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Benito Peresz Galdos

Benito Perez Galdos, the greatest literary figure of nineteenthe
contury Spain and one of the great world novelists, was a mative of
Las Palmas, Canary Islands, where he was born on May 10, 1843, His
first schooling was received in an English institwtion of the ecity
of his birth, a fact which accomts for his early ascqmaintance with
the English langreges He did not enter & Spanish school wmtil the
age of thirteen. When nineteen years old, he went to Madrid, where
he took wp residence and where he began the study of law. However,
literatre and art had a greater attraction for him and he later re=
nomoed his legal stwdies to devote himself to his preference--letters.
In the year 1866 he became & jomrnalist, writing for swoh prominent
periodicals es La Necion, El Debate, and El Conmtemporaneo. His first
novelistic effort was La sombra, written in 1866 or 1867 and puwblishe

od in la Revista de Espana in 1871. This was followed by what is
generally regarded as his first novel, "La fomtema de oro" (1867=-68),
e novel of historical and revolwtionary characters

In 1875 he began working in earnest wpon his Episodics nacionales.
fe may have comceived the idea of writing the Epidodios macionales

before or with Trafalgar, the first novel of his great series. At all
events, the enthuwsiastic reception accorded this youthfwl effort on
its pvblieation in 1873 so encowraged its avthor that he twmed out

three more during the same year. The Episodios consist of fortyesix



novels growped in fonr series of ten novels each, and a fifth and
vneompleted series of six novels, ending with Cénovas, written in 1912,
In these historiocal novels Caldos took to himself the mission of edveate
ing his comtrymen in the history of Spain in the nineteenth centwry,

a twrbulent period of Spanish history, and one in which his comtry
'derwent important changes both physiecal and spiritwal. The first
series begins with the battle of Trafalgar and covers the Var of
Independence, terminating with la btatalla de los Arapiles (1875), which

has for its principal theme the Captvre of Salamanca in Jvly, 1812, by
the combined Spenish and English forces. It has been gmite well
established that Galdos projected further Episodios after the comple-
tion of Canovas, the last of the forty=six novels, in 1912; bwt the
affliction of blindness that fell wpon him in that year prevented hin
from making wse of the nwmerovs sowrces that he always smployed in
the documentation of his historical novels.

While engaged with his Episodios nacionales, Galdos also found
time to study the social and intellectwal life of Spain. To scqmaint

himself intimately with Spain and her people he traveled extensively
in the Peninswla, visiting and studying every region. The resmwlt of
this interest was & series of thesis novels dealing with the living
social problems of his cowntry and time. With "Dona Perfecta™ (1878),

"Gloria" (1876=77), and "La familia de Leon Rech" (1879) he attacks

religious bigotry end clericalism, which were rife in Spain. The
progressive stand taken by these works prodveed a tremendovs effect
and won for their avthor immediate intermational recognition and fame.



fie was made a member of the Spanish Academy in 1897, and was
several times elected to the parlisment of Spain, where he manifested
liveral tendencies in politiecse. Until 1912 his life was intensively
occupied with literary prodwetions In this year he was stricken with
complete blindnesssy bwt, in spite of this afflioction, Galdos worked
with the aid of a secretary wntil his death on Janwery 4, 1920,



CHAPTER I
TRAFALGAR

Before I refer to the great event of which I was & witness,
permit mo to say a few words abovt my childhood and to explain the
strange way in which Fate led me to be present at the terrible catastro=
phe of owr seacoast.

On speaking of my birth, I shell not imitate the great majority
of those, who telling the story of their own lives, begin by naming
their parentage, which, they very often say, is noble, or illwstrions
at least; and sometimes they even admit they are descendants of the
emperor of Trebizond himself. 1In this sense I cammot adorn my book
with sonorovs family names, and besides my mother whom I knew for
only & short time, I do not have any information concerning any of
my ancestors except Adem, whose lineage seems mguestionables 1 bew
gin my history, them, like Pablos, the buscon of Segovia; fortwately
God has wished that we resemble each other only in this one waye

ImbminﬂidhinthoMﬂﬁqmﬂor.-hmuM
today, nor was even then, a2 training school for fine mammerse I
cannot remember anything concerning my life before I was six years
olds brt I remember the date 1797 becanse 1 associmte it with & naval
event, the battle of the Cape of San Vicente, which I heard discvesed
at that timee

As 1 look back over the past with the nmatwral c¢vriosity and
interest of one who is observing himself, the piecture is confusing
any hasye I see myself playing in the cove with other children of



approximately my own age. That was a complete life for mej; moreover,
it was the normal life of owr privileged classy and those who did not
iive as I seemod to me® to be exceptiomal beings of the hwman rece,

In my childish immocence and ignorance of the world, I believed that
men had been created for the sea, that Providence had provided swhming
as the supreme exercise for his body and had assigned the gathering of
shellfish as the constant employment of his spirit. (In this instence
Providence combined pleaswre and necessity for ws, as we sometiues
sold them and sometimes kept them for owr own enjoyment.)

The society in which I grew vwp was the rndest, roughest, and
vilest that can be imagined. We children were even considered more
despicable then those of the Pmtales gquarter who challenged the
elements with indwetry and comrage equal to that of owrs. The one
band of ws mged to consider the other as rivals, and sometimes we
wovld weigh ovr stremgth in the Pverts ds %Tiorra with great, noisy
rock fights which spotted the grownd with heroie bloode

MImomwwmhmemmw
the honest earnings of & few coins, I displayed my mischiel on the
wherf by intredveing to aubassadors the many English, who then as
well as now, visited ng, The wharf was an Athenian school for plimdere
ings and I was not the least advenced pwpil in that vast branch of
hwmen imowledge, for I excelled in the marawding of frwit, for which
the San Juan de Dios square offered a wide field to omr initiative
and lofty ventwres. Bvt I wish to bring to an end this part of my
history, for today I remember with sheme svweh swfvl debasement, and



I thenk God that he soon freed me from it and led me by & more noble
road.

Among the impressions that I keep, there is one very fixed in
ny memory--the enthusiastic pleaswre that the warships gave me when
they cast anchor et Cadiz or San Pernandos When I saw those fearful,
imposing structwres so near, I conld not satisfy my cwriosity, and
in my foolish, fentastic way, I imagined they were filled with mysteries.

Anxiovs to imitate the great things of the advlt world, we childe
ren used to make ovr own fleets with rudely carved, little boats to
which we attached paper or rag sails, and we mammed them with mwech
serionsness and forethovght in some pool of the Pmiales or Csleta
quarterse .In order that everything might be complete, when any coin
came into o'r hands by one of omr wswal indvstrial rovtes, we wovnld
bwy gmpowder at the home of Avnt Coscoja on Torno de Senta Maria
street, and with this ingredient we had a perfect maval celebratione
O fleets rushed forth into an ocean of three rods in width, they
fired their reed gwms, clashed together, and imitated the bloody
boarding of ships, on which imaginary crews were gloriowsly being
demolished. The smoke covered them and hid from view the {lags made
from the first serap of color found in the dwnghills and mearwhile
on the coast we were joyfully daneing to the thumder of the artillery
while we imagined we were the mations to whom those ships belonged.
We believed thet in the world of men mations wovld dance in the saue
way on seeing the victory of their dear fleet. Children see everything
in a strange mannere.

That was a period of great naval coubats, for there was at



least one battle & year and a siirmish each momthe I thowght that
the fleets demolished one another pwrely and simply for the sake of
pleasmre or for the object of proving their valor, like two yo'mg
gallants who make an appointment ovtside the city gates so as to
slash each other with razorse I langh whenever I recall my foolish
ideas in regard to the matters of that periods I vwsed to hear a
great deal of talk abomt Napoleon. And how do yov think I pietvred
him? Well, I thowght he was an exact replica of those smwgglers
from the Gibraltar cowntry who were very frequently seen in the
Vina quarters I imagined him as & gentleman on & horse from Jerez,
with his cloak, leggings, felt hat, and blwnderbuss. According to
my ideas that man, who, followed by other adventwrers of similar
appearance, and whom everyiody painted as an extraordinary personage,

was conguering Ewrope,-~that is to say, a great island inside of
which were other islands, namely the nationss England, Genoca, London,

Gibraltar, India, Rwssia, Tovwlon, etce I had formed this geography
as I pleased, according to the most frequent sailing destimation of
the ships with whose passengers I wsed to converse. I do not need
to add that Spain was the best ome of all among these rnations or
islands, and for this reason the English wanted to smatch it for theme
selves in the memner of highway robbers. When talling abowt this
and other diplomatic matters, my colleagres of the Caleta and I wmsed
%o mtter & thovsand words inspired by the most bwrning petriotism.
Bt as I do not wish to tire the reader with details relating

to my personal impressions only, I am going to stop talking about



smyselfs The only hwman being who compensated for the wretchedness
of my existence with an 'mselfish affection was my mother. The
only thing I can remember abowt her was that she was very beawtifvl,
or, at least, she seemed so Lo mes From the time she became a widow
she svpported herself eand me by washing end repairing the clothing
of some sailors. Ier love for me mvet have been very groats I fell
seriously 1ll with yellow fever which was desolating Andalvweia them,
and when I recovered she took me to the old cathedral to hear massg
she made me spend more than an hour kneeling on the hard pavement
floorsy then she placed on the altar-piece, as a votive offering, &
little wax boy whom I believed to be my own perfect image.

My mother had a brother, and he was as mean and ocrvel as she
was goode I cammot remember my wncle withowt feeling a svwdden fears
I think, jwdging from several pecvliar incidents that I remember,
wy "mcle mmst have committed & crime abort this time. He was &
sailor, and when he lended in Cadiz he wovld come home drmk as &
toper and treat vs terribly, calling his sister vile names, and
beating me for no reason at alle.

Vy mother mwst have svi'fered greatly at the orvelty of her
brother, end this treatment, together with her hard, poorly paid
work, hastened her desth. My memory can scarcely recall this tregedy,
bvt it left an indelible impression on my sowls I remember, as one
remembers the dreadfvl images of & bad dream, that my mother was
lying seriowsly ill with some disease; some women, whose names and
positions I do not lmow, entered the howse. I remember hearing sobs



and criesy I felt myself in the arms of my mother, and the toweh of
her cold, icy hands sent & chill throuwgh all my bodys I can dimly
see some yellow candles, which gave forth an awfvl light at noonday;
Imhurthmdmﬂuﬂmdmou.miw_
women, and the coarse langhter of a drwmken sailor. Then after all
these things came the sad realization that I was an orphan, alone,
and abandoned in the world; this thowght oppressed my poor sovl for
a long, long times

I do not lmow what my 'mole did dwring those sad days. I only
know that his ervelty toward me increased so mmch that I ran away
from howe to seek my own fort'me, I went to San Fermando and from
there te Pwrta Reals, I associated with the most dissolvte people
of those seacoasts which were abomding with notoriovws thieves and
robbers. I don't know why I stopped with them at Medina-Sidonia,
bt one day when we were there in a saloon, some marines appeared
who were recrwiting, and we hwrriedly disbanded, each one taking
refuge where he covlds My good star took me to & certain howse
whose owners took pity on me,--dovbtless becauwse of my tears, my
supplications, end the sad story of my life.

That gentleman and his wife took me "nder their protection,
freed me from the danger of being recrwited, and I remmined in their
service. They took mo with them to Vejer de la Fronmters, the town
where they lived, as they were only temporarily in Medins=-Sidonia.

¥y gvardian angels were Alonso Gwbiérresz de Cisniegs, & retired
captain of a warship, and his wife3 both were advanced in age. They



tavght me many things that I did not mow, and they treated me with
such kindness that in a short time I became Don Alonso's valet. I
accompanied him on his daily walk, for he cowld not move his right
arm and only wi th great difficwlty did he move his right lege I do
not know what they fownd in me to awaken their interest. Doubtless
my yowth, my orphenage, and the doeility with which I obeyed them
partly won for me a benevolence for which I have always been profovmnd-
1y gratefvl., To these cavses of their affection I may add (althovwgh
perhaps it seems "mfitting to do so) that I possessed a certain
natwral cwltvre and refinement, and after & few years I was able to
pass as & wellborn person in spite of my lack of social training.

I had been in their home fovr years when the event that I am
going to tell happeneds I hope thet the reader will not demand
an impossible exactness, for in the decline of my life I am relating
events which ocewrred in my yowths and now I feel the chill of old
age as it ben'mbs the hand that holds the pen, and my weary mind
tries to deceive itself as it seeks a transient rejwenation in the
balm of desr, burning memories. Just as soms foolish old men try to
reawaken their dwlled licentiowsness by gaszing at the pictvres of
beartifv]l women, so I shall try to give interest and warmth to the
sad mmsings of my old age by reliving the events of long ago.

And the effect is immediate. FHow wonderfvl is the deoceptive
power of imeginationi] Like one who reviews the pages of a book read
long ago, I gaze back vpon the years gone by with cwriosity and
amazement g~-and while I am fascinated by this contemplatioen, it
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seems that & kind spirit comes and relieves me of the weight of the
years and lightens the bvrden of my old age, which is bearing so
heavily on my body and sowl. This lvkewwarm and slvggish blood,
which today scarcely gives enmowgh life to my frail body, awakens,
cireulates, ruvshes, throbs, and boils throngh my veins. It seems
that a great wmforeseen light enters my brain and illwmines a thome
sand wnlmown wonders as the travelerts torch lightens an immense cave
and reveals the marvels of geology so suvddenly that it appears to
create thems At the same time my heart, long dead to great emotions,
comes back to life, as if restored like laszarvs, by a divine voice.
And this newly ewalkened heart cavses me both joy and grief as it
trembles in my bosome

I am yo'mgs time has not fledy I face the important deeds of
my yowthy 1 grasp the hands of old friendss the sweet or painfuvl emo-
tions of yowth arise again in my sovl,==the ardor of triwmph, the
disappointment of defeat, the great joys and bitter sorrows that one
experiences in memory just as in life. B": one emotion dominates all
the rest, and that one emotion directed always my actions dwring that
disastrovs period from 18056 to 1840 Althovwgh I am now an old man
approaching the grave and consider myself the most vseless of men,
you still make tears rush to my eyes, blessed love of mative land}
In retwrn I can dedicate one word to yov by eursing the skeptic who
denies you and the degenmerate philosopher who debases yo» with one
day's intereste

To this sentiment of patriotism I devoted my vigorovws manhood,
and it shell be the protective spirit and grardian angel of my written



existence just as it was of my sctml existences I am going to tell
many thingss Trafalger, Bailen, Madrid, Zaragose, Arapiles, Geromas
I shell say something abowt all these if yow will not lack patience.
Ny story will not be as beautiful as 1t sic=1d, bws I shall do every=-
thing possible to make it truee



CHAPTER II

One day in the early part of Osctober of that sed year 1805,
my kind mastor called me to his roem, and looking &t me with his
wsmal severity (only en apparent trait, for his charsctor was very
gentle), he said to me, "Gabriel, are you a brave mant"

At first I didn*t mow what to answer, becavwse, to tell the
troth, in ny fowrteen years of life, I had never had the opportwity
to astonish the world with any heroic deedj but the fact that he
called me & man filled me with pride, and as it seemed wmbecoming
to deny my valor before & person who held it in sweh high esteem, I
answered with childish pride, "Yes, master, I am a brave man,"

Then that femovs man, who had shed his blood in a hwmdred
gloriows battles, withowt disdaining to treat s loyal servant confiden.
tially, smiled at me, made & sign for me to sit down, raised his big
spectacles to his forehead, end was abomt to tell me some important
decision, when his wife, my mistress Dona Francisca, svddenly entered
the room to add greater interest to the conference, and began to say
exeitedly, "No, no, you will not gol Yom will not join the fleete.
Yon have been retired from service because of old agel Why, Alouso,
you are seventy years old, and you are no longer any good for partiesi"

It seems that I can still see that honorable as well as wrathfwl
lady with her big cap, her organdy skirt, he white c'rls, and her
hairy mole on the side of her chine. I cite these fomr dissimilar
details, becavse my memory oarmot pictvre her withowt thems She was
a beavtifvl lady in old age like the Saint Anas of Mwrillo, and the
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worry 4we to her husband's profession. And 1t is nececsary te confess
that she didn't complein mwnreascnably, for that m&rfiage of fifcy
years whieh shonld have given twenty childrem to the world, had to
conbent itself with only one, the charming and peerless Rosita, of
whom I shall speak later. For these and other reasons Dona Francises
prayed to heoaven daily for the annihilabion of every Evropean flcet.
Let me btell now abovt the sailor Mercial, the object of the most
uvrning hatred on the part of Dona Francisca, bwt loved as affecbion-
gbely as a brother by my mester, Don Alonso, with whom he had served,
larcial, (I never lkmew his femily name), nicknemed Vedic=hombre
(ﬁalfhmaﬁ) among the sailors, had been boatswain on warships for
forty years, At the tiwe of my sbory the appearssce of this hero of
. the seas was the strangest thet can be Imagined. His entire face wasg
marred and seamed by a multitwde of sears which he hed received in
encovnters with the eunewmy; his face, like those of all old sailors,
wes dark and tanned; his voice was hoarse, hollow, indolent! wmlike
that of eny obher rational hvman on earth. I hope you can form some
jdea of this character whose memory makes me regret my lack of artistic
skill, for trvly he deserves to be drawn by a master painter. 1 ocftn=
not say whether his appearence provoked lavghter or commanded respech.
It can Se said that his 1life was the history of the Spanish
naval forces in tho lest part of the past centwry and the begimming
of the present,w;a history on whose pages glorious acktions alternete
with grievows misfortvnes, MNarcial had sailed on the (onde de Regla,

el - » = .
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end from then on they spent & great part of the day and night talking
to each other abovt the information received; they voiced their owm
personal opinions; they reviewed past deeds; they made conjectvres
concerning the futwre; they bwild air castles like two cabin boys
who confidentially discvssed between themselves the best wey to
become admiralse

In these retreats, which were grestly slarming to Doma Francisea,
was conceived the plan of setting sail with the fleet to witness the
next combete Now yov kmow the opinion of my mistress and the thowsand
offensive words that she wttered against the sailor impostor. You
also lmow by now that Don Alonso was determined to pwt a dering idea
into execwtion, accompanied by his pages At this time I mwst tell
you what everyone said when Marcial appeared to defend the war
againet the disgracefwl statms guo of Dona Francises.



CHAPTER IV

"Yes, lr. Marcial," she said with increased fYrye "If yon want
to go to the fleets Lo give them your last hand, yov can go whenever
yov wishs bt it is & s'wre thing that he will not go."

"well," answered the sailor, "the devil tale me if I stay here
and miss the party."

™e have fifteen warships, and the French have twentyefive
vessels. And if they were all ovrs, we wonldn't need so manyl
Forty ships and mmch cowrage on board every one of themi"

Just as fire spreads from one match to another one nearby, so
the enthwsiasm that sparkled in the one eye of larecial inflamed both
eyes of my master, now lugterless with age.

"put the 'Little Gentleman' (he meant Nelson) will bring many
toos That's why I like battles. There's plenty of timber to shoot
bullets into, and & lot of powder smoke to warm the air when it's
. cold."

I had forgotten to say that Mareial, 1ike all sailors, vsed a
vocabvlary formed of the most extravagant terms, for it is cvstomery
among sea people of every land to disfigmwre their mative langmage to
the point of buwrlesque. By observing the majority of the expressions
used by sailors, one sees that they are simply corrmptions of the most
common words and fitting adaptations to their fiery and impassioned
temperaments, which are always inclined to shorten every action of
life, and especially langvage. It seems to me sometimes, when I
hear them talking, that their temgwes are & hindrence to them.



Yarcial, as I was saying, changed noms into verbs and the latter
into nowms withowt consvlting the Academy. Likewise, he always had the
tendency to copare man to & ship by means of some mysteriovs simileare
ity between the limbs of the former and the parts of the latters For
example, when spealking of the loss of his oye he wowld say that he
had closed the "starboard gangwmey®, and when referring to the smpvhes
tion of his arm, he would say he had been left withow the "port
anchor beau", Iie called the heart, the seat of valor and heroisn,
the "powder magazine”, and the stommch was the "bisevit storercom”.
The sailors, at least, 'mderstood these expressions; bwt there were
others, davghters of his o inventive philology, which only he wndere
stood and appreciated at their own velme. Vho could vnderstand what
he zeant by “patigwrbiar Chingwria®™ and other awfvl nemes sinmiler
to these? I think, althowgh I am not positive, that by the first one
he moant "to dowbt", and by the second one “"sadness", Te had &
thomsand different names for getting drmk, bt the most common one
of these was “to pwt on the cessock™; my readers will not 'nderstand
the meaning of this idiom if I do not explain to them that the
Pnglish sailors had won the title of "eassocks" from him, dovbtless
beeanse of their ™miforms thvws the term “te pvt on the eassock” for
intoxication signified that this comdition was very common and
general among his cnendes. He gave the foreign admirals qQueer names,
sometines creations of his own, sometines translations based only on



similarities in somd. He called Nelson the "Little Gentlemen,® an
expression which indicated a certain degree of respect; he named
Collingwood "ncle Cramp,"™ a phrase which he considered an exact
translation of the English. EHe gave to Jervis, as well as all
Englishmen, the appellation "0ld Fox™; Calder was "Uhcle Kettle™
because he formd a great similarity in sownd between "Calder" and a

26

word signifying "Kettle"; according to an entirely different linguwistic

system, he assigned to Villenewe, the rear admiral of the combined
fleet, the nickname of "Monsiewr Cornet", a name taken from a farce
that he saw in Cédiz. In order to avoid trovwblesoms explanations
of svch absurdities as came from his lips, I shall be forced to
substitwbe the wsmal words for his nonsense when I refer to his
conversation which I remember.

Let ms continve, now. Dona Francisea, crossing herself said,
"Forty shipsl That is tempting Divine Providence. Jesvsi And
they will have at least fortuy.thomxﬂ cannon, so that these enemies
can kill each other "

"No, so that Mre Cornet can have well stocked powder magazine,"
answered Marcial, pointing to his heart. "Those cassock gentlemen
are going to lawgh at themselvess This isn't going to be like the
Cape of San Vicente."

"one shovld bear in mind," said my master pleasantly, on hear=
ing his favorite smwbjeet mentionmed, "that if Admiral Cordova had
ordered the ships San José and Mejicana to heave to larboard, the

gentleman Mres Jervis wouldn't have been called Lord Comnt of San
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Vicente. I am swe of this, and I have data to prove that we would
have come owt victoriows with the rigging to larboard."

"Victorious " exclaimed Dona Francisca scornfully. "These
braggarts look like they want to eat vp the world, and as soon as
they put out to sea, they don't seem to have emough ribs to take the
blows of the English."

"Nol " said Half-man in a lowd voice and with & threatening gestvre
of his fist. ™"If it wasn't for their tricks and slyness...We always
go against them with a generoms heart, hoisted flag, and clean hands,
An Englishman is never generous, he always attacks by swrprise and
waits for bad waters and dark and clowdy weather. That's the way
it was at the Battle of the Strait, and they have to pay vws for it
now, We were sailing along suspecting mothing, for yovw don't fear
treason even from dogs or the heretic Moors, much less from an
Englishman who is covwrteovs and Christian-like. Buwt nos he who attacks
treacherouvsly is not a Christian, buwt a highway robber. Imagine,
sefiora,” he added, addressing Dofia Francisca to obtain her good will.
"We left Cadiz to help the French fleet that had taken refuge in
Algesiras, pwrsved by the English. That happened four years ago,and
everytime I think of it now, my blood boils. I was on board the
Real Carlos with 112 cemnon wnder the command of Ezgverra, and we
were leading the San Hermenigildo with 112 cannon, the San Fernande,
the Argonanta, the San A.gmtfn., and the frigate Sabina. Together
with the French fleet, who had fowr ships, three frigates and a brig,

we left Algesiras for Cadiz abot noon, and as the weather was dvwll,



we were & little this side of Pwmta Carnero at nightfall. The night
was blacker than a barrel of tar, buvt as the weather was good, we
didn't mind sailing in the darke Almost all the crew was asleep.

I remember I was in the forecastle talking with my cowsin, Joe
Débora, who was telling me sbout the mean things his mother-inelaw
did, and from there I saw the lights of the San Hermemegildo, who
was sailing to starboard like a shot owt of a carmone The rest of
the ships were going in fronte What we least believed was that
the cassocks had left Gibraltar after ws and were chasing uws3 how
were we to see them if they had their lights extingwished and were
approaching withowt owr being aware of it? Swidenly it looked to me
likewealthongh the night was very dark, I always have had eyesight
like & lynXeee it looked to me like a ship was passing between

ng and the San Hermenegildoe"

"t Joe Débora,'™ I said to my companion, "teither I am seeing
ghosts or we have an English ship on starboard.t™

"Joe Debora looked at me and said, 'Let the biggest mast fall
from the mast hole and split me in two if there is another boat
besides the San Hermemegildo.!"

"twell, in any oase,' I said, "'I am going to the officer
on gquarterdeck.'"

"I hadn't finished saying this, when, whamls.eswe heard the
sweet music of every broadside that was stealing in alongside vse
The entire crew rose wp in one minwbe..e.oach one at his own position.
What a bettle, Dofia Franciscal I'd be so glad if you had seen it



so that yov covld kmow what those things are like. Everybody was
swearing like demons and praying God to p»t a canmon in every
finger to answer the attacke Esgverra climbed to gmarterdeck and
ordered the starboard broadside %o fire. Booml Doomi The starboard
battery fired them, and in & little while thoy answered ms. Bt we
didn*t see in the skirmish that with the first shot they had sneaked
in on ws some devilish "combestive" stuff that was falling all over
owr boat like & rain of fire. On seeing that owr ship was on fire,
or rage dovbled, and wo attacied their Lroadside again, again, and
againe Ah, Dona Franciscal That was a pretiy sight. Owr comander
ordered to take in the sails off starboard in order Lo attack the
enemy ship on boardes Right here I want yov to lknow I was in my
glorye In a twinkling of an eye we got the axes and picks for the
boarding of the shipe The enemy boat was rvwshing on ws, and this
did my old sonl good, because now we wovwld smare them sooner. Take
in the sails, take in the sails off starboarde... what s juleps
1t was getting daylighte The yardems were kissing eech other, the
crews were roady when we hoard Spanish oaths on board the enemy
vessele Then we were all stiff with fright becavse we saw the
boat we were ettacking was the trve Sen Hermemegildo§®

"indeed, that was & fine mess," said Dofis Francisca showing
some interest in the story, “And how were yov swoh asses that you
m?"

"1 will tell yov; we didn't have time to fool with words. The
fire spread from Real Carlos to San Hermenegildo and thens..Virgin



of Carmen, the powder and cannonsi We were lost? 'To the lammches |’
shouted manye. The fire now was even with the Santa Barbara, and this lady
wasn't talking any nonsense. We were swearing, showbing, inswlting

God, the Holy Virgin, and all the other saints, for this seems the

best way to let off steam when yom are filled with rage clean to

the hatclwey."

"Jesus, lMery, and Joseph} What & horror|" exclaimed my mistress.
"And did youw save yowrselves?™

"Forty of us saved our lives in & small boat and six or seven
who gathered instantly from the San Hermemegildo escaped in a dragnet.
Joe Débora enchored himself to a piece of timber and reached the
shore of Morocco more dead than alive,"”

"And the rest?®

"The rest...the sea is large and many people fall in it. Two
thonsand men put owt their fires (died) that day, among them ovr
commander, Ezgverra, and Emparan, the commander of the other vessel."”

"iay God have mercy on me for saying it, but they deserved it
for meddling in those games. If they had been sitting peacefully
at home as God commandsS..e"

"Well, the cauvse of this disaster,” said Don Alonso, who liked
to interest his wife in swch dramatic events, "was as follows: The
English, favored by the darkmess of the night, commanded their ship
Soberio, the lightest one they had, to put owt her lights and station
herself between owr two lovely vessels., She did so, sharply tvrned

her two broadsides, and hastily veered arownd to free herself from
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the contest. The Real Carlos and the Hermemegildo, seeing themselves
hopelessly attacked, firedj but they fouwght each other mtil dewnj;
and just as they were on the verge of rwmning fovwl of each other,
they realized with whom they were fighting, and what Marcial has
just told youw happened."

"oh, how well they made & game of youl" said the lady. "That
was clever, but it certainly wasn't befitting & noble people.™

"what do yow expect?" added Halfeman, "I didn't like them very
well then; but since that night..e « If they are in heaven, I
don't want to go to heaven; jnst let me be dammed for all eternity.®

"Well, what about the capture of the four frigates that were
coming from the Plata River?" said Don Alonso, encowraging Marcial
to continve his stories.

"I was in that, too," answered the sailor, "and they left me
there withovt a lege They canght ws wnprepared then, too, and,
as it was peace time, we were sailing along peacefuvlly like, covnting
the howrs vntil we showld reach home, when suddenly... « I'll tell
yov how it was, senora Francisea, so that yow can see the cvming of
those people. After the battle of the Strait, I set sail on the
Fama for Montevideo, and we had been there a long time when the
rear admiral received the order to bring back a fort'me to Spain
from Lima and Bvenos Aires. The trip was very fine, and the only
mishap we had was & slight fever, which didn't kill so mwch as one
mane We were carrying & lot of money that belonged to the King
and private individvals as well; also we had what we call the

"soldier box", & name given to the pay of sailors who serve in



America. If I am not mistaken, all this was worth abont five million
dollars; and besides we had on board wolf hides, vic'ma wool, Peruvian
bark, bars of tin, copper, and fine woods. Well, sir, after fifty
deys' sailing, we saw land on the fifth of October, and we were
comting on entering Cadiz the following day, when, believe me, we
saw fowr lady frigates appear in the northeast. Althowgh it was
peace time, and owr Captain Migvel de Zapiain didn't seem to have the
least little swspicion, I am &n old dog on the sea, and T called
Deébora and I told him the weather smelled like p'mpowder o mOeses
Well, when the English frigates were near, omr commander ordered to
make clearing for action; the Fama was going in front, and pretty
soon we met & pistol shot from one of the English vessels on the
windward.

"Then the English eaptain talked to we with his horn and told
uSe.eenotice how I admired his frankness... he told us to station
ovrselves opposite for he was going to attack uws. He asked a thousand
grestions, but we told him we didn*'t feel inclined to answer. While
all this was going on, the other three enemy frigates had approached
to ovrs in suwch a way that each one of the English boats had a
Spenish one along the leeward side." |

"Their position cowldn't be better," said my master.

“That's what I say, too," continved Hercial. "The Rear Admiral,
Don José Bustamante, was rather clever, but if I hed been himese «
Well, sir, the English commodon (he meant commodore) sent on board
the Medea one of those little, codfish-tailed officers, who said

that, although war was not declared, the commodon had orders to
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arrest us. This is what comes of being Englishe The battle began
in a little while. Ovwr frigate received the first ship along the
larboard broadside. We answered the greetings; then ecamnon shots
come, and cammon shots go. It's & swre thing that we didn't have
those heretiecs tight in owr fists, for the devil himself went and
set fire to the Santa Barbara de Mercedes and she went mp in smoke,
We were so grieved because of this, and we lost heart. We did not
lack cowrage, bwt that thing they call...morale; that very moment
we knew we were lost. Owr frigate had more holes in her sails than
an old cape; her ropes were broken; there was five feet of water in
her hold; the mizzenmast lay stretched ovt, she had three bullet holes
flvshed with water, and enowgh dead and wommded. In spite of this,
we continved the party with the Englishj bvt when we sew that the
Medea and the Clara were not able to stand the scorching and were
lowering their flags, we crowded sail and retired, defending owr=
selves as best we could. The cwrsed English frigate was faster
than owrs; we couldn't get away; so we had to lower ovur sails at
three o'clock in the afternoon. They had already killed a lot of
us, and I was half dead on the orlop deck because a bullet wanted
to take off my lege They took us to England not as prisoners but
as detained ones; a letter pgoes, a letter comes between London and
Madride It's a swre thing they kept the money, and I am of the
opinion that the King of Spain will see a hair's tip of that
million dollars when I give birth to another legi"

"So that's the way yov lost yowr leg?™ asked Dona Frencisca

sympathetically.



"Yes, senora; the English, knowing that I wasn't a dancer,
thought that one leg wovld be enmough for me. They cared for me
well on the crossing; in Plymowth I was in the mwdgow six months
with the baggage and a warrant to the other world in my pocket.
Bnt God didn't want me to sink so soon; an English doctor pwt this
pegz leg on me, and it is better than the other, becavse my own
used to ache with the damned gomt, and this one, thank God, never
hvrts althovgh they shower it with a volley of grapeshot. In regard
to its solidity, I think it has it although I haven't placed it in
front of en English stern to test it."

"You are very brave," said my mistress. "God grant that you
not lose the other one. He who seeks danger.es "

When Marcial's story was finished, the dispwte concerning
whether my master would go to the fleet or not started againe Donba
Francisce persisted in the negative, and Don Alonso, who was as
gentle as a lamb in the presence of his wife, sought excuvses and
guoted every kind of argmment to convince her.

"But we are only going to see, wife, just to see and nothing
more," said the hero with a suwpplicating glances

"Let's leave off nonsense," his wife answered. "Both of yom
are & good peir of abswrd old fools."

"The combined fleet will stay in Cédiz, and they will try teo
force entrance," said Marcial,

"Well, then," added my mistress, "yow can see the fight from

the wall of Céddisz; bwt in regard to the boats...I say no, and no,



Alonso, in the lerbty yemrs of ow mowriod 1ife you

ke

4

sexr howr so every days)

nw I omwesy Lo yow

% T T P Tl a5 S Bronmr ety W
u,amtvac 11 SEIEVN CR A SIS &’a%‘g.ﬂ.v& LAY :{J?h,

o my Y F‘L,. 4o W Ta wr % BT et Tmatiend m g
WRELEr BBGLy, w8l L die wilho™s havang

i Cué ¥ Look how those orpay «

oee anobiiore 3L the Xipe of Spain world oboy mo, he wonld scud those

ighwmon abows thelr byvginess and wovid soy Lo thom, Yy doar st

Jocts ayre not here for you to amvse ;qm‘mtelms ith thome Dave &

batile with each obhor i you wanb to playts hat do yon thinlk?
Althoveh § oo fool, I well Imow what ths drovble isy thed Jirst

concvl, emperor, amlien, or whabtover he is, wants to altack the

3y andy &6 ho doesn'h have sy coureot

. iy v By Fumad ot L. - wr S e T W ¢ P .
be wanhs So trick svr good Elng dwbo lending hdn hisy the trvhh

5 ¥Rritime warss TOLL o, wieb ls

those Tmpldsh done vs before Lhose devilish doeds
Thes Iayecial has Jreb Told we? Ak, 1P they wvomld listen to whet

I say, Lr. Jopepavbe would o the war slope, and 48 ho wouldetd

o wonldnts fight 4Lt
TIE ie Lyve,” ®ihat tho alliance with France
is eausing ve & lov of trovbley Por if there is any advanbase,

b{l
;
s
23
{3

or o ally while all the disasters sre for ve."
*Then, hopeless Tools, why can thouse birds in this war pub

- 80 excited?”




The henor of ovy nabicn io ab sbake,” answered Don Alonsc,

m pune nized W in this dense, 1t would e & disgraes Yo ¢vrn backs

<

2

wag in Da ”ii ot bhe chzistoning of my cousints

o

Tast month vhen |

p?

3

darchtor, Chwrrvea salid to me, 'This alliance with France, the domn

.} -

troaty of San Idelfonso, whieh has been oonverbed iunbo a sxwboidy

$roaby throwgh the eleverncss of Domaperte and the wealness of

a

codoy, will bo owr ruin, vAll be the rmin of o fleed, and thorolore

he vein of o colonlos and commores in foorics if God doesnt't

) 3
ey

orovent lbe  BU6 in spite of everything, we mwist zo one LAl
acded Doha Ironeiscn, "thab that Prinee of Peseo

’,

he doggnts vuderstond, Look &0 hint

bt}
Yt

medveated many Ty brother, the archdoscon, whe is a follomor of
Prinee Ferdinand, asays Wwb Ure Godoy is the sovwl of & wine pitchor,
that bo bas rever strdied Latin or theology, and his entire huowledge
congistes in playing the griter end dencing the gevet in Gwoenby-two
differest wayse IU lools beo mw 1lilte he hms boon made prime ministor

on the greces of his probiy laccs This is the wmay the allnirs of
Spain ere gpoings scon hwager and more h'nger, everything se high,
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"You san go o 06diz too," said Don Alonso, anxievs be aromse
some enthrgissn in bis wife,"yov ocun po Lo Florals howse, snd from
whe bay window yon can waloh the battle, the smoke, tho powley
flaghes, the Tlagbess o That is very pretiy.”

s yon, thani yoo so mnghl I wovld fall dead from frights
e are griet and pescel™l lere; he who soeks danger perishes in ita®

Thus ended that conversabion, the dotails of which I have kopt
in my semory in spite of the poassing of dime. It often happens that
the very remshbo s¥periences of sur childhood remair inpreved in owme
msivation with grecier steadfestness Lhas those w*rmh oeorred in
gur matvrity whern veason dopiznles ovr sentel powerse

Thes night Don Llonss and Farcial continwed tallking dvring those
shoyt fmﬁgwﬁl& in wiich Dont Fromeisen left them slone. Then she
wonk tn the papish %o abbend the novens in zecordance wﬁ;ﬁh@r devons
wrshom, both ssilors breathed a sigh of veliel like two mischicvous
school boys o' of thelr tencherts sipght. They shnt themsolves wp
in the oifice, took ovwh some meps and wore examining then atteativelys
then they read certain papors on which were recorded the nsres of

3ish vessels witk the nmymber of their canpons énd crows. During

thoir heated conference in which very excibed commenbe altermated
with the readimp, I noticed that they were devising the plan of o
navel oombabs

Varcial was imiteting with gestywres of his srm and & half the
adveanco of the squedrons and the oxplosion of the broadsidesi with
his head, the roclking of the strugpling shipsy with his body, the

fell of the sinidng ship*s sidej with his hand, the reising aud



'
&,

lewering of sigoal {lags: with a light whistle he mimicked the
boatswsin's ovders with the Llows of his peg leg apgainst the floor,
the poar of o cannong with his stmasoring Longre, the o8sns and
strange shovbs of the bLabtle. 48 my pmsbor wae aidiag him with the
proatent of gravity, I, svomsed Ly his exmnple, also wished to add
my bit and thoroby give expression to my intense need of noiss making,
whiech is an sbeolivbe necessiVy in the lives of childrene

On seeing the excitemsnt of the Lwo sailors, I, btoo, was »muble
to coxbrol my fecling, and I began Lo Uwra ¢iycles throvgh the roone
{(The inbimey with « ahial wmy saster treated me in his home gave me
liberty o bolwve iz such & pamers; Vith wy hoad sod srms I
iudbeted Cho position of & vessel hevling the wind, sud at thoe sene
Thee with a hoarso vwoice 1 shoviod & resovnding Looml boonf to
wlnde the somud of camnon shoboe. Iy worthy masber and the crippled

seilor, ag childlike as I on tiat occasion, paid wo abbteution to vhet

i wai doing, foy thoy were teo ougressed in their own thovghtse Tow
I 1" e larghod on recalling thal sconol ow frve it is (with all dve

respect Yo my mastor) bhat tho onthiuslasm of old age makes children
of old men and brings asgain the anbics of tho credis to the very
cdge of tho gravel
they were vory involved in their conforence when they heard the
footsteps of Dol Francisca retwning from the novenke
“the is conimgl” oxelaiuwsd Uarcial with Gorrore
ith feigned compostre they instantly pvl away their plens and

started talking of trivial mabbers. Bwh as juwvenile blood cannob



be calmed as swddenly, I didn't observe the entremce of my mistress
soon enomgh, end T continved my pert showis, "The rampart to star-
beard} Lwff} The broadside from leewsrdl Firel Boom, boom}" She
ocame at me furiowsly, and withowt any warning the broadside of her
right hand strvek me on the stern with svech good aim I sew starse

"You, tool" she exclaimed, flogging me pitilessly. "Now, yonu
see," she added, darting a fiery glance at her hmsband, "you are
teaching him to lose respect for me," and twrning to me she stormed,
"Do yor think yom are still in the Calets, bvsybody?"

The dispwbe ended in the following mamner, Making no attempt
to defend myself against swech & svwperior enemy, T lowered the fleg
of my dignity end tearfvlly snd shamefwlly retired to the kitchens
Dona Francisea pwrswed me with a shower of repeated blowse I anchored
in the kitchen and began to ery as I sadly meditated over the vme
fortmate owboome of the navael combets



CHAP IR ¥

In hor opposition to the foolish detormination of her hustand,
Dofia Frepecisca 4id not rely only on her arp'wents previovsly sxpresseds
besides those she had encther very powerfvl ome, which she was oo
wige Lo mac in the preceding couversshione

5ot the resder does mot know it, and I am going to explain it
nevrs 1 think I have written that my master and mistress had one
davghbers Her nfme was Dosites che had joh possod her Fifteenth
birthday end was Jush o it older than I. Her meariage to a young
ertillery officer, nmuusd Islespina, was already arrangefls. fe weg
8 pexbey of & fanily in Vediraefidorde and distently relabted to my
wistress. The wodding had been set for the last of Oetolor, amnd
cvne can sop that the absonce of the bride's fabher on siuch o solemo
vecasion would have been inadvisables

1 an going 4o tell sowething sbovs my sefiorita, hor sweebtheard,
their love affalr, and thelr approsching weddinge ARl here oy
nemories beconms nelancholy end evoke strange, persistent iveges
which aeem to have cowe from another worldy I do not lmow ii the
emotions am.is':ene& in my bired heart bring e joy or p&;hu These
byrning wemories which seem Yo glow btoday in my brain, like tropionl
Tlowers travsplented from the Irozen Workh, sormetimes wake we lavwgh
and yeb offen make me wonderess » 576 lob ws tell them for the
vonder may Sire of annoying reflections which are of imbercst to
only one mortale

rosite was vory pretiys I remember her beawty perfectly, bwh

it wovld be vory 4iflionli to describe her fenbywres. I cap sce hoy
5
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thest oarli-

seem 5o hove seglired in the eradle or fe have

vorcholess, I onm net golag o

7 hes hocome somothing indefinite, sonpe

thing indefinable, and nothing opeapes spprociasion more than the
desoviphion of onc's denrost ideal

The firet timw I sty Fosibe I thowv she belonged %o & svperior

crder of creabmres. I shall explain my ides so that yov car marvel

at ny sinplieiiye hea wo wore ohildron snd & new baby chwe inbo the

E

vorld, the older poople wovld Lell wg it wmo Trowhi fron France,

lande I, doceived like all the obhers coucerning svweb

2

> vy of perpeb

believed that

o

box 1ike bomdle of harduaro.

1 inferved

have come fran the shne Toctory

all of 8 e fYofee. 00 18 U0 S8ye.ofrvom Paris or Inglend

-

S U SR, S RS W S 3 gedegnsd g g - T
g convinced that there exighed some cuchonbed hige i don vhere divine

artisans bvew how o design gwelh beavrdifvl specimens of hivmend
& we wore ohildren, althongh of different soeliel class, soon

R

we trested gach obhor with the trvst sormon Lo childhoods

pley with hey and endw r lmperbinencios,

yere shuy, for noh oven in geoes was the digparity of pwr

gition overlocked: she was alwnye scfiorite aud T was alvnys gors
2 o
lomer role, and i thorve were blows, it lsa'h

1

roooived theie




T uod to go wait for her Lo leave the school bmilding snd
secoxpany hor bhome. This tosk was vy sWwenw Joys snd whon I wasg

bosy with sozg moxpocted work, and mm happy assigrment was ziven
Lo sngthor, I thowpht T was svffering the bibbervest disappointment

4had fabe wovld ever force e to besr. I ggraaﬁest delight was %o

Y T BN i
oiinb bhe o

o tpee in the patio and gathor the blosvoms on the

s

host branches for hery T wovlde't have traded this position Jor

v

that of 2 king on o golden throne. 7 con reperber ne happiness

greaber than thabt I vsed bto fecl ae I chessd her in that Jmmorbal
g of hldew ardegooks I she vean like & gezelle, I flew likeo a
bird to enbeh hey coorer and scized her by any part of her body theb
I could grasp. Then the roles were roverscd aud ghe becsns tho P
swer and I thoe sovght one, the innovent pleaswes of that svbline
ghane were repoated; and the derkest end wgliest cornor, where I
hid with & Tearfvl snd trombling hoart Lo awedit 4he boveh of her
encer arns, was a trve paradiso for ree I shell add thet I never
hed one thovght or emotion on these oecasions that 4id not emanate
frem the immoeent prlty of childhooda
Lud what shall I say of her sonp? Fronm esyly childhood she
sang Sho Yolo® nnd Teamna® {(Andelreisn sonps) with the skill and
beariy of the nightingele *\*‘wss perfoct artlstry is vnlearned and
mpracticed. Hveryone proised her delent,and they veed to gatheyr
in 1ittle mrompg So lisber to heri bt Lhelir applavses offonded ne,
and I would heve nrcfermu +hat sho be silent ip the preseuce of
othorse The melenchely 4rill of her song was oven pore sollensd

by the inmecence of her young voice. The roverberabing neten were

42



lost in the creseondo ound dicd sway as it Plowed dowward szain in
& low ovrnnr.  Jey preic ssemed Lo come from the throat of & bird
thet hed goared to the very doors of heaven and rebvined bto sing
for movrtal cprs. Ly soul, Dollouing the somd of her voice, socmed
vﬁﬁez@mﬁ with the mwoll of the voslie, hanp stspended on the vibrate
ing tones, end conbract as the melody died swaye Her voice alfected
me so strangely, ospecially in the prosonce of others, thet I svifored
actval physical paine

As 1 bave sald, we were almost the sams age, for she wie only
elght or nine zenths older thar I. Dt I wng smexl'l and frail vhile

ghe developed vigorowslyy consegrently &b the ond of my three yesrst

sidense in their haoe, sho looked mixwh older thon I. Those thros
years paesed withort ovr svepecting that we wers growing vp, and o

sever interyopbeds Ac she was move nischiowvons than I,

hey wother scolded hor and tried to mple her work bt with very little
SUCCEERy

At the end of Sthree years I noblced that iy adoved sciorita woe
gprowing larser, and heor beavhy was matvrings her face was livelier,
friler, warmers her large yos, mOre OXg msaimﬁ her glance, firmer
and sbeadicrs I do not know whethor hor movepenta wore iightor or
noby bt they were certainly chahgad, althovgh I ac;ovl_fi net then, nor
can I pow dotermine how they were differonte §nt nons of these
changes bowildered me so mweh ag the {:mnsi‘ﬁnr#ﬁitm of her voieo which
acquired o corbain clear gravily very different frow the frolicsome,
happy soresch with which she msed o eall ps, and which poscessed the

power of mpsetting my jrdement and foreing me to Lovgob my dwhies for



hor stawe The bd becmsg o rose, sud the pwps o butbord

AT

Onoe wory disesl day oy 33tLle odgbress appeared bofore me In @
long drosse Thet Sraasfigwration alfected ve go that I did nob spoek

Ao word the entire diyss.] W82 oo soriows as o man whe had boen

- resenloent egalust her wag so greet thah in

C mysolf that the repid growih of my little

Thore awakonod in wo & bvwaing seeret fever,

he silence

il

7 with myseld om that svbject in
of wy sloeplescnescs. The thing that distrrbed me most was the couplete
change in ehmvactor wvhich & fow yards of ¢loth had prodreed. That

wrotehod day she spoke fo we in a forral bone and provely ordered ne

{oven shewing displeasrre) to do the things 1 least liked to doj and

sha, who go sony times had boen an acepmplice and 2 shield in oy idlew
noee now reprooched me for belng lazy. And in all these things thers
was nob one swmile, or leap, or snbticy thore was mo vées, no dencing
of the oles nover d4id she lWdde from e for me Lo scek hersy nover did
sho prebend to Le angry jvueb bo langh afberwardss there was no little
garrel, nob oven o tiny slap from her little hends Terrible crisis

ivto o wongn, aud I conbinwed to be & chillde
¥

thet the frolics and games ended. Fo longor

tree, and the hlossoxs now grow trang<illy, free

© enbmoret srespy its leoaves developed viporovsly and itz bonphe

e perfone lvwaveiovsly illed the alre Fo lonmger d4d we rvn thyewgh

thoe patioy no longer did T snecompany hor from school as provd of gy

=

gcorzaiseion ag Lf I had defendod her frem fui entire army inbent on

3

site wnlied with dhe »hmogh

taking her from mo. Hrom thel Linme oun Bo



e
s

poise and gravitys seversl tiwes I moticcd thoat she took paing nob
to ghow even ap inch above hey beeif~l ankley and bthis syvebon of

srbivl concealuent was an offense to the dipnity of one who had seen

much highers T lavph now when T consider how my heart tsed to alwost
breal fronm those thingss

Bt sbill move terriblo misfortmes wore Lo occhrs Ono Gay
duping this yoar of hor trancformation, At Fardina, Tosario {he
Cook, Yarcial, and other persons amons the servabs wore bwaily
tallking abowh some soriows meblere T epplied uy 4ilisent ear apd X
learned that alerming vwmors were abroads the sclorita wes soing o
e parrieds The thing was wnbward of, for I didn't coven lmow ehe
cbiwarte IvH et that time all thoe parents arvanged the

s and i% is o wonder more Cidn't tvrn c:"?t Bedlye

Yell, & vo frow o great Jasily asked for hoy band, and

my magher and mistress preanted his reavests %his vowmg man oane
&4 ¥

o thelr howee, accompanied by his parente who helé the title of

some govmb or nerdeis, Yhe sviber wae wenring a warine wiforn ag

he belonged to the marinvs, b in splte of svch olegani dress, he
bhad v rather displeasing appetrance. e mrst have seswed so Lo
my little mistress, for from the firsh she showed a reprgnanse
toward that wedding. Her mother tried o convince her, bub in
veing ghe veminded her of heyr sweotheart's pood telents, his lLofby

2

linenge, and bis great wealthe The girl was nol ooavineed, and she

et these indvicements with other vory scneible srpwmentss

tet the little rescal was silent on the main point and the

3
i

rrds poind was thabt she hod ancther sweethoars whom she tryly loveds
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e

This obhey ons was an arikillery officer naned miac) “aleosping, of

vory niec spposrence and hendsome bwilde Iy Little wistress had web

iz in chvreh and ¢his Srogcheorovs love hed seized her while shw s

for the temple, Lucevse of ito poebic and wmyshorlons ghre

[

s alunye bosn o sniteble plece for the evmkening

vy

in crets heart. dsveral T nobiced that Falespice wms hovering
sbovt the howse, and this love affair wos disemssed so mich in Teler
ot the other gvitor heard abort 1%, and they challenped each other

to o dmle My sostor snd mistress learned sverything

en the news
reached the howse that Ualespina hed mortally womded hds rivals

1 wes herribles. The indense reliriovs feelings o

The sow
@y masber and nistress vere so ovbreged by that deed thet they covld

-

not hide vthe snger, and Vosite wvas the chiof wicbine

monthe psssed, thoe mo‘m&. noaled; and as leleospina was slso & wellbora
end wealthy men, theve arsse a cerbain favorable conjecture thaet he
might bocome o menber of the hovscholds. The paresbts of the womded

3 £

san broke the oa and in tvrn the fetheor of tho viebor ape

peared et the home to ask for the hﬂ.“.. £ yy Little mistrese forv

hie sone AfLer some delay, A:zs reqrest wan granted.

gr the oldor "'ia agplon was there. 7o was o vory

&

-

thin ezl drevn old zarn with & smisteoat of thirbky <=alars wasy wakoh

fobe, an lomense jockol, and e long sharp noso with wideh he appesred

4o sawll these vhe were owaversing with hinme Fo balked wish his

olbows and be wonldnts ot the others pt In v single words Ho did
all the talling and he ellowed nothing to be praised for he always

o

onded by eaying bo hed ‘*'“""ahm g elso bettores Trom the vory {ireh,



I considered him & voin and ¢ m*i i opan, and leber, I sawr him
cloarly ss svehe Uy master and ;mist;wss received him as well ag
his son who cise with hinm, with cousiderations. Vroo then on the
swecthonrt conbinved comling to the howse every day alewe or in the
company of bis fabhers

There was & new chengo in py 1iktls wistrevs. Hey indiffercuce
was 8o mrked as Lo toveh mpon conbompbe Thep for the first tise I
renlized the himbleness of my positien, and I evrsed it. 1 triod to
mhke myself nndersband that Ghose who vere really stpericor had the
right Lo this swporioriby; and with angwish I wold ask nysell if
it was fedr for others o be neoble, rich, and wise while my linesge
wes the Celele, and my only possossion my body and my bare ability

the remard that my brra alfpetion yoceived, I

i eonld sspire iv the world, and only later

4id I leorn that the firn conci nd conshant efford
world give v porhaps everything thab I 4id uob possesce
in vigw of the coolnces with which she treated me, 1 losh cons

fidence, snd I did pob dare Lo open vy lips in her presonce, and I

5"’;)

felt o ovch deeper swe of her than of hor parounbs. Meavwhile I
attentively ohwerved the indiceticns of love which wers mesbering
hers ¥ hcn he was lebe, I seaw hor impatient end sads at the slichtw
ast unise which might indicete the approach of sompons, her beariie
fvl fece glowed, and her black eyos glistoned with anxiety and hopes

o

I he oobered at lest, 1t wes ipposcible for her to hide bor joy, and

7 they wonld telk o each other hovrs and hows, eeetilwoys in the

sy ol Dona Francigen for sho would nob olleyr oy sshorite Lo




well bo his alone or ab che window grabinge

Lise theve was & long corvespondence, and the worst thing abovt

o

. was T was the pegscongor boy fov the two loverss That sade ne so

-

Sucl

angrys hecording to the comborsign, I wovld go ovt into the plaszs,
pnd thore I wovld meet sofiorito Unlespirne os prmebmal as & cloel,

nd he would give we & mossage for wy scnorita. I carvied ovh Hhis
mission aud she would give z¢ another letbor to take to bime How
aften I felt the tempbation to bhuran those lobiers end not deliver
them to thelr destinations Bt heppily I had enewh selfwcontrol

vo withstand this wgly sugrosbion.

I dontt need to say that I hated lYaleospine. A8 soon as I saw

bim enter the house, my bleod boiled, and whorever he ordercd me o

do ﬁmﬁum 2 L wemld 4o it in the worst way possible so as Lo show

This indifforence, which %o t‘s:za. seorwd

sudden imprlse of inmtegrity commen only to
v sore reprimands, and ospecially eavaed

wy seTorite Lo witer some words whieh plorcod ny hoartd like painfvi
thorns, One time she said, "This litdle boy is so spoiled thed it
will be meceasary bo send him o of the howse. TFinally the day
WGAE S9% fs:‘ez: the wedding, and a1l the events thot I have told took
place ”mmm this appoinbed day,.ssinelvding the plen of my mestors
For this reason, one vill ceeily woderstand that DoBie Frouciscs had
powerivl reasong, besides the poor health of her hvsband, for pro- |

verssing hinm fron going to the flect.



VI
fn the day following the licks Dols Framcisen, inclbed by the
show of @y irvoverenco and her profornd hate for maritize warisre,

appiicd ve wmo, I scoompanied py master omn his noonduy walke I vas

holdizg his arm and Vareisl wes wallking ab his sides Yo were golng

along slowly in accordance with the feeble tread of Don Alonso, and

the poor skill of the sailor's artificial loge This progession re-

gsepbled that of nn vwnstable palamgnmin in which a grow of old and

mobhmenbonr seints threaten to fall 4o the zrowmé ss soon as the
mce of these who are ¢arrying them is gwichorede The twe old aon
possessed mobhing gvick and theifby oxcept their heearts, which Dmee
bionmed like pamechines fresh Trom the fachory. These hearbs were like
magnotic needles, which in spile of their strong power end exnct
movenent, oonld nugt guecescfvlly navigate Yhe old and demaged hnill
in which they wore oubarked.

Poring their walk =y waster firsgt declarod with his wswal gelie

naswranes thet if Adoiral Cordovs hwd conpmyded bo heave Lo larbosrd

ingkend of sborboexrd, the Dabtle of the ;
Yogts then be bogsn talliing abovt his aforesaid plane Althowsh they

did not speak clearly, since I was in front, I leernecd throvg: some of

tholr discomectod words thei they wore polng So abienpt bto pvt their
plan inbto exeovbilon on the sly by neatly leavisg the hovse one moraing
withovt Dofp Francices's Imowlodooe

{3

- TORTIINGH Nome 8

here vory 4ilfer

w0 wes alvays exbresely agreeabls

’1
¥

syp thoap ever so that daye Fo applavded overyd



said, however imsigpiliennty wibth wmvimely lawghtors As woll ag I

-

her, he even gove her some foolish brinkeds, and his cvery act

d to noke hor happye Povbltless beeavse of this sare

diligent pleasantnoce, my sietress was more "mpoverneble end quare

releome then I had evor seen hers Do honoreble settlement was
posoiblos Por same vsclosc reason or othor she gharrelled %&izh
ereiel mnd showed hinm the noarest deooyry she a&iiﬁ’ terrible things

wo her hwsband, toos and dwring tho meal, alihovgh he pralsed ovory
dish with wvsval wernth, the implacable deme did not sbop grmbling.

Then the hovr for prayisg the rosary errived, & vory selemm asct
which took place in the dining room with all the hovwsohold in atbend-
sgce, my mastor, who was aceugtomed to fall asleep lazily mwmwring
the Lord's Prayor, that nisht was very vigilent and prayed persistently,
making bis voice hemrd above all the othors.

Anether thinp happened that I revembsr very clearly. The walls
of the hovege wers adornod with two kinds of objocte . prints of saints
and DS the colostial covrt on one side and all the ses charts of
Irypope and Amorics on the obtheres Afber eabing, my mastor was on the
porch looking ot & novigation map end tracing with his breshbling Pinger
the lines when Dofa Francisca, who had & tiny shapiclon of their plans
for escape, {sho wo¥ld shovt to high hoaven whenevor she camghb hin in
the very act of his namiical enthwsissm) came vp from behind hin and
raising her arms oried owk, "mn of God) Indeed you aro leooling foy
mel Bob I swear if you are looking for me, yov will find me®

fhvt wowen," said my master trembling, "I was here looking at

- P p
the sen chart of Alcals 2alisne end Yoldes on the scoonere Sitid



and ¥eMosno v

pretby Toyages I think I

1

vortd betbor be thinking on oldl
ehildl theh 8 &

I

fhe didnp't sbop with thin.

onbey wheb:

porgon o ot by devonstesbing

ien they went to inspeet !
o bold
ing to bhera

L TOUREeS

REL, blessed ¢ Uﬂ\,

mistress wanbed

7
iy

It was & wvery
yort ahovh 3

all those silly papers,” added

exd the Jew dog who luvented thehe

i thing g5, for yov certainly are no

what o =zan]?

I wos also walking nearby, ol I

(4]

her rage on my hmghle

elastieity of wy esrs ard the

of ber hands. These eoresses ocevrred so froquently thab
1 donds romembor whebhor § recoived any on thal cecasion or mob; byd
i do revember that wy sehor in spite of ng rodevbled bis effability

did nck s'ceeed in scothing

>

I haven't said anyithin

wow that she wag very sad

that day or writben any letter

&y
el

the plezs were riie Hight

heart of Resita, for now Lthere

following duys ;g

for svpper,

gave mo the provonition

s
o Tay B nien
IGY DA

i

g abont

hecage

R 74
evly, altor orders
strong Imocks sovmnded on

Y, ‘“ A i i o 1P ey, -
it3 it wos hea. Ivon hefore

1138 mBlo.

my little mistresse Vell, you way

sanoy tValespine hadn't appotred
and all zy little ingriries for him in
camy, and with it ocame sedoess bto Lhe

s no hope of seeivng him wmbil the

wd alresdy beon given

. Lo sangus B
the door and I wenmt ryosd

I opened the door, the halred I felb

& prosence. 1L seems that 1

stooed belore me, shaling his eape web by the raln.

pys resall him as he looled on that

v thet he was o btroly



fied r:

aome yovng wan, of flve physiqre, geatecl breoding, and pleasant

cornbonance, with that grave and somevhel provd comrbesy of the
de*aﬂ:zy of long ago. That nipght he wes weoring & riding cowb,
short breeches with tcots, & Protwgrmse hab, a very handsone cape
of fire soarlet cloth limed with 8ilk, which st Tthat time was the
most oleghnt garert anong the yomag nete

ke soon as he entered, I knew sonebthicg was wronge He wont
straizit to the dining room and 81l Ture greatly swrprised to soo
him gt bhet bovwr, for he hmd nover twfore been thewe &% nighb. Uy
1ithkle misbress qriekly roalized thed svch sn ymexpoched visit was
due to 'mpleasant news.

"I gone te tale lenwve of you,” seid Valespinne Broryons was

spsasehlses with agbonishesnt, and Zosite tywrned whiter then the

aper on which I em weibing, then ved g5 8 berry, and then pale

Wont is the meiter? There are yoo going, Dou Fefasl®” my

mistross eshods

I should have enid thal Malespins was sp artillery officer on
loave in Vejer althovzh he was .garris@;ié;s; in C4dine

as the flest lacks personnel,” he odded, "they lLeve ordersd
w3 to seb gall to do service theres It ic beliowed Wmat the combel
is ineviteble, and tho majority of the ships lack artillerymond

"logsus, nry, and Joseph ' exclained Dofis Frenciscn, more desd

then alives "And go shey sre talking yo» away Lool T like

thatl 31t you ave on land dwiy, =y friepd. Tell them to 'mdorsiond



&

thety if they doutt have men, lot thom look for thome Vell, thalb
surely is o good joke."

Yo, woman," said Don Alonso timidly, “don't yow see that it
is necessary?"

He @ézﬂi& ot conbine, beeavse Toba Frencises, losing complete
contrel of her Gouper, addrossod a1l the enrthly powers, adding,
verything seems fine Lo :;jfi)-‘!},‘ provided it hes anything o do with
those warshipss, Bnt who, b6 whe is the hellish devil that hasg ordered
the land of*ficc"‘s o go on bosrd? Don't tell moy thet's thoe bvsiness
of lire Ronapartes. 1o one else covld heve devised swoh deviltrys It
eonldn't Do auy others IUE yoo zo aud dell them that yor are geoing
to get sarrieds Lel's see,” she added, addressiag her husband, “you
m-ite to Gravisa and tell him that this young men cen't go.”

And when ghe saw her husband shrvg his shovlders to indicato that
the mattor was extremcly grave, she conbinved, " Yaﬂ;@ aren't good for
apythingl dJesws) If I wore trovsers, I wovld po myself e é’ééiz, and
get you out of this scrapaes”

Rosite mmen't saying & words I, who was wabching her stleonkively,
noticed her great epitation. She uover Gook her cysa off her swogbe
heart and only her covrigovs breoeding and braining preventod bither
bears which wmight aid in alleviatiag the pain of her trovbled hotrbe

"golodiers,” said Dou flonso, "sre slaves ko their dvty, and ow
mative covzbry domends this yowng man Lo set sail Yo dofend here In
the uext ecoubat you will & n veh glory and you will make yovr rome

femong by some deed that Will o down in history as an exemple for



frvure gonorabiong.”
*Yos, swo, svre,” sald Deva Freneisva, mimieking the grandile
ogrent tone with which wy »aster bad spoken these last words. "Yes,

et all feor wiet? Socavse It is the corazy whim of those dvwllards for

F=

Yoadrids Let thew cowe sid shoot the canrons and fight the war. Vhen
ars yoo leaving?”

"Tomoyrows Thoy have reovoked my leswve and ordered mw to sppeer
immediately in C64iz."

It is icpossible for ¢ to paint with words or wriltisg what I sow
in my poor sefiorita's faece when che heard those wordse 7The two sweobe
hearts looked at r—:aen other a lonp time and & sad silence followed the
apnovpeenent of the approsebing departiwre.

"This can't be endvred,™ seid Dofle Frazeischs “Soon they will be

&2,

earrying off the eivilians, oud then the women, if they take & notion.

Pather," she continved, leoking Lo heaven with en expression of piety,
"1 do not mean to offend Theo il I say demmcd be the sea on which they

sail, and mere dammed bo ko who made the first cennon to give those

g reporbe that drive poor women eragy ard kill so many dear ones who

bhevoall done auy wrongs"

Dou Alounse looied at Vulespine, hoping to find in his face an
expression of protest againet the insvlta directed et the worthy
artillorys Alterwards he suid, "The ships probably leek good meberial
alse, and it would be DPEtilvless”

¥areial, who heard the conversation from the door, covlid nod

restrain himself and he entered saying, "het do we needf



"Pho Tripidad has 140 r.,am@n, %2 are thirty-six millimetorss 34,
twenty=Lovr millinmeters; 36 are twelve millimetors; 18, cight; and
10 ghell gums of twenty=fovr millimeters. 7he Principe de Astwrias
bag 118 capnong the Santa Ana, 1203 the Dayo, 1003 the Hepomvoeno,
the Sane n%ﬂ

"o told you to tend to this buwsiness, sefior Yarcial?" ewclainmed

Dol Proncisea, "what doss it matber Lo we if they have Fifty or eighty®

Yarcianl eontinved, in spite of her barange, his loyal emwmerations

voico and addressed only my zasber, who 4id not dare

to express his approvale

she conbinved telldag thws, "Brb, Don fafael, don't go, for God's
sakee Say that you beleng on land, thal yov are going to be marvrioed.
if Mapoleon wants wear, let him fight it alonsg lot bin come and sy,
thore 1 we #3111 me, Unglish peontlomen, or give wp killing for oy
gake.t Thy wmnst Spein be ovibject to the silly fenecies of this

sentlezan?™

“really,” said Uelesping, Yow allisnce with France has beon dig-
asbrovs so fare”

Ygell, why did they malke ib? They asposk the bLrveh who sy that
Godoy is an ignorant oane § gress he believes he com govern a pation
u playing a gritars”

[ty

After the Teace of Facol," continved the yowry mon, “we were

G

forend bo Lecons £ for they domplished o Dloeb

2

hovted Don Alongo, atrilking the teble mith his

had eorpdered the shipe %o heave o lorbosrd,



[#¢]
[a)

vo the nwet simple laws of sbroatogy demand, vichbory wovid have been

npficient nvwher of bimes, and I sade

” iy €] e ol BeBaae &, . v ¢ s ¥ %
my epinien evident ot the time of the combabe Leb euch one shoy ab

1t is certainly trve that the battle was lost," added alesping.
L]

Mihis disnateor wovld not buve beon of great compegrences if the Tovrk
of 8psin hadn't approved of the Treaty of Idelfonso with the ¥ronch

Hepwblie, for that pvt 7a at the merey of the gt Conswl and foreced
ws o lenmd him aid in wars which were of an interest ouly to him and

nis voin subhitions The Peace of Amiens was only & triee. zland and

france declared war ageling; and thon Tapoleon demprded ovr help. T
warted to be mevbtral, for that {reety did not oblipate vs in eny way
for & second wary but he soliecitated ovr assistance so persistently

=

vhat the Ting, in order to satisfy him, had o agree to give Trance

thowsand dollars which vas eqvivolent to brying
lde Ut we did not even by it thone

we were hwled into woare England

®

forend we dnbte it by inopporbinely seizing fovr frigates coming from

»,

tmerice louded with weolthe &A0%er that piraticnl act the only rew
gowrse left o the Jowrd of Medrid was teo throw itsclf inte the arus
of Yapoleon who wenbed this very thinge Ovr navy was &t the whin of
the First Consul, nmr an emperor, who, sspiving to conguer the Tmglish
threwvgh deceit, ordered the cowbined floet to leave Vartinigre with
the ides of dwawing the British sailore from Ivropes Uy this stratepy

be dwbended bo zecomplish & covebed landing on thig islandy byt sveh



[¥4]
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& fine plom sorved ocnly to roveal the lack of skill and eowardice of

the French admiral, whe on robvrring $o

visberre with

tho glory of the B

te the orders of the omperor, the combined flect shovld Lie i
T is seid that lJopoleon is Turlons with his eaduiral and inkends de
reliove hin Lo (;w‘ relya

frds according whnt Shoy soy," replied Parcial, mddiry his

for sn ach

s Loy ity and he's loold:

ol ey Lo

favlise I am glad, for in that woy it
4 who oan'ie”

- x

pred Pelespinz, Ythet the English fleet is

I

approaching, and or the pyrposs of blockading Cédize The Spanish

3

zailors aro of the opinion thet o fleet onght pot Lo loave the bay

whiere there are possibilities thal wo ney congver.
soous dotermined to leavel"”
Yie shall soo,” seid my mestere "It will bo a gloriovs combatb
in evary waye' |
"¢lorious, yes," acswered Valespinf. ™09t who cen be svre thatb

its ovboome will e fortwuabe? Yoy sailors heve many dreans, snd

perhaps, beeavsc yov view the sitmebion teoo close at hand, yov do nob

realize the huferioriiy of ow eqiiyment in compirison with that of

n addition to & svperb ertillery, bhave everything

thelr lessos guicklye Lot's not sey anyshing

to personnel; thet of oy enomy is mevrpassed, compusod

entively of oxpericnced end expert men, while many of the Spenish



ships are mauned mostly by o boedy of frivoloms, lazy men who scareely
lmow their duty. Yor is owr infentry division & model, for the wacant
positions have been £illed with land forces, very brave, dovbtloss,
but ensily made sessicl”

"iell,” said my mester, ™within & few days we shall lmow the ovbe
coue of 2ll this”

"1 alvendy mow what the omboome will oM cbaorved Doz Froanciscs.

i1 &,

Vitkewt fell, those gentleomen will say they have atiaiped mweh glory

sud will rebvrn home with broken hondss”

"romeri, what do yor mean by that?" asked Dop Alonse, withovt being
sble Lo conbrel = swdden it of anger that lasted only an instant.

“Fore than youl' she grickly amsworeds. "Bt porheps God will wish
o save you, Delfmel, to rebtwrn safe and counds”

This conversation took place dwring svpper, which, needless Lo say,
wog & vory sad meals ond afber the lamst remarks, the feovr porsoms did
not say o words After suppor the wory tender farewell took place, and
as & spocial faevor befitting that wnhappy occasion, the kind pavents
left the swoothesrte alone to take lfaave of cach other go that no
retioonce might force them o omit some word capeble of partly asswpging
thelr deep gorrows Ac I was voable Lo be present eb this scene, I am
waware of mweh that happened there; howevor, it can easily be pres'msd

shat there were all the endearments Imegineble for sach othere

zlospion left the room, he wes as pale s & dead mtu. e
took letwe of ny master snd misbrese, who crbreced bim affectionately,

L

and he wenb awaye. then we wend to ovr 1ittle mistress, we fovuud her



2 st of bours. So groat was hor grief thab Yhe conseling words

e
?:4.'

By

her kind parsuts conld not comfort her, nor did the cordial which
I herriedly brovght frso the drwg store soobthe Ler nsrres. I coniess
sk 1 was oincerely prieved on seelng the whappiness ef the poor
lovers, and doep within wy heart I was asheuwmd of the hatred I had
fglt for ¥alespimae The heart of a child forgives emsilys and mine

ws not ons of those least disposed to sweel and kind sentinmontse



On the followins morning & great s'wprisc was being preparod for

me, vwl the grestest rage of her life was in sbore for my md i otross
When I erose Don Alonso wae in an excellent ghate of hwwre, and his
wife was more irriteble then »svele Vhen she went Lo mmes with Rosits,
1 noticed my mastor hvrriedly thrvet some shirbs, other articlos of
clothing, and his "piform into e valise. I helped him, and it all
smelled like a flicht Yo we, elthowgh I wee svrprised at not seeing
Varcisl aromd anywherce Dowever, 1 didn't stop to gvestion his
absence, for Pon Alonse, haviny arrenged his bagsage, scered very
impationt mbil finally the old sailer arrived. ™There is the

coachs 1oL's go belore she comose”

I emrriod ihe valise, and in the twinkling of an oye Don Alomse,

By 7

shrough the corral zate so ag not 4o be scen

iel, end I ow

» t-s.

by anybodys we colisbed inte the chaise, and it starbed off as fact

a8 the wealmess of the mag and the rovghness of the road permdbiod,

Yoy

for the road was bad for horsebsck riders apd berriblo

5ve in ppite of the big brmps and ridges we grickened ouwr pace, and
onp poor bodies wore not relieved of the brylng discomfort wabil
the boun wes lost from sighb.

That jowrney pleased me very mvweh, beeanse every rovelly oasily
excites the minde of childrens Usrelal covld herdly contein himself
for joy, sxd z:my oasber, who at first vanifested almost as =mweh gaiety,

oeened rather sad vhon he eonld no longer seo the tovihe

?'ﬁ

all

Hime he wevld say, "And she is go vhterly rmmwarce of



61

will she say when she reaches home and doesn't find nsi®

¥y heart swelled within me at the sight of the landscape and the
joy and freshness of the morninge I was thrilled with delight at the
progpect of seeing CAdiz soon, with its incomparable bhay £illed with
ships; with i%s noisy, merry sbtreet; with its Calebta, to me the symbol
of freedom in the most beavtifvl biwe of my life; its plazai its wherf,
and other places were very dear to me. Ve hadn't gone three leagves
when we saw two genblemen riding fine sorrels coming behind vs, and
soon they joined us. We immediately recognized them as Halespine and
his father, that tall, stiff, talkative, old pentleman whom I have
nmenbtioned befores Both were swrprised %o see Don Alonso, and mweh
more S0, Whon he told them he was going to Cédiz %o set saile. The
son received the news sadly, bvt the father, who (as even then I
conld see) was an 'mredeemable old blvsterer, pompovsly congretvleted
my mester on his deberminetion and called him the flower of seamen,
the inspiration of sailors, and the honor of owr native land.

We stopped to eat at ap imn in Conil. Thoy geave the gentlemen
what they had, and Mercial and me what there was left which certainly
wasn't muche. As I waited table 1 couvld hear the conversation, and

3

then I learned the charscter of the old man MNalespina bettor; if at
first he appeared » wvain hypoerite, he now seemed v most accomplished
liar that T ever heard in my lifs.

- ok . . - Pl
The fubore fatherein~law of my little miutress, José Maria

Melespina, who was not releted bo the famovs seaman of the same name,

was & rebired artillery colonel, and he prided himself on his perfect



knowledge of that mothod of warfare and his peorless saragoment of it.

As he discvssed this svhjoet, bhis imasinablon Lecamp mere snd more

£

vividyssetnd Lis oxpertvocs in lying more ond more apparovbe

®rrbillerynon,”® he would smy, withowt parsing in the priping of

his Teod, “are ooeded on boords Hhat ip a boal withevt artillery?

Bk whero ope secs the effects of this admirable invention of hvm

intelligence is on lend, seRor Alonso. Vhon the War of losellone.s
wow yeur kmow that © took port in that campaign and that all the $rie
Taphs wore dve to my dewborilty in the menagerent of the artillerys

Yhe battls of Masdew,seswly do yov think that was won? Jeneral
kicardos placod =e on & bill with for gms and ordered me not %o
Lire wmubil he commanded me 4o do soe B2E I saw things in a different

monners I was very griet vobil a Yroneh colvmm come and stationed

Ibself in front of we In sveh & position that my shots covld plerce

]

it from ono ond Lo the obhiere The Freuch lovmed & perfect line.

M
s

took goud oim with one of the gms, and directed my sk oee at the hoad
- Pirst soldiers Do you 'wderstend? As the line was oo perfoct,
L fived, and bangl The bvllelt carried sway one hdred and forty-bue

Lpads, and more didn't foll becawse the ond of the line

¢ moved & Litlle.
That prodveed preat consberration in the encmy, vt as thoy didn*t
Y»ffnﬁerstaﬁa ay stratecy and couldn't sse me in the leesaklon I wae im,
they sent epother solwmn Lo abbeack the troope on my right, and that
selim had the sace lwel, erd snovher, end avother, end anovher,
wrbil the battle wag wone®

"tan, that is marveloms,® said uy vaster, who althorgh ronlizing

the magnitvwde of the falsehood, did not wish Go crll hils friemd a liars



Pouh in the second eompeign, at the order of the Govnd of the
Hiom, I beavbifvlly inflicted pmishuont on the reopvblicanse o
didntt eome o S0 well in the defenwe of Zovlon beoaVse o ammimie
tion pave ovbe I, nevertheleses, mede one prond offort end loaded &
g with the keys of the chvpch; b I didn*t have meny of these, so
as & lnst resort I thywet inbe the bore of the cannen my lkeys, my
woabely, my money, all the trivkeots I Towmad im my pookebs, oven oy
grossess The sbroange thing was one of these trosses lodged in the
broagt of & French generel, and thers it rempined withouh onvging

him any Lrewhble; end vhen he went to Faris, the Covvenblon sondermed

him to death {(or exile, one} for heving veceived decorabions from

an gneny roverrnent."
et dewiltry ' seid my mester, opmsed at greh frnmy invenbionss
“Wrhen I was in Dngland,Y coubimmed old Halespiva, "you kuow that
the English govermsent ordercd me to bo swmoned Lo perfect the
artillory of thet cowmbrye.s « Dvory day 1 wsed bo omt with Pitt,
Borke, Lord Horth, General Cormwallis and ether eminent persensges
’ﬁha ealled me the *witty Spaniardts I reumezber one Lime when I was
iz the palacc they begped me Lo show thewn what a bvll fight was like, -
and T had to challenge & chalr with the cloak, prick it with the poad,
and then kill its ALL the cowrt onjoyed this lmmensely, ospecially
Ceorge TIX, who wae & very good friend of mine; and ho wovld alwmys
vell we to send him some fice olives fron my combrFess « Okl he
had pwoh confidence in mpe e was very debtermined that T shouvld
teach him Spenich words, eénd easposially those of ove cherning Sndalrieite

I o mever loarned anything bnt Yotro toro® cnd 'vongin esos cincot,.



2 phrase with which he wsed to greet me every day when I lwnched with
him on codfish and white sherrye"

"Did he eat that for lwmch?"

"That is what he ate and liked ite I vsed to tale him bottled
codfish frmc{dn, and it was well preserved with a specific treate
mert of my own invention, the recipe of which I have at home."

"rhat is wonderfvl. And did yov reform the English artilleryt"
asked my master, "rging him te continve for his own entertainment.

"Completelys There I invented a cammon which was not ever fired
becanse all London, incl™ding the cowrt and ministers, came and begged
me not to test it for fear that many hovses wonld fall to the gromd
from the terrific shock of the report.”

“And so sch & great invention has been destined to oblivion?"

"The Emperor of Rwssia wanted to bwy it, bwt it was impossible
to move it from its original position.”

"Well, yon covld save us from destrvetion by inventing a cannon
to destroy the English fleet with one shot,"

"Oh," answered Malespina, "I am thinking abomt that, and I believe
that I shall be able to realize my ambitions I shall show yov the
plans I have made, not only to inerease to & fabwlows degree the
caliber of the artillery gms, bwt also to constrvet resistance
plates to defend the ships and castless It is the dream of my life."

By this time they had finished estinge Marcisl and I hvrriedly
downed the left=overs in a twinkling of an eye, and we continved our
Jovrney, they on horseback and we as before in owr dilapidated coache
The meal and the fregquent drinks excited even more the inventive vein



of old man Malespina, who all the way kept springing his silly nonsense
on "s, The conversation twrned to the theme with which it begans.. the
war of Rosellon; and as Don José hastened to refer to new accomplishments,
my master, tired of hearing so mmeh lying, wished to tvrn him away

from that svbjeet, said, "Disastrovs and mwise ware It wowld have
been better for ms not to have wndertaken itf"

"O0h{" exclaimed Malespina. "The Comt of Aranda, ms you lknow,
condermed from the first this wretched war with the repwblice How
many times we have discmssed this grestions.efor we have been friends
from infencyess « Then I was in Aragon, we spent several months to=
gether hmting near lMoncayoe I had a strange shotgm made for him.ee o°

"Yfes. Arands always opposeds.s," said my master, interrwpting
him on the dangerovs theme of ballisticse

"Really," continved the lisr, “and if that famoms men defended
peace so warnmly with the repmblicans, it was becavse I advised him
in it end convinced him of the foolislmess of the war. B2vt Godoy,
who even then wes inflvential, was determined to continme in it,
only to vex me as I afberwards loarnmeds The fmmniest thing was thet
this same Codoy was forced to end the war in the smmer of 95 when
he wmderstood what it was, and then the resomding title of Prinee of
Peace was given to him."

"™hat we need, friend José Maria," said my master,is & good man
of high rank in this orisis, a man who will not thrvst vs into wseless
mmunmmmmmumwdﬁmf

"iell, when I was in Nadrid last year," said the pervaricater,
"they proposed to me that I fill the office of Seoretary of States
The Queen was determined that I do so, and the King didn't say anye



o
£h

np, 8 L rged Lo accompany hin overyday vo the Perdo to shoot &
imseld would have apreed, Imewinp my

thore world bave beon & Little castle

L him mp, in cese he shovld give me any trowble. ont

7 refusod and preferrcd Yo live pescei™lly in my own bown and left the

public business in the hands of Codoye liter there is o mwae whose fathor

L

Fetromndvra,®

ude
.&«
bt

wes o mvle keoeper in o pastvre my fathoreinelor had
Uy din% kmow," said Don Aleuso. ¥Althovph the Prince of Poace
was on obSewrs man, i thovghit that he wes from a poor bt excollant
fanily of good lineege."
Thns the dialogie conbinved with Halespina whtering lies es big
emples and my master listening Yo Sthom with saintly calm, somolbinmes
sngersd and othor Lisws mavsed ab sweh absupditiogs IF I renonber

corpeetly, Jose Meris also seld that he had svpgested the daving doed

htoonth o Nepoloon.

y we roached Chiclann, and my shater,
iron the movemant of the treacherovs chaise,

whilc the othors, wishing to roeach adiz thet

“hile they woye sating,

"

Inlespine sprvng o on vg, and then I poticed that his gon wes

listenizg to hinm sadly as if be was greatly cobarvassed to have the

o

*

higgest liar the world bad evor prodiced for & father. They left end
we rosted wbil early movning of bhe nexb c;e,, whon we appin rosrmed
onpr ways An this voad from Chiclana to {adiz was bebier and zore
corforieble than the one Jvst traveled, we cams %o the end of o

jovraey safc and huppy abovi eleven ovelock that moranings
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due to an acqrired cemnselevsness of owperiority, this recepblon cavsed
wme more pride then pains

Then I ren down o the wher? and cowmted all the snchored ships
in gight. I tallod with sll the sailors I meb sod Lold them I, too,
S was going with thoe fleet ard in & vory ipporbant velce asked thom if
Yelson's floot had romchsd lande. Then I told thenm thet Tr. Cornels
wos & coward end the next encember wonld be fovorablos

Finally I came to the Colebe, ond there ny joy lmow no Dovmds,
I went down '%sartha beach, ond taking n-ﬁ*f my shoes, I leaped fron oveg
to orags I looked Tor my old fricnds of both sexes, bt 1 fovnd only
& feéf; some wore pow mon and hed followed betbor csrecersy soums had
boen f&izrﬂi?heﬁ, for navel service;y snd those who romained scareely
recopnized mee The waving swiece of the wabter svakered delightful
gensations in uy breasts I wae moved by the mysteriows ettraction
of the sea whose eloguent mwmvr has alveys seored Lo me like & soft
volee that swoebly entreste in faiy weather, snd sngrily s'wmons in
the stormg and wmable to resist the temptetion, I tock off my clothes
herriedly and lespod icko the wabter as one whe hurls himself into the
arns of & beloved once

I swam Por wozm than an hovr and axperiameé an .in&ascribabm
pleassree Then I: dressed and conbinved my walk toward the Tifie graire
Lory in whose mafgm“ salooms 1 wmel sme of the most renowned pro-
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gotes of my times. Like tho worthy man that I wss, I shrvgged my
ghonlders at then and spent the low colns thet I hed for their entere
wninmonks I asked thew abovt my mele, b»s they geve e 1o NOTS Cove

eorning his lordshipe After I hed talked %o them a litile while in
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Lo he sy exeeb lmape vas there, gravely ooy

ito ploce waoug btho othey ssercd thinpgs; bvi it roseubled ne as an

oep a choshnthe Thab le figme which sysbolized dow

votiness and msaterngl deovebion Tilled me, nevertheless, with the

doopoal revercnote I proyod s while on wy imees end recalled tho

anfforings and death ¢ mother, whe now was with God

Jesvens D dve to thab acerrsed ria my head was not oleay, and

on viasing, I fell dovms a havdshosried prissh




and I wore siaying. Thon I entorsd the hovee, wy masbor scolded me
for wy loag abscuces. 1T I bed done sweh g thing in the preseonce of
Dofs Francisce, she wovld heve piven me & good beebingy Wi sy wmster
g bolevent, and never pvnished me, porhaps becavse he realized he,
400, was ones & child like wne. |

We had gone to live in the home of my masierts oovsin, and I

. deserlibo her at lesghbh, as she wag & Sype thal cortainly dow-

serves it, Doka Flora do Clsniepe was an old woman wWho pretended
to be yongy the ves nore then Difby yoars old, vk she proacuicsd
all the artifices imazinable to deceive the world and clained 4o be
about half bhor sges To Hell all thet science and art in mywival
bermeny irvonted in orler to atialn gneh an object is no wndertelking
for my Ivtile afforbs. To emwmucrabe the ewrls, hair ribbons, orpae
menks, clothes, pomades, rovges, porfwues, snd obher strange things
which made vp the grest work of her mommental restoration wowid
fetigre the post skAllfvl imegination, Let all this, thom, bo
reserved for the pens of novellists, for history, secking aftor grest
things, is not appropriste for swche In regard Go her appemroncs,
the wost w%:&mﬁmg impression T have is her faclal make-up, in
which all the r:z{sy- pereils of the Sun Pornando Jcademy must have

hed o paste I slso vovecher thed when talluing, she mede a privgce

with hor 1ipsess2 gsort of foldinges.bhe objoct of which wis either

£,

to graceivlly dizinish Ley cuormevs movhh or Lo hide the rawages thet

pd

evory sweccoding yoor made on her tecthy bub that swps
was so 13603 svecess{vl that it detructed from hey appesrance rabher

thon jmproving ite
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Ghe dressed exbrovigestly snd in her hadrdress she voed powder

i whe gmrba nte have 8 bad figwe, {(Judping by what her

wed gudé her broosparent loces roverled) she was vory

low w
snricvs to show those paric most sensitive Lo the heanivl action of
the weathery and hor art in deling oo s:z‘ Sruly mrvelonge

Tone Floyn was ccpecinlly Tond of the past, very relipiows, ale
thovgh ned with the selntly devetlon of Dona Franeises, ant in evexy
way was the exaot oppesite of wy mistresss Jvst as Dela Fraveisos
desplised navel glory, Dote “lore wes enthusiestic ovor a1l wor ton
in general sod a-,ailum int parkicvlore ?m in the wabwrity of 1ife,
she covld no longer asepire to the warmbh of sunsther loves aud for

thig l@mi" she swostitvied o netiomel love. Since she was extronely

prowd ag & woren and as @ Spapish lady, sho wmeaswed her potriotic

b aecording to the roaring of the connen, and sho belioved
et greatoess of tcmzs was Judged by their povads of powders Ac
she hed no ohildrey, the mrin ialerest of her Lifc wvos the velghbore

3

hoad grarrels

wgoed with tun or three ¢llly old woion

sbe alvays sovsed hersel? by ber hobitwel fondness

afinirce There were no newspapers them, and
political idess, St as the news, ecirevlated by the living voloe, and
hey woro wore disborbed than now, becange the spolen word wes alwayse
less trwthivl than the ;{:»mss.

In all the grosbt citics, and especiclly in Cad Az s the mosh onle
tred ous, there were mpuy idle porsons who wore the deposilorics

of pews from Tadrid mnd Parisy and Yoy sarried 1% lilke faithivl

wehicles, talting greot pride in o tagk which gave thewm groat imporiances
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Sone of these poople iz the mwwnper of living newspapsrs gothered at
the hoge of Dowa Flora in the aftornoon, and this grovp, in sdditien
to the pond chooolate axd bebver cskes, atiracted others whs wore
cager to know what was going ob. Dofe Flore who no longer sovld
inspire & genvine passion nor remove tho heavy aflliction of her fifty
yoars, wonld nob have exchanged that role for any obher, For the
renerel eenter of news in that day wes sgquivolsnt to the majesty of
G Charonte

hobe Flore exnd Dofla Francisco were exnct oppositos and noithor
eold end re Uhe othersy this disparity can be vnderstood easily whon
ong considers the exagperated pacifism of the one and the exalied
militarisn of the others On the day of ovr arrival the old woman
was talking Yo her covsine

if you had elways listened to that wife of yovrs, yov wovld
gtill be o sea prards Thet a characteri I I were & wmen and married
to svch & woman, I wonld blow wp like a bombe. Yoo bavo acbed wisely
in not following her adwvice and in coming to the fleets Yov are

85311l yovng, Alonse; you can still abtedn the rank of brigadier, which

yon wold swrely have now 1€ Prea hadn't cooped you wp like chickens
in & corrall’
Thes whon py usster cvriously asked her the news, ghe sald te
*The paln thipng is that all the sailors from here are very diew
vith the Ironmch admirel, fer he has proved his inability
on the voyege to Hartinigue end in the Finistorre copbabs FHo i
so weak and afrald of the IDpglish that when the combined sgvadron

srrived here last Avgrat, he did nob dare to attack three Inglish
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eyrigers 'wder the somwnd of Collingwosds O ontire

ronenhe arders of such o 5PN
foreses sompetont mon was pot placed ab the

v P

hoad of the flect and ho wont o Undrid and told Cedoy sSesy bwi the

minister snswered something or other, boeanse he didu't dare Lo do

{(
anyhings Dommparte is in Cermiiny engagod wilth the Arglrizns vwhile
thie Pronch aduival won't make up his mindess « They say theb

x

tapnleon is vory discontontod with Tilleonewe and that hoe is dobors
mined to romove himy LWS wosrni:iloe.e o Al 1 Hapoleon would enirvst
the commepd of the fleet to some Spapiard, to yow, for emample, Alfonse,

snd raise you throo ronks, for trvly yoo desorve it,ses o

Boh, I e uot ogral to bhat," seid ny saster with his wsual

or Chavrnvcn, who they say is o good seanmn., I

pusiness is golng to tvrn oub badly. They wontd

AR P Ao BT e i vy ]
wven look ab the Fronch he

Thy, imApinel Then the ¥illepeiwe
ships veached here, they lacked provisicns and mvnitlons, and they

didm'y want to give thom %o them ab the srsemal. They woub in come

pleint te Vadridy wud since Godoy does only as Uhoe French Anbassador,

<

Te d8 Bernoveille,

ghes, be ordered Yhat they hand oweyr everythiug
ovr allies neodods O90 oven that didn't do any poode The comsmndant
of the nevy yerd snd the aﬂ;xl‘?.&’:mr mjor say whabt they will give
mobhing as long ag Villenewee dogg not pay in veady onghe Thal wes
well spokens. Tho only thing we need now is for those gortlemen with

thelr elean bands Lo come and carry off the litvle that we havel

dad

Pine are the timesl Now, it's costing o prodby pemnyl Yellew feover
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Yrhed was 470 L0,eseil i necescary for eash one to rerain im

118 ovn plece," said my wostor o hor oogerlye
& 2 g

g:a

Sovdorvn YWod ordered Lo veor L0ess o

"Yes, you, I lmow it," seid Dons Plore, vwho had heard my vosber

this samg thing peny times. "It is ne

berting ead you will give it to thewme 1 beligwo you are geing to cover

o will male Poca frrions.”

vorrseld wilth glovrys

1 am not ey good for the conbad,” enid ry mmster sadlys. "7 cous

oily to witness it ovt of pore love and onthueiasnm vwhich owr desr flag

arouses in goe”
On bhe day follewiug o arrivel wy onsbor yecelived o visit from

friend of his whose face I shell nover forpet,

Hhat one Lins. He tmag & man abovh

hie face wag hondsews, fylewdly, and zo sed that

seible to see bim withevh feeling an irresisteble inglsce

e
e
fie)
g
&3

%o love hime Jie wore uno wip and his thick blond halr, which hed noh
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bogn borbyreed by B C the hadardrossor to bl the form of

: oot el was powered

son be the poriod dempadeds e
hed lerge blve oyes, very delicete noee, porflectly formed and &
1ittle long; however, the longth rallor inereasod than dotracted
from the pebility of his eovabonsnoc. His cereimlly trimsed besxd
was sovewlmt polinted, thwe inoreasing tho selancholy u’aelﬁ of hie

oml face, which revealed poye dolicacy than power, The nobl

N'
r'«’
&

of his person was 4w Lo o esrtaln politencss, Lreeding, and grave

esvrbesy wiich you eammot visvalize booouse of the sbiflf venity of

the preat seigplors of the day or the flelde wanity of

youbhe Hig smnll body was dolicate and freily !

9 >
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wore than e warrior, ond his fovebond which dovitless enclosed high

':

and sensibive I

did nob seen very fitiing to faos LOTTOrS

%

ol bettles Dlg wonk constitvibion, which svrely contained on cxuepe

iF 4% wold perich im the firegt skirmiohe

fnd pevertholess, s I afborwards lesrned, that zpn had as mveh

covrage as inbolligence. e wag Chuwrruon,

&

His miform wns nob frayed ov old, buh it showed sewersl yoers

¢ honoroble servieo. Aftorverds, whop I heayd hin sey in an vne
complaining way that the goverrvient owed him nine selary paymonba,

I wnderstood thet lmpairmonts My oaster asbed hia abovk his wifle,

and fron hig answey [ jedped thabt he bad been peryied only o shord

s .w‘x

Lime befove, and I fell great pity for him end thowghi it terrible

v

it he should bo ordeved to butble ot sveh & happy tines Ho spoks

then of hig ship the Sup Jvan Hopomteeno, which he geened to rogsrd



as affoetiopately as his wifes he vhen said thot ae & spocial privilege
bo hed planped ond srranged it end that 16 was now ope of the Finest
ships of the Spanich Brindas
Then thoy disevesed whether the fleshk wonld leave or 10Tese8
: of conveorsation in those days, s the saileor exprossed

PRRPUN T PPN L 0 S RPN, I BTy ol gaede £ ey B oo o -
bl with Tnego worus, the gist ol wiaeh I rong

wher shill,

i

srd whieh lator I wms able o roconsbrvet eractly with the ald of

bisboriceal dates and nobos.
ohe Prench Adwmirel," said Clhomewon, "sot lmowing vhebt resslviien
ko zale, end wishing Lo do somsthing te debtrect frem his mistakes has

proved himself an adberent Lo the plan of sotbing seil in prrevib of
the Snglishe The eighth of Gotobor he wrobe to Grovios and told him

» gas in faver of & comnell of war on board the Pruenbavro in order
bo decide on the bvest policy to cmploye In fsod Cravips was in
sympathy with the svwgeeatl mx, and he Sook Lisvbonanbetonsral -,lam
Fear-idmirals Dseano ow i:?;ﬁ,maras, rigsdicy Calisno, ond moe From
the French fleed wero Admirals Dmmneir end Macon, and the navy capbaing
Ooempo, TRistral, Villiegris and Prigny.

s 1lenevve wishod 4o leave

e ships end all wo Sponiards
oproscd hime The discwssion wms wery lively and intense, and Alcala

folisne oschanped soveral orose words wibh Adziral Iggon which might

garosd & &l i wo hod nol ostablishod peace hoebtusen thems
o Gleploased Yilleuswwe ang he, too, in Liw hest of the

poke sevsral ivsolont wwrds which Sravine answored in & ooro

. ey g e

winors e detevmimiion of those gontlomen beo seb ot bo
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sea in pursvid 8 ponerivl enciy is covrlovws, for they abendoned wg

in the battle of Finisberve when we had a good clmme of winnis

Tight if they had hslped vs iun timos DPesides there are ovheer ressonsg

iob I exploimed In tho meebing end they arc: the sotson is advancings
the most aévaniagoous posis la;fz for »g is to roowin in the Loy ond force
them to & bloeknde which they can't sesisé wery long in the worst westher
of the vesr, snd espooinlly 4f they ore blocknding Taldn wnd Cartagoni,
tove Sadly wo nmst confess the cuperiority of the Fnglish nevy dve to
the porfection of srmamonts, the excellent egwipment of their chips, and
sgpeciolly the mmity with wiich their sqwdrons operabes Ve, With ine-
perfect orms, and vnder the command of & chief with whon every one is
dmeamem,z..d, world be avlo, meverthelese, Uo fight & defensive war in
tho bay. Bwe it will be nocessary to obey, according to the blind

svbmigsion of the Cowrb of Hadrid, end %o place bouts and sailors st
the wercy of Zousparbe, vwho has given vs in exchauge fov this servis
tvde a leader worthy of such sacrificess Ve shall leave if Villepowve
ig gt on ity bub if the resvlis ave disssbrovs, ove opposilion which
we howe 2ade to the abevrd plas of the loar-Admivrael of the combined
ggradran will be ovr exonersblons ?;fi‘llenawe- has svrrontered Lo dog~
porationg his moster hos suid hard things Lo him, and the nows that he
ie poing to Lo replaced indveegs him Yo commib the grestost follies,
hoping %o reeaptvro im ope doy his lost repubabion throvgh victory
or throvgh deathe?
Thue sy masbor’s friend expressed himselfs His words nade a grest

impression on me, for as o ¢hild I was deeply inbtorested in those affnirsef
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e Flova snd sy sashsr preised hin

v those sofse I hward thom suy thet The

wiso mon and soonnn were syeh thotb

showored bim with atbontionsas

b Dolis Florie

wre Gia days, 1 noblced

)
x)‘q ¥

shorte covsin

& :

begen o bo is %o suy sho deolided I wae worbhy
stopped showing me every kind of considors

she learned I wag o the Tleet,

ghe grieved &bovrd iU and deelared 1t weoidd Bo s pity for o2 to lose

-

: G, len, or song other pary

Bt

body, 1L mol my lifecs That

disloyal coupassion angero it I oebill belleve I spoke sone

indignent words to show I was srovsed $o warlike srdore iy brovado

smvsad the old wewnn, and ghe gave @ o thovssad dalipbties o gob o

ove of my bad Rumore

The next morning she hod me olean tho cage of her pery

dglscreot bird w 3 g awole Yo every

> bopk me with @

cors Tor hoy foob-ghool:r io the clrweh
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assiet ab her teilel, the sight of whieh frightencd we vhen I soor

the seeflold of ringlets and bepknots thet the wigmier set on hor
honds Sho poticod the indiscreoct amagenment vith whish I viewed the
slkill of the master, & trw architect of heads, and che langhed &
groat denl end wold me T ought o sbey with her to be hor page iustead
of geoing Yo the fleeby she added that T shovld learn Lo comb her, and
with the ocevpation of a skilled wigmkor, I covld earn & good living
and be & real porson. Such svggestions <id nol seduce me, and I
told her yathor rudely that It4 rather be & soldier thar & wignaker.
Birce she weo &g fond of military end patriobic mpbtbvers as she wag
of hor beirdross, this reply plessed hor and she redovbled her tfe
Teetion boward nes In spite of the feel thet Lona Mlore petted end
caresood me, I mm“ees thot annoyed me to Ghe winost, and I preferved
the prdo blews of the wrathi™l jidhe Prancisee £o her stgury kindnesss

It wes madrral; her inepportmme fondness, her affection, tho ine
sisbonos with vhich she sought wy company, her declarebion that ny
comvorsation and appesrance wore charminge.s8ll these things prevented
me Trom fellowing wy mastor on bosrd the shdp. His covsin's serveadk
was escorting him on svch swoet buginess, vwhile I, withont the oppore
Lumity of rmeing throvgh the strects of {35@113,, wag bored in the hovse,
in compeny of the peyrot end Dovn Flora and those gentlemen who
there cvory eftornoon te disevgs wheother the Tleet world leave or nob
cexd other more foolish ond brivial sottorss

iy displeas'we reoched dosporation when I learncd that Yareial
wag ecoming Yo the howse end ny wasber wus leaving with his %o go abosrd

the ship althovsh oot definitely to embarks
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when bhis hepponsd trevbled sovl atill cheriched

o weal hope of forming poart of thad expedition, Tomn Flors felb

ablied Lo tale me for & wlk along pi:lie ebroll and

the Chwreh of Coarmen bo say ovenlng vespOYSs

This woe wpbhearable Lo e, espocially as I was plam

into exeentien & cortain 11Utle daring project on oy own responsibiliby,

wivich censloted in goleg to visib oue of the shipo which was plleted

.

- a sailoy acgvalnbonoes weh on the

wharfs I lefb with the old woman, und on passing nleng the wharf, I
zzopped bo look st Che ships, buvt it was impossible bo gvwronder age

e

seli

P
%

b the Sutolloctval deligibs of that speotacle, for I hed to

anawor the thovsand gwetions of Dobn Tlors who now had me soasiche

men, Who greesed her wi

vy seoued vory preswpbvots, sod as

Tashioneble poople of £BAizessall ox

Z:.
8

and clegtnbe Ono of thow wews & Doobssseor betber said, nll of

- Ae
&
2

2 mede rathor bad versos, tond it soems to wme I beerd then speak
of ¢ corbain ccadeny whers thoy sathored Lo skirmish with vholy

stansss, 60 anvsommnt

As I obsorved gverything, the pecvlioy appesrernco of those men
abbracted ny stbenbion;y their faces were feminine and their dress
S > 3 I ) 4 p . g A, s \/« x
looked vory froakish So me. There weren'h many persons in Cediz who

dressed in tlat spmer; wnd afberwoards, Ghinking how different wme

z,

the dress of the people I had alimys seen, § realised that 4

wis dve bo the fact thed the; Do Florets
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frionds drassed according bo Yadyrid and Peris fashions. I first noticod

thelr wnlkd x:;;* cands which were twistod sticks with very heavy 302.2"‘1»8"
their ching were hidder from view bocavse of their big tles, o sort of
shawl, which, wrapped seversl times arvowmd the neck as far as the lips,
formad & kind of baskel, or tray, or rather z shaving cup in which the
face vosteds the arbfvl carelessnsss of their helrdress soccued Yo lmve
poon achieved with & broom insbead of o combg the tips of their hats
bouvohed thelr shovlders; thelr very long dress conds elmost swept the
grotwd with thelr teils; thelr bouts ended in poinbsy frow thelr vest
pockets dangled & mvltitvwde of charms sand fobsy their striped hose

were tied ab the lnee wilth en enormons DLowy and to malke their grotosques
pess cougleote, they ell carried o monicle, which dvring the couversatlon

they repeatedly placed ab thelr ripht oye, closing the left althovgh

both cyes hed wvery good siglhe

Thely conversavion concerned the departwe of the fleet, alicrw
oasing with the repert of some danee or celebration of Emt LOPOT-
banee, ard ons of thes was the object of gresl praisec becavse of the
exeollent morver in which he oxeeviced the gavots

Efber having talked a long Lime They entored the Chweh of Carmon
with Done Flora and there, euch one taking his ressry, they prayed and
npplicd thenselves for quite & whiley ore of then neatly derldt we a
bleow on the ¢ ovn begavge Ingbead of praying as dovetedly an they, I
was phying teo mmch attention bo two fligs thet wore revelving aroved
$he topmesh ol of Dota Florats hairs We lefd, after heering ,;& story

sermon which thoy preised as o pasterpioces we vent for apother wallky



she lively converssbion conbimved becavse sows demes dressced

e, sbyle joined 2wy and there aroso omong them gteh & nolgy din of

&

copplizents and cwmning resprks mis

led with silly verses, thot I

[ N,
themns

cian nob ¢

Aud mesmbile Dareisl and my dear :meber wers v tha
day hewr definitely to po on boerdl And I was in danger of howing

o the whing of that old won

P S ST S O S
aliig FOPULELTo &% Pootione

#ill vow belisve |

loved =m0 & great deal, aml &g proof
me sone affoctiopate ewbraces avd kicses, ordering no not %o toll amye

bodys Horrible conbradiction of fotel I vsed Lo think how beppy I

e

DOTL

t;;x'

wonld bave if my 1ittle mistress hod Srooted me in thet marvers
I was deeply worried and told her I wanbed te go tio the fleel, end when

i rotvwrned, she covld love ze as meh s shoe wanted toy b™ thas if

s

- Ghig, and

stretched ot my Brms Lo exprocs Gn imsense amevnt of sbhorronoc.

Then my moster enbored 'merpostedly and I decided thet now was the

»

proper cime o obbtaln my wishy seo with & passlongue ovhkinwrst of orabory

P

which I hod taker pains to prepure, I hvrled mysclf on uy knoes howe

ore bhat 19 he didn'h caryy

T would hvrl aysell inte the seta

wi hic sougin vade corbain lithle srimmcos

nr ol hilarity increa

Pinndly and gave

» povmtless swoobs So eab on bosrdy sho warned m@o o floe Trom the
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L SoneeTLing
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Thoun ovy hoal pogsed cloge bo & shdp 1 wenld

s josty of the 5068
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erpaaing b with aee and revorence and wounder how svweh great

Y

4 mppear so little frow the wherf. AL obtber tises they s

sl

eren szAller than wy imagination had concelved !

exvbarance vhieh possossed ne eotsed me to fall inko the water while

s
ki

sostRiic ropivre woas ghsleg b a g figyre of & prow, an

objecth wildeh Daseiretoed ue wmore than ony TPe

=

3 68 wo aporosched, tho dinensis

leomeh eane wp to tho sido of

whdeh the shadow ol the

I hell svmevee the
iLe widen, vhon 1w s

o5 vl sww tho threo rows of ctamon, Whelr Shroatoning movths

LA T A, Ve . P oy dm g
o Bhe 2d o fenr, 1 fvrned

mala, and stood guill, BXrTe

board axd I fomud  vyrseld

- deals,

wy hoarh ant lolby masts and spers, the



exeitement on ¢uerteordeck, the view of the eky and lwy, the sdaireble
order of all the ohjects on declk, from the eots pleced in & yow on the
wpner works to the cepstans, vosbs, wind sails, habehways, the varieby
of miforng, «esovorybhing so astonished me that I gazed at the ship
tobally obliviovs of overything else in existence except that Leanbiful
inpoaing sﬁrﬁmtﬂrﬂi

Yo gannot conceive those magnificent vessels, mveh less the
S&&tiéﬁﬁ' Trinidnd becavse of the bhad prints which yo hove seene
Deither do they reosexble in euny way the woarships of todeys long, black,
monglonovs, covered with heavy iron armor tk@vﬂnbrgknn»amynnsa ér'%hiﬁﬁ
reminds me of an tmmense {losting coffine The latler are creabions of
& proctieal poricd arnd adegrate reproscrbatizes of the mebicslenilitary
selznoe of thess Risss. They have replaced the rigrings with shbetmy
they hewe crbyvstod the ovboome of combalb to the power and enterprise
of the ships they sre simply war machines while those of ovr day were
the wnrrior hisself, srmed with every bype of offense sud defense
wonpon, bvh relying cbiefly on thelr own skill snd walors

I observe everybhing that I see and hawe almays hed the habit of
associnhing o the extrowme ideas with imapes, things with persons,
althovsh they swy not have the slighbest reletion to each others Later
I st the Gothic cathedrals and those of Flanders, end I noblced the
fuposing majesty, the compliceted and emming styrebwe of medern
ildings erected for msef¥l purposes sweh as banks, hospltals, dwellingsg
revertheless these lelor copbribuiions of the age have not dotracted
Trom the menery of every type of ship Itve seon in my lopg lifo amd -

itvo slweys conpared theose anciont ones to Cothio cathedralse Their



lofty forms extending into the heavens, the predominance of vertical
lines over horigzontal ones...these resemblances together with a certain
inexplainable idealism, both historic and religiovs, the complication
of lines, the color combinations mede by the capricioms play of the sm
have formed this odd association which I explain as a trace of the
childhood romenticisme

The Sentisima Trinided was & fovr decked ship. The largest ones
in the world had only three decks. That colossvs, constrveted in
mmnamawyuu-ormnm She
was 220 feet in length, that is to say from stern to prow, 58 feet in
width, and 28 feet in height from keel to deck,...extracrdinery dimensions
which no other ship in the world had at that time, Her powerfvwl frame,
resembling a real forest swpported fowr floors. 11€ portholes opened
from the strong wooden walls of her sides; later in 1796 this n™mber
was increased to 130; she was equipped again in 1805, and when I sew
her, she boasted 140 firearms in caunon and shorter artillery gmse.
The interior was marvellows in the distribvtion of variomws compartments:
there were decks for the artillery, guarters for the crew, storehovses
for provisions, cabins for the admirals, kitchems, an lnfm, and
other services. zmmw_mou@mmmmmm
places of this BEscoroal of the sea. The cabinz sitwated on the stern
were small palaces inside and resembled fantastic fortresses on the
outside; the balconies and pavilions of the stern corners, like the
lights of an arched castle, were similar to immense cages open to the
sea from which covld be seen three-fovrths of the horizon.
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There was nebthing more rrymilicent than the meshks and spers,
those gignvtic troes, yeaching shyward ns & challenze Yo the bonposhs
It seercd thalt the wird dide't have 1o have strenpgth Lo mowe the
topsaile. The vision mpde one seasick and confvaed in the eontenpl s
tlon of the irmonse mess thet the shrewds, stays, rails, cords,
halyerds, and the ropes which moved end svpported the seils formed
in the mants and SpRYEe

I wuo complotely engrossed in the sight of such o wonder vhoen
I f2lt & bard blow on the mipe of wmy nocke I fthovwpht thal the lorgest
heam hod fallen on me. I tvrned erovmd with svrprise and whierod en
exclaamiion of horror; a man wos pvlling we by the ewrs ag if bhe
wished o raise ne from the gromod. He wac uny wmeles

Tuhat are yorr looking for hore, carbhworn?” he seid $o o in
thnt memal oily tone of hise "Do yow wanb e learn the brade? Lisben,
Joan,” bhe added, addressing s ferociovs sailor,"prt this tortoise wp
on theb yerd for me to sos if he ecan walk along i%."

I elnded ns I covld the ederrassuent of walking elong the yaad,
end I covwrbeovsly explained Yo hinm $hat T was in the serviee of Alonse
Cvhicrres de Uisniege and bad come on bosyd in his compsny. Threo or
fonyr #&ﬂﬁr‘:‘i,. fricpds of my niee wmele, wished o nlsbroot ney bub I
resolved Lo get ewny {rom gweh distingvishod soeiely, snd I ran to
the eabin in gearch of my mmster. The officers wore maidng their
toilot, no less complicatod on Loord then on land, and when I sew
the poges ccowpled in pawdering the hoads of the heroos vhon they

Py

seyved, I askbod myself i vhat oporation wasn'e the leasdt fitbing
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on board a bont whove every seoond wos preciovs avd everybhing nob
absolubely easortial for servise was ap obsbrootion.
2% shyle wes then ag tyrarmiecnl as now, and evon in the age

vaxpbions in the wost pressing waye Dven the

eciovs time in waking hls cwn jJackot. Foov mend

= placed in & rovy owe behind the other, ctch one adjnsiing
the d&aﬁza':. of the one in front of him and wiracvlovely finishing the
opevation in & shork *‘ai"wi.‘ Then they olapped on their loathor hnts
of heeawy weight, the object of which I covld never explain, went {o
thelr posibiows il they were on gard, or walled throvgh the open
spoces 1P they were off duby. The seilors didn't weny that vidicvlovs
hetddress, apd their simple 'miforn hasn't ﬂuier sone mveh chan

ge since

hnb tif}‘ﬂ*

In the eabin uy rmesber wes talidng ip an excibed wmanver with the
camopder of Yhe ship, Franciseo Javier de ?fxfizxﬁe,, aud the Desy
Adwirnl, Taltasar Tlidalszo de Clsporoge Aecording bo the Tittle bit
¥ heard, thore was no dovbt thuel tho French general had given an order

Ho lewre the folloving morrdete

iy order gleddened Yareial, who in company with other old

the vext cowbel with preat

‘l"?

soilers in the forecastle, wng discvusing
vorbositys 9veh assecigtion was nore pleasing to me thon thet of

my inberesting wole, Tor the collespves of Helfensmn 434 not allow

Jokes o4 my expense. This one difference slone reveals t?w dlsnin-
lﬁm,""*’ of uLO Crews, for while one s composed of pure~bred zailors

vhose presensse there was dve to volinbary eﬂmmm, the otloer was



made vp of frivolovs, lazy, discontented men of evil habits and little
Inowledge of dvwiye

1 preferred the first grovp to the second and attended all the
conferences of Marciale If I were not fearfwl of tiring the reader,

I wovld tell the explamation that he gave concerning the diplomatic
and politieal cavses of the war, paraphrasing in the most comical
way what I had heard from the lips of Malespina in the home of my
master; throvgh him I learned that the sweetheart of my mistress
had set sail on the Nepomwcenos

All the conferences ended on one svbject,.sstho next combate.
The fleet ought to leave the following day, Yhat a pleaswel To
sail in thet gigantie ship, the biggest in the world! To witness
a battle] How the camnon would firel How the enemy ships would be
captvred] What a beawtifvl flestal And then to retvrn to Cadiz
wreathed in gloryl To tell everybody who wanted to listen to me,
"I was with the fleety I sew everythingl" To tell my little mistress,
picturing to her the magnificent scene and exeiting her attention,
her cwriosity, her interests to tell her, too, "I was in the places
of greatest danger and didn't tremble & biti" To see her swell with
pride, grow pale and frightened as she listened to my tale of the
horrors of combat; and then to stare disdainfvlly at all who might
say, "Cabriel, tell abowt that tremendoms event...i"” Oh, 2ll this
was more than my imegination needed to rmm wilde I frankly say that
on that day I would not have traded places with Nelsone
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whed Lo witnoss the
Afber the wushing of the decks, il operalisn
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creot hopsnils veres holsbed

e The

boery druwm of She vapetpn, whirding with iUz sharp ereski

o bhe botbton of the baye. The sullors were vrmning

the yards, others wore newavring the Tathous pros

the orders »f the boabmwainse ALY the somds ol the ship f

wrse now £illed the aly with thelr frightoning jergon; the whistle,

diseordant srray of & thoussnd hrmun voleoes
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before being filled by the windg

1l these difforent sownds accuppaniod the Tirst steps of tho onlossal

ps L
Ex B P

piteh, withovt eny sway

hich earmot be iy
apprecinbed by these vho have obsorved enly The imaginery sovessnb
of an mﬁczmmfi morchant vossel or have wabehed o sailing ship only on
e distent lsudscaps.
As ome plenced ebonl, what & speotaclo mob his eyesl My henvonsi

2.5 P-4 s S e v
Thirty=iwe sh

8, five Iripgates, mnd two brics,...fpunish and Fronch

vessols in frout of g, of ovp gide, .ealvore coverod

seils sxd movwed along carried by the light wind. 7T have never seen

Lo
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& more howubifdl f‘iﬁr‘ﬁ:m“ t vhe s™: was flooding that magnigicent ey
with lighte A pale pwrplish binge dyed the svrioce of the waiors
soverd the eask. The chnin of hills end mombeins bordering the edge
of the horizon or the side of the port were sbill inflesed with e
vurning lights of dewny the sky, bordly elear at this hovr, hed some
red ant golden clonds in the emsty the blwe sca was trongvil, and
on this sen and beneath that sky the forty ships lownched their covrse,
esetho most pleturesqre fleet that Wwapn eyes con cver witnosss

411 vore mot sailing with the semo spood: some moved forward,

sthors were clow in advancingg some passoed close bo g, while others

remsined behings The solemmity of thelr movements the loftiness of

he etnvas-coversd rigrings; o certain mysterions harsony thet my
childish vars inagined to flow from the ploriovws hwlls (dovbtless the
gong was ringing in uy own heart)s the clearness of the days tho freshe
noss of the atoospheres the beawky of the ses, which boyond the bay
seomed to stir with gennive merrinent alb the approsch of the floctees
together all these things foymed the wost imposing pictrre that cen

e iragineds )

Hearwhile, Gé&iz‘, was o revolving penorams as wo wabtohed the digbinct
focets of her vast cirvuit appear in their sveesssive orders The svo
ghining dovm on her combless windows splashed her with shresks of zold.
Her white nass apposred so oleen and prre above the waters ithat she
seecupd o have been created ab that moment or o heve been taken from
the sea like the fantmsbic city of Ban Coranc. I sow the mfolding

«

of the wall from the whar{ Yo the Sanbe Cebalion cestle, T recognized
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the bagtion of Drojon, the bastion of Honete, the Galeta, and I filled

with pride on censiderivg my hwble boginning and mypresanﬁ positione
At the ssme tisme there eswe Lo ny ears like e mystic meie the

govnds of bolls in the halfeswoakenod ciby as they tolled for ness.

Row they seemsd Lo express jey like the greoting of & good old man,

and I listened Lo those govnds ag if they were hymer voices bidding

we farewelly now thelr tomes were sad and meloncholy as if aunomeing

some sdsiorb ne, nnd while we glided forward the mvsic faded, completely

Gring awny intd lEpensc sSpacos

The flpet was leaving slowlys some ships wore msuny hows in

ing sote Vareisl lept malking commortes oun each voasel observing
bov progress, oolliug then offensive nomes if they were slow, en=-
covraging then with fetherly advice if theoy were swift and sailing
fast,

"How slow Don Pederica isi" he soid woiching the ?rimg;pe of
hstvrine vwdor the commsnd of Gravinms. "Thore poos Ure Covnets,”
ho ¢leimed looking at the Breenteriro, the £lagshipees « Iy he do
woll who tecked the name Reyo on you,™ he said ironieally, pazing
at the ship of this nene, the slowesd in tho entire sguadrons "Pire
for pape Ignnciote sake,” he ndded addressing the Sante .&né vpder the
control of Aleva. "fmise the whole top esil, poor fish," he said
wabching Dwwnsirts ship, "this little ¥French dwde hes a wigmker
o errl the sails snd lond fhom with cwrling irons.”

The sky bevame clovwdy in the afterncon, and at nizhtfell from

i = B P 3 n
o grest diebtRnce we saw Cediz leost from view in the fog end her lost
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ovtlines faded in the darknesss The fleet twrned her covrse sovthwarde
with my master sitting comfortebly in his eabin, I did not pert
company with Harcial. Swwrromded by two colleagmes and friends, he
explained to them Villenewe's policy in the following manner. "lre
Corneta has divided the fleet inte for parts. The vangmard, commanded
by Alava, has seven ships, the center has seven 'mder the control of
Mr. Corneta in person. The rear gvard, alsc with seven, is commanded
by Dmenoir, and the reserve body composed of twelve ships is 'mder
the direction of Don Federice. I don't think this is a bad idea.
0f cowrse the Spanish vessels are mixed with those French dvdes so
they won't leave "s in the bwll's horms like they did at Finisterre.
"As Alonso has told me, the Frenchmen has said that if the enemy
appears mder the lee, we will form a battle line and fall on them.
This so™nds very good in the cabin, Bwt, nowseeis the Sedorito going
to be sveh an ox that he will appear wnder the lee? Swre, his lordship
has little enowgh sense to stop and fishees « lLet's see if we 'mdere
stand what that Frenchman is walting foreese « If the enemy appears
on o'r windward and attacks s we o'ght to wait for them in a battle
line; and as they will have to separate to attack »s, if they don't
get to break ovr line, it will be easy to defeat theme Fverything
seens easy to that gentleman. (His listeners whisper.) Also he
says he will not make signals and tells ms to wait for everything
frthmin- ¥We are going to see what I have been predicting
ever since that dmmned svbsidy treaty was signeds and that iS...e
Well, it's better to keep silent. May Cod grante..I've already said



94

Ehat Mre Cornetn doosn's Mpow whed ho bews in his hends, and Tifty
ehips arentt going to Lell on thelr hesds Jor him. Reware of an
adzirel that ealls his oopbaine the dey before n batile and tells

then to do as ea;{;}x ong wishos. {Oroat demonsiretions of applansce)
Well, we shall aée.;.» « Duk oo here and tell we; if wo Spandards
v to sink ell those ¥nglish ships together, sronts wo caongh and
more than enovgh for 1t owk why do we have 4o join wp with those
¥renchuen whe wor't lebt uvs do what something inside v %ells ve to

do, bt mpkes ws toe the lire of their lordships? Ve alwmys pave

w went with them; wo alvmys gave whon we left Tleeceds God

exnd the Tirgin be with v8 and free "9 from those French fricnds
Torover and ews1, émm" {treat applavses )

51l agreed with “bm. Their confercnce elevated from the neanl
vault to thot of diplomatic relations nnd lasted wmiil & loko hovrs
The alight wes ﬂareﬁé s B0 Te w@i’"@ sriling vith & fresh winds If X
ey bhe pormitbed, I shall say "we' when spealking of the flest. I
wéfs g0 provd o find wyself on .,anm the Santisimm *’;frini&o,é._, that
I soon came bo the conclusion that I was to pley some important role
in poeh 8 retmlim cvent, and I trvly condieted mysclf in a gracefvl

manner in the presence of the sailers sp &s to prove to them theb wy

essistonce there was o nesesuibys
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an the damn of the twonbieth thers was a strong wind, and cone

seqrently the ships wers quits 2 distence from one enothore vk
ghovt noon the wind calmed, und the lagship 2 pmrls to Torm

Pive colwmms, the wvangvard, cenber, reargiard, and two roserve hodiste

it delighbed me to walch those hvge bnlks making the fovoiiion
with sveh case, oed, althovgh due Lo the dissinilerity of thelir sailing
conditions uh;e:ix’- rangetwres wers not very rapid end thw line formation
imperiock, thelb drill alvays erosed wy keonest admivation. JAecording
by Mareial, the wind was blowing fron the sovilwest as ke had prophesied

that morning, ond the fleot, with the wind to storboard, advancod in

the d¢iroebion of the streit. That night we saw some lighis and et
dewn of the twmopty-{irst wo sow lwenty-geven ships to the windword
anong which Pereinl pointed ot seven three~doclsrs. Ab abont eipght
e'fclgcit the thirty-three ships of the enomy sgudron came inbo view
dresm wp into & twu»ml"’sw formations O fleelt Tormed one very long
line, and from all appeoarances the fwe colvmms of Jelson in the shape
of & crodle were advancing as 1f they wished to emb o line $hrovgh
the center and reoargrards

Buch was the pogition of bhoth sides, vhen the Fwentawe nude

the sigmal o veer aboe. Perhops you will nebt vnderstend this, bub

 shifhed thely covrse émm trically, sesbhat ig to

ehrips, driven by the wind on the sberbonxd, Ly this
sanoewre now had the wind on the lerbosrd, 1o sveh a way that we

wore golug in the diregilen alsost oppesite to the one wo were holdings



The prows pointed Loward tho porth, and this wmovement, the object

of whichk wae Lo bhawe CAdis wndor tho wind go 25 “o yeach 1% in vase

af digiress, was weh eriticlized aboeard The Trinidad and ospecially
wy Pereisl whe sald, ™hed battle line was bad enevph belore, and now
she*s spresd hey legs spurd end is worse.”

Teslly, the wapvard becw the repsrgimrd, and the rescrve
sqradvon, which was vhe best according o vhai I heard was lefb at
the end of the line, Jinee the wind was slack, the ehips of different
speed, and {he orows nob boo skillivi, the new line corld not be rapidly
or proelsely foriwd. JSome ships forged ahead rapidly and took the lead;
others fell behind or twmed ovth of the mw, Ioowing & biz gap in the
line, thns saving the enemy the trotvble of maklung ite

The command was given to re-csioblish the former ordersy however
gbedient & goovd ehip Ry G, 1% 1s nob es casy Lo uenAgs 88 & horsec.

Thne Holfenon, watching the woveients of the nesr~hy shipe said,"The

1

: 4n kopger than the road fo Zardiapgos If the Sévorite ovhs ity

good=by, vy Tlege 7o eotldntt even move forward, oven if overy hair

o oYy heads were Ymuusd into cannons. Sofors, thoy'ro going to mebe

$lep of us throwh the conbders Now can the San Juan and the Pohans,

who are ot the t8il, or the Feptow or the Reyo, whs tre ob the head
of the live, eome to Melp ve? (wwmvrs of epproval) Desides we are
mder the lee, and the cassocks can svlecht the poink they wish to

avtack vss We will have enovgh Yo do defending onrselves as besh we

gane AX1 I can say is, way Cod s ws ovk vell and free vo from

the Prepch forsver, acen, Josug,®
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The ovn was advancing beward the sonith and was now overbesd the
CROTY .

YDon's you think that this is the hovr do legin & bablle? Twelve
otelock won” he sxclaimed ¢ I’.g.l‘ll althovgh he didn't dere to wnke
Loo public o demonsbrablon, noy did theso ;:anﬁemmws pass from he
sunll civele, within which, 1, led by my lasabieble evriosily introe
dneed nytelfie

I don*t kuow why, bvS I scoued to nobice In ail thelr combensnecos
asxpressiong of displonstres The officers on gwrberdeck, the szilore

and bontsasives on the prow were walching the ships muder the lee and

o ool ine, noeng

pd

which there wers Jomy F*e}o&;&&% o tho gerber provpe

=4

had forgobben to montion o preliainavy oporaiion of the batile
in which I .’%mﬁk part. Yhen the clearing for meticn hed been mude, and
eyerything perbaining to tho pwms end workings of the ship had boen
put in readiness, I heard thenm sey, "Tho saud,ss«sprosé the sands’

| tareiel pulled my ear, and leadirg we Lo o hobelmey hed oo get
in Mine with somo drafied sailors, cabinboys, and others of 11l
importance. Some sailors hed flormed o gteirway bewew decks Irom

i}

the hetclmay o the Lotbom of the hold, mnc in this wny the sacks of
sand wore moveds One handed It e Yl san next Lo him, and this one
passed it on So the following mmn, and in this way &ll that wis ncoded

s yvoioved rapidly and witbout any trovble. Passing fyom hand to

hand, @ grest pwmber of the sacks come vip from the hold, and prost wss

wy svrprise when I ssv that they were emplying them or the deck, the

x

grarterdeck, s,lm Torgcasiles and even spreading it over the entire
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surface of the bemms. They wore doing the soame thing botween dockse
To sebisfy oy m‘i‘riﬂaﬁ‘*‘ I asked the csabinboy next fo me the reasen

for sll thise

1% is for the blood," he enswered weo indifferentlye

“For the blood ¥ 1| repented, pable 4o vepress & shudder of horrors

7 gphared ab the sand, ¥ looked ot the lowd and noisy stilors bysy
ot thedyr taalk, and for on insbant I fell cownrdly and afraids Howover
imagination, my complete master ab that time, soon banished cvery tervor
feom vy sovl, end I Lhovght only of teimmphs and plogesnt svenrises.

The enonons were resdy, and I nobtieed that menitions, alse, were
vagsing fron the storeromms o hotwesn deeks by weans of a hwman chain

similar to thab one which had removed the somd from tho hold of the

veEnoly
The English advancod to atback ve in two grovps. One was coming

towards s with & ghip bearing the adnmiral penpant in the lead or in
the vorbex of the eyadles Taber I lesrned 1% wag the Viebory vnder
the comueed of Helson. 7¥ho Royal Soverelsgn vnder Collimpwood was ot
the wed 9% the other grovp.

Since thon 1 bave strdled all those names 28 woll as the sbrebepgie

dotalils «f the evcovnbers

newnry, very clear in ovorybhing pict wresgve and mmbber-oi-lact,

ig of little assistonce in velabing operatiang which I 4id not wnderstend
: bhe bimes 1 was able to afm}ergxzwﬁ he formatien of ovr floet from

what I heard ¥arcial say together ’mth information I gathered latory

co that yoo may *nderstand it well, I shall give you & list of owr ships

inticating these ovk of iine Ly leaving a gep, their natiomaliby, and



Teptmo=Spe
Seipion=Fr.
Rayo=Spe
Formidable=Fre
see VgAY,
Mont=Blancerr,
Asig=Sp.
Avgngtinetp,
First Growp ; Heros=Fra.
commanded by Trinidad=Spe
Helson Breentanre=Fra
Vietory sselioptrn=Fre
Redomtahble=Fr,
Intrepide~Fre.
Second Grovp «ssleondro=Spe
commanded by Collingwood
sew
ssendompable=Fr.
toyal Sovere Santa AnaeSpe
P e Fongrevx=Fre
Lionaro8=Spe
Plrion=Fra
Bahama=Sp.
essliplewire
Montanes=Spe
Algeciras=Sp.
Argonaria=Spe
Swift Smre-ire
-
Ildefonso=Spe
-
Principe de Astries-Sp.
BerwicheFre

Reargrard



5 owe were shbnohode

it owags o grarber mbil fwoe The Serriblo mowent
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Arxieby was widespresd and T 2o net sgy this 8s e reswlt of wy own
Teelings, for I wae wabehing closely the swovermovts of the ship they
seid Nalson was on, awd Sor grite a while I didn't reslize whal wes
heppening aromd LG

suddenly ovy commndor shuwbed an owler in o forrible volce.
The hoatevains repeated 3U. The sullors rsn boward the ropes, the
pileys sheicked, the cails of the forsmast flvitorsd ovbemrd. “Ahowk

facet Abos face,” yelled Morelal utbtoring o terrible oathe "Tlat

AF

wanta o thraw vs Shrovgh the sborn.”

¥ owgerstood that the advanes of the Trinided had been

eommaded ho halt in order to place it opposibe the Zveontarrn vho was

W penr, becavss tho Tietory secned determiped o ovb the

line bhotweoon these two shins.

Ag T wabched the mamoowvring of owr ship I covid sece that & great
pert of the erew did nobt have the woval grece and eage of experisnced
sailores who, like Marcisl, had boen tradred in wers and storms. I B
some who vere setsick and were grasping the shrows to keep from fallinge
It s trve there were some doetermined, regolite men, ospecially in the
volimmbeey claessy bot genorally, most of theom were dradted oves who

obeped orders mmwiliingly snd I am svre they didn't have tho leest

senb of pabriotismg it (patriotism) 2id not make Hhem worthy of

Tk bhe cowbas ftseld 414, ne I fovnd ot affervards. In

5 each ono of thosc zen pessesesd a varying degree
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of moral and religions conciovencgs, I s s'we thad in those selomn
momonts precoding the firing of the £irst shob, the idea of God was
uppermest ir all their m.nds‘

It poemed to me thet all sy life I had oxperienced svoh sonsations
as those I folt at thab mopent. In spite of ny fow yesrs I was capable
of realizing the seriovsness of the occesion, and for the first time
lofty cenceptions and ponere™s %hwtg}f&ss stirred my hearts. The -ﬁertainty
o viebory vae so fized im gy mind that I f6lt a cerbain pity for
the Eaglish, and I adnired then so Gageriy goeking swre doathe

Far the {irst tise, then, T porcoived clearly tho ides of {athere
land, awd strange spontaneovs cmotions swekened ir my sonl. Thtil then
I hed slweys thovght of my nekive lend in terss of the porsons who
governsd the mabion, svweh as the king and his colebrabed minister who
swely were not regarded with the soms respects BSince my only knowledge
of history was that scquired ip the Caleta, I thowght the lew demanded
that one shonld become enthmaiestic ov heering that the Spaxderds had
first killed o great nvmbey of Hoors and then quite & few ¥npglishmen
ardl Pronchmen. I pickbwred py covmbry as & valiant hero, b my

conception of valor resexbled Larbearism as wich as one egg doos
snothory consegrently with sweh ideac as these, patriobism wae to me
orky pride in belonging to that vace of lNeor killorse

By in the noment preceding the bettle I wnderst

3l gverybhing
shat fivine word significd, and the percopblon of natlonnliLy gained
sntvanes o my sovl, revoaling infinibs warvels te me Iike the s

which sesebters the night ard romoves vhe derlmess from & lovely lands
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r ag an fvmonse land popvlated

o edvwate, cstates to preserve, housy to defend;y I eonsidered

defend one unothor

s wRy belogs to help and

Iy

ageings an o"bside attack, and I realized That these ships hod been

them o defornd their oobive londs the :m:.}.

%,

placdte; She fvrrow cpriakled with thelr swoesti ihe

whore hsir old parsnts livedy the garden where their childesn

bhe colory discoversd and conguered by Yhelr arsestorsi the

'S
}J)
(}
(C.‘

they tled thelr smmall beay tired after the a;&v'e JeTrney:

the shop whore they stored thelr parthly posscssionss the chweh, the

wowh of thaiyr oldors, the abode ol their seints, the ark

(\ 4= s oV 5y s g
feithy the plasa,

Ghe syrbol of the perpetviby of

P B ~ b}
1 wlle 2y npover oxbingviched

5 s atinslen 5%
peng of the shoerios 38 Lng

the sirocl wiore so many dosr Iries

e combry, the ses, the skys overything

sed with oy exlstence, from the stable
of & chevished anionl bo the dhaone of poirisrchel kingss evary

1 a5 if o bodice vere

in which omr very s

enoighe

T also believed thet the dispubos fpein had with Prazos or with

Topland were }:agrs éve Yo the faet that these ratieons vanbed to teke



sonpthing sway Tvom Yo, «estn 3den in which I wes not wholly mictalens

In oy aind defonse wos 80 logitlmate as agrression was brobal, and cinee
I tad heerd &6 said that justice mlways trivmphs, I did pot question
ovyr victorye Az I looked at ovr vod and yellow flags, the combined
colore of which represented firve, T fell ny bosom swell within me. I

sold nob hold ack the Lears; I remembered Cadis, Tojer, and ell the

#imniardg whon 1 imasined wore peering onb ﬁa e great flat rood,
auziovely watching vgs A1l these idens and ewmoblons vonindod me
of God, ond I snid a prayerg it wasn™ the Lord's Prayer or an Avew
Teria, bot something now which has never ocovrred to e 8ineo. 4
sndden lovd noise shook wme frem smy blissfvl trance aad I shnddersd

violenblys The first carmon shot had sondud,



CEAPTER XX

The {irst chot was fired by o ship of the reargvard at the Royel
Sovereign commanded by Collingwoods Thile the Sauta Ane was begirming
battle with thic one, the Vietory ocome agaipnst W Eweryone ou the
Trinided wos anxiows to shart firing; bwh ovr commendey was vwaiting
for o more favorable womerds The firipg svrosd from the Sanda Ave
o both ends of tho live as if the ships were linked by a camon fvse
amd one set off the gspark alwmost simvltencowsly in the rosbe

The Viebory first siteclked the Irench Redevtable, and having been
driven back, sho {ook her ;gasi.t’iém opposite o windwerd sides The
swfvl moment had arrived; ons hwmdred wolcos shewbed, "FireI® repeabing
iiko an infermal cohe the order of the commander, and the broadside
showered fii’ta;‘ missiles vpon the English ships For an instast the
szoke hid from view the aight of the openy. Bwt blind with rage the
enery ship eome vpon s, the wind abalte On reaching mushkete{ire
range, she 1vffed and emplied her broasdside on n3e Delween shobts
the crew had been £ble Yo see the harm done to the enery and it
rodovbled its enthvsiasms Tho eswmens were performing prompilys
however there was some delay os a resvli of the litile prectice of

suse ebnnon corporals. lerciel wovld pledly have belen eherge of

$

erng of the

&

sy e his disfigvred body was not sapablo of respondew
ing Lo She vntiring hereoism of his sovl. He conbtentod himgeld with
wabching the worlkl in 4hoe eartrldge stereroom, and with words exnd
gestvres be cpeowaged those et the prose

The Bugentavrs ab oy sbern wos firing on the Viebory and thwe

Pemerery, snother powerfyl dnglish wessols It looked like elsonts
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sning to fell inbo ovwe power lecavse the ar'i:“lhaxw of the

prinidad bad de sbroyed the tackle and vigeing and we sy with pride
that shw had logt hor migzouwmiste

In the aydoy of that first oucowsber, 1 secarcely nobicod that
some of onr snilors were ¥alling wovnded oy deads I, in & piace where

t T wovld e less Lroviblesome, never stopped walehing the

commpder who wes plving orders fron the gurberdeck with herolc
calmneas, and I wacs swprised to pee vy mashber with less serenity
Tt widh move enthvsiasn nrging on Hhe officers and sailors with his
noarse Mille volcts

Y5h," 1 swid to nyeelf, "if Dofia Francisce covld seo hin powf®

I shwll epnd vhat I had mements of bterrible fright, in which
I wovld heve hidden in the vory bobbom of the hnll, and othor mowents
of deliricvs Dolduess in which I rislked my life to view thet grout
speetecle from the most dangevovs placess Bvh I shall losve my hwble
person and tell of the mest tervifying part of o'r babbdle with tho
Vicborye. The Yrinidad was shesbering her with mueh sveccess, vhen the
TeNOTAry, ¢xesuting 8 very skilliel mangovwre pleced herself betweoen
the wio conbalants and protected her componion frmu oy bllobs.
Tmediately she beron to ¢vb ovy lino throvgh the Prinidad storn,
and, 6o whe Bucowbsiws dvring the fire had moved ﬁp’ 80 closely o
the Trinidad vhat their yardoms bowched cach other, 6 bLig gop appeared
in the line, and the Temerary, veering swidenly so as to pluoe her=
seli on ovp larz.xﬁmrd red on this side of s which il that time

"l

hed been mnscathods At the same instant the Topbtine, anothor strong



#nglish ship, wowed wp $o the position formorly ceevpied by the Victory,
whe noy fell to the leewsrd, so that in ono moment tho Trinidsd was
surrotnded by crenles, plercimg hor like a sieve on &ll sidess

In the face of my masber, in the eblime rage of Triarte, o
the onbhes of the sailer frdends of Marcial, I cowld see that wo
were Logt, end the Showght of defeal fillad my sovl with augrishs

g combined flech was broken in goverul pleces, ond the

Do T3 e mf® Sk
TOo LN O LK

&

wass berrible diserder resgilied whore the ships were thyown ovt of
“ling by vhe commnd o vesr tbombe Uo wore swrrovnded By the TRy
wvhone srbillery wes hrling & raie of bvilets and shot vpon o'y

ship ag vwll 85 vpon %he Bucenturra. The iAgvstin, the Heras and the
Lesndro were fighiing net far from "y in & rather wnerowded position,
while vhe Trimided and the flug sulp, wmable to fres themselves, were
esvght in a toryrible sklrmish by the genive of the groat livlsony they
sere Lighting herolenlly, wo lonper striving for viclory, bub dobope
mined to die honorably.

“he white hairs of sy head still ri se 65 I roesll vhose swivi
howrs, especially from two te fowr in the elfternoone T san seo the
8hips,s seiiob 85 blind woy machines obedient To the will of wan, bt
ga trve glants, Miving, monsbrovs beinpa, striving ab their own will
oo they pri iudte fckion thelr seils and thelr apile linmbs, the power~
i erbiliery of thelr eidos. As I wabched vhem, I covld not help

thilnking of thewm ap personsg, and oven now it seews that I can soe thom

Jein

approach ench other, challenge, 17T foreefvlly to clesr their sails,

ey

yush forsard in o provoling sanser as if to go op board, withdremy
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with burning snger in order to gain more speed, seoff and chide the

s 1 ocom gee then eviforisng frow thelr wovrds or dying wobly like

=5 o

the gladiabor mindfvl of honer even in the agony of deathy I can heayr
the wravrs of the crew, like the sad voice of & trovhled heart, shovh
now with encovwagenent or moon in decperation, &t wne moment & Lforo=
rumner of destrnetion, at unether 2 jvbdlent hyma of victory; & med
clamorets dip arises, fedes inbo spece, aod dies wwmy in the torrible,
sheacivl silence of dufonls
The fmberior of the Senbisima wes one of on inferno. The tackles

hed been abandoncd becovee the ship was not moviog mor was it able to
move, The mest lmportont togk was x;mmiﬁg the artillery grns with
the grechest possible hasie, thvs rotvend ing the hevoo that the onomy
gvas wore makings The Ing LlSh bullebs, iike great, invisible claws,
weprs beoring the sails to shreds. The fvagments of gwomle, chimbks

of wood, heavy shrowds ovb dovn from the mesthead, fallen pvlleys,

arts of sells, Gowls, ropss, and obhopr debris, hvrled from
146 place by the oresy cunmon, Filled the deck so completely thet
there wac scargely spsce foy ons Lo move. Ivery minvbe living men
in grouts nombers wore folling to the floor or inte the ses, aod in
the wmeantine the ouths of the combatents wmingled with the ecvics of
the wonnded, i» sveh & way that it was iopossible to distingwish if
those who were dying weve evrsing God or those whe were {ighting vere
clling on him in thedr segrishe

1 had to lend my aid Yo & very sad task, that of carrying %{hé

womdod to the hold where the infirmary wos located. Some died before



they reached it, and others had to s"ffer painfvl operations before
their tired bodies knew & moment's rests I also had the inexpressible
satisfaction of helping the earpenters, who hwrriedly plvgged the holes
made in the hwll; bwt I am afraid my assistance was not as effective
as I wovld have desired.

The blood was rvpning in eb'ndance over the deck and the bridges,
end in spite of the sand, the movement of the ship was carrying it
here and there, forming prophetic drawings. The cannon balls fired
at close range were slawghtering with horrible mmtilationg freqrently
I saw & head, completely severed from its body, roll aromd the deck
when the violence of the bwllet did not dash its vietim into the sea
where he wovld have met an almost painless deathe Other bullets ree
bomded against a mast or a gmmale scattering a delwge of splinters
which wommded like arrows. The msketry of the lower masts and the
shots of the short gm artillery were spreading a slower and more
painfvl death, and rarely did one emerge from sweh fire wmarked by
the lead and iron of o"r enemiese

Attacked in sch & maamer and powerless to retwrn the same rvin,
the crew, the sovl of the vessel, saw that life was hopeless and was
dying with desperate covrages and the body of the gloriovs ship trem-
bled at the blows of the bmllets. I comld feel her shndder in the
awfvl contest; her frames ereaked, her beams bvrst, the depths of her
hold writhed in the mammer of limbs inflamed with pain, and the deck
vibrated wnder my feet with & noisy jerk as if the imusnse body of
the ship expressed the anger and grief of her crew. learshile the
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wator was rvshing in throvgh the thovsand holes and croevices of the
gleve=1like huvll, and the hold bepan bo sinke

The Bvcentoown, ho flap ship, svrrendered before o OYCEs
Villenevve rac lowered the flage. ¥With the .@'zrz*em}m* of the Yeader
of tiw flect, what hope covld vemain for the rest of tho ships? The
Prench leg disappoarsd from the atern of thet provd vesssl, and
Ghey ceased DMrdnge El Soun &@%ﬁi; axnd the ilerds kept defending
themselves, aud the haye and the Fepbtyme, mombers of the vangrard,
7ho had cowe b0 help ns, tried in valn %o save e Yrom the eunemy

vossels beslepd 7 eovld sco the paré of the batile neoarest

Ser ».LS:L&.&»% Trinided, bot 1Y was impossible to ses spything fronm
vhe rest of the lincs Toe wind seesied vo have stopoed, ond ue glauce

comld pencbrabe the swokw which enveleped s with its thick, white

Ve covid distingvish only the tackle and rigzing of soue ships
Jar sway in the distoavce, increassd in an imexpliecable manner Ly some

s

oplical elfect or sther, thal solomn woment mdde overybhing look larger.
This dense fog lifbed Top an instant, bwt in whai & horrible wayl

& dresdi™l report, levder than thal wede by the thorsapd caxmons of the
sgradvon 81l Diring ab onee, peraiyzed everything aund pamd oed widew
spread terrors A vivid brightuoess scoospanicd the powerfvl shock,
soatbored the veil of smoke, sud the ontire panorssa of the combat
eppeared instantuncovsly before oW oyese The terrilfyiog explosion

hed ocowryed to the sovth of vs, in the position previovwsly occwpiled

by the reargywards

"4 ship bas exploded,” snid everyone.
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Opinions varied, and we were ¥nable to decide whother 1% was the

)

the Lldefonso, or "‘m Dahang, JTabor i was

Teonen Achilles. Vhat o You mowents before had

s

5o beavtiiml ehilp with sevenby-fovr cansons and 8 cvew of siz himdred

shattered inte tho punds of pleces throwgh sea ond clhys

Por & fou seconds followling the explosieon wo thovght only of ovpre

thown the Sreentawrs svwwrvendered, 8ll the enogy fire was dirvested
gepinst ow ship, and hoy loge wos now certoine The enthvaissm of the
first momerts had fropon within meo, and my heart vee Filled with terrer,

whiieh parelyzod every fwmotion of my consclovsnoss except ouriosity.

This feeling wap so stroog I covld nobt rogist venbt ring ovd to places

e

of gprester dengoers My linited ald wos net needed sow as they no

lemper carrisd the vomded to the hold for thero were boo rany; also

me donended the dwhy of evoryone who still had a omeo of sbrength

%
3]
"
%
3
ﬁ"
o
[
]
s '3

crotp wes tarciosl, who with shovbs and owlvord novew

: wog doing ho work of meny meng he was boalswain, sailor, arbils

loryman, carpe

i 3 & - § £ YT oOTen Oons
L evoryching olse that vwes needed in sveh desperale

P 1 sever believed thet one who possessod only hel? o hyman

i vhe avhies of go mony oone A flying
splinter md wornded bhils heoad, end the Dlood rwmudng down his face cave
Rin a drood{vl looks T ot binm nove hig lips, drink thal lignid, and
then epib 1t owb savegely, se 3P he wonld like to wovnd the eueny with
the salivas

&

The thing that sstonishod ve sost and Trishtoned wme sonovhat was

o
o
L&

he fach that larcial kept wpa ilm;‘ of witty, clever convepsatlon
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porhaps 1 3 of ehooring his Pallen g:rmpwziﬂzm or lhxeoplng

‘iaJ

wp his oWy

Fif3lnd)

of tackle and rigping, Vareial said, "Bo

shig piece of fornitwre in the bedreon.”

sl

An soon as ihe ropos wore ovh, the mast fell into tho sons

*:

incereased, he shovited to a yo

o
g
5
%

And soeing that the Diring

U

i

who hod been converted lnbo g cuannon corporal, "ledre Abad, send wine
to those cissocks so tneb they will loeave v in poaccs’
5]

fnd te o soldier vioe was lying ss 10 dead fron wornds end soie

to his ussce, amell &

> hlossoa, conradeo, @0 the seasislmeoss will go

Like Lo bale o wall on the boad? 00 ohe lolson

invites vs Lo sing some lithle sonzs.”
iz hoppered on the wpper deck. T looked touwayd the Forecastlo
and T smr thet teneral Cisnerns had fallop. Ilrrriedly two sailors

brovpht hiim down Lo tho cabine Iy mastor never meved from his position,

;,

be & greab deal of blood wwis flowing from his ledt arme I vas to help

ra

wdm and belfere I reachod him an officer apm*oac.z,ed intent on wging

him bo retire te the cgbhize. o hadn't said tvo words Lo kin vhen &

prllet carricd off half his head, and his blood splabiered over sy
facee Then Don Alonsc lofb, as pale as the corpse of his friends

mwtilated on the guarterdeck {loor.

)

casher went down, the commbodor was the only one left

e =

showod aveh cowrgee ond spirdit that T gevld znob vesist
Al




o

i amngerente  With wneovered head, pele face, bwpening

2

lavee, ererzobic movenent he rossined ab his post giving ordere with

» v

. S el ] .
ne hwpe of wiondng victory novs

plece in an erderly moumer, and the commender was the ow in svihoriby

Howas e direet the horoisme Tis volce pgave orders to bhe

F%3

An offieor in commpnd of the fireb Lroadside cmme vp Yo tako
orders and before speaking fell deoad ab the fect of his chilely another
o, ™ ) ¢

marine prerd st his side sloo fuwll bedly wornded, and "risrke ot lash

wrs wll alene en tho guarterdeck covered with dead or wormded

ships end o

% oven then did he take hic eyes from tho Toplish

ertillerymeng snd the inposing appearancce of the (marterdock and

rowadhovse where his frionds and sviordinehes vere dying dié nod
distwd his noble hwert nor brosk his debernination to keoep vo the

fire wntll doath stopped hime 4l foeslling the calmmoess and stolvisn

of Francisce Javier rierde, I have been able o wnderstand ovorythiog

thet %hw hereic eaptaine of lows tgo have told wmse. Lt Thabt 4dme T did

dorstend or Fnow the word Tsvwhlimdty"; bt ag I welched the
Prinidad, I lmow that in cvery langvepge there shovwld

.

» o ecEpross thal sagnificence of sovwl vhich soemed

£t from Cod rarely bhostowed npon wretched it

fesls Aeiel

a groet part of the ecermons had censed firing

eli of the mon were ro lonper in beblles Forheps I wovldatt hnve

& o

nobiecd tho sitwation if, led

Q. -
i

by evrinsily, I had not venbrwed Lrom

tho eabin and heord o weleo celling mo in an awivl bone, "Calwlel,

vay, hovel”
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1 wideh Imd boon aloost exmiroly shandonede £ bollet had

S

Talfenents woodon log and ho ssid, "7 sbill wave

e P P
:{.L anr Dol hons 3T

s61ke Lydng ab nd o third one, zeriowsly
Srying herd o fire the

"Gomrade,” said Tarcial to him, Yyouw con®™ oven light e sivb of

Te seizcd theo madoh ghaf? from the heads of the womnded oo and

hended it Lo me saying, "Pelm i, Cebriely if you are afraid, yow will

ge iobo the wmbor."

x

fa be seid this, Lo loaded the camon o

;3

¥

5 hirriedly as possible

aidod by 8 cebin boy who was almost vnscathedy they prasped thoe

both ghovbed, "Firels I sporoached the fge, and the eamon fireds

he operstion was yeposbod for The second and thipd & and the

polee of the cannon fired Ly me rowechoos stransely iv sy sovl. Zhe

ronlizatbio thet T was no

mgoer & spoctabor, by o declisive actor in

3y

bonished all fear for an iostant, and I

leagt T was doteynined Lo appedr Sce On

LIPrY

i ceengion I learned thed heroiss gencrally is uothing move then

& polud of hopore Marcial and others wore vobching mey 1 ol to bo
worthy of their abionblon,,
Uant 1 caid to mysell provwdly, Vif sy little mistross could see

M Nesw & LOW bpmve I oon Tiripg Big cavvons like s mani I hove ab

least sont twe dogen Dnglishmen to the obhor worldi”

mmonings:



Thope poble thovghts eecvplod my nind for o shert time only, becnvse
Tarcielts strongth wos failing hime. e broathed hoovilysy the blood,
Flowing in sbwadence from his head, had groalbly weakenod himy he closed
iy oyes, e::%uada; his aras in conplete eshnwsbion, end said, "I can't
do By mora; the ghmpowder 1s going to my heads Cabriel, bring oo

sope water.®

I ran vo look for water, and when I brovght i% to him, he drank

£

it oagerlys Ho secumed to tele new strongths we wers geing to continve
when & great oxplosion left 78 wotionless. The madn mast, broken
dhrovgh the oastholo, ¢rashed vpon the wpper deck and soon aflcrierds

the zdzpemmshy The ship was D1l of rubidsh and the disorder was

Lrelkily T wno in a veeconh ploce ovd received only & slisht womd

4

on ry heed, which, slthough it frighiened me sl first, did not provest
o from rowmoving the seils snd ropss that had fallen vpon mes The
sailors end soldlers ou deck were fighting 4o dislodge sveh an erornoms
sess of vseless smberial, and now ouly the artillery of tho lower
broadsides kept vp the firo, I freed umysclf as bost I conld, looked
foy iproial z’l.'s‘d could not find hime As I scarched over the guerterdeck,
I voticed that the commander was no louger thers. Seriously wovnded
By & splinter imn his head, he bad fallen lifeless ‘%;a‘%,he fleoy, and
lamediatoly two salilors ciume p bo carry hinm fo the cabine 1 ran Lo
wnrd them and 6 piece of ghot wovnded mo in the shomldore I WA OX=
tremsly frightened and wae positive that I was mortelly woimded amd

that cach breath wae my lasts, In spite of my exeiterernt I roached the
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cabin where I almest fuinted from loss of blooda

in my sexi-consciovpness I kept hearing the roar of the camons
on second ond third gquertordeck and then a volce say furiovwsly, “Doarders
syl The pikesi The axes”

Lf%ermards, the confvsion was 8o gront I covld not distingtisgh the
hrman voices in sveh o savage din of nolses In some strange wey, I
realized, even in that stolo of letharpgy, thel everybhing wne considered

lost, snd that the officers werc gathered in the ¢abin to sgrec to g¥re

renders I heard @ volee on the wpper dock {1 an gvre it was not a drosnm)
which said, "The Trinidad doecs not swrenders Tithowt o dovbt it wea

the veieo of Usrelal, if anyone roally said svch & thinge
I revivod and sow my masber sitbing on one of the cabin sofes with

for his

3

is fepe in his hmedss In his despair he wes pot cven ofring
wonds |

I went S0 him and the wlmppy old man knd no bebber way of exproaning
his grief than enmbracing me In & fotherly way as il we both vere near
doathe I think he at least wos almost dying from grief, for his womd
was not &t all seriovss. I tried Lo console him and told hin that if
the battlo adn't been won, 1t wasn't becavse I didn'i kil) onowgh
Bnglishooa with my 1ittle cannony I added that wo world boe wore
fortmato nenh btive, eesthiildish words which &id nob seobhe his heavy
neorie

Then I went ovbside in ascarch of wamler fer wy waster, I witnessed
the lowering of the fleg, vhich was ebill floating on the lower suil,

ey

sge of the few romdins of the west and spers leit standing with the



Sramevork of the miszommiste Thet glerione plese of lincn, now Sorn
inte covpbless shrods, the symbol of oy honor, which held btoueath
hor folds every combabtant, desconded from tho mash fo pise 10 LOTce

The ayes of apn oan knoy no bebttor onbles of promd defoel and hevolo

e

offort in the faop of swporior forces than thab of & Dhaywmer lowered
sho svn is sebbing. Just ab the mowoent of svrrender the sm ended
its cowge apd sank in the owvening sky, .‘loodi > ovr flag with its

P

the Tiring ceased, aud the Faglish boarded Gho congvered

woasole
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COAPIER EXIX
Whon the tenss oncitonomt of Tattle hed passod and the svweivors
hed 4ian bo yiold to griel oud the cold torror prodnoeed by The sight

s

the first tize we achymlly saw the appoaranco

wivl hevoc, Do
of the ship in 81l its horrible majusty. “Bbil that mement ovy minds
had possessed only one thovphbe.othat of dofensc, bwb wien the Tiring

stopped one covld sec the wator rvwhing in throwh the Yhewsand holes

in the hwll; we reslized the ship wosg sinking, thresbening

ug all, living and dood, in the bobtom of the soaos The Tnglish bad
scarcoly boorded whon & "manimovVe ory arose frowm owy gailors, "Po the
prmps "

£11 of 7w who wore able ran to thow and workes fierecly; bt those
dofeetive machires now dislodged considerably less wmber then was
entering the ships Swddenly o ory, oven more berrible thap the former

one, £illed mg with terrors I have alrcedy ssaid chat the wovnded had

bhoen carviod to the last lovel, since 36 was Lolow the 1ino 6f floabe
»

b of the range of bullebss The walter wos now rapidly invade

thas plase, axd sone sailors peorod throveh the habclway shovbing,

 wornded ave drown

Host of the orew hesitated, not bpowing whether 4o conbinre tailing

o7t the water or o £o bo the assistance of those wmfertwoabe onomy I

doutt now what would have happened to them if the mer frvon arn iHnglish

1 EY

hip hed pot come o o aids They pot only tronesported the woumaded

KR

to the third and sccond declm bvt thoy slso worksd the props v

thoeir carpenters triod fo repair some of the damapges o the hulle
(=t
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i Llonso

- -
PR —
4 WO CRATRCORRS

that porbags Don

% el i
might need ¥e

N = P SO o AL
: on the stern of the Berbtisisg Trinidad. I realize

dor whoat povdon we for smeabioning heyve ny own thonghts,

b

but © ghall say this scone mede we think e littlos The Engl

always soempd to we plrabes sund higlhvaynen of the sen, an oad

people whe did nobt comprise a netion bt lived by moraiding. vhen I

(=3

5

s tho pride and hoard the lively oxclammdlons with whieh thay hoisted

3

theiyr flag, vhos 1 notlced thelr joy and satisfaction

E«

n hoving saptyroed

whe greptost apd nesh ploriows ghip that hed evor graced the seas, I

they, teo, loved theiyr wative lapdy that she bad snbrisibed

believe that in that mysteriems

P oehoro mrsh oxlet, ae in Spein, many howorable
poople, & fathorly bing, mothers, éonmphbors, wives, sisters of brave
sailors, vhe awaiting thelyr rebvrn probably were praying to Sod to

s then vigborys

In tho eabin I fovnd my wpsbor ovop more silepbe The Inglish
officors who had anbored there treatod s politoly and 1 "wdersbood
they yanted to btreunsier the womded 4o come enomy vessel. Jne of tho

officers &I‘P&“Gﬁﬁﬂ@f wy wagber as i he wished bo vecognizo hin and groctw

el

ed him in Z%l,fnﬁt}rr&cﬁ Spanish, rominding him of a forrer seguainbencs.

bty master gravely rebmmmed his covwbesy and afbtorvards he asked hin

abori the parbicvlars of the conbabe

;

Uroul yihok abovd bhe resorve? Whet hos roving denet™ ingrired
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the e
# o Hepbhzo have

come to ovr aide”

Ve o

&

who heve nob endercd in oobliond”

wing, Gravine, vhat abovwt Groviee?' ny uagber insisted.

dsturias, b oo ho was prrovedg

T do oot oy i he bas ropahed (oD«
Urpd the Indefouso?®

It has boon captired.”

"snd the Sente Aot

YTt has also heon captrrede”

U heavens ) exclaimed ry zester withot Leing able to hide his
pngers "1l bet the Hepommeono hes not boon taken.”

274 too has beon tolene®

o, are you gwret ind Chryrveat®

e iso dead,” snsvercd the Trpglislysn sadlye

okl Ue Js dondd in deadt" reponted my pmsber in sovrewfwl

sehace is pra bably saved, the Bahsum has peobably

. / S '!
fliil La

salisno? Colimno

e [P | . 4
o, " ho is dend, booe’
L R . NP R NS & i
"And whoat abewl tho Aloedo?

e gold oot hide his deep grief, and o advepcod ago

pished s&l&wﬂ&ml necdod so owoh dn sveh awivl wonouls, he hed
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o yiold bo the indignity of & few bears, o sad cowrbesy o' of rospect

to hic componions. teeping is nobt wwbecoming in gprost cheractersy yvabher
it indicaves uhi’& forbile wdon of o soneliive refinement and sbropgbh
of chavacter. Uy mester, having {wlfilled his dwby es & seilor, cried
Like & manp ol vesoverivg fron his low spirits end seeking scae BOUNS
by which be ecovld retwrn Yo the Unglishwen the grief that he had ocavsed
him, he seid, "But yovu have probably s'fered ns mvoh a8 wo. You have
perbaps had considernile lossog.”

"Cus, cspooielly irveparavle,” answered the Paglishosn with as mweh
angish as that of Don Alonsos ™ic havo lest the foremost of ovy goas
uet, the bravesh of the brave, the horole, ﬂm divine, the solime

Admival Folsona®

d with as little Tlirmness asg thet of my mesber, the English
eificer 4id net try to hide his Litter sorrows he covered his face with
his hands end openly wopt with sincere grief for hie chief, protector,
and {riends

Nelsop, mortelly womded in midst of the batitle, as I later learuved,
by & bvilet whieh pierced his breast and lodpod in his dorssl spine,
said o Captein Uardy, "It is {inished. At last they heve atbeived ih.*
His agony Issted mtil late eveningy be lost none of the details of
the battle, nor did his militery end oaval genive wane vatil the logt,
flecting gviver of life faded in his womdod bodye. Vraeked by borttring
pain, he never ebopped dicteting orders and lisbtening to reperts of both
fleetn, and when he wee told victory was his, he seid, "ilessed be God,

1 nave PYifilled my dviy."
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A guarter of an ho'r later the foremost semman of ovr centwry died.
Please pardon my digression. The reader wil wender why we did not lmow
the fate of many ships of the combined fleet. Owr ignorance was only
matwral, becanse of the excessive length of owr battle line end the
system of partial struggles adopted by the Dnglishe Their ships hed
been mingled with o'rs, and as the struggle was with gm-fire, the enewy
ship sttacking s hid from view the rest of the fleet, and besides the
very thick smoke prevented o'r seeing anything except or very nearest
srromndings.

At nightfall, althowgh the emmmon fire had not ceased, we covld
mwmmmﬁmuwwmum
some with half masts, others completely ™mmsted. The fog, the mmoim,
the very confvwsion of owr minds prevented ws from lmowing if they were
Spanish or Bnglishs and when the light of a distant powder flash ile
I'mnirated intermittently that dreadfvl panormma, we noticed that the
fight was still reging feriovsly between growps of isolated shipsy that
others were rmming in disorder carried along by the storm, and that
o of oWrs was being havied towsrd the sowth by another Inglish vessele

Kight came, and with it the seriovsness and the horror of owr

sitvation ircreased. nmlmmmmumbhum

after smch great misfort'mesy bt on the contrary, the elements wore
reging with fvry as if heaven believed that or trovbles were not
enovghe A frosh storm broke ovt, and wind and water beat snd whipped
against the boat, which shorn of tackle and rigging, was rocking at the

morey of the waves. The swteadiness was so great that work was diffienlt,
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SUROPURGeR

L'K&

every holtrs of vis vall the
Prinoe tricd Ho tow the Trinidads bt its offoris were fMiile dve 4o
feer of on izpact which wovldd have beeon fobal te bobh shipg.
Z-’.bﬂznﬁim il wos nol pessible Ho loke any food, and I was dying
of hwnpor baesnse the resh, indifferont to everything emcept dangor,
scareely gave any hoed Lo guch an baporbant mabters 1 dlde't Jdere Yo
agk for a piece of Lwead for lenr of sppearing ovh of place, yet I
confess shamclescly thas I directed my searching glance sworywhere I
thonght food provisions mizht bee Finglly I wes foreed fo mke a
viglt te Lhe storergoms, and how awrprised was I to fird Mareisl

there povring inteo his stooadh the first thing e fovmd ab hndf the

g

old pan wec «1ighély wounded, and slthowgh o bvllel bad carvied off

-

L feot, as (his weo nothing more than the ond of his woodon

3

B B
i

P

leg, Yarsislte body vms only & libble mare orippled by the zdshape.

Upake ih, Gebriel,” e said to uwe, £31ling my bosom with hards
sacke YA ahilp Jdovs pot sril withows foode"

¥e impedistely bipped 2 bobtle and dyeank with deliphb,.

e left the storerons, end I sew that we were nob the only ones
visiting the place, for everything indicabed thai a disorderly pillege
had ovovrred 4 few sinvbes Leforoe

With my sbmzw%;i» repowed, 1 eovld think abovh working at the praps
or Wwlping the carponbors. With wueh diffienliy soms of %:}m Srmirns
wore monded with the sid »f the Dmglish, vhe wore watehing cverything,

.3

and 48 I later loarned, mevor lost sight of o' sailores for bhey were
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afvaid thet the erew night rise in rebellion ood recapture the ships

£]

ks

The enony showed wore svepicion than goed Jdgment in this, for sz
abbonpl So rosapbiwe & vessel fn sveh condivion wovld heve boen foolishg
however thé:f keep paerz.rg abont mfy@?hew and wobohing the moveuonts
of eVeryonte

| Then night cane on I was so exhavsted with cold I covld hardly
;;ﬁsmdém dooky begides I wns rning the risk of boling dashed fwmy

- "

by the ses, snd ao I went to the cabine Iy first intention was to

gleep o ittles bre who covld sleep that night?

“he samp confrsion vmisbed in the cabin as su tho upperdetie | The
wminjrred wore helping the Womﬁéﬂ whose intense svifering, increased
by the movereube of the ship, was svch thebt thoy covld not get & monenb's
rest. Their sad plight prosembed svch & griesomo spectacle that it was
m};aessibla for enyone o reste On ome .s:{da of the cabin were lying the
doad officers, cowvored with the national Tlag. Iu tho pwseﬁce of avch
desolation ond svifering one covld ouvy those corpses, for they were
the only ones ot poace on boowd Tthe Trinideds they lmew no Jatisve,
pain, physical suffering, and shuwe of defest. The flap which they

seyved provided o gloriovwe shroid thet renoved Thenm fron tho sphore

of responsiillity, of disgrece and hopelossnoss in which wo fowmd ovrw
selvens The dungey of the ship affvcted thew not at all, for aow the
siap wos oniy Gholy onshela

The dead officers wore: Don Jwan Cisniego, ship lievbonoxnt, lwim
ans aob rolébved Lo wyr magber in spite of the save navgj Don J@&qng;ﬂ

Golan sad Don Juan Yabwbe, also ship liowbonantsg Colonel-lientens

3. B s g 4 C @5 oW
eyt of the army, Don Jose Cravllesy Urias, the livwtenant of the frigedes
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. Den Antordo Bobadilla, sselne pwards Tho dead soldlers and sailors,

Yyiog in disorder »u the broadsides spd dook, recched the total of fowr

S

I shall never forget the mowent that those bodios were hwled into

the sen ab the order of the fn:lish officer in command of the shipe The

sad coremeny oeovrpesd ot dewm of Uhe twentye-sccond, the heour whon the
shborm incrcased appavently jvst to edd to the awe and horror of tho

AR

soonts The bodlies of ho offlcers were removed from deck, the priesh

mwrricdly repesbed & short prayor do wveld prolonging the sitvation,

and the solemm seb woes hmcdietoly vader way. Wrapped in thelr flap

-

o ecamnonball tioed to their feeb, bthey woere wled Inbo the ssas

spyily this wordd bave prodveed sadooss and consberyabion 5» anye

SwdR

et o' minde bad bhooonme so invved Lo trapedy thebt we vers little

o
aifortod

presoence of

deaths  Tho oveegvies of the sea oro sadder

o on lexdly e body is glven to the

thore 1% reuwninsgs

its loved opos lmow thadt Thore is o plob of esrth whore the rosmins

rofi, ond they cen mark It with a gravestone, & ¢rosg, or & TOC

T

 in Whe 800, esesthe bedios are thrown inte thet moving Lsuensity

andl one feels thot they seoase 4o exist the ianstant they falls: Imavivaiieon

can not follew them om their jorrney to the votbonless siyse, and it is

impodsible bo think of their being iu one partievlar eoobe I thovphb

s e

of all these things ag I watched dissppenyr the bhodios of

\&

wse renowned

warriors, who the day before wore tho floveyr of monbood, the glory of

their noavion, and The delipht of their Tumilicse
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The dend sailors wore ecact inbo the ses with less corcronys Tho
ordinance rvled that thoy be wrapped in their besmoeck; b on that
ocoasion there wos no time to fvifill the ovdinenco. Bome of thom were
ghrouded necording to rvle, bot the mmjority were thrown inbo ithe son
withovt any clothing or cannouballs on thﬁr feet, for the simple resson
that there were not enovgh for all of thome Thej mim‘befaé forr hwndred
spproxivately, and in order to coaplebe their biriel more grickly, every
wan on besrd eapeble of doing so hed to lend & hands Ich to my dise
pleas re I had to sffer my 8id in sweh s sed dvty, and some bodies were
cast overboard by my hand and other more vigorove onsos

Then somothing happoned which cavsed me mweh fright. A horribly
disfigored corpse wag picked wp by two ssilorsy and as they lifted
hin on high, seme of the bysbanders made coarse, joking remsrks, which’
world heve been wbecoming on auy ocension and &t that woument, infewoBs.
I don't know why the body of that wnfortmete was the only one thed
cavsed then to lose their respoot for the dead, bt they were saying,
"Howr he hes paid his dves. He will vt make any wore,” and other ine
dignitics of the same Lype. Thelr words angered mep bwt my indipoation
changed to astonishment snd ap indefinable féﬂliﬁg.;,;&i@ﬁ-ﬁmlﬁliﬁg of
regpect, palin, and feary for on obsorving the mwiilated featvres more
alusle}ly; I recognised the body as that of my "nclesss « I closed oy
eyes tv berrov s didn'k epern them watil the violent splashiug of the
water indiocated thet he had disappeared fovever Irom hrwnn sights

That san had been very wean to me and vory c¢rvel to his gistery but

he was my noay Rinssnu, he was oy mobherts brothers the bloed runming
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3.

that voleoe within which wrges v Lo forw

ny fellow men sovid rot be sileopced after the soune

@

that passed belore my uyoss AL the same tive 1 bad boen able to recogs

nize i the Woody face of ny wele some of the facial characteristics

of my nother, axd the resowblapce ivereased my emobione. A% that mowent
I 414 not remgzber that this mowe had Doen ¢ great criminaly I oven fore-
gob the ervelby be showed me in ny *whappy childhoods. I assvre yov, end
i have ne dovbt in saying this, althevgh 1% may seex self preise, thad

I fergave hin with sll uy hesrh, and 1ifted wy thovslbs to Uod, plesding
thet de pardon all his siuse

Afberwnrde 1 lenrved that he hed condwctod himsell hercically in

battley neverthelsss, be was mable bto wir ths syspathy of his ecurades,

who, jdging him to be the vilest of men, wd nob enc word of affection

)

or pity for him, mob oven in dhe shproms popert when ewvery sin is fore

w

is granted an ncoe™nt of his deeds 1l the

Later in 4he day the Principe tried again to tow the Ssnticime
Trinidad, bvhk with as Livlle svecess as the night belore. The sitvetion,
howevor, did not grow wovae, as peny desages hod beon repolvedy and it
s belleoved thab, if the weathor onlued, they conld save the hvll of
the vessels The Dnplish were deterpined o de so, for they wished to
take it to Cibmliar as a t%o?hy, the greatost ship that bad ever hesn
ilte Tor %:hig reason thoy worked zealovsly i the pvmps night and

day, and peroitted vs Lo rest somotiness
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Dapdng vhe enbire day of the twontyesccond the sea seethed with

3,

a.mﬂa;,*" end Lifted eud bonsed the hvll of ihe ship as if it were &

fpail lavmehi and that groet mass of .meﬁ proved the strong
wreoing of 1be solid freses when it 4id not dash inko s thovsend pieoces
from the effects of the powerivl beating of the waveos. Thore wore
noments when the sea wonld become calm, oné it looked as if the ship
was going bo sink foroveri v the waves wovld rage sgsin with the fury
o & deop svalanche, mﬂ the hawghty prow adorned with the Lion of
gastile wovld rise, and apain wo dorcd to hope ovr lives wovld be sparodas
fm overy side we saw ghips herc and therep most of them wore Hnglish,
with practioally ne damnpes, trying to reach the coash to tale relipo.
Vo alse sow pomo Sponish and French ones, some wnrmsbed, others being
towed by sone onomy vossels _;ﬂ?@i&l recognized one of then as the

San Idelfowso. Ue saw floating in the water e prest mass of debris
and spoils, sweh as topmasts, lower maste, broken lsvmches, nekehways,

fregnents of Leloonice, stern porbsy snd lastly we cevpght sight of twe
wafort'mate sallors, clinging to @ big piece of wood, being carried
mumy by tho waves, and they wovld have periabed if the Snplish had not
rvn gvickly be their sids They were carried aboard the Trinided and
thiug they rebvrued to the land of the living,e»»00 oxporionce, which
aftey Peeling * themsslves in the arms of death, was oqwivelent to being
born again.

The day passed, alternabing between agony and hopey at omenoment

it seemed absolvhely necesspry to board an Dozlish vessel in opder to

save o"r livesy tho aoxt moment we hnd hopes of soving ovr own bosdbs



The ides of being cerried to Cibralisr as prisoncrs was torrible, i

not Yor me, ospecislly for men as scrupvlons and sbbborn as my wesier

;ift

vhooe mestal angwish on that day mvet svrely havo beon too bittor even
to dromm ofy §v% these painfrl alternebives ceasod in the aftermoon

and bhe opinion was "mopiuots that if weo did nob zo on borad we wobid

all perish in the boat. Trisrte and Cisneros reoeived the nows with

calmmess and seronity, romariking thet they did not see o greal differonce
vetwoen dying in thelr own home wnd being prisovers in a foreign ouee
Witk mwch setivity the transfer began st the faint light of dowm; It

wes vertainly no casy tosk as over throe hvndred wovaded had to be

tropsforreds The "minjrvred of the crow yvmbored ayewnd five hupdred

iy & Pigmes to whilch one thovsand one hvndrod end £ilty men had been

The trensier bepan bwricdly with the lavpches of the Trinidad;
those of the Prince and Three other vegsels of the Inglish Floct.
Preference wos given Lo the worndedy Tmt, althovgh great care was
itoien to suve them every discomfort, 3t wes impossible to 1iit fhen
from their positions withomt caveing then great pain, and somc begged

sith lowd eries that they be left in poace, preferring death to thes
trip which renewed their suifering. Iasbte did not glve way Lo pity,
and they wore carried to the lawnches with as little mercy as ihe
eold corpses of their commrndeos bhad been hywrled ipbo the

Commpnder “riarte and chied of the fleet Cisperos embariked in the
bonts of the Hoplish officisls, sud they insisted that ny mastor come

with them, brvé be resolviely relvged, saying that he wished to be



last ene to abendon the Trinided. This trvly vexed nep for Lhe overe
flow of yatydobism, which st first hed made pe go bold, su@ionly diew
appoeredy I thovght orly of saving my 1ife, and T decided thadt renining

vonrd & ship that woe sinking by the minvbe was certainly nob befite

LA i
;% notilo ende

. N

mded, for bwll of

7 fears wore nob wad the orew vas Dot off when
& Low remblivg of dread and slarn arosy in oV vESsele

e are going to sinkl..efo the lamches, 4o the lomehes P shovbed
sorz, while oll, poverncd by the instinet of solfepreservation, woro rime
nlng to the railing and seeking with avid eyes the retwrning lavnches.
Iwery bagk wag ebsodonedy the wo'mded were forgotten, and msany of them

vho had been carried on deck were rushing abort with a ecertain delirious

madness, seeking o porthole throvgh which they misght hwrl themselves

inte the sems Tlwevwgh the hetolmmys came & pitifvl ory which still
repchops in ny bredin, chilling the blood in xy velns and raising My
haire They wore the soreans of the wovrnded left on the first broads
gide who, feeling themselves seaked with the wabter vhich was now ine

vading that plece, were pleading for help either from God or mfw, I

ot
2]
¥

w35 nots

They beg in yain becarse overyowe Gthovght only of his own sale

vehions ALl roshed headlomg to the lewnehes, and this conf¥sion in the
derkness of the might hinderod tho transfors Only one man, indifforent
in the presenpe of svch great darger romained on the garbordosh withe
o't heeding what was going on grownd himg ho was preogevpded and ongrosw

sed in peditadion, &z if those planks on which his foob rosted wore not
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fiom Menco did mob notice me, and I sbill '?‘eliew, if memory Sorves

oo right, thab witho 't sbandoping hie at%itmde, ho wierod words o
&; P L

Porairn o the ¢itvalion €3 thesey "y ¢ Taes is going to levgh
L ¥ 3 z

wher I go Daek howe after this grost defeat
"Sehor, the ship 1s soing to Sinkl” I shovied sgein, no longer

seribing the danger Lwt plesding with gestvros and shoVis.

Ty smagbor looked at the svo, ab the Iamches, ab the wmern vho snziote
Iy and blindly were lﬁap n into themy mnd I searched with anxio®s ayes
for Hareinl, axd onlled him with a1l the strength of wmy Ivnpgss Thon I
becsne wholly oblivievs Lo everything thet was heppenings I fell sbvnw
nod, my eyes clovded over, end I dow'i lmow whet ocomrreds ?&en i try
o pelete how I soved ayself, I ean only recall momories as vegye 85
the shedows of & drean, Yi‘ar withort & dovbt terror }.srﬁ token sny all
sonsclovaness. It seess that & sailor approcched Don Alongo when I
war balking to bim, and thed W prasped him in hie strong srmse I felt
sysell belng carrvied, exd wher my bhasy aind cleaved a lithle, T fomd
mysell in & levpch, leaning on the knoes of my zaster, vho vas holding
ay head betweesn his hands with o fatherly affection. Iarcisl olvhoued
the heln of the rrdder; the lawneh ﬁﬁs 211 of peoplo.

z mweu wy oyes apd saw ol fow or five yerds distance ot the right
the bleck side of ths noerby ship sinkingg ’Eshrt}'ﬂg;h the portholes where

the wetey bad no% yob reached, theore eere o feehle brightuness, that of

@ lemp liphted ef nightinll, which was s56ill Leeping weinh, gvrerding
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wbiringly the remudns of tho sbandoned shipe Jome oring roachod g

eers from the porbholes. They were the poor womxded whom it had been

éﬂ

inpossible to save, and who wope Llying gvspended ovey the s

that aiserable licht pormisted thom Lo gaze ab ecoch gthor mnd commie
coto with thelr gyes the anpvish of thelr hesrtd.

¥y immgivebion Brned agedn ko the inberior of the boat; only on

s mare of wahor wos nooded Lo bhroak the frail balancs which s5ill

P

held sbe How thene 'wmiorb nabe onps wist have wabehed the rise of the

A e ] B % & T s Yeraey  pathede  Tadvamen oy B3 X e R g 5 4T o qode B AU, S
wvaberl Thet they woet hove seid in dhat aufl mopendl Apd iF they

s those vho were flecing in the lavnches, 17 thoy sonsed the croake
ing of tho omrs, vith whet bitlorzess thelr trovbled sonls youk have
groeeedl 2w, too, ig 1% cortain thet the awfvl mertyrdosn cloonsed
thelr souls of every sin, and thai Cod's compession illed svery nook

of the chip in the morent 1t sank forovor.

The lampch moved away. 2 koph woleh

2y thnt shapeless hrllk,
elvhoveh I stopeeh thet it wos my fanbtasy ond not my eyes thet sow
the Trinidad in tha derimoss of the nighty I even thowht T disbine
gished & groot arm descend froam hetven $o the swrfnee of the waterss

It wes dovbilese imagination produeed by my own foelings and thovghtes



CHAPTER XIIX
The lavnches movod eWBYe.sto where? Uot cven Yareial hismself
now where wo wore goinze. The darkness was so greet that we lost
sizht of "Esha va‘&ix@r- vessels, and the lights of the ship Prince dige
appesrod behipd the mish as if o pust of wind had oxbingwished ibte

hoond the sen wind so gevere thabt Ythe wek eralt

The BaTRS WeTe go hig

ndvanced very little, apd dve to tho capable ghidenes it was erndangored

4

nly onets Yo all wore gviet, and mosgt of mg fimed ovr sed glances
on tho site where ’are spposced that owy sbhandoned companions werc
stevgegling at that vory instent with desth in frightfvl sgonye

With these sad thowghba, in accovdunce with my ovsbon, I conld
not refrain from meking other refloctions which I might well vemtrre
to eall philosophics OSompone will lavgh at the idea of & fowrteen
yoar old philosopher. Bwb I shall nob bo distyrbed by levghiter, and
I shall have the dardng to describe hore ny thonghts at that btimee
Children, too, are sconstomed to think great thingey sed on that oce
easion, bofore *bhaﬁ spocteclo, whet mind except that of un idiot
conld remein calm?

VYory well thens In ovwr lovpehes there were Spanisrds and Tngliche
wer, althovwph the nwber of the former wey preatery ib wes stravpe té
cugerve haw Sriendly they were with sach othey, how they helped ench
other, and how they totally disreperded the fact that on ihe previeovs
day, they wore killing esch othor in the mamner of wild beasts rathor
thon of mene. I uedched the Dupglishmen rowing with as ameh dobermination

as ooy meny I oboorved in their faces the soao signs of berreor and hope,
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end espocially d4id I porecive in thelr exprecsions thet Llessed sonbi-
ment of kindness and cleriity, the incentive of all. Uith these thovghis,
I said Lo myself, "oh, Sod, why ere there wars? ¥Why can't these mon bo
frionds in all sitmations of 1ifo as they are in tiwmes of danger? Does
not this that I see prove oll mom are brothorst™

o guddenly the ides of pabtionalitby, the systen of ielands that
I had formed, ovt short these reflections, and then I ssid, "Bt now,
all this is the result of the islands wanting to tale syvay some picce
of land from the others; and dovbbless in them all thero st be very
mesn men who are the ongs thet arc the vars for their ovn psraopal
gains, oither bwearse they are ambitiovs and wish Yo comsand, o he:-
cawge thoy are greedy end wanl to be richs These bad men sre the onog
whe deceive 4:5256 othors, all those mfortvnate onee who po svmy to fight;
wod in ordor thab the decelt may be complote, they lead them on to hate
other natlons, they sow the seeds of discord, they fosont cuwy, and here
is the resnlie I ae swre," I added, "that this cannct last; I*1L Lot
o doviloon to less money thed within a short time the men of the variems

islonds will beome convinoed ¢het they are mltdng o great blwnder by

&

fighting sveh terrible wers, and the day will come whon they will ome
brace one anothor mnd nll agree to form only one bip family«®

Thvs I reasoneds I have lived sevenby years since this tine and
1 ave not seen that day arrives

The levneh adwanced with great diffievlty throveh the spas If oy
masteyr wovld bave permitted i%, I think theb Yarcial wovld bave altenpbe

ity . Ry - N y . ¥ 3 - N _ w‘;/ 3
ed Lo throw the Inglish into the sog, tMrn the prow toward fadiz or the



coast, even with tho almest certuin probability of drowning in the
crossings I think thal he wst bave confided this plen be sy masbor,
for I sav hin telling to him in & low volce, and Don Alonso mwet hove
civen bim & lossop ix bonovable behavior, becavse I heard him sey,
“He are prisonere, arcisl, we are prisoners. It womld have boen
"%z:ﬁiﬁ%};;zr if wo had never secn & lavmch.”

ihe Prizce bkad moved awsy Prom its former posiblony no light
indicated te ws the presenve of an cueny ship‘;v £% 1ast, we So¥ one,
end & little later appesred the dim ovtline of a wvessel plying to
windward thyowgh the storm in o direction controry to otra. foune
helicved it to be Frenchy others, Pnglishs and Mareial declared it
was Spandshe They forced the oars, and with great effort we coup te
within taliting disteance.

"reil, on boord the shipi® we aill shovted.

They instantly answered in Spenish.

"It is the Sam Avgretin,” said lmreisle

“rhe San ﬁ}ﬂg‘iﬁt:{ﬂ hee sk, roplied Don Alonso. "1 belicws ik
is probably the Sanbe Ane, for she also was coptwede”

Trely as we drew nesrer, we all recopnized the Sants fims, vnder
the command of Lisvhenant Ceneral Alavs in the battle. Immodiately
the TYoglish who had her in evetody Ipre};arecl to lend ws nid, avd In e
short time we fo'nd orselves safe and sovnd on decke

The Serde Ang, & 112 cermon ship, also hod svffeored hoavy damigos,
althongh not ne serdows as those of the Sentisima Trinidady and while

sho wes complotely muasted and withont ydder, her h¥ll wasg not in bad
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coendition. The Sanbs Ane lived 11 yemrs afber Tralolger, and she wonld
bave lived ovew longer, AP ehe hed not gl in Hevera Bay in 1816 for
lack of ropairss. Uer action on this occasion was pgleriovs, She was
vnder the comand of Lievbenmid General Alawvn, tho officer in charge
of the vemguard, which, when the order of the Labtlle wes changed, bow
came the reargvards How yoo kmow that the ¢olmm vnder tho conbrol of
Collingwood advanced Lo abbael the reargwird, while Holson moved against
the centors The Stabta Ann, sssisted only by the French Fovgwewz, had
to fight the Yoyal Soverelpn end fow obhor Ppglish ones, ond in gpite
of the ireguwality of sbrength, ono side snffered as nmeh davepe as the
othery Cellingwoodts ship was the first to withdrew {ron babtile, and
congequently he had bto bransfer to the Irigate Iywypealuvs. According
to ihose who were present, the conflict was bitter, and tho two powers
£l vessels strmgeoled with thelr yerderss towhing soch obhor for &
spoce of six ho'ws 'miil the Saubta Ana hod to svrrender with Ceneral
Alewe vorpded, Commandor Cordopyi wornded, Dive officers and ninebys
soven sailors doad, and one hyvmdred Tifty others wowmded, Afbor she
was captvred by the Inglish it wes fmpossible to monm her dve Ho her
bad condition and the fryriovs wind thet raged on the night of the twenby=
Pirety thvs when we bowrded her, she was in & oritical, b not desperate
sitvation, and she was floating at the mercy of the waves wmeble bo
tako any direction.

I folt consolation in seeing that the faces of every wan in the
erow revoaled the dread of approaching desthi thoy were sad and grovee

1y resignod to tho pain of defest and the hwmilimbion of being prisoners.



1 parbiovlarly noticed thai the inplish officers in charpe of the ship
wore nob as kind sod gentlo as those who took compand of the Trinidad.
{m the cowtrary, the compmnders of the Sanba Ans were wory crosg and
disagrockibls gertlezen, and they greally vexed ow men by thelr emaps
gorebion of their own importance sapd thelr impertinent remarks &b evorye
things This diapleased the capbwed crew e prost desl, espscially
tho enilors, and I heard alarming mbborings, whir;h. world not have been
very soothing for the nglishmen iF thoy had hooard theme

L bo the rost, I do nob want o relste thoe incidents of that
night's sailing,»--»if wondering eimlossly abovy, ot the mercy of the
wayos withont sails or rudder con be cnlled sailinge 1 do not wish, then,
to auney wy readers writh the repetition of deeds alveady ﬁtﬁ@a&ed
aboerd the Trindded, and I pess on to tell yo» obher enbirely differcet
things, whieh will syrprise yo» as nwh as they did mee

I had lost my fondness for walking abo™s on vpper deck and gvarbore
decly, and so whon I ©yond syself on board the Santa Ane, I took refvuge
with oy moetor in the cahiu where I eovld resh & Little and take somo
fondy fer 1 was greatly in moed of wi,}a. Thero wore iun that plece,

nevertheless, mooy womaded whom 1%t vns nocessary bo care for, and this

bagl, altheveh very ploasing 1

Ix
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2, Jw not 8llow we ﬁ%’;@ rest theb =y
woary body demandeds I wms bygy probing o bandege on Don Alonco's

i, whon I felt a hand on oy shovlders I tvraed arowd and mot foce

o face & tall yowmg nan, wrapped in & long bive cape, end I did nob
recognize him &t fMrete After losking of hin closely for g fow seconds,

I wbered an ezclamntion of astonishnents It was yormg Don Dalasl

Takosping, the sweethoert of my litble nmistresse
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Lo nasster enbracod hin affechbionnbely, sud he sab dows &% ovr sides

od was e pale fven loss of Blood aud

Lip presonse pradveed

o coupletely Jisc

velons in we, Wk 1 wvsh confoss evoryibing, althowgh

=

mmy nob be vory Taverable bo mp. &b first T exgericuced

joy on seoing o perscn of oy aoguedntunce who hwrd loft gveh

o horeidble comflied whmrwod; sv ilnstont later, bowever, She old heto

~

that that rmon aversed ln ze nuekored in iy bresct like s 4¥lled paio

wiich beglins o btorbire s agaln aitor & period of reliefs. I confoss

vith shawe thet 1 weas sorry Yo s0¢ hinm safo and sotmde I shali aiso
say in ay bokmll that this regreb was only o momontery seassbion, {leet
s o i‘lam of h,ﬁtmrt, roal and dorly, that bluckenod my sovli or
@é::i,{zr said, i% wos only & light eclipse of Ghe light of =y conscionce,

which tenporerily dimmsd $hs radient Lrighinosse

The wicked side of my charseber doninabed for only an inotexd,

A5

1id At in bhe dopshe of wy

e

ard in Ghet loebond I govppresscd it and
hoarke Gould overyone say Lho stwe Lhiwg?

- maral condlict I viowod Thlespina with joy Leecavses he

with pity vecavse he wes wo'mdedy and even yob 1 roumeis
bor with wide that I ualﬁ\t bo rovorl thesy enoblons 4o Bine Iy poor
little mistress ! Tihah greal anxlety she wiet be end'wingl My heard
filled with kindnessg I world have 2 te Vejor to say to hor, "Soforita
noss, your Bufoel is sefe and somd it

Poor Ialeapion bhad beon tranpsferrved o the Sanba ins {youw tho

pitesng, 4 oaptirod ship wilth sveh o large awber of womdsd Gk

)



it was necessary to divide them among the rest of the ships so that
they would not perish in sbandonment. As soon &s the fatherwinelew
and son=in=law had exchanged greetings and discvssed the absent members
of their families, the conversation tvrned to the battle; my master
told what had happened on the Santisime Trinided and then said, "Buwt
nobody says for s'wre where Greavina is. las he fallen prisoner, or did
he retreat to Cadiz?"

"The general," answered Malespina, "kept wp a terrifying fire on
the Defiance and the Revenge; the Neptme, & French vessel, and the
San Ildefonso and the Sen Justo, owr ships, helped hims bvt the strength
of the enemy was dovbled with the aid of the Dreadnowght, the Th'mderer
and the Poliphemms, and after this all resistance was impossible. Sinee
the Prineipe de Astmrias had all her tackles o, was withovt masts and
pierced like & sieve, and as General Cravina and his major gemeral had
been wovnded, they decided to sbandon the conflict becavss every resiste
ance was stvpid and the battle was loste On & broken plece of sper
Gravina holisted the sign of retreat, and accompanied by the San Jvsto,
the San Leandro, the San Montafies, the Indomptable, the Neptwme, and
the Argonavia, he withdrew to Cédiz, painfvlly embarrassed at his
inability to recover the San Ildefonso, which hes remained in the power
of the enemys"

"Tell me what happened on the Nepomweeno," said my master with very
great interest. "I can hardly believe that Chvrrmea is deade In spite
of the fmot that everyone says it is trve, I still hold to the belief
that that divine man mmst be alive somewhere."



imlespine said that mfortmately he had witnessed the death of
Chvrrvce and he promised to tell everything soon. GSeveral officers
formed in a grovp abovt him and I, more cwriovs than they, pressed
closer go as not te miss a syllables

"From the time we left Cédis,” said lelespina, "Chrrrwea had
the premonition of this great disasters He had expressed his dise
approval of the depart're becavse he kmew the inferierity of omr
strength, and moreover, he combed little on the intelligence of
Compander Villenewe. All his predictions have come trve, even that
one concerning his death, for withovt a dowbt he foressw it, so positive
was he of not obtaining victery. On the nineteenth he said to his
brother-in-law Apodace, 'Before I srrender my ship, T will blow it
wp or sink ite This is the dvty of those who serve their King and
fatherland,® That very dey he wrote to & friend of his and told him,
*If you find ovt that my ship has been captwred, say that I have died'.

"I imew then by the grave sadness of his face that he realized the
ovtoome wovld be disastroms. I believe that this certainty and the
impossibility of avoiding it, althowgh he felt it so strongly, pro=
forndly distwrbed his sovl, capable of great deeds as well as great
thonghtse

"Chrrvea was & religio™s man becase he was a sperior man, At
eleven o'clock on the morning of the twenty-first he ordered all the
crew and marines to come on decks e made them bow on their lmees and
in a solim voice said to the chaplain, 'Perform the dvties of yo'r
ministry, father, and forgive theose brave ones who do net know what
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s vonflick.t Then the roligiovs cerenony wes

“ut'

:""»

ing In o Dirmy, perstasive btone, he

321:1}@13*&1’3, in o him who

)
r."

"illing wis & *Lg. If agpove fells in bis dvby, I shell bave

o

£

him shot Daedintolyy sod If he shold encape my glences, or those of

o

the breve officers whon I hove the honor of commnding, his rocoorse
will follow him and way i4 degrade hin fer the vost of his days in
2is wrotchedness and disgracos?

“mhis speech, as clogvent as siwple, lizked the Pfilimert of
wilitary duby o religion and Wrovght eathiveiesn bo cwvoryens of the
crow of the Hepommioenos Vhat pikifol valorl It all was losh like &

P »
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treastre which falls into the sofl. w he cavght sicht of the Tnplish,

Chyprvos saw with the groetest displessyre that the fiveb rigsings wore
rder the compnad of Villonewve, sund when be geve the sipgn for all the

T,

flvet So veeyr aboh, whiebh, &g yov all bnow, confsed the wwitle order,

wh vhat he copsidered 4he babble losh with syveh

gbpid stretegy. I Jﬁi’&iz@l ?10 mdorabood the risky plan of Yglson,
whieh eopnsisted in ovbhing o line thro'gh the cesber ard zeargiard,

swrronding the vombined flecl, and etlaclkd ag e pert of their beots
in g*wh & way thet they onvild nob be givon aide

f7he Nepouphecno cee So pooidion of the extrene of the linc.

Piring broke ot bebtween tho Sonte Anw end the Roynl Severoign, and

ore by one il the ships were entering the corbabe Tive English chips
of Collingwood¥s divicion edvanceod oppusibte the Snp Jueny bt two of them

went on favther, and Chrrrves hod do foco only tripled Jorcog.



e stood owr gromd against svoh svperior enemies mtil two
o'olock in the afternoon with great s llfering L™t wreaking doble
mmmw. The great spirit of ovr heroic commander seemed
to have been transmitted to sailors and soldiers, and the mauce™vres,
like the firing, were being made with usrvellos speede The drafted
onos had boen drilled in heroism with only two howrs of training; and
o' ship, becamse of its gloriovs defense, not only was the terror bt
the aussement of the Englishe

"They needed new reinforeementsy they needed to be six against one.
The two boats which had attacked s at first ret™rned, and the Dreade
novght stationed herself &t the side of San Jwn at the half pistole
giants as they vomited bullets and metal wpon a seventy-fowr caunon
boste It seemod that owr vessel was increasing in size in accordance
with the fearlessuess of her defenderse The gigastic porportions which
o sovls had ass'wed seomed to spread to owr bodies, and es we saw
how we were spreading terror to forces six times greater, we bolieved
owrselves somothing more than mens

"Hemawhile Chrwyvea, who was o mind, was directing the action
with astonishing serenity. He vndersteod that skill hed Lo svbstitwte
for force, and he ecconomized om the firing, trweting everything to
good aim and he wag s"re that esch bvllet bromght rvin to the enemye
lie noticed everythings he directed everythings the metal and bwllets
were flying above his head withot his changing expression even one
tine. Thet weak, sickly man, whose handsome, sad face sweh frightfvl
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¢ ardor with only « ray of

1 nevs wish thet ho gvreive the toreibls conbonta

ing that it was pob poposible to snbasonize o ship which wvag oivin
Bexr Jvan moeh trovble along the prow, be himseld went to ain the ctonon,

ho svcoeodsd in Yroash

Se onponcrnb. e wned the gwyteordeck

okasf whon o cannon Hliet Rl his rd

leg with sweh dexbority that

ler wvag elmost bern fyom his body throwsh the wper pert of his

..A

thihe. ran to gvoport hiw, and the here fell in oy arwms. hat 8
horrible moment § 1F seoms T can s%ill feel boncath oy hend dhe vislent

woating of 8 heart thalb ebill in that ewdl moment bents only for its

i

native lands ¥Fis physical decline was repidy 7 sav hin sbrvizgling bo

raise his head which was lesoning over on his breasts I saw hin Srying

deathlikes maloy of hiy face with & enile, and with hia

vl he exclaimed, Yihis is Hho
PHig eplrit reboelled againgt denth and wrebended vob to semse th

. &

srirl pedin of o mvbilsted bedy vhose lost throbs were fadis

gecords; we brised to taks him dowe o the cobdn, b1y 1t was not possible

te yeipe hin from the grerterdeclk. Tirally, yielding to owr domands,

be vuderstocd that it was necesssry Lo give p cumpand. o oalled for
Poyrn, his assisbtant, and they btold hiwm thet he had diedy ho called
Yhe commender of the Tirst Drondside, and ho, although prevely womrdad,
one vp Lo the gearberdeck snd Gook over comnnd.

Siyon that nmoment the crow lost covrapes it

ik o o dward, Yaler diceppesred and wo realiszed theb AL wms
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necosseyy to surrounders The ammﬁamai‘;iaﬁ I Pell vwhen I rocsived in
my arms the horo of the Sen Jvan did not keep ze from observing the
serrivie ’wsuit& prodreed iv the minds of overyone by that misforirmos
b awdden: merel und physieal paralysis secemed Ho have invaded the crowg
they wove frozon zwd specchless, and the griel over the loss of svch
a dear rom &id not oven give way bo rogrot of the disgrace of svrrendets

"":&1? of the drew was doad or wovndedy most of the cannons, dise
mottbedy the peste, oxcepb the foremast, had falleng awd the rodder wms
not fmetionings Iz sweh s lﬂmﬁt&b’lﬁ condition he still wisghed Lo try
to follow the Prineips de Asbirias which had given the sion of retreats
bok the Lepomveeno, mortally wovnded, was vnable to hold ber -eoﬂrée
in any direstions And in spite of the rvin snd havec of the vessel,
in spite of the dismmy of the orew, in spite of mfavorable cireime
stances plobting owr deskruction, none of the six English ships dared
to attenpt boarding ovr vessel. Thoy fesred ovr ship even afber conw
quering hers |

"Chvrrvee in agenizing convilsions orderod the ﬂég; to be mailed
fast and that his vessol not be swrrendered while he 1liveds The sgroos
werk, mfortvoabely, conld be only of shorb dvwration, beeavse Chorrioa
yavt c&,wa rapidly, and all of »s who wore assisting hin mré aghonichod
that a body in eveh & condiiion still sweivedy bwb the strength of his
spirit togethor with an irresistible doetermination for 1ife keph him
elive, becnnse for him living wes o dvty on thet occusione He 44d nob

eomplain of his swlering, mer did he regret his appromching doathy



rather, his every earnest desire was that the crew not kmow the gravity
of his condition, end that no one shovld fail in his dwtye He thanked
the orew for their heroic behavior, he addressed some words to his brother=
inwlew Bviz de Apodace, and after leaving e kwopsake for his yomg wife
end priting his thowght on God, whose name we heard his dry lips faintly
call several times, he passed sway with the peacefvlness of the jvst
and the fortitwde of heroes, withomt the satisfaction of vietery bmt
elso withovt the impairment of defeat, and even to death he associated
dvty with divinity end made diseipline s religions firm as a soldier,
sorene as & man, with as great dignity in death as in 1life he did not
viter one complaint or ecomse any persons e looked at his body, still
warm, and it all soemed to ms & ghastly mistakes he mvwst swmlen to
command vs againg and in wseping for hin we possessed less firmmess in
spirit tham he in desth, for on going he took away all the valor, all
the arder with which he had inspired vse

"The San Jven strrendered, and when the officers of the six vessels
which had defeated him came on board, each one claimed for himself the
sword of the dead brigadier. All said, *He svrrendered to my ship} and
for & while they dispvted and each ome claimed the homor of the vietory
for the ship to which he belonged. They wanted the texmporary commander
of the San Jvan to decide the gestion and say to which of the English
vessels he had swrrendered, and the officer replied, 'To all of them;
for the San J'an wovld never have swrendered to one alone.'

"In the presence of the body of the fallen Chwrrwes, the Inglish
who lnew him by his repation for valor and lmowledge showed deep re-
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zrob ood one of

By

thom aald this or somethkdng siwdlary YIillvetriovs

Hie ooe ghovld oot bo exposcd to the dangorn of combab,

hovld be proserwed for bhe progeess of the scienan of

revigetions® Than they erranged for the obsogrics to be carricd ovk

with the

lish erew and papineg ok the side of the Zpenish, and in

- all their nohs Lina;f sondiivebed themselves ke Mnd, penvroms gontlenons
Mrhe wwdbor of wownded an board the San Jvon was so premt that they

imzsi’am’m w8 Lo other ships of theirs or captvred onese It fell to

my lot to change bo this one vhich Ine beon the most soverely demmged

3
% they covnt on being eble to earry it Lo Givralter before any olthers
now theat they sre no loager able to teko the Trinidwl, the largest and
the most dogireble of o ships.”

foye the perrebion of alespinn e zdm. fio hed hold the mogh ine
sense abtention dvying his story of what he had witnessed. JAccording
o it T beoard, [ vnderstood that on every ship there had acovrred

8 are rongniday &
o trerody as fvd

siv1 ag thet ko had wiinessod and I soid o oysell,

ot o disastor, Tlossed Cod, cavsocd by

Je etopidity of one ant’
L0 alibonsh i wne Ghop ondy 8 1little child, I remember that T thurght,
"rao foolish man 48 wob onpable of commitbing in anmy mopent of his 1ife
the blvnders which watiens directed by homdreds of telented zom vnke

ot fimage”



A groat pert of the night was spent in listening o the sbory of

inlespine amd other officerss The iumberest of those narreticus keph me
so alert and oreided thet I was waable to go to sleep for o long time
aftervard. I ¢0vld not benish fron my momory the imape of Churrvon
g as I sy him safe and sovnd in the home of Dons Floro. 4nd tedy,

F

o I had boen greotly swrprised st the inbonse sadnoes in

the face of the great seawsrn s il he forotold his sad, approaching
deokhe % L noble life had been extingvished at forfyp=lonr years of

age, alter buonby-nine yeurs of hororeble service in the aymy as &
wise :gan, o & soldier, snd 65 B seamang far "‘h“rr"m was everything,
besides 8 perfech gentlenane

I thovght of these and obher things end when finally =y yaﬁg 7EVe

way bo Iebigne, 1 fell asleep ab dawn of the twenty~third, my yorrthfvl
watvre ot last heving OTOrosHe T  ordosity. Dwping the sleep which
ghonld be expected to be long ané restless and retheor apitated by the
drosms and nighbwares common to the overexeiterment of my brain, I
heoard The thwpder of the eanooms, the shovhe of tho babble, the roar
of the pvshing wavess At the ooue time T ﬁ"ﬁ&mﬁ D woe Diring the g,
that 1 vas movnting the ot and spars, thab I wns *"*mmg slong the

hrpadaidos

the spocrraciks and I was oven dn comand of the
rigogiog e the grarterdock lilw op edmiral. I do nob need to say thab
in thel awssing comb@t conceived Y’luLl?* wy own brain T whipped all the
Zn,lis}v I eonld pet my honds on *sum nore ease than i‘? thefn* ships

wd heer of cardboard and thodr bullebe of Sreaderiibse I hod wndor
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ry cozand ecverel thovsard ships, 8ll larger then the Teinidad, and
By moved 4t ny worest whi with as grest precisiosn as the pleythings
with which vy fviende and I cobertained omwselvos in the mg pidles
of the Caleta.

T £inelly a1l these glories vanished, o feot which is unot
strange since they were only droams, it espocially nob strarge when,
worover, we see realitics also disappenrs Lverything ended when 1

opered wy eyes end beosse avare of my soalloess in coumporison with the

Ak
E;i

sappdevte of the disastor whieh I oxperionced., I, o sbtrange Tthingl

51, 1 Glow heard conpon ohebs, I beard the frightoning ronr of the
sifray and eries which told of preat activity mnong the crowe. 1§ thovght
I wes sbill drecpdogy T sat vp on the coveh whevre I lwd slept, T listen-
e f%&!’ﬂf“"lly: and vroly, & denfening shot of "Long Live the Ding,®
buret on 1y ears, and I was mm that the ship Senta fna wag fishiing
BRIl |

I went ovbsido, and I was able to "mdorstend the sitrmition. The
westher bad calrmed somoviabts on tho windwerd slde I sse gope dismanbled

shlps and fwe of the I

1lish were firing on the Sante Ans, who wos
defending horself vmder the protochbion of two olhers, ong, Spenish
and snothor, ironche I ©ovld not explain flat sidden change in ovr
sitvation oy prisvoers; I looked at the sternm and soy ow flag flosbing
in plece of the Znglishs Uhel had Lmppened? Or botior, what was
bappening? for the thins var happening in thuse worenise

“n the alalt gurterdeck thero was ope whon I lenrned was Coneral

2iova, and althemh woywpded in sewersl parbs of lls body he hnd strength



erough bo direst that sosond combat whieh scewed destined to send inko

chlivien the forser misfortones of tho fante Ava. The officors encotire
aged the searen. This ove loaded end fired the pus whieh wore still
serviseablo wkile sous acta,ﬂ as grerds, holding at bay the Tnglish whe

had heen disoyned and svwevemded in the first belveendecks The officers
of this nation, vwhn bofere hed besn oy grardiens, had been chavged inte
Priscuerse

i madorstood everybhing. The horole commandor of the fanbta Ana,
Ippacia Y. do Alave, seeing & fow Spanish vessels approsch which hed
set sail from CAdiz with the iden of recapb'wring the prisoner voasels
and saving the orew of the nesrest ones fron drowning, with petrictic
spesch addrossed his overbhrown crewe They responded So the veice of
their chief with one swpreme effortp thoy forcod the Tngsli s’q whe were
in cuwstody of the ship to stwronder thmzcalvus, they hoisted azain the

opanish flag and the Sante Ana was freo, 2lihovgh invelved in o uow

T, more dangerovs poriens than the first.

g glrenpe doaring, o0¢ of tho wost hovorshle episodes of the
trams of Trafalpgar was acoomplisbed in an memsted bost, withowt
roddor, with ball of heor wen dead or wounded, and tho ¥osl in m:al
and physicsl sitvabion tyvly laseptables IL wes pocossary, tﬁmu ack
once vmdertaken, to defly its conpequencesy two English ships, also
vory badly demeped, were firing on the Semba Anasz but Lortwms lv she
was aided by the &ais tho Hontafies ond the ayo, Sihwee of those who
rotronted with Graving the day of the bwentywlirst and had cong back

again Lo roscve the capbtrred. Those noble injwred ones entered the



new and desperato battle; perhaps with wmore covrage than the flrst
becevse hleeding wernds kindle rage in the sovls of combabants, and
they scen bo Light with wore ardor since they have less 1life o lose.

411 the ipcidents of the terrid le: day of the twenty-{irst roap=

poared before my syssy the cpthvsison was grest, byt men were few and
for this reason it vas necessary to redowble the elforts T4 i filting
that eveh & heroic deed hos scovpied only a short page in ovr hisbory
while it ile trve thet in comparisen to the great ovent that today is

the pare of Zetile of Trafalsar, these oplsocdes fade and almost

iisuppeey ke fooble rleanms in a terrifying nighbe
Then I saw o sight which made mp shed tourse 7T had nob formd my
L2 2

maskey anywhere, and fearing that he might encovnter some dancer, I

wont down to the Pirst broadeide, snd I fomd hinm engeged in firing o

ofinnons Lis trenbling heod hod gieszed the linsteook from the hsads of

a womded sailor, end with the weak vision of his right eys the poor

01d men was searching for the mark to send the bvllets. Then the pgn

Pired, he twrned toward me bremvlous with joy and with & wolce I covid

soarcely vnderstond he said to me, "Ahl How Pace will nob lavgh ef meld
sholl erber Dédiz in tri mphe”

In brief, the fight ended happily becamse the Tnglish realized
the fopossibility of rocovering the Sénm Ann whom two obher Tronch
vossels and a fripabte which arrived in the thickest of ““hﬁ Tight
2ided, besides the three ships in viowe

Te were fresd im the et gloriens mumers boh ag soon as the

deed was finished, one comld clenrly seo the denger that we ensowntered,
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for the Senta Ana needed to be towed to Cédiz dve to the bad condition
of her hvlls The fripgate Francesa Themis pitched o"t a calble and t"rned
her prow to the north bvt how comld that boat have strength enovgh to
havl another es heavy &s the Sante Ana, and who was able to help her-
solf with only the top sails of the foremast. The ships which had
rescved g wished to carry thelir prowess fvrther,...that is the Rayo,
the Monteiies, and the San Francisco do ASiS...and they forced sail to
recept're also the San Jman and the Bahams which were manmed by the
Englishe We were left then alonme with only the help of the frigate
which was havling s, .ss8t baby leading a giante What would happen to
vg if the English by chance recovered from their great loss and pire
sved v with new forces again? Meamvhile Providence seemed to favor
v, for the wind, favorable to the direction we were taking, was carrye
ing omr frigate, and the ship, affectionately led behind her, was
nearing C&dize

Five leagves separated vws from the harbore

Vhat irexpressible joy! GSoon all o'r sorrows wovld endy soon we
wonld set ovr feet on firm grownd, and althowgh we carried the news
of great disaster, we also bromght happiness to many hearts, s"ffering
mortal angvish in the belief that those now retwning with life and
health were lost forevers

The covrage of the Spanish ships had vietory omly in the resowe
of the Sante Ana, and they had to withdraw withowt being able to prrsve
the English vessels which held the San Jvan, the Bahama and the San
Ildefonso in ocvstodye. Ve were still fo'r leaghes awey from o desti-
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nation when we saw them withdraw. The sesa wind had inereased, and it
was the general opinion on board the Sanva Ana that if we delayed in
arriving at port, we were going to have @ very bad time. ew and more
terrible difficmlties. Apgain hope was lost within sight of the harbor,
when & Tew paces more over the terrible deep wonld have placed vws in
complete safety within the bay.
In addition vo all thess things & very bad looking snight was

approaching; the sky, loaded with black clonds, seemed to have twmsbled

down vpon the sea, and the bolts of lightning which inflamed it at brief

('““

intervals gave a fearfvl tint to the dnske The sea increased in oxe
citement with & £y still vpsatisfied with so great & victim and blvee
tered in anpger as its insatiable ferocity sovght e larger nmber of
spoils. The shattersd remains of the largest fleet that had eover
challenged her fury agrinst that of her encumy 4id not escape the anger

£

of the elewments, which, like an angry ged of antigvibty, had no compase
sion even in the svprems hovr, as ervel in the presence of fortune
as in the face of disasbtoers

I saw expressions of profound sadness on the face of my master
as well as in that of (ensral Alava, who, in spite of his wovnds, was
still on hand at every sitmation; he ordered signals to be given to the
frigate Themis to inerease her speed if possible. Tar from acceding te
his jwstiliable impatience, ovr tugboat preparcd to reef and bto lay in
the sails so as to betber resist.the fvrious winds. I experienced the
general sadnosgs, and thovight to myself how sasily destiny jokes et o

best lald plans, and with whel rapidity one passes from the greatest
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of luck to dire misfortune. Bwt there we were upon the sea, the
majestic emblenm of hvmen life. A litile wind trensforms it; the gentle
wave, lapping the boat with soft stroke, chenges into a liqvid movmtain,
breaking her and jerking here. The pleasing sovnd, which dvring good
weather formsthe light ripples of the water, is then a voice that
shovts and roars, injvring the fragile vessel; and she, hvrled about
sinks down, feeling the lack of sbeadiness in her keel, then is thrown
headlong by an oncoming wave to rise again. A sereve day brings a
horrible night, or on the contrary, a moon which adorns the night and
calms the spirit is accustomed to precede & terrible swm, belore whose
clarity pnatvre is torn eas™nder by its powerivl wpheaval.

Ve v%ere experiencing the misfortwne of these alternatives and bew
sides that which comes as o resvli of man's own works., After the combat
we had suffered o shipwreclk; saved from this, we were again engaged
in & fight, with a forbtmate ovbcome, and then when we were reaching
the end of ovr trovbles, when joylfvlly we werse greeting Cadiz s We viere
again in the power of the storm which was dragging “s away, anxious 4o
destroy "ss. This series of misadventures seems abswrd, deesn't 1%? It
seemed the crwel mania of a divinity determined to eause every evil
possible to misg®ided hmens; bt noe.s.it was the logic of the sea to=
pether with the logic of wars. Is he not an imbecile who is astonished
at seeing the worst catastrophes created by these two glements eombined?

A new sitvation incremsed the sadness of that afternoon for my
master and me. We hedn't seen young Malespina sinee the Sante Ana had

been recaptured. AL last, after looking fer him s long tinme, I fovnd



hin hwddied ' oon of the oovchss of the cabline

I spproached him snd sew thet ko was very quiet. I guestionmed him,
s he was vable to answer me. o wished to rise, b he fell back

ain broabhless.

[t

£
Tor are wovnded,” T said, "I shall call them te cars for youl

it s mobhlng,” he answerede “Conld you bring my o livtle waberi®

Guickly ¥ salled wy aastors

Yhet is the metbtert The wovnd in yorr bamd?® asked he, cmemining
the youth*s hand,

"o, it is somothing wore," replied Bufacl sadly, and he mobiened
4o his right side near his bolbe

Thon, as AT the effert mged in showing his womd snd in saying those

sore boo wweh for his weakened conditien, he closed his cyes

. walk or move for goie Linos

"y this looks sorions,” soid a svrgeon who had come p bo examine

talesping, oveorcone with sadress on seeing hinself in sveh & ciate,

and thinking there was no romedy Lo himsolf, did not cven pay any

ti;ezfghiqﬁ o e wonnd and moved away to & spol where his thowshite and
momories stopped hime He thovphi he was soing to die, and he refvged
$o 1ot aayone do opybhing for hine The sirpgeon sald thas althowh

the wovnd was grave, it did not appesr fabtal; bwh he added if we didn't
reach Cadiz that night so thet he covld boe Lrested conveniently on land,

his life, as well ae the lives of the other wovpded, womld be in grest

dargcrs
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The Sapbe fxm hed had nicobywsevon dend and one i:mmimé forty
wotnded in the eombat of the twenly-Tirsts the resovurces of the ine
firmary had been exhwmmated, and some indispencable medicines vere
lacking em;alci:ﬁlyt The wisferi™me of Telcspinn wmas nob the ouly
o110 afber the recaptyvroy iod wished that anothor peovrson very desr
Ho e shovld gnifer $he stow faboe Farcial foll wowndedy st first

he searcely folt paln or wealmess ag his vigorows spirit susbained

vy zoverbbeless, he wag not long in going down to the hold and
aeic thet he fell very bad. Ny mastor seut for the svrgeen to help
hdmy and this one limibed himgelf o the stabvemont Lthat the wovnd
worldntt be of sny impovtenve in o yomg man of Ueenby-{ives Fodio-
houhre {ﬁalfnsﬁm) waa more then siatye

CHeeywhile the ship teye passed on the port side snd within
speaking disbence, Alava ordered that the Theamls be ssked if she
thovght she covld enker tadiz, end she nnswercd back lovdly, "Yol's
then the Tayo was sekedy aud as she wms almost '“wharned, she ancwored
theet she jntonded o reach port surelys Then soveral officers gathered
and agreed that they transfer to that ship Communder Q&rﬁoqui, geveraly

woonded apd sauy pther officers of lsod and ses, omong them the oweetw

heart of sy misbrovse. A[lonsoe obbtalned peraission for Mareial to be

trovsferred also, 4vs to the fact thal his advenced age pogpavated his

ition comsiderably, owd he assigned to we the task of accompanying
them as & page or prse, aud be ordered me not $o leave their side for

i . » 5 /‘9. o T M o - e T E
ope winhe wmbil they wore in Cadis or ¥ejor in the care of their families.

I promised to cbeyg Lot I wmnbted to porsvede my master thebt he too board



n want o listen Yo sveh

Foayn s o o B e D —— E .
Eabe,” he seid, "hns brovwphi mo o this bost, snd iy

T:hmher he will sove Mg ox wots Alave is very
ill, mest of the officers sre womded, and here I can Yo of semo ;sé.r-v
wiecs I aw not uno of thods who quit domgery on tho conbroy q,,; I hawo
beenr locking for it since the bLwenty-lirst, and I wasnt So soe bhe tine
when 1y presence in the ileet 1o profitabilo. I yo» arvive helore 1
do, s 1 hops, tell Fass that the trve sallor is a slave to his ecommntiry,
and thas >31 an very happy ab ;,mealg come, vzl that I am nob sovry, no

-

sir, I am nob Sorvy,.««0n tho conbraryeses « 7ell her that she will be

i be see o, snd that avrely my componions world have missed we iF

§ nod nob comos How oovld I fRil? Don®t yov think I 414 righb in

“grrely, that is clear; whal dovbi cen theve bet" I ansverod hrye
ve calm his agitetion which wonld not allew him to see the fviility
with & lowly pape & guestion of sch soriovs lwporbancos

"7 gee that you are & sonsible person,” ho added, feeling consoled

3,

with =y approvals "I sce thai yen have lofty ond pobricbic idenges.

L)

by Pace sees things only in the light of her egotismy and a8 she has

K
sheh an Povieval bompor and has gob it into heor besd that fleoks sud
cannons are goode~forenothing, she ean't "mderstand that I... « Tell,
I lmow thel ghe will be Owpiovs when I rebuvrn, since we bheven't wom,
she will say this snd something olse,.e ] Will 70 OTBIYe«sbMessl will

rot pay sy attenblon te ber. Vhal do yon think? Don't yov think I



shonldn?s pay any atbonbion o hep?"

"7 ghink so," I avewereds. "Towr lerdskilp has done very well in
coningg that fuot proves theb you arve o brave sailor.”

"%’-:ell; go with those srpmcubs to Fach, and yov will seo wiwt she
will say,” he sedd, emch Yimo more cxmcited. "Fimelly, tell hor I an

safe and sovnd, andl Lhat oy presorce heore hes beon very necessary. The

> reseptre of the Banke fus, 7 played & very inmporiant

i Hhose caons so well, who Inows, who MNoWSees

ol 2]
)t. %a * b s

It pight be that I way do sowebhing else, or it mmy
be Af bho wind is feverable, woe ey recapbire o paiyr of ShipPfess o Y08,

—w

8iress & gt pow I an chinldne of o corbaln planse. » Yo shall soe,

Py

we shall 86Gees » U0 goodeby, fabrlels 5o carefvl what you tell Paemd™

"o, noy I will not forget,” I repliede "the shall kpow that if it
had not been for yovr lordship, the Sants Are wovld not have boon ree
eaptiredy and she shall lmow, too, thet perheps et west yov ars bringing
wg two dogen ships to C4dis,"

"o dogzen, no, man,” he said, "tkat is a groot deal. Ywo ships or
perbaps threes Uell, I think I have done vory well in coming to the
fleohe Ghe will be fuwriovs with me end will r'n mo crasy when I geb
buok, bub, T think, I sny again, het I bave done very well in coming

. #
heras

1ot me. A nintte later I gaw hin seated in

"%

g corper of tho cabine I was praying and moving the besds of the

rosary on tho sl-y boganse he didn*t wot then to see hin engaged in

g ch dovonh exureiscs I preszed by his las t words that xy meshor had
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1ot hie resson, and &5 I gaw him pray, T reslized the weoslkuess of his
spirit vhich he hnd veinly foroed Ho overcome his adevsnesd ape, and now,
mable to svgbain tbe eeaflict, he wae secking fod for aid. Tono Frencises

woe rights For msny years wy wmoter had been posdelor-nothing excopk to

Aecording to the agfwmém;, we tronsferreds Tafool and Pareial,
t‘is well as Ghe olhor womnded officers, vere lowered iube the erms of
rebet sailors to oug of the lawmchss with *rna.*' diffievliy. The
prerEvl vaves hindeved this ummtaon & grost deal; bt fipally it
wns completed, and Lwoth Isrmehes started foward 'UK& Fayo. The crossing

froa one ship to the othor wus Yery bad; bLut ﬁm‘ll:g, alihetzh there

rpre mowents when ib seemed Yo ue that the boat woas going te disepponr
forever, 8L last it roschod the side of {be Iayo, and with wery wiweh

labor ve gesled the ledders
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o hove Juapod from the frying poan inbo the firg’ said Tareisl

when they placed him op docke “Pb when the capiuain orders, the saile

o doosn'bs They certainly gave this evrsed thing tho vore Daye fop

W 1 . et 7 ~./ _ n® PR ; 5 g
e bod movce He gays thal she will enter Codilz before wmidnight, and I

;}_

ot b oshe wil) nob oubers™

w

"o yov ey, Tercinl, thet we will not roach there?” I ashod

1lve

"fou, Ceabriel, sir, do not vadersbond abovt this,” he asanswered
e
"hon my scBor Alonso sud the officials of the Santa fum think thatb

e

the layo will reach harbor tonight, she hos te do ite Vhon they say so,
they will owve 1t so."

ind you do nek lwow, little sardine, thes thosc sofiors of the
gbern are nmorc casily mistalen Sthan we sailors of the ¥pper declke IF

that isa't so, ltake for cxanple the commender of the entire fleeb,

Ire Cornotas moy the dovil carry hiz Mo you see ¥

kove the slightest ides how bo commnd o fleets Do
lirs Gormeba hod done whal 1 was saying, he wovld kave lost the battle?™

Hhomd 1o Gomntd Shtele vrm wi 3T 5 & ol
“rod yor don't think wo will reach (Gdist®

say thev this ship is hesvier than lead and tricky besides.

|
e

: bes o bad palh, che cbeors badly, and she looks 1ikn she is cripe

»
A

pled, onawgyod, aund one~hnnded like ne, for

[
o
C-J
b

2

g
g
s
[
o
&
g
e
&
o
S

heve, she poos for thorcd”

Trily, nesording vo sgeneral opinion, the Reye was in very poor
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wms aromd Tilty-si

P

stabe, she didnvl sean bo Lo rennlug Sy dapger, for i the

o o L3

o sbrounger, also the port wos nears Vasn't it logienl, in

every way, to s¥ppose thob the Sanba Ane, mmsted, withot helwn, snd

Lorced to resort Lo towing of a fripatc was rvrming the prealor denger?

-Q

-:,

eial wos ps in the orlep azd Veleospina in the cabine Theon wo

lefs bhim there with the otheor wovnded officers, I heayrd & volcse Lbat I

rocoguized alihovgh ol first T covld net place the person o vhen it

“w

belongeds I approached the grovp from which cmme the resewnding chatbor

R I

which dominnied all tho other volses, ond I wac astonished Go rocognisgse

s o g oy 5
Josd Teyic Uolespine himgelf iv person. 1 ran vo hin Lo tell him hi

sow wns hope, and the good fethor svspended the string of lies he was

&

the yong san's cides CGresb was bis Joy to find

*

Tor b khed lof% 0ndis hoeavse of his impablonae to leern

hig wheroebovhs ot any cost.
Tebhing wweh is wrong with yov,' he seid, ecmbracing his som,

Yo sinple sovatolie

yorr arontt acenstoned to fecling wormds. Yo

are & girl, fafacle Oh, if yov had Leon of ape so &g to have

o]

sone i

the | asdltm war with mod Yo world bave seen o fine things Those
wore real worrde. Tov know thet o bollet hit o in the lower arn,
wept: vp boward tho shoulder, tvrned dewn thyovgh the entire beck, and
cwEge o along the belts Oh, whet a sbrange wowad] 9t ab the ovd of
throw days I wos woll, cormanding the arkillery in the atback of

Polleparde.”



Lator he expleined the mobive for his presence on board the Raye

in this mavmors  "On the might of the twerby-first we lotrned in Codis
the ovbeone of the battlo. As I said, sirs, they éidn't went to ray

eny atbontion to me when I talked abont artillery reforms, Bad here are
the rosvlise Vory well theny 8s soon as ) learned ib and Tewd Hhet
‘that Gravina aﬁ}i*ﬁh, & fow ships hed arrived in retreat, I weut to ses il
the Bep Jven, the one whet yob were on, was among theme BEvt they told
we thet it had boen captiveds. I cannot piei;ﬂw to you my anxietys I
was alnogh posibive yoot were dead, capecislly when I learned of the

gyent ntmber of misfartmeé an your shipe o6 I aza,‘a. wan vho seeg things
threvgh bo the end, ond learning that the departwre of e few ships had
boen orderod with the object of relieving the dismniled snd resceving
the prisoners, I decided to setile ull wy dovbte and emberked on one
of theme I explained my intenbtlon bo Solono and aftorvards ﬁo tho
Tajor Ceweral of the fleet, my old friend Isomno, and with some hesitaw
wion they let mo oome. On bosrd the Fayo whore I set seil this morning,
I asked abovt yoo and tho San Jumang b thoy told me nothing consolings
op. the cowbrary, I learsed thal Chywyres lnd died and theb his smp,
afber batiling with meh glory, had fellen into the power of tho enemyas

Imepice what ny enxieby wasl tow for away I wos today when we redooued

the Sapte fos, the boadt yo» were ong If 1 had known it for ovre, [ wovld

4

o

wre redovbled sy efferts in tho orders I gave with permission of these

i

e

pentlowen, aad the ship of Alawn world have been free in two minvbes,”
The officers who svrromded bin eyed him glowly on hearing the

s A & iy 3 y - ,./ P u/ 3 - E s - " B o e s a
last boastfl reusrk of Don Jose Inrics By their levghber and whispers,



161

i »pderstood that dvring the wholo dey they hed bwen highly enbertained

i
by the yvarns of that fine genllomen, who sovld nob resbrain hig loose
y et oven vwmiler moogt eritical and painfvl cirverwmstacces.

The strgeon sald that it was weggary So keep the wovnded man
gadet and not bo carry on any mnmrs&tfmn in his pref:anoe, sspecially
il 3% amwaxr;e”l the dizastor thet bad cecvrreds

nou José Inris heard this odvice, bV: on the contpary hw saw {ib
to erovse the sick nanfs splrit and sdded, "In the Tosellen war, e
soriomaly wormded men, (and I was so several timos) ordered the ol
amra 4o dance and play the gwiter iz the infirmary, end I an posibive
this trestment ovred s soonor than all the plasters and medicines.”

"hy in the wars of the Irench Repvblic,” spid an Andalvsisn officer
who wished o smmzo Josd laris, "it was decrsed that thore be a cemplete
noing ¥ait and an opere company, end the dectors and pharmmcists were
disponsod with, for with a cowple of aries apd two dozen capcre GVary-

hody was lile new ™

"Halz, therey” oxclaimed Valesplne. "That is & fake, sir. Yow
can wevnds be ohwed with mislc and daneo’™

"Ton said aol”

"fes, buh that hac happoned onrly ome Lime, mrd it is not likely
Yo beppen agsins s it probable that there will happen agsin a war
like that of Zescllin, the bloodiest, the most siﬁllaé, the most
styategic that hos ocowrred simes Dpaminandas? Ovrely wob. Tor In

that war overything was oxiraordinsry, and I can swear Lo it, for I



w2

witnegsed 1t from Loginnirg to ende To Uhak war I owe wy knoviledge of
artillory. Iave you net heard ze talk ebowt myself? I as sowe 4heb
yor will besoiw acqraintod wilh my ubiw. Tor be msstred that T an
ployminy & wonderfvl project in wy head, o great that if sowe day it
hocomes o reality, 4isesbers 1ilke this of the twonby=Cirst will net
heppen opain. Yes, sohors,” bo added lookiog with an expression of

pravity and self=-imporianco al the thres or fovr officers who were

ligtening 4o hin, "it is accessary to invent somethiliy etvpondovs,

which will rebuvrn o' last o s and nssvre o navy visbory Sovever
sl over, Bnote”

“Lob'c seo, Sefor Josd MBris," seid an offiecr, "explein %o -
what your invention is.”

"ell, now T oam busy ab consbrvehing a three wmdred wmillismeter
ennnmte”

%inm, three hvndred millimeters)” exclaimed off 4? cinls with
looks of lewghter and dorision. "The lergest we have on board are
only thirby=six."

| Those sre childrents playthinge. Imagine the destruction these
threo bwmdred willinotor pwms wovld do firing on thoe enewy floct,™

soid nlespinge ““Pvrs what the dovil 1s this?® he - added,

inself so as pot to roll on the Floor, fur the rocking of the fnyo
(-J £y

ras 8o prept kRt 1% wag very 4ilficvli for him to hold himgell sract.

»d is gebtbing gtronzer, and it looks to me as if wo

i

sonight," seld an officer on withdrawings
Duly two were loft, and the liar continved his gpeoch in these

tormss  "The first thing that showld be done is bto constrvet ships



from vinety=five to one brmdred yarde in lengbhe"

2 361 Do yon thdnk that the 'Little* lawneh wovld e qnite

ated an officers "Mue hmdred yerdsl The Prinided,
blecs her, was eovenly, nnd évaryaz ¢ thovpnt sho was Loo longe Yok
e J«a%, she heaved hadly snd that all her msnoevwres wore done with
great difTiovliy,”

Y1 seo that yor arve frightencd ab sveh & comd) mabber, sir,™
conbinmod Eﬁ&l@s?iﬂm "ihat wre one hvpdred yards? rueh larger ships
still covild be constructed. And T met Inform your that I wovld oope
struct thom of irous"

"af drouf® exelained bLobth li:stmeru, man},e to canbrel btheir
lovphtere

"o drom, yes, Porbaps you are not asguinted with the solence

¢ hydrogtaticss »Hocording Lo theat I wold constrael an iron vessel
of seven thovsasd tons.”
*rod dho Trinided hed only fovr thonsand ' said an offiesr, "aund
thet soousd excosclives Don't you smdersband thet seh o colopsal tackle

wold be nocessary to move that sovptelin of weolsht that

vo hvosn shrength wovld be copable of eperating it

U4 tpaflel Oh, soiler peasmn, who tells youv I wonld be go stvpid
as bo move thal vessel by woans of the wind? Tov do mot "ndorsiand
s IT yorr know that I had here an idofese » I T do nob cars to
orplain 1t o yov beeamse your wovld net wmderstend o’

At this point in his chabtber, Don José Yaris took svweh a twble

thot he fell on Lis all fourss Bob not sven that closed his Lroaps



Another of the officers went away, end only one was left who had to
keep the conversation goinge

"What msteadiness," the old man continmeds "It looks as if we
are going to be deshed against the coastses « Very well, as I said,
I would move that hwge bvlk of my invention by means of ese « Why do
you not gwess it? By meens of water steam, For this a strange machine
wold be bwlt, in which the steam compressed and expanded alternately
within two cylinders wovld place some wheels in motionsesthonses o

The officer did net wish to hear more, and althovgh he held no
position on the boat and belonged to no service crew as he was one
of the reseved, he went to aid his comrades who were rather bvsy with
the wind, IMalespina wes left alone with mee And then I thovght he
wovld keep qmiet dve to the faect that he wovld jndge me & poor person
at conversations Dut mfort™nately, he took me for more than I was
worth, and he started talking to me in the following termss "You
well mderstand what I mean, den't yov? Seven thovsand tons, steem,
two wheelsee.well "

"Yes, sir, I 'mderstand perfectly,” I answered to see if he wovld
keep quiet, for I was in no mood to listen to hims and the violent
vibrations of the boat, warnings of great danger, were not cendveive
to a discvssion concerning the exaltation of seamenshipe

"I see that yom mderstend me and are impressed with my inventions,"
he continved. "How yov will wnderstend that the boet of my imagination
womld be invincible in attacking as well as defending, It alore
probably wovld have defeated the thirty Inglish vessels with fowr or
five shots."
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£3 &

"t werldntt the ckzpon of those Unplish ships herm it, boo?"

wore for the sole of eowbhesy than fov

- oo Ty \" e PR 2 P 5 7
max, is wvery jrdicions, ond it proves

.-

Y, yeur obse
et you eorprehend sud appreciebe grent inverdiont. Yo svold the effect
£ the enory artillery, I wovld cover my sbip with thick shests of
sheel, thed is, I wonld b over it & stecl armor lile that the ancient
sl *5,3?? wssde Iy this m;zmm,' she ecovld stheck withowt the evenmy®s
missiles hoving ewy wore offevht om hey sides than 1ittle Lread bLollebs
throvn by & baby's bende The ides I hewve had is warvelovss Isag ing

-

et oy wetios hed twe oy Shree ships Like Uk 08G. AL wovld

-

R cXuty i ol

of ths Frnglish fleet with all iks elsens and Collingwondst®

94

i in emsc thiet those ships covld be sade here,” I gaid bristly,

j ESE £> 0

feh workd wake the am

-

1 then ke porporiioms of the eonflict wonld Lo the soop.”

g, Gnd for esn inshtent

be voe perplexed withot koowlng what Lo gsay. b I:ufs inesharshible
yein dida's hesitebe to & 5% now idens (o him and he answored crossly,

Tand who hes tol@ you, dariag yoimgz van, that T world bo capable of

t Imow? The ships wonld

bo made with the grecbtest concealient withows saying 8 word to ayyongs

et vs sVppose & pew war shovld ocevwr, The Znglish provelsd "B and we
said bo thom, Wes, slr, wo &re resdy; we will fght.t Tho ordlimary
hips so %t to ges, tho betile sbarksy Jvst Izmgine thet two or three

»

by in tho combal wabdrs, vomitinge

1]

ol these iron mopgliers @ snoke and
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rishing hore ard there withewt paying any atbention vo the windy they
go vherever they wish with & push of Ltholy sherp prows; they weko
splinters of ths opponent vessels, ond with a pair of cannon sholSses
jomt ioaginc.seoverybhing is over inm & goarter of an hovr®

T did not wish *’hé make objoobions Decavwse the idea that we wore
runnipg & great dangoy provented my mind becoming ocoevipied with thomghis
copbrary to the usmal ones in sweh a critical sibvsiione. I didn't think
any more abovt the dreadf=l imesivary ship wbil tdriy yeers lster I
ilearned abony the application of stean to nevigation, atnd still later,
when 8t the end of the halfecontvry I sow in owmr pgloriows fripate
immancin the Jinished realization of the wierd dreewms of the Trefelpay
linre

Balf & century lator I thovght abovt Joso Verie and said, "It
seoms sbrange that the oxtravegances conceived by o erszy man, er lisr,
become mervelons veslitics with the passing of time.®

Since I sboerved this colincidence, I do not condown absolnbely
any voopie, and every liar seems 1o mw & man of genivgs

I left Joas Meris to see what was happening, and 8s soon 8% I
b my feet E&*"E of the eabin, I learped the ampremisizzg sitmbion
in which the Rayo fovnd heorselfs The sva wind not only proverted
her enfrence inbo CAdiz, bt it was leading her towsrd tho const, where
sho would surely ron agromd and shatbeor herselfl to pleces againgh

the rookse Iowover bad the fubke of the Senbe Aze which we had abandoned

i be, it oovid not be any worse then ovrss I esgerly watehod the

-

facos of the officers and sailors to ave if I covld {ind sonothing to



ipdicabe hope, bub wnlerbonsbely for me, in all

1o o vs mince the iwmanby-Tirstil

S oAty nh B o Lol B oo 2 - 7 g
g bownrd The norths wo whe lndicnbiong

- whowm ©hed appropched were maling, we o

- passi

i, appesive

=

Jerrajotes, the bank of Daabe Afwers, of Jvan Fola, opposiie

o el of

Torvegorda, eod lastly in froub of Cadiz castles In vynin wore carriod
ot all the oporations necossary to t¥rn the prow toward the inside of

the baye The old ship, likw & frightened herse refvscd to obeyy the

wind and ;sm ges, rvnnin igpetrons Jpy, were havling her abond

fran sonbh to north, withotwt nmavbical sclionce hoing able to groven! ite

Ye 4id pobv delny im g boyond the hey. Jobn, Pmia Jondor,

"“n‘w of Yece,

Chipions were soon well fe oy s

x

s ne Sovhi thab

gbraightvmy Yo dash b

a 3

pioces ipevitebly the movkh of the Gvadalguivir. T don't noed Lo

the saile hed boen lewersd, and as bhe vecourse wag nob

v n phors, te wore lovered slsog

L]

1lly it was comsidorod necescary e Laks down the mosts to koep

the ship from tearing to shreds bereeth the woves. In great siorms

'y

z wessel neads Lo anie ko vrighos 4o be chomg

et
=

o lofty oek to & budle noy masts carnet fold wp like

e

the branches of a troe, one scos the painfyl nocessity of eriting them

off and boing withovs Lizhs bo save hor lifoe



The loss of the wossel was now inovitabloe Vith her wain sest ad
migzermamst toaken down, sho wus abandoned, and the orly hope lay in being
&ble to anchor nesr the coast, for which achion the enchors wore pre-
pared and tho esbles reinforesd. fhe fired two shots $o bop for uid
from the nearby coast, wnd as we clearly dishkingmished some benfirss
on the eoest, we felt cheered by the belief that comeonc wevld give
us helpe Tory wore of the opinion thné some Spanish or Esglish wesssl
kad rwn aoromd thore and that the Lires weo saw were liphted hy the
shipyrocked crow. Ow anxiety incressed with the minvbes, and it Is
my dvby bo sey that I beliowed T woz approdching a disastrovs ond.

I wme mable o poy abbenbion to vhat was happening on board, and

£}

L

2

7 ewmobionsl disbtrese T eovld thisk only of deoth which T jvdged

%

" 3

fo
1

inevitables IF the boab was wroclwd, vho covid elear the space of
woker separating hlm fyvom lexd? The post berrible plece Tor o storm
is that in which the weves revolve agoinst the corth and 1% looks

a6 1T they ave d4i

ng it ovt in order o carry fragmenis of the
vemch inbvo the profovnd depths. The force of the wave as it adveneed
and the violenco with which 1% deshed back were seo groal that no
hmwe fores cotld congrar thone

Finelly, aftor soversl hovrs of morbal angvish the kesl tovehed
on 2 sand bank end sbopped. fer entire hvll apd the romine of her
mout and spars trembled for an lusbtants It appoarsd that they intondw
od to overcome the sbsbacle placed in thelr paths vt the latter was
groxbeoy, and the vessel, lemning firet teo one side and then o the

ohher, sank hexr sbern benenth the water and after a breathw-taking
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sroak, yemnined motionlesse

rbhing was over, end now it was poggible Yo think only of

saving oue's 1ife by crossing the space of soa thabh separaied vp fyvom
the ooagbs This ssened almost impossible to do in the cralts wo hed
i vh thoere were hoposs that they wovid send ve hely from

for it was svident Lhat o roeontly shipwysoolked crew was bive

i thers, and & fow of the war aloops vhose sally vhe navel
avthority of Cadiz showld ordor for swah casce covld uot be Far BHOY
The 7ayo fired new shots, o wo awaited help with the greatest i
pasicave, for 4f it 4id unobt come spon, we wovwld all perish with the
ships This walorbwato eripple, whose bobbon had hesn torn open on
rming aprovnd, wes thresbtensd with being dashed 4o pisces by her
own ecnwvlsionsy the momont conld not be far ewmy vhen the nalls
from somg of her frames wotld becoms disjeinted, and we would be ab
thwo merey of tho waves with only the belp thet the sepstorad debris
of the ship cevld give s,

Those on land oovld uet help us, bob fod wished that n sloop
which had selb ot Lo see from Chipiong showld hesr the emsmon shobs
of alarmg and 1% approsched w8 fyom the prow, loeping ab & good
distencss L6 goon 65 We sow ibs great owingil, we felt thed we
wore saved, and the eomcander of the Bayo ordered thes the translur
be pade witho't recklessuess in such Jdexperong wamentsy

When I emw thet o trensfer was belng discvssed, wy first inben-

tion was to rvn Lo tho side of ihe two persons who wore of interest

o we there, yowpp Ualespine aud Marcisl, bobth wounded althovgh the



Ente¥d

sooond mas nob gerlovslys I fovsd the o %il‘liw,f elfftesy in & rather
serions condiblon, and be was saying to thuse svowed him, Do neb
move ney lob mo dic horoe”

imroial hed boen earricd on deck and was lying "1”3 the floor with

WGe save BR **reau felight

sveh woskuens sl prosuration that hia LPpot.
e relsed hie cyes when I approached hiz andt ae I took his hond, he

ssid in 8 chokling volice, "Little Cabriel, do not leave me.™
"o Jand} ALl of vg ave gelug te landi" I exclaimed tryimg to

arowse himg bub ke, moviag his head in sadness seensd Lo foroses i g

1

Lorbunty

I tried to help hin Lo rise, bob alfter the first effort his body

=

foll agaln as if dead, apd finslly he said, "I cmnmobl"

“he Dondepes on his wounds hed fallon swmy, and in the disorvder

ol tbe rveh 1 covld Pind ne ope %o replace them. I eared for him as

7 aovid, oonsoling hinm ot the eane tisme with words of hope, &nd I oven
tried to lamgh and ridicvle his appearence Yo sec i¥ this nethod covld
encovrape hime 3% tho poor old man did not opon his lips b6 inclined
his head with o gloomy gesture, imsensilble i,a wy Jokes us well as bo
wy eomferting words.

Drgy with himy I did pob notles that the transferrving to thoe
lsmnohes had begm. JosG Varin and hic son wero aluost the first
ongs whon they lowereds Ty first impvlse was to Jollow alter them
wnd corry ot the ordors of my mesber, but the imags of the wornded

and ebondoned sailor stopped mos Ihlespine 43d pot noed ne, while



Yarecial, slmost piven vp as dead, vms gbrebels

suying to me, "Oobriel, do not abandon nel”
The lavnehos approschod with difficvity, bwt in spite

ones the soded were on board, the tronsfer wes essy boeavse the

-4
sailors roshed on them by sliding down o cord or hvwling themselvos

+ & leap inte thomne Mauy dashed into the water ard roached thom

a1 to wondaer whieh of thooe teo

Thove was no bine Lo lose

Cwme broal to plecesy clmost all the shborn was

wder wahor and the crackive of the erpas Livbers and frases helf

wider wahor anmovmeed that rebhor goon thab moypbainons masy wovild

no longer he & shide ?Svm*yam war ronning hwriedly toward the
Inrpohes, apd tho sloop, which kept sway at & dlstance, skilivlly

dovising woys %o resish the sosn, ploked them ope. The lavmnchos re-

trrped enpby in 2 shord time, bh they wors goopn filled apaine

I sew el Halfeman wes shondoned, and I wond choking o

pk

gl crye

- to some sailors and asked them o carvy Merciel %o save himg v

0

they wers brgy evomch trylng to sove themselves. In o woment of

-

dosporation § tried to lifh hin oo my teck b my limdbod sbre

boarely svwecceded in his lifeless suuws from the floor. ¥ ran

leck in search of w kind sovl, nnd seuo werv abovh

thew from geh

[ WO s, g g Tt A Sge ples
g {'E-q_mﬁfﬁbﬁj oYL LO0 ¥

good intontionse To vndershbend thils inbvman ervolly one wWvYel DecoSw

garily heve besn in s'eh torrible sbraitoy seobiment and chaviby

digappesy bofore the inatinet of solfewrsgervation whiech dominates

2

17
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one so eonplotely and /b tines koo him e wild Lensgb.

reinl,” I ezclaimed

n 4o pob went bo save yor,
with the deepest priols

Mot then alone,” he nsowored mo. "Ite the same bo oo on bosrd as
on lupds Go on, rvp, ohild, Tor they ere leaving yov here."

I do wvot imew which thovwht tornonbed me move, thad of remniving

on booxd whore dombiless I wovld perish, or that of lewving hio slone
o his mnisfortvuse AL lost the volce of watvre wao stronger then any

Y

obhor foven, 8nd 1 took several sbops bowmrd the pwmaley I tvrned beek

to enbliypee the poer olé mow and then T ran rapldly bowerd the place where

the iast soilors were snbariivye Thors wore fovrs when I ronchsd the

spot, I omy thet the fovy lod Jsapod into the ses aud were sulmedng
regrey the lovwmob which wos abovt ten or twolve yeards in the distanco.

I mowr L% &y wWere

I shovbed with all zy strengih, s they 4id not hear wne, or they
did wvobt want To beod me. In apibe of the darkeess I cmr tho lamseh,

ey

porr them olisbh into b

,x

el

mr, altho®ih I covld scarcely sec this action
ave o the disbanec. I docided bo hwrl uweell indo tho water to follow

whe same fate, Lwh in the very b nstant T eade this resclesic

Yosh sipght of the lﬁ"ﬂ(ﬁ’ and the sailors, sad in froot of
anly that horrible darkooss of tho woler.

Tyery means of salvedion had disapposred. I towned my eves In

gyory direction apd [ s the weves beabd

& x

of the shipy in the siy oot even oo star, on the eoast not o
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Tho sleop hed disapposred too. Feneath wmy forievaly sbemping foot the
Bll of the Payo was bresking inte piecos, avd the enly piece lefy
whole was o part of the prow and the deck was £v11 of debris. I fovnd
myself vpon o shaneless raft which threntered to sink overy minls.

On seelnp syeolf in shch a sitvebion, I van to Marcial sayivg,
Fhey have Joft ma, they heve left wsi

The old mon sat p with very grost effort, leaning on one hands
he raisod his hemd sod with his trovbled eyes pased inbo tho black
spRoe s\?j’l‘ﬁiﬁl@iﬂg .

"Hothing " ho exclsimeds "I soco mething. To lawnches, ne land,
vo lights, no coaste They will not rotwn,”

As ho seid this & torrible rush sovnded mder omr feot in the
depth of the orlop, entirely sosked by this tims. The guerterdeck
inelined vielemtly to onc side, ond it was nocessary for s bo grasp
tightly to tho base of & pin whoel %o koop from falling into the weters
We bad no floorings The lest remains of the Rayo wes going %6 be
dyegrod throvgh the waveas. It as hope nover corpletely deserts one,
1 still thowght it poseille thot the sitvation nmipht last wibil doum
withot beconing worse, snd T felt consoled Yo see the forernst wes

30411 shandings Vith & firm debermination to climb it when the hvll

begpn Yo pink, 1 geeed ab that provd tree tevnk on which were floating

picoes of ropes aod shreds of eails, and which was resisbing, &

colossvg dishipvelled irx desperation, ead I begged for merey fron
Yareial allowed hinmsolf %o fell on the deck and said, "thore is

no hopo now, Sabriel. Telther will thoy wish to robvrn, wor would
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shes, we o

wigl dic heres Ih dosantt and nob

pood for & doswed thinges«DUh 70T, wesyo are & child andess”

Aa ke said this bis veice Deeams "mintell

Yater 1 hoord those wardsy

; ‘S N o S S S
1N i&r&@ﬁu DOmMS O pave |

. & e sy Do oy % o orn 4 T F Ee iy Leupe
it is e  he as an vndersbending with Cod. Haven's yov howrd

I do neb I hink I 4id net

5 % oy .. 2 e T S DT | Fnr, X .
Corase, Cabricl,t hoe contimeds. "Tan mwt & oEnm,

401l wheo loe 5 sovl o

x porgon 1o dyiag

gl he oonth fing fell whet ho hos

o his eonselonge ¢ I am telling your,

‘35 sdng

yort and I e godug Do Lell oy sins, and

Hrigs bhabk god ig 1,1” X

g‘a.
b

1 80 we behdind yox, and that Uo

T

and the solemn words I hed jvet hosvd,

reEn vhn conbinved in the sannevs

have always iv Zoman Casheolic and that T have

boen and am




on for holp nows and I aay that I hoavea'ts conlessced for iméx;ky—me
yoars or takon comvmion; it wesn'y my fomiy, byt the fevll of pubtiag
off the dezmed service, uud beeavse & person always lesves it for the
nest Svndey. Db pow 1 oam sorvy for uok Zﬁving; dong 1%, and I say,
snd swear, und declare that I love Cod, and the Virgin, and =ll the
saivks, and sy thoy pndsh me for all sy offerses, becavse if i
didntt confess or teke commniscn, it wes heeavse of those dermed
cagennls, foy they made me leave for the sen Jvst when I bed the
notion of obeylug the ﬁh’«rﬁ‘,;ﬂh@ I hawe nover sbtolon a pln peirk, nor
mawe I bold wiy lies, sxeept jvst o few bo joke. I om sorry for the
beatings I gave my wonan thirty years age, @lthegh I still think
thoy wero well given bocavge ghe wos mepuner thon a heifer and had =
disposition wore devilish then o scorplone I haven't failed in cveryw
thing the ordinance commandsy I don't habo a:«gb{;dy excég& the oassocks
rz},zc” I wovld bave Yoved to ges vmade inbo mincemeabty bob they say thet

we all ave children of God, snd I forgive thom, and likowlse in the
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wostt say ooy wore, beeavso iV lecks like I am goldug ab Iwll seil.

1 love God asd 1w 6b poncoe Ivg me, Cabriel, and nold we Light
azaiogh ;,r;;. You have po sins and yor are geing to find Yringvality!
{srengeility) with ﬁm angels ﬁi,ivimm- Eg ik is ‘z’ae%tmf to die &% youp
856 then to live in this stvbborn worlds.s « 0 covrsge, child, for
this is finisheds The wabtor is rising end the Bayo is gouno lorovors
Teath is kind 4o & drowning porsong don't be afraidy pvh yovr arms

arowd mees In ¢ 1ittle while we will be free fyom paing I will be
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1ilke the other one soid, towmorrow &nd Loparcow

anpther gne forovernoree”

To eomld nol 88y Dol

I gresped Hallemmnte body stroncly.

foia
e
2

b i oberwsl, Josk

andg keworrsr and

A

A

vielert blow of the gou washed away the prow of the ship and I Pell

the beating of the wabter agalipst my backs. I closed my oyes and

thovpht of Gods At the shme Instent I lost every sensation snd I

414 pet know what happernode
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“her the swayencos of lifs again dvlly Iighbed ny spipit, I
- wery dobones eold, and $hic sensabtion alone made rw preslize

rs

Ok

anisbonony b

the past, nor covld

sy E T
':1{; WITA

I renlize spything concernd 7y now sibtvablons. Yhen wy hend clevrod

and e ovrbnoss of wy sonses disappearod, I wag gbrotehed o on Ehe

beockhs Uome wen werp arond me, welching ne with ipbtorects The Uirst

thing I heard was: “Poor litile thinge Uo is coming te himself."
sradvelly I wes comdung back to li‘v"v and with it back bo memory

X

ol the pasts T remcubeored imrcial, svd I think the {lrst words ay

lips voberod wore guostions abo' hime Iobody imew how 40 aumver

e

wee Jmong thooe svrre'mding me I recegnized svae saliors of the

Bayos 1 asked them abovt Half-mpn and they wore conviaced thot h

hod perisheds Thon I wawbed Yo find ovt how 1 had boon saved, bnl

thoy gave we no inforontioits

They gave me somcthing bo driunk, T don't know whebti they carried

novoe, ard there nesy 8 good fire and vnder the care

ol an old wosnn 1 rocovorad

2 health bt nob ny sbyongthe Thon they

sold we thet snethor sloop, coming ovh to emamine the remains of the
nere and thoso of & French vesesel thed had moet tho same fate, fomd
ne neay jarcisd, eud they werc able to save wy lifee. Ly compamion
in the aporizing oxperience vwes dosd. I also learned that in the
travwalil of the wessel shipeyrechoed on The coast soversl welorbunate
ones had lest thelr livese

I wanted o Imo. v7al had happened to Unlespina, and thove was

wo one whe covld give mo any infermation copcerning the father and sune
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that it hnd reoched

1 osked gboth the Sante Exne, and they told

Cadis s0f foly, bosavse of § iy + resolved ve start inmediebely

,L\A

v bhe read to Jolnm wy omsbore I wos qhite o distance froem Cadisz,

eoast which lends Lo the madalgrivive L

diabbly so as Lo eower gv

needad, then, to start on my way iv wh o

long distance o5 soon a8 possiblos I walbod Lwo days 4o rest, and

ot lagt, 8o a gallor wha tool

the same road, I

shtorted on

-~
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LORart Honlvenr. bhe merning of the teenty-gove hges
ey £ ?@&'{« T Grons Al e evherme st deilwesye e <3 -% 5 3 Tamw  Rettgiryge
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gob

withowt lon

ke gailor who acconpanied

as I

e was sadly and happy, the trip was as pleasant oordd wish

£,

Pfor, eonsidering the faet that my sovl wos shill ervghnd by fareiel's

1
L

death and by the last sconss 1 wilnossed boards T2 The roud wo

<3

& e

disengsed the battlo wmh folloged ite

fralf-onn was & good stilor,” my companion on the trip wovld saye

3

Yot vho sont him ovh bo son with 4 load of wore then siszty yoars?

Tho end thet be has mob i U C"l» 0"“31"‘ a“'

%o was o brave sailor,” I go foud of war thet his

sam
i

(5]
‘J

said,

gotkness did not keop hin gwny whon e made vp his nind o coze bto

2,

) e
L]

Fleets”

AL

:';.lb

"ioll, I am teak leave of 44,7 combinved tho sailops ¥ dentt

nore wibles on the sct. Tho ool later

Ringts pay is poor,

17 wer are lefh lems or orippled, they toll yov tpopodeaight, i€ 1

P

sees yov, 1 don't romembor yov.' I looks strenge that the Hing
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saleries Tor soversl wownths. The lmst we
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1 or his childron, starbted

Pricads diseovared hin a)
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nhde ble miscry, ad ot lest they svecsoded in reswvizng bim

row positions

- heppent (0 o sther eovwbry in the wordd,

then they
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Ho congier rol Well,

=

and rogards

et B gy

logs of how sweh woney 1o aghkod frem Medrld,...nob o dbace  £b 1s trve

that all the Sressvpics of the Hing are vsed Lo puy selariec Lo the

govklensn of the cowrt, ool among theso the Prince of Posew, o

o

o iy

sokleeting forty thovsand dollars ss an Advisor of ) Shate, as

focretary ol the Stete, as Commpanderein-chief, im0~ ardSesa

Le T hewe gpid, I b0 serve tho XKinge hwos Lo my

£

wife axl childrens within 6 fow

i
o gt o R A
F n0ay O

corplain, 1ithle friend, i7 3%

330, 3 wim o o Mor by . P A SR
ghip Lles searcely ontered cobione

ulidch dovbiless was one of %
ships that Jouwght
o compndor died, i€ T oo not mdistakond

Bihah vy

"hed I still went do ery v

whovt Don Diomisio Alenlf Calisno, the bravest brigadier goversl in the

armades Yes, ivdoedy hw had a i

P

A

#h Lompor and he wovldnt't ellow the
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foered,

e R X1 5 % T, g e g g e¥s ) .1 Elo T W PR ¢ v ¥
Inspires al th e wing the affoction of Yrosn wndeor his

cey: also bo seldd that ne other gentlemen beo been horn

\Ai*

/ .
s Dionigds flcels Galinno.

vorld more generovs and refined thon

wen he wonted o treat his ‘n, he dida'h Lest arewd tho hoghy

mord pwore bhan ton themsand dollors on o corhain

o0 bouwrd the ohint

Verlin and all the 8nctors &n the

withet™h end, ord had dises

N £ [N R, -
iteclfe  fumd they so

Oy !’i{

o die ke o cabip boye ITLL Sell pov whatl

e e blme hho bahl
Fron the blme bthie lall

vy Don Diondsie stenlf colisne lmew theb wo

't

nad to lese it, becovee ot damped veering aboMhess o V@ Wers in the

rosorve ond ab Lalil ond of the lincs. Teleon, vhe wns ax expord,

3

s o line end seld, 'Fov i I ot Chon throwh two disbinet polnks

¥

&

DY wngney anels sty yials g
TIYES N0 S0 o B85 O

=
joet)

P A A
&g ot 1ins vos

not go %o aid the tail (Felson's worda)e Fe defoatod vs in porbks &

abtacking v in two strons colvms placed in the shepe of o eradle, which

~

the Poorish captain Alejandro the

they say, the sethod roat weed

ey aleau agey boday.  He cerbteinly svrrovmded angd

ng in sveh o vay thet we oonldn': holp

ng anothor and cach chin wog Torced Yo copbal with three or Lovra

 WRs & vEn vory wise in soampuship.®
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Miell, yov will pee that the Fobams was one of the fMrst to enber
the fire. :&lf‘&lﬁ fallzne vevicwed the erow ot aeop, ond exaained the

ravge of grns, and preached ¥s & serpon in which he sald, peinbing to

she $lax, Wenkleoen, vor gre all "nder the ispressicr thed dhed flaes
%a»" » W 7 54 T3

is vaileds? How we Imew whal kind of mes was cormanding W&, and go

that langvege ¢id not shock mse  Labter he said Yo o marine gwrd,
Alonse Z“‘_’NEI‘K}/L& in eharpe of it, *Iale care to delend its. Uo Galienc
svrronders it ond peither chovld & Brirdn do soet™

it is w pit:;:,,v“ I gaid, "thal thooe von hove nob hnd e chief
workhy of their velor, since {(he cvomeard of the fleet was no longer
eutyvated Lo Lheme”

Pindood it i8 & pity, asnd you will sec whet heppeneds The Lighte
ing vegan, which yor wiil losrn sas 6 good thing A2 yo» wore on hoard
the Trinided. Three xs;;ipﬁ plerced s iike & sieve on The port ond
sterboord sidess From the first moments the wewmded wore fmlling like
flies and the cousarder himseld received a bad oonbwsion du his log and
slftervards & sliver in his head thet gave him mvoh trovble. O™ do
yov belleve that he was afraid or that he vsed salves or oticking
plegtera? @mhit Ze keps on in the guarterdeclk as 17 nobhing woas hipe
pening althovgh persons very deay Ho him were felling at his side Go
rise no move. Alesle Guliane wee comsanding the mapoewye and artillery
ax if we had o weking o salvbe in front of e plaze., & Wllet of
1ittle imporbence carrvied off his eyebrow, and this mede hin spiles

b geoms theid I can still see Lim. The blood from the wounds wes
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potbing his Tad and hoods, b he didnth care exy more for this
than 10 3% wore drops of o8kl waber eplachod fronm the sem. 4% his
digposition vas somevhipnt pessiouate and his bomper, fiery, he zevwe

Wiz srders shovbing end vith so wieh eovyhge that if wo had nob obeyed
then throwsh duby, we wovld have obsyed them throwyh feur. Bvh finally
overything ended when s half=calitor dillet struck his hend, Eilling
Gim instantlys

"hon this boppened onbhusiass, if nobt the baltle, ondeds Then
o™ beloved cormmndor foll dend, they hid him so that we worldnth see

himy B no obe faliled Yo corprehend vhat hwd hanpened, sed after &

> he hopor of the {lag, the ¥abars svrrendered

dsaporate o

1 earvy hor to Sibrslter A7 she doesu't sindt

Afser Tinishing bis sbory and telling how he had cha"nmi froa the
febesa Lo the Ssobe Anh, ny conpanion gave o deeod aﬂg tm& wes gquiet
Por & Youg time. I': ag the road was boooming long and tiresorme,

T wishked to bBegin the convers sabion agaln, and T Logan telliag bin what

hed soon, g at last told hin abowt my transfor on bosred the Payo

Hih yong Pelesping.
"ah," he saids "1z he the yovnp artillery offlcer who wms carried
%o the slooy Ho lanﬂ on the night of the tweniy-third??
"The mame one,™ I anmre’i "and nobody has piven me eny information
sonceraing his wherenbovtad”
"7pll, he wng auony those whe perished in the second lavnch which

weg nol able to retch lawd. foze of the sond ones were saved, among



them the father of the artillery officer; bwt all the womnded were
drowned, as it is easy to mderstand, since the 'mfortmete ones could
not reach the coast by swimming."

I was stwmned on learning the death of lMelespine, and the idees of
the grief thet was awaiting my "mhappy idoliszed little mistress filled
my sovl and smothered every resentment,

"What a horrible misfortme," I exclaimed. "And shall I be the
one to carry svch sad mows to his afflicted family? Bws, senor, are
you swre of what you sayt™

"1 have seen with these eyes the father of that yomg man come
plaining bitterly and reviewing the dotails of the tragedy with svweh
suffering that it broke my heart. According to what he said, he had
saved all those in the lamwach, and he swore thet if he had wished to
seve only his son, he could have done so at the cost of the lives of
all the rest. He preferred, nevertheless, to give life to the great-
est nmber, even sacrificing that of his son in kindness to many, and
thws he did. He appoared to be & man of great sovl and exceedingly
skillfvl and brave."

This story saddened me so mvich that I didn't talk any more cone~
cerning the wattor. HMarcial dead} Nalespins deadl What awfvl news
I wms carrying to my master's homel I almost decided mot to retwmn
to CAdiz and to let chance or pvblic report carry sch painfl nows
to the refuge of the hearth where so many hesrts were beating with
mreste Nevertheless, it was necossary for me to appear before Don
Alonsc in order to give some accomnt of my condvcts.
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At last we reachod Rota, end from there we emberked to Cadize You
cannot imagine what twmoil there was in the vieinity with the news of
the defeat of the fleets Gradmally reports of what had happened were
srriving and by this time the fate of the greatest pert of ships was
imown although still the whereabomis of many sailors and mewbers of
the orews was not lmowne MWMnmﬂWWM
scenes of desclation when a recent arrival told the story of the dead
he lmew and nmamed the persons whe had not retwned. The multitwde
Mmm:ummmmmm-mm,s
hmﬁsr,um,oram I saw scenes of frenzied joy, mingled
with pitifvl screams and terrible cries. Hopes vanished, s“spicions
wore confirmed most of the timesg and the n'mber of those who won in
that agonizing geame of fate was rather small compared to that of those
who loste The corpses thet appeared on the coast of Sente larie removed
dovbts for mamy families, and others waited still hoping to find eamong
the prisoners taken to Gibralter a dearly beloved person.

In justice to the town of Cédiz, I shovwld say that never has any
neighborhood mdertaken the aid of the womded with so mmch determination,
never distingrishing between natives and ememies, on the contrary, sup-
plying everyone vnder the emple flag of charitye Collingwood wrote in
his memoirs abowt this genmeresity of my townsmen. Perhaps the magnie
tvde of the disaster killed all resentments. Is it not sad to consider
the fact that only misfert'me makes men brothers?

In Cédiz I was able to learn the entire metion of the war for I,
in spite of having taken part in it, lmew only particvlaer sitmations,



ag the longhbh of the line, the couplication of the sowe the veriovs

- dis not permit obhorwise. According bo vhat they

cold me there, beslides the Trinided the Argeravibe vith ninetye~two ovps

i . k3 P L S e & 'y N o e i €& L X3
w eompmnd of Yok Anbeonio Pareje, and the San Avgvetin of sighby

Don Pelipo Cepgipel hwd beer s'mke Tith Sraving on

Y

. . ; e TP Sl
were bhad robvrned to Cadiz the Yonbanes, with

ve whose sommander Alcedo died in the batlle topether with
hisz wecisbant Casbanosy the San Jusbo of sevenby=six c@nnons vnder the
i1 8 S o o 1 3 ‘/ o ] - " - . . g - . Ry S |
eorpend of Don Hgvel Gastony the den Ioaundro, ¢ sevenby-fovr carxon ship,
a - Ry s Z ol L o ¥, N " . -
coppaended by Don Jese (revedoj the San Francisco, & gevonty-fo'r eannon
ship, cosmended by Yon Lvip Floresy the Reye with one hyvndrod coymons
—«// . B
which fme-donell comtndode From these the Monbtanes, the Ban Jusbo,
the Saa Froncisco avd the Zayo sel sall the twenlywthird Lo recaptire

the ships im sighty bmb the last two wwere logt on the coast ag well ap

the Monares, of seventy-fn'r camons comvanded by Argvmosa, and the

B * R * L . S & N - . £2 . e e, s <
foptmne with elzhby coawmons whose heroie commendey Don Cayeouno Valdes,

alrsedy famove for hig woyepe of the fowrtocenth, wams on the verge of

deathe Those capi'wed were: The Iahame, which was destroyed before

ibralbears the Ildelonas, & sovenby-lovr cormon, comwander

&

lands and the Yepomwmceno, whish for rony

Jug ponnsy g
& whiNDI L0

a —

yearg rexgined in Gibreltar, preserved as sn objeet of veperation or

sucrad rolice The

abandoned hore Tho hnglish alse logh some of Thelr sbrony vessels,

e
3

and 0o few of their officers sharcd the gloriows end of

a

Admirel Velsohe

A,

In repard to the Fremek, it is not mocossary o say bhat thoy

hs‘:l
3y
E

. 0s preat loBsos Lo Woe Bl the excepbion of the oy ghips vwhich
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H"

retired with Duwnelir withows anboy

: the baktle, & sheln that in

o long Bimv covld not b efloced from the mame of the Ireanch navy, ov

sllies condvebed themsolves heroiecally in Uhe Leitles Villenawre,

wi that his orvors be forpotben in one duy, fovghi reselviely

to the end and wes carried o prigoner to Zibraltare. Uany othor cone

]

..“
LB

st

maoders foll into the power of the Daglish and soveral 4
ships met the seme fobe 98 o'wrss some rotired with Uravipe, others

veye copbured, end many were loat on bhe coasts. The Achilles expladed

in Lo bebtle, as I Indicabod in ny sbovye

B in spite of these disasters oW ally, provd France, did nok
poy svch deay conmeguonces Tor that wor as fpeip. Hapoleon had irenge
porbud in o short Give the greal army fron the Lanks of the Meucha

Cepal bo Oenbral Zvrope aumd wae pvbting labe exeevtion his colossel

coppaisn agsinst Avstris. Tho wenbioth of Uobober, a day Lefors

Gapoleon witnessed ou the £icld of Ulm the swmrching of
the Asgtrion troops, whoso goverals handed over their swords to him,
ol two monbths later, the seeond of Docouber of the same yobr on the
ficlde of Avskerlitz ho won the grenbest baille of his careor.

These trivmphs solftened tho less of Trafalpgar in Trence; Hepolson

£,

sl ordersd the sowspapers not to gponk of the watter, and when

‘o»N
.1’.

he lesrned of the viclery of his implacable cunemies, the 1

.

he was conbend to shwvg hie shovlders and sey, "1 cannot e overyvhoroe”
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T odried to posl
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Sy mordnt of epposring belove oy mesbory

o3

o fizally oz, tod lack o shelbor Jorced

Az I nssred the howe of Den Flors, =y henrt boab with s r Lhat

Ko 5 S " o o e T% s, i Falnpede b
sten I atopped Lo pob my Treable The inmanso palsn ohet the

Falesping was polng to cavse welghed Ypon wy sovl 8o

I nad been respousible Tor that dissster, 1 shovld

o anstishis 1 arrived ab last opd entered tho hovso.
i preseues in tho pabtie prodvesd @ great bwadts [ hoord lowd stops

i Bhe Tpper corridors, txnd I hod not had time to say o word when somo

e cabraced e bighily. 4 did not delay in recogniszipe the fuce of
Uona Flore more psinted thet duy than an albarpiece snd wildly dise
Figeed with the joy my prescuce cavsed in the heurt of the eucolient

old wormne The swoeb remes of Mlittle sprout,” Ypretiy little ihing,®

wpel baby,” and others which she lavisbod on mo with all renerosity

did not wake me smiles I wounb vp and everybhing became sxvibomenis
I heerd my sestor say, "lero he ig, thenk Codtl® I enbered the liviug

41

vefie Iranclisce mpproached wme, esktdng with mortal anxietyy

poos and

o Balfael? Uhab hes happencd o fron falaell®

1 was conivwed for & long tlmce Fy wolee wag choking in my throut,

5

aud I did nobt hmve covrdge Lo tell the falal newse They ropeated the

2

grestion and thex I saw ny little wistress coming {ron & nearty room

opale fnee, Irig

nen eyes, aut an appearancs rovealing The

suoeioh that possessed hers, %he sight of her cansed wo Ho breuk into
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uot nesd Lo say o word. Zosite ggve so

A

st o £% AP R 0. . b s
il ary € oL A&l?hev gl hig wile ran o

help her, hiding vYholy sorpov in Yhw dopths of thelr sevlsd
Flare wae grief stricken, and culling me aport Ho ssawe horseld
Lo

a vhole and somd body, she sald,

Tind wo thok gentlenem io deed? I thowpht so, amd T haveo ftold Faca
o, b she bas Dirnly believed that she covld save him. Indoed, if
it is Codvs willese « And you are safc and somd. Vhet 2 plosswred
imve you not lost soybhingt?

“he constersatien thaet relnod in the howse is imposcible So dege
sribo. For over e hovr only orios vere heard and wailing end sobs,

for Uslespinats family wie thers too. 5ub what strenge things God

periits for his ends. & guarter of an ho™r had passed, as I have

the news “lhesn & nolsy, toreechy woleo reached

- o _ & ]
n Joso Terie Yalgsping, vhe wms ghoting

Le, Don Alouso, amd my litble nisbress.

n e tha el hint tho volco of the liar

A

seomed o8 heppy wo meval, and this gscemed highly dndecoroms alter

the sal boresvencnt that bad ocovrreds Ue von to nmeeh him and I

*

wag ashonished

1+

goe hin as heppy as o Jhrisbmes grecting.

Hnh Don Iadael?” my waster sald bto him in amanenerde

-

Tsafe snd somd," ausvered Don Jose

ine "That is Yo suy,
sovind, NOws b ovh ol danper, yos, becstse his wovnd no longer
requires care. The rvbe of & svrgoon thovphi he wes dyings Db

9

I kuow good and well he wasn't] Svrpeoons, poohl I heve cuved men
% E .5
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I, I, with & new orocedwre, nol in wse, which I slouns know."

These words which chapged the sitwdion in sheh o redical renner
lei% ny ractor end nictross emasedg then sn inteuse jJoy réplaced the
forver sadness, and at laeh when ﬁw creat emotion allowed then to
think abovt the risbako, they s‘f!smwchl ne wikh severity snd scolded nx
for the great ansiely that I hac caveed theme I exeused wysell by
soying that 3t hed been bold to ms Jvet ms I had rolated it, and Don
Tope m:a hecame foriovs and oalled me 8 1lying, ﬁ*ﬁéﬁlﬁng 1ittle brote

rotwslly, Don Tofeel wac alive and ovth of dangeri b he had
r-rams"a:’émii in Sanlfeor in the home of acgreintances while his father came
£o Codiz in soareh of tho family iv order to Lake them o the womnded
woants sides The reador will pot 'derstand the origin of the nistake
which eanged ne to roport in swch good faith the death f;sf’ the yormg
neng bt I weger that all who read 'i;hia s“spmt thet some sbrpendovi
lie of old man Melosping cavged the news of the avprosed bragedy to
comg o my earse Thus It was, no norc, no less. I fownd ottt lmter

ont Lo Sanlvesyr with the family, Don Jose Harin had forged

when ¥
a fiction of heroism and gemrmismss ot his party in verions eircles
he referred to the stronge case of his sonts deabh, lsagining sone
parbicvlars and aveh dramatic clroumsbonces that for seversl doys the
felgrned probagonist was the objoet of everyona's praisets for his selfs
depial end bravorye Ho Lold thet the lawmneh capsized and that he had
L e“m%( totween the rosee of his son and that of all the others and
he decided in favor of the latter covrse pince it was wore gonero”s

wnd megnanlnotse EHe adorred all this in svch & manney, told svwel
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and at the same time svieh noblo debails Lhat many

id

freodl was soon discovered end the
2ov lost very lovg, notwithstanding the fect it necesserily reached my

ours &

the familye Althovgh T had & very hed
iden conesrping the voracity of old Ualespire, I covld pever hLeoliove
thet he world persdt himself to lic sbout aweh goriovs matteros
Aiser experiencing those strong feelings, wy wveaster fell into

g doop melsncholy; he seldon telked, and it seewmed that his sovl, having

pttled overy kind of secovmbs with the world, was preparing for the
Ilast jorroeye. The conelvaive gbsence of Hareial tool from hin the only
friend of his seeond childhood, and having no one with whon ke conld

play the gomo of 1ittle shipe, he sank into Che depths of despairs

Dona Franeigen did rot notice his sadpeoss snd vever relexed in her
tirede ol hiwilistleone The day of =y arriwal I heard hor sny Lo him,
Tow hove done Dircl Uhat do you think? Aren't you satisficd yob?

o o9, po on to the flest. Yas I right or wok? Oh, 3iF yov had paid

atbention 1o m0wes « Will yor losrn mow? Do yoo see how God has
prishied youd®

Uoermn, loave me in poace,” anewered ny moster sadly.

"and now wo are left withowt e flect, withont sailors, and we
are going bo be left withovt meens of going on il weo keep "mited with
the Frenche God gromt thab those pentlemen will mot give ve & bad
denls The one vho has achbed gloriovwsly is Seuor Villenwwo. ihy,
¥ traving lad opposed the deparbtyre of the Pleet as thy suy Chivrrves

&l f Iaalsz taliano did, he wovnld have evolded this esinstrophe thet i
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broaldog ove hosrbels”
"rommn, whod do yor wenn by that? Do nob eaberress me,” sald my
saator, Yery angrys
Wiy, don's I vndersband? lore than yove Yen, sirve I ropeel ite
Gravine is prohebly wery ecvrbsovs avd very bravey whab is e nowt He

hes certainly done finef’

Yov wrefer that woe ehovld have looksd

e 4id what he

pownrdsth

Miibe cowerds, noy like wise mon, ves. Thet's ite I say &b and

sh fleet shonld pet have lsﬁ; Cadiz and ylelded

C Willongitye,

YIi bas beown reporbed hove Uhet Grevina was of tho opimion, like
Wis comperiong, vob o seb sall. Bud Villemo'we, who was dotermined
to do so, in ordeor to do s hoperable deed so as to peconcile him o
his mheber, tried to womd the pride of o wens It appoars thad o

E

of tim reasons thet Crovina objocted was the bad meather, and looklug

st the baroseter in tho eabin heo gald, Yio yov nob goo how 1t is joimg

‘u"

down?t  Then Villenewve said dryly, YThe thing going down herc is valor.'

On heerdny this losvly Oreviecs apose blind with enger and throew in the

5

ince of

5 =

ihe Trenclman his deporbners et the dofeat of Finisbtorres Thoy

croseed words opd ab last ooy adpdrel exclalmed, ¥We will go b0 ses

Lonorrow pormine I Bk I think Srevine shonld not haw \:1.1(* ey &hbers
bz

Lhon wo the bvrayade of Villenerve, ue sirg fov: TTOTY -

% o e gonditions

= tho fIeet be bobitle the O
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syoeped to me an athock on sationsl honor,

Istor sppesred very well fovadeds Domn Trancisca was righb. Gravioe

shovid not bave given im Lo the demands of Tillope'we. By saying this,
verhope I defous the avwecle of progbipe vwhich the people placed arownd
the chied of the Spenish forces on thet looontable ocoasione Tithovh
demying the merit of Graving, I think there vas exggperatiorn in the
gxeoasive praises showered on him afver the babtble end at the time of
his denthe® Brorything indicsted ¢hat Uravine wag & trve genblemmn
and o brave soamsp. It perhaps dve to his intonse covirbesy be leacked
timt resolution which the consbant habit of war gives and also the
svperiority, which in sveh 418fievld carecrs g8 that of seaman, is
acquired oply in the agsidwevs ovltieation of the sclencss whiek

congtitite ite Cravioe wos 8 good division chief, bub mothing morve

by coremity, fim and wmbreakable determinsbion, which are
charactors necoscary in orpanizations festimed Lo the command of
grogk forees, no ome had except Don Cosme Domisn Chvrrics ond Don
Diowisio Aleald celianc.

T wastern, Don Alopso, sunswered the lash worde of his wife, and
wien she leit, I sow thet the pitifvl old man was praying as earpestly
ss that night in the cabin of tho Sapte Ave, the pight of oWy sopereas
sione From thet dsy on, Seror 4o Cismiege did nothing bt pray, and
praying he spent the rost of his 1ife wtil he ceberked on the ship

thet reb ring ne norde

#fe died in Meroh, 1806, s & resvil of his womds.



195

e died afbor his devphter married Don Befael Halespina, an svent
which took plaac two mosths after the preet naval tattle which the
Speniards called the "fottle of the Twenty=-Cirst® and the Inglish celled
Borafalgar® Dhocavse it hed ocevrred noar the oape of this vane, Iy

Litsle wiatress sarried in Vejer ab dawn of & benntifvl winter day, and

thoy 1aft Lmediatoly for Modirawsidonia where “'mw had & home prepared

T wos & witness of their heppinesy diurirns the duys preceding
thely wedding, b che 4id not nobice %;%ze; égop sadness thet enplifed

& A

mey noy A7 she had nobleed, che world not have Imown the cavss. Fech

t ime she iucremssd more in Importence in ny oyes, and coch tize I beow
cane more hwble in the presenece of the dovble svperiority of her
Lheanty anpd her soclal positions I had bheooome acevsbowed to the ides
theat svoh en admirsble coubination of graces covld noi, or shomid not
e lor me, and this realizabion pave mo pesce, for resignation with

| the renwmoiation of every hope, is a consolation slmilar o death, exd
for thet resson it &8 o prent consolation.

They married, snd the same day they left for Tedins~sidonis, Dona
Froneisca told me to go also end pwb wyself at the service of the newly
rarried onoss T wonk by might and dvring oy solitary jovrney 1 kept
strwpeling with my ideas end ewhions whieh sscillated Twlweur accepting
& positicn In tho hovso of the yomg hvsband and wife or rejocting §t
forevcre I arview od the Tollowlng mrrm I approvched the hovse,
ardern, ot my fool on the fiveds step of the doorwey, ond

t%:carc I sbopped Looavsy my thovghbs ebssrhad my entire being and I

I think %

noeeded to Lo perfeetly still in order Lo think betber.



rezmined iz thot positisn Tor roye thon hall an heire

- 3

sride and hrddegroom

4

£ deop silence roigned in the ho''se. The
weye covbiless sleeping the fireb sleep of drangvil Iewe, mwmdist rbed
by any trovhles. I covld not help recalling the scenes of thoss far
swny doys when she and I wsed bo play topethers TFor mo sie was then
the first thing .m all the worlde Tor hor I was, iT not the first,at

loast somethiing che loved and wissed Tor o ahsence of an howrs In

svch o short Gime, whet & chargel

3

Bveryhhing 1 sev scened to express the happiness of ihe 'i:m lovers
axgl sﬁeﬁzd an alffrost to wy lonliress. Althongh 1t was winber, I
Imngined that all the trees in the parden were covercsd with Doliape
end that the grape-sarbor which shoded the door was filled wnexpeotedly
with yovmg vines Yo probect thew whew they left for e walis. The avn
wes very warn sod the air was moderste, refreshing thet pest vhose
firat sbrewe I gyeelf had helped Se gabher when I was 8 messonpey z}i‘
thelr loves The vese bushes, stiff wikth cold, appeared covered with
maers ard the orenge Trees seomed filled with orange blossoums ond
froit which & thowsand birds wore condng to peck in nerbiecipation of
the wodding festivities. Uy meditations and visions wore Muintore
ripbed wubil the profouvnd silerce reipgnivg in the bovee was brolen
by the somd of & Iresh yomg volce which recchoed in sy sovl cansing
we to shiddere

That happy voice produced in me ap indefinsble emtimaﬁ and emobion
akin to fear or shame, I don't know whichy bvt T cen assvre yov that

a gvdden resoliion tore me from the door, and I left the gardon rvnning
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Yiks & pobber Dpurivl of discovery.

= .

Hy decision wes irrevoceblo. ithevd lesing bime I

sidonia, determined net bo serve {hat hovse or the one in Vejore AfTer
thinking s 1ittle while, I declded to zo to ¢adin end from there %o
wdrids I GQid so, vongering the csresges of Dofa “Iora who tried to
bio we wilk o chsin wede Jron the withored rozes of her loveos asrd siace
that day, how sony things have heppencd worbdhy off bolng toldl My

« “Hiich slvendy hnd taken me Lo Trafalgasr, took me later 4o

*

- % . R R R BT TR X R X e iy g £y £ e T
ather glorisvs sad inglorinns scores, b all werthy of memorye Do

s

Toll, walt & 1itile while sad I
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