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Benito Pffet Galdoa, the greateat literary figure of' n1neteentb

ce11tury Spain and one of the great rld novelist•~ was a nati-n ot 

LA.e Pa.lmfls> Car.ia.ry Ialanda,. where he na born on Hay 10. 1843. IIi-a 

first scho-oli:ng was recei e.d in an Engl1ah inatitution of the city 

of hie birth. a .fact; which aooo~a for hi• early acq1a1ntance with 

the English la'ngtlage. Re did not enter a Spaniah &ohool until the 

age of thirt&en. 'fthen nineteen yea,rs old:. he wnt to Madrid. where 

l 

he took up reaidence and 1l'hffe he bOg&n the et~y of law. However• 

11 ter&t :,re and art had & greater attn.otion for him and he later re

nounced h1• le,gal et-mies to devote h!maelf to hia preferenoe-lettera. 

In the year 1866 1W becelllA a joumaliat, writing for eTJCh prominent 

periodioal.a ... !!. NaoiO??, .!!., Del.ate. and 2. CODt!!fOnneo• Hi first 

noveliatic ettort waa !!, •~ written 1D 1866 or 1867 ·&Jld publiah• 

ed in,!:!. niata de I!:!!: in 1871. Thia we.a followed by what ia 

gener&lly regarded e.e. his tirat novel. "ta foutana de orott (1867-68),. 
__.. -------

a novel of hietorioal and revolutionary character. 

In 1873 he began working 1n earnest upon his !J'is~ioa nae:ionalea. 

He may have conceived the idea of writing th& ¥dodioa nacionalea 

bei"'ora or th '.?ratalpr, t f'irat novel o.f' his great aerie• At all 

event•, the enth'l'f&iastic reception accorded this yottf;hf'f,l e:f'fol"t on 

ite p bllcation in 1873 so enconra.ged its attthor that be turned out 

three more during the .ams yea:r. 'the !Riaodioa comiat of forty-,s12 
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novels grouped in f'o, r aeries of ten novels each. and i'if'th and 

uncompleted seri&& of six novela., ending with Ce.pavaa., written in 191%. 

In theae historical novels Galdoa took t o himself the mission of ed oat-

1ng his co1,ntrymen 1n the history of Spain in the nineteenth century 1 

turbnlent period of Spanish history, and one in which his co,,ntry 

mdenRSnt important changes both physical and apirit,al. The f irat 

series begins with the ttle of Trafalgar and eovera tho o£ 

Independence, terminating with !!_ :talla ~~Are.pile• (1875). whioh 

has f or i t s principal t heme t h Capteye ot sala:manca 1n J11ly,. 1812, by-

tho combined Spanish and English forces. It has been qnite well 

eat&blished tba.t Galdoa projec'ted f,,rther Epiaodioa after th cmnple-
/ 

tion of ca.novae. the last of the forty.au nonla, in 19121 b the 

affliction of blindness that fell upon him in that year pre-vented him 

.froti making ae of the n roua so,trces that he al.way-a '91Ilployed in 

tho doo-ument&tion of his hiatorical novels. 

le engaged with his E_fisodioa nac.1onalea. Ge.ldoa also found 

tilOO to atndy t.he social and intellecttal l1fle of Spain. To acqnaint 

himaelf intiziately with Spain and her people he traveled extensively 

1n the Penins 11.a. visiting and studying evory region. The rea'lllt ot 

thi intereat s a ,series or thesis novel.a dealln with the 11v1ng 

social problems of his co mtry and time. ith •0oiia Perfecta• (18'76). -
0 Gloria" (1870-77). and "IA fam1li& d Leon Roch" (1879) he attacks --- --~----
rel igious b i gc>'try fUld clericalism. hich wore rife in Spa.in. 1'he 

progressive at&nd t&lrsn °b'J these works prod"-Ced a tremondous ef'feot 

and won for their a'lthor i diate international reoogni tion e.nd fa.ma. 



11&.a uad& a member of the Spam.ah Ao&denw in 1897. and •• 

eeve l t imea elected to the parl 

li ra.l tendencies in politiaa. Until 1912 his life wae inten-sinly 

OC<Ppied with lltel"&ry prodl'IC'tion. In this year be 1IU etrioken with 

complete b1.indnaUJ but• in spite ot this ai'tlioti on,, Galdos wrlmd 

with the &id of a. aecretary until his death on Ja.ma:ry '• 1920 .. 



CHAPlER t 

TRAFALGA.t'1 

.Before I re-fer to tho :t event of.' wbioh I we.. a ri • 

Tmi t me to ttay a. few word!$ &bol'lt JI\Y childhood and to explain the 
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s't;ra ge way in which Fi te led ne to bo pre.sent at the terribli oataatl"O* 

phe of OT ~o&at• 

Jn speaking of 'Ill¥ birth. I ehall not iJni ta.to the gn,at najority 

of tho•• who telling the story of their mm liwe,. begi by naming 

their' parentage,, which. they very often aay. u noble• or illttlftrioua 

at 1-euta and eC111Btimea t'hey nexi Admit they are cleaoonde.nta 0£ the 

emperor of Trebisom himaelf'., In thi• eenae I ~ adorn 11.T;f book 

w:l. th aonoro ftlmily mmaa,. and buidff :sqy- mother whoa I knew for

only • 9hort t1me • I do not ha'V'IJ ~ informt.tia concerning a.cy of 

1113' anoeators esoept Adam. moae lintNILgo ...,. unqt1eatiOTI&ble. I be

gin llW hiatory • then~ U.lm Pabloa,, the buaoon or Segovia, fort11mtely 

God baa wlahod that we 1'.emble eh other on}¥ in thie one WRY• 

I •s born in Cadia in t f-=aotta Viii& quuter ._ lfhioh iJS not 

today• nor was even then,. a training sohool for tine .xmer I 

cannot remr,m r anything concerning m:, life before I was· aix yea.rt 

oldJ bttt I remember the date 1797 be<)a,i I aaaociate it with a naval 

event.. the ~tle. o£ the cape of San Vicente. whieh I heard diac'ttaaed 

at that ts.me. 
As I look back O'l'O:J' the pa.st with the m.tural curio.aity am 

interest of one who 1e observing himself,., the pioture ie oont"naing 

a.ny buy. l aee :nwael.f playing in the cove with other ohildren of' 
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appronna.tely J:J:tY awn age. That a eomplete life for me.; reover. 

it~ the no l life or o :-ir privileged elaa.SJ and t 10 wl o did not 

live I eemed to to be $XC6pf;ional being of the h race • . 

In ·nw childish imlooel'lC$ and ignoranoo of the world, I beli~ t .t 

mm had ffl'l eree.tcd. f<:>r the aea. tha·i:; Pr01 icwnoo had pr l 

the supreme ueroiae for his body and had 11igued the gathering ot 

shellfleh as the constant enq,loyment of his spirit. (In thi inatance 

Pr ideme combined plea and neceaeity for •• aa we ti 

sold them And amriet · kaept ho.m. for ottr .own enjoyment.} 

The a~iety in whioh I gnnr up -.. th& rt~Ht. rou~st. 

vilest tli•t oan be i.mt,.giDOd. Ye children ni ev n considered more 

despiG&ble ·l;ha.n those of th& Pf1J1tales qsrter who. chl.llonged tbe 

band of 1s ~1aod ··o oansider the other aa rivals, and smnetimec we 

,ro 1ld weig)} 0•1r «trength in ·t;ho P'nerta de '£ iA.)rl"C\ w:l th great.. noisy 

rook i'ighta wbieh apotted the uonnd Yi th heroic, blood. 

on I 111&.s old mw ,gh to • gill to think & nw- own care and 

the honest earnings 0£ a f erw -00.ina. I displayed 11f¥' miaohiei' t>n the 

llhari' b/ introd1JOin to aadora the 1.r111.ny Bngliah,. who then a.a 

11 ae Dnff• viaited ua. he wharf an Athenian a4hool for plunder-

ingi and I was not '«;be least advanoecl pnpU in t1-t st brtmch Qf 

h•,man lalowledge,. f'or I noelled in the nu-a ing of fnit. for which 

the San J~ de io• •q'IJIU".e off'erid a wid field to o,1r ini:ciative 

and lo:f'ty vent'tJJ"ea. I wish to bring to an end this part or 

history. £or today I rems er with such .rttl Mba ement. and 



I tb&Dk God tb&t he soon freed ma .from it and led me by a lDON noble 

road. . 

Among the impreas1ona that I keep. there ia one very fixed 1n 

nr::, memory- the enthttai&-ltic ple&atU"e tb&t the w.rehipa :ve • when 

n I -... tho• f'earful, 

impoaing atrric.t,n,es ao near, I could. not •tiety 1113 c'1rl.oaity, and 

in 'rt13 £ool1&h, fan.taatio way• r 1-ginod they nre filled with 11\'flteriee 

Ansio to imitate the gnat t.bingll of the adttlt world, we child• 

ren ~ to :aak8 o r awn .fl eet• with rudely carved• littl boat• to 

which we -&ttaohed paper or rag •1la., and we mami.ed them with much 

9erionanees and tontho,,ght in eo:me pool ot the Ptrntale• or Ce.let& 

qmute-re. ,.,,n order that everything might be comp1ete, when any coin 

C ld 
/ 

b ,y g;"'llpowd r at the home of At"ltt C.oacoja on Torno de Santa li&ria 

atreet• and With this in dient we had a pertoot mval celebration. 

o tr fleeta r bed forth into an ocean of three rode in width,, they 

fired their reed g , clashed together• and imitated tho bloody 

boarding of aMpe, on wbieh inary onnra were oriottaly being 

demoU.ali.ed. The mnoke oavered them and hid from view the flag.a made 

tram the tint aorap of oolor found in tho dtnlghillJ and mee.mm.ile 

on the· coast we were joyfully dancing to the thunder o.£ the artillery 

were the nationa to whom thoae ships belonged. 

e believed that 11'1 the world of men .nations onld dance in the 

way on seeing the victory of' their dear fleet.. Children see everything 

in a strange ier. 

That s a period of great n&val c-ombat.a. for there waa at 



leaat one battle a yea.r and a skirmish ea.ch onth. I thonght that 

tho fleets demolished one another pI,rely simply for the sake of 

pleast,re Ol" .ror t}'\..s object er proving their valor• like two yo1 '1Jlg 

@ lla.nts who n appointment outside the city gates 110 a to 

el h each other wi:th ~rs-. ! le.ngh whene'V"er l recall ~ foolish 

ideas in regard to the matters of' that period. I ,aed to hear a 

gre t deal or talk abo ,t l•:poleon. And how do yo..,t think I pict 'tNKi 

hiln? ell, l tho tght he waa an e,cact. replica or those amngglera 

from the Gibraltar ootmry who _.re very f'req,ttently seen in the 

Vina quarter. 1 imagined him•• a gentle on a horse tram Jerez. 

with his cloak. leggings.,, felt hat,. and bl~rbttaa. Aecording to 

1.tr.f ideas tbat am,. who. followed by other advent u-era of aimilar 

appearance,. al1d Whom eve1-y ~ painted aa an extraordinary personage. 

conq ring EUrope.-that ia to a.y,, ·e. great iala.nd inside of 

wieh are other ial&nda,. namely the nationa1 England, Genoa, Landon. 

Gibraltar.,, India,, sis.., 'to1 lon.,, etc. I had i'ormed thie geo rapb.y 

as I pleased,, according to the moat frequent sailing destination or 

the ships with whose passengers I sed to eonver... I do not need 

to add that S in the st one 0£ all among the_se nations Ol" 

islands. and for th:ta re&aon the Engl1ah -.nted to 8D&toh it £or them-

oolna in the manner ot higbwa7 robber.a. n talking abont this 

a..nd other diplonatio tter.-. rq colleagnes of the Oaleta aml I 'tt1Jed 

to utter a tho11and words inspired by the moat b n-ning patriot 

But aa I do not wish to tir the reader with detai.la relating 

t.o m:, peraona.l impressions only. I am go · to atop talking about 

1 



xey""Selr . The only h' 1 being who e.omperwated for the rot hednesa 

or erla'tence with an 1maelfish affeotion waa rirJ ther. T 

only thing I e n re .moor about hecr · t t she s very bea•tti tl , 

or. f.\t least. che see· d so to • rom. the t1m0 .she beee.me widow 

sh.e ST ported horsolf end 100 by washing e.?ld T&pe.irin& tho clothing 

or some 1'I llo-1.·e. lier · 1ovo for me muet :ve been very groat. I fell 

seriously ill with yellow f r which s deaolatin.£ Atldal icia. then. 

and when I r covered she took to the old oatlied.ral to hear GS I 

she Jade apond more than an hour k:neeling on th har'd pivement 

i'loort then .6he placed on tho &ltar-piece. as a votive ofi'ering, & 

Uttle boy w I believed to be I!.fV mm per.feet 1.nage. 

mother Lad a brother• and ho we.a &a and o.r,1el as she 

was good. I cannot :re er nw uncle wit out fe ling & s11dden .fearJ 

I t j,lli ing from several pee tliar incident a that I r h~r a 

lfl3 'lncle lat ve co . · tt.od a crime a.bo"t his time. H-e m.a a 

5tdlor , and hen lru:ided 1n Cadia he onld ooma home dr, r.k as a 

t o r r.d trea.t "8 t erribl , calling his s:i..ster vile name-a . and 

tin,t; me for no reason at e.11. 

" mother Jr."'Bt :vc s·,r!'ered greatly o.t th on. lt of her 

brother. and thi tre, tmont. together ith her hard. poorly i 

T1ork. has.tenod i· death. l.;y ioomory can acarc ly rocall th1 ra y • 

b ,t it le.f't ind.elihle impression on 'f:1¥ aonl I re Taber. a.s o 

r hers the d.re dfnl imgeu of a bad dream. that nlO-hber we. 

lyizl.g a rio' aly ill with o dis ae; .some women. whoa 

positions I do not lalow. entered the ho iae . I re·.,_,,,..,_r hearing s.oh• 

a 



and cri&SJ l felt Jl\Y8 11 int e arm& of mother• and the to h of 

her cold• icy hands sent a 0chill through &ll 1I1¥ body.. I can dimly 

see aQtDIIJ yellow candles., which gave forth 

I ean hear the m nr of pra.yera. 'the whiapera of ac,:me old• gossipy 

women._ and the ooar" laughter of .a dl"illlken sailor-. Then after all 

tho• thing.a came the aad :realisation that I wa& an orphan.. lo • 

and abandoned 1n the worldJ this · tho lt oppr eaed 'i!rj poor aonl for 

long.. long time. 

I do not know rmat my ,,ncl did dt11"1ng tho o.d daya. r only 

know that h1s er 1elty ton.rd me incnaaed ao tJCh that I ran away 

from ho · to seek my own fort 1'De. I nt to San Fernando nd from 

th to p, rt.a . tu. ! associated with the at disaol "'t people 

o.f those eeacoasts which were a.bonnding with notorio" thieves and 

robber&. I do.n't know wey I stopped w:1:th them at dina-Sidonia, 

b one day when we •re there in a se.loon. s-o . rinba appeared 

who were re.cr tt!.ting. and we hurriedly d.iab&nde<f. each one taking 

refnge where he oo~d. good ct&r took to a certain ho 

aupp11cat1Qna• and the sad story of m:t lUe. 

That .gentleman and hia wife took me ~er their protection. 

from the danger of b4t1ng recr~ ted. and I r~ · ned 1n their 

service. They took mo with them to Vejer d la. Fronte.ra.. the t.omi 

where they lived. as they re only temporarily in din9,,.S1don1.a. 

/ lAy g,,ardi n ang ls ere Alonso Gntierre,g de Cisnioga .. a retired 

eapt in of a rship. and his wife,. both re advanced in age. They 

9 



a.\'JCh kindness that in a. short time I became Don A-1onao' • valet. I 

accompanied him. on his daily •lk. for he co ld not mt:>Ye hia rigbt 

arm and only w.i th great diff'icrnlty did he move his right leg.. I do 

not know what they foi-tnd in me to awaken their interest. Do'tl'bt-leaa 

_ yo rtn. my orphanage, and the docility with which I obeyed than 
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partly won tor a beD&volenoe for· whioh I have &lwaya been profo"1nd-

ly grate£' 1.. T these eana.ea of' their affection I y add (although 

perhaps it seems unfitting to do ao) that I po.aaessed a certain 

paa_a aa a we.llborn person in spite of rtJ;f lack of aoe1&1 tra.ining. 

I bad been 1n their ham& fottr yeara when tho event that I am 

going to tell happened, l hope that the reader will not demand 

an impoasible exactnea•, for in the decline of m:i life I relating 

eventa which 0001:lffed in my ;yottthJ and now I .teel the ohi.11 0£ old 

age as it ben'!1Jnba the hand that hold-. the pen. and nw weary mind 

tries to, deceive itself' as it ... u a t.ranaient roj,m,mtion 1n the 

balm of dear, b,1rn1ng JDeJm>1"iea. Jlt.-t aa aoma foolish old men try to. 

reawaken their dt1lled lieantiouaneea by gazing at the pictures of 

ntif 11 wo n. so I shall try to give int&ro.t and wannth to the 

sad mi'\5ings of my old age by reliving th events of long ago. 

And the ef'fect is • - diate . How womer£,,l 1e the deceptive 

power of ima.ginationl Like om who reviews the pe.gea of' a. book read 

lo-ng a. • I ge.ae ba.ck ,;,pon the years ~ne by With e rioaity and 

am&~J-a.nd while I em ~acinated by this cont91nPlation_ it 
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.seems tr.at a kind epir1t co s and relieves :me of the nig.ht of the 

years and lightexis the bnrden of 'U13 old age, which ie bearing so 

heavily ,on ?I1'il body and aonl. Thia lttJce-inrm and e.luggiah blood., 

which today car-cel.y eivea nol.tr;h 11.f'e to m:f frail body• awakens. 

oircul&tea., ruahea. throbs, and bcdla tb.ro gh rq vebus. It aeems 

that a great unforeseen light enters m:, bra.in &Jld illumine• a thou

sand~ wonders u the travelerta torch lightens. an immanae cave 

and nrv•l• the ~ls of geology so auddenly tba'b it appeare to 

create tlle.m. At the sane time 11\Y bee.rt• long dead to great @Otiona• 

oome back to lite, aa if restored like l&Ar.ta, by & divine voice. 

And this newly aakan&d heart ca ,aes 1119 both joy and grief as it 

tremble& in. m:, bos 

I am yo..,ngJ time baa not fledJ I faoe the b1port&nt deed.a of. 

rq youthJ I ap the hands of old friend.as the neet or painful 

tione of yo'fftb arise again in my soul. -the &rd-or of tr1,._,, the 

disappointment of defeat, the great joys and bitter sorrowa that oIJe 

experienou in mennry just. aa in life. B'nt one $m0tion dominates all 

the roat:1 and that one emotion directed &lwaya 1.1f/l a.ctions dtqoing that 

di.utro ,a period .from 1605 to 1840. Altho1 gh I am now an old D&n 

approaching the graw and consider ll\YMlf the moat. ele•• 0£ n. 

yo1 et.ill mk9 tears l"'flsh to m:, eyes. blesaed love of' native 1a:id l 

In ret mi I can dedioat one word to yo by curain the akeptie who 

denies you and the degenerate philosopher who debaaa you with one 

dAy• • interest. 

To thia sentiment of patr1ot1 I devQt1'd irw vigoro "B %!111lhood1 

and it eball be the protective apirit and 1•rdian angel of '!!tY written 



· exi.-tenoe just a.a it waa of rq &-ct•l ex1Gtenoo. I going to tell 

any t~, Trat&lgar, Bailen. id,, Zaragoa., Are.piles, Oercma1 

l &ball -.y s0'1llJthing &bo~ all thaae if yo will not lack pe.tt nee. 

r.ry a'ticn7 will not be aa beatJtiM as 1t r.w..~l:!.. ttt I ehall do ff'Nry

tbing poUible to mt.lee it t • 
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CHAPI'ER II 

de.yin t rly r-rt of Ooto- r oft :t 

with his 

1.-s l severity (only an apparent trait., for his character was ry 

gentle), he said to me., ttGa.bti 1. a.re yo a brave .:if" , 

At f'irst I didn't know what to anner, becam1•, to tell the 

trt-ttlr,. in my, ro men yea.rs 0£ llf'o. I had never had the opporttll'lity 

to astonish the rld with aiv, heroio deedJ but the fa.ct that he 

called me a man filled. With prid.i ., and as it .aeemed unbecoming 

to deny my valor betore peraon who held it in such high eate ,. :I 

ru. swered with childish pride• "Yee., ter. I am a bl"& 

Then that i'emo lll man, who had shed hie blood in a httndred 

glorious battles., witho1lt di.adaining to treat ~ loyal aen-a.nt ccmfi.den-

e e. aign for me to sit d~ raiaed his big 

deeiaion., when his wif'e., mq mi:atress DGD& Fra.ne1.aca, sUddenly entered 

the roam to Add gi-eater interest to t .he conference, and be.gan to •y 

exeit ly. ttNo,. no. · u "rill :nat gcU Yo will not join the :floet. 

Yo, have been retired from aertrioe beo& ,se of old ' • Alo O• 

It eee:ms that l ean still ,aoe that honorable aa ell u wrathful 

l.Ady with bar big cap. her or&ft,ndy skirt. he white cnrla, and hff 

ir-y mole on th side o:f her chin. I cite these ro diaaimilar 

her w1 thottt the She WU 

a bee.ntif 11 l dy in old a ge like the Saint Anas 0£ :U n-illo, and th 



ft>t,,,.,.1'1 
if.Jv: --4!j-
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aa:id ray 56\®or., u-,: oan"·t mi&& thn,i. eombat. ;tt,m got a ,oo~ @layecl 

debt '"bei e0cllect ttam th.ose English.~ 

ttaabriel will go vlth ri'$4i u added D~n Alol1$o looking at, YOC1 im a 

way ~.at. inap!red fflfl~ge. 

I ~e ~ t;ost'!rre t;,.},iat indioatod m;;- n~e~il", to S-'tleh a he1•oie 

proj$otJ t.~ t ti:aa very earoful that Doiia. h.aneiset.\. didn•t. ~ me. 

for she w.o,,id 11AVe ~e ·l'lie· fef.ll ·bllt) inetd.atible weight o.f 1~ hand 

ii' sbe had ohmlrvoo :r~~ bel11c-oso i.mndenoiea •. 

Sb.o1 on tmeillg; t;l)e.t hG!'.' ht~l:land 1.Va$ ®'teJ!mi1wdi! m'ION ttat if 

ahe 'l'J(9l't:.t evot" born ~r;,ein,. a..~ w<tnldn*t ~ o. ,oatlort she C'trsed th~ 

I~l"or:, oi.'l" dear E'in.£" th~ Prinoe of Fe~. Mid all the li:igiwre 

of the sttJsidy trec.ty1· nm 'She ended by ass•:iring her b.»sband: iiha.t 

C-od w:onli p'!ttliSh biln for his ~M rashnetl:S•· 

Dt1ring tbls die.log'!le,,. wni.oh I ht\~ .repetLted wit.w1ut u. ~ee 

of ace~~~, £'el" I base mr sto-1-y on wi~:re :rr~rl.ea only., a. loud am 

btu-king; 0011gb sotmdod in the- adjoining toont and anno~uiced that 

r~eial., tho old sa.ilor. v.'8.S hearing from very clo.ac .at ltaoo ~ 



rtID.11lter*a: t'{">om. ('1:ho i'a.1~J,ia1rity with vthicl:l h$ 

·t~ h.JT.de }?3:rmiti;ed hin 't;o, do no. ) 

b~ .... ,, .. b A!ly fll!Zfthcr., I wish 1.,o g,.ve ~oroo it;fo.nwlit~.1011. oro1 ... 



Sp~iall fleet ~taiued a...,""&inat tM ?t'r.:l'Yleh be.tore Toltlon ht 1793:t 

sam f'iuall)' be ended 11.i.B; illr:~ri'll'Jtts ·career in ·too disa.atro~ ~ 

co~r of Slm, Vieento,. ·an tho c~r of th.ti ship ~ 

Slnco th.ell:.. .rrq m&teil' 11 so bAQ. oot won pt'Oli"!Otud in dr!e ~ 

portion to his long and laborio-11a career. :i."ctirod f~~i 8fI).'Vi®. As 

fli rei:rult of the ,mnnde received on that and oceasion.,.. ho fell siek 

in bo4y and D»J'e gravely 1:U iu so14_.. a.a a result of grief canaed 

'by tlw defo-.t... His wife 00.t'ed for him lovi:t1.gly;, nltho.itgb. not v1ithr.mt 

oon;'$Uldor of o~-~r fleet,,. had ordat"od tc l 't!ff to ltirbt'ltlrd 1n$tead ot 

ordering tbe rigg~g 'to starboard~ tb.e shipe l!ejtcano., SM Jose;,. 



him tha.:t l1e .1'&it:t! ri~it jnlt't to seG :~f b"J alltftltmg ~~se:lws. t;:,; l~ 

'Oonv!need11. ·tl:i.e b"l1:r,,.ir:1,~ ~i..;dcu.· o.t hi£ man1a \'fflt:i:ld. be moderated,. B11'.:; 

ceived the idea that ho w,st go to th~ nem. to m:t.utiss too eer~n 

d~eat .of hie: mortal ooexliea. Altl..otti~1. hiia wii'~ tried to di~"~c 

l'P~r~ 2ca ! l~v-1": eAid, :it •s impossible to· tt'Tn him. a.aide tr~1 SO· 

wild a. .eche!t;e. O:nc oo.n .1nJdersta:nd liow $-f;;Tonr; ,&nd violent •s hie 

desire bjr. his G,lrdeoity in oppotill{t; tl'le' Stt'O!lg wiill or DOUA lh~i.GO&t 

~id ef· the Enil.isli,. or tho Frenm1.. or tl10 Alr;~.nes.. or th<i 

sa~G o.f H&.gellan· strait .• 01~· th~ M£17 ,sea.JI or the. n:>ar5.tlt; iJ·t-om., 

o:r heav~. ·()): ef.*.:rth,a he -wasl'l1 t e.~d e:f a.nytlling m:e~ted 'by Cod 

tti:ee~~ l'lie m1d.~ad 1dfo. 

1n~., ~ lilm all tho t.~1: o:t ·~ll&t day,,. ~Larita.bl~ .~ wiGeJ %-.1-zrl. $he 

118.d the :mott, eb:urU:m and de1."ilieh di:a.pt-,:,:d.ti® tlllri. I have QTei" kruJwn 
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worry dlte to her hnsband•s profession. And it is nece~sary to confess 

that she didn1 t complain i1Drea.so:nably, for that marriage of fifty 

yea.rs which should have given twenty children to the world. had to 

content itself' With only one, the charming and peerless Rosita, of 

whom I she.l.l speak later·. For these and other reas.ons Dona Franeisoa 

prayed t.o heaven daily for the annihilation o.f' every European fleet. 

Let me tell :now about the sailor Marcial. the object of the most 

btirning hatred on the part of Done. Fl"·auc:lsoa., but loved as a.i'feotion

a.i;:;ely as. a brother by 'fft}f naster, Don Alonso, with whom. he had served. 

t'Iaroia.l~. (I never knew his family name}; nicknamed Medio•hombre 

(Ha.1£ ... mn) among the sail.ors:, had been boatswain on warships for 

forty years. At the. time of my story the appea.r.&-:>.ee of this hero of 

the s.ea.s '.fflil.S the strangest that oan be imagined,. His entire face was 

:marred and sea.med by a mnltit·ude of sears which he had received in 

encounte:ro with the ene:nw; his f'a.ce. like thOse of all old sailors. 

"ms dark and tanned; his voice was hoarse •. hollow. indolent. unlike 

that o:f e.r.w other rational h~ on earth. I 'hope you can form some 

idea of this oha.r&oter v.rhose memory makes ma regret nw· laok of artisti-o 

skill, for truly he deserves to be drawn by a :master painter. I oe.n-

not .say whether his e.ppeare.nce provoked laughter or ooillll1tll1ded respect. 

It can be ,said that . his life ffii.,s the history of' the Spanish 

naval forces in the le.st part of the past century and the beginning 

of the present, --a history on whose pages glorious actions alternate 

with grievous misfortune.s. Marcial had sailed on the Conde de Regla., 
,, 

on the San Joaquin; on the Real Carlos, on tho '!'rim.dad, and on other 
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and from the.n on they spent a great pa.rt ot the day and night talld..rlg 

to each other &bout the information reoeived.J they voiced their own 

personal Qpinionai they reviewed past, deeda1 they uade c:on,jeet,:,re• 

concerning the f'UttJreJ they bnUd air ~lea like t?ro bin boys 

who confidentialq disc 1saed betwef)n themselves the bel!t way to 

become admirals.-. 

In these retree.ta. which were greatly a.I.arming to Dona Franeiaca_. 

•s C(>tleeived truJ plan of s-etting •11 with trui, fleet to witness the 

next combat. Now yo know the op1n1on of rcy mstreae am the thoua&Xld 

offensive words that she ttttered against the 88.ilOl" impostor. Yott 

also know by now that Don .Alonso wa,e determined to put a daring idea 

into execution. aecompe:ni:ed by his page. At this time I DmJSt tell 

yo wl t everyone said when vdal appeared to deter. the 

aga.inat th diatracefttl statl'l! quo of D~iia F~ 
I 



cm.nm IV 

"Jq, :vr,. ll$Yc1al," she aaid with inar-ea,sed ~ . "I£ you YMnt 

to g:o to tho fliu,ta to give. th.et your l.a4t hand, yo~ ,can goc whonrrer 

y,fn Wisl11 b~ it, is a e'fffl6 thl.n-g that he will not ge.;• 

1\Vell/' answered the niltJrt "the d~1 tam tie if' I stay here 

and mas the part1. fl 

"We have fifteen "fflU"'Ship&.- and the Frenc.h have twenty.five 

wsael&.. And it' they Yi"ON all 01.JFs* • w-O'uldn:*t need so ~ J 

Forty shipa and mtleh o~ on bOfU'd ~ one or themf 

Jt:tSt ae fire spreads from .cme match to another Qffl:l: noarby_. su 

the emh~a<i.Aflm that s.park).ed 1n t:be one, er, of ?!M'cial inflamed beth 

,eye• of nw :taste}.'". now l•terJMu With ap-. 

tt:attt the *Little Gentlaman• (he meant Nels-on) Will bring~ 

too. !hstb"s wily I like battlee,. there's plenty of timber to sboi,t 

bullets into .• . $nd a lat of powdeJ' smoi. tB warm the a:lr "Wiwn it•• 

eold..'1 
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I l~ forgotten to so.y that 1JiarcifJJ.,. 11b all eilors~ t$Gd. a 

voce.u1,1a.ey formed of the mo.Cit extnvagtmt terma, ftlT it ia C'I atomary

tuntmg &ea peopl• of eveey litnd to ·disf1 g1'!re their ·na.tiV& lang,ta.ge to 

the point o!' bttrle&q1,e., By o~ the· ~ority of the ,expre-.dOJllt 

n.-d by sailors.. ·o.ne soea 'hhat they are simply eorr1tptiane o.f the meat 

C.<>IDJilO'n words fflld N. tting ade.pte.tion& to their fie-cy and ilnpa.1:t&ioned 

temperaments,, which ·aro al~ inelined -to ,S:hor'tmi ~ nation of 

Ute. and e-ttpe,cdAlly langt"llge. lt ~ms to .me, aemet~s~ ,men I 

hear tl.:mm t&lldngJJ that: the:iJf tong,»s fU'tJ a hindn.nce to them., 
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similarities in ao1nd. He called Nelson the "Little Gentleme.n.,a an 

expression which indicated a oertain degree of respect; he named 

Collingwood " ~"ncle Cram.p., 8 a phrase which he considered an exact 

translation of the English. He gave to Jervis. as well as all 

Englishmen. the appellation "Old Fox:" J Calder was "Uncle Kettle" 

26 

becaise he fotmd a great similarity in sound between "Calder" and a 

word signifying "Kettle• J according to an entirely different lingUistic 

system, he assigned to Villene•:rve. the rear adm.tral of the combined 

fleet ., th.e nicknane of "M.onsie :,r Cornet", a name taken from a farce 

that he saw in Cadiz. In order to a.void troublesome explanations 

of snch absurdities as cs.me from his lips, I shall be forced to 

substitute the tts ml words for his nonsense when I refer to his 

conversation which I remember. 

Let u.s contin,e, now. Dona Francisoe., crossing herself said• 

"Forty ships l That is t.empt;in_g Di vino Providence. Jes•1s l And 

they will have at least forty tho lS&nd cannon. so that these enemies 

can kill each other l" 

"No. so that Mr, Cornet can have well stocked powder magazine.," 

answered Marcial. pointing to his heart. "Those cassock gentlemen 

are going to laugh at themselves. This isn•t going to be like the 

Cape of San Vicente." 

"One sho1ld bear in mind." as.id my IJaster pleasantly. on hes.r

ing his favorite s~bject :mentioned., "that if Admiral Cordova had 

ordered the ships San Jose and ejicana to heave to larboard., the 

gentlenan Mr. Jervis wouldn't have been called Lord Count of San 



Vicente. I am sure of this. and I have date. to prove that we would 

have come out victorious with the rigging to larboard.• 

•victorious," exclaimed Dona Francisca scornfully. •These 

braggarts look like they want to eat 1~ the world. and as soon aa 

they put out to sea. they don'1 t ,seem to have enough ribs to take the 

blows of the English . .. 

"' 
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"No I w said Half-man in a lo1ld voice and with a threatening gesture 

of his fist. "If it wasn•t for their tricks and slyness ••• we always 

go against them withe. generois heart. hoisted f lag, and clean hands. 

An Englishman is never generous. he always attacks by surprise and 

wait! for bad waters and dark and cloudy weather. That's the way 

it was at the Battle of the Strait. and they have to pay us for it 

now• We were sailing along suspecting nothing, for yo11 don't fear 

treaaon even from dogs or the heretic Moors. much less from an 

Englisllm9.n who is courteous and Christian-like. But no.J he who attacks 

treacherously is not a Christian. but a highway robber. Imagine. 

senora.• he a.dded. addressing Dona Francisca to obtain her good will. 

"We le:f't Cadiz to help the French fleet that had taken refuge in 

Alges.iras. p1-u-sned by the English. That happened four years a.go.and 

everytime I think of it now. m.y blood boils . I was on board the 

Real C&rlos with 112 ce.nnon 1nd.er the comrrand of Ezguer:ra, and we 

were leading the San Hermenigildo with 112 oannon, the San Fernando, 
/ 

t he Argonanta, the Sa~ Agustin, and the frigate Sabina.. Together 

with the French fleet, who had four ships. three frigates and a brig. 

we lef't Alg;esiras for Cadiz abont noon. and as the weather was dnll. 



we wer a little thie aide of Punta Carnero at night.f'».11., he night 

was blacker t n a barrel of' tar. but ae the weather . a good. 

didn't mind eailing 1n the dark. Al.moat all the crew n.s asleep. 

I :remember I was in the forece.atle talking with rq cottain. Joe 

/ 

Debora. who was telling mo about the mean things his mother-in-law 

did, and from there I saw the light.a of the San rmenegildo. who 

was eailing to starboard 11.lm a ah-ot ,out 0£ a cannon. The rest of 

t we least believed was tba.t 

the caasocka had left Gibraltar after us a.nd were chasing 'Uf.JJ hOII' 

were w to aee them if they had their 11ghta extinglliahed and were 

approaching without our being a.an ot itt Sttddenly it looked to ma 

like-altho gh the night •a very dark• I a1-ya baTe bad eyesight 

like a lymc. . • 1 t looked to 

ns and the San Hermenegildo. • 

like a ahip was puaing between 

fftJoe Debora,'" l said tom., oompanion., "•either I eing 

gbosta or we have an English abip on atarbo&rd. t,. 

"Joe Debora looked at 

f'ram the thole nDd split in two ii' there is another bo&t 

besides the San Ilermene ildo ,R 
going to the officer 

on q,-.rterdeck. •·"' 

81 hadn't finished a&ying th1·&, when_. wham.&... . bae.rd t 

·sweet m.1.tc of e"l'f)r:f bro&daide that was ~ in alongside us. 

The entire crew roae ttp in OJJe minute .. .. eaeh one at his own positi 

What a ba:ttle-, Doiia Franoiaca t. I'd be so glad 1f yott bad seen it 

as 
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of Carmen, the powder and cannorus l We were lostJ ' To the launches l' 

shouted l!¥lny. The fire now we.a even with the Santa Barbara. and this lady 

wasn't talking any nonsense. We were swearing. shouting, insulting 

God, the Holy Virgin• and all the other saints, for this seems the 

best way to let off steam when you are filled with rage clean to 

the hatomray." 

•Jesua, Mary, and Joseph I What a horror l" exclaimed my mistress. 

0 And did you save yourselves?" 

'ttForty of' us saved or lives in a small boat and six or seven 

who gathered instantly .from the San Hermenegildo escaped in a dragnet. 

Joe Debora anchored himself to a piece of timber and reached the 

shore of Morocco more dead than alive." 

"And the rest?tt 

"The rest ••• the sea is large and many people fall in it. Two 

thousand men put out their fires (died) that day, among them our 

commander. Ezguerra, and Empa.ra.n, the co:im:nander of the other vessel.• 

"May God have mercy on me for saying it, but they deserved it 

for meddling in those games. If they bad been sitting peacefully 

at home as God commands ••• 8 

"Well, the oause of this disaster,• said Don Alonso, who liked 

to interest his wife in such dramatic events, "was as foll011'81 The 

English., favored by the darkness of the night. commanded their ship 

Soberio, the lightest one they bad. to put out her lights and station 

herself between our two lovely vessels. She did so. sharply turned 

her two broadsides, and hastily veered around to free herself' from 



the contest. The Real Ct.rlos and the Hermenegildo• seeing themselves 

hopelessly attacked, firedJ but they fought each other 'l1Iltil dawnJ 

aud j " st as they were on the verge of r mning f o 1 of each other, 

they realized v1ith whom they were fighting. and what Marcial has 

j st told you happened." 

'"Oh, how well they made a game of youl" said the lady. "That 

was clever. but it certainly wa•n•t befitting a noble people.0 

"What do you expect?u added Half-man. "I didn't like them very 

well then; bttt since that night •••• If they are in heaven, I 

don't want to go to heaven; jt1:st let me be damned for all eternity.• 

"Well,. what about the capture of the four frigates that were 

ooming from the Plata River?0 said Don Alonso, encouraging !arcial 

to continue his stories. 

"I was in that, too," answered the an.Hor, "and they left me 

there without a leg. They ca, ght us unprepared then, too, and, 

e.s it was peace time, we were sailing along peacefully like, co, nting 

the hours t1ntil we should reach home, when suddenly.... • !111 tell 

yo :r how it was. senora Francisca,. so that yon oan see the c'l'IJUling or 

those people. After the battle of the Strait, I set sail on the 

Fa.ma for Montevideo,, and we had been there a long time when the 

rear admiral received the order to bring ba.ok a fort11ne to Spain 

from Lima and B enos Aires. The trip was very fine• and the only 

mishap we had was a slight fever , which didn't kill '80 much as one 

me.n. We were carrying a lot of money that belonged to the King 

and private individuals as wellJ also we had what we call the 

"soldier b0%0 ; a name given to the pay of sailors who serve in 

,,, 
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America. If I am not mistaken., all this was worth a.bont five million 

dollarsJ and besides we had on board wolf hides., vie1 :ria wool, Peruvian 

bark, bara of tin, copper., and fina woods. Well ., sir, a:f'ter fif'ty 

days• sailing., we saw land on the firth of' October, and we were 

counting on entering Cadiz the following day., when., believe me I we 

saw four lady frigates appear in the northeast. Although it wa.a 

peace time., e.nd our Captain Miguel de Ze.piain didn't seem to have the 

least little suspicion., I am an old dog on the sea, and! called 

Debora and I told him the weather smelled like gim.powder to me .•. • 

Well , when the English frigates were near, onr co:rmnander ordered to 

ke clearing for actionJ the Fa.ma was . going in front~ and pretty 

soon we met a pistol shot from one of the English ve~sels on the 

windward. 

"Thon the English captain talked to us with his horn and told 

us.,. . notice how I admired his frankness ••• he told na to station 

ourselves opposite for he was going to attack n.s. He asked a thousand 

qi,estions, but we told him we didn't feel inclined to answer. While 

a.11 this was going on. the other three enEtJJzy" frigates had approached 

to ours in such a way that each one of the English boats had a 

Spanish one along the leeward side.• 

"Their position couldn't be better." said "ID¥ ma.star. 

0 Tbat' s what I say, too., 11 oontim,ed 'aroial. "The Rear Admiral., 

/ 
Don Jose Bnsta.mante., wa.s rather clever, but if J:. had been him •••• 

. ell. sir, the English oommodon (he meant commodore) sent on board 

the Medea one of those little, codfish-tailed officers., who said 

that., althottgh war was not declared, the connnodon had orders to 



arrest na. Thie is what comes of being English. The battle began 

in a little while. Onr frigate received the first ship along the 

larboard broadside. We answered the greeting; then cannon shots 

come. and cannon ahota go. It ' s a sure thing that we didn't have 

those her etics tight in our fi•ts. for the devil himaelf went and 

set fire to the Santa Barbara de Mercedes and she went up in smoke. 

We were so grieved because of this, and we lost heart . We did not 

lack courage, b Jt that thing they eall •• • mora.leJ that very moment 

we knw we were lost. Our frigate bad more hol es i n her aails than 

an old capeJ her ropes were brok:enJ there was five feet of water in 

her hold; the mizzenmast lay stretched 011t. she had three bullet holes 

f'lnahed with water, and enough dead and wounded. In spite of this. 

we continued the party with the EnglishJ bt.,t when we saw that the 

Medea and the Clara were not able to stand the scorching and were 

lowering their flags, we crowded sail and retired. defending ·our-

selves as beat we could. The cursed English frigate was faster 

than ours, we couldn't get awayJ so we had to lower our sails at 

three o ' clock in the afternoon. They bad already killed a lot of 

ua. and I was hal f dead on the orlop deck beeause a bullet wanted 

to take off my leg. They took us to England not as prisoners but 

as detained oneaJ a letter goes , a lettor oomes between London and 

Madrid. rt•s a sure thing they kept the money, and I am of the 

opinion that the King of Spain will aee a hair 's tip of that 

million dollars when I give birth to another legt• 

•so that's the way yo1 lost your leg?" asked Dona Francisca 

sympe.thetica.lly. 
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1tyes. aenoraJ the English, knowing that I wasn't a. dancer. 

thot~ght that one leg would be enough for me. They cared for me 

well on the crossing; in Plymouth I was in the mudgow six months 

With the baggage and a warrant to the other world in JI\Y pocket. 

But God didn't want me to sink so soonJ an English doctor put this 

peg leg on me, and it is better than the other, beca11se my own 

nsed to ache with the damned gout , and this one,, thank God, never 

hurts althottgh they shower it with a. volley of grapeshot. In regard 

to its solidity, I think it has it although I haven•t placed it in 

f'ront of e.n English stern to test it . • 

"You are very brave,., said my mistress . "God grant that you 

not lose the other one. He who aeekB danger ••• •" 

When Marcial'• story was finished, the dispute concerning 

li'hether my master · would go to the fleet or not started again. Dona 

Francisca persisted in the negative, and Don Alonso, who was a.s 

gentle as a lamb in the presence o:f his wife, sottgbt excuses and 

quoted every kind of argnm.ent to convince her. 

9 But we are only going to see, wife, just to see and nothing 

more," said the hero with a supplicating glance. 

"Let's leave off nonsense." his wife answered. "Both of you 

are a good pair of absurd old fools.• 

•The combined fleet will stay 1n Cadiz, and they will try to 

force entrance." said l•rcial. 

"Well., then, " added my mistress, •yott oan see the fight from 

the wall of Cadiz; but in regard to the boats ... ! say no, and no~ 
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nyO"' easii go "',o Cadi~ ·t:oo,.ff as.id Don Alonso~ a.1:i:,;;;i.o•JS' 'to ~01~ 

t11:0w heated 'O:tir.trero:rwe in vll1ieh ve,:y excited .oomti$n'ts alte-rmted 

wi:1,h the re&ding, I noticed tlu;.t they were d:svu1ng the plan of n 

adva.nee t,f the sqt1:z.dron.$ and thl;?' ~l:osion of th~ hroadsid~.s; with 

his: heAd.J' th& roeld:11,e:; of the struggl.ing ;;1hipa1 with hi1s body. t:fae 

fall of the si:rJ.d.~. ship'' s !85.de; vtitll ids htimd,'" the raisin$ w1d 



lower~ .a,f sig:JJal flil,t\)Si i;ri·th a ligh:b vithistle he mil.:nic.ke4 the 

boa.tawi,i.ixrt a ox·dex"; Ytitli t11.o lJlO'iva oi' his peg; lat; tl.fh"&i1tENt the flQol'., 

tho .rot:U" of .Q.. ei\l'lli~n, l.-:ith hiG ste.~"X;r;l.1¥.; tong1~e, ·t;oo oa:ths. .6\.oo 

Jl:cra~e slwuto ~t' th.o l)e.t:t'.le. i\s ID¥ :mn.&:tes:• 1i1as £tiding· him w1;th too 

er~teot of' ~"'l'ity. :r, .~a·o,i.GeJ by his $ample~ also \dsl-i~ ·b.o add.· 

bi·t;; and t,harcfby give a~preasiou 'k..v 1irl. i:nte:uao :wa:ed of noise :aaldng. 

·,'ihioh ia ·ai1 a}i:tsoJ.ttt.e oooessi·~~ ;u1 ·!;;110 l.1:ve.$ oi~ obildre11. 

011. gee;i,.,g the e~itarwnt Qf the two :!IIU.lors. :i:. ·t.Ol'J, vm.13 ,mublo 

to eontrol my .t"t,cli-ng. t..n'1 I be~n to t!Jrn oi~le$ -t:.l"tr.J'ljgi~ the roor11. 

('Tl:it1i ittth!Cuy witll wiluel1 PTt ~ate1· ·trea:!;oo rue in hii11, hom gp:v:e ma 

li.1:le'l:"t;f 'l:,o 001:i.e.··,t-0 in suoh ~ ,:~ex"••) ~':ith liJ.iY head £u:li .·arm& I 

i:mit,a,,t~d tho pos:l·tian ot· a. ~ssel ?u1111.1a-ig: tho wind• am at the ~ 

~ hoa1"se voioo I Ght>t!1.;.oo a r~ao,mding booll1$ boot1t 'ho 

iSU.il<n"':t tMJ childlike as ! mi tl1.at ocoa.s1M., ~id w &ttonti0-n to v.ue.t 

:l:: \'.'no doi,i.1g,, £'1:>:t' t:11.$.)" m;re t,oo oiigro~s:ed in their ovril 'theUfs:,hts. Emr 

I hA1WO lO.,"l:,ii:ihod em Jtf)CO.lli1;i.g ·tho.:!; U~l.l.G J. Uow- 'tr11.e it ia (i:li'l.;l:t all dtte 

,of old ~n and bl/'ingG age.in tlio e.nbics of t'i:i.e eradle to the vei·y 

ed.~ of' tho ~ve i 

'l'hey 'V:l$'t'(} 11~cy in9:olwd in the.i:r eon:f.'aNn®· wiwn th~y heEl.l°'tl the 

footste~ of none. F'raneis:()a re'c'•1l'ning from the oovelll\• 

uin0 i.s oo-lilingJ" ,a.xel4il1led Eiaroie.l wit.b terror. 

i'Jit:h t~igned. '(iX:>:i:np.on1~·-0 they instantly p11i; &:way ·hlieir plru1$ .and 

$ta:1 .. b.ed 'balking o..C t.ri1rrial :i:aa-tters .. , But as j1l'Vonil.e blood arum.at 



be ca d as a di nly, Id! •to cot"ff the e.ntrane of stress 

t -eontin1ted po:rt "tt.s, •v.10 rampe.rt to atar-

oard I L 1ft l The broe.dni 'e fro leeward l · re l Boom,. boom I" Sh& 

rnint; the broadside or llOl" 

right hand atr1rek on t e tern with S''ch good e.im ! aavr stars. 

"You~ too d, floggi pi.tile ly. ~?ow, yon 

s e,, s: added_. dartir--5 , fiery l;,;Jle.noe r '1181 ro, yo,, are 

tcachir..i:; 1 1 to 1 r spoct ror me,"' nd t 11-ning to she tormed, 

"Do o 1 t ink yon · ill in .; e Calota., bnsybody?" 

Th . sp · e d':'<l in th~ .foll<M'ing imnner. no attempt 

-to defend myse a~'&inst anoh s '!perior , ! lowere the flag 

of nr.t ignity e.nd tear llly and Bl: . lly retired to the kl. tohenJ 
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Do - F1"'all.OiSet>. P'"N' 

in th k.t tc n and 

ie with a shi::mer of repeated lows. I nehored 

to cry a I ly itate over the 



V 

:tn hot"' t'lppoaition ·to t;'h~ t'oolish dotor,.jil~:t.io.n 0£ her h1.1:acmtd• 

Dc;ma 1,!i"aneiaQG did not rol:y M.tly 0t1 her arc;t~11.ents prm'i.011,Sly e~asoo, 

oouittea tl'u1-00 .~ had Et110tl1er vcnfy powerftil Oine. whi.cb ~he 't~s too 

wis.e to t1so in tb.e preoorline co1weraa:M.Qn. 

the 1•oad~r does not .k:n.ow it, e:r.d :r am going; to e2:plain it 

xww.. 1 thlrlk ! have wr:lt·t,mi tt~t 'J!f9 ?11AUter a.:ld mistrGsa. had one 

ta,;Kt,ter.. Her r.!\mo was. reoai'bn.; ,Jho had j•11.rb- psi.mod. her i'irtoe.nth 

1:d .. rtl:i..day a11li ·was j1:ist. a. hit olda:r than 1., Re.r ;rna:rriag:a to a yo1~ 

e.rt:illery officer$ named I;;al.espira.. vi/as already arranged.. l;'.l\S 

,t\ :me:rJlber o.f a. f&ID:ily in 1):1dl:,~Sidox"ia and distantly ~b.ted -to '!1fJ' 

mat.ross.. Thei weddil',g he.cl been set. £or the la.st of Oetote1", ar.d 

. ci1e ·<::an sf',,o 'l,l'lBt t110. nbae11-ee or 'tlw bride's father on s.ueh a .solem 

ocea.sion wo:1Jld. have ·ooe.u inallvisahle: .•. 

I .e,m goii~ to tell 8ior.oothing abottt nq seiio:rita. her swethefiLrt1 

tlieir love a£f'air* and thelr a.pproaclung 'W&liding. !Ut i here i"fl 

memories. bec:W'~ nelru1eh.oly a11d evolil3 atrflnge •. persillte:ut it~ge1" 

xihioh .sc~erll to h~ve corcre from e.noth~r wo1--ld.; I do not, 1alow if' the 

enttthions awake~ed il1 trt:}7 ti1"Ud !tee.rt bring :me joy or pai.11., Tl:'ieae. 

,meioorie& whieh seem: t.n gl• today in 1I5t/ brain, like tropi;ca.l 

fl()wers t1"{1n$plc.nted from "t:,ho fl'Q~en !>l'Glt"th, sor...et:u.1ee make ne la~igl1 

.y~rb often £lake me w.oti.de1r ... * ,. gw~ lot 1,ra toll them for the 

yeade1· :ma.y tire o.f am1ojring reflections W'hieh. ar-0 of intervst to 

only one mrtal., 

Itosita as wrJ pretty. I re~:r her ooe.nty perfeotl,y* bl''lt 

it woi.tld be ver,; diffio'!:1l.:t to de~eribe her f"ee.:tu1•,es.... I oon. st:'.l'e lr.ter 



olclor 1xiopl.e 

r~ 

pla;;r w1th her a11d <'tnd)~t·c her l:mper1rine11oi<ia. 

not 0\~1Jn in Ii>~~s ,,~is ·!;ha d.:i.~r,nri"ty o£ 1311r 
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:t ,·yicd, no go ~t £or hffl:"· to -~ t~ eohooi bttilding and 

M~ h~r b~. Thia tnak wu ~ st\')l-e.~ j,.,y;- att..d when I 'MU. 

bU$J' with $tmJG ,,nexp,~ ·wo1r~ awl thiG hapP!f a.ssi~nt was given 

to &.UOt;her:,. I ti.01,~t :t w.s s,u.ttermg ~:;ho bittereet diMppoin~ ... 

tt.n.t fate 'M>"ld ever .f'or<W .me t:o ~,,.,.. ii,. ~te~ delir;llt- wtUJ to 

olisb hlts 01:·ange tree in the patio tmd f9ltho-r the· blossom& on the 

hiti:lwst branah&s t<>r hOFf I w<:mldaJt .have tra.d-od thitt po.ait:i.:0n f-or 

i.ra.t of a king, Q;rr a golden ttwone.. l oan n;~r- no. happiness 

greater tl:$n tl•t 1. U'$0.d to f'oel as I ohe..aed r.er in t.J:i.at ~al 

-~ of Md~ ~et~ If she re.n like .,. gazelle,, I na· like a 

l:.il"d to atch .herr eoono-r .tl.rld B¢itieil hev ~ au.y ~ of her body th&t 

I eottld grasp.... tthen the ~ol~s •l"& rowrsGd and st~ OO®ini& t:l~ pi.,r... 

a 1ier and l thei 00,1,pt, ow_ th~ innocent. ploa.11,mrea ·of th.at ai'1x:tim£, 

~ w,n•e repeated.t ru1d ·t11;0 4.ar:te·st -~ t~liest ~r., mw,re: I 

hid. Witl1 a f:earfttl arA ·trembling ~ to awtlit tha to~:d1 · of her 

i:mger ~ .. ~ .f.\ tri1e pa1"adiJ.la for ·ma~. l 1111&11 add that l. n.e-vor 

:had mie tbo·~,ght or .~tiou 01:1 tlletm oe~ioM. that tU.d not emnr.ate

ft'cm the innocent p.tti·!;~y of <ehil&io.od. 

Jl..ru:1 Y.hfl.t shall I sa.y of' 'nm'· song? Frcvi ear·J.1 oh11dh<md ahe 

m,u,i;;; the: "cle~ ru1d. "®'!ll:\i!lff (Ande.l 'i1Cian son;es) id.th tr~ skill ,&r.!d · 

!2~a,•ty ot t:.!ie nigb-1Gingnle 1'!,•hose porf'ec.t -arti~'l' 1& '-mlear~d ·ttm 

lJJlf}l'£tOtieoo. l'..Wl"J'OOO ;r?J'UiU.d her talt:!!nt,. tmd thC¥ tUied to gt\th~ 

i-n little ~0-1llp'f to 11tten to hert brtt. thu1r a.pplanses of.fonded me.., 

ar.di 1 vfOU'ld. ~ pre,:f-e1•red -t'bat $be be silent in t.he· pre$ence of 

oth<,ra. fl\$ vA1rulo'holy tr111 of mr sont;; ,ms even mof'e sortenoo 

~ t-lw illnoe.~- o-f ~ yo~ 1'.roiee-.., The rfflre:r.beratt.ng notea -wnre 



t.:lw.t had oou.i~d tn ver»f! cloors: or i .. eavon and x-et•~:::ned ·to G~ 

l'oi~ .~r{.,.al ears. .soul,. i:oll0tti11g the 1;r.1,tr,!.'.l of lwr voino,,, $00:road 

·to e~ v;itit the m1i-ell of' thQ ::.11ttie.,, hti.1:ig, .sus:pended on the vibrat• 

ing t'tJllOS,: and contr""~ tM;J w:ie roolody cUed ~'Y• 1!er voi® e;.!'f~oted 

~ so Stl,$~l?i ~specially i;ii tihe pr.E)sance of o-thQ:X-$.; t:b.a't;. I $ttCter.ed 

a~t~l phya:i~•l pain., 

Aa I l~v-,,.i said, 1¥0 we~ tl.lmst 'tho na.tll'l a.go, fo:r stte Wl:1s only 

eig;h!" .,o,r· rdne m:oni.h$ older t1uu-· I. 1;:11-t I was ~ll and frail ~dl,n 

ah.:e: tl~veliop&,,;l ~.ri[)ll"o'f1sl,y; oc:n:·i.$eq',~:t-ly Sfv the, ontl c:f xo:y t.h.roo yea;r.aJ' 

tlleit· hO"~, s.b,o looked 1.Ywh older ·t~ :t. Thoae 'hh:ree 

\'1ftia more rlitlOhievons tlwi I, 

her wa1~!t 1'.>l'% with wey littlli 

At the end of t;hrc.';} y,oar:a I 11oticed that ray ttd~d ~..il.ll"ita. Vffl.'S 

l};rowit1g lar(ller, a.ild her be(l,1'l'ty was t1l:\tr1ring; ller fa.oo 'W'aS liwliat",11 

f'trller., ,mr.mer; her luge r;;1re&,. :mor.~ o:itprtt'l'!J'Siwi. hei- ir.J.-ro,10e,,. fill'1aer 

nnd etea.d.ier. ! du not kni,w whether her rw,w~ta. Weil"() light9r ·.:.,r· 

n.~J ttrt th$y were eert41nly cht\ngod, altno,,t~h l oonld not then$ nw 

can I .nO'.v dete'.i'".:W.ioo haw they tt1eft diff~erent.. nut none .of these 

cr,a;r.g$lt bewi1!:tel':ed :ma :so nrt!eh ,q tha trans:fo~·h.ion 0f hu1~ voi~ which 

aeq;rrired a ee~m ele:a.r .gra.viti!" w~ di.ffe:re:o:e from. tile troU.~re.,. 

lmppy s~:re~li iwit.h which SM 'f!ttoo ti:; eall oo., and 1.1hich poiiicsea~e.d the 



Ti4,'f li:btlc 



~ise a:n.d gr~vity; sove:rAl t:tra.es ! notiot.d that aha tO:'Ok pains not 

·to ah<m even an beh aoove 'rx&l" bea.'l:'ftifnl. ~ukleJ and thia syaten of 

art:t\11 OtfflCes.~ ,ms ffl'l of'fense to the dig.rlit'IJ of one wr.o lm s:e~ 

m,t1eh hit;mr. I lattg-~1 ·l'.IOl'l when I .corlSidor how~ hMrt t1aod to~ 

~ fr-Om tho.Ge ~~;• 

Bt.'tt at.ill more. torriblo msfo.Jl't~$ were to ~tt:r-. Om day 

dtl!'S.Xig tbi-s year .of' her ti"a:11$:fonatio~ Mll:lt 1116.rtina.~ :Rosario the 

Ooo-k,. ~1a1. ~ Gther p0.¥"'$QnS e.-monc th.e e;er·vr.nts -wo1"e 11-'-"Sily 

talking a~ some i;t&no-ua stter. I a.ppli-ed. m., -tU.l.ige:nt; ,eer, allli I 

leo.nioo that a~ntS rnmora were ahroad; tlle flenorita v.ie.s going ·t-0 

be l.llarr:.i.e:d.. '!:he thing was. lr.nb.eard or• for I didn*t -even. lmow $he 

had. n svro-ethes:tt. 11n:t. at that t:lme all too pa.rents ~fed the 

msJ?id.o.ges,. a.i:u :tt .is a vt-ond-er more tli&:l-tt. t:'r'll"n ofit. badly. 

r:ell.,- Q. y0:¥1:ag sn .from. a great fsa.'11-ly a.ske.d. f"1>r hel'" ht\nd,_ and 

nw ziaste-r and m~ss granted Ma ~.st.. Thia yt:,,'11'1@; ~ e.a..."l.JS' 

to their br,t1$.SJJ. M~ed by h.ia pa.rents who held the title of 

$000 co,!lnt Ol" mN.1 qui11., The ~'-"itor ~ weo.1?:b'lt; a.. r.arine t(lt",d.forn ae 

he 'belon~ to the· natitios. btlt in spite of: ai:1eh. olega;n--t dress, ·:ne

had a r.atlwr dt&pleas-in&; appe~mu.,,., ?le -r:.1.""'St have eGolnooi so tt, 

my little mietrostJ.1 to-r f:roEt tho :first a1tc shcwled a repttgi1&neo 

towmrd t.b&.t weddin~. Ber mother tried to convince her,, bitt in 

ve;tn; she 1"eminded her of her swtw1thee.rt1 s goo-d. talents,, his loft-y 

lin$age, and 1-d.s great; wc~lt-h. The g!~l ffi\s not 00-nvi11eed, a.nd :she 

met the-ee indncemonte with otl'ier "1"".f s.cnaib-l.e 1&ri~ts .. 

nmt the littl& rascal~ si.le;nt on the nnin point and the 

rc-~izo:. point mttJ ·that she hAd mlQt.her SW"e-otlwart wi1.om she tr'fily 1~. 



all 



I coJmsitiered a vain a1,:d 1mtr~1tl1f-.,l .1I1u.n, and lato:rJ I sa.1, hi?a. 

cle-a.&~ly· Bi$ .s11eh., nll:lstGt" cemd Jsd~1a''(l$S rGeoivod him, as Yrell rw 

:swoethee.~.;; eent.:tn1~,.l eo.ru:ri.g t;o ·falto ho11:so ever, day alo:i:1e or in bh~ 

oorti.pa.ny o:ll.' hi$ fat:her. 

There WRS a 1~1 ohs.nt;o 111 my li~ble t..1ir.r·,,roi,s. 1Ier i!tdi:t'ferevco 

'fla-s so mE.U'ked e.s t,o tcn,eh iipon cor.ittemp"t;. crhon for the firs'i~ ti.~ r 

o·chors to l,o noble1 rich.J .and 'fr1se \,;rhile w.;r linee.g:e 

rrry only posa.<:HMc1iot1 1cy body and ~· t&re ~bility 

eff~e,tion :ireeei•.redy I 

il:: ~e,l'1JJ world~ t't?.cd onl;:f le.t'Or 

eoolnosn w:tbh which sh.o i;;reai,ed ~1.e.,, I loe;i,. CN1• 

fitkinee,, ,mm I did not da.re 'bo operi. Yir'J lips in he:t• Feoo11.eo, nnd I 

attcntiwlii• o1Jseti1od ind:lcc.t:tana of love rii:1siell vreN ~et:tiriur; 

her,. lilien ho wan latelt I sa".11 hor irapa·bient and sad; at the slight•, 

est n?ise which mif;l1t indicate the t\pproach of: soml.':H>11.e,. her be£v1ti• 

fao:o f~lt11Ja<l, o.nd h.01"' blaek eyen~ gli.$'t011(11d v,rl:bh a,,1:1.;"tii'.rl;;y rim1 h@p<h• 

hei· to hidt:l };:,,en:' joy» 

ho'~Ss ..... 0.1,mys in the 



little 





-- . _,, 
'l,h~ ,isea cl1al"t of !lea.la anlia,110 and Voldes on the :100011.ers Sitil 
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bettor 

follO'.'lilJ{l: diwr• sndtl0nly1 ai'tier ordere :\".ad ali~eady I::0011 

isnprmr, strong knoclca sot'.11t1ded on th<~ door a.nd I ,t;o, 



nobility of long ago.. Xl'lll·t nig.llt he wa.J:; w.a~ring a. riding ooe.t,. 

slwrt b~hes wi·t.h 'be ota, ~ Prot~1g,~ bet.; a ve1";}1' ht\U.lti.&ome cap::> 

or tine 60$l'"lat C<lettn lirm with eil.'k;. whioh et that time was tho 

~~ ele~ ~lent ar~g the yov~ ~ 

At, soon as he entffl'eiil,- I knew ~thing; was wrong. 1:1:e went 

~igbt to t:he dininr;. ro.om and .all -::-Bl"',CJ ~11 G'rrpt'i.m,it to soo 

him at thMi 'bn11.r,., for ~ bad novar oofore be~n the:~ a.t ni,~t;.. lZy 

lit'h.~ lid.~4s q,1iekl1 r•l.iaid that st:ioli a.a 1~~ vis.it ~ 

d,;io to. ~len.se.m news •. 

! sbo.ttld h&tro said that. t~lw$pu:ia wt\$ an aX"'fjilleey 0£.ficer ·OU 

lca.w ill Vii>jo:r al:tho1,.gh 11& was ~rison.e.d in c(cli:c.. 

ttAs the :tloet lttelw :,perso.~1.n he added .• '1tooy haw Oll'd•red 

is iuev1table4 am t.11» majority of th$' ships lack tl.rtillo:eymen..11 

•.ree'na, l'Jary._ nnd Josop.ht' :e.xelai:med Drma. J!1."t\n0isea., DO-re ~. 

thlU1 alive. '*A:nd $1' ~., a.re tak~ yot:i1 ~Y tool rre.11. l like 

that t snt y:0,1 •tll"e on land. d~'.'!t'IJ,. '.!'.f' i".ri.fmd., 1'ell th.en to ~doi"t,;tn.nd 





tutur& ~tiona.;n. 

"Yos" s:·1:11-'""e* s'nt'o ... '~ ai<l noia Frtt.noi.&0&. mimickini i.11&. ~1i. 

~t t.one wi tll whieh ~ 11auter bad upoken theae :1ast v10rtb.1.,, fl Yea,,, 

$nd all f'~ ·wl:$1:.'? Beoa,:-&e it i«J the ·erA.sy whim ot thoso d~llarda for 

a.r-e yGu le&ving?1t 

ttTOlllOlTOW• !bey have revoked 11W" lea,.re and erder.ed ml>' to a~ 

~t&l.f in· Cadi$:.rr 

It is iupot.'.a-ible fow me to paint wi,t;h words or writing ilbat. I sa 

in mq ~ sei.io.r-ita"'s ~ when she beiU."d tho$C word&,., ~"he two .sweet

hearts looked. at. ~h · otilffl."' a long time and a ae.d a.1lenoe followed the 

a:nno1:inoG1uent fif tho approe.ebin.i depart~, 

1.rThi# CN1't be end'l:tred.-n said P&fia Fnwiooa.., nsoon they will be 

earrJini of£' the ei vilia.ns,. al'.ld •th.en the women. if t~ take a. notion., 

Fath.er-u ,sho eontin,red• looking; to hea.ve:n v1ith an expression of piety. 

fl' I do not mean to offend Thee if I 6f1Y ~. be the .ea. ell which "they 

~1,,, m.'.l.d more ~ bJ he \YOO- ftll!tde the fi:rot oamitm. to giw those 

expression of' pI·ote.st. against ·the in&ttlta directed &:t. the W.'(:)l.'tl.iy 

artillery., A:t"t&rwe.rds he said• ·tt'lhe ships proba.bly lack good ue.ter'6.'l 

Juc,,1&1,, who ~d i.he eonve:n•sation £rom tll.e door... co~ld not 

reatrain. himself and he ·entered saying., "tfuat do .- rmed ~, 



n Tho 'lr:b1idad lj!l;S 140 ea1::n:1on,. 32 &.:e€\' tllirty ... six rr.dllime·to1'"s; 34" 

,t;v;r--ent.y•fo~Jr iT.ilU.niotc,rs; 315 aro twelve lfllilUr01et;o1·1S; lo1 oigl:rt; ~l\,'.l:lti 

10 moll ef farenty-four roillimetors. the Pri11eipo de As:buriu.s 

h&a 118 e,,amt:n11 the So.:i:rt.a Ana .. l20; the na,yo, 100; tho 1:ep:,,mt~o110;; 
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nv,11:~ tol.:l yo11 to. tentl to ·l:ihiz bltainoss, senor }".61.re.S.al '?11 e:ir:claimed 

?.?i•e,noiaoe., tt~;hat dnes i'c i:attei· -!;Q na if they he.vo fifty oi'" eitc;htyJ.'* 

ta-reinl <1cir.:t:l1t·rod" i:.11 spite of her harar1g'ne1 hie l-o:,al ennro~tion,; 

hiB approv't.1.l• 

cm1tirt1r-0d taU.:i:i10 ·thns, "I?iclt, Don Iaafalll11, don't f;o. fer Goo'e 

sak1;,.- yo'I bolo1~; on land..,, that yo1t n:eo going t,o be :mar:dcd. 

Nit.poleO'i1 v..a1its wa.1~.,, let bi1,i figtr~ it alono I lot hil!ll. oo:m.o an<;.t say,. 

:sam.• -VJhy :tifis:t. Spain b1':il e,1h,jo<rt to ·!;lm silly t'aneie& 

gentler.an?ct' 

ft:Really;ri s.a:1.d l'falespina, •10,11" /51,ll.ianea 'l'lith rrm1ea has be@:n ells-

aJ1 ignorrurt ,::an. J: iii~,,esa he 'believe$ he Ct\:!!1 €\:overn a nc:bio.:;1 

a g;ui:tar.11 

1:;eace :t~ael., it eo2:1t:tnnod the yoirr_.;g rann., nwc ·~;cn•e 

Alonso; ati·:i.klttg the table 'W1.th hiii 

o:t·<lkn."ed tho $hips t;o. h£:avo ·tc:1 lru.-hoe.w,i. 
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of' 

:t10pt1blic,. for "'chat p1~; ''S at tho iaercy ot the lfirst Ctnw}1l and i'Qt"eed 

tis to lend hi.ra aid in 1'l8.rs \'thi<>h vrere of an iuto1:-ost only to hiln. w.d 

Arr:erica l.~{lcd 

o-oi,Jte& lei't ·to th0 

order t-0 sa'tis!'y :hi~ htttl to agree ~1 give 1:ranee 

t:;ho1'sand dolle.rs vrhich 'Has eqiJivi,lcnb to bnyi:nr; 

of '~Ja.]?Qleon vrho warrto<1 1;,his vei·•y thing. 011:r navy '!riJS.$ at i;ho w'hilr.t of 

the F:b:>st, Cons.ul., novr r,1.:1:; emperor, who.,. a.spirittf; to eor::.cq,wr the Znglish 

deooit,,, orderod the corr.bitlfHj, fleet to leave rn~rtini.qi~ with 

the id~a dre,1,vi1:1g, tho fJri tish a~ilt>r~ i'rom En:ro11a,. th:ls s1;N"h.e12:y 



in 

Will 

,, 
ai,:.p:coa-0hing;. n1:1d f'ils."' 't,ho pnrposo .of blooli:ndil2g Cadiz.. The l'!rpni.'li~h 

nrt will 



ship$· a~ 1'1\'uned mo.etly by e. 'bouy .of f':rivol0'!11,t., la.z.y :men v1ho sea.r~oly 

know th(tir dl~• iro-r is Q1lr .:tnfezbry division a model, fo;r the vaoa:nt, 

po$i:l;i®S haw been filled w'l :th land forces,, very ht'l'.ve., dt;>ttbtle,.e'S',1 

btri;; ea~ily mnde .,ea.sink." 

'*tieu .• t• said .Irif ma.st.er,., "vrl'chi:n a rw days we shall 1~ th(! o~· 

eor.1e of' all tl?~s.,1' 

nr al:i:~ady mow r1h~t tho 01ri:;co:Gi.c1 will be.,lf obao1"'rod Prino. Fro.~isea. • 

.iv::U;;I1oht i'ail,. th~ r;errtle!11ell will MY they ha.ve attained mtich glol";{ 

13.J.ld. ·.c;;dll ret11,tn k!mae w:1:bh l,rakerJ.: lien.ds.,n 

~w~_. ?1hat do yo"" :moan by the:t?tt' asked Don Alon.sa.,. witho:tit being 

a.l::ile to eO'.o.:l;rol a e-t1ddon fi,t; of a~:&er t'.t~t. lasted only au i1'.tS~t., 

n:Mo:t"~ that1 you J'1 ffhe quickly ar'.m.-oi"ed. "'B1J.t pe1·l'1&ps: God 1i?ill v:ish 

t,o ~v>.J i'ou. Rafe0:l, t'O .ra·t11~n w"'e a.nu .SQU!ld •. n 

Thi$ oomei~:$t.1.:tion took pl.ace dtnng s:ripper,. irhieh,. ne;edlese. ·to tlS.y, 

~ .~ vo:r, a.ad ~l; end aftor the l1!\$t rem7Jre,1 'i-he. £o'l1r persons did 

~Qt say .Q. word-. A.,.+>ter :s1:1ppet~ the vory t:e:nderr f'aru .. ~ll tonk place,. and 

es ~ t;;pocial i'avo1• befitt:in.g tbS.t 'mha.PFJ ,eooe.sion.,, the kind parent,e 

le.i"t tlw Sffl;lothearco alone t.,o take le&ve of '1&oh, other so tha't; no, 

retctooooe might i'oroe them ·to omit .eom.e,: ~-ord oe.pable of' partly &t:,$1,a.ging 

·their dtiep uorrqw,. As l \>J&s unable ··'c,o be p.reaent at this $cen$.-, l .8.'111 

t-;z:ia~re of r.1i~h t.hat l~~pe:11.ed there; h~.rer, it can easily be pre$'tr!.i.ed 

that th.e1~ wore t1.ll ~--he endear:llients ilnag,ixmblo f,or ea.eh. other., 

t'h,e;n Eril0spil:1tt left tho .roOJJl,;; h:e 'til'&S as pe.le as a d®d 1nrui... Ee 

tool: le~vi@' of rir.f 1aaa:ter li.nd :m:ist1.1ess,: 1vho e1.-ibl"O.eed him af'foot.io:tte.t~ly. 

aud h.e ;:reut ~Y• ;~;11,.e,n we 1trertb to on:r little mistrees,, vre. f'c(:l,,in her 
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on the f'ollavrlng 1.aorniut~ s. great s.,irp1·iee was being prepared tor 

me, e.nd the greatest rage of her life vm11; 1:n store f:or .r:ry mistrtu,s., 

\'ifhen I arose Don Al01loo was i."t ,an excellem state of hi~r. and his 

wife as more irritable tlran ~s1:ial. \~'hen she wont to ,.<.19.~s with Rosita,$ 

I uotioeti my iiasto:it ht'lrried.ly ~,1e,t some ,shirts, other articles of 

olothi1:1g, and hi& t'l:Jlif'om into a va.11.ee. ! helpt"'...d hil"'<1 and it s..U. 

$llelled like a f'licb.t to :ir.e,. ra.ltho~ I v.ias s1ll'prisod at l:'lOi:; seeing 

:Marcial aro't!nd a.nywhero<11, lio.vfflver,. l didn't stop to q;neation kli:s 

abs.enca. fffl."' Don li.lonso,,. having arranged his baggage. seemed voey 

impe.tient ~~il .f'iffllly the old sailor arrived,., 3 There .is th~ 

ooo.eb.. t,et•s go before sh.e ooP.wo.," 

I on.:rried the valise. and ;tn the tr.iinkling of' an 0ye Don Alonso. 

if'arcial,. er,d I went o~ tlwotigh the corral i'O.te so a.a; not to be $Gen 

by anybody,;. wo oliti'lbed. in.to the etuuse~ :at-id it started o.ff a.a fast 

t'\a the ,1eaknese: of the !le.{:, a1ld tlie ro11ghness of the road pel":mi:1..-ted. 

for tho rosd wtlQ 'b&d for horeevaok riders am terrible f'or coaches. 

:e,:r.t. in spite of tbe bit; b'l!l:ll)S and ridges we quiekeood O'O?"' pace,. and 

o,u- poor bcdios we,re not relieved or th.o trying discomfort 1,ntil 

too town WWJ l0&t f'rol;, si€iJl't .. 

?hilt jo':rmey plE-'E!.sod :uie: very mnan. be~ueo every ,:,()VOlt'j- eaaily 

excites the tiund.s of children. :t';ar.oia.1 eo,Jld ~ly eoutain lti.1m:mlf 

tor joy• end .~ :.naster, who B:li i'ir1St mNlifested al.most as :m11GJ:1 gaiety• 

oee:med ratlwr sad whon he eo1,l(l no l.on&-er ooe the ·tmm. From Mme to 

·l;;ime ho WO'flld say. nAlld. she is so trtterl,y 11m1;w-~ o£ all tlde, ~ 



will she rte.y when sho reaches ho:me and doesn't find us?n 

My heart svrelled within me at ·t;ho sight of the landscape and the 

joy and. freshness of the morning. I was thrilled wiJch delight at the 

prospect of S£eing; Cadiz -SOOY111 with its i:ncompe.rable bay filled 'i/\ti,. th. 
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ships; ·with its noisy, :merry street;; with its Ce,leta, to me the s;ymbol 

of f:re0dom. in the most beautiful time of ray lifo; its plaza; its wharf, 

and other ple.ces were very dear to me. Vie hadn't gone tr...ree loag_,,es 

when we saw tv.ro gerrtle:m.en riding fine sorrels coming behind 1\is 1 :and 

soon they joined 1,s.. FJe in'll1l.0d:i.ately recognized them as Ma.lespina and 

his i'a.ther$· ·that tall, stiff, talka'.bive, old gentleman ·whom I have 

:mentioned before. Both were snrprised to see Don Alonso, and m11ch 

/ 

more so, when he told them he was g;oing; to Cadiz. to set sail. The 

son received the news .sadly, but the father, who (as even then I 

eo11ld see) was an 1mredeemable old bhtsterer., pompously congratulated 

my master on his deter:mina.tion and called hi:m ·the flower of seamen, 

the insp;t;ra.tion of sailors., and the honor of our rm-tive land. 

Vue stopped to eat at an inn in Conil. They gave the gentlemen 

what they ha.d, and ]Jnrcial and me what the:te was left which certainly 

wasn•t :m.1,ch. Af:l I waited table I could hear the conversation, and 

then I learned the character of the old man Malespi11a be·ctor; if at 

firs'c he appear0d a. vain. h;rpocrH;@., he now seeme<l ·t:1lJ most accomplished 

liar that I ever heard in my life. 

A/Ialespina., who was not re1a:!:;ed to the famous seaman of the same 11run.o., 

v.ra.s a rot:i.rad ar-1:;illery colonel., and he prided himself on his pe.rf'ect 



m.at1.0.geiri.ent of the e.:i"t.ill e:ry. •. 

think th.at r;aa v,7ott'? Ctioo:ra.l 

Rit1ardos placod ~ an a. hill vt:i'th j:\O'Jl" g1,11s and ordered. 1,ie not ·bo 

fire t~itil ho .oom:r~r:rded m.o ,t;o do so.. 131,,-1; I soo.;: -tl,-i:i:1;g';S 111 a di:f':i'erent 

tiltMmer; 1: Yffls vo_r,;J qniet nr.rbil a Fronch col.1'.!"11:rn ~JG anil ~tationed 

i"I,aolf hi i'ro11t of' :me in s-no'h a position ·th~t :my shotG co'1ld pie1~t,o 

it i:l"o:m one end t.o ·i;ho <tther,. Tho Ftench formed a l"ler"fecrt~ line. I 

tbay sent a:not'.11.ar eolu:m.n to &:t.;t:a.ok t;he troops. on 1'fi'i right, 11nd th.a.t 

eol twm h~d ·tho se.roo luoki,t and auohhor,. end isu1other It a:nd. .e.notlwr • 

imtil ·i;l1e battle was v,o:ti. it 

n!ii;tn. t;l:ifll,t is 1ria.rvelo1,s't n said: rti;;· Das·be1~, wt11> nl'tlhi:>Mgh r<!'iali~ins 

the n111t~nit:i:'tde of the fa.lsehoQd• did not vrish ·to oe.ll his friend n liar., 



-t.1-oit .~ve 011t.~ l,. mvertholeas., ~-£ one grea;t .effort e.nti. lot«icd 1\. 

g;:m with the key~ ef the chltrr'bhf b1~ l didn1t h.9.V'e :.;:a~r o.f these., $0 



a phras<t with whiQh he ,:used to greet 

him on codfish and white sheny,."' 

every day when I l 11J1Ched 'With 

" Did he eat that £or lunch?" 

nT t ie w: .t he a.te and liked it. I nsed to take him bottled 
/ 

codfi from. Cadiz, and it swell presel'Ved with a specirio treat-

ment of ey own invention. tho recipe of · hich I have at hoim. " 

"That is onder£ .1l. And did 70 reform the English artUlery?" 

a.omd 1JJ3 ster. 'Trg1ng him to contin e .for his own ,entertainment. 

:ttcompletel y . There I inffnted a cannon which wa.s not ever fired 

boea se all London, incl ·~ing the oourt e.nd ministers, o a.nd begged 

me not to teat it for fear that many ho"ses wo, ld fal l to the ground 

from the terrific shock 0£ the report. " 

And so s ch great invention ha& been destined to oblivion?" 

ffThe Emperor of n, ssia wanted to bn.y it., but it was: :im.poas1ble 

to move it from its original position. " 

"tell, yott eoold eave lS fro destruction by inventing oanuon 

to destroy the gliah fleet ith om shot. 

n 0 answered ~alespi • "I thinking abo,,t that, and I believe 

t ha t I sl 11 be e.ble to realize 'IIJ:i ambition., I shall show yon tho 

plans I havo n:ade . not only to increase to a f'abtilolla degree the 

caliber of the artillery g""tt8,- but also to conatr1ct resistance 

plates to defend the ships and castles.. It is th.a dr of 'lll'J. life .. " 

By this time they had finished eatin • oial &nd I h ,rn_edly 

d d the loft-over in twinkling of an eye, and we oontimted our 

j-0urnoy. they on horseback and we a.a before in ottr d1l&pida.t. d coa.ch., 

The meal nd the freq.,1ent drinks excited even more the inventive vein 
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of old man leepim_, ht) ll the 'W'aY kept springing hf silly nonsense 

on ''th The eonvers tion turned to the theme with 1hich it be 

of Rosellon; and s Don Jooe hastened to rotor to ne.T a.eco pl1shments. 

m,; stor. tired or rinv so mich lyin wishod tot rn 

It WO ld have 

been better for not to have undertaknn it 

condemned fr the first this wreto d r ,rtth t 1e rep• :Oli~. How 

·times have di.scnase this q110st1o •• for we ve boon friends 

from in£e.ncy.. • iheil ! we.a in Ara ,;,on,. ?1e spent several montha to-

11Yes. Arand.a always oppo od ••• ,." said my master, interrttpf;i.nnt 

b.illl on the da erot' them .o:f balli~tics. 

"Re lly," eontin7l9d th liar.., "e.nd if tba.t famo s n defended 

peace tSO warmly ith the rep bl1eans. it s beca se I adi..-1.scd him 

in it and convine.ed him of tl1e foolishness of t o war. 

ho ev.)n then ras in..f'l ntial1 we.s determined to contint!O in it._ 

ft .... 

only to vex me es I n.fherwards lea.l"'ll&d. Tho t'nnnieot thing tl1At 

Godoy s forced to end tho r in the a r of 95 when 

he tttldenstood what it wns. and then the resQ1.1nding title of Prince of 

Peace was given. to h ·. ff 

"What e need, friend Jose NB.r1a ... said .. na.ster, s a. good :man 

of high rank in thi' crisis, n. u who 1111 not tm-, st . s into 11.selfJH 

rs and ll'ill ke.ep unbl mished tho dignity of the crcmnt' 

.ell., whon I · s in 'ad.rid last ye r/' said the porva.:ricat.<>r • 

"they proposed to me that I fill the offioo of Sooretary or State. 

Tho Q teen ws..s determined t.lult I do so. and the King didn• t sa.y &llf""' 
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by tho atmosphero of' 'f.lJ'ef door eity, I a:imless.ly ran throtigh the st.~.s;w. 

Aft.er ouch a long absencei#i the seems tlm-'c I l1M $em'.l so ~-VW 

timos nei'1 s~ strange aiJd c0xtnnnely boo~it1tl. r •1 ,& friendly 

face; in t't.ll tbe, persons that I 1~t in the atrGet., ~rthing wa& 

nioo: e.1;1d ruiliabl.e .... tue ~n. women,. old people,,, children~_ and dogs,. 
' - ' 

in ~ fnt'rtier 1,,?fGtchedness, L?ld t'tl; .. liea"'S ft.$ victim$~ who &till i·esented 

;nw in:noeent inel!Mtion to n:iarA:t~. Dost. of tht)r.11 did not ro:ir~r me, 

b,s1t aom of t..twm,, recalling. the pranks of '%ill' childhood reaaived m.e 

·w:tth S"leh 'bl01'.!$ mid r:Jado 3iJcl:t ·witty eo~nta on 1!lJ!/' changed appe~~.-



due to u &.Oql:dred cimscio,,aneoo of a,lperiority;, thi$ reeeptic;n ea~ 

me man· pride than pain. 

Then l ran down. to the wllM"'f Qild eo'!:tllted all th~ aneb~ed ol:ti.p$· 

in :rt~t• I tal.kelil W'lth -all the :s~ilore ! ~ a.ud told the:m I• too• 

· was r,;o.in.g wt'th the .fl.wt. and in a voey ilap)nant voiOtt asia,d t:llmil if 

Tu'elwnto tl~ had r-a&eh$d l~... th~ l nol4 tbera that Mr., Co~ 

~.'tf.fi Q .coward and the ntri..ct ti:nOOUJ!l.~ WO'lll,d be. f'e.1.rorable. 

vs.nall;r l oa..100 to the Col,,.tta. ~nd tht'.)ire 'WI joy knew no br:r'~a.. 

I vie1.1:t; ~l'l to the beach., and t~ off ray rihoee,. I leap,d ~ $cl1Jig 

to ~· I ~ for "liif1 014 t.,,iem#!I. ·of' both se:res• b'.ttt I fgl'Jl1d ®1y 

a ~I ~ 1mre ~ mu and heid foll~ better oaroeni •IJ.mlle bad 

been. r~•ted. tor m'Vl;t.l se1'il'i.$.J 4nd tbo&e who rmnained a~ly 

~oog,dMJd •• ~ l'lfti:ring ~1tri"'ace of tl1e· water e.wakeood delif.';h:bi'Ul 

•nsatum in :ri.w breast.- I •a· ~ b7 the 1!1pterio~ e.ttraetion 

<>i" the na Wb.o:e eloquent; m1~ MB $lwaya a~ ·oo t1a lib a .. &Oft 

vol- that ~l.1 entrettta !il fak· ..,tw., ·;am ~ily .,.,_., in 

the ·etoni.J and '!Ulble t.o l"8ei:8t tie· ~~ I took off ·1J.'f8 c1~ 

ht'.!t"riedly and leapad into the -~ • o• w\lto. h\1J!i..a lw'ltDU into the 

vms m: a beloved o:ae.-

. I swnm. tor moire ~ an ho"'1" and experienced. S;11 Uldescribtlble 

ple<ts,~l:"t;• · Then ! dre$sed and contin~~d 1tfJ' •lk tow'ard the Vina ~ 

t.er .,. L"'1 t1ho:se e.d1f7int ;ae.,loo?:$, l m&t s~ ot the ~ 1•cn10wned :pro-· 

f'ligate-s of 'm::I time.- Like ,t;he worthy li.6%:l that I ~. ! s11r'l'!Q:..~ 1J1/I 

@-0~ild&ra at th:ein end spent the few oo.us that l .hi\4 for their en~, 

ta~®• I asked them •Oibottt '1'10" u110lo., b'!'f'G they g.&'\t(ll me no. ·nGWS .. ~ 

·eewdnt; hi& l~rdehi.p-, After I be.d taJJaid tu them a little while ln 



:r 

1 

:~:nd. "'f' 



i!Wll:h§;, elo'the;a.., poti.iade,$;f rottgca,, ~rf1trtEH'>; ~d oth.$,r' $tmnge th.i:r~s 

fihi()h ma.de i,p the great work ~f hl;'Jtr m0"1'r"r.mente;1 r-eutoni:'ti-on 11o'fi11d 

tat:it?te: ths 00'$t -1d.l.lftt1 imitnatiiln. Let. all ,t1nts- then, ho 

l'~-~ !'or tM pena :(ff •wlista., f':w hif'tor;. sael:ine; aftt1r grtm:t 

tbir:i:~ 1$ 11ot a.ppr0:Pr~tce tor sMoh.. In ~~d Jco her appcJtr,am$,. 

10 



She d~sted e~r£J.vt\g~U"'.;ly e.nd in her l'l.aii"drea-e ww ~oo ~r 

l'J,' "~-D q~~.rt4 /,,.s sb.*' cli.dt:t"·;:; have a bad fig,n. .. f,. (j~idgini;: hy what her 

low oot:.k/$ pi·ocl,f'l\.:b~d t;U:1d h:e1" transpa.:rortc la.c~s r:ttttctil~d) ~ VJai$ .. ,reey 

a::..~-iot~:G t.o, ~hov1 thoGe pai>t~ m.o,$t $Cn:liti vo to the l'w,rmt1Jl ncotion ot 

the ttet!.thtirJ E.\nd h$r art in doi~ eo WA.$ t,:ru1~~ -.rvelo~ 

~ Fl~~~ Go~oia.ll;y :f'ooo of tJ:w pei,e'.:;- W>ry relie;1oi1s. e.1.--. 

th~ugh not with the 4Jlinlily devoti® of !kim\ l74!'a.nci~,- -~ ill ~wey 

~ was the. ~ oppasite or ~ mstr~st.h1 J'n$t :P.13 Dona Fnumj$0& 

de.upieed mval. glory. Dona Flora was: enth1teiaCJit:lo ovor all mr Q&n 

1n ,enora1 ~ ea.ilora in pa.rtic,:tlar. Th:ffY in the natte:-ity of lli'e_. 

$he· ~o:~ld no loni1.u.. an,p:tre to th~ •rmtll of aoother love J ar.d fer 

this le.ek ~ie ~fbstit.,-rt;~d a ~~l, love.. Sinoe ~o ~a$ e:nrc:mely 

prottd ~ s WOl~ ~- ~e u. Sl:)ani~ lady., she ~~01red hot'· pa,i.T:icrtie · 

§<lt);l.~At ~1:dir,.z to the ~bl:; of tM' em:.in.o.n_. a."'ld si'!G 'b$lieved 

that &~tnel$s of -'h~ ~ j~dged by the·ir po:unds ot powdm·. Aa: 

:eme had ·no ehildrE;-n.- tb.(;I :mt.tin iU'l..e.t~et oi" lwr lll'~ lrt\a the- nei€hbo-r• 

lt¢od g:"arre.l.a lJhioh ehe diac~~cod v:ith. tw~ ow throe Gilly tild wo1non. 

e£ her ~l o~l~; sh-e alway$ Ul.a"'·~d he-I:'$el.f' by he.l" habitual fondness 

for di$c~io.n of p1~l1e tti':tab•1l., There ware no ntWT~$ then. d 

potiti~l id~,, j1tat ·e.1;. the newali e:ireule.ted by tho llr...ng -.ro:tee;j!: an4 

they wo:ra mte. <&i8°'~'0rted than r.1.a.er,, be,ea~o too spoken waf'd W4:3 al.ways 

le.an tJ:<Uth±"vl than the.pret1s. 

In all ~ g.re&t o:l:hico-,.,. t1nd. e~pecio.lly in~" -the JOO$t erwl-

1;-r1red ~,.. the.re wre. l£1"J;f idle pcrtmne who wory too <lep-osit.t.nr~G 

of fiS\V& frl')1:i. ~rid mid :Fn.Tini Md t.bO;/ earrled it like i'ait-lu~tl 

vehicl~,, ~king gi"OC.t p.•ido in a te.1.;k -which t;aw· tllom. ,r\1&t imporl$nQQ,.. 



.Some· of th{t$) ,-ople in tl'm l$1\00&r of: livi.ng nswepa.pera &ethffed e.t 

i;l}e, ~ of no.. Flora. in the. at'te:rtwon,. e.nd thi& gr,o1~ in addition 

'to the go" o~•lat& 81'.ld better ~·S.· attracted ttthern who· were 

eagor to .~ wbat was goi~ on., ~ia. Flora who- no l~r eottld. 

insf1*"e ~ gen111no pa.s&ion nor rEJmw thS: heav, atf.Uet;ion of her fifty 

~-. vm'ltld not, hav9 mrelwlg~ tbat. role for aqr -other., f,or 'i:;h$ 

p~l oenwr of mlffll in that ~ wru;t oquivo1&nt bo the riajesty of 

~ t.rA"®'f•· 

Doiia Flora ru1d Do~,,a l'?fl.n.o~ wre, eaet oppni~ and neithea:" 

eo~'l.d ~11.d~ ·the otbert 'chis disparity can be 1,nder~ -eaii':ily when 

om ~omd.den t.h& --~)l'&ted po.eitis of t~ one· ·tnld the f:l:talted 

mU1tG/ri$n ot the -O-thel"'.,., On the day of' ot:1r e.rriftl the ,ol.d ~ 

aa tat.~ to her eo~a;i.n., 

ttif yo-11 had a.lwaye .11~~ to th.at Wife of yo~.. yoti WG'1ld 

e:t1U be a aea ,..._a. l!Jhat a ch~r t If I w-e.re a ·man ,and ll!!U'ri$4 

to: c11tttch. a ~. I WO'!tld. blCAT ·up liJ#D a bo:rlib. to,1 have acted Wl•ly 

.in ~ foll~ h~r ad.nee .amt in oow.ng t~ the fl.~. Yo't' ~ 

atil.1 :;rt1~., AJ..ensoJ y1ln can etj..11 attain the ·rank .of hri•diel"'., whteh 

~ wou-J.d ~e1y haw now :tt ~ l\Mn"t oo·aped yon up like ehi.o'k$ne 

ill a e~l :18 

T'oo-n when. ~ J$;&t;er c'»!"to11gl:, Bi!sked bor tbti,. news, tJhe aid to 

him_. ftJhe 5in thing i& tba.t all the ailora: ~ ~ are wry 4~ 

satisfied With the f'ronoh awirl.ra.1,, .fot' he has· proved b1a imbilitf 

on the voyage to 'l'iilU't.iniq~ and in. the Fini&te:rre oomb&t.. I1$ :bt 

so weak am ah'aid of ~ En,.JJ.ah that wh()n tlm ~imd sq,'18d~lt 

arrived here la.st A~t;.l'\St. •. he did :not dare to e.ttaek: three J.mglhh 



1the co~nd 01~ the fleet to SOe<ilO t{panie.rd:,c to y,yr,l# for rJ.m..rnple,, .llf011&0.

f<41.d 1-aise yo1~ t:ht"eo .!"flu.kn. for -t1·uly y~1, d~sewe it., ...... n 

noh.., I at;); not eq1,a.l ·to tliat,.U s!l.id 1ey master with his ,,sual 

.modest;; .• 

here, 

£;ive 

:Bel:-·r,0~rv:tllo Jt 

o-i.1r a,l.liea rteetlf>d• 

wall apo1'3'3Uw 

~l.ov.11 

1.aiJkcd pl!OVi.mions &11d 1pc1ir.d.t.ions.J and tlie,y 

to ·1:-,bJ:Jt!l t'Vl'i ·the arse:110.l. They 1r1ont in oo:m-



on 0c00 aide ~1 tad tiJoos on the -other ha:vo p1tt: .bndo.bl':Jio, in .3,uell fl, 

gt;a,t;e <M-.t sho ian•·t. vrorth the priQ(I of a ~wpJ and toon add to this 

the di-es.stew of' vmr.- lt is ·w"''O tl111t t'3ati.ona:l hon<n'.' is o.f !'ir,t:;t bl-· 

po1~., $.OO it is 11oeea:'la?"y to 0ontin1'!0 to ·airO:nge the i:D.j'l'.!l"ies rc

ooived. l dontt wrul'b to re1aemhe;1;> the &l..fea.t of' l>'iuiG"~i-e_., who2~,, drif.!J 

to the ~ice o.f o'1l" e.lliee \"J'C lost tho ?-lt't'li.O e.tld. the ll&f.'s.ol.: two 

ships es tine an th~ s:~1 ne1t:hor do :t wish ·to :reao.ll t'h-e bl.as:·~:lng o.f 

?:enl. C~los., '©':i:dch 1:ms too trea.ohero,Js an aot for tho barbario JJoorsJ 

.UO)i;"' di:; I lilw, ·~o rooie,nber the pl ,1.ru:1e1• of tho :fo1:ir frigltes or ·th.e 

do:i:oot ot... ,.·1* 

"11•t was d"~ to:, .... it i~ neoo.s~ ft,r ea.eh ona to reI.nin in 

his, .<Wfll. ple.oo/" -.1d rrr,f mstet" ilrl'::er~mi; h~i· ooe;ot"ly... 0 1£ .il~l 

C:oi"f!O"ii'n hnd ordered to veer to • ._. • *'" 

''Yett,, ~s~ l kno·w it,,. 1! said no.iia FlC':ra,. who had heo.rd .~~ 1iflster 

say this s~ thing r!Jfmy t;uoos., "'It is ri.o-00e:an.ey to !'.:,i..ve tl"Wm a great 

'beai.ir.{; and yo11 will g;i.ve it: tot~ I oolicvo yo~i aro going to ec.ver

:yo~eol.t: vdth gloey.- We will ual~ Pa~ ~1oit$.,u 

.. I am wt q, good for tl1e -c~.u said E:\f ~tar sadly-. nx o~ 

only to witne.a~ it 01:tt or lJ•lf'a low a,nd ontl:11.:iaiasm tmioh o~'.%"' d-Oaz-, flag 

'1ro'.:«:aeG in .me. n· 

fm tiw <lay f'oll~iing oiir w."rival ;;;.w nn.sto:t rt,oo-ived a visit i'f'Olll 

ti no.:,.ri aiffioer,, and old frieoo of his wr..oso .faoo I shell rwvor f'cri;Erh• 

in s:i;d;te of hav-lnG t1oeu it (mly ·Mmt ow~ t:i.roo-. Ee t:lt\a a nan a.bcJ-r'ft;. 

:?m:1.;y-f'ivo yc:,,.:;;.'c c,l<l~ b.J.r;; ti.we ,.au hr~eomo,, fl•:tendly. ar.d 60 sl!Ul that 

it~ imp0'S$ible to 8$e him. withot'tt feeling an irrosistuble iJ)1Pt'1..• 

to love hlJn,. :Ue wol:i'i1 uo wie am his thick blooo l.mir, tfhi~h l~ n.o.t 



litt.1(1: lo»g,: ha.vev&l\it the lougth 1"$t!l(:)f' inero&.sed than d~ed 

fi>Ofl tho no.bilit.y ot' his eotJm:;oMnca.., His carefnlly trimtilod ooru."d 

•n GO!lft'mt poiuted,, tl'l1~a ~e:iJ.lg tho :malaneboly vihole .of hitt 

eva.l £ace,. Which revoo.led :mo~ deli~ than powm:-. The oobil:t:ty 

of his pmr&o-n 'W'&S duo to .e, certain poli.tene$a, 'breeding,. a.nd t"t'ave 

oo~rte.sy wh.:toh you ea.unct vi&~l:lze beMuse of tho stiff V1itllity of 

t11e great so~ors of too day or tho tiokle vrmitiJ of onl!" gilded 

y<.iut;h. !Ile smttll body waa deli~te tmd fi'ail& he reuem.blad. n et11dem 

more. the.n a ~i.or :,c nm hi& fONhrmd whi.ch dou!)t:les,a enel.oestl high 
. . 

Rio unia»on:>1 ,1a.s oot frayed w old• btt.1, it shfflted aev~ral ~rs 

ot hono.rs,:ble m.lff1:ae., Ai'tel~~tl. wh<m l h~ him :eay in e ~ 

ooroplain111g way tba.t the govem::.e-nt ~d h:ba nine sall1ry pa~ni::$• 

I tllnd~rstood that impa.i~nont.. 1!\r master azlm-d bin abo-ut bi~ wife;;. 

·mn from b.is ~r :r jt'rdf;ed ·t11n:c lw ha.d hoen ~..rried only a sh.0:rt 



as e.f£eotionately as hi,s mfe; he tmtn said that as a. .s,pocial privi1fag,a 

ne ~ plwmoo and t1l"1~ed it a.nd that it -w.a,n rnN one of ·the fim.st 

md~ 0£ the Sptmi$h Jl~a. 

'rhen they dieot'.l'Ssed vthethel"' the fleet· vro11ld 15<rire o:r nQt..-..-a 

c.,o~ t.opio 0£ e,u:ivonm.tion in ·those days,. 1;.l'.!d ".::he sailor expreGsed 

llima¢l:€' at length 1dtn tmao 1i'T{)'?"fl:l:l• the gist of Yn1ich ! re~ still., 

.and whiob loibar I was able to roooll$tl"uct en1.Gtly wii:;h the aid af 

lu.st:orical dates and ir~. 

;$'i'he fTeneh I1.dmiral., tt said .Ch.ttrrni)Q.,, ttnot la1av1ing who.'b res-ol ,'iticm 

to ~w, ·~no. 1vi_shil',.g to do soroothing ·to d~traot ft"Om bis mstams has 

.Provod l:1.ims:olt an .w:fuerent to the plan of $Otting unil in pnrs~i.t of 

the. Englieh., The eighth o.f Ootob(lr' he wwot.s to Grav~ ruid told him 

lw an in f"a.vo1: of a ,001:tt,1011 of wa.r on bo.ard tll.o t;"l1eonta1wo in order 

·co decide o:n ~ beat poliey to ~loy.. In fa.et Gravir.ia ~Jai.$ in 

~Yng&thy with the sttggffti·on,. mltl he ·took Lie'~~rol Alo.vn., 

new-~ BB~ a.tut Cisn.aros,, Britadie.r O.aliano. and l'l'J;,}• F!"Olll 

the ~nub fleet were AdmireSts tn~r a.ml l'Jat;Qn., and the !J!J.:vy eaptait'..s 

Oo:ams.,o,. 111.li&tral, Villiegris .and, P:d.gey. 

nvillenewe wiahod ,to lonve pol"t w-1 th tlw sllipe and- all w:o Spam~ 

opp'tlsed l~ Tl'le (iisel:tSsio:n l'JaS· wry livoly and intonst!l., and AlM'li 

i}o.liQ.110 ~xeha~oo oov~rnl oroae worda with Adcl1-a.l !.1ngo11 which m.ght 

ha\r(} e:c~ ~ts13d e. d"!tel if we hoo not eats.bl1$hod pea.es ootv.reen the~ O•'f!\" 

oppos:t-t;ioi·1 <llspleaeed Vil.lc1:W1ltve ~ ho~ ·too. in the heat of tlle' 

·wlk spolr..o a.eve:ral i:n.sQlent 'lfJOr<ls which Gravina anm.'tered in a i~;m:'O 

foreei"tfl ~ror. 'l'he d(r'cor:mim:tion of t11os~ r;ontlor.'llSn to set o.t~ to 



aee. in ~ir::mit of ,a pworftll e~ 1$ -0:11.r:tous •. f()r tl~ a'bfindoned 1'a 

.ill ·J;oo lJattie .ef Fiui:;rt,orro w1wn w bad a good ol!ffllff of winning '.the 

i'itilt i:f they lmd he1]?ed US: in tt!M+ ~id&& tbeN &N· tltbe.r ~Ont! 

lrhieh I e.xplri.1..5.~d in the meeting~ ,t1wy a:-01 tlw iilllllS0'n ia advamingJ 

the ffiOSt Qdvantag~ .J:lOait:lon rw '11$ ta to Jta.main in the ba.y atld tores 

them to a. blo•dcl wbi4h they ean•t. 1~slst vs17 long in the· worst weat~ 

of tho• ~r. e.nd (l~~ally if tl.:wy 8'N bleokading ~lon .Md ca~-., 

to~ .. , sadly we ~ contoo.s ·tlie ~1ori;~ ef tho EngUah mv:, d'lfe to 

tl1& pert'oction of a~t81, the· ~11.ent equipI&nt of' tbeb" .Qbipgi• ad 

e~il:1U, the tt.nity with ivbieh ith$ir sqt'adrm. aper~. tt~ with :tm.

perfe.ot arms., and tr.nder the .e~ Q'f' a ~hiet with whom ~ ~ .is 

diseont~ wcul.d oo able. •. ~rt~lea•, ?,o fight a @f1tt\SiW> war ic 

tho ~~ :SWt it will be ne~ 'be obey. aceoniing to, the blind. 

$'~1on ·of the Cn~ of !~id. e.nd to place boats and ea.iul'& at, 

tlie ~Cf of· ~rte. Who, new given 111& in e~~ for tbia aeni• 

t,tde. a leade.J' wrttw- o~ s'U()lt •,exitiooa. we sll&.l.l. l~'Ve if Villene~ 

ia $et on it; b1~t. if tb.O re:sn1ts awe diaa.stro,1.s_. our op'PQSiti~ "Wh1.eh 

W1Zt ha1ri;,; made to t:Iw fltHJ1~d pl.an of the E~Adiniftl of the ecmib!ned 

aq,udron wil.l bG <>''l"' exo1Wmtim1. Villenel,w Mill' 1un•endered to dee• 

pera..tiont bis .at»i' mur said b.eird things tO' ~ ~ the· nW'.8 that h& 

is ~ing ttJ, be ,replaced 111thrc$$ him ta. o~t the ~te~ follle,. 

!-..oping t& r-eee.pt·o'.ro in 01W do:y hi& lost ~ite.tion -bhJrol1p. viotol'Y 

01" tlu·0l1gh dea.t:n.,.• 

~h.UG m.r ~ts ~iGnd. ~ea:aed ~lf. Bis WC>Ns: mile a ~ 

ilapr .. 10.n mt m, for ,~ a ehild 1 wna ~ply intnNSted in -t:;bQ_se Arfaint 



m.11.d le.-'oe:i."'• by r.OG.ding a h:brhory of tho sa:rne ovo1'.lt of 'Wfhii.oh 1 'ffll::t a 

~1.tr-10-iJS~ I h(it,l"tll euppl,,~~d.11w- 2;J.el'l'!Q17 \d-th a1,t11ontic oo-;:;:a:s eJ.td -can 

relJloo tM> sttJey with $'lrffioi:eut. aec1'l:X'aey. 

tfhon c11,l\l.'T'l1QE,. wel$ fA\'G.y,. non'a Flm-a emu rrri ,i:nster praitwd him 

VJ1l;'1"FJly AIH:1 .:3e.pooially aoola~ his sout;h Ar..1tu·iea..'!l mi:pedition r~ 

£017 tho ~~oH 0£ 1:•ppint ·thosGt ;:;cas., I ~rd tho:m. so.y tne..t ·the· 

.mi:l'."it.c or Cl\ttj?W~~oo.. as a vdao m.u and &ec.n1an. woi-0 e,mh that trn.poleon 

!Jfll.V0 him a eos'~ly 61ft .a.."fi.d sb~1aroo hia :with a.ttontiona. Bt?t. let;'s 

lea.v:o the .ea.iloi• and rttt,1m t.o Dona Flora •. 

i"'..l1;;e1" we h-9'.i:.l 'be.on there ttro days,,, I noticed P, ph:c:110:mano:i rrhicl1. 

disploe.s:ioo ,·K• ''beyond 2000.~1,r•c,,, and i·t was :!;:.hat ~ nJe;a,Ge:r• a eo-"l'!Zin 

oor.;an to oo ~nd o:f' :rrie., ••• ·~112.t ie to .say n.."w rl.eel~ec I was wo1""ehy 

7$ 

to. be. lmr .p.1,g,,e, .• , mm never stopped shooine oo e:-.,er3 kind of' consider• 

atio11 ar.d t1.ffeo-ti.cni and when. oho lee.mod 1 was: going to the fle~,, 

~ t,TieWd abottt. it and doolaroo it fro'l'l'ld oo n pity tor mo· to loze 

an -ar.ra,.. lei~ or .some: other ~rt of r,w body• if not; J;JJI Uf·o,. Tb.at 

tiialaye.:t eor~ssio:n. c.~re.:l rllt1, .a.ud I atill believe 1 ~ok.0 trome 

indi~ wqr~i, to ~h;\Jl:1 1 was a.roltsed tf.) wn.rU.ke a.rd-0r... 1%' bravado 

,am,,aea the old wo:111m,.. and ohe iavo ~. a. tltoilsa.D.d da..in.tios ·l;o get t:.-e 

on·~ of 'ftf,f b.tfi hWf!.Or,• 

'I'M n~~ morning :Gho had me elea.11 the CQ.S9 of her pM·i•o,t., a 

d:i$tl1•oot bird wh<'l £polw like a theologian aud tu'rolm HS ;;x"-te171 r~rning 

by :aho11t,ing; 0i;nr;li.s.h doa: .... Englieh dog I" Thon l!lh.tl took me t'f'lt1i bar 

t.o ,£SB and '.l:ilado l'::10 car~ for ltor fol'Yt•atool.1 l:n !f:;he clr'!t'eh she never 



of going t~.o t:hl:l fl~et.;: el~ added ct.bat !. ah.ot1ld lear:11, to ~omh hol~.- and 

wit11 t:he 0~1:1~tion 1.if' a $killed wi~ko:r:,, I C()!'ild ea!':?l a good living 

/ 

tl11nity of r~uiv.5:rtg tlu-ciugh the Gtree.ts. o.f Cadi.z., •a lml"ed in 



ao 

int;o exee~ion a eert~i;n l;;.t,:i~lG daring project on ·f!J;f OWi1 responsibility;, 

whioh consisted in goiug ·t» viait one (;,tf the ship$ whieh v1na: piloted 

by a sa.Ucr- aeq,:1&inte.noo of mine"~ 1 wa.1., hoping to :meet on tlw 



to l;;rultrid arY.l Parip fuohlonf:i;- 1 i'il!S't:; notieE>d 

ew:1!!}.$ ·,·n,,.,_,.,,,. W0~0 {',Wi$ted .:S'&iOJr,.$ 'i."t'i·1~h vta:,ey fieA~f joints; 

cChil'.iG w:er~ hid:d~n ftrol'll viq,g bcwanse oi~ t,heir big 'bies, ti .l'Jort: of 

:Sr.awl,$ l1'hiel~ wr~~d several ti:r,'.l;Sl!i!l ~u .. ,,~1lU(l 'the neek a!S far ~ 'bhe lipa~ 

fo:t~~d a kit1d l::Asket, or tn.y,, or ~atheJ/' a ·sha:ving 01:tp ir1 vrhi~h t:ti:e 

'be~n achieved 1.dth $. b~oon1 m¢oa4 ,of a eom"b; the tips of tlwir IUtttr 

toi1ohod tb,tti.w $bi::p;'tlderss theil' wry lottg dl"'ea:s ooe,ta. .-.unost Si'lept the 

.rr1~0-l vtith tlieu i;e.ilz t theb· bQ'ttks ended points J from their veet 

pac!mt;s ~g.led e. m'nlttt,'lde a:t clJS.l'!oo and fobs.:, their ~cri:i:;iad host 

W$rtl tied at kl-we wlth a11 t-nonootl$ bow; ·and ·to iie.= t~b,. g:roi;;el!f~ 

11eae Q01aplete:"' thoy all cani~t a tl10.nielw1,; whieh the o:011ver11a·tion 

r~peatedly pla(.>,eJ. at ·tiw:tr eye. ,elns:ing the l~ft altltol,gt1 

v~t"Y good s.ight.-. 

mti~ -m.th the r~rt; o.f so~ d~ or cet~brati~n tJf ireat impor

ta."lee. nm one Qf them r;as tl1e ob Jeet of grea,t praise ~m._tr1;$a• of th~ 

O"'~ll~nt iianum~ ·r1hieh h.e o,ooaJ"'b.e0d ttJ.O' gavot.., 

.Aft~r lia-wblf.1, tfi\lmd a long t :l:r~ they emoRd the c.rn,~"Ch at O.e.rnl.(ffl; 

with now Flora and th()re,. enr.~h one taki~,g; llin ro,s&l:'/• ·thi1i;r ~yed a:nd. 

:applied ·thetmelvo& for quite a 1-ddle; o:e.e 0£ tlwm 11-oa.·cly '1t14l1s ~ a 

blow ~n the ci orm. 'be~1lS:e .irl$tm1d .o;f' p~ying -as de\rot~dly as tlwy,, I 

wa;S pnyir,g too m,ich e.:t;t-eut1ou_ to tliro fl.i.e:s that were f'{:rvo-lv:i11g ar(f!~ 

tlie top:fil)fll,; ot'l.l:~1 qf rion.a '.F''l-o?<at.s lmir., We lef'tit; :afte·r he~:dnt; a $t.on,r 

sei"roon whi.oh they pn.U.sed a:::i a m1\$terpieee:; Wt'l> v.o:n:t f:OI" 6nt.rthoi-- \<m,lkJ 



tho lively ~v~rsatio:n 001rci~tted becai1,a.o tlorilS drunaa. drossod in thG 

82:J!lfl, style jo~ lie; -a.nil. th.are voso o.monG them oi:teh a ?10,tsy din oi' 

~li.~il'be Am c,nming r~...rka lllin.glod ,d·th silly ver~s.., that I 

eru:i: not ~~mbei~ t~ 

/;,,nd :i:r~~le lhreial tnid ill}i' dcenr .r;a.ater ,TQI'O teyine; ·to :f'u too 

o.ay &nd M"~ definitely to g;o 011 'tice.rd t ltnd I 'i.'~s in W?'.n.r,;tn.· oi' llt\-vlllft 

·ho G~)' on le.11.d., tt'tbjoet ·to the f"Jhhns of that old ,v~ 'litli@ we.:; al.vm.ys 

o}::tt>al"rtts.Gir.s;:; rn.e witl-1- l1er rop11ls.ive affection.- t,fill. y:Oll believe :r.w when 

l s~y sh"' ass"IJ•ed 100 ·chat. ~he lo~d W$ a e.r.eat deal .. and ae prot)f gave 

1-00 eome a.f'feotio:na-t;e er~oes and ki.sa.es. ord.tl:ri:o.g m not to tell. mw• 

body. Horril}le oont.riMiietion o.f fate t I need to think 11.1.>".il happ-ff I 

wo'llld haw be-011 if .aw little m:tstree5 l,ad t.rnn:ted 1'®. in t-bi>:t ~1"• 

I ·wa.s deeply won~ied and told her I wanted to go tQ the- fleet,. and \Yl1en 

! r0t11·:rnod• she oo,-rld left 1rJ& as ntJ.eh !LS Ghe wanted to; b1tt •th.at if 

sl::w didn*t le:t me htil.vo, ~r wish, 1 vmt4d he.to hor o.a m'!!UJh as 'th.i.$• m'ld. 

! stl"etohlilld out rfW' .arius to expttn;a an i!lllllSnee au~~ of 1'i.bbo.rrc.nwe. 

Then li\Y' nmst.ei~ entered ,,nexpsetedly QOO I deoided tl'Ul.t nmv W"..1S th~· 

proper tim to o:bt&in ey wish; so with a. pa~.~iona.to o,rtb,1ret of oraooey 

which I h.Wl ta.ken pain& ·to prepnre,, ! h:n~l-0d icyrwl.f on r1;r knees 'ho

for-o 1-iim aild. t,old him. in tho z.»st path~tic t,Ql:W that if' ho didn't .carry 

w on uozu~r1 rnlth him_. ! tiro11ld hi-lt'l r]3'se1£ into, tlie sea.. 

Uy :ranter la'!Jrli.ed u-t nws his eo,10:tn dtl-e certain l1t-tlo gr~o.<m 

tilth her ~·tth. 4).-;n.:.:t p1·et;e:nd,e;;,1 a feeling of hilarity :looreasing ·tho 

·ngl:i:nese of hel"' ill.•Si.:lelling fac<:l,,. Ent she- eo:us.ented :f'in~ll;r W'.ld gava 

~ uo,11'.l.tlea~ sweets 'l';.o ettt on board; sue 'l!ffirned tilO to floe f'rO'~ thfi 



dang,~1"011s plaeea and didn't t sriy a1wther word eom~r to w.1 ~~king_.. 

't.'1:1.ich t,oak ple.ce the fol.l.ozdnf mornint; very ea.rly. 



tho 



~ei~t on ,grinrterdook... the, viw o.f tlic e'.kw .e,nd bay~ t.h'Q ~~~ble 

~er of e.l.l. ~ ohje~ts on d.eok.., fr-Om. the cots plt.:.eed in a. row on the 

uppe1~ ivoi"k$ to the •pa~. bombs,, wind sails., ha.tehwn.ys_. t-lw variety 

,of 1tnitorma: •• ~.ewrythiug so astonished me that l gg'ed e.t t!$ lJh1p 

·totally oblivin,,n of ow~ ·else in estatenC()• O'x~pt that lroa,1tih1 

~smg &t~''Ni-. 

Yo~, ~ oonceive thos~ nagpifinmit ves:s()ls. 111.~ lea.a. tho 
/ 

Ssatinua Trinidad: 'boae.,,ae of the bad prints rmioh 70~ have -seen. 

Uc:t:th&l" do they ro~le in any my the Vlaf'&hipa oft~, lonii bluk. 

rr..nnot..?not1**• l)OV$°ed ~,ith heavy iron. &1":mr tho imbrolmn e-xpe.noo ot \'ffl.iob. 

r~nuntio :nm of s.n i:tl:mlenffl.lf, floating coffin« The latter m -cruations ot 

a practical pe:ritld am adeqttate repro~te.tives trt£ the mtltical•mi.l!tary 

Gaien® of theso ti~fS-•- They h&va rb.plaoei the riggings -rd.th ateem1 

thoy .hav. §:~sted the a,~~ ,of combat t.a t.he pm'lE¢" «r..d e:nterpri5 

et the ship,; they are etmply wa.r mae.hi~s wU.e those ot c,"1", ®Y ~ 

t.he u.rrior llimeelf, e.r.t:1ed ·with every -tl"PC ot ott~nse and deto~ 

~»®•· but r-01:ying eb.iefly on. their mm atdll and valor. 

I i>blJ.e~ tweeything tliat I~- atl.d Mff uaye had the he.blt of 

aa:so-o:i.atir~ to thee~ idea# with images,, thinga with~~. 

althcm~h they r;ay not hA-ve the sligntfJst relation to ea.eh 'Otlte?. tat,n

I sav, the C..c,thi-a -cathe~$ and thoee of· Fland~_. e.n<l I not1aed the 

n@03lllG :najesty ~ th-e eompliootoo e.nd 0 1Jnr1ing at~\,re of ~em 

b-1,il.ti.1 .. ng,., ereot.ed tor: t1s:efnl p11a'"pocw.s s~ch. as bank's .• h.onpitlll&, mmlU.flg&J 

r~'ElrtllelU$ t.hese· late':.- ooi'l't,-ri'butiom or the age have not detracted 

fl"ow .. tlie r,;.er30ry ,o.f every t'<Jpo of ship I've seen in lflV long U.f'e .and · 

I •w talways ecm.pnred thos.e e..nei~ :01~.o- to Gothic ea;tb.edralo_. Their 
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lofty foJ"r.lfi extendint into thn he :vans. the pr dominance of verti 1 

line over hori$0ntal onea •.•• thoso re emblance toiethcr with a. certain 

inexplainable ideal16nt, bo h historic a.nd religio• ., complication 

oi' Ur.tea~ the color combi tiorus .ade b3 th caprieio is play <>f the S''ll 

ve t'ormd thi , d a. soeiat1on hlch I expla1 as a trace of the 

childhood roma.n~ieia 

T e Santi.:. Trinid 

in tho world hnd only tnr, e decks .. That coloos,~, eonstt"1ot.cd 1n 

Haill1Ulte. in 1759' co ted t~six years :of honorable sorrtoo. She. 

wa 220 f et in lengt t t is to say from stern to praw., 58 feet in 

wid~ and 28 feet in height from. -el to deok.,,... xtro.ord:i ',llrf dini,nsiona 

which no other $hip in the world had e.t that time. nor power l rre.me. 

resembling real forest support d four floors. llG porthol s ()J?e 

fro the strong ooden l.s of' her aidea.f later in 1796 this n ,mber 

a increased to 130.J eh was eqnipped again . in 1805• a.nd when I saw 

her, ah& boasted 140 fireanns in ean:non and Sht'>rl;er artillery t'ltflB• 

Tho interior s 

there were deckG for the artillery., q'•rtsrs for the or , otoreho,,sea 

f.'or provisions, cabins r chc adltdrals 1. ldteh ns. infir ey* ·and 

other services. I ran in zement thro' the cor1·idors nnd hiding 

pl cos of this Esooroal of' the eea. The cabins alt ,ated on the stern 

ere 1 pe.lace.s inside nd resembled rantutic rortresse on the 

o ,tside1 the be.l.coni s and pa,.vilion of the stern corners,. like th& 

light of an arched ea.stlo, ere similar to immens es open to the· 

se from which cot1ld be seen thre :fo•,rths of the horuon. 



there ea not.bing moro na-gnit1cent tblm t;,b.e m_sta Md opare._ 

tho-Ge gt~tio t~a~ ~"'1hing s~ as a challenge tio the ~et. 

l'.t s~ tmt tho wind didn't he.ve to- have. stre11.t,'th to mow the 

topee.Ua., !he vi.«ion ma.de one a:easiok •Nid ·conf~d in the cont~ 

t-1&n of the ~~ a.a~ tbe.t the -sbro:~d:&_., ~YS. .mus~ e«4•• 

hD.l~~ and the n,pos: whi<i'l 1m0-w4 Qf1d ~~d too -,.,1~ tormd 

intm~am ~-

I wae c001.p:broel.7 on.mr-ossed in tho aigh.t ot suQb. a. we~ l1han 

I felt$. lm'd blow on th$ nape of~ neek. l tht'tl,-ght that -tho-~ 

beam lm.d ~!h'm on mo. 1 t~ e.rotlnd wl.th G.'11rprise &1d uttert1d a 

e:4~:tion or horror,:; a r.JEm wa..s pttUi~ m b; thei ~ a:a if 'he 

l"l5, shed to raise me £':"om. the ~lUd. He •s 1J.fi ~le •. 

*:'tbnt ·art! yov lookin~ fen- here.. earth.won.a?" he -1d to me in 

t.hat tf&"~l 0!1¥ t~ of' his,. n~ yr,'li, W$1t. to leara the tradG-1 Lls.t•~ 

,Jt!m:l.,." ·he· added• ad,lrosaing a feroo.iou-s ett11or1 1Jput this tortoise -up 

on that p~ ftm me- to ~e if lte ~ 'Walk olong tt.n 

I eJl:t1dod as I c-otild the er~!lsmnt of •lld.:JJ.~ along the ~

end I Oi7111"teot~ly e:.q,lain'Od ti) him tl1&t I ·vme in tb(l- sar,r1ee of Alamo 

a,,~1~• de Ci~ -fQ'\d had eom.e .Q11 ·boeJ:d 1-n hia eompe.-ey. Thre-o Cl' 

fo:'111"' -11..-s,. t~iem.11! -o:f -llW' mee ~ele, w~ t-o m,atn,at me-; b~ l 

resolved to set away from S11!eh dist!'ng;t,ishod eoeiety., am I nm to 

the. eo.b1n in ~rch of f!ff nt1atier. The otfieers ~ ~lru.,g thei!,t 

toilet,.. no letls oompl.~..ed on beard tban ® land,- and when l _.. 

the pages oe:~P:,pied in ptm'dertng the hoad-s ot tm b.eroe-B wl»m the, 

sel'"'J'ed~_ I ankod UWiSelf ii' tbe.t ope.ration waw•t tllu leas'b fitting 



(In bQA~ a bee.t . wbe1~ 6-W'J:'1 s.eco.nd W"a$: preeiof'.7$ a.pd IW(tryb.bing; not 

e.hBot,~11 · eaoontinl fm" ooi~o vms. an olnrhruotion., 

sa 

t\"l"t style \"l,(},S tl>.£'n a~ t,-ra11ni-.l. at now. and ~~a in the ag;e 

iw,JivfG{!! ita ridiet"tloi,~. ~tions, .in tl1e moat pl"O,$..isinf; Vlfl(I'• :£v°e1.l! tlw 

ool<iiitrr ·11€1,d to ittae ~eeior,s titl'b in usld.11z. his own jaekot,,.. l?om" ~.n:l 

I nni:,r1 t~ pl.a.cad iu ~ rot.; o~ behir.d t:.~ otlwr ~ oo.oh one adjt'Wting 

the Jaelrot o:f the one in front o.f' him and mimei11o"ffa1y :fin1slling the 

t)pen.t.ion in a eliOt"t i;lJnll)\• Then they olapped on their leatlwr ht\.ta 

of~ 'f~i~lt: •. th.t, ·objeot of' \'tnioh ! (X)nld M'V~r e~ltdn., went to 

·:;;heir roaitiotJ.$ if tho3 Y1er~ on gt~,. or 1mlked thro1t&1, the open 

apaooa .li' tll.oy were off' d'-11'17'.f-. too ss.ilws didtl:t't mf.tl" thtt.t ridic,:rlo.118 

head~tS:is, and. their iimple UllitQrLt ltasn•t ~ergom, ~h qhango .e~ 

ti.t tine. 

In the ~in rq 1~ster •s ta.Udnt in an ·~wd t:Amwr with the 

.eo,..~r· ot the sliip. Frane,i800 Javi-er do ti-:te~ne,.. and the .Rear, 

Adnd:rnl.# naltaaar 1Udt\lgo de Cisneros. Aooordint to ;tho Uttlti hit 

I beard. tl-.ni~ was 11CJ de1~bt t1~t the French goueral had gi'lren m1 order 

.,.iso l@ave t:he. !i)ll.w.ing wrrdng+ 

Th:1.iJ 01 .. t'hn" gladdened. !t.ar·eial, who in oo:nq1a11Y w.itlt other old. 

,sailors in 't.he !'ort:castle. 'ffl"l.e disatJnsi:ng the De~ <lwn:t wit-h great 

'Ver'boait;y,. o,~h: a.-s.~ooiBition :wan r.1.UI"e pl.e$.td.ng to .me· tlmi ·that of 

1iW' Sztorestin1; tmele. ffJ.f" th.a coll~·t'JEla of Ealf' ... ,~ did not e.UQS't 

jokes e.t 'Ifff ~~. this one ditt&rt.t~ e.lOllO r-evoa.ls the di6si.m-

iltlrit~· ot t:ho Ol'ffl';IS'41 for while ¢ne. ffl\$ composed of ~bred sailors 

v.thom prese~ ·tlw~e -.s dve to. vol~:itr~ er..l.istment;, the other was 
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DJ!,d up of i'rivolo1 • la!-y, discouto:uted I!l:l'n of evil ha. its &nd little 

kn • lodge of d"1ty. 

I 1refei"l'-ed the :first uo, p to the soeond .nd ttonded all 

eo.nfe1once of 1 roial. If' I w re n t .fe r, 1 or tiring the r · dc,r, 

I 0•1ld tell the ox.pl tiou ·tbll.t h.e gave concerning tho diplo tio 

and politic l c •ses of the r, re.phrasing in th.., most comic 1 

y ;1 t ! had heard from he lipc of r lespi · in the home of my-

ter; thro lgh him I learned t t the eetheart of J mistre . .a 

had set $8.il on t1ie l apomuceru:,. 

All t eonferonoe . endod on one s•'lbjeot, .... the next combat. 

Tho f l eet o ght to leave. the following day• 

sail in tba.t gi ntio :ehip,. the biggest in the 

t a. ple s1.1ro l o 

ld To w.t tnoo 

:ttl~I the cannon oul.d fire l H the enc::ey- ships. o ld 

oa.ptured t 
. / 

t a e.,~u 11 . eeta t And then to return to C diz 

wr thed in gl.oryl o tell o?erybody who anted t.o list n to 

"I 

pict ing to hor the gn.:ficcnt oel.'W n exo_tin her attention. 

her e1,riosity. h r interest.; "to toll her. too. '1 i:. in tl e places 

of p o ~est d or and didn't trembl a bit I To se her ll 1th 

p id , :row inle and fright ned e.s sh.e listened to ?:'¥ to.le 0£ tl 

l -orrors of co wt: rA then to star d1sdt1.icl"1lly at o.l.l ho might 

y. no briel. toll a oi,t that trenx,ndo,~a event ••• I Oh. 11 thia 

s et tJV ima.r;ine.tion needed to r ld. I £rankly say that 

on that day I .o,1ld not ~ t ded placos nth !el on. 



'th0 nin-0tcC,,,enth_. o. "';1.n.-7 lw.m,y dR.y £'or m.o d2.1:,'Zl.e-d,_ n:nd t.~f.o,ro 4ayli3ht 

I ito.r; tn the ftil"e<'..S.i.rtle 'H:1:th rfl;/ 1~,.tti:" d10 ·wi:tn:i.1fX1 to mt1:te::Hil "i:;Jw: 

vro:r~ oft~ 1Mp... Aff:;er the ,mdhins of' the decks,. tlie o~'a'.tiM 

of ®itl.inr; Gt'li!l bEt:~• The Gl-W-:~ top$cils ,r~U"ti hoist~.. ~ ·t~ 

11eia1.17 dr,rm. t}f the ~p$ti\n1 wnu.:11ng w1:l:;J.i !t:s ~~ orookin~:~ dl.-ew h 

uighty ~.i"' ~1~ tlie bo-t-:tom. o!' the b&W• 1'110 $0.ilon wei•e running 

along ·l;ht11 }"!ti~,- others vmre mv.aurl11:g the !'~lwm,,•i p:ro.uwtl:, ,obeying 

the ol"del:'s f!>t the b~tm1Aixm• All the aotmds of tho 'Ship ftJ.·x•rool"'1..y 

!Wlt.e now filled '{)h:e a:tr wi:th th@il." fri.g..iiton.iug je.rgon.1 th+} w11.ist.le* 

the prow bell., tha diact>.rdant fll'"l'fli¥ of e. tho~d liimn voiees minbletl 

v.lt..~ tho g.r.aidinr; of ttte mt.<n"~ .. tho ·qreftkil'lg of ropaa., 'ths c~;s of 

t..ti"'_: sails; fl.a.ppiJ.1t;:; a;:,:B.ibs.81 .. t1m :ma.nts 'bef'o1·e . b~ f'iltl!fd by i;!1e wind1 

'All "clioue diff'ero1:tt'. so~~ld.G MOOl\lptudcd the fir:.tt. rsteps fJ£ tho oolosaa.1 

&Ji.:.ll '\o;11vea 0$.rosoel'! her;~ sides, Sll{l th$ :r.iaje&'ti<l l$BS 1:rezo.n to 

slid~ t::u•o,rr_h tiie l1fl.y wi:l;ho1'l'l: mking the J.ea$t p:lteli.. 'i\fithout e:,;,q sway 

of her s tde~. ¥Ii.th a tfo'O.ve< a:Ol'iolWl Qcl\rtinoo ~ibich ca._~~ bo t't1lly 

a.pprooiat!Sd by th~e 1'1ho he.-..re ohse,n.ed -0:nly tho. ~g!riru7 mQWinen.t. 

of an m.nohored ~&1e.1it 1rf1asel OT l:iave watc.b.&d ~ sailing .shi.p only ()1l 

the diet&nt le.11danape., 

tu.1 0:n-0 g,l.ane.ed G.1}0Ht.,· wl:at a speotaolo met hi$ oyei,:t lty heav~l

~N:n.rty•·~ slii:ps., five f:ri..ea,te.s> and tw.Q' brits_...,.spaulsh and Ft-0nch 

W!3sels in .frou.t of us,. 1~Jhintl 'lfl• on o~,:,r, aide# ,...1n1re oow:red w:t'th 

sails aud IDiJ·~A along ~ied by ·the light wind. ! ~ve never seen 
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a ~ b$&.1:M.:fnl ~ l 1'lm sm ffl1.S flooding tba:t magnig!Cffl bay 

with lieht• .!! ·palo purplish tinge dyed th~ snt'face of the wn.to1 .. a 

t~ the ~. fbe chain ,of hillJJ and. monnto.ina btu'oo:ring the Mg& 

of th@ ht1r1Mm on ~he tide ot: ~ port were still ~ with tlle 

b'TJ,l"fd.~ lights of' d~1 i;he llk.Y,, t~rdly elaar at thi& hott..r* had some. 

red en<l ~lden ielo~,1 in the easti the bl:r1e $Sa~ ~q'l'fil,. and 

on th.ill .- s.nd ~th ·chat. ~ tho tony ships lannched ~ir not~,; 

.,1,,·t.,.., •. """L-.,· . . ,,.. _b'I:~ ,i,.1,,...,,t. >;,'I .. ".L .. ,o. &,I.~ IDOG'.v l?>""l•iH,, "aq, .e A~~- 'l;;OUQ<'#. .tl ~ ·eyes CM. ever W.l..i;.l'lEUll&• 

·the ~:&-eovered rle;.cmis J a. c~in l!I\Y'Btel"io'le l'i.afl.l.l.Ony that. 'l1ftl 

ehild1$h ears ifflg:l.ned to fl.aw h'o.m t.bo glori.o"ts hnUs ( doi~lase the. 

·&(mg v;ae ri11ging, ln ·l!lJ'· ~ h~), the ole&1"'1Ylss ~ the dayt the .fmsh,.,, . 

nEHJS :of thlll a~sp}.wre1 'bhe '.baa~ ,of the •a, l'dlieb ~ml the ~ 

~ to .:atif' With gen~ awrbltmt at the- a~ of the fl ..... 

together all the• tld.ngs ~ tll0 moat imposing pie1:mre tl:!at ~ 

be !mt)g~. 
/ 

!~le,, cadi-s 'I'm&· a r-evelvi-ng pano~ • we •t..ehed the dhttnet 

fM&t& of' her va:&t cU"Qtut .APJ/'8U- in their a'110,.wu1siw order"• The '&'m.1 

Ghilltnr:; ~ ~n hw co~less w~ .splashed her with atveats or gold. 

the SfJ& like th~ tQnta-st1c eicy of~ G:~... I saw t~ ,,ntold~ 

of. too -.11 from 11:,l~ ivim.rf' to thEt ~ Catalina ~le~ I r&eogtd.:bd 



•m$• i"a~e.ll.J, MW tbsi~ tcm.e~ vre~e sad and melancholy as ii' ari...nu1meing 

some tU$1'(lrh"'.ne . ., ru1.d while w-e glided fon1E\1;d the mitaie faded1 eompletetir 

eo~ging t11om: wit;h !'e.therl)" oovi~o if they vvero swift and &ailing 

£4~. 
,, 

»uov.r al~ D-0n Federic~ is t1 he ;:,1nid wa.tclli1:1g the '.r"rineipo of 

i'l.$.t't,ria:s ?,nde:i- tlle .e~L'lil!And qf rtra·il'il1&., ''Tbe,rec ioos 1:a,,,. Col"'.®'ta;.,tr 

he ~le..md l.t.mki~ at. tho mioosnta111ro.t? tho flagship..... ., "11,f!;;.y he do 

well "liho t:ack,od too name RayQ !)ll. yo".,,.et ha aaig; ironi~lly• ~zing 

ab ~he ship ot tl11$ l:1&r.i.e_. t~; olov1est in the entire s.qtw.droo., t'!i'inec 

fo::e pa.pa !gooci(}*s: $&li:e,,'1 l1e a.ddod ~e,$aing th(!} SM~ Ana tmder th<G 
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out;line faded in th darkness. The fleet turned her ootJrse so ltl:tward., 

.• i th my tor sitting comfortably in his cabin. I did not part 

cozrrpany ..-ith arcial-. s ,rro'md by two collea.g l&8 and trl.&ruis, he 

explained to them Villano~ e• policy in the following nner,. " . , 

Corne-ta has divid d th fleet into .four p,.rts. The vang11&rd, commanded 

by A.lava. has eevon ships. the cente-r has aeven •l.Bder the control of 

• CorM.ta in peraon. T rear g 1arc1. also with seven.. is eomna.nded 

by °' noir. and the reserve body coJl!POaed or twelve shipa is '11'1der 

the direction of Don Federie-o.., ! don't think thi& ia a bad idea., 

or course the Spanish vessels vo. mixed witll thos Freooh drtd a ao 

'Chey won•t leave ,,a in th b ll's horns 11.ko they did at Finisterre. 

"As Aloneo baa told me, the Frenob:nan ha.s aaid ti.t if' the enemy 

e.ppeara under the le • we will fona a battle lino and .tall on 

This sounds 

·t;.o be 1, 1eh 

ry good in the oabin. tt. now ••• ia the Senorito going 

o-x tha.t he will appear under the lee? s,~, his lordship 

bas little enough senae to stop and fish. •• • 

stand wh t that renchme.n is waiting for ... • • 

'Le't • s see if 1iJlder

!1' the enemy appears 

on 0 1 ':r rind rd and attacks ' s we O''ght t ·e> wait 1:or them in a batble 

li I nd as they will have to .separate to attack "8, i£ they don't 

get to bre&k o,,r line., it • 11 be eaay to defeat Everything 

see G&IJY to that gentlonnn. (Ria listeners whiapor.) Also he 

.&a.Yfl he will not ke signal.a and tells ns to it tar everything 

frO!:I. h oapta1n. ie a.re gnin to eee ....i.t l havo been predicting 

evor since that da:roned • 1baidy troa.ty wa.a signedJ and that ia * •• • 

ell., it's better to keep silent. . y God ~nt.-. ... I •ve already aaid 



,ad:mi.rt~l 'tl~i, oo.lls bin ca}?'.:;a:bi,e d~y before n; ba.t'i;l,u and tf,t:La, 

t-ho:m to i;l.4 na1 0~011 ,oo>Jk! w::l.:ahes., (G~t demonstr¢cio:P..s of ~l?t>lo;:t1s-e< ... ) 
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On the·~ -O"f the twotltieth thtlre ,iaa a etr'oug 'V'IUld_. am ~n,. 

eeq'ltently the :shipa W'e.Nl q11ite a di.rJ.tanoo ~ one an&t:h&r . ., nnt 

fWO'l~ nfJOh the- Wi.M Ml.med, fflid tho flaphip gff.:VG &lgna.U ·bl) f:On 

ftw ,col.~,, ·tne· ftllt't'M:'d41 cent$a:\,. rew-r~m. at..x\ two. reserve boo.le~ 

:tt &:,llgnted me -to W&t<m. those h•gp t,,tlks -1.dng the fot"'"A1tion 

with $~eh--,~ and, altJ»ngb. due to, tho d.iuimilaritf. of theiP $!ling 

eoJiditit>-M their ~oenv'rc-$ we-rec not· Wf'Y rapid and the line fo1"1iJat.1® 

hi:tperfoet., tl-*" drill. a-.yn fl.1"0•1aed r1f;! lt.em1ast ~ion,. >,.~cording 

· to twcial,,. tho wioo W&3 b~ng from. the so,lt~&t as he Md prophesied 

tlt .. n.'b 1tID:rn~ end ~G fleet11 mth the 'id.nd to stm-~ adwn®d .in 

the. d1reot1t1i;1; of tl10 strnlt... That nigb't • .aa.w SOl!10 ligtit$ md . ~t 

~ 0£ the ~y.!'i~at ~ ~ twen~eewn ship.a w ~ windward 

among vthi,ob tll\r,eit.\l. ~d O."l'C seven three-decl:ers. At ab~nt eight 

o11clook the thU."t;1-tnreo Bhipa of th$ <t~ sq,;.a.dr(m ·~ into v<J.ew 

d?'Gffll i,p iuto a ~ol~ f~tion. O'i1r ftef.'t formed one~ long 

lim. ··and ~®l all. e.p;pea~ the two colt~ of: i'C~laon. 1n. the s1Y£pt 

of-. .ero.dle wre adwnci~ ae ii' they wi&l'lod to c·t,t err line thro"l~ 

thO e@ter and. rearg~~. 

;1.,ch ~ the ~i'M.on ru: both sid•s, w11en the B~menta;1ll"a r!llde 

'tb~ signal to veer abo·~.. ~ha.pa yo,, will not ,~~ this;;. but 

I :nsan that ships shifted tlteiJ.i' eJOTine' d~t'ieally •· ..... that is to 

say thttt; tha .shipo •. <lriwn by ·the vJiud 011 the starboard,. by thie 

~"lOOf1'J'N new baa, 'tlh~ Yd.i.cl on tM larboard., 1:.: .snch a WIJ.y tba.t we 

~. goi.ug in ,t,hQ diretrl,ioo almost o;ppo,d.te t0 tha ll1W we ws:ro holdint;• 



The ~. pi;)inttl:id ~d th.$ nortl:1., and ,:t;bis movement,. ·the objeot 

,,. . -"· €Jf' ,l'rhieb •a to liave Ct\d!iA ~r-.11:der the· 1,·finr.l so es t:o raw it in 00$)) 

ty If!'Aro5.a:l ~ $aid1 11Tl\El.t t,a,ttl~ line was 'bad em.fr~h before• ·and nmt 

shot,.$ .spr~·~ ~ l~t6 Se~ ~ i& WT.,,•.,, 

Really. tha ~~ beoa.tln the r~r~ •. and the: rEM!W:rvo 

sq•~, Whi<lh W&$: thfl bfnt 4!1if;}0QN.:Ul(;; ;.1ti-Q 'lt'tta-t ! he~ fflliS left &-t. 

spee4~ ~the<>~ no:t;. too sldllf"nl~ the n.aw· line oo~rl_d :r1ot bt;r :ntpidly 

or precd.efl:ly fii).rti.ed. 8~ :1hip.s fo~oo ~ ra.1~.ly and took too l~adt 

~l"a fell behind or t~oo rJ'tt Cl>f the rw, lon.ving a, big eall in the 

.lhte:• tbt1t& .-ving tho ~y tho· trouble ot ~ng it., 

The e~ was g!VE::u tf'.l re,..o~ta.blle:h the former or(!er• b<Afe'Vff 

obedient a iood ship •:t ho" lt 1:S n<>t &Gel\$~ to ~ge as a~ ... 

Th.ms: !iaU'....me.n, l~t.olu.ng tl.w movement& .of· t,he near-by ships GJ11.id_.i"'The 

l.1?:&e ia l~er tliAn the road to Sm1tiago. !.t th~ Seilo:r.ito cnts it"' 

of 'f:;..lte Ii.no, ·00100 to b.el;p niJ? (l'ril1rmrtru cf approval) Bcaide,a ~ aro 

"l'nd:&r the lee, tmd. the oa111~0G~ o.aaa. oolect the point tneu \\i . .sh to 

Attack 'US.., We w:tll MW t1no<t1~ to do defendinJ; or:i.t:se:lw$ :a& b&B'b \'le 

·etm. All l can ay 1$~ •ir c'"10d b:r-mz ffli ollt ,zeu .e.nd i'Ni!f l,~ rrwn. 

tho ~ f~~r,, ·~ JeUt-'8:.* 



eoonw. 
Hr>on•t yot1. thi1ik tMt thi$ i"" too l\o,Jr to 1,ogiti l\., battle? TwelW 

o'olook naon.:ttr ~ ~laitood n-nf,;rily* alt,ho',tgb 11& didn1 t. ~' to mel..e 

too p1:1bl1o a demonstiution~; nor ,did thsoo eonterenoet1. pass, i'ror.1 too 

~11 eirc.).t},. within v1hiel~ l#, l~d by DW. u1satinbl,Q ottrio:d,~ intro

t1•c1.ced. ~lt.-

:i:: dontt ~ t1lty,. ltw., I. a~d to roti<,e in 1\1.l ·their 001~te~tc 

e::~ssir.tn~ o:f: di•plon.s,:lt"e111 Tlie ~fficerc on q,•~o-k. tho sa:Uoro 

a.11d. bon.tmmilw on the p-n)t.f wore vm:tcui11,g ,the -all1~ ~er the lee and. 

oroit Qf lino,, t1.mtil'Lrr, which ·there Yror& fo-'11· belonging to tho eeowr 9'oup,. 

l bAd fergot-ten to n}!')-ntir.,m a p.volwin&i-y ope.rat.ion of the oo.ttte 

in wllich ! ~k pa.rt_. tllien tho olea.ring for r;.ctlon llnd been ~<le~ and 

{:;VQ\rything pertf:\ining to tho ~1ne and workl.ngs of the ship r..ad ooen 

pi1t. iu readimsG,. 1 ho:tu'd ·M•i GG:;f1 . •1·too su.nd,. ...... spi~ the. :moo:.n 

l'h~~l pulled ~ ear,, aim leatiir:~ me. ton. natell1my l'i!IW. ~ ~· 

in U.nei with enm d..ra.rtod Gt.\iletra .• -ca-0:.in'hoya. and <:rt.he:'$ of little 

:t11lp0~. Sotne $1lilqr-s bad fQ.n.ied ll. uW-rwo.y betll.-ee.n decka from 

the ha.~y t.o i..il.0 bottom. o.f tho hold* l.\nd. in tldQ way tht* ea,.t;kQ oi' 

G'aad were IllO-ved. one. har.ided it 'i;o tho ~n next to him,. and this om 

pi:t.tJ'*1d: it on to the .toll01Ni11.g; ~1#,. and in thiS way all that was needed 

ms :removed 1np;i~ly and witht:>"''1t ~ tr~1ble., l~e.s1nt: t.rom hm1d to 

hanq,. a ~t n~ ot 'the sa.cka cm.me 111,p from the ho-ld. and eroat 'wt4a 

1ny anx1:n-u4) whf;)n ! sti.v,1 tl1e.t they ,w.re enpt,yj.ng tbe:a on ·b1ia dee}; tl~ 

qi"nrterd~ek1 t1£ fon.oostles and wen npt-eooing; it. ~ the entire 



s'fT.r'~e of tl:w beaw_., ~y ware doi.ng ,t;he ~· thing be~ deek:$., 

fo "'-~lGfy m, o~!J.)aity I asked tbe eabinboy n&lCI; 'to me the ~Gaffl>n 

tor all this, 

at theiF tasit. and toi"' aJ'l inttcm.t I felt O<JrMrdly end afi'aid., ~r 

ima~ion;. u:, ,co."fl!):tcte mNrtor a:t ~hat time,. eoon banisheti e<'tff'J'E?l bittOJ"' 

bmn t!1f! ~,1., and I tho'?fb'h.t only of td~· aild pl~-nt s~pr~. 

The etm.oollS wel"e 1"$Qdy" wid I noticed thnii m,~t:i&u.,. al.so,, uere· 

pa$Sing trora thfl ~ to ~ deck$ by ~ of' ·a htt.ma.n ehnin 

simU.ar ·"to t.hat ·Gile· which had reoowd tha annd £ram. t:he hold cf the 

The I:J~lish ed~ed tt,. ~ ,. in two. gronps. One WS.$ ~& 

t~$ ·~e. with ~ ~hip ~:tng th~ admiral ~ in the lead or in 

the wnex: of t11-0 ·cradle"" Later :c leanwd it was: t1l.e Victory t~r 

in of' little m:tai~-e h1 role.ting il~rationa whi~h I did not ~rst.twd 

at the ti.-. I ms abte ·to 1~rstm'Vi ·bho ft>niation of o,'!'ll"' :i'l.eet ~ 

what I l~d 1-eial .se.y togeth$.r vti:t;h blfor.ma.-t;imi ! ~thsred later; 

'Si\) that yo11 ·'J1JS:f ~tnd&rstand it vmll. I sl111ll giw yo,1 e. list .of Qt~ ship$ 

iooitlating tb.O:$e 011t o.f' line by lea.ving a ea:p., their nati-0m.lit7" &nQ, 



First Group 
eo nd-ed by 

i lson 
Victo?:7 

Second Oro~ 

pt tn Sp. 
Scipio Fr. 
yo-Sp .. 

Formidabl.e-Fr • 
• •• Dur,''lfl Fr. 

,ont-Blane-Fr. 
Asi p"' 

/ 

.' g ,at Sp. 
BerQS-Fr. 

Trinidad• Sp. 
:s~oonta ,,re.Fr" 
u tTopt''l' Fre 

Redo''table-Fr. 
Intrepid • 

• •• Leandro-Sp. 
coru:mnnd·d by Collingwood 

••• J,sto-Sp • 
••• Indompe.ble- • 

$t\nta Ana-Sp., 
Fo ,g "Sl'X-Fr . 
!on&rca-Sp. 

P1nton--Fr • 

• 
••• Arg<>ll&ttte-Fr. 

lldafonso-Sp • 
••• Achilles-Fr. 

Pr1noipe de Ast lf'iS.B-•Sp .. 
Berwich-Fr. 

lJepom_,"Oeno-Sp. 
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m,.;JA !Ji1l${Wt 'mill.$ on,. n:nd fo:l'" q11itc a t7h:ila ! d:1.d:nli., ~1U:o whl\i~. w.as 

h~ppBuitl!!j, ~,md xac,. 

too 

T1io "hm.tl;mmh:u,. i·epoa.t.ed !.t.. The ~:llor~ ran toJ10.rd tho :r~s~ ·bhe 

1rtley-s slwle1rect, 'tho c.i:til$ ,of tllo foi:"e't::...'1.s't. f'ltrtt:ered .or~\rd. uAb:o,,t 

e.dvtl.OOi;'l' of the Tri:oidoo had been 

it oppo.s:t:be th~ B''C(HTtntt?T- vrho wa:,;. 

w~re $:e&rJ.iek O.l"dl '\I,tel"C gr,ae,-ph':c.g the SlU'."o ~s t.o keep from f~lU.ng,., 

th~1·e. Y1ere so,:ie do:ter4ine(t, reeol~to :msn;c <c,ape~5J!tlly in th~ 



ot mral am :roligio- coooioumw&s* l wn ir1:re tba,t iu tho• aolem 

mom,nts ~ng the fil"ir,.g of the firSt ~t'* the ~ of God •• 

'Up~t;it 1n an t~ minds. 

It se~. t11 wo 't1-t al:l. m:, Ute I bad experienced a~h $GnaG.ti®fl 

as thol!lO I felt at 'bbat, :mmoont.- In spite ct m:J !'8W :,ean I ns eapabl• 

ot :nmlit.~ the •r1Q~tl0Ss ~t the oecuion.. aoo. for the first tiine 

lGf\y conue,p't.lotw ·and. g&1.1fJn,:1:1s thonght;.e, etil'T'Od 1J1;.f heart• Tho oeri:a~ 

~i 1tlctory was so fixed in !!!fu mind that I f'olt a ee~n p1i..y t,w 

tbe ~lish. aud I admired -~ so. ooger.ly .l'tleldng :s~ iieath. 

For tM £i.rst time, then. I ~ived clearly the !&:a of tather

·land,. and s~ 4POntan&ous ~ions. ~d in 'ffl:l 1.JO"nl... 1r.ntil then 

l had. alwaJMl, tno~gb.t of my M-tiw land in ten$ of the persons who· 

go~ tl1& mt.ie:m, $'Uch M the king and hi:e eel.eb.rated minister who 

,3,.1rely •re not. 1-.egardeu with tbe aame re.speet... Since 1!J.3 only Immrledge 

of hi~ was that a.oq11'.red .in the caleta.. I thn1Jgh\ the J.s.w ~d. 

tmt.t one sb.o1'ti beeome entlr.,•iqtio on hOAl:'i:n.g that the. s~aa:1u ha4 

firat. killed Q. geat. .n"-1mf:ler .of Moore and then quit-e a few b1ugl:1shmen 

IDld benc!m:!en.. I pifJ'tt~~ Yff1 e011lltriJ as & va.l 1.mt ha~o,. b'!1.t Tftl 

· ooMept100i ot valor re~led b&rl,;t.u-1• as ·m•te.h ~ ooo t!!!gg doea 

anot~J, consequently w.ith aneh :ta.a as these., pu.triotimn was to m 

only pride in 00,longui to, ttm.t l"'a® of l!oi.lr killW-•• 

!S"~ 1n tbe ,$Ql:ll&m; J?l"OCOCU\l the bat:tle ! lde~ eve-rythi-ng 

·~ltlt .dirt~ 'ff@:rd signi.fied~ and the pereoption or l'lfltiom.lit.7 gained 

en~1~ to,. 1m:J 00•11., ,:,cVtml:mg i~i.ta ~&ts to ~ lllm too s,w. 

which scatt&n the m.rJ-it and :rom.O'U$a the d&!'k:neas ~ a l0iV&ly 1en4-
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s.ctipe... Nc:1:1 I 'thQlJ~G o:? W.J i2n:tive e.e~ • .f as an iu11onao le.nd pop,11.ated 

with :.:-:Ji!n all of -.~hom v:o~G 1:1111'tcd by the c<.mm1on band of. brG·thm."hoad i 

l;~<;ioty iN6t3 f!ivid~:id lnt-o fa.rd.lies ;hi ,nuch thoi-c were <;,rl:vc.s fa) s~port-. 

-el1.Ud1,•e.t.t tc ed•,.oate,; ea.'i:a:tes ·l-o pr$Servo.11 honer t.Q d.ai"end; ! e~idcnd . 

~"1e pa.at i1!if.ablished e,r~ntf. sf> i.1:lS.ll:f bo1.~~f!S tG help and defend 011.e m~ 

O.f'.;Qinst-; a.u ont.e.ide at-tack. and l l'Ca.lit.ed th.a:!; tlw,sc eM.p&. r&1d b~n 

~e tiy all <t>f" ·t'J.:i:e;m to def'tlr..d ?,,J.1eir mtJ:vo lwld; tl1.c :.Jo.il in -r.'lhi~h ~~ 

t:kiey pla.oed ·their pl4rri;s; ·!;he, f'tfl."1.~ow G1?r.!r.i.klod ~i-th their Slt®t; tho 

hOi'iW "1Jiho~ tlmir old ~:nt$ lived.t the gard$n w~ their child~.n 

phyed.J tl1Ai' QQ}oty duooveN.d .&:Id c~nqi~:red by their a.tteee'Co:r~; the 

,:?Or'c \Yhero they tied their $nllll lxm~ til'.'od. ;af';er ~too day' Et jo."in1eyt 

the iihop wher~ ~lWy sto~d th.6ir oarthly- poosossions J 'the o'h.vrcJ:>, the 

t,omh or ·tl'ia1,r eldeli's,,, the abode or their saints. the ark of their 

f\'.l.i·!;ti;. the pla~". the ge.f:b.orins-vlace of th1ti:ir h:1ppy leis.t'tt'G ho~1rs1 

'.':;hi:ll r...o~JJSl' whost,1 old f•'.!i"nit.,,re. hcoo:mes th~ a:y.nibql of the perpr.it'rlity of 

tu).t;ir,,Ii.'1'if th,i;1, klto:b?:n ,i)n. ,:::hoaQ saoh?d. v.ralls- l~ :t.~er 0%tingt1iched 

·:';;};0 och.o of thtJ s.tor.iom th"; t;rt'.1'...dnlotl~l'$ ·t;old to t>o:otb.e th~ m.:::1ehief 

ti.lid nm•est ot ·the <:,hildt"t:11; t,h{l s:{:;r.oot w7;10~ so ~· d~r frl~ly 

f'tll..o~o ar:.e· ooen going by; the ao''lXltl-J. the sea .• ·the aky;t ew~ 

fWGlil birtili t~"t u assi.'lci~ted With our exister~. .froffl ·the $'bable 

nf ~ cb,l"itJhei:l ~:nim.l to tlie throrw of pt;;tril'ttol1e.l. king~; e~ry 

o'bjec...-t in vlhioh. 0,11" very ·DO"''Ul s~e:ir. {'.o &t.cl.l an. if .Q't,r bod:i$s were: 

11.?Jt e11on,th• 

! also be-Jlieved tlli!IL:lr the din.pnt.eG Spe.in had With r~® or with 

I;r;.gli:md mn·tf ~br~ e1~0 to t.Ji~ ta.Qt ·bb.Rt thclJe ~tions ~cd to ~ 



~1:1g . ..., f'~ uu11,. ... n.n !dee. in. whi~h I tl&S l!tOt vi.holly mis~ 

In !ilU ~- ,\e'.f\>ti$0 waa, ti legit~te a.a a.gr;:ression ffl.\s b~'l:ital. and sit1Ce 

:I Jad ~rd st ee.id. tlxat 31.-tice always trl~~f) I di:d not q,:;estlt.lB 

.o,~ rtotoey. Ae I loQ'.ked at ot1r red and rellovt tlaga" the combined 

color.& ,of 1.·:hioh. ~presenU$(1 firtl1 I felt l!1JI' bosom imell within •·• I 

c.onld wit hold L>a.ok the- w~•i I~-~ ca.dia,, Vejer,. Q.tld e:U the 

i::lr'(miard-s 'Whom I iroagi110tt i_rore ~ring o':it to a. ci-e-at flat f"oof:. 

e.mtt.0I11tly -nt~ ''$• Al,l the.s:e i~ and mi.»tio-ns ~•d 1ue · 

of ~" and I $lid a ~r.erJ it we.sntt the Lord's Prayer f>l ... an A~ 

~i~. '!:Pit s~th1ng now whioh baa ·~ oc:oi,rred. to me ,a1:mro.. A 

atJd&Jn lo'Ud noise sh.Golt me from 'JJ.'f1 bliesNl tranoe am I eh,-.ddered 

·dolent.l,y~ The ftrat <limaott Ghot 'had $0'!~• 
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the fir/Jt- @(')'h was. tired by 6 Shil) of ~gt18.l."'d at the no~1 

Sovel'.'e:i:.~1 oi,r.w11,11ded hir Oc,llin~vood~ ,)h:Uo thee Bffllta Jw..e. l!PlG t~mim:d.nt,:; 

t~tt1e v.r:tth thi~ ooo~ thfl Vietor-,,; eam e.,gaiM+. ttS,., Eve1·yones on ·the 

Tl:i'!Z:..:tdad 1~:;; mw..01:t.1 t.o. s~ f'it"ing; httb Ql~ ODI1.1ri'.ltmde1 .. we.~ vmiting 

~. ,313»"'~ tlJ.vora.h;l.,e 1:,~1tt.;. The fir:i:ng i3:prood f'r01n the Su,nta Ana 

\:o of tho liYJ,i;~ a.s if 'th¥.\'! shi:ps oori\l 1.tnlood by a. ~~1-on fl'IS~' 

on,o slilrt PJJar!;t e.lJEOS't eir.1t1ltnooo,'!t'Sl:t in the rQ.st. 

V:tc:t;ory first a-1.;tal)ked the ~¢h nedot-fbable-1 and bavinf;; been 

dr:lw:n back.,, $he took h~i .. p.oei-l;:.:ion opposite ;0,,r 'rfindwa.rd s:td~. '?ho 

a.wfttl 11J)1'00:nt 'b~d A't'l'"ivedf mie h.1,ndred. voiee-s, otw~~~d.. '"Fire :fl repent.ing 

liloo an b:d.'e::rmil :oehio -!:;he ortlcr o:f the: e-!;>t~~"' and the broe.-c1aide 

tlht\v,:ered ti.tty missilos, ,,~n. the '.ttlglt.ah ship-. F'or ·a.."1 instant tho 

i::nr.oke, hid trrmi ne,v the &ight of' the .ane:uw• Bt11t 1:ililld with ~e thff 

e11e1l'.if ship ~· i,pon 1 1&,, 'hile Tt:ind. e..baf\t., On rea-ehi11.g mtv.sket,..£1$ 

rm:i.ie,, ahe l?J;f£ed !U1d wttpcied her lJroa.dside oo 11S• ~tt'ieeu shot;.s 

i;l1.'{'} ci•ew l'Ul.d be~:.:1 tible t;o see tll~ h•nn dor10 to ·the v;lltleey Ql!},d it 

red-otibled its enthnsiru:,m., Tho e~mon.a vrere J?O*"fonlrl,n.g pro.mptlyJ 

lt•->t'WVGI' t.t:!Qre wao .eorJ£1 dela)r .as t\ TOSt(tt, of 'l;he little p~'t.ice of 

sc,rllD QG.r~:10:n corpol"$.l&. tared.al \'!l011ld gladly have ~n e1~rise o,f 

w1:u:~J::: in -tho oartridge storeromn~ ~id wi t?i !!i'l'<;.l'dt:t atld 

t,"'0$'bt;!J;"OS hlY et!Qt:;nx•agod 'tho.Q($ at. t.li.e fU 1ll~• 

'.l'?l1e Bi,.eent;Q.t1re. o.t 011r stern ws firing on the V:1:~ol!,Y t\nd ·f:}h.e 

~e-•rl\\f'y~, anothel" pd\'ror.i'til BnbliG!'.l. v~ssol. It looked like !ffoltir:n1t:e: 



sia;p,YW.t1 gomt to £rill ir.rto 011ri pov.rar 1:ieca.u$$ ·the art-.illeey o!: the 

T1•.im.da.d hld de$'tz~yed tlla tao~ and riggin,£; nm tie 44\'l ~"ith pride 

tl~ aoo ~ lowt .hor mi.Z.&aimSStw 

Ill. t~ ~ii0r .()i' t..~t first ~ne,u1mt..er.,. I .s.oorooly .uqt:ic.ed that 

sooi,e e.t O'Jr' ail.Q?'S wre feUing mJ~ or dead., I. in a plaoo ~ 

:t ~·i'tgkt I woiil,tl b-e los:$ trori:tbl.esome,. ~t' .e·t;o!'.!.*1 "fflltehing the 

~~-.U®l" 'Who· mws. giving oroora from ·th$ quarterdeQk: with heroic 

o.a~ss,,; and I tm.a :e~rioed to -UeQ ~ ::r.atrber with lesu sererA.ty 

b11t 'i:d.th mre e11th1J#.i.S..ma rtrging on the atfieers and sa.ilq.ni with h1a. 

hoarse little wt~ •. 

'"Ah/' I •id to liWtW·lf * nif DQim. Francisca QO"'l<l ,see him 'WNfl* 

l shall eoni\u1s <;hat I Md llW~nti., of terrible fright" in whiob 

I wou·ld lllil.Vti hldden in the Vl':Jr3 bottom or the httll~ uwl other momenta 

or dtili:riotta bol.dne.sa in which I risked my 1if'e to view t:bat grea.t 

speot:acle f't"~ too. r.i.ost dtu1gero"'~· plaoe.s-. 131,t l sha.ll loavo •f/l!JI h~le 

person and tell of tho most ·oorrii)ing part of arw battle with the 

. Vi®i:>icW• f:be 'lrinidad wcs sh.Q.tte'd.~ her with m.ueh •·~•, Vl'hm th$ 

?eme:rar,1 ,, ~'Qt~ a W1*'3 ald.llft•l lllQn<W\tne placed her,seU kt.'We'en 

tho. two c:Olllbete.uts and proteoted lw.r aompal'd.on i".l"4m ~· bltll.ets., 

~1-tely she· 'ba£,tm to t-Ht. 0;,:tr ltw through the -r.-rWdad sto:rn

amt,, ~ th0 '.aUcenta.'-_.& d:.,Ji'ing the ti.re had moved -up. so clo.eely 'bo 

the Trinidad tb&t. tll.eir> yard~ ~4hed each $tlmr,., a big if$.P .appe~ 

in tll.,e. Une,. $nd 'Gbe 'l~~ • werin~ snadenly @ ns t.o plaoe nei-

iJelf' w 01ll1' JArbOflir(l1 fired on this side .of' ,is wili4h '-btil that time 

1~ been ~ea.th.ad,.,. At tho ~· iutant the life~t."r1.e• ano,tmr st~g 



~h e,bip,; .~ 111p to -hhe po:S-iti® rormoi":ly ~~q>ied by the Vi~~ •. 

who ~ tell to tl-1e le~rd.,. .ao· that in ono :mt>l7»n1.t tho Trinidad 'W'(W 

sm:iro~d by enem,(ts, pi.ere~ he1-" l.~ o. sieve on all s1d$s. 

tu the ta.cs af ~ ~t:et._ 1,,,. tho a1.1bU~ raie of r~., ill 

the oaths .of the sailO!" .friends of Tu..vcia.l."1 I eavlild "°· tl~t wo 

\1ere lost.., e.11.d ;the i);ho~b.t o.t .defeat ~d uw ao,11 v:i~tta. t4nt;;1ti~ 

'.l:bc line oi' ·ti~ comhit"'lnd £1(:;tot 'fflls 'broken in ~l plae•a• c.nd the 

111.imrt t11n~riblc a.:t.eor·1ikir re-D~,.l'bed ·,vh~t'lll' i:;he ships were tlU'Wtn: O""'t o£ 

·. lin-e by the o~ t:o "l>eer ab,f'l:tt., r~·o -rre.vo Qtirronnded by the . e~ 

t-mo-ac a1-t::i.llecy ffll.s. ·h~'l~11r£& a rain or bulletfi aDd shot upon o'"F 

&hip Q i~ll ~$ i'!pOn tho Bt~te.1~~ 'the l'1,g11si:;iu,, the ~ am, the 

JA~ nre tig;b:t;ing 1l'Ot f'D .~ t14 in a rather "lnerowdcd po,Sition.,., 

while the TTinidad and. tho flag ahip• 1'llabl.e to £we thGm®lv•s• _.re. 

•·1i~t iD a. tot:riba ~ by· the gem.1ts l)f the gr®'t Xii'olaonJ. they 

WE.IN i.'i&h,'ting heroically, no long..- tltrivinc;; for viotoey, b'ltb deter

minod t,o, die honorably• 

Tb& White hair& of~ 11.ead still rise &$ l 1·~•11 ·t_nose awf."ul 

bcn1rs. eB,ee1$.lly from two to i'tJ'''l" in the e.1"ternoon~ l ~ .aeo the 

ships, •• -...not ~ blind Wat maehJ.nea obedient to tho will of :mr.m,, btth 

tla tr,1w giQnte,, Uving, ll'Wlu.ttro11s beings,, -striving a.t 'thc:b• am1 vJill 

n.c t;hoy p1tt iirto ftatien their 8fl.ile end. their e.gil<' 11tJ:ib.s,,. the pov.iel°""' 

;r,i1 ai*t:ille,r-y of: t.hcd.r sid.c.s. Ae I -watched tl~ ! eo1,ld not help 

th.inking of t~m. aa persons, and evon now it seems that. I ·esm ~ them 

~h ,eaeh otmr, eb.alle~-e'.,. l"'Ji'f f'or-eefntq t.o etea:r their •il&, 

rt~h .te~d in e. pt"UWking ~r ~ if to f£O en board* wit~ 



the ~1m,rs o.f too Cl'C'N, lil1:le tr..e .t.md voice at a, tt-oiibled miart-., shout 

ntJW l'.ritll eno.0,11."age:ment or moon in ~spo,ration,, at one ~nt. a f'tl:ro-

r~ e:£ fl.cstw"1ation. at s1nothe.r a juo1).Q;nt hy.mn of v:ietor:11: a. mad 

CU\mOr<.rtt~ d.1:n ~iso~. f.a.det1 into. .s:pa.ce. and diell a.v~'e{f in. the Wl'Tible..

al~~l silen:ce at defeat., 
/ 

Tll.e int~r1or o:f th~ Santie:hla -.a one o.t ru1 :im'enu>., \the ttwkl.et'f 

had been a:oAttd:°r~d b<fflat~se the ship ws :not moving r»r ms it able to 

mov.c. The lllt$t ~tt tank wtts: lllrulning the artillecy gtill$ with 

tlw· ~test ;pG~.nbl$! baate, thJis ,ret:'-llrning the ha~ that the. er.mq 

g11l:Mi we1"G :ma.king. The English hi1ll.etti:,. like great.'# inviP:ible cl.mm,., 

wal"fl te~ing the uails to shrOOs.- the ~nts ·at gill'mBl.e. ch'.l~ 

of· wood~ heavy :S:1-..ro,;td,s ,cnt down ftom. the' ma.sthead• .~llen pltlleye. 
. . 

its p:t.a-00 b;v the· er~ cannon_ filled tl'.l~ .~. so completely that 

there v1s.G {'Wal'cely ·apace fQ-r one ta .mow. Ir.Wey m1nt,te living mm,. 

1n &reat :n~bo.r1,:;, we:t"'Q f'n,lling to tlie f'loor o:r into the s~, ·and. ln 

the ~h10 tile oaths or thfl oombat~• 1'.aingled w1tli tb.e cr:iee <,f 

the vro,1f1ded•· in s:ttc.h a way that it. ss impoasiblil to diettingl!ish it· 

tun§ WhQ wero q"mg ~e el!lracing God 01" those whiJ wen; fighting ~· 

et\llhl£ on nm il1 thQir a11gt'isli. · 

I lad tt,, lend ~ &id to a. ~· $Gd ta~ that of carrying tho· 

•w.n4*1 to the bold where tlw infirmary vms, J.oeat.ed.. Somo ilii0d bef.-• 
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they reach-od it. nnd others had to s"ffcr pa1~1l operations before 

their tired bodies kn a roont 1 s rest. I also had the incxpT'OS 1bl& 

s tisf c•don or helping the carpcmtoro, who hurriodly plngged the holes 

de in the h1 lli b'-'t l afraid assiatance YIO.s not as effective 

an I ·o ,1d have desir d. 

'i'he blood .a"' r "t1ning in ab'7nda.:nco over the deck. and the bridgo"8, 

nd in spite of the .&and. the movement of the ship was carrying it 

ro and there. f'ormi g prophetic cl.Tm ings.. Tlre cannon bo.l.ls fired 

at olos.e ran{;e ,rere ala ,g11terin with horrible mt'ttilationJ fre(f'Etn-tly 

I s r head, co let.ely severed from ita body, roll e.ro,1nd the deck 

hen the violeno& of the b tllet did not dash its victim into the see. 

Where he wo11ld have ·met an eJ.moat painlo..s death. Other bnllets re

bo•,nde.d a.go.inst Il)li\.$t or & gn:nwale scattering a. de11:tge of splinters 

whie-h wonnded Uke &rrOll'ls. The m"skDtcy of the lower st and the 

shots of tho short gnn artillery were sproad.ing a slower and lilOre 

pain.A.-"ul death. and rarely did one emerge from ,such fire llnml.U"ked by 

the l d and iron of' o'tr enemies. 

Attn.eked in s ch a ner and powerless to return 'the SS.."l'lE) I"'~ 

tho crow. th so l of the ve$sel., th&t life waa hopeless and s 

dying With desperate co"'r&gei e.nd the body of the glorious ship trem-

bled at the bl of the b llets. I co1 ld feel her shndder in the 

1r1,1 cont st1 her i'r'arJes. creaked. bet- be bi,rat,, the d~pths of her 

hold writhed in the mnne1: of lirllha ini'l.anx)d ith po.in,. and the deck 

vibr&ted under my feet with noisy jerk if the • · nae body o-f 

th ship expN-sscd the anger and gri ·f Gf her erew. eanwhilo t 



w.-awr wnG l"UShi!1{; i1i throny1. the tl'i.,()llafflld 1101,es &.11.d eraviee"S 01' tllo 

ttieve,,,.Ulm hnU" and th& h.o·ld began. t.o sink., 

:r~. :131te(t11t.o;\,,ra,. tha fl.a..G ship,,, G"3:'rendered beff>l"e onr eye~;Jl 

Villon.ewe Lad lowered th~ tl.G.g... 't'fith th£; .snrrenik.n: of' the leader 
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~t tl~ flw"• ~t- hope ooi1ld reJ.tl\i.n ftn: ·the :reat or- the nhips f Tbe 

111 .. ench fl~ ~ppea.re~ f;r(.):m, {.l1e, ete1-n. of tl1&1; pl"Qc•1d v~:re.$Gl~ a.ad 

~ ~Med £'irl;ng,. El SU-a Ag'!istln -a.i"ld the Reroa kept dofending 

tl1et..1Sel'V'e~,. a:.:.1.d '.t-l:ie '.ii'SiJa ~d the> ltropt1~e11 irtem1Je;i;t$ of i;ho ~gna,rct. 

'W'hfJ had -oome "to help ns • tried. 1n vain ·~a sav-G 11$ frQm the eh~ 

~miel.~ 'bt'H1ieeJnt ua-. I 0011ld so.e the pa1"t of the tit.-ttle, nee.rest 

the Sa.nt"~e~ ?:irin..i.~. b1tt it Vias ir1;po$0ibl.e J~ seo acything from 

·thii;', re.fro 0£ the lino.. The td.:rJ<d .s•i16.d to have :er~opped• .arid no glance 

001,ld paoot;rate ,the mr.ok'e ¥111.leh ei1.v~loped ns- ti.ti.th its ,t1~ white 

elot'lds..,, We co,,ld distinI;"'tiah -only the tac:k~ •Md riggini.; .of S:ffll'i.G shipi 

f&l.'" a:rJ&;;i i.n ·the di$'0tmoo"' inr.n·oasoo. in en ine~lie·abls manner bf so-me 

optical effect ;0r ~tlw:r~ t'ila·~ $colemn moment mads ev-et""ftld.ng look larger .. 

Thia dense: fog lifted fQl'" e.11 Ui.4.~. 'bttb in ~ta horl'ible wayl. 

A ~a.di~~ Jteport, 10,1d.er than that ma4e by ·the thonsana ~na -of the 

-sq~n '"11 £iring a.t once. paral;,--ged eVGry-thini; .and prod~ wide-· 

aprea.li ten-.,.1;'. A vivii:l br.1~1tnes;~ v~o«r~uGd too· ~rflJl sllQeki.. 

soattered ~ veil of ~,. s.1Jd. tlle ettcil""~ pa.no-re.rna of the: . emnba.t: 

&.pJ?fJ~ inetantaneot.:?aly befo.re ..o~tr' oyea. The terrifying i\tlqllosion 

bad occ-ur.ved to tho $0~h of ·ns,. in the position p.reviomJ'ly oooupi,ed 

by the- rearguard .•. 

nA ship baa exploded,~ as.id everyo.n.e,~ 
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watolling hin. in t\®zetient., \-'.Jith t1Ueovei·ed head• pale i'a.-co, h'!..'l?"ning 

glance~ ener~t;,i,o 1D.ove~1ent hi ro:ma.i:ned at his pos~G giv:l:ug ordoro vrlth 

no hopi;: of trim1ir>..g victorJ nm:,,., $'1:i!eh ·tL hor1·ible diaas'i;e-r m.1Jat tako 

plEJ.oo iii ttl), order~ 1namwr II and the oo~nd&r v.re.~ the 01:w in a:nthority 

t'llioso d":'tty it; taa.n J'..,_o direct too horoiSF.- liia voice gave: ordere. to tl'le 

crm1 ill tha:t <M.:rmhat i,f hono1~ a.r>..d doath •. 

.i1.n offioor i:u eo~ o!' the fl.rat uroadeide cams, ''P to take 

ord&x-a 001d be.:fcre epea!ti.nj; foll dood at tho feot t:Ji' his chief'; another 

~rine z;1m>d at hi£ aide aleo foll badly v1o"'lldetl, a:nd rnru."te at laat 

,vns all uone on the quartei .. deok covered ,d.th dead or wo11nd.e<l t»n,. 

l~t. even ther, did he -t:;a1w. hiu e7ca frori1 tho English. ships and o,tr 

EU"tillwy.monJ and. th.a impos~ o.ppoaranco o:t the tJ:l.1tll"terdock o.r!d 

rot11ldl10-i1:se Tfhere his Monds e.nd e1i".;.-ord:ltl.e.tea were dyiur; did not 

dist1wb his noble heo.rt nor brot\lc hie, def.::emil:lDtiOZt to koep "'J'fi the 

fire imtil doatb .stopped hiL."1!. i'Jl t Roetl\lling tiw eal.Iuues.s and st.oieimn 

of f!'ran1;.'ds<lo Javier ttriarte.,, I bavo been able to ~~m1orstand q,.,-el'Zfhhir:.g 

the.t too heroio 00.1,tflinz .of' lone ngo have toltl ·na., P.:.t that ·bi."00 l did 

~.:st. ,tt1doracte.1ld. or l:rumr t1w 1r1ord nsttblinlity"'; h·-t as I 1mtched. the 

et:>l'i1;,,::ai;1der- of: 1.;i'1.e T:r inida.d11 I lmm-7 ·that in every ls.ngnage th.ere ·sbo11-ld 

ho a ooat,t;:if1!l na1,;e to 0:1::preso that llftgnif.icenoe of' &01,1. uld-oh sooood 

t(l r~ a €",i.i't fi"o-.:;1 Cod ~ly bost:CAwd ~ wretched nan.-. 

1i0auwhile. ~ g:ros:',.; ~rt of' the cannons had eensed firing, 1Jeca~ 

lw.11" ot the oon we-:re no longer in 'bed.-tle.- Fe1~oops ! WO'llldn•·t have 

n<r.;.1®d ·Gh.o eitna:l..ion if,, led by o~riosity., I had not w11t'1red £'ram 

tho eab1n es.id hoo.:rd a voieo ealling; me iii an Ul'n"'l·tl tom,, nc-o.bl•iel,. 

'boy. here 1~ 
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go into the vm.:her." 

l!~s bl?l said tlds* ho loadoo the cannon a.s 1~1rr1edly as posaible 

o.idoo by a. ee:bin ooy ,'ll10 was ul.~ r1USoothedJ they grasped ,th-0 ~~nin~: 

both 13!1:o'flted_.1 tt1r1rs I" J I nppr.oa.ohoo 'tt-te fnse1t and the earmon fired. 

G. po1.ui.; of honor. :?nrcie.l and o't;hcrs wore watol1.ins n.."eJ ! bn.d to oo 

worthy o:f their a:hi:;onti.J>U., 

·nAh,n r ,;aid to mysal.t pro,~, nii' ey little mi&tt'ess e.ould see 



J;);traial'G ~c;r:J:n5t.h tJU.s i'ail:Ul:g l',ill1.--. !ta brtJasthed h0~vil1; tho l,loo{l~ 

i~lwlr..g ht ~b\'lldanec frotJ. hi$ head. had gi~ct\";;ly wc,nlroned ltun.J ho alosT;icd 

his oyes,,, e:xtenood hi$ arms in coruplct0 e.1:11.0.1,stion.s £1.J.itl so.id,, ur can't 

do a:t1':f r!iOre i ,iba i~111pO'W'delo" 1~ goi:H::); ,t;o 'trt'J hea.:1.- crabr-1~1,. bring ;a.g) 

uo;me \ffl.te:t.'.,0 

I :ra.n ,t;o look for uafa,r1. w.1d wri.on l br'ctirrflt it t'O hi."n~ lte drank 

it, 03.gsrly. s.e~.noo to ta7ro ru:.,,1 nt..rutt,,.,~liJ lm W,¢:r:e goit11:~ ·to ~outin~to 

a. great expl~ttio1n 'le:Nt ,1s :r1o·cix,nless.. 'i'hn min ms't• brol~n 

me.1:rth.ole, c:-ea.shed 1,pon. ·the 11:ppo:.: deck nnd iioon aJ':'iior.:~tr 

oi1 herad . ., 11hich" a1tno,tgh it fr·ighte~d ~ at f·'irst., ,lid not p1mwn.t 

mo from w~movit;.g ·the sa!.lu ttnd TO'J..~S tlia.i; l1,<;"\t,l f'~llen 'l:tpon :me.. Th:G 

,Milor.s and .sol{lie1 .. s on deok ui"ere fighting ·2;i:l di:siode;.e Sl1eh. un er,:0-rn:t0ns 

HAGG of' tlse1~sa nat'erial, a.r4/1 now: 01lly 'the o.rtll.l~ry pf• t1i~ 1.~er 

broadsides kept v.p tho fl.rt,• ! f)."ood 1uysolf' ~.~ beat :t eoHld., lo-0:kod 

fo-r iJ:aroia.l ~nd could ns:rG fb1d.. t.il!l,.;, Aa :t $earehad <:Wei~ the <;p-rterdeok, 

I noticed •th.at th.es eomnatider WM> no longer there. BeTio'1,s:ly wo11ni:led 

a splint.er ia his he-cid .. he bn.d fallen li1?ale$s to tllCJ :f'lcoi."1 -aw 
w~dia.tol::, i:wo sa.iliJJ'.'$ elit);tll;} 111) t.o OOJ."l"'J to 'i:..1:w eabin. 1 ran ~ta,• 

v.~rd ·t.ht:m1 and a p:teoo of· shot wo1,t1de.d rnr.:, in ·~h.o .e11011:ldor.. I v.,-as ex• 

trerozly frii~hti:Awd rum was positi~ that 1 was '.lll!)tt.u.lly l'ff)t1»ded and 



oa.bin v.~ l al.moat f».:isited from 1.rms ,of blOJJ44'-

In '1ffi ~~r.seie~ss I kept hett.rhg the roar of· t..lio ~ 

on s.E!ietmd end third q~crdeek am th-en a voice say ft~i.o~ly,, ttn~a 

a.)" I i"h.e pike.st f.hc· axes •tt 
Attenvarda.,. the conf't'.t41<m was ao ~t I cotild not d:t$tb:tg1~ the 

h~ voice$ in $'1teh a s.e.va.ge din of no5.oe.., In ~ at~ ,vc.y. I 

reeligod,. wen in that &ta1io <i.lf 1:otharo:,-. that eve~ •a emuddend 

lost,, s.nd tl1at the o'ffi~r& \'ifffe gathsrod in, tho ~bin to ~o to a'l"""' 

re~'l'... I hea.ri::1 a. voiee on the npper deck tr c.:NJ. ,t;l~e it. •a not a or~) 

which ~e1'1., fl?he Trin1da.d does ·not. a,u-render.,"' WithG~ a. do~ it. wa$ 

the voice, of Me.rc!al .• it e.n,one r.U:, so.id s1;1oh a t~ 

I revlwd and .$\W· ~ •oter· eit.t.ing on ·Ot'la ot the oab!n ®fas with 

ltis fa.Q& m M.s 1:lsa!s., ln hia de<spair ho WU :D.Qt. eve-n oar.ms for hie 

Wll'U• 

I "nt ·ho h1a and ·the ,mll4ppy old ·Il1t).n had m better vtay Qt' exprou!ng 

his ~iet ·tl'$.n embracing me 1.n a. f'A'the:1"'ly VIAy ·as if WQ: both wer,e near 

doa.th. I thixlk: he a:~ 1~ •ii ~t dying frotl gFiflf'• tor bis WO!mii 

•a r~t at all $erlo1'Ss., I tt'1c.d to. c:1:1:mao:l.e bin .fmd tQ:lt\ him that if 

the battle 'hfldntt ~ won., ·1t vnu.m't bectu:• I didn~t kill enottgb. 

'.Bn~ismno::\ l:tith my littl.e ~. I add:Gd that Wt) W()l)\d be l'tlM'e: 

fru."t,·,na~ na'lrl.· ·tkie,. ..... elnld.ish v101"ds whieb did not soothe bia hett.vy 

healrt. 

tUwn ! w•td; ot'lta!do in seru"Oh of' wa'tQJr i'or ~ mster~ ! -rd t11e,ssei 

the lmnv.ring ,of the £lag,. wldeh WD:G a.till float.int; on tho lc'We'r Gtiil., 

o~ of the fGW rema.ins ot il"J1e. :na.st ... wad s~ lof~ ~ing ~ith the 



i~.Ol"k of the :mt.a~~"'Y.ft.. '?lat gl.or101lG pi~ ot noon. ~ tol'll 

into Q:Q;'tr-JltJ.ess slu-eda,. tho symbol or 9~ honor,. v1ldoh b.el4 t"Cntm·th 

her fol.43 eV&F;J .oomlJata.nt#. dnsconclod fro.In tho ma1; to l'ise tlO t10re. 

fl.10 ~- of ~1 cna .lmow· no. be~r e-1~1•1,. bf Jil""0''1'i de.foot w~ oor-01.o 

effort in th-0 ftte& of' .anporior forces.- tl!An tmw of a. b$.11ner lowe:>:ed 

a..a tho ~n is taett:bl&• Jt-vtt ,a:h the ~nt; ot #,"''>:rend.er the: st,n eJ:l.dea.. 

ita .eo~~:r~o and s:mk in th~ evem11g e;:kJ",. floodi~ ui,r tlAg with ita 

liu),t tly1t1g rayi the firil'l.g ~ise<i1); ancl tho English botu•1le<l tl10 ooi1que:red 

vaetJel. 



117 

CllAP.i:E'ft XII 

\vl10i1 tho tenoo oxnitcll.!Dnt of battle had passtid .Emd th0 si"'1'"irivorG 

hail ,;;1nw. ·co yield ·to grief and the eold terror }?l"od11oed by tl1e sight 

~f .s1Jeh awf'nl hc~voo, for the ftrst tinle wo filottially saw tlw o~~n.ncw 

o.:f th<1t ship in t1.ll its ho1~:i;,ibl@ rrajesty. ·~11 that ~h clii''T w .. inda 

had possessed only ooo tho2,g:ht._..,t1.t a.f dofenae,. bi,t whim the firing 

stopped tmo eonld. seo the water t"'ltehing in tlu"otrg;n tho thousand boles 

in the h11ll1 we raa.liz.ed tho ship was ainlrlng:4 tbree.tenhlg to b'tlry 

t'!& e.11. liVing e.nd ~. in th~ bottom of {ihe ~. The 1'1nglish had 

sCtU"~l.y boa:rded 1cvb<rn a ~mont; .cry arose !~ onr sailors,. "'To the 

p~tt· 

All at' ,,a v1ho were able· rt\n to the'>..;1 and vrorkeii fierool::n bl¥t. t.hoae 

.dof'eetiim m';\chh1es now dislodged eQ11..aidet*ably loss water tl1t.\i.1 vm.s 

en1Jering the sll.ip., S1!ddonllf e. oey"' even more terrible then the former 

one. filled lt.S ,n:th terror.. ! l~ve already se!d that tl1(1 wo'l-"!J;d.Cd had 

been earriod ·i:;o the lnS'b level,. sineo it se l1ol.m1 the lino ot flos.i2-

ag:;e and o'\'.r.t; of the ra:i.1go of bnUoto. The 1Na.ter 1van now re.pidly imrad ... , 

ing th.a~.; plaee1 ruid at:n:i:o sailors peer¢d thro11gh the ha.t.i:,hway sho,.-'tinb.

uThe wor~ed nre drowning .fl 

!lost of t:he 011eV1 l'lesitat(td# mru knffilin:g ~.r1:iather to eontin,'!Q bailing 

(ff:it the wa.t(!U" or i;o r;o to the a.s.sitttanoe .0£ tho.sf:> itn.to:rt.i:ma.to o.noc, I 

don t·t, knot¥' ,vhat w-0ct2ld have happened to them if the· mn f~ o.n. Jm~lish 

tlhip .bad not o~ to olJt' aid• TMJ .not only tranaported too wotlr.tded 

t;o. ·too third end ooeo11d docks bnt they also worked ·hhe pttnpe; v.:hilo 

their earpenter.s tried to t"ep9.ir aoroo of thiri d~ns to the hull. 
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to yield to th.Q indignity 'Of a. few tears_. a rsaa ~,~ttl&Y, o'ffl:. or res~ 

to hi.s eompo.rd.onfJ. 'flee~ i$ mt ~cooning in groat ~cten!J rathff' 

.it indi:C~l#ea ~~. fQrtile ~tn.i.on of :a son.sit!~ ref!~nt 4Ud. stre~ 

of e~ter.. 1'1JW a~r. be.vinz f"1£U.le4 hi$ dt.tty as a Ailol"1, cried 

lim a. nt:mt httb ~e«>ver:l.nt from h'b low apir:ite and ••kin& •~ mmatUJ 

~ which be co\1l.d ~ to the Ent;li:sbl®.n the p-ief that he had cattse4 

~ lw aaid• •JUt: :,o'f1• have pt'Obably tJMf"fered as mvoh u w~. TOT! hlWe 

p&rba.ps bad O<Jnei~hlei los8$:t;l.r1• 

~<Tu$,. e~·11y ~ble." anaw'er&d' the El'lgli•bP.ala Yi!th as mtteh 

angn1.slt u ~ of Don Alonao-,. "i:.ie mw loat the f~t of o~ ~· 

~. too b:ravest of the bre.ve• ,the heJ;"Oio., th& divine. the P.'bU.• 

Adm.u>s.l N-$lson. ff 

f~i'¥iJ. with as llt'tle f~ss &$ ti.t of ll\Y ~:r,. the £11~lish 

of'fioer d!a ~ try t.o hide his; bi:t·ter •orrowt· m cowNd his face with 

his l~<bi: a:nd openly wept w:l.t:lt sincere grio:f f'or his cbd.et,. protector~ 

am friend.-

liels~ ~llr ffl.ll~ in midst 1>f the ~le. as t later learned. 

by o. bul.tet \Vhieh pierced hia breast. .tmd lodged in hi.a dorsal a~jl 

said to Captain~. t•:rt is finished. At wt they have attained it.;• 

Bi• &f:,"11vf ~ llntil le.te eve:~1 lw lost mne of the. dstails of 

the battle~ nor did his military and. n&V$.l ~us.~ 'flatil the last,. 

fleeting (!'"'iwr or life faded in his w~~d 'bo(\y• Wracked by~ 

1*1Dc.1 he ~!' ~ dictating orders and 11-t:emng t,o report.a .of' both 

~J· am 'Wh.en he ffl\S told 'd.otm.-y was lua\l he ald.~ "~.d be ~. 

I have Mfilled rq d~·•* 
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.n.tlil. Dtm. f'!lltonio io:hadill&, ?'Je.rioo r,na.rd. rr1ie dead soldier.s £IYKl eail0:rs:,

lying in disorder i:;.u tlw broadsides. and de ,k. rea.ahed t.he total of' 1'oi~ 

htmdrad., 

l ,shull ~ f'or~et the :mom.Emt thett th.<>se ~ l'll'f.lY& h1"1"led ill.to 

tho ~ .at the .~ef' of thtt Englim1 oi'fiQer in co~ of ·the ship:.. fhQ 

sad ,co~~· ooo~d u.t da:wn of the went"Y-so~l, too hettr• v,:iron the 

~oro. ineNWJOO app!U'ently just to add to tho awe and llot'l"or ot the 

,go~ne. '?he bodies of the offioors vreTO· re'.!amn1Kl from. dew::. tho priest 

h;,rrledly rep$ated A ah.on. p~yer to avoid prolonging tho situotioa. 

and t!m eol,em a"Gt;. was L·1mediately rtrlder wny., 'Rf.rapped in tJ:wir &g 

with a. em:111onlall t:iod to their feet, the4 w.or{:l 11'!'.!r-lod into ·hhe seia.1 

ord~1ly ttde t:101,l,d haVii:1 prodnee,d sadness and couatornn.'ti.on in tt.ey

ono, b'l'."t otir m:tnds natl b00-om0 so :tn~'Ted to t';rauuiy tl!At we ~:ml."O little 

e.ffeetod 1;:v 0tho 1~nee -01' doo.t:11. T1io oboocr11es of ·the am arc ootldor 

than 'those 'fl-n land,: a hotly is r;!ven to the grt.1,:vo and tl1er-e it ~ins; 

i:ts lo-ved on()ia ~ ~lat thero is o.. plot or ee..rt!i where the ruiiaim 

reat., n..~ they Of:M1 r..a.rk i:h 'ii'fith a. gl"t\1.fOStone, a wo::Hi,. or .t\ roolc. 

B!!t in ·tho soo., ... '.t;h¢ oodi(ls are throttrn into that mvinr:; :bID~nsity 

an.tl one feels tho.t they eoos~ to t\l:X:int tl"l.e inst;a.n:t:; they f'&l.1:t 1.m!l.ghtai:;!on 

OQ.n nGt f ollari1 them on tht;,i1" j.o~noy to too bottomless a'by$S41 an.et 1t is 

~ible t-o think oi' their being in 01w po.rtio~11ru:-. i:;.10t. 1 tlmngllt 

.of ».ll ";;he:oo thingr5 w, I wa·bohed diSl\-pl:IQ&l" tho. bodies of' tlwrm :-otlOW'nOd 

ffll:tl"i01"'$.,. wl:to tlw day l:rafor~· woro tho .flg:;e:;r of ninllhoocl* tho glo,.1f of 

their nation. ~ th~ delight of their fur.:J.l:tes. 



1ftll:. 
~ 

the·~ -.tlora ~ ~ into the sea witch :tea• ceremony., 'lbs 

ardi~ ~ed that tllay be Wl"*PJ;IO-d in their ~c:tq but 6n that 

oo~il:1n tk&n .tma no t~ to tt,l:fiU. the onUna.nce,. some Qf tl1$ln are 

slu!01lded ae~itig w :rul0 ~· b1tt. the :ms.jority wel"t') tm"'.ilml intf:>. the aae. 

witbottt ·&l\Y clothing or ~,,onh&ll.a on their feet.. for the ~le ~ 

t~t thert\\ we.,re Mt, ent>''P for all of' them. The;y n1~Nd re~ h1~~ 

appr~iat~ly, m:id $.n orier to compl~ their b1iri.al lm)r.e q ... ,iokly5 <'J'O"eey 

man tl!! h~"d capable oi' doing $;') had to lffld a bat!d.. t.~ t• mrl' dis

ple$s"T& l mid to ot!'er nw e.id in t~h a Md d:~y., and :ao.- bodiea W'I>~ 

eas.t over'b,aani by ·i!W liand and otr.er mot'e vlgor:ot,a oms-

Then ~ happened v~h :ea1'8ed mo m1'-Ch fright. A hon"!J,ly 

dWi~ ({!1.VJS$ ~ pi.eked ~· by two Pilon, ,Qnd as they 11,~ 

him on h!gh., eome 4£' ~ b~ mad$ eoarae,. jokil:ig nl!llfir'ks:,- wh1eh · 

wo1,14 bAw b&ffi ~ on ffi\V oo~~&nd at that ~m;c., ~mc,ts,.., 

l @nt~ knO'I! 'W1V 'tll.e. body of that, ~Qrt'f'!r..ate na tho o-nly one thatt 

ca\18d them to lose tht,t,bt roiapeot fa ·the d~ b'Ub they ·wera $1.,Ylnif! 

nvar, oo bas pald. hte du«t&. Re will not ~. ,~ .~•'" and ether in,. 

digm.ties .(tf the· SAll1e type,., their worit1 angered me; but my indiption 

el:i&nged to a~e~ t!tnd o.n. inefimble t'Gel:ixl.f-..,•-•.& l!Wlgl.ing fig 

re•ot._, pain,, and t~, timr on obnerving the ~U:ate.d featnxros more 

closel:_(. I r.&co-gnited t.liw body as: "that ct: 1'i\Y ttnetle-... • I olottod m¥ 

'C""fE-tS in ten-or and didn't open t~ "1nti1 the< violent $flashing .t the 

wateJ" indioat$d t!ltlt ~ had disappeared t~er from h~ s!g_ht .• 

'rha-t ~ 11a'tii been V$'.ey ~ to me· and 'f1G"I!'/ er1"•l to ·Ms sisteri bttt 

he \'lraff my mar lt.inaimu,.. ne. W&$ ~ wrifhert s 'ht-other; tbe bleed. ruming 



th!\,t. paaaed b&f~ 'S:;J' esea• At the same t~ .I bad been abl{l!l to r.ecog• 

nizo 111 th$ bll)oqy ta~ of my 1~~l$ ~ .of the i'a.c!at ebn~e¥istiee 

of ll\Y' m~r., and tt!O ll'eSOmblaoo-0 inet'Be.sed llW' &motion. At that~ 

I did mt l'W~r that th13 an h&d been a ~t crL.~t I ~ r~ 
mot tbe W!'1,elt1 he ~d me h1 ~ ~PP1t ehil~.. I ast~e: yon,, $.nd 

l he.ve .no doi'll:tb in •&:ytng t:hi.i,, ttltho11glt it, mt17 •~ se1:r pN\tee,. that 

I ft11tfP.V• bi:lrn with &11 Uff ~. ;t\r.d llrtoo tli'~ thorighte to -C~,. pleading 

tbat ~ ~on all hie td.11$-. 

Ane~11 l leial'"M!d ~t he l1a.d oond1tctt;td hirime:U heroically in 

1:a:tt:leJ ~Jl't.bele:S&., be; as; ~ble -to Win th& 6;1upathf o-r li!B ~-~ 

·wtJ• j 1'1dging ldm to be th~ vil~at o.f mn,. l11Ml not eno woJ'd of: aff<i(l.tit>n 

Trinidad.,, but w.it-11 e.e little GttC.00$6. ae tlle ni[,bt before""' fl~ sit•-tim'l,. 

h~wr,, did not grmt' wor.se* ·• Il~ ~~s ~ ooe:n re~1~1, ~ltl it 

1m;3 bi:ll!eYed that.., if ~ 11-eathol~ calmed.• tll.Gy crotdd •w the h'llll 0£ 

tlw ve&Ml. The F1'1gl.ieh wre det-emimd i;o do so1 fm" t.ho-y wi1Jlmd to 

take it to ('libn\1:tar es .a. trophy,. t,ffl) ~$:4t ship that bad ever bee~ 

b'nilt., FOli' this rca.sO"...t they 'ffllrked -,o~l.y ._t ·-elte ~ n:tr;n.t and 
' . 



U.fte.u ·'{;osa~ hir!ll of ship as it '\ml~(~ n. 

i'.r'all. ltii,tl!lelif ,axld 1ili&t g.-oot ~0'$ o:i: \'l~, pro"!ll"ed the a,trong 

~cyli.d f~i£il trhen it t:i.ot de.eh into a tbocttsand p:ie~ecs 

¢tf.fec(l,t~ 'Of' t1~ pm·rcTf'1tl beating; o:f tho wa.1to$.. 'the-Te vret~e 

taa,monta wtien th.e tleta wosi-1.w bee®J.o o:alw.., tM:lll it 1~ &$ if t11ec ship 

was: g~ to sink f,or~i b11t vt.aws W()•tld ~e e.gail-:t '.'::i't.h the fitcy 

.c,.f a deep, 4'-'1llianehc.., tll.ild tlle m,rt;")c1.ty prm't ~Qrned v.rit:h ·•the Lion of 

eaatite WO:llld t"iae$ and az~in vre dared to· ha:pe, 01n, l:i:v~~ woi,1~ be sp~d~ 

a'l1'er-3 1.d.d$ ,ve saw iibi:pa ho:ro 1'!!.nd the~,; ~ o.f tl:~ ~re r:n.gll&h-, 

with ~"&.otioa1ly r~ d~t'eG:, teyi:ng to w~h the coast: uQ< ~ ref'·112;,f'l-. 

'¥7tJi ~l:J!l:o .$lil ~®10 Spanish.: ud i?:r~.n1e~h onEJs . ., so:tm ~maJa~d"' otht~rs being 

tUtved by s.@ID' o.n~If(y vos~l,. i::aro1e.l l"e-oogniz.e<l ~ o.f the,m .~· t'r,1,e: 

Ss.n ldelfons:1.9,., We new . .nae.ting in the wate1• a r.r:ea:t ~s o!' debris 

ooi:l spoils .• $Heh ,as topi1aflts,. lorJ'Ot" §1"aats, i,romn ltti~obe,$, l1a!a~U'l!'ffl.yliJ_.. 

:rr.ai;(;;,;~rdm ot· halcotuos, stei·n po:t:1;.$f aiw. lastl:y we OO,'tl'ff~l't ,eit"1t .of two 

sailors., clinn;il1.g to ti.. big pie'°e of wn-o,ls being <iarried 

f)..WJIJ/;/ i;;b.e W0.V~S, !lud WQtll,d h&V~, pori£d:4~Q. if ·l;h~ ];n~l.ieh l)a,d n.,ot 

:rt~n qnflekl.y to tlt.l)i~ ~id11 Tlwy \"leite ~ritl!d a~ the Trinid~d.. a.1'.d 

t:h.tia. thGy r~b't,r,:ned 't:O. tho 1~ of the l:1:ving.1'.*".oo a,t~rim::iee,,. mu.oh 

after i'~ling t:l~Anolwa in the arn:-.s &£ den:t'.h_. Ya\G ~qtti,mlenh to 'be:tng 

bo.rn a~in,. 

'.the. day po.sse,ci_. altermtir1i be~oil a..i~ and b.Ocpe,; a.t -m~m-:.mio~ 

it ;See,med fkbaol 11tel7 1:i.~.ce.~m.1.ry to b~ an J:iJ:)f;l.ish v&#fi:el in 0crd~r ·to: 

ae.ve, :0.•·1· 1.iWl!J tha 1110:z:t moment ?ta l:uld hope~ of lllftving o,,u.- Q!.'J".n boat •. 





laet .me to abandon tlw trini&l.d. This trt•ly ~d :.riDJ ffJr- the o~ 

~ of ptllitl~i-,.. whi.oh at firS.t mui ~ ~· $:0 ooldlt .snddonly as.a

l\~Od,j l t~,gp.t '°nlY of saving tJW' 'life. am I a~eided tl.11Jit re~ing 

on board ,e, aldp thflt •·,. sinking by tht> minute was oertain1y ru.1i.. oofit-· 

·tinr; a noble end . ., 

i?j'" fea:rs irevc not '\tufol'l'flded,* for hAli' ot· tl.--.e ox-evt "Wai t:©t -oft when 

ta lOJ&". rt'.lffibling of ~ a!!.4 al8J."I:! p,r-osc in onr ve-suel. 

"1/'le are go~ to siukL_.; .. ro: i;ho lA1'.lbahes., to tho ls,~1os f' Sho'!:~$a. 

$0~l9,, While t\11. ~. by the i:rtt1tinet 0,f seJ.f .... pre~er'Wlt!on,. ~ ,r-~ 

·.~ to tb~ ntillng; and ·soaking Tdt;h Jt1.tid ~ the rot~ 16'~:hea. 

t'Ve:ey task•~ a~nedJ the· weft~ were .r~en. ar.d ~ 0£ them 

who he.a. ·betm ~ied on deel~ ware rtJshing e.bQ.'11.t l"f.11.h ·$. eerlain dellri.ot!fl 

~&$,.. •$®ldllg a porthole tb.rQrrrJl wMeh thoy :might hurl the.rf.selv-$i 

in.to too .sea-. !hn>~&:h the ~tclmays ~ a piti~l tJft3' which still 

reeehoe• tn ~ brei~ eb!:llag the hlooo in • ,reins M« raising '!!ff 

tm!r. They~~ GO,J"Gama ef the w.o,;nded l~tt on the fir&t b~ 

:$!de wneiJ- .feeling themselvee seak'ed with the \'ffl:ter which was now .tn

vadlng that pla.oo,. ware plea.u~ for help etthcll' trom God. or man" ! 

kltl'.ffi' not. 

They be,t.:;:g;-ed in vain bf!ca~ everyone tho~ onlJ of his own sal• 

vation. All :~ci;1ed l1eaaloog te the 1.tt1~.e.1J, and thU eenft.JBton tn the 

aar~s of the night. hinde:md tho transfw. ont:, .one·~. inuifi'et"Cfflt 

in the. pr,e,SJJnce 0£ anon veat asngnr rftaim4 on the ~rde.r.)k: wi,'th

~''ft heetitng ~t •s gl'-1l~ on ~otwi him;; • WA$ preooetl'{)iced and en~ 

~ ir1 mt1ditat1on4 as 1f thOG.e planka on whi~h hU £eot nsted ~ ~ 



wing l~l"ed by th.@ 4m;"lE.m.~$ a'.bysa-. D.o was 1rv m!:11't1J1r. 

A~ I ran to 11'.hu nnd said,. ttsonor-,., -un are d~ngfft 

fif.)n: Al~tie-o did. nafi. ?:l;Oti.ee me• ar.A ! ~ill believe,, if ~ .. es~ 

• i-iS11t,. that intho~-it auan.donin.g. 1' .• 1-e ~:ttit1'1de, .ho ,i,t.~red word.a -ru:J 

f:GN19'- to tbs Gittmtion e.s tluu3e i n Oh 1: li<nt'f. lb.en ia: going t.o li'fl~~ 

when, I go 7,aek homci aft.w l,!tl'S, ~ de£0$it ff 

ttseuol':• the ship ie going to ;tinkf' I aho~tr.i:d o.i,i.in~ no long$r 

de-soribing the c!an.ger b~ pteedh"i.g with gesttire• ·tu:id 1l!ho'lt•• 

it, aster 1~ at the :Jee.,, at tht:i 1a,111ehea,. at tlla men -;1ho 8-md.at,.a• 

ly Ar~ bl:tl:dly wom leaping !ntc 'them.t ud :t a:earohed 'frith a~~ e:re• 
!to·.r: · f:<S.3.'oia:11 ttnd alled him -with all tht! ~h of r:q li1ng:s;."' Then I 

becmnG, wholly ·oblivio'l1s to ~~lrl.nG tlw.t 'lit&& happenings l i'~lt st1.;,i. 

~...od,. '!W.f ~yes ol.o'l1de-d over. tand l do;n:•u ·k:rwtt wbat ocer,rred-. ';f;he-n. I try 

to .~latei h$ I s:o:nid ~s0lf_. ! et\n only ro:eall memories as w~ :c.s 

tl',e ;a.ltt\dowe of e. d:i.··c.l'"sm. :f'ur- m·ih.ont a doHbt terror t~: tt.lke'n ~ all 

evn~ciotts.~u.. :tt aee-:::.ia that a :sd."lor approaohod Don. ~\1.0Mo whtm I 

•s talk.mt to him., aud that lw ~pod him in hit stt"'o.»g ~. l .felt 

liW-~,:lf ~& ~rled- arid •n i;q· liasy w.nd el(l:S;red a lit-J;le1 I f'j,i)illltl 

lt!jfsetf' 1n a l,ai:'tl<:lh;1 le~ning on thee l:::121,Mm of WJ nutor,. wh.o ws.a holdillg 

llW' bead b;Gt'f.~(;)11 his hand~ ,1:itJl e tutherly at't4et1on11; r~w el;i,tcbed 

tlw lwl.m ~t th-a r,td.d.e-rJ th.-e la.n.n~'h ~ fttl ,, of people+ 

I mi.$'0d nv, o~s ant.i :S&\¥ at fol'.\?" :or fi'V'Er ye.N.s aict.anoe at ·the right 

the blac:k o.1.dc o'f tho. 00&rby ship td.l'.tldne;1 ·hlu:o'flgh tlie poi-thole-a \~hem 

tho •ter hAd:. nr>'b ~t r~ehe<l,. there et>c,mo. a :te:eblt;; b:r1.ghtDe~ that 0£ 

a ~ ligbtt)d f.'tt niehtial-11 which viae still keeping -watch,, ,~ing 



,~tiringly tliia; .r~ins 0£ the, abe.ndoootl ~h1ptt; So:.w er1.ea roadhed it::,"" 

•n from t® portll1'.lles. TMW Wff the l»f)l;' ioa:ol'?llded whom it Md boe1l. 

i:mpo1s;:S1ble tc. aave,. a.ntl l'ln,o ~~ l.ylt1g w:1zpe:r.tded. ,owr the· ~h}."$S~ ,;nh:lle 

'th&t ~:t;-a.ol~ u.~,,,t poarm.,;'too thf;m. t"7 ga~e at ~oh &~1.er .enc ~r.im..

eatl;) with the'ir ~ the a.n~Jish c,f their h~s. 

l\r ~giw.t.ion t,J1:rned &g$.'!n to t~ 1~ior ,of' th$ boat;- tmly ~ 

:bmh ma~ of we.tw vtas no-eded to brenk ttw frail be;~ wbi~h atill 

l'lifJl.d it.. now th.once t1£'!£'ol"t~"?la~ oms m"1st r.-a'W vm.t.cbe4 t:he ritre· of t~ 

·vm.tor I rtbat ti~ m~1rrI; 11.f,ve ~jJ). in t1i$t tWlf"ttl ~t I: l\nd if' t~ 

~· thl)Se 'Who ~ £l.ee1ng 'in t:he la.~<lbt!t:e* if tbJ,,J ~d t!w ~ 

int; of tho o.t\,r&• n!"bh t<.rbat b1tt~n their -tro1'l-bl$d. ·#!O't'.!l& :n1'll:t ~ 

~ml ~if:.. te>o• is it cori~ that the ~. ~p-dG:il elc®~ 

~lr $0»l$ of every sil!l,. ~ that Goti1's e~s1on filled -$Vei"y nook 

of the m,ip in tl'?.O ~nt it sank ftn.'evcr. 

Tli.s: latclch moved ~)."• I kopt watol1int; tbn.t tl'Mpeiln~ h"'lkll 

al,tho'tlg11 I e,t1epect that 1t ns ttiy ff!l.nt&1iy ~nd not: ~ ~s tliat . .w 

tho~ m the darllnees of' the night: I ~11 tho~ght ! d:iatin

g,nimwd A ~.-t .~ deaooll(t f:rom. hettven tQ th.o s't'!?"f&.oe t)f tbs wa~re. 

lt 53 (!0,11'btlao. imginatioo prooneed bf nw $'m f~lffll!,;Si e.nd tho:11gbt$,.. 



OIIAFTER J:Il:t 

The Ja.11nches. 100ved awa.y •. ;,,,.:t;o ,rl:wnt Hot ~ 1~.e.roia..l htmsalf 

~1 wllei"i\I ,~ l'mre {!;Oill&;• The da.rknens was so geat t;t~t 1i1e l3ttt 

~igb.t of tho ptller V$sae.ls. ~ the lig:hta the allip Prince dis-

only m1ee,. 1:'.l!i::l all were qr'.fiot:., nn.d :moi;,b of ns f~d tt-f'l" $ad glt\ooes 

.o,n tho .s.itis -.11hei-e we s'l'}?pOSa(l tr.at 1>1:IJ:" ~~1.doned eompEW:.iooa :wero 

etruf;gl:big $et that Wt'Jt ixwtQ?it \'t':t.th d•'bh in f'rightfttl &ePn&'* 

17Ji.tb these nd thclri,grJt.s.. ::tn: ~cool,'.'W.\noe. i.i'i ·th t·1y ~ul:lton. ! Q(ttild 

not re.frs.in trwa r£iakinf.;. otht11" ref"leotiom 1'Nh:tch. I ~ght vrell vootnre 

to oo.ll philoS'ophie,., t"l:o~~one will 1a,igh. at ·t:l:u, idea of a foime~ 

3ear old ph.11~opher."' Ill:/t l •hall .not l)(;)' di:st~'l?'ood by la,iitghter-,. ru1d 

I shull have the darh~ to· descri.oo here 11!3' tw,1:1ghts at {~hat t~ .. 

Ghiltb'on,. hcH:>,, are aceul,l~ to think ~at thinf;tiJ; 14.nd on tli.at ~e ... 

-.sii:m11 be:tor~ tll!\.t npoe:t&cl'$~ wlmi; :tn!:ld €:1:ic~pt tliat o.£ ·e.n idiot 

eo,1ld rei;11<in ~bit 

well 1.l1en,. o,r,r l~1\1l,1e'1'1es t1~Te ,,ere Spa;nifi?'ds ar,.d liingli.eb ... 

n~· of' the fm'mO:r ~s t:;l"ea.teri it 1!ffl.S stra.:tig-0' to 

f'l>ienclly 1.11:ere with aaoh oth~r-,, t~ tht)y help$tl oooh 

ot'her~ htWJ they totf;l;.l}::,r disre~~ded the fact that on tho previo:t'B 

day. tlwry lirore killu1i ooeh o'l;.hor in the ~a~ tJf w:t::1.d bee.acts i-athor 

thti;ti .flf men. I 1.'.atehed the En.glishmen r-OW'lns W'l.:tb a.a, mua11 dGtend.nation 

aG oil!l" ~n.i :t observe-d in their far.es tl1e: ea.·1110 signs tel.""1"~1" ruid hope. 



·tffld :eepeoia~y diii I percoiw .in ·t;lwir ~~i<>llS that hleeootl senti"" 

ment of ktm!1ms$ .and ch&d.ty_. i;ha ~mtivo of all., 'fJli:b these tho\fghta,. 

l said to ~1£"' ttOb. e.., why•"& thelre ~•i iflhy ~tt those .100:a bG. 

frieJldG i~i :all a1t,1at:i.one of life as they &rG in ~- of ~? !}(Je1iJ 

n.ot this that I see pr~ o.ll ~ ~ k-o~?" 

BlJt ••dfml.y. th& Wea oi! natlonaU.'ty. the ~. of' ielamle: tll&t 

l had. :t"ol'med., CDt, abort these· refl~l'bn&• and thfm ! said. 'ttBfft new., 

all this. 1s the· re~,.t1t of the ialtmd.s tnW.tmg to take #11&y ~ piece 

~ J.a::m b-• the ~rs1 and do~leas tn them all ~o ~t be wry 

~ ma who ·&l'o the 1ltl4& that am tb.E,; ~ frg th-t1ir own perooml 

gaine"' either beoattae they a.tree ambit1oue ·~ wish to~. 1t# ~. 

oa~.CJ(') ~Y u,e ~dy and 'VlfU\'t, to be ~inh., Thea& bad :t.Jel:l are the ~ 

v,ilo de®ive the others-. all tlwse '"11f'ort'tt!:18.te onee: who go awfly to fight.; 

and :in ord@r t:nat thG d6eo1t df ·~~ ,comple:te11 t11oy lead them on. to hate 

other mtiona_. 'they a,Jtlf the tmeds of disoord . ., they :fox..-mt t:n:t•·rs., and ~re 

ls the re~t . ._, l :6...'ll}. s~re,,n .I Elddt.,d, "that tbia ·~ ~J. I*ll ~ 

A 4ottb1~ to- la$a ~ the.t within a, $hon 1;18 the Bill Of tt'te ~1')tt$ 

i&landa lri.11 b&~ ooiivi:neod t.hat they .a.re mld~ a ~ ·1'fl,\ffi.der by 

fi~m~ &"'• •rible ~. tU1d the dl.1" w111 ,come ·wnen they 'Wi.ll ~ 

~ eoo Gll)thflr and all ~ to £~ ®ly one big tamtly,l' 

Tht*G l ~. I \uwe. l.iwd amrollty ~- si.noe thie time and 

l h&ve n()>t U$11 tlltlt day iwr-1ve. 

~ la~h a4~ mth ~ 41f'fi.cnlty tb.ro1.1gn the sea. It mq 

ffiatel" ~,,td have permitted it• :t thiak tbat ~!al. WQUld have &\-teq,t-

~ . . / 
ed to thrOW ·tno ~.t-ish into th~ ~,. t"'fffl th& ~ ~rd Cad.!& or· -th9 



/ . 
«:rt .iB ·th~ san A'"t;·tstin/' $id !.IaNial.. 

0Th& Sar:t .Ang11et£-1 ha.a ;Sl'lnk,fl rcpli,$d Don Alonso ... 

Tho sn:nta Ai1A, ·,~ 11:2 ~.on :ar,tp,.. alao ·Jil:ad s:titf~red he-a:vir dah"B{tea,~ 

~lt11ot1gl1 ~ot a,,s .e_e;J'in,~~. fie tho&e of' the Snr..t:1sim i'lt"ini«ad; :a,;1il 1'lltlle 



eomUtion.., The Santa tma lived 1l years ~r '.l'~~1ger* and a.he< 1'10\tld 

l:'Ave lived e'V'-en longe?.:,. !vr s1w had not s11r.k in I~vana Bay :l.n 181.G far 

lack oi: np.\irs. nor &~inn on tbi,e ~casi¢n we: eJ.orto111s_. She was 

~r the ~4 of Lle-ut<mtutt Cienenl Al:aw,; tho o.f:f'i®r in ehar'ge 

o.f tJle -..mg~,. vlhich.1 when 1~he .--der ot the battle wa.s omnged,,, be

~ th$· rear&"~•· lfttW 'lfO'' knor1 that the co1,w.n ~ the. ·control (d'. 

Coll~ a<~ to ,a.ttaek the rearg'i1f~ while I!elson mwed against 

too ~. Tho ~ta Ana. AGG'i.&tod only by '~ French Foug~le~ had 

to ftght tho ~~yal Sovereign and f<,1,r ·othor Ene;lleh oneu, and in .spite 

of the im>q,H.al1t;y il'lf' e.t.re~ one side G,,fte:s-E>-d l\S ~ ~Ef';J tt& tho 

ot:h'1rt Collingwood' s $hip ·was the firm. to witbdre.w t;rom battle .• 4!!d 

oonssq~y he had to tra.naf.er-. to the i'rig#,:to J;u.rygaltts.- Acoording 

to those who wero pre.sent. tll.G r.onfl.:tct was bitter. .and tho two ~ 

r,,1 ves$ela. svl'lgf;lefl. 'With tlleh"· ~ tfJ~ .each other for a 

spaee of stx l101ws ~·r.ntil 1~ne ~. Ana bad to tr~nder with Geneml 

Ala-v& Vfo~'nded,, Com1.-n.der Ge.rdo~,1 wor'fflied1 fivo ot"f'i~ ·and n:Jt.nety• 

snen Md.lore dfflld, and one h\'llldl"'ed f1ft;y otb:ers WO'linded.... Af'tor sh& 

\'A$ ~~d by thf> E.ngl.1sh it ffllS impoH.lble to :imm her d~ to her 

ba4 ,eamJ.t10,n W1d the t-io'lt$ v-1h\d tbe..t N.ged on ·the· nidt, ,of the ~ 

:tirat:, t'b.tt$ when we· board,ed her. she. was in a crit.ieal~ b11t not de.G~te 

~tuau-.. arA she· '1/dU!. floating at the~ r4 the nw.s 1~ble to 

tan ·'tJ/D!J' d~io.n. 

I f:elt ·~ktl<m in ~mg that the faces of wery nan in the 

~ l'!~led the .ttreau of approaching deathJ they Wffe sad am gn.ve-

ly nsipd to tbs· pain of def.-t anli the 1t,~11atioP. of' being pri1omra. 



I pll'ticttkrl7 J).t)tieed that t!U) English of'tieers :1n oharge of the :tlhip 

ivere not ar.1 kind ttnd gentle a(,\ thooo wh1> took e0'1XIF.'m'ld at the '?rim.&id. 

<.m 1.;b.1$ ooutrar-y_. the e~s ~ tt..e· Santa llllf1 w~re "ilC1"Zf et'()a.n &tl4 

cti~@eablG ~tl~n. and they pea,tl,r v~d ot~ men 'b.Jr' their uan-· 

geration of ~ir ~ imptJ;~ce .and tht>lr ~immt ~ks at ~tJ'f!lr:f• 

thu1r:)• ?his edaple6oed the eapt~d or-ew a great det\t, es-p&oiallJ 

too -11:e~ ftnd r heard al~ lll;t,ttarin;:;s_ which wo10l.d not hl\ve been 

ftry soothing fot" tbs !ms;lubmen 1t t.hey had hm\rd them., 

J..a to tho ~ I do not WLtn'i.; to rolato the inoi®nts of that 

lligl1th1 ail~ •••if wanderitlg e.imle-4sly abo~, at t'.he me?cy of th&· 

waves uithout aail:s or lt'~er ·ctm. be <*lied saili»g. I do not wtsh,, than,, 

·to tmnay ~ rea~s 'Mrith the ;repetition of' deeds a~ witneem,d 

~ the irrinidt:\d~, and I Pft$S on to tell 7011 otMr entirely difterent 

tl1ings., wh!eh will a~se yo,, as mt~h e.s they did. s. 

I had l~ lfli' fondness £or 1ttalkint .abo~ on Tipper deck am q~er

deolf.. a1ld .so whim l i"~~ m-<Jsolf on board the Gant& Ant\,;. l took~ 

wlth Jtty :mastor in the ,ca.bin ~re I eo"'ld rest a Utt.lo ·and take aO!'BO 

i'ood., :tor'!~. untly in f.lBed of both,. Thora ware in th&t ~. 

neve.rthelose,, ~1::iy wor"11ds0d l1boID it was ncetulmlU'y' t.Q. ~ for~ and thb 

~ .althot:1f;b wry plea.sint to mo., did not allow mo the· ~ t'hSt 'Jilt. 

wary body ~tld.ed. l was ~ p1"btiug a bandage on Don A~•a 

arm,, whon I £e:1t ~a hand. on mu gfa:tttldel"l ! t~ed: ~"Ad and mt f40e, 

to ~ a tally~ man,, wrapped in .i\ long blue ,ea.po, ·and I did not 

reel)¢~ him at. ~. ~· loold.ng ·at him oloNly for e. £ev, aeeollde •. 

I 1,tt~ .an exclm.ation o2 aet~nt:. It ffllS yo'f.tng »on Rafael 

f"a!eapua,. ~ ~ 01!' tlW' Utt~ mietn•• 



~-omo fJi> it ni1?£J ·not be voey fct.vOX'a'blo 'OO us. At £i;rat I ~irio.~ 

Q. ~G&in j;(;}y on ~eoi~ a J?eraoo of nw aeq,~i~ 'fl.ho. llad left t'P1.cli 

·ti~ horrible coofl.ict nuhaa:·1.10di; an· ~t lat&l."• ~r:- the old .-~ 

that that X1W; aron~ _in roo av~~d 1n :1111 ~ li.k» a dUl.hd pain. 

wJdoh b¢g:lT.$ to ~'-'!J'e ~ •~m ,:u"tw ~- period of re·ltef., I c,;cn1£0:S$ 

tf.ith ~ t~t :t w~s sorr, to $'1,!i 111m. ai\tti ~ srit,nd,., I $ho.l'i ~:..;~ 

~ in llJ¥ bQhelf ~ this ro~ v..as, only a ~ Be~tion. fleet 

u. ti. fluh -ot li~,.- real mtii &trk. -that b~kened ~ s~t4; or 

bettor -1d.- it ms only a. light eieU.pao or tho light. of '1!!i oonsoionee• 

whi:eh ~..fflrily dimmed its r(4tU,tm,t b:l"ightnel®• 

Tho· vdell:oo s.14& of ~ ,e~(l.rr ~tcd to;i; .. <roly .an im:1tant,.. 

tl.nd in tmt u1~t l GtJppressed tt arid bid it in tlw depth$ of litf 

Uttle matre$s- s 'ffhs.t ~~t anxiety nhe wrGt bG end~1r:tns.1 My l"~ 

tUled mth kindneea, l woi,1d haw ~ to Vejer to aa.y to her,.. ttsoi&:rlta 

u~ yo,1.w ~~l ia -oo.fe a1-ld ao'llnflJ« 
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it t 

_ d e etings and diao tss d tho bsont 

.'t'\'lN-~lA:tion t,:irned to the battle1 m,- ster 
./ 

told :t had happe d on the Santis 

nobody BYlJ f-.or S°""re 'Wharo O :vine. ias. 

b& retreat to C,, i& ?" 

the 

:San Ildef"onso nd th Se.n 

Trinidad. and then aaid 1 

he fallen prisoner. or did 

terrifying fire ou 

11 a Fr<'lllCth 'V'esael,- nd th 

of tl nmny wa~ doubled , th the id of tho Dreo.dno1 ghb, th Thtttiderer 

· nd the Poliphom ,s,, and a.ft.er this all resistanoe s impossible.. Sin~ 

the Principe do Ast11rias d all her t okles c'?t• •s l'lithrrit sts e.nd 

pierced likce a sioVi · , nd o.s Ger..eral Gravina and hio jor gen ral Md 

ndo the coni'lict be¢ f!Be every reoist

lo • On bX"Okon piece of spe.r 

Gl'1\.V1.Il, hoisted t e;n. of retre t, and aeoompaniod by the San Jl o, 

the · 

withdr 
.,. 

to Cadu.. pa1nff>lly embarn.soed t his 

inability to cover the lldcfonao, which bas re i d in the r 

or the em:mnr 

"'1.'ell 100 w. t happem,d on tho po ueeno,. n said ster th very 

of th r et t t everyone sa s .it is tr, .. e. I &till hold to the beli 

that that divi1e m. t lives here." 



lespi ee.id thnt 11:nfortt'l'J.8.tel he h tne #ed the d th 0£ 

Ohnrr,,e... and he pr sed to 11 everything aoon. Several office 

closer s.o as not to ao syll bl-0. 

the timo we left °'di~._ id ·: le pina., G'b.•,rrnc had 

tho premonition or this t diS!\ceter .. 1.te hA.d expressed his di 

eo'lntod little on the intell-r;ence of 

eome trne., even that 

it. so pooiti-pe 

he of not obtaining vi,"'""'.-.-... On the nineteonth he said to his 

l bl.ow it 

,1P or sink it-.. This is the d•'ty of those :ho oe their King a. 

£ therlaxld.' That ry ~ he wrote to a fi-:iond of his and told h~ 

'If 1 find out that .,eayt. tr died' • 

"1 1mm': then by t ua e sa of his facet the re li d th 

oJto du ·ro, • I believe that this certainty and the 

impoG ibility of e.voidint; it, ltho' gh he felt it so strongly" pro

£0 mdly distnrbed his so l.- ea bl of gr t deeds a.e well s great 

a o. reli .,io··s n 'be.ea'' e ha was a "'Perior • At 

elev.on o• elock on the .morning of th twonty-£irst he ordered all the 

C rines to co · on dee • ., mde them bow on their knee and 

voice e.id to the e pl in., ' rform the d ,ties of yonr 

ministry,,. £at.her. e.n .i'orgi,ro those brave ones ho do not what 
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d1et, :f~lfil.ling h:l.a d"~• If anymw f"~ls in his d"",;f;y~ I flh.-tll have 

him ahot: 1zr~dia.wly-;; an..1 if he m1Q1ild e:.--.eape m:t gl&nee.s;;. or 'tboe of 

·"bh.e brav.c ·o.ff'icor.& wl'lO'.Jl :t haw ·b:hf.1 honor ,o.f CO?lltllMlding., .Ms remo~ 

will follow him, Q..nd nay it ttegm,le hi!:i f'c.r the rest ~ his days in 

n:r1ua ~ech, C.$. o1·oq1-t as $:.bnple, li~d the .fnlfilln'ent. 0£ 

mlite.r;r d~/ ta ~lifµO!t •end hro'!tgh.t ontht1sblam to ove~.o of the 

.. orffll ot thil 1let~~'m0. r1"hat. pitif-1:il valor l It all \~ lost like n 

t~t'l.J:'e whi-0h fa.lls into the S®>• Wh.on he ea1,~,t st~~ ot' '.bho r:.nglieh. 

·Ohi~r~ ~ ,d;.th '*ho gr.~tewt d1spletMr~,re that too £.irst z·i~~s '1'10:re 

t~ t~ ,e,~'ld ot Villano~, a.ml when he gav:e the sign tor all "the' 

i'$t""l'id :r:i;.rei.~Q/• . Im:10dia,tely he '°'llliCi·,~cd the ri.sl~· pltul o.f !:JclGO"..r, 
··--·----·--- ~--· -~--·.·=·"'· 

,1hieh. conS:iated i:p c·~ing o''!t" 1:1.no tbro':'lg)1 the ee1tter and reargtvd,. 
·.,. 

. •\·· 

tt'l'he ~"flccnn ecne to pottttion n.t the ~ems of tho litlG• 

1"1.r:i.nf; br(!!ra o'llt betwiWXt tho Stint& Am!; and the Royal S~ig.n;• and 

one by one all thu :s.lli:pa vre'l"e en .. .;.ar1n:,g too ecvlbat..« Five Etlglish :ab.1P8 

oi' C:ollin~1 s d.ivition a~ up1xuilite the San ~J. 1;1,r.;; ·two of tb6m 



O'TJ'." ahip11 

tho Amla.ZO:Wtrt 

ihe two b ta 

t .. 

1 upon a ao-.!'9lll~ 

1.ne,ree1a1.t~ in Ai 

di cting t 

d 

>l"O t 



~1.ll!M1ll;t 

qnar-tordook 

let1 vtith s 1~h flc;k..i;or:i:uy tltS.'t 

tho n1YJ}f~r pSt'rt. ,Jf' his 



~ ~ -~~.. The ~termtion l felt fflletl. 'i reeei,m4 in 

~ ~. the hsn .0,f tlm Ban .~ 41d not keep lUO· from nbs~rv~ +b$ 

terrible JJe&Ul.ta prod~ in the :m:lMa of' eveqo~ by th.At si&f()~. 

A slltdden mol"&l ~ pl)Yaiaal para~•l• ~ to bAn ~ the crew, 

tlle:y W!lr$ fnee.n .and, lipee<tlilea.- ·t.md ~ ~:r ~¥- tho l~ 0£ a,'d). 

G. dear man did ant even give ,va,y to~~ of the tllsg,aoe o~ 31~,. 

~~lf o:t tl!e creiv was ttead Ol" wo~itdl n:ioei; ,of' the ~. 4l,IJ!!o, 

m,-tedJ the nallitS ll exC(l;pt th9 .foreme.8t:,; had fat.lent L'Jffl the ~er 'W'1IA' 

:not ~.tom.ng* ·1n Gtteh a lamentable ieonditt.:011 he still wished to t17 

to to:U- tlle Pr~pe de Aa~iriae vAiiell bad. givtm tJm ai@i.· o£ ~ a 

bVb ti~ we~~. •riallw w~;t; was ~lil to hold hel" eoc{~se 

in ·W::W difta~· And .in. spiw t>'t t-ne r'ttm and bavoe at the vessel • 

. in aplw ot tine dinay of ull$ ~. in tJp1te of· ~vorable Ci~· 

~ plott.ing our destr1rot1on. :none of ti?$ au Eng,Ueh. $hips ~ · 

to at~ b~tng o~:1r veff.aet. ·~ tea-nil o~ l'hip enm afte,:, ~ 

~.her• 

•en\1ff"JIC4 in agonidng ecmlT't'.ltd.one Ol'd~d the fls.g w be nailed 

fa#J.t and tha't bio. veiael :U.'l)t be ~'lr~d \thile ho 11~.. The a~ 

l'I»nt., t1ntortirnato:ly,, «J~l4 he onl.7 of al'lorb. d~1~ ~,,.,, Ch't'fft't• 

wns dying. rapidly:; and all of ·na who were am..,:iatint him were &S't,oni-0hcA 

that; tt body in .fllt,Gb a c.oniUti<m still ~~vit<dJ hut the .stnl'lgth of his 

$pirit topthff with en ~aistible dete~tion tor life ~ him 

,Miff, beea''1SG £or him ::U.ving was a d~y ·m:1 t'.be.t o~ion. Re did not, 

~ain of bin :ant~ .. nor- did he regret his ~bing de&tllJ, 



r:e.1-:.!'Hn"• bis ry oar-ne:rt de ire • -thtlt tho o ru,t 

at hia eolld.itt t aha' ld l in hu d~ 

orew f their · rbio beho.vior., 

R"'tls de pod.aea» a.ft 

• ~ting 1a tho>t God, who 

eaJ.l oral t •• 

and the !'"Ol'ttt' of h roe • 

mtimal.t:D £or bin yo 

· his dq 11 

".I.A.llr.7- of' t 

1Dn of vi.ct 

. Wife 

int 

j~ 

lnt 

·1.ao w1 tho1't £Mt., to doe.th h 

~ and ad cl1aci.pline reli ioni ldier. 

• 1th a di ty in death ae in lit. did not 

Wn.t or ~ o any n. , loo~ t his body. atill 

M ~& J -

~a in 1'1':teP»1t; for b ftu .$tf in 

-. al t lo •• All Gpirit than i th, for on e>i be 

· t D dor i tb mi.oh he 1 ired a. 

,-.IJ.SJ"" tor i! · lt the 

mmrd oft id• • nneroa to tsV h Pl and 

for a ;hll the: .. disg1c,tea. and c~~ the honor ot t victory 

ti t. . ebip to eh 

. aay to · ich ot t 

r replied,, •T 11 o~ t J 

alone. • 

or .d kr:u»Jl 



:f'<1l' tl1H prog;1~ac acit:.noo (l!' 

ruTt.i:nged £or tht>,· cfb.soqoitls 'tQ 'be ~:ri0:i$ 01'/"t 

mmrime: at the s:ioo of ·!;}'.!;IJ a~sli~ Q.l\i~ 1.."t 

ro.l tht;d.r ®ts ooiiilt~od tlU,;)mtJel~ li~ ~ 1 G,f.w1iwro1":$ e;ontl0mei1. 

itiz~ 11'r1111lbQr ·~£· vt01:m.ed en bou..1 .. d, the J111a11. V$,$ ~ ccNat t~t tJ1ey 

t~fet'cred ,~~ -~o other abips of ~itieira 0cr capt;,:!red (!t!W~• fe.J.l to 

t<'fl lo-t toi clumg~, tn tlii~ oiJQ t'Ji.iieb hat! been t,he ;,,.»at $0Ve:WlJ' ~~~I 

~ ti~ t!~y ~ no l~~r able t:.o ·~ tll-e, ".lrird<lwl., thEJ lar{;f;!w ~ 

the tmst dO,StffibJ.e, of o\1r $bi:PB•0 

·h~Kise ~t:hedd'1ln tcti·,·, .. ,,,'!'w· Ms stm:"'J of wl:i:a.t he bad wttnerJ:00(111 t~e:eordirt(; 

'l-~.t\et~stnod tb~t O.U Htlf"/ m1ip there li;':/00.~"11! 

.;:;, !lliaaGtor,, ?Ilosoe1l Coi;t~ eat-iac-d ~t•,pi.dit:l o!' 01:10 r:anln 

al.:i!;h~~igh J: ,llt:~f:l ·t.heJtl, a. lit:t:.W, ehilil:;; l ~!OO~X>l" tla~ T 1;.ho'Jg!m., 

fooli.Sh iJ#:n ta not C".npnhle of' o<>mmitti!'1& in alliV 1ra,~ttl; of bi~ life 

blt~l"~ mt:i<>n& dii'e<,ted h~l'lidr'.oda tttlMJtr.;d i10n ~•:!!o 

at ·timafJ . .;rt 



xr1 
A ttr®t ~ o:f tl1e night W& spe~t h1 li.atan~; 'e;O tho s.teey of 

·.$0 el,)l"t e:ic:i:~od tl1at ! w-as u~J;)lo tx> go to sl•Jcep fQl'.· .Qc long ·bi.me 

til..f'tor:1~::a:~. :r C:'O'tld uot~ ba.niah frt'>:rn ~~ mrunt1l!rlJ the l.l':JS.jge q,f Ch~'lr:1w1ca 

! htvi boen. g;rently sttrp:ri:ae-d at tbe in:tunae m:i.dr.saa in 

c;.:r~t s~,$.\.n ,as if he :forotold his sad,. a-p;p:roaoltillg; 

death« ':i.'hf:lr.t nobl,e li:!'¢ .h(\d "be.en e~i11,~isht:ti t\.t rorty-£oiir Jretlr~ o~ 

ag;e:,, ~.f~r t'li1mmi-nme years of' honorable service in the at':li!W as A 

~'ise ~. au~ eoldi(;!r" ,n,nd aa a ®61.~t i~o:r Ch1~1~ "t,y-0.$ cve1~1'thl:ng"' 

besides n. 1Je1"ff!!et gentl-0~fl 

! thought o:t these eild otlier ·chin,ge e;rA vtrau f'imllly ~ uod;y guv~ 

1:0.71 to fati{l~.,, l tell S.$l~t:ip a.t ,ia-wn .of tho, tr«mty..-th:ird# ~, yCfr1:l;hf'l)l 

s.ho11l;d be ,expeeted to be long and lt'Qtttle~s $.!ld ~th.er agi:bta,t<:3tl by 'tlte 

drea.:ms nir;kh"lmres cox.~1Kx11 to ·t:he °'i'Eli'ii~eitemnt:. '3!' :rrtJl bmin« 1 

~ ti:tne: :r dl~~~ I w.o.s firierig the ~;Ut,s• 

t'al~'& a.11£1 G~6'1t' that J'. ·~·. r1o~g .along ·the 

spoci.rsra..ck$ anu I was evan ln eor~ of"' the 

"',b{}·"-""~· &n th.$ q,,arterdoek lil:ixJi ·an e;drr!ix-al.. I do no,t neEd to sa.;y"" that 

i11 tl!l\t, ~l'.!'&ing 001.1Wa:t oo:n~i:r.red w:i:b.hita r.i;, mn1 brain I whipped all the 

Enr;lisl1. I ctr,11ld fu>O"t mg 1~11.d.$ on ,;r-l'tl1; t¥n'S eas;e traln 1,r the11~ md~ 

ba4 t~en r,:f ~dbrJard ml't theb"- bt~llete of b~er-1.t:,lb:;},.. I 1iud 1,i~er 



l -c~nt o,,ts1de~. .M.ii I 1.m.a ah1~ ttJ '"l".i.dDt"sta.nd the e,tt~'!fttio:n. il'U.l: 

i'.l'en.ther had ~allrod eoi;;s,t.ha:t;;; m1 tlle \':."ind\~ ;iili<l,o I ntt\J oo:me llim.rie.11tl&d' 



el1.01,gh to dire.et ·that soeoo.;1 combat which snemed deet.ined to ae.l'Jd into 

obllvio.n the forrrie.r mieflort1r.nes of t110 Santa. ,Ana,. The officers en<:1:01~-

s~iooablo while ~~ s.oted a& gim.rds,. bo-lding at bay the EnglifJh \'ffl.o 

had ·'bee-n ,t1so.rmed and s11Z"1·0.1mde.d in the finti;. ooweemeck. ~ o:ffi~a 

of' thi.s ~tiom:.t who botorc 118.d ~n oiir ~r'f9.rditJW,, bad been c~ ~tQ 

priam:.ieri:• 

l l~atiQod eve:rythl.ns;;.. The horo1c cawnd<H."' of the Eanta. Am, 

Igna.e!a rt. de Ala,vo._. eeeing e. few l,ipanlsh V(lS.sel& a.pproe.eh which ht.\4 

aet ~ hom cactu with. tlie idea. r>f reoaper~ing the p.--130:ner voe3ela 

.and aavil'.tg the o.rew or the nearea't onos from drmr:uing.. with. patrio"'d.o 

~peeeh addresse;d his: ove~ovm. C-1"9W:.- They N$poiltled to the voice r.;f 

their chief td.th one .&~ effort:t tbo'iJ forced the Ensli..Gh who were 

in C'lGt-Ody of the ship to: S''lr'~(U:1.der· themselv-&&p they h;oisted age.in th& 

D-panish fla.g, ~d the Senta f.Jla ~ !'Tee,. although involved in a~ 

fit:ht, more da:ngon11,s perhc.ps than. the fir.st-. 

This ~Q:J) &l.1"ing,, one of tho 110St hooorablii> episodes of the 

~rru.• of: Trafl>.le,ar Vi&S. aeoonip,liahed in au ,~ater! ~ .. witho1tf:. 

t.'!'.!dder., with half of her l'J.ell dead 01" WQl~OOd» Wld tho l"'~t $n a. mm/'&l 

,fmd phf.si.ca.l s.itt..~'tion tt'uty ~bla.,., It we& nooe.aae.ry~ t:l'>-.at act, 

mxce una~n. ;~~ de:t1 it:s co:naeque~a, two Englleh $hi:ps., nl.$-o 

VeJ7 badly d~,. 1'm:re th'ing ~,r1 the so.nta. AmJ b'ttt fortunately she 

wa.& ~d by the- A.ab• the Mqm.a.~ ·and the Rs.'..{O., ~. !(}£ thos.o "Wb.Q. 

~ated with GJ"G.vina tho day of the twent3-£1.l"S't a.n4. ~ .come ~ 

~in to J"QfflJ~e the enpt;~.. Thoe noble inj~d: ~e entel"ed the 



·new e.nd de~te bat'f;le;; pe1tha.ps with 100ro ooi~ t~ the tirs1; 

bm.ttJ.1tSe ble1l~ -~ kindle m~ 1n the $0"-la r,:f ~tant.&,.. mu;t 

they OOmil: ~ figl\t with ~ ardor sinC'Q ~Y lmve las$ life i;o l~.-

AU the incidents of the terrible day of the ~~nty-first Nap.. 

peared ba:f':ot'e fff¥ eyes1 the o.nth"'l'Siasm was ~t. b1,t men were fEm' and 

for thla r,eaion it was neo&fl#N"Y tc0 :redoWvle tho- effort. tu iG fi:b·t!ng 

that si-ioh a heroic d~d ha.s oee':tpied 0:nly a short page in 0.1~ history 

while it is trt,e tlm in eompartaon ta: ·tiw great event that tod~y is 

lsr"'?\V't. by tlie ~10 of Battle of Tn:fnlg&;r., these epis~s fade a.nd alzao•t 

disappear· 'like feeble r,lea!!"~ ill e. terrlfyi:o.& night. 

ThGn ! ·~· a si.ght whieh madG me $hed t~s. l'. bad not tc~ my 

~ an.phen# and fe$.ril11; that htl mi;ht ~neoimter &coo d&lf~J',. I 

,rent d'OWm. tc the first broadtide, and :r .fot:tnd him e~ed in firing a 

~n. Kis tNmhl.ing band hM. aie~od tbe 11W3tQek fro.'11 the l~~ of 

a wottnded. -1lor. and with the WN.k vi&il)n ef his right ·eye the poor 

-old man •• aea~ for the nar'k to. eem ·tlw b,:r11et. Tr.hen 1*• gun 

£ir~d, he t~d. toward me tremnlo'ttB with joy and with a voioo I eotJld 

#Cflrcsly- t1tid.er&tand he· aid to m,.. ttAh s Now at.• will ni:tt. la."a:l!. at ni.e I 
. / 

ire shall entttr Ca.di: in tid1~~~ 

tn brief:,,, the fisb,t ended happily be~•~ tM English realized 

the im.t,."X>eibiUty of roco1rering the Santa .1.\.."'la. who-~ twrJ. at~ irrench 

vessels and a Mg&te· wl?ioh i\'.Crivttd 1n the tbieke~ o.t 1.ih.t;?i fight 

M.d~d~ be.s:ld,.ls the throe sh1pa in 'f"iffi'l• 
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/ 
£or the noed<;d to be towed to C di£ d•1e t:o the bad condition 

of hor hnll. The frigate 1 nces Them.fl pit-0 o ont a c ble and t "Tned 

he prow t-o the north b.,rt:; t ,.; oo"ld that boat hav'& t.rength eno gh to 

nl another e.s he :vy e.s 'the .. and ho re a ablo to help her• 

eel£ With only -th top s ils of tho fore st. The ships whioh hnd 

rescued 11-e 7iehod ·to oar:rJ their prmrotHl f, rthor •,.. .that is t 
~/ / 

the !onta.'W • · nd t.h S Franci co do Aais • .,.<md they forced sail to 

rec pt ·e al&O th San J 1 o.nd the Aml'1 which re manned by the 

English.. Wi m·~ left then a.lone with only th help of the fri t 

uhich s hauling ns,. ., •• a. bruzy lead· 

l1s i.f the En lieh by cha.nee recovered fr th ir great loss and. p'tr-

s1 ed "S with ro1·oea gain? Providence see d to favor 

'-S• for the ind,- favor bl to the direction we were taking,. was carry-· 

ing on frie,ate., nd the hip. "'feotio toly led be ind r, vm .. 

Five lea 1'os soparo.ted tto from the harbor. 

-·,hat in xpressible joyt Soon all 0111.~ sor1·ows w-o,,ld ctldJ so-on 

wo ,1d set o• r fe t 011 firm gro mtl. and althoHgh we carried the new~ 

of 

..,.,..,=Al ant"tish in the belief that tho.se nON return.in..., with lifo nd 

health rere lost fo-rever. 

The c.0·1rage oi' t. Spanish ships had vict.ory only in the reso 

of tho S:a.nta. AnA, o.nd tl y d to ithdraw witho'~ b ing bl to p 1reue 

the English ssel whioh h ld the san J~ n. th& ...-, ........ _ nd the 

fro o'"r desti• 
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nation when we saw them.withdraw. The sea wind had inereased5 and it 

vms the general opinion on boa.rd the Santa Ana that H' we delayed in 

arriving El.t port,, we were going to have a very bad time. New and more 

terrible diffiottl:ties,. Again hope was lost vlithin sight of the :t'i.Arbor. 

whon e. few paees more over the terrible deep wonld have plaoed ns in 

complete saf'ety v,ri thin the bay .. 

In addH;io:n to a.l.l theso things a very bad looking night vzas 

approachinga the sky., loadod with black cloi.tds~ seemed to hs.ve t1.'.rr'.bled 

drn:1n-:. upon the sea., and the bolts -of lightning which inflamed it at brief 

intervals gave a fearf',,l tint to the d.rtsk. The sea tncrea.sed in ex ... 

eH,o:r.i.ont with a fi1ry still unsatisfied with so grea:t a. victim and blns ... 

·tered in ang;er as its insatiable ferooity so1'gh.t a larger :nt'1ll.ber of 

spoils.. The shattered remains of ·the largest fleet th.at had ever 

challenged her ft'l:f.'y against that of' her eno1D.:y did not escape the anger 

of the elelllDnts, which., like an angry god o:f' antiquity, had no compG.S'!" 

sien e·v-en in the supreme honr, a.is cruel in the presence of fort11M 

as in tl1.0 £ace of disaf;ter. 

I saw expressions of protonnd sadness on the i'ace of my master 

e.s well as in that of General Ala"ITQ._, who; in spit:e of his wonnds~ was 

still on hand at every sitnation; he ordered signals to be gi"Ven to the 

frigate Them.is to increase her speed if possible.. Far from acceding to 

his jn:Jtifiable i:m.pa.tienoe. o"r tue;boat prepa1--otl to re.et' aud to lay in 

the sails so as to better resist, the f11riol;s wind. I experienced the 

g0:o.0ral sadnoas, and 'tho11ght to myself how easily destiny jokes at our 

bast laid plans., and with what rapie.H;y one p~se.s i'ro.m :the greatest 
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01' lttok to dire misfortune,. Iht.t there we were ttpon the sea,, the 

majestic emblem of ht,inan life. A little wind transforms it; the gentle 

v1&ve. lapping the boat with soft stroke . .,, chang-es into a liquid mountain• 

weather formsthe light ripples of the water.,, is then a voice that 

sinks down . ., .feeling tlle le.ck of etea.dineaa in her keel, then i~ thrown 

headlong by an oncoming wave to ris,e again.. A serene da.y brings a 

horrible night# or on the contrary. a moon which adorns the night and 

ea.l.m& the spirit is aoe,1ntomed -co precede a. terrible -sun. before whose 

clarity natnre is torn as"!lnder by its. powerful 'lpheaval-. 

tfe v1ere experiencing the misfo;rt,,ne of these alternatives and be

eide.s that which comes a.$ a r.esttlt oi 1-nan• s own works. After the combat 

we had sn.ft"ered a shipwreck; sa.ved from this• we were again engaged 

in a fig;ht,. with a fori.tt.nate ottbcome, and then when we were reaching; 
./ 

the end of 01.1r troubles, when joyfully we w-ere greeting Cadiz• wo _vmre 

again in the power of the storm which was dre.gging us away,, a.nxio'l1S to 

destroy t:ts. This series of misadventures seems a'bs,:trd,, doesn't it? It 

seerood the crl;tel mania of a divinity determined to ea.use every evil 

possible to miSg"-'ided hl11l'I!ansJ but no .... it was the logic of the sea 'tow 

gather w1 th the logic of war. Is he not an imbecile who is astonished 

at seeing the worst ca.:t:;a.strophes erea.t.ed by these two elements eombined? 

A new situation inoreased the sadnes.s of that e.f'ternoon for my 



I nppr~hed hi>-n and ;Qaw. ·l'l1at .he waa very qrfi~t. I qt1estiomd him... 

b'Y.; ha ~ ~ble to ~ m,.. N,e ,viihed to :tiSe, b'.:rt. b& fell back 

~ou are \~~~ .. 1' r ~o.1d, ttI ~la\11 oall tham. to care ff.Yr yo1.1,/'' 

"It i.s noth:l:ilg/' he ~"\1.tl. 6 Co-t:,1ld JOfc" brine; nw a little vmte-r?" 

Qtiiekly I ealled :ny ~i\GUtr• 

11tln11.t is the .mat"i;e:-1 t'ltCI 'YIO'\ll'lld in yo·l,:ir ha,nd'i" a.eked he., examining 

the yo1:Yth•.1 ~-

t,No~ it !$ ~el'OOthil.ig l1~~· replied '.\iaf&Ql sadly" G.nd be 2:10M.,oned 

to hi~ rigM, side ~r his. 'belt. 

Th~ as if the effa:rt; 11sGd. in sllO'Jdni; his wound .$M. bl ~ tho.so 
I 

few ;~ords ,mi-e too 1:!lnt::'!:1 f.or Ma Ytfial«m.ed oondi1d.on,. he elosed hi.s eye-a 

(t,rui thirJd.ng ·thei~o -..u no· 1."0medy for himself, did not. eve-n pay ~ 

atten:tion to his wonnd m14 moved a.w~'\" ·bf> a apo·t wbare hSs toot,tb,ts -a.»4 

minoo--nea $:topped him.- lif.l tb.onght, .he \1&& going to die~ and he re~aed 

fio lot o.nyon.e do a.cythinr; for Ium. Too et~~ said that altlm"t:€iil 

t,h('f wooni mtS e;rave. it did-not a.~ &ta.ti b~ he added it we d.idn"t 

reach Ca.db that ni~- so that he e.c:mld be ~ ,oomreniEmtly en land,, 

his lU'0ctt as wll wa t'.he, lives of the other wo»ndod,, w 1:ld bo ill uea.t-



Uie na.nta ~ llft4 had ntue~ewn doad and one hm.'ldrod forty 

'WOUJlded in th.0 e~· ot' tho ·t.TfemJ'••tiret; ti"le J"$,$Ol~S ·Of tho .in• 

ti~ bad '.been e.Jthll~~. and some indispensable mG(,Uo5.r1es we:11'~ 

l&cldng ~iii>l.•lY• The; mi.st~,~ of' 110.lespiria. v.m.s not the· onl.¥ 

t!cOO (',.fter the N-VGU1"0J God idS1wd that ar.atlwr pergoo. very dsar 

w oo .sho,1ld $Hff•r the samei £,,1~. tareia.l f4jU wo't'lndedt ~~ firJllt. 

him.I. and thi$ ooe Umit.fii himeelf' to the ,ta:-oome.n.t th.lid; the '1.'l{)'tffl 

wo1l1dn't be of Qny' importe.noc 1n o. :yoc~e; r.;1&.n of twen~fiv~; f'-;odi.°"" 

h~ (HaU~) WM1 W)m than aut,y • 

. ~o the' ship ~yo pa.a.sod on the port side fJ.nd withui 

~g dis~. Akva ordered: tha:c tl:ie Themiti t,e a.$1::ed ii' $le 
. / 

thought she: co1ild 9l'lter C'tldiii* ·and she answei-ed haok lo11dly .. '"'t~lrtl 

'bb.Mi. th& R .. o was futked,J a;nd ae ,sho ~ almo~t ttnb.an»d, she· ~red 

that ahe i~ to· r,eaoh pm a~trei,. l'hQn s~ of:f'ieers .ga~ 

and ~>ned t~t tney tran•fer to that •Mp Commander &u-doqiu, &eVeNly 

woTI1ld~d and ~ otlfflr offioe.i-~ 0if' land and sea.. wnong tlwm the sweet.. 

tt'au.$i'errod a.ls:*>,, d'110 to th& faot tst ~s advanced age t1.gf1,'Smted. hia 

.ooudition <:OO'fflidere.tJly,,, a.nd he assigned to me the taak of aocompanying 

. . , . 

o~ min'ttto "lbtil they ~e in Cadiz or Vejer in tho ~ o~ their familiea+ 

r p:romtK/d to ,oheJJ. btr,t I VJantod to p&:r$nwie m:, r.iastGr that ho too bovd 



wilie'n iv tlrn-oonoo .ii:1 'i1ho i'leot io profi~i::ilo.., a.1;J:i~;; l~f'o1•e r 

;:lo"" t\..q. I hO!)e,, ·i..el'l. taea tl1ttt ·~lie tr110i sailor is a elavo to 1"-dil co~tey, 

I k:t;l.\)I.V t:he.t cl10 z111l 1Je :f'i1.rioHS, 1-sr~n: l r~t1irx1,j sirJ.c<, via hevcnt t 11on,. 

oho 1..:rlll se.y ·this :i::;4id t:H\1:rtYhtu.ng, $l.se ....... 1: 11ill orazy,.,..,bt_re ... "I 'ilV!l.l 





los't. his ~on,, ant.l e,G I aaw him p:tD.'.)~,. ! ~li.zed the wc.t\1.n-.i.e$s cf hie• 

spirit which he i~ vainly f.'Qroed to overooma: 1'.ls adV&J'loorl age., :snd now., 

tWt\ble to ·s11ir~in the co:r.i.fli.:O"tt- ht& ,vas oooldng Ood £or rdd. !Jo~ F~i.-. 

\10.$ right.. l.'<;r ;~ years ~ mat.er htlrl been good.-fo~mthing ~pt to ~-
Ae<»riint to tho agreement,. "WO tt'ans.fe~ F:a.i'aol a~A tfs.reiaJ., 

as cwell as t.:M o~ wo1'.!f.ldod .offiee:ra, ,vore lowered imo the ~. of 

rol:>uti,t :sailors: to ore of the l,a1~!1eet, with a,;:reti.t di:f'£ic-1Jl1t1• The 

p-erf'-r1l \:r&'Vt'iS hindered this ·o~ion a ~t d$alt b'~ finally it 

_. eQiU.plet.e-d., and bo·t;h. l~itrtoheG $~ tomlrd. the FW,i();• Th.e cross.mg 

fl"oal one ship to the ~tbo:t ws wry badJ b'!lt £iJ1~.'1ly. P-ltho:lfh there 

we-re :moments 'lifhen it $tm~d 1ho. me thc.t t,he boat was gob!g t~ diea.ppov 

tor-ever• a:b last it r.c.aehed thCJ side or the< ~o. a.r.id With V(Jr;,r m"'1.0h 

l.abor 1;e scaled ·Mw laddel"., 



'!?till 

into 

$0.:;fB that :she f,r11l er:rtcr Cild:tz bofdrt'l "t1.ld11.ights 

tr;i l l not e11tsl' • 11 

0:ay1 LYa1"c.inl.»· 't:l:i.a:l. we v,.,..lll not r-tlt&oh tl1eJ•e?1 ' ! asked 

n'.lw.d yoi1 cfo. ooh lmm111 littlo aaroino" tlta·l:; tho-ac sef'rors ·the 

Sfte;i .. n ~e ;r;1ore easily mlital;:erJ: ·than ti~ sa.ilo::-s of' tllo 'llp}i@J' deek. 

'that is11•t S(');., 'take ih:r e:itnmple 't.ho commander of ·the 

L}J;., Oornetai Uly dovil carry anCi.y. lfo,,, yon se(;l 

·tho sligiiteat idea hO\v 'bo emntiand o. fl(:;et.. Do ;y'Ou 

168 
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if 

left 



Lat,o:r he e1tplai:netl the n1ot-ive tor bis pr:eaenoo on 'board the Raytl 

in th!$ ~msr.t tton th'e 'night Q.f the· tw~nt7-:f'il"st we learned in (!adJ,g 

th.a pr1sm.aer$., I d.<1eid~ to ~ttl~ all rrq ao,Jbts and ~ked on one 

o_f th~::n.. I exple.1:n.f/.!d, ~· int';eti.t1~n t{') i1o1~ ~..nd 4\ftO,tvitlrds. to the 

!:ia,Jo:r (}fi!n~l of' the fioot;.,, tny ~ld friend 1'/!i,eano,. a.'11d with SQ,r~ he:;,ita-
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! '~J-&tood that t1,~1ng the whole dl.:;r they had ll<,en h:t~y ent~ined 

by tbe ;trams of that .tine gelt~~ who 001tld lWt reatrain bi$: J.o0l$ 

i:c:n<(}'l\ not ~n '1mier mot.rt ~ritioal and po.i~Jl eiro1'!m&~ .. 

!he s',~on GG.id that it wa.tl nt:icees17 to· keep the wo~d ~ 

q~et and not t.o co:rry ® any aon~sation in hifJ presence• e~ia.lly 

if it C~'.1~ tho disaster that bad OCCf'l:Tedt 

Don J~· ~~ ·hom'd this ad:rlce_., 01:;t. on the oontrery he smr t'il 

ttl arottGe th& aidt tuan*e spirit and Gdded~ *'!n the ioffllo war., t';& 

aera11a1J wo'ttnded •n. (and :t W&1 . ® sevel"lll 't~.) ~,ed. tM .$1)1• 

dier4 to. danc$ a.nd play th£t g"t?:i.tar ill the .int~ry. -.oo I tij,1. poeitin 

tlda t~tmimt oU'l"e4 llll sOOMr tbfm all the pla&to:.~a and med.ieiooa."· 

-~~ in the nra of the French Re,ut,l1e..,'" s~ an Andal"Jsian ot.fi:0$1" 

who id.shod to, ~e Jon, Maria. "it ~ decr-i;;~d that the~ be a complete 

~i:ng '1nit Gd an opera com.pany., and tho do~or,$ end phanaaeiats were 

diapenaod with. to~ With a ®"'Ple- of w-1&.s -e.nd two ft!etzen capers e~ 

~A- • . "" 'I ~ t-. Jll:l\¥: ~ 'l;,I;N.y. l'fllp ~ ...... 

tt1e1,. 01:a-t; that ball happened ®lr tm.e t.ke., al\d !t is mt likely 

w ha.ppen_.apin. le it probe.NA that th&re will ht\ppen a.ga.in « lfflr· 

l1hl 'hllat of no~ll.on. the bloodie$t., the ~ ~ll~.. tlte ~ 

r~gio tba.t has.· ocm~ td.nae Epami~as? s·~ty ~ !'oi- in 

u~ ... ri; \m11" ~,..,1..,,.,. was. e~~'j,t'lA.1"'!:,: and ! ~ _a,,... t-- .v f,",.-. l 
·~. ·--.,.~ ,ill,WCJIIOV~Y. ,., ........ .,, . ' _.., ....... ~.y ·~ ··-



'ffi'ho#e S;.Jre oh.ildr()n•E; pl.a':)rt~h.:l:1lge. !1~gi:ne the d~~tr,retion these 

t~ h1tridred inil.l:bootel" g_'l1na iroultl do firing on tho en~ f:lot:it.fl 



eqlain it i.o. yon 11::leo.a r~o yT1'' r.rz)11ld :not 1muerstt\'t:td xoo . .rr 

At thi.a point in hi,'lc chatter• Dt;:n Jose lie.:tt~ tool~ s.1':!Ch e. titrtilile 
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.nother of th& of'fic.ers t y., nd ol:lly o s left who h d to 

ep 'the conversation going. 

"v t ,.ttistendinesa1 " t old n oont"in11ed., '*It looks as if' & 

a oine; to be dashed a.., inst the eo s-.... rery 0011. sa~d, 

I "J!Ottld t :t; h'lg bnlk of , invention y an or • •• • do 

yo not g :-e s it1 By me ~ of . t-01." st • Fo:r t: is tr: nge chino 

wo11ld e b 1tilt, in hich the te c l\lPl. sed and expanded lter t ly 

within two cylinder.a l o'llld pl oe eo wheels in motion •• • then • -" 

Th off oer did t i h to hoar ore. and althotgh h hold no 

position on .,::;he oat and belonged to no e-ervice crew a he was one 

or the l"ecc1•od.,. he I nt to · id his c mradeo :ho were :ther bnsy with 

tl!.e wind. lospinn left: alo with • And then I tho11ght he 

wonld keep g,niet d"t•e to the :fact that he wo ld j1Tdgo ma poor per-son 

at oonversati ortnnately. he took me for than l 

:rtb. and ha .tarted talking to in t following tenruu "Yon 

:ell nndersta.nd hat I don•t yo'Q? Seven tbo,•S&nd t.o ,. ate 

trio whoels ... woll t1 

"Yes, sir• I undors:tand pei":l'eotl • ft t l ld 

keep q 2it;rt,. f'G.r I m.s in no, mood to listen to hi J and the violent 

vibrations o:r tho botA.t, mrnings or gro t r "er. 1en not 

too. disc,ssion o ncerning the lt tion of e ship-. 

I see that yo ,ind.erstand me $.l1rl o.r impress d with 1!13 ~ nvonti.ona, 11 

c.ontin' ' Tow on ill er.st d tl t the boet or iDl.\gina.tion 

1.0,ild • .... v-ir:cible in atta.ekillg 11 s defendin It a.lone 

pra bly o ld hav defeated the thirty English • th !'"our er 

five shota • n 



b.o 



.~hblg he~ and t~ w1:hh&~ ~g anJ' -.ttent1on to the W!ntiJ thq 

fGQ wb~ver they wish with a ~h of tiw1r ,el'$rf .~sa th$y ~ 

splln~ 11:t the opponent ~l.$,,, end td:th a ~· fJf ·~ -~ .... 

~ ~ •• ~hb:tg is. Oll'el'· in a ~tte.:r ~£ an h&~.,• 
l did m.Jt. w:1-l'h ·to. make objeotlon8 t;,ec,a,-, -the :14e that: Wf;J ~ 

r~ a ~ dan~r prevented tn;.{ :m1m b&com.iq; oc~ with ~)me 

~ to ~· ~».l ones m a~ a eritloal. s1:bttatSJm. I didn.tt think 

~ ~· :ai.w~ the dt-aad"4 imttgt~ sbip ~U. t:htJ.-ty ~rs Ja<be:,, l 

~d abo~ the a.pplieatton •f ·~ to ntlW:igatl®-. ~ &till ~. 

~ at too end of' t-he halt~~ t Bffll 1n our glorl°'~ tr~ 

tf~ci~ ~ f'ini~ 1re&lia!t:io;a. of the· wiertl ~ ot: th$ "fl"IU'a1Rf¢ 

tm: .. 
.,,. .,, 

Roll'~~~ later I thttught e.bot,t Joao ~~•id. •:rt 

~-~· tM'b ·tho ~~®e ~vet bJ & ~ ~ or 11~., 

~ ~~ ~ttfffl wit.h i;b& ~lng of ts.me.• 
flinee X obs~ th.le ctli.ncidenoe,., l do ~ ~ ~l~ly 

.eaw t)t,9p1& •. &lll.i ~17 lJ.ar- SMmll to • a an of genl•• 

I left Joei &rSA to see what •• ~pening,; &ll4 ·&$ soon t1$ I 

p'ftb nw t$$t o~. -of' the cab~ I 1~d\ the OO$pi'omiidng j,ltt1at1mt 

in 1fh!Gli the Rayo, f~'1llt her$Qlf., Th& B& ·wind no-t only prevented 

heJ1 $1t~ intiO Cadiz.- bnt i~ v.- l.'fffld:iftg her t~ 'the coast. wl!ere 

she wo-1~U I/lit~ r~ a~o'CJld ,and ahe.tt.er- her-self to piecm.t aga~ 

the f'OOb.- ~V&J!'' bad. the fa.to of thiJ Santa .Ima. wni® W- l~ ~i;)ntm 

might t-e:, it could not ~ .~ ~'1 'the.n o~ . .., :t .eagE.»tly wa~ tmJ 

taeee o!' the of'fiee:rs aw sailoi-a 'to iltOo it' l cJJtild find ~thtng t,o, 



indicate hope,/ bttt. ~ort'w43;tely for ~l) i11- n.U I ~t ~l@m of dt:ui;.pair .•. 

J: <Jonr:r.~1ted the $k¥ aud ! oo.w it. ~~illy :t:te;lyJ. X o~~l t:tID $24. ·and 

·r fot11ntl :1:t ver;1 1""1,rio11$:; the only ;tbinf;;; 1»sc.eible wa:s -~ t,ii"tt t:0 e-od.,. 

an.ti : :<; 'r'.'t\6 $.Q lit·b.le fnvo1~t;ile to. ~1$ t:rinoo tlw 11~'l'JO:.nt1-fi:rs-t. I 

i:li0 F.i.ayo was 1•1Jnri,i~ im.m:1·d ·t.ho iiol"th... Aecording to. the indicmi;i·01l:8· 

tl.w .nailor1 wh.mn l tm.d approaehed W'el'e :tlllldn;g;:., we wa1"& pas,S;fa1g .opposite 

ti~ ~"lk o:r :i;~rajotes., tlw ~)le of' Imto- Aftlera., qf ~ PolA.- oppo:ait& 

'Jtorr-egorda.. e.nd lastly in ff"(Jpt of' Cadiz castle. !n ·~ i'te're -Oan"i.$d 

out all the operatl.cma. neocss~ to ·tl1tn the prow~ the i11aido ot 

tho ~. '1'110 old sbip11 like f;\, f'ri£htenoo hOl"mr vei"t1sc:11 to oooy; ·the 

wind a.nd the see.,11, ~ Witll: ~t.~,s f'i"!f:1, were ba.11lmg her abont 

.fro,.1 .so.~h to ll6\1"th,- wi·tho1l't mt~ical s.G:lo'lle~ being able: to r?l"01te::-;; it.,. 

fie did not d-0lay m f}'linf; be-ytmd tho ~- :::0-00,. fu:atf:li C-nmor t 

Pl,1nta. of ~.s Re;ln., ~d Cldpiona ft!~ Goon we:ll te o~ rlght., T'lwre. 

~ .no dt.,Ub:{; tl~t tho Rayo 'We.S g-o1ng $.traigb.t'Fmy 't;<) dash J~s~0lf' to 

pieee:s inevi.1:;ably ~ the ~rth i)f th$ 011a&:t.l,qui1rir. ! d:nn•t ~ad te 

ce.;-r tJ1n:t t.ho $8.il.G bDA: ooen l~red, and: as. 11che ~o,1roo ffl1$ 1:1ot 

a-&10,.,gh O.ft.\inst so str0:ur, a eitol""...ft• tho to~tft vMre im'IG~Gd also, 

fisJAll,y it \120.$ oonglder0il .1100.esoory to t~ko dGWn too mat.a to 10ep 

the ship fr<m1 tearing ·to slwech,. b&nen.tl1i the ffl.tVO·s,. In ,&~t stonne 

a vessel ~s to r.zake horaolf sm.111 ebo wishcts to be ehanr,;e.d fl."om 

-a lofty ·®k to a h.titrlll;ilo m>e~ and as her :l'il&Sts canm>t folil 'll like 

tho ~litffl of n troe,.1 one :Gee:a tho pt\infi!jl ~$asi"cy Q.f 0 1 tl:;tit1g tbam 

off twd l»intZ, without limb& ·to save h&r life-. 



mic~et. ~ d.~ ishe ·~ abando~,, .~ .. tht.\' 01111 hope lay in 'b&ing - ' 

~le to ta.llOh~ ~ t110; ~ .. for which action th.G a~i-e wo~ p:n-, 

~~(1 ·rmd tho, ~1~ •mt.-o~.. She tmd ~ tibou ·to, be-g tn:r 94« 

fiom tl~ ~ coaGt# and a$ we ~1:r di~g,1uhcm ~ bonfire• 

on the ~,if lffl. te:).t: ~ by ~. belief' the.t sommte wevld g:lve 

·• help,. ~ W,$~ o.t the ~mon thilt ~· S~•h ~· Engli4h veaffl 

bad •~ ~~ thcl't> am that ~e .t~_. • a-. were 11Gh,ted by t:oo 

Gh~sc'.k:$4 e,rew., ~ ai:1~ 1nerea.1$d Wit:h t..~· .m5:n,~$. am i'h 1e 

Rr.f d~y. to aay tbil."t I bcl117ved. l Y£l£, Gpjiro&chi..~ A ~o- end.. 

I -. ,1l~hl~ to pay s:ttentlon to vAJA.t was b&ppo~ oo ~ ~ 

in ntl $1\\0'ti~l d~'Js& x ec>."!'4:ld think only or death which I j,~cd 

t~i-~le:.. !t th& boe.t was \'ll'O@l:red,,. who eo11ld cl~r tho epace of: 

water sepru.-at!ni h1- trora l~? fhe ~ tlWt'ibU ~ tor a s~ 

is that in whte'h t.b&. ewe ,evolve e.~buit tlte .~ aDd it loake 

,-a it they &3e 41~g it ont hi o~ to carry tl"&g,me1*s of ·th.$ 

'beaCh w.• th$> ~f:o~ de~·., fl}& fore .o.£ the ~ $8 it .~eed 

and ttw v!ol~ With which it ~ ~k T~re ac ~t that. no 

ht.Utt f'oJ:co t,ottld on~· thftl., 

Firl&lly'* ctter ~al ~a ef m~~l .ug."'ish the keel 'ho~hed 

en a ~ bank atJ.d at~., I~t' e;~. htoJll and the ~s of nor 

-.at: and #p.lU'.a trembled for ,tui i~. It ·•~ that t:h.fi'4J inteml-. 

mt w. ~mae th$ &b~le pla:Of>d in their path; bnt tlt..e latter •• 

~h~r4; ~. the ~tel. 1~:tng fit"St ,to,. ml'e .side ~ thfm to the. 

other,, sank her stem beneath ·the· ate:ro end. ntf;;er a b~ng 



c~a~ l".enlllined tllO"t;.i<uiles~ .• 'i 

l~~hi.:ng_ ~. OW!"* S:-tld ntYt :it t'W.a pGiilSibill to th:ink "!)my Ci£ 

m1ala lif~e cti~:QG.air~; s;pae'e of' Iii~ that $apM~a:i.otl ·us &om 

~oas.t... '1'hi$ .a-a.ecr,l!'tl:rl a.1,.no$'1, ~o~aible to hi the .~r-.£&fts 1m hai 

wel'."e oo~:a tllat t:be;y w-0t1ld ~nd t,a be'lp h'-0m 

w~a u recently cGhi~9ttked OrEll'it' vms biv-

1u-1.d .fi. fow of' the war· -sl®pa ·v;1:.tt3~ aa.l.ly vhfll ~~. 

'l'bl:ilt 11ttyo firGd new alU?1t$.1. Mi vra a~Mtei'.l. l~lp wil,b 'bae z~~t-(;),s:t ~ 

~tio-ooe,.. fol' if it d~ nttt. '-e• fioo~ vie "I;rf>'i1J.d •ll 1•ia11 Vi!th the 

ship• thiS; t1flfo-:rt1~te ~r1p;ple1 ,1'1'1.oso oottoID had. oo~n tort1: open oll 

rc~-~rolr:~. ~ 1md~ ~m.a threat~~ v1ith '00mg dashed to pie.cee by l1er 

·~ ,eonV'ltl~lo111SJ ·tlie, n»nwtJ:'., 1;,'Qln).d not be far ~y r:h.e.n tl'U1 mile 

i'.v,0m some .)f ~r i'~lli vJo't:lld bC!.QGrOO 4:isjourhod# e.nd ·we w1~10 be B"t 

tlte 100:re";t or tl1~ 1'i?Ava.s. inth allly tb~ help tlU'tt tlie so~ttcr,;:id debris 

of th.a slli.p {;}(:>nld, g:tw ,ia., 

1£h-ase 0;11 lfit.r,id ..:roi~ld not help 1;,a, i,,~ G-od wi..$lied 'ti1At ~ .sloop 

Ol'.!t to ooa £:rom Gilip:l.01'!£\ shonld h~ the oo:~i ~s 

it a:pproaoh~d t'IS fi><mi. the :su"mi,. Jmepint; s:'r.. a good 

ks aoo-n e.s ·w~ ~ itr.i: gweat ooim~ail,, W€! fG.lt that vJG 

WOJ;"e: SE~we4~ ooti3C1~1a:desl' tlw, PJ\yo ard-ei'*et:l that the tral1e:fG1" 

L,o :11noo witholtli.. r:eckle1.;:JJ:Uefls lr,. tlr:i:eh ~gero11s m.~nt~ .•. 

Wner.1. I .nm, 'bbat: •a.. tl~f'er WfMl bei11ig; di&O'"~Qooji lttfl fi~at U'.rten ... 



~i•fl his 'W,t:Q$ vthen I appro~ehod llhn .. and ~e, l toQk hiil han1111 he 

~id in e. obokix1g voice. '1Litt~ n~br:i~l,. dG 'tlJJ,i;; l~v,t lfJS•t?. 

ff:l':0, lt>.nd: 1 All of ,,~ are ~irlfi: t~, lmld t' I ~~1~1$ied tryin~ to 

first 



euying to. ,;wi.. rrc;atnel~. do not; £fbfl.l'Jdo:n 1\1.0.11 

S.8.l""ily 

di sapp..t1ai· 

ltVll:ll>'}rij)t:l apprns.chod Vii.th diffi¢11:l~~ ht1t il'l 

tQ <iar·r•y t,!&l"OiRl 

,so.vo t;he:msel"v()s. 

5.n s~1oh i;m"r:ib lo st~ni'bs ;. 

soli'•pToso:i:"v'a"~i.011 wh:teh drE1,.'tr~ttJs 



one so eomplotoly Q.nd 1ttt t~,s. ~e hi:n a wil.:'l beast. 

11~ th-0$0 wiekad ~1 do i~ wru:sh to s~w S,1'0'1!~ U~eial,/1 I e:r.cl.td.-4 

with tl1e ~peet o-ief .• 

~ thtm:t alone,:'r ho am•red m. "It& th,e ~to.me 011 bcm:-& .~. 

on .land. .Gn on. r1-.,, child~ for they a.re l.¢ia.ving yot1 h~il 

l de :not blaw- vm!eh th.o~fi)lt to~ me lilOl"e. -~ .of fflm!IJ.ning 

on ~. who~ docl'.tbtloss I wo~tld perit)h~ or that of le~ving hi~:i a:to,no 

tf.i; bis mi1tf'~t't.1:~.., At last th~ wi-00 of 1:if!d:~ ~ *Gl'l:G;er t~1 .au,,y 

o:thel" t~e. and l took aewrfll steps t~d tl10 ~~~l$; I tt1~ back 

to el~oo the poe,r old mu. and then I TQ.n rapidly lb~ the pl~ vfliero 

t....h.o w..st sa.ilora we~ ~kin\f.• Tho:re welt'$ four1 Tiiht:m: I ro~·,liallld too 

apo'i::_.. I sm~ tmt ·uhe :ro"'il" !)fJ.d lf>nped L"lto the ,~ and were ~ 

r~ru"or ·l-.ho lt.-rt'!UOh whieh was a.001..'t ~n or ·~lVl) yards in the diattu1ce,.. 

nM:mt &.l,01?t .me ?n ! e:rclni111ed with a:r.g~'fish l'd1en I SQVv they \'ml'$ 

le~,rln.g :rae. n.r t\ir-1 ,o:tng too It 1 &.11 going. too ft 

I shottted w1:th e,11 irw atTongthci, b'l!it they did r.c.t h:ea.r me"' or they 

did not: want to heed .me. In spite oi' the dazkness ! GGtc1' tho lia.'11noh,, 

I amv th.em olimb into l-wr • .altho,111::;h I cO't1ld scareoly aeo this action 

i:lt'.!O 'ho t,.~o din.anee.... I doc.id-otl to 11;,rl luys0lf into too t1a.ter to f'ollO!fl 

the ~· fate., btt'~ in tho v.;-,.q in$taut ! ma.de thi:f1. resoltl"tior .. rey eyfis 

lost sight. of the laJ,na,lt &w. i;h.~ $,il:ora:. n.lld h1 front ot :me· tlwro ·~ 

enly that. hO!'rlble da:rknosa mt t;h,e v,.-ater .• 

!i:WrJ ~w 0:t salffl'.cion hacl d.i~p~ed,., I ,t,1~ rrry E.tyes in 

.epror:y di.motion .~a;d I uau only the vmveo ooa't~:r.g a.g~ the rexl'lilir4'l 

of tt10 $ltlp;t in ·the sky not l;';lveu on(; s~Ji 011 the aeM~ not ·ryr,a ligbt., 



~ $lep bad diappoared ·ta~ :Beneath f!\V' f'!.,r$1>-nsly s~g feri ~ 

h~11 of th~ -.,: n.a brnald.n,g into piceo&_. anrl the ~r pieee left 

~ 'Wit$ a ~ of the prow and ·tw deck was f"ll!l of debr!a. l t~. 

~~ t~n n 31.peleilis 1'ft whi~h. tl~tcu.ed w a\nk w-Gcy mbl:1~ .• 

on $eeUlg l!lV&elf in a1)~ a ai'h't'rat!nn,, ,:. ~ to '.Ye.r~>ial ~&:. 

ttth&y have left ~., tlwy he:rm left UI. ·t' 

'l"h.3 old ml\-n •t ·np. witt1 'VeJ:7 groat ettort. l~ng on om bruxl.J 

hQ raised his. h~d .Mil with hi:e tr¢~bled eyee ~d into the- 'bl.at$ 

:$1,)QCO &'l.V'N>~ -· 

~hm:,G.ltt ha ex.ela.imod,. ~I se~ mirtlltne;.. ro ltt~s., no 1~ 

il(); li~e-J< M ooaat. tbey will not r~t~. tt 

lu!l· ~ •id this a ~ble ~ua .so,~ 1'ttder e,,... feet in ~~ 

®pth . .t thtil' wlop,. entiffly ~ke"d bf th1$ t~ rh- q111U"'terdeok 

i:no:Umd rtcl~r!tl.7 to· Oflf'), "~'* and it~ :nsesary tot> ~~ tu grasp 

tightly t~ tba ~ of- a pin. ••1 to. 1$ep from Mling ~· the water. 

we had: )lo tlqorinfl;• ?he le.et, ~ins of the ttayo -.a sGin€ to ~ 

~ thro11gn the lflavee.. attt as, lto~ rever eomplet.ely desert$ one.-, 

l ntUl tl'tll>'!td1,t it poasible that tbs situo.tton might la$'t "1itU. ~ 

witoo-,,t ~u& worsa_. a.~ I .felt ~ll&Oled t.o :~ ~·· fo~mst was 

etill at~n.r;. Sith e. f.ir:til detennine.idm to climb it wt~ the ·h.141 

'bef~e.n ·t;,o -~ 1 ~t$d at that prot1d tree tt"l-'Dk cm l'!!hi:f>h were flns:bit11; 

pieee-3 of rope• w:.i.tl shred@ or n.Us-,, ,and whiol1 •a res~~ a 

c.,1~~ disb.evelled b:I <lospemtion:. 1;11.ad I b$gg~ £or-~ i'n:lm. 

~Ten;tt 

~~. a-11~ ~l.f' to, ~13. t>n tw deck and Sid,, -~°" 1': 

m l1Qpa mM• e«ort~l.. ~ither will ~ 'Wi.eh to ret~n. nor· wc,,ild 





ea.itrts:1 and r1Jf;t,y tl1<ty p1~d;';h 11W f'o:i:- all 1xw o.ffen$e.~. '.be~:t1!$e if I 

didflt'.t;. ~n.fetm or tak-Q eor~tlf:!i~u". it \1la\S };1"/oa.,1se of ·t1.to,ae da:i:mlt;Wd 

oassooa,. £-ox- tho:, riild-c0 :roo l~avo fQt· th,e sea j•1st i~n I b.e.d ·{;h~ 

11.oti~n or oh~3i,?£ th~ (fu1~01t,. I l;w,V'e nev$'r atol~n &. pin paint,. nor 

have t told ru:w 11fif;l~ axoopt. just ~. f:ew to joke. I run. S(}n,7· f'tuz 

lmat~gs I ,µ.~""e my womu tr1irty years a.co,, altho"1@:i. I still tli.ink 

t.hq wem VK-ell g:iv£m 1,eoa use s-11e vma 1rienn()r thn-41 a hei.i'er a.r.tti had ,n 

d.i1J?Qstt!on r.ioi"'~ devllis.h ths.n :a $QQ•Ppioli• l'. l:tav®"''t fi:\iled in (f',:rary

thiltit ·tbe 01.·dil1aooi':J; ®L'llJiands J 1 don• ·h fllJJ.'t{) a.t"".libody exoi::pb t.:he cassocks 

I \\"l:)1:tlc1 ha:i:.ro loved to t;J€:~ rnad~ irtbo ntioo&~e.t:; bt~ ·chw;t e.fiy th1:vt 

.~ a.11 al"Q oldlcl.rGn oi' God.- e.1:i:cl I forgive ·tJ101;11 and li~else in tr.a 

earie ~Y I pard$t:t ·tlro t~neb ~ho 'have l:tro''(;ht t.hia 'W'Al' on l,s. I 

th!~ iG tin1~1:iJ1d.. 'fhe wat-e1:> is r-it-:;ing W'l.d the f"8.yo is. ~O'llO: !'ori~wr:, 

neath 1, kw.i to; .e. drt)ffl;ling parson, d.o.:r.\tt be af~d.J p1tt:. y&'tl?' .Q:J"m$• 

a~o'l.,'t.fld :ma. !n. ~. 11:J.:.tl.o while tif.i will ·be free b'o1n pa:tn; I 1>11.ll ~ 



:.,ti.ppy as 0}).ris:tanas wi~e~.,, de,:r.1.ell!g ·t~o,:igll tbo skins oarpet$d •;;it.h 

stare;. e.nd there tiAppi:oosr. rt:i.tiwr e11ds-• t~..Q1'1'8e it i$ .irt~'l, j~lttt, 

lllm t.h'l;lt -tr~h~ ~ aa.id1: t0t.tiarrnw hd. tomorrffi'f ~ t9wxrrae ~ 

~thi!W cue fl;)revent10l"G . .,• 

no ~.oJtld .not ny ~. l ~pad ~u~1 , boiw atrengly. A 

vi&lent 'bl• ;of' the =,en Vla$hod ~;r the ~ of: tl10· ship and I felt 

th.a be&tinr,.; ,of ·1:;hs lffl'tel"' a&3in«t ~ back. I o:losed 'Sl1Jl O'Yf>t$. and 

thot11f;ht "'1£ <~ •. At t~· GttJra) in~ I lost ·&Vecy (*ett6"t1on and I 

.d!d. mt.. ~ow what happened. 



Wlwu tJ:lC ffl'ffl.reoo~~. of life a,~in dnlly U .. .[Jlted rq spirit •. ! 

t'~lt a vs:r;r :bxbEnill.10 eold, and this se:-ik<mtion (llooo ED.de r:ie realize 

:riw 0\'1".:1 GJXi:;itenoo; b'tt';;; r!J¥ mi1¥l held no ll10'li1!>l"j of the paa:t $ nor co~1ld 
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i ree.line anything oonoorning mv nevi sitnation., Wlwu 'W'J hand clet,rod 

$nd the n1'li»aess Gf 'fiE3 smnaes disappeared, l 'l!illis at-rotoh.ed 0 11~ 0n the 

beach.. flame n>.en were ru.-oi:nn:1 me" w.tchll~ ~ with j;:ntereat. 'l'llo first 

thing I heard W&$J «-Pool" littl;a thing. Bo is coming to hims0li\,," 

(}re,dua.11.y I ~. oor.ung back: to lifo .a.nd with it "ba.ek to JOO'f!JfJey 

lips 1'!tteroo we.re qneet:looo aoo1:tt; him"' L!obcdy kt"lei/'1 hov: to ans,rer 

L16+ ~. tlio.ee s"1wct'nding me I recognized some atdlors of ..,t::1,0 

Rayo; I as?wd them abolJt Ralf•man and they wore ~ood that he 

lle.d peris~,., Thon I w:an-tod to find o'l.lt how I l:ad been saved., 0.1:t,:;; 

they &'*ve ·IfE fl..G irlf'or.mation. 

'i:ooy t,"&W mo soroot.hing 'to· eb.•ink., I don't ~., wll!l\tJ they oorr-:ied 

me t;o f:\ Ji:Ca.l'bi oonse. a1rJ th.taro nee.r a. go<i>rl fire .&tlrl tmer the oarc 

or a.11 old v,<.1:m::m. I recow.r~,,_;;, 1.iJif '.h.ealth ti,,t XU)i; my atrongth. :?hon ti~ 

iiold mo that ~er sloop. ooriling ottt to &161.,,ine tbe raaina r:,f the 

~. ~ those ·of ~ Prcn(lh. wssol ~t had ri~t the so.m fate.t fo:und 

l:il9 1~ t~eial~ ·and thew wero able to saw 1ey li:£.+a. iv ~on 

in the SigO'r'..idng axperiencG was d0£td. I al.so 1.eaftlGd tm\:t. 1n the 

travail of the woae1 el1ipwre:0Irod ou the ~ tJ.eV'Onl.1 un£ort11J:Jate· 

onetl ·bad loat. theii-- lives. 

I wanted t.o kn<,., 11t:.al~; !~ ha~ned to I'1alespi1-a# ~ tb.er'o vas 

m. one v.Jhe eo'tltkl give :l!lG any ililfornation conoemmg >l;lffl: father Bild so,n .. 



.,,. 
Cl\lidiz sa£ol.~;-i,i a;:~ boeaJ,t1e of this a>i:r::,-n, ., ros,:,l'i;n:'i~ to ettu:'t :tn'lle,:;1:lately 

.,,. 
f;:.:n::t:L ucnr. 

.,,. 
o. dictru1c,1;, from Gadi,3; 
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hlde h!e mis~ry # (1,nd at last they 1'5'"'0C00tled in retlffrlng hlli1 &om hia 

low pouitinn..- Thls thit:it happens in no ::;th.Pr ,o:o~t"".f in the vrorld., 

le$~ of hm.1 munh. ~Y iG n$ked t1•tm1 t~ht_..,. H~ .a dine. It :i:s t-~ 

that all the ~twiot1 of' tlw lling ~:re 't~d to pay se.laries w ·~he 

0 \!ell• ;fo><:1 1.~n:U l~1rc no ®:'Vse ~;o- !30L.ipla.in,- littl0. fti.end. if i'b 

!'f.rll t-o yo':1J;' lo"t-;. t;o gu on the nu.yo. a $hip that sea.rcely out~;id iu:rhi~ 

slti1?3 -~-1:. f'o'tttnt best and loogeot.'*" 

nit. hne. ~on eaptl"l""ed and ltu ~er- die.d__ 1f I tu.'1 ~ metal~m .. u 

U,.'h&t•e r.ie;nt_.·~ he e.1~~rod., 1'And- I still i-m.nt to e.ry 'rthen l ·blrl.nk 

aoout Don Dionisio . .Alellla Gali&l:10_,, the bravest wigad!~r ~on.era! in the 



130 

/ 

:f'.''1n Dio:nislo Alcr:,lu. G9.lil'o,..n-o. 

U7'? .. 1 ... ,.. .... ,, 

.. 

the 



:wi 

/ 

Alcal~ Galit!ir.tO i"tY'\riew<11~ i~ho 1:;,t":ew ai; ~tton., a1ID e,~111i:ned tt1e 

tbxlt lang,~~ga fl:ld not $hOCl~ ns. Lti.'ter ho sa;i!('l t.o B 1!'lt:\t·:i.1YJ g1\Irdi1: 

t1loneo Bttbr6'r'fl itl cht\rge of it,, 'tu.!~ eR!'~ to defew iti!' :Ho Gulia?io 





ls 

th the father of th artille offieer-J but a.ll the wottndod. ro 

drown • it io t:rJ to understand, sin.ce the ,, fo:rtt tie o~.u could 

not reach the eo st by ~.» 

1 ..,.i,tl?.lned on loaming the death of '• leapim._ n<i the id ot 

tho lTio.f thtlt t:i a iting rt:f¥ unhappy idoli~ed little mi re.:.;-.. filled 

~ SO't".ll an t xered ovory rcsen nt. 

t a horrible misfort;,,ne/' I xc-laimed.. "And shall I be tho 

yo O"'l"O of uhat yo" :,Ay?11 

tr1 .:ro aoen 'th the i'f:13 the fntlwr of that yo c 

pl :i.ning bitterly and reviewing tl\3 dote.il of' tho t~-edy with noh 

itl'f i g that it broko m;r ~.. · ocording to rhat ho nid,. ho.d 

.ved ell thoa"' in t la.,,neh.- d re t i.f ho bad d cd to 

o y hio s.01111 b o.o ad h ve one o t tho cost of -t.h l! vus of 

ll the rest. Be preferred., nevertb.elcsa, to Give life o too great-

th he di lie ppea.red to be 

skilli•ll. ttnd brave,.. 

Thie stors saddened so m'flCh t t I didn't lk cy mo co 

cerning the ttor. '1:Z cial d · l '1l l spine. dead J 

I . rrying t o at d cided not to return 

to / iz d to lot o oo or p lie repc>:rt oal'T"J si:ich pe.in.f" l 

to the refl of tho h . r:rv a.rts \' re tin:g .-1th 

ro-s.t.. Ee rt l ss,. it e noeoa for me -to appear fo Don 

Al.onso in order to givo s: 
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/ 

el'llbar ed to Ce.diz Yott 

ce.nnot itle.gine • t turmoil thoro ... in th vieinit-y itl the r..e of 

tho def at · the f1e~t.. Grad.1,ally report:;. of what had happened re 

arrivln and by this t . the fittc o:f the gre :tes.t pe.rt of ships a 

".;ho e s s not kno,m.. Along the street one witnes ed every IIlOI001lt 

scene of desolation. woon a recent. arrival .. old the story of the dead 

and d t rsons mo had not returnod. Tr...e m.ultit 

brother, 

ognize tho wo Jnded. hop1ng to find a father,, a 

or h ~band. I slli see a. of frenzied joy. mnrled 

and tcrri le ori • Uopo ve.nl ... L d• s•Tspioions 

roro confirmed moat or the ti.JOOS., and the n~ms.ber of tho:ie ,rho on in 

t h t ngonizing u of f'rrte rath r 11 compared. to t t of those 

who loot.. Th corpses that ppear.ed on the e of S nta 

'JS" f: lios, n othero ited still hopint; to find among 

the risoners ta.ken ·to Gibraltar rly beloved person. 
/ 

In j tiee to th t , of Cadiz,, I sho 1d aa.y t t nevo.r has nrt:f 

neighbor ood 1:ind rtaken t aid of the wo1mded with s:o m"'Ch determination. 

never di in 1ish:ing bctwoen tives and ene os. on the .contrary. sup-

plying mreryone ~:r tbe ampl~ tlag of charity. Collin{;'IIOOd ote in 

hia ire e.botll::; thi generosity of nry townsmen. rleps the. glli• 

tnde of the dise..ster killed e..ll reoen:t nta. ls it not so.d to consider 

/ 
In C u: I ias blca to learn the ent.ire oti on 0£ the' r for I,. 

in spite 01. ~v: , taken pa.rt in it. know only part.10,tlar sit ti0ll8,. 



1@5 

/ -/ 

c;adiz the !i1ontanes" with. 

r 
,Jose Q•l:l'IN:rdo; 'the San ~r1:'.noisoo. a eevonty ... tt:r'r ee.rn:1on 

with 



ret:btcil 

u lotig 

Gt'.11ttl 'co C~ntrttl ![;1:iro11e 

ar1:'ei:b:1at AnGt:ria .. 

ex,iic:1,;r:'/tion his ooltia:so.l 

or f:l'ctob!)r~ ·~ 

~frai'e.lt.!J}.:r, 1W;po.lGoi1; -wi t:nesaed m-1 the f1eltl o:.!": tt"l.m th~ i~shil"'l{f 

the A~:q;.t:tian ·troops.11• whosr.1 g<nw:t>als: hai:i.ded or1ter -Ji/hair &t,'01.'"d& to ldm., 

ht, learned 

he z,:;as 





n~.m1 so tba;t;. g,et7.:'~~ ia dead? l the'}lght so• ~ I ~ve tnld ~ 

co., b,~ tme. has firn4y boli(.'Ved tllat she c.Qllld •l"O him• lndood.- if 

it is G0od•s. will,..., • !U"A 7011 are GEi.ft; a."ld so1.t;;.1d., i:Ul.u.t a ploa.s,lrot 

:.rravs yo.tt not lo$t ~ru.nsttr 

'!'he constenxation that. t>ei~ in too bo~.se is impt:uu:iible to des,.,, 

cribe.. f'Ql" over nn honr only cries 1'10:te 1~ e.:ld wailing am ~obs,. 

to'¥' r~lespimts faird1y 1"$8 thel"(J tr.,o,. l!ttt what s~ thine~ God 

iri:aut. ~ ~"&el?u XJ!J:3' :ens.tar -St'L"ld to hitt i:u. &t.,.a~nt .. 

ii $a.fe· ~ ,sci~. tt ~..'ieNd Don ,Jc.se 1:1SJ.""i0..., tt,rhn.t ia to Stzy' 11 

requtres e~.. The brttte ot a ~ thot'fgJi't he was dyil'lg• UlJ!h 

I kmM good •and vtell he wasntt. l Stwgeons, pi,10h l, ! 1-iave eured m,en,.-. 
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~ 

,Jof1e , ·"'"'' -•-= l}E}~,;i,:a i'W,"i~~s am oa-ll.cd :roo. a 1,yinrt,. n-.ed'dlin.s: U.tt:te t;t'at. 

t,ctt1all:;r,.. non 1Iaf1M·,11vaf:l ~H~ 1J.nd n!.rl:. at dant1er1 b~ he ~d 

t·emr~tned in k"ll~"i-r 111 °th.o home of' aoq11ainta.nooi vrhile his fatl~r ,~"nS· 

'l;o Cad1.,s in so:~11;. rJf i;l\e £a.mtl1r :in orov to talr..t11 t:he:m. to t1".u wonnde:d 

ruani bt1t I -~•r ;,t~t all ,mo react tld.-s a1,spect t;•t some 'frti:?~r~~Y 

liP of ,old mn !,ml~apintl e-a.net1d the nmra of the: auppo~ed ·l:.ntgo:dy to 
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e'"l'°iOT'ti, iu•heren'i;int~ at'..i:l ~t the same ti.":!1'0 ~t,eh oobl& d&tails t,b.a.t :maey· 

tif.,lieved hbi. lJt:l't the traJ7;,;1 'Vil\15 ,&ooi,): discO".r&rcd a.nd t:110 d~~i t did 

not teat v&.1'1 letnt;., f'~twit.hste.ndi:ng the f"a-0t it nee&ssarily ree.ohed ~ 

ears .and oblip1 ma -to iru.~ the f'twily. ltlt.llo'ugh I lUlil e. ~i bail 

id~ c~rni!ng 'the. Vf!~ity ot old rfaloopim:• I conld ~ hel.ieve 

that he W01'4.d ~ra1.t hlJ'iill'mlf to lie aoottt a11¢h. s,eriotlff mttern. 

After experieneing i"ibCISS strong feelings..- m:!' ~ster fell into 

e. 4.'eep ta&la~holy; he oo.ldos talked:,, f1.nd i:t a_emned that hi.$ soul, hav-J.ng 

settled ffery kind oi: aooo,~ vtith tlle flOrl.d . ..,, fflW fl:'$]18ring fort~ 

ltist jo~. !ho, Cdllolusiw absence of l~,Qf'eiel took f'rora hila the only 

friend of bi.s second ehildh®dJ and having no one witb wh.O!Th lie eo.,'1d 

ple.y th$· ~ of l!tth\ ships" b$ !Sfflllt into tho dGptb$ o.t d~spair. 

Dom F'!'ruWU®. did not i»Uce his SQ,43'JO!l,$ &"ld 1'5W):' rel~d .in her 

timdG of h~ti,o.n-., lflle ~ Of!·~ iarri'li1l.l l 1:i.eard h.Ct" SO.y to, lmn,. 

nyou 1:ia~ do1» i'it:1e i f?bat do :to,, th1nk? Aren•t 'J,'O'l>t $tltiafied y-.t? 

G-0 ®,, go on t"1J tt~ fleet. t'fas r. rig.ht .QI" not?· Oh.- 1.£ fO'" had paid 

e.tt.e'111tion to ~....... • 'Will 710111 1~ mffi''i DQ "fO"''f Sfi h• C-1: ha& 

P'JtliSt:ied y.euftt 

tf\'l~ leave 100 in pea.ee1 « .&wwre:red r;w mastei- sadly,., 

ff.And now \!W. ·~ la.ft lri:tho1.tt a :tle.11t. withot,t. sa.ilors,. ~ w 

~e goit'lg ;to ~ left withot~ means of' going '(Tu if ft bep tJJl:itt1d with 

·tne French.. Goo gnmt that thoae g,sntlemen will .not r:;iv~ l'!B ~ bad 

d:aa:l., The ms who bat :acted glt»:1.o1"lsly ie r~nor Villeoot~,.. ¥i'hJ'.c 

if Gravina. lm oppo$9d the do:parl'I~ of' the .fleet ae. tbcf .'fMf.Y Cn1w1:1• 

amt Alcala aaue.no did_.. he won.ld na,ve avoided this, oatalfbro~ t,htt.t !a 



1 



the opi-nion,. :t.rhich thes.J. s~ to 100 an a't:taek on na.tio-P..a:l l~

l~~r appeared v:o:ey wll fo1r:.ade{l,. Dom F'ra:nc1sc& ~ rigl!t., G,.'W.~ 

eo.~ld not nave given in to the ,<le:ma:mis ,of 'tr~illenet\Ve.. iy ayi:ng tlns. 

pe-.rhaps I def~ ttw &~ole .of prolfti.ge v:hich tho people plaood a.roim 

·th~l du.of of t..~e. .Sp&Jliell i'ore-ee on that la.mon.tahle occasion. i.7itno,1~ 

de~mg; th~ 1001"1t o£ Gravhll.t"' I th.ink th0\nl -.e ~,~~tion in thi, 

eXCEtiuiln praises showend on him a,~ too ba.thla: fi.l:ld. at the t-i:rt.e of 

his d.ea.'th.-• ~ing indi~ tlat Otavbta. vas a true ,en:tle--~ 

and ti ~ s.e~. BUt perhaps 4tJe to his intense ooi~sy he laeko4 

t.l:at reecl~ion 'fihieli tbe eoll$t&.:nt ht).bit of·~ giws .and. also the 

:atlper'iority• ,,mieh in tn'Oh diffie'nlt ,o~wtt as tl#\t of' s-..~. is 

aeqt~ire:d only 1n the ass!d:,,ous .o,~lt1Wlt1on of the eoieneee 1nbieh 

eonstitW-Ge !t.- {t~nt.rii:ta ft$ a good. divi,s::lon ohief* but nothing more. 

For:e:o:i~nt,, eore.nity, fim and ~~ble- dete~-M.on.,. m-iiell .an;, 

e'haneto:ra neeoe~~ in <arg.Effiiz-atio.i:u.~ de&t:lned to. tha ezy-~.uarJl o-f 

~t tnreea,. no i:;,ne had except DOl'i Cesm.e Damian Cl1\"!ffl'l'OO and Don 

Dionisio Alfflli.a G-alimlO., 

1ff}f 1I11:ste-z. Don Alo•o.. anm~:retl th~ la.at word.& of hill 'Wif~• ~ 

when she aft,,, I $a.W th4t the pitUul old Wkn wa:e pr~ing; aa ~:l'tly 

as t~t n1G;ht in ·the: cabin of' tlle Sant~ Aa'!J.-. the nigltt of' o'-1r ac~ 

tion. FMU 'that day ,on.- Senor de Cisniege. did nothing 1)1;,t pray,, and 

pr~ h• &P&Jlt the ra:et of his life 'mll.til be embarked on t~he s:!:dp 

ti~ re-t~ w oore •. 



wltich ·took 1i1Me two '.!J»~Jtll.s t.f'ter th(; r:rca.t Y'Ava.l bat'Ue whi~li th~ 
~ - ·- ... - -,,,.,r 

Spa.ni~ ~lled tine P·ta.ttlf? o:f ·the :t'went;y...,fir$t'* iind '\:4'\ie 1:lni;lisb called 

l:tt'tli;} mistl"<$'SS ~ioi! :ln. Ve.jer a-u ilawt:t oi' s.. ooa11t:if'ttl wiriter d~y. and 

lttf."l:; 1:.:w:sted:la·tel.y ff)1" I'ie~aidt>nia whtrte i;bey .~ a h~ prepared 

!'Qr l tvt,s ii ~d;tr..esa of ·the.b· bapp:b1esq during th¢ days pr-~'t'Jding 

ew:,le r,w,,,.o Jtttable the p1"tl~nc.e t1-£' t:h<ll: do'l'fiYle S't~rif1rity oi' her 

l.;iea~lt~· ~nu her social iO:S:itio:n, I had beceoo aee"iat~1ed t:0 idea. 

the r-entmoiro;iou ot .every lzOf4.,. is a c.orlsola·b:t,o.n s.;ist:dlar ·ho. doo:l;h._. arid 

f.1;1r tl'mt t$'1$® ;it; ~Jt ~ t,Tf.W,t (1~;o1a.tion. 

!'reweJ.tlca t.Gld m to co 11!-lto L"'ld put. l1t'j-'1ml..f at the sem• of the r,.ewly 

~ried ~1.es... r iveut by n~t and. dt~ing EJol:tJ-.tu··.1 jl):'l-1X'l'l.ey I kept 

f'oTC''lrer., ! .o.rri".ted the f''(\)l.lowinl$ m,lnlil'l{;, I ap~nhed tlle hcti:1$~:, 

g,~tlen,. p"''l't !ft¥ fo11/i: 0cn first st,ep o:,? (lv~y., ~11d 



trotthle... I eor1l(l r:i:otb hel1> recall.in~ 'th~ soe-l1e,s t,f"· thosia fat" 

~Y dl'\.;!f'$ 'Wlt~ alte ~J: I 1JGed ·to p~· torsetl~l"'l!I For W.{!i ~lie rms ,i;~r:1, 

tile t'irst all th~ w-0iltld-. f91"' hot· I "4;',U,, U' oot the1 f:irst.e.t 

l.oos-t no1~t1tu1,g ~1~ l.ov-ed: ard i:,iis•e<i :J:or e.11 ar.:isence: ,0£ ~'l tlC\1:lf'., In 

$''J® a si.101:'t. ti:ti.1e, what ti. chat~ 'l 

t."Veeythir.isi;; 1 .ffl:\'W .ie$ta.1?Al to expre1t:s -tJw hap}!ioos,a oi' tcltt;; t.'ro lovers 

s.r~ stYer~ (l.n .a,f~\t t4 ~ lon.11:FSll.$• Altho~~ it ~s t:d.ntew:., l 

i1,1iigi.ned t~ till tiie t:!"ees in th~ ii'.U'den wore e<,v¢rtn1 with i',o:U.age 

and tht:t. '4;;1~ gra~:i.r"l):Q:r ;vhieh slmdttd ·t.h,;;c door tffl;.a fill£¥,:1 i::r:tlJJXl)G~ly 

yo~g v:b1e.t t.;.o rirotect ·them when l<d't t'w: a ¥:/1\ik. The :Pm 

yn:,~a "'ii"Cl"'J vlS,n,l aro:d '1:,ho ¢t:lr v,as noo~:l:'ate, r.enteslli1:1g that Mst whose 

a·t1*e;vm 1 mys~lf h&l helped ·b:<> ga:'~he:~ t\11~ I ws. e. ~:sa:on0e:r of 

:b.nro.. 1·~~e b'1$he~4i st.if£ wii,h eol.d,. UJ?~t--ed ~~ro:d wi.th 

I"Os .. ~m a!td the onttl{\,"e t:reee s~ filled with mt~ bl.03,sa,~ o.nd 

!'r'-mit Whicli ii. tl1-o~~sav,d. l:rlrds 'Wel"e oon:dng ·co ~olt :i:..n t~iei,p6'tion of: 

r,;ip'~ l-nth:11 tih~ p:roi'tit\111 e:llet1ICc le"oie,cnii1g, in the rlD''t,ae: W$ hr(lloon 

b'J the $6't~ ~f' ~ frc.m yo•:ltlg; voice \~hi1'h r11Wt"Jr!10e,i nw soul CA~s~ 

nte- t.o s.h"~:r. 

'1:hat ha:PP:l voi~¢ prodtteed in mG· 4\n imecfinal:i,le ~tte. and m110\lQn 

$kin to £'~ or !:Jhs.me;t I don*t b:u:wr wlrl.chJ bMt :r O\;W; eetrf'1re yo:lt that 

:a ff1*~n resol:n:tion tore nw trom. the door;, ar#i I left the ~en ::'"'~ming 



., 
t:t..1~1.; a li'ttle. while, :;: dee1d~d to go ·eo <!adi:r. and from th~l~ ·to 

£;i~ri<l• I did ao • oo.uq'l:ter.-tng th$ ~s-e.et. -o-i: Dona 1<'1.:oft. 'Who tr-iild t:o 

tto ~ Yd'th n. chain 1..18.de i'll"Om tit~ 11rith.e-red ros:-c,.s ~f hor love, .o.nd a-inoe 

tbAt dny • how :~ny thi:c'l~- ha.Viii a-ppe-~ ·i'.roi'tey of being 'bold l !t{· 

cltll3'tlil.y,. w1iioh o.~dy 110.d ta.ken me to tre.f~ .. took l'ile· later to 
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