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The pu:rpo o of thi t-rea.tise, "The Big l0ssture and ts 

Openin to Sottlement,n is to trace briotly the events in 

history 'hlcb loo to the establishment ot the past re lands 

and the final dispo 1t-1on ot them to settlement. 

Ch pter l d la e tirely ith the original claims an4 

ownership or th se lands, beginning with the penish claims, 

Which date back to the Treaty or ordesillas in 1494. and 

the l ter x lorations and settl onts that substantiated 

these cla.ins. Included are the orisinal 1renoh cl lms fro 

th x lorations of La • lle in 1682, the transfer ot these 

to Sp in i 1762, end the .retro-cession of Louisian to 

~ranee f the ssoret ?reety ot San Ildefonso in 1800. mbe 

purchas ot Lou! 1ana Territory led to the ettin as1d ot 

the Indian err1 tory en he s ttling of the Cho.etawa, 

Ohickas e, and t e o as, Comanches. and ilpaches on this 

land bv separate tr aties d ,greements 1th each tribe 

involved. 

~be econd obapter is a very b r1er account or the 

cOl:ling. of the cattlemen, 'hioh really be n with the 

orthern Drives" about 1866 and 186'1, hen these 4rivera 

had e.n opportunity to observe the t'ine quality and bountitul 

su ly o th grass es they drove their herda across the 

Indian r servations. The Departnent or the Interior 

eventually granted the Indian ag ts tho right to lease 

this ress land to some or the bi ranchers troi: 1exas ad 
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elsewhere, which led to the establishment of ranches on the 

K1ova, Co nohe, an pnche reservation. ~ anch lite here 

held its charms and tasoinations for all those ho possessed 

that rugged individualism hioh prevailed among our earliest 

pioneers. 

Ch Dter !II deals 1th the opening or to :1owa, Co n

che, and Apache reservations in 1901 e.nd the eats lishm.ent 

or th Big Pas~ura as surplue gr ~in lands tor these. 

Indians. Briefly discussed a~e so e or the a~tel!':.pts that 

ere d end ao1!le o the torco.s tbet were working to open 

these lan a to settlemont. The cattlemen, who had the 

land leas~ for graz!n purposes, ettmi.pted to foil any move 

that ould lead to t e eottl ent. The :passage of' the 

tophens Bill and its provisions which led to h t1nal 

opening b v b en briefly discusae. 

Ch.apt r lV deals entirely 1th the opening, troa tbe 

r sident's proclSr.tation on S~ptetiber 19, l 06. he rule& 

and regulatio s o the Department ot the Interior specified 

thst s le or land should be by the sealed-bid method. Some 

opposition to this e.eth.od s n11"ested, but the rules 

were not altered. In ooneluslon, the sale met the general. 

approval ot everyone concerned. The final totals ere tar 

beyond the early prediction ot th . outco e. This land s 

soon settled by the ho estender. ~reet change had co e 

o r the pa ·tur lando in the course or s rew on:ths. 
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haptt:tr l· !h!! Original Owners 

.2!, ~ B1G Pasture !J!S Their Later '?ransters 

The or1 1nsl nish claims to the lands hich ere now 

inclu ed in the State ot Oklahoma date back to the eaty ot 

Tordesillas in the year l 94. '!'hi treaty was later i,ro

olail'l d in a bi ll by Pope Alexander VI in 1504. The SOY r-

1gn rulers of Spain nd Yortugal agreed that the lands 

lre d discovered an those tbat ·ere to be ·d ... covered 

est or t-h line or de re tion, drawn 3'70 leagues at or 

the Cape Verd 

s 1n.1 hi 

I lends ~ro pole to pol. should elo to 

cls1 s turth.r . ubst ntiated by tlle dis-

coveries, explorations, and sottl ents in the Ne ,orld 

tram 1 J.3 to 1541. 

e Frenctl cla ere ased aAnly upon the oxplora-

tiona of La Salle. lle was co~..anded to compl te the un

finished task ot ather Marquette am J'oliet, tliet or ex

plorin the ~ississ~ppi ~iver. He succeeded in re ch1ng 

the o th of this great treaD on April 9, 1682, where he 

ereoted colu ad took poss ssion ot all the lands 

drained by this river syst ln honor or King .oui 'IV or 
ranee. This region, hich o braced 11 the lands in wha. · 

1s no Olclaho Lo 2 s na ed uisia:na 1n honor or tbe k ... n . 

1 nois Gardin r venport, •rur pean ~reeties 
Beerin5 o th Histoey or the United State snJ! Its Depend
enole • riib!!oet on CLlV.~. 
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ranee cede to Sp in all her clau:s tc land we•t ot 

t e ss1ssippi aver, ineluding le Orleans and the outh 

ot th river, on ·ovember 3, 1762.3 Thia as one to re-

1 burse Sp in tor loss or the Florldas entl tor the assis

t .nc ivan France duri g tho French and Indian ·ar. The 

word of the tre ty w re as f'ollow : 

·1s most Chr1st.1an jeaty { "1ng or rar1ae) codee 
in entire possession. purely and simply, without 
exeep ion to fils Catholic Jesty {K.!ng of Spain} 
and his aucc~seors in perpetuity~ all the oountry 
knmm s Louisiana as wel.l ,.as rew Orlean end the 
isl nd on hich it tends.~ 

be F1rst Consul of ranee, apoleon Bonaparte,, by the 

secre 'rreaty ot San lldeton o traded the e.n:al.l Kingdom ot 

'ruse ny,. ltaly1 to the Duke ot arms (Spain), tor which he 

r c 1 ved in return the Territory or Loui aiena. The ~rd1ng 

of the treaty in part is aa tollows: 5 

His Catbolia Uajeaty (Kin or Spain) promises and 
ngages on his part, to retrocede to the l"rench 

Repu lie the Colony or Province or Louisiana with 
the same extent it has 1n the hands of Spain. and 
that it had when ranee possessed it, and sucb es 
it shoul be arter the treaty subsequently between 
s sin a.nd the other states. 6 

en th news ot the retrooessioxi was confirm.ed posi-

t·vely in 180.2, much excitem.,ent a registered in the United 

3 Herman Binger, Commissioner .2! tbe General Land 
0.tfioe ot the United ~tatea, l.ouisi1U1a~rcbas~, 56 Cong., 
House noc.-;;G"s. 17, Serial 400!. -

4 

5 Bin er. 21!· ott •• 2&. 

6 lb1d. -



States, es eciall· by th gen r~o thew ater at~rs be ond 

the 1 eny ... k> nteins. Coutinu .co - ere 1&l us · ot tbe 

!1ss1as1:pp1 Iver wae 1nd1 penaable to t.he future welte e 

t th s-e eople. A r ,es lut on s made in Con 

priet.in two llion doller to be applied on t 

ea ppro

urctutae 

_pr1c or .e Orleans and the Florid s if' and When h pur

chase eould be de. V J's a onro was dis e.tohed. to Paris 

ae '1n1eter. Plenip-ot-e.ntiary and Extraordinary to aasiet our 

n1s er to anco. Robert ivingston, in ne ot1 tins 1th 

the eneh otf!cials ror tbe possible purchase of New 

Orleans and the Floridas.a 

he attempt ot epoleon Bonaparte to restore order in 

t.he Island or nto Domingo met with failure . T is led to 

his decision to sell the whole ot Louisiana Territory to 

th Uni ed States n;;ther than to see it tall into the hands 

or his archenemy, Eng.iB d.9 

In their instruction, nroe nd Livingeton ere em

powered to purcha e onl Florid. and !fe Orleans.10 They 

re ot:rered the whole ot this re 1on tor t1fteen mill.ion 

dollars nd readily aocept d the otter wtthout further word 

tro hom bef()re lapoleon Bonaparte should cba.n.ge his mind 

and ithdr-aw th otter. 

7 Annals 2.!_ Congress, 7 Cone., 314. 

8 J a D. ich rdson. e asages ..Jill. apere .2! !h::.. 
Presidents, l , 358. 

9 BinGer, .21?.· ill· 
10 Ibid • • 28. -



hen he purch beea o known in this count consid-

erabl e .... ent de ain t the c uir g of addition l 

t rr1tor. So·e _erJ)er:0 of Can es read1l voioed tbeir 

,nti ent s nator lllltleo or 
Ad 1t this ,et rn orld into th Union and you de• 
troy all the wei ht and 1 ortene or ttte et.em. 

states end oo pel thcr to eat blisb a separate, ind -
pond nt pire.11 

He res t ti e Oritrin or V:i.rgi 1 :wid: 

. te r the vast ex ent or our em ire •••• I roar 
(though this l nd was r pres ntf'd as flowin with 

1k nd h ne } that h! don ot the .few orld il.l 
prov cemete ror th bod1 sot vur citizen .12 

epresent t1ve Or swold ot: Connecticut aaid: 

It i not eon istent t . the spirit or republican 
government that its terr1tory should be exceedingly 
ler e; for as you extend 1our 11 its, you incr e 
the difficulties er1sin tram a want or that s1mi
lar1t ot custons habits, nd manner so ssential 
tor its su. port.13 

On Octo er 2, 1803, the United St tes Senate ratified 

the tre t b a vot of twent -rour to e en. Five days 

l ter the ~ou e de its atltleRt1on by the overwhelming 

vote or ninety to t enty- tive. Thus th t ars or Jefferson 

ere qui ted .. 14 

he granting article or the treaty r d as f'ol.J.owa: 

ere s by A 1cle III or the treaty concluded at 
tlan lldeton o the ninth Vend ire {ninth or October). 

ll i ser, .21!• ~., S. 

12 Ibid. -
13 lbid .. -
14 '"illia ,cDoneld, Doe entary Gource Book in Am~ri

.st.8. lliwtory. 1~06-1913, 278. 
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onsul {napoleon Bon p rte} 
1r nch nepublie nd his Catholic Majesty 

( n,. ot O L11 1.,, .... a oereAd ae toll s: _!is Catb
ol1c ~ jesty pro ses aoo engages on bis part to 
eede to th~ French <ep bl.c s12 months after th~ 
t'Ull nd nt1re execution o the ooncitions end 
stipulations herein reln iv to Bis Roy Highneas, 
the Dw e of Pa t e Colony or Province at Louisi
ens .i.t the a .e extent that 1t now has in t e 
h nds of Spain and such s 1t had hen France 
po ses~ed 't, and uch aa it hould have arter the 
treaties subsequently t~nter.ed into 1th the other 

rties. A, ··h reas in p rsu no~ of · troet.y 
nd pert. c 1,rly 1th the third, article mentioned 

ov of' id tre ., th Freno ~{e ·· ublic bas an in
eontestabl e ti ... a to the do ain nnd to t o pos .a
.on ors id tar itory th~ irst Consul or the 

neh rlepublic, cesi in t.o g1 e t o the 'Unite 
~tates a stron proo~ or his friendship, doth cede 
to ,h United. s tes. in t.h ?18£10 or the French 
epublic for ver and 1n tull sovor ignty, the said 

I.-ouinlar.a Territory ith all. its rights and pp 
tenances, as fully and in the s ~e :tanner as they 
hev been acquired by the Fr noh. :tepubl1 o 1n vi t 10 
ot the hove entiQned treatv oonclud with ru. 
Ca~holie sjest .lo 

/-not er p rt or this treaty ~t ted: 

.h present covenant shall be ratified in good t 1th 
r.nd due !'o • The rat r c tion · hall be excbe:inged 
within six months ~ro the date or tho a1 tures or 
the _fin1 , "S Pl.eni otent t ~ or soo1,.er 1t possi-
bl .16 . 

Done at Paris tb.e tenth of' Floreal eleventh ye r of 
the ?rcneh R~publie, 30th April. 1903 • 

• he si"n torie or th tre ty were: 

For the U 1ted States •••• ( obcrt Llvingston(senl) 
(James 'onroe{seal) 

or the , opublie or France • (Barbe ' ~boia( seal) 
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Accordin o tne at :.n lations ot th ::'reaty of ne. ng 

r'abb t Creek, 3optcmb r 15, 1830. the Choctav.· - d..i..ans (one 

tribo ot t e Five c ... vilized Tribas) s_ nod away th ir land 

in is· isaippi end roceived in return lnnr. s in t.he '.Indian 

Terr to1·y, a.s .follo· ·s: oom:: cnein .• t o.,.t s 1th, follo. ng 

t e }rkansas i iver to the mouth of the Can dinn iHvor a d 

esoen in thP Canadian to 1 s so rce, thenco ooutb to the 

ed ive~ nd descending the Red river to the l.ine or 
Arksnsas, then north to the starting pojnt on the rkansas .. 17 

In this wa the lands that ere later to be aet aside in 

the Big asture pnssed into tb.e b&nds ot the Chocta s. 

i.h& Ch ckase 1s bad made the State or ·r1 si sippi their 

eastern ho e. The treaty of .rontot ck ou. :Pontotoc,· Creek. 

ssissippi, Ootober 20, 1832, provi e _or the relit qu1shing 

of the Cbiokaaa lends to the Federal Government. he 

lands er to be surveyed and sold by the eovernmont ~ d tho 

proceeds used for the benef'1 t or tho tr!.be.18 

On 1anuary l'l, 1857, representa-t1voa of the Cho-ota. 

and Chicka Gw -ndiens entered the Treaty or Doaksville at 

Do-aksvill, Indian Territory, whereby the Chickeaars pur

chased a joint lllt rest in the Chocta fe tion. z. e Chick.a-

s w Dist iot s to be t e wi .. atern half of t be Cboetew 

tion. In grtJnt~n . thi.s dj.strict ith ell tribal rights, 

l 'l C~rles J. Ka1~pler, Indian .. ffair&, ~ pnd 
Treati.qs, .1.l, 311. 

18 Jose h Br dford Tl1oburn, 'l'he Growth or Oklahoma. --- _... ..................... ___ 
I , 105. 



the Chootaws received the sum or .five hundred thirt7 

thousand d.ollers frou the Chielta:se:ws "l9 

"fhe United States nrade ,a trea.ty at Washington with. the 

Choota s snd Chieknsa,,s, J1.tne 22, 1055. 'The tem.s ot this 

trelltf provided that thes-a t1:!bea, .ive up all olaim to the 

land west or the one- bu:r-ulredtb ~eridian west f'ram Greenwich. 

It also :Stipula.ted that all the lends held in oonu:,.on be

tween the ninety-eighth and one-hundredth meridians should 

be l eatJed to the government. Renee this land a-ams to be 

known as the leased dist·rict.. Th!s lan,i was to be settled 

pei,nanently by the rfi oh!taa imd other· sftiliated tribes. 

ln oon.sideration to.r tbe leased d1striet.- the Cb.oote-ws re

oelvoo six !mnd.red tJ:1orumnda dollar$ -ene tht: Cbieltasa.ws, 

too hundred thousand. doll.ar~. -20 

A ·treaty involving tho lee.sed district a.gain was oon ... 

e l uded in 1866 between the Choet.aws and Oniekase.wa and ~b.• 

United 6tataa. The land between the ninety-eighth and one 

hundredth :1er1dians •c1as oeded outr~ht 1x> the Federal 

Go,rer1m1ent !"or t he mun or three hundred thousand doll4ira. 21 

The go vernment, ·desirL!lg to settle the plains .lndifille 

on a rio:re det1n1te resu:r-vation .. signed the 1"reaty of Hedic,1ne 

Lodge Cro&k in 1.-86? w!th the Apaches. Kiowas .. and Cotm.nehes • 

. Article II,- pertaining to th-e boundaries , reads as follo a: 



~ ... he n1ted 't tes groea to t e :follv ing d1st ... 1ct 
to it: Col:ll.Uo eiD at a point where tbe Washita 1ver 
oros.,es th· .. ninety- oigl1th neridian . st from Green-
wich; thence up the »aah1tu River 1n tho ddle of 
the ohan 1el theroor to a 1,oint th !rt y il e by ri vor, 
est of Ft. Cobb, snow eatablishod; +hence due west 

to the rrorth [)r,... of' U:od R1 e:, provided that said 
1 .ine trikes said river east o f the one hundredth 
-oridia.n o:t' ost lo , i 't de; it not then on y to sa.1. d 
noridian line, to the said 1.lorth Fork of i ed Uvar; 
t,llonco do m. th said forth J: ork in the middl o o f' the 
stree. thereof, f rot'l the point where it may e inter
sected by tho lic~s -ove de cr1 ed to the n~in Red 
i iv·er: thence down tho aid river in t e r.iidd1 or 
th in c ann 1 tb.creof to its !nte-s otion · i th the 
ninety- eit_!hth meridian of lon itude west f'ron Green-

1oh; the l.Oe north on aa i neridian to tho place of 
beginni.1 g, shall be arA the sane is herel;y aet apart 
t01.· t e ab lute a d undis tur ed use u d ocoupetion 
of thr:: tr1b s ~e o1 named. Viz: Apaches , ~·1owas, 
!iud Comanches . ~Z 

ln this y .as set aide the re ervution or t e above-

!l&t:.ed 11 dians oon ... aii: ing the la11J 'hieh lnolui d t Big 

l'auturo. 

22 :!'appler .2£• £11., -r.... . 917 . 



Chapter ll. ~ Cattlemen 

9M ill!! 1m. lli nse 

, en the .... en in grey cs ... e back to their hor..es 1.n Texas 

at tb close or the Civil , ar, they tound that their e 1th 

consisted of longhorn cattle, as num.erous as .confederate 

bills nd equally an orthleas.. There was no market in the 

Lon .... tar state fol· t ae oiatt.le. end they could be boue;ht. 

on the rango f'ro one to t dollars per heed, hile a rat 

beef 12ight bring a mucb as six dollars.1 t this verv time 

a rat ste r- vould ring from ·ei .ht to eleven dollars per 

hundred pounds and beet trom t enty-tive to ~orty cents a 

pound on the market in the northern c1t1ea.2 

The cattlemen soon learned about the priees eattle 

ere bri g!ng in tho l orth, end 1 d1 ately thoy began to 

devise othods o ... react in· these m rkets. 

In 1866 and 186? large herds vere collected at meny 

points in Texas a1d along the south bank of .ed iver, 

preparatory to a drive uorth es soon as the grass was sut

:fieiently advanced to . ke the tart. Ou.t of these co di

tions grew the famous• .orthern Drives.•3 

Two or the main routos to11owed by th herd drivers 

ere the old Chi hol.m and 1estern trails. The Chisholm 

l E. E. De.lo, nThose Kansas Jayhawkers," · gr1oultural 
History Journ 1, II, 1?3. 

2~. 

3 Ib1. -



at Doar1's C.ro.ss:!1;1e; el:ightly to th.e west ot these lndien 

lantls. 4 

With tba opening of these tr::¥-ils, the rrten ongagod in 

drivin~;: thi;1 hards t.?irough ttie terri tori, bad an opportunity 

t.o ob::urrve th, . .p: supply of wr1ter, the type of th0 soil, mnd 

t;Je superb t1ool i ty of the g:t'asa .. 5 !11 t.be u.o rds of J41dy 

::t slwl1 :never• ft.n"get the 1t1preasion. le:tt 1:n my mind 
of the t .first :co mine, after we crossed 1ted lU v·er in
to tbe Indian liu:t.d:$. 1.'*.hfJ! eountr:r w·sa as the ti.rat 
dey of' 1t$ creat!.on.. As we wound. over tl1e r11v.ide, 
there ~Jss revealed to us e Iif.moren10 o:r s~srded plain 
end tit:ber t'r1nged, wate:r ooorses; -wl1era sleet cattle 
.stood }me~ deep :in i ta super abundance of blue s.te:m .. ~ed 
mesqt.dte 0l·ass; 1iritb. uot a visible evidence t!.a t it 
had ever been !nva.oad by civillv.,ed rJ£n saVfJ the cattle 
men &rift th{:! r herds. 6 

The ciri,re to rr..ar.ket ususlly started late in Jipril or 

in early ~ay. The herds va.rlod in size from one thousand 

to tb!rty-five llundred, o.r Bn avera,;e of about twttnty-t!ve 

hundred to tbo herd.. This size he:t"tl vrould ·oost approxi

~tel;; ,one dollar pilr td.le or about· sixty c~l'lts a head 1\.>r 

transportation to market,. '1 

cook, and one or more horse vn:anglers a.coomr,anied each bard 

4 E. :r~. :nttle, Th~ :ftan1:r,e Gettle !ndu.str":[• 63. 
r.: 
.o lj'.lhot,urn and ~1r1<itllt, i:~ Hi.story ot Okl&b.omu, II7 529 .. 

f~:: ...................... ii - ~ _...;.;;;;;...;.....,;;;;;;;;;.;;. 

6 J'iondy Adal!:'.s~ The Lritt Q.t !. Co,·1l~o.t, 122 .. 

7 Geor~;e ·~tainy, Th~ Cherokee ~tri1h 131 ~ 
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t't'eveloo aloneaid.e ot evr,ry herd in tl:ie charge or the .horse 

,'n'ttnF;le.r.. t!orses ~>ere elieape-r than men. It was necessary 

f'o·r each ma:u to 1:H) v,ell mounted.,, for three men well mounted 

were ablfl: to ,10 as wteh as .t"iv@ or 1d.l!: m.tn1 poorly mounted .. 

:Ft}r a mwoesatul dt"1Ve, ooeh man needed. at least six h,orses 

wit.h plen.t,y· ot' tJta:rd.na 01vl -~n<htrsnoe. 'Usually, t,be extra 

h~raes wero sold at the end of the trail. where a ready 

:ete:rk{~t for- horse st,oek was tound. g 

Ordinaril:r ths men 011 the trnil 1;.•,rere skilled and 

hardened to hardships., pr!vetionfh and long days and nights 

in too. saddle. There \'iG:re few, however, who bad had such. 

experi~rllOt';S as were to ·t,,e enoota1teroo along the vmy.. They 

had erJdles!S troublt; with tho ind.tans, whose rese:rvtrtions 

they paa~ed through. 8eeves were USli&.lly domsndml. by the 

rfld m.en. fo:r the g:rass em:.i.sumod ae the, cattle grazed &long 

the \'\f&.y. It these were retu.aed, the herds were aometlt(';.as 

stampeded at n1glit by ·tb:o I.nd:i~ns and stolen.lo 

A di ss.strous sta~peds -was r-elatad by· en old tr~11 

J'.;. ~nd ot Comanci:HlS met the b.e.rd .and demanded beeves 
fer tht.:1 priv:iletie of pass1o.g through. the reservation. 

e Thoburn. ond ;;:righti .9J?• olt .. , 502,. 

9 James C. Henderson, u}iem1nise&nee ot a Range :ftider. 0 

.rt't) ·-' ,.,, · t o· ,l,,.,'l ·h · · 1r~ n~.l'l. v.srO~.t.Y-';!!S. 2_. _ AA.fl ,,om&,. J, 1 i$~~. 

10 E. :B .. Dale, ff'.?hose Kansas Jaybawkere,"' .Arrric.ultural .. - • l If '. . -

Hlst.orv J'ourmal, !!, ""1,';rt 4ir 174 .. . . •• •. ,v-
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1he trail boss ve th to beeves. but they demanded 
~ore. The toret.t&n refused tho and they nt , 
s llen and detia t. The next . ming, the co boy 
st n i gu rd aa Indians spproac. ing the herd. One 
or then dashed into the herd of thee thouaan lee 
ing cattle, · ving a <1r1 ecnr hide.. This made terri
ble noise and !ri htoned the c ttl until they da h d 
it every direction. ti ht took place bet een the 
co boys and tho -:n in, seve l or hes v esp ,ying 
.th tleir lives. Tho cattlo .so ttered in ery direc

tion. 1t e to ee s etor thy aou-d 11 e 
th red up no. started on tbe trail g&1n. So of 

the a fmel ere found bao in oxas _rom hence thy 
ca e. 

C ttle o th; trail r v ry nervous and detr.a.n'ed 

oonst nt attention. 'rh break1n ot a t g, th ru tlin 

or slicker, the howl o~ wolt, or th cou~b of & an or 

e hot"se otte l e nou to send the entire herd i nto an 

u .. controllnble stampede. 1th the fir~t sound ot th s~an-

peoe. every n 

orse rlesh. 0 

sin th.,.. saddl. t s "beet ga1nst 

h thi to do s to outrun the herd, ov r-

take th leader. and sw1n the cattle about. forming 111 

until n 1r n rv e were quieted.12 

There plenty or d nor in these stampedes, and 

otten driver were run over by steers and kill d.13 

! n dev!c s were used to pr vent t.he dread d at-ampede. 

ro keep the eattl c ln, the drivers otten eng 1n unison. 

61ngin to the bedd-d herd ut night s to dro out an 

fam1li.e:r no tat de the erd uneasy. Ono twd ... 1ar 

ll Conway, .c:ini cenoe • 

i2 Douglas Branch,~ CovboY ~ !!!.!, lnterprater1 80. 

pzine, 
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tune wae the .soft, ,slow drawl of the night SOllg: 

Oht any little dogle, wh,tm. are you goi~ ·to la:, down1 
And quit thi.s toreve:rl shitting •round? 
My limbs a.re weary, my s-eat 1s sore-; 
Oh! lay do~n,. little dogies, l1ke1iou laid before. 
lay 40\tfn, little dogies, le.y down .. 

Sometimes th.e fiddle wa~ used -011 the herd st n18ht.. One 

o.ld t-ra.il driver 1•elat.ed thli.t be ?led a c~mpen1on lead bis 

horse arouud while he tta~.it.ated the oat 5ut/t't reeling oft 

sueh tunes aa 014 Bl.eek Joe, Arkansas Trav:eler, and ot:to.ers. 

Tha ·cattle seemed to enjoy the asic. tor there was Mver a. 

stamped~ while the '.fiddle was going.15 

Yh:e ¢,rossin.g of the lied and Canad1Eui rivers was a ~error 

t.o every P..erd dri.ve1~ who bad to eroas t~se st:reqs wben 

thE1tY we~e =ady and running with s:ilitt ourrtmt. The lea:ui 

cattle in~t1:uet1vt1ly se11sed h.igb water.. Ilero the poin.t, 

riders W'll'Uld torce their !iones into tbe $tream to torc0 the 

let.uleri, across.. It t.b.e leadu htacme tr!gntened '1t the 

swittneag of the current or 1r1as :S'truek: in the aide m th a 

t'loatin6 piece o:r t1-b$r, the cat-tl~ milled in a panic

stricken elrole.. 1rhe crucial tfu!k was f"or the trail drivers 

to break the &ill; itnless tbb.1, eould be done, tho cattle 

were sure to drown" 16 

(lui ckmlnd. was anJi ot t.h~ worst en®ti&s o't tho dri. ve .. 

It ~s very dece:pt1v0; as lo~g as iiber';& was ~o•eent, it 

15 



• 
with so~e degree of' e:xa¢tness are quoted the nur1be:rs tor a 

35,000 1867 .. 

186$. ,. . . 
• 550,000 

1870 ~ . .. 
1871 ... 600,000 

1072 ... 550,000 

.. 405,.000 

.. .. 
1875 ....... 151,618 

1877. 

l8?6 .• 

18'79 ,. 

lOOO • 

1881 .. 

... .. 

. " ,. 201,159 

.. .. . 

. .. 
,::~~1' AA(~la 

• .. • Q"!'Vt. vvv 

srme hutf'alo were gone,.. 'The ltt st of the~e ~..ag11ii'icent 

befnits had :passed. forev'f~l" !'rem: the lrro&t &Juthert1 plaituw .. 

herds tua.t were t;eiUit d.1""iv~i1 nortb .from. T·e~as O?" troE herds 

011 the grass lantls tienr the S{~ti:n(j!e.s .. 19 
~-... ~1.'°"-.··-Q-••-•""'' -• __ w .... """?"wil .... C-l •-·-·--·-· ... , •·~ ----------........-...,,,a,--.----·--------

18 
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... he onttl9 1nd.ust y south ot ·1 d .. 1 r &d spread. 

,,.,,he ran e as praet{ oa_ly ba e o b rbags due to over

took1n~> 1hile the rass n the ~lows, c anche, and pache 

reservuti on · e. a greer · n Ei!lk. ...b.ese !'1ne, id -open 

spaces er~ n ino tire for the cattle en who had driven 

cattle across these Indi n lands to be in h nkin about a 

pel."!:.fillent ooouJ tion 01 this reserv&.t:.on.20 

ui e una ssu ngly so e of the cattle .en ai t er .1·0 e 

t e, hers or ve~1tted theo to ~rift nto thas lands. By 

1 2, l re h~r s ere ero sin t forth • or of , ed Ri ve:r 

and cet'ully .;rezinu upo the In ian'o lan a .. 21 .... arly in 

t t y r sevoral thousand head o~ cattle were occup i~ 

that ra1 e. Th l Dop rt ent of the I nterior requested the 

o ttJ. by n111 tar• :roro , as 

th !...di D .i.Oies ce• ld not COlL _ .. ith tho ait 82 t O • 

• e ·~ · r Do ~rtisent. co.,...pli d 1th the request, but the 

officer !.n the field report d that it as im:posu!ble to 

... ove (l oattle :pe . ently. ror t e cattle caa!l b.ec ~ or 

re riv.an bac bff the ome~s s soon as t~ soldi re ore 

gone .. 23 

~1 ny or tb ncmnet do ""'equest to the Dtl:p · rt ent 

ot the .ir terior or e ission to graze t~ieir c ttle pan 

20 E. E. Dale, Th :wn e Cattle ... ndustrv, 1 • 

21 . Do i D. ., • e., o. M, H t to :Prtoe. IV, 57, 
~ rlttl !155. -

22 lbict.... -r ood to Secret r of ,ar, 59. -
2 .:._!_., H nry to o;,o. 5 .. 
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ll<Hi l nd ::J b t . e r fused he 6. epertr nt hold hat . it 

had no ut .or ty to ... r nt aucl:l to .. 24 

· ter this refuual the outtlCL'len began to occupy tho 

: go ;>ardleos o.. the l!z· g or .... h _. seoretarv. J: ot1n 

J.. bt ·m fi t:, thou_ nd o ttlc an not n a ere of lnnd. 

!l u ela 

nd n.1..ora d ... ho cloi 

ri 'ts to one hundred tho snnd cres 

ith blood nd :.ron.25 

o.. scme it1 v 1ous Ind! r.gonta l c1 o lle tten-

tion t t et ct that he Indian h a lnr.ge. sun,lus ot 

. de to y1el t . a lt bl 

considern l inco i ~ le a to +'"l cattle ... en. 26 On thi 

·ubJect _ nt l • ll. Iu. ~ of' the :_o \ , vO..: nch , an n-paeb 

o ency sa 

Cent 

219. 

as e tlo e oat d1ff~cilt 
- have to co 1 find it i~possible 

k p t_csp ssi oattl to r~acrv t!on, aDd 
are crowded on all s1d-e • lt aeeudl to do very 

little go put th~~ or, ~?r 1· 1s fo~nd th t 
c ttl th t ve Just been driven otr will co~e 

on the . ~ ~ io ~o ~ tho police o cos 
ur lu an& are not disposed to rent th 

...,r s hole. bur: ... it 1s uaed ~ ~ ae~ ~t 
should be pcid £or. he grass s ould b utilized i. 

o ... a tot 111 n f .• :t :!HU n~~ n .. t 1 
not possib a supply tbe i tb berds surt .. cient to 
CO.i.i..U · c it, it e e.. es !r th graas . o ,1ct bs1 

entod ana. the Indians .. eee1ve the money tor it.2V 

27 

e · bject ot lea in the grazing lands to tll cattle-

.,. id., 351. -

o r e a ~ ?rio o Le s 2- 5. 

• w: o r: g..,dy o:r the H.an e,'" 
st, 1902. 

l eport, 
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aen ws approved by the department,and an arrangement a 

made with a number ot large cattle concerns tor leases. 28 

The tirst pa, ent under this rran · nt was in 

the summer ot 188!5, but was de only to the Co nones, tor 

the :1owas and Apaehes would not aeeept the onev tor a 

7e r or more longer, believing it s an errort on the part 

ot tho wh.1te n to beat them out ot their lands. It 8 

inly through the etrorts or the cattlemen•s h-1e d. 

Q,uanab l"arker, that they were induced to accept the lease 

oney a~ a later date.29 

Quanah Parker s very intluontial ong his people as 

well as on the att111ated tribes .. and his od rill s 

cher1sh&d by all who .,uld use h1s reservation ror grazing 

purposes. lle was held in high esteem by the oat.tlo kin s 

and s th recipient or iuany ,a1ua le gitts !"ro.m. th&se men. 

It is stat d by reliable oourees that his fine b.orae at the 

toot ot the .,!chits Mount 1ns was built by Burk Burnett and 

tew other rancbars .. 30 

Some of the cattlem.en 10 held the la:rgest leases ln 

the reservation and the ount ot their mon'thl:, rent ls 

paid t o the I ndians were: 

l'l. 

Dan raggoner 

Burk Burnett 

28 Ibid., 220. -
29 Ibid., 350. -

3115,553 aeTes 

200~000 acres 

·3,129.61 

l.6-66.27 

30 J'ames i l liam.s, :!!9. LegeAd 2!,. the Great Southwest, 
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Joseph S gs 

111 H. Jennings 

rank , • \leaver 

217.791 acres 

115,000 acres 

53,'189 scree 

1,814.93 

958.33 

44$.2431 

here were n'Bny ore rtuich an leasing lands in the reserva

tion ~o were operating on a much aller basis. 

ln this way the gr-eat cattl ranohes were established 

in 'the Kio a, Comanche, and peehe lands, the tirst economic 

factor in the d velopment or this region, h1oh ~ s to lead 

to Oklaho 's last land openin • Here, as elsewhere, ranch 

life cnted its charms, privation , and hardships to 

t hose pio er 'ho rode the rs e tor Oklahoma's last cattle 

kings. 

mo e rugged a 

tot be fo1.md an here. 

hardier type <if individu 11. could 

~Y ere just plain, herd- orking, 

every-day t "bo -legged humans. tt rd.1nari1y, they were 

called co boys but ere equal1y s ell kno as cowpunchers, 

whether the ·· r charges ere hor sea or oat tle. 32 They er-e 

noted for their rrenkness. hos.p_i"telity, e.nd generosity. 

Usuall they were peacetully d ispoeed in a land where there 

ero no r1tten la s to protect a n's rights, ero ch 

an went "well heeled" (armed) and as :rou d ready tor a y 

e rgenoy.~3 

31 Annual r eport £!!_ !A! Dep rt ent. of' ~nterior, 1901, 
pt. l, 76. 

32 Roll1n, £R• ill•• 58. 

33 Thoburn and right, .2»:• ~., II, 505-506. 
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very co boy t:mst be able to ride, rope, scout, brand, 

and ta e hi turn on ni t. tch. 3.e f'urnis.hed. his om 

saddle and beddin · and received n onthly salary ot twenty

f'ive to torty dollors for bis troub .... a. The cook, Who pre-

rd th eal s ... o ~ the o tfit and drove the chuck wagon, 

was paid sli :-l tly inoro than t.be riders, 1 le the t'or~n 

gbt be id as nuch · s one hundred dollars per aonth. 3' 

The e s FO eigh •hour-a-day law in the "oo country .• u~S 

day• a work st rted e rly; ith the tiret brea.r: o ~ dawn 

the crust cook w out or hi tl bun , l! ht. ed his f'1r th gave 

the ho:r wr n e tho • elco min sal t t1on of 

"roll out,'' nn set to work p?'f}Ji8 rin the ni.or ing eal. 36 

The enu \ms about the aam;.1 in 11 c~ ca. ps. The tare 

eo isted or sour-dough bread, bee , sftlt pork, dried rrtl1t, 

rice, potato s, bl oortee. esh t was usu Uy to 

e h d fro ti e t.o tirn , dapendir g on the time or the ye r. 

Etiquette s ent rely lac 1n .. l t ffllS oYery n ror 

bi selt' .. tra.~ .e arriving 1n ca .Pat mealtime. tired and 

h1.in Y• .s not asked to di ount and rtak or too enl, 

elf at home, hunt a ut s exp cted to do so and. ke h 

tin plate and oop, pou.r his o aoftee, end h lp h1mselr 

34 ltu::ies C. Henderson, "Reminiecenoe or ~ nee Rider," 
Chron_eles or Oklnboma, III, 259. 

- -
35 "eodore Roosevelt, "The .. ound Up, 0 Oen turf gazine, 

- -. 851. 

36 • ollin , .2l?.· .£.!l•, 1go. 
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tot rood. 37 

One ot th 1 av nt s or the yeer a the prln . and 

1'all roundups. Th se event a ere co.- unit. at~ irs, v ry 

nch in la r >e re bein re resent d. These roundups 

were for he purpo e of colleot1ne the o· rs' cattle to-

eth r nd b n inP t ve":"icks" and newborn calves. 

h r. J dor a ilisr tb the brands or o er st.ocko.en, 

nd the cattle ere separat aecord11 to th brand .38 

. any e uliar p ttern and des.1 _ns were us~d in .making 

b i ~ron. Te ranch ae o t n need tor the rand 

used on t re C n 's cattle.. One ot .. f'amou n b ndn 

u. ed in branding cattle 1.. Oklahor:ta was the tltree D' , 

plao d in s t-r1angu ar sl:epe on t . hip of e. eow, the brand 

t n ',e.ggoner. The t'a: .. ous 6666 was th br nd us d by Burk 

urnett .. 39 

Th 's gra s ah! no e ne 

s spar d to eonservo th< suppl . Th pr irl f'ire · s 

const nt eneoe d se . ngly started hen least ex coted. 

mhc, xtin:Yuish_ng of thes :f'1res :as pro abl one of the 

r::ost trying exper1 nces in the range r1oer 's lit ,. t the 

tirst S1fl t of oke all the men ruahed to the l3 ot. The 

slick r, a coat hlch 'Wee oarri don the back or the saddle, 

a usuall.,:r re t'rted to in fl ghtin t tire 1t' it bad not 

3'/ J.ho urn a d · r.ght • .2.:2• cit •• II. 505. 

38 ~ollins, S?.2• ill-•, 232. 

9 • c. t r, R 1n1scences .. 
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gained dang,u:Qua proportions,. Many t:tmes the t"lqes would 

nave :spread ovet" suob. a wide erflil and. pined sueh headway 

that more desperate methods be.d to ba .resorted. 'to.. Jl steer 

would be killed in this case e.nd tb..e cerctu;s aplit, open. 

1:rwo <=owboys would then pair ott. fastening their ropes "o 

the fm nt legs of' the dead an.il'G.al -and a rag,~ing it. to the 

blaze; there they would st·raddle the bla·zth the one on the 

burnt side~ close up, 'th$ other in the path ot the smolte, 

his rope J,layed out to the knot on his saddle horn. The 

oareass, blood7 eidQ! t:fo'wlh wo11ld. be dragged s1owly along 

the blaze until it was worn to ribbons. irbe little sp·ot.s 

of :tire rema.i.ni.ng would then be thrashed out with slickers 

or sad(lle blank.eta by the crew that followed up th-e drag .. 40 

JJ.?11ere were other losses incurred by the nncher. .t\t 

t"fire intervals cyclones whisked th~ir way across these 

great open spaces of' the prair.ith lcJ:1.vit:g in their trall 

dead anime.ls and on oithe:: side or,a,zod brutes galloping in 

wild .stan1ped.e.. Wi t:neases have .reported aee!ns large 

ateGra :picked up and e~r1"ied into t:be sir to$ heitht of' 

~n hundred teet and :t'or a di steno e of a quarter ot a mile 

1>etore nature would tire a! tx.,;r playthin:gs and drop them .. 41 

Severe wititers always took their toll o:f livestock. 

If ~ii lt$e orust tor:med over the .range. aa it did -~,- ti.us,,. 

the esttl~ did. not have the 1ni3tt.1net to paw away the ice to 

21 



roa~h thn ,grass 'below.. Ira lf1nl$y, a rider :tar the Val Verde 

Cattle Company. whic,b hed its holdings in the Dig Pasture 

and other pllrts of' the rcaet---va·tio11, roport,ed bavin1~ seen 

three tn.oueand heat\ or cattle perish mte ~~inter due to nn 

lo~ oruut' s fond.ng ovet• tba ra:nge~ the cattle dy.ina trom 

lack of food and expo~ure to th, eold .. 42 

.aegardless of the mrdooipa mtd. perils o:n the :range, 

ranoll l!,:f~ atlll held. its char.ms a:oc! eomp~.rtsations :r.:r-a the 

S':Jrtial aide o:f lite.. The lonely cow eam1., wae t'.req_u2ntly 

vie1ted by relet1voa and visitors frOJJ. other states.. ~hese 

visitor$ "#ere ontertai:ned by huntL"l,~ the pri!!datory a.ni~ls 

or tba prairie, t,h:l wolf' and the coyot~. Rode-as innludinft 

horse raeelh '"bull-<d.oe,;i:n3," ropi.nt, ttnd "b:ronco-busttng" 

were. trequer~tly $taged tor- tho bane.tit of the v1.si'tora as 

well as to brook tbs w.>?1oto.n1 or th(!, ~ve;r:1-day routine or 

the me.?1 .. 43 

a.nd. vocal. !ten1~ evenings were pas:Jed o:round the camp tire 

11ste1:iin.s to sueh tunes es Old Dan Tucker, Cotton-e7ed Joe. 

end l3leck .re.el: Orove.. C,owboya sang ab01.rt thlngs that were 

outstttnd11iig in their llVOf$, eucb an ®ther. sweetheart, 

saddle horses, cows, roundt;,J)B, sta.mpede$, and the em.1.ck 

wagon. 

AtJ turther sources o:t recreatio-n there were ttw occa-

42 . ]pip. 

43 Tbol:mrn snd Wright, 9.1: .. c!t., 50&. 



s1onal country dances. "'heso ere generally et tb.e tini h 

ot the roundup. t 'l hanksgiv1n .. , o:r at Chr1 stmas. o. 

rt.nera ere at a preni , but the men attended for- m!les 

round 1th alacr ty. t s seldon too tar to ,,o to . n 

of these n hindi s. u One or the f:avorite dancing t s 

s: 

.ye whis ey, ryo whiskey, 
I ish you no har. 
I ish bade botue 
As long s my arm. . 

Sun.up sent the cowpunchers" ga.llopin to c p tor anotbsr 

day on the ran e.45 

eli ion as a on the philosophiaal subj .ets tl¥lt 

av th co,fbo little oonco.m.. Re as healtb:y in ost 

oaso , hard working ond self'-confidont, and a lon as he 

tollo ed tho pen ran e be was little troubled with specula

tion about the hereatter. ..1th c.ost of the co boys t e:1 r 

speculations ent no further, exoopt as tho., sang over t 

d.1"ea y :crus1nga of sone cowboy aongs, aucb as this ono: 

Last nie t~ as I l yon the prairie~ 
And looked at the stnra 1 the ky~ 
l ondered !fever a oowboy 
Nould drift to that fSWeet by-and-by. 
oll. on; roll on; 

Roll on, 1ittle dogies, roll on. roll on .... 46 

ill the songs and hilarity ot the cowboy on the great 

r nches e e soon to peso. The p irie were ,p1u1sing, and 

ollina, 2.R· ~-• 189. 

5 Do ie, .!?..£· o1 t. 

6 Branch, 22.· ill·, 161. 
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pr~sett.ly the oettla thtHaS•::.lvee w,&re to pa,as; that is. to say, 

t'ile big herds !lnd. the range l«l'Uld. be no t1.or'l: .. 

The ihr•.rolopt~(mt o.f rntuibi:ng 1n the Indian Territory

presented an in.tcrtzsti.ng €1t.udy. Herth es :ever,wher-G in the 

'*cO\v oountr,r, n the ind.us.try c!'!E.e into existenee very quickly, 

and it;.s decline cane, rather ttbrtt];.ltly, because or the two 

oppo:dng :ractors, social und eoonon:..io. '.!'he aattl~n gave 

Wtll~ to the man '111th tho plov, a.nd the lloe '.\'<Ii.th the opening 

of' this gl"eut raservntiun 01~ the K!o-;fas,, CoDtiuob.9$" •nd 



Chapter Ill. !h! tablishment 2t, !!!!, Bis Paa~ure 

and .... f'torta __!! !g, Open ll !2 Set~lement 

A tr aty s entered into by t"epresentat1 ea ot th · 

United tates Government and tho Kio~~. Comanoho, and 

pache I ... dians o October 21. 1892, at ort Sill, In 1, n 

"err tory. In accordance with the tipul.ated terms or this 

treaty, the me bers of th. tribes coepted t . 1r lend 1n 

everal t • Each on received an allotment of one h"Un red 

and ixty acres to bo e l.ected ao~e~ere within the re er
l vation. 

In addition to allotting this land d reserv1 sec

tions 13, 16, 33, and 36 tor educational purpose, the 

part ent of the Interior a e.uthor1zed to set a 1de 

tour hundr d eighty thousand cres or lam f'or grazing 

purposes, to be used in common by thes Indians to graze 

their stock upon, since so.me tev were o ners or stock. 

J. enty-.f1ve 'thousand acres ere set eside as a permanent 

wood supply tor these tribes. 2 I th1s y the ffBig 

sture" ·sere ted. 

These grazing lends ere set aside by the ndia:n a ent 

under the direction or the Secretary ot the Inte,.ior. or 

the convenience or the l...ic!. ians three s-e:parate pastures ere 

established. rasture No . 2 consis ted or 30,727 acres. end 

1 Cba:rles J.. appler, ... nq1m ·tta1ra, ...J!!l!. an,4 
Treati e, 1904, I, 709. 

2 Ibid . 
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pasture o. 3 cont in d 30,046 acres. The r .ezne1n0er or the 

tour hundred eighty thou.sand acre s set aside in one 

large tr.act in tho southern part or Comanche County. 

Pasture No. a as located 1n Caddo and Comanche countiea.3 

ecord1n.:t to the terms of' the treat. , 11 remain!n 

lands in this reservation ere thrown open to white eettie

~nt t. in ix nonth , under th~ general homestead laws.-' 

fter considerable dela , this treaty was ap-proYed b . en 

Act or. the United States Congress in June, ioo1.5 

Approximately one year later, on Jul y 4, 1901, Pre 1-

dent o inle iaaued a proo1amat1on ope1 ing these rel1r.-

q l1 sbed lands to settloneny by the lottery ethod. O:n 

ngus.t 6, 1901, all lands that bad not been reserved by the 

terms of the treaty ere thrown open to eettlement.6 

Only the Di Pasture, s the reserve pastures 08Jle to 

be known, r001.eined to be opened to settlement. 

rom the openin of the Ki.ow, Oomanohe. and .Apache 

reservations in 1901, continued attempts ere md.e to throw 

the r inder of theso lends o en to settlement • . h& Big 

stur braced a large area ot Comanche County. nd there 

were those who believffd that the opening of these lands to 

3 Annual e2orts Depart.mnt .e!.. lnterior. l 01, I. 321.. 

4 r ppler. 2.ll.• ~-- 709. 

5 United States Sta~utes ~ Large, 5& Cong., l aee •• 
, 681. 

& Ibid., 57 Cong .. xxx.:n. 1975-1981 .. -
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ho e teader ould ve · much lessen the burden or county 

government . Since this region as especially adapted to 

a iculture and enerel farming purposes, it was believod 

th t a tre endous increase fro rev·enuo tr:o the taxable 

property ould be the net result after the l.and s sold 

and 1mprov d. Others insisted that the Indians did not need 

1't, as tbuy were making no appreciable uee or it,. 7 

The r sidents of the exes to ns along the border or 
~ d ;uver were very active to-r settlement. Thev complained 

that th ni Pasture restricted tl1eir trade territor and 

looked forward to the time whc the "co country't across 

the .. 1ver would be settled by prosp,rous tarmera. 8 

The influence or these border towns o su:tf 1c i ont to 

pledg th exas dele ation in Congress, 1nclUdillf. Congress

man John B. Stephen& or Varnon, Texas , to su port any bill 

ieh nu.gnt have potentialities for 1;00 desired opening. 

Stephens bee the cm pion or the long :r1 f',ht t t · s to 

ensue. As · arly ea 1903, be int.roduced a bill in'to COJlS1:'e88 

to open tht. reserve ptiSture ls da o.f the K.owa , Oonu:mches, 

and. pache • 9 

The catt.let:J.a , wllo ere oco~y1n~ the peeture lands end 

who bed been instrument l in havin the . set aside, naturallJ 

opposed the open!n .10 his wae the lest of th& great ran es 

'Lawton Constitution, April 27, 1905. 

8 Ibid., y 11, 1905. -
9 Ooooress1onal Jieeo:rd, 5'1 C n • , X I. 24'13. 

lO E. E. Dale, !h.! Range Cattle ndustry, 156. 



that they had so lon· u f al e pr t-Onse,. th v ot>ten 

boisterouel procla1tned the int rest and w lrera ot the 

Indian, but i.n so do!ng, the rsncl:lnen us, all bed t.h tr own 

self'1sh interests 1n •nd. '?hey told the ndi n that the 

.. as ir..one " oUld brini; .more than the interest on th 

.oney from the sal ot the 1£1.nds would. erass rente.l 

. t this ti the lnd1ens ero reee1v11Jg approx! . tely 

156,295 nnually. rb1c·b de a splendid argument tor the 

eattl en.11 

e .1dians realized that this the la st st nd 

gain st encroacrJnent& or civilization. Other thnn ~he 

allot ents that they bad taken, there were no lands th t 

they ght call their own.. They n turell dree.de the con-

tine nt, ioh ould be 1nev~table if the openi ould 

co e. ""f>-uanah P r er, tho eet chiet" o-r the Conanohes , 

who had b com ade t 1n the white man's ways, opposed the 

opening and us.ad his 1nr1uenoe to prevent it. The o Chief 

had been bribed on ,any occasions by the cattle n; too, he 

· s induced to believ tbat the reve.nue rro the grass 

ant or . to hi a Comanche rds then t be proceeds rro th 

.le would. 

attitude: 

is words, spoken April 27, 1905, f!l.lm up bis 

! inst. tha op nin , of 
goe th tho commias onor. 
ope. tit s y no OPDft• 
rules ano T say no open J. 

ll 
1904, 2 

_ ..................... 

the pasture- what l soy 
lf I say op , it ll 

it no open. Tb jorit 

ll 1.awtop Cons itut !on, April 27, 1905. 



Th Indians, especially the K 'owas, e e ~uite dis

turb d heu a b1ll th t repealed the ect of Con ress se

curin th se lands to the and opened them to settlement 

r. th ep roval or the House of ·epresantati es • • he land 

S Ob 

en aere.13 

old ~ he rete or one dollar twent1-r1 · e o t 

• en the Ste~ en Bill was introduced into Con . ess, 

t ere was co1 .. sld rablo argi ent advanced by various lYleti>ers 

ot that body th t these lan-da no longer balon ed to tbe 

Indian.14 It was obvious tr~t the ale or tte land to 

1te· settlers u d not constitute taking it tram the 

.... nd1en end iv ns it to th& settler. The Kio es, C nches. 

an.d Apaches had een negl1 ,ent as tar as ing ua.,ot it 

as concerned. ~ihat · ould really happ u would be tb t .1ng 

or th.e land :rro~ the rancbmen, ,o had been 1n reality the 

onl on&s kin us o~ it from. an aoono 1c standpoint.15 

l;ireaiden.t Roosevelt, ·ho bed t1&&l ea7 as to whet.her 

the i 1> sture · uld be opened to sett1c.ent, visit d thie 

s ction or the country in April, 1905. ed1 atel y this 

ar a o Okla o 

the oountr .. It 

beonme the princi l point or interest in 

s the tirat 1 e that a President at the 

United...> ates bad vi~itud this territory.16 

13 J's s ,. 1 n4l~t t, Indian /! ont Annual eports .2!. 
the. D partmeat .2,! Interior., l O , 294. 

14 Rouse i.eports, 57 Gong., 2 ass.- II!, Serial 2215. 

5 E • .r.;. Dal , _.A! lndustrz~ 321 .. 

16 Alvin ucker. "L~st or the Openings, the Big 
Pasture, !!!!?. Dally Okl t1..a.n, Deoe er 4, 1932. 



rederio, the President's headquarters wh1le re, had 

mo.e people ther on the day ot his arrival than any tillle 

before o:r ainee. It 

:many ;peo l 

ome. It 

11 came so tar · ere U.."ltil th next dG arriv!n 

s eati ted th~t ten t ·ou nd. people ha · 

thored tm r to greet the Chier eoutive on his rriv 1.l? 

Colonel Cecil • L~on, .. tap'4.bliean !{atio ial C ttee 

tron . exa.::.1. ha1 in ited the :President here for a eer:•s 

out1n ~ :unt1 g lves au ca ping · the Big Pasture.. Jae 

... b·arnatuY of nesr riede.rick prov .d to be t f<l chi et euter-

to Iner for t ~resident. He bad i ~ d quite reputation 

throu' h his bility to catch lv s and coyote llv 1th 

h s han .1e Iles1d.s Colonel l.yon and f .. bernathy, th 

composed or other notables or his region, 1 elutli ., 

n ,,... intoner d r .. .u rnett. cattlemen. '1' eae gentl en 

ere to , e hosts to t e l?~e 1lient, since the hunt · to be 

taged po t ir leases in the Big Fs.sturc,.19 h y w re 

rsonsl friends or r~ o-osev lt and l. tt nothing undon: 

1ch 1ou:d t dd to his ple · aure · hlle her • oom .. ort ble 

e erected on urk Burnett's leas bout fourteen 

.le o thous ~'f redor1cr on De p ad Run. 2.0 

Th · re idcnt proved hi sel a true outdoors.- n end 

1'1 orge oll~ h, · iniseenees. 

18 Huo · r, op. ill.• 
9 Theodore I oosevelt, ·~ · olf' ! unt in Okl ho 

Scribr1er' s '8.5i!l:zine, llovo!1l el', l 05. 

20 lb d. -

II 
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spo:r-tanm.n. lle was an exi::,elltll'nt rider aud pravii)d his abllJ:t1 

as. S\HJh b:t tollm,ving the dogs 1:n. swift J)}ltrsul t stJt the elusiv~ 

coyote over pra:irie-do~-1.nte•-ted terrain astritte a ~!.exas 

c,:-,~ony.. .Bis riding 4:ihility was doul>tlese acquired from his 

ptu1t '.tlxper:tenoes on .th<t cattle ffillgss of t:00 liorth. He was 

a capable enterts.1ner and sJHiA't: J,ltU'JJ hours at, night s-wappillg 

j()kee and telling yarns Ii.round the -eamp fire. 

Wb.e six-day lnmt proved highly sucoesatul. Ge:trenteen 

wolves and coyotes were oa.pturech p:r1neipally b.:, Ab~thy. 

·This "t>4a l\'lUOh to th~ clell~lit ct thac l?rea14ant, ~lilho was 

u usual.ly on band at ·t.b& tol..'fl11nat1on of· the chase .. " 

irbe ostamdble r:eas~n ror !7-eeident .Roosevelt'$ oomin« 

to tho Big PBstu:r a was to hu·t wol.ves, tJaough it was be

lieved by tt.any that the trip '\l't'&s ~t,1veted by h1s desire tG 

sa:tn first-hand i.ttformatJ.on pe rtaini~t to tbn proposed 

openir..g. 22 '\t\t> get, the lndi&n'• pc>int of view, he aaked 

Chief {tuanah Earke:r to join biJJ. on his hun't!O/ This 'the e.biet 

·obligi!1.glJ' did, reOJin1:ng throughout the weok with the 

~ ... a.ui, ,;t l:S""t' .2s 
,-..: .. fiQ ., .•. l.;;..}A, ·• 

After m:ny adversities,. tb.u St.eph~s Bill., which pro

,rided for the openlng of the pasture lauds in Oklaho• 

'lerritory, met the approval or tbe ·souse ot Representatives 

and the Senate In IIaroh, '1906. Upon submission or too bill 

21 J!'rooer!ck !i'nta'Pnr!se,. A'Ar1l 15, 1905 • •• ~ ••. ::&4'5t~, ..ti" 

I'!, ... 

,iJ~ ftoosevelt, .22• cit .. 



to th r ido t f'or hi.s a .proval. h 1 . t} at ly retur. d 

it to t; ~ endod .. His ;p.rl nci pal objection 0 the 'bill. as 

10 S>ed ·as conce:rni e tho r1ce ro. b_ch he land • a to 

Soll. ... he or gl.I W. dIO.&.t spae ~ t'.ed th t th land ii.>6-l for 

on doll r a< .11"'ty o ants per ore. ri..fter b vi g made caretul 

i e tig tion and havi r cei vod reco eu tio s rro the 

Indian p rtwent~ resldent .Roosevelt reco <llde to 

Co re t t <1-;lf.c price e raised to t 1 e (1ollars &-u are 

nd tbe.t Articlf. 6 be added to the bill. l.hese cl · .ges 

t t e ap rov l ot both housea. 24 i"'rtiole pr ided tba t 

allot ent or one hundred and s i x.ty eor or land b"' i",! v on 

to 1~ I clian chi, dro born since "' ne O, 1900 ,- ho 

p reni.. , re uly on1olled en the tribal rolls of th•l ~-iowas , 

Co i · Apaches .. 25 

~uJ n ·ho prioe or th l nd rro one dollar fifty-

ce.nt.s an er , hil nu rov.r 310ll tor th tu.lot ,.unt ot 

1 d to the i n chi dren,. h d ob to do o r rooon-

cil1n th I dien to the a le 0 • t eir ll st 't:>e l nds. They 

.o longer o posed th ool uena l;arker .. 0 .. r apokos .., .. 
... or his tribe, no · opan.ly favored t e govo ent•s aot1on.26 

n Jun 5, l90o, C n r a epp o ed the oteph&lla · ill 

ith its en e ts. Tb act ro ide4 t. t the f'Qur h\P' drttd. 

et t th.ousa.nd ear s set a ide or rra ing , r es a:n · 

24 Congressional .tecord~ 59 Con .. , l sess., XL, -pe.rt 5, 
4'455 .. 
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the twonty- tive thousand aeres set aside tor perman~ JaoJ940 
,supply should be opened to settlement. under the homeatead 

laws or the nation. It e to be opened off'ic.ially by 

pr s1dent1a1 proola tion 1th1n e1x onths 1"ollowing its 

paaaage. 2' 

The mone1 reee1ved tram this aele as to be ple oed to 

the credit ot the Kiowaa, Comanches, end Apaches through 

tbe Treasury Department or the United ·tates Oovel"!ll1ent. 28 

he rep<>rt or the pi aaage ot tbe bill as enthusiasti

cally received by the citizens ot Oklaho•, Texas , and 

elsewhere o bad untiringl.y lent their e:rrort& to that 

oause. 'l'be local people or Lawton a~ other nearby tomis 

beo e quite opt · istie over the opening, wl:11.cb seoaad. to 

be e reality now. ·. ew business -enterprises sprang 1nto 

existence overn1 )ht. confident thet a rich benest ul4 be 

gle ned trom the hordes tha t!iOuld soon be trooping into 

the :pasture to select land desirable tor u home. Qen9rel 

bueinesa improv fl:ent ns sure to follo upon the heels or 

the President's prool.8.aation. 

he r1nal passage ot th bill providing -tor the opening 

m.esnt he ssin ot tbe pioneer oattl.QJ'ilen. The Indian 

land · were to be throl\'11 open to the impregn,atin desecra

tion or the plo and tho hoe and ede into ho s ror 

thousands ot homestead~t"B 11th horses, cattle, c ildren, and 

Z:!'1 St tutes !! Lttr;te• 69 Cong.• l &esa .. , 
21. 

28 Ibid. -
. . ' . . . " ' . . 

~ . . .. . . 
' ' ' t , .e. " • • • 

.. ~ ' ~ · . . = ,• : 
\ r ,. • • • • 

. ' . • ! .. 

.. - (. . . . . ... 
. . . . . .· : : •. 
* ... : ' · : ' ••• 

IV, pari 1, 



the wherewith that would Dtike the plt.tins 'blossOll es a ~ose. 

Within e!:r. l"lont.hs the track.a ot the cattle kittf!S, mavericks. 

broitoos., &nd the r,__yrind host ot their ehatt·elth ·with the 

tiny ash. pile that marked the passing presence ot the 

brand1n.g pen wo,~ld be S'Wept away for ell time, and 'W'OUld be 

remembered with an abiding gratit1cst1on f'or t.he!r absenee. 

The ranchers realized from the opening of 1901 that the 

$ettlinf; of t.hese lanrls 'fl,i:SS i:nev!tab1e and 1t was only e 

•tter of time untll tile range would pess fore·ter trom,. their 

~ap .. 29 The big horde th.et tomerly roe.1!7.ed the. plains in 

t1reat n~bers ttere r.n 1:0:re to be seen. Thetr aw.here halt 

qn!efr evacuation on. dem1n1d rrcm the gove-rmnent.. ~ny ot 

ttu.l er.ttl(;: God horses had drifted baclt across :Red liver to 
50 their .fonuir range~. 

For several. .nonths tho pasture lands bed been w1.dely 

p,1ibli~izli)d by various :netbods. A 001'.lsi<lanble tmo bet'o?<e 

tha J?res:!.dent'a procltt~&t1on, remer'S trom other states. 

who were eager to eee\tre homE!ls in the na\'7 country, were to 

be to,;;.nd n1·m,.md the oont:1:nes o:r tho J)!g Pa&t1.1re.. Tents ot 

the.ss early arr1vals were pitched along tted River from 

tiaurHta to Da-vf dson o.n tne south, and 1n tbe v1c1n1:ty- of 

.Ruah Spcrings, t!arlow~ and Duncan elont1 the 11:ne of' tbe 

!ndlan Territory .. 31 J!any or th1e vanguard brought all of; 

BG uue_ker. 9.!• o1.t. 

30 J.ter, Reldniaeences. 

51 1!he Dnill Oklah0taan, April l!h 1906 .. 



their rtbly po easions dth them. d~te ind to stick 

it O ~. rly spring tloo sand sto caused m.uoh ur er-

1ug ng thes peopl, but they~ ,a11 d und un~ed, c11ng-

11g to the nope that opportunity would yet pass their way.52 

32 Ib1d. 



Chapter !!• !h!_ Opening 

he last reserve land: biob belonged to the ,. iowaa. 

Co:r.anch s, end chea. cot!l!:!Onl known s the Big 'ast re,, 

s open d to settle-et by a pro-0lamation issued by re 1-

dent .1.heodore .ooaeveltr September 19, 1906.1 

t the d1soret1on of the Seoretar:r of the Interior one 

or t o etbods as to e used 1n d_sposin o the land, viz., 

either by sealed bids or by public auction ithin six 

O?lths tro the passage at: the act.! 

I edintely m oh sp cuJ.et!on an contro e:rsy- arose over 

the procedure to b used tor the sale • ~ n favored th 

lottery, tho ethod used in open.ing the surplus l.ands of the 

above-na ad Indi ns in 1901, after they had taken their 

l1ot ents. t-e lottery had its perfections, and eat 

d 1 o~ disaati raetio. existed. att&r~rds. It appealed 

1nl:, to th anblin 1 a t, here today and gone to-

orro .• r~e ar~o nts or this land had fallen into e 

th sew o use it for speeuletive purposes only. 

ians f vored th publ!o auction 1n the b ginnin . 

Chief ish---ti of the vOJD$ncbe openly eclared the lEtnd 

would rin a million dollars mo-re by pu lie auction. 

·-:u nah P r',.e::- a reed w1 th lah- i -ti. Be feared th t ratt 

1ould ent r into the s aled-bid pl n, thou., he ho.4 :ueh f'ai th 

l. ~tatutea ~ L rge, 59 Cong., xrnv, pert 3, 5233-3254. 

2 Ib1d .. , 215. -



ln the otricials or the Indian Depart n. Council meetings 

ere held, and the members or tbe 1owa an Comanche tribes 

even ent so far a top tition Secretary Hi tchcock or the 

Depar or t e Interior to adopt he ublic auot:ton in 

P- fer nee to be seal d-cid pl n. 3 

'l'her were t ose calft!:l1t:, ho lers whO bel!e:ved the 

sealed bids favored the capitalists, believing that they 

would ou - id t etual ho eseeker •hen it came tt e to 

place their bids. They f el. t in t hi s ey the most- attractive 

end des1rable tracts would be "gobbled up~ by those who bad 

no int«a tion 01: i . proving the l~nd and 

permnent hoe .. 

king it their 

kn sr ent advanced y a r wl o r avore-d t sealed 

bids as that th1e plan did not require tJle :presence or the 

bidder on the ground. person l ivin in another stat or 

r r re v d fro thi 1oe iity oould come here beforehand, 

d ive ov r tho ootmtri:, select the tracts of land n ~ich 

he _ shed to !)lac his bids, and . ho e d harve t hi 

crops, kno ing that he wo ld be notified or the results as 

soon as the awards ere made. 0th rs insisted ~h~ publie 

action ould draw so ny to Idlwton am its vicinity that 

1 t t0u1d be impossi le to intain l · nd order. A certain 

mount or l&. losaness had prevailed at th lotteries due to 

the enol"l!'!ous arowds that d eatbered there. 4 

All rguments tor and against th.a procedure were hushed 

3 La ton ___! : epublican. epte e 12, 1goe. 
4 Ibid., Sept ber 27, l aos. 

3"/ 



hen on October 19. 1 05 .., cret "ry llit.ohcock issued the 

regul tions foI the op~n1ng of the Big asture. The l & 

wero to be sold by se led bids. 5 

There ~son e caption ae to the rule. Thi was in 

t thod of dispo i g o the land in pastur J:ro. $. is 

l nd h d leased previousl ror agricultural purpo e . 

ost of th laid s being dB d s i a f ir st te 

r · evelopx::.ont •• here ere ltogeth r 208 quart r- eotions 

1n this re&erve. By a peeial ect ot Congress the ho1ders 

t thase leases had a ri t to purebase the . , prov ... d1n 

tbey did ot excae, one hundred end sixty acres, et'ter t bey 

d b en appraised by tbroe n appointed b the .,eoretary 

or the !n io , o of bich had b en reoommende by the 

i iowa , Co .i1cb.o , nd ~paohes. The puroh&s r had. to pay 

t le st th appraised value and t.o ke the 

purchase ~t· ~n sixty days !ro ti ot the apprais nt. 

Cne-fU'th ot t;l pu:i: hase price ust be paid at the ti.Lle 

t .. 6 na. J..unen:t • -

..i.'his ruling 

id in four equal annual 

the de1 rtueut did not p eese the 

Iud Gnc a& ny 1· th h d loo od for r to aelectil 

ol.loto..,nts i thi p stu ... o or th.dr bildren ho had teen 

oo n 'i.co th6 opo ·n or 1 01. 

j,> r ous 1 titl d · o ma ·e 1tls ou tho past re lan s 

550. 



accordin to the re lations era those ho could lnBke an 

o_i j ~Ell. ho estead entry, a second ho::i.este d entry, or an 

additional hom.aatead entry, but persona naking second or an 

a d ... tio 1 entr:, er.u to turniob evi ~e o th .. •t they er 

entitled to do so. *oreign-bor o.tizens ere pen:iLtted to 

place bids, pr~vidod t t they furnished evidence at their 

nat lizetion or intentions ot sa e.7 

Eaoh idder ias po · itted to .t1 ~ bida on s y 

s parate tracts as he ces1re4, prov1d.1n.1 tb:it no single 

o .te.r as for .:.:ioro than one hundred and uixty aores ot knd. 

tlegardless or the U?l'lber ot bid th ta person pres nted. 

t e de e.rt nt · ould a mrd but one traot to each in ivi . ual. 
/ 

l"l check ror one-t'"itth of the high st · ount offered on n:, 
/ 

one trot must be enclosed th t e bid o · i ds. It 1as 

necessa .y to present but on chock . lt wes to b t:11de 

payable to tho Seoretary ot' tbe lnterlor and oert11'ied 

b the prop r tt1cia 1s o~ 9.1:m& natio al bank. :o per on 

ould be a: rod 12:.0 o than on hundr d and sixty eros, re

~ardloes o how muoh had been ot'fered tor ot er tr, cts.8 

The bids re to be tiled with t .e orticer in c r e at 

the Public Land Of~iee at l.arton, klahoma Te ritory, rr 

Doee. ber 3 to oeab r B ~ 1nolus1 ve. 9 

he to of the bid W&S to be es follows: 

'I Decisions gL Department :Q!. Interior, o • o t., 241. 
8 !bid., 240. 
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TO .1. J. ~ ~~ ::a.:Vi: ..!.H D ~-\tJ _ 
United States l..snd O'ftice, La ton, Okl oma 

Sirs: I, the undersigned. bein qualified to 
~e JJtl: um: er t ho estead la s ot tll nite 

States , hereby b1d, under the act or .Tune 5, 1 06, 
wd the r guluti ,u issue thereunde , f'or the 
aeparate traots enumerated belo the s set op o-

te e oh tract, and epoait here it,h _y oertitied 
check tor the s ot , drawn on the ----. tlonu , looted t poet-
ottice, THE s Go E-FIFTH ot th lar est 
aaourrt Lid for any one tr at. agree en.d pro ise 
1:t ny one ot said bids, is a ooepted l 111 a ply to 

ontry 01 tne traot warded me on the day 
assi ed to e ror t et pu ose, a t e the mone 
colleo <ion aei check y be applied to the pay
ment or the first inst 11:m t or -he purohsse r ee 

f id 1·act o far a. y 'be nece se.ry to me.lee 
said · a ..... ent, nd l further agree and oonsent that 
tbe ai deposit y be rorfeited to the United 
Stat s in th event I f'ail, w1 thout sutr c1ent ex-
cuse, to pp y to e entry u der said regulations • 

.. · pre ei post-of-i"ioe address is , 
__ ..,..... __ __,.. ____ , an it 1 chanp,e y address betore 
t ·~1 ~t, day from the d _ 'J ·hie y be assign d to 

e for kin !> entry l will noti:t'y you ,or tbs t tact. 

!.>() ul 
number 

o. tr t 

T ac,t-a bid Tor 

1~...i s of :,.:, ct:.i.on Townshlp 
see ti on 
hid 0 

e Tot l 

---~~~---~~----------------~--------------------0 
eh xo1te nt s ifest din Lawton nd n arby 

towns. So 

Lawton · b_ ent1 l ci.ty or thirty thoustu1d soul • 

1.0 d., &. a. 

0 



ger expectancy prevailed on very side . Tbe st ge e 

rapidly bein shap d tor C l l1or..tt' s le. t --iar..d opening. The 

c.ountr had been flooded i th ps, literatu;.e, a:n<i copies 

0( t.OO n&otad bill, 6, VGrt • Sill th-' S nH6\1' en . ,ll. 

1 a~enues o tr nsportation er enjoying a tremen

dous in ere e i bu sine s. Dy dozens and by h · reds the 

visitor rolled into he ti J.ast.ure. a gems• h cks • 

carriages, u gica.. u.t.omobilo , and trains ·ar de av il-

able to th .s sight-seers . nzo t.hu r ure opul r 

ign to bo ee on bic :one an.d hflok as they trundled 

,1 ng the ;uy •12 

Tho presence o--r th 0 1 c~tor, s 1 ide o on 11 

sides. "I:1s ps and d~scri1tive litQ t ~a er flowin in 

t · ady atrea • i" n of the e tello s t er- fo 1aer cow-

boys · nd re thor-ougbly a . 11 r it t e topo hy ot 

th land. BoI;,e, o ever, were typ~ cal windlers but-* 

"locators" being in g:i:'aat. demand _, to qu_c l.y o:rterou their 

s rvioes ta those who d nded t-o b . h 

ocatins bus neas ras a luor tive one; orto a ch 

twenty-ti r fi~t1 doll ould e cha ged for lo ati 

fe ... t.:.le tract in tile cl oi-0e t areta •13 Tlu. usineoa be-

cane q ite svstowti'-, _tor 'fte l. ge uro pa old be 

ta.ken out to tour t. e pastur to select. t ts h1eh et-

ll Lawton 1:c· ·~ ;. .... publicen . .. "'o ·e 01· 2, l .. OtL. 

12 ~t.: 
..:.. -4,i • t -

18, 1005. 

41 



th tancy or the prospective buyer. 

corsrum. thod used for locating lines and corner 

stones w s to nessure the cirouarerenoe of e wagon or buggy 

eel, tie reg around a spoke, d1Y1de the ciromr.r ·rence 

or the wheel into ti ve thousand two hundred and 1ghty feet 

( one !le) , nd when the wheel had made the corresponding 

nut'!3.b r or revolutions look tor a r.ker. Another plan 

so et1 es resorted to was to lle&sure the stride of a pony, 

divide the distance into a !le, then count tha number of 

stride to correspond to a 1le.14 

ny glowing reports ere made of' Ol~laho:ma by viai tors 

tro other states upon their return ho e. Colonel .. .. 

rtin of Altoona, Kansas, paid to this now land splendid 

tribute in which he said: 

OklahOJtia is a dandy. Sh$ is a peach or the Alberta 
variety. ~tertaining, l&jeatic, Imperial Oklaho 
wbero the lights o~ genuine civilization like 
Vest.al Virgins hold their v1~1la unerrin y 8%!d un
dying a tho silver stars, and where under the sort 
and hallowed flame :Progress, like the I ebrew giant 
is leap1n tonmrd in the great race for ITlflt.erial 

e 1th and glory, td th bounding strfdee, unsurpa.ssed 
in a1l the s1ster hoards of state.~ 

A complete list o:r Indian. children born since June 6, 

1906, s de by Cn1ors (luaneh .tar er of the Oo.Mnohea and 

Lon "tolt of th Kiowas . ln due tie thee children were 

allotted their individual tracts or lend.. 'ore ju ent 

had b~en exercised in the selection or these allotments 

14 George cHugb, e~1n1scencee4 

15 Lawton_.!!.!!! Republican. Novembor 15, 1906. 
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than had been 1n the past.. Invariably the lana a s-eleoted 

along the • 
the tin at th t the 

inly Deep Red Run~ ,mere the land "as 

ature a:rtorded. An ggr gate or 
t enty- fo r thousand seres . s allotted to these Indian 

babies.16 

kft r all reserv tio.ns and allotments . ere de, 2.53.l 

separate traeta 1er oft'ered tor sa1 by th Interio De

part nt.l'l 

Three hundred bids ere filed the first dey. December 3, 

st the land ort1co Thirty o~ these came by mail; the re

~ind r ere "erson 111 deposit ed. C".u.1' Ro ertson, cashier 

of" tbe rst lational k ot Lawton, had the honor ot de-

pooit ne th largest nunber by ny one individual. He tiled 

twenty for bank clientele. 18 

ver ans possible s taken to ins re ta1rnes to 

every icd1 !duel. Judge J.,. hitten, bead of the le al 

d partment or the General Ls.nd Of"f"1ee at ,ashin; on, aa in 

charge ot the sale. He invited s c .1 ttae or three ci ti

on to sit at the recei . 1ng ott1oe to see tba t 

fairness practiced by the -1ash11 gton autb.ori ties in 

chareo. To complet the precautionary easur St jor 11" ylor 

ot Fort Sill detailed a tore of cavslr en around the 1rat 

National Dank, her the land ottice was located tor re-

16 !bid. -
1'1 ....,;;;;.;........, 

I!, 113. 
aports , Depart ment S:t.. thft Int erior, 190? 

18 Ls ton~ epub11cant December&. 1906. 
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oeivin bida.19 

steady increase wao hown in the number or bids re

ceived each day. ' ny aited until. near the -closing detc 

to plaae their bids, thinr.J.ng that the last doposited would 

be the r1rst opened. th0raby enhancing their chances. ~his 

belief came to nought, tor the :rules end regulations specd

:t'i eally .stetcd ho the proce<lure ror openln ~ bids as to be 

carried out, el~1nat1ng any possibility or favors bein 

shown 

Betore the expiration or Dec ber 8, Judge tten re-

ceived a telegram tron ashington enending tbe time tor 

pl.acing bids until Deceaber 15.20 This caused considerable 

co ent, end some threats Dt viol~nce were =.ade. ny felt 

that the int'lux or ne bidders that the extension o'f time 

wao sure to brin would le sen their cbanoea or obte1n1n 

lend The report ns circulated th t the extens!ou or t1tne 

s lven in order bat a group ot eautern csp1tal13ts who 

ere n their way x:.ight have time, to reach the pasture, 

select ta orit tracts, allS p1ace their bids betore the 

closing date. he ex~ension or t1. - es ta1r to all con-

cern. d, however, end n.o attempts et violence were mad&. 

Some no w re en route to Lawton bad been delaved by recent 

· shouts on the rui lroeds. 'l'o these unfortunate ones. the 

octens!on s q~ite ely. 21 

19 !bid. -
20 Lewton Constitution, Deoember 9, 1906. 

e1 lb1 • -
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lvanized iron boxes ere used as receptacles tor tbe 

bids. fast s the,s~ . re :t'1ll d * they were prop rl 

sealed by 1 d e ·mitten. ''l'he first. on rilled oonta1 ed 

thl•ee thous nd separ tee velo es containing bida.22 

The date set for the oponin~ of th~ bids as December 

lS, 190th et 9.00 a. • srhen the appointed hour ca e, tin-

1ths co e f'o a d nd 1th the aid of their instrutients 

tore off the t ps 01' tbe iron boxes w1 no t .destroyi the 

seals. They e ptied to oontants, wbieh c nsisted '1,621 

envelopes, o the tloor ot the distriot courtroom. This 

st ck as approxi tel7 thre :reet e.t the e nt er and was 

spread out eight f et in dia ete~. • o. Elton of the 

md1an Depar . ent eame forward and shuttled t em with 

large pitehror 11 the pres nee or a large group or interes-

t d s eetstora. m e shutfl ng s done to prevent any 

poss!bility of the bids b 1ne opened 1n the orter reeeived. 23 

!ot until the !'irst bids were opened and read as tlle 

tr .. endous s be ore cfud e ~{h1 tten and his able aasia-

t rts re llz d. The bids e.re to e opened. and read aloud 

to the public. The number of the b d, the bidder, the 

tracts bid on, nd th e ount of the bid or ids w re re

~orded 1n duplicate book •24 

Don C. Carr of the tore op ed the t .irst bid, which 

22 !'bi • 

23 Shawnee Dsilv Herald, Dec her 19, 1906. 

2 
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was t t of Da iel s. 0a lup or l n. Hi envelope s 

ked 10. 6, 77 . tonroe .Harris or Duncan, Indian ..r.erritory, 

as the s :x thous nd nine hundred and fortieth man to deposit 

b1 bid nd the sec nd ~- n to have his bid opened . The 

lmt h bid on any one tract & ~.10 _25 

lsr st n er or bids reeol ed at the land offie& 

y e 1nd1 1~u l ere those belonging to Adel rench 

of o~le&te, Indian iorrit-Ory. She bid on 1820 different 

t.rae-ts. he pa~-0r upon h1eh h is ere plaoed ea.sure<! 

Nenty- 1g fest long, the bids bing written 1 a double 

oolumn. !lad thev been 1n si gle colut.nn as the ot r bids 

1ere, th paper wo ld hav s r~d titty- six feet. Her 

ids c ere l avail bl tracts except 710. Th re as no 

t_r ta on the reoordin? cler s s to who should have t.be 

honor of doinr.; the e~ordinrt. Her highest bid placed upon 

on t.r et s S60. '"'his 'W4fl only sixty dollars bove 

t e i i priee. 26 lt sass d th t t e lady .st ml 

re 8(.>!l...al le .ohanoe of be.in a rded ol 1 ... . 

o , nin . nd recording of , _ s went forward until 

stupen ou t sk s completed. rbe · ids sn-d t 'h 

acoo..rr1enyine; check were f'orwardeo. t o the Gener 1 · nd 

orr1c a ~ s ineton, where ~he ere tabule ed and reco en-

d tiona e to eeret ry H tchcook, vho de the a rds to 

tho succeusful bidders. ln oaee t · or more qual1t1ed. 

ily Her 11, Dt,otm: er 19, 1 ... 06. 

tl Oklab Farm ~es, Dees ber 2?, 1906 . --
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biddors ottered the aa e amount on ny one tract, the bid 

s aw rded to tho one ose bid was opened r!r&t.27 

~heodore B.. Best or roken Arrow, Indian Te :ritory, 

e the hi est bid on any one tract of th pasture lands. 

H ott'ered '1,376 tor a tract adjoining the p oposed town

ite at Randlett. Bo positive as he that he ould receive 

th tract that he 1 ediat ly began o 1.Jsprove it . 28 

'ore bidders gftve thoir addresses fro Oklahoma and 

Indien territories than f'ro any other one source. A large 

bulk was distributed through the East 11d the orth.. but 

p1· ctJ.O l.ly every section o the oountry was represented. 

1he fil1n {ma·ing entry) by success.ful bidders took 
m i'v-e 

pl ce in Lawton. ,tiss 1U.ene Jones of Temple, Oltlahoma, a 

l. o o mde mtr at the lan office 

»ebruary 19, 190'1. Sb& filed on he southeast quarter or 
action 19, 2 south, l2 est of the ndian er1d1 n. iraet 

tto • . 2 wa a rded to . .rtbur • · ilson of falters. Okleho 

H1 bid e 1550 tor the southwest quert.er. Section 22, 

4 south and 14 et at the Indian m.eridien.a9 

n average of thirty to thirty- rive ids was rece1Yed 

• 

tro each bidder, 1th an ag11tregste ot quarter or a 1111on 

separate bids. rom the 396,139.88 acres scheduled t-o be 

sold, 175.l.6 acres were withdrawn after eing soheduled.. On 

27 Decisions of Detar nt or_ the Interior, ,2_. cit., 
242-243. --

pril 20, 1907. 

2 Shawnee - 1lf Herald, ebruary 19, 1907 .. 
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6,357.34 acres no bids were received. Six hundred and 

th1rty-e1ght acres were not warded, apparently because 

bids ere too low; a,iea.05 acros could not be a arded be

oause the only bidders on thes t racts had received other 

a rds. Tho rer.,.a in!ng 380, ?90 a ores ·ere eold for ,015,'185 .B5 

or en ayer e or l0.54 per acre or 1686.40 per quartar

eot1on •• his eent approx1sr..ato1y one thousand two hundred 

dollars per ea.pit for the ... nd ~. na, , ho rece v d. th p-roce ds 

t-r .. t b sale. 30 

Six town.sites were selected int Biv. ~eature reoerve8 

by the govennn." t. The. ·er surve ~ into lot nnd blocks. 

:i.he over 

Sligh de 

-h e to 

ent orrered th ro-r sale by pub 1a auct1 n1 a 

rture fro ethode of ael.11 :;.> *; e pasture l nds. 31 

s1 e re not all sold tho aa tie in order 

t t bidders •.rt1t attends 1 5 t eaeh pl ce. 

dlett contain d rour hundred acre of land. It as 

n ed in honor ot Indian ~ent J es Ren.dlett. This e the 

:first le held, be inning r ,r l, 190'1. ?. e lot so1d 

brou ht 68,754 .. The pprsised value had be n ; 29,69c:t.32 

sh-1-t1. naced in honor ot t . old Cot:Jancho chief, 

contained 320 er s. This ·as the s cond sale held. Th 

lots ere ep raised et · 15,222. but upon r~ cl ta uiation 

at the a otion it was :round that 'the- had rought '~so, 01. 33 

30 Annual ~ epgrts. DeT;!lrtl?letlt gt_~ nteriora l O?, 
II, 113. 

31 St tutes ~ Lnrge. n"UV • pert l, 80. 

Department 2! ~ Interior, 2,2. cit., 114. 

33 I~1d. 



The lot sale tit Q;uana.ll c&ne third.~ be·einnii'1€ June 5, 

1907. 1:fh:i~ s!tce oor;:.tatned 320 .acres i1Sv!nfi an appraised 

value of ~lE,549. This auction proved disappointing, how

ever, as ordy :;10,252 was realized: from the sale.. '.F,1ve 

hundred and thirteen lots -were uneold .. 34, 

Isadore was named in honor of the gootl :ririest wh.o 

worked $0 faithfully er-{oug tl1e Indians. The .to:urth t.own-

site sale \\'liS held. here.. The appl"'Aiset'i value fflUt ~10,195, 

but the lots brou&ht only i'l, 93?' .. 35 

ohieftaiu.. Th1s site oon1.ained 320 aere:s o-t land. Th~ 

eale be:e..an here itune 23. 1907. The cpr,rraised ,~al"t.te or the 

lots was :;)7, 973, but the tott1l amount realized from the 

sale was only :J;5,, 751.'56 

F...oonkamchy, the la.st tovmsite. to be sol,d~ contained 

160 acres ot lfJnd.. Bea!d:es being th.0 s~llll<!St of the town

sit.es, .it 1~.roved tho ~,oet disappointing ot all tilt! sale$ .. 

Ite apprilised evaluation was ~4,152, but only i44g worth ot 
. . '3'1 lots w.a,s sold. 

54 lbitl. -
3!> Ibid .. 

3G !,-.,._.:1 
.. U...t.~'t e· -
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sites ere to o ror the benefit of the ·1owaa, Cor.anohes .. 

ny wer or the opinion tm t tbe ne 

should hav been expended toward the dovelo ent ot the 

towns., s. h d been done in the oaa of Lawton., Anadarko, 

nd Hobart hen lot had been sold there. 38 

bitter oontrovers1 &rose bet een the government and 

the o ers ot the . 1ch1ttl alls and 1ort.h estern ilroad 

over the railro d survey. e six towns1too bad b eon 1a1d 

out at random 1thout n previous understandin, w1th the 

railro d otticiels. After the sale of the lots tho .govern-

ent endoa ored to persuade the railroad to axe it survey 

throu . th government to a" '!'he ott1 ciala of tb.e company 

had plans or t eir own and made their survev ooordinely • 

... ey bad purch sed traeta or their own nd were establishing 

ilr ad town81tes. Th tQtm or Kell was established less 

tha t o iles a y t'ro i sll- 1-ti. 39 ho t o ere later 

2!.erged., rormin · the town of Grandfield . 

Tho ott1c1els ot the <lv&rn ent were aocusod ot raf't 

by selling towna!te lots re 1t ould be imposa!ble tor a 

town ro and <l velop without th benet!t or a railro d. 

I t as contended th t th t m.s t s were not advertised. s 

being renoved tro the proposed rail surv ·•40 

Th r '"1E.il disposition of the pasture lands found a few 

38 _ ... ;,;;.;;.;;t ... or_.. 1£?!! 1 <epub11can, 'If 15, 1907. 

:,9 !bid., - y 2"1 , l 90'1. 

bid. 
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:money :re:tundt'!'d and tbeL'l.selve& relieved of any furthe1" 

obli~tiQ:11.. The c.lt1t.,d' exeus:e o:t"fered '<'i1iW tbe.t ce:J."tsin 

tra:cts were :not as i;;ootf as tlie buyers had been lad to believe. 

Several 1~.ai~ted they aaie mist~kes ttnd put dowt1 the wrong 

n11mbers; therefore, tbe:; ~ id not reeed.ve the lands oii which 

the:, thought they f,mre bidtttng.41 

t.bo ~oney or to r(t!leve 'the buyer tro'!'rl :rut,1r1 ol}li.f.$atlo1-is .. 

Der.artn1e11t ottioi.~1ls .tratle it de:f'in.it1~ly clear ·thtlt they 

aequatnt h:l!:'!sel:f wl th the land befoi~e tlu., time to, place idt;l 

bids.42 

~tie sale ot thi.3 reeerve pfH!tlll"& lands ,:as u rou.sin€ 

aueeese e.s a whol,~.. The total.a reach'7d far beyond tbu 

t'ondest (rxpoete tiona ot everyone.. Those wt10 had been 

slceptical in. the be!tinn1ni; had notllln~ but praise to ofter 

now. lt may perhaps b& s.aid that Okl,ahom.a'1, sevel'lth and 

41,Lamon Oonstltution, Ma7 2th 190'1 .. 

42 .1Jeoi,sions of tllB ,:ocmar~er-4! 9f. tbf1 lnterlOl"i Of. 
cit .. , 46~1 .. -
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last openi 1 eked ·om.e or the color and gl or t at h 

ro 1led in pre d-n ope .. n s but non ot th oth rs had 

t with uch ho lo-he rte4 suo,cess and pproval the 

o enin ot the Bi g l·aat.ur la ds. 

rantz, t.h last terri tori l gov rnor or Okla ho 

de t is glowing report to the Depar · ent of' the Int r1or: 

In the ont s ich have transpired inee the 
o enin of thee land a ondertul cha..~ e hes t ken 
plao Th settlers lit ve taken up their renide ca 
on th fe.~ nd in the towns, d here a ven 

on th there au .nothin but the vin . grass 
of the pr ... rie and a tew scattered hards or cattle, 
thee re no comfort bli3hames, ta~ s planted t 
o ops nd owing towne. 

43 Annual Re;aorts g.t Department 2[. ~ Interior. 21!· 
_ill., II, 687. 
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