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of 'the Nashville Convention . The first pa.rt dee.ls with th@ cause.s of 

the Convention, \vhile the seoond pa.rt d<ts,eribes its or ganization. and 

An effort has been nude to narrate the f ·aots , develop the prlnoi .. 

ples , and :portra.y the results of this Convention., showing the antagonistic 

forces of freedom and slavery., and tbe strikini c.onfliot of interests 

betfien the industrial North and the agrarian South. Many aspects of 

the struggle lie outside the scope o:f this thet::is . Ea.oh side knew that 

it alone was right nnd that it alone was. defending a fundamental and 

sacl"'ed cause. Special effort ha~ been made to give the r el ation of the 

oconomio and soeial to the politieal factors. 

The author hopes that this the.sis will oontrlbute something to a 

clearer comprehension or the true nature and real ohara.cter of' that 

system the South sought to perp~tuate. 

Stillwater. Oklahona 
l.1ay,, 1940 
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CAUSES Oli' TUE CO' '\i-ui'l'IOl 

The Iashville Convention of Jun~ S, 1850 . :; an oute;rowth of the 

conditions existine; between the ~forth A.n t .e South. 1 On could not 

view the Ur,.ited States in the f'ortios ,rl.thout realizin that, eoonomi-

cally, the North was taking a course far differont irom that of the 

South. 

On both · oes of the -~on and Dizon line ~1 r exi te teeming 

civilit tion whoso ai.pe ts ere so mmer s e.nd ~h se intcro:::t so mani -

fold tr.nt it wt\s l ost irtposs le to eteot anti- Sou orni a 

do:mi nt ntere. t in the .forth ., or of t e o , r it fe l n.c control-

iing Southern motive . Yet this sectional difference dC"Volopec. into one 

of the •orld ' s ;r test civil confli ts. 

The South felt that its constit iona r t nd privile es ware 

bein~ trespassed 1pon. 2 There ep ,enred to e two w Jr by which the 

Constit tion ni~ t be inter1u-eted; one advoc int stro~ central 

zovernment , and the other very jealo~s Jest the entral ~ove. nt 

shoul encroach u on the r r t.s of the stat s d ina ·v l ·t· 3 ci. izens . 

In fact , ~overmn.ental p rs y e ela~$ified s fol ow: po ors 

1Appendix .:!:?_-1:h! Co~ossional Globe , 31st Concress , 1st Session 
( a inr.;ton: Covornnent .t'l'in.ting Office, 1850) , Vol. DII , fa.rt 1, 
P• 294. 

2 ,:.bid., P• 201; House Document~· 7~3 .. ceth Congress , 1st Session 
{~ nshington: Government Printinz Of foe, 1900) , X'l, 185., 

3Appendix to~ Congressional Globe, 51st Congress , 1st Session, 
Vo • '-'.:I , Fart!. P• 140. 



specifically delegated to Congress J powers denied to the states s and 

powers implicitly reserved to the states inasmuch as they were not 

specifically givon to Con.gress . 4 

2 

Tho Supreme Court was so created that it has the right to declare 

whether laws ,-rore constitutional or not . 6 A section ~rom the e Jersey 

Plan was adopted , which derranded that state courts should look on Federal 

Laws that wero in accord with the Constitution as the Nsupreme law of 

the respective ' states '" and superior to state la;·s. It was unity on 

this subje-ot that gave to the second section or Article VI or the Con-

stitution its famous de.olara.tion that the Constitution as the supreme 

Law of the Land. 

Such were the main points in the great dooument which was ne.de 

possible by the first compromise . Three other compromises also played 

a pl.rt in completing the work. 6 

The South was flooded with Africans . Were they to be counted as 

oiti~ons , or inh bita.nts , or hat? It was agreed to adopt the scheme 

devised by the Continental Congress , and count a slave o.s three-fifths 

of a man.7 A state , therefore , with 100,000 slnves , counted them as 

60, 000 P30ple when reckoning ho many :members it could have in the House 

by this compromise. a Congress agreed not to touch the slave trade (im-

port tion of slnves) for twonty years , though a tax might be levied on 

4senate Document ro . 232; 74th Congress , 2d Session ( ~ashing-ton: 
Government Printing Of1'fce-;-T938), X! , 294. 

5Ibid. J Appendix ~ .§! Congressional Globe 11 31st Coneress 11 1st 
Session, Vol . XXII , Part I , P• 301. 

6Appendix ~~ Congr.essional Globe , 31st Congress , 1st Session, 
Vol . XXII , Part ! ,pp. 142, 576. 

1 Ibid., P• 641. 
8-
Ibid., P• 768. -



ea.oh slave imported . This was the third compromise . 

One genuine objection to the Constitution was the fact that it 

le..oked a bill of rights , or set of laws that tended to safeguard the 

p"rsonal liberties of the citizens of a na.tion. This lack the states 
' 9 

met b) offering the fourth compromise. They proposed to ratify the 

document with certain amendments which supplied such safeguards . lo 

3 

Congress finally adopted the suggestion and proceeded to add ten amend• 

ments in the ?"...ature of a bill of rights vm.ioh limited the povrer of the 

national government, but which in no ,ve.y bound the states. 

The Southerner's attitude toward law included several of the 

imperatives that control man and society. 

The Southerner was aware of the authority of l<"'ederal law, es• 

paoially the Constitution of the United States; of divine lmv as it iei 

stated 1n ~ Hol:y: Bible; of those laws , most of which are made by the 

states , that regulate tl e dealings of man with man J and of the unvrritten 

18: of society. 

The Constitution was considered the supreme law of the land and 

was zealously upheld in the South for its defensive values. 11 B'rom 

about 1824. when the South was deolinin~ in population and wealth , the 

South emphasized that pnrt of the Constitution that reoog;nized the 

existence of slavery and upheld states• ri hts . 12 

9Ibid.,pp. 594 . 595. 
lO~ression.al Globe , 36th Congress , 2d Soosion (V.ashinzton: 

Congressional Globe Office, 1861) , Vol . XXX , Part II , p. 781 . 
11Appendi~:. _tQ ~ Cong;ressional Globe_, 31st Congress ,. 1st Session, 

Vol. XXII , Part I# p. 296 ; ConBressional Globe , 25th Congress , 2d Session 
(Washine;ton: Congressional Globe Office , 1837) . VI . 56 . 

12Appandix ~ ~ Congressional Globe , 31st Congrosa , 1st Session, 
Vol. XXII , Part I , P• 604. 
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ln reca.rd to the law of God 1 !!::! Holy Bible was the supro 

revelation of God's la.w for Man's guidance. Sinoo th re wero many 

pa.sso.ges rocognidng the existence or slavery. the Southorner :reo.sonod 

that slavery 1as sanctioned by the law of God. 13 ThG South interpreted 

~ Uol;t: Bib1e literally a.ru.l usually use v rses of t e Old Testament. 

It was convinced .that it vm.s a.dherLrig to the strict letter of religious 

law.14 

In y respects the South was & frontier and inherited its share 

of the frontier trait of personal law enforcement. which was called 

lawlessness. Ruralnoss , slavery. the pla.ntation. sy"'tom, and the e::ds-

tonoo of a strong unvll'itton code operated in the plantation areas of 

the Old South to rostrict tl e porier of ordinary law o.nd to enlarge tho 

area of life in rhioh man acts without referenoo to legal e;uidance. 

The Southerner was an in.di vidualist who shaped his actions according to 

looal oustomand his own notions of h0'\1 he "hould behave rather than 

n..ccording to the laws of tho land. 

Slavery o.lso affected lo o.l custol!'.S and attitudes.. Plunters were 

haue;ht and jealous of their liberties and so impationt of' restraint 

that they could hardly boar the thought of beL~s controlled by any 

superior pow&r. They were invested vTith a sort of domestic diota.torship. 

and they were tyra.n.n1ca.1 . arbitrary, self-willed, and dictatorial. 

h.very affected tho planter' s attitude toward law. The planter. 

on his own estate, as lawgiver , executive , and jud e . His ·ord vm.s 

131:bid. ,. P• 573,. 

14Ibid. • pp. 384, 4E!5 , 7691 Tho ¥oJy B,ible., King James Yerdon 
(London: Oxford University Press-;-1'9 0 , Genesis 9: 26- 27 ; 141 14. 21 J 
Exodus 21: 16; Leviticus 25, 44-46; Galatians 61 101 JO$hua 9; 23 ; 
Joromiah 34: 8-22J Psalms 115s l SJ I Corinthians 12, 15- 26. 
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final in respect to the economic and social life of his slavesi work., 

food; clothing, housing, marriage , divorce, and religion. 

The slave owner, while exercising the great poter granted to him 

by the state , sometimes took yet more po er, and quite often tho state 

upheld such eneroaohmonts. 15 Southern states left the slave owner fre~ 

to exercise so e of the powors thnt usually belong to th state , and 

even where there was law, the planter sometimes either paid it soant 

attention or interpreted it with marked lit~rality. 16 

The two ideaG of tho Constitution around which the history of too 

United States v, a to center was well expressed by ··ebster a...11.d Hayne: 

National and States ' riehts . Hayne contended that the Constitution was 

a compact, the states .ere sovereit,n Yihen they fo d it , and ha.d 

retained their sovereiznty , although creatin another sovereign power. 

In case of deliberate and sottled differences of opinion between the 

parties to tho oompaot as to the extent of the po iiers of either, Hayne 

intainod that resort must be had to their common superior, throe-fourths 

of the states speaking through a constitutional convention. This appeal 

could be made by any state. forte £oderal overn.~ent s bound to 

aequiesc in a solemn decision of a sover~ign state , acting in its 

sovereign eapaoity, at loast so far as to make an appeal to the people 

for an amendment to the Constitution. Webster, on his part, contended 

15congressional Globe ,. 31st Congress ., 1st Session (Via.shington: 
Government rinting Office , 1850), Vol . XXI , Part Il,pp. 1118, 1119. 

16charles • Sydnor, ltThe Southerner and the La.wa , " The Journal of 
Southern History, VI {February, 1940) • 10. Further evide'iico of the -
r.reat povrer of the ster over his slavo, and of tho states' recognition 
of this prnror, can be found in cases summarized in Helen T. Cotterall 
(Editor), Judicial Cases Conoernin5 American Slavery and~ liegro (5 vols.: 
, ashin tom Carnegia Institution, 19261, I, 150J II_. 516, 517. 



that the Constitution was. in no sense n. oo.mpwt, but an instrum.'Jnt 

whereby the people or the United. States established a strong o-entralized 

government and endowed it with ample ptn'?ers to enforce its ri_ghts_,,17 

for e. t:rtate to :resist the entorcemen:b of' · a nation.&1 law was revolution 

if it succeeded, :rebellion if it failed. 

Upon such issues as states ' ri~hts , sla:verJ, territorial expa.n""" 

sion, m1llitiot1tion and seoession• ,was the future o!' our nation bas.od.. 18 

Much of the ideal of ·the Old South could be expressed in term.e of 

an ordered so-oiety with ,,rell-dofined clo.sses t each living a sol£'-

sufficing existence. free: from exeessive pre-occupation v.tith competitive 

.struggle " 19 It 'l\11..8 .a. society where convnon folk should know their place, 

and where the- llqualityt should take their domina.nee a.a a me.tt:er of.' eours-e-. 

where slaves should not hat-e their bonds. Professor Ulrich n. Phillips 

bas pointed out that Sout_hern solidarity has existed despite the lack ot 

forces thnt e~only ·make for uniformity of thour)lt and lif:e. The South 

20 has never had a :f'oeus,,, Selective migration• he f'ou:nd ,. did not account 

for Southern unity,.. nor is it e.ttributable to community rolig;ien,. nor 

No11-sla.veholders in the South a.oted powerfully to pres-0rve the 

_____ _...._.,.~-----------~~~~~-------------------~--~---.----------
17,coeg;r;ess~::~1 Globe~ Sls:t Congress, 1st Session. Vol . XXI, 

Part Il, P• ill8. 
16samuel Flagg Be:mis , .!1l!, .i;\meriean Secretaries 2f State ~ Their 

Diplomaoz (lO vols.; New York: A ... A.. Knopf, 1927},. Ill , 51 . 
!&ft., E. Dodd, tt'l'h:e Eln.e,rgenee of the First Social Order in. the United 

Statas/t American Hl.atorioa.l ltevievr, , XL (Jrnuary,1955).. 217- 231. 
2°ulrieh n .. Phillips. "The Central Theme of Southern Ri.ator-J," 

A."ner-ican Ui.s't.orioa1 Re-vi_ew, 1CCUV (October., 1928) • 30. 
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institution of slavery; and this elomenb . as well as free nogroes . 

gave ra support to the movement fo r Souther n independence. 21 Though 

the influenee of slaveholding magnates and large planter s in setting 

the pattern for Southern thought is obvious , yet this group carried on 

with the support of the Southern sses . lfore important than the 

speoH'ic relation of ster and sla.v was the whole complex of social 

rel tionship iu1d biracial adjustment 'Which arose from the presence 

among the v.rhites of vast m.unbors of blacks -rmo had to be not mer e l y 

employed at labor btt controlled in the interest of orderly overnmant 

and tho maintenance of Caucasian oivilization. 22 

In the ante~bellum South , one found a conservative people who 

re satisfied th their civilization a.nd minded to preserve it. The 

people found thoir ideal in the English :Provinces , where man had eome 

to terms with nature. Living terie.lly along the inherited line of' 

least resistance, it s the 'Wish of the Southerner to put the surpl us 

of energy into the free lii'e of the mind. 23 it a comfortable rural 

o tablishrnent , he could give scope to the refinements of' a settled life 

24 and could foster the great'Etst of arts ,,, the art of li vine;. 

fhen one took a closer viev1 of Southern culture , certain factors 

emer ed. In a lar~e rt, it was an Anglo- Saxon civilization. Thus, 

nativ Aroorioanism was an important feature of the Old South, as of 

21Appondix !2_ ~ Congr es sional Globe, 31st Congress , 1st Session, 
Vol., II , Part II ,pp. 1410- 1411. 

22Ibid., Part I , p. 1791 Phi llips, loo . cit . 
23~ndix !£_ ~ C,on:;r essional Glo~ Shl Congress , 1st Session,, 

Vol . 'II , r rt I , P• 65$. 
24John Crm'fe Ransom, ,.The South Defends Its Heritage, " Harpgrs 

'a,,Qazine, CLI.2C (June . 1929) , 108 . 
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the South today. Many wepe the Southern ho es that had remained 

eneration after generation in the same family.. Attachment to the 

soil !fas strone;; the eoono:my of the South s agra.risn econotny. The 

industrial revolution had hardly arrived south of the 'son Dixon line. 

Econonio lly, the Old South was a nfabric of cotton."25 Th6 

production of this great staple, fro 1820, increased until it far sur-

passed tobacco, rice, indigo , and sugar in i tlportanoe, and became th 

lee.ding ex.port product of the nation. 

In 1792, cotton production in the country amounted to only 

14, 095 bales . Two years later, Eli 'ihitney•s cotton gin wo.s invented• 

e.nd by 1801, exports a.lone mounted to 100,000 be.les . By 1834, produc

tion was 1,000, 000 balea . 26 Ginned cotton in the United States in 

1850 was 2,445 , 793 bales . 27 From 1840 to the time of the Civil War, 

Great Brita.in dre from the Southern states or America about four- firth.I 

of all her cotton imports . 28 During the fiseal yoar ending Jtme 30, 

1849, the South exported 63 millions of dollars of: cotton. 29 

Cotton s something more than a. orop or an industry; it was a 

dynastic system.. with a sot of laws and stand rds always under E1.S$ ult 

and peculiarly reoistant to change. It was map-maker, trouble-maker., 

25nThe South does 11.0-.,, and has always, depended. upon cotton a.a 
its finnncial basis, and the bodroo ~ found tion upon v.hich the material 
development and progress 0£ its industrial interests rest. "-llarvie 
Jordon, "Cotton in tho Southern Agricul ture.1 Eoonom;y," Annals of the 
American cad~.£!. Political~ Social Science, m (Ja.nua.ry71910), 1- 7. 

26-r.redorick J. Turner, The Rise of the fow ost,. 1819-1829 (.N York: 
Ilarper and Brother-s , 1906), Fe - - - - -

27 ig;hth Census of~ United Stat s, 1860 ( io.shington: Govern."ll&nt 
Prin-ting Office, 1864}. xciv. xxvi . 

281-'rank L. sley, King Cotton Diplomacz (Chicago: The University 
of Chica~o Press . 1931), 3. 

29Appondix !2_ ~ Congressiomtl Globe, 31st Congress , 1st Ser:rnion, 
Vol. XXII, Part I, • 6. 
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history-maker. It ms cotton thnt made the South into a section. 

On cotton. the South built up a social and political economy essentially 

dii''foront from trui.t prenilini in t110 rest or the country. 30 The full 

study of cotton in its relation to the life of' tho Old South . important 

nd elaborate as 11ere its agricultural aspects, was more than a.n 

agrarian study. It ,,'RS a field in ffl'lioh polities., finance . business 

organization, economics . cher:tlstry , and social psychology ere ela-

boratoly intermingled. It was a culturo complex. Despite the fnot 

that cotton growing and slavobolding directly involved only a minority., 

it ;ns nevertheless true that st~ndards , conditions, and pattol"'J:ls of 

Sl sooioty 1ere set by tho basic staple. 

est of South Ce.rolina, l nd was bought at government so.les a.t a 

dollar and o. quarter an aero or W!U oven seized without the formality 

of a purchase by sq~tters ,..,ho cntored the public domain, built their 

cabins , cleared patches of land , and then defied the Federal officials 

to oust them. Tho ease wit-h which one might raise e. eotton crop and 

t e relatively large returns whioh it brought, drew mon of all classes 

to tho lower South. Thousands of square miles of rich lands within 

easy distance of na.vi able ~iv-0rs gave the people of the region a sense 

of new opportunity, e.. feeling that the world belonged to him who can 

exploit it ., and a restless ora.ving for a new life fi..l'ld wide aoree- 11 

30Nm-1 ~ Times , June 1,. 1930; Turner ,. 2.E.• cit. • 48 ; Robert 13. 
Vo.no$ , Human Factors in Cotton Culture (Che.pol Hill1 The University 
of North Carolina. Press, 1929) 11 252 ; Appendix _!2. ~ Co:rui: r es sional Globe . 
31st Congross , 1st Session,, Vol . :crII ,. Part I ., p . 730. 

· 31ulrioh B. Phillips, nThe Deeadenoe of' the Plantation Systen.," 
Annals 2£_ the Arooriean Aoade~ .2f.. Political ~ Social Scienoe ;XXXV 
(June , 19loT; 37-41. 
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of which influenced profoundly not only the lower South but tho ,'Thole 

course of .American history. Dotwe n 1820 nd 1850, a ost anything 

seemed possible to the enterprising man oft o cotton country. 

After tho planters of oorgia. •. e.nd later thos - of the other states . 

had gained the territory from the Indians , they had then to obtain the 

labor requisite to eultiv: te the va.sJc o.rea.. Bet"(Jf)en the ar of 1812 

n.n the nnexation of Texas,,, this problem solved itself. On th rivor 

bottoms of ie..ryl d ., Vireinie. , and North Carolina., or in tho counties 

ich bordered on the Piedmont region of those states , there rere more 

tha.n million slaves hose number doubled ever y twenty years . Sinoe 

the demand for tobacco ho.d not greatly increased since 1800, and there 

was a no.ral exhaustion of the soil , thcr~ l s no profitable employ-

z:ent for these growing hordes of lacks , so i gra tion to ne-N lands 

beorune nee ssary. About the only pla.oe they coul d o m.s to the lo rer 

South where tho ster could take his slavos with him. 'Thousands em.i -

crated. thus addin_e their n.umber and v10 1th to tho cotton belt. Year 

tor year tho influence and pow r of tho plal'.lters booa.'110 more evident 

to th rest of the oountry.32 Th s migration caused mm1y of the poorer 

hi te settlers to go to the 1fortln est and also to Ala.bn:ma and Mississippi 

where they established themsel ves s planters on small scale. Those 

pion ers boo the most resolute and uncompromising of all the enemies 

of the Indian and the most ardent ~dvocates of the institution of 

33 slavery.. Thus , practically the whole increase of the s lave and the 

32Jppondix to~~ Con~r ossionAl Globe, 31st Congress , 1st Session., 
Vol . xx:II , Pa.rt I, PP• 686-687. 

33<;o:np.-ressione.l Globe , 3ls·b Coner ess, 1st Session, Vol . XXI, Part II , 
P• 1117. 



white population in the older South was emigrating e.nd most of it was 

going to the new cotton r egion. 

The census of 1850 gives the lower South, including Arkansu, 

as having 2,137,000 white people and 1,841,000 bl eke. Nearly all of 

the ne~ea were slaves. 34 Prao·cicall: e.11 the roduce of these 

ll 

l<>wer Southern states v,as exported.. But because nearly half t e people 

of th cotton states wer property , the per oapi.ta wealth of. the planter 

was much great r than the.t of' the Easterner; and notwithstanding the 

most unfavorable be.lance of trade a.inst his section, he made great 

display of his ee.lth. 

Rapidly increasing vrealth made the planters begin a most vigol'ous 

campaign for tho annexation of Texas . 35 From all parts 0£ the Old 

South and from the ~ast, adventurous men and prospeotive planters hur-

rled into the disputed region, took up lands, and began the oultivation 

of cotton and the importation of slaves f'rom the older South. 36 They 

were winning for the United States a new and promising empire., and 

~-resting coveted land from the hand of llexico. The Revolution of 1836 

brought independence to the Republic or Texas and , eventually , a.."ln.exa-

tion to the Union, through a coalition or Southern and Western party 

37 
groups. The .!e:rloe.n ,ar followed and still other vast area,s of land 

ere annexed. What cotton planters wanted, Congress somehow· round a 

vm.y to grant. 

34Appendb: .:!2.£. the Conll'ressional Globe, 31st Congress , lat Session, 
Vol. XXII , Part I , P• 559. 

35Ibid., P• 606. 
36lbid. 
37Ibid., , P• 473; Vol. XXI, Part I , P• 479. -



If ever people rere taught to believe t ,e:rri.20lves invincible in 

poli ties1 it was the people of the cotton country durini:; the two 

decades 1hioh preceded 1050. 38 A va t region of' rich cotton lands had 

been rapidly opened lip to them; the natives had been dri-ven beyond the 

distant Red ivcn a. new state om bracing :. ore than two hundred e..nd 

39 
fifty thousand square mil es had been annexed ; an the pro-tective 

tariff polioy by 1'.lhich E stern m,.,;nufactur rs sougi.t to pot3Scss the 

Ameri oe.n arkets free from competition ha.d been abandoned. 'lh lS , the 

Lotive of A.J:l~rican expansion in the South wa.~ the acquirin of re 

land for agriculture- for cotton1 tobacco , and oane.40 The S0 1th 

remo.ined agricultural ;hile Now Enela.nd was becoming a. manufacturing 

conter. 

The unpr eocdented ro.igration cross the Alleghenies brought a 

gr t dora.nd for the manufactured products of the t~a.st, nd t o vitc.l 

12 

factor of improved t:ransportation methods bee a nu.tional necessity.41 

Co stfrise ships and steamers served t.o unite the North and t Je South. 

But between the manufacturing i;orth and thri vine but needy · lest , lay 

only tho poor roads and Indian trails . So these ~o sections e.ueod 

on a sectional policy of irrliernaa. improvements , on.using an extensive 

orun.paign or road and csnn.l build1ng which led to ext:ra.vagnnoe and debt • 

• t bcoamo ve. plain that national aid to projoots such as road-

building,. oanal- digging, and railroad construction, hich woul d bind 

38.r..ppendix ~ ~ Con~ression l Globe, 31st Co:ne;ress , let Session, 
Vol . XXII , lart I , p. 473. 

39Ibid., P• 178. 
40-

Ibid., Part II , p. 1412. 
41llidt d States Statu· s !:!?. L~rr~-• 18th to 23d Con:;ross (Boston; 

Charles Little and Ja:mes Brown, 1850, IV, 22. 23. 
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the indusJ·rie.l sto.tos of tho rorth to the ae;ricultura.l sta;tes of the 

Weat ., was not popular in the Southland; it \',ould have t o pay its share 

for them ltlthout receiving proportion.al benefit. 

Both North and South had differ?nt views on government a id to 

inter l i rovO"::lonts which were issues in tho national conventions 

or 1831 , 1840., and 1848. 42 

On the tariff question., the South felt tho.t an. ovorpow-oring North 

was going to use fed~ral uthority, sooner or later, to impose Northern 

,n 11 for th p:ror.10tion of ·northern advn.'1to.ge . destroying the Southern 

i dustrial a,d scoial order quite rogardloss of local consequences 

and of !'inancial ruin.43 

The main breeding ground of dis-content lay in South Carolina.44 

'ore specifically in the coastal plQntation district nonr Charleston 

,;.here the nogroos outnumbered the whites sever l fold ., and miere a 

pl ntor1 s family typically d\~elt amid a horde of blaoka , oomplote and 

chaotic ruin :as envisaged n.s e. result of uphoaval or overthrow. These 

lowland plant.ors, numbered by hundreds rather than by thousands ., were 

far too few to contemplate a separate political destiny for themselves ; 

and South Carolin was too small to :make of herself a.n indepen.dent 

republic unless in dire emergency and in prospect of prompt adhesion 

by neighboring states. 

The tariff act passed in 1816 had imposed a heavy duty on all 

42norace Greeley and John Cleveland (Compiler s) , Political Text book 
o.f 1860 (Now York: Tho Trib.:.ne Association, 1860). 11 ., is , is. 
- ~AEpendi_.!, ~ ~ pongressiona.l G;tobe.- 31st Congr ss ,, 1st Session, 
Vol . XXII. Part I , P• 645. 

44cong;ressional Clobe , 31st Con.gross , 1st Session, Vol . XXI , Part 1, 
P• 452 .. 
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eotton and ,,oolon goods imported from a.broad, 45 whioh s unfavorable 

to the interests of Southern slaveholders . but benefited th& 

ac;rioul turists of the lest and tha :ma.nuf a.oturers of the Iforth. 46 

The Southerners were greatly angered by the passaze of the Tariff 

of Abominntions in 1828,47 and the loaders 1sed it to pronote the open 

declaration of stntGs'-ri hts doctrin.o . 48 Fivo Southern legislatures 

protested a&ainst t e Act , and the legislatu:ro of Sout Carol na set 

forth its ideas in futpositfon and Protest , drawn up by Calhoun in 

December.,1828., in whioh it v.as argued that the st.ate can use the 

pov1er of veto to co pel the eneral ovcrnment to bandon tm unconsti-

tutio 1 power. It sug ,osted that a eonvention of the state or South 

Caroline. should be held, to decide in v.im.t manner the To.rif'f Aot ought 

to bo declared null and void within the lilllits of the ato..te. So 

throatening l'lllS the outlook that Webster wo.a thoroughly convinced that 

the pun of a So thern confederacy had been received tith fa:vor by a 

reat many of th poli tioo.l men of the South. Nothing more Yro.S done 

at tho moment , because the Southerners expeotod to find in the newly 

elected President, And Jackson, a champion of their cause. 49 

In 1832, Congress took up in earnest the subject of tariff 

45~ls of~ Oongross of the United States , 14th Congress , 1st 
Session { shington: Gales and Seaton, 1854), XXIX, 1347 , 1351; 
Appendix~~ Congresdona~ Gl obe, 31st Congress , 1st Session, Vol . !XII., 
Part I , pp« 304• 305. 

46ApFend~~J?:!~ Congr~ssional Globe. 31st Congress ., 1st Session, 
Vol. XXII , Part I . P• 177, 

47Re ister 2!.. Debntes _!!: Conzress , 25th Con$:ress, 2d Session, 
(~ashingtonr Gales and Seaton. 1833) , IV, 756, 786. 

48Appendix ~~ Conf?"essional Globe , 31st Con"ress , 1st Session, 
Vol. XXII, Part I , P• 178. 

4slbid., P• 669. 
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revision; 60 the rates ,·:ere lowere but the protective system was 

reorganized on what promised to be a permanent basia . '.!'he South 

Carolinians detcr.nincd to rosist it, o.nd to try the \'Tee.pon of minorities , 

11 state interposition. n5l The leader of tltls movement ms Calhoun~2 

and the upholder of the rights of the federal cov~rnmont wu~ lm.drew 

Jackson, 53 who had given plain intimation 0£ the line ot couduot ho 

would tak if South Carolina. should attempt to assort her protond-ed 

ri,.. t of veto of national laws, and threatE'mo to hang the firnt man 

'1- o c used a drop of blood shed n opposition. 64 

The panio of 1837 ended a period of' prospGri 'bJ for the South. 

Hard ti es in England do it necessary for En~lish banks to thdre: · 

their funds from the banks in Nm,r Orleans, 1hich were neodod for markot ... 

i g t e cotton orop.. When tho Now Orleans bank f iled , thi caused 

the banld.. rr syste~ s or Louisiana and Uosissippi to fail .. 

Scores of new banks created durin ·the .11tlgration failo '\'1 len the 

declining prlae of !'am rod\ ots de it impo,sible for the f ers to 

re y their loans. 

After tho f 11 of the Natioiltll Bank d removed all o:rootive 

restraint on note issues,, the South:wost,, liko tho Korth·rost, had 

60AE;e!ndi:x ~ ~ Co~ressionlJ:,l 9'1!)~, 27th Cont,ress, 2d Se6 i n 
(i aohington: Governr.i.ent 1•intinrc Offi ce , 1842), pp . 108 , 109 . 

51.~r-0ndbc +.<?._ ~ Co irros ional Globe . 31st Congress, 1st Session,, 
Vol. XXII , nrt I,pp. 140, 754; Congressional Globe. 31at Congress , 1st 
Session. Vo • CX I, Part I, p. Gif'T I J. F. Rhode , Vr'is:to1 r of the United 
Sta.tos (7 vols .. ; fow York• The cl Ulan Compe.ny,1900J':° Y;" ~53. 

52Rer; c;te! of eba:'..;er, ,mp n";r o ;1,. 22d Con.,rc ·s., 2 S..,ss·on {Yash• 
ington: !ales and Seaton, 1833)., 'ix. 791. 

53 P •. en ix~ .!h£ Conq;rassi ma,1 Glob.2,, 31st Cong:re s, 1st Session, 
Vol. !XII, fart I, P• 598, 

54Ibid , , also Part II , P• 1492 • 149.S,1 Janes Sohoul e r # Histol of 
the UnitodStates ( 7 vols.; New York: Dodd, Mend & Company, 189~1'!'S) ., 
III , 49g;··· 



speculated in wildcat btmking in Vlhieh great quantities of bank notes 

"Here issued wi tllout a reserve-. The w.i thdra-1. or t'..he' publie funds 

from the fifteen ttpet ba:nke" to meet the installments of surplus dis

trlbution to the states olimaxed the erasn.55 

16 

.As ha.rd ti!llOs follow<xl the pa.nic t taxes ceass.d to be -pa.id, public 

revenues dwindled and disappeared, and the credit of the states them-

of: obligations which a:mountad to seventy-fivEJ million dollars,. These 

debts had been aoeumulat~ by the lending of stato ereQit to banks .and 

by works of internal im:provements such as rce.ds .. cetn.a.ls, and ilNtilroads .• 

-while other stato:s of the South, by- the sale of state bonds, had taken 

stock in pri1tate banks, so the failure of many of 'these ba.."'.tks dep:rived 

the state treasuries of the di -vid&r1.ds on 'Vthioh they d$pended to meet 

the bond issue.. When Florida beorun.e a state in 1845 • it t"epudiated 

bond$ vm.ioh it had insued to its 'Unicm Broiks.,. to the amount of three 

million nine hul1dr~d thousand dollars.06 

Bank failures in the South ineree..sed in the years from 1$.3'7 to 

1841 , Bee use of the fact that eott<m prices remained high i'or several 

years, the South y1,elded to the panio slowly. In 1837, ootten prie:ea 

dropped from .fifteen oente to ten. had a quick :rec~e?Y, thens. gradual 

651te!5!ster . of Debates l}; COE£!:~:lss , 20t..'i. Congress~ 1st Session 
(Vfoshington: Ga.Tes and Seaton, 1826) • XII!., 379., 382, 

50n. c .. M-0G:rane,, us:ome A.spec.ts or Ameriean Ste.to Debts in th.e 
P.orties,,u At~rioan IIi.storica.1 R.o:view" XXXVIII (July~. 1953),. 680• 
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decline in 1843 to six oents , and eotton growers faced ruin. 

Diversified ag;rieul turo had beon pmcticed in the ttpper South, 

so this section su.ffere loss from tho panie. In the newer states , 

to acco had its place as one element of general far.:nnc. and as 

prioes fell, tho fa.mer depended on ot e r !.'a products. He., dis-

placed tobacco as a staple in middl Tenne-ssee and Kentucky from 1819 

to 1834, since the -b.rif.t' protected it from for ign competition, and 

the .superior fertility of the soil proteoted it from domestic com eti-

tion. Mo t of 1 t ,ms sold to the cotton states in the form of e-ordo.te 

and ol th for barn • other Southern s-ta.tes, sueh as Kentucky e.nd 

1-.lissouri , r ised livestock, but the eott-on ~wer ad no substitute for 

cotton. 

Nortro :rn financiers controlled the co-tton markets, low prices , and 

cost of rketing. The plantor sent his cotton directly to factory 

in a port city or to his local o. ·~nt,. and vm.s pa d in draf'ts on New 

York or London, ;hioh ware discounted a.t local 'banks , the :ro.te of dis-

count depondin on the time elenont and the rate of e:x:o ante in Mow 

York. The planter lost the amount of the discount. Tha a.gents f"or 

Northern or En~lish firms and New York banke rere ettin the profits.67 

·o-t irds or the cotton e p we t to England. T e freight charges 

on ts transportation aoros the sea amounted to l rge s ; , nearly 

a million dollars in 1843, and sinoe most of the oeoan shippi was 

ed by Northern interests, the freight char es went into Northern 

pockets. The Norbh p:rofi tted on both exports and imports t the .expense 

57A. H. Stone_, 1•The Cotton Fe.otore.ge srstem or the Southern States , " 
Am.orican Historical Review, XX (April , 1915). 557. 
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of t .e South. vmich ounted to 88,436,728 n 1849, hile the 

ugo profits oft e South £lo d North throu h con umpt on of rorthern 

oods, tariffs, eost of co ton market n, and the unoqt l operation of 

t er 

}Tort 1 

58 
1 govern.r:ient. 

Tho irrita.tion fe t by tne Southern leaders ovPr e raft of the 

s n en fie y tre ~rowt. of the abolition ove:ment there 

c use<l y : pio s ran 'S as _en · m n Lu.'11.d , J. C. irn0 r, Yi l ia.rn 

Lloyd Garrison, John Brown, liar i t eec er Sto, e, ._d others; by the 

underr,round Rail y; by he a. Turner insurrectio~; and y ec lesi s-

ticnl a.g't tio 59 • 
In the S th there was a class of' eople ho thought that 

economic and political easures were not sufficient to equalize the 

North nnd the South. They thou .ht th t the only y tho South could 

id it.elf of s1br.ervience to the North s by leaving the Union. GO 

In tho late forties, t,o faotors caused controversy and strife: 

econo ic sectionalis and the intenaifioe.tion of tre slavery issue by 

the sin ,ling out of one narrow as ct~slRvery expansion in tho ter

r tories--61 til it beorurt the eq,livalent of 11'S0ut em rights" when 

riew-ed b one set of l aders , while by another zroup, the ch ok nG of 

s1oh expansion was re r osented s synonYI:'lous with democracy and freodom. 62 

68Appendix to~ Congressional Globe. 31st Congress , 1st Session, 
Vol . ~ II, P rt!, PP• 396, 411, 706. ~ 

59con5ressio · 1. Gl obe , 31st Congress, 1st Session, Vol. !:.n.I, art I, 
p. 453. 

60!~11fl~ to the .£2.nisressional Globe , 31st Congress , 1st Session, 
Vol • • 'II , Part I , PP• 508, 516 , 667; Roberts . Cotterill , ~~ South 
( Glondal , California:: The .Art ur • Clark Comptny, 1936), 199. 

Glcougreosional Globe, 31st Co:ngroas, 1st Session, Vol. XXI , Part II, 
pp . 1120, 1121. 

62Appendix ~ ~ Congressional Globo . 31st CongJ-ess , 1st Session, 
Vol . XXII , Part I, P• 254. 
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The r stlesa forties had boen a pe riod of notable exp sion into 

Tex n , Oregon, Utah ,, and C!l.lifornia.. The far ;1est in 1840 had been 

but vast exp nse o unsettled country -tra.1rersod by he r ds of buffalo , 

peopled by asp roe Indian population , and knmro. only to a handful of 

whi ta tr dors o.u tr ppera. Th re ,"!ere :f' 1 ro d ... ; tb aridit y of t he 

1 .....,<1 prcsent~d f "Ul · ur pr-.> lo:1.s to :1.en of the B st ; thero ,·1as gr en.t 

hc.z rd w. re c:r de trails forded rivers or crossed .:1ountain ond d sert. 

In the Southwost , Sam oust n , by 1836, had won a 1uic~ docision for 

i n epondenc tlG leader of American settlers in exas; a.nd by 1845, the 

for of expe.nsion had brot1g t the grent new coI:ltlo1.mca.lth into the 

Union. 63 Pol concluded a. treaty with England y which the Oregon 

c l ai - ,vere co promised on the line of the forty - ninth parallel . 64 

A c11rio11s migration h d broua- t the .IJormons,, fifteen t~ouonr. s trong , 

to the shores of Salt Lako June , 1848 . In January of the srunc year, 

ol d rmd con f ound on Sutt r's ranch, r.nd so occurred the gold ru~h 

into Ce.lifornia. 65 By the clo"o of the year 1849 , California had a 

o~ 1 tion or one tUndr ed thousa:nd. 66 

:ith the hel p of Larkin.., th Amerioa.n consul at .fontercy and 

rrePont , the " P t l:finde rtt rrv nts moved rapi<'!ly tow rd , al:i n California 

e.n in c,pendent stete vri.t a pro spe t or anncx:a:tion to the TJnited Sto.tes . 67 

63congressional Globe , 29th Congress, 1st Session (Washington, 
Conhreseionnl Globe Office, 1846), Vol.~. P.rt I, pp. 38 , 99 . 

64ponr;ressional Globe ,. 31st Congr ess , 1st Session. Vol . XXI , Part II, 
1- • 1663 . 

Vol. 

65Ibid., Part I . P• 476. 
66~ndix ~,!;.h~ Congressional Globe. 31st Congress . 1st Session, 
XtII , Part I, p. 261. 
67I bid., art II, PP• 1365, 1366. -
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n~ 18·19 .,. th y ho.a pc fected a. constitution ar..d 

sio:n .s a free state into the Uni o::i.. can, ile , the foxican ,;ar having 

- oen vt :;i~d ., 68 tho Treaty of G-uadalup llidal go , February 2 , 1348 .. had 

cl·nchod ·i,he 1,,(. r.i.oe.n olu.i,. to tl. ""io Grande bounda,ry or T o..s , and 

.a tran ferrod to tho United States a vast nm,; terr itory v;. ieh cT s 

to co.pri e C lifor_ia ., Ut h , ~fovad , large po.rts cf .\riz.onc. and 

:;ow • Texko .. e.nd portio of Colorodo and riyond.ni;. 69 

f'hil t}10 nntion s a o"' istoming i'tself to he no tor to al 

x~n i on, tho lave:ry controversy caused 1 n to q stion ,.h.eth<,Sr the 

rcpu lie W!ls not t» be s 1Rtt ro an ·het er · 1er e ,,, s to 1Je one nation .. 

or t ,:o , or sov ral .. 70 There had come loud complaints that t .. e i!exican 

:ar as rnr of s l av n expansion; nd tho ·n1mot Proviso ha.d presonted 

to t ~ states1ren or the reriod the cr..allenging pro le:t:1 of eomehow quiet-

ing extremis'l:~s on both sides , protecting Southern rights, preventing 

wnr * and preservin.t'.'. 'threatened Union. This Proviso, ,mio decla.r d 

that sla: •ery W'\S to e prohibits in the .,hole of t he territory to be 

acquirod fro I':exioo , 71 failed to pass the Senate. 

Thomr1.s Jofforson had lone; a.e;o s u dared t the consequences nor 

the coincidence of n. moral ... rinoiple ru d a Geographic 1 line," But 

John Quincy Adams ha said , :1en celebrating the semicent eru1ial of the 

68conp:ressional Globe .. 30th Congress, 1st Session ( ,ashing-ton: 
Concr ossional Globe Offioo , 846), Vol . XXII , Part I , p. 295 . 

69senate Document No. 357, 61st Congress , 2d Session (Washington: 
Government Printing Office , 1910) , Vol . XLVII , Part I , pp. 1107-1119. 

70Appendix to the Congressional Globe , 31st Congress , 1st Session, 
Vol . XXII , Part I , p . 1468 . 

71Ibid., PP• 256 , 257 . 
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Constitution in 1839, that if the day should ever co wr1en the 

affections or the peoplo of the states should be tlie:aated from each 

other , it rould e far botter for the people of 1; te isunite states 

t::o part in friendship from each other , t an to be held to..;,eth,~r by 

constrni t. But later, \;cbster , on t11e celobrn.t c! sc'1"cnth f Harch, 

1850, tti.ted th t he wns convinced that sl very "-S excl de_ f om the 

···exlc:till ac :Luisi ions by physical ceo:;;re.phy; considerin"" the. both 

C 1 ifornia. a.fld Ne-.. , fo:xico ,rore destine to o .fre-o, «> d ne wonld not 

tako pR • n to reaffi , an or ine.nee of natur .. nor to ro-onaet the 

w 11 of God . 72 And it would not bo t lso to put in a WH, ot oviso, 

for the p r . ose of a taunt o-r " · n73 S reproach.. outbernern were m ing 

demo.nds foi' Con.ressional s nction of slave 's territorial ex sion.74 

In 850, Coneress, while &dmittin C lifor.nia as a froo st te75 

and there'b;r destro· n the sectional equilibri uu in the Sen.':'l.te , hn.d 

or ani~ed Utah and .. aw J.iT.oxico a.s territories m hout excludin, slavery 

fr t e~.76 ~ortharn predominance in Con ress as made eompl te. while 

at t se.r.ie time~ the territorio.l demar1d of ·t; e South prevailed. 77 

Jeanwhile, in the South, roaotion from an outraged justice oon• 

earning tle throatenad exclusion of Southern property from national 

72£:>n~ressio:oal Globe, 31st Congr ess , 1st Session, Vol. XXI, Part I. 
p .. 4 o. 

73Ibid., PP• 451-456, 481. 
7~e Doeu."llent tfo . 733, 56th Congress • 1st Session Vi shington: 

Government Printin Off'iec-;-I'900}, CXV, 186~ 187. 
75coggres3ion..~~ Clo?:>e , 31st Coneress. Lst Session, Vol. XXI , Part II, 

P• 1111. 
76Ibid .. ., p . 1113; Append.3!- .:E_ ~ Co~ressional Globe,. 31st Congress , 

1st Sc.sn on, Vol. X.HI . Part II, pp. 14:10, 1.., 3. 
77ul:ri h D. Phillips , The Course of the South to Secession (New York: 

• Appleton Century Company-;·1939) , 145. - -



territory had gone far to solidify that consciousness of cont.non 

C' lt"Ure M.d c01I1mon griovance IJhich was to become the essm1el!t of 

South rn Nationalism. 78 It was becoming evid-ent that the Sout. v.ould 

seoeJe rathor th aubrait to the 1 i ot Proviso. 79 
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Ono of tho disturbin::; factors of' 1850 was the prospect that the 

exact numerical ba.lanc3 of freo and slave states , s about to bo upset.80 

In 1812,, there were nine i"ree a.nd nin.o ;:;lave st tes. Thon six more 

states in the 
81 

orth had been be.lan.oed by six in the South, so that 

in 1850 there vere fifteen :Jte.tes on each side of tho lino. r1 th tbe 

probabla admission of California, hO\"J'OV r. th0 free states would ve 

a mt jori ty,, e.nd the South so.w no oleo.r pr-ospeet of restorinr the 

'--l ....... 0 .... 82 Th t th t th " t t !O"ld :i.· ncronse 0 nd UQ, ... u ., e prospeo was a ~ e tree s a. c . ~ ... ..... 

that the population of the North rould ~ain• thereby reducing the South 

to a position of distinct inferiority in the national Congress .. 83 If 

the \ ilmot Proviso should e made to apply to a.11 future territory, 

thus shutting off the hope of admitting so much as a. single additional 

slave state, the South ould beoome ttmmllo,md u it" the ine.inten oe of' 

78consrossio~""'i"" Clobe , 31st Con r ess , 1st Session, Vol . XXI . 
Part I , P• 451. 

79nouse Doour.ient. No . 733 , 56th Con eas~ 1st Seseion, CXIV, 189 ; 
R. R. Stenberg, ff 'otivationof the ,ilmot Proviso/' issi_.ssippi Vallez 
Historical Review, XVIII ( ,a.rob , 1932) , 535. 

SOApl;!endix ~ the Conr.ression.a+ Globe , 1st Concrcss , 1st Session, 
Vol. xx~ Part I, PP• 596, 597. 

81The Northern states added ;3ince 1812 -were Indiana (1816), 
Illinois (1818}, ine (1820) 1 Miohigan (1837) , Iowa (1846i and 
isconsin (1848) . Those of the South \\/'Oro Mississippi (1817) , Alabama 

(1819), issouri (1820). Arkansas (1836) , 1'e~ma (1846) , and Florida 
(18•15) ; Ap~ndix ~~ Cone;ressiona.1 Globe ., 31st Congress . 1st Session, 
Vol . T..XII , Part I , P• 437. 

82!J:zpendix ~ ~ Con~ressional Globe, 31st Congress ., 1st Session, 
Vol. XXII , Part l , PP• 640., 641. 

83congrossional Globe, 31st Congross , 1st Sossion, Vol . XXI , 
Part I , P• 451. 



Southern "rie;htstt in the Union rould b oone hopeloss# and di union· 

would of!'or the onl:1 hope of preserving a di tinotly Southern oul tur e. 84 

South Carolina s rightl the eenter of t e drive for , outh rnism i:J:1 

1850, bixt it ms considered politic to h :vo the movement apparently 

initiated else here. nnd throu ;he efforts of Ca oun. n. conventicn 

in Mississippi w s induood to propose an 11 out cm convention to be 

held in Nns vill • ts purpose, th ~oderntes said, was to consid r 

what e.etion should be t en i n c se essontinl Southern measures should 

rail in Con.,r-eas; to the extremists the purp se was to str ke at one 

for Southern ind pendonoe regardles of Co ~ress. Within S uth Caro i:na, 

a stl"l.~ lo s being fou~ht out bet\ioen t ose who. iko Rhett and Bluff

to:n,.85 favorod secession by the st te , and 11 000 "'r tionist" uh s 

La.ng<ion Cheves , A. P. Butler , and R. i • Bo.:rmrell , ,: o favored secession 

lndertakin s as would oove sido r side with si!'lilnr effort3 in other 

states of the South. As .for Unionism. in So th Carol ina, favored by 

.sueh r.ien as J . L . Pettigru and Joel R. Poinsett, mo . re squarely 

against secession .~ether by cooperation or not , it us already outside 

the mAin current of political agitation. Tho vito.l question in South 

Carolina in 1850 was not "Shall we secede?" , but "Shall we secede, 

independently?" . Though the aggressive tendency was l ess me.nifest in 

ot er "tates ,. ~ ss meetings wero being held in various parts of the 

South .. 80 

8~Iouse Document!£.• 733 , 56th Congress # lat Session,. CXV, 778 , 7791 
ppcndix 12_~ Con0ressional Globe , 31st Congress . 1st Session, Vol. XXII . 

P rt I ., p. 619. 
85c. s. Boucher, nThe Annexation or Tex sand the Bl uffton Movement 

in South Caroline. ," : ssissi;eP,i Vallez Historioal Review, VI (June , 1919) , 
3 

86ApJ?!ndix .i£. ~ Con(Gr essiOI1a;_l Globe , 31st Congr ess , 1st Session, 
Vol . XXII. Part I, PP• 33 , 34 , 450 , 479 , 516, 607, 696 , also P rt II , 
P• 1411. 



Tho so-oalled lfashville Comrentio:u. which met in the city of' 

87 Naslr.tille , 'l'enn.easee, Jun.a 3.., 18130, waa:; a meeting of· Sou.t.h.ern 1oon 

r<5:present:ing a numbor of' sla.vehold.ing slatee.3-8 The chief purpose of 

this meeting was gene1-ally coneeded ·to bo the praserrtation of a united 

protest from the South .Q,g&inst the attempt to $.X.olude So'Uthern men 

with their slaves from tl1e natioti;al te,t>rltories,. whioh had 1"eo~tllf' 

boon won from Uexico ... -in other words , to protest against all :forms of 

the Wilmot .Proviso., 09 

The advocates of' th-0 inmrament declared in 1n1pport of their plan 

threatened aggressions o:f the ..,olid Rorth; that the oouti:r1.:uation of 

the Union in its intogri ty depended. upon the org;ani.zation of o, great 

Southern sectional party; and that this was the ai..111 ot th~ convention. SO 

On the othor hal1d; those 1>1ho emph&.1.,.ically .opposed the plan- cl1a:rao .... 

teri ae-d it as a treasonable scheme in.a-bi gated by ul ti:•a ... fa-otional 

leaders in S~uth Carolina and. Mis.sissippi to sever the Union and 

Vol .. 

782. 

87con~ressional Globe, 31st Gonzress ,, st S0ssio:n1 Vol. x::n . 
!; ""p'1: 579. ' -

a },:a:-cndu .:!is:.~ Ccngr;ea.,siona.1. Globe ,,, 31st Cong:,;~ess , 1st Session. 
X."{Il ; Part I• PP• 294, 462. 
89Ib1.d., , Part l!,, PP• 930. 949. -Clf'I 
"""'t~ousc Docm:umt No. 733, 5Cth Cong;rcas,, 1st ness.ionJ CXV ,,, 781, ----~- , · .-. ~ - ' 



£'01 1 • Son.J.;horn con.fod.crac • 91 These accu ntio r: cnne lar y from 

Uc.rtfor 
92 Convention. 

Th Mo.shv:illo Co 1· ontion c;rO\ directly ou~ of a cnll made by a 

to.to Convention held a Ja.okson, Mis"'i"'sip::, , Ooto'bor 1 , 840. But 

t toro is cvidenco to s o · thn.t t e oone ption orizina ·ec with som~ 

25 

So th<:rn reprosentative0 in Con ,ress , th n.ost nonspic 10 c of \-hom rere 

Senn.tors Cal oun and But cr 1 of ,.,out;h Carol ne., one na.v" s 

of Pississippi. 93 

Footo, 

On ·the Ot . o!' '.ay, 18GO,. Senator Iou ton f Texas 3 id t at ho 

reg!'Ott d that tho South deemed it ::1oceaan.ry at thin t5.!ne to resort 

to t e extro.ordinarJ .... 1o<le of remedy ng ex s tin:; ev ls , and averting 

othore , by oallin£; a. convention; tr.nt it wo ld not do to sto.rt in 

South Carolina.- .e:re discontent had in former tines existed to an 

unlucl..-y extentrthat 1t wn.s unwise for . issiasip i to be t e ch ""pion 

a.:nd forerunner of this movement , oven thoug;. Tcnnes ee ~ould become 

the theater for the organization of the different ropresonte.tiveo from 

the states. 95 

Mr. Foote repliod that tha sovereign State of Mississippi , in the 

91 EP~mdix !2-~ Congressional Globo , Slst Cone;roes , 1st Socsiou, 
Vol. xx'fi, Part I, p. 599. 

92Ib1d-. pp. 413 , 599 , also Vol . XXI , Po.rt I ,, p . 578 .. 
93~e Document No. 733, 66th Con,ress , 1st Session, CXV , 1204 , 

1205. . - -

94Appendix ~ ~ Con~rcssional Globe , 31st Co~ress , 1st Session. 
Vol . XXlI, Part 1 , P• 100. 

95Ibid . J Hermann Eduard Von Holst , John c. Calh01m (Boston: 
Houghton fflin Co pany, 1917) , 317 , ct. oeq7 
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in0:ple1Y . ovement to m.rl s the fationa Conven ion, or • ioh she 

snot ·~stig ted by Sout arolina or hor s{;atesmen. 

-,t ·t;,,-- 1fi.,nL pp hf'ld actod upon or unbiased judc;men·, wit 011.t 

insMgat.lon from my ciw rtor. 96 Hmr1 ver~ y oc,am.ber, 1850 , Foote had 

111$ tha Il10'V01n6nts l.11 1 j.saissipr:t VTiich ed ·o •J (~0. lint Of t 0 

·r • · 1J C ,._. . 91 .n.snn .e on..- 111,,1.0:;1 , u th t t1. Conventton ·.ras mor,, 01• l ss 

nari;:e ut by h s ;reat i· telle t. 9~ 

The ' issit3 ippi -0.ll for tho mishvi lo Conv ntion wao olosoly 

cor.nected ;v.i. t 1 tl.e 

or , 0 tl;;h rl l. 
100 

1·s f ,O!l[:;ress in JffilW'l.l"Y • 1849. T .o : :tss ssippi 

Con_r ntion -.:rhial is, cl · 1 -c call re erre .. w 1- ad resc of tho 

~otrth rn dolo~ntion .;.n the last Cong;.re;:;s , to i:1hich the rooolutions of 

t .. e central e..--id primu.ry neoti..'1.gti i.n the St;::.to , ru1d .,he procoe 4.ngs of 

th Convention v, ioh follOl:rod th.em nay be regarded as t e response of 

.,. . . i 101 _,1as1ss1p:) • 

In roe;nrd to this address , Senator Butler stated in tho Sendo 

that the meet int:; of S0uthe1,i members of Congress • , .ich r esulted in the 

o.ddress , did n<lb originate with South C!\rolina. , nor -vms it suggested 

primarily by -0ithor of the senators or representatives of South Caroline. J 

Vol. 

96Ibid . 
9~dix ~ the Co~rossional Globe , 31st Congress , 1st Se 

XX.II , Part II , P• 139 • 
98 ' Ibid., Pnrt I , P• 100. 
99Ibid. 

100rbid •• Vol. XXI, Part I. PP• 578, 579. 

lOlibid., Vol. XXII~ Part II , PP• 1390, 1391. -

ion., 
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t t . ~r. Calho nothinr; of it,. rmd th". t. ere had been ,,o or 

thrc r<>eetin""s before no w. cons, lte 1102 o.nd tho.t it id ot originate 

wt im,. t t at Mr. Foote of • i s ssippi, nr..d ?.~r. Hunter of 

V r tt c · dcntn y n c. co .. i ttec roo of tr..e Co.pit.al and they 

do c.e thr'.t r.atters hr~ ;:rn , d suoh n.n o.s, ect , and the posi ion of 

arr irs wn:i s ch th. t so ot 1 ng of the kin vro.s c 1 ed for. So the 

C vention id.en or gin ted vrith these t-r c;entle".'lCn, in l ·diug 

Mr. Turnoy i'rom Tenneasoo m.d Se tor .fou ton fro, 'fexas, and vmo 

o. optc a.ft rds by an.103 

Althoi.1n;h t e pl n · y n t h vo boon tho eoncep{; on of !r. Ca .oun 11 

as r,ener 1l r ohar;:;od t t o ti."n.e, it is c fact that he i~edia.tely 

ado tc t ~ idea, end bee ~o 104 .. e lea.c.in-; ex onont of it. 'lfr...,t 

ro ,11~· took a.co ms escen ~ia ly this : on the 23d of ecorr.ber, 18 8 , 

c u "S of ixt~ nino on. s e dint ,c s~nate 

Cr mber,,. to consider 001:10 p an to avert the dangers that t re tcned 

t cir section. A committee of fifteon was appointed, ·which cotn:littee 

comniss ioned fi of its .. mbors to repare nn a dress. 1r. Co.lro n, 

ho ias the t,.iidinr; spirit of this oomriittoe, draw up an "Address of 

the Southern Delez tes in Con ress to their Constituents, ,ilOS On the 

13th of J nuary, 1849, the address s repOTted to the mole oor.rmdttee, 

1o2Ibid., Pa.rt I~ P• 101 
l03Ibid. . 

l04~blioan Banner~ rtashville Whig (Nashville, Tennessee), 
June 13, 1850. 

laiAp c:ndi:x: ~ the Congressiona.l Globe , 31st Congress , 1st Session, 
Vol. XXII, Pa.rt I, P• 581. 



28 

and it was finally adopted on January 22 ., 1849, lOG and sent to the 

newspapers of the South for publication., Only forty- oight Southern 

Conr-rossmen signed the address and only two of these were Whi gs 

( ississippi) . Tho address , aftor setting forth the attitude of the 

North, urged the Southern poopl o to forget their political n.nimosities 

and unite in one party for the defense or the South. The purpose of 

the address w-e.s primarily to pr ote a Southern party to include all 

South rn peopl$ . Whigs opposed it as they th<T..xc;ht the program mul d 

Although the address issued no call for a Oouthern convention# it 

has its p:i.rt in promoting it.. Apparently influenced by the address , 

a meeting in Jackson ., Mississippi. t:ay 7., 1849 ., 107 issued a cmll for & 

state convention to meet in October to consider the relations of' the 

North and South. 108 The proceedings of this y meeting were sent to 

Calhoun., who sug:ge,;tad that the October meeting issue a call for 

109 general Southern conventi on. 

Prior to tho <Jay Mississippi meeting, .. Calhoun wrote certain 

significant letters to leading men in the various Southern states, 

which indicated clearly his interest in the movement and his influence 

on it. 

In a letter to John n. eans , of South Carolina. ., April 13, 1849, 

he said: 

lOGnermann Eduard Von Holst , Constitutional History of tho United 
Stntos, 1846- 1650 (Chicago: Callaghan c.nd Com.pony, 1966)-;-rY;-412- 422. 

l07concressional Globe , Slst Con ass , 1st Session, Vol • .XXl, 
Po.rt I .,. p. 942. 

108Ibid., PP• 578- 579. 

lO~e Document No. 733 , 56th Coneress r 1st Session., <D.'V , 778 , 
779 , 1206 , 1207. - -



I run of the impression that the time is near at ho.nd when the 
South will have to choose between disunion. and submission. 
I think so, because I see little prospect of arresting tho 
aggresoions of the llorth. If anything can do it ,, it ould be 
for the South to present with an unbroken front to the t orth 
t.e alternative of dissolving the rtnership or or oe sing 
on their part to viol to our rights and to disrege.r the 
stipulations of tl1e Constitution in our fnvon and that too 
without delay •••• But it will be inpossible to present 
such a front, except by means or convention of the Southern 
States .110 

29 

Mr. Hilliard • Judge, of Alabama, on the 29th of April . replied 

to a letter from !!r. Calhoun. dated the 15th of tr rch. in this lan£Uages 

Your sug~estion as to the necessity or a convention of th., 
Southern States is perfeotly obvious. We can not get along 
any other way-- the !forth will not be deterred from her course 
or ronton aggression by resolutions of the State legislatures . 
but let the legislatures first declare the prinoiples and the 
people or the Stateo can give them force tmd effe.ot in 
convention_.111 

To Andrew Piokens Calhoun., on the 24th of July, who wa.s at the 

time in Alabama. he .su gested the srune plan, a.ncl asked 'Whether Ala bani& 

mi ht not be induced to make the call , adding that Atlante. would bo a 

r,ood point for the meeting. 

In a lettor to Colonel Tarpley, of Mississippi , dated July 9 , 

1 am ?:rea.tly obliged to you for a co VJ of the prooeedine;s 0£ 
your me ting. I have re it with a great de l of pleasur • 

You ask me for ray opinion; as to the courso. ".:ii ich should be 
adopted by the State oonvention, in October next. I have 
dola.yed answering your letter until this ·cir , th.at I 1aight 
more fully notice the developments at the north. before I 
gave it. They are ore and more adverso ·o us evorJ day. 
There has not been a single oocurronce, since the rising of' 
Congress , 'Whioh does not indioote an the pa.rt of the North 
a fixed determination to push the abolition question to the 
la.st extrone. 

llOA2~ndix je ~ Coni:rrosaiono.l Globe, :311"t Con{;re , . t Session., 
Vol. XXI , Part I 1 P• 100. 

llllbid. -



In 1!rJ opinion thero is but one thing that holds out the 
promise of saving both oursolvos o.nd tho Union ; and the.tis 
a Southern com-ention., and that ., if much longor deln.yed , 
co.nnot .. It ought to have been held this fall . and ou ,ht 
not to o delo.yed beyond a.Tl.othe1~ year.. All our movements 
ou ht to look to that result. For thn.t purpose ., every 
Southern State oue;ht to be organized , with a central oom
mittoe, and one in each count7. Our is lre y. It is 
indispensable to produce concert and prompt action. In 
the meantime. firm nnd resolute resolutions ought to be 
adopt.ad by your s and suoh meotings as may take place be
fore the assembling of the Legislattre in tho fnll~ They , 
when they meot , ought to take up the subject in the most 
soloron ruid impress· vo nner. The grea.t object of a 
Southern convention should be, to put forth in a solomn 
a.nner the causes of our r ievances in an address to the 

other States , and to admonish them, in a solemn manner, 
as to tho co equonoea , which must follow, if they s. ould 
not be redressed, and to take measures prepo.ratory to i t, 
in case they should not oo . The cull should be addressod 
to all those who wer desirous to save the Union and our 
institutions, and who in the alternative , should it b& 
forced upon us • of submission· or dissolvin the partner
ship, ·hould prefer the latter. 

No St te could 'bettor ·ta e the len.d in this .,reat oon
serv tive movement than yours . It is destined to be the 
reatest of sufferers ., if tho abolitionists hould suoce ; 

and I am not certain, but by t.he time your convention meets , 
or at the farthest , your Legislature, that the t o ill 
have come to ke the call. 

ith great respect , I am 
J. C. Cnlhoun 112 

30 

As to Calhoun's inf'luenco in fostering the Southern convention, 

we had the testimony of Foote in a personal letter to Calhoun on 

Septembe:r 25. just fivo days before ·the Mississippi meeting o.s held; 

I am gratified to have it within my pov."Or to inform yo-u that 
several leading gentlemen of both the t\•ro great poli tioal 
parties in I ississippi have promised :me at our approaching 
convention to act upon your suggcn1t 1~n reln.tive to the r ecom
mendation of a Southern corwontion. 3 

ll2This letter is not in the eollootion edited by Professor J . F. 
Jameson for the American Historical Association. It was published in 
many Southern papers in 1850. See Republican Banner and Nashville Wh~~ ' 
.!..ay 27 , 18501 a.lso Nashvillo Free 'i'lhig , June 1, 1850;-;rso soo Von Holst , 
John c. Calhoun, 327. 
-Tl3von Holst, John c. Calhoun, 335. - -
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This inf'luenoe s fu r ther shown by a letter written to him by 

A. Hutchinson from Jackson, Mississippi , on October 6, 1849, just 

after the Mississippi conventio Ue wrotet 

Two of your letters to General Foote :re.re enclosed to ma, to 
be 'USed according to y discretion on tho questi n of the 
crisis . That sug~esting a Southern convontiou .ms shO\'m by 

e to our r:utual friends Chief Justice Shar ·ey and Judge 
Clifton., rho ,, although Whigs , a.re well up to Southern 
rights. re adopted the idea Ttith ardor, but all concurred 
in opinion, tha.t if we should procoed on a course reoo -
me dcd fron South C rolina, vra sl ould :t il. The idea of 
a Southern convention had previously ocourred here--but 
you y 11ell apprcci te how much your opinion strengthened, 
confirmed, and ootl.matod us. I dropped a note to General 
Foote stating that l t 1e.d occurred in }..iisaissippi that 
o. Southern convention ms the imports.nt action required. 
You will undorstnnd this. 114 

The ·ss·s ippi state oorwention, t1.Ssomblod nt Jackson, October 1, 

18491 .... 13 composed of both Domocre.to and WhigsJ its chai an , as the 

1hi~ chief justice, , illi L. Sharkey. Tho convention Slnm'.Cd up its 

wrk in a scrie of' rt1solutions , one of: which · as a call for o. general 

Southern convention to meet at Uo.shvillo, Tennesseo , the first Jton1ay 

in Juno , 1850,. "to dwise and adopt some .odo of rosistM.ce to treso 

agg.rossions. nllS 

Other resolutions ere that th South would entertain a devoted 

and oheriahed attachment for the Union as it was formed _. and not a.s 

an instrument 0£ oppression; that if Congress pa.ssod the Proviso, or 

prohibited interstg,te slave trade , or abolished slavery in the District 

of Colw.nbio. , the legislo.turo should uthorize the "'OVCrnor to call a 
116 

state comront1on to consider the mode and measure of rodress J 

ll4The Mississip:2ian {Jackson, Mississippi), October 5, 1849. 
ll5congressional Globe, 31st Congress , 1st Session, Vol. XXI , 

Part I • p.. 578. 
116 ... b:i.· a· •• p r-79 

.I. " "' • -
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That the institution of slavery in the Southern stat.as was 

guaranteed by the Constitution to be exclusively under the oontrol 

oi' the states in which it existed as a part of their domestic policy , 

whioh they only, had e. right to regulate, abolish . or perpetuate , and 

that all attempts on the part of Congress or of othors , to interfere 

with slavery directly or indireotly, wero in violation of the Con

stitution, 117 

That the passage of the Wilmot Proviso by Congress , which woul d 

in effect, deprive tho citizens or the slaveholding states of an equal 

particip tion in the Territories would be considered a.s an unjust dis

ori ination to the states of tho South.118 That the legislature-should 

pass such laws that would encourage the immigration of citizens of' the 

slavoholding states , with slaves to the new territories of the United 

Statess 

That the rich.ts of the South in African service , existed not only 

under but over the Constitution. They existed before the govornment 

was formed and that the Constitution ms rather sanctioned by them 

than they b'i/ the Constitution. Had the Cons.ti tution not admitted the 

sovereignty of those rights , it never would have been itself admitted 

by the South. It bowed in deference to rights older in their du.te.s , 

stronger in their ola.im. and holier in their nature ., than any other 

ioh the Constitution oould boast. Thoso rights eould not bo changed 

117 
Con3rossio-nnl Globe, 36th Congress , 2d Session, Vol . XXX, Part II , 

p. £170. 

118~ ppendix ~ ~ Con~ressiona1 Globe , 31st Congress , 1st Session, 
Vol . X:XI! , Part II , PP• 648 , 649 , 995. 
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evon by ohange of the Constitution.. They wero out of rea e 1940 

nation. The confederacy tli t dissolve and the Constitution pass 

Yta.•-;. but those r~ghto will rcr .. in unshaken and will exist while the 

South onsts nnd when they f'e.11 the S ,.tth 11 perish rith thom.;119 

That a. oornmi t·bee of six be c osen b the Convention to prepa.r 

a.n address to th people of' the sl veholdine; st tes . 120 A 0 1 an 

e.c. rGss to the people or the So th vms drawn up and adopted, statin.~ 

that the controveroy m.c a :most .al ing on to every lover of the 

Un' on. 121 It la"' a dispute et.<.-een fourteen states on the one s· de 

nd si:itteen on the ot er side, or of fifteen on each side , if Delaware 

vhoul fraterniz wit the South; 

That the Union must bo preserved . The slave states , in r sist-

i g such druigero s nd destructive usurpations of the federal govern-

.,.ent, er defending the Constitution i.md the Union. Their position 

was lmol1y dcfcnsive--defensive of their dorostio relations., and their 

priv te rights cf proporty--defensive of tl eir laws , upon mich these 

dome3tio relations a.nd rig;hts of proper ty .ere founded- -doi'ensivo of 

the Constitution and the Union--d.efensive of le: 'I ., order ., nnd rood 

gover.nnent, of the ri ,ht of the people to eovern themselves , by the 

122 govornmonts and laws of their own :mking, throughout the world. 

llS~on~roGsional Glob ,, 31st Congress , 1st Session, Vol . 'l ., 
Po.rt I., P• s·ra. See Appendix for complete ro olutions. 

l20lbid. ; ~ .. ississi;epinn., October s. 1849. 

121AJ2Eendix 12.!h! Co:ngrcs~ion~l Globe. 31st Congre~s, 1st Session, 
Vol . ::XII ., Pe.rt I t P• 581 , Part II ~ P• 1131. 

122congressional Globe , 31st Congress . 1st Session, Vol. XXI# 
Part I_. p. 578 . 
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But should the non-alave tates combine to enforce e:nti~ 

rcclaoa.ti.on aot::;, o.nd con'vi uo to pass laws to preve11:I; t 10 extension 

of slavery intQ the 'l'erritorios, or furth r attenpt to ti.bolisl it in 

the District 0£ Columbia, or attenpt. by a~ e..T11end,."nf;,nt of th Constitu-

tion, to abolish it in the slave stat s--whnt "')rotectiou aid the 

slave states have gain.st these a~cressions , and these dangerous 

usurpations of undelegn.ted pmror, undor a Constitution by which they 

ought to be enablod both to protect themselves and .osoibly save the 

U on. The states, before ti1e ratifioation of the Cons ti ti..ition, had 

b en assured tha:t stat s , a.s ore;n.ni.ted col'l!!.nuniHos , could successfully 

resist all suoh ggressi~"s.123 

Bocauso the ~i.xtcen non-slave states e·ceeded the number of olave 

st tos by t\'ro , and could send a jority of four sonutors to Congress~ 

and by thoir population, having a larger- majority in th~ House of 

Reprosontatives. o.nd Free Soil and Abolition Sona.tors and Representa• 

th· s , a:id a. Froe Soil n1..d .hbolit on President , they could im.ke the 

federal govenment a -ans ·to destroy slavery in the fourteen slave 

Qt!}tes--first by excluding slaver-<J from tho Territories , in order 

tha.t , by admitting new state~ into tho Union, they . ight inoroose the 

nmooer of non-slave st tcs to three-fourths; socond, 'by abolishing 

s very in t e District of Columbia, or in all pl oos where Congress 

might exorcise exelusiv legisla.tionJ and lastly, by changing the 

Constitution by an on nt , to abolish slave?'IJ in the United States .. 

If the sla.ve states submitted to it , they would oease to exist as 

123Ap:ee,ndi:x: ~ ~ Conc;ressional Globe, Slat C.ongress , 1st Session, 
Vol • .XX.II , f's.rt II ._ P• 1165. 



c of ho Unio , Resist noc o such 

!tr Ca. ho• n "'rote to ..l'l( r ., 7 P ckon"' , , lhoun on Oc -o · .er 22 1 l8·l~, , 

sc.nctionine :!ia:::issippi ' o , n 'ion on t; o sl ve quo::.tion, s'ca. ·ing t t 

~ t t t , d d '1 t t n ' '11 125 e .. ery oou • 01 s- ·a. c s 1.ou- sen uo_ecn es 0- i·.nsnv1 • 

So:r..c zo!"t of net ion ·ri t 1 refe rcneo to the convention t'.:E s ::on 

i: r~ous Southern ct tcs., fol o·t.in:; the J:::i.ss:1.snipri Com-od:;:on of 

12<> 
Oct;o er 1 , 18•19. A , njor ty of tl stc.te le,,.isluturoa r so cl 

plan of ropresento.tion •. 127 I o ·:over , there s li· t c roz-~ arity in 

t .e ""Ot. o s o selectine c elegates. s s_ o m. above 1 _,_ississ ppt ' s 

October Convon ion · .pointed dolei;ates . Bi.-t on t c 20 ... h of -~ ·oh 

follrnving , the er;i la.ture T1ot in oint session and f'or sona nkncmn 

naon chose 1.~hcr de_o -atos . T 5.s o..ction cai.:.sod considora la dio• 

~ ti i'notion , c1,pcoial y 10ng nenbors of the 'lhig ~ .. . 128 A protest 

s en ;cred , signe · y- t.·:tn1.ty-covon manbor.o of the legislatu:ro., in -v ich 

t ey al :cd t1 t tho najority had overstepped t oir ~uthority. In 

ir.rl.to.t:i.on of the ~othod o.r ol.oosine clec;n es to a n."1.t onc.l convent on. 

124lbid., Vol •. V.! 1 Part I. P• 578 • . 
125tbid. ; Houso Document No . 73S,, 56th Congress ., 1st Sessi011_. 

CX:V., 772--;-ri'J. See Appendix for nruii'e's of' Deleca,tes . 
126cong~ssione.l Globe., 31st Congr ss ., 1st Session. Vol . 'I ., 

P rt I., p_ . 578 , 579, 5PD. 
127A,;Een~ E ~ Cong_rossional Clcbo , 31st Conuess . 1st Session#' 

Vol . II , Part I; P• 598. 
128n:.e V,ioksburg t:_ig (Vicksburg., Uiasissippi)., tnroh 20, 1850, 

had this to say of' the attitud of the rhigs torm.r t a action of the 
state legislnture: nlfonrly all t 1izs of that body have placed on 
record th ir solo:ron belief that as the Octo er Convention pl~dged the 
people to abide by the Ua.s ville Conv ntion, it ust be peculiarly ap
propriate- top rmit the eople to have some di:reot agency in the 
appointment of delegates . " 



b s it1 or :r:-o for -o 1 represo t", ti ve 

in Conzroas . r:mkir"L f'o·..ir from ·tl.e its.to e..t lar~ , o.n'~. tvo fro:.. each 

Conrrcssionr.l district. 

In Alaoor.a. anci Soi.!t Car _inc .• tho " ate 1 ,r,:is ..... tvrc ... r s:;cd 

:resolution.::; (mdor.,inG the ins c un r,ropl".lse br !:im;i · p i. and 

rrovidinr f'or the election f dol ccatcc . Ln.ter, i ~ la .nm . .,. .. croat 

<l.onJ of hnrsh crit · :'..or "· r: pre ~oked in the r -:~ of tho 1',. e 

because , a t .e,; olca.:tr.10 , 1 lc[;i"latnre .n.d us Tpc t c rr vi e o 

of th pcoplo. 129 

o nont A e. o:mia_ of 1Th"ir, nyrpcthies ,. opponc 

t 10 onvontion . n a lot ·er ( uLo April 21, 1850) to a frio d. Ro 

ca.id: 

f.s to JJ~e ·'!' shville comrontion, ny O!)inion , as thini;c ::iow 

stand, is ac; insi.:; it . I ad.her to the position taken by me 
l s ntlnM r- ·hat no co .rontion oueht ·o ~ e 1elc in tH?vnnco 

of some act or a.g8res"' ion on the po.rt of the government. 
'.t'he rrto::it of t.~C:l lczizlo.t •re sho· d avo ,one ~ .,ms to groo 
upon some clear .. sonsiblo, firm r solution upon the subject. 
a"1 empower the ;:ov()rlll:iont , in the event or v.n ag~cssion,. 
to oall a convention or the pooplo to consider the question 
n 111 · tn eur n s: t o 1·1 on~, t reoo y. 

I qni e ac;ree '·· th you tha~ t ,ore ms no nut. ori ty on the 
pa~t of tho legislature to ppoint delegates. Our friends 
ouc.t not to connoct the~solves ,rith it. 

,o ha l s tt e the question, Californ~ vr.i.11 be adrc.i tted, 
and t.'lo other portions of the Territory organi::cd i."'lto 

ovcrnmontn ·dthott the Proviso. 130 

.::,C 

In ord r to pn.cif'y t'1oso -:runnu:rin0 s and to unite the two parties . 

the 1 gislature subsequently e .pmrorod the ,overnor ·bo c 11 conventions 

in tho v ,rious count ea o.f the st te n ordor that tho people might 

12~~epencti~ .:!:2.!.~ Con~ressi onal Glo~0, 31st Congress , 1 t Session, 
Vol. XXII ,. I art I , PP• 38 , 142; Re;eublican Banner ~ lla.shvi lle Vihig. 
April 23 , 1860. 

130.Appendix 12. !h!. Con{ir essional Globe, 31st Congress , 1st Session, 
Vol . XJ Il , Part I , P• 399. 



approve or disapprove the action of the legislature. These meetings 

1ere usually well attended. and, almost 'thout exception. endorsed 

the mothods and candidates of the legislature. 131 

37 

The Georgi legislature pass~d resolutions in the latter part of 

arch , or early in April . wherein they endorsed tho convention and 

em.po rered the governor to hol.d elections for the selection of delegates. 

In those ro~olutions , they deolared th~ proposed admission of Cali• 

i'orni would bee. good and sufficient reason why the Union should be 

dissolved. • Too hs himself l'Opud:lated this foo.tur • At tlle elec-

tions held soon after., e.l though a mo.jori ty of' the oounties that held 

them voted for the convention, not more than one- m entieth of the 

state's entiro vote ras po1led. lS2 

In Florida , the gov~rnor w-as invested with the power of appoint ... 

ment by the lC'gisla.ture • whioh also endorsed the plan. It is interest-

ing to note that Governor l3r°"''n., in reply to a letter from the Florida 

delegation in Congress . prior to the action of the legislature , urging 

him to exert his influence to have delegates appointed, refused on the 

ground that the plan was of a revolutionary character. The Governor 

131 Ibid. , P• 398. 
132Th Republican Banner~ Nashville Whig of Juno 21 , 1850, 

quotes from the AuR!sta Chroniole {Auguste., Goorgia) , June 21., 1850, 
th~ followingt wln glAncing over the dele~ation from Georgia, we felt 
s01:1e curiosity to soe how many voters they represented. and there.fore 
addressed ourselves to the investigation. by which e ascertained the 
following results; essrs . cDonald and Colquitt were appointed by' 
the legislature, and nay, therefore . be regn.rdod e.s representing tbat 
body. Of the o·thers in attondanco , essrs. Benning, Crawford, Gibson,. 
and Fouche were elootcd by tho people or their respootive Congressional 
districts., and reoeived in the aggregate, 2.,409 votes . Vrhom they may be 
considered as representing. The remaining four are appointees 0£ 
Governor Towns , e.nd I®.y be supposed to represent his Excellency. 
Ge-0rgie. numbers probably one hundred tl ousand voters ., and yet these 
men who receive less than one-fortieth part oi' them, assume to represent 
her in this assembly. " 



advocated constitutional mothods of redress for o.11 wrongs , and sug-

gested that the South :might obtain justice through the Supreme Court 

in oase of aey infringement of rights . 135 

38 

The North Carolina thod , so f a.r as it iaS oe.rried out, seem:rl to 

have been for each Congr ,ssional di triot to eet in convention and 

elect two delegatos to the Uashville Convention, nnd to elect six 

delegates fro eo.ch county, rho should assemble at Raleigh to elect 

£'our delegates fro the state t lo.rge. 

Th Virgir..ic.. resolutions., dopted by the logi ln.ture on the 4th of 

February, looked pon tho proposed ashville Convention s oody to 

consult and to advise what action should be te.ken in case of inter-

ference with slavery. In c se the Wilmot Proviso should be passed , the 

governor wno uthorized to ce.11 sta.te oonvention which .1Should be e. -

powered to seloot deleentes to a Southern convention. Nevertheless . 

public .. ~etin,,.s :rere held in many counties to elect delegates. ·adiso~, 

Je£i'erson, fostmorelond . King Goorge . and Princess Anne Counties 

electod delegatos . In Richmond and Albemarle Countios , the convention 

eloment was defeated. In Albemarle, immediately after the regular 

meotini; adjourned, those ho favorod the convention mot and e.p ointed 

seventeen delegates to their district convention. r . Stevenson, late 

mini ter to London,, presided a.t this meeting. la4 There , a.s little or 

no s pathy with th movement in ,estern Virginia. T. Rayman, of 

Virginia, declared in tho nouse of Representatives . y 21 , "Sir, the 

133Appendix ~~ Congressional Globe , 31st Congress , 1st Session# 
Vol. II , Part I . P• 260. 

134.nepubliea!.: Banner~ l ash"Cfille ,~if$• April 19. 1850. 
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e£fort to get up meetings to send delogateo to .the Nashville Coir.J'Ontion 

h s been al..-nost an entire failure in Virginia.n135 

Tho general assembly 0£ Tennessee passed ·resolutions 0£ endorse-

ment, and .ovided f'or the appointment of dale atos by tho governor 

in the r tio of t\'10 for each representative in Congress. This law wae 

killed, however, by the Whig Senate. The citizens of Davidson County 

held a conv ntion in the city of fashville, at vmich the oonvon.tion 

element s voted down, t\n.d the meeting seems to h :ve endod in a s:plit.13G 

Tho inority, which favored convention, then et behind closed doors1 

passed the resolution offered at the former meeting, and selected 

delegates to ttend th~ convention. 

On February 27, 1850, • Anderson, of Kentuoky, introduoed in 

the legislature resolutions fa~orable to the convention. w ioh' re 

killed by a vote of' twenty-six to nin • 

In compliance nth tho lav. passed by tho Texas legislature, elec• 

tions were held in eastern and western Tex&s for tho Golootion of 

delegates . Ver,.; little intorest was manifested in. tho matter. 

Thus, recognition of som.e cru: ractor, generally by their .loe;isla-

tures, was alln.ost univer-s~l through t~e South during the fall of 1849 

and the spring of 1860. The deleir.n.t s wero iven no definite instruc-

tions , but were loft to exerois~ their own judgwm.t as to ,fua.t action 

they should take. The acts of the convention were not intended to be 

final or to have any binding force . But it was to consult, to advise, 

and to recommend.,, leaving to the pooplo of tho states oonoern$d., the 

135Ap~endix ~ the Congressional Globe, 31st Congross. lat Session, 
Vol . XXII , Part 1# P• 599. 

13E>:N'ashvillc ~ 11hig (?Tashvill , Tennessee) , May 7, 1850. 
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p1~ivilege of adopting or rejeotL"'lg the resu l ts of its· delibe1"fl.ti01.'l.$ .. l31 

The conve-ntion. held tv,o sessions. Pol" oonveuienoe , they may be 

designate-cl tho session before tutd the session a.rter tho Co1upromi1>e o.t 

1850.. When the first se$sion adjourned , · !.'b•,. Clay's fa.m.oua Omni bu$ · 

Bill, a.fte:r-;m.rds knam as the Compromise of 18:50. 'l>'la.S pending i:n 

Coniress. Thei!!e mee.suI""es w~ pru;sed befcre it r.eassetn'bled,.138 

The cm1wntio.n met at Nashville_. June 3,. 1850, with one hundred 

twelve; Mississippi. eleven; Toxas ., ow1; Alabama* t~n.tyrane-; Arkanaaa.,. 

two; Florida., sixs -and Tenne3soe ,, one hundr0d and t-vro..139 

The meeti.ngl40 ffl.\S, formally called to ord~r by Governor A. V • Brou,. 

of Tennessee. Judge fi.llirun L. S.harkey, 141 of W..ssissippi . vm.s oloot~d 

president by a.c:mlaroation. lfo11orable Charles J., ..!oDouald,l42 o.f Georeia, 

tion of the oredentin.ls 0£ all delega:tes,. C1.fter '\\1doh they took their 

l57At;rzendi.JF ~ t~ Co:ngressione.101000, 31st Con€f'ess# 1st Session~ 
Vol.. lllL, .Part Il, p.. 1392. 

138lbid ... , Pcart I I P• 645. 

15~b}-ie~ !._anner and Nash'Sfille Vfui,g, June 5 and s_ 1850. See 
AppendL~ for names of Delegates. 

140The proceedings of' the Convention wer·e fully x-eported ill the 
Nashville papers ., esp.a.cially t.hQ .R~£l!bl~ce.n llanner and Nashville Whig.
The reader is referred to these files as tho authority for all state• 
men.ts unless other r-ef'e:r<ence is sp,eoiffoally give~ 

14111n1iam L. S-harkey was Chief Justice sr ltississ1ppi. He was on• 
of the loaders in. the oonvention of' his state 'th.at oalled the !iashv-ille 
eonvention. 

142i!cDonald was .elected G-0-vernor of. Georgia in 1839 c._nd rewelec~ed 
in 1841 by the Union party. In 1851, he became tho ce.:ndidate of the 
Southem Rights party, but was defoated by Howell Cobb 0:f the Union 
party .• 
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eats. 

The question of the r:1tio of :representation in votini; pr-O'Vokod 

much d·scussio There . a.s strong sentiment in favor of voting by 

states., eaoh state counting equally. This.., 0 s i 117 ~doptod. 

A rosolutio111 introduced by Governor Bro.m. of 'l'onnesc .. e , • s 

adopted. which providod that ca"°h stata uol gation should choose two 

of its mo, bors to nerve ns a oommittoe on resolutions ., and that they 

, · ght ruport on any other matter that they thoue;ht neocssa.r.r. The 

me.moors of fuia committee ,r()ro: essrs . ewton and Go don. or VirginiaJ 

cDonald nd Bonning. of Georgia; Barnwell and ll .ond. o~ Soutl1 

Carolina; furphy and Campbell of .A.lab ; Doy nnd Clnyton. of Missia- • 

sipi; Ilonderson. of Texo.s J Forman and Pearson, of' Florida; Brown and 

Nichol on. of Tennessee , Roane end owcll , of Ar· 1sas . Gordon o:t 

Virginie. was elected oh ir.m • 

In taking th chair . Judgo Sharkey ddressod tho conventlon. Ile 

de arnest appe 1 for ha ., on;y • e.nd insisted that thoy' sho•,.2ld 

adopt courageous but consortrative measures , and bcnr constantly in 

mind the reat objeet for Vlhich they were ssembl dJ namely, the 

perpetuation of the Union in its original pur1ty. 14S 

The session continued t days ,. and during that tiloo many rosolu-

tions and nsures were proposed. These ero fre~ly discussed. ai't~r 

vmich they r refer-red to the co 'ttee on resolutions . Thee 

mittee ' a drd't of the resolutions was submitted late in the seS1Sion, 

and was read before the convention by J'r John A. Campbell , of' 

.Alaba.n-.a. ?hey er essentially tho earlier proposed y him. 1th 

1 Scon~ressional Globe. 31st Congress , 1st Session, Vol. XXI, 
Part I . P• 578. 
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a fe« minor changes , they ere unanimously adopted. 

The stune o ittee prepared and submitted along with the resolu• 

tions an address to the people. This was finally adopted• although 

so:me opposition was manifested, especially to: that part that opposed 

apecifically the eompr-omise measures. 

So far as evinced by th r,eport do. the entire proceedings, 

speeches , and resolutions of the several states wer thoroughly 

harmonious upon the in issue to be oons1der$dJ ~ly, tho absolute 

equality or the states, the doctrine of state sovereivity, the right 

of a state to aettle its own domestic relat1ons and shape its own 

policy tcnvard the institution of slavery, and the right or ea.eh state 

to an equal participation in, and protection of' its property in all 

national torri toey. The · issouri line of oo:mpromise was regarded e.s 

a generous concession fron the Southern tates ,, but acceptable aa the 

price of peace, 1n default of their just clai.ws.. 144 No threats were 

made in anticipation of' the defeat of their do rands . bo:t simply a PTO"' 

vision for the reassembling of the convention after Congress had ~d· 

journed,. to deviGe further and effective ir,eans of redress in that 

evont. 145 

The a.ddross was styled "An Address to the People of Maryland, 

Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, etc.,.. naming all th Southern 

states. This lene-tny, exhaustive , and logical document was writt n 

by • R. B. Rhett,. of South Carolina, a leader o.f aeknowled od bility 

in his state, and an extremist on Southern rights. It gave first a 

l~Ap,P?ndix E ~ Congressional Globe , 31st Congress , 1st Session,. 
Vol. XXII , Part II . P• 1394. 

145R.epublioan Banner~ Nashville mu~. June 13,, 1850. See 
Appendix for caoplete Address. 



43 

historical revi of the increasing aggression of the North.146 It 

asserted that the South ma X'i riled by tho North on account of slavery, 

and that its condition in the Union r11s gr owing from b d to orse. 

The different asures or the compromi e l re severally taken up and 

thoroughly criticized. ,1th the single exception of the Fugitive 

Slav Law, they were condemned in no uncertain terms . The Address , 

in conclusion• however. declared itself in favor of reasonable and 

adoquato compromises . urging that the issouri lino be e~tended. 147 

Referring to the bill to admit C lifornia in 1849., it st ted 

that the South s excluded by the bill from the whole of that rt 

of Califo:rnia lying on the Pacific , including one hundred and fifty 

thous d sq are milos of territory, by tho legislation of Congress , 

erecting California into a ta.te and excluding lo.very, an exclusion 

,"1ieh almost every Southern ste.te in the Unio.n had declared she ould 

not submit to. 148 A free people cannot be se.tid'iod with the mode in 

which they e.re deprived of their rir)l.ts: a sovereign state 'lill dis-

de.in to inquire in vmat manner she is stripped of her oporty, and 

dGgn.ded from an equality from her sister sto.te. 149 

In regard to the partition of 'l'e:x:,as , it continued. the bill took 

from Texas , territory sufficient for two large states, and added it 

to 1'l exi.co , lhieh; like California,, iould be admitted as a a:tate 

146Appendix ~~ COn.gTessiona1 Globe• 31st Congress , 1st Session, 
Vol. XXII , Ptirt II , P• 1138. 

147 Ibid., Part I , p. 260. -148Ibid. • p. 259, lso, Part II , p_. 1020. -
149 · -'- 11 10!! 1850 S Re,Fblice.n Banner~ :Ia.u1vi o ~ . June v, · • ee 

Appendix £or complete Address. 
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with a constitution exeludin"' slavery from its limits-for i thout 

such xclusion she could not ope to be admitted b'tJ the non- slave• 

holding states into the Union. The effoot would be t hat territory, 

over which slavery did not exist , equn.1 to tv.'O states , would be wrested 

from the South, and would be giv~n up to the non- slavehol ding states. 

By the bi 11, two states were to be taken from t he Southern and given 

to the fort-hern sta.tesJ and this wrong was ggravated by compelling 

the South top y for i t, through the rreasurJ or the United States. 

It then proceeded to discuss the bill to abolish tho sl ave trade 

in the District of Columbia, ~thioh declared thn.t if any s lavEJ was 

rought into th Di triot £'or sale, they shoul d be lib rated and f reedJ 

the Sout thought the next step would be to liberate slaves because 

tr.ey · re in the Distriot.150 

Th& Fue;i tive Slave Bill pGrpetra.t d an usurpation on tho r eserved 

r1c}1.t ... or t e states. 151 It could abolish slavery in the statos. 

Thus, a. power was assumed in the bill which n:rtually extended th& 

jurisdiction of Con~resa over slavery in tho states. 152 

The South m.s willing to com.pror.u.se a.nd proposed the issouri 

Co promise three times . only to have it rejected by the North; then 

tho South tric-e proposed compromise by Ylhich she eonsontcd to loave 

it to the courto of the United States to detorm.ine hor rights# but 

this too was rejected by the North. 153 

Vol . 

Vol. 

150Ibid. 

15l~ndix ~ the Co!!f:ressional Globe, 31st Congress . 1st Session. 
XXII , Part I , PP• 438 41. 
l52Repu lion.n Bn.nner ~ Nnshvill0 Whi~, June 13, 1850. 
1~Appendix !2. the Congr essional Globe. 31st Congress, 1st Session, 

II , Part I , PP• 260, 660, 661. 
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S0:r.1e in the South thoue;ht that the ·1issouri Compromise, if ox-

tended to the P cifio Ocean , should be accepted, providod thore ~,as 

distinct r oo6uition of their right to enter the territory outh or 
154 36 der;rcos 30 minutes north latitude. 

A~ stated above , the deleg~tes wore not unit in their endorse

ment or the addr s~. 155 

The committee was divided, and , boine; u.YJ.able to compromise their 

differencos , a ninority .report was subnitted, 'Which caused some ox-

oitement in the Convention. The opposition oe.me principally from the 

repros ntativ o of the Whi~ rty. They simply stat d their r asons 

for not enpporting the address , ho~ ,ever , · t out entering a.ny prot st. 

Those ere: First , becauoe the Convention had given them no 

authority to prepare an address. but simply report resolutions; and 

Seeond, th t they themselves w re not prepared to say tho.t the im-

pending compromis mi6ht not be so altered as to make them acceptabl e . 

After a con·tinuous session of nine days. t a Convontion adjourned 

June 12, 1850. In the event of failure on the part of Congress to 

comply with their demands . it ~-as agreed they should reassemble on the 

l64Republican Banner and Nashville Whi5, June 13. 1850. 
16&.Then ?/r. Ha, ond to k his se 't, the provious quostion a 

called, and sustainod . 'l'he in question wns then put and the address 
adopted uns.ni ously by states , the amendment beine; ct off. u,r. 
Abercrombie then ov d that the states be called, that those who were 
opposed to portions of the address :might record their vote in the 
negat1.ve . The cal l v, s ado ac ordingly, and fcssr • A erc:rombie.,. 
Davis, Murphy, Jud _ , Byrd, and ITuntor , of Al ba, ; Gholson, of Virginia,, 
Forman of Florida: and Sharkey of ltl.ssiss i ppi;. recor ded their votes in 

the negative . " - ~blice.n an.nor ~ Nashvillo fflli(; , Juno 13, 1850.; 
A;eE!ndix ~ the Conc;r essional Globe, ~ls.~ .o.!!.gress . 1st S · ssion, 
Vol . XXII ,. Fe.rt I , p. 581, and Part II , P• 1138. 



sixth onday after Congress had adjourned , or at such a time after 

Congr ss had acted as the President might appoint. The proceedings 

and spirit 156 or the first session were fir.m, I'Vlnly, and dignified . 

Throughout the Southern states, conventions and public :meatingsl57 
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156The Uashville True Vihig , J1mo 18. 1850a saids 
eh ve been led to those reflections by the action of the so- called 

Southern convention, ooI?Vened in this oity, and the spirit in which it 
has been received ~n this i tlllllcdiate community. le have no sympathy 
with the movement . e regarded it f'ro the beginnin as unwise and in
auspicious--as a o.ngerous , and at the srue time , an ino.f'fieient remedy 
in its self for the grievances of hieh e complain- s we shall show it 
to be in -tho end . But v."hatever may be said of its impolicy , or its un
authorized and uneonstitutional ahe.racter, or the old heresies of nul
lification and secession hioh it hns put forth in all their odiousnoss , 
it embodied a. vary large amount oft lent , eloquence and learning; it 
wa.s compo&ed of individuals of oxtcnsive . opular influonoe in nino of 
the Southern Stat~s; its deliberations were conducted . ith marked 
nbili ty, and indicated throughout e. thorough determination on the part 
of the larc;e jority, to carry out. in spirit and in lotter. the pur
port of their published proceedings. n 

157The Alabama Journal ( ntgomery, Ala~) , July 25 , 1850, ~ave 
the following aocouut of a ratification meotint(in 'ontgomcry, Alaba.mai 
"In accordance with notice ~nioh had been given in all tho papers of 
the city, a large and intellige11t meeting of the citizens o.:t tho county 
and city of ontgomory, assembled. nt the court house , to ratify and 

pprovo the action of the Nashville Convention. 
" r •. Goldthwaite commenced by iving a full aocount of the convontion 
o.nd its proceedings . He passed a high encomiun on the abiliti sand 
patriotism of Judge Tuokor , of Vir ginia. Langdon Cheves , the favorite 
son of South Carolina, f'rom the generation of a former age., around 
whose venerable brow clustered the honors of more than half a century•s 
devotion to the cause of his oountry, o.nd upon whose head had fallen 
the snows o.f eighty winters . was there to lond ·to their councils the 

isdom of experience and tho dignity of age . "ississippi was there 
represented by her leerned chief j~stiee, and other distinguished citi
zens , as firm in the councils as thoy had ever been gallant in the field; 
and so on of the rest . He tr~oed the unjust and unconstitutional ac

tion of the lforth from the ordinnnce of l 787 down to the present timo
the i r entire .faithlessness in observing the Colliltitution as well as the 
legislative compromises whioh they fo rced upon ·the South . The associated 
and af£iliated abolitionists pressed slavery in the States . Urged on by 
a blind and bigoted fanaticism, they claim a dignity and n religion 
higher and purer than that of Christ , and a political oonsoionce above 
the Constitution. All this thoy elaim for the purpose of supporting 
those insurreotionary r.~vements , which will spare neither helpless in
fancy nor hoary ag. 



158 ere held , o.t which the action of the Convention ws.s endorsed. 

Occasione.lly, however , the address met with some opposition. 
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The second session convened at Nashville , Novembor 11 , 1850. In 

the meantime , Congross passed tho famous coo1promisa meaaures. 159 

157 ( Continued) 
"The · issouri compromise ,vas offered in the convention as an extr eme 
oonoession-- this hnd been in effect rejected by the Sone.te of the 
United States , mieh offered on ly another indioa.tion and an a.ddi tional 
proof of the urgent necessity fo r prompt and effioient Southern 
01·gunization. " 

158The ReP;tblioan Banner ~ l~ashville 1dg, July 2, 1850 , con• 
tained the following account or a speech by r . hett at Charleston. 
South Carolinas 
"He declared the Federal gover:n:ment to be a failure , so far as the 
South was concerned ; and frankly and boldly unfurled the flag of dis
union , as the only ref'ug;e of the South, and. as offering her not only 
a relea.se from the fetters 0£ a faithl ess and oppressive confederacy, 
but as calculated to crown her with pr osperity and glory. :my, he even 
went so far as to contend that , if every Southern State shoul d quail 
and co er in the existing crisis:, South Carolina alone shoul d make the 
issue , a.nd either live tree or per ish with honor. He -undertook to 

intain the para:dox (to use his own lan uage) of 'proving to freemen 
that they were not tree•; and w nt on to establish the propositi ons 
that the people of the South, under tho wor kings of our present system 
of government were slaves. 1. In r ospeot of Federal taxation , 2. ln 
respect of Federal expenditures; and 3. In respect of their peculiar 
domestic institutions. He showed that the Nashville Convention had. 
done much ; contrary to the evil va.til1ine.tions of its enemies and the 
aoknowledged apprehensions of its f r iends. !t he.d met••the South had 
at length dared to :meet , and , with great unanimity, bad proposed the 
issouri line• -not . hawover. on the old principle of positivel y in

hibiting slavery Uorth , and admitting or excluding it South of the line. 
as tho peopl e of the region shoul d decide , on their coming into the 
Union as States , but ~~th a positive recognition of slavery south of 
tho lL"le ,, as an equivalent for its exclusion north of the line. The 
proposition was therefore a pal-ti tion of tho disputed Territory, bet"Ween 
the North and South , adaptod to the oi r oumst.ances of the ease . The ol d 
Uesouri campro.?lise was applied to slaveholding territory--thc new com
promise is to be applied to non- s l aveholding tor ritory--and henee the 
reason and neoessity of the change . He ·was frnnk and candid enough, 
however, to avo 1 that tho idea. of effecting e.n adjustment. on thnt basis , 
was utterly hop less--the North woul d never assent to it.fl 

159Appendix ~ ~ Cong;:l"essional Globe , 31st ConGress , 1st Sossion. 
Vol . XXII , Part I , p. 115; Con6r ossional Globe , 31st Congress , 1st Ses
sion, Vol . XX.I, Part I , PP• 246 , 247~ 



48 

rresident Sharkey160 did not issue a call for a seoond meeting of 

the convention. 

lGOJudga Shnrkey does not seem to have had ve firm convictions 
as to 'What v.1:1.s t . e vrisest policy. Personally,. he believed n the jus
tioe of the full Southern claims , Ile did not think that these were 
granted by the oomprordse measures ; but he <'lid not 0011sider. it wise to 
insist on more than could bo obtained, nor to advoo to more than 
Southern public opinion could agree upon •. 

Before the first session of the lasmd.lle Convention met , he 
became discouraged and wrote to Sena.tor Foote; 
' e ust take things as they are , and not as ,e would have them, and 
shape our conduct aocordin~ to exigencies. It ou d hnve oen folly 
to have insisted on what you and I nay regard as strictly Southern 
rights. Nothing could have been obtained by that course. If the com
promise can ba adopted, our bonor at least is safe. lndeod, it secures 
tho principle for which we have been contending. '!'he mss of the 
Southern people 1rould be content w-lth it. True . it doell not suit all 
men. •• • Could you do anything tho.t would please all even of your 
ovm party? I think not,. Ultrn r..en can never be pleased. • • • Tako 
my word .for it, conservative en will ap;rove your course. The tfuigs 

oner lly approve it,, e.nd the moderate men of your own pe.rty. In 
short, l think it ,dll be approved by the people . 0 - - Rormblicen Banner 
nd 1 ashville Whig~ Jtmo 15 • 1850. 

Aftor the first session mot and sho cd some vigor , he changed 
his mind. On June 21 , he wrote to the edito.r of the Southron (Jackson. 
Uississippi) . Referring to his letter to Foote , he said: 
u • •• Tl e letter was written at a time tvhen it was believed by me as 
w 11 as by others , not only hero but elsewhere , that the convention 
movement itOUld result in total failure . Some or the States had declined 
to appoint delegates; it ;,.:as believed the dole ates ap ointed 'by others 

ould not attend , and everywhere groat opposition was manifested toward 
the measure. It seened impoF:sibJ.e to ri:tlly the South in vindication of 
h r rights . The advioe from lashinti;.ton City seemed to dispel any hope 
of a creditable convention, and a failure eould have no other offeot 
than to encourage e.gr;ressions on the South,. It was also believed that 
the oomp:ro1!lise was the best that could poscibly be obtained; so, indeed, 
I was distinctly in!'or:med. Under suoh circumstances , I wrote the let
ter referred to , in reply to one vm.ich contained but a syllabus of the 
compromise, not having seen the details of the measure . But, in ex
pressing that opinion, I did not intend to admit that the South was 
entitled to nothin more. My opinions on the subjeot of her ri~hts a.re 
too well knowu, I trust , to he the subjeot of doubt. I repentedly 
declared that the South was entitled to an equal portion or the new ter
ritories . Since the.t lett,"r was 1,,rritten, the Nashville Conv ntion has 
met. Its enemies have been disappointed and its friends gratified. • • • 
"I trust the whole South will unite, in a spirit of firm detemination, 
to insist upon the line of compromise whioh ~-e have reoommended. This 
shall be roy course, and ! hope by pursuing it to aoeomplish the preserve.• 
tion of the Union unim.paired. "-The Eufaula Demoorat (Eufaula. Alabama)_ 
July 2, 1850. For some r eason heseems to have changed his mind again 
and determined to t ake no part in the second session. 
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But s tho former meeting had deoided upon a day for assembling, 

the president ' s call was re e.rdod u am re tter or formality , and 

preparations v1ero made for the seoond session. ~1ew delego:tos ~rore 

appointed by the state fogislatures or conventions of the people in 

some inatanecs, 1~1ile in others the former ones were sent and th, 

e.oe.neies filled. 

The body reorganized on the motion of General Gideon J. P llow. 

biJ oallinz the fo:rl"'er vieo president, Grover 'oDonald, of rroor~ia, to 

the c ir. On the followin day, Tue..,dr~y, he w s unanim01.1sly elected 

to the presidency by acclamation. Honorable Reuben Che.pma.n , of Ala-

bame., v:as chosen vico pr sid t a.t the s ,,e time. President J cDo!lfild. 

on taking the chair, addressed the convention in a short but eloquent 

ppeal , in r.hieh he tentatively favored secession, without actually 

recommending that ext:remity. 161 

161ur. McDonald said, in parts 
"The Constitution, then, is the gr eat temple of: our religious , poli
tical , and individual liberty. The sacred r ights of ~dlliona of free
men are inti tely interwoven with its structure. If it be destroyed , 
they must perish with it, unless they can be otherwise preserved. The 
polluted and pollutini:; hands of a wicked fanaticism and sectional am
bition have already shakan its foundation s'tone . It is in imperial 
peril . Unless it can be rescued ~rom the r:aohinations and violence o~ 
evil men, it must fall . f:Very breeze that comes from the North, 'l'IB.fts 
to our "'a.rs the intelligence of some fresh Yi-rongs and injustice, of 
t, ults and insurrections against tho Constitution, and the laws. It 

ay ,,e that hilo l now speak, the life blood o.£' citiz.ens of Geore;ia 
cri,,~sons the streots of Boston, and that , for the prosecution of their 
rit; tG under tho.t Constitution and thoso lo.v<a . Can it be the settled 
purpose of infatuated and ddenod fanatics to drive the states of the 
South to tho lnst m.oasurc of safety., short of revolution, seoession 
from the Union--a !'loasure that shoul d be resorted to only in oo.ses of 
extre~ne necessity. nnd after all otl1er ;neasures hav.e .failed? I do not 
speak thus to excite resentment , to exasperate ., Uo , it requires wi dom, 
ca.ll!lnGss , moderation, ooura.aoe , to rr..eet the crisis.. Those who 1tril 1 con• 
template the immense blessings , hich have flowed from the Constitution, 
Mhan faithfully a.dlrdnistered, cannot fail to see tho finger 0£ God in 
its wonderful oonstructiou. Let us then set t-0 ork earnestly to 



On th second day, it was found that several member s of the 

former comrnittee on credentials had .not roturned, vmereupon new ones 

were put in their plaee. 162 Later, the committee a.nnounoed th.at the 

following states were r opresentedt Alabama, Florida , ississippi, 

Tennessee, South Carolina, Georg;ie., and Virginia. 165 

The different states then onnounoed the new appointments to the 

general committee on resolutions. General Gordon was r etained as 

chairman of this co-mmi ttec. 

161(continued) 
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preserve it,. trusting in Him to dir ect us in the means,. Shall we rest 
quietly, seeing the approaching dissol ution, o.nd make no exertion to 
avert it, and adopt no measur es of safety if it r.:iu.st come? No , no. 
If the Constitution be doomed to perish , we must nerve our arms to. 
socur tho rights it was intended to guarantee , relying on the guidanoe 
and aid of the Omnipotent in so just a cause."-Nashville A.-rn.erican 
(Nashville, Tenneasee) , November 12 , 1850. 

l62The following were the committee in f"U.11: essrs. Pillow. of 
Tennessee; Ilutohinson, of isaiasippi J Bu.ford , of Alabama.; Gordon, of 
Virginia; roWhorter, of Georgia ; DuPont , of Florida; Pickens , of South 
Carolina. From the Nashville Amerienn, November 13, 1860. 

163T10 following is a list of delegates representing the different 
st :tess 
Alabe.mn--R. Chapman, G • •• William.a , C. C. Olay, Sr., J . U,. Calhoun, 

and J . Buf'ord. 
lorida--C. rr. DuPont, J . n. Verdier , P. r . White , Jno . E. MoGehgee. 

Kissi sippi--J . eker, J . J. Da1tenport1 A. Hutchinson, · . K. Kilpat
rick, P. Smith , T. J. Wharton, J. c. Thompson, C. •• Lawn. 

Tennossee--A. V. BrOl'lll, G. J . Pillow, A. o. P. llicholson , A. J . Donel
son, J . B. Cloments , T. Claiborne , ,. Esselman , W. :G. Hard
ing , F. llcGa.vock, T. Morton, w. II. Polk, J . Mcclarin, 
J. D. Moseley, and L. P. Cheatham. 

South Carol1na--Langdon Cheves , • J . Hanna, V. w. Pickens , • C. 
Young, J . N. Whitner, J . Bradley, s . Otterson, D. Nance, 
D. F. Jamison, l • Griggs. G. A. Trenholm, J . S. ilson, 
J~ Chestnut, Jr ••• DuBoso, R. B. Rhett , and R. Barnwell. 

Geor gia-..J. G. c\Vhorter, J. A. Jonos, Jno. D. Steel , w. P. Parker, 
G. R. Hunter, R. Bledsoe,, J . M. Bethune, J. Sneed, c. J . 

cDona.ld1 R. G. Benning, r . Daniel. 
Virginia--General Gordon 
From the Nashville Gazette (Nashville,, Tennessee), November 15, 1850. 



51 

Resolutions ere introduo.d from almost every state , which 

claimed to be a...11. expression of its attitude tow rds th questions at 

issue. Set speeches were made during tho conYention by Lossrs . Chevas , 

of South Cai·oliMJ Lfo.,horter , of Georgia; and Governor Brovm , of 

Tennossee. 'i'hroughout the so~sion of seven days , a marked change from 

the conciliatory tone, of th Juno meeting prevailed. The Tennessee 

delegation, although dominated by the conservatives , vm.s itself divided. 

Gonoral Fillo ·' 0 r solutions; on the pa.rt of the Tennessee delegn.tion. 

indicted an aequieseence in the late acts of Cong_ress, hut declared 

a determination to resist any further aggression a gainst Southern 

rights . Honorable Lan don Choves, in the re1,olutions introduced for 

his stat.a (South Carolina) ; indicated secession as the proper remedy 

for the grievances of the South, and i'ollowed it with a speeeh of about 

two hours, in which he reviewed the difficulties between the two 

sections of the Union, the several recent aets of Con~ross , and 

recommended secession as the proper me-ans of futur security. In the 

oourso of his speech, when he reachod the oli x of his eloquence on 

the present condition or the South ,. he exclaimed: "It is alr a.dy done s 

the Rubicon is crossed; cvon now the Union is divided. 0 164 Messrs. 

Hun.tor, Jones, and Sneed, o!· Georgie., also introduce resolutions , in 

whioh thoy took essentially the same position as South Carolina. 

164:tti,o call t i.s argument of [r. Cheves tbe nifesto- -t e hand 
of South Carolinn. Cominrr from the most able of her sons , there can
not be a. doubt that it meets nth the hearty approval of tho able . but 
misguide delegation. Tie cannot di(;nify it rlth a hir,her appellation. 
South Carolina n::ay be correctly represented in this onven.tion , but we 
oann.ot be oajoled into the belief that the people of any Southern 
states are leagued with her in her designs upon the unity and p-.oe 
of the epublic . "- ashville Gazette, November 15, 1850. 



Mr. Mol"lhorter. of Georgia , later addressed the convention for one 

hour. He denounoed the Fu i·t1ve Slave la: as a ttquid pro quo of a 

false charaoter. 1t "Union and slavery.'' said he , "cannot long exist 

togethor, and -grhat is the South to get? Self- preservation 1s the 

first law of nature, with states as with individwls.166 

:tr. Claiborne, of Termessee, then followed in the same strain 

for himself , as he said, rather than for his state, as he wns in the 

minority in his delegation. Secession was boldly end freely spoken 

of as the only hope of the South. 'The resolutions, proposed by 

r. Clay, of Kentucky,. on Februs.ry 5 and 6, were bitter and uno.om-
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promising in their condemnation of the compromise measures, which were 

termed tho ttadjustment soandal.nl66 

Resolutions were introduced lzy Mr. Davenport , of' Mississippi, in 

support of whioh, he said , a majority of the people in his state had 

acted favorably. They endorsed the right of secession. and enumerated 

the wron s inflicted upon the South, ttln view of these aggressions 

and outrages inflicted upon the South and those threatened and impend• 

ing, " they reoollml.ended that each of the Southern states appoint 

delegates to a c;oneral convention, the time end ple.oe to be determined 

later1 that these delegates be 

clothed with full authority to deliberate and ·act, with all 
the sovereign powor of the people , with a view to arresting 
further aggression, and restoring the constitutional rights 
ot the South--if possible•-and if not , then to providt for 
the safety and independence of the South in the last resort. 167 

166.Nashvillc Gazette, November 15, 1850. 

1G6Appendix ~ ~ COil;,').ressional Globe. 31st Congress • 1st Session., 
Vol. XXII , Part 1 , PP• 115. 154, 157. 

167Nashville Junerice.n, November 1g, 1850. 



The • s .... issippi , .Alaba.'!18. , o.nd Georgia. delegations proposed in 

their reports that a Southern convention or congress , as the Alabama 

report styled it, be hel at some future date; delegatos to be chosen 

by rtprillary meetings of the people , u in such manner as might be suit-

able to the states p rticipatingJ and that they be clothed ti th pO"lver 

to take authoritative action with reference to the late acts of 

Congress . The Alabama report said: 

e recommend to those States who think them.selves ag
grieved by those acts (compromise of 1850), and Ydlo 
wish to unite against future aggression, to eleot dele
gates to oot in Georgia some time next spring.168 

Monte;omery s also suggested as a suitable ple.oe for holding this 

Southern eon ress. 

The conservative element,, who favored peaceful aoqui.esoonce in 
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the compromises of 1850, upon the one condition that they be faithi'ully 

executed , constituted a very small minority of the seeond convention. 

The Te?'...nessee delegation favorod resolutions endol"sing these compromises. 

Thoy, however, rare almost a.lone in that position. there being only a 

few individuals from the other states o:!' a similar mind. 

All resolutions ore referred to the committee on resolutions* 

whose report was me.de just before the oonv&ntion adjourned, nd was 

adopted by a vote of six to oue . Tennessee voted in tho negative . 

Some excitement and disorder was witnessed at the closing scene or the 

oonv tion. because, as previously a.greed upon ,, the roport was adopted 

without further disoussion.169 No •ddress was issued. 

Of the elosing scenes , an editorial aKid, 

l68Rem:blica.n Banner ~ Nashville Whig , November 20, 1850. 
169Nashville Amorioan, November 20, 1850. 



That the matter may be understood , we give a brief' history. 
The com.mittee on resolutions had unanilnously instructed their 
chainnan , on reporting the resolutions on Monday morning, 
to move the previous question on their adoption. The aembers 
were anxious to return home; it ,ms known the..t if a debat 
once commenced it would be almost interminable. Messrs . 
Brown and Uicholaon, representing Tennessee on the committee, 
both stated tn convention that W'hile they dissented from the 
report, they -oul d take some other opportunity cf laying 
their views before the public, and admitted that the reasons 
for ta.kine; the vote without debate were satisfactory, and, 

in corn itteo,. oonsented that the previous question should be 
movod. The previous question was sust ined and the resolu
tions adopted . Major Donelson then moved a reconsideration 
of the vote adopting the r-osolutfons . stating that ha had at 
the meeting of P..is delegation votod in favor of them. for 
the purpose of moving a. roeonsiders.tion. The pres ·dent 
stated that .s the vote had been taken by statos, eaeh state 
giving one vote, a reconsideration could only be me.de by a 
state--that the convention had no knowledge, and could 
have none, of the votes of individual delegates in thoir 
private confer nces--and that, as the state of Tennes~ee 
had voted in the minority, her delegation, a.nd muoh less 
one member of it, could not move a rc,oonsideration.170 
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The resolutions, hioh wer prefaced by a lengthy preamble, were 

as follow; 

Resolved , That we have evor cherished, and do not cherish a 
cordial attachment of the constitutional Union of the States, 
and th t to preserve and perpetuate that Union unimpaired, 
this convention originated and has now reassembled. 

Resolved ,. '.l'hat the Union of tho States is a Union of' equal 
and independent sovereignties. and that the powers dele ated 
to the Federal government can be resumed by the several States. 
w1 enever it may seem to them proper and necessary. 

Resolved , That all the evils anticipated by the South, and 
which occasioned this convention to assemble have been 
realized, by the failure to extend the Missouri line of com
promise to the Pacific Ocean. By the admission of California 
as State. By the organization of 'territorial governments 
for Utah and New lfexico without giving adequate proteotion 
for the property of' the South. By the dismemberment of Texas. 
By the abolition of the slave trade. and the er.i.anoipation o~ 
slaves carried into tho District of Cohunb1a for sale. 

Rosolved . That we earnestly recommend to o.11 parties in the 

l70lbid. -



Slaveholding States . to refuse to go into or countenance any 
Nation l convention. hose object may be to nominate candi
dates for the presidenoy and vice presidency of the United 
States, under any p.lrty denomination whatever, until our 
constitutional rights are secured. 

Resolved., That jn view of these aggressions , and of those 
threatoned and impending ., we earnestly recommend to the 
slaveholding States , to meet in a congress or convontion 
to be held at such time and place as the States desiring 
to be represented ., may designate., to be composed of double 
the numb r of their senators and represontntives in the 
Congress of the United States , entrusted with full power 
and authority to deliberate and act 1tith n. vie and in
tention of arresting further ag ,ression., and if possible.,. 
of restoring the constitutional rights of the South., and 
i~ not to provide for their safety and independence. 

Resolved ., That the president of' this oonVtention be re
quested to forward copies of the fore~oing preamble and 
resolutions to the governors of each of the sl&veholdin.g 
States of the Union,, to be le.id befo.re their respective 
legislatures at their earliest assembling. 171 · 
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The convention adjourned sine die November 18., 1850. A ff1W iords ----~ 
will sum up its history. During the fall and winter of 1849- 60 . the 

outlook seemed to indicate success ., and the prospects up to the early 

~pring of 1850 rero full of encourage ent to the leaders .of the moye-

m.ent. In most of the Southern state'S,. many of tho most prominent men 

in both political parties expressed themselves favorably toward it : 

and in a. few instances ., public opinion re.ne; olear upon the issue. Al-

ready several of tho state legislatures had rendered a favorable ver-

diot. Even in those states never :represented in the conv ent.ionJ namel y• 

aryland , Louisiana., Missouri .,, Kentucky., end Uorth Ce~rolina., so1ne sort 

of encouragement was promised. But so far as known, delegates were 

not actually appointed except in the ease of North Carolina.. The 

Kentucky Sen te killed a resolution of endorsement in the spring of 
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1850. which seemed to have ended her part in the tter; and in ' ry• 

land. so ewha.t the same fate overtook the movement. Governor Johnson. 

or- Louisiana, in n. blisht3d letter upon the subject. said, 

It is with a feeline of lively satisfaction that I see the 
South poising herself in a lofty and r.e,triotio attitude 
in defense of her rights . In y opinion , thero is little 
roe.son to believe there :ill be any cessation of hostilities 
o.t the !forth , and 1 oa.rnestly reoomm.end to the State o-r 
Louisi~ tb .t she promptly take the neeessary steps to 
have delegates at Nashville .112 

J.:l; a meeting of' Southern Senators, held in Vie.shin ton. April 16, 

t ~il.ich all but four were present, a full recognition of the necessity 

for holding a convention ra.s unanimously recogni zed. 173 Dut by this 

time persistent state of indiffel"once 0..1tl.ong roany Demoerata , and a. 

grovrl.ng disaffection among Whigs generally, had grown to threatening 

proportions. To cot.mteract this tondency, muoh zeal was spent by 

those deeply intoreoted. Open letters ere itton by Southern rep• 

resento.tives in Congress to their constituents. In some sections , 

speakers addressed the people in stirrinc vrords of eloquence. The 

sympathy end support of the West lVaS sought and promised. Honorable 

John w. Davis, ex-Speaker of the House of Repreoentatives, in reply 

to an invitation to attond the convention, expressed himself as sorry 

for having t reach him so late that he oould not attend. l{e said: 

Had it reached me in time , l should certainly have given it 
my attention with a view to serving the South by attempting 
to bring the West to the rescue of the South in maintaining 
the Constitution against the attacks de upon it at th 
orth. I earneetly urge, however. that the South forego a. 

threatening aspect for a time at least. In my opinion. the 

172rttontgome!"'.r Advertiser ( l.!ontgom~ry, Alabama) . February 6,. 1850. 
173 ~ . , April lG~ 1850. 



·liest will stand for the Constit ution. l think the South 
has very just cause to feel deeply intorested in the natu,r 
of wanton disregard or the Constitution practiced by the 
Northern r ties. I believe the Government is i: ith the 
Scuth. 174 

In those days , when confideno and hope reached the- high-water 

.mark,. the opinion \liUS frequently oxprossed in different :p9.rts of the 
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country, "that upon this vitn.l question to the South thero is perfect 

union of rtios . 1 Those rumors oaused a s:t.ate of alarm at the !forth 

of sufficient intensity in some plncos to ca.11 f"orth public meetings 

of such a character and in such nunbers as to justify the conviction 

that lforthern representatives in Congress would be forced by public 

sentiment among thoir constituents to submit to the Southern demands 

175 
1n regard to the territorial question. The excitement and appre• 

hension was sufficient at one time to oause the oiroulation of the 

report that the president would issue a proclo:mation about the middle 

of ay warning the citizens of the Southern states not to take po.rt 

in e.ny treasonable action; and t.ha:t General Scott would be ordered to 

the neighborhood of Na$hville with a military force to put down any 

mo~ement against the gover:nment. 170 

Tho satisfaction of the Souther'n leaders also reached its climax 

then, and their conf'idenco found expression in the prediotion that the 

convention would a.ooomplish its chief aim so effectually, even before 

it could assemble , that there would remain little necessity for 

actually holding tho meeting. Congr ess , they thought, rould interpret 

17'New Orleans Dolto. (new Orleans , Louisiar_.a), December 3 , 1850. 
175i,;tgo1nocy; Advertis r, April 24 • 1850. 

176Ibid •• arch 27 , 1850. 
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the bent of public sentiment throughout the Union , and yield to the 

South upon the questions agitat ing the nation. Sone expresaod the 

belief that the great , patriot·c, oonservetive heart of the nation 

·rould respond to the appeal , nnd the whole question would be finally 

and satisfactorily a ttlod. if tl e states were fully represented in 

the convention. 

But d'Uring this period or uncertain promise, the mov; ment p:i.ssed 

its palmiest days. In most instances , the favorable aetion of the 

st te legislatures ai1d the poorly att~nded conventions proved to be· 

hasty and unrepresentative of the whole p ople 1 s attitude1 for the 

fact soon beoe.mc apparent, s the pulse o!' the Southern masses 1\'T:l.8 

tested tnoro accurately, that the plan must be a signal failure so tar 

a.ci the accomplishment of its or· gino.1 'intont ,va.s concerned. 177 The 

irregularity in t e ethod of the selection of deler;ates , and the 

indefinite instructions given the • , ere i'urther indicative of the 

fact that th0 people ere not deeply concerned and 1:cre disposed to 

await developments . This was especially true or the leading repre• 

sentatives of the ig ~rty. Still others were never quite deoidod 

in their opinions as to the motives inspiring tle :movement and the 

objeets to be attained. 178 

177Farrar Newberry. 0The Naohville Co1IVention and Southern Senti
ment of 1850. rt South Atlantic Quarterly, XI ( March, 1850), 259-273. 

178Governor Brown, of Florida., in reply to an ll.ddress from his 
state's representatives in Congress, requesting him to co.use the selec
tion of delegates , e said : "I have no right to recognize such a con
vention, m1d , furthermore , believe it to be revolutionary and contrary 
to the spirit of the Constitution , which says , 'No State shall onter 
into any treaty, alliance,. or confederation- ' • -• ... !ontgome7 Journal , 
(Montgomery, Alab ·~), larch 17,. 1850. '' , ' 



Extreme conservatism in a fe instances, bitter ultra.ism. on the 

179 part of so:me, party jealousy o.nd distrust, militated much more 

ag;ains t; the success of the convention. lit n. meeting in Montgomery, 

?fay 13. li .• essrs. 1 illis.>n H. Yancy a.vid Jefferson foble pled ith all 
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true lov rs of the outh to stand toget~-r upon this issue. "Already, " 

said Ir. 1 oble, 'the opposition to it and the disunion of the South 

upon this great question had work~d us more real harm than all the 

s.bolitioniats a.t tho . orth oombined. 11180 

The ithig press , as the ti · for th assembling of th· convention 

approached~ became , almost unive~sally. loud and bitter in its con-

damnation. "Ul trc.ism. rt "treason, 11 1'trai tor," and "re bell ion" were 

common epithets . Its originators were often held up to the public 

as a.~bitious demagogues and dissatisfied politicians soeking to gratif'y' 

their own selfish ar...bition. and ready in their reckless desperation to 

destroy the Constitution and the Union • 

.Jr. Cl .... y 1 s ability and. reputation -kept rr.any 1riigs hopeful that 

Congreso ·ould settle the territorial queution satisfactorily. Be-

sides, ....!r . ·.ebster , in his 7th of March speech. by his conciliatory 

nttitudc, nnd by his cordial support of lr. Clay, aided in the 

1791n a pamphlet, entitled "The North and the South," published 
t Columbia, South Carolina, and circulated thrO'lghout tho Southern 

st tos. tho view of the situation ta.ken by the .extremists ~-.a set out 
in fine propositions : 

"First, there is a controversy botwoen the North and the South . 
"Second, this controversy cannot amicably be $Ottled. 
nThird , a collision is inevitable . 
"Fourth, i:n.~ed ~te dissolution of the Union--a Southern Confederacy 

and a to.king possesaion of certain Territories by force of nrmt, is the 
only remedy • 

. "Fifth, that this should be the object and action 0£ t e Nashville 
Convention." 
Quoted from M~nt~omery Journal , April 23 , 1850. 

18 ffontgomez:y: Journal, April 26, 1850. 
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rea.oJcionary sentiment or.tong Southorn men. On the 31st of 1.fo.rohJ 

" C lh d 0 d 181 , r . ,a. oun ie • iihon his pa.rt in getting up t e oonvontion is 

borne in mind, there can be no doubt thAt his do th v.ro.s an in• 

estimable loss to the ovement. 

i'fuatever po dbillty there might 1ave been for the u.."Yt·on of the 

1hole South upon this issue , vanishod when Cone;ross passed the com• 

promise measures;182 that ms , indeed, the final stroke that killed 

this forlorn hope. A ::na.jorit• of' the people in the South acoepte-d 

this djust ent1. no doubt , in a spirit of s orifioe, for the ootI11on 

good. lt Yrill be remembered that President Sh rkey rei'usod to oall 

the {ovanbor session on the t,round t.hAt , while not all that ho nd 

wishod ., the compromise s the bost that might be o:x:pe~ted.,183 

Pollo ing his ex8.!:1pla ., few, if any, 1,'hie;s or conservative Democrats 

attended. In the e eotion.s the.t £ollowod in the next fem months , 

a great majority of the Southern people ratified the action of 

Congress . 

18lcongressional Globe , 31st Cougress . 1st s~ssion, Vol. XXI , 
Po.rt I, p.. 620. 

1821 opendix to the Conz:;:ressional Globe , 31st Congress , 1st Session, 
Vol .. . xxn:-Pe.rt r:-p-:-S45. 

183Ibid., PP• 595, 645, 780. 



APPrJmll 

Following is the li:.::t of deleg tos to the No.shville Convention. 

It s~ms to contain some ruu;i.es ~ iee and probably contains some mis-

prints., but it is given precisely as it appeared . (From the Republican 

Banner~ Jaslwille lThi§~ June 5 and 6 , 1850. ) 

Vir inia Delog tes; 

South Carolina. 
De legatee 

Georgia Delegates s 

Alabama Delegates 

·~ississippi 
Dolegnt.es 

illoughby Newton , R. H. Claybrook, Wm.. F . Gordon . 
• O. Goods , hos . S. Gholson , and Beverly Tucker. 

L. Cheves , R. · •• Barm'fell . J . R. Hammond , Sanuel 
Otterson, Jno. A. Bradley, J . l . · itner, A. c. 
Young, Me..xey Gregg. Jam.es Chestnut , Jr., 

• J . Hanna, R. F . · • Alston. F . ·1 . Pickens , 
Drayton . .Janee , Geo . A. Trenholm, Wm. Dul3ose. 
D. F. Jamison, and R. Barnwell Rhett. 

lion. Walter T. Colquitt . Hon. Chas. J . 'cDonald, 
Col . JI . N. Benning, " . J. Crawford , Esq., 
Obediah c. Gibson, Esq., Jas , . Ramsey, Obediah 
wnrnor , Simpson Fouche , en. Robert Bledsoe , 
Andrew H. Dawson , Dr. Jno . G. UoWherter. 

Gov. B. Fitzpatrick,. Jno .. A. Campbell , Jno . A. 
inston, L. • ·1a.lker , Nicholas Davis , Ja.s . 

Abercronbie, l1: • • !. . Murphy, s. a. Bethea, B. Boykin, 
G. ;f. Guyon, s . Buford , R. Sh-0rter , Geo. Goldthwaite, 
J . s. Ilunter, Daniel Coleman, Wm. Cooper , R, 
Chapman, Thos . A. Walker , G. s. Walden, Jno . L. 
Erwin , V: . ' . Byrd. 

Judge · • L. Sharkey, c. P. Smith, A. u. Clayton, 
J . Vv . }.'a.thews , T .. J . ord , J . L. Neil , J .• J . Pettus, 
J . J . oRae., ·£ . C. Viillti.nson. 

Texas Dele ate : Gen. J . P. Henderson 

Arkansas Deleg t 

Florida Delegates 

Tenncssoe 
Delegates 

J .• Powell 

Jas. Ilernandei , B. M. Pearson , A. J . Forman. 
o. B. DuPont, J . F. rcclellan, G. "• Cabel . 

Col . R. tamer , R. Jones , w. A. Sewell, F. w. 
Brents, Howell Taylor , Jas. L. Green, Thos . 
Shepard, Gen. ''i . H 11 , m. B. Bate . E. Broddie , 
G-e-0 . v;,. Allen, G. • Winchester, Gen. D. Donalson 



t G. w. Bond , Isaac M. Gower. Boling Gor don , 
s. B. oore , Edward Gantot , J . W. Whitfield, 
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B. B. Satterfield ., G. B. Fowlkes. Jas.Patterson, 
T. J . Kennedy, A. E&ell , Geo . T. !!alone , F. T. 
ri1cLe.uron, Geo. Everly., Thos . Buford , Col . Jno . 
Dergan , D. R •. S. Nowlin, 11 . Y. Cavett , J . E. R .. 
Ray, Jno . Poindexter ., II . L. Johnson, D. P. F . 
Morflett. hn. Overton, J s . H. Estill, c. c. Garner, 

• E. Venable, H. R. Estill ., Thos . Jaokson, Gen. 
a. J . Pillow., 'm.. K. Polk, • G. Strayham. o. R. 
Gantt , A. J . Porter, w. c. Whitham., C. J . Dickin
son, Ja.s . alker, • 1 atkins , Robert G. Payne , 
Patillo , Patton, R. A .. L. Wilkes ,. C. Polk, R. D. 
Casey, ihos . R. Hopkins . w. P. Rowles , B. 
Hall , Wm. Moore , A. l1 . Overton, A. Ferguson, Gen. 
Robert Armstrong, Gov. A. V. Brown, A. o. P. 
Nicholson, V. K. Stevenson, m. Williams , Dr. Jno. 
!!axoy, J . J . B. Southall , Jno . McIntosh , Dr. J . N. 
Esselman, Andrew J . Donelson,, illo l illirur.s , 
Jacob UcGanock, Daniel Graham, A. i . Johnson, 
Andrew Jackson, w. F . tatkins , Frank cGanook, 
Gen. w. G. Harding, Thos . Claiborne, L •. P. Cheat
ham, • E. Owen, • Barrow, V. B. Shepherd , Gen. 
E. W. HioJanan , L. Hunter , H. Atkinson, J . B. 
Clements , T. D. osley, F. Robertson, Gen. Daniel 
Donelson, estley H. Humphr eys , Oeo . w. Buchanan, 
Jno. T. Nei 1 , Samuel Doke , Sam II . ihi thnm, Geo. • 
Cunningham, E. L. Pag~t , J . M. Quarle , R. F. 
Eupton, Jno . Stephens . 

On the third day, the following new names were enrolled& 

From Arkansas , Ex- Governor Sam C. Roane ; 
From Alabama, Thos. J. Judge. 

The following delegates ' names 'Jere stricken from the 11st, not 

being present on June 6i 

General Robert Armstrong of Tennessee;, Jas , N. Fernandei,; E. c. Cabel 
of Florida. 
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The full resolutions of the Nnshville Convention of 1850 are 

given below. (From the Republican Banner ~ Nashville Whi g, June 13, 

1850) 

l . Resolved , That the Territories of the United States belong 
to the people of the several St :tos of this Union as their 
common property. That the citizens of the several States have 
eq al rights to migrate nth their property to these Territories ,, 
and are equally entitled to the proteotion of the Federal Govern
ment in the t,njoyment of' that property so long as the Terr:ttorieB 
re.ma.in under the ehargo of that government. 

2. Resolved, That Congress bas no pov,er to exolude from the 
territory or the United States any property lawfully held in 
the States of the Union, and any act which may be passed by 
Congress to effect this result is a plain.violation ~f the 
oonstitution of the Unitoo States. 

3. Resolved, That it is the duty of Congress to provide proper 
goverxrnent for the Territories since the spirit of .Americar::. in
stitutions f'orbide the maintenance of the military government in 
time of peace, and as all laws heretofore existing in Territories 
belonging to foreign powers which interfere dth the !'ull enjoy
ment of religion--the freedom of the press-..the trial by jury 
and e.11 other rights or persons and property as secured or 
recognized in the c,,onstitution of tho United State-s are neoes .. 
sarily void so soon as sueh Territories become Amerioan Terri
tories , it is the duty cf the J.i'edoral Government to :make early 
provisions for the enactment of those laws which :may be ex
pedient end necessary to secure to the inhabitants of, and 
omigrants to . such Territories the full benefits of the con
stitutional rights we assert. 

4 . Resolved, That to protect property existing in the seve~l 
States of this Union. the p,ople of these States invested the 
Federal Government with the potters of war and negotiation~ and 
of sustaining armies and navies. and prohibited to the State 
authorities the exercise of tle same powers . They mnde no dis• 
orimination in the protection to be afforded or the description 
of the property to be defended, nor was it allowed to the 
Federal Govenunent to determine what should be held as property. 

a.tever the St tes deal with as property., the Federal Govern
ment is bound to recognize and defend as such. Therefore , it 
is the sense of this convention that. all aets of the Federal 
Government mieh tend to denationalize property of any desorip
tion recognized in the constitution and laws of the Sta.tos , or 
that discriminate in the degree and efficiency of the protection 
to be afforded to it . or which weaken or destroy the title of 
an.y oi tizen upon American Territories are plain and palpable 
violations of tho :fundamental law under 1hich it exists. 



5. Resolved, That the slaveholdin.g States cannot and wil l not 
submit to the enactment by Congress of a."1.y law imposing onerous 
conditions or restraints upon the rights of masters to remove 
with their propertiJ in the Territories of the United States ,. 
or to any law making discriminations.in favor of the proprietors 
or other property against them. 

6. Resolved, That it is the duty of the Fetleral Government 
plainly to recognize and firmly to maintain the equal rights 
of the citizens of the several States in the Territories of 
tho United States,. and to repudio.te the power to make a. dis
crimination between the proprietors of" different speoiec of 
property in Federal legisl ation. The fulfillment of this duty 
by the Federal government. would greatly tend to r estore the 
peace of the oountry and to llay the exasperation and exeite• 
ent which no r exist between the differ ent sections of the 

Union. F'or it is the deliberate opinion of' this convention 
that the Congress has given to the notion that Federal 
authority might be employed incidentally nd indir ectly t o 
subvert or es.ken the institutions existing in State confes
sedly beyond Federal jurisdiotion and control . is a main 
ca.use of' the discord hich menaces the existence of the 
Union and which has well- nie;h destroyed the ef'fieient ·a.ction 
of the Federal government itself. 

7. Resolved , That the porfomance of this duty is required 
by the .fundamental law of the Union. The equality of the 
people of the several States composing the Union, cannot be 
disturbed without disturbing the frrun.e of the American in• 
stitutions. This principle is violated in the denial of the 
citizens of the slaveholding States of power to enter into 
tho Territories with the pr operty lawfully acquired in the 
States .. The warfare against this r ight is a war upon the 
Constitution. The defenders or this right are defenders of 
the Constitution. Those who dony or impair its exercise are 
unfaithful to the Constitution, and if disunion follows the 
destruction of the right ,. they are disunionists. 

a. Resolved , That the performance of its duties ,lpon the 
prinoiples e declare ,. rould enable Congress to remove the 
embarrassment in which the country is now involved. The 
vacant Territories of the Unitod States. no longer regarded 
as prizes ror sectional rapacity and ambition, would be 
grad lly occupied by inhabitants drawn to them by thei r in
terests and feelings. The institutions fitted to them ~uld 
be naturally pplied by govermaont formed on American ideas 
and approved by tho deliberate choice of thoir constituents. 
The community would be educated and disciplined under a 
republiean a inistr ation in he.bits of self- government.- and 
fitted for an association as a State, and to the enjo:yinent of 
a place in the confederacy. A community so formed and 
organized might ell claim admission to the Union and none 
would dispute the validity of the clai 



9. Resolved, That a recognition or this principle would 
deprive questions between Texaa and the United States of 
their sectional character. and would leave them for adjust
ment without disturbance from sectional prejudices and 
passions , upon considerations of magnanimity nnd justioe. 

10. Resolved. That a recognition of this principle would 
infuse a spirit of conciliation in the discussion and ad
justment of all the subjects of sectional oisputo 11 which 
would afford a guarantee of an early and satisfactory 
determination. 

11. Resolved , That in the event a dominant majority shall 
refuse to recognize the great constitutional rights we e.ssert, 
and shall eontinue to deny the obligations of the Federal 
Government to :maintain them, it is th sense ()£ this conven• 
tion that the Territories :mall be treated as p):"Operty and 
divided between the sections of the Union. so that tho rights 
of both sections wero adequately secured in their respective 
shares. That ~ are aware this course is open to grave ob
jections , but we are ready to s.oquiesoe in the adoption of 
the line 36 degrees 30 minutes north latitude , extending to 
tho Pacific Ooean na an extreme concession u on considera
tions of' what is due to the stability of our institutions. 

12. Resolved, that it io the opinion of this convention that 
this controversy should be ended , either ~J a recognition o-f 
the constitutional rights of' the Southern people, or by an 
equitable partition of the Territories. That the spectacle 
0£ a confederacy of States , involved in quarrel over the 
fx-uits of a r in which the Amerioo.n arms were crowned with 
glory, is humiliating. That the incorporation or the Wilmot 
Proviso in the offer of settlement, a proposition whioh 
fourteen States regard as disparaging and dishonorable , is 
degrading to the country . A termination to this controversy 
by tho disruption of the confederacy or by tho abandonment 
of the Territories to prevent such a result , would be a 
cliroa.."'t'. to the shame which a.tta.ches to this :,ontroversy. 
which it is the paramount duty of Cm1gress to avoid . 

13 . Rosolved , That this eonvont1on will not oonclude that 
Congress will adjourn without mo.kine; an adjustment of this 
controversy, and in the condition in which the oonvention 
finds the question before Congress . it does not feel at 
liberty to discuss the methods suitable for a resbtance to 
measures not yet adopted whieh :might involve a dishonor to 
the Southern States . 
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Given belovr are some oxtraota from "An Address to the People 

of Maryland , Virginia, North C rolina, South Carolin , eto . , • 

(naming all the Southern states) . (From the ReEublican Bannor and 

Nashvil le ~'hig , June 13, 1850. 

Referring to the bill to admit Ca ifornia , it said: 

The South is exolud d by the bill from the thole of t1mt ~ rt 
of California. lying on the Pn.cific , including one hundred nnd 
fifty thousand square mi les of territory; and if this be done 
by the legislation of Conirress . the o<le in io 1 it is done , 
is of no importance . · California belon e to the United Stat es, 
and a.11 action by tho individuals in that Territory, vnether 
from the United St tea or from the rest of. the world appropriat
ing the soil to t~cmselv~s or orooting a eov errull6nt over it , 
is of no validity. They constitute tl. people in no proper 
sense of the term; but are eitizono or the States or oountries 
from. which thay h :vo come , and to which they sti 11 owe their 
allegianoo. \7hen, therefore , Congross attempts to carry out 
and eonfi the acts of t.~ese individuals , erecting California 
into a State and excluding slavery therefrom, it is the same 
thing as if Congress hnd originally passed a law to t.~ia 
effect , without t e intervention of these individuals. The 
exclusion of slavery from California is done by tho act of' 
Con ross and by no other authority. The oonsti tution of 
California beoomes the aot of Conrress J and the ilmot 
Proviso it contains . it the Wilmot Proviso passed and en-
f oroed by the legislation of Congress . Ilero , then, is that 
exclusion from thia territory by the aot of Congr ess . whioh 
almost every Southern State in the Union has declared ch~ 
.rould not submit to , plainly n.nd practically enforced by 
this bill . A free people cannot be satisfied with the mode 
in which they are deprived of their rights i a sovereign State 
will disdain to inquiro in •hat nanner she is stripped of her 
property, and degraded from nn equality from hor sister State. 
!tis enough. that the outre.ge is done. The mode is of. little 
eonsequonce. 

In regard to the partition of Texas , it continuedi 

The next men.sure is in perfeet keeping with this first fo ture 
of "the report." It t kos from Texas, territory sufficient 
for two l rge States# and adds them to New- 'exioo. i'be.t the 
bill contains rith respeot to slavery will be of little con
sequence ; for it is designed that next winter 1ew l!.exico 
thus constituted , shall follow the example of California, 
n.nd b admitted as a State with a constitution exoluding 
slavery from its limits•-for without such exclusion she can
not hope to be admittod by the non- slaveholding States into 

66 



the Union. The effect · 11 be that territory , over 
which slavery now exists , equal t-0 two States ill be 
Ytrested from. the South, an ill be given up to be non
slaveholding States . The pretext is , th t there is some 
doubt as to the boundaries of Texas . Texas , by her laws , 
'When she ffllS adm.i tted into the Union, had but one boundary 
towa:rds the west , and that boundary was the Rio Grande . 
Congress in tho resolutions admitting her into tho Union 
reoognized this boundary, by laying d0\,7n a lino of limita
tion betv cen the slaveholding and non-slaveholding 
States--(Deing the is~ouri compromise lino of 36 degrees 
SO minutes i;arallel of north latitude)--through that very 
po.rt of her territory, h r right to rhich 1s now questioned. 
Her boundary of the Rio Grande to its soure done gave 
hor this country ; and "\"11;\S thus recognized and ratified by 
the resolutions of annexation. To vindicate tll-s boundary 
for Texas~ as a. member of the Union, the Uo:xican war took 
place; Ql'ld in the tr aty of Oaudalupo Hidalgo , it was finally 
vindicated and settled by a. clause in the treaty, designating 
tho Rio Grande as the boundary betv:o n Mexico and the United 
Btates. Thus, by the laws of T x:ns ,. by the lcgislc.tion of 
Congress ,. and by a soleir,n treaty of the United States , the 
Rio Grande is the western boundary oi' Texas . Yet the preten
sion is set up , that he r ter ito1-y does not extend to within 
three hundred miles of the issouri compromise line , v.-hcro 
Congrea in rec i ving her into ·cl o Union, determined that 
her territory should be divided bctv:sen tho ~1aveholding 
and non-al veholding State.. . Texas is the on_y State in 
the Union which h s the solel!'.n arentee of' the government 
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of the United S'l:;atos in evury possible form to her boundaries . 
Yet this is the govern.i-nent ihich disputes tho.; and. undor the 
pretext that they a.re very doubtful , proposes to take from 
her nourly one-half of her territory. It is by virtue of 
such pretensions , tl ~t by t e bill two States are to }:le 
taken from the Soutliern and giiren to the Northern Sto.tes J 
and is wrong is aggrave.tod by compollinc; us to pay for it., 
through tho Treasut-y of the United States . 

It is undoubtedly proper ., that Texas should be quieted as 
t.o hor boundaries; but she should be quietod by a ln: 0£ 
Congress ., plainly acknowledging them. If after her boundaries 
are settled , the general government., to oe.rry out the pur
poses or the constitution ., or in good faith to :fulfill all 
the obligations tho annoxation of Texas to the Union requires . 
should think proper to puroha.se any territory from To:xas , the 
nrrangement may be unobjeotionable . 

It ·then proceeded to discuss the bill to abolish the slave trade 

in the District of Columbia, as follows: 

Jo one can suppose tha.t Uaryland and Virginia , slaveholding 
States now, could have de.signed to give Congress po er over 



the institution of sl very in this territory. Independently 
of the wrong to the o ple of the District , to emancipate 
their slaves, it would bo an intolerable ev11 to have a 
District between them. here emancipation prevails by the 
authority of Congress. Congress, in tho bill reported as 
a po.rt of the so- called compromise, now begins the work 
of the emancipation by deolar'ing that if any slave ls 
brought into the district for sale , he shall he ''liberated 
and free." If a slave is liberated because he is brought 
into the District, the next step, to liberate him because 
h is in the Pistr ot. is not difficult~ 

In regard to the Fug tiv Slave bill , it said : 

If these authorities do not enforoe the requirements of the 
Constitution, and aid in the recapture and recovery of fugi
tive slaves , Congress co.n d.o little to enforce them. 
The bill providing for the cooperation of the fav1 fficors 
of the Unitod States i,,vc ,ent in a State, is practicnlly 

ite insufficient to accomplish its aim. 

* * * • * • * 
The bill then, is , in the first place. quite inadequate to 
restore to us our fugitive slaves, and in the sooond place . 
~v s the South noth ng but Trhat ho is enti tlad to . If 
this y,ras 11 , there would be nothing in the bill for which 
we should concede anything to the ?forth . lru.t it is not all . 
Under the protext of bestowing on us a benefit , it perpetrates 
a usurpation on the re erved rights of the St tos. It provides 
that a alo.ve may arraign his raster, by the authority of l ws 
nade by Co.niooress , before th, co1rta of the States and of the 
United Sta.tea , to try his right to his freedo. • li' Congress 
can legisla·te at all betweE)n th master and slave in a State, 
when oan its pmrer he ste; ed? It ean abolish slavery in the 
'tates.. Thus a power is assumed in tl'i..e bill . which virtually 
extends tho jurisdiction of Co :ress over sltivery in the 
States. 
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