014, 

188.00 and expendi turea of $40, 780.47_ eppronmately 30 percent 

less. 

Public expenditures for the ordinary ct1vit1es of gov-

5 



T L1il I 

COST OF WNICIPAL GOVER ENT 

Year Valuation l'oDriatlon s1n1c· ng Fund 

1929-1930 $5; 443, f110 $84,328.03 $~ 454.6'7 

1930-1931 5,374:,060 86,258.00 36,393.35 

1931-1932 5,039,061 81,090. 'Z'/ 36-, 446.20 

1932-1933 3,936,165 74,967.00 35,-874.44 

1933-1934 3,429,382 62,798.11 25, 3)4.22 

1934-1935 3,598,271 68,883.00 27,750.40 

1935-1936 4,138,338 59.721.49 23,529.07 

1936-1937 3, 301,803 59,323.91 23,394.67 

1937-19:58 3,.234,592 69,764.00 24,843 . 40 

Total $37, 49 S. 242 $648,133. 81 $277,890.42 

Tearl;y 
Average $4,166,138 72,0.u.a? $30,876.71 

ernment hav,e been reduced in a vast major! ty o! the tmmlc1-

pali ties of the nation. Operating cost in 1934 and 1935 rep

reaants from sixty to e1ght7 percent of the 1930 level. Re

duced salaries account for most f the coet tn local govern

ment . Personnel agencies, with a 2-3 percent cut 1n expendi

tures, are carrying an exceae load ov.er 1929 of 20 percent. 



TABL'l!l ll 

I X COST OF WNICIP.A.L GOVERNMENT 

Year Valuation .Appropriation Sinking Fund 

1929-1930 100 100 100 

1930-1931 99 102 82 

1931-1932 93 96 82 

1932-1933 72 88 81 

1933-1934 63 74 5'1 

1934-1935 66 82 62 

1935 .. 1936 76 ?l 63 

1936-1937 61 70 53 

1937-1938 59 83 56 

Total 689 766 626 

A.verage 76 85 69 

41"able II sbon Table- r in index form. The year 1929 and 

1930 wa.s used as a base. ch umber in a given column was found 

by di vi ding 1 t by the fir t m1n1ber 1n the eo lunn., taken from 

Table I. The sinking funi in 1938 was only 56 percent of what 

it was 1n 1930·. 

1tnternat1ona.l City- l.lanagera' A,asoe1at1on 1935 

? 



T L III 

AVERAG: U l'l' COST OF C ITT GOVE,. . ENT 

Year V UllM.on .Appropriation nking Fund 

1929-1930 $680,446. 25 $19, 541.00 $5,556.83 

1930-1931 671,757. 50 10, 782.25 4,549 . 17 

1931-1932 629,882. 62 10,136.28 4,555 .. 78 

1932-1933 492,020. 62 9,495.75 4, 484.10 

1933-1934 4~,673.75 . 7 , 8 .9;75 3,150.53 

1934-1935 449,784.12 8,610 .37 3,468.80 

1935-193G 517,292. 7 465.19 2,841.13 

1936-1937 422,725. 38 ?,415 • ..19 2,934.33 

1937-1938 404, 3.?A. 8,772.50 ~.105.45 

Total il,14, 696, 905. 49 ' 81,068.59 $34,636. 32 

Average 521,879 . 39 $9,007.62 $3,848. 48 

!able II and I.Il show that ftx the ,enr-s 1934 to 1939 

there ts a gradual but trregular i ncre e in expenditures, an 

average inereaee ot . proximately 2 percent while 1n 1938 the 

Yaluat1on 1s $24. 349.00 lees than the Taluation of 1934. 
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TABLE I V 

TOTAL COST Alf.D PER CAPI'l'A COS! OF CITY 

tear 

1929-1930 

1920-1931 

1931-1932 

1932-1933 

. 193~1934 

1934-1935 

1935-1936 

1936-1927 

1937-1938 

'l' t . 

Yearly 
-verage 

Total Cost 

$128,782.70 

122,651.36 

117,536.47 

111,841.44 

88#002. 33 

96,633. 40 

8:3, 250 .56 

82,719 . 58 

94,607. 40 

926,.024. 24 

$102,891.58 

Per Capita -Cost 

$11.93 

11.36 

10.89 

10.36 

8.15 

8.95 

7,71 

7 . 66 

8. 85 

85.86 

$9.54 

'!'he second column of T~ble IV a.holf8 the per capita cost 

fro~ 1929 to and including 1938. The p . ulatton of 1930 is 

used. for each year, the tot 1 population for Bryan County 'uni

eipa.l tie being 10, 794. ~ In 1~29, the per ca.pit.; coc t for city 

and town goYernmen.t was $11.93 and in 1934 1t was $8. 15, a de-

2united States report 1939, Vol. I. p. 882 



Cline of $3,. 78 per person. From 1929 to 1939, there was a per 

capita loss of 3. 08 or a yearly loss of 0 .34. 

In 1932, the per capita cost of city and town government 

of the United State a was $11. 21 . A total leYy of the general 

property and averege rate per $100 . 00 of the a.aseased. valuation 

wa.s 69 mills . 3 The per e13:pita co t in Bryan County fi r the 

same riod was $10 . 89 er $0 . 32 per capita. cost under that !or 

the nation. 

3n.nanc1a.l and St tistic of State and Iccal Govtt . 1932, p . 14, 
6Z? • . 
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numben and per cepita Ct}ijt in .wound m,mbers.. In 1938 .. the 

total cost of City govemne11t wa.s only 73 percent o :f what 1 t 
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(H!,1\PTER UI 

COST OF lfC)'ffiSHIP oovanllttENT 

After long yeari of cm:1trovaray involving the pass~ of 

laws, a cons.ti tut.ion.al ainendment, and cou.rt decision., our town. ... 

ship g0:vernrnent .has been abo,Ushed.. The final step wd taken 

"by the 1933 s•s~ion of the legislature by eimpl;r ab&lishi ~ the 

last rem.ai'ni:o.g township offiee and transferring the powers and 

duties of thel:le offteeli to the corre!tlpOnding county offi-ce. 

Wa find the appropriation for townships still going on in 

Jryan. County, therefore tt will be necessary to include them 

tn this study. 

1.rable VI .shows tb.s v~nat!on, awropr1at1on, ~aint:enanee 

and sinki.ng fund,, with the total cost, and the total average 

cost for the ntn.e :,ears pert.ad from 1929 to 1939. In 1929. the. 

valuation W.a.s $16., 112, 648 .. 00. :&Torti 1929 to 1932, there was a 

aver~ loss of valus.tion pel" yef:fr of $3,079,986.00. Tb:&re was 

wt mo.eh var!a.t:!.on fr,an 1932 t'O 1938 from th~ 1932 level. 

Xn 1930, the apprcpr:lntion was $19. 048. 69, and in 1932~ 

U was $4,.,687.52,. a losr.J of' $14,361.17 or 75 percent. !here 

was no maintenance fu..11d after the fiscal yee:r 1931. and 1932. 

•• $inking fund show$ an a.'ltere.ge yearly gain from 1929 

~d the three years following to be $170.58. Jn 19.34,. there 

was a. decided up tu.ru, and the next year there wae a. gain o.f 

12 



~.ilH.E VI 

V,'lll11iTI0lT AND EYJ?11N-un:i.m:ms 0:lf TOWNSHIPS 

Year Valuation Appropriation Maintenru.1ce Siru~ir,ig li'und 

1929-30 $16,112,004 $19,048.69 $23,618.13 $2., 727.00 

1930-51 1:3, 034, 5 'Zl 17,915.80 24,033.12 3,824.12 

1931•32 11~663,447 16, 198 •. 58 21, 593.0:!J 5,823.18 

1932-33 ·4, 793,?39 4,687~52 3,409.2($: 

' 
193Z-M 5,062, l.91 4., 650.92 3,348.54 

1934-35· 5,022,552 4,680.00 5,907.70 

1935'--36 4,175,060 4,269.54 lOt ";Z7.:!l 

1936-37 4,481,176 6,157.24 6,52!?.76 

1937"".38 4,021,00S 6,110.42 5,384.02 

'l'otal $$8, 356, 394 $83,818.28 $69.190.28 $44,188.89 

Yearly-
Average $7,585.154 $9.313.19 f/,,687.81 $4,909.87 

Table VII I shows the total yearly e~endt tures of tow-.aships 

In 1930, the per eapi. ta e.oet was $2.07.. and. :l:n 1932, the per 

capita cost was only $0.37, a loss of $1.60 or 77 percent.. Ia 

13 



l929-30 $1. 464., 789 .•. 4,') $1,731 .. 69 t}Z,147.10 $247 91 . , 
1930•31 l,, 184, 95?.00 lt628.?0 a~l:84.83 347.64 

·1931•32 1i060,,3l3. 36 1,472.59 1,958.12 347.5$ 

1932-33 435, 794 .• 45 426 .. 14 009'.93 

1933 ... 34 460,199.18 431 .. 90 ®4.41 

1934-35 45.&,695.63 425.45 455 •. 24 

1935-36 379,559.99 388 .. 14 930.68 

1935 ... 31 407, 379 .. 63 559.74 ro:2.5a 

1937-48 364,119.81 555~49 489.45 

~tal $$,214,217.65 $7,.619 .. 8$ $6,:209.0t $4.017.17 

Avv.age 
average $6., 904.&& $845.65 $-598 .. 89 $44G.3$ 



Te 

1929-·1930 

19~1931 

1931-1932 

19-32-1933 

1933-1934 

1934-1935 

1935-1936 

1936-1937 

1937-1938 

Total 

.a.verQ€e 
average 

A. 2.518 

B. 2,368 

c. 1, 8$ 

TABLE Vlll 

S OF TOWN'SHl PS A.ND PER CA.PITA. COST 

Total Coet Per Capt ta Coet 

$-45,393.82 

45,773.04 

41,560.79 

8,096.78 

8,099.46 

10,587.70 

14,606.86 

11,685.00 

11,494.44 

$197,197.89 

$21, 910.8? 

'l'ABLE IX 

fOWISRIP FORJU'rIOI 1930 

D. l,629 G. 2,975 

B. 2,436 

1 .. 

J. 2,?09 

x. 1,185 

$2.0? 

2.08 

1.98 

.$7 

.3' 

.49 

.67 

.59 

.. 53 

$9.15 

$1. 02 

lfo tal 21,. 473 

1,185 

15 



fh.e specific counties e.r® created a11d. the1.r boundad.ee 

defined 'by the co1:tstitutio1'h 1 The eons ti tut ion provided :£or the 

creation of new eounties and the alteration or e:d.et1ng ezyI·mt1-es. 

All taxes are to be ~vied and collected by general laws, and. 

for pU:blie purpos.e only. 

auto Ueense tax and gasoline tax. 

Ni valorem. ta.xee ere collected locally from levies applied 

in the county. 

'lwenty pereent of the gross product.ton tax is gt ven to the 

counties tn which the production oc"3ttts, half &f the ano'Wlt to 

be used for. comm.on schools of the counti, find half for conatnc

tion and maintenance of county bighwayi;:J.2 

S1xty percent of the present tiX!lto license tax is usign.ed 

to the county trea$'ll.I'8 for construction and maintenance, with a 

provision the;t a; .!3Um ~ tc, 15 percent of' all the lioenee 

fees collect:ed in i1u::orporated .eitieg and towns is to ·tie given 

to the et ty treasuret a.a their alw.re to ba spent as a e1 t;r 

t t .lC'.u.:t3 • l:"ee .. ui1-'tl\h 

lOJdaho~a Oonst1tut1on, A,rt. 17' 

2s.sston Laws 19.35. Art.. 4 
3 

Session Laws 1933" Art •. 113 

16 



and bridge purposes. 

·!he tirse:nls relief penal.on is provided for:, trom the 

state .fbe insurance tax enoni e.ittes and tctm:1$, but· it has· 
. ' 

not been of importance: up to the plresent tim&. 

Wable X shows tbe st't(t..l'."·~a and emo1.u:,J~ of raone1 ret~d tJ) 

iry:an C'OUUt.y· :for Nads and relief, frQtil tbe •~t.e·., ,Or tm 
.f'fsc·~l y&d ,ending 19301 t.he atttomo'b-11.e -1d. VthiC:le· ta.a~ t'.hat 

we~ .'8tUl"aed to the county for roads •~• $29,. 766. U. . ln UZB, 

· t-1:u!H;a taxes ~untied ta $1S,ro9.17 o,:, a leas o.f $11.555.52 from 

th$ anount retumed.. tn 1930 • 

.. ;.,. 

~WJ.tf for roads ano\intefl tt) $47, ~. n · anii in 193$ this tax 

'1M $42,. 866 .. 29.. f.ber:e wae a loti$ of $4, 596.42 1n the gasoline 

ta.."f !,n 19J8 from what it was in 1930. 

k 1930, the one fonrth ~111 ad valorem t.u anou:at•f.. ta 

t4,.ZS& .. G.B .and tu 1938, 1.t ~ $80.21.. 11:he ad valOl"ern tax la 

1938 was onlF 18 percent of wh~t it was in 1930,. 

fh& old .age assistance: •~ooait.w.-~~ in 1937 ~untsd. to 

$127,.851.00 i-.nd in l.938, thet were $229, 948.00.. 

$li&49.00 was spent in 1937 t'O asstat. the 'bllnd;. .tor tbts 

purpose, $7, 584. 00 l'ia.s opent in 1938. 

17 
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Souree . 1929-1930 1930-1931 1931-1932 1932 ... 1933 1936-1934 

-----------------------------~,,q~-,,;.~--;;-,,.._.,-.~~~ 
$29,7(}5.19 $30,05!3.76 $16,637.76 $17,701. $17,641.16 

Gast11ine Tax 47.562 •. 71 51,584.85 41,398.88 31,905~3? 22,Gl0.41 

t Mill 

Val. 

Direct Relief 

Old Ag:e Assist. 

Dependent Ghil. 

1934-1935 

$18,404.83 

37,58B.8l 

201.25 

9,226.56 

4, :36G. l7 3, 917.4') 

193fi-l9.36 

61,328.06 

542.114 

12?, 851.00 

1,849.00 

15,441.00 

1937-1938 

$18, ZJ9.67 

42,866.29 

80.21 

229, 9,1s.oo 

48,827.00 



$15,441.00 •as sPent on dependent children in 1937 i~d in 

l.938, this fund was increased t:o $48,872.00. 

·There was an: aver.3ga gain per year> of $29.,548.59 or a. total 

gain 0:f $265,937 .3S for the nine: y.ears period. Eighty two 

percent of the money :returned to the c.ou.nty in 19'38 was s:ptM1t 

the average. yearly mounts spent by eaeh. The a.dva1orem tax 

for the st.at.e gov.e:rnment wa$ abol:tshetl after the !iscaU veer 

the state amouJ1ted to apprO":dmately one-th!~d of tbe ·sum raised 

b;y the general property ta.x. The &nount i,pent from the general 

thoite of 1930. 



1930-1931 

1931-1932 

192\2-1933 

Mo11ey 
J:l.et'\U':n:ad. 

to th~ lfownships 
county 

61, 954 .. 04 41,560. ?9 11'7,. 536.47 44$/710.4:l 

55., 156.71 

19~6-1937 217,. 74,9.30 11,685.00 82), 718.58 

1937-1~38 3471 634. 96 11,494.44 94,007.40 

General. 
Property 

fax 

20 

1S9,!38S.l4 

73,27$.24 

221, '774. 88 

18.l, 109.48 

133,45$.00 

126., 398.92 

$1, 085, 216. 38 $19'7, 197. 89 $926, 024. 84 $216', 584. 94 $1., 572. 587. 2£ 

$12.0,579.59 $21,910.87 $102,891.58 $24,064.99 $174,731.91 



1929-1930 

1930-1931 

1931-193?. 

1932-1933 

1933-1934 

1934-1935 

1935-1936 

1936-1937 

1937-1938 

fotal 

Aitel'ag:e 

J;Ion~ 
lleturned 

to the ~ownnthlpe 
County 

100 100 

105 101 

76 92 

$8 18 

52 18 

80 23 

156- 32 

26? ·a, 

426 25 

1,330 435 

l.47 48 

lO(J 100 

95 101 · 

91 '72 

87 74 

69 

75· 

65 

64 

73 

719 347 

80 :39 

General · 
Property 

!BX 

100 

71 

29 

88 

74 

85 

72 

53: 

50 

627 

70 

21 



1929-1930 

1920-1931 

l.931-1,932 

1932-193$ 

1933 ... 19114 

195,1,-19:35 

1935-1936 

1936-1937 

1937-1"938 

Total 

Average 

WilLE XIII 

nJ. CAPIT'.A COST OF CITY. f()ftSRIP., A!,'lJ) eoumr 
(1,0\rei~'t!lilN'J! 

City 

$11.93 $2 •. 07 

11.35 2.os 
10 •. 89 l.98 

10 .. 36 .z, 
8.,15 .3'1 

a..95 .49 

7.71 .a, 
1.66 .59 

e.ss .53 

$85 .. 86 $9.15 

$9 .• 54 ctit o~ <jl .... ·'"' 

22 

$15.48 

12..,aa 

6-.,29 

12.89 

10.69 

13.00 

14.3? 

16.36 

22 .. 12 

~124 .. 02 / . . . . 

$13.7$ 



~'-~ ,., '@-,·------------------~------~--:'"-· ---

1929-19~:l) 

1930-1931 

1931-1922 

1(132-1933 

1933-1934 

1934-1935 

1935 .... 1936 

Total 

f':rom the 1930 level. :ithe 

$519. 037. 31 

443,206.75 

397,091.53 

406,289.70 

445t609.78 

$3, 97 2, 117. 40 

r,441, 34;8.04 

$24.17 

15.78 

15.12 

18.49 

18.92 

a:).75 

~.01 

~,i t0, cr,st for eo,mty govern-



________________ ,,.._ -----------------
1929-1930 

19zo .... 19z1 

1951-1932 

1932--1933 

1933-1934 

1934-1935 

l935-l936 

l936-lg3' 

1937-1:938 

Tottil 

J.,verag~ 

100 

99 

65 

80 

63 

112 

765 

85 

24 

24 

16 

21 

15 

1?9 

~,O 

to end lne'!:1.1ding 19381 e:x:ce'pt tsi,xes fo.r !lltate govern".llent which 

was d.lsco:ntim2ed after 1933. There the per ca11ita cost h also 

oho,.,m. Jfhe incre13J;;e 1.11 go.ven:m1ent expenditures tn 1938 was 

$61,098.41 more t:tlrn:n it w:M'.l in l9M. I:n 1s:;o, the per capita 



cost was $24.17 and in 193.8 it was $27.0l, which represe:nta 

'.fable XV ehor:s the index cost of the county,. city. state., 

cost of government in 1932 was only 65 percent of what it v1tJ.s 

1n 1930. In 1938 the cost of gev.arnment 1:,as 112 or 12 points 



The: constitution authorizes the legislatu.l"'e to establish 

and maJ.nta.tn a system of free pu.blic schools, including a. sys

ten of ttseparate schoolstt for 1iegrt\ childl.-en. •1 Su.ch district& 

are d.eelared to be uoodies eorpo.rate<l3 and to pc,ssess the usu.al 

ad.vantage of the abov,e and a..t present there are seventy school 

dhtri cts in the county. 

Schools receive their fina'1e'ial support :from the :f'ollov11ng 

sources: ail va.lorem levy~ gro.ss production tax, bee:r te..x, per-

eounty-. 

fbe gross production ta-it is a levy of 3/4 of l percent on 

too valu.e of certain Mineral ores, and 5 percent on. oil ood ga.e 

l .. ' ' . ' - ' ' .· ..... ·. . ' 
Constitution of Oklahoma J..:rt. 13, See~ lS 



produced in the state. !en perceat of this total revenu.e itt 

given to the cottnty in which it occurs. for aid of the COUlL~on 

achoo l *1.nii. 2 

!he beveraee aales and lieemi ta;,; (s. tax o-f $2.50 per 

barrel, license tax of' $1,000.00 on man.u!aetu:rers, $260.00 on 

the wholesalers, an¢! $100 .oo on the· l.'eta.i ler of beer) were 

first provided. for by the 1933 lo:gislature.. Ninety :fi.ve per

.aent of this tax was diverted to. a C0!,1rt1on school fund to be 

distributed on the seholas.tie em:uneration base. In 1935,. this 

fttud war, distributed in the saine was as the Primary A.id F.md. 3 

:f?'am the sale of land granted to the state by the ne,tional 

govemnent., and t~t 000, 000 granted tn lieu of land 1n the 

Indian Te:rrcitory. This income is apportioned monthly by the 

Comrnisdoners of' the LP-...nd Of!lee $:!10ng the districts of the 

state.4 

!he i•coneolide.tion and Union. Graded Fund'* is g_tven to 

union grwied and cnnsolidateo. scho-ole. under certain. eondi tton.s 

to encour~e the movement. 

Seventeen percent of the sales tax from 1933 to 1935 went 

2Sesa!on LtllVB i935., Art. 4. 

3ocp .. cit .. 1933-1935 

· 4state Legislature 1931 ee-.ssion laws 

27 



1935 to 19:!5 to reduce ad valorem taxes, in 1935 l ~ wat , to be 

pl~ced in the state treasure ae a.id to local. schools and should 

thecr~after be awz·oprlated by the leeislat-.).re. 5 

ln l9Z5, the le~h:la.ture appropd.at.acl $15~ 400,000.00 to 

be e,;pend.e4 by 1937., The gOJ'lt&. were o:t two types, frime.ry and 

Seeond.ary .t..:td. 

lrimEWY Aid is to suppleir.,ent districts w:1 th funds for the 

pa,.vment of teacher's salaries. d! .. strtbutl.on being 11ia.d&. -on the 

basis of a. salary schedule; and the ~-1t1eationa of the teacher. 

Seeo •ey Atd: is granted to sehoo 1 dtsti·1cts who 'f()te the 

10 m111 ·:ieq., and their ~otal funds inclwllyg· p~y aid will 

not msdntt'tin a tn1ninrum seho.ol. a These: fun.di ms.'Y' be With held. 

5seisio~·le.wa· 1933 

6pr1mary_ana Secondary A.id i\tll~tin. 

28 



1sa29-oo 
1930..,31 

1931•32 

193M3 

19~34 

1934-36 

l93f5,.36 

1936..-37 

1937-38 

AV~:ra.ge 
yearly 
cost 

l?ASLE XVI 

W?ilWI'l'OllllS IDR WHI.'.fli SCiiOOLS FROM THE 

!DCAL GEID!JRUi FaOPEBTY 1.fAX 

$17, 833,$85,. 60 

1a.ozi., 436.oo 

12, 774. 973 .. 0() 

11., s~., 897 .oo· 

11, 949,, 897 .oo 

12. '123,325.00 

11. 994, 00$.00· 

8~ 839, 005 .. 00 

a. 3?9,, 7?9". oo 

A,ppropriation S1*1ng 
li\md 

$300 •. 269.07 $le,!96.-09 

303.004.83 74,$31.99 

29'.fit 907 .. lO ?2;578.'70 

265,7.22 .. 34 ?2,800 .. Z, 

235, oos. 6'Z 91,,922.-48 

244,185.2.1 66-,973 .. 90 

172,152.19 aa,$43.&4 

11a,sza .• 1s 76;;954 .. 70 

175,232.65 ?S,854.~ 

Btl.ilflin& 
Fund 

$2,720.00 

2,052.00 

7~232.00 

l.Sl..00 

1,126.00 

S,531 .. 00 

60t509.00 

51,598 .. 00 

~,755 ... QO 

!able m shows the valuation, ~I'°opr-iation,- sinkin~ f'ffl!J.d 

and tlw building fund set up 1n the scho-ol budgets of )ryan Gount7 

from 19-29 t& and including 1938, also the a:iter~ exp~nd! tures 

tor the nine J'.e"al"s. All of· the ,avea.ge e,~ens~& e~,pt the build

lng ftmd are greater th.mi they we-re tn 1930. 

29 



Year 

1929-1930 

1930-1931 

1931-19!32 

1932-1933 

1933-1934 

1934-1935 

1935-1936 

1936-1937 

1937-1938 

Total 

.A.verage 

T.Al\LI mr 
I ID . COST FOR mllTE SC!IOOLS FR<lt '!'HE 

G RAL PROP 'fi TAI 

Valuation 

100 

101 

72 

78 

67 

?'l 

67 

50 

47 

653 

'73 

.Appropriation 

100 

101 

98 

86 

78 

81 

57 

57 

58 

718 

BO 

Sinldng 
Fund 

100 

84 

82 

82 

106 

76 

98 

87 

89 

804 

88 

Building 
Fund 

100 

76 

-z, ' 

6 

41 

31 

225 

897 

939 

2342 

260 

Table XVII shows the index cost o! schools from ne7 

ra1aed by local taxation. The Taluation in 1938 wa1 only 47 

percent of the 19'30 Taluation; the aver-age valuation we.a only 

73 pereent o t the 1930 valustion. 

The appropriation for o eration in 1938 was 42 pereent less 

than the 1930 appropriation. The average appropriation for the 

30 



1929-30 

1931-32 

1934-35 

1937-38 

Total 
Averai,;e 
yearly 
eost 

V•vel, but 

White 

$391,285 .. 16 

379,594.82 

374, '717. 80 

388,703.61 

051 .. 10 

319, 6.90 .11 

300,803.45 

XVIII 

level. 

SCHOOLS 

$16~9'78.00 

16,342.32 

ll, 84S.C2 

l.l,871 .. 93 

13,407.43 

11,301.43 

18, 87 

13,461.74 

12, 65~~-46 

$126:, 109. BO 

1933, e.nd in 1938~ 



1929 ... 193:0 

1930-1931 

lt3l-1932 

1932-1933 

1933-1934 

1934-1935 

19zs,..;19zs 

1936•1937 

1937-1938 

White 

100 

97 

96 

87 

84 

82 

73 

lOO 

9'6 

70 

70 

79 

67 

108 

79 

7S 

went into the building fti.tnd t'roa 1929 to 1,939 was 43 tfml!ts that 

O,;:' 1933. 

'.fable XVIII shows the total expend! t.~res for th~ wh1 te and. 

n~o erchools. ~em 1929 to 1939, as they were 1;et up in the, 

32 



:me.rnings Sec... 16t 
!'36 

Gross Prod. 11.'ax 

leverage Tax 

171' Grose Jfrod. 

lbndst Warrants 

Feder al Funds 

1929 ... 30 

$6~ 6,"'.:i8.€S 

24,170.76 

40,10$.00 

1-sso-:u 1931-za 

!lllllilalt~::,K~\
L l B lt A Il ~ 

SEP 231919 

193~S 

------------------$P, &'38 •. 68 $7,840.00 

25,753~50 22,. 764.25 

45, 5-11 .. 00 38,.9$7 .. 00 

7,780 •. 29 

$5,,549 • .32 

15,18~ .. 25 

45,912.00 

13,94~.77 

18.,497 .. 70 

14.542.81 

10,342.lt 

46.505.Si 

18,053-61 

26.,665.61 

30,0$9.44 

eatimt:ltM by the school boards and approve(! by, the county e~ise boa.rd. 

f11e toti~l cost for white s.ehoolo from this eouree was ~,037,. 9179.2,3 and 

'\\P in 1930, an1 tor: negro acliools H wa~ 75 pereEint of th~ir oost .in 

1930.. The n;ve?:"9ge yearly cost for nogro schools wa..':I 82 percent of what 

it wa.e !n 1930. 

O O ~-

.) -; 0 
0 0 o O o 

0 t., O O 0 

0 
oo 

0 0 
ot. 0 0-0 ooo 

• 0 - '· b O ._ I.. 0 



TABL1t .m 

SOURCE OF MOrf'.mY lUil'ru:ru:mro TO TflH COtnJTY FOR lWUOATIOl<T 

1934-1935 1935-19,36 1936-1937 1937-1938 

Beverage Tax 

aoi Sales Tax 

Income Tax 

$10,867.95 $13,683.51 $18,934.39 $16,214.40 

54,205.93 

i; !;;!. ~ ValOl'EmJ Tax l, 730.12 

See. 16; 36 19,649. 22 

618.35 

·21, 147.58 

17:' Gross Prod. Tax 72,119.42 172,750.00 

29,705.'11 

119,.16 

17. 754.84 

12,239.82 

15,980.02 

18,798.95 

Federal lnmds 17,598.63 

Aid Bill 92 

Income Correcti 011 

Freight Cal' Tax 

General Rev. Aid 

Total 

39,309.00 

29,705.?l 

2,411.64 

179, 94S.16 282, 121.03 

fable XX and XXI shows the source, and amount of money returned 

to the county b-001 the st®,te to be spent in :Bryan County for education 

from 1929 to 1939. ·T.b.e total amount sent down to the county in 1900 

was $68" 284. 7S, and in 1938 it amounted to $362, 952.9:5 .. 



1929-1930 

1930-1931 

1931-1932 

. 1932-193:3 

1933-1934 

1934-,-1935 

1936-1937 

1937-1938 

Ad Valorem 

$391,285.16 

379,594.82 

.374,717.80 

338.,703.61 

330,057.10 

319,690.11 

300,883.45 

283.84.-2.35 

$3,037,979.23 

$337,553.25 

Returned 
To Oount;y 

$68~384.76 

77, 903 •. 18 

75,766.54 

81,189.01 

168,082.47 

221,783.76 

261,773.54 

362.952.95 

$lt 525,955.75 

$169,550.64 

$16.,978.00 

16,342.32 

11,849.00 

11,871.93 

13,407.43 

11,301.43 

13,451.74 

12,652.46 

$126:, 109.80 

$14,. 012. 20 

'fhe total a.7i'!ount of money set up in the esttmateif ant1 the total 

amount of money returned to the county from the state h shown in 

Table XXII. 

fable JOOU shows, that in 1938 the amount of money returned 

to the count;r was 5. 32 times the amount returned to th.a county ia 

1930. 

tL'able mv shows the total t:.:im:ount of !1'.loney spent for education 

in the eounty, also the anount raised by local taxation., and the 
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1929-1900 

1930-1931 

1931 ... 1932 

1932 ... 1933 

1933 ... 1934 

1934-1935 

19&> .... 1936 

1936-1937 

1937-1938 

fatal 

100 

97 

96 

86 

S-i 

82 

82 

77 

73 

777 

86 

Money retunied 
fl). 'fhe County 

100 

114 

111 

119 

325 

005 

383 

amount returned to the county, from tho state from 1929 to 1939. 

100 

96 

70 

70 

; ·n 
&7 

108 

79 

75 

83 

the percent o.f money x·a!sad from local taxation~ and the amount 

returned to the county from the state oi' the total e1noun.t spent for 

educat:1011 within the county is shown in table ttf. In 1930, the per

cent of money returned to the county ef the total amount spent for 

education was 14 pe:resnt and. in 1938 it was: 55 pe.:rcent. 1.fb.e average 

percent er the money returned to the county was 31 while the average 

36 



Year 

1929-19~ 

1930"":1931 

1931•1932 

1932-1933 

1933-1934 

1934-1935 

i9$5-l9Z6 

1936~1937 

1937 .... 1938 

A.d Valorem 

$408,263.16 

395,937.14 

386,567.42 

350,575.54 

343,464.53 

330,,991.54 

33?,459.70 

314,335.19 

~et494.a1 

$3,164,089.03 

$359, 565.44 

Ret:u.rnad. 
To County 

$68,284 .. 76 

7"7;903,18 

7.5,766.54 

81,169.01 

168,082.47 

221;783.76 

2611773.54 

362,952.95 

$1" 52.5, 955. 70 

$169, .550 .. 64 

Total 

$476,547.92 

473,840.32 

462,333 •. 96 

431, '?64.55 

511,,547 .. 00 

545,669.14 

576,108.73 

659,447.76 

$4, 690, 044,. 78 

$521,116.08 

percent of iooney set up in the local bud.get was 69. T'ne trend. 

1 s very de :finite. s.wa.1 from local ~port for education .. 

!able ,otVI shows the average de.Uy attendance in :Bry-a.n 

County fl-om 1929 to 1939 of the white nnd negro schools. The!"~ 

was a gain for the county in aveT~e daily attendance of 3,452 

in 1938 over that tn 1930 or 2, 515 for the average, a.v$r·age 

daily at.tend.a.nee for the nine years more than that of 1930. 
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1929-1930 

1930-1931 

1931-1932 

1932-1933 

1933 ... 1934 

1934-1935 

1935-1936 

1935-1937' 

1937-1938 

SPJJNT liOR. 

EDUOATlOE' 

86: 

34 

84 

81 

67 

60 

62 

55 

45 

624 

a.9 

Money Ratu:rmed 
ire County 

14 

l6 

16 

19 

31 

·1l'h.e index of the average daily attendrtnce is shown 1n table 
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Yeo.r 

1929-1930 

1930-19!31 

1931-1932 

1932-1933 

1933-l934 

19.34,,,1935 

1935-1936 

1935-1937 

1937-1938 

!otal 

Aver~e 

TJU!LE lm'I 

A VERAG:Bl DAILY ATT'EnmiJ\TClll 

Wtdte 

6, 2.38 

6,511 

5,888 

7,249 

'i\ 280 

6,884 

7,310 

7,388 

9,620 

64,368 

7,319 

lJegro 

296 

260 

323 

Z33 

368 

Z03 

319 

319 

366 

2,875 

319 

County 

6.534 

6,~l 

6,211 

?,682 

7,640 

7.,187 

7,617 

'7,107 

9,986 

67,243 

7,471 

average daily attendance of 1930, ~nd tlte e;irera~e, average da:U;v 

attenda.l'l.ce waas '1.14 times that of 1930, The attend.a.nee for the 

white sehooltt ahows a a,.>Tee,ter increase th~t1. that of the negro 

schools. 

Table XXVIII e:hows th.a school population for Bryan Cau;nty 

from 1929 to 1939. In 1?30• the negro population ,,;ra.s 4£7, and 

the a.'11et>age popul~ti.o:n for the nine ;irear(; was 44'1, -e. lot;S of 20. 



1929-1930 

1930-1931 

1931-1932 

1932-193.'3 

1933-1934 

1954-1935 

1936-1937 

100 

104 

94 

116 

ll.7 

110 

117 

118 

154 

1,030 

114 

100 

88 

109 

113 

124: 

102 

104 

108 

124 

108 

<-}ounty 

100 

104 

95 

116 

11'? 

n.o 
117 

118 

153 

114 

The average poI:Julatton. :for the white$ shows a galn o :f 621 over 

the 1930 populat:i.on. 

Table XXIX shows the index school population for tlle wh.1s tes, 

neiR;TO, awi county. ':rhe a:ver~e inc;rease in school population for 

Table XXX sho,iffl th@ percent of the average daily attendance 

:for tll,e wh:i.te, negro and eom,.ty of the sehool population. The 

aver·age percent for the ,7hite.•s ,:laU.y a.vera_ge attendance of the 
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y~ 

1929-1930 

lQ30 ... l93l 

19$1 ... 1932 

1932 .... 1935 

1£/33-1934 

l93'tr lS35 

1935...:I.936. 

19$-1937 

1937~1938 

'fABLE Ut!XlI 

SCHOOL POJ:UUTJOlii' 

Uhite 

l0_.9f35 

llp333 

11, 75$ 

11,652 

11.885 

ll,919 

l.l,485 

111 sea 

111518 

104~ 191 

tt.577 

Negro 

4$7 

443 

414 

458 

473 

.44:fl 

431 

4i3 

·.465 

·4;022 

.w,· 

11.446 

11,323 

ll/174 

.12:tU9 

12, l.10 

12,358 

1;;?, 361. 

12,171 

.11,923 

l08t123 

12,013 

&cliool population was 62 and tor tlle ne.,groes ll percent. The 

ave:itage :per-cent ftJr tl:le county tiras 62,. a ga.:in of four points, 

ft-0111 •t it was in 19!'30 •. 

Table. UXI $b;,\VS the total cost an.cl cost per student in 

average tldly a,ttendenae :rot eil®ntion in the emmt7. 

!he a-ve:r.age cost for ~du.et.1,tion ha9 increased $65,678.15 
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Y-eat- lhtte lffgt"O O&unt;y 

1929-1930 100 100 1-00 

1900-1931 103 ~5 99 

1931;-..1932 107 94 103 

'.1932-1933 106 ·~ 106 

l933"".lt34 108 101 106 

1934-1935 109 96 108 

1935-1936 105 92 10S 

1936-1937 107 102 106 

1937-1SZ8 105 ,86 104 

'rotal 9$0 S6.4 940 

.Averag-e 106 f6 104 

fol" th$- :nt::ne 7ears over the anonnt sp&nt tn 1930. tn 1930, tbEl 

co,st per student in average daily attendance was $72:.93 and in 

l:938 it was $66.03. The av.,.ag& coat per student in average dai.ly 

attendance from, 1929· to 1939 was $70,05, a. de~li:ne .of $2.ss. 



"~~.>Ii..,;~ 4:.;.,.. ,tT,.~J..J!r,'!l~ 

1:Y,i.Ji 

·58· 

43 

.rt;• 

·18· 

71 

••.1_1··n·w. i. 1 a'iJi:Njf.1_1~:.mwr:.~r .. ,,.-,_•--~,,- ... :_, c tX· 



COST 

Cost Per Student Cost in 
lYtd 1:r .h. t t 1'.ElU.Si.J.1CO 

~----------------------------------
1030-l~J 31 

1·:? :31-1932 

l93Z-1933 

1931.-1935 

1935-1936 

1936-193'7 

Total 

$476,547.92 

473., 840. 32 

4.62, 3.33. 96 

511~547.00 

545,669.14 

576,108.73 

659,447.76 

$4,690,034.68 

$532,226.07 

69.98 

76.91 

71.53 

74.75 

136.03 
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cBA.PTma n 
OONCWSIOilT 

'l'he total eoet of education in :Bryan County is 50.4 per

cent of the total ai.uount spent :f'or education and gqvernment. 

In 1938, the amount of money turned to the county for eda

-cet1on from the state ,vn.Jil 55 percent of the total amou..,it spe.nt 

for education. 

Tb.ere 1$ a definlte trend from the general property tax 

to other sources for $1.l.:ppo:rt for -education and government. 

Altho11€h the total cost of edueation i $ increa.s1:ng. the 

cost per student in a:ver~ daily attendance is deereasing due 

to a, greater a.ver8t,1?0 daily attendance. There is an average d.e

creue in cost per student in average daily attendance of $0.32 

)?el" yee;r. 

!he aver0t:~ co-st for etty government :from 1929 to 1939 WQS 

ao. 2 percent leH than it eost for the fi&cll>l year ending 1930 .• 

·IJ!he avel'age pe:r CG{)i ta cost for government in the county 

from 1929 to 1939 was $3.63 les,s th.an the per ce;plta cost in 

1930,. 

There was an average 1:nerease 1n per capita co-st per- year 

of $2 .. 91 from 1931 to 19\&9 !or county governuent. 

The average. a:z1ount of money returned to the county from the 

state from 1929 to 1939 for gevGnune:n.t 1'/::':\S 147 percent of the 

total amQunt returned to the county in 1930 for governnent. 
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Year 

1929-1930 

1930 ... l93l 

1931-1932 

1932-1933 

1933 ... 1934 

1934-1935 

1935-1936 

1936-1937 

1937-1938 

'fatal 

.:\"l.re:r~e 

!l:A13U1 XXX'.U 

TOTAL COST FOR E.!JUCATlON A!® OOVJRN'v1En'l1 

l1if J3RYAN COUNTY 

Cost of Gov. 

$519~ 037. 31 

515;9'36.32 

339,037.94 

443. 206.75 

324,853.3~ 

397,091.53 

406,289.40 

445,609.78 

580,.135.72 

$3,972,198.40 

$441,355.36 

Cost of Edilth 

$476,, 547.92 

473. 840 •. 32 

462,333.96. 

431, 7'64:. 55 

511,547.00 

652,775.30 

645., 659. l.4 

576,102.73 

859;447.76 

$4,c690~034.68 

$521, 114. 96 

'fetal 

$995,585.23 

990,776.64 

801,371.90 

874,971.30 

836,400.35 

i49, 866.83 

951,958.84 

11021, 718.51 

l, 239,583.48 

$8, 662, 233. OS 

$962,470.34 

'!'able XXXII shows tl:le total of edU:cation and govet1'11cent .from 

1929 to 1939. 

The ea$t for goveniment fl'om 1933 to 1939 h.~s i,nereased 

$21~476.40 more per year than the coat for education. 

The· average yearly co~t for education and government from 

1929 te 193.9 was less th~ the total cost for education and 

gove:rmi.ent in 1930. 
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lt ia :re&,li zed that this stnd.y has certain limi:tra.tions, 

since Bryan .County is only ont� <Jf the zevEmty seven countL.:;s 

of the State of' 01:::lahoma. 

lt is suggee;ted t.hat other stucli�s be ma.de of the other 

com1Me$ of the st.::1.te. 
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