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PREF CE 

fter several years ob ervation of the result 

and application of subjects taught 1n our Junior 

and senior high schools, l decided tom e 6-rl in­

tensive study of our school to ee if definite 

iv 

kno ledge 1ght not be had pertaining to th n ber 

of students ho drop out of school in co p rison to 

the failures in certain courses . I also intend to 

study the practicability of requiring all students 

to take oert~, in cours s . 

onderful ork 1 bei done by the Indus­

trial Ea.ucation epartlllent of our state an nation 

but the opport-unities of this or~ are denied in the 

small rural hi school sinee the rking laboratory 

ust be a place of business 1ch affords a c iance 

to ork at the job for which the student 1 prepar­

ing. Therefore, our individual ec ools u t find a 

way to ork out their own problems, - to erve the 

l argest possible number of tudents 1n any stven 

eozruunity in the ost urofitable , ost pr otic , 

and most econo ical ay . 



For sug eations in carry1 out th1s 

etu<iy, I indebted to Dr. 1 • R. Ch uncey 

and iss Vera Jones in the School of Eduea­

t1on. I also sh to oknowledge the aid 

of Dr. D. C. clntosh, De n of the Gr .. duate 

School, in 1de,as and euggestione to rd 

setting up a ne curr1culu to f111 the 

needs of the s &ller rurlU high schools. 

V 
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Chapter I 

~AS JRIPG TH .EFFICI TCY O • OUR SCHOOLS T ODAY 

":Cf!ici ency in any field means the turning out of' a 
p roduct. according to sp cifications, at a minimum 
cost. ...1 

1 

If this etater:::ent is true then we have a. v ry definite 

easuring stick for our schools. e must fit our students 

for the life aod ork they choose to follo . , at tho least 

pos ible cost. Each individual muet have instruction and 

pr ctic in carrying on as a social being, to promote the 

el fare of his comm.unity , state and nation, but chi efly his 

own welfare and thot of his faF. ily . He ust also have in­

struction and practice in his life· ork, that he . ay go out 

as a good citizen to provide the necessities of life-(food, 

shelter, and clothing) for himself and his family. He must 

also ive more service th.3n he de~w nds, else he has not done 

hi part to make this world a better place in which to l ive. 

Directly applied to education, the definition above 

mi ght have to meanings . Taking it in its broadest s ense 

it might mean "Securing the l argest SOCI AL R":.T RN from any 

given educational program or fro the ti e , energy and money 

expended in initiating , administeriog, supervising, and 

carrying on such a progra.m . 1 - 2 This of couree would mean 

1. Bi cciardi and Kibby. Readings in Voe . Zd. P• 485. 

2. Iicciardi and Kibby, op. cit . p . 485 . 
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that the r roduct of this school ust be abl e to help in the 

p:ozr.otion of society, to take hie plac in the affairs of 

faEily, church, and othe r social organizations of his com­

munity, to train the oncoming generations in right and 

progressive living . It ould man that ho must be prepared 

to know and set a right example for bis own and other boys 

and girls . It would mean that he be able to etudy and know 

f"or whom, and for what la.we to vote at election time, and 

how best to uee his influence to help the unfitted to rea­

lize what ould be best for themselves and their country . 

It ould mean that, if our schools were me ur iog up 

properly in efficiency (as e demand in business firms) 

every boy or girl graduated from, or having had work in our 

schools, ould be inspired with a zeal to do his best, and 

in every way to pay back io full and ith interest , for 

every advantage nrovided !or him by hie hom , school, 

church,. state and nation. e should then be thoroughly 

1FFICI ~.~T in 'Learning to Live and Living to Learn' . 

A narrower defin i tion of efficiency as applied to edu­

cation might be "The attainment of a OIV ~DUCATIONAI.. 

1 .BJ ..;CT IVE at a minimum cost, regardless of the social value 

.of that objective . " - 3 This,. 0£ co urse,. ould mean that 

some goal is et and must be reached,. regardless of ita 

soc isl value. If e could set a different goal for each 

3 . Ricciardi ~nd Kibby , op. cit. p . 485. 



individual, and make that goal one hich ould prepare hi 

to provide his on nd hi fa ily's needs it iould be a 

great improvement over our present system. our goal now 

seems to be, in most schools, to fill each head ith the 

same amount of cut and dried disconnected facts for which 

t he student has learne no use or application. He may 

k o that 7 X 5 is 35, but he does not se the relation be• 

t ween t at a.nd the fact thi:; t hen he buys ? pounds of 

potatoes fuich cost 5 centG per pound, he ill be called 

u on to h~od over 35 cents. He will consid e r {1938-1-8} 

inus (1936-3-20) merely problem to, tax his brain r ther 

th n a method of . ind iog the time for w ich he o ea or may 

collect interest on a loan. 

Taking either of thee de initione to an extreme mean­

ing might be even mo e detrimentGl. If we ork for the 

•oooial retornt alone w st time for both teacher and 

studerit, cost of equipment, building space,. and energy in 

t eachin alg1=br , French, history or some other course 

hich less than 15% of th group will ever use, or even 

think or again. If w work to ard the' i.-n education.al 

goal 1 , e hold the same goal for the en tir e group; th~ goal 

being set for thos o average capacity since they are the 

majority .• T e bri ht student reaches the goal a.nd mar 

ti till the average tudent arrives or, ,orse still, he 

practices so e form of time aating or trouble making de­

vice until he io reprimanded. ~ither th ma rking time or 
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the play detracts the slo student, delays the average stu­

dent, loses tin:e or the entire group and, in all harms 

everyone . · 

Time and energy is wasted in trying to bri ng the elo 

student up to the average goal . In the first place, this 

idea cannot be att empted without developing an inferiority 

complex in the slow student and causing him embarrassment. 

In the second place , the ti .e ie wasted because he is not 

capable of doing thu thing asked of him. Educators agree 

that time should not be taken from the student who can pro• 

gress and u ed on th student for ij hom progress is impos­

sible. Ou r nation must advance and it cannot do so in the 

hands of the incapable peo le. If we impair the health of 

one to give it to another what have e gained? The loss is 

even greater if the second cannot accept it and both are 

left cri ,pled. 

In order that e may h ~ve the 'social and educational 

return• from our schools we must see to it that, no matter 

h n a student gives up school and goes out into the ork­

ing orld, he has mental e4uipm nt to go into some ork 

whereby he may earn his livelihood . le might say our 

schools are efficient in pro ~ortion as they-

1 . et up possible and useful objectives for individu·ls 

2 . Met the n~ed e of organization mumbers 

3. Give everyone ( regardless of race or .ental ity} an equal 

opportunity to learn 



4. Are capable to guide each student into a course uit­

able to hie ability 
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5. Give thorough training in reading, writing, arithmetic, 

citizenshi p, social relations, etc. according to the 

student's ability 

6 . Gi ve t raining in buying or selling intelligently 

7. Give training in occupational levels , posaibilitie, 

ne ds , require~ent ,advantages, protection,salary, eto. 

8. Have competent , conscientious instructors 

9. oduce successful students or orkers 

lO. Utilize every opportunity to aid in ma.king each student 

into a valuable citizen 

ll. Command the respect ot the communi ty hich they serve 

12. Improve a time pa see 

13 .• Kno and recommend their students and gradu tee 

In summary of this chapter e might say to our schools , 

as the Good Book s&ys t o the individual , " et your light so 

shine that others may see your good orks and glorify your 

ather which is in heaven, or we might say , By your orks 

ye shal l be known. h 



Chapter II 

AY SYST ...,~ 

In any of our schools, or classes in the schools, e 

teach cut and dried, facts as 11e teach roe ory gems . any 

6 

of these facts have no co nnection itb. tho present or fut ­

ure nd have value in no way. fuat diff ere!'lce does it make 

whether Columbus started on riday or ~oaday, on October 

1st or 12th, and is there so very much value in the fact 

that it was in 1492'? Every child knows these facts befor 

reaching the eighth grade ,here , according to statisties 

in many communities. his ducation ends. But does he know 

hat requ_i rements he must meet if he wishes to take up any 

imple Job; what he m&y expect in the way of salary fo .r the 

different levels of this occu'pat ion; hat, if any, re his 

chances of promotion; ho the number of orkmen in that 

field ·compare with the number in other fields; heth~r 

this is a possibl life job or just a blind alley job? 

e may teach him a :few tact concerning so e past gov­

ernor or president; he m· y even be able to name in order, 

give administration dates od political party of every pa.at 

preeident of the United States; but does he kno ·, ho to 

vote at tha pres nt el ctions , in order to do the most for 

himself and his country? 

e teach him •what to think' instead of nhow to think". 
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e teach him hat to beli~ve in tead o ho to arrive, 

through clear deductions or inductions, at a reasonable con-

c : usio n. e ca use him , by our present methods and books, to 

be: ieve that there is a fixed solution by which he may check 

his result . There is aot a solution to ev ry problem, nor 

is there an established solution by ~hich he may check the 

best time to market his calves since the price is determined 

by the influx on the market as drouth, floods, hail, or wind 

destroys the feed crops. Ro may he know the fixed ans er 

to the question as to his choice of or success in a voca-

tion? Life 's problems have no fixed or established ans ere; 

they differ with every individual, in different environment , 

at different times of his lite. ould it not be much better 

to teach him 'how to think' t han ' hat to think'? 

•· e should help bim to see the problem and gu ide 
or l ead him t hrough to a solution, then to re­
vi e the problem and solution and satisfy himself 
that his solution is •good' by weighing it with 
other possible solutions. ~ -1 

The only w y to develo thinking is to actice it. '' e 

i l lingly acknowledge th truth of thie statewent but we 

conti nue teaching •what to think' or facts inst ad of teach­

ing 'how to think' and giving the practice to the student . 

This work of training youngsters how to think should begin 

in primary grades and continue on through the entire school 

life. 

1 . '''A guide or curriculum organizationu .Bulletin l-10 . 5• 
Mi sisaippi program for improvement of instruction. p . 284 . 
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Kost of our students who drop out of s chool in the 

grades or high school , do o bet een the sixth and tenth 

grades. - 2 Since statlstica sho this to be tru we should 

endeavor to give more practical aod less academi c t raining 

in the early grades . Many of hese student drop out with 

.. m help from the s chool in an earning capacity . Otten 

teacher know that these students will ( a.nd just wait calm­

ly for th to) drop out of s chool , instead of trying to 

give them aon:ething to i nterest them or help them i n their 

roblom of earning a l i ving . Gu i dance in electing an . 

occupation i s wise, even in th lo•er grade . I f i \ is not 

introduced at this time ,, a.p roximatcly 30% of all students 

ill have had no tr iniog or even suggestion in selecting 

for themselves a euitable or po aible vocation . 

It i s true , sod v ery true , that every child needs to 

learn to rea.d , write , handle si pl e ope rations o'f mathema-

ti cs • and express his thoughts intelligently . heae ho -

ever a r e not ends in themselve , but merely tools to do 

other things . But as we h ve previou ly stated~ thee tools 

are useless unloss he knows ho and when to a: ly them; if 

thes, are to be of value , he must kno,, ho · to ?fl..ake th work 

tor hi • All teaching should be made as life- l i ke as pos­

sibl~; we should use valuable books , magazines , and news 

pa.c- ers , ina.tead of set•type readers for r ading material . 

2 . J .. A. Lap , f'Learning to Earn • 185 



This would tea.eh the student how to read those things on 

which he will de t, end for information in his later life. 

i.school lite and subj eats are so academi~ and 
remote from life a.ctivities th~.t students are 
unable to carry over fro~ school into outside 
life oay of the lessons taught therein. It 
pays attention only to academic and not t.o the 
emotiona.l, social• or oecup.a.tion&J. factors. of 
the student lives. ~ •3 

Our students should know and understand the meaning 

9 

of all material presented and the a 1:,plioation of that. 

material shoul.d be immediate. The student must be able to 

tH!e, at the time the lesson is presented, just where, wben 

anti how he will need to use this information.. Ao adult 

grasps and remembers things longer baeauae he sees the value 

of the information or can put it, into immediate use. It 

this 1, true of tbe a!:iult, ho1,1 much more i s it true of the 

student whose mind is eonstently looking for the amusing,. 

easy side of life . 

Though all students may need certain parts of every 

subJe<rt , and certain students may need all parts of some 

subjects, it is. not true that all students need all parts 

of all 11.mbj ects, or that it can be presented to all in the 

same manner, or thet all can get this information wit.h th.e 

aamo a.mount of effort or accuracy. lf we take an advance 

-step in education. as we 'have in business , we &hall put 

each to work at a job suitable and possible tor him., Our 

3. •HYouth Ed. Today" 16th Ye~n~· Book School Administration 
P• 5? -62. 
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curriculum is no dju te to th individual differe ces 

and needs. 

9 Fe er than one oat oft o hundred who study 
algebra i n high school ever use it or. need it 
io any oth "r' o.rk . All inet.ruetioo should b 
a .plieable to later uses in life." -4 

~ e should bring our currieulu up to date. It 
does not , no , r fleet the aspirations or situ­
ations of the modern youth. The elective sy tem 
ie bein odified by trend toward integration. 
A portion of each d y•s time is set aside !or an 
integ~ tea series o activiti s, usually cutting 
act-os,s subject matter lines, in which all pvr1ls 
part i ipate. i, 

" o t of the mathematics hioh is or practical 
value to students can be gained from the inte­
grating rogram. Costs of elections, courts, 
government, and schools, figuring taxes on 
prop~rty or urchases,. figuring conatruction 
expenses of buildings,. painting, paving, wages, 
loana. and installment buying make good civice, 
as well as mathematics lessons." -5 

Since our elections and lawa are made by all, not the 

tew ho i nish high school or college, it is necessary 

that all have information a.nd training which ill aid th 

to use intelligence in solving the problems listed above. 

Special ized courses in ~othematics should be taught to 

t hose who plan to tak college courses in hich th y ill 

need this ork. 

4. Functio;ia of Secondary 1;d . f. E . A. Dopt. of School 
Prin . Jan. 193?, p . 245. 

5. Dept. ot Secondary School Principals . op. cit. p . 245. 



HFareign langu e, h i gher math matics and abotraot 
ciencea off~r ork for ap~ci lized careers and 

are needed by relatively te •" -6 

ll 

T aching of foreign languages in high schools origin­

ated i n Europe where the countries are small and eople are 

likely to live and ork in another country. It ie foolish 

to imagi ne that curriculums built on old or foreign models 

for educating the select te who are to become pecialized 

professional people,. could be successful io a democracy 

which hopes aod plans to educate all. e realize more and 

ore, as · e see th failures in ork ro- poor choice, hy• 

sical, mental, or fi nancial suitability, that many are not 

capable of making their on choices. The fact that a per­

son wants, or thinks he wantB, and is willing to pay for an 

academic education, does not justify our selling it to him 

aay more than selling him patent medicines or intoxicating 

drinks. He i often no more capable of Judging hia need , 

usee ,, or ants than is the child who ould trade his tar­

nish d silv 1' dime fo'I: a brightly polished ill. Unless 

the subject gives value or is useful in some way, it ean 

not be considered cultural. 

:Boards of ,,ducat ion and states- are orki og backward 
when they demand teachers with narrow, s ecia1ized 
fields inst ead of a broad education.~ .7 

6. Dept. of 3econdory School Principals. op. cit. p. 193 

7. N.E. A. Dept . of Secondary School Principals.op. cit.p.240. 
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These narrow specialized teac 1er often kno less 

about other high school subjects than the average high 

school freshman.. They think their field i the only im­

portant or interesting field and expect every student to 

put all, or most of bis time on this eu bj ect . These t caeh­

ers fail to integrate or corr elate their work with ot.her 

courses or ith life problems; the subject is, to them, an 

aim and end in itself and not a tool to aid in a fuller. 

more successful lite. 

~ ven in our present day testing system , the objec­
tive type test usually calls for{or tests) only the 
isolated facts , rather than the ability to org nize 
knowl dge and m<:ike appli<":ationa, or ability to gen­
eralize and present ideas in an effective form. • -8 

These tests do not i e the stud nt an opportunity to 

express :his ideas in his language or to show that he has 

that ability , let alone develop a lin of reasoning and ar­

rive at a conclue,ion. Int lligcnt testing should explore 

his vacation activities , his hobbi s, his outside reading , 

entertainment , and extra- curricular activities . This ould 

give the testing board an opportunity to see hether or not 

the stud nt was able to put into practice a small or great 

amount of his education, whether he could organize and ex­

press his ideas in his own orde, or whether his school 

life as still entirely separat d from his r al life. 

a. N. E. A. Dept. of Secondary School Princi:,als. op . cit . p.141 



~If vocational work were made the c ourse, bri nging 
into it the English and mathematics as a part .of 
life activities when needed, home-making, social 
relations, etc.,would be the important fields, 
rathe r than these present separated courses. 11 -9 
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This plan would certainly tend to make the student 

see the direct application of every problem. As the ne­

cessity for that knowledge arose the student wouid s ee its 

v alue , put it i nto imrr.ed iate use, and as a result, remem-

ber it and be able to use it again. 

What opportunities are now offered to tha.t 93% of our 

boys and girls who do not enter the professions? Are we 

in any way helping to make law-abiding, self-supporting 

citizens of them? 

'Every child of school age has a right to the train­
ing whi ch will prepare him for useful employment 
and make him self-supporting, whether it be in 
agriculture, domestic service, manual trades, or 
the professions. " -10 

Up till ve ry recent years no training was given in our 

high schools except for the professions . Now only a small 

percentage of them offer any other type of tra.ining and 

these which do ·Offer the training are usually in larger 

cities where apprenticeship might be possible. In our 

smaller rural high schools, because of crowded conditions 

and lack of finances, our students are usually compelled 

9. J.w. Studebaker, u.s. Com. of Ed., A.V.A. Journal 
Feb. 1938, p . 4. 

10. Ricciardi & Kibby, Readings in Vocational Ed. p. 48 . 
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to take ao demic subj cts hicb are taught y highly 

specialized teachers who aee no future outside the profes• 

sion or ithout a college education. Fe , very few, of 

t ese students nter college, till :fewer finish, nd only 

very mall pre nt ever enter into an occu ation where 

dried fact and academic subjects can be of vaiue to them 

in earning a living or enjoying lite. Dr . Schall , in ad­

dres ing the House o! Representatives of innc ota, once 

said, ~0ur &chools have so framed the walks that lead to 

college and profeo ions that it 1 hard for the students 

to s e othcl' accup ·tions, let alone prepare for them. " 

It ould a em that e in ist on pushing square pegs 

into round holes . Any man ho can do piece of ork ith 

air accuracy ill probably be uccessful and happy in 

that. ork and ake a good citizen. 

It .matters not if the work be molding a elay 
image, making a i ece of chioery, preparing 

healthful. hol some m a.l, or writing an 
English text book , if the orker has his mind 
and body o co-ordinated th~t he is happy, 
SQCCe sful, and rendering service, he is a 
cultur d an. -ll 

11. Ri ciard i & K1 bby, op. cit. p. 49. 
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C III 

OUR CURRICUL VERSUS OUR ca NITY 

Table Ro. I , on the following page, shows our en.roll • 

ment ov r a period of six y rs , beginning with the school 

te~m of 1932• 1933 and closing 1th the school term. of 1938-

1939. The information for thi ... table, as well as tor 

Tables III and IV, was taken f r or1 our perma.nent records 

and report.a. As Principal of the high achoo·l , I make and 

naturally tudy these records and the t rial contained 

therein. 

The 1938- 1939 term is obs ryed and discussed i n in­

stances here the clo ing of the term is not necessary . 

The class of 1933 was under observation only as seniors; 

the <:lase of 1934, only as Juniors and seniors; the class 

of 1935, as sophomores , juniors end seniors. The class ot 

1941 can be observed only as freshmen; tho class of 1940, 

as freshmen nd sophomores; the olaas of 1939,, ae freshmen, 

so homores and juniors . The claseee of 1936, 1937, 1938, 

and in a few in tancee 1939 are , therefore , the classes of 

o ief interest and the on s to hich most dieeuosion ap -

lies ince they have been observed and studied for the 

full four years . 

~able I distinctly hows the number of boys , girls, 

and total enrollment and drops eac year in each class . 



Fr eshman Sophomore Jun ior 
Clase of - -- Enr ._ _ _.! Dr. :hlo -- - Enr. _ Dr. 

B 
1933 G 

T ~, 6 l 
1934 9 2 

T 15 3 
B 10 6 4 2 

1935 G 10 6 3 1 
T ~o 12 7 3 
B 14 4 10 4 ? 2 

1936 0 17 4 14 6 9 2 
T 31 8 24 10 16 4 
B l? 5 13 6 6 l 

193? G 1 £. 4 9 3 6 2 
T 29 9 t 2 9 1 2 3 
B 6 l 6 2 5 0 

1938 0 14 7 10 5 7 2 
1 20 8 16 7 12 2 - B 11 5 6 l 5 l 

1939 G 18 4 14 2 13 l 
T 29 9 20 3 18 2 
B 18 3 l? 2 

1 940 G 2 2 4 16 l 
T 40 7 33 3 --.B l? 2 

1 941 G 21 4 
T 38 6 

Senior Years in Col l ege 
:.~ nr. Dr. .... .., ... ... 

7 2 l 0 0 0 
8 l 2 1 l l 

15 3 3 . l l l 
5 l 0 0 0 0 
? 0 l 0 0 0 

12 1 l 0 0 0 
2 0 0 0 0 0 
2 0 l l 0 0 
4 0 l l 0 0 
? 2 0 0 0 
8 l 4 4 2 

15 3 4 4 2 
5 0 l l 
4 0 2 2 
9 0 3 3 -5 0 4 
0 0 2 

11 0 6 

- i-.-----..... 

ti:; 

r.i 
g 

~ 
0 
t-1 
> C.1 

~ 
~ 

$ 
~ 
0 
~ 
0 s 
~ 
'H 
0 
~ 

tll 
g 
C 
C> 
~ 

0 
0 

~ 
t·.l 

~ 

~ 

•""'-

..., 



Occasionally a student will dro out of school from one 

claas and, enrolling the next year 1 ill become am ber 
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of the next claa. A definite de rease is al aya notice­

a.ble be,t een freshman and ophomore year, but an even larg­

er decrease comes between sophomore and junior year. These 

results are summarized in Table II. 

Table II shows that 24% o! the freshman boy and 40% 

of the freshman irl , or & total o:t 25% or the class drop 

out of cbool during. or at the end of their freehman year. 

We may also note by Table III that 47.4% of all failing 

gr dea ere 1n tre hman courses. This relatioo may be- much. 

closer than eat first thought. If it were possible for 

the e tudente to understand the value of th e courses 

they might put forth more effort and do more of the ork .• 

According to a previous reference used in this the i, 

lest an one out of each 200 who study algebr ever use it. 

e do well to keep 139 out of 187 1 or 74$ interested and 

tudying enough to ass when less than .5% of them ill use 

it . Not only re some of our course8 useles to most all 

tud nt s, but other courses which might be of unlimited value 

re so '!ramedt by our c ourse o! study that we try to teach 

the student to read, understand, and like literature hich 

ost college students ould not, from choice, read because 

they prefer lighter, more interesting ork. If f"resbmen are 

to aecept an.d like freshman nglisb they muat be prepared for 

it:1 led gradually into it, and given interesting mat.er1al . 
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TABL' II 

TOTAL r ROLL~D AKD tOFP~D BY CLASS.ES 

Freshman eo oi;?homore Jvnior Seo1or 
Total Boys nrolled 83 62 33 31 
Totol Boys Dropped ~o 21 ? 5 
% ot Boys Dropped 24% 34% ~l% 16j 

Total Girls Enroll d 104 ?3 47 35 
Tota.l Girle Dropped 27 23 10 2 
% of Girls Dropped 26% 31 . 5% Gl% 6i 
Total Enroll d 187 135 80 66 
Total Dropped 47 44 17 7 
% Dropped f 5% 3 :::; . 6% t l% 10. 5% 

TABL1 III 

ER O" F's GIV~ AS S ,· ~ 'ST "R GR S l:N SUBJ1CTS 
·er cent 

1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 Total ............ ........._ ---- .___ -----..... - of Tota1 

Algebra. 5 4 4 6 10 9 38 27 . 4 
Geometry 5 3 6 2 l 9 28 16.5 
Literature 3 2 2 0 2 2 11 6.,5 

• '• History 3 4 z 2 6 3 21 12. 
Am. History 0 l - l - 4 6 
OK. History 0 l l l 2 0 5 
Civics l 2 2 0 4 0 9 5. 
9th nglish 5 3 3 2 2 2 17 9. 
10th ogliah 2 2 2 0 l 1 8 4.? 

iology l 2 2 - 0 4 9 5 
Typing - - 0 2 2 
Shorthand - 0 l l 
Gen. so. 3 1 3 0 3 - 10 6. 
Geography l 1 l 0 l 0 4 
Bus. Ari th. l 1 l - - - 3 
Bus. English l 0 l 2 

Total 30 28 30 14 22 3? 1'75 

Freshman S012homore Junior and Senior 
Algebr - 27. 4% Geometry - 16. 5% Literature - 6.9 
9th Eng.- 9% ¥ . .Hist. - 12~ Biology - 5% 
Gen.Sc. - 6% nglish - 4.5% 
Civics 5% 
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Table II also ehowa thrat 34;rt ot sopbomol.~e boys a.rid 

!l .• 5Ji of aopb.om.ore gir-11?, or a total of 32.,d 0£ the class 

dt·op out of school during, or a.t the end of the tenth year .• 

In comparison to this you will note that S2% of all fail­

ing grades wero in sophomore cour$ee .. 

Tab.le II shows thai. 21% of thr,;; drops were .from the 

Junior class while Table Ill shows that ll.5~ of the fail­

ures: vaere in the junior classes. The::ro were 10.5% of the 

arops from senio.rs and a~ of the failures. were in thair 

If students are to appreciate and loal'n new material 

they must lJe able to aee the value o:r the material at band. 

Education mus't deal with every day living., needs,, earning 

poweii. atid common advancement. 

'"1fne standards of education must be adjusted to the 
needs ct the individual or the group of individuals­
not force the individual into a mold of edu.catioS:"$ 
making. ff •l 

*tlte school should 1,.rovide for every child the type of 

edueatlon best for him.; this :m:<-Hins :studies, activities, 

m&tbods. and standards suited to his ovm situation and m.ak­

it1g for his g.rowth. In wha,t way dooa our pre'1ent curriculwn 

fill this need? -One of th~ most important i"un.ctione of o\U' 

educational system is to prepare the youth :f'o: tiroductive 

living. .;Ma.ny of our utudents have limited ability and. he:te 



ing loft; 

''Education :f'ol efficient and wholut:H;ine living is 
th4:3 2ost impott9rrt business of out societ,y; 'the 
k..tr.:cr ican school nr:;oos a reconct:rueted cu:i·iculum 
which will give this train.ing. The f ii-at ate:p is 
to, ascert€lin th:;:: actual problems of this ao!"f.1tu,1ity 
life v1nich its child.ren a:re calle,d upoD to fa.ee in 
:maJ:::i a, home,. lfrotecti:ng their· lite and healt1'1. 
cons.ervh1g and improving material e:0t1d i 'tcio.n2, and 
engaging in activities of social or religious 
order.,!! -}t 
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and possib y one ourth depend almost entirely on charity 

for their food d c othiog. Since the f .ilies of these 

de titute are larger than the f ilies where no, or l .it­

tle help 1s needed , th maJority of our student body 

·CO e from thi poorer environment.. They need to be 

taught any t hi pert ini g to hoe 11f. They cannot 

ant for conv nieoees and co forts of 1ch they know 

nothing. Few reaoh the junior ye r of high school, and 

because we are taking so much of the first to years to 

t ach algebra, geometry, Shakespeare , European history , and 

the Solar ayst , we fail to give them information as to 

ho it would be possible to earn a living; we fail to im­

press the valu of prop r food, clothing and thrift in a 

way that they can under stand or use. 

The original aim of high school as to prepare youth 

tor lite•s ork; later it beca e necessary to add college 

prcpa.ratory courses . · ow many high schools ar l.ittle 

ore than Jl. college pr paratory school. Since funds limit 

the number o elasaes the cour es are those neces ary for 

college eotr·nce~ 1th the addition of subjects hich 

th se sa.m instructors are able t o fit i nto the schedule. 

0 Accreditin of a high school de1 nde on the 
factors hich affect collegiate preparation 
but it does not mean anything in measure of 
g neral value as it serves its c ommunity." -3 

3. Bulletin , University of California, 1928. 



Real education has little relation to academic pre ... 

pa.ration., A man may be filled with lore of books and 

familiar with facts. yet not be educated. An illiterate 

man may be trained to grapple with a problem,, use skill as 

a workma.n or handle machinery with accuracy. Education 

would require all the knowledge both had in order to be 

oomplete., 

(tE.ducatian in its broadest sense is tr.a.ining in 
eelf.eontrol of mind • heart. and hand. The true 
purpose of education ie to fit a p~ rso n for the 
duties and resl)onsibilities of life so that al.l 
the world may be happier and better because he 
lived." ... 4 

"'Any program of service ehould include special 
work along lines of oocupations, lines that 
represent the shifting need of the present. 
l!an,y cannot .. will not, and should not go on 
to college or even b.lgh schoo1, but eh:ould be 
given technical or vocation.al courses.fl ... 5 

Most of t .be children of this comm.unity are not cap­

able of grasping a college education and few can master all 

the subj ea.ts offered in the high school. Tbei.r mentality is 

and environment- has been such that the most wbiet,. -could be 

done for them would be to teach them some method of ea.r,niag 

a living , to show them how to pl."ovide the necessities or 

life a.nd to teach them ho to utilize to the highe1at bene .... 

fit,, every thing wbich they possess or may acquire. lla.ny 

4. Ricciardi & Kibby op, cit. p. 16 

o. Cof:fma.n, L.D., ll'I.E-(lucation .for Unemployed Youth , 
School & Society,. Oct . 14, 1933~ p, 485. 



chi reamone were: 

l 

• They Q,H;: unable;, to pass. c~;rtQir1 ooLn::·ses. 
b. l'.'ilan.y cm.u:s0s a.r0 not lnt-erestine; to them. 
e. They muat 'begin earuing. 
fl., lUg.h :school courses do m>t i::,r for t.hribt 

chosen ocoupationo .. 11 •6-

ill.ws.tcr in 

jobs tho tH.m:ber of schoolfi:, ot1'or ing 

since 1931 but little in way of addition .. 

to be of V&lue in a job of 

reaaouiog ie r uired. 

H It ha$ b0on found th.et inte;naive study and 
requi1·ed t:Gasoning .raieed th:;:; a1::d.l ity to rt-:asorI, 
but no one study ie o:f' nw:t0) VD1ue ·thBn ~nother, 



according tote ts m suring reasoning 
bility of 9000 tu nts in the teoth grade. 

Teets re given aft r a year's work in book• 
keeping. Latin, ae ing, cooking,and geom try.·-? 

If this be true, hen we might a ell give them 
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more valu ble cours a and r quire the intensive study or 

reasoning. There .re cour es already mentioned, hich fit 

them for one Jobe; other vocational courses should be add­

ed. There is also a definite need for in t:ruction in 

family, co unity and social relationships. 

Our so1:ial and industrial oond it ions have forced the 

masses. into high schools and should care tor them. e 

ust remove the idea that high school should be college­

pr eporato.ry. or a training for adult need or for the per-

petuation o traditional culture. ur curriculum should 

be living hole composed of experiences actually going 

oo tn school . 

Th object is not to cov r a certain number of 
prescribed pages but to pro ·ote child develop­
ment and mental growth. As such. the cur iculum 
must be linked with oeeds and pro bl oms found in 
i ed1 te hyaical and social environment. -8 

If the dult i busy he has no time or desir to get 

into trouble; it e can occupy the mind of the student it 

k eps him out of trouble. The Industrial School of Kansaa 

City . issouri ha found that the student of that institu-

tion usually ra in I. ·• between 60 and so. Thes 

7. Thorndyke. ental ~i oiplin in n.s. 
Joun lo d. Psychology. January, 1924. 

a. L f!erty, H. K., ~osition of Pupil in New Curriculum 
School and Soci ty. Sept . 1936 p. 405. 



stud nte could not carry regul high school courses, and 

certainly not oolleg c our es . They re given training 

in . 1elds 'i'ih re th y ill later earn a li ing, tr-ade 

nd factory iork. As adults they are en aged in hoe and 

furniture repairing, factori s, janitoring, carpentering, 

la n ervice, lunch room, ttress t ctori s, tire de-

par menta, garage or filling tstions, nd such ork. 

' Only 4 out o ev ry 50 become inetitutio al cases, 
here at lBast half iould otherwise bo." -9 

It ie wrong top ve nd light up the road to the pro• 

fes ions and leave the right-of-way to th tr des, to 

bueines , and other useful and necessar3 occupations un-

u veyed . he former ro _dis for less than 15% while the 

latter highw y ust and ill be traveled by 85% of our 

population. 

• ven our trade schools often cater to the 
cieotific aide of th o k and fUsb out by 

entrane requirements, the ordi nary fa~mer, 
laborer, or mechanic. Yet 90% of trades 
people earn th ir living by their hands and 
t heir chief interests are their ork, ho , 
a~d civic life. -10 

Thee customs have set a fal e standard by showing 

ap rov l of certain orke and refusing to reco niz the ex­

istance of oth r. The only education, profitable, will 

9. Bailey , Vera ,. f'5alva ing for Citizens" , Natl • . -~ . Assoc. 
froceedinge , 1932 p. 323. 

10. Lap , J. A. "Learning o 
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deal with the ork, home, and civic life; if it fails in 

th se, it i s us l ess. If i ndustry had to de e nd on theed­

ucation we receive in school instead of after school, 

indu try would cease in av ry short time. 

School must have a direct relation to outside life, 

and the student must be ble to see that relation, otherwise 

the ork of the school is largely lost . A knowledge of' the 

conmunity• - its occupational, social, and civic needs- is 

necessary before plaaning suitable ourriculum • 

.Dr. D. c. cinto h, in an article entitled ••Pr venting 

=a11ure Through Guidance Q a e ue so evaluable pointers, 

three of hich are quoted bolo ; 

'' It is safe to say that there are more failures in 
the small secondary school due to lack of g idance 
than i n any other part of our educational yete. 
There are two important reasons for this situation. 
First , the cuxriculum of the small secondary school 
is so highly specialized that it does not meet the 
needs of a large majority of the pupils. The 
schools may di cover hat the pupils cannot do,, but 
they fail to discover hat the pupile can do. 
Second• most of our efforts have been used in at­
tempting to increase its size instead of working to 
improve the emall secondary school. tt 

"Guidance should build up in a pupil the ability and 
the desire to t ake ca,..e of himself . One of the ob­
j eotione often made to guidance ie that pupils ar 
made dependent rather than more independent. In 
the small school many teachers realize that t hey do 
not. have the a.newer for each child._ her for e the 
pupil has an o portuoity to decide what to do in­
stead of being told hat decisions to make . One 
obj ective of guid nee as well ae one objective of 
education should be to make upils indef eodent of 
the teacher. As teachers and pupils become bett er 
acquainted and more interested in each oth r, the 
pupils ill b e encouraged to make their own 
decisions. 



In tead of guiding the pupil to fit ioto a pre­
deter mined edueational system• we must fir t 
decide i .th the pupil his ne eds and desires, and 
t h t,:,n ith his help organize the system to meet 
those needs and d sires. Stated in another way-

e must build the curriculum out of the guidance 
program. 

Constant referenc , at the present time to 'frills and 

fads' mai prevent taki n up new occupational or S-Ocial 

courses, si oo many so-called educ tors are unable to dis-

tioguish bet. een a fri:i..l and a neoesei.ty. 

'This j uxtapositioo of airplane technology and 
oxcart society is an outstanding threat to 
furth r ha p~ ineas- ven existaoce of hu~~n 
society . The advance of mechanical science 
as symbolized by T. A. Edison era is as amazing 
as is the stagnation in culture, institutions, 

nd idea.s. e cannot go on for ever with one 
foot in the airpl ne and the other in the ox­
cart. ·ve need sociological as well as acienfi­
fic 'disons nd social engineering must rest 
upon sound education.g -11 

Important sources of inform~tion on social and civic 

actions should be furniahed to the school. Information on 

community af airs and finances, voting duties and privileges, 

budgeting, producing and pr paring good for m&rket, vail~ 

able occup tions and the necessary training, professions and 

training. and needed community improvements, should all be 

tau ht in high schools. 

It is our duty to give to students a picture of Qon­

temporary society a nd its trends as realistic and accur te 

ae knowledge can make it. It schools are to serve society 

11. :Barnes. H. · • -Education for Social Progres · • 
Journal of Adult Ed. Oct. 1932 p. 373. 



this ie the only possible attitude. I e do not acce t 

thi idea then, aiooe H. G. tells said, Civilization i 

race bet een education and ea.tastrophef; we sh 11 sure• 

ly end in catastrophe unle s teachers keep ab,reast. of 

social trends, participate actively in life outside the 

chool and enlighten the students in the necessary field • 

The curriculum must be enriched. 

~ocial experim nts of Government, interrelations 
of society. studies of human r elations , labor, 
industry, - all must have place in the ourrieulu ~ 
pen mind dness, activity. research, and experi­

mentation ahould replace old type cl aaes. Sohools 
should train students to dir ct t e ir time along 
wholesom lines such as arts and crafts taught 
ttractively.~ -12 

The disp rity bet e n our machines and our ability 

to control the for our advantage is idened because educa­

tion has clung to tradition and irn of culture in the faoe 

of an entirely ne industri l situ tion. 

1 Aucators are not res onsible for th present 
:ental . oral and financial depr ssion, but 

educatore should be warned by it that they 
mu t take new responsibilities and race realities 
of social and econo ic problems of maladj uatment. "-13 

s e.xtr time is given emu t teach students to dis­

er i mi nate between enJ oymeots that enrich or enlar e and 

those which degrade and dissipate. They must learn to act 

12. ~ 'odern Social Trends•, esearch ulletin XI1, 
· aahington. D. c. ov. 1934 P• 284. 

13. De y, John, "Aspects of oaern Lif' ". School and 
Society , Oct . 31, 1934 p . 58~. 
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with and for others while learning to think and judge for 

the s lves. Who can count the waste o teaching the rule 

oft ee to a boy who is goia out that same day to 

quarrel , lie , aod bully because he does not kno how to 

live; or oft aching a girl Engl ish Li terature or odern 

History if she go.es that evening into che pness and vul­

garity because she had no opportunity to learn how to 

live. a ood every day life? The school cannot be n 

agency of r form but its responsibility is to help the 

growi ng individual ., continuously and consistently,. to hold 

to the type of human living hich is the moat practical 

one tor him. 

'By no remote chance for at least tl,';n years can 
any of tho e no tudying anc i nt or modern 
histo y, alg bra, g oc try, biology or . foreign 
language, lT.a.ke us of these in improving their 
own normsl life out of school. Is it not 
wasteful to insist o their learning no 1, hat 
they will forget b fore they can possibly ( or 
ay never) use it? -14 

School ac ivitics ohould include the thi s ith 

which the stud nt ia now cone rned: home rel&tion~hips, 

personal ell- bein , 1roper uso of lei ure time, recrea-

tional opportuniti s, citizenship, relation to authority, 

vocati onal op ortu nities, a lf• up orting service, re­

ligion, mann~rs, attitudes, and ethi cs of living . duca-

tion must not just flout ith the tide. lt mu t be 

la ·10ed by those ho kn o the people ond the needs of the 

14. Breer, J •• , Ed . as Guidance p . 15 



commani ty. It must prepare st uclent s for their lives and 

duties o citizenship. It ~ust compensate or the in­

justices and unfairnesses of life. 

ttSd.ucatioo must change itself fundamentally to 
attack the problems caused by extended leiaure 
tbr.e, unemployment, qui ck tempo, division ot 
labor, new and higher standard of living, and 
the •plenty economy• of the new power age."-15 

The greatest hope for improvement in our generation 

lies in the construction of curriculum which shall, as 
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far as possible , overcome the handicaps named above and 

lead the students to an understanding and ap ,.: reciation of 

these conditions and probleJUS of their com lex lives. The 

b st educ tional program will be .founded upon the proposi -

tion that the masses of erican people must understand 

the problems that they must face as citizens. 

Al though there may b a gap ot a few years bet een 

school days and . the dutie ot citizenship at the age of 

21, during which time many changes can be made in publ ic 

af'f~irs, it is none the less profitable for students to 

discuss public problems, to form opinions, ·and to in-

luence or be influenced by others. 

The present educational and economic depression, un­

employment and other economic conditioos will low r the 

standard of living. 

15. Strayer , G. D., Rcpt. of Govt . Comm. on cost of 
pub . ed. P• 13. 



Students cannot get jobs because of inexpert nee 
and lack of training so all mu t live in poverty . 
School should build a program to fill the de­
mands of practical life. Long ago home life 
provided occupational instruction aod an oppor­
tunity to train or social or civic affairs. 
llo there is no training for any of these." -16 

There are no frontiers left and youth must look to 

existing industries for a job. :Sook-learning has been 

the objective of our schools. An opportunity to study 

home life and industrial labor conditions 111 tend to 

develop a higher type of social intelligence. To nece -

aities- ho to earn a living and ho to use leisure time­

have been sorely neglected in our educational program. 

The very people who demand new material in business or 

mechanics will often decry n w ideas in education. Art, 

music, leisure, industrial work , commercial vAotk, home-

making, agriculture. he 1th, citizenship, speech, may all 

be considered ne material in schools. Through these 

mediums we can teach skills, io ormatioo, appreciation 

and attitudes, by means of operations, jobs, projects, 
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problew.s , lectures, demonstrations , texts, and references. 

The implication of these new :fads ie much stronger than 

academic courses. They develop originality. resourceful­

ness, self-c ontrol, erseverance, fair play, Joy of 

accomplishment, duty, thrift, personal and family rela­

tions, businese dealings, school and community service, 

16. Norton, John, ~schools & Standards of Living", 
School & Society, Aug. 29, 1931, p. 272. 
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erafts:manahip, environment of real situations, talent.­

prelimi nary training, choice of hobbies, interpretation 

of society and eitizenship. 

The vo-eational training alone will give instruction 

of wh.icb. the oontrolling purpose is to enhance in a per• 

m.anent fashion, the productive ,capacity of the ind.ivid,ual 

a nd ma ke him self-.supporting and, at, l e.a.st not a nt gonis• 

tic to physical, civic, a nd cultural well-being. Voca­

tional tra,i. n ing will fit our youth to make his own way; 

it wi l l tea,ch b:orse .... s ease and sound Jud~,ent as applied 

t o the busi oess of earning a living. This training 

should i nclude the rela ted ma.thematics, scienee, .E nglish, 

a nd othe'r academic subjects in sucb a way tha t the stu­

dent could see 'the ne ed and value of ·these courses in 

broade ning bis possibilities or go,od ear ning capacity 

and ha.pp ines.s. 

Willi.am H. Kilpatrick, Teacher's College. Columbia 

Univ·e:rsity, i n an article on 11 0bJectives for Curriculum 

and ethod" saids -17 

. a-lt'fhe ,old cul"'riculum centered on specif i ,c know­
l edge, skill., and habits resolving into 
divided subjects .,. facts to be memorized, ar ... 
ranged ,, and pigeon-holed for future use. 

' 
ll• The new, curric ,ulum must set forth dynamic ob• 

,j eetiv·es inherently related to li:f e as a process 
and to natural useful learning. Th.at is it must 

l. Teach in t e rrt1S of growing ,, 
-2. Tee.eh tor use·,. not f's.ct, 



25 1940 
3. Build n winter sts on pre•ent interests. 
4. Tosch elf-government and direction in 

thinking and actin. 

c-"The old m· thod lacked interest, - n.o 1 he sees the 
need and is intere ted in learning . 

d · " e must help the youth to gro into intelligent, 
s lf- sup orting, self- directin members ot a 
cultured group to join ith others in making a 
nation." 

Aocord in to a survey made by c • • Scott, present 

uperintend nt of schools in Com.anch County, in conneC•· 

tion with his io~k on his aster ' s Degree from A. & M. 

College ,. e baTe the f'ollo i information . Out of l~O 

three-and.four-teacher, four-year high schools in Oklahoma 

the follo ing cou~ses, offered in the number of schools 

given, are listed belo • 'very one of the schools offered 

algebra. geometry, Oklaho a history and four years of 'nglish. 

109 - . •• History 
94 - General Soi enoe 
81 - Jlzy'sical Geography 
72 - Commercial Geography 
66 - Biology 
63 - ~nglish History 
47 - Psychology 
41 - Publ ic Speaking 
28 - Latin I 
' '3 • Lat in II 
~.3 - Bpanieh l 
18 - Spanish II 
18 • Commercial Law 
14 - Home conomics I 
13 - ncient Risto y 

13 ... Physics 
8 • Business Rngl ish 
4 - Bookkeeping 
3 - Agriculture 
3 - Yusie 
2 - Typing 
l • Fr e Hand Drawing 
l - anual Ti-aining 
l - Zoology 
1 - Botany 
l - Chemistry 
l - Shor th.;od 
l - French 
l - pelling & Pen~..anehip 
l - Occupations · 

Is it not a p i y that some of the time spent on • & • 
history. L tin, S anish, algebra, geon:.etry and other subjects 

ight not have been used to better advantage? Could not 

many of ·these cour es have been omitt ed and . l].9:w~a _ he 
:. :; ... ; . ~ - .. _ ... . ; •... "... 

students to have us d tb ... t time to grQcW , .to '4ev~lop . into -.,·.: 
• f ,. , L ! e e o;, : e .,1 '"., • _,• -

- • • • • llo • • r • • 

. . . ... . . ... ' 

! ; . : .•.: .: \ - ~ : ,· .. : : . .. .. . .. . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 
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will ·,1e ever get our cme ioot, out of tb.e oxcart of cdu• 

cation and build a syatcm1 thbit will .k-fH.:f pace ·with. our 

·1. l ,., t·1. l e1 socio ogica. · arm 1r.ous ria a1rp ane, 
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CHAP'l' bli IV 

OCCOPATIO AL STUDY 0~ THJ DISTRI CT 

hi district is a consolidated rural district, 

made of ix ordioary eize districts and one large moun­

tainous district containing about eighteen s quare miles . 

It li es along the eouth foot hills of the· iohita oun-

tains, west of Lawton .,. and east of Scyder . 

The table below shows the occupations i nto which the 

students,, (graduates and those dropping out of h h school) 

have entered. 

T IE IV 

OCCUPAT I ONS IN ICH THE :mops AND THO 
~1 r1I SHI NG HlGU S CHOOL AR.J: NO GAG :r.,· . 

Occupation 
Farming 
Live on farm, no 

occupation 
Housewife 
Hired houso work 
Day laborer 
Electrician 
Inc. c. Camp 
Baking 
Clerical work 
In college 

urse training 
avy 

Deceased 
ork at fill .station 

Truck driver 

1933 1934 1935 1930 1937 1938 --- -- ._.__..,. _._._, ._.._ -----
5 6 4 7 4 2 

4 
4 
1 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
l 
l 
0 
0 
l 
l 

6 
4 
3 
5 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
1 
l 
l 
l 

2 
3 
l 
5 
0 
2 
1 
l 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 

4 
4 
4 
5 
0 
0 
0 
0 
l 
l 
0 
0 
0 
l 

4 
6 
0 
0 
1 
1 
0 
0 
3 
0 
l 
0 
0 
1 

a 
2 
2 
l 
0 
l 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
l 
l 
0 

l'.Otal 

28 

28 
23 
11 
19 

1 
4 
1 
2 

11 
2 
2 
2 
3 
6 
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I gathered this inform .tion by personal interview 

with the ind.i idual cone rned or eome ember of his fam­

i ly . Those 11 ted as 'F rming• actually do farm labor 

and i n most i nstances em to have p rt or all o he 

r e ponsibility of managing the f rm. T ose list· d as 

~Livin on farm, no occupation' are, in most cases, 11v• 

ing i n the house hile th land 1 nted or orked by 

other. Bent for t he country houses rao ee from l. lo 

5. per month; which 1 much cheap r than house rent i n 

to · n. 

Those girls in their own homes , or orking in an-

. other• home often ar very w steful nd not able t plan 

balanced mcale and, i f trying to ork for others , cannot 

hold j ob. 

Day laborers work at gins in eaaon , plow or spade 

g rd ns , ke or r eps ir f nces, dig ditche for water pips, 

do crude types of carpenter ,o~k. etc. Tbe on electrician, 

livi ng in the county, has ken a corre pondeoce course and 

tries to get ork wiring houses or repairing radios, t ele­

phones , irooe , e tc. Thos in the c. c. C .p, Of cou s • do 

ny Job a igoed to them; work is usually in some line of 

for stry or fence making. 

The bake r learned his trade as an apprentice to anoth­

er baker. The t o boy doing clerical work are both boy 

ho gre up i n the neighborhood ad ere giv n preference 

over others because o~ close family fri ndshi p or kinship. 
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Of those atteodin college all but four have gone to 

the two-year junior college at Lawton and stopped when, 

or even before. they finished . Of the four going on to 

colle e, on girl finished at Stillwater as Home ·conomica 

· ajor, one girl took up a cour e io the 11 Comptometer 

School" at Oklahon:a City , ono boy fini hed at o. u . in 

commercial work , and one boy is no enrolled as a fresh­

man, at Stillwater , and is fairly certain of continuing 

hi ork. 

o g irl entered nurses training after finishing 

high school and are now graduate nurses . 

One boy nrolled in the Navy after graduation , and 

anothe r after t o y ars in high school. :Both seem to 

like the work and are doing w 11. 

Three boys work t f 1lling stations owned or managed 

by a fath r or older brother. 

Highway ork and a sand it in then ighborhoorl 

provide trucking Jobe for aix of the boys . 

The i n!ormati on in Table V, o.n the following page, 

I obta ined by a pe :taonal study of th community nd to n, 

and by study of ocou ations of par nts or guardian, filled 

in 'by students on their enrollment cards. The table plain• 

ly shows what occu ations can be follo ed by those who 

remain in the co unity and hat are t he ir probabilitie , 

of going i nt o the different lines. 



T IE V 

OCCUPATIONS Off ADULTS 
IN THE R ES R3PR .!.'1S...,!:JT ,in I OUR HIGH SCHOOL 

Housewives 89 
Farmers 69 
Da.y laborers 44 
Teachers 15 
Mercha nts and clerks 1~ 
Stock raisers 9 
Truck drivers 9 
Boarding housekeepers 4 
illing Sta. operators 4 

Hired housekeepers 4 
Garage workers 3 
Blacks iths 3 

oad orkers 3 
Dairy work rs 3 
Postal service 4 
Laundry orkers 3 
Cate workers 2 

Telephone operators 
Officers of law 
Railro d employees 
Gi rmers 
B rbers 
s .eamstresa 
Banking 
Beauty operators 
Truck farming 
Physicians 
Govt. Indian Agent 
··1ect rician 
Pool hall anager 
Beal estate de l rs 
.Produce buyer& 
School janitors 
inistere 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
l 
l 
l 
l 
l. 
l 
2 
l 
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ost. of the youth of past years have stepped int.o the 

beaten path o the parent and often are v ry little, if any 

above the pare1t in many y •. The abstract material of 

school clays had no significanc in the shaping of the1t 

lives, homes, or ork. 

This is a fair eample of the district, except that it 

does not include any o! the poverty stricken section known 

a Tent own, which, acoordiog to census shows about one 

hundr d dults, fe of whom have or . ill accept ny occupa­

tion other than sleeping and eating ( 1f food is provided for 

them). During cotton picking seasoo hey ill pick enough 

cot on to get a little money for enuff, tobac:-co, or drink, 

since thee are not provided by the government . 



There ar a nu .ber of Indian families who live on 

th ir government land b11t usually lease it out to hite 

farmers or stockmen. The exican families. about teo in 

number, do sha~ crop farming. 
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rom the occupations of patrons and students it can 

readil y be seen that a smaller percentag of these students 

t ha n of most city high schools will uae th college prep r­

tory ork, and others are sadly in need of courses to en­

lighten them 1n home. community, t te, and n tional 

citizenship. They need instr11ction in the live which they 

re to live more than they need to now about the lives of 

dead authol's • painters , etc. They need to be taught how to 

buy e onomically. t eir food and clo-tht-ng. 

Otten these women will buy ready made• cheap silk 

dresses hieh cannot be laundered hen the same oney would 

buy terial to make four nice,, washable dresses which would 

lest a full se son. They have not, however, learned to sew 

and f w own se ing machines.. They pay one dol1ar for a 

child's dres heo. tho dollar would buy materia1 for t o 

garments. Shoe , half- soled at the proper time cost seveoty­

fi e cents, b\lt negl ct of this ca.uses the person , 1n a very 

a 1ort t 1me t o need new shoes , wh ich cost mucb more than half• 

sols. 

If these people re t ught to eep the fur ni t \J re. 

doors, indows and fence in r t'air, the home would be 

mor comfortable, more healthful nd certainly better 
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looking. enches would look much better than boxes. If 

t e inges or latche were kept repaired the doors and 

gates would last much longer. Glass for a window does 

not cost uch, bu.t tew kno how to put 1 t into the frame. 

It linoleums are properly cared far , their usefulness is 

d ubled at only the expense of a little varnish. 

he e people could be taught to repair or make over 

clothes at a great saving. Kany useful articles can be 

ade from feed sacks. If the girls knew mater ials and 

colors they could buy to much greater dvantage. They 

could be taught to use stra ,. chicken-feathers, or cot• 

ton to fill bed ticke or p illows. wai-m covers can be 

mad from old coats. 

e should impr as the fact on those people that care 

and teed !or cows and chickens will pay for t hemselves in 

lk, butter, eggs and meat . Kachinery whi ch is kept 

oiled and cared for lasts longer. Ku ch of the building 

of sheds• barns and even the houses could be done by the 

on r instead of using hired labor, if the oner knew how 

ton: asure, figure, and cut th lumber . Sometimes good 

buildin ston is plent iful but lack of knowledge prevents 

its use . 

Canning or reserving of foods costs little hen the 

truit and vegetables are in season and pre~ents buying 

wb n. th food is out of season and high. One dollar buys 
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only t lo of br-esd but doll r' orth of th io-

i t:at fh,C e ry. a e t lea t fifteen lo ve t ond 

"IJ ing t e ool r on _ha, th fire u t. be ep goin 

ny y . Rome mad: bre can be T-a b tt t h n baker' 

b.r d 1 ook 1 1 n.t ~re tcd in doing o. any t sty 

he lt ul di ha C n be de fr ch r cut or 
an ch a:, l' V et ble 1:r tim and int re t is 

(:_1 ed . 

In l rgc f ili ... 1t ould e rtainly pay it one em• 

b r .. uld l rn to cut nd et hair. 1th hair ~ut at 

~ o 50 cent a 1ec .d et at 5 to 75 cents, the 

s i a r on o h r equipm nt could oon b id f'or. 

To o boys C n o·ten hav ste dy work on lawn or 

g rdett if they o n good mo· r rid ho and have the 

no l g 0 ho the r sh uld be don. Any one h te 

to y to ve ya d mo ed in st~eak or it.h fringe 

at tht. eoce o lk'a edge. Th boy y al o get Jobs 

waehin or ~oli hing cars pto 1ding they do od job. 

In to n boy d nice g den atcb, irrigated ith 

w ter ich h d b e nu d tow h c r. Re mad living 

or him lf. hi moth r nd on 1st r, rom th c r wa h -

ing n the garden pot hich s vacant fifty-foot lot 

hath u ea providing he t don th wed. 

All occu ational o t d ork tau ht in th chool 

houl de vi al ~ !it in it into the loc l !i ld. 
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Students should study tho garden products and crop of 

this section, the ina eta, eeds , and birds common to 

the community, nd natural resources of this region. If 

stud ,ents eee how to f i d ano a t,ly knowledge of this 

section thy can use the sa e method in le rning of 

another, should they move to another state. 

A knowledge of several occupations may prevent 

drifting to find an asy one. Th student should learn 

that, even though the other grass may appear greener, at 

th root it is just as bard and dry as the one at which 

he has been orking. In many occupational schools the 

machinery, methods, and teachers are eo far behind that 

the educa.tion i& of little value, after all . 

Home economi cs -courses should be made practical in­

stead of theoretic 1. .Faocy cooking and ewing hould 

not puah out the real ork of learning to choose the 

right material. patt rn, color and then being able to 

cut, make, nd fit the garment . undry methoas,choioe 

of oap and starch are also v luable pieces of infor a ­

t ion or every girl . 

Since almost half the coat of living goes for food• 

every person should kno how to choose healthful, whole­

some, yet r asonably priced food ad to prepare from it 

ta.sty, nourishing dishes for balanced diet . Ty es of 

food or cooking for different gee , occupations, and 
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health conditions of individuals is also valuable infor­

mation to any housekeeper. 

If our girls are taught successful economical ways 

of doing the work it need not be a drudgery. Attractive, 

clean, comfortable homes take less work than do the un­

kept ones. C re of refuse and yard take very little 

ork if treated correctly. The farm home may be just as 

attractive and al ost as convenient as the city home. 

There ay be more original expense in making the farm 

home modern and convenient but leas running expenses . 

After the machinery and equivment is installed there are 

no el ctric, water or se age bills to pay. 

Since 721, of all girls or omen beeome mothers or 

have the ca.re ot children, the study of child-care and 

training should be part of anotb r course but it ha 

work enough to be put into a fl ld of its o n. Thi 

training,&~ w 11 as all types o! house-keeping, should 

be started l;)arly in school life since the lower type of 

i ndividual, .nd the one who has lea t chance of gett·ng 

any of 1t at home, makes the arliest marriage. and 

drops out of school from the fourth to the ninth gra.de. 

our age law prohibits employment of any one below 

the age of sixteen,. therefor, it would: b better to be ... 

gin teaching most occupations about the age of fourteen 

years. Occupational ork should not be so oar row or spe ... 

eialized that the student is helpless outside of that one 
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ct. ork 1 

cannot learn 

necessary in any occup tional course; one 

o swi:rr. by reading the book or he ring ·the 

l "'oture . In fact, until the t,ork has been introduc d 

ther 1& little value in either book or lecture. There 

i 11 tl opportunity for laboratory work in the real 

field 1n a rural co uni y, bu.t with an active, wide-

a ake teach r n:uch can be done i n the way ot farm or 

garden xperience. m chanic • shop and r pair .vork. 

According to natio al census of 1930 1 ninety-five 

per ceot o the or ing opula loo were _nga din in­

dust ie as follo ~, 13,000,000 farmers, 10,000,000 

mechanics or fac·~ory handa , 3,500 1 000 trades en, 

2 ,500 , 000 traosporta ion service men, 19,000,000 home 

makers, against 5 i n professional ;-·ork or 1 1 750,000 

in all; lawyers, ph,yoieions, clergymen , civil eervice­

men , e ineers and teachers. 

This sbow that the chances are 95 to 6, or 19 to l 

t hat a stud nt ill be in one of the occupatiooa instead 

of a profession. This should be of value to hi in k­

ing his choice of vocation. The time and cost of 

preparation may a1so help to dete~mine his choice. 
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CHAPT...,R V 

SUGG.-:S1' IONS ~,O.R A EW CURRICULUU 

The most important thiog in setting up a cuxriculum 

is to kno the community which the school is to serve. 

Ta.ble and discussion provided i n Chapters !II and I 

give a thorough over-view of the dis rict. its people, 

occupations and poasibili ties.. !able VI, on the follo ing 

page . shows hat has been our curt iculum and Table III 

hoe the failures in each subject. If there were enough 

demand far coll ge preparatory cou:r ea, they should be 

t au ht but the ork as hole should be for the majority 

and should be ver.y practical courses beth r or not they 

were listed in the state course of study. 

The school should be kept accredited and a member ot 

North Central Association if this did not prevent the 

teaching of thoee things needed by the majority , but the 

first consider tion in selecting work should be, 'Is it 

useful to the lives of these people?~ 

The Sven Cardinal Principles of Education , as given 

by the atioaal .Ed ucational A sociation are: 

1. astery of Tools and Spirit of Learning 
2 . Vocational and .E conomic Effectiveness 
3. Citizenship and orld Goodwill 
4. orthy Home Membership 
5. 1se Use of Leisure Time 
6. Health and Safety 
7. Ethical Character 



Subject , , grade Cre2it !933 1934 1935 1936 193119~ 1939 
ngl ish l 9 2 x x x x x x x 

~ngl iah l :t 10 2 x x x x x x x 
American Literature 11 & 12 2 - x • x - x • 
nglish Literature ll & 12 2 x • x • x ... x 
usiness Engl i sh ll & 12 l x x x x • - • 
ublic Speaking 11 & 12 2 • • • • x x x 

Oklahoma Hlotory 9 l x x x x x x x 
•».History 10 2 x x x x x x X 

American Uietory 11 & 12 2 • x • x • x • 
nglish History ll & 12 2 x - x • x - • 

Oklahoma Civics 9 l x x x x x x X 
rob. Dem. ll & 12 2 • • x • x ~ x 

Generel Science 9 2 x x x x x • • 
Commercial Geography 10 l x x x x ~ • • 
Fbysical Geograph;y 10 1 x x x x x • • 

1ology 11 2 x x x x • x x 
Home Eoonomica l 9 2 x x .x x x x x 
Home Economic& II 10 2 - • x x x x x 
Composite Mathematica 9 2 • ... ... • - x x 
Algobra O now 10 2 x x x x x • x 
Geo:met.ry 10 2 x x JC x x x • 

uainesa Arithmet1o l l & 12 l x - x x • • • 
>sy chology 12 l x x .. • - • -. 

Sociology 12 l x • x - - • • 
Typina 11 & 12 2 - • • ... x x x 
Shorthand ll & 12 2 - - - • x x x 
Bookkeeping 12 2 • - - • • • x 

conomioo ll & 12 l x % - • • • -
Voc.Agricultu:r o I 9 2 - '!- - ... • x x 
Voe. Agriculture ll 10 2 • • - - - • x 

'oc. Agriculture Ill ll 2 • ... • • .. • x 
Theory Agricultu~o ll 2 x x • x x • • 
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It should be poe ibl tor a boy or girl to fi nish 

chool, and even though he could not. go on to college be 

ight have the coveted high school diploma o o 

description. 

There should be in high chool, as well as in the 6th, 

'7th nd 8th g.radesy a gui ance individual hose duty it ia 

to talk ind 1 id ually a d Qoll cti vely to the group about 

choice of voe tion. Thi person should have a v ry broad 

t ield o learning so that he i ght iscuss intelligen.tly, 

any occu atione .. He ust be interesting and interested in 

boy nd g irl$. He must be able to see and discuss their 

social affairs and have their confidence. He must be a. 

co unity lad rand a le to see and help fill then ed of 

th"' community. Re mu t carry in his bead a tore ot ready 

i nfor at ion and kno ho and here to fin.a more . He must 

be a illin, ~heerful orker who oan adapt h imsel~ in any 

condition an~ ake people feel at ease 1n his presence. Re 

should h ve charge of an occu ational et.udy course which 

v ry boy nd girl in the t'reahl'.ll. n class should take. 

to the regular study course, there should be a full 

four year cour e of ho .. e economias. not a.ccording to the 

st"8te oouree s outlined, but one which ould really g ive 

the girls the things they need and have no chance to get in 

their homes. They may need to learn to beat eggs with a 

tor but very few will need to kno ho1 to handle an elec­

tric beater. They need to learn and practice making breads 
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il'lstea.d of spending t o days on breads and five weeks on 

ca es . They need practice. not t.hcory in planning and 

feedi fa ilie • day tter day . They need to get practice 

in child care and fir t aid. This ill not be simple ork 

and 111 .o cessitate much tim in planning as well as in 

carrying it out,. but it is a ost vital work .for the girls 

in the ent ire high school .. 

The plan is here outlined, as far s possible , with­

out taking the class itself and Norking on the d.aily sche­

dule. Classes would all m et in one- half- day sessions. 

Tbia 1ould give thorough time for concentr t1on on academic 

subject as well as opportunity to go into homes and put in­

to practice some of the things the girls n ed to know. 

There are al aye homea close around where thr ee to 

five girls could go and in one. half day do the eek ' e lauo­

dry, ironing, cleaning, clean rugs, make beds. cook and 

serve meals, do .general house cleaning, or care for children 

or sick (no ontagious diseaaee). They ·111 then see the 

different types of homes 11 conve.ni ncee, care of them or any 

other type ot work coming up . 

Later in t.he season, Yege tablea and fruits might be 

canned . A girl might work a half - day in a home, with the 

t~ache?> and employer working out her schedule of work and 

grade,. 

The same plan mi ht be ueed in sewing. There ar 

always towels. dish towels, aprons, curtains nd wash dresses 
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to be made and the girls might go i .o the home or even 

bring the gar · .... nt to the clas . to or-k. This would give 

the etudent exp rienee in trying to it o hers and con­

s'dering other eople'e ideas inate&d of just pleasing 

self and orking for a rade. 

chemes and effects, co ts of 

garm nt or articles. 

They oould compare color 

king and buying ready made 

Remaking a d end in garments should also be an im­

port nt part of their ork. Every girl should know how 

to m nd the l .. g or the :foot ot hose• how to match .stripes 

or figure in applying a pate ho to remodel a garment 

or ev n combine two old ones into one new one . 

In the occupational. cou~ e for boys , firet of all for 

this loeality, is a vocational agriculture course which 

a ould b made pr ctical by actual work. The boys might 

go out for half ... day at a time and actu.ally ork on their 

own (but better another•s) farm,, since parents a.re prone to 

shield and protect their own child but will report tacts 

concerning another• • They should learn what , when , here , 

how, and why to plant crops which will produc there; they 

should learn to harness and care for , as well a work,.ho.raes .. 

They need to kno ho to run and care for the :f'a:rm imple­

ments a d tractors used in the community. They should know 

how to select t.heir seed and ho to test them. They 

should koo how to care tor nd feed cattl , pigs• and 

chick ns. (Girls might w 11 know how to raiee and teed 



chickens or ho to milk cows and ca.re for the milk and 

milk roe ucts). 
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Repair of t nces, buildings •. machinery, and tools 

should be t ught rid mpbasized. There is no reason or 

e·xcuse for the dilapidated condition of many homea; it is 

juet a ark of careless shiftless neglect. 

Gardening should also be t aught and ncouraged with 

both boys and girls. If ther is po sible way of sup­

plying water there ia no reason why any garden should not 

be a ney .making ent rprise. Prope r handling of the 

water and soil, then .must be explained. Oft n some owner 

close by will donate a patch of land for a school garden, 

or better stil l, allo the boys to ork it for him. 

Ordinary sho work is an absolute necessity around 

a farm home and almost as necessary in town. It ie use­

less to allow a gate to sag when a little knowledge and 

time will brace it. It is senseless to call a plumber 

to put a n.ew wa-8hor in a faucet or an electrician to put 

in a new fuse plug . Filing a hoe see · simple, though it 

may be dulled instead of sharpened; whetting a knife is 

j uat as important,. 

pplying paint. varnish. etc., to floors 1 walls, wood 

work, or furniture. might be discussed to advantage since 

maey peop le do their own painting, if it is ever to be done_. 

pering a room is another job that many people attempt, 

therefore. pa ring and figuring paper c ould be studied. 
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In more ad anced courses stud nts mi ght tudy ter­

racing, damming, ilo building and costs, teeding rations. 

animal breeding, and a number of things that would be more 

valuable than some of our present courses,. 

The occypationa.l study course would present list 

of known occup tions and select from the group any which 

are comm.on to the community or in which some student i s 

especially interested. The list given here is merely 

suggestive as a start . 

1. Agricultures 
Farming 
Ji'orestering 
Gardening 
Stock Raising 
Fish Raising 

2 . ini n • • 
Op rators 
lliners 

3 .. Transport at iont 
Surveyors 
Clerical 

4. anufacturing1 
Ila nag er 
Ba.leers 
Builders 
Candy makers 
Cleaning Sho 
Jlech&nics 
Carpentry 
Firemen 
Jewelers 
Canning 

5. Trade .: 
Advertising 
Clel'ical 

Farm Labor 
rui.t Growing 

Lumbering 
Foul.try Raising 

echanics 

Drill rs 
echanice 

eoh nice 
ap makers 

Bookkeeper 
Bo iler makers 
But hers 
Dress makers 
Concrete work 
Engi neel'S 
lectrician 

Hose:ry making 
Laundrymen 
:Packing 

B okiog 
Collecting 

Dairy ing 
lorist ork 

Nu~sery ork 

uarry men 
Stone cutter 

Driv rs 
Stewards 

Clerical 
Book binders 
Cab makers 
.Designing 

oolen ills 
.Blacksmith 
EngraTera 
Inspectors 
Soap making 
xper iment ing 

Brok re 
Deliverymen 



6. Publics rvice: 
La.wyere 
- ater Engineers 
Light house men 

ail Clerke 
Army men 
Tele hon operators 

7. Professional Service, 
Doctors Clergymen 
Lawyers 

s. Domestic and erson l ~erTioot 
Governe s Secret ries 

9. Cler-ical Occupationai 
Auditors Cashiers 
Filing Clerke Office boys 

•• eter readers 
Navy men 

Teachers 

aids 

Typists 

After selections had been made an intensive study or 
one v·ry common occupation should be made by the entire 

class s:o they may see bow to approach the ork or what method 

to uee in studying 1t. Then each tudent should study at 

l aet two occupations possible fer himself. These will, more 

than 11 ely be some h&t related if he has a special interest. 

A su gestive study lan is given here. 

Part I. iupil and school 
l . Difference between high school and grades 
2. Ne things to do and why 
3 . School as a commun i ty 
4. How to succeed in school 

Part II. Pupil and future 
l. After school. th next step 
~. people ork 
3. Interdependence ot orkers 
4. What may be learned about oocupat ions 
5. Duty ot working each occupation 
6. Responsibility of worker 
'7. Possibility ot workers. 
B. Li~itatioos of occupation 
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rt III. School nd !uture 
l. ·~ have high schools been rovided 
2. Kinds of training need d for ork 
3. Trainin o . .f'tered by school 
4. Next step in ducation or pr paration 

Individual study plan fo ninth and tenth grades, 

suggested by F. J. Alleo of Harv rd Univereity1 

IJllportance o! occupation to society .• 

B. List of orks done by per-son in occupation; outline 
of one full day. 

c. ain advantages of occupation. 
1. Service to humanity ?. Chance to advance 
2. Demand fo~ workers a. Steady work 
3. Duration of work 9. Interesting 
4. Personal associates 10. Chance to leatn 
5. oral conditions 11. Hours 
6. Health conditions 12. Vacations 

D. Disadvantages of each nam din C". 

ducation nee ssary, oth r training required, time, 
cost. 

F. Requirements for e~tering and succeeding. 

G. Original salary, increaees. 

1. · ffect of occupation on own 
1. Social lUe 
2. Civic welfare 
3. hysic 1 wol:t'are 
4. Recreation 
a. oral.s 

Individual study plan for e leventh nd twelfth grades, 

• Importance to eoci ty of occupation .. 

• AL in bra.nche ,. 

c. Iotereating and vitalizing, giving chance to learn 
new t hings or opportunity for iaiti tive and 
originality. 
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D • . Actua-1 t. sks of orker per day. 

R. Uninteresting routine. monotonous but with adequate 
comp nsatioo for same. 

11. ork1ng conditions atistactory. 
l. Good associates 4. Healthful 
2. Opportunity to dvanc s. Sanitary 
3. Pleasant work 6. Vacations 

G. Preparation, training oeed d. 

H. Row begin, kiods of ork lading to occupation, 
(where occupation led) 

I. ~ualiti sot character for succes& nd method of 
developing,. 

J. Demand for orkers. 

Does it secure good living. 

L. conomlc a.d ocial problem end standards • 

• Orgaoiz tions , unions, standards • 

• Bo, oo cu at ion regarded by public . 

o. Are workers usually good ci izens. 

P. Does ore loyee t ke part i n management or profits • 

• Doe firm protect mployee with 1nsuraaoe. 

a. Are lunch and rest rooms rovided. 

s. Doe firm have nsion system •. 

T. Does fir have medical att nti on. 

o. le thi~ ye r-round ork or eeasoo l. 

Studetits in unprogre eive communi tie have little 

chanee £or com ring sel.f with different type ot individ­

uals. Teets and norm.am y b provide aod the students may 

discuss and rate self and c panions; then compare these 



55 

rating ith norma. Tests on ubJect matter are often 

pro iaed and ay have some value but tests on intelli­

gence, accomplisbments, apt1tud, attitude, social at­

f"airs,. m oners , and many other tests will throw .more 

light on the personal ity to b studied. acb student 

should kno how h r~te and stands 1th hi felLow work­

er. Their f elings a.nd id as of him have mue-h to do 1th 

his success aod happiness . 

A study of community c ondit ions and family condi­

ti on often show T luable information in what to do or 

avoid doing to in friend.a, re pect, happiness and succes.s 

in many fields. All theee valuable civics l seon · 

sine they ertain to home, commu nity, and social relation-

ship. It may b am an of ma.ki good citizen out of 

ome ,one ho ould oth r ise have been wor-se than ' boil 

on th neck' to society. 

tbem tics work should deal directly it.h problems 

of life. Rave every possible problem brought in from 

homes or other d partments of chool. Bring actual problems 

tr om businee •merchant , banks, farms. ete. Figure the 

p per , p ,int or plaster nece sary for some home which is to 

be remodeled . Figur th cost of digging nd walling the 

cistern or cellar. 

tax probl s, these 

or 1th actual insurance policies and 

re re 1 and very vital. These problems 
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try, so et res the arithmetic. 

English coursea should be chiefly to teach these 
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people to express thems lves iotelligently in spoxen o~ 

written laneu~ge., Stress the use of words , - not grarunat ­

ioal rules pertaining to them. I£ h kno •s that he shall 

say '*The tree grew" , instead of "The tree growed , what 

need has h for th rule or reason1 It is much better 

th t be spend time learning ~o use the wore than to learn 

num.erous ?-ule and defini t lo oa hich he probably will not 

apply. He will read papers and magazine ·, but v ry few 

booke in his out-of•school life so he should learn to read 

and know how much to believe from thes, 1n his school lite . 

nalyzing sent nces in literature does not help in learning 

to like literature. ' e appreciate flowers , painting• etc., 

ithout dissecting them; possibly we could do the same 

with beautitul literature. 

If history is taught at all, it ahould be in the form 

of reading mate 1 1 and used as topics for di cuasion, so 

th -t the tudente ?tay learn to organize material and ex­

preos ideas in their o n wa,y. Ancient, odern, and English 

hi tory ould find little room in pxaotica.l curriculum as 

fu l l-time unit subjects. 

cience,biology, kl homa history and American history 

ould be presented in a practical a manner as possible. 
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Some part of neral science and biology mi ht be made 

very useful and velu bl • Sociology, community civics, 

citizenship, proble s of democracy. ould be emphasized 

and fitted into every possible xa le of the etudeot 's 

o c lie to establ i h proper attitu4es and relationships 

or bi inf ily an society. 

Comm rcial subj ots, - typing, shorthand, bookkee ... 

ing. etc.• hould be made praetic 1, nd not juet kept 

for cl.ass use. The stud ots should be s-nt out into some 

store or pl ee of business to do ome actual ,o:rk a early 

as possible. School correspondence .hould. be given to 

the student inate d o the teacher for typing; thus th 

stud nt sees that he mu t do satisfactory work. Some 0£ 

his re orts m y b required, typewritten. Cl se • athle­

tic a ... ociations and other chool organizat ione should use 

members of the booklce ping ~lass for their secretaries. 

et.hod of 'bookkeeping used in stores 1n the community 

are oft n inter sti n studies 

Spe ch couree may very valu ble or so technical 

that, to a high school student, they e~e useless. e 

hould not try to mak polished orator, stage dram tist, 

movie actor, or lyceum lecturer. should try to t each 

h to ex.ress him.self intellige t.ly in such oy thet he 

may i nform. persuade, o co vioce others that hia theory 

i an acae table one. 
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CHAJ?T , VI 

I should like to urge that all high chool admiuis-

rators ke a study o their curriculum, students, and 

community to se if the school is serv.ing the community 

or just "' very small part o1 its people. They should 

know if material is beio pr sented in a prac i eal use­

ful anner or in a cut-and-dried-fact manner. 

Schools hich hav fewer subjects should make every 

one of them count. I! a subject is not giving back re­

turns in earning po er, social relationship, or moral a.ad 

recreational tr ioiog it ahould be discarded a.t once and 

tL e time pent oo something hich will briog returns. 

· e are r aliziog more and more the difference in 

individuals nd th ir physical and mental cap cities, yet 

i n the smaller rural high schools we still try to prepare 

all stud nts for t.heir maey diffel'ent oecupa.tions or life 

by exactly the same process . This. I believe, is not 

only a loss o tie and energy but is an injustice to the 

stu ent , teacher , .and tax. p yer . 

Stat dep rtmenta s hould mak investigations and 

send out. bullt!t i n.s dvising th typ of ,ourz-iculum aui t .. 

able to certain comm_uniti a. Otten people in the commun• 

ity are not capable of sel et ing th ir course and 
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teacher · ill t a~h hat is eaay to tea~h, by the easiest 

method . Info ation ooncerni ng occupational tudies and 

coure e could be used and appreciated by .any progressive 

school administrator. 

agazines and newspapers should carry educational 

art icl ea and inform.at.ion a to hat can be and is 'being 

done in the occupational fi ld in progressive achoola. 

ducational Journals are full of th se articles but ooq 

teachers and superintendente have access to these maga­

zines. If these articles end editorials were given 

space i n magazines and newspapers which are read in the 

average home the people would haTe something to think 

about. This might cause th m to want more practical 

courses for their children. 

1ur educators should all help to spread the 

propag nda that •Schools Shall Serve• . 
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