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PHEF CE 

~any changes are taking place today in the clothes 

which the pe,ople of the more remote diatrio·cs of praotically 

all countries in Europe have, until comparatively recent 

times,, kept the e for generations. Fabric made by 

modern looms are fast rep1acing the cloths woven by skill

ful fingers in modest cottages; maohine made laces and em

broideries are within the reach or the inhabitants of the 

t:1ost remot,e mountain hamlets ,, where formerly designs and 

patterns for these decorations had been cherished inf .111 s 

or parishes for many years. Modern aniline dyes have lmost 

entirely displa,ced the native dyestuffs fom rly gathered 

and prepared by ta.m11y industry .• 

The barriers responsible for class distinction in dress 

are gra :ually breaking down and d oeraoy in dress as in 

other phases of nationa1 life is coming to the fore . The 

peasant g.irl strives to look as much as possible like her 

cousin who lives 1n town. and usually only on festival 

oeeas1on8 does the peasant now display tho traditional dress 

which has been orn for generations. 1 

The headdress is perhaps the most distinctive article 

of the peasant costume and this tudy of the different types 

worn 1n the Central E.'uropean nations as :made 1th the view 

of thering descriptions and illustrations of the very 1n

teresti headdresses to be fo'l\lld in that r gion. 

1 Jary · ans, Costume Thr.oughout the Ages, p . 191 . 
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The nat1ona and provinces mentioned in this stud:1 

are on the basis or boundaries set up at the end of the 

World ,ar in 1918 and prior to the invasion o.f A ustr1a by 

Oe ny- in lf>38. 
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A STUDY OF P SAUT HEADDRESS IN GERMANY 

AND CENTRAL EUROPE 

Chapter One 

GEI r. ff 

1'he colorful costumes or rural Germany are symbolic 

of traditions centuries old. Though today Germany is one 

or the most highly industrialized and highly mechanized 

countries 1n Europe, there are scores of peasant communities 

here the old eosti.nnes are still orn, particularly on 

pecial festival occasions. Am.ong the most impressive of 

these is the harvest .festival at Beuckeburg in northwestern 

Germany which is attended by thousands of peaae.nts.l 

An interesting euokebur peasant headdress 1s a low 

eap closely embroidered witb gold or black pearls, with a 

vel"Y broad starched ribbon which stands away :fr.om the cap 

like a pair o:f wings. A correspondingly broad ribbon ties 

under the ch1n.2 (Plate lb) 

The close1y pleated mantle, gathered in with velvet, 

worn by the women 1n Sehwelm. northwestern Ge ;any, 1s 

de or bl.aek woolen mate 1al and is used as a mourning 

garb . Upon the loweri.ng of the coffin, the om.en con<~eal 

their faces completely undel' the mantle.3 

1 Leon Daniel, "Photogr phs by Schall . n ·rravel J;,agazine, 
LXVII (May, 1936), P• 18. 

2 Hans Retzla£~, Deutiohe 

3 Ibid , P• 31. 

erstrachten, p. 63. 



Retzls.t.:f\" Hane,. D&utiehe Bauerntraohten. 
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The d1atingu1shing sign of the respectable young 

woman 1n the region of S1ebenburg-8a%ony 1n Treppin" north

western Germany •. 1s the "Borten° -- a black velvet cylinder 

which is open on top . Brlgbt colored ribbon.a are attached 

at the back and hr.u1g down over the shoulde,:,s. (Plate la) 

In llessen Nassau, a.lao in northwestern Germany" a. 

round. box-like afi"e;ir, probabl.y three inches in diameter 

and less in height. 1s perched on top of the head with 

streamers talling do,m the side. Oolorfu:1 he.ad shawls are 
4 

also used,. 

In the Thur1ng1a Forest. Central 0-Qrmany. the heaad

dress is a bonnet ith puffings of' ribbon,·- sometimes 

intemingled with feathers and lace,, --across the front 

and many long streamers of wide ribbon. falling at the back 

below the hips. This headdress does not interfere with the 

wewing of: long gold e.ar-rings as do so many o:f the ca.pa.a 

Peasant headdresse,a tire promine,nt 1n Silesia,, in the 

eastern saetion or the nation, and tha shoulder collar ma;y 

be a continuation ot the ruffled white eap. They are tied 

under the ehin with heavy embro1dored silk r1bbon,. which 

has broad ends banging down smoothly to the knees . 6 

The most s-triki.ng feature in the dress fl-om the 

4 Macy Evans, Costume Throughout the Agee, p. 216. 

5 Ibid, P• 214 . 

6 Retzlaff, op. <lit.,. P• 121., 
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district of Oohesenfurt. south st rn Germany, is the pe-

culiar coiffure . Two broad br ids ar oven out of from 

t elve to fift en strands of hair, and are then placed on 

the back of the head g1v1n th appearance of a cap. 

In the var! n Alps both kerchiefs and hats ar u ed 

as head coverings. The reh1&fs may be arranged in a great 

variety of ays . The bl aok or green felt hats worn 1n 

Sehliersee are sim11ar to those worn by tho men; the one 

common to the neighborhood ot J chenau has a high ~ straight 

crown draped with green ribbon and enlivened with me.tallio 

tassels on the right -hand s1de . 7 

The Vendish women of the Spreewald, near Berli.n , wear 

headdresses that are often to and one-half feet ide 8 

They may be made of printed or white t r1al measuring 

slightly over yard square . Th~s square is folded into a 

triangle and placed on the head sot t the center point 

hangs down the back of the neek with two ends :from the side 

knotted at the back of the head but under the han 1ng 

point . 9 S e of these squares of terial are embroidered 

nd others are edge with :fringe . 

The costumes 0£ the 1 ck •orest in southwestern 

Ger ny vary roughly with the co~orma.t1on of' the land nd 

7 Evans . op . cit ., P• 215. 

a r1"'iet eithmann, "Strobeck , Home of Chess . ", 'lbe 
lational Geogr ph1c az1n , LDC (May, 1931) , p . 645 . 

9 Evans, op . cit . , P• 213. 
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there are generally only a 1ght i ifferen:ces between those 

orn in the several village of a valley. The tra.ditiona1 

local costume is still orn on Sundays and holidays and the 

women enjoy a variety of headdreee .. 10 

In . d&nese nauer,. a strip of land along the Rhine• 

.rried men etand no chance of being mistaken for bachelors, 

for their hats of black felt are turned up in front while 

those of the single men: · re turned down. and on the wedding 

day flowers are worn on tho bridegroom's hat . In the winter 

the Hauensteiner ears a fUl" cap ith a velvet orown instead 

of the hat . Another type of headgear is a eap of Phrygian 

shape, gaily striped in red and white., which is se.en along 

the Rhine valley and as far inland as the Preohtal and 

Renohtal .• , 

'lhe narried woman 1rears an enormous bow or black ribbon. 

with fringed ends,. wh1ch ie posed on top o:f the head almost 

hiding the real cap ·which has shrunk to a. all pointed 

crown heavily embroidered with gold thread . She eoil.s up 

her h ir behind this erection, while the girl wears hers in 

two long plaits decorated 1th streamers of black ribbon. 

Hanauerla.nd. the low fertile district betwen the Rhine 

river and the mountainous part of th Forest , is the section 

in which the bow is worn as the headdress .. In the vill.e.ge 

o:r Offenburg (P1a.te 2a) there is merely a very bro d black 

10 ¥.athleen nn, Peasant Cost\mle in Europe, Vol. 1, p . 66 . 
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t-1b'bon tied armmd the head and into a bow 1n front; while 

1n Mar~affer1n ( Plate 2b} a. long stiff :ribbon bow is worn 

on ·the crown 01" the head and frron&d in silk :fringes .falling 

to the mioulders . 

In .::lulheim (Plate 2e} a double atif.t"ened bow and short 

fringes are worn; and in Stauffen ( Plate 2d) the unmarried 

gir1s wear a ribbon looped under tlut plait behind and tied 

into a bow in tr-0nt . T:b:e matron wears a ribbon oa.p with an 

emb:roi<l&red erown and a large bow 1n front. (Plate 2e) The 

unmarried girl of Rottweil wears her hair in two plaits wi.th 

large bov,s of ribbon tied at the ends .• (Plate 8:t) 

Tho eos.tume of' the pea.sant in the Rencht:al distr1et, 

Wb1oh rune sou th-east tro:in the valley ,of the Rhine,, is very 

simple and gs.ins ohal"m moro f'rom line and c.oloza than. from 

any display of ornamentation. The maiden wears a str.t\w hat 

which 1s: e.x:tremely ehallow and balanced on her head in an 

unattraet1ve manner.- For ornament it has seven large 

shawJ pompona of' red wool. "With yellow and green centers. 

Four of these are plastered on the crown and the other 

tb:ree: are attaohed to the baek or the br.im. 'I'he cap of' the 

married woman consists of n band of pieot-edge.d,, wat.ered 

ribbon around the head, and forming a bow in front I the ends 

of which fall back over the plain crown •. 11 T':ae men ot 

this valle1 .. wear a bl"oad-br1mrned blaok beavGr hat on Sun ... 

days and 1n summer; otherwise a fur eap is :more usual, ov 

11 Dora w. Pettigrew,, Peasant Oostunu.:, of the Blaek Forest,. 
PP• 20,, 78., 



Pt.ATE 2 

a . Oi"tenburg b . l arkgra~fer1n 

c . mlhe1m d . Stauffen 

e . Stautten f ., RottweU 

Pet t igrew~ D. • Peasant Costume of t he Black 1orest • 
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one of Phrygian pe. 

The village of Schutt ald lies bet een th Rhine 

river · nd the mountains, near Of'f'enburg. The eostum orn 

by the women there is a particularly gracefUl one. Theo p, 

like the one typical ,of Hanauerland. has a P- ked erown and 

a blao. ribbon boW in front; but in this ease the bow 1 

quite . a11 and l . p,. whlle th crown has own o.nd is 

agnificiontly banded 1th scarlet, yello1, and green. 2 

In fe other places o fa:r• noz.th a Garmany do straw 

ts form eueb an inter sting and iport nt feature of the 

co tume. Thos from Hornberg, between Gutach and Triber 

1n th north central part of t e l•'orest, are of hi te straw, 

quite plain, except for the four groups of small oolen 

pompons, red or black ccordi11g to the s ingle or married 

state. After the , 1rl is married she must ear bl ck p 

pons on her h t . The one worn at Lehengerieht in the 

Kinzigtal district ia yellow n has in ddit1on to the 

traditional oolen balls a network of fine black straw 

around the crown and bl ck ruohe enoircl!ng the top and 

fo ing a cross. 'l'hos.e se n in the Glot tertal are of 101•e 

ea.rable d.1.mensiona . One has loops of colored ribbon coming 

fro the center or the erown, and held down by a circle o 

11 wh1t flowers; and another has a br bound 1th 

ribbon nd a feather rlain from the ck of the cro n. 

They both b ar lo stre er of ribbon floating behind. 

12 Ibid, P • 26. 
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The bat orn by the Hausbergen woman 1s hite , and has 

around the top of the crown a blue ruehe with mnall pink 

f lowers set 1n it. A pleated ribbon in the form of a fan 

covers halt ot the top, and ruffles and a rosette of the 

e trim the f'ront and b ok respectivel y . 

ln the far northeastern rt of the Forest at Freuden-

stadt, the hat is white and its om 1ents are all 1n black. 

pl oate ribbon is worn around the shallow crown with orna

ments of black ribbon at the back of the brim. 

Close by, in the province of Rotenberg. the cap orn 

by the women has a broad band of stitched ribbon dipping 

over the forehead ,- the crown of da.rtnsk or figured velvet, 

and it has a bo in the back 1th stroruners whioh tie under 

the chin. The hats a~e of hite lacquered stra , the top 

of the crown 1 covered with a flat rosette of ribbon and 

nc1reled by a s~lk ruehe ; nd 1t sides have 

coarse net over them, on hleh are spaeed six 

sort of 

all red 

·ool ponpons. Three mu-ch lar ,er red pompons are b ls.need 

on ~he back of the brim j and oonnecte with the general 

scheme of aecoration by thr e black oorda. 13 

ne of the prettiest types of h address worn on the 

,'urtte. berg side of the Black Forest 1 the nhalo" . T'ney 

are of closely oven threads on wir , gol d or ilver for 

the girl, and black for tho older woman. A frill of white 

muslin is worn around the faee and up tho back where there 

13 Ibid,- P• 36. 



is a bow a.net streamers ot broad ribbon. 

The Schram.berg bat., in the northeastern part ·of the 

Forest , ~s always bla~k. The bonnet part is or velvet whieh 

t.i&s under the ebin · i th p1not-edged ribbons, while the ran
shaped °halott 1s made of stiffened net which stands out 

quite flat and is bound ,vith broad velvet ribbon. The little 

er-own is embroidered wi.t.h met.al threads and sequins., ,and 

the .tour wide pteoes .or moirce ribbon fall in uneven lengths 

to the waist. behind.-

The Sohapbachtal eostum.e ie very interesting even 

though it :ts. a sober one. Today the cap is made of black 

watered ribbon. with two flat loops brought forward fr.om 

the top ot the erown, and a little aye~veil .or st1f'.fened 

net . The e:rown is or black velvtit, embroidered with silver 

thread and sometimes a few colored sequins are used ., The 

designs us.&d for thi.s eireumecribed. eltape are always satis

ractory and decorativa.14 

s. G-eorgen in Wurttemberg, east central section of the 

Forest!J has one of" the moat beautiful costt:unea in that re

gion ., F'..aeb. component garment ha.s e:ha.raoter and charm, and 

the whole effect is one of sober richness. The Hippe ls 

the headd:N·u:1s peculiar to the village and is ol"n impar

tially~ Roman Catholics and Protestants . It consists. of' 

a . band of stit-Ohed blaek ri.bbon. broudit low over the fore• , 

hea.d and giving way at the back to a erown of quilted vel

vet or broc:.uide. Ther:e are thre.e pairs of r-1bbons attached 

14 Ibid , P• 52. 
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to it. one pair tyi under tho chin, the ne.xt falling down 

the back where they ro ab and ankle-length streamer, 

and the thil"d, muoh narrower and shol'ter, making a small 

bow on the back of the crown. The ribbons are pioot- edged 

and re also used to decorate the hair h1ch is worn down 

in two plai.ts.15 

The marriage crown is on 0£ the :moat interesting head

dresses worn by the peasant. The Schappel , worn in s. 

Georgen is a small crown of metal and :metal wire, into whioh 

are inset jewels of s 1 ... preoious stones,. a.s , and mirr<>l"' . 

Common things are used precisely the sBll1e way as is the 

lovely 11 chu h ad.dresses, with regard only fo:r- their f-it

ness and beauty, nd not f'or their commercial value . The 

bush which sp:r,1ngs fr-om this er-own is also on a frame of 

ire, but completely co.vered w1 th le ves • .flowers,. and 

fruit# each full of' or1g1na11ty an the loving patience of 

tho maker 1hether they be of real pearls, false pearls, 

glass , paper, or silver, the effect is always in perfect 

harmony . Some or these bridal crowns are centuries-old 

family heirlooms, but they are still being made in the more 

remote villages. They are of an ense weight, and are 

aeeured to the head by broad l'ibbons which f'lutter out be

hind. (Plate 3) 

The hats worn by the o n Catholies in this community 

are of black traw. he side o.f the brim are caught up 

and attached to the crown by broad black ribbons with a bow 

15 Ibid, P• 52. 



s. Georgen I3r:idal Crown 
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at the t .op. It 1& not tied under the obin but is worn over 

the s . Georgen eap. 

'1.'he: P?>otestant woman o·t s. Oeo:rgen weai-s a hat quite 

diff"erent from that belon ing to the Roman Oatholica. It 

1s of straw too, but :it is lacqiiered white outside and 

y&ll ow inside:, and, though taller .in the orown and allar 

in the brim than most or the straw hats aeen in the Forest , 

it ht.ts the same. wool en pompons f'Ol'" ornament,, but they appear 

flattened into ,:,osettea. Tht11y are,. as usual., red for girl.a 

and black for married women .and a.r.e linked around the Cl"own 

by a broad ribbon. ·Ihare 1a al~o a O;Urious pattern on the 

brim. f o:rmod by twisted strands ot: fine black straw. 16 

On the southern edge of the Forest the Rickenbach eap 

is worn by both the young girl and the matron, but the 

method of wearing it i.s altere:d a:tter marriage., On a <lap 

of black figured velvet ia superimposed a band 02 nowered 

damask over the forehead,-, from which two wide ribbons spl'ing . 

The g1rl knots these a.t the nape of the neck , and al.lows 

them to fall fre.. , while the married woiria.n crosses them at 

the back of' the head, and brings tl: em around to the f'ront 

to be tied into a bow.- There is also a little horn-shaped 

crown wh1ch is entirely covered with beads, sequins, and 

embroidery •17 

A feature aeen on1y in the hill villages of the region 

northweat of Tr1berg.,, which is located in the central. s.eet1on 

16 Ibid• P• 65. 
1'7 

Ibid• 54. P• 
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ot the Bla.ck For,est ,. is the top ha.t of lacquered straw orn 

by the women. Howevett ., the lacquer d hat assumes a great 

many forms and oolors f'or so small a radius-. 2'or instance., 

in the Elztal,. 1t is very high 1n the crown and bright sear, ... 

let; whereas 111 the neigh.boring valley of the Preohtal it 

b-aeome$ orange. In Puxatwange:n it is a pa.lo yellow and turns 

up at the sides, while 111 Waldk1reh a.nd Simonswald a much 

brighter yellow is favol:"ed ,. A deep yellow bat is orn in 

the village or Sohotw.oh, often over a small b1aek eap -- not 

a. becoming arrangement, espeeially in combination with the 

silk muffler which is wound sevaral t .iJnes around the neek . 18 

One of the f'ew villages where the older form of the 

male o.ostume, still holds swa:y 1s. Ob~-rpreehta.l in the El.z., 

h1eh is 1n the north eentrn.l section of th& Blaek Forest . 

The top hat of the m&n 1s of black silk and trimmed with 

a ribbon and metal buckle., ri'he oman*s h:eaddress eonaista 

of a white la.equer-ed atra hat worn overt o capa::t one red 

whieh ti.es with a bow under tho chin, and the other made 

with two big loops of black ribbon with atrerune1•s falling 

behind., 

Guts.eh, ~ village in the north central part of tho 

Jrorest,, is perhaps the most widely known village because 

of the straw bats worn by the women there,. The gro1.tnd

work 1.a or straw ii laoquere·d white both inside and out. and 

ale-ven large oolen pompona .are displayed on the e.rown and 

18 Ibid,. P• 60. 
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brim al?'ranged 1n the f"orm of a eroes whieh is presumably 

o:t roligi.ou:s signi.fieanee.. The- balls are not entir ly tor 

either rel!.g1ous or deeorative purposes,, hov1ever,, for their 

eolor 1s sym.bolioal of ao11.ething else,, und unde1~goes eome 

decidedly m:1biguous changes -- rEtd 1s worn only by the 

nnidon, wliil blaek rna.y equally well mean marriage. mourning,, 

or dishonour-ti' T-he hat is extremely heavy, and is quite 

o:rten discarded . , eaving the black oap whieh 1s a.lways 

worn beneath 1t.19 (Plate 4) 

Ribbon nap_s ar-e ,vorn in the villag&s of Todt.moos 

(Plata 5a ~nd 5b) , Sehwanningen ( Plate 5e ) , and ""chil taeh 

(Plate 5d). 

19 Ibi.d,, !'- 70. 
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Gutaoh 
Black Forest. Germany 

Pettigrew, D •. • Peasant Costume of the Black For~st. 
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PLATE 5 

Pettigrew, D. w. P.eaeant Costume of the Black Forest.., 
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Chapter o 

AUSTRIA 

13 

Austri has always been , favored vacation land of the 

people of Europe and ot tourists from other nations. The 

qua.int costumes and interesting headdresses of the p s nts 

may be aeen on Sundays and other hol1d.aya. 

111he unmarried girl or urau, central :ustria, wears 

black velvet cap with hi c.rown which slop s to a peak 

in the back. J.he crown 1s trimmed with two bands of gold 

ribbon~ and the cap is h ld on the head by two black ribbons 

which tie under the chin. fuen th u girls ttend 

dings they wear flower deck • lace headdresses with 

long ribbon streamer which f"al.1 below thew ist .1 

In the village of ond.see , also 1n central ustr1, 

on Sundays and other religious holid ys the unmarried girls 

wear chaplets of white wax flowers in their 11'. The 

married peasant omen war the "bridal erownt, a black 

glazed 11nen affair bound tightly over the bead with unbe

coming streamers sticking out l!ke elephant ears. ~t puts 

a pr 1um on the un."'narr1ed girl beoause of its sheer 

u liness. 2 (Plate 6) 

1 

2 

Det ils of masculine dress vary 1n the different 

elv111e Bell Grosvenor, "Styria, A Favored Vacation 
nd or Central Europe . The .Liat1onal Geograp le gazine., 

LXII (October, 1932)., P• 456 . 

orence Polk Hcld1ng, "The salzk ergut, A Playgr,ound 
of Austri •" The National a ogl'aphie ag zine, LXXI 
(April• 1937), P• 449 . 
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sections of the mountainous Tyrol district of outh astern 

Austria, but ssenti 1 el enta are IIIUOh the e. Either 

a very broa -br bat (Plate 7) or a headg ar si 1lar to 

the "ov.erseaa c p" with no brim at all 1_ worn. The color 

of th j oket and the ht b nd o et1 es sorvea to distin

guish the people of particular village, but green 1s 

general favorite for trirt'.mings.3 

The p sants or Zill rtal, int-he •yrol, ear large 

black telt hat 1th a ta l erown bro d br , which 1s 

decorated with a huge bunch of' flowers on th front or the 

orown and t o gold tassel - hicb is a di tingu1 1ng m rk 

of the vill th Th.$ n and w en wear bats which a.re very 

mueh like in appearance. 

The men an wo en of Innsbruck. :tn the Tyrol,, wear a 

black felt t with a rather narrow brim .nd tall e k d 

crown. ~ en have a long r ther standing up at th back 

ot the crown.4 

In th v1ll ge of Scharn1tz the amen w r blaok 

f'e1t t 1th a stove-pipe ero n and a wide brim. A 

double silver cor 1s tied round the orown n two silver 

tassels hang o£t of the right ide 0£ the brim. On the 1 ft 

side of the or own there is f atened a black f aathor and a 

3 Cornelia Stratton Parker. "Entering the Front Doors or 
1ed.1eval Towna." The ti t1onal G&o phie ae;a:2:ine, 
LXI ( aroh, 1932), P • 373. 

4 Ibid, P• 377. 
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Pf'1tach, Austria 

Pustertal, Austria 

Lepage- tedvey. National Costumes. 
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small bunch of riowers.5 

The beard of the chamois 1 much sought by huntsmen. 

It 1a worn t the back of the crown of' a broad brimmed 
6 

felt hat• 

5 Ibid, p •. 36?. 

6 Grosvenoi- ~ op. eit •· • p. 436. 
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Chapter Three 

mm GARY 

For six days in simple garb, Hungarian w en of' th& 

countryside spin. bake,. churn,. an work with their men in 

the fields. Sund y 1e or pande a well as for ayer 

and for re t. Prideful dr ssin takes hours. nnd the s ven 

or oight ootton petticoats~ starched and plated preclude 

sit ting at iass., T.he procession homeward is as much a rite 

ae an American Easter Sunday parade.1 

ezokovesd, 1n northeastern Ilu.ngary only a f e . hours 

fro Budapest, 1s a district famous tor the costumes of 

peasants., Unmarried girls there w ar the "parta ,. a kind 

of crown made of gold la.oe, and adorned. with bright col:ored 

ribbons (Plate 8)» and it is only aft r the marriage ser

vice th t the young girl ay pt up her hair nd wear the 

d1st1not1ve headdress of the rried o • lhe long 

braids are placed under a cone-s ped b sket,, and when on 

the street a satin shawl 1 orn ov r it. The head 18 

given a very pee liar cornucopia shape. (Plate 9b) nTo 

tie up a girl's head" 1 another way 0£ saying "to marry 

har't.. nd "a girl who has kept on her p / rta" 1 a polite 
') 

description or an old id .... 

l argery Hae, 'A SUnday in ezoko·vesd. tt The r ational 
eograph1c :agaz1ne, JCVII (April,, 1935} • p. 490. 

2 Elizabeth P. J: cob1, 
King." The l ational 
19S2), P• 712. 

''Hungary~ A Kingd 1thout 
ographic agazine, LXI (June, 
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Anoth~ type o he&.dgoar peculiar to ezokovoad is 

a 11 tassel d oolen aha 1, ef'tly twisted so as to 

sort or skull cap in front,. while all 

long tas els h ng loosely. 3 (Plate 10) 

ound the 

bride m y ear e1aborate wedding or wn of 

tinsel which is not as he vy t looks,4 or y wear 

a crown effect de or very beaut1f\tl lace.5 (Pl tell) 

He dd:ress as ilar to tho e orn by the girls of this 

n1ty ar found today on en or Central Asia . 

The young men ear a high cro ned, 11 br1nrred, 

derby-11.ke hat of een tel . (Plate 12). It has a wide 

band of brown .felt around the b of the c.rown and feathers 

of vary size and color nr p ched on the side. 1 ht 

is held in place by an l stic ban . 

The boys are not slo 1n .flil'tin with the girl , but 

the Su y pr des. are not court! parties. Etiquette 

does not arm.it any promenading couples. Hot ev n the 

married couples walk t ogeth r.7 

The omen of Sarkoz, in south astern Hun ary, wear 

~ C. ownley-Ii'ull , Hungary: A nd or She erd K1 s. 0 

The National Geographic !l.agazine, XXVI (Octo r;, 1914), 
P • 68 . 

4 Ibid, P • 374 . 

5 . 1 ville Cha ter, "'!'he nube, Hie;}lway or Races." e 
ational O ographia : azin LVI (Dec ber., l 29), 

P• 64 ., 

6 Jacobi , op . cit., p . 702. 

7 I e, loe . oit . 
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PLA'.PE 12 

&zokovesd. Hungary 

The National Geographic g•gine, LXI {June. 1~32). 
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1nty caps 1th extr ely tin white bro1d~ on a 

black ground. 8 (P1e.te 13) 

18 

The arried oman of Sopron., . estern ungary. wears a 

t ht titting Nd cap ben a.th her head sha 1+ {Pl te 14) 

e a 1 , ay be whit or rd. U arried giPls us lly 

wear their hair in braids down the1 b oks . 

8 Charles Ho ,e. Peasant rt in Au tr1a and ungary, P• 39. 
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Sopron,. Hungary 

Th,e !ia.t1onal Oeographio Magazine, LXI ( June." 1932). 
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Chapter Four 

Rill!hHIA 

By the treaty of · 1 non, 1.n 1920• Rumania gain the 

districts of lotaszag d ~ansyl v nia from 

tho traditional Hungarian p ant ··ostumes those ot the 

d!etriot of" 7..al.ot zeg, in th County of' Kolozs , now in 

Of 

R . n1 , are ong the most. beautiful •1 The headdres con-

sists of colored handkerchief edged 1th f'ring , tied 

or dr pd round the head. On Sundays, f'or ohurch- going, 

the girls put on the "parta. 11 , a kind of crown de of' gold 

1 oe and ·darned 1th bright eolored ribbons. Brides have 

long nd b autifully ambroid red veils, hich they ecnt1nue 

to ear for several months fter rriage when they go to 
2 

church •. 

In 1 nsylvan1 the married women wear white nmslin 

head- cloths beautifully embr-0idered with hite thr ad . 

The girls ear headdr s.s m e of' a high band of" black 

v lvet s~etched tightly ov r some stiff terial . These 

high crowned hats ve no brim nd are adorned at the back 

ith colored ribbons hioh 

Lik most pe s nt youths, the Saxon- ansylvan1an 

dorn his hat 1th .flo ors, · hieb are gene:x-ally t ined 

by the nimble fingers o:f hi s eethoart . 

In the. districts that are t.:ruly Rumanian the headdress 

l ' nn . op . cit., P• 69 . 

2 Holme. op . cit •• P• 44. 
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in very mSJll' of th m eonaists of a piece or sort ligllt 

linen or s:illt of ob1ong :shape~ from twanty to twenty- four 

inches in ridth and f:rom one to three yards 1n length. 

1fothing 1.s :more astonishit!,g th.an the d1f'ferent. graceful and 

d1gnif1e<l effects e. woman can produoo b7 twisting the same 

piece of material a:round her head and face,. (Plate. 15). 

In other diatr1ets,, the:-re a.re regular tiutde-up headdresses 

or silk or linen, cotton or hemp.~ embroidered and 1 oven;, 

som.etimes enriched with gold or silver thread ~r with pearls 

for the wealthier omen. 

The wea:ring oi' a. hell\ddreseJ tbr-oughou t tho eount:r1 is 

the obligation, of matrons and w1clowa . Sp:t.nste:i-s go b re

headed 1th a f'lower in th&ir hair and a. plait down the1r 

back tied with bows .of variegated ~1bbona . which pr-0duce 

a. br1J.lia.nt ef'f ee:t .• 3 

Through many photographs or the late DO"Wager Queen 

Marie e have becotne quite f'a · 111er 1th thG particul~rly 

gra.ooM. headdress" the °'mars.ma 11 " wh.ieh is worn by Rumanian 

matrons. This is a long veil of thin white eotton or silk, 

embroidered and studded 1th sequins, wh1oh may be tied in 

many ditferent way1th, S0111et!mes a floating end hang& down 

behind., nearl7 reaching the hem of the heavy rur- lined 

eoat ·which is vorn on high daye and holidays• Whil:e the 

other end 1a t'll"apped around the f'aee and neck, leaving the 

forehead,- nose, eyEu1. and mouth uncovered . At othel" times 
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Ruman1a 

Opresou., George . Peasant Art in Roumania . 
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it covers the head and part of the ears, and is tied at the 

back, both end floating out b ind. In oth&~ districts it 

1s almost squar and is knotted under the eh1n. 

In the monnta1n of the 1nter1or of tho e untry t 1e 

he ddress assumes a eird s p . ~"he veil is placed on 

pile of false hair coveri ng the ar 1 1th coil plaits, 

or on an arrangen nt of ooden horns which are djuated on 

tho he d and covere with th tine :t"abr1c. 1.l'hese amazing 

horns are sO!ll&timea eompar ble in pe and a1ze to a r1d1ns 

ddle, and are hard.1y SI'! ller than the saddle used in 

Ruman1 for the dim1nut1ve mountain poniee. 4 

I n the nat an the ne1 hboring Hateg district, in 

stern ~ nia, the v 11 i.,. replaced by a h daresa hich 

dif'f rs for Ol•king days nd holidays. T'ne ordinary oap, 

hich i s also orn by iddle-aged women. suggests tho f'o 

of headdress '1h1oh is eometirres seen 1n Brittany It con

sists o.f thin round skull-e p 1th black, dark brown or 

red embroidery on ore ground, Lade up on a ooden or 

wire fo • The designs of th embroidery 1s don in satin 

stitch is ecallopod around t he edges. 'lhe other cap. 

which is orn on holida7 ~ is d up on a small oden 

rr , e lined 1th black volv t . Lo , fringes of' ma ny-hued 

silk ha do behind. A square piece of mnterial., int er-

oven 1th gold and silver thread 1n geometrical or flo~al 

pat tern is u od . The square 1a edged all around "' 1th a strip 

of t h e same mat 1 ia.l, rum · out into a loose r i nged 

4 Ibid, P • 53. 



tongue which ha s do n front. e.quently bot een the 

material and th rin.ed edeing a space is left , into hleh 

gold and silv r coins are sawn side by side 111 the mcta1 

scales on bre stpl t-es.. The oo1ns hich somet n e eigh 

from four to five po s tinkle th ir acoompanient to the 

slo but v gnrous rhythm of th noe in hich the Banat 

om n delights 11e young en like to us bright colo~d 

silk, hile the ol er en keep to quiet color, dark browns, 

bluos 1 violet nd d p rod.5 

A tall c p of bla.~Jc lamb kin, or broad brimmed hat 

or black felt is orn by the en. 

5 Ibid,- P• 60• 



23 

Chapter Five 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

The Republic or Czechoslov k1 • composed of Boh . 1a. 

orav1a, !le 1 ~ an Slovn. 1 ~ ha a v. r1 t7 of int r st

ing had e 

In the h . !an an or v prov1noes the n ear 

11 linen oops 11ch are bea.uti 11y br 1 ered 1th 

colored throad. (>].tea 16 and 17). ~'hey arA gather d at 

the back 1th a ribbon hich is tied and tho ends llowed t-o 

h al. oat to the waist . 

A kereh1 t ich i:1ay ba fo dad in a vari ty or ays,. 

enc of ch indioates the vil go or district fr.om wh re 

t h e e rer com II t1ay be iorn over the bro1dered eap and 

ti in an intricato knot at th back or simply knotted 

dar t e chin. The kerchief ay be broider d (P ate 18) 

nd o g d 1th lace to match the cap, or it _y b or 
br1 1t re or yello cotton similar to the bandannn. l 

of orav1a wears a ery 11 felt hat e yomg 

which y n broid red band for trin 1ng.,. or a 

r•t nd a bun eh o£ f1 ors. He may a pill-

box at t 1th red ool tassel decoro.ti gt a top 

The head es of th younB , arriod girl consists of 

t 11 er m rio y broid red, nd rom the top h 

h nd- o e ribbons of' ying colors and 1e: ths., thee 

so: et 1m s extending be-lo 1 the 1st. 2 A wide silk ribbon 

1 ans . op . cit. ,. p . 244. 

2 nn, op. eit . , P• 79. 
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Ozeahoslovak:1a 
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PLATE 17 

Embroidered End of liea.ddresa 

Czechoslovakl.a 

r-tann • lm thleen. Design .from Peasant Art. 
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PLA'l1E 18 

a. Hut:zul, Czechoslovakia 

b. Bratislava, Czechoslovakia 

Lepage-Medvey. .National Costumes. 
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with or iginal embroidery e i gns, tied around t he head and 

long streamers falling down the back , is also orn in the 

loravian and Slovakian d1str1ets . 3 

The bride's crown is made of tinsel, colored beads , 

leaves , flowers , and other things which may g ive a pleasing 

effect but must be of 11 ht-weight ter ial so that tho huge 

crown does not become too heavy to be worn. 

F.acb litt le Slovak villag e,. in t h e southern part ot 

Czechoslovakia~ has its peeular1ties of dress. One can 

often tell from what villag e a girl comes by one glance 

at tho vray she folds her kerchief. 

Some of the Slavic head shawls,, h ioh give a madonna 

oval to the broadest of peasant features , are neat white 

cot ton with red polka dots or a dark gray design. Others 

are ot sh 1ering white silk• embroidered with lie}lt tints 

or heavy designs in eream o~ white. Still others are out 

plush 1th a heavy knotted tringe . 4 

'lhe girl's headdress consists of a bonnet- shaped 

wreath of many colored beads which is fastened at the back 

with colored ribbons that bang t o the waist . 5 

The shepherds of Slovaki wear a broad brimmed hat 

3 orth E. Shoults. "Hospitality of' the Czechs . " The 
tional Geographic Yiagazine, LI (June, 1927), p . 728. 

4 M. o. Williams , "Czeehoalovakia., Key- land to Central 
Europe. " 'l'he Mational Geographic gazine, XXXIX 
(F'ebruary, 1921), p .• 127. 

5 Shoults , loc . cit . 
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or rough leather, the crown of which is covered with brass 

stude to tch the broad belt. 6 

6 a111ams. op. cit. , P •· 144. 
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a. Detva. Czechoslovakia 

b . Kyjova. Czechoslovakia 

Lepage•iedvey. National Costumes. 
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Chapter Six 

POLAND 

Duo to 1ts geogr phic pos1tion and the f~quent use 

or its territory a.s a passage between Russia and Auetr1a

Hungacy, Poland in its national dr ss has adopt d s veral 

re tures of those o:f' its ne1ghbors . l 

In the region of the Rutsuls at the east oft 

great Oar thian semicircle, .sheepskin caps with ear flaps 

are worn by the peasant . The girl's red kerchief is tied 

on her head to form a many cornered headgea.r . 2 

In Kuyavia, 1.n the great plains of Central Pol.and, 

th brid en dress 1n a most xotic nnEW ., Their high 

cylindrioal ha.ts a.re adorned with a crown of flo ers and 

myrtle twigs, which gives them a solornn air. '!'he best man 

performs the time honored adding dance · 1th a gla s of 

vodka kept 1n perfect balance on the brim or his hat . 3 

~1en sett 1n.g out on long journey tho Kuyavian pea · t 

wears a king or linen hood fastened on to gaudy shawl by 

means of a number of white ribbons . The shawl is tied on 

t he breast and tho ends tuck under the belt. The hood 

protects the hat from rain and duet during the journey.,4 

l Evans, op . eit .• ,, P• 234. 

2 Zofia Stryjenska.$ Polish Peasants Costumes, p. 7 . 

5 Ibid, P• 9. 

4 Ibid, P• 15. 
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Th Luovian peasant oman , 1n the southern part of 

the nation. ears a h add.res eomposed of · tiff hat crown 

wrapped in a tinselled t-ibbon over bich o. red kerchief is 

bound in an oriental manner 

The cap worn by the peasants o Craeow has a quo.re 

crown. It :t called the "ro tywkar and was at ono time 

orn by the higher classes of Polish society. (Plate 2oa) . 

1he married w on wear a eharaeter1stic bonnet . After the 

wedding ceremony "bonnet! "takes place, the traditional 

oonfl t1on of hr ving entered upon a married oman's 

lifo . Her wedding wreath is tak n off, her h 1r cut , and 

a whit& lace bonnet is put on her head.5 

The girls or Kurpie , near Vilno , wear a atif"f bonnet 

1th covering of black velvet bellished with tall 

cluster of rt1fio1al flower nd a bunch of colored ribbons . 

( Plate 20b). 

The peasant farmer of the neighborhood of Lublin wears 

a broad brimrle. high cro nod stra ht with a wreath of 

grasses and ild flo ers around the crown. hew an 

wears a double headgear , the upper part na.de of loops of 

bright colored ribbons re ts on. a sort of bonnet mad of 

lin n and hung with white band reaching down to the knees 

and embroidered 1th red and blue at the ends . 6 

The "gor ls O or h16hlander of th .J. tras mountains 

hich separate Poland front Czeehoslovakia ,. wears a small 

5 Ibid, P • 12• 

6 Ibid ., P • 15 . 
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a. Cr.aeow, .Poland 

b. Kurpie. Poland 



20 



28 

round bl ok f'el t hat tl1e low crown of which is surrounded 

by a string of shells fi'om the Black Sea.. It is adorned 

1th tho reather of a falcon or of an eagle. 7 (Plate 2l.b) 

The girls of the Tatras mountains wear bright red kerchiefs 

knotted at the back of the head . (Plato 22} 

tra ely br1ght orude colors are employed in the 

head shawls hich thew en or Lowicz we~ to the market 

plae$. (Plate 21a}. For us on Sundays they may wear a 

~1ngod .hite oolen shawl t1ed under the chm. The bridal 

crown of this reg1on is made or stiffened mu 11n, tinsel 

and f'lowers . (Plate 23) 

In the neighborhood of lilno , a region of forests an 

1 kes in northern Poland. the ancient he dgear e Ands 

gre t respE)et. It is the so- called 11namitka" a kind 0£ 

white linen cloth apped aro nd the head like a bandage. 

This 1a surmounted by a stiff sort of hat top eallad 

"ezoko,n • hlch has side tlaps and l ,ooka like a kind or 
bonnet; ribbons descend ft-om it o.nd hang loosely,. while at 

other times they are gathered toget er in a knot.8 

n the Baltic coast the szubian w . en ar a st1f£-

ly pleated ribbon bonn t w !eh is tied under the chin with 

a very ide ribbon. 

One or the most beautif'ul headdresses of Poland 1s 

that worn by the Volhynian bride. It is a ta1ryl1ka crown 

7 rgaret Lathrop w, ''The Glamou!' of Polnnd ' s Country
side." Travel. a.gazine, LV (July, 1930), p .. 27. 

8 Stryjeneka, op. e1t., p •. lo. 
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fat;ra_s Mountains 

Zduny, Poland 

The National Geographic Magazine, LXXV (June, 1939},t; 
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PT.ATE 23 

Lowicz. Poland 

The National Geographic Magazine. LXXV (June. 1939). 
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of woolen p pons and tinsel fr which a ea.scade of 
9 

colored ribbons .flow on t o the .shoulders. 

Men 1n ol1sh Sil esia wear fur caps. bile those in 

Zduny ear a lo crowned black felt hat . (Plate 22) 

9 Ibid • P• 15. 
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.&. h ddr 1 ry port nt p rt or the eo t 

ot th p 

dioat tl:.e 1 tr1ct or r e;lo 1n ich he 11v s . 

In ny cases the color or t h 

color or th whol h ddr s, rn 

o t1ons, or t e 

te the 1 l st tu 

of the er. u 11 th or ,s colors re om by 

the , rr1 non 

tr w t 

" n. 

G y, and Poland 

decorat it 

d black or 

ribbon . e 

oolen 

rried 

ts 

t 1 v 17 1n the Bl ck f'oro t or 

orn in Ge any r u lly 

s , r or girl 

bl c P· eot 

ve high era ns ., llo cro 

br or rrow br a . h 1- t worn by e P·as. nt f . er 

o Lublin, Pol. s wr th 11 fl r 

ro the er wn . 

l'elt tsar 0 

bl ck bein used 1n G 

Czocho lo kia . reen 

eoek t th rs re u 

1n 11 of the tons atudi. 

Pol.a • n a 

bl ck felt :1 . s d tria . 

to orn the hat o th brid oo 

1n Poland hil talaon f th r is ed y th e o th 

· tr ountains . ower u din e 

Czeohoslov k · , .d ry Th be r d of th 

ch oi an .. ol or Sil er t 1 r \'. ed as or 

in Au tr1 . 

She ski."l e pa 1th r p · re rn by t .. n of 

ol 'l 11 , bl kl bok1n is l l R nia, fur 1n 
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Germany, and the felt "overseas" c p 1s used by the moun

tain peasants of ustria . 

The cap orn by the omen of Czechoslovakia re of 

linen beaut1:f'U.lly embroidered with colored thr ad, while 

those of Hungary are blaok 1th fine white embroidere de• 

signs. t.!any caps of ribbon are orn beneath the stra hats 

in the Blaok Forest . An embroidered cap or a black velvet 

cap 1 orn in astern Ru.mania. 

Head sha le or kerchiefs a.r u od in many d 1str1cts of 

Hungary. Czechoslovakia and Poland ., and to a lesser degree 

in Germany , Austria and Rumania . Thoae or Hungary are of 

satin or wool with a deep 0-inge. The women of Poland wear 

a fringed white oolen shawl on Sundays and holiday, and 

bright colored shawls to the .arket . The Czechoslovakian 

l"erehief's are broidered linen edged 1i th la.ea,_ or ar-e or 

bright red or yellow cotton similar to the bandanna . 

Soft light linen or silk veils are orn by Rumanian 

trons nd widows. Some of tl1e veils are bro1deI'ed, 

s e decorated 1th sequins- and others are enriched with 

gold and silver threads . 

'lhe elaborate bridal crown is used in all nations 

studied and varies but little in the matorials used and the 

manner in hich it is made . 

l.~any modern designers turn to the interesting peasant 

headdresses for inspiration in line, color, and decoration 

for the latest fashion creations which we see coming f'rom 
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Paris, London, and Ne York. 

thile the peasant costumes are so gonerally d1sappear

ing f1'"0 use many private collector ana n1useums are en-

deavoriu --' to preserve so:c:,e of t Good oollect1ons re 

.... o be found .... n the BrooJ.,-..1.yn h.1.so11m, Brooklyn., N 1 York; 

Et ogrnpnic :uee , Vienna, Austr ia.; Lossner's l rivate 

Col1ections ., Bu past, hungarif; rodni ·useum., Prague,. 

Czechoslovnk1a; an~ 1n other museums and private collec

tions in ope. 
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