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CHAPTER 1.
INTRODUCTION

""Recreation is a significant and wholesome part of the life of
every citizen and community.': according to J. Lee Brown (9)..

We as a people have learned that the recreation of our citizens
must be planned as thoroughly and scientifically as education, health,
and all the other elements of public welfare (9)..

In other areas our planning and work have brought us to the space
age. One by-product of our productivity has been leisure time, another
is a shrinking environment.

Space in the universe is infinitely expanding with new dimensions,
although space for the average individual is contracting and shall con-
tinue both actually and realistically to contract far beyond his normal
needs if the present parks and recreation areas are not preserved and
the remaining open spaces conserved. Open spaces are disappearing due
to the tremendous population increases and the suburbanization of America.
Our population is increasing at the present rate of 3,000,000 people
per year. It is estimated that by 1975, 225,000,000 people will be
living in the United States alone (42).

Stillwater, Oklahoma, a city of 36,600 people and the home of Okla-
homa -State University, is looking forward to the achievement of an
adequate recreation program for all of its citizens from tiny tots to

teens through senior citizens. The cooperative efforts of the park and

recreation department, other agencies and interested individuals have



been directed toward this goal (30) (36).

Oklahoma State University, through its auspices, has made Lake Carl
Blackwell available to the public for recreational uses such as boating,
water skiing, swfmming, fishing, camping, dining, picnicing, and related
activities.

Another important phase of this program.is the planning and develop;
ment of Boomer Lake Park area as a recreation park within the expanding
limits of Stillwater itself (30) (36).

A recreation park may be described as an area of 100 acres or more
set aside for the physical activity and passive enjoyment of the citizens
of fhe community.. It should have the advantages of attractive natural
scenery as well as open space (9).

Boomer Lake Park certainly possesses all the necessary requirements
of a recreation park with 862 acres of rolling hills and tree covered
valleys surrounding 300 acre Boomer Lake. Furthermore, it is easily
accessible to the entire town by way of State Highway 177 and Husband
Street. [t has dense, virtually unaltered, natural vegetation in the
upper north end of the lake area with winding stream-like fingers of the
lake reaching back into the trees.

This beautiful area is being surrounded by a nice residential
sector. Myers (36), the city planner, stated that there is an obvious
shift in population toward this area. To this time Boomer Lake Park has
grown '"like topsy'' with only spur of the moment development as the needs
of the population demanded somethihg (36).

The purpose of this study is to develop an effective proposal for
Stillwater's Boomer Lake Park. The park should be aesthetic as well as

easy and economical to maintain once it is actually developed. The park



proposal will designate space to be developed where people of all ages
can participate in any socially acceptable type of activity through

which they are recreated.



CHAPTER 1]
REVIEW OF LITERATURE
General Aspects of Recreation, Environment, and Need for Parks

Our cities of the past provided varied recreational programs. The
Greeks developed outdoor theaters and stadia. The Romans were empire
builders who emphasizea physical activities. Rome provided space for
such athletic events as lacrosse and boxing; however, her ajm was the
production of a superior warrior. From Egypt came: such passive games
as checkers and senet. The medieval cities were characterized by
attitudes of achievement of craftmanship and tournaments for the nobil-
ity; “Colonialculture emphaSJzedAgroup.participaqion_and,fe}JOWShip in
supplying necessities of daily living. Mobility and leisure time for
everyone has come to characterize our modern way of life, bringing
tremendous demands for more highways and more and better recreational
facilities where one's recreational needs can be met (49).

The nineteenth century witpessed the beginning breakdown of the
traditional prejudice against play and amusement. Man had to have
diversion.

Almost'simultaneously with the industrial revolution rapid develop-
ment of recreation facilities took place. "Man was seeking to reunite
himself through recreation with that very force, nature, which he had
fought. From nature he had won an aregs enclosed within his home and

city which was safe (49),



With the increased introduction of labor-saving devices, visdonary
citizens began to urge and émphasize physical training and outdoor
activities. The YMCA was founded in 1869. Los Angeles, California, was
the first American city to develop a separate recreation commission.

The Rotary club was initiated in 1905; the National Recreation Associa~
tion in 1906. 1In 1910, the Boy Scouts of America were organized, having
been adopted from England. The Lions were organized in 1914; the
Kiwanis in 1915,

Rigidity and tightness on one side and dissipation, incoherence, a
lack of self-collectedness, and aimless indulgence on the other side
seem to sum up the modern era. The automobile, good highways, and time
savers have made the U. S. a nation of mobile nomads (49).

The average working American has 3,000 waking hours off the job.
This is equal to 14 two-week vacations during a year, During these
3,000 hours he is spending 30 billion dollars on entertainment, sports,
clofhing, food, furniture, instruments, and other manufactured items
of modern leisure time activity (49).

The time that has been gained by labor-saving devices can make us
lazy and sedentary people, or it can free us to replace irksome physical
labor with enjoyable physical recreation.(39).

One of the favorite leisure time positions of the American people
is sitting, This is evidenced by television figures. Ninety percent
of the American population own a T.V. set. They spend a minimum of. 11
hours per week viewing programs and nine out of ten persons watch b hours
per day every week (4). Sitting in an easy chair watching television is
not a way to prolong life for the man over 40 years old. The man who

formerly "walked-it-off'' when irritated now "'drives-it-off't much to the



mortal hazard of himself and countless others. The chairman of the
medical division of the former Hoover Commission, states that the
average citizen is far less rugged than his father who ran, walked,
chopped wood, shoveled snow, pitched hay, and did the physical chores
which are so abhorent today({15).

Former presidents Eisenhower (25) and Kennedy (48}, as well as
J. Edgar Hoover, (28), agreed that we as a nation are underexercised.
They alse concurred that there shoﬁld be programs designed for broad
participation in physical exercise by all young men and women.

The strength of the United States depends upon the health of its
young people. We, as a people, must strive by determined and coordinated
efforts to improve the fitness of youth. |t is essential that the young
citizen recognize his obligation to himself, to his family, and to his
nation endeavoring to keep himself mentally, emotionally, spiritually,
socially, and physically fit (1).

Recreation can be a basis for sound physical health, daily tasks,
and human progress. Reasonable activity is absolutely necessary in
order to keep an individual physically fit. |In addition to keeping one
physically fit, recreation also teaches him how to live with others(zl)
Dr. James E. Montgomery (35} has stressed that demccracy is furthered
by recreation due.to its ability to stimulate cooperative and collabor-
ative group experiences which result in a leveling of some social
problems. The fullest of freedoms is exercised in recreation while
regimentation, intolerance, obligation, coercion, and rejection are
words unfamiliar to the world of recreation (35).

The proper type of recreation can help the child to mature by

providing the medium through which he learns his strengths, limitations,



and responsibility to others. The young adult can be renewed through
activity with social, physical, and mental connotations giving him an
all-pervading zest for life. . The older adult's physical needs remain
the same, but his social and economic status changes and recreation can
help him find new usefulness and purpose in life (3) (35).

One needs rest, relaxation, and recreation in the same way that he
needs to satisfy his body biologically, his brain inteltectually, and
his brain and body emotionally (3).

Recreation has been defined as that activity voluntarily engaged
in during leisure; primarily motivated by the pleasure or satisfaction
derived from it (34). Recreation is activity, not idleness; it is
action though it may be passive in nature. Recreation is more a matter
of emotion than of motion. What play is for one person may be work to
another.

Joseph' D. Prendergast'(uzyﬂstafesr

A little girl skipping a rope. A white haired Sunday
painter capturing a memorable view on canvas. A group of

teenagers planning a party. A father and son building a

short-wave radio in the basement. A family on a camping

trip. Recreation is all of these things and many more--

because they find happiness in doing them.

If a person is motivated by the desire to enjoy and/

or the realization that the result of such participation

will be personally satisfying to him, the action is likely

to be ''recreation’ {(49),

Recreation-is an art of living acquired in child-

hood. It implies freedom from psychic strains, from

physical troubles, from devitalizing fatigue, (49).

Daniels. (18) states:

Actually recreation in all of its forms. is one of our
major resources. in developing the ability to live with

some degree of serenity in our pressure laden and strife-
torn world.



Marion Clawson (14), in  the Dynamics of Park Demand, states:

Leisure and recreation are not synonymous, though they

are closely related. Some leisure may take the form of

mere idleness, of simply daing nothing, or some may take

anti-social forms of various kinds, such as juvenile

delinquency. Recreation, in any socially acceptable sense,

involves constructive activities for the individual and

the community.

Recreation is a world with many meanings. A large common element
seems to be a degree of self-expression. In satisfyiné recreation, the
individual and the group find activities and satisfactions which give
expression of his or their talents and interests.

A1l human behavior is stimulated by desires to serve; to gain; or
to give.expression and to create. Recreation appears to be a satisfac-
tory outlet for all of these desires. Is not life, itself, an active
experience? The psychological and physiological structure of man is
such that it leads to constant expression in many forms. . The form of
such expression is conditioned by cultural environment, by physical and
intellectual capability,:by haBit, attitude, and also by social influ-
ence. and interaction. Recreation offers an oppartunity for free
expression providing the best chance for creative living which is its
own reward (34).

The various definitions of recreation emphasize action: It may
be passive or active, but most often it is thought of as physical
participation in some activity which demands space. Regardless of the
activity whether passive or active, space must be available for satis-
fying recreation ((9). As Joseph Brown states ({(9): 'We need room in
which t§ be wrong_or we have no room in which to be right."

Joseph Prendergast (42) has said:

What good, | ask you, is 1,800,000 times 6 million,
million miles or more of space if a boy can't find enough



space in which to throw a ball, or a girl to skip a rope,
or old people to gossip in the sun.

‘Chapin (13), Williams (3), and Plant (41) believe overcrowding of
people is one of the major evils of our metropolitan societies. Whherent"
in the slums, they see overcrowding leading to frustration, irritatioﬁ,
and resentment. Individuality in the child is stifled, He is not
permitted the normal childhood illusions about sex, consequently he
becomes sexually maladjusted. A lack of privacy and space for the
individual results in mental strain, negativism, and irritation which
necessitate the constant vigilance of a protective barrier or !'shell®.
In the most dire of these cases schizophrenia is produced. The unfort-
unate slum dweller is denied even the solitude of a backyard in which
to find some rest and relaxation from the problems of the day.

Festinger (26) states where one lives, relation-wise, will influ-
ence the groups he will seek., Obviously, then persons living in
crowded conditions in the slum will seek associates from that area and
the frustrations and irritations with life will be multiplied and, -~ .
often is the case, they will manifest their feelings in anti-social
activities,

Man is a social beihg as well as a social product. Behavior is
learned. Children assume the dominant habits, desirable or non-
desirable, of the people with whom they are associated. People learn
the 1lves they lead. If children.are to be grown according to a
pattern, circumstances for living that coincide with that pattern must
~ be providea. A society which desires to rear good children must
provide a wholesome environment. Juvenile delinquency confesses that
poor conditions are maintained for the development of children (50).

Plant (41) says a lack of security is exhibited by a high percent-
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age of urban dwellers. Sixty-four and two-tenths percent of the Amer-
ican population live ih cities. (47).

The common man's habitat abounds in smallness: small: houses;; small:
rooms; crowded neighborhoods; small trees, if any; crowded work and
recreation spaces. For the thirty percent of the population who can
afford the ""American Standard of Living'' there are big houses, big rooms,
spacious neighborhoods abounding in big trees, comfortable work, and
recreation space (23).

Eckbo (23) states:

No easy rationalization about big trees for big people

and little trees for little people can destroy.this contra-

diction; the daily experience of the spacial richness of the

spreading oak, the spacial aspiration of the giant pine,

should be available to everyone.

According to Eckbo (23):

People live on the earth, on the land, but in the three
dimensional air-space, the atmospheric volume, immediately

above this’land surface. Plans and land-use maps may be

measured diagrammatically and abstractly. in square footage

and acreage, but space for living is measured in cubage, in

volumes of air space enclosed or organized with tangible

physical elements.  The term space may be used scientifi-

cally by astronomers, demagogically by reactionary politicians

-and abstrusely by artistic intellectuals, but to ordinary

people it has an ordinary practical meaning---room to live

in, to work in, to play in, to relax in.

Wherever one goes he is subjected to spacial sensation, indoors
and out, from birth to death., The spacial sensations which people
experience are common and as vital as food, clothing, sleep or sex.
Children have definite spaces which to. them are pleasant or unpleasant:
backyards; playgrounds; alleys; attics; railroad yards; etc, Most
pe0p1e can remember a favorite space from their childhood, but spacial

awareness seems dulled in adulthood, This could result from the fact

that the marjorfty of the population's spacial experiences are acutely



poverty-stricken (23).

Speculation in land and its chain of shoddy and miserly
land use and space conceptions have produced the poverty of
space for most American people, and the poverty of people
for most American space, which is the basic contradiction of
our environment.

So states Garrett Eckbo (23).

This is evidenced in terms of housing, slums, juvenile delinquency,
and fire risk, as well as in general worry and neurosis, hostility,
jangled nerves and the constant desire to get away from whatever place
one happens to be (23) ®%9).

Geoffrey A. Jellicoe (31)states;

Modern civilization is, in fact, tending to produce an
environment that is contrary to the natural condition of

man and therefore against his ultimate happiness and welfare.

According to Herbert Hoover (29), this century has brought marvel-
ouys discoveries and inventions easing and improving mankind's lot. At
the same time we should fear the slump in national morals and stir from
our apathy lessening certain evils , especially the crime among youth,

Hoover (29) states:

We are told that the remedy is the job of the parents,

the schools, the press, a cessation of corruption through

our mass communications and that it is the job of the

religious denominations. But we cannot ignore the fact that,

with the growth of slums and congested areas in our cities,

a new problem has arisen which cannot be reached by these

remedies, These kids outside their school and working hours

are forced to the street for air and play. It is here where

teen-age gangs and crimes are born,

The remedy is by prevention....not by a policeman and ;
prevention can only come from alternatives to life on the

streets. '

Recreation has a basic intrinsic function for a community which

is its own reward. However, for a number of years, recreation has been

a bulwark against juvenile delinquency. A recreation program need not
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be defended in terms of its ability to prevent juvenile delinquency (%).

The same technical advances which have provided more time for out-
door activities have spawned tremendous increases in metropolitan
populations which are crowding the open space out of the city (7).

Some of the most urgent needs for land are: land for leisure use;
for the enjoyment of the out-of=-doors; for relaxation; and for spiritual
refreshment {2).

Cities at large have awakened to the need; however, it is too
late in many cases, for their land is gone (47).

There is a great exodus of the middie-class American from the
central city; he is seeking space and the happiness which he correlates
with space (47).

Conformity and decent realization of leisure is quite prominent in
the suburbs. People visualize such conditions in the suburbs, for
clearly the norm of American aspiration is suburbia (21).

Levittown, Pennsylvania, was designed as a surburban city where
housing and recreation space were planned to be adequate (21).

From May, 1947, to November, 1951, 17,447 homes were built and
sold. Most of the residents commute to New York City. The key to their
moving to Levittown Qas "Tebensraum'!.

. School sites were placed at strategic points. Many parks and
playgrounds were incorporated with one community swimming pool for every
200 homes., Levitt donated a community center.

The community was sought for its surroundings. There were 16 basic
house designs with many varying facade treatments. Each property was
completely landscaped including shrubs, shade, and fruit t;ees (21).

Instant suburbia is a new way of life which Americans.]like, as
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evidenced by their mad rush to it. The illusionary bubble seems at the
point of bursting due in part to suburban sprawl, but also from a lack
of public open space and recreation areas plus the need for protection
of natural and scenic assets (47).

Unless drastic changes are made the decl.iine of"the urban:is. pot
going to be offest by a more attractive suburbia. The result is going

to be a vast suburban sprawl which is neither city nor country (24).

Richard Neutra, {37), in Survival Through Design, states that the
design of cities has too long been either utilitarian or non-utilftarian.
This has created an inexcusable drabness, Technological advances are
forcing a world-wide changing way of life. |If our technology and
living are to be intergrated, conscientious design is needed everywhere,
Designers in all fields can play a part in solving the complex delimma
of urban and conéinental alienation.

The effect of design can no longer be viewed in simple economic *
terms, but must be weighed in terms of environmental and social costs
(20).¢"

The permanency of our democratic form of government rests upon the
ability of social development to keep pace with industrial and technical
progress. A more abundant life for all necessitates a healthier and
happier environment with more beautiful and pleasant surroundings. The
cities must be well planned and orderly, serving not only the indust-
rial and commercial needs of the population, bu; satisfying as well,
cultural, esthetic, and recreational desires (iﬂ).

J. Lee Brown (9) beliéves recreation to be a significént and whole-
some segment of the life ofTeverybcitizehéénd commhnity;~”He.fu:ﬁher;

states that recreation is as much a public responsibility as is education
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and health (9).. Recreation has an intrinsic and legitimate function
of its own in the general welfare of the community (5).

Increasing family incomes, greater national wealth, and more
leisure time all spell greater opportunities for recreation, yet both
urban and suburban communities lack space and facilities for local,
weekend, or vacation recreation (24).

Laurance S. Rockefeller (47), writing as chairman of the National
Qutdoor Recreation Review Commission, states;

in creating the commission, Congress and the President
recognize that conservation for the physical, cultural, and
spiritual benefit of the American people is in a critical

period of transition as a result of new demands.

Marion Clawson (14 projected in 1960 in Dynamics of Park Design

that the demand for all forms of recreation will increase at an unprece-
dented pace during the next 25 years in the whole United States (I3)).
There will be a substantial rise in each of the factors

which most affect the demand for recreation; population, per

capita income, leisure time, and ease of travel. Growth in

any one of these separate factors would be significant; when

their gains are combined the impact on the need for parks and

other open space becomes a major challenge of our time.

In 1790, the United States had 4 million people. The population
had gradually increased to 150 million by 1950, and to 165 million by

1955. 1In 1960, the figure was close to 180 milljon people. The most

reasonable estimates establish that the total population will be 285
million by 1985, These figures assume no major devastation or global
war (14).

The Unites States census for 1960‘has shown that the Western,
South-central States of Oklahoma, Arkansas, Texas, and Louisiana have
{

increased in poputation by 15 percent or 2,200,000 from 1950 to 1960H5]),

The United States as a whole has increased in population by !9 percent.
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In 1960 the United States had a population of nearly 180 million which
is twice the number of 1910(14).

In 1960 there were 29,000,000 more people in the United States than
were in f950. The average age of the United States Citizen was 29%
years old. There were 40 percent more children.under 15 years old;
10 percent more people from 15-65 years of age, and 30 percent more

‘people over 65a(6)}. By 1980, it is estimated that one person out of

every seven people will be 65 years of age or older (49),
In 1960 there were 44 million students in grade and high schools
which was an increase of 16 million. There were 4 million people in

colleges or 1,500,000 more than there were in 1950 (6)..

Thirty million more of thesé citizens lived in cities, towns, and
suburbs which represents a 30 percent increase over the ten-yeér period.
There were 1,000,000 less people living on farms and in rural areas (6)..

Riemer (45) says that by the year 2,000 the urban population of
the United States should be 80 percent of the total,

In 1919 it required séme 26 millién workers of the totall05 million
United States population to produce the food, fuel, and other goods we
needed (49), In 1960, with a 60 pefcent increase in population the
number of workers remained virtually the same, 26 million, and they
were working a shorter week (6)..

The jobs for theée increased numPers of people came not from the
production industries, but from the sérvice industries. In 1919, there
were 14 million persons involved in the service industries such as
selling, moving, and storing goods including those in nursing, teaching,
entertainment, banking, insurance, and government. In 1960 almost

32 million Americans were working in such services. These figures
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dehote an unfolding era of automation and labor-saving devices which
create new natijonal wealth through the production of more godds and

services for more people. This will open vistas of greater leisure

and fuller living f(6).

It is estimated that by 1975, the standard of living per family
will then approximate the $25,000 class of 1957 (hé).

Parks and open spaces have become increasingly important as the
population has grown and changed and the standard of living has risen.

Presently exploding urban and suburban population is tending to
overburden the existing parks and recreational facilities. Continuous
effort must be guided toward providing and maintaining adequate park
space to serve the increasing population (17).

Billions of dollars will have to be spent to provide facilities
for recreation equipment such as boats and cars at beaches, camping
apparatus, camps and parks.

The Republican Committee on Program and Progress (47) favors the
use of public lands for an expanding program of park and recreation
deve lopment.

'"Mission 66" was a 10-year program of the United States Department
of Interior to provide more roads, accommodations, and services in an
enlarged National Park System {&7).

Parks with an emphasis on horticulture are natural sites for
recreation because much of America seeks outdoor activities, however,
if there should be a conflict between park and recreation interests,
it must be remembered that human needs and interests have priority.

Parks are for people (50).



Robinson (45) states:

In zeal for pavements one forgets the trees; in zeal
for trees the thoroughfare is forgotton,

Like the whole movement for civil aesthetics, the
wish for large parks is a product of mature civilization.

Aristotle (43) defines a city as: "A place where men live a
common life for a nable énd.“

In the capitals of Europe during the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries lavish royal pleasure parks were developed. They flourished
with ornate sculpture, fountains, and other decorative features. These
parks are now the property of the public or else the people are free to
use them,

The profession of landscape architecture came into being as it is
known today through the design and construction of these great royal
parks (32).

Europe was formerly looked to for examples of parks and park
systems, but that is no longer necessary.

Patrick Abercrombie (82), well known British planner, has stated:

A properly graded park system, into which is fitted

all types of open space from the smallest children's play~

ground to the green belt of surrounding fields and the

distant reserve of wild country was first worked out in

the U.S.A.

The park movement in America began with the appointment of
Fredrick Law Qlmsted, Senior, as Architect-in-Chief for Central Park
in New York City in 1858. This marked an important change in the
relationship between the landscape architect and society, He was
employed by the people at large, through duly elected government

representatives rather than by private interests. It was the first

time a landscape architect had been called on to plan and organize a



large body of public open space (23).

Olmsted, who planned Central Park, wrote (38)§:ﬂ

Provisions for the improvement of the ground, however,
pointed to something more than mere exemption from urban
conditions, namely, the formation of an opposite class of
conditions remedial of the influences of urban conditions.

.Since the formation and development of New York City's Central
Park, in 1958, the public parks of America have sought to offset the
apparently unavoidable results of urbanization (23).

Parks have traditionally been spaces set aside to permanently
afford man the opportunity to forget the city and its tensions through
relaxation. People's needs vary‘with local situations therefore park
design varies with local. Where they should be and how they should be
developed necessitates the best reasoning and combined skills of such
professional persons as the architect, landscape architect, engineer,
biologist, sociologist, and recreation director. The needs of the
people must be first in mind. The supreme function of parks is for
recreation for people. Formerly most parks provided only semi-passive
activities; however, now that more activity is needed, the parks are

the place for it; but the dominant idea of peaceful surroundings should

never be forgotton in present or future parks (22).
Landscape and Recreation Space Planning Principles for Parks

Industrial concerns seeking new locations frequently evaluate a
community's spirit by the quality of its public recreation program and
by the interest taken in beautification through the public park system,
They retain serious reservations about locating in a community which
doesn't provide a wholesome living environment through comprehensive

park and recreation programs (L46). .



19

Planhing, when thought of invits broadest sense qf the community
recreation system, involves the analysis of the public need, evaluation
of existing facilities, and the selection of sites for development to
meet specific needs (9)..

The recreation director should formulate a set of space require-
ments for the local situation using the space standards for average
conditions as his guide (9)..

There are four criteria which space standards must satisfy: 1. They
must adequately meet the needs to which they are related; 2. They must
be tested by experience; 3. They must be accepted to expert practit-

ioners; 4. They must be reasonably attainable (49).

The most general standard has been established for all cities and
towns which is one acre of park space for every one hundred persons

living in a given area.

Generally all planners seemingly agree that each city should have
playlots for children-less than 5 years of age. Where the population
density of young children is high, a playlot should be provided in each
block or superblock enabling them to reach it without crossing any
streets. The size usually varies from 6,000 to 10,000 square feet of
space. Each child requires about 75 square feet of play space. This

assumes that the area would be supervised at all times.

The neighborhood playground or recreation center is quite frequent-
ly combined with the elementary school. The average required is usually
two to seven acres with five acres being a desirable minimum. The
playground should serve primarily the children from 5 to 14 years of

age and their families. Supervision is also necessary in this area,
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especially for the e]ementarybgroups.'AEach-child ph the playground will
require about 150 square feet of space. One-third of the neighborhood
children may be playing on the field at once. Minimum sized playgrounds
can serve a population of 80 persons per'a;re within one~fourth mile of
row-house or apartment house type densities. Where there are no through
streets and the population density is less than 10 persons per acre, the
radius served could extend five-eighths or three-fourths of a mile.

An intermedjate area or playfield provides recreation for persons
normally between the ages of 15 to 24 years old, Ten to twenty acres
is required. Each person playing on the field requires 600 sqqare feet
of space. It is preferable that no one has to travel further than one
mile to reach the area; however, depending upon the population density
the radius served may extend to two or three miles, .Since most people
will come to the area by automobile adequate offstreet parking should
be provided.

Neighborhood: parks usually are located to take advantage of some
specific séenic opportunity. There are no standards governing these
parks, but they are frequently combined with some of fhe3recreational
facilities.

The recreation park or community pafk should occupy. one hundred
acres and can be as large as five hundred acres. Every community should
have a park of this type; however, in cities of less than 15,000 popu-
lation it may not be economically feasible to obtain one hundred acres
for natural park area only,

The forgoing standards are supported by Brown (9i), Daniel (18),
Lewis (32), Meyer (3%), opperman (39), and Reimer (k).

The city-wide recreation park should serve all areas, and ages. of
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the city or urban area., Special areas and facilities may be separate
or a part of the recreation park, but normally it provides facilities
not found in other parks such as golf, boating, and gardens as well as
pleasant natural surroundings affording relaxation from tensions of
modern life (34), (L49).

In Planning for Recreation Areas and Facilities. in Small Towns

and Cities, J. Lee Brown (9) elaborates on the recreation space features
of the city ahd recreation parks. Specific space standards exist for
various recreational activities and the location of these features
varies with the site and need, Several of the principal standards
suggested by Brown (9) are presented in Appendix A, pages 78 and 79.

Piece~meal planning, the consideration of each site as a separate,
unrelated entity, almost inevitably results.in the selection of sites
that are too sparse or congested or non-related to school and cultural
facilities (49).

Once an area has begun to develop the opportunities to select the
best recreation sites are greatly diminished. Sites for large parks
should be selected even prior to the street pattern.

Prior selection of recreation spaces permits better cooperation of
school and recreation agencies to create better facilities to serve more
people. In addition, purchases of non-developed land before the sub-
divider starts saves the taxpayer considerable amounts of money. No
money need he expended on development of these areas until the need
arises. Dollars cannot buy what farsighted action can preserve such as
scenic beauty which woula other wise be destroyed (29), (h9).

The ground which is often unsuited for commercial and residential

use due to topography may be well suited for the recreation landscape
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park (29). However, the site shoﬁld be investigated for such consider-
ation as excessive amounts of necessary rock removal; poor sub-surface
water conditions; and pdor drainage, The increase in land and
.developmenta] expense necessitates greater attention to site selection
and the proper analysis of surrounding conditions (39).

In the selection of large park sites It is important that they be
located centrally. However, convenient transportation is equally
important. Most people will travel to these areas by automobile or
by public conveyance; therefore, deviations from the principle of
central location is justifiable if major traffic arteries and public
transit systems serve the park.

Once a park site has been selected it must be examined in regard
': to its size which more or less fits into a given category of parks.

Its development should then be considered using the local recreatioﬁ
standards or survey as a guide. For standards relating to Stillwater
. see bage SO.of'Appende A.

' The Faﬁlts of“the city plan are made quite obvious when intelligent
park design is not included (11).

fhe first principle of recreation park design is a cognizance that
the areas of the park are to be for people, their use, comfort,
convenience, health, and enjoyment (12).

The second principle one should recognize is that the combined
efforts of such people as the engineer, architect, landscape architect,
recreation director, sociologist, and park director are required to
effect a truly functional park plan (17), (22), (43).

The third principle is that of provision of areas for all age

groups. There should be no conflicts between the various age groups (40)..
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According to Hubbard (29) provision for many people should be made
in the large pérk, yet in at least some of its extent it should not be
crowded by them. Thus, the open spaces of the park should be large
enough to present some feeling of extent. These same spaces should not
be intruded upon: by :the sight of town-made structures.

The fourth principle is that the topography should be studied and
utilized to the best advantage in locating facilities (L1).

The fifth principle the designer should recognize is that facilities
for physical recreation are necessary to the health of-the people (43).
Also in the recreation park tranquil landscaped areas which achieve
an environment of natural beauty should be provided for passive recrea-
tion (44), (27).

A sixth and very important principle to be considered is that the
basic layout should form a functional skeleton upon which the present
day activities can.grow-in proportion and eventually reach maturity
in a well developed park. It should be capable of absorbing the changes
in time and activities without forfeiting the fundamental purpose of
serving people by providing a rewarding and memorable experience each
time the area is visited. The plan should be comprehensive enough for
each area to be related and interdependent on the other, thus protecting
the whole from encroachment of such non-related uses as public buildings,
expressways, private enterprise, and others who might wish to delete
a part of the area for special purposes (12).

A seventh principle or consideration is that of year round use of
the area which is particularly important in those areas having 1imited
space and developmental funds (40).

The eighth principle is that the designer should so plan as to
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minimize thé mounting cost of operation, supervision, policing, and
maintenance of public areas. High maintenance and supervision costs
often consume developmental funds (i2).

Trial and error should long ago have vanished from the scene of
our technology society. Further, the ugliness and shoddiness produced
by a concept of pragmatic utility should cease to be permitted (37).

The recreation area can be a proud feature of the community or it
can be undesirable and thus reflect property valués. It:is shHortsighted
and poor business to creat something which will depreciate property
values (I)..

A city achieves its character and many of its lasting values and
living amenities from the number and arrangement: of its open spaces.

No community should develop a recreation park until a plan by a
competent designer has been formulated (33). Since anyone can pour
vconcrete, move soil, and plant trees, many are, where funds are low,

tempted to do it themselves; but because of the importance of such areas;

it is wise economy to hire a designer (}4).

Mr. G. Leslie Lynch (33), a professional recreation planner and
landscape architect, states that a designer of parks must attack his
problem similar to the method a writer or painter evolves his composi=
tion: 1. He informs himself of the subject; 2. He outlines his major
considerations; 3. He completes the details.

Prior to starting a design the landscape architect must have
certain items. They are:

1. A topographic mab of the site showing the contours,

structures, trees, rock out-croppings, utility and

sewer lines, boundary streets and any helpful site
information.

2. A site inspection which will acquaint him with the



25

land features. He must familiarize himself with the
community recreation needs. If a comprehens$ive recrea-
tion survey is not available then the situation must be
evaluated by personal observation.

3. Major factors which will effect the design are:

(A) The site selection;

(B) The area size in relation to the population served;
(C) The approach direction;

(D) The age groups to be served;

(E) The general topographic: character of the park;;
(F)! Maintenanhce, recreation and supervisory funds (33).

Garrett Eckbo (23) stated that in parks the primary elements of
landscape design are trees and grass with which water combines most
attractively.

The landscape design emphasis of a recréation park should be upon
achieving and environment of beauty and preservation of natural points
of interest, Provision for natural woodland and water for informal
outdoor recreation activities should be made. If the area possesses
natural features such as beaches, lakes, streams, hills, and woodland
emphasize these, but also develop gardens, picnic areas, boating areas,
bathing beaches and other activities as well as field sports and court
games which may be readily accessible near the perimeter. Ample parking
space and comfort stations must be provided. |[f the area is to be used
during night hours, lights on roads, walks, and in activity areas will
be necessitated (9), (27), (32, (34, (&41), (hb).

When the type of park the area is to be has been defined,  the
selection of areas within the park should begin (32). Open areas offer
the most diversified uses and easiest upkeep. High .crowned deciduous
trees surrounding these areas provide a place for resting and viewing
@9).

The circulation system forms the skeleton of the design by its
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beauty of line and reasonable ingress and egress to the various recrea-
tion areas.

The main entrance should be the key to the circulation system, It
should be at a most accessible point. In addition the design of the
main entrance should determine whether the park is predominantly for
pedestrians or motorists. It should also characterize the nature of the
park.

The circulation route should lead the visitor over the entire route
with reasonable directness to the various features of interest arranged
in a logical order within the circulation frame. Although through
traffic is not desirable, pleasure drives withfn a park are satisfactory,
Certain controls are necessary for scenery, fresh air, and safety;

Parks are not speedways 63)’(29).

Roads within the park should not encroach on the pedestrians'
enjoyment very greatly, but the roads should be pleasant to drive on
with easy gradients and ample and safe turns.

As park use grows, walks may become necessary. These should be as
congonusnasvpos§ibJe"in‘woédéd areas. . If the foot traffic.is.not
éxcessive an erosion control surface of tanbark, pine needles, or
leaves will be sufficient. Otherwise, it is necessary for walks to be
‘hard surfaced.

If large areas of the park are flat or seen at once, considerable
thought must be given to the walk design effect,

Four considerations for the walk design are: 1. The pattern made
with turf or nearby shrubs; 2. The beauty of line considered simply
from design line flow; 3. The adaptation of the lines to the flow of

traffic; 4. The fitting of the walks to the topography.
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Walks and. drives should circuit the park so as to display the
views, not to break them (29).

Areas within the recreation park may be designed for walking,
picnicking, folk dancing, swimming, games, coasting, skating, boating,
archery, and golf and tennis on grass courts. Areas fo} amphitheaters
and an arboretum have: their part in park space. Golf may be quite a
dangerous game where numbers of people are doing other things in the
general area. It is best located in a separate park area (29).

Archery, too, is somewhat dangerous, but during the day the sport
can be easily restricted.

Active sports such as coasting and skiing should be restricted to
certain areas.

Again, baseball, cricket, and football are relatively‘safe for the
participants, but somewhat dangerous to nearby people doing other things.
Matched teams and spectators should be restricted to a playfield."

By judicious cutting in native woods the desirable trees should be
left. Picnic areas need enduring trees. Certain vistas should be
opened and others closed. Much of the wooded area may be left unchanged.

Natural ponds or lakes tend to have margins unsuited for foot
traffic. If people are to walk along the shore, a sand or gravel beach
is almost the only answer.

Comfort stations are very necessary in barks of any size,especially
in the large recreation parks. They should be screened from other park
areas, but their location should be made obvious by designating signs.

From the users view, there should be a sufficient screen between
the city and the park. This screen should be composed of trees and

shrubs (29).
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Plantings in the park should be concentrated on trees for shade
and color. More than any other element, trees are necessary in the
landscape. They have visual, auditory, and shade amenities (10). When
combined with turf and shrubs, they can reduce sound by 65 percent (8).
They discourage unrelated uses of areas and frequently soften the
architectural blunder (10).

Shrubs should be used chiefly as dividers between areas such as
play and swimming. They may also be used to direct traffic and deter
foot traffic on steep slopes. Excessive use of shrubs generally
increases mainfenance.

Structural shelters to protect from rain and wind may be placed
~ to take advantage of a view or to draw attention to a view. Their
design should be in keeping with the park, but this does not justify
so much irregularity that the structure loses some of its purpose.

It is also legitimate to place a restaurant shelter where large
groups of people congregate such as at an amphitheater or in a boating
area. Selection of buildings for a park should depend upon the use
for which the park was designed.

The construction of public buildings in a public park, on the
basis that the park offers a good background, is unwise utilization.
Service buildings and residence buildings for park emb]oyees should be
screened from the park areas, but they should be accessible (29).

Object design is composed of all the enrichments included in an
enclosure (23).

To give landscape rhythm and continuity, buildings should be
grouped into large scale units which have a scale relation to the form

of the hills. Tree patterns, if similar in continuity, may have a
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force comparable to those of buildings and hills which will help unite
the parts and elements; then contradictions between deVelopment and
site can be resolved, producing a better quality design than the mere
accumulation of elements (23).

Park land may look wild, but that constitutes no. justification for
using the area as a wasteland for.whatever purpose (29),

The third dimension of space definition includes all design. The
fourth dimension is the time of occupancy for the individual "(23).

The time has come for the beginning of the rebhildiné of our
environment from the smallest element. This rebuilding should be done
not simply for efficiency and beauty, but for the satisfaction of all
of our senses, This is a primary job of.the profession of landscape
architecture which seeks to create harmony between man and his natural

surroundings (31).



CHAPTER i1t

AN EVALUATION OF THE RECREATION FACILITIES AND LANDSCAPE

FEATURES OF BOOMER LAKE RECREATION PARK

The following on site evaluation of existing landscape plantings
and recreation facilities was conducted during June and July of 1970 to
support a landscape land use proposal for Boomer Lake Park, City of
Stillwater, Oklahoma.

The evaluation was made beginning at the municipal power plant near
the primary entrance. Refer to Area 1, Figure 1, page 68.

There are 862 acres contained in Boomer Lake Park representing
various topography and facilities in various stages of development.

One cannot traverse the entire park area with ease either as a
pedestrian or as‘a motorist due to the fact that residential areas and
city streets divide the park as defined by the heavy black border seen
in Figures 1 and 2, pages 68 and 69. As a whole, one can traverse that
portion of the park shown in Figure 1, page 68, as a pedestrian or
motorist. That area north of Airport Road depicted in Figure 2, page
69, can best be completely traversed‘on foot.

There are 5.8 miles of well identified roads in and around the park
including sections of Airport Road, Knoblock Street, and that portion
of Husband Street which forms the eastern boundary. Roads within the
park are represented as broken or dashed lines in Figures 1 and 2,

One can negotiate all 5.8 miles of the roads with little difficulty,

30
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though the oiled sections of the road on the western side of the park
are in almost>constant need of repair. |

Iroan posts embedded in concrete along the west side park roadway
in Areas 1-8, Figure I, prevent motorists' encroaching on park space
with automobiles,

The area near the power plant is very neatly maintained and properly
mowed at all times. There is a mobile home development across the
street south from the primary entrance and west from the plant. This
area is somewhat less than attractive and well-maintained from the park
side. In the immediate area of the power plant, it is particularly
noisy. Refer to Area 2,‘Figure 1.

From ‘the municipal power plént to Area 6, Figure 1, a déminishing,
but offensive noise can be heard. The degree of noise varies with wind
velocfty.

There is no identification sign, per se, near any entrance to
Boomer Lake Park. However, the park rules are displayed on a sign at
the primary entrance, and again at the secondary entrance on Washington
Street. See Area 7, Figure 1. The rules and hours are stated. They
are:; There shall be no fishing or boating without a‘permit; There shall
be no fireams; No parking in areas no so designated; and, No parking
after 9:00 p.m.

.Definite parking areas are limited throughout the park. There is
a small parking area, only for those who are fishing, just éouth of the
lake inlet in Area 1, Figure 1. There is another area for parking,
while fishing or boating only, immediately south of the caretaker's
home in Area 2. |

Area 1 has little to offer the park visitor, Washington Street,
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which is also U. S. Highway 177, is a major traffic route for ingress
and egress into the City of Stillwater. This Street forms one of the
western boundaries of the park. Traffic noise from Washington Street
is quite audible in Areas 1, 2, 5, 6, & 7, Figure 1.

Beginning near the primary entrance, Area 1 along Washington

Street, there is a row of Pin Oaks, Quercus palustris, planted approxi-

mately every 50 feet from Lakeview Drive north to Harned Place. The
majority of the trees are in good condition. This planting stops 200
feet both north and south from the secondary entrance, Area 7, Figure 1.

From the power plant northward there is a very loose scattering

of arborvitaes, Thuja orientalis, Ponderosa Pines, Pinus ponderosa, and

Siberian Elms, Ulmus pumila. These are primarily located east of the

park road until one reaches the point where the lake inlet comes closest
to the road in Area 2. The terrain at this point is quite steep,
forming the drainage channel to Boomer Lake from the hills. 1|t is here

where several large Cottonwood trees, Populus deltoides, and Eastern

Red Cedars, Juniperus virginiana, form a partial privacy screen and

sound barrier from the traffic on Washington Stréet° Refer to Areas
1 and 2, Figure 1.

As one proceeds along the roadway north of Area 2 and across Areas
5 and 6 between the caretaker's home and the army reserve installation,
there is a loose scattering of arborvitaeé, Ponderosa Pines, Sycamores,

Platanus occidentalis, and Siberian Elms. These plantings are not

grouped in any way whatsoever. They stand as single specimen. Some
are quite picturesque while others only occupy space. This planting
pattern characterizes. the poor arrangement of plantings throughout the

developed area on the west side of Boomer Lake. Unfortunately, the vast
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majority of these plantings neither screen for privacy, define areas
for use, nor cast usable shade. Such a poorly arranged planting,
typified here, deters the cohesive relationship of areas in a large
park such as Boomer Lake Park.

Area 2, Figure 1, has the only suitable terrain for an amphitheater
in Boomer Lake Park. The grade is very steep from the roadway south to
the lake. Immediately north of the sharp curve in the road, the land
is eroded, but is being filled. When the filling is completed, the
grade wijl be level enough for parking. A small electrical service
building, city water tower, and the Army Reserve installation are
located along Washington Street north of Area 2. These structures,
extremely utilitarian in appearance, are poorly screened from sight in
Areas. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6, Figure 1.

The caretaker's home, floating fishing dock, the concrete recrea-
tion pier, and small swimming pier comprise the facilities in Area 3,
Figure 1. There is a sign in the parking area south of the caretaker's
home stating that all boats must have permits. Permits are available
from the caretaker. The caretaker's home is reasonably screened by
plantings from the concrete pier and Areas 4 and 5. There is no
screening, however, for the west exposure of the caretaker's home as
one might approach from Area 2. The concrete recreation pier is
completely barren. The wood attached to the swimming pier is rotten,‘

There is a planting of Bald Cypress, Taxodium distichum, on 75

foot intervals in the lake beginning immediately north of the recrea-
tion pier, Area 3, and continuing to the Harned Place exit near Area 8,
Figure 1. The placement of these trees varies from five to fifteen

feet from the shoreline.
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Area 4 is a sunny, grass-covered section between the shoreline and
the park roadway. The grade at the shoreline varies from the waterline
to eighteen to twenty inches above the water. The lake marginis
primarily weedy,

There is off-street parking provided at the Kiwanis Kiddie Park
section in Area 5, Figure 1.

The entire Kiwanis Kiddie Park is outlined by a chain and post
barrier painted alternatingly blue and yellow. This barrier constitutes
a mowing hazard as well as a safety hazard to any person who might be
running in the area, In a large park such as Boomer Lake Park, it is
completely unnecessary to so delineate an area as this one has been
done. The Kiwanis Club developed the park with the following play
equipment: two swing units, one large, one small, with three swings
each; two slides, one standing free and the other attached to the smaller
swing set; one climbing device; two concrete tables with attached seats;
there is also an 18 x 14 foot concrete sandbox with concrete corner
seats containing very little sand and a profusion of weeds, indicating
that it is seldom used. At one time, it apparently had a shelter, but
none exists at present. There is one ghelter with two wood and steel
tables with attached seats. Water, a charcoal grill and trash disposal
are provided at the shelter. There are children's restrooms immediately
behind the shelter; however, as is the case in many public parks, these
are defunct and would be used only in case of emergency. There is one
bench near the road as one approaches from the parking area.

in this play area, especially for small children shade is
inadequate. In the summer it is a rather hot area non-conducive to

play. The trees here, too, have been scattered with little thought as
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to pattern of use, play, or shade. Young Sycamores and Pin Oaks,

Siberian Elms, Scotch Pines, Pinus sylvestris, and old arborvitaes,

constitute the landscape planting.

The sound of the power plant can be very strong in the Kiddie's
Play Park and may help to explain why there is much less use made of
this area than of the children's play space in Area 8, Figure 1.

To the northeast of the Kiwanis Kiddie Park and between the roadway
and the shoreline, there are three wood and steel picnic tables with
seats attached. Each picnic table sits on a concrete pad and one has
a roof. A charcoal grill is provided at each picnic site along the
shoreline. The picnic sites are about 200 feet apart. In this area

there are numerous native American Elms, Ulmus americana, and Black

Willows, Salix ﬁiﬂgg, which follow the shoreline around the lake inlet
between Areas 6 and 7, Figure 1.

Area 6 is a relatively open, igently sloping section. In addition
to the Pin Oaks along Washington Street previously discussed, there
are four very picturesque Ponderosa Pines and six arborvitaes{near the
Army Reserve installation. A rather large drainage ditch frém Washing-
ton Street to the lake divides this area, Other than these the area
is free of any encumberment to the secondary entrance.

The roadway surfacing is oiled from the primary entrance until it
intersects the asphalt paving from the secondary entrance on Washington
Street. Beginning at the southeast corner of this intersection,
between Areas 6 and 7, Figure 1, there is a small arboretum planting
designated '"Garden for the Blind'. This apparently supplements the
arboretum-flower garden at the top of the hill in Area 7. There is

a low, poorly constructed rock wall which encircles most of the plant-
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ings, There is a circle of concrete aroynd each individual plant. A
series of elevated rock planters has been constructed with poor quality
asphalt walkways between the planters. That the area is not visited
is made obvious by the fact that one can hardly negotiate the walks due
to the prodjigious growth of weeds. There is a single line of elevated
irrigation sprinklers arranged through the center of thisvgiboretum
planting., There is a small parking lot immediately east of the garden,
but a drainage ditch makes entering from the lot somewhat difficult,
lmmediéte]y south of the encircling wall, there is a band of open space
about six feet wide. From there the grade is rather steep to the .lake
though not so steep that one could not walk to the water's édge,
Considerable undergrowth exists on the slope. The plants along the
water's edge. are predominately American Elm, Black Willow, Cottonwood,
and Mulberry, Morus rubra. Within the garden-there is an utter dis-
regard for family and genus grouping of“b]antings. For a complete
listing of the species and number of plants in this planting refer to
Appendix B, page 86.

Across the road from shelter no. 1, near the shore, there is a
concrete picnic table with one bench., The area between the roadway
and the lake margin to the Harned Place exit is relatively open,
although, the shoreline planting of Bald Cypress is interpersed with

Weeping Willows, Salix babylonica. The grass is adequately maintained

to permit use of the area. In occasional spots one can easily walk to
the water's edge. Though the entire area.is gently sloping from the
roadway to the lake, sudden grade changes of eighteen to twenty-four
inches are common along the lake mérgin. This rough grade prevents

mowing along the water's edge which discourages wading in the shallow
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waters along the shoreline, This grassy beach-1jke area abruptly
terminates in a clump of trees and undergrowth located in line with the
north boundary. Refer to Areas 7 and 8, Figure 1.

The asphaltic road divides to form a loop near the north boundary
as one approaches the Harned Place exit. The eastern leg of the loop
is oiled until it exits on Harned Place. The oiled roadway section is
in extreme need of repair.

Area 7 begins at the secondary entrance on Washington Street. The
park roadway is the dividing line between Areas 6 and 7. This area
comprises some 18 acres of relatively unencumbered space, It is the
largest such space in Boomer Lake Park. Area 7 contains the Girl
Scout section, shelters 1 and 2, and the arboretum-flower garden,

From the ‘secondary entrance between Areas 6 and 7, there is a

planting of Evergreen Euonymus, Eugnymus japonicus, immediately behind
a chain and post barrier borderiﬁg each side of the entry road for
some 200 feet. This barrier effectively prevents any parking at this
point, therefore this section of the park is rarely used.

The Girl Scout: area designated‘from park space is 600 feet long
and 200 feet wide, the long side being parallel with the north boundary
near Harned Place. Refer to Appendix.A, page 83. Other than a dense
windbreak-1like planting there is no development in the Girl Scout area.
The planting predominates in Siberian Elm: and Black Locust, Robinia

pseudoacacia.

There are three well desinged shelters FacinngOOmer Lake north of
the roadway in Areas 7 and 8. At each of the shelters water, charcoal
grills, and trash disposal provision are provided. In addition there -

are fireplaces in each of the shelters. Each has a concrete floor and
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serving tables with seats.

Though the shelters are not lighted, there are street lights near
them.,

One enters the shelters by means of steps from the parking lots
which are some eight feet lower than the shelter grade level. A
parking space for ten to twenty automobiles exists directly in front
of each shelter. However, at peak periods of use, parking space is
inadequate.

Park shelter No. 1 is 22 x 47 feet, It could accommodate about 100
people. It is the shelter seen upon entering the park from the second~
ary entrance on Washington Street. There are no plantings of any
consequence immediately around shelter No. 1.

Shelter No. 2 is 25 x 70 feet. It could accommodate groups of
approximately 120 people. There is a clipped hedge of Evergreen
Euonymus on the shelter grade level bordering the parking area. A

large Arizona Cypress, Cupressus arizonica, terminates. the hedge crowd-

ing the stairs at the west entrance to the shelter.

Between play Area 8, Figure 1, and shelter No. 2 an unusually
large amount of broken glass exists.

Shelter No. 3 in Area 8 is 15 x 33 feet and could accommodate

groups of 15 to 25 persons, The parking here is bordered with Winter

Jasmine, Jasminum nudiflorum. The top of the stairs from the parking

lot is considerably crowded by a planting of Crapemyrtle, Lagerstroemia
indica, and East Palatka Holly, llex opaca, :'East Palatka'.

Beginning immediately east of shelter No. 1 there is a row of Pin
Oaks on $G.f90t centers. They are planted parallel to the roadway,

25 feet from the center line.
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Beginning a short distance west of shelter No. ] there is the
beginning of a scattered planting of young trees. This planting becomes
densé]y populated between shelters 1 and 2 to the north boundary. In
this area one could have difficulty playing any type of active game
without running into a tree trunk. The arboretum area on top of the
hill s a part of this planting.

Though Area 6, on the landscape land use map, is designated as the
arboretum the existing arboretﬁm area is located near the north boundary
between sheltérs lcand 2. |t, too, is planted with complete abandon
of family and genus grouping. A poorly constructed rock retainer wall
forms the north and east boundary. Concrete curbing outlines the beds.
There are no signs anywhere in the park signifing that such a planting
exists. It is not easily seen from any vantage point near the shelters
nor the roadway. |In fact, one's attention is drawn toward the lake
upon entering‘the park. Thus, few persons visit the arboretum, Refer
to Area 7, Figure 1. For a complete listing of species of trees and
shrubs of four inches and less caliper see Appendix B, page 86.

Between the existing arboretum and the well-designed play space
of Area 8, there are absolutely no trees. In the late afternoon many
groups and individual families with children come to the park to eat and
to play in this area. Until sundown, there is absolutely no shade in
the children's play area and little for the shelters. The broiling
late afternoon sun is difficult to look into and poses a deterrant to
play since the parent as well as the child must avqid looking into the
sun's direct rays.

A play structure, located approximately midway between shelters 2

and 3, is well designed having many angular sides, The structure
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occupies an area approximately 75 feet long and 50 feet wide. The
structure is built into the side of the hill some 50 feet from the
-roadway, There are six play levels varying from two feet below the
grade to seven feet above the grade. The bottqm of the structure is
covered with sand. This intriguing structure provides an opportunity
for imaginative play for elementary children. Many children and adults
are drawn to this structure. Refer to Area 8, Figure 1.

There is an area of play equipment defined by concrete curbing
immediately west of the play structure. The play equipment consists
of two units of six swings each; one slide; three teeter-totters; and
four metal horses mounted on old auto coil springs,

The upper portion of Area 8 can be quite noisy when the wind
carries the sounds of children's voices from their play area.

Shelter No. 3 has previously been discussed; however, the only
restrooms in Areas 7 and 8 are immediately west of shelter No. 3. These
restrooms, though functional, are continually dirty; so much so that
one will leave the park rather than use these facilities.

North of shelter No. 3 near the road, there are three Pissard Plums,

Prunus cerasifera. Two young Eastern Red Cedars, in the same area,

pose a potential hazard to a view of the lake.

From Washington Street to Husband Street, Airport Road, running,
east and west, divides Boomer Lake Park almost equally. A small sign
along Airport identifies Stillwater's Nature Center and ''prohibits any
alteration'' of:the area. Refer to Area 9, Figure 1.

The nature center is bounded on the west by Washington Street; on
the south by Lake Shore Drive; on the north by Airport Road; and on the

east by Boomer Lake. The predominate black border on the west boundary
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of Area 11, Figure 2, page 69, is Knoblock Street. From Washington
Street to Knoblock Street along Airpoft Road for a varying width of
some 200 feet there are few trees. From this area southward to the
lake, is an area virtually unaltered with native trees and natural

vegetation. Predominant is Black Locust, Green Ash, Fraxinus pennsyl

vanica.lanceolata; Black Willow, and American Elm. Hackberry, Celtis

occidentalis, Small Flowered Dogwocd, Cornus drummondii, and Wild Grape,

Vitis aestivalis, also exist in this area. A drainage ditch passes

under Airport Road and flows through thfs area and into the lake. There
is an extremely unique quality to this small area, in that once through
the undergrowth on the outer edge of the trees, one can easily become
completely divorced from any cognizance of civilization. The wind and

" vegetation obliterate all but the immediate sounds of nature. The soil
is covered with a layer of decaying leaves and 1limbs lessening tHe
sounds of footsteps.

About 150 feet west from Knoblock Street one encounters an obscure
road entering the nature center terminating on a barren rough graded
area of some three acres. Refer to Area 10, Figure 1. Soil removal
was apparently done to provide fill for the road bed to the bridge that
now carries traffic across the lake on Airport Road. There is an upper
area of some two acres virtually level with Airport Road and the graded
area some'IZ feet lower which joins the lake, The lake in fhis area ig
apparently shallow‘enough for play for a distance of 200 or more feet
from the shore. The wjnd is strong, giving the area a pleasant beach-
like aura. From a line extended from Knoblock Street southward the
graded area continues for 670 feet eastward where it,términates in the

roadway embankment. At this point about 150 feet of the area is covered
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with a growth of Gottonwood, Black Willow, Button=-Bush, Cephalanthus

occidentalis, and assorted grasses and weeds.

‘Along Knoblock Street from Airport Road to Ute Avenue, there is a
gently sloping area almost treeless for a width of two to three hundred
feet. Refer to Area 11, Figure 2.

Area 12 comprises the remainder of the park north of Airport Road.
There are approximately 160 acres densely covered with trees and under—
growth, This wild area is used for various recreational activities such
as camping, canoeing, and fishing. There is a crude network of 1.7
miles of negotiable roads in Area 12. There is an abundance of plant
species. The following species predominate: American Elm, Black
Willow, Green Ash, Black Locust, Mulberry, Small Flowered Dogwood,

Eastern Redbud, Cercis canadensis; sumac, both Rhus glabra and Rhus

copallina; Virginia Creeper, Parthenocissus quinquifolia, Poié&n Ivy,

Rhus toxicodendron, and various grasses and wild flowers. Some effort

has been made to mark and identify certain species along a poorly
defined nature trail on the west side of the lake.

There is some scum on the water in the upper reaches of the lake
which appears to be a slight amount of contamination. Considering the
number of persons who use this area for fishing, there is a surprising
lack of noticeable debris. Refer to Area 12, Figure 2.

From the secondary entrance at Airport Road and Husband Street the
east side terrain very gently slopes toward the lake, From this
entrance to the dam, Areas 13-16, Figure 1, the park space is completely
non-developed. There are two poorly developed roads, one in Area 14
and ‘another in Area 15, The margins of the lake are overgrown, The

total area is in almost constant need of mowing.,
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There is a bare graded area next to and parallel with Airport Road
in Area 13. Several dead trees lie in the lake near Area 13 inviting
dumping refuse.

Aside from a few fishermen the east side, lake Areas 13-16, are
rarely used by anyone.

The area immediately east of the park is primarily zoned for
commercial or industrial development. One large business firm, Moore
Business Forms, is presently located across the road from the park.
Refer to Areas 13-14 Figure 1.

Husband Street is paved from the secondary entrance at Lakeview
Drive (near Area 17, Figure 1) for .6 miles at which point it becomes
asphaltic surfacing to within 200 feet of Airport Road. Airport Road
is suffaced with 1limestone chat.

At the intersection of Husband Street and Lakeview Drive there are
two well developed baseball fields. in Area 18 and the park greenhouse
and growing area in Areé 17.

The park greenhouse lies north of the ball fields and immediately
south of the lake dam,_ The area'is entered by a rough exteﬁsion»of
Husband Street between the two fields and exits around the second ball
field to Lakeview Drive. The greenhouse covers 2700 square feet. The
roof is composed of rigid plastic while the walls are made of glass
window sashes ‘and concrete blocks. The header house and a multi-
storage structure is attached to the north side of the greenhouse.

Thére is a 16 x 2L foot concrete storage building near the
greenhouse.,

There is approximately 1.5 acres of nursery growing area east of

the greenhouse. Though cultivated, the area contains few plants. In
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Area 17 plants are produced for variqus areas throughout the Stillwater
Park System,

The two baseball fields in Area 18 are supported by the Stillwater
Lions Club. These fields are well developed for the game and safety
of the spectators. There are movable stands with a seating capacity
of approximately 150 persons at each field., The fields are adequately
lighted for night use. There is a concession building with clean,
functional restrooms located immediately south of the field nearest the
intersection,

There .is a non-defined area for off-street parking between the
ball fiélds and Lakeview Drive. During night baseball games the traffic
congestion on Lakeview Drive is extremely serious due to poor parking
arrangements. Refer to Area 18, Figure 1.

As Lakeview Drive crosses Boomer Lake Dam, it becomes qulte
narrow making it difficult for cars to pass. Lakeview Drive is an
oiled street until it reaches the power plant where the surfacing
becomes concrete. The . poor condition of the oiled section on the dam
makes it even more hazardous for two cars crossing the dam at the same
time.

Below the dam there is a small section of park land. It is here
that the Boy Scout Troop 98, sponsored by the Stillwater Lions Club,
has a small lcdge house. Refer to Area 19, Figure'l.

Except as noted in Areas 10 and 13, Boomer Lake Park has an
adequate ground cover of native grasses and Common Bermudagrass,

Cynodon dactylon, sufficient to control erosion and to.support most

recreational activities.



CHAPTER 1V

PRESENTATION OF THE LANDSCAPE LAND USE PROPOSAL

FOR BOOMER LAKE RECREATION PARK

Based on the preceding site evaluation and the Stillwater Park and
Recreation Department facility survey (refer to Appendix A, page 80.)
the following proposal is made:

There are nineteen distinct areas in the 862 acres of Boomer Lake
Park. Referring to the map in Figures 1 and 2, pages 68, 69. They

will be discussed incorder beginning with Area 1, Figure 1,

Near the primary entrance a sign should be located identifying the
park, and the basi; purpose and governing rules for those using the
park. An identifying sign should also be located at each of the
secondary entrances.to help relate the various areas of the park. The
rules should be simply stated, spelling out what can be used in the park,
when and where. There should be no doubt that motorized boats are
prohibited on Boomer Lake Park, Motorized recreation vehicles have
proven to be serious problems in many parks.

An identification sign should be located in each designated area
of the park. Refer to Areas 1-19, Figures 1 and 2.

Siﬁce the primary entrance is within easy visual periphery of a
major traffic thoroughfare, Washington Street, it is proposed that the
existing floral garden display be moved from Area 7, (see page39) to

Area 1 at the intersection of Washington Street and Lakeview Drive.

L5
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Thus both the passing motorists and park visitor could enjoy the
flowers. This would present a most pleasing facade to persons entering
or leaving the City of Stillwater via U. S. Highway 177.

The floral garden in the arboretum section of Area 7, north of and
between shelters 1 and 2, is well maintained. The same sort of install-
ation should be made here with concrete bed retainers and a sprinkler
system for irrigation. |In addition, for shade, some flowering trees,

such as Bradford Ornamental Pear, Pyrus calleryana 'Bradfiford', Empress

Tree, Paulownia tomentosa, and Goldraintree, Koelreuteria paniculata,

should be planted. Benches for seating should also be included. This
would be the beginning of a transforming of Area 1 from a noisy non-used
area to one of more usable and beautiful space.

Before any plantings are installed an accurate soil analysis should
be made in each planting area. The soil should. then be prepared
accordingly prior to planting.

All Pin Qaks, Quercus palustris, should be fertilized as per a

soil analysis to stimulate growth.

Where permitted, a screen planting of Amur River Privet, Ligustrum
amurense, should be made south of Lakeview Drive around the mobile
home development. This planting should not obscure the motorists' view
of the sharp curve in Lakeview Drive, nor should it continue beyond the
mobile home entrance toward Washington Street. This planting should
help reduce the power plant noise in the mobile home area and pfovide
more privacy for the residents as well as for park visitors, This
informal hedge should not be allowed to block the mobile home dwellers'
view of the lake.

Due to the fact that the planting patterns in Boomer Lake Park



k7

destroy the cohesive relationship between park areas, a planting of
shade trees on regular intervals should be made parallel to the west
side of the roadway in Areas 1 through 8, At least three different
tree species should be used to lessen the chance of pest devastation.
The trees should have a similarity of shape and habit. Three such

species are: hackberry, Celtis occidentalis; Green Ash, Fraxinus

pennsylvanica lanceolata; and Sawtooth Oak, Quercus acutissima. The

hackberry and Green Ash are similar in shape to each other and to elms,
The Sawtooth Oak is similar in shape and color to a Pin Oak, These
species should not be alternated, but should be varied to relate to
existing species and topography variation,

Due to the noise produced by the power plant a dense pianting of
trees should be made as close to the source of the noise as is ﬁractipal
for operational safety and efficiency. It should be composed of such

trees species as hackberry, Celtis occidentalis, Sycamore, Platanus

occidentalis, Chesnut Oak, Quercus muehlenbergii, Eastern Red Cedar,

Juniperus virginiana, and Ponderosa Pine, Pinus ponderosa. To further

avoid inscet and disease devastation, landscape screen plantings should
be composed of several different species adapted to the site, Exotic
plant species, except in arboretums, should be avoided in park design,
The foregoing specles are well adapted to the site and are not overly
susceptible to pest problems. Those trees near the power plant should
be allowed to branch from the ground, but when the planting becomes
parallel with the entrance all tree canopies should be raised to
facilitate a view of theilake from the park roadway in Area 1. The
planting should continue on the east side of the park roadway fo the

parking area south of the lake inlet., At this point the screen planting
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should cross the road directly in front of the parking lot and blend

with the existing Cottonwoods, Populus deltoides, and Eastern Red Cedars,

Juniggrus virginiana, It should continue naorthward to screen the elec-

trical service building, water tower, and Army Reserve installation.

" The trees in.the screen west of the park roadway should be allowed to
branch from the ground to provide maximum sound barrier and privacy
screen, Both visual periphery and néise emanating from Washington
Street would otherwise pose a problem for Area 2.

At present no amphitheater for outdoor performing arts exists in
Stillwater. Few sites are so well suitedvto amphitheater development
as is the unique topography in Area 2, Figure 1. No other area in
Boomer Lake Park is so suited without extensive grade preparation. The
stage should be located near the shoreline. An almost natural roadbed
leads eastward from the roadway to what should be the stage. \With
proper grading a small parking lot for performers could be developed at
the stage road terminus. Ample parking space for the audience should
be provided north of the roadway when the fiiling is completed. Addit~
ional parking would be provided by the expanded boat and fishing dock
parking area. Walkways should connect this parking lot with the
amphitheater.

-Wherever: people gather in groups on the west side of the lake,
parking space is inadequate. This situation could be:eased by develpp-
ing a third lane for parallel parking at strategic points along the
course of the park roadway. . The post barriers along the roadway and
around the parking areas should be retained, otherwise motorists would
park in the recreation space. Almost all park visitors arrive in or

on some type of motorized vehicle,

1
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The development of Areas 3 and 4 would necessitate enlarged park-
ing areas near them.

To allow the concrete recreation pier of Area 3 to stand barren
is a waste of a valuable asset. A structure should be erected on the
pier to house a restaurant, recreation room or rooms, and certain
administrati&e offices. This structure might provide an area for
swimmers to change since the wood on the swimming pier should be
replaced. This could also serve the proposed sandy beach in Area 4.

The floating fishing dock, a valuable recreation asset, should be
maintained where it is since the lake water is warmed to some degree
in the winter by the effluence from the power plant. The warm water
enters the lake slight]y'southwest and across the lake inlet from the
f]oating‘fishing dock. Due to the nature and time of use of the fishing
dock of Area 3, there should be little, if any, conflict between these
facilities.

Due to the convenience of both the park system and the boating-
fishing pubifc, the caretaker's home should be maintained where it
presently exists, although an adequate screen for sight and sound
privacy should be planted immediately west of the house. The present
planting north and east of the house should be completed. Adequate
plants for this screening are available for transplanting from Area 7.
Refer to Appendix B, page 87.

As the Bald Cypress, Taxodium distichum, grow along the éhoreline,

it may be necessary to remove certain ones to maintain a view of the
lake from the upper sections of Areas 2, 5, and 6. Refer to Figure 1.

Anticipating the development of Area 3, the sandy beach in Area 4
should be developed. Regrading of the uneven lake margin will be

required which most probably will necessitate a lowering of the lake
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level for the grading. There-is approximately 100,000 square feet of
area well adapted to a beach between the roadway and the shore. A
layer of sand four to six inches deep would be necessitated., Approxi-
mately 1800 cubic yards of sand would be required to accomplish this.
Few inland cities, of any size, have an opportunity within the city

to provide a sandy beach for the recreation of their citizens.

A beach of this nature would require expanding the off-street
parking of Area 5 and connecting it behind the caretaker's house with
the parking space above Area 2, Rigid speed contro1‘would be necessi-
tated in Areas 3, 4 and 5. Where extreme caution should be exercised,
shallow dips in the road surfacé could be installed.

Area 5 comprises apﬁroximately two and one-half acres of space.

A double rbw\of trees should be planted on the south and north boundar-
ies, and to the west of the Kiwanis Kiddie Park. These should unite
with the screen planting previously discussed around the Army Reserve
installation. These trees would not only define the area but would
help to muffle noise created.in this and other éreas. The'.trees should
have raised canopies to provide visual periphery and direct shade for
spectators. These trees should be placed on an interval representative
of their species, but be confined to an approximate spread of 75 feet.
In addition to species discussed for the screens such.speties as

Caddo Sugar Maple, Acer saccharum 'Caddo', and Western Soaﬁberry,

Sapindus drummondi, should be included.

From the Kiwanis Kiddie Park westward and inside the tree boundary,
plants which cannot be included as a part of the screen or boundary
should be removed. This should leave an open area of turf for various

recreational games. This area, then, would serve teenagers and young
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adults who might accompany younger children to the Kiddie Park. Lights
should be provided for night acfivities.

The Kiwanjans are to be commended for théir interest in providing
a play space for young children. The plantings to whe west of the play
area should provide needed shade during afternoon. This would also act
as a barrier to older youngsters running through the area. Thus the
existing chain and post barrier described on page 34 should be removed.
The play equipment is reasonably Well located ard éhould be maintained.
The shade over the concrete sandbox should be reconstructed and the box
filled with sand. A small fast growing tree such as Empress Tree,

Paulownia tomentosa, is also needed near the sandbox. The existing

trees should be moved unless they begih to crowd in later years, Five
additional benches stategically located are needed for seating.

Recognizing the problem of vandalism:in public park restrooms, if
the children's restrooms..in the Kiwanis Kiddie Park cannot be better
maintained they should be removed even though they are vitally needed,

Other than a need for more definite parking areas to prevent
erosion the picnic sites along the shore]ine, north of Areas 5 and 6,
should be maintained as they are., The sites are sufficiently separated
to provide privacy, although additional tables could be added without
destroying that privacy.

. Some of the American Elms, Ulmus americana, along the shoreline

near the pighic sites are apparently. infected with Dutch Elm Disease,
Samples should be taken from these elms and if the analysis. is positive,
they should promptly be removed. Due to Dutch Elm Disease:susceptibil- f

ity, the Ulmus species should be avoided when making replacement

plantings. Green Ash, Fraxinus pennsylvanica lanceolata, should make
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a suitable replacement near the shore.

Area 6, Figure 1, comprises approximately five and one-half acres
of space, -The terrain gently rolls from the Army Reserve installation
to the lake, The area is divided by a drainage ditch about 150 feet
south of the secondary entrance on Washington Street. This area,
although comparatively open, is rarely used by anyone. This may be
due in part to the terrain.

It is proposed that the arboretum plantings now existant in Area 7
be moved to Area 6., Since few people see the present arboretum, it
could be moved to this unused vantage point where it would be most
gonspicuous, This planting would also form an important sound and sight
barrier from Washington Street. The residential areas west of Washing-
ton Street are clearly visible from part of Area 5 and all of Area 6.
For a complete list of those plant species which could be moved from
Area 7 to Area 6 refer to Appendix B, page 87.

This re-establishment of the arboretum should be predicated on a
thoroughly planned arrangement of all plant family, genus, énd species
groupings for the most effective display. The arboretum should include
both native and exotic species which are or can be adapted to this
section of Qklahoma. Proper labeling should be a part of the facility,
Maintenance drives should be planned to effectively circuit the area.
These drives could double as walks and unite with the propesdd parking
area at the junction of the park roadway from the south and west.
Ingress and egress to the parking area should be carefully planned to
avoid traffic hazards. Before this can be accomplished, the drainage
ditch which divides the area must be channeled through conerete drain-

age tubes, Then, the area should be graded to form the parking area.



53

Prior to any planting, an adequate irrigation system based on the
arboretum plan, should be installed. An frrigation system is absolutely
necessary to minimum maintenance of a park planting such as this.

At the junction of the sogth and west park roadways, Areas 6 and 7,
there is an existing arboretum planting designated as ''Garden for the
Blind' in Figure 1. Since the arboretum will exist in the adjacent
Area 6 and there is a parking area existant immediately east of this
area, it is a logical choice forusuch a garden.

The rock retainer wall discussed on page 35 should be retained, as
it prevents a persdn's accidentally walking into the lake. However,
the sharp stone corners should be removed, The rock planter beds
should be raised to a height of 30 inches to prevent a blind person's
having to bend to touch or smell a plant. .Additjonal rock planters
should be built following the curvature of the retaining wall.

The asphaltic walkway surfacing should be removed and replaced with
bloom=f£inished concrete. A network of such concrete walkways should
circuit the gardén area. It shouldithen be possible to remove the
concrete curbing around individual trees and shrubs.

The existing trees:should be retained but many of the shrubs should
be removed. For instance, the planter beds are heavily planted with

spiny Chinese Holly, llex cornuta, which have overgrown theiri?pace and

pose a hazard along the walks. For a complete list of the plant species
growing here refer to Appendix B, page 86.

Those plants which are undesirable couhd be movéd to the arboretum
Area 6.

.Additional plant species should be introduced into the '‘Garden for

the Blind'' for their specific textural qualities, aroma, sound produc-
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ing ability, and possible taste. Some such species are: mulleins,

Verbascum species; White Pine, Pinus strobus; mints, Monarda species;

Tuberose, Polianthes tuberosa; Empress Tree, Paulownia tomentosa; and

Rattlebox, Crotalaria retusa. Cottonwood, Populus deltiodes, known

for its sound, grows on the margin of the lake inlet to the south.

If necessary, to grow a particular species, shade shelters could
be erected over certain planter beds.

To the south of the rock retainer wall, the .lilacs, Syringa vul-

garis, and Syringa persica, should be retained, but much of the

remaining undergroth should be removed. This would facilitate @he's
walking to the water. It would also provide an area for shade loving
ground covers such as yiggg'mlﬂgi.

Frqm the '""Garden for the Blind' eastward between the shore and the
park roadway, the érea is described on page 36. The margin of the lake
should be regraded to permit easy mowing and access for wading in the
shallow lake waters. This grading could be done at the same time as =
that in Area L, Except for the grading, the grassy beach area should
be maintained as it is.

Between the shore and the roadway bordering Areas 7 and 8, trees
should be very carefully located to prevent obscuring the lake view
from park visitors on higher terrain.

The Weeping Willows, Salix babylonica, growing a short distance

from the shore should be removed to leave the lake view open from Areas
7 and 8.

The asphaltic loop at the terminus of the grassy beach area
described on page 36 should be converted into a satisfactory turn-around

for those who may not wish to exit on Harned Place. All of the surfac-
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ing from the turn-around to Harned Place should be of equal quality to
that of the roadway passing through Areas 7 and 8.

The Evergreen Euonymus, Euonymus japonicus, located at;the second~

ary entrance on Washington Street described on page 37,.should be
removed. It is highly susceptible to the insect, Euonymus Scale, and
it requires clipping to keep it below the driver's line of sfght. The

entrance does need a planting. Winter Jasmine, Jasminum nudiflorum,

would make a very satisfactory replacement. |In addition the shrubs,
50 feet from the center line of the road and parallel to it on both ¢

sides a planting of Sawtooth Oaks, Quercus acutissima, should be made

on 50 foot ‘centers. This planting should follow the curvature of the

entry road and line up with the Pin Oaks, Quercus palustris, bordering

Washington Street. The planfing on the south side should terminate at
the south roadway junction. The pié;ting on the north should continue
to form a continuous line with ;the Pin Qaks befween shelters ﬁfand 2.'

To sbften the noise from traffic on Washington Street another row
of Pin Oaks should be planted east of the existing Pin Oaks from Harned
Place to the secondary entrance. They should alternate between the
existing Pin Oaks on a parallel line 35 feet east, The planting“f
interval should be 50 feet.

Those wishing to use the free play space west of shelter 1 should
park in the area so designated south of the entrance in Area 6.

The need for additional parking space in the park is made evident
by the fact that there is enough potential free space for approximately
1300 individuals 15 to 24 years old to participate at the same time in

Area 7. Each person requires 600 square feet of space, and there are

approximately 18 acres of relatively unencumbered space (refer to
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pages 19 and 37). This is the largest such space in Boomer Lake Park.
However, if the present trees and shrubs growing in this area are
permitted to grow to maturity, the playfield capacity will E;TredUCed
by two-thirds. The tree and shrub planting and arboretum described on
page 39 will cause this.

The arboretum occupies the most level area of the proposed play
field, To :.create this playfield, the arboretum should be moved to
Areé 6 as previously discussed. Since the arboretum is only slightly
visible from the park roadway and seldom visited by park users, there
is little justification for maintaining it in this excellent playfield
area. The younger trees and shrubs from the arboretum and adjoining
tree planting to the west can help satisfy the need for plants for
shade and screening in other park areas. For a complete list of the
movable trees and shrubs refer to Appendix B, page 87.

The sprinkler system and north rock retainer wall boundary of the
arboretum should be maintained, although. it will be necessary to lower
the sprinkler heads to grade level. All shrubs and flowers are to be
 moved to Areas 1 and 6, respectively. All concrete bed curbing is to
be removed.. Trees not suitable for transplanting, near the retainer
wall, should not be destroyed,

Through selective removal by transplanting, the playfield can be
divided into three areas defined by loose bands of trees between them.
No tree that is left should be destroyed without first trying to alter
the pattern to include it. Those trees left will cast a welcome shade
to spectators and resting playfield participants,

With the development of the playfield, additional restrooms will

be needed near shelter No. 1.
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Since more people use shelters 1, 2, and 3 than any other facilit-
ies in the park, including the Baseball fields of Area 18, it is
imperative that they be well maintained. That these shelters are in
almost constant use makes the need for additional shelters obvious.
Additional shelters, however, should not be built in Areas 7 or 8, but
should be built on the east side of Boomer Lake in Areas 14-15. Refer
to Areés 13-18, Figure 1.

Shelters 1, 2, and 3 are described on pages 37 and 38. Shelter-
No, 1, being the most barren and most obvious from the Washington
Street entrénce, should have a landscape planting of trees and shrubs.
lts parking lot should be bordered with Winter Jasmine as is shelter
No. 3's. A broadleaved evergreen shrub such as Burford Holly, llex
cornuta. 'Burford', should be planted at the northeast and northwest
corners of the structure. Also one or more shade trees such as

Sycamore, Platanus occidentalis, should be planted west of shelter

No, 1,

The young trees between shelters 1 and 2 should be selectively
removed by transplanting. These treeé are also listed in Appendix E,
page 87. »

The clipped Evergreen Euonymus hedge and Arizona Cypress, Cupressus
arizonica, should be removed at shelter No. 2, By replacing the
Evergreen Euonymus with Winter Jasmine, continuity in the landscaping
can be produced at at all three shelters.

The labor saved in clipping the hedge can be used to pick up the
broken glass between shelter No. 2 and the children's play area to the

north. A broadleaved shrub such as Glossy Abelia, Abelia grandiflora,

should be planted at the northeast and northwest corners of the
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structure, The Glossy Abelia would not injure a child should he run
into it,

The Crapemyrtle, Lagerstroemia indica, and East Palatka Holly,

llex opaca "East Palatka', should be removed at the top of the steps
in front of shelter No. 3. These plants couldbe:used in the screemning
around the caretaker!s house in Area 3. They should be replaced with
Winter Jasmine thus making the parking lot border complete., A Glossy
Abelia should also be planted at the northwest and north corners of
the structure.

One lane of parallel parking could be provided by widening the
road approximately five feet on each side between shelters 1, 2, and
3 and to the north boundary.

Few children's play areas, in any city are better developed than
that one in Area 8 described on page 39, The unique play structure
offers intrigue with safety to elementary children. The only thing
needed here is shade from the western sun discussed on page 39. The
larger trees which can be transplanted from the érboretum should offer
some initjal shadebto remedy this situation, These trees should be
arranged in a circular row around the western side of the play area
from shelter No. 2 to shelter No. 3. This planting should also
continue from shelter No. 3 to the north boundary in anticibation of
expanding the children's play area. These trees, in time, would hedp
to soften the sound of voices also described on page 39.

For initial expansion of the play facilities those dead trees (see
page 43.) in the lake near Area 13, if structurally sound, should be
moved to the area north of shelter No. 3. Once in place, the grass

should be killed under the trees with an herbicide and the ground
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covered with ailayer oFléaﬁd four inches deep.

If the restrooms in the concession building at the baseball fields
in Area 18 can be kept functional and clean,:-surely a p@licy can be
adopted by the Bark and Recreation Department of Stillwéter to keep the
restrooms north of shelter No, 3 functional and clean. These restrooms
are so dirty as to prove a disgrace to the park. As previously stated
on page 40, one will leave the{ park rather than use these facilities.
This is a particular problem of young children.,

One must leave Area 8 and return to Washington Street or Lake Shore
Drive to reach Stillwater's Nature Center in Area 9, Figure 1. The area
is described on page 40. Undoubtly, more people would visit this unique
spot if an identifying sign were located near Washington Street and
Airport Road. The present sign is too émall and - is poorly located,
Except for the introduction of additional plant species to interest
both man and animal this area should be unaltered. Some plants for

consideration should be Indian Currant Coralberry, Symphoricarpos

orbiculatus, Button-bush, Cephalanthus occidentalis, Shadblow Service-

berry, Amelanchier canadensis, and Black Cherry, Prunus serotina.

Black Cherry is especially attractive to birds,

Area 9 and Area 10 have a common boundary at Knoblock Street. Area
10.is described on pages 4D and 42. The area is so beach-like it would
seem wasteful to treat it otherwise; The sharp grade change between
the upper and lower areas should be stablized to prevent further erosion.

Common Bermudagrass, Cynodon dactylon, should accomplish erosion control.

The upper level of approximately two acres should be made into a park~
ing area. . Ingress and egress should be from Airport Road with one-way

traffic through the parking area. When the area is put into use the
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parking ahealSthld«be’surfaced with limestone chat or a better surfac-
ing. It would require approximately 265 cubic yards of chat for a layer
two inches deep in the parking area.

The beach area should be graded to eliminate the undergrowth on

the eastern terminus., The Cottonwoods, Populus deltoides, and Black

Willows, Salix nigra, should be left if at all possible. When the
grading is finished the beach should be covered with a layer of sand
four to six inches deep which would require some 2400 cubic yards,

With little more than regular mowing, Area 11 could provide an
excellent free play space for many children and parents who live in
the residential area west of Knoblock Street. Refer to Area 11, Figusre
2, page 69. The area is briefly described on page 42, A roadway
extending from Arapaho Avenue carries park users into Area 12 on the
west side of Boomer Lake.

A planting of hackberry, Celtis occidentalis, should border

Knoblock Street on park property. They should be planted 50 feet on
center on a line parallel to Knoblock 50 feet from the center of the
roadwayf

A smal] grove of trees divides Area 11 about midway between Airport
Road and Ute Avenue. On either side of this grove two picnic tables
and benches should be located. |

A definite nature trail for hiking should connect Area 11 and the
golf c;urse north of the Perkins Road boundary. Refer to Figure 2,

Area 12 offers excellenf hiking, ecological study, fishing, and
camping opportunities with no changes whatever. This wild area
described on page 42 should be left basically unaltered. Definite

nature trails should be established for ecological study. This area
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can provide excellent opportunities for short field trips for students
from efther the Stillwéter Public Schools or the Oklahoma State Univer-
sity. Efforts should be intenéified to continue the proper identifica-
tion of plants along these nature trails. Small boat docks should be
built at strategic locations., Adequate conditiaons exist in Area 12 for
either day or over-night camping by either boy or girl scout troops.

From Area 12 one comes to the secondary entrance, on the east side
of the lake, at Airport Road and Husband Street. Refer to Figure 1,
page 68. Many Stillwater citizens are unaware that the eastern shore
area of Boomer Lake is a part of the park. There is nothing to signify
that it is. Therefore, it is imperative that signs of identification be
located near Airport Road and Lakeview Drive near Husband Street as
suggested on page L5,

With the advent of the junction of Perkins Road bypass and Airport
Road plus the residential development on the east side of the city, this
east side of Boomer Lake Recreation Park should become no less Iimportant
than the west side. With the incfeaéing use of Perkins Road,. it may be
possible for more people to reach the east side of the park area than
the west side where it is more heavily developed. The eastern téd#rain
of the lake lends itself well to various free play group activities
such as ballgames, model plane flying, pienicing, etc. However, before
any of these activities are possible, this area will have to be maint-
ained in a better manner than it currently is. Also, shelters and
restrooms and shade trees will have:to be provided, There are almost
no trees on the east from Boomer Lake Dam to Airport Road, Without
development it is not conceijvable that people will choose to use this

side of the lake in preference to the west side which would relieve
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part of the congestion near the shelters in Areas 7 and 8.

As a beginning, the entire eastern side of the park should be
mowed regularly enough to allow people to use it simply as a non=
developed free play space. Something must be done before citizen inter-
est will justify development. In the meantime, it lies open for
exploitation by such inventions as‘motorized recreation vehicles 1like
motor bikes which have troubled many park systems.

The potential development of industrial and residential sites east
of Boomer Lake Recreation Park may portend the same traffic problems
from Husband Street as from Washington Street. The speed limit is 45
miles per hour on both streets. Therefore, the plantings necessary for
traffic noise control should be delayed no longer than absolutely neces-

sary.

A double row of hackberry, Celtis occidentalis, should be establish-
ed on the west side of Husband Street from Airport Réad to the first
baseball field in Area 18. They should be planted on two parallel lines,
The first being 50 feet from the center line of Huspand Street and the
second 85 feet from the center line, The trees should be spaced at
50 foot intervals in parallel lines.

Ultimately, off-street parking will be necessitated in Areas 13
through 16.

Secondary roadways will be necessitated in Areas 14, 15, and 16 to
reach the proposed facitities with ease. Refer to Areas 13~16, Figure 1.
Area 13 should be maintained as a relatively open. area”for:such
recreational pursuits as model plane flying and other activities which
might require an almost treeless area. Area 13, the most northern, was

chosen for this because such things as model planes are very noisy and
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the prevailing southern wind will carry most of the sound aWay from the
park area, .A small grove of trees should be retained near Airport Road.
Area 14 is to be designated primarily for fishing and picnicing.
Three shelters should be built facing the lake. They should be desigaed
énd equipped apbroximately as afe shelters.1, 2, and 3 of Areas 7 and 8.
The shelters should be placed equi=distantly around and facing the
shore. Parking for 15 cares should be provided near each shelter.
Restrooms should be provided and maintained in each Area 13-16.
Secondary roads emanating from Husband Street should follow a basic
semi=circular path to serve the shelters in each Area 14=16. A parallel
planting of trees shalild be made on the outside of these roads where
possible leaving tHé“é;nter argas open for such recreational activities
as lawn tennis, |
In Area 14, the tree planting should consist primarily’of Chesnut
Oaks.,along the secondary road and an Empress Tree near each shelter,
A.broadleaved evergreen shrub such as Glossy Abelia should be planted
on the back corners of each shelter.
Area 15 is composed of approximately 8 acres. It is primarily
designated for fishing, free play, and picnicing; in addition there
is a long area, of some 100,000 squéegufeet;?we1W‘sUFtedfto"deVb[pping a
sandy beach. The lake margin could be regarded at the same time the
shoreline is graded in Areas ?, 7 and 8, It would require approximately
180Q cubic yards of;§and to céver this area four to six: inches deep.
Six shelters similar’?n design and equipment to shelters 1, 2 and
3 of Areas 7 and 8 should Be located in Area. 15. Two shelters should

face the north shoreline and four should be located at the edge of the

sandy beach facing the west. White Poplar, Populus alba, should

i
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parallel the secondary road past the north shelters to the beach, One
White Poplar should be planted in front of each of the four shelters
facing west., This species will tolerate the heat and compaction of a
beach area. The road should pass behind the shelters and back to
Husband Street. This portion of the road should be bordered with Syca-
mores in its inner radius. The bark of both White Poplar and Sycamore
peel to reveal a white under=-bark making the trees very lovely against
a blue winter sky.

A flowering tree such as Goldraintree should be planted near each
shelter. A broadleayed evergreen shrub such as Burford Holly should be
planted on the back corners of the shelters along the beach and Glossy
Abelia at the back corners of the shqlters facing north.

"Area 16 is composed of approximately 2.5 acres of space. It is
proposed that it be developed primarily for senior citizens. This area
was chosen for senior citizens because it is seemingly a quieter area.
The dam and growth of Black Willows sonhzbf=the area provides an
effective windbreak. Yet, the windvsh;uld carry most sounds created
in Area 15 to the north. The lake water’behind the dam is almost always
calm,

Two shelters should be built in this area. One should face north
and the other south. The shelter facing south should be designed and
equipped sfmilarly to shelter No. 2 of Area 7. The shelter facing
north should be designed and equipped similarly to shelter No. 3 of
Area:8.

The secondary road should form a loop from Husband Street to serve
the shelters and pass back to Husband Street near the dam.

Since fishing is a major recreational activity of senior citizens,
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special provisions should be made for facilities such as benches situated
_near the water for fishing or sunning.

Shuffle boards or crouquet courts should be developed adjacent to
the shelters and a six foot concrete walk generally following the shore-
“1ine should join the shelters.

Lawn tennis, badminton, etc, could be played between the shélters.

The outside of the road should be paralleled with Red Qaks, Quercus

borealis maxima, on approximate 50 foot centers. Bradford Ornamental

Pears and Empress Tree should be planted'near the shelters. Some Thorny

Elaeagnus, Elaeagnus pungens, should be ]ocatédwﬁn the area for autumn

aroma. . A broadleaved evergreen such as Burford Holly should be! located
on the back corners of each shelter.

‘Sohe of the initial trees for planting in Areas 14~16 may be
selected from the arboretum arga. Refer to Appendix B, page 87.
Evergreen trees such as Austrigg,Pine, Pinus nigra, and Eastern Red
Cedar,should be located at special -actent points throughout Areas 14-16,

Area 17 consists of the Stillwater Park and Recreation Department
Greenhouse and Hﬁrsery growing area as described on pages 43 and L4,
With the development of the eastern side of the Boomer Lake Park, there
will be an obvious need for a road exiting on Husband Street from the
growing area. - An-irrigation system for the growing area will be needed
just in the production of plants for Boemer Lake Park, Regular soil
analyses should be made to keep both greenhOUSe and nursery crops growt .
ing in optimum condition, The greenhouse will need to be,inbfull
production to provide annual.and perennial fléwers,fof the '"Garden for
the Blind'!', floral display in Area | and various.other parks in the

Stillwater system.
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The baseball fields comprise Area 18 described on page 46. These
Stillwater Lions Club supported fields are in excellent condition,
however, the traffic congestion during games should be eliminated. This
could be accomplished, in part, by regrading the area outside the fence
along Lakeview Drive and Husband Street to form a definite parking area,
It may be necessary to widen Lakeview Drive to completely remedy the
situation.

It is proposed that Lakeview Drive be paved with concrete as {t
crosses Boomer Lake Dam to lessen the chance of an accident when cars
pass each other, which is qqite frequent during night ballgames.

"Area 19 is a small part of Boomer Lake Park below the dam. This
area is described on page 44, |f the East Boomer Creek Conservation @ =
area. is obtained as ?{oposed by the 1965 Stilhyafer Comprehensive Plan,
Boy Scout Troop 98's, lodge house should become an important terminus
with restrooms for the hikers and bikers, With the acquisition of the
conservation area, Boomer Lake Park would become a vital link in the
green-belt created from theﬂmunicipal golf course to the Donart Senior
High School and beyond.

If the conservation area is not acquired, then Tropp-98's lodge
house would be more accessible and more logically located in Area 12,
Figure 2.

This list of proposals for the 19 areas of Boomer Lake Park is
designed to meet cértain passive and active recreational needs of the
citizens of Stillwater, hopefully, for 20 years in the future.

From size alone, Boomer Lake Park is deffned as a recreation park
(9).

If the 19 areas discussed were developed as proposed, Boomer Lake
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Park would in reality become Boomer Lake Recreation Park, Thus, part
of the recreation needs of the citizens of Stillwater could be satisfied

for numerous succeeding generations,
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CHAPTER V~
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

Few cities have the luxury of a park the size of Boomer Lake Park,

862 aﬁfes, much less near thé center of town. To date, Boomer Lake
Recreation Park exists as a ''step child' with little development other
than that on the west side of the lake. There are no sfgns in the park
which idengiii;ff as a part of the pdblic park system of Stillwater. The
various facilities within Boomer Lake Park have been placed there with
little prior planning. This is not to say that the existing facilities
were not planned. ‘The well planned shelters on the west side of the lake,
though congested by the numbers of people, and the baseball] fields
developed by the.Stillwater Lions Club simply - illustrate the fact that
park facilities, when properly planned, will be used by the people.
-Stillwater's tremendous population gafns during the last decade. indicate
a continuing need for developing park spaces. The development of park
spaces without a park plan can only occur through spur of the moment
pressures as Boomer Lake Park has been developed to this time. Through
the years various forces have demgnded their share of park space as is
evidenced by the. location of thé eiéctfic service building, water tower,
.and Army Reserve installation éfbﬁg Washington Street and the 20 acres
which Moore Business Forms now owns east of Boomer Lake. At one time,
it was p?oposed that én elementary school be built at the corner of

Knoblock Street and Airport Road. Without a definite plan for the

70
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devélopment of these spaces, similar forces will arise again to demand
some specific development that may be completely unrelated to park use.
If park space is tp be used for other than park use it should be traded,
acre for acre, for land that is suitable for the park department. Defin-
ite plans for an area offer the greatest buffer to il]-advised use of
park land.

With proper planning and davelopment, Boomer Lake Recreation Park
can become one of Stillwater's most valued assets.

In conclusion, no one man has the capabilities to effect the most
workable plan to meet the recreation needs of the citizens of Stillﬁater
for 20 years in the future. lt‘has becently been asked: Can we preserve
and utilize our park spaces at the séme time? Can the dilemma between
the utilization and preservation, or passive versus active recreation,
"be resaolved? Can a harmonous balance be achieved through progressive
techniques (19)7

The most effeﬁtive plan for Boomer Lake Recreation Park will require
the most capable efforts of a;recreétién expert, a civil engineer,
architect, landscape architect, and sécioldgist. Due to the fact that
these praficiencies exist at Oklahoma State University, it may be
possible that part of the cost ;f such planning could be donated. There
will, however, be the necessity of expenditures for planning in the area
of detailed topographic maps and aerial maps for feature location, etc.

This plan should be an integral part of a fully designed park system
in Stiluwater. This planning for Boomer Lgke Park and related parks
.should not be dependent on the change.in office of any one person. Plans
of this nature should be adopted by the city commission to offer the

greatest opportunity for complete. development.
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The landscape land use proposal herein presented offers the initial

basis upon which such a plan for Boomer Lake Park can be formulated.
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RECREATION STANDARDS

There should be one hole of publicly owned golf course for every
3,000 of population; therefore, a city of 27,000 people should have a
nine hole golf course which requires forty to fiFty acres of space, An
eighteen hole golf course requires at least one hundred acres of land.

The swimming fagilities of a town should be able to accommodate
three percent of the population at one time. -Approximétely twelve
square feet of water is required for each swimmer. Where extensive
surf bathing exists there should be an area of quiet water for swimming
and water competitive sports. Sites for swimming pools should provide
adequate bff-street parking space plus related activities for swimmers
while they are out of the pool as well as for non-participants, It is
preferable that the pool be in a large accessible park. As for bathing
beaches, it is more importanf to provide ﬁarking, traffiqf%low and. for
activities such és the public has come to expect in connection with the
beach.

Every community'needs a number of intimate neighborhood outdoor
theaters on the playfield or playground. These may vary from facilities
seating several hundred to a campfire circle with a stage area: on one
side. There should exist opportunities for outdoor plays, concerts,
pageants, and dramatizations, eithef in the neighborhqu or in special
outdoor theaters in the recréation park,

- The athletic field and stadium often are related to school facilit~
ies; however, they are usually located on a separate tract of land. As
little as ffve acres can suffice for a limited type of athletic fjeld,
but a stadium may require as much as twenty acres including parking and

seating,
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In relation to field sports adjustments may be made depending on
the interest in the city. There should be one baseball diamond for every
sfx thousénd,péople and one softball diamond for every three thousand
peqple.b There should also be one publié tennis court for eQery qu
thousand people. Ball diamonds and tennfs courts are normally a part of
the playfield. A'schedule should proceed gradually as the demand expands ,

| A mylti-use clubroom should he provided for every four thousand
people or an indoor swimming poor for every five thousand.

For every ten thousand of the population, a social room should be
provided} Also for every ten thodsand people an informal reading and
gquiet game raom shauld exist, A gymnasium should be available for every
ten thousand people,

An auditorium as wel] as a recreation building for every 20,000
people or depending upon population density and the degree of traffic
congestioﬁ one shoudd be located within one~half to one mile of every
home. School facilities may double for this purpose, but one must
remain cognizant that the school is primarily an educational structure
and cannot be used as a full-time recreation bﬁilding.

The variatfons in cliﬁate, topagraphy, inﬁome, attitudes of the
population, and the condition of tHe neighborhood will not on]y'affgct
the design_but also the site selection. Each neighborhogd‘will possess

its own unique needs and problems (13),
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STADIUMS
. Hamilton Field Football Stadium — Couch Park
GYMNASIUMS

Washington Gym** — 619 West 12th Avenue -

Recreation Gym — Recreation Park

Stillwater High School Gym — C. E. Donart High School
Stillwater Junior High Gym — Stillwater Junior High School

*+ Supervised “Free Play” programs 5:30 to 9:30 p.m., Monday thru
Friday nights and Sunday afternoons (broken into times for various
age groups. Call 372-3509 for schedule).
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* Volleyball, Horseshoe pitching, and Shuffleboard equipment may be
checked out at the Recreation Building by Responsible Person.

‘BALL FIELDS

Airport Softball Field — Sanborn Lake Park

Lion’s Field — Boomer Lake Park (East side at Husband and
Lakeview)

Jaycee’s Field — Recreation Park

Big Couch Park — Couch'Park

Little Couch Field — Couch Park

Friendway Field — Couch Park

08



Stillwater’s Park and Recreation
System

Stillwater owns 1,321 acres of designated park land situated in
18 separate sites. Of these 18 sites, Couch Park in southeast Stillwa-
ter, the Municipal Golf Course north of Stillwater, and Boomer Park
in north Stillwater are the largest and most accommodating for entire
family projects. Recreation Park on North Main Street, in spite of its
small size, is heavily used due to its being the location of the Park
and Recreation Director’s Office, a gymnasium, tennis courts, and a
well-developed baseball diamond. The remaining sites are either
designated ball parks or are neighborhood parks maintained for fam-
ily picnicking and for children’s informal and spontaneous recreation.

THE RECREATION PROGRAM this past year was utilized
extensively. Little League Baseball drew 1,185 participants. Tennis,
relatively new to the recreation program, enrolled 110 participants.
The Arts and Crafts program enrolled 274 youngsters, and was con-
ducted under Teaching Supervisors and Assistants at the various
grade schools about the City. This program, always popular, runs
from June 3 through July 31 and meets from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 am.
Arts and Crafts participants also go on field trips, sometimes to the
Oklahoma City Zoo and always on a nature-study trip. Adult pro-
grams were also signed up to capacity — and more requested. Be
sure to study the Program schedule in this brochure so that you can
be sure of getting to participate in those programs that most interest
you.

CITIZEN SUPPORT of their park system is vital to the exis-
tence of free, maintained open-air recreation space. We know what
Stillwater’s choice will be.

JOHN FLOYD, Director
Dept. of Parks and Recreation

PARK AND RECREATION BOARD

RAYMOND KAYS, Chairman PAULINE WINTER
LEE WARD DON WORTHINGTON
RANDALL PERDUE JOHN WEILMUENSTER

Meets on Fourth Thursday of each month

Accomplishments the Past Year . . .

® An enclosed playground area with play equipment for children
of participating parents at the softball location on Airport Road.

@ A fenced riding arena at Couch Park to accommodate horseback
riding and equipped for use of cutting horses, roping, western
competition, and a jump course for the growing number of Eng-
lish riding fans.

® $3,000 worth of playground equipment distributed throughout
the park system and including such things as flying horse swings,
Jack and Jill slides, individual animal objects to climb and play
on, and outdoor cookers.

@ Beautification projects were completed on the islands at Sixth
and Lowry and Sixth and Washington, making our entrance-ways
into the City a good deal more attractive.

@ Establishment of a Tennis Clinic. Taught by a professional and
highly successful. This clinic was established basically for the
purpose of increasing tennis interest and ability in Stiliwater.

WHAT FUTURE PROJECTS? - - - - -

@ More playground equipment. $1,500 has been approved for new
equipment for the upcoming year and this is one installment of a
five-year planned replacement program for park equipment.

@ Beautification of the north and south entrances of the City.

@ Swimming pool and recreation-social facility. Bond monies were
approved by the people of Stillwater in 1969 for this much-need-
ed facility. The project will be done with the assistance of either
Federal or State funds, and will require a great deal of decision-
making prior to actual construction, including a cheice of loca-
tion. We invite you to offer your recommendations and prefer-
ences as to where and how you feel this facility should be estab-
lished.

® The Tennis Clinic established in Summer 1969 will be an annual
event. Next summer’s plans call for a very extensive tennis pro-
gram which would be proportionate to the other sports activities.

@ East Boomer Lake Development. This improvement is scheduled
for the Fall of 1969.

® In the planning stage — an amphitheatre. Your opinions are wel-

come.
® Increased lighting facilities at Big Couch Park.

® Lighting for No. 2 Softball Field.

@ Increased lighting at Hamilton Football Field.

® aw&mmmmummm
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il CITY OF DALLAS

Roy E. Hubbaord, President TEXAS
Julivs Schepps, Vice-Presdent
1 Willord Grogg
Foyd V. Gith

il sl November 4, 1960
L B. Houslon, Director

E. Baukah Cavley, Secratory

Mr. Paul J, Mitchell
310 East 12th Street
Ada, Oklahoma

Dear Mr, Mitchell:

In your letter of October 29, 1960 you outlined a design problem where you have
a large park containing considerable amounts of natural vegetation and a 300 acre
lake., In addition, you asked, from our experience, to suggest some problems to
be avoided or some specific things not normally found in recreation parks which
would be considered essential to their maintenance, use or aesthetics,

The design of any park can not be undertaken wisely without a thorough analysis
of the surrounding area, character, the nature of the people residing in the
community and their desires, Design of any specific area should not be under-
taken without first determining the availability of other park facilities within
the general environment, This is essential, of course, to avold duplication or
supersaturation of facilities of a particular type to serve the surrounding area.
As a beginning, we would therefore suggest that you ascertain the foregoing infor-
mation. Likewise, no design can be undertaken wisely without first having a
knowledge of the amount of money which will be available for initial construction,
operation and maintenance, These factors will influence, perhaps greater than any
others, the concept of design,

After these factors are determined, then the number one point of concern is access-
ibility. Yours will be the unusual exception if accessibility is not through
private automobile, Without benefit of some of the foregoing information, we are
somewhat reluctant to offer specific suggestions for consideration in your own
case, We are, however, sending you, under separate cover, a recently completed
report on "Parks and Open Spaces" for the City of Dallas, You will no doubt find
considerable information of value in this report, Your attention is directed
particularly to the section beginning on page 16 and continuing through page 61.

Certain other publications may be helpful including the two volumes of "Parks-A
Manual of Municipal and County Parks" by L. H. Weir published in 1928 by A. 8.
Barnes and Company and the three volumes of "Park and Recreation Structures"
published by the Department of the Interior about 1938. This last item is a well
illustrated treatise dealing primarily with National Park structures but it gives
basic design on factors to be considered in the layout of facilities included in
National Park development, In addition, we would suggest that you peruse the
bound copies in your library of the "Parks and Recreation" magazine extending
back to about 1950. There may be other specific booke helpful in your problem
with which we are not fully acquainted. May we suggest that you write Mr. Alfred
LaCasse, Executive Secretary of the American Institute of Park Executives, Oglebay
Park, Wheeling, West Virginia, and he might make available to you material from
the Institute's library.

\ki /
.‘Houaton, Director
Parks and Recreation

LBH/ 3. "
cc: Mr. Alfred LaGasse



January 3, 1961

Mr. Paul J. Mitchell
310 E. Twelfth Street
Ada, Oklahoma

Dear Mr. Mitchell:

Please accept my apologies for taking so long in
answering your letter. I hope the information enclosed
will reach you in time to be of some assistance.

It is true that a tract of land 200 x 600 feet
adjacent to the south property line of the Harned
Addition has been leased to the Girl Scouts for a
period of 99 years. Also of interest to you, would
be the fact that the Town and Gown organization plans
to erect a Theatre-in-the-Round on a tract of land just
east of the Girl Scouts property. The exact size and
location of this structure is not yet known.

In regard to traffic circulation within the park,
it is my opinion that there should be definite entran-
ces established to the park in order that control points
might be established at these locations. Random entran-
ces into the park as is now practice# is quite unde-
sirable. The circulation pattern, I feel, should be
designed both to make use of the best visual qualities
of the area and to tie together the various functual
sub~areas of the park. I seriously doubt if Highway
40 will be rerouted away from the park area for several
years.

The 1960 Census population for the City of Still~
water is 23,965, and 43,790 for Payne County.  We are
~using for Planning purposes a estimated 1970 population

of 30,500,

All indications point to the fact that:the un-
developed area adjacent to Boomer ‘Lake park will develop
as residential areas.

MUNICIPAL BUILDING
STILLWATER, OKLAHOMA
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DIRECTOR OF PLANNING
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, Your information is apparently correct that plans
have been made to locate a water storage tank at the
Northeast corner of the intersection of Highway 40 and -

Lakeview Drive, .

. I am suggesting in my Planning program that park
belts two to three hundred feet wide be acquired in
order to conneect Boomer Lake area with the new High-
school and the Municipal Golf course. I believe you
will be interested in this idea since it would make
possible a continuous school, park, and recreation
area approximately three miles long. .

) Your thesis sounds most interesting and challang-
ing. I would be most interested in seeing the results
of your work. If you desire additional information, .
pleaSe feel free to contact me. el

Si erely,

Ralpﬁ H. Ochsner

RHO/da



APPENDIX B

85



86

TABLE |

TREES AND/OR SHRUBS SPECIES EXISTING IN AREA PROPOSED FOR
""GARDEN FOR THE BLIND'*

QUANTITY BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME

2 Abelia grandiflora Glossy Abelia

] Acer platanoides Norway Maple

2 Acer platanoides schwedleri Schwedlers Norway Maple
2 Berberis thunbergi atropurpurea Red Leafed Barberry
1 Cotoneaster horizontalis Rock Cotoneaster

1 Cupressus arizonica Arizona Cypress

] Elaeagnus pungens Thorny Elaeagnus

2 Euonymus japonica Japanese Euonymus

3 Euonymus japonica cv. Goldspot Goldspot Euonymus

1 Ginkgo biloba Ginkgo

2 Hibiscus syriacus Shrubal thea
20 Ilex cornuta Chinese Holly

5 Ilex cornuta cv. Burford Burford Holly

2 Ilex decidua Deciduous Holly

] | lex opaca American Holly

2 llex opaca cv. East Palatka East Palatka Holly

6 Juniperus conferti Shore Juniper

8 Juniperus horizontalis plumosa Andorra Creeping Juniper
8 Juniperus procumbens Japanese Garden Juniper
2 Juniperus scopulorum cv. Blue Haven Blue Haven Juniper
15 Lavendula occinalis English Lavender

1 Ligustrum lucidum Waxleaf Privet

2 Ligustrum ovalifolium California Privet

2 Ligustrum ovalifolium cv.Golden Vicary Golden Vicary Privet
1 Lonicera purpurea Purpurea Honeysuckle
] Magnolia grandiflora Southern Magnolia

1 Photinia serrulata Chinese Photinia

3 Pinus ponderosa Ponderosa Pine

| Populbss alba White Poplar

1 Prunus Purple Leafed Plum

2 Prunus laurocerasus Cherrylaurel

2 Quercus acutissima Sawtooth Oak

1 Quercus borealis Northern Red Oak

L Quercus nigra Water Oak

| Salix discolor " Pussywillow

1 Salix matsudana tortuosa Corkscrew Willow

1 Sorbus aucuparia European Mountain Ash
8 Syringa persica Persian Lilac

6 Syringa vulgaris Common Lilac

2 Ulmus pumila Siberian Elm

] Weigela florida Weigela

*Refer to Area 7, Figure 1, Page 36,
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EXISTING TREES AND/OR SHRUBS OF FOUR INCH CALIPER OR LESS*

QUANTITY BOTANICAL COMMON NAME

1 Acer platanoi&es schwedleri Schwédler Norway Maple
8 Celtis occidentalis Western Hackberry
2 Cercis canadensis Eastern Redbud

2 Cupressus arizonica Arizona Cypress

] Ginkgo biloba Ginkgo

| llex cornuta Chinese Holly
50 (Seedling) Ilex cornuta Chinese Holly

2 Ilex cornuta cv. Burford Burford Holly

3 llex opaca American Holly

2 Ilex opaca cv. East Palatka East Palatka Holly
4 Ligustrum ovalifolium California Privet
3 Liquidamb;r styraciflua Sweetgum

L Magnolia grandiflora Southern Magnolia
3 Magnolia soulangeana Saucer Magnolia

6 Platanus occidentalis Sycamore

3 OQuercus coccinea Scarlet Oak-

10 Quercus virginiana Southern Live 0Oak

*Refer to Areas 7 and 8, Figure 1, Page 39..
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i

PLANTS RECOMMENDED FROM THE OKLAHOMA CITY PARKS FOR BOOMER LAKE PARK,
STILLWATER, OKLAHOMA, BY HENRY WALTER,
OKLAHOMA CITY PARK HORTICULTURIST

VARIETY

Abelia grandiflora
Aesculus arguta

Albizzia julibrissin
Aralia spinosa

Berberis mentorensis
Bumelia lanuginosa
Callicarpa americana
Catalpa ovata

Celtis laevigata

Celtis occidentalis
Celtijs reticulata
Cephalanthus occidentalis
Cercis candensis
Chaenomeles lagenaria
Chilopsis linearis
Crataegus phaenopyrum
Crataegus apathulata
Crataegus species
Cupressus arizonica cv. GAREE

Cupressus arizonica cv. GREENW(OOD

Euonymus kiautschovicus

Forsythia cv. SPRING GLORY
Fraxinus americana

Fraxinus excelsior

Gleditsia triacanthos inermis
Gleditsia triacanthos inermis cv.

MORAINE, SHADEMASTER, IMPERIAL

MAJESTIC, SKYLINE, ETC.
Gymnocladus dioicus

Hibiscus syriacus cv, AMEMONE, ARDENS,

BOULE BDE FEU, DOUBLE WHITE,

PINK EYE, JEANNE D'ARC, WOCDBRIDGE

Hibiscus syriacus rubra
flex cornuta

[lex cornuta cv. BURFORD
Ilex:idecidua

Ilex decidua female

Ilex vomitoria female
llex vomitoriamale
Jasminum floridum

MOST JUNIPERS ARE WELL ADAPTED TO

THIS AREA

Koelreuteria paniculata

Lagerstroemia indica cv. DALLAS RED

LYLAC RED, MUSKOGEE PINK

VARIETY

Lagerstroemia indica cv. PURPLE,
WATERMELON PINK, WATERMELON
RED, WHITE, WILLIAM TOOBEY

Lavandula officinalis

Libocedrus decurrens

Ligustrum sinense ,

Lonicera fragrantissima

Lonicera japonica chinensis

Lonicera japonica halliana

Lonicera maacki

Magnolia grandiflora

Malus atrosanguinea

Malus floribunda

Malus hopa

Malus purpurea

Malus purpurea cv. ALDENHAM

Malus scheideckari

Malus soulardi

Nandina domestica

Phel lodendron amurense

Philadelphus coronarius cv.
MINNESQOTA SNOWFLAKE

Photina serrulata

Pinus nigra

Pinus ponderosa

Pinus thunbergi

Platanus acerifolia

Platanus occidentalis

Platanus orientalis

Poncirus trifoliata

Populus alba

Populus deltoides cv. STERILE

Prunus sp. cv. ALLRED

Prunus americana

Prunus blireiana cv. NEWPORT

Prunus cerasifera cv. PISSARD

Prunus cistena

Prunus laurocerasus

Prunus persica alboplena

Prunus persica cv.. DOUBLERED

Prunus aerotina

Pyracantha coccinea

Pyracantha coccinea lalandi

Pyracantha graberi

Quercus borealis
Quercus macrocarpa



VARIETY

Quercus phellos
Quercus virginiana
Rhamnus cathartica
Rhus copallina
Rhus glabra

Rhus typhina _
Sapindus drummondi
Sophora japonica
Spiraea arguta
Spiraea billardi
Spiraea cantoniensis
Spiraea prunifolia

VARIETY

Spiraea thunbergi
Spiraea trichocarpa
Spiraea vanhouttei
Tamarix hispida
Tamarix hispida rubra
Tamarix odessius
Tamarix parvifolia
Ulmus parvifolia
Vitex agnus cactus
Xanthoceras sorbifolium
Yucca filamentosa
Zelkova serrata
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Paul J. Mitchell

310 East 12th Street
Ada, Oklahoma
December. 13, 1960

Mr. Henry Walter
Oklahoma City Park Department
3500 N.W. 36th Street
Oklahoma City 12, Oklahoma

Dear Mr, Walter:

I am a graduate student of landscape architecture at OSU in
Stillwater, leahoma.

I am in the process of writing my Master's thesis on recreation
park design. As a special problem | have been assigned Boomer Lake
Park to design. The topography is a little more than gently rolling
with the lake located in the center of the area. Looking across the
area it does seem to be fairly well covered with native grass; however,
upon cgoser examination there are num%rous sparse area. . The lake
water literally turns red after a rain. There are very few trees
in the park, but there are some young Pin Oaks, 15 to 18' tall; a
few mature Ponderosa Pines, 20 to 25' tall; a few Siberian Elms,

25' tall; and some native Elms plus a few groves of Black Locusts.

Mr. Alfred B, Lagrasse, Executive Secretary of the American
Institute of Park Executives, suggested that | write to you for some
suggestions about the selection and the use of plant material as
related to parks. in the Stillwater area.

| would surely appreciate any suggestions you might have time .to
make in relation to trees, shrubs, and grasses which you have found
particularly adapted to park situations.

Sincerely,

Paul J. Mitchell
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Paul J. Mitchell
310 East 12th Street
Ada, Oklahoma

Mr. 0. A. Zeigler
City of Tulsa Park Department
LO8 South Denver
Tulsa.3, Qklahoma

Dear Mr. Zeigler:

I am a graduate student of landscape architecture at 0OSU in
Stillwater, Oklahoma.

I am in the process of writing my Master's thesis on recreation
park design. As a special problem | have been assigned Boomer Lake
Park to design. The topography is a little more than gently rolling
pith the lake located in the center of the area. There are 400 acres
in the park of which about 250 - 300 acres consists of the lake,
There is a fairly good cover of native grasses, but very few trees.

I am planning to include areas from the tiny tot to the senior
citizen. It is to serve as a large recreaction park for all the
people of Stillwater. Due ta the University there is a constant high
level of young adults and small children. The park is located within
about 1% miles of the most dense population. It will include both
passive and active play areas. A new high school is located within
% mile of the park.

The area is somewhat of a ''catch=-all'! for the local government
from a greenhouse and power plant to some debris dumps. 1t is not now '
in good shape, but can become a beautifyl recreation spot if some
planning is done soon.

I have some population density figures and the recreation depart-
ment's annual report.

Mr. Alfred B. Lagrasse, Executive Secretary of the American
Institute of Park Executives, suggested that | write to you in regard
to the design of this park,
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Mr. 0. A. Zeigler
Tulsa, Oklahoma
Page 2 '

I. would surely appreciate any comments you could make which
might help me to design this park to best fulfill its purpose. |
hope this brief information will give you some idea of the park's
hature,

Sincerely,

Paul J. Mitchell
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July 20, 1959

Office of the District Engineer

U. S. District Corps of Army Engineers
616 South Boston

Tulsa, Oklahoma

Dear Sir:

F | am a graduate student of landscape architecture at. Oklahoma
State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma.

My Master's thesis concerns recreation parks, As a special
problem, | have been assigned a park about one mile long and one half
mile wide containing ''Boomer Lake'' which 1s approximately 300-k00
acres. Generally, the topography is gently rolling.

The area will be designed to serve many of the recreation needs
of the citizery from the tiny tot to the senior citizen. The city
is growing around the park; therefore, | anticipate heavy use of
the area.

| will certainly appreciate it if you can provide some inform-
ation which will help me to design this area to better serve the
people of Stillwater,

Sincerely,

Paul J. Mitchell

Graduate Student
Horticulture Department
Oklahama State University
Stillwater, Oklahoma
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July 22, 1959

Mr. Kelly DeBusk

Oklahoma Planning and Resources Board
Oklahoma State Capitol Building
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Dear - Sir:

| am a graduate student of landscape architecture at Oklahoma
State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma. My Master's thesis concerns
recreation parks,

As a special problem | have been assigned ''‘Boomer Lake Park''.
The lake is approximately 300 - 400 acres and surrounding land is
one mile long and one half mile wide with gently rolling topography.

| hope to fit this park to many of the recreation needs of the
people of Stillwater from the tiny tot to.the senior citizen.

I thought from your position you might be able to provide some
very useful information on parks and recreation in Oklahoma, parti-
cularly as sources of revenue and tourist attraction.

I would certainly appreciate any. information which you could
supply. '

Sincerely,

Paul. J. Mitchell
Horticulture Department
Oklahoma State University
Stillwater, Oklahoma
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Yo July 22, 1959

Golden-Age-Center
Wichita
Kansas

Dear Sir:

| am doing graduate study in the field of landscape architecture
at Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma. My Master's
thesis consists of the study, design, and layout of recreation parks.

As a special problem | have been assigned a large park in
Stillwater which | hope to fit to some of the recreation needs for
the residents from the tiny tot to the elder citizen,

I thought from your work with senior citizens you might be able
' to suggest some items which | might consider in designing outside
recreation areas for elderly people.

| will assuredly appreciate any, information which you could
supply. '

| -Sincerely,

Paul Mitchell
Horticulture Department
Oklahoma State University
Stillwater, Oklahoma
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October 29, 1960

Mr. L. B. Houston

Director of Parks & Recreation
Municipal Building

Dallas, Texas

Dear Sir:

I am involved in writing a Master's thesis at Oklahoma State
University on the development and design of recreation parks. . As
a special problem | have been assigned a park which is to be designed
as a recreation park. It is a large area with considerable amounts
of unaltered natural vegetation and a large lake of about 300 square
acres.

I would like for you from your experience to suggest some
problems to be avoided or some specific things not normally found
in recreation parks which you consider essential to théir mainten=-
ance, use, or aesthetics.

| realize you are a very busy person, and {f you could find
time to make some suggestions,. | would certainly be appreciative.

Sincerely,

Paul J. Mitchell
310 East 12th Street
Ada, Oklahoma
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July 8, 1959

Mr. John Considine
Detroit Park and Recreation Supt.
Detroit, Michigan '

Dear Mr. Considine:

| am a graduate student of landscape architecture at Oklahoma
State University at Stillwater, Oklahoma.

| am writing my Master's thesis on recreation parks. As a
specific problem, 'I have been assigned a targe park approximately
one mile long and one half mile wide containing a lake of about
300 surface acres located centrally on the grounds. It is relatively -
nondeveloped. The topography is gently rolling, It will be planned
as a recreation park to serve Stillwater and the University citizens
from tiny tots to senior citizens.

Stillwater is a town of 20,000 people in which Oklahoma State
University is located. The University enrollment is now 10,000 and
is expected to be 15,000 in 2 or 3 years. The city is growing
around the park which is located stategically close to the University.
It can certainly be a great service to a large segment of the
population, ’

if you could offer some suggestive material from your experience
which | could consider in relation to planning for the needs of
these people, | would be most appreciative.

Thanking you in advance,

Paul J. Mitchell
Horticulture Department
Oklahoma State University
Stillwater, Oklahoma
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July 8, 1959

Mr. David R. Richards

The National Committee on the Agéing
345 East 46th Street

New York 17, New York

Dear Mr. Richards:

| am a graduate student of landscape architecture at Oklahoma State
University in Stillwater, Oklahoma. | am writing my Master's thesis on
recreation parks. :

As a master's problem | have been assigned a large park containing
a lake of about 300 surface acres. The entire park is approximately
one mile long and one half mile wide. 1':plan to incorporate areas for
the tiny tots use through the senior citizens recreation space.

| would appreciate your making any suggestions which | might view
in consideration of the elder citizen's needs. in-a recreation area.

| have not found a great deal of information in regard to planning
areas for senior members of society; therefore, | shall certainly
appreciate any material which you could supply from your experience
in this field.

- Thanking you in advance,

Paul J. Mitchell, Graduate Student
Horticul ture Department

Oklahoma State University
Stillwater, Oklahoma
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December 17, 1960 .

_Mr. Paul J, Mitchell
- 310 Fast 12 Street -
‘Ada, Oklghoma

" Dear Mr. Mi tchell,

.1 am encloding a copy of our 1959 nur’se’ry 1nven£ory and I have ‘checked .

in red e number of plants that you might find useful. They all do well -
in our area and if proper sites are selected I see no reason why they .
shouldn't do well in the area you mention.. I am familier with the area . -

‘ you mention 1n your. letter.

.. .Dont let our liet of Junipere get you ddwn. Ve are making a collectidn o

of them in our arboretum &nd as we have started our plants from grafti. L

- we have a few of & lot of varieties.

l As to grasces, 1n areas around buildinges, plcnic areas add the like I

believe bermuda is by far the best. If you want a real fine lawn in:
selected areas I would suggest Sunturf, U&3 Bermuda, 328 Bermuda (Tlf-v

‘Green) as doing well. You should be eble to get more material on -
_ grasses from the college than I can give you.

If you ever come to Oklahoma City, loo,k me up. - I would like to‘ meet you -

.and maybe I can help you with an idea or two. At leamst I can show you -

Will Rogers Park, 160 acres, and you night get some idees from it. Ie
I can be of any further assistance, nlecae feel free to contact me, .

Sincerely

' %//2’7‘

: Henry Walter, Horticulturht
) 3500 N . 36 St.
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RECREATIONAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE, INC.

258 BROADWAY
NEW YDRK 7, NEW YORK

DR. MORTON THOMPSON HENRY 8. DREINER

RESCARCH DIRECTOR CouMBEL
ACTIVE GAMES FOR THE AGED, ILL & HANDICAPPED
agssAncH :
DEVELOPMENT

CONBULTATION

= The Recreationsl Reseasrch Institute, 258 Broadway,

SAMEE ronm: N.Y.C. &n Organization dedicated to research has been ex-
i perimenting with games for the sged, 1ll and handicapped in
cEnTERE hospitals end nursing homes in the States of New York and
b Syt B New Jersey. The games approved by the Institute are types
HOBPITALS which relate to some activities which were and still are
IRETITUYIRNS femiliar to the elderly peraon, This research has the

endorsement of the Ill and Handicapped Division of the
National Recreation Association,

These s:nul are simple, of durable construction, inex-
"pensive and can be sdapted to meet the needs of the aged
whether 111 in an institution, at home, senior citizens
hotels and golden-age clubs, Older people become senile,
deprassed, self-centered, and lonely. Reécreation snd gasmes
help overcome these condltiona and provide a atimulus for
more pleessant physical, emotional and soclal experience for
the patients, Recreation will, in the future, become an
importent part of the regular program of all nursing and
old-age homes. Thease games are extremely adaptable so that
they can meet the needs of all age groups ineluding ill,
handicapped, wheel-chalr and bed-ridden patients,

The Research Institute can provide these games at dis-
count prices to Institutions and offers consultation services
in all phases of recreation for the esged, 11l end handi-
cepped, The Institute will continue to search for, experi-
ment with and devise new gemes for the many cetogoriesz of
institutionalized individuals,

The Director of the Recreational Reseerch Inatitute has
fifteen years of Hospital Recreation experlence as en Adminis-
trator, researcher snd writer. He has aupervized Veterans
Administration Hoapital programs, assisted the N.Y.C,
hospital system in organizing programs snd hae %eught
Hospital recreation and Aged, Ill and handlcappod courses at
Columbliae, N.Y.U. and Hunter Collegs,

Among his writings sre a Manual of Recoreation for N.Y.C.
Hoapitals and g pamphlet on Starting s Recreation Program in
Institutions for the Aged, Ill and Handicapped.

He holds a Doctoreste in Hospitael Rec¢reation from N.Y.U.

Attached 15 e resume of the games including list prices.
Institutions ordering minimum of six games, will receive a
20% discount., Shipping charges not included,

(prices are subject to change without notice)



1.

2.

3.

10.

11.

12.

13-

4.

15-
16-

17.

List Price

Indoor Shuffleboard - light-weight cues and discs

with portable Ilnoleum playing court - 12 feet by 2l

inches. This cean be placed anywhere indoors or out,

and can be rolled up for easy storage. 2 $12.00
Rubber Quoits - two red and two black rubber rings,

rubber base and aluminum pins - durable, light-weight,

ad justable for distance needs and is good for beginners. § L.4O
5-Peg Quolts - a rubber quolt game with a 5-peg target.

This target increases the chance for success. It can be

used by all patients at varying distences. §5.50
Rubber Horseshoes - light-weight and can be used in-

doors and outdoors, and distances can be adjusted to

need. Thils is the real game and 1s for the more ex-

perienced player as well as beginner. 3 4.50
Croquet - light-welght set - for outdoors game that

can be used for all on small grass area. $ 7.20
Bocce - jr. set made of rubber for use inside and

outside, light-weight rubber construction. $12.00

Golf Putting Set - Unit of five holes and flags. Can

b2 set up Iindoors and outdoors. Uses light-weight clubs.

It ia good for inatruction, practice and contests. $ 7.20
Suction Dart Game - large target witheolored suction

darts. A sale pame with easily adjusted distances for

any natient. It can be used for tournaments, $ 4.40
Combination Dart and Rihg-Toss Game - a two sided tar-

get with one slde ring-toss with 1Ight rubber rings and

the second side a dart target game. $ 8.00
Bean Bag Game - the target 1as a clown's face. Three

holes are on the target, and three bean bags are provided

for throwing. This 1s a simple game which can be adjusted

for distence to provide success for the elderly patient. § 9.60
Sport-a-Ball - A cloth target with slx target pockets.

Four balls are used to throw into the pockets. You can

adjust distance of throws for differenttypes of patients. § 7.20
Telly-Pin Set - a portable bowling game which is light-

welght and hes two wooden balls which are used to strike

the pins and turn them over f{or sccres. The game c&n be used
indoors, outdoors, on the floor or on & talbe. $ 8.40
Suction Arrow Archery Set - the game Includes a light-

welght bow and three suctien arrowa. The dart board target

can be used. The game is fun, safe and requires 1little

effort. $ 2,00
Bowling Set - set af 10 maple 10 inch pins -~ white with

red nec and, two maple balls, 10 X 2' linoleum mat

and wire backstop. Display box and rules. $15.00
Duck Shoot Game - 3 ducks spin on & collapaible

Tripod, complete with a double-barreled gun which

shoots a harmless suction dart. Set includes aix

rubber-tipped projectiles.

Pubt-A-Came - an electric putting geme for practice and

Tun. Scoring lights registaer your score when holes &re

played in sequence 1 toy. Comes completely assembled.

Excellent indoor geme for patients. £18.00
Skibble - en action packed game for 2 to 6 players.

Screened 26" X 28" board is divided intornumbered squares.

Shooting skill 1s quickly developed with shooting
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19.

20,

103

List ice

e e - E—

checkers into the squares. Excellent for coordination
and pleasure. - $12.00
Spinball - an especially designed curved board 21Xx33

nches. Built in spinners and goals provide excitement
and competition. Complete with 7 heavy glass shooting

marbles, rul;:il 2 ay 24 $15.60
Western mars bean IE game - a stur X 30 inch
upson board,target. I screened in color. Metal
supports and three bean bags. T7.20
Baskit-Bel Game - A simple, unique and challenging

rge g8 on the wall or on any upright,

indoors or outdoors. When hit with a aqueeze-ball,
the target rings. The set consists of one target,

one large squeeze-ball and two small ones. # ¥o discount
on this
game .
List 6&95
oy e T ORDER BLANK

On orders of & games and over - shipping charges not included
deduct 204 discount from total price.

RECREATIONAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE, INC.
258 Broadway :
New York 7, N.Y.

I enclose check or money order
for the emount of § 5

Please send me the games listed below

(No.)® (Quantity) (Name of Game) (List Price)

- E E W W meE W, W W W e W e W e = E m e S s = = oe e e e = = o
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MUrray Hil§7-8300

THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE ON THE AGING

of the National Social Welfare Assembly
345 East 46th Street, New York 17, N. X,

G. Warficld llobbs, 3rd, Chairman
Ollie A, Randall, Vier Chairmon
Geneva Mathissen, Executive Secretary July 22, 1959

Mr. Paul J. Mitchell, Graduate Student
Horticulture Department

Oklahoma State University

Stillwater, Oklahoma

Dear Mr. Mitchell:

Your letter of July 8th to Mr. David Richards has been brought to my
attention.

The problem of landscape architecture for park space for older persons
has not had extensive investigation to my knowledge. However, Mr. George D.
Butler, of the National Recreation Association, 8 West 8th Street, Mew York 11,
New York, has developed a 3-page statement suggesting standards for outdoor
recreation space around centers for the aging, designed to serve memberships
of different sizes. Mr. Butler has also produced "Recreation Areas, Their
Design and Equipment", the Ronald Press Company in New York, 2nd edition, 1958.
This book has some excellent suggestions on your problem. It also contains
an excellent bibliography which you would find useful. I think you would find
also certain publications on the aging important since they define the kind of
controls 'in any' kind of space planning for older people. One of these is
"Indepcndmt Living for Older People", Philadelphia Hous Association,
Health and Welfare Council, Division on Aging, January 1958. "Housing the
Aging", by Wilma Donahue, University of Michigan Press, 1954. "Housing for
Older People" - Geneva Mathiasen in "Enriching the Years" New York State Legis-
lative Comittee on Problems of the Aging - 1953. The Architectural Forum has
carried articles by Whitney Smith'when he discusses some of the needs of older
people that must be taken into consideration in planning facilities for older
people.

I hope these leads will be helpful and would be happy to have the oppor-
tunity to see the parts of 'thé master's thesis which have to do with your plans
for park areas for older people.

Glendale, California might very well be a place you wish to write for
information on their layout of park space since they have located in the center
of town an outdoor recreation area, used primarily by older people. I suggest

National Social Welfare Assembly, Ine.
Mugh K. Jackson, Prosident  + Mres. Delaslie Allen, Chairman Adminisirative Committee  + Mobert E. Bondy, Directar
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Mr. Paul'J. Mitchell -2- ‘ July 22, 1959

you write the Park & Recreation Departments of Glendale, California, asking
for the layout of the Glendale Adult Recreation Center - 201 East Colorado.

I hope these leads will be valuable. I would be happy to hear from
you if there is anything more we can do for you. :

Sincerely yours, .
\.,' A \ [ ' f:
SRR ST RERRtN
Jean M. Maxwell, Director )
Study on Standards, Centers and

Club Programs for Older People
JMM:hh - -

Enclosure



AMERICAN
INSTITUTE

of PARK EXECUTIVES Ine.

Executive Offices: OGLERAY PARK, WHEELING, WEST VIRGINIA, U, S. A,

December 8, 1960

Mr, Paul J, Mitchell
310 East 12th Street
Ada, Oklahoma

Dear Mr, Mitchell:

In reply to your letter dated November 10 in which you requested information on planning that might be of
help to you in writing a Master's thesis on the development of a recreation park, we have enclosed three
bulletins entitled, "Suggested Goals in Park and Recreation Planning,” "Planning Better Vacation Accomo-
dations"and"Planning of Park Areas for Recreational Use,” This material is being furnished to you through
the facilities of the American Institute of Park Executives' Will O, Doolittle Lending Library, We must ask
you to return this material just as soon as you have obtained your information,

I suggest you contact the men listed below as they are experienced in the park field in design, maintenance,
plant material, and administration, I would seem that if you are to write a comprehensive thesis you would
have to contact men such as these listed and get personal opinions and first,expert advise,

Mr, R, R, "Pat” Murphy, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation, 404 Municipal
Building, Oklahoma City 2, Oklahoma, is considered to be a good administrator in the park field,

Mr, O. A, Zeigler, General Superintendent and Secretary, City of Tulsa Park Department,
408 South Denver, Tulsa 3, Oklahoma, very able park director,

Mr, Sigma H, Cowan, Superintendent, Maintenance and Operations, Tulsa Park and Recreation
Department, 408 South Denver, Tulsa 3, Oklahoma, excellent on park esd operations,

Mr, Henry Walter, Horticulturist, Oklahoma City Park Department, 3500 N, W, 36th Street,
Oklahoma City 12, Oklahoma, very well-known in the Southwest area because of his
knowledge of plant material,

Robert R. Rucker, Campus Landscape Architect, University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma,
Mr, Rucker was Assistant Professor of Horticulture and Park Management for five years prior to
going to Oklahoma University, He should be and I know would be happy to help you on design

and in selecting plant material for your layouts,

Paul, it is impaossible to give you very much information on the design of this problern, Many things have to be

considered, First, your aphy, then the location of the lake, do you want active and passive sections of

your park, what facilities plete do you wish this area, By contacting the men listed above and reviewing
Official Publication — Parks & Recreation Magazine
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Telephone Chapel 2-2160

Calllornia

DANIEL W. WARREN, JR., Precident ELQ ]. URBANOVSKY, Vies Presideni HARVEY 8. CRASS, Pasl President ALFAED B, LoGA3SSE
lupmhﬂl:-lrui Parks and ?ﬂlllw Hecd, Dept. H " I ‘sﬂci."' ¥ ‘;‘ w’uh:‘ et Y tn;::lu Su;ul:nr
and Fore an exas Il)lﬂ..;z O uskingum Wa'ters| nvy. Dist. o ‘ar
SRR T::I.:?‘dl = Lubbock, Texas b New Phlicdelphis, oan‘; Wheallng, Wynl Virginla
DIRECTORS
RALFH |. ANDAEWS CONRAD L. WIRTH DAVID M. ASBOTT
Direstor, North Caroliva Recreation Commission Director, Natlanal Park Service Director of !ni‘
Mansien Park Bullding W ol Interior Room 385, Munlcipal q
Raoleigh, North Carcling ashiagien, D. C. Denver 1. Colorads
& R. HODGSON GEORGE SPEIDEL NORMAN 8. mou FRANK VAYDIK
Gensral Superintendeni and Becretory Director, Wi Park Zoo Direcior, Los Angeles Dep I Sup T uy and Landssapls
Board o Farks cnd Recreation 4500 West it Strest ol Parks and Reereation Parks and I::t'o‘tﬂ'n D i
160 Princess Sirest Milwaukes 8, Wisconsin Mode O'Day Bulldin 135 lm&!ml
Mailoba, Canada 185 Wesi Wesbingion Boulevard Deurolt 18, Mickigan
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December 8, 1960
Mr, Paul Mitchell
Page 2

" their park design you should be able to formulate in your own mind just what you wish to
provide for the people of Stillwater, ' .

Cardially,

.Executive Secretary '

bik



108

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

IN REPLY REFER TO: Decenmber 8, 1@
A98-DM

Mr. Paul J. Mitchell
310 East 12th Street
Ada, Oklahoma

Dear Mr. Mitchell:

We are sending you, under separate cover, the following materials
for reference use in preparing your Master's thesis on recreation

parks:
The National Park System--a booklet with good basic
information that preceded the MISSION 66 study.

Facts About MISSION 66--condensed information in a question
and answer form.

MISSION 66 In Action--a progress report on three years of
MISSION 66 eccomplishments.

A Dittoed Supplement to the MISSION 66 In Action booklet
indicating major progress on a four-year basis.

Our m.‘..%g Shoreline--a report on recreational area
unities along Atlantic and Gulf Coasts.

The National Park Wilderness--sets forth the protection

and preservation responsibilities of the Service, reviews

the record of the past, and points out how these responsi-
bilities will be met under the MISSION 66 program.

That The Past Shall Live--a booklet dealing with the
problems, policies, and progress of historical units of
the National Park System.

Your MISSION 66 And The National Parks--a recent release
a or oil company on the MISSION 66
program and the National Parks.



We appreciate your interest in the National Park Service and the
MISSION 66 program end hope these materials will be helpful to
you in completing your thesis. When they have served their
usefulness to you, you may wish to add them to your school's

ﬁincerély yours,

W. G. Carnes, Chief ‘
MISSION 66 Staff
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VITA o
Paul J. Mitchell
vCandidate for the Degree of

Master of Science

Thesis: A LANDSCAPE PROPOSAL FOR BOOMER LAKE RECREATION PARK
Major Field: Horticulture
Biographical:

Personal Data: Born in city of Ada, Pontotoc County, November.22,
1935, the son of Lorane (Robins) Mitchell and Frank F. Mitchell;
married Nancy Gayle Pattillo July 28, 1962, Children: Leisa
Lorane born July 21, 1964; Gregory Alan born September 28, 1966.

Education; Attended Ada Elementary and Junior High School, gradue"
ated from Ada High School May, 1954; undergraduate study at
East Central State College, Ada, Oklahoma and QOklahoma State
University with Bachelor of Science Degree in Horticulture
from Oklahoma State University, May, 1958. Graduate study
Oklahoma State University, 1959-70, ’

Professional Experience: Landscape maintenance and design super-
viser, East Central College, Ada, Oklahoma 1959-62; Extension
Agent, Ornamental Horticulturist, Oklahoma State University
Extension Service, Tulsa, 1962-69; Landscape Architect, Ada,
Oklahoma, 1959-62; Landscape Horticulturist Tulsa Garden
Center, Tulsa, 1962-69; presently employed as Extension Orna~
mental Horticulturist, Oklahoma State University Extension
Service, Stillwater, Oklahoma. Landscape Architectural "
Designs include: Ada Arboretum, 1960-61; East Central State
College Campus, 1962; Tulsa Garden Center Arboretum, 1963-67;
Collinsville City Memorial Hospital grounds, 1963~6k4; Woolaroc
Museum Entrance, 1968. Produced weekly horticulture column,

.""Planning and Planting', Tulsa,Tribune, 1962 to 1969.

Professional Organizations: Chairman, Horticulture Advisory
Commi ttee, Tulsa County Vocational-Technical High Schoal,
1967-69; Vice-chairman, Programs Committee, Oklahoma Chapter
National County Agents Association, 1967-69; Horticulture
Chairman, Oklahoma Federated Garden Clubs; Oklahoma Horticul=
tural Society; Phi Sigma; Alpha Zeta; Red Red Rose; Church of
Christ, '



