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1. Blographical Background

From some of her very earliest novels down to her last
published one, Willa Cather has evinced a decided interest
in foreign people and the culture they have brought to
America. The purpose of this thesis will be to determine
the extent and significance of her preoccupation with
foreign culture.

It is not necessary to look very far into Miss Cather's
life story to discover the source of her interest in foreign
people and the reason for her desire to depict their racial
characteristics. When she was just eight years of age, she
moved with her parents from the farm near VWinchester, Vir-
ginia, where she was born, to a ranch near Red Cloud, Ne-
braska. This act of transplanting a sensitive and thought-
ful child and setting her down in the vast, formative
prairie country had a great influence in determining the
sub ject matter that should dominate her writings. Such an
imaginative child as she was could never be bored in a com-
munity like that near Red Cloud, where, as she said, the
life of every family was like that of the Swiss Family
Robinson. The eternal struggle of the pioneers was adven-

ture and excitement to her.lt

lAnonymoun, "A Blographical Sketch," Xmnopf Pamphlet, p. 2.



The population near Red Cloud was largely composed of
Danes, Norweglans, Bohemians, Germans, and a few Russians.
A 1little farther north was the prosperous French-Canadian
colony of St. Anne. Willa Cather spent hours riding on her
pony about the country and getting acquainted with this
strange mixture of people. She listened attentively to
thelir conversations and was fascinated by their personali-
ties.2
In this way she picked up the first, and to her the
most valuable, material for her writing. She says that the
first two years on the ranch were probably more important
to her as a writer than any that came afterward.
Every story I have written since then has been the
recollection of some childhood experience, of some-
thing that touched me as a youngster. You must
know a subjJect as a child . . . to instill into it,
in a story, the true feeling.®

In another place she reiterates:
I think that most of the basic material a writer
works with is acquired betbrz the age of fifteen.
That's the important period.

During this "important period,” these "more formative
years," foreign neighbors interested her far more than the
Americans. To her they were "like the daubs of color on a

painter's palette.” She used to think them underrated and

2Latrobe Carroll, "Willa Sibert Cather," The Bookman, LIII
(May, 1921), 212.

SGrant Overton, The Women Who Make Our Novels, p. 261.

4L. Carroll, op. eit., p. 214.



wanted to explain them to their neighbors. Their stories
used to go round and round in her head at night. "With me,"
she says, "this was the initial impulse."d

Her first efforts in fiction were reflections of this
influence. Vhen she had completed her high school work in
Red Cloud, she went to the University of Nebraska, where
she took her degree in 1895.% While she was there some of
the compositions she wrote were "perfectly honest but very
clumsy attempts to give the story of scme of the Scandi-
navian and Bohemian settlers."”

For a number of years following her graduation she
wrote very little. During this period she worked on a
newspaper, taught school, served on the staff of MecClure's
Magazine, and traveled extensively in Europe and in the
West. Much of this time she was consciously acquiring ex-
perience for her writing.

Eighteen years after her graduation, she published
O Pioneers (1913), her first really distinguished and
original novel.® mhis story is definitely based upon her

S1vida., p. 212.

®René Rapin, Willa Cather, p. 11, also note 8 on Chap. II,
p. 105.

Twilla Cather, quoted by Carroll, op. ecit., p. 214. Though
her efforts at this time were clumsy, as she said, she was
beginning to hunger for perfection. She continues, "I be-
gan to admire, for the first time, writing for writing's
sake. In those days no one seemed so wonderful as Henry
James; for me he was the perfect writer."

8Rapin, op. eit., p. 12; also Henry Seidel Canby, "Willa
Sibert Cather," Encyclopaedia Britannica, l4th edition, V,
36.



knowledge of foreign-born Americans. It deals with the
Nebraska landscape that she knew so well, and is peopled by
Swedes, Norweglans, French, and Bohemians. This novel was
followed by The Song of the Lark (1915) and by another im-
migrant novel, My Antonia (1918). In the former the heroine
herself was not an immigrant, but was born of Swedish par-
ents and was characteristically Swedish herself. My Antonia
was peopled by Bohemians, Swedes, Danes, Norwegians, Rus-
slans, and Poles. The Song of the Lark added Germans,
Hungarians, Mexicans, and Indians to the list of foreign
peoples which Miss Cather chose to treat with sympathy and
complete understanding.

These early novels were not the only ones that Miss
Cather peopled with immigrants or with the children of
immigrant parents. In short stories as well as her novels
she has continued to devote her attention, wholly or in
part, to the history, cultural traits, and accomplishments
of persons of foreign extraction. In Death Comes for the

Archbishop (1927), the two prinecipal characters are foreign
missionaries, natives of France; in Shadows on the Rock
(1931) the content is devoted to the experiences of TFrench
colonists in Quebec; and in Obscure Destinies (1932) the

story of Neighbor Rosicky is the sympathetic portrayal of a
Bohemian immigrant farmer.

Even when the protagonist of her novel is not himself
a foreigner, as in One of Curs (1922), the influence of

foreign characters upon the herc is very noticeable. Claude



Wheeler in this novel learned from foreign friends how to
look on life and how tc live.® And in Miss Cather's latest
novel, Lucy Gayheart (1935), the heroine, though typically

American, 1s the daughter of a German musician, and many
of her most sympathetic friends are foreigners.

Willa Cather has been classed as one of the novelists
of revolt--a crusader against dullness, vulgarity, and
standardization.l® She voices in her works a decided dis-
satisfaction with American restraint and the rigid observ-
andﬁ of conventions and proprieties. 8She regrets the
evident lack of tolerance for other people and the woeful
absence of appreciation for the artistic and cultural con-
tribution that other races have brought with them to
America.

Unfortunately their American neighbors were ssldom
open-minded enough to understand_ the Europeans or
to profit from their traditioms,.ll

She herself has always felt that the foreigners have a
colorful and fruitful gift to offer to America. Her evi-
dent purpose has been to present them in such a light that
they will no longer be so "underrated” as she has felt
them to be in the past. She feels that

they brought with them something that this

90ne of Ours, pp. 40-43; also Stuart P. Sherman, Critical
Woodcuts, pp. 44-45.

10car1 van Doren, Contemporary American Novelists, p. 116.

llcather, "Nebraska: The End of a Cycle," The Nation, CXVII
(September 5, 1923), 237. .



neutral new world needed more than the immigrants
needed land.l2

She wants to make sure we do not reject any contribution
these people have to offer. Over and over agaln she has
shown how the immigrants "have utilized what we 'Anglo-
Saxons' have suppressed and roJ.eted."la In her Nebraska
essay she tells of the pleasant little theatre near Wilbur,
Nebraska, where the boys and girls were trained to give
the masterpieces of Czech drama in the Czech language, and
she declares:

'Americanization’ has doubtless done away with

all this. Our lawmakers have a rooted conviction

that a boy can be a better American if he speaks

only one language than if he speaks two.l4

Miss Cather's method in her novels is chiefly ob jec-
tive. That is, her works are concerned with objects or
sub jects outside herself. Her own ideas and feelings in
the matter do not color her material to any noticeable ex-
tent. This is more especially true in the novels written
since 1918.1°

She has a theory concerning her art wherein she states
that the novelist must find and select in the actual stream
of what happens in this life about us, that which is really

material for art, and then that material must be presented

1210¢. cit.
13gherman, op. cit., p. 45.

14;§;braaka Essay," The Nation, CXVII (September 5, 1923),

15Russell Blankenship, American Literature, p. 675.



as if unconsciously by the reserved, fastidious hand of an
artist. She says:

Whatever is felt upon the page without being spe-

cifically named there--~that, it seems to me, is

created. It is the inexplicable presence of the

thing nct named, of the overtone divined by the

ear but not heard by it, the verbal mood, the

emotional aura of the faet or the thing or the

deed that gives high quality to the novel or the

drama. . . .16

She follows this theory of art so consistently in her
novels, that when we feel that we have discovered a cer-
tain attitude of hers, such as her respect for Catholicisnm,
for example, her appreciation of great art, or her precccu-
pation with foreign culture, we have to expect to find proof
for our contentions in very indirect statements of hers,
perhaps expressed only through the voices of her more ad-
mirasble or more deep-sighted characters. Elizabeth A.
Drew states:

A careful artist never formulates his philosophy

or social eriticism too directly. _He makes

it implicit in dislogue and incident.l”

Dialogue and incident, for the most part, supply the
evidence I shall offer to show that Miss Cather had a very

definite and decided belief--the belief that the foreign

contribution to ocur American culture or civilization is a

e el

matter that deserves our thoughtful attention and our

appreciative interest.

16yilla Cather, "The Novel Demeuble" in Modern Essays,
Second Series, p. 29z.

17m11zabeth A. Drevw, The Modern Novel, p. 146.




If a direct statement of her feelings is needed, I
find that she has expressed herself directly om the point,
not in a novel, but in the essay already quoted, the one
entitled "Nebraska: The End of a Cycle." There her senti-
ments are summed up in the hope that in the Middle West we
may see “"the hard molds of provincialism broken up," and

that from the fusion of these ploneer immigrants into our
population may come "sturdy tralts of character,” "elasti-

city of mind,"™ "an honest attitude toward the realities of
life," and "certain gualities of feeling and imagination.”

In the following chapters of this treatment, I shall
show with what groups of foreigners Miss Cather was more
preoccupied and with what qualities, traits, or attributes
she felt each racial group was best endowed. The partic-
ular races with which I shall have to deal are the Slavs
(mainly Bohemians), Scandinavians, Germans, French, and
Spanish-Mexicans. These are not the only foreign people in
whom Miss Cather has shown an interest, for one sees fre-
quent mention in her stories of Italians, Hungarians, and
Jews. Her interest in Indian culture has also colored
several of her novels. But I have chosen to discuss only
those five races which appear most prominently.

It will be necessary a2t this point to limit the mean-
ing of two rather broad terms in my subject--the words
'foreign' and 'culture.'

It is really in its broader meaning of complete social
heritage, rather than in its more restricted meaning, that



the word 'culture' shall apply here. FPeople often think of
culture as a more specific term applying to the refinements
of an advanced civilization, refinements such as art, musie,
sculpture, and literature. These, of course, together with
the language, are an integral part of the social heritage of
any civilized race. But in addition to these, there is a
certain amount of sclientific knowledge, achievement, skills,
artifacts, and all that accumulated fund of resources upon
which a civilization is built.l®

When I speak, therefore, of 'culture' in this treat-
ment of Miss Cather's work, I have in mind this broader
meaning of the term and not mere refinement or sophistica-
tion. In the term 'foreign culture' I have reference to
the rich and varied fund of knowledge and tradition, the
social heritage which our later immigrants have brought with
thaﬁ to America.

The term 'foreign people' or 'foreigners,' used rather
freely in these pages, is Miss Cather's own designation for
those people whom she wishes to distinguish from the more
typically American citizens, who are usually descended from
the earlier colonists. These latter she often designates
as 'Americans,' 'Anglo-Saxons,' or 'native stoeck.'l? Her

distinction is very similar to that of the U. S. Census

18pronislaw Malinowski, "Culture,” Bncyclopsedia of the
Social Sciences, IV, 621.

19cather, "Nebraska: The End of a Cycle,” The Nation, CXVII
(September 5, 1923), 236-238.



10
Bureau, which includes under the classification 'foreign
stock' both foreign-born inhabitants and native inhabitants
who have one or both parents foreign-born.20

3°Henry Morgenthau, Jr., "United States of America--Racial

Ccmpc:ségic:n," Encyclopaedia Britannica, l4th edition,



II. Slavic Peoples~-~The Bohemians

The Slavic race, though not so widely known, perhaps,
as other foreign elements, has not failed to make its con-
tribution to American culture. Especially since 1880, large
numbers of these people have helped to increase the immi-
grant population of this nation.t Among the Slavic people
whose characteristics Miss Cather has discussed in her
novels are the Bohemians, the Russians, and the Poles.

In any discussion of Miss Cather's interest in the
Slavs, one's attention has to be turned almost entirely to
the Bohemians, for she has made them more prominent in her
fiction than she has any other Slavic peoples. In her
novels and short stories there is just a mention now and
then of some Polish singer, musician, or dancer, or a
brief treatment of some Russian immigrant to show she was
aware of these other Slavonic groups. Perhaps the reason
for this apparent neglect is that Miss Cather had fewer
contacts with other Slavs when she was young snd was living
close to the Bohemians. Or perhaps the ones she met were
less communicative. 8he does have Jim Burden say of the

two Russian characters who appear in My Antonia that "of

ljenry Morgenthau, Jr., "United States of America--Raclal
Composition," Encyclopaedia Britannica, XXII, 734-735.




all the strange, uprooted people among the first settlers,
those two men were the strangest and most aloof."®

Supposing she has taken these two from life, as she
dia Antonia,s we might Jjudge that young Willa Cather, like
Jim, found these particular neighbors less approachable
than the others. Even ss thelr surnames were unpronounce-
able, perhaps their very language and customs were more
allen and less assimilable. These two, Peter and Pavel,
went about making signs to people and did not try to learn
the American language, 28 Antonla at once set about to do.
The Shimerdas could understand them a little and were the
first with whom they were friends. They came from a part
of Russia (the Ukraine) where the language wasn't very
different from Bohemian. The story of Russian Peter and
Pavel leaves a very deep impression upon the reader. It is
a tragic story, stark and bitter as the dark, cold winter
on the Russian steppes where it began. But as for evidence
of any racial contribution given us by the Russians, we
would look through Miss Cather's stories in vain.

But she was able to study the Bohemians closely and in
large numbers. ©B8he tells ug that near where she lived in

“op. e¢it., p. 37.

3vgShe was a Bohemian girl, who was good to me when I was a
child. I saw a great deal of her from the time I was eight
until I was twelve. She was big-hearted and essentially
romantic.” Quoted from Willa Cather by Latrobe Carroll in
The Bookman, LIII (May, 1921), 215.
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Nebraska there was a whole township settled by them.4 iany
of these Czech immigrsnts were people of a superior type.
There were brilliantly intellectual young men among them,
and artistic young people trained in the drams, in music,
and in dancing. 8Skilled artisans had brought their crafts
from the European homeland. Cather stoutly declares:

I could name a dozen Bohemian towns where one used

to be abls to go into a bakery and buy better pastry

than is to be had anywhere except in the best pastry

shops of Prague or Vienna. The American lard ple

never corrupted the Czech.

Influenced by an early liking and admiration for these
people, she has used individuals of this race as major char-
acters in her two outstanding novels, O Pioneers (1913) and
My Antonia (1918). In short stories, too, they have served
her as protagonists from as early a story as The Bohemian

Girl (1912) to such a late story as Neighbor Rosicky (1932).

Her interest in the Bohemians has certainly not been a
transient one, and she has always written about them with a
particular sympathy.

The Czechs are, as a whole, a sturdy agricultural
people. Their spoken language is considered very musical
and has a wide variety of sounds. Like the other Slavic
races they are naturally artistic and lovers of music and

poetry. The percentage of illiteracy in their country is

4Cather, "Nebraska: The End of a Cycle,” The Nation, CXVII
(September S, 1923), 237.

5Tbvid., loe. cit.



very low and they have given the world some very talented
néividualis.®

¥iszg Cather's Bohenlan charascters strongly manifest
intelligence, sturdiness of character, nmusical ability, and
othar talents. Put %nev aleo evidaznce a certain geniallty
that belongs to them more than $o any othar class of for-
eigners with which XMiss Cather has dealt. ‘There is = happy
blend of almost all thess gualities in each of her najor
Behemians. Bul in some of them one of these qualities nay
be more sirikineg than in others.

An intelligent outlook on life that nmakes one sccent
its problens and make the most of then ie eone cuxlity that
diiss Cather has adnired in other races as well. This qual-
ity she noticeably enmphasizes in many of her Bchemians.
Albert Tovesky, the father cof Marie Ohabata, was “ons ol
the nmore intelligent Bohemians who came west in the early
seventles. He sebttled in Cmahz and became 3 leader and ad-
viser among his people there.”’ He was wise enocugh Lo sSee

e

that iarie would do a very foolish thing if she married any-
one as arrogant and immature as Prank Shabata.

Another of Cather's more intelligent Dcohenians was
drnest Havel in Cne of Curs. Some of the smerlican nelghbors

snoered at BErnest because he was foreign. They did not take

®Persgrin ¥X. Fisa and J. ¥. [i'Keon, "Czechoslovakia-~The
aople,” The Lorld Bock Encyeclopasdia, II, 120041201,

7¢ Pionsers!, ©. 143,
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the trouble to understand him. But Grnest was one who
eould leook at life with eteady commoen sense. He waeg not
troubled with the vasus unresy and ussless vorrles thai
made Claude Vhecoler's life m
1ife in = sensible way and looked ab his problems in a

calm, reasonabls manner. Claude Wheelor, in his lwmpatience,
at tinmes thought Brnest's cutlook too reasocnable. For
Claude was thoe type of young Anerican who was lwpatient of

estraint. Heo was always lookling for something blg--¢

F

thing outside himself to wvars him up. Miss Cather shows

that Zrnest's reasonableness was not caused by peasan

stcllidness, but by quiet serenity and faith. ¥ie forelgners,”

Zronest sald, "have learoed to aake the nost of litsle

”)""f

thiﬁgs."ﬁ The naturalness and fortarichtness off Trnesi's
statenent reflscts an cutlook Tostered by generations of
Iuropeans who nhave had to subsist on very lititle. Eecause

2

the lower-class Hurcpesans have had no gresat prespect of

&

aaberial uprosperity, they have had to make the nost of
gimple, natural pleasuresz. Frequently in her stories iliss
Cather tells how the PBohenlans, and the French and Cermans
as well, find thelr pleasurs in nature, or in the rare

Tlavor of old wine, or im the savour of a wsll-ccokaed dich.

)

Tor example, Antonlia's famlliy, the Cuzaks, had brought sone
dried mushrooms with then fro= Dohenia, and with these they

made many a savory rabbit stew when there wvas little csloe

.

8cne of Ours, p. 53.



1
they could find to eat. Food was one of Ythe little things®
of vhiech they had "learned to mske the most.® That state-

th

piw

ment Ernest made exhibits practicsl common sense mixed w

0

a3 cerbain sensitivity of verception. &uch an intelligent
and gensitlive outlook makes the Dohemisns an asset in the
communities vhers they have settled.

Nelghbor Rosleky was another vwise and reascnable
Bohemian. Tough and bitter circumstances dld not baffle
him. He looked into the future and studied hew he could
nake things better for his loved ones.

Of course not all of ifiss Cather's HBoheanlans exhibit
this characteristic of reasonuble and wise intelligence.
For exanple, ilarie Shabata in 0 Ploneers and Antonia were
often influenced for mere by emnction than by reason. iarie
unwisely married Frank Shabata, and Antonia placed g mis~
taken trust in Larry Donovan.

For the Bohemiang were not stald and serious only;
they furnish the best example, perhaps, of those "daubs of
color®™ with whieh Hiss Cather savs the Toreigners have
brightened the drabness of the western prairies. Vith
thelir gay music, charaing dances, and genial good manners
they have lent color and chzrm to this "peutral new world .” %
The Rosicky fanily strikingiy illustrates the wholesone,

genial attitude of people whose lives are ruled by nore

Scather, "Nebraska: The Bnd of a Cycle,” The Nation, CXVII
(September 5, 1923), 237-238.
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genuine emotions than bigotry or selfishuness. The striking
thing about the Rosickys vwas thelr wvarm-hearted joy in
living and their unselfish desire that others night share
in thet warsth.

At the age of 65 el ghiov Rosicky, the gzenial old
Boheniapn farmer, was not at all eld-looking, nor 4id he
appear sickly, aven though his doctor was firding 1t nec-
essary to warn him te be very, very careful because of nis
bad heart. iz eves were large and lively and his smooth-
shaven cheeks ruddy in coclor. IHis lips, too, had a good
color under his long, brown moustache. Iiis brown face
which was creased, but not vrlnhlad wore an expression of
eonbentment, evincing @ nature that was reflective and gay,
rather than grave.

There were fine, handsomne boys in Roslcky's femily,
oo, all with what Dr. Burlelgh ecalled naturally good
napners. They "hadn't 2 bit of the painful seif-conscious-
ness he himsel? had had vo strusgle with vhen he was g
133."10 Their mother was a comfortable, wvarn-hearted
creature. COnn one ocecasion the doctor had driven elght
miles in his buggy after leaving a case, in order to reach
the Koslekys' for breakfast. “He didn't know another farm-
house where a man could get such & wara vwelcome, and such

good strong coffee with rleh creari."tl  The Bohemians were

1Ogbseure Destinies, p. 11.

1lice. cit.



very fond of good coffee, and lary's was always of the best.
Thie genial, warn-heartaed attitude toward 1ife and

poople was nold confizned to ths Hosickys elther. !larie

i‘id

Shabats is a marked exauple. Inpulsive, gay, and very such

live, she wanted =vervone to be happy as she was. She

8]

grieved over the faet that she and Esil had thoughtlessly
snatehed the wild duecks frou thelr happy existence.l® TLha
she had she shared unseifishly with others. She showved
Alsxandra how to pub rofSeasry leaves in the clotheg chest
for fragrance. She cooked the thincss she knew old fre. Lee
#ould ilke and had her over for dlaner. In the middle of
the cold northern winter she had potted plants in bleon
whan ho ons else could. She took all sorts of trouble to
keen thew fron freezing. Sensitive, too, 3and easlly ex-
¢ited, she seemed "to kxindls with 3 flerce little Tlame I
one but breathied upon ner."t% She was incapable of being
lukewars about anybthing that nleased her. Ohe alwaye ran
when she tried to walk, and when she talked her eves
sparkied and danced. At the dances the Fraoch pesople gave
in the neighboring settleoment, she was very much in demand.

If she presided over a booth at the fair, it was sure to be

3

nopular place.
Yot only did the Bohenians in fiss Cather's novels

reflact a hilgh dezree of intelligence and z certain warmth

&}

140 Pioneers, ». 128,

&

Tie 106

i

3Inig.,
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and color, hut with thoese and other more sensitive ouali-
;ties w38 hlended 2 dzcided sturdiness of character. Az 2

representative of thls quality we have Antonia Shimerda in

2

My Antonia t1918) 14 In’devoting a conplete novel to this
charactexr, Miss Cather vas able to give a nore thorough
delineatleon of all the qualities that made up this striking
peasant girl. Like other characters of her race already
discussed, she had ths sensitive fineness, gulet serenity,
calm and reasonable falth and intelligencs, and the warn-
:heartednesa that were typieal in the more admirable Bohemlan
settlers that iHisa CGather has portrayed. Physical sturdi-
ness snd tho gay courage that goes with 1t stand out even
nore proninently, however, in all that shs says and does.
Misgs Cather uses the words "stalwart,”" "fine," "well
set-up,” "determined,” "ambitious”™ to describe the group of
peasant girls asong whom Antonis stood out, as Jim Burden
?thought, “the fairest of them all." 3he was strong and
hearty, a good ceook and housskeoper, and conld dance and
play with the best of themJ Antonia was at her prettiest
during the ﬁima che spent in toun, learning 2o mach and
"having her fling"™ sccially, as she gald. Bhe was already
a picture of gentle heroism. 8She had gone through experi-
epces that would have daunted a character less sturdy, and

before her "fling™ was over she was to pass through further

:14This novel Cather once stated was "the most successfully
done" of all she had written. "Carroll Interview," The
Bookman, LIII (May, 1921), 216.



=0
acid btests. Dub her inheritance of a wholssone, heaarty,
clear-eysd courage carried her past all adversity.

Her father, wnon she loved and adudred with a passion,

WIEH & musLelan

gf

Gid a dreauer. iis medlocre, but ambitleous
wife, had inslsted on coming to America vhere sie thought
Lhiey could get chead. Here her son Anbrosch could 7bas
rich, with many caitlie.” The privations of ploneer 1ife
bhat first wilater on the nrairie were too nmuech for Lir.
Shimerda, hovwever. Rabther than face the unequal strugsle
aguinst zdverse clreunstauces, he took his @ 1ife shortly
arfter Christass., The loss of her revered Tather was Ghe
First test of Antonlu’s coursge snd endurunce. oShe mnet
this Gest, houvever, and ithe others that followed with a

“ =

harGiness that she evidently had inherited, buit that her
Tather hug not. She shouldered her shave of the burden of
making a living frowm the fars. Strong snd independent,
she nanaged o kKeap pace in the Tields with her ox-lilkae

brother, Aubroscih. Ohe would have lixed to ge to school

“"I«

and become oducated like her father. 5She nhad always bsen

g0 prouc of ails book-iearning, his skill in veaving, and

EE SN . T ™ - - YA s P PR ?
nig talent 1n ausic. "He play horn znd violin,™ sie woul

da s k% . g de o
that the priests in

But Antonis bthrust aside

ner longlng Tor thess things. IHer resnonsibillisy to her

famlly must come Flrst. C(ther Shimerdas had to be fed and

154y svtonia, p. 148.
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clothed whether Antonia's latent talents lived or died.

For talent she 4id have. Bhe learned very cuickly and
seemed to have a nabtural gptitude for all sorts of skills.
The Amerlcan lzngusge she learned to speak unbelievably
Tast. Ip Black Hawic she picked up all the housshold lore
Nrs. Harlipg could teseh her. She learned the dance steps
quieily, toe, and soon becams the snoothest dancer and
nost graceful figure on the floor. Uhon shs bezan 0 sew
for herselfl, she seenad to have a positive genius for
imitating the styles of the most fashionzble ladies ia town.
Though she never had a chanece for any muslcal training, she
enjoyed good nusic andAcarefully preserved her father's
violin., Later her own children taught themselves and learned
to nlay on it.

At twentv~four, after she had gallantly faced down the

v

ind of

g

second great disaster of her life, there was 2 new i
strength apparent in the gravity of her face., In spite of
sorrov snd disappointment in one she had loved and trusted,
her expression was stlll cone of deep-seated health and

ardor. And at forty-four, vhen Jim Burden saw her next,

S

this inner glow had not faded. In spite of the fact that

Ea

k.

she had borne ten children amd had had a hard strnggle to
establish 2 homestead, she was still staunch znd vital.

*ALll the strong things in her heart cane out in her body

el

3 . 1 . 53 ey T
that had been so tirsless in serving genercus emctions. 7=V

16y Antonia, p. 398.



If Miss Cathor meant, as she esal

of 1ife, z sort of folk song

Ly »

in My Antonia with its variaed backpround

Scandinavisns., And iP she vanted to leave an unforgettzble
porbrait of the Bohenizan glirl whom che resebered from her
ehildhocd, she has done that, too. Overton savs, ¥ It le
2 biographical triumph. Reminiscence here surpasgsses Tic-
tion.v+7 Antoniz is a figure bhat will live as ¥Millet's
peasant girl does in the picture Trom whieh Hilas Cather
took the title Tor ancther of her stories. BShe is exaupls
encough, if we had no other, to nortr ¥y the inherent strength
and boauty of the Bohemlan people that attracted Iflss
Cather's attention and hoeld her interest over such o wide

pericd of tine. In Antonla we find the happy combination
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st forth in her Bohemians. Intelligsnce,

talent, genial warmth, snd color were hers. Eut gbove all

val

she was endowed with sturdiness of character, with a
pessant strength of body, mind, and spirit that made hey

kid

astand out like “thoe founder of early races.”

17grant Overton, op. cit., p. £85.
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II. Scandinavians

——

Another racial group which has come to our country in
large numbers since the mld-nineteenth century and settled
largely in the north central section, including Nebraska and
the Dakotas, 1s the 8S8candinavian group, including the Swedes,
Norweglans, and Danes. Among the first foreign characters
in whom Willa Cather became interested were the Swedish,
Norwegian, and Danish neighbors near Red Cloud. ZEvidently
she made very csareful observations of their racial charac-
teristics, especially the Swedes, for she has devoted her-
self in variocus cases to drawing minute pictures and
personality sketches of Swedish characters in her novels.
Notable among these are Thea Kronborg and her immediate
family in The Song of the Lark, and Alexandra Bergson and
her brothers in O Pioneers. She d1d not neglsct the Nor-
wegian people, either, though in no case has she made a
KRorweglan a leading character in her novels as she has Thea,
Alexandra, and Bohemlan Antonia. In My Antonia there are a
number of oharming girls from the Norweglan settlement near
Black Hawk who figure quite prominently in the story as
Antonia's friends. There were Lena Lingard, Tiny Soderball,
Anna Hansen, and the Harlings. And in O Fioneers, Norwegian
Ivar is a striking character. Nowhere in Mies Cather's
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works did I find a Danish character filling such a large
role as any of the other Scandinavians I have named. In
ify Antonia, however, she describes the Danish family and
home of HMr. Jensen and mentions several others.

Though liiss Cathef does not devote so nmuch attention
to acquainting us with the Danish characters, she does make
us see that they were attractive, kindly, and likeable
peocple. The Jensens had thelr house behind the laundry,
with 2 lovely big garden where the clothes were hung out to
dry. The Tour Danish girls who worked in the lzundry lived
there with the laundryman and his wife as LI they were at

home. HMr. Jensen wa

0
]

kind, wise 0ld Tellow who pald his

<

girls well and looked out for their welfare in other ways

j]

o

esldes. Contenbtuent seemed to be the keynote of this

U

little group. The girls were hard-working and happy, not
so ambitious ag some of the other immigrant zirls, but
simple, kind, and very necat and clean. Vhan they went to
the dances, thelr freshly ironed clothes always snelled of
rogesnary leaves.t QOur picture of the Danes, therefore,
though scanty, is of 2 type of seople viho nake very satis-

factory meighbors and citizens.

1This use of rosemary leaves was nentioned in 0 Pioncers in
connection with larie Shabata, the Bohemnian, and Alexandra.
Miss Cather has been at pains in various instances to men-
tion sone simlilar token of refined tastes brought over
from some "old country.® In Shadows on the Rock it was the
rose pebals the French scattered beitween thelr linens. Too
many times we Americans think of some such smell as garlic
connected with all foreigners. Miss Cather manages to
leave gults a different Impression.




Miss Cather, as I have saild, gives a somewhat fuller
treatment of the Norweglians. These people are widely known
for their honesty, industry, and kindliness. Sometimes,
too, they exhibit great artistry in music. Scandinavians
as a whole are a religious people, and Norway especially
has the reputation of being a very Christian country.®
Norwegian Ivar in O Pioneers, with his gquiet, unobtrusive
gentility, portrays alﬁpst all these qualities. Mostly,
however, he is the best example Miss Cather has presented
of the religious Norwegian. This simple character con-
scientiously practiced the religion he professed. He lived
by himself in a dugout snugly placed in a clay bank on the
prairie. There he read his Bible, cared for the sick or
erippled livestock of the countryside, and welcomed to his
pond the wild fowl that passed. The cleanliness of his
person and the meticulous neatness of his home surroundings
were another point in his favor. Though he lived almost
completely isolated,

He always put on a'claén shirt when Sunday came

around. . . . He disliked the litter of human

dwellings; the brokem food, the bits of broken

china, the old wash-boilers and tea-kettles thrown

into the sunflower patch. He preferged the clean-

liness and tidiness of the wild sod.

Quick as he was to resent any real or fancied injury

to his feathered friends or to the four-footed beasts he

£7. Vviduls, "Norway--The People,” The World Book Encyclo-
pedia, VIII, 5081. YET T

30 Pioneers!, p. 37.
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championed, old Ivar could be kindness and geutleness it-
galf in dealing with elther injured animzle or hsart-broken
people, Vhen Alexandra was 1n grsst trouble, Ivar was her

most uwnderstanding and helpful friend.

FEREY
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dntonias the Norweglan characters lengthily de-
soeribed were simple and kindly. Yet not all the Horwsgian

peopie in theiy settlement were fine or noble or lovable,

4

e

by any means. 0Ole Deuson wag described as fat and lazy apé

'l

digeouraged. Dad luck had become a habll and he congoled

a

himself for his deficiencles by sitting on the drav-side te

i3]

help pretty Lens Linzard watch her cattle when he should
have been plowing his own flelds. Lenz, too, though she
wag glfted as 2 seamstress and milliner and became guite
successful in her business, was what Antonis terned 'soft?
where masculine friends were concerned. IHer warn, genarous
nature, coupled with rather careless attitudes, caused her
%o be talked sbout. ALl her 1llfe poodle comparsd Ler
unfavorably with Antonls because her character was not so
strong and true as was Antonla'ts.

Yet Lens had that kindliness and big heartedness which
we have said was often typical c¢f her people. Sho worked
for her famlly and looked out for the interests of her
friends. 8he znd Tiny and Anna, like the othsy forelgn
hired girls who worked in Blsck Hawk, were sending home the

money they earned to hely the Tamily pay off the debt on

c‘f

the land and to ses that the younger children got a bhetter

~e2ducation than the older cnes could. 7For these girls wers



not only honest and lndustrious, but were ambitiocas

]

as

<

well--anmbiticus for thelr families more than for themsslves.

=

ol

Right here ifiss Cather takes an opportunity to score a
point Tor the foreigners whan she has Jim Burdesn comment:
One result of this fanily solidarity was that the
foreign farners in ocur country*"ere the first to
becons ProSperousS. . o . The girls who once
worked in Black Hawk kitohens are to~day managing
big Parme snd fine Pamilies of their own.%
The town sirvls who once looked down on the hired glrls and

considered all foureigners izsnorant found bhensslves oub-

The Harliags, for whon Antonla worked in Blaock Hawl,

3

were & Horwegian family who had already succeeded in their
ambition., They had a good business, 2 stable position in
the commmity, snd o comfortable hone vwhere they could sn-
Joy ons another, entertaln Triends, and practice the nusic
whileh was qgulite & popular diversion with them. There was
‘ysually someons 2t the pilano. Julia, the second daughter,
was Kpown as the musical one, and she was the only ons who
was held dowm Lo regular praecticing hours; but they all
played. Iven little lNina, vwhe was only six, plaved the
"Swedieh ledding llarch.” 7The oldest girl, Frances, vounld
corie in from vork at noon, slt down snd play until dinner
was ready. And Sally, afternccons after school, weould sit
down in her hat and couat and drum out her favorite planta-

tion melodles, ¥rs. Harling had studied under a good
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teacher and sonshow managed to practice every day.  Her
facile fingers woved quickly and easily, and she playeé
;wﬁth intelligent concentration. Often, on Satﬁrday nights,
jshe played the o0ld operas Tor the chlldren--"lartha,”
:"ﬁarma," "RigolettoY~-and told them the story while she
played.® This household was filled with warmth and light
‘and ¢olor, even in the long, dreary winter when most houses
;in Blaclk Hawk wers dark and cold and forbidding. The
Anerican boy, Jim Burden, was drawn there =8 by a nagnet.
Heally there were two strong magﬁats—»ﬁrs_.ﬂarling and
fntcnia; both foraign-born wonen. ﬁrs.-ﬁar;ing had lived |
in Christianis until she was ten years old, while Antonia
 was twelve or thirteen when she eane from Bohenla. Though
they came from different countrises and different rasial
‘strains, there was a “"baslc harmony between them."® They
both had that dual naturs that lles Cather has found mary
?times in her foreign characbters--an artistic sense corbined
with a "hearty Joviality and relish of life, not over deli-
‘cate, but very invigorating."? Certainly there was in lrs.
EHarling acne of that weak, inslpld quality that the Amerlican
imin& often assoeciztes with an sartistic perscn. Short and
jsquare and sturdy~loocking, like her housge, every lnch of

‘her was charged with an energy that made itself felt the

Syy Antonia, p. 200, also p. 180,

 61pid., p. 205.
7Log. cit.
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moment she entered z room. Jolly and epthusizastic about
everything that happened, she routed lassitude and indiffer-
ence wherever she cane. (ne could not hope Ho find a char-
acher anywhere who would nwore satisfact torily rapresent the
more cultured, yet democratic, Horweglans.

But the first merntioned division of the Scandinavian
race, the Swedisgh strain, is the one to whieh illss {ather
has given even more of her attention. The Swedes srs an
enlightened and ednéated people, and with the cother Scandi-

navians are anong the world's prosressive neoples. They

&

-

are generally wore vivacious and light-henrted than thelr
wvestern Xinsmen, the Norweglans, but they have the same
reputation for franknesa, honesty, and industry.a Talented

produced Scme very great

ar

and artistic, too, this people has
musicians and opera singers. VYomen of Swedish extraction

are protagonists in The Song of ths Lark and O Fioncors.

ifiss Cather portrays in cns the development of 2 great
musical artist after a struggle against great odds, and in
the other tha successful oubtcome of 4 great effort to naster
and hold the land that she loved. Bach in her way was a
creative artist andé each exhibited a tenacicus will to do,
backed by the calm, patient industry that it takes to make
ope's dresns coume true. This last ocuality is sc typlceally

Swedish that we find it in practically every Swede illss

Byjollmar ¥. Bostrom, "Sweden--The People,” The lorld Book
Znecyclopedia, XTI, 694%.




Gather mentions., Somstlmes the tenscicus will or patient
industry anounts %o mers stubbornness or stolidness, bul
in Thea Hronborg and Alexandrs Bergson this disposition is
elevated by an artistic dezire that changes all.

Thea, in splte of s slight Horwegisn estrain on her

father's gide, was "a little Swede Hhrough 2nd through,”
with soft, fine halr and a silky skin that her friend, Dr.

& ;
Archle, thought "must have come from bher mother. " Az a

enlld she was very sengitive abeut beling

a Toreign-
er. dleven years old at the beginning of her story, she
was gentle and sensitive, with an innate fineness unlik

the rest of her family. There was defiance, fierceness,
‘hardness about her, but withal an interior softness which
her "delicate, tender chin--the ope soft touch In her hard
1ittle Scandinavian face”™ gave away. The musie in her the
rest of the family had net inherited, but her father was
'““wud of saying that her grandfather had played an obce in
the old country.

In ¥rs. Eronborg, almost s much as in Then, Mlas
Cather expresses her adalration of cartain qualities of the
Swedlsh character. Doth had strength of will and the de-
termination to follew the rightness of a thing or to aschieve
the hoart's desire, however 4ifficult the means. Jrs.
Zronborg, Cather says, would have nade a good chess player;

she had a head for moves and positions. Her children were
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31l trained for thelr duties and everything zbcut the house
was planned and organized.l® She was
a short, stalwart woman, with a short neck and
deternined~looking head. Her skin was very fair,
her face calm and unwrinkled. . « . Choe wae a
woman whom Dr. Arehie respected: aetive, practi-
¢al, unruffled, good-humered, but determined.ll
Though naturally kind, she was capable cof stroug prejudices

rand ehe never forgave. In her discipline she was stern,
|
|

‘but juéiclous. £he thought problems out and tried to desal
'fairly wlth her children, realizing that thelr temperaments
were different and Judgipg accordingly. 8o matter of fact
and practical was she, indeed, that hei husband believed,
and cur author expressed his thought as her cwn, that "the
gsoverelazn State of Coleorzdo was mmch indebted to ¥rs. Kron-
borg and woumen like her."id
| Peter Kronborg, born in an old Scandinavian colony in
jﬁinnesetag cane of "a poorer stock than his wife; from 2
%lculy, ignorant family that had lived in a poor pard of
Sweden."1d There was a strain of Norwegizn blood that
came out in each generation of the Kronborgs. DBeth

Peter Kronborg and his sister Tillie were more lik
the MNorweglan root of the family than the Swedish,

[

| L0mmis trait of orderliness is one that iiss Cather describes

I with admirztion in numercus places. The ability to organ-

 ize and classify was hers Lo a great degree, evidently be-~
cause she had admired this orderliness in others and then
developed 1% in herselfl.

121pia., p. 12.

131pia., p. 19.
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and this sase Horwepglan strainvfﬂs strong in Thea,

thoush in her 1t took 2 very different character.

liiss Cather falls to say Jjust vwhat character this
different streak dld take in Thea, but just zsg any parti-

cular mark of dlstinctlion that nade cne menber of the faally
different from the cthers in the past had been blased on
this Horweglan great-grandnother, so Thea's alnost fanstle

ezl for her art night bs duc to that one @park in her
nature. She was typleally Swedlish, and had been endoved
with abllities and aptitudes that nmany Swvedes like her night
have had, but she had above that a great desire that aade
of her 2 creature set apart.

Varicus eritics have concurred in the belief that Thes

typifies Miss Cather herself.l% Like Thea “iss Cather is

Bt

Py

gincere, vigorous, self~controlled. There is no flinnpancy

gbout her. She hzag always thovzht of her art with great

8

earnnctness. At one tinme she entertalined the idea that s

might devote herself teo a musliesl career. She says in The

Song ef the Lark, "A volce has even 2 wider sppeal than a

fortune, It is the one pgift that all oreatures would ros-
sess i they econld."t%  Fust ss Thea turned from sn esrly
chbsassion for the o2iano as the means of expressing hersell
toe 3 realization that her veice was the propsr tool, so

£ i

E4 i ; &, 3 TR " 2 de F b A, oF O
izg Cather zoon deelided that it was writine that she was

dp, 1. Fattee, A History of Averican Literature Since 1870,
-~ 264. V ‘
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Titted for rather thap music. But she never lost interesy

in the world of musie or the problem of the musleal artist.
S0 she uses this type of artist in her story to tell of
"a young glrl's awakening to sonething besautiful, . . .
her floundering escape from & smug, donesticated, self-
satisfied proviszcial world of utter ignorance.”1l8 ghis
novel mlght well be an ipterpretation through Thea of soue
of the experiences that Iiss Cather herself had to meet in
coming into the fruition of her own art. She says fuarther:
What I cared about, and still care about, was the
zirl's escape; the play of blind chance, the way
in which commonplzce oceurrences fell togsther to
liberate her from commonnsss. She seemed wholly
at the mercy of accident; but to persons of her
vitalit? and homnesty, fortunate accidents always
happen.

Vhatever nay be lilss Cather's own perscnal experiences
behind this story, it seems significant that she has used 3
Swedish girl for this lengthy and psycholezical study and
that she has spoken of henesty and vitallty as the two
dominant traits that made her the success she was., Theahsad
those attributes, certsinly, along with that gentle stubborn-
ness which she had inherited from her mother and that spark
of Tire that, we have said, set her apart and made her a
‘genius,

Love of the land is another trait common to the forelgn

Leprerace to Song of the Lark, pp. v and vi.

17Ipid., p. vi.
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impadigrants whom Liss Cather has descrived. This trait she
treats of most particulariy in Alexandra Rergson. But Thea,
t@é, though she left the country ond gave hersell over
wholly to the oursuit of her artist's goal in the city, did
not lose her love of the land, her Swedish affinity bo the

-

5011. Her nztive

3

ille and the open rloins had en-
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riched her 1ife zs a2 child and had given her an cutlet for
the stirring esctions of adolescence. Later, vhen she grew
tired and stale at her work in the clity, she found a refupe
and resting place in the rugged Coiorade ranch country to
which Pred Ottenpburg sent her. All her wavering, earlier
1ifse and her erotional maturity were built on the strength
she had drawn frem the rural backercund of her birthplace.
This love of the land and ths hungey for fulfillment
that comes from clese contact with planting and with reaplag
wasd not the only feeling that Alexandra had in common with
Thea.  Devoted ag the forasr was to the soll, she too was
an artist who Just happened to £ind there on her father's
farm her own parbicular mediun of creative expression.tB
Like Thea, she was calm, unruffled, and tenaclous. Sensi-
tive, %00, the copposition of her faully wounded =nd depressed
her, but her strong will and the strength of her great pur-
nogse led her to suffer in silence and move on toward her

goal, even as Thea did, in spite of z1l, It was love of
P t 3 3 @

18rucy Lockwood Hazard, The Frombier in imerican Literature,
Pe &7,
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the so0lil and a response to its nead of her that sustainasd

a 3

hey, Just as Thea'z obligation t0 the demands of her great
volee held her wlthin the grooves of hard sndezvor. The
land seened beautiful te Alexandra, "rieb aLd‘strong 3nd
gloricus.” VWhen 1to call first came to her}mast urgently,
ghie had besn driving over the country tryving to declde
whether 1t was best to keep her elain or sell it. The
raalization cams to her as she drove that thig land hWad a
great fubure and tkat 1t was hers to work with it and o
bring about ths fulfillment of its destiny. Che sat in
her buggy and “drank in the breadth of it untlil her tears
blinded her."19 |

flexandra was ﬁifferent from her brethers in this re-
sspect, just as Thea differed from her family. They had not
her ilnagination, her spark of genius. Cather gays that L
"a ploneer should have laagination, shoulid be able t¢ snjoy

*

the 1dea of thnincs nore than ths things themselves."~0 Mot
all the Swedes viere endowed with this cuality, however.
Some had to be patient plodders, to follow while ofhers who
could loek ahead nade the decisions. Alexandra's brothers
were like that--one of thesw stolld ané stubborn, the other
petulant and flighty. They reluctantly let themselves be

guided by Alexandra, who was more like her long-headed

1% rioneers!, p. 65.

Z0tpid., p. 43.
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father than they. Thern, when they succeeded, they 4id not

even reallize Lhow greatly thelr success was due to Alexandra's

Alexandra was typleal of the more progressive Swedes.
Shizs looked back to the custons and traditions o Sweden
with pride snd vereration, indeed, and always honored the
0ld peorle and thely ways. Once every year, for exanple,
she had cld Ureg,. Les over for = week and lot her do 2z she
pleased ond speak her own tongue 1T she wished. Vet Alex-
andra was anxicus to adopt for herself azll that she could
of the best thst the MNew Lorld had to offer. She uged all
the most wodern methods in her farming. Tall and rescurce-

)

ful, she walked a8 1 she knew exzactly where she was golng
and what she was golng to d¢ next,.

?efha;s aven batter than Thea Tronborg, Alexandrats
strong peasant nature deplicts what lles Gsther saw in the
Swedes that ore could best emulate. But the Swedish char-
scteristlics, as !liss Cather presents therm in varlous places,
are toc complex to be conpletely revezled in any one or twe
cheracters. The gualities, however, which IMiss Cather
trasts most sympathetically and euphasises meost in thess

and the cother Scardinavians are: energy, beascity, ambition,

sensrosity, love of music, ond devotleon to +the land.

»



IV. The GQermans

-

There was evidently sonething comfortable and con-
geniél about the Cerman-Americans as iilss Cather knew thexn.
In three of her earlier novels she has given specizl atten~
tion to the family life and artistic temperament of varicus

German charactersg. In The Song of tihe Lark she has written

gquite a detalled description of the peaceful snd harmonious
iife of the Kohlers and thely rather permanent house guest,

Professor Wunsch. In Une of Ours the Erlich family opens

to voung Claude theeler a vision of what the more cultured

and aympathetic family c¢lrcele can be like. In The Professor's

Housa, again, there 18 old Augusta, z devout German seam-
stress. Staunch and loyal ané understanding, she helps to
maks Professor 3t. Peters' house more homelike and endurable.

Finally, in her latest novel, Lucy Gavheart {1935}, there

are several Cerman characters to offer evidencs of cur
author's deay and continued interest in this particular
people.

The Geruang belong tc that great division of the human
race called Germanic, which includes the Scandinavizan, the
Bnglish, the Dubtch or Nethserlanders, and thelr descendants
in the United States and Canada. Conseguently, they are

not so alien to cur culture as soune of the othsr groups
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¢iseusged in this thesis. Certain distinct charscteristics
are, however, geonerally attributed to CGermun people. Far-
haps the chief of these l¢ thoroughness. They have Gelved

deeply and thoroughly inte thoe fields of science, philosophy,

it
ot

and literature. Mo country has given the world a larger
nunber of great rmusical conposers.

Miss Cathier hag shown 3 decided apnreciastion of the
characteristic of theoroushness. In various placeg she has

npraised the Gernansg for industry and perseverance. In addi-

tion she has carefully analyzed and denicted thelp ability

o

o secure beauty and comfort in thelr home 1ife and their
willingness to glve themselves up wholly o music or some
obther artistic endeavor ln which the soul may slake its
thirst. It i tc be expected that these two phases of
rernan culbure would ceoeupy iliss Cather's asttention most.
She was first of 31l an artist herself and was interested
primarily in®the art vhich expsnds our measured interval

with baaubty or hich passion.”d Tet with 21l har zest for

Q
3
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gstudio life, #ies Cather hos rebalred an Imaglnative regard

for Tour walls and 3 hearthsitone, and the vital experience

of mothering a fanilv.? 8o we find her devoting = great
deal of space to the Jernsrn homes and the place of the

mother in the home, 38 wall as to the Cerman's devotion to

lstuart P. Sherman, Critical lLioodeuts, p. 42.

Zpercy C. Boynbton, Some Contemporary Americans, p. 170.




nls art and the theroughness with which he attacks whatever
projects he may undertake. Though Hiss Gather mentions
nany other German char&cteristias, yet she devotes most
space and attention to these three which I shall discuss:
maintenance of 2 cultured home life, devobion to art or
musie, and thoroughness. |

A dascription of Geraan home 1life ascribing teo it
quiet harmony, syapathetle cormunlty of interests, and the.
coziness and charm of comfortable and beaubiful surround-
ings, nay be more idealistic than absoluts realism alght
‘demand. Yet this is the sort of picture Miss Cather gives
of Gernan-imerican homes in several cases. The first
example we find 1s the Xohler home in The Song of tha Lark.

Fritz Kohler, the town tallor, was one of the first
gettlers in Yoonstone. He was a aulet sort of person and
‘had few cronles in the wvillage. The significant factor in
i’:_za:i_s 1life was the home he had built jJust out of town and the
sarden he had made there. No cne but a German, Miss Csather
implies, could have made such a garden. Eindly Mrs. Xohler
had her part in making 1%, too. ©She devoted her times to
‘that and to her houge, caring nothing for village ways, or
‘for the gosslp and dress on which the 'American' women
spent a greast deal of time. ¥vShe lived for her men and her
garden,® wrlites iilss Cather. "Beslde that sand gulch, she

"had tried to reprofuce a bit of her own village in the
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Bhine Valley."5
#iss Cather evidently noticed when she was a girl that
the Gernan settlers always planted traes ant vines to make
2 shady place, whether other pioncers 4id or not. Alexandra
Bergson's comnmant might well be lliss Gather's owns
That's one thing T like about Geruans; they

nake an orchard grow 1f they can't ninke anv-
thing else.%

And through Jim Burden she says

Somebimes I went south to visit our German
neighbors anl to admlre their c¢tqir1 grove, or
to sse the big elm tree. . . . Trees were so
rare in that country, and they had to make such
a hard fight to grow, that we used to feel AnXe
tous about them and visit them as Lf thor wers
persons.?

Willa Cather's own life on the prairie was very simiisr to
Jim Burden's experiences in this novel. Ho doubt
learned to appreciste trees and growing things in the same

way he did. This is probably the rezgson for her lengthy

trestment of

i

ernan gardens and for her speclal mention of
thelr care for certain trees. The linden trees she nentions

guite frenuently. 0O1ld Professor vuasch tells lrs. Zohler

fecim

that he asks nothing better of God than to end hig days

£

with her and "o be buried in her garden, under her linden
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There 1s definite evidence ol respect for the 0ld torld
influence in #iss Cather’s refersnce here and elssuhiere to
the lindens. She says further:

They wers not American basswood, but the Burcpean

linden, which has honsy-colored blcome in sunmer,

with a fragrance that surpasses all trees and

flowers and drives young people wild with joy.?
She speaks alseo of the grapevine in the garden ag "the
knotty, fibrous shrub, full ef homesickness and sentiment,

"3 i P 3§ o : R, -

which the Germans have carried around the world with them.®®
Certainly iHies Cather credits the Germans with 2 desep feel-
ing for the plants that add attractiveness and comfort to
the home. She mentions the tamarisk hedge in ¥rs. Kohler's
garden, the cherry trees, peach trees, and gelden plums.
Then the climax of her descriction deals with the olesnders,
which were a speecial pride teo iirs. Kohler. Ye read this
significant statement:

There 1s hardly a German family In the most arid

parts of Ytah, Hew Hexico, Arizona, but has iis

oleander treces. Xowvever loutish the American-~born

sons of the family may be, there was never one who

refused to give his muscles to the back-treaking

task of getting those tubbed trees down inte the

cellar in the fall and up into the sunlight in the

spring. They nmay strive to avert the day, but

they grapple with the task at last.®

The Kohler farilyv is not the only example l[liss Cather

pives of the German fondness Tor making the (0ld Vorld live

?Lcc. cit.

BSOng of the lark, p. 25.

S1pid., p. £6.
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again in some beauntiful, well-tended garden spot. Another

interesting example is found in The Professcor's House.

Professor 8t. Peters' old landlord, Appelhoff, was s retired

Geruan Laruer,

5

good-natured and lenient about everytihiing but

spending money. . . . Lhen it was a aquestion of

the garden, however, thez 0ld man streteched a2 point.

He helped his tenant with seeds and siips and

sound advice, and with his twisted old back.lO
This garden they nade after the Prench fashion--withcut a
blade of grass. 16 was 2 tidy half-sere of glistening
gravel snd shrubs and bright fiowers. There were trees,
too, of course--a gpreading horss-chestnut, a row of
slendar Lombardy poplars, and two "symmetrical, round-
topped linden trees.,”

Though I have discussed at great length iliss Cather's
precccupation with the ferman love of gardening, this is
not the only phase she has noted of thelr ability to creste
homes of comfort and of charm. Inside the Erlichs' house
in ne of Qurs we are shown 2 picturs of harnoniocus, sympa-
thetic family 1life. This home ie nuite in contrast with
the typlcal Americzn home of that dzy as represented by
that of Clauds VWheeler's fanily or any of uls American
neighbors. Vthen Claude visited the Zrlichs he found that
they had easy, agreeable manners. They all took an interest

in the sasme things, and the talk "went racing fron one

10mhe Professor's House, p. 14.




thing teo ancther.” Claude had never hesard a faaily talk so
much or with anvthing 1like the enthusiasm they had. Here
was none of the polsoncus reticence he had always associatbed

£

fe]

with Tanily gatherings. Claude found that he wanted to
think thinzgs out btefore he went to the Zrlichs' s¢ that

when he arrived, he could express himself. At home it had
been considered unnecessary o do that. It wasn't 'American'
to explaln yourself.

Hor was conversation the conly thing that made this
house an attractive place to Claude. The Erliechs had
beautiful things about them, too, not especially rich, but
good. There was 2 rare engraving of Hapoleon, a small bust
of Eyron, and some comfortable, well-used furniture--nothing
luxuriocus. But the number of books astonished him. The

viainscoting all zround the rccm was built up in

open bookcases, stuffed with volunes fat and thin,

and they all looked interestinc and hard-used.ll
These people, Claude decided, knew how te live. They had
learnad to spend thelir money on themselves instead of on
machines. Often he contrasted the materialism of people
he knew with the culet content of the Zrlichs.

The center and gulding force oy this household was
Augusta Erlich, the mother of six grown sons., Claude liked
all the boye and admired them very ruch, but he liked best

to have rs. BErlich to himsel?f for a half hour. Vhen she

ligne of Curs, p. 40.




talked tc him she tzught him se muech sbout life. And

every time he went away from her he felt happy

and full of kindness, and thought asbout besach-

woeds and walled t('nb or about Carl Schurz and

the Romantic revolution.lé
In her home he had s sense of being in a wars ond gracious
atmosphere thot was charged with generous enthuslasrmg. Life
took on a richer meaning for Claude because of his friend-
ship for the Xrliehs.

Another Gernan house that offered comfort and peace to
a student away from home was the cne to which Thea Kronborg
was taken on her srrival in Chicago. The two German wonen
whe lived there were sympathetlc and understanding. 4And
though thelr houss was not modern nor beautlfully appointed
and furnished, Thea found peace and culet there. Fat, jolly

“rs. Lorch was a good cook and very gentle and kind. Her

e

¥

daughter, !irs. Andersocon, was musicsl and suang in the liozart
Soclety. The latter introduced Thez to the Art Institute
and thus nade possible the satisfying experience Thea had
with the great pictures and casts axhibited thers. DBoth
these wonen were faithful friends, and the peace that Thea
found inm their home helped her to support the great and
difficult sxperiences of that first winter.

5t111 another tribubte to the Gerrman home lg found in

Lucy Gavheart. Lucy'ﬂ teacher in Chicago, Professor Auer-

bach, and his wife were very genial, sound, and understand-

l“Ibid., De 45,
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ing people. Urs. huerbzch knew Just the sort of place Lucy
needed for a homey fzeling and tock her to the Schneflf
bakery, an old German landnmark in the city. There Lucy
found rooms where she was @llowed all the privacy and soli-
tude she needed for her work and still was watched over by
people who were kindly and congenlal.

The willingness of the Gernan to give himselfl over
whole-heartedly to hisg art 1s the second characteristic
which ¥iss Cather has portrayved very strongly. And the art
to which the German is seeningly most devoted is his rusle.
In several instances in iiss Cather's novels wa are told
that the German race nakes ons of the most receptive audi-

ences for various sorts of musical entertairmment. Sebastian,

for cxamnple, in Lucy Gavheart, was willineg, 335 many sinsers

were not, to make engagements with ordinary little singing
societies. He gave s his reason that ost of thess socie
ties were made up largely of Gernans and Swedes whe could
really sing and who raally got sonething cut of nusic. And

in The Song of the larx Fred Cttenburg says, "We may have a

i

muslical publlic in this countxy scme day, but as yst there
are only the Cernans znd the Jews."13

Hobt only does iliss Cather present the Cermans

’;?

=8 heing

L

very appreciative listeners when there is good music, but

she describaes nany of her German charecters as skilled per-

IESOSQGEf the Lark, p. 274; also see lucy Gavheart, pp. 37
AT % a
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formers. Luecy Gayheart's father, Jaeob Gayheart, though he
vas a wabtchmaker by trade, played the clarinet and flute
very well. ile gave instrumental lessons and trained the
town band. So artistic and music-loving was he that he
took more palns iﬁ making the band members practice than he
did in making his business pay. then Lucy told Sebastian
some of these things about her father, he said,'”Gefman, of
pourse? That's good. A German watchmaker who plays the
flute seems to me a confortable sort of father to have.ml4

Another talented German, whose musical instrunent was.
her rieh contralto voice, was Mrs;-Erlich*s cousin, Madane
Schroeder-Zchatz, who sang with the Chicago Upera Company.
Her volce "was a really superb organ and gave people a
pleasure as substantial as food and driak.*19

Fred Ottenburg in The Song of the Lark was anotihsr

character who knew good music and could listen with an ex-~
ipart gar t0 great concerts and operas. He played the plano
guite well and had a splendld baritone wvoice. He took
lessocns oeecasionally Just o keep his talente in trinm Tor
his own pleasure. The Kohlers, too, in this same novel
were very sympathetlc toward art. Although neither ¥Mr. nor
?Ers. Zohler played an instrument, they furnished sm appre-

ciative audlience for Thea and Professor Vunsch. OFften they

A41u0y Gayheart, p. 45.

'lﬁoﬂe/gg Qurs, p. 59.
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gat and listensd to the Mexicans sin

zing acress the gulch.
Ané when Thea began bto sing at church, Frs. Yohler changed
her custom and began to attend services so that she might
neayr Thea's volice.

The Kohler f=amily, heslides exhibiting = deep arpraclia-
tion for art and the ablility to uaintain a homs of comfort
and ehars, also present an interesting study of the CGerman
attribute of thoroughness. Mr. Kchler, for exsmuple, was =

P

well-trained and consclentiouns tailor. The man under whom

e

he had studied ais trade in Germany had recuired each of
his pupils, before finishin: the course, to ereate = nicture
sbitched with smail rleces of silk or woeleﬁ cloth on a
linen background. Fritz Xohler's ploture wae s copy of a

popular paintiac of Hapolecon's retreat from Foscow. It was

a very intricate riece of worlr znd reuarksbly well-done.

Tritz had worked ocut every deotzall with the ninutest Tidelity.

Hohler and shs fook speclal cars of 1t.,

Professgor Yunsch is ar interesting exomple of the in-

fluesnce that the Cerman cheracteristie of thorocughness csn
have on other peodple as weaell as on the Gernans themselves.
The Frofessor was a decided fallure in life and a traitor
to zig talents. Fut vhen he discovered the renarkable
abllity Thea ironborg had for susle, and had helped her to
feel the urze of 2 great aspliration and desire, he went

Turther and iapressed upon her the nacessity of hard work



gnd falthful endeavor. It was hls pupil'e power of anplica-
tion and her rugged will that interested him. He had lived
50 long anong people whcse sole ambitlecn was to get sone-
thing for nothing that he had learned not to look for
sericusness in anything. ¥ow that he had discovered it, it
recalled.stahdards, axbiticns, a soclety long forgot. So
he kept Thea st her practice Tfor long hours, told her she
:should be st 1t even ec2rlier in the wmornings, snd Iinsisted
on knowlng that she understood completely the neanings of
the songs he tauglht hey.i6

Miss Cather does not present & completely ldeallistic
picture of the Cermar race. FProfessor YWunsch was weak and

addicted to drink. Jacob CGayheart in Lucy Cayheart, though

genial and refined, had not the practiczl sense necessary
to succead. And in One of Curs diss Cather has described
1individual German soldlers who were crude and deserved the
:epithat ef "Beches" that the Freneh and thelr allies at-
tached bo them. Bubt such unrefined characters can be found
in any army and any nation, and it is with the ziore refined
German elenent that iss Cather has besn concerned in her
novels. ©Ohe quotes from thelr poens, alludes to thelr great
‘

‘cperas sndé speaks Teelingly of the fine gualities of thelr
language.

The cualities of CGerman character and culture that T

18gong of the Lerk, pp. 75-78.
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have found nost strikingly pertrayved in her novels, hovever,
areo: tha abllity and desire to make homes of comfort and
ohara, williangness to devote thenselves unreservedly to the
producticn or enjoyrnent ol great art, and the thoroughness
that enables them to do either great or small things to
thelir complete satisfaction. Certainly ilss Cather shows a

great respect for the Germang as a race of people.

49



Y. The French

Since the very beginning of our national history the
French people have had a distinet contact with our American
race. They bordered the early English colonies on the north
in Canada and on the south in the Louisiana territory.
Numerous French settlements were scattered all along the
Mississippi basin. There was a whole settlement of French
Canadians not far from Miss Cather's early home near Red
Cloud, Hehraska.l Consequently she took an early interest
in this race as well as in other immigrant groups. This
interest is ;erleoted in at least four of her outstanding
novels. In Shadows on the Rock she deals quite thoroughly
with the French colonization in Canada during the seventeenth
century. In Death Comes for the Archbishop she tells how

the French culture was brought directly to our American
Southwest by the French missionaries who came about the
mid-nineteenth century. In One of Ours she tells of the
French culture in their own land as observed by our American
soldiers during the World War. In O Ploneers, an earlier
novel than these others, she describes a French settlement

lAnon., "A Bilographical Sketech" found in the Knopf P et,
Ps Lo



very similar to the one she used to visit near Red Cloud.
She also describes Professor St. Peters in The Professor's

House as a French Canadian on hls father's side. He had
studied in France during his youth and had adopted numerous
French ideas and customs. Altogether we could say that Miss
Cather has shown a decided interest in the French and their
cultural background. We should remember, too, that she
herself traveled in their country and tried for a while to
live there. Thus she had a first-hand knowledge of French
people both at home and in this country.

The French have received heritages from various stocks.
Their national character combines the vivacity, brilliance,
and quickness of the Celtic races with the practical sense,
industry, and talent for organization of the Northmen or
Teutonic people. The French are a race peculiarly fond of
peace and ordor.2

Miss Cather's French characters run true to such type

description. Some dominant'porsonal gqualities I have ob-

served in her Frenchmen are fondness for peace and'order,

talent for organization, and a decided sense of practicality.

She tells how these people brought with them to America the
graces and traditions attendant on their religion, and shows
how attuned they were to what Rapin calls "the mellow art

of living." Needless to say, she does not overlook the

2count de Sargiges, "France--The People,"” The World Book
Encyclopedia, IV, 2568.
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Celtic inheritance of vivacity and brilliance.

Not every one of Hiss Cather's French characters
possesses all of the admirable qualities listed above, but
we find many of these characteristies frequently repeated.
The French love of peace and order in the home can be
traced in several instances and seems particularly typical.
Perhaps Miss Cather's best portrayal of this characteristic
is found in Shadows on the Rock. In fact in this story
Miss Cather seems most concerned, not with manipulating any
certain complication of plot nor with the portrayal of any
one character, but with presenting a picture of a way of
living that was gracicus and ordered. 8She reveals a refine-
ment brought by the French that stood out in sharp contrast
to the stark barrenness of the wilderness and the savagery
of the Canadian Indians.

The main characters in the story were Euclide Auclair,
an apothecary, and his little daughter Cecile. The mother
had died soon after they came to America, but these two had
carried out her purpose to make their home both comfortable
and enjoyable. Such an undertaking had required careful
planning and execution for this was about the year 1700, and
Quebec was a hard, bare rock and a bleak place on which to
make a home. But though the outside world was rough and
erude, they made the interior of their little shop and
dwelling as cozy as it could be with the furnishings and
ornaments they had. Their establishment was an example of

neatness, orderliness, and beauty. It seemed "like home to



the French-bora” and the colonists liked to drep in on the

fis dinner Auclair regarded as the ritaal that hepd
alm 2 civilized nan and a Frenchnan. Hot ecareless liks soue
of his neighbors, he belleved that If one tock trouble he
could llve well, aven in Juebec. 0One evening scene in his
hone Hiss Cather desoribes thus:

In the living recom behing, which was partly shut

off from the apothecary’s shop . . . , a Tire

burned in the fireplace, and the round dining

table was already set vlth a white ¢loth, silver

candlesticks, slasses, and two clear decanters,

one or red wine and one of white,“
All these things were a part of the peaceful setting and
orderly routine that Auclalrts wife was determinaed he should
not lose.

Hadame suclalr had brought from France her housshold
goouds, without whiech she could not lmaglne iife at all, cnd
the salon behind the shop was very much like thelr old salon
in Parise. As long a3 she lived she trisd to make the new
life a8 mmech as possible like the old. 4after she tegan to
feel sure that she would never be well enouzh to return to
Prance, her chief c¢are was to train her little daughter so
that she would bhe able to carry on this orderly manner of
living. D3he told little Cecile:

Without order our lives would be disgusting, 1like

these of the poor savages. At houme, in France, we
have learned to d¢ all these things in the best

dShddGiS on the Rock, p. 9.




way, @md we are conscientious, and that 1s wvhy

we are ¢alled the most civilized people in

Europe.4

Loyal to her trust, Cecilc carried on the tradition of
her mother's people. She was neticulously neat about all
her personal and household affairs. She carried out the
orderly routine her mobher had laid doun for various season-

al activities. She was both coanventional and fervent in

her sdherence 10 the regular religious observances.

beie
]

Some of the same characteristic orderliness we gee
certalin of the French families whom Claude Vheeler visited
in Ore of Ours. Peace and order in the home 1s z matber

which Iilss Cather herself evidently has teken great in-
terest. ilot only does she pralse this virtuse in tho French,
tut she pregents admirable characters of other naticunalities
who are narced by this dlistincvive trait. She speaks of the
orderly wanagement of Vrs. Xrounborg's larpe household in

The Scng of the Lark. She writes respectfully in ¢ Ploneers

T 'Y

of Irs. FBergson's eleven years' strugele “to malntaln soue
semblance of order amid cenditlons that made order very

difficuls.”® And in Cne of Ours she describos Claude

Vheeler as having been "born with a love of order, just as
he was born with red halir. It wag a personal trivute,"®

she says. Perhsps that igs why Claude becanie s¢ attached to
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the French way of living that he though of making his home
there. The French mode of existence had so much of peace
about it and a permasnence that he felt Americans were still
too unstable to realize. "Life," he felt,

was so short that it meant nothing at all unless
it were continually reinforced by something that
endured; unless the shadows of individual exist-
ence came and went against a background that held
together.?

Closely assoclated with the characteristic peace and
order of the French homes is the natural ability of the
French to organize. For without some system of organiza-
tion there could be no orderliness about even household
affairs. Splendid examples of the French talent for organ-
izing were the two French missionaries of Death Comes for
the Archbishop. They were Father Latour, the Bishop of
the newly established New Mexican diocese, and his vicar,
Father Jeoseph Valliant. French love of order and the
talent for organization were both strongly exemplified in
these two.

In the year 1848, a group of cardinals had met near
Rome to gelect the priest who should be put in charge of
the new dlocese. Jean Marie Latour, themn 35 years of age,
was a Frenchmar of good family, intelligent, well-trained,
and endowed with exquisite taste. He was full of zeal for
his work, too, and had the strong constitution which the

arduous task he was to be assigned would require. When

70ne of Qurs, p. 406.
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Father Ferrand recomended young Latour for the new post,
the Spanish cardinal agresed with him that the French were
the best missionaries. "Our Spanich Tathers,” he said
*made good martyrs, bubt the ¥French Jesults accomplished
nore. They are the great organizers."S lhen the Venetlian
cardinal chellenged him with the question., "Better taan.the
Germuans?,” the Spanisrd made this graphle stotenent:
Oh, the Germans classify, but the French arrange! L
The French missionaries have = sense of properiion '
and raticnal adjustment. They are ml&avs Trj*”“

o discover Lhe logical relabion of thi Tt is
2 passion with thenm.

d

Ané vher Father Latour, ss Viesr Apostolic of Mew
Hlaxico, arrived with his assistant, Father Valliant, =nd
succeeded in establishing himself at the nsw nest in Sants
Fe, the task vhilch confronted hia called Torth all of th
Prenchrian's talents for arrangenent. All his nowers were
exerted to bring order out of chaos. His lorical nind told
nim that th taqk could not be done in a short while nor
without the u=e of great taect and diplomacy. But gradu=zlily,
and with good business sense, be hrought the recalcitrant
nriests into line, established churches, and strengthened
the systen already sot up. RBefore his life's vwork was done

he had built 2 eathedral in the French Gothic stvle which

was to be a lasting monunent to his zeal, his zbility, and

bri)
4id

file corsecration. It was bullb nst so much.for his own

§,w

8peath Cones for the Archbishop, ». 7.
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gratification as for the future, but he took pains i«

O
[§d
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that it envodied the btest polnts of architectural beauty 1
desipgn =amd structure that his aative France had been able
0 accumulate 1In long generations of experience. He cven
arranged to have 2 French architect and artissns come from
Teulouse, saying a8 he planped:

I uish to leave nothing to chance, or tc the mercy

" American builders. I had rather Keep the old

aﬁcbe church we have now thsn help to build one of

those Lorrible structures they are pubtting up in

the Ohio cities. I want a plain churah, bvut I want

a good one. I shsll certainly never 1lift oy hﬂnd

to build a clumsy affalir of red brick, like an

English coach-house. Cur own [idi Rom&nesque is the

rizht style.lO

This good viear, vho as his diocese grew and hils povers
increaseld, beecams first a blishop and then an arebbishop,
spent forty vears of service in his work as an organizer
and leader in this great task of establishing & church that
wonld best serve the young ana rapidly chenglng territory
vhich had besn newly added to the United States. Tub he
could never have succeeded ag he did without the heln of
Pather Valliant, vho best represents the practical sens

with which the French are oftsn so richly endowed.

It was Father Joseph who managed the home and sscured
the comforts that made 1life endurable for himself and
Father Latour. Almost miraculcously he nsnaged to sacure

the things they needed. Fresh food was almest unobiainable

in that pioneer country, but Father Joseph somehow was able

10peath Coues for the Archbishop, p. £245.




to gather up the neecesgary vionds to prepsrs o paictable
meal. e made ths rare Trench sourn with whieh they cele~
brated the first Christias Day, and ke cooked the meal with

nis ovin hands. Later be trained an Indian woosm 0 do

A

these things. The soup--2 dark onion soup with croutons-—-

&

wags one they both sgreed that ne one im all the vestern
country ceuld nateh unless he were a Frenchman. The Rishop
.stateﬁ,

When one thinks of it, 3 soup like this ig not the

work of one man. It is the result of a constﬁntly

refined tradition. There are nearlj a thousand

vears of history in this soup.

Father Vulliant was not only practical in hils mansge-

nt of the honge and servante but alsc a2 wonderful help in

securing fundés for the new cathedral. XHe felt no hesitancy
in askinz for donations s8¢ leng as the mwoney vent te the
church or to the carrying on of Father Latour's worik. He
secured the two fine whifte mules, Contento and Angeliesn,
whio were real treasures to the two sriests vhen they itrav-
eled. Ie discovered & fine old Spanich bell, too, in Lhe
basenent of the old churech sné scon had it established in
the new structure. Father Valliant was certainly practical
and nhad great success in the scconplishment of necessary
things.

»

A fourth characteristie of the Frepnch with which ¥lss

: -

Cather has shovwn considerable preoccupation was thelr rell-

ll;bidn, p. 580
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gious zeal. Or perhaps she was more interested in "those
graces, traditions and riches of the mind and spirit" that
a religious people bring with them, as she says, into "a
remote and savage country." Her preoccupation with the
contribution of the Catholic religion pervades her novel
about the French Catholics in Canada as it did the earlier
novel, Death Comes for the Archbishop (1927). In the

former, Shadows on the Rock (1931), she expresses her ideas

about the matter in complete detail:
When an adventurer carries his goods with him into a
remote and savage country, the colony he founds will,
from the beginning, have graces, traditions, riches
of the mind and spirit. Its history will shine with
bright incidents, slight, perhaps, but precious, as
in life itself, where the great matters are often as
worthless as astronomical ﬁstancea, and the trifles
dear as the heart's blood.
She illustrates this thought with numerous incidents that
had to do with the rel igious observances of Cecile Auclair
and her friends. The traditions concerning the appearances
of saints and the working of miracles are told with partic-
ular sympathy. ©She describes the cheerful attitude of the
Sisters at the Ursuline convent toward the privations snd
hardships they had to endure. They accepted good and ill
fortune with high spirit and even with humor and brought a
rich blessing to that savage wilderness.
¥hile Shadows on the Rock is especislly rich in evi-

dence of the cultural graces that were attendant on the

l2ghadows on the Roek, p. 98.
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religicus people with which 1t deals, Death Conss for bhe

»

Arehbiehop 1o slnost ecuslly so. While Pather Latour was

trying to convert the Tndizns and fexicanz, he sisc used
every meang 2t his command to teach then vhat he trhought

were the necessary riches of life. Hiss Cather shows that
vwhen his time had been served znong these people, the
territory that he had tended was conslderably more cultured
and civilized, largely dus to hie efforts. Schools had been
fostered, remote villages visited and exborted to riore
regular wayg of living, and grest cleanliness and beauby
ad been brought to many homes.

For one of the traits that long generaticns of settled
living have bullt up in the French pecyle is a complete
mastery of what, for vant of a better temn, I have called
“the pellow art of living.” 7o many people this is a more
cormenly Known tralt than any of the obhers I have discussed.
And isu Cather has dealt richly with this ch=aracteristic
act only in connection with the religion, but in other ways

well. Father Latour is still perhans her best exumple.
He worked ag an organizer and bullder and led his flock in-
to brishter, higher planes of religious living. He also
continued to cherish the culture of old France and helped
to disseninate 1t In this new country. His home was nade
as confortable and attractive as possible. The furniture,
thiough heavy andé rcughly-hewn, v as beautifully carved and
covered with decorated leather. And the living room was

= -

lighted with

£

the rosy soft gow of fire light and of candles,
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set i1n the silver candlesticks he had brought froam France.

Hde wrote buaek to one of hls brother priests saving
that all day he was an fmerican and dressed and acted like
2 business man, bub when he returned within his own walls,
he put on hkis eassock and was oance agalin wore of a priest
and & Prenchman. Bverything that he hod asboub hin reflected
the delicate taste and refinement that had been bred in
him and that, 38 he said about the souap, represented "nearly
2 thousand ysars of history.®

The Auclairs in Shadows on the Rock, as I have partially

shown in my discussion of peaco andéd order, krnew the in-
portance of kespling =llive this "melliow art.” The culbure
they had brought with thew was not a surface ornawent whieh
one tekes on by briel special training, but an inbern and
infused way of living sné feeling. Ceclle knew thie, not
so much becsuse she had been taught, bubt beczuse she had
grovin into the knowledge, had drunk 1t in fro her surround-
ings, her culeb, serene, and decant honme 1ife. She knew,
too, that deceunt surroundings were iﬁportant in kKeaping
alive the precious heritage of cultured feelings. At the
time, for instance, when she canme howme from a visit to the
Harnols household vhere she was made unhappy and altogether
unoconfortable becsause of their careless, dlsorderly way of
living,yahe admitted to her father that they had kind ways,
but she thought to herself that that was not enough. UOne
had to have "kind things' sbout one tve. And as she went

about her work, taking joy even in her kitchen becauze of



its cleanliness and neatness, szhe thought:

These voppers, big and 1little, these brooms and
clouts and bru5qes were tools; and with then on
W@d@, not shoes or eablinet work, but Life itsel
One wmade a eclimate within a clxwzte one xade the
days,--the complexion, the special fl avour, the
special happiness of each day as it pass ed ona
made 1ife.ld

Svervtiing, then, thet contributed to making thelr life

acile’s concern as well
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rich, mellow, and sabisfs
as her father's.

“lss Cather, who grew up in such 2 raw, new ploncer
gsetting, was intrizued with the nmellow flavour of older

cilviltizations. She spoziks frequently of the French taste

z.-h

for rare old wines. Often she desceribas thelir particular
insistbence upon fine cooking and tasteful table sehtings.
There will be a snowy white cloth upon the toble apd an

st or fire light,

fos
pir
ty
e

appropriate baclzround of soft candlel
r perh&ps a gracicus outdoor srrangenent. And ths food
will be served one dish st 2 time so thet one nay relish

its fuli Tlavour. These nore aesthetic elements of every-

ol

day living, which have had such a decided arpsal to liss
Cather's teuperament, are part of the heritape of Turopean

pecple. Through lopg yvears they have loarned to satisly

thelir souls with the wmore natural ﬁleasures rethey than

the somewhat artifieclal ones te which Americans roesort.

Vivaecity is wnother aguality of the French which iiiss

Cather has not overlooksd. That Celtlc strain, shich 1

lgShades on the Roek, p. 198.



have referred to is noticeable in several of her French
.characters. They are not always serlous and methodleal.
émiXEd with thelr practieal ability is on slement of bril-.
liance and gayety. Flerre Charron, Cecile Auclair's very
good friend, war a proud, hundsome, and apgresslive young:
man whom iMiss Cather deseribes as having "the good manners
;Gf the old world, the dash snéd daring of the nevr."+% Then-
ever he came tc see the Auclairs he seemed to bring with
him fresh coursge, vigor, and gallant daring. Cecile loved
- to plan now explolts with him znd to hear him tell of daring
adventures. For she toc was vivacious and gay. Yer bright-
ness livened up the bleak wiuters for her father and his
friends, and whaen spring cane she seenad to e all new
agaln as scon as the first swallow was back.
In ¢ Fionsers iliss Catler dwells sgain on the vivacity

of the French. Bamil Bergson's French friends were alvays
‘having gay parties and festivals. 3Enil loved to take part
in thelir good timss. Ha told his sister that at school
the Swedes were dull and stolid, but the French and Bohemians
were Giifferent. They were alvways aulck and alert.

Hiss Cather's decided interest in the ¥French people
" has led her to use thenm in many of her novels. She has
given careful attention to their home life and has observed
many phases of the rare o0ld eulture that they have built up

through long gensrabtions. Thoe characters that she has drawn

' l41pig., p. 172.



fitly illustrate the dominant French traits of crderliness,
organization, practical ability, adherence to religion and
?its traditions, ecultivsted artistie home litve, and personal
vivaclty. These zmre the cualitlies that sttracted her to
the French and thot she hes sttempted to make her readers

seg¢ and appreciate.



Vi. The Spanish-texican People

Travel in Spain night sceount for some of iilssg Cuther's
interest in Spanish life, but no doubt nost of her interest
in Spanish Americans was aroused by her frequent visits to
flew tlexico and Arizonz. Hather early in her writing carser
she zade her first {rip into the Scubthwest znd spenb o cone-
siderable period of time there., She becane intrigued with
the history of the Catholic Churceh in that country =nd the
worik of the Spapish nisslonaries, and for twelve vears she
went back as often as che could.t Then when her knowledze

o’ the nlace was complete and her feelling for its culbure

was mature, she wrote Death Comes for the archbishop. Ghis
book, which some c¢ritics consider her masbergieca,g reflects
the lohg pericd of time iiss Cather had devoted to her
study of the locality and its people. Though this work is
rinarily the story of two French nissionarleg, it also
contalns gonglderable btreztuent of the earlier Spanish

miggionaries, of the lives zand custons of their fexiecan

charges, and of the more prinitive Indizan euwlture. The

lyi1la Cather, "Letter to the Commonweal,® Xnopf Pamphlet,
Pp. 18 and 19.

“Rend Rapin, Willa Cather, v. 81, also p. 83.



gulture which the Spaniards hod brought with thes vas still
an important factor in the lives of the lexicans and Indlans,
and Father Latour, as far as it was poselble, wisely bulltb
upen the foundstion already laid.

{fiss Cather's apprecistive regard for the Spanish
culture is interestingly revealed in her trestment of the
bell incident. Father Latour, on his reburn Irom ome of
hils long pastoral trips, found that Father Valliant had
secured a splendld eld bell for thelir new cathedral. In
responses to his pleased inquiry about its souvcs, Father
Valliant related thaet it was Spanish in origin, wag in-
serdibed to St. Joseph vith the date 1356, and hsd probably
been brought Iron itexico by ox eart. Though no ons Xnew
where it was casbt, the story was teld thab it was pledged
to St, Joseph in the wars with the Xoors and that the
people of some besieged clity brought all thair plate and
silver and gold ornaments snd threw them in with the bassy
metals. "There iz certainly 4 good deal of sliver in the
bell,” eoncluded ather Valllant. YHNothing else would
acecount for its tone.”

Father Latour's comment on this legend is an interest-
ing revelution of Mice (ather's ability to trace our.culbur-
a1l heritage to its source.

And the silver of the Spaniards was really lioorish,
wags it not? If not actually of Yoorish nmaXe, copled
fron their design. The Spaniards knew nothing about
working silver except as they learned it from the
008 o« «

I am glad to think there is lioorish silver in



your bell. When we first came here, the one good

workman we found in Santa Fe was a silversmith.

The Spaniards handed on their skill to the Mexi-

cans, and the Mexicans have taught the Navajos to

work silver; but it all came from the Moors.
Many other interesting examples of Miss Cather's respect
for tradition can be cited from her novels. But I know of
no instance where she goes so deeply into detail to reveal
the debt we owe in America to other peoples and other
epochs as she has done in the above passage.

The Professor's House furnishes another instance of
Miss Cather's interest in Spanish civilization. Professor
St. Peters, she said, looked like a Spaniard. "That was
probably because he had been in Spain a great deal and was
an authority on certain phases of Spanish history."4 For
fifteen years he had worked on his Spanish Adventurers in
North America, an eight-volume history of the civilizing
influence of the Spanish conquerors. He had spent two
Sabbatical years in Spain, two summers in the Southwest,
and another in 0ld Mexico.®

But in spite of his being seeped in Spanish history
8t. Peters was not a Spaniard, but an American of part
French-Canadian extraction. Miss Cather has no wholly
Spanish characters; therefore it is necessary for us to

study her Mexican characters to find the Spanish traits

3peath Comes for the Archbishop, pp. 44 and 45.
‘__T;_h_g Professor's House, pp. 12-13.
S1pid., p. 25.
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which they have inherited and brousht vwith ther %o the

Inited States.

wexicans, of course, hove a mized heritsge of Spanish

and Indizn culture, but the Ipanish Influcnce often is
dominznt. At least this is true ir the characters liles
Jather has chosen fe pertray. Boapty snd charm are two
closely allied traits of Spaniok wonen that we £ind de~
sleted in ifeg Cather's llexicons,., The skilll these Llexliean
women possessed in art and needigrork, on the other hand,
was probably honded down Troz thelr Indian Torebears as
well as the Spanish. The carefree gayety of the t¥pical

Mexlcan like Spanish Johnuy is 2 quality usually atiribub e

g

to Spanish ancestors. Strange w98 1t moy seen, the gulet
gbrength and dignity of characters like Johnny's wife ez

alsc bhe traced to 2 proud, independent linec of nobla

Spaniards.® The abllity to enjoy the aimple ploasures of

life is perhaps the most striking
Cather's exlicans: a littls nusic, a little darvcing, and

a mere suflficiency of food and clothing made thelr lives
somplete. The simplicity of their living znd the sponta-
neity of thelr emctions nske ilas Cather's lexicans o warm

and celorful part of the kalelidoscope of American 1life,

.

Two Llexican women who illustrate the nulet charm snd

Yiarion Vileox and J. B. iichonnel, "Spain--ithnology,” The
Americanz, XXV, 331. ¥ The Spe ni4rd" are reserved,
taciturn and stand much upon their dignity. . . . Lith
‘their natural indolence there is a strange mixture af
enthusiasn.’
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beauty ment ioned above are presented in Death Comes for the

Archbishop. They are Sefiora Carson, the wife of the his-
toric character Xit Carson, and Magdalena, the wife of an
American rascal named Scales. Senora Carson was a good
woman, gentle but wise, and very devout. When the Bishop
called on her she received him with "that qulet but un-
abashed hospitality which is a common grace in Mexican
households." Intelligent and handsome, her countenance
showed "that discipline of life which he admired."7 Magda-
lena, too, when she was given refuge by the Sisters of
Loretto, soon blossomed out into her native serenity and
recovered her inherent beauty. The Bishop used to enter
the school by the kitchen garden where she served, just to
look upon her serene and handsome face.

In this same novel Miss Cather speaks of the skill of
the Mexican women in needlework and lace-making and hem-
stitching. They freely supplied the Bishop with fine linen
for his perscn, his bed, and his table. The men, too, were
skilled in weaving, in pottery, and in metal work. Miss
Cather is thoroughly conscious of kiexican artistry. She
has described Tom Outland's Mexican blanket in The Professor's
House and has told elsewhere in Death Comes for the Arch-

bishop of their skill as silversmiths.
In The Song of the Lark, more than in any other of her
books, Miss Cather has portrayed the carefree quality of

7Death Comes for the Archbishop, p. 155.




2

the Hexlcans. Across the tracks from the main part of th
Golorado town of Moenstons, whare Thea ronborg lived, was
a settlement designated as Mexiecan Town. There Johnany
follanmmnter and his wife snd a dozen or uwore other exican

1 lived, zpparently happy and content witkh very
little, cerdainly troubling no one as they vend along in
thelr own vay cf living--a guaint and rathar pretty vay to
live, indes=d.

Lround all their adobe houses were "neat little yards,

with tamarisk hedges snd flovers, 2nd walks bordered with
shells or vhite-washed stones.”® The spirit of Mexican

Town could be partly seen in bthis neatness snd prettiness.

o

It was revenled 2lsc Iin the satisfying love of life ex-
nibited by 1ts sitizens, and in the nightly sounds of musie
fropn Tlddla and guitar thot drifted over to listeners In
the other parts of tOwﬂ cn swmer evenlngos.

"Spanish Johnny," as Sehor Tellomantez was ealled,
zmost strongly renresents the gaver tvpe of ilexioan. IHe was
the sort of carefree und wari~heasrted rerson who is attrac-
tive to everyone. In epite of his weaknsss, his irresponsi-
bility, everyvone loved hin and forgave him. And he in turn
zave evervona alse, as well zs hinsalf, great pleasure with
iz muslic Thers was sons unsatisfisd longing in Johnny's
heart, however, which he tried to satisfy with drink and

with exeessive devotion, =t times, to his guitar-plaring.

Bsone cf the Lark, p. 4l.
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Yhen one of these temperanental spells came over him, he
ran away and played from town to town Bill his was below the
Border. Uihen hs had fineily worn hinseolf ouvt, he wornld
cong home, spent and tired, sick of body as of mind. Then
1t was that Irs. Tellaonantes could fulfill her part in his
Lifs.

In Johnny's wife lliss Cather presants an examnle of

the stronser lexlcan character. ITn strength and dignity

ey

very siasllar to Sanera Carson and “iagdalens, irs. Tellanantez

represents the staunch gelf-sufficlent ocuality of the proud
ling of old Spanlsh aristoerats. The following decerintion
Hears oud this point:

Mrs. Tellamantez was always considered a very
homely woman. Ier face was of & ~tr0%gl maried
trpe nob S?:ﬂsth“tVC to fmericans. Such 10n‘

oval faces, Uluh g full chin, 2 Ldrga oblil

mouth, & hi rh noge, are not uncormmon in gpain.
ilrs. Tellemantez could not write and could read ,
but little. Her strons nature lived upon ltself.®

w

™is strong, but wonanly, character 4id nov concern herselfl
with her nelighbors' business. 8he did not vwaste time in

3

idle gossl

% ‘

> o fruitless criticism of others. then zhe wasg

5

£

not engaged in looklng afier Johnny during hils bad tines or
entering into his anusensants vhen he was well and gay, she
busied herself with hey drawn work or sat at homs in her
doorway, corpmning with herselif.

g

fer Anerican neighbors, on the cother hand, could not

fowrs

appreciate this "strong nature.” They Imsew jnst snough

7

K
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about her to presume to judge and condemn. People said

she was too lenlient with her husband and ought to discipline
him. But Miss Cather reveals the inner woman of quiet re-
finement and gentle grace. Her strength, her patience, and
her deep understanding of the childlike vagaries of her
husband are exhibited in the following statement:

"He 1s always fooled"-- The Mexican woman spoke
rapidly and tremulously, her long lower lip trem-
bling. "He is good at heart, but he has no head.
He fools himself. You do not understand in this

3c:%rz: you are progressive. But he has no

ent, and he Es googﬁ' ." She stopped quickly,
took up one of the white conch-shells that bor-
dered the walk, and, with an apologetic inclination
of her head, held it to Dr. Archie's ear. ™"Listen,
doctor. You hear something in there? You hear the
sea, and yet the sea is very far from here. You
have judgment and you know that, but he is fooled.
To him it 1s the sea itself. A little thing is
big to him."10

This passage shows what a close distinction Miss
Cather wishes to draw between the spirit of her Mexican
characters and the Americans. For her there was something
to admire and respect about even a low-born foreign charac-
ter. Her sympathetic portrayal implies a criticism of the
American contempt for the simplicity and spontaneity of the
Mexicans.

Spontaneity is perhaps the most typical Mexican trait
which Miss Cather portrays In The Song of the Lark. Here
she depicts the easy ability of these people to drink
deeply of life's Jjoys. The citizens of Mexican Town were

101pia., p. 43.
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able to receive great happiness and emotional satisfaction
from little pleasures. In Mrs. Tellamantez' phraseology,
"a little thing was big to them." Miss Cather tells about
the Mexican dance Thea attended one Saturday evening when
she had grown to a young lady and was home from Chicago for
the summer. Thea had never been allowed to attend any
dances before but the ones the rallroad men sometimes gave
in Firemen's Hall. Those dances were

very different from this. The boys played rough

Jokes and thought it smart to be clumsy and to run

into each other on the floor. For the square

dances there was always the bawling voice of the

caller, who was also the county auctioneer.ll
The Mexican dance, on the contrary, was soft and quiet.
There was no calling; the conversation was very low; the
rhythm of the muslic was smooth and engaging; the men were
graceful and courteocus. Girls danced with their brothers,
fathers with their daughters, and it was a wholesome family
affair. There was an atmosphere of ease and friendly
pleasure in the low, dimly-1it room. Thea could not help
wondering whether the Mexicans had no jJealousies or neigh-
borly grudges as the people in Moonstone had. She observed
no restraint of any sort. There was only "a kind of natural
harmony about their movements, their greetings, their low

conversations, their smiles."12

Not only were these people spontaneous and free in

1lrpid., p. 229.
121vid., p. 230.
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their participation in such seoeial activitiass, bubt they
slsc ghowed unbounded appreci=ztion for the beautiful and
artistie. A4fter the dancing was ended, they 21l went over
to Johnny Yellaunantez' house for ice creaz and "sone 1il?
musica.® At first the talk was low and indolent snd was
aceompanied by =z low strumaing on gultar and mandeolin. But
when Thea began to sing for thern, they all listened in rapt
silence, their faces open, eager, unprotected. She felt as
if all these waru-hearted people debouched intc her. She
had never before sung for a really mmsicsl people, znd this
was the first time she had felt the response that such
people could give. Johnny tolé her:

Sefiorita, if you sing like that once in the City of
tiexico, they just-a go erazy. In the City of llexico
they ain't-a sit like stumps when they hear that,
not-a much! Vhen they like, they just-a give you
the town.ld

Tarough this striking episode and throughout the book, iiss

<
i
ot

ther has made it very clear that the Hexican apprecistion

Americans as represented 1in the coumunity of oonstone,

Her wnole treatment of the lMexicans, in fact, has ex-~
hiblited s warn sympathy for tham. Her every description of
thelr sensitiveness to music, the natural harmony and grace
of "thelr movensnts, thelr greetings, their low conversa-
tions, their smiles” has carried with it 2 criticism of

Ameriecan life with its fear of expression and its superior




attitude ol contenpt for the simplielty and sponbanelity
of the Hexicans.

In my study of the novels mentioned in this chapter; I

”

have found that lseg Cather has denlt with tho llexican
people as representatives of Spanish culture and that she
hag concerned herself larpgely vith the following charac-
teristics: grace and beaubty of personal apnssrance; skill
in neadlecralft and other manual arts; an easye-going, care-
free attitude tovard life; culet strensth znd dignity in
Tacling 1ife's deeper problems; spontaneity in participating

-

in life's simpler pleasures; and an ardend zppreciation Tor

This portrayal may bte 2 somevhat idealistie ons,
obvicusly overlooXing many of the zore zordld aspects of
dexican irmigrant life. It may leave the impression that
a8 Cather has too nueh sydmpathy Tor obher races z2né too
1ittle apopreciztion for her owan. Yabt her apparent nartisan-
ship foes not necessarily mean that. It seens obviocus to
sie that she holds up the wam and colorful aspects of such

2

forasign people as these in contrast to the mere restralned,
conventional 2nd bigoted Anerican attitude in order that we
nay see and adopt the characteristics and skills that will

maks our Ameriean life richer, fuller, and nore meaninglul.



I. Conclusion: The Purpose and Significance

e

of Miss Cather's Preoccupation

No one who has read Miss Cather's novels would dispute
the statement that she has exhibited a decided preoccupa-
tion with foreign peoples in America. No detailed proof,
of course, is necessary to establish this obvious fact. It
has been necessary here only to cite the subject matter of
her novels and short stories since about 1912 to show how
definite and prolonged this preocccupation has been.

The object of my study has been to learn with which
races Miss Cather has most concerned herself, to study the
characteristics of these various peoples as she has pre-
sented them, to determine in what light--favorable or un-
favorable--she has set forth their racial characteristics,
and to decide what purpose she has had in thus presenting
these qualities.

I find that Miss Cather has looked at foreign peoples--
whether Slavic, Scandinavian, Germanic, or Latin--with warm
sympathy, yet with an interest not overcolored by partiality.
That is, although her extreme interest in her subject has
often made her portrayal quite romantic and idealistic, she
still is too much of a realist to overstep very far the
bounds of probability. Her foreign characters, as a rule,



are true to type, and wille she styives to eiphagize oy
high-1ight thely more Gesirable traits, she does not Tail

to mention weaknesses and limitstions. In neaking the better
elements of thelr cultural or raelal gualities stand cut

astrongly, 0 aven heroically, she hags not meant us to think

—_t

the ismigrant Aserican a perfect creature, but she has
wanted to help us see hiwm as he is,

At Tirst her idea was that she might explain the
Tunderrated” loreigaer o hig neighbor. {Her initial in-
berest was in the peasant class of lmalgrant farwers. She

-

was concerned with showing the pionesr sturdiness of these

a

people, combined with the sensitivity that was born ol long

generaticns of careful, frubJL living in the same country.

She presented as degirable such gualitlies s thelr full-~
bodied joy in art and the artistic, thelir freedom from
restraint, their simpiieity and naturalness, and their love

of the lapnd and all its fruitfuiness.
A8 her interest increased in her art and in the nusieal
world, she becane mere and more intrigued wibth the sensitive
and artistic tastes of forelgn people. She began to por-
tray muiddle-class Turopeans wic had brought thelr nusical
talents Lo America and vwho were endowsed with esven greater

sensitivity than her earlier charaeters. In her later

£

novels, namely in Death Comes for the Archbishop and Shadows

on the Rock, she has tended to stress refinement more thun
ever before, cfbten emphasizing the observance of order and

good taste in homes of higher-class, even aristocratle,



orelgzners.
The sigriflicance of iss Gather's intersst in the

foreigner lies in the uniqueness of her attitude and treat-

bt
2
¥

ment. She is the only Amerlcan zuthor who hag deald
with the place of the imaiprant in jAmerican socelety, yat

she stands pre-eninent as the champl
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¢f foreign birth as well 25 of those who come from the upper

raba of Turopesn socletv.

Other artists, like Ienry James, Hanlin Garland, and
Advart HBlvasg, alseo hold high rank in Aneriean literaturs
Por their skilful portrayals of foreign-born neople. Butb
sach of these had a different thesis and treatment Tron
Wills Catherte. IHenry James dealt almost entirely vith
forelign people of aristocratic dbirth, ard hls storles were
usually lald in the Buropean honeland of these pecople rather
taan In fmerica. Hamlin Garland, on ths other hand, wrote
about pocrer imaizrants on American scill, but he olften
pictured 2 nisvlaced Inmigrant and sowmeblmes gave o very
unsympathetic nortrayal. RBlvaag was nors sympathatic than

Carland, but his foreign-born characters lived hleak, tragie

o~

lives, wheress Mizgs Cather's have o nore hroneful outlook.
X P

¥isg Cather has sxceeded all three of thess cther artists
in Q:o numter of books ghe has produced that deal with
forelgners in both a realistle and constructive manner.

Willa Cather stands pre-eminent among American authors
ag one who has dealt with the foreigner in America with

sincere candor, with warm sympathy, and with loyal optimisn.
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Zvery contrasting picture she has vade of the forelzn versus
the American conecept of 1life shows that she would be pleased
if such nationsl characteristics ss false pretense, in-

tolerancs,

4

ulgarity, prodigal waste, shoddiness, conven-

(42

tionalisn, materislisn, and dullness should be replaced by
sonsthine brighter and more enduring She feels that when
the transplanted Turopean culture has been properly fused
with our own, life in America will take on a color and rich-

ness heretcfore lacking.
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