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LOCATION 

In the Mountain Valleys of Soco and Ooonalutty, in the shadow ot 

the great Smoky Mountains, 11 ve the North Carolina Cherokees. Their 

land owned 1n cam:non is found in the counties ot Cherokee, Jackson, 

Swain1 Macon and G.re.ham.1 

"Qualia Boundary, " the 01•1 ne.l land bought and the principal han.e 

2 
of these Indians, lies in Swain and J'aekson Counties. This original 

land contained 50,000 acres end to that was added tran time to time 

other tracts until an additional 50,ooo ae:res was added, lying in 

Cherokee, Graham and Macon Counties. 3 

The capitol of the nation is maintained at 1Stonary" on the 

10oonalurty River in the present Swain County in the extreme nst part ot 

:North Oerolina near the Tennessee lin•• 4 

The ti ve counties containing the Cherokee lands in North Carolina 

5 
,are in the -extreme southwest part or the state. Beginn.ing on the 

·Cherokee, Graham, and Swain Counties. South or Swain County lies Macon 

l 
H. s. Canby, "Top o• Snoky," }!ar,Pers, oxmI, p:p . 573-583. 

:2 
W. R. L. Sm1 th, ~ Story: ,,g! ~ Cherokees• p . 225. 

:3 
House Executive Doo'lmants, V.ol. nr. (1890-1891), 51st Cong. 

4 
' • R. L. Sn! th, !a.!, Storz 2.!, !!:!, Cherokees, p. 229. 

5 
Orem, International Atlas , :Map of North Carolina, p. 34 



on the Georgia boundary and east of Swain and Macon lies J'ackson 

County. 

"Quall.a BoundEU'Y" is in Sn.in Oounty but extends over into J'ackson. 

I t beginS on the Temieuee line well up 1n the Smoky Mountains and 

reaches a short way into J"ackson beyond Charokee where the Government 

Tl-sining School is located. 

All the other counties in this southwest corner of the state have 

sane of the outlying territory of the Cherokees except Clay, a small 

county between Cherokee and Macon on the Georgia. Boundar,y. 7 

6 
House Executive Documents, No . XII , 1890-1891 ,, 51st Cong. 
Session . 

7 
Cram, International Atlas. Map of North Carolina , p . 34. 

2nd 



ORIGIN 

The Cherokees of Iiorth Carolina. ere originally a :part of the 

Cherokee Nation. Prior to their removal there were t ro distinct di

visions of the Cherokees, the 'ttlill Cherokee-., and the "Valley Cherokees . n1 

The former of these divisions was also divided, and one finds a part of 

than living 1n the extreme highl.a.nd differing from the main group ot 

"Hill Cherokees . " Ot this part of the tribe there was some 5,000 liv

ing in the mountainous southwest North Carolim . 2 

The original nu oles of th$ North Carolina Chet"Okees was t be 

Kit_awb8. settl.ement on the Tuckaseegee River• near the mouth of the 

Oconalufty,, in the :present Swain Oounty. The Indians of this and the 

neighboring settl snent on Lufty and Sooo ere the purest blooded and 

most conservative of the Ohsrokee Nation. They were under the leader-

ship of their Ohief Yonagu.ska (Drowning Bear)• a fine man. six feet three 

inches high e.nd o t powerful. build. 3 

Yonaguska counseled p-&ace and friendship with the whit.es but was-

opposed to weS'tward migration . He cont®ded that his people would be 

better ott in the mowita1ns ot North Carolina than 1n a fertile country 

that would soon be claimed by the Westward-moving whites .4 

He upheld ancient customs and the aboriginal religion O't the tribe 

l 
Dale and J . L. Rader, Readinge--Oklahoma llistor;;y , i) . 174. 

2 
Horace Kephart~ "Quting.tt {May 1919), rmv, P• ,90. 

5 
Ibid. 
4-

1!?!!• 



and was very suspicious of the white missionaries . 

·mien General. Scott• s soldiers began gathering the Cherokees :for 

removal, a great number of Chief Yone.gu.ska' s ban fled to the w11ds ot 

the mounts.ins in o.dvanca, and they secreted themselves there.5 They 

were joined by others who &soaped frcm the stockade at Calhoun. About 

one half of these i'ugit ives ro111 ranoval. were under ·!;he leadership ot 

Utsale. (Lichen) who settled them at the head waters between Cline,:nan 

Dane and Mount Guyot of the great "Smoky Ra.nge. "6 

While General Scott's soldiers were gathering the Chc--okees and 

placing them in the stockades, they came upon the family of Tsel.1 

{Charley) • Char l.ey, his wife , three sons• and brother were on theil!' 

way to the stockade. He, no·li being abl.e to see his wif'& brutal.ly 

punished With a bayonet because she could not travel faster , gave a 

eoomiand in Cherokee to f'al.l upon the guards and escape . This they did , 

killing one of' the soldiers. They then fled into t ha mountains and 

joined their kinsmen.7 

The:re being a great number of these fugitives in the almost in• 

aeesaible recesses or these great mountains , and General Scott ' s forces 

being reduced, owing to the threat of trouble· with England and the 

"Seminole ~ ," it as nm to impossible to get them out . This gave 

General Scott a chonce for a compromise . He agreed to allow these 

Indians to remain in their old country and asked leniecy o:f the 

government it they would sur.rendar Tsala and his group to be put to 

'5 
Ibid. 

6-

lbid. 
7-

J'ohn P . Br<r..m, Old Frontier8 , p. 52. -



death for tlla murder of the eo1dler .4 

lliem n. Thomas, a white trader, and the adopted son of 7onagu.skei. 

was ehosErl to carry the message to Utsala . 9 The chief was bitter 

egainat the whites because his wife and son had died of starvation sine• 

they had been funiti ves in the mountains •10 .Howev«r , when Tsa.11 was 

told or the plan, he agreed to give up and save his people. He, his 

two sons. and his ·bl'Other ere shot and his youngest son we.s moved west 

but later returned to live with his kiD.Smen. He took the name or 
ll 

"Was1tum1" meaning ash118ton. 

The lst046 upland Cherokees were left in North Carolina. They chose, 

Willlam. H. Thomas aa as;ont , &nd after three ye s of struegle in 

'ii shington got -the promise of Gsnerol Scott :ratified in 1843 •12 sue-

ce9ding 1n this :f'irs-t task, he bought l and 1n St1ain and Jackson 

Counties as a home for this band or C ro.irees that re-fused to move west 

of the l.Ussiasippi River . l..'3 Thus, frc:m thssG fugitives from l"-&:!l.oval, 

originated the Cherokees of l1ort.h Caroline. , e only called the Ee.stern 

Band of Cherokees . They still live on tt~ualla Boundary" end sur.roun.4-

1ng oountry 1n southwest North Carolina. 

a 
w. R. L. Smith , Story ..2!, .!!l! Cherokees, p . 166. 

9 
.r ohn P. Brovm, .2J2.. ,ill.. • p • !ii21. 

10 
Ibid . 

u-
Ibid •. 

12-
Laws and Treaties, Indian .Affairs , n, p . 564. 

13 
Horace Kephart, "Outing" U a.y 1919) , I.XXIV, p . 90 . 



This group at the Ohei-okee Nation that lived in the Mountain sec-

tions were a little different f'ro.m the remainder of the tribe. They 

were the most primitive and superstitious of the tribe and trusted the 

whites least of all, especially concerning any kind of promise. 

These !ountain :f'aetions or the Cherokee had less contact with the 

whites and were less educated than the lowland sections. They also 

expeeted the white mn to keep his word. Their attitude toward the 

mites who 1"ailed to keep their promise or return a favor was expressed 

by the old Chief, Junaluske. • when ha said: 

"If I had known that J'aeksonwould have ciriven us 
from our hanes I would haw killed him that day at 
Horse Shoe. al 

The Cherokees were the Mountaineers of th& South. And like all 

highlanders they ware passionately attached to the rugged and pictur-

esque land that gave them birth. Tb.is promise of a :far away home 1n 

the wilderness, filled with savages, held no allurement for a people 

prospElt'ous in t he arts of peace and asked nothing better than to b,e let 

al.one.2 

According to history, there are many leaders of the Cherokees, but 

t.b;rea names are tvritten above all others. 

Junaluska., warrior and states man , tought their battles and helped 

make their later history . Seqyoyah gave them a written language end 

Tsali, 1n one act of deathless splendor, gave bo.ck to than th.a mountains 

l 
Horace Kephart, "Ollting , (May 1919) , rmv, P. ,31. 

2 
Horace Kephart,!!:!, Cherokees .2,! tbe Smokz :Mountains , P• 25. 



and valleys they had lost .3 
John Ross was the principal chief' of all the tribes and spent a 

life time and a fortune in the service of his people, but on the reser

vation 1n North Carolina he is held to have betrayed their cause .4 

J\maluska came to Andrew Jackson's aid at Horse Shoe Bend in 1814. 

Beoause he saved the da.y , J'ackson swore an ever la.sting :f'riendshi'p to 

Junaluska, and said : 

ttAs long as the sun shinee, and the grass gro s , 
there shall be f riendship between us, and the feet of 
the Clle.rokees shell be tOW&l"d the east." 

J"unaluska bel ieved thie , and when westward mov«n.ent was being urged 

he alone .remained sarene. as not Jackson in the White- Hous:e and had he 

not sworn they should not move west? 

When the truth was forced upon him he pleaded .rith the president 

to remember his oath, but his arguments tailed , ani when General Scott's 

troops ca.me to the Cherokee country, Junaluslm stood on the mountains 

19.lld cursed the day he saved Jackson's life. 5 

He went est 1th his people , but came back +,o die among his hills . 

tte was said to have lived to be more than one hundred . Long e.:f'ter his 

dsath. the D. A. R. 's tlllve1led a monunent to him at Robbinsville . 

Reverend Cornsilk delivered an oration and SOlll$ quotation or it .follows: 

4: 

"We have met here today to honer J"unalueka. 1e 
e.ppreoiata that he went to war ani gain&d this big 
victory for .Tackson. I knew 1una at that time-; knew 
him well . I recollect how he looked. He wore his hair 
cut otf e.t back of head, and b:e would plait his hair on 
to:p of his head , so as to make it stick up like horns . 

j . L. Caton, ~ F..astern Cherokeee, p.24 . 

Mary N en Fitzgerald, !a!, Cherokees ,p. 30 . 



He ~ms a good man . He believed in God. a.m 1 esus as 
one. He depended on 1esus tor way to heaven. He was 
a good friend . I!e was good friend in home and every
where. He woul& ask hungry man to eat; he would ask 
cold man to tVam at fireside . He would ask tired man 
to rest.. He was smart. He made his mind to think. 
Ile was very brave. He was not o.f'raid. Yun.a• a home 
was a E,>od hane for others. I am glad he is about. 
(pointing up) .s 

Sequoyah was ramemberad not for hi.S bravery or heroic deeds 1n 

'battle. but far his giving his people a m.-ittan language. Soon after 

lb.is invent ion. th~ upper and lower C!lerokees carried on correspondence . 

For t his great benefit the ge:narnl council voted him an a.nnue.l pension 

of ~ .oo, the f irst :pension to be granted to any author . ThEij" also 

gave him 500 . 00 for the invention. 7 

%ere wa.s e. tradition that a band ~ Cherokees ha.d been lost in the 

trestern mountain.a and Sequoyah spent much ·time and n1oney searching for 

them, that he might mrk out a conmen language for all the Indians .8 

The long trips through the estern mountains., taxed his strength, 

t.nd finally, in the tall of 1848, he stopped his ox cart t-0 rest • near 

$an Fernandino, New Mexico. He still rests there, not far from the 

lio Grande, the greatest or his race .9 

Tsa.J.i lived up in the atloky' Mountains too remot9 to hear what was 

ll1appening to his brothers in th.e l.ower towns . 

When the soldiers came and Tse.11 and his family escaped, killing e. 

•oldiEn' , Gene..ral Scott agreed to let the rffl!Ilant of Cherokees 1n the 

ni.ountains ranain if he would surrender. Tsal1 cem• in and was ex-eouted 

Ib1d. -
'lE.!!· 

Ibid. -

8 



to save his people--the land they loved. The old people remember him 

to this day, and it so said: 

Greater love hath no man, than t his, that a man lay 
down his life tor hie friend . lo 

Fram this 1' oregoing account, it is easy to see why the Cherokees 

of North Carolina revere and cherish memories of these three men. 

10 ~-

9 



CIIll1?I'ER FOUR 

· GOV.filRN'.!ENT, PATRIOTI&l, CUST011S, MID IlADITS 

The government of the Ea.stern. Ch~kees was pa.tt~ed a.f'ter the 

govern:nent of the entire band or tribe . T'.a.e tribes first effort to win 

recognition as a civilized nation came early in the nineteenth century.l 

In 1820, at the suggestion of Thomas J"ei':f'erson, they formed a 

repu lican form of government modeled after that of the United States, 

2 
and in 1828 they adopt t.. constitution. 

This was an assumption of distinct nationality, and their 

sovereignty was recognized by tho United States . They passed law-13 for 

the collection or taxes , tor repoJr of roads , far the support of' 

schools, for the sup_pression of intempere.nc-e end polygam:,• , and prevent-

ing the sale o:f land to . ites without the co:isent of the National 

3 
Council . 

In 1827, J"ohn Ross was president of the Convent ion that formed and 

adoptod a constitution of the Cherokee Nation, "the first ef~ort at a 

regular gov-ernmerrt , w1 th dist !net branches a.nd pcr.vers defined , ever made 

and carried into effect by any of the Indians of North America ." In th81 

following year, 18?..6, he · ns elected principal chief and held this 

4 
office continuously untj l his d(t th. This government existed until 

removal and was carried on to Oklahoma. The little band runaining in 

North Carolina was left without s.ny fonn of government . 

'1 
Horace Kephart , The Cherokees .£! .t!!!. &nok;y MountainS , p . 9. 

2 
Buchaman a.nd Dale, American History. 

Horace Kephart, Tha Cherokees of the fmokv ountains, p . ll. - --



Atter the er.nail band f'ound themselves scattered among the North 

Carolina mountains and at the mercy of the whit& .People, the headman 

turned to the one man they thought could help thwi--Wm. H&nry Thomas, 

an Indian trader.5 Thom.as ent to Washington in 1840 and worked for 

three years to ge·t the government to allow these Indians to NmB.in in 

the old home . I n 1843-, Thomas was authorized as their agent by the 

g-0vernm.ent . In 1846 the Eastern Cherokees were e.dlnitted to participate 

1n the benef'its of the treaty o'! 1835, and Thomas was authorized at 

Tarious times to bW bade :f'r(J!l the whites enough land in westorn North 

6 Carolina as a permanent home for the band . 

This he did. and since the state of North Carolina wou.ld not 

allow Indians. to own land-Thomas held the deed in his own name until 

after the Civil Viar . His persoDal affairs became involved in 1869 .. and 

the land was sold and bought by T. Johnston to satisty a $30 ,000 judg

ment against Thomas . 7 

Then a suit was begun in the Circuit Court of the United States 

for the t11estern district of North Carolina to establish title and owner-

ship to the land which was held in the name of Thomas for the Cherokees. 

The Court appointed a board of arbitrators to determine the inte.re t ~ 

the Cherokees in the lands involved,. which board awarded most of the 

land 1n question to the India.ns.8 

5 ~. 
6 

Ibid. 

7 
Report of Conm1sS1oners of Indian Affairs, 1874. 

ll 



Th& Indian affairs were adjusted at this time. Fran 1874 to 1894 

the title to the reservation of tha Eastern Band of Cherokees was held 

in trust -by the gavernment , and the supervision of the land and son:e of 

the affairs ~ tha Cherokees are under the administration of the Bureau 

of Indian Affa.ira , Washi ngton , D. c. 9 

In 1870 the Eastern Band <:£ the Cherokees ehanged their form of 

government and began electing a. Principal Chief and Vice Chief' to serve 

tor a term af' tour yea.rs , and the Councilmen were elected to serve tor 

:a term of two years . They also elect a secretary,. treasurer , and a 

Uars~11.10 

A unique feature of the situation of the Cherokee Indian Resarve.tion 

is the fact that a charter was granted the people by the state of North 

·Carol1na in 1889 . On March 11 of that year, the state legislature 

;passed a bill containing certain benefits to the tribes, including a 

charter and the machinery for the organization of a tribal Council . 11 

The p:i;-esent tribal Council consists of twelve man.bars, two elected from 

ea.ch of the six districts . These districts are: Yellowhill, Big Cove, 

:Painttown, Wolfetown , Birdtown, and Snowbird.12 

The Qualia Boundary consists at on1y five districts or townships 

1e.nd that or Snowbird is in Graham County, North Carolina, but is under 

'the tribal jurisdiction and has its two representatives on the tribal 

9 
c. W. Blair., Cherokee Indian, Ashville CitiZens . 

10 
Ibid . -

11 

Ibid . -



counc11.15 

The tribal council holds one regular session each year and attends 

to matters pertaining to land and makes request to the government in 

matters of public 1mproVEments . The Council also apportions money and 

other aids to the aged and needy members of the tribe.14 

The :present Chief of the Eastern Band of Cherokees is J'a.rret 

Bl ythe and the Vice Chief is Fred Bauer.15 

These Indians have always cooperated with the state and National 

Government as far as it was possible. Sane tour hundred of them joined 

a regiment under Colonel William H. Thomas in the Civil War and a large 

number tm.listed during the late rorld war . The Cherokees have organized 

a legion post on "Qualla Boundary" for Indians exclusively. 

Tho prompt and generous response o_ the Eastern Cherokees to our 

government's call for subscriptions to liberty bonds and We.r saving 

st.amps was surprising and delizhtrul.. 

In proportion to their ability they more than equalled the whi tea •1$ 

Their young men went into the war willingly and fought gallantly. Only 

one slacker was reported in the whole tribe, and he was inmadiately 

brought in by his own people.17 

The Indian children in the Cherokee school are supporting a war 

'13 
J . L. Caton, .!h!! _C_h_ar_o_k_ee_ Indians, p . 15. 

14 
Ibid. -

15 
c. M. Blair, Personal letter. J'uly 19, 1939. 

16 
Horace Kephart , !a.!, Cherokees .2!, !B.! S:no}cy Mountains, :p. 35. 

J.7 
Ib14. 

15 



or:phan in France.18 

The Eastern Cherokees are also a group that honors their rhite 

brothers and kinsman hen sueh an occasion arises . 

fill Rogers visited "Qualla Boundary" and looked up his kinsfolk 

a few years ago and these people fell in love with him. The night aftel1' 

the news. of his tragic death came they held the first memorial service 

for him. Reverend illiam Fitzgerald read the follO\' ing poem which he 

had composed that day . 19 

TIIE CEEROKE:ES' F ARr.lELL TO "lILI. ROGERS 

A dust cloud fogs on the Western plain , 
Bathed in the yellow gloam, 
And pony hoofs clatter a wild refrain 
As they all come gal.loping home . 
The cowboys yell with a hunger cry, 
But one shouts loude:r than all, 
"I've roped my le.at old horns" came his sigh, 
As the night gust swept with e. aquall . 

ttFellers I love to ride the range 
From morn till the sun drops down 
And this bunch of :f'un I would not exchange 
For a kingdan. and its crown. 
But I must leave you, Old S:port , adieu, 
l' 11 travel this way again 
In a. better day I'll cane to you, 
So long, But I can't tell when . " 

Then drawling away with a merry song, 
And the Cherokee glint in .his eyes, 
With hi.a rope in his hand, he went along 
'Jhere his path of glory lies. 
\11th untried powers and a laugh in his throat, 
Ile steps on a lighted stage, 
A man, measured not by the cut of his coat 
Or the changing size of his rage . 

All the world was an audience hall for ~7ill a 
Whether moved by tear or smile , 
All human differences were as nil., 

18 ~-
19 



Mankind ms a m.ixed up pile. 
"I' l l rule it with humor" he said with a pat. 
"Chase the mourners out o:f the rey, tt · 
And he swathed himself in his lariat, 
To make all classes his prey. 

No,, up ·•hera the stage is raised a bit , 
And the whole world's ears could hear. 
He rode to :t.'am.& on his mother wit• 
As he travelled f'ar and near. 
He dashed o'er the waves- he dived through the sea. 
New pathes in the air he beat• 
In the North; in the South, where great men be, 
East or West, they sat at his feet . 

From his finger tips, with·a mike at his lips 
He followed the human play, 
And leaped from stage to printed page. 
To toy with the grave or gay. 
He sought not for gold , but for joy untold 
That stirred in his dauntless breast, 
He must sea each side of the fight , worldwide 
And ply each one with his jest. 

He held in his hands a cord of lines, 
He swept all hearts to a goal. 
He opened for all new laughter mines, 
And cheered Humanity's soul . 
He girdled the '10rld t.111. th hie l asso strong, 
His tent-pins widened each day, 
And just rhen the world seemed to wait for his sons •. 

left us and 11ent away. 

Oh~ the last round- up in .Ale.ska' s chill 1 
Oh, the sunshine loat in a fogl 
There•s a tear in all hearts for big hearted Will 
Aa the rorld still keeps on its jog. 
For he blew Love's 11.gb.t to a brighter flame, 
And he healed pain"s sigh with a deed, 
As he wrote on the scroll of the years his name. 
And "Friendl.iness" left as his Cl"eed. 

They also honored the president of the United States, Franklin D. 

Roosevelt. 

In 1937 when President Roosevelt made his first official visit to 

the Smoky Mountain National Park he went dovm the south slope of the 

mountains into a Cherokee village on Q.uo.lla Boundary. There he was met 

by all the oldest chiefs and ex- chief's of the tribe as wel.l as by 



In token of friendship and appreciation of what the government is 

doing to improve conditions of the Indian reservation, the President 

was crowned with the ancient feathered headdress of a Cherokee Chief 

and dubbed "Chief Whit• Ea.gle . ,,20 

20 
j. L. Caton, The Cherokee IndianL"J , p . 12. -

lG 



EIDCATION 

Education among the Cherokees began before remoyaJ., with the in-

vention of the Cherokee alpha.bet by Sequoyah. or course this ivas all 

interrupted by rE111.oval and the small band that rEmained in North 

Carolina had very little left of their literary inheritance. Yet here 

and there a volume had been saved out of the wreck end ruins of removal., 

Parts of the Old Testament and all of the New Testament and a h~ book 

and a f copies of other collections a.re still extant.1 They had no 

schools. 

The Q;uakers learning of the plight of the Cmrokees in North 

Carolina resolved to establish schools for thElll and g ive than moral and 

religious tra1ning.2 For ten years these were carried on under contract, 

with the government cooperating. These schools established by the 

Society of Friends immediately after the Oivil ar were under contract 

3 to B. c. Bobbs , ~oamingdale ,. Indiana . In January 1876, the Society 

of Friend.a attempted to establish a central Boarding School at Cherokee,. 

but the &XI>ense was so heavy it had to be abandoned, hmvever, the United! 

States government took this school over the next year and it became an 

industrial school wider tha support of the Federal Governm.ent .4 

For several. years after this school was established, it also was 

conducted rmder contract to B. c. Bobbs • 

. 1 • C Mary Newman Fitzger ld, ,ru herokees, p. 23. 

2 1.12.!!· 
3 Robert Le.athen1ood-Repart of' Conmissionera of Indian Affairs, 1886, 

I> • 208-9. 

4 Ro 1; o! " ---· 1 si,r r , of Ind - ·~tnus,. l'l7i. 

l'l 



.In 1886 there were :t1ve schools in this agency, including the 

central school at Cherokee , and tour days school.a in various parts of 

Q,~lla Boundary. The central school was open tan months in the year and; 

the others were op seven months during the year . 5 

After 1886 the Eastern Cherokees severed all relations with the 

Cherokees west and their systa:ns of Education took on a permanent aspect 

6 
anti continued to improve until their schools became modern. 

Figures given in the school budget for the Central school at 

Cherokee for a few selected years will serve to show the rapid growth of 

the educational progr8lll in Q.ual.J.a Boundary after the affairs of the 

Eastern Cherokees ware finally adjudicated , 1874-1894 . In 1905 there 

was an appropriation of 'il'29 ,050, and an attendance of 150 students . In 

1914 their appropriation as ;36 ,000 and the attendance 180. In 1926 

the appropriation 77 _.500 and the attendance 300 . In 1957 there was e.n 

7 
appropriation of 117,491 and enrollment of 401 students . 

The four days schools in 1937 were Big Cove Township , enrollment of 

4l.; Birdtown, 57 ; Snowbird, 29; end Soeo, lll. 

The sohool are financed by direct aid !'ran the federal government . 

Thay all run a period ot nine months . The day schools carry the chlldre1a, 

through the first six grades. The children all return to their homes at 

night . Those in grades . seven to twelve, attend the Central Boarding 

s chool at Cherokee. There were 466 attending this school in 1938. All ctJt 
8 

these children eat their lunch at the school dining room. 

5 
Robert Leatherwood -- Report of Comniseioners at Indian Af:f'a1rs , 1886 , 
pp . 208-9. 

6 
;r . L. Caton , ~ Cherokee Ind18.D:i p . 16 . 
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There are, five buses tha.t carry the children to end from their 

homes. 9 

These schools are strictly modern in physical equipment, and in 

methods of instruction. 

The government has spent a sum of ~229 ,333 J60 i:n the last few years1 

for repair and construction of a new building on Q,ualla Boundary. They 

also maintain a modernly equipped hospital where the Indian children get 

tree medical care. They have a staff of good doctors, dentists., and 

nurses. 

A nU?"sery school end adult clas.ses are su_stained at tho Central 

school at Cherokee. Those who attend thG adult classes are mostly women 

and are ta.kine; basketry or pottery making. lo 

In addition to the regulur aoo.dem.ic courses, the Indian children 

get instructions in. the Vocationul subjects that include dairying, farm.

ll ing, mechanics , woodwork and other practical subjects. 

In 1937 t the present program wan established. In detennining what 

the schools should do, there were three wnys these Indians needed help. 

l. Improve their health; 2. Make them more eoonanically secure; 3 .• 

Establish for t hElll a. respected place in society. Of' course, the science 

program is only a SI:1all part of the ge11eral educational program. but the 

science class studies along three definite lines; l. The class studied 

sanitation, tested milk and water, broueilt out the need at modern latrinN 

and general cleanliness i n their homes. 2. They studied forestry, set 

out 500 pine treas in one year and stopped erosion in many places. 3. 

9 

10 

Robert Young Deer, 'file Cherokee Indians, written and published by 
ninth ~ade Cherokee schools. 

1 .. L. Caton. The Cherokees, p. 16. -----
ll _1"'b • 1.d., .. 



They studied photography and basket ma.king. The girls also studied 

plant life. 12 They have a book on the flora of the country. 

On the following pages is given 8Il exact copy of the report sent to 

the pa.rents o-r the Indian oh11dren furnished. by s . H. Gilliam. Principal 

or Cherokee School.. 

12 
Carson v. Ryan , Progres sive Sducation, February 1938 . Vol. 15• Pll • 
143-6 . 



Report to Parents 

Dear Friends : 

Cherokee Central School 
Cherokee~ N. O. 
April 21, 1939 

The first three quarters of the school year ,. on the whole, have been 
quite satisfactory. The attends.nee of' the children with certain ex• 
oeptions, has been good . Your cooperation and friendship have been very 
helpful . 

The majority of students has been quite Willing to help do the work that 
must be done at the school . Day pupils of junior- senior high school age 
who wish more time for study and training oan make special arrangements 
in :regard to the requirement that all older pupils in good health and 
physically able must do some work . 

During the sob.ool year the teachers have sent you several reports tell
ing what groups and individuals hav-e been doing in school . In e-ase you 
have not understood or wish additional reports giving specific inf'om.a
tion about your child , we will b~ glad to se nd you the kind of report 
you wish upon request. 

At this time we would like to add to the teachers• reports an outline of 
the ·hole school progsm so that you may be properly informed. Grades 
pre- first, l, 2 1 3, 4 1 and 5 : the usual classroan ~rk as language, 
English, reading, '"Wl'itill~h history , geography, civics and aritanetic; 
music; health; play 'and games; physical education; gardening ; fruit 
raising, outdoor science. Iiigh school, grades 7 and 8: social studies 
(local problems; o1v1es. geography, history, guidance); English; arith
m.etic; science; hea.lth; physical education; vocations listed below. 

English 4 units 

Social Science 4 units 
Indian and local history 
orld llistory 

.American History 
Economics 

Ar1tbmet1c l unit 

High School, Grades 9, 10, 11, and 12, antl 
Vocational 

Science 
General Science 
Botany 
Biology 
Physics 
Forestry {applied) 
Chanistry 

J. to 4 years 

4 units 

Special Electives 
Foreign Languages 
Physics 

(f'or students nth definite objectives) 
Music 

Chemistry 
Algebra 
Geometry 

Camp course 
Phys1oal mid Health Edueation 
First Aid 



Vacations, Girls 
Clothing 
Foods 
Weaving 
Pottery 
Basketry 
Child Developnent 
Child Care 
Poultry 
Gardening 
Food Conservation 

4 units Vocations, Boys 4 units 
General agriculture. gardening. 
dairying. fruit raising 
Farm & Home Mechanics & 
Oonstruction 
General Mechanics 
Auto Mechanics , re~air, service 
driving 
Crafts ; metal work , wood work 
HornEmaldng er boys; baking, 
cooking 
Paint 1ng , Carpentry 
Practical engineering 
Hane projects 

The oldEIE' students, under gaide.nce, elect a full program fran the above 
list of vocat 1onal and classroom couraes. 

Character development is amphnsized in all the school activities . The 
students are encouraged to attend the local churches near their homes 
or the schools to receive religious instruction and to participate 1n 
worthwhile Christian work under the direction of local religious 
leaders. 

De.y pupils should not attend eveni!lg parties, ball games , picture shows, 
and other activities at t1le seb.ool ivithout the pe.rmission of parents . 
Pa.rents , i.1. they rush, may ask the school or teachers in cha'.rge of 
activities for full ini'orm.ation concerning any :particular af!"airs ahead 
of' time, and such request will b~ given full attention. 

If you \'lisl1 further intormat ion we will be glad to give it to you. Te 
will be plea.sad to have you visit the school and discuss with you your 
children's problems and school progress. 

Sine erely yours• 

s. H. Gilliam 
Principal 

Approved by C. • Blair. Superintendent 



OKUHOMA 
JGRICULTUR,\L MffHAKICAL COLLlGI' 

L I B :' : ... R y 23 

CHAPl'.ER SIX AUG 6 1940 

SUMMARY 

This is only a small part of the taseinating history of the Cherokee 

Indians whose dwindling rsnenent is living peacefully on Q.ualla Boundary 

in the shadow of the gr.eat Smoky Mountains . 

These Cherokees were t he original owners of a 11 this land in 

southern. Appalachian Mountains until DeSota crone to their country in l54<t>. 

Fran that ti.mo on they were struggling to hold their l and .1 When the 

Cherokee boy picked up a shining pebble in e. stream and carried it home 

he began a rush that was the end for the once powerful Cherokees .2 

From t his poi.nt on Cherokee history as far as the eastern band iS 

concerned. beccmea a vivid example of the old Biblical t hEm of, "And 

there was a Remnant Left . "3 

Back i n tha Mountains there wo.s a rEl:Jlll8D.t left . A few of the mo!"e 

detemined and fighting Cherokees fled into the rugeed mountains and 

others escaped from pens where they were held by General Scott's 

soldiers . One of these was Tsali and his family . Through illiam H. 

Thoma.a, a friend of the Cherokees, word was carried to him that 11' he 

would surrender his people would be left in the old home. the land they 

loved so well . He at first hesitated, but gazing over the vast mountain 

area and visualizing a remnant of his people left there. he gave himself 

l 
J . L. Caton,. ~ Cherokee Indians, p . 24 . 

2 

3 
Ibid . -
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up and they \'fare all shot except his 12, year old son.4 

Tsali ' s sacrifice explains the presence today of the small band, 

3430 living on Q,ualla Boundary in western north Carolina . 5 

The Cherokee Indian reservation. a.a it is sometimes re:f'erred to. 

is located in five counties of western J:.!orth Caroline. ; Swain, J"ackson, 

Haywood , Graham and Cherokee. The title to Q.ualla Bounda..ry" 1s held in 

trust tor the Eastern Band of the Chat"Okee Indians by the united states 

1Government, and the supervision of this land and some or the a1"fairs of 

1the Cherokees are under the Office of Indian Affairs, vmiah is a bureau 

und:er the Department of Interior , Washington, D. c.6 

ltany people seau to believe that the Cherokees are given an allow-

ance tor their living expenses, but this is not true . The Cherokees 

find. that they are unde~ the same necessity for earning a livelihood as 

7 
the wh1 t e peo:Ple in e.ny part of the country. 

There has been much discussion on the present status of the Eastern 

Cherokees, but a unique feature or the situation on .a.lla Boundary is 

that a Chertar was granted to these people by the State of North Carolina 

in 1889 . 

On March 11. of that year , the ste.te Legislature passed a bill con-

tain1ng c~tain benefits to the tribe, 1nalud1ng a charter and ms.ehin$1'Y 

tor organizing a tribal council . The present tribal counci.l consists or 

twelve msnbers, two fran each of th& six districts . These are: Y•llow-

Ibid . -
6 

c. M. Blair , Cherokee I ndians (Ashville Citizens Times ) J"une 1939 , p . a. 



hill , Big Cove , Painttown, :'.lolfetown, Birdto~m and Snowbird . In addi-

tion, the tribe elects a chie1", a vice-chief, and. a ma.rshall . The 

council passes on land matters, inheritance,, and many other human probl 

as help for the needy nnd a.goo. Most all of these problems have to be 

revi ed and. approved by the office of Indian Affairs at Washington . 8 

The direct aid fran the federal government to the Cb.&rokeeo is no 

different f'ran that claimed by any other citizen . '1'lle 'Government fu.:r-

nishes a complete medical service with a modern hospital eta.trod with 

nurses and doctors . The state or North Carolina furnishes a field 

nurs-e . 9 

A large central school is maintained at Ch6!:'okee headquarters and 

tour day schools are on the reservation. Day schools are near the homes 

of the Indians and have the small ch1ld1-exi in the el.ementacy grades . 

The upper a.des , includin a four year high school, going through the 

twelve grades , make up the central. school . About 140 of the ehildran 

live at the central school on a boarding basis and 2-60 are brought in by 

bus each day. 

The curriculum of' the central school and day schools is a very 

practical one, atta:npting to fit the children for better living in their 

home env1,ronment. A featur• is a strong voeational program offer«!. both 

to boys and girls , together with snphasis upon the arts and cra.tts of tru, 

Cheroke-e . Woodworking, pottery making, basket making, and weaving are 

among the crafts of the Cherokee, espeeially emphasized, and spl endidly 

8 

1-2!!· 
9 
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trained native teachers are used as instructors i n these various 

crafts. 10 

The Civilian Conserva tion corps has a. branch for the Indian depart- . 

m.ent at Cherokee whereby 150 Indians are g iven employment, 50 in each of 

10-day shifts . This group works on truck trails and in other roads on 

the reservation . This employment 1s o.r great benefit to the families ot 

t hese anployees,. furnishing them sane cash ineOl'.18 and leaving them plenty 

of time to work their small i'arms and gardens, and to devote sane time 

to the craft work, which also brings 1n some cash :for living expenses . 11 

The tederal government makes a small allotment each year for th& 

care and maintenance of roads on the reservation, and individual Indians · 

are given three days' employment per month for work t hey do 1n this 

division. The roads on the reservation are graded, surfaced and main

tained by this department •12 

The government maintains a rarm agent for the reservation whose 

'vtork coITesponds very closely to tha t of the fann extension agents in 

t he counties in North Carolina. The work of' this department is co-

:rel ated with that of th,e schools in encouraging and dnel oping better 

ta.rm. and garden methods, together with the 1mprovament of livestock on 

the reservation.13 

The Cherokees are vecy industrious people , and while they have all 

,10 
Ibid. -
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the »roblEl.llS in tllair eaninunity l if-e that are found 1n the H:f'e of any 

people , yet in the main , they are l a 'l abiding and willing to contribute 

to the 11:t'e o:f tha1.r state and country. A lsrge number volunteered for 

action during the la.te P.{orld war,. and the veterans of that war have 

organized than.selves into a legion post for Indians -exclusively. It is 

hoped i n the future that they will merge .more. and more their interests 

with those of other citizens of the State of North Carolina,, and be abl• 

to take their place as useful and respected citizens of this country •14 

14 
~.\d· 
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