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PREFACE

The purpose of this study is to make sug=
gestions for improving the curriculum of the
Commerce High School. In order to do this, the
writer read extensively from authorities on the
subject of eurriculum improvement and secured ine
formation through a gquestionnaire from the drop-
outs and graduates who entered high school in
the year 1932.

After analyzing conditions as they are, and
as they should be according to recognized authore
ities, the writer indicates changes already made
in the curriculum and presents suggestions for im=-
proving the curriculum of the Commerce High School.

The writer wishes to acknowledge with grati=-
tude her indebtedness to kiss Vera Jones, Assoc-
iate Professor of Education, Oklahoma Agricultural
and Mechanical College, Stillwater, Oklahoma, for
her helpful suggestions and guidance throughout
this study; to Dr. M. R. Chauncey, Professor of
Education, and J. E. Arendell, Extension Class
Instructor, for their advice and kind cooperation;
and to the graduates and drop-outs who generously

assisted in this project.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
D N
pupil population.”

The procedure for improving and developing the
curriculum of any high school may be through various
methods such as consulting qualified persons in the
commmnity regarding the curriculum and courses of
study; making provision for cooperation with other
educational and social agencies in the community; and
a survey of the community social and economic charace-
teristics. Courses‘af study suggesting content, pro-
cedures, alds and materials for the use and guidance
of teachers, pupils, and administrators must be org-
anized for classroom use. This may be done by study-
ing curriculum material in educational literature, &
study of courses of study from other schools, and a
study of pupil interests and plans. All of these sug=-
gestions necessitate training the teachers for the
task of making changes as need arises.

Through a follow-up study of the graduates and
drop-outs who entered-our high school in the year 1932,
the writer has secured suggestions for improving the
curriculum of the Commerce High School. Since the cur-

A

1 Thomas H. Briggs, Curriculum Problems, P. 49




riculum should be constantly revised and adapted to
prepare students for participation and leadership in
present and future situations, it is evident that a
careful and continuous study should be made of sug-
gestions for improving the curriculum from pupils
leaving or graduating from school.



CHAPTER II
HISTORY OF COMMERCE HIGH SCHOOL

The Commerce High School is located in the central
part of Ottawa County. In 1916, a brick building was
erected which accommodated the first eight grades for
one section of the city. It was in this building where
high school work was offered for the first time in the
year 1917, One room in this building was used for this
class of approximately twelve members. English, algebra,
ancient history, and Latin were the only subjects offered
during this first year. During the second year, two
rooms in the grade building were used for high school
classes. -

A full four year program of high school work was
first offered in the school year 1920-1921. There were
five members in the 1921 graduating class. School records
show that these students received credits in English I,
English II, Americen literature, Latin I, Latin II, phy=-
sical geography, commercial geography, ancient history,
medieval history, American history, sociology, econorics,
algebra, plane geometry, commercial arithmetic, commerci-
al English, general science, drawing, penmanship, and
typing. S

1 Martin, J. W. Personal Interview, November 15, 1939,
2 High School Records, Commerce, Oklahoma



Typing was first offered in the school year 1920=
1921. Five typewriters were purchased, and the class was
taught in the prinecipal's office. Bookkeeping and shorte
hand were offered when some teacher could be employed
who had at least received high school eredit in that par-
ticular subjeet. In the year 1926-1927, a full time
commercial teacher who had a special certificate was em-
ployed.

The class in domestic science (the term used at that
time) was found so expensive and impractical that it was
dropped from the curriculume. Cooking utensils and equip=-
ment for individual service had been purchased for the
department. Girls were taught to prepare fancy foods that
could not be afforded in the average home. After having
learned to prepare food for Just one individual, the girls
were unable to make the necessary changes needed to pre=-
pare the quantity needed for an entire family. Everyone,
including students and patrons, had free access to the
equipment; consequently, it was necessary to buy muech of
it again each year. When the course was again introduced
in 1923-1924 with an enrollment of fifteen girls, $500.00
of the school budget was set aside for the department.
The budget used in former years was used in arriving at
this figure. Only $50.00 of this amount was used. The
course was made more practical and soon became well es-

tablished in the school program. For several years there



have been approximately seveniy-five girls enrolled in
these homemaking elasses. All banquets, including foot=-
ball and junior-senior banquets, are prepared and served
by the girls enrolled in this department. The profit
derived from serving these banguets has been used in buy-
ing more equipment. Today, the department is self main-
taining, and is rated as a very good and fully equipped
homemaking department by the state high school inspection
department.

As Commerce is a city in the largest lead and zinc
mining districet in the world, the population increased
very rapidly; the high school enrolliment inecreasing
accordingly. In 1925-1926, eight years after high school
work was first offered, reports show the high school en=
rollment to be: freshmen 103; sophomores S2; Jjuniors 28;
seniors 22; a total of 205. ¥ It was necessary to use
most of the building which was built for the elementary
grades for high school classes. Temporary frame builde
ings were constructed on the same ground for some of the
elementary grades. Due to this erowded condition, there
were no rooms available for any extra-class activities,
or for use as an auditorium. Students had to assemble
at one of the churches or the theatre in order to have a
stage for presenting any type of program. Fifty percent

3 Accrediting Report, Commerce High School



of the proceeds derived from presentation of plays

and other entertalnment at the theatre was charged
for the use of the building. later, a partition was
removed from between two rooms to make a study hall.

A small stage was constructed, and the study hall was
used for assembly programs. There were no curtains or

scenery of any kind for this stage.

EXTRA=CLASS ACTIVITIES:

Due to the stage inconveniences mentioned in the
previous paragraph, it was very difficult for effect=-
ive work to be accomplished in dramatiecs; however,
much talent was discovered and developed from members
of the student body.

There were several clubs organized such as Spanish,
Home Economics, and Pep Club. These clubs were never
very effective as all meetings were held after school
was dismissed, and the students had the feeling that
they were spending more time than was necessarye.

The TIGER CHAT, the school publication, was first
published ten years agos All of the work on this pub-
lication was done by taking students out of their reg-
ular class, after school hours, and at night. This
paper was published once each month for only two years.
Publication of the TIGER CHAT was begun again two years
ago, and is now published regularly every two weeks.



Several attempts were made at organizing glee
clubs; but due to the fact that there was no special
Ij;“_““mmgig_pgagggg_g@gloyed, not mueh choice of musie, and
practice hours were éfﬁef'school, nothing was accom=
plished. A special music teacher was employed three
years ago, and two hours for glee club practice are
now included in the daily high school schedulee.

Band was first organized six years ago. Each
band member pald a fee of $2.50 each month to a direct=-
or who was not a member of the teaching staff. The band
members managed to keep together, and two years ago a
band director was employed as a regular member of the
teaching staff. Band practice for one hour each day
is now one of the regular class periods.

Basketball was the first sport in which the stu-
dents participated, and was begun in the same year that
high school work was first offered. At first, all games
were played on an outdoor court; later, a store build=
ing with cement floor was used for this purpose. There
was no coach; and the boys played, scheduled their own
games, and furnished transportation to and from the
games. If enough players who were enrolled in high
school were not available, boys and men who had never
been enrolled in high school would play with the team.

Football was first played in the school year 1l9Z1=-
1922. An elementary teacher acted as coach. The foot=-
ball equipment for the eleven players consisted of one



4
head gear and three pairs of football pants.

The Commerce High School has made rapid progress
in its athletic program, having been lLucky Seven Con=
ference champions many times during the past ten years.
Today, the high school has one of the best gymnasiums
and football stadiums to be found in the district. The
players display a high quality of sportsmanship. The
State High Sehool Athletic Association has rated the
Commerce football team for this year as number one.
This decision was made by reports sent in by officials
who officilated all the games played in the Lucky Seven
Conference. Regular gym classes are now offered as a
part of the daily high school schedule.

A new high school bullding was constructed and
completed in the latter part of the school year 1935~
1936« This building gave the students ample room for
class work, extra-class activities, and music. In this
building is one of the best auditorium and gymnasium come
binations that can be found in this district.

School transportation has been furnished for the
last four years to rural students who reside in dis-
tricts where no high schools are maintained. This makes
it possible for a greater number of students to attend
high school«. Two hundred fifty students are now en-
rolled in the Commerce High School.

4 Chesnut, Wyly, Personal Interview, December Z2, 1939.



CHAPTER III
METHOD OF COLLECTING DATA

The high school accreditization report shows that
sixty freshmen were enrolled in the Commerce High School
in the school year 1932-1933. Twenty-eight students
were graduated in 1936, the remaining thirty-two having
dropped out. - Addresses of fifty-six of this number
were obtained and questionnaires sent to each. Forty=-
four of these students responded very promptly in re-
turning them. Twenty-three graduates returned guestion=-
naires, and twenty-one drop-outs responded.

This questionnaire covered subjects taught, pupil
activity, questions concerning guidance, and questions
in general aboul what they liked or disliked most about
their high school. Following is a copy of the question=

naire sent to the graduales and drop-outs:

NAME

Employed: Yyes no

What is the nature of employment?

Are you attending school? yes no

vhat course are you pursuing?
If you did not graduate, why did you leave school?
Lack of interest in school
Diseciplinary difficulties
Family moved awaysceeoscseae
Financial reasonSessecsce
Il_lness-..-.....--.......
Help needed at homee.e.eee
M&rriagen.......u.u...
To &O to WOI‘R..........-. R
what high school subje¢ts have been the least beneficial
to you sinece you left school?

I

1 Aecrediting Report, Commerce High School
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What subjects have been the most beneficial to you since
leaving school?
Would a course in industrial arts have been beneficial
to you? yes no

Would you have liked a course in homemaking? (boys)
yes no

How has the homemaking training which you received in
high school helped you most? (girls)

What subjects would have been ol value Lo you thal were
not offered?

PUPIL ACTIVITIES
What pupil activity gave you greatest satisfaction?

Please check tThe activitlies that you thinik should have

been inecluded in the high school program.
Glee club for boys and girlSesccssccscss
Bam..l.ﬁ.‘.......'...'..l.l..!.vl.IQl...
SChoOl NEeWSPAPEIreseesescccsssssssssccses
Drmtics.-.o-..ltt....Oll-‘...‘...t..... *
Homeroom‘............l....t.l.l.'l'.....
Student participation in Commencement.e..
Any others

|

GUIDANCE
Did you receive satisfactory and helpful information and
advice while in school from the teachers concerning each
of the following:
l. Information concerning choice of school and col-
lege courses? yes no
2. Information concerning qualifications and exe
pectations of various occupations? yes
no

3« Personal problems:
Socialecsss +JE€S
HOM@esoseessyES no
Religious...yes no
Financial...yes no
4. Development and preservation of good health?
yes no

5. Interesting and profitable ways of using
leisure time? yes
6e Davelopment of special talents and interests?

T EffecEIve use ol a library? yes no
What did you like best about your school?

What did you Ilke least about your SChool?




A summary of answers received from the returned
questionnaires is listed in the following tables:

TABLE I
Number employed or in school:
Graduates Drop~outs Total

Number employed..eessGirls 11 9 20
Boys b 3 7 18
Number unemployed «.+.Girls 2 1 3
Boys 0 0 0
Number attending
80.]1001-.....00.0..611‘18 4 0 4
Boys 3 (8] 3
Number not attend=-
ing SChOOJ.nao-aaotGirls 8 14 22
Boys 8 - 15

Reasons for dropping out of school:
Girls Boys Total

lack of interest in school..
Disciplinary difficulties...
Family moved awayeseessesscse
Financial reasonSeccscccsses
IlINneSS csessenssnsssssnosves
Help needed at hom€scevecsee
l[a.rriage-...................
To go U0 WOTrKessesvcesancscnsce

The number of girls employed included those who
were married and keeping a home. The seven boys and
girls who were attending school had part-time employ=-

DWOOOoOWOM
VHOOKHNDOK
POOoOOOON

ment. Our local mining industry offers many opportuni-
ties for unskilled as well as skilled labor. This
fact accounts for all the boys having employment.



TABLE II
Subjects listed as having been most beneficial since

leaving high school:
Graduates Drop-outs Total

commercial..ll.lill...Girls 5 0 5
Boys 6 0 6
HomemaKingeeseessssseeGirls 7 11 18
Boys 0 0 0
mish.............'tﬁirls 2 0 2
Boys ; | 0 1

Subjects listed as having been the least beneficial

since leaving high school:
Graduates Drop-outs Total
Histoﬂ....i.’........sirls 10
Boys
Hathematiﬁs...u......(}irls
Boys
Biolog..'.i"....l.‘.ﬁirls
Boys
CommercialecececseeeesGirls
Boys
Agriculltur€ecesssessseGirls
Boys
Spanish..-...u..-...-(}irls
iy Boys

Students who feel that commercial subjects have
been the most beneficial to them since leaving high
school are those who have continued in school or have

HFDAQDOoOMFOoOODOOO
mumpmhoumms

FRDODDODDOUOGG -2

been employed in some clerieal work. A large majority
of girls have expressed the fact that homemaking has
been the most beneficial to them. This course is more
closely related to their everyday life. Even though
the girl does not have a home of her own, units in
color combination, etec., are beneficial to her.
Methods of presenting history and mathematics in

the past were not as closely related to everyday life



as they are now., This probably accounts for the fact
that so many found these subjects least beneficial.
Several students were placed in agriculture as there
was no room in other classes; consequently they re=-
ceived no benefit from this course. Biology, Spanish,
and commercial subjects are probably considered of lit=-
tle benefit as the students are now occupied in work
vhere these subjects are of little assistance.

TABLE III
HORMEMAKING
Boys who would have liked a course in homemaking:
Graduates Drop-outs Total

VeSseae 6 A4 10
NOssss 5 Ko 8

Ways in which the homemaxing training has helped girls
most: Graduates Drop-outs Total

*Hm workbtooltoiﬁ.t.O-....
*Scwing.....‘...-...no...--
#Value of foods for health.
Neatness and thriftiness..
#Making color combinations.
Worked way through college

with home wWorkeeeesscose
satisfaction of knowing

hw’.............o..o.' 1 0

Homemaking training that girls have felt a need for

0 OB

o COoOKHOM
= 0 FNNB-Q

knowing more about: Graduates Drop-outs Total

QSGwing.........u.u...u
mookm-.........-.......
#Home decoratioNessscscees
*Child. 3&1‘0.--.-..--..-..-

oMK
SITERS
20 ¢ =2

% Jarried.



14

A Boys' Fligquette Club has scrved as a substitute
for a course in homemaking for the boys duriag the past
two years. Special emphasis ie placed upon table manners,
table service, balanced meuwls, and selection of suit=~
able clothing - color combinations, suitability for dif-
ferent occasioné, ebec. Plans have been nmade for &
course in homemaking for boys in the curriculum for the
school yvear 1940-19241.

Sewing, cooking, and general home viork was stressed
as having done the most good and that there was a need
for more of this work; comnseguently, an effort shall be

made to place more of thig werk in the homemaking courses.

TASLE IV
Subjects listed which would have been of value that
were not offered:

Graduates Drop=-outs Total

mdustrial ArLS.seesseseGirTis 0 0 0
Boys 6 4 10
Kechanical Drawlig. ... ..0irls o 0 0
Boys 2 b4 4
Vanual Trainingeesseces e GLTLS 0 o 0
Boys 2 3 6
FrencthesciscescssesssasesGirls O 0 0
~ Boys 1 O 1

Dramatics or Public
SpeakingesessaveseseseaGirls 2 0 2
Boys ¢ 0 0
Ar’tﬁ.llv'ﬂhliﬂsv‘llt..i’l‘.'.Gil’qS O O O
Boys 0 1 1
Advanced MathenalilcSceesGirls 0 0 0
BROyS 2 . 0 2
ChemilstrY esecnsessnasesseGiPls S 0 P
3oys G o ¢
ABPICULLUTC esenesssassaesGirls ] o O
Boys 1 0 1



Graduates Drop-outs Total

SalesmanshiPecsscececsesGirls
Boys

Drafting...'.....‘.....Girls
Boys

MAS1CesesssonsssnecsnssGirls
Boys

In comparihg the subjects listed which would have

1
0
0
2
2
: §

O00O0C0CO0o

HOMNMOOM

been of value had they been offered, the writer found

that the students were occupied at the present time
with some work or school course that called for a

better knowledge of these subjects.

PUPIL ACTIVITIES

Pupil activity giving greatest satisfaction:

15

Graduates Drop=-outs Total

Glee club..lloctncotil..lGirlS

Boys

Student CouncileeecsecessesGirls
Boys

Scholastic EventSeeesesesoGirls
Boys
Athletics‘.l.............Girls
Boys
NewsSpaperesssscsssesssesssGirls
' Boys

Pep Club......l.....I.‘..Girls
Boys

Assembly Progra.ms........(}irls
_ Boys
Dramatics......'.....Q...Girls
Boys

Student Participation
in CommencemEIlt L B ) tGirls
Boys

O OFHOMHODNKFHODFODHOW

CO0 OHOCOOHOOMWOOOOMHO

OH OWOHOWKFHF=NISHFONDKH=IWM

List of activities that should have been included in

high school program:
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Lirls
Boys
Doys

Girls
Boys

Girls

Graduates
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Drop-ocuts
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BUys Z 7
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cipation
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Bovs g 2 10
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Doys & 5 8
During the tinc these students weyre in high
school, the activities listed in the sbove bLable were
gither not functioning at all or for just o smell part
of the tine. For this pesson, & very sncll proportion
of the elass has stated thot they have received any
great satisfocticn from the activities, and & large
number of students have said
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atics, student participation
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currlculus. I past years, several students have asked

to be cxeoused from attending assembly progr bub

this year, DroSrans have been 8o intereste
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TABLE VI
GUIDANCE

(‘"J

Those receiving satisfactory and helpiul inforzation

3

erning cholce of school and college courses

{"7

HE AR

q

.s

Graduvates Drop-cuts Total

Givrls
WA IIN 4 8] 4
NDssssese & 14 22
Boys
3”33 e vas 5 ’ 0 5
Nesssaen 1G] . 10 13

Satisfactory and helpiul infornation and advice concern=
ing qualifications and expectations of varlicus cccupa=

tions:
Graduates Drop-outs Total

Girls
VES asas 3 G bt
1 e s e »a 9 :L‘g: 23

Roys
VeSS aneas 2 D pe
ﬂo.t.'l. 9 7 16

-

Satisfactory and helpful Information and advice concern=
ing personal g r007CNa.

v Graduates Drop-outs Total
SOCLAY ansvssnnessvaGirls

VESanees 8 A 10

Qs vawes 4 8 15
Boys

2B esnes 3 2

no'.'.'.lb 8 S l‘r—

2
, 3
Hafﬂ@.»....g‘.‘....o.ﬁ‘ifls
6
Z0
4

V&S esase 4 =
NGessses O 1z
Boys
VGSesess D 1 ;
4 10 8 6 l‘?t:
?i@li.; }u.a.....-..qlllw
')r{:h)ﬁ“ﬂ & 8 G 2
TOseevse 10 14 24

Boys

T@Sceass 1 % 3
ﬂot.l.“ lo 5 16



Graduates Drop-outs Total
Fina«nCi&lc LB e AR SE .Gif‘ls
y@.s'..... 2 O 2
-nvglt-:olo- lé 1‘51 242“
Boys
V@G annne
NOecercwnr

& o
o
3

-

Satisfactory and helpful information and advice concern=-
ing: Crzductes Drop=-outs Total

Development and pregerve~
tion of good health..Cirls

YeSes 4 1 S
NOsee & 13 21
Doys
TES .. D 1 &
j (o RPN & & 12
Interesting snd profit-
able ways of using
leisure LinCassesseeairls
yes.. 2 0 &
i0s e s j.Q 3."':1? 24
Boys
Yye3.. & 0 b
N0ees 9 7 16

Development of up@bi@l
talents and interests.

Girls..
VeSe. 4 O 4
NOess O 14 z8
Boys
VE8Ses B o b3
i0ess 9 7 16
Bffective use of a
i Dra Ty asaersessnsrsGLrLs
TES ea 5 1 6
N0ess 7 13 20
Boys
yeSse 3 o 3
8 . 5

(iO e e
Pigares btabulated in this table show that very 1lit-
tle ablention was given o problems concerning choice of

fee)

sciwols and college courses, occupabtions, use of libpary,

leisure time, and othar psarsonal problems Since these
students have been gruduated, much has been Gone to help



give the boys and girls ianformation concerning these
problems. Hobby clubs, Boy Scout activities, and other
clubg furnish exploratory opportunities for students

A regular class in Veestional Guidance has bsen placed
in the curriculum. The eclub activitiss and Vocabicnal

Guidanece class will alsc be discussed in the chapler

giving suggestions for improving the curriculum.

, . " " o
WIS FROU iyﬂi IOERAIRE

That students liked tezt about thelr high school:
The friendly, cooperative, and helplul attitude
that existed betwesu btsachers zand punils.
A few of the statenents mzde by students who were grad-
uated or dropped are:
*The cooperation that I received from my iastruct-

ors, and from these who were in charge of the
school.” :

"The demceracy of the student body and the "home=
folknessr of faculity..s
"1 liked best the coopeyution among ithe Laculty
and ctvtelt body as & whoele Lo achieve success
in all Lields.n

ny liked the btsachors and ny ;ellav clasgnates
and the good gpirit that seened o always pre-
vaile®

7 liked the fine school spirit and sincerity of
the teachers.”

tThe ready way the laculty had of coeperatbing with
the student to helpy meke thelr days pleasaut ag
well as helpful,”

to coch seaching stufl and our great
3 to lesrn, we vere aflforded good

o Lo gy oh- & s P T S i

G O ities and such.®

"in addition
opportunitic
entertainnen



20

"T attended four high schools. What I like best
about C. He. S. was the closeness of the teachers
and pupils, and the helpful attitude of the teach=
erse"

"The fine loyalty, sporismanship, and cooperation
of students and teachers.n

What students liked least aboul their school:
Bven though there were many needed improvements
in the high school curriculum, students now look

back upon their high school days as being very
pleasant, and that it was difficult for them to say

what they liked least about their school; however,
a few statements given in answer to this question
are: '

"It just didn't last long enough."

"I did not receive necessary help and information
in planning my vocation."

"At the present I can‘'t think of anything I didn't
like about my schools. In fact, as time goes on,
I become more convinced that it was about the
best time of my life."

"Not enough variety in subjects.”

"Heating equipment, outside toilets, lack of
fountains, and no gymnasium.® (From student who
dropped out of school before new high school
buillding was completed.)

"The indifferent attitude toward their studles;
‘I think they did not exactly understand whatl they
were in high school for. I think at least when
they are seniors, that students should be given
some sort of course which would bring to them
what is expected of them when they go out in any
walk of life. Whether it be business, teaching,
preaching, or even politics, each one of these
demands something that the average young person
cannot fully understand without the aid of those
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who are alresdy up there ﬁemma&&ng it of thez. In
other words, pez}z 58 & course in pracitical iiving

will make hhem reunllize, and in scme instances, strive

harder to reach | slusive goal of perfoction.y

-
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Pezrsonsd. letbers and nobtes fron thyvos of the grad-

- x SN, B - "y P - P, -
uetes glven below soem to give o

e . <. Twe o in 2 I e T AT e . B L e 7 e €LY
ideas given by the mejoerity of punils do thelr casvwersSe.

Tﬁwa,ﬂkmhmw
Fovember 335, 1932
.;Jfl"b - f‘} - J - 5}?0&1 ‘JJ:’,
Comnmerce Higlh Schiool
Commerce, Cklohong

™
g

Dear rs. B p@’l’c"’ .

I recelived your lebter and cusstionncire with a great
eal of »qtuu3¢a sme I have xlﬂleu it out %o the best

of my ability, and, I think, 1t contsins my carnest

and. frank opxu;un and ideas. Perhaps the v may seen
odd te you, but they @re sometning that I had to

learn for myself, and I believe every young person
shiovld know &b lg¢si something asbout then.

I have 6iten wouderex whai b
Of course, I know where scome of Lhem ra, and wh&t
they are uoin;; tut of tha t majority, I Know
nothing. I enjoy reminlscing of my nlgh scaooi days,
and anr looking forwerd Lo our revnion in 1941.

Do vou know most of 5 of eu? clas I
would appreciate (4if ibly find the t
to do so) & 1list of you ke Vc on hmﬂ
Thoenking you very m@u

Yours sincerely,

John L. Butherford, Jr.



Baltimore, Maryland
November 26, 1939

Dear lirs. Speaker:

I received your questionnaire and have an-
swered it to the best of my ability, and hope it
will be satisfactory. I am now employed in the
Social Security 0ffices in Baltimore, and I feel
that in the future my commercial training will be
of more benefit than any of my other studies.

Since I left Commerce, I have lost track of
most of my classmatess I certainly hope it is pos-
sible to carry out the plans for the big class re=-
union in 1941, and I am looking forward to the
event. We are entitled to thirty days leave each
year, end I am hoping it will be possible to come
home next year, or rather in 1941, and ve there
for the reunion.

I hope I have answered all the questions in
the questionnalire satisfactorily, and that it will
serve the purpose for which it 1s intended.

Best wishes to you and to the Commerce High
Schoole.

A former student,

Blmer L. Joiner

Miami, Oklahoma
Dear ¥rs. Speaker:

Goodness, that last question has me stumped.
I can't think of a single thing I liked "least".
Seems like everything 1 can think of was fun or
entertaining, so I'm just going to leave it blank.
I don't feel you'd want me to answer under the eir=-
cunstancess You had better ask some of your pres-
ent pupils that question, because after you leave
school everything you can think of was all right.

Ruth



25

CHAPTER IV

SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVING THE CURRICULUM

The curriculum may be defined as all the experiences
which pupils have while under the direction of the school,
ineluding both classroom and extra-classroom activities.

Answers received from the students show that it is
very evident that one of the greatest improvements in
the high school curriculum should be the organization
and development of a guidance program.

In a small high school, it is impossible to employ
a special guidance director, but the personnel for a guld-
ance program must involve all teachers in the school =
principal, classroom teacher, homeroom teacher, and class
adviser. Based on suggestions received from guestion-
naires and members of the faculty, and from ideas formed
by experience and training, the writer has attempted to
work out a guidance program that may be used effectively
in a small high school.

PROPOSED GUIDANCE PROGRAM FOR COMMERCE HIGH SCHOOL
1. Analysis of Social Conditions in Community

A preliminary study of the social conditions of
the community must be made before any plans can be wise=
ly made in the organization of a guidance program. In
our particular community the majority of the men are em=
ployed in the lead and zinc industry which is considered
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the largest one of its kind in the United States. Cow=
merece, with a population of three thoussnd inhabitants,
is not a typical mining town as it is not in the heart
of the pining district and has no foreigners or negrocs.

The men drive from two to fifteen miles to work each day.

¢

Host of the homes are four and five room modern HoOusSes.

Commeres does not alford many kinds of recreation
during the swmer months; however, it is four miles
from ¥iamil where & swimming pool, £004 plcutre showus,
and tennis courts are available. DBus service between
those towns make these forms of recreation accessible
to practically all boys and girls.

At the present time the average wage per weex is
aboult twenty-one dollars. HNaturally, the assumpiion
would be that few boys and girls could attend college
with sueh a low wage prevalling; but due to the fact
that Northeastern Junior College and State Businesss
College are located at ¥ianmi, an unusually large number
of students attend colliege.

Tuberculosis is prevalent among older men who have
worked under ground for years. Qther than this particu-
lar disease, the health conditions are much above the
2Verage.

The moral and social conditions in this communivy
are far above those of moét mining towns. There has

been petty theivery, but none serious enough to Jjustify



conviction. City juvenile delinquency records show that
no boy has ever been sent to the reformatory from Coms

1
HNerce. Host of the social life is furnished by four

chureh organizations, the school, and one theatre.

ITI. gGeneral Plan of Guidance Program.

After having made g study of the community life,
& study must be made of the school situsiion = the
personal qualities of teachers, their hobbies, ability
to counsel, their contacts with pupils, parents, and
others, thelr attitude toward itheir work, and their
- position in the communiby. The opportunities offered
puplls through various courses of situdy, choices of
electives, informal school activities, library, gZyn-
nagium, and special departments are sll considered.

in our program we shall strive to;

1. Discover the pupil as an individual.

2. Inform him about his possibilities.
3« Counsel and assist him Lo make wise choices

and adjustments to various types of problens
which they must meet -« educational, vocation
al, healith, moral, socizl, civiec, and person=
ala

4, To assist in placement snd give as much

follow-up service as is possible.

1l City Records, Commerce, (klshoms
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PRINCIPAL

The prineipal nust plen and supervise the pro-
gram. Development of program studies and extra cupr-
ricular activities and flexibility of administrastive
organization and practices all coanbribute in a way
to guldance. The principal has the entire respon-
glbility, subject to approval by the supsrintendent,
for the effectiveness of the program. The priucipal
must convince the teachers of the wisdom and validity_
of the guidance program. This has been sccomplished
in our high school through & cooperative study of sec=

ondary standards set up in the Fvaluative Criteria.

Several pamphlels containing informetion in the man~

ual, Evaluative Criteria, were given to the teachers.

These were read and were discussed in regular faculty
meetings. This study has been an éexcellent method in
stimilating cultural growth of the teachers.

The principal studies and treats problem cases
referred by classroon teacher, homeroom teacher, and

advisers.

CLASSROCH TEACHUR

The classroom teachert's part in the guldonce pro=
gram is obvicus. In spite of the faet that she has
certain limitavions, there 1s o grest desl that she
can do through teaching the regular subjects.

Some graduztes and drop-outs expressed thelr opinion
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that history and mathematics were of no value to them,
Because of certain requirements from the State Departe—
ment of Educatlion for acgreditin@ high schools, it is
necessary to include certain subjects in the curriculum
even though puplls express their desire of leaving them
out of the curriculum. Bach member of the staff feels
that 1t is her or his duty to relate these subjeets to
life situations and make then so lnteresting that sp-
preciaéion is developed for these subjects. |

A balanced curriculum is very essentizsl to give
the pupil a correct balance of life work opportunities.
The curriculur offering of the high school has a great
influence on é pupilst choices both in regard to his
educational and vocational futures. There are the sube
Jeets vhich must be offered to students who plan to enter
college. an effort is made to present these subjects
in such a way that the students learn to value them as
important, as well as having filled requirements for
entering college. Several students have stated thatl
they would like to have had a course in spelling. Since
high school credit cannot be given in this subject, each
classroom teacher is asked to cowbine thelir efforts in
stressing spelling within every course taught.

As many elective courses as can be offered are in-
cluded in our high school schedule. Qccupational courses

in the small high school can best be offered throush
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courses wnich have already besn established. Courses
in vocational agriculture, industrial arts, and home-
making give definite training in work very closely re-
lated to certain types of occupation. A course in
vocational guildance has been placed in our curriculum
this last semester. A description of this course is
given in discussing our vecational guidance program.

A course in homemaking for boys is to be placed
in the curriculum for next school year. Changing home
conditions make it Imperative that all members of the
amily regardless of seX, have an appreciation and under-
standing oi the meaning of the home and the famnily 1n 1ts
soeiological, economic, psychologieal, and épiritual
aspects., If the basic purpose of the family is to
serve the highest aims of society, it 1s necessary that
all membars of the fanily haﬁe & comnon appreciation and
understanding of the mesning of family life., It is our
purpose in offering this course in homemaking for boys,
to present materials relating to the home living of Dboys
at the secondary school level and meet these individual
needs. This course may also contribute to pre~vocatioa§l
training and guidance in occupation for men.

Qur commercial courses prepare the students for
voecational service, and teach them to appreclate the part
business plays in the every day life of the individual.

They, btoo, furnish training which is very helpful in
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aiding students Lo finance their way throuzh college.
At the present time, courses in boolkkeeping, shorthand,
typing, commercisl law, and commercisl opr advanecsd arithe-
netic are offered in the curriculum. Pl&ns have been
made for intreducing a course in general business troine
ing and & second course in typing for next school year.
Classroom teachers are cncouraged te provide fo;
individual difference in teaching her subjects 1n order
to arouse Interssts and develop right atititudes, and to

give remedicl instruction when necessary.

HOUERCOE TEACHER

Since the homeroom is one of the most significant
units in guidence, we plan Lo organize one 1n order that
we may develop deslrable pupil-teacher relationship; and
assist in guidance of pupils.

In the organization of our homerocom program we
plan to:

l. Discuss ideals and purposes of howmeroom organs

ization.

2. Participate in contests and drives which foster

school activities of a major nature.

S« Distribute school notices.

4. Prepare programs for sssembly.

5. Develop hobbies,

6. Study timely or especially interesting topies

such as Education Week, Good English Week, Safeby
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Drives, and current soecial probleoms.

7s Particlipate in intramaral spol
general activities.

8. Discuss atiendance and punctualily reguirements.

9. Discuss couvrses offcered by school and scholar-~
ship requirements.

10+ Teach students how to use library.

It is the desire of the adminisiration to select

65}

teachers for sponsoring the homerooms who are:

1. Interested in the wellare of the individuna

pupil,

a

« Capable of counseling pupil in choilce of currics-

Lo

ulum, subjects, sechool, extra-~class activities,
interests, and hobbles.

3. Rfficient in keeping records, reports, and abe
tendance.

4. Willing to cooperate with classroow teachers,

the administratlon, and other homeroom teachers.

CLASS ADVISER

An effort is made by the principal to select class
advisers whom pupils seek for advice and nelp; those
that have spirit of service to pupils, and will not be-
tray confidence. FPor the sake of grester economy and in
order that every pupil receive some guldance assisbance,

group instruction is given as well as individual counsels



ing. It 1s the duty of the c¢lass adviser to aid in the
orientation of pupils to new school situations. This
is accomplished through methods just mentioned as well

as through the use of bulletins or handbooks.

OCCUPATIONAL GUIDANCE

Information regarding occupation 1is necessary for
pupils before & wise choice of a voeational objective
can be made. This information should include all fields
of the worldt*s work without placing particular stress
upon any one field. Quxr problem is not only to intro-
duce new material, but to utilize the entire work of
the school organized for general educational purposes;
whenever it is possible, we must use the occupational
approach to vitalize and wotivate, and make more ef-
ficient all school work.

Some of our specific aims in vocational guldance
may be stated as follows:

1, To assist the student to acquire such knowledge
of the characteristics and functions, the duties and re-
wards of the group of occupations within which his choice
will probably lie.

2. To enable the student to find what general and
specific abilities, skills, ebe., are reguired for the
group of occupations under consideratiocn and what are

the gqualifications as to age, sex, and preparation for

¥
entering them.



3
oo

3. To give opportunity for experiences in school
that will give certain faéts about conditions of work
and thet will assist the individual to discover nis own
abilities and develep wider interests.

- 4. To develep in the student the point of view that
all honest labor is worthy and that choice of oceupaticn
should be based upon the peculiar service that the in=- “
dlvidual can render Lo sceiety; upon personal satisflacw
tion In the occupation; and upon ability, possibility
of advancement, and the like.

5., To assist econonically handicapped children who
are above the compulsory attendance age as well as col=-
lege students to secure, through public or private funds,
scholarships or other financial assistance so that they
may have opportunities for further e&ucation in accords
ance with their vocational plan.

6. To assist the student to secure a kanowledge of
the faeilities offered by the various educational ine-
gtitutions for vocational training and the requiremsents
for adaission to them, the length of training offered,
and the cost of attendance.

7+ To help the Worker to adjust himsell to the oec~-
eupation in which he is engaged; bto assist hin to under-
stand his relationships to workers in hiis own snd re=
lated occupations and to socliely as & whole.,

8. To enable the student to secure relisble informe



ation avout the danger of short cuts to fortmae‘thfou@hﬁ

short training courses as represcnted by current ad-
vertisements.

Fethods used in vocational guidonce are through
regular elass instructicn, exploration and try-out, znd
counseling. The general subjecis are now modified and
used for vocational guldance purposes. O0Other methods
of iastruction are: material in supplementary reade
ing, Bnglish composition, industrial arts, vocaticnal
civics, wmotlion piectures, radio, blographies, assembly
programs, club aetivities, and library.

Vocational Guidance Class

A course in vocaltional guidance has been placed
in our high schiool curriculun this past sewester. Nuch
time is given to spelling, enriching pupils?t voecabulary,
and review of grammar. All this is interrelated with
vecational information. A high schicol gpeller, English
workvbooks, and Words at Uork are used as sources of
material for spelling, vocabulary, and grommals.

Materizls from varicus sources on occupational in-

-
o
&
<3

formation are also available oy use in this c¢lass

are Qecupabtions, a monthly magaziane, and Your Fubure, a

weekly newspaper. The neu Cceupational Information and
Guidance Service established in the United States (ifice

of Bducation offers three fields of service which are:

o .4 2. o -SR]
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Another

Permanent inveantory of the individual who is
to pursue one ¢f these occupations.

g2

Promotion of conscliousness of the accd of oce
cupational information and general guldance

as an integral part of school progroms.

e

source of materisl which has beon very beneficial

in condueting this course is a new service, the Qceupa=-

ot

ionad Information Systenm, glven by the Science Rg~

sgarch Asseciates of Chicago which offers z six point

plon as follows:

1.

n
L

4.

Vocational Trends, a monthly magazine of occupa-

Ne

tional Tacts and forscasts. Material for this
magazine cones fron the rescarch centers of

the noticn, from fact-finding cgeneies, and from
importont government, business, aand professioncl

SOUICCS .

Oecupational Meonographs lfurnish monthly rescarch

studics of basic trends and characteristics of
an important iandustry, trade or profession.
These monogrophs provide the basis for o grove
ing occupational library.

Voeational Guide gives o montihly index and se-

lection of the begt current ccecupaticnsl liter-

o Je i,
SLUITE .

Reprint and Abstract Service gives monthlly re-

fod

productions of helpful oceupaticnal informetion



which cppears only in obscure reports not read-
Llj vailable.

slec Ceceupational Plans, & cuarterly poritfolio,

€5
.
t’i’:’

gives suggestions for «ifTactive use of occupa-
tionzl information.

£

6. BRosecgreh Dopartment answers individual requestis.

In addition to meterisl slready mentioned as being
uged in this c¢loss, axperts and spealisrs reprssenting
various occupetlons and guidance problems speak (0 moms
bers of this class which is composed of thirty-iwo
seniors. Following is an article concerninz this class

which has veen published in the TIGER CHAT, our school

VOCATIONAL GUIDAE

5 CLASE

wThe veeationel guidance class has had the op=-
portunity to listes to two very beneficial lectures
the past week., Iiss Vera Jones,. Associate Profes-
sor of Bducatlon at & & U Gollcgc; ﬁtillvqt&r,
tallied o the students aboutl bﬂlubb thet they as
freshmnen entering college should low.

Howard Scott, county superivntenient of sehools,
gave an interesting talk before the class on the re-
quirencnts for entrance into, snd life in the United
States Navel and Military Academles. The vocation-
al training offcered to those who snlist in the
United States Army and MNavy was also explained to
the students. ,

This course is being offered in the high school
curriculun for the first timc.s DSome asuthorities
on different veoecations will speak to the class, snd
field trips to various industries will be made. In
addition to information conceraning various vocations
in which students may be inleresten, special empha-
sis is placed on upeilinj, vccubuie:y, and granmsri

TN

The teacher for this courss hes had several years

£ TIGER CHAT, Commerce High 3chool, Vol. II, Ho. 9
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experience with high school boys and girls as well as
special trainiang in guidance at A & ¥ College, Still-
water. It was discovered in regular class vork one

day thal three~fourths of the members had never ridden
on & train. Plans were immedistely begun which would
furnish the students an opportunity to ride on a train
a5 well as gain additvicnal information about industries
and vncatiohs. After studying schedulss, it was found
that the c¢lass could leave piawi at noon on one of the
most modern strear=line trains and arrive in Vianlita at
12:32 P, ¥, Tor & fare of fifty-four cents. Furiher
investigation showed that they could leave Vinita at

7 P, . on one of the most modern Greyhound busses, and
arrive in Comumerce for fifty-four cents, a reduction of
ten percent from the usual fare. A letier wes writien
to the Secretary of Chamber of Commcrc ¢, Vinita, Oklahoms.
Fe was told of the educational and industrisl tour the
vocational class was planning Lo make, and that they were
interested in observing the di ffepent vocations and oce
‘cupations involved in mainteining the Zastern Oklalioms
Hospital which is located northeast of Vinita. In
addition to what the class sugsested, the Chamber of
Comneree was very eager to btake the members of the class
to view the.new $£0,000,000 hydro-electric project near-
1y eompleted which is approximately twenty-five umiles

southezst of Vinite. Definite plans were nude and the
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date set for this trip as April lst. There were
twelve gseniors vho were not able to arrange their
schedule so that they mizght eanroll in this class, and
they were invited to make the trip with the c¢lass.
Pollowing 15 a copy of two letters showing how eager
all were Lo cooperate with us in making this tour well

worth the price of $1.08 To each studeat.

Vinita, Cklahom
Yarch 20, 1940

Mrs. 4. Je Spesker, Principal
Commeree High School
Commerce, Oklahoma

Deay Hrs. Speaker:

Since writing you Harch 1l6th, we have nade arrange-
nents with Dr. F. ¥. Adans, Superintendent of the
Bastern Cklabhome Hospital, for your vocational zulde-
ance class to visit that institution at 1:00 P, Ii.
Menday, April lst.

Cars for traansportation will be furnished by lir.
Je« He Tresler, choirman of the traasportation com-
mittee of the Vinita Chamber of Commerce, and upon
your arrival in Vinita, these ears will talke your
group direct to the hospital three miles northeast
of town.

After completing the tour at the hospital which Dr.
Adams advises will take approximstely two hours, if

it will be agreeable with yvou to do so, we will drive
down to the Grand River Dam southeast of Vinita so
your class can view this $20,000,000.00 hydro-electric
project, now nearly compleled.

Unless we hear from you to the controry, we will meetb
vou and your class of forty membors here at the Frisco
station 12:382 P, Il. April lst, and if there is any=-
thing we c¢an do to make this trip nmore enjoyable,
plesse advise.



Thanking you for this opportunity to serve you, we
remain,

Yours sincerely,
Vinita Chamber of Commerce

Clarence E. Martin, Secretary

Joplin, Missouri
March 5, 1940

Mrs. Ae Je Speaker, Principal
Commerce High School
Commerce, Oklahoma

Dear lirs. Speaker:

Returning to the office I find a memo on my
deskk from our agent at Miami, in connection with
a g;oposal to accomodate about forty adults for
a trip from NMiami to Vinita when we inaugurate
our streamlined equipment.

We are very much interested in this plan, and
am handling with our general passenger agent to
determine if he can provide perhaps a week's ad=
vance notice as to when equipment will be ready
for service, assuming that this amount of time
will, perhaps, be needed for you to get your party
ready.

I will write you again just as soon as I hear
from the general office. Thank you very much for
g:ur inquiry, and am sure our people will be very

ppy to take care of your group. You may expect
to hear from me again very shortly.

With very best wishes, I am,
Sincerely yours,

Je E. Springer



The ip was made on Apyil lst, end the students

declared it was one of the most eventiul and enjoyable

btrips that they had ever btaken. Following cre some

pictures taken on the Lrip and arxticles b

-

sl Dadlly Hews Record conceraning the bour:

TOMORROYV T0 VINITA

e o
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Since a lapge number in hep VOL;u«OTEl guidance
elass hadon't ever teken a frein ride, Hrs. A. J.
naeake*, Commnarce h gchool princinal, daelded
the best way Lo glve them this new experience
would bo to teavel oz a streamliner. 8o forty
pupils of the class will board the Frisco raile-
road s wFirefly® here al aocon Monday and take a
‘hz’un to Vinita.

Thile in Vindite, the students will vislt the
state hosplial agd in pid-alternoo w“l k@ a
trip to the Pensscola Asm, the o

nsoarh On DAy

inz been siy a2l by the Vicita € A ﬁf CO¢ﬂ rce
For the retu 1 Journey, the students will beard o
Greyhound bug at VJ.”LL ta‘ v
In the voc"”lon@l 1&‘“ s, Hrs. Sp;wk"
emphasizes SDOllLJL, vac irills, and grammar
revicw. From time to tive, she C“775 wpon district
bhusiness men Lo discuss various ocoupa ELJﬂs with

her students. In these tolks, the students find

‘out job gualifiesticns and possibllities for Tue

ture aemployment.

viend Dally Hews Record, Vol. XXXVII, Ho. 235
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COMMERCE PUPILS RIDE 'FIREFLY®

Many of the forty members of the Commerce high
school vocational guidance c¢lass had never ridden
on a train when this photograph was taken; but a
moment later, accompanied by their teacher, lrs.

A. Je Speaker, they were en route to Vinita on
the Frisco's new "Firefly" train. In Vinita,
they visited the eastern Oklahoma State Hospital.
After a trip to the Pensacola dam, fhey returned
to their homes on a Greyhound buse. “

4 Miami Daily News Record, Vol. XXXVII, No. 238
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PUPIL ACTIVITY PROGRAL

The pupil activity program shouvld aim to prepare
the student for life in a democracy; develop ability
in leadersiiip; teach cooperation; increase interest of
the student in the school; foster semﬁim;ﬂts of law
and order; and develop special abilities. The main
purpose of education is to make good citizens. The
good citizen 1s an individual who not only has know-
ledge, ideals, asnd attitudes; but who also has worthy
habits. Hablts are developed only by practice. It
is for this reason that the administration and mem=-
bers of the staff strive to make the extra curricular
activities in Commerce High School offef nany sueh

opportunities and help motivate the regular work of

the school. Qur activity progrom has been made supe-

plenentary to and integrated with classroom zctivities
rather than a separate and distinet part of our school
life. It is characterized by pupil initisative and pro=-
vides abundant opportunity for expansion and enrichment
of pupil interesis. We aim for our program Lo pro-
mote & better understanding and cooperation between
school, home, and community. These extra-class active
ities are given scheol time in the regular progrem. All
students are encouraged to participate in the pupil ac-
tivity program.

o two students are alike in physieal, wmental, or

social characteristics, and hence any school pro=-
gram should provide for the cducation of individe
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usls of @iffgrent interests, eptitudes, and cap~-
apilitieg.r <

Bach orgenization in ocur high school has one carew
fully sclected faculty sponsor. 4 regular time and
place of meeting is schaduled in the school's weekly
or monthly program. Zach organization pléms its pro=-

groms and activities.

The School Assembly

Qur school assembly is as carefully planned
as any other activity about the school. The main pur~
pose of ocur assembly period is educational - having |
definite entertainment, instructional, culbural, and
ingpirational valuas. The progroams are in a large part
glven by pupils and pupil organizations. The senlors
always have cherge of an opening exercise which in-
cludes‘saluting flag, patriotic song, school creed,
school zong, devotional reaﬁing, and prayer. The ase-
sembly is then turned over to the master of cercmonies.

fur assemblies are planned so as to gecure par-
ticipation and contribution of meny and not of o few.
The programns are characterized by a variety of methods
in presentotion, such as dramatization, exhibits, music,

stimlating the erentive ability of

w

and speaking; thu
pupile. Correct sudience habits such os reasonable ap-
plouse, courteous atiention to performers, and no dis-

turbsnee ore stressed and develcoped.

5 Varry C. ¥efown, Bxbroacuryiliculsr Activitvies, pe. &
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School Clubs

The main purposes of the school club are to widen

and deepen the ronge of pupil interests and oncourage

1551
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self-ezpression in a variety of ways such 28 musical,
athletic, literary, artistic, inventive, and construct-
ive. The school club prescents & broader opportunily
for developing leadership, the ability to get along
with poople, perliementary practices, business manage=
menb, chc. |

ur club activities broaden ths exploratory op-
portunities of the school, and develop latent sunlities
of pupils which might not be discovered otherwise. The
Boy Scouts, 8 naticnal organigation, 18 spoasorsd 88

an extra-curricular activity in the school. ITastruc-

b

o

;ion 1s given in: (1) Use of hand tools and their
care. (8) Wood turning and other lathe work. (3)

Seroll and Jigsaw work. (4) Wood carving. (&) 3imple

[

cme electrical repairs and wiring. (£) S8afely precau-
tions in the wse of all apparstus. This orgenization
has made seven tables for use in various'roams of the
gchools. In addition to this they have: (1) Rewired
the Junior high bullding. (8) Installed thres electric
bells. (3) Set glass in o oumber of windows. (4) liade
book shelves for grade rooms. (8) Hemoved szow from
school walks. (6) lade wodels ol telegraph, tolephones,

aand radios (also the real leCoy article) all of which



have been used in the science department.
The Camera Club has been a favorite club of
our "Hobby for Everyone" program. Instruction is give
én in: (1) Technique of taking good pictures. (2) Simple
repairs of photographic apparatus. (3) Developing and
printing of roll film. (4) Construction of printing
and drying apparatus. (5) Taking and projection of home
movies. (6) Mounting and caring for printed pictures.
our Radio Club includes those members who want
further instruction in radio and electricity. There
are about fifteen members, two of whom as a result
of instruction received, are government licensed an=
ateur operators. The instruction in this elub in-
cludes: (1) Fundamentals of electrical theory. (2)
Construction of receiving apparatus. (3) Internation=
al coﬁe. (4) Construction and operation of radio transe
mitting apparatus. (5) How to pass government license

test to operate a radio amateur station.

Dramatics
It is now possible for the small high school to

take advantage of the many interscholastic competitions
in all kinds of speech events. During this school

year we have entered speech meets at Shawnee, Qklahoma
City, and Tahlequah, Oklahoma; and Joplin, Springfield,
and Bolivar, Missouri. Following is an article concern=
ing the Speech lMeet at Tahlequah:



DEBATERS FROM
COMMERCE WIN

Take First in Class B at
Tahlequah=-Niami High
Second in Class A

Commerce high school debaters won the
district debate ionship for Class B
schools in the forensic tournament at
Tahlequah Saturday, and took the sweepstakes
trophy in speech events.

The winning debate team was composed of
Clara Jean licFall and Vella Ray. In their
march to the finals, the Ottawa countians de-
feated Tahlequah, Stigler, Fort Gibson, Wag-
oner, Sallisaw, and Bluejacket. There were
28 teams competing for the trophyessscsss

In other speech events, the Commerce
students passed their division. Charlotte
Phelps won first in standard oratory; Vella
Ray, first in dramatic declamation; Margie
Simmons, second in humorous declamation;
Clara Jean lcFall, second in extemporaneous
sg:aking; and the one-act play won fourth
b CCesasvannsnse

There were more than 20 participants in
each activity. ©

This school year we have revived debating after a
lapse of several years and even with an inexperienced
team, the results have been invaluable. In their
first tournament, one girl won a poetry reading con-
test from a field of eighteen entries, and another
spoke in the finals of a radio speaking contest that
had thirty-two original competitors. Entries were
made from the public speaking class which has also
been placed in the curriculum for the first time in

four years.

6 Miami Daily News Record, Vol. XXXVII, NO. 233



Husic

For the past three years, we have

time music teacher.
ized
gchednule.
are piven crediiv toward graduatlion.
A univers

sponsored by colleges an

ents Lo become participants in musical

£
A

last school year, eighty-five students

and have been given a place in the

Participants in band, chorus,

employed & fullw

Glee clubs are delinitely organe

daily prograzm

and erchestra

Mine Arts Contests

 encourage stude
organizations.

were antered in

music contests of Tahlecguah Qur band wos given an X
and went to the stote meet at Stillwater.

callent rating

our mnixed chorus was sclected ag an

state meet. This vear, one hundred

altemate to the

twenty~five students

were enbered in music conbests at Tehleguah

Athletics
Activity in athletices 1s

ary schaals, Hany boys and

tinue in school because of interest in

Al

Tind bhﬂlr life work in

it
its.

sports purs

Athletices has been organized on a

gym classés have been placed in the @ale pro Pam.

maral sports and games 1in woleh nearly

ticipate &8 possivle are encouraged.

which have the grestest value in terms

most common to all second~

girls are stimulabed o con-

athletiec activ-

athletic and

mass ha « TWO
Intra-

all the puplls par-

Those activities

of health, phys-

ical vigor, and interesc for later life are spoasored -

basketball, football, softball,

e, g
- waey el
t [=AR

ey oy (1 R
and tennis.



Championship tournamonts and contests in which only

@&

a few oulstanding players may participate will probably
always be with us sinece the public scems to d

emand it;
consequently, the remaining studsants are tought Lo be
good sportsmen, with the development of leadership,
loyalty, seli-control, and cooperation. Qur football
team has not been cdefected by any Oklahoma team for the
past two years. Classen Pigh School of Oklahomz City

s

88 asked the Commercs tesnm to compete with them in

)

game next season since they too have not been defeated
by any Qklahowa tesm feor the past two years.

Sechool Publiication

After having been without & school newspaper for
several years the TIGER CHAT was published again last
school yoar. Particular avtention is given to Gevelopw
ing a sense of responsibility on the part of the pupils
for what they say in thelr publications and the way they
say it. rPublicantions foster sell-erpressicn and creative
work on the part of pupils znd develop cordial relations
with other schools by r@pOﬁtiﬂg.cutstan,

Finence of Pupil Aectivitles

All funds handied by or for pupil activiity organi-
zations are considered a part of one general pupil active
ity unﬁeé the supcrvision of the coumercial teacher.

Tees for admission are low enough Lo permit practically

all pupiles to sttend school entertalinmentis oOr FamnesS.



The price to all baslkothzll and football gomces and

enterteinments is never more than tuen cants for our
students. I the studont does not have Tthe price of

adulssion, he knows that he can be admitted oy cgree=-
ing to bring it al o later date. Through this prace-

tice wo have practically abolished the "slipping in®

hobit, and esch student is mede to feel that he is

EaE -

rated equally with others. It is very seldom that

3

any student fells to meet this obligation.

LETCURE-T THE GUIDATGE

leisure~time activities include hobhies, avoe

2

cations, snorts and recyestlion, reading, wusic, arts

1

crafts, and the entire ronse of creative work. These

- -

activities arc closely related to the organized cur-

&

riculum of our high school, the various forns of stude-

ent clubs and activities of the
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ing much to preporation for cheice of leisure~tine

An efforb is made to make the scheol library a
center of the eduecatlonnl 1ifc of our high schoocl. Its
hooks and Dbrfﬁdijl are chosen in the light of specif-
ic aims and purposcs of the school. Ztudents are encour-

03

aged to make use of lelsure time, snﬁ nrich thoir ex-

periences in various subjecls. Pupily [ind the library

a profitable center for classroom preporations as well
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as for recreational and leisurc reading.
The librarisn's responsibilities with respeet L0

other gtaff mombers and the pupils include an unders.

o

standing of the school's philosophy, aims, and progroms

of eduecation. Our librarisn has & faculty status

4]

[N

equal to that of other faculty members and is ellowed
adeguate time for library duties. He has two student
assistants each hour in the day. He sequaints the
teachers and pupils of the library with its proper and
effective use, thelir attention being called to articles
or new books that may be Interesting.

Library funds are apportioned to purchsse new

books and periodicals as well as for repairing old ones.

TESTING PROGRAN

Tests are invaeluable instruments in guidance. In
spite of the fact that our present testing program 1is
not entirely adequaie to meet our needs, it is an en-
couraging part of our educational program. Standardized
tests are given at the begloning and closc of each
school term. Achicvement of one person can bs compared
with that of others and with averages of groups, and
gven his own previous achlevement will help in diagnos-

ing his points of strength and weakness.

COMULATIVE RECORDS

The high school principal is responsible for keepe
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ing the records, and records only those facts that will
be used. Informgtion given in the records is regarded
by everyone a3 conlidentizl ond never bacomes a subjeelb
of gossip. Extra class activities are to be made o
part of the rocord system this school yesr as it is the
first time that they have been included in the doily

high sechool schedule.

PLACENENT AND FOLLOW=UP

Placement is that phase of the guldance progrom

nich seeks to facilitate the continued progress of the
pupil when the c¢lassroon ceases to be the appropriate
ageney for further development. The satisfactory oc-
cupational adjustment of a pupil leaving school 18 one
off the most important steps in his carcer. IL is our
desire to give the pupils this assistance. The follow=-
up of school placements will in btime indicate desirable
changes in the school currlculun by discovering dlscrep-
ancies between school training and the demands of en=-
ployment. It 1s the connecting link between school and
occupational 1ife and will provide an opportunity for
counseling thosce who wish to return to school or con=-

tinue thelr education through evening or other courses.

EFFECTIVE DEVELOPEZIT OF GUIDANCE PROGRALL
The development of an effective guidance progr

mst be very gradusl. Plrst, the philosophy and Ob-

Jectives of the school should bb referred to often and
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discussed. Bvery bteacher must be in training and
remain in training. In-service training of teachers
coen be developed by sunmer courses, articles on guid=-
ance in books and magazinas; faculty meetings, and
study groups. The introduction of the guldance pro-
gram to the pupils should also be gradual. Infor- |
mation concerning the program nay be given to the stud-
ents through the principal, classroom teacher, home-
room teacher, elass adviser, librarian, znd extf&-

¢lass activities.

SCHOOL PLANT

gur new high school building was completed in
1936, and has been an important faetor in improving
many unsatisfact@ry conditions in our sciicol prograu.
The building affords proper illumination, a proper
condition of air and temperature throughout, and pro=-
vides adegquate toilet and lavatory facilities. Our
custodian was referred to in the report {frowm tihe high
school. inspector as be@ng very efficient. This cre-~
étes in the students & pride which influences then

to help protect school property.
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CHAPTER V
SUNMMARY

In making this study, an attempt has been made
to offer suggestions for improving the curriculum of
the Commerce High School. Several methods have been
used in accomplishing this with emphasis being placed
upon suggestions received through a follow-up study
of the graduates and drop-outs who entered our high
school in 1932, A brief sketeh of the history and
development of Commerce High School since its organ-
ization has been given. Questionnaires were seant
to the graduates and drop-outs. Tables have been
made, tapulating the information received from these
questlionnaires.

First, students indicated that they never received
helpful information concerning choice of schools, col=-
lege courses, occupations, use of library, leisure
time, and personal problems. Second, that glee clubs,
band, school newspaper, dramatics, student participa-
tion in commencement, and other extra-curricular active
ities should be included in the high school programe.
Third, students felt that there should be a greater
variety of classroom subjects offerei, and that history
and mathematies were the least beneficial of all sub-
Jects.

After having made a careful study of the answers
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given to guestions asked the graduates and drop-outs,
the writer felt that there was a greabt need for z well
developed and efficient guidance program, and that

the curriculum of the high school could be improved
through the organization of such a progran. The pro=-
pogsed guidance program includes the introduction of

a class in voeational guidance, as well as other methe
ods of giving oeccupaticnal information to the students,
and a more complete pupil activity ﬁrogr&ﬁ-' The ac=
tivity program should be constantly interrelated with
the classroom program, and promote the needs of the ine-
dividual uand of society. BSuggestions have been made
for relating subject-uatter fields whiich already have
& place in the curriculum to life situations. The
pupils® scope of interests should be broadened by ad-
ding new subjects to the curriculunm as rapidly as it

is possible to do so0.
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