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PREFACE

Oklahomans should be conscious of the history of
their state and especially proud of the history and folk-
lore of thelr Indian tribes, which now number about one
hundred twenty-five thousand persons. There is a need in
the state that the history of these tribes be written be-
fore the old Indians and settlers pass on. It is accord-
ingly the purpose of this paper to tell the story of the
Sacs and Foxes, recording the government's dealings with
them and describing the final opening of their Oklahoma
reservation to white settlement.

Although the paper has involved fairly wide reading
in secondary sources, most of the information, for the
sake of accuracy, has been gathered from primary materials.

Acknowledgement of indebtedness should be made to the
following individuals for their willing assistance rendered
in the preparation of this thesis: Dr. T. H. Reynolds,
Head of the History Department, Oklahoma A. and M. College;
Dr. E. E. Dale, History Department, University of Oklahoma;
G. Y. Walbright, editor of the Stroud Messenger; and Mrs.
G. Y. Walbright.

L. B.
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Chapter I. Early History
and Customs

The story of the Sacl and Fox Indians parallels in s
general way that of other tribes of North American Indians.
To these two tribes, who formerly lived in an aboriginal
state, the coming of the whites not only brought ecivilizing
influences but also restricted their freedom and deprived
them of their native habitat.

'The Sacs and Foxes are usually thought of as one tribe,
perhaps as a result of the close relationship they have
maintained with each other but especially as a result of
their being officially treated together by the United
States govormnt} However, each tribe has always main-
tained its separate identity,? and it is well, therefore,
to treat of them separately before taking them up as a
united group.

Of the two tribes, both of Algonquian stock, the Foxes

lrhe Sacs were previously known as the Sauks. For
the sake of consistency the name by which they are known
at present will be used in this paper.

ZFrederick Webb Hodge, Handbook of American Indians
North of Mexico, Bulletin 30 of the Bureau of American
Eﬁéc)?logy (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1907-
1910), I, 473.




were considered to be the less savage. Thelr name was
formerly Meshkwakwikug or Muskwakiwuk, which means "Red
BEarth People,"” but because of the mistake of some French
trappers who applied to the whole tribe the name of a
single gens, they have come to be called VWagash, which,
translated, means "Foxes" or "Red Foxes.”® The religious
tradition of the tribe that they grew out of or were
created from the red earth 1s interesting to those who
believe the Indians to be the "lost ten tribes of Israel."4
Some of their neighboring tribes called them Utugamig,
meaning "People of the Other Shore."?

When first discovered by and known to white men, the
Foxes lived around Lake Winnebago in eastern Wisconsin and
along the Fox river. Thelr ancient traditions placed
their original home north of the lskes in what is now
Canada and a little later on the southern shore of Lake
Superior.

They were described by the French missionaries who
first found them as being restless and warlike, yet brave
and energetic. The Indians living near them sald they
were "stingy, avariclous, thieving, passionate, and

SHodge, op. cit., p. 472.

4Tames Adair, History of the American Indians (London:
1775), pp. 14=15. T

SHodge, op. c¢it., p. 472.



quarrelsome.” Like most of their neighbors, they prac-
ticed polygamy. Thelr canoes were built of logs or bark,
4nd they used spears, clubs, and bows and arrows in the
chase and in war.6

The Fox was the principal tribe of Algonguian stock
with whom the French waged war. This restless and war-
like pecople had conceived a hatred for the French because
the latter had aided the Chippewas and cthers by furnishing
them weapons to destroy the Foxes; they sald the French
suggested to the Chippewas that the Foxes, whom the French
could neither Christianize nor commercialize, should be
exterminated. tho French especlially disliked the Foxes
because the latter often made traveling traders pay trib-
ute to than@ This tribe and its allied kindred tribes
are credited with plundering, thieving, and murdering
among thelr Indian neighbors and the outposts of white
settlements, ranging for miles south in the Mississippi
river valley, from the North lands to the Gulf. They even
plotted at one time to destroy Fort Detroit. The complete
extermination of the Foxes was probably prevented by the
counsel of a French missionary, Nicholas Parrot, who
pleaded in their cause.”

The Foxes' mode of life was akin to that of the

6Hodge, op. cit., p. 473.
7Ibid. ;



tribes of the woodland, but their spirit related them to
the plains Indians. They cultivated wild rice, corn,
beans, and tobacco. In the summer they dwelt in villages,
their houses being built of bark and sometimes being sixty
feet in length. During the winter they separated and
lived in oval flag-reed buildings or lodges.

The Fox tribe had developed a strict socisl organiza-
tion bullt on the gens. Thelr marriages were contracted
outside the gens, and the gens of a family generally
followed the male. The main Fox gentes were the Bear, Fox,
Wolf, Elk, Big Lynx, Buffalo, Swan, Pheasant, Bagle, Sea,
Sturgeon, Bass, Thunder, and Bear Potato.8 In the biog-
raphy of a Fox Indisn the gens to which he belongs is
usually mentioned.

They were a primitive people, yet they had a richly
endowed mythology, much of which was related to beast
fables. They had, therefore, many deities of definite
character. The principal one was Wisaka, the culture
hero; they also believed in a cosmic substance known as
munitowiw or manito. The tribe practiced a number of
ceremonies, of which the prineipal one was the festival of
the gentes.® This was a social feast, sometimes of a

political nature, to celebrate their membership and fellow-

SHodge, op. cit., p. 473.
9Ibid., pp. 474-5.



ship in the particular gens to which they belonged. The
Tfood was generally prepared by the host but was sometimes
brought by the members. Each guest brought his own dish,
into which the host placed a generous helping of food.
This the guest must eat, or, if he could not eat all of
it, he must take the rest home with him. Different gentes
served different types of feasts. The great feasts were
held twice each year, one in spring for the new season
and one in the autumn to show gratitude for ripening
harvests. So America centuries ago had a Thanksgiving.
The warriors shaved their heads llke the Chinese,
leaving a topknot like the Romans', and used dyed horse
hair and bright colored feathers for decoration. They
painted the face, head, and upper part of the body. They
wore the moccasins, leggings, and breech-cloths and at
times, especially in winter, added blankets and robes of
fine leather. They loved paint, beads, shells, feathers,
bright colored ornaments, and richly dyed cloth. 6
In their grief, when caused by death, they mourned,
blacked thelr faces with charcoal, raatod,'and used plain
dress. The burial was in the branches of a tree, upright
in a shallow grave with fixed supports, or perhaps
horizontally in the ground. They believed the spirit or
soul went west to the land of the setting sun and that
when liisaka, the culture hero who lives in the North lands,



returns, the world will come to an end.?

Governmental records show that perhaps one could not
have found a more primitive tribe of Indians within the
limits of the United States than the Fox tribe was when
first found by the French missionaries, near Lake Winmebago,
Wisconsin.

The story and customs of the Sacs were similar to
those of the Foxes. The Sacs called themselves Osakiwug,
meaning "People of the Outlet" or perhaps "People of th;
Yellow Barth," and from this name derives that by which
they are called by the whites, Sauks, Saukies, or Sacs.ll

The Sac Indians were, when first known to white men
about 1647, savage wanderers and cruel vagabonds of the
woodland country, even more barbarous than the usual
roving tribes. They first introduced the torture of
prisoners among the Algongquians. They were described by
an early French missionary as being the most savage people
he had met. Yet when the tribe made wandering trips into
the South, the Spanish officers reported them as easy to
deal with and not at all Srowblesome.)®

10Hodge, op. cit., II, 479.
111pia., p. 471.

JI-‘Q'aﬂul.a.mscm Skinner, Observations on the
_f_% s, Bulletin of the Publi o_%am of go Cit

waukee: Advocate Publishing Company, 1923),
PpP. 7-9; Hodgo, op. eit., II, 475.



The eivilization of the Sacs was like that of the
Indians of the eastern wooded country. As they lived in a
lake region, they naturally used canoes and dugouts to a
great extont.‘ When found by the French, they had developed
an extensive agriculture, raising corn, squash, beans, and
tobacco. They were also great hunters, spending much time
the whole year around at the chase and fishing.lS

The Sac social structure was also built on- the gentes.
Their gentes were the Trout, Sturgeon, Bass, Great Lynx
or Fire Dragon, Sesa, Fox, Wolf, Bear, Bear Potato, RElk,
Swan, Grouse, Eagle, and Thunder. At one time the gentes
were strictly defined; the chiefs came from the Trout and
Sturgeon, while the war leaders came from the Fox gens.
Each gens had one large bark house in which it celebrated
the feast of the gentes, but the people lived in smaller
bark houses in summer and in oval flag-reed houses in
winter.

Like that of the Foxes, the religion of the Sacs was
a belief in the cosmic manitos, magic forces or genii
permeating the world of nature. The tribe had many reli-
gious ceremonies, the most important of which, besides the
feast of the gentes, was the secret rite of the medicine
men, attended by only a very select group.lé

1aﬂodgo, op. cit., II, 4%6.
l4rpia., p. 479; Skinner, op. cit., pp. 37-8.



The Sac soclety was divided into moieties for the
purpose of playing games and holding contests. The moletlies
were called the Kishko and the Oskush. The first offspring
in the famlly went into the molety opposite to that of the
father, the second into the father's moiety, and so on in
alternate rotation.t®

At some time the Sacs acquired an alphabet and an
ability to write, for it is recorded they were able to
keep up a correspondence among themselves. Apparently the
alphabet was the work of the early French missionaries.l®

One of the earliest reports of the Sacs and Foxes as
having a fairly close relationship is that of the Jesuit
priest, Father Allouez, who in 1667 preached to them =nd
baptized some of their children. A few years later the
two tribes were again msntioned together when they joined
with a band of Hurons to fight the Sioux, who put them to
great rout .17

In the first quarter of the eighteenth century the
Sacs divided into two Tactions, one attached to the Foxes
and the other to the French. However, in 1733 a few

Foxes sought asylum with the Sacs from the French, and

15gKinner, op. eit., pp. 12-13.

16prederick 8. Dellenbaugh, The North Americans of
Yesterday (New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1902), p. 58.

17Hodge, op. eit., II, 474.



when the French attempted to take the Foxes by force, the
Sacs killed the French leader and several of his soldiers.
This action reunited the Sacs and brought about a close
confederation of the two tribes, who moved from Wisconsin
into Iowa, probably to svoid the French.l® Not until
1780, homa.r, when the Foxes, united with the Sioux
against the Chiﬁpewaa, were almost annihilated, did there
come a very close union between the two tribes. The rem-
nant of the Foxes incorporated with the Sace but neverthe-
less retained their own tribal government.l®

The population of the Sac and Tox tribes at their
best was 3,500 and 3,000 respectively. The smallpox at
one time killed about half of the tribe. Later in their
history the Black Hawk War and its effects also took a
heavy toll of lives.

The united tribes have shown themselves capable of
adapting themselves to civilized ways. The Sacs and
Foxes were good traders when at peace. They ordinarily
liked white people but were more often than not at war
with some roving band of Indians. They were uncompromising
enemies of certain tribes, and to them is Justly attributed
the virtual destruction of the Illinois, Cahokian, Kaskas-

18odge, op. eit., II, 475.
197pia., I, 473.
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kia, and Peoria Indian tribes. They were sctive rather
than passive in their relationships with others, so active,
in faet, that in times past they have claimed different
parts of the country in the Mississippl Valley from the
Great Lakes to the Gulf.=0

( The story of these two tribes, now known as one, is
like the story of other American Indian tribes and not
unlike the story of the aborigines of the other countries
of the world under the advancing influence of the white
races. They were ever pushed westward, moved and re-
moved until in exchange for originally large holdings of
land they now omn a few allotments in the small strip of
country known as the Sac and Fox reservation in the State
of Oklahomal

& “0pmerican State Papers, Indian Affairs, 13 Cong., I,
Zit.



Chapter II. Relationship With the United States

Until the Removal Into Indian Territory

In 1789 the United States, a new nation, made its
first treaty with the Sac and Fox Indians, among other
trives. The fifteen articles of the treaty provided for
the return of any white prisconers held by the Indians,
the settlement of tribal boundary lines, a natural strip
of ground to be used as a hunting ground for the tribes,
the delivery by the tribe to the United States of any
tribesman accused of murdering a tribesman, the punish-
ment of any horse thieves among the tribes, the licensing
of traders, and the punishment for failure to procure this
license. By the treaty the Sacs and Foxes agreed to pre-
vent any enemy nation from crossing their lands to make
war on the United States and to make war on any nation who
should make such an attempt, and the United States agreed
to punish intruders on Indian lands and to establish
trading posts on the lands. The articles defined the
boundaries of the Detroit trading post distriect and of the
post district of Michilimackinac, and the Indians acknowl-
edged the United States as protector of the tribes.l

lgharles J. Kappler, Indian Affairs, Laws and Treaties
(Wwashington: Government Printing Office, 1904), LI, 18-23.



In 1804 a treaty was arranged by William Henry Harri-

son, then Indian commissioner for the government, with a

portion of the Sac and Fox tribes at St. Louis, the

Missouri River Sacs, a treaty purporting to be with the

whole of the united tribes. The second article follows:

The general boundsry line between the lands of
the United States and of the said Indian tribes
shall be as follows, to wit: Beginning at a point
on the Missouri river opposite to the mouth of the
Gasconade river; thence in a direct course so as to
strike the river Jeffreon at the distance of thirty
miles from its mouth, and down the sald Jeffreon to
the Misslssippl, thence up the Mississippi to the
mouth of the Oulsconsing river and up the same to a
point which shall be thirty-six miles in a direct
line to the point where the Fox river (a branch of
the Illinois) leaves the small lake called Sakaegan,
thence down the Fox river to the Illinois river, 2nd
down the same to the Mississippi. And the said
tribes, for and in consideration of the friendship
and protection of the United States which is now ex-
tended to them, of the goods (to the value of two
thousand two hundred and thirty-four dollars and
Tifty cents) which are now delivered, and of the
annuity hereinafter stipulated to be paid, do hereby
cede and relinguish forever to the United States all
the lands included within the above-described
boundary.

Article 3 provided that the United States should deliver

yearly to the Sac and Fox tribes one thousand dollars

worth of goods.z

This agreement caused great consternation and anger

among the other Sacs and Foxes, and the majority of the

Foxes withdrew from the united group to settle in Iowa.

3Kappler, op. cit., p. 75.



Thus, as a result of the treaty of 1804 at St. Louis, the
tridbe was divided into three parts: (1) the main body of
the Mississippi Sacs and Foxes, (2) the Mississippi Sacs
and Foxes of Iowa, and (3) the Missouri Sacs and Foxes,
who because of their deed were afraid of the rest of the
tribe and stayed away from thcm.( In reality, the treaty
had been a misunderstanding on the part of the Indians,
and it was their feeling at having been swindled of their
Just rights that eventually led to the Black Hawk ﬁar.@
On September 13, 1815, at Fortage des Sioux, the
United States concluded a treaty in which the Sacs of
Missouri assented to the St. Louis treaty and agreed to
take no part with the Saes of Rock river (the main body of
the Sacs and Foxes), who, under Black Hawk, had fought on
the side of the British in the VWar of 1812 and who were
still causing trouble because of the misunderstanding of

the earlier treaty.% On September 14, 1815, a like treaty

was made with the Fox chiefs.® Finally, on May 13, 1816,
a treaty was made with the Sacs of Rock river in order to
carry out the stipulations of the Treaty of Ghent between
the United States and Great Britain. By the treaty of

SHodge, Handbook of American Indians North of Mexico,
II, 476.

"Kapplar, op. eit., pp. 120-1.
S1bid., pp. 121-2.

13



1816, sligned by Black Hawk, the Saes under his leadership
made peace with the Unlited States and confiymed the St.
Louis treaty.

On August 4, 1824, Heoluk and others {Black Ilawk's
name is notlceably absent) signed a treaty by which the
Sacs and Foxes relinauished thelr claim o the land in
Missourl lyinz between the Wissiosippi and “isscuri rivers
in exchange for a2 one thousand-dollar annulty running ben
years and the provision by the Government of a blacksuith
and other laborers, Pfarming utensils, and cattle.”

Oms year later the United States negotiated a treaty
with several tribes, including the 3aes and Foxes and the
Sioux, who had been fighting each other. By this treaty
the border line between these two groups was egtablished

ag being from the mouth of the Towa river up to the scurece

of its left fork, across to the upper fork of the Des ioines

river, then to the loger fork of the Calunmet river, and

down to its junction with the iisscuri. The facs and Foxes

in this agreenent expressly relingsuished all elaim te land

on the esast side of the ilississippl river. 8

On July 1%, 1230, ancther treaty was made by the

Ji
2]

government with the Sac and Fox and other tribes. By thl

w

o

6nap pler, op. ¢it., pp. 154-5.
7ibid., pr. £07-8.
8Ibid., pp. 25C-1.
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treavy all the Indisns gave up title to thelr lands lyine

Iowa between the Des ilcines and the lissouri rivers,

and the Sacs and ¥Foxes relinguished titls to a tract

twenty miles wide lying betwessan the

#oines vivers. The land between the Dos loines ang

413

HMissouri was to be assicned and allotted to the Tndians.,

in return for these cesslions the Indians should have
annuities and certain other allowances.Y
None of the cessions to the United States had been

met with Jjoy by Black IHawk, now 2 subordirate chief of the

Sacs, and alfter this 1ast treaty he began actlvely anong

D
;..:.

the variocus tribes of Indiang to use his influence agsinst

the governauent. iis influence was great, for he was well
known as a brave apd patriotic warrior. & member of the
Thunder gens, he had won high honors on the warpath by the
age of 15. At 17 he led a susall group of wsrriors ia an
attack on an Csage cgup of one hundred Indians, He was

successful in this abttenpt and returned with his first

scalp. A 1little later he blundered, however, by laving

siege to g deserted village. His warriors left him, ex-
cept five with whom he continued, feelin@ disgraced, dls-

aprointed, and angry. He soon returned to his village

. 2

bearing two scalps and thereby felt that his henor wase

e

Kappler, op. c¢it., pp. 305-7.

St ot



rastored. Iefore reaching 20 years of age he wa

47

called
to war agalnst the Usage Tndiangs. Bach tribe was repre-
gsented by some two hundred warriors. Liore than half of

the enemy was destroyed, Black Hawk killing Pive of them

in open combat. “While on a2 raid agalnet the Cherckess, he

and hisg party killed twenty-eisht opponents and lost but
gseven of thelr own party. Black Hawk lost hic dasire to
go on the warpath for a period of five vears bscause his
Tather was one of the seven men killsd., Hlg Pather was

greatly mournsd by the btribe because he was thalr ehief

-~

medicing nan. At the end of the five~year period Bluek
Hawk again dug up the hatchet and went on the warpath
against the Osages and Cherckees, killing every soul save

two squaws In some forty eneny Indian villages. On this

£

s

rampage DBlack Hawk killed nine himself. On a later ex-
eursion he camg upon four men and refused to kill them,
¢alling 1t not honocrable to kill so Tew; vebt g woman of
the group he compelled to go to his camp. In the sscond
war with BEagland ElaCu Hawk lod mest of his tribe to unite
with the British, and he did the British gsoﬁ service by

scourzing the ontlying Auwerlican sebilenment g, 10

ﬂﬁw;{in 1831, Black Hawlk attempted to Torm an elliance

with the Vinpnebago, Pottawatonle, and Xickanpoo bands in a

1030dge, op. cit., I, 150-2.

18



united achbion agalnst the agsression of the whibtes) this

was contradictory to the wishes of his principal chief,

‘X
[—J-
n
M
2
-.4
l-
.—i
‘..-I
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L

Heokukz, who hunmbly subnitted tc the uncompron
the vhites and moved beyond the boundary line provided by
treaty. Indeed, eckuk assumed 8o passive an attitude in
the Black Mawk War that he lost a great deal of his pres-
big e 11

A8 2 result of the reported msctivitles of Black Hawk,
Governor Reyneolds of Zllinols sent for the state nilitia.
General Gaines, seeking to prevent achtive hostilities,
issued a call for Blacik Hawk to appear st Fort Arnstrong,
but this meeting falled to accomplish anyvthing. On June

itia marched upon Black Hawk's villags,

s

11§

0
-

sarty had escaped, Geperal

"‘3

Galnes ordered the village burned. Galnes then gavs

ordere that all ths enllisted warriors should appear in

up their hostilities and retire to the west side of the
Tn the months following hieg removal Ilack Hawk sent
messengers to all kindred sand frisndly tribes to win thewm

to nis interest, and he even endesvored, unsuccesslfully

i.._l
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¢
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nhowevsr, to remove the authority of Keokuk or foree him to
make war on the whites. In April of 1832 CGeneral Atkinson
was ordered to bring in tlhe chlef meubers of = band of
Sacs and Foxes who had the vear before massacred some
Jdenominee in rebaliation for the previcus killing of sonme
Sacs and Foxes. 4arrviving at the Les ilcipes river, he found
that Black I=aik had crossed %the Hiesissippl river baek
inte Lllinols Jour days previously writh = band of warriors.
The militia was callied out, and General Atikinson warned
the settlers and collected all ol the regular troops
availabls.

EEanmhila,%Elack Fawl narched up Rocek river seeking
t6 be united with the innebagoes and Icbtawatomios, but

only o small nuaber of these tribesmen answersed ¢ his

0 A 3 : f R ’ B :
call, The rest, indeed, later betrayed him. The filincis

soldiers were now followlng him up the river, bul they

jealousy azmong thelr officers. Bubt one group followed
Biuck Hawk so closely that thres warrliors were scob baek
bearing the white flag of truce; however, Indliasns lurking
in the woods near the gscene caused unessiness and Tour
anong the whites, and in the exeiteuent cne Indlan vias
ghot. The other Indlans ran, snd the excited whites
hastily followed in a discrganized nannsr. Having nursued

for a great distance, they becane vietinms of 2 swilt



attack by Black Hawk and a band of Iierce warriocrs whe
completely routed the white soldiers. This occurred on
May 14, 183212

Black Hawk, encouraged by success snd inspired by
revengeful hatred, now scouted up and dovm the ccuntry from
north to south attacking the western white settlements and
causing such Tear, anxzlety, a2né trouble; he robbed and
murdered, and burned white villisges. The milltia put up a
noble attenpt to retaliate bub were able to capbture only a
few emsll bands of Indians.

Bloek Hawk now united all his {forces and on June 24
planned and attexnpted to carry out an attack on Apple River
Fort. He had, however, not guessed the great number of
whites and was effectively repulsed. The next day he was
defeated by lajor Dement's battallon, but ithe whites paild
2 heavy price in the loss of life. A nmonth later when
attenpting to gain the west side of the Visconsln, Black
Hawk was attacked by a volunteer army comusnded by General
James D. Henry; the Indian band was ecut to pleces, and
nany of the warriors were killed or wounded. ith his re-

maining tribesmen Black Hawk sought to find rest beyond

12Hoage, op. eit., I, 161-2; Skinner, op. cit., p. 8.
Charles D. Brownell makes the polnt that historians
usually ¢all an Indian victory a massacre but dignify
Black Hawk's encounter by calling it a war. The Listory of
the Indian Races of Horth and Scuth jAmerica (Hartford: '
Hurlburt, $. and Company, 18658), p. 483.

19
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the Jissigsippl river. He and hls band cams tc the nouth
of Bad Axe river and were in the 2¢t of crossing when dis-
covered by a steamship, the Warrior, which trained its
canncn on them. The next day, August 8, advaneing scldiers
led by General Atkinscon arrived on the scene, attacksd the
Indlans, and in 2 deadly fight killed a large number;
Torty were made captives and the rest attezpted to escape
by way of the river. Uany of the Indisns vho gained the
other slde were attacked and defeated by a band of Siocux.
Black Hawk and his principsl warrior, Nahpope, were
cunning enough 0 get away and Tled to the Forthland.
However, word was spread, people werse sent in pursult, and
Black Hawk and lNahpope were soon made prisoners by some
Vinnebagoes who had chusen to remaln loyal to the whites.
Black Hawk was sent by the United Etsbes government o
Fortress lionroe, Virginia, where he was kept a prisoner
for a meonth. The governaent then declded on the wiss plan
of sending him on 3 tour of the Hast. He attracted much
attention. ¥Five voars later the govermment sent him on
another Bastern tour, this btime with Chief leokuk. After
bhiis tour he was allowed to retire to Des lloizges viver by
Iovaville, where he died CGotober 3 of the following year.13

This plan of the governmsnt's in sendlins these two /@)

1390age, op. eit., I, 154.

e




great leaders of the Sace and Foxes on 3 tour of the East
proved to be very successful, for the good both of the
whites and of the Indisns. The Indians had been pushed
far to the Vest for sc many years that many of the people
of the Zastern country had never seen an Indlsp warrior,
s0 everywhere these chiefs were presented they proved to
be of great interest and gave the Fastern vhites a new
desire to lesrn nore of the West. OUn the other hand, the
Indians whe had been pushed to the West beyond the thinly
settled frontler had seen but few whites and therefcore
many tlilmes eptertained the idea that if all Indian tribes
would unite, they could run the whites out and repossess
their country. Having little krnowledge of the Tastern
settlenents of the United Htates, they did not realize
that there were literally mlilliecns of whites. Cn this
tour of the Hast Xeokuk and Black Hawk both savw that it
was a hopeless task for the Indlans to atteapt to stand
against the advance of the vhltes. They bore these newly
learned facts to thelr kindred and doubtlessly saved much
spilling of bloocéd.

After the capbure of Black Havk and the annihilation
of hig band, a treaty was nade with the Sac and Fox tribe
on September 21, 1832, at Fort Armetrong. By this treaty
the United Stateg, "partly as indennity for the expense

incurred, and partly to secure the future safety zand tran-



quillity of the Invaded frontier,” was ceded g tract cof
Sac and Fox country "mers thon proporticnsl te the pusbers

3

0of the hestile band wihwo have been 8o congquered and sub-
dued.® The confederated tribes had left tc them in Towa
four hundred scuare milee on the Icwa river. The United
States "in consideration of the zreat oxtent of the fore-
going cesslon” agreed to pay a twenty thousand-dollar
annuity for thirty vears and to make other concesslions,
It was provided, however, that Blsck Iawk, MNahpope, and
others should be hsld as hostages and that the remnant of
Black Hawk's bané should be dispersed among the varlious

bande of the two tribes.l#

In these negetiations Keokulk played so deftly into

e...l-
A

the government's hands that he vas appointed fac chlerfl,
an action that sngered m&ny.lﬁ Perhaps, hocever, 1t was
¥eckuk's action here that led him to be called the "forest
chieftain vhose deportuent is uniformly correct.”lb

(In the noxt thirty years there was consumnated o
series of treaties between the Unlted Statss and the Sac
and Fox tribes, all the treaties teing agreenments eithef

to cede land to the government or to release concessions

14Kappler, op. cit., pp. 349-51.

15po0dge, op. cit., I, 673-4.

16Thomas L. icKenney and James Hall, History of the
Indinn Yribes of lorth Americs (Philadelphia: Rice, futter,
and Company, 13870), 11, 80.




ferserly gracted by the g@vernment>

On September 17, 193¢, s treaty was mude by which the

o]

sce and Fores of Yissourl (res gliding west of Missouri)
relinguished thelr claoim to the lands lyinc between vhat
vas ther the State of Missourl and the Yissouri river,
land granted them =lx years earlier, and received in re-
turn two hundred sectlions lying in southeast Vebraska on
the routh side of the !Hdsscuri and adjeinine the Great
Lemahs river. Ther received also several thousand dollars
and were furnished a faraer, & blacksmith, = schoolaaster,
an interpreter, three houses, agriculteral implenments,
raticns for one year, s ferry boz livestock, 3 mill, and

17 " v .
7 Ten days later the maln body of the

octher commedlitinesg.
face and Pores veleased their rights to the same land 18
fhe following day, by two ssparate treatioce, they ceded
the four hundred gections of land in Towa granted
tlie close of the Elack iawk Var for gwa ten thousand-
dollay annultiee, running for ten years, and other con-
siGerations .1
Cn Cetober 21, 1837, the Commissioner of Indian

fisxwgmﬁmaihzmwmmgmn,Dﬁ.,avm»wwMMﬂﬁw

17 %appler, op. cit., pp. 468-6.

181pig., p. 475.

1%7vid., pop. 474-8.
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chiefs and head-men ¢f the Sac and Fox tribes by whieh the
tribes ceded one and cne-guarter million acres of land
lying west eof IZilssouri to the goverpment. For this land
the United States agreed to esxpend a total of %577,000.Bﬁ
On the same day the Hacs and Foxes of Missouri for $160,000
cedsd thelr rights to all land between the liiasouri and
the Miesissippl rivers and agreed to certain changes in
the treatiss of 1804, 1824, 1825, 1830, and 1836, which
had not been.carri@d out conmpletely by elther the United
States government or the Indlans themselves.“d

On Cctober 11, 184&, the Commissioner of Indian
APTairs concluded a treaty with the Sae and Pox Nation at
thelr agency la the Territory of Zowa, in whiech the tribes
agreed to cede to the United States all of their land west
of the liississippil river. The treaty, howsver, permitted
the tribes to remain on the western part of this land for
a pericd of three yvears after the ratification of the treaty,
and it provided that the tribss should be granted “a suit-
able tract of land for a pemanent and perpestual residence
for them and thelr descendants™ to be located on the

iiissourl river. The government also agresd to pay the

$s

tribes an annulity of 5 per cept on the sun of eight hundred

SOgappler, op. cit., pp. 495-6.
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thousand dollars and to pay debts of the tribes amounting
$0 the sum of L&58,566.34, to furnish on the land de-
scribed gunsmith and blacksmith tools and supplies necessary
for the trives, and te do anything that the Fresident deesned
necessary for the confort, education, and civilization of
the trives.=®

Op Hay 18, 1854, the Jac and Fox band of iiissouri
ceded to the Unlted States cone hundred and fifty of the
two hundred sections of land in southeastern iebraska
granted then eighteen yvears before, for which the United
States agreed to pay the Indians $498,000. It was agreed to
pernit each Indian to select 2 honestead on the lands not
ceded provided the Indian would cultivate and lmprove it,
to yerﬁit the Indiasns %o retain the section of land upon
which their grisﬁ mill was located together with the nill
and its ilmprovements, and to permit the government to adopt
such 2 policy in the management of Indian affalrs as would
"be most beneficlal to then.nsd

On October 1, 1889, Alfred ¥F. Greenwcod, Comnissioner
of Indian Affaire, concluded & treaty at the Sac and Fox
asency in Kansas in which the main'body of the Sac z2nd Fox

Hation agreed to abollish the tenure of land in comuon by




vhich they there held their laris and accent allotmonts in
saveralty to which they zgreed to move. The debts of the
indlans were to be paid out of the sale of thelr lands,
but should the proceedsg of the ssle of surnlus lands he
insufficient for the vayment of the debis or should the
Indizns need aid In ths cultivation and improvenent of the
lande, the Secrstavy of the Ioterior was to sunply the
necessary fuands out of noney due the Indians from fornmer
treaties. Lt wayg ziso agresd that

thie Tresident, vwith the assent of Congress, shall

have full power to wmodify or change any of the

provisions of former treadies with the Szcs and

Foxes of the iississippl in such menner and to

whatever extenl he nmay Judge to be nececsary and

sxpedient for thelr welfare 2nd best Interestis.<*

Az the Baec and Tox Natlon was sonewhat scatbered, it
wag ggreed in thle btreaty that all éivisions should come
tozether as one band and that all who falled to re-unite
viithin one year after the ratification of thes treaty
should thenceforth be barred from the benefits of the
treaty.25 This stipulation seemed to lay the foundation
for the final ronoval treaty of elght years later.

The FToxes, who had been away on a hunt, returnsd
after the treaty was made and werse culte angry about it.

The Tox chiel refused to ratify it and in consecuence

7y Ty 7 ‘3 €y
“Flappler, op. cit., p. 798.
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was deprived of hiz citizenship., He and most of

i

his

Aoyt
o

tribe went back to Iowa, vhere a few of theu had staved

previously, and there purchased an elghty-acre tract on
¥ ) 22 ey

which to live.~?v

On Uareh &, 1861, Daniel Vanderslice, United ©ts

EJ

[&4]

te:

fodian sgent at the Great Jemaha agency, debraska Yerri-

tory, ceuciuvuded a treaty with the bHacs zand Foxes of
dissouri and the Towas in which the Saes and Yoxes agreed

-4 dad

to sell thelr lands on the GUreat Nemaha river muounting
to 33,000 scres and te buy froam the lowas lands on Ho-
hearts ereek. Jervain coucesslions were also made to the
band by the govermment.

It was not until the beginning of the 1860's that the
Sacs and Foxes bagan to aeccept the appurtenances of civie
lization, and even then they were slow to do so. Black
Iiawk before his death had enjoined thsm never to adopt the
habits of the whites, and the sribe hesded him, fearing
acceptaace'sf white customs would bring annihilation as»a
tribe. About the time of the outbreal of the Civil Var,
however, a Tew of the 1,180 Sacs and Foxes of Hisslssippl
in Hansas began tc live in houses and to wear shoes and

hats; by this time they also had becoms topers, and the

“BFrancis #. Leupp, The Indizrn and His Froblenm |
York: C. Scribpner's Sons, 19105, p. wa, tiodgz, op. cit.,
i, 474.
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bad whiskey that they drank caused many deaths.27

By 1864 there was less drinking, but there were also
fewer Indians.“® Not all of the reduction in population,
however, was the result of drink, for a few of the Saecs
and Foxes in Kansas had moved to Iowa to join those who
had returned tc that state and who were there living in
great destitution. By 1866 there were 766 Sacs and Foxes
of Mississippl in Kansas, 230 Sacs and Foxes of Mississippi
in Iowa, and about 80 Sacs and Foxes of Missourl in Ne-
braska,2®

Kansas was rapidly being settled, and the Indians
were beginning to feel they no longer had sufficient
breathing space. Some of them, dissatisfied, rejoined
the Iowa group, who in 1867 were given an Indian agent
and granted part of the Kansas band's annuities.SC Many
of those remaining in Kansas wanted to move into Indisn
Territory, where they felt they could be away from a

civilization they were vet somewhat averse to.

Events followinz the close of the Civil wWar brought

“7Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1862
(Washington: Government Printing Office, 1862), p. 106.

~8Ipid., 1864, p. 338.
29Tpid., 1866, p. 52.

301bid., 1867, p. 347.
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the opportunity many of the Indlans were looking Tor,

After the great conflict when it becans neceszary for ithe
Five Civilized Tribes to rerew or re-astablish their

treaty rights with the United States because of having
violated agreenents not to take up arae against the govern-
ment, these Indians were reguired by the anew treaties to
zive up certain of their lands in the Indian Territory as

& punishment.ﬁl The government proceeded at once to re-
move other bands of Indians into the Indlan Territory.

In line with this procedure on the part of the
governmsnt, on February 18, 18687, Lewis V. Bogy, Commls-
sicner of Indian Affairs; Willlam H. Vatson, special
commissioner; Thomas [furphy, Superintendent of Indian
Affairs for Xansas; and Henryy V. dartic, United States
Indian Agent, concluded a treaty with the Sac and Fox
tribes of ilississippi which contained the following provi-
sions: cession to the United States of all the lands and
improvements contained in their portion of the ressrve
defined in the treaty of 1889; cession of the lané re-
maining unsold in that portion of the reservation provided
by Article 4 of that treaty, Lo be sold for thelr benzfit;
payment to the Indians of one dollar per scre for these

lande (157,000 acres) and payment of the outstanding ine-

31Kappler, op. ¢it., pp. 910-50.



debtedness of the trive oubt of the proceeds of the sale of
these lands, deducting, however, sume to be spent for re-
moval, subsistence, and establlishment of the Indians in
thelr new couniry; a grant to the Sacs and Foxes for thelr
Tuture home of 2 tract of land socuth of the Therckee lands
in the Indian Territory not to exceed 780 sauare niles,
thé new reservation to be selected by a2 group of commais-
sioners appointed by the Secretary of the Interior and
surveyed by the United States zovernment; the fixing of a
recoval datve; the bullding and maintenance by the tribe of
a 8chool and the maintenance of a tribal government; the

paynent by tha govermment of $16,400 to the Sacs and Foxe

w

for cattle stealing, and the investigation of other Indian
claims; and the grant tc Indlians entitled to land under

the treaty of 158569 and whoze selectbions had baern mads and
¥

appreved of title o ths land selected. %he btreaty further

stipulated that the Sacs and Foxes of ilissourli were to be
allowed if they sc desired and agreed to pay certaln suns
of money te unite with the facs and Foxes, and it was de-~
ided also that in order to brins thes tribves together, no
funds should be paid to Sacs and Toxes not residing on the
new reservabtion or in the State of Towa. Liohey due the
Indians ghould be naid them on thelr reservation in Kansas

until their removal, and then at the new agency.9®

d%gappler, op. cit., pp. 051-6.
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In 1869 representatives of the Saes and Toxes jour-
neyed into Indian Territory to select their new hone.
After mature deliberation upon hhelr return to Zansas,
they declded to locate west of the Creeks instead of in
Cherokee country in order to be farther removed from the
ancroaching whites. As their sgent expresssd this thousht,
"they would b2 whers vhite men would not comes for 3 long
time "33

In November of that year the removal of the Sacs and
Toxes was begun. It took forty wagons in all 4o wove
them, twenty-three going on before the nain body with
farm eouipnent, provisions, and other supplies, After
nineteen days the main group arrived at their now reserva-
tion and there set up tents to epend thoe winter. Iliany of
the children had beon left behind to attond school and s
ag not to inenr the hardships of that first winter. Also,

2 great number ¢f the tribe had gone out 1n
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as was their uvsual custom, to hunt; these, however, promised
to jJoin the grour in Indian Territcry by spring. Never-
theless, one band of gome two hundred and ferty Sacs and
Poxes led by liokohoko declined to nove and steadfastly re-

nained in ¥ansag living a nomadic sxistence, desplte being

3Sneport of the Commissioner of Indlan Affailrs, 1869,
pi—_;- 362-50

31



cut off from the tribal snnuities.”®
{The main body of the tribes settled down in the lower

“

part of what is now Payne County 'andé the area immediately
beneath it, that is, in the area between the Cimarron

river and the Horth Pork of the Canadian. (They iiad ceased
their wanderinges and were here to vegin a new phase of their

existence)

S4Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1870,
»h. £69-71.
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Chapter III. The Sacs and Foxes in Indian

Territory Until the Opening of Their

Reservation to Settlement

(Life in the new reservation went on at first much as
in the old.) The majority of the tribesmen continued to
wear blankets rather than white men's clothes and to live
in bark huts rather than in log houses. (They cleared a
little ground and made some improvements on the land but
still did not engage extensively in agricultural pursuita)
There was in the first years of their removal a boundary
dispute with the Creeks, and the Sacs and Foxes did not
feel like working their land until the dispute was settled.l

John Hardy, their Indian agent, made the following
report of them to his chief in August, 1872:

The Sac and Fox at the time of my last report were

in a very unsettled condition occasioned as was

then mentioned by the running of the line between

this and the Creek Nation; the line was run some

seven or eight miles west of the former line, cut-
ting off many of the best improvements of the Sac

and Foxes. It rendered them very unhappy for a

time . . . they selected new lands. . . . Some of

them have put up farm houses. . . . There has been

great improvement among those Indians since last

report, in regard to men imposing heavy burdens
upon their women to carry. They now pack on horses

1Regort of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1871,
PP. 49 .



and use wagons; and the women are more clean and

decent in appearance. . . . Ve have been visited

with an unusual amount of sickness during the

past year and one of every ten Indians has died.

« » « They now number 160 males, 147 females, and

126 children, total 433. . . . In consequence of

a drought, they raised but little last year.2

Despite the invitation in the Treaty of 1867 to all
Sacs and Foxes in residence elsewhere to joln those in
Indian Territory, those of the tribes outside the Terri-
tory continued to remain outside. The remnant in Nebraska
wanted to accept the invitation but could not make arrange-
ments to sell their land. The tribesmen in Iowa, now re-
ceiving annuities, were prospering, increasing their
holdings both in land and livestock, and they wanted to
remain where they were. This group was growing in popula-
tion, while all the other groups, including the Kansas and
Indian Territory groups, whe in 1874 totalled seven hundred,
were on a docline.5 Finally, the band still in Kansas, al-
though reduced to beggary, persisted in thelr refusal to
remove to the new reservation. At one time indeed they
were brought to Indlan Territory but left as soon as they
could.

While their progress was not so rapid as the govern-

ment desired, the moving of the Sac and Fox tribes to the

anoggrt of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1872,
pp-a -l

3Ivid., 1874, pp. 230-2.
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Indian Territory did prove to have some e¢ivilizing effects
upon them, judging from the following report of their
agent, August 31, 1876:

In compliance with instructions from the
Indian Department, I have the honor to submit the
following report of the condition of this agency;
the condition of the Sac and Fox Indians now on
the reservation, numbering 417, may be considered
good, as they have grown excellent crops and culti-
vated probably a larger area than ever before.

They are abundantly supplied with ponies and hogs,
but comparatively few of them have cattle. The
Indians are so entirely subject to and governed by
the time-honored and traditional opinions of educa-
tion and religion that, while they are entirely
tractable to any requirements coming from the
authority of the Indian Bureau, still it is with
great reluctance that they submit to these innova-
tions of civilization and Christianization; and
while the 0ld =nd educated permit these infractions
upon their peculiar dogmas, still they will resist
it to a persecution when coming from those over
whom they have control as has recently been demon-
strated by the tribe in refusing some of the more
enlightened and religiously inclined members of the
(Baptist) Church to build a house of worship; and
to have these principles so instilled, as for the
Indians to take hold of, or adopt them voluntarily,
must come through the educating, enlightening, and
training of the children. The Manual-Labor-School
has been in session regularly with the exception of
a few days, with an average attendance of 29 and
the progress has been commendable. . . . Sabbath
School and meeting for worship have been regularly
kept up during the summer with manifest interest
by the scheool children and empleoyes, h&t few of the
"Blanket” Indians attending regularly.

A major hindrance to the development and civilization,
not only of the 8ac and Fox band in Indian Territory bdbut

4Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1876,
Pp. 74-5.
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to those as well in Nebrasks and Iows, was their large
annuities. Heote ths following report on thig theme by

Willinnm

son, Superintendent of Indlar Affalirs atb

¥>—Kl
k‘l
(\
e
8]
H

Laviranees, Hansas, Septerber £2, 1876, to the Gomrd
of Indisn affalrs:

, The Sac and Yox of the kKississi ipp. {thoss in
tie Indian Perritory), having a lar 1€ 0 nevea

annuity, ave uander 1iittlse nccesslty tc make exer-
tions for thelr &uppcrt ané Toy that roascn are
doilng lesy in Cfaniing and other industries than

ml?ht obthierwise be expected. Thev are thus able
B0 keep up Lo & cousiGerabie extenl the ¢ld Indian
hablts; and those habits in turn keep them under
the influence of superstitious net;om* Uuder
treaty arrangenent an industrisl boarding school
is maintained from the funds of the oribe, and
nearly one-half of thelr children are receiving
iis benefits. 7Jhe influszice of this is very per-
cepbible upon nany of the adult Indlans notwith-
standing the acutralizing effect of the lazge
annuity. 5

o years later Levi VYoodward of the Sac and Fox

3

sgency, which now onbraced the Bses snd Foxes of dissis-
i3 A

sippil in Indian Territory, the hAbsentes-Shavmees, the

@

Hexiecan Iickapoos, aand the Citizen Potbawatomies, re-~
ported the number of Oacs and Foxes persanently residing
on the reservation at 433, most ol vwhom engaged more or
less in agricultural pursuits and stock raising, corn
being the principal cereal nroduct. fle said that their
increased demand for houses and agricultural implenents

and the additional srea of cultivated land brought into

SReport of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1870,
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use indicated a steady advance in civilization. HMany of
the Indians put up hay for the feeding of their stock
during the winter and were beginning to realize the neces-
sity as well as the advantage of a change in their mode of
living.

The report speaks of the portion of the tribe in
Iowa, who had been so far recognized as a separate tribe
as to have been provided with an agent and part of the
Sac and Fox funds, an action of "doubtful propriety,” en-
couraging the refusal to occupy lands set apart for them
in Indian Territory, although they kept up their social
relationships by protracted visits to Indisn Territory
from year to year. The agent thought that the Mokohoko
band in Kansas would, by the favor shown those in Iowa,
come to believe that if they would persist in their re-
fusal to unite with the tribe they would eventually be
recognized as being entitled to a portion of the Sac and
Fox annuity fund and get it set apart for them. And, he

says,

while the tribe desires a liberal policy extended
to all the absentees to induce them to return and
unite with their people, they provided by treaty
that no part of their funds, due or to become due,
should be paid to any bands or parts of bands who
did not permanently reside with the tribe in the
Indian Territory, but are required to go there and
receive their money, as all the money was to be
paid to them at the agency on the reservation and
by thus being required to come to the agency from
time to time to receive their annuity these roving



bands would eventually be induced to rexsln and
unite with the tribe.

The Sacs and Foxes malntained theilr children in
school that year, and many of the pupils who had never
attended school before made progress in learning the
English langusage. All the pupils large enough were
instructed in and regquired to partieipate in all the
domestic industries pertaining to the institution.®

Life continued on the agency as usual, with little
to dlsturd the tranoullity other than the usual difficui-~
ties all agents were compelled to encounter in the adminis-
tration of affairs. By 1881 the Sac 2nd Pox Indians on
the reservation were 440 in number. Many of them had
considerable land under cultivation and were planting
more than at any time since they had removed to Indian
Territory. The agent, however, Telt they voulé do much
nore constructive agricultural work if it were not for
their annuities.

Having a large annuity in money paild thenm seni-
annually, they are not compelled to labor for
support as other tribes. I am fully convinced
that cash anmuities paid any Indian tribe is
detrimental to their best interest, and hus a
tendency to make them indifferent and indolent;
many of them living or endeavoring to live on
their annuity alone, lndependent of any labor if
pesgible. Vtere it not for the cash annuity pald

to the Sac and For tribe, they would socor becoue
good indusiricus farmers and stock raisers.

éneport of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1878,
pp. 68-70.




ile reported that the parents of the children vho attended
sehool Lok great interest in the proszress of their
children and made frequent visits to the school, express-
Ing themselves as well pleused and determined to have
thelr children continue in school. He says also,

-

i have myself and some of the most influential
men of the trive frequenily talked to the Indiams
in regard to their duty teo thelr chlldren in the
matter of educatlion; and I think that nany of
“them are now nope than ever faverably ineclined in
that direction.

The agent the succeeding year reported that the
school had been kept up and that the average athendance
was sbout £3 pupils, He felt that much interest had been
manifested and that the prospects for the succeedins year
were goed. During the sumner of 1882 there was qguite a
bit of illness; beth asong the tribe and among the govern-
ment emgloyes,ﬁ

By 1883 almost all of the Indians, now 437 in number,
had small fields under fence, and a few of them had good
farms, with large herds of ponies and horses, which they
acquired and hoarded 28 nisers do gold. HNearly all of
them had a Tew hoge and dild more extensive planting than

aver baeforea.

7Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1881,

8Tpig., 1882, pp. 86-7.



Many of them have potatoes to sell instsad of
buying, as has usually been the c¢ase with them.
Having nude n very poor winter's hunt last winter,
they seen to have realived the nscessity of raising
somethiing to subsist upon, as thay can ne longer
depend upon the chase.

The agent also reported that the Tndian schoel had been
kept up ten and one-hslf months of the year, with an
average atiendance of "28 6/10 scholars per day."2

Three years later there was & smull decrease in

40

populaticn but 2 relatively great naterial increase. During

the year fiftsen new dwelling houses were constructed, many
nei fences were buillt, and cuite a number of wells were
dug. The Indiang were beginning to turm to a wore profit-
able kind of livestock, for Yhey now had 3,990 cattls and
878 hogs as against only 8670 horses. They had adopted

new laws for the tribe and put them in practieal operation,
had set up courts in which they tried offenders for minor

offenses, andé rendered decisions which met with the acqui-

@

esgence and approval of the majority of the Indians. Chief
Yeokuk, son of 018 Chief Xeokuk and much like him, but
finer and more intellligent, bitterly opposed the adoption
of laws at First but later strengly favored thew and aided
materizlly in thelyr support. Heokuk was a nodel of indus-
try and energy Tor his tribe, for though over seventy

years of age, he cultivated in 3 thoroush manner during the

SReport of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1883,
pp. B4-7.
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summer of 1886 over twenty acres of corn and in anticipa-
tion of a large crop built two corn cribs for its storaga.lg

In 1887 the Sac and Fox Indians on the reservation
numbered 528, for the Mokohoko band was removed from
Kansas that year to the reservation and enrolled prepara-
tory to the payment of annuities. By this time 15 per
cent of the entire group on the reservation had come to
acecept civilized apparel and log-cabin homes, but the rest
continued wholly or partly to be blanket Indians. The
agent recommended the introduction of games and dancing
"to divert their minds from the war dance and other amuse-
ments of the aboriginea.”ll

The report the following year was very hopeful. The
agent said that 10 per cent of the Indians could spesk
English sufficiently to transact ordinary business. The
attendance at school was much larger than ever before, the
average daily attendance being 51, 20 above the previous
year. Besides this number, there were about 50 Indian
children from the agency attending school in the states.l®

Two years later,on the eve of the allotment of lands
to the Sacs and Foxes, Agent Samuel Lee Patrick reported

10Report of the Commissioner of Indiasn Affairs, 1886,
pp - 142- -

1l1pia, 1887, pp. 94-7.
121pida., 1888, pp. 110-13.
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as fellows:

Commendable progress is being made in this tribe

by making improvements on land selected as permanent
homes with a view of taking allotments. There 1s
also a noticeable improvement in the social condi-
tion of this tribe, brought about in a measure by
the adoption of some wholesome laws by the Sac and
Fox National Counecil, such as requiring a lawful
marriage ceremony, prohibiting polygamy, and

other soecial restrictions. Morally this tribe is
perhaps above the average, and petty theft usually
prevalent amcng many other tribes is usually un-
known to them. . . . The Sac and Fox school located
at the agency is supported in part by the tribal
funds, there being set apart annually $5,000 by a
treaty for that purpose. . . . The average daily
attendance for the past year was 40. . . . It is
reasonable to believe that with the progress of
eivilization that the Christian and moral tone of
the Indians of this agency is gradually improving .13

1sko§ort of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1890,
pp. 199 .



Chapter IV. The Opening of the Sac

and Fox Reservation

Early in the second quarter of the nineteenth century
Congress passed an act which made provision for establish-
ing an Indian Torritory.l Shortly thereafter the govern-
ment assigned all the central Indian Territory to the
Creek Nation and later gave them a patent to the sane.

The Creeks were s few years later moved into sbout the
eastern half of their reservation, and the government
divided the western ﬁortion among the Sacs and Foxes, the
Iowas, the Pottawatomies, the Seminoles, and the Kickapoos.

After the exodus of the Creeks, the Sacs and Foxes
moved into their new reservation in the Indian Territory.
This new land was turned over to the Indisms for a perma-
nent home where they would not be molested by the white
men and cduld live their natural lives. It was not long,
however, until the whites began again to encroach on their
territory. In 1889 the unassigned lands were opened to
white settlement,® and presently the eyes of the whites

were cast upon the land of the Saes and Foxes. This same

l4 stat., pp. 411-12.
225 Stat., pp. 757-9.



year a bill was approved providing for the appointment by
the President of = commission knovm 285 the Sherckee Commige
sion, whose duty it was to negotiate with the Chsarokee and
other tribes, including the Sac and Pox, concerning thelr

»

acecepting allotments and opening up their svrplus lands to

g

white settle&eht.s

David H. Jerome, Alfred . Wilson, and ‘qarren G.
Sayre were appointed on the commission to meet with Chiefs
sMahkosahtoe and Moses Keokuk as repressantatives of thse Sac
and Fox tribes. Qn June 1Z, 18%0, an agreenment was reached
between ithe comnaission and the Indisn representatives in
which the Indlans ceded all of their land in Indlan Terri-
tory with the exception of one and one-cuarter secticns
for agency, school, ané school farm use., Tt was, however,
agreed that each Indian should tske an allotment of 160
geres, of which the United States would heold in trust 80
acres for twenty~Live vears and 8G acresg Tor five years for
the sole benefit of the allottee or his heirs. For all
land left, the Unlted Stztes government agreed to pay the
Sac and Yox ILndians $5488,000, of which $300,000 should be
placed in & trust fund in the United States Treasury and
should besar interest at & per cent, the interest to be

paid to tho trive in darch of each year. Flve thousand

%5 gtat., pp. 1005-6.
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dollars should be handed to the Indian agent, and the bal-
ance should be divided among the Indians. Honey due tc a
miror should be psid when he bscame of age.

The cormission also asgreed to send into the Sac 2nd
Fox country a eoapevent corps of zlliotting sgents znd sur-
veyors, Who were to notlfy the chiel of the tribe when
thelr work wase completed. Iach Indlsn then would be free
to choose an allotuent; if ne did not do so, the Indian
agent should choose one for him. It was understood that
after all allotments had been made the residue of the
country should become publie land and, under such restric-

ons as were to be imposed, be subject tc white settle-

(<2
e

ment. TFurthemaore, it wae declded that if an Indizn ha
already improved a piece of land, he should be gilven Iirst
choice of 1t for an alletment.é

The agreement between the United States and the Sac
and Fox Indians was approved by Congress Februsry 13,
1891, The sams act alsee previded Tor the opening of the
lands belonging te the Iowas, whose lands zdjoined those
of the &Hac and Vox Natlon ané with whom the Cherckse Jom-

mission 2lso had btreated.?

The agent reported in 18%1:

L e grae
426 Sbat., pp. 749-53.
2Lt
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At the outset it is very gratifying to state
the radical change being inaugurated in the way of
settled occupations and industrial habits. Among
the tribes who have taken their lands in severalty
the doctrine is growing into an accepted bellef
that the day will soon be at hand when they must
depend upon their own exertions and the products
of the soil for a livelihood. That the disintegrat-
ing effects of contact with the homesteaders about
to settle the reserve will destroy the remnant of
tribal customs and semiocivilized practices, the en-
lightened head men do not doubt. They confront the
fact that they are soon to be placed upon an equal
footing with thg whites, with a fair field and no
further favors.

One hundred thirty-two thousand dollars of thﬁ
$185,000 due them under the agreement was paid to the
Indians in 1891. This was a far larger amount than any
of them had ever had before, and many were at a loss as
to what to do with it. Some squandered part of their
portions, of course, but the majority very sensibly bought
livestock and rarm.inplemnnts.7

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Carson, who worked at the Sac and
Fox agency, witnessed this payment of land money to the
Indians, They say that never before or since has there
been such a crowd or so much excitement at the agency.
There were present, besides Sacs and Foxes, Euchies,
Seminoles, Kickapoos, Pottawatomies, Chippewas, and
Iowas, in addition to the officials from Washington and a

6Report of the Commissioner of Indism Affairs, 1891,
I, 360.

7Ibid., p. 361.
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nuwaber of scldiers. Although gamblers, sharpers, and
whiskey peddlers were there, the government kept remarké
able order.

The agent reported that most of the Sacs and Foxes
haé readily taken to the idea of alloctments. The Kansas
Sacs {in Indian Territory), about one-fourth of the tribe,
strongly objected to the plan, sc they concluded to
select adjacent allotments and continue to dwell_as a
group. The work of sllotment was completed July 15,
18¢1, ten days before the final date fixed by treaty.g
Soms 87,000 acres of land were allotted; 390,000 acres
were restored to the public domain; and BOC scres vere
reservaed for agency and Indian school yurposes.g

Before the date set for the aetual opening,vSeptember
&8, 1891, the Indians were reguired to move off the land
designated for setilemsnt. The ranchers who had been
leasing land from the Indizne had to break up their
ranches and dispose of large numbers of cattle. The
largest and aocst famous of the ranches on the Sac and Fox
ressrvation was the Turkey Track ranch;lC this ranch at

one time had sixty theousand head of cattle. Two Sac and

BReport of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1891,

°Ibid., p. 44.

10reniniscences of John Smith, cowboy.



Fox Indians, John Whistler and Moses Keokuk, each had a
ranch eighteen miles square. A lkir. Hodson slso had a
small ranch where the Indians kept their ponies.ll

The lands of the Iowas, the Sacs and Foxes, the
Pottawatomies, and the Absentee-Shawnees, lying east of
the unassigned or Oklahoms lands which had been opened in
1889, aggregated 868,414 acres. From these lands it was
determined to make additions to the east side of Cleve-
land, Logan, and Oklshoma counties; also, there was added
to Payne County that part of it which lies southeast of
the Cimarron river. The balance of these reservations was
divided into two counties designated by the Presidential
proclamation as Counties "A" and ng 12

By a proclamation issued by President Harrison
September 18, 1891, the date set for the opening of the
several reservations including what is now Lincoln and
Pottawatomie and parts of Payne, Logan, Oklahoma, and

Cleveland counties was 12 o'clock noon, September 22, 1891.

llReminiscences of William Barber, old settler.

1aJoaoph B. Thoburn and Muriel Wright, Oklahoma, A
History of the State and Its People (New York: Lewis
ﬁIsEo%%dET Tub1Ishing Company, Igﬁa), II, 475. In the
first election the people selected names for the two
counties by popular vote. The people of County "B"
voted to call it Pottawatomie, but in County "A" a politi-
cal issue was made of the name. The Republicans selected
the name Lincoln, the Democrats the name Sac and Fox, and
the Populists the name of their presidential nominee,

Weaver. As the Republicans were in the majority, however,
the county was called Lincoln.
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Acecording to the proelamation, the country w2z to bs
B

openad by 3 Trun”; thet is, at a3 zivern siznsl 211 those
seeking claims were to start from the boundary line by any

2

nete of travel the individual night chooss by which to

reach the coveled gool and drive a stake on the clalnm of

0 sooner wag President Herrison's procliamation

L]

issued thop hundreds of poople began to maks plans for
seouring o hoae in the new land and %o ling the borders
of the reservations.l3 These would-be settlers were from
practically every state 1n the Union, from dorth, South,

»,

Zast, and Ysst. They were from the c¢itles and from the
rural sections. They were peonle from every class and
conditlon of 1ife; they wers loborers, mechanies, farmers,
and professionnl men. The sharper, the gambler, and the
advanturer were prasent.

In each opening in Uklshoma in whieh the ron method
was usad, the governuent officials ip charze had to deal
with 2 elass of people knovm sg the Sconors, those wio

ventured in too segor, 2nd the Zaec and Fox opening was 1o

X oevery »recautd

exception., %ha government Loo
wit the Sconers, bubt as this was one of the 1last openings,

the Sooners knewy all the trieks by which to trlick the

Lineniniscences of David Znight, old settler.



government. Many of them slipped in and scouted the
country, choosing the best claims.l4

As the day for opening drew near hundreds of people
were camped on 2ll sides of the Sac and Fox country.
Since the country was a wilderness, there were no roads,
wells, stores, hotels, or cities, and this fact added to
the hardships. V¥hen the day arrived thousands of people
were ready for the run; they were lined up on the borders
of the land of promige, filled with the "Boomer" spirit
typical of Oklahoma.l® There was little disorder; people
generally were friendly, visiting with each other, laugh-
ing, exchanging jokes, and relating experiences. They had
drawn up to the line every conceivable type of conveyance
to use in making the race.

The hour appreached twelve; everything was arranged,
everyone was ready, and everybody was tense, so tense, in
fact, that on 2 couple of fronte there were fist fights
and one or two instances of gun play.l® At exactly noon
the official sign=l, the crack of a gun, was given. The
line was off, everyone striving for the lead. Some were
injured in the confusion at the beginning of the race.

l4peport of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1891,
I, 360-1; reminiscences of Jim Murphy, old settler and

peace officer.
15geniniscences of Mr. Guinn, cowboy and lawyer.

167, A. Penn, "Memoirs," Dally Oklahomsn, April 22,
1909. s <
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The faster ones soon took the lead, and rapidly they
spread out In many directions. "Pell-mell, helter-skel ter”
everyons »cde 2t break-neck speed, attenpting to stake a
c¢laim Tor nimsell, to secure a home for his family.

The morning of the tweniy-second had found the Bac

bag

and Fox ccountyy largsly what it had aluays been, a great
wilderness. Tho siokinz sun in the Vest that day, however,
shed ites light upon a changed scene. The country every-
where was dotted with howme-makers, most of vhom veare wide
awake that evening and on the slert, Jealously gusrding
thelr land lest others slip in to Jeopardize their claims,
With refersnce to the Jumping of c¢laims, the story of
Bill Treshour is typleal. Scon after the run Freshour
noticed s covered wagon had noved in on the north end of
his e¢lainm, ¥reshour b““ln” put up hie tent in the south-

est corner, He imnedlately went over to see the vewconer,

kst
iy

vho inforned Freshour he was zoling to contest the cloim.
Freskhour told hia Ir no uncertain terms to nove and gave
him three hotvs to get started. ¥Freshour went baek to his
tent, waltsed the throe hours, but saw no nove belng made.
He brought his rifls from the tent and carefully tcok
three shobts at the top of the covered wagen, There was
immedliately plenty of agticn, and the wagon was soon

rmoving up the raad.lv

17Reniniscences of Bill Freshour, old settler.
Treshour lster became an effective peace officer,



The second day was a busy one far the settlers, who
pltehed tents, selected bullding sites, and if pessible
plowed & Tew Turrovs to show sligns of establilshaeont.
Ancther very necessary task was to locste the closest
ereek or spring, tfrom which to sesure water. Ab the
cicgs of the day the virgln soll was everywhere broken,

and @ theusand pesceful complfires sent up their blue smoke

o

to the heavens.

There were & few white families who had been traders
or Who were related to trufers who lived in the Indian
country. Twoe of these fanilles, 1iving near bthe Duac and
Fox agency, had lcaded into thelr wsgons the evenling Le-
fore the cpening and driven te the line, where they Juined
the mulititudes seeking homes. At the glven signsl the.
next day they raced back L6 their homes. Iu a contest
over these claims the courts held that these individusls
had complied with the rules snd that thelr cluips were
legal,la

Just as interesting, perhaps, as the struggle for
fare londs was the race Tor hown lots in the two couuty
seat towns. Chapdler und Tecwiseh had been surveyasd snd
platted by governmont offieisals, and the run for loto

created unusual excitensn Theire werc some flive thouvseand

3 .4 2 Y T % L] - b Rl T3 - - )
*QRaminzscences of Leo Lhistler, clé Sae and 'ox
Indian.



people at each site to scrsuble madly for the twenty-four
hundred lots in either town.l?

At 12 o'clock noon Governor Steele rode his horse o
the center of what was to be the City of Tecunseh, and as
a signal to sbart ths run ke waved a white maffier, the
aame which he had used in a fomier opening. There was
muchk actich in the rusgh; twemby-four hundred souls were
sucgessful, while a 1liks number were Gissppcinted. A
similar scene took place in Chandler.~Y oOn this day food
and water were $o gearce that a sandwich was thought a
good meal, and water was Tive cents a glass.®t Two fine
towns were bullt within a day, towns bullt eantlrely of
tents, which, nowever, rapidly gave way t¢ permanent
structures.

In a faw weeks many sSettlers beasted crude shantles
of logs or rough lunber. In three months there had been
built a few very good cne- aud two-rocom frams houses of
finicshed lumber hsuled from Guthrie.t®

Indicative of the life of the settlers 1s that of

g

. Y. Pinkston and three grown sons, Utls, Pards, and

19%0nn, op. cit.

“0rvid.

“: } e 3 > N v » R4 3
“ileminiscences of David night.

“ZRenminiscences of Andrew Bowers, old cettler, whe
built a one-room house which iz still standing.



Russell, who took four clalms near each other, abocut seven
mileg northeast of Stroud. They had to go to Guthrie
sixty-Tive milesn ibrough bthe wilderuesso to buy groceries
and luwber to bulld a house, a trip usually taking 2 week.
Shawnes and Bapulps vere each Torty-Ilive iiles away, bub
the roads were so bad 1t was nearly Lmpossilbls to meks the
trip. Their food consisted mostly of corn znd wild meats,
such as deer, turkoey, and prairie chiciten. Thelr furni-
ture was home-made, the beds veiny asde by driving a pest
in the cliay floor, mruaniog two polss ab right angles from

it $¢ the walls, and theu laying poles across theu,

Frairie grass placed in ticks and lald on the poles con-
pleted the bed.>?

In ths late fzll afiter ths opening there cams a3
prairie fire cut of ths Creek Hatlon and burnzdé the country
over [or wiles arcund. There was ruch excitemsnt in
fighting Tire and bullding buck-Lires. The next morning
the settlers looked cut upon 2 world that was bluck as far
ag the eye could see. izny sulffered severs iosses.%%  For
wany years bhsrsafter the nlcnﬂera had to guard sgainst
prairie fires, especlally f{ran the Creek (lutlion.

fost of the sarly settlers were very uncasy at times

YReminiscences of Psris Pinkston,

£

14

dneminlccencas of Andrev Dowers

5

a
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because of the outlaws, who at certain periods engaged in
train robbing, murdering, horse stealing, whiskey selling,
and raids on Indian or white settlements. Four well-
organized bands of outlaws, beslides the many tough charac-
ters who played lone hands, operated in the Sac and Fox
country at different times. Besides stealing horses,
cattle, or saddles, the outlaws often would try to run
young or timid settlers off their homesteads in order to
file on these claims.®® Billy Burford, who made the run,
says that these people at several times threatened his
life, but he refused to leave. Finally one night, he says,

a traveler came to my house and begged lodging

for the night. I granted him this hospitality and

during the night he made an attempt on my life,

but I had become suspicious of him and was pre-

pared for the attack, and when he slipped into my

room I had him covered with my gun. I permitted

him to leave but let him know what might happen if

he should ever attempt it sgain, which he very

cautiously heeded.26

The settlers soon organized the Anti-Horse Thief
Association for protection and to break up the outlaw
rings.27 A few of the charter members of the A.H.T.A.
were Ward Lykan (president), ¥W. B. Rigney, W. H. Hicks,

Charles Cook, Cal Brown, Dick Barber, Owen Snook, T. B.

29Reminiscences of David Knight.
26peminiscences of Billy Burford, old settler.
27Reminiscences of V. B. Rigney, who made the run at

the age of 18 with his father and was for years a peace
officer.



Rigney, and David Knight.ga

At Tirst there was no organized government except
that of deputy United States marshalls., Biil Tilghman
was appointed the first sheriff; ne was a fine narkeman
and was a great aid to the A.1.7.4.°% Under him for four
years as a Geputy sheriff was Jim iurphy of Fallis, who
on three different oceccasions capbured desperate cutlaws
single‘handeﬁ.gg

About four years before the opeuling of the Sac and

Foz reservabion, the ranchmen had united and placed a rovw

j4a]

of large wooden posts running north and south about
mile apart along the western boundary of the Ureek Hatlom,
which was a mile snd a halfl east of Biroud. The posts
mariked the dangery iine for any outlaw seen on the west
side of it. This unwritten law continued in effect agalinst
all marauders for several years after the homeseekers
gettled in the reservation, for the Creek country at that
tive still was a wilﬁerness,SI |
Despite the post line, a great number of boetleggers,

horse thieves, cattle rustlers, and other outlaws slipped

oy - - _— ' .
£Bpeminiscences of V. H. Hiegks, old settler.
“9peminiscences of W. B. Rigney.
Oneminiscences of Jim Murphy.

Slg. Y. wWalbright, writing in the Stroud (Oklahons)
fessenger, Junuary 18, 1938,



out of the Creek Nation indc the vest to commit thal
crimes, the most cormon of whlch was selling whiskey to
the Indisns.o® iany forays were made by night across
this line. & man with a good saddle horse was always
uneasy lest he awake in the morning to find hils horse gone,
parhaps to find @ viorn-oub "plug” left in its place.
any @ white settler spant days riding in the Creek Hatlon
hunting for his horse. PBut seldom viere the horses re-
coverad, for the thieves were well crganized.35

The post line soonr came to divide two vastly different
regiong. Vest of the line the white men had killed out
most of the game. EBast of the line was still being found
plenty of deer, razorback hogs, wild turkey, guail, znd
prairie chicken. Tt was against the law for white nmen to
hunt in the Creek Hation, but the temptation was too great
for some of the oarly settlers, and many a plece of meat
found its way across the lipe to the tables of the ploneers.

Tnere were Tew farvmers whe had enocugh machinery to
get zlong, B0 many of then had to borrov. FPeople were
agighborly and willing to lend. Times were hard but not
necasssarily sad. There wera young peopls here and there

throughout the country, and they had many resally enjoyable

35Reminisceneas of John Snith.

e . " . . . . .
Sdneminisconces of David Enight. Mr. Znight had this
pxXperiance.



times. ‘There were literary socleties, box suppers, Sunday
School, church socials, and community singing at the old
Stroud sehoolhouse. %

Living in one-roorn houses dld not prevent the settlers
from being hospltable. Occasionally onc family vislting
another was prevented from returning hore at night; when
this happen=d the visitors were heartily walcomed to spend
the night. HNear bedtime the men and boys would slip out-
doors while the ladies =and glrls retired, the last cne
dressed for bed blowing out the light. Then the msn canme
in tobed. The next morning before daylisht the nmen were
out "doing up the chores.” The children received nost
pleasurs from such oceaslons.

The whites and Sacs and Foxes sot along very amiceably,
although at first some of the whites were afraid of the
Indiang, They oulekly came to acecept each other, howevar,
and to look upon each other with considerable intersst.
Henry Lippert, whe lived on the trail from the Indian
villags to the agency, relates with pleasure how near the
day on which the ammuity wasg teo be paid the Indians would
load all thoeir belongings Into wagons, desert their village,
and drivse, one after the other, south to the agency. The
old buclk would sit on the spring seat, while the squaw,

her papoosz, and a pils or two would sit in the wagon box.

3%, ¥. valbright, op. cit., November 15, 1935.
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They would have an extra horse snd a cow or two following
them. Sometimes they would stop at 01d Stroud store to
trade and would turn the pigs loose to eat while they
traded. When ready to go, they called the pigs and
traveled on.9%

Although the Mokohoko band and others sought to evade
the intent of the allotment law, the majority of the Sacs
and Foxes settled down on their lands with the purpose, at
least, of improving their allotments. Like all other
people, however, they differed in habit and inclination;
many of them were lazy, and though they talked much, they
did little. Others were thrifty and industrious, improved
and cultivated their lands, and gave every evidence of
being very worthwhile citizens. Bspecially forward-looking
was the younger generation of Indians, who in school had
worked under the supervision of industrial teachers. On
the whole, said the agent in his report the yesr following
the opening, it is

too soon to really detemmine the practical effect the

allotment laws will have, but it is sufficiently evi-
dent that it will be beneficial to the Indians under
jurisdiction of this agenecy.

Later reports have borne out this prediction.

S * * * *

3SReminiscences of Henry Lippert, old settler.

36peport of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1892,
p. 403.
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%?ha Gae and Fox Indlans at the tlze of their discovery

by the wvhites were fierce aborigives who from time to tis
iacst exterizinated or were externinated by thelr Indisn

neighbors. They esarly formed a diglike for the French ex-
pierers and traders and warred agairst then incessantl j}

(&t first they were disposed to be frierdly toward th
new United States government, but the Treaty of St. Louls
in 1804 and muccessive tresties arcused 2 hatred that
culminated iz the Elack Hawk eonflict of 18325, After thelr
defeat, they were moved from place to place by successive
traaties, buit after sebtling down each tinms, they shortly
would find white settlers clamoring for thelr lands)

ﬁﬁnel last move was into the Indian Territory, uvhere
for a pericd of twendty vears they had comparative peace
and under the guidance of Indisn agents began adepiing

M

o
ol

ivilized wavs. 7This was well, for in 1891 vhen they
found it expedient to take allotments and turn over most

of their old reservation to white sobttlement, they had

{3“’

re 2d a point of clvilization enabling then to glve up
their old mode of living and adopt that of the ﬁhitﬁS)
The aceeptance by the Sacs and Foxes of civilized
life was inevitable. They were nmany tines moved away
from white culbure and Influence, but their white agents
and many of thelr own leaders foresaw the day when there
would be no wilderness lsft to remove to, a day when the

Indisns pust necessarily ascgept the whits mode of life.
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These agents and leaders very wisely educated the tribe
to a level from which in 1891 they began withoult too wuch

difficulty to take 2 plaee beside the white nen.
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