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Ir 1983 T ceme to Ottave County, Cklohoma, from slabana
and, like all new-comers, became interested in the Indlans,
their history, end thelr folklere., It was ny goo€ foriune
to have had an excellent opportunity to learn and absorb
mueh of the uapaw carly history and traeditions from quite
pure sand oviginal sources. XNow that most of the full-bloods
have passed into their "happy hunting grounds® and most of
the younger members of the tribe have intermarried with the
whites and have largely abaundoued thelr tribel customs end
observances, sthe Juapaw Listory 18 worthy of being recorded
and preserved. It is vegretiable that historisas have
failed to recognize this noble tribe and to give then the

place in history they descrve.

L

WMiami, Oklahoma

day 85, 1959
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Introduetion

In order Tor the resder %o gresp & fuller upder=-
standing end syprecistlon of the juepew Iadisn, it will
be necessary to tura back to ‘h@ve&rly hisbory of tiis
tribe.

Eevﬁmte describes the walled cities of thig triﬁa
ian kie journals of 10358 to 1645.% herguette eccompunied

jollet throush the Juapaw territory in Jume, 1673. 2 1a

Selle found tielr villapes iz 1663.° Vetner Gravier, in
1760, ¢id wmissionary work smonsz the guagawa.g pattoll
zives an sceount of these reople in his Jouracls of 1761.%
The swusary of these esrly Journsls describes the
LUBDBYWE @3 baing en ingustrious tribve, éuparior to the
nortiern tribes, better mede, more elvil, more liderul,

and of a gajyer hunmor. They were tlllers of the 5011,

ganufacturers of pottery and lecther goods, znd srect

fFisheraen.

ted

t_j'}
,-h

The uapaws Iiret came Ia contoact with the Un
States Government upon coupletion of the Loulslians Purchage
from Frence in 16032.8

The treaty of 1818 warks the {irst tise thot the

Guapaw Indiang pledged alleglience Lo the Governsent. Is

lwan&bsnk of imericen Indisns, Dulletln 30, Burecu of

ﬂmeri THDO 10£S , 1940.
Ibid.

Newg-llecord, Janusry ZC, 192¢.
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this tresty, whieh wos nede st 8t. Louls, “lssourl, fugust
2&,}1§1ﬁ,? the Juspavs ceded thousands of veres in the
dlseissippd territory, in faet all of thelyr lond sxcepnt
some lead sround ot Jpriogs snd Little Roekr, srkspses.
The Government pronised to pay four thousend dellars in
zoods snd ngrchandise, probsbly suns, horses, snd cattle,
because there was little else that this self-sufficient
people needed szt this time. Ip sddition to tiis, the
Government was Lo zive ¢ taousand dolisrs vorth of cer-
chandise gnaually to them. Assuning there were g thousand
guapawsg at thet time, 1t wouid nuoke the nepligible smount
of one dolilar for eseh Indlan per sunum. This treaty,

1lke 81l treaties, wes not strictiy lived up 10.8

[

Before the lnk was dry oan the trenty, the Unite
Ztates Government vwas resdy Vo negotiste another breaty
with the Cusmpaw Indilens

In 18284 the uopaws signed ¢ second tresty with the
Unlted ltetes Governuent at dHarriagton, ﬁr&ﬁas&s,g aur-
readering §ll of thelr lspd in lrkensos and thelyr nunting
and fishing privileges in Cklahoms and Colorado. ‘The
United States Sovernment psid four hundred dollars to esch
of the Tour nead chiefls znd proniszeld to pay bthe tribe four
thoeusand dollars worth of soods (no specifications). Lach

Guapav, except the four chiefls, recelved only about fou

T¢nerles J. ¥oppler, Indisn Affsirs, Lews und
“Treaties, II, 160~161.
Henminiscences of Chief Victor Griffin, Hani, Okls-

}iumﬁu n
Stappler, op. git., 210-211,
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dallarg for his birthrizot. The Juapevs were 10 be con-

sentreted aud conlined to the district lunsblited by the

Within the next nlae years the Iadiasns rebturned o
their Tormer homes in Arkenssn,i0 wileh wes now oceupled
by the whites. This gave the Governcent much concern snd
caused it o offer, and to force the Luapevs 1o seccent,
the barres nad apparently vorthless tract of one huandred

-

firty sections of land 1n thelr present resem Nuion.

lgleminiseances of Cuisel Criffin.



Ghapter I
it S M,

Ireutien Sicned between the united States

aad the quepew Iodlsns since 18G5

e

The treety mode at Gascony, Arkanscs,d Yay 13, 1835,
snows evidence of the uapews! troubles whille livinz with
the Cafdoes on the Fed Liver.

e to the freguent floods, ceused by the rafis on
Led River, oa the troet of land glven then by the Uadloes,
the Cuapaws' crops were destroyed year after yesr. Hearly
one~guarter of their people died, and the Caddoes refused
to ineorporste them end receive then as & constituent of
their tribe. Conseguentiy, tuey hed oo alternative except
to return to their old residence in Jrkensac., This vas an
unpleassat situation, also, because thelr 1lvtle improve~
ments there had been teken over Dy the setilers of the
aouaty .

Heslizing the grest wroug btiaat asd been done the
suapew Indians, the United Stetes Govermment undertook at
least pertially to meke amends.

Adct I of the tresty made st Goscony provided thot the
guapaws rellnoulsh and eonvey all lends ziven then by the
Saddo Indiens on the Bayou iresche of Iisd Iiver Lo the
United States.

3

In 4ot IT the Unlted States agresd o convey to the

-
i~

cuepew Indiens one nundred 17ty sections ol land west of

lxeppler, op. git., 355-396.

e



whe stote lipe of Hlssouri asnd belween the Laols of the

ued o sny otluer

8. In axrder 1o provide pevmsnently for

their aotlon,

«

the Unlted Otates apresd tu convey the lond
2y patent to thweo snd thelr descendants oz loag sg they
gxisted ss o nation or contiaued to reside theresn., It
vag eles asreed o protect then in thelr anew residence
agaiant a1l iasterruption end Jlsturbazes Lrom sny sther
ihe oy aetion of Iodiang or Zersond.

et ITI the Usited Stetes yrocluined its poliey
to treat the Lndlans feirly sad Lo prorote thelr civillza-
tion zod prosperity. Due to the lupoverished condition of
the guapsws, 1t wes slso sgreed Yo nmove then vitoaout ex-
wense to thelr new homes, to supply then with & year's
provigions, and to furnish them with ecattle, zoge, shesp,
oxen, plows, axes, hosp, ox-carts, wagons, corn aills,
tools, blaorets, rifles, chotpuane, powder, and lend. In

addition, the Unlitsd States sgreed to provide o ferwr to

reside vith them to ¢ld and fsstruct them in thelr ogri-

culturzl sursults and 2 blscksaith to do ths necessary

work. £180, 1t wes upreed to approgriste one thousand
éoilars per yesr o educstioncl purgoces, the sumount to

we expended under ithe direction of the Fresident of the
Unlted States sad for o long ss the Iresident deemed
NeCcesSnury.

In fet IV the Unlted States agreed to pay the cresent

epnuities, perpetual snd limited, to itne smount of 4,150,

L%



provided they could be paid in full. It was slso zgreed
to expend one thousand dollars in hiring sultsble laborers
to bulld and e£id in erecting comfortable cebins and houses
to live in and to pay the Indlans two thousend dollars for
twenty years from the ratificetion of this treaty, sad
fifty dollars extre per year to ssch of thelr four prin-
cipel chiefs.

The treaty further stipulated thaet all stock and
articles furnished by the Coverament would be under the
care and direction of the agent end farmer to prevent its
being scuandered, sold, or slein by Indians until
natural increase of the stock warranted.

It was slso agreed to smploy an interpreter to
gecgompeny them on their removal andé to continue with them.

This tready vas carried out by the Indlans secording
to the followlng report:

. « o After the treaty of 1833 at Gascony,
Arkanses Territory, the Quapaws moved to ihe
Guepew Heservatidn 1n 1834. Through en error
they settled on the Senece Reservation snd re-
maineé there for four years,‘but they moved on
thelr own reservatlon in 1854,

The Neosho Sub-Ageney<c was established nesy
seneca, lilssourl for the purpose of carryiang oub
thie trecty and tor the best iuterest of the ua-

paws. &A. Callowsy was placed 1n charge. The name
of the agency was lster chenged Bo guepay Lgenoy .o

£5se illustratiocn 1.

V”houurn snd wLright, Oklabowe, Stete and Feopie, I,
157. ‘'The uepew agency wes ectablished rebruary I, 18¥%1,
with Ceorge iiichel as speeial agent. The agents from 13871
to the present were Hi., V. Joues, J. il. Haworti, A. ©. Eish,
3. Be Uysy, We fHe ROUbL, W. 3. Riddpstu, J. V. wmers,

d. ioare, G. $. Doene, E. Gouldberg, E. A, Allen, E. B.

Duraut, i. Vowns, I. C. Deaver, C. ¥. Layer, ©. ¥. Chandler,
Jd. L. Suifiecool, and H. i. Audrews. '




It is debated whether this treaty was carried out
literally or not, but it is reasonable to suppose that a
thousand dollars for lasbor to build homes for so many
Indians could not have afforded very comfortable homes.
This would not have been more than five or ten dollers
for the dwelling of each family.

The following quotations shed some light on the kind
of homes that were provided for the (uapaws by the Covern-

ment.

The Quapaw homes ranged from teepees, log
houses, and some box houses. The teepees were
made of cloth and were rather crude.4

Chief Griffin makes the following statement:

Frenk Valliere, who is eighty-four years old,
and the oldest member of our tribe, says the
Government didn't provide the Quapaws with com-
fortable homes. The first houses were shacks
covered with bark, and the Quapaws built them by
townwork, which is similar to the whites' raising
bees.

From the Government report of 1872 comes & letter:

Quapew Agency
Sept. 1, 1872

The quapaws have two hundred forty people on the
reservation. They are least developed of any tribe
in our egency. The greater portion still live on
the river. I hsve been trying to get them to bulld
homes on the prairie because they are sick s lot
due to living along the streams. They are getting
payments from lend sold to the Peorias. Their im-
poverished conditions have always been an excuse
but it can be no longer in view of these payments.

Hirem W. Jones,
U. S. Agent.®

4zeminiscences of E. L. Wright, Baxter Springs, Kansas.

Speminiscences of Chief Griffin.

Ssnnual Report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
1872, 243-246. G v b e



The breaty wede at Conp Holmes, fuvpust 24, 18365,7
weeg made for the nurnose of sersetusting pesce snd friend-~

shilp srwong the United Jtantes, the Consnches, the vienitas,

the Senecas, end the Guapsws., A1l of there notiong or
tribes vere signers of the treaty.

The treety provided thet 211 injury end hostilityr

existing between one or either of the setirg narties should

ve forgiven and Torpgotten and for free pessege tLiroush the

ITadlsn country and through sny province of ihe Zepublic of

The United States pronised indemnity for sny horses

ad

£

or stolen property thet could not be recovered, nrovi

it eould be wnroved that a citizen of the United

&
o

states had

L

stolen the property.

The treabty further provided that all nstions and
tribes heve free permission to hunt in the great ?rovince
west of the cross timber of the western limits of the
United Stetes and thot the sssoclate nstions agree to pay

fuil value for cpy donmages thelr peonle 5 40 to the

citizens of the United States placed ia thelr settlerent
or huntineg grounds Tor the purnose of trading with them
and to treszt wiith kisndpess 21l wvielting tribez. In event
of any dlfficuliy arising between tribes, the United
Stetes reserved bthe right to settlie all disputes ag it

deemned necessary.

“Zappler, op. elt., 762-783.



The assoclote notlons sgresd thet their entering
this treaty would not laterfere with thelr friendly rela-
tions with the Tepubllc of Mexico, snd it was distinstly
understood that the United States Jeslred nezce bebwoen
the ogaocinte natlons ond the IDlepublic,

Tre tresty of September 1%, 1665, ot Fort Smith {(un-
ratified)® vas & mere ngreemeant between the cuapavs end
other tribes and the Tnlted Ltetes Covernnent: it wweo never
na significance.

The United States Govermment node trestles with the
various tribes oe ¢ result of the Givil Var. The treaty

v

with the “uapaws was written et Veshincton, D.O., February

83, 1867, retitied June 18, 1868, end proclsinel October
14, 1868.% In 1t the Suspews ceded to the United Stetes

that portion of their lend 1ying in the tate of Fanses, a

strin of isnd on the north line of their reservation about
one~half mile in width, end coptaining about twelve sec-

tions in all, execenting therefrom one-hall secction to be

patented to Sasmuel G. Valller. Also excented was the
further tract within thelir present reserve bounded asn
P0llows

Zaginning at a point in the Feosho Diver where the
South Line of the juensw Hesserve atriheu that
strean, tlence enst three milesa, thence north to
the Fansas boundery line, thence, west on ssid
line to the Neosho Hiver, thence down sgid river
to the plaee of beglinning and the United States
will pay the Jucpows for ihe half aile strip lyins

Eivid., 435-436.
gibi\.lw 3 HOD"leo



in Kensas et the rate of one dollar and twenty-five
cents per amcre, vhenever the erea of the same shall
be ascertained; and for the other trauct described
in this article at a dollar end fifteen cents per
acre whenever seld survey shall be aacertalned,

The cost of the lurvey shall be paid by the tribe.
Money shall be peld at the proper land office with-
in one year from date of entry and settlement.lO

Provisions relating to the Juapaws ia this tresty sre as
follows:

Art., Ik. ©OFf the emount to be pald to the
puapaws in Artiecle 10, $5,000.00 shall be paid un-
on ratification of this tresty to assict them in
re~establishing themselves at thelr home upon their
remeining reservation and the bslance of said smount
shall be invested as & permonent fund at 5% interest
paysble per caplita, seml-annually.

Art. X. If the Osage ldission School should be
plosed so that the school fund of the juspaws capi~
not be used for them to adventage &t that institu-
tion, the saild fund of the Quepaws ghell remain in
the Treasury of the United States, to be used to ad-
vantage in esteblishing a school upon thelr reserva-
tion at some future tine.

Art, XI. The amount now dwe gnd unpsaid for a

farmer under provisions Artiele III of Treety iy 13,

1833, may be used by Chief Council for the purchase

of provislong, farming implements, seed and other-

wige for the purpose of assisting the people In Agri-

culture and the amount paid for farmer shall here-

efter be set apart for the purchése of assistance and

improvement in Agriculture.ll

The United States agreed that becsuse the Seneces,
mixed Senecas, Shawnees, and yuspews hed been driven from
their homes during the war and thelr property destroyed, s
commission of not to exceed two men should be appointed by
the Secretary of the Interior to proceed to this country,

make careful investigation of c¢laims for losses, and meke

l@Ibi&., 960~961. 3ee 1llustration 1, map shoving
the present . uapaw reservation.
1lvig., 961.
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a report to the Department. The Secretary of the Interior

would submit the report to Congress.

Bo doubt the recognition of damsges done to the Jua-

paws during the Civil Har by mersuders snd border skir-

nishers was at least in part due to the juspaws' siding

with the Herth during the Clivil War.

This was the last treaty made between the Quapaws and

the Unlted States Government.

e,

Of the Civil Wwer Chief Griffin says:
The GQuapaws are one of the few tribes o7 Indisns in
the United States that never took up arms against
their country. Durlng the Civll ¥War many of our
people were forced to leave thelr homes snd take
refuze in the Usape Country. The United States
Government fed snd cloihed our wonen-folk and took
zood care of them during the Wer.

Ora Hampton silntes:

The Quapaws took sides with the nmorth during the
Civil ¥ar; the government had sn erny post at Hunt
Hill this side of Bexter Springs near the present
site of Bunny Side dehool. After the Civil VWar some
of the Quepaws submitted demage claims to the United
States Govermment for the destruetion and celzure of
their cattle and ponies. JSome of the claims were as
muech as four thousand dollars; some were paid in
full, some were partielly paid, and some remsln un-~
paid yet.d3

18reniniseences of Chief Griffin.
13Reminiscences of Ora Hampton, iami.



2. This is the first building used by the
Quapaw agency in Indian Territory, near Seneca,
Missouri. It was bullt in 1854 and was used un-
til 1871.

The picture is from a painting by Mrs. Ina
Lemon and was given by Dr. kitchell Gregg of
Joplin, Missouri. Hls people were connected with
the Indian service at one time, and they lived in
this building.

13



3. This is the old Indien jail built on the
Quapew reservation near Seneca, Missouri, in 1850.

An interesting story concerning this jail is
that told by W. C. Barnard, M.D., of Seneca,
Missouri. A men named Hicks once cut some hay for
his horses near the (uapaw agency. He thought
nothing of it because grass was everywhere, but
United States Marshall Melton arrested Hicks and
put him in this jail, which was rarely used except
for the storing of tools. The prisoner asked the
marshall what would be the penalty, and Melton
said probably twenty-five years in Federal peni-
tentiary. The marshall lay down across the door
of the jall and went to sleep. While he slept,
Hicks took & pick that was stored in the Jjail and
nailed it to the floor through Melton's chest.

Hicks left the jail, harnessed up his horses,
drove away, and was never apprehended.

14



Chapter II
Allotment snd Leases of the guapsw Land

and Economic Advancement

From 1833 to 1895 the Quapaw Indiens owned all their
lend in tribal or communistic form.

The General Allotment Act was approved by Congress
February, 1887, becoming known as the Dawes Act. It provid-
ed for allotment in severalty to the Indians (Art. 1118).1
This marked the beginning of the end of the tribal land-
holdings. '

When the Jyuspaws settled on their reservation, it had
not been surveyed or sectionized. The first survey was
mede in 1874 for the purpose of sectionizing the reserva-
tion and settling the boundaries between the Quapaws and
the other tribes.®? In faect, it wes the first survey to
be made in the Indian Territory.

From the field notes of the original survey in the
Indian Territory comes the statement, "Survey began
September 8, 1874 and December 19, 1874."5 The oath taken
by the surveyors was as follows:

We do solemnly swear we will perform our duties
according to the laws of the United 3tates, the

manual of surveying instructions, Eiven to us, to
the best of our skill and ability.

liawrence Mills, Oklahoma Indian Land Laws, par. 118.

2yictor E. Harlow, Oklahoma, 1ts Origin end Develop-
ment, _255.

"8Field notes, Quapaw agency, Miemi, Oklahoms, 20.

4rield notes, 20.



Many of the old settlers can give first-hand informa-
tion in this regard. Mr. E. L. Wright of Baxter Springs,
Kansas, who came to Baxter Springs from Texas in the early
sixties, stated that the reservation was not sectionized
until the early seventies. "The survey," he said, "was
begun at the Wright rench on the Xansas line and extended
south to the Neosho River."d

Another resident of Baxter Springs, Miss Florence
Wade, related that after the Civil War all but ten families
of the Juapaws were in the Osage country. These ten
families sent for her mother, who was of the Stockbridge
Tribe, to join the Juapaws in order to hold the reserva-
tion, inasmuch as the whites hed started & homestead move-
ment on the reservation. However, the Government stopped
this movement and ordered the Juapaws back from the Osage
country (1694-1896) when the allotments were made.S

Mr. Ollie Mason, prominent attorney of Miami, Okla-
homa, stated that the Quepaws worked out an allotment
scheme among themselves, providing for two hundred acres
of homestesd for each member of the tribe and that to this
day t;ere has been no confusion or question as to how they

shared in this land.”

5Reminiao¢naas of E. L. Wright.

aniniseennes of Florence Yiade.

7Reminiscences of Ollie Meson. The following letter
from J.D.C. Adkins to Senator E. M. Cockrell shows what
the Government did in the allotment for severalty. "I
hereby state the President authorizes the allotments of
land to be made on the . . . Reservations . . . attached
to the Quapaw Agency. The allotment will be made as soon

as the speciel agent is appointed. . . ." Baxter Springs
(Kansas) News, December 3, 1887.

16



After a long season of "growing pains," the following

report was made, verifying the allotments in severslty:

Quapaw Agency
August 27, 1894

Department of Interior,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sirs:

The Quapaws now hold their lend in fee simple.
They held all land in tribal form until March 23,
1893, when they met and worked out an allotment of
200 eacres esch. The Quapaws who have been with the
Osages have returned to their allotments and are
improving the same. They have a certificate calling
for 200 acres each.

George 5. Doan,
Indien Agent.8

At the time of the allotment the land was restricted
for twenty-five years. Such restriction applied to the
heirs as well as the sllottees. March 3, 1921, was the
time of expiration of the rastriction; An act of Congress
extended this restriction for a further period of twenty-
five years, or until March 5,-1946.9

The persons sent to Washington, D.C., to get this
second restriction were Benjamin Quapaw, John Beaver,
Frank Velliere, and Victor Griffin.10

Restrictions were removed on all property except a
forty-acre homestead by Act of Congress, March 3, 1909,
if the Indian could make the proof that it was to his best

8 1 Report, 1894, 136-137.
o s i e

lonnminiacenaos d
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interest.tl
Mr. #. A. fndrews, egent, says that the uspsws cre
not restricted in the sense we think of their being.

Any Indlsn cen take hls nonthly sllowance or
eny money he may earn on hils owa power, and this
property becomes uarestricted property and msy be
disposed of as he sees proper. Incoue from their
allotuent or restricted property is restricted by
the Government.

Mr. 0llie llnson gave his views and experiences s to
descent snd partition as follows:

By Act of Congress the Xansas law of descent
ang peartition was extended over this territory.
The law, in substance, mesns that those who have
interest in property of & deceased person can nave
the property divided. When some of the restricted
Indisns, some white wmen, John Cheyne, Doetor iig-
Rillisms, 2. C. Mullerton, myself, and others,
bought gome property from the deceased helrs, the
covernment sued for cancellation of deeds becsause
the land wap restricted. The OGupreme Court held
tihe land woae restricted. It was finally adjusted
by siving the lapdé beek to the Indisns,to

The shallow snd poorly productive land thebt the

Federal Gouveriment nad glven the uspaw

attenpt to repay them for thelr cessions or lurse and

fertiie aregs of land tast they had wade to ths Uunited
States Govermment pfavad very fortunate and profitasvle for
the LYUBpaws.

At the time of tne quapevw settlins upon this reserva-
tlon the more productive znd desirable lands had been

secured by the more influential tribes.

14431s, op. oit., %95-39¢; Kappler, op. cit., III,
es¥. |,

Iiheniniscences of 4. A. Andrews, present Quapaw
agent, .ilaai.

i3Reminiscences of 01llle Uason.
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According to the iflami Wews~Record, the first im-
portant ore strike wag made in 1905 on ¥elix Pardenne's
aud while drilling for water. The story goes that the
driller went off to Basuter Springe and spread the news. A
bystander, hearing of 1it, slipped away and went to Dardenne,
leased a1l of his land and all of the land surrounding kim,

and brought & vast fortune for the quick-thinking individ-

4 big strike was also reported in 1905 at Comunerce,
Oklahoma, by J. . Hobiason, Al Coleman, George Colenan,
and Charles Harvey.l4

In 1912 the Picher field was first developed; it has
produced more then nineteen million dollars worth of ore.
The strike was mede by 2. C. ¥Pullerton &nd V. V. Dobscon in
the vicinity of Ficher.ld

& elipping Trom the Baxter Springs paper tells of
suceess:

~ -

L. Y. Abrams south of Paxter makes blg ore
strike in Indian Territory. iMr. Abraas is of the
Stockbridge Tribe, but he 1s always looking after
the interest of the Quapaws.

A8 & result of the mining industry, small towns

sprang up on the reservation, namely, Douthat, Century,

Hockerviile, end Lincolnville. These towns are now ghost

tovns, as the inhabitants hsve moved to the nearby larger

o &
T

tovns of Picker, Wiami, and Jeoplin, Missouri.

Co

The (uapaws who were fortunate enough to have ore on

M’%-;—-»‘ﬁami Hews-Record, Jjanuary 25, 1925.
18TpId.
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their allotments found themselves rich, while some of their
less fortunate neighbors suffered disappointment.
In the beginning the Quapaw Indians were not restricted
in making leases for agricultural and mineral purposes. The
following quotation verifies this statement:

Acts of Fifty-fifth Congress
First Session 1897.

The Allottees of land within the Quapaw Agency,
Indian Territory, are authorized to lease their land
or any part, for a term of three years for grazing
or farming, or ten years for mining or business
purposes. Said Allottees and their lessees and
tenants shall have a right to employ assistants,
laborers and help from time to time as they deem
necessary. FProvided: that such allottee, by reason
of age or disability cannot improve or manage his
allotment properly and with benefits of himself, the
same may be leased at the discretion of the Secre- .
tary.15

Testimonials from prominent citizens also verify the
unrestricted leasses. Mr. E. L. Wright said:

We leased several hundred acres of land from
the Quapaws in the early sixties for grazing and
corralling our cattle on the reservation. The chiefl
was a man of his word and was exceptionally nice to
deal with.l7

Mr. Henry Estes offered the following information:

My father leased several hundred acres from the
the Quapaws for grazing and farming purposes in the
early seventies. First he leased land from the chief
and later on after the allotments he leased land from
the individual members of the tribe. There was no
governmental interference, and the Quapaws always
kept their word.l8

Mr. Ollie Mason said:

The velldity of leases hed to be settled sooner

16geppler, op. cit., I, 619.
17geminiscences of E. L. Wright, Baxter Springs, Kansas.
18Reminiscences of Henry Estes, Miami.



or later. &ince the Quapaws had a right to lease
for ten years without the Indian Department's 0.XK.,
the Indians gave continuous leases to the whites.
They were called "overlapping leases."™ The Supreme
Court held that new leases could not be made until
the expiration of the old leases. This question
occurred between 1900 and 1605; some of the cases
that were settled in court were those of the
Buffaloes, the Goodwins, and the Buffalo Calfs.l®

The removal of restriction by Congress on prospecting
for minerals resulted in & gigantic mining enterprise
starting in 1897 in the Quapaw Reserve Indisn Territory.
The Quapaw Milling Company was organized with capital stoek
of five hundred thousand dollars. This company leased nine
thousand acres of land from the Quapsws.20 The Quapaws
received 10 per cent royalty from the mines but in meny
instances their surface rights were ignored.

Schools, churches, residences, and complete towns
sprang up on the surface land where these minerals were
mined.

Investigators of the Department of the Interior began
investigations as to who was paying rent and who was not.
In one instance the Government's move in Federal court in
Tulsa, Oklahoma, to force George B. Cox to pay twelve
hundred dollars rent or turn his machine shop over to Harry
Crawfish, Quapaw Indian owner of the land, resulted in the
Government's losing the suit in taking over the shop, but
it obtained an order requiring Cox to pay back rent and

either vacate the land or make a lease.

19peminiscences of 0Ollie Mason.
20Baxter Springs (Kansas) News, June 17, 1897.
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While most of the mining leases included business
lease rights, in the early days the Indians were not re-
stricted. They signed leases right end left without con-
cern as to content. There originally was & business lease
on the property which Mr. Cox occupied with his machine
shop, but the party who got the lease in about 1915 neglected
to transfer it, so the Government claimed that Cox had tres-
passed.

In 1618 Congress passed a law restricting the Indians.
All leases thereafter were required to go through the
hands of the Department of the Interior. From 1914 to 1918
there was big production in the mining area. Promoters
rushed in, bought corner-lot leases in Picher, Oklahoma,
and sold them for as high as ten thousand dollars with
little regard given to transfers. The agency at Miami made
a survey of the area and collected sixty thousand dollars
rent for the Indians.®l

Before the discovery of lead and zinc the average in-
come of the Quapaws was about two hundred dollars per year
for each family. This income was derived from tribel funds
held as a result of selling part of their land and for hay
leases.22

Records are not available showing the amounts received
from lead end zinc mining on the Quapaw reservation prior

to the fiscal year 1924, The figures from 1924 through

2lryl sa World, Jenuary 29, 1939.

eminiscences of Chief Griffin.



1938, however, are as follows:

Fiscal Year Royalty
1924 $ 901,405.70
1925 1,351,720.63
1926 1,679,865.75
1927 1,307,114.54
1928 894,820.30
1929 848,219.49
19830 : 587,255.08
1931 262,438.47
1932 83,466.72
1933 120,124.00
1934 245 ,842.23
1935 206,485.87
1936 360,727 .69
1937 568,299.94
1938 488 .515.6923

The Indians now receive a royalty of ten per
cent.

Prior to the Act of March 3, 1929 (41 Stat. 1248),
the lead and zinc leases of the Quapaw Indians were
not administered by this Office and the rates of
royalty inecluded in the 1eas§s varied but generally
were less than ten per cent.

Many of the large fortunes were accumulated during the
World War while lead and zinc were at high prices, but
records were not aveilable for these incomes.Z25

Despite the lead and zinc mining, however, the Quapaws
are not a rich tribe. About 60 of the 565 members are
financially comfortable. The rest of them farm land in

Ottowa County2® that is not good for farming.27

230rfice of Indian Affairs, Library 1302-39. Courtesy
¥ill gogers, Congressman at Large.
4Tvid.
erview with H. A. Andrews.
3‘803 illustration 1, map of Ottowa County.

27pe Soto speaks of 5 000 Quapaws in 1540; Father Vivier

speaks of 1600 in 1750; Porter gives 500 in 1829 and 476 in

1843; Quapaws on Osage rescrvation were 120 in 1885; Quapaws
on Quapaw reservation were 54 in 1885, 198 in 1890, and 305

in 1909. Hand Book of Americen Indians, Bulletin No. 30.
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Additional corroborative information is contained in
news items of the Joplin Globe2®® and the Miemi News-
Record .29

The Quapaws, as & result of thelr newly acquired
wealth, were challenged by the Department of the Interior
to pay income tax. After much litigetion by the Kenoyers,
Cardins, Statens, Beavers, Buffalo Celfs and others, the
Supreme Court finally ruled that the Quapaws were wards of
the United States Government end were not subject to taxes.30

The Quapaw funds are controlled by the United Stata§
Government, and the members are given a monthly allowance.
The Secretary of the Interior and the Department of Indien
Affairs have complete control over the income of the Quapaw

people. 31

ZBvThe Quapaw Agency controls about 50,000 acres (may
not ell be Quapaw lend) leased for royalty and one-half of
the mines in country are on this leased land. The first
discovery was in Lincolnville in 1902, For meny years the
Indian office has taken care of the mining leases. Annual
royalty paid Indiens is more than §1,000,000 annuelly.”

Joplin Globe, January 10, 1925.
e Quapaws were a nomadic tribe and were placed on

present Reservation, 1837. The land was valued at 10 cents
per acre. Under the Treaty by which they were given the
Reservation under the Government, it was agreed to move the
Quapews to their new home and furnish them livestock and
farm implements. The land produced little, but hay. White
men leased it paying them a pittance. The Town of Quapaw
sprang up and became the greatest hay market in the world
for a time. In 1905 zinc was found on Felix Dardine‘'s
land. The lead and zinc holdings of the Quapaws bring more
than $1,500,000 annually to 65 restricted members of the
tribe, but marriages and inheritance have served to distri-
bute the money generally among the other tribes. Anna Beaver
Bear Hallam, restricted owner of Anna Beaver Mine, gets . . .
$50,000 per month. Four years ago she was almost penniless.”
Miemi News-Record, March 5, 1929.
miniscences of H. A. Andrews.
SlReminiscences of H. A. Andrews.




Some of the Quapews, since acquiring wealth, have built
and bought some of the finest homes in the entire Southwest.
These homes are furnished luxuriously, and the Indians en-

joy every modern comfort and luxury that money can buy.33

32ge¢e 1llustrations 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10.

25



4. The home of Mr. and Mrs. Ora Hampton
at Devil's Promenade.

5. The home of Alex Beaver, the finest
farm home in Ottowa County.

<6



6. The home of Mrs. Annie Beaver Hallam,
Miami, Oklahoma.

7. The ten-thousand-dollar stables at the
home of Mrs. Annie Beaver Hallem,
known as Lake Academy.

27



8. The home of Reed Wilson, formerly the
home of Chief John Beaver.
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9. The twenty-thousand-dollar home of Irvin
Wilson, a member of the Indian counecil.

10. The home of Henry Hoffmen, a white man
whose wife is a Quapaw. Mr. Hoffman is
a member of the Quapaw Council.



Chizpter II1

oehools and Missionary YWork amons

the Quavaws since 1833

The notive Quapaw Indians, in common with other ¥orth
fmerican tribes, were fros tise imumeworial worshippers of
the "Great Bpirit" and had tribal cerenonies, historice
dances and legendary customs which were handed down Tronm
thely ancsators by word of nmoutkh from father to con.
"jah~kon-tah” is the Juapaw name Tor Ged.

The 3t recorded scheol or alssionary work azmong the
fmapaws was done by the Methodist Zpiscopal Church. The
following letter is offered zs evidence:

Buspaw HUisslon
Septenber 18, 1842

Dear 5

N

w.

Having obtainred permission and recelived en-
couragement from you to proceed with our Missionary
Operations, I take the liberty to report to yeu the
3tate of the Indian 3echool under my gare in the
Guepew Yatliou.

Thie School opened on the 27th of Hareb last
nine scliclars which soon increased to sizteen, and
subsequently twenty-three. The average number of
scholers in coastant attendance, from the conmence-
ment of school until the present time, 1s about
sixteen., The children all begin with the alnhebet,
having {as some of the oldest boys informed me):
never bhefore seen a book. They eould nelther speak
nor understand & word in the fZnglish lensuage. They
gan now sSpell in one, two and three syllsables, and
un&e“ﬂtand many things in common con versatien and
ars learning to speak the Eaglish language much
faster than wes anticipsted. The &GhoGl is conducted
on the manual labor plan. The children boasrd at the

Yission and are supported by the Hissicnary Zoeclety
cf the Methodist bpi@ropal Churech and individual
deonations.




We hope to have means in a few months that will
enable us to make additional improvements and to
board, clothe, and instruct at least twenty or
thirty children.

Very respectfully, &c.

8. G. Pattersonl
GOIc B- Ro Bﬂ.rker, S‘-‘b"m’ntu

The following report made by N. Sayre Harris, Secretary
and General Agent of the Protestant Episcopal Church, April
16, 1844, further substantiates the record of the Episcopal
missionary work.

After a visit at the Seneca Agency with B. B.
R. Baker, Esq., the Agent, I visited Mr. Patterson,
a Methodist Clergyman, who has a fine school among
the Quapaws. The Quapaws have a fine body of land.
The Agent urges the Indians to nog pay for liquor
because it is illegal to sell it.

In 1868 President Grant gave the Friends permission to
do missionary work among the Indians and to establish
schools.® These schools were to encourage the Indians to
stay on thelr Reservation, to interest them in agriculture,
and to provide religious training for those who would attend
services. In keeping with President Grant'a permission and
treaty agreements whereby the Government had agreed to con-
tribute one thousand dollars annually to help support
schools among the Quapaws, the Friends opened a school at

Mission City near the present site of the Sunny Side School

17. Y. Bryce, "about Some of Our First Schools in the
Choctaw Nation,"™ Chronicles of Oklahoma, VI (September,
le28), 369.

2Thoburn and Wright, Oklahoma, State and Pag%%e, I.

ha Buntin, "The Quaker Indlan Agents, Tonicles
of Oklahoma, X (June, 1932), 204.
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with Asa and Pmeline Tuttle iz charge.® 0f course, there

were other enployees at the gchool, guch as farumers,

laundresses, ssaustresses, and shopmen.
ke foliowing letber dated February 1

Leonaré Coles of Joplim, issouri, an instructor at the

quapaw Miegsion vhen the school wes opoped, ~iveg interesting

infomation:

I wes employed ag a teacher 68 yesrs ago 1n
vhat was then knowna as the (Quapaw Mission. The school
vag nnder the Jurisdietion of the Guakerse. There
were eleven workers employed and they were naid by the
muV@;Qﬁtﬂt but I do 2ot remexber the aaocunt of their
salaries. I did not do any teaching in the class
room. iy work wez epntively with the boys in the schocl.

it them how vo work on the farm. Ve could
not tdet then with the horses so they did no plowing,
but they were taughl how to hoe poctatoes end do their
faram work, I weg called an industrial teacher and
dlsciplinarian. Workers were required to exercise
self-control at all tilmes end were never allowed to
show anger or fear while correcting the Indiass. If
& worker showed enger, the Indians would point their
Ilnger ut the worker end say, "He uc good, he get med
quick.” Another exmression they used sfter I had
cmrrectcd them was, "¥ell, if *'ve dous a“ythlag I'm
sorry for I'n glad of 14,70

Dave Gebce,a an Ottowa Indlan who sttended the Quspaw
Misgsion under the Tuttlﬁs, hes this %o say:

I atteaded tiils school fron 1879 to 1884, %he
Tuttles got thelr xoney fron the Soverazent ené some
donations from the Hast. I dou't koow how much, but
the school ran adne months, sud t)p grades ran from
the first to t“, eighth or ninth, iaclusive., The
Reverend and XHrs., Tuttle were ths only teschers in

class room iuutruction, but the Goverumeut haé sean-
stresces, cooks, mstrong, farmers, and laundresses.

ion A3

T T ~
%bﬁ@ ilidat?u

Iotter from Leon:
See i¢l~str 2tion:
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11. Ottawa church which Quapaws attended before
Asa Tuttle established the Quapaw school.

12. Home of Asa Tuttle 13. Mr. Dave Geboe, once

while doing missionary work a student in the Tuttle
among Ottawas and Quapaws. Mr.  schools. He later became an

Geboe now lives here. : " Inditan policeman.



The students worked half days and attended school
half deys. Ve worked with a1l the sbove-mentioned
people around the school aad raised much of vwhat
we used. The girlis helped with the household
duties. The boys worked on the ferm, in the shops,
and anywhere else that was uecessary. They were
Kind to us, fed ug well, and looked siter us in a
ool WEY.

ke school didn't emphasize shop and religious
braining much. Our curriculusn was mostly the regu-
lar grade work. Ve dida't pay anything to go, and
they gave us clothes besides. tie had from one
hundred to one hundred forty pupils. Almost heli of
the enrollment were Juapaws. I remesber when the
Modoe childrern were brought to school tuere. They
were prisoners of war, brought here Troam Oregon.
They couldn't spesk a word of English, but that was
nothing; I couldn't speak Tnglish elther until after
I was ten yesars old.

The school provided plenty of recreatvioca; the
Indian children played any kind of gsumes and much
interest was piaced on ball.”

Cuy Jeunisoun of Miaal, chief of tne Ottawas, related

expéeriences of his scheol days:

I went to school st the 01ld juapaw Sission from
1892 to 1900. MeKoin was superintendent ci the
gchool. 've had about & hundred to one hundred Tifty
students, and they were mostly juapaws. The grades
ran Trom first to eighth aund nianti. The school
stressed trades. Ve kad matrons, seamstresses, and
agricultursl inatructors. Iilss Florence Vade was
matron {or the boys.

Cur focd wae wholescue but cheuap, mostly dried
beans, rice, raisins., and sweat potetoss. 0Of course,
mllk and eggs ceme from the farm. Le worked hslf
days and attended classes half days. The (overnment
sciicols were not sco efficiently rua ian those days as
they are now. Heny of the agriculture men were poorly
trained for ithelr work. Often they were Jews from
Few York. The politiclans handled the agents, and the
agents haudled the Indiaans. The school didn't cost
us anything, and clothine was distributed anong us.
The agent also issused rations to any of the tribe who
needed them,B

7heminiscences of Dave Geboe, Fiemi,
BReminiscences of Cuy Jenuison, “iazal.
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Tndian Agent Goldberg sugsested that the
Duspaw gnd Sensca schocls be combined for the reason trat
the Suopayw tisoion needed s uew plant.
seion weg disgceontinued Juns &0, 1800,
However, the “uepew children did net enroll in the feneca
senool until 1902.. Scms of the suppliecs were token to
Seneca., bub the malin school bullding was given to the
Cathiolics, who later wmoved the bullding to Lincolnville.
Other buildings were s0ld to nearby farmers. o landmark
is left of the Quapaw Mission School.?

The Catholics were the next denomination to hold a
sehool among the Luepaws.

Conveyance to Catholics.

Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized
to issus o patent to the Bareauw of Caiholle Indien
Hissionsg for the Soulheast usrter of the HMNortheast
marter of feetion Six, ;OW““bip Tweﬂtyeeigh Forth,
Gange Twenty-four, Haost of the Indlan ‘leridis
Indéien Territcry, the sane having besn set &part
to the Roman Cztholice Church for chureh &nd chureh

urposes by the Luapew Natloznal Jouncil on lruzgust 24,

l&%o, and caid school hag meintained z school ané
church thereon ever since.l®

Gec iliustration 14 of the Jenecs sehogl band.
Rappler, op. eit., IIT, 336.
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TABLE I*
GROWTH OF QUAPAW INDIAN SCHOOL

1872-1900
Effr Superintendent Selary Enr:%l- ‘ A:cizg-. 1§onthl Per gapizztcost
1872 E. H. Tuttle £
1873 A, C. Tuttle 45
1874 A. C. Tuttle 73
1875 A. C. Tuttle 90
1876 A. C. Tuttle 66 10
1877 A. C. Tuttle 59 50 12 $ 8.20
1878 A, C. Tuttle 62 39 12 11.91
1879 A, C. Tuttle 86 58 12 8.69
1880 Not reported 58 30 10 8.69
1881 Not reported 75 30 10 9.99
1882 Not reported 112
1883 Not reported 118
1884 Not reported 88 40 10 8.71

*Annual Report, 1900.



TABLE I (Continued)

Year Superintendent Salary

1885 Not reported
1886 Not reported

1887 E. K. Dawes § 800 60 43 12 8.64
1886 E. K. Dawes 800 34 42 10 14,75
1889 E. K. Dawes 800 53 39 10 15.39
1890 Harwood Hall 1000 61 40 10 14.68
1891 Harwood Hall 1000 102 83 10 10.256
1892 J. J. McKoin 1000 183 112 10 1l.12
1893 J. J. McKoin 1000 122 100 10 12,32
1894 Jd. J. McKoin 1000 127 101 10 9.57
1895 W. H. Johnson 120 o7 10 11.12
1896 W. H, Johnson 3 84 10 12.38
1897 R. A. Cochran °2°) 87 10 12.10
1898 C. H. Lamar 99 90 10 11.76
1899 C. H., Lamar 106 94 10 10.34

1900 Worlin B. Bacon 114 88 10 12,90
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14. This band is composed largely of Quapaws
from the Seneca school. The picture was taken at
Claremore, Oklahoma, when the band went to the first
Republican convention ever held in the State of
Oklahoma.

The band was sent to the national convention
at Chicago by the Oklaehoma coanvention. The national
convention sent it to the St. Louis World's Fair,
and the band played on the fair grounds. Mr.
Durant, the Indian agent, accompanied the band. He
was later state senator from the district.

The picture is used through courtesy of Mrs.
Lou Durant, Miami.



C. B. Scott remcnbered certain facts about the
Catiolic beginpings in Oklshonma.

I had teapcrary employ&ent in 18%6 and worked
enehy the Quapaws until 1800. helped build the
additional bulldiznzs at the Gath@l’c school.
Father Ldwards was the priest. The school taught
up through the sixth grade. The boys helped to
keeg everything in repair. They worked halfl days
and went to school hal? days,il

The Reverend George U. Amon, Catholic priest st Hiami,
hsd the followiang to say:

This school wes founded on an agreeaent between
the Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions of Cmnsde and
United States of Amcrica, Washington, D.C., and the
Deparitment of the Iﬁterzﬁr for relizious education.

The school received cone thousand dollars a year
froa the tribal fund for maintenance; additions
funés were received from donetions through the aission
board. The deed %o property was signed by Theodore
Roosevelt in 1907 and is recorded in Ottawa County
Clerk's office.

During the administration of Fresident Voodrow
#ilson all aoney for support of Indiens in private
schools (per child) was withdrawn.

In 1927, Chief Griffin of the Juspaws hed the
one-thousand-dollar tribeal anproprlatlon withdraw:,
gnd the school was discontinued. Ve do not know
vhether the fund was withdrawn because the chiel,
who is a thirty-second degree lason, was predadiced
or not. ﬂotulthstazaing trls howevef, he bearded
his e¢hildren at the Sacred henrt Catinolic Institute
at ¥inita, Oklahoma, the following year.

The building was 2 three-atory affair, The first
floor was for stage and chapel, the gecosd floor was
Tor dormitory, and the third flcor was given over to
class rooms and recreation roome, There were other
buildings in connection with the institution.

The church and school were a vitel fector in the
Juapaw comaunity until the recent Iu Klux Xlan
orgenizatlion reached its helight in the comnunity.

llpeniniscences of C. R. Scott, goverament exnployee of
Hiami.



Only a few of the Quapaw tribe come into our
Miami church.

Some squatters got into the old chapel bullding
a few years ago, and all evidence pointed to it as a
rendezvous for c¢riminals., Lights were seen at all
hours of the night on various floors, and a car was
abandoned near there that had been stolen in Texas by
the Underhill Bank raiders. The courts after so long
a time put the squatters out. The building was sold
to Roy Walker and moved to the boom town of Disney,
Oklahoma.

We are at the present opening a mine for lead
and zinc on the old mission ground, and, if success-
ful, we look forwafd to resuming our good works
anong the Quapaws.-2

The following is a 1list of the priests who served at
St. Mary's Quapaw Mission:1%

Rev., William Ketcham - May, 1892-March, 1894

Rev. E. V. Reynolds - November, 1894-August, 1895

Rev. F. Edward - August, 1895-February, 1897

Rev. A. Heventhals - December, 1898-December, 1900
Rev. M. A. Dannis - April, 1902-October, 1906

Rev. John Feyer - March, 1908-September, 1912

Rev. G. A. Grievenkamp - April, 1927-September, 193114

l2Reminiscences of the Reverend George U. Amon.

13gee illustration 15.

l4courtesy of the Reverend George U. Amon. Mr. Amon
also furnishes a record of the attendance and teachers,
1902-1926.

Year Enrollment Teachers Year Enrollment Teachers
1902 70 3 1916 116 6
1905 130 4 1917 125 7
1906 160 5 1918 115 7
1907 165 6 1919 94 7
1908 125 5 1920 105 7
1909 98 5 1921 89 y 4
1910 86 5 1922 85 7
1911 88 5 1923 85 7
1912 90 5 1924 20 8
1913 76 6 1925 87 8
1914 74 6 1626 45 7
1915 80 6

The subjects taught were elementary, with emphasis on music
and sewing.
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even though

O

L

Mrs

with the Spaniards snd the T'renchwmen in the

Cx

The fatholies heave had great iufluernce uvon the Tuapsw

they are not now regular comvunicaunts of ithe

tholic Chureh.

Mas Plorence Tads sald of the Catholices:

The Cuepaws alveays were lufluenced by tae
Catholies, and it comes from their early &S;Gciatlbn

gippi Valley. The fact that they bury at hirgk noon
gnd that they elwaye have the cross on thelr nstive

Rurﬂhww and n:rﬁ ths zraves with erogses is outward
proof of their religious tendencies.l®

Ors Hampbon said:

dy fanily, even though they attend the Baptist
Chureh, etill love the Catholic Chureh.lf

Josephine Creenback said:

I never g0 to the Cathollie Churech aay more, bub
I have & grest love and respect for it.l"

B, D. Willisas, vho has lived goong the Jusdaws neny

years, steted:

»

All Quapaws are fatholics at heart. Their native
church hes a cross upon it and the crucifl u4pon the
wall inside., These notive churches are called peyote
puildings. 8 In the Towmer days the ‘uapaws cathered
thelr fomilies there end ate peyote or drank the tes
frowm the dried nlest, 7Teyote has the effect of a
narcotic and makes the world look lovely to thea.
Teyote service begins at sunset, and at suarise fruit
and candy are passed; then they return to worshin
until noon. These services were held ones a week,
usually Seturdey night and Sunday mcrni;g, excent
whern there was a death; then the peyote party was
held the day before the funeral or the ulbnt after. I
knew thex never te 1ndulge in the use of this drus ex-

eﬂt in sacred serviee. QCccasionally the officers
ould break up their peyote party.l®

15new1nlscences of Uiiss TFlorence VWade, Tlami.
SReminiscences of Ora v"”ntou.
Beminiscences of irs. J. Greenback,

%8See illustretion 16.
Yneniniscences of . D. ¥ illisns,

4%



16. The peyote house at the
Wilson plece. It is a
native church.
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& dream of thirty yeoars became o reciity Jpril 2, 1909,

with the dedicatiocn servicss at Devil's Trouacnads of the

O

“aptist Indien Hission of the First Baptist Chureh of Miani.

3’*«.‘

Jiz Wiley, o traveliag minlster, sugzested thirty
years ago that the Baptists convert aemtews of tie fueapsw
trive. Eowever, the task wes nolt undertaken at that tiue as
the local church menbers did not believe the Indians could
be approachszd.

Last year, howevey, (08lstine Hampton leWiatters returned
from the Bacone Tndian College at luskogee and announced
that she had become a msnber of the Barptist Church, asking

for help to start a churct in her hoze community.

f}:,x

Sunasy Jehbool was orgsenized and aet in the home of
Ors Hampton, father of 0dlstine Melatters. In & short time
the Hampton home proved too gmell, so they moved to the

Pampton barn.80 This proved too uncomfortable in cold

3¢

weather. 8r. Hanpton nexd dopsted the use ¢f an 0ld five~
roox house, wileh was repuired for the purpose by the
Beptist Churek. Very sbortiy, hovever, aore und mors
Indiong accepted the rellgion, and the group outzrew the
five~-roon house.

The next move by the Heaptons was to donste & two-acre
site of ground to erect a2 churchi. Contributicns aascunting
to twenty-five hundred dollars paid for & stone siructure

with a seating capacity of two hundred.

€lgee illustration 17.
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17. The barn of ¥Mr. and Mrs. Ora Hampton,
used as 2 community center.
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Trhere are unow eighty-three members of the Sunday
School .51
The Ouepaws go to the public schools ia their reserva-
tion - Lincolnviile, dinerel View, Peoria, Sunny Side, and

Guepaw. Those from the wealthy homes are usually sent to

wrivete scehools The needy, ornhang, or those froa broken

nomes are seut to tioe Seneeca Indien cehool, wyandotte,
Ckishoms. There they have access to school from the first
throusgh the nintih grade. It costs then nothing to go; they
gre furalsbed books and c¢lothing and gliven bosrd. Zarhasis
ig pleaced on voeational trainisyg for boys aund gzirls., After
Tinishing nine grades at yaudotte, they are eligible to
snuter PFaskell Institute or the Chilocco Indian Sehool.®®

The Indian schools provide recreaticnal club work and
zeneral character-treinlng work for pupils. WMany of the
boys and girls de fige work in the various 4-H clubs.

The Governuent pays £6 cents per day for the first
kalf year and 21% ceats per day for the second half year
{1937-1938) towards the sunpport of the pupils to the re-
spoctive districts. RS

The Indians are cbout like the whites in attendance of
school. A fTew of the rick ¢o not zo muckh. whiie scme plead
noverty as thelr excuse.

The Covernment magkeg veoeationsl iocsens to worthwhile

Elys ami (Oklahcma) Hews-Record, Anril 5, 1939.

E&Tnterview with I Key Woltl, educaticnai Tield agent
for the Quapaw agency at Hianmi.

“oTaterview with Fey Wolf.
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poys and pirie. Thke sacunt is deternined by the kind of

red and the sehool sttended.

s

conrses des
After completing school they usually oo back Loune end

s

fine smployaent 1a vaeriocus industrieg or in governnent

CYe, E. A. Andrews, present agent for the Tuspaws,
corroborates the inforuation obteined from Ir. Violf regard-~
ing goveraznent loansg to students

8

¢ large number take advantage of school loaas
Joney is avalleble te any one of s guarter degres of
blood or more if he is considered s ¢ood moral risk
and shows aptitude in learning. The Governnent ex-
neets hizm or bis parents to pay the noney back.&4

Although the Quapaws have largely atteanded private and
GRovernment sehools there are a few excentlons to this rule,
Among these excepbions may be listed (1) Elnora Juapew
Hompton, who was the first Juapaw to be graduated from a
public high school, hoaviag finished the Tuapaw hizh school
in 1986, (2) Odestine Tampbon, student in the Northeast
Dklahons Junlor College, iliani,®9 (3) Johnule cKibben,
captain of the 15236-1939 football tean, Tulsa University,26
{4} Farvey ifciihben, Jr., outstandinz basketbsll nlayer,
Mianl hish school, and (B) Edne YoHibbea, 1938-123% foot-
ball ousen of Northeast Cklshoma Junior College

The rresent trend indicates that the Juapaws will

Adrift away from the private schools and Goveranment schools

24penminiscences of H. A, Aindrews.

“0peniniscences of Ore Eampton, fatbher of the Hamapion
sirls,

Z63ee illustration 18.



18. John McKibben, Quapaw Indian who has
made an outstanding record on the University of
Tulsa football team. He made the All-Missouri
Valley Conference team this last season and was
chosen for the Texas Christian University's
"all-opponents™ second team. He is one of the
greatest players in Tulsa University history.

John's younger brother, Harvey, made an
equally gecod record on the Miami high school
basketball team this year, being high-point man
throughout Oklahoma.



and will take their places in the public schools and
colleges of the distriets in which they live.
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Chapter IV
Government and Communication in the

Territorial Days, with Local Environment

The environment on the Quapaw reservation was unique
in many respects. The timbered hills of the Quapaw reserva-
tion and its proximity to the state lines of Kansas, Mis-
souri, and Arkansas made it an ideal hiding place for
ceriminals, especially since there were not many United
States marshalls or border patrolmen.

The laws of Arkansas applied to the Indian Territory
in eriminal nattara,l while the Kansas Code applied to this
area on matters of civil law.2 Mr. Ollie Mason, attorney-
at-law, related as follows:

Kansas first had jurisdiction over this terri-
tory. The first judge ever sent here to try a case
was Judge Springer, and the first case was to settle
title of the Weah land.

From 1889 to 1899 this country was under the
jurisdiction of the northern district of the Indian
Territory.

From 1889 to 1907 Arkensas had jurisdiction
over this area. This was an open country with
United States marshalls scouting around and making
arrests. I've seen men arrested and chained to
wagons. They were taking them to Fort Smith for
trial in Judge Parker's court.® Judge Parker was
known as the hanging Judge; he sentenced eighty-
eight pecple to be hanged. I had an uncle who was
a deputy under old Judge Parker. I've seen old
Judge Parker preside a number of times, but I never

lgappler, Indien Affairs, I, 34.
21bid. g T A
dSee illustration 19.



19. The late Judge Parker, whose hanging
sentences at Fort Smith, Arkensas, were famed all
over the nation. Picture from The Daily Oklahoman,
May 5, 1938.
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zive & sentence. He vas a competent judge
2 pleasant man to kpow in everyday 1ife, but
& terror to outlaw

Aceording to ir. Denry Istes, the reascn for vlaciag

the fuapaws under the ’Arkansas Code in criminal aette

(B

t
was because of & petition circulated sz o result of the
purder of Joe Bigknlfe, & Peoria policenan, who was killed
by Mr. Vallier when he atteapted to search ilr. Vallier's
house for a fugitive.d |

Hr. Davé Geboe, forumer Indlan policeman, gpave an
interesting account of condltions during the early nlaeties:

e had lots of United S8tates deputy marshalls
golng around getling information and making arrests.
They operated mogtly out o Fort Gaith and lluskogee.
e lived for the most part under the "Vinchester
Jaw.” Ue had tribal laws, but there were lots of
killiegs in those days. I reamember when an Indian
would kill an Indisn and the Government did nothing
about it. I'i1 mention three cases' dohn Beaver
killed Felix Vede; lenry Hieks killed his brother

nd Mudeater killed sanother Indlan xiiose nage I
don't remember. Put when an Indian killed a white
aan or vice versa, the CGovernment prosecuted the
murderer.

The (apaw Indians were peace-loving snd had
very %ittle trouble anmong themselves or with anyone
else.

The Arkansas laws extended over the Trndisns in alil

tters ezcept those of cults, @ﬁich deelt exclusively with
Indians. These Arkausas laws established the first »rovi-

sious for marriase in the Indian Territory. Eowever,

'L"

narriages already made by tribal custom were valid, and

4Reminiscences of Ollie Mason.
Speminlscences of Jeary Estes, Miami,
Reminliscences of Dave Geboe.

[#31
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tribal laws were not interfered with. The Indians were
tried in Indien courts.?

« . « The Court of Indian Offense is composed

of three intelligent Indians, strictly sober; they

gg.g good work and are of great assistance to

The Indian police or other employees were chosen from
the various Indien tribes, if Indians could be found to _
perform the duties required. These Indlan police rode the
border, kept out intruders, assisted the United States
marshall in the duties, looked after the truant school
children, and enforeced regulations in general.®

Mr. Dave Geboe served at the Quapaw agency under Major
Doan, who was agent when Jim Bigknife was killed. Mr.
Geboe received $33.33 monthly, four uniforms a year, and
rations. There were one captain and six privates, who
worked one day a week each except when the Indians drew
money; then all were used. Major Doan insisted on the
Indians' paying their own bills on payday. On one occasion,
McGannons Store at Seneca collected as much as thirty-five
thousand dollars in one day from the Indians.lO

Mr. Ora Hampton, son of a former Indian policeman,
said, "The Quapaws as a tribe and as individuals are honest
and have very little trouble."ll His father, A. C. Hampton,
rode on the border patrol and was associated with Cy Arm-

7Harlow, Oklahoma, 257-258.
8Annual Report, 1894, 136-137.
scences of Dave Geboe.
10geminiscences of Dave Geboe.
llpeminiscences of Ora Hampton.



strong, Lilas Dauson, and Cotter. They would not allow
whites to come in without a permit to work or trade with
the Indians.

Since this was a wide-open country, roads for the
most part followed cow trails. There were no section lines
to follow at first. The old military road from Baxter
Springs came through this territory. Much of the great
western movement was through Baxter Springs and this reserva-
tion.12

Post offices were few and far between in those days.
Mr. Geboe had the following to say about mail service on
the Quapaw reservation:

At first we went to Baxter Springs, Kansas,
and Seneca, Mlssourli, after the mail. Someone
usually went to town, asked for everybody's mail
in this community, and the postmaster sent the
mail out by whomever called for it. Later on we
had a star line service from Wyandotte to Baxter.
Mail was left at Kema, at the McNaughton farm; it
was also left at the Quapaw mission. This was
considered a progressive move.ld

The following post offices were granted for the Quapaw

reservation:
First Date of
Post Office Postmaster Appointment
Fourmile John Markey August 23, 1882

(Discontinued Dec. 27, 1884; mail to Melrose, Kansas.
Re-established Feb. 10, 1885) (See Peoria Nation)

VWhiting Ida W. Whiting October 3, 1882
(Discontinued May 6, 1885; mail to Baxter Springs,
Kansas)

lansminiscences of Dave Geboe.
19Reminiscences of Dave Geboe.



Moneka Melissa J. Abrams April 9, 1892

(Discontinued Nov. 12, 1892)1%

The first railroad to cross the Quapaw reservation was
the Kansas City, Fort Scott, and Memphis Line. Later the
roed was taken over by the Frisco. The railroad extended
from Baxter Springs, Kansas, to Miami. The little towa of
Quapaw, situated in this grazing and hay station, became
the largest hay market in the world in 1895. This railroad
brought communication with the outside world through the |
telegraph and daily papers.15

Mr. E. L. Wright of Baxter Springs said that Dodge
City, Kansas, stole the claim of the first cattle drive
from Texas.

As a matter of fact, I was with the early cattle
drive in the early sixties, and we leased grazing
ground from the chief of the Quapaws around the old
mission sight.

The cowboys lingered long enough on the drive to
marry some of the pretty Indisn girls.l®

Mr. Henry Estes reported that the Quapaws leased their
land to pasture the large herds from Texas but that this
action gave them much trouble. The road by Lincolnville
and the mission was strewn with cercasses of cattle that
had died from cattle fever. One could not get out of
"smelling distance"™ of dead cattle. The native cattle got
sick, and the people's health was endangered. It would be

14 rant Foreman, "Early Post Offices of Oklahoma,™
Chronéglea of Oklahoma, VI (June, 1928), 16l.
eminiscences of Ollie Mason.
1°Rem1nlsoencas of E. L. Wright.

55



safe Lo say there was a dead cow for every hundred yards on
this Linecolaville road.i?
My. . R, Seott also recalled the cattle drive days.

I remesber the pestileincco and diseases of our
native cattle as a result of the Texas cattle drives.
I remenber the cattle drive that didn't hapnen best
of ali. Ve got word that Jim Meler was unioading a
big buunch of cattle at Melrose, lansas, zad briaging
them to the Quspsaw reservation to pasture thea. Joe
Bigknife, the Indisn police, and many others of us
went to Heosho River to ston them, but they didn't
come on. ‘fhey probably turned their cattle in
asother direction.l®

Another instance was related by Tlorence ‘iade of a

v

!

biz herd of cattle whleh came up from Texas Just after the

War. The herd was held near the old alssion site, the
owner and cowhands having had thelr teut by the spriag.

=
o
o

nerd was sold for twenty-two thoussnd dollars. After
the sale the cownands went on to Bexter Svrings, and the
buyer of the herd asxed the foramer cuaer to stay at the
camp with bim {hat night. Thes next worning some settlers
on thelr way to Baxter saw the tent with fleps flying and
upon investigation found the Texan shot thirough the head and
the twenby-two thousand dollars missing. Mlothing was done
about it,"19

The cowboys contributed thelr share to the life of this
gectiocn. ilost of them were law-abiding and not much given
to rustling cattle. They got slong well with the Indilans,

These covbeys were different from the cowboys in other sec-

Reaialsceaces of llenry Zstes,

leminlscencas of 7. 4. Jcott.
Heminiscencos of Ylorenee lisds.

et et et
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tions inasmuch a8 they were algrretine covbovs., Tut aasny of

thew steved, marvied the rretty zirls, settled down andé en-

13

gaged in such businesses as herdware, livery stable, and
salopn; sone were sven known to pleough.

Recently the neonle of the Tri-State erected a statue
of 5 lonchorn at the ¥Filbuyr ranch, comrencrative of the old

cattle drives.~0
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20. This statue was recently erected and un-
veiled at Avery Wilbur's Twin Raneh on the Oklahoma
and Kansas border in commemoration of the cattle
drives from Texas to Baxter Springs. This industry
brought grazing fees to the Quapaws and added much
color to the history of the Quapaw reservation.



Chianter V
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Custous and Traditiong of the Tuapavws

Uy way Gf‘traﬁitioa the uu paw Indians have meintained
& tribal orcenizetion kuovn as & Tribel Council. The
Council gow consists of Chief Vietor Griffi;; Jecond Chief
Aelic Beaver; IHenry Hoffinen, & white man,'first councilman
and secreltery-tressurer; Levl Goodeagle, second coungil-
man; Paul Goodeagls, third councllman, and Irvia ilson,
fourt: counclilaan,s

Louis ingel, better kunown as "Tallchiel,” was the
last chief by descent. e spent most of his 1ife in the
Osaze country. Eufiﬁg iis absence dohn lledicine =snd
Gkéwley Bloekkhawk acted as chiefs. Other succeeéling chiefs

were Jokn Quapavw, Zenjanin Quepaw, Pete (ladber, and John

Chief Victor Griffind was the first elected chief of

thie Quapnws; he was chosen because he was the nearest

lineal descendant of Tallichier.
The ilenl News-Record recorded his election as follows:

Viector CGriffiz Elected TFirst Siucrt~-Halired Chief
of Quapews. Tribal Interpreter IZleveted to lLesder-
ship in Colorful Election =t Devil's Tromensde.

Chief Victor is a colorful chasracter, is educated
and has traveled extensively. IHe hes made scores of
trips to Vashinston in behal? of Lis tribe. He is e

lpeminiscences of Chief Griffin.
“REMLEISCGHGGJ of drs. Cra Hampton.
See illustretions 2l wpd 22 of Chief Criffiats hone
and burv;n ground.
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21. Chief Victor Griffin's home
at Devil's Promenade.

22. The family burying ground at Chief
Victor Griffin's home. There are

twenty-one graves.
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32 degree Scottish ite lason cnd a Shrianer, but he
loves to gerb hiuself in tribal regalias and is e
strong b.;lever in toe tradition of Lis tribe,
Chief CGriffin once wore halr in braids that hung to
his kneeg. The Councilmen, Cha Goode 2£le, Arthur
Buffaleo, Jobhun Beaver, Levl Zood ea le also mll wear
skort halir. As a matter of fact, al male menbers
=73 Sodae of the woxnen wear gshort rair‘4

The tribal election was a colorful cercmonial. The
meeting was held at the stoap ground seast -7 the river whare

& powwows ar 2 held several times yearl:.

Jomen have full voting power and are eligible to hold
vositions on the council but have refuged to accept places.

The mea wear thelr hats throuszhout the sessiou, even when

‘IThere is no seoret ballotiag st a Juupaw election.

The nonlnations ares nede and at the announcencat of the

gazii¢idate that is to be voted upon thie meanbers waslk bo

the center of the stoap ground, where they sre counted.

Griffin is as popular adong the woltes &s among tke
Indians. e is one of the committeemen of the Zaxter

Springs rodeo.

the big politicnl aseting held at flami for the

1

Senabor Charles Jurtis @uring the nationel cam-

palgn r. Griffin was spokessgn fer the Indians in thelr

greeting to the 4lstinguished visitor. He wore full
regalia for the cccasion.d

Chief Viector Zriffin hag the followins to say about

Lo g O N R, 3 b 3
Siiami Mews-Regcord, Apvil 5, 1820.
e .y

SThid.
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early customs of selecting a chief, his duties, and menner
of execution:

Formerly our chiefs were chosen by inheritance
but now we are elected. Tradition has it that the
Griffin family was the first line of chiefs, but at
some time or other the office changed over to the
Tallchief family. I am kin to Talleohief, so the
election gave the office back teo our family.

The councilmen and ¥ meet the first Satnrgay
in each month. The Indien agent, Mr. Andrews, Mr.
Williams of the geological survey, and Mr. Keeth of

-the agriculture division meet with us. I preside,
and we go into all matters concerning the tribe.

¥We have our own seal. We present our problems to
the Indian Bureau of Affairs in Washington, D.C. I
do not get any salary, but I get some expense money,
and whoever goes to Washington gets expense money,
which comes out of the tribal fund.

I have just returned from Washington. It is
my thirty-third year to represent my people. I
went long before I was chief. I have shaken hands
with Teddy Roosevelt, Taft, Woodrow Wilson, Harding,

Coolidge, Hoover, and Franklin D. Roosevelt. I was

in Washington and attended Roth Wilson's and
Harding's funeral services.

The Quapaws were divided into four bands, which corre-
spond to our county government. That each band had a
ruling chief was shown in the first treaty. The bands were
divided into clans. Some of the better known clans were
Turtle, Deer, Buffalo, Snake, Bird, and Elk. The Indiens
had words for these, but the English interpreted these
names to mean what they represent, such as Whitebird, Red-
eagle, Buffalo Calf, Goodeagle, Greenback, ete. Early
customs were for the chief or medicine man to name children

according to the clan they wented the child to be under.

6Reminiscences of Chief Griffin.
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If a family was sickly and wanted the children to grow
strong, they would get some healthy family to adopt it and
give it their clan name; hence, there were more than one

name in a ramily.7

Mrs. Ora Hampton has the following to say about names

The Quapaws are divided into four elans or bands.
My first three children by ny first husband, Dick
Quapaw, belonged to the Deer Clan. My children by my
present husband, Mr., Hampton, belong to the Snake
Clan, which is the Shawnee Clan. My daughter Odestine
has an Indian name, "Omidke," which means "alone."
We didn't name our children; we always took them to
Tallchief (Louis Angel) to name them. He named the
¢hildren early in the morning. We do not celebrate
the birth of a child.

Take the name Tallchief. He was called this be-
cause of his great height. His real name was Louis
Angel. Greenback has a particular meaning. Green
means strong and back means spina; hence the name
Greenback means strong back.

Marriage has never been celebrated with so much pomp

as some of the other customs among the Quapaws. Of this,

Chief Griffin reminisced:

Many of the early marriages were without form
or ceremony. It was just an agreement for man and
woman to live together an indefinite time. They
were called "blanket™ marriages; divorces were most
informal. No courts or attorney fees - Just quit.

The prominent members of the tribe, councilmen
or chief's family had a custom that the relatives
arranged the marriage. A new relative led the bride
to the groom - presents were exchanged. The ceremony
was conducted in the morning, about sunrise; the
bride remained with her family until sunset, when she
was taken to the groom.

My wife was married to her first husband by her\

-
-

7Reminiscences of Chief Griffin.
Sreminiscences of Mrs. Ora Hampton.



people, and I was married to one of her cousins the
same way. The marriages didn't last with either of
us. Our marriage was mutuel - think it is better.
They would not allow gouains to marry each other
under tribal customs.

Mrs. Hampton says:

her

did

all

In the early times the two families and close
relatives had & marriage feast. Marriage now is
just like other people's.lO

Mrs. Josephine Redeagle Greenback has this to say of
mother and father:

George Redeagle and Minnie Coldspring were
married under the tribal mearrisge custom. They got
the consent of chief and relatives, held a big
feast with ceremonies. They had the relatives
attend from both sides. They were married in the
Osage country.ll :

All of the people interviewed stated that the Quapaws
not ecelebrate births of children.

The Quapaw Indians always loved sports and games of
kinds., Mrs. Hampton stated:

We hed football games. The men played against

the women. The side that got twelve scores first
was the winner. Peachseed dice was another game
which the Indians enjoyed and played extensively for
prizes, also tug of war.

Mr. E. L. Wright recalled to mind the sports of the

Quapaws in the early sixties.

When I knew the Quapaws in the early sixties they
were skilled with bow and arrow and other sports.
They enjoyed going to the fairs and shows end partici-
pated in the contests that were open. They showed
much skill in games and later became proficient in the

Miami

9neminiscences of Chief Griffin.
10peminiscences of Mrs. Ora Hampton.
llpeminiscences of Mrs. Josephine Redeagle Greenback,

12Reminiscences of Mrs. Hampton.



use of fire arms. They were always good fgorta, and
their behavior was superior to any group.

The Quapsaw dances have a particular meaning, repre-
senting an event or a form of religion. Mr. Henry Estes

said:

I've attended many of their dences; the war
dance)and the regular stomp dance were tho main
dances. The war dance was done by men only. While
they danced they were expected to drop out along
and tell the ef of some personal exploit they
had done during the year. There was plenty of room
for fabrication then. The stomp dance is partiei-
pated in by men and women, and they invite all
people present to join them.

I've seen the ladies do the "circle squaw”
dance. They are expected to wear bright sheawls and
blankets while they danoe which nakos a pretty
and impressive sight.l

Mrs. Hampton related about the stick dance:

This is a sacred dance. Those who dance are
picked out, and they must respond if they are chosen.
Each one carries a cornstalk. No one must dance
until he is asked. This dance Ls for the sick and
is called a health dance.lS

The present-day dances are more elaborate and color-
ful than at any time in the history of the Quepaws. The
following news item described a modern Indian powwow:

2500 Drawn to Indian Pow-Wow. Dancing Delights
Crowd at Quapaw Celebration. 600 Tribesmen in Camp.

Approximately 2500 persons were in attendance
last night at the Indian Pow-Wow on Spring River
opposite Devil's Promenade.l® Six hundred Indians
are encamped on the grounds.

The chief attraction of last night's program
was a concert of the Haskell Indian band, Stomp

1%peminiscences of E. L. Wright.
l4Reminiscences of Henry Estes.
15an1nisuenoes of Mrs. Hampton.
165ee illustration 23.



2%. Lover's Leap at Devil's Promenade, over-
looking Spring River.

"rwo lovers of the stone age, wrapped them-
selves into one blanket and plunged to death from
bluff in Spring River after members of two tribes
couldn't separate then.

"Near this 'Leap' the Quapaws hold thelr
annual ceremonial of dances and medicine feats.
The 'Stomp' ground is only a few rods from lLover's
Leap."* :

*Clipping from Miami News-Record Scrap Book.
No date given.
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Dances, and & collection of Indian tropniles vwhich is
being exhiblted by ¥. R. Black of Vstonga, Oklebons.
Substential prizes are given the wluners in these
dances by the Coamlittee in charsge.

To the white spectators the stomp dance as
executed by the Indisns dressed in thelr gally colored
regelia of blsuokets and beautiful lesther dresses
and denelny to the monotonous beating of tom-touns
have little signiflicance other than entertecining aud
pilcturesgue. But to the Indlans they represent the
traditions and customs of their race for many decades..

The collection of Indlezn trophies are the larszest
and most unique ever showa in this vieinity. Hr.
Black's collection includes nmany nzedals glven by
Tresidents of the United 3tates at different times
to Indian Chiefs who signed trecties with the govern-
ment, agreeling not to wage war asgeinst the wihite man.
These medals are made of silver and are about twice
or three times the size of a silver dollar.

Probably one of the most lateresting of the
trophies was Custer's Spurs that he wore uatil his
death . 1%

The Juapsws had medicine men, who were ilaportant

pecple in the tribe, being either the chiefs or the council-

Dr, ¥. ¢, Benard reninisced az follows:

014 Tsellchlef, Johkn Juapaw, and Peter Clabber
wers &l]l medlcine nen, and I treated them all., I
did not esrgue with them zbout their skill and abili-
ty. I treated Tallchlel, znd he gave me his tona-
hawk just before he died. The last time I weat to
see him, he had just come out of his "sweat lodge.”
The sweat lodge is made by digging e pit, filling
it with hot rocks, and covering then with water.
The lodse was covered with tent cloth. The Indizuns
gat in the tent and weat through a severe sweat and
then took cold baths. There was much canger of
pneumonia from these sweats.

0ld dohn Quapeaw was z medicine man and a keeper
ol the sacred arrows, vhleh meant about the same as

17iami Fews-Record, June 18, 1856.
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the cross dosz to the Christisa people. Ile 32id he
would love to glve me the scered arrows, but, "I
can't zive ’e"; they belens to the Great 0*L¢i*g.“
0ld Pete Clabber, an acting ciief, was a medieiae

mat. e eilled me to see his wife, who weg @ Teneon

Iddian. Be said, "I know how to treat hiﬁ, but him
die, bis folks be nad,

The most typical event of the Cuapsw was wler
I trested Yrs. Vhiltebird on Spring Tiver. Zhe had
tuberculosis. Ufer case was hopeless. The inter-
sreters talked for her. She wag abl o pay, and
e s ¢y was willinzs to 0.X. oy I went to
sce her oceasionally One day ell tac gguavis yere
thers; they had her pro*rﬁd azainst a tree. fhe told
me she s nesriy well., I recognized thet they were

having &« ’pbyotu warty.” Teyote 18 & narcotic veed
red. hwr teaperature ?dS highy she was all exzcited,
and sc were the squaws. I told them I wouldn't be

bock next moraing, but tua" insisted, and I tcld
them to call me if needed; but they never cslled, bhe-
cause sie disd thst nig ;t.

They 1lnvited me to s1% in on medicine ccouneil
at iedicine Lodge. I told them I'E go if they would

let oy wife and son sttend, They agreed, saybe hesi-
tating sbout the son, but we were all admitted.

The keeper of the fires made & blg smoke of cedar
an¢ everyoune sat in circles. Iveryone opened thelr
robes and let smoke go a&ll over them. g 8id, too.
The smoke ltﬁufﬁ for socme time. Vhea ve_got hote, Ay
gou told his grandme we had been smaked.1§

sanother interesting custom among the Miapsvws was the

"pony sooke.” Thls wag o tera used when the Guapavs ine

vited their Indisn fri eads to smoke thelr pesce pipe, and

LOon

aone

23 were. glven to those they liked or wished %o show
gourtesy., HMrse. Ora ﬁaﬁhto% said:

The Ququwu held pony smokes with the Oszges
and Pawnees. They would have s fecst, sacke & pipe,
and give each other ponies - sometines give pounies
to brothers and sistors. They mizht even give ponlss
to anyone elsc they llked., In those days the Juapsws

i, M.l., Senecs, Missouri.
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had large droves of pomies that they raised slong the
"ivar.l§ i

The native burial service illustretes the Indians?
belief in the immortality of the soul. The Zoaans sur-
passed the fuapaws very little in poap and cersuony.

After the body 18 prepured by the undertaker, the
ndisneg furnish thelr clothiog for it. The dress for ths
men usually ccesisis of Indlen shirts, made of bright silk,
beaded moceasing, and lesther leggings, snd bright blankets

are wranped arocund thezn. Fealthers aré rlaced in thelr
hands. Scactises they have the face painted with stripes.=0

The deceased women heve regular dress for burisl, or
it may be some dress thet they had worn on some ceeasion.
It is usually clething mede by thenselves.

The c¢lothes are sewed instead of pinned on the body,
because the Isndians think the pins will cause pein and dis-
comfort.

They want the csasket nlaced over the grave at eﬁactly
11 otelock and want services to be over, the grave filled,
aad the flowers placed on the grave by 12 o'clock.

Vren our people dle, we bury them on the third
day. Ve try to bury them in Iodlian clothes, aslvays
bury &t kigh noon - too far bvack for me to know why.

Ye pray to God t“ut thie decensed will zo the
rizght road to Hesven. Ve try acot to ;xi‘ve because
it hinders the spirit on its journey. A& year later

we meet and pray for the spirit tec go where Ged ls.
we do this everv year for three yvears.

lgcemlglbcence of Mrs. Wsapton.
£0neniniscences of Virgzil Cooper, usderteker, iami.
Zlreminiscences of irs. Haapton.
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in these services toe chilel oificlates az the vody 18

&3
t

lowercd in the grave. ‘The chielf

O;

yrealks bits of tobaceo
leaves and places them io the grave, accompanied by the
chant.

e say to the dpi it: you have 1llved ss lo“&
5 you can. ~hile you were here you belleved iz
ereator, anl we ueliexu and heve been told that
your gplrit lives eud you are a culid of God for-
gver., We heve slways been told that. Try your
best to eater the nev world .28

Q(»I

The funeral 15 usob nescescarily conducted by the chief.
& mephew, unele, or auatv mey conduct it. Tuey dig toe grave,
sit upy glome ail aight witn the corpse, measure the body
in the morsing and nark @fﬂ the grave. If one 1s uot able

to disz the grave alone, others aay help elfter tue uncie or

aunt G¢ige & fev shovelifuls. The uncle must perforn even
thougio he 1s little.
vre, Hempton stated couesriiing her Sons

igle to an clder Indisn zud hAsd to
nen e wag byt o chilid. I reaember

, mepav, buried John Peaver. e vas

blood uwacle tut was chosen to set as uicle; hs

[REeEs also chosen to bury urs. denjamsin guapaw.

The uncle or suist gets the deceased's e
The things are tied up in & sheet

and 1f
ased his a horse, a rope is given the wicl
e

(;;
Fo “‘j
W
[
£

;‘ sonal tnlqbb; that siganifies ke can g
zsedts norse and keep it &8 hisg own.s

e perencny the uancle throwe iz four handfuls of
dirt, =nd eil the blood kixn throw iun four hendfuls of dirt

the rest of tho grave may be filled by Irieands.

Texiniscences of Chief G

riff
Reminiscences of Uro. Mam'to




The ITndizns like to bury their dead nsar thew. For a

winile they burled in the Catholic cemetery, but if the de-~

ceased had been irresular in chureh attendance, he was
ruled ocut.
Mr. Ora Eampton related agbout hiag fether:

Yy father, Plous juevaw, was a zeod Cetholle,
ut he was ruled out of the Cathellic cemetery when
he dled because he hadn't attended regularly. Siace

t ws3 nercessary Lo bury elassvhere, I buried hios
here aear me.54

w
)

4
‘;4
e

o

Fete

a

After the burial is completed at high unoon they go to
8 lizghted pot of buruing cedar snd smoke thelr haonds and
facez to remove the spirits. T%his done, the relatives are
seated for the feast.

¥rs. Ora Hempton corroborates this:

The relatives smoke thelr hands after the
funeral before eating. The relatives are expected
to eat first., The fourth day after death all the

reletives wesh their heaés, nus on clear clothes
Drey ne more, aud moura no acrb.&

Hr. . 7. Iixon, flower-skop owner of :ilemi, gave sone

Zdd e
interecatiag data o hls experiences.

I have zold as nuch &8 5ilz khundred f£if
worth of Plowers For one Indian funerel. I lave seld
- )

one phe idreed fi‘ty—icllmr blani ct f@r onc Tuneral.
I believe it was Llphionso Gresnback funerat .
T have solﬂ severali one hundred-dollar blanxkets
ol flowers. One was gold to Martin “ilson and one
to Littlx ,h1+uhvrd cnlld.,

Grandms EBeaver and Aung Beaver Bear Hallan ars
- . £y
gocd Tlower custogers all the tiame,.~©

34R&@1n¢aee¢ceb of Mr. Hampton.
“0%e£1ﬂ1806ﬂ063 of rs. Fanpton.
“Gmeminiscences of 0. 7. iixon, Misni.
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Y o T o oy
Yo exnense 18 spared by tha

preparstion for
their funeral feasts. Two of the largest fessts were those
of John Beaver and his wife. Vhen Grandus Leaver died, her

don-in~law, Heed Wilson, was given an orfer from the agent

to purchase one thousand dollszsrs worth of groceries for
the feast., His four ckildren were glven an crder for two
hundred fifty dollars anlece to buy groceries. Her sterp-
dsughter, &nne Besver, was glven o five hundred-dollar
order, a2nd her brotiher Alex wes gliven arn order for Iiv
hundred dellars. Mrs., Hoffmen end other kin got large
orders., HWotwithstanding these purchases, the Indians

butehered several head of cattle and hogs of thelr own.

o

dir. dames Dyer of Dyer Erothers Grocery, Miami, relsated:

I ordered one buitale, one deer, two elk, and
thirty~-six turksys. I was the only merchant wio
knew wheve to ~et the buffalo, deer, and slk. The
buffaloe was stored at Zuid. I had to wire the ex-
pregeman, and he, as @ courtesy for the cause, got
it out of storage and expressed it to me, "”ws wes
on Sunday that oceasicned the agest to be s0
obliginw.

I grouped the pgroceries into three piles -
neats, veg efables anté sweets. I had the baker bake
a four~xoct-uqudre sake, end 1t wee decorated with
¥r. and rs. Begver's nomes. I hed thimty-six arngel
toocd cales beked andé, of course, colher cakes too,
end cone hunéred pounds of cookies I peid the baker
Tirty dellars for the ¢ake and cae uolla apicee for
the engel food eakes,

I sent tvcﬁty -five hﬂdtuw of oranses and cther
f uits in agcordancs T alzo Gresged & hundred
ickens, two or thxee beeves, and hogs.

I sold over trhree thouzand dollars worth of
groceries for sach of these funerals.87

“7peminiscences of Fames Lyer.



Gf course, the people did aot eat all this; much of
the food was carried sway. The Usage Indiaas and other
tribes carried large couteiners of food home with thenm.

The food was prepared by the Indlans, and it was clean
and delicious. irs. Haxpton ssaid:

Qur feasts are prepared by loving hands; no one
is hired. Everyone helps to cook. We cook all the
things the deceased liked., Ve always try to get
vear, buffalo, deer, echilckeun, beel, cakes, pies,
vegetables, salads, candies, sznd siockes.& 28

They have wmany large black kettles and other uteunsils.
Their storsge rooms are filled with long tables, dishes,
and linens. ¢f course, the other Indians bring some of
these things. The Indian women cook good chicken and putb
large pones of corn dough inside them. They ecook their
meats slowly until they are well done.

Ten thousand dollars is & conservative estinmate of the
gost of each of these funerals, and the attemdance is about
twenty-five hundred to three thousand people. These feasts
are held annuwelly for three years after the deatu.ug

The Indians &re poor customers for sweels. They buy
good merchandise and do not ask the price, bub they expect
every bite to be gmood.

Kr. Dyer related the following:

If I sell them twenty-five crates of Oranges,
I would have to pick them; 1f there is one bad one

they don't epprecliate it. They may not tell you
about 1t, but they tell their people.

“CReminiscences of Yrs. Hampten.
“9%eminiscences of James Dyer.
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The Indians are free, invite you to their
feastso pay thelr debts, and are nice friends to
have.?

The earlj funerals were not so elaborate as the ones
now held; in those days they killed beeves, hogs, chickens,
and cooked what they had locally. The whites have en=-
couraged these blg feasts and celebrations among theme.
Their acduaintanne end social obligations have increased
with thelr wealth.t

Chlef Benjﬁmin Quapaw died May 25, 1926, and Chief
John Beaver was lald to rest February 29, 1928.52

Following are news clippings of funerals showing cus-
tomary procedures in ceremonial rites.

Thousands attend Funeral Rites for Jon Beaver,

Quapaw Chief; his wiilte friends pay last respect to
aged leader; buried In full regalla of his tribe.

On a hillslde cemetery on his own allotment 15
miles northeast of Miaml, John Beaver, 90-year-old
Second Chlef of the Quapaw Indians and one of the
wealthiest members of the tribe, was lald to rest
today. Chief Beaver dled Monday in a Mlamil Barber
Shbpu

Upward of 3,000 persons--white men and red--
gathered at the Beaver home to pay final honors to
the dead chief, long respected by both his own and
other people. There were delegations from other
tribes, inecluding more than two score Osages wearing
their richly colored blankets, prominent businessmen
of Mlaml and practically the entlre Quapaw Tribe.

FUNERAL FEAST SPREAD
The funeral was one of the largest ever neld in

Ottawa County. Many sald it was the largest. A
force of Quapaws was statloned about the grounds to

Saﬁeminiaaensea of James Dyer.
SIRaminiacencea of Henry Estes.
SSsee Illustration 2¢.



handle the traffic, which began pouring in thls morn-
ing from all directions. It was estimated between 800
and 900 cars were parked on the grounds during the
gfervices.

,5
O

-
5

rfter the casgsizel had been lowered intoe the grave,
eral {esst wag spread on tables on & porell circl-
bhe Beaver Home. Thousands were fed. There was
alngly endless supply of [ood-<barbecued beef, bear,
deer, chicken, cake, ple, Iruit, candy, nuts, cigars,
igarettes. As tables were cleared, nore food was
ght and as tho benches were vacatbted, waﬁt-ng throngs
came to £111 them.

C“QﬂMfwﬁ

DRESSED TH TRIBAL REGALIA

The aservices began at 11 olclock inside the Home
where lay the body of Chief Beaver. On hls face was
the burial paint of the (Quapaw Tribe and he wag dresgsed
in his tribal regalia.

ile a oprocession moved through AONSE, DNASS-

€

ing in front of the opened caslket, scrvices were con-
ducted by the Reverend A. P. Canmeron, 7 or of the
CHrLstlan Churech of Mlaml. George Lﬁ of Tulsa,

hetbter known as Chief ROWTLGQ Thunder 03 radio station
KV00, sang a bassg 5010.

From the house the casket was horne to the o
lesg than 100 yesrds away, by the pallbearers, who rop-
regented various tribes. The pallbearers were Alex
thadd, Joe Lane, C*nr;os Tiner, lerton Coodsagle,

8 Gcciougle, Will “onne*, Will Supernaw and
Pranic Buck.

IBDIAY RITES BY MEDICIRE MAN
Llavorate [lorel cofferings, =many of then Frcm
flami business houzes, wore placed at the grave.

A¢t,r a wrayer Dy ¥Fr. Caneron, Indian rites were
Harry Udge of Popt Cobk, Oklashoma, fsdiclne
Tribe. Alter & series of ;estures,

)

18 7 1 Men took his nlace at the elge of the
grave and in & monotone, hardly andible, pronounced
the tribsal ceremony.

A of V. TJ. John
Worley, Harry Ba llinrer, sang at

141

the prave

Announeccoment was made from the grave that the
funeral feast would be served lmmediasbtely. It weas

urzed that everybody stay



24. The tomb and statue of Chief
John Beaver in the G.A.R.
cemetery.



T
The Googer Undertaking Company was in charge of
the funeral.co

Another example of these elaborate funerals is shown

in the News Record, Friday, May 28, 1926:

BENJAMIN QUAPAW LAID TO REST WITH TRIBAL RITES

Miaml businessmen, Osages, and Quapaw Indlans
pald thelr last respects to the Late Chlef and Joined
in the funeral feast after the Ritual. Trophles went
with him iInto the grave.

Benjamin Quapaw, Third Chief of the Quapaw Indian
Tribe who dled Tuesday night (May 25, 1926) was laid
to rest Thursday in the famlly plot in the yard of his
home, east of Devil's Promenade, while hundreds of
persons of both the white and red races, looked on
in reverence.

Funeral services were conducted at the home by
the Reverend M. F. Lyerla, Pastor of the Quapaw
Christian Church. Music was furnished throughout
the service by a cholr composed of both Indian and
white singers.

Tribal rites at the grave followed. John Quapaw,
First Chief and one of the oldest members of the tribe,
conducted the Indlan ceremonies. Standing at the foot
of the grave and looking upward to the sky, John
Quapaw spoke a few words iIn the tribal tongue as 1f
in prayer.

John Quapaw crushed leaves of tabacco in his hands
and scattered the tobacco in the grave, in accordance
with tribal customs. The custom is symbolical of the
Indians!' bellef that tobacco 1s a sacred plant.

The dead Indlan Chief was dressed in Civilian
clothes, but his Chief's blanket was placed around
him in the coffin. His dance rattle, baton, moc-
casinsg, and other Indlan trophlies were burled with him.

A tribal feast was spread following the funeral.
Preceding the feast, John Beaver, Second Chief of the
Tribe, utiered a prayer in the native Quapaw tongue.

ssFrom The Miaml News Record, February 29, 1928.
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Conclusion

The Quapaws have equalled or excelled most of the
Indian tribes in adjusting themselves to the social insti-
tutions of the whites and in maintaining their economic
independence.

Their lands were located where mineral wealth was
later found, and while the Government protected them against
explcitation, they have shown extraordinary economic ability
in managing their own affairs.

They have engaged in agriculture for the most part and
have made good farmers.

They have intermarried with the whites, have taken ad-
vantage of schools, and are for the most part law-abiding
and industrious citizens.

For the brief period of a century they have made one
of the most effective adjustments to a new type of life of
any race of people in history placed under similar circum-
stances.

The worth of the Quapaws is attested by the following
members of the tribe who have achieved more or less success
in social and economical ways in effecting an adjustment to
modern standards of living: Mrs. Grace Webber Shipley,
Afton, vice-chairman of the Democratic party, first Con-
gressional district; Lloyd Staten, prominent automobile
dealer, Miami; Fred Cardin, director of one of the leading

orchestras in Chicago; Charley and Paul Goodeagle, council-



men of the tribe; Louis Quapaw, young artist; Merton
Kenneth Goodeagle and his son Junior, who are rodeo actors;
Paul Goodeagle, Jr., en accomplished musician; Geanne Ann
and Cenieva Hoffman, young dancers; Joe aﬂd Josephine
Greenback, prominent farmers; Alex Beaver, who has the
finest ranch home in Ottawa County and is a good farmer and
stockman (he travels extensively and hes ambitions to visit
all Indian tribes in the United States), and Mr. and Mrs.
Ora Hampton, who have a fine barn that is used as a community
center for dances, sewing, religlous services, and anything
that the community desires.

Chief Victor Griffin tekes great interest in the

affairs of his people, expending both time and money in
their behalf.
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