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CII I 

HI :TT' Oil IC 

extr2r1D northeast c 01·na:e ottc, () :1-

homa, on:~_ a f J_: 

Kansas. 

Originally founded aa a s f.J 

leers and L:i.:t; e:c taken ove:c 

-t}10 school has, from t11e earlier:t dtiy·s of its histor 
' 

t; c; e .. :1 

devoted to edacating -~he American Indian. At present the 

adluinistratio:1 o:f the sch)ol coFi.es under the jurisdiction 

Ind.ia:1 ency at ::,'.ia..rd, Okl2.h01r,a, tt;e county 

in a beautiful surrounding 

a Ozarks. It standG high on a 

i~ the country just no~th of the tozn of 

. !~ran,:.lo t t ,2. 

ls proviii~ fac i~i2~ i)T 

could be 

However, the sma of Jl0,000 vas paid 
l 

for the purchase of the land from the Jyandotte tribe. ______ , ____________ ------ ---- -------
1. Letter from Paul L. Fickinger, Associate Director of 

~;}:iucation. Jepart:m.ent of Interior, ifashington, :;J. C. 



This purchase w::is authorized by an ti..ct of C0113re, 2, on 

June 21, 1D34 and funds Trere J)rovideJ_ un'.t::r R)1 Int e:cio:r 
2 

A:p:propriation Act. for tl:u1 fiscal ye·,y af l:'.l3,-3. 

2 

The present capacity of the sGh,:nl io :2sc d:u'.J.a1ts. 
3 

\vera.ge attendance for ths :rc'.:,.:r. 1 J3?-38 vr·.::s 256. A 

ourvey taken in 1932 shovred that the 11:x.,1.b:n~ of In:'LL::m 

children of school a0 e in the area served by ·the school 

was 354. In this group there were 117 Senecas, 80 Shavmees, 

54 iuapa.ws, 41 'I/yandottes, 31 Ottawas, 18 Miamis, 10 

r:eorias, ami i.S Lodocs. At one time or another 297 of this 

;:;ro~,;, had been e~u'ollod in th.;1 :3eneca Indian Sc}10ol. 

':he scho,'.Jl :;::1l;:mt it, self h'.1S gradually increased in 

;3i'&e over a period of about seventy years and now represents 

an investiJ1ent of ,G.any thousanis of dollars. The present 

mod.o:cnized. school is a far cry from the thJ::ee teacher 

school of 138(~. Today the school r egulr:,,rly G:',T,: 1loyf~ a 

staf:t of clev,m instructo:;'.'a. 

:::arly Hi st ox·y 

Legend :i10..s it that the Seneca and ~'lyan1ottc I:1:l.ir.,-:1;: 

first ca.me to :;.Jortheast Oklaho:ma because of a frudly 
4 

quarrel. The two tribes v1ere said to have begun fighting 

2. Seventy-fourth Congress, H.R. 6223. 

J. ?aul L. gickingcr, op. cit. 
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oii-er the proposed. \'led.ding of a ~tyandotte chief's daughter 

a.na. a. brave of the ;-;eneca tribe. 'rhe story is th;?.t a 

':Jyando-t t e hireJ an assassin to kill tl-::.e r,:cosrecrt i ve:: bri1c-

ing as a result of tha quarrel J.r·ovB t>,o -,~'R,1:1ott~s to 

filter into the te~ .. ·ritor..i befoi'G -t;ic Civil ·;ar, _pt)':.Ce ;;r_1.,::, 

established a:1d the Indians we:ce convei~te:.:l to the Christian 

religion. Although the two groups lived in peace, tradi~ 

tiona.l ideas of this old q_uarrel were kept alive and passed 

on to the yo;,m0 e.i:· generation. Years aftcrwartl, ·v1henever it 

11:1p1.Je::1ed that n 1Yanciotte boy and a ;3eneca boy wero put in 

the s3),le 't2r;d at t>Je "t;.ission 11 school they would fight until 
5 

a terteher separat-::d the,n and chru1ged their beds. 

Thirty years anc.l more before Oklahoma beca;ra.e a sto,te, 

·while the couatry -;;,as still Indian 'ferritory "IXl'.l divided 

in the northe::i.stern Tiart; of the stn.i.:;c~ -L1 ,:i,;.,:~ in '10'-" Ctt:1.v-13 
6 

County. 

v1hich they brought amid hardship bore much fruit. L1 tl1o~;;;e 

early days before the white trader, the bootleg;..,;;er, and the 

3. Ibid. 

6. Ibid. 
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le,,1:igra.ft ;e;1~ has 1: ec1.)me so nu:E1erous, the Indians were more 

::?he q,uake:rs first began building schools in the Indian 

TerritorJ about 18G<J. The Ottawz:~. nation, within a. d.ist.:3,nce 

of about twenty-fiv3 miles frm;, ,:1yanlot';c 11 hnd a t:oai:·lin::; 
? 

school eotablish:·.1 by th8 ;.u,)):c1.'r::; 1:1,bott.t l'.3?0. 

In 1872 the :'\,ua.karo ore;aniz.ecl thG ',~nccn. I nl i::1.'1 q.:::i10'.)l 

at 'Jyandotte an:1 a school fo:,:· the ·:.uapal: n'1.tion a. '.t,?<'-7 -,il::s 

banded and their students v1ei~e sent to the Seneca Inii:in 
8 

School to receive training. 

All of these schools were "contra.ct schools,n organized 
9 

under tha supe:cvision and care of the ]'riends Church. 

l1 he a.ffai:cs of tirn schools were handled by a church cor~':Illit-

t~a school ver2 suptliy by the Yission Board of the 
10 

:21 riend.s Church in :Philadelphia,. l>ennaylvania~ 

'.2hree buildings male up the first school at \''.iyandotte. 

'I'hey were a school house, a boarding h0Ess1i! A,~1d a fl cori:1.:.::issaryH 

beneath the hill or1 which the school no.: st':l,,1ds. 

-----·---- --------··-·-'---·---·-·----·--· -·---·······------·-
7. Andrew Atchison, 3uperinter1dent's .zlel)ort to 'r. :r. Yn:_rrc, 

United States Indian Agent, 1891. 

8. Paul L. Fickinger, op. cit. 

9. Atchison, op. cit. 

10. Friends ~.::issiona.ry \dvocate, }(ay, 190?. 

11. Ckl:1110~1:o:. Indian '.~:;chool l'.t.'.1.gazine, Vol.II, No.3, 'P• 6. 
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At first. the Senecas and other Indians showed a great 

d :1al of reluc ta.nee to accept the offers of education whi.ch 

i:1ere En:ten,iad by both the Church a,,'ld the United States 

Government. The influence of President Grant's :peace 

policy, however, combined vrith the practical kindness of 
12 

the Friends, soon fille,i the school at 1:Yyant.lotte with pupils. 

The first superintend.ei1t an·l matron, i\.aron C. Hor-:1. er 
13 

and Sarah Horner, v1ere appointed June 1, 1872. '...1efor,3 ';;he 

end of the first school year other positions had bt:;en aJ.,.t3d. 

Another teacher was hired and a cook, a. laundre:;s, and school 

far.mer were added to the f oroe of e:m:ployees at the school. 

Two years later two assistant farmers were employed but their 

services were soon discontinued. With the exception of the 

a.J.dition of another te:::Lcher, no fur·ther change wi:ts :made in 
14 

the corps of ~mployaes for a period oi' fourteen yea.rs. 

:)uring tl1c time thr,.t the school. was known as a contract 

school, fro:m 1872 to 1884, it had. six superintendents. 

These were, in or ler of their succession: (1) Aaron Horner; 

(2) Jerry Hubbard; (3) Alva. H. Pearson; (4) Henry Thorndyke; 
15 

(5) J"acob Horner; and (6) Charles '7. IUrk. 

fJhen the Feder·al Govcrnm,s-nt too}~ over the supervision 

of all church schools in Indian Territory in 1176, the 

school for th-a f i:cst time C8.,I:'.1.e unde.r· control of t1:lo govern-
16 

ment. 

12. At chi son, op. ei t. 

13. Ibid. 

14. Ibid. 

l5. Ibid. 

16. c:dahom;:,, IndL1.::1 School :rat;azine, op. cit. P• 6. 
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However, the Friends who were then in charge were retained 

,.:md otl1er federal employees v:e1~e appointed.· The school was 

now 0.. Jeneca, :J'. ;m,vne0, a:1d }Jyandot to Board 3chool, under 

:r:c L~,:1.:.s Church. '.=the Gover:1i:!.e lt Indian .\gcmcy which exercised 

control ovi'.:r the school was known as the :iuapaw Special 

Agency. ?his agency 'iI.:ts suborclinat e to the Osn.ge Ag ency 
17 

in Kannan. 

and ,~uri:pa?'Is--v1an est;-,J:.:li shrad neg:r t~hG ta,.·: of' :32,1,::c:.::., 
13 

:;issouri. Agents for this o::.'f'ice 'i:e:.'·J usuc11·;..y arn\7 ·:::;·'.1. 

They directed. i;he part talrn11 cy i~he govern~D.ent ii-:. co,::.'}:Ji 1.'-; 

out the school :progrrun, Ev"entually this age:1ey \Jas moved 

to the school at ';'lyandott e and later to :M:iarai, Oklahoma.. 

In 1880, the government took over st ill more of the 
. 19 

n.d.Llinist1'L:.t ion of the school. Some new buildin(:;s were 

stanle to th? present site on top of the hill. The girls' 

buildi:11:;, parto of the large and small boys' buildings, and 

the horse tarn standing in 19·,3 were a f ?.J of the original 

17. Atchison, o:p. cit. 

19. Ibid. 

20. Ibid. 



? 

In 1884, the govermnent assuwod cwiwl e co~t~ol the 

school. Dr. Charles Kirk resign(~d his positio,1 c1s ,.d. of 

the school in the smI1.u1er of 1884. This brought to an and 

the list of supervisorra of the Hcontract school. 11 Re was 
21 

\Jillia.rn :rz. 1:Io.cris of Bloomingdale Indiana. 

1891, the scho~1l b .en in existence for some 

it had been under the di-

stu:lcnt,::; en:rollocl and the physic·1l plant. 1\ irnhool build-

ing of' th:c 3e ro ma:::; he.d b ecn c or1pL~t in 1 :1. 

tho fi::::-st fotff 

B7ere cmployad at t1H3 school th:·ce t 

In 1891, T. J. ]Io ore, Unit 

that. region, could repo,ct to his . . 
SU}) er l 02 G 1i1 

that the total nun1ber which h;;,,d be.::m entirely dependunt for 

education upon the Boarding School during the previous 
23 

twenty y0ars numbered 600 or above. More than eighty 

per cemt of this g1·ouv who where betweec:i tlie n,ges of 5 and 

,_;,,,, cou.l:'.~ re'Ll and 11:citc. ~3ix students hacl equipIH?d them-

er of Indians, especially 

the yo;_,1:1:_;; boys, h::i.d bGen fairly 17ell <1uali:fi 

21. Atchison, on. cit. 

Ibid. 

IbLL. 
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In 1897, the school 1.;1a.s opened by action of the gov-
2,1 

ernment to seven Indian tribC:~s. These were the Shawnees, 

,.,;,u:a,p;,;,;,,s, Tocloc s, l'eorias, Otcavras, Senecas, and the 

Fro~ 1880 to 1904 9 Indian Agency for these seven 

t:ti:1:00 had L:,.:C'.t 1oc:at. at ;3eneca, ]dssouri, about seven 
25 

1niles :frorn the a.ndotte school. In 1904, after the 

death of :ra,jo1· DoanG, ·who \7ac thtn1 its hc,2d, tJ1e ency 
26 

Yias :moved to the ·.'l;irandott e school. The 

of the agency- 17':~s I::ad.e the 

H. B. Durant was the first nan 

mines v1hich today constitute ono of the L11\:.~est of s;J 

f i eld.f:1 in the world. The business of the agency uas in-

creased so LIUch as a result of this discovery that it be-

cc::;,me necessary to move it from the school at Wye.ndott e to 
27 

I<ial:li, Oklahoma, eighteen miL:is northwest. ?his made 

r1 ec es c1t1.r~ ~/ a c e in t e,clninistrr1tion of the school. 

e erintendcm(; of the Indian .Agency 

has b2Gn i•.'l cha:cGe of the school at 'J/yandotte but a prin-

cipal hn,s actuaJ. charge of its a,irninistra tion. 

Ey 19~~0, tho mv·1ber of chil ft,1 of ths v:},rio;).G trites 

attenting the school dwindl 

24. Paul L. Fickinger, op. cit. 

25. Okl2J:10H,!), Indian 3ehool I:Iagazine, loc. cit. 

26. Ibid. 

2?. Ibict~ 



r:any of the older g(;nere,tion hatl gone out into :>r:.3 \;;orlJ to 

establish ho:mas and 17ere not so closely locute,i near the 

Indian School. As a result of this pra.c tice most of the 

Indian children were then being sent to the various public 

schools L1 ottaw11.. Cou(1ty and elaevihere in Oklahoma and the 

s:.1r:com1.-1.in~:;; sta t;)r;. 3o serio11-s i;ras the problem arising from 

th:i.s practice tha-: f o'f: a time the Indian Office considered 

closinc ~he school entirely. I\ir • O. K. Clia.ndl er, a 

Cherokee Indian, who rms then i3up:Jrintendent of the {1uapav1 

Agency, asked tho govarnment to m.ake an investig.•:,,tion. of 

hor:.1a. He recorr1men:l0cl that the ocho ol \J:J :i.·,,yt.9,in -~: 1 ,J.,1:l b c 

but to the Indian children of all trite:s. 51 0J.lo :i··1;; the 

investigation the school v:n.s opensd to the ,;r-~rious t.rib0s. 

Today the school migh:t b~ _properly termed, l'.. 11 ;le~D.i-

Reservation Boa1·ding School." Sixty-five :p8r cent of the 

pupils come from. outside the original jurisdiction of the 
29 

agency. The Cherokees are the principal tribe represented. 

In 1935, there vmra 163 Cherokees, 28 Senecas, 5 Q,uapavrs, 

·1:;·avlott.e-Sioux, 2'l Shawnees, 3 Creeks, 3 Seneca-Shawnee, 

in the student body. 
, ___ -------·----

23. Ibid. 

29. Ibid. 
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CIIAPTJITH l I 

EDUCA'l'IOJ:TAL PHOGRASI FROE 1870 TO 1900 

Fo:c some seventy yea.cs the Indian school at "\1ya.ndotte 

of Indian education, aime,1 

e cultu1·9,l lif a of the Indir,n 

t G J:Jl:ttl and off er ing him. more 

of a. ch,::i.nco ~o ad.just hlx.,:1self to a civilization which has 

rapiHy t,:drnn t.he ])lace of hif:'.5 own. 

::Jtu·ing this tin1e the educational p:c 

gone an evolut ioru.1ry oesss 'i<'hich d.i Vi J 

periois, each covering a per1oct 

thir 

The first of theas in 

growth is the period frorn 1869 to 1 

of this early period except what may ba in :C :r_•oL1 tllG 

f aw' reruaining r,.:~corclci and from first hand intervie..,,1s with 

those now alive ,vho attended the school. 

At t ern:lanc e 

s firGt esttbliehed their school for 

th.e \Vyandott es and :3enecu.s, they had some difficulty in 

con vine ing the Indians that the school would 1J e beneficial 

to their sons and daught e:cs in .any way. The ldr1dness of 

states Government in offerina theA assista~ce 0000 

many of their f e~rs a,nd e ther1 more rec ti 0 re; t~J ca-

tion. 
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The growth of the school was slozr but certain. Origin-

ally it had been opened only for Senecas and Vlyandottes and 

·1;~ first onlJ childr:m froa thece tribes were; allowed to 

o first startsd the school there 

st.uden;;s in a/:,tendance. By 1882 fifty 
1 

stu1e~ts were att inG the school. Very fe~ full-blood 

Indian went to t:t~e school and the atuclent body was drawn 

largely frOIJ a mixed rac ied group. 

In 1B89 the averac;e daily· att 
2 

enrollment, the a,rerr,J,ge o.u.ily at t 

wus 69. In 1892 the f.mrollu!e,Tt h.2cl incrc,isocl t 

the average daily a:ctendo.nce for tho year l;~i 11C). A 

year later, in 1893, there wore 143 pupils enrolled and 

·the average daily attendance for the year '?,ras 117. Only 

about one-fourth of those attending were full-bloods. 

of the,::t shovi(o1d no Indian features or con1plexion. 

In 1897 enrolli•i.en.t tJas increased -,;rh,::m the school was 

en tot ee ~ore Indian tribes. These were the 

Curriculum 

curriculum construction so in~ortant to 

1. Silas Da\1son, student at :3enecri, 
to 1894 and rl0\7 a rer:d .._, of j s-
c enc es, 1938. Hereaf t ~r r to as: Sil2s Dawson, 
Reminiscences, l 9~SD. 

2. Atchison, op. cit. 

3. Paul L. F ickinge:r, o:p. cit. 
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When ·the sch;:iol 1.va~ f :i rst "'"'l:t;abl 1· c-}-ir-,,~ r ·~,i:11· .-1 :·· :"l'"t;'l ,~,-,· 1· ·l-1· ,-",· 
- - I t..:.,-1,.,, Q. ·-\Jo J .. ~.,~,,...i- , ..• • 1 •• ,i. '•' ••• .,. • .J .._!.,·,_, 

vms one of the first ta.sl<:s confront in.;; t;:12 stivl:;;.1t. ".\fo 

gra&es we1:e recognized in the school unti: 189~,,. ·;fork 

done was about the level of the four th grade. 

By 1882 the curriculum had increased in i~s scope, 

students were studying reading, writing, arithmetic and 

geography. Those who attend.e\i the school at this ti:m.e 

reme:tr:.ber 1,articularly the emphasis v.rhich was placed on 
4 

At ·this time the 

sc:·10 ol ·t-1rts i''l s essio:1 f o-r a ten month period during the 

year. ':'he tvm vacation months were .Tuly and August. 

'.'/hen not in school the stud.ents went home to holri on 

farms. 

By 1891 the sco1_::;e of the curricuL,;,,. h.,1.:3_ I~ ~~8'1 

reac.ling, writing, arithmetic, c~;eocrar,h:,, s:_1elli1:·;, ·,·1.~. 
5 

so:me shop wor.k. 

each week. A weekly recitation in these sub.jects rflJ.s 

conducted. before the entire school during a period knovm 

ao the evenine; "study hour. 11 Each time the details were 

chan[;ed oo that t;J_e stud,s·::-r:; s 'llOUld be able to study and 

1;i:tH.c t ice a cliff ere:1t ldnd of work. !.!!ach subject was 

t; auc;l1t ,:i't;h r 3f or enc e to its use in the home life of 

c}:1ild .• ·rhe idcri tack of tl1is program was to insure 
6 

boy m1ii 6 irl an all-round, practical education. 

4. 3ilas Da\Ison, :1e.miniscencoo, 1038. 
5. ,ttchison, OI1• cit. 
G. rt id. 

the 

every 
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The edu c a tional program in the early days was handi -

capped by language di ff iculti es . ~any of the stud nts 

spoke native lnnguac sin the i r homes. ~lh n they cume to 

school th ey refused. to dro ... their n"1.tive la.n...;u·,;e conpl_tely 

and speak only in English . At one time achool autboriti s 

passed a rule forbidding the students to t ~lk i~ the I nlian 
7 

languages . An attempt to enforce the rule fail~i , howcvor . 

Some of the students carne from homes ,;1here English vras 

spoken but the .Eilglish which they brought from these homes 

y;a.s "not always the purest, 11 and a great deal of toil wa.s 

needed to eliminate the natural mistakes a number of child-

ren had fallen into th habit of making in the use of English. 

Hand.ica;,ped though it may hav e been, the educational 

p:-o,~- ,, early b ega..'1 to bear fruit in the 1 i ves of the stu-

dents . A lett er writ t en to Jeremiah Hubbard, first ~uaker 

missionary to the Indians, by one of his students g ives 

some iden that progress was made i n the e rly d1.ys . 

11William Jackson I ish h·:i.s _ ~~en. a ;oo toy whil" 
you was gone . I mind all is here. I h·we to -::o 
home Saturd y . I come back in th eve:1in-; . h..11 
the children n ind ,,hat they t ell . 11 8 

By 1890 the ef : ects of the educat io rn.l pro~r g,m were 

clea rly evident i n the s ocial life of th ourro n inc 
9 

country. The results of the education ~f the cirl ~ w~o 

particularly noticable . Superintcr1dent tchir-on , h<nd of 

the school in -1891, went so far as to state th~t the 

?. John Bland, student a t Seneca Indian School fro, 1 873 
to 1881 and now a resident of lyandotte, Oklahoma , 
1{eminiscences , 1938 . Hereafter v1ill be referred to as: 
John Bl and , Reminiscences, 1938. 

8. Friends l.'.J.ssionary Advocate, May 1907. 

9. Atchison, op. cit. 
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education of a girl was worth "more to the cause of Indian 
10 

civilization thr\n '.:.1n.t of a boy . " On every had could be 

seen evidence of the education of the Indian women , i n 

the do or yards , the houses, the dress, a.rid even the manners 
11 

of the people . 

. ;o '.Tidespread had educ ,ti on b eco ce in the r - - ion of 

the school by 1900 that fifteen per cent of the Indinri 

families of the tribes serv d by the scho 1 h~d become 

subscribers to nev,spapers and many of them had be:;· n to 

collect librari s. 

The School Plant 

Th e earl y school of the· uakers was located on the 

north side of the hill U1)on which the Wyandotte school is 

now located . It was a thr e room building. Water was 

sec 1re.i for it from a larGe spring located nearby. A 

student who attended the school f rom 18?3 to 1878 reports 

that during the time he was there the fir s t laundry build-
12 

i ng was bu i lt and that he helped i n its construction . 

New build i n 0 s, construction of \'7hich 1:1::i.s beJ~Ln n.cout 
13 

1890, were complet ed in 1892 . They had been built on 

top of the hill at the place '.!here the school no .. eta ... s . 

This offered a more healthful locati on and a ied to the 

10. Ibid. 

11. Ibid . 

12 . John Bl and , Reminiscences, 1938. 

13 . T . J. 1.'.:oore, eport to the Commissioner of I ndian 
Af airs, 1892. 
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attractiveness of the school. Co pleted, the ne,;: build

ings offered accomod.ation for 1 30 pupils. Only the s all 

boys occupied quarters in the old school and they rere 

later removed to the hill. 

By about 1900, there 1as a large boys ' and small boys' 

dormitory, a large g irls' and small girls' dormi tory, 

an the scho 1 buil,in3 in which classroom ,ork was g iven. 

~here were others all buildings on the grounds, i ncluding 

th far1. buildings and a small store house. The building 

for the g irls had quarters for the superintendent t the 

front . In this building was a children ' s kitchen and 

dining room. Girls slept two in a bed and the ior· ,itory 

had facilities for fro. forty to fifty girls . 

Furniture for the school in the n.rly dn.yz inclurle i 

14 

stool chairs, long and short benches, and wooden b edst en.·:l s . 
1 5 

tudents slept on straw or shuck mattresses. 

Farm land of 160 acres was allotted to the school 

by the government after it took over control of the insti-
16 

tution . The original grant was poor and wi thout surface 

v1ater for stock. .,hen the second ilyandotte allotment was 

ordered so •• e ti ·e later, the school gav e up sixty acres of 

prairie land farther from the school site for the same 

amount of land a joininJ the premises. Through this 

14. 1.:r s . !!ary Spencer, ea.rly student at "'eneca Indian 
chool and later a teacher there, associated with the 

school for 37 years, 190 1 - 1938 . Jow a resident of 
.fyandotte, Oklahm ·a. Hereafter will be refer~ed to 
as: 1Jrs. "arJ Spencer, Remin iscenc .R , 1938 . 

15 . John Bland, eminiscences, 1938. 

16 . Atchison , op. cit. 



addition, which is part of the school land today, ran a 

large cre ek. Land on the banks of this cr eek furnished 

the uite for t he erec~ion of 1ew buildings in 1890. 

The fnr , was eventually to play an i mportant part 

16 

in the life of the sch ol, serving as an aid to vocational 

instructi on. In the autumn of 1890 two Indian neighbors 

were allowed to plant fifteen acres of wheat on the school 

land on condi tion that they sow part of the land v'li th 

clover . This inci lent turned the a tte. ~ion of th school 

administrator to the a1vantn.ges of 11 '!Xt~nr;iv ·1.rrni r· 

program at the school. Shortly after,ards a cchool G'r ~n 

v'7as turning out pumpki ns , n_lons , p ot atoes , nn V'' r i :)ll'"' 

other products which assist ed. in the economic ril opern.t ion 

of th n school and help to provide students with practical 
17 

work. By 1892 the farming program was wel l under way. 

Food and Cl othing 

~r em the standpoint of the student, the food and 

clothing worn n.t t he school were, for the most art, not 

satisfac t ory , at l east if we are to bel ieve those who report 

the conditions at the school when they attende. It is an 

interesting fact that most of those who r ecall t h eir days 

a t the school from 1872 until about 1 900 r emember tat 

rations were of poor qual ity and limit ed. qua:-i tity . 

students who attended the ochool fr~ 1872 to 1878 

were served cornbread , pork, a goo de~l of beef , soured 

17 . Atchison, op . cit. 
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lightbroad, beans, and mo l asses . The diet was not vari ed 
18 

..::;rea.tly. Bef ore the gov ernr ent took over the op eration 

of the school i 1 1884, th e students received so l ittle to 
1 9 

eat tha~ th 'f ''.1uit- frec~ucntly r q,n aw y . After the 

chan ~e haJ been fuad e they received better foo d , good beds, 

and uniforms for unday vear. 

For breakfast stud nts wer usuall ." s erved boiled 

be f, some lightbread rith gr avy , and so e coffee or 

"slop 11 as it r:t o call ed . i ~ner i nc l ui-l cornb -~i , be ~n , 

gravy , and water . 3upp er quit e frequentl.,r co nsi::::tel of 

the servi g of two t ubs of liGhtb r c~ ~n o~c tub of 
20 

molasses. 

otudents who attended the school betw...,en 1 '392 and 

1896 report that they wer e served beans and gravy, which 

wa s a a in event , and also cornbread, boiled b eef, soured 

lightbread , and dried fruit of var ious kinds . ~uch fo od 

was appare~t l J not satisfactory for children ran away and 

'J,ent to t.he nei0hb or o horn. s to beg for foo d . Punishment 

for this offense was bein~ 11 whi pped 11 or "locked up" and 

t wo '1en were kept busy t;atherinc: up the children and r e-

turning the~ to the school. 

one student who attended the schoo l after 1 89" 

rememb er s that 11food was scare~ and of a no r ,,.u lit·, . " 

Th e childre we re rec1uired. to say "Gr a c e " bef o:=-e 01.c 

meal . This usually cons isted of rene· tin-:; the co:..1°1let: 

18 . John Bland, emi n iscences , 1 938 . 

19 . Silas Dawson , eminiscences , 1 938 . 

20 . Ibid . 
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''Bless this food of hich we take, and save our souls 

for Jesus sak e . 11 :lhen t h e word "sake'' was uttered ua.lmost 

eve yon e Grab ed f or so.,::: d ish of food near his p late to 
21 

,•et t he fir s t helping. 

On Sun ay ev ning the students were lined up for the 

evening meal . \a they filed by the kitchen door t 1ey were 

asked 'vrith or ·without . " Thi s meant a slice of sour, 

blue look i ng brea d with molasses or .j u st the plai ::i b c~ d . 

chang e in the usual routin e is re, or ;e i by one fo L er 

student: 

One evening we -were "'erve'l one bun or b iscu i t . 
ome g irl with as nse of hu nor placed a t ub a~ainst 

our buildine and told us to throw at it . :le h a so, ·e 
fun and made a lot of noise . For our trouble ·:1e 
were all sent to bed. 22 

Before the g overnment took over the school, the students 

ore red overalls which uere very ill fitti ng and slept i n 

"hickory shirts.• The boys wore brogan shoes and none of 
23 

the.1 ,,,ore any underwear. Poor fitting shoe s probabl y 

r u ined ,any of t h e children's feet. Later, between 1890 

a . d 1 900 , the ordinar ~ och ool cloth es were made of wool. 

Heavy underwear was provided and two pai rs of shoes . Girls 

had unifor~ s of serge and flannel . Clot e s were f urnished 

by the government . 

21 . l':rs . Alfr ed Pacheco , student a t the Senec a I ri-lio. School 
from 1 890 to 1 8 96 , now a resi "len t of '!ya niot ', e, 0'<1 ~110 • , 
• eminiscenc L:; s, 1 93 8 . H_reafter will b e r ef ---~r: 1 to an: 
1.frs . Alfred Pacheco, Remi n i s c en c e , 1 038 . 

22 . Ibid . 

23 . Sil as av1son, .1 eminiscenc e s, 1 938 . 
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Health Program 

or the most part students were healthy and vigorous. 

Outdoor exercise and plenty of sleep assisted in keeping 

t 1e in ood conditioi1. ~/hen nature did not do its part 

she ias aided ty castor oil g iven with the aid of a «huge, 
24 

iron, c ooking spoon." An agency physician took care of 

the children when they were ill. 

Somet i mes the school was swept by an euid~1ic sch 

as the epidemic of measles which struc k th0 sc ool i:n 

1890- 91 . he disease was brou...,ht into the school '. one 

of the larger eneca boys wh ... n he eturne l f ... o ! his 

Christmas vacation . About a hu dred students ca.1e in 

promptly after the holidays and befo1e the end of January 
25 

there were sixty pupils to treat and nurse in their beds. 

Those who came in later were soon added to the sick 

list until more than seventy- five p er cent of the student 

body was in bed. It 1:1as i mpossible to do any class work 

nd it had to be abandon ed for three weeks . All of the 

e. •ployee s of the school " ere detailed for such duties as 

iving medic i ne , serving me~ls , and watching in sick rooms 

day and niwht. This continued until the mi d le of F ebrua ry. 

In many instanc e s the meas l es ·,ere f ollowe by other 

diseases of the throat and lun -s . hrec of these cases 

proved to be fat~l. Th e paren Ls were not ~llowei to t~k 

their children home while sick or while the.r were c onv,.,l ;sc nt 

24 . Mrs . Alfred Pacheco, eminiscenceo, 1938 . 

25. Atchison, op . cit. 
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and the school would not allow them to administer Indian 

remedies i the sick room. This aroused much b i tter 
26 

fc lin towa.rcl the scho ol among the parents . It was the 

second epiie:Jic of measles in the school within a period 

of ten Y-o.rs . .h e n umb er of eaths were the same each 
27 

ryuring the time of the ep idemic heroic service 

was performed by the agency physician, r . J . S. Lindley , 

who worked unceasingly to care for the children. 

,. eligiou s ::Xercis s 

.Rol ig i ous exercises i some form h ve :;;,1-iye l a 

i mportant part in the school progr am since the J.:1.y it 

was founded . The most i mportant religious exerci se i n 

the early days before the government took over control 

of the school was the attendance at SUnday School and 

hurch was requ ired. I n those days the students attended 

the Juaker Church, marching to t h e services in l i ne, 
28 

souetii,es 'uh i le a stude t played the fife. 

Aft er the ('" overnmen t ad take over control of the 

school stulen'· s report th t chapel was held every unday 

ni0ht , a t first by a Friends mi ssionary a~d later by 
29 

Baptist and ,:ethodists. r\fter 1 890, students were 

assembled each Sunday evening in their !inin r-oom where 

they sat on bencheo . ·_his ms called ''collection . 11 

26 . Ibid . 

27 . lb i d . 

28. Silas Dawson , Reminiscences , 1 938 . 

29. Mrs. Mary Spencer, eminiscences, 1938 . 
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Here they listened to a talk by the vuperintendent, sang 

hymns, and "reported" any wrong act which had bee done 
30 

during the past eek. or this act they were assigned 

sore t s.k a.a punishment . Boys were frequently required 

t o sp 1 i t v, o o d • 

Outside Activities 

arious outsi e activities were entaeed in by the 

students. Boys i n the school spent much of their spare 

time cutting wood. !lhen ne,·, bu ildin ·rs · ·ere erected th y 

helped with the rork . 'he groun · s we_e cl.~1el d the 

boys helped on the f~rm , raising hogs, t~(i g c~re oft 1e 
31 

catt le, and later farming the land . uite fr9auentlJ 

they rorked in the garden and helped with hauli. :: wood . 

Punishments 

Punishments at the school were rather severe, viewed 

from present day standards. ,7hen children at the school 

ra.-1 a ra:r and. 1ere cau ,ht t hey iere quite frequently whipped 
32 

and wer , ~le to cut five pilas of wood. '"'mall children 

we_ e made to stand with their han s over their head and 

up a.gains~ the v,a.11 . Later , although students were punished 

sometimes by whi ppinc , the authoriti es did not gene ally 

approve of this and extra ··,orlc wao usu"l.lly the aoni ~n .. 

punishment. 

30. llro . Alfr ~d Pacheco, eminisc e~c.s , 1000. 

31. John Bl and, Remi iscences, 1 938 . 

32 . Silas Dawson, eminiscences, 1Y38 . 



22 

Girla who had been d isobe1ie1t we. e _e , ire l to atan 

with their hands over thei h-ads for a cert!l.in perio,1 of 

t i me and to write sentenc Js such a s "I must obey . 11 on t he 
33 

slate 100 or more times . One evening one of the Girls 

did not sing during "collection" a nd annoyed others near 

her. She was made to memorize all four verses in the 

hymn that was being sung and t hen forced to sing i t to 

the supe~intenient in h is office. 

4)D.us ement s 

Children at t h e school engaged in various sorts of 

gameo in th~ir spare time . One stu1ent report s that t he 

childr en qu i te fr equently p l aye l "ton b 11, '' a :;ame 

much like baseball excep t that ~1h '1 a fly '.l.S C'l:1 · 1t t he 

side was r etired . Another game •ras ' thr3e- cor~er 0 ; c at . 11 

Various other g !.n.e s played rnre "run- she ~:p- ru·:i , '' 

11 atink base , 11 " marbles ," "drop- t he- ban kerch i ef ,'' and 
34 

"ring-around- the- rosy. " 

Hunting was g ood pastime and the boys hunted coon, 

oppossum, r abbits, deer, and other small game . Deer were 

plentif ul in those days, one boy counting thi rty- two deer 

pass i n ; the school i n one day . 

om tires s tuden~s visited in the nearby town of 

.!ya '1dot t e . •p1ayin0 s i ck 11 mi ght almost come under the 

head of .usements . All ch ildren who were ill were sent 

33 . '"r s . \lfr ed Pacheco, Reminisc en c es , 1 938 . 

34 . ilas .Jawson , emi n i scenc e~ , 1 938 . 
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to a nursery and quite frequently just for the flf un of it" 

they uplayed sick. n 

35 
Frequently trips were made to nearby places. 

A student reports one such trip taken to "Horse Shoe Lake" 

located a few miles northwest of !;Iia...ra.i shortly after 1890. 

chrec -.7agon londG of boys 1?,nd girls made the trip with 

s0:~~ of the e:c1:;}loy·ees and three days were spent gathering 

:p eoans and hickory nu'to. At night the party slept 

outdoors in tents. 

-----------~-------·-· ------·· 
35. 11r s. Alfred Pacheco, Reinini sc anc::.rn, 19.'.38. 



CHAPTER III 

EDUCATI ONAL P OG : SilWT<' 1900 

2 .. 

From 1872 to 1900, the curriculum offered at the Seneca 

Indian School at 1yandotte did not go beyond t h e fourth 

0 rade . After 1900, there was an increasing demand t hat the 

school offer i nstruct ion at a higher level but it wa s not 

until atout 1 91 4 that c ommon subjects and industrial train-

ing were raised to the level of the sixth grade. 

By 1 922 , two more grades wer e added, raising the 

instruc tio~ level to the eighth grade . Several more t each-

ers vrere employed . , ur i ng this tir1e the child en of the 

third grade and above went to school on i:> - h"1lf dn.,y '.in worked 

a half day . The aim of the government has always b2en to 
1 

g ive the Indi an children plenty of vocational tr1. i nin"' . 

On e more gr a.de v1as added to the school in 1928 , --~rt.~ in,:; it 

poss i ble for students to receive instruction up to the 

level of the ninth grade . At thi s time a three- fourth ay 

pl an or "platoon system" ,va s put into operation . 

t the present time the school i s run on a three

quarter day plun. Under this arrangement students go to 

school a day and stay out on detail the next half-day . 

_his is true of the upper grades only , the lower gr ades 

remaininG in school all duy. This arrangement g ives student s 

a chance to learn vocational 1ork along wi th their a cademic 

studies . During the half- day out, pupils have an opportunity 

1 . J . N. KageJ , Princ ipal .Jenee~ Indian ,cho ol, 
Reminiscences , 1938. 
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to do gymnasium work, domestic science mrk , shop wor k , 

and study usic. 

The first course of study prepared for all Indian 

scho ls appeared in 1 15 . 1'h is course , now partly in use 

by the ,.:,eneca school , represents the ai of the e ucational 

p roaram eve•1 "though its exact requirements have not been 

9ut i nto pr~ctice. 

This program is dev otei to i ndustrial and vocat i onal 

i n s ~ructi on in those arts and sc i ences which are best 

adapted to the ne8ds of Indian chil r .'1. . It includes six 

elementa y grades which r se-,c·tle those o_ th blic sc:1001 

in their essential require.nents for a.cacle1 i c '7orl· , a .j 1 ior 

vocational cour se f or three grad es ~~d ~ se ic, voc~tia al 

couroe for higher g r adeo . The course i detail i G ao 

f ollo 1S: 
2 

Outline of Course of s tudy 

Primary Division 

First Grade: Music 
General :Xercise-- -- ---

(1 5 -i nut es) Lanners of right conduct 

English 

Co~versat i o~al ~nd 
other ora l exercises 

( 70 Mi nut es) 

Reading 
Spelling 

Personal experience 
and Observation 
Nature s tudy 
Health 
Activities of home 
School and Cor.imunity 
History 
Picture ,...tudy 

eproduct ion 
Numberc , e tc. 
J, emory work 

2 . Commis s ioner of Indian Affairs , 'l' entative Course of' 
st udy for the United states I nd ian ch0ols , r~ . 16- 21 . 
1915 . 



Til'itin:::; and Drawing (uternate) 
(20 :~inu t es 

Ind str ial ·.1ork 
(60 J.fi nutes 

Oc cupation '3tudy 
(85 inute s 

Recreation 
( 90 rinut es) 

Second Grade: ] usic 
General Ex:ercises--

26 

(15 inutes) J£anners of ri ~ht conduct 

Iinglish 
(?O Minutes)- - ----

Numbers 
(20 Minutes) 

Conversational and 
Oral exercises. 
Read i ng 
Spelling 

.1r iting and Drawing (Alternate) 
{20 · · nut es) 

Indu s rial ·.1orx -- --- --- - --- - -- - - - -- -
( 60 J·inutes) 

Oc cupat i o'1 
(85 l:'inutes) 

ecreation 
( 9 O Ui nut es ) 

Third Grade: l.!usic 
General SX:ercise- - Civics 

other 

Expand on work 
of F ir st Grade 
Health 
Hi story 
Geography 

Sanitation 
Gardening 
Sewing 

Manner s and right cond· ct 

Conversat ional an 
other oral exercises---

English------ - -- -

ContiYJ:4e ·:;o k of 
Gra"'le 'l'wo 
Health 
History 
Geogra~hy 
Garden in; 
Scho ol \ctiviti J s 
\s gfll e 8 , i ndust
rial wor::r , etc. 

(?O r nutes) Reading 
Spelling 
Language ('.Vri t(,en & Mechanics ) 

Arithmetic 
(30 Minutes) 

Writing and ra 1ing (Alternate) 
(20 P'i nutes) 



Industrial Jork ---------------------

Gardening 
Repair ·.vork 
Sanitation 
rievring 
Cookin;-r 
Rousekeep i 11.: 

Occupation ·.vork and study 
(105 Minutes) 

Recreation 
( 90 lii nut es) 

Boarding 3chools 

.cirst Grade: 
General Exercises-----

Assembly, once a week . 
l~usic, once each week. 
Eanners and right conduct, 

once each week. 
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Current events, once each week. 

:E:n&lish ----------------
(?O 1 inutes) 

Conversational and other 
oral exercises 

History 
JJumbers 
~Iature "'tudy 
~eading and written exercises 

1riting and :::>rawing (Alternate) 
(20 ~~inutes) 

Breathing :.i!x:ercises 
(10 ~inutes) 

Industrial ·1ork 
{ 2 40 I.:inut es) 

Physical raining 
(60 ~inutes) 

Evening Hour--Littl 3 f olks , fr e~ play \dul ':.n miscellaneo1 a 
(60 1.Unutes) exe:-c io~s 

] eals, free time, extra. detail 
(6 hours 1 5 minutes) 

Sleep 
(9 hours-10 hours for little folks) 

Second Grade: 

General :Exercises-------
(25 Minutes) 

Assembly, once each week. 
Music, once each week. 
Manners and right conduct, 

once each week. 
Current events, once each week . 



English - --- - - -- - ---- - -
(90 Minutes) 

Arithmetic 

Conversatio· al anl o:.Lor 
oral exeJ.· cises 

Hi story 
Health 
Readi ng 
Nature Stu 
Mechanics of languac e a nd 

writ t en exercise s 
Spelling 

(20 liinutes) 
lr i t ing and :Jra ri ng (Alternate) 

(20 Mi nutes 
Breathing 1.ixercises 

(1 0 l'inu tes) 
In dus trin.l \fo r k 

(240 ~!i nutes ) 
Physical r raining 

( 60 Uinut es) 
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::J:vening Hour - -- ---- - ---- Little fo l ks, fr .e play 
( 60 Minutes) Adults, miscellaneous exercises 

l eal s, f ree tirne, extra detail 
(6 hours 1 5 ~ inutes) 

Sleep 
(9- 10 hours for littl folks) 

Third Grade: 

General Ex:ercises-----
(25 Mi nut es} 

English - - - -- - ----- ------
( 60 ~:inut es) 

ssembly , once e·1.ch wee"'.;. . 
Music , once e~ch ~eek . 
llanaers and ri~ht con uc t 

once each week . 
Current events, once e~ch we2k . 
Civics, once each week 

Conversational and other 
oral exercises 

History 
Health 
rleading 
Geography 
Mechan ics of language and 
written exercises 

Spelling 



Ari t hr:'1et i C 
( 30 1:inut es) 

'Nriting and Draviing (Alternate) 
(20 Minutes) 

Breathing Exercises 
(10 1:inut s) 

Industrial Work 
(240 Minutes) 

Physical Training 
{60 Minutes) 

Meals, free time, extra detail 
(6 Hours 1 5 1.iinutes) 
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Sleep 
(9-10 hours for the little folks) 

PRE-VOCATIOHAL DIVISION 

Boarding Schools 

Fourth Grade: 
Assembly, once each week. 
Current events, once each week. 
~:us ic, once each week 

General :Bicercisea-------
(25 1rinutes) 

ranners and right conduct, 
once each week. 

Civics, once each week. 

Conversational 
and other oral 

Ilhglish----exercises------------
(60 Minutes) (Five 20 Minute 

lessons per week) 

Reading-----------
(Fi ve 20 Jtinute 
lesson s per week} 

Language 
:Engl ish (Tv10 20 Minute 

(60 Minut es) lessons per ·week) 

Spell ing 
(Three 20 Minute 
lessons per week) 

Review work of previous 
grades 

stories of travel 
History 
Personal experiences and 

observation of pupils 
ramati zation 

Nature study 
griculture 

Garn.es 
Picture stuiy 

t1eaders 
Classics 
History 
Nature 

Mechanics of Lanc; 1·age 
And Yritten Exercises 
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Arithmetic 
( 30 l inutes) 

Geography 3 lessons per week 
Physio logy and Hygiene 

(30 Hnutes) 2 l essons per week 
~Vrit i ng and Dra ring (Alternate) 

(25 1.f i nutes) 
Breathing ~erc ises 

(10 Mi nutes Instruc t ion 30 Mi nutes 
I ndus tr ial Work---------

Production 210 rc inutes 

Compet itive ero 11.""' g9.-r:1e tvm or 
t hree times per week 

Physical Training--- - - '1litary and gymnastic drills 
t vro or three tir.11:;s rer week 

Evening Hour------ ---
(60 Minut es) 

study at least three ni,;hto e·1ch 
week . Li terary and nebating 

Societies , Entertai nments , 
Religious I nstruction Other 

Ni ghts 
' eals, free t· e , extra detail 

(6 Hours 15 Minutes) 
Sleep 

(9 Hours) 

Fifth Grade: 
Ass embly, once each week 
Current events , once each week 
r usic, once each week 

Gener~l Exe~cises----- L"anners and right conduct, 

Engl ish----- 
(6 0 Mi nutes) 

once each week 

Conversational and 
other exercises------
(F ive 20 lKinute 
lessons per week) 

Readi ng-------- - ------
(Five 20 !'"inute 
lessons per week) 

For outline see 
Fourth Grade 

Readi ng 
Classics 
History 
::nature 

Language-- --- -------
(Tw o 20 Mimite 
lessons per week) 

llechanics of lanbua~e 
and writte exercises 

A great deal of the de
velo pment of mechanics 
of Langua.ce to be taught 
with oral exercise 
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Mechanics of Lan6 uage 
Language--------

(Two 20 Minute 
lessons per week) 

and n-itten exer cises 
A great deal of the 
Develo ment of mechanics 
of language is to be 
taught with oral exercises 

Spell i ng 
(Three 20 Minute 
lessons per week) 

. r ithmetic 
( 30 llinut es} 

Geography 
PhysiologJ and Hyg ien e 

(30 l'inutes) 

History 
Dravling or Writing 
Breat hing Ex.ercis s 

(10 llinut es) 

Industrial '.'/ork-- -----
(240 l!inutes) 

Physic a l Training- -----

Evening Hour------ ---
(60 Mi nutes) 

Meals, free t i me , extra 
(6 Hours 15 Mi nutes) 

Sleep 
( 9 Hours) 

3 lessons p er week 

2 lessons p r week 

3 lessons per week 
2 lessons per week 

Instruction, 30 Vinutes 

Production, 21 0 J' inutes 

Comp et i t i v..., group g'Wl.e s 
two or thr,e times rier week 

1~11ita r y and gy:-anant i c drill s, 
two or three times J.)er week 

study at le'.:l.s t three ni;:;h .. s a ·1eek 
Literary and Debating Soci eties 
~ tertainmen ts 
£ eligious instruction Other n i i hts 

detail 

VOCAT IOIL DIVISION 

Boarding Schools 
First Year: 

General Exercises-----
(25 Mi nut es) 

saembly , once each week 
l!usic , once each i'leek 
Current events, once each ~eek 
Penmanship, once each week 
Civics, once each week 



Classics 
Reading------------Health 

(25 lfinu t es) History 

Gram:mar------------Mechanics of 
(20 Minutes) Lancuage 

Co"11J)osition 
English----- - - Spelling 

(15 Mi nut es) 

Vocational Arithmetic 
(40 Minutes) 

Industr i al Geo$raphy , Agriculture and Botany 
(30 Minutes) 

Breathi~ ercises 
(10 , inutes) 

.Drafting , two hours per week 
Instruction, one and one- half 
hours per week 
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Industri· l 'Vork- ----- - 
( 4 Roura) pplication, twenty and one-half 

hour per week 

Phys ical raining-----

. tudy (60 Minutes) 

Compet itive group games 
two or three times per week 

Iilitary and gymnastic drills 
two or three tim s per w ek 

Meals, free time, extra detail (6Hours 13 -.r i nut~s ) 

Sleep (9 Hours) 

Second Year: 

General Ex:ercises----
(25 Uinutes) 

ssembly one e per \·;eek 
uus ic once per week 
Current events once per week 
Civics, once each week 
Penmanship, once each week 

Business papers, first term 
Classics 

Reading--- - ----
(25 liinut es) 

General Agriculture 
History, second term 
Health Ii!nglish- - ---

(60 .... :inutes) 
Grammar---------

(20 Kinutes) 

'3pelling 
(15 Minutes) 

, rechanics of Language 
Composition 
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LIBRARY 

AUG 6 1940 
Vocational Arithmetic and Farm and Household Accounts 

(40 Minutes) 
History, first term 
ooils and soil fertility, second term (30 Minutes) 
Breathing Exercises (10 Minutes) 

I ndu s t ri al /ork--- ----
( 4 Ho ur s) 

Physical Trai ning-----
(60 Minutes) 

Drafting, two hours per week 
Instruction, one-half hour per week 
Applic ation, twenty and one-half 
Hour per week 

Competitive group games 
two or three times per week 

Military and Gymnastic drills 
two or three t es per week 

Study (60 Minutes) 
Meals , free til..1e, extra detail, {6 Hours 1 5 Hinutes) 
Sleep (9 Hours) 

Third Year: 
Asse"Ilbly, onc e p er '>7eek 
rusic , on c e ::, er week 

General E}cercises-----
(25 1finutes) 

Current ev en t s , onc e per week 
Ci vic s , once per week 
Misc ellaneous , once per vrnek 

I glish------
(60 1linutes) 

Reading----------

Cl ass ic s 
History of materials 
Used in different 
Vocations 
Health 
History 

··1ritten 

Composition------
Mechanics of Language 
Spelling 
Grammar 
Rhetoric 

Farm and Household Physics, and Chemistry (Alternate) 
(30 U:inutes) 

Breathing Exercises 
{10 }._inutes) 

Industrial Work---
(4 Hours) 

afting , two hours per week 
Jnstruction , one and 0 1e- h~lf hours 

p er rnek 
Application , t we t y and 

one- half hour s per week 

: I t: -. : :: : ·: -. . 
I. . • .... 
' ' . ,:, (, Jc; 

..... t(,_ ~ ........ 

. .. 
--. 

' . . . . . . -
: . ! : ·. ~ .. ; : . : ·. ·, 
~" ~ , , . . ~ . . . .} 

. .. . .. 
. . . . . . . ' . . . .. 

' . .. . ... 
... . . . 



Physic , l Tr a i ning-----
(60 Mi nutes) 

study ·- (60 Uinutes) 
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Competit i ve er ou~ Ganes 
t wo or thr ~e lessons rycr w_ek 

Tilitary and Gymnas t ic d=ills 
two or thr ee less ons er ·.reek 

Meals, free time, extra detail 
Sleep - - ( 9 Hours) 

(6Hours 15 1Unutes) 

Fourth Year: 

General .Bxercise------
(25 llinu t es) 

Assembly, once each week 
Music, once each week 
Current events , once each week 
Civics, once each week 
~i scellaneous, once each week 

Study materials--History 

Reading-----
of supply and demand 

Classics 

:Hnglish------
(45 Minutes) 

Composition 

History 
Health 

Written 
Mechanic s of Language 
Sp el ling 
Grammar 
Rhetoric 

Breathing Exercises 
Rural :Ebonomics , and 

(40 llinuteo) 
Field Crops and Plant 

(45 Hinutes) 

-- (1 o r inut es) 
Insects and Insectici .es (Al'·ernate) 

Diseases (Alternate) 

Industrial Work---- --------

Physical Training----------

study ( 60 1 ·1nut es) 

Instructions, one and o e- half 
hours per week 

Application , twenty- t uo a'l,i 
one- half hours per week 

Competitive group games 
two or three lessons per week 

Military and gymnastic drills 
two or three lessons per week 

Meals, free tune, extra detail (6 Hours 15 Minutes) 

"'leep (9 Hours) 
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Pre-vocational i ndustrial instruction f or the fourth, 

fifth, and sixth grades includes agriculture, f arming 

carpentry, blacksmithing, engineering, masonry , painting, 

and shoe and harness repairin5 for boys, and home traini ng , 

cooki ng , plain sei; i1_., , laundering, and poultry raising 

for the girls . 

The vocational courses give advanc ed work in the 

same subjects and plans to aid students in persuing an 

occupation that wi ll be profitable to them after l eavin0 

school . Academic instruct ion is closel y c orrel·1. t a ·l vii th 

vocational train inc . Non-essentials a e elir2ina:e l from "A 
advanced mathematics , science and technic ~l stu ies . ~ odern 

languages and classics are not evvn included. 

In recent years, however , the course of study used 

at Wyandotte , like that of many other i ndian schools has 

tended toward the program used by other state schools. 

he Indians are assisted in every way toward finding a 

vocation but the program is yet in the progressive stage. 

school Proj ecta 

Project work has been a leading method used in instruc

tion at the school and practical studies are worked out on 

the project p lan . J.n int er es ting cross section of the work 

done along project lines is afforded by a ~l ance of oo~ e 

of the various projects in the sixth grade . 
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Sixth grade students who are studying history have an 

extra room i n which they are allowed to work whenever they 

have f i nished their working sheets . It i s called a. ''Spare 

TL e Project" and the work done consists of wr i ting or 

drawin0 interesti.1g scenes from history, model i ng figures 

a, i f ccs of historic characters , collecting interesting 

articles from newspape s, or working on other i deas which 

appeal to the student . Various types of contests are 

conducted • . ides are usually chosen for five weeks periods 

and the five students who make the highest grades during 

that time get to choose sides for fu~ur e co~tests . 

Interesting projects have also been c~rried out in 

spelling . A baseball spellin~ ten..m has been frequently 

organized . This team consists of five members , including 

a p i tcher and a catcher . Each team chooses a name and then 

a ''Round Robin" tournament is carried out . Four bases are 

provi ded and the student must go to all f our of them before 

his score will count . Nb.en a side has made three 11 outs'' i t 

is retired and the other tearn "comes to bat . 11 students who 

are not spelling have to keep track of all the words which 

have been misspelled and then spell them at the end of the 

period . ~pelling matches are held nearly every Friday and 

the period is looked forward to with a sreat deal of inter 

est on the part of the students. 

In Arithmetic the contest i dea i s also carr i ei out a~d 

tests are held to see which section is the best . Freq_uently 
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these contests are trials of skill in addition , multi1lica

tion , and subtraction at the boards but generally the 

contest is continuous and scores are giv en according to 

the daily grade average. 

Interesting projects are also condu cted in Engli sh . 

One group built a post office in the Engli sh room in order 

to vrite 11home lettersn and mail them. he instructor put 

an envelop in the students ' box and asked them to address 

the envelop and put letters i n the post offic e . Frequent l y 

magazines and papers were put i n the box. English papers 

were "mailed" to the teacher so she could find thcr1 e ·- silJ . 

The post office was built of old tablet backs a . loc i tµ, 

on four vacant shelves in the school libr ·, ry . 

Industrial ·tork 

Shop work f or the boys at Seneca Indian School begins 

wi th the s i xth grade . During the first year the student 

becomes ac quainted with the various tools and their use. 

Notebooks are kept and drawings and working parts of the 

tools are studied. The students are taken i nto the shop 

proper and allowed to i dentify the tools . Ac tual work is 

done 'Hi th the simpler tools and t he boys take ca r e of 

necessary repai r work around the school, fixing such things 

as faucets, doors , windows, and other parts of the building 

which need attention but do not requ i re a great de~l of 

skilled work . 

In the seventh grade the work done consists of carden i nc . 

::sach student jo i ns in the work. Usu· lly stude~~s re ; iven 
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a plot of a hundred square yards and raise onions , beans, 

corn, radishes, mustard, and other common garden products. 

Prizes are awarded for the best gardens . Food raised in 

this project is put on the school tables to eat. 

In the eighth gr· de the students a.re taught to handle 

the I'19.Chi'1.ery of the shop , usine; such machines as the electric 

saw, electric planes, and electric drills. ·,vork is done 

on various individual projects and the boys make ouch articles 

as cedar chests, desks, stands , tables, magazine racks , 

and household aids. At the end of the year rt!l auction is 

held at the school and some of these :pro,j ~c ts are sol l . 

Ninth grade work is similiar to the work carri~d on 

in the eighth grade . students sometL 1es are assi~nei to 

special jobs and job sheets are e iven to their e.wployees 

to fill out . 

Agricultural Projects 

A nu ber of agricultural projects have been carried 

out at the school . The school dairy consists of about thirty 

purebred Holstei~ cntt le. This herd furnishes enough milk 

for the school children to get a quart of milk a day besides 

that which is used in cooking . Calves are butchered or 

raised, depending upon the needs of the scho ol. Cows are 

milked every morning at five and every ev en i ng at the same 

time . Boys help take care of the stoc\ , 1nanaGe th~ feedinr , 

and frequently check on the accounts which are k ept con-

cerning their cost. Boys are allowed to work on the dairy 
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aLout car i n· for it. 
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HoG raisi g is another project which has been carried 

out ef f ectivel , . Both boys and girls help care for the 

ho s, soL etimes on sh· re.., . In this fashion they ar ~ 

encourag d in startin<-> a herd for t h e "lselves . Ho_:s r a i s ed 

by the students are enter 1d at fai s h el 1 1 nearby t owns 

and some a r e butchered durin the school yea . 

A poultry raising proj_ct al so ha s b e 1 ca~r i ~i out 

at the school. About 2 , 000 l.,eghorn chickens a r._ ke:p t on 

the f a r m. Ea.ch spring t he school purchases about 1 500 

baby chicks from a nearby chicken hatchery . Both girls 

and boys take part in caring for the chickens and any boy 

who is interested in poultry can have 100 chicks to raise. 

If he .nana6 e s to raise a certain per cent of these he is 

a llowed t o t ak e a nw ~~r of t h e f l ock home with him to 

st "'.rt h is orm floe k. 

This project is carefully planned and both boys and 

g i rls t ake part in h ndl i ng the expenses of fe e· and 

deteimining the profits, as well a s t aking c ~re of the 

chicken s . he large floc k furnish ~s an aver1.,,e of forty 

do zen eggs a day for the school \7hich i s en our;. t o fur11 i sh 

the children an e .,.g for breakf n.st, as Hell as prov i di n; , 

at the same time , for all the eegs necessary fo r cooki ns 

in the kitchen . 
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Homemaking 

On e of the most i mp ortant cours es of fered in the 

school is Ho emaking . :'his study , open to t:1e fifth , 

sixth , seventh , eighth , and ninth 0 ~des , h1clu-le a 

vari ed ass ortment of wor k . ,., 0 1,Le of the units cov £2·-l , 

advanced according to the grade , a.re: foe's 8.n nut:i 

tion; clothing and t ext il es; home furnish i nc; hm1e nurs

in0 ; child care; dairy work; poultry r a isin6; and hos 

raising . 

The aim of the department is to train each girl to 

t hink for herself and to instruct the ch ildr en in the 

th i n~s that will be most practica l to them a d the 

COIIL'Un i ty in whi.ch they may live . 

In the sixth gr ade , g irls ar e taught t h e pr inciples 

of hyg iene and s anitation and t he simple sewing process . 

An attempt i s 1 de to ins t ill an appreciation of art in 

every day life and a study i s made of the cra f t work that 

can be one at home and sold for a :profi t . 

In the seventh gr rt•le ermJha.s i s is plo.ced or n1t ition 

and the foo ds that ea.ch school g irl shoul1 have . Break

fasts and school lunches are prepared . 

In the eighth grade mor e euphasis is plac ed on nutri 

tion from the standpoint of body needs . F ood preservation 

and the method s used are studied. Preparation and serving 

of foods on the meal pl an basis is practiced . Some time is 

evoted to a study of child care and home nursing . Clothing 

and textile study is also i ncluded and various kind of 

dresses are mal e . 
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In the ninth grade, emphasis is placed on food and 

i ts uses ·,ith reference to practical methods of serving 

the family . Training is giv n in the planning and servine; 

of meals for various guests. airy work is of fer e to 

those int er es te and home management and far.ily relation

ships are also studie . A good deal of at t e tion is ~iven 

to the ntud; of house care from the st~n ·lpo i.n t of eq_ 11i _p: . ~ t 

and sanitation . Clothing and textile s tudy i s co1tinu l . 

Students l earn to wor k out clothing bucgets ?n i mak 9 

clothes for various occasions , frequently making t heir 

graduat ion dresses . 

A homemaking class for ninth grade boys is offered 

as an evening class . This course takes up the study of 

such important items as health , food select ion and pre

parat ion, social custo .... s, the farnily budget , and the boy's 

relation to h is fauil.;1 . ~, ch year the boys prepare and 

n e v ~ a guest in er , usually in honor of George "lashi ngton' s 

b irthday, at rhich employees and girls of the school are 

their guests. 

!:any dinners and special occasions afford a chance 

for the students to put to prac t ical use their knowled:: e 

gained in the Homemakine studies . 

Physical Education 

A well worked out physical educ1.t ion proeran is no .1 

being carried out i n the school. In the early grad~s thi~ 

progr am consists of taki ng part in games and stunts. In 
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the upper grades, student s are afforded an opportunity to 

take part i n fo l K dances, wand dri lls , and Indian club 

drills . :Jrills and dances mak e up a part of the annual 

, .n.y- day P~ O,:,r a.m wh ich is presente each yea1.· . 

~p orts en1a~e in at t he school consist of football , 

basketball, bas eball , and track. ?ootball beg ins with the 

opening of the first semester of school and continues unt il 

Thanksgiving . The football team, althou~h it i s a junior 

high t am and is for ced to p l ay senior hi -;h schools for 

competition, gets much t raini"l..,, and espi +, thci size 

the boys offer their b i gger opponents s t iff co pet itio~ . 

Al most ever y ninth grade coy takes part in football . 

Ba sketball beg i ns i n De c eIBbcr a d l a sts unt il about 

t he l ast of 1larch . At t he open i n , of the season a " ound 

Robin" tournament i s hel d to determine some of the best 

players in school. Basketball has been played i n the 

school since 1 914 and many fine teams have b een produced • 

..!'ollowing the basketball season comes the baseball 

a'ld track seaso n . It is possible for boys and g i rls to 

,:; o out for b oth of these events as they are so arr ng ed 

that they do not conflict on the schedule . On the first 

of May a n thl et ic "F ield ]· eet is held at \7hich t i me all 

sort s of sports are open to compet i t ion . he acho ol h as 

won many trophies and pennants fo r i ts vrork i n the various 

athletic earneo and is vrel l lmovm fo · the clean sport s':n.n 

shi p demonstrated by i t s athletes . 
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Music Work 

Music v1ork begins early at the Wyandotte school. 

The fir st and second g r ade pupils have a Rhythm Band which 

contributes many numbers to the school programs. The 

purpose served by this band is to devel op the inst inc t ive 

sense of rhJtlu·t an to uncover any talent which the ch ild 

.ay an:-iear to have alo11c musical l i nes . 'he work done in 

the . hyth . Band al so affor s a sound basis for later 

mus ical training . 

l\nother project of the mus ic department of the school 

is a harmoni c a band . Wor k of this gr our incluJeri. student s 

frora the fifth to the higher grad~s . ~x.perie ce t;a. i ne 

i n this work has helped students with ti·1.? ani :")itch n.ni 

frequently cr eates a desire to play oth ~r nus ic a l i 11stru1:1enta . 

Music appreciation course ·:o r1. is of f er e1 to the 

upper grades. History of co ap osers and co.,positio,1s are 

studied and students engage i n such vork as the study of 

i nstruments of the orchestra . Phonograph records are used 

to familiarize them with the compositions of the vari ous 

cornpo sers. 

One interesting contest someti es hel i n connection 

wit 1 music a ppreciation is a contest to see whether 

seventh, eighth, or ninth grade pupils could recognize 

more na..~es and composers of records cho sen for the part 

icular contest . In a prel i minary cont est the two from 

each grade scoring the hiehest are chosen for che fi..al test . 

X 
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One contest for the entire school is held at the n id-t erm 

and ano ther at the end of the school yeq~ · 

g iven to t h e f i nal winner. 

:prize is 

J embers of both the boys and e; i rls gl ee clubs :ire 

chosen from the upper gr des . Pr act ice is hell ,.;ularl y 

three times a week . Preparation f or special procra.r~s , 

however, requires more work • 

.Ea.ch year, usually in February, a musical program is 

g iven with glee club and mixed chorus, rhythm band, and 

piano s t udents taking part. On several occasions musical 

far c e co1;_,e·li es hav e be en presented. The music groups also 

take part i n a Chris tm~s program . 

student Organizations 

Various clubs and student organi zations have bee~ 

sponsor ed at the weneca school. ~ome of these are the 

~tu·ent Council, the Hobby Club, the Christiq~ Pat~way 

Club, the Home Economics Club, and the Boy an Gi rl 

Scout organizations. 

All students who have attended the school see __ 1 to be 

interested in the Student Council. The first council 

group was organized in 1931. The plan for the council 

provides for the representation of the students in all 

matt ers concernin0 the school or dormitori es. Sponsors 

of the ore;an i zat ion are the girls' adviser, the boys' 

advise r , the 3 oy Scout l ca1er and the sup erintendent of 



the school. The president of the Student Council is 

chosen from the highest grade . 
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The council is organized at the first of each year . 

It consis ts of the pres i dents of the class es (with the 

exceptio of the first four grades) and a secretary 1ho 

receives her position by election . Two extra members 

are chose,1 from the ninth grade . 

students who have reached t h e sixth grade are eligible 

for membership i n the Hobby Club i n rhich the students 

devote t heir time to work on "spare t i .e" pro.jects . :r:em

ber s cho ose their hobby f rom such v ari~ d acviviti s us 

writing stories , writing songs, dra •1inc , ca_ to on i --: , -.:i.nd 

writing poems . 1he club holcls regular n eet in ·s at w11ich 

the members discuss various pro j ects . 

The Christian Pathway Club is a group organ i zed by a 

missionary who comes to the school twice a week . This 

club is op en only to girls and ha s about twenty members . 

Lessons are pr epared for meet ing s and members sing songs , 

rea p~ssages from the Bible, and enjoy a social gathering 

each 1hursday evenins . 

The Boy ~out group at the school was organi zed in 

1929 and has been very successful . Meeting s are held 

i uesday evenin0 s from eight until nine o'clock . 1\ll of 

the various programs of scouting are carrie on and the 

boys then play games . •requently t he group g o •s on h i kes 

and t ake part in the celebrat ion of natio~al holid~ys . 
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The boys also perform such police duties as taking care 

of the sidelines at football games and taki ng up tickets. 

Girl Scouts are also ac t ive. ~ eet i ng s are held 

r ~ la. l ;,r and a reg ·lar scout program is carried out 

i nclud i J first aid prograrns . There are four patrols at 

the ocho ol. These are t he Cardinal, the obin, the Bob 

Wh i te , and the Lone Fagle. Frequent hikes and sunrise 

breakfasts are part of the program carr i ed on . 

The Home Economics Club meets re(5,ulrtrly t 1J. a 

Tuesday eveni gs out of each month 1uri~: the scho ol year . 

bout nineteen . embers usu lly attend . his club spo~sors 

many worthwhile progr ams and qu i te a few parties . 1:eeti cs 

are usually devoted to the preparation of such programs . 



CH'\PTER IV 

SU1ll!ARY . t) CONCLUSION 

47 

A study of the educational program of the Indian 

tribes represented at the Seneca I ndian School at .!yandotte 

during the past seventy years reveals a steady , for vm.~d 

movi. g , evolutionary proces f-' , ta,, i'1G :··l:i.c e i n the eiuc1-1-

tional program of the institution. 

A comparison of the present ay cur:ciculu. n. d. early 

day cur iculum of the school reveals that mu ch pro;re2s 

has been made , not only from the standpoint of the obj ec -

t i ves behind the educational program. but in the ad.mini st ra

t ion of the program itself. 

he old i dea of giving the student the "essentialstt 

of a formal educ ation and nothing else has to a g r eat 

exte'1t disap-rear e l. Vocational instruction has been added 

to the curriculum and the student is offered practical 

appli cation in some vocational line which will offer him 

a chance to become a useful unit of society . At the same 

time the purely cultural background , esse~tial to~ rell 

rounded education, has not bee 1 for~otton • . he eiucation~l 

process has been centered around the chili inste~l of 

forci c the chihl to c enter hi :self aroun l the e luc::i.tion·..,l 

process . 

It would be i mposs ible to attempt to deteri,1ine with 

any degree of accuracy the effect vrhich the ~/ya dotte 

scho ol has had upon the cultural and social life of 

:aortheastern Oklahoma. Some of the obvious ef fec ts in 
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the l i ves of the stu ents have 'been discus oed i n preceeding 

chapt ers . The more subtle eff ec t s of the school upon t he 

lif e of the students cann ot be a ccurately dete min ed . 

here can be no doubt , however , that the scho ol has exe~ted 

an i n creasingly benefici a l ef f ect on the In ia trit~s 

which have been i n attendanc e . 

If the progress is continued , and the_'a G:?~ ... . 8 to t3 

ev er y indication at the present t ime that it will , the 

school should do more and more to tra i n t he Ind i an so that 

he may take his rightful place as a functionar y and 

contributory member of society. 
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