A MEASUREMENT OF RACIAL ATTITUDES OF OKLAHOMA

AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE STUDENTS



A MEASUREMENT OF RACIAL ATTITUDES OF OKLAHOMA

AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE STUDENTS

By
Bachelor of Arts
Oberlin College

Oberlin, Ohio

1938

Submitted to the Department of Sociology and Rural Life
Oklashoma Agricultural and Mechanical College
In partial fulfillment of the requirement
for the Degree of
MASTER OF ARTS
1940

i.



ACKNOWLEDGMENT
The writer wishes to acknowledge his appreciation
to Professors William H. Sewell, Theodore G. Standing,
and O%is D; Duncen for their invaluable suggestions and
eriticisms in the pursuance of this study.

126829

ii.



ORLAROMA
AGRICULTURAL & Y¥CRANICAL (OLLEER
LIBRARY

AUG © 1940

m’w\"drl‘;o M

In Charge of Thesis

In ge of Thesis

W

Head of the Department of Soeiology and Rural Life

e e k.

Dean of the Graduate School

ii1.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

mx m. . - - & L] L] - - - - - - - - B8

CHAPTER II SOME PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATIONS . « « &« « «

CHAPTER III RELATIONSHIP' OF CERTAIN SOCIALLY SIGNIFICANT

VARIABLES TO ATTITUDES TOWARD THE NEGRO
CGHAPTER IV SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS o ¢ « o ¢ o « o
BIBLIOGRAPHY o ¢ « o ¢ = ¢ o ¢ o 2 2 s o 0 o o 0 o«
APPENDICES . .« o o ¢ ¢ o o s s 2 5 o s s v s 20 s =

6 ~

¢ S & 8

iv.



A HEASUREMENT OF RACIAL ATTITUDES OF OKLAHOMA
AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE STUDENIS

CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCT ION
Among the significent developments in the fields of socioclogy and
social psyehology during the past two decades has been the rapid increase
of interest in the different phases of the relationship between the Negro
and white races. One of the most important reasons for this increased
interest has been the migration of large numbers of Negroes to the northem
industrial cities during the World War and post-war boom period. Formerly,
the problems of the relationship isetnon the races had been largely sec-
tional in scope but now they have achieved nationwide significance, due
to the diffusion of the Hegro populstion throughout the country.
Another significant trend in the rields of socisl psychology and
sociology has been that of the development of techniques of measurement
of attitudes. HMeny epplicetions of these techniques have been made with

raciel attitudes because of their increasing prominence end signifiecance.

The Concept of Attitudes
One of the most widely used conecepts in contemporary American socisl
psychology is no doubt that of attitudes. This concept developsd to fill
the need "to express in concrete terms the mechanisms through which cul-
ture is carried.” =4 It developed et the time when the instinct theory
was being seriously attacked. The newer concept readily achieved accep-
tance in plece of the old instinet theory since it filled the need for

some explanation of social motivation thet would be slastic enough to

1/ Gordon Allport, "Attitudes”, Handbook of Sociel Psychology, edited by
Carl lurchison, p. 80l. This article presents an excellent summary
of the development and present uses of the concept.




allow for cultural variability, yet would evoid the impersonal and meta-
physical implications of the social forces concept.

Sinee 1918 the concept of attitudes has become the fucal point in
socisl psychology. Several writers in the field go =s far as to contend
that social psychology is actually no more than a study of the nature
and formation of sttitudes. This wes the position tmken by Thomas and
Znanieckl in their study of Polish peassnis., They define attitude sas
"a process of individual consciousness whiech determines real or possible
activity of the individual counterpert of the social value; activity, in
whatever form, is the bond between thm.‘—zj The value is the objective
and the ettitude is the subjective phase of this dichotomy. Usually,
values are socisl in nature, therefore having "an empirical contont acces-
sible to the members of some group..."_a/ It is attitudes toward these
values that are of interest to social psychologists and sociologists.
Attitudes focusing on the same value nay be quite divergent.

Faris J carries this viewpoint further in his analysis of the con~
cept. He points out four dichotomies in attitudes: Hereditary and sc-~
quired, conscious and unconscious, group and individual, and latent and
kinetic. This is a somewhat broader interpretution than the original
concept and emphasizes the subjective natm of attitudes which are
"tendencies toward modes of sction snd do not have any one-to-one corre-

spondence to specific responses to stimulations." 4"/

In emphasizing the subjectivity of attitudes, Faris holds that neither

2/ The Polish Pessant in Burgpe and America, p. 27.
_3/ Ibid, p. 21.
_4/ The Nature of Human Nature, pp. 127-154.

_5/ Ibid, p. 141.



opinions nor other overt behevior necessarily reveal the "real®” atti-
tude which is the object of reseerch. In both ceses the individusl's
feaet. jons are determined by the residue of past experiences and the total
existing situetion. The residue of past e_zperioncu involves many stti-
tudes; hence, the particulor ones responsible for particular escts cannot
be deternined.

Although Faris's analysis of the concept has been very stinulating
to social psychologists and sociologists it does not lend itself to
quantitative research., It has, however, been uf greut value in developing
a wide interest in the subject  which has led to much worthwhile resesrch.

FParis has, moreovar, focused sttention on one of the most vital
problems in the field of sttitude study. It has yst to be shown to what
extent opinions ere indicstive of other types of overt behevior. The
present study is not concerned with the determinstion of this relation-
ship but the limitations of our present knowledge should be kept in mind,
lest it be assumed that the attitude scale scores bear = one-to-one re-
lationship with other forms of overt behavior.

The concept developed by Faris does not lend itself to quantitative
resesrch because it is impossible to measure these underlying tendencies
with present techniques. It seems practical, therefors, to define the
attitude in terms of the opinion. Such a definition might be considered
to be operationally determined for it is arrived at in the process of
finding out opinions. As @ result, the concept would have the advantage
of clarity and objeetivity. Murphy, Murphy, and Newecomb say: "...we
shall regard attitudes, in conformity with general usage in their
experimental literature, as ﬂ;rbalizad or verbalizable tendencies, dis-

6
positions, or adjustmenis toward certain acts.” &/ This is the defini-
tion that will be used in the present study.

_6/ Experinental Social Psychology, p. 889.
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4.
Measurement of Attitudes

Almost simultaneously with the beginnings of the concept of atti-
tudes in American social psychology and sociology came attempts to
measure asttitudes toward several basic issues. At first it was thought
to be a simple matter to measure attitudes by drawing up a few questions
and obtalning the reactions to them of different groups, 3Such attempts
were somewhat naive and subjective for only one or two individuals were
called upon %0 judge whether the question actually e¢slled forth the atti-
tude under consideration. The items usually were in the form of guestions
such as "Would you join the army in case of American entrence into an
European war?™ Such studies merely gave a census of opinions on particular
issues. No attempt was made to quantify reactions to different questions
or to determine the velidity and reliability of the tests, As scales of
measurement they lacked interchangeability of units since the questions
did not represent an attitude continuum; neither were they weighted on
the basis of the importence of the contribution of sach to the messure-
ment of the attitude.

The next development in the measurement of attitudes was the a priori
scales., These scales were not constructed on the basis of empirical data
but rather in terms of logicasl considerations; hence, the method of scoring
was purely srbitrary. It included the use of alternative answers with
arbitrarily assigned values and essumed that the answers were on a single
continuum and the distances between consecutive answers were equal. This
type of scale is well illustrated by the social distance scale devised

7
by Bogsardus. —/ The subject is asked to rank the alternatives according

_7/ Immigration end Race Attitudes. See also"Measuring Social Distance”,
Soeciology and Social Research, Vol. IX, pp. 299-308, 1925.




to his preference. The difference between ranks is assumed to be the
same throughout the seale. In the social distance scale, the subjects
are asked to check the degree of intimacy which they would tolerate be-
tween themselves and members of verious rasces. The degrees of intimacy
have srbitrerily sssigned numerical values. Some students have gues~-
tioned whether or not this is = reel scale sinece there is no proof that
the assizgned values are sccurate represenietions of the empiricel com-
parative wvalues, _B/ Certainly in the eerly work of Bogardus little
attempt was made to standerdize the scale values in this respect. Even
from the logiesl standpoint, the neasurement is weak sincee items of high
value may often exclude the alternatives of lower values. Yor example,
a subject might rather have a Negro on his strset as s neighbor =4 than
in his occupation ass a competitor. In such a cage the subject's score
would be an inacourate indication of his actual attitude,

The greatest advancements in the technique of attitude measurement
have been made by Thurstone and his students 1_0/ in thset they overcame
the limitations of the scale by Bogardus. His method is an sdaptation

from psychophysics, by which the individual's ability to note large and

_8/ Murphy, Murphy, and Newcomb, Op. eit., pp. 877-900. They point out
that elthough the steps of the scale may not be actually equal in-
tervals as Bogerdus assumed, it does give a high correlation with
applications of Thurstone's paired comparison method.

__9_/ The individual is asked to chouose one as representing the extent of
social distance.

Value Alternative
1) to close kinship E marriasge
2) to my club as personal chums
3) to my street as neighbors
4) to employment in my occupation in my country
5) to citizenship in my country
8) as visitors only to my country
7) would exelude from my country

10/ "Theory of Attitude Messurement", Psychologicsl Review, Vol. 36,
PP. R22-241, 1929. See also "The Method of Paired Comparisons for
Soeial Velues™, Journal of Abnormal and Social Psychology, Vol. 21,
pp. 384-400, 1987. The iHeasurement of Attitude.




small differences is measured. For example, most subjects can diserimi-
nate between lights of ten and thirty cendle power; fewer can make such
distinctions between those of fifteen and twenty-five candle power, and
so on until a point is reached where the judgments will not be more than
fifty percent acourate. Instesd of various lights, Thurstone gave state~
ments concerning a given attitude to several hundred judges, chosen for
their reputation of objectivity. Thurstone reasoned that the linear
distance between two statements 1s in direet proportion to the percentage
of judges who discriminate between them. The abaoclute difference is
neither known nor relative to the validity. Such a method indicates ob-
Jectively the mathemstiecal relationship between any two differences on
the scale. This is parallel to the development of operationaslly deter~
mined scales in physics in which messurement must be related to the scale
used in the determination of the differences.

The actual technique for the scaling of attitude statements is a
modificetion of this paired comperisons method. A collection of state-
ments ranging from extrems hostility to extreme favorableness are classi-
fied into eleven groups by many judges, who are instructed to place the
statements in piles sccording to equal appenring intervals. Each group
is given a numerical value from one to eleven, the first group is con-
sidered most favorable, the sixth neutrzl, snd the eleventh the most
hostile. Stetements which have a high inter-quartile range--i.e. those
which csll forth a wide divergence of judgments--are throwm out for
"ambiguity®. The value of the remaining statements 1s determined by
taking the median positions given them by the judges.

Whereas this method of scale construction overcomes the two prin-
ciple limitations of Bogardus' socisl distance scale--lack of both uni-

form linesr distances and necessary inclusion of lower scores in the



higher scores-~it does have two other limitations. First, there may be
attitudes where the "objective” discrimination of the judges will not
be applicable to other groups. That is, the judging may have been sub-
jected to social norms not compsrable to the norms of other groups.
Hence, statements that the judges deem disoriminatory will not register
differences for other groups. The second limitation is the time and
expense required to construet the scales since muech effort must be ex~
pended in sorting the statements by velue groups.

To overcome these two limitations, Lickert and others have utilized
a method of scale construction called the criterion of internsl consis-
tency or critical ratio method. In place of the use of judges as in
Thurstone's method statistical techniques are lpﬁnad to the results of
a prelinminary survey of opinions to test the discriminastory power of
each item. This method assumes that items can be selected "measuring
a single common variable as shown by the ability of the items to differ-
entiate betwean mnm of a distribution based on total scores™ and
" e.o.that the items in the scale are distributed normally in the popula-
tion. The use of this method involves the following steps: (1) A total
score is calculated for each person taking the test. (2) Papers are
placed in rank order on the basis of total score. (3) Equal segments
gt the extremes of the distribution are chosen. (&) Percentsge differ-
ences between these segments are calculated for each item. (5) The
statistical significance of the differencs is determined for esch item
(eritical ratio). (6) Items with largest significant differences are

said to have grester discriminating power and are retained for the final

scale.” H‘/

11/ W, H. Sewell, The Construction and Stendardization of & Sesie for
the Measurement of Oklahoma Farm Socio-Economic Status, p. 48, un-
pugj.ishod Ph. D. thesis, University of Minnesota, 1939.

7.



Although this technique of measuring ettitudes overcomes the two
me jor limitations pointed out in the discussion of Thurstone's work,
there is little logical foundation for the eriticsl ratio method. Judging
the diseriminuting power of sach item solely on the basis of high and low
groups according to totel score is open $o gquestion because the totel
score has never been proven %o be a valid indicator. Also, the other
assunption—-normal distribution of items throughout the population has
been seriously gquestioned by Allport. l—z/ Even though there is some
doubt as to the logical validity of thess two assumptions pregmetically
the critical ratio method is comparsble to Thurstone’s. When scales for
haanuring the same variable are constructed by the two methods they give
intercorrelation coefficients of 0.89 and higher. Also the median reli-
ability on Lickert's method was higher than Thurstone's, y

Usually each itea has several possible responses ranging from strong
approval to strong disapproval. Therefore, each item i3 a scale in it-
self. Aasuming that the responses are normally distributed throughout
the population the aigmas method of scoring the retained items ney be
used. The value for each response is determined by first calculeting
the percentege of the subjects checking it and then by caleculating the
sigma distance that this percentage is from the mean of a normal distri-
bution curve. In this method, then, the actuaml value of each response
is determined by the subjects themselves; hencs, it is more applicable
to groups outside the classroom where differences between the iiscrimine-
tory qualities of the statenents may ooccur,

A further aimplification of this method is that of sssigning whole

"The Measurement and Motivation of Atypical Opinion in a Certain
Group", Americen Politicel Sciemnce Review, Vol. XIX, p. 735, 1925.
See also Joseph K. Folson, Social Payeho. p. 548,

13/ Murphy, Murphy, and Newcomb, Op. 8ite, p. 905.



9.
numbers to the various responses to correspond with the aigms values,
This method of secoring gives practiceally the same reliability coeffi-
cients and the coefficient of sorrelation between the two scorings is
very high (r = 0.995 in some csses). This method has two distinct ad-
vantages over the sigmas scoring. FPirst, it is shorter and essier, taking
less time to score ithe tesis., Secund, it makes it possible to combine the
three-point end five-point stetements in the total score.

Even though this method appears to be the most accurate of any yet
developed there are several factors that should be considersd before
applications are mesde, ¥irst, no attitude test is walid unlsss given
under favorable conditions. The subjects must have confidence in both
$he scaele and in the person giving it. Otherwise they may tend to be dis-
honest or to give retionalizations of the attitudes they ususlly nocld,
Second, much research remains to be done befors exact relationships be-
tween expressed sttitudes and other overt behavior may be determined.

It may be that the scales will have to be altered cunsidersbly to be
accurately indicetive of overt behavior under actual social situations.
Also, it nay be that in certsin situations stimulstions may come so
rapldly that the attitudes will changa sufficiently %o render prediction

sub ject to largs errors.

Review of Literature
Many opinion studies were mede in the early twenties but since they
were merely of the census type described in the previous ssction, some
of their results only will be reviewed here. Suffice it to say that the
resulis were not any better than the techniques used to attain tham.

i¢/

Bogardus asked 248 graduate and upper division students to

14/ "Social Distence and Its Origins", Journal of Applied S0ciOlogy, VOl.
IX, pp. 216-226. Referred to by E. B. Bolton, "Effect of Knowledgs
Upon Attitudes Towerd the Negro®, Jowrnal of Socisl Psychology, Vol.
VI| PDe 88~90.




classify 36 racial and language groups according to their feelings
toward them. This was done to find how the attitudes vary toward the
different groups. The graafnt number of students exyressed entipathy
towerds the Turk, the second greatest number towards the Hegro, and the
third, towsrds the mulatto. No attempt was made to find any sociological
variables having relastionship with the choice made.

Katz and Allport 18/ making & similar study of 3,408 Syracuse Uni-
versity students %o determine the relative exclusiveness of fraternity
and non-fraternity groups used s census type of measurement. The frater-
nity members wers asked if they would admit to fraternity membership and
non-fraternity students were asked if they would admit to rooming house, as
roon-mates thirty different raciel and lenguasge groups. In both student
groups the Negro had the lowest percentage of affirmetive opinions. Only
5 percent of the total ssmple (ineluding Wegro students) would admit
Wegroes., This prejuiice was neerly uniformly distridbuted through the
differsnt groups, Hence, the writers conclude that the relative social
distances to these groups are stable and constant throughout the entire
culture pattern.

Bogardus w in 8 later study used the social distance scale for
the first time. In this study he slso found the Negro to have the greatest
sociel distance from the white men. Sectionsl differences were apparent
but all sections ranked the Negro lowest.

3ince Thurstone developed his methods of attitude measurement there
have been several studies msde using the Hartshone scale--a Thurstone

type. Bolton perhaps meade the nost interesting study, "The Effect of

15/ Student's Attitudes, Referred to by Boltom, Ibid.

16/ "Race Priendliness and Soclal Distance”, Journsl of Applied Sociology,
Vol. XI, pp. 272-287. Referred to by Bolton, Tbi

d-



17/

Enowledge Upon Attitudes Toward the Negro.” She studied two groups
of students at Georgles State College for Women. One was an experimsntal
group of 70 end another, the control group, of 90 students. In the ex-
perimentel group, problems of Negro sducation were studied and in the
other no reference was made to the Negro. leasurement was teken for both
groups at the beginning and at the end of the course on History of Educa-
tion. It was found that the experimental group d4id acquire a knowledge
about the Negro but that this increased knowledge did not change the
attitudes toward the Wegro. It was concluded that the pattern of social
orgenization determines the mttitude. One might question the manner in
which the NHegro problem was discussed in this study. MNere knowledge
night either intensify or diminish the attitude depending upon the bias
with which the knowledge wes given out to the students.

Another study of student sttitudes toward the Negro wes made by
V. M. Sims and J. R. Patrick in 193‘%'8'/ The measurement used was the
Hinkley Seale constructed according to Thuratone's techniques. For their
sanple they chose beginning psychology clesases at the University of
Alebama and Ohio University. In these two groups there were 156 students
from southern homes, 115 students from northern homes enroclled in the
University of Alabama, and 97 students from northern homes enrolled in
Ohio University. The results show that the northern students were most
favorable to the Negro and the northern students in the south were more
favorable than the southern students, Statistically significant were

the differences in mean scores for the three groups.

17/ Bolton, Ibid.

18/ "Attitude Poward the Negro of Northern and Southern College Students™,
Journal of Social Psychology, Vol. VII, pp. 192-204, 1936.




Groups Difference/Probasble Error
¥orth, North-in-South 8
North, South 21
South, North-in-South 10

%With the attitude teat the 0%is Self-administering Teat of lental
Ability was elso given. The Pearson coefficients for correlation betwsen
the Otis test end the atiitude scale were so low as not to be stetis-
tically significant. PFor the North, North-in-South, end Southern groups
the coefficients equalled 0,29 ¥ .06, 0.13 ¥ .05, and 0.11 ¥ .08, respec-
tively. According to these writers there mey be some reason for the
higher correlstion in the northern group, which should be investigated
further,

There was a consistent difference between the males and femamles on

the scale total for the tiree groups.

Group Difference/Probsbls Error
North 4.2
North-in-South 3.0
South 4.0

These ratios are not quite large enough to be statistically significant
but the consistency of the difference leads to t-hi belief that there is
actually a difference,*

A trend in scores which would be logicelly surmised was demonstrated
in the results of the North-in-South group. As the students were in the
South longer their attitude scores tended %o approximate the sovuthern
group, due to the influences of the environment.

No statistiocslly significent difference was found for groupings on
the basis either of the size of the home community or of parental occu-
pation.

De De Drobal—gf gave the Hinkley scele at the beginning of the school

term in a cless on the Negro at Ohio State University. A retest was

19/ "Rducation end Negro Attitudes", Soelology end Sociel Research, VOl.
m. w- 137-1‘1' lmo

*

12,

This is the interpretation placed on these results by Sims and Tatrick.



given three months later to determine the influence of the course on
the attitudes toward the Negro. A rather smmll sample--only 30--was
used. The mean score was slightly higher then that for the group at
Ohio University mantionod sbove. It may be inferred from this that the
curve was skewed to the right, due to the fact that only those having
the more favoreble attitudes volunteered to sign their names to both
tests. The results wers as follows:
Differ- ¢ differ- Difference
Casea lMean oMean o ence ence ¢—iifference
Befare 30 7.15 32 1.80
«58 «48 1.20
After 20 7.73 « 36 2,00
Whether or not this ratio is large enough to be significant is open
to question. It would eppear that the course had increased the deviation
of the group. There was a difference in scores for the different classes,

and here also greater variability.

&‘Om Cases lean - =
Juniors 20 6295 1.04
Seniors a9 743 1.71
Oreduates 9 8.22 £.81

If this tendency is subatantiated by further sampling it may be accurately
said that college training is & process changing pre judices, but this
sample is so amall that the above differences might be traced to a samp=
ling error.

To determine how early and how rapidly attitudes toward the Negro
develop, E. L. Horwitz ym&h a study of attitudes toward the Negro of
boys ranging from kindergerten age to eighth grade from New York City
and from rural and urban communities of the South. In place of a series
of statements to which to reaet the subjects were given photographs of

four white and eight Negro boys of various degrees of skin color. The

20/ “ihe Development of Attitude Toward the Rearo iv of Psychology

No. 194, 1986. Referrad to by Murphy, Murphy comb, Op. eit.,
PP. 985-‘33. i



subjects were asked to select the one they liked best, next best, etc.
Then they were asked to select companions for various imagined situa-
tions. Another series of pictures, this time of social situations,
posed by both white end Negro boys in identical situations was given.
For this the sub jects were asked to select the groups which they would
prefer to join.

The results showed definitely that preference for whites is present
even in the kindergarten. The increase in prejudice between kinder-
garten and first grade was evident on the "Show-Me™ test. Only on the
"Social Situation" test was there any reliable increasse in prejudice
with increasing grade level and even here the increase was slight. The
difference between the northern and sourthern students was also very

slight.

Most studies of the relationship of age and attitude toward the
Negro have dealt with the later age groups. C. W. Hunter EL'/ compared
northern students with northern adults and southern students and
southern adults., The only reliable differences found in the two com-
parisons were concerned with_ the question of Negro intelligence, The
students in both comperisons were found to give the Negroes far greater
intelligence than did the older groups. But this difference may have
been due to a greater acquaintance by the students with recent findings
in the field of social psychology on the subject. Hence it may be con-
cluded that no significant differences were found in this study among
the various age groups.

Probably the most comprehensive study yet undertaken of factors re-

Jated to reoial sttitudes has Deen mads by Mirply and Lickert. 2 mme

21/ "A Comparative Study of the Relationship Existing Between the White
Race and the Negro Race in the State of North Carolina dnd the City
of New York," Master's Essay, Columbia University, 1927. Referred

to by Murphy, Murphy, and Newcomb, Op. c¢it., pp. 927-928.
g/ Gardner Murphy and Rensis Lickert, Public Opinion and the Individual.

14.



study included samples of various student bodies from northern and
eastern universities. Since their scale for the measurement of the
attitudes toward the Negro was used and many comparable factors were
considered in the present study, the earlier findings by Murphy and
Lickert iill not be reviewed here. However, their findings will be
discussed in relation to the results of the present study in later
chapters.

From this review of literature it was apparent that the factors
considered showed little consistent relstionship with attitudes toward
the Negro.

Since none of these previous studies included a sample of the
Oklshoma student population, it was deemed worthwhile to examine the
relationship between these and other pertinent factors and eattitudes

toward the Negro for this group.

Purpose of This Study
The purpose of this study was to discover the possible relation-
ships between certain social and economic variasbles and the attitudes
of Oklshoma Agricultural and Mechaniecel College students toward the

Negro. The variables considered included physical characteristics,

home environment, academic interests and achievements, vocational choiece,

extra-curricular participation in high school and college, and previous

contect with the Negro.



CHAPTER 1I
SOME PRELIMINARY CONSIDERAT IONS

Scope
The present study was based on results frog a questiomnnaire

and attitude scale given to 173 students in Oklshoma Agricultural

and Mechanical College freshmen English classes during the spring
slnmtn- of 1939.* The questionnaire used contained a group of items
which 1% was believed would denote ma jor factors in the environment
and personality of the student which have bearing on attitudes toward
the Negro. These major factors and the items included under them are:

Physical Characteristics
Age
Sex
Race

Community Background
Type of community
Racial composition of home county
Playing with Negroes
VWorking with Negroes
Negro servants in home

Fanily Environment
Birthplace of father
Birthplace of mother
Age of father when he came to Oklahoma
Age of mother when she came to Oklasloma
Religion of father
Religion of mother
Political party of father
Politieal party of student
Father's occupation (if farmer, his tenure status)
Parent's income

Educational Pactors
School
College ma jor
Participetion in extra-curricular activities
Membership in fraternities
Intelligence test scores
Academic record
Magazines reed
Vocational preference

* See Appendix A for s copy of the guestionnaire. The Murphy and Lickert
Hegro Scale was used in this study by permission of the authors.



In the selection of these factors an attempt was made to adapt
items from former studies to the unique conditions of Oklahoma, Dis-
cussion with members of the Department of Sociology and Rural Life and
with individuals well acquainted with the peculiar characteristies of
this area brought many suggestions of factors that might profitably be
considered.

The scale used was one constructed by Murphy and Lickert based on
sanples of student attitudes in several northern and eastern univer-
sities. - The eritical ratio method was used in the selection of the

scale items, In all, the scale included five statements, each with

17.

three possible responses and ten statements with five possible responses.

The total potential range of score was between 20 and 70 points.

The chief reason for the selection of this scale was its brevity.
Since the results of the use of this scale elsewhere have been found to
be comparable with those of the Thurstone test, it was considered ad-~

2/

vantageous to use the former.

The Sample
In selecting the sample various factors were considered. If

characteristics of the home environment of the students were to be con-
sidered in relation to their attitudes toward the Negro, the sample
would have to be chosen from students who had only recently left this
environment. Otherwise, the experiences of college life might have
reshaped the attitudes without reference to the home environment. In
order to represent students with various types of femily backgrounds,

academic interests, and occupetional choices, the sample had to include

_1/ The universities were Columbia, Michigan, Northwestern, and Yale.
_3/ Discussion of the validity and reliability of the scale for appli-

cation to Oklahoma students will be discussed at a later point since

it was believed that the sample and the procedure employed in de-
$ernining these should be described first.
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students from each of the six schools of the college. To fulfill these

two considerations freshmen English classes were chosen. All freshmen

in the six schools are required to take this course. When the enrollment
for each section is made up care is teken that the number 01'" students
from each school is in the same ratio which that school bears to the
total college enrollment. Therefore, utilization of the freshmen English

classes automaticelly gave a crogs-sectional sample of each school.

Procedure

The attitude tests with accompanying schedules were passed out to
the students in freshmen English classes. The students were instructed
to £ill in as many of the blanks as they could and were assured their
answers would be entirely confidential. Also, they were asked to answer
the questions as accurately eas possible. One possible weakness of this
procedure was the requirement of having students give their names.
Anonynmity was impossible since the intelligence test scores and acedemic
records were to be used in the study.

After the tests were given they were scored. The score of the in-
telligence test for each student was found in the office of Administrative
Studies. Two different tests had been used among different groups of
students. In order to have comparable scores for the two different tests
the percentile rank of each student was used in place of his raw score on
the test. Each student's transcript of grades from the Registrar's office
was recorded and the grade point averages were calculated on the basis
of 4,3,2,1, and O points respecitvely for each hour of A, B. C, D, and F
grades. When all these data were collected, they were coded on Hollerith

machine tabulating cards.
The Validity of the Scele
As pointed out previously the relationship between verbal behavior

and other forms of overt behavior has yet to be determined. Until
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such relationship is examined and determined, there is no method of

judging eccurately the validity of an attitude scale by external criteria.
As Murphy and Lickert have pointed out even though this relationship is
undetermined it may be assumed that the scale is valld because "...the
verbal reactions studied here are related to problems in reference to
which the ma jority of our reactions in every day life are verbal., We
declare ourselves in favor of one issue and opposed to another, and such
declarations are socially accepted as symbols for overt scts. In many
cases 1t would seem reasonable to conclude that sinece our daily behavior
in these areas is largely wverbal, the verbal responses would be indices

of oAher hablte.” <

Validity of the Items

Even though the scale as a whole was assumed to be valid it seemed
advisable to check the validity of each item for use in Oklahoma. This
was done by analysing each item by the critical ratio method desecribed
above. —4/ The upper and lower deciles of an array of the total sample
based on the scale scores were selected for this calculation. The
customsry standard for retention--a critical ratio of three or higher--
of items was used. _5/ Such a ratio means that the item has excellent
differentiating power since the recurrence of the difference in another
sanpling would be expected in 999 eases out of 1,000, If the critical

ratio should prove to be less than negative three it would be necessary

_3/ Ivid, p. 52.
_4/ see page 7.

_5/ All eritiesl ratios presented in the discussion of the results of
this study were based on the standard rather than the probable error.
The formula for the eritical ratio was teken from R. F. Sletto,
Construction of Personality Scales by the Method of Internal Con-

sistency, p. 3.
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to conclude that the item was differentiating sharply but that the wvalues
for the various responses had been assigned in reverse order. The re-
sults of these calculations for each item are given in Table 1.

Table 1. Results Obtained From the Application

of the Criterion of Internal
Consistency to Each Item

3 Item Scale - Criticsal 3

Item tValue Difference Ratio : Rank
1 1.28 5.93 1
2 1.82 15.76 2
3 1.29 6.59 7
4 .94 1.96 15
5 1.24 6.81 6
6 1.29 - 4.38 13
7 .88 5.50 12
8 1.53 15.94 1
9 2,55 10.29 3

10 1.70 6.42 8

11 1.12 / 3.25 14

12 2.00 B.77 5

13 2.35 10.04 4

14 1.59 6.06 10

15 2,12 6.40 9

As the table shows, item 4 had a eritical ratio below the standard
set but sinte such a ratio (1.93) may be expected to differentiate be-
tween favorable and unfavorable attitudes in 976 cases out of 1,000,
the item was considered velid. All other items had criticsl rstios

well above the retention standard. *2/

The Reliabdility of the Scale
The length of a scale is one of the most important factors in de-

termining the reliebility of a scale. ../ Since the scale used in this

_Q/ See Appendix for comparison of these results with those from a
previous application of these items.

7/ For a discussion of this point see Herbert Soremson, Statistics for
Students of Psychology and Education, pp. 339-42.
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study contained fewer items then meny others, it might be expected that
the coefficient of reliability would be relatively low. A coefficient

of 0.90 or higher is usually considered a desirable criterion for reli-
ability. -8/ There are three princ;iplo methods of testing reliability:

by correlating the scores of the split-halves of the scale, by correlating
the scores of the test and retest of the same subject, and by correlating
thn scores of tests given simultensously to the same subject. The first
of these methods was used here. The total score of the odd statements
was correlated with the total score of the even statemsnts, leaving out
the fourth statement., The coefficient proved to be 0.568 and when cor-
rected for attenuation &/ it was 0.725. 1/ These coeflficients were
somewhat lower than the standard usually set. Poasibly, the relisbility

would have been higher if other methods had been used.

General Results

This scale hed already been given at various schoole in other parts
of the country. i/ The mean score of the sample used here was 50.98
which indicated that attitudes according to this scale in this part of
the country fall between those in the northern Middlewest and the 0ld
South. / However, the high standard deviation (6.73) and range (33-67)
indicsted that there is no homogeneity of attitude in this area. This
would perheps be expected when the location and population characteristics

of Oklahoma are considered. Being a border state it hes characteristics

9/ For formula see Herbert Sorenson, Op. cit., p. 342.

10/ For comparison with results reported for the stete in other areas
see Appendix.

11/ Murphy end Lickert, Op. ecit., p. 53.

12/ See Appendix.
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of both North and South. A large percentage of its population came from

Kensas and Texas, bringing divergent attitudes toward the Negro. Besides
having many transplanted traditions of the 0ld South, Oklahoma has a
slave history as there were a few slaves in the Indian Territory before
the Civil War. All these influences no doubt have played their part in

the formation of the attitudes of the younger generation.



CHAPTER III
RELATIONSHIP OF CERTAIN SOCIALLY SIGNIFICANT VARIABLES
TO ATTITUDES TOWARD THE NEGRO
Introduction
It is the purpose of this chapter to present the basic findings

of the study in regard to the reletionship between certain socially
significant variables and attitudes toward the negro. The major
classifications of these variables include: Physical Characteristics,
Family Environment, Community Background, and Educational Factors.
Each of the major topics and the variables included under them will be
discussed from the standpoint of their assumed bearing on raecial atti-
tudes and in regard to the actual relstionship between them and atti-
tudes toward the Negro as revealed by scores on the Murphy and Lickert
Negro Scale, The findings of this study will be compared with those

of other investigators wherever they are clossly comparable.

Physical Characteristics
Attitudes end physical characteristics may be directly or in-
directly related. Physical characteristics become important in the
determination of attitudes when they provide an appesrent basis for dif-
ferentiation between groups. It is the purpose of this phase of the
study to determine whether such physical factors as age, sex, or race
seperate individuals into groups possessing signifieantly different

attitudes toward the Negro.

Age
The possibility existed that different age groups would show dif-

ferent attitudes toward the Negro. The younger students may have heen

conditioned to slightly different attitudes from those of older students
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in their early environments. However, the sample was limited very
largely to later adolesence, 89 percent of the students ranging from
18 to 22 years of age inclusive. While the range in asges is relatively
short, it is sufficiently great to allow for potentially momentous dif-
ferences in education, biological and psychologiecal maturation, _sooial

contacts end other forms of attitudinal conditioning of the students,

Table 2. Comparison of Attitudes by Ages

: H : Stendard :

_Age ¢ Number : Mean :__Deviation : Rank
17 and under 5 52.20 5.81 S
18 53 50.36 5.80 5
19 54 52.39 6.86 1
20 26 52.14 6.71 2
2l 10 41,60 22.00 7
22 10 48,40 4.84 6
-23 and above 15 50.47 7.40 4

An exsmination of the data in Table 2 leads to the conelusion
thet, while there are appreciable absolute differences betwsen the
mean so(;ras 01_' students of different ages, the differences are not
significant, because they are not consistent with increase or decrease
in age and because the standard deviations of the means were greater
than the differences between the means, It is apparent, therefore,
thet differences in attitudes toward the Negro do not bear a close

functional association with age during the adolescent years.

Sex
1
As it has already been pointed out, Sims and Patrick "'/ found
that in their samples the femeles were more tolerant of Negroes than

the males and that these differences were Somewhat significant, How-

2
ever, lurphy and Lickert —/ found no significant difference in mean
_1/ See sbove, p. 12.

_2/ op. ecit., p. 87.




scores for the two sexes. Since there is no agreement on the relation-
ship between racial attitudes and sex, it was considered worthwhile to
make such a comparison. The results of this comparison are given in

Table 3.

Table 3. Comparison of Attitudes
of Men end VWomen

Sex H Number H liean H o
Males 128 50.53 6.79
Fenmales 48 52.14 6.30

Taken alone, the absolute differences between the mean scores of
males and females are suggestive of statistical significance as may be
seen in Table 3. However, the standard deviations of those means are
about four times as great as the difference between the means. This
fact leads to agreement with Murphy end Lickert as far as the present
study is concerned. That is, the influences which determine attitudes

condition both sexes in the same way with similar results.

Race

The large number of Indians or part Indians in the population of

Oklahoma was evidenced in the sample. There were 32 out of 173 students

who were part Indian. The social status of Indisns in Oklehoma is not

well defined, as the position assigned them differs in various groups

in the white population. Furthermore, the status assumed by the Indians
themselves is often not in agreement with the various positions esssigned
them. Hvidences of this indefinite social position are found in the un-

complimentary remarks occasionally heard concerning the Indian, whils on



the other hand meny individuals take great pride when they are able to
clain Indian ancestry.

Such an indefinite social position might influence the attitudes
which those elaiming Indien encestry have toward minority groups of
low stetus. These individuals might try to compensate for their own
questionable status by endeavoring to push those lower in position than
themselves still further down the social scale. On the other heand the
historie conflict between the whites and Indians might csuse those
claiming Indian blood to be more tolersat of the Wegroes, since the
latter also, have s long history of confliet with the whites.

The gquestion involved in this study is whether those students who
identified themselves in some degree with the Indian rece would show
significant difference of a ttitudes toward the Negro from those claiming
no Indien blood. Table 4 shows the results of this comparison.

Table 4. Comparison of Attitudes of Students
With and Without Indian Blood*

Indien blood 32 51.71 7.18
Whites 138 50.77 6.57
: Total i.aelm m schedules in which the item was not answered.

These above figures show that while the average score for those
individuals claiming Indian blood was slightly higher then the mean
score of the white group, the difference was much less than the stendard
error for each group. This signifies thet the difference in mean scores
was not great enough to be statistieally significent. Hence, it may be
concluded that as far as this study indicates there is no relationship

between claiming Indian ancestry and the attitudes toward the Negro.
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Community Background

The community backgrounds of the individual are considered to be
of influence in the conditioning of his attitudes. Individual communities
have distinctive values which are evolved from mainly local social situ-
ations. Individuals in the commnity develop attitudes toward these
values. Therefore, it was believed that the community backgrounds of

the individual might sffect his attitudes toward the Negro.

Iype of Community
Rural and urban enﬂths differ greatly in composition of pop-
ulation, type of employment and meny other characteristics. Due to

3/

Hence, it was considered that there might be some difference in the

these differences attitudes on s ome important issues also differ,

groups on attitudes toward the Negro. The student was asked to state

the number of years he had lived in the various t ypes of eouunitioﬁ and
the individual was classified according to the type in which he had lived
at least half his life to date. This was done in order to offset some
of the effects of mobility.

Table 5. Scale Secore in Relation
to Type of Home Community*

3
Type of Community ¢ __Number : Mean : o

City, 15,000 and over 34 50.68 6,39
city, 2,500 - 14,0999 39 50.18 6.94
Village, 250 - 2,499 _ 30 53.47 5.78
Farm 66 $0.36 6.95

e e — — ——

* Total included 4 schedules in which this item was not answered.

"B/ See P. Sorokin end C. C. @immermen, Principles of Rural-Urben
Sociology, Chapter 1f, eSpecially pp. 56-57 for an sxtensive dis-
cusgion of these differences,



Although the mean score of those living in villages was slightly
higher than that for students from the other types of community shown
in Table 5., this difference was obscured by the standard deviafion of
the means. From this it is deduced that there are no significant dif-
ferences reflscted on the basis of the type of community. This same con-

4/

elusion is resched by Murphy and Lickert.

Racial Composition of Home County

Oklshoma ecounties very considerably in the percentage of total
population whieh is Negro. In an effort to determine whether or not
this had any relationship with the students® attitude, the group was
broken do_wn on the besis of the percent of Negrc populetion in the home
county as shown in Table 6.

Table 6. Secale Score by Percentage of
Negroes in Homs County*

Percent : s :

Negroes 3 Number 3 Mean 3 g
0 & 73 51.47 6.60
5- 8 52 49.68 7.22
9 -12 30 52.43 6.29

13 - 16 4 52.43 3.83
17 - 20 1 40,00 -
21 - 24 2 47.50 -—
25 ¢ 9 52.11 5.99

* Total includes 2 schedules in which this item was not answered.

Again the absolute differences of the means of the groups are neither
great nor consistent enough to be significant, nor are the differences
between means of the groups great emough to offset their standard devi-

ations., From this it may be surmised that there is no apperent relationship

4/ Op. oit., p. 7.
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between the percentage of Negroes in the home cvunty and the a ttitudes
of students toward the Negro. Because of the scarcity of competent com-
parable investigations on this point as well as because of possible
shortcomings of the census methods of gathering county data, the con-
clusion reached is to be accepted with caution and reservation until it
has been confronted with more exhaustive researches than have been made

here.

Contacts With Negroes

There has been a popular idea among some groups that close contact
between the two races would modify traditional prejudices. If this be
$rue and the sample be large enocugh to insure sccuracy, it might be
thought that individuals who had had intimate contacts with Negroes
would show higher average scores on the scale than those of persons
whose contacts with the Negro hed been only cesual and infrequent. In
order to throw light on this guestion through actual measurement, the
students were asked whether they had ever worked, played with Negroes,
or had them as servants in the home. The results of this measurement

are given in Table 7.

Table 7. Scale Scores on Basis of Contacts With Negroes

.
-
s we

Nature of Contacts 3 Number 3

N Mean o
Worked with Negroes?
Yes 37 49.54 6.18
No 80 50.76 7.03
Not ascertainable 56 52.23 6.11
Played with Negroes? 30 52.13 6.95
Yes 30 52.13 6.95
No 143 50.73 6.72
Negro servants in home?
Yes 75 51.12 5.64
No 91 50.79 7.50
7 51.86 7.28

Not ascertainable




Work as well as play with Negroes implies cooperation, relative
intimacy end frequency of contacts with them as does also the presence
of Negro servants in the home. These associations between the races
indicate a lack of extreme prejudice. Often, actual affection is built
up between the Negro and the white in the work-play relationship. Hence,
it seemed probable that attitudes regarding Negro playmates, servents and
hired men which are often conditioned by contacts made very early in life
might be characterized by rather general leniency on the part of those
students who had had the close work-play contacts with them. —5/

In spite, however, of the general assumption which asppeared to be
plausible enough, it may be: seen readily thgt the figures in Table 7
do not indicate that any of the three factors has a definite functional
association with the students' attitudes toward the Negro. Either the
differences of the mean scores are not appreciesble or the standard devi-
ations are so great as to render void any possible significance the dif-

ferences of means might have had.

Family Environment

There is little doubt that the family group is a fundamental force
in the determinetion of the attitudes or'tho individual. Cooley Y
pointed out msny years ago that the individual normally receives his in-
troduction to the prevailing social organization through his family.
This group gives the child many definitions and aititudn which help to
shape his entire 1life pattern. Such factors as occupation, background
of parents, religion, and political affiliations all influence the home
and consequently the attitudes of the children. Do such factors influence

"5/ See pp. 15-14 above; see also Lasker, Rage Attitudes in Children.

_6/ Social Organization.
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attitudes toward the Negro in any way that can be measured or is this
attitude so deeply embedded in the cultural patterm that the child is

conditioned to the dominant attitude irrespective of these factors?

Birthplaces of Father and Mother

In order to ascertain whether there was any difference in test
score for those with northern and southern borm parents, the students
were asked to indicate the state of birth of each parent and the age at
which each came to Oklahoma. It was thought that there might be dif-
ferences in attitudes dn_n to the fact that divergent sectional culture
m tterns would be carried by the parents and reflected in the students.

As Table 8 shows, neither significant differences nor consistent
changes exist. Thus, it may be comeluded that the birthplace of parents
and the resulting transfer of their early behavior patterns to Oklahoma
did not influence perceptably the attitudes of their children. Either
the parents had changed their attitw!.na to conform $o those dominant
in this area or the students' attitudes were determined chiefly by ex~

periences outside the homs.

Religion
While Oklahoma does not possess the multiplicity of diverse religious

groups found in the predominantly urban states of the northeast, its

religious pattern is by no means without veriations that are of impor-
tance in the local community. These differences may be of considerable
importence in determining the social attitudes of persons Belonging to
the various groups. Since the religious affiliation of the parents is
perhaps the best single index of the religious conditioning of their

children, the attitudes of the students toward the Negro were compared

on this basis,



Table 8. Score by Birthplace and Age on
Moving to Oklahoma of Parents

0 s 10 ].0 51.& 8.56

11 - m m fﬂ.ﬁo 6.“

21 » 20 51.20 6,82
North

11 - 20 10 51.40 8.03

2l » 19 53.10 S.19
Border

0 -10 6 49.10 6.67

2l ¥ 1 50.92 4.43
Oklahoma 16 49.12 6.45
Mother**
South

1 - 20 15 52.41 | 10.57

2l ¢ 13 48.92 5.54
Horth

11 - 20 17 48.76 6.51

21 » 12 51.51 9.37
Border

0 - 10 7 48.57 4,61

2l ¢+ 7 56.71 6.13
Oklahoma 38 52.18 4,34

** Total includes 24 schedules in which this item was not answered.
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Table 9. Comperative Scores by

Religion of Parents AUG 6 1940

Religion of Parent : Number : Mean : o
Father
Unitarian, Congregational, ete. 3 52.10 6.60
Lutheran, Episcopal 2 52.50 10.50
Christian Seience 2 58.50 5.50
Protestant® 147 50.86 6.58
Roman Catholic S 57.33 3.73
lMiscellansous 4 48,75 7.43
Not ascertainsble 12 49 .83 6.44
Mother
Unitarian, Congregational, etc. 3 52.00 7.35
Lutheran, Episcopal 2 56.00 7.00
Christian Science 4 53.25 6.87
Protestant* 149 50.87 6.14
Roman Catholic 2 53.00 o
Miscellaneous 8 51.25 6,90
Not ascerteinable 5 48.40 8.38

¥ The failure of the students to indicate the exaet denomination re-
sulted in the necessity of using this classification.

Unfortunately the replies on this factor were quite inadequate,
however, they are presented for what they are worth. As may be seen
in Table 9, absolute differences are found in the means of the various
religious groups, however these are not counsistent from group tc¢ group
regardless of which parents affiliation they are based on. HNeither
are they of statistieal signifiecsnce when the errors of the means are
taken into consideration. Thus it may be concluded that for the
Oklshoma sample no significant relationships exist between attitudes

toward the Negro and the religious factors considered.

Political Party

The voting population of Oklshoma is predominently Demoeratiec.
Except in a few northern counties very few ma jor elective offices are

ever won by Republicans. The ralaﬁie ﬁﬁin'pb:.'tanoo of such "radical®



minority parties as the Socialists and Communists is indicated by the
fact that they rarely enter candidates in election contests. The
overwhelming predominance of the Democratie party in the state is
largely a reflection of cultural affiliation with the 0ld South, Thus,
it was reasoned thet families voting the Republican ticket might be
doing so in protest against this Southern ¢radition and that this pro-
test would be reflected in the attitude toward the Negro. To test this
assumption the scale scores were grouped according to both the father's
and the student's political party.

Table 10. Comparison of Scale Scores by Political
Party of Father and Politieal Party of Student

e 8
-e

Political Affiliation : Number Mean H o=
Father's Political Party 36 51.50 6.07
Republican 36 51.50 6.07
Democrat 110 50.43 6.87
No one party 22 52.55 7.04
Other 5 52.40 5.12
Student's Politicel Party
Republican 20 52.70 5.74
Democrat 97 50.87 2.82
No one party 51 50.88 6.72
Other 1 52.00 -
Not ascertainable 4 53.25 4.49

It is readily apperent from Table 10 that the relationship between
the political affiliation, either of the father or the student, and the
student’s attitude toward the Negro is neither consistent nor statis-
tically significant. Insofar as they are comparable, these results

B /4

agree with those of Murphy and Rensis.

_?/92- 2;1-' PP« 80-84.



Father's Occupation

Oﬁcupntion of the father is without doubt a significant influence
in conditioning many of the attitudes of the child, It is a major
factor in determining the socio-economic status of the family and thus
affects the social contacts and associations of the family members.
Different occupational groups are known %o have different attitudes on
many questions., It is probable that meny of these attitudes are communi-
cated from parents to children through the processes of socisl interactim
within the femily group. For these reasons it was decided to correlate
the subjects® scores on the raciasl attitude test with the ocecupation of
the father. The results of this comparison are shown in Teble 1l1.

Table 11. Students' Attitudds in Relation
to Fathers' Occupations

H

Ll
e w8

Occupation (- and
Semi~-skilled 9 51.33 5.61
Skilled 21 52.14" 6.66
Sales and clerical 15 46.87 5.76
Menagerial 17 50.12 7.52
Business 16 - 55.00 4,32
Professional 17 52.82 6.89
Farmer (All) 64 51.17 6.72

Owners 50 50,70 . 7.15
Tenants 12 50,33 4,33
Hot ascertainable 2 44,67 7.91
Deceased and retired 10 51.40 4,67
Not ascertainsble 4 45.10 7.78

As the figures in Table 1l reveal there are absolute differences in
the mean scores of students when grouped on the basis of the occupation
of their fether. However, these are not consistent with variations in
the occupational scale and tend to lose their stetistical significance
when thelr high degree of veriability is considered. Thus, it must be

concluded that the occupation of the father is not significantly related



to the attitudes of the Oklahoma student group toward the Negro.

Parent's Income

The income of the parents is likewise an important factor in the
socio-economic status of the family. Despite the faet that income is
closely associated with the occupetion of the father it perhaps reflects
economic factors not adequately revealed by the father's ocoupstion. For
this reason comparisons were made between scale scores of students grouped

according to this varisble.

Table 12. Comperison of Attitudes With Reference
to Income of Parents

Numbe.

0 - §$ 999 25 50.88 6.89
1,000 -~ 1,999 64 50.83 7.13
2,000 - 2,999 32 51.31 7.26
3,000 - 3,999 15 50.87 5.23
4,000 -~ 4,999 4 47 .75 4,82
5,000 and up 5 51.60 . 2.42

As may be seen from an examination of the figures shown in Table 12,
parent's income is neither consistently nor significantly related to the
student's attitude toward the Negro. These results, as well as those
of the previous table, are in essential agreement with those reported

&/

by Murphy and Lickert for similar socio-economic variables.




Educational Factors

Various features of the educational process affect the attitudes of
the student. From the time the child starts attending primary school he
is a member of groups that are in relatively dynamic soeial interaction,
This interaction is a potent feetor in the development of his attitudes.
By the advent of adolescence his attitudes are relstively well shaped,
However, his oollege experiences, coming as they do in the late adoles-
cent years, mey have some appreciable influence on his previously formed

attitudes,

Schools
It was thought that the identifisation of students sccording to the

verious schools in Oklahoms Agricultursl and Mechanical College might be
roughly selective of various factors contributing to attitudes toward seocial
orgsnization, Furthermore, since the student bodies of the different schools
constitute somewhat socislly separate groups, it would seem possible that
interaction within each might result in different recial attitudes, The
seperation of students by schools is shown in Table 13,

Table 13, Comparison of Seore
on Basis of Schoecls

:
Sehool : Mumber :  Meam 3 ©—

Agriculture 46 50.28 7446
Commerce 44 51,32 3.54
Arts and Seience 8 55.88 6.01 -
Engineering 4 50,80 5.84
Home Economies 20 49,81 710
Edueation 14 51,64 4,70

gy -
- o

From these data it can be seen that the students in the School of Arts
and Seiences have the highest meen score, although they constituted a dis-
proportionately small part of the sample. By the eriteria of differences



of means and of standard deviations of means, as used previously, we may
conclude that there are no statistieally significant differences between
attitudes of students in the various collegiate schools,

College Major

In order to obtain a more exact pieture of scademic interests then is
shown by sechools, the group was broken down by subjeets selected by the stu-
dents es their probable major fields, College courses vary in their general
reference to reeial questions, The biologiecal sciences may modify the preju-
dices ageinst minority races by the emphasis placed on the physiczl simflare
ities of all races, FPsychology and the soecial sciences, particularly soeci-
ology, have quite a divergent interpretation from the popular conseption of
cultural differences based on recial differences., It is guite possible that
the various courses would attract different types of personality whieh would
be reflected in their attitudes toward the Negro even before actual pursuit
of those courses is begun. Secondly, later experiences in the course may
alter the attitudes. This would appear to be not only one of the fundamental
purposes of higher eduscation but also one of the basie menifestations of dif-

ferences in attitudinal behavior,

Table 14 . Comperative Seale Seores by College Major

50.00 7.87

Social Science 49,92 6.87
Art, Literature, ste, 56.20 6.06
Home Feonomies 49,11 7.12
Misecellaneous and Not

Ascertainable 50,38 7.71

et e e
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The comparisons shown in Table 14 indicate that only the biological
sciences and the arts have any diverpence from the mean for the entire
g:mup. These two groups, however, have too few students to make the
difference statistically eonvineing, and despite the obvious plausibility
of the assumptions, it must be concluded that the chosen major fislds of
eollege students are not sslective of differensces in rsciasl attitudes so
far as this stuldy is concerned.

Partieipation in Extre-Ourrisular Astivities

Participation in activities outside the elassroom might conceivably
be related to attitudes toward the Negro for two ressons, Students who
enter into these activities usually do so voluntarily. For this reason
it might be thought that they would show more tolerance in working with
various types of students, Secondly, these extra~curricular sctivities
frequently include verious types of clubs for the discussion of seoeial
issues, Such discussion might influence the reorgenization of students'
attitudes. The students wers asked to check both athletic and none-
athletic activities in which they have participated in college. 'mon.
checking one or two activities only were considered moderately active
and those with three or more sctivities were clessed as very active. The
results of this comparison are given in Teble 15,

The figures in Table 15 indicate that there was an inverse relation-
ship betwsen the degree of participation in athleties and a direct rela-
tionship between the degree of partieipation in non-athletic sctivities
with the scores made on the attitude test. However, the differences be-
tween the various groups were so sligzht in relation to the standard errors
of the means that these relationships were not statistieally significent. 2/

9/ Murphy and Lickert, Op. Cit., P. 90. These writers came to essentially
the same coneclusion,



Table 15, Comparison of Seale Seores on Basis of
Participation in College Activities

College Activity : Number : Meen i o~

Athleties:
Very active 11 49.27 4,02
lioderately sctive 50 49,66 6.46
Inactive .12 51.73 6.95
Non-Athletics:
Hoderately active 51 51,24 5.52
Inactive 120 50,74 7.22

o~

But since the results had eonsistency a more sensitive secale :ight pro-
duce significant relationships between the degrees of activity and the
attitude scores,

Nembership in Fraternities

Fraternities and sororities probably represent the nearest approaches
to primsry gmupa to whieh students belong while attending collsge, Suech
intimate groups are pecullarly important in shaping the individusl's atti-~
tudes. It is fairly certain that experiences in fraternity groups modify
the members® attitudes toward meny parts of the social organizstion. To
what extent does this take plasce in regard to racial attitudes?

Another feature of the fraternity system is that membership is highly
selective sccording to the standards of the individual fraternity group.
In meny of the college activities fraternity membership contributes to e
higher sociel status for the individual, The eriteria of this selection
mey include personality characteristics which would influence the individ-
ual's attitude toward the Negro.

However, when the separation of students into the two groups shown in

Table 16 was made, it was readily obvious that fraternity membership was



Table 16. Comparison of Fraternity and Non-Fraternity
Members on Basis of Attitude Scores™

3
Froternity lMembership : i Mean 3 o~

Members 18 50,56 7«80
Non-members 150 51.05 6,58

¥lotal included seven schedules in whioch this item was not ascertainable.

not a significantly selective factor in racial attitudes of students. 18/
It is probable, however, that in Oklahoma where the status of the Negro is
definitely marked off in most respects, the rzeial issue mny not emerge in
the selection of fraternity members although fraternity standards may con-
tain potentisl seeds of attitudinel differentistion on the Negro.

Intelligence Test Scores
Intelligence is related to attitudes in several ways. Individusls

with higher intelligence may be responsive to different influences from
those with lower intelligence and these influen¢es may produce divergent
attitudes, Synthesizing and reasoning require higher intelligence than
other forms of learning. Sush ecapacity for reaseming and synthesizing
night conceivebly influence the development of the students' attitudes,
Hence, it mizht be expected that those more capeble of this type of mental
effor: would show higher scores on the attitude test, With this in mind
the intelligence test scores u/ were correlated with the attitude scores.

10/ urphy and Lickert, Bp. Cit., D. Ol. The Tesults of the present study

gre in agreement with the earlier ones using the same scale.

11/ See p. 18 above. The two measurements of intelligence used by the
ecollege are the 0.8.U. Form 17, and American Council Psychologiesl
Exeminetion, Form 1937,



The resulting eoeffiecient wes 0,089 & .079. Previous studies have alse

indieated a low relationship between these two varisbles. 1_2/

Agedenie Record
One of the fundamental purposes of higher education may be said to
be resheping of attitudes so that they will be more nearly in conformity
with the latest findings of scientifiec research. The academic record of
the student is usually considered as an index to the amount of knowledpe
the individual has gained in the college courses, If the knowledge gained
is setually assimileted into the attituds patterns of the student it should
be reflected in measurable changes in attitudes. The question involved here
is whether those who have acguired more text-book knowledge show higher
scores on the attitude test. In order to throw light on this question the
grade point averages -l—slm correlated with the attitude scores. The re-
sulting coefficient was 0,118 ¥ .076. Such a coefficlent is lower than
that for any group stulied by Murphy and Lickert. 24/ In the present esse
it may be concluded either that the knowledge gained hed no relation to the
issues involved or that such Ilmmvle'ﬂgo. if related to the issues, did not

influence the attitudes toward the Negro.

Nagazines Reed
The reading habits of un individusl are influenced by his attitudes and

in twrn the attitudes are modified by his reading habits, Iurphy and Lickert

have shown that there is a definite relationship between reading habits and -

12/ See p. 12 above, and Murphy end Lickert, Op, git., 102.

13/ See p. 11 above.

14/ Op. eit., pe 102, In their studies the coefficient of correlation ranged
from 0.14 to 0.40.
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nummmm.-w Instead of caleulating the averege scores
en the sesle according to type of magazines most frequently read, the atti-
Mlmmmmwiththmﬂlth'culhmln@tﬂofﬂh
magazines vesd by the individwmls. The scoring of "eultural weights®™ was

an applieation of Ieahy's scels of "Cultural Weights of Ceneral Interest
Megazines," .W The coefficient of gorrelation between the attitude scores

end the mageuine scores was 0,056 ¥ 076. The small degree of correlation
may have beex dus o the students writing in nemes of megezines, merely to
meke a good showing; or to the inability of the magazine scale to differen-
tiaste written content on the basis of its interpretation of raseial questions.
!bumlymhannhm‘nmm'uhmmmwmmtnmm
questions would show e higher correlation with the attitude scores.

Yocational Preference

As has been pointed out the occupation of the father d1d not prove to
be & valid indicator of the stulent’s attitude toward he Negre,l?/ me
oscupational ohoise of the student certainly would reflest his own inter-
ests and ettitudes toward the various socisl groups. Each occupational
group has a charecteristis hierarchy of attitules and values which differ-
entistes it from other groups. However, each group has other attitudes
identical with those of other groups. To which category does the attitude
toward the Negro belong?

Murphy end Lickert 23/found thet the ehoise of teaching es = veeation
yielded an averuge score high enocugh to indleate signifiecant differences
I8/ 8p. cit., ». 9.

18/ The Measurement of Urben Home Enviromment, p. 50.
'gz/ See p. 31 above.

a8/ 9p. eit., p. 99




Table 17, Attitude Scores in Relation to
Vosational Prefersnces

Engineering 21 51.43 5.03
Business b 3.3 48,33 8.22
Medicine and Law 5 54.40 6.83
Secretarial Work 16 52,62 B5.59
Vocational Agriculture 20 50,75 6.24
Teaching a2 52,19 5.89
Home Economics b4 49,86 7.23
Agrieulture 28 50.64 6.92
Miscellaneous 15 48,40 7.4
lot iscertainable 14 B51.57 9.65

between thot and the business and the engineering groups. But in the

. present study no such significent differences appeared. On the contrary,
the mean scores as shown in Teble 17 indicate that an undifferentiated
attitude toward the Negro is common to all vocational groups. The mean
score of the prospective law and medicine group is somewhat higher than
that of the other groups but there sre too few students in this growp
to make the difference signifiecant, and the standard deviations of the
means are greater than any of the differences between the mean scores
of the various groups, Hence, the conclusion follows that the attitudes
of the propositi composing this sample are not distinetly differentiated
when applied to the Negro,



CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The purpose of this study was to find out if selected social
and economit variables Shnuod any relationship with the attitudes of
Oklshoma Agricultural and Mechanical College students toward the Negro.

Murphy, Murphy, and Newcomb's definition of attitudes as "verba-
lizadlor verbalizable tendencies, dispositions, or adjustments toward
certain acts™ was used in this study because it is so stated that it
nﬁy be subjected to measurement.

A review of the methods which have been used to measure attitudes
showed that those of Thurstone and Lickert overcame the difficulties of
previous methods. The critical ratio method utilized by Lickert appeared
to have given comparable results but with less time and expense than is
required by Thurstone's method.

Inmm:lg the applications of these methods to the measurement of
racial attitudes, it was found that the previous studies did not find
any significant comparisons of different groups, except between groups
in different geographical areas.

A test for the measurement of attitudes toward the Negro which'
had been constructed by Murphy and Lickert, using the eritical ratio
method, was given to 173 students in freshmen English classes of
Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College. To determine the validity
of the items for use on this sample the criticel ratio of eazh ite- eg
calculated. One of the fifteen items had ma eritical ratio slightly be-
low the standard desired but not enough below as to warrant its omission.
The reliability of the scale proved to be slightly lower in its present
application than in former studies using the same scale,

General factors concerning physical characteristies, community



background, family environment, educational influences and contacts
with Negroes were considered in relation to the scores on the attitude
test. Each of these factors was broken down s0 that several variables
relating to the same source of influence were examined in reference to
the attitude scores.
No statistically significant relationships were noted between any
of the selected variables and the scores on the attitude scale. How-
ever, the scale mey not have been sufficiently sensitive to reveal in-
significant distances absolute variations that existed between atti-
tudes of the several groups. Further developments in attitude scale
construction may provide an instrument so precise that absolute dif-
ferences which may exist can be measured. With this qualifiecation
regarding the sensitiveness of the scsle in mind it may be deduced
from the results of this study that the attitude toward the Negro is
an integral part of the culture pattern to which all groups in this
area are conditioned. It would appear that any influences contrary
%o this dominant attitude affect only a few and that the attitude is
general throughout the area. Further research in life history docu-
ments might revesl other variebles related to divergent attitudes.

These factors might then be subjected to statistical treatment. Further

paychological research might also furnish leads for statistical study.
It is quite probable that there are some psychological variables that
would show & correlation with racial attitudes. In conclusion, it may
be said that the present study fails to indicate any social variables

that may be considered as indices of attitudes toward the Negro.
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Appendix 4

Name Age Sex School Class
Last First

Home

Post Office County State

Are you part Indian? Yes No How Much?

"AIl "3/a 1/ "1/aor less

How many yaars have you lived ia (state number)
City of over 15,000 people
City of 2,500 to 15,000 people
Village with less than 2,500 people
On a farm

e ema e L

Was your father born in America? Yes Ho

Was your mother born in Americe? Yes No

In whet stats was your father born?

In what state was your mother born?

How old was your father when he came to Oklahoma?

How o0ld was your mother when she came to Oklahoma?

What is your father's religion?

What is your mother's religion?

What is your religion?

Check the political party which your father favors (votes for its candidates)

Republican No One Party
Democrat Other

Check the political party which you favor
Republican No One Party
Democrat Qther

What is your father's occupation?
(Be specific - for example, if oill field worker, state whether he is

pumper, ete.)
If your father is a farmer, what i1s his tenure status?
Owner Tenant Laborer
Check your parents' approximate income
$§ 0-499 2,000-2,499 4,000-4,499
500-999 2,500-2,999 4,500-4,999
1,000-1,499 3,000-3,499 5,000 and up _

1,500-1,999 3,500-3,999
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Appendix A - continued

In what extra-curricular activities did you participate in high school?

Athletics Non-Athletic
Football Baseball Dramatics Stamp Club
“Basketball Track Debating Social Clubs ____
Y.M. or Y.W.C.A.____ Other

Are you a member of a college fraternity or sorority? Yes No

In what extra-curricular activities do you participate in college?

Athletics Non-Athletic
Football Track Dramatics Y.M.ar Y.W.C.A.
Basketball Intramural Publications Pep Organizations
Baseball Other Other

In what subject do you expect to major?

Do you earn part of your college expenses? Yes No

How much?

All 3/4 1/2 "1/4 or less

What magazines do you most frequently read? (In rank of frequency of reading)

What occupation do you expect to enter?
Have you ever worked with Negroes? Yes No

As a child did you ever play with Negroes? Yes No

Did you have Negro servants or other Negro laborers in your home? Yes

No

Check answers with which you agres - as you do in multiple choice exami-
nations.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Would most Negroes, if not held in their places, become officious, over-
bearing, and disagreeable? Yes ? No

If you went into a cafeteria in a northern city, sat down, and then rea-
lized you were at the table with a Negro, would you leave the table?
Yes 2 No

Would you shake hands with a Negro? Yes ? No

Do you disapprove of the use of the term "nigger"? Yes ? No

Ir you heerd of a Negro who had bought a home or a farm, would you be glad?
Yes ? No




6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

1l.

12.

13.

5l.
Appendix A - continued

In & comunity in which the Negroes outnumber the whites, under what
circumstances is the lynching of a Negro justifiable?

a) Never

b) In very exceptional cases where a specially brutal crime against
a white person calls for swift punishment,

¢) As punishment for any brutal crime against a white person,

d) As punishment for any gross offense (felony or extreme insolence)
committed against a white person.

e) As punishment for any act of insolence against a white person.

How far in our educational system (aside from trade education) should
the most intelligent Negroes be allowed to go?

a) Grade school

b) Junior high school

e¢) High school

d) College

e) Graduate and professional school

In a commuhity where the Negroes outnumber the whites, a Negro who is
insolent to & white man should be:

a) excused or ignored

b) reprimanded

¢) fined and jailed

d) not only fined and jeiled, but also given corporal punishment

(whipping, etec.) .
e) lynched

All Negroes belong in one class and should be treated in about the same
way. Strongly approve Approve Undecided Disapprove
Strongly disapprove

Negro homes should be segregated from those of the white people.
Strongly approve Approve Undecided Disapprove
Strongly disapprove

Where there is segregation, the Negro section should have the same equip-
ment in paving, water, and electric light facilities as is found in the
white districts. Strongly approve Approve Undecided

Disapprove Strongly disapprove
If the same prepsration is required, the Negro teacher should receive

the same salary as the white. Strongly approve Approve
Undecided Disapprove Strongly disapprove

Practically all American hotels should refuse to admit Negroes.

Strongly approve Approve Undecided Disapprove
Strongly disapprove
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Appendix A - continued

14. No Negro should be deprived of the franchise except for reasons which
would also disfranchise a white man. Strongly approve Approve
Undecided Disapprove Strongly disapprove

15. In a commnity of 1,000 whites and 50 Negroes, a drunken Negro shoots

and kills an officer who is trying to arrest him. The white population
immediastely should drive all the Negross out of town. Sitrongly approve

Approve Undecided Disapprove Strongly disapprove



Appendix B
Comparison of the Results Obtained FProm the Application of the

Oriterion of Internal Consistency and Item Analysis to the
Negro Scale for Groups A end B Combined (Na=62)*

: : 3 3

Golwmn 1 3 Columm 2 S _: Columm H 5
1 .69 1.7 2 5
2 .64 1.5 6 6
3 -51 1.7 10 11
4 .18 . 0.4 14 14
5 .62 1.3 ¥ 8
3 .40 0.7 11 13
7 .12 0.1 15 15
8 -39 1.1 12 10
9 .26 0.9 135 12

10 .65 2.7 5 1
i1 - 60 1.2 8 9
12 .54 1.4 9 7
13 «67 2.3 4 2
14 .74 2.0 1 3
15 .68 1.6 3 4

rho (Columm 4 vs. Golm&) -9 9
Column 1 - Statement numbers

Column 2 - Coefficient of correlation between the score on the in-
dividual statement end the average score on all fifteen
statements.

Column § - Difference between the average score of the highest 9 in-
dividuals and that of the lowest 9 individuals,

Colum 4 - Order of extéellence as determined by item enalysis based
upon the coefficients of correlation shown in Columm 2.

Column § - Order of excellence as determined by the criterion of in-
ternal consistency based upon the differences shown in
Golummn 3.

* This table taken from Murphy end Lickert, Op. cit., p. 287.
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Appendix C

kesns and Standerd Deviations of Groups in
8ix Schools on the Negro Attitude Scele®*

3 :

— Sehool : Number : Mesn  : o=
Columbie 100 59.40 6.09
Michigan 92 54.73 5.86
Northwestern 85 54.22 6.23
Yale 100 B6.44 6,23
¥A College in Virginie" 185 46.35 7.56
Okishoma Agricultural and

Mechaniesl College 173 50.98 6.73

¥ Figures for all schools except those for Oklahoma Agricultural and
Mechanical College were adapted from tables in Murphy end Lickert,
_0.2. l!_i_t_c. PP. §3 end 70.








