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HISTOAIGAL

ITHDIAYN SCHOOT

B k) 9 -+ T 2w - : N o~ . 2 4 x 5
"he 3eneca Indian Boardiags Schssl is loecated in tha
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SHUY &L

ghol s at Trandetto,
homa, oni o fov wmiles frow 3he Lorior of “igoouri aad
Kansas.
Or i{_, in }.:L:;r Ffound=24 a 3 satnnal A e e

onne school has, from the earliest days of its histor., bosa
devoted to educatving the American Indian. At present the
administratioa of the school comes under the jurisdiction
of the ipapuw Indian Ageacy at lami, Oklahoma, the count
seas o Ctbtaws Jounty.

e sehoosl ftselt dla set 1n a beautiiul surrounding

the forthills o the Czarks. It stands hizh on a

country Just north of the

SCreak" ruas bthrouzh the grovanis providl facilitiasn {ox
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160 acras Ton

i

the Governyiznt
1
Jyvandotie tribe.
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for the purchase of the

1. Letbter from Paul L. Fickinger, Associgte Director of
Zducation. Department of Interior, washington, 2. C.



This purchase wag

7 2

June 21, 1934

Anpropriation Act

The nregent capacity
sveraze attendance for the

survey taken in 1
children of school

was 354,

54 yuapaws, 41 dyandottes,

Feprias, and S iodocs. oAb

zroun had been enroiled in

modernized school is a far
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The two tribes wears

anthorized by an act of

In this group there were 117

31 Cttawas,

one time or
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investment of .zany thousands of dollar
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sJeneaecs

gerved vy ths

and

sald to have

Senecas, 80 Shawnees,
18 Hiamis, 10

another 297 of this

Seneca Indian 3School.
s gradually increased in

oi about sevenltly years and now represents
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e three teacher
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Jvandotte Iandimac

Cklahonma tecause of a fTouily

vegun fighting
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Advocate, Fay,

H.R. 6223.
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1967,



over the proposed wedling of a Wyandotte chief's daughter
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and s brave of the Seneca trike. The gstory is Lhat a

Hvandotte hiredl an assassin to kill the prospectivs
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sroom.  Jar betwoen the two tribes vnme tho onteooiz, Filihi-
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Tilter into the terrivory beforc tie CLlvil War, puaCe vias

established and the Indians were convertel to the Christian

religion. Although the two groups lived in peace, tradi-

tional ideas of this old cuarrel were kept alive and passed
,

o1 to the younger geaeration. Years afterwvard, whenever it

ned that a Jvandobie boy and a 3eneca oy werc pubt in

the sade nad at the "igslon® schsol they would fight until

5
a tencher separatad then and chanzged their beds.

Thirty years and more tefore Cklahoma became o siate,

Y. P £ PR P o~y e 1 - - by S I TS O R T
while the couairy vas gtill Indian Territory and dividead

LI - . » 3 < A8 P, T o ’ ERRAr-SRRaS - Y ia B oy TS i e
into many Indian iHations, "uaker misslionariszs wers active
in the aortheastern wart ol the sitnies 1a el is oW CLhinva

T z 3 g -
many hardghing «

Countv. Encounteriam

¥
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grave dange

for the sake of their religion. Iu

3,

which they brought amid hardshinp kore wmuch fruit. ITa Lhose

i
-

early days tefore the white trader, the bLootleg.er, and the

o. Ibid.

6, Ibid.



landgraitsr hag becsme s aumerous, the Indians were more

to She aegsage preached Lo them by the .uakers.

P

The nuakers Tivst began building schools in the Iadlan
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Territory about 180%. The (Ottaw: nation, within =n

3 J Y WU S S | P - -
of about twenty-Tive miles frown gl
schnool egiabklish:l by the ualers
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In 1872 the “uakers organised the Janecn Inlisn 4ciiood

4.

at Uyvandoiie and & school {or the “uapay

away. EBventually the Gttawa and Wapaw schosolg wee: ilp-
bandad and their students were sent to thsa Sernsca Indisn
Sehwool to recelve training.
All of these schools were "contract schools," organized
9
under the supervision and care of the Friends Church.
"he affairs of the scheonls were handled by a church commit-

Yoe--clothiiny, sunnlizg, and all materials necessary for

Le gehonl waros i the ¥ission Board of the

10
Priends Church in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

"hree buildings made up the first school at wyandotte.

W

They were a gchool house, a boarding housae, aud o

[¢
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in which were sbtorsl fond and clothlive AL Lhat LTi-e thaz

buillinzs were locabtzd just norsh of the La oand
aneath the hill on which the school now

7. Andrew Atchison, Superintenden Aeport to T. Tl Sooro,
United States Indian Ageat,

8. Paul L. Fickinger, op. cit.
9. Atchison, op. cit.
10. Friends ..issionary 3dvocate, fay, 1907.

1l. Cklahoms Indian School bogazine, Vol.II, Ho.d, p. 6.
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Ab firal the Senecas and other Indians sghowed a great

n

the offars of educastion which

Governmant. Thne influence of President Grant's vpsace

policy, however, combined with the practieal kindnecss of

PR = 2 omin Y P <4 7 FRY - - ] de P om0 e e ORI o .
the Friends, goon filled the gchool alt wondotte with nupiis.

The first superintendent and uatron, faron . Horaer

and Sarah Horner, were appointed June 1, 1872, Sefora %the

end of the first school year other ypositions had Laoosn al
Another teacher was hired and a cook, a laundrecs, aad school
farmer were added to the force of employees at the school.

Two years later two assistant farmers were employed but their

services were soon discontinued. °7ith the exception of the

PN

ition of ancllier %teacher, no further change was made in
14
neriogd ol fourteen years.

3
[ZRe R

school was kKaown as a contract

school, from 1872 to 1884, it had six superintendents.

These were, in orier of their successgion: (1) Aaron Horner;

e
f

(
(2) Jerry Fubbard; (3) alva H. Pearson; (4% Henry Thorundvke;
(5) Jacot Horner; and {6) Charles 7. ¥irk.
“hen the Federal Governmant took over ths suverviasion
of all church schools in Indian Territory in 1376, the
school for the first time coame undesr control of

16
ment,

12. Atchison, op. cit.
13. Ibid.
14. Ibid.
15. Ivid.

16. Cxlahoms Indisa School fagazine, op. cit. p. 6.
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Hovever, the ¥riends who were then in charge were retained

3

2ad otier federal

vere appointed. The school was

now & seneca, S-.a a1d Jyandotie Board 3chool, uader

Shae oif e United gtates Government and the
e Chureh. The Governusit Indian Ageancy wnieh exercised

control over the school was known as the uapaw Special

Aeancey. “his azency was subordinate to the Gsoge Asency

17
in Fansag.
In 1830, an Indian Agsncy 07 T oovs: riioges

g Ty - e e oy o y a s T3 e FR o ey o g P
benceas, Jyaadoties, Feovrias, Wiamis, Shewnoze, JTolsco,

. " Ee o U * P m T - | N . - < Fa B
ZReTed UJGQI@--”ak estnblishsad nesr the Sow 27 Seascn,

out the school program. H#Eventually this agency vags moved
to the scnovl at Jyvandotte and later to Miami, Oklshoma.
In 1880, the government took over still more of the

19
iocn of the school. Jome new bulldings were

gharbhel in 1001, The old buildin-s were moved from their
school now
hill, The girls!’

buildinzs, and

the horsge barn standing in 1923

buildines that wers moved foov

17. Atchicon, op. cit.

<)
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18, Cklahows Inlian 3chool Mazazine, ©
19. Ibid.

20. Ibia.
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In 1884, the government assuwed cowplete conirel of the

s

school. Dr. Charles Kirk resigned nis position as hewd of

ct

he gechool in the summer of 1884. This brought to an end

the list of supervisors of the "contract school." He wag
21
succeeded by william ZI. IHorris of Bloomingdale Indiana.

Dy 1891, the schoosl hnd bren in existence for goms

2

venre,  ring this time it hod been under the di-

ceetion of ailve superintendents. The growth of the schooel
had been gradval but steady, both from the standpoint of
students enrolled and the physicsl plant, A school build-

ing of three roous had teen completed in 1584, The school

ST O ST T 3 tha Tivat fone ~rad. oo Tier 30 L
nrogratl covarsad tndg L1rst Iour Zratid. ¥ LOVL, Lrers

In 1891, T. J. ¥oores, Unit:d Statzs Indiaan

that rezion, could report to his superiors ian vadhington

that the total numcer which had besn entirely dependent for

education upon the Boarding School during the previous
23
twenty years nuwmbered 600 or above. More than eighty

1 W0 whers between the a

1

ss of 5 and

(e

Slogounls resl and writs. 891z ssudents had equipped them-
selvyos witn thio cualificentions necessary fTor tezching in
the primary grades. A large nuwber of Indians, especially
the yvouns bovs, had baen fairly well qualified Tor the

’ o

managencnt of farm work.

s

2L. Abtchison, on. civ.
22. Ibigd

:.’) . Ib i(}‘.a



In 1897, the school was opened by action of the gov-
24
ernment to seven Indian tribes. These were the Shawnees,

4uapeavs, lodoes, Peorias, Otlawas, Senecas, and the

Fros 1350 to 1004, the Indian Agency for these seven

zabed at Seneca, Missouri, about seven
25

miles from the Wandotte school. In 1904, after the

itg hend, the agency

G

death of o

was moved to the Wyandotte school. The superistendant
of the agency wag nade of the school.
H. B, Durant was the fir to this wosition,.

-

Great mineral wealth wae discovoradl in 1813 on th

Juapaw lands. This wealth came from larze lead and ziac

mines which today constitute onc of ithe largsst of such

FPields in the world. The business of the agency was in-

creased so much as a result of this discovery that it be-

came necessary Lo move it from the school at Wyandotte to
27

Viiami, Oxlahoms, eighteen milss northwest. This made

necessary & chance in ths sdministration of the school,

2

qincs that Sine the superianteadent of the Indian Agency

X

has been in charss of thsz school at ¥Yyandotte but a prin-
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chbual charge of its aduministration.

5

By 1920, the nuater of children of ths vorloug trites

=

attenting the gchool had dwindlad to some
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L. Paul I.. Fickinger, on. cib.
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Indian 3chool lagazinz, loc. cii.
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Hany of the older gencration had gone out into ks worll oo

establish honum and wvere nov so closely locatbs
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Indian School. As result

©

of this practice most of the
Indian children were then being senit to the various public

schoosls 1a (tltawa Couably znd elsevheore in Oklahoma and the
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openad not only Yo the trives wilch 19 heldl gervel mrovigugly

Today the school might ke properly termed o "Jeni-
Regervation Boarding School." 3Sixty-five per cent of the
pupils come from oubtside the original jurisdiction of the oo
agency. The Cherokees are the principal tribe represented.

In 1935, there were 1625 Cherokees, 28 Senecas, O Juapaws,

S Uireadotbos, 1 Yodee, & Shawnee-Deleware, 1

o3

raadnstie-9ioux, 2 Shawaness, 5 Cresks, 3 3eneca-Shawmee,

5 FPeoring, 2 Cherokee-Deleware, & Aranahoes, and 2 Cayugas




CHAPTER II
LOUCATICTAL PHOGRAM FROE 1870 TO 1900

For some sevently years the Indlan school at Wyandotte
g bBeen carvying on a prlograxm of Indian education, almed
sriaurilsy ot improvin, . the cudtural Llife of the Indian
Tro She sbtandpoial of the whibe wan and of fering him more
f o chance to adjust hlwsell to a civilization which has
raniily taken the place of his own.

rar nas under=
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During this time the educations

gone an evolutiouary process vhich may bo diviisl into tvo

P K b W e S ey e P I, T B T T P
periods, each covering a nHerisd of slizhily wors

Thne first of thess ilmportout periocds in the school's
growth 1g the geried from 13860 to 1UUL2. Litbtle is kaowm

of this early period except what may be goinel {rom the
fow ramaining records and from first hand interviews with

those now alive who attended the school.

Abtendanee

0

e makers Tivst estetlished their school for

the Wrandottes and Senecas, they had some Aifficulty in
convineing the Indians that the school would e beneficial
to their sons and daughters in any way. The kindnsss of

g tr e T e gy P B oy am AT o 2 B Yy YTy 3 b
the Guakers, hovever, and cthe friendly policy of the United

3tates Government in offeringz them assistates zoun
many of their fears snd made them more recantive to cdu

tion.,



The growth of the school was slow but certain. ¢rigin-
ally it had beoen opened only for Senscas and Wyandottes and

a2t Tirsy only childran {rowm these trikes were allowed to

ffl

atberd. Yhen the fualk start=4 the school there

ware aboud tiirty studenis in altiendance. By 1882 fifty
1

ants were attendiung the school. Very few full-blood

Indian went to the school and the student body was drawn

largely from a mixed racisl group.

ayn) . gt = K K1 Aede e o IR R I A e iy
In 1889 the averaze daily atftendanc: for the el
0
[
M A P [ S o n - - B Y A U SN
59, The following year (L890) showsd an incroasse in
n ey A 4 T . s - At i Y iy e "
gnrollment, the average daily ationdan for thad yeur

was 69. In 1892 the envollment hod increasced to 130,

the average daily attendance for the year beins 110. A
year later, in 1893, there were 143 pupils enrolled and
the average daily attendance for the year was 117. Only

akout one-fourth of those attending were full-bloods.

ny of thsau showed no Indian feabtures or complexion.
in 1897 enroilment was iacreased when the school was

te thiraeg wore Indian tribes. These were the
3

Curriculun

The early uakers were aot bothorzd with Uhe cormlax

curriculuwn constructiocn no

1., Silas Dawson, student al Beanecsn Ind
to 1894 and now a residcut of ian!
cences, 1938, Herealter refer:
Reminiscences, 1930,

2. Atchison, op. cit.

5. Paul L. Fickinger, op. cit.



grades were recognized in the school until 1394

done was about the level of the fourth grade.
By 1882 the curriculum had increased in ils scope.

Students were studying reading, writing, arithmetic and

seogravhy. Those who attended the school at this time

&

remenizer parii thasis which was placed on
4

wrd work. At this time the

onedieacs, hov
genaol was i sessioa for o Len month period during the
year, The two vacabtion months were July and August.
“hen anot in school the students went home to hely on

farms.

more broadened.
reading, writing, arithmetic, Jeograrniyy, gnelliss:,
[~
5
sozie shop worke. Regular clazses i1 gowin, coolia,

laundering, housekesening, =2ud faraing wero
each week. A4 wecekly racitation in these subjecic s
conducied before the entire school during a period known
as the evening "study hour." Bach time the details were
changed co that tie sindsats would se akle to study and

a Giffereat kiad of work. THach subject was

arencse to its use in the howme life of the

tack of this prozram was to insure every
6
boy aad girl an all-round, practical cducntion.

las nason, eminiscencss, 1U38.
chigon, on. cit.
i
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The educational program in the early days was handi-
capped by language difficulties. Many of the students
spoke native languagess in their homes. When they came to
school they refused to drop their native languaze completely
and speak only in BEnglish. At one time school authorities
pagssed a rule forbidding the students to talk in the Indlian
languages. An attempt to enforce the rule failed, however.?
Some of the students came from homes where English was
spoken but the English which they brought from these homes
was "not always the purest,” and a great deal of toil was
needed to eliminate the natural mistakes a number of child-
ren had fallen into the habit of making in the use of Engli sh.

Handicapped though it may have been; the educational
vrogran early began to bear fruit in the lives of the stu-
dents. A letter written to Jeremiah Hubbard, first Quaker
missionary to the Indians, by one of his students gives
some idea that progress was made in the early days.

*"William Jackson Fish has kbeen a good boy while

you was gone. I mind all is here. I have to go

home Saturday. I come back in th#& evening. All
the children mind what they tell." 8

By 1890 the effects of the educational program were
clearly evident in the social life of the surrouanding
country.g The results of the education of the girls was
particularly noticable. Superintendent Atchison, head of

the school in-1891, went so far as to state that the

7. John Bland, student at Seneca Indian School from 1873
to 1881 and now a resident of Wyandotte, Oklahoma,
Reminiscences, 1938. Hereafter will be referred to as:
John Bland, Reminiscences, 1938.

8. Friends ¥issionary Advocate, May 1907.

9. Atchison, op. cit.
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education of a girl was worth "more to the cause of Indian
10

civilization than that of a boy." On every had could be

seen evidence of the education of the Indian women, in

the door yards, the houses, the dress, and even the manners
11

of the people.

So widespread had education become in the rezion of
the school by 1900 that fifteen per cent of ths Indian
families of the tribes served by the school had become

subscribers to newspapers and many of them had bezun to

collect libraries.

The School Plant

The early school of the Juakers was located on the
north side of the hill upon which the Wyandotte school is
now located. It was a three room building. Water was
secured for it from a large spring located nearby. A
student who attended the school from 1873 to 1878 reports
that during the time he was there the first laundry build-
ing was built and that he helped in its construction.12

New buildings, construction of which was besun aboutb
1890, were completed in ].892.1:5 They had been built on
top of the hill at the place where the school now standa.

This offered a more healthful location and added to the

10. Ibid.
11l. Ibid.
12, John Bland, Reminiscences, 1938.

15. T+ J. Moore, Report to the Commissioner of Indian
Afairs, 1892.
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attractiveness of the school. Completed, the new build-
ings offered accomodation for 130 pupils. Only the small
boys occupied quarters in the old schocl and they were
later removed to the hill.

By about 1900, there was a large boys' and small boys'
dormitory, a large girls' and small girls' dormitory,
and the gchool building in which classroom work was givan.14
There were other small buildings on the grounds, including
the farm buildings and a small store house. The building
for the girls had quarters for the superintendent at the
front. In this building was a children's kitchen and
dining room. Girls slept two in a bed and the dormitory
had facilities for from forty to fifty girls.

Furniture for the school in the early days included
atool chairs, long and short benches, and wooden bedsteads,
Students slept on straw or shuck mattresaes.ls

Farm land of 160 acres was allotted to the school
by the government after it took over control of the insti-
tution.16 The original grant was poor and without surface
water for stock. When the second Wyandotte allotment was
ordered some time later, the school gave up sixty acres of
prairie land farther from the school site for the same

amount of land adjoining the premises. Through this

14, Vrs. Mary Spencer, early student at Seneca Indian
School and later a teacher there, associated with the
school for 37 years, 1901-1938. Now a resident of
Wyandotte, Oklahoma. Hereafter will be referred to
as: Mrs. Mary Spencer, Reminiscences, 1938,

15. John Bland, Reminiscences, 1938,
16. Atchison, op. cit.
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addition, which is part of the school land today, ran a
large creek. Land on the banks of this creek furnished
the site for the erection of new buildings in 1890.

The farm was eventually to play an important part
in the life of the school, serving as an aid to vocational
instruection, In the ﬁntumn of 1890 two Indian neighbors
were allowed_to plant fifteen acres of wheat on the school
land on condition that they sow part of the land with
clover. This inciient turned the attention of the school
administrator to the advantages of an extensive farming
program at the school. Shortly afterwards a school garden
was turning out pumpkins, melons, potatoes, and various
other products which assisted in the economical operation
of the school and help to provide students with practical

17
work. By 1892 the farming program was well under way.

Food and Clothing

From the standpoint of the student, the food and
clothing worn at the school were, for the most part, not
satisfactory, at least if we are to believe those who report
the conditions at the school when they attended. It is an
interesting fact that most of those who recall their days
at the school from 1872 until about 1900 remember that
rations were of poor quality and limited quantity.

Students who attended the school from 1872 to 1878

were served cornbread, pork, a good deal of beef, soured

17. Atchison, op. cit.



17

lightbread, beans, and molasses. The diet was not varied
graatly.la Before the government took over the operation
of the school in 1884, the students received so little to
eat that they guite frequently ran gwqy.lg After the
change had been made they received better food, good beds,
and uniforms for Sunday wear.

For breakfast students were usually served boiled
beef, some lightbread with gravy, and some coffes or
"glop" as it was called. Dinner includel cornktread, beans,
gravy, and water, 3Supper quite frequently consisted of
the serviag of two tubs of lightbread and one tub of
molaasas.zo

Students who attended the school between 1592 and
1896 report that they were served beans and gravy, which
was a main event, and also cornbread, boiled beef, soured
lightbread, and dried fruit of various kinds. Such food
was appareantly not satisfaclory for children ran away and
went to the neighbors homes to beg for food. FPunishment
for this offense was being "whipped" or "locked up" and
two men were kept busy gathering up the children and re-
turning them to the school.

One student who attended the school after 1890
remembers that "food was scarce and of a voor quality.”

The children were required to say "Grace" before each

meal. This usually congisted of repeating the couplet:

18. John Bland, Reminiscences, 1938.
19, Silas Dawson, Reminiscences, 1938.
20, Ibid.
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"Bless this food of which we take, and save our souls
for Jesus sake." When the word "sake" was uttered "almost
everyone grabtbed for some dish of food near his plate to
get the first halping.al

On Sunday evening the students were lined up for the
evening meal. As they filed by the kitchen door they were
asked "with or without." This meant a slice of sour,
blue looking bread with molasses or just the plain bread.
A change in the usual routine is reported by one former
student:

One evening we were served one bun or biscuit.

Some girl with a sense of humor placed a tub against

our building and told us to throw at it., W¥e had some

fun and made a lot of noise. For our trouble we

were all sent to bed. 22

Before the government took over the school, the students
wore red overalls which were very ill fitting and slept in
"hickory shirts." The boys wore brogan shoes and none of
them wore any underwear.23 Poor fitting shoes probably
ruined many of the children's feet. Later, between 1890
and 1900, the ordinary school clothes were made of wool.
Heavy underwear was provided and two pairs of shoes, Girls
had uniforms of serge and flannel. Clothes were furnished

by the government.

21l. ¥rs. Alfred Pacheco, student at the Seneca Indian School
from 1890 to 1896, now a resident of Wyandottie, Oklahoma,
Reminiscences, 1938. Hereafter will be referrel %o as:
¥rs. Alfred Pacheco, Reminiscences, 1938.

22, Ibid.
253+ Silas Dawson, Reminiscences, 1l938.
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Health Program

For the most part students were healthy and vigorous.
Cutdoor exercise and plenty of sleep assisted in keeping
them in zood condition. When nature did not do its part
she was aided by castor oil given with the aid of a "huge,
iron, cooking apoon."24 An agency physician took care of
the children when they were ill.

Sometimes the school was swept by an epidemic such
as the epidemic of meagles which siruck the school in
1890=91, The disease was brought into the school by one
of the larger Seneca boys when he returned from his
Christmas vacation., About a hundred students camne in
promptly after the holidays and before the end of January
there were sixty pupils to treat and nurse in their beda.25

Those who came in later were soon added to the sick
list until more than seventy-five per cent of the student
body was in bed. It was impossible to do any class work
and it had to be abandoned for three weeks. All of the
employees of the school were detailed for such duties as
giving medicine, serving meals, and watching in sick rooms
day and night. This continued until the middle of February.

In many instances the measles were followed by other
diseases of the throat and lungs. Three of these cases
proved to be fatal. The parentis were not allowed to take

their children home while sick or while they were convalaacent

24, Mrs. Alfred Pacheco, Reminiscences, 1938,

25. Atchison, op. cit.
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and the school would not allow them to administer Indian
remedies in the sick room. This aroused much bitter
feeling toward the school among the parenta.26 It wasg the
second epidemic of measles in the school within a period
of ten years. The number of deaths were the same each
time.z7 During the time of the epidemic heroic service
was performed by the agency physician, Dr. J«. 8. Lindley,

who worked unceasingly to care for the children.

Religious Mxercises

Religious exercises in some form have played an
important pgrt in the school program since the day it
was founded. The most important religious exercise in
the early days before the governmeant took over control
of the school was the attendance at Sunday School and
Church was required. In those days the students attended
the yuaker Church, marching to the services in line,
sometimes while a student played the fife.28

After the govermment had taken over control of the
school students report that chapel was held every Sunday
night, at first by a Friends missionary and later by
Baptist and Kethndistg.zg After 1890, students were

assembled each Sunday evening in their dining room where

they sat on benches. This was called "collection."

26. Tbid.
27. Ibid.
28. S5ilas Dawson, Reminiscences, 1938.

29. lrs. Mary Spencer, Reminiscences, 1938.
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Here they listened to a talk by the Superinteandent, sang
hymns, and "reported" any wrong act which had been done
during the past week.ao For this act they were assigned
some task as punishment. Boys were frequently required

to split wood.
Outside Activities

Various outside activities were engaged in by the
students. Boys in the school spent much of their spare
time cutting wood. When new buildings were erected they
helped with the work. The grounds were cleaned and the
boys helped on the farm, raising hogs, taking care of the
cattle, and later farming the 1and.31 Quite frequently

they worked in the garden and helped with hauling wood.

Punishments

Punishments at the school were rather severe, viewed
from present day standards. When children at the school
ran away and were caught they were quite frequently whipped
and were made to cut five piles of wood.32 Small children
were made to stand with their hands over their head and
up against the wall. Later, although students were punished
sometimes by whipping, the authorities did not generally

approve of this and extra work was usually the assigned

punishment.

30. Mrs. Alfrz=d Pacheco, Reminiscences, 1938,
31l. John Bland, Reminiscences, 1938.
32. Silas Dawson, Reminiscences, 1938.
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Girls who had been disobedient were required to stand
with their hands over their heads for a certain period of

time and to write sentenc=s such as "I must obey." on the
slate 100 or more timea.33 One evening one of the girils
did not sing during "collection" and annoyed others near
her. ©&She was made to memorize all four verses in the
hymn that was being sung and then forced to sing it to

the superintendent in his office.

Amusements

Children at the school engaged in various sorts of
games in their spare time. One student reports that the
children quite frequently played "ton ball," a gane
much like baseball except that when a fly was caught the
side was retired. Another game was "three-cornered cat."
Various other games played were "run-she:p-run,"

"gtink base," " marbles,®" "drop-the-handkerchiesf," and
'ring-a.round-the-roay."34

Hunting was good pastime and the boys hunted coon,
oppossum, rabbits, deer, and other small game. Deer were
plentiful in those days, one boy counting thirty-two deer
passing the school in one day.

Sometimes students visited in the nearby town of
Uyandottes. "Playing sick" might almost come under the

head of amusements. All children who were ill were sent

33. ¥rs. Alfred Pacheco, Reminiscences, 1938.

34. 8Silas Dawson, Reminiscences, 1938.



to a nursery and quite frequently just for the "fua of iL*

they "played sick.™
7 35
Frequently trips were made to nearby places.

o

,..,
o

udent reporis one such trip taken to "Horse Shoe Lake"
located a few miles northwsst of Miami shortly after 1890,

ihrec wagon loads of voys and girls made the trip with

sees and three days were speat gathering
vecans and hickory nuts. At night the party slent

outdoors in tents.

3B. ¥rs. Alfred Pacheco, Reminiscencas
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CHAPTER III
EDUCAT IONAL PROGRAM SINCE 1900

From 1872 to 1900, the curriculum offered at the Seneca
Indian School at Wyandotte did not go beyond the fourth
grade. After 1900, there was an increasing demand that the
school offer instruction at a higher level but it was not
until about 1914 that common subjects and industrial train-
ing were raised to the level of the sixth grade.

By 1922, two more grades were added, raising the
instruction level to the eighth grade. Several more teach-
ers were employed. During this time the children of the
third grade and abtove went to school one=-half day and worked
a half day. The aim of the government has always bzen to
give the Indian children plenty of vocationalbtraininf.l
One more grade was added to the school in 1928, making it
possible for students to receive instructioan up to the
level of the ninth grade. At this time a three-fourth day
plan or "platoon system" was put into operation.

At the present time the school is run on a three-
quarter day plan. Under this arrangement students go to
school a day and stay out on detail the next half-day.

This is true of the upper grades only, the lower grades
remaining in school all day. This arrangement gives students
a chance to learn vocational work along with their academic

studies. During the half-day out, pupils have an opportunity

l. J. N. Kagey, Principal Seneca Indian School,
Reminiscences, 1938.



to do gymnasium work, domestic science work, shop work,
and study music.

The first course of study prepared for all Indian
schools appeared in 1915, This course, now partly in use
by the Seneca school, represents the aim of the educational
program even though its exact requirements have not teen
put into practice.

This program is devoted to industrial and vocational
instruction in those arts and sciences which are best
adapted to the needs of Indian children. It includes six
elementary grades which resemble those of fthe putlic school
in their essential requirements for academic worlk, a junior
vocational course for three grades and a senior vocational

course for higher grades. The course in detail is as

follows:
2
Outline of Course of Study
Primary Division
First Grade: liusic
General xercigeg----=---

(15 ¥Minutes) . Yanners of right conduct
Personal experience
and Observation
Nature Study

Conversational and Health
other oral exercises Activities of home
School and Community
English History
(70 Minutes) Picture 3Study
Reproduct ion
Reading Numbers, etc.
Spelling ¥emory work

2. Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Tentative Course of
study for the United States Indian Schools, pp. 16-24.
1915,
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Wwriting and Drawing (Alternate)
(20 Minutes)
Industrial Work
(60 Minutes)
Occupation study
(85 WMinutes)
Recreation
(90 Minutes)

Second Grade: Music
General Ixercises--
(15 Minutes) ¥anners of right conduct
Inglish Conversational and other
(70 Minutes)===-=-- Oral exercises.
Reading Expand on work
Spelling of First Grade
Health
History
Numbers Geography
(20 Minutes)
Writing and Drawing (Alternate)
(20 Minutes)
Sanitation
Industirial Work eeecccccacmacccmn i cccana Gardening
(60 Iinutes) Sewing
Occupation
(85 Minutes)
Recreation

(90 Minutes)
Third Grade: Music
General ®xercise-- Civies
Manners and right conduct

Continue work of

Grade Two
Health
Conversational and History
other oral exercises--- Geography
Gardening
Inglish ==-cee-ma- School Activities
(70 Minutes) Reading As games, indust-
Spelling rial work, etc.

Language (Written & Mechanics)
Arithmetic
(30 Minutes)
Wwriting and Drawing (Alternate)
(20 Minutes)
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Gardening
Repair Work
Sanitation
Industrial Work e-cecccwmccacccrcnccnna Sewing
Cooking
Housekeepingz
Occufation Work and study
(105 Minutes)
Recreation
(90 Vinutes)
Boarding Schools
First Grade: Assembly, once a week.

General Exercises----- lusic, once each week.
Manners and right conduct,
once each week.
Current events, once each week.

Conversational and other
oral exercises

History
Mpglish eccmccc e na Numbers
(70 Minutes) Nature Study

Reading and written exercises

#riting and Drawing (Alternate)
(20 ¥inutes)
Breathing ZExercises
(10 ¥inutes)
Industrial Work
(240 Minutes)
Physical Training
(60 Minutes)

Evening Hour--Little folks, fres play Adults miscellaneous
(60 Minutes) exercises

Meals, free time, extra detail

= (6 hours 15 minutes)

eep
(9 hours-10 hours for little folks)

Second Grade:
Assembly, once each week.
Music, once each week.
General Exercises ~e=-=--- llanners and right conduct,
(25 Minutes) once each week.
Current events, once each weeke.



Conversational and other
oral exercises

History
Health
Reading
Inglish e=eeecomcnaaa ~== Nature Study
(90 Minutes) Mechanics of language and
written exercises
Spelling
Arithmetic
20 Minutes)

writing and Drawing (Alternate)
(20 Minutes
Breathing Ixercises
(10 Minutes
Industrial Wor
(240 Minutes)
Physical Training
(60 Minutes)
Tvening Hour =-e--=---- == Little folks, fr-e play
(60 Minutes) Adults, miscellaneous exercises
Meals, free time, extra detail
(6 hours 15 Minutes)
Sleep
(9=10 hours for little folks)

Third Grade:

Assembly, once each waek.
Music, once each week.
Manners and right conduct
General Exercises~----- once each weeke.
(25 Minutes) Current events, once each week.
Civies, once each week

Conversational and other
oral exercises

History

Health

glish eeccccccman- ww-==- Reading
(60 Minutes) Geography

Mechanics of language and
written exercises

Spelling
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Arithmetic
(30 ¥inutes)
Writing and Drawing (Alternate)
(20 Minutes)
Breathing Exercises
(10 ¥inutes)
Industrial Work
(240 Minutes)
Phyaical Train%ng
(60 Minutes
Meals, free time, extra detail

(6 Hours 15 Minutes)
o8
-10 hours for the little folks)

PRE-VOCATIONWAL DIVISION
Boarding Schools

Fourth Grade:
Assembly, once each week.

Current events, once each week.
lusic, once each week
Fanners and right conduct,
once each week.
Civiecs, once each week.

General Ixercigsgge-=--w--
(25 Minutes)

Review work of previous

Conversational
and other oral
Mglish===-gxerciges-=--=--====--=

(60 Minutes) (Pive 20 Minute
lessons per week)

Reading-=-==-=-====
(Five 20 Minute

lessons per week)

Language
(fwo 20 Minute

Inglish
lessons per week)

(60 Minutes)

Spelling
(Three 20 Minute

lessons per week)

grades
Stories of travel
History
Personal experiences and
obgervation of pupils
Dramatization
Nature Study
Agriculture
Ganmes
Picture Study

Readers
Classics
History
Nature

Mechanics of Language
And Written Exercises



30

Arithmetic

(30 Minutes)
Geography 5 lessons per week
Physiology and Hygiene

(30 ¥inutes) 2 lessons per week

Writing and Drawing (Alternate)
(25 Minutes)
Breathing "xercises
(10 Minutes Instruction 30 Minutes

Industrial Workeeeeee=---
Production 210 Minutes

Competitive grour games two or
three times per week
Physical Training----- Military and gymnastic drills
two or three times per week

Study at least three nizhts each
weeks Literary and Debating
Evening HoUr=====w=u=-u Societies, Entertainments,
(60 Minutes) Religious Instruction Other

Nights
Meals, free time, extra detail
(6 Hours 15 Minutes)
Sleep
(9 Hours)

Fifth Grade:
Assembly, once each week
Current events, once each week
lusic, once each week
General 7Axerciseg==-=- lfanners and right conduct,
once each week

Conversational and

other exercisese--=w-- For outline see
(Five 20 Winute Fourth Grade
lessons per week)
Reading
Classics
Readinge=====ceceeec.a- History
Bnglishe====x (Five 20 ¥Minute Nature
(60 Minutes) lessons per week)
Language=--~-- Cem—————— ¥echanics of language
(Two 20 NMinut and written exercises

lessons per week) A great deal of the de-
velopment of mechanics
of Language to be taught
with oral exercise



Language
(Two 20

Minute
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Mechaniecs of Language
and written exercises
A great deal of the

-

lessons per week) Development of mechanics

Spelling

of language is to be
taught with oral exercises

(Three 20 Minute
lessons per week)

Arithmetic
(30 Minutes)
Geography
Physioclogy and Hygiene
(30 Minutes)

History

Drawing or Writing

Breathing Txercises
(10 Minutes)

Industrial Workee——=we--
(240 Minutes)

Physical Training----- -

Tvening HOUr-=e=weceva-
(60 Minutes)

S lessons per week
2 lessons D 'r week

3 lessons per week
2 lessons per week

Instruction, 30 Minutes
Production, 210 Minutes

Competitive group games
two or three times per week
Military and gymnastic drills,
two or three times per week

Study at least three nights a week
Literary and Debating Societies
Entertainments

Religious instruction Other nights

Meals, free time, extra detail
(6 Hours 15 Minutes)

Sleep
(9 Hours)

VOCATIONAL DIVISION

Boarding Schools

First Year:

General Mxercigsegs---=--
(25 Minutes)

Assembly, once each week
Husic, once each week

Current events, once each week
Penmanship, once each week
Civies, once each week
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Classics
Readinge=m=—ececeu-- Health
(25 Minutes) History
Graniar=———————— ---Mechanics of
(20 Minutes) Language
Composition
Inglighe=e-- -~ Spelling

(15 Minutes)

Vocational Arithmetic
(40 Minutes)

Industrial Geography, Agriculture and Botany
(30 Minutes

Breathi Bxercises
(10 Minutes)

Drafting, two hours per week
Instruction, one and one-half
Industrial Worke=-—e-a- - hours per week
(4 Hours) Application, twenty and one-half
hour per week

Competitive group games
two or three times per week
Physical Traininge---= Military and gymnastic drills
two or three times per week

study (60 Minutes)
Meals, free time, extra detail (6Hours 15 Winutes)

Sleep (9 Hours)

Second Year: Assembly once per week
Y¥usic once per week
Current events once per week
General Exerciseg----- Civics, once each week

(25 Minutes) Penmanship, once each week
Business papers, first term
Classics
Reading---==----  General Agriculture
(25 Minutes) History, second term
Inglishe=m=m- Health
(60 Minutes)
GI anmar —m——-——- - Wechanics of Language
(20 uinutes) Compogition
Spelling

(15 Minutes)



ORT.AHOMA
AGRICULTURAL @MCAANICAL OOLLES
LIBRARY

AUG 6
Vocational Arithmetic and Farm and Household Accounts 1940

(40 Minutes)
History, first term
S0ils and soil fertility, second term -~ (30 Minutes)
Breathing H&xercises =-- (10 Minutes)

Drafting, two hours per week
Instruction, one-half hour per week
Industrial Jorke------- Application, twenty and one-half
(4 Hours) Hour per week

Competitive group games
Physical Training------  two or three times per week
(60 Minutes) ¥ilitary and Gymnastic drills
two or three times per week

Study -- (60 Minutes)
Meals, free time, extra detail, (6 Hours 15 ¥inutes)
Sleep == (9 Hours)

Third Year:
Assembly, once per week
Music, once per week
General Bxercises-—m-w-- Current events, once per week
(25 Minutes) Civics, once per week
liiscellaneous, once per week

Classics
History of materials
Used in different

Readinge=~~=eeaa- Vocations
Health
History
Mnglisheeee- -
(60 Minutes) Written

¥Kechanics of Language
Compositione=====- Spelling

Gr ammar

Rhetoric

Farm and Household Physics, and Chemistry (Alternate)
(30 Minutes)

Breathing Exercises
(10 Minutes)

Drafting, two hours per week
Instruction, one and one-half hours
Industrial Work---- per week
(4 Hours) Application, twenty and
one-half hours per week



34

Competitive group games
two or three lessons per week
Physical Traininge—e=-- Filitary and Gymnastie drills
(60 Minutes) two or three lessons psr week

Study -- (60 Minutes)
Meals, free time, extra detail -~ (6Hours 15 Minutes)
Sleep =- (9 Hours)

Fourth Year:
Assembly, once each week
Music, once each week
General Exercis@e~----- (Current events, once each week
(25 Minutes) Civies, once each week
lMiiscellaneous, once each week

Study materiasls--History
of supply and demand
Readinge==-= Classics
History
Health

Inglishe=m==e- Written
(45 ¥inutes) lechanics of Language
Spelling
Composition Gr ammar
Rhetoric

Breathing Exercises == (10 Minutes)

Rural Fconomics, and Insects and Insecticidiess (Alternate)
(40 Minutes)

Field Crops and Plant Diseases (Alternate)
(45 Minutes)

Instructions, one and one-half
hours per week

Industrial Workee=w-a=-c-a Application, twenty-two and
one-half hours per week

Competitive group games

two or three lessons per week
Physical Traininge----=--<- lilitary and gymnastic drills

two or three lessons per week
study -- (60 Hinutes)
lMeals, free time, extra detail -- (6 Hours 15 Minutes)

Sleep =-- (9 Hours)
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Pre-vocational industrial instruction for the fourth,
fifth, and sixth grades includes agriculture, farming
carpentry, blacksmithing, engineering, masonry, painting,
and shoe and harness repairing for boys, and home training,
cooking, plain sewin;, laundering, and poultry raising
for the girls.

The vocational courses give advanced work in the
same subjects and plans to aid students in persuing an
occupation that will be profitable to them after leaving
school. Academic instruction is closely correlated with
vocational training. Non-essentials are eliminated from
advanced mathematics, science and technical studies. Modern
languages and classics are not even included.

In recent years, however, the course of study used
at Wyandotte, like that of many other indian schools has
tended toward the program used by other state schools.
The Indians are assisted in every way toward finding a

vocation but the program is yet in the progressive stage.

School Projects

Project work has been a leading method used in instruc=-
tion at the school and practical studies are worked out on
the project plan. An interesting cross section of the work
done along project lines is afforded by a gzlance of some

of the various projects in the sixth gradse.



Sixth grade students who are studying history have an
extra room in which they are allowed to work whenever they
have finished their working sheets. It is called a "Spare
Time Project" and the work done consists of writing or
drawing interesting scenes from history, modeling figures
and faces of historic characters, collecting interesting
articles from newspapers, or working on other ideas which
appeal to the student, Various types of contests are
conducted« Sides are usually chosen for five weeks periods
and the five students who make the highest grades during
that time get to choose sides for future contests.

Interesting projects have also been carried out in
spelling. A baseball spelling team has been frequently
organized. This team consists of five members, including
a pitcher and a catcher. Xach team chooses a name and then
a "Round Robin" tournament is carried out. Four bases are
provided and the student must go to all four of them before
his score will count. When a side has made three "outs" it
is retired and the other team "comes to bat." Students who
are not spelling have to keep track of all the words which
have been misspelled and then spell them at the end of the
period. Spelling matches are held nearly every Friday and
the period is looked forward to with a great deal of inter-
est on the part of the students.

In Arithmetic the contest idea is also carried out and
tests are held to see which section is the best. Frequently



these contests are trials of skill in addition, multiplica-
tion, and subtraction at the boards but generally the
contest is continuous and scores are given according to
the daily grade average.

Interesting projects are also conducted in ZEnglish.
One group built a post office in the Bnglish room in order
to write "home letters" and mail them. The instructor put

an envelop in the students' box and asked them to address
the envelop and put letters in the post office. Frequently

magazines and papers were put in the box. =English papers
were "mailed" to the teacher so she could find them e=sily.
The post office was built of old tablet backs and located

on four vacant shelves in the school librory.
Industrial Work

Shop work for the boys at Seneca Indian School begins
with the sixth grade. During the first year the student
becomes acquainted with the various tools and their use.

NHotebooks are kept and drawings and working parts of the
tools are studied. The students are taken into the shop

proper and allowed to identify the tools. Actual work is
done with the simpler tools and the boys take care of
necessary repair work around the school, fixing such things
as faucets, doors, windows, and other parts of the building
which need attention but do not require a great deal of

skilled work.

In the seventh grade the work done consists of gardening.

TWach student joins in the work. Usually students are ziven
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a plot of a hundred square yards and raise onions, beans,
corn, radishes, mustard, and other common garden products.
Prizes are awarded for the best gardens. Food raised in
this projeet is put on the school tables to eat.

In the eighth grade the students are taught to handle
the machinery of the shop, using such machines as the electric
saw, electric planes, and electric drills. Work is done
on various individual projects and the boys make such articles
as cedar chests, desks, stands, tables, magazine racks,
and household aids. At the end of the year an auction is
held at the school and some of these vprojeets are sold,

Ninth grade work is similiar to the work carried on
in the eighth grade. Students sometines are assizgned to
special jobs and job sheets are given to their employees

to fill out.
Agricultural Projects

A number of agricultural projects have been carried
out at the school. The school dairy consists of about thirty
purebred Holstein cattle. This herd furnishes enough milk
for the school children to get a quart of milk a day besides
that which is used in cooking. Calves are butchered or
raised, depending upon the needs of the school. Cows are
milked every morning at five and every evening at the same
time. Boys help take care of the stock, manage the feeding,
and frequently check on the accounts which are kept con-

cerning their cost. Boys are allowed to work on the dairy
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detail five weeks or longer if they want to learn more
about caring for it.

Hog raising is another project which has been carried
out effectivelvy. Both boys and girls help care for the
hogs, sometimes on shares. In this fashion they are
encouraged in starting a herd for themselves. Hozs raised
by the students are enteresd at fairs held in nearby towns
and some are butchered during the school ye=ar,

A poultry raising project also has been carried out
at the school. About 2,000 Leghorn chickens are kept on
the farm. Bach spring the school purchases about 1500
baby chicks from a nearby chicken hatchery. Both girls
and boys take part in caring for the chickens and any boy
who is interested in poultry can have 100 chicks to raise.
If he manages to raise a certain per cent of these he is
allowed to take a numb:r of the flock home with him to
start his own flock.

This project is carefully planned and both boys and
girls take part in handling the expenses of feed and
determining the profits, as well as taking care of the
chickens. The large flock furnishes an average of forty
dozen eggs a day for the school which is enough to furnish
the children an egg for breakfast, as well as providing,
at the same time, for all the egzs negessary for cooking

in the kitchen.



Homemaking

One of the most important courses offerad in the
school is Homemaking. This study, open to the fifth,
sixth, seventh, eighth, and ninth grades, includes a
varied assortment of work. 3ome of the units covered,
advanced according to the grade, are: fools and anutri-
tionj; clothing and textiles; home furnishing; home nurs-
inz; child care; dairy work; poultry raising; and hog
raising.

The aim of the department is to train each girl to
think for herself and to instruct the children in the
things that will be most practical to them and the
community in which they may live.

In the sixth grade, girls are taught the principles
of hygiene and sanitation and the simple sewing process.
An attempt is made to instill an appreciation of art in
every day life and a study is made of the craft work that
can be done at home and sold for a profit.

In the seventh grade emphasis is placed on nutrition
and the foods that each school girl should have. Breaak-
fasts and school lunches are prepared.

In the eighth grade more euphasis is placed on nutri-
tion from the standpoint of body needs. Food preservalbion
and the methods used are studied. Preparation and serving
of foods on the meal plan basis is practiced. Some time is
devoted to a study of child care and home nursing. Clothing
and textile study is also included and various kind of

dresses are made.
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In the ninth grade, emphasis is placed on food and
ts uses with reference to practical methods of serving
the family. Training is given in the planning and serving
of meals for various guestis., Dairy work is offered to
those interested and home management and family relation-
ships are also studied. A good deal of attention is given
to the study of house ecare from the standpoint of equipnent
and sanitation. Clothing and textile study is continued.
Students learn to work out clothing budgets anl make
clothes for various occasions, frequently making their
graduation dresses.

A homemaking class for ninth grade boys is offered
as an evening class. This course takes up the study of
such important items as health, food selection and pre-
paration, social customs, the family budget, and the boy's
relation to his family. Bach year the boys prepare and
serve a guest dinner, usually in honor of George Washington's
tirthday, at which employees and girls of the school are
their guests.

Many dinners and special occasions afford a chance
for the students to put to practical use their knowled:e

gained in the Homemaking studies.

Physical Education
A well worked out physical education program is now
being carried out in the school. In the early grades this

program consists of taking part in games and stunts. In



42

the upper grades, students are afforded an opportunity to
take part in folk dances, wand drills, and Indian club
drills. Drills and dances make up a part of the annual
NMay-day program which is presented each year.

Sports engaged in at the school consist of foothall,
basketball, baseball, and track. Football begins with the
opening of the first semester of school and continues until
Thanksgiving. The football team, although it is a junior
high team and is forced to play senior high schools for
competition, gets much training, and despite their size
the boys offer their bigger opponents stiff competition.
Almost every ninth grade boy takes part in football.

Basketball begins in December and lasts until about
the last of March. At the opening of the season a "Round
Robin" tournament is held to determine some of the best
players in school. Basketball has been played in the
school since 1914 and many fine teams have been produced.

Following the basketball season comes the baseball
and track season. It is possible for boys and girls to
zgo out for Lolth of These events as they are so arranged
that they do not conflict on the schedule. On the first
of Way an Athletic Field Meet is held at which time all
sorts of sports are open to competition. The school has
won many trophies and pennants for its work in the various
athletic games and is well known for the clean sportsman-

ship demonstrated by its athletes.
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Music Work

Music work begins early at the Wyandotte school.

The first and second grade pupils have a Rhythm Band which
contributes many numbers to the school programs. The
purpose served by this band is to develop the instinctive
senge of rhythm and to uncover any talent which the child
nay appear to have along musical lines. The work done in
the Rhythm Band also affords a sound basis for later
musical training.

Another project of the music department of the school
is a harmonica band. Work of this group included students
from the fifth to the higher grades. =Experience gained
in this work has helped students with time and pitech and
frequently creates a desire to play othesr musiczl instruments.

Music appreciation course work is offered to the
upper grades. History of composers and compositions are
studied and students engage in such work as the study of
instruments of the orchestra. Phonograph records are used
to familiarize them with the compositions of the various
composers.

Cne interesting contest sometimes held in connection
with music appreciation is a contest to see whether
seventh, eighth, or ninth grade pupils could recognize
more names and composers of records chosen for the part-
icular contest. In a preliminary contest the two from

each grade scoring the highest are chosen for the final fest.
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One contest for the entire school is held at the mid-term
and another at the end of the school year. A prize is
given to the final winner.

Members of koth the boys and girls glee clubs are
chosen from the upper grades. Practice is held regularly
three times a week. Preparation for special prograus,
however, requires more work.

Bach year, usually in February, a musical program is
given with glee club and mixed chorus, rhythm band, and
piano students taking part. On several occasions musical
farce comedies have been presented. The music groups also

take part in a Christmas program.

Student Organizations

Various clubs and student organizations have been
sponsored at the Seneca school. BSome of these are the
Student Council, the Hobby Club, the Chrisgtian Pathway
Club, the Home HEconomics Clubk, and the Boy and Girl
Scout organizations.

All students who have attended the school seem to be
interested in the Student Council. The first council
group was organized in 1931. The plan for the council
provides for the representation of the students in all
matters concerning the school or dormitories. Sponsors
of the organization are the girls' adviser, the hoys'

adviser, the Boy Scout leader and the superintendent of
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the school. The president of the Student Council is
chosen from the highest grade.

The council is organized at the first of each year.
It consists of the presidents of the classes (with the
exception of the first four grades) and a secretary who
receives her position by election., Two extra members
are chosen from the ninth grade.

students who have reached the sixth grade are eligible
for membership in the Hobby Club in which the students
devote their time to work on "spare time" projects. Nem-
bers choose their hobby from such varied activities as
writing stories, writing songs, drawing, cartooninz, and
writing poems. The club holds regular meetin:s at which
the members discuss various projects.

The Christian Pathway Club is a group organized by a
missionary who comes to the school twice a week. This
club is open only to girls and has about twenty members.
Lessong are prepared for meetings and members sing songs,
read passages from the Bikle, and enjoy a social gathering
each Thursday evening.

The Boy Scout group at the school was organized in
1929 and has been very successful. Meetings are held
Tuesday evenings from eight until nine o'clock. All of
the various programs of scouting are carried on and the
boys then play games. Frequently the group goes on hikes

and take part in the celebration of national holidays.
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The boys also perform such police duties as taking care
of the sidelines at football games and taking up tickets.

Girl Scouts are also active. lleetings are held
regularly and a regular scout program is carried out
including first aid programs. There are four patrols at
the school. These are the Cardinal, the Robin, the Bob
White, and the Lone Hagle. Frequent hikes and sunrise
breakfasts are part of the program carried on.

The Home FHconomicg Clubk meets regularly thrae
Tuesday evenings out of each month during the school year.
About nineteen members usually attend. This club sponsors
many worthwhile programs and quite a few parties. Neetings

are usually devoted to the preparation of such prograus.
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CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

A study of the educational program of the Indian
tribes represented at the Seneca Indian School at Wyandotte
during the past seventy years reveals a steady, forward
moving, evolutionary process, taking place in the educa-
tional program of the institution.

A comparison of the present day curriculum and early
day curriculum of the school reveals that much progre=ss
has been made, not only from the standpoint of the objec-
tives behind the educational program but in the administra-
tion of the program itself.

The old idea of giving the student the "essentials"
of a formal education and nothing else has to a great
extent disappeared. Vocational instruction has been added
to the curriculum and the student is offered practical
application in some vocational line which will offer him
a chance to become a useful unit of society. At the same
time the purely cultural background, essential to a well
rounded education, has not been forgotten. The educational
process has been centered around the child instead of
forcing the child to center himself around the educational
process.

It would be impossible to attempt to determine with
any degree of accuracy the effect which the Wyandotte
school has had upon the cultural and social life of

Northeastern Cklghoma. Some of the obvious effects in
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the lives of the students have been discussed in preceeding
chapters. The more subtle effects of the school upon the
life of the students cannot be accurately determined.
There can be no doubt, however, that the school has exerted
an increasingly beneficial effect on the Indian trites
which have been in attendance.

If the progress is continued, and there ssens to be
every indication at the present time that it will, the
school should do more and more to train the Indian so that

he may take his rightful place as a functionary and

contributory member of society.
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