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PART I

INTRODUCTION

1. Assortative Mating and Its Importance

The amount of sociological literasture deeling with the family as
an institution end its verious functions is greet and is incressing.
While this is true there has been comperatively little resesrch dealing
with the introductory stsge of femily life. The merriage itself has been
relatively neglected. Anderson reports thet in 1938 & hundred odd re-
ports included the existing studies of merriege selection. ;/ Since thsat
time, however, there seems to heve been & growing interest in this field.
Reports and studies are sppeering with grester frequenecy then in the
past.

A clessificstion of merrisge into two types as given by Karl
Pearson E/ has been sdopted generally. These classificetions are pref-
erentisl meting and assortetive meting. By the term preferentisl mating
is meant the tendeney for certain types of persons, within one sex, to be
selected for meting to the exclusion of other types. This is to say thet
persons within the sex with given cherecteristics, such as good health or
besuty, will be chosen &3 mates in preference to those with other charac-
teristies, such as poor health or physiecsl deformeties. Assortative mating,
on the other hand, meens the tendency for meles possessing & given attribute
or treit to mete with femeles having the same sttribute or trait. If the

correletion between characteristics of the husbend snd wife is found to be

1/ C. A, Andsrson, "Our Present Knowledge of Assortetive Meting," Rurel
Sociology, Vol. III, 1928, p. 297. SR

2/ Rar Pearson,"Regression, Heredity, and Panmixia," Philosophical Transac-
tions, Vol., 187, pp. 253-318, 1896.




positive, the term homogamy is applied; if negative, heterogamy. It is
possible that Pearson intended these terms to refer to inherited traits.
Later writers, particularly those desling with mate selection from a
sociological point of view, have tended to extend the meanings to all
traits.

There are a number of very good reasons for the study of mate selec-
tion, The study of assortative mating is of particular importance. There
has been a great deal of subjective speculation and enough research study
to support the assumption that there is a relationship between the degree
of similarity or dissimilarity of the characteristics of the mates and
the ability of the family to continue to exist unbroken amd to earry out
ite funetions successfully. For instance, lieKain and Whetten y have
made a study, using five faetors as test of similarity between the mates,
to see if, as the number of characteristies in which the mates were sim-
ilar increased, the number of children born into the family inecreased.
These fzectors were place of birth, national origin, age difference, re-
ligion, and education, The results of this study indiecate that such a
reletionship is found., From the appliecation of a greater knowledge of
assortative mating in studies such es this, would come an enlarged under-
standing of the family. A more thorough and a more objective study of
the existing practices in mate selection might prove to bhe a logiezsl
point of entry into a better understanding of the problems which must
be dealt with in regard to divorce and the supposed failure of the family
to carry out its functions successfully by providing a more eoncrete bouiy
of knowledge and would ltm less to speculation and conjecture. Not only

3/ W. C. MeKain, Jr. and N. L, Whetten, "Size of Family in Relation to
Homogeneity of Parental Traits,” Rural Soeiology, Vol. I, 1936,
Pp. 20=-28.




would the thorough study of assortative mating afford a greater knowledge
of the family, but it has been suggested also that it would throw light
upon many other soeial processes such as the relative role of similarity
and dissimilarity in the formetion and solidarity of groups and in social
mobility.

It might be added that, among the other reasons for the need of
greater attention to the study of mate selection, the study of assor-
tative mating esmong racisl and ethnic groups would be conducive toward
a larger understanding of their cultures and a wider insight into their
problems., This in turn throws light upon the problems of conflict,
accommodat jon, and assimilation, The ranga. of difference in mate selec-
tion and the part it plays in the fulfillment of the family funciions in
an ethniec or racial group in contrast to the assimilated portion of the
population in so important and primary a group as the family should be
useful in the _undmtuﬁing of these processes.

Since the Negro constitutes our second largest rscisl group in the
United States and in Oklahoma, its marriage pattern should not be neg-
lacted.

There are at present two different points of view in regard to the
present and future position of the Negro in the United States in relation
to the white vortion of the population, One group of those interested in
interrseicl problems, composed prineipally of Negro leaders, contend that
there is among the Negro a growing race consciousnsss and pride. They
hypothecate that this condition, coupled with economie independence, is
causing the growth of an independent Negro culture and a widening of the
galrhmmm“nﬁ.g The other point of view is that as he has

G. B. Johnson, "Negro Racial Movements and Lesdership in the United
States,” Ameriean Journal of Sociology, Vol. VLIII, 1937, pp. 57-71.




done in the past, the Negro at present and in the future will continue
slowly to adapt himself to and to follow more closely the cultural pat-
tern of the white population until at last he is thoroughly aaaimilatld.y
Some who sdhere to this last point of view believe that after assimilation
the way will be eleer for an accelerated rate of mtmnuh:lehwin
eventually become complete.

If it is true thet within recent pericds a strong feeling of race
conseiousness and pride have begun to develop among Negroes, that the
white and Negro races have feuor and fewer contacts because of a growing
economic and intellectual freedom of the Negro as he migrates north and
engages in the impersonal pursuits of an industrial world and zs he is
isolated from white influence in segregated Negro areas of the city with
a resulting wider difference between the general culture patterns, the
study of the Negro marriage will become increesingly importent. If this
is true, and if the two races are to continue to live geographically side
by side at an increasing social distance, there must be an inereased effort
mede to understand the institutions and problems of the Negro in order that
racial competition shall not grow into confliet. If, on the other hand,
the Negro race is yet in a process of assimilation and emalgamation, a
better understanding of the cultural pattern as it exists would aid in
speeding the process and making it less difficult for both races.

Any group going through the slow and emotion laden proeess of sub-
stituting one pattern of non-material culture traits for another is in
need of sympathetic and enlightened zid from those who are more familiar
B/ G. B. Johnson, "Factors in Development of Negro Soclal Institutions

in the United States,” American Journal of Sociology, Vol. XL,




with the pattern he is seeking to make his own. Because of his slave
culture background and because of racizl prejudice he must always en-
counter, this is particularly true of our Negro population, E/ Iri
may be assumed that a greater similarity in culture patterns would tend
to eventually lessen confliet and the waste which results from it and
would stimulete the growth of cooperation between the racial groups,
then any means by which a more rapid concentration upon common problems
might be brought about should be =s welcome to the white as to the Negro

2, Findings of Assortative Mating Studies

From the faets which have been tested in regard to assortative
mating for verious population groups it is possible to make some fairly
accurate generalizations. It is the purpose here to make a resume of -
these results.

Age at the time of marriage has been recognized =zs one of the most
important factors in the study of assortative mating. An easy access to
a fairly relisble and massive body of data, thmndx the use of such public
documents as the records of marriage licenses issued, has enabled students
to zive attention to this faetor to such an extent that more is known con-
gerning it in its relation to mate seleection than is known of any other
one factor. Since it has been found that correlation coefficients range
upward from 4 .50 for this factor it may be said thet in regard to age at
marriage matings tend to be homogamous., This is true irrespective of class
or periods of prosperity or depression. There is some variation in the
degree to which the mates are alike in this respect from c¢lass to elass,
yet the results of tests of the extent of age similarity of metes are
6/ Doneald Young, American Minority Peoples, Oh. X, DD. 544-000.




sufficiently significant statistically to indicate that there is a high
degree of homogamy in every class, That there may be a greater ineclina-
tion towerds similarity in which the ege at marriage declines for both
mates during depression pnrlodi is suggested in a study made by Andormu.y

As is to be expected the majority of matings take place between
persons in their early twenties, The rural population mate somewhat
earlisr on the average, about 3 years, than do those of urban areas. In
general the principal difference in the rural and urban populations in
regard to ege at marriage is that the modal age for both sexes in the
rural areas tend to be lower than those for urban matings. There is a
tendency for rural marriages to bulk closer to the age of twenty with a
larger proportion of the total before this age than is true in the urbam
avess, &/

Persons in the upper socio-economic groups tend to marry later
than those in other groups. m‘magcumimdumaaamgu
down the soecial ladder until we reach the unskilled labor class where we
find some increase in mean age., This is true in both rural and urban
areas, Those classes in established positions marry on the aversge, how-
ever, somewhat sarlier than those who are in a position to promote them-
selves. The real difference in age at time of marrisge between social
clssses is not, however, particularly great. The mean age of one ¢lass
is rarely more than a year or a fraction greater or less than the next
7/ C. A. Anderson, "The Pattern of Marriage Seieetion in Prosperity and

?gf‘“iﬂ.' Southwestern Social Seience Quarterly, Vol. XX, pp. 135'

8/ 0. D, Duncan, et al, "The Factor of Age in Marriage,” fmerican
Jowrnal of Sociology, Vol. 39, pp. 469-482.




lower or higher e¢lass, 2/ To find this difference ﬁ is necessary to
divide the populations into only four or five broad classifisations.
Further division would fail to show significant differences between the
resulting clal{n.
Broadly speaking the number of marriages of persons reporting the
same age at the time of meting is 10 percent or less, DBossard found 10.5
percent giving the same sge inan urban study. _Dnnnan reported 7 percent
being of the same age in a rural study. About the same proportion of
matings were found muhﬁh the wife was older than her mate as was found
of those being of the same age (Bosserd 10.1 percent, Duncan 7.5 percent).
In these and other studies metings in which the husbanda were older ob-
viously dominated. 10/
There is a tendency for the difference in age between the mates

to decline steadily and become very similar efter thirty until the age
of forty is reached. The difference between the mean age of men at each
designated year and the mean age of women they marry inereases as men grow
older. n/ This inclindation is particularly marked when remarrying men
choose previously unmarried women. There is greater similarity in age if
both parties are remsrrying. Persons marrying for the first time, however,
§/ ¥. W. Notestein, "Differential Age at Marriage According to Soeial

Class," Journal of Soec Vol. 37, Dp. 2248, and C. A,

Anderson, ‘ttern of W fon in Prosperity snd De-

i);;:sm‘n." Southwestern Social Science Quarterly, Vol. XX, pp. 125-
WJ'.H.S. Bossard, -ﬁmmmrmms A Philadelphia Study,

Lam.'M%:ﬁgs_m;u_mﬂ.%l.m PP 536-547, and 0. D.
M..t » ‘t‘ y :

11/ Ibia,, also, C. A. Anderson, "Our Present Knowledge of Assortative
Mating," Rural Sociology, Vol. III, pp. 296-302.




are younger than those remarrying irrespective of whether their mates
are single or previously married, 32/ ‘

Study has amply demonstrsted the tendency for matings to be between
parties living in close proximity of one another at the time of marriage.
In both rural and urben areas, in spite of more rapid means of $ranspor-
tation and wider eontacts, the number of marrisges declines rapidly as the
distences between the contraeting parties increases, y

There is a rather marked tendency for metings to be between persons
of the same s2cial elass, This tendeney extends even into oecupational
classes to a noticeable but less marked degree. The chances of a man
going into a lower social elass for a mete, and so raising her stetus, is
much greater than it is for a woman to marry in a e¢lass below that to whieh
she belongs in an unmarried state., This is probably due to fewer such con~
taets and the faet that the wife tends to be placed socially on the same
level with her husband, 3/

Even stronger than the inelination to merry within one's own eco-
nomie, social, or ethnic group is the tendency for mates to be homogamous
in regard to religion. In particular is this true when we consider Chris-
tian and non-Christian marriages. In the past, since the World War and
before the present riot of prejudice in Europe, many European countries,
12/ C. A. Anderson, "The Pattern of Marriage Selection in Prosperity and

E;Gp?uion." Southwestern Socizl Science Quarterly, Vol. XX, pp. 125-

13/ J. He S. Bossard, "Residential Propinquity as a Factor in Marriage
Selection”, Americsn Journsl of Sociology, Vol. 38, pp. 219-224,

14/ C. A, Anderson, "Our Present Knowledge of Assortative Mating,"
Rural Soeiology, Vol. III, pp. 296-302.




particularly Germany and Switzerland, reported an inereasing number of
Christien and non-Christian marriages, i.e., between Jews and Christians,
This was not, to be sure, the dominant condition even then. Within the
Christian faith there is more likelyhood of protestant-protestant and
Catholie-Catholic marrisges than between mixed matings. In faet the in-
elination is for the matings to be more like than unlike even in regard
& prstiesent denominattonn & |

With reference to education as a factor in assortative mating studies
have reveesled a statistically significant positive correlation to exist
between the mates in the populations studied., Correlation coefficients
for this factor between husbands end wives have usuzlly given results of
4+ +50 and more. (For instance Duncan has found a coefficient of & 572
¢ <029 to exist for the last grade in school completed by the husband
and wife in the matings of a rural farm population in Oklahoma, 18/)

mwammmmumiuomm. lost out-
group marriages are made between men of the "superior" race with a woman
of the "inferior" race. This takes place more often under conditions
where there is a scarcity of women of thodnnmtingm.y

ILow yet significant degrees of likeness have been found between
mates in regard to such factors as intelligence, personality, and tem-
perament. Meny early studies dealing with such faetors were handieapped

by lack of objective psychometric instruments for measurement. The concepts

also, U. Z. Bngelman, "Intermarriage Among Jews in owitzerlend,
1920," Ameriean Journal of Sooiom, Vols 34, ppe 516-523.

16/ Unpudblished study.

17/ C. A. Anderson, "Our Present Knowledge of Assortative Mating," Rural
Sociology, Vol. III, pp. 296-302,



have not always meant the same thing from study to study even in recent
pertots, 38/

Due either to better facilities for study or of greater interest
to anthropologists and biologists than to sociologists, judging from the
amount of study devoted to them, have been fzctors having to do with phys-
ieel messurements and physical defeets in assortative matings, Early
studiea by Galton, Pearson, Boas, and others indieating that matings tended
to be like in respect to these factors have been further tested and veri-
fied by later students. In most eases of physiecal measurement low but
significant coefficients of correlation and coefficients of mean square
contingency have been found. Harris in an early srticle (1912) cites
Pearson's findings of the following eoefficients of correlation for var-
ious physiesl eharacteristics: stature, + .2804 g .0189, span ¢ .1989
¢ «0204, =nd forearm ¢ .1977 g 0205, Pearson also found a coefficient of
mean sguare contingency of 4 .26 g .03 for eye color. Galton reported a
coefficient of correlation of & .34 for hair color. A mean coefficient of
correlation of ¢+ .2233 for the length of life of mstes has been found for
several populations. 19/

A deeided inelination for deaf to mate with deaf and the blind to
seek blind mates has been shown. This is true not only for persons so
afflicted who have been trained in special schools where greater numbers
of both sexes would be thrown together but also is true for those never
attending such institutions. Significant indications have been found for
the matings to be measurably more like then unlike in good health as well
as infirmaties. 29/

18/ J. A, Harris, "Assortative Mating in lan,” Popular Selence Monmthly,
Vol. LXXX, pp. 476-492, s s

19/ mia.
20/ Db,




It may be concluded from the results of reported studies dealing
with these warious faectors in ngu'@ to assortative mating generally
speaking, that matings tend to be homogamous rather than heterogamous,
This, in the main, breaks down the age old popular belief that mate
selection is largely an attraetion betwsen opposites.

S« The Problem of the Present Study

The primary problem to be dealt with in the present study is to
find if, in a given rural Negro sample population, the temdency is for
the matings to be relatively homogamous, and so, measurably more like
than unlike with respect to the eriteria selected. In doing this it will
be necessary, and of value in a further understanding of Negro marriage
selection, to point out in connection with some of the factors studied a
few of the characteristics of mate selection found in the matings studied.,

In so far as the size of the sample and the nature of the data ob-
tained in the field would allow, an attempt wes made to make the results
as comparable with the mnltls of studies of matings in white populations
as possible and yet remain close to the primary problem of testing the
matings of Negroes for similarity of the mates. It was felt that a better
understanding of the mate selection pattern of the Negro sample would be
had if a contrast with the findings of studied white mate selection chare
acteristics could be made with those of this study. It is to be expected
that some of the factors such as color and r=ce mixture cannot be compared
sim.thc}applynlytothoﬂomram.

As has been pointed out, the sociological literature dealing with
assortative mating, while growing in volume, is yet relatively meager in
comparison with its possible importance in the understending of the family

population
end its problems. Since the study of assortative mating in the Negro/has



been particularly neglected it is hoped that the present study will, in
some way, add to the negligible amount of knowledge concerning this
recial group in its pattern of mate selection. '

The task, then, of this particular study will be to test by appro-
priate statistical means the extent of likeness and unlikeness which
exists between the mating of & given rural Negro vopulation in regard to

thirteen selected fsotors.

4, Location of the Fopulation Studied

The Negro population from which the sample was taken is located in
three townships in Okfuskee county, Oklshoma. These three townships;
Paden, Lineoln, and Weleetka townships; contain approximately 65 percent
ofthototalnml!lmatmliulntham\mtyumwhgim
in the Fifteenth Census of the United States.

As eclosely as could be determined, there were 746 rural farm and
rural nonfarm Negro rauiliuinthsaminmm.y The sample used
in this study eontains 124 families or 16.62 percent of all Negro families
in Okfuskee county at the time of the 1930 Census. Since the Fifteenth
Census was taken, however, in the opinion of those who use Negro labor,
in the opinions of the Negroes themselves, and as indicated by abandoned
houses and house sites in Negro communities, there has been a substantial
decline in the Negro popuhtiou.-w This indieates that the size of the
sample in comparison to the aetual number >f rursl farm and rural nonfarm
families still remaining in the townships in 1930 may be larger than the
nearly 17 percent of the total as of 1930,

21/ Fifteenth Census of the United States.

22/ The 1940 Census data are not yet available for verification of this
opinion or for comparison with the size of the sample used.



It is believed that the sample is a representative cross section of
the Negro population contained in the townships., The data were gathered
on the basis of rather exiensive personal kmowledge and direct observe-
tion of the general conditions under which the Negro population studied

had lived for many yesrs. This intimate Inmowledge of the situation proved
to be a decided advantage in gaining the confidences of the subjects of

the study at numerous points,

S. Factors and Techniques Used

The data which comprise the basis of this study were gathered during
the month of August 1939, by means of a uniform schedule and personal ine
terviews with the male heads of the families or their wives or, preferably,
both. An attempt wes made to induce both mates to give the information
concerning themselves and,when it was possible,to interview each of them
either separately or together. A e¢opy of the schedule which was used in
these interviews will be found in the Appendix,

Thirteen factors were used as bases of comparisons between the mates
in this study. The factors selectsd were: aze at the time of marrisge,
place of residence at the time of marriage, place reared, place of birth,
distance mates lived apert &€t time of marriage, number of siblings, e¢ivil
status, edueation, church membership, height, weight, mixture of raecial
stock, and skin color, While this obviously does not by any means ex-
haust the list of possible factors it was felt that each is important in
an understanding of assortative mating and that they are such that they
could be gathered with a fair degree of objectivity with the means at hand,

For instance, the assumption is mnde concerning these factors that if

both mates were reared on the farm they sre messurably more like than are
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mates of diverse origin, i.e., persons of a mating in which the indi-
viduals are of farm-nonfarm origin, snd that if the proportion of those
matings having the same characteristies is reletively high it may be

sald that such mastings tend to be more like than unlike. The significance
of the difference between the percentage distribution of like and unlike
matings is tested more concretely by the use of a statistical technique
known as the "eritical ratio.”™ This is the ratio between a difference

and its standard error and shows whether or nct an obtained difference

may be explained in terms of chance factors. g Usually eritical ratios
of 2 are accepted as significant since such a ratio would rarely occur

due to chance factors alone and critical retios of 3 or greater are con-
sidered highly significent since they would occur very rarely due to chance
factors alone, y Thus in the present problem if the difference between
the percentage distributions of like and unlike matings is to be considered
significant it must be at least 2 times larger than its standard error and
would have to be 3 times larger to be considered highly significant,

The extent of similarity or dissimilarity of the mates was further
tested by the use of coeffiecients of correlations and coefficients of
mean-square contingency (coefficient of contingency). Those character-
istics which readily lend themselves to such treatment were compzred for
the mates Ly usg of coefficients of correlation. Such factors were age,
last grade in school completed, weight, height, and otharsﬁiioh measure-~
ments could be made. The’data totals"formula was used in meking these

Re A. Fisher, S 1 Methods for R Workers, pp. 112-129.
The formula used for rmining the ! error of the percentages
was The standard error of proportions was obtained from a table

of standard errors and probable errors of percentages developed by
He Ae Edgerton and D. G. Paterson. See "Table of Standard Errors and
Probable Errors of Percentages for Varying Number of Cases,"” The
Journal of Applied Peychology, Vol. X, No. 3, 1926, pp. I78-391l.

24/ The cheances are 454 and 27 in 10,000, respectively.
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calculations. 2s/ Its chief velue lies in thet it is not necessary to
reduce the data to devistions from the mesn to celculete the correlstion.

The dete totels formule for the coefficient of correlstion is:

r = - NEXY ‘_E;!:ﬁ!i -
Ve - :20%) (wer - (en?)

The significance of these coefficients of correletion is tested

in terms of their stenderd devietions (stsnderd error of the coefficient
of correletion). The formule for the standerd error of the coefficient
of correlstion is: rr:v 1l - ]r!a . A value of r greater then 3

“times its standerd error will a:;ao rerely due to chence factors alone.
If, therefore, the computed r is more than 3 times its stendsrd deviation,
it is considered significant.

It is not always possible to use quentitative measurements for
various characteristics. Some of the quelitaetive cheracteristics used in
this study were of such & neture thet they were not esmensble to quantita-
tive measurements. For instence, such quelitative claessifications as
light, dsrk, end medium &s are used in connection with complexion, end
ferm and nonferm used in connection with plece of birth ere examples.
However, the essociation between such characteristics mesy be determined
by cross clessifying end the computetion of & coefficient of essocietion;
in this case, the coefficient of mean-squsre contingency.

The coefficient of contingeney has two disadventages neither of whieh,
however, prevents its being useful in this study. The first of these is

thet, in genersl, no sign may be sttached to the root. In some cases, es

25/ For a discussion of this formule, see M. M. Bleir, Elementery Stetis-
tiecal Theory snd Methods, Chapter V, p. 4l.



was true in the case of the characteristics studied in the present in-
vestigation, a conventional sign indicating a positive or negative asso-
glation may be used if the eross clauiﬂcat.ion distribution indicates

the nature of the assoeiation. The second disadvantage is that the
largest possible velus of C never reaches 1 or unity. The largest
possible value of C varies with the number of characteristics whiech are
eross classified. Strietly speaking, the coefficients for different sys-
tems of classification are not comparable., This lack of comparability need
not be of concern in this study since no attempt is made to compare the re-
sults other then in places wheve the systems of elassifications are of the
game system.

Classifications used ir this study were 2 x 2, 5x 3, and 5 x 5,

When a table of 2 x 2 elassification is used the value of C e¢annot ex-
ceed ,707, when 3 x 3 the maximum value is ,816, and when § x 5§ it cannot
exceed ,894, 2/

In ealeulating the coefficient of contingency for the charscteristics
used in this study Yule's simplification of Pearson's formula for the co-
efficient of mean-square contingeney was used. Yule's formila for the
eoefficient of contingeney is as follows:

\ s

S* Nz e
llr l’.
It is believed that the use of these statistical procedures are suffi-
e¢ient to demonstrate amply the degrees of likeness or unlikeness which exist
in the matings contained in the sample.

28/ G. U. Yule and M. G. Kendall, An Introduction to the Theory of Statis-
ties, Chapter V, p. 69.
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: great deel of sttention has heen given to & 3y a fachor in the

2 gl

study of essortative mating. A listing of the family funetlons and prob-
lemg in whiech sinilaprity or disoimilarity of the age of the mtes ey aeh
as & conditioning factor mekes it zpperent that it has merited 21l of the
attention whish has been given to it zznd iz worthy of further, more inQ
tensive study.

Rgpouga of shelr relaiianship to pge of probable parsnthood the
Tasgts concerning the similsrity snd dlgssimilarity of the age of the mobes
are Ilmportent in the study of birth control, msrrisges eounseling, snd
various welfare problems. Disnarity in sge is regarded by meny students
a5 o eousetive factor in the crezxtion of family tension cnd malad just-
rments, EZ/ There hes been much spsculatlion ssd Intsrest in finding whol

syriage suceess. Ages ot the time of

()

age coubinations are the best for

marriose is considered of vitsl importance by gynecologists, It is ob-

gl

3
r]

vious that before thesc problems can be given copreful seilentific econsid-

2

orution = hasic kaowledge must be hod sbout nge ot soryisce in seneral.
The primary vursose here will be 4o point oub sone of ho note
selection eharaqteristieﬁ of & miven rurel Hegro populstion snd do dis-
eover thae exient to which the walingcs are measurcbly more lilke than unlike
in regaird 0 agg.
In the rursl ﬁegro vepulation used in this study the corvelation be-

tween the ages of the bhushand snd wife at the time of the first merriage

§Z/ Hornell Isrt and Uilhert Shields, YHaopiness in Relaotion t :
Marrisge," Journal of Socisl Hypiene, Vol. XII, 1928, 2p. 403.
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was found to be high. The correlation coefficient between these variables
is ¢ J77 ¢ 0430,

The correlation betwsen the sge of husband and wife at the time
of marriesge in those matings in which the husband or both mates had had
previous merriages was, in this Negro population, relatively low. The
correlation coefficient for the =zges of these matings is ¢ .35 & 1428,

This low correlation is probably due, as will be further illustrated,
to the fact that there seems to be @ tendency on the part of older Negro
men with previous merriasges to choose as later metes women much younger
than themselves, This tendeney is in keeping with the findings in studies
mede by Bossard of a white population in Philadelphia and other studies of
white po_yalatiom as has been cited,

Table I. Distribution of lMates by
Age at Time of First Marriage

Age at

marriage Total 3 _ Cumulative

Both under Numbexr Percent H Number Percent
20 18 2L 18 21
21 11 13 29 34
22 11 13 40 47
23 é 7 46 54
24 3 4 49 58
25 10 12 59 69
26 2 2 61 72
27 or over 24 28 85 100

There is a tendency for both mates to be relatively young at the
time of first marriages. Here again we find a similarily of tendeuncy be-
tween this Negro population and the tendency discoversd in white population
studies. As is shown in Table I, 21 percent of these first marrlages were

those in which the mates were both 20 years of age or younger. In 54 percent
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of the first marriages both mates were 25 years of age or younger. Seventy-
two percent of the metings in the sample were those in which both mates were
26 years of age or younger in contrast with the remaining 28 percent of the
cases in which both mates were 26 years of age or over.

To investigate further +the similarity of age between the mates at
tiha of first marriage the distribution of the sample population in regard
to the difference in age at the time of mating will be examined.

As is revealed by an examination of Table II the modsl difference in
age at the time of first marriasge both for those matings in which the hus-
band wes older and in those in which the wife was older is one year. It
is shown that in 6 percent of the matings there was lesc than one year's
difference between the age of the husband and wife. In £6 percent of the
cases there was a difference of less than £ years between the ages of mates,
In over one-half, 57 percent, of the cases the difference in age was less
than § years while in 78 percent of the cases there was less than 7 years.

Table II. Distribution of Difference in Age
at Time of First Marriage

H
=
® |
o
[+ ]
H

gt |
’J
* = i

'

older T Percent
0 5 6 - -
1 15 16 4 4
2 7 8 4 4
3 9 10 - -
4 7 8 1 1l
5 6 7 - -
6 6 7 6 7
8 6 7 - =
9 1 1l - -
10 or over 8 9 - -
Total 70 84 15 16
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It should be of interest to notice thet in this sample population,
ag was found in previous studies of white populations, there is an over-
whelming inclination for the matings to be those in whiech the husband is
older than thewifo.-ad It may be seen in Table II that in B4 percent
of the matings this is the ecase.

For marrieges in which the husband or both mates hed been previously
married no such similarity of the ages of the mates at the time of marri-
age was found., The model difference in age was 6 years, and the average
difference in age wes 13 years. The range of difference in age for these
narriages wes from 1 to 47 yesrs, The dissimilarity in ege as shown in
these matings may be due in part to & lack of 2 representative distribue
tion of sges in the sample, but it is at the same time in keeping with the
tendency, as has been found in studies of white populations, for there to
be a greater and greater difference in age between the husband and wife as
the men gets older. There is the possibility, also, that in this Negro
populetion the tendency is towards greater exaggeration in the difference
than is found in the white population. This point should be subjected to
further investigation before a definite conclusion is drawn with respect
to the question it raises.

In regard to similarity of age at first marriage the matings may be
said to be measurably more like than unlike since, as has been shown, the
high coefficient of correlation of ¢ .77 § 0439 exists between the ages
of the mates at the time of first marriage, and since in 55 percent of the
cases there was less than 5 years' difference in ege. Even though no such
degree of similarity in regard to the age factor is found between those
matings in which the husband or both mates had had previous marriages it

28/ 0. D. Duncen, et al., "Ihe Factor of Age in Marriage,” American
Journal of Sociology, Vol. 39, p. 469-482,



must not be sssumed thet these metings tend to be heterogamous. The
relatively low yet positive coefficient of correlstion (s .35 ¢+ .1428)
which exists between the asges of the persons in these merrisges revesl
them to be homogemous a&nd more like then would be the case if the metings

weres purely at rendom.

2. Likeness of Environment Before Msrriage
The similerity ;t the type of locelity in which the members of the
metinges have spent their lives before msrriasge should be en importsnt
consideretion in the prediction of the success of the fsmily 1life to come,
A good deel of sttention hes been given by students of the femily to the
divergency of the femily patterns to be found in the rurel end urban pop=-
ulationn.'ggl These differences in the concept of the femily es an insti-
tution and es to the degree of its responsibility in cerrying out meny
functions mey be the beses of much family tension end meled justment if
the metes heve been led to dissimiler understendings of their responsibil-
ities 2nd functions becsuse of & differsnce in background of experiences
end culturel conditioning before msrriasge. On the other hand e similsr
culturel beckground with the grester probsbility of like sttitudes end
velues in regerd to the plece snd duties of the individusl within the
femily group will tend to give grester freedom to meke the other personsl
ed justments necessary in merried life, Such & similerity in the comcept
of femily life would seem to meke the prediction of 2 successful merrisge
life more probable,

It mey be true that in the populstion beingz studied the family pat-
tern would noi vary griutly since the sample populetion both ferm srd non-

ferm is rursl. It mey be assumed, however, thet there is # degree of

29/ Sorokin, Zimmermem, and Gelpin, Systemetic Source Dook in Rural
Sociology, Cheapter X, pp. 3-41,
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difference in the family pattern as conditioned by the closer associations
with persons outside the family and the greater number of institutions as
found in the nonfarm rural community than in the more isolated condition
of the farm family,

In order to ascertain the degree of likeness in the type of locality
in which the mates within the sample population had spent their lives be-
fore marriage tbe following factors are given attention: (A) place of resi-
dence at the time of marriage, (B) place reared, and (C) place of birth.
An attempt will be made to show that in regard to these factors the mates
tend to be meesurably more like than unlike.

Closely related to these factors and following them in considera-
tion under the came title is the factor of residentiszl propinquity at the
time of marrisge.

A. Place of Residence as a Factor in Assortative Mating

There is, in the sample of the population studied, a strong tendengy
for mates to be of the same rural type place of residence. (See Table III.)
Thet is to say that those residing on a2 farm at the time of marriage tend
to mate with enother living on a farm, and those living in nonfarm com-
mmities mated with another living in & nonfarm community. The farm-farm
matings sccounted for 41 percent and the nonfurm-nonfarm matings comprised
46 percent of the total matings. Together these like matings made up 87
percent of the sample population. The remaining 13 percent of the matings
ubrcmttd in the sample are farmenonfarm matings. The difference between
these percentages of like and unlike matings in regard to this factor is
highly significant as is revealed by the eritical ratio of 24.73.

A further indiecation of the tendency in the sample for like to marry
like is found in the high coefficient of contingency of + .596 which exists



between the rural type place of residence at the time of marrisge for the
mates.

Of the matings in which both mates lived in rural nonfarm communi-
ties it was found in the sample population that 57 percent were living
in the same rural nonfarm community at the time of marrisge while the
remaining 43 percent were living in different nonfarm communities. The
percentage of those living in different rural nonfarm communities looses
some of its significance when it 1s considered that in many ceses the
mates had previously lived in the same rural nonfarm community at soms

time before marriage.

TARLE III

Mates of Same and Different Rural Type Place of
Residence at the Time of Marriage

m
~ Husband Wi ;

Wife Number Percent

All residences 124 100.00

Total same 108 87.10
FParm Farm 51 41,15
Nonfarm Nonfarm 57 45,97

Totel different 18 12,90
Farm Honfarm 51 4.84
Nonfarm Farm 10 8.06

Because, then, of the high eritical retio (24.73) which exists be-

tween the two percentages of the sample as they are distributed in like
and unlike matings in conneetion with this factor, and because of the high
coefficient of contingency which is found it is very obvious that within
the sample the tendency is for metings to be measurably more like than une-
like in regard to rural type of residence at the time of marriage.
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B. Plece Reared s a Factor in Assortetive Mating

The tendency for mates to be of the same rural type place reared,
while not so strong as the tendency to be of the same rural type place of
residence at the time of marriage, was found to be quite dominent. As is
shown in Teble IV the matings of persouns roarod. in the same rural type
places, i.e., farm-farm and nonfarm-nonfarm combinations of places reared,
was 77 percent of the mplt. Sixty percent of the total matings were
farm-farm combinations snd 16 percent were nonfarme-nonfarm matings. In
only 23 percent of the cases were the matings those of mates reared in
different rursl type places, or of farm-nonfarm combinations, This dis-
tribution results in & high difference of percentage (53) between the
proportion of like and unlike matings according to this faetor., That this
difference is quite signifiecant is shown by a eritical ratio of 14.02.

TABLE IV
Mates of Same and Different Rural Type Places Reared

Place recred and Percen
band “Wife Number Percent
Total, place reared 124 100.00
Total same 95 764,67
Farn Parm 75 60-‘8
Nonfarm Nonfarm 20 16,13
Totel different 29 23,59
Farm Nonfarm 14 - 11.29
Nonfarm Parm 15 12.10
e ———

A further comparison of the place reared of the mates revealed a
coefficient of contingency of ¢ .385. 30/ Sinee a high eriticel ratio

30/ 1% is to be remembered that where a £ X 2 classification is used O
cannot exceed .707.
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(14.02) was found to be present for the difference in the percentage dis-
tribution of like and unlike matings according to this factor along with
a coefficient of contingenecy of # .385 between the places resred of the
mates here sgain was found & rather decided tendency for the mates to be
messurebly similar and s0 the matings tending to be measursbly more like
than unlike in this regard.

C. Place of Birth as a Factor in Assortative Mating.

Similerity between the place of birth of the two mates would not
logically be expected to be as great =& is the case with place reared or
particularly with place of residence at the time of marriage since the
mobility of the parents of the childrven and their own mobility would heve
an influence here. It must be remembered, also, that no single fector is
free of the conditian} I;.'%m in mate seleetion of other factors. Yet the
puomtageoftbountuinthampleuhnﬁmhominthemnml
type place remains high though less than for the two fzetors considered
previously.’

Those of the sample who were born in the same rurel type places,
combinations of farmefarm matings and nonfarm-nonfarm matings constitute
72 percent of the sample. (See Table V.) Of these like matings 53 per-
cent were of ferm-farm matings and 12 percent were of nonfarm-nonfarm
matings. The remaining 28 percent were of farm-nonfarm place of birth
matings. The eritical ratio measuring the significence of the difference
between these two percentage distributions is 10.77.

Even though the measurement of coefficient of contingency for the
place of birth of the two mates is smaller than the resulis shown for the
feectors of place of residence at the time of marriege and place reared it
is etill large enough to be of considerable importance in indieating a



TABLE ¥

Yates of Same and Different Rural Type Place of Birth

Piace of birth Number and Lercentsge
Husband Yife , Number Percant
Total, plaee of birth 123 100,00

Totzl same 88 71,5
Farn Farn 73 59,54
Honfarn Honfarm 15 12,20

Total different 33 £3.46
Farn Honfarn 17 15.82
Honfarm Form 18 14.65‘
e : BasS = e oo e e—T

tondency for matings t0 be betwesn like individusls in connsebdion with
this feotor. The cosffiecient of contingeney found in this czoe wes
+ 240,

With this factor also we find the tendeney for the mat@slto be,
for the most part, measurably similer, since the criticel rctlo of the

difference between the percentsge distribution of the like and unlike
| :

mabings i3 1077 and the éeasure of the coefficient of enntiapsney for
this fac%or is + ,240, though in = somewhat less desgree than iu the place
of vesidence at the time of marrisge or place reared as factors.
! D Residentisl Provninquity

I% has been pointed out that it is logie=l %o assums thet there 1s
sane difference batween the merrisgze pettern found in the Pural nonfarn
eoprunity and thet which exiets in the open country, beasuss of the prés-
snce of sgﬁditianing faetors found in the nonfarm places which are rela-
tively absent from or lesss ofben sxperienced in the more isolated condie
ﬁ%@ﬂﬂ of the opsn @ountry. Ztudy has shown that o wide difference exists

in the eulture pettern of the urban ares and the mrel grea snd thaet these
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patterns tend to differ in soume degree {rom one urbsn or rurel sres to
anothar. §i/

For thess ressons, then, 1t mey be concluded thet if the motes ere
from widely distent rural fsrm or ponferm places there nsy be some degree
ference 1v thelr sttitudes srd velues, This will ssrve to splsree
the scope and weke more 3iTTlcult the adjustments whieh must necessarily
be made in the femily life if it is to be stedble and successTul in esrrying
out, its fTunctions. It is not unressopsble, then to conclude thet resi-
dentiel propinguity is =n isportant pert of the study of wste selection.

It should alse be imteresting to potice iU freguent contacis, which
would be more lisble t0 tske pleoe betweer persons dwelling closs to one
snother, tend to ripen into intersest, cperuting with other fecturs, end
i=a8d %o merrisge. The pregent stuly cznnot consider this problsu, how-
syer, begauge of leek of reguired dete.

When the plece of residence &t the time of merrisge wes considered
&3 & Peector in agsortstive meting it wes pointed cub thet & smell mejority
of the met ingz in the ssmple, which were of nonferm-ponferm type, lived
in ths seme vonfrra rurel community st the time of msyricge. It was nob
practicel to sttempt to gt the distence lived apsrt 2zt the time of merri-

age for these metings beceuse of the virtusl lack of, or disappsarsnée of,

2

gsystemetic block lsyouts in the strietly Fezro commurities, and becouse

£

zgroes themselves were in the hablt of thinking irn miles or perts of

the
mlles rathsr ther Ip blocks. 1Ip no nonfers community ineluded in the study,
however, would it hove veen 7ossible for ths counlz 30 have lived more than
e frsction more then ope mile apsrt. t seems, then, that 1% would be sefe
to sey thet sll of these metes lived lsss then the relstively short rurasl

distesnce of twe miles epart.

81/ Sorokin, Zimmermer, snd Galpir, Up. cit., pp. 3~4l.

t————



sreant of the ratinze in the somple lived loss dhen ope

| g W g g .
ine of mmyolics

w2, cad in 60 pereent »f $he ecoen the dlow

£

tence oo leasg than 4 xdles. In 78 peroont of the cases the distznes ws

less than 7 miles. A footor which probahly eniters in here snd whieh must

by conoldered is thet Hepyo mottlements In Oklobsmn are raiher grotted in

Fistribution, Thig wuld sntor In oo o slpsunstsnee vhilceh

rmebos 40 he of residence oithor within relatively short distaness or of

The tendencey for zeiingg in this somple pop-

in thich the motes plzes of regidente
were of relatively short rursl distances spart is in keeplng with the

findinzs of white atulles which hove been renorted.

Since the 4distence distribution of farm=farm =nd farmemonfarn
antinms shaw thet the distanee 1ived apert for the mejomity of the mztes

iz not greet, 1t is reagsonabls o believe thut they huve been for this

reasnn Influenced by neny Tollways, wores, snd uszoelstions found within

the same noighborhood and comaunity and are thus mx

e similsr than would

! 9
Be the eage vors the distonee grogtsr with aven sl

4iffzront neigh-

borhood sad community srganizntions,

3. HMaoellenesus Fatbors Considered in the Study
Tho next group of fettors heving o {o with ausortstive astiss to
which we give atiention zme {4) nusber of siblings (B) oivil status ot
the $ime of narricge {C) education, =nd (D) chureh membership.
In econnection with esch of thess fzelors an eflort will be msde to
deronstrate z:s tendancy for the mabings Yo he moosurably more like than

unlii ‘w

i L. Tunmber of Siblirpgs on 2 Faebor in Assordotive

ting

e

The nurber of other brolhors and sisters 1 & fanily is ressonebly



29

suppossd 5 be an importont foetor in shaping the personslity of an indi-
1% mey have maeh bo do with the psroon's shility to zxake neces~

'«'iféiul "
séry’aacia sd jugtrents. This shouwld be of imporiant acnaiﬁﬁrati&n in
Stabilizing the family life. It is probably true, also, that it would
tend to shape wn attltude towards famlly life and its functions such &s

the desirsbility of children and the ontimn number of then,

Correlations between both the number of siblings alive gt the tine
of fhe firét marriage and for the total number of siblinge born into the
Tamdlies of the parents of the husband epd wife resulted in boih cases in
only smell soefficients, The coefficient for the ea:relatian.or the number
of aiblinge alive at the tluwe of the Tirst sorrisge for husbond snd wife is
+ «21 £ 0885, The correlation of the total nwmber of siblings born into
the fanilies of the parents of the metes resulted in a correlation coeffi~
cient of + .24 + »0455, Uhils the correlstion coefficisnts zre both posi-
tive‘they gra both smell. This indiocates that as a faetor in assortative
méﬁing'iﬁ thic sample the factor of numbar of siblings in the fanilies of
bodh the hushond and wife is of a1l inportanes in the present patiern of
mate selsetlon, yst indiesting to this degree avtenéeﬂcy for %the ﬁatiﬁgs ta
be homogumous rother than heterogemous wnd so, on a whole, %o be nmeazsurably
wore like then unlike ir respect to this factor,
| B. Civil Status =8 z Feehor in Assortative Hating
It would be interesting to know and of soms ald in an offort {o under-

stané-thﬁ pregent pattern of mate selection to sscertsin to what extent the
nerrlages were ﬁetwaen individuals of the same or different c¢ivil status at
the tine of morrizge. The relatively large number af bvoth husbends and wives
who have had vrevious marrisges in the sanple may indieate that among the

Negro this factor may be of very real importance.
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It may be observed in Table IV that there is in the sample a domi-
nate tendeney for like to marry like in regard to e¢ivil status. In 77
percent of the totsl number of cases in the sample the mates were of the
same c¢ivil status at the time of marrisge. This includes both those
matings in which both metes were single at the time of marrisge and those
in which both mates had been previously married at the time of the present
marriage. Only 29 percent of the matings were of mixed civil status at
the time of the present masrrisge. It will be noticed that the number of
cases in which previously merried husbands married single women is slightly
larger than in the eases in which previously married husbands merry previ-
ously married women, But when it is considered that 31 percent of the

TABLE VI
Matings by Civil Status at Time of Present Marrisge

T o — Number and ’ﬁ_%p” 4
Hushand Wife Number reant
Total ' 124 100,00
Total same status : 95 76,61
Single Single 76 81.29
Previously married Previously married 19 15,32
Total different status 20 23.39 :
Single Previously married 9 7.26
Previously married Single 20 16.13

B e e e e e e e e e e e e e ettt eae

husbapds in the sample had been previously married and only 23 percent of
the wives had been, a strong tendency for like to marry like msy still ze-
main, A eritiecal ratio of 14,01 indicates that the difference between this
percentage distribution of like and unlike matings by eivil status is highly
significant. A correlation of the civil status of the mates at the time of

marriage resulted in a significant coefficient of contingency of ¢ .390.



¥eepine in mind the high eritical rvatio of the diffsrsnes in the

g;rgantag@-ﬁistribuzion of like and unlike wmotings and the high coeffi-
!

cieaz of contingency which exigts between the eivil status at the iz
of marrisge for the motes 1t is obvious thst here armain we £ind o footor
whick poinds to a domipant tendency for like io mmrry like in the sample.

¢. Paucetion as = Factor in Assortstive Mating

The objectives of Tformal oducetion have besn variously defined.
It is gensrelly egreed, however, that its principal function iz to pass
on %o a growing generstion the aceumilated knowledge, folkways znd mores
of the dominant gruup a8 the best way of life. This iﬂvaivesvthe in-
stilling of asttitudes and velues towards verlous instifutions and &
knowledge of their:funetions ag well as the drill im given means of re-
gponge to given stimulus situations. It would sesnm, then, that if the
mates had been suhjaat to the canditiﬁainglfarce of form:zl educctlen a
sinmilar length of time they would tend to be more like then if the period
af conditioning for ons hed been longer thah that for the other. That is
td'say thet a looger period of exrosure to = farmal>§fésénta£io§>af HO-
cizlly zceepied means of aﬁjﬁstﬁants would tend o give o somswhat dif-
ferent set of attitudes and values to an individual than would be the case
whors o shorter period of the experience had heen undergone. For such
roosaons it may be aosumed thot s similerity or issimilarity of the mates
in regard o the number of grades completed in sehool st the time of nmarri-
age would be of importance in the study of the pettern of aate selection
in any 2rouDs §§/

| Ag would be expescted from & knowledme of the Nezro rural school

situation in Oklzhoms snd nver the South both at the prasent anﬁ in the

past the modzl number of gredes of school completed wes not parbicularly

32/ Clifford xirkpatrick, "Factors in iaribal Adjustment,” Americen
Journal of Soelology, Vol. ALIIT, 1837, op. 270-383, '
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high for either husband or wife. ?3-5-/ The modal grade eomnpleted Lor the
hﬁasbamis was & and 10 for the wives. It should be kept in mind when con-
s;iﬁ@ring these sredes completed that in many cases instend of o "grode®
consisting of the work done in & school yesr of 8 or 9 montis it may have
been for & "term” of & weeks or 8, 4, or 6 moptha. Since tiieéa terns
varied in length within the same comnunity from yesr bo yenr sud in some
Pew coses nearly approached the regular 8 or 9 ronth szhool yesr it wes
impossible to glve them theilr resl weizht. Sinee, in mpst coses, the
husband and wife had gzone o sehool undér much the same systen of school-
ing the dota are still useful for the purpose of correlation,

| Beesuse of a feirly high correlation between the edueation of the
husband =nd bzzzife in the sample it mey be sald that this faetor elso shows
a tendency for like to marry iike. Tho correlaition betwesn the grade in
school completed for the husband with thet of the grede in school come
pleted for the wife wes found to be + .57 # L0636, This result conparss
ver;gr fzvorably with the results found in studies of white rursl popula~
tions in Oklehoma cited in Part IT of the Introduction,

D. Chureh VYembership at the Time of ¥arriage as a Factor
in Assortative Hating

The church among the rural Hegro popuwlaiion still maintalns 11;)
p};.aae of importance as s foeal point of community end neighborbood organ-
izntion, and for this rsason chureh merbership or the leek af ii-;. ghould
e an important measurement of likensss or unlikencss hetween the motes
in this rursl ¥Negro population.

It wzs found ‘ira_ the samples that there wes g strong tendency for

chureh members o marry church nembers and for non-nembers of the church

%5/ L. D. Reuter, The American Race Problen, ghapter XITI.



to marry non-members. This mey be due to a greater number of a?'?n% & "3@%
growing out of church work and attendance, a similarity in attitudes anh’ .
interest, and a possible fairly high degree of social value attached to
membership in'a church or of a partieular chureh.

In Table VII it is shown that in 69 percent of the total ezses the
mates were of church member-church member and non-member-non-member CoOm-
binations., Breaking this down it is found that 39 percent of the total
cases were members of the sams church at the time of marriage, 20 percent
were church members but members of different churches, and 11 percent were
non-member-non-member matings, Thirty-one percent of the matings were
cases in which either the husband or the wife was a church member while
the other mate was a none-member at the time of marriasge, That the dif-
ference between the percentage distribution of like 2nd unlike marrisges
according to church membership is significant is shown by a eritieal ratio

of 9.22.
TARLE VII
Distribution of Matings by Church Membership Status
___ Number and Percentage
Membership Status Number Percent
Total 124 100,00
Total same: members and non-members 86 69.36
Both members same church 47 37.91
Both members different echurch 25 20.16
Both non-members 14 11.29
Total different: members and norn-members 38 30.64
Husband member Wife non-member 1 «80
Husband non-member Wife member 37 29,84
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The wasalts of the eomparison of helghts st the time of warrisce
show that within the group there was, in this pespset, no tendency for
like to mete with like. 4 correlotion coefficient of only + 012 ¢ 089

was found to exist betusen the helghis of the mates. The results, howsver,

are highly wrelisble since no exack mﬁt & wes possible in getiing the

neleht of the netes st time of merriage. It wes toke the es-

timnte glven. Several foedors entersd into meking 1% ddfficult to get true
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5 B X b clnssitication ond C COULA 10L NoVE BXCEEUIOA 004,
or dis

T = EX 2 g ey B v [ QT
Iy DBeodion &1 discussinsn on thiz moind.



heipht would malke & considorable difference zince the range in 4iffersnce

is 80 Vary narrov.

|
" B. Usichs

The results of the e¢orreletlon between tho weizhts of the mates at
the time of msrriage wes much higher snd probably much more rolizble since
there seomsd to be a mush gresater certeinty bn this goint. Alme it is
pasier to estinmte welight with a craster degres of mecursey siuce the
renge of variation is greater and & few pounds in welght doos not have
 the same ratio of error es the same number of inches in an asﬁi&aﬁg of
height. The correlation coefficlent bebtween these varisbles of helght was
+ .62 ¢ 00535 and shows rether strong tendency for like $o muts with like
in this resooct. “

. Bacial Stock

Gonsidering the reciul stock of the mates the nmatings wers predomi-
nately homogarous. Vhere the tera "mixed blsod™ is used here in conneetion
wi&h rocisl stoek it indiectes those members in the samole who kuew they
weie af a mixture of sfrisan stock with either white or Indisn stock or
both. It woes not taken for granited thet a brown skin of a falrly light
- shade or one of o coppery~brown color indicated a mixture of stoelk other
than Afriean, since it wes known that all those slaves imported from Afriea
were not withont mixtuare of blosd, unless the skin coloring was accompanied
with other chersateristics much ss blus oy gray eyss and straisht, that is,
uvnstreizhtened or nearly streight haolir. The term ™full bHlood™ was apnliled
to those who knew of no mixture of rzeisl stoek in their direet lines of
descent and whose body characteristics were sueh as $o support this helief,
This maans of éetérmiﬂing racial stock mixture or its ahgenee;is aibitrary,

huﬁ it was the only mesns gt hand, From Teble VIII it may be ssen that in
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68 percent of the matings the mates were considered to be of the same
blood. That is, they were of mixed-mixed and full blood-full blood com-
binations. In the remeining 32 percent the mates were doubtless of mixed
blood-full blood matings. A eritical ratio of 8.45 indieastes that the
difference in these percentage distribution of like and unlike matings by
racizl stock mixture or lack of it is of significence. This measurement
and a coefficient of contingency of & .298 existing in the matings asceord-
ing to this factor indicates matings to be measurably more .11150 than unlike
in regard to racial stock within the sample.

D. Complexion

In regard to complexion the rather arbitrary divisions of dark,
medium, and light were used., The gathering of data here had to be to a
great extent subjective. The poerson being questioned was asked his or
her opinion as to which one of these complexion color divisions he or she
belonged. This knowledge of the conception of the classification was
essential since it was necessary to have the person interviewed classify

his or her mate in case of their absence. This gave a subjective check

TABLE VIII
Distribution of Matings by Racial Stock

Racial stock Number and Percentage
_Husband Wife Humber Percent
Total 124 100.00
Total same 84 67.74
Mixed Mixed 58 46,77
Fall Full 26 20,97
Total different 40 32,26
liixed Full 17 13.71
Full Mixed 23 18,55
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upon the information given. It may be eonsidai'ed, also, that the real
gomplexion eolor of the mate was not of more importence than that which
the other mate believed it to be.

As this division of complexion color into dark, medium, and light
gives 9 possible mating combinstions there is a fairly strong indication
of a tendency for matings to be homogemous since, as is revealed in Table
IX, 42 percent of the mates were of the same complexion, i.e,, dark-dark,
med iumemed ium, and light-light., Fifty-eight percent were of the dark-
medium, derk-light, and so on, or the remaining 6 possible mating combi-
nations, It is of interest to notice that in the case of dark Negro men
there was a greater inclination towards heterogamy in mating than towards
homogamy since the dark husbands mated with women lighter than themselves
in & greater number than with dark women. This tendency is in keeping with
the Tindings of snuther study cited by Anderson. @/ A coefficient of

TABLE IX
Distribution of Matings by Complexion

mplexion & Wumber end_Percent
Husbend ¥ife Number reont
Total 124 100,00
Total same 52 41.93
Dark Dark 12 2.68
Med fum Medium 26 20,97
Light Light 14 11.29
Total different 58.07
Dark Medium 72 24 19.56
Dark Light 1 8.87
Medium Dark 5 4403
Medium Light 11 8.87
Light Dark 8 6445
Light Medium 13 10.48

35/ C. A. Anderson, "Our Present Xnowledge of Assortative Mating,”
Rural Sociology, Vol. III, 1928, p. 297.



P

eontiapency revealsd hedbuesn thip @ 1,
Be + (283,
o of fowr biosphysiesl frctors, th have Bsen found
at mating bands o be meosurably sore like thon uniilke

mopulation being studied. In the othor factor, helisht,

ecorrelation is probably dunc 30 faulty daba

& more sicpifi

et
i
&
Q_..a
]
Fe)
w5
o
-y
w

a3 has boon pointed out. The resulis of studies on whiite nopulations in

e

£

conneetion with height leads o o cuestioning of the relizbility of the

et

inges

reaulis of the finding., Parbicularly since meny of the studies of meting

of white persons hzd besn sode vith rore objectlively obbtoined data.



PERY IIT

SUNEIARY ARD CONCIUSIONS

Briefly sumasrizing the results of the study mede of the husbend
and wife to determine likeness or unllikeness in relstion to 13 selected
social end physicsl ehsracteristics, the following tendencies for meting
in the rurel Hegro sample pcpuietiom studieg were found to exist,

Irn the cese of age a high pogitive correlstion coefficisnt was
found between the ages of the hugbsnd =nd the wife &% the time of first
narrisge. A pasitive, but rather low, correlrtion was found in those
metings in which sither one or Loth of ths metes hed been previously
merried. In the light of the factor of age, then, since both correls-
tionps ere positive, the teniency of meting in_the semple populstion wes
homogemous snd for metes to be meagsurebly more like thasn unlike,

The tendency feor mstes to be measurebly like iﬁ respact to rurel-
typs plece of residence st time of marrisge, rursl-type plaece of birth,
end plece resred iz reflected in the hish percentege of the cases in
which the metes osre of the geme rursl type ploece epd in the hizh coef-
Piclents of eontingeney in regerd to these fsctors.

The distribution of the mstes in 4istance lived zpart shows ths
for the iajority of ceges the distence wes sopll spd since the peir would
be subject to the seme neighborhood or community aceisl conditions =nd
institutions thay would be mezsursbly more like in these respeets than
would be the cese if the distence were grester,

The totzl number of siblinzs end the pumber of siblings living
at the time of merricge were so distributed in the mstinzge thet the re-

sultins correlstion coeirficients when these fectors were sach correlated

39
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shows that there was no geosral endesey for the mates $0 be either like
or unlike in these respecis,
| There was a marked dominant tendency for the moates o be of the
geme ¢ivil status at the time of marriage. Individusls whose Pirst

a

mating it wes, in @ lavge percent of the caoses, married others who had
pot been previously marrisd. This would be sxpsetod in those of first
merriege, bel sioce the number of $hose of both sexss who had had pre-

vious marrisges wos relatively large & chance distribution would have

had o tendency to meko the sroporction of like matings less sdignificent.
A2 wes pointed a&t there nicht gesn to be =2t first notice 2 tendenecy for

previcusly married husbands to choose mabes who hed not been proviously

mayried, but when tho number of prévicusly nmarried men and previously

5]

married women are compsred = bendency is easily seen for like, ia thi
caze, to marry like, |

The correlation coefliclent reSulting fron the eorrelation of the
gms&ca completed in school for the wife with those grades eompleted for
ﬁhe husbend wes fairly high sud positive indicating the natings were
Esﬂggamsns 2nd 8o measurably more like than unlike.

In the osse of ghurgh membership or the lack of it, it was the
dominent practice for mates %o be like in +hat both mates were either
both members or both non-members in a large percent of the csses.

The result of the corrglation between the heishis at tize of zarﬁi—
aze was of auch nature as o indicate that no tendency oxisted for mates
nan the whole to be measurably like or unlike in this respect. Sz was
ﬁainteﬁ out, this laek of teandensy mey have been dus to faully dals.

A Pairly hipgh positive corrslation was found to exis b hetween the

=

woight st the time of marrisce far the matings.
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The pereentame distribations and the coeftficicnts nf continscancy
?or those matings of the szme racial stoek and complexilen indiceted that
faf the sanpla the proctice was Por like to mate with like, ihile the
nra“artlon {42 percent} of those having the sarve complexion does not in-
¢lude half of the matings it is sﬁill high since those who were like in
this respect were only three out of 1 possible nins combinstions of eome
plexions.

Thus it is found in the sample thatl in the case of eleven of the
factors used in comparing the mates the tendency is for metes to be, in
the majority of matings, weasursbly rore like than unlike., ¥hile in
the remnining two fottors, totsl number and t@tai mumber of living 85ibe
1;T@J, gnd height ot the tine of morriage, gave no indicution of a gene
erel tendeney for metes to be either 1ike or unlike.

. It hes been pointed out that the factors used in this ataay were
_$elactad with the means ta be used in gathering the dats in mind, 3ince
%he relisbility of the data would have to depend upon the =bility of the
pareon interviewed to cnswer with g rerked degree of ascuronce snd unon
their willingnass %o snswer at 211, many factors which have boen used in
the study of white ropulations had t9 be left to Purther iavestisstion.
Such a eomparison for the matings as the Inbelligence Quotient and other
Qiulﬁgically inherited charsoieristics should not be ignoresd in assorta-
tive mating studies since they indicste the degree of soclal stimulus
value pleced upon such traits in the choice of & mate. o means of
gathering the required dats for sueh situdy wss aveilavle since the data
ware procured by personal interviews,

The unreliazbility of the correlation coeffiecient for heisht at

the time of merriage in the present study is un exemple vhich indicates
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L%, 3 s 1 [ N B, 3 eyt o S 3y g s e ) b o by g T
that the ficld schedule method of gathering deta ip regeryd fo physieal

charesteristing vhon used slone hos gerisus limitations wnless $he ehor-

acteristies are quite obvious end thers is mo need for ezact ohjsctive

mecsurenent. Sugh physiesl eharacteriaztics are fewe OSince sp little is
knowm concsraing mate zelection among the Fegro, elthsyr ruvael or urban,
211 vhases of the patiern are in need of further study and verifieation.
It need not be assumed that there are no other feetors of impor-
tanee in regerd to assoriatlive mating wmwag the Hegro than those whiech
exiat omony the vhite popuiation. 4 cultural or physiezl treil among
the Megrn whieh may be found to be of wmajor importance in moto seleetion
pay be non-existant amshg white populstions or of so smsll import that
it does not warrant study, provided it is séfe sveyr tO make such an
assuptlion regerding any untested factor. The results of any faetor
pseé in sweh o study need not glve comparsble results with the Tindings
of white studies using the samp faetor. The dlscovery of widely different
results betweson white and Nagro mote selection need not mean thet either
SGots or mothod sre 8t fault. Ih may merely indicate that in this faotor
Hepro and white populations differ. It indiectes that further study is
pesded, not that the work should be disearded. I% is not the whole task

to diseover if the Nepro pattern is similar to thet of the white, It is

)

of imgartaneékto find out just what the Hegro vattern is in order to widen
the inszizht into his culiure and $o =2id him in the zolution of his problen
even thoagﬁ, or if, it differs from our oun.

It is possible that among no other group eould the study of the
effect of rﬁral~u§ban migrntéan upon the cultural p;ttergs of & peonle be

studied with more success than among the ilegro. Its effects upon so basie

Qﬁ institution &3 the femily ond its beginhing in the selection of a nmate
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are of primary significance. It should be profitable to discover what
effect a relatively short period of urban life has had upon the con-
scious and unconscious social attitudes and value attached to similarity
or dissimilarity in matings. This would demand a much more extensive
knowledge of the mate selector's pattern as it exists among both the
urban and rural Negro.

In the study of azssortative mating in general there is need of
more numerous techniecal aids., One phase in particular which deserves
attention and which would be of great velue is a knowledge of the dis-
tribution of a culturally determined trait within a universe. Sufficient
study has long ago been given to demonsirate that biologieally determined
attributes follow a "normal™ curve in distribution., This knowledge makes
it possible to test a sample with greater accuracy and also to figure
vrobability with a degree of exsctness,

Work upon the distribution of culturally determined traits has
been done by Floyd H, Allport, W It is his hypothesis that such traits
tend to ccmrox:m in distribution to & "J-curve." Such work is in the right
direction and is worthy of attention., The testing of the "J-curve" hypoth-
esis should be basic to further work in msny branches of sociological
study.

Another helpful phase of investigation would be to determine for
some of the fmetors used in mate selection studies, what degree of dif-
ference may exist between the mates and yet be considered similar, The
difference in age between the mates may be an illustration. Are mates
whose difference in age is 6 years similar? Are they similar if the dif-
ference is 10 years? It needs to be determined under what conditions the

5/ ¥. H. Allport, "Rule end Custom as Individual Veriations of Behavior
Distributed upon a Continum of Conformity," American Journal of
Soc iology, Vol., 44, 1939, pp. 897-921.
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