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'E .r·T . I 

I . RODUC I i 

l 

Th purpose of this stud 

progro ~ in t io ·a ounty duri 

tllirtie. 

is to deter, ine educatio al 

the nin te n-hllll red 

The writer h ocou ied t e offioe of County uper-

intendent from October, 192~. up to the present ti 

and has had ample opportunity to observe conditions 

throughout th ,eriod or depres~ion, loh beg in 

October of 1g29. 

t 

The county ohos-n (Kio ) or study is one or the 

larger coun ies or Oklaho~ , cont· ining more th non 

t· ousand sq re ~iles 0£ territor and loca di the 

he rt ot Bcutb · st rn Okla.ho • Ib territory e br ~ 

is part of tbe ~dust b l' nd s such ha experience 

ruucb that ha been oommon to that ~r-at eation of th 

Unite State . 

It i pr dominantly n a, icultural eounty, one ot 

diversified farmin -nd u ent d to so~e d-gr by 

lie tock and poultry raisin n so~e uarry of 

native gr nite. 

In beginni g this tudy it i 

bea r in ind thet o e decade has passed sine the clos 

of t e \orl • ar and t t deoa e s · many rea ~ justm.ents 

in alttiost all lines of 1Wll endeavor nd us culminated 

by per h p ll eric .. '~ m.c t fantu tie peri od or inve t ent 



bling . It wa urins ht cad tl the reat c 

c idut ion ov ment, ,hie had begun 1n the 0 ding 

d c do , reach d its climax an t e cbool dist ict 

boun r1es re a ai reaching a t te or stabilit . 

School trn~s ort tion h Q 11 ady oen otor1ze4 

nd t o t:!ain h1 h · ys had b n ery li tly surfaced · i th 

a 1 s t t tb r voro bu routes cold be tr vule 

ven uri a 1ldly et ather. 

chool hou hud be~n uilt Jurin t 

pa 1od o~ eonsolid ~ion either to satisfy the ne s or 
con olidated districts or sin teas or many on 

t ·o room sohool3 to torest l any pos3ibility ot 

a~· rt of an adjace.t eonsolid te dis trict. hey ar 

or 1929 round t o ohools in~ bad~~ t of r p ir end 

p blic 1 tere tin eduction at a io\ e o, as us~ully 

g 

eo-s to be tho c seat t clo ot any prolonged p riod 

. or eas oney . ur1n uc Il riod a t en ven t.te un -

ca ed re . king muo oney nd living ~esily theres cs 

to b5 an inollnatio on the part or the .ubllc tot el 

that tiere is little need ot educational prt:paru .ion n 

o int~rest falls in 1nver e ratio to th n tb ot the 
' 

,oriod , slo ly t first , then mor rapldlj . 

T 1 oounty es very s·all Ero po ulvtio . our 
' gr do cbool ere a i ta1ned to 192< ena allot tJ:t.ese 

re locate in independent is rio~ , but supervised by 

the County uperint nd nt by utual a ·r o ·ent . 



The h1te schools consisted of six independent 

districts, containing each one four-year high school, 

to dependent districts each oontaining a four-year 

high school, three dependent districts each containing 

a two-year high school, thirteen dependent two-teacher 

schools and forty denendent one-teacher schools. 

3 

The County , .. as not ono tha t could qualify under the 

then existing set-up for State id in any l arge amount. 

The gener 1 financial status or the county in 1929 

nd all suco eding years w.s nd bas been good. There 

h s never be~n ny bonded indebtedness hanging over the 

County and its government hlis functioned on a cash basis. 

The population of the County is made up of people 

fro all sections of the United btetes with he vier 

proportion of people .from the North than is round in 

most Soutlwe tern counties. There is a very large con

tingent or German people among its c1tizenshi • 

Outside of the racial groups mentioned above, thore 

are no foreign element problems, but the County does have 

large group of Plains Indiuns whose iru.nlediato fore

bears ~ere ·ild , warlike tribesmen a d who did not take 

readily to oi vil1zed ways and ;hose children do not now 

receive s uoh home encouragement s might be hoped tor. 

There re no se1>arate Indian schools, no parochial 

schools aud no priv'te schools. 



It is the purpose of this stu y to trace the pro

gress or education in Kiowa County duri ng the nineteen

hundred thirties and to make some constructive sugges

tions as to the formulation of a future progr m based 

upon the needs that may be apparent . 

The point s under consideration wi ll include a study 

of the scholastic enU!l}3ration through the period and any 

varietions that might indicate trends toward or away 

from any particular group or schools . The physicai 

equipment and teacher training as related to the finan

cial condition of the County is to be considered 1n their 

relationship to the standards of education maintained . 

4 



C 
o. 

J 
A 
C 
K 
s 
0 
N 

C 
o. 

(Figure No. 1) 

VtASHITA C O U N T Y 

T3 

TILLMAN COUNTY 

SCHOOL DISTRICT MAP OF KIOAA COUNTY 1930 

... 5 

Rl4 

C 

A 

D 

0 

C 

o. 

/ 
/ 

j 

I 

, 
.<'!. 



Cl,;.n.i. .i.R II 

.PHYSIC ~L - >'L;-H WI L 

The period of the early nineteen- t~enties in Kiova 

County had been arked by unusual activity in the field 

of eonsolidation . Very definite lines of thought ere 

1n evidence in almost every co.aununity . he q uestion of 

hetber the district should be consolidated or should not 

be as the paramount issue and very little attention was 

given to the actual class-roe~ situati on . 

The whole situation presented the aspect herein 

one group promised that ¥ith consolidution would come all 

of the manifold blessings of an efficient up-to- the

minute school systen:. \:;herein every child from. every walk 

of life ould le rn to earn its daily bread as opposed 

to ignorance, poverty and all the things tb.e.t accompany 

them , as tbe lot of those ho ~ere un illir.g to consoli

date . •rhereas , the opposing orcos shouted an eq_ually 

determined challenge to be sho m what better instruction 

could possibly be had than thet round in the little one

room district school , wherein the children could be ept 

close to the hearth side , taught by a teuche r ~ith a 

~irst , Second or Third Gr de Certificate , and who is ~11 

known by every parent . In addition to that argument , 

the ever present thought lingered in the back of their 

mind~ tha t perhaps the purse strings might be loosened . 

It has long been the observation of the writer that the 



patron's heart strings and purse strings dangle very 

closely together and it is very difficult to pull the 

latt r without disturbing the former . 

As stated earlier, the schools had for the most part 

been repaired or rebuilt by t c middle t enties, so that 

those which had been repaired were for the mo~t part 

some fifteen or twenty years old by the time they emerged 

into the thirties, and ere of course, in a bAd state or 
repair again. ,ost of those that had been newly built 

7 

in the early and .niddle twenties .ere then beginning to 

need repair. Play0 round e uipmont was almost non-existant. 

The idea of libraries had not t<ken hold . There ,ere num

erous sets of reference works, history arrl st.mil r works 

which vere in most cases far too advanced for any gr de 

school youngster. The idea of an extensive reading pro

gram for even children had not yet appeared . 

So as the diaoussion is opened in the school year 

of 1929-1930 it is found that the geographical situ·tion 

in the county i3 as indicated by _igure 1. It will be 

seen that there ,ere ei~ht independent high schools offer

ing four-year courses, two dependent ( consolidated) 

offering rour-year courses and thr0e dependent high schools , 

two of which ere consolidated and all of vhich offered 

two years of high school ork. There ere, in addition 

to these, thirteen t ·o-roo schools and 38 one-roo.m--a 

total of 62 schools . 



Uor.e of these s chools were offerine vocational work 

of any kind as such . Home econo ics and commer c i al work 

vere offered in a very limited degree . The courses offer

ed Jill be discussed later and suffice it to say at this 

time t.hat the curriculum a.s made up of the usual n:.111 run 

of subjects offered in t.r..e small high scl.ools throughout 

the state . 

The phy 0 ical condition of the high schools or the 

county ·1as something as follows: All four-year high 

schools were housed in brick buildings , m.e.ny of tho 

dating from th~ very opening of the territory to white 

settlement . Ther were only three school gymnas i ~s in 

existence in the county t that tiie . ' uditoriums were 

for the most ~art either non- existent or of inadequate 

size to accom.odate the needs of the school in the 

cO~$.Unity . Two high schools , that of Sedan (Consolidated 

Nine} and Ki o ·a Flat {Nwr.ber Fift -three} ,ere being 

oonduoted in frame buildings . Li braries v ere very limited 

and consisted for the most part of setz of books , many 

of which ere not related to the subjects taught in the 

schools. Since reedinc was not pa=ticularly e phtsized 

at that time , the library naturally follo~ed very closely 

along the lines of reference ·orks , the classlcs and 

tactual knowledge with l i ttle attention given to those 

books which might lead tmmrd any comprehensive reading 

proaram in the lo1er grades . Scie~ce eQuipment was of 
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a limited nature since , 'with one or t w exceptions neither 

physics nor chemistry was taught in the county . Tne 

science program consisted mainly of general science end 

some specialized cour~es , such as zooloB,Y , botany and 

allied subjects . 

Transi:,ortation facilities were motorized , but little 

attention was given to saftlty or even co.auort . 'heated 

busses ere unheard of and were for the most part of ho a.e

made wooden construction pl oed on car chassis {from hich 

the bo y had been torn) or on old truck: fr mes . 

i:'hyslcul e ,lucation eq_ ip.ruent conai-ted r:-,ainly of the 

unif'orms and actu 1 pla ying , ui).a:.en.t use in the o mpeti

ti ve sports . liuch of that e uipment as o. ed by the 

individual player rather than by the schools . Those build

ings serving as gymn.asiWL.s -~ere 1'or t e o..,t part ld 

shed buildings or vacant store buildings . ~he footb&ll 

fields consisted of any block of vac nt lots of sufficient 

size to .meet the needs of the g · .ic . 'lhe fields were 

usually thickly sodded ~ith s -nd burs and othtir '.'.Jeeds . 

However , thee were speedily r o ed by sticking them in 

the various players as it · s their misfortune to be on 

the bottom. Bleachers fort~~ ccomodation of the 

spectators were unkno u 'f.arm shower b ths · ere not to 

be had in any of the schools of the county and often the 

only bathing facilities consisted of a length of rubber 

hose connected to the ordinary cold water hydrant . 
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Sanitary equipment was not very far in advance or 
other general school equipment . ore than half of the high 

schools in the county had out-door toilets and almost as 

many were without any in-door supply of drinking water. 

Very few classrooms or study halls were equipped ith 

electric lights . 

With conditions as described above , the field was 

ripe for the ushering in of a building program. Bonds ere 

voted in 1928 for the construction of new buildings in 

ountain Park: Independent Consolidated o. 6 and actual 

building was done in the immediately succeeding years . 

This building program consisted of a ne auditorium and 

gymnasiwn combined, together with improved class-room 

conditions and general repair which placed the school plant 

of that district in excellent condition. 

The year 1929, which marked the height of the dizzy 

advance and final crash in the economic ·orld , also marked 

considerable activity in the field of bond voting and 

school improvement in Kio a County . First of these was a 

bond voted by Roosevelt Independent Consolidated No . 7 for 

the erection of a new auditorium- gymnasium combination, 

which also housed the vocational agriculture shops, class

rooms and library . The building was well equipped for 

academic effort and was thoroughly modern in its e~uipment 

for physical education . The building material as or 
native granite, steel and ood oonstruotion. This building, 



togethe r with a new high school building , which had 

recently been completed, ade· uately housed the Roosevelt 

school system. 

In the same year (1929) Consolidated No . a voted 

bonds and constructed a new brick building, which con

sisted of seven classrooms , superintendent's office , 

auditorium and a basement . Thia building replaced a 

frame structure which had been on the grounds sinoe con

solidation . During the same year a small frame teacher

age was erected near by . This set-up was sufficient for 

the needs of that district until the year 19~9 , when a 

building levy as voted and an additional classroom was 

erected early in 1939. During the interval a building 

levy was voted and a gymnasi um. (frame building) was 

erected in 1934. 

The year 1929 also marked the passing of the last 

large frame high school building in Kiowa County , for 

in that year Sedan Consolidated No . 9 voted bonds for 

the erection of a new modern brick building and im

mediately began construction of the new and demolition 

ll 

of the old fire trap . The new building consisted or a 

combination, superintendent's office , library, basement 

and seven classrooms . This building adequately housed 

the Sedan school until the current year (1939) hen bonds 

were voted and erection ot a new building commenced 

similar to that of Roosevelt Consolidated No . 7. The 



new Sedan building is to be constructed of native stone 

and is to house a odern gymnasium and classrooms of 

sufficient size to take oare of a proposed vocational 

program . 

The crash of October 1929 seemed to lay a very heavy 

hand upon the progress or school plant construction in 

Kiowa County. 

All communities seemed afraid in the face of the 

financial depression to obligate themselves in any way, 

and no further building bonds, with one exception , ere 

voted for the high schools or Kio~a County during the 

next seven- year period, i.e ., during the years 1930 to 

1936, both inclusive . There even seemed to be a tendency 

during the depth or the depression about 1932-34 to 

economize not only by allowing the buildings to fall into 

disrepair but actually to reduce the amount of insurance 

on the buildings already constructed . 
" This wave or psuedo economy proved costly in at 

least one instance in the county . Late in 1934 the 

school building in Independent Consolidated District 

No . 2 was entirely destroyed by tire . The insurance had 

just been lowered very materially and , of course , the 

coverage was in no wise sUfficient to erect a new 

building . 

Vben the District sought to vote bonds it was found 

that one district which had been consolidated with 

12 



Lone Wol! was already bonded to capacity. Therefore, 

no more bonds could be voted and the district was faced 

with the rather alarming prospect or being without school 

buildings. At this Juncture a petition was circulated 

and the heavily bonded district was detacbed from the 

Lone Wolf Dist rict and the remaining territory was than 

able (1n 1934) to vote bonds and erect a modern school 

plant , hioh consists of a library room , study hall, 

superintendent's office , music room, combination audi

toriwn- gymnasiwn , basement and sufficient classrooms 

to house the entire school system. 

About the middle or the period it became possible 

to use considerable Federal assistance in building and 

repairing school buildings . Again there -as a very 

marked advanoe in the construction program as soon as 

this beca e generally known to the public . 

The Federal Government's willingness to assist in 

a program of construction work became apparent and 

generally understood by the citizenry prior to the year 

1938 and the slight upturn in business conditions brou t 

about another general advance in bond voting and building 

construction. In that year Independent Consolidated 

District No. l voted ,142 , 000 tor the construction or a 

13 

ne grade school building , hich included an auditoriwn

gym.nasium combination, a principal's office and sufficient 

classrooms for the aecomodation of the junior high school 



14 

TABLE I 

BONDS AND BUILD I G • VIES VOT~D 
IN KIO 'A COUNTY 1938-l939i 

1928 1929 1954 1938 

Building IC-3 
10,000 

IC-7 
37 ,000 

IC- 2 
21,000 

IC-l 
42 , 000 

Bonds Voted C-6, 21 ,000 

Total ·10 ,000 58,000 21 ,000 

Grand Total of Bonds 1928 to 1938 

Building Fund Levies 1928 to 1938 

1928 1929 1934 

one None None 

Total None None None 

I-3, 2 ,800 

IC-10 ? 000 
51,000 

· 161,200 

1938 

9 ,078 .35 

IC-6,2,206 .89 

C-8 450.00 
412 ,735 . 24 

Grand '!'otal or Building l"und Levies 1928-19~ 12,735.24 

Grand Total of Building Funds 
and Bonds voted 1928 to 1938 gl?~ 1935 . 24 

It ill be seen from Table I that the period of the 

nineteen-thirties was ushered in by a marked increase 

in school house building from bonds voted in the late 

twenties and that immediately after the beginning or the 

depression the building program fell away to nothing 

until the late thirties hen there was a slight upturn 

i n business conditions and the Federal Government had 

also made its help felt . This also marks the high tide 

of the movement to the larger centers or population. 

l 
Records or the County Treasurer's Office, Kiowa 

County. 



and all grades combined. This building program was 

badly needed and was suff icient to satisfy ~he needs of 

the Snyder City School System up until the current year. 

The year 1938 also saw a bond of 2,800 voted for 

the construction of a gymnasium- auditorium. combina tion 

for the Gotebo School System. This buildi ng was of 

native stone construction and had ade uate dressing and 

bathing facilities for athletic teams, a tage and 

dressing rooms for fine arts and storage space for band 

1nstrwnents and such things. 

Ea rly in the year 1938 Independent Consoli dated 

No . 10 set up bonds in the amount of ~7 , 000 for the 

construction of a gymnasium and shop building to house 

vocational agriculture, home economics and allied sub

jects . This build ing replaced an old sheet iron 

structure and reconstructed frame building whioh bad 

been in use many years . 

A complete resume of bonds voted and used for the 

period of the l930's will be found in Table I. It will 

be seen that there were two outstanding periods o~ 

activity in that field of endeavor , one at the beginning 

and one at the close of the period, ho ever. the two 

periods of activity ere oooassioned by inade uate room 

nd made possible by actually opposite circumstances. 

1 



The first of those periods rms a buildin0 program 

brought on by u period of prosperity, easy money and 

extre.vage.nt spending not only in public enterprises• but 

also by the private citizenry i.n g<.;neral. 

The second also was brought on because or an actual 

need for buildings awl other ·things such as Vias al.so 

needed at the beginnin.g of the _period but in that instance 

was made :possible by u period o:r depression and 5enere.l 

poverty among the private citize.riry of the country in 

general. The necessity of made work caused the Federal 

G·overrunent to launch an extensive \;. J?. Ji. building pro

gram. in order that the citizenry might not only earn 

its daily bread but IL.i.ght also construct something of 

permanent worth to the people, so by the close or the 

ten-yaar span there was a pendulum swing entirely from 

left to right and oddly enoueh the public profited by 

a building program at each extreme ot the swing, from 

pros9erity to poverty. 

In addition to the hi~ school im,i;)rove.m.enta th<Jr·e 

~-.ere four one-room and three two-room frame buildings 

conotructcd outrie.llt, besides an cxten.si vo _program of 

repair \i,ork sh;;.1.reJ. by the Federal Government in wllich 

17 ona-room schools and seven tv.o-roo.m schools wera 

broug,ht into an excellent ste1;e ot repair. Several 

hundred trees were planted and muny "ells, ciaterns and 

storm caves were dug. 



'.rho peri()d saw t.he general condition of playground 

equipruent brought up to its highest s tr::.ndEird and sG.w 

the purchase of almost a complete re-establishment of 

tra.nsportation .t'acilil..ies in the ~orw. of new 'buses witb 

safety devices , warfil<'Jl'S and othur modern fixtures. 

17 

rfhe t.bi;rties was also a period of expan.sion in 

libraries. rrnis was occasioned by the accredited school 

movement and the special stress which was laid upon a 

comprehensive .readi.n.g program which extended down into 

even the 11:rima.ry departruont.. ~ore rat><iable books were 

turnis:t1ed, old books repaired a.:nd muoh use W!ic.S mad.a of 

the State TraVt:;li:ng Library. 

As stated earlier ln this chapter the general f'inan

oiol condition of' Kiowa Coun.ty has been satlst'actor:, 

during the years. 'rl.i.e valuation in 1930 was :~19, 850, 952, 

hut at tlle close o:t the period the valuation had dropped 

to ;)11, 65? ,217. 00, as shmm in 'fable II. It will bG seen 

from 1I'able II. thut the secor.1d year of t.he th:.i.rties showed 

a very sharp dee.line,. one which a.mounted to almost 

20 per cant of the totul valuation. The valuation dropf.>ed 

steadily with one slight exception from. t,l1at time on 

until t11e year 19!:i7 at which time a not.her sharp decline 

ca.me, ·which brought t.he · valuation decrease close to .r.1ora 

than 40 pe:r cent. '!the school ao.d school teacller0,']' 

salaries sur.fered severely from tho lack of funds during 



the middle thirties having reached the point during that 

ticne to hich it as necessary for the Federal Government 

to nid in bringing the terms to a satisfactory close. 

One point ot particular interest uring tbis period 

was the rao~ that the teacher teaching inside th school 

building in many of the one-room schools ·as drains 

only a fraction of the amount per hour drawn by the un

trained and unskilled painter \vho was painting the out

side ot the building only a re, , inches a ay . 

T BLE II 

,ssessed Valuations for Kio a County i n 
1930 . 1931 , 19~2 . l9j.3 , 1934, 1930 . 19"6 , 19~'1 . 19382 

1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1037 
1938 

19 , 8 0 , 052 
19,639 , 046 
15,853.605 
14,L.;0 , 745 
14,2 4 , 060 
13,550,809 
13,497,887 
1-1,944,709 
11 , 657, 217 

It will be seen from the above t ble that there as 

a steady decrease in assessed valuations in Kiowa County 

trom 1930 to and including 1938. This decrease as only 

slackened in 1934. The total decrease in assessed 

valuation tor the peri od covered by this study was 

8 , 193 ,735 , which amount was 41 . 27 per cent of the 

original .. 

Records in the office of the County Tax saessor 
in Hobart, Old.ahoma . 

l 
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,000 for 

, little 

.. 
tly fro,:-a nine 

a f inn.no ial way by tho fact that House Dill 212 

v,11::ts suob: a radical depB.rture fro;J tlie old State aid 

set-up that some districtu. 

the State than t,hey had boon willir.:g ·to q 11ali:ry for .. 

t condition ~as soon rectified. 

It is worthy oi' note that tn£;:re sceAiS to b.:, a very 

ricter tho dintriot thE1 .more reluctant they o.rr:l to vote 



'f.ABLJt III 

TiL~mmn $.,_:J.LAR'Y' SC}:EDUL.3 -~~OR 1937-1938 .Afii) 1936-1959 
it·s :S!tT Ur> BY 1:01Jc::S lJI:LL :8 • f:.IJ,TEL~7U! :_,;;(~·It1Ll!."wft3 

Z,:i.ni,;.w11 k.011th1,:;c ~;cilary f,cht)J.ule Based on 
1:J'umbor Years "I'es.chint:; . .Ji:£1.!' ... r .... i ... e .. n ... c .... e._ __ _ 

lfona l 2 3 4 5 

}._,aster's Degraa 
f',achelor' .'.3 Derroo 
~O Se:nester hours 

~;ar, 
80 

.;;90 
8ti 

;;;;95 :;;,:100 ;;;:105 ;~110 

or m.or<'l but :no 
Degree 

40-;.>9 L'cmester 'f!ours 
60-69 Semester hours 

Certificate 

75 
il5 
'/0 

80 
70 
75 

56 

90 

85 
?5 
80 

60 

95 100 -..---· 

00 ---
80 ......... 
85 ---
65 ......... 

-------------------------------
It will he noted frpm the above tublG t;hat there 

1:;as a premiW!:! placed hy House Bill 6 u_pon t.he a.t::wunt of 

college trainin1i and t.te number of years experience 

possessed by ea.oh teacher. · It i.s also worthy of :riote 

that there was fi.U implied e:x.pectution that tl:le teaching 

perscn .. YJ.el of the State would continue t,o increase its 

college training, as evidenced by . .,lihe fact th.at three 

years v.es the limit of increase for t.hose \"ti th less 

than a def;ree. 



The average school aid guaran.teed by the State 

during the period or discussion was increased a.P»:t·oxi

mately 700 per cent. by House Bill r.u.;1 and it;:; related 

measures. In spita or tha im.vroV(ld conditions brought 

about by nouse Bill 211! it was still net satistaotory 

in as muoh as it did not guo.runteQ more th.an an eight 

months term of school 'to those districts whioh mot all 

of its requirementa. It remained the burden; ot the 

Sixteenth Legislature to enact l1:-1gialntion wl1icb would 

gu.arnntae to all tbe schools or the State or Okl.alloma 

v,;llieh were willing to .meet with the reasonable require

ments of House Bill 6 with a salary schedule as set out 

in Table III •. This also marked the beginning of a defi

nite m.ove from the one &nd t1110-room s ohoold 'toward the 

larger centers of population by way of trari.sterring 

marty of the one and two-room school.s which were unable 

to continue on their O\'lf'D. resourcon. 'l'\'ro schools moved 

the first year and this was .followed cy the .moving ot 

eight rnore the second year, .making a tot.a.l ot ten, £llld 

four more were added the third year, bringing the total 

ot one and t\vo-room schoo:l.s to 14 out of a total ot 50 

which had moved into town schools. 
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The racts as shown in the preceding paragraph indi

cated a det'inite trend toward the moving from the smaller 

units to tho lar er ones. In some oases, ho~ever, some 

ct the smnller chools bave stubbornly held out against 

any surrender of their rights and in the case or at 

least one school the actual per capita cost is no 

299.00 as against a transfer tee ot 36.00 per ca.pit . 

It is the opinion of the triter that the ta payers ili 

not long be illing to bear o burden or anyihere from 

two to eight times as much per capita as the transfers 

ill cot and it is therefore only reasonable to expect 

that there ill be a continued move from th smaller 

districts to the larger on s. 

Duo to road improvements as ho1n in Figure 2 it is 

possible for, not to exceed el ht, school centers to now 

serve the entire county. The county might e sily be 

divi ed as shown in igure 3. 

It 111 be seen t'ter examining .1able I th a 

bull ing program in Kiowa County , during the riod under 

discussion. created sufficient roo • that eve though, 

the valuations as shmvn in Table II fell rapidly there 

was till many changes in the teaching personnel mich 

ou1d be a natural outgro th of th t pro r nd made 

possible by the salary schedule as shown in 'l'able III. 

These changes will be shown in the folloving chapter and 

it will be necessary to refer to the above mentioned 

tables trorr. tL.:le to ticle in order to co pre en tb 

rel t1o hip •xi tin bet een the. 
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(Figure No .. 3) 
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CHA! TER III 

TlACHER p RSONNML 

In the preceding chapters we indicated two distinct 

periods or building expansion nd one distinct period 

of financial depression. ven though these conditions 

existed the number or persons involved a embers of the 

teaching personnel of the county under consideration 

did not vary greatly, there being 212 teachers in the 

beginning of the period and 226 at the close. 

It ould seem from the for going statements that 

there was little Justification for an increase in ex

penditures and in an expansion in the program ot build

ing in view of the fact t.ha t there wus a steady decrease 

in the number of schools and in the number or children 

actually enrolled (see Table V) however, as sho n in 

Table IV, this ay be accounted for on the grollllds that 

there was a noticeable increase in the amount of college 

training possessed by the teachers in the elementary 

grades . Tho college training in the high schools did 

not increase relatively as much a in the rades because 

ore teachers in the high school~ rere alroody in 

possession of degrees nd their traini tended toward 

a smaller amount nd turned to, rct specialized fields. 

It will be seen from Table lV that the college 

training of elementary teachers v,ent steaaily forward 

throughout the period. The ~riter believes that this 
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TABLE IV 

A CO PARISOl' 0 THE COL GE TRAINll!G OF ELE ":t-."TARY 
TEACHERS IN KIO ';A COUNTY IN 1931-.:>2 AND 1938- 9 

College Training 1931-19321 

26 

lyr 2yr 3yr 4yr ~yr ~Yr lyr l yr 2yT 2· yr 3yr 3 yr 4yr D1G 

0 1 0 

0 0 0 

l 

l O 2 5 

0 l 0 0 

21 ~1 41 19 9 3 7 0 

2 
2 15 3 20 20 20 74 l 

Fourt eenth Biennial Report of the State Superintendent 
of Public In truot,ion of the ntate or Okl ahoma , p . 42 , 
Table 3?. 

2 
Teachers' transcript on file in the Office or the 

County oup rintend nt of Kiowa County and i n the offio s 
of the Superintenuents of Schools in Districts l, C-1, 
C-2, 3, C-6, C-7 , C-10, and 39-82 or iowa County. 



increase in preparation is due 1n a l arge measure to 

two primary causes: First . during the depth or the 

financial depression it became easier to employ persons 

with more advanced college training because t here had 

been a greater number o.f them that had been successful 

teachers in previous years and had branched out into 

other fields of endeavor . When the economic s'tress 

became generally felt those teachers rushed. baok into 

the profession and in many oases crowded out those wi th 

less professional training. Second: The enactment of 

House Bill 6 by the Sixteenth Legislature put a finan

cial premium on better trained teachers and through the 

aasistanoa of the State Government. made it possibl.e 

for the very poor districts ln the State to employ 

teachers with quali.fioat1ons e ual to those employed by 

the richer districts and at the same time i nvolving no 

local tax burden. This, of course, was an incentive 

to the teachers to better prepare tliem.ael ves and. they 

in turn were, of course, able to force out or the pro

fession many of those less qualified by an extensive 

college preparation. 

The curriculum. during the formative period or the 

1920's had been made up very largely of those subjects 

·hioh had commonly become thought of as standard sub

jects. We mean by the foregoing statement that there 

was offered in most of the high schools four yea.rs or 

27 



history, four years or 
toy ars of Latin . and 

nglish, to years of mathe tics, 

ome form ot science . These 

courses, were, of course, supplemented by several one

half year subjects . 

28 

There was no rigid adherence to any particular stand

ard or qualification tor teachers but it as rather 

assumed that any teacher with a life certLficate might 

be justifiably employed to tea ch almost any subject which 

he or she , as the case might be, as illing to attempt 

in the smaller high school. 

In the very early 1930's an expansive high school 

inspection pro ram, launched by the State Department, 

began to make itself felt and the teaching personnel 

was more and more restricted to those field in hich 

they had had the most college training. 

In view of the progrwn set up in the foregoing para

graph and wh1oh was brought to its present status by 

1936, most of those teachers ho were engaged 1n high 

school teaching had turned from the field of general 

education and had begun to prepare themselves in th ir 

special fields as, for example, a chemistry teacher 

must have a minimum or sixteen college hours credit in 

that field in addition to half as much in closely related 

fields . Those teaching nglish ere required to have 

thirty hours in that field , and those teaching a foreign 

langua~e ere required to have twenty-eight hours, and 



those teaching general science were required to have 

twenty-four hours of college credit ell distributed 

among the various fields of scientific endeavor . 

In addition to specialized fields as shown in the 

foregoing paragraph , teachers ere required to have 

t ·enty hours ot college training made up fro the follow

ing group: 

Educational Psychology 
Psychology or Adolescence 
Philosophy or Education and/or History ot Education 
Gen ral ethods and anagement , including Oklahoma 

School La 
Educational Measur ments 
Principles of Secondary ducation 
Apprentice Teaching in Secondary Schools 

It does not re uire a close scrutiny of those sub

jects listed in the field of education to tell ~s that 

most teachers had already for the most part prepared 

themselves in those fields. Renee, it was the natural 

process for them to devote their college tr ining more 

and more to specialized fields in preparution tor eet

ing the requirements as set up by the State Department 

of Education and the North Central Association of 

Secondary Schools and Colleges. 

In view of this move on the part of the State De

partment of Education a greater number ot teachers ho 

were trained in specialized fields b gan to appear and 

this in its turn led to an expansion of the high school 

curriculum. 

2 



Among those subjects which r p· dly gained in popu

larity er vocational agriculture, bich as t ken up 

by six of the high schools . ight high schools added 

commercial departments and one hi school added diver

sified occupational training and one Junior College as 

established in the mid-thirties and ha continued on to 

the present . The field ot fine arts sa increasing 

popularity during this period . 

30 

The N. Y. A. rogra.m began to assume major propor

tions during the iddle ot the r eriod and as 1 t increased, 

its aid made possible the attendance of many high school 

pupils o could not have other wise attended high 

school and that in turn, or course, had considerable 

bearing upon the program ot high schoo; curricular ex

pansion and on the distribution of teacher personnel. 

It ill be seen from Table V that the enumeration 

dropped steadily from 1930 on to the present time 1th 

two rather unimportant exceptions , that or 1933 and 1 e. 
The first or these may have been caused by the Govern

~ent ~ade ·ork Program hioh gave te porary employment 

to many families nd the seoo d to improved agriculture 

conditions . 

It ill be seen from Table V that the scholastic 

enumeration loss as most keenly felt by the small rural 

one and to-teacher schools. The total scholastic 

enwneration loss tor the county was approx im tely thirty 

per cent. 



T BLE 

SCH L STIC A 19~0-1939 
3 

1929-30 1930-31 1931-52 1932-33 1933- 4 

9692 9105 8628 8665 8607 OTALS 

5958 5616 6371 5259 5586 Ind. Dist . 

373 5489 5257 3426 3021 Dept . Dists 

1934-35 1935- 36 19.:>6- ' 7 1957- 38 1938-39 

8040 

5198 

2842 

8278 

5206 

30?2 

7519 

4870 

2649 

6863 

4552 

2309 

6720 

4479 

2247 

OT S 

Ind . D1sts. 

Dept. Dists . 

It 111 be noted from Table V thdt the first general 

xodu from the mall centers came 1th the first ye r 

or tbe depression and thereafter declined very slowly 

or quit entirely until atter the oddle-tbirties at 

hich tie the ederal Go ernment's ade ork rogram 

became oat extensive . t that time there as an even 

greater drift away trom tbe smaller centers than b d 

here-to-tore been noticed. 

It is also significant that there as a relatively 

smaller loss among tho e iarger centers at such times 

as the maller ones sut'rered their eate t lo es . 

3 
Scholastic numeration cords tor 1o a County , 

in the State Dep rtme tor ~ducation , Oklahoma City. 
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The loss ot the independent districts as aJpro i

mately 24 per cent, bile that or tbe dependent districts 

was approximately 40 per cent. 

Tbe above figure which indicates rural loss of 

40 per cent as against an urban loss of only 24 per cent 

and a total loss or only 30 per cent ould indicate o er 

a period of ten years that there is a definite drift 

a ay from the rur l community and into t e urban centers. 

This belief is further proved by the fact that at the 

beginning or the period in · uestion every one and to

teacher school in iowa County maintained its own hoe 

school , but by the end of the_ period, 16 one and two

teacher schools had actually discontinued school in the 

home district and had moved their pupils into the larger 

centers . This number constituted· more th n O per cent 

of the original number ot dlstricts at the beginning or 
the period. 

In addition to the 16 districts hioh actually made 

the change, 14 other districts made ore or less deter

mined efforts to discontinue their own schools , but 

failed to do so for some reason or other, usually some 

technicality , such as, ineligible persons signing 

pet'tions, elections that "ere held in default or by 

failure to obtain quite enough signers. It will there

fore be seen that more than halt or the rural districts 

actually made attempts during the period to move from 

rural to urban centers. 

2 



rr-1.1nn.:1n 
!6RICUL1rP ' ;, l i : fL\~ICAL cOtid 
. L 1 D lt ARY 

NOV 20 l~his general movement as not a part of the great 

consolidation movement ·hioh had had its inception and 

culmination in the decade immediately preceding that 

under consideration, but was a movement of its on, born 

ot an economic situation which bad never before existed 

in the history of the County considered . 

There are many contributing factors hioh should be 

considered in any study made of this question . The 

first ot these , or course, would be that or the national 

depression which has through the ade 1ork Program of 

the Government necessitated the gathering of all indi

gent persons into focal points where they may more 

easily be gathered tor their respective labor assign

ments . 

A second contributing factor is that of land owner

ship. In the County under consideration approximately 

12 per oent4 or all land is non- t xable Indian leases 

held in trust by the nited States Government tor 

members of the non-c ivilized Plains Indians. con-

siderable amount of land is occupied by former captives 

of these Indians and the United States Government still 

owns a p roentage of unassigned lands. 

A tb1ra. :ta.ctor for consideration is the fact that 

the county is traver sed diagonally by the main range 

of the V1tch1ta ~ountains which are made up of 

4 . ·~· ._ ... "'"' 
Kio a County ~bstract Company . . . . , ... . . . . . 

. . . 

.. ... ~J .. : .: .. •: . - .... . . . . . 
,. . .. ,;. . . ( ··=-·~. ~ ~.·:. 

J. .. • •• : • • • • • • • 

-:- . . . ::, . 
.... .. - .... > •• 

... . . . : . . . . . . ... . .. • • I -'l ., <' C • • . ( . . . . . . . 
. . . 
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non-productive bald granite knobs and the longest side 

of the county is ashed by the sandy wastes of th North 

Fork or 1ed iver which , of course , adds considerable 

sub-marginal l and . 

fourth and in the writer's opinion, the most 

serious factor to be considered in the l i ght of land 

ownership, lies in the fact that 63 per cent or the farm 
5 

l and is tenant cultivated. This means a moving popu-

lation hich does not have the home ties and property 

ownership ties hich go into the stabilization of rural 

co unities, such as those in some sections ot the 

Eastern United States where families own and rarm their 

homesteads tor many generations . This percent or tenant 

ownership is not only due to present economic conditions 

but is due in large easure to the tact that many 

adventurers settled the County less than a generation 

ago and remained only long enough to gain possession of 

the land and than turned it via mort gages , loans and 

outright sales to real estate companies and wealthy 

individuals . 

There is almost al ays some evils attendant upon 

any system of tribal leases and one ot the most serious 

of these is the fact that during periods of economic 

stress the lessee is unable to enter into co patit ive 

bidding 1th individuals who have considerable financial 

5 
Kio a County gent 
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resources at tbeir disposal, hence, they ~ust evacu te 

the land end move tov.ard labor centers. 

In view or the foregoing conditions the riter bas 

found that a very large percenta e of the farm land in 

the County 1s controlled either in fee or by rentuls, 

or by lease by a very few f 111es. 

The agriculture products of the county are chiefly 

small grains and cotton. Only on rare occasions are the 

seasons uch that both or these produce heavily in th 

same year, and since the grains are raised O·n the up

lands chiefly and the ootton in the river bottoms, e 

find a shifting of the population from one section of 

the County to the other, thus .making a stabilized school 

situation difficult to obtain. 6 It then is only natural 

that small schools iioh are unable to stabilize their 

condition to any degree or certainty ould naturally 

drirt to ard permanently stabilized centers. ost or 
the larger o.hools have been not only illing but anxious 

to receive transfers from the smaller centers due to 

the fact th t they are then able to share ore heavily 

the distribution of State money·. 

It then follows that the school condition or the 

County has become one of an accellerated evolutionary 

6 
Consolidated No . 2, Separate School of Kio a 

County , had to be Dismissed for Lack of Students to 
Att nd and the Following Year Found ~ i ghty Students 
Enrolled in tbe Same Sehool. 

5 



nature, 1n which we see the passing of the small rural 

community and the rooalizing of ohool lit'e 1n well 

defined and larger centers as in icated in ~1gure 3 . 

'1th the trend in this direction and sufficient 

State money available to take care of the situation it 

has become possibl e for school planning to be done with 

more regard for future activity . It has beco e possible 

to employ teachers with better profess ional training 

as as indicated by Table IV, and a better program of 

education is no possible snd actually being conducted 

than as possible during preceding oeriods ot conomic 

plenty. 

Tho r1ter believes that the fact that all teachers 

have been placed on n equ ble salary basis has had a 

tend~ncy to cause teachers to go into ele entary teach

ing rather than to hold to the idea of obtaining high 

school positions in order to receive more pay. lienoe, 

we have ore well-trained element ry teachers th never 

before as shown in Table IV. It ill be noticed that 

whereas the largest single group in 1932 as the t~o 

and a half-ye r group and in 19~9 it had moved to the 

:right and as the .four-year group . 
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'HA . TJ!.R IV 

CO:NCLU'SI 01 

In the preceding chapters the riter traced the 

progress of education in iowa County through ten- year 

period , from 1929 to 19 9 . This period included the 

beginning of then tionw1de financial depression and 

included the period of its greatest depth and the period 

of upward trend . 

It is orthy of note that at the close of a period 

of unu.sual prosperity that the school plants of Kiowa 

County were in a very bad state or repair and ·ith in

ade uate room to supply the thon existing needs. The 

libr ries ·v:ere little ore than a collection of books, 

and playground e quipment w s very limited . 

In oppo ition to this condition the close or the 

ten- year period of financial stress found the school 

,Plants 1n a much improved condition. The libraries 

planned to fit the needs of the curriculum as set up 

and the playground e~uipment in an excellent condition 

as compared ·1th ite former tate . 

The first period of building . expansion came 1n the 

very beginning or the period under consideration and as 

the result of a carry-over in the form or bonds and 

levies voted in the immed 1a te preced 1ng years . Then 

o e tho nationwide financial crash hioh temporarily 

slo ·ed do.vn school activity in all or its phases even 
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to the point of shortening terms and almost to a cessa

tion or the purchase of material ond o~ui p ent hich had 

b fore been considered necessary to the op ration or a 

successful school. 

upward trend in the building progr began ~ith 

the very depth of the depression . For at that time the 

Federal Governme tin its atte p~ to relieve labor co -

ditions of the country inaugurated a made- work prog a 

which included the E • PV'11.. . and fP, ., and in a tting 

up these prograffis a liberal attitude as aosumed in the 

atter of construction ot public buildings . 

In agricultural communities such as Kio County the 

demand ror public buildings is not grea t beyond the 

sphere of local government and chool plant construction. 

It ould, therefore, be the natural thing that the Feder-

al Government program 

of school buildings. 

ou.ld include a oo iderable number 

s proof of the foregoing statement 

all or the ten high schools of the County launched a 

building program of some kind . 

This progra· included the construction or five modern 

school plants complete, four auditorium- gymnasium oom

binations nd two substantial additions to school plants 

already complet d . 

ong the one and two-teacher rural schools a pro

gram of general school repair and building as inau ur

ated through a program sponsored by the County wuperin

tendont. This program included the construction of six 

8 



school pl nts , the repair and rcconditionin or 42 school 

houses and groun s . The buil ing or 1 rge number ot 

storm caves, the digging of sever 1 wells d cisterns, 

the gra ing and leveling or Gchool grounds , the pl nting 

of several hundre s a e treos n t e erection of ne 

nd repair or old playground e ui pment. This program 

included also the repair of furniture and fixtures . 

It will be seen that the close of the t n- year 

period found the -physical cotdition oft e so.b.ool plants 

or Kiowa County in a uoh improved condition over that 

which had existed at the beginning ot the period nd that 

1th little local expenditures of funds as co pared i th 

a 11Ke improvement in preceding years . 

It is therefore the writers opinion that program 

of J deral participation , the direction of which may be 

shared ith local authority shoul be continued in 

operation . 

Transportat i on in Kiowa 0ounty in 1929 as limited 

to eight schools participating ith approxi ately 25 

motorized vehicl s all of which ere or aK -shi ft de

sign in th form of home- made woo en bodies fastened 

upon old truok and car chassis. None or these ere eon-

tructed \ 1th a vie to either sa.fet.y or comfort. one 

ore enui pped wit h fire-extinguishers, beaters , s rety 

ass nor double exits . 
' 

The roads traveled by these busses ere with the ex

cept i on or to lightly gr aveled high ways , all of dirt 



construction, many of which ~ere not even brought to 

grade and drai nage . uch school time vas of necessity 

lost because the vehicles could not be operated under 

adverse ·eather conditions . Again the inf'lue ce of the 

Federal Government as flt in tho matter of transpor

tation for v.it the coming or the overn.n:_ent program of 

public orks there v.as a decided increase in the con

struction of hard surtaced high ,. ys throughout . the 

County as is sho~n in Figure 2 . 

There ~ere several contributing factors in the im

provement or pupil transportation some ot 'hich should 

be noted here oy ~a of explanation or statements .ade in 

preceding chapters . One of these factor~ .os , ot course . 

the improved road constructio ,mentioned int e · preced-

ing paragraph. nother factor '1,JOrthy of notice is the 

fact that the Federal Government's participation in the 

building and im.provement program lessened the local 

financial strain to the extent that ome local funds 

40 

•ere made available for the improvoff~nt or transportation. 

Another factor as state partic i pation as set up in 

House ill 6 of the regul r session of the Sixteenth 

Legislature . Still another factor w{s the i naueuration 

of a hi ay safety program by tbJ State which provided 

for rigid insp otion and supervisi on for safety purposes 

of vehicles transporting school children. 
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Again the \triter is o:r the opinion that a continua-, 

t1on of State and Federal participation has and would 

oontinue to show an 1.roprovum.ent in achool conditions. 

'rransportatio.n, ns left entirely unde1· tho control of 

local units or governm.e.nt, was not safe no1" atle<s,uate nor 

depe:o,dable a$ compared to that whioh exists at the close 

of the period in which a large percantuge of the c.hild~en 

enrolled in Kiowa County is soi"Vioed over all vma ther 

roads by modern safety bussos waraed and. ventilated and 

driven by licensed drivers.. This fleet ot busses now 

serven all or the ten high schools, t.h.tl Junior College. 
,. 

and one two-teacher dependent district .. There are 

appro:Kimately 40 motori~ed vet.iclss in operation. 

The fifteenth session of th.e Oklahoma Legisl:i.ture 

p&.s.sed an act which l,Wis known as House Hlll 212.. The 

provisions o:r the a.et includetl a ru.uch 1-ddar Stei,te partici

pation in the fiscal matters of school districts. This 

a.ct 9rovod to be far reaohing in its effect upon tho 

school situation in the state &s a wi::.ole und. 1:iu ... ti~ularly 

so was its influence felt by the smaller agricultural 

communities. but the bill fell ~hor·t of an ideal set-up 

in as much as there was not suffioiont revenue available 

to insure a full tc1rm of school throuo;hcu.t t.b.e State. 

zenry that with so.me improvom.ent which V,'OU.ld include 

grester State pnrtioipatior.. that tl:lers might 'be an almost 



ideal fi$Cal situation made possible. This attitude on 

the pa.rt of the citizenry and a liberal adm.inistration 

bore fruit ln the regular session of tl:,e Sixteenth Lsgis

la ture in t110 f orn. of House Bill $. 

It will be seen i'ro .. m 1l1able III that the teachers 

s(,ilury ;:;-~i tue:,tion was plaoad on a ratlj,01· substantial basis 

wttich ·w;;1n a di?Cided improvement over tlia t~ Df preceding 

years.. The s:ct was libere.1 enough in its provision that 

it made possible apy ,extra ;;n;:pendi·ture thr'ilt a district 

11:d.ght wish to make in the for,m or local irdtiv .. ti ve, yet 

it was rig:i.d enough that; no teacher might be denied a 

It must be borne in mind that '.,lith S·tate and 1l'ederal. 

participation in fiscal mal;tars oust ;Jlways com.e a degree 

or restraint i£,poscd upo:n loctll :a:tlministrutions. This was 

typified i:n tho 1ledoral pr ram by sora.o restraint as to 

kind of.' building, nrchitoct,uro and m~ea.s and in tte oase 

of' tti.e S'ta.te' s participation in 'Eouse Bill 6, a rather 

elaborate program. of local ad.£t:dnistrr;1tive restraint was 

lruposed. 

Under this act as shown ir: Table III a defin.U;e min-

1mum salary schedule and lsngth of tsrm ·was .m.sde mmnda-

t.ory. Ce:rtaj.n c011di.tions .h,id to be met in the matter of 

transportation as v~ell as ot· maintenance. 

This bill lifted mucb of' the local burden and subst.i

tutod ~tate funds in their stoa.d and .made it possib.le for 

an eixpension of the school program. .. 



This expansion came in the form of an enriched cur

riculum adm.inistered by a better trained teacher pioreon

nel as shm.-.n in Table IV .. 

1l'his enriched program included fill ex:p!::ins ion of ttle 

already established Vocation~,! Agriculture departru.ent 

until at the close of the period. six of tl"1e ten .hlgll 

schools had vvcll eeta.blic.hed progrs.r.:::s of this kind. It 

also brought abot1t the establish:n.ent of Vocation.al Home 

Eoonomics in t\vo of these schools, and 1:rrad~s and Indus

try courses ·were off1Jred a::; a part of the vocatior1al 

pro{~ram. or another. The program. also wtrn cn1p.i:i:.'l3ized in 

the 1.:, sta.blisl1m.cnt and maintsnanoe of a Junior College. 

In ad.di tion to those d0pa.rtrr.ental changes notzJd in 

th,3 preood.ing paragra11h, the re was a g,on:arul broadening 

or the curriculum to inclnJio moro foreign language and 

more fine arts. 

'/11th curriculum expanf:;3ion oame t.he iriarease in 

tea.oher training as notetl in 41~abl£; IV. i.7bereafJ, in the 

early years of the period t.ht1 largest, nurr.i.her of any single 

group ot teachers, tr:HiOhing in the C()unty was 'that group 

which had tvJo and o half years of college 1Jreparation and 

at the close of the periorl the lurgest single e:rou.r, 

teaching in the Coun.ty was t.ha. t group which held college 

def~c::;es. This e;rou.p included. 48 per cent of all tt.1.t> 

teachers in 1939, ;;,hereas in .l93B it included but 5 per 

oent, an increase or 43 per cent over a period of seven 

years. 
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A study of Table V vdll show that the first yet\r 

o:f the depression showed a sharp decline in the i;oholaatle 

:population or· the County. '£he S,J;Corn.l year sh.owed an even 

greater a.eoline but by t.,hf, third "Jear the F~ds1°al Govern

ment• s Fa.rm .Frog::-am had begun to make it.self t:elt and 

the d.eclin& was stopped temporarily but. set in the next 

year and oor~tinued until l9So, VJ.Lich year· u .. ar~;od ·the high 

tide of .i.i'ederal iiade-·,:ork. i?rotil 1936 on 'the deolite bas 

continued. 

It ia signLf'ioarrt that the u.ecline in scholastic 

population ir1 t.ts rural districts i'or tl:..e pe1·ioa under 

consideration was ap1xeoximatoly 39 _per cent, while the 

urban districts su:ffHreu a loss of tut 2·1: per cent and 

the County as a whole lost a)proxiruately 30 p;;;:.:rt ce:nt. 

It would therefore seem that there is u drift of the popu

lation away frQ.lil the sn.:.all centers .zmd tov~u.rd the larger 

ones. 

1lhis bGlit~.t' is fu.rtlls.r .strengthened by tho fact that 

more than 50 per cent of the one and tvw-teachtu• schools 

of.' the CoU.tTCY b.av,;; .soue-J1t to transfer their entire 

scholastic Z:H.);puletion to larger centers a.nd further by 

ths fact ·that there ara llO'.N m~my vacant far.f11 ho.mes in 

evidence throughout the County. 

Disregardi:l:~e tl1e question o:f home o,1Jna 1·ship and home 

dispe r.sion of tho general population. ot.' t.h.e Oounty, the 

writer is of the opinion thut a program cf' concent:cation 



of school ad1uiniatration 1:voul.d be valuable to that end .• 

:F'igure 2 shows a U.Ettworlt or modern highways whioh could 

be used to transport :pupils from all over the County to 

eigJ1t focal pointz ns storm in ll'ic;ure 3. The irregular! ty 

by the t.opograpty of th.e territory in ,;,ui:;;stio:n but all 

ot the territory a.asigr::.ed to ea.ell of t.he districts could 

be serviced by notor trarrnporta,tion with no point more 

than fifteen miles rrom its focus. 

In ·v'ie1:; of tho situation as ,pointed out in ttis and 

pre,~edirig chapters the iNriter must c onolude: ( 1) 'i:hat 

the schools of Kiowa Cuunty ended the period in better 

· physical condition tbsin tht:tt in \'\Jflich they began it. 

tho end of' the period 1'ound. better trained 

fit tbJ ne~;;ds of the .);?O_pultrtion. (4) '.!"i.L~t there is a 

definite drif't in so11olastio :,opulatlo:n away from. the 

sawlllur cent{:3TB ard tov:ard the larger centers. (5) That 

a concentration of ad1ninist:retive centers would be justi

fied for ccom)mic reasons. {6) '.that State and Jf'ederal 

participation st.ould be con.tinueil. 
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