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HUSSERLIAN METAPHENOMENOLOGY 

CHAPTER I 

WHAT IS METAPHENOMENOLOGY?

1 . The P ro b lem

Husserl calls phenomenology (or at least a "stage" of it) a 
solipsistic science. Yet he also says that science cannot be solip- 
sistic (LWC, p. 16). Can there be any such thing as a solipsistic stage 
of phenomenology, if we accept Husserl's claim that science cannot be 
solipsistic? Is there an equivocation on the term 'science'? Just 
what does ' solipsistic' mean in these contexts? The purpose of this 
work is to clarify and answer these questions, thereby obtaining a 
better understanding of phenomenology. But the first order of business 
is to specify what I mean by the unusual word that is part of the title. 
Just what does 'metaphenomenology' mean?

Some com m enta to rs  on H u s s e r l 's  p h i lo s o p h y  c o m p la in  t h a t  H u s s e r l  

d e v o te s  to o  much s p a c e  t o  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  phenom eno logy , r a t h e r  th a n  

d o in g  i t .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h a t  c o m p la in t  i s  m is c o n c e iv e d , s i n c e  a  

f a l s e  dilem m a i s  embedded i n  i t .  H u s s e r l 's  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  phenomeno

l o g i c a l  r e d u c t io n  i n  th e  f i r s t  vo lum e o f  I d e a s , f o r  e x a m p le , c o n ta in s  a  

num ber o f  d e s c r i p t i v e  a n a ly s e s .  The d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  s ta n d 

p o i n t  i n  c h a p te r  t h r e e  i s  i t s e l f  a  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l



reduction, insofar as it is a specification of what is "bracketed". 
Besides, if one engages in a truly philosophical enterprise, one 
necessarily reflects on what one is doing. Husserl quite rightly, then, 
conceived of phenomenology as including analyses of its own funda
mental concepts. The phenomenological clarification of concepts that 
are operative in phenomenology itself is what I call "metaphenomenology". 
This work is a piece of metaphenomenology.

2 . The L i t e r a t u r e  on  t h e  F i f t h  M e d i ta t io n

L e t  u s  b e  m ore s p e c i f i c .  C om m entato rs on  H u s s e r l* s  f i f t h  

m e d i t a t io n  t a k e  th e  p ro b lem  o f  i n t e r s u b j  e c t i v i t y  t o  b e  o f  " fu n d a m e n ta l  

im p o r ta n c e "  i n  H u s s e r l* s  p h i lo s o p h y ,  " t h e  to u c h s to n e  o f  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  

phenom enology" (AHP, p . 1 1 5 ) . B u t t h e  way c o m m e n ta to rs  h a v e  c o n s tr u e d  

th e  p ro b lem  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  r e n d e r s  t h o s e  c la im s  o f  fu n d a m e n ta l  

im p o r ta n c e  l a r g e l y  u n i n t e l l i g i b l e .  T h e re  a r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  im p o r ta n t  

d i s t i n c t i o n s  to  b e  draw n among th e  l i t e r a t u r e  on  th e  f i f t h  m e d i t a t io n .  

S a r t r e  and R ic o e u r ,  f o r  ex am p le , b e l i e v e  t h a t  H u s s e r l* s  a n a l y s i s  i s  

su p p o sed  to  y i e l d  p ro o f  o f  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r s .  Once H u s s e r l* s  

p ro b lem  h a s  b e e n  so  th o ro u g h ly  m is c o n s t r u e d ,  i t  i s  l i t t l e  s u r p r i s e  t o  

f i n d  t h a t  th e y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  H u s s e r l* s  *'s o l u t i o n "  d o es  n o t  w ork . I n  

a d d i t i o n  to  m is u n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  p ro b lem  a s  t h e  p ro b lem  o f  o t h e r  m in d s , 

S c h u e tz  m is c o n s tr u e s  a  num ber o f  d e t a i l s  i n  t h e  s o l u t i o n  t o  th e  p ro b le m .

U n l ik e  t h e  p re c e d in g  c o m m e n ta to rs , D av id  C a r r  u n d e r s ta n d s  

t h a t  th e  p ro b lem  d o e s  n o t  c a l l  f o r  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r s .  He c l e a r l y  

p e r c e iv e s  t h a t  t h e  p rob lem  i s  c o n c e p tu a l  (PPH, p .  8 7 ) .  H ow ever, C a r r  

b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h e  p ro b le m  i s  a  f u n c t i o n  o f  H u s s e r l* s



a p p a r e n t  i n c a p a b i l i t y  to  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  o b j e c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  w o r ld  

(PPH, p .  8 6 ) .  T ru e , t h a t  i s  a n  im p o r ta n t  p ro b le m . B u t i t  i s  n o t  t h e  

o n ly  o n e , and  n o t  t h e  one  t h a t  c o n c e rn s  t h e  v e r y  e n t e r p r i s e  o f  

phenom enology . E l l i s t o n  ( b u t  o n ly  on t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p o in t )  comes 

c l o s e s t  to  my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  i n s o f a r  a s  h e  r e c o g n iz e s  t h a t  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  

u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  t r u t h s  o f  l o g i c ,  s c i e n c e ,  an d  a r i t h m e t i c  i s  a t  

s t a k e  (H:E&A, p p . 2 1 3 -2 1 4 ) . B ut E l l i s t o n  e v id e n t ly  f o l lo w s  H u s s e r l  i n  

th in k in g  t h a t  o n ly  th o s e  k in d s  o f  t r u t h s  a r e  a t  s t a k e ,  s i n c e  h e  m e n tio n s  

o n ly  s c i e n c e ,  l o g i c ,  and  a r i t h m e t i c ,  and u s e s  ’ s c i e n c e '  i n  a  m ore 

r e s t r i c t i v e  s e n s e  th a n  I  s h a l l  h e r e .  The i s s u e ,  h o w ev er, i s  b r o a d e r :  

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l t r u t h s  a r e  t o  b e  c l a r i f i e d  by  e x p l i c a t i n g  ( i n  H u s s e r l 's  

s e n s e )  t h e  n o t io n  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y .  My t h e s i s  i s  t h a t  H u s s e r l  ( i n  

some p a s s a g e s )  m is u n d e rs to o d  h i s  own e n t e r p r i s e  on  t h i s  s c o r e ,  o r  a t  

l e a s t  w r o te  th in g s  t h a t  b e t r a y  su c h  a  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g .  T he p a ra 

d o x ic a l  th in g  i s  t h a t  t r a c i n g  th e  c o n se q u e n c e s  o f  ( a n d , i n  some c a s e s ,  

su p p le m e n tin g )  H u s s e r l 's  own a n a ly s e s  shows t h a t  some o f  H u s s e r l 's  

a s s e r t i o n s  a b o u t phenom enology a r e  f a l s e — in d e e d ,  n e c e s s a r i l y  f a l s e .

M ore s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  th e n ,  t h i s  i s  a  p i e c e  o f  m etaphenom enology  

on  p ro b le m s p e r t a i n i n g  to  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y .

3 . S c ie n c e ,  O b j e c t i v i t y  and I n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y

W hich H u s s e r l i a n  a n a ly s e s  y i e l d  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  H u s s e r l  

m ade n e c e s s a r i l y  f a l s e  s ta te m e n ts  a b o u t phenom enology? T h e re  a r e  two 

key  n o t io n s  to  b e  c l a r i f i e d  h e r e :  's c i e n c e '  and  ' o b j e c t i v i t y ' .

H u s s e r l 's  c l a r i f i c a t i o n s  o f  th o s e  two c o n c e p ts  ( i n  s e n s e s  t o  b e  

s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  c h a p te r )  i n  F orm al and T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic  a r e



t h e  b ack b o n e  o f  t h i s  w o rk , t h e  th r e a d  t h a t  c o n n e c ts  t h e  v a r i o u s  i s s u e s  

t h a t  I  a d d re s s  i n  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  c h a p te r s .  T h e re  i s  a  s e n s e  o f  's c i e n c e '  

i n  F o rm al and T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic  t h a t  a p p l i e s  t o  phenom enology a s  

w e l l  a s  to  w h a t we o r d i n a r i l y  c a l l  s c i e n c e s .  By s a y in g  " a  s e n s e  o f  

' s c i e n c e '" ,  one  s h o u ld  n o t  t a k e  me to  b e  s a y in g  t h a t  i t  i s  a  s t r i c t  

d e f i n i t i o n  o f  ' s c i e n c e ' ,  o r  even  n e c e s s a r y  and  s u f f i c i e n t  c o n d i t io n s  

f o r  b e in g  a  s c ie n c e .  My own c o n v ic t io n  i s  t h a t  t h e  " n e u t r a l  c o n c e p t  o f  

s c ie n c e "  ( a s  I  s h a l l  c a l l  i t )  i n c lu d e s  n e c e s s a r y ,  b u t  n o t  j o i n t l y  

s u f f i c i e n t ,  c o n d i t io n s  f o r  b e in g  a  s c i e n c e .  The n e u t r a l  c o n c e p t  o f 

s c ie n c e  i s  a  w o rk a b le , a l b e i t  a s s u r e d ly  i n a d e q u a te ,  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  

' s c i e n c e ' .  T h is  w ork  w i l l ,  i n  p a r t ,  b e  d e v o te d  to  a  d e fe n s e  and  

e l u c i d a t i o n  o f  t h e  n e u t r a l  c o n c e p t o f  s c i e n c e ,  i n s o f a r  a s  i t  c o n ta in s  a  

s e t  o f  n e c e s s a ry  c o n d i t io n s  f o r  phenom enology . I n  t h a t  r e s p e c t ,  t h i s  

w ork  i s  a  b i t  o f  a p o lo g e t i c s .  As we h a v e  s e e n ,  i t  i s  a l s o  a  c r i t i c i s m  

o f  some o f  H u s s e r l 's  t h e s e s .

S in c e  th e  c o n c e p ts  o f  s c ie n c e  and  o b j e c t i v i t y  p la y  su c h  a  

c r u c i a l  r o l e  h e r e ,  t h i s  w ork i s  a  p i e c e  o f  m etaphenom eno logy  on p ro b lem s 

p e r t a i n i n g  to  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  s c i e n c e  and o b j e c t i v i t y .  We w an t a  

p a r t i a l  an sw er to  th e  q u e s t io n  "W hat i s  p h en o m en o lo g y ?" , i n s o f a r  a s  i t  

c a n  b e  c o n s id e re d  a s  a  s c ie n c e  i n  t h e  n e u t r a l  s e n s e .  I t  s h o u ld  b e  n o te d  t h a t  

s c ie n c e  i n  th e  n e u t r a l  s e n s e  (w h ich  w i l l  b e  s p e c i f i e d  i n  th e  n e x t  c h a p te r )  

i s  n o t  H u s s e r l 's  i d i o s y n c r a t i c  n o t io n  o f  s c i e n c e .  Q u ine  and T J llia n  s h a r e  

s i m i l a r  v ie w s .

Our w ord  's c i e n c e '  comes from  a  L a t i n  w ord f o r  k n o w led g e . Much 
t h a t  we know d o e s  n o t  c o u n t a s  s c ie n c e ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  o f t e n  l e s s  due 
to  i t s  s u b j e c t  m a t te r  th a n  to  i t s  a r ra n g e m e n t. F o r  n e a r ly  any  
body o f  know ledge t h a t  i s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  o rg a n iz e d  to  e x h i b i t  
a p p r o p r i a t e  e v i d e n t i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among i t s  c o n s t i t u e n t  c la im s  
h a s  a t  l e a s t  some c a l l  to  b e  s e e n  a s  s c i e n t i f i c . . . .  The s c i e n t i f i c



community i s  no p r i v a t e  c lu b .  I n  p r i n c i p l e ,  and  i n  t h e  b e s t  and 
b r o a d e s t  s e n s e  o f  t h e  w o rd s , s c i e n t i f i c  i n q u i r y  c an  b e  u n d e r ta k e n  
by  anyone on a lm o s t any  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  (WB, p .  3 ,  e m p h asis  m in e ) .

B u t how does H u s s e r l  s p e l l  o u t  t h e  n e u t r a l  c o n c e p t  o f  s c ie n c e ?  

I  s a y  " s i m i l a r "  a d v is e d ly ,  s in c e  H u s s e r l  and Q u in e  e v id e n t ly  d i s a g r e e  

on a n  im p o r ta n t  p o i n t ,  w h ich  I  s h a l l  d i s c u s s  i n  c h a p te r  t h r e e .  M ore

o v e r ,  w hat o t h e r  c o n c e p ts  o f  s c ie n c e  and o b j e c t i v i t y  a r e  to  b e  fo u n d  i n  

H u s s e r l ’ s  w r i t i n g s ?

I  s h a l l  d e v o te  c h a p te r  two to  an  a n sw er t o  th o s e  q u e s t io n s .



CHAPTER I I  

•SCIENCE' A}m ’ OBJECTIVITY’

1 . I n t r o d u c t i o n

S in c e  o u r  p u rp o se  i s  to  o b t a i n  some u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  phenom enology 

a s  a  s c ie n c e ,  i t  i s  w o r th w h ile  to  b e g in  w i th  some d i s c u s s io n  o f  th e  

s e n s e s  o f  th e  te rm  's c i e n c e '  i n  H u s s e r l 's  w r i t i n g s .  T e rm in o lo g ic a l  

p r e c i s i o n  h e r e ,  a s  ev e ry w h ere  i n  p h i lo s o p h y ,  i s  im p o r ta n t .  We a r e  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c l a r i f y i n g  a  s e n s e  o f  's c i e n c e '  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  phenome

n o lo g y  i n  i t s  e x te n s io n .

T h e re  i s  a n o th e r  im p o r ta n t  te rm  t h a t  H u s s e r l  u s e s  i n  v a r io u s  

s e n s e s ,  and w h ich  n e e d s  to  b e  c l a r i f i e d  p r o v i s i o n a l l y  i n  t h i s  c h a p te r .

I  sp e a k  o f  t h e  term  'o b j e c t i v i t y '  (and  i t s  g ra m m a tic a l  c o g n a te s  'o b j e c 

t i v e '  and  'o b j e c t i v e l y ' ) .  T h a t t e r m 's  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  s c ie n c e  i s  

r e l a t i v e l y  s t r a ig h t f o r w a r d .  S c ie n c e  i s  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  know ing a n d , i n  

know ing , we p o s s e s s  t r u t h  (L I , p . 6 0 ) .  S c ie n c e ,  t h e n ,  p u r p o r t s  to  t e l l  

u s  w h a t i s  o b j a c t i v e l y  th e  c a s e .  T h e re  a r e  m ore  s u b t l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

b e tw een  s c ie n c e  and th e  o th e r  s e n s e s  o f  ' o b j e c t i v i t y ' ,  w h ich  w i l l  em erge 

i n  t h e  c o u rs e  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r .

I  p ro p o se  to  d i s c u s s  f o u r  s e n s e s  o f  th e  te rm  'o b j e c t i v i t y '  (o r  

one  o f  i t s  g ra m m a tic a l c o g n a te s )  i n  t h e  n e x t  two s e c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r .

I  s h a l l  s p e c i f y  some o f  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  o b t a i n  b e tw e en  them . T h ere 

a f t e r ,  I  s h a l l  c i t e  some c o n c e p t io n s  o f  s c ie n c e  i n  H u s s e r l 's  w r i t i n g s ,  

r u l i n g  o u t  th o s e  c o n c e p t io n s  t h a t  a r e  to o  n a rro w  t o  i n c lu d e  phenom enology



i n  t h e i r  e x te n s io n s .  T h is  w i l l  p e rm i t  u s  to  i d e n t i f y  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  

s e n s e s  o f  ’ s c i e n c e '  and 'o b j e c t i v i t y '  t h a t  a r e  t h e  te rm s  t o  b e  c l a r i f i e d  

i n  t h i s  w o rk , and to  o u t l i n e  th e  f o l lo w in g  c h a p t e r s .

2 . Tv70 S e n se s  o f  'O b j e c t i v i t y '

The f i r s t  and p r im a ry  s e n s e  o f  t h e  te rm  ' o b j e c t i v i t y '  i s  

m e n tio n e d  i n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  to  C a r t e s i a n  M e d i t a t i o n s , w h e re  H u s s e r l  

a t t a c k s  p h i lo s o p h e r s  f o r  en g a g in g  i n  " . . . a  m ere  se m b la n c e  o f  p h i lo s o p h iz 

in g  s e r i o u s l y  f o r  and  w i th  on e  a n o th e r "  (CM, p . 5 ) .  R a th e r  th a n  d o in g  

t h a t ,  p h i lo s o p h e r s  sh o u ld  s e e k  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s .

T h is  h a r d ly  a t t e s t s  a  m u tu a l  s tu d y  c a r r i e d  o n  w i th  a  c o n s c io u s n e s s  
o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  i n  th e  s p i r i t  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  s e r i o u s  c o l 
l a b o r a t i o n  and an  i n t e n t i o n  to  p ro d u c e  O b je c t iv e ly  v a l i d  r e s u l t s .  
'O b j e c t i v e l y . . . v a l i d  r e s u l t s '— th e  p h r a s e ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  s i g n i f i e s  
n o th in g  b u t  r e s u l t s  t h a t  h av e  b e e n  r e f i n e d  b y  m u tu a l  c r i t i c i s m  
and t h a t  now w i th s ta n d  e v e ry  c r i t i c i s m  (CM, p . 5 ) .

We s h a l l  s a y  t h a t  som eone s e e k s  (o r  p r a c t i c e s )  o b j e c t i v i t y ^  w hen h e

p u r s u e s  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s  and d o e s  s o  i n  t h e  w ays t h a t  a r e

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  y i e l d in g  su c h  r e s u l t s .

L e t  u s  c o n s id e r  t h i s .  I t  seem s t o  me t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  two d i s t i n 

g u i s h a b le  f e a t u r e s  o f  o b j e c t i v i t y ^  t h a t  H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t  c l a r i f y  i n  th e  

i n t r o d u c t i o n  to  C a r te s i a n  M e d i t a t i o n s . Howard K ahane e x p la i n s  th e  

d i s t i n c t i o n  w e l l .

I n  a  s e n s e ,  a l l  t r u e  s ta t e m e n ts  m ust i n  some way b e  c o n s id e r e d  w i th 
i n  t h e  bounds o f  o b j e c t i v i t y .  H ow ever, f o r  o u r  p u r p o s e s ,  a  d i f f e r e n t  
k in d  o f  o b j e c t i v i t y  i s  r e q u i r e d ,  a l th o u g h  i t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  e x a c t ly  
w ha t i t  c o n s i s t s  i n .  The man who l u c k i l y  u t t e r s  t h e  t r u t h  on  th e  
b a s i s  o f  o u tra g e o u s  p r e j u d i c e  h a s  n o t  a c h ie v e d  t h i s  k in d  o f  o b je c 
t i v i t y .  Now h a s  someone f a i l e d  to  a c h ie v e  i t  who u n l u c k i ly  u t t e r s  
f a l s e h o o d s  b a s e d  on i n t e n s e  r e s e a r c h  and c o g e n t  r e a s o n in g .  R o u g h ly , 
we w an t a s s e r t i o n s  b a se d  on  s u f f i c i e n t  e v id e n c e  (an d  c o g e n t  r e a s o n in g )  
t o  c o u n t  a s  o b j e c t i v e  i n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  th e y  l a t e r  t u r n  
o u t  t o  b e  t r u e  (LCR, p . i v ) .



Obj e c t i v i t y  in c lu d e s  b o th  o f  th e  n o t io n s  o f  o b j e c t i v i t y  t h a t  K ahane 

d i s t i n g u i s h e s .  Now an y  s c i e n t i f i c  e n t e r p r i s e  h a s  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  

r e s u l t s  a s  i t s  g o a l .  We w a n t to  know t h e  t r u t h ,  t o  know t h a t  w h ich  i s  

o b j e c t i v e l y  t h e  c a s e .  When H u s s e r l  s p e a k s  o f  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s  

r e s u l t s  ( a  te rm  t h a t  i s  s o  b ro a d  to  i n c lu d e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a s  w e l l  a s  

n a r ro w ly  c o n s tr u e d  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s u l t s ) ,  h e  h a s  t r u t h s  i n  m ind .

B ut H u s s e r l  i s  n o t  s p e a k in g  s o l e l y  o f  o b j e c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  f i r s t  

s e n s e  t h a t  K ahane i d e n t i f i e s .  We w ould  n o t  r e f e r  t o  p r o p o s i t i o n s  a s  

o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s  i f  th e y  w ere  p ro p o se d  on  th e  b a s i s  o f  r e v e l a 

t i o n .  O b je c t iv e ly  v a l i d  r e s u l t s  a r e  " r e f i n e d  b y  m u tu a l  c r i t i c i s m " .

H ence, H u s s e r l  s p e a k s  o f  e v id e n c e  a s  w e l l  a s  t r u t h  w hen h e  r e f e r s  to  

o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s ;  o n e  m u st u s e  m eth o d s t h a t  we r e g a r d  a s  

n e c e s s a ry  f o r  y i e l d i n g  th o s e  r e s u l t s .  O b j e c t i v i t y ^  in c lu d e s  o b j e c t i v i t y  

i n  K a h a n e 's  seco n d  s e n s e ,  to o .

Now i t  may b e  o b je c te d  t h a t  H u s s e r l  i s  s p e a k in g  o n ly  o f  i n t e n s e  

r e s e a r c h  and  s u f f i c i e n t  e v id e n c e . A f t e r  a l l ,  H u s s e r l  m e n tio n s  o n ly  

m u tu a l  c r i t i c i s m  and w i th s ta n d in g  i t ;  h e  d o e s  n o t  m e n t io n  t r u t h s .  T h is  

i s  a n  im p o r ta n t  o b j e c t io n .  I  s h a l l  p o s tp o n e  my f i n a l  an sw er to  t h i s  

q u e s t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  d i s c u s s io n  o f  e v id e n c e  an d  t r u t h  i n  c h a p te r  f o u r .  B ut 

I  h a v e  a  p r e l im in a r y  rem a rk . H u s s e r l  i s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  c o n c e p ts  

'o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t '  and  ' t r u t h ' .  D e s p i te  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we do n o t  

t a k e  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  o f  s c ie n c e s  a s  t h e  f i n a l  w ord  o n  t h e  m a t t e r ,  we do 

r e f e r  to  t h e  r e s u l t s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  c r i t i c i z e d  and  now w i th s ta n d  c r i t i c i s m  

a s  t r u e . T h e re  i s ,  th e n ,  some s o r t  o f  c o n c e p tu a l  c o n n e c t io n  b e tw e en  

'o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t '  and ' t r u e ' .  So, I  t h in k  t h a t  H u s s e r l  r e f e r s  

t o  o b j e c t i v i t y  i n  b o th  o f  K a h a n e 's  s e n s e s  w hen h e  m e n tio n s  th e  d e f i n i t i o n  

o f  'o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t ' .



Two c o n c lu d in g  rem a rk s  on  o b j e c t i v i t y ^  a r e  i n  o r d e r  a t  t h i s  

p o i n t .  I t  i s  n o te w o rth y  t h a t  H u s s e r l  s a y s  t h a t  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s  

a r e  r e f i n e d  by  m u tu a l c r i t i c i s m .  The v e r y  m ean in g  o f  'o b j e c t i v e l y  

v a l i d  r e s u l t '  th u s  i n c lu d e s  t h e  n o t io n  o f  a  com m unity  o f  r a t i o n a l  

s u b j e c t s .  S in c e  any s c i e n t i f i c  e n t e r p r i s e  h a s  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s  

a s  i t s  g o a l ,  t h e  v e ry  c o n c e p t o f  phenom enology  i n c lu d e s  t h e  n o t io n  o f  a  

com m unity o f  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s .  T h is  may seem  f a l s e  o r  p a r a d o x i c a l ,  s in c e  

H u s s e r l  r e f e r s  to  phenom enology a s  a  s o l i p s i s t i c  s c ie n c e  a n d  m ain 

t a i n s  t h a t  o n e  i s  n e u t r a l  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r s ,  so  

lo n g  a s  one  d o e s  phenom enology . I  s h a l l  e x p la i n  and  d e fe n d  t h a t  

p a r a d o x ic a l  s ta te m e n t  i n  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  c h a p t e r s .  S e c o n d ly , i t  i s  

b e c a u s e  th e  g o a l  o f  s c ie n c e  i s  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s  t h a t  s c i e n t i f i c  

a c t i v i t y  e x h i b i t s  a  tw o fo ld , " z ig z a g "  a t t i t u d e  on  t h e  p a r t  o f  s c i e n t i s t s ,  

w h ic h  can  b e  s k e tc h e d  a s  a im in g  s t r a i g h t  f o r  c e r t a i n  r e s u l t s ,  o n ly  to  

c r i t i c a l l y  e v a lu a te  them  s u b s e q u e n t ly  (FTL, p . 1 2 5 ) . O b je c t iv e ly  v a l i d  

r e s u l t s  a r e  r e f i n e d  by  and w i th s ta n d  c r i t i c i s m .  I  s h a l l  h a v e  much m ore 

t o  sa y  a b o u t th e  z ig z a g  s c i e n t i f i c  a t t i t u d e  i n  t h e  c h a p te r  on e v id e n c e  

and  t r u t h .  C l e a r l y ,  o b j e c t i v i t y ^  i s  t h e  c e n t r a l  c o n c e p t  o f  o b j e c t i v i t y  

i n  t h i s  w o rk .

O b je c t iv i t y ^  i s  n o t  t h e  o n ly  c o n c e p t  o f  o b j e c t i v i t y  i n  H u s s e r l 's  

w o rk s . C o n s id e r  th e  fo l lo w in g  s e n te n c e :  "T h e  p o i n t  i s  n o t  to  s e c u r e

o b j e c t i v i t y  bibt to  u n d e rs ta n d  i t "  (CES, p . 1 8 9 ) . The c o n te x t  o f  th e  

p a s s a g e  show s t h a t  H u s s e r l  i s  c o n t r a s t i n g  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  phenom enology 

w i th  D e s c a r t e s ' p h i lo s o p h y . D e s c a r t e s ' p u r p o s e  i s  t o  s e c u r e  o b j e c t i v i t y  

by  d ed u c in g  " t h e  r e s t  o f  know ledge" from  th e  ego  c o g i t o . w h e re a s  

H u s s e r l 's  p u rp o se  i t  t o  u n d e rs ta n d  o b j e c t i v i t y ,  r a t h e r  th a n  s e c u r e  i t .
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Now I  n o te d  t h a t  H u s s e r l  ( in d e e d , any  p h e n o m e n o lo g is t)  a t t e m p ts  to  

s e c u r e  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s  ( o b je c t iv i t y ^ ^ ) . T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  m ean ing  

o f  t h e  te rm  'o b j e c t i v i t y '  i n  t h e  s e n te n c e  j u s t  c i t e d  i s  n o t  t h e  same 

a s  o b j e c t iv i t y j ^ .  L e t  u s  c a l l  i t  " o b j e c t i v i t y 2 " .  What d o es  'o b j e c t i v i t y g '  

mean?

We c a n  b e g in  t o  c l a r i f y  o b j e c t i v i t y 2  b y  a s k in g  "W hat d o e s  

D e s c a r te s  p ro c e e d  to  d ed u ce  from  t h e  ego c o g i to ? " .  T hose  a r e  exam ples 

o f  s e c u r in g  o b j e c t i v i t y g -  As i s  w e ll-k n o w n , D e s c a r t e s  a rg u e s  t h a t  God 

e x i s t s  and  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n  e x t e r n a l  w o r ld ,  to  c i t e  o n ly  two ex a m p les .

We know t h a t  one  r e f r a i n s  from  p a s s in g  ju d g em e n t on  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  

t h i n g s ,  o n c e  one h a s  a d o p te d  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l a t t i t u d e .  Such 

e x i s t e n t i a l  com m itm ents " s e t  th e  t h e s i s  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  s ta n d p o in t  i n  

a c t i o n " ;  and  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n  i s  t h e  s u s p e n s io n  o f  t h a t  

t h e s i s .  R a th e r  th a n  a s s e r t i n g  ( f o r  exam ple) t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n  e x t e r n a l  

w o r ld ,  a  p h e n o m e n o lo g is t a t te m p ts  to  u n d e rs ta n d  t h e  b e l i e f .  A 

p h e n o m e n o lo g is t w an ts  t o  know w hat com m itm ents one  m u st make a b o u t th e  

c o u r s e  o f  o n e 's  e x p e r ie n c e  i f  one b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n  e x t e r n a l  

w o r ld ,  th e r e b y  c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  b e l i e f  ( s e e ,  e . g . .  I d e a s ,  p p . 9 1 -1 0 0 ) . 

S e c u r in g  o b j e c t i v i t y ^ ,  th e n ,  a p p e a rs  to  b e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  o r  m aking a s 

s e r t i o n s  t h a t  commit one  to  th e  t h e s i s  o f  th e  n a t u r a l  s t a n d p o i n t .

T h is  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  c o n firm e d  by  a  p a s s a g e  t h a t  o c c u rs  n e a r

th e  s e n te n c e  we have  b e e n  d i s c u s s in g .

No o b j e c t i v e  t r u t h ,  w h e th e r  i n  th e  p r e s c i e n t i f i c  o r  th e  s c i e n t i f i c  
s e n s e ,  i . e . ,  no c la im  a b o u t o b j e c t i v e  b e in g , e v e r  e n t e r s  ou r 
^ p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l^  s p h e re  o f s c i e n t i f i c  d i s c i p l i n e ,  w h e th e r  a s  
a  p re m is e  o r  a s  a  c o n c lu s io n  (CES, p . 175 , e m p h asis  m in e ) .

On th e  n e x t  p ag e  H u s s e r l  s a y s  t h a t  " O b je c t iv e  t r u t h  b e lo n g s  e x c lu s iv e ly
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w i th in  th e  a t t i t u d e  o f  n a t u r a l  human w o rld  l i f e  (CES, p .  1 7 6 ).

B ecau se  H u s s e r l  u s e s  th e  te rm  ’ o b j e c t i v e '  t o  m o d ify  ’ t r u t h ’ , o b j e c t i v i t y ^  

p e r t a i n s  to  th e  s u b je c t  m a t t e r  o f  th o s e  t r u t h s .  We s a y  t h a t  i t  i s  a  

m a th e m a tic a l  t r u t h  t h a t  a+b=b+a. H u s s e r l  i s  u s in g  ’ o b j e c t i v e ’ i n  t h e  

same way t h a t  I  u se d  ’m a th e m a t ic a l ’ i n  t h e  p r e c e d in g  s e n te n c e .  I f  a  

t r u t h  i s  o b j e c t i v e 2 » i t  i s  a b o u t  o b j e c t s  a p a r t  fro m  t h e i r  ( i n t e n t i o n a l )  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  to  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s .

We can  sp e a k  o f  s c ie n c e s  a s  ob j a c t i v e ^ .  T h o se  s c ie n c e s  a r e  

th o s e  t h a t  c o n s i s t  o f  a  body o f  o b j e c t iv e ^  t r u t h s ,  w h ic h  H u s s e r l  f r e 

q u e n t ly  c a l l s  th e  "m undane" s c ie n c e s .  We s h o u ld  n o te  t h a t  ’ o b j e c t i v i t y ^ '  

i s  d e f in e d  i n  c o n t r a s t  to  phenom enology , w h ic h  i s  a b o u t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

t h a t  n e c e s s a r i l y  o b t a i n  b e tw e e n  c o n s t i t u t i n g  c o n s c io u s n e s s  and  c o n s 

t i t u t e d  o b j e c t .  Phenom enology, th e n ,  i s  n o t  an  o b j e c t i v e ^  s c i e n c e .

I n  many c a s e s  w here  H u s s e r l  s a y s  t h a t  phenom enology i s  a  s u b j e c t i v e  

s c ie n c e ,  I  s u g g e s t  t h a t  h e  i s  m e re ly  n o t in g  t h a t  phenom enology i s  n o t  

a n  o b je c t iv e ^  s c ie n c e .  An a p p a re n t  f a l s e  s ta t e m e n t  ( o r  a t  l e a s t  a  

p u z z l in g  one) i s  th u s  r e c o g n iz e d  a s  t r u e  and  i n t e l l i g i b l e .

The a d j e c t i v e  ’ o b j e c t i v e g ' c o n t r a s t s  w i th  phenom enology  w hen

i t  m o d if ie s  ’ t r u t h ’ , to o .

H ere  we d i s c o v e r  a  f i r s t  d i f f i c u l t y .  A re  we n o t  a l s o  d o in g  s c ie n c e ?  
A re  we n o t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t r u t h s  a b o u t t r u e  b e in g ?  A re  we n o t  e n te r in g  
upon  th e  d a n g e ro u s  ro a d  o f  d o u b le  t r u t h ?  Can t h e r e  b e ,  n e x t  to  
o b j e c t iv e  t r u t h ,  y e t  a  seco n d  t r u t h ,  t h e  s u b j e c t i v e  (CES, p .  175)?

I f  I  had  n o t  a l r e a d y  s e t  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  

p a s s a g e , we w ould  ta k e  H u s s e r l  to  b e  s u g g e s t in g  a  r a t h e r  K ie rk e g a a rd ia n  

t h e s i s  on  t r u t h .  F o r tu n a t e ly ,  H u s s e r l  i s  m e re ly  s a y in g  t h a t  phenomeno

l o g i c a l  t r u t h s  a r e  n o t  o b j e c t iv e g .  P h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l t r u t h s  a r e  o b j e c t iv e ^ ,  

b u t  n o t  o b j e c t i v e 2 . B o th  o f  t h e  s e n s e s  o f  ’ o b j e c t i v i t y ’ a r e  th em es f o r
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p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l a n a l y s i s .  One p ro b lem  f o r  phenom enology i s  a  c l a r i 

f i c a t i o n  o f  i t s  own o b j e c t i v i t y  (FTL, p p . 2 6 8 ,2 7 3 ) .  The im p o r ta n c e  

o f  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  w i l l  becom e c l e a r e r  l a t e r .

3 . Two O th e r  S e n se s  o f  'O b j e c t i v i t y '

B o th  o b j e c t i v i t y ^  and o b j e c t i v i t y ^  p e r t a i n  t o  s c i e n c e s ,  p ro 

p o s i t i o n s ,  and  t r u t h s .  B u t to  w h a t do th o s e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  r e f e r ?

H u s s e r l  u s e s  th e  te rm s  'o b j e c t i v e '  a n d 'o b j e c t i v i t y '  i n  two d i f f e r e n t  

s e n s e s ,  i n  o r d e r  to  d e s ig n a t e  t h e  r e f e r e n t s  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s .  I  p ro p o s e  

t o  d i s c u s s  t h o s e  two s e n s e s  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

E v ery  s c ie n c e  ( i n  a  b ro a d  s e n s e )  h a s  a  p r o v in c e  o r  s u b j e c t  

m a t t e r .  H u s s e r l  u s e s  t h e  te rm  'o b j e c t i v e '  t o  d e s ig n a t e  t h e  h o r iz o n  

o f  t h e  p r o v in c e  o f  many s c ie n c e s .  H u s s e r l  w r i t e s  o f  " t h e  o b j e c t i v e  

(d es  O b je k tiv e n ) i n  a  p re e m in e n t  s e n s e " ,  by  w h ic h  h e  m eans " t h e  i n t e r 

s u b j a c t i v e l y  r e a l "  (FTL, p .  1 6 6 ) . 'O b j e c t i v i t y ^ ' , t h e n ,  m eans ' i n t e r -  

s u b je c t iv e  r e a l i t y ' .

I n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  r e a l i t y  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t o  b e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  

from  a  body o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  a b o u t  i n t e r s u b j a c t i v e  r e a l i t y .  Now 

i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  r e a l i t y  i s  n o t  t h e  p r o v in c e  o f  any  p a r t i c u l a r  s c ie n c e  

e x c lu s i v e l y ,  f o r  p a r t s  o f  i t  a r e  t h e  p r o v in c e  o f  many s c i e n c e s ,  su c h  

a s  c h e m is tr y ,  b io lo g y ,  p sy c h o lo g y  and  s o c io lo g y .  N or i s  i t  s im p ly  

th e  h o r iz o n  o f  t h e  p r o v in c e s  o f  many s c ie n c e s .  F o r  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  

r e a l i t y  i s ,  f o r  th e  m o st p a r t ,  t h a t  a b o u t w h ich  we s p e a k  i n  p r e s c i e n t i f i c  

l i f e ,  a t  l e a s t  a s  th e  c o - in te n d e d  h o r iz o n  o f  o u r  e v e ry d a y  s p e e c h . I t  i s ,  

s i m i l a r l y ,  th e  c o - in te n d e d  h o r iz o n  o f  s e n s e - e x p e r ie n c e .  T h a t i s ,  we 

i d e n t i f y  th e  o b j e c t s  o f  s e n s e - e x p e r ie n c e  a s  b e in g  p a r t  o f  t h e  i n t e r s u b j e c -
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t i v e l y  r e a l  w o r ld .  B u t . i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  r e a l i t y  i s - t h e ' 'h o r i z o n  o f  th e  

p r o v in c e s  o f  many s c i e n c e s ,  in c lu d in g  many o f  t h o s e  s c ie n c e s  t h a t  

a r e  o b j e c t iv e ^ -

B ut i t  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  a l l  s c i e n c e s  t h a t  a r e  o b j e c t iv e g

a r e  a b o u t t h in g s  w i t h in  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  r e a l i t y ,  o r  o b j e c t i v i t y ^ -  Some

of these sciences are about what Husserl calls "ideal objectivities".
H u s s e r l  som etim es r e f e r s  to  t h e s e  a s  " i r r e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s " ,  o r  s im p ly

" i r r e a l i t i e s " .  T h is  in t r o d u c e s  t h e  f o u r t h  s e n s e  o f  ' o b j e c t i v i t y ' ,  t h e

m ean ing  o f  w h ich  I  s h a l l  s p e c i f y  p r e s e n t l y .  H u s s e r l  i s  d i s c u s s in g

l o g i c ,  w h ich  t r e a t s  p r o p o s i t i o n s  and p r o p o s i t i o n a l  fo rm s a s  i t s  o b j e c t s ,

i n  t h e  f o l lo w in g  p a s s a g e :

Thus t h e  o b j e c t i v i t i e s  ' t r e a t e d '  h e r e  a r e  no  r e a l i t i e s :  The
p e c u l i a r  s e n s e  t h a t  i d e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s  p o s s e s s ,  i n  b e in g  ( a s  we 
h a v e  s a i d )  e x a c t ly  a s  o r i g i n a l l y  c e r t a i n  t o  u s  i n  a n  e v id e n c e  o f  
t h e i r  own a s  a r e  r e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s  com ing from  e x p e r ie n c e ,  i s  
u n a l t e r a b l e  (FTL, p p . 1 6 7 -1 6 8 ) .

T h is  shows t h a t  H u s s e r l  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  b e tw e e n  r e a l  and  i d e a l  o b j e c t i v 

i t i e s .  How d o e s  h e  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw e e n  th e  two? R o u g h ly , t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  

i s  a lo n g  th e  f o l lo w in g  l i n e s .  R e a l o b j e c t i v i t i e s  a r e  e x te n d e d , l o c a t e d ,  

m o b ile ,  and o u t s i d e  one  a n o th e r  i n  o b j e c t iv e ^  t im e . I d e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s  

h a v e  n one  o f  t h e s e  p r o p e r t i e s  (FTL, p p . 1 5 4 -1 5 5 ) .

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s  im p o r ta n t  to  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw e e n  i n t e r -  

s u b j e c t i v e  (o r  o b j e c t i v e )  r e a l i t y  and  r e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s .  The w ord 

' o b j e c t i v i t i e s ' ,  w h ere  i t  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  p h r a s e s  ' r e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s '  

and  ' i d e a l  ( o r  i r r e a l )  o b j e c t i v i t i e s '  i s  a  c o u n t in g  n o u n , su c h  t h a t  

one  can  s a y  " T h is  i s  ^  r e a l  o b j e c t i v i t y  and  t h a t  i s  a n o th e r " .  B u t 

t h e  c o g n a te  o f  th e  w ord 'o b j e c t i v i t y '  i n  t h e  l o c u t i o n  'o b j e c t i v e  i n  

t h e  p re -e m in e n t  s e n s e ' i s  n o t  a  c o u n t in g  nou n . One c a n n o t  s a y  'T h i s
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i s  a n  o b j e c t i v i t y ^  and t h a t  i s  a n o th e r * .  T h a t w o u ld  am ount t o  s a y in g  

'T h i s  i s  one  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  r e a l i t y  and t h a t  i s  a n o th e r * .  T h is  

e x p la in s  why I  r e p e a te d l y  w ro te  t h a t  o b j e c t i v i t y ^  i s  t h e  h o r iz o n  o f  

t h a t  a b o u t  w h ic h  we s p e a k . F o r  t h e  m ost p a r t ,  we s p e a k  o f  r e a l  

o b j e c t i v i t i e s ,  r a t h e r  th a n  o b j e c t i v e  ( i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e )  r e a l i t y .  B u t 

when we s p e a k  o f  r e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s ,  we a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h in g s  w h ich  

a r e  o b j e c t i v e  ( i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e )  r e a l i t y ;  m o re o v e r , t h a t  i s  th e  way i t  

i s  f o r  u s . T h u s, o b j e c t i v i t y ^  ( o r  i n t e r s u b j  e c t i v e  r e a l i t y )  i s  th e  

h o r iz o n  o f  o b j e c t i v e  r e a l i t i e s  ( r e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s ^ ) ,  o r  t h a t  a b o u t  

w h ic h  we s p e a k  f o r  th e  m ost p a r t .  T he p r e c e d in g  s ta te m e n t  h a s  th e  

s t a t u s  o f  a  d e f i n i t i o n .

B u t j u s t  w h a t does 'o b j e c t i v i t y ^ *  m ean? D e s p i te  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

t h e r e  i s  a  s h a rp  c o n t r a s t  b e tw e e n  i d e a l  and  r e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s ,  th e  

m ean ing  o f  t h e  te rm  'o b j e c t i v i t i e s *  i s  t h e  sam e i n  b o th  c a s e s .  

'O b je c t iv i t y ^ *  m eans 'a n y  p o s s i b l e  s u b j e c t  o f  t r u e  p r e d i c a t i o n s ' ,  o r  

'a n y th in g  o f  w h ic h  we ca n  speak* ( I d e a s ,  p p . 8 0 , 3 4 5 ) .  An o b j e c t i v i t y ^  

m u s t . s a t i s f y  one  s e t  o f  c o n d i t io n s  o f  i t  i s  to  b e  a  r e a l  o b j e c t i v i t y ^ ;  

i t  m u st s a t i s f y  a n o th e r  s e t  i f  i t  i s  to  b e  a n  i d e a l  o b j e c t i v i t y ^ .  Some 

exam ples o f  r e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s  a r e  a  b u i l d i n g ,  a  r a in b o w , and a  c a t  

b e in g  on a  m a t. Some i d e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s  a r e  t h e  s q u a r e  r o o t  o f  two 

and  th e  law  o f  n o n - c o n t r a d i c t i o n .

O b j e c t i v i t y ^  i s  a  v e r y  b ro a d  n o t io n ,  i n s o f a r  a s  su c h  d i v e r s e  

o b j e c t i v i t i e s  a s  a  b u i ld i n g  and  a  c a t  b e in g  on  a  m at a r e  i n  t h e  same 

c a te g o r y .  The two exam ples a r e  n o t  p a r a l l e l ;  i f  th e y  w e re , i n s t e a d  

o f  " a  c a t  b e in g  on  a  m at"  I  w ould  h a v e  s a i d  " a  c a t " .  T h is  i s  a  

r a t i o n a l e  f o r  u s in g  th e  odd te rm  'o b j e c t i v i t i e s ' .
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” I  o f t e n  m ake u s e  o f  t h e  v a g u e r  e x p r e s s io n  'o b j e c t i v e  c o r r e l a t e '  (G egen- 

s t a n d l i c h k e i t )  s i n c e  we a r e  n e v e r  l i m i t e d  t o  o b j e c t s  i n  t h e  n a r ro w e r  s e n s e ,  

b u t  a l s o  h a v e  to  do w i th  s t a t e s  o f  a f f a i r s ,  p r o p e r t i e s ,  an d  n o n - in d e p 

e n d e n t fo rm s , e t c . ,  w h e th e r  r e a l  o r  c a t e g o r i a l "  (L I , p . 2 6 1 ) .^  H u s s e r l  

d raw s m ore r e f i n e d  d i s t i n c t i o n s  b e tw e e n  k in d s  o f  o b j e c t i v i t i e s .  A c a t  

i s  a n  exam ple o f  w h a t H u s s e r l  c a l l s  a  " s u b s t r a t e  o b j e c t i v i t y " ,  w h e re as  

a  c a t  b e in g  on  a  m at i s  a  " c a t e g o r i c a l l y  fo rm ed  o b j e c t i v i t y " .  I  s h a l l  

sa y  m ore  a b o u t t h a t  d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  t h e  c h a p te r  on e v id e n c e  an d  t r u t h .

W hat does  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  o b j e c t i v i t y ^  h a v e  to  do w i th  s c ie n c e  

and  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s  ( o b j a c t i v i t y ^ ) ? Any s c ie n c e  c o n s i s t s  o f  

a  body o f  t r u t h s  t h a t  a r e  t r u e  i n  v i r t u e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  r e f e r  to  

a c t u a l  s t a t e s  o f  a f f a i r s  and ( th e r e b y )  u l t i m a t e l y  to  s u b s t r a t e  o b j e c t i v i t i e s  

a b o u t  w h ich  one  c a n  p r e d i c a t e .  I f  'A l l  i s o l a t e d  sy s te m s  a r e  e n t r o p i e '  

i s  t r u e — i f  i t  i s  an  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t — th e n  t h e r e  a r e  ( f o r  th e  

s c i e n t i s t s )  su c h  t h in g s  a s  i s o l a t e d  sy s te m s  ( o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  s y s te m s  t h a t  

a p p ro x im a te  t h a t  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  su c h  a s  a  t i g h t l y  c a p p ed  th e rm o s  b o t t l e )  

t h a t  c o r r o b o r a te  i t s  t r u t h .  The e x p e r ie n c in g  o f  t h o s e  o b j e c t i v i t i e s  

(E v id e n z ) , th o s e  s t a t e s  o f  a f f a i r s ,  shows t h e  t r u t h  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  to  

u s .  T h e re  i s  no s c ie n c e  w i th o u t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  o b j e c t i v i t i e s .

What k in d  o f  o b j e c t i v i t i e s  a r e  r e f e r e n t s  i n  phenom enology? The

c r i t e r i o n  f o r  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  b e tw e e n  r e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s  and  i d e a l

o b j e c t i v i t i e s  i s  t e m p o r a l i t y .  R e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s  a r e  in d iv id u a t e d  by

time; that is not the case for ideal objectivities. To the extent that
n o e s e s  a r e  sp o k e n  o f ,  t h e n ,  s i n c e  t h e i r  i d e n t i t i e s  a r e  bound t o  t im e ,

2
r e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s  a r e  r e f e r e n t s  i n  phenom eno logy . N oem ata, o n  th e  

o t h e r  h an d , a r e  i d e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s  ( a g a in ,  to  th e  e x te n t  t h a t  th e y  a r e
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3
spoken  o f ) .  B o th  r e a l  and i d e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s  a r e  r e f e r e n t s  i n  

phenom enology.

We now h a v e  a  p r e l im in a r y  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  t h e  f o u r  s e n s e s  o f  

'o b j e c t i v i t y '  i n  H u s s e r l 's  w r i t i n g s .  L e t  u s  sum m arize  some o f  t h e  

o b s e r v a t io n s .  The g o a l  o f  any  s c ie n c e  w h a ts o e v e r ,  i n c l u d in g  phenom eno logy , 

i s  o b j e c t iv e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s  ( o b j e c t i v i t y ^ )  (CES, p . 1 2 2 ) . O b je c t iv e ^  

s c ie n c e s  a r e  n o n -p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l s c ie n c e s .  Any s c ie n c e  i s  a b o u t  r e a l  

o r  i d e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s ^ ,  w h ereas  o b j e c t i v i t y ^  i s  t h e  h o r iz o n  o f  r e a l  

o b j e c t i v i t i e s .  Some o b je c t iv S g  s c ie n c e s  ( su c h  a s  m a th e m a tic s )  a r e  

a b o u t i d e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s ^  e x c lu s i v e l y ,  b u t  a r e  o b j e c t i v e 2  f o r  t h e  

s im p le  r e a s o n  t h a t  th e y  a r e  n o t  a b o u t t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  n e c e s s a r i l y  

o b t a in  b e tw e en  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  c o n s c io u s n e s s  and  i t s  i n t e n t i o n a l  o b j e c t s .

The i n t e r s u b j a c t i v e l y  r e a l  w o rld  ( o b j e c t i v i t y ^ )  i s  n o t  th e  h o r iz o n  o f  

i d e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s ^ ,  s in c e  i t  m akes no  s e n s e  t o  s a y  th in g s  l i k e  "T he  

s q u a re  r o o t  o f  two i s  b e h in d  th e  w a s te  p a p e r  b a s k e t"  o r  "T he  num ber 

t h r e e  becam e o ld e r '* . .

4 . H u s s e r l 's  C o n cep ts  o f  S c ie n c e

We a r e  now i n  a  p o s i t i o n  to  c l a r i f y  H u s s e r l 's  c o n c e p ts  o f  

s c ie n c e  w h ic h , a s  I  h a v e  n o te d ,  a r e  c o n c e p tu a l ly  c o n n e c te d  w i th  t h e  

v a r io u s  s e n s e s  o f  ' o b j e c t i v i t y ' .  I  s h a l l  i s o l a t e  t h e  s e n s e  o f  's c i e n c e '  

t h a t  i s  b ro a d  enough to  in c lu d e  phenom enology w i t h i n  i t s  e x te n s io n .

T h a t w i l l  b e  t h e  n o t io n  o f  s c ie n c e  t h a t  w i l l  b e  a n a ly z e d  f u r t h e r  i n  

s u b s e q u e n t c h a p te r s .

A c e r t a i n  c o n c e p tio n  o f  s c ie n c e  i s  p re d o m in a n t i n  t h e  L o g ic a l  

I n v e s t i g a t i o n s . T h e re  H u s s e r l  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  s c i e n c e  i s ,  a t  l e a s t



17

i d e a l l y ,  n o m o lo g ic a l ly  o r d e r e d .  I d e a l l y ,  s c i e n c e  i s  d e d u c t iv e ;  i t  i s

a  s e t  o f  d e f i n i t i o n s ,  ax iom s and  p o s t u l a t e s ,  from  w h ich  th eo re m s

f o l lo w . "No t r u t h  i s ,  how ev er, i s o l a t e d  i n  s c i e n c e :  i t  o c c u rs  i n

c o m b in a tio n  w i th  o t h e r  t r u t h s  i n  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n n e c t io n s  bound by

r e l a t i o n s  o f  g ro u n d  and  c o n s e q u e n t"  (L I , p .  1 7 3 , em p h asis  m in e ) .  The

p o s i t i o n  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  s t a t e d  i n  o t h e r  p l a c e s .

T h is  £ t h a t  p u re  l o g i c  d e a l s  w i th  i d e a l  u n i t i e s  ( o b j e c t i v i t i e s ^ ^  i s  
c l e a r  from  t h e  s t a r t  i f  we f i r s t  t h in k  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  l o g i c  ta k e s  
up  t o  t h e  many s c i e n c e s ,  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  n o m o lo g ic a l  s c i e n c e ,  con
c e rn e d  w i th  th e  i d e a l  e s s e n c e  o f  s c ie n c e  a s  s u c h , o r ,  th o u g h t  i n  
g e n e r a l ,  ta k e n  p u r e ly  i n  i t s  t h e o r e t i c  c o n te n t  and  c o n n e c t io n  (L I , 
p .  233 , l a s t  em phasis  m in e ) .

Now I  s a id  t h a t  H u s s e r l  th o u g h t  t h a t  th e  i d e a l  o f  s c ie n c e  i s  t o  b e

d e d u c t iv e ly - o r d e r e d  i n  t h e  L o g ic a l  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s . H u s s e r l  r e a l i z e d  t h a t

n o t  e v e ry  s c ie n c e  i s  i n  f a c t  so  o r d e r e d .  The f o l lo w in g  p a s s a g e  o c c u rs

w i t h in  t h e  c o n te x t  o f  a  c o n t r a s t  b e tw e en  s c ie n c e s  w h ic h  a r e  u n i f i e d  i n

te rm s  o f  e x p la n a to r y  p r i n c i p l e s  ( i . e . , n o m o lo g ic a l  o r  t h e o r e t i c a l

s c ie n c e s )  and  s c ie n c e s  w h ich  a r e  u n i f i e d  by  d i f f e r e n t  m eans.

T h e re  a r e ,  i n  th e  se co n d  p l a c e ,  e x t e r n a l  s t a n d p o i n t s  w h ich  ra n g e  
t r u t h s  i n t o  one  s c ie n c e :  th e  n e a r e s t  t o  hand  i s  th e  u n i t y  o f  th e
th in g  i n  a  m ore l i t e r a l  s e n s e .  One c o n n e c ts  a l l  t r u t h s  w hose con
t e n t  r e l a t e s  to  one  and th e  same i n d i v i d u a l  o b j e c t ,  o r  to  one  and 
t h e  same e m p i r ic a l  g e n u s . T h is  i s  t h e  c a s e  i n  r e g a r d  to  t h e  c o n c r e te  
. . . s c i e n c e s ,  su c h  a s  g e o g ra p h y , h i s t o r y ,  a s tro n o m y , n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y ,  
anatom y e t c .  (L I , p . 2 3 0 ) .

O nly some s c i e n c e s ,  su c h  a s  m a th e m a tic s  and g e o m e try , s a t i s f y

t h i s  i d e a l  o f  s c ie n c e .  None o f  t h e  s c ie n c e s  m e n tio n e d  i n  t h e  above

q u o t a t i o n  a r e  d e d u c t iv e ly  o r d e r e d ;  n o r  a r e  some o t h e r s ,  su c h  a s

b io lo g y  and  p s y c h o lo g y . T h is  i n c lu d e s  phenom eno logy .

T hus t h e  id e a  o f  a n  a l l - e m b r a c in g  p h i lo s o p h y  becom es a c t u a l i z e d —  
q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t l y  th a n  D e s c a r te s  and h i s  a g e ,  g u id e d  by  m odern  
n a t u r a l  s c i e n c e ,  e x p e c te d :  N ot a s  an  a l l - e m b r a c in g  sy s te m  o f
d e d u c t iv e  t h e o r y , a s  th o u g h  e v e ry th in g  t h a t  e x i s t s  w e re  in c lu d e d  
i n  t h e  u n i ty  o f  a  c o m p u ta tio n , b u t — w ith  a  r a d i c a l  a l t e r a t i o n  o f



18

t h e  fu n d a m e n ta l s e n s e  o f  a l l  s c ie n c e — a s  a  sy s te m  o f  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  
d i s c i p l i n e s ,  w h ich  t r e a t  c o r r e l a t i v e  th em es a n d  a r e  u l t i m a t e l y  
g ro u n d e d , n o t  on  a n  ax io m , ego  c o g i t o ,  b u t  on  a n  a l l - e m b r a c in g  
s e l f - i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (CM, p .  156 , f i r s t  e m p h a s is  m in e ) .

Husserl abandoned the thesis that science is ideally nomological 
in later works. He:-even explicitly criticizes the position that he 
took in the Logical Investigations.

Thus we have  l e a r n e d  so m e th in g  v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  t h e  u n d e r
s ta n d in g  o f  l o g i c .  I t  was s t i l l  l a c k in g  i n  t h e  L o g is c h e  U n te r -  
su c h u n g en . A c o r r e c t  e x p o s i t io n  t h e r e  w ou ld  h a v e  o m it te d  e v e ry  
a n t i c i p a t o r y  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  i d e a l  o f  ’ t h e o r e t i c a l '  o r  ’nomo
l o g i c a l l y  e x p la n a to r y ' s c ie n c e — an  i d e a l  t h a t  c a n  by  no  m eans be
a c c e p te d  f o r  e v e ry  s c ie n c e  (FTL, p . 1 0 2 ) .

H is  c r i t i c i s m  o f  D e s c a r te s  i n  C a r te s i a n  M e d i t a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  same b e l i e f

i s  even  s t r o n g e r  (CM, p . 2 4 ) .  S in c e  phenom eno logy  and some o th e r  s c ie n c e s

a r e  n o t  ev en  i d e a l l y  n o m o lo g ic a l ,  H u s s e r l  ab an d o n ed  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  

' t h e  i d e a l  e s s e n c e  o f  s c i e n c e '  m eans 'u n i f i e d  i n  te rm s  o f  b a s i c  e x p la n 

a to r y  la w s , w i th  a l l  t r u t h s  r e l a t i n g  t o  one  a n o th e r  l o g i c a l l y ' . T h a t 

d e f i n i t i o n  becam e a  way o f  c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  some o f  t h e  s c i e n c e s ,  r a t h e r  

th a n  s c ie n c e  i t s e l f .

So f a r ,  t h e n ,  tw o k in d s  o f  s c ie n c e s  h a v e  b e e n  c h a r a c t e r i z e d :  

n o m o lo g ic a l  and c o n c r e te  s c i e n c e s .  N o m o lo g ic a l s c i e n c e s  a r e  u n i f i e d  i n  

te rm s  o f  b a s i c  e x p la n a to r y  p r i n c i p l e s .  C o n c re te  s c i e n c e s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  

han d , a r e  u n i f i e d  o n ly  i n  te rm s  o f  th e  same e m p i r i c a l  g e n u s ;  e a c h  c o n 

c r e t e  s c ie n c e  i s  a b o u t a  c e r t a i n  s o r t  o f  o b j e c t  ( o b j e c t i v i t y ^ ) .  The 

same i s  t r u e  o f  n o m o lo g ic a l  s c ie n c e s ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e i r  g e n e ra  a r e  n o t  

( f o r  t h e  m ost p a r t )  e m p i r i c a l .  Does H u s s e r l  a l s o  s p e a k  o f  s c ie n c e  i n  a  

way t h a t  i s  n e u t r a l  t o  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e en  c o n c r e te  an d  n o m o lo g ic a l  

s c ie n c e s ?  In d ee d  h e  d o e s . "Any s c ie n c e  w h a te v e r  i s  a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  

t r u t h s ^ n o t  h a p h a z a rd ly  th row n  t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  com bined  and  r e l a t i n g  i n
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an y  c a s e  t o  a  u n i t a r y  p ro v in c e "  (FTL, p . 1 0 2 ) . T h is  c o n c e p t o f  s c ie n c e  

d o e s  n o t  i n c lu d e  any  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  k in d  o f  p r o v in c e ;  n o r  d o e s  

i t  i n c lu d e  an y  s ta te m e n t  a b o u t  w hat l o g i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o b t a i n  b e tw een  

t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  o f  a  s c i e n c e ,  w i th  one e x c e p t io n .  The e x c e p t io n  i s  

t h a t  H u s s e r l  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  o f  an y  s c ie n c e  a r e  co m b in a b le  

w ith o u t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n .  But t h a t  i s  a  much w e a k e r c la im ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

th a n  t h e  c o n te n t io n  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s i t io n s  o f  a  s c ie n c e  a r e ,  i d e a l l y ,  

d e d u c t iv e ly  o r d e r e d .  So t h i s  c o n c e p t o f  s c ie n c e  h o ld s  f o r  b o th  c o n c r e te  

and  n o m o lo g ic a l  s c i e n c e s .

B o th  t h e  n o m o lo g ic a l  and t h e  b r o a d e r  c o n c e p ts  o f  s c ie n c e  in c lu d e  

n o th in g  a b o u t s c i e n t i f i c  a c t i v i t y . H u s s e r l  o f t e n  d e p i c t s  s c ie n c e  a s  a  

f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t ,  o r  s im p ly  a  s e t  o f  t r u t h s  a b o u t  a  p r o v in c e .  But 

su c h  a  s e t  o f  t r u t h s  i s  n o t  u n r e l a t e d  to  s c i e n t i f i c  a c t i v i t y .  L e t u s  

lo o k  a t  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  ex am p le . A t r u t h  su c h  a s  'A t  c o n s ta n t  te m p e r

a t u r e ,  t h e  volum e o c c u p ie d  by a  f ix e d  w e ig h t o f  g a s  i s  d i r e c t l y  p ro 

p o r t i o n a l  to  t h e  a b s o lu t e  t e m p e r a tu r e ' was t r u e  b e f o r e  anyone  d is c o v e r e d  

i t .  H ow ever, i t  was n o t  a  s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h — t h a t  i s ,  i t  was n o t  p a r t  o f  

t h e  s c ie n c e  we c a l l  " c h e m is t r y " — b e f o r e  i t s  t r u t h  w as d is c o v e r e d  and 

i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  a  s i m i l a r  body o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  same p r o v in c e .

I f  t h i s  exam ple i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  th e n  t h e  c o n c e p t io n  o f  s c ie n c e  a s  

a  f i n i s h e d  p ro d u c t  i s  in c o m p le te  o r  o n e - s id e d .  The " o th e r  s id e "  o f  

t h e  f i n i s h e d  p ro d u c t  i s  t h e  a c t i v i t y  w h ich  p ro d u c e d  i t .  A body o f  

t r u t h s  a b o u t a  p ro v in c e  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  a c t i v i t y .  H u s s e r l  

m akes s c i e n t i f i c  a c t i v i t y  t h e  c e n t r a l  f e a t u r e  o f  a n o th e r  c h a r a c t e r i z a 

t i o n  o f  s c ie n c e ;

I t  £ [ ' s c i e n c e ^  m eans a  c e r t a i n  u n iv e r s e  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  a r o s e
somehow from  t h e o r e t i c a l  e f f o r t  and h av e  a  s y s te m a t ic  o r d e r  w h e re in
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a  c e r t a i n  u n iv e r s e  o f  o b j e c t s  becom es d e te rm in e d  (FTL, p . 103 , 
em p h a s is  m in e ) ,

Ke h a v e  two s id e s  o f  th e  sam e c o n c e p t o f  s c ie n c e .

I t  i s  n o te w o r th y  t h a t  H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t  commit h im s e l f  a s  t o

how s c ie n c e  a r i s e s  from  s c i e n t i f i c  a c t i v i t y .  B ut i n  h i s  l a s t  w ork

H u s s e r l  d o e s  s p e c u l a t e ,  i f  you w i l l ,  a b o u t th e  h i s t o r i c a l  d ev e lo p m en t

o f  s c ie n c e .  T h is  c o n s t i t u t e s  a  d i f f e r e n t  c o n c e p t o f  s c i e n c e .  H u s s e r l

r e f e r s  t o  i t  a s  t h e  " p o s i t i v i s t i c  c o n c e p t  o f  s c i e n c e " ,  w h ich  i s

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  i n  te rm s  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r i c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t.

Thus t h e  p o s i t i v i s t i c  c o n c e p t o f  s c ie n c e  i n  o u r  t im e  i s ,  h i s t o r 
i c a l l y  s p e a k in g ,  a  r e s i d u a l  c o n c e p t . I t  h a s  d ro p p ed  a l l  t h e  
q u e s t io n s  w h ich  had  b een  c o n s id e re d  u n d e r  t h e  now n a r r o w e r ,  now 
b r o a d e r  c o n c e p ts  o f  m e ta p h y s ic s ,  i n c lu d in g  a l l  q u e s t i o n s  v a g u e ly  
te rm e d  'u l t i m a t e  and h i g h e s t '  (CES, p .  9 ) .

G e n e ra l ly  s p e a k in g ,  s c ie n c e  i s  d e p ic te d  a s  a n  a b s t r a c t i o n  from  th e  l i f e -

w o r ld , w h ich  i s  e x p e r ie n c e d  p r e s c i e n t i f i c a l l y .

B ut t h e  r o l e  o f  s c ie n c e  i s  n o t  q u i t e  t h a t  s im p le  i n  The C r i s i s  

o f  E u ro p ean  S c ie n c e s  and T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  P henom enology . F o r s c i e n t i f i c  

t h e o r i e s ,  once  w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d ,  a f f e c t  o u r  e v e ry d a y  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  

o f  t h e  w o r ld . The s c ie n c e s  a r e  c u l t u r a l  f a c t s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e o r i e s ,  and 

change  t h e  c o n te n t  o f  o u r  l i f e - w o r l d .  S c ie n c e  may be  re g a rd e d  a s  b o th  

a  p a r t  o f  and  an  a b s t r a c t i o n  from  th e  l i f e - w o r l d ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  i s  m ore 

th a n  one s e n s e  o f  t h e  te rm  ' l i f e - w o r l d ' .  H u s s e r l  u s e s  th e  te rm  ' l i f e -  

w o r ld ' t o  m ean, r o u g h l y , ' t h e  p r e s c i e n t i f i c  p e r c e p tu a l  w o r l d ' ,  t h e  

g e n e r a l  f e a t u r e s  o f  w h ich  a r e  t h e  u n c h a n g in g  b a s i s  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  c la im s  

and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  In  t h i s  s e n s e ,  s c ie n c e  i s  an  a b s t r a c t i o n  from  th e  

l i f e - w o r l d ,  i n s o f a r  a s  s c ie n c e  o f f e r s  a  c e r t a i n  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  w o rld  

w h ich  d i f f e r s  from  th e  w o rld  a s  i t  i s  e x p e r ie n c e d  p r e - s c i e n t i f i c a l l y .

But H u s s e r l  a l s o  u s e s  t h e  te rm  ' l i f e - w o r l d '  t o  m ean, r o u g h ly ,  ' t h e



21

c u l t u r a l  w o r l d ' ,  w h ich  in c lu d e d  s c i e n t i f i c  t h e o r i e s  a s  c u l t u r a l  f a c t s .
4

I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  s c ie n c e  i s  a  p a r t  o f  th e  l i f e ^ w o r l d .

The p o s i t i v i s t i c  c o n c e p t o f  s c ie n c e  i s  w o r th  m e n t io n in g , i n s o f a r  

a s  i t  i s  one way i n  w h ich  H u s s e r l  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  s c ie n c e .  B ut i t  i s  

n o t  a  p o s i t i o n  on s c ie n c e  w i th  w hich  I  am c o n c e rn e d . Phenom enology 

i s  n o t  supposed  t o  be  a  s c ie n c e  w h ich  a b s t r a c t s  from  th e  l i f e - w o r l d .

F o r  H u s s e r l  p u r p o r t s  t o  " d e s c r ib e "  a c c u r a t e l y  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  th e  

l i f e - w o r l d .

I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  m e n tio n e d  H u s s e r l 's  c o n c e p t o f  t h e  "m undane" 

s c ie n c e s ,  w h ich  a r e  e q u iv a le n t  t o  th o s e  s c ie n c e s  t h a t  a r e  o b j e c t iv e ^ -  

H u s s e r l  u s e s  a  num ber o f  a d j e c t i v e s  t o  d e s ig n a t e  t h e s e  s c ie n c e s .  I n  

a d d i t i o n  to  'm u n d a n e ', H u s s e r l  r e f e r s  to  them  w i th  su ch  w o rd s a s  'n a i v e ' ,  

'd o g m a t i c ',  ' p o s i t i v e ' ,  and 'o f  th e  n a t u r a l  s t a n d p o i n t ' .  T h ese  a r e  

s c ie n c e s  w h ich  a r e  o r i e n t e d  to w ard s  th e  w o r ld , and th u s  ig n o r e  th e  

b e in g  o f  o b j e c t s  f o r  c o n s c io u s n e s s :  " P o s i t i v e  s c ie n c e  i s  a  s c ie n c e

l o s t  i n  th e  w o rld "  (CM, p .  1 5 7 ).

T h e re  i s  one o t h e r  c o n c e p t o f  s c ie n c e ,  w h ich  H u s s e r l  c a l l s

" g e n u in e  s c ie n c e " .  A g e n u in e  o r  u l t i m a t e  s c ie n c e  i s ,  a s  we h a v e  s e e n ,

a  s c ie n c e  w h ich  a n sw ers  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  i t s  own p o s s i b i l i t y .  I t  i s ,

s e c o n d ly ,  a  s c ie n c e  i n  w h ich  a l l  fu n d a m e n ta l c o n c e p ts  a r e  c l a r i f i e d  and

c r i t i c a l l y  e v a lu a te d .  I t  i s  d o u b t f u l  t h a t  any  s c ie n c e  i s  g e n u in e  by

t h e s e  s ta n d a r d s .  At any r a t e ,  many s c ie n c e s  a r e  n o t  g e n u in e  i n  t h i s  s e n s e .

The t r u t h  i s  t h a t  s c ie n c e s  t h a t  h av e  p a ra d o x e s , t h a t  o p e r a te  w i th  
fu n d a m e n ta l c o n c e p ts  n o t  p ro d u ced  by th e  w ork o f  o r i g i n a r y  c l a r 
i f i c a t i o n  and c r i t i c i s m ,  a r e  n o t  s c ie n c e s  a t  a l l  b u t ,  w i th  a l l  t h e i r  
in g e n io u s  p e rfo rm a n c e s , m ere t h e o r e t i c a l  t e c h n iq u e s  (FTL, p .  1 8 1 ) .

T h is  i s  a  d i f f e r e n t  i d e a l  o f  s c ie n c e ;  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  i t  i s  l i k e

H u s s e r l 's  c o n c e p t o f  n o m o lo g ic a l s c ie n c e .  But th e  two i d e a l s  a r e  q u i t e
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d i f f e r e n t .  I t  i s  n o te w o rth y  t h a t  a  g e n u in e  s c ie n c e  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  to  

b e  d e d u c t iv e ly  o r d e r e d ,  and  v i c e  v e r s a .

H u s s e r l  v a c i l l a t e s  be tw een  s a y in g  t h a t  phenom enology i s  t h e

o n ly  g e n u in e  s c ie n c e  an d  s a y in g  t h a t  phenom enology i s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f

m aking i t s e l f  g e n u in e .

But t h i s  n a iv e ly  u se d  F p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a ^  'm e th o d ' i s  n o t  y e t  a
g e n u in e  m e th o d .  On^y a t  t h e  o u t s e t  i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  i n q u i r y
su c h  a  r e f l e c t i o n  and  p r o g r e s s iv e  u n c o v e r in g  o f  th e  m ethod u se d  
i n  f a c t  and 'u n c o n s c i o u s l y ' .  As i t  a d v a n c e s , i t  i s  ' c r i t i c i s m ' . . .  
(FTL, p . 1 8 0 ).

H u s s e r l  i s  s u g g e s t in g  t h a t  phenom enology a p p ro x im a te s  g e n u in e  s c ie n c e  

p r o g r e s s iv e l y  by  a n a ly z in g  and c r i t i c i z i n g  i t s e l f .  L a te r  i n  F o rm al and 

T ra n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic , how ev er, H u s s e r l  a s s e r t s  t h a t  phenom enology i s  

t h e  o n ly  g e n u in e  s c ie n c e  (FTL, p . 2 7 2 ) .

We a r e  now i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  a s k  "W hich o f  t h e s e  c o n c e p ts  o f  

s c ie n c e  w i l l  h e lp  u s  t o  c l a r i f y  'o b j e c t i v i t y ^ '? " .  S in c e  'o b j e c t i v e ^ '  

i s  p r e d ic a b le  o f  any  s c ie n c e  a n d , a t  t h e  l e a s t ,  n o t  e v e ry  s c ie n c e  i s  

g e n u in e , t h a t  i s  n o t  t h e  c o n c e p t o f  s c ie n c e  w h ich  w i l l  b e  t h e  key  t o  

c l a r i f y i n g  'o b j e c t i v i t y ^ ' .  Nor i s  t h e  p o s i t i v i s t i c  c o n c e p t o f  s c ie n c e  

t h e  one f o r  w h ich  we a r e  s e a r c h in g .  F o r  t h a t  c o n c e p t  o f  s c ie n c e  p r e 

c lu d e s  a  s c ie n c e  o f  th e  l i f e - w o r l d ,  w h ich  phenom enology i s  su p p o sed  to  

b e . I  do n o t  in te n d  t o  a rg u e  t h a t  phenom enology i s  su c h  a  s c ie n c e ,  f o r  

I  r e q u i r e  a  s e n s e  o f  's c i e n c e '  t h a t  i s  t r u e  o f  w h a te v e r  we a r e  w i l l i n g  

t o  c a l l  a  s c ie n c e .  The c o n c e p t o f  n o m o lo g ic a l  s c ie n c e  i n  n o t  t h e  key  

to  c l a r i f y i n g  o b j e c t i v i t y ^  e i t h e r .  I  h av e  p o in te d  o u t t h a t  n o t e v e ry  

s c ie n c e  i s  a r r a n g e d  a s  a  d e d u c tiv e  sy s te m .

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  s e n s e  o f  's c i e n c e '  t h a t  i s  th e  key  t o  an  a n a l y s i s  

o f  o b j e c t i v i t y ^ ,  i s  w hat I  s h a l l  c a l l  th e  " n e u t r a l "  c o n c e p t o f  s c ie n c e .
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I  c a l l  i t  " n e u t r a l "  s i n c e ,  u n l ik e  t h e  o t h e r  c o n c e p t s ,  i t  i s  i n d i f f e r e n t  

w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  d i s t i n c t i o n s  among s c i e n c e s .  We r e c a l l  t h a t  '. th e  

n e u t r a l  c o n c e p t o f  s c i e n c e '  m eans ' a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  t r u t h s  w h ich  a r e  

n o t  h a p h a z a rd ly  th row n  t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  w h ich  r e l a t e  t o  a  u n i t a r y  p r o v i n c e ' .  

I  h av e  a l r e a d y  n o te d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n o th e r  p a r t  o f  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n .  A 

s c ie n c e  i s  a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  t r u t h s  w h ich  r e l a t e  t o  a  u n i t a r y  p r o v in c e  

o n ly  i f  i t  a r o s e  somehow from  t h e o r e t i c a l  ( s c i e n t i f i c )  a c t i v i t y .  

A c c o rd in g ly , any  s c i e n c e ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  i n  t h e  n e u t r a l  w ay, i s  o b j e c t iv e ^ .  

I t  i s  t h e  p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  t o  e l u c i d a t e  some o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

w hich  o b ta in  b e tw een  t h e  tw o p a r t s  o f  t h i s  s i n g l e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  ' s c i e n c e ' .

But how can  t h e  q u e s t io n s  "How d o e s  s c ie n c e  a r i s e  from  

s c i e n t i f i c  a c t i v i t y ? "  and  "How a r e  s c ie n c e  and s c i e n t i f i c  a c t i v i t y  

r e l a t e d ? "  b e  a d d re s s e d  w ith o u t  e n g a g in g  i n  h i s t o r i c a l  i n q u i r y ?  The 

answ er c o n s i s t s  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I  am n o t  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  w hat d i s c i p l i n e s  

a r e  i n  f a c t  s c i e n c e s ,  n o r  w i th  how th e y  i n  f a c t  a r o s e  from  s c i e n t i f i c  

a c t i v i t y .  My q u e s t io n  h a s  t o  do w i th  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  r a t h e r  th a n  f a c t s .

The c e n t r a l  q u e s t io n  i s  "What m ust be t h e  c a s e  îÆ we a r e  j u s t i f i e d  i n  

c a l l i n g  so m e th in g  a  s c ie n c e ? " . ’ T h is  q u e s t i o n  w i l l  b e  a n sw e re d , i n  p a r t ,  

i n  te rm s  o f  t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  a c t i v i t y .  H ow ever, su c h  a  

r e s p o n s e  w i l l  in v o lv e  no com m itm ent t o  t h e  p a s t  e x i s t e n c e  o f  an y  p a r 

t i c u l a r  h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t .  The f o l lo w in g  s k e tc h  o f  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  

n e u t r a l  c o n c e p t o f  s c ie n c e  s h o u ld  show t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  c a s e .

5 . F u r th e r  A n a ly s is  o f  t h e  N e u t r a l  C oncep t o f  S c ie n c e :  O u t l in e  o f
—" ^ ^ s  \  ^ ^ V I  ■ » k • \  « k - ’ k ■ V v v  V N % K V * '  k k. V * k » ................................

t h e  T h e s is

We h av e  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  them e o f  t h i s  w o rk , t h e  n e u t r a l
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c o n c e p t o f  s c ie n c e .  We a r e  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  s c ie n c e  i n s o f a r  a s  i t  i s  

a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  t r u t h s  w h ic h  r e l a t e  t o  a  u n i t a r y  p r o v in c e ,  and w hich  

a r o s e  somehow from  s c i e n t i f i c  a c t i v i t y .  L e t  u s  lo o k  m ore c l o s e l y  a t  

t h i s  c o n c e p t ,  so  t h a t  t h e  c o u rs e  o f  t h e  e n s u in g  c h a p te r s  c an  be 

e x p la in e d .  I  s h a l l  i s o l a t e  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n .

I f  an y  s c ie n c e  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  t r u t h s ,  t h e n ,  

s in c e  an y  t r u e  p r o p o s i t i o n  m ust b e  m e a n in g fu l ,  an y  s c ie n c e  c o n s i s t s  o f  

a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s .  I n  t h e  n e x t  c h a p te r  I  s h a l l  c o n s id e r  

t h e  m e a n in g fu ln e s s  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  a p a r t  from  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  t h e i r  

t r u t h  (o r  f a l s i t y ) .  G e n e r a l ly ,  I  w an t t o  know w hat m u st b e  t h e  c a s e  

i f  so m e th in g  i s  a  p r o p o s i t i o n .  T h is  w i l l  in v o lv e  a s k in g  "What s o r t  o f  

o b j e c t  i s  a  p r o p o s i t i o n ? " .  We s h a l l  a l s o  b e  a s k in g  "U nder w hat 

c o n d i t io n s  d o es  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  r e t a i n  (o r  l o s e )  i t s  i d e n t i t y ? " .

The t h e s i s  t h a t  s c ie n c e  c o n s i s t s  ( i n  p a r e )  o f  a  n e tw o rk  o f  

p r o p o s i t i o n s  i s  q u i t e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l .  A c c o r d in g ly ,  I  e x p la i n  and  t r y  t o  

re s p o n d  to  two s e t s  o f  o b j e c t io n s  t o  p r o p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  

c h a p te r  t h r e e .  B enson M a te s ' o b j e c t io n s  a r e  n o t  c i t e d  f r e q u e n t l y  (a s  

f a r  a s  I  know ). But I  do t a k e  them  t o  b e  a  s t a r k  s ta te m e n t  o f  a  p r e 

v a i l i n g  a t t i t u d e  among some c o n te m p o ra ry  A m erican  p h i lo s o p h e r s ,  th e  

a t t i t u d e  t h a t  a b s t r a c t  e n t i t i e s  a r e  p rim a  f a c i e  s u s p e c t  o r ,  (m ore s t r o n g ly )  

p e r  s e  o b j e c t io n a b l e .  M o re o v e r, M a te s ' l o g i c  t e x t  i s  w id e ly  u s e d . T hus, 

i t  i s  w o r th w h ile  t o  a d d r e s s  h i s  o b j e c t i o n s .  S in c e  Q u in e 's  o b j e c t io n s  

a r e  c i t e d  f r e q u e n t l y ,  I  t r y  t o  re sp o n d  t o  h i s  a rg u m e n ts .

Of c o u r s e ,  s c ie n c e  i s  ( in  p a r t )  a  n e tw o rk  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  o n ly  

i n s o f a r  a s  we c o n s id e r  s c ie n c e  t i m e l e s s l y ,  d i s r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  

p ro d u c e s  i t .  No one  s p e a k s  o r  w r i t e s  P r o p o s i t io n e s e .  I t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e .
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t h e n ,  t o  c o n s id e r  t h e  r o l e  o f  la n g u a g e  i n  p henom eno logy . I  s a y  " in  

phenom eno logy", s i n c e  a l th o u g h  th e  n e u t r a l  c o n c e p t  o f  s c ie n c e  i n c lu d e s  

many s c ie n c e s  b e s id e s  phenom enology i n  i t s  e x te n s i o n ,  I  c h o s e  t h a t  con

c e p t  o f  s c ie n c e  p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  i t  i n c lu d e s  phenom eno logy . My 

i n t e r e s t  l i e s  i n  a  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  phenom enology  a s  a  s c i e n t i f i c  

e n t e r p r i s e .  A c e n t r a l  p ro b lem  f o r  phenom enology i s  t h e  a c c u s a t i o n  

t h a t  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n  com m its one  t o  a  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e .

So I  a d d re s s  t h a t  p ro b lem  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  c h a p te r  t h r e e .

P r o p o s i t io n s  and  s e n te n c e s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  c a n n o t b e  d i s c u s s e d  

a p a r t  from  t h e i r  r e f e r r i n g  f u n c t i o n .  I n  f a c t ,  a t  l e a s t  one o f  t h e  w ays 

o f  d e s c r ib in g  a  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e  i s  i n  te rm s  o f  t h e  r e f e r e n t s  o f  th e  

l a n g u a g e 's  r e f e r r i n g  te r m s . So I  s h a l l  s p e a k  o f  s u b s t r a t e  o b j e c t i v i t i e s  

and  s t a t e s  o f  a f f a i r s  somewhat in  t h e  c h a p te r  on p r o p o s i t i o n s  and  p r i v a t e  

l a n g u a g e s ,  a  d i s c u s s io n  t h a t  c o n t in u e s  i n  t h e  c h a p te r  on e v id e n c e  and 

t r u t h .

B ut a  body o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  w h ich  a r e  a b o u t  t h in g s  w i t h in  a  

u n i t a r y  p ro v in c e  and  e x p re s s e d  i n  la n g u a g e  i s  n o t  a  s u f f i c i e n t  c o n d i t io n  

f o r  b e in g  a  s c ie n c e  t h a t  c o n s i s t s  o f  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s .  F o r 

any  l i s t  o f  p r e j u d i c e s  a b o u t ,  s a y ,  human n a t u r e ,  s a t i s f i e s  th o s e  c o n d i t 

io n s .  More i s  p l a i n l y  r e q u i r e d .  Any s c ie n c e  p u r p o r t s  t o  b e  a  body o f  

t r u e  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  t h e  t r u t h  o f  w h ich  i s  shown by  t h e  e v id e n c e  i n  t h e i r  

f a v o r .  H ere  th e  r o l e  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  a c t i v i t y  comes t o  th e  f o r e .  F o r 

e v id e n c e  i s  so m e th in g  w h ich  i s  had  (o r  n o t  h a d )  by  s c i e n t i s t s .  E v id e n ce  

i s  so m e th in g  w h ich  i s  p ro d u c e d , and w h ich  i s  ta k e n  a s  c o r r o b o r a t in g  

o r  c o n f u t in g  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  o r  body o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s .  E v id e n c e  i s  t h a t  

w h ich  m akes s c ie n c e  a  p a r t  o f  know ledge w h ic h , i n  t u r n ,  p o i n t s  t o  know ing
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s u b je c t s .

C h a p te r  f o u r ,  a c c o r d in g ly ,  w i l l  b e  d e v o te d  t o  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t 

e v id e n c e  and t r u t h .  I  s h a l l  d i s c u s s  some o f  t h e  k in d s  o f  e v id e n c e  

t h a t  a r e  t o p i c s  i n  H u s s e r l 's  p h i lo s o p h y  t o  some e x t e n t .  I  s h a l l  a l s o  

c r i t i c a l l y  e x p l i c a t e  some o f  t h e  c o n c e p ts  o f  t r u t h  and  e lu c i d a t e  

t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  th e  c o n c e p ts  o f  e v id e n c e  and  o b j e c t i v i t y ,  a t  

l e a s t  to  some e x t e n t .  B ut th e  c e n t r a l  q u e s t io n  h a s  t o  do w i th  i n t e r 

s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  a s  i n  th e  p re c e d in g  c h a p te r s .  A re e v id e n c e  and  t r u t h  

i n t e r s u b j a c t i v e l y  c o n s t i t u t e d ?  What i m p l ic a t i o n s  d o e s  t h e  r e s p o n s e  to  

t h a t  q u e s t io n  h a v e  f o r  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  s c ie n c e  i n  g e n e r a l ,  and f o r  

phenom enology i n  p a r t i c u l a r ?  I  s h a l l  a rg u e  t h a t  b o th  e v id e n c e  and 

t r u t h  a r e  i n t e r s u b j a c t i v e l y  c o n s t i t u t e d .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  h a s  

im p o r ta n t  im p l ic a t i o n s  f o r  H u s s e r l 's  c o n c e p t o f  phenom enology in  

g e n e r a l ,  and f o r  one o f  h i s  a t t e m p ts  to  r e s o l v e  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  i n t e r 

s u b j e c t i v i t y  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .

A f te r  b r in g in g  t o  l i g h t  th e  t i s s u e  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w hich  o b ta in  

be tw een  s c ie n c e ,  o b j e c t i v i t y  and i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  t h e  p ro b lem  o f  

i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  can  b e  s e e n  to  be  much b r o a d e r  th a n  com m en ta to rs  

h av e  re c o g n iz e d . H u s s e r l  i s  n o t  s im p ly  t r y i n g  t o  a n a ly z e  th e  p e r c e p t io n  

o f  o th e r  s u b j e c t s .  He i s  c o m p le tin g  some lo n g - s ta n d in g  a n a ly s e s  o f  

s c ie n c e ,  in c lu d in g  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l s c ie n c e .  H u s s e r l 's  r e s p o n s e s  to  

t h e  p rob lem  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  th e n ,  a r e  a t te m p ts  t o  u n d e rs ta n d  w ith  

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l i n s i g h t  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  phenom enology . By a d d r e s s in g  

and t r y i n g  t o  r e s o lv e  t h e  p rob lem  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  H u s s e r l  i s  

fa n s w e r in g  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  phenom enology" s in c e ,  a s  

I  s h a l l  a rg u e , phenom enology i s  a  s c ie n c e  o n ly  i f  t h e  e v id e n c e  and th e
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r e s u l t s  o f  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l a n a ly s e s  a r e  " t h e r e  f o r  e v e ry o n e " .  T h u s , 

t h e  p ro b lem  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  i s  t h e  c e n t r a l  p ro b le m  o f  phenom eno logy , 

and  a d d r e s s in g  i t  c o n s t i t u t e s  an  a t te m p t  t o  make phenom enology a  

g e n u in e  s c ie n c e .

A c c o rd in g ly ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  q u e s t io n  o f  c h a p te r  f i v e  i s  "What i s  

t h e  p rob lem  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y ? " .  T h e re  i s  a  s e c o n d a ry  q u e s t io n  

w h ich  I  s h a l l  a d d r e s s  i n  t h i s  c h a p te r ,  nam ely  "How h a s  H u s s e r l 's  p ro b le m  

b e e n  m is c o n s tr u e d ? " .  I  s h a l l  p r e s e n t  and  c r i t i c i z e  a  few  m i s i n t e r p r e 

t a t i o n s  i n  c h a p te r  f i v e .

C l e a r l y ,  c h a p te r  s i x  w i l l  b e  d e v o te d  t o  H u s s e r l 's  r e s p o n s e  

t o  th e  p ro b lem  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y .  I  s h a l l  s im p ly  i n t e r p r e t  h i s  

r e s p o n s e  i n  c h a p te r  s i x ,  r e s e r v in g  m ost c r i t i c a l  o b s e r v a t io n s  f o r  

c h a p te r  s e v e n . T h ese  c r i t i c i s m s  w i l l  p r o v id e  a  c o n te x t  w hereby  I  can  

a s c e r t a i n  w h e th e r  H u s s e r l i a n  phenom enology i s  a  g e n u in e  s c i e n c e ,  w i th  

w h ich  I  s h a l l  c lo s e  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n .

T hrough an  a n a l y s i s  o f  s c ie n c e  and  i t s  o b j e c t i v i t y ,  I  s h a l l  

a t  th e  same tim e  be  c l a r i f y i n g  w hat m ust be  t h e  c a s e  i f  so m e th in g  i s  

a n  " o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t " ,  o r  a  r e s u l t  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  r e f i n e d  by 

m u tu a l c r i t i c i s m  and  t h a t  now w i th s ta n d s  e v e ry  c r i t i c i s m  (CM, p .  5 ) .  

T h e reb y , I  s h a l l  h a v e , i n  p a r t ,  an sw ered  th e  q u e s t io n  "I'Jhat m ust be  

t h e  c a s e  i f  someone knows so m e th in g  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y ? " .

L e t u s  t u r n ,  th e n ,  t o  p r o p o s i t i o n s  and  a s k  "How a r e  th e y  

c o n s t i t u t e d ? " .
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CHAPTER I I

NOTES

1 . J .  N. F in d la y  t r a n s l a t e s  th e  w ord *G e g e n s ta n d l i c h k e i t '  a s  ’ o b j e c t i v e  
c o r r e l a t e * ,  w h e re a s  D o rio n  C a irn s  t r a n s l a t e s  th e  sam e te rm  a s  ’ o b j e c t i v i t y '  
I  am a d o p tin g  C a i r n ’ s  r e n d e r in g .

2 . I  s a y  " t o  th e  e x te n t  t h a t  n o e s e s  a r e  sp o k en  o f " ,  s i n c e  n o e s e s  a r e  
t h a t  by w h ich  c o n s c io u s  r e f e r e n c e  to  o b j e c t i v i t i e s  i s  a c h ie v e d .

3 . I t  i s  im p o r ta n t  n o t  to  e q u iv o c a te  on ’ r e a l ’ . ’R e a l ’ i n  t h i s  c o n te x t  
means s im p ly  ’ in d iv id u a t e d  i n  t im e ’ .

4 . T h is  i s  o n ly  a  s k e tc h  o f  a  s o l u t i o n  to  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  t h e  a m b ig u i t i e s  
i n  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  th e  l i f e - w o r l d ,  and l a c k s  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c a v e a t s  and 
q u a l i t i c a t i o n s . See PPH, c h a p te r  8 , f o r  a  th o ro u g h  d i s c u s s i o n  o f
t h i s  p ro b lem .



CHAPTER I I I  

LAHGDAGE AND MEANING

1 .  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  P ro b le m

A t th e  end o f  c h a p te r  two I  s a i d  t h a t  I  i n t e n d  t o  a n a ly z e  t h e  

n e u t r a l  c o n c e p t  o f  s c i e n c e .  I  am c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  s c ie n c e  i n s o f a r  a s  i t  

i s  a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  t r u t h s  t h a t  r e l a t e  t o  a  u n i t a r y  p r o v in c e ,  and  

w h ic h  a r o s e  somehow fro m  s c i e n t i f i c  a c t i v i t y .  S in c e  a  b o d y  o f  t r u t h s  

m u s t b e  m e a n in g fu l ,  an d  s i n c e  n o t  e v e ry  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  t r u e ,  i t  i s  

a p p r o p r i a t e  to  b e g in  w i th  p r o p o s i t i o n s .  S in c e  we a p p ro a c h  t h i s  t o p i c  

fro m  a  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  p o i n t  o f  v ie w , o u r  q u e s t i o n  i s  "How a r e  p ro p 

o s i t i o n s  c o n s t i t u t e d ? " ,  o r  "How do p r o p o s i t i o n s  m ake t h e i r  a p p e a ra n c e  

i n  m e n ta l  l i f e ? " .  I n  o r d e r  t o  an sw e r t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s ,  i t  w i l l  b e  

n e c e s s a r y  to  p in p o in t  t h e  w ays i n  w h ich  p r o p o s i t i o n s  a r e  c o n c r e te l y  

e x p e r ie n c e d .  I  s h a l l  n o t  a t t e m p t  to  a n sw e r t h i s  q u e s t i o n  f u l l y ,  a s  I  

o n ly  w a n t to  s e t  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  la n g u a g e . 

B e f o re  tu r n in g  to  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  la n g u a g e ,  h o w e v e r, I  

s h a l l  c o n s id e r  H u s s e r l 's  com m itm ent to  p r o p o s i t i o n s  an d  a  c o u p le  o f  

c r i t i c i s m s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  l e v e l l e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  th e o r y .  

A lth o u g h  H u s s e r l  s e t s  o u t  a  num ber o f  n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  m ean ing 

f u l n e s s  i n  h i s  a n a ly s e s  o f  p u r e l y  l o g i c a l  g r a mma r ,  I  s h a l l  n o t  c o n s id e r  

t h a t  h e r e ,  a s  t h a t  t o p i c  i s  n o t  d i r e c t l y  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f

29
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i n t e r s u b j a c t i v i t y .

I  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  I  do  n o t  i n te n d  t o  a n a ly z e  t h e  c o n s t i t u e n t  

c o n c e p ts  o f  s c ie n c e  i n  th e  n e u t r a l  s e n s e  a p a r t  f ro m  th e  s c i e n t i f i c  

a c t i v i t y  t h a t  p ro d u c e s  s c ie n c e .  S p e a k in g  an d  w r i t i n g  i n  a  la n g u a g e  i s  

t h e  s o r t  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  a c t i v i t y  t o  b e  c o n s id e r e d  h e r e .  I  i n t e n d  to  

c o n s id e r  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  la n g u a g e  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  m a jo r  d i v i s i o n  o f  

t h i s  c h a p te r .  I  s h a l l  n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  a n sw er t h i s  q u e s t i o n  e x h a u s t iv e ly  

e i t h e r ,  s i n c e  I  am i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a  s p e c i f i c  p ro b le m , w h e th e r  la n g u a g e  

i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  i n t e r s u b j  a c t i v e l y .  T he r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  

i n t e r e s t  i s  t h a t  H u s s e r l  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  co m m itted  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  

a  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e , to  w h ich  W i t tg e n s t e i n  an d  o t h e r s  h a v e  o b j e c t e d .  

A lth o u g h  t h i s  t h e s i s  i s  a b o u t  an y  s c ie n c e  w h a ts o e v e r ,  I  am e s p e c i a l l y  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  phenom enology an d  t h e  c o n c e p tu a l  c o n n e c t io n s  

b e tw e e n  i t  and  i n t e r s u b j a c t i v i t y .  A c c o r d in g ly ,  I  s h a l l  c o n s id e r  an d  

e v a lu a t e  S uzanne  Cunningham ’s  c r i t i c i s m s  o f  w h a t s h e  t a k e s  t o  b e  a n  

i n e v i t a b l e  c o n seq u e n c e  o f  H u s s e r l ’ s  r e d u c t io n s — p h i l o s o p h i c a l  com m it

tm e n t t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e .  T h e re b y , I  s h a l l  s p e c i f y  

t h e  s t a t u s  o f  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l la n g u a g e  g e n e r a l l y .

2 . M eanings ( P r o p o s i t i o n s )  a s  I d e a l  O b j e c t i v i t i e s

I  m e n tio n e d  t h a t  one  s e n s e  o f  t h e  w ord  ’ o b j e c t i v i t y ’ i n  

H u s s e r l ’ s  w orks ( o b j e c t i v i t y ^ )  m eans ’ s a t i s f y i n g  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  and 

s u f f i c i e n t  c o n d i t io n s  f o r  b e in g  a n  o b j e c t  ( o f  a  c e r t a i n  s o r t ) ’ ( c h a p te r  

2 ,  p a g e  1 4 ) .  Now t h e  word ’ o b j e c t ’ i n  t h i s  c o n te x t  m eans ’ an y  p o s s i b l e  

s u b j e c t  o f  t r u e  p r e d i c a t i o n s ’ o r ,  e q u i v a l e n t l y ,  ’ a n y th in g  o f  w h ich  we 

c a n  s p e a k ’ ( I d e a s ,  p .  3 4 5 ) . Now t h a t  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  ’o b j e c t i v i t y ^ ’ i s
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n e u t r a l  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  th e  q u e s t io n  w h e th e r  a  g iv e n  o b j e c t  i s  r e a l  o r  

i d e a l .  An o b j e c t  m u st s a t i s f y  one  s e t  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  i f  i t  i s  t o  b e  r e a l ;  

i t  m u st s a t i s f y  a n o th e r  s e t  i f  i t  i s  t o  b e  i d e a l  o r  i r r e a l .  I  p o in te d  

o u t  t h a t  r e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s  a r e  e x te n d e d , l o c a t e d ,  m o b i le ,  an d  o u t s i d e  

on e  a n o th e r  i n  o b j e c t iv e ^  t im e .  I d e a l  ( o r  i r r e a l )  o b j e c t i v i t i e s ,  o n  

t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , h a v e  none  o f  t h e s e  p r o p e r t i e s  (FTL, p p . 1 5 4 -1 5 5 ; c h a p te r  

2 ,  p a g e  1 3 ) .  A lth o u g h  H u s s e r l  m e n tio n s  a l l  o f  t h e s e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  d i s 

t i n g u i s h in g  b e tw e en  r e a l  an d  i d e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s ,  any  o n e  o f  them  i s  

s u f f i c i e n t .  B u t a  p a r t i c u l a r  c r i t e r i o n  t a k e s  p re c e d e n c e  i n  H u s s e r l ’ s  

w o rk s : t e m p o r a l i t y .  My p u rp o s e  i s  t o  show t h a t  m ea n in g s  a r e  i r r e a l

( i d e a l )  o b j e c t i v i t i e s ;  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  o n ly  t h i s  ro u g h  s k e tc h  o f  th e  

d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e en  r e a l  an d  i d e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s .

Though t h i s  may seem  to  i n v o lv e  a n  A r i s t o t e l i a n  m e ta p h y s ic s ,  

w h e re  r e a l  i n d i v i d u a l s  (p r im a ry  s u b s ta n c e s )  a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from  

u n i v e r s e l s  ( s e c o n d a ry  s u b s t a n c e s ) ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e -  T he  q u e s t i o n  

h e r e  h a s  to  do w i th  how p r o p o s i t i o n s  m ake t h e i r  a p p e a ra n c e  i n  m e n ta l  

l i f e  a s  i n t e n t i o n a l  o b j e c t s  ( o r  phenom ena). C o n s e q u e n tly ,  t h e  o n to lo 

g i c a l  s t a t u s  o f  r e a l  and  i d e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s  i s  q u i t e  i r r e l e v a n t  to  

o u r  i n q u i r y ,  s i n c e  we a r e  c o n c e rn e d  s o l e l y  w i t h  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f 

p r o p o s i t i o n s  f o r  a  th in k in g  s u b j e c t .  S o , we s h o u ld  r a i s e  t h e  q u e s t io n  

p o se d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  s e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r ,  n am e ly  " I n  w h a t w ays a r e  

p r o p o s i t i o n s  c o n c r e te ly  e x p e r ie n c e d ? " .

T he an sw er t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  i s  s im p le .  We g r a s p  m ean in g s  b y  

r e a d in g  and  by u n d e r s ta n d in g  t h e  s p e e c h  o f  o t h e r s  (and  o u r s e l v e s ) .

We a l s o  g ra s p  m ean in g s i n  th in k in g  t o  o u r s e l v e s .  M o re o v e r , on e  

o c c a s i o n a l l y  im a g in e s  a  p a g e  b e f o r e  on e  and  " r e a d s "  a  l i n e  from  t h a t  p a g e ;
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b u t  t h i s  i s  a  way o f  f i l l i n g  i n  o n e 's  m em ory, an d  r e f e r s  u s  b a c k  t o  

t h e  p e r c e p tu a l  e x p e r ie n c e  r e a d in g .  I  s h a l l  c o n c e n t r a t e  on  t h e  p a ra d ig m  

c a s e s  o f  g r a s p in g  m e a n in g s , w hen on e  com prehends o n e ’ s  own s p e e c h  o r  

t h a t  o f  o t h e r s ,  o r  r e a d s .  I  w a n t to  show how t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  m ean in g s 

( f o r  u s )  im p l ie s  t h a t  th e y  a r e  i d e a l  o b j a c t i v i t i e s .

We a r e  c o n s c io u s  o f  t h e  m eaning  o f  so m e o n e 's  w ords th ro u g h

la n g u a g e .

Now human th in k in g  i s  n o rm a lly  done i n  la n g u a g e , and  a l l  t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  r e a s o n  a r e  a s  good a s  e n t i r e l y  bound up w i th  
s p e e c h . F u r th e rm o re , so  f a r  a s  i t  i s  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e ,  a l l  th e  
c r i t i c i s m  from  w h ic h  th e  r a t i o n a l l y  t r u e  s h o u ld  em erge em ploys 
la n g u a g e  a n d , i n  t h e  en d , l e a d s  a lw a y s  t o  s ta t e m e n ts  (FTL, p .  9 ) .

T he o r d in a r y  c a s e  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a  m ean ing  i s  i n  a  s p e e c h  a c t ,

i n  s a y in g  so m e th in g  o r  i n  h e a r in g  someone e l s e  s a y  so m e th in g .

S u p p o se  I  s a y  "S i s  P " .  The b a s i s  upon  w h ich  one u n d e r s ta n d s

t h e  m ean ing  o f  w h a t I  s a i d  a r e  th e  a u d ib l e  so u n d s  o f  my v o ic e .  B u t 

th o s e  so u n d s , w i th  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  p i t c h ,  t o n e ,  and  t im b r e ,  m u st b e  

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from  t h e  m eaning  o f  w hat I  s a i d .  F o r  i f  t h e  two w ere  

i d e n t i c a l ,  th e n  th e  m ean ing  o f  t h e  w ords 'S  i s  P '  w ould  b e  d i f f e r e n t  

w hen u t t e r e d  b y  a n o th e r  p e r s o n  (who, n a t u r a l l y ,  h a s  a  d i f f e r e n t  v o i c e ) .  

B u t t h e  m ean ing  o f 'S  i s  P ' d o e s  n o t  v a ry  s im p ly  b y  b e in g  sp o k en  b y  

-a n o th e r  p e r s o n ,  s in c e  th e  same m eaning  c a n  b e  e x p re s s e d  b y  an y o n e . 

" M u l t i p l i c a t i o n  o f  p e rs o n s  and a c t s  does  n o t  m u l t i p l y  p r o p o s i t i o n a l  

m ea n in g s ; t h e  ju d g em en t i n  th e  i d e a l ,  l o g i c a l  s e n s e  re m a in s  s in g l e "

( L I ,  p .  3 2 9 ) . S o , th e  a c o u s t i c  phenom ena, w h ic h  n e c e s s a r i l y  t a k e s  p l a c e

i n  a  c e r t a i n  p l a c e  and h a s  a  d e f i n i t e  d u r a t i o n  (an d  th u s  i s  a  r e a l

o b j e c t i v i t y ) ,  i s  n o t  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  m ean ing  o f  my w o rd s . W hat h o ld s  

f o r  my v o ic e ,  n a t u r a l l y ,  h o ld s  f o r  any  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  v o i c e  w h a ts o e v e r .
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N or i s  t h e  m ean ing  o f  my w o rd s  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  e i t h e r  w h a t I  

m ean t to  sa y  n o r  w i t h  my h e a r e r ’ s  n n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  i t .  F o r  i f  t h e  

m ean ing  o f  my w o rd s w e re  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  jsiy h e a r e r ’ s  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  i t ,  

i t  w ould  b e  im p o s s ib le  f o r  my h e a r e r  t o  m is u n d e rs ta n d  w h a t I  s a i d .  

C o n s e q u e n tly , my h e a r e r ' s  u n d e r s te n d in g  g r a s p  o f  w h a t I  s a i d  (any  

p o s s i b l e  h e a r e r ) , w h ich  h a s  a  c e r t a i n  d u r a t i o n  an d  i s  th u s  a  r e a l  

o b j e c t i v i t y ,  i s  d i s t i n c t  fro m  th e  m ean ing  o f  my w o rd s , s i n c e  any  mean

in g  i s  g iv e n  a s  b e in g  m is u n d e r s ta n d a b le .  I f  t h e  m ean in g  o f  my s p e e c h  

a c t  w ere  ( n u m e r ic a l ly )  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  w h a t I  m ea n t t o  s a y  (my t h i n k i n g ) , 

th e n  i t  w ould  b e  im p o s s ib le  f o r  me to  s a y ,  i n a d v e r t e n t l y ,  so m e th in g  

o t h e r  th a n  w ha t I  m ean t t o  s a y .  The c o n s e q u e n t  i s  a lw a y s  f a l s e .  M ore

o v e r ,  my i n t e n t i o n  t o  s a y  so m e th in g  h a s  a  c e r t a i n  d u r a t i o n .  So ev e n  

i f  w h a t I  m ean t t o  s a y  and  w h a t I  d id  s a y  c o in c id e  (w h ich  i s  t h e  u s u a l  

c a s e ,  a f t e r  a l l ) ,  t h a t  w ould  n o t  j u s t i f y  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  tw o , a s  i f  

t h e  m eaning  w ere  a  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t e n t i o n .  F o r  my i n t e n t i o n  to  

s a y  "S  i s  P" comes t o  b e  an d  p a s s e s  aw ay. T h is  i s  c l e a r l y  n o t  t h e  c a s e  

w i t h  t h e  m eaning o f  my w o rd s , s i n c e  t h e  m ean in g  re m a in s  t h e  sam e d e s p i t e  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  c h a n g e s . I  m ay, f o r  e x a m p le , p ro c e e d  t o  

i n t e n d  t o  s a y  so m e th in g  e l s e .  B u t ’ S i s  P ’ d o e s  n o t  c e a s e  t o  m ean 

w h a t i t  d o e s  i f  my i n t e n t i o n  v a r i e s .  'S  i s  P ’ ,  m o re o v e r , w ould  m ean 

w h a t i t  d o es  even  i f  I  n e v e r  in te n d e d  t o  s a y  i t .  The w ord ’g o o g o l’ 

h a s  a  m ean in g , d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  num ber o f  p e o p le  h a v e  n e v e r  

th o u g h t  o f  i t  (L I ,  p . 3 2 9 ) . I  may i n t e n d  to  s a y  on e  an d  t h e  sam e th in g  

a t  two d i f f e r e n t  t im e s .  B u t i f  my i n t e n t i o n  w e re  i d e n t i c a l  w i th  t h e  

m ean ing  o f  my w o rd s , th e n  ( s i n c e  t h e  I n t e n t i o n s  a r e  d i s t i n c t )  i t  w ou ld  

n e c e s s a r i l y  fo l lo w  t h a t  I  h a d  s a i d  two d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s .  A g a in , an y
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two persQ32s' in t e n d in g s  a r e  n u m e r ic a l ly  d i s t i n c t .  So i f  t h e  m ean ing  

o f  any  p e r s o n 's  w o rd s w e re  i d e n t i c a l  w i th  h i s  i n t e n t i o n s ,  th e n  th e  

m ean ing  o f  an y  two p e r s o n s ' w ords w ould  n e c e s s a r i l y  b e  d i f f e r e n t ,  

s i n c e  t h e  i n t e n t i o n s  d i f f e r .  B u t t h e  m ean ing  o f  o n e 's  w o rd s a r e  

e x p e r ie n c e d  a s  e x p r e s s i b l e  by  an y  o t h e r  s u b j e c t .  Any p e r s o n  c a n  sa y  

th e  same th in g  a s  I  s a i d .

I n  t h e s e  w a y s , t h e  m eaning  of. so m e o n e 's  w o rd s  e x h i b i t  a  

c e r t a i n  in d e p e n d e n c e  o f  th e  th in k in g  o f  th e  h e a r e r  o r  t h e  s p e a k e r ,  

d e s p i t e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  i n  a c t s  o f  m e a n in g fu l  u s e  and  u n d e r s ta n d 

in g  t h a t  m ean in g s  a r e  c o n s t i t u t e d .

I  h â v e  b eg u n  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  i d e a l i t y  ( i r r e a l i t y )  o f  m ea n in g s  

by d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  th e  m ean ing  o f  a n y o n e 's  w ords fro m  a  num ber o f  r e a l  

o b j e c t i v i t i e s .  I t  re m a in s  f o r  me t o  p r o v id e  a  p o s i t i v e  a rg u m e n t f o r  

i d e n t i f y i n g  m ean in g s  a s  i d e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s .  I f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  (m ean in g s) 

a r e  n o t  s p a t i a l l y  o r  te m p o ra l ly  i n d iv i d u a t e d ,  th e n  th e y  a r e  i d e a l

o b j e c t i v i t i e s .  L e t  u s  c o n s id e r  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  exam ple  i n  o r d e r  to  

show t h a t  t h e  a n te c e d e n t  i s  t r u e ,  s a y ,  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  ' I f  a th e is m  i s  

t r u e ,  th e n  God d o e s  n o t  e x i s t ' .  Now e v e ry o n e  i s  aw a re  o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  

ch a n g es  i n  t h e  m ean in g s  o f  w o rd s . F o r  ex am p le , i t  c o u ld  b e  t h e  c a s e  

• t h a t  th e  w ord 't h e i s m ' m ean t w h a t t h e  w ord 'a t h e i s m ' now m ean s . T h u s , 

i t  seem s t h a t  m ean ings ch an g e  ( o r  c a n  c h a n g e ) ,  an d  t h a t ,  c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  

th e y  c a n n o t  b e  c a l l e d  i d e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s .  B u t w h a t we a r e  d i s c u s s in g  

h e r e  i s  n o t  a  ch an g e  i n  m ean in g ; r a t h e r ,  i t  i s  a  ch a n g e  i n  t h e  w o rd (s )  

we u s e  to  e x p re s s  t h a t  m ean in g . A f t e r  a l l ,  i f  ' t h e i s m ' m ean t w h a t we 

now m ean by 'a t h e i s m ' ,  we s a y  t h a t  t h e  two w o rd s  h a v e  t h e  sam e m ea n in g . 

So ev en  th o u g h  t h e  w ords we u s e  to  e x p re s s  m e a n in g s  c h a n g e , i t  d o e s  n o t
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seem  t o  b e  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  m ea n in g s  th e m s e lv e s  c h a n g e . The u n c h a n g a b i l i t y  

o f  m ea n in g s  i s ,  a s  t h e  exam ple  sh o w s, a  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

o f  t r a n s l a t i o n  from  a  la n g u a g e  a t  a n  e a r l i e r  t im e  t o  t h a t  o f  a  l a t e r  

t im e .

A s t r o n g e r  a rg u m en t i s  i n  o r d e r .  The r e a s o n  why one  m ig h t 

t h i n k  t h a t  p r o p o s i t i o n s  a r e  r e a l ,  r a t h e r  th a n  i r r e a l  (m ore p r e c i s e l y ,  

t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  b u t  o n ly  s e n te n c e s )  o b j e c t i v i t i e s ,  i s  

t h a t  p r o p o s i t i o n s  n e c e s s a r i l y  m ake t h e i r  a p p e a ra n c e  t o  s u b j e c t s  i n  

t e m p o r a l ly  in d iv id u a t e d  e v e n ts  o f  t h i n k i n g ,  s p e a k in g ,  an d  h e a r in g .  " I t  

b e lo n g s  e s s e n t i a l l y  t o  t h e i r  ^ r r e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i ^  a p p e a ra n c e  t h a t  th e y  

a r e  s u b j e c t i v e  f o r m a t io n s ,  t h e r e f o r e  l o c a l i z e d  i n  w o r l d l i n e s s  ( s p a t i o -  

t e m p o r a l i t y )  by  t h e  l o c a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t "  (E& J, p .  2 6 0 ) .  T h is  

i s  w ha t l i k e l y  m is le d  M a te s , a s  we s h a l l  s e e .  B u t t h e  s p a t i o - t e m p o r a l i t y  

o f  t h e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  m ust n o t  b e  i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  t h e  

" s p a t i o - t e m p o r a l i t y "  o f  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  i t s e l f ,  a n y  m ore th a n  one s h o u ld  

I d e n t i f y  t h e  d u r a t io n  o f  o n e 's  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  a  p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t  w i th  t h e  

d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t  i t s e l f .  I f  o n e  d i d ,  a  num ber o f  c a te g o r y  

m is ta k e s  w ould  r e s u l t .  No r e a l  o b j e c t i v i t y  c a n  b e  i n  tw o p l a c e s  

s im u l ta n e o u s ly .  B ut t h i s  i s  n o t  p r e c lu d e d  f o r  i r r e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s  l i k e  

p r o p o s i t i o n s  ( th e  m ean ing  o f  so m e o n e 's  s p e e c h  a c t ) .  I  c a n  ju d g e  ( o r  s a y )  

"S  i s  P" w h i le  a t  t h e  same t im e  som eone i n  E n g la n d , s a y ,  ju d g e s  a n d /o r  

s a y s  t h e  same t h i n g .  The two s p e e c h  a c t s  a r e  i d e n t i c a l  i n  m ea n in g . They 

a r e  n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from  one a n o th e r  by  t h e i r  p l a c e  i n  t im e .  B ut s in c e  

t h i s  c a n n o t be  t r u e  o f  r e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s ,  m ea n in g s  a r e  n o t  r e a l  

o b j e c t i v i t i e s .  Suppose t h a t  we w ere  t r y i n g  t o  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  a  c e r t a i n  

r e v o l v e r  R was t h e  m u rd e r w eapon; im a g in e  t h a t  t h e  m u rd e r  o c c u r r e d  i n
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p la c e  F a t  t im e  T& S u p p o se , f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  we a s c e r t a i n e d  t h a t  R was i n

P ^ , a  p l a c e  f a r  away fro m  P ,  a t  T . I t  f o l lo w s  t h a t  R i s  n o t  t h e  m u rd e r

w eapon. S u t we do n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h  p r o p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h i s  w ay. The p e r s o n

i n  E n g lan d  and  I  d id  n o t  s a y  two d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s  s im p ly  b e c a u s e  we

made o u r  ju d g e m e n ts  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s  a t  t h e  same t im e .  P r o p o s i t i o n s ,

a s  H u s s e r l  p u t  i t ,  a r e  " e v e ry w h e re  and  n o w h ere"  (E& J, p .  2 6 1 ) .  I f

one  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  p r o p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h a t  w ay , i t  w ould  make s e n s e  t o  s a y

"T h a t p r o p o s i t i o n  o c c u r r e d  a t  2 :1 5  P.M . i n  L o n d o n " , w h ic h  i s  a b s u rd .

O nly t h a t  p e r s o n 's  a s s e r t i n g  o f  t h a t  p r o p o s i t i o n  o c c u r r e d  a t  a  d e f i n i t e

tim e  an d  i n  a  c e r t a i n  p l a c e .

• ^ a i n ,  su p p o se  t h a t  ' t h e  v i c t o r  a t  J e n a ' a n d  ' t h e  v a n g u is h e d

a t  W a te r lo o ' d e s c r i b e  t h e  same p e r s o n ,  N a p o le o n . Now s i n c e  N a p o le o n 's

v i c t o r y  a t  J e a n  (T^) o c c u r r e d  b e f o r e  h i s  d e f e a t  a t  W a te r lo o  (T ^ ) ,

N apo leon  m ust h av e  l i v e d  d u r in g  t h e  i n te r m e d ia t e  t im e  (T ^ ) . M o reo v e r,

h e  m u st h a v e  b e e n  i n  d e f i n i t e  p l a c e s  d u r in g  t h e  e n t i r e t y  o f  T ^. I f  we

d is c o v e r e d  t h a t  N apo leon  d ie d  d u r in g  T ^, we w ou ld  b e  e n t i t l e d  to  i n f e r

t h a t  t h e  v i c t o r  a t  J e n a  i s  n o t  i d e n t i c a l  w i th  t h e  v a n g u is h e d  a t  W a te r lo o .

Time i s  a  r e a l  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  w o r ld ;  i n d i v i d u a l  o b j e c t s  w h ich  a r e  
i n  d i f f e r e n t  t im e s  and  i n  s e p a r a t e  l o c a t i o n s  c a n  be  th e  same o n ly  
s o  f a r  a s  th e y  e n d u re  c o n t in u o u s ly  th ro u g h  th e s e  te m p o ra l  p o s i t i o n s ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  so  f a r  a s  th e y  a r e  a l s o  i n  t h e  i n t e r m e d ia t e  t im e s ;  
o th e r w i s e ,  th e y  c an  o n ly  be  o b j e c t s  w h ich  a r e  a l i k e  b u t  i n d i v i d u a l l y  
d i f f e r e n t  (E&J, p .  2 5 7 ) .

T h u s , i t  i s  i n  p r i n c i p l e  p o s s i b l e ,  a ssu m in g  t h a t  t h e  v i c t o r  a t  J e n a

i s  t h e  v a n g u is h e d  a t  W a te r lo o , to  an sw er t h e  q u e s t io n  "W here w as N apo leon

d u r in g  e a c h  moment o f  T ^ ? " . Of c o u r s e ,  t h i s  exam ple  c a n  b e  g e n e r a l i z e d

f o r  a n y  r e a l  o b j e c t i v i t y  w h a ts o e v e r .

C o n t r a s t  t h i s  w i th  a  p r o p o s i t i o n .  S uppose  t h a t  som eone s a y s  

"M orgens w erde  i c h  n i c h t  a u f  d e u ts c h  s p r e c h e n " . a t  T̂  ̂ an d  t h a t  I  s a y
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"Tomorrow I  won’ t 's p e a k  i n  German" a t  T ^. I f  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  w ere  a  r e a l  

o b j e c t i v i t y ,  i t  w ould  make s e n s e  t o  a s k  "W here w as t h a t  p r o p o s i t i o n  

d u r in g  e a c h  moment o f  t h e  i n te r m e d ia t e  t im e  I ^ ? " .  A g a in , we h a v e  a  

c a te g o r y  m is ta k e .  So p r o p o s i t i o n s  a r e  i d e a l  ( i r r e a l )  o b j e c t i v i t i e s .

I  c o n c u r  w i th  M bhanty i n  t h in k i n g  t h a t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  m ean ings

a s  o b j e c t s  i s  somewhat m is le a d in g .

Now t h i s  o n t o l o g i c a l  mode o f  s p e e c h  i s  g r a d u a l ly  m ellow ed  down.
To b e  s u r e ,  th e  m ean ings a r e  i d e a l ,  t h e i r  i d e a l i t y  i s  n o th in g  b u t  
’u n i t y  i n  m u l t i p l i c i t y '  b u t  th e y  a r e  mediums o f  r e f e r e n c e ,  n o t  
o b j e c t s  o f  r e f e r e n c e .  When i n  a n  a c t  o f  r e f l e c t i o n  th e y  a r e  
made o b j e c t s ,  th e y  c e a s e  to  f u n c t io n  a s  m ean in g s  (EELI, p .  7 8 ) .

I f  t h i s  i s  s o ,  th e n  I  have  b e e n  s p e a k in g  i n  a  m is le a d in g  m anner a b o u t  

m e a n in g s . T h u s , i t  i s  in cu m b en t upon me to  e x p la i n  how i t  i s  m is le a d 

i n g ,  and  t o  j u s t i f y  s p e a k in g  i n  t h i s  m an n e r.

What i s  t h e  s o u rc e  o f  M ohanty’ s  rem a rk  a b o u t m ean in g s?  H is

p o i n t  i s  t h a t  m ean in g s have  a  r e f e r r i n g  f u n c t i o n ;  th e y  r e f e r  t o  o b j e c t s

( o b j e c t i v i t i e s ) ,  and  th u s  a r e  modes o f  r e f e r e n c e ,  r a t h e r  th a n  th e

r e f e r e n t s  th e m s e lv e s .  M oreover, t h a t  i s  t h e  way t h a t  m ean in g s n o rm a lly

a p p e a r  i n  m e n ta l  l i f e .  I f  I  am t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  f a t h e r  o f  phenom enology ,

my i n t e n t i o n  an d  t h a t  o f  my h e a r e r  a r e  (n o rm a lly )  a im ed a t  H u s s e r l ,

r a t h e r  th a n  t h e  m ean ing  o f  my w o rd s , t h e  to n e  o f  my v o i c e ,  e t c .

S ta te d  m ore p r e c i s e l y :  when s p e e c h  p ro c e e d s  i n  i t s  n a t u r a l
f u n c t i o n ,  a c t u a l l y  a s  s p e e c h  i n  w h ich  ’ su c h  an d  su c h  i s  u t t e r e d ' ,  
t h e  s p e a k e r 's  p r a c t i c a l  i n t e n t i o n  i s  o b v io u s ly  n o t  d i r e c t e d  u l t i m a t e l y  
t o  t h e  m ere  w o rd s , b u t  i s  d i r e c t e d  ' t h r o u g h ' them  t o  t h e i r  s i g n i 
f i c a t i o n .  The w ords c a r r y  s i g n i f i c a t i v e  i n t e n t i o n s ;  th e y  s e r v e  a s  
b r id g e s  l e a d in g  o v e r  to  t h e  s i g n i f i c a t i o n s ,  t o  w hat t h e  s p e a k e r  
m eans 'b y '  them  (FTL, p . 2 2 ) .

B u t when s p e e c h  f u n c t i o n s  n o r m a l ly ,  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  i s  d i r e c t e d  " th ro u g h "

w h a t th e  s p e a k e r  m eans t o  w hat t h e  s p e a k e r  i s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t , r a t h e r  th a n

t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  s p e a k e r ’ s  w o rd s .
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S i m i l a r ly ,  s i n c e  m ean ings a p p e a r  v i a  la n g u a g e  ( th e  sp o k en  and  

w r i t t e n  w o rd ) , th e y  n o rm a lly  f u n c t io n  a s  r e f e r r e r s , r a t h e r  th a n  r e f e r e n t s . 

As M bhanty o b s e r v e s ,  i t  i s  i n  r e f l e c t i o n  t h a t  m ean in g s  a p p e a r  a s  o b j e c t s  

( o b j e c t i v i t i e s ) .  R e f l e c t i o n  on  m ean in g s c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  

p r a c t i c e  o f  p l a c in g  i n v e r t e d  commas a ro u n d  w ords o r  s e n te n c e s  i n  o r d e r  

t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  word (o r  s e n te n c e )  i s  m e n tio n e d  ( o r ,  r e f e r r e d  to )  

r a t h e r  th a n  u s e d  ( o r ,  r e f e r s  t o  so m e th in g  e l s e ) .  When m ean in g s  f u n c t io n  

n o rm a lly  i n  s p e e c h , th e y  a r e  u s e d , r a t h e r  th a n  m e n tio n e d . S o , when I  

sp o k e  o f  m ean in g s  a s  i d e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s ,  I  sp o k e  o f  them  a s  r e f e r e n t s  

o f  r e f l e c t i v e  a c t s ,  r a t h e r  th a n  i n  t h e i r  n o rm a l f u n c t i o n .

N e v e r th e le s s ,  I  do n o t  r e g a r d  t a l k i n g  o f  m ea n in g s  a s  i r r e a l  

o b j e c t i v i t i e s  a s  u n j u s t i f i e d ,  s in c e  su c h  t a l k  i n  a  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l 

c o n te x t  i s  n o t  " o n to l o g ic a l " .  I  sp o k e  o f  m ea n in g s  a s  i n t e n t i o n a l  

o b j e c t s  o n ly .  M o reo v e r, I  h av e  some d o u b ts  a b o u t  t h e  t h e s i s  t h a t  i f  

m ean in g s a r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  r e f l e c t i v e l y ,  th e y  l o s e  t h e i r  r e f e r r i n g  f u n c t i o n .

I  g r a n t  t h a t  m ean in g s a s  r e f e r e n t s  a r e  t h e  r e f e r e n t  o f  o t h e r  m ean ings 

(sp e e c h  a c t s ) .  But one  c a n  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  w ords 

and  t h e i r  r e f e r e n t s ,  su c h  t h a t  m ean ings a r e  a n  i s o l a t a b l e  a s p e c t  o f  a  

com plex  o b j e c t i v i t y  ( 'w o r d - t o - o b j e c t ’ o r  ' p r o p o s i t i o n - t o - s t a t e - o f - a f f a i r s ' ) .

I n  su c h  a  c a s e ,  one seem s to  h ave  two r e f e r r i n g  f u n c t i o n s :  f i r s t ,

be tw een  th e  sp e e c h  a c t  and  th e  com plex o b j e c t i v i t y ;  s e c o n d ly ,  be tw een  

t h e  word (a  c o n s t i t u e n t  o f  th e  com plex  o b j e c t i v i t y )  and  i t s  r e f e r e n t  

( a n o th e r  c o n s t i t u e n t ) .

I f  I  am c o r r e c t  i n  s a y in g  t h a t  r e f l e c t i o n  on  m ean in g s  c o r r e s 

ponds t o  t h e  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  p r a c t i c e  o f  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  b e tw e en  u s in g  and  

m e n tio n in g  a  te rm , th e n  r e f l e c t i o n  on m ean in g s  d o e s  n o t  im p ly  t h a t  th e y
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l o s e  t h e i r  r e f e r r i n g  f u n c t i o n .  F o r when we r e f l e c t  on  t h e  m ean ing  o f  a

te rm  o r  e x p r e s s io n ,  we m e n ta l ly  " p u t  i t  i n  i n v e r t e d  com m as"; an d  t h e  te rm

( o r  e x p r e s s io n )  i n  i n v e r t e d  commas c o n t in u e s  t o  r e f e r ,  e x c e p t  o n ly  to  a

d i f f e r e n t  o b j e c t i v i t y .

F o r  e x a m p le , ’The I l i a d '  d e n o te s  t h e  t i t l e  The I l i a d ,  w h ich  i n  t u r n  
d e n o te s  t h e  g r e a t  e p ic  poem. I f  we w is h  to  sp e a k  o f  t h e  t i t l e ,  we 
u s e  a  name o f  t h e  t i t l e  and  n o t  j u s t  t h e  t i t l e  i t s e l f ;  th u s  we may 
s a y  'T h e  I l i a d '  i s  a  s h o r t  t i t l e .  A c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  r u l e  s t a t e d  a b o v e , 
o m is s io n  o f  th e  q u o ta t io n  m arks h e re  w ould  r e s u l t  i n  o u r  t a l k i n g  
a b o u t The I l i a d  r a t h e r  th a n  a b o u t i t s  name (EL, p . 2 1 , enç>hasis m in e ) .

'T h e  I l i a d '  r e f e r s  t o  a  t i t l e ,  w h e re as  The I l i a d  r e f e r s  to  a n  e p ic  poem.

The two r e f e r e n t s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t ;  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  th e y  s t i l l  r e f e r .  When

on e  m e n tio n s  a  te rm  o r  e x p r e s s io n ,  one s im u l ta n e o u s ly  u s e s  i t  t o  r e f e r

t o  t h e  w o r d ( s ) . When one  lo o k s  up th e  m ean ing  o f  a  w ord i n  th e

d i c t i o n a r y ,  one  i s  r e f l e c t i n g  on i t s  m ea n in g , and y e t  i t  s t i l l  r e f e r s .

I f  I  f in d  o u t  t h e  m ean ing  o f  'g o o g o l ' ,  I  d i s c o v e r  i t s  m ean in g  an d  th e

r e f e r e n t ( s )  o f  t h e  w ord w ith o u t  i n v e r t e d  commas.

Even i f  t h e  p re c e d in g  a rg u m en t i s  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  I  s t i l l  do 

n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  my t a l k  o f  m ean ings a s  i r r e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s  i s  u n j u s t i f i e d .  

F o r  su c h  t a l k  i s  a  f u n c t io n  o f  o u r  p o i n t  o f  v ie w . We a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  

s c ie n c e  (a n d , i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  m e a n in g s ) , r a t h e r  th a n  d o in g  s c ie n c e .

(A lth o u g h  r e f l e c t i o n  show s t h a t  by a n a ly z in g  s c ie n c e  o n e  i s  a l s o  d o in g  

s c ie n c e  i n  t h e  n e u t r a l  s e n s e ,  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  my m ean ing  i s  c l e a r . )  I n s o 

f a r  a s  we a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t m ean in g s (a s  c o n s t i t u e n t s  o f  s c ie n c e  i n  th e  

n e u t r a l  s e n s e ) , th e y  a p p e a r  a s  t h e  r e f e r e n t s  o f  o u r  s p e e c h  a c t s . P ro 

p o s i t i o n s  m e re ly  r e f e r  when one p r a c t i c e s  s c ie n c e  (o f  a  c e r t a i n  l e v e l ) .

T h u s , I  t a k e  M o h a n ty 's  p o in t  to  b e  a  w a rn in g  a g a in s t  n o t  b e in g  s e l f -  

c o n s c io u s  a b o u t  w hat we ( p h i lo s o p h e r s )  a r e  d o in g , su c h  t h a t  one i g n o r e s
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t h e  r e f e r r i n g  f u n c t i o n  o f  m e a n in g s . I  do n o t  t a k e  h i s  p o i n t  a s  a n

o b j e c t io n  to  s a y in g  t h a t  m ean in g s  a r e  i d e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s  p e r  s e ,

s in c e  we o n ly  n e e d  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  a s  i d e a l

o b j e c t i v i t i e s  i s  a  f u n c t i o n  o f  o u r  r e f l e c t i v e  s t a n d p o i n t .

I f  we p e r fo rm  a n  a c t  an d  l i v e  i n  i t ,  a s  i t  w e re , we n a t u r a l l y  r e f e r  
t o  i t s  o b j e c t  a n d  n o t  t o  i t s  m ean in g . I f ,  e . g . ,  we make a  s t a t e m e n t ,  
we ju d g e  a b o u t  t h e  t h i n g  i t  c o n c e r n s ,  and  n o t  a b o u t  t h e  s t a t e m e n t 's  
m ean in g , a b o u t  t h e  ju d g em e n t i n  t h e  l o g i c a l  s e n s e .  T h is  l a t t e r  f i r s t  
becom es o b j e c t i v e  t o  u s  i n  a  r e f l e x  a c t  o f  t h o u g h t ,  i n  w h ich  we n o t  
o n ly  lo o k  b a c k  on t h e  s ta te m e n t  j u s t  m ade, b u t  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  a b s t r a c 
t i o n  ( th e  I d e a t io n )  dem anded. T h is  l o g i c a l  r e f l e c t i o n  i s  n o t  an  
a c t  t h a t  t a k e s  p la c e  o n ly  u n d e r  e x c e p t i o n a l ,  a r t i f i c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s :  
i t  i s  a  n o rm a l com ponent o f  l o g i c a l  t h i n k i n g .  ( L I ,  p .  3 2 2 ) .

3 .  P r o p o s i t i o n s  and  t h e  N e u t r a l  C oncep t o f  S c ie n c e

I t  i s  f a i r  t o  a s k  "W hat d o e s  t h i s  p r e l i m i n a r y  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  

t h e  way p r o p o s i t i o n s  a p p e a r  t o  u s  h a v e  t o  do w i th  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  

n e u t r a l  c o n c e p t  o f  s c i e n c e ? " .  F o r tu n a t e ly ,  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  

e a s y  t o  a n sw e r . B u t t h e  a n sw er t o  i t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  w hat I  h av e  s a i d  h e r e 

t o f o r e ,  i s  v e r y  c o n t r o v e r s i a l .  A c c o rd in g ly ,  I  s h a l l  d i s c u s s  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  

p r e s e n t l y .

L e t u s  r e c a l l  t h e  m ean in g  o f  ' t h e  n e u t r a l  c o n c e p t  o f  s c i e n c e '

i n  o r d e r  t o  show t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  i t  a n d  th e  p r e c e d in g  d i s c u s s io n .

I t  ^ ^ c i e n c e D  m eans a  c e r t a i n  u n iv e r s e  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  P s a t z e i J  t h a t  
a r o s e  somehow fro m  t h e o r e t i c a l  e f f o r t  and  h a v e  a  s y s te m a t ic  o r d e r  
w h e re in  a  c e r t a i n  u n i v e r s e  o f  o b j e c t s  becom es d e te rm in e d  (FTL, p .  103 , 
e m p h a s is  m in e ) .

I f  any  s c ie n c e  i s  a  u n iv e r s e  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  th e n  a  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  

d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  how p r o p o s i t i o n s  a p p e a r  i s  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  

c o n s t i t u e n t s  o f  s c ie n c e  i n  th e  n e u t r a l  s e n s e .  T h u s , H u s s e r l  i s  s a y in g  t h a t  

when we t a l k  a b o u t  s c i e n c e ,  we a r e  s p e a k in g  o f  so m e th in g  w h ich  c o n s i s t s
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o f  a  num ber o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s . Now l o g i c  i s  f o r  H u s s e r l ,  a s  i t  w as f o r  

P l a t o ,  t h e  th e o r y  o f  s c ie n c e  (FTL, p . 2 ) .  L o g ic  e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  and  n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  s c ie n c e  and  s c i e n t i f i c  i n q u i r y ,  th e r e b y  

s e t t i n g  th e  b o u n d a ry  r u l e s  f o r  g e n u in e  s c ie n c e  an d  s e r v in g  a s  i t s  norm 

(FTL, p . 1 - 6 ) .  " F o r  a  r a t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e ,  t h e o r y  a  p r i o r i  can  be  o n ly  

a  d e l i m i t i n g  fo rm ; i t  can  o n ly  p l a n t  f e n c e s ,  t h e  c r o s s i n g  o f  w h ich  

i n d i c a t e s  a b s u r d i ty  o r  a b e r r a t i o n "  (FTL, p .  6 ) .

I f  l o g i c  i s  th e  t h e o r y  o f  s c i e n c e ,  an d  s c ie n c e  c o n s i s t s  i n  p a r t  

o f  a  u n iv e r s e  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  th e n  l o g i c  i s  p a r t l y  a  t h e o r y  a b o u t 

p r o p o s i t i o n s .

I f  a l l  g iv e n  t h e o r e t i c  u n i t y  i s  i n  e s s e n c e  a  u n i t y  o f  m ean in g , 
and i f  l o g i c  i s  t h e  s c ie n c e  o f  t h e o r e t i c  u n i t y  i n  g e n e r a l ,  th e n  
l o g i c  e v id e n t ly  i s  t h e  s c ie n c e  o f  m ean in g s  a s  s u c h , o f  t h e i r  
e s s e n t i a l  s o r t s  and  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  a s  a l s o  o f  t h e  i d e a l  law s w h ich  
r e s t  p u r e ly  on  t h e  l a t t e r  (L I , p . 3 2 3 ) .

The t h e s i s  t h a t  l o g i c  i s  p a r t l y  a  t h e o r y  a b o u t  p r o p o s i t i o n s  h a s  p r e 

c i p i t a t e d  some c r i t i c i s m s  from  A ng lo -A m erican  p h i lo s o p h e r s .  What a r e  

some o f  th o s e  o b j e c t io n s ?  A re  any  o f  them  d e c i s i v e ?  I f  s o ,  a r e  H u s s e r l ’ s  

v ie w s  on p r o p o s i t i o n s  s u b je c t  t o  th o s e  o b j e c t io n s ?

4 . M a te s ’ O b je c t io n s  t o  P r o p o s i t i o n s  and  R e p l ie s

B enson M ates  a rg u e s  u n c h a r i t a b l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  

l o g i c  i s  a b o u t p r o p o s i t i o n s  and  c o n seq u e n c e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among them .

M ates o p en s h i s  a t t a c k  by s a y in g  t h a t  p r o p o s i t i o n s  do n o t  e x i s t  (M a tes , 

p .  1 0 ) . M ates p r o v id e s  no a rg u m en t f o r  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ;  b u t  t h a t  i s  

I r r e l e v a n t , s in c e  M a te s ’ a rg u m en t b e g in s  w i th  t h e  h y p o th e s i s  t h a t  th e y  

d o .

Even i f  th e y  p r o p o s i t i o n s ]  d id  ( g x i s ^  , t h e r e  a r e  a  num ber o f  
c o n s id e r a t io n s  t h a t  w ould  j u s t i f y  o u r  o p e r a t in g  w i th  s e n te n c e s  a n y -
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w ay. A s e n te n c e ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  i t s  w r i t t e n  fo rm , i s  a n  o b j e c t  h a v in g  
a  sh a p e  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  s e n s o ry  p e r c e p t i o n ,  o r ,  a t  w o r s t ,  i s  a  s e t  
o f  su c h  o b j e c t s .  Thus ' I t  i s  r a i n i n g '  and  'E s  r e g n e t ’ , th o u g h  th e y  
may in d e e d  by synonym ous, a r e  n o n e th e l e s s  a  p a i r  o f  e q u a l ly  d i s 
t i n g u i s h a b l e  s e n te n c e s .  And i n  g e n e r a l  we f i n d  t h a t  a s  lo n g  a s  we 
a r e  d e a l in g  w i th  s e n te n c e s  many o f  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  w h ich  th e  l o g i c i a n  
i s  i n t e r e s t e d  a r e  a s c e r t a i n a b l e  by s im p le  i n s p e c t i o n .  O nly  r e a s o n 
a b ly  good e y e s i g h t ,  a s  c o n t r a s t e d  w i th  m e ta p h y s ic a l  a c u i t y ,  i s  
r e q u i r e d  t o  d e c id e  w h e th e r  a  s e n te n c e  i s  s im p le  o f  com p lex , a f f i r 
m a tiv e  o r  n e g a t i v e ,  o r  w h e th e r  one s e n te n c e  c o n ta in s  a n o th e r  a s  a  
p a r t . . . .  B u t m a t t e r s  a r e  q u i t e  o th e r w is e  when we t r y  t o  an sw er t h e  
same k in d s  o f  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t  p r o p o s i t i o n s . . .  (EL, p p . 1 0 -1 1 ) .

I t  i s  f a i r  t o  a s k  "Why d o e s  M ates t h i n k  t h a t  i f  l o g i c  i s  a b o u t 

p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  th e n  m e ta p h y s ic a l  a c u i t y  i s  r e q u i r e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  a s c e r 

t a i n  w h e th e r  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  s im p le  o r  com pound, e t c . ? " .  The answ er i s  

t h a t  p r o p o s i t i o n s  a r e  a b s t r a c t  e n t i t i e s .

P r o p o s i t i o n s ,  we a r e  t o l d ,  a r e  th e  s e n s e s  o r  m ea n in g s  o f  s e n te n c e s .
They a r e  s o - c a l l e d  a b s t r a c t  e n t i t i e s  a n d , a s  s u c h , a r e  s a i d  to  
occupy  no  s p a c e ,  r e f l e c t  no l i g h t ,  h a v e  no  b e g in n in g  o r  e n d , and  so  
f o r t h .  A t th e  sam e t im e , e a c h  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  r e g a rd e d  a s  h a v in g  
a  s t r u c t u r e , upon w h ich  i t s  l o g i c a l  p r o p e r t i e s  e s s e n t i a l l y  dep en d .
I f  we w e re  to  s tu d y  lo g i c  from  t h i s  p o i n t  o f  v ie w , t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  
w ould  b e  im p e r a t iv e  t o  h a v in g  a  way o f  f i n d i n g  o u t  i n  g iv e n  c a s e s  
w h a t t h a t  s t r u c t u r e  i s .  U n f o r tu n a te ly  no  s im p le  m ethod i s  e v e r  
g iv e n . S in c e  e v e ry o n e  a g r e e s  t h a t  s e n te n c e s  w i th  d i f f e r e n t  sh a p es  
and  s t r u c t u r e s  may h a v e  th e  sam e m ea n in g , th e  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  p ro 
p o s i t i o n s  m u st n o t  b e  c o n fu se d  w i th  th o s e  o f  t h e i r  c o rre s p o n d in g  
s e n t e n c e s . . . .  B u t, when a l l  t h e  r h e t o r i c  h a s  b e e n  e x p en d ed , we a r e  
l e f t  o n ce  a g a in  w i th  th e  p ro b le m  o f  how i n  p r a c t i c e  to  a s c e r t a i n  th e  
s t r u c t u r e  o f  p r o p o s i t io n s  e x p re s s e d  by  g iv e n  s e n te n c e s  (EL, p . 1 1 ) .

I t  s h o u ld  b e  n o te d  t h a t  ' a b s t r a c t  e n t i t i e s ’ and  ' i d e a l  ( i r r e a l )

o b j e c t i v i t i e s ’ a r e  ro u g h ly  synonom ous, e x c e p t  t h a t  H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t

a s s e r t  t h a t  i d e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s  e x i s t  i n  t h e  same s e n s e  t h a t  M ates

d e n ie s  t h a t  su c h  e n t i t i e s  e x i s t .  M ore on  t h i s  v e r y  im p o r ta n t  p o in t

l a t e r .

L e t  u s  sum m arize th e  c e n t r a l  p o i n t s  i n  M a te s ’ a rg u m e n t.

1 . I f  l o g i c  i s  a b o u t  c o n se q u e n c e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among s e n te n c e s .
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t h e n  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  w h ich  l o g i c i a n s  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  c a n  be  

a s c e r t a i n e d  by  s im p le  i n s p e c t io n  ( s e n s e - p e r c e p t i o n ) .

2 . B u t i f  l o g i c  i s  a b o u t c o n seq u e n c e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among 

p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  t h e n ,  s in c e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  a r e  a b s t r a c t  e n t i t i e s ,  

m e ta p h y s ic a l  a c u i t y  w ould be  r e q u i r e d  i n  o r d e r  to  a s c e r t a i n  th e  

p r o p e r t i e s  i n  w h ich  l o g i c i a n s  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d .

3 . M e ta p h y s ic a l  a c u i t y  i s  n o t  r e q u i r e d  i n  o r d e r  to  a s c e r t a i n  

t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  w h ich  l o g i c i a n s  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d .

4 .  T h u s , o n ly  i f  l o g i c  i s  a b o u t c o n se q u e n c e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among 

s e n te n c e s  can  one e x p la in  how i n  p r a c t i c e  l o g i c i a n s  a s c e r t a i n  

t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n .

The c o n c lu s io n  (4 ) i s  p e rh a p s  a  b i t  s t r o n g e r  th a n  w hat M ates

s a y s .  H ow ever, h e  s t r o n g ly  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h a t  i s  h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  s in c e

he  s a y s  t h a t  m e ta p h y s ic a l  a c u i t y  i s  r e q u i r e d  i f  d e f e n d e r s  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  

a r e  c o r r e c t .  L e t u s  a s s e s s  M ates* p o s i t i o n .

I  do n o t  in te n d  t o  d e fe n d  e v e ry  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n

th e o r y .  In d e e d , i t  seem s to  me t h a t  some v e r s i o n s  a r e  i n d e f e n s i b l e .

I  s h a l l  d e fe n d  one  v e r s io n  o f  th e  p r o p o s i t i o n  th e o r y ,  one  t h a t  I  t a k e  

t o  be H u s s e r l i a n .  The p o s i t i o n  t h a t  I  t a k e  to  b e  H u s s e r l i a n  w i l l  em erge 

•from my c r i t i c i s m s  o f  M ates and  o t h e r s .

B e fo re  a t t a c k i n g  M a te s ' a rg u m e n t, I  s h o u ld  n o te  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  

a  p o in t  on w h ich  he  and I  c o m p le te ly  a g r e e .  I t  i s  t h a t  d e fe n d e r s  o f  th e  

p r o p o s i t io n  th e o r y  sh o u ld  e x p la in  how, i n  p r a c t i c e ,  l o g i c i a n s  can  

a s c e r t a i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s .  B ut t h a t  i s  a  p ro b lem  t h a t  

any  p h i lo s o p h e r  o f  l o g i c  o u g h t to  a d d r e s s ,  i n c lu d in g  d e f e n d e r s  o f  th e  

s e n te n c e  th e o r y .  No p h ilo s o p h y  o f  th e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  l o g i c  s h o u ld
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r e n d e r  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  l o g i c i a n s  i n e x p l i c a b l e ; an d  s u c h  a  th e o r y  i s  

b e t t e r  i f  i t  e x p la in s  t h a t  p r a c t i c e .  D a l la s  W il la r d  h a s  shown t h a t  

H u s s e r l  a d d re s s e d  t h i s  p ro b lem  (H:E&A, p p . 1 0 -1 7 ) .  B u t M a te s * a rg u m en t 

r e n d e r s  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  l o g i c i a n s  i n e x p l i c a b l e .  I  am n o t  s a y in g  t h a t  no 

s e n te n c e  th e o r y  c a n  b o th  do j u s t i c e  to  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  l o g i c  and  e x p la in  

t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  l o g i c i a n s .  I  am s a y in g  t h a t  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  way i n  

w h ic h  M ates s e t s  up h i s  a rg u m en t r e n d e r s  t h a t  p r a c t i c e  i n e x p l i c a b l e .

What i s  t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  c la im ?

N o te  t h a t  M ates  s a y s  t h a t  we h a v e  no  mode o f  a c c e s s  t o  

p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  s i n c e  we do n o t  h av e  m e ta p h y s ic a l  a c u i t y .  B ut p r o p o s i t i o n s  

a r e  t h e  m ea n in g s  o f  s e n te n c e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  M ates i s  co m m itted  t o  th e  

p o s i t i o n  t h a t  we hav e  no mode o f  a c c e s s  ( o r  way o f  know ing ) t h e  m ean ings 

o f  s e n te n c e s .  B ut c o n s id e r  t h e  f o l lo w in g  tw o s e n te n c e s :

(A) D e s c a r te s  and  G a l i l e o  w ere  s c i e n t i s t s ,  and

(B) D e s c a r t e s  an d  G a l i l e o  w ere  c o n te m p o r a r ie s .

On w hat b a s i s  d o e s  a  l o g i c i a n  know t h a t  A i s  com pound, w h ere  B i s  n o t?

How d o e s  a  l o g i c i a n  know t h a t  t h e  t r u t h  ( o r  f a l s e h o o d )  o f  A i s  a  f u n c t io n  

o f  t h e  com ponent s im p le  s e n te n c e s  'D e s c a r t e s  was a  s c i e n t i s t *  and

* G a l i le o  w as a  s c i e n t i s t * ,  w h e re as  t h e  t r u t h  ( o r  f a l s e h o o d )  o f  B i s  n o t

a  f u n c t io n  o f  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  s t r i n g s  " D e s c a r te s  w as a  co n tem p o ra ry *  and

* G a l i le o  w as a  con tem p o ra ry *  ? The s h a p e s  o f  ’and* i n  A an d  B a r e  

e x a c t ly  t h e  sam e; so  i t  i s  n o t  on  t h e  b a s i s  o f  e y e s i g h t  a lo n e  t h a t  a  

l o g i c i a n  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  b e tw een  A and  B. How d o e s  a  l o g i c i a n  do i t ?  By 

u n d e r s ta n d in g  t h e  m ean ing  o f  t h e  s e n te n c e s ,  o f  c o u r s e .  B u t t h e  m ean ing  

o f  a  s e n te n c e  ^  a  p r o p o s i t i o n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  

l o g i c i a n s  h a v e  no a c c e s s  t o  t h e  m ean in g s  o f  s e n te n c e s  ( i . e . ,  p r o p o s i t i o n s ) .
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L o g ic ia n s  u n d e rs ta n d  t h e  m ean in g s  o f  s e n te n c e s ;  a n d  t h e r e  i s  n o th in g  

w e ird  o r  m e ta p h y s ic a l  a b o u t  u n d e r s ta n d in g  t h e  m ean in g  o f  a  s e n te n c e .

I t  i s  a n  e v e ry d a y  o c c u r r e n c e .  T h u s , b e c a u s e  M ates  m a in ta in s  t h a t  we 

h av e  no a c c e s s  to  t h e  m ea n in g s  o f  s e n te n c e s  ( = p r o p o s i t i o n s ) ,  h e  

c a n n o t e x p la in  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  l o g i c i a n s .

I t .m a y  b e  o b je c t e d  t h a t  I  h a v e  i n t e r p r e t e d  M ates  a s  s a y in g  t h a t  

n o n - e p is te m ic  s e e in g  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  a  l o g i c i a n  t o  d i s c e r n  th e  p ro p 

e r t i e s  o f  s e n te n c e s  i n  w h ich  h e  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  ( s u c h  a s  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  

c o n ju n c t iv e  from  n o n - c o n ju n c t iv e  s e n s e s  o f  ’ a n d ’ ) ,  w h e re a s  t h a t  i s  n o t  

w hat h e  in te n d s  a t  a l l .  M ates i n te n d s  to  b e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  e p is te m ic  

s e e in g .  My r e s p o n s e  i s  t h a t  t h a t  may be  w h a t h e  in te n d e d  t o  s a y ;  b u t  

t h a t  i s  n o t  w hat h e  s a i d . Such p h r a s e s  a s  ’ r e a s o n a b ly  good e y e s i g h t ’ , 

’ s im p le  i n s p e c t i o n ’ , and  's e n s o r y  p e r c e p t i o n ’ a r e  u s e d  by  M ates i n  

o p p o s i t io n  t o  any  a c c e s s  to  t h e  m ea n in g s  o f  s e n te n c e s  ( i . e . ,  p r o p o s i t i o n s ) .  

A c c o rd in g  t o  M a te s , su c h  a c c e s s  r e q u i r e s  " m e ta p h y s ic a l  a c u i t y " .  T hus, 

my fo rm e r  c r i t i c i s m  s t i l l  s t a n d s .

I t  may b e  o b je c t e d  t h a t ,  f o r  M a te s , t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  a n  a rg u 

m ent i s  s o l e l y  a  f u n c t i o n  o f  i t s  fo rm ; and  a l l  t h a t  o n e  n e e d s  to  have  

i n  o r d e r  t o  know t h a t  P i s  d e d u c ib le  from  P & Q i s  r e a s o n a b ly  good 

e y e s i g h t .  One d o e s  n o t  n e e d  t o  know t h e  m e a n in g s  o f  e i t h e r  ’P ’ o r  ’ Q’ .

My r e s p o n s e  i s  tw o f o ld .  F i r s t ,  M ates r e s t e d  h i s  a rg u m e n t on  th e  p r a c t i c e  

o f  l o g i c i a n s .  P a r t  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  l o g i c  c o n s i s t s  o f  t r a n s l a t i n g  

s e n te n c e s  o f  a  n a t u r a l  la n g u a g e  i n t o  a  f o r m a l i z e d  la n g u a g e .  T h a t ,  i n  

t u r n ,  r e q u i r e s  some co m p re h en s io n  o f  th e  s e n t e n c e ’ s  m e a n in g . I  am 

e n t i t l e d  t o  a rg u e  on M a te s ’ own g ro u n d s . S e c o n d ly , i t  i s  a t  l e a s t  

q u e s t io n a b le  t h a t  o n e  n e e d s  o n ly  r e a s o n a b ly  good e y e s i g h t  ( a s  M ates
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l i s e s  t h e  p h r a s e )  i n  o r d e r  t o  know t h a t  P i s  d e d u c ib le  from  P & Q. I t  

i s  t r u e  t h a t  o n e  d o e s  n o t  n eed  t o  know t h e  m ea n in g s  o f  e i t h e r  ’P* o r  

*Q*. B u t I  t h i n k  t h a t  one m u st know t h e  m ean in g  o f  *&’ i n  o r d e r  t o  know 

t h a t  P i s  d e d u c ib le  fro m  P & Q. S uppose  t h a t  I  c o n s t r u c t  a  f o rm a l iz e d  

la n g u a g e ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  w h ich  t h e  sym bol * &’ m eans w h a t i s  u s u a l l y  

sy m o b liz e d  w i th  *v’ . I n  t h a t  c a s e  P d o e s  n o t  f o l l o w  fro m  P & Q i n  t h e  

s y s te m . I f  s o ,  th e n  m ore th a n  r e a s o n a b ly  good e y e s i g h t  ( a g a in ,  i n  M a te s ’ 

s e n s e )  i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  c o r r e c t  i n f e r e n c e s  fro m  P & Q, n a m e ly , an  

u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  t h e  m ean ing  o f  I  am n o t  s u g g e s t in g  t h a t  a  p e rs o n

m u st v i s u a l i z e  t h e  t r u t h  t a b l e  f o r  e v e ry  t im e  h e  i n f e r s  P from  P & Q. 

T h a t w ould  be  f a l s e ,  s i n c e  p e o p le  i n f e r  P fro m  P & Q w i th o u t  r e f l e c t i n g  

a b o u t t h e  m ean ing  o f  A p e r s o n  who know s t h a t  h e  c a n  i n f e r  P from

P & Q knows t h e  m ean ing  o f  *&' i n  a n o th e r  w ay , h o w e v e r. He knows i t  i n  

t h e  sam e way t h a t  som eone can  be  s a id  t o  know t h e  m ean in g  o f  a  w ord when 

h e  u s e s  i t  c o r r e c t l y  i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  T h a t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  d o e s  n o t  

r e q u i r e  r e f l e c t i v e  th o u g h t  o r  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  s t a t e  i t s  m ean ing  

( a n a lo g o u s ly ;  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  p ro d u c e  t h e  t r u t h - t a b l e ) .

N e v e r th e le s s ,  t h i s  s t i l l  d o e s  n o t  f u l l y  e x p la in  how m a t te r s  

a r e  n o t  q u i t e  o th e r w is e  when we t r y  t o  a n sw e r t h e  same q u e s t io n s  a b o u t 

• p r o p o s i t io n s .  S u r e ly  M ates i s  c o r r e c t  i n  t h a t  s e n s e - p e r c e p t i o n  p l a y s  a  

r o l e  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  l o g i c .  My p o s i t i o n  (an d  one t h a t  I  t a k e  to  b e  • 

H u s s e r l i a n )  i s  t h a t  o n e ’ s  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  m ea n in g s  o f  s e n te n c e s  i s  th ro u g h  

s e n s e - p e r c e p t i o n .  T h a t i s ,  one s e e s  t h e  w r i t t e n  w ords ( c h a r a c t e r s )  on  

a  p a g e ,  o r  h e a r s  t h e  so u n d s  o f  sp o k en  w ords a n d ,  upon t h a t  b a s i s ,  u n d e r 

s t a n d s  t h e i r  m ean in g . I t  i s  i n  t h i s  way t h a t  o n e  knows t h e  m ean in g s o f  

s e n te n c e s  ( p r o p o s i t i o n s ) .  I  g r a n t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  o n ly  t h e  b a r e s t  s k e tc h
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o f  w h a t h a p p en s  when one  u n d e r s ta n d s  w hat som eone s a i d  o r  w r o te .  B ut 

i t  i s ,  I  t h i n k ,  t h e  o n ly  way t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  phenom ena. M ates* 

m is ta k e ,  t h e n ,  i s  i n  t h in k i n g  t h a t  o n e  m ust h a v e  a n  u n m e d ia te d  a s s e s s  

t o  p r o p o s i t i o n s  (n o t  m e d ia te d  by  s e n s e  p e r c e p t i o n )  i f  p r o p o s i t i o n  

t h e o r i s t s  a r e  c o r r e c t .  To u s e  H u s s e r l 's  te r m in o lo g y ,  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  

t h e  m ean ing  o f  a  w ord o r  s e n te n c e  i s  a p p e r c e p t i v e .  I  s h a l l  s a y  m ore 

a b o u t  a p p e r c e p t io n  i n  c h a p te r  s i x .

5 .  Q u in e ’ s  O b je c t io n s  t o  P r o p o s i t i o n s

W. V. Q u in e ’ s  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  p r o p o s i t i o n s  a r e  m ore f o r m id a b le .  

M a te s ’ p r im a ry  c o m p la in t  a g a i n s t  p r o p o s i t i o n s  i s  t h a t  th e y  a r e  a b s t r a c t  

e n t i t i e s .  Q u ine  d o e s  n o t  o b j e c t  t o  p r o p o s i t i o n s  on th o s e  g ro u n d s  (PL, 

p .  3 ) .  T h is  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g ,  s in c e  Q uine t h i n k s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s e t s ,  

w h ich  a r e  a b s t r a c t  e n t i t i e s .  Q u in e ’ s  o b j e c t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no 

a d e q u a te  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  (OR, p .  1 4 0 ) . What 

i s  h i s  a rg u m en t?

I f  two ( d e c l a r a t i v e )  s e n te n c e s  a r e  synonom ous, th e y  e x p re s s  

t h e  sam e p r o p o s i t i o n ,  a c c o r d in g  to  t h e  p h i lo s o p h e r s  Q uine i s  a t t a c k i n g .  

So some c r i t e r i o n  i s  n e e d ed  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  an y  two 

s e n te n c e s  hav e  th e  same m ea n in g . H ow ever, ’m ean ing  th e  same t h i n g '  i s  

i t s e l f  v a g u e  (PL, p .  3 ) .  Som etim es i t  m eans t h a t  o n e  h a s  a c c u r a t e l y  

conveyed  som eone’ s  a t t i t u d e ,  a s  when o n e  r e p o r t s  som eone’ s  rem a rk  in  

i n d i r e c t  q u o t a t i o n ,  o r  f a i t h f u l l y  t r a n s l a t e s  w h a t som eone i s  s a y in g .

A t o t h e r  t im e s  i t  m eans sam en ess  o f  o b j e c t i v e  i n f o r m a t io n ,  w i th o u t  r e 

g a rd  to  p o e t i c  q u a l i t i e s ,  a t t i t u d e ,  e t c .  (PL , p .  3 ) .  W ith  r e g a r d  to  

p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  o n ly  sam eness  o f  o b j e c t i v e  i n f o r m a t io n  i s  i n  q u e s t io n .
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Now Q uine g r a n t s  t h a t  one  c a n  make s e n s e  o f  sam en ess  o f  o b je c 

t i v e  in f o r m a t io n ,  p ro v id e d  t h a t  one  h a s  a  c h e c k l i s t  ( o r  s ta n d a r d )  by  

w h ic h  t o  ju d g e  t h a t  t h e  in f o r m a t io n  i s  t h e  sam e, s u c h  a s  t h e  h a l f t o n e  

m ethod  o f  p h o to g ra p h ic  i l l u s t r a t i o n  (PL, p p . 3 - 4 ) .  B ut when i t  con

c e r n s  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  su c h  a  s ta n d a r d  i s  l a c k i n g .  T h u s , t o  s a y  t h a t  two 

s e n te n c e s  e x p r e s s  t h e  same p r o p o s i t i o n  when th e y  convey  t h e  same 

o b j e c t iv e  in f o r m a t io n  i s  n o t  t o  s o lv e  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  a  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  th e  

i d e n t i t y  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  (PL, p . 4 ) .  I t  i s  o n ly  t o  r e s t a t e  t h e  p ro b le m .

One may a t te m p t  t o  d e f in e  ’ sam en ess  o f  o b j e c t i v e  i n f o r m a t io n ’ 

i n  te rm s  o f  p o s s i b l e  w o r ld s ,  su c h  t h a t  tw o s e n te n c e s  mean t h e  same th in g  

when th e y  a r e  t r u e  i n  a l l  t h e  same p o s s i b l e  w o r ld s .  Q uine o b j e c t s  t o  

t h i s  on th e  g ro u n d s  t h a t  ’’. . . t h i s  id e a  a f f o r d s  u s  no g e n e r a l  way o f  

e q u a t in g  s e n te n c e s  i n  r e a l  l i f e "  (PL, p .  4 ) .  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  Q u in e ’ s  

o b j e c t io n  i s  s i m i l a r  to  M a te s ',  s in c e  h i s  o b j e c t io n  c o n c e rn s  t h e  p r a c t i c e  

o f  l o g i c i a n s .  T h e re  i s ,  how ever, a n o th e r  o b j e c t io n  t o  t h i s  p r o p o s a l .

I t  i s  t h a t  a l l  l o g i c a l  and  m a th e m a tic a l  t r u t h s  mean th e  same th in g  (o r  

e x p re s s  th e  same p r o p o s i t i o n ) ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  t h i s  c r i t e r i o n .  S in c e  

l o g i c a l  and m a th e m a tic a l  t r u t h s  a r e  t r u e  i n  a l l  p o s s ib l e  w o r ld s ,  th e y  

h a v e  t h e  same m ean in g . B ut ’ a  +  b = b +  a ’ d o e s  n o t  mean t h e  same th in g  a s  

•* [ ^ P O  qJ I  3  Q '. The fo rm e r m eans ’ t h e  sum o f  any  tw o num bers i s  in d e 

p e n d e n t o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  th o s e  n u m b ers’ , w h e re as  th e  l a t t e r  m eans ’ f o r  

a l l  p o s s ib l e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  i n s t a n c e s  o f  P and  Q, i f  P im p l ie s  Q, and  P , 

t h e n  Q*. Synonomy im p l ie s  e q u iv a le n c e ,  b u t  n o t  v i c e  v e r s a .

The e x p la n a t io n  f o r  why Q uine d id  n o t  p o in t  o u t  t h i s  p ro b lem  i s  

n o t  t h a t  h e  o b j e c t s  t o  o b s e rv in g  t h a t  two s e n te n c e s  (w o rd s , o r  p h r a s e s )  

a r e  n o t  synonom ous, s in c e  h e  rem a rk s  t h a t  ’ c o r d a t e ’ and ’ r e n a t e ’ a r e
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t r u e  o f  j u s t  t h e  same c r e a t u r e s  ( th u s  e q u iv a l e n t )  and  y e t  a r e  n o t  

synonym ous l a t e r  i n  h i s  a rg u m en t (PL, p .  8 ) .  I t  i s  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  

t h a t  t h e  a t te m p t  t o  d e f i n e  ^synonym y' i n  te rm s  o f  t h e  s u h s t i t u t i v i t y  o f  

te rm s  s a lv a  v e r i t a t e  w i l l  n o t  w ork . F o r  o n e  c a n  s u b s t i t u t e  'c o r d a te *  

f o r  'r e n a te *  s a lv a  v e r i t a t e , w h e re a s  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  s e n te n c e  w i l l  n o t  

b e  synonymous w i th  t h e  one  from  w h ich  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  w as d e r iv e d .

The p r e c e d in g  o b j e c t io n  ca n  b e  a v o id e d  by  m ak ing  u s e  o f  th e  

c o n c e p t 'n e c e s s i t y * .  The f o u r  te rm s  'c o r d a t e * ,  ' c r e a t u r e  w i th  a  h e a r t * ,  

'r e n a t e *  and 'c r e a t u r e  w i th  k id n e y s ' a r e ,  a s  Q u ine  n o t e s  s u b s t i t u t a b l e  

o n ly  i n  p a i r s  (PL, p .  8 ) .  T h u s , w h e re as  'c o r d a t e *  c a n  b e  s u b s t i t u t e d  

f o r  * c r e a t u r e  w i th  a  h e a r t*  and  'r e n a t e *  c a n  b e  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  'c r e a t u r e  

w i th  k i d n e y s ' ,  'r e n a t e *  c a n n o t b e  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  ' c o r d a t e ' ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  th e y  hav e  t h e  same e x te n s io n .  B ut i f  o n e  u s e s  m odal te rm s  

l i k e  'n e c e s s a r i l y * , one  c a n n o t s u b s t i t u t e  e x t e n s i o n a l l y  e q u iv a l e n t  b u t  

non-synonym ous te rm s  s a lv a  v e r i t a t e . T h u s, i f  o n e  s u b s t i t u t e d  'r e n a t e *  

o r  'c r e a t u r e  w i th  k id n e y s ' f o r  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e s  o f  'c o r d â t e s *  i n

(1 ) C J  (A ll  c o r d â t e s  a r e  c o r d â t e s ) , 

t h e  r e s u l t  i s  a  ch an g e  i n  t r u t h - v a l u e ,  s i n c e  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  

a  c o r d a te  t h a t  i s  n o t  a  c r e a t u r e  w ith  a  k id n e y .

Q uine o b j e c t s  to  t h i s  s o l u t i o n  on t h e  g ro u n d s  t h a t  t h e  c o n c e p t 

'n e c e s s i ty *  i s  a s  o b s c u re  a s  t h e  n o t io n s  o f  synonymy and  e q u iv a le n c e —  

t h e  n o t io n s  t h a t  a r e  e x p l i c a t e d  (PL, p . 9 ) .  • Q u ine  d o e s  n o t  r e v i v e  th e  

e x p l i c a t i o n  o f  'n e c e s s i t y *  i n  te rm s  o f  p o s s i b l e  w o r ld s  t h a t  h e  j u s t  

c r i t i c i z e d  s o l e l y  on  th e  g ro u n d s  t h a t  i t  a f f o r d e d  "no g e n e r a l  way o f  

e q u a t in g  s e n te n c e s  i n  r e a l  l i f e "  (PL , p .  4 ) .  P e rh a p s  t h e  p r o p o s a l  we 

a r e  now c o n s id e r in g  ( s u b s t i t u t i o n  s a lv a  v e r i t a t e ) , i n  c o n ju n c t io n  w i th
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t h e  e x p l i c a t i o n  o f  ’n e c e s s i t y '  i n  te rm s  o f  p o s s i b l e  w o r ld s ,  c o n s t i t u t e s  

a  g e n e r a l  way o f  e q u a t in g  s e n te n c e s  i n  r e a l  l i f e .  I n  o t h e r  w o rd s , we

n e e d  a n  a rg u m en t f o r  s a y in g  t h a t  ’n e c e s s i t y ’ i s  a  v a g u e  c o n c e p t .

Even i f  no su c h  a rg u m en t i f  f o r th c o m in g , Q uine  h a s  a n  a n sw e r .

The d o c t r i n e  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  seem s i n  a  way f u t i l e  on  t h e  f a c e  o f
i t ,  ev en  i f  we im a g in e  th e  i n d iv i d u a t i o n  p ro b le m  s o lv e d .  F o r , t h a t  
s o l u t i o n  w ould  c o n s i s t  i n  some s u i t a b l e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  e q u iv a le n c e  
o f  s e n te n c e s ;  why n o t  th e n  j u s t  t a l k  o f  s e n te n c e s  an d  e q u iv a le n c e  
an d  l e t  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  go (PL, p .  10 )?

6 . R ep ly  t o  Q uine

Q uine  h a s  shown t h a t  some a t t e m p ts  t o  p r o v id e  a  r i g o r o u s  c r i t e r i o n  

f o r  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  have  f a i l e d .  B u t i t  i s  f a i r  t o  a s k  

"A re  Q u in e ’ s  demands f o r  r ig o r o u s  c r i t e r i a  f a i r ? " .  I  do n o t  t h i n k  s o .

L e t u s  s e e  why.

F o r  Q u in e , e t e r n a l  s e n te n c e s ,  r a t h e r  th a n  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  s ta n d  

i n  t h e  c o n seq u e n c e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  i m p l i c a t i o n .  Now e t e r n a l  s e n te n c e s  

a r e  r e l a t i v e  t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  la n g u a g e  a t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  t im e ,  s in c e  t h e  

m ean ings o f  w ords and sym bols c a n  change  su c h  t h a t  a  s t r i n g  s u c h  a s  

’ Two i s  l e s s  th a n  f i v e ’ , w h i le  t r u e  now, c o u ld  b e  f a l s e  a t  some l a t e r  

t im e  (PL, p .  1 4 ) . B ut w ha t a r e  t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  la n g u a g e  

a t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  tim e?  Q uine  h a s  p ro v id e d  u s  w i th  no su c h  c r i t e r i a .

C ould su c h  c r i t e r i a  b e  p ro v id e d ?  I  s u s p e c t  n o t ,  a l th o u g h  I  re m a in  open  

to  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  su c h  r ig o r o u s  c r i t e r i a  a r e  fo r th c o m in g . B ut i f  

we a p p ly  Q u in e ’s  dem ands to  e t e r n a l  s e n te n c e s ,  we m ust h a v e  c r i t e r i a  

su c h  t h a t  we c a n  d e te rm in e  th e  p r e c i s e  t im e  a  s t r i n g  becom es t r u e  ( o r  

f a l s e ) .  B ut s in c e  p h i lo s o p h e r s  h av e  had  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  i n d i v i d u a t i n g  

t im e s ,  t h e  n o t io n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  b e in g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e l u s i v e ,  I  s u s p e c t
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t h a t  no c r i t e r i a  f o r  e t e r n a l  s e n te n c e s  o f  t h e  s o r t  Q u ine  dem ands a r e  

fo r th c o m in g . B e s id e s ,  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  la n g u a g e  u n d e rg o e s  c h a n g e s ,  ev en  

i n c o r p o r a t in g  w ords an d  p h r a s e s  from  d i f f e r e n t  l a n g u a g e s .  So one  s u s 

p e c t s  t h a t  no  r ig o r o u s  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  a  la n g u a g e  a r e  

fo r th c o m in g , e i t h e r .  E t e r n a l  s e n te n c e s ,  i n  s h o r t ,  h a v e  t h e  same i n d i v i d 

u a t i o n  p ro b le m s  a s  p r o p o s i t i o n s  ( a t  l e a s t  t h e  "w eak" th e o r y  t h a t  I  am 

d e f e n d in g ) .  Q uine e v e n  a d m its  t h i s  (OR, p p . 141—1 4 2 ) . The c r i t e r i a  

f o r  th e  i d e n t i t y  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  la n g u a g e  a t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  t im e  a r e  a s  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e v is e  a s  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s .  T h e re 

f o r e ,  Q uine h a s  n o t  g iv e n  u s  a  r e a s o n  i n  t h i s  a rg u m e n t f o r  r e t a i n i n g  

e t e r n a l  s e n te n c e s  w h i le  r e j e c t i n g  p r o p o s i t i o n s .

I  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  two p o s s i b l e  c o n c lu s io n s  to  d raw  from  

t h e s e  o b s e r v a t io n s :  e i t h e r  (1 )  Q u in e 's  dem ands a r e  to o  s t r o n g ,  o r  (2) 

we s h o u ld  t a k e  Q u in e 's  p o i n t s  a s  p r e lu d e s  to  a d e q u a te  c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  B ut 

I  do  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  Q u in e 's  a rg u m en t e n t i t l e s  h im  t o  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  (3) 

p r o p o s i t i o n s  s h o u ld  b e  d i s c a r d e d  and  e t e r n a l  s e n te n c e s  r e t a i n e d .

One m ig h t o b j e c t  t h a t  th e  a rg u m e n t t h a t  I  q u o te d  a t  t h e  end  o f  

t h e  im m e d ia te ly  p r e c e d in g  s e c t i o n  s u p p o r t s  ( 3 ) .  I f  t h e  i n d iv i d u a t i o n  

p ro b le m  w ere  s o lv e d ,  i t  w ould  c o n s i s t  o f  some s u i t a b l e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  

e q u iv a le n c e  o f  s e n te n c e s .  S o , why s h o u ld  we n o t  j u s t  t a l k  o f  s e n te n c e s  

an d  e q u iv a le n c e  and  f o r g e t  p r o p o s i t i o n s ?

T h a t  a rg u m e n t, h o w e v e r, p r e s u p p o s e s  t h a t  e t e r n a l  s e n te n c e s  f a r e  

b e t t e r  t h a n  p r o p o s i t i o n s  i n  m e e tin g  Q u in e 's  dem ands. We h av e  j u s t  s e e n  

t h a t  t h a t  i s  n o t  th e  c a s e ,  so  lo n g  a s  we c o n s t r u e  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  a s  th e  

m ean ing  o f  a  d e c l a r a t i v e  s e n te n c e  a n d  a v o id  a l l  t e m p ta t io n s  t o  h y p o s t a t i z e  

p r o p o s i t i o n s .  I f  we lo o s e n  Q u in e 's  dem ands, i f  we c a n  t o l e r a t e  l a c k  o f
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s t r i c t  p r e c i s i o n  i n  o u r  a c c o u n t  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  t h e n  some r e a s o n s  c a n  

b e  fo rw a rd e d  f o r  c o n t in u in g  t o  s p e a k  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s .

I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  i t  o f f e r s  a  c o n v e n ie n t  way o f  s p e a k in g  o f  

t h e  m ean in g s  o f  s e n te n c e s — a  s h o r th a n d  w o rd , i f  you  w i l l .  The te rm  'v a l i d  

a rg u m e n t '  i s  u s u a l l y  d e f in e d  a s  'a n  a rg u m en t s u c h  t h a t  i f  a l l  o f  th e  

p re m is e s  w ere  t r u e ,  th e n  th e  c o n c lu s io n  w ou ld  h a v e  t o  b e  t r u e ' .  The 

n o t io n  o f  'v a l i d  a rg u m e n t '  t h u s  i n c lu d e s  t h e  s e m a n t ic  c o n c e p ts  ' t r u e '  

and  ' f a l s e ' .  B ut i n  o r d e r  to  b e  a  c a n d id a te  f o r  t r u t h  o r  f a l s i t y ,  a  

s e n te n c e  m ust b e  m e a n in g fu l .  I t  m u st a t  l e a s t  b e  s y n t a c t i c a l l y  w e l l -  

fo rm ed  ( 'm e a n in g f u l ' i n  one s e n s e ) .  Q uine h im s e l f  g r a n t s  t h a t  t h a t  

m ean ing  i s  a  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  t r u t h  o r  f a ls e h o o d  o f  a  s e n te n c e  (PL, p p .

1—2 ) .  So t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  'v a l i d  a rg u m e n t ' an d  Q u in e 's  own w ords 

r e f e r  u s  t o  t h e  m ean in g s  o f  d e c l a r a t i v e  s e n te n c e s ;  and  h e r e  we c o n s tu r e  

a  p r o p o s i t i o n  a s  i d e n t i c a l  w i th  t h e  m ean ing  o f  a  d e c l a r a t i v e  s e n te n c e .

S e c o n d ly , i t  i s  n o t  a s  i f  we h a v e  no in d e p e n d e n t  u n d e r s ta n d in g  

o f  synonymy a p a r t  fro m  th e  c r i t e r i a  t h a t  Q uine dem ands. I f  we d id  n o t ,  

Q u in e 's  a rg u m e n t, i n  w h ich  h e  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  ' r e n a t e '  an d  'c o r d a t e '  

h a v e  t h e  sam e e x te n s io n  and y e t  a r e  n o t  synonym ous, w ould  b e  u n j u s t i f i e d .  

B u t i f  t h i s  i s  s o ,  t h e n  an  a d e q u a te  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  'p r o p o s i t i o n '  

w i l l  n o t  p e rm i t  u s  t o  " e q u a te  s e n te n c e s  i n  r e a l  l i f e "  any  b e t t e r  th a n  we 

c o u ld  b e f o r e .  Q u in e 's  a rg u m en t s u g g e s t s  t h e  o p p o s i t e  (PL, p .  4 ) .  B ut 

o u r  p r i o r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  t h e  synonymy o f  p a r t i c u l a r  s e n te n c e s  i s  w hat 

p e r m i ts  u s  t o  ju d g e  t h e  ad e q u ac y  o f  an y  th e o r y  o f  synonym y, r a t h e r  th a n  

v i c e  v e r s a .  F u r th e r ,  a s  S tra w so n  and G r ic e  h av e  p o in te d  o u t  ( i n  a  d e fe n s e  

o f  t h e  r e l a t e d  c o n c e p t  ' a n a l y t i c i t y ' ) ,  t h e r e  i s  c o n s id e r a b l e  a g re e m e n t 

among p h i lo s o p h e r s  a b o u t  w h ich  s e n te n c e s  h av e  t h e  same m ean ing  (NT, p .  7 4 ) .
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M oreo v er, so m e th in g  v e r y  c lo s e  ( i f  n o t  t h e  sam e) t o  t h e  n o t io n  o f  a  

p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  embedded i n  t a l k  o f  c o r r e c t  and  i n c o r r e c t  t r a n s l a t i o n s  

(NT, p .  7 7 ) .  None o f  t h e s e  c o n s id e r a t io n s  c o n s t i t u t e  a  d e c i s i v e  

argum en t f o r  p r o p o s i t i o n s .  B u t th e y  do c r e a t e  a  p re s u m p tio n  i n  i t s  

f a v o r ,  a  p re s u m p tio n  t h a t  i s  n o t  to  b e  o v e rth ro w n  s im p ly  by  n o t in g  t h a t  

i t  d o e s  n o t  s a t i s f y  Q u in e 's  r ig o r o u s  c r i t e r i a  f o r  an  a d e q u a te  a c c o u n t ,  

c r i t e r i a  t h a t  no  c a n d id a te  f o r  th e  c o n s t i t u e n t s  o f  a rg u m e n ts  s a t i s f i e s .

I  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  one l a s t  a rg u m en t to  b e  made on b e h a l f  o f  

t h e  p r o p o s i t io n  t h e o r i s t  ( a t  l e a s t  H u s s e r l ,  i f  n o t  t h e  u s u a l  a d v o c a te  

o f  p r o p o s i t io n s )  t h a t  m i l i t a t e s  a g a in s t  Q u in e 's  o b j e c t i o n s .  Q u in e 's  

demands f o r  r ig o r o u s  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  so  t h a t  

we " c a n  e q u a te  s e n te n c e s  i n  r e a l  l i f e "  a r i s e s ,  I  t h i n k ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  

t h e  way i n  w h ich  t h e  p r o p o s i t io n  th e o r y  i s  u s u a l l y  p r e s e n te d .  An 

a d v o c a te  o f  t h e  p r o p o s i t io n  th e o r y  u s u a l l y  in t r o d u c e s  p r o p o s i t i o n s  i n  

t h e  f o l lo w in g  m an n er. H ere  a r e  t h r e e  s e n te n c e s  : ' Snow i s  w h i t e ' ,  ' Schnee

1 s t  w e i s s ' ,  and 'L a  n e ig e  e s t  b l a n c h e '.  They a r e  t h r e e  s e n te n c e s ,  s in c e  

t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  a  s e n te n c e  v a r i e s  from  la n g u a g e  to  la n g u a g e . H ow ever, 

s in c e  t h e  s e n te n c e s  mean t h e  same t h i n g , a l l  o f  t h e  s e n te n c e s  e x p re s s  

t h e  same p r o p o s i t i o n .  So w h e re as  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  s e n te n c e s ,  t h e r e  i s  

-o n ly  one p r o p o s i t io n .  Once a  p r o p o s i t io n  t h e o r i s t  h a s  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  

an y  two g iv e n  ( d e c l a r a t i v e )  s e n te n c e s  mean th e  same t h in g  and t h a t ,  

c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  t h e r e  i s  one p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  c o r r e s p o n d s  to  t h e s e  two 

p a r t i c u l a r  s e n te n c e s ,  Q uine m akes h i s  dem ands f o r  r i g o r o u s  c r i t e r i a  f o r  

t h e i r  i d e n t i t y .

D e s p i te  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  many a d v o c a te s  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  in t r o d u c e  

them  i n  t h a t  w ay, no p r o p o s i t io n  t h e o r i s t  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  co m m itted  to
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t h e  t h e s i s  t h a t  an y  two ( d e c l a r a t i v e )  s e n te n c e s  a r e  synonym ous. A 

p r o p o s i t i o n  t h e o r i s t  a s  su c h  i s  co m m itted  o n ly  t o  t h e  t h e s i s  t h a t  i f  

a n y  two ( d e c l a r a t i v e )  s e n te n c e s  m ean th e  sam e t h i n g ,  th e n  th e y  e x p re s s  

o n e  and  t h e  same p r o p o s i t i o n .  T h a t d o e s  n o t  im p ly  t h a t  a n y  tw o s e n te n c e s  

a r e  synonom ous. T h a t im p l ie s  o n ly  t h a t  t h e r e  c a n  b e  a  m a n y -to -o n e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  s e n te n c e s  t o  p r o p o s i t i o n .  The p r o p o s i t i o n  th e o r y  h a s  

b e e n  in t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  way I  m e n tio n e d  f i r s t  so  f r e q u e n t l y  t h a t  l o g i c i a n s  

h a v e  come t o  r e g a r d  f a c t u a l  c la im s  a b o u t  t h e  synonymy o f  p a r t i c u l a r  

s e n te n c e s  a s  p a r t  and  p a r c e l  o f  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  th e o r y .  S in c e  t h a t  i s  n o t  

t h e  c a s e ,  I  t h i n k  t h a t  Q u in e 's  dem ands f o r  c r i t e r i a  a r e  n o t  a s  p r e s s i n g  

a s  th e y  may seem  to  be  a t  f i r s t  g l a n c e .  H is  a rg u m e n ts  do n o t  m i l i t a t e  

a g a i n s t  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  th e o r y .  I f  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  

t h e o r i s t  d o e s  n o t  a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  m a n y - to -o n e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  

s e n te n c e s  t o  p r o p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  r a t h e r  c la im s  t h a t  t h e r e  c a n  b e  su c h  a  

r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  th e n  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  a r e  n o t  

s t r i c t l y  r e q u i r e d .  (T h is  i s  n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  su c h  c r i t e r i a  a r e  n o t  d e s i r 

a b l e )  .

D e s p i te  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  m o st a d v o c a te s  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  commit 

th e m s e lv e s  t o  t h e  synonymy o f  p a r t i c u l a r  s e n t e n c e s ,  th e y  s h o u ld  n o t ,  

s i n c e  th e  q u e s t io n  "A re  t h e s e  two s e n te n c e s  synonym ous?" i s  a n  e m p i r ic a l  

q u e s t io n  a n d , a s  s u c h , h a s  no p l a c e  i n  l o g i c -  F o r ,  a s  Q uine p o i n t s  o u t  

when he  e x p la in s  w hat he  m eans by ' e t e r n a l  s e n t e n c e ' ,  t h e  m ea n in g s  o f  

te rm s  and sym bols c a n  c h a n g e . I f  s o ,  th e n  two synonym ous s e n te n c e s  a t  

o n e  tim e  can  b e  non-synonym ous s e n te n c e s  a t  some o t h e r  t im e .  S in c e  t h i s  

i s  s o ,  th e  q u e s t io n  "A re  t h e s e  two s e n te n c e s  synonym ous?" i s  a n  e m p ic ic a l  

q u e s t i o n .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , i t  i s  a  c o n c e p tu a l  t r u t h  t h a t  ^  two
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s e n te n c e s  a r e  synonym ous, th e n  th e y  s h a re  a l l  l o g i c a l l y  r e l e v a n t  p ro p 

e r t i e s .

T h e re  i s  a  c e r t a i n  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  Q u in e ’ s  p o s i t i o n ,  a s  I  hope  

I  h a v e  shown. H is  p o s i t i o n  i s  n o t  g r o u n d le s s .  A f t e r  a l l ,  one  d o e s  n o t  

n e e d  to  know a l l  p o s s ib l e  la n g u a g e s  i n  o r d e r  to  b e  a  l o g i c i a n .  T h a t i s  

why I  t h in k  h e  i s  c o r r e c t  i n  c r i t i c i z i n g  a d v o c a te s  o f  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  

th e o r y  f o r  s a y in g  t h a t  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  r a t h e r  th a n  s e n te n c e s ,  a r e  t r u e  

o r  f a l s e .  B ut I  t h in k  t h a t  Q uine i s  s u b je c t  to  th e  same c r i t i c i s m  f o r  

s a y in g  t h a t  s e n te n c e s ,  r a t h e r  th a n  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  a r e  t r u e  o r  f a l s e .  F o r 

a  s e n te n c e  i s  t r u e  (o r  f a l s e )  i f  and  o n ly  i f  w hat t h e  s e n te n c e  m eans 

i s  t r u e  (o r  f a l s e ) .  B o th  th e  u s u a l  a d v o c a te s  o f  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  th e o r y  

a n d  Q uine a r e  g u i l t y  o f  a  f a l s e  d ilem m a.

The u p s h o t o f  my a rg u m e n ts  i s  t h a t  e i t h e r  Q u in e ’ s  dem ands a r e  

to o  s t r o n g ,  o r  we s h o u ld  t a k e  h i s  o b j e c t io n s  a s  p r e lu d e s  to  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  

o f  t h e  c o n c e p t ’p r o p o s i t i o n ’ , r a t h e r  th a n  a s  g ro u n d s  f o r  r e j e c t i n g  th e  

n o t io n .

7 . H u s s e r l ’ s  P o s i t i o n  on  P r o p o s i t io n s

I  h a v e  d e fe n d e d  a  c e r t a i n  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  th e o r y  

- a g a in s t  some o b j e c t io n s .  We n eed  to  d e te rm in e  i f  i t  i s  H u s s e r l ’ s  p o s i t i o n .

I  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  i s .  Take my c r i t i c i s m  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h e o r i s t s

who m a in ta in  t h a t  o n ly  p r o p o s i t i o n s  (n o t s e n te n c e s )  a r e  t r u e  o r  f a l s e .

H u s s e r l  i s  com m itted  to  s e n te n c e s  h a v in g  t r u t h - v a l u e s  by  w hat h e  s a y s .

Now human th in k in g  i s  n o rm a lly  done i n  la n g u a g e , and  a l l  t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  r e a s o n  a r e  a s  good a s  e n t i r e l y  bound up  w i th  s p e e c h . 
F u r th e rm o re , so  f a r  a s  i t  i s  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e ,  a l l  t h e  c r i t i c i s m  from  
w hich t h e  r a t i o n a l l y  t r u e  sh o u ld  em erge em ploys la n g u a g e  a n d , i n  
t h e  e n d , l e a d s  a lw a y s  to  s ta t e m e n ts  (FTL, p .  1 9 ) .
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I f  v h a t  i s  r a t i o n a l l y  t r u e  i s  so  c l o s e l y  l i n k e d  w i th  la n g u a g e ,  th e n  

d e c l a r a t i v e  s e n te n c e s  h a v e  t r u t h - v a l u e s .  And i f  a l l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  

r e a s o n  a r e  a s  good a s  e n t i r e l y  bound  up w i t h  s p e e c h ,  th e n  l o g i c i a n s  

d e a l  w i th  s e n te n c e s  i n  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e .  A l l  o f  t h i s  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

n e u t r a l  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  q u e s t io n  "D oes t h e  u n c o n d i t io n e d  g e n e r a l i t y  

o f  l o g i c a l  t r u t h s  r e q u i r e  t h e  n o t io n  o f  t h e  m ean in g  o f  a  s e n te n c e  ( o r  

p r o p o s i t i o n ) ? " .

T h a t H u s s e r l  t h in k s  t h a t  t h e  a n sw e r  t o  t h a t  q u e s t io n  i s  " y e s "  

i s  p l a i n  i f  o n e  r e a d s  p a ra g r a p h s  2 9 -3 5  o f  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  L o g ic a l  

I n v e s t i g a t i o n s .

I t  i s  c l e a r ,  s e c o n d ly , when we n o te  t h a t  t h e  t h e o r e t i c  c o n te n t  o f  a  
s c ie n c e  i s  no  m ore th a n  t h e  m e a n in g -c o n te n t  o f  i t s  t h e o r e t i c a l  
s t a t e m e n t s ,  d is e m b a r r a s s e d  o f  a l l  c o n t in g e n t  t h i n k e r s  and  o c c a s io n s  
o f  .judgem en t, and  t h a t  su c h  s ta t e m e n ts  a r e  g iv e n  u n i ty  by th e  
t h e o r y 's  p a t t e r n ,  w h ich  i n  i t s  t u r n  a c q u i r e s  o b j e c t i v e  v a l i d i t y  
th ro u g h  th e  i d e a l l y  g u a ra n te e d  a d e q u a c y  o f  i t s  u n i f i e d  m ean ing  to  
t h e  o b j e c t i v e  c o r r e l a t e  m eant by  i t  (w h ich  i s  'g i v e n '  to  u s  in  
s e l f - e v i d e n t  k now ledge) (L I , p .  3 2 3 , s e c o n d  e m p h a s is  m in e ) .

I f  t h e  s c ie n c e  l o g i c  i s  d is e m b a r r e s s e d  o f  a l l  c o n t in g e n t  s p e a k e r s  o f  

c o n t i n g e n t l y  e x i s t i n g  la n g u a g e s  (su c h  a s  p r e s e n t - d a y  E n g l i s h ) , th e n  

even  th o u g h  a n y  l o g i c i a n  i s  ( a t  b e s t )  a  s p e a k e r  o f  a  f i n i t e  num ber o f  

c o n t in g e n t  la n g u a g e s  and th u s  e x p r e s s e s  t h o s e  r e s u l t s  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

la n g u a g e , t h e  o b j e c t i v e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  l o g i c i a n ' s  e f f o r t s  a r e  n o t  

l i m i t e d  t o  an y  p a r t i c u l a r  la n g u a g e . The o b j e c t i v e  r e s u l t s  o f  l o g i c  a r e  

n o t  r e l a t i v e  t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  la n g u a g e  a t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  t im e ,  a s  th e y  

w ould  b e  i f  l o g i c  w ere  a b o u t  c o n se q u e n c e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among e t e r n a l  

s e n te n c e s  a lo n e .  T ake /~ (P  -^Q) a s  a n  e x a m p le . The p o s s i b l e  sub

s t i t u t i o n  i n s t a n c e s  o f  t h a t  l o g i c a l  t r u t h  a r e  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  p r e s e n t -  

d ay  E n g l is h  o r  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  la n g u a g e  w h a te v e r .  One c an  s u b s t i t u t e
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an y  g ra m m a tic a l d e c l a r a t i v e  s e n te n c e  i n  a n y  p o s s i b l e  la n g u a g e  w h a t

e v e r ;  t h e  r e s u l t  w i l l  i n  e v e ry  c a s e  b e  a  s u b s t i t u t i o n  i n s t a n c e  o f  a  

l o g i c a l  t r u t h .

I f ,  a s  Q uine h im s e l f  a d m i ts ,  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t im e  a r e  c o n s p ic u o u s ly  

a b s e n t  from  and  i r r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n te n t  o f  m a th e m a tic a l  

t r u t h s ,  th e n  th e  same m u st b e  t r u e  o f  l o g i c a l  t r u t h s  (PL , p .  1 3 ) .  B ut 

t h a t  c a n n o t b e  t h e  c a s e  i f  c o n se q u e n c e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o b t a i n  b e tw e en  

e t e r n a l  s e n te n c e s  r a t h e r  th a n  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  s i n c e  e t e r n a l  s e n te n c e s  a r e  

r e l a t i v e  t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  la n g u a g e  a t  à  p a r t i c u l a r  t im e . I t  i s  g r a n te d  

t h a t  l o g i c i a n s  w ork w i th  s e n te n c e s .  B ut t h a t  d o e s  n o t  im p ly  t h a t  

c o n seq u e n c e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  do n o t  o b t a i n  b e tw e e n  p r o p o s i t i o n s .

Q uine c o m p la in s  a b o u t  p r o p o s i t i o n s  b e in g  c a l l e d  " a b s t r a c t

e n t i t i e s  i n  t h e i r  own r i g h t "  (PL, p .  2 ) .  By *p r o p o s i t i o n s  e x i s t ’ H u s s e r l

m eans o n ly  t h a t  ’ c e r t a i n  ju d g e m e n ts  a r e  t r u e  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s ’ . H u s s e r l

d e fe n d s  a  n o n -s u b s t a n t i v a l  t h e o r y  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s .

M ean ings c o n s t i t u t e ,  we may sa y  f u r t h e r ,  a  c l a s s  o f  c o n c e p ts  i n  
t h e  s e n s e  o f  ’u n i v e r s a l  o b j e c t s ’ . They a r e  n o t  f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  
o b j e c t s  w h ich ,^  th o u g h  e x i s t i n g  now here i n  t h e  w o r ld ,  h a v e  b e in g  i n  a  
'V o 'K O C  0y/^ O .V 2 0 Ç  o r  i n  a  d i v in e  m in d , f o r  su c h  m e ta p h y s ic a l  
h y p o s t a t i z a t i o n  w ould  b e  a b s u r d .  I f  one h a s  accu s to m e d  o n e s e l f  
t o  u n d e rs ta n d  by  ’ b e in g ’ o n ly  r e a l  b e in g ,  and  by  ’ o b j e c t s ’ o n ly  r e a l  
o b j e c t s ,  th e n  t a l k  o f  u n i v e r s a l  o b j e c t s  an d  o f  t h e i r  b e in g ,  may w e l l  
seem  b a s i c a l l y  w rong; no o f f e n c e  w i l l ,  h o w e v e r, b e  g iv e n  to  one  who 
h a s  f i r s t  u se d  su c h  t a l k  m e re ly  to  a s s e r t  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  c e r t a i n  
ju d g e m e n ts , su c h  a s  i n  f a c t  c o n c e rn  n u m b ers , p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  
g e o m e t r ic a l  fo rm s , e t c . ,  and  who a s k s  w h e th e r  h e  i s  n o t  e v id e n t ly  
o b l id g e d ,  h e r e  a s  e ls e w h e r e ,  t o  a f f i x  t h e  l a b e l  ’ g e n u in e ly  e x i s t e n t  
o b j e c t ’ t o  t h e  c o r r e l a t e  o f  h i s  ju d g e m e n t 's  v a l i d i t y ,  t o  w ha t i t  
ju d g e s  a b o u t (L I , p .  3 3 0 , e m p h a s is  m in e ) .

H u s s e r l 's  th e o r y  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  a d m i t t i n g  new e n t i t i e s

i n t o  o n e ’ s  o n to lo g y .  T h u s , A q u i la ’ s  o n t o l o g i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  w h ich  I

s h a l l  d i s c u s s  p r e s e n t l y ,  i n v o lv e s  a  fu n d a m e n ta l  m is t a k e ,  t h a t  o f  t a k in g



58

H u s s e r l ’ s  p o s i t i o n  t o  be  i n c i p i e n t  m e ta p h y s ic s .

I t  m ig h t b e  o b je c te d  t h a t  s in c e  H u s s e r l ’ s  th e o r y  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  

i s  non—s u b s t a n t i v a l .  M ates w ould  have  no o b j e c t i o n s  t o  H u s s e r l ’ s  t h e o r y .  

S o , t h e r e  w as no m o t iv a t io n  f o r  re s p o n d in g  t o  M a te s ’ o b j e c t i o n s .

I  do n o t  t h i n k  s o .  I t  i s  n o te w o r th y  t h a t  M ates b e g in s  h i s  

a rg u m en t by  s a y in g  t h a t  even i f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  e x i s t ,  t h e r e  a r e  e p is te m o -  

l o g i c a l  p ro b le m s r e g a r d in g  o u r  a c c e s s  to  them . S o , M a te s ’ o b j e c t io n s  a r e  

n o t  a d d re s s e d  t o  t h e  m e ta p h y s ic a l  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h e o r y .  He q u e s t io n s  o u r  

a c c e s s  to  them  even i f  th e y  e x i s t .  S e c o n d ly , h e  u n d e r s ta n d s  ’p r o p o s i t i o n ’ 

t h e  same way we d o , a s  ’ t h e  m ean ing  o f  a  ( d e c l a r a t i v e )  s e n te n c e ’ . I  have  

m e re ly  t r i e d  t o  show t h a t  M ates i s  w rong when h e  s a y s  t h a t  we w ould  n e e d  

m e ta p h y s ic a l  a c u i t y  i n  o r d e r  t o  have  a c c e s s  t o  p r o p o s i t i o n s .

8 . A re P r o p o s i t io n s  U n iv e r s e l s ?

A t t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r  I  n o te d  t h a t  o u r  d i s c u s s io n  o f  

p r o p o s i t i o n s  d o e s  n o t  in v o lv e  an  A r i s t o t e l i a n  m e ta p h y s ic s ,  w hereby  r e a l  

i n d i v i d u a l s  (p r im a ry  s u b s ta n c e s )  a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from  u n i v e r s e l s  

( se c o n d a ry  s u b s ta n c e s ) . Y et i n  t h e  im m e d ia te ly  p r e c e d in g  q u o ta t io n ,  

H u s s e r l  s a y s  t h a t  p r o p o s i t i o n s  a r e  u n i v e r s e l s .  So f a r ,  we know t h i s  m uch: 

"to s a y  t h a t  p r o p o s i t i o n s  a r e  u n i v e r s e l s  i s  n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  th e y  a r e  

m e ta p h y s ic a l ly  h y p o s ta t iz e d  e n t i t i e s .  M o re o v e r, p r o p o s i t i o n s  a r e  i d e a l  

o b j e c t i v i t i e s ,  to  t h e  e x te n t  t h a t  we t h i n k  a b o u t  them  r a t h e r  th a n  u s e  

them  t o  r e f e r  to  o b j e c t i v i t i e s .

B ut t o  s a y  t h a t  p r o p o s i t io n s  a r e  u n i v e r s e l s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  p r o p o s i t io n s  to  a c t s  o f  u n d e r s ta n d in g  i s  t h a t  o f  a  

u n i v e r s a l  to  a  p a r t i c u l a r .  T h a t i s  H u s s e r l ’ s  p o s i t i o n  i n  L o g ic a l
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T T iv e s tlg a t io n s . He abandoned  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  i n  F o rm al and  T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  

L o g ic , th e  m ain  t e x t  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s .  "E v e ry  s o r t  o f  i r r e a l i t y ,  o f  w h ic h  

t h e  i d e a l i t y  o f  s i g n i f i c a t i o n s  and  th e  d i f f e r e n t  i d e a l i t y  o f  u n i v e r s a l  

e s s e n c e s  o r  s p e c i e s  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e s ,  h a s  m an n e rs  o f  p o s s i b l e  p a r t i c i 

p a t i o n  i n  r e a l i t y "  (FTL, p .  115 , e m p h a s is  m in e ) .  R ic h a rd  A q u i la  and 

D a l la s  W il la r d  r e g a r d  t h i s  s h i f t  i n  H u s s e r l ’ s  p o s i t i o n  a s  a  c h a n g e  f o r  

t h e  w o rse . A g u i la  p r e f e r s  t h e  e a r l i e r  p o s i t i o n ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  w h ich  

p r o p o s i t io n s  a r e  u n i v e r s e l s ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i n v o lv e s  o n t o l o g i c a l  com m itm ent 

t o  fe w e r  e n t i t i e s  and  i s  m ore e c o n o m ic a l (I:SM A, p p . 1 1 5 -1 1 6 ) . A q u ila  

g r a n t s  t h a t  b o th  t h e o r i e s  a d e q u a te ly  an sw er t h e  r e l e v a n t  s e m a n t ic a l  

q u e s t io n s  ("HFM", p .  3 8 1 ) . W il la r d  c o m p la in s  a b o u t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

H u s s e r l ’ s  l a t e r  th e o r y  i s  m ore com plex  (H:E&A, p .  1 7 ) . What a r e  H u s s e r l 's  

g ro u n d s  f o r  r e j e c t i n g  h i s  o ld  p o s i t i o n  on  m ean ing?  A re t h o s e  g ro u n d s  

a d e q u a te  to  m eet A q u i la ’ s  and  W i l l a r d ’ s  o b j e c t io n s ?

I  t h i n k  t h a t  H u s s e r l ’ s  r e f u t a t i o n  o f  h i s  e a r l i e r  p o s i t i o n  i s

c l e a r  and  d e c i s i v e .  L e t  u s  r e c a l l  t h a t  H u s s e r l 's  e a r l i e r  p o s i t i o n  on

m eaning  i s  t h a t  p r o p o s i t i o n s  a r e  u n i v e r s e l s ,  o f  w h ic h  a c t s  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r

i n s t a n c e s .  I t  i s  t h e  e a r l i e r  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  A q u i la  and  W i l la r d  d e fe n d .

B ut i t  i s  c l e a r ,  I  t h i n k ,  t h a t  H u s s e r l ’ s  d o c t r i n e  i n  t h e  L o g ic a l  
I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i s ,  a t  l e a s t  from  th e  o n t o l o g i c a l  p o in t  o f  v ie w , th e  
m ore a t t r a c t i v e  o f  th e  t w o . . . .  H u s s e r l ’ s  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  ’noem a’ 
b e a r s  no t r a c e  o f  h i s  e a r l i e r  v iew  c o n c e rn in g  t h e  r e l a t i o n  b e tw een  
M eanings and a c t s .  Noema t a  a r e  n o t  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  s p e c i e s  i n  w h ich  
i n d iv i d u a l  a c t s ,  o r  p a r t s  o f  a c t s ,  p a r t i c i p a t e  ("HFM", p .  3 8 1 ) .

H u s s e r l  g r a n t s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  s o r t  o f  " g e n e r a l i t y "  t h a t  i s

p r e d ic a b le  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  b u t  d e n ie s  t h a t  i t  i s  g e n e r i c  u n i v e r s a l i t y .

. . . C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  g e n e r a l  i n s o f a r  a s  i t  r e f e r s  
t o  an  i n f i n i t e  num ber o f  p o s i t i o n a l  a c t s  i n  w h ich  i t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  
w hat i s  in te n d e d ;  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  g e n e r a l  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  g e n e r i c  
u n i v e r s a l i t y ,  i . e . ,  t h e  g e n e r a l i t y  o f  a n  ’ e x t e n s i o n ’ . . .  (E&J, p .  2 6 2 ) .
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C o n s id e r  th e  g e n e r i c  u n i v e r s a l  r e d n e s s .  I t  i s  g e n e r a l  i n s o f a r  a s  i t  h a s  

a n  e x te n s io n ,  o r  an  i n d e f i n i t e  num ber o f  i n d i v i d u a l  t h in g s  t h a t  c a n  b e  

c l a s s i f i e d  t r u t h f u l l y  a s  r e d — i . e . ,  a l l  and  o n ly  t h o s e  t h in g s  t h a t  a r e  

r e d .  Now i f  H u s s e r l 's  e a r l i e r  th e o r y  w ere  t r u e ,  th e n  th e  same r e l a t i o n 

s h ip  would o b ta in  b e tw e en  any  g iv e n  p r o p o s i t i o n  and  t h e  a c t s  t h a t  in te n d  

i t .  B ut i f  t h a t  w ere  s o ,  th e n  t h e  i n d iv i d u a l  a c t s  o f  in te n d in g  a  p ro p 

o s i t i o n  would b e  a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  j u s t  a s  r e d  t h in g s  a r e  

a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  t h in g s  t h a t  a r e  r e d .  C l e a r l y ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e .

When someone s a y s  e x a c t ly  w hat he  m eans an d  i s  u n d e rs to o d  by someone e l s e ,  

th o s e  two p e r s o n s  u n d e rs ta n d  n u m e r ic a l ly  th e  same t h i n g ,  r a t h e r  th a n  

t h e  same th in g  i n  k in d .

S uppose I  am p e r c e iv in g  a  r e d  t y p e w r i t e r .  I s  my p e r c e iv in g

o f  t h e  ty p e w r i t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  e x te n s io n  o f  r e d n e s s ?  H a rd ly . The r e d

t y p e w r i t e r ,  n o t  my p e r c e iv in g  o f  i t ,  can  b e  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  r e d .  J u s t  s o ,

a n  i n d i v i d u a l 's  u n d e r s ta n d in g s  o f  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  a r e  n o t  p a r t  o f  th e

e x te n s io n  o f  t h a t  p r o p o s i t i o n .  R a th e r ,  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  u n d e r s ta n d in g s  o f

a  p r o p o s i t io n  a r e  i n s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  k in d  " u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  t h a t  ( o r ,

p r o p o s i t i o n " .  Compare p e r c e p t io n  o f  a  t a b l e .  A re t h e  p e r c e iv in g s  o f

t h a t  t a b l e  p a r t s  o f  t h e  t a b l e ?  No. A c ts  o f  u n d e r s ta n d in g  a  p r o p o s i t io n

a r e  no m ore w i th in  t h e  e x te n s io n  o f  t h a t  p r o p o s i t i o n  th a n  p e r c e iv in g s

o f  a  t a b l e  a r e  p a r t s  o f  a  t a b l e ,  o r  a  p e r c e p t io n  o f  a  r e d  t y p e w r i t e r

i s  a n  i n d iv i d u a l  t h a t  c a n  be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  r e d .

B ut t h i s  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  c o n s t i t u t i v e  l i v e d  e x p e r ie n c e s  i n  w h ich  i t  
C th e  p r o p o s i t i o n  a p p e a r s  i s  n o t  t h e  e x te n s io n  o f  t h e  o b j e c t s  w hich  

i t  em braces i n  th e  m anner o f  g e n e r a l i t y . Even i f  i t  i s  g iv e n  
i n t u i t i v e l y ,  so  t h a t  we i n t u i t  th e  u n i v e r s a l  from  a  c o g iv e n  o b j e c t  
p e r t a i n i n g  to  t h i s  g e n e r a l i t y  a s  a  p a r t i c u l a r i t y ,  i t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  
e x e m p lif ie d  i n  t h i s  o b j e c t , b u t  n o t  i n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i v e  l i v e d  
e x p e r ie n c e  i n  w h ich  i t  i s  i n t u i t i v e l y  g i v e n . . . .  T h e re fo re  th e
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’a p p e a ra n ce *  o f  g e n e r a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s  i n  a  c e r t a i n  g iv e n e s s - t im e  
m ust be  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f ro m  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  e x e m p l i f i c a t i o n  
(E&J, p p . 2 6 3 -2 6 4 ) .

H u s s e r l 's  em p h a s is  o f  ' i n  t h i s  o b je c t*  i s  n o te w o r th y . Even i f  a

p r o p o s i t i o n  c o u ld  b e  c o n s id e r e d  a s  a  u n i v e r s a l ,  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  w i t h in

i t s  e x te n s io n  w ould  p re su m a b ly  b e  s e n te n c e s  ( b e a r e r s  o f  m e a n in g ) , r a t h e r

th a n  a c t s  o f  u n d e r s t a n d in g ,  j u s t  a s  t h e  r e d  t y p e w r i t e r ,  b u t  n o t  my

p e r c e iv in g  o f  i t ,  " f a l l s  u n d e r"  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  r e d n e s s .  A lth o u g h  t h e

l a t e r  t h e o r y  i s  m ore com p lex , i t  i s  p r e f e r a b l e  i n  t h a t  i t  d o e s  n o t

in c lu d e  t h e  t h e s i s  t h a t  a c t s  o f  u n d e r s ta n d in g  a r e  i n s t a n c e s  o f  a

p r o p o s i t i o n .

9 . C o n c lu d in g  Remark on  P r o p o s i t i o n s

T h ro u g h o u t t h e  d i s c u s s io n  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  I  h a v e  e m p h a s ize d

t h e  way i n  w h ich  t h e y  a p p e a r  to  u s ,  o r  c an  b e  " i n "  s p a t i o - t e m p o r a l

r e a l i t y .  T h is  i s  s o ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  p r o p o s i t i o n s  a r e  n o t

in d iv i d u a t e d  i n  t im e .

T h is  p r o p o s i t i o n  a t t a i n s  o r i g i n a l  g iv e n n e s s  o n ly  i n  a  te m p o ra l  a c t , 
•vdiich h a s  i t s  d e te rm in e d  te m p o ra l  p o s i t i o n ,  o r  i n  s e v e r a l  a c t s ,
in d e e d  i n  any  num ber o f  a c t s  and  te m p o ra l  p o s i t i o n s .  B ut t h e  p r o p -
p o s i t i o n  i t s e l f  h a s  no b in d in g  te m p o ra l  p o s i t i o n ,  no d u r a t i o n  i n  t im e ;  
and  i t s  s e lf -d e v e lo p m e n t  i n  b ecom ing , w h ich  b e lo n g s  t o  i t ,  d o e s  n o t  
h a v e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  o f  a  c o n t in g e n t  a c t .  A p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  n o t  
l i k e  a  r e a l  o b j e c t ,  i n d iv i d u a t e d  i n  a n  o b j e c t i v e  p o i n t  o f  t im e ;  
r a t h e r ,  i t  i s  a n  i r r e a l  o b j e c t  w h ic h , so  t o  s p e a k , i s  e v e ry w h e re  and
now here  (E&J, p .  2 5 9 , f i r s t  e m p h a s is  m in e ) .

L anguage m ust b e  em ployed i f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  a r e  t o  b e  g iv e n  o r i g i n a l l y ;

a c c o r d in g ly ,  i t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  c o n s id e r  t h e  r o l e  an d  s t a t u s  o f

la n g u a g e  i n  phenom eno logy , t h e  s p e c i f i c  s c i e n t i f i c  e n t e r p r i s e  w i th  w h ich

we a r e  c o n c e rn e d .

The r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  p r o p o s i t i o n s  and  la n g u a g e  c o r r e s -
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p o n d s t o  th e  two s i d e s  o f  t h e  n e u t r a l  c o n c e p t  o f  s c ie n c e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  

t h e  p r e v io u s  c h a p te r  ( c h a p te r  2 ,  p a g e  1 9 ) .  P r o p o s i t i o n s  a r e  c o n s t i t 

u e n t s  o f  a n y  g iv e n  th e o r y  (E&J, p .  2 5 9 ) .  T h is  i s  s o ,  so  lo n g  a s  we 

c o n s id e r  s c ie n c e  a s  a  f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t ,  a b s t r a c t i n g  from  t h e  a c t i v i t y  

t h a t  p ro d u c e s  i t .  L an g u ag e, on  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , i s  a  c o n s t i t u e n t  

o f  s c ie n c e ;  and  t h i s  com es to  l i g h t  when we c o n s id e r  s c i e n t i f i c  a c t i v i t y .  

V ha t i s  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  la n g u a g e  i n  phenom enology?

10. The S t a tu s  o f  L anguage in  H u s s e r l 's  P henom enology

Some p h i lo s o p h e r s  h a v e  su p p o sed  t h a t  H u s s e r l  i s  co m m itted  to  

t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e ;  a c c o r d in g l y ,  th e y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

H u s s e r l 's  la n g u a g e  i s  s u b je c t  t o  W i t t g e n s t e i n 's  o b j e c t i o n s  i n  P h i lo s o p h ic a l  

I n v e s t i g a t i o n s . I t  seem s t h a t  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n — t h e  m ethodo

l o g i c a l  d e v ic e  w ith  w h ich  H u s s e r l  b e g in s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a n a l y s i s —  

r e q u i r e s  some s o r t  o f  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e ;  an d  i f  t h e  n o t io n  o f  a  p r i v a t e  

la n g u a g e  i s  i n c o h e r e n t ,  th e n  H u s s e r l 's  p o s i t i o n  i s  l ik e w i s e -  U n f o r tu n a t e ly ,  

t h e s e  b e l i e f s  have  r a r e l y  b e e n  exam ined . I  i n t e n d  to  exam ine  them  i n  

t h i s  p a p e r .  I  t h i n k  t h a t  H u s s e r l 's  la n g u a g e  i s  c o h e re n t  an d  t h a t  t h e  

common b e l i e f s  a b o u t i t  a r e  f a l s e .  I  s h a l l  d e fe n d  H u s s e r l 's  la n g u a g e  

i n  t h i s  p a p e r .

I n  a  r e c e n t  b o o k , how ev er, S uzanne Cunningham  u s e s  a rg u m e n ts  

i n s p i r e d  by  W i t tg e n s t e in  i n  o r d e r  t o  a rg u e  t h a t  H u s s e r l 's  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  

p o s i t i o n  i s  u n i n t e l l i g i b l e .  I  s a y  " a rg u m e n ts  i n s p i r e d  b y  W i t tg e n s t e i n " ,  

s i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  a  num ber o f  c o n f l i c t i n g  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  W i t t g e n s t e i n 's  

p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e  a rg u m e n t. S in c e  I  h a v e  no i n t e r e s t  i n  W i t tg e n s t e in  

s c h o la r s h i p ,  I  i n te n d  t o  s e t  a s i d e  th e  q u e s t i o n  " I s  C u n n in g h am 's  i n t e r -
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p r e t a t l o n  o f  W i t t g e n s t e i n 's  a rg u m e n t c o r r e c t ? " ,  a n d  c o n c e n t r a t e  i n s t e a d  

o n  h e r  a rg u m e n ts . I  s h a l l  a rg u e  t h a t  C u n n in g h am 's  a rg u m e n ts  do n o t  w o rk .

T h is  s e l f - im p o s e d  r e s t r i c t i o n  on  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h i s  p a p e r  may 

n o t  seem  to  s q u a r e  w i th  my e x p re s s e d  i n t e n t i o n  to  exam ine  c r i t i c a l l y  

t h e  b e l i e f s  t h a t  H u s s e r l  i s  com m itted  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  p r i v a t e  

la n g u a g e  and f a l l s  v i c t im  to  W i t t g e n s t e i n 's  o b j e c t i o n s .  A f t e r  a l l ,

I  c a n n o t  show t h a t  H u s s e r l 's  p o s t - r e d u c t i o n  la n g u a g e  i s  n o t  v u n e ra b le  on 

o t h e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  W i t t g e n s t e i n 's  a rg u m e n t, i f  I  r e s t r i c t  my 

a t t e n t i o n  to  C unn ingham 's  a rg u m e n ts . T h is  i s  n o t  s o ,  s i n c e  I  s h a l l  a rg u e  

t h a t  H u s s e r l 's  p o s t - r e d u c t i o n  la n g u a g e  i s  n o t  a  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e  a t  a l l .

I f  I  am r i g h t ,  th e n  H u s s e r l 's  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  la n g u a g e  i s  u n to u c h e d  by any  

p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e  a rg u m e n t.

B e fo re  a rg u in g  f o r  t h a t  c o n c lu s io n ,  h o w e v e r, I  s h a l l  h y p o th e s iz e  

t h a t  Cunningham i s  c o r r e c t  i n  th in k in g  t h a t  H u s s e r l 's  p o s t - r e d u c t io n  

la n g u a g e  i s  a  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e . I  s h a l l  a rg u e  t h a t  ev e n  i f  we make t h a t  

h y p o th e s i s ,  h e r  a rg u m e n ts  do n o t  w o rk . I  s h a l l  th e n  t r y  t o  e x p la in  why 

1 t h i n k  h e r  a rg u m e n ts  r e s t  on  a  m is u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l 

- r e d u c t io n . T h is  w i l l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  r e q u i r e  a  p a r t i a l  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  

w h a t H u s s e r l  m eans by  ' p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t i o n ' .  A c l e a r  u n d e rs ta n d 

in g  o f  t h e  r e d u c t io n  m akes i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  a rg u e  t h a t  H u s s e r l 's  c h a r a c te r 

i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e d u c t io n  d o e s  n o t  p e rm i t  o n e  t o  i n f e r  t h a t  h i s  la n g u a g e  

i s  p r i v a t e  (o r  i n  f a c t  p u b l i c ,  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ) .  The a n a l y s i s  o f  H u s s e r l 's  

p o s t - r e d u c t io n  la n g u a g e , how ever, l e a d s  to  b r o a d e r  i s s u e s .  I  p o i n t  o u t  

t h a t  H u s s e r l 's  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  p o s i t i o n  r e q u i r e s  t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  any  

k in d  o f  l o g i c a l l y  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e , s i n c e  H u s s e r l  t h in k s  t h a t  la n g u a g e  i s  

n e c e s s a r i l y  p u b l i c l y  a c c e s s i b l e .  T h u s , H u s s e r l  an d  W i t tg e n s t e in  r e a c h
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s i m i l a r  ( i f  n o t  i d e n t i c a l )  c o n c lu s io n s  b y  d i f f e r e n t  r o u t e s  ( a t  l e a s t  o n  a  

num ber o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  W i t t g e n s t e i n 's  a rg u m e n t) .

B u t t h e  p u b l i c  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  any  p o s s i b l e  la n g u a g e  d o e s  n o t  

seem  t o  f i t  w i th  H u s s e r l 's  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  s t a n c e ,  w h ereb y  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  

o f  o th e r s  i s  b r a c k e te d .  I  s h a l l  h a v e  a rg u e d  t h a t  Cunningham  i s  m is ta k e n  

i n  th in k in g  t h a t  H u s s e r l  m u st p re s u p p o s e  t h e  a c t u a l  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r  

s u b j e c t s .  I  c o u n te r  t h a t  H u s s e r l  m u st m ake u s e  o f  th e  c o n c e p t  'o t h e r  

s u b j e c t s ' ,  o r  su p p o se  t h a t  o t h e r  ( t r a n s c e n d e n ta l )  s u b j e c t s  m u st p o s s ib l y  

e x i s t  from  t h e  o u t s e t  o f  h i s  i n q u i r y .  I  t a k e  t h i s  to  b e  a  t r u t h  t h a t  

i s  a  c o n seq u e n c e  o f  h i s  t h e o r i e s  o f  la n g u a g e , m e a n in g , e v id e n c e  and  t r u t h .  

B u t w h a t d o e s  i t  m ean t o  s a y  t h a t  H u s s e r l  s u p p o s e s  t h a t  o th e r  s u b j e c t s  

m ust p o s s ib ly  e x i s t  from  t h e  o u t s e t ?  I  d e v o te  som e t im e  t o  a  c l a r i f i c a 

t i o n  o f  t h a t  t h e s i s .

I  s h a l l  h a v e  a rg u e d  t h a t  one c a n n o t a s c e r t a i n  t h a t  H u s s e r l 's  

la n g u a g e  i s  e i t h e r  p u b l i c  o r  c o n t in g e n t ly  p r i v a t e ,  b a s e d  on  w h a t H u s s e r l  

s a y s  a lo n e .  I  c l o s e  t h i s  p a p e r  by  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h e  r e s p e c t  i n  w h ic h  

H u s s e r l 's  la n g u a g e  i s  p u b l i c .

1 1 . B ackground f o r  C unn ingham 's A rgum ents

C unn ingham 's i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  r e d u c t io n  

s e t s  th e  s t a g e  f o r  t h e  a rg u m e n ts  a g a i n s t  H u s s e r l 's  " p r i v a t e "  la n g u a g e .

She b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n  h a s  two c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :

(1 ) th e  r e d u c t io n  o f  r e a l  t r a n s c e n d e n t  o b j e c t s  to  im m anent o b j e c t s ,  and

(2 ) t h e  r e f u s a l  to  a c c e p t  a n y th in g  a s  t r u e  u n l e s s  i t  i s  " im m e d ia te ly  

s e l f - e v i d e n t "  (LPR, p . 7 ) .^  We s h a l l  d i s r e g a r d  ( 2 ) ,  a s  o n ly  (1 )  i s  

r e l e v a n t  to  t h e  a rg u m e n t. A few  p a g e s  l a t e r  t h e  a u th o r  i d e n t i f i e s
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■.immanent o b j e c t s  w i th  p r i v a t e  o b j e c t s  (LPR, p .  1 6 ) .  I n  w h a t s e n s e  o f  

*p r i v a t e '  a r e  t h e  o b j e c t s  o f  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l d i s c o u r s e  p u r p o r t e d ly  

p r i v a t e ?

They a r e  p r i v a t e  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  th e y  a r e  i n a c c e s s i b l e ;  

an d  b y  ' i n a c c e s s i b l e '  we a r e  t o  u n d e rs ta n d  'n o t  c a p a b le  o f  b e in g  known, 

u n d e r s to o d ,  o r  u s e d  b y  o t h e r  p e r s o n s ' (LPR, p .  1 8 ) .  S o m eth in g  c an  

b e  e i t h e r  c o n t in g e n t ly  o r  l o g i c a l l y  i n a c c e s s i b l e .  ' C o n t in g e n t ly  i n a c c e s s 

i b l e  p '  m eans 'p  h ap p e n s  t o  b e  i n a c c e s s i b l e  t o  a l l  b u t  o n e  p e r s o n ,  b u t  

c a n  b e  made a c c e s s i b l e  to  o t h e r s ' ,  w h e re a s  ' l o g i c a l l y  i n a c c e s s i b l e  p ' 

m eans '  t h e  v e r y  c o n c e p t  o f  p  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  i t  r e m a in  i n a c c e s s i b l e  to  a l l  

b u t  one  p e r s o n ' .

S in c e  la n g u a g e  i s  a  m eans f o r  r e f e r r i n g  t o  o b j e c t s  r a t h e r  th a n  

a n  o b j e c t  i t s e l f ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c l a s s i f y  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e s  b o th  

i n  te rm s  o f  t h e  i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  r e f e r e n t s , a n d  i n  te rm s  o f  th e  

i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  mode o f  r e f e r e n c e  ( i . e . ,  t h e  w o rd s  t h a t  a r e  

u se d  t o  r e f e r ) . The q u e s t i o n  to  b e  a n sw e re d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  c a s e  i s  "Who 

h a s  ( o r  c a n  h a v e )  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  t h e  r e f e r e n t s  o f  t h e  la n g u a g e ? " .  I n  

t h e  se c o n d  c a s e ,  t h e  q u e s t io n  i s  "Who u n d e r s ta n d s  ( o r  c a n  u n d e rs ta n d )  

t h e  la n g u a g e ? " .  T h e se  q u e s t io n s  y i e l d  a  f o u r f o l d  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  

p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e s :

(1 )  a  la n g u a g e  t h a t  r e f e r s  t o  c o n t i n g e n t l y  p r i v a t e  o b j e c t s ,

(2 )  a  la n g u a g e  t h a t  r e f e r s  t o  l o g i c a l l y  p r i v a t e  o b j e c t s ,

(3 )  a  c o n t in g e n t ly  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e , o r  a  la n g u a g e  t h a t  o n ly

o n e  p e r s o n  u n d e r s t a n d s ,  b u t  w h ich  c o u ld  b e  u n d e rs to o d  b y  o t h e r s ,

and

(4 )  a  l o g i c a l l y  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e , o r  a  la n g u a g e  t h a t  o n ly  one
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p e r s o n  c a n  u n d e r s ta n d  (LPR, p .  1 9 ) .

I f  C unn ingham 's i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  r e d u c 

t i o n  (a c c o rd in g  t o  w h ic h  t r a n s c e n d e n t  o b j e c t s  a r e  r e d u c e d  t o  im m anent 

o r  p r i v a t e  o b j e c t s )  i s  c o r r e c t ,  th e n  H u s s e r l 's  p o s t—r e d u c t i o n  la n g u a g e  

i s  a  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e  i n  e i t h e r  t h e  f i r s t  o r  s e c o n d  c a te g o r y .  We 

s h o u ld  n o te  t h a t  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e s  (1 )  a n d  (2 ) h a v e  b e e n  d e s c r ib e d  

im p r e c i s e ly .  A la n g u a g e  d o e s  n o t  r e f e r ;  r a t h e r ,  te rm s  i n  t h a t  la n g u a g e  

r e f e r .  S o , p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e s  (1 )  an d  (2 )  s h o u ld  b e  d e s c r ib e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

(1 )  a  la n g u a g e , a l l  o f  w hose r e f e r r i n g  te rm s  r e f e r  t o  c o n t i n g e n t l y  

p r i v a t e  o b j e c t s ,  and  (2 ) a  la n g u a g e , a l l  o f  w hose  r e f e r r i n g  te rm s  

r e f e r  to  l o g i c a l l y  p r i v a t e  o b j e c t s .  T h is  i s  n o  t r i f l i n g  d i s t i n c t i o n .  We 

s h a l l  s e e  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  key  t o  t h e  r e f u t a t i o n  o f  o n e  o f  C u n n in g h am 's  

a rg u m e n ts . Cunningham  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  H u s s e r l 's  p o s t - r e d u c t i o n  la n g u a g e  

i s  a n  exam ple o f  b o th  k in d s  o f  c o n t in g e n t  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e .

1 2 . C unn ingham 's  A rgum ent a g a i n s t  P r i v a t e  L an g u ag e  1

W hat a r e  C unn in g h am 's  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  w h a t s h e  t a k e s  t o  b e

H u s s e r l 's  la n g u a g e  w i t h i n  t h e  b r a c k e t s ?  Cunningham  r a i s e s  t h e  f o l lo w in g

o b j e c t i o n  t o  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  c a te g o r y .

When s e e n  a s  a  la n g u a g e  f o r  d e a l in g  w i th  c o n t i n g e n t l y  p r i v a t e  
o b j e c t s  o r  e x p e r ie n c e s  [ la n g u a g e  Î} , t h e  la n g u a g e  o f  t h e  r e d u c t io n  
f a c e s  a l l  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a l r e a d y  p o in te d  o u t  w i t h  r e g a r d  to  
p r iv a c y .  T he la n g u a g e  r e q u i r e s  c o n n e c t iv e s ,  te rm s  o f  n e g a t io n ,  e t c . , 
w h ich  c o rre s p o n d  i n  no  way w i th  p r i v a t e  e x p e r ie n c e  o r  o b j e c t s .
H ence , t h e  la n g u a g e  i s ,  a t  b e s t ,  a  h y b r id  o f  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  
te rm in o lo g y . T h is  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  p u b l i c  o r d in a r y  la n g u a g e  
r e i n s e r t s  i t  i n t o  a  s o c i a l  c o n te x t  and  v i t i a t e s  t h e  r a d i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  
o f  t h e  f i r s t  j ^ . e . ,  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a ^  r e d u c t io n — a t  l e a s t  i n s o f a r  
a s  H u s s e r l  h ad  e n v is io n e d  i t  (LPR, p .  2 7 ) .

L e t  u s  assum e t h a t  Cunningham  i s  c o r r e c t  i n  t h in k i n g  t h a t  e v e ry  la n g u a g e

m u st h a v e  l o g i c a l  c o n n e c t iv e s .
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1 3 . R ep ly  t o  Cunningham s* O b je c t io n s  t o  P r i v a t e  L anguage  1

A lth o u g h  Cunningham  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  p r e c e d in g  o b j e c t i o n  

m i l i t a t e s  a g a i n s t  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e  1 , h e r  a rg u m e n t a c t u a l l y  h a s  n o th in g  

t o  do w i th  a  la n g u a g e  t h a t  i s  c a l l e d  " p r i v a t e "  s o l e l y  i n  te rm s  o f  i t s  

r e f e r e n t s .  A c t u a l l y ,  I  c a n  show t h a t  t h i s  i s  s o  b y  u s in g  Cunningham ^s 

own p re m is e s .  F o r  s h e  s a y s  t h a t  l o g i c a l  c o n n e c t iv e s  ( i . e . ,  l o g i c a l  

c o n n e c t iv e  te rm s)  do n o t  r e f e r  (UPR, p .  2 2 ) .  I f  t h i s  i s  s o ,  th e n  t h e  

n e c e s s i t y  o f  c o n n e c t iv e s  i n  any  la n g u a g e  c a n n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a n  o b j e c t i o n  

t o  a  la n g u a g e  t h a t  i s  p r i v a t e  o n ly  b e c a u s e  i t s  r e f e r r i n g  te rm s  r e f e r  

t o  p r i v a t e  o b j e c t s .  I f  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  l o g i c a l  c o n n e c t iv e s  w e re  a n  

o b j e c t i o n  to  la n g u a g e s  t h a t  a r e  p r i v a t e  s o l e l y  i n  te rm s  o f  t h e i r  r e f e r e n t s ,  

t h e n  l o g i c a l  c o n n e c t iv e  te rm s  w ould  h a v e  t o  r e f e r  t o  n o n - p r i v a t e  o b j e c t s .  

B u t Cunningham d e n ie s  t h a t  l o g i c a l  c o n n e c t iv e  te rm s  r e f e r  a t  a l l .  T h u s , 

Cunningham  h a s  c o n f l a t e d  m ean ing  and  r e f e r e n c e  h e r e ,  s i n c e  t h e  a rg u m en t 

i s  n o th in g  b u t  a n  o b j e c t i o n  t o  a  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e  t h a t  c a n  b e  u n d e rs to o d  

b y  o n ly  one  s p e a k e r .  S in c e  Cunningham  g r a n t s  t h a t  H u s s e r l ’ s  la n g u a g e  

i s  n o t  p r i v a t e  i n  t h a t  s e n s e ,  h e r  a rg u m e n t i s  n o t  a n  o b j e c t i o n  t o  H u s s e r l 's  

p o s t - r e d u c t i o n  la n g u a g e  a t  a l l .

T h e re  i s ,  h o w ev er, a  way o f  c o n s t r u in g  C unn in g h am 's  c r i t i c i s m  

a s  a n  o b j e c t io n  t o  la n g u a g e s  t h a t  a r e  c a l l e d  " p r i v a t e "  s o l e l y  i n  v i r t u e  

o f  (n o n ^ p u b lic )  r e f e r e n t s .  One may re s p o n d  t o  my c r i t i c i s m  o f  

C unn ingham 's a rg u m en t a s  f o l lo w s :  By c a l l i n g  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  l o g i c a l

c o n n e c t iv e  te rm s , Cunningham  i s  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  n o t  a l l  te rm s  r e f e r  t o  

o b j e c t s .  So , h e r  c r i t i c i s m  îæ  a  l e g i t i m a t e  a t t a c k  on  a  la n g u a g e  t h a t  

h a s  o n ly  te rm s  t h a t  r e f e r .

B u t t h i s  i s  no o b j e c t i o n  t o  H u s s e r l 's  la n g u a g e . I n  t h e  f i r s t
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p l a c e ,  we s h o u ld  n o t e  t h a t  Cunningham ' s  c r i t i c i s m  i s  n o t  a n  o b j e c t i o n  t o  

p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e s  p e r  s e . I t  i s  a n  o b j e c t i o n  t o  an y  la n g u a g e , p u b l i c  o r  

p r i v a t e ,  t h a t  c o n s i s t s  s o l e l y  o f  te rm s  t h a t  r e f e r  to  o b j e c t s  ( s i n c e  th e y  

do  n o t  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  c o n n e c t iv e s ) .

B u t i s  a  la n g u a g e  t h a t  c o n s i s t s  s o l e l y  o f  te rm s  t h a t  r e f e r  to

n o n r p u b l ic  o b j e c t s  a  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e  i n  t h e  s e n s e  we a r e  c o n s id e r in g ?

N o. T h e re  i s  a b s o lu t e ly  n o th in g  i n  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h a t  k in d  o f

p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a l l  o f  i t s  te rm s  r e f e r  t o  o b j e c t s .

T he o n ly  r e q u i r e m e n t  i s  t h a t  n one  o f  i t s  te rm s  r e f e r  t o  o b j e c t s  t o  w h ich

m ore th a n  one s u b j e c t  h a s  a c t u a l  a c c e s s .  The s o l e  d e s c r i p t i o n  t h a t  one

c a n  a p p ly  t o  t h e  k in d  o f  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e  we a r e  c o n s id e r in g  i s  t h a t

n o n e  o f  i t s  te rm s  r e f e r  to  c o n t i n g e n t l y  p u b l i c  o b j e c t s ,  w h ich  d o e s  n o t

im p ly  t h a t  a l l  o f  i t s  te rm s  r e f e r  to  ( c o n t i n g e n t ly )  p r i v a t e  o b j e c t s .

F o r  th e  f o l lo w in g  two p r o p o s i t i o n s  a r e  c o n s i s t e n t :  (1 )  None o f  t h e

te rm s  o f  L r e f e r  to  c o n t i n g e n t l y  p u b l i c  o b j e c t s ,  an d  (2 )  Some o f  th e

te rm s  o f  L do n o t  r e f e r  a t  a l l .  So e v e n  i f  we i n t e r p r e t  Cunningham ’ s

a rg u m e n t i n  t h i s  c h a r i t a b l e  w ay, i t  i s  s t i l l  i r r e l e v a n t  to  t h e  p o i n t  a t

i s s u e ,  w h e th e r  a  la n g u a g e  t h a t  c o n ta in s  no te rm s  t h a t  r e f e r  to  c o n t in g e n t ly
2

p u b l i c  o b j e c t s  i s  c o n c e iv a b le .  A la n g u a g e  d o e s  n o t  r e f e r ;  te rm s  ^  a  

la n g u a g e  r e f e r .

1 4 . Cunningham ’ s  O b je c t io n s  t o  P r i v a t e  L anguage  (3 )

We h a v e  s e e n  t h a t  Cunningham ’s  o b j e c t io n s  t o  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e s  

i n  t h e  f i r s t  c a te g o ry  do n o t  w o rk . We r e c a l l ,  h o w e v e r, t h a t  Cunningham  

c o n te n d s  t h a t  H u s s e r l 's  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l la n g u a g e  i s  a l s o  a  la n g u a g e  

t h a t  o n ly  one  p e r s o n  u n d e r s t a n d s ,  b u t  w h ic h  c o u ld  b e  u n d e rs to o d  b y  o t h e r s .
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What o b j e c t io n s  does  Cunningham r a i s e  a g a i n s t  t h a t  k in d  o f  p r i v a t e  l a n 

guage?

I f . . . t h e  i d e a  i s  e x te n d e d  to  t h e  t h i r d  c a s e  o f  a  c o n t in g e n t ly  
p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e , w h ere  t h e  e n t i r e  la n g u a g e  h a p p e n s  t o  b e  p r i v a t e  
( i . e . ,  a l l  i t s  c o n n e c t iv e s ,  n e g a t io n s ,  e t c . ,  a r e  n o t  t a k e n  from  
a  p u b l ic  la n g u a g e  b u t  a r e  c r e a te d  by  t h e  i s o l a t e d  s p e a k e r  h i m s e l f ) ,  
t h e  p r iv a c y  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  and  th e  r e d u c t io n  n o t  v i o l a t e d .  B u t t h e  
q u e s t io n  becom es o n e  o f  u t i l i z a b i l i t y ,  an d  r a i s e s  a l l  t h e  d i f f i c u l 
t i e s  o f  n o t  b e in g  a b l e  to  e s t a b l i s h  i t s  c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  u s e .  I n  th e  
f i r s t  c a s e ,  i t  rem a in e d  a  la n g u a g e  a t  t h e  e x p e n se  o f  i t s  p r iv a c y ;  
an d  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  i t  rem a in s  p r i v a t e  a t  t h e  e x p e n se  o f  i t s  c h a r a c t e r  
a s  a  u s a b le  la n g u a g e  (LPR, p . 2 7 ) .

I n  o t h e r  w o rd s , e i t h e r  one  does  n o t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  p e r fo rm  t h e  phenom eno

l o g i c a l  r e d u c t io n ,  o r  o n e  does  and  c a n n o t  d e s c r i b e  a n y th in g  ( s i n c e  o n e  

i s  u n a s s u re d  o f  th e  c o n s i s t e n t  u s e  o f  t h a t  la n g u a g e ) .

Cunningham h a s  r e d e s c r ib e d  t h i s  k in d  o f  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e . 

F o rm e r ly , s h e  s a i d  t h a t  i t  was u n d e rs to o d  by  o n ly  t h e  s p e a k e r ,  b u t  w as 

p a r a s i t i c  on  o r d in a r y  p u b l i c  la n g u a g e . Now s h e  s a y s  i t  i s  a  la n g u a g e  

i n  w h ich  th e  w ords a r e  n o t  p a r a s i t i c  on  o r d in a r y  la n g u a g e ,  b u t  a r e  

c r e a te d  by t h e  i s o l a t e d  s p e a k e r .

What i s  th e  p ro b lem  o f  c o n s is te n c y  t o  w h ich  Cunningham  r e f e r s ?  

I t  i s  t h a t  any  p o s s i b l e  la n g u a g e  i s  bound b y  r u l e s  f o r  i t s  u s e .  One 

c a n n o t u t t e r  j u s t  any  s t r i n g  and  s a y  so m e th in g  m e a n in g fu l .  T h a t i s  n o t  

t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no  p ro b le m a t ic  c a s e s ,  b u t  o n ly  t h a t  t h e r e  m u st b e  

some r u l e s  t h a t  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw e en  th e  p r o p e r  u s e  a n d  m is u s e  o f  w o rd s . 

T h u s , t h e r e  m u st b e  some c r i t e r i o n  ( o r  c r i t e r i a )  f o r  t h e  p r o p e r  and  

c o n s i s t e n t  u s e  o f  te rm s . O n e 's  memory c a n n o t  b e  t h e  s o l e  c r i t e r i o n  o f  

c o n s i s t e n t  u s e ,  s in c e  o n e 's  memory c a n  b e  m is ta k e n  (LPR, p p . 2 7 - 2 8 ) .  

Cunningham b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  o n ly  a l t e r n a t i v e  i s  com m itm ent t o  t h e  

a c t u a l  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r  s p e a k e r s  o f  t h a t  la n g u a g e .
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The a b i l i t y  to  e s t a b l i s h  c o n s i s t e n c y  o f  u s e  o f  t h a t  la n g u a g e  
r e q u i r e s  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  s o m e th in g  t r a n s c e n d e n t  t o  c o n s c i o u s n e s s . . . .  
R a th e r ,  th e  c o n s i s t e n t  u s e  o f  t h e  w h o le  la n g u a g e -g a m e  e s t a b l i s h e s  a  
s o c i a l  c o n te x t ,  i . e . ,  a c t u a l l y  e x i s t i n g  o t h e r  s p e a k e r s , w h ic h  c a n  
s e r v e  f o r  t h e  c r i t e r i o n  o f  t h a t  c o n s i s t e n c y  (LPR, p .  2 9 , em p h asis  
m in e ) .

As i s  w e ll-k n o w n , th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n  r e q u i r e s  a b s t e n t io n  

■from p o s i t i n g  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  ( o r  n o n - e x i s te n c e )  o f  o t h e r  s u b je c t s  (CM, 

p p . 1 8 -1 9 ) . T h u s , H u s s e r l  c a n n o t  a s s e r t  t h a t  o t h e r  s u b je c t s  v e r i f y  t h a t  

h i s  la n g u a g e  i s  c o n s i s t e n t ,  s i n c e  s u c h  a  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a s s e r t i o n  im p l ie s  

t h e  e x is t e n c e  o f  o th e r  s u b j e c t s .

C unningham ’ s  c o n c lu s io n ,  th e n ,  i s  t h a t  no la n g u a g e  i s  c o n c e iv a b le  

i n  w h ich  (1 ) a  num ber o f  t r u e  s c i e n t i f i c  s ta t e m e n ts  a r e  m ade, and  (2 ) 

t h e r e  do n o t  e x i s t  a  p l u r a l i t y  o f  s p e a k e r s  o f  t h a t  la n g u a g e  t h a t  can  

c h e ck  th o s e  s ta t e m e n ts  f o r  c o n s i s t e n t  u s e .  S in c e  h e r  a rg u m en t i s  on 

c o n c e p tu a l  g ro u n d s , t h e  p o i n t  a t  i s s u e  i s  w h e th e r  s u c h  a  la n g u a g e  i s  

c o n c e iv a b le . I t  i s  n o t  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e th e r  t h e r e  i s  i n  f a c t  su c h  a  

la n g u a g e . B u t a  c o u p le  o f  q u e s t i o n s  n e e d  t o  b e  a s k e d  b e f o r e  a d d r e s s in g  

t h a t  i s s u e ,  nam ely  (1 )  ’’I s  Cunningham ’ s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  phenomeno

l o g i c a l  r e d u c t io n  c o r r e c t ? " ,  and  (2 )  " I s  H u s s e r l  co m m itted  t o  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  i t  i s  ( a s  opposed  

t o  ’ c a n  b e ’ ) u n d e rs to o d  by  o n ly  o n e  s p e a k e r ? " .

15 . Cunningham ’ s  M i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  P h e n o m en o lo g ic a l R e d u c tio n

I  do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Cunningham ’ s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  c o r r e c t ,  

w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t io n  o f  one  p a s s a g e  t h a t  i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  i t .  I  p o i n t 

ed  o u t  t h a t  Cunningham  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n  in c lu d e s  

- re d u c in g  t r a n s c e n d e n t  o b j e c t s  t o  im m anent o b j e c t s .  I  a l s o  n o te d  th e  

s h i f t s  from  ’ im m anent o b j e c t ’ to  ’phenom enal s t a t u s ’ , and from  t h e r e  t o
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’p r i v a t e  o b j e c t * .  * L e t  u s  s e e  why t h i s  r e f l e c t s  a  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g .

C unn in g h am 's  c la im  t h a t  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  r e d u c t io n  i n c l u d e s  

t h e  r e d u c t io n  o f  a l l  t r a n s c e n d e n t  ( r e a l )  o b j e c t s  t o  im m anent o b j e c t s  

w ould  b e  t r u e  o n ly  i f  i n t e n t i o n a l  o b j e c t s  an d  t r a n s c e n d e n t  o b j e c t s  w e re  

tw o m u tu a l ly  e x c lu s i v e  c l a s s e s .  H ow ever, H u s s e r l  a r g u e s  a g a i n s t  t h a t  

t h e s i s .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  p e r c e p t i o n ,  t h e  i n t e n t i o n a l  and  r e a l  ( t r a n s c e n 

d e n t)  o b j e c t  a r e  i d e n t i c a l  ( I d e a s ,  p p .  2 4 2 -2 4 3 ) .  To a s s e r t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  

i s  t o  b e  in v o lv e d  i n  a n  i n f i n i t e  r e g r e s s  ( I d e a s ,  p .  2 4 3 ) .  I t  i s  t o  

s u b s t i t u t e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a n  im age  o f  x  f o r  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  x .  H u s s e r l ,  

t h e n ,  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  t a l k ,  a b o u t  t r a n s c e n d e n t  r e a l i t i e s  a f t e r  

p e rfo rm in g  th e  r e d u c t io n ;  an d  h e  d id  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i n t e n t i o n a l  o b j e c t s  

and t r a n s c e n d e n t  o b j e c t s  (e v e n  r e a l  o n e s )  fo rm  m u tu a l ly  e x c lu s i v e  

c l a s s e s .

E v id e n t ly ,  Cunningham  i s  m is ta k e n  a b o u t  w h a t 'b r a c k e t i n g  o u t

t r a n s c e n d e n t  r e a l i t y '  m ean s, a s  t h i s  p a s s a g e  i l l u s t r a t e s :

The r e d u c t io n ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  b r a c k e t s  o u t  a l l  t r a n s c e n d e n t  r e a l i t y ,  
and  i t  w ould  be  im p o r ta n t  t o  h a v e  a  la n g u a g e  w h ich  r e f l e c t s  t h i s .
T h u s , th e  r e f e r e n t s  o f  t h e  la n g u a g e  m u st b e  e x c lu s i v e l y  im m anent.
(LPR, p .  2 8 , e m p h asis  m in e ) .

I n  t h e  same p a ra g r a p h  t h a t  I  j u s t  c i t e d  fro m  I d e a s , H u s s e r l  e x p la i n s  

w h a t 'b r a c k e t in g  r e a l  o b j e c t s '  m ean s . B r i e f l y ,  i t  m eans t h a t  a l th o u g h  

on e  c o n t in u e s  t o  u n d e rg o  p e r c e p t i o n s ,  one m akes no  u s e  o f  t h e  ju d g e 

m e n ts  t h a t  a r e  b a s e d  on them  ( I d e a s ,  p .  2 4 4 ) .  T h a t i s ,  a s  a  p h e n o m e n o lo g is t  

lA o  i s  d e s c r ib in g  and  a n a ly z in g  p e r c e p t i o n  ( s a y ) , o n e  m akes no ju d g e 

m en t t h a t  e n t a i l s  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  ( o r  n o n - e x i s t e n c e )  o f  t h e  t h in g  p e r 

c e iv e d  .

As p h e n o m e n o lo g is ts  we a v o id  a l l  s u c h  a f f i r m a t i o n s .  B ut i f  we *do 
n o t  p l a c e  o u r s e lv e s  on  t h e i r  g ro u n d ' ,  do n o t  'c o - o p e r a t e  w i th  t h e m '.
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we do n o t  f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  c a s t  them  aw ay . They a r e  t h e r e  s t i l l ,  and  
b e lo n g  e s s e n t i a l l y  t o  t h e  phenom enon a s  a  v e r y  p a r t  o f  i t .  R a th e r ,  
we c o n te m p la te  them  o u r s e l v e s . . .a n d  we t a k e  t h e  t h e s i s  o f  p e r c e p t io n  
an d  i t s  com ponents a s  c o n s t i t u e n t  p o r t i o n s  o f  th e  phenom enon ( I d e a s ,  
p .  2 4 4 , l a s t  e m p h a s is  m in e ) .

The p h r a s e  ' t h e  t h e s i s  o f  p e r c e p t i o n '  i s  im p o r ta n t .  P a r t  o f  t h e  t h e s i s  

o f  p e r c e p t i o n  i s  t h a t  ( g e n e r a l l y )  t h e  p e r c e iv e d  t h in g  e x i s t s .  P o s t 

r e d u c t i o n ,  h o w ev er, one  t r e a t s  t h e  t h e s i s  o f  p e r c e p t i o n  a s  a  t h e s i s , 

r a t h e r  th a n  p r e s u p p o s in g  i t .  To a  p e r c e iv i n g  s u b j e c t  i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  

a t t i t u d e ,  t h e  t h e s i s  o f  p e r c e p t i o n  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  a s  a  t h e s i s ;  r a t h e r ,  

p e r c e p t i o n  r e v e a l s  t h e  way t h i n g s  a r e  t o  o n e  i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  s t a n d p o i n t .

I f  o n e  e x p re s s e d  th e  b e l i e f  b a s e d  on p e r c e p t i o n  i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  s ta n d 

p o i n t ,  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  w ould  e n t a i l  e x i s t e n t i a l  p r o p o s i t i o n s .  A c c o rd in g 

l y ,  o n e  m akes no  s u c h  a s s e r t i o n s  a f t e r  t h e  r e d u c t i o n .  B ut t h a t  d o e s  

n o t  p r e v e n t  o n e , qua p h e n o m e n o lo g is t ,  fro m  t a l k i n g  a b o u t w hat i s  " t h e r e  

f o r  h im " from  th e  n a t u r a l  s t a n d p o i n t ,  so  lo n g  a s  on e  t r e a t s  t h e  t h e s i s  

o f  p e r c e p t i o n  s t r i c t l y  a s  a  t h e s i s  ( i . e . ,  do n o t  u s e  t h e  t h e s i s ,  b u t  

m e n tio n  i t )  i n  o r d e r  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  m ean in g  o f  'p e r c e p t io n * .

To s p e a k  i n  an  im ag e : The 'b r a c k e t i n g '  w h ic h  p e r c e p t io n  h a s  u n d e r 
gone  p r e v e n t s  any  ju d g em e n t b e in g  p a s s e d  on th e  p e r c e iv e d  r e a l i t y  
( i . e . ,  an y  ju d g em e n t t h a t  h a s  i t s  g ro u n d  i n  t h e  u n m o d if ie d  p e rc e p 
t i o n ,  and t h e r e f o r e  a c c e p t s  i t s  t h e s i s  a s  i t s  ow n). B ut i t  d o e s  n o t  
h i n d e r  an y  ju d g em e n t to  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  p e r c e p t io n  i s  t h e  c o n s c io u s 
n e s s  c f  a  r e a l  w o r ld  ( p ro v id e d  th e  t h e s i s  t h e r e o f  i s  n o t  s e t  i n  
a c t i o n ) . . . ( I d e a s ,  p .  2 4 4 , f i r s t  two em phases m in e ) .

To t a l k  a b o u t  p e r c e p t i o n  a s  t h e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  t h e  r e a l  w o rld  i s  o n ly

t o  s a y  t h a t  we ta k e  o u r s e lv e s  to  p e r c e iv e  t h e  r e a l  w o rld  ( u s u a l l y ) ,

s i n c e  ( a s  p h e n o m e n o lo g is ts )  we a r e  c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  t h e s i s  o f  p e r c e p t i o n

(an d  th u s  t h e  m ean ing  o f  'p e r c e p t i o n ' ) .  S uch  o b s e r v a t io n s  do n o t  im p ly

com m itm ent t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  r e a l  w o r ld ;  th e y  a r e  n o t  in v o lv e d  w i th

s u c h  q u e s t io n s  a t  a l l .
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Vhen H u s s e r l  i n i t i a l l y  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  r e d u c t io n  

i n  c h a p te r  3 o f  I d e a s , c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  i t  a s  t h e  s u s p e n s io n  o f  t h e  t h e s i s  

o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  s t a n d p o i n t ,  h i s  d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  w h a t i s  t h e r e  

f o r  an y  s u b je c t  from  t h a t  s t a n d p o i n t  i s  i t s e l f  a  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  d e s 

c r i p t i o n  C ld e a s ,  p .  9 5 ) .  Such  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  w ould  b e  im p o s s ib le  i f  

'C u n n in g h am 's  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  w e re  c o r r e c t ,  s i n c e  t h e r e i n  H u s s e r l  r e f e r s  

t o  t r a n s c e n d e n t  r e a l i t i e s  o r ,  m ore p r e c i s e l y ,  t r a n s c e n d e n t  r e a l i t i e s  

f o r  a  s u b j e c t .

S o , C unningham ’s, s u g g e s t io n  t h a t  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  r e d u c t io n  w ould  

l e a d  t o  phenom enal is m  i f  i t  w e re  n o t  f o r  t h e  e i d e t i c  r e d u c t io n  i s  

s im p ly  n o t  t r u e  (LPR, p .  1 0 ) .  I t  p r e s u p p o s e s  ( f a l s e l y )  t h a t  t h e  

r e d u c t io n  in v o lv e s  a  fo rm  o f  r e d u c t i o n ism ,  w hereby  p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t s  can  

b e  re d u c e d  t o  a p p e a ra n c e s  o f  them  (im m anent o b j e c t s )  o r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  

o f  a p p e a r a n c e s .  Such a  r e d u c t io n  o f  p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t s  t o  a p p e a ra n c e s  

c o u ld  t a k e  p l a c e  o n ly  i f  one  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  c o n fu s e d  t h e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  a  

p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t  w i th  a  p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t  i t s e l f .  H u s s e r l  n e v e r  c o n fu se d  

t h e  tw o . H u s s e r l ’ s  a n a ly s e s  o f  t h e  t h e s i s  o f  p e r c e p t i o n  a r e  in c o m p a tib le  

w ith . Cunningham ’ s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  ( I d e a s ,  c h a p te r  3 ) .  F o r  s i m i l a r  r e a s o n s  

Cunningham ’ s  c o n te n t io n  t h a t  " I n  c o n se q u e n c e  o f  i t s  m e ta p h y s ic a l  n e u t r a l i t y ,  

H u s s e r l ’ s  i n q u i r y  was t o  b e  a b o u t  c o n s c io u s n e s s  and n o t  a b o u t  t h e  n a tu r e  

o f  t h e  o b j e c t s  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s "  (LPR, p .  7) i s  m is ta k e n ,  t o o .  As we 

h a v e  s e e n ,  i t  i n  a b o u t  t h e  o b j e c t s  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s , o r  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

t h a t  n e c e s s a r i l y  o b t a i n  b e tw e e n  c o n s c io u s n e s s  and  a n y  g iv e n  k in d  o f  

i n t e n t i o n a l  o b j e c t .  H u s s e r l ’ s  w o rk s a r e  f i l l e d  w i th  s u c h  a n a ly s e s .  

E v id e n t ly ,  Cunningham t h i n k s  t h a t  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n  y i e l d s  w hat 

i s  " in n e r "  a s  i t s  o b j e c t  o f  i n q u i r y ,  s e t t i n g  a s id e  w h a t i s  " o u t e r " .
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The p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n  h a s  n o th in g  t o  do w i th  t h i s  i n n e r / o u t e r  

p i c t u r e .  P h en o m en o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n  r e q u i r e s  o n ly  t h a t  a l l  o b j e c t s  

b e  i n t e n t i o n a l , some o f  w h ic h  a r e  t r a n s c e n d e n t .

I  opened t h i s  r e s p o n s e  by  s a y in g  t h a t  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Cunningham

m i s i n t e r p r e t s  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n .  H ow ever, t h e r e  i s  a

p a s s a g e  w h e re in  Cunningham s a y s  so m e th in g  t r u e  a b o u t  th e  r e d u c t io n  and

th e  r e f e r e n t s  o f  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l d i s c o u r s e .

By th e  f i r s t  j t h e  p h é n o m é n o lo g ie ^  r e d u c t io n  H u s s e r l  m erges b o th  
p h y s ic a l  and p s y c h ic  phenom ena i n t o  t h e  g ro u p  knows a s  ' i n t e n t i o n a l  
o b j e c t s ' ,  su sp e n d in g  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  i n  any  
n a t u r a l - s c i e n t i f i c  o r  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  s e n s e .  F o r  an  o b j e c t  t o  b e  
' i n t e n t i o n a l '  t h e  o n ly  t h in g  t h a t  n eed  b e  s a i d  a b o u t i t s  s t a t u s  i s  
t h a t  i t  i s  in te n d e d  by c o n s c io u s n e s s .  W hether t h a t  o b j e c t  c o u ld ,  
u n d e r  o t h e r  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  be  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  p h y s ic a l  o r  p s y c h ia l ,  
imm anent o r  t r a n s c e n d e n t ,  i s  i r r e l e v a n t . A l l  t h a t  h a s  b een  s a id  by 
c a l l i n g  i t  ' i n t e n t i o n a l ' i s  t h a t  th e  o b j e c t  i s  m ean t o r  in te n d e d  by 
a n  a c t  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  I t s  s t a t u s  a s  i n t e n t i o n a l  d o e s  n o t  em anate  
from  any o f  i t s  own q u a l i t i e s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  from  i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
t o  a n  in te n d in g  a c t  (LPR, p .  3 8 , f i r s t ,  t h i r d ,  and l a s t  em phases 
m in e ) .

I  a g re e  w h o le h e a r te d ly .  B ut t h i s  i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  C unningham ’s  

s ta te m e n t  t h a t  no i n t e n t i o n a l  o b j e c t s  c a n  b e  t r a n s c e n d e n t .

1 6 . I s  H u s s e r l ’ s  P o s t-R e d u c t io n  L anguage a  P r i v a t e  Language (3 )?

We h av e  n o t  re sp o n d e d  t o  Cunningham ’s  o b j e c t io n s  t o  p r i v a t e  

la n g u a g e  ( 3 ) ,  and s h a l l  n o t .  L e t  u s  s e t  a s i d e  Cunningham ’s  o b j e c t i o n s ,  

a s  o u r  i n t e r e s t  l i e s  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  i s s u e  o f  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  H u s s e r l ’ s  

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l la n g u a g e . I s  H u s s e r l ’s  p o s t - r e d u c t i o n  la n g u a g e  a  

la n g a a g e  t h a t  i s  ( i n  f a c t ,  n o t  l o g i c a l l y )  u n d e rs to o d  by o n ly  one  s p e a k e r?  

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  q u e s t io n  c a n n o t b e  an sw ered  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  H u s s e r l ’ s  

p h i lo s o p h i c a l  p o s i t i o n .  I f  I  am r i g h t ,  th e n  t h e r e  c a n  b e  no l e g i t i m a t e  

o b j e c t io n s  t o  H u s s e r l ’ s  p o s t - r e d u c t io n  la n g u a g e  on  t h e  g ro u n d s  t h a t  i t
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i s  u n d e rs to o d  b y  o n ly  one  s p e a k e r .  L e t  u s  s e e  w hy.

My c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n  i n  t h e  

p re c e d in g  s e c t i o n  shows t h a t  one  c a n n o t  a s c e r t a i n  t h a t  H u s s e r l ’ s  p o s t 

r e d u c t io n  la n g u a g e  i s  u n d e rs to o d  b y  o n ly  one  s p e a k e r  on  th e  b a s i s  o f  

H u s s e r l ’ s  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  p o s i t i o n .  I  n o te d  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  r e d u c t i o n ,  one 

i s  n o t  p e r m i t te d  t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  o t h e r s  e x i s t .  N or i s  on e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  

s a y  a n y th in g  t h a t  e n t a i l s  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r s -  B u t one i s  a l s o  p r e 

c lu d e d  from  s a y in g  t h a t  o t h e r s  do n o t  e x i s t  o r  a n y th in g  e l s e  t h a t  

im p l ie s  th e  n o n -e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r s .  B ut s i n c e  t h i s  i s  s o ,  H u s s e r l  i s  

n o t  com m itted  t o  t h e  t h e s i s  t h a t  h i s  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l la n g u a g e  i s  

u n d e rs to o d  by  many s p e a k e r s -  Nor i s  H u s s e r l  co m m itted  t o  th e  t h e s i s  

t h a t  h i s  p o s t - r e d u c t io n  la n g u a g e  i s  u n d e rs to o d  b y  o n ly  o n e  s p e a k e r .

S in c e  H u s s e r l  re m a in s  n e u t r a l  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r s ,  

h e  re m a in s  p h i lo s o p h i c a l ly  n e u t r a l  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  q u e s t io n  ’’Do 

o t h e r  s p e a k e r s  o f  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l la n g u a g e  e x i s t ? ” .

l e t  u s  c l a r i f y  t h i s .  When one  o r d i n a r i l y  s p e a k s  t o  som eone, 

one t a k e s  f o r  g r a n te d  t h a t  p e r s o n ’ s  e x i s t e n c e .  When one  w r i t e s ,  one 

u s u a l l y  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  w ha t one w r i t e s  w i l l  b e  r e a d  by  som eone; i n  t h i s  

s e n s e ,  one " p re s u p p o s e s ” t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o n e ’ s  p o t e n t i a l  r e a d e r s .  S in c e  

"H u sse rl w ro te  i n  Germ an, i t  may seem  t h a t  H u s s e r l  p re su p p o s e d  t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r  s p e a k e r s  o f  t h e  German la n g u a g e . I n  a  s e n s e  h e  d i d ,  

o f  c o u r s e ,  b u t  n o t  i n  a  s e n s e  t h a t  i s  r e l e v a n t  t o  th e  s u c c e s s f u l  p e r 

fo rm an ce  o f  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n .  One d o e s  n o t  w r i t e  books from
3

t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l s t a n d p o i n t .  R a th e r ,  t h e  q u e s t io n  i s  w h e th e r  

H u s s e r l 's  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  s ta t e m e n ts  im p ly  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  ( o r  n o n - e x is te n c e )  

o f  o t h e r s .  I f  th o s e  s ta t e m e n ts  do n o t  im p ly  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  com m itm ent
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t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  ( o r  n o n - e x i s te n c e )  o f  o t h e r s  ( o r  a n y th in g  o t h e r  th a n  

o n e ^ s  own c o n s c io u s n e s s ) ,  and  t h e  s ta t e m e n ts  c o n s i s t  o f  o n ly  a n a ly s e s  

o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  n e c e s s a r i l y  o b t a i n  b e tw e e n  c o n s c io u s n e s s  and  

a n y  g iv e n  k in d  o f  i n t e n t i o n a l  o b j e c t ,  th e n  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  r e d u c t io n  

h a s  b e e n  p e rfo rm e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y .

A c o m p a riso n  c an  b e  m ade w i t h  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  i n t e n t i o n a l  o b j e c t s .  

We h a v e  a l r e a d y  s e e n  t h a t  a n  o b j e c t  i s  i n t e n t i o n a l  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  

i t s  own q u a l i t i e s .  What m akes a n  o b j e c t  i n t e n t i o n a l  i s  s o l e l y  i t s  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  a n  i n te n d in g  a c t .  T h u s , a n  i n t e n t i o n a l  o b j e c t  c a n  b e  

t h e  same o b j e c t  t h a t ,  u n d e r  o t h e r  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  ( i . e . ,  when we a r e  no  

lo n g e r  a d o p tin g  t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l a t t i t u d e ) , c a n  b e  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  

e x i s t i n g ,  n o t  e x i s t i n g ,  e t c .  I t  i s  s im p ly  t h a t  I  am p r e c lu d e d  from  

s a y in g  t h a t  i t  e x i s t s  ( o r  d o e s  n o t  e x i s t ) , o n c e  I  h a v e  a d o p te d  t h e  

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l s t a n d p o i n t .

S i m i l a r l y , t h e  s t a t u s  o f  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  la n g u a g e  i s  n o t  a  

f u n c t io n  o f  i t s  own q u a l i t i e s .  W hat m akes d i s c o u r s e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l 

i s  s o l e l y  t h e  s o r t  o f  s ta t e m e n ts  t h a t  a r e  m ade w i th  t h e  w o rd s . I f  t h e  

s ta te m e n ts  c o n s t i t u t e  a n a ly s e s  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  n e c e s s a r i l y  

o b t a i n  b e tw een  c o n s c io u s n e s s  and  a n y  g iv e n  k in d  o f  i n t e n t i o n a l  o b j e c t ,  

and  none  o f  t h e  s ta t e m e n ts  im p ly  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  ( o r  n o n - e x i s te n c e )  o f  

t h e  i n t e n t i o n a l  o b j e c t ,  th e n  t h e  d i s c o u r s e  i s  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l.  I t  i s  

s o l e l y  t h e  u s e  o f  la n g u a g e  b y  a  p h e n o m e n o lo g is t  t o  do p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l 

a n a ly s e s  t h a t  m akes t h e  d i s c o u r s e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l .  T h u s , phenom eno

l o g i c a l  d i s c o u r s e  i s  ( n u m e r ic a l ly )  t h e  sam e d i s c o u r s e  t h a t ,  u n d e r  

o t h e r  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  c o u ld  b e  s a id  t o  b e  u n d e rs to o d  by  o t h e r s .  B u t a  

p h e n o m e n o lo g is t who h a s  a d o p te d  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  s t a n d p o i n t  i s
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s im p ly  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  s a y  t h a t  ' i t .  i s  u n d e r s to o d -b y .  o t h e r s ,  s i n c e  

su c h  a n  a s s e r t i o n  w ould  in v o lv e  e x i s t e n t i a l  co m m itm en ts . The f a c t  t h a t  

a  p h e n o m e n o lo g is t i s  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  s a y  t h a t  h i s  la n g u a g e  i s  u n d e r 

s to o d  by  o t h e r s  d o e s  n o t  im p ly  t h a t  h i s  la n g u a g e  i s  n o t  p u b l i c .  T h e re 

f o r e ,  w hat a  p h e n o m e n o lo g is t  s a y s  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s  a n a ly s e s  l e a v e s  

o u r  q u e s t io n  C "Is H u s s e r l 's  p o s t - r e d u c t i o n  la n g u a g e  u n d e rs to o d  b y  o n ly  

o n e  s p e a k e r ? " )  u n an sw ered  and  u n a n s w e ra b le . B o th  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  ( a  p u b l i c  

la n g u a g e  and  a  la n g u a g e  t h a t  h a p p e n s  t o  b e  u n d e r s to o d  b y 'o n l y  one  s p e a k e r )  

a r e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  s t a n d p o i n t .  C o n s e q u e n tly , t h e  

v ie w  t h a t  H u s s e r l 's  p o s t - r e d u c t i o n  la n g u a g e  i s  u n d e r s to o d  b y  o n ly  one  

s p e a k e r  i s  u n fo u n d e d .

1 7 .  I s  H u s s e r l 's  P o s t -R e d u c t io n  L anguage  a  P r i v a t e  L anguage (1 )?

H e r e to f o r e  I  h a v e  b e e n  e n t e r t a i n i n g  t h e  h y p o th e s i s  t h a t  

H u s s e r l 's  p o s t - r e d u c t i o n  la n g u a g e  i s  a  la n g u a g e  w hose r e f e r r i n g  te rm s  

r e f e r  t o  c o n t i n g e n t l y  p r i v a t e  o b j e c t s .  I  d i d  so  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e m o n s tra te  

t h a t  C u n n in g h am 's  a rg u m e n ts  do n o t  w o rk  ev e n  i f  we m ake t h a t  h y p o th e s i s .  

A g a in , we s h a l l  s e t  a s i d e  C u n n in g h am 's  a rg u m e n ts  and  a d d r e s s  t h e  g e n e r a l  

i s s u e  a b o u t  H u s s e r l 's  la n g u a g e . I  w is h  t o  a r g u e  t h a t  one  i s  n o t  e n t i t l e d  

t o  s a y  t h a t  H u s s e r l  i s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y  c o m m itted  t o  a  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e  

(1).

My a rg u m en t i s  o f  t h e  sam e k in d  t h a t  I  j u s t  u s e d .  H u s s e r l  i s  

n o t  e n t i t l e d  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  i n t e n t i o n a l  o b j e c t  b e in g  a n a ly z e d  i s  

a c t u a l l y  in te n d e d  by  a  num ber o f  s u b j e c t s ,  s i n c e  i f  h e  s a i d  t h a t ,  h e  

w ould  b e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y  co m m itted  t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r s .  B ut t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  H u s s e r l  i s  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  s a y  t h a t  a  g iv e n  o b j e c t  i s  in te n d e d
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b y  many s u b je c t s  ( a f t e r  a d o p t in g  t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  s t a n d p o in t )  d o es  

n o t  im p ly  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  in te n d e d  b y  many s u b j e c t s .

As I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  p o in te d  o u t ,  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  o b j e c t s  a s  i n t e n 

t i o n a l  ( i . e . ,  t h e  r e f e r e n t s  o f  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  d i s c o u r s e )  i s  n o t  a  

f u n c t io n  o f  an y  o f  t h e i r  own q u a l i t i e s .  R a th e r ,  i f  a n  o b j e c t  i s  in te n d e d  

o r  i n te n d a b le  by a  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  i t  i s  a n  i n t e n t i o n a l  o b j e c t .  T h is  

m eans t h a t  u n d e r  o t h e r  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  ( i . e . ,  when we a r e  no lo n g e r  

a d o p t in g  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l a t t i t u d e )  we c o u ld  t r u t h f u l l y  s a y  t h a t  

t h e  o b j e c t  ( o r ,  m ore  p r e c i s e l y ,  a  k in d  o f  i n t e n t i o n a l  o b j e c t )  i s  in te n d e d  

b y  o t h e r s ,  p ro v id e d  t h a t  t h a t  i s  a c t u a l l y  t h e  c a s e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  n o t  

n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  a l l  o b j e c t s  t h a t  a r e  t h e  r e f e r e n t s  o f  phenomeno

l o g i c a l  d i s c o u r s e  a r e  c o n t i n g e n t l y  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  o n ly  one  s u b j e c t .  I f  one 

t a k e s  no s ta n d  w i th  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  a c t u a l l y  p u b l i c  q u a l i t i e s  o f  a n y  g iv e n

i n t e n t i o n a l  o b j e c t ,  th e n  i t  i s  a n  o pen  q u e s t i o n  w h e th e r  t h e  i n t e n t i o n a l

4o b j e c t  i s  p u b l ic  o r  p r i v a t e .

Suppose t h a t  som eone i s  r e a d in g  a  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  p a p e r  a t  

a  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  m e e t in g . Suppose  t h a t  t h e  r e a d e r  u s e d  a  t a b l e  a t  t h e  

f r o n t  o f  t h e  room a s  an  e x a m p le , i n  o r d e r  t o  a n a ly z e  o u r  c o n c e p t  ’p h y s ic a l  

o b j e c t ’ . Now i s  o u r  im a g in a ry  r e a d e r  p r e c lu d e d  from  u s in g  t h a t  t a b l e  

a s  a n  exam ple s im p ly  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a c t u a l l y  in te n d e d  b y  a  num ber o f  

s u b je c t s ?  H a rd ly . The o n ly  q u e s t io n  t h a t  we n e e d  t o  a s k  i s  "D oes th e  

r e a d e r  make any  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  s ta t e m e n ts  t h a t  im p ly  com m itm ent t o  t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  ( o r  n o n - e x i s te n c e )  o f  o t h e r s  o r  t h e  t a b l e ? " .  I f  n o t ,  th e n  h i s  

a n a l y s i s  i s  w i th in  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  im posed  b y  t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l 

a t t i t u d e ,  s o  lo n g  a s  h e  i s  a n a ly z in g  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  o b t a in  

b e tw e en  c o n s c io u s n e s s  and  a  g iv e n  k in d  o f  i n t e n t i o n a l  o b j e c t .  Of c o u r s e .
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o u r  r e a d e r  may make i n c i d e n t a l  re m a rk s  t h a t  b e t r a y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he  

b e l i e v e s  t h a t  th e  t a b l e  e x i s t s  and  o t h e r s  s e e  i t .  I n  H u s s e r l 's  w r i t i n g s ,  

t o o ,  one w i l l  f in d  th e  p ro n o u n  'w e ' and s i m i l a r  l o c u t i o n s .  B ut H u s s e r l  

r e c o g n iz e s  t h a t  su c h  l o c u t io n s  a r e  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  e a s e  i n  m aking 

p h i lo s o p h ic a l  p o in t s  o n ly ,  and  a r e  a v o id a b le .  A c c o rd in g ly ,  t h e  p re s e n c e  

o f  s u c h  lo c u t io n s  i n  H u s s e r l 's  w r i t i n g s  d o e s  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a n  o b j e c t io n  

to  H u s s e r l 's  p o s t - r e d u c t io n  la n g u a g e . So th e  v ie w  t h a t  a l l  o f  th e  

r e f e r e n t s  o f  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e f e r r i n g  te rm s  a r e  p r i v a t e  i s  u n fo u n d ed , 

to o .

1 8 . H u s s e r l  on  L o g ic a l ly  P r i v a t e  L anguages

I  h av e  m a in ta in e d  t h a t  H u s s e r l 's  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  p o s i t i o n  does n o t  

e n t i t l e  one t o  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  t h e  p o s t - r e d u c t io n  la n g u a g e  i s  e i t h e r  

c o n t in g e n t ly  p r i v a t e  o r  p u b l i c .  B ut i s  H u s s e r l 's  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  p o s i t i o n  

c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  any  k in d  o f  l o g i c a l l y  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e ?  I s  t h a t  a l s o  

a n  open  q u e s tio n ?  No. A lth o u g h  H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t  d i s c u s s  la n g u a g e  when 

h e  in t r o d u c e s  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n  i n  I d e a s , h i s  a n a ly s e s  o f  

s c ie n c e ,  t r u t h  and la n g u a g e  i n  Form al and T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic  im ply  

th e  i m p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  a  l o g i c a l l y  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e . F o r H u s s e r l ,  e v e ry  

s c i e n t i f i c  s ta te m e n t  m ust b e  u n d e r s ta n d ab l e  by  o t h e r s .  T hus, t h e r e  c a n  

b e  no  la n g u a g e  t h a t  i s  u n d e r s ta n d a b le  by  o n ly  one s u b j e c t .  F u r th e r ,  i f  

a  s ta te m e n t  i s  t r u e ,  i t  m ust b e  p o s s ib l e  f o r  o t h e r s  to  c o n firm  i t s  

t r u t h  ( i . e . ,  th e  e v id e n c e  f o r  i t s  t r u t h  m ust be  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e l y  

a c c e s s i b l e ) .  H ence, t h e  r e f e r e n t s  o f  th e  r e f e r r i n g  te rm s  o f  a  la n g u a g e  

m ust b e  a c c e s s ib l e  to  o t h e r s  (FTL, p p . 1 2 5 -1 2 6 ) . S o , H u s s e r l  i s  

p h i lo s o p h ic a l ly  com m itted  t o  th e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  h i s  p o s t - r e d u c t io n  la n g u a g e
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( In d e e d , any la n g u a g e  i n  w h ic h  t r u e  s t a t e m e n ts  c a n  b e  m ade) i s  n o t  

( In d e e d , c a n n o t b e )  a  l o g i c a l l y  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e . The i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  

a  la n g u a g e  t h a t  c a n  b e  u n d e rs to o d  b y  o n ly  o n e  s u b j e c t  i s  a l s o  im p l ie d  

b y  H u s s e r l 's  p o s i t i o n  on  m ean in g  i n  L o g ic a l  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s .^

H u s s e r l ’ s  com m itm ent t o  t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  l o g i c a l l y  p r i v a t e  

la n g u a g e , how ever, d o e s  n o t  comm it him  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r  

s u b j e c t s .  R a th e r ,  H u s s e r l  i s  o b l ig e d  t o  a d m it  ( a s  a  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  t h e s i s )  

t h a t  t h e r e  m ust p o s s ib l y  e x i s t  o th e r  s u b j e c t s .  T h a t ,  h o w ev er, i s  a  f a r  

c r y  from  b e in g  p h i lo s o p h i c a l ly  com m itted  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  e x i s t e n c e  o f  

o t h e r  s u b j e c t s .

1 9 . D oes H u s s e r l ’ s  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  la n g u a g e  r e q u i r e  com m itm ent t o  th e

e x i s t e n c e  o f  o th e r s ?

One may g r a n t  n e a r l y  e v e r y th in g  I  h a v e  m a in ta in e d  th u s  f a r  and  

s t i l l  o b j e c t  t o  my c o n c lu s io n ,  t h a t  H u s s e r l  c a n  re m a in  n e u t r a l  on  th e  

q u e s t io n  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r s .  F o r  e v e n  i f  i t  i s  a n  open  q u e s t i o n  

w h e th e r  H u s s e r l ’ s  p o s t - r e d u c t i o n  la n g u a g e  i s  u n d e rs to o d  b y  o n ly  one  

s p e a k e r  o r  u n d e rs to o d  by  many s p e a k e r s , h e  i s  com m itted  t o  t h e  t h e s i s  t h a t  

h i s  la n g u a g e  i s  a t  l e a s t  u n d e r s ta n d a b le  by  o t h e r s .  F o r  t h e  la n g u a g e  i s  

u n d e r s ta n d a b le  b y  o th e r s  i f  i t  i s  u n d e rs to o d  b y  o n ly  one s p e a k e r ;  an d  i t  

i s  u n d e r s ta n d a b le  b y  o t h e r s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i f  i t  i s  a  p u b l i c  la n g u a g e . I f  

t h e  la n g u a g e  i s  p u b l i c ,  th e n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r s  i s  r e q u i r e d ;  and  

i f  th e  la n g u a g e  i s  c o n t in g e n t ly  u n d e rs to o d  b y  o n ly  on e  s p e a k e r ,  th e n  

i t s  s t a t u s  a s  a  la n g u a g e  i s  d e r i v i t i v e  fro m  a  p u b l i c  la n g u a g e . The o n ly  

c o n t in g e n t ly  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e s  a r e  c o d e s ;  and  c o d e s  a r e  a lw ay s  t r a n s 

l a t a b l e  i n t o  a  p u b l ic  la n g u a g e . I n  e i t h e r  c a s e ,  th e n ,  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f
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o t h e r s  I s  r e q u i r e d .  T h e r e f o r e ,  s i n c e  H u s s e r l  i s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y  co m m itted  

t o  t h e  t h e s i s  t h a t  h i s  p o s t - r e d u c t i o n  la n g u a g e  i s  u n d e r s t a n d a b le  by  

o t h e r s ,  H u s s e r l  c a n n o t re m a in  n e u t r a l  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  

o t h e r s .

T h is  o b j e c t io n  d o e s  n o t  r e s t  o n  a  c o n f u s io n  b e tw e e n  H u s s e r l* s  

n o n - p h i lo s o p h ic a l  and  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  c o n v ic t i o n s .  R a th e r ,  i t  p u r p o r t s  

t o  show t h a t  o n e  o f  H u s s e r l 's  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  b e l i e f s  m u s t b e  t h a t  o th e r  

s p e a k e r s  o f  t h e  p o s t - r e d u c t i o n  la n g u a g e  e x i s t .  B u t 1  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  

i s  a  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  a rg u m e n t.

C o n s id e r  t h e  s o l i p s i s t ' s  p o s i t i o n .  He c o n te n d s  t h a t  (1 )  i t  

i s  im p o s s ib le  to  p ro v e  t h a t  o t h e r  s u b je c t s  e x i s t .  Now su p p o se  t h a t  o u r  

s o l i p s i s t  a l s o  m a in ta in s  t h a t  (2 )  t h e  la n g u a g e  i n  w h ic h  h e  e x p r e s s e s  

h i s  t h e s i s  i s  u n d e r s ta n d a b le  b y  o t h e r s .  I f  t h e  p r e c e d in g  a rg u m en t w e re  

d e c i s i v e ,  th e n  th e  c o n ju n c t io n  o f  (1 ) and  (2 )  im p l ie s  a  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  

( o r  i s  s e l f - c o n t r a d i c t o r y ) .  Can t h e  s o l i p s i s t  r e s p o n d  t o  t h i s ?

The s o l i p s i s t  c a n  r e p l y  t h a t  ev e n  th o u g h  h i s  la n g u a g e  i s  

u n d e r s ta n d a b le  by  o t h e r s ,  t h e r e  s im p ly  a r e  n o t  ( a s  f a r  a s  h e  know s) any  

o t h e r s  t o  u n d e rs ta n d  i t .  I n  o t h e r  w o rd s , t h e  s o l i p s i s t  c o u ld  t e a c h  h i s  

la n g u a g e  to  o t h e r s , b u t  o n ly  o t h e r s  e x i s t .  B ut a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  

( o r ,  m ore p r e c i s e l y ,  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  s o l i p s i s t  c la im s  t o  know) nobody e l s e  

e x i s t s  t o  whom t h e  la n g u a g e  c o u ld  b e  t a u g h t .  The s o l i p s i s t  j u s t  d o e s  n o t  

a d m it t h a t  h i s  la n g u a g e  i s  p u b l i c .  So h e  w ou ld  re s p o n d  t o  t h e  a d v o c a te  

o f  o n ly  p u b l ic  la n g u a g e s  ( o r  la n g u a g e s  d e r iv e d  th e re f ro m )  t h a t  t h e  a n t i 

s o l i p s i s t  h a s  moved from  ' i s  u n d e r s t a n d a b le  by  o t h e r s '  t o  ' i s  u n d e r s to o d  

b y  o t h e r s '  i l l i c i t l y .

B ut t h e  a d v o c a te  o f  p u b l i c  la n g u a g e s  h a s  a  r e s p o n s e  t o  th e
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p r e c e d in g  a rg u m e n t. I f  t h e  s o l i p s i s t ' s  p o s i t i o n  w e re  t r u e ,  t h e n  t h e  

s o l i p s i s t  w ould  h a v e  t o  d e v i s e  a  la n g u a g e  t h a t  i s  n o t  p a r a s i t i c  o n  any  

p u b l i c  la n g u a g e . I n  o t h e r  w o rd s , h e  w ould  h a v e  t o  d e v i s e  a  la n g u a g e  by 

h i m s e l f .  B u t t h e r e  c a n n o t  b e  a n y  s u c h  l ^ g u a g e ,  s i n c e  t h e  p r o p e r  u s e  

o f  w ords c a n  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  o n ly  b y  p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  c u s to m s , an d  

p r a c t i c e s .  R e g u l a r i t i e s  i n  t h e  u s e  o f  w ords ( a n d , c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  t h e  

d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  t h e  p r o p e r  and  im p ro p e r  u s e  o f  w o rd s )  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  

o n ly  i n  a  s o c i a l  c o n te x t .  O th e rw is e ,  o n e  i s  i n  t h e  sam e p o s i t i o n  a s  t h e  

p e r s o n  t r y i n g  t o  name h i s  s e n s a t i o n  i n  P h i lo s o p h i c a l  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s . 

A c c o rd in g  t o  some c o m m e n ta to rs , t h e  p e r s o n  t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  u s e  

f o r  'S '  s u c c e e d s  i n  nam ing h i s  s e n s a t i o n  th e  f i r s t  t im e ,  b u t  c a n n o t  do 

s o  on  f u t u r e  o c c a s io n s ,  s i n c e  w h a t seem s t o  b e  c o r r e c t  w i l l  b e  c o u n te d  

a s  c o r r e c t  ( i n  t h i s  im a g in a ry  s i t u a t i o n ) .  Some o th e r  c o m m en ta to rs  

a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  t r y i n g  t o  name h i s  s e n s a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  s u c c e e d  i n  

nam ing i t  a t  a l l .  (W :P I, p p . 7 0 - 7 5 ) .  B u t on  e i t h e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  t h e  

f e a t u r e s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a  la n g u a g e  ( s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  r u l e s ) a r e  l a c k i n g .

T he s k e p t i c  may g r a n t  t h a t  a  r u l e  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  a  w ord  c a n n o t  

b e  a c c o m p lish e d  i n s t a n t a n e o u s l y .  B u t h e  may r e p l y  t h a t  i t  may a p p e a r  

t h a t  h i s  la n g u a g e  i s  p u b l i c ,  w h e re a s  i n  f a c t  i t  i s  n o t  ( o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  

i t  c a n n o t  b e  p ro v e n  t h a t  th e  la n g u a g e  i s  p u b l i c ) .  T h in g s  c o u ld  c o n t in u e  

t o  a p p e a r  e x a c t ly  t h e  way th e y  do t o  n o n r s o l i p s i s t s  ( t h a t  i s ,  n o n 

s o l i p s i s t s  e x i s t ) ,  an d  y e t  t h e  s o l i p s i s t ' s  p o s i t i o n  c o u ld  s t i l l  b e  t r u e .

I n  t h a t  c a s e ,  t h e r e  w ou ld  b e  s y s t e m a t i c ,  h a rm o n io u s  a p p e a ra n c e s  

( i n c l u d in g ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  a p p e a ra n c e s  o f  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  an d  o f  t h e  p r o p e r  

u s e  o f  w o rd s ) ,  w h e re a s  t h e  s o l i p s i s t  i s  t h e  o n ly  s u b j e c t  t h a t  h e  c a n  p ro v e  

t o  e x i s t .  C h r is  Sw oyer o f f e r s  a  s i m i l a r  a rg u m e n t.



83

We c a n  im a g in e  t h e  s k e p t i c  t o  g r a n t  m o s t o f  t h e  s t e p s  i n  th e  
p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e  argum ent»  H aving  d one  s o ,  h e  m ig h t  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  
w h i l e  t h e  argum en t i s  s e d u c t iv e  a n d , i n  m o st p l a c e s ,  s o u n d , a p p a r e n t  
o r  seem ing  r e g u l a r i t i e s  i n  t h e  w ays w o rd s a r e  u s e d  w i l l  s u f f i c e  to  
g iv e  them  a  u s e .  A s t r o n g  s k e p t i c a l  p o s i t i o n ,  S s ,  a g r e e s  t h a t  
a l th o u g h  I  c a n n o t g iv e  ' S ’ a  u s e  o r  f u n c t i o n  i n  a  f l a s h  ( s im p ly  b y  
a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  I  w i l l  t a k e  i t  t o  b e  t h e  name o f  my s e n s a t i o n ) , 
s t i l l ,  m e re ly  a p p a r e n t  c u s to m s , i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  an d  fo rm s  o f  l i f e  a r e  
a s  good a s  r e a l  o n e s  f o r  a l lo w in g  u s  t o  go o n  and  a p p ly  'S '  i n  new 
s i t u a t i o n s .  W i t t g e n s t e i n 's  a rg u m e n t, t h e  s k e p t i c  c o n t in u e s ,  i s  
v e r i f i c a t i o n i s t i c  b e c a u s e  i t  d ep en d s  o n  t h e  a s s u m p tio n  t h a t  we m u st 
know (b e  a b l e  to  v e r i f y )  t h a t  cu sto m s and  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  r e a l  
b e f o r e  we ca n  u s e  t h e  fram ew ork  th e y  p r o v id e  i n  o r d e r  t o  s e e  . t h a t  
we a r e  r e a l l y  fo l lo w in g  r u l e s .  B u t how c a n  we d i s t i n g u i s h  r e a l  
r e g u l a r i t i e s  from  f a k e s ,  g e n u in e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and  fo rm s  o f  l i f e  
from  s p u r io u s  o n es?  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e  a rg u m e n t d e 
f e a t s  s k e p t ic is m  o n ly  by  a ssu m in g  i t s  f a l s i t y .  ("PL& S", p .  4 7 ) .

D e s p i te  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  s k e p t i c a l  p o s i t i o n  i s  i m p l a u s i b l e ,  i t  i s

n o n e th e le s s  c o n c e iv a b le . S in c e  t h i s  i s  s o ,  w h a t we c a l l  o r d in a r y  p u b l i c

la n g u a g e  c o u ld  b e  a  la n g u a g e  ( w i th  a l l  i t s  r u l e s  an d  r e g u l a r i t i e s )

w h ic h , a s  a  m a t te r  o f  c o n t in g e n t  ( n o t  l o g i c a l )  f a c t ,  i s  u n d e rs to o d  b y  o n ly

o n e  s p e a k e r .  How, t h e  s k e p t i c a l  s o l i p s i s t  a s k s ,  c a n  1 d i s t i n g u i s h

b e tw e e n  t h e  s y s te m a t ic  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  c u s to m ^ e s ta b l i s h e d  r e g u l a r i t i e s

i n  la n g u a g e  and  r e a l  cu stom -bound  r e g u l a r i t i e s ?  " I  c a n n o t"  i s  h i s

r e s p o n s e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  s o l i p s i s t ' s  p o s i t i o n  i s  c o m p a t ib le  w i th  t h e

t h e s i s  t h a t  h i s  la n g u a g e  i s  u n d e r s t a n d a b le  by o t h e r s .

2 0 . H u s s e r l  on  S k e p t ic is m  and  S o l ip s is m

B u t w h a t d o e s  t h i s  s k e p t i c a l  p o s i t i o n  h a v e  t o  do w i th  H u s s e r l 's  

p o s t - r e d u c t i o n  la n g u a g e ?  A f t e r  a l l ,  H u s s e r l  i s  n e i t h e r  a  s k e p t i c  n o r  

a  s o l i p s i s t .  I n  f a c t ,  H u s s e r l  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  d o e s  n o t  i n v o lv e  

s k e p t i c is m .

I f  I  do t h i s  [p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n ^  , a s  I  am f u l l y  f r e e  to  d o ,
I  do n o t  th e n  deny t h i s  'w o r l d ' ,  a s  i f  I  w e re  a  s o p h i s t ,  I  do n o t  d o u b t 
t h a t  i t  i s  t h e r e  a s  th o u g h  I  w ere  a  s k e p t i c ;  b u t  I  u s e  t h e  phenom eno- 
l o g i c a l  w h ich  c o m p le te ly  b a r s  me from  u s in g  an y  ju d g e m e n t
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t h a t  c o n c e rn s  s p a t io - t e m p o r a l  e x i s t e n c e  (D a se in )  ( I d e a s ,  p .  1 0 0 ) .

I  s h o u ld  em p h asize  a t  o n c e  t h a t  I  h a v e  n o t  a rg u e d  f o r  t h e  t r u t h  

o f  t h e  s k e p t i c a l  s o l i p s i s t ’ s  p o s i t i o n .  R a th e r ,  I  h a v e  a rg u e d  t h a t  i t  

i s  c o m p a tib le  w i th  t h e  t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e  s o l i p s i s t ’ s  la n g u a g e  i s  u n d e r 

s ta n d a b le  by  o t h e r s .  F o r  i f  e v e ry th in g  w e re  a  s e t  o f  s y s te m a t ic  

a p p e a ra n c e s ,  th e n  t h e r e  w ou ld  b e  a p p e a ra n c e s  o f  p r o p e r  u s e  o f  w o rd s , 

w h ich  w ould  b e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from  (a p p e a ra n c e s  o f )  im p ro p e r  u s e s .  The 

c o m p a t ib i l i t y  o f  t h e  s o l i p s i s t ’ s  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  t h e s i s  t h a t  h i s  l a n 

g u ag e  i s  u n d e r s ta n d a b le  b y  o t h e r s  r e q u i r e s  o n ly  t h a t  t h e  two th e s e s  b e  

c o n c e iv a b ly  t r u e  t o g e t h e r .

I  s u g g e s t  t h a t  H u s s e r l ’ s  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n  r e q u i r e s  

t h e  c o m p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  s o l ip s i s m  an d  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  a  la n g u a g e  b e  

i n  p r i n c i p l e  u n d e r s ta n d a b le  by  m ore th a n  o n e  s p e a k e r .  T h a t i s  th e  

c o n n e c t io n  b e tw e en  s k e p t i c a l  s o l ip s i s m  and  H u s s e r l ’ s  p o s t - r e d u c t io n  l a n 

g u a g e .

I  t h in k  t h a t  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  c o n firm e d  by  th e  f a c t  t h a t  

H u s s e r l  d e s c r ib e s  t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n  a s  an  a t te m p t  to  d o u b t 

(n o t  a c t u a l l y  d o u b tin g )  t h e  g e n e r a l  t h e s i s  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  s t a n d p o in t .

The a t te m p t  t o  d o u b t th e  t h e s i s  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  s t a n d p o in t  c o rre s p o n d s  to  

t h e  c o n c e i v a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  s k e p t i c ’ s  p o s i t i o n ,  w hereby  a  n e u t r a l  s ta n d 

p o i n t  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  s p a t io - t e m p o r a l  e x i s t e n c e  i s  a c h ie v e d  ( i . e . ,  t h e  

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l s ta n d p o in t )  ( s e e  I d e a s ,  p p . 9 7 - 9 8 ) .  D o u b tin g  th e  t h e s i s  

o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  s t a n d p o i n t ,  on  th e  o t h e r  h a n d , am ounts t o  su p p o s in g  t h a t  

t h e  s k e p t i c ’ s  p o s i t i o n  i s  t r u e ,  w h ich  H u s s e r l  r e f r a i n s  from  a s s e r t i n g .  

P h e n o m en o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n  d o es  n o t  am ount t o  su p p o s in g  t h e  o p p o s i t e  

o f  w h a t we o r d i n a r i l y  t h in k  i s  t r u e .  I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  H u s s e r l ’ s  r o u t e
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t o  s u s p e n s io n  o f  ju d g em en t d i f f e r s  from  D e s c a r t e s 's  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  d o u b t ,  

s i n c e  D e s c a r te s  th o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  way t o  su sp e n d  ju d g e m e n t in v o lv e d  

su p p o s in g  t h e  o p p o s i t e  i n  o r d e r  to  b a la n c e  o n e 's  n a t u r a l  i n c l i n a t i o n  to  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  w o r ld  e x i s t s .  H u s s e r l 's  r o u t e  i s  d i f f e r e n t  ( s e e  I d e a s ,  

p p .  9 7 -9 8 ) .

My i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  w h ic h  t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l

r e d u c t io n  r e q u i r e s  t h e  c o n c e i v a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  s k e p t i c ' s  p o s i t i o n  w i th o u t

a t  th e  same t im e  s u g g e s t in g  t h a t  t h e  s k e p t i c 's  d o u b t i s  r e a s o n a b le ,  i s

c o n firm e d  by  th e  f o l lo w in g  p a s s a g e . H u s s e r l  i s  e x p la in in g  t h a t  h i s  s o -

c a l l e d  " id e a l i s m "  i s  n o t  opp o sed  t o  r e a l i s m .

Our phenomenological idealism does not deny the positive existence 
o f  the real (realen) world and of nature.... That it Che worlcQ 
exists— given as it is as a universe out there (daseiendes) in an 
experience that is continuous, and held persistently together 
through a thread of widespread unanimity— that is quite indubitable.
I t  i s  q u i t e  a n o th e r  c o n s id e r a t io n ,  a l th o u g h  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  th e  
d i s c u s s io n s  i n  t h e  t e x t  o f  t h i s  w ork o n e  o f  g r e a t  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  
im p o r ta n c e , t h a t  t h e  c o n tin u a n c e  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  u n d e r  
su c h  form  o f  u n i v e r s a l  ag reem en t- i s  a  m ere ( a l th o u g h  r e a s o n a b le )  
p re s u m p tio n , and  t h a t  a c c o r d in g ly  t h e  n o n - e x i s te n c e  o f  t h e  w o rld  
a l th o u g h ,  and  w h i l s t  i t  i s  i n  p o i n t  o f  f a c t  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  a  
unanim ous e x p e r ie n c e ,  a lw a y s  rem a in s  t h in k a b le  ( I d e a s ,  p . 14 , seco n d  
and t h i r d  em phases m in e ) .

H ere  H u s s e r l  s a y s  j u s t  w ha t o n e  w ould  e x p e c t  h im  t o  s a y  on  my i n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n :  T he e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  w o rld  i s  i n d u b i t a b l e .  T h u s , th e  s k e p t i c ' s

d o u b t o f  th e  w o r l d 's  e x i s t e n c e  i s  m n re a s o n a b le .  T h is  a l s o  e x p la in s  

why H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t  c h a r a c t e r i z e  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  r e d u c t io n  a s  

d o u b tin g  th e  w o r l d 's  e x i s t e n c e .  H u s s e r l  c o n t r a s t s  t h e  s k e p t i c ' s  d o u b t 

w i t h  th e  c o n c e i v a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  s k e p t i c 's  p o s i t i o n ,  w h ich  i s  o f  " g r e a t  

p h i lo s o p h i c a l  im p o r ta n c e " . I  s u g g e s t  t h a t  H u s s e r l  r e g a r d e d  i t  a s  

p h i lo s o p h i c a l ly  s i g n i f i c a n t  b e c a u s e  t h e  c o n c e i v a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  s k e p t i c ' s  

p o s i t i o n  i s  r e q u i r e d  b y  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n .  T h is  i s  c o n firm e d
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b y  H u s s e r l* s  rem ark  t h a t  t h e  s k e p t i c ' s  p o s i t i o n  i s  t h i n k a b l e . T h u s , i t  

i s  no  s u r p r i s e  t o  f i n d  t h a t  H u s s e r l  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  r e d u c 

t i o n  i n  te rm s  o f  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  d o u b t t h e  n a t u r a l  s t a n d p o i n t .

2 1 . A C l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  a  P r e s u p p o s i t i o n

I  s a id  t h a t  H u s s e r l  c a n n o t  su sp e n d  t h e  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  p r e 

s u p p o s i t io n  t h a t  t h e r e  m u st p o s s ib l y  e x i s t  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s .  T h is  r e q u i r e s  

c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  J u s t  w h a t d o e s  'H u s s e r l  p r e s u p p o s e s  t h a t  t h e r e  m u st 

p o s s ib l y  e x i s t  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  from  t h e  o u t s e t  o f  h i s  a n a l y s e s ’ mean?

A c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p o i n t  s h o u ld  e l u c i d a t e  a n o th e r  p o i n t  t h a t  I  

m ade, t h a t  H u s s e r l  i s  p h i lo s o p h i c a l l y  co m m itted  t o  th e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  

a  l o g i c a l l y  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e .

I n  p a r t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  m eans t h a t  'o t h e r  s u b je c t s  

e x i s t '  i s  n e i t h e r  s e l f - c o n t r a d i c t o r y  n o r  im p l ie s  a  c o n t r a d i c t i o n .  B u t 

t h a t  i s  n o t  a l l .  W hat, a f t e r  a l l ,  d o e s  th e  te rm  'o t h e r  s u b j e c t s '  m ean 

i n  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  ' o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  p o s s ib l y  e x i s t ' ,  i n s o f a r  a s  t h e  

p r o p o s i t i o n  p e r t a i n s  t o  phenom enology? Does i t  m ean, a s  H u s s e r l  s u g g e s t s  

i n  one p a s s a g e  i n  F o rm al and  T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic , ''e v ery  human b e in g  

o r  q u a s i-h u m a n  b e in g ' (FTL, p .  2 2 6 )?  No. To b e  f a i r  to  H u s s e r l ,  I  

s h o u ld  n o te  t h a t  h e  i s  c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

l o g i c i a n  i n  th e  p a s s a g e  j u s t  c i t e d .  He i s  n o t  a s s e r t i n g  a  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  

t h e s i s  a b o u t  th e  g e n u in e  s e n s e  o f  'o t h e r  s u b j e c t s '  a s  i t  p l a y s  a  r o l e  

I n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  la n g u a g e , s c i e n c e ,  and  o b j e c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  w o r ld .  

W hat, t h e n ,  does i t  mean?

The p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l t r u t h  t h a t  we t a k e  t h e  w o r ld  and  o u r  know

le d g e  o f  i t  to  b e  p u b l i c l y  a c c e s s i b l e  i s  a  c lu e  f o r  a s c e r t a i n i n g  th e
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s e n s e  o f  'o t h e r  s u b j e c t s '  i n  p h enom eno logy . T h e se  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  a r e  

s u b j e c t s  f o r  whom t h e  w o r ld  e x i s t s  an d  i s  g iv e n  i n  h a rm o n io u s  e x p e r ie n c e .  

T h e se  o th e r  s u b j  e c t s  a r e  s u b j  e c t s  f o r  whom t h e r e  a r e  t r u t h s  t h a t  a r e  

c o n firm e d  b y  e v id e n c e . I n  s h o r t ,  t h e s e  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  a r e  c o n d i t io n s  

f o r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o u r  c o n c e p ts  o f  k n o w led g e  an d  t h e  w o r ld .  S in c e  

t h i s  i s  s o ,  'o t h e r  s u b j e c t s '  c a n n o t  b e  synonym ous w i th  'e y e r y  human 

b e in g  o r  q u a s i-h u m a n  b e i n g ' .  F o r  t o  i d e n t i f y  som eone a s  a  human b e in g  

i s  t o  i d e n t i f y  h im  a s  so m e th in g  i n  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld .  S in c e  t h i s  i s  

s o ,  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  som eone a s  a  hum an b e in g  p re s u p p o s e s  t h e  p r i o r  

c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld .  B u t t h e  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  i n  q u e s t i o n  

h e r e  a r e  a  c o n d i t io n  f o r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  s e n s e  'o b j e c t i v e  w o r l d ' .  

T h u s , th e  s e n s e  ' o t h e r  s u b j e c t s '  t h a t  we a r e  a n a ly z in g  h e r e  m u s t b e  

p r i o r ,  i n  some s e n s e ,  t o  ' e v e ry  hum an b e i n g ' . I t  i s  no  s u r p r i s e  to  

f i n d  t h a t  H u s s e r l  s a y s  e x a c t ly  t h i s  i n  t h e  f i f t h  m e d i t a t i o n .  "T hey  

(g e n u in e  d i f f i c u l t i e ^  l i e ,  a c c o r d in g ly ,  i n  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  c l a r i f i c a 

t i o n  o f  e x p e r ie n c in g  '  som eone e l s e ' — i n  t h e  s e n s e  i n  w h ic h  t h e  o t h e r  h a s  

n o t  y e t  a t t a i n e d  th e  s e n s e  'm an ' "  (CM, p .  1 0 8 , e m p h a s is  m in e ) .

One f i n d s  my a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  s e n s e  'o t h e r  s u b j e c t '  i n  F o rm al and

Transcendental Logic.
L e t  u s  s t a r t  from  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  f o r  u s — s t a t e d  m ore  d i s t i n c t l y :  f o r
me q u a  ego— th e  w o r ld  i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a s  'O b j e c t i v e '  ( i n  t h e  ab o v e  
s t a t e d  s e n s e :  t h e r e  f o r  e v e ry o n e ) ,  sh o w in g  i t s e l f  to  b e  t h e  way i t  i s ,
i n  a n  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  c o g n i t i v e  com m unity . I t  f o l lo w s  t h a t  a  s e n s e  
o f  ' e v e ry o n e ' m ust a l r e a d y  b e  c o n s t i t u t e d ,  r e l a t i v e  to  w h ic h  a n  
O b je c t iv e  w o r ld  ca n  b e  O b je c t iv e .  T h is  im p l ie s  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  and  
fu n d a m e n ta l s e n s e  o f  'e v e r y o n e ' (an d  t h e r e f o r e  o f  ' o t h e r s ' )  c a n n o t  b e  
t h e  u s u a l ,  th e  h i g h e r - l e v e l ,  s e n s e :  n am ely  th e  s e n s e  'e v e r y  human
b e i n g ' ,  w h ich  r e f e r s  t o  so m e th in g  i n  t h e  O b je c t iv e  w o r ld  an d  t h e r e f o r e  
a l r e a d y  p re s u p p o s e s  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h a t  w o r ld  (FTL, p .  2 4 0 ) .

H u s s e r l  s h o u ld  n o t  h a v e  p u t  t h e  p o i n t  i n  te rm s  o f  r e f e r e n c e .  Two n o n -

synoiçrmous expressions can refer to the same thing. So, the fact that
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t h e  fu n d a m e n ta l s è n s e  o f  ’ ev eryone*  i s  p r i o r  t o  a n d  n o t  synonym ous w i th

'e v e r y  human b e in g ' d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h e  r e f e r e n t  ( i f  an y ) o f  t h a t

e x p r e s s io n  i s  d i f f e r e n t .  The s e n s e  'e v e r y o n e ' c a n  h a v e  th e  sam e r e f e r e n t

a s  'e v e r y  human b e i n g ' ;  w h a t i t  c a n n o t  h a v e  i s  th e  sam e s e n s e , s i n c e

t h e  o b j e c t i v i t y  o f  th e  w o r ld  ( in c lu d in g  th o s e  human b e in g s )  i s  r e l a t i v e  to

t h a t  s e n s e  o f  'e v e r y o n e '.  I n  f a c t ,  H u s s e r l 's  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n

o f  som eone e l s e  i n  th e  f i f t h  m e d i t a t io n  su p p o s e s  t h a t  t h e  r e f e r e n t s  a r e

u s u a l l y  t h e  sam e. F o r o n e 's  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a n o t h e r 's  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l

s i i b j a c t i v i t y  ( i . e . ,  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  i n  t h e  fu n d a m e n ta l  s e n s e )  i s  d e p e n d e n t

on  t h e  b o d i ly  p r e s e n c e  o f  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  ( i n s o f a r  a s  t h a t  s u b j e c t  i s

g iv e n  i n  p e r c e p t i o n ) .

I n  t h a t  c a s e  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  and  a p p e r c e p t io n  w h ic h  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n t e r e s t s  u s — nam ely  a p p e r c e p t io n  o f  t h e  a l t e r  ego by t h e  ego—  
p a i r i n g  f i r s t  comes a b o u t  when t h e  O th e r  e n t e r s  my f i e l d  o f  p e r 
c e p t io n  (CM, p .  1 1 3 ) .

T h u s , n u m e r ic a l ly  t h e  same th in g  c a n  b e  ( a n d ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s ,

i s )  t h e  ( i n t e n t i o n a l )  r e f e r e n t  o f  t h e  two s e n s e s  ' t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  s u b j e c t '

and  ' a  human b e in g  o r  q u a s i-h u m a n  b e i n g ' .  When I  p e r c e iv e  y o u , f o r  ex am p le ,

I  i d e n t i f y  you  a s  b o th  a  human b e in g  (a n  e n t i t y  " in "  t h e  w o r ld )  an d  a s  a

s u b j e c t  f o r  whom t h e  w o rld  " i s  t h e r e "  ( i . e . ,  a  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  s u b j e c t ) .

2 2 . H u s s e r l 's  P u b l ic  L anguage

H u s s e r l 's  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  com m itm ents ( a s  o p p o sed  to  h i s  p r a c t i c a l

o n e s )  r e g a r d in g  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  h a v e  b e e n  c l a r i f i e d .  We h a v e  s e e n  t h a t  

H u s s e r l  i s  p h i lo s o p h i c a l ly  co m m itted  t o  t h e  t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e r e  m u s t p o s s ib l y  

e x i s t  o th e r  s u b j e c t s .  T h a t i s  t h e  c o n se q u e n c e  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  

t h e r e  c a n n o t b e  any  l o g i c a l l y  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e . The p o s i t i o n  t h a t  o th e r  

s u b je c t s  a c t u a l l y  e x i s t  i s  n o t  a  c o n se q u e n c e  o f  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  o f  l o g i c a l l y
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p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e s ,  a s  we h a v e  s e e n .  B u t a  r e l e v a n t  q u e s t i o n  re m a in s  

u n an sw ered .

I  h a v e  n o t  r e f e r r e d  t o  H u s s e r l ’ s  p u b l i c  la n g u a g e . Y e t I  h a v e  

a rg u e d  t h a t  one  i s  n o t  e n t i t l e d  to  s a y  t h a t  h i s  la n g u a g e  i s  c o n t in g e n t ly  

p r i v a t e  o r  p u b l i c ,  i f  one  t a k e s  i n t o  a c c o u n t  o n ly  H u s s e r l ’ s  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  

t h e s e s .  S in c e  t h e r e  i s  ( t o  my k n o w led g e , a t  l e a s t )  no i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

o f  W i t t g e n s t e i n 's  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e  a rg u m en t a c c o r d in g  to  w h ic h  e i t h e r  

c o n t in g e n t ly  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e s  o r  p u b l i c  la n g u a g e s  a r e  o b j e c t io n a b l e  

( o th e r  th a n  C u n n in g h am 's , who p r e s e n t s  b a d  a rg u m e n ts  a g a i n s t  w h a t s h e  

t a k e s  to  b e  H u s s e r l ’ s  c o n t in g e n t ly  p r i v a t e  l a n g u a g e ) ,  H u s s e r l 's  p o s t 

r e d u c t io n  la n g u a g e  i s  u n s c a th e d  by  any  ( r e a s o n a b le )  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e  

a rg u m e n t.

B u t s i n c e  I  h a v e  a rg u e d  t h a t  i t  i s  a n  o p en  q u e s t io n  w h e th e r  

H u s s e r l ’ s  p o s t - r e d u c t io n  la n g u a g e  i s  p u b l i c  o r  c o n t in g e n t ly  p r i v a t e ,  

i t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  a s k  "W hat i s  t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  e n t i t l i n g  t h i s  

s e c t i o n  'H u s s e r l ’ s  P u b l ic  L a n g u a g e '? " . S uppose  t h a t  we abandon  th e  

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l a t t i t u d e  f o r  th e  t im e  b e in g ,  s o  t h a t  we a r e  no lo n g e r  

b a r r e d  from  m aking c la im s  a b o u t  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r s ,  and a s k  " I s  

H u s s e r l ’ s  p o s t - r e d u c t io n  la n g u a g e  u n d e rs to o d  ( n o t  u n d e r s ta n d a b le , s in c e  

we h a v e  a l r e a d y  an sw ered  t h a t  q u e s t io n )  b y  a  num ber o f  s u b j e c t s ? " .  The 

a n sw e r, o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  " y e s " .  I t  i s  i n  t h i s  s e n s e  t h a t  H u s s e r l ’ s  

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l la n g u a g e  i s  p u b l i c .

Of c o u r s e ,  we m u st d i s t i n g u i s h  t h i s  o b s e r v a t io n  from  a  n o n - 

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l p o in t  o f  v ie w  from  t h e  s o r t  o f  la n g u a g e  t o  w h ich  H u s s e r l  

i s  com m itted  by  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n .  B ut o n c e  we u n d e rs ta n d  t h a t  

i t  i s  p h i lo s o p h i c a l ly  in d e te r m in a te  w h e th e r  H u s s e r l 's  p o s t - r e d u c t io n
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la n g u a g e  i s  p u b l i c  o r  c o n t in g e n t ly  p r i v a t e ,  we s e e  t h a t  i t  i s  im p la u s ib le  

t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l la n g u a g e  i s  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  o b j e c t io n s  

t o  a  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e .
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CHAPTER I I I

NOTES

1 .  R e a d e rs  who a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i th  H u s s e r l ’ s  p h i lo s o p h y  w i l l  r e c o g n iz e  
t h a t  Cunningham  h a s  m i s i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  r e d u c t io n .  T h is  
i s  n o t  a  q u o t a t io n  o u t  o f  c o n te x t .  C f. LPR, p .  1 4 , and  h e lo w .

2 .  T h ro u g h o u t t h i s  d i s c u s s io n  I  som etim es s a y  " l o g i c a l  c o n n e c t iv e  te r m s " ,  
w h e re a s  a t  o th e r  t im e s  I  s a y  " l o g i c a l  c o n n e c t iv e s " .  T h is  a m b ig u ity  c a n  
b e  e x p la in e d  a s  f o l lo w s :  I  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw e en  l o g i c a l  c o n n e c t iv e s
an d  l o g i c a l  c o n n e c t iv e  te r m s ,  e x c e p t  w here  I  c i t e  C unningham , who d o e s  
n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h  be tw een  them . E v id e n t ly  s h e  r e g a r d s  l o g i c a l  c o n n e c t iv e s  
a s  n o th in g  b u t  te rm s  o r  sy m b o ls , s in c e  sh e  s a y s  t h a t  l o g i c a l  c o n n e c t iv e s  
( f a t h e r  th a n  l o g i c a l  c o n n e c t iv e  te rm s)  do n o t  r e f e r .  B u t i t  seem s to  
me t h a t  o n e  o u g h t to  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw e en  ( s a y )  c o n ju n c t io n  and  t h e  
v a r i o u s  sym bo ls f o r  i t  i n  fo rm a l  la n g u a g e s .

3 .  I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw e en  H u s s e r l ’ s  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  t h e s e s  
and  h i s  o r d in a r y  c o n v ic t io n s ,  w h ich  p la y  no  r o l e  i n  h i s  p h i lo s o p h y .  My 
d i s c u s s io n  o f  s o l ip s i s m  and  la n g u a g e  be low  in v o lv e s  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n .

4 .  R o b e r t  Solom on m i s i n t e r p r e t s  H u s s e r l ’ s  p o s t - r e d u c t i o n  la n g u a g e  j u s t  
a s  Cunningham  d o e s ,  i n  a n  o th e r w is e  f i n e  a r t i c l e .  " S i m i l a r l y ,  H u s s e r l ’ s 
la n g u a g e , i n s o f a r  a s  i t  i s  a  ’p r i v a t e '  la n g u a g e ,  i s  w h a t C a s te n e d a  h a s  
c a l l e d  s t r i c t l y  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e , a  la n g u a g e  a l l  o f  w hose te rm s  ( i . e . , 
a l l  o f  w hose r e f e r r i n g  te rm s)  r e f e r  t o  p r i v a t e  o b j e c t s "  ("HPL" p . "2 1 5 ).

5 .  F o r  a  som ewhat m ore d e t a i l e d  e l a b o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  
H u s s e r l ’ s  th e o r y  o f  m ean ing  and  l o g i c a l l y  p r i v a t e  l a n g u a g e s ,  s e e  J .  N. 
M ohanty’ s  " H u s s e r l 's  T heo ry  o f  M ean in g " , i n  H u s s e r l :  E x p o s i t io n s  and
A p p r a i s a l s , e d .  F . E l l i s t o n  and P . McCormick (N o tre  Dame, 1 9 7 7 ) . I  h a v e  
d i s c u s s e d  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw een  e v id e n c e ,  t r u t h ,  and  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  
i n  somewhat m ore d e t a i l  i n  " H u s s e r l 's  P ro b le m  o f  I n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y " ,  
fo r th c o m in g  i n  J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  S o c ie ty  f o r  P henom enology .



CHAPTER IV 

EVIDENCE AND TRUTH

1 . I n t r o d u c t i o n

So f a r  I  h a v e  d i s c u s s e d  o n ly  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  s c ie n c e .  

The t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n te n t  o f  a  s c ie n c e  i s  a  body  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  d i s 

e m b a rra sse d  o f  a l l  c o n t in g e n t  t h in k e r s  and  o c c a s io n s  o f  ju d g e m e n t. 

N e v e r th e le s s ,  s c ie n c e  a r o s e  somehow from  s c i e n t i f i c  a c t i v i t y ,  w h ic h  

n e c e s s a r i l y  in c lu d e s  t h e  u s e  o f  la n g u a g e  i n  o r d e r  to  e x p re s s  th e  th e o 

r e t i c a l  c o n te n t  o f  a  s c ie n c e .  I n  t h e  p r e v io u s  c h a p te r ,  a c c o r d in g ly ,

I  d e fe n d e d  H u s s e r l ’ s  n o n - s u b s t a n t i v a l  th e o r y  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  and  

a rg u e d  t h a t  i t  i s  in d e t e r m in a t e  w h e th e r  H u s s e r l ’ s  p o s t - r e d u c t i o n  l a n 

g u ag e  i s  p u b l i c  o r  c o n t i n g e n t l y  p r i v a t e .  T h a t m uch a b o u t  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  

phenom enology a s  a  s c ie n c e  h a s  b e e n  r e n d e r e d  c l e a r .

B u t a  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  ’ s c i e n c e ’ i n  th e  n e u t r a l  s e n s e  c a n n o t  

b e  a c c o m p lish e d  w i th o u t  c o n s id e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e l a t e d  c o n c e p t  o f  an  

o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t .  A body o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  e x p re s s e d  i n  a  l a n 

g u ag e  i s  n o t  a  s u f f i c i e n t  c o n d i t io n  f o r  s c i e n c e ,  s i n c e  any  l i s t  o f  

p r e j u d i c e s  a b o u t ,  s a y ,  human n a t u r e ,  s a t i s f i e s  th o s e  c o n d i t i o n s .  M ore 

i s  p l a i n l y  r e q u i r e d .  A s c ie n c e  i s  ( o s t e n s i b l y ,  a t  l e a s t )  a  body  o f  

t r u t h s  a b o u t  a  u n i t a r y  p r o v in c e .  We r e g a r d  th o s e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  a s  t r u e  

b e c a u s e  we p o s s e s s  e v id e n c e . I  p ro p o se  to  d e v o te  t h i s  c h a p te r  to  a
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c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  b o th  f e a t u r e s  o f  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s  ( d is c u s s e d  

i n  c h a p te r  tw o ) , w h ich  i s  a n  a n a ly s i s  o f  t h e  c o n c e p ts  o f  'e v id e n c e *  and 

' t r u t h * .

H u s s e r l  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  h i s  th e o r y  o f  e v id e n c e  and t r u t h  i n  L o g ic a l

I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  f u r t h e r  r e f in e m e n ts .

I  do n o t  f i n d  t h a t  s u f f i c i e n t  a t t e n t i o n  h a s  b e e n  p a id  to  t h e  
c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  e v id e n c e  and o f  a l l  t h e  p e r t i n e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
b e tw e en  m ere  ' i n t e n t i o n *  and  ' f u l f i l l m e n t ' ,  w h ic h  w as f i r s t  
e f f e c t e d  i n  th e  L o g is c h e  U n te rsu c h u n g e n  I I . T e i l , and d e e p en ed  i n  
my Id e e n  (FTL, p . 1 6 2 ) .

E lse w h e re  H u s s e r l  m akes a  s p e c i f i c  c r i t i c i s m  o f  h i s  th e o r y  o f  t r u t h  i n

th e  "P ro le g o m e n a " .

A m ore s e r i o u s  f a u l t  o f  t h e  ' P ro le g o m e n a ' i s ,  b y  t h e  w ay, th e  
f o l lo w in g :  I n  c o n n e x io n  w i th  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  t r u t h  t h e  m o d a l i t i e s
o f  t r u t h  a r e  n o t  m e n tio n e d , and  p r o b a b i l i t y  i s  n o t  c i t e d  a s  o n e  o f  
them  (FTL, p . l O l n ) .

One o f  t h e  q u e s t io n s  w h ich  w as l e f t  u n a n sw e re d  i n  L o g ic a l  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  

i s  "How do we know t h a t  we h a v e  s e l f - e v i d e n c e  w hen we d o ? " . H u s s e r l 's  

p o s i t i o n  i n  L o g ic a l  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  seem s t o  b e  t h a t  s e l f - e v i d e n c e  i s  i t s  

own c r i t e r i o n .  B u t t h i s  i s  p h i lo s o p h i c a l ly  u n s a t i s f y i n g , f o r ,  a s  N aess 

h a s  p o in te d  o u t ,  " . . . t h e r e  i s  n o th in g  i n  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  by  H u s s e r l  

t h a t  e l im in a te s  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  m is ta k in g  k now ledge  o f  l e s s  th a n  

t h e  s t r i c t e s t  k in d  f o r  a  p ie c e  o f  know ledge  o f  t h e  s t r i c t e s t  k in d "  (RHLI, 

p .  7 2 ) .  We demand some f u r t h e r  e p is t e m o lo g ic a l  a n a ly s e s  to  accom pany 

H u s s e r l 's  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  s e l f - e v i d e n c e .  H u s s e r l  t r i e s  t o  an sw er t h i s  

q u e s t i o n  i n  F orm al and  T ra n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic . Of c o u r s e ,  a  r e s p o n s e  to  

t h i s  q u e s t i o n  r e q u i r e s  a  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l m e th o d , s i n c e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  

a b o u t how we c a n  d i s t i n g u i s h  one  phenom enon from  a n o th e r .  To a n sw er t h i s  

q u e s t i o n ,  i t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  a d o p t  th e  f i r s t - p e r s o n  s t a n d p o in t  o f  t h e  

one f o r  whom t h e r e  i s  e v id e n c e , to  r e f r a i n  fro m  m ak ing  s t r a ig h t f o r w a r d
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ju d g e m e n ts  a b o u t  w h a t i s  a c t u a l l y  t h e  c a s e  a s  opposed  t o  w h a t o n ly  

a p p e a r s  to  b e  t h e  c a s e ,  so  t h a t  we may d e s c r i b e  and  a n a ly z e  t h e  d i f f e r - i  

e n c e s  among th e  phenom ena. The q u e s t io n  h e r e  i s  "W hat a r e  t h e  phen

o m e n o lo g ic a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw een  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  so m e th in g  a s  

g e n u in e  e v id e n c e  and  t h e  ta k in g  o f  so m e th in g  a s  d e c e p t iv e  e v id e n c e ? " .

I n  t h i s  w ay, we c a n  o b ta in  c l a r i t y  a b o u t  o u r  c o n c e p ts  o f  g e n u in e  and 

d e c e p t iv e  e v id e n c e , and th u s  a b o u t  o u r  n o t io n s  o f  'w h a t  i s  a c t u a l l y  t h e

case*  an d  'w h a t  a p p e a r s  to  b e  t h e  c a s e ’ .

Once t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l s t a n d p o i n t  i s  a d o p te d , on e  c o n seq u e n c e  

i s  t h a t  my ta k in g  o f  so m e th in g  a s  e v id e n c e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  i t s  b e in g  

c a l l e d  " e v id e n c e " .  T h is  e x p la in s  H u s s e r l 's  u s e  o f  ' e v id e n c e ' and 

'e x p e r i e n c e '  i n te r c h a n g e a b ly  i n  many p a s s a g e s .  By 'e x p e r i e n c e '  H u s s e r l  

m eans

. . . t h e  p e rfo rm a n c e  i n  w h ich  f o r  me, t h e  e x p e r i e n c e r ,  e x p e r ie n c e d  
b e in g  ' i s  t h e r e ' ,  and  i s  t h e r e  a s  w h a t i t  i s ,  w i th  t h e  w h o le  
c o n te n t  and th e  mode o f  b e in g  t h a t  e x p e r ie n c e  i t s e l f ,  by  t h e  
p e rfo rm a n c e  g o in g  on  i n  i t s  i n t e n t i o n a l i t y ,  a t t r i b u t e s  to  i t  
(FTL, p . 2 3 3 ) .

I n  e v id e n c e , to o ,  so m e th in g  i s  t h e r e  f o r  me w i t h  a  d e te r m in a te  c o n te n t ,  

w h ich  may b e  e x p re s s e d  o r  n o t .  To h a v e  e v id e n c e ,  t h e n ,  i s  to  e x p e r ie n c e

i n  some way o r  o t h e r .  T h u s , on e  f i n d s  'e v i d e n c e ' and  ' e x p e r i e n c e '

u s e d  in te r c h a n g e a b ly  ( e . g . ,  FTL, p . 1 6 1 ) .

One may t h in k  t h a t  a d o p tin g  t h e  p o i n t  o f  v ie w  o f  t h e  j u d g e r ,  

a  s t a n d p o in t  w hereby  ta k in g  so m e th in g  to  b e  e v id e n c e  c o u n ts  a s  

e v id e n c e , r e n d e r s  on e  in c a p a b le  o f  m aking  th e  n e c e s s a r y  e p is te m o 

l o g i c a l  d i s t i n c t i o n s .  T h is  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e ,  a s  I  s h a l l  i l l u s t r a t e  w i th  

a n  exam ple . I  s h a l l  n o t  fo l lo w  th ro u g h  th e  a n a l y s i s  c o m p le te ly ,  a s  

I  s im p ly  w an t t o  p r o v id e  some i n t u i t i v e  g ro u n d s  f o r  f o l lo w in g  H u s s e r l  

i n  t h i s  m ove.
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T h is  m orn ing  I  w alked  i n t o  t h e  p h i lo s o p h y  d e p a r tm e n t  o f f i c e  to  

g e t  a  cup o f  c o f f e e .  On th e  way to  t h e  b a c k  room , I  g la n c e d  o v e r  my 

s h o u ld e r  and  saw a  l e t t e r  i n  my m a ilb o x . F o r  m e, i t  was e v id e n t  t h a t  

t h e r e  was a  l e t t e r  i n  my m a ilb o x . My p e r c e p tu a l  e x p e r ie n c e ,  i n  t h i s  

c a s e ,  was my e v id e n c e :  I  saw i t .  A f t e r  f i l l i n g  my c o f f e e  c u p , I

w alked  o v e r  t o  my m a ilb o x  to  p i c k  up t h e  l e t t e r ,  o n ly  to  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  

i t  was a  memo a b o u t a  ( th e n )  fo rth c o m in g  s p e a k e r .  F o r  m e, th e n ,  my 

f i r s t  e x p e r ie n c e  (fro m  th e  b a c k  o f  t h e  room) w as d e c e p t iv e  e v id e n c e .

I  r e i d e n t i f i e d  i t  a s  su c h  o n c e  I  o b ta in e d  b e t t e r  e v id e n c e , t h a t  o f  

h o ld in g  th e  memo i n  my h a n d s  and  r e a d in g  i t .  I  e x p e r ie n c e d  a  c o n f l i c t  

b e tw e en  my i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h a t  t h in g  i n  my m a ilb o x  a s  a  l e t t e r  and 

a s  a  memo. The l a t t e r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  to o k  p re c e d e n c e  f o r  me b e c a u s e  my 

p e r c e p tu a l  e x p e r ie n c e s  w e re  b e t t e r  and m ore h a rm o n io u s . A l l  o f  t h i s  

to o k  p la c e  from  ^  p o i n t  o f  v ie w , and a r e  d i f f e r e n c e s  among th e  way th in g s  

a p p e a r ,  th e  phenom ena. L ik e w ise , a l l  o f  t h i s  was p r e - r e f l e c t i v e ,  a t  

l e a s t  u n t i l  I  n o te d  t h a t  I  had  b e e n  m is ta k e n . A t l e a s t  t h e r e  was no 

e x p l i c i t  ju d g in g ,  w h ich  i s  n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e r e  c o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b e e n .

So, d i s t i n c t i o n s  b e tw e en  d e c e p t iv e  and  g e n u in e  e v id e n c e  can  

b e  made a lo n g  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l l i n e s .  (One c a n  c o n s u l t  o n e ’ s  own 

e x p e r ie n c e  and m u l t ip ly  exam ples o f  t h i s  s o r t ,  an d  im a g in e  many m o re .)

Of c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  open p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  my e v id e n c e  was d e c e p t iv e ,  

s i n c e  my e v id e n c e  was p e r c e p tu a l ;  how ev er, i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  im a g in e  

w h a t w ould  c o u n t  a g a i n s t  i t .  T h e re  a r e  o th e r  f a c t o r s  t h a t  I  h a v e  n o t  

m e n tio n e d , b u t  w hich  p la y  a  r o l e  i n  d raw in g  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e en  

d e c e p t iv e  and  g e n u in e  e v id e n c e  a lo n g  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l l i n e s .  I  m ig h t 

h a v e  s a id  " T h is  i s n ’ t  a  l e t t e r ;  i t ’ s  a  memo" to  t h e  s e c r e t a r y ,  who
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n i g h t  h a v e  s a id  " T h a t ’ s  r i g h t ;  t h e  m a i l  h a s n ’ t  a r r i v e d  y e t " ;  We s e e  

t h e  r o l e  o f  o th e r  s u b j e c t s  i n  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  b e tw e e n  g e n u in e  an d  d ecep 

t i v e  e v id e n c e  a n d , c o r r e s p o n d in g  to  t h a t ,  b e tw e e n  t r u t h  and  f a l s e h o o d .

H u s s e r l  m akes u s e  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  h o r iz o n  i n  h i s  th e o r y  o f  

e v id e n c e  and t r u t h  i n  F orm al and  T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic . T h is  i s  l a c k in g  

i n  L o g ic a l  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s . " I n  th e  L o g is c h e  U n te rsu c h u n g e n  I  s t i l l  

la c k e d  th e  th e o r y  o f  h o r i z o n - i n t e n t i o n a l i t y ,  t h e  a l l - d e t e r m i n i n g  r o l e  

o f  w h ich  was f i r s t  b ro u g h t  o u t  i n  t h e  Id e e n "  (FTL, p .  1 9 9 n ) . The u s e  

o f  t h a t  c o n c e p t i s  im p o r ta n t  and c o n s t i t u t e s  an  im provem en t i n  h i s  

th e o r y  o f  e v id e n c e  an d  t r u t h ,  a s  I  in te n d  t o  show .

2 . The D i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  F orm al A p o p h a n tic s  and  F o rm al O n to lo g y

B ut w ha t a r e  t h e  p r e c i s e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  e v id e n c e  and 

t r u t h  i n  Form al and T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic ?  Now t h a t  H u s s e r l ’ s  p o s i t i o n  

h a s  b e e n  o u t l i n e d ,  b y  c o n t r a s t i n g  i t  w i th  h i s  v ie w s  i n  L o g ic a l  

I n v e s t i g a t i o n s , t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  F o rm al and  T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  

L o g ic  c an  b e  e x p la in e d .  I  s h a l l  d i s c u s s  a  num ber o f  c e n t r a l  t h e s e s  

i n  t u r n .

S in c e  H u s s e r l ’ s  f i r s t  e x te n d e d  d i s c u s s io n  o f  t h e  c o n c e p ts  

’e v id e n c e ’ and ’ t r u t h ’ o c c u rs  w i th in  t h e  c o n te x t  o f  an  a t te m p t  to  

d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw een  fo rm a l a p o p h a n tic s  and  f o rm a l  o n to lo g y ,  t h e  f i r s t  

t h e s i s  I  s h a l l  d i s c u s s  i s :

1 . The d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  fo rm a l a p o p h a n t ic s  and  fo rm a l  

o n to lo g y  i s  a  f u n c t io n  o f  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  t h e  two 

s e n s e s  o f  ’ t r u t h ’ and  th e  two s e n s e s  o f  ’e v id e n c e ’ . The 

c o n c e p t ’fo rm a l  o n to lo g y ’ i s  a  c o r r e l a t e  o f  t h e  n a iv e  a t t i t u d e .
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whereas ’formal apophantics’ is constituted in the scientific 
attitude.

Of c o u r s e ,  i t  w i l l  n o t  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e s i s  1 f u l l y  u n t i l  I  

h a v e  s p e c i f i e d  t h e  p r e c i s e  s e n s e s  o f  ’ e v id e n c e ’ and  ’ t r u t h ’ t h a t  a r e  

m e n tio n e d . T h a t i s ,  I  s h a l l  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e s i s  1 u n t i l  I  h a v e  

e lu c id a t e d  a  num ber o f  o th e r  t h e s e s .  F o r  t h a t  r e a s o n ,  t h e s i s  1 i s  a  

good s t a r t i n g  p o i n t ,  a s  th e  o t h e r  c e n t r a l  p r o p o s i t i o n s  w i l l  b e  o rg a n iz e d  

a ro u n d  i t .

T h a t H u s s e r l  h e ld  t h e s i s  1 can  b e  s e e n  i n  t h e  f o l lo w in g  p a s s a g e :

O b v io u s ly  th e  two c o r r e l a t i v e  s e n s e s  o f  e v id e n c e  and  t h e  two 
c o r r e l a t i v e  s e n s e s  o f  t r u t h  t h a t  we c l e a r e d  up s i g n i f y  two 
c o r r e l a t i v e  s e n s e s  o f  fo rm a l  l o g i c : S t a r t i n g  w i th  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l
f o c u s in g  on ju d g e m e n ts  a s  a p o p h a n tic  m ea n in g s  o r  o p in io n s — t h a t  
i s  t o  s a y ,  g iv in g  p r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  c r i t i c i s m — we 
a c q u ir e  an  a p o p h a n tic  l o g i c , w h ic h , when f u l l y  a m p l i f i e d  Con th e  
s i d e  w here  l i e  th e  c a t e g o r i c a l  s e n s e - fo r m s )  to  i n c lu d e  th e  a p o p h a n tic  

. s e n s e - fo rm s  o f  t h e o r i e s ,  a t t a i n s  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  m a th e s is  u n i v e r s a l i s .
I f  we g iv e  p r e f e r e n c e  to  t h e  f o c u s in g  on p o s s i b l e  c a t é g o r i e l  
o b j e c t i v i t i e s  th e m s e lv e s  o r  t h e i r  fo rm s , we a r e  p u r s u in g  from  t h e  
v e r y  b e g in n in g  a  f o r m a l - o n to lo g ic a l  l o g i c , w h ic h  how ever w i l l  
o b v io u s ly  be  f o r c e d ,  f o r  r e a s o n s  o f  m e th o d , t o  make ju d g e m e n t-  

- s e n s e s  i n t o  o b j e c t s — th o u g h  o n ly  a s  a  m e a n s , w h e re a s  i t s  f i n a l  p u rp o s e  
c o n c e rn s  th e  o b j e c t s  (FTL, p .  1 4 7 ) .

T h is  way o f  d raw in g  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  fo rm a l  a p o p h a n t ic s

and  fo rm a l o n to lo g y  f i t s  H u s s e r l 's  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  s c ie n c e  w e l l :

" . . . I t  [^ s c ie n c e ^  m eans a  c e r t a i n  u n iv e r s e  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  a r o s e

somehow from  t h e o r e t i c a l  e f f o r t  and  h a v e  a  s y s te m a t ic  o r d e r  w h e re in  a

c e r t a i n  u n iv e r s e  o f  o b j e c t s  becom es d e te irm in e d "  (FTL, p .  1 0 3 ) .  F o r  i n

that passage Husserl partially specifies the sort of scientific activity
fro m  w hich  th e  s c ie n c e s  fo rm a l o n to lo g y  and  fo rm a l  a p o p h a n t ic s  a r o s e ,

r e s p e c t i v e l y .  W hatever t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  a c c i d e n t s  t h a t  h a v e  p la y e d  a  r o l e

i n  t h e  d eve lopm en t o f  t h e  s c ie n c e  c a l l e d  " fo r m a l  a p o p h a n t i c s " ,  we

know t h a t  t h a t  s c ie n c e  m ust h a v e  a r i s e n  fro m  s c i e n t i f i c  a c t i v i t y  i n  th e
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s c i e n t i f i c  a t t i t u d e . S in c e  fo rm a l  a p o p h a n t ic s  i s  a  s c ie n c e  o f  p o s s ib l y  

t r u e  ju d g e m e n ts , and s in c e  i t  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  t r u e  t h a t  i n  th e  

n a iv e  a t t i t u d e  one  i s  c o n s c io u s  o f  w h a t o n e ’ s  ju d g e m e n t i s  a b o u t 

r a t h e r  th a n  t h e  ju d g e m e n t i t s e l f , t h e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  s c ie n c e  fo rm a l  

a p o p h a n t ic s  i s  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e d  i n  t h e  n a iv e  a t t i t u d e .  Such  a  s c ie n c e  

r e q u i r e s  a  r e f l e c t i v e ,  s c i e n t i f i c  s t a n d p o i n t , s i n c e  i t  i s  i n  r e f l e c t i v e  

a c t s  t h a t  t h e  s e n s e  ’ju d g e m e n t’ ( ’p r o p o s i t i o n ’) i s  c o n s t i t u t e d .  C l e a r l y ,  

H u s s e r l ’ s  t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e  s e n s e  ’p ’ im p l ie s  how i t  i s  e x p e r ie n c e d  

( c o n s t i t u t e d )  i s . a t  w ork  h e r e .

The same h o ld s  f o r  fo rm a l o n to lo g y .  I t  i s  i n  t h e  n a iv e  a t t i t u d e  

t h a t  o b j e c t s ,  a s  o p p o sed  t o  t h e  s e n s e s  th ro u g h  w h ic h  we i n te n d  them , 

a r e  g iv e n .  Thus fo rm a l  o n to lo g y ,  o r  t h e  s c ie n c e  o f  p o s s i b l e  o b j e c t s ,  

a r o s e  from  s c i e n t i f i c  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  n a iv e  a t t i t u d e ,  s i n c e  i t  i s  i n  

t h a t  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  o b j e c t s  ( o b j e c t i v i t i e s ^ )  a r e  c o n s t i t u t e d .  B u t s in c e  

fo rm a l  a p o p h a n t ic s  and  fo rm a l o n to lo g y  a r e  two s i d e s  o f  one s c ie n c e —  

fo rm a l  l o g i c — i t  f o l lo w s  t h a t  fo rm a l l o g i c  a r o s e  fro m  s c i e n t i f i c  

a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  r e f l e c t i v e  and n a iv e  a t t i t u d e s .

3 . The P ro b lem  w h ic h  m o t iv a te s  t h e  D i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  F o rm al A p o p h a n tic s

and  F orm al O n to lo g y

B u t w hat i s  th e  p ro b lem  w h ich  p rom p ted  H u s s e r l  t o  a d o p t t h e s i s  

1? By c l a r i f y i n g  t h i s  p ro b le m , I  ca n  s p e c i f y  w h a t H u s s e r l  m eans by  

"m aking  ju d g e m e n ts  i n t o  o b j e c t s "  i n  t h e  p a s s a g e  c i t e d  a b o v e  (PTL, p .  1 4 7 ) .

H u s s e r l  i s  d e fe n d in g  th e  t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  two s i d e s  to  

fo rm a l  l o g i c :  fo rm a l  a p o p h a n tic s  and  fo rm a l o n to lo g y .  B ut a t  t h i s

p o i n t  a  p ro b le m  a r i s e s .  F orm al a p o p h a n t i c s ,  o r  t h e  f o rm a l  th e o r y  o f
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p o s s ib l y  t r u e  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  i s  a t  t h e  same t im e  a  fo rm a l  o n to lo g y ,  w h ic h  

s e t s  down th e  c o n d i t io n s  f o r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  an y  o b j e c t  w h a te v e r  

(FTL, p .  1 4 4 ) . Ju d g em en ts  c o h e re  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  s u b s t r a t e s ,  w h ic h  a r e  

o b j e c t s  (FTL, p .  1 2 0 ) .  A s t r i n g  i s  w e l l - f o r m e d ,  n o n - c o n t r a d i c to r y  and  

m akes s e n s e  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  i s  a  p o s s i b l e  o b j e c t  w h ic h  c an  b e  i t s  

r e f e r e n t .  F o r  ex am p le , 'P  i s  s e l f - c o n t r a d i c t o r y  b e c a u s e  t h e r e

c a n n o t b e  an y  o b je c t  ( s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s )  t h a t  s a t i s f i e s  t h a t  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  

and  v i c e  v e r s a .  B u t s in c e  a l l  t h e  o b j e c t s  a b o u t  w h ic h  we t h in k  

( ’ o b j e c t '  m aking  s e n s e  to  u s  o n ly  a s  t h e  p o s s i b l e  r e f e r e n t  o f  a  ju d g e 

m en t) a r e  ju d g e m e n ts  i n  t h e  a m p l i f i e d  s e n s e  ( o r ,  w h a te v e r  we p o s i t  i n  

j u d g in g ) ,  i t  seem s im p o s s ib le  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw e e n  fo rm a l  a p o p h a n t ic s  

and  fo rm a l o n to lo g y .

4 . H u s s e r l 's  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h i s  P ro b lem

The key  t o  r e s o l v in g  t h i s  p ro b le m  i s  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  two s e n s e s  

o f  t h e  te rm  ' o b j e c t ' .  H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t  do t h i s  i n  p a ra g ra p h  44 .

Rather, he distinguishes between two attitudes and points out that two 
different provinces are constituted therein. The following analysis, 
however, is consistent with and conforms to what Husserl does say.
We m ust d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw e en  'o b j e c t '  ( o b j e c t i v i t y ^ )  i n  t h e  b r o a d e r  s e n s e ,  

w h ic h  m eans ' any  p o s s i b l e  su b j e c t  o f  t r u e  p r e d i c a t i o n s ' ,  and  ' o b j e c t ' 

i n  t h e  n a rro w e r  s e n s e ,  w h ich  m eans 'a n y  p o s s i b l e  s u b j e c t  o f  t r u e  

p r e d i c a t i o n s  e x c e p t ju d g e m e n ts  ( p r o p o s i t i o n s ) ' .  'O b j e c t '  i n  t h e  

n a rro w e r  s e n s e  i s  w ha t I  t h in k  H u s s e r l  m eans by  ' s u b s t r a t e  o f  d e t e r 

m i n a t i o n s ' .  I n  t h e  b ro a d  s e n s e ,  p r o p o s i t i o n s  c o u n t a s  o b j e c t s ,  s i n c e  

I  c a n  n o t  o n ly  t a l k  a b o u t ,  s a y ,  a  r e d  h o u s e ,  b u t  a b o u t  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n
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'T h i s  h o u se  i s  r e d '  a s  w e l l .  O b v io u s ly , p r o p o s i t i o n s  do n o t  c o u n t a s  

o b j e c t s  i n  t h e  n a rro w e r  s e n s e .  Judg em en ts  ( p r o p o s i t i o n s )  a r e  th e  

o b j e c t s  o f  fo rm a l  a p o p h a n t ic s ,  w h e re as  t h e  p o s s i b l e  r e f e r e n t s  o f  

p r o p o s i t io n s  ( e x c lu d in g  u s e  o f  i n v e r t e d  commas and  n o m in a l iz a t io n )  

a r e  th e  o b j e c t s  o f  fom nal o n to lo g y .

Now s i n c e  'o b j e c t '  i n  th e  b r o a d e r  s e n s e  i s  e q u iv a l e n t  to  

' t h e  r e f e r e n t  o f  a  p o s s ib l e  i n t e n t i o n ' ,  o r  'a n y th in g  a b o u t w h ic h  we 

can  t h i n k ' , we can  u n d e rs ta n d  w hat H u s s e r l  m eans b y  "m aking ju d g e m e n ts  

i n t o  o b j e c t s "  Csee t h e  p a s s a g e  c i t e d  a b o v e ) . H u s s e r l  i s  r e f e r r i n g  to  

a  s h i f t  i n  s ta n d p o in t  w hereby  th e  ju d g e m e n t, r a t h e r  th a n  w hat i t  i s  

a b o u t ,  becom es t h e  th_m e o r  r e f e r e n t  o f  an  i n t e n t i o n .  T h u s , th e  

ju dgem en t "becom es" an  o b j e c t  i n  t h i s  s h i f t  t o  t h e  r e f l e c t i v e  s ta n d 

p o i n t ;  th e  ju d g em en t was th e  m eans o f  r e f e r r i n g  to  th e  s u b s t r a t e  p r i o r  

to  r e f l e c t i o n ,  b u t  becom es th e  r e f e r e n t  i t s e l f  i n  r e f l e c t i o n .  (The 

e q u iv a le n c e  o f  'a n y  p o s s i b l e  s u b je c t  o f  t r u e  p r e d i c a t i o n s '  and  ' t h e  

r e f e r e n t  o f  a  p o s s i b l e  i n t e n t i o n '  i s  a  c o n seq u e n c e  o f  H u s s e r l 's  t h e s i s  

t h a t  o b j e c t s  a r e  f o r  u s  o n ly  a s  p o s s ib l e  o b j e c t s  o f  ju d g e m e n ts .)  I  

can  s h i f t  from  th in k in g  a b o u t t h i s  r e d  h o u se  t o  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  th e  

p r o p o s i t io n  ( o r  ju d g em e n t)  'T h is  h o u se  i s  r e d ' .  'T h i s  h o u s e  i s  r e d '  

becom es th e  r e f e r e n t  o f  my i n t e n t i o n ,  and th u s  an  o b j e c t .  T hus, we 

can  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw een  fo rm a l a p o p h a n tic s  and fo rm a l o n to lo g y , j u s t  

a s  we c an  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw een  ju d g em e n ts  and  t h e i r  r e f e r e n t s .

The o b j e c t  i n  th e  n a rro w e r  s e n s e  re m a in s  i d e n t i c a l  th ro u g h o u t  

s y n t a c t i c a l  c h a n g e s , w h e re as  th e  o b j e c t  i n  th e  b r o a d e r  s e n s e  ch a n g es  

CFTL, p .  1 1 4 ) . I  c an  t a l k  a b o u t a  p a r t i c u l a r  h o u se  by  s a y in g  " T h is  

h o u se  i s  r e d " ,  o r  "The p r o p o s i t io n  'T h i s  h o u se  i s  r e d '  i s  t r u e " .
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o r  "T h a t t h i s  h o u se  i s  r e d  w i l l  p l e a s e  my w i f e " .  I n  t h e  b ro a d  s e n s e ,  

t h e  o b j e c t  ( o b j e c t i v i t y ^ )  c h a n g e s  from  a  t h i n g  to  a  p r o p o s i t i o n ,  and  

from  t h a t  t o  a  f a c t .  B u t t h e  s u b s t r a t e  o f  th o s e  d e te r m in a t io n s  i s  t h e  

sam e; i n  e a c h  c a s e  I  am t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a  h o u se  (how ever o b l iq u e ly  i n  

th e  l a t t e r  two c a s e s ) ,  ( s e e  FTL, p .  1 1 4 ) .

I  m en tio n e d  t h a t  H u s s e r l  w a n ts  t o  show how th e  r e s p e c t i v e  

p r o v in c e s  ( th e  two s o r t s  o f  o b j e c t s  m e n tio n e d  abo v e) a r e  c o n s t i t u t e d  

b y  th e  two d i f f e r e n t  s t a n d p o i n t s ,  t h e  n a iv e  and  s c i e n t i f i c .  To do 

t h i s ,  H u s s e r l  a d o p ts  t h e  s t a n d p o in t  o f  t h e  j u d g e r  f o r  whom so m e th in g  i s  

" t h e r e " .  I n  t h e  n a iv e  a t t i t u d e  one i s  u s u a l l y  u n c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  

c o g n i t io n ;  u n l e s s  I  e x p e r ie n c e  so m e th in g  t h a t  d i s r u p t s  th e  harm ony o f  

my e x p e r ie n c e ,  I  s im p ly  c o n t in u e  to  b e l i e v e .  "T hrough  s i g h t ,  to u c h ,  

h e a r in g ,  e t c . , i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  w ays o f  s e n s o r y  p e r c e p t i o n ,  c o r p o r e a l  

th in g s  somehow s p a t i a l l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  a r e  f o r  me s im p ly  t h e r e . . . "

( I d e a s ,  p . 9 1 ) .  T h is  d o e s  n o t  h o ld  o n ly  f o r  p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t s ,  o f  c o u r s e .  

N or d o es  i t  p r e c lu d e  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  my e x p e r ie n c e  w i l l  n o t  b e  

h a rm o n io u s , t h a t  t h in g s  w i l l  n o t  t u r n  o u t  to  b e  a s  I  su p p o s e d . (The 

m e m o - le tte r  exam ple above i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  p o i n t . )  B ut t h a t  i s  n o t  th e  

o n ly  way so m e th in g  can  b e  f o r  me; a f f i r m a t i o n  and  n e g a t io n  a r e  n o t  

e x c lu s iv e  d i s j u n c t s  h e r e .  S om eth ing  c an  b e  " m o d a liz e d "  i n  d i f f e r e n t  

w ays; f o r  m e, so m e th in g  c an  b e  d o u b t f u l ,  q u e s t i o n a b le ,  p re s u m a b le , o r  

p o s s ib l e  (FTL, p .  1 2 1 ) . I f  so m e th in g  becom es m o d a liz e d  i n  one  o f  t h e s e  

w ays f o r  a  s u b j e c t ,  t h a t  i s  u s u a l l y  t h e  m o t iv a t in g  c i r c u m s ta n c e  f o r  

i n t e r e s t  i n  v e r i f i c a t i o n ,  f o r  i n t e r e s t  i n  f i n d i n g  o u t  th e  way th in g s  

a c t u a l l y  a r e .

The c a t e g o r i a l  f o rm a tio n s  w h ich  p r e v io u s ly  w e re  s im p ly  e x i s t i n g
o b j e c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e  j u d g e r ,  and s im p ly  th e  same o n e s  w h i le



102

t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  c o n t in u e d ,  m u st b e  v e r i f i e d  b y  g o in g
o v e r  t o  th e  e v i d e n c e . . .  (FTL, p .  1 2 2 ) .

I t  i s  i n  t h e s e  s o r t s  o f  e x p e r ie n c e s — t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  d ish a rm o n y —  

t h a t  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  ' t h e  way I  su p p o s e  t h e  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  

i s '  ( " th e  su p p o sed  o b j e c t i v i t i e s  a s  su p p o s e d " )  and  'w h a t  i s  a c t u a l l y  

th e  c a s e ' ( " th e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  ' t r u e '  o r  ' a c t u a l '  o b j e c t i v i t i e s " )  i s  

i n i t i a l l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  (FTL, p .  1 2 2 ) . I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  v e r i f i c a 

t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  an  i d e n t i f y i n g  c o in c id e n c e  b e tw e e n  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  a f f a i r  

b e l i e v e d  i n  and  th e  o b j e c t i v e  a f f a i r  t h a t  i s  g iv e n  (FTL, p .  1 2 3 ) . B u t

t h e  i n t e r e s t  i n  v e r i f i c a t i o n  i s  o n ly  o c c a s io n a l  i n  t h e  n a iv e  a t t i t u d e .

H u s s e r l  h a s  beg u n  t o  show how th e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  b e tw e e n  ju d g e 

m en ts  i n  th e  a m p l i f ie d  s e n s e  ( e q u iv a le n t  to  o b j e c t i v i t y ^ )  and  o b j e c t s  

( s u b s t r a t e s  o r  'o b j e c t '  i n  t h e  n a rro w e r  s e n s e )  a n d , c o r r e s p o n d in g ly ,  

t h a t  be tw een  fo rm a l  a p o p h a n t ic s  and fo rm a l o n to lo g y ,  a r e  c o n s t i t u t e d .  

'Ju d g e m e n ts  i n  t h e  a m p l i f i e d  s e n s e ' m eans 'p o s i t a  g e n e r a te d  i n  a c t i v i t i e s  

o f  ju d g em e n t, i n  d o x ic  p o s i t i n g s ' .  (FTL, p .  1 2 0 ) . F o r  h e  h a s  j u s t  

shown how th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  'w h a t  I  su p p o se  i s  t h e  c a s e ' and  

'w h a t  i s  a c t u a l l y  t h e  c a s e ' i s  c o n s t i t u t e d ,  th e  fo rm e r  c o r r e s p o n d in g  

to  ju d g em e n ts  i n  t h e  a m p l i f i e d  s e n s e ,  w i th o u t  r e g a r d  to  w h e th e r  th e y  

a r e  t r u e  (o r  f a l s e ) .  The l a t t e r ,  w h ic h  i s  a  f u n c t i o n  o f  v e r i f i c a t i o n ,  

c o rre s p o n d s  to  a c t u a l  o b j e c t s  (a n d , a s  we s h a l l  s e e ,  one  s e n s e  o f  

' t r u t h ' ) .

B u t th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  'w h a t  I  (an y o n e ) s u p p o s e  to  b e  th e  

c a s e ' and 'w h a t  i s  a c t u a l l y  th e  c a s e '  i s  f u l l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  o n ly  i n  

th e  s c i e n t i f i c  a t t i t u d e ,  w h e re in  one c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  

b e tw een  h y p o th e s is  o r  s u p p o s i t i o n ,  and th e  f a c t  o f  t h e  m a t t e r .  T h is  

i s  s o ,  s i n c e  a  s c i e n t i s t  l e a d s  a  " t h e o r e t i c a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  l i f e  w i th
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v o c a t i o n a l  c o n s is te n c y "  (FTL, p .  1 2 4 ) .  S in c e  t h e  s c i e n t i s t ’ s  i n t e n t i o n

i s  a im ed  a t  c o g n i t io n ,  t h e  i d e a l  o f  c o g n iz in g  h i s  p r o v in c e

. . . s i g n i f i e s ,  f o r  t h e  s c i e n t i s t ,  n o th in g  e l s e  b u t  a c c e p t in g  
no  ju d g e m e n ts  a s  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s u l t s  e x c e p t  th o s e  t h a t  h a v e  
shown t h e i r  ' c o r r e c t n e s s *, t h e i r  ’ t r u t h ’ , by  a d e q u a t io n  to  
t h e  a f f a i r s  th e m s e lv e s  and  c an  b e  p ro d u c e d  a g a in  o r i g i n a l i t e r , 
a t  any  t im e ,  w i th  t h i s  c o r r e c t n e s s — t h a t  i s  to  s a y ,  by  a  
r e a c t u a l i z i n g  o f  t h e  a d e q u a t io n  (FTL, p .  1 2 4 ) .

The d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  'w h a t  I  t a k e  to  b e  t h e  c a s e ’ and ’w h a t

i s  a c t u a l l y  t h e  c a s e ' i s  f u l l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  i n  th e  s c i e n t i f i c

a t t i t u d e ,  s in c e  th e  s c i e n t i s t ’ s  i n t e r e s t  i n  v e r i f i c a t i o n  p ro m p ts

h im  to  d i s t r u s t  ev en  th e  e v id e n c e  t h a t  h e  h a s .

B u t y e t  a n o th e r  d i f f e r e n c e  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  th e  c o g n i t i o n a l  s t r i v i n g  
o f  th e  s c i e n t i s t  from  th e  n a iv e  c o g n i t i o n a l  s t r i v i n g  o f  th e  
n o n - s c i e n t i f i c  t h i n k e r .  The l a t t e r  ’m e re ly  lo o k s  and s e e s '  
w h e th e r  i t  i s  a c t u a l l y  th u s ;  a n d , i f  h e  s e e s ,  h e  i s  s a t i s f i e d .
The s c i e n t i s t ,  h o w e v e r, h a s  lo n g  b e e n  a p p r i s e d ,  n o t  o n ly  t h a t  
e v id e n c e  h a s  i t s  d e g re e s  o f  c l a r i t y ,  b u t  a l s o  t h a t  i t  may b e  
d e c e p t iv e  e v id e n c e .  C o n s e q u e n tly  t h e r e  e x i s t s  f o r  him  t h e  
f u r t h e r  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e en  su p p o se d  an d  g e n u in e  e v id e n c e  
(FTL, p .  1 2 5 ) .

I n  t h i s  w ay, a  s t a n d p o in t  c o n s t i t u t e s  a  s e n s e  ( i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  th e  

d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e en  ’w h a t i s  a c t u a l l y  t h e  c a s e '  and  'w h a t  I  t a k e  to  

b e  t h e  c a s e ' a n d , c o r r e s p o n d in g  to  t h a t ,  'd e c e p t i v e  e v id e n c e ’ and 

’ g e n u in e  e v id e n c e ’ ) .  The g o a l  o f  o b t a i n in g  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s ,  

w h ic h  i s  i n t r i n s i c  to  th e  s c i e n t i f i c  s t a n d p o i n t ,  p ro m p ts  t h e  s c i e n t i s t  

t o  draw  d i s t i n c t i o n s  on th e  b a s i s  o f  h i s  e x p e r ie n c e s  w h ic h , i n  t u r n ,  

c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n s .  C o r re s p o n d in g  to  t h e s e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  

i s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e en  ju d g e m e n ts  a n d  o b j e c t s  ( t h e  a c t u a l l y  

e x i s t e n t ) .  T h is  l a t t e r  d i f f e r e n c e  m arks t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  th e  

p r o v in c e s  o f  fo rm a l a p o p h a n t ic s  an d  f o rm a l  o n to lo g y ,  w h ich  i s  w h a t 

H u s s e r l  s e t  o u t  t o  show.
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5 . Two S e n s e s  o f  'T r u t h '  and  'E v id e n c e *

The c o n c e p ts  ' t r u t h *  and  'e v id e n c e '  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  v e r y  s t a t e 

m en t o f  t h e s i s  1 . I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  to  c l a r i f y  th o s e  c o n c e p ts  i n  o r d e r  

to  h a v e  a n  a d e q u a te  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e s i s  1 . L e t  u s  b e g in  

w i th  t h e  c o n c e p t '  t r u t h ' ,  w h ich  w i l l  q u i c k ly  becom e a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  

' e v i d e n c e '.

2 . T h e re  a r e  two s e n s e s  o f  ' t r u t h ' ,  w h ich  m ean ' a c t u a l i t y  o r  

t r u e  b e in g ' and  ' a  c o r r e c t  c r i t i c a l l y  v e r i f i e d  ju d g e m e n t ',  

r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The l a t t e r  i s  c a l l e d  " t h e  c r i t i c a l  c o n c e p t  o f  

t r u t h " .

Of c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  i s  t e x t u a l  e v id e n c e  f o r  s a y in g  t h a t  t h i s  i s  H u s s e r l 's  

p o s i t i o n :

The f i n a l  r e s u l t  o f  c r i t i c i s m — i d e a l l y  s p e a k in g — i s  e i t h e r  a  
' t r u t h '  o r  a ' f a l s i t y ' . H e re  a  t r u t h  s i g n i f i e s  a  c o r r e c t  
c r i t i c a l l y  v e r i f i e d  ju d g em e n t—v e r i f i e d  b y  m eans o f  an  
a d e q u a t io n  to  th e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  c a t e g o r i a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s  
' t h e m s e l v e s ' . . . .  B e s id e s  t h e  c r i t i c a l  c o n c e p t  o f  t r u t h ,  th e  
c o n c e p t o f  a  ju d g e m e n t 's  c o r r e c tn e s s  b y  v i r t u e  o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  
( p r e s e n t  o r  p a s t )  a d ju s tm e n t  to  t h e  i t s e l f - g i v e n  a c t u a l i t y ,  

we h a v e  th e n  th e  c o n c e p t o f  a c t u a l i t y ,  a s  t h e  s e c o n d  c o n c e p t  o f  
t r u t h . The t r u e  i s  now th e  a c t u a l l y  e x i s t e n t  o r  t h e  t r u l y  
e x i s t e n t , a s  th e  c o r r e l a t e  o f  th e  e v id e n c e  w h ic h  g iv e s  t h e  
a c t u a l i t y  i t s e l f  (FTL, p . 1 2 7 ) .

The c r i t i c a l  c o n c e p t  o f  t r u t h  i s  w h a t I  h a v e  b e e n  c a l l i n g

" s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h " ,  w h ich  i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  i n  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  a t t i t u d e .

Any r e s u l t  t h a t  s a t i s f i e s  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  c r i t i c a l  c o n c e p t  o f

truth is an objectively valid result. But just what does Husserl mean
by 'a correct critically verified judgement'? What, in particular, does
h e  m ean by ' c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n ' .  To a n sw e r t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s ,  we

m ust exam ine th e  s c i e n t i f i c  n o t io n  o f  e v id e n c e .  We n o te d  e a r l i e r  t h a t

th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e en  g e n u in e  and  d e c e p t iv e  e v id e n c e  i s  p a r t  o f  th e
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s c i e n t i s t ' s  n o t io n  o f  e v id e n c e . 'T h e  p r o c e s s  w hereby  t h e  s c i e n t i s t

d i s t i n g u i s h e s  b e tw een  d e c e p t iv e  and  g e n u in e  e v id e n c e ' i s  p a r t  o f  w h a t

H u s s e r l  m eans by  ' c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n ' .

H is  ju d g e m e n ts  m ust b e  v e r i f i e d  by  g e n u in e ,  by  m ax im a lly  p e r f e c t ,  
e v id e n c e ; and o n ly  a s  so  v e r i f i e d  s h a l l  th e y  b e  a d m it te d  among 
th e  r e s u l t s  o f  s c ie n c e  a s  th e o r y .  T h is  b r in g s  a b o u t  a  p e c u l i a r  
ju d g in g  p ro c e d u re  on  t h e  s c i e n t i s t ' s  p a r t ,  a  z ig z a g  ju d g in g ,  
so  to  s p e a k : f i r s t  m aking s t r a i g h t  f o r  t h e  g iv e n n e s s  o f  some
th in g  i t s e l f ,  b u t  th e n  g o in g  b a c k  c r i t i c a l l y  to  t h e  p r o v i s i o n a l  
r e s u l t s  a l r e a d y  o b ta in e d — w hereupon  h i s  c r i t i c i s m  m ust a l s o  
b e  s u b je c te d  to  c r i t i c i s m ,  and f o r  l i k e  r e a s o n s  (FTL, p .  1 2 5 ) .

I t  i s  n o te w o rth y  t h a t  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  c o n c e p t  o f  ' t r u t h '  i s  d e f in e d  i n

te rm s o f  c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n ,  and  th u s  i n  te rm s  o f  ' e v id e n c e ' . T h u s ,

i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  to  f i n d  t h a t  H u s s e r l  s a y s  t h a t  t r u t h  a c q u i r e s  i t s

le g i t im a c y  and  i t s  s e n s e  from  e v id e n c e . " I t  c o n ta in s  no s u b j e c t i v e  w ord

su c h  a s  'e v i d e n c e ' ,  th o u g h  t r u t h  and f a l s i t y  d e r i v e  t h e i r  s e n s e  and

le g i t im a c y  o r i g i n a l l y  from  e v id e n c e "  (FTL, p . 1 9 4 ) . Even i n  th e

following passage, where Husserl appears to define 'evidence' in terms
o f  ' t r u t h ' ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  ' e v id e n c e ' i s  t h e  m o st fu n d a m e n ta l n o t io n .

I n  th e  seco n d  and  c o r r e l a t i v e  s e n s e  e v id e n c e  s i g n i f i e s  i t s e l f -  
g iv e n n e s s  o f  th e  c o r r e c tn e s s  o f  t h e  j u d i c i a l  m ean in g , by v i r t u e  
o f  i t s  f i t t i n g  t h e  e v id e n c e  i n  th e  f i r s t  s e n s e :  t h a t  i s  to  s a y ,
th e  c a t e g o r i c a l  o b j e c t i v i t y  a s  i t s e l f  g iv e n  (FTL, p . 146, 
em phasis m in e ) .

I n  o r d e r  to  c l a r i f y  H u s s e r l ’ s  m eaning  i n  t h i s  p a s s a g e ,  i t  i s  

n e c e s s a ry  t o  s t a t e  e x p l i c i t l y  t h e  two s e n s e s  o f  ' e v id e n c e ' w h ich  a r e  

d is c u s s e d  i n  th e  p a s s a g e  a b o v e :

3 . T h e re  a r e  two s e n s e s  o f  ' e v id e n c e ' , w h ich  c o rre s p o n d  t o

th e  two s e n s e s  o f  ' t r u t h ' .  'E v id e n c e ' m eans e i t h e r  (1 )  ' t h e

h a v in g  o f  a c t u a l  o r  t r u e  b e in g  i t s e l f ,  o r  (2 ) ' t h e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  

o f  th e  c o r r e c tn e s s  o f  a  ju d g em en t when i t  f i t s  a  c o rre s p o n d in g  

a c t u a l i t y '  (FTL, p p . 128 , 1 4 6 ).
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'E v id en ce*  i n  th e  seco n d  s e n s e  ( h e r e a f t e r :  e v id e n c e ^ )  i s  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c

n o t io n  o f  e v id e n c e , w h ere  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  ju d g e m e n ts  and  

a c t u a l  s t a t e s  o f  a f f a i r s  i s  f u l l y  c o n s t i t u t e d .  A c c o rd in g ly ,  i t  i s  

c o r r e l a t e d  w i th  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  c o n c e p t  o f  ' t r u t h ' ,  o r  ' a  c o r r e c t  

c r i t i c a l l y  v e r i f i e d  j u d g e m e n t '. The f i t  b e tw e e n  ju d g em e n t and  a c t u a l i t y  

i s  a c h ie v e d  o n ly  by c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  L ik e w is e ,  '  e v id e n c e ' i n  th e  

f i r s t  s e n s e  ( h e r e a f t e r :  e v id e n c e ^ )  c o rr e s p o n d s  to  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  t r u t h

a s  a c t u a l i t y  o r  t r u e  b e in g .

6 . D ependence R e la t io n s h ip s  b e tw e e n  t h e  C o n c e p ts  'E v id e n c e *  and  'T r u t h '

B ut t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e tw e e n  th e  v a r io u s  c o n c e p ts  o f  ' e v id e n c e '

and ' t r u th *  a r e  n o t  t h a t  s im p le .  The s c i e n t i f i c  c o n c e p ts  o f  ' t r u t h '

and ' e v id e n c e ' a r e  p a r a s i t i c  upon  t h e  n o t io n  o f  t r u t h  a s  a c t u a l i t y  and

e v id e n c e  a s  th e  h a v in g  o f  a c t u a l  o r  t r u e  b e in g  i t s e l f .

As f o r  th e  seco n d  ( b u t  a t  b o tto m  th e  i n t r i n s i c a l l y  f i r s t ) 
c o n c e p t o f  t r u t h ,  t h a t  o f  a c t u a l i t y  Q 'ü r k l i c h k e i t Q  a s  
t r u e n e s s  o f  b e in g ,  we s t i l l  h a v e  to  t a k e  i n t o  c o n s id e r a t i o n  
i t s  p e c u l i a r  b r e a d th  (FTL, p .  128 , e m p h asis  m in e ) . .

The p a r a s i t i c  n a tu r e  o f  e v id e n c e ^  i s  a  c o n se q u e n c e  o f  t h e  p a s s a g e  i n  w hich

H u s s e r l  d e f in e s  'e v id e n c e ^ ' i n  te rm s  o f  ' ev idence^^ '  (C f . p r e v io u s  p a g e ;

FTL, p . 1 4 6 ). 'E v id e n ce *  a s  t h e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  t h e  c o r r e c tn e s s  o f  a

ju d g em en t i s  p o s s ib l e  o n ly  i f  i t  i s  a  g iv in g  o f  t h e  a f f a i r s  th e m s e lv e s .

H u s s e r l 's  f o u r t h  t h e s i s ,  th e n ,  i s :

4 . The s c i e n t i f i c  n o t io n s  o f  e v id e n c e  and t r u t h  d epend  on  th e

n o n - s c i e n t i f i c  ( o r  p r e - s c i e n t i f i c )  c o n c e p ts .

B ut w hat i s  t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e s i s  4? H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t

p ro v id e  an  a rg u m e n t, a l th o u g h  I  t h in k  sbme i n t u i t i v e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  can

b e  g iv e n .  Now 'a c t u a l i t y '  ( o r  ' t r u e  b e i n g ')  d o e s  n o t  m ean ' r e a l i t y * .
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I f  t h a t  w e re  t h e  c a s e ,  th e n  H u s s e r l  w ould  b e  c l e a r l y  m is ta k e n  i n  s a y in g  

t h a t  th e  s c i e n t i f i c  n o t io n  o f  t r u t h  d ep en d s  on  t r u t h  a s  a c t u a l i t y .  F o r  

i n  t h a t  c a s e ,  e v e ry  t r u t h  a b o u t  i d e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s  w ould  b e  a  c o u n te r 

exam ple to  H u s s e r l ’s  t h e s i s .  " N a tu r a l l y  t h e  a c t u a l  £ d a s  W i r k l i c h j  i n  

t h e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  r e a l  0 e s _ R e a le ^  i s  m e re ly  a  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e  u n d e r  

t h i s  b r o a d e s t ,  a n a ly t i c o - f o r m a l ,  c o n c e p t o f  a c t u a l i t y "  (FTL, p .  1 2 7 ) . 

S in c e  ’ a c t u a l i t y ’ i s  t o  b e  u n d e rs to o d  i n  t h i s  e x tre m e ly  b ro a d  s e n s e ,  

by ’ th e  s c i e n t i f i c  c o n c e p t o f  t r u t h  d ep en d s  on t r u t h  a s  a c t u a l i t y ’ 

H u s s e r l  m eans t h a t  a  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  m u st o b t a i n  f o r  u s  t o  b e  a b le  

to  d e te rm in e  i t s  t r u t h .  To p u t  i t  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  S i s  P 

i s  a  n e c e s s a ry  c o n d i t io n  f o r  ’S i s  P ’ b e in g  t r u e  ( a s  i t  i s  f o r  o u r  

know ledge o f  t h a t  p r o p o s i t i o n ’ s  t r u t h ,  o f  c o u r s e ) .  T h is  i s  a  n e c e s s a r y  

p r e s u p p o s i t io n  on  th e  p a r t  o f  a n y  s c i e n t i s t .  I f  no s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  

o b ta in e d  b e f o r e  th e  o n s e t  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  i n q u i r y  i n t o  w h e th e r  i t  i n  f a c t  

i s  th e  c a s e ,  t h e r e  w ould  b e  n o th in g  t o  g u id e  t h e  i n q u i r y ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  

w ould  b e  n o th in g  t o  b e  a s c e r t a i n e d  by i t .  ' I t  w ou ld  s im p ly  m ake no 

s e n s e  to  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw e en  d e c e p t iv e  and  g e n u in e  e v id e n c e  u n d e r  th o s e  

c ir c u m s ta n c e s .  Nor w ou ld  c r i t i c i s m  o f  e v id e n c e  an d  r e s u l t s  make 

any s e n s e ,  i f  t h e r e  w e re  no f a c t  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  to  b e  d e te rm in e d  by  t h e  

i n q u i r y .  The r i g o r s  o f  s c ie n c e  w ould  b e  p o i n t l e s s .  T h u s , t h e  p r e 

s u p p o s i t io n  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  f a c t s  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  to  b e  a s c e r t a i n e d  by  

s c i e n t i f i c  i n q u i r y  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  s c i e n t i s t .  S c i e n t i s t s  do n o t  

c r e a t e  t r u t h s ;  th e y  d i s c o v e r  them . I n  o t h e r  w o rd s , t r u t h  a s  a c t u a l i t y  

i s  a  n e c e s s a ry  c o n d i t io n  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h .

The d ep e n d en c e  o f  th e  s c i e n t i f i c  c o n c e p t  o f  e v id e n c e ,  w h ich  

m o d if ie s  a  ju d g e m e n t, on  n o n ^ ju d g e m e n ta l e v id e n c e ,  o r  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e
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o f  t h e  a c t u a l i t y  i t s e l f ,  c a n  b e  shown i n  a  s i m i l a r  m an n e r. I f  a  

s c i e n t i s t  d o es  n o t  ( o r  d id  n o t )  e x p e r ie n c e  t h e  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  i n  

q u e s t io n ,  th e n  i t  w ould  n o t  b e  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  t h e  ju d g e m e n t w h ic h  

p r e d i c a t i v e l y  e x p re s s e s  t h a t  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  i s  e v id e n t  t o  h im . One 

c a n  ju d g e  S i s  P e i t h e r  i n t u i t i v e l y  o r  e m p t i ly .  The i n t u i t i v e  

ju d g in g  o f  S i s  P r e q u i r e s  t h a t  one  s e e  t h a t  S i s  P . A c c o r d in g ly ,  

t h e  e v id e n c e  o f  a  ju d g e m e n t r e q u i r e s  t h e  e v id e n c e  o f  e x p e r ie n c e .  I n  

f a c t ,  'e v id e n c e ^ ' an d  'e x p e r i e n c e '  m ean t h e  sam e th in g  f o r  H u s s e r l .

"H e re  'e x p e r i e n c e '  s i g n i f i e s ,  w i th  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  u n i v e r s a l i z a t i o n  ( i n  

a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  o u r  e a r l i e r  e x p o s i t i o n ) :  g iv in g  o f  so m e th in g  i t s e l f ,

e v id e n c e  a s  s u c h . . . "  (FTL. p .  2 8 1 ) . Of c o u r s e ,  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  p r e c lu d e  

t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  a n  e x p e r ie n c e  w i l l  t u r n  o u t  t o  b e  d e c e p t iv e  

e v id e n c e .

7 . A P ro b lem  w i th  t h e  D e f i n i t i o n  o f  'T r u t h '  i n  te rm s  o f  'E v id e n c e '

T h is  l i n e  o f  th in k in g  r a i s e s  a  p ro b le m . I f  t h e  s c i é n t i f i c  

c o n c e p t o f  ' t r u t h '  i s  d e f in e d  i n  te rm s  o f  c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n ,  o r  

t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  b e tw e e n  d e c e p t iv e  and  g e n u in e  e v id e n c e ,  

th e n  how i s  t h a t  r e c o n c i l a b l e  w i th  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s c i e n t i f i c  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n  

t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t r u t h s ,  o r  f a c t s  o f  t h e  m a t t e r ,  t o  b e  a s c e r t a i n e d  b y  

th e  i n q u i r y ,  b e f o r e  one  h a s  e v id e n c e . The q u ic k  an sw er i s  t h a t  t h e  

t r u t h s ,  o r  f a c t s  o f  t h e  m a t t e r ,  w h ic h  a r e  n e c e s s a r i l y  p re s u p p o s e d  i n  

o r d e r  to  g u id e  s c i e n t i f i c  i n q u i r y ,  a r e  n o t  t r u t h s  i n  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  s e n s e .  

They a r e  " a c t u a l i t i e s " ,  o r  t r u t h s  i n  t h e  n o n - s c i e n t i f i c  s e n s e .  B u t 

i s  i t  n o t  l ik e w i s e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a  s c i e n t i s t  t o  p re s u p p o s e  t h a t  t h e r e  

a r e  t r u t h s  i n  th e  s c i e n t i f i c  s e n s e ,  t o  b e  a s c e r t a i n e d  by  s c i e n t i f i c
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in q u ir y ?  H u sse rl-  a p p e a rs  to  b e  com m itted  to  t h i s  t h e s i s  b y  w h a t h e

s a y s .  I f  o b j e c t s  e x i s t  f o r  u s  o n ly  a s  o b j e c t s  o f  ju d g e m e n ts , th e n

to  b e  com m itted  to  a c t u a l i t i e s  i s  t o  comm it o n e s e l f  t o  b e l i e v i n g

t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t r u e  p r o p o s i t io n s ,  a b o u t  them .

The p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s c ie n c e s  d ep en d s e n t i r e l y  on  t h i s  c e r t a i n t y  
t h a t  t h e i r  p r o v in c e s  e x i s t  i n  t r u t h ,  and  t h a t ,  c o n c e rn in g  th e i%  
p r o v in c e s ,  t h e o r e t i c a l  t r u t h s - i n - t h e m s e l v e s  e x i s t ,  a s  
a c t u a l i z a b l e  by  fo l lo w in g  e x p lo r a b le  and  g r a d u a l ly  a c t u a l i z a b l e  
ways o f  c o g n i t io n  (FTL, p . 199 , e m p h asis  m in e ) .

I n  a  w ord , t h e  t r u t h  o f  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  t r a n s c e n d s  o u r  a c t s  o f  c r i t i c a l  

v e r i f i c a t i o n .  How, th e n ,  c a n  H u s s e r l  d e f i n e  ’ s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h ’ a s  

’ a  c o r r e c t  c r i t i c a l l y  v e r i f i e d  ju d g e m e n t’ ?

H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t  e x p l i c i t l y  a d d r e s s  t h i s  p ro b le m . B u t I  b e l i e v e  

t h a t  h e  w ould  re s p o n d  i n  th e  f o l lo w in g  m an n e r: I t  may b e  n e c e s s a r y

f o r  a  s c i e n t i s t  to  p re s u p p o s e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t r u e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  i n  

o r d e r  to  i n q u i r e .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  c o m p le te ly  i n d e t e r m in a t e  and 

u n d e te rm in e d  p r o p o s i t io n s  a r e  n o t  s c i e n t i f i c  p r o p o s i t i o n s .  I t  i s  

n o t  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  a  s c i e n t i s t  t o  p re s u p p o s e  t h a t  d e f i n i t e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  

a r e  t r u e ,  b u t  o n ly  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  w h a te v e r  th e y  t u r n  o u t  

t o  b e ,  w h ich  a r e  t r u e .  S i m i l a r l y ,  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  n o t  r e g a r d e d  a s  

s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  t r u e  u n l e s s  i t  i s  c r i t i c a l l y  v e r i f i e d .  I f  som eone h e ld  

t h a t  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  t r u e  and  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no e v id e n c e  t o  show i t s  

t r u t h  o r  t h a t  t h e  e v id e n c e  c a n n o t  b e  r e - e x a m in e d , t h e  c la im  w ould  b e  

re g a rd e d  a s  s h e e r  s p e c u l a t i o n .  A t b e s t  i t  w ould  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  

l y p o t h e s i s .  No p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  r e g a rd e d  a s  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  t r u e  u n l e s s  

i t  i s  c r i t i c a l l y  v e r i f i e d ;  and  t h i s  i s  q u i t e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  th e  t r u t h  o f  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  t r a n s c e n d s  o u r  a c t s  o f  c r i t i c a l  

v e r i f i c a t i o n .  Take t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  ’E v e ry  a rg u m e n t w i th  a  t a u to lo g o u s
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c o n c lu s io n  i s  v a l i d '  a s  a n  ex am p le . T h a t p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  r e g a rd e d  a s  

h a v in g  b e e n  t r u e  b e f o r e  anyone  p ro v e d  i t .  B u t i t  was n o t  a  s c i e n t i f i c  

t r u t h — i t  was n o t  a  p r o p o s i t io n  i n  th e  s c ie n c e  c a l l e d  " l o g i c " — u n t i l  

i t  w as d e m o n s tra te d . L ik e w is e , t h a t  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  r e g a rd e d  a s  h o ld in g  

t r u e  f o r  a l l  t im e . B ut t h a t  we r e g a r d  i t  a s  su c h  i s  a  f u n c t io n  o f  th e  

f a c t  t h a t  we h a v e  d e m o n s tra te d  i t s  t r u t h  and  c o u ld  d e m o n s tra te  i t  a g a in .  

T h u s, t h a t  a  p r o p o s i t io n  b e a r s  t h e  s e n s e  ' s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  t r u e '  i s  a  

f u n c t io n  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  a l s o  b e a r s  th e  s e n s e  ' c r i t i c a l l y  v e r i f i e d '  

( f o r  u s ) ; and t h i s  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  th e  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  o f  a  t r u t h ,  

s in c e  th e  t ra n s c e n d e n c e  o f  a  t r u t h  s i g n i f i e s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  to  c r i t i c a l l y  

v e r i f y  a g a in  (by  any  r a t i o n a l  s u b je c t )  and  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  h a v in g  

c r i t i c a l l y  v e r i f i e d  i t  b e f o r e  i t  was i n  f a c t  e s t a b l i s h e d .  T h is  l a t t e r  

p o s s i b i l i t y  r e q u i r e s  c e r t a i n  c o u n te r f a c tu a l  c o n d i t io n s .

8 . A n o th e r P ro b lem  w i th  t h e  D e f i n i t i o n  o f  'T r u t h '  i n  te rm s  o f  'E v id e n c e '

I  n o te d  t h a t  an  a p p a re n t  co n seq u e n c e  o f  H u s s e r l 's  p o s i t i o n s  

t h a t  (1 ) 'E v id e n c e ^ ' m eans ' i t s e l f - g i v e n n e s s  o f  t h e  c o r r e c tn e s s  o f  th e  

j u d i c a l  m ean in g ' (FTL, p .  1 4 6 ) ,  and  (2 ) 'S c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h ' m eans ' a  

c o r r e c t  c r i t i c a l l y  v e r i f i e d  ju d g e m e n t ',  i s  t h a t  t h e  h a v in g  o f  

e v id e n c e g  g u a ra n te e s  th e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h .  A t th e  

b e g in n in g  o f  t h i s  p a p e r ,  h o w e v e r, I  n o te d  t h a t  a  co n seq u e n c e  o f  

a d o p tin g  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l s ta n d p o in t  i s  t h a t  my t a k in g  o f  some

th in g  a s  e v id e n c e  i s  a  s u f f i c i e n t  c o n d i t io n  f o r  i t  b e in g  c a l l e d  

" e v id e n c e " .  H ow ever, my t a k in g  o f  a  ju d g em en t t o  b e  e v id e n t  o r  

t r u e  d o e s  n o t  g u a ra n te e  t h a t  i t  t r u e .

A g a in , H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t  a d d r e s s  t h i s  p ro b le m , w h ich  i s  s i m i l a r
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t o  G u n te r P a t z i g 's  o b j e c t io n  to  H u s s e r l 's  t h e o r y  o f  e v id e n c e  and

t r u t h  i n  L o g ic a l  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s .

P henom enally  s p e a k in g , we c a n n o t s e p a r a t e  e v id e n c e  from  th e  
c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  t h e  ju d g em en t i s  t r u e ;  i n  f a c t  how ever a c t u a l  
e v id e n c e  and t r u t h  o f  a  ju d g em en t a r e  i n s e p a r a b l y  c o n n e c te d .
B ut th e  t r a n s i t i o n  from  phenom enal e v id e n c e  t o  a c t u a l  t r u t h  i s ,  
a s  b e f o r e ,  u n j u s t i f i e d  (RHLI, p .  1 9 4 ) .

B ut t h e r e  i s  an  a rgum en t w h ich  can  b e  m a r s h a l le d  i n  H u s s e r l 's  d e f e n s e .

One can  s im p ly  n o te  t h a t  t h e  o s t e n s i b l e  c o n se q u e n c e  o f  th e  two 

p o s i t i o n s  j u s t  c i t e d  d o e s  n o t  f o l l o w . I t  w ould  f o l lo w  o n ly  i f  t h e  

p o s i t i o n s  w ere  a s  f o l lo w s :

(1 ) 'E v id e n c e ^ ' m eans ' i t s e l f  g iv e n n e s s  o f  t h e  c o r r e c tn e s s  o f  

th e  j u d i c a l  m ean ing  ( o r  ju d g e m e n t) ' .

(2 ) 'S c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h '  m eans ' a  c o r r e c t  ju d g e m e n t '.

I f  (1 ) and  (2 ) w ere  H u s s e r l 's  p o s i t i o n s ,  th e n  H u s s e r l  w ould  b e  . 

com m itted  to  th e  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t

C3) E v id e n ce ^  g u a ra n te e s  t r u t h .

H ow ever, i t  s h o u ld  b e  n o te d  t h a t  (2 ) i s  n o t  H u s s e r l 's  p o s i t i o n .  

We h a v e  e l im in a te d  th e  a l l - i m p o r t a n t  p h r a s e  ' c r i t i c a l l y  v e r i f i e d ' 

from  H u s s e r l 's  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  ' s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h ' .  S in c e  'e v id e n c e g ' 

d o e s  n o t  mean ' i t s e l f  g iv e n n e s s  o f  th e  c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n  and 

c o r r e c tn e s s  o f  t h e  ju d g e m e n t ',  (3 ) d o e s  n o t  f o l lo w  from  H u s s e r l 's  

two p o s i t i o n s .  The n o t io n  ' s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h '  p r e s u p p o s e s  t h a t  t h e  

d i s t i n c t i o n  be tw een  g e n u in e  and  d e c e p t iv e  e v id e n c e  h a s  b e e n  a c h ie v e d  

by  c r i t i c a l  e x a m in a t io n . Thus i t  i s  q u i t e  c o n s i s t e n t  f o r  H u s s e r l  

t o  s a y  t h a t  a t t a i n i n g  s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h  i s  a n  i d e a l  a c h ie v e m e n t , t h e  

g o a l  o f  th e  i n q u i r y .  "The f i n a l  r e s u l t  o f  c r i t i c i s m — i d e a l l y  s p e a k in g —  

i s  e i t h e r  a  ' t r u t h ' o r  a  ' f a l s i t y ' "  (FTL, p .  1 2 7 ) . F o r i t  i s  n o t  t r u e
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t h a t  H u s s e r l ’ s  p o s i t i o n  com m its o n e  t o  t h e  a b s u rd  v ie w  t h a t  o n e ’ s  

t a k in g  so m e th in g  to  b e  t r u e  g u a r a n te e s  t h a t  i t  i s  t r u e .

The i n c l u s io n  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t ’ c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n ’ i n  th e  

m ean ing  o f  ’ s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h ’ c a n n o t b e  o v e r ly  s t r e s s e d .  We s h a l l  s e e  

t h a t  c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n  in c lu d e s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  r e - e x a m in a t io n  

o f  e v id e n c e  by an y  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  

su c h  c r i t i c i s m  b e f o r e  c e r t a i n  p r o p o s i t i o n s  w e re  i n  f a c t  e s t a b l i s h e d .

The l a t t e r  p o s s i b i l i t y  r e q u i r e s  c o u n t e r f a c t u a l  r e a s o n in g ,  w h ich  I  

s h a l l  d i s c u s s  p r e s e n t l y .  E v id e n ce  and  t r u t h ,  i n  a  w o rd , h ave  t h e i r  

h o r iz o n s .  S in c e  a  t r u t h  o r  a  f a ls e h o o d  i s  t h e  i d e a l  r e s u l t  o f  c r i t i c a l  

v e r i f i c a t i o n ,  H u s s e r l ’s  p o s i t i o n  on a p o d i c t i c  e v id e n c e  i n  t h e  L o g ic a l  

I n v e s t i g a t i o n s , a c c o rd in g  t o  w h ich  one h a s  i n s t a n t a n e o u s  i n s i g h t  i n t o  

t h e  t r u t h  o f  c e r t a i n  p r o p o s i t i o n s  i n  su c h  a  way t h a t  " f u t u r e  d o u b t"  

i s  p r e c lu d e d ,  i s  f a l s e .  H u s s e r l ’ s  p o s i t i o n  i n  L o g ic a l  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  

a b s t r a c t s  t h e  c o n c e p t ’ a p o d i c t i c  e v id e n c e ’ fro m  i t s  h o r i z o n s ,  and  th u s  

f a l s i f i e s  o u r  e p is te m ic  s i t u a t i o n .  T h u s , H u s s e r l ’ s  p o s i t i o n  on e v id e n c e  

and t r u t h  i n  F orm al and T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic  i s  an  im provem en t o v e r  

t h e  th e o r y  i n  L o g ic a l  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  p r e c i s e l y  i n  t h a t  H u s s e r l  r e j e c t s  

h i s  fo rm e r  p o s i t i o n .

9 . The H o riz o n  o f  t h e  S c i e n t i f i c  C o n c e p ts  o f  ’E v id e n c e ’ and  ’ T r u th ’ :

R e p e a t a b i l i t y  o f  E v id e n ce

One o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  t h e s e s  o f  H u s s e r l ’ s  phenom enology i s  t h a t  

c a r e f u l  a n a l y s i s  o f  phenom ena a lo n e  w i l l  y i e l d  p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y  

s a t i s f a c t o r y  a n sw e rs  to  b a s i c  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  p ro b le m s . T h e re  i s  no  

n eed  to  abandon  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l s t a n d p o in t  and m ake a s s e r t i o n s



113

a b o u t w hat i s  " i n - i t s e l f " .  N or i s  i t  d e s i r a b l e  t o  do  s o .  F o r  e i t h e r

t h e  i n - i t s e l f  i s  a n  a c c e s s i b l e  phenom enon, i n  w h ic h  c a s e  i t  i s

am enab le  t o  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  a n a l y s i s — o r  e l s e  i t  i s  s o m e th in g  o t h e r

th a n  phenom ena, i n  w h ic h  c a s e  we h a v e  n o  a c c e s s  t o  i t ,  and  th u s  no

m eans f o r  co m paring  i t  t o  t h a t  t o  w h ic h  we h a v e  a c c e s s  (p h en o m en a).

B u t e x p e r ie n c e  i s  n o t  an  o p e n in g  th ro u g h  w h ic h  a  w o r ld ,  e x i s t 
in g  p r i o r  t o  a l l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  s h in e s  i n t o  a  room  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s ;  
i t  i s  n o t  a  m ere  t a k i n g  o f  so m e th in g  a l i e n  t o  c o n s c io u s n e s s  
i n t o  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  F o r  how c o u ld  I  make a  r a t i o n a l  s ta te m e n t  
t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  w i th o u t  s e e in g  su c h  a  s t a t e - o f - a f f a i r s  and 
t h e r e f o r e  s e e in g  n o t  o n ly  c o n s c io u s n e s s  b u t  a l s o  t h e  so m e th in g  
a l i e n  t o  c o n s c io u s n e s s — t h a t  i s :  e x p e r i e n c in g  th e  a l i e n  a f f a i r ?
And how c o u ld  I  ob j a c t i v a t e  su c h  a  s t a t e - o f - a f f a i r s  a s  a t  
l e a s t  a  c o n c e i v a b i l i t y ?  Would t h a t  n o t  b e  im m ers in g  m y s e lf  
i n t u i t i o n a l l y  i n  su c h  a  c o u n t e r s e n s i c a l  e x p e r ie n c in g  o f  
so m e th in g  a l i e n  to  e x p e r ie n c e ? . . .  I f  w ha t i s  e x p e r ie n c e d  h a s  
t h e  s e n s e  o f  * t r a n s c e n d e n t*  b e i n g , th e n  i t  i s  t h e  e x p e r ie n c in g  
t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h i s  s e n s e . . .  (FTL, p p . 2 3 2 -2 3 3 , l a s t  e m p h a s is  
m in e ) .

T h u s , s in c e  a  th e o r y  o f  e v id e n c e  and t r u t h  i s  a  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  

t a s k ,  H u s s e r l  t h in k s  t h a t  a n  a d e q u a te  t h e o r y  o f  e v id e n c e  and  t r u t h  

can  b e  d e v e lo p e d  s o l e l y  a lo n g  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  l i n e s .  W hat a r e  th e  

phenom ena t o  b e  a n a ly z e d ?  How c a n  one  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw e e n  '  seem ing  

t o  b e  t ru e *  and  * a c t u a l l y  t ru e *  by  a n a ly z in g  phenom ena? 'S c i e n t i f i c  

t r u th *  r e q u i r e s  f u r t h e r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n .

Some o f  th e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  w h ic h  h â v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  s t a t e d  a r e  t h e  

k ey  t o  a n sw e rin g  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s .  I t  i s  s im p ly  a  m a t t e r  o f  e x p l i c a t i n g  

th e  i m p l i c i t  s e n s e  o r  h o r iz o n  o f  t h e  c o n c e p ts  ' s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  t ru e *  

( 'o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t ' )  and  ' c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n * .  The r e l e v a n t  

p r o p o s i t i o n s  i n c lu d e  t h e  f o l lo w in g :

(a )  'S c i e n t i f i c a l l y  t r u e '  m eans *a c o r r e c t  c r i t i c a l l y  v e r i f i e d  

ju d g e m e n t* , and
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Cb) C r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n  in c lu d e s  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  d i s t i n g u i s h 

in g  b e tw een  d e c e p t iv e  and  g e n u in e  e v id e n c e .

An a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t ’ c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n ’ i s  s t i l l  

l a c k i n g .  What i s  c o - in te n d e d  when one i d e n t i f i e s  a  ju d g em e n t a s  

c r i t i c a l l y  v e r i f i e d ?  What a r e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s  o f  su ch  

an  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ?  How d o e s  one d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw e en  d e c e p t iv e  and 

g e n u in e  e v id e n c e ?

A f i f t h  t h e s i s  i s  a  p a r t i a l  an sw er t o  t h e  q u e s t io n s :

C5) I t  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  g e n u in e  e v id e n c e  i s  

r e p e a t a b l e  (and  th u s  r e i d e n t i f i a b l e ) .

To my k n o w led g e , H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t  e x p re s s  t h e s i s  5 i n  t h e  way t h a t  

I  h a v e , s in c e  h e  d o es  n o t  i n c lu d e  th e  m odal p h r a s e  ’ i t  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  

t h e  c a s e  t h a t ’ . N e v e r th e le s s ,  I  t h in k  t h a t  5 e x p r e s s e s  H u s s e r l ’s  

p o s i t i o n .

T h e s is  5 (o r  so m e th in g  c l o s e  to  i t )  c an  b e  shown t o  b e  a

c o n se q u e n c e  o f  o th e r  H u s s e r l i a n  p o s i t i o n s .  L e t  u s  b e g in  w i th  t h e

p r e v i o u s ly  s t a t e d  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  e v id e n c e g  ( t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  a  ju d g em en t

when i t  f i t s  a  c o r r e s p o n d in g  a c t u a l i t y )  d e p e n d s  on  e v id e n c e ^ , o r  th e

c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a c t u a l  o r  t r u e  b e in g  i t s e l f .  T h u s , s c i e n t i f i c

e v id e n c e  o f  t h e  t r u t h  o f  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  ( o r  i t s  f a l s e h o o d ,  f o r  t h a t

m a t te r )  r e q u i r e s  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  th e  r e l e v a n t  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  w h ic h ,

i n  t h e  b ro a d  s e n s e ,  i s  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  an  o b j e c t .  H ow ever,

t h e s e  c o n c e rn  a l s o  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  n a tu r e  o f  e v id e n c e  a s  a  
s i n g l e  com ponent o f  c o n s c io u s  l i f e — and h e r e  b e lo n g s  th e  
p r o p e r t y  m e n tio n e d  a b o v e : t h a t  e v e ry  e v i d e n t i a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s

"  o f  a n  o b je c t  an  i n t e n t i o n a l  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a  s y n th e s i s  o f  
"r e c o g n i t i o n  i s  in c lu d e d  (FTL, p .  1 6 0 , e m p h a s is  m in e ) .

The s e n s e  o f  ’ o b j e c t  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s ’ i n c l u d e s  ’b e in g  i r r e d u c i b l e
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t o  my a c t u a l  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  i t * ,  o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ^ . S in c e  t h i s  i s  

s o ,  any  o b j e c t  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  ( th e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  w h ich  s e r v e s  

a s  t h e  e v id e n c e  o f  a  ju d g e m e n t)  c a n  b e  r e i d e n t i f i e d  a s  t h e  sam e 

o b j e c t .  Any o b j e c t  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  t h e  sam e o b j e c t  t h a t  can  

b e  e x p e r ie n c e d  a t  some l a t e r  t im e .  The same e x p e r ie n c e  C 'th e  sam e" 

i n s o f a r  a s  i t  i s  o f  th e  sam e o b j e c t )  can  t h e r e f o r e  b e  r e p e a te d .

B ut s in c e  e v id e n c e  i s  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  so m e th in g  " i n  p e r s o n " ,  e v id e n c e  

i t s e l f  i s  r e p e a t a b l e .

T h e s is  5 p e r t a i n s  t o  d e c e p t iv e  e v id e n c e ,  t o o ,  i n s o f a r  a s  some 

g e n u in e  e v id e n c e s  d i s p e l  i l l u s i o n s ,  o r  show t h a t  a  fo rm e r  e v id e n c e  was 

d e c e p t iv e .  We r e c a l l  t h a t  c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n  i n c l u d e s  t h e  p r o c e s s  

o f  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  b e tw e en  d e c e p t iv e  and  g e n u in e  e v id e n c e .  Now H u s s e r l  

g r a n t s  t h a t  an  e v id e n c e  may b e  d e c e p t iv e .  An e v id e n c e  may seem  t o  be 

an  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  P , when i n  f a c t  i t  i s  n o t .  B u t i t  w ould  b e  im p o s s ib le  

t o  d e te rm in e  t h a t  some e v id e n c e  i s  d e c e p t iv e  i f  i t  w e re  n o t  r e p e a t a b l e .  

I f ,  i n  t h e  c o u rs e  o f  e v a lu a t i n g  some e v id e n c e ,  I  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  i t  was 

d e c e p t iv e ,  th e n  I  m ust r e c o l l e c t  t h a t  I  to o k  t h e  e v id e n c e  t o  show some

t h i n g  e l s e .  I f  t h e  e v id e n c e  i s  n o t  r e c o l l e c t e d ,  i t  m ust b e  a t  l e a s t  

r e t e n d e d .  I n  e i t h e r  c a s e ,  t h e  e v id e n c e  i s  r e i d e n t i f i e d ,  and  th u s  

r e p e a t a b l e .  I f  e v id e n c e  w ere  n o t  r e p e a t a b l e ,  th e n  f o r  c o n s c io u s n e s s  

t h e r e  w ould  b e  o n ly  a  s e r i e s  o f  s u c c e s s iv e  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  e a c h  o f  w h ic h  

i s  u n r e l a t e d  to  t h e  o t h e r s ,  s i n c e  r e t e n t i o n  i s  a  n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t io n  

f o r  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  a n  o b j e c t .  I n  no c a s e  w ould  I  b e  a b l e  to  s a y  

" T h in g s  w ere  n o t  a s  I  su p p o se d "  w i th  i n s i g h t .  A s e t  o f  u n r e l a t e d  

e x p e r ie n c e s  w o u ld , o f  c o u r s e ,  b e  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

o f  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  a s  t h a t  w ould  comm it one  t o  a  f u t u r e
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c o u rs e  o f  a n t i c i p a t e d  e x p e r ie n c e s  ( a  " s y n t h e s i s  o f  r e c o g n i t i o n " ) .

T h u s , o n e ’ s  c o n s c io u s n e s s  w ould  c o n s i s t  o f  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  i n t e n t i o n s .

The same i s  e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  o f  g e n u in e  e v id e n c e .  I f  a  s t a t e  

o f  a f f a i r s  i n  w hich  I  b e l i e v e  i s  c o n firm e d  by  f u r t h e r  h a rm o n io u s  

e x p e r ie n c e s ,  th e n  one m ust th e r e b y  i d e n t i f y  t h e  fo rm e r  e x p e r ie n c e  

{ e v id en ce ) a s  h a v in g  b e e n  o f  t h e  same s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s .  T h u s , 

e v id e n c e  m ust b e  r e p e a ta b l e  i f  a s c e r t a i n i n g  t h a t  i t  i s  g e n u in e  e v id e n c e  

i s  p o s s ib l e .

Of c o u r s e ,  I  h a v e  b e e n  s p e a k in g  o n ly  o f  r e p e a t a b i l i t y  i n

memory, w h ich  h o ld s  o n ly  f o r  r e a l  o b j e c t s .

L e t  u s  n o te  h e r e ,  b e c a u s e  we m ig h t o th e r w is e  b e  m is le d ,  t h a t  
th e  m o d if ic a t io n  o f  i t s e l f - g i v i n g  a s  p e r c e p t i o n  and  r e c o l l e c t i o n  
p la y s  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  r o l e s  f o r  r e a l  and  i d e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s ,

• - r e s p e c t i v e l y .  T h is  i s  c o n n e c te d  w i th  t h e  c i r c u m s ta n c e  t h a t  
th e  l a t t e r  have  no te m p o ra l  l o c i  to  b in d  them  i n d i v i d u a t i n g l y . 
M erely  b e c a u s e  o f  an  e s s e n t i a l l y  p o s s i b l e  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  
a t t i t u d e  o r  f o c u s ,  any  c l e a r  e x p l i c i t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  an  
i d e a l  s p e c ie s  ch an g es  i n t o  a  p e r c e p t io n  o f  i t — so m e th in g  
n a t u r a l l y  e x c lu d e d  i n  th e  c a s e  o f  te m p o r a l ly  in d iv id u a t e d  
o b je c t s  (FTL, p . 1 5 8 ) .

L e t u s  c o n s id e r  an exam ple o f  a  t r u t h  a b o u t i d e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s .

H u s s e r l  m ust b e  e x c lu d in g  c a s e s  o f  rem em bering  t h a t  i n  t h e  p a s s a g e  

ab o v e . F o r I  can  rem em ber t h a t  I  d e m o n s tra te d ,  s a y ,  e v e ry  v a l i d  

s y l lo g is m  h a s  a t  l e a s t  one u n i v e r s a l  p r e m is e ,  w i th o u t  th e r e b y  i n 

t u i t i v e l y  s e e in g  how t o  d e m o n s tra te  t h a t  th e o re m . T h is  i s  shown by 

th e  f a c t  t h a t  a  s tu d e n t  may rem em ber t h a t  h e  saw and  h e a rd  a  t e a c h e r  

d e m o n s tra te  a  th eo rem , and y e t  c a n n o t r e p ro d u c e  th e  p r o o f .  H u s s e r l ’ s  

p o i n t  does  seem  to  b e  t r u e  i f  we c o n s id e r  o n ly  c a s e s  w h ere  t h e  v e rb  ’ t o  

rem em ber’ t a k e s  a  d i r e c t  o b j e c t ,  r a t h e r  th a n  a  ’ t h a t  c l a u s e ’ . F o r 

one c a n n o t remember t h e  d e m o n s tra t io n  i t s e l f  w i th o u t  th e r e b y



117

I n t u i t i v e l y  s e e in g  th e  t r u t h  o f  th e  th e o re m . R e c o l l e c t i o n  i n  t h i s  

c a s e  becom es " p e r c e p t io n " ,  an  i n t u i t i v e  " s e e in g "  o f  t h e  t r u t h  o f  th e  

th e o re m , b e c a u s e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t im e  a r e  i r r e l e v a n t  t o  i t s  t r u t h .

( I  a ssu m e , o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  one  rem em bers t h e  d e m o n s t r a t io n  a s  a  w h o le , 

an d  t h a t  t h i s  exam ple i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . )  The p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  r e c o l l e c 

t i o n  i s  p a r t  o f  th e  i m p l i c i t  s e n s e ,  o r  h o r i z o n ,  o f  p e r c e p t i o n .

B ut t h e r e  i s  a n o th e r  s o r t  o f  r e i t e r a b i l i t y .  I f  we t h in k  

o f  e v id e n c e s  a s  te m p o ra l ly  in d iv id u a t e d  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  th e n  th e y  a r e  

n o t  r e i t e r a b l e  i n  p e r c e p t i o n ,  s i n c e  one  c a n n o t p e r c e iv e  t h e  p a s t .  I f  

I  am t e s t i n g  B o y le 's  law  t h a t  th e  volum e o f  a  g a s  i s  i n v e r s e l y  

p r o p o r t io n a l  to  th e  p r e s s u r e  e x e r t e d  on  i t ,  I  c a n n o t  r e t u r n  to  t h e  

e x p e r im e n t t h a t  I  p e rfo rm e d  y e s te r d a y .  S t i l l ,  I  c a n  p e r fo rm  th e  same 

t e s t  to d a y ,  p e rh a p s  ev en  w i th  n u m e r ic a l ly  th e  same m a t e r i a l s .  T ha t 

i s ,  I  c a n n o t r e p ro d u c e  th e  t e s t  w i th in  t h e  same t im e - f r a m e , a l th o u g h  

I  c an  re p ro d u c e  th e  same t e s t .  T h u s , th o u g h  I  c a n n o t r e p ro d u c e  a  

te m p o r a l ly  in d iv id u a t e d  e v e n t ,  I  c an  r e p ro d u c e  t h e  e v id e n c e .  A lth o u g h  

my exam ple i s  o f  a  law  a b o u t r e a l  o b j e c t s ,  t h i s  s o r t  o f  r e p e a t a b i l i t y  

h o ld s  f o r  i d e a l  o b j e c t s  a s  w e l l .  F o r  ex a m p le , one can  re p ro d u c e  th e  

p ro o f  o f  th e  p r o p o s i t i o n  ' I f  two v a l i d  a rg u m e n ts  h a v e  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  

c o n c lu s io n s ,  th e n  a t  l e a s t  one o f  th e  p re m is e s  o f  one o f  t h e  a rg u m en ts  

i s  f a l s e ' ,  w h ich  i s  a b o u t i d e a l  o b j e c t i v i t i e s .

B ut t h e  r e i t e r a b i l i t y  o f  e v id e n c e  i s  n o t  m e re ly  a  m a t t e r  o f  

f a c t ;  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  th e  c a s e  t h a t  i t  i s  r e p e a t a b l e  i f  t h e  

p r o p o s i t io n  i n  q u e s t io n  i s  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  t r u e .  S uppose  t h a t  i t  i s  

im p o s s ib le  t o  r e p ro d u c e  th e  e v id e n c e  o f  a  p r o p o s i t i o n .  I f  t h a t  

w ere  s o ,  th e n  i t  w ould  b e  im p o s s ib le  f o r  me t o  c r i t i c i z e  t h e  fo rm e r
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é v id e n c e , to  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  i t  i s  d e c e p t iv e  o r  g e n u in e .  O nly 

f u r t h e r  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  t h e  same s o r t  c o u ld  s e t t l e  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  Of 

c o u r s e ,  I  may f e e l  a s s u r e d  t h a t  t h e  i r r e p e a t a b l e  e v id e n c e  was 

g e n u in e ;  b u t  i t  w ould  n o t  s a t i s f y  th e  s c i e n t i f i c  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  

c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n .

S uppose  t h a t  a  s c i e n t i s t  A (a n  a s tro n o m e r )  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  h e  saw  

some f l y i n g  s a u c e r s  th ro u g h  h i s  t e l e s c o p e  f o r  a  m om ent, b u t  n e v e r  saw  

any  f l y i n g  s a u c e r s  a g a in .  Such a  s c i e n t i s t  w ou ld  n o t  r e g a r d  t h e  

p r o p o s i t io n  ’ T h e re  a r e  f l y i n g  s a u c e r s '  a s  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  v e r i f i e d ,  and 

f o r  good r e a s o n .  (We a r e  ig n o r in g  th e  f a c t  t h a t  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  b e l i e v e  

t h a t  th e y  h a v e  s e e n  f l y i n g  s a u c e r s . )  Such a  c a s e  d o e s  n o t  s a t i s f y  th e  

r a t i o n a l  r e q u ir e m e n t  o f  c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n .

T h is  exam ple b r in g s  to  t h e  f o r e  t h e  " o t h e r  s i d e "  o f  t h e  

n o t io n  o f  ’ t r u t h ’ ' a s  ’ a  c o r r e c t  c r i t i c a l l y  v e r i f i e d  ju d g e m e n t’ . T h is  

i s  w h a t I  s h a l l  c a l l  " t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  p r e s u m p tio n  o f  f a l s e h o o d " .  I f  

w h a t i s  t r u e  i s  c r i t i c a l l y  v e r i f i e d ,  th e n  i f  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  l a c k s  su c h  

c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n ,  i t  i s  p resum ed  n o t  t o  b e  t r u e .  H u s s e r l  d o e s  

n o t  e x p l i c i t l y  d i s c u s s  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  p r e s u m p tio n  ( n o t  t h e  a s s u m p tio n ) ' 

o f  f a l s e h o o d ,  b u t  i s  co m m itted  to  i t  by  h i s  th e o r y  o f  e v id e n c e  an d  

t r u t h .  I t  i s  a  c r e d i t  to  h i s  th e o r y  to  h a v e  j u s t i f i e d  t h a t  r a t i o n a l  

p re s u m p tio n  by  i m p l i c a t i o n .

T h is  a l s o  h e lp s  to  c l a r i f y  a n o th e r  a s p e c t  o f  H u s s e r l ’ s  th e o r y  

o f  s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h .  I t  i s  t h e  c o n v e rs e  o f  t h e s i s  5 ,  nam ely  t h a t  i f  

some e v id e n c e  i s  i r r e p e a t a b l e ,  i t  i s  p resum ed  d e c e p t iv e .  T h is  seem s 

to  b e  a  s p e c i a l  c a s e  o f  th e  s c i e n t i f i c  p r e s u m p tio n  o f  f a l s e h o o d .  B u t 

t h i s  e n g e n d e rs  a  p ro b le m . I  n o te d  t h a t  e v id e n c e  m u st b e  r e p e a t a b l e  i f
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we a r e  to  v e r i f y  . t h a t  i t  i s  d e c e p t iv e .  To s a y  t h a t  i r r e p e a t a b l e  

e v id e n c e  i s  th e re b y  d e c e p t iv e  a p p e a r s  to  c o n f l i c t  w i th  t h a t  t h e s i s .

T h a t  th e s e  two p r o p o s i t i o n s  a r e  n o t  i n c o n s i s t e n t  i s  a  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  

d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e en  a s c e r t a i n i n g  t h a t  some e v id e n c e  i s  d e c e p t iv e ,  and 

p restum 'ng  t h a t  some e v id e n c e  i s  d e c e p t iv e .  To d e te rm in e  t h a t  some 

e v id e n c e  i s  d e c e p t iv e  r e q u i r e s  r e p e a t a b i l i t y  o f  e v id e n c e  (g iv e n  th e  

n o t io n  o f  c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n ) , w h e re a s  th e  p re s u m p tio n  t h a t  some 

e v id e n c e  i s  d e c e p t iv e  d o e s  n o t .

P e rh a p s  a  c o m p a riso n  to  t h e  l e g a l  p re s u m p tio n  o f  in n o c e n c e  w i l l  

h e lp  c l a r i f y  w h a t I  m ean b y  ' t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  p re s u m p tio n  o f  f a l s e h o o d '.

I n  l e g a l  m a t t e r s  th e  b u rd e n  o f  p r o o f  i s  on  th e  p r o s e c u t io n ,  j u s t  a s  

i n  s c i e n t i f i c  and p h i lo s o p h i c a l  m a t t e r s ,  t h e  b u rd e n  o f  p r o o f  i s  on th e  

p e r s o n  who p ro p o se s  t h a t  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  t r u e .  I f  th e  p r o s e c u t io n  

f a i l s  to  make i t s  c a s e ,  th e n  a n  i d e a l l y  r a t i o n a l  j u r y  f i n d s  t h e  d e fe n d a n t  

" n o t  g u i l t y " .  They do n o t  f i n d  th e  d e fe n d a n t  in n o c e n t .  I f  t h e  p e r s o n  

who p ro p o s e s  t h a t  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  t r u e  f a i l s  to  make h i s  c a s e  by  f a i l 

i n g  to  p ro d u c e  e v id e n c e , th e n  we s a y  " n o t  t r u e " ,  r a t h e r  th a n  " f a l s e " .

By 'n o t  t r u e '  I  m ean 'n o t  a n  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t ' .  S in c e  no 

c r i t i c a l  e x a m in a tio n  h a s  ta k e n  p l a c e ,  t h e  p r o p o s a l  i s  n o t  an  o b j e c t i v e l y  

v a l i d  r e s u l t  and i s  n o t ,  a c c o r d in g ly ,  a d m it te d  a s  a  s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h .

A s c e r t a in in g  t h a t  a n  e v id e n c e  i s  d e c e p t iv e ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , 

p a r a l l e l s  t h e  f in d in g  t h a t  t h e  d e fe n d a n t  i s  i n n o c e n t , t h a t  t h e  a c c u s a t io n  

i s  f a l s e .  Im a g in e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  s o c i e t y  w h e re in  a  j u r y  c a n  f i n d  t h e  

a c c u s e d  " in n o c e n t"  a s  w e l l  a s  " n o t  g u i l t y " .  A f in d i n g  o f  n o t  g u i l t y  

w ou ld  r e q u i r e  o n ly  t h a t  th e  p r o s e c u t io n  h ad  f a i l e d  to  m ake i t s  c a s e .  A 

f in d i n g  o f  in n o c e n c e  w ould  r e q u i r e  t h e  d e fe n s e  a t t o r n e y 's  p r o o f  t h a t  t h e
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d e fe n d a n t  had  n o t 'c o m m it te d  t h e  c r im e . S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  p r e 

s u m p tio n  o f  f a ls e h o o d  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  we sa y  " n o t  t r u e "  ( r a t h e r  th a n  

" f a l s e " )  i f  t h e  p r o p o s e r s  ( o r  anyone  e l s e )  f a i l s  t o  show th e  t r u t h  o f  

t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n .  I t  w ou ld  r e q u i r e  a rg u m e n t on  o u r  p a r t  t o  show t h a t  

t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  f a l s e .  Of c o u r s e ,  b o th  p re s u m p tio n s  c a n  b e  d e f e a te d .  

J u s t  a s  t h e  p r o s e c u to r  c a n  make h i s  c a s e  a n d  o b t a i n  t h e  f i n d i n g  " g u i l t y " ,  

so  e v id e n c e  c a n  b e  p ro d u c e d  t o  show t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  t r u e .  The 

" z ig z a g "  p r o c e d u re  i n  s c i e n t i f i c  a c t i v i t y  p r e s u p p o s e s  b o th  r e p e a t a b i l i t y  

o f  e v id e n c e  and  th e  p re s u m p tio n  o f  f a l s e h o o d .

10 . The I n te r s u b . i  e c t i v i t y  o f  E v id e n c e  and  T r u th

A t t h i s  p o i n t ,  I  h a v e  c o n s id e r e d  t h e  r e p e a t a b i l i t y  o f  

e v id e n c e  o n ly  f o r  a  s o l i t a r y  s u b j e c t ,  s e t t i n g  a s i d e  t h e  r o l e  o f  

o t h e r  s u b je c t s  i n  d e te r m in in g  t r u t h .  H ow ever, o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  p la y  

a n  e s s e n t i a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  s e n s e s  ' t r u t h '  and  

'e v i d e n c e ' .

6 . I t  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  i f  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s

s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  t r u e ,  th e n  i t s  t r u t h  and  t h e  e v id e n c e  o f  i t s

t r u t h  a r e  a c c e s s i b l e  to  any  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t .

H e re  i s  o n e  o f  th e  many p a s s a g e s  w h e r e in  H u s s e r l  a s s e r t s  t h e s i s  6:

T h e s e , w hen a c t u a l i z e d ,  a r e  t h e  u n q u a l i f i e d  t r u t h s  a s  
th e m s e lv e s -g iv e n :  c o g n i t i o n a l  a c q u i s i t i o n s  a b id in g  from  th e n
o n , c a p a b le  o f  a g a in  becom ing a c c e s s i b l e  to  i n s i g h t  a t  any  
t im e , and  a c c e s s i b l e  i n  t h i s  m anner t o  e v e ry o n e  a s  a  r a t i o n a l l y  
th in k in g  s u b j e c t ,  even  a s  th e y  w e re  b e f o r e  t h e i r  'd i s c o v e r y ' .
E v e ry  ' s c i e n t i f i c  s t a t e m e n t ' h a s  t h i s  s e n s e  from  th e  s t a r t .
I t  i s  a l r e a d y  a d d re s s e d  t o  t h i s  'e v e r y o n e ' and  s t a t e s  w h a t 
t h e  s u b s t r a t e - o b j  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  i n  t r u t h — a s  e v e ry o n e  c a n  s e e  
(FTL, p . 1 2 5 -1 2 6 , l a s t  em phasis  m in e ) .

C r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n  i s  n o t  o n ly  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  d i s t i n g u i s h -
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in g  b e tw een  d e c e p t iv e  and g e n u in e  e v id e n c e . I t  a l s o  i n c lu d e s  

(among o th e r  th in g s )  d e te rm in in g  w h e th e r  t h e  e v id e n c e  i s  o f  t h e  

r i g h t  k in d  (w h e th e r  i t  shows w h a t som eone p u r p o r t s  t h a t  i t  sh o w s ) , 

and a s c e r t a i n in g  th e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  e v id e n c e . T h is  i s  p o s s i b l e  o n ly

i f  com m unication  and  a c c e s s  t o  th e  e v id e n c e  a r e  p o s s ib l e  f o r  any

r a t i o n a l  s u b je c t .

F a m il ia r  f a c t s  show th e  r a t i o n a l e  b e h in d  t h e s i s  6 . I t  i s  

w e ll-k n o w n  t h a t  p e rs o n s  som etim es t a k e  some e v id e n c e  t o  show t h a t  

so m eth in g  i s  t h e  c a s e  when i n  f a c t  i t  does  n o t .  T h a t p e r s o n  may

m is ta k e  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  w rong k in d  to  b e  r e l e v a n t  e v id e n c e .  A f t e r

a l l ,  t h i s  i s  w hat i s  f r e q u e n t l y  t h e  c a s e  when p e r s o n s  commit in fo r m a l  

f a l l a c i e s .  T h a t p e rs o n  may b e  c o m p le te ly  f o o le d .  To b e  a b le  to  

show t h a t  a  p e r s o n  h a s  m ade a  m is ta k e  r e q u i r e s  co m m u n ica tio n . The 

sam e i s  t r u e  o f  ta k in g  i n s u f f i c i e n t  e v id e n c e  a s  s u f f i c i e n t .

S uppose t h a t  som eone c la im e d  t h a t  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  

s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  t r u e  b u t  t h a t  h e  i s  t h e  o n ly  p e r s o n  t h a t  c a n  h a v e  (o r  

c o u ld  h a v e )  e v id e n c e  o f  i t s  t r u t h .  Such a  c la im  w ould  b e  s e l f 

c o n t r a d i c t o r y ,  s in c e  'T h i s  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  t r u e '  

im p l ie s  'T h e  e v id e n c e  o f  i t s  t r u t h  i s  a c c e s s i b l e  to  any  r a t i o n a l  

s u b j e c t ' .  The u s e  o f  th e  w ords ' c a n ' o r  'c o u ld  h a v e ' a r e  im p o r ta n t  

h e r e .  F o r s c i e n t i f i c  p ro c e d u re s  r e g a r d in g  e v id e n c e  a r e  u se d  i n  

j u d i c i a l  p ro c e e d in g s ;  and on e  m ig h t c o n c e iv e  o f  a  c a s e  l i k e  t h e  

fo l lo w in g :  Suppose X m u rd e red  Y, and t h a t  t h e r e  w e re  no o t h e r

w i tn e s s e s .  I n  t h a t  c a s e ,  i t  w ould  i n  f a c t  b e  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  o n ly  one  

p e r s o n  i s  a  w i tn e s s  t o  t h e  c r im e  ( i . e . ,  t h e  m u r d e r e r ) .  B u t t h a t  

d o e s  n o t  p r e c lu d e  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  any o t h e r  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t
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c o u ld  h a v e  w i tn e s s e d  i t .  The s o r t  o f  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  t o  o t h e r s  t h a t  

H u s s e r l  i s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  s u p p o r t s  c o u n t e r f a c t u a l s  s u c h  a s  som eone 

e l s e  w e re  w h ere  t h e  m u rd e r to o k  p l a c e ,  and  t h e r e  w e re  s u f f i c i e n t  l i g h t ,  

t h a t  p e r s o n  w as n o t  b l i n d ,  e t c . ,  th e n  h e  w ou ld  h a v e  s e e n  th e  m u rd e r 

t a k e  p l a c e ' . C o u n te rf  a c t u a l s  a r e  w h a t I  t a k e  H u s s e r l  t o  b e  t a l k i n g  

a b o u t  i n  th e  p a s s a g e  j u s t  c i t e d  when h e  s a y s  " e v e n  a s  th e y  w e re  b e f o r e  

t h e i r  d is c o v e ry "  (FTL, p .  1 2 5 ) . So i t  w ou ld  n o t  b e  t o  t h e  p o i n t  to  

o b j e c t  t h a t  s in c e  no  one e l s e  w i tn e s s e d  t h e  m u rd e r , t h e  e v id e n c e  i s  

a c c e s s i b l e  to  o n ly  one  p e r s o n ;  f o r  t h a t  s t a t e m e n t  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  

t h e  c o u n te r f  a c tu a l  j u s t  m e n tio n e d . I  d i s c u s s  t h i s  ex am p le  o n ly  

b e c a u s e  a  s c i e n t i f i c  p r o c e d u re  r e g a r d in g  e v id e n c e  i s  ( i d e a l l y )  

em ployed i n  c o u r t s  o f  la w , n o t  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  

s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h .

Once we u n d e rs ta n d  how t h e s i s  6  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  a b o u t  c o u n te r -  

f a c t u a l  s i t u a t i o n s ,  we c a n  s e e  t h a t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  e v id e n c e  b e  

r e p e a t a b l e  by any r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t  i s  l ik e w i s e  so m etim es a b o u t  

c o u n te r f a c tu a l  s i t u a t i o n s .  I f  we c o u n t h i s t o r y  a s  a  s c i e n c e ,  one  

c a n  s e e  how t h e s i s  6  w ould  r e q u i r e  c o u n te r f  a c t u a l s  a s  w e l l .  No 

h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t  can  b e  s e e n ,  f o r  th e  o b v io u s  r e a s o n  t h a t  one  c a n n o t 

s e e  w h a t happened  i n  t h e  p a s t .  So no d i r e c t  e v id e n c e  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  

e v e n ts  c an  b e  h ad  e x c e p t  b y  th o s e  who w i tn e s s e d  th o s e  e v e n t s .  ( I  

am le a v in g  o u t  o f  c o n s id e r a t i o n  m e c h a n ic a l  r e c o r d in g s  o f  t h o s e  e v e n t s . )  

How c a n  t h i s  b e  r e c o n c i l e d  w i th  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  e v id e n c e  f o r  a  

s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h  i s  a c c e s s i b l e  to  an y  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t ?  I t  i s  s t i l l  

t h e  c a s e  t h a t  ^  a  r a t i o n a l  s u b je c t  l i v e d  a t  t h a t  t im e ,  w e re  a t  th e  

a p p r o p r i a t e  p l a c e ,  w ere  n o t  b l i n d ,  e t c . , t h e n  h e  w ou ld  h a v e  w i tn e s s e d
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t h e  e v e n t .

I  h a v e  n o t  m e n tio n e d  th e  o r d in a r y  c a s e s  o f  c o r r o b o r a t i o n  o f  

s c i e n t i f i c  h y p o th e s e s ,  i n  w h ich  th e  e v id e n c e  i s  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t .  (T h is  

i n c l u d e s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  e v id e n c e  t h a t  h i s t o r i a n s  p o s s e s s  f o r  s a y in g  

t h a t  c e r t a i n  e v e n ts  to o k  p l a c e . )  B u t t h e s e  o r d in a r y  c a s e s  p r e s e n t  

no p ro b le m ; t h e s i s  6  o b v io u s ly  i s  t r u e  o f  them .

W h ile  d i s c u s s in g  t h e  r e p e a t a b i l i t y  o f  e v id e n c e  f o r  a  s o l i t a r y  

s u b j e c t ,  I  n o te d  t h a t  th e  s e n s e  ’ o b j e c t  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s ’ i n c lu d e s  

’b e in g  i r r e d u c i b l e  to  my ( i . e . ,  any  s u b j e c t ’ s )  a c t u a l  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  

i t ’ , o r  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ^ . (C o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a n  o b j e c t  a s  i t s e l f - g i v e n ,  

i s  e v id e n c e ^  w h ic h , a s  we h a v e  a l r e a d y  n o te d ,  i s  a  p r e r e q u i s i t e  o f  

e v id e n c e ^ , o r  th e  e v id e n c e  o f  a  p r o p o s i t i o n .  ) The r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  

e v id e n c e  o f  a  s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h  b e  r e p r o d u c ib l e  b y  any  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t  

a p p e a r s  t o  r e q u i r e  a  s t r o n g e r  s e n s e  o f  t h e  te rm  ’ t r a n s c e n d e n c e '.  I f  

t h e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  t h e  o b j e c t  ( e v id e n c e ^ )  i s  r e p e a t a b l e  by  an y  

r a t i o n a l  s i i b j e c t ,  th e n  th e  o b j e c t  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  m u st b e  i r r e d u c i b l e  

t o  any  s i n g l e  s u b j e c t ’s  p o s s i b l e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  i t  ( h e r e a f t e r ;  

t r a n s c e n d e n c e g ) . I f  th e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  t h e  o b j e c t  i s  r e p e a t a b l e  by 

a n y o n e , th e n  i t  i s  th e  same o b j e c t  o f  w h ic h  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  c a n  b e  

c o n s c io u s .  T hus, s in c e  an y o n e  e l s e ’ s  i n t e n d in g s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  from  

m ine— s in c e  i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  f o r  two s u b j e c t ' s  i n t e n d in g s  t o  b e  

( n u m e r ic a l ly )  i d e n t i c a l — any  o b j e c t ,  t h e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  w h ic h  i s  t h e  

e v id e n c e  o f  a  s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h ,  m u st b e  i r r e d u c i b l e  t o  my p o s s i b l e  

i n te n d in g s  o f  i t .  T h is ,  i n  t u r n ,  a p p e a r s  t o  r e q u i r e  t h a t  e v e ry  o b j e c t  

o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  w h ich  s e r v e s  a s  e v id e n c e  o f  a  s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h  i s  

p u b l i c .
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T h ese  r e f l e c t i o n s  b r in g  a  p ro b le m  to  t h e  f o r e .  W hat a r e  we 

to  s a y  a b o u t  s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h s  a b o u t  n o n - p u b l i c  ( p r i v a t e )  o b j e c t s ?

One. m ig h t  c o n s id e r  some o f  S a r t r e ' s  s ta t e m e n ts  a b o u t  im ages a s  exam p les 

o f  s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h s  a b o u t  p r i v a t e  o b j e c t s .  T h is  i s  i n  f a c t  no 

o b j e c t i o n  to  t h e s i s  6  a t  a l l .  To show t h a t  t h i s  i s  s o  r e q u i r e s  

c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  w o rd s  ' o b j e c t ' ,  ' t h e  s a m e ',  and  ' p r i v a t e ' .

The o b j e c t i o n  seem s p l a u s i b l e  a t  f i r s t  i n  p a r t  b e c a u s e  p h y s ic a l  

o b j e c t s  a r e  t h e  p a ra d ig m  c a s e  o f  w h a t we c a l l  " p u b l i c  o b j e c t s " .  S in c e  

im ages a r e  n o t  p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t s ,  th e y  do n o t  a p p e a r  to  b e  p u b l i c  o b j e c t s  

e i t h e r .  So, any  s c i e n t i f i c  s ta t e m e n t  a b o u t  im ages a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a  

c o u n te r  exam ple t o  t h e s i s  6 .

To t h i s  i t  may b e  o b je c te d  t h a t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t s  

a r e  t h e  p a ra d ig m  c a s e  o f  p u b l i c  o b j e c t s  d o e s  n o t  m ean t h a t  th e y  a r e  

t h e  o n ly  p u b l ic  o b j e c t s .  Tn f a c t ,  th e y  a r e  n o t .  I f  o n e  p a y s  s p e c i a l  

a t t e n t i o n  to  t h e  m ea n in g s  o f  ' p r i v a t e '  an d  'p u b l i c '  i n  t h i s  c o n te x t ,  i t  

c a n  b e  s e e n  t h a t  im ages a r e  n o t  p r i v a t e .  An o b j e c t  i s  p r i v a t e  i f  and  

o n ly  i f  i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  f o r  o t h e r  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s  to  b e  c o n s c io u s  

o f  i t .  B u t to  w h a t d o e s  ' i t '  r e f e r ?  T h e s is  6  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  i t  i s  

p o s s i b l e  t h a t  o t h e r  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s  a r e  c o n s c io u s  o f  t h e  sam e o b j e c t .  

W hat H u s s e r l  m eans by  ' t h e  sam e ' m u st b e  c l a r i f i e d  i f  we a r e  to  show t h a t  

t h e  o b j e c t io n  i s  n o t  to  t h e  p o i n t .

We r e q u i r e  some c r i t e r i o n  ( c r i t e r i a )  f o r  t h e  n u m e r ic a l  

i d e n t i t y  o f  im a g e s . Two p r o p o s i t i o n s  a r e  u n i v e r s a l l y  t r u e :  (1 ) No

two p e r s o n s  c a n  b e  i n t u i t i v e l y  c o n s c io u s  o f  n u m e r ic a l ly  t h e  sam e im a g e , 

and  (2 )  T he n u m e r ic a l  i d e n t i t y  o f  im ages c h a n g e s  w i t h  te m p o r a l ly  

s e p a r a t e  e p is o d e s  i n  o n e 's  m e n ta l  l i f e .  E ven  i f  n e i t h e r  (1 )  n o r  (2 )
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a r e  a c c e p t a b l e ,  t h a t  w i l l  n o t  a f f e c t  my p o i n t .  T he p o i n t  i s  t h a t  

t h e s i s  6  d o es  n o t  r e q u i r e  t h a t  two p e r s o n s  c a n  b e  c o n s c io u s  o f  

n u m e r ic a l ly  th e  sam e o b j e c t .  T h e s is  6  i s  n o t  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  e i t h e r  

(1 ) o r  ( 2 ) ,  s in c e  t h e s i s  6  r e q u i r e s  o n ly  t h a t  I  c a n  b e  c o n s c io u s  o f  

th e  same k in d  o f  o b j e c t .

C o n s id e r  a  p a s s a g e  from  S a r t r e ' s  T he  P sy c h o lo g y  o f  I m a g in a t io n  

a s  a n  exam ple;

W hat s h a l l  we sa y  o f  t h e  im age? I s  i t  a p p r e n t i c e s h ip  o r  
know ledge?  L e t  u s  n o te  f i r s t  t h a t  i t  seem s to  b e lo n g  to  
p e r c e p t i o n .  I n  t h e  o n e , a s  i n  t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e  o b j e c t  p r e s e n t s  
i t s e l f  i n  p r o f i l e s ,  i n  p r o j e c t i o n s ,  i n  w h a t t h e  Germ ans d e s ig n a t e  
b y  th e  a p t  te rm  ' A b s c h a ttu n g e n ' ( P I ,  p .  1 0 ) .

Of c o u r s e ,  S a r t r e  i s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  an y  im age  w h a ts o e v e r ,  r a t h e r  th a n

th e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  im age  ( s a y ,  a  c u b e ) .  B u t th e

c r u c i a l  p o i n t s  a r e  t r u e  i n  b o th  c a s e s .  W h e th e r I  am t a l k i n g  a b o u t

any im age w h a ts o e v e r  o r  th e ' c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a n  im age o f  a  c u b e , i t

i s  t r u e  t h a t  ( 1 ) th e  o b j e c t  i s  d e s c r i b a b l e ,  ( 2 ) o t h e r  r a t i o n a l

s u b j e c t s  c an  u n d e rs ta n d  w h a t i s  b e in g  d e s c r i b e d ,  and  th u s  (3 ) o t h e r

r a t i o n a l  s u b je c t s  c an  summon up a n  im age w i t h  t h e  sam e p r o p e r t i e s

( p ro v id e d  t h a t  th e  s ta t e m e n t  i s  t r u e ) . B u t t h i s  i s  a l l  t h a t  i s

r e q u i r e d  f o r  a n  o b j e c t  to  b e  p u b l i c  i n  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  s e n s e .  A lth o u g h

S a r t r e  (a  d i f f e r e n t  p e rs o n )  had  a n  im age  o f  a  c u b e  a t  a  d i f f e r e n t

t im e ,  one  c an  u n d e rs ta n d  w h a t h e  s a y s  and  summon up  th e  a p p r o p r i a t e

im age . T h u s , i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  o t h e r  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s  to  b e

c o n s c io u s  o f  t h e  sam e s o r t  o f  im age . H ence , i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  any

r a t i o n a l  s u b je c t  to  c o n s u l t  h i s  own e x p e r ie n c e  and  t e s t  S a r t r e ' s

c la im . In d e e d , S a r t r e  i s  c o r r e c t ;  a n y  im age  o f  w h ic h  I  c an  b e

c o n s c io u s  ^  g iv e n  p e r s p e c t i v a l l y .
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One m ig h t s a y  t h a t  t h e s i s  6  i s  p o s i t i v i s t i c  d o c t r i n e  i n  

H u s s e r l ’ s p h i lo s o p h y . F o r  H u s s e r l  i s  s a y in g  t h a t  an y  s c i e n t i f i c  

t r u t h  m ust b e  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e l y  c o n f i r m a b le .  I  s a y  " c o n f i rm a b le "  

r a t h e r  th a n  " v e r i f i a b l e " ,  s i n c e  th e  te rm  ' v e r i f i c a t i o n ' ,  i n  th e  

c o n te x t  o f  a  d i s c u s s io n  o f  p o s i t i v i s m ,  h a s  th e  c o n n o ta t io n  o f  

c o m p le te  and e x h a u s t iv e  c o n f i r m a t io n .  B ut H u s s e r l  e x p r e s s ly  r e j  e c t s  

t h e  v iew  t h a t  a l l  s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h s  a r e  v e r i f i a b l e  i n  t h i s  s e n s e .  Any 

s c ie n c e  w h ich  m ust r e l y  on  s e n s e r -e x p e r ie n c e  to  c o n firm  i t s  h y p o th e s e s  

and t h e o r i e s  c a n n o t a c h ie v e  f i n a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  T h is  i s  a  c o n seq u e n c e  

o f  th e  n a tu r e  o f  s e n s e - e x p e r ie n c e .  T h e re  i s  a lw ay s  th e  o p en  p o s s i b i l i t y  

t h a t  i t  can  b e  d e c e p t iv e  (FTL, p .  2 8 1 ) . B ut t h i s  does  n o t  p rom pt 

H u s s e r l  to  r e j e c t  th o s e  s c i e n c e s ,  t h e i r  m e th o d s , o r  s e n s e - e x p e r ie n c e  

i n  g e n e r a l .  I n  f a c t ,  h e  th in k s  t h a t  i t  i s  p o s i t i v e l y  w rongheaded  to  

do s o .

F o r t h i s  same r e a s o n ,  m o re o v e r , i t  i s  wrong f o r  a  c r i t i c i s m  
o f  se n su o u s  e x p e r ie n c e ,  w h ic h  n a t u r a l l y  b r in g s  o u t  i t s  
e s s e n t i a l  im p e r f e c t io n  ( t h a t  i s :  i t s  b e in g  a t  th e  m ercy  o f
f u r t h e r  e x p e r i e n c e ! ) ,  t o  end w i th  r e j e c t i n g  i t — w hereupon  th e  
c r i t i c  i n  h i s  e x tr e m i ty  a p p e a ls  to  h y p o th e s e s  an d  i n d i r e c t  
a rg u m e n ts , w i th  w h ich  h e  a t te m p ts  to  s e i z e  t h e  phantom  o f  
some ( a b s u r d ly )  t r a n s c e n d e n t  ' I n - I t s e l f ' (FTL, p p . 1 6 1 -1 6 2 ).

V e r i f i c a t i o n  i n  th e  s t r o n g  s e n s e  i s  a n  u n a c h ie v a b le  i d e a l  i n  su c h

s c ie n c e s ,  i f  n o t  i n  a l l  s c i e n c e s .

A lthough  one m ig h t s a y  t h a t  t h e s i s  6  i s  p o s i t i v i s t i c ,  a  

c o u p le  o f  d i f f e r e n c e s  s h o u ld  b e  n o te d . F i r s t ,  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  

c o n f i r m a b i l i ty  h a s  n o th in g  to  do w i th  th e  m ean ing  o f  a  p r o p o s i t io n  

i n  H u s s e r l 's  p h i lo s o p h y . S e c o n d ly , H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

e v e ry  n o n - a n a ly t i c  p r o p o s i t i o n  m u st b e  c o n f i rm a b le  by  s e n s e - e x p e r ie n c e .  

F o r H u s s e r l ,  th e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  t h e  r e v e r s e  o f  t h e  p o s i t i v i s t i c  p o s i t i o n :
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I t  i s  t h e  m ean ing  o f  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  w h ic h  d i c t a t e s  t h e  way i t  i s  to  

b e  c o n firm e d .

1 1 . The M eaning o f  ’R a t io n a l  S u b j e c t ’

T h ro u g h o u t t h i s  d i s c u s s io n  o f  t h e  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  

o f  s c i e n t i f i c  e v id e n c e  and t r u t h  I  h a v e  u s e d  t h e  te rm  ’ r a t i o n a l  s u b j  e c t ' , 

r a t h e r  th a n  ’o t h e r  s u b j e c t ' .  T h e re  i s  a  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  

’ r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t ’ . The s u b j e c t s  f o r  whom t h e  e v id e n c e  o f  a  s c i e n t i f i c  

t r u t h  m u st i n  p r i n c i p l e  b e  a c c e s s i b l e  m u st b e  c a p a b le  o f  ta k in g  th e  

e v id e n c e  a s  e v id e n c e  ( o r  o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  o s t e n s i b l e  e v id e n c e  a s  

i r r e l e v a n t ) .  C e r ta in  a b i l i t i e s  m u st b e  a t t r i b u t e d  to  t h e  ( p o s s ib le )  

s u b j e c t s  f o r  whom th e  e v id e n c e  i s  a c c e s s i b l e ,  a b i l i t i e s  w h ic h  n o t  e v e ry  

s u b je c t  seem  to  p o s s e s s .  T h e se  i n c lu d e  t h e  a b i l i t i e s  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  

-betw een  g e n u in e  and d e c e p t iv e  e v id e n c e , t o  i d e n t i f y  i r r e l e v a n t  e v id e n c e  

a s  s u c h , and  to  com m unicate. I f  any  o f  t h e s e  a b i l i t i e s  w e re  n o t  

a s c r i b a b l e  to  t h e  s u b je c t s  who p la y  a  r o l e  i n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  

s e n s e s  ’s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h ’ , ’ g e n u in e  e v id e n c e ’ , ’ d e c e p t iv e  e v id e n c e ’ , 

e t c . ,  t h e  c o n c e p t ’ s c i e n c e ’ c o u ld  b e  c o n s t i t u t e d  s o l i p s i s t i c a l l y .

T h e s is  6 , i n  a  w o rd , w ould  b e  f a l s e .  B u t t h a t  w ould  am ount t o  th e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  t r u t h  o f  ’T h e re  c a n  b e  o n ly  o n e  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t  

t o  whom t h e  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  t r u t h  o f  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  P i s  a c c e s s i b l e ’ .

T h u s , t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e en  g e n u in e  and d e c e p t iv e  e v id e n c e  c a n  b e  

c o n s t i t u t e d  o n ly  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e l y .  S in c e  t h a t  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  a  

n e c e s s a ry  p a r t  o f  th e  c o n c e p t ’ s c i e n c e ’ , t h e  s e n s e  ’ s c i e n c e ’ c a n  b e  

c o n s t i t u t e d  o n ly  i n t e r s u b j  e c t i v e l y .  The a b i l i t y  t o  show t h a t  som eone 

h a s  m i s i d e n t i f i e d  some e v id e n c e  ( o r ,  m ore g e n e r a l l y ,  h a s  m ade some
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m is ta k e )  r e q u i r e s  t h e  a b i l i t i e s  j u s t  m e n tio n e d . P u t  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  to  

i d e n t i f y  so m eth in g  a s  a  s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h  t h a t  i s  c o r r o b o r a te d  by  

e v id e n c e  i s  to  b e  com m itted  to  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  

o t h e r  s u b je c t s  w i th  t h e  a b i l i t i e s  m e n tio n e d  a b o v e  c a n  t e s t  i t  an d  s e e  

t h a t  i t  i s  s o .

B u t c o n s id e r  th e  c a s e  o f  my h a m s te r .  S uppose  t h a t  I  am 

e x p e r im e n tin g  i n  o r d e r  to  t e s t  t h e  h y p o th e s i s  " A l l  m ix tu r e s  o f  X and  

y  e x p lo d e " . Suppose  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n  e x p lo s io n  on  e v e ry  o c c a s io n  

t h a t  I  m ix w h a t I  ta k e  to  b e  X and  Y. Now my h a m s te r  c a n  s e e  t h e  

r e s u l t s  o f  my e x p e rim e n ts  e v e ry  b i t  a s  much a s  I  c a n . So w h a t i s  th e  

need  to  a s c r i b e  c e r t a i n  r a t i o n a l  c a p a c i t i e s  t o  th e  s u b j e c t s  t o  whom 

th e  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  t r u t h  o f  a  s c i e n t i f i c  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  a c c e s s ib l e ?

The r e a s o n  i s  a s  f o l lo w s :  a l th o u g h  i n  some s e n s e  my h a m s te r

s e e s  ( o r  can  s e e )  th e  sam e th in g  t h a t  I  d o , t h e  e x p e r im e n ts  do n o t  

mean t h e  same th in g  to  h e r .  She d o es  n o t  s e e  t h a t  th e y  a r e  s c i e n t i f i c  

t e s t s ,  n o r  s e e  th e  e x p lo s io n s  ^  e v id e n c e . S up p o se  t h a t  I  h a v e  

a c c i d e n t l y  b e e n  m ix ing  Z and Y, r a t h e r  th a n  X and  Y. My h a m s te r  i s  

n o t  th e  s o r t  o f  s u b je c t  t h a t  c a n  i d e n t i f y  t h e  c h e m ic a l  a s  Z r a t h e r  

: th a n  X, and th u s  c o r r e c t  my e r r o r .  She c a n n o t  show me t h a t  I  h a v e  

n o t  b e e n  c o r r o b o r a t in g  th e  h y p o th e s i s  'A l l  m ix tu r e s  o f  X and Y e x p l o d e '. 

H ence, my h a m s te r  i s  n o t  th e  s o r t  o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t  to  w h ich  H u s s e r l  i s  

r e f e r r i n g  i n  t h e s i s  6 . O nly  a n  o pen  p l u r a l i t y  o f  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s  c a n  

c o n s t i t u t e  th e  s e n s e  ' s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h ' .  'N o n - r a t i o n a l '  i n  t h i s  

c o n te x t  means 'i n c a p a b le  o f  d o in g  s c i e n c e ' .

A p a s s a g e  t h a t  I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  c i t e d  show s t h a t  H u s s e r l  h o ld s  

t h i s  t h e s i s .
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E very  ’ s c i e n t i f i c  s t a t e m e n t ’ h a s  t h i s  s e n s e  fro m  t h e  s t a r t .
I t  i s  a l r e a d y  a d d re s s e d  to  t h i s  ’ e v e ry o n e ’ an d  s t a t e s  w h a t 
t h e  s u b s t r a t e - o h j  e c t i v i t i e s  a r e  i n  t r u t h — a s  e v e ry o n e  c a n  s e e  
(FTL, p p . 1 2 5 -1 2 6 , em p h asis  m in e ) .

I f  e v e ry o n e  c a n  s e e  t h a t  a  s c i e n t i f i c  s ta t e m e n t  i s  t r u e  b y  ’’s e e in g ”

( e v id e n c e ) , th e n  th e y  m ust b e  a b l e  to  ( 1 ) i d e n t i f y  t h e  e v id e n c e  a s

e v id e n c e ,  ( 2 ) t h a t  shows t h e  t r u t h  ( o r  f a l s e h o o d )  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r

s c i e n t i f i c  s t a t e m e n t ,  and (3 ) u n d e r s ta n d  th e  s t a t e m e n t .  T he se c o n d

r e q u i r e m e n t  i s  t r u e ,  s i n c e  n o t  e v e ry  e v id e n c e  c o n f irm s  an y  h y p o th e s i s .

I f  a  s u b j e c t  w e re  in c a p a b le  o f  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  b e tw e e n  r e l e v a n t  an d

i r r e l e v a n t  e v id e n c e , th e n  h e  w ould  b e  in c a p a b le  o f  s e e in g  t h e  t r u t h

o f  any  p a r t i c u l a r  h y p o th e s i s  ( a s  o p p o sed  to  any  o t h e r ) . T he s e c o n d ,

r e q u i r e m e n t ,  i n  t u r n ,  im p l ie s  t h e  t h i r d ,  s i n c e  i t  i s  on t h e  b a s i s

o f  a n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  m ean ing  o f  t h e  s ta t e m e n t  (an d  o n ly  on t h a t

b a s i s )  t h a t  one  c an  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw e en  r e l e v a n t  an d  i r r e l e v a n t

e v id e n c e . I n  s h o r t ,  t o  i d e n t i f y  so m e th in g  a s  a  s c i e n t i f i c  s ta te m e n t

i s  to  i d e n t i f y  i t  a s  so m e th in g , t h e  t r u t h  o f  w h ic h  c an  b e  s e e n  by  any

r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t .

Thus t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t r u t h  f o r  e v e ry o n e , and o n c e  f o r  a l l ,  
o f f e r s  no  p a r t i c u l a r  p ro b le m . T h is  ' e v e ry o n e ’ i s  e v e ry  human 
b e in g  o r  s u p p o s a b le  q u a s i-h u m a n  b e in g  i n  t h e  a c t u a l  w o r ld  ( o r  
i n  a  p o s s ib l e  w o r ld ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a b s o lu t e  t r u t h s  a b o u t  i t ) , 
s o  f a r  a s  su c h  a  b e in g  i s  a t  a l l  c a p a b le  o f  e v id e n c e  a s  
c o g n i t io n  o f  t r u t h  (FTL, p . 226 , l a s t  em p h a s is  m in e ) .

12 . E x i s t e n t i a l  Commitments and  th e  P ro b lem  o f  I n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y

T h e se  r e f l e c t i o n s  r a i s e  a  c o u p le  o f  p ro b le m s . I f  to  i d e n t i f y  

so m e th in g  a s  a  s c i e n t i f i c  s ta t e m e n t  i s  t o  b e  co m m itted  to  t h e  p o s i t i o n  

t h a t  i t s  t r u t h  i s  " t h e r e  f o r  e v e ry o n e " , th e n  i s  e v e ry  s c i e n t i s t  

c o m m itted  t o  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s ?  A s c i e n t i s t
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may a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  o t h e r  r a t i o n a l ,  s u b j e c t s  e x i s t .

B u t i s  h e  com m itted  to  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e  by  t h e  v e r y  n a tu r e  o f  h i s  

e n t e r p r i s e ?  A re  s c ie n c e  and  s o l i p s i s m  c o m p a t ib le ?

T h is  p rob lem  i s  im p o r ta n t  i n  t h e  c o n te x t  o f  a  d i s c u s s io n  o f  

H u s s e r l i a n  phenom enology, s i n c e  i t  c o n c e rn s  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n .  H u s s e r l  c o n te n d s  t h a t  i f  one  a d o p ts  t h e  

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l s t a n d p o in t ,  o n e  i s  n e u t r a l  a s  to  w h e th e r  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  

e x i s t .

O th e r  men th a n  I ,  and b r u t e  a n im a ls ,  a r e  d a t a  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  f o r  
me o n ly  b y  v i r t u e  o f  my se n su o u s  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  t h e i r  b o d i ly  
o rg a n is m s ; a n d , s in c e  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h i s  e x p e r ie n c e  to o  
i s  c a l l e d  i n  q u e s t io n ,  I  m u st n o t  u s e  i t . . . . I n  s h o r t . . .  t h e  w h o le  
c o n c r e te  s u rro u n d in g  l i f e - w o r l d  i s  f o r  me, from  now o n , o n ly  
a  phenomenon o f  b e in g ,  i n s t e a d  o f  s o m e th in g  t h a t  i s  (CM, p . 19 , 
em p h asis  m in e ) .

B u t i f  H u s s e r l  i s  d o in g  s c ie n c e  ( i n  th e  s e n s e  e x p l i c a t e d  h e r e ) ,  and 

i f  t h a t  e n t e r p r i s e  com m its o n e  to  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r  r a t i o n a l  

s u b j e c t s ,  th e n  a  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l s c ie n c e  i s  im p o s s ib le .

I f  by  's o l i p s i s m ' we u n d e r s ta n d  ' t h e  t h e s i s  t h a t  I  am th e  o n ly  

s u b j e c t  t h a t  e x i s t s ' ,  th e n  I  t h i n k  t h a t  s c i e n c e  an d  s o l i p s i s m  a r e  

c o m p a t ib le .  A h o lo c a u s t  c o u ld  k i l l  e v e ry o n e  b u t  m e. H ow ever, i t  

w ou ld  s t i l l  b e  p o s s i b l e  f o r  me to  engage  i n  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h .  I  

c o u ld  s t i l l  c o n f irm  and  r e f u t e  h y p o th e s e s .  And I  c o u ld  s t i l l  i d e n t i f y  

some h y p o th e s e s  a s  o b j e c t iv e l y  t r u e  a l th o u g h ,  a s  a  m a t t e r  o f  p r a c t i c e ,

I  c o u ld  n o t  b e  j u s t i f i a b l y  a s s u r e d  t h a t  my r e s u l t s  a r e  o b j e c t i v e .  I  

hope  t h a t  t h e  exam ple a b o u t m ix tu re s  o f  X and  Y i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  p o i n t  

t h a t  a  s o l i t a r y  s u b je c t  ru n s  t h e  p e r p e t u a l  r i s k  o f  e r r o r  ( e . g . ,  

i d e n t i f y i n g  i r r e l e v a n t  e v id e n c e , o r  m ix tu r e s  o f  Z and  Y, a s  r e l e v a n t  

e v id e n c e ) .  B u t to  s a y  t h a t  a  s o l i t a r y  s u b j e c t  c a n  b e  m is ta k e n  i s  n o t
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to  s a y  t h a t  h e  a lw ay s  ^  ( o r  w i l l  b e )  m is ta k e n .  As a  m a t te r  o f  f a c t ,  

t h e r e  a r e  no o th e r  s u b je c t s  to  c h e ck  th e  r e s u l t s  i n  su c h  a  s i t u a t i o n ,  

a l th o u g h  a  s o l i t a r y  s u b je c t  c a n  re e x a m in e  t h e  e v id e n c e .

I t  i s  f a i r  to  o b j e c t  " I f  t h i s  i s  s o ,  th e n  w h a t i s  t h e  p o i n t  

o f  t h e s i s  6 ? " .  D o e s n 't  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  h a s  j u s t  b e e n  ta k e n  c o n f l i c t  

w i th  t h e s i s  6 ? I  do n o t  t h in k  s o .  T h e s is  6  im p l ie s  o n ly  t h a t ,  i n  

d o in g  s c ie n c e ,  one i s  com m itted  to  th e  p o s s i b l e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o th e r  

r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s  who c a n  t e s t  o n e 's  c la im s .  T h is  i s  c o m p a tib le  w ith  

s o l ip s i s m .  The s o l i t a r y  s u b je c t  who i s  d o in g  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  

i s  com m itted  to  th e  p r o p o s i t io n  ' I f  o th e r  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s  e x i s t ,  

th e n  th e y  can  exam ine th e  e v id e n c e  f o r  my c la im s  and  s e e  t h a t  th e y  

a r e  t r u e  ( o r  d e te rm in e  t h a t  th e y  a r e  f a l s e ) ' .

L e t  me o f f e r  an  a rg im e n t by  a n a lo g y  f o r  th e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  s c ie n c e  

and s o l ip s i s m  a r e  c o m p a tib le . I t  seem s to  me t h a t  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n  i s  

a n a lo g o u s  to  th e  c o m p a t ib i l i t y  o f  s o l ip s i s m  a n d  r e a l i s m .  We i d e n t i f y  

th e  w o r ld ,  and  th in g s  i n  i t ,  a s  b e in g  i r r e d u c i b l e  to  my (any  

p a r t i c u l a r  s u b j e c t ' s )  p o s s ib l e  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  i t .  T h is  i s  a  co n seq u en ce  

o f  o u r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  w o rld  and  p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t s  a s  e x i s t i n g  

in d e p e n d e n tly .  T hus, th e  w o rld  and p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t s  a r e  i n t e r 

su b j e c t i v e l y  c o n s t i t u t e d .  Now, im a g in e  t h a t  you  a r e  t h e  o n ly  s u b je c t  

t h a t  e x i s t s .  Would i t  b e  incum ben t upon you  to  c e a s e  to  i d e n t i f y  

p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t s  a s  b e in g  i r r e d u c i b l e  to  y o u r  p o s s i b l e  i n te n t i o n s ?  No.

To i d e n t i f y  p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t s  a s  s u c h  w ould com m it one  o n ly  to  th e  

p r o p o s i t i o n  'T h e r e  can  b e  o t h e r s  who c an  s e e  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  o f  t h i s  

p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t  a t  th e  sam e tim e  t h a t  I  s e e  t h i s  s i d e " .

I f  i t  b e  o b je c te d  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a  w eak  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  ' e x i s t s
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i n d e p e n d e n t ly ',  my r e s p o n s e  i s  t h a t  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  a f f e c t  my p o i n t .

I f  a  r e a l i s t  t a k e s  ' e x i s t s  in d e p e n d e n t ly ' to  m ean ' e x i s t i n g  a p a r t  

from  any  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  s u b j e c t i v i t y  w h a t s o e v e r ',  th e n  a  c o n seq u e n c e  

o f  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  i s  t h a t  s o l ip s i s m  i s  c o m p a t ib le  w i t h  i t .

I  t h in k  t h a t  t h i s  c o n c e iv a b le  s i t u a t i o n  i s  c o m p a rab le  to  th e  

on e  c o n c e rn in g  s c ie n c e  and s o l ip s i s m .  J u s t  a s  t h e  w o r ld  and th in g s  

i n  i t  e x i s t  i n  t h e i r  own r i g h t ,  so  s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h s  a r e  t r u e  i n  

t h e i r  own r i g h t .  I t  w ould no m ore b e  in cu m b e n t upon  o n e  to  c e a s e  to  

i d e n t i f y  c e r t a i n  h y p o th e s e s  a s  t r u e  i n  a  s o l i p s i s t i c  s i t u a t i o n ,  th a n  

i t  w ould  b e  in cu m b en t upon one to  c e a s e  to  i d e n t i f y  p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t s  

a s  i r r e d u c i b l e  t o  o n e 's  p o s s i b l e  i n t e n t i o n s .  B o th  p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t s  

and  s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h s  a r e  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e l y  c o n s t i t u t e d .  B u t i n  b o th  

c a s e s  one i s  com m itted  o n ly  to  t h e  p o s s i b l e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s .  

J u s t  a s  'T h is  i s  a  p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t '  im p l ie s  'T h i s  i s  p e r c e i v a b le  

by  an  open  p l u r a l i t y  o f s u b j e c t s '  b u t  d o es  n o t  im p ly  'T h i s  i s  

p e rc e iv e d  b y  s u b j e c t s ' ,  so  'T h i s  i s  a  s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h '  im p l ie s  ' I t s  

t r u t h  and th e  e v id e n c e  o f  i t  a r e  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  a n  o p en  p l u r a l i t y  o f  

s u b j e c t s '  b u t  does  n o t  im p ly  ' I t s  t r u t h  and  t h e  e v id e n c e  o f  i t  a r e  s e e n  

b y  o th e r  s u b j e c t s ' .  I n  n e i t h e r  c a s e  d o e s  a n  e x i s t e n t i a l l y  q u a n t i f i e d  

p r o p o s i t i o n  f o l lo w .

I f  t h i s  a rgum en t i s  so u n d , th e n  a  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l s c ie n c e  i s

p o s s ib l e .

T h is  h e lp s  to  c l a r i f y  a  c o u p le  o f  p o i n t s  a b o u t  H u s s e r l 's  

p rob lem  o f  i n t e r s u b j  e c t i v i t y .  I f ,  a s  I  s h a l l  a r g u e ,  H u s s e r l  i s  

t r y i n g  t o  a n a ly z e  th e  n e u t r a l  c o n c e p t  o f  s c i e n c e ,  i n  p a r t ,  by  re s p o n d in g  

t o  th e  p rob lem  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  th e n  i f  my a rg u m e n t i s  so u n d , th e n
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H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  to  show t h a t  o t h e r  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s  e x i s t  i n  

o r d e r  to  g iv e  a  p h i lo s o p h i c a l ly  s a t i s f a c t o r y  a n a l y s i s .  T h is  i s  a  

p a r t i a l ,  d e fe n s e  o f  H u s s e r l  s i n c e ,  a s  I  s h a l l  a r g u e ,  h e  d o es  n o t  t r y  

t o  p ro v e  t h a t  o t h e r  r a t i o n a l  s u b je c t s  e x i s t .  T he se c o n d  p o i n t  h a s  to  do 

w i th  t h e  c o n c e p t  * r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s ' .  I f ,  a s  I  h a v e  a rg u e d , o n ly  an  

open  p l u r a l i t y  o f  r a t i o n a l  s u b je c t s  c a n  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  s e n s e  ' s c i e n c e ' ,  

t h e n  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  s e n s e  ' o th e r  s u b j e c t '  i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  a  

p h i lo s o p h i c a l ly  s a t i s f a c t o r y  a c c o u n t  o f  o u r  c o n c e p t  o f  s c ie n c e .

H u s s e r l  m u st show how th e  s e n s e  ' r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t '  i s  c o n s t i t u t e d .

13 . F u r th e r  C l a r i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  H o r iz o n  o f  'S c i e n t i f i c  T r u th ' and

' E v id e n c e '

A. The I d e n t i t y  o f  Ju d g em en ts

We r e c a l l  t h a t  s c i e n t i f i c  e v id e n c e . ( e v id e n c e 2 ) i s  t h e  p r o p e r ty  

o f  a  ju d g em en t w hen i t  f i t s  a  c o r re s p o n d in g  a c t u a l i t y  ( s e e  t h e s i s  3 ) .

Now, we h a v e  s e e n  t h a t  th e  s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h  o f  a  p r o p o s i t i o n ,  w hich  

w e r e g a r d  a s  a  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  e v id e n c e  t h a t  show s i t ,  r e q u i r e s  c r i t i c a l  

v e r i f i c a t i o n .  T h a t i s ,  p a r t  o f  w h a t we m ean b y  ' a  s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h '  i s  

' a  p r o p o s i t i o n  w h ich  h a s  b e e n  c r i t i c a l l y  v e r i f i e d ' . C r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n ,  

how ev er, i s  a  p r o c e s s .  T h a t we r e g a r d  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  a s  a  s c i e n t i f i c  

t r u t h  i s  a  f u n c t i o n  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  e v id e n c e  r e l e v a n t  t o  i t s  t r u t h  h a s  

b e e n  p ro d u ce d  and  c r i t i c i z e d  ( i . e . ,  h a s  b e e n  th ro u g h  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  

c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n ) . I t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  t h e r e  w as a  t im e  

when e a c h  s c i e n t i f i c  ju d g em en t h a s  n o t  b e e n  c r i t i c a l l y  v e r i f i e d .  T h is  

ex p o ses  a n o th e r  n e c e s s a r y  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n  o n  an y  s c i e n t i s t ' s  p a r t ,  n am ely .
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t h a t  a  ju d g em e n t i s  i d e n t i c a l  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  c r i t i c a l  

v e r i f i c a t i o n .  The i d e n t i t y  o f  a  ju d g e m e n t i n  p a r t  g u id e s  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  

i n q u i r y ;  i t  i s  t h a t  f o r  w h ic h  o n e  g a th e r s  e v id e n c e .  F u r t h e r ,  a  j u d g e 

m ent m ust b e  r e i d e n t i f i a b l e  a s  t h e  sam e ju d g e m e n t i f  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  

c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n  i s  p o s s i b l e .  I f  i t  w e re  n o t  r e i d e n t i f i a b l e ,  th e n  

s c i e n t i s t s  w ould  n o t  know t h a t  f o r  w h ic h  th e y  h a v e , h a d , o r  w i l l  h a v e  

e v id e n c e . I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n  w ou ld  

b r e a k  down.

I n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  F o rm al and T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic  H u s s e r l

d i s t i n g u i s h e s  t h r e e  s o r t s  o f  ju d g e m e n ts :  c o n fu s e d , d i s t i n c t ,  an d  c l e a r .

I n  p a ra g ra p h  21 H u s s e r l  n o te s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  k in d  o f  e v id e n c e  i n

w h ic h  t h e  sam en ess  o f  t h e  ju d g e m e n t th ro u g h o u t  t h e  m odes o f  c o n fu s io n ,

d i s t i n c t n e s s  and  c l a r i t y ,  i s  g iv e n .

W ith  th e  t r a n s i t i o n ,  w i th  t h e  m aking  d i s t i n c t  t o  o n e s e l f  o f  
w h a t one  t r u l y  m ean t i n  t h e  v a g u e  [ i . e . , co n fu sed ) ju d g in g  
p r o c e s s  o f  m e a n in g . .  .w i th  t h i s  t r a n s i t i o n  th e  d i s t i n c t  ju d g e 
m en t becom es g iv e n  a s  a n  e v id e n t  m ere  e x p l i c a t i o n  o f  th e  t r u e  
s e n s e  o r  m e a n in g . T h e re  comes t o  p a s s  a  c o in c id e n c e  o f  i d e n t i t y  
b e lo n g in g  to  a n  o r i g i n a l l y  p e c u l i a r  ty p e ,  w h ich  i n d i c a t e s  a  
fu n d a m e n ta l  ty p e  o f  'e v id e n c e '  (FTL, p .  6 9 ) .

T h is  fu n d a m e n ta l  k in d  o f  e v id e n c e  i s  d i f f e r e n t  from  t h e  e v id e n c e  

I  h a v e  b e e n  d i s c u s s in g  i n  a n  im p o r ta n t  r e s p e c t .  I  h a v e  b e e n  t a l k i n g  

a b o u t  t h e  s o r t  o f  e v id e n c e  w h ic h , i d e a l l y  s p e a k in g ,  show s th e  t r u t h  

o f  a  p r o p o s i t i o n .  B u t i n  o r d e r  t o  do t h a t  ( i . e . ,  t o  v e r i f y  c r i t i c a l l y ) ,  

one  m u st h a v e  th e  e v id e n c e  o f  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  ju d g e m e n t th ro u g h o u t  

t h a t  p r o c e s s .  So t h e r e  a r e  two s o r t s  o f  e v id e n c e  t h a t  a r e  in v o lv e d  i n  

c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n :  ( 1 ) th e  e v id e n c e  o f  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  th e  ju d g e 

m e n t, and  ( 2 ) t h e  e v id e n c e  t h a t ,  i d e a l l y  s p e a k in g ,  show s t h e  t r u t h  

( o r  f a l s e h o o d ,  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r )  o f  a  p r o p o s i t i o n .  E v id e n c e  o f  th e



135

f i r s t  k in d  i s  a  p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  e v id e n c e  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  k in d .

Now, I  s a i d  t h a t  e v id e n c e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  k in d  d i f f e r s  from  

e v id e n c e  o f  t h e  se co n d  s o r t  i n  a n  im p o r ta n t  r e s p e c t  b e c a u s e ,  i n  many 

r e s p e c t s ,  th e y  a r e  th e  sam e. E v id e n c e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  k in d  i s  e v id e n c e  o f  

t h e  t r u t h  o f  a  p r o p o s i t i o n ,  nam ely  'T h a t  i s  e x a c t l y  w h a t I  m e a n t ' ,  o r  

'T h i s  i s  t h e  same ju d g em en t t h a t  w as f o rm e r ly  u n c o n f i r m e d '. I n  a  w ay, 

th e n ,  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  f i r s t  k in d  i s  a l s o  e v id e n c e  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  s o r t .

B u t i f  t h i s  i s  s o ,  th e n  i f ,  a s  seem s p l a u s i b l e ,  e v id e n c e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  

s o r t  i s  a  n e c e s s a ry  c o n d i t io n  f o r  e v id e n c e  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  s o r t ,  we la n d  

i n t o  a n  i n f i n i t e  r e g r e s s .  B u t w h a t w ould  b e  t h e  i d e n t i c a l  ju d g em e n t 

when i t  becom es e v id e n t  to  o n e  t h a t  o n e 's  ju d g e m e n t i s  t h e  sam e. The 

r e g r e s s  i s  a s  f o l lo w s ;  I f  i t  becom es e v id e n t  to  me t h a t  my ju d g em e n t 

J j  i s  i d e n t i c a l  th ro u g h o u t ,  s a y ,  th e  m odes o f  d i s t i n c t n e s s  and  c l a r i t y ,  

th e n  s i n c e  i t  th e re b y  becom es e v id e n t  to  me t h a t  'J ^  i s  i d e n t i c a l . . . '  i s  

t r u e ,  th e n  i f  e v id e n c e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  k in d  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  e v id e n c e  o f  

t h e  se c o n d  s o r t ,  t h e r e  m ust b e  a n o th e r  i d e n t i c a l  ju d g e m e n t, J ^ ,  th e  

i d e n t i t y  o f  w h ich  i s  e v id e n t  to  me i n  ju d g in g  '  i s  i d e n t i c a l . . .  ' .

B u t s i n c e  I  th e re b y  becom e c o n s c io u s  o f  t h e  t r u t h  o f  ' i s  i d e n t i c a l . . . ' ,  

t h e r e  m u st b e  a  t h i r d  ju d g e m e n t, J ^ ,  and  s o  o n . I  s e e  no way o u t  o f  

t h i s  p ro b le m  f o r  H u s s e r l .

A lth o u g h  t h e  p a s s a g e  I  c i t e d  from  F o rm a l and T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic

i s  a b o u t t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  th e  ju d g em e n t th ro u g h o u t  t h e  m odes " c o n fu s e d "

and " d i s t i n c t " ,  t h e  same h o ld s  f o r  f u l f i l l e d  ju d g e m e n ts .

Now, i n  th e  c a s e  o f  a  c l a r i f y i n g  f u l f i l l m e n t - s y n t h e s i s ,  a  
f o c u s in g  o f  r e g a r d  and a n  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a r e  p o s s i b l e ,  by  v i r t u e  
o f  w h ich  an  empty ju d g em en t and a  f u l l  ju d g e m e n t becom e i d e n t i f i e d ,  
m e re ly  a s  ju d g e m e n ts , and  g a in  a n  o b j e c t i v i t y  o f  t h e i r  own a s  
t h e  sam e ju d g em e n t; and th e  l i k e  i s  t r u e  o f  t h e  p a r a l l e l  f u l f i l l -
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m e n t-s y n th e s i s  t h a t  e f f e c t s  t h e  c o in c id e n c e  o f  a  c o n fu s e d  and  a  
d i s t i n c t  .judgem ent (FTL, p . 6 9 ) .

T he e v id e n c e  o f  th e  i d e n t i t y  o f  a  ju d g e m e n t, l i k e  t h e  e v id e n c e  

o f  th e  t r u t h  (o r  f a ls e h o o d )  o f  a  p r o p o s i t i o n ,  h a s  i t s  d e g re e s  o f  p e r 

f e c t i o n .

T h is  e v id e n c e , l i k e  any  o th e r  (any  'e x p e r i e n c e '  i n  t h e  w id e s t  
c o n c e iv a b le  s e n s e ) ,  h a s  i t s  d e g re e s  o f  p e r f e c t i o n  and i t s  id e a — 
h e r e  in d e e d  a n  i d e a l  l i m i t  o f  p e r f e c t i o n ,  a t  w h ich  t h e  s y n t h e t i c  
c o in c id e n c e  w ould  i n  f a c t  b e  a b s o lu t e ly  p e r f e c t  (FTL, p . 6 9 ) .

I  th in k  t h a t  t h i s  p a s s a g e  shows H u s s e r l 's  s e n s i t i v i t y  to  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n

b e tw e e n  'w h a t  a  p e r s o n  i n t e n d s  t o  s a y  (m ean t)  '  and 'w h a t  a  p e r s o n  s a id

( t h e  m eaning  o f  h i s  w o r d s ) ' .  F o r ,  i f  t h e  m ean in g  o f  so m e o n e 's  w ords

w e re  a  f u n c t io n  o f  w h a t h e  m e a n t, th e n  th e  e v id e n c e  o f  t h e  " s y n t h e t i c

c o in c id e n c e "  o f  o n e 's  ju d g em en t w ould n e c e s s a r i l y  and  a lw ay s  b e

a b s o lu t e ly  p e r f e c t .  S in c e  H u s s e r l  d o es  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  i s  s o ,  h i s

te rm s  'm e a n in g - in te n d in g  a c t '  and  e s p e c i a l l y  'm e a n in g - c o n f e r r in g  a c t '

a r e  m is le a d in g .  H u s s e r l  r e c o g n iz e s  t h e  in d e p e n d e n c e  ( t r a n s c e n d e n c e )  o f

m ean in g s  from  a c t s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  i n  a c t s  o f  u n d e r s ta n d in g

u s e  b y  s p e a k e r s  and u n d e r s ta n d in g  g r a s p  b y  h e a r e r s  t h a t  m ea n in g s  a r e

c o n s t i t u t e d .  M ohanty h a s  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  m ore d e t a i l ,  b u t

c i t e s  a  d i f f e r e n t  t e x t  (H:E&A, p p . 2 9 - 3 0 ) .

H u s s e r l 's  g e n e r a l  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  ju d g e m e n ts  m u st b e  r e i d e n t i f i a b l e  

(by  any r a t i o n a l  s u b je c t )  i f  c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n  i s  p o s s i b l e .

B. A P rob lem  C o n ce rn in g  C om m unication

I  a s c r ib e d  to  th e  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s  to  whom s c i e n t i f i c  e v id e n c e  

and  t r u t h s  a r e  a c c e s s i b l e  th e  a b i l i t y  t o  co m m u n ica te . O nly  on  th e  

b a s i s  o f  com m un ica tion  c a n  s c i e n t i s t s  c r i t i c a l l y  v e r i f y  o s t e n s i b l e



137

t r u t h s .  I f  th e y  ûo n o t  ( o r  c a n n o t)  c o n m u n ic a te , th e n  t h e r e  i s ,  f o r  

s c i e n t i s t s ,  no s e lf s a m e  p r o p o s i t i o n  to  b e  c r i t i c a l l y  exam ined . I f  s o ,  

th e n  t h e r e  i s  no r a t i o n a l  p ro c e d u re  f o r  d e te r m in in g  t h e  t r u t h  o r  f a l s e 

hood o f  th e  p r o p o s i t io n .

H ow ever, H u s s e r l  a p p e a rs  t o  b e  p r e s u p p o s in g  t h a t  s c i e n t i s t s  

s p e a k  th e  sam e la n g u a g e . R e c e n t ly ,  Thomas Kuhn h a s  c h a l le n g e d  t h a t  

p o s i t i o n ,  a rg u in g  t h a t  c a r e f u l  s tu d y  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  s c ie n c e  shows 

t h a t  even  s c i e n t i s t s  w i t h in  t h e  sam e d i s c i p l i n e  s p e a k  d i f f e r e n t  

la n g u a g e s  an d , i n  some s e n s e ,  i n h a b i t  d i f f e r e n t  w o r ld s .  The la n g u a g e  

t h a t  a  s c i e n t i s t  sp e a k s  i s  a  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  p a ra d ig m  t h a t  h e  a c c e p t s ,  

t o  u s e  on e  o f  K u h n 's  t e c h n i c a l  te rm s . T h is  a s p e c t  o f  H u s s e r l 's

p h ilo s o p h y  o f  s c ie n c e ,  th e n  d o es  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  b e  b o rn e  o u t  by  th e

f a c t s .

B u t H u s s e r l  i s  n o t  p re s u p p o s in g  t h a t  s c i e n t i s t s  sp e a k  th e  same 

la n g u a g e . H is  t h e s i s  im p l ie s  n o th in g  o f  t h e  s o r t .  R a th e r ,  H u s s e r l 's  

p o s i t i o n  im p l ie s  t h a t  s c i e n t i s t s  c a n  com m unicate  i ^  th e y  c a n  d e te rm in e  

th e  t r u t h  o r  f a ls e h o o d  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  h y p o th e s e s  (and  t h e o r i e s )  on 

r a t i o n a l  g ro u n d s . C o v e rs e ly , i f  th e y  a c t u a l l y  d e te rm in e  th e  t r u t h  

( o r  f a ls e h o o d )  o f  a  h y p o th e s is  ( o r  th e o r y )  b y  c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n ,  

th e n  th e y  a r e  com m unica ting . T h u s , H u s s e r l  i s  i m p l i c i t l y  co m m itted  to

th e  t h e s i s  t h a t  i t  i s  p o s s ib l e  to  t r a n s l a t e  p a ra d ig m  la n g u a g e s ,  so  t h a t

c r i t i c a l  e v a lu a t io n  can  ta k e  p l a c e .

H ow ever, Kuhn h a s  a n  o b j e c t i o n  to  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  t o o .  I n  o r d e r  to  

t r a n s l a t e  p a rad ig m  la n g u a g e s  so  t h a t  one  c a n  a d j u d i c a t e  b e tw e e n  co m p e tin g  

t h e o r i e s ,  one  m ust make u s e  o f  a  t h e o r y - f r e e ,  n e u t r a l  o b s e r v a t io n  

la n g u a g e . B u t t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  many a t te m p ts  t o  c o n s t r u c t  su c h  a  I a n -
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g u a g e , e a c h  o f  w h ich  h a s  f a i l e d .  T h is  r e i n f o r c e s  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  s u c h  

a  la n g u a g e  c a n n o t b e  c o n s t r u c te d  (SSR, p .  1 2 7 ) . B e s id e s ,  t h e  v e ry  

n o t io n  o f  ’ a  p u r e ly  o b s e r v a t io n a l  la n g u a g e ’ i t s e l f  p r e s u p p o s e s  a  

p a ra d ig m .

B u t t h e i r  r e s u l t  i s  a  la n g u a g e  t h a t — l i k e  th o s e  em ployed i n  
th e  s c ie n c e s — em bodies a  h o s t  o f  e x p e c t a t i o n s  a b o u t  n a t u r e  and  
f a i l s  t o  f u n c t io n  t h e  moment t h e s e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  a r e  v i o l a t e d  
(SSR, p .  1 2 7 ).

H u s s e r l  m ig h t re sp o n d  i n  t h i s  w ay: ” I :  am t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  c o n te x t

o f  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  r a t h e r  th a n  th e  c o n te x t  o f  d i s c o v e r y .  My th e s e s  h a v e  

to  do w i th  th e  e v i d e n t i a l  c o n s id e r a t io n s  t h a t  a r e  r e l e v a n t  to  t h e  

j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  h y p o th e s e s ,  r a t h e r  th a n  th e  s o c i a l  and  

p s y c h o lo g ic a l  f a c t s  s u r ro u n d in g  th e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  su c h  h y p o th e s e s .  So 

th e  f a c t  t h a t  s c i e n t i s t s  who s u b s c r ib e  to  d i f f e r e n t  p a ra d ig m s d id  n o t  

com m unicate  i n  t im e s  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  c r i s i s  i s  i r r e l e v a n t  t o  my t h e s e s .

My p o i n t  i s  t h a t  th e y  w ould  h a v e  had  to  com m unicate  th e y  w e re  to  

d e c id e  on  r a t i o n a l  g ro u n d s  w h ich  s c i e n t i f i c  th e o r y  i s  b e t t e r .  To th e  

e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  s c ie n c e  d e v ia t e s  from  t h i s  s ta n d a r d ,  i t  d o e s  

n o t  f o l lo w  r a t i o n a l  p r o c e d u r e s ."

B u t t h i s  r e s p o n s e  may b e  a  b i t  to o  h a s t y .  For. t h e r e  i s  no  ^  

p r i o r i  r e a s o n  why one and  th e  same th in g  c a n n o t  b e  b o th  p s y c h o lo g ic a l ly  

and e v i d e n t i a l l y  r e l e v a n t .  A f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  s c i e n t i s t  t h in k s  r a t i o n a l l y  

( f o r  t h e  m o st p a r t )  i n  d i s c o v e r in g  and j u s t i f y i n g  h y p o th e s e s .  He may 

o b s e rv e  and  g a th e r  e v id e n c e  f o r  a  h y p o th e s i s ,  and f i n d  t h a t  e v id e n c e  

p e r s u a s iv e .  H ere  one an d  th e  same th in g  i s  b o th  p s y c h o lo g ic a l ly  and  

e v i d e n t i a l l y  r e l e v a n t .  We m ust d i s t i n g u i s h  t h i s  f a c t o r  fro m , s a y , 

c e r t a i n  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  t h a t  p e rs u a d e d  a  s c i e n t i s t  t o  a c c e p t  a
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h y p o th e s i s .  T h a t f a l l s  s q u a r e ly  w i t h i n  th e  c o n te x t  o f  d i s c o v e r y  o n ly .  

S c i e n t i s t s  th a n s e lv e s  p ro d u c e  f i n i s h e d  r e s e a r c h  r e p o r t s ,  w h ich  

c o n s t i t u t e  t h e i r  r a t i o n a l  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  d i s c o v e r y  

(MBPS, p . 7 3 ) .  S c i e n t i s t s  m ake l o g i c a l  i n f e r e n c e s  i n  a r r i v i n g  a t  

h y p o th e s e s ,  w h ic h  i s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  p h i lo s o p h e r s  o f  s c i e n c e  (MSPS, p .  7 1 ) .

S in c e  th e  c o n te x t s  o f  d i s c o v e r y  a n d  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o v e r l a p  i n  

t h i s  w ay, we may s a y  t h a t  i f  a  p h i lo s o p h e r  expounds a  th e o r y  o f  t h e  

l o g i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  s c ie n c e  a c c o r d in g  t o  w h ic h  a lm o s t  a l l  o f  t h e  

h i s t o r y  o f  s c ie n c e  i s  m e th o d o lo g ic a l ly  u n so u n d , i t  w ou ld  b e  m ore 

r e a s o n a b le  t o  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  t h e  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  r e a s o n in g  h a d  g one  a s t r a y  

th a n  to  s u p p o se  t h a t  s c i e n c e  i s  l o g i c a l l y  m is c o n c e iv e d  (MSPS, p .  7 3 ) .

I f  s c i e n t i s t s  a lm o s t  n e v e r  com m unicate  when o n e  p a ra d ig m  r e p l a c e s  

a n o th e r — i f  t h e  b a s i c  r e a s o n  why a  new p a ra d ig m  "w in s"  i s  t h a t  t h e  

a d v o c a te s  o f  th e  o ld  p a ra d ig m  d i e — th e n  so m e th in g  i s  w rong  w i th  H u s s e r l 's  

th e o r y  o f  e v id e n c e  and  t r u t h .

B u t t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  s c ie n c e  i s  n o t  l i k e  t h a t ,  a s  Kuhn h im s e l f

a d m its  i n  h i s  " P o s t s c r i p t "  t o  The S t r u c t u r e  o f  S c i e n t i f i c  R e v o lu t io n s .

Though t h e  p r i c e  i s  o f t e n  s e n te n c e s  o f  g r e a t  l e n g th  an d  c o m p le x ity  
( t h i n k  o f  t h e  P r o u s t - B e r t h o l l e t  c o n t r o v e r s y  c o n d u c te d  w i th o u t  
r e c o u r s e  t o  t h e  te rm  'e l e m e n t ' ) ,  many a d d i t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  r e s u l t s  
c an  b e  t r a n s l a t e d  from  one  c o m m u n ity 's  la n g u a g e  i n t o  t h e  o t h e r ' s  
. . .C o u n te r -a rg u m e n ts  a r e ,  i n  an y  c a s e ,  a lw a y s  a v a i l a b l e ,  a n d  no 
r u l e s  p r e s c r i b e  how th e  b a la n c e  m u st b e  s t r u c k .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  a s  
a rg u m en t p i l e s  on  a rg u m en t and  a s  c h a l l e n g e  a f t e r  c h a l l e n g e  i s  
s u c c e s s f u l l y  m e t, o n ly  b l i n d  s tu b b o r n n e s s  c a n  a t  t h e  end a c c o u n t  
f o r  c o n tin u e d  r e s i s t a n c e  (SSR, p p . 2 0 3 -2 0 4 ) .

The p o s i t i o n  t h a t  Kuhn e v e n tu a l ly  a d o p ts  d o e s  n o t  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  H u s s e r l 's

a t  a l l .

The q u e s t io n  n a t u r a l l y  a r i s e s  a s  to  w h e th e r  I  m is r e p r e s e n te d  

K u h n 's  p o s i t i o n  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  I  do n o t  t h i n k  t h a t
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I  h a v e . I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  e x p la n a t io n  f o r  t h e  ch an g e  i n  K uhn’s  

p o s i t i o n  l i e s  i n  t h a t  h e  r e j e c t e d  a  c e r t a i n  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  h e  

m akes i n  c h a p te r s  10 and 12 w hen h e  w r o te  t h e  " P o s t s c r i p t " .  When 

Kuhn e m p h asizes  t h e  r o l e  o f  p a ra d ig m s i n  d e te r m in in g  w h a t one  s e e s ,  

t h e  e n t i t i e s  t h a t  o n e  b e l i e v e s  to  e x i s t ,  t h e  la n g u a g e  o n e  u s e s ,  even  

t h e  p ro b le m s o n e  th in k s  s c ie n c e  m ust a d d r e s s ,  a n d  th e  c o n s e q u e n t 

l a c k  o f  com m un ica tion  b e tw een  s c i e n t i s t s  who s u b s c r ib e  to  co m p etin g  

p a ra d ig m s , Kuhn th in k s  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  to  t r a n s l a t e  p a ra d ig m  la n g u a g e s  

o n e  m u s t h a v e  r e c o u r s e  to  some p a r a d ig m - f r e e  " g iv e n "  i n  o r d e r  to  

c o n s t r u c t  a  la n g u a g e  w h ich  a d e q u a te ly  e x p r e s s e s  t h i s  n e u t r a l  d a t a .

N o tin g  t h a t  s c i e n t i s t s  h av e  no a c c e s s  t o  t h i s  " g iv e n " ,  and  a d d in g  

t h a t  a t t e m p ts  to  c o n s t r u c t  su c h  a  la n g u a g e  h a v e  f a i l e d ,  Kuhn a s c r i b e s  

s h i f t s  o f  p a r a d ig m - a l le g ia n c e  l a r g e l y  t o  n o n - r a t i o n a l  f a c t o r s .

I t  m u st b e  g r a n te d  t h a t  Kuhn n e v e r  a ck n o w led g es  t h a t  he  

r e j e c t s  th e  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n  a s c r ib e d  to  h im . T h a t h e  m akes t h a t  p r e 

s u p p o s i t io n  c a n , I  t h in k ,  b e  s e e n  i n  t h e  f o l lo w in g  p a s s a g e :

. . . P r o b a b i l i s t i c  v e r i f i c a t i o n  t h e o r i e s  a l l  h a v e  r e c o u r s e  to  o n e  o r  
a n o th e r  o f  t h e  p u re  o r  n e u t r a l  o b s e r v a t io n - la n g u a g e s  d i s c u s s e d  
i n  S e c t io n  X .. .  .A p p a re n tly  some su c h  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  n e u t r a l  
la n g u a g e  i s  n e c e s s a ry  f o r  th e  c o m p u ta tio n  o f  s p e c i f i c  p r o b a b i l i t i e s ,  
a b s o lu t e  o r  r e l a t i v e ,  and  i t  i s  h a rd  to  s e e  how su c h  a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
can  p o s s ib l y  b e  a c h ie v e d . I f ,  a s  1 h a v e  a l r e a d y  u r g e d ,  t h e r e  c an  
b e  no s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  o r  e m p i r i c a l l y  n e u t r a l  sy s te m  o f  la n g u a g e  
o r  c o n c e p ts ,  th e n  th e  p ro p o se d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a l t e r n a t e  t e s t s  
and t h e o r i e s  m u st p ro c e e d  from  w i t h i n  o n e  o r  a n o th e r  p a ra d ig m -b a se d  
t r a d i t i o n  (SSR, p p . 1 4 5 -6 , em phases m in e ) .

A c c o rd in g  t o  K u h n 's  r e a s o n in g  h e r e ,  t e s t s  o f  t h e o r i e s  m u s t b e  q u e s t i o n -

b e g g in g  (SSR, p . 94 ) i f  t h e r e  i s  no a c c e s s  to  " t h e  g iv e n "  and  a  n e u t r a l

la n g u a g e  w h ich  " p i c t u r e s "  i t .  One c a n  com pare  t h i s  p a s s a g e  w i th  th e

o n e  c i t e d  b e lo w , in  w hich  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  Kuhn th in k s  t h a t  a  la n g u a g e  t h a t
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i s  n e u t r a l  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  co m peting  t h e o r i e s  a lo n e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  

fo r. t h e o r y - t e s  t i n g .

Now one m ig h t c o u n te r  t h i s  l i n e  o f  r e a s o n in g  by  s a y in g  t h a t  

a l l  t h a t  i s  r e q u i r e d  i s  o r d in a r y  la n g u a g e  a b o u t  w h a t i s  p e r c e iv e d  i n  

o r d e r  to  t r a n s l a t e .  B u t Kuhn re s p o n d s  t h a t  p e r c e p t i o n  i t s e l f  i s  

p a ra d ig m -in fo rm e d  (SSR, p . 1 1 3 ) , s in c e  i t  em bod ies a  h o s t  o f  e x p e c ta 

t i o n s  ( b e l i e f s )  a b o u t t h e  c o u rs e  o f  n a tu r e .  A c c o r d in g ly ,  o r d in a r y  

la n g u a g e  w i l l  r e f l e c t  th o s e  b e l i e f s .  I n  H u s s e r l 's  la n g u a g e , p e r c e p t io n  

h a s  i t s  noem a. T h u s , o r d in a r y  la n g u a g e  i s  n o t  n e u t r a l  i n  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  

s e n s e .

B u t Kuhn came to  r e a l i z e  t h a t  one  d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  r e c o u r s e  to

" t h e  g iv e n "  o r  a  la n g u a g e  w h ich  " p i c t u r e s "  i t  i n  o r d e r  to  a d j u d i c a t e

b e tw e e n  t h e o r i e s .  A l l  t h a t  o n e  r e q u i r e s  i s  a  la n g u a g e  t h a t  i s  n e u t r a l

w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  th o s e  t h e o r i e s , r a t h e r  th a n  u t t e r l y  n e u t r a l .

A rgum ents s t a t a b l e  i n  th e  v o c a b u la ry  t h a t  b o th  g ro u p s  u s e  i n  
t h e  same way a r e  n o t ,  how ever, u s u a l l y  d e c i s i v e ,  a t  l e a s t  n o t  
u n t i l  a  v e ry  l a t e  s t a g e  i n  t h e  e v o lu t io n  o f  t h e  o p p o s in g  v iew s 
(SSR, p .  203 , em p h asis  m in e ) .

H u s s e r l 's  t h e o r y ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  t h a t  n e u t r a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s

b e  d e c i s i v e  a t  a n  e a r l y  s t a g e  i n  t h e  a rg u m e n t. T h a t h a s  to  do w i th

( n a t u r a l )  r e s i s t a n c e  to  chan g e  i n  b e l i e f s ;  i t  i s  a  m a t t e r  o f  p e r s u a s io n ,

r a t h e r  th a n  j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  B u t t h e  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  n e u t r a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s

c a n  (and  h av e ) b e e n  p e r s u a s iv e ;  s o ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  f o l lo w  from  H u s s e r l 's

th e o r y  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  s c ie n c e  i s  l a r g e l y  i r r a t i o n a l .

K u h n 's  e v e n tu a l  p o s i t i o n  i s  t h a t  s c i e n t i s t s  who a s c r i b e  to  

d i f f e r e n t  p a rad ig m s a lw a y s  t a l k  s l i g h t l y  a t  c r o s s - p u r p o s e s .  B u t 

s c i e n t i s t s  do n o t  h a v e  to  com m unicate a lw a y s  i n  o r d e r  to  d e c id e  

r a t i o n a l l y  w h ich  th e o r y  i s  b e t t e r .  M o re o v e r, t h i s  i s  a  f a r  c r y  from
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t h e  p o s i t i o n  th a t - p e r s o n s  who a rg u e  f o r  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  p a ra d ig m s  

a lw ay s u s e  t h e  la n g u a g e s  o f  t h e i r  p a ra d ig m s  i n  a  q u e s t io n -b e g g in g  way 

(SSR, p . 9 4 ) . H u s s e r l 's  th e o r y  d o es  n o t  r e q u i r e  t h a t  s c i e n t i s t s  n e v e r  

t a l k  a t  c r o s s - p u r p o s e s ,  b u t  o n ly  t h a t  th e y  com m unicate  s u f f i c i e n t l y  to  

a d ju d i c a t e  b e tw een  t h e o r i e s  ( u s u a l ly ) .

14. A p o d ic t ic  E v id e n ce  i n  F o rm al and  T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic

I  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  a  c o n seq u e n c e  o f  H u s s e r l 's  i n c l u s i o n  o f

c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  ' s c i e n t i f i c  e v id e n c e ' and

'  t r u t h '  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no in s ta n ta n e o u s  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  t r u t h  o f

a  p r o p o s i t io n ,  i n  su c h  a  way t h a t  f u t u r e  d o u b t i s  p r e c lu d e d .  I t  i s

n o t  s u r p r i s i n g ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  to  f i n d  t h a t  H u s s e r l  c r i t i c i z e s  t h a t

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  a p o d i c t i c i t y .

Thus i t  h appens t h a t  e v id e n c e  i s  u s u a l l y  c o n c e iv e d  a s  a n  a b s o lu t e  
a p o d i c t i c i t y , an  a b s o lu t e  s e c u r i t y  a g a i n s t  d e c e p t io n s — an  
a p o d i c t i c i t y  q u i t e  in c o m p re h e n s ib ly  a s c r i b e d  to  a  s i n g l e  m e n ta l  
p ro c e s s  t o r n  from  th e  c o n c r e te ,  e s s e n t i a l l y  u n i t a r y ,  c o n te x t  o f  
s u b je c t iv e  m e n ta l  l i v i n g  (FTL, p . 157 , l a s t  em p h asis  m in e ) .

The w rongheadedness o f  su c h  a  th e o ry  c o n s i s t s  i n  a s c r i b i n g  a p o d i c t i c i t y

t o  a  s i n g l e  e x p e r ie n c e  ( e v id e n c e ) ; t h i s  r e n d e r s  u n e x p la in a b le  th e

f a c t  t h a t  s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h s  a r e  a t t a i n e d  b y  c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  The

a c h iev em en t o f  s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h s  b y  r e f i n i n g  and  c o r r e c t i n g  h y p o th e s e s

i s  i n e x p l i c a b l e  i f  t r u t h s  a r e  a p o d i c t i c a l l y  e v id e n t  i n  s i n g l e  i n s i g h t s .

And to  s t i c k  to  t r a d i t i o n —w h ic h , f o r  m o tiv e s  lo n g  f o r g o t t e n  
a n d , i n  any c a s e ,  n e v e r  c l a r i f i e d . ,  r e d u c e s  e v id e n c e  to  an  i n s i g h t  
t h a t  i s  a p o d ic t i c ,  a b s o lu t e ly  i n d u b i t a b l e ,  a n d , s o  to  s p e a k , 
a b s o lu t e ly  f i n i s h e d  i n  i t s e l f — i s  to  b a r  o n e s e l f  from  a n  u n d e rs ta n d 
in g  o f  any  s c i e n t i f i c  p r o d u c t io n  (FTL, p . 161 , l a s t  two em phases 
m in e ) .

I t  i s  n o te w o rth y  t h a t  H u s s e r l  o b j e c t s  t o  th e  a s c r i p t i o n  o f
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a p o d i c t i c i t y  to  a ' s i n g l e  m e n ta l  p r o c e s s . T h is  l e a v e s  op en  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

t h a t  a p o d i c t i c i t y  i s  p r o p e r ly  s a i d  o f  c r i t i c a l l y  v e r i f i e d  i n s i g h t s  ( o r  

t r u t h s ) .  H u s s e r l 's  p o i n t  i n  t h e  p a s s a g e  j u s t  c i t e d  i s  t h a t  one  c a n n o t  

s e p a r a t e  a  s i n g l e  e x p e r ie n c e  from  i t s  h o r iz o n  and  t r u t h f u l l y  a s c r i b e  

a p o d i c t i c i t y  to  i t .  B u t i s  i t  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  i f  one  in c lu d e s  th e  h o r iz o n ,  

t h a t  one  ca n  p r e d i c a t e  a p o d i c t i c i t y  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  n exus o f  c r i t i c a l l y  

v e r i f i e d  e x p e r ie n c e s , i n  w h ich  a n  in te n d e d  o b j e c t i v e  a f f a i r  i s  g iv e n ?

I n  o t h e r  w o rd s , does  H u s s e r l  r e j e c t  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  a p o d i c t i c i t y  o u t 

r i g h t  i n  F orm al and  T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic ?

M e rle a u -P o n ty  t h in k s  t h a t  h e  d o e s :  " T h e re  i s  no a p o d ic t i c

s e l f - e v i d e n c e ,  th e  F o rm a le  und  t r a n s z e n d e n t a l e  L o g ik  (p . 142) s a y s  i n

e f f e c t "  (PP , p . x v i ) .  M e r le a u -P o n ty  r e f e r s  to  t h e  same p a g e  w h ic h  I

j u s t  c i t e d ,  w h e re  H u s s e r l  r e j e c t s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  s i n g l e  e x p e r ie n c e s

a r e  a p o d i c t i c .  H u s s e r l  c e r t a i n l y  a g r e e s  w i th  M e rle a u -P o n ty  i n  t h in k in g

t h a t  ( e x t e r n a l )  p e r c e p t io n  i s  n é i t h e r  a d e q u a te  n o r  a p o d i c t i c  (PP ,

p .  x v i ) .  B u t t h a t  i s  a  f a r  c r y  from  s a y in g  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no a p o d i c t i c

e v id e n c e . R ic h a rd  Z an e r c o n c u rs  w i t h  M e r le a u -P o n ty .

I f ,  f u r th e rm o re ,  D e s c a r t e s ’ s  a p p e a l  t o  G o d 's  v e r a c i t y  and b e n e v o le n c e  
t o  g u a ra n te e  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  v a l i d i t y  o f  c l e a r  and  d i s t i n c t  id e a s  
i s  c o u n te r s e n s i c a l , th e n  i t  i s  a l s o  u n s in n in g  t o  a t t e m p t  to  s e c u r e  
t h a t  s e lf s a m e  o b j e c t i v e  v a l i d i t y  by  a p p e a l in g  to  'a p o d i c t i c  
p r i n c i p l e s ' .  F o r ,  e p i s t e m i c a l l y ,  i t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  same a p p e a l  
w h ic h  i s  made (LWC, p .  2 1 4 ) .

Z a n e r ’ s  p o s i t i o n  i s  som ew hat s t r o n g e r  th a n  M e r le a u -P o n ty ' s , a s  h e

c la im s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no l e g i t i m a t e  a p p e a l s  t o  a p o d i c t i c  p r i n c i p l e s

b e c a u s e  t h e r e  i s  no a p o d i c t i c  e v id e n c e . S t i l l ,  t h e  two s h a r e  t h e

p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no a p o d i c t i c  s e l f - e v i d e n c e  i n  F o rm al and

T ra n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic .
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' S uzanne  B a c h e la rd  d i s a g r e e s .

B u t i f  H u s s e r l  d en o u n ces  t h e  r e d u c t io n  o f  a l l  e v id e n c e  t o  a p o d i c t i c  
e v id e n c e , h e  none  th e  l e s s  r e c o g n iz e s  t h e  p l a c e  o f  a p o d i c t i c  
e v id e n c e . And we t h in k  i t  im p o s s ib le  t o  i n t e r p r e t  H u s s e r l 's  
th o u g h t  a s  M r. M e rle a u -P o n ty  d o e s ,  i n  t h e  P r e f a c e  o f  h i s  
Phenom enology o f  P e r c e p t io n , when h e  d e c l a r e s :  'T h e r e  i s  no
a p o d i c t i c  s e l f - e v i d e n c e ,  t h e  F o rm a le  und t r a n s z e n d e n t a l e  L o g ik . . .  
s a y s  i n  e f f e c t ' .  On th e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  n o t io n  o f  a p o d i c t i c  
e v id e n c e  i s  b ro u g h t  to  l i g h t  e v e ry w h ere  i n  H u s s e r l 's  w o rk s , from  
th e  e a r l i e s t  to  t h e  l a t e s t  (SFTL, p .  1 0 6 ) .

How ever, B a c h e la rd  c i t e s  v e ry  l i t t l e  t e x t u a l  e v id e n c e  from  F o rm al and

T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic  t o  s u p p o r t  h e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  p r e f e r r i n g  to  c i t e

p a s s a g e s  from  Id e a s  and  C a r te s i a n  M e d i t a t i o n s . I n  f a c t ,  s h e  c i t e s  o n ly

o n e  i n d e c i s i v e  p a s s a g e  from  F o rm al and  T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic  (SFTL, p .

1 0 6 n ) . B ut t h e  i s s u e  i s  w h e th e r  H u s s e r l  h e ld  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a p o d i c t i c

e v id e n c e  i n  F o rm al and T ra n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic . H u s s e r l 's  p o s i t i o n s  i n

I d e a s  and C a r te s i a n  M e d i ta t io n s  a r e  i r r e l e v a n t  to  t h i s  i s s u e ,  u n le s s

one  adds some s u b s t a n t iv e  p r e m is e s .^

D avid  L e v in  a g r e e s  w i th  B a c h e la rd :  " N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  m ust b e

con ced ed  t o  B a c h e la rd  t h a t  M e rle a u -P o n ty  i s  n o t  j u s t i f i e d  i n  c la im in g

t h a t  H u s s e r l  m ean t to  s u r r e n d e r  a p o d i c t i c i t y  i n  t h e  L o g ik " . (R&E, p .  106).

L e v i n 's  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  h a s  a n  ad d ed  d im e n s io n , h o w e v e r; h e  t h in k s  t h a t

H u s s e r l  s h o u ld  h a v e  r e p u d ia te d  a p o d i c t i c i t y  o u t r i g h t  i n  F orm al and

T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic .

I t  w ould  b e  c o m p le te ly  i n  k e e p in g  w i t h  H u s s e r l 's  d i r e c t i o n  o f  
th o u g h t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  tem peram en t e x p re s s e d  i n  many o f  h i s  
s ta te m e n ts  i n  th e  L o g ik , w e re  h e  t o  a n n o u n c e  h i s  abandonm ent 
o f  a p o d i c t i c i t y .  E v id e n c e s  a r e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n t ;  th e y  r e f e r  b a c k 
w ard s and  fo rw a rd s  to  o t h e r  e v i d e n t i a l  d e c i s i o n s ;  th e y  c o n s t i t u t e  
a  h a rm o n io u s  t o t a l i t y  o n ly  i n  th e  i n f i n i t e  d im e n s io n  to w a rd s  
w h ich  th e y  c o n t i n u a l l y  a d v a n c e . T h e re  i s  no p l a c e  i n  su c h  a  
c o n c e p t io n  f o r  a n  i n f a l l i b l e ,  a b s o l u t e ,  f i n a l  an d  u n a s s a i l a b l e  
mode o f  e v id e n c e  (R&E, p . 106 , em p h a s is  m in e ) .

L e v in , th e n ,  th in k s  t h a t  H u s s e r l 's  p o s i t i o n  i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t .
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L e v i n 's  p o s i t i o n  r a i s e s  two a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s .  T h u s , we 

h a v e  t h r e e  q u e s t io n s  t o  a n sw e r . The f i r s t  tw o a r e  h i s t o r i c a l ;  th e  

t h i r d  i s  p h i lo s o p h i c a l .

1 . D id  H u s s e r l  c o m p le te ly  abandon  t h e  n o t io n  o f  a p o d i c t i c i t y  

i n  F o rm al and T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic ?

2 . I f  n o t ,  th e n  was H u s s e r l  i n c o n s i s t e n t  i n  t h a t  h e  d id  n o t  

abandon  a p o d i c t i c i t y ?

3 . S h o u ld  H u s s e r l  h a v e  ab andoned  t h e  n o t io n  o f  a p o d i c t i c i t y ?

I  s h o u ld  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  a n sw e r t o  q u e s t i o n  3 i s  in d e p e n d e n t  o f  o u r 

r e s p o n s e  t o  q u e s t io n  2 . We a r e  a s k in g  w h e th e r  i t  i s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y  

c o r r e c t  t o  m ake a p p e a ls  t o  a p o d i c t i c i t y  i n  q u e s t i o n  3 . T h a t i s ,

do we f i n d  H u s s e r l 's  a p p e a ls  to  a p o d i c t i c i t y  i n  F o rm a l and T ra n s 

c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic  c o n v in c in g  (p re s u m in g , f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  t h e  q u e s t io n ,  

t h a t  h e  d o e s )?  I f  s o ,  why? I f  n o t ,  why n o t?  I f  H u s s e r l 's  p o s i t i o n  

i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t — i f ,  t h a t  i s ,  we re s p o n d  a f f i r m a t i v e l y  to  q u e s t io n  2—  

t h a t  im p l ie s  t h a t  h e  m u st e i t h e r  r e l i n q u i s h  a p o d i c t i c i t y  o r  t h e  p a r t  

o f  h i s  th e o r y  o f  e v id e n c e  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  s q u a r e  w i th  i t .  ■

I  s h a l l  a d d r e s s  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  q u e s t io n s  i n  t u r n .

H e re  i s  a  p a s s a g e  t h a t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  L e v in  a n d •B a c h e la rd  a r e

c o r r e c t ,  and t h a t  M e rle a u -P o n ty  and  Z a n e r  a r e  m is ta k e n .

T h e re  comes to  l i g h t  i n  t h i s  c o n n e x io n  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  a l r e a d y  
d e s c r i e d  by  D e s c a r t e s ,  d e s p i t e  a l l  t h e  o b s c u r i t y :  t h a t  t h i s

: E g o - - th a t  I ,  u n d e rs to o d  a s  th e  u l t i m a t e l y  c o n s t i t u t i v e  su b 
j e c t i v i t y ,  e x i s t  f o r  m y s e lf  w i th  a p o d i c t i c  n e c e s s i t y  (w ith o ti t  
p r e j u d i c e  to  my i n f i n i t e  h o r iz o n s  o f  u n d i s c lo s e d  an d  unknown 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n s ) . . . (FTL, p .  2 5 1 ) .

Some d i s t i n c t i o n s  n e e d  t o  b e  draw n i n  o r d e r  to  a s c e r t a i n  th e

n a tu r e  o f  th e  d i s p u t e  and d e te rm in e  w h ich  s e t  o f  co m m en ta to rs  i s  c o r r e c t .

A lth o u g h  M ohanty i s  n o t  i n t e r p r e t i n g  any  on e  o f  H u s s e r l 's  t e x t s  i n  h i s
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a r t i c l e  "T ow ards à  Phenom enology o f  S e l f - E v id e n c e " ,  h e  d raw s some 

d i s t i n c t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  r e l e v a n t  to  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n .  M ohanty  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  

b e tw e e n  s e l f - e v i d e n c e j , ,  o r  c o n s c io u s n e s s *  p r e - r e f l e c t i v e  a w a re n e ss  o f  

i t s e l f ,  from  s e l f - e v i d e n c e ^ ,  w h ic h  i s  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  t r u t h .  S e l f -  

e v id e n c e ^  i s  c o n s c io u s n e ss *  n o n r - t r a d i t i o n a l  a w a re n e s s  o f  i t s e l f  " . . .  

w i th o u t  b e in g  an  o b j e c t  e i t h e r  o f  i t s e l f  (w h ich  i s  a b s u rd )  o r  o f  a n o th e r  

a c t ,  s im u l ta n e o u s  o r  s u c c e s s iv e "  (EP, p .  2 0 8 ) . S e l f - e v id e n c e ^  i s  

p r e d i c a b l e  o f  th e  e x i s t e n c e ,  th o u g h  n o t  t h e  c o n te n t ,  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s .

" I t  w ould  th e n  seem  t h a t  s e l f - e v i d e n c e ^  i s  n o th in g  b u t  c o n s c io u s n e s s * s  

a w a re n e ss  o f  i t s  own e x i s t e n c e ,  and t h a t  i t  d o e s  n o t  e x te n d  to  i t s  

c o n te n t s "  (E P , p . 2 1 1 ) .

S e l f - e v id e n c e ^ ,  on  th e  o th e r  h a n d , i s  i n t e n t i o n a l  and  p e r t a i n s  

t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  t h e  n o e m a tic  s e n s e  an d  t h e  i n t e n t i o n a l  

o b j e c t .

A p p re h e n s io n  o f  t r u t h  i s  n o t  j u s t  a p p re h e n s io n  o f  t h e  o b j e c t  
a s  i t  i s ,  ev en  i f  t h i s  a p p re h e n s io n  b e  a n  i n t u i t i v e  e x p e r ie n c e .
I t  i s  an  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  t h e  f u l f i l l i n g  s y n t h e s i s  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
b e tw e en  th e  o b j e c t  a s  in te n d e d  ( i . e . ,  t h e  n o e m a tic  s e n s e )  and 
t h e  o b j e c t  a s  i t  p r e s e n t s  i t s e l f  (EP, p .  2 1 5 ) .

No i s o l a t e d  e x p e r ie n c e  c o u n ts  a s  s e l f - e v i d e n t g ,  s i n c e  to  i d e n t i f y  an  

e x p e r ie n c e  a s  a n  a p p re h e n s io n  o f  t r u t h  i s  to  b e  co m m itted  t o  t h e  p ro p 

o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e s e s  2 -6  h o ld  good o f  i t .  I n  s h o r t ,  o n e  i s  com m itted  to  

f u t u r e  c o u rs e  o f  e x p e r ie n c e s  (EP, p . 2 1 6 ) . B u t t h e  q u e s t i o n  "D id  

H u s s e r l  abandon  th e  n o t io n  o f  a p o d i c t i c  e v id e n c e  i n  F o rm al and  T ra n sc e n d e n 

t a l  l o g i c ?"  d o e s  n o t  seem  t o  b e  a b o u t  e i t h e r  s e l f - e v i d e n c e ^  o r  s e l f -  

e v id e n c e ^ , s i n c e  we t a k e  *a p o d i c t i c  e v id e n c e *  to  m ean " a n  i n f a l l i b l e ,  

a b s o lu t e ,  f i n a l ,  and  u n a s s a i l a b l e  mode o f  e v id e n c e "  t h a t  r e v e a l s  

n e c e s s a ry  t r u t h s  (R&E p . 1 0 6 ) . The b u lk  o f  t h i s  p a p e r  h a s  shown t h a t
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s e l f - e v id e n c e ^  p la y s  a  r o l e  i n  F o rm al and  T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic . I f  

we u n d e rs ta n d  by 'e v id e n c e ' ' t h e  p r o p e r ty  o f  a  ju d g em e n t w hen i t  f i t s  

a  c o rre s p o n d in g  a c t u a l i t y ' , q u e s t io n s  a r i s e  a b o u t  how we know when t h i s  

f i t  i s  a c c o m p lish e d . H u s s e r l 's  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  ' t r u t h '  a s  ' a  c o r r e c t  

c r i t i c a l l y  v e r i f i e d  ju d g e m e n t' i s  a  p a r t i a l  a n sw e r . We know o n ly  i f  

t h e  o s t e n s i b l e  t r u t h  and  th e  e v id e n c e  f o r  i t  h a v e  b e e n  c r i t i c a l l y  

v e r i f i e d .  B u t t h i s  i s  s e l f - e v i d e n c e ^ .  T h u s , i f  a p o d i c t i c  e v id e n c e  w e re  

s e l f - e v i d e n c e ^ ,  o u r q u e s t io n  w ould  n o t  a r i s e .  T h u s , a p o d i c t i c  e v id e n c e  

i s  w h a t M ohanty c a l l s  s e l f - e v i d e n c e ^ . S e l f - e v id e n c e ^  i s  to  b e  

u n d e rs to o d  i n  th e  way j u s t  e x p la in e d .  Thus o u r  q u e s t io n  i s  "D oes 

t h e  p a s sa g e  j u s t  c i t e d  from  F orm al and T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic  show t h a t  

H u s s e r l  s t i l l  a c c e p ts  s e l f - e v i d e n c e ^ ,  o r  a p o d i c t i c  e v id e n c e ? " .

L e t  u s  s e t  a s id e  t h i s  q u e s t io n  f o r  th e  t im e  b e in g ,  h o w ev er, i n  o r d e r  

t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  p a s s a g e . I  p ro p o se  to  do t h i s  b y  a s k in g  two d i f f e r e n t  

q u e s t i o n s ,  nam ely  (1 ) I n  th e  p a s s a g e  c i t e d  a b o v e , i s  H u s s e r l  s a y in g  

t h a t  h e  h a s  s e l f - e v id e n c e ^  o f  h i s  e x i s t e n c e ? ;  and  (2 ) I s  M ohanty 

c o r r e c t  i n  m a in ta in in g  t h a t  s e l f - e v id e n c e ^  d o e s  n o t  e n t a i l  s e l f -  

e v id e n c e g ?  I  s h a l l  a d d re s s  th e  seco n d  q u e s t io n  f i r s t .

M ohanty a rg u e s  a s  f o l lo w s :

T h a t s e l f - e v id e n c e ^  d o e s  n o t  e n t a i l  s e l f - e v i d e n c e 2  may b e  s e e n  
from  c o n s id e r in g  th e  f a c t  t h a t  c o n s c io u s n e s s  may b e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  
o f  t r u t h  a s  w e l l  a s  o f  e r r o r ,  an d  t h a t  i n  t h e  c a s e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  
qua  c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  s e l f - e v i d e n c e .  I f  A b e  a  p e r c e p t io n  by  S 
o f  a n  o b j e c t  0 , S n o t  o n ly  p e r c e iv e s  0 b u t  i s  a l s o  aw are  o f  
p e r c e iv in g  i t ,  i . e . ,  h a s  a  n o n t h e t i c ,  p r e r e f l e c t i v e  a w a re n e ss  o f  
A, Such an : a w a ren ess  i s  n o t  a  g u a r a n te e  t h a t  A i s  a  v e r i d i c a l  
p e r c e p t io n .  I f  A i s  a  f a l s e  p e r c e p t io n  o r  even  a  h a l l u c i n a t i o n ,
A may h a v e  th e  same p r e r e f l e c t i v e  aw aren ess , o f  i t  b u t  s u r e l y  n o t  
o f  i t  a s  f a l s e  o r  a s  h a l l u c i n a t o r y ,  j u s t  a s  w hen A i s  t r u e ,  
v e r i d i c a l  p e r c e p t io n ,  i t s  b e in g  t r u e  o r  v e r i d i c a l  i s  n o t  g iv e n  to  
S i n  p r e r e f l e c t i v e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  (EP, p p . 2 1 0 -2 1 1 ) .
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I f  I  am h a l l u c i n a t i n g  0 ,  th e n  th e  same t h in g  i s  s e l f - e v i d e n t ^  to  me 

a s  when I  am g e n u in e ly  p e r c e iv in g  0 . T h u s , s e l f - e v i d e n c e ^  d o e s  n o t  

g u a ra n te e  t r u t h .  S e lf-e v id e n c e ^ ^  i s  t h e  " l i v e d  u n q u e s t io n a b le n e s s "  o f  

w h ich  L e v in  s p e a k s  (PPU, p p . 6 0 -6 1 ) .

One m ig h t o b j e c t  t o  M ohanty’s  a rg u m en t a s  f o l l o w s :  M ohanty h a s

in tr o d u c e d  a  q u e s t io n  o f  c o n te n t  i n  h i s  ex a m p le , w h e re a s  h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  

b e tw e en  th e  e x i s t e n c e  and th e  c o n te n t  o f  a n  a c t  (EP , p . 2 1 1 ) . Of c o u r s e ,  

I  may m is ta k e  a  h a l l u c i n a t i o n  f o r  a  p e r c e p t i o n .  B u t t h e  q u e s t io n  " I s  

t h i s  a c t  a  h a l l u c i n a t i o n  o r  a  p e r c e p t io n ? "  i s  a  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  th e  

c o n te n t  o f  th e  a c t ,  and  i s  to  b e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  

t h e  b a r e  e x is t e n c e  o f  t h i s  a c t ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  w h a t k in d  o f  a c t  i t  i s .

I t  i s  g r a n te d  t h a t  t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  a c t - q u a l i t y  i s  t o  b e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  

from  th e  n o e m a tic  c o n te n t .  S t i l l ,  M ohanty i n t r o d u c e s  a  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t 

t h e  c o n te n t  o f  th e  a c t  ( i . e . ,  w h a t s o r t  o f  a c t  i t  i s )  i n  o r d e r  to  

c o n c lu d e  t h a t  a c t  A c a n  b e  s e l f - e v i d e n t ^  t o  S and  y e t  S c a n  b e  m is ta k e n  

a b o u t  A. T h a t f o l lo w s  o n ly  i f  one c o n s id e r s  A u n d e r  a  c e r t a i n  d e s c r i p 

t i o n  ( e . g . ,  a s  a  p e r c e p t io n  o r  h a l l u c i n a t i o n ) .  The q u e s t i o n  o f  th e  

s h e e r  e x i s t e n c e  o f  A y i e l d s  a  d i f f e r e n t  c o n c lu s io n .  F o r  i f  A i s  s e l f -  

ev id en tj^  t o  S , i t  n e c e s s a r i l y  f o l lo w s  t h a t  A e x i s t s .  (We a r e  c o n s id e r 

in g  'A ' s o l e l y  a s  a  name f o r  a n  a c t  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  

i t s  k i n d . )  B u t i f  A e x i s t s ,  th e n  'A  e x i s t s '  i s  t r u e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  when 

i t  c o n c e rn s  t h e  m ere e x i s t e n c e  o f  a n  a c t  ( th o u g h  n o t  i t s  a c t - q u a l i t y ) ,  

s e lf - e v id e n c c j^  e n t a i l s  s e l f - e v i d e n c e 2 . F o r ,  i f  A i s  s e l f - e v i d e n t t o  

S , th e n  'A  e x i s t s '  i s  t r u e .  '

I  t h in k  t h a t  t h e  ab o v e  c r i t i c i s m  i s  c o r r e c t  i n  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  

b e tw e e n  th e  c o n te n t  o f  an  a c t  and th e  n o e m a tic  c o n te n t .  I  a l s o
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c o n c u r  i n  b e l i e v in g  t h a t  i f  A i s  s e l f - e v i d e n t ^  t o  S , th e n  A e x i s t s  and  

( c o n s e q u e n tly )  *A e x i s t s '  i s  t r u e .  H ow ever, I  do n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  

f o l lo w s  t h a t  A 's  e x i s t e n c e  ( o r ,  m ore  p r e c i s e l y ,  t h e  t r u t h  o f  'A  e x i s t s ’ )  

i s  s e l f - e v i d e n t ^  to  S . F o r ,  i n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  t r u t h  o f  'A  e x i s t s '  to  b e  

s e l f - e v i d e n t ^  t o  S , A m ust b e  th e  in te n d e d  o b j e c t  o f  o n e  ( o r  m ore) a c t s .  

B u t a n  a c t  c a n n o t  t a k e  i t s e l f  a s  a n  o b j e c t .  O nly  s u b s e q u e n t  r e f l e c t i o n  

( a  d i f f e r e n t  a c t )  c an  r e n d e r  A a s  a n  in te n d e d  o b j e c t .  To l i v e  th ro u g h  

a n  a c t  and to  r e f l e c t  upon i t  a r e  two d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s .  An a c t  A i s  

s e l f - e v i d e n t ^  to  S w h i le  one  l i v e s  th ro u g h  A, an d  c a n  b e  s e l f - e v i d e n t ^  

t o  S o n ly  i f  S i s  n o t  " l i v i n g  th ro u g h "  i t .  So e v e n  th o u g h  t h e  s e l f -  

e v id e n c e ^  o f  A t o  S g u a r a n te e s  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  A (an d  t h e  t r u t h  o f  

'A  e x i s t s ' ) ,  i t  does  n o t  fo l lo w  t h a t  t h e  t r u t h  o f  'A  e x i s t s '  i s  s e l f -  

e v id e n tg  to  S . H ow ever, I  do t h in k  t h a t  i t  f o l lo w s  t h a t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  

f o r  A t o  b e  s e l f - e v i d e n t ^  to  S , so  lo n g  a s  b y  ' s e l f - e v i d e n t g '  we u n d e r

s ta n d  s im p ly  ' c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  t r u t h ' .

I  t h in k  t h a t  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  and  a rg u m e n t h a v e  show n t h a t  

M ohanty i s  c o r r e c t  i n  s a y in g  t h a t  t h e  n o t io n  o f  s e l f - e v i d e n c e ^  i s  p r i o r  

t o  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e en  t r u t h  and  f a l s i t y ,  s i n c e  t r u t h  and  

f a l s i t y  c o n c e rn  th e  a c t ' s  i n t e n t i o n  r a t h e r  th a n  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o r  

q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  a c t  (EP, p . 2 1 3 ) . T h is  may a p p e a r  to  c o n f l i c t  w i th  my 

r e f e r e n c e s  to  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  'A  e x i s t s ' ,  and  M ohan ty ' s  

r e f e r e n c e s  to  t h e  t r u t h  (o r  f a l s e h o o d )  o f  'A  i s  a  p e r c e p t i o n ' . B u t i t  

s h o u ld  b e  n o te d  t h a t  we a r e  r e f e r r i n g  to  a c t s  an d  a c t  q u a l i t i e s  r a t h e r  

th a n  l i v i n g  th ro u g h  th e  sam e; h e n c e ,  th e y  a r e  t h e  in te n d e d  o b j e c t s  o f  o u r  

a c t s .  I  w ould  r e v i s e  M ohanty ' s  d ic tu m  s l i g h t l y  to  s a y  t h a t  o u r  

know ledge o f  t r u t h  and  f a l s i t y  c o n c e rn s  t h e  in te n d e d  o b j e c t ,  r a t h e r
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th a n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  a c t ( s )  i n  w h ic h  i t  i s  in te n d e d .

T h is  d i s c u s s io n  h a s  b e e n  n e c e s s a r y ,  s i n c e  i n  t h e  p a s s a g e  from  

F o rm a l and T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic  c i t e d  ab o v e  H u s s e r l  s a y s  t h a t  h e  

e x i s t s  f o r  h im s e l f  w i th  a p o d i c t i c  n e c e s s i t y  (FTL, p .  2 5 1 ) .  Our 

p re c e d in g  d i s c u s s io n  h a s  shown t h a t  H u s s e r l  c a n  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  

s a y in g  t h e  sam e th in g  a s  M ohanty , nam ely  t h a t  c o n s c io u s n e s s  a s  su ch  

i s  p r e - r e f l e c t i v e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  i t s e l f .  I n  o t h e r  w o rd s , s e l f -  

e v id e n c e ^  i s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  f e a t u r e  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  T h in g s  d i f f e r  

fro m  c o n s c io u s n e s s e s  i n  t h a t  th e y  do n o t  e x i s t  f o r  th e m s e lv e s .

S in c e  H u s s e r l  i s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  s e lf - e v id e n c e ^ ^ , an d  s i n c e  s e l f -  

e v id e n c e ^  d o e s  n o t  in v o lv e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  t r u t h  ( o r  f a l s i t y ) , i t  

may seem  t h a t  t h e  p a s s a g e  d o es  n o t  show a n y th in g  a b o u t  H u s s e r l 's  

p o s i t i o n  on  s e l f - e v i d e n c e ^ .  H ow ever, i t  s h o u ld  b e  n o te d  t h a t  s i n c e  

H u s s e r l  i s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  c o n s c io u s n e s s ' e x i s t e n c e  f o r  i t s e l f  ( s e l f -  

e v id e n c e ^ ) ,  i t  ^  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  t r u t h  ( o r  f a l s i t y )  and  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  

i t .  T h u s, o u r  q u e s t i o n  r e m a in s .

B u t w h a t d o e s  th e  p h r a s e  'w i t h  a p o d i c t i c  n e c e s s i t y '  mean i n  

t h a t  p a s sa g e ?  I s  H u s s e r l  s a y in g  t h a t  h e  h a s  a n  a p o d i c i t c  i n s i g h t  i n t o  

t h e  t r u t h  'C o n s c io u s n e s s  e x i s t s  f o r  i t s e l f ' ?  Or i s  h e  s a y in g  t h a t  

'C o n s c io u s n e s s  e x i s t s  f o r  i t s e l f '  i s  a  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h ? Or i s  h e  sa y 

in g  b o th ?  Now H u s s e r l  i s  a t  l e a s t  s a y in g  t h a t  'C o n s c io u s n e s s  e x i s t s  

f o r  i t s e l f '  ( o r ,  ' I ,  a s  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  e x i s t  f o r  m y s e lf  ' ,  t o  b e  m ore 

p r e c i s e )  i s  a  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h .  B u t i s  H u s s e r l  a l s o  s a y in g  t h a t  h e  

h a s  a p o d i c t i c  i n s i g h t  i n t o  i t s  t r u t h ?  One m ig h t re s p o n d  " y e s ,  s i n c e  

o n e  knows a  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h  o n ly  i n  a n  a p o d i c t i c  i n s i g h t " .  H ow ever,

I  f i n d  no t e x t u a l  e v id e n c e  t h a t  s u p p o r t s  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h a t
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H u s s e r l  a c c e p te d  su c h  a  p r i n c i p l e  i n  F o rm a l an d  T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic .

L e t  u s  t a k e  a  c l o s e r  lo o k  a t  t h e  n o t io n  ’a p o d i c t i c  e v id e n c e  ( i n s i g h t ) ’ .

I f  o n e  had  an  u n a s s a i l a b l e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  a  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h ,

th e n  o n  H u s s e r l ’ s  own p r i n c i p l e s  t h i s  w ou ld  m ean a n  e n d u r in g  a c c e s s i b i l i t y

to  i n s i g h t  (FTL, p . 4 3 ) .

A b s o lu te ly  any  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a n y th in g  w h a te v e r  b e lo n g s  a  p r i o r i  
t o  a n  o p e n ly  e n d le s s  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  p o s s i b l e  m odes o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  

'w h ic h  c a n  a lw ay s b e  c o n n e c te d  s y n t h e t i c a l l y  i n  t h e  u n i ty - f o r m  
o f  c o n jo in t  a c c e p ta n c e . . . t o  m ake one  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  a s  
c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  ’ t h e  Same’ (FTL, p . 1 6 0 ) .

T h u s , i f  0 i s  s e l f - e v i d e n t ^  to  S , th e n  0  i s  s e l f - e v i d e n t g  to  S .

Now, i f  one  u n d e r s ta n d s  H u s s e r l ’ s  a n a ly s e s  o f  t h e  s e n s e s  ’ e v id e n c e '

and ’ t r u t h ’ ( a s  I  do) a s  a t  t h e  sam e t im e  s e t t i n g  down a  p r o c e d u r e  f o r

a s c e r t a i n i n g  w h e th e r  a n  o s t e n s i b l e  t r u t h  i s  i n  f a c t  t r u e ,  th e n  o n e  c a n

s a y  t h a t  s u c h  a  p ro c e d u re  c o u ld  n o t  p o s s ib l y  d i s c l o s e  any d e c e p t io n

o r  r e f i n e  t h e  c la im  i n  th e  c a s e  o f  a p o d i c t i c  i n s i g h t  i n t o  a  n e c e s s a r y

t r u t h .  B u t t h i s  w ould  o n ly  c o n s t i t u t e  a  f u r t h e r  a n a l y s i s  o f  w h a t i t

m eans to  h a v e  a n  a p o d i c t i c  i n s i g h t  i n t o  a  t r u t h .  I t  i s  n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t

t h e r e  a r e  any  su c h  i n s i g h t s ;  n o r  i s  i t  t o  s a y  t h a t  we know t h a t  we h a v e

s u c h  i n s i g h t s .  The p a s s a g e  t h a t  I  c i t e d  s im p ly  d o e s  n o t  t e l l  u s

w h e th e r  H u s s e r l  a s s e r t s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  an y  a p o d i c t i c  i n s i g h t s .

L e v in  c i t e s  a  p a s s a g e  t h a t  h e  t h in k s  shows t h a t  H u s s e r l  d id  n o t

deny a p o d i c t i c i t y .

E v id e n c e  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  i s  t h e r e f o r e  a lw a y s  p re s u p p o s e d  by  th e  
p r o c e s s .  The c o n s c io u s  ’ d i s p e l l i n g ’ o f  a  d e c e p t io n ,  w i t h  t h e  
o r i g i n a l i t y  o f  ’now I  s e e  t h a t  i t  i s  a n  i l l u s i o n ’ , i s  i t s e l f  a  
s p e c i e s  o f  e v id e n c e . . .E v en  a n  o s t e n s i b l y  a p o d i c t i c  e v id e n c e  c a n  b e  
d i s c l o s e d  a s  d e c e p t io n  a n d , i n  t h a t  e v e n t ,  p r e s u p p o s e s  a  s i m i l a r  
e v id e n c e  by  w h ich  i t  i s  ’ s h a t t e r e d ’ (FTL, p . 156; c i t e d  i n  R&E, 
p .  1 0 7 ).

Now L e v in  c i t e s  t h i s  p a s s a g e  i n  o r d e r  to  a t t a c k  H u s s e r l ’ s  p o s i t i o n .  B u t
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a l l  H u s s e r l  i s  d o in g  i s  a n a ly z in g  th e  n o t io n  ’ a p o d i c t i c  e v id e n c e ’ ; 

h e  i s  n o t  s a y in g  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  any  a p o d i c t i c  i n s i g h t s ,  w h ic h  i s  w h a t 

L e v in  a p p a r e n t ly  f in d s  o b j e c t io n a b l e .  P a r t  o f  w h a t i s  e n t a i l e d  by  

’a p o d ic t i c  e v id e n c e ’ i s  ’No two g e n u in e  a p o d i c t i c  e v id e n c e s  c a n  c o n f l i c t  

w i th  one a n o th e r ’ and ' I f  two o s t e n s i b l e  a p o d i c t i c  i n s i g h t s  c o n f l i c t  

w i th  one  a n o th e r ,  o n e  i s  n o t  a n  a p o d ic t i c  i n s i g h t ’ .

T h e re  i s ,  how ever, a  p a s s a g e  i n  F o rm a l a n d  T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic

w h e re in  H u s s e r l  a s s e r t s  t h a t  a  t r u t h  i s  a p o d i c t i c a l l y  e v id e n t .

A l l  i t s  ^phenom enology’s 3  r e s u l t s ,  when f r e e d  from  f a c t u a l n e s s  
and  th e re b y  t r a n s p o s e d  i n t o  th e  re a lm  o f  f r e e  p h a n t a s y - v a r i a t i o n ,  
become e i d e t i c ,  becom e r e s u l t s  t h a t  ( a s  i s  a p o d i c t i c a l l y  e v id e n t ) 
g o v e rn  a  u n iv e r s e  o f  c o n c e i v a b i l i t y  (a  ’ p u r e ’ a l l n e s s ) ,  i n  su c h  
a  m anner t h a t  t h e  n e g a t io n  o f  any  r e s u l t  i s  e q u iv a l e n t  t o  an  
i n t u i t a b l e  e i d e t i c  i m p o s s i b i l i t y ,  a n  i n c o n c e i v a b i l i t y  (FTL, p .  249 , 
em phasis  m in e ) .

The answ er to  o u r  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n ,  th e n ,  i s  ” no” . T h e r e f o r e ,  b o th  

Z an er and M e rle a u -P o n ty  a r e  m is ta k e n . M o reo v er, L e v in  and B a c h e la rd  

a r e  c o r r e c t  on  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  q u e s t io n .

The q u e s t io n  t h a t  L e v in  p o sed  n e e d s  to  b e  a n sw e re d , nam ely  ” l s  

H u s s e r l ’ s  th e o ry  o f  e v id e n c e  i n  F o rm al and T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic  i n 

c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  any a p p e a l  to  a p o d ic t i c  e v id e n c e ? " .  I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  

p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  ^  a  t r u t h  i s  a p o d i c t i c a l l y  e v id e n t  ( s e l f - e v i d e n t ^ )  

t o  S , th e n  even  th o u g h  i t  i s  c o n s e q u e n tly  s e l f - e v i d e n t ^  ( i . e . ,  s u b j e c t  

t o  c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n ) , su c h  c r i t i c a l  e x a m in a t io n  w ould  b e  p o i n t l e s s  

i n s o f a r  a s  i t  c o u ld  n o t  p o s s ib l y  d i s c l o s e  any  d e c e p t io n  on  S ’ s  p a r t  o r  

r e f i n e  th e  c la im . ’ I m p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  d e c e p t io n ’ i s  s im p ly  p a r t  o f  w h a t 

’ a p o d ic t i c  e v id e n c e ’ m eans. S in c e  t h i s  i s  s o ,  a  s i n g l e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  

a n  a p o d ic t i c  (n e c e s s a ry )  t r u t h  w ould  s u f f i c e  f o r  a p o d i c t i c  e v id e n c e .

(B u t, a s  we s h a l l  s e e ,  i t  d o es  n o t  s u f f i c e  f o r  know ing t h a t  a  p r o p o s i t i o n
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i s  a p o d i c t i c a l l y  é v i d e n t . )  T h a t i s ,  t h e  c o n c e p t io n  o f  a p o d i c t i c  e v id e n c e  

a s  p r e d i c a b le  o f  a  s i n g l e  i n s i g h t  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  th e  o n ly  way to  c o n s t r u e  

a p o d i c t i c  e v id e n c e  a s  so m e th in g  t h a t  i s  a c h ie v e d .  B u t I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  

shown t h a t  H u s s e r l  c r i t i c i z e s  t h e o r i s t s  o f  t h a t  s o r t .  T h u s , H u s s e r l  

i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t .

I  c o n c u r  w i th  m o st o f  th e  p r e c e d in g  a rg u m e n t, b u t  s t i l l  t h in k  

t h a t  I  can  show t h a t  H u s s e r l  i s  n o t  i n c o n s i s t e n t .  I t  i s  im p o r ta n t  

t o  r e c a l l  t h a t  H u s s e r l 's  a n a l y s i s  o f  e v id e n c e  an d  t r u t h  i s  from  th e  

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l s t a n d p o i n t ,  w h ere  e v e r y th in g  i s  t r e a t e d  a s  a  phenom enon 

o f  b e in g ,  r a t h e r  th a n  so m e th in g  t h a t  i s .  A c c o r d in g ly ,  when H u s s e r l  

c la im s  t h a t  a  t r u t h  i s  a p o d i c t i c a l l y  e v id e n t ,  h e  i s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  th e  

phenom enon o f  a p o d ic t i c  e v id e n c e  o f  a  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h .  T h is  i s  i n  

k e e p in g  w i th  th e  c o n c e p tu a l  p o i n t  t h a t  to  i d e n t i f y  so m e th in g  a s  a  

n e c e s s a ry  t r u t h  i s  to  b e  com m itted  t o  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  o n e 's  i n s i g h t  

i n t o  i t  i s  u n a s s a i l a b l e .  B u t to  c la im  t h a t  a  t r u t h  a p p e a r s  to  b e  

a p o d i c t i c a l l y  e v id e n t  d o es  n o t  im p ly  t h a t  i t  i s  s o ,  o r  t h a t  i t  i s  a  

n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h .  The t h e o r i s t s  t h a t  H u s s e r l  c r i t i c i z e s ,  on  th e  o th e r  

h a n d , ta k e  a p o d ic t i c  e v id e n c e  a s  a n  " a b s o l u t e  c r i t e r i o n  o f  t r u t h "

(FTL, p . 157, em p h asis  m in e ) .  T h u s , H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t  c r i t i c i z e  

e x a c t l y  th e  same s o r t  o f  th e o r y  to  w h ic h  h e  m u st b e  co m m itted  by  

a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  so m e th in g  i s  a p o d i c t i c a l l y  e v id e n t  t o  h im . T h u s ,

H u s s e r l  i s  n o t  i n c o n s i s t e n t .  Some t e x t u a l  e v id e n c e  f o r  t h i s  i n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n  in c lu d e s  th e  f o l lo w in g :  "T he p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d e c e p t io n  i s

i n h e r e n t  i n  th e  e v id e n c e  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  and  d o es  n o t  a n n u l  e i t h e r  i t s  

fu n d a m e n ta l  c h a r a c t e r  o r  i t s  e f f e c t . . . "  (FTL, p . 1 5 6 ) . f i t  i s  n o te 

w o rth y  t h a t  t h i s  s e n te n c e  i s  i n  t h e  same p a ra g r a p h  t h a t  L e v in  c i t e d  a s  

e v id e n c e  f o r  a c c u s in g  H u s s e r l  o f  u n m it ig a te d  r a t i o n a l i s m  ( c i t e d  i n
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t h i s  c h a p te r ,  p . 1 4 4 ) ,  o c c u r r in g  o n ly  a  few  s e n te n c e s  e a r l i e r ^

One m ig h t o b j e c t  to  t h i s  d e fe n s e  o f  H u s s e r l  on  t h e  g ro u n d s  

t h a t  a l th o u g h  H u s s e r l  r e f u s e s  to  m ake s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  c la im s  a b o u t  

w h a t e x i s t s ,  h e  does  make s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  a s s e r t i o n s  a b o u t  phenom ena 

(m ore p r e c i s e l y ,  th e  i n v a r i a n t  i n  phenom ena). B u t a c c o r d in g  to  th e  

a b o v e  d e fe n s e ,  H u s s e r l 's  a s s e r t i o n s  a b o u t  phenom ena a r e  n o t  

s t r a ig h t f o r w a r d .  I n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  t h e  p re c e d in g  d e f e n s e  m i s i n t e r p r e t s  

H u s s e r l .  A f t e r  a l l ,  any  s c ie n c e  i n c lu d e s  some p r o p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  

s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d ly  t r u e  ( o r  a t  l e a s t  o n es  t h a t  we h a v e  good r e a s o n  to  

b e l i e v e  a r e  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d ly  t r u e ) .  No s c ie n c e  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  s e t  o f  

p r o p o s i t io n s  o f  th e  form  " I t  a p p e a r s  to  me t h a t  P " . Any s c i e n c e ,  

in c lu d in g  phenom enology, c o n s i s t s  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  o f  t h e  fo rm  " P " .  

Phenom enology d i f f e r s  from  o t h e r  s c ie n c e s  i n  th e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r ,  n o t  

i n  t h e  fo rm , o f  i t s  p r o p o s i t i o n s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  p r e c e d in g  d e f e n s e  

w i l l  n o t  do .

My p a r a d o x ic a l  r e s p o n s e  i s  t h a t  H u s s e r l 's  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l 

p r o p o s i t io n s  a r e  and a r e  n o t  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d .  R e n d e r in g  t h i s  p a ra d o x  

i n t e l l i g i b l e  i s  s im p ly  a  m a t t e r  o f  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  two q u e s t io n s  a n d , 

m ore im p o r ta n t ly ,  two l e v e l s  o f  r e f l e c t i o n .  I t  i s  s im p ly  a  m a t t e r  o f  

e x p la in in g  m ore  f u l l y  th e  d e fe n s e  o f  H u s s e r l ,  r a t h e r  th a n  r e j e c t i n g  i t .

D e s p i te  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  phenom enology b e g in s  w i th  t h e  s u s p e n s io n

o f  th e  n a iv e te ^ o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  s t a n d p o i n t ,  t h e r e  i s  a  c e r t a i n  n a iv e te ^

i n  phenom enology a s  w e l l— th e  n a iv e t e ^ o f  a p o d i c t i c i t y .

O nly we p r e f e r r e d  to  s k e tc h  i n  o u t l i n e  t h e  tre m en d o u s  w e a l th  
o f  p ro b lem s b e lo n g in g  t o  th e  f i r s t  s t a g e  o f  phenom enology 
— a  s ta g e  w h ich  i n  i t s  own m anner i s  i t s e l f  s t i l l  i n f e c t e d  w i th  
a  c e r t a i n  n a i v e t ^ ( t h e  n a i v e t /  o f  a p o d i c t i c i t y ) b u t  c o n ta in s  th e  
g r e a t  and  m ost c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  a c co m p lish m e n t o f  phenom enology ; a s  
a  r e f a s h io n in g  o f  s c ie n c e  on  a  h ig h e r  l e v e l — i n s t e a d  o f  e n te r in g



155

i n t o  t h e  f u r t h e r  and  u l t i m a t e  p ro b le m s o f  phenom enology : 
th o s e  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  i t s  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m , w h ic h  a im s  a t  d e te rm in in g  
n o t  o n ly  t h e  r a n g e  and  l i m i t s  b u t  a l s o  t h e  m odes o f  a p o d i c t i c i t y  
(CM, p p . 1 5 1 -1 5 2 ) .

W henever H u s s e r l  m akes a  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  c la im  t h a t  a  t r u t h  i s

a p o d i c t i c a l l y  e v id e n t ,  h e  i s  t a l k i n g  from  t h e  n a iv e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l

s t a n d p o i n t .  B u t b e c a u s e  phenom enology i s  s u p p o se d  to  b e  a  g e n u in e

s c ie n c e  t h a t  a c c o u n ts  f o r  i t s  own p o s s i b i l i t y ,  phenom enology  a l s o

in c lu d e s  a  s e c o n d  l e v e l  o f  r e f l e c t i o n  w h e r e in  h e  a n a ly z e s  c la im s  to

a p o d i c t i c  e v id e n c e .  A t t h i s  s e c o n d  l e v e l  t h e s e  c la im s  a r e  t r e a t e d  a s

c la im s , a s  phenom ena, w h e re a s  a t  t h e  n a iv e  l e v e l  th e y  a r e  n o t .  T h is

s e c o n d - o r d e r  r e f l e c t i o n  d i s c l o s e s  t h e  r o l e  an d  n e c e s s i t y  o f  c r i t i c a l

v e r i f i c a t i o n  i n  phenom enology . A f t e r  a l l ,  a  p h e n o m e n o lo g is t ’ s

g o a l  i s  t o  know, and  H u s s e r l  r e c o g n iz e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no know ledge

w i th o u t  c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  T h e se  two l e v e l s  o f  r e f l e c t i o n

c o rre s p o n d  t o  t h e  z ig z a g  ju d g in g  p r o c e d u r e  w h ic h  i s  p r e s e n t  i n  any

s c ie n c e  ( th o u g h  t h e  r e f e r e n t s  o f  t h e  ju d g e m e n ts  d i f f e r ,  o f  c o u r s e ) .

H is  | t h e  s c i e n t i s t ' s ]  ju d g e m e n ts  m u st b e  v e r i f i e d  b y  g e n u in e ,  
by  m a x im a lly  p e r f e c t ,  e v id e n c e ;  and  o n ly  a s  s o  v e r i f i e d  s h a l l  
th e y  b e  a d m it te d  among t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  s c ie n c e  a s  th e o r y .  T h is  
b r in g s  a b o u t  a  p e c u l i a r  ju d g in g  p r o c e d u r e  on  th e  s c i e n t i s t ' s  
p a r t ,  a  z ig z a g  ju d g in g ,  so  to  s p e a k :  f i r s t  m ak ing  s t r a i g h t  f o r
t h e  g iv e n n e s s  o f  so m e th in g  i t s e l f ,  b u t  th e n  g o in g  b a c k  c r i t i c a l l y  
t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n a l  r e s u l t s  a l r e a d y  o b ta in e d — w hereupon  h i s  
c r i t i c i s m  m u st b e  s u b je c t e d  to  c r i t i c i s m ,  and f o r  l i k e  r e a s o n s  
(FTL, p . 1 2 5 ) .

H u s s e r l ,  t o o ,  a im s s t r a i g h t  f o r  t h e  g iv e n n e s s  o f  so m e th in g  i t s e l f .

T h ese  a r e  t h e  p l a c e s  w h e re  one  f i n d s  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  a s s e r t i o n s  t h a t

a p o d ic t i c  e v id e n c e  h a s  b e e n  a c h ie v e d .  B u t a t  t h e  s e c o n d  l e v e l

H u s s e r l  d i s c l o s e s  th e  r o l e  o f  c r i t i c i s m  i n  a s c e r t a i n i n g  w h e th e r  h e
✓

i s  c o r r e c t .  A c t u a l l y ,  one  n e v e r  c o m p le te ly  overcom es th e  n a i v e t e
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o f  s t r a ig h t f o r w a r d n e s s ,  s i n c e  a t  t h e  s e c o n d  l e v e l  o n e  m akes s t r a i g h t 

fo rw a rd  a s s e r t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  d e te r m in in g  w h e th e r  a n  

o s t e n s i b l e  n e c e s s a ry  t r u t h  i s  i n  f a c t  one  ( i . e . ,  i t s  h o r i z o n ) .  I n  f a c t ,  

some ju d g em e n ts  m u st b e  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  to  h a v e  a  s c i e n c e  ( I d e a s ,  p .  99 ), 

I  su b m it t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  e x p la n a t io n  f o r  why H u s s e r l  s a y s  t h a t  

*ju d g in g  s i m p l i c i t e r ’ i s  " a  c o m p le te ly  r e l a t i v e  te rm "  (FTL, p .  1 3 2 ) .

F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  phenom enology i s  a n  e n d le s s  e x a m in a t io n  o f  i t s e l f .

I n  f a c t ,  H u s s e r l  h im s e lf  r e c o g n iz e s  t h a t  e n d le s s  s e l f - e x a m i n a t i o n  i s  

p a r t  o f  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  s e n s e  o f  'u l t i m a t e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a  s c ie n c e  

b y  i t s e l f  (FTL, p . 2 6 8 ) . F o r  t h i s  sam e r e a s o n  I  f i n d  H u s s e r l 's  

t a l k  a b o u t th e  n a iv e  l e v e l  o f  phenom enology a s  a  " s t a g e "  m is le a d in g .

I t  i s  n o t  a s  i f  one c o u ld  c o m p le te  t h a t  s t a g e  and  move o n , f o r  o n e  

c a n n o t overcom e th e  s o r t  o f  n a i v e t e  a t  t h e  f i r s t  l e v e l .

H ence, L e v in  and  I  s h a r p ly  d i s a g r e e .  The p o s i t i o n  t h a t  L e v in

f in d s  r e a s o n a b le ,  b u t  t h in k s  t h a t  H u s s e r l  i s  u n w i l l i n g  t o  a d o p t ,

i s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  I  a s c r i b e  t o  H u s s e r l .

I t  i s  comm endable t h a t ,  i n  th e  L o g ik , h e  d o e s  p e r c e iv e  t h e  c r y in g  
n eed  f o r  a  c r i t i q u e  o f  a p o d i c t i c i t y .  B u t ,  t h i s  c r i t i q u e ,  e f f e c t e d  
i n  o r d e r  t o  rem ove th e  l a s t  v e s t i g e s  o f  n a i v e t e ,  i s  i t s e l f  
su p p o sed  t o  b e  a p o d i c t i c .  On w h a t g ro u n d s  i s  i t s  a p o d i c t i c i t y  
to  b e  shown? Would th e  a p o d i c t i c  c r i t i q u e  i t s e l f  demand a  
c r i t i q u e  to  d i s c l o s e  i t s  a p o d i c t i c i t y ?  How f a r - r e a c h i n g  i s  
t h e  n a i v e t ^  w h ich  H u s s e r l  e x p e c ts  to  overcom e? C ould  we n o t  
p e rh a p s  s u s t a i n  th e  v ie w , c e r t a i n l y  c o m p a t ib le  w i t h  some 
im p o r ta n t  a s p e c t s  o f  h i s  own th in k i n g ,  t h a t  n a i v e t e  
( i n  a  q u i t e  h a rm le s s  way) i s  a c t u a l l y  u n a v o id a b le ,  i n  t h e  s e n s e  
t h a t ,  i f  i n q u i r y  i s  n e v e r  a t  a n  end and  e x te n d s  i n t o  i n f i n i t y ,  
e v id e n c e s  (e v e n  i n s i g h t s )  in te r w e a v in g  w i th  e v id e n c e s ,  w h a t i s  
n a iv e  i s  s im p ly  t h a t  w h ic h , a t  any  g iv e n  s t a g e  o f  s i g n i f i c a t i o n  
[  s i(Q  ( s u g g e s t :  " in q u i r y 'J J  , i s  o p en  t o  f u r t h e r  e x a m in a t io n
and d eve lopm en t?  I n  v iew  o f  t h e  h y p o t h e t i c a l  n a t u r e  o f  a p o d i c t i c  
i n s i g h t  ( s u g g e s te d  i n  t h e  p a s s a g e  c i t e d  a b o v e ) an d  i t s  o p e n n e ss  
t o  c o n f l i c t  and c a n c e l l a t i o n ,  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  w ou ld  in d e e d  
s u g g e s t  i t s e l f  a s  a  r e a s o n a b le  o n e . N e v e r th e le s s ,  H u s s e r l  i s  
p l a i n l y  u n w i l l in g  t o  a d o p t  i t  (R&E, p p . 1 0 8 -1 0 9 ) .
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I  t h in k  t h a t  i t  i s  p l a i n  t h a t  H u s s e r l  d o e s  a d o p t  i t .  L e v in 's

p o s i t i o n  i s  i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  w i th  th e  p a s s a g e s  I  c i t e d ,  w h e re  H u s s e r l

c o n c e iv e s  o f  phenom enology a s  e n d le s s  s e l f - e x a m i n a t i o n .  H e re  i s  s t i l l

a n o th e r  p a s s a g e  w h e re in  H u s s e r l  a p p e a r s  t o  a d o p t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t

L e v in  th in k s  t h a t  h e  i s  u n w i l l in g  t o  a d o p t .  P h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l

. . . i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t a k e  on  a  p a in f u l  and  y e t  u n a v o id a b le  
r e l a t i v i t y ,  a  p r o v i s i o n a l n e s s , i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  d e f i n i t e n e s s  f o r  
w h ich  we w e re  s t r i v i n g :  E ach  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  a t  i t s  own l e v e l ,
overcom es some naivete '^^or o t h e r ,  b u t  i s  s t i l l  accom pan ied  by 
th e  n a iv e t e  o f  i t s  own l e v e l — w h ich  m u st th e n  b e  overcom e i n  
t u r n  by  m ore p e n e t r a t i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  o r i g i n s .  The p r e 
s u p p o s i t io n s  o f  b e in g ,  a s  th e y  a r e  u n c o v e re d  a t  e a c h  l e v e l ,  
become i n d i c e s  o f  p ro b lem s c o n c e rn in g  e v id e n c e ,  w h ich  l e a d  u s  
i n t o  th e  v a s t  sy s tem  o f  c o n s t i t u t i v e  s u b j e c t i v i t y  (FTL, pp .
2 7 0 -2 7 1 ) .

T h is  p a s s a g e  a l s o  s e r v e s  a n o th e r  p u rp o s e , t h a t  o f  c o n f irm in g  my 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .

T h ro u g h o u t H u s s e r l 's  w r i t i n g s ,  th e n ,  one  f i n d s  t h e  n a iv e t e ^ o f  

a p o d i c t i c i t y .  T hese  a r e  t h e  a s s e r t i o n s  t h a t  a  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h  i s  

a p o d i c t i c a l l y  e v id e n t .  I n  o t h e r  p la c e s  ( e s p e c i a l l y  i n  F T L ), how ev er, 

H u s s e r l  a n a ly z e s  th e  p ro c e d u re  f o r  d e te rm in in g  w h e th e r  th o s e  c la im s  a r e  

c o r r e c t .  H u s s e r l  r e c o g n iz e s  t h a t  h i s  c la im s  to  a p o d i c t i c  e v id e n c e  a r e  

o s t e n s i b l e  a t  t h e  s e c o n d - le v e l  o f  r e f l e c t i o n .  B u t h e  c o u ld  n o t  f o r  t h a t  

r e a s o n  r e v i s e  h i s  a s s e r t i o n s  su c h  t h a t  th e y  a r e  o f  th e  fo rm  ' I t  i s  

o s t e n s i b l y  a p o d i c t i c  t h a t  P ' .  F o r  i f  h e  d i d ,  t h e r e  w ould  b e  no s c i e n t i f i c  

p r o p o s i t i o n  to  c r i t i c a l l y  v e r i f y .  How c o u ld  o n e  show t h a t  ' I t  i s  

o s t e n s i b l y  a p o d i c t i c  t h a t  P ' i s  f a l s e ?  Show ing t h a t  P i s  n o t  a  n e c e s s a r y  

t r u t h  w ould l e a v e  th e  p r o p o s i t i o n  u n s c a th e d . I f  c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n  

d i s c l o s e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  P r e s i s t e d  a l l  a t t e m p ts  a t  c r i t i c i s m ,  

t h a t  w ould  n o t  show t h a t  ' I t  i s  o s t e n s i b l y  a p o d i c t i c  t h a t  P ' i s  t r u e .
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I n  o r d e r  to  f a l s i f y  o r  c o n f irm  t h a t  h y p o t h e s i s ,  one w ou ld  h a v e  to  

i n s p e c t  H u s s e r l 's  m e n ta l  s t a t e s .  B u t a s  p h e n o m e n o lo g is ts ,  we a r e  n o t  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  H u s s e r l 's  m e n ta l  h i s t o r y .  R a th e r ,  we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  

i n  u n i v e r s a l  t r u t h s  a b o u t  any  c o n s c io u s n e s s  w h a te v e r .  T h u s , t h e r e  i s  

a  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  p r o p o s i t i o n  to  c o n firm  o r  f a l s i f y  o n ly  i f  i t  i s  o f  

t h e  s t r a ig h t f o r w a r d  form  P .

B u t i t  i s  n e c e s s a ry  to  b e  q u i t e  c a r e f u l  a b o u t  t h e  r e f e r e n t  

o f  th e  w ords ' t h o s e  c la im s ' i n  th e  p r e c e d in g  p a ra g r a p h .  H u s s e r l  

m a in ta in s  t h a t  some p r o p o s i t io n s  a r e  a p o d i c t i c a l l y  e v id e n t  t o  h im .

B ut w i l l  c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n  show t h a t  s u c h  a  c la im  i s  t r u e ?  No.

To a s c e r t a i n  w h e th e r  ' I t  i s  a p o d i c t i c a l l y  e v id e n t  t o  H u s s e r l  t h a t  P ' 

i s  t r u e  w ould  r e q u i r e  a c c e s s  to  H u s s e r l 's  m e n ta l  s t a t e s ,  to o ;  I  h a v e  

a l r e a d y  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  H u s s e r l 's  m e n ta l  h i s t o r y  i s  i r r e l e v a n t  to  

phenom enology and c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n  o f  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  p r o p o s i t i o n s .  

C r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n ,  th e n ,  w i l l  show ( i d e a l l y )  t h a t  P i s  a  n e c e s s a r y  

t r u t h ,  n o t  t h a t  H u s s e r l 's  ( o r  anyone e l s e ' s )  i n s i g h t  i n t o  i t  i s  

a p o d i c t i c .

H ere  i s  a  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  A p o d ic t ic  i n s i g h t  

r e q u i r e s  a  d e f i n i t e  c l a r i t y  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  Now H u s s e r l  may h a v e  

b e e n  i n a t t e n t i v e  when h e  w r o te  ' I t  i s  a p o d i c t i c a l l y  e v id e n t  ( t o  me) t h a t  

P ' .  Suppose t h a t  P i s  a  n e c e s s a ry  t r u t h ,  and  t h a t  c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n  

shows t h a t  i t  i s  s o .  I t  w ou ld  b e  a n  u n j u s t i f i a b l e  i n f e r e n c e  i f  o n e  

co n c lu d e d  t h a t  H u s s e r l  had  a p o d ic t i c  i n s i g h t  i n t o  i t .  T h is  w ou ld  b e  a n  

i l l e g i t i m a t e  in f e r e n c e  ev e n  i f  H u s s e r l  h ad  c l e a r  a p o d i c t i c  i n s i g h t .  The 

c l a r i t y  o f  H u s s e r l 's  i n s i g h t  i s  a  c o n t in g e n t  m a t t e r  t h a t  h a s  n o th in g  

to  do w i th  phenom enology o r  c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  W hat h o ld s  f o r
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H u s s e r l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  h o ld s  f o r  any  i n d i v i d u a l .

S in c e  c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  d i s c l o s e  t h e  n a t u r e  

o f  any  i n d i v i d u a l 's  i n s i g h t ,  i t  may seem  t o  b e  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  H u s s e r l  

s h o u ld  abandon  c la im s  t o  a p o d i c t i c  e v id e n c e . B u t s i n c e  t o  i d e n t i f y  P 

a s  a  n e c e s s a ry  t r u t h  i s  t o  i d e n t i f y  o n e 's  i n s i g h t  i n t o  i t  a s  unr- 

a s s a i l a b l e ,  i t  i s  m is ta k e n  to  e x p e c t  H u s s e r l  t o  a b a n d o n  c la im s  to  

a p o d ic t i c  e v id e n c e  s im p ly  b e c a u s e  h e  r e c o g n iz e s  t h a t  th e y  a r e  o s t e n s i b l y  

a p o d ic t i c  a t  a n o th e r  l e v e l  o f  r e f l e c t i o n .  F h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l ly ,  th e  

two go to g e th e r . .  To e x p e c t  H u s s e r l  to  do s o  w ou ld  b e  t o  r e q u i r e  him  

to  a s s i m i l a t e  th e  s o r t  o f  e v id e n c e  t h a t  we h a v e  f o r  e m p i r ic a l  

g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  to  th e  e v id e n c e  t h a t  we h a v e  w hen (and  i f )  we h av e  

i n s i g h t  i n to  a  n e c e s s a ry  t r u t h .  To i d e n t i f y  P a s  a  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h  i s  

to  i d e n t i f y  i t  a s  u n f a l s i f i a b l e  b y  e x p e r ie n c e ,  w h e re a s  t h a t  i s  n o t  

t h e  c a s e  w i th  e m p i r ic a l  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s .

I t  s h o u ld  b e  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  b y  'u n f a l s i f i a b l e  by  e x p e r ie n c e '

I  do n o t  m ean ' a  p r i o r i ' .  S a u l  K r ip k e  h a s  r e c e n t l y  a rg u e d  t h a t  i f  a l l  

n e c e s s i t i e s  a r e  de  r e  ( r a t h e r  th a n  ^  d i c t o ,  a  p o s i t i o n  to  w h ich  

H u s s e r l  a s c r i b e s ) ,  th e n  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  h a v e  a  n e c e s s a r y  a  p o s t e r i o r i  

p r o p o s i t i o n ,  s u c h  a s  'M ark  Tw ain i s  i d e n t i c a l  w i th  Sam C le m e n s '.  B u t 

I  am c a l l i n g  a t t e n t i o n  to  a  d i f f e r e n t  f e a t u r e  o f  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h  when 

I  c a l l  them u n f a l s i f i a b l e  b y  e x p e r ie n c e .  I f  one  p ro d u c e s  a  c o u n te r  

exam ple  to  a n  e m p i r ic a l  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  fo rm  'A l l  s  i s  p ' ,  t h a t  

show s t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  i s  f a l s e .  I t  d o e s  n o t  show t h a t  th e  

e m p i r ic a l  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  i s  n o t  a n  e m p i r ic a l  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n .  B u t i f  

o n e  p ro d u c e s  a  c o u n te r  exam ple  to  a n  o s t e n s i b l e  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h ,  

t h a t  shows t h a t  th e  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  f a l s e  and t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  a  n e c e s s a r y
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t r u t h . T h is  h o ld s  f o r  a l l  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h s ,  w h e th e r  th e y  a r e  a  p r i o r i  

o r  a  p o s t e r i o r i . I t  i s  n o te w o rth y  t h a t  H u s s e r l  a s s e r t s  t h a t  h e  h a s  

a p o d i c t i c  e v id e n c e  o n ly  f o r  w h a t h e  t a k e s  t o  h e  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h s .  I t  

i s  Im p o r ta n t  f o r  a n  e p i s t e m o lo g i s t  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  p r i v i l e d g e d  

p o s i t i o n  o f  w h a t we ta k e  to  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h s .  I f ,  f o r  ex am p le , some 

m easu rem en t a c c o rd in g  to  a  p h y s i c a l  th e o r y  h a d  t h e  c o n se q u e n c e  t h a t  

4 = 5 , we w ou ld  c o n s id e r  t h a t  a  r e d u c t i o  o f  t h e  p h y s c i a l  t h e o r y ,  r a t h e r  

th a n  e le m e n ta ry  a r i t h m e t i c .  B u t a t  t h e  same t im e  t h a t  o n e  a c c o u n ts  

f o r  t h e  p r iv i l e d g e d  p o s i t i o n  o f  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h s ,  on e  m u st a l s o  

a c c o u n t  f o r  o u r  a b i l i t y  to  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw e e n  t h e  g e n u in e  a n d  s p u r io u s .  

I  t h in k  t h a t  H u s s e r l 's  th e o r y  s a t i s f i e s  b o th  o f  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s .  B u t 

H u s s e r l 's  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  a s  a  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h  d o es  

n o t  im p ly  t h a t  i t  i s  o n e ; and  t h i s  i s  t r u e  on  H u s s e r l 's  own g ro u n d s .

The q u e s t io n  " I s  P a  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h ? "  c a n  b e  a n sw ered  o n ly  i f  i t  h a s  

b e e n  c r i t i c a l l y  v e r i f i e d .

T h u s , my a rg u m en t h a s  shown t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  to  

f i n d  t h e  n a i v e t e  o f  a p o d i c t i c i t y  i n  F o rm al and  T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic .

B u t i t  h a s  a l s o  shown how t h e  n a iv e  c la im s  t o  a p o d i c t i c i t y  a r e  

r e c o n c i l a b l e  w i th  t h e  th e o r y  o f  e v id e n c e  and  t r u t h  i n  F o rm a l and 

T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic , a  th e o r y  a c c o rd in g  t o  w h ic h  a l l  e v id e n c e s  a r e  

in te r d e p e n d e n t  and r e f e r  one  t o  f u r t h e r  u n d i s c lo s e d  h o r iz o n s .  S in c e  

o u r  know ledge  t h a t  a  t r u t h  i s  n e c e s s a r y  d ep e n d s  on  c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n ,  

I  t h in k  t h a t  I  h a v e  a l s o  shown how th e  c o n c e p ts  o f  a p o d i c t i c i t y  a s  a n  

i d e a l  and  a s  a n  a c h ie v e m e n t a r e  c o m p a t ib le .  O ur k n o w led g e  o f  s u c h  a n  

a c h ie v e m e n t l i e s  a t  i n f i n i t y .

A t t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h i s  a rg u m e n t I  r e f e r r e d  t o  two q u e s t io n s
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t h a t  n e e d  t o  b e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d .  They a r e :  (1 )  Do we h a v e  any

a p o d ic t i c  i n s i g h t s ?  and  (2 ) How do we know t h a t  a  t r u t h  i s  a  n e c e s s a r y

t r u t h ?  A t t h e  n a iv e  l e v e l  H u s s e r l  c o n f i d e n t l y  a n s w e rs  " y e s "  t o  ( 1 ) .

B u t a s  a  s c i e n t i s t ,  H u s s e r l  i s  m o st c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t  th e  r e s p o n s e  t o  ( 2 ) .

H e re , a t  t h e  seco n d  l e v e l  o f  r e f l e c t i o n ,  we o b t a i n  a n  e x te n s iv e  a n a l y s i s

i n  r e s p o n s e  to  ( 2 ) ,  w h ich  I  h a v e  b e e n  c l a r i f y i n g  th ro u g h o u t  t h i s  c h a p te r .

T h u s , i t  i s  s im p ly  n o t  t r u e  t h a t  H u s s e r l  n e v e r  p r o v id e s  a  p ro c e d u re  f o r

a s c e r t a i n i n g  w h e th e r ,  i n  f a c t ,  a  t r u t h  i s  a  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h .

F o r  now here c an  one f i n d  a p o d i c t i c i t y  em ployed  i n  a  c o n te x t  
e x h ib i t i n g  th e  d e te r m in a t io n  o f  i t s  t e m p o r a l i t y  and  s e t t i n g  
f o r t h  t h e  c o n d i t io n s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  i t s  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o r  
an n u lm en t (R&E, p .  1 1 2 ) .

One f i n d s  i t  i n  Form al and T ra n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic .

We h a v e  an  answ er t o  o u r  seco n d  q u e s t i o n .  No, H u s s e r l  was n o t  

i n c o n s i s t e n t  i n  t h a t  h e  d id  n o t  abandon  a p o d i c t i c i t y .  T h u s , L e v in  i s  

m is ta k e n  (R&E, p . 1 0 6 ).

U n lik e  M ohanty , I  do n o t  t h in k  t h a t  t h e  n o t io n  o f  a p o d i c t i c i t y  

c an  b e  s im p ly  " d is c a r d e d "  (EP, p .  2 2 7 ) . We c a n  d i s c a r d  i t  a s  any  s o r t  o f  

c r i t e r i o n  f o r  t r u t h  o r  a s  a  p ro c e d u re  f o r  know ing i t .  H u s s e r l 's  a n a l y s i s  

i n  F o rm al and  T ra n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic  g iv e s  u s  t h e  c r i t e r i a  ( o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  

some o f  th e m ). C la im s %,o a p o d i c t i c  e v id e n c e  c a n  b e  d i s c a r d e d  a s  a  r e s p o n s e  

t o  o u r  e p is t e m o lo g ic a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  c a n n o t  b e  e l im in a te d  from  th e  

p r a c t i c e  o f  phenom enology . W hether t h e  n a iv e  c la im s  t h a t  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  

i s  a  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h  a r e  t r u e  i s  so m e th in g  t o  b e  d e te rm in e d  by  c r i t i c a l  

v e r i f i c a t i o n .  I f  a  c la im  t o  know a  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h  i s  f a l s e ,  i t s  f a l s e 

hood c a n  b e  d i s c l o s e d  i n  a rg u m en t and c o u n te ra rg u m e n t ( i d e a l l y  s p e a k in g ) .

My p o s i t i o n ,  t h e n ,  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  show t h a t  P i s
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n o t  a p o d i c t i c a l l y  e v id e n t  t o  S , w h e re a s  one  c a n n o t  show t h a t  P i s  

a p o d i c t i c a l l y  e v id e n t  t o  S . One c a n  show t h a t  P i s  n o t  a p o d i c t i c a l l y  

e v id e n t  t o  S s im p ly  by  p ro v in g  t h a t  P i s  n o t  a  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h .

A p o d ic t ic  e v id e n c e  i s  a  g u a ra n te e  o f  t r u t h ;  b u t  t h a t  i s  a  c o n c e p tu a l  

p o i n t  t h a t  h a s  n o th in g  t o  do w i th  o u r  e p i s t e m o lo g ic a l  s i t u a t i o n .  To 

s a y  t h a t  a p o d i c t i c  e v id e n c e  i s  a  g u a ra n te e  o f  t r u t h  i s  n o t  t o  s a y  

t h a t  i t  i s  a  c r i t e r i o n  o f  t r u t h ,  s in c e  a  c r i t e r i o n  l e t s  one know when 

so m e th in g  e l s e  ( i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  t r u t h )  i s  p r e s e n t .

The s h a rp  c r i t i c i s m s  o f  H u s s e r l  on a p o d i c t i c i t y ,  I  t h i n k ,  have  

i n  p a r t  r e s u l t e d  from  th e  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  H u s s e r l  w r i t e s  from  a  

s i n g l e  p o i n t  o f  v ie w  on  a p o d i c t i c i t y .  H en ce , some p h i lo s o p h e r s  h av e  

th o u g h t  t h a t  H u s s e r l  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  e i t h e r  no p ro c e d u r e s  f o r  

a s c e r t a i n i n g  t h e  t r u t h  o f  c la im s  t o  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h ,  o r  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  

no  n e e d  f o r  su c h  c r i t e r i a .  B u t t h a t  i s  n o t  H u s s e r l 's  p o s i t i o n  ( i n  FTL). 

H u s s e r l 's  p o s i t i o n  i s  t h a t  o n ly  a t  t h e  s e c o n d  l e v e l  a r e  e p is t e m o lo g ic a l  

c r i t e r i a  s p e c i f i e d .  T h e re  a r e  a t  l e a s t  two m odes o f  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l 

d i s c o u r s e ,  b o th  o f  w h ich  m u st b e  r e c o g n iz e d .  T h e se  two m odes o f  d i s 

c o u rs e  c o rre s p o n d  to  t h e  two l e v e l s  o f  r e f l e c t i o n .  H u s s e r l  p r a c t i c e s  

phenom enology when he s p e a k s  i n  th e  f i r s t  w ay, and  t a l k s  a b o u t t h a t  

p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  seco n d  way. (Of c o u r s e ,  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  phenom enology i s  

a l s o  d o in g  phenom eno logy .)

I  hope  t h a t  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  b e tw een  th e  two l e v e l s  o f  r e f l e c t i o n  

and  two m odes o f  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l d i s c o u r s e  h a v e  r e n d e r e d  i n t e l l i g i b l e  

my p a r a d o x ic a l  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  H u s s e r l 's  c la im s  t o  a p o d i c t i c  e v id e n c e  

a r e  and  a r e  n o t  s t r a ig h t f o r w a r d .

15 . 'E v id e n c e ' and 'E v id e n z '
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I  h a v e  ( fo l lo w in g  D o rio n  C a i r n s ' t r a n s l a t i o n )  u s e d  th e  E n g l is h  

word 'e v id e n c e ' a s  a  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  'E v i d e n z '.  B u t s i n c e  good r e a s o n s  

h a v e  b e e n  fo rw a rd e d  f o r  s a y in g  t h a t  su c h  a  r e n d e r in g  c a n  b e  m is le a d in g ,

I  p ro p o se  to  d i s c u s s  b r i e f l y  some o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  o b t a in  

be tw een  th e  tw o.

E v id e n z , f o r  H u s s e r l ,  i s  a  k in d  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  an  o b j e c t .  

I t  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s o r t  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  c a l l e d  

"E v id e n z "  t h a t  i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from  a l l  o t h e r  k in d s  o f  e x p e r ie n c e ,  

su ch  a s  s e e in g  and h e a r in g .  Q u i te  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  E v id e n z  i s  an  e x p e r 

i e n c e  w hereby an  o b j e c t i v i t y  i s  g iv e n  " i n  p e r s o n " .  Thus ( f o r  ex am p le) 

s e e in g  i s  E v id en z  w ith  r e s p e c t  t o  p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t s ,  w h e re a s  im a g in in g  

i s  n o t .  Now '  e v id e n c e ' i n  E n g l is h  h a s  a  b r o a d e r  m e a n in g . I n  a  c o u r t 

room a  p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t  ( s a y ,  a  r e v o lv e r )  i s  c a l l e d  " e v id e n c e " .  B ut 

s in c e  a  p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t  i s  n o t  a  k in d  o f  e x p e r ie n c e ,  i t  i s  n o t  E v id e n z .

' E v id e n z ' and  'e v i d e n c e ' ,  h o w ev er, do h a v e  many o f  th e  same 

c o n n o ta t io n s .  B oth  a r e  g ro u n d s  f o r  b e l i e f  and  s e r v e  a s  p r o o f  o f  some

t h i n g .  ' E v id e n z ' m eans t h e  same t h i n g ,  o r  n e a r l y  t h e  sam e t h i n g ,  a s  t h e  

E n g l is h  l o c u t io n  ' i n  e v i d e n c e ' ,  w hereby  th e  l a t t e r  we u n d e r s ta n d  ' i n  

a  s i t u a t i o n  t o  b e  r e a d i l y  s e e n ,  o r ,  p l a i n l y  v i s i b l e ' .  When I  sp o k e  o f  

p ro d u c in g  e v id e n c e  e a r l i e r ,  I  d id  n o t  l i t e r a l l y  m ean p ro d u c in g  e x p e r 

i e n c e s .  R a th e r ,  I  m ean t p u t t i n g  o t h e r s  i n  a  s i t u a t i o n  w hereby  th e  t r u t h  

o f  a  p r o p o s i t io n  c an  be  r e n d e r e d  e v id e n t .  To s a y  t h a t  e v id e n c e  ( a s  

j u s t i f i c a t i o n )  i s  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  i s  t o  s a y  t h a t  o t h e r s  c a n  h av e  t h e  

e v i d e n t i a l  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  t h e  r e l e v a n t  s t a t e s  o f  a f f a i r s .

S in c e  b o th  ' E v id e n z ' and  'e v id e n c e  f o r '  h a v e  th e  c o n n o ta t io n  

o f  g ro u n d s  f o r  b e l i e f ,  I  do n o t  c o n c u r w i th  D avid  H em m ind inger’ s  t h e s i s
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t h a t  t h e  tw o c an  n e v e r  b e  u s e d  i n  t h e  same c o n te x t .

E v id e n ce  i n  H u s s e r l ’ s  s e n s e  o f  t h e  w ord s h o u ld  n o t  b e  c o n fu se d  
w i th  e v id e n c e  f o r  some s t a t e - o f - a f f a i r s ;  t h e r e  i s  e v id e n c e  
f o r  so m e th in g  p r e c i s e l y  when th e  t h in g  i s  n o t  i t s e l f  p r e s e n t  
b u t  i s  s u g g e s te d  o r  i n d ic a te d  by  so m e th in g  e l s e ,  w h ich  m eans 
t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  e v id e n t  ("HCE&S", p . 8 2 ) .

H em m indinger i s  n o t  so  much m is ta k e n  a b o u t  E v id e n z  a s  he  i s  a b o u t

e v id e n c e  f o r .  G ra n te d  t h a t  ’ e v id e n c e  f o r ’ , i n  some c o n t e x t s ,  h a s  t h e

m ean ing  t h a t  H em m indinger p o i n t s  o u t .  B ut i t  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  i t

h a s  t h a t  c o n n o ta t io n  i n  e v e ry  c o n te x t ,  s i n c e  i t  i s  p e r m i s s i b l e  to  sa y

”My e v id e n c e  f o r  b e l i e v in g  t h a t  t h i s  h a n d k e r c h ie f  i s  w h i te  i s  t h a t  I

s e e  i t ” .

The c o n te x t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  e x p l i c i t  d i s c u s s i o n ,  o f  H u s s e r l ’ s  

u s e  o f  ’E v id e n z * p r i o r  to  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  i n  c o n ju n c t io n  w i th  t h i s  

d i g r e s s i o n ,  w ould s u f f i c e  to  r e n d e r  H u s s e r l ’ s  m ean ing  c l e a r .

1 6 . P h e n o m en o lo g ic a l and S c i e n t i f i c  T r u th

H u s s e r l  i d e n t i f i e s  phenom enology a s  a  s c i e n c e .  T h u s , s in c e  

H u s s e r l ’ s  a n a l y s i s  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h  i s  su p p o se d  t o  b e  t r u e  o f  an y  

s c ie n c e  w h a ts o e v e r ,  H u s s e r l  i s  c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  n o t io n s  o f  ’ e v id e n c e ’ 

and  ’ t r u t h ’ i n  phenom enology a s  w e l l  a s  i n  o t h e r  s c i e n c e s .  T h is  

co n fo rm s t o  H u s s e r l ’ s  b e l i e f  t h a t  i f  phenom enology  i s  g e n u in e ly  r a d i c a l ,  

i t  m ust " . . . a n s w e r  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  i t s  own p o s s i b i l i t y . . . "  (FTL, p .  268), 

T h is  in c lu d e s  a  c r i t i c a l  e x a m in a tio n  o f  t h e  b a s i c  c o n c e p t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

t h e  r e s u l t s ,  o f  phenom enology .

H ow ever, H u s s e r l  e v id e n t ly  d id  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e s i s  6 i s  

t r u e  o f  phenom enology .

What a b o u t t r u t h  and  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  l o g i c  t h e r e ,  w h e re  t r u e  b e in g
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i s  ’m e re ly  s u b j e c t i v e ’ ? T r u th ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  p r o v in c e  o f  th e  
m ost fu n d a m e n ta l— t h e  'p u r e l y  e g o l o g i c a l '— p h e n o m e n o lo g y .. . i s  no 
lo n g e r  ’ t r u t h  i n  i t s e l f  ’ i n  an y  n o rm a l s e n s e ,  n o t  ev en  i n  a  
s e n s e  t h a t  h a s  r e l a t i o n  to  a  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  'e v e r y o n e ' (FTL, p . 2 6 9 ) .

I t  i s  n o te w o rth y  t h a t  t h e  w ord 'e v e r y o n e ' a p p e a r s  i n  i n v e r t e d  commas;

f o r  i t  shows t h a t  H u s s e r l  i s  s a y in g  t h a t  t h e  n o t io n  o f  ' t r u t h '  i n

phenom enology h a s  no r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  s e n s e  ’ t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  e v e ry o n e  ' .

I  a g r e e  w i th  H u s s e r l  i n  t h in k i n g  t h a t  t o  i d e n t i f y  so m e th in g  a s

a  s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h  d o e s  n o t  com m it one  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  e x i s t e n c e  o f

o t h e r  s u b j e c t s .  I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  a rg u e d  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  my d i s c u s s io n

o f  t h e s i s  6 . H ow ever, H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  h e  i s  co m m itted

t o  t h e  p o s s i b l e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  b y  i d e n t i f y i n g  h i s  r e s u l t s

a s  s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h s .

T h u s , a t  t h i s  fu n d a m e n ta l  l e v e l ,  a  r e m a rk a b le  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l
d i s c i p l i n e  a r i s e s  a s  th e  i n t r i n s i c a l l y  f i r s t  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l
d i s c i p l i n e , one t h a t  i s  a c t u a l l y  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l - s o l i p s i s t i c :
w i th  e i d e t i c  t r u t h s ,  w i th  t h e o r i e s ,  t h a t  h o ld  good e x c lu s i v e l y
f o r  me, t h e  ego— t h a t  i s  to  s a y :  t r u t h s  an d  t h e o r i e s  t h a t  c an
r i g h t f u l l y  c la im  t o  h o ld  good 'o n c e  f o r  a l l ' ,  b u t  w i th o u t  r e l a t i o n
t o  a c t u a l  o r  p o s s i b l e  o t h e r  e g o s . And w i th  t h a t  d i s c i p l i n e
t h e r e  a l s o  a r i s e s ,  t h e n ,  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  a  s u b j e c t i v e  l o g i c
w i th  an  A p r i o r i  t h a t  can  h o ld  good o n ly  s o l i p s i s t i c a l l y  (FTL, p . 2 7 0 ) .

T h is  i s  a b s u rd .  B e fo re  show ing  j u s t  how i t  i s  a b s u r d ,  h o w ev er, I  s h o u ld  

p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  H u s s e r l  c o n t r a d i c t s  h im s e l f .  " E v e ry  ' s c i e n t i f i c  s t a t e 

m e n t ' h a s  t h i s  s e n s e  from  th e  s t a r t .  I t  i s  a l r e a d y  a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h i s  

'  e v e ry o n e  '  and s t a t e s  w ha t t h e  s u b s t r a t e - o b j e c t i v i t i e s  a r e  i n  t r u t h —  

a s  e v e ry o n e  c an  s e e "  (FTL, p p . 1 2 5 -1 2 6 , em phases m in e ) .  I f  phenom enology  

i s  a  s c ie n c e ,  th e n  H u s s e r l 's  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  s t a t e m e n ts  a r e  s c i e n t i f i c .  

"The w hole  o f  phenom enology i s  n o th in g  m ore th a n  s c i e n t i f i c  s e l f -  

e x a m in a tio n  on th e  p a r t  o f  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  s u b j e c t i v i t y . . . "  (FTL, p . 2 7 3 ) .  

T h u s , H u s s e r l 's  p o s i t i o n  i s  i n c o n s i s t e n t ;  f o r ,  (on  H u s s e r l 's  own g ro u n d s)
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t o  i d e n t i f y  one  s ta te m e n t  a s  s c i e n t i f i c  i s  t o  b e  co m m itted  t o  t h e  

p o s s i b l e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  who c a n  t e s t  o n e 's  s ta t e m e n ts  and  

s e e  t h a t  th e y  a r e  t r u e  (o r  f a l s e ) .  I n  o t h e r  w o rd s , t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  

'a n  open  p l u r a l i t y  o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s '  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  i m p l i c i t  s e n s e  o f  

' s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h '  an d  ' s c i e n t i f i c  e v i d e n c e ' .  'T h i s  i s  a  s c i e n t i f i c  

t r u t h '  im p l ie s  ' t h e r e  c a n  b e  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  who c a n  (1 ) h av e  a c c e s s  to  

t h e  e v id e n c e  o f  i t s  t r u t h ,  and  (2 )  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  s ta te m e n t  o f  t r u t h ' .

S in c e  t h i s  i s  s o ,  H u s s e r l 's  s ta t e m e n ts  a b o u t  t r u t h s  t h a t  h o ld  " o n ly  f o r  

me" a r e  a b s u r d .  • I  s h a l l  n o t  r e i t e r a t e  t h e  a rg u m e n ts  t h a t  I  fo rw a rd e d  

e a r l i e r .

T h ro u g h o u t H u s s e r l 's  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  

H u s s e r l  i s  i m p l i c i t l y  s a y in g  "Anyone c an  c o n s u l t  h i s  e x p e r ie n c e  and s e e  

t h a t  my a n a ly s e s  a r e  c o r r e c t " .  T h e r e f o r e ,  H u s s e r l  i s  m is ta k e n  when he  

s a y s  t h a t  phenom enology d o e s  n o t  p r e s u p p o s e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o th e r  

e g o s  (CM, p .  7 2 ) .  D av id  C a r r 's  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  'd i f f e r e n t  e g o s ' 

and ' o t h e r  e g o s ' w i l l  n o t  s a v e  H u s s e r l  h e r e  (PPH, p .  8 8 ) .  F o r  H u s s e r l  

i s  co m m itted  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a n  open  p l u r a l i t y  o f  s u b j e c t s  to  

whom h i s  r e s u l t s  (and  th e  e v id e n c e  f o r  them ) a r e  a c c e s s i b l e .  T h a t i s  

a l r e a d y  t o  c o n c e iv e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  s u b j e c t s  a s  p o s s i b l e  i n t e n d e r s  o f  my 

r e s u l t s ,  t h e  e v id e n c e  f o r  th em , and o f  me. I n  s h o r t ,  H u s s e r l  i s  com m itted  

t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o th e r  s u b j e c t s  i n  t h e  s e n s e  e x p l i c a t e d  by  C a r r .

( I  s h o u ld  n o te  t h a t  C a r r  d raw s t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  make a  

d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t ,  th o u g h  t h e  f o l lo w in g  a rg u m e n t d o e s  c o u n t  a g a i n s t  

C a r r 's  d e fe n s e  o f  H u s s e r l 's  b e l i e f  t h a t  h e  d o e s  n o t  p re s u p p o s e  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o t h e r  e g o s . )

B u t i s  i t  t r u e  t h a t  t o  i d e n t i f y  o n e 's  r e s u l t s  a s  s c i e n t i f i c ,  i s  t o
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b e  com m itted  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  c a n  in te n d  me? L e t 

u s  r e c a l l  t h a t  a  d i f f e r e n t  .ego i s  a n  ego t h a t  i s  n u m e r ic a l ly  d i s t i n c t  

from  me an d  y e t  i s  t h e  same i n  k in d  (PPH, p .  8 8 ) .  S om eth ing  m ore m ust 

b e  t r u e  f o r  a n  ego to  c o u n t a s  a n  o t h e r  e g o . An o t h e r  ego  s ta n d s  i n  

i n t e n t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  m e. T h a t i s ,  e i t h e r  I  am in te n d e d  ( o r  

i n t e n d a b le )  by  h im , o r  h e  i s  in te n d e d  ( o r  i n t e n d a b le  by  m e ) . Now, 

t h e  q u e s t io n  i s  " I s  H u s s e r l ,  by  i d e n t i f y i n g  phenom enology a s  a  s c ie n c e ,  

co m m itted  t o  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a n  open  p l u r a l i t y  o f  e g o s  who c a n  in te n d  

h im ? " . I f  s o ,  th e n  h e ,  q u a  s c i e n t i s t ,  i s  co m m itted  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

o f  o th e r  e g o s .

I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  shown t h a t  H u s s e r l  i s  i m p l i c i t l y  co m m itted  to  

t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d i f f e r e n t  e g o s  who c a n  i n te n d  h i s  r e s u l t s .  B ut H u s s e r l  

i s  l ik e w i s e  com m itted  to  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  f o r  whom 

o b j e c t s  and  s e n s e s  " a r e  t h e r e " — i n  s h o r t ,  h i s  own c o n s c io u s n e s s .  Now, 

i f  H u s s e r l 's  c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  a  b e a r e r  o f  th e  s e n s e  'e x i s t e n c e ' ,  t h e n ,  

s in c e  any  s e n s e  i s  i n te n d a b le  by  a n  open  p l u r a l i t y  o f  s u b j e c t s ,  H u s s e r l  

i s  i m p l i c i t l y  com m itted  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  d i f f e r e n t  s u b j e c t s  f o r  

whom h e  (H u s s e r l  o r ,  m ore p r e c i s e l y ,  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  s u b je c t  who i s  

p h i lo s o p h iz in g )  e x i s t s .  H ence , H u s s e r l  m u st c o n c e iv e  o f  ego  and p o s s ib l e  

a l t e r  eg o s  i n  i n t e n t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n  from  t h e  o u t s e t  o f  h i s  i n q u i r y .  As 

t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  s u b j e c t ,  I  am f o r  p o s s i b l e  o t h e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  s u b j e c t s .

I n  s h o r t ,  H u s s e r l  ( l i k e  any  p h e n o m e n o lo g is t)  t a c i t l y  p re s u p p o s e s  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r  e g o s . H u s s e r l  e v e n tu a l l y  r e c o g n iz 

ed  t h i s  p o i n t .  "Now e v e r y th in g  becom es c o m p lic a te d  a s  so o n  a s  we con

s i d e r  t h a t  s u b j e c t i v i t y  i s  w hat i t  i s — a n  ego  f u n c t io n in g  c o n s t i t u t i v e l y  

— o n ly  w i t h in  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y "  (CES, p .  1 7 2 ) .
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S u r p r i s in g ly  enough , t h i s  i s  H u s s e r l 's  p o s i t i o n  i n  F o rm al and

T ra n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic , t o o .

L ik e w ise  a s  a  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  e g o . . . 1 f i n d  m y s e lf  d e te rm in e d  from  th e  
o u t s i d e —now, how ever, n o t  a s  a  s p a t io - t e m p o r a l  r e a l i t y  d e te rm in e d  
by  an  e x t e r n a l  r e a l i t y .  What do ' e x t e r n a l  to  m e' and  'b e in g  
d e te rm in e d  by so m e th in g  e x t e r n a l ’ s i g n i f y  now? I t  i s  o b v io u s  t h a t ,  
t r a n s c e n d e n t a l l y  s p e a k in g , I  can  b e  c o n d i t io n e d  b y  so m e th in g  
' e x t e r n a l ' ,  by  so m e th in g  t h a t  g o e s  beyond  my s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  
ow nness, o n ly  i f  i t  h a s  th e  s e n s e ,  ' som eone e l s e ' , a n d , i n  a  
th o ro u g h ly  u n d e r s ta n d a b le  m an n er, g a in s  and  l e g i t i m a t e s  i n  me 
i t s  a c c e p ta n c e  a s  b e in g  a n o th e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  e g o . S t a r t i n g  
from  h e r e ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  and th e  s e n s e ,  n o t  o n ly  o f  a  p l u r a l i t y  
o f  c o - e x i s t i n g  a b s o lu t e  s u b je c t s  ( ’m o n a d s ') ,  b u t  a l s o  o f  s u b je c t s  
who a f f e c t  one a n o th e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l l y  a n d , i n  c o - o p e r a t i v e  a c t s ,  
c o n s t i t u t e  c o m m u n ity -p ro d u c ts  a s  t h e i r  w o rk s , becom es c l e a r  
(FTL, p . 27 6 , f i r s t  two em phases m in e ) .

T h u s , th e  " i n t r i n s i c a l l y  f i r s t  s t a g e  o f  phenom enology*  i s  n o t

t o  b e  d e s c r ib e d  a s  H u s s e r l  d o e s  i n  many w orks ( i . e . ,  a s  a  s o l i p s i s t i c

s t a g e ) .  F o r phenom enology i s  n e v e r  s o l i p s i s t i c  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  i t

p re s u p p o s e s  n e i t h e r  t h e  a c t u a l  n o r  p o s s i b l e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o th e r  e g o s ,

a l th o u g h  I  am w i l l i n g  t o  g r a n t  t h a t  i t  i s  s o l i p s i s t i c  i n  t h e  m ore u s u a l

s e n s e ,  i n  t h a t  i t  d o e s  n o t  p o s i t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s .  The

c o n c e p t 'b e in g  a c c e s s ib l e  to  an  open  p l u r a l i t y  o f  o t h e r . s u b j e c t s '  i s

in c lu d e d  i n  t h e  m ean ing  o f  ' s c i e n t i f i c  r e s u l t s  o f  p h e n o m e n o lo g y '. S o ,

t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  o f  phenom enology i s  one w h ere  one  h a s  n o t  c l a r i f i e d

t h e  s e n s e  'o p e n  p l u r a l i t y  o f  o th e r  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s ' ;  i t  i s  n o t  a

s ta g e  w here  H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t  make u s e  o f  t h a t  c o n c e p t .

A nd, i n  t h e  same m an n e r, p o s i t i v e  s c i e n c e ,  a s  a c h ie v e d  by l a b o r s  
i n  common, becom es u n d e rs to o d — and u l t i m a t e l y  phenom eno logy , a s  
h a v in g  a l s o  been  a c h ie v e d  by  su c h  l a b o r s ,  a  phenom enology t h a t  
f i n a l l y  u n d e r s ta n d s  i t s e l f  a s  a  r e f l e c t i v e  f u n c t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  
i n  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  (FTL, p . 2 7 5 , e m p h asis  m in e ) .

H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t  c h a l le n g e  my c o n te n t io n  t h a t  t h e s e s  2 th ro u g h  5 

a p p ly  t o  phenom enology. Of c o u r s e ,  H u s s e r l  f r e q u e n t l y  s p e a k s  o f
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e v id e n c e  and  t r u t h  i n  phenom enology i n  t h e  same te rm s  t h a t  I  h a v e  u se d  

t o  t a l k  a b o u t s c i e n t i f i c  e v id e n c e  and  t r u t h .  F o r  ex a m p le , I  p o in te d  o u t

t h a t  e v e ry  s c i e n t i s t  n e c e s s a r i l y  p r e s u p p o s e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  some f a c t

o f  t h e  m a t te r  to  b e  a s c e r t a i n e d  by  t h e  i n q u i r y .  P ro v id e d  t h a t  one 

u n d e r s ta n d s  th e  p h r a s e  ’ f a c t  o f  t h e  m a t t e r ’ i n  t h e  b ro a d  s e n s e  i n  w h ic h  

i t  w as in te n d e d ,  t h i s  i s  t r u e  o f  phenom eno logy . E a r ly  i n  F orm al and 

T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic  H u s s e r l  d e s c r i b e s  phenom eno logy  a s  ’’r a d i c a l  

s e n s e - i n v e s t i g a t i o n " , a s  t h e  a t te m p t  to  c o n v e r t  t h e  u n c l e a r ,  i n t e n t i v e  

s e n s e  i n t o  a  c l e a r  and  f u l f i l l e d  one  (FTL, p .  9 ) .  F o r  H u s s e r l ,  th e n ,  

t h e r e  a r e  some c l e a r  t r u t h s  a b o u t  s e n s e s  w h ic h  a r e  t o  b e  " d is c o v e re d "  

by  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l a n a l y s i s .  T h u s , H u s s e r l  m akes u s e  o f  th e  c o n c e p t 

’ t r u e  b e in g ’ o r  ’ a c t u a l i t y ’ i n  h i s  p h i lo s o p h y .  T h u s , t h e s e s  2 and  4 

a r e  t r u e  o f  phenom enology.

A g a in , r a d i c a l  s e n s e - i n v e s t i g a t i o n  (o r  phenom enology) in c lu d e s

th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  e v id e n c e .

A f t e r  th e  l i v i n g  e v id e n c e  o f  c l a r i t y  h a s  p a s s e d ,  th e  e f f e c t  t h i s
e v id e n c e  p ro d u ce d  i n  t h e  r e a lm  o f  h a b i t  p e r s i s t s ,  a lo n g  w i th  th e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  w h ich  a t  f i r s t  i s  em pty b u t  c o n ta i n s ,  
i n  empty fo rm , t h e  d e te r m in a te  s e n s e - p r e d e l i n e a t i o n .  T h is  
p r e d e l in e a t i o n  b r in g s  w i th  i t ,  t h e n ,  t h e  c e r t a i n t y  o f  p o s s ib l e  c l e a r  
r e s t o r a t i o n ,  a s  re n e w a l o f  t h e  e v id e n c e  (FTL, p . 1 0 , em p h a s is  m in e ) .

A nd, o f  c o u r s e ,  phenom enology in c lu d e s  c r i t i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n ;  s p e c i f i c a l l y .

I t  i n c lu d e s  p ro c e d u re s  f o r  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  b e tw e en  g e n u in e  and  d e c e p t iv e

e v id e n c e .

. .  .O r i g i n a l . s e n s e - i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s i g n i f i e s  a  c o m b in a tio n  o f  
d e te rm in in g  m ore p r e c i s e l y  th e  v ag u e  i n d e t e r m in a t e  p r e d e l i n e a t i o n ,  
d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  th e  p r e j u d i c e s  t h a t  d e r i v e  from  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  
o v e r la p p in g s ,  and c a n c e l l i n g  th o s e  p r e j u d i c e s  t h a t  c o n f l i c t  w ith  
t h e  c l e a r  s e n s e - f u l f i l l m e n t . . . i n  a  w o rd , th e n ;  c r i t i c a l  
d i s c r im in a t io n  b e tw een  th e  g e n u in e  and  t h e  s p u r io u s  (FTL, p .  1 0 ) .

T h e s is  5 , i n  a  w o rd , o b t a in s  i n  phenom enology .
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C o n tra ry  to  some o f  H u s s e r l 's  s t a t e m e n t s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  c o n c e p ts  

' t r u t h '  and  'e v id e n c e ' a r e  t h e  sam e i n  phenom eno logy  a s  i n  t h e  o th e r  

s c ie n c e s .

1 7 . C o n c lu s io n :  Phenom enology an d  E p is te m o lo g y

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  H u s s e r l 's  phenom eno logy  o f  e v id e n c e  an d  t r u t h  i s  

a  p a r t i a l  e p i s t e m o lo g ic a l  a n a l y s i s .  T h a t i s ,  I  t h i n k  t h a t  H u s s e r l  

c l a r i f i e s  a  num ber o f  a  p r i o r i  t r u t h s  a b o u t  t h e  m e a n in g s  o f  ' e v id e n c e ' 

and  ' s c i e n t i f i c  . t r u t h '  t h a t  am ount t o  c r i t e r i a  ( o r  c o n d i t io n s  o f  th e  

p o s s i b i l i t y )  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  k n o w led g e . T h is  may seem  t o  c o n f l i c t  w i th  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  H u s s e r l 's  a n a l y s i s  i s  w i t h in  t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  

a t t i t u d e ,  w here  e v e ry  o b j e c t  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  t r e a t e d  a s  phenom enon 

o f  b e in g ,  r a t h e r  th a n  so m e th in g  t h a t  i s .  I f  o n e  s e t s  a s i d e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  

r e f e r e n c e ,  p r e f e r r i n g  t o  d e s c r i b e  and  a n a ly z e  phenom ena i n  o r d e r  t o  

e lu d i c a t e  m e a n in g s , th e n  i s n ' t  on e  a n a ly z in g  o n ly , o n e 's  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  

e v id e n c e  and  t r u t h ,  r a t h e r  th a n  d o in g  a n  e p i s t e m o l o g ic a l  a n a ly s i s ?

I  do n o t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  any  s u c h  d ilem m a. I n  t h e  f i r s t  

p l a c e ,  H u s s e r l  r e j e c t s  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  "ax io m  o f  r e f e r e n c e " ,  a c c o r d in g  to  

w h ich  one  c a n n o t r e f e r  t o  w ha t d o e s  n o t  e x i s t .  F o r  H u s s e r l ,  t h e r e  i s  

c o n s c io u s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  an y  s o r t  o f  o b j e c t ,  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  i t s  o n to 

l o g i c a l  s t a t u s .  I  c a n , f o r  e x a m p le , t h i n k  o f  a  ro u n d  s q u a re  o r  a n

u n ic o r n ,  j u s t  a s  I  c an  t h in k  o f  t h i s  s h e e t  o f  p a p e r .  I t  i s  n o t  a s  i f  

H u s s e r l 's  a n a ly s e s  o f  n o em ata  w ere  s u n d e re d  from  a n a ly s e s  o f  t h e  ( i n 

t e n t i o n a l )  r e f e r e n t s  o f  th o s e  m e a n in g s . I n  f a c t ,  H u s s e r l  f r e q u e n t l y  

e l u d i c a t e s  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w h ich  o b t a i n  b e tw e en  a c t s ,  n o e m a ta , and  

in te n d e d  o b j e c t s  ( c o n s c io u s  r e f e r e n t s ) .  T h is  i s  n o t  t o  d eny  t h e  f a c t  t h a t
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o b j e c t s  s i m p l i c i t e r  a r e ,  w i th  a  c h an g e  o f  a t t i t u d e ,  th e m s e lv e s  p u t  

i n  I n v e r t e d  commas i n  o r d e r  t o  c l a r i f y  t h o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .

I  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  f o l lo w in g  p a s s a g e  i l l u s t r a t e s  my p o i n t :

. . .A n y  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  o b j e c t i v i t y  ( f o r  ex am p le : 
a n  O b je c t  b e lo n g in g  t o  N a tu re )  p o i n t s  b a c k , a c c o r d in g  t o  i t s  
e s s e n t i a l  s o r t  ( f o r  ex am p le : p h y s ic a l  t h in g  i n  s p e c ie )  t o  a
c o r r e l a t i v e  e s s e n t i a l  fo rm  o f  m a n i f o ld ,  a c t u a l  and p o s s i b l e ,  
i n t e n t i o n a l i t y  ( i n  p u r  e x a m p le , a n  i n f i n i t e  i n t e n t i o n a l i t y ) , 
w h ich  i s  c o n s t i t u t i v e  f o r  t h a t  o b j e c t i v i t y  (FTL, p . 2 4 6 ) .

F o r  a n y  c o n s c io u s  r e f e r e n t  w h a ts o e v e r ,  i n  o t h e r  w o rd s , t h e r e  a r e

c e r t a i n  a  p r i o r i  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h s  a b o u t  how i t  i s  and  c a n  b e  e x p e r ie n c e d ,

w h ic h  c an  b e  u n c o v e re d  by  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  a n a l y s i s .  B ut t o  e l u c i d a t e

a  p r i o r i  t r u t h s  a b o u t  how an  o b j e c t  c an  b e  e x p e r ie n c e d  i s  t o  c l a r i f y

t h e  e v id e n c e ^  o f  a n  o b j e c t  a n d , t h e r e b y ,  t o  show how we c an  h a v e

s c i e n t i f i c  know ledge  o f  a  t r u t h  a b o u t  su c h  a n  o b j e c t .

I t  c o u ld  b e  o b je c te d  t h a t  when H u s s e r l  s p e a k s  o f . e v id e n c e ^ , h e  

i s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  phenom enon o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  t h e  o b j e c t  a s  

" t h e r e  i n  p e r s o n " .  H ence , no c r i t e r i o n  f o r  know ledge  i s  p r o v id e d ,  

s i n c e  H u s s e r l  i s  s p e a k in g  o f  t h e  phenom enon o f  k n o w led g e . I  t h in k  

h o w ev er, t h a t  we d raw  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e en  ' t h e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  

k n o w led g e ' and  'g e n u in e  k n o w led g e ’ on  th e  b a s i s  o f  phenom ena.

A c c o rd in g ly , I  t h in k  t h a t  a s  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  t h e  o b j e c t  

i n  q u e s t io n  p r o c e e d s ,  we o b t a i n  e p is t e m o lo g ic a l  c r i t e r i a  fro m  

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l a n a ly s e s .

C o n s id e r  a  s im p le  k in d  o f  e x a m p le , s a y  a  s i n g u l a r  p r o p o s i t i o n  

a b o u t  a  p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t .  Now, i t  i s  an  a  p r i o r i  t r u t h  t h a t  a n y  p h y s ic a l  

o b j e c t  can  b e  g iv e n  i n  p e r c e p t i o n ,  memory, t h i n k i n g ,  and  im a g in a t io n .  

L ik e w is e , t h e  sam e p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t  c a n  b e  e x p e r ie n c e d  r e p e a t e d l y



172

( in d e e d ,  a n  i n f i n i t e  num ber o f  t im e s ,  p ro v id e d  t h a t  o n e  i n t r o d u c e s  

c o u n t e r f a c t u a l s )  i n  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  m odes o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  A n o th e r  ^  

p r i o r i  t r u t h  t h a t  c an  b e  e x t r a c t e d  b y  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  'p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t '  

i s  t h a t  p e r c e p t io n  i s  t h e  mode o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  i n  w h ic h  p h y s ic a l  

o b j e c t s  a r e  e x p e r ie n c e d  " i n  p e r s o n ” . T h u s , p e r c e p t i o n  i s  e v id e n c e  o f  

t h e  t r u t h  o f  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  a b o u t  a  p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t ,  w h e re a s  t h e  o t h e r  

m odes a r e  n o t .  I  do  n o t  p o s s e s s  e v id e n c e  o f  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  'T h i s  

p e n  i s  b l a c k ' by  im a g in in g  o r  t h in k in g  o f  a  b l a c k  p e n , th o u g h  I  do when I  

s e e  i t  a n d /o r  to u c h  i t  (tw o w ays o f  p e r c e i v i n g ) .

A lre a d y  we h a v e  a  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  k n o w led g e  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  y i e ld e d  

b y  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l a n a l y s i s .  I f  S knows t h a t  t h i s  p e n  i s  b l a c k ,  th a n  

S e i t h e ç  s e e s  (o r  saw ) a n d /o r  i s  to u c h in g  ( o r  to u c h e d )  t h e  p e n . ( I  

am p resu m in g  t h a t  S d o e s n ' t  know b y  h e a r s a y ) .  F a i l i n g  t h a t ,  S s im p ly  

-d o e s  n o t  know. T h u s , b y  ex a m in in g  an  i n s t a n t i a t i o n  o f  H u s s e r l 's  

e i d e t i c  t r u t h s ,  we h a v e  u n c o v e re d  a n  e p i s t e m o l o g ic a l  c r i t e r i o n .  B ut 

t h e r e  a r e  m o re . S m u st b e  a b l e  t o  s e e  an d  to u c h  t h e  p e n  a g a in  (p re 

su m in g , o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  i t  h a s n ' t  b e e n  d e s t r o y e d ) ,  s i n c e  i t  i s  an  a_ 

p r i o r i  t r u t h  t h a t  s u c h  e v id e n c e  i s  r e p e a t a b l e .  S i m i l a r l y ,  S m u st h av e  

b e e n  a b l e  t o  s e e  and  to u c h  t h e  p en  on  o c c a s io n s  w hen h e  d id  n o t  i n  f a c t  

( in t r o d u c in g  c e r t a i n  c o u n t e r f a c t u a l  c o n d i t io n s  h e r e ) ,  s i n c e  p a r t  o f  

w h a t we mean b y  'p e n '  i s  ' t r a n s c e n d in g ^  my c o n s c i o u s n e s s ' .  The same 

h o ld s  f o r  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s ,  s in c e  p e n s  a r e  c o n s t i t u t e d  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e l y .

I f  S knows t h a t  t h i s  p e n  i s  b l a c k ,  th e n  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  an  open  

p l u r a l i t y  o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  c a n  s e e  i t ,  t o o .  I f  a n y  o f  t h e s e  c o n d i t io n s  

do  n o t  o b t a i n ,  th e n  S d o e s  n o t  know t h a t  t h i s  p en  i s  b l a c k .  H en ce , we 

o b t a i n  e p is t e m o lo g ic a l  c r i t e r i a  from  H u s s e r l 's  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  a n a ly s e s
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o f  t h e  s e n s e s  'e v id e n c e ' and  ' s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h ' .  S in c e  I  c r i t i c i z e d

D avid  L e v i n 's  p o s i t i o n  e a r l i e r ,  i t  i s  f i t t i n g  t h a t  I  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t

h e  and I  a g r e e  th o ro u g h ly  on  t h i s  m a t t e r .

As s u c h , i t s  [phenom eno logy ' ^  s p e c i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  o n to lo g y  
w ould s a y  " e p is te m o lo g y '^  l i e s  i n  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  w o rks  o u t  

a  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a lly  g ro unded  l o g i c  o f  e v id e n c e  f o r  e v e ry  e s s e n t i a l l y  
d i f f e r e n t  k in d  o f  o b j e c t  and th u s  a  l o g i c  o f  e v id e n c e  f o r  e v e ry  
p a r t i c u l a r  o b j e c t  a s  a n  o b je c t  o f  a  c e r t a i n  k in d .  I n  so  d o in g ,  i t  
m akes p o s s i b l e  many f u r t h e r  d e te r m in a t io n s  and  c l a r i f i c a t i o n s  o f  
o u r  n o e m a tic  S in n e  a n d , a  f o r t i o r i , many f u r t h e r  d e te r m in a t io n s  o f  
t h e  (k in d  o f )  o b j e c t  i t s e l f .  F o r o b v io u s ly ,  an  e i d e t i c  u n d e r
s ta n d in g  o f  th e  n a tu r e  and  l i m i t s  o f  e v id e n c e ,  w i th  r e g a r d  to  
some (k in d  o f )  o b j e c t ,  p r o v id e s  p r e c i s e  r u l e s  o f  v e r i f i c a t i o n —  
t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  r u l e s  o f  i n t e n t i o n a l  ' f u l f i l l m e n t ' ,  t o  u s e  
H u s s e r l 's  own p r e f e r r e d  te rm in o lo g y  (FPU, p .  64 ; s e e  a l s o  p p .
6 5 -6 8 ) .

I  c o n s id e r  e a c h  o f  t h e  a  p r i o r i  t r u t h s  a b o u t e v i d e n t i a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s  

o f  t h e  o b j e c t  i n  q u e s t io n  a s  n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t io n s  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  

know ledge. I  s to p  s h o r t ,  how ev er, o f  s a y in g  t h a t  an  i d e a l l y  c o m p le te  

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l a n a l y s i s  w i l l  p ro v id e  s u f f i c i e n t  c o n d i t io n s  f o r  

s c i e n t i f i c  k n o w led g e . I t  seem s p o s s ib l e  t h a t  some c r i t e r i a  f o r  

know ledge o f  so m e th in g  a r e  c o n t in g e n t ;  c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l 

a n a ly s e s  w i l l  n o t  y i e l d  them , i n s o f a r  a s  phenom enology i s  an  e i d e t i c  

s c ie n c e .

We w an t a n sw e rs  to  t r a d i t i o n a l  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  p ro b le m s  t o  i s s u e  

from  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l a n a ly s e s .  We w an t a n s w e rs  t o  su c h  q u e s t io n s  

a s  "What i s  k n o w led g e?" . I  have  a rg u e d  t h a t  H u s s e r l  p r o v id e s  u s  w i th  

a  p a r t i a l  an sw er t o  t h e  q u e s t io n .  By c a r e f u l l y  a n a ly z in g  th e  way 

th in g s  a p p e a r  when we ta k e  o u r s e lv e s  t o  know s o m e th in g , H u s s e r l  h a s  

made some i l l u m i n a t i n g  o b s e r v a t io n s  a b o u t o u r  c o n c e p t o f  j u s t i f i c a t i o n .
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CHAPTER IV

NOTES

1 . T h is  i s  n o t  t o  s a y , o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no  good g ro u n d s  
f o r  c i t i n g  p a s s a g e s  from  C a r te s i a n  M e d i ta t io n s  i n  o r d e r  to  i n t e r p r e t  
H u s s e r l 's  p o s i t i o n  i n  Form al and  T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic . H ere  i s  an  
a rg u m en t t h a t  B a c h e la rd  c o u ld  h a v e  o f f e r e d :  I n  th e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,
H u s s e r l  w ro te  t h e  two books a t  a p p ro x im a te ly  t h e  same t im e .  S e c o n d ly , 
H u s s e r l  i n v i t e s  u s  to  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  two w orks a s  a  u n i f i e d  p o s i t i o n .
I n  a  l e t t e r  to  A ron G u rw itsc h , d a te d  15 A p r i l  1932 , H u s s e r l  w r i t e s :
" I  w ould  l i k e  v e ry  much i f  you  c o u ld  re v ie w  F o rm a l and  T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  
L o g ic . Have you s tu d i e d  t h i s  w ork i n  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  C a r t e s i a n - 
M e d i ta t io n s ?" (LWC, p .  x v ) .



CHAPTER V

HDSSERL'S PROBLEM OF INTERSTJBJECTIVITY 

1 . S c ie n c e  an d  I n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y

We h a v e  a l r e a d y  s e e n  how c l a r i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o n c e p ts  o f  

s c ie n c e  and  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t  h a v e  l e d ,  i n e v i t a b l y ,  t o  a  d i s 

c u s s io n  o f  th e  c o n c e p t o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y .  The m ea n in g s  o f  s e n te n c e s  

c a n  b e  u n d e rs to o d  by  a n y o n e , j u s t  a s  t h e  so u n d s  o r  w r i t t e n  w o rd s  b y  w h ich  

th o s e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  a r e  e x p re s s e d  c an  b e  h e a rd  o r  s e e n  b y  a n y o n e , c e r t a i n  

c o n d i t io n s  o b ta in in g  ( su c h  a s  n o t  b e in g  b l i n d  o r  d e a f ) . U n d e rs ta n d in g  

t h e  m ean in g s  o f  s e n te n c e s  i s  t h e  m eans by  w h ic h  o n e  c a n  know t h a t  t o  

w h ich  a  s p e a k e r  (o r  w r i t e r )  r e f e r s .  T hose  r e f e r e n t s ,  l i k e w i s e ,  a r e  

a c c e s s i b l e  to  a n y o n e . T h ese  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  

b e tw een  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s  and  a l l  o t h e r  p r o p o s i t i o n s .  T h is  i s  a  

u n iq u e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  and  s h o u ld  

b e  c o n t r a s te d  w i th  o t h e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  I t  s h o u ld  b e  show n, f u r t h e r ,  

how my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  j u s t i f i e d  by  t h e  t e x t  o f  C a r te s i a n  M e d i t a t i o n s .

I  s h a l l  d e v o te  t h i s  c h a p te r  t o  th o s e  t a s k s .

2 .  Two M i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  P ro b lem

Many o f  th e  co m m en ta to rs  on H u s s e r l ’ s  f i f t h  m e d i t a t i o n  h a v e  n o t  

p a id  s u f f i c i e n t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  th e  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  p ro b le m  t h a t  H u s s e r l
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a d d r e s s e s  t h e r e . ^  I n  som e c a s e s ,  t h i s  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s

o r  u n j u s t  c r i t i c i s m s .  F o r  t h e  m o st p a r t ,  t h e r e  a r e  o n ly  v e r y  b r i e f

an d  in c o m p le te  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  H u s s e r l 's  p r o b la a .  U n f o r tu n a t e ly ,  o n e

c a n n o t  u n d e r s ta n d  H u s s e r l ’ s  d e s c r i p t i o n s  and  a n a ly s e s  f u l l y  u n l e s s  one

h a s  a  c l e a r  c o m p re h en s io n  o f  w h a t H u s s e r l  t a k e s  h im s e l f  t o  b e  d o in g

i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  T h e re  i s  a  n e e d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  f o r  a  c a r e f u l  a n a l y s i s

and  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  some a s p e c t s  o f  H u s s e r l ’ s  p ro b le m  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y
2

an d  a  r e s p o n s e  t o  some o f  h i s  c r i t i c s .

T h is  p a p e r  w i l l  o pen  w i th  a  s k e tc h  o f  two f o r m u la t io n s  o f  t h e  

same m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  H u s s e r l ’ s  p ro b le m . I  s h a l l  i d e n t i f y  a  c o u p le  

o f  c o m m en ta to rs  who s u b s c r ib e  t o  some fo rm  o f  t h i s  m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

an d  c r i t i c i z e  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s .  T hen I  s h a l l  e x p la i n  some a s p e c t s  o f  

H u s s e r l ’ s  p ro b le m  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  r e s p o n d in g  t o  a  few  co m m e n ta to rs  

i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  e x p la n a t io n .

The f i r s t  f o r m u la t io n  m ig h t  r e s u l t  from  a  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f

p a ra g r a p h  42 o f  C a r t e s i a n  M e d i t a t i o n s , e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h a t

p a r a g r a p h .  The t i t l e  i s  " E x p o s i t io n  o f  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  e x p e r ie n c in g

som eone e l s e ,  i n  r e j o i n d e r  t o  t h e  o b j e c t i o n  t h a t  phenom eno logy  e n t a i l s

s o l ip s i s m "  (CM, p .  8 9 ) .  The im p r e s s io n  t h a t  H u s s e r l  p r o p o s e s  t o  r e f u t e

s o l ip s i s m  i s  r e i n f o r c e d  by  th e  i n t e r l o c u t o r ’ s  o b j e c t i o n .

When I ,  t h e  m e d i t a t in g  e g o , r e d u c e  m y s e l f  t o  my a b s o lu t e  
t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  ego by  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  e p o c h e , do  I  n o t  becom e 
s o lu s  i p s e ; an d  do I  n o t  re m a in  t h a t ,  a s  lo n g  a s  I  c a r r y  on  a  
c o n s i s t e n t  s e l f - e x p l i c a t i o n  u n d e r  th e  name phenom enology? S hou ld  
n o t  a  phenom enology t h a t  p ro p o s e d  to  s o lv e  t h e  p ro b le m s  o f  
O b je c t iv e  b e i n g . . . b e  b ra n d e d  t h e r e f o r e  a s  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  s o l ip s i s m ?  
(CM, p .  8 9 ) .

By th e m s e lv e s ,  h o w e v e r, t h e s e  p a s s a g e s  do n o t  d i r e c t l y  g iv e  on e  

t h e  im p r e s s io n  t h a t  H u s s e r l  p r o p o s e s  t o  r e f u t e  s o l i p s i s m .  A l l  t h a t  one
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may c o n c lu d e  from  t h e  p a s s a g e s  i s  t h a t  H u s s e r l  p l a n s  t o  show t h a t

phenom enology d o e s  n o t  e n t a i l  s o l i p s i s m .  One d o e s  n o t  n e e d  t o  p ro v e

t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o th e r  m inds to  a c c o m p lis h  t h a t  e n d . H ow ever, th e

r e a d e r  i s  p r e p a r e d  to  i n t e r p r e t  H u s s e r l ’ s  p ro b le m  a s  t h e  p ro b le m  o f

o th e r  m in d s . F o r i n  th e  se co n d  m e d i t a t io n  H u s s e r l  w r i t e s

And y e t  i t  i s  q u i t e  im p o s s ib le  t o  f o r e s e e  how, f o r  me i n  t h e  
a t t i t u d e  o f  r e d u c t io n ,  o t h e r  e g o s— n o t  a s  m ere  w o r ld ly  
phenom ena b u t  a s  o th e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  e g o s — c a n  becom e 
p o s i t a b l e  a s  e x i s t i n g  and  th u s  becom e e q u a l l y  l e g i t i m a t e  
th em es o f  a  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l e g o lo g y  (CM, p .  3 0 , e m p h a s is  m in e ) .

So th e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  w h ich  I  b e l i e v e  i s  m is ta k e n  i s  n o t  e n t i r e l y

w ith o u t  j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  Some r e f e r e n c e s  seem  t o  c o u n t i n  i t s  f a v o r .

A ssum ing f o r  th e  t im e  b e in g  t h a t  i t  i s  c o r r e c t ,  we may a s k  "W hat i s

th e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  H u s s e r l  p la n s  t o  r e f u t e ? "

T h e re  a r e  two v a r i e t i e s  o f  s o l i p s i s m ,  one  w h ic h  e x p r e s s e s  a  

m e ta p h y s ic a l  t h e s i s ;  t h e  o t h e r  i s  a n  e p i s t e m o lo g ic a l  o n e . M e ta p h y s ic a l  

s o l ip s i s m  i s  t h e  t h e s i s  t h a t  o n ly  I  and  my i d e a s  e x i s t .  E p is te m o lo g ic a l  

s o l ip s i s m ,  on t h e  o th e r  h a n d , i s  t h e  t h e s i s  t h a t  one c a n n o t  know o r  

d e m o n s tra te  t h a t  an y o n e  o th e r  th a n  o n e s e l f  e x i s t s .  The two p o s i t i o n s  a r e  

n o t  e q u iv a l e n t ,  in asm uch  a s  o n e  c an  b e  an  e p i s t e m o l o g ic a l  s o l i p s i s t  

w i th o u t  b e in g  a  m e ta p h y s ic a l  o n e . So i f  H u s s e r l 's  t a s k  w e re  t o  r e f u t e  

s o l ip s i s m ,  th e n  h e  w ould a rg u e  t h a t  " o th e r  e g o s  e x i s t "  o r  t h a t  " I  know 

t h a t  o th e r  eg o s  e x i s t " .  I n  e i t h e r  c a s e ,  H u s s e r l  w ould  b e  c o m m ittin g  

h im s e lf  t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o th e r  s u b j e c t s ,  s i n c e  ’ I  know t h a t  p ’ 

im p l ie s  t h a t  ’p ’ i s  t r u e .

S a r t r e  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  H u s s e r l  a t t e m p ts  t o  r e f u t e  e p is t e m o lo g ic a l  

s o l ip s i s m .

B ec a u se  H u s s e r l  h a s  r e d u c e d  b e in g  to  a  s e r i e s  o f  m e a n in g s , th e  
o n ly  c o n n e c t io n  w h ich  he  h a s  b e e n  a b le  t o  e s t a b l i s h  b e tw een
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lay b e in g  and t h a t  o f  th e  O th e r  i s  a  c o n n e c t io n  o f  k n o w led g e .
T h e re fo re  H u s s e r l  c o u ld  n o t  e s c a p e  s o l ip s i s m  a n y  m ore th a n  
K ant c o u ld  ( M , p .  3 1 8 , f i r s t  tw o em phases m in e ) .

S a r t r e ’ s  c o m p la in t  t h a t  H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t  d e l i v e r  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f

o t h e r  s u b je c t s  c o r r o b o r a te s  my c o n te n t io n  a b o u t  h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .

The O th e r  h e re  w ould b e  a  k in d  o f  s u p p le m e n ta ry  c a te g o r y  w h ich  
w ould  a l lo w  a  w o r ld  t o  b e  c o n s t i t u t e d ,  n o t  a  r e a l  b e in g  e x i s t 
in g  beyond th e  w o r l d . . . .  The O th e r  i s  th e  o b j e c t  o f  em pty i n t e n t i o n s ,  
t h e  O th e r  on p r i n c i p l e  r e f u s e s  h im s e l f  to  u s  and f l e e s .  The o n ly  
r e a l i t y  w h ich  re m a in s  i s  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  o f  i n t e n t i o n .  (BN, 
p p . 3 1 7 -3 1 8 , f i r s t  two em phases m in e ) .

A l f r e d  S c h ü tz ,  a t  l e a s t  a t  one  p o in t  i n  h i s  c r i t i q u e  o f  H u s s e r l ’ s

th e o r y  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  e x p r e s s e s  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  H u s s e r l  f o r m u la te s

and  t r i e s  t o  an sw er some fo rm  o f  th e  p ro b lem  o f  o t h e r  m in d s .

Now we m u st t u r n  t o  t h e  q u e s t io n  w h ic h  fo rm s  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t te r  
o f  th e  F i f t h  M e d i ta t io n .  How can  th e  o b j e c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  w o rld  
a s  a  w o rld  f o r  e v e ry o n e  and  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  O th e rs  b e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h in  t h i s  e g o lo g i c a l  cosm os? (CP I I I ,  p p . 5 6 -5 7 , 
e m p h a s is  m in e ) . 3

3 . R e p ly  t o  S a r t r e  and  S c h ü tz

I  in te n d  t o  a rg u e  t h a t  H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t  an sw er e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  

p ro b le m s , s in c e  h e  d o e s  n o t  a t t e m p t  to  an sw er e i t h e r  o f  th em . F o r 

t h e  ’’p ro b lem  o f  o th e r  m in d s " , a s  i t  i s  c a l l e d ,  i s  a  p ro b le m  t h a t  

H u s s e r l  c a n n o t answ er fro m  t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l s ta n d p o i n t .  I n  f a c t ,  

H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t ,  and  c a n n o t ,  f o rm u la te  a n y  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  p ro b lem  

o f  o t h e r  m inds w i th in  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l a t t i t u d e .  I t  i s  c o n s e q u e n t ly  

no  s u r p r i s e  t h a t  he  d o e s  n o t  an sw e r e i t h e r  o f  t h o s e  p ro b le m s . H u s s e r l  

u n d e rs to o d  t h i s  q u i t e  w e l l ,  and  t r i e d  to  an sw er h i s  p ro b lem  w i th  t h e  

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l a t t i t u d e .  W hat i s  t h e  e v id e n c e  f o r  t h e s e  a s s e r t i o n s ?

Suppose  t h a t  H u s s e r l  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d l y  r e f u t e d  s o l ip s i s m  i n  t h e
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f i f t h  m e d i t a t io n .  I f  t h a t  w ere  s o ,  th e n  H u s s e r l  c o u ld  n o t  do i t  a lo n g  

s t r i c t l y  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l l i n e s .  F o r  an  a n sw e r t o  t h e  s o l i p s i s t  i n  

t h i s  way w ould  c o n s t i t u t e  o n t o lo g i c a l  com m itm ent t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  

o th e r  s u b j e c t s .  B u t p e r fo rm in g  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  r e d u c t io n  am ounts 

t o  a b s t e n t io n  from  o n t o lo g i c a l  com m itm ent. P o s t - e p o c h e f  one  r e f u s e s  t o  

a s s e r t  ( o r  deny) s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d l y  t h a t  a n y th in g  (w ith  t h e  e x c e p t io n  

o f  o n e * s  own c o n s c io u s n e s s )  e x i s t s .  The o b j e c t s  o f  o n e ’ s  i n t e n t i o n s  

a r e  c o n s id e r e d  a s  "phenom ena” , o r  so m e th in g  " c o n s t i t u t e d "  b y  o n e ’ s  

a c t u a l  and  p o s s i b l e  e x p e r ie n c e s ,  a t  l e a s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  i n t e n t i o n a l
4

a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  o th e r  s u b j e c t s .  S in c e  e x i s t e n t i a l  

com m itm ents a r e  r u l e d  o u t  o f  c o u r t  by  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  r e d u c t io n ,  

p ro b le m s w h ich  r e q u i r e  su c h  com m itm ent i n  o r d e r  t o  a n sw e r them  a r e  

im p e r m is s ib le ,  t o o .  So i f  H u s s e r l  r e f u t e d  s o l i p s i s m  i n  t h e  f i f t h  

m e d i t a t io n ,  h e  d id  n o t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  f o l lo w  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  m eth o d .

H u s s e r l  u n d e rs to o d  q u i t e  w e l l  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  n o t  a s s e r t  s t r a i g h t 

f o rw a rd ly  t h a t  o t h e r s  e x i s t  i f  h e  w e re  t o  a p p ro a c h  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  

i n t e r s u b j  e c t i v i t y  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a lly .

H ha t a r e  o t h e r s ,  w ha t i s  t h e  w o r ld ,  f o r  me?— C o n s t i t u te d  
phenom ena, m e re ly  so m e th in g  p ro d u ce d  w i t h i n  m e. H ever c a n  
I  r e a c h  th e  p o i n t  o f  a s c r i b in g  b e in g  i n  t h e  a b s o l u t e  s e n s e  to  
o t h e r s ,  any  m ore th a n  t o  th e  p h y s ic a l  t h i n g s  o f  N a tu r e ,  w h ich  
e x i s t  o n ly  a s  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l l y  p ro d u ce d  a f f a i r s  (CM, p . 5 2 n . , 
e m p h a s is  m in e ) .

T h a t p a s s a g e  i s  w eak e v id e n c e  f o r  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  H u s s e r l  d id  n o t  a t t e m p t  

t o  r e f u t e  s o l ip s i s m .

P a s s a g e s  i n  th e  f i f t h  m e d i ta t io n  show t h a t  H u s s e r l  d id  n o t  

a t t e m p t  t o  show t h a t  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  e x i s t .  When d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  p ro b lem  

t h a t  h e  w i l l  a d d r e s s ,  H u s s e r l  w r i t e s  t h a t
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Im p e r tu rb a b ly  I  m ust h o ld  f a s t  to  th e  i n s i g h t  t h a t  e v e ry  s e n s e  
t h a t  any  e x i s t e n t  w h a te v e r  h a s  o r  c a n  h a v e  f o r  me— i n  r e s p e c t  
o f  i t s  'w hat*  and ' i t  e x i s t s  and  a c t u a l l y  i s ' — i s  a  s e n s e  
i n  and  a r i s i n g  from  my i n t e n t i o n a l  l i f e ,  becom ing  c l a r i f i e d  
and  u n c o v e re d  f o r  me i n  c o n seq u e n c e  o f  my l i f e ' s  c o n s t i t u t i v e  
s y n th e s e s ,  i n  sy s te m s  o f  h a rm o n io u s v e r i f i c a t i o n  (CM, p .  9 1 ) .

A t t h e  end o f  t h e  f i f t h  m e d i ta t io n  H u s s e r l  w r i t e s

A t no p o i n t  was th e  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  a t t i t u d e ,  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  
t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  epoche'^ aban d o n ed ; and  o u r  ' t h e o r y '  o f  
e x p e r ie n c in g  o t h e r s ,  d id  n o t  aim  a t  b e in g  and w as n o t  a t  
l i b e r t y  to  b e  a n y th in g  b u t  e x p l i c a t i o n  o f  th e  s e n s e ,  ' o t h e r s ' , 
a s  i t  a r i s e s  from  th e  c o n s t i t u t i v e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  t h a t  
e x p e r ie n c in g :  th e  s e n s e ,  ' t r u l y  e x i s t i n g  o t h e r s ’ , a s  i t
a r i s e s  from  th e  c o rre s p o n d in g  h a rm o n io u s s y n th e s e s  (CM, p .  148 , 
em phasis  m in e ) .

S in c e  H u s s e r l  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  h e  h a s  s u s t a i n e d  t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l a t t i t u d e  

th ro u g h o u t  th e  f i f t h  m e d i ta t io n  a n d , a s  I  h a v e  show n, u n d e rs to o d  q u i t e  

w e l l  t h a t  t h a t  p r e c lu d e d  a s s e r t i n g  ( o r  d e n y in g , f o r  t h a t  m a t te r )  th e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s ,  H u s s e r l  d id  n o t  a t t e m p t  to  a n sw e r any  form  

o f  th e  p ro b lem  o f  o th e r  m in d s . H u s s e r l  e x p l i c i t l y  s a y s  t h i s  i n  th e  

p a s s a g e  I  j u s t  c i t e d .  T h u s , S a r t r e  and S c h ü tz  a r e  q u i t e  m is ta k e n .

One may r e a s o n a b ly  o b j e c t  "B u t w h a t a b o u t  th e  s e n te n c e  c i t e d  

e a r l i e r ,  w h e re in  H u s s e r l  a n t i c i p a t e s  p o s i t i n g  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o th e r  

t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  e g o s ? " . I s  t h a t  n o t  a  c o u n te r -e x a m p le  to  t h e  i n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n  fo rw a rd e d  h e re ?  One c o u ld ,  I  s u p p o s e , t a k e  i t  t h a t  w ay. B u t 

th e  s e n te n c e  i s  so  s i n g u l a r ,  and c o n t r a d i c t e d  by so  many o t h e r  p a s s a g e s  

( o r  t h e  i m p l ic a t i o n s  o f  th e m ), t h a t  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  H u s s e r l  was n o t  

s a t i s f i e d  w i th  t h a t  s ta t e m e n t .  I  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  why H u s s e r l  

m arked th e  s e n te n c e  i n  q u e s t io n  f o r  d e l e t i o n  (CM, p . 3 1 n ) .

Even i f  one b e l i e v e s  t h a t  th e  s e n te n c e  s h o u ld  b e  in c lu d e d  i n  t h e  

t e x t ,  i t  s t i l l  d o es  n o t  a d e q u a te ly  s u p p o r t  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  I  am r e j e c t 

i n g .  N o te  t h a t  H u s s e r l  s a y s  t h a t  i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  to  f o r e s e e  how th e
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e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r  eg o s  c an  b e  p o s i t e d .  T h a t  may h e  im p o s s ib le  t o  f o r e 

s e e  p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  t h a t  c a n n o t  b e  d o n e . So t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  I  am 

r e j e c t i n g  g i v e s  to o  s t r o n g  a  r e a d in g  o f  t h e  p a s s a g e .  I t  r e a d s  m ore  i n t o  

t h e  p a s s a g e  t h a t  i s  t h e r e .

4 .  R ic o e u r ' s  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n

H u s s e r l  o p en s  t h e  f i f t h  m e d i t a t i o n  w i t h  a n  i n t e r l o c u t o r ’ s  

o b j e c t i o n ,  w h ic h  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  se co n d  f o r m u la t io n  o f  t h e  m i s i n t e r p r e t a 

t i o n .  T h a t o b j e c t i o n  e x p l o i t s  t h e  f a l s e  p r o p o s i t i o n  ’H u s s e r l  i s  a  

s u b j e c t i v e  i d e a l i s t ’ a s  a  p r e m is e .  TOien t h e  i n t e r l o c u t o r  c h a l l e n g e s  t h a t  

’’B u t w h a t a b o u t  o t h e r  e g o s , who s u r e l y  a r e  n o t  a  m e re  i n te n d in g  and  

in te n d e d  i n  m e, b u t  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e i r  s e n s e ,  p r e c i s e l y  o th e r s ? "  (CM, 

p .  8 9 ) ,  h e  i s  p r e s u p p o s in g  t h a t  H u s s e r l  t h in k s  t h a t  t h e  b e in g  o f  

e v e r y th in g  o t h e r  th a n  th e  i n te n d in g  ego i s  t o  b e  p e r c e iv e d .

T h is  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  c o r r o b o r a te d  b y  w h a t  t h e  i n t e r l o c u t o r  

p ro c e e d s  t o  s a y .  A c c o rd in g  t o  h im , H u s s e r l  h a s  n o t  g iv e n  t r a n s 

c e n d e n ta l  r e a l i s m  i t s  d u e  (CM, p .  8 9 ) .  O nly  my i d e a s  a r e  c o n s t i t u t e d  

i n  my c o n s c io u s n e s s .  Beyond t h a t ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  w o r ld  t h a t  e x i s t s  i n  

i t s e l f  (CM, p . 9 0 ) .  B e c a u se  phenom enology  r e s t r i c t s  i t s e l f  t o  an  

a n a l y s i s  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  t h e r e  i s  no  way i t  c a n  a c c o u n t  f o r  o t h e r  

c o n s c io u s n e s s e s .

P a u l  R ic o e u r  a d o p ts  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  H u s s e r l ’ s  p ro b le m .

T h is  o b j e c t i o n  i s  w e ll-k n o w n  to  u s ;  i t  i s  s o l i p s i s m .  The F i f t h  
M e d i ta t io n  a r i s e s  from  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t io n  o f  t h i s  o b j e c t io n  
r e c e iv e d  from  w i th o u t  i n t o  a  c h a l l e n g e  a c c e p te d  b y  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  
phenom enology  e n t i r e l y  from  w i t h in  (AHP, p .  1 1 6 ) .

W hat i s  t h i s  o b j e c t i o n  w h ich  i s  a c c e p te d  a s  a n  i n t e r n a l  c r i t i c i s m ?
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I t  i s  t h e  i n t e r l o c u t o r ' s  o b j e c t i o n .  R ic o e u r  c o n t in u e s :

S o l ip s is m  h a s  a lw ay s  b e e n  t h e  common s e n s e  o b j e c t i o n  t o  i d e a l i s t i c  
p h i lo s o p h i e s ,  s in c e  a c c o rd in g  to  common s e n s e  t h e  o t h e r  egos a r e  
n o t  r e d u c i b l e  to  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n e  h a s  o f  them . They a r e  
n o t  e v e n  r e p r e s e n te d  o b j e c t s ,  u n i t i e s  o f  s e n s e ,  w h ich  o n e  c a n  
v e r i f y  i n  a  c o n c o rd a n t  c o u r s e  o f  e x p e r ie n c e .  O th e rs  a r e  o t h e r  
th a n  I ;  th e y  a r e  o t h e r  e g o s . T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  phenom enology i s  
o b l ig e d  to  r e c o g n iz e  t h i s  o b j e c t io n  a s  a  d i f f i c u l t y  u n d e rm in in g  
i t  from  w i t h i n  (AHP, p . 11 5 , em p h asis  m in e ) .

T h is  i s  a  p a r a p h r a s e  o f  t h e  i n t e r l o c u t o r ' s  c h a l l e n g e .  So R ic o e u r

b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r l o c u t o r ' s  o b j e c t i o n  u n d e rm in e s  H u s s e r l 's

p h i lo s o p h y  from  w i t h in .

A c c o rd in g  to  R ic o e u r ,  a  c o n f l i c t  r e s u l t s  from  t r y i n g  to  show

how o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  a r e  c o n s t i t u t e d .

T he w h o le  F i f t h  M e d i ta t io n  w i l l  u n d e rg o  t h e  t e n s i o n  b e tw e e n  th e  
two r e q u ir e m e n ts  o f  c o n s t i t u t i n g  th e  O th e r  i n  me and  c o n s t i t u t 
in g  him  a s  O t h e r . . . .  B ut th e  l a t e n t  c o n f l i c t  b e tw e e n  t h e  r e q u i r e 
m en t o f  r e d u c t io n  ^ C o n s t i tu t in g  th e  O th e r  i n  me], and t h e ' r e q u i r e 
m en t o f  d e s c r i p t i o n  becom es a n  open  c o n f l i c t  from  t h e  moment
t h a t  t h e  O th e r  i s  no lo n g e r  a  th in g  b u t  a n o th e r  e g o , som eone
o t h e r  th a n  I  (AHP, p p . 1 1 6 -1 1 7 ) .

The r e a s o n  why t h e r e  i s  a  c o n f l i c t  i s  t h a t ,  a c c o r d in g  to  R ic o e u r ,

H u s s e r l 's  th e o r y  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  o b j e c t s  i s  a n  i d e a l i s t i c

t h e s i s  (AHP, p p . 130 , 1 3 6 ) . R ic o e u r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  i t  i s  t h i s  i d e a l i s t i c

t h e s i s  t h a t  i s  u l t i m a t e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  H u s s e r l 's  f a i l u r e  t o  r e s o l v e

" t h e  p rob lem  o f  th e  O th e r" ,  a s  h e  c a l l s  i t .

R ig h t  up to  th e  end th e  d e s c r i p t i v e  s p i r i t  and  th e  r e q u i r e m e n t  
o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n  te n d  to  m ee t b u t  f a i l  t o  b le n d  i n t o  e a c h  o t h e r ,  
f o r  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  i d e a l i s t i c  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  th e  
O th e r  m u st b e  a  m o d i f ic a t io n  o f  my ego and  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  
r e a l i s t i c  c h a r a c t e r  o f  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  t h e  O th e r  n e v e r  c e a s e s  to  
e x c lu d e  h im s e l f  from  th e  s p h e re  o f  'my m onad ' (AHP, p .  1 3 0 ) .

Now R ic o e u r  d o e s  n o t  e x p la in  w h a t h e  m ea n s , o r  t a k e s  H u s s e r l  to  

m ean, b y  ' t h e  O th e r  m u st b e  a  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  my e g o ' .  H is  e n d o rs e 

m en t o f  th e  i n t e r l o c u t o r ' s  o b j e c t io n  a s  a  c h a l l e n g e  u n d e rm in in g
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phenom enology from  w i t h in ,  how ever, o f f e r s  a  c lu e  f o r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .

The i n t e r l o c u t o r  m a in ta in s  t h a t  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  a r e  n o t  " a  m ere  in te n d in g  

and  in te n d in g  i n  me, o r  m ere  u n i t i e s  o f  p o s s i b l e  v e r i f i c a t i o n  i n  me"

(CM, p . 8 9 ) .  I n  th e  n e x t  s e n te n c e  th e  i n t e r l o c u t o r  i n s i s t s  t h a t  H u s s e r l  

h a s  n o t  d o n e  j u s t i c e  to  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  r e a l i s m ,  and  p ro c e e d s  to  s a y  t h a t  

o n ly  my id e a s  a r e  c o n s t i t u t e d  by  me. T hese  i d e a s  a r e  o p p o sed  to  th e  

w o rld  t h a t  e x i s t s  i n  i t s e l f .  P re su m a b ly , t h e n ,  t h e s e  i d e a s  e x i s t  i n  

v i r t u e  o f  an  i n d i v i d u a l ’ s  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  T h e i r  b e in g  i s  t o  b e  p e r 

c e iv e d ,  s i n c e  th e y  a r e  im ages c r e a te d  by  me. T h is  i s  t h e  way t h a t  I  

m ake s e n s e  o u t  o f  R i c o e u r 's  c o n te n t io n  t h a t  H u s s e r l  i s  a n  i d e a l i s t .

He and t h e  i n t e r l o c u t o r  a r e  s a y in g  t h a t  H u s s e r l  i s  a  s u b j e c t i v e  i d e a l i s t .

5 . R ep ly  t o  R ic o e u r

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s  a  fu n d a m e n ta l m is ta k e  to  i n t e r p r e t  H u s s e r l 's  

p h i lo s o p h y ,  and th e  c o n c e p t o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  a s  

i d e a l i s t i c . ^  B ut I  s h a l l  n o t  a rg u e  t h a t  p o i n t  h e r e ,  s i n c e  i d e a l i s m  i s  

i r r e l e v a n t  to  H u s s e r l ’s  p ro b le m . R ic o e u r  and  th e  i n t e r l o c u t o r ,  to  

th e  c o n t r a r y ,  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s  b e c a u s e  H u s s e r l  i s  a n  i d e a l i s t  t h a t  he  

f a c e s  t h e  p ro b le m . " S o lip s is m  h a s  a lw ay s  b e e n  th e  com m on-sense o b je c t io n  

to  i d e a l i s t i c  p h i lo s o p h ie s ,  s in c e  a c c o rd in g  to  common s e n s e  th e  o th e r  

egos a r e  n o t  r e d u c ib le  to  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  one  h a s  o f  them  (AHP, p . 1 1 6 ).

Now b o th  R ic o e u r  and  th e  i n t e r l o c u t o r  b e l i e v e  t h a t  H u s s e r l ’s  

p ro b lem  i s  t h e  p rob lem  o f o th e r  m in d s ; and th e y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  H u s s e r l  

c a n n o t r e s o l v e  th e  p ro b lem  b e c a u s e  t h e  b e in g  o f  o th e r  m in d s  i s  n o t  to  

b e  p e r c e iv e d .  H ow ever, th e  p rob lem  o f o th e r  m inds ( a s  I  showed i n  th e  

f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  p a p e r)  c o u ld  b e  a  p ro b lem  even  f o r  a  r e a l i s t ,  p ro v id e d
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t h a t  th e  r e a l i s t  d id  n o t  ta k e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r  m inds f o r  g r a n t e d .  

S a r t r e  i s  a  p rim e  exam ple o f  a  n o n - i d e a l i s t  t h a t  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  p ro b le m  

o f  o th e r  m in d s . So even  i f  H u s s e r l ’ s  p ro b le m  w e re  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  

o th e r  m in d s , i t  w ould n o t  b e  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  H u s s e r l  b e  a n  i d e a l i s t .

B u t t h e r e  i s  a  much m ore im p o r ta n t  i s s u e .  The f a c t  i s  t h a t  

R ic o e u r  and th e  i n t e r l o c u t o r  h a v e  m is u n d e rs to o d  H u s s e r l ’ s  p ro b le m . I f  

th e y  had  u n d e rs to o d  i t ,  th e y  w ould  h a v e  s e e n  t h a t  H u s s e r l ’ s  p ro b le m  i s  

in d e p e n d e n t o f  b o th  r e a l i s m  and id e a l i s m .  W hat i s  H u s s e r l ’ s  p rob lem ?

R ic o e u r ’s  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  i n t e r l o c u t o r ’ s  o b j e c t i o n  u n d e rm in e s

phenom enology from  w i t h in  does  n o t  s q u a re  w i t h  H u s s e r l ’ s  o b j e c t i o n  to

th e  i n t e r l o c u t o r .

B ut p e rh a p s  t h e r e  i s  some m is ta k e  i n  th o u g h ts  l i k e  t h e s e .  B e fo re  
o n e  d e c id e s  i n  f a v o r  o f them  and th e  ’ s e l f - u n d e r s t o o d ’ p r o p o s i t i o n s  
th e y  e x p l o i t ,  and th e n  p e rc h a n c e  em barks on d i a l e c t i c a l  a rg u m e n ta 
t io n s  and s e l f - s t y l e d  'm e ta p h y s ic a l ' h y p o th e s e s  (w hose su p p o sed  
p o s s i b i l i t y  may t u r n  o u t  to  b e  c o m p le te  a b s u r d i t y ) ,  i t  m ig h t in d e e d  
b e  m ore f i t t i n g  to  u n d e r ta k e  th e  t a s k  o f  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l e x p l i c a t i o n  
in d i c a t e d  i n  t h i s  c o n n e x io n  by th e  ' a l t e r  e g o ' and  c a r r y  i t  
th ro u g h  i n  c o n c r e te  w ork (CM, p . 9 0 , f i r s t  em p h asis  m in e ) .

I  em p h asize  th e  word 'b e f o r e ’ b e c a u s e  i t  t e l l s  u s  how H u s s e r l  

u n d e rs ta n d s  h i s  p ro b lem . H u s s e r l  i s  s a y in g  t h a t  t h e  " t a s k  o f 

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l e x p l i c a t i o n " ,  w h ich  H u s s e r l  t a k e s  h i s  p ro b le m  t o  b e , 

i s  a  p rob lem  t h a t  one s h o u ld  t r y  t o  r e s o l v e  b e f o r e  c o m m ittin g  o n e s e l f  

p h i lo s o p h i c a l ly  to  v a r io u s  m e ta p h y s ic a l  h y p o th e s e s  a b o u t  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s .

B ut t h e  p r i o r i t y  o f  H u s s e r l ’ s  p ro b le m  i s  n o t  s im p ly  te m p o ra l .  

H u s s e r l ’ s  p rob lem  s h o u ld  b e  a d d re s s e d  b e f o r e  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  o th e r  m inds 

b e c a u s e  i t  i s  l o g i c a l l y  p r i o r  t o  th e  on e  c o n c e rn in g  e x i s t e n c e .  I  s h a l l  

t r y  to  e x p la in  why t h i s  i s  t h e  c a s e  i n  t h e  n e x t  s e c t i o n .

6 . H u s s e r l ’ s  P rob lem  a s  C o n c e p tu a l  A n a ly s is
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H u s s e r l 's  r e p l y  to  t h e  i n t e r l o c u t o r  h e l p s  u s  t o  u n d e r s ta n d  

on e  a s p e c t  o f  H u s s e r l 's  p ro b lem  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y .  H e re  H u s s e r l  i s  

s u g g e s t in g  t h a t  h i s  c r i t i c  may n o t  know w h a t h e ' s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t . I n  

p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  c r i t i c  h a s  f a i l e d  to  a n a ly z e  w h a t ' a l t e r  eg o s  e x i s t '  

m eans p r i o r  t o  c o m m ittin g  h im s e l f  t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  

an d  t o  a  c e r t a i n  way t h a t  th e y  e x i s t .  H u s s e r l 's  p ro b le m  i s  t o  a n a ly z e  

t h e  c o n c e p t  ' o th e r  s u b j e c t ' ,  t o  becom e q u i t e  c l e a r  a b o u t  t h e  m ean ing  

o f  t h e  c o n c e p t .  H u s s e r l 's  p ro b le m  i s  th e  sam e f o r  p r o p o s i t i o n s  su c h  

a s  ' o th e r  s u b j e c t s  e x i s t ' .  I s  t h i s  p ro b le m  in d e p e n d e n t  o f  b o th  id e a l i s m  

and r e a l is m ?

In d e e d  i t  i s .  I n  t h e  p a s s a g e  I  j u s t  c i t e d  H u s s e r l  i s  s a y in g  

t h a t  h i s  c r i t i c  h a s  b e e n  to o  h a s ty  i n  d e c id in g  i n  f a v o r  o f  o n e  m eta 

p h y s ic a l  h y p o th e s e s  and  a g a in s t  a n o th e r .  H u s s e r l 's  r e p l y  to  h i s  c r i t i c  

i s  t h e  same r e p l y  h e  w ould  make to  anyone  who m ade m e ta p h y s ic a l  comm it

m en ts  p r i o r  to  an  a n a ly s i s  o f  m ean in g . P h i lo s o p h e r s ,  t h e n ,  h a v e  b e e n  

to o  h a s ty  i n  t h a t  th e y  h av e  t r i e d  t o  d e c id e  f o r  o r  a g a i n s t  s u c h  p ro p 

o s i t i o n s  a s  'o t h e r  s u b je c t s  e x i s t '  b e f o r e  b ecom ing  a b s o l u t e l y  c l e a r  

a b o u t  w h a t t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  m eans. A f t e r  a l l ,  o n e  m ust b e  c l e a r  a b o u t  

w h a t a  p r o p o s i t i o n  m eans b e f o r e  one c a n  d e c id e  w h e th e r  i t  i s  t r u e  o r  

f a l s e .  F o r  no p e r s o n  c o u ld  d e c id e  on  r a t i o n a l  g ro u n d s  w h e th e r  'T h e  

s l i t h y  to v e s  d id  g y r e ' i s  t r u e  o r  f a l s e .  The m e t a p h y s i c i a n 's  p r a c t i c e  

i s  so m e th in g  l i k e  som eone a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  'T h e  s l i t h y  to v e s  d id  g y r e ' 

i s  t r u e  ( o r  f a l s e )  w i th o u t  d e te rm in in g  w ha t i t  m ea n s , i f  a n y th in g .  

H u s s e r l  w arn s  th e  i n t e r l o c u t o r  t h a t  h i s  a s s e r t i o n s  may t u r n  o u t  t o  b e  

" a b s u rd "  i n  t h e  p a s s a g e  j u s t  c i t e d  (CM, p .  9 0 ) .  To d e te r m in e  t h e  mean

in g  o f  a  p r o p o s i t io n  d o e s  n o t  i n v o lv e  com m itm ent to  i t s  t r u t h  ( o r
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f a l s i t y ) .  S in c e  H u s s e r l ’ s  p ro b le m  i s ,  i n  p a r t ,  t o  d e te r m in e  t h e  m ean in g  

o f  ’ o th e r  egos e x i s t ’ r a t h e r  th a n  t o  d e c id e  i t s  t r u t h  o r  f a l s i t y ,  

H u s s e r l ’ s  p ro b le m  i s  in d e p e n d e n t  o f  a l l  m e ta p h y s ic a l  t h e s e s ,  in c lu d in g  

r e a l i s m  and  id e a l i s m .  I t  i s  f o r  t h e  sam e r e a s o n  t h a t  H u s s e r l ’ s  

p ro b le m  i s  l o g i c a l l y  p r i o r  t o  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  o t h e r  m in d s . F o r  s in c e  

t o  e l u c i d a t e  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  ' I  e x p e r ie n c e  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s ’ (an d  r e l a t e d  

p r o p o s i t io n s  and c o n c e p ts )  does  n o t  e n t a i l  com m itm ent to  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  

o f  o t h e r  e g o s , an d  we m u st know t h e  m ean ing  o f  a n  a s s e r t i o n  b e f o r e  we 

c an  r a t i o n a l l y  d e c id e  on  i t s  t r u t h  o r  f a l s i t y ,  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  o th e r  

m inds p re s u p p o s e s  a n  a n sw e r to  H u s s e r l 's  p ro b le m  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  

b u t  n o t  v i c e  v e r s a .

Now H u s s e r l  o b j e c t s  to  t h e  i n t e r l o c u t o r ’ s  c h a l l e n g e  and s u g g e s t s  

t h a t  h i s  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l p ro b le m  i s  p r i o r  t o  any  com m itm ents a b o u t  

e x i s t e n c e .  So, t h e  i n t e r l o c u t o r ’ s  o b j e c t i o n  d o e s  n o t  "u n d e rm in e  

phenom enology from  w i t h i n " . S e c o n d ly , s i n c e  H u s s e r l  i s  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  

r e s p o n d  to  th e  o b j e c t i o n  to  i d e a l i s t i c  p h i lo s o p h i e s  ( i . e . ,  s o l i p s i s m ) ,  

t h e  su p p o sed  d ich o to m y  b e tw e e n  show ing  how t h e  o t h e r  s u b j e c t  i s  c o n s t i t u t 

ed  and  d e s c r ib in g  how t h e  a l t e r  ego i s  e x p e r ie n c e d  ( a t  l e a s t  a s  P r o f e s s o r  

R ic o e u r  i n t e r p r e t s  th o s e  c o n c e p ts )  v a n i s h e s .  F o r no i d e a l i s t i c  t h e s i s  

i s  a t  s t a k e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  P r o f e s s o r  R ic o e u r  i s  m is ta k e n .

Of c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  i s  m ore t h a n  o n e  p a s s a g e  t h a t  s u p p o r t s  my con

t e n t i o n  t h a t  H u s s e r l  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c o n c e p tu a l  a n a l y s i s ,  r a t h e r  th a n  

t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p ro b lem  o f  o t h e r  m in d s . A f t e r  b r i e f l y  s t a t i n g  w h a t h e  

ta k e s  t h e  p ro b le m  to  b e ,  f o r  ex am p le , H u s s e r l  s a y s  t h a t

T h e se  e x p e r ie n c e s  and t h e i r  w orks a r e  f a c t s  b e lo n g in g  to  my 
p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l s p h e r e .  How e l s e  th a n  b y  e x a m in in g  them  c a n  I  
e x p l i c a t e  th e  s e n s e ,  e x i s t i n g  o t h e r s ,  i n  a l l  i t s  a s p e c t s ?  (CM, 
p .  9 0 , e m p h asis  m in e ) .
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H u s s e r l  w a n ts  t o  e x p l i c a t e  th e  c o n c e p t ’ e x i s t i n g  o t h e r s ’ , r a t h e r  th a n

e s t a b l i s h  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r s .  A g a in , H u s s e r l  o p en s  p a ra g r a p h  44

o f  C a r te s i a n  M e d i ta t io n s  b y  s a y in g

I f  th e  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  a r e  a c c o rd 
in g ly  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  s e n s e , ’ o th e r  s u b j e c t s ’ , a r e  i n  q u e s t i o n ,  
and c o n s e q u e n t ly  a  u n i v e r s a l  s e n s e - s t r a tu m  t h a t  em an a te s  from  
o th e r s  and i s  i n d i s p e n d ib l e  to  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a n  O b je c t iv e  
w o rld  f o r  me i s  a l s o  i n  q u e s t io n ,  th e n  th e  s e n s e , ’ o t h e r  s u b j e c t s ’ , 
t h a t  i s  i n  q u e s t i o n  h e r e  c a n n o t  a s  y e t  b e  th e  s e n s e :  'O b j e c t i v e
s u b j e c t s ,  s u b j e c t s  e x i s t i n g  i n  t h e  w o r ld ' (CM, p p . 9 2 -9 3 , em phases 
m in e ) .

The r e p e t i t i o n  o f  t h e  w ord ' s e n s e ’ an d  th e  i n v e r t e d  commas a ro u n d  

’o t h e r  s u b j e c t s '  a r e  n o t  i n  t h e  t e x t  w i th o u t  r e a s o n .  H u s s e r l  i n s e r t e d  

th e m .in  o r d e r  to  e m p h asize  t h a t  h e  s e e k s  c o n c e p tu a l  c l a r i t y .

Some re m a rk s  i n  F o rm al and  T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic  on th e  p ro b lem

o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  c o n f irm  my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .

Can t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  i l l u s i o n  o f  s o l ip s i s m  w i th s ta n d  t h i s  
onw ard m arch  o f  m ere  c o n c r e te  e x p l i c a t i o n ?  I s  i t  n o t  a n  i l l u s i o n
t h a t  c a n  a p p e a r  o n ly  b e f o r e  th e  e x p l i c a t i o n ,  b e c a u s e ,  a s  a l r e a d y
s a i d ,  t h i s  f a c t — t h a t  o t h e r s  and  th e  w o r ld  f o r  o t h e r s  h a v e  t h e i r  
s e n s e  i n  t h e  from  me m y s e lf— i s  a  p r e s e n te d  f a c t ,  and  t h e r e f o r e  
t h e r e  ca n  b e  no o th e r  p ro b lem  h e r e  th a n  t h a t  o f  c l a r i f y i n g  t h i s  
m a t t e r - o f - f a c t ,  c l a r i f y i n g  i t , t h a t  i s ,  a s  w h a t i s  i m p l i c i t  i n  
me m y se lf?  (FTL, p . 242 , em p h asis  m in e ) .

A lth o u g h  H u s s e r l  s p e a k s  o f  e x p l i c a t i o n  o f  a  m a t t e r - o f - f a c t  h e r e ,  t h i s

m a t t e r - o f - f a c t  i s  t h a t  o t h e r s  and t h e  w o r ld  h a v e  a  d e f i n i t e  s e n s e  

w h ic h  d e r iv e s  from  me. So c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  m a t t e r - o f - f a c t  w ould  

b e  e x p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e n s e s  'o t h e r s ’ and ’ th e  w o r ld ’ .

7 . P h y s i c a l  O b je c ts  and O th e r  S u b je c t s

T h is  d o e s  n o t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  e x h a u s t  H u s s e r l 's  " p ro b le m  o f  

I n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y " ,  a s  I  h a v e  c a l l e d  i t .  T h e re  i s  a  h o s t  o f  o t h e r  con

c e p ts  t h a t  H u s s e r l  w a n ts  to  c l a r i f y  ^  e x p l i c a t i n g  th e  c o n c e p t  o f
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'o t h e r  s u b j e c t s ' .  C l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  a  few  o f  t h e s e  c e n t r a l  c o n c e p ts  i s  

p a r t  o f  w h a t H u s s e r l  u n d e r s ta n d s  b y  t h e  " p ro b le m  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y " .

I  s h a l l  c o n c e n t r a t e  on  t h e  c o n c e p ts  'p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t ' ,  'o b j e c t i v e  w o r l d ' ,  

'o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t '  and  ' t r u t h ' .

The p ro b lem  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  th u s  t u r n s  o u t  t o  b e ,  upon 

a n a l y s i s ,  a  h o s t  o f  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  p ro b le m s , a  " h i e r a r c h a l  s e t  o f  

p ro b le m s"  (FTL, p . 2 4 0 ) . F o r  e a c h  o f  t h e  c o n c e p ts  m e n tio n e d  a b o v e  p r e 

s u p p o se  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  a s  I  s h a l l  t r y  t o  show .

T ake th e  c o n c e p t 'p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t ' .  D av id  C a r r  h a s  r e n d e r e d  a  

s e r v i c e  to  p h e n o m e n o lo g is ts  who a r e  t r y i n g  t o  u n d e r s ta n d  H u s s e r l 's  

th e o r y  o f  i n t e r s u b j  e c t i v i t y  b y  c a l l i n g  a t t e n t i o n  to  two s e n s e s  o f  t h e  

w ord ' t r a n s c e n d e n c e ' i n  C a r t e s i a n  M e d i ta t io n s  (PPH, p p . 8 6 - 8 7 ) .  T h e se  

two s e n s e s  o f  t h e  w ord ' t r a n s c e n d e n c e ' a r e  q u i t e  h e l p f u l  i n  a n a ly z in g  

th e  c o n c e p ts  o f  'p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t '  and  ' t h e  w o r l d ' .  The f i r s t  s e n s e  o f  

't r a n s c e n d e n c e ' m eans 'n o t  r e d u c i b l e  t o  my a c t u a l  a c t s  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s ' 

( h e r e a f t e r ,  ' t r a n s c e n d e n c e ^ ') .  A t a b l e ,  f o r  ex a m p le , t r a n s c e n d s ^  my 

c o n s c io u s n e s s  i n  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  same t a b l e  t h a t  I  c o u ld  s e e  i n  f u r t h e r  

p e r c e p t io n s .  Now H u s s e r l  can  a c c o u n t  f o r  't r a n s c e n d e n c e ^ ' p r i o r  to  

in t r o d u c in g  t h e  c o n c e p t o f  ' o th e r  s u b j e c t s ' .  He c a n  a c c o u n t  f o r  i t  

i n  te rm s o f  p o s s i b l e  a c t s  o f  my c o n s c io u s n e s s .  F o r  a l l  o f  th e s e  a c t s ,  

a c t u a l  and p o s s i b l e ,  a r e  m in e . F o r  ex am p le , to  i d e n t i f y  t h i s  a s  a  t a b l e  

o f  w h ic h  I  s e e  t h e  to p  i s  t o  i d e n t i f y  i t  a s  so m e th in g  w h ic h  h a s  a n  

u n d e r s id e  w h ic h  I  do n o t  s e e  b u t  w h ic h  I  c o u ld  s e e  i f  I  m oved. T h is  

s y n th e s i s  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  ( a s  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  f u r t h e r  p o s s i b l e  a c t s  

o f  my c o n s c io u s n e s s )  o c c u rs  w henever on e  i d e n t i f i e s  so m e th in g  a s  a  t a b l e .  

T h is  h o ld s ,  g e n e r a l l y ,  f o r  p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t s ,  a s  no p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t  i s
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e x h a u s te d  by  my a c t u a l  a c t s  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s .

B u t m ore i s  in te n d e d  th a n  t h a t .  I f  I  i d e n t i f y  so m e th in g  a s  a  

t a b l e ,  I  i d e n t i f y  i t  a s  so m e th in g  t h e  u n d e r s id e  o f  w h ic h  c o u ld  b e  

s e e n  a t  t h e  same tim e  t h a t  X s e e  i t s  to p  s i d e .  T h a t i s ,  I  i d e n t i f y  

i t  a s  ’ t r a n s c e n d in g ^ ' my c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  i n  t h a t  I  t a k e  i t  t o  b e  some

th in g  w h ich  i s  i r r e d u c i b l e  t o  my p o s s i b l e  a c t s  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s .

F o r i f  I  s e e  o n ly  t h e  to p  s i d e  o f  t h i s  t a b l e ,  th e n  i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  

f o r  me to  s e e  t h e  u n d e r s id e  s im u l ta n e o u s ly .  O nly  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  c o u ld  

s e e  th e  u n d e r s id e  a t  t h e  sam e t im e . T h u s , H u s s e r l  h a s  t o  c l a r i f y  th e  

c o n c e p t o f  ’ o th e r  s u b j e c t s '  i n  o r d e r  to  make s e n s e  o f  su c h  c o n c e p ts  

a s  ' t a b l e ' ,  ' c h a i r ' ,  a n d , m ore g e n e r a l l y ,  'p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t ' .

I t  i s  w o rth  n o t in g  t h a t  H u s s e r l  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  s o l e l y  i n  u n d e r

s ta n d in g  how i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  t o  s e e ,  f o r  exam p le , 

th e  u n d e r s id e  o f  t h i s  t a b l e .  To i d e n t i f y  t h i s  a s  a  t a b l e  i s  n o t  

n e c e s s a r i l y  to  i d e n t i f y  i t  a s  h a v in g  a n  u n d e r s id e  t h a t  i s  a c t u a l l y  s e e n .  

So H u s s e r l 's  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t o f  'p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t '  i n  te rm s  

o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  i n t e n t i o n s  y i e l d s  o n ly  t h e  e x p l i c a t e d  c o n c e p t , 

r a t h e r  th a n  th e  e x i s t e n c e , o f  th e  s u b j e c t s .

Now t h i s  s t i l l  l e a v e s  open  a  l e g i t i m a t e  way to  c o n s t r u e  t h e  

c o n f l i c t  b e tw e en  d e s c r i p t i o n  and c o n s t i t u t i o n .  B u t i t  i s  n o t  o n e  t h a t  

I  t h in k  R ic o e u r  r e c o g n iz e s .  I t  i s  t h i s :  The o t h e r  s u b j e c t  i s

e x p e r ie n c e d  a s  i r r e d u c i b l e  to  my p o s s ib l e  i n t e n t i o n s ,  o r  a s  t r a n s c e n d in g  

my c o n s c io u s n e s s  i n  th e  s t r o n g  s e n s e .  S o , t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  how th e  

a l t e r  ego i s  e x p e r ie n c e d  show s t h a t  i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  f o r  i t  t o  b e  

c o n s t i t u t e d  by  me. F o r  t h e  a l t e r  ego m ust b e  c o n s t i t u t e d  by  o t h e r s  a s  

w e l l .  H u s s e r l ,  M e rle a u -P o n ty  and C a rr  h a v e  r e c o g n iz e d  t h i s  p ro b le m .
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I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  C a r r  h a s  g iv e n  a n  a d e q u a te  e x p la n a t io n  o f  how t o  a v o id  

t h i s  a p p a re n t  c i r c u l a r i t y  (PPH, p .  9 7 ) .

8 . The O b je c t iv e  W orld ( O b j e c t i v i t y ^ )

To i d e n t i f y  so m e th in g  a s  a  p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t  i s  t o  i n te n d  i t

a s  so m e th in g  i n  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld . The c o n c e p t  o f  ’ t h e  o b j e c t i v e

w o r ld ’ i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  h o r iz o n ,  o r  i m p l i c i t  m e a n in g -c o n te x t ,  o f  th e

c o n c e p t  o f  'p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t * .  So H u s s e r l  m ust r e n d e r  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f

'o t h e r  s u b j e c t s '  c l e a r  i n  o r d e r  t o  make p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  s e n s e  o f

'o b j e c t i v e  w o r l d ' .

B ut i t  soon  becom es e v id e n t  t h a t  t h e  ra n g e  o f  su c h  a  t h e o r y  i s  
much g r e a t e r  th a n  a t  f i r s t  i t  seem s, t h a t  i t  c o n t r i b u t e s  to  
t h e  fo u n d in g  o f  a  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  th e o r y  o f  t h e  O b je c t iv e  w o rld  
a n d , in d e e d ,  t o  t h e  fo u n d in g  o f  su ch  a  t h e o r y  i n  e v e ry  r e s p e c t ,  
n o ta b ly  a s  r e g a r d s  O b je c t iv e  N a tu re .  The e x i s t e n c e - s e n s e  
rS e in s s in n * J  o f  th e  w o rld  and o f  N a tu re  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  a s  
O b je c t iv e  N a tu re ,  in c lu d e s  a f t e r  a l l ,  a s  we h a v e  a l r e a d y  
m e n tio n e d , t h e r e n e s s - f o r - e v e r y o n e .  T h is  i s  a lw a y s  c o - in te n d e d  
w h e re v e r  we s p e a k  o f  O b je c t iv e  a c t u a l i t y  (CM, p . 92 ; c f .  FTL, 
p .  2 3 3 ) .

H u s s e r l 's  p o in t  i s  q u i t e  c l e a r .  W henever we t a l k  a b o u t  th e  o b j e c t i v e  

w o rld  o f  n a t u r e ,  we mean so m e th in g  w h ich  i s  e x p e r ie n c e a b le  by  a n y o n e . 

C l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  ' i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y '  i s  t h e r e f o r e  a  

p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  co m prehend ing  'n a t u r e '  and  ' t h e  o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld ' 

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a lly .

Of c o u r s e ,  t h e  c o n c e p ts  o f  's p a c e '  an d  'o b j e c t i v e  t im e ' a r e  

im p l ie d  by  th e  c o n c e p ts  o f  'o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld ' an d  'n a t u r e ' .  They a r e  

i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e l y  c o n s t i t u t e d .  So a r e  a l l  c u l t u r a l  o b j e c t s  (CM, p .  92 ). 

We b e g in  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  h i e r a r c h y  o f  p ro b le m s  to  w h ich  H u s s e r l  

r e f e r r e d  (FTL, p .  2 4 0 ) . I n d e e d , many c o n c e p tu a l  r o a d s  l e a d  to  i n t e r -
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s u b j  a c t i v i t y . ^

9 . O b je c t iv e ly  V a l id  R e s u l t s  ( O b j e c t i v i t y ^)

T h is  i s  c o r r o b o r a te d  by  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  o n ly  t h e  

c o n c e p t o f  ’ t h e  w o r ld ’ w h ich  in v o lv e s  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y ;  w ha t we 

m e a n in g fu l ly  s a y  a b o u t  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld  a l s o  im p l ie s  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  

a c c e s s i b i l i t y .

A lth o u g h  h e  d o e s  n o t  d i s c u s s  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  ’o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  

r e s u l t s ’ a t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  f i f t h  m e d i t a t i o n ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  

t h a t  n o t io n  i s  c o n c e p tu a l ly  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a  s u c c e s s f u l  

r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y .  ’’ ’ O b je c t iv e ly  j o b je k t i 'v ^  

v a l i d  r e s u l t s ’— t h e  p h r a s e ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  s i g n i f i e s  n o th in g  b u t  r e s u l t s  

w h ich  h a v e  b e e n  r e f i n e d  by m u tu a l  c r i t i c i s m  and  t h a t  now w i th s t a n d  

e v e ry  c r i t i c i s m "  (CM, p . 5 ) .  C l e a r l y ,  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  ’ o b j e c t i v e l y  

v a l i d  r e s u l t s '  i s  c o n n e c te d  w i th  ’ s c i e n c e ’ i n  t h e  n o rm a t iv e  s e n s e .  I f  

a  s c i e n t i s t ,  i n  t h e  b ro ad  s e n s e ,  a r r i v e s  a t  a n  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t ,  

t h e n  i t  i s  t e s t a b l e  (and  th e r e b y  p u b l i c l y  a c c e s s i b l e )  and  so m e th in g  

a b o u t  w h ich  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  c an  t a l k  ( " r e f i n e d  by  m u tu a l  c r i t i c i s m " ) .

I f  t h e  r e s u l t  i s  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d ,  and  th u s  w i th s t a n d s  e v e ry  

c r i t i c i s m ,  i t  i s  r e g a rd e d  a s  t r u e .  C o n s e q u e n tly , t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  

’ s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  t e s t e d  t r u e  s t a t e m e n t ’ p r e s u p p o s e s  co m m u n ica tio n  and  

t h u s  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y .

T h is  c o n c e p t io n  o f  t r u t h  d o e s  n o t  h o ld  s im p ly  f o r  s c i e n c e .  I t  

i s  th e  e v e ry d a y  n o t io n .  F o r im a g in e  som eone s a y in g  t h a t  " ’ S i s  P ’ i s  

t r u e " ,  b u t  a d d in g  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no p o s s i b l e  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  e v id e n c e  

r e l e v a n t  t o  i t s  t r u t h .  R a t io n a l  p e r s o n s  w ou ld  s a y  t h a t  t h a t  p e r s o n  i s
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s p e a k in g  n o n s e n s i c a l ly .

H u s s e r l  e x p l i c i t l y  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  c o n n e c t io n  b e tw een  th e  t r u e

s ta t e m e n ts  t h a t  we make and th e  c o n c e p t  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  i n

F orm al and T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic .

F o r  w hat we a s s e r t e d  a s  a  l o g i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  p r e d i c a t i o n a l  
t r u t h  i s  m a n i f e s t ly  a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  a l s o  o f  t h e  w o r ld  o f  
e x p e r ie n c e ,  p r i o r  t o  th e  t r u t h  and th e  s c ie n c e  t h a t  e x p l i c a t e  
t h i s  w o rld  p r e d i c a t i v e l y .  W o r ld -e x p e r ie n c e , a s  c o n s t i t u t i v e ,  
s i g n i f i e s ,  n o t  j u s t  my q u i t e  p r i v a t e  e x p e r i e n c e ,  b u t  com m unity- 
e x p e r ie n c e : The w o rld  i t s e l f ,  a c c o r d in g  to  i t s  s e n s e ,  i s  th e
o n e  i d e n t i c a l  w o r ld , to  w h ich  a l l  o f  u s  n e c e s s a r i l y  h av e  
e x p e r i e n t i a l  a c c e s s ,  and a b o u t  w h ich  a l l  o f  u s  by ’ e x c h a n g in g ’ 
o u r  e x p e r ie n c e s — t h a t  i s :  by m aking  them  common— c a n  r e a c h  a
common u n d e r s ta n d in g ;  j u s t  a s  ’O b j e c t i v e ’ l e g i t i m a t i o n  d ep en d s 
on m u tu a l a s s e n t  and i t s  c r i t i c i s m  (FTL, p .  2 3 6 , f i r s t  and  l a s t  
em p h asis  m in e ) .

T h is  h o ld s  l ik e w is e  f o r  t h e  t r u t h s  o f  l o g i c .

The re m a rk a b le  s e n s e - d e te r m in a t io n s  o f  th e  t r u t h - c o n c e p t  t h a t  
l o g i c  m akes fu n d a m e n ta l ,  t h e  c o n c e p t o f  an  ’O b j e c t i v e ’ t r u t h  
— t h a t  i s  t o  s a y :  an  i n t e r s u b j a c t i v e l y  i d e n t i c a l  t r u t h —
e x te n d  to  a l l  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  t h a t  i t  e r e c t s  i n  i t s  th e o r y :  
i t s  ax iom s and  a l s o  i t s  th eo re m s (FTL, p .  195 , e m p h a s is  m in e ) .

10. O b je c t iv e ly  V a lid  R e s u l t s  i n  Phenom enology

H u s s e r l  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a  p r o p e r  

s u b s e t  o f  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s ;  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  

phenom enology i t s e l f .  H u s s e r l ’ s  ’’C a r te s i a n "  t a s k  i s  t o  make a  

r a d i c a l  b e g in n in g  so  t h a t  h e  can  c l a r i f y  t h e  fu n d a m e n ta l  c o n c e p ts  o f  

s c ie n c e  (CM, p p . 4 - 5 ) .  I f  H u s s e r l ’ s  p h i lo s o p h y  i s  t o  b e  g e n u in e ly  

r a d i c a l ,  th e n  h e  m ust be  a b le  t o  p r o v id e  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  

c h a r a c t e r  o f  phenom enology i t s e l f  ( a s  w e l l  a s  o f  t h e  "m undane" 

s c i e n c e s ) .

I f  H u s s e r l  i s  to  com prehend th e  n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t io n s  f o r  th e  

s c i e n t i f i c  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  phenom eno logy , th e n  h e  m ust
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a n a ly z e  t h e  n o t io n  ' r e p e a t a b i l i t y  o f  e v id e n c e ’ (CM, p .  1 0 ) . The 

e v id e n c e  f o r  H u s s e r l 's  ju d g e m e n ts  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  (and  s c i e n t i f i c  

a s s e r t i o n s  i n  g e n e r a l )  m ust b e  r e p e a t a b l e  by  a n y o n e . T h is  i s  so m e th in g  

t h a t  H u s s e r l  w a n ts  t o  u n d e r s ta n d  b y  a n a ly z in g  th e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  o t h e r  

s u b j e c t s .  F o r  we m ust be  a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  an d  r e i d e n t i f y  t h e  o b j e c t s  

o f  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e f l e c t i o n .  F u r th e rm o re , we m ust b e  a b le  t o  

u n d e rs ta n d  th e  a s s e r t i o n s  h e  m akes a b o u t  phenom ena. B o th  o f  t h e s e  

c o n d i t io n s  m ust o b t a in  i f  H u s s e r l 's  p h i lo s o p h y  i s  t o  b e  t e s t a b l e .

I f  H u s s e r l 's  p h i lo s o p h y  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  s e t  o f  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s ,  

a  t h i r d  c o n d i t io n  m ust o b t a i n .  Upon t e s t i n g  H u s s e r l 's  a s s e r t i o n s ,  t h a t  

i s ,  we f i n d  t h a t  th e y  a r e  a c c u r a t e  o r  t r u e .  H u s s e r l  m u st b e  a b l e  to  

s a y  "Anyone c a n  c o n s u l t  h i s  e x p e r ie n c e  and  c o n f irm  my ju d g e m e n ts ."

A n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t io n  f o r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  t h i s  s e n te n c e  fro m  a  p h en 

o m e n o lo g ic a l  s ta n d p o in t  w h i le  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e q u i r e 

m ent f o r  e v id e n c e  ( o r  e x p e r ie n c e s  w h ich  g ro u n d  ju d g e m e n ts )  i s  t o  

a n a ly z e  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s .

Even i n  o u r  f l e e t i n g  g la n c e  a t  w hat i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  i n  u s — i n  
me a lw a y s , i n  t h e  m e d i ta t in g  ego— a s  a  w o r ld ,  a s  w h o le  u n iv e r s e  
o f  b e in g ,  we n a t u r a l l y  c o u ld  n o t  a v o id  b e in g  m in d fu l  o f  'o t h e r s '  
a n d  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u t i n g s .  By m eans o f  t h e  a l i e n  c o n s t i t u t i n g s  
c o n s t i t u t e d  i n  my own s e l f ,  t h e r e  becom es c o n s t i t u t e d  f o r  me 
( a s  h a s  a l r e a d y  b een  m e n tio n e d )  t h e  common w o rld  f o r  ' a l l  o f  
u s ' . H ere  b e lo n g s  a l s o ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i n g  o f  a  
p h i lo s o p h y  a s  common t o  ' a l l  o f  u s '  who m e d i ta t e  t o g e t h e r — i d e a l l y ,  
a  s i n g l e  p h i lo s o p h ie  p e r e n n i s . B ut w i l l  o u r  e v id e n c e  s ta n d  
f i r m . . . ?  W il l  i t  n o t  become u n s t a b l e ,  s i n c e  we h a v e  n o t  c a r r i e d  
o u t  o u r  m e th o d ic  p r e d e l i n e a t i o n s  th ro u g h  t o  t h e  p o i n t  w here  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  b e in g  f o r  me o f  o t h e r s  ( a s  we a l l  f e e l ,  a  
v e r y  p u z z l in g  p o s s i b i l i t y )  and  th e  m ore p r e c i s e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  
b e in g  f o r  me a r e  u n d e r s ta n d a b le  and s i n c e  t h e  com plex  p ro b le m  o f  
t h e i r  b e in g  f o r  me h a s  n o t  b e e n  e x p l i c a t e d  (CM, p p . 8 7 -8 8 , f i r s t  
em p h asis  m in e )?

I f  H u s s e r l  i s  in c a p a b le  o f  r e s o l v in g  th e  p ro b le m , th e n  h e  m ust g iv e
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up th e  im p o r ta n t  c la im  t h a t  phenom enology i s  t h e  f o u n d a t io n a l  s c i e n c e ,  

s i n c e  i n  t h a t  c a s e  he  w ould b e  in c a p a b le  o f  p r o v id in g  an  a c c o u n t  o f  

o n e  o f  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l c o n c e p ts  o f  phenom enology and  th e  "m undane" 

s c ie n c e s .  H u s s e r l  h a s  to  u n d e rs ta n d  w hat i t  w ould  t a k e  f o r  phenom enology 

t o  b e  an  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  s c i e n c e .  He u n d e rs to o d  t h i s  p o i n t  q u i t e  

w e l l .

As b e g in n in g  p h i lo s o p h e r s  we m ust n o t  l e t  o u r s e lv e s  b e  f r i g h t e n e d  
by su c h  c o n s id e r a t io n s .  P e rh a p s  r e d u c t io n  t o  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  
ego o n ly  seem s to  e n t a i l  a  p e rm a n e n tly  s o l i p s i s t i c  s c ie n c e ;  
w h ereas  th e  c o n s e q u e n t ia l  e l a b o r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s c ie n c e ,  i n  
a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  i t s  own s e n s e ,  l e a d s  o v e r  to  a  phenom enology 
o f  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  a n d , by  m eans o f  t h i s ,  to  
a  u n i v e r s a l  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  p h ilo s o p h y  (CM, p .  3 0 ) .

H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t  seem  to  h av e  n o t ic e d  h e r e ,  h o w ev er, t h a t  a  s o l i p s i s t i c

s c ie n c e  i s  n o t  a  s c ie n c e  a t  a l l .  To b e  m ore a c c u r a t e — i f  phenom enology

i s  s c i e n t i f i c ,  th e n  H u s s e r l  h a s  n o t  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a lly  g ro u n d ed  h i s

b e l i e f  t h a t  i t  i s  u n t i l  h e  h a s  c l a r i f i e d  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y

and  su ch  r e l a t e d  n o t io n s  a s  ’ e v id e n c e ’ , ’ t r u t h ’ and  ’ i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e

i d e n t i f i a b i l i t y ’ .

I t  i s  n o te w o rth y  t h a t  I  have  n o t  s a id  t h a t  H u s s e r l  w ould  h a v e  

shown t h a t  h i s  a n a ly s e s  a r e  o b j e c t iv e  upon s u c c e s s f u l l y  c l a r i f y i n g  

t h e  c o n c e p t o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y .  R a th e r ,  h e  w i l l  h a v e  shown w ha t i t  

w i l l  t a k e  f o r  h i s  a n a ly s e s  t o  b e  o b j e c t i v e .  The o b j e c t i v i t y  o f  

v a r i o u s  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l a n a ly s e s  d ep en d s on o t h e r s , n o t  H u s s e r l .

T h a t i s ,  i t  i s  c o n t in g e n t  upon o t h e r s  u n d e r s ta n d in g  H u s s e r l ’ s  a n a ly s e s ,  

h o n e s t ly  c o n s u l t in g  t h e i r  e x p e r ie n c e s ,  and f in d i n g  t h a t  w ha t H u s s e r l  

h a s  t o  sa y  i s  t r u e .  To b e  m ore p r e c i s e ,  i t  i s  c o n t in g e n t  upon  th e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c o n f i r m a tio n  o f  H u s s e r l ’ s  c o n te n t io n s  by  o t h e r s .  I  

am n o t  b eg g in g  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  th e  o b j e c t i v i t y  o f  H u s s e r l ’ s  a n a ly s e s .
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R a th e r ,  I  am p o i n t in g  o u t t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  w ould  h a v e  to  be  m et 

i n  o r d e r  f o r  H u s s e r l 's  a n a ly s e s  to  b e  o b j e c t i v e .

S in c e  H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t  show t h a t  h i s  a n a ly s e s  a r e  o b j e c t i v e ,  

w ha t d o e s  h e  t r y  t o  c l a r i f y  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v i t y  o f  

phenom enology? As I  h ave  e x p la in e d ,  H u s s e r l  w i l l  h a v e  shown (a ssu m in g  

t h a t  h i s  a n a l y s i s  i s  s u c c e s s f u l )  how t h e  o b j e c t i v i t y  o f  phenom enology 

i s  c o m p re h e n s ib le  from  a  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l p o i n t  o f  v ie w . T h is  i s  

q u i t e  im p o r ta n t  t o  H u s s e r l ,  a s  h e  m a in ta in s  t h a t  no  b a s i c  c o n c e p t i s  

r e n d e r e d  u n a n a ly s a b le  by a d o p t in g  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l s t a n d p o i n t .

11. D i f f e r e n t  and O th e r  Egos

L ik e  D e s c a r t e s ' M e d i ta t io n s  o f  F i r s t  P h i lo s o p h y , H u s s e r l 's

C a r te s i a n  M e d i ta t io n s  a r e  o rd e re d  m ore o r  l e s s  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e

p r i o r i t y  o f  e a c h  p ro b lem . H u s s e r l  c o n c e iv e s  o f  h i s  p ro b le m s  i n

C a r te s i a n  M e d i ta t io n s  a s  fo rm in g  a  h i e r a r c h a l  s e t .

As a  m a t te r  o f  f a c t ,  we s h a l l  s e e  t h a t ,  i n  a  c e r t a i n  m anner a  
t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  s o l ip s i s m  i s  o n ly  a  s u b o r d in a te  s t a g e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y ;  
th o u g h , a s  s u c h , i t  m ust f i r s t  b e  d e l i n e a t e d  f o r  p u rp o s e s  o f  m eth o d , 
i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  p ro b le m s o f  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  i n t e r s u b j  a c t i v i t y , 
a s  p ro b le m s b e lo n g in g  to  a  h ig h e r  l e v e l , may be  c o r r e c t l y  s t a t e d  
and a t t a c k e d  (CM, p p . 3 0 -3 1 , e m p h a s is  m in e ) .

I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  i t  i s  no a c c id e n t  t h a t  t h e  s o l i p s i s t i c  s t a g e  o f

phenom enology in c lu d e s  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  an y  ego i n

t h e  f o u r t h  m e d i ta t io n .

The p o i n t  i s  t h a t  H u s s e r l  h a s  t o  e x p l i c a t e  how an  ego a s  su c h  

i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  b e f o r e  h e  c an  p ro c e e d  t o  c l a r i f y  how an  a l t e r  ego i s  

c o n s t i t u t e d  f o r  me. By t r e a t i n g  h i s  own c o n s c io u s n e s s  a s  an  in s t a n c e  

o f  t h e  k in d  " e g o " ,  H u s s e r l  u n c o v e rs  t h e  f e a t u r e s  t h a t  m ust h o ld  i f



196

a n y th in g  i s  t o  be  c o n s t i t u t e d  a s  an  e g o .

T h is  e x p l i c a t i o n  t h e r e f o r e  c o n c e rn s  my de  f a c t o  ego o n ly  so  
f a r  a s  t h e  l a t t e r  i s  on e  o f  t h e  p u r e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t o  b e  a c q u i r e d  
by  h i s  f r e e - f a n t a s y  v a r i a t i o n  ( f i c t i v e  c h a n g in g )  o f  h i m s e l f .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  a s  e i d e t i c ,  t h e  e x p l i c a t i o n  i s  v a l i d  f o r  t h e  u n iv e r s e  
o f  t h e s e , my p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a n  e g o , my p o s s i b i l i t i e s  
nam ely o f  b e in g  o th e r w is e ;  a c c o r d in g ly  th e n  i t  i s  v a l i d  a l s o  
f o r  e v e ry  p o s s ib l e  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  r e l a t e d  ( w i th  a  c o r r e s 
p o n d in g  m o d i f ic a t i o n )  t o  t h e s e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  an d  v a l i d  l i k e 
w is e  f o r  e v e ry  w o rld  im a g in a b le  a s  c o n s t i t u t e d  i n  su c h  a n  
i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  (CM, p p . 8 4 -8 5 , e m p h a s is  m in e ) .

T h a t i s ,  H u s s e r l 's  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  e i d e t i c ,  o r  h o ld s  f o r  a n y  ego

w h a ts o e v e r .

One f e a t u r e  o f  any  ego w h a ts o e v e r  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  a  s y s te m  o f

i n t e n t i o n a l i t i e s .  " I t  i s  th u s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  e g o ,

c o n s t a n t ly  to  have  s y s te m s  o f  i n t e n t i o n a l i t y - . (CM, p .  6 5 ) .  But

n o t  a l l  sy s te m s  a r e  c o m p a t ib le  w i th  o t h e r s .

B ut i n  a  u n i t a r i l y  p o s s i b l e  ego n o t  o n ly  s i n g l y  p o s s i b l e  ty p e s  
a r e  c o m p o s s ib le , and  n o t  a l l  c o m p o s s ib le  o n e s  a r e  c o m p o s s ib le  
i n  j u s t  an y  o r d e r ,  a t  no m a t t e r  w ha t l o c i  i n  t h e  e g o ’ s  own 
t e m p o r a l i t y  (CM, p . 7 4 ) .

I n s t a n t i a t i o n s  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  k in d  " sy s te m  o f  i n t e n t i o n a l i t y "  a r e

in c o m p a tib le  w i th  one a n o th e r .  B u t i f  t h i s  i s  s o ,  th e n  H u s s e r l  h a s

a l r e a d y  made s e n s e  o f  a  p l u r a l i t y  o f  d i f f e r e n t  c o n s c io u s n e s s e s  i n  t h e

f o u r t h  m e d i ta t io n .  D avid  C a r r  h a s  p u t  t h i s  w e l l :  "T he monad a s  su c h  a

s y s te m  o f  c o m p o s s i b i l i t i e s  m akes no s e n s e  e x c e p t  by  r e f e r e n c e  t o  o t h e r

p o s s i b l e  s y s t e m s . . . "  (PPH, p . 8 8 ) .

T h is  p e r m i ts  u s  t o  d e l i m i t  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  

m ore p r e c i s e l y .  I  c o n c u r  w i th  C a r r  i n  t h in k i n g  t h a t  t h e  c o n c e p t  ' a l t e r  

e g o ’ i s  n o t  synonym ous w i th  ' a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  ( d i f f e r e n t )  e g o s ' (PPH, 

p .  8 7 ) .

B ut i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  to  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw e e n  d i f f e r e n t  e g o s  and  
o th e r  e g o s . . .  The e i d e t i c  a p p ro a c h  c o n c e iv e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  eg o s
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w ith o u t  c o n c e iv in g  o f  a n y  r e l a t i o n  among th e m , o t h e r  th a n  t h e i r  
e s s e n c e  an d  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e .  B u t t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  o b j e c t i v i t y ,  
i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  F i f t h  M e d i ta t io n ,  p l a c e s  ego  and  a l t e r  ego i n  
i n t e n t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n , s i n c e  t h e  ego r e f e r s  h i s  w o r ld ,  o r  th e  
t h i n g s  i n  i t ,  t o  o t h e r s .  The ego i n  t h e  f u l l e s t  s e n s e ,  i . e . ,  
t h e  m onad, may d i f f e r  from  my own. B u t t h e  p ro b le m  now i s  to  
m ake s e n s e  o f  th e  a l t e r  ego  f o r  t h a t  e g o , w h o ev e r h e  may be  
(PPH, p .  8 8 , f i r s t  e m p h asis  m in e ) .

W hat d o e s  t h i s  h a v e  to  do w i t h  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y ?  

The f i r s t  i s  t h a t  a d d r e s s in g  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  any  

ego i s  a  p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  a n a ly z in g  how t h e  a l t e r  ego i s  f o r  o n e 's  

own c o n s c io u s n e s s .  F o r  so m e th in g  m ust b e  c o n s t i t u t e d  a s  an  ego i f  i t  

i s  t a k e n  t o  b e  a n  a l t e r  e g o . The o r d e r  i n  w h ich  H u s s e r l  a d d re s s e d  

p ro b le m s  m i r r o r s  t h e  c o n c e p tu a l  p o in t  t h a t  ' a l t e r  e g o ' im p l ie s  ' e g o ' .  

S e c o n d ly , H u s s e r l 's  p ro b le m  i s  n o t  t o  c o n c e iv e  o f  a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  

d i f f e r e n t  c o n s c io u s n e s s e s  ( i n  t h e  f i f t h  m e d i t a t i o n ) . F o r  t h a t  h a s  

a l r e a d y  b een  a c h ie v e d  by th e  e i d e t i c  c h a r a c t e r  o f  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l 

d e s c r i p t i o n s .  I t  s im p ly  h a s  n o t  b een  " f u l f i l l e d " .

1 2 . The I n t e r l o c u t o r  R e c o n s id e re d

H e r e to f o r e  I  have  t r e a t e d  th e  i n t e r l o c u t o r ' s  o b j e c t io n  a s  

s im p ly  a  m is u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  H u s s e r l 's  p h enom eno logy . B u t t h e r e  i s  

a  l e g i t i m a t e  c r i t i c i s m  w h ich  i s ,  p e r h a p s ,  i m p l i c i t  i n  w h a t t h e  

i n t e r l o c u t o r  s a y s .

D av id  C a r r  e x p la in s  th e  p o i n t  c l e a r l y :

A m ore a c c u r a te  s ta te m e n t  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  p r o c e d u r e . . .  
i s  t h a t  i t  c o n s id e r s  e v e r y th in g  m ean t p u r e ly  ^  i t  i s  m eant 
( c o g i ta tu m  qua c o g ita tu m ) and w i th h o ld s  an y  o t h e r  a t t i t u d e  
to w a rd s  i t . . . .  B u t . . . i t  c o u ld  b e  a rg u e d  t h a t  t h e  a l t e r  ego i s  
n o t  s u s c e p t i b l e  to  t h i s  k in d  o f  t r e a tm e n t :  h e  c a n n o t  even  be
c o n s id e r e d  p u r e ly  a s  m ea n t; o r ,  t o  t h e  d e g re e  t h a t  h e  i s ,  he  i s  
no  lo n g e r  a n  e g o . Thus t h e  c o n c e p t o f  t h e  eg o  i n  g e n e r a l  i s  
in c o m p a t ib le  w i th  t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l c o n c e p t  o f  s o m e th in g  g iv e n .
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a t  l e a s t  i f  t h e  a l t e r  ego i s  t o  b e  c o n s id e r e d  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  
and  n o t  m e re ly  w o r ld ly » To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  h e  i s  g iv e n  h e  i s  
n o t  a  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  e g o , an d  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  h e  i s  a  t r a n s 
c e n d e n ta l  ego h e  i s  n o t  g iv e n .  (PPH, p .  8 9 , l a s t  two em phases 
m in e ) .

I  s a y  " p e rh a p s  i m p l i c i t  i n  w h a t t h e  i n t e r l o c u t o r  s a y s ” , f o r

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  good d e a l  m ore i n  C a r r 's  e x p la n a t io n  th a n

I n  t h e  t e x t .  C a r r 's  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  d o e s  e x p la i n  t h e  i n t e r l o c u t o r ' s

d im  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  s u b j e c t  i s  a  s p e c i a l  c a s e :

B u t w hat a b o u t  o t h e r  e g o s ,  who s u r e l y  a r e  n o t  a  m ere  i n te n d in g  
an d  in te n d e d  i n  m e, m e re ly  s y n t h e t i c  u n i t i e s  o f  p o s s i b l e  
v e r i f i c a t i o n  i n  m e, b u t ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e i r  s e n s e ,  p r e c i s e l y  
o th e r s ?  (CM, p .  8 9 ) .

B ut t h e r e  i s  no e v id e n c e  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r l o c u t o r  r e a l i z e s  t h e  way i n
7

w h ich  t h e  o t h e r  s u b je c t  i s  a  s p e c i a l  c a s e ,  a s  d o e s  C a r r .

S t i l l ,  t h e  o b j e c t io n  t h a t  C a rr  s t a t e s  m ore c l e a r l y  h a s  b een

a d v o c a te d  e ls e w h e re  by  S a r t r e :

Now w hat o u g h t t o  b e  d e m o n s tra te d  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  t h e  
p a r r a l l e l i s m  o f  t h e  e m p i r ic a l  'E g o s ' w h ich  th ro w s  d o u b t on  th e  
p e r s o n  b u t  t h a t  o f  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  s u b j e c t s .  T h is  i s  
b e c a u s e  a c t u a l l y  t h e  O th e r  i s  n e v e r  t h a t  e m p i r i c a l  p e r s o n  who i s  
e n c o u n te re d  i n  my e x p e r ie n c e ;  h e  i s  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  s u b j e c t  to  
whom t h i s  p e rs o n  by  n a tu r e  r e f e r s .  Thus t h e  t r u e  p ro b le m  i s  
t h a t  o f  t h e  c o n n e c t io n  o f  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  s u b j e c t s  who a r e  beyond 
e x p e r i e n c e . . . .  What I  m ust a t t a i n  i s  t h e  O th e r ,  n o t  a s  I  
o b t a i n  know ledge o f  h im , b u t  a s  he  o b t a i n s  k now ledge  o f  h im s e l f ,  
w h ic h  i s  im p o s s ib le  (BN, p .  3 1 7 ) .

B ut m ost im p o r ta n t ly ,  t h e  p a ra d o x  w h ich  I  h a v e  p r e s e n te d  i s  one  

t h a t  H u s s e r l  m ust r e s o l v e ,  and th u s  fo rm s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  

i n t e r  su b j e c t i v i t y . F o r  H u s s e r l  h a s  t o  make p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  s e n s e  

o f  t h e  c o - c o n s t i t u t o r  o f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld ;  an d  a n y  c o - c o n s t i t u t o r  

i s  on  p r i n c i p l e  a  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  s u b j e c t .  A c o n se q u e n c e  o f  t h i s  

o b s e r v a t io n  i s  t h a t  n o t  a l l  o f  S a r t r e ' s  c r i t i c i s m s  a r e  o f f - b a s e .

1 3 . N o n -A p o d ic tic  E v id e n c e
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A lth o u g h  H u s s e r l  h a s  n o t  c l a r i f i e d  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  phenom enology 

i s  s c i e n t i f i c  ( a t  l e a s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  f i f t h  m e d i t a t i o n ) , h e  d o e s  

a n a ly z e  some o f  t h e  b a s ic  c o n c e p ts  o f  s c ie n c e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  and  t h i r d  

m e d i t a t io n s .  S in c e  t h e s e  c o n c e p ts ,  w h ich  in c lu d e  'e v i d e n c e ' ,  ' t r u t h '  

an d  ' r e a s o n ' ,  in v o lv e  i n t e r s u h j e c t i v i t y  a s  c o - in t e n d e d ,  H u s s e r l 's  

a n a ly s e s  o f  them  a r e  n o t  f u l l y  g rounded  p r i o r  t o  t h e  f i f t h  m e d i ta t io n .

B ut th o s e  a n a ly s e s  a r e  n o t  t h e r e  s im p ly  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  con

c e p tu a l  c l a r i t y .  F o r  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e s e  a n a ly s e s  am ount t o  c e r t a i n  

r u l e s  t h a t  H u s s e r l  m ust f o l lo w . F o r ex am p le , h e  m ust f o l lo w  h i s  " f i r s t  

m e th o d o lo g ic a l  p r i n c i p l e "  t o  " n e i t h e r  make n o r  go on a c c e p t in g  any  

ju d g em en t a s  s c i e n t i f i c  t h a t  I  h ave  n o t  d e r iv e d  from  e v id e n c e . . . "

(CM, p .  1 3 ) . H u s s e r l  i s  dem anding t h a t  h i s  a n a ly s e s  b e  s c i e n t i f i c  

b e f o r e  f u l l y  c l a r i f y i n g  th o s e  c o n c e p ts  (o r  g ro u n d in g  them ) by b r in g in g  

th e  c o n c e p t o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  i n to  t h e  p i c t u r e .  ( H u s s e r l 's  " f i r s t  

m e th o d o lo g ic a l  p r i n c i p l e "  d o e s  n o t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  in v o lv e  a c c e p t in g  th e  

m eth o d s o f  t h e  de  f a c t o  s c ie n c e s .  T h a t i s ,  H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t  demand t h a t  

h i s  e v id e n c e  b e  o f  a  c e r t a i n  s o r t ,  su ch  a s  t h e  e v id e n c e  th ro u g h  s e n s e -  

p e r c e p t io n .  H u s s e r l 's  " f i r s t  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  p r i n c i p l e "  i s  n e u t r a l  

w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  k in d  o f  e v id e n c e , inasm uch  a s  H u s s e r l  dem ands o n ly  

t h a t  t h e r e  ^  e v id e n c e . I n  f a c t ,  H u s s e r l  i n s i s t s  t h a t  one  m ust n o t  

demand a  k in d  o f  e v id e n c e  t h a t  i s  i n a p p l i c a b l e  to  t h e  s u b je c t  a t  h an d . 

B a th e r ,  one  m ust a c c e p t  th o s e  ju d g e m e n ts  f o r  w h ich  one  h a s  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  

k in d  o f  e v id e n c e . B ut th o s e  ju d g e m e n ts  m ust b e  a c c e p te d  o n ly  w i th in  t h e  

l i m i t s  t h a t  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  e v id e n c e  p e r m i t s . )  ( I d e a s ,  p .  8 3 ) .

Now i f  H u s s e r l  i s  to  a c c e p t  ju d g e m e n ts  o n ly  w i t h in  t h e  l i m i t s  

t h a t  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  e v id e n c e  p e r m i t s ,  th e n  h e  m ust c h a r a c t e r i z e
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t h e  k in d  o f  e v id e h c e  w h ich  p e r t a i n s  t o  v a r i o u s  ju d g e m e n ts  and  exam ine 

i t s  r a n g e . T h is  i s ,  a c c o r d in g ly ,  a  demand t h a t  H u s s e r l  m akes f o r  h i s  

a n a ly s e s  CCM, p .  1 3 ) .  N a t u r a l l y ,  t h i s  a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  i n t e n t i o n a l  

a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t o f  'o t h e r  s u b j e c t s ' .  H u s s e r l 's  r e s p o n s e s  t o  

t h e s e  q u e s t io n s  a r e  w e ll-k n o w n . The k in d  o f  e v id e n c e  w h ich  p e r t a i n s  

t o  o t h e r  s u b je c t s  i s  p e r c e p tu a l ,  a l th o u g h  t h e  o t h e r  s u b j e c t ' s  m e n ta l  

l i f e  c a n n o t b e  g iv e n  d i r e c t l y  (CM, p . 1 1 1 ) . And t h e  e v id e n c e  i n  w h ich  

o t h e r  s u b je c t s  a r e  g iv e n  i s  n o t  a p o d i c t i c  (CM, p .  1 4 9 ) .

14 . A New R e f u ta t io n  o f  S o l ip s is m

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  H u s s e r l 's  a n a l y s i s  am o u n ts  t o  an  i n d i r e c t  

r e f u t a t i o n  o f  s o l ip s i s m .  I  t h in k  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a c c o m p lish e d  by  h i s  

d i s c u s s io n  o f  t h e  e v id e n c e  and e x p e r ie n c e  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  ju d g em en t 

'1  e x p e r ie n c e  o t h e r s ' .  I  s a y  " i n d i r e c t " ,  s i n c e  i t  i s  n o t  t h e  s o r t  o f  

r e f u t a t i o n  o f  s o l ip s i s m  m en tio n e d  e a r l i e r  i n  t h i s  p a p e r .  H u s s e r l  

d o e s  n o t  d e m o n s tra te  t h a t  a l t e r  e g o s  e x i s t .  B ut t h e r e  i s  a n  i m p l i c i t  

r e s p o n s e  t o  c e r t a i n  a rg u m e n ts  t h a t  a  s o l i p s i s t  m ig h t fo rw a rd .

A s o l i p s i s t  m ig h t a rg u e  t h a t  on e  c a n n o t know t h a t  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s

e x i s t  on t h e  g ro u n d s  t h a t

. . .k n o w led g e  a b o u t e x i s t e n c e  and n o n - e x i s te n c e  o f  e v e r y th in g  
o u t s i d e  t h e  s e l f  o r i g i n a t e s  i n  im m ed ia te  e x p e r ie n c e ,  o r  ' t h e  
g i v e n ' ,  w h ich  i s  n o t  s t r i c t l y  s h a r e d ;  and  s e c o n d , t h a t  to  an y  
g iv e n  p e r s o n ,  t h e  i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y  o f  e x i s t e n t i a l  c la im s  o r i g i n a t e s  
i n  h i s  own im m ed ia te  e x p e r ie n c e  (EPS, p .  4 9 0 ) .

S in c e  t h e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  o th e r  s u b j e c t s  a r e  n o t  " g iv e n  i n  im m ed ia te

e x p e r ie n c e " ,  o n e  c a n n o t know t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s .  How w ould

H u s s e r l  re s p o n d  to  t h i s  a rg u m en t?

My r e s p o n s e  on H u s s e r l 's  b e h a l f  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  s p e c u l a t i v e ,  a s
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h e  made o n ly  i n d i r e c t  comm ents on  t h e  r e f u t a t i o n  o f  s o l i p s i s m .  B u t 

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  h e  w ould  c o m p la in  a b o u t  t h e  a m b ig u ity  o f  * im m ed ia te  

e x p e r ie n c e ’ f i r s t  o f  a l l .  I t  c a n n o t s im p ly  m ean t h a t  w hoever f i n d s  o u t  

a n  e m p i r ic a l  f a c t  d o e s  so  on h i s  own, f o r  t h a t  i s  n e u t r a l  w i th  

r e s p e c t  t o  s o l ip s i s m .

On one i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  two t h e s e s  c i t e d  a b o v e , th e y  im p ly  

t h a t  a  p e rs o n  knows o n ly  h im s e l f  and h i s  m e n ta l  s t a t e s .  So w henever a  

p e rs o n  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  h e  e x p e r ie n c e s  (and th e r e b y  know s) a n o th e r  p e r s o n ,  

t h e  s u rro u n d in g  w o r ld ,  o r  t h in g s  i n  i t ,  h e  a c t u a l l y  e x p e r ie n c e s  o n ly  

h i s  m e n ta l  s t a t e s -  H u s s e r l  w ould  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  r a d i c a l  

d i f f e r e n c e s  be tw een  how e a ch  o f  t h e s e  a r e  e x p e r ie n c e d .

Of c o u r s e ,  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  s e t t l e  t h e  i s s u e .  T h a t we t a k e  o u r  

e x p e r ie n c e s  to  be  o f  d i f f e r e n t  " o b je c t s "  d o e s  n o t  im p ly  t h a t  th e y  a r e  

i n  f a c t  d i f f e r e n t .  S t i l l ,  H u s s e r l 's  d e s c r i p t i o n s  c l a r i f y  t h e  

phenom ena; and  t h e  b u rd e n  o f  a c c o u n t in g  f o r  t h e s e  a p p a r e n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  

l i e s  w i th  th e  s o l i p s i s t .  What e v id e n c e  d o e s  t h e  s o l i p s i s t  h a v e  f o r  

h i s  ju d g em en t t h a t  a l l  o f  h i s  e x p e r ie n c e s  a r e  o f  h im s e l f  o f  h i s  m e n ta l  

s t a t e s ?  I f  h i s  ju d g em en t i s  s c i e n t i f i c ,  t h e n  t h e r e  m u st b e  some e v id e n c e  

fro m  w h ich  i t  i s  d e r iv e d .

The e v id e n c e  w h ich  w ould  seem  t o  b e  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h a t  ju d g em en t 

w ould b e  on e  o f  two k in d s :  e x p e r i e n t i a l  o r  c o n c e p tu a l .  B ut e x p e r ie n c e

c a n n o t s u p p o r t  t h e  s o l i p s i s t .  F o r i n  v a r i o u s  k in d s  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  we 

b e l i e v e  t h a t  we e x p e r ie n c e  t h in g s  o t h e r  th a n  o u r  m e n ta l  s t a t e s .  I t  i s  

t r u e  t h a t  some o f  t h e  b e l i e f s  t h a t  we b a s e  on e x p e r ie n c e  a r e  " c a n c e l l e d " .  

I  may b e l i e v e  t h a t  I  s e e  t h e  f r o n t  o f  a  b u i l d i n g ,  f o r  e x a m p le , u n t i l  

I  w alk  t o  th e  o t h e r  s id e  and  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  i t  i s  a  s ta g e - p r o p .  A l t e r 
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n a t i v e l y ,  o n e  m ay h a l l u c i n a t e  o r  u n d e rg o  a  p e r c e p tu a l  i l l u s i o n  and  l a t e r  

d i s c o v e r  t h a t  t h a t  w as t h e  c a s e .  B ut th e  c o r r e c t i o n  o f  s u c h  ju d g e 

m e n ts  i s  b a s e d  on f u r t h e r  e x p e r i e n c e . I t  i s  a  l a c k  o f  harm ony i n  

p r e - t h e m a t i c  a n t i c i p a t i o n s  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  c a n c e l l a t i o n s ,  d o u b t s ,  e t c .  

H ow ever, a. g r e a t  num ber o f  o u r  b e l i e f s  a r e  n e v e r  m o d if ie d  i n  t h i s  way. 

Our e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  t h e  w o rld  a r e ,  f o r  t h e  m ost p a r t ,  h a rm o n io u s . 

E x p e r ie n c e  n e v e r  l e a d s  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n c lu s io n  ’ I  n e v e r  e x p e r ie n c e  

o t h e r  s u b j e c t s ,  b u t  o n ly  my m e n ta l  s t a t e s ' ,  a l th o u g h  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

c a s e  I  m ig h t c o n c lu d e  t h a t  ' I  th o u g h t  I  e x p e r ie n c e d  som eone e l s e ,  b u t  

d i d  n o t ' .  T h is  p o in t  a b o u t  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  i s  a  s p e c i a l  c a s e  o f  a  

g e n e r a l  t r u t h  t h a t  H u s s e r l  r e c o g n iz e d  a b o u t  t h e  n a t u r a l  s t a n d p o i n t .

'T h e ' w o r ld  i s  a  f a c t - w o r l d  a lw a y s  t h e r e ;  a t  t h e  m ost i t  i s  a t  
odd  p o i n t s  ' o t h e r '  th a n  I  s u p p o s e d , t h i s  o r  t h a t  u n d e r  su c h  
nam es a s  ' i l l u s i o n ' ,  ' h a l l u c i n a t i o n ' ,  and  th e  l i k e ,  m ust b e  
s t r u c k  o u t  o f  i t , so  to  s p e a k ;  b u t  t h e  ' i t '  r e m a in s  e v e r ,  i n  
t h e  s e n s e  o f  th e  g e n e r a l  t h e s i s ,  a  w o r ld c th a t  h a s  i t s  b e in g  
o u t  t h e r e  ( I d e a s ,  p .  9 6 ) .

S o , e x p e r ie n c e  c a n n o t c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  e v id e n c e  f o r  t h e  s o l i p s i s t ' s

t h e s i s .

P e rh a p s  a  c o n c e p tu a l  a n a l y s i s  w i l l  show t h a t  t h e  n a t u r a l  s t a n d 

p o i n t  i s  fu n d a m e n ta l ly  c o n fu s e d  and  th u s  s u p p o r t  t h e  s o l i p s i s t ' s  

t h e s i s .  B ut a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  w hat we mean b y  ' I  e x p e r ie n c e  o t h e r s ' ,  

w h ic h  H u s s e r l  d o e s  by c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  

and  t h e  e v id e n c e  w h ich  p e r t a i n s  t o  t h a t  ju d g e m e n t, w i l l  n o t  h e lp  t h e  

s o l i p s i s t ,  e i t h e r .  F o r b r i e f l y ,  w hat we mean by  ' I  e x p e r ie n c e  a n o th e r  

s u b j e c t '  i s  ' I  h a v e  h a rm o n io u s  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  w hat I  t a k e  t o  b e  a n o th e r
g

s u b j e c t ,  and  n one  o f  th o s e  e x p e r ie n c e s  c o n f l i c t  w i th  t h a t  b e l i e f ' .

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , w hat we mean by  ' I  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  I  p e r c e iv e d  a n o th e r  

s u b j e c t ,  b u t  d id  n o t '  i s  'My e x p e r ie n c e  o f  w hat I  to o k  t o - b e  a n o th e r
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s u b je c t  was n o t  h a rm o n io u s* .

The s o l i p s i s t  w ould  o b j e c t  t h a t  h a rm o n io u s  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  w hat

one  t a k e s  t o  b e  a n o th e r  s u b je c t  d o e s  n o t  g u a r a n te e  t h a t  one  i n  f a c t

e x p e r ie n c e s  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t .  To t h i s  H u s s e r l  w ou ld  r e p l y  " g r a n t e d " .

In d e e d , th e  e v id e n c e  f o r  t h e  ju d g em e n t * I  e x p e r ie n c e  o t h e r s '  i s  n o n -

a p o d i c t i c .  B ut t h e  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  t h e  s o l i p s i s t  f o rw a r d s  h i s  t h e s i s  o n ly

by  dem anding  a  s o r t  o f  e v id e n c e  w h ich  c a n n o t b e  h a d . The n a t u r e  o f

t h e  c a s e ,  r e v e a le d  by  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  ju d g e m e n t * I  e x p e r ie n c e  o t h e r s ' ,

i s  su c h  t h a t  t h e r e  c a n  b e  no g u a ra n te e  ( o r  a p o d i c t i c  e v id e n c e )  f o r

t h a t  ju d g e m e n t. One m ust c a r e f u l l y  a n a ly z e  t h e  m ean in g  o f  a  ju d g em en t

i n  o r d e r  t o  u n d e rs ta n d  w hat s o r t  o f  e v id e n c e  i s  r e l e v a n t  t o  g ro u n d in g

i t .  L ack  o f  su c h  a n a l y s i s  ca n  l e a d  t o  c o n fu s e d  t h e s e s  l i k e  t h a t  o f  t h e

s o l i p s i s t .  The s o l i p s i s t ' s  t h e s i s  i s  th u s  c o m p a ra b le  t o  t h e  c o n te n t io n

t h a t  o n e  c a n n o t s e e  a  p h y s i c a l . o b j e c t  u n l e s s  o n e  c a n  s e e  a l l  o f  i t s
9

c o n te n t  s im u l ta n e o u s ly .

The s k e tc h  o f  H u s s e r l 's  r e s p o n s e  t o  s o l i p s i s m  i s  t e x t u a l l y

s u p p o r te d .  H u s s e r l  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  h e  h a s  a c c o m p lis h e d  t h e  t a s k  a t

t h e  end  o f  t h e  f i f t h  m e d i t a t io n .

W ith in  t h e  bounds o f  p o s i t i v i t y  we sa y  and  f i n d  i t  o b v io u s  t h a t ,  
i n  my own e x p e r ie n c e ,  I  e x p e r ie n c e  n o t  o n ly  m y s e lf  b u t  o t h e r s —  
i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  fo rm : e x p e r ie n c in g  som eone e l s e .  The
i n d u b i t a b l e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  e x p l i c a t i o n  showed u s  n o t  o n ly  t h a t  
t h i s  p o s i t i v e  s ta te m e n t  i s  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l l y  l e g i t i m a t e  b u t  a l s o  
t h a t  th e  c o n c r e te ly  a p p re h e n d e d  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  ego  (who f i r s t  
becom es aw are  o f  h i m s e l f ,  w i th  h i s  u n d e te rm in e d  h o r iz o n ,  when he 
e f f e c t s  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  r e d u c t io n )  g r a s p s  o t h e r s :  o t h e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l
e g o s , th o u g h  th e y  a r e  g iv e n ,  n o t  o r i g i n a l i t e r  an d  i n  u n q u a l i f i e d l y  
a p o d i c t i c  e v id e n c e ,  b u t  o n ly  i n  a n  e v id e n c e  b e lo n g in g  t o  'e x t e r n a l '  
e x p e r ie n c e .  (CM, p p . 1 4 8 -1 4 9 , f i r s t  e m p h a s is  m in e ) .

T h is  r e s p o n s e  i n d i c a t e s  a  p ro b le m  t h a t  n e e d e d  t o  b e  s o lv e d .  P a r t  o f

H u s s e r l 's  p ro b le m  o f  i n t e r  s u b j  e c t i v i t y  i s  t o  show  t h a t  s o l ip s i s m  i s
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a n  a b s u rd  t h e s i s  t h a t  r e s t s  on c e r t a i n  unexam ined  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s  

a b o u t w hat e v id e n c e  c o n f irm s  th e  ju d g em en t ’ I  e x p e r ie n c e  o t h e r s ' .

B ut show ing t h i s  i s  v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  fro m  g iv in g  th e  k in d  o f  

s t r a ig h t f o r w a r d  r e f u t a t i o n  o f  s o l ip s i s m  w h ich  some o f  H u s s e r l 's  

c r i t i c s  h ave  ta k e n  him  t o  be a t t e m p t in g .
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CHAPTER V

NOTES

1 . I  am in d e b te d  to  P r o f e s s o r s  Jo h n  B i r o ,  D av id  C a r r ,  an d  J .  N.
M ohanty f o r  t h e i r  h e l p f u l  com m ents on  and c r i t i c i s m s  o f  an  e a r l i e r  
v e r s io n  o f  t h i s  p a p e r .  W hatever e r r o r s  t h a t  re m a in  a r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .

2 . D avid  C a r r ’ s  p u b l i c a t i o n s  on t h i s  t o p i c  a r e  a  n o t a b l e  e x c e p t io n  
to  t h i s  r u l e ,  a s  h e  d e v o te s  c o n s id e r a b le  a t t e n t i o n  t o  H u s s e r l 's  
p ro b le m . H ow ever, I  d i s c u s s  some a s p e c t s  o f  th e  p ro b le m  o f  i n t e r 
s u b j e c t i v i t y  w h ich  C a rr  d o e s  n o t  e x p l i c a t e .  W hereas h e  c o n c e n t r a t e s  
on t h e  o b j e c t i v i t y  o f  th e  w o r ld , I  p a y  a t t e n t i o n  to  t h e  o b j e c t i v i t y  
o f  some o f  th e  t h in g s  t h a t  we s a y  a b o u t  i t .

3 . A lf re d  S c h ü tz , C o l le c te d  P a p e rs  I I I , "The P ro b lem  o f  T ra n s c e n d e n ta l  
I n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  i n  H u s s e r l " ,  t r a n s .  F r e d e r i c k  K e r s te n ,  The H ague, 
M a r t in u s  N i j h o f f ,  1966, p p . 5 6 -7 , em p h a s is  m in e . H e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d
to  a s  " C P I I I " .  I t  i s  somewhat m is le a d in g  t o  s a y  t h a t  S a r t r e  and 
S c h ü tz  b e l i e v e  t h a t  H u s s e r l  t r i e s  t o  a n sw er t h e  p ro b le m  o f  o t h e r  m in d s . 
F o r t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p ro b le m  o f  o t h e r  m inds i s  s t a t e d  i n  te rm s  o f  m in d s , 
r a t h e r  th a n  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  e g o s . And b o th  S a r t r e  and  S c h ü tz  r e c o g n iz e ,  
a t  l e a s t ,  t h a t  H u s s e r l ’ s  p ro b lem  i s  s t a t e d  i n  te rm s  o f  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  
s u b j e c t s .  N o n e th e le s s ,  S a r t r e  and  S c h ü tz  b e l i e v e  t h a t  H u s s e r l  t r i e s  to  
e s t a b l i s h  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a n o th e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  e g o . So H u s s e r l ’ s 
p ro b le m , a c c o rd in g  to  S a r t r e  and S c h ü tz ,  i s  s t r u c t u r a l l y  th e  same a s  
t h e  p ro b lem  o f  o th e r  m in d s . One n e e d s  o n ly  to  r e p l a c e  'm in d ' w i th  
't r a n s c e n d e n t a l  e g o ’ . A c c o rd in g  t o  S a r t r e  and  S c h ü tz ,  t h e n ,  t h e  o n ly  
d i f f e r e n c e  i s  t h a t  H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  the e x i s t e n c e  
o f  so m e th in g  w hich  i s  p a r t  o f  th e  w o r ld .

4 .  I  s a y  " p r i o r  t o  th e  i n t e n t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  p e r c e p t io n  o f  o th e r  
s u b j e c t s " ,  s in c e  some phenom ena a r e  c o n s t i t u t e d  a s  i r r e d u c i b l e  to  my 
p o s s ib l e  e x p e r ie n c e s  a f t e r  g ro u n d in g  t h a t  ju d g em e n t i n  t h e  f i f t h  
m e d i ta t io n .  See t h e  d i s c u s s io n  o f  t h e  two s e n s e s  o f  ' t r a n s c e n d e n c e ' 
l a t e r  i n  t h i s  p a p e r .

5 . I t  m ig h t be a rg u e d  t h a t  I  sh o u ld  c l a s s i f y  S a r t r e ' s  m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
a lo n g  w i th  R i c o e u r 's ,  s in c e  S a r t r e  m a in ta in s  t h a t  H u s s e r l  i s  an  i d e a l i s t  
(BN, p . 9 ) .  But S a r t r e  d o e s  n o t  i n t e r p r e t  H u s s e r l ’ s  p ro b le m  a s  a r i s i n g  
b e c a u se  he  ta k e s  H u s s e r l  t o  be an  i d e a l i s t .  I n  f a c t ,  S a r t r e  ( h im s e l f
no i d e a l i s t )  t r i e s  t o  an sw er th e  p ro b le m  o f  o t h e r  m in d s .

6 . I t  i s ,  p e r h a p s , u n n e c e s s a ry  to  n o te  t h a t  t h e  l i f e - w o r l d  ( C r i s i s ,
p .  172) and t h e  w o rld  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  s ta n d p o in t  ( I d e a s ,9^ 29 ) a r e  i n t e r 
su h j e c t i v e l y  c o n s t i t u t e d .

7 . B ut i t  i s  q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  C a rr  knows t h a t  h e  i s  e x p la in in g  w hat 
w ould make t h e  p a s s a g e  p l a u s i b l e ,  r a t h e r  th a n  m e re ly  e x p o s i t i n g  t h e  t e x t .
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F o r h e  s a y s  " i t  c o u ld  b e  a rg u e d " .  The r e a s o n  t h a t  I  b o th e r  t o  n o te  
t h a t  th e  i n t e r l o c u t o r  d o e s  n o t  r e a l i z e  t h e  way i n  w h ich  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  
a r e  a  s p e c i a l  c a s e  i s  t h a t  I  h av e  m a in ta in e d  t h a t  R ic o e u r  and  th e  
i n t e r l o c u t o r  a r e  m is ta k e n  a b o u t  t h i s  v e r y  p o i n t .

8 . ..O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  c o u ld  be d is h a rm o n io u s  e x p e r ie n c e s  when one s t i l l  
i d e n t i f i e s  so m e th in g  a s  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t .  B u t i n  c a s e s  l i k e  t h e s e ,  
t h e  d ish a rm o n io u s  e x p e r ie n c e s  a r e  " c a n c e l l e d " .

9 . T h is  i s  n o t  to  s a y , o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  a l l  ju d g e m e n ts  c a n  b e  con
f irm e d  by s e n s e - e x p e r ie n c e .  In d e e d , H u s s e r l  s t r o n g l y  o b j e c t s  to  
e m p ir ic is m  on th e  g ro u n d s  t h a t  e m p i r i c i s t s  p r e s u p p o s e  t h a t  any  
ju d g em en t w h ich  i s  f o r e i g n  t o  s e n s e - e x p e r ie n c e  i s  s p u r io u s  ( I d e a s ,  p . 75 ). 
H u s s e r l  o b j e c t s  b e c a u se  i t  i s  t h e  m ean ing  o f  t h e  ju d g em e n t w h ich  
d i c t a t e s  th e  way i t  i s  t o  be  g ro u n d ed . B ut i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  th e  
ju d g em en t ' I  e x p e r ie n c e  o t h e r s '  i s  g ro u n d ed  i n  s e n s e - e x p e r ie n c e .



CHAPTER V I 

HDSSERL’ S FIFTH MEDITATION

1 . I n t r o d u c t i o n ;  Resume o f  P r e v io u s  A rgum ents

Our a n a l y s i s  o f  s c ie n c e  ( i n  t h e  n e u t r a l  s e n s e )  h a s  l e d  u s  to  t h e  

c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  i n t e r s u h j  e c t i v i t y  i s  b r o a d e r  th a n  commenta

t o r s  h a v e  ta k e n  i t  to  b e .  H u s s e r l ’ s  own a n a ly s e s  o f  s c i e n c e  i n  F orm al 

an d  T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic  u n c o v e re d  t h e  ( n e c e s s a r y )  t r u t h  t h a t  t o  t a k e  

o n e s e l f  to  a t t a i n  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s  i s  t o  b e  co m m itted  to  th e  

t h e s e s  t h a t  th e  t r u t h  o f  t h o s e  r e s u l t s  c a n  b e  a s c e r t a i n e d  by  an y  

r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t ,  and  t h a t  t h e  la n g u a g e  i n  w h ic h  th o s e  r e s u l t s  a r e  

e x p re s s e d  i s  u n d e r s t a n d a b le  b y  an y  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t .  I n  s h o r t ,  t o  

i d e n t i f y  o n e ’ s  r e s u l t s  a s  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d ,  t o  t a k e  o n e ’ s  a c t i v i t y  to  

b e  s c i e n c e ,  i s  t o  m ake u s e  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  ’ o t h e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  r a t i o n a l  

s u b j e c t s ’ . S in c e  H u s s e r l  t a k e s  phenom enology t o  b e  a  s c i e n c e ,  an d  s in c e  

h e  th in k s  t h a t  phenom enology i s  a n  u l t i m a t e  s c ie n c e  i n  t h a t  i t  c a n  and 

s h o u ld  c l a r i f y  i t s  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s ,  H u s s e r l  m akes u s e  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  

’ o th e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t ’ and  th u s  m ust a d d r e s s  t h e  p ro b lem  

o f  c l a r i f y i n g  t h a t  c o n c e p t .  We th u s  h a v e  a  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  s a y in g  t h a t  

t h e  p rob lem  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  i s  t h e  c e n t r a l  p ro b le m  o f  phenom eno logy , 

s i n c e  i t  c o n c e rn s  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  s t a t u s  o f  phenom enology i t s e l f ,  a  

r a t i o n a l e  t h a t  i s  a b s e n t  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on  i n t e r s u b j  e c t i v i t y . S in c e
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com m en ta to rs  h a v e  n o t  r e c o g n iz e d  t h a t  H u s s e r l ’ s  a n a l y s i s  i s  r e l a t e d  

t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v i t y  o f  some o f  t h e  th in g s  t h a t  we s a y  a b o u t  t h e  w o r ld ,  

t h e  p ro b lem  and  a n a ly s i s  in v o lv e  b r o a d e r  i s s u e s  th a n  c o m m en ta to rs  h a v e  

r e a l i z e d .  I t  i s  n o t  s im p ly  a  m a t t e r  o f  c l a r i f y i n g  o u r  n o t io n  o f  t h e  

o b j e c t i v i t y  o f  th e  w o r ld .

I  s a y  "m ake u s e  o f  th e  c o n c e p t  ’ o t h e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  r a t i o n a l  

s u b j e c t ’ " ,  s i n c e  we h a v e  s e e n  t h a t  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  i n t e r s u b j  e c t i v i t y  i s  

n o t  t h e  p ro b lem  o f  o th e r  m in d s . Nor c a n  H u s s e r l ’ s  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  

p ro b le m  (a s  H u s s e r l  u n d e rs to o d  v e ry  w e l l )  y i e l d  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  ’ O th e rs  

e x i s t ’ . One may t h in k  t h a t  H u s s e r l ’ s  p ro b le m  s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  

p ro b le m  o f  o th e r  m in d s , and  t h a t  H u s s e r l  s h o u ld  h a v e  p ro v e n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  

o f  o t h e r s .  B u t i t  h a s  b e e n  shown i n  t h e  c h a p te r  on  e v id e n c e  and  t r u t h  

t h a t  s c ie n c e  and  s o l ip s i s m  a r e  c o m p a t ib le ;  and I  h a v e  a rg u e d  i n  t h e  

c h a p te r  on la n g u a g e  t h a t  a  c o h e re n t  and  t e s t a b l e  la n g u a g e  i s  com pat

i b l e  w i th  s o l ip s i s m .  T h ro u g h o u t t h e  p r e c e d in g  c h a p t e r s ,  i n  f a c t ,  i t  

h a s  b e e n  a rg u e d  t h a t  one m ust make u s e  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  ’ o t h e r  r a t i o n a l  

t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  s u b j e c t ’ , r a t h e r  th a n  su p p o se  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  su c h  

s u b j e c t s .  T h is  i s  f i t t i n g ,  s i n c e  H u s s e r l ’ s  p u r p o s e  i s  to  c l a r i f y  t h e  

s e n s e  ’ o th e r  r a t i o n a l  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  s u b j e c t ’ . I f  I  am r i g h t ,  th e n  

H u s s e r l  can  c l a r i f y  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  s t a t u s  o f  phenom enology  w i th o u t  

b ro a c h in g  an y  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t  e x i s t e n c e .

I t  i s  w o rth  r e c a l l i n g  th e  r e a s o n  why t h r e e  a d j e c t i v e s  a p p e a r  

i n  t h e  p h r a s e  ’o th e r  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t ' .  I  s a y  " o t h e r " ,  

k e e p in g  i n  m ind D avid  C a r r ’ s  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e en  d i f f e r e n t  eg o s  and  

o t h e r  egos i n  th e  p re c e d in g  c h a p te r .  I n  t h e  c h a p te r  on  la n g u a g e  i t  

w as a rg u e d  t h a t  ’o th e r  s u b j e c t ’ i n  t h e  r e l e v a n t  s e n s e  m eans ’ o t h e r
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t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  s u b j e c t ' ,  s i n c e  o n ly  a  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  s u b j e c t  i s  a

s u b j e c t  r e l a t i v e  to  w h ich  t h e r e  i s  a  w o rld  ( f o r  u s )  a t  a l l .  A lth o u g h

t h e  r e f e r e n t s  o f  'o t h e r  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  s u b j e c t s '  a n d  'hum an b e in g s  o r

q u a s i-h u m a n  b e in g s '  a r e  t h e  sam e, t h e  s e n s e s  a r e  n o t  t h e  sam e, t h e

fo rm e r  b e in g  p r i o r  to  t h e  l a t t e r .  S in c e  H u s s e r l  w a n ts  t o  a n a ly z e  t h e

s e n s e  o f  'o t h e r  s u b j e c t s '  r e l a t i v e  t o  w h ich  t h e r e  i s  a n  o b j e c t i v e

w o r ld  ( f o r  u s ) ,  and  s i n c e  e v e ry  human b e in g  i s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  " i n "  th e

o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld ,  H u s s e r l 's  p ro b le m  i s  to  c l a r i f y  t h e  s e n s e  ' o t h e r

t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  s u b j e c t ' .

Any y e t  i t  i s  q u i t e  im p o s s ib le  t o  f o r e s e e  how, f o r  me i n  th e  
a t t i t u d e  o f  r e d u c t io n ,  o th e r  eg o s— n o t  a s  m ere w o r ld ly  phenom ena 
b u t  a s  o th e r  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  e g o s — c a n  b e c o m e .. . e q u a l ly  l e g i t i m a t e  
them es o f  a  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l eg o lo g y  (CM, p . 3 0 , em p h asis  m in e ) .

I f  H u s s e r l 's  p ro b le m  w e re  t o  a n a ly z e  t h e  m ean in g  'hum an b e i n g ' ,  th e n

h e  w ou ld  h a v e  to  make u s e  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  'o b j e c t i v e  w o r l d ' .  B u t

H u s s e r l  in te n d s  to  a n a ly z e  'o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld ' b y  c l a r i f y i n g  'o t h e r

s u b j e c t ' .  L a s t l y ,  I  s a y  " r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s " ,  s i n c e  I  h a v e  a rg u e d

t h a t  H u s s e r l  m u st make u s e  o f  th e  c o n c e p t ' r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s '  from

t h e  o u t s e t .  I  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  o n ly  a n  o pen  p l u r a l i t y  o f  r a t i o n a l

s u b j e c t s  c an  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  s e n s e  's c i e n c e '  i n  th e  c h a p te r  on  e v id e n c e

and  t r u t h .

The p re c e d in g  rem a rk s  p r o v id e  u s  w i th  a  c r i t e r i o n  ( th o u g h  

n o t  t h e  o n ly  one) f o r  e v a lu a t in g  H u s s e r l 's  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  

I n t e r s u b j  e c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  f i f t h  m e d i t a t io n .  We s h a l l  ju d g e  h i s  r e s p o n s e  

i n  te rm s  o f  how w e l l  h e  a n a ly z e s  t h e  n o t io n  'o t h e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  

r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t '  from  a  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l p o i n t  o f  v ie w .

2 . R e d u c tio n  to  t h e  S p h e re  o f  Ownness
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A . O s te n s ib le  M o tiv e s  f o r  t h e  S econd  E pochs^

H u s s e r l ’ s  f i r s t  move i s  t o  p e r fo rm  w h a t h e  c a l l s  a  " r e d u c t i o n  

t o  t h e  s p h e re  o f  o w n n ess" . W hat i s  t h e  m o tiv e  f o r  t h i s  s t e p ?  J u s t  

w h a t d o es  ’ t h e  r e d u c t io n  to  t h e  s p h e re  o f  o w n n ess’ m ean? W hat, 

s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  does  ’ t h e  s p h e re  o f  o w n n ess’ m ean? I  s h a l l  m a in ta in  t h a t  

some o f  H u s s e r l ’ s  s ta te m e n ts  a b o u t  t h e  r e d u c t io n  t o  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  ow nness 

a r e  m is le a d in g .  I  s h a l l  th e n  a rg u e  t h a t  t h e  s p h e re  o f  ow n n ess , i n s o f a r  

a s  we can  m ake s e n s e  o f  i t ,  i s  so m e th in g  t h a t  i s  a l r e a d y  y i e l d e d  b y  

t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n  and  t h a t ,  c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  

" r e d u c t io n "  t o  t h e  s p h e re  o f  ow nness i s  n o t  a  new r e d u c t io n  a t  a l l .

D e s p i te  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  l o t  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  on  t h e

s p h e re  o f  ow nness, few  com m en ta to rs  p o n d e r  t h e  r e a s o n ( s )  f o r  t h e

r e d u c t io n  and  i d e n t i f y  i t  c o r r e c t l y .  Many o f  S c h u e tz ’ s  c r i t i c i s m s  o f

H u s s e r l ’s  th e o r y  o f  i n t e r s u b j  e c t i v i t y  a r e  c r i t i c i s m s  o f  t h e  r e d u c t io n

to  t h e  s p h e re  o f  ow nness. Y e t o n e  f i n d s  no  d i s c u s s i o n  w h a ts o e v e r  o f  th e

m o tiv e  f o r  th e  r e d u c t io n  i n  S c h u e tz ’ s  p a p e r  ( C P I I I ,  p p . 5 7 -6 1 ) .

R ic o e u r  s a y s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  two m o tiv e s .  F i r s t ,

S in c e  t h e  O th e r  f i g u r e s  a s  a  s p e c i a l  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,  t h e  t e m p ta t io n  
t o  h y p o s ta t i z e  t h i s  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  m u st b e  t h r u s t  a s i d e  th ro u g h  an  
a b s te n t io n  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h i s  t e m p ta t io n .  T h is  H u s s e r l  c a l l s  
' r e d u c t io n  t o  th e  s p h e re  o f  ow n n ess’ (AHP, p .  1 1 8 ) .

B u t i f  t h i s  w e re  t h e  m o tiv e ,  th e n  th e  r e d u c t io n  to  th e  s p h e r e  o f  ow nness

w ould  b e  n o th in g  o v e r  and  ab o v e  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n .  H ow ever,

H u s s e r l  t a k e s  th e  r e d u c t io n  t o  th e  s p h e re  o f  ow nness to  b e  a  r e d u c t io n

i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n  (CM, p .  9 5 ) .  S in c e  th e

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n  in c lu d e s  a b s t a i n in g  from  p o s i t i n g  t h e

e x i s t e n c e  ( o r  n o n - e x is te n c e )  o f  o t h e r s ,  H u s s e r l  w ould  s im p ly  b e  r e -
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a s s e r t i n g  h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  m a in ta in  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o b ta in e d  b y  phenomeno

l o g i c a l  r e d u c t io n ,  i f  R ic o e u r ’ s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  m o tiv e  f o r  th e  

" se c o n d  epoche" w e re  t r u e  and  H u s s e r l ’ s  " se c o n d  ep o ch e"  i s  g e n u in e .  

R ic o e u r  t h in k s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n o th e r  m o tiv e .

B u t t h i s  a b s t r a c t i o n  i s  m e th o d o lo g ic a l ly  n e c e s s a r y  b e c a u s e  i t  
a l lo w s  u s  to  p l a c e  i n  c o r r e c t  o r d e r  a  p r im a ry  s e n s e  o f  t h e  w ord ’m e’ 
and a  s e c o n d a ry  s e n s e  w h ic h  a t t a c h e s  t o  w h o so ev e r i s  an  O th e r  f o r  
me (AHP, p p . 1 2 0 -1 2 1 ).

T h is  se co n d  p r o p o s a l ,  h o w ev er, i s  n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  c l e a r .  I  do n o t

i d e n t i f y  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  a s  a  se co n d  "m e". A n o th e r  s u b j e c t  i s  p r e c i s e l y

n o t  m e. J u d g in g  from  th e  f i f t h  m e d i t a t i o n ,  h o w e v e r, R ic o e u r  p ro b a b ly

m eans ’ c o n s c io u s n e s s ’ by  ’m e’ , s i n c e  H u s s e r l  p ro c e e d s  t o  s a y  t h a t  my

own c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  from  w h ich  I  d e r i v e  t h e  s e n s e

’ c o n s c io u s  s u b j e c t ’ (CM, p .  1 1 2 ) . S t i l l ,  R ic o e u r  d o e s  n o t  e x p la in  j u s t

how th e  r e d u c t io n  to  th e  s p h e r e  o f  ow nness a l lo w s  u s  t o  p u t  i n  p r o p e r

o r d e r  t h e s e  two s e n s e s .

E l l i s t o n  h a s  s t i l l  a n o th e r  p r o p o s a l .  E l l i s t o n  t h in k s  t h a t  

H u s s e r l  i s  t r y i n g  t o  a v o id  b e g g in g  t h e  q u e s t io n .

H u s s e r l  seem s i n  d a n g e r  o f  p r e s u p p o s in g  t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l 
e p o c h ^  so  a s  to  make h i s  s u b s e q u e n t  s o l u t i o n  to  th e  p ro b le m  o f  
o t h e r s  c i r c u l a r :  h i s  f o r m u la t io n  o f  t h e  p ro b le m  w ould  th e n  b e
i n f e c t e d  by  th e  te c h n iq u e s  s u b s e q u e n t ly  u s e d  to  s o lv e  i t .  How 
c a n  we a v o id  b e g g in g  th e  q u e s t io n  i n  t h i s  way? (H:E&A, p .  2 1 8 ) .

E l l i s t o n  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  H u s s e r l  th o u g h t  h e  c o u ld  a v o id  b e g g in g  t h e

q u e s t io n  by  r e d u c in g  t o  t h e  s p h e re  o f  ow n n ess . A f t e r  a l l ,  H u s s e r l

i n t r o d u c e s  t h e  r e d u c t io n  to  t h e  s p h e re  o f  ow nness i n  t h e  f o l lo w in g  w ay:

I f  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  and a c c o r d in g ly  
t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  s e n s e ,  ’ o th e r  s u b j e c t s ' ,  a r e  i n  q u e s t i o n , and 
c o n s e q u e n t ly  a  u n i v e r s a l  s e n s e - s t r a tu m  t h a t  em an a te s  from  o t h e r s  
and  i s  i n d i s p e n s i b l e  to  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a n  o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld  f o r  
me i s  a l s o  i n  q u e s t io n , th e n  th e  s e n s e ,  ' o th e r  s u b j e c t s ’ , t h a t  i s  
i n  q u e s t io n  h e r e  c a n n o t a s  y e t  b e  th e  s e n s e :  ’O b je c t iv e  s u b j e c t s ,
s u b je c t s  e x i s t i n g  i n  t h e  w o r ld ' (CM, p p . 9 2 -9 3 , em phases m in e ) .
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A lth o u g h  H u s s e r l  u s e s  no w ord t h a t  s i g n a l s  a  c o n c lu s io n ,  t h e  n e x t  

s e n te n c e  i s

As r e g a r d s  m eth o d , a  p r im e  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  p r o c e e d in g  c o r r e c t l y  
h e r e  i s  t h a t  f i r s t  o f  a l l  we c a r r y  o u t ,  i n s i d e  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  
t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  s p h e r e ,  a  p e c u l i a r  k in d  o f  epochd" w i th  r e s p e c t  
t o  o u r them e (CM, p . 9 3 ) .

T h a t s e n te n c e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  i s  d raw n  from  t h e  p r e 

c e d in g  c o n s id e r a t i o n s .  A f t e r  a l l ,  H u s s e r l  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  s e c o n d  epoche^  

i s  a  r e q u ir e m e n t  f o r  c o r r e c t  p r o c e d u re  r i g h t  a f t e r  n o t in g  t h a t  c e r t a i n  

th in g s  a r e  i n  q u e s t io n .  S o , H u s s e r l  seem s t o  b e  s a y in g  t h a t  s i n c e  

c e r t a i n  th in g s  a r e  i n  q u e s t i o n  ( i . e . ,  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  o t h e r  s u b je c t s  

and  th e  s e n s e  ’ o t h e r  s u b j e c t s ’ ) ,  we m u s t s t a r t  b y  e x c lu d in g  t h o s e  t h in g s  

i n  q u e s t io n  ( i . e . ,  r e d u c e  t o  t h e  s p h e re  o f  o w n n e ss ) .

A lth o u g h  t h e r e  i s  e v id e n c e  f o r  E l l i s t o n ’ s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  

E l l i s t o n  and I  d i s a g r e e  a b o u t  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " q u e s t io n -  

b e g g in g " .  E l l i s t o n  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  H u s s e r l  i s  t r y i n g  t o  a v o id  p r e s u p p o s in g  

th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l epoche"^ so  t h a t  h i s  f o r m u la t io n  o f  and  s o l u t i o n  to  

th e  p ro b lem  w i l l  n o t  b e  i n f e c t e d  b y  t h e  m ethod  u s e d  to  s o lv e  i t .  T h a t 

i s  w ha t E l l i s t o n  th in k s  i s  q u e s t io n - b e g g in g .  B u t H u s s e r l  c o u ld  a v o id  

fo rm u la t in g  and  s o lv in g  t h e  p ro b le m  i n  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  te rm s  o n ly  i f  

t h e  r e d u c t io n  to  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  ow nness w e re  em ployed  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n .  H ow ever, t h e  t e x t  show s t h a t  t h e  r e d u c t io n  

to  t h e  s p h e re  o f  ow nness i s  u se d  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  

r e d u c t io n .  Toward t h e  end o f  t h e  f i f t h  m e d i t a t i o n ,  H u s s e r l  w r i t e s  

"A t no p o i n t  was t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  a t t i t u d e ,  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t r a n s 

c e n d e n ta l  epoche'^ ab an d o n ed "  (CM, p . 148 , e m p h a s is  m in e ) .  A c c o r d in g ly ,  

i f  H u s s e r l  i s  t r y i n g  to  a v o id  b e g g in g  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  E l l i s t o n  h a s  a t  

l e a s t  m i s i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  t h e  q u e s t io n - b e g g in g .
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M oreover,' t h e r e  i s  some r e a s o n  f o r  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  H u s s e r l  w as 

n o t  t r y i n g  t o  a v o id  b e g g in g  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  F o r  s o m e th in g  c a n  b e g  th e  

q u e s t i o n  o n ly  i f  i t  i s  a n  a rg u m e n t. A lth o u g h  o n e  f i n d s  a rg u m e n ts  i n  

t h e  f i f t h  m e d i t a t io n ,  i t  w ould  b e  a  m is ta k e  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  f i f t h  

m e d i t a t io n  a s  a  w h o le  i s  a n  a rg u m e n t. R a th e r ,  i t  i s  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  

a  c e r t a i n  k in d  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  and  a  c o r r e s p o n d in g  s e n s e .  H u s s e r l  

p ro b a b ly  r e a l i z e d  t h i s .  T h e re  i s  no n e e d , t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  a v o id  b e g g in g  

t h e  q u e s t io n .  I t  i s  u n l i k e l y ,  th e n ,  t h a t  H u s s e r l  w as t r y i n g  t o  a v o id  

b e g g in g  th e  q u e s t io n .

B. The M eaning o f  'T h e  R e d u c tio n  t o  t h e  S p h e re  o f  O w nness'

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  we s h a l l  b e  i n  a  b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  t o  a s c e r t a i n  

t h e  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  m o tiv e  f o r  t h e  r e d u c t io n  t o  t h e  s p h e re  o f  ow nness 

i f  we f i n d  o u t  w h a t th e  s e c o n d  e p o ch e^ an d  i t s  c o r r e l a t e  ( th e  s p h e re  

o f  ow nness) a r e .  W hat, t h e n ,  i s  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  to  t h e  s p h e re  o f  ow nness?

H u s s e r l  i n t r o d u c e s  t h e  " s e c o n d  e p o c h ^ ' i n  t h e  f o l lo w in g

m an n er.

F o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  we e x c lu d e  from  t h e  th e m a t ic  f i e l d  e v e r y th in g  now 
i n  q u e s t io n :  we d i s r e g a r d  a l l  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  e f f e c t s  o f  i n t e n 
t i o n a l i t y  r e l a t i n g  im m e d ia te ly  o r  m e d ia te ly  to  o t h e r  s u b j e c t i v i t y  
and d e l i m i t  f i r s t  o f  a l l  t h e  t o t a l  n e x u s  o f  t h a t  a c t u a l  and  p o t e n t i a l  
i n t e n t i o n a l i t y  i n  w h ich  t h e  ego c o n s t i t u t e s  w i t h in  h im s e l f  a  
p e c u l i a r  o w nness. (CM, p .  9 3 ) .

U n f o r tu n a t e ly ,  t h i s  p a s s a g e  i s  am b iguous. T h e re  a r e  a  c o u p le  o f  p o s s i b l e

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  L e t  u s  c o n s id e r  e a c h  o f  them  i n  t u r n .

F i r s t ,  we may a s k  "W hat a r e  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  e f f e c t s  o f  

o t h e r  s u b j e c t i v i t y ? " .  T h a t a p p e a r s  t o  i n c l u d e  e v e r y th in g  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  

t h e  c o n c e p t  'o t h e r  s u b j e c t s '  f o r  i t s  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  T h is  w ou ld  i n c lu d e  

a l l  c u l t u r a l  o b j e c t s  and th e  s e n s e s  c o r r e s p o n d in g  t o  them . I t  w ould
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a l s o  i n c lu d e  p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t s  and  n a tu r e  a s  a  w h o le . T h is  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n

i s  c o n firm e d  b y  w h a t H u s s e r l  s a y s  i n  th e  p a r a g r a p h  j u s t  p r e c e d in g

t h e  o n e  on th e  r e d u c t io n  t o  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  o w n n ess .

T he e x i s t e n c e - s e n s e . . . o f  t h e  w o r ld  and  o f  N a tu re  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
a s  O b je c t iv e  N a tu re ,  in c lu d e s  a f t e r  a l l ,  t h e r e n e s s - f o r - e v e r y o n e . . . .
I n  a d d i t i o n .  O b je c ts  w i t h  ' s p i r i t u a l '  p r e d i c a t e s  b e lo n g  to  t h e  
e x p e r ie n c e d  w o r ld .  T h e se  O b je c ts ,  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e i r  o r i g i n  and  
s e n s e ,  r e f e r  u s  t o  s u b j e c t s ,  u s u a l l y  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s ,  an d  t h e i r  
a c t i v e l y  c o n s t i t u t i n g  i n t e n t i o n a l i t y  (CM, p .  9 2 ) .

B u t n o t  o n ly  th in g s  ( s u c h  a s  t a b l e s  and  s to n e s )  r e q u i r e  t h e  c o n c e p t

'o t h e r  s u b j e c t s '  f o r  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  T h ro u g h o u t t h e  p re c e d in g

c h a p t e r s ,  i n  f a c t ,  I  h a v e  b e e n  a rg u in g  t h a t  e v id e n c e ,  t r u t h ,  and

la n g u a g e  r e q u i r e  t h e  s e n s e  'o t h e r  r a t i o n a l  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  s u b j e c t s '  f o r

t h e i r  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  B u t t h e  t h e s i s  f o r  w h ic h  I  h a v e  b e e n  a r g u in g ,

i n  c o n ju n c t io n  w i th  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  H u s s e r l  m akes s c i e n t i f i c  - s ta te m e n ts

a b o u t  th e  s p h e re  o f  ow n n ess , d o es  n o t  seem  t o  s q u a r e  w i th  H u s s e r l 's

s ta t e m e n t  t h a t  a l l  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  e f f e c t s ,  im m e d ia te  o r  m e d ia te ,  a r e

e x c lu d e d  from  th e  s p h e re  o f  ow nness. F o r  w hen H u s s e r l  d e s c r ib e s  th e

s p h e r e  o f  ow nness, i t  i s  t h e  r e f e r e n t  o f  a  num ber o f  s c i e n t i f i c ,

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l s t a t e m e n ts .  B u t i f  t h a t  i s  s o ,  t h e n ,  a s  we h a v e  s e e n ,

t h e  e v id e n c e  f o r  th o s e  s ta t e m e n ts  i s  " t h e r e  f o r  e v e ry o n e " . B ut t h e

e v id e n c e  f o r  th o s e  s ta te m e n ts  i s  d e r iv e d  fro m  t h e  s p h e re  o f  ow nness.

T h u s , i t  seem s t h a t  t h e  s p h e re  o f  ow nness m u s t b e  " t h e r e  f o r  e v e ry o n e " .

B u t t h i s  does  n o t  s q u a re  w i th  H u s s e r l 's  s ta t e m e n t  t h a t  a l l  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l

e f f e c t s  o f  o th e r  s u b je c t s  a r e  e x c lu d e d .

I t  i s  im p o r ta n t  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  ow nness fro m  a  

p a r t i c u l a r  s u b j e c t ' s  ( s a y ,  H u s s e r l 's )  s p h e re  o f  ow n n ess . F o r  I  m ig h t 

b e  ta k e n  t o  b e  s a y in g  t h a t  e a ch  p e r s o n 's  s p h e r e  o f  ow nness m u st b e  

n u m e r ic a l ly  t h e  same a s  e v e ry o n e  e l s e ' s .  E ven  i f  e a c h  p e r s o n  e x p e r ie n c e s
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a  w o r ld  o f  p r i v a t e  o b j e c t s  ( t h a t  i s ,  a  w o r ld  o f  o b j e c t s  t h a t  do n o t

r e q u i r e  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  o th e r  s u b j e c t s ) ,  my p o i n t  i s  t h a t  e ach

and e v e ry  p e r s o n 's  s p h e re  o f  ow nness m ust b e  t h e  sam e i n  k in d ,  and

r e c o g n iz a b le  a s  s u c h , i f  H u s s e r l 's  s ta t e m e n ts  a b o u t  t h e  s p h e r e  o f

ow nness a r e  c o r r o b o r a te d  b y  e v id e n c e . H u s s e r l  e v e n  s a y s  t h a t  e v e ry o n e

h a s  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  s p h e re  o f  ow nness l a t e  i n  t h e  f i f t h  m e d i t a t i o n .

T ra c in g  th e s e  f a s h io n in g s ,  i n t e n t i o n a l  e x p l i c a t i o n  h a s  t o  m ake 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  u n d e r s ta n d a b le  t h i s  p r im o r d i a l  c o re  o f  th e  
phenom enal w o rld — t h i s  c o r e ,  w h ich  e v e ry o n e  o f  u s  men a n d , above  
a l l ,  e v e ry  p s y c h o lo g i s t  ca n  a c q u i r e  by  t h e  a l r e a d y - d e s c r i b e d  
e x c lu s io n  o f  sense-m om en ts p e r t a i n i n g  to  'o t h e r n e s s '  (CM, p .  1 4 5 ) .

T h u s , H u s s e r l  p ro b a b ly  d o e s  n o t  m ean t h a t  h e  no lo n g e r  u s e s  t h e  c o n c e p t

'o t h e r  s u b j e c t '  a f t e r  p e r fo rm in g  t h e  " se c o n d  e p o c h ^ ',  s i n c e  t h e  u s e

o f  t h a t  c o n c e p t  i s  u n a v o id a b le  f o r  a  p h i lo s o p h e r .  B u t w h a t e l s e  a r e

we to  m ake o f  H u s s e r l 's  s ta t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  s e n s e  'o b j e c t i v e '  v a n is h e s

c o m p le te ly  (CM, p .  96)?

O nly a  w o rld  o f  p r i v a t e  o b j e c t s  w o u ld  b e  o b j e c t s  t h a t  do n o t  

i n c l u d e  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  e f f e c t s  o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s .  B u t H u s s e r l  s a y s  

t h a t  o n e 's  e x p e r ie n c e  i s  w h o lly  u n a f f e c te d  by  t h e  r e d u c t io n  t o  t h e  s p h e re  

o f  ow nness. "T he p s y c h ic  l i f e  o f  my Ego ( t h i s  'p s y c h o p h y s i c a l '  E g o ), 

in c lu d in g  my a c t u a l  and p o s s i b l e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  w h a t i s  o t h e r ,  i s  w h o lly  

u n a f f e c te d  b y  s c re e n in g  o f f  w h a t i s  o th e r "  (CM, p .  9 8 , l a s t  em p h asis  m in e ) , 

B u t i f  my e x p e r ie n c e  i s  w h o lly  u n a f f e c te d ,  th e n  I  c o n t in u e  t o  e x p e r ie n c e  

w h a t I  t a k e  t o  b e  a n  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  w o r ld  (CM, p .  9 5 ) .  P e r h a p s ,  th e n ,

I  h a v e  m i s i n t e r p r e t e d  w h a t H u s s e r l  m eans b y  ' d i s r e g a r d i n g  a l l  c o n s t i t u 

t i o n a l  e f f e c t s  o f  o th e r  s u b j e c t i v i t y '  i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  p a s s a g e  b e in g  

d i s c u s s e d .  One th in g ,  how ever, i s  c e r t a i n :  we h a v e  n o t  m i s i n t e r p r e t e d

t h e  m ean ing  o f  ' t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  e f f e c t s  o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t i v i t y '  a s
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H u s s e r l  u s e s  t h e  p h r a s e  th ro u g h o u t  h i s  w r i t i n g s .  H u s s e r l  h im se l f  

r e f e r s  t o  t h e  s e n te n c e  we a r e  c o n s id e r in g  a s  " m is le a d in g ” (CM, p .  9 3 f ) .

How c an  we i n t e r p r e t  H u s s e r l 's  s ta t e m e n ts  s u c h  t h a t  th e y  do 

n o t  im p ly  a b s u rd  c o n c lu s io n s ?  One may t r y  t o  d e fe n d  H u s s e r l  a lo n g  

th e  f o l lo w in g  l i n e s .  H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t  s a y  t h a t  h e  d o e s  n o t  m ake u s e  

o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  'o t h e r  s u b j e c t s '  i n  h i s  a n a ly s e s .  R a th e r ,  h e  s a y s  t h a t  

h e  e x c lu d e s  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  o t h e r  s u b je c t s  fro m  h i s  

them e. One may m ake u s e  o f  a  c o n c e p t w h i l e  n o t  th e m a t iz in g  i t .  A f t e r  

a l l ,  I  h a v e  b e e n  show ing  th ro u g h o u t  t h a t  H u s s e r l  d o e s  j u s t  t h a t ,  a s  

f a r  a s  t h e  c o n c e p t  ' o t h e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s '  i s  c o n c e rn e d .

T h is  l e a d s  t o  t h e  seco n d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a s s a g e  i n

q u e s t io n .  J u s t  w h a t d o es  H u s s e r l  m ean by  ' t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  e f f e c t s

o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t i v i t y * ?  H u s s e r l  g iv e s  u s  a  c lu e .

W hat i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p e c u l i a r  to  me a s  e g o , my c o n c r e te  b e in g  a s  a  
m onad, p u r e ly  i n  m y s e lf  an d  f o r  m y s e l f ,  w i t h  a n  e x c lu s iv e  o w n n ess , 
in c lu d e s  my e v e ry  i n t e n t i o n a l i t y  and t h e r e f o r e ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  
i n t e n t i o n a l i t y  d i r e c t e d  to  w h a t i s  o t h e r ;  b u t ,  f o r  r e a s o n s  o f m eth o d , 
t h e  s y n t h e t i c  e f f e c t  o f  su c h  i n t e n t i o n a l i t y  ( th e  a c t u a l i t y  f o r  me 
o f  w h a t i s  o t h e r ) s h a l l  a t  f i r s t  re m a in  e x c lu d e d  from  th e  them e 
(CM, p .  94 , l a s t  e m p h asis  m in e ) .

B u t i f  t h e  s y n t h e t i c  e f f e c t s  o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t i v i t y  a r e  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h

t h e  a c t u a l i t y  f o r  me o f  w h a t i s  o t h e r ,  t h e n  t h e  r e d u c t io n  t o  t h e  s p h e r e

o f  ow nness i s  n o th in g  o v e r  and  ab o v e  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n .

F o r  i t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  by p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l e p o c h e 't h a t  I  a d o p t  a  n e u t r a l

a t t i t u d e  to w ard s  w h a t I  to o k  t o  b e  a c t u a l  i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  s t a n d p o i n t .

I t  s h o u ld  b e  n o te d  t h a t  t h i s  r e a d in g  s u p p o r t s  R i c o e u r 's  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,

a c c o rd in g  t o  w h ich  H u s s e r l  p e rfo rm s  t h e  " se c o n d  ep och^"  i n  o r d e r  t o

a v o id  th e  te m p ta t io n  t o  h y p o th e s iz e  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s

(AHP, p . 1 1 8 ) . T h is  r e a d in g  a l s o  s u p p o r t s  my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  a c c o r d in g
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t o  w h ich  th e  s o - c a l l e d  " r e d u c t io n "  t o  th e  s p h e r e  o f  ow nness i s  n o t  

a n o th e r  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n  a t  a l l .

T h e re  i s  m ore t e x t u a l  e v id e n c e  f o r  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  I n  t h e  

p a s s a g e  we a r e  a n a ly z in g  H u s s e r l  s a y s  t h a t  h e  i s  " d i s r e g a r d in g "  o r  

" e x c lu d in g  from  t h e  th e m a t ic  f i e l d "  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  e f f e c t s  o f  o t h e r  

s u b je c t s  so  t h a t  h e  c a n  " d e l i m i t  t h e  t o t a l  n e x u s  o f  a c t u a l  and  p o t e n t i a l  

c o n s c io u s n e s s  w hereby  a n  ego c o n s t i t u t e s  h i s  o w n n e ss" . B u t t o  d i s r e g a r d  

o r  e x c lu d e  from  o n e 's  them e c e r t a i n  phenom ena i s  n o t  t o  p e r fo rm  a  re d u c 

t i o n .  F o r  o n e  d i s r e g a r d s  o r  r e f u s e s  t o  th e m a t iz e  c e r t a i n  phenom ena e v e ry  

t im e  o n e  a n a ly z e s  on e  th in g  a s  o p p o se d  t o  a n o th e r .  T h u s , i f  r e f u s i n g  

t o  th e m a tiz e  w e re  a  s u f f i c i e n t  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  b e in g  a  r e d u c t i o n ,  t h e r e  

w ould  b e  a  r e d u c t io n  f o r  e v e ry  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  t o  b e  a n a ly z e d . S in c e  t h a t  

i s  a b s u r d ,  th e  " r e d u c t io n "  t o  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  ow nness i s  n o t  a  phenom eno

l o g i c a l  r e d u c t io n .

T h is  r e a d in g  becom es m ore p l a u s i b l e  i f  o n e  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  

H u s s e r l  in te n d s  t o  d e l i m i t  and  d i s c u s s  w h a te v e r  f a l l s  w i t h i n  t h e  s c o p e  

o f  a c t u a l  and  p o t e n t i a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  To u s e  t h e  te rm in o lo g y  o f  th e  

p r e v io u s  c h a p te r ,  H u s s e r l  i n t e n d s  t o  d e s c r i b e  i n  g e n e r a l  te rm s  a l l  an d  

o n ly  t h a t  w h ich  t r a n s c e n d s a n  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  B u t 

t r a n s c e n d e n c e ^  i s  y i e ld e d  by  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  r e d u c t io n  a lo n e .  Long 

b e f o r e  d i s c u s s io n  o f  t h e  r e d u c t io n  t o  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  ow nness (an d  p o s t - e p o c h e ) , 

H u s s e r l  r e f e r s  to  th e  s e n s e  o f  ' o b j e c t '  and  'w o r l d '  i n  te rm s  o f  

transcendence^^  (CM, p .  6 2 ) .  H u s s e r l  o p en s  t h e  f o u r t h  m e d i t a t i o n  w i th  

t h e  fo l lo w in g  s e n te n c e :  " O b je c t s  e x i s t  f o r  m e, and  a r e  f o r  me w h a t th e y

a r e ,  o n ly  a s  o b j e c t s  o f  a c t u a l  and  p o s s i b l e  c o n s c io u s n e s s "  (CM, p .  6 5 ) .

T h a t  t h e  s p h e re  o f  ow nness c o n s i s t s  o f  a l l  and  o n ly  t h a t  w h ich  t r a n s c e n d s .
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one*s  c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  c o n firm e d  b y  t h e  f o l lo w in g  p a s s a g e :

As so o n  a s  we e x c lu d e  fro m  c o n s id e r a t i o n  th e  i n t e n t i o n a l  e f f e c t s  
p ro d u c e d  by  ’ em p a th y *, by o u r  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  o t h e r s ,  we h a v e  a  N a tu re  
( in c lu d in g  a n  a n im a te  o rg a n ism ) t h a t  i s  c o n s t i t u t e d ,  t o  b e  s u r e ,  a s  
a  u n i ty  o f  s p a t i a l  o b j e c t s  * t r a n s c e n d in g ' t h e  s tr e a m  o f  s u b j e c t i v e  
p r o c e s s e s ,  y e t  c o n s t i t u t e d  a s  m e re ly  a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  o b j e c t s  o f  
p o s s i b l e  e x p e r ie n c e  (CM, p .  104 , em phases m in e ) .

Of c o u r s e ,  o n e  c o u ld  o b j e c t  t h a t  one  i s  s t i l l  c o n s c io u s  o f  o b j e c t s  and

a  w o r ld  t h a t  one t a k e s  to  b e  t h e r e  f o r  e v e ry o n e  p o s t-e p o c h e T  B u t I

h a v e  a l r e a d y  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  o n e 's  e x p e r ie n c e  i s  u n a f f e c te d  by  t h e

r e d u c t io n  to  t h e  s p h e re  o f  ow n n ess . One may o b j e c t  t h a t  o b j e c t s  t h a t

t r a n s c e n d 2  o n e 's  c o n s c io u s n e s s  a r e  s t i l l  th e m a tiz e d  a f t e r  t h e

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n ,  w h e re a s  t h a t  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e  a f t e r  t h e

" se c o n d  e p o c h ^ '.  B u t a  ch an g e  i n  t h e r e  i s  n o t  a  s u f f i c i e n t  c o n d i t io n

f o r  s a y in g  t h a t  a  r e d u c t io n  h a s  b e e n  p e rfo rm e d . B e s id e s ,  H u s s e r l  i s

p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  o n e  c a n n o t  h a v e  a  f u l l  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  c l a r i f i c a t i o n

o f  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r ld  and o b j e c t s  (an d  t h e i r  c o r r e s p o n d in g

s e n s e s )  w i th o u t  c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  n o t io n  'o t h e r  s u b j e c t s ' ,  by  d e s c r i b in g

and d e l i m i t i n g  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  o w nness. He c o u ld  n o t  a t t a i n  any

p h i lo s o p h i c a l  a c c o u n t o f  th e  f u l l  s e n s e  o f  t h e  w o r ld  p o s t -p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l

r e d u c t io n ,  e i t h e r ,  a t  l e a s t  b e f o r e  a n s w e rin g  t h e  p ro b le m  i n  t h e  f i f t h

m e d i t a t io n .  S o , t h e r e  i s  no d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l

an d  se c o n d  e p o c h ^  to  w a r r a n t  c a l l i n g  th e  r e d u c t io n  to  t h e  s p h e r e  o f

ow nness a n o th e r  r e d u c t io n .  E l l i s t o n  and  I  c o n c u r  i n  th in k in g  t h a t  " T h is

new e p o c h ^ i s  a  s e l e c t i o n  o f  phenom ena from  th e  f i e l d  o f  p h i lo s o p h i c a l

in q u i r y  u n c o v e re d  e a r l i e r  by  t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n  i n  o r d e r

t o  s o lv e  a  p a r t i c u l a r  p ro b lem " (H:E&A, p .  2 1 8 ) .  B u t a  m ere  s e l e c t i o n

o f  phenom ena d o e s  n o t  m ake a  r e d u c t io n .

I f  o n e  c h e ck s  H u s s e r l 's  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  ow n n ess .
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o n e  w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  h e  c o n s id e r s  w h a t one  e x p e r ie n c e s  o n ly  i n s o f a r  a s

i t  t r a n s e ends^  h i s  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  So w hen H u s s e r l  l e a d s  u s  t o  b e l i e v e

t h a t  h e  p e rfo rm s  a  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t i o n ,  h e  i s  a c t u a l l y  d e s c r ib in g

and  d e l i m i t i n g  a l l  and  o n ly  t h a t  w h ic h  tra n scen d s^ ^  h i s  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  o r

t h a t  w h ich  f a l l s  w i t h in  t h e  s c o p e  o f  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ’ s  a c t u a l  a n d  p o s s i b l e

c o n s c io u s n e s s .  D av id  C a r r  and  I  a g r e e  o n  t h i s  m a t t e r .

As f o r  t h e  o t h e r ’ s  b o d y , i t  c a n  b e  c o n s tr u e d  a s  ’ t r a n s c e n d e n t ’ 
i n  th e  w eak s e n s e ,  i . e . ,  p u r e ly  i n  r e l a t i o n  to  my own a c t u a l  and 
p o s s i b l e  a c t s  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  E v e ry th in g  t h a t  c a n  b e  s o  con
s id e r e d  b e lo n g s  to  w h a t H u s s e r l  c a l l s  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  ow nness 
( E ig e n h e i t s s p h a r e )  (PPH, p .  9 2 ) .

T he i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e d u c t io n  to  t h e  s p h e re  o f  ow nness a s  n o t  

b e in g  a n o th e r  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n  i s  f u r t h e r  c o n f irm e d  by  

p a ra g ra p h  96a o f  F orm al and  T ra n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic .  T h e re  H u s s e r l  d i s 

c u s s e s  p r im o r d ia l  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  and th e  s p h e r e  o f  o w n n ess . B u t H u s s e r l  

d o e s  n o t  even  m e n tio n  a n o th e r  r e d u c t io n .  So o n e  s u s p e c t s  t h a t  th e  

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n  a l r e a d y  y i e l d s  t h e  s p h e re  o f  ow nness , and 

t h a t  H u s s e r l  i s  m e re ly  s e l e c t i n g  some phenom ena f o r  e x p l i c i t  a t t e n t i o n  

td ie n  h e  s a y s  t h a t  h e  i s  p e r fo rm in g  a  ’’se co n d  ep o ch e” (FTL, p p . 2 3 7 - 

2 4 4 ) .

B e fo re  t h e  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  ( b u t  n o t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  u s e )  o f  th e  

c o n c e p t  ’ o th e r  s u b j e c t ’ , H u s s e r l  c a n  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h a t  w h ich  t r a n s e ends^  

h i s  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  I  add  ’’b u t  n o t  p r i o r  to  t h e  u s e ” , s i n c e  H u s s e r l  

c a n n o t  p r o v id e  a  p h i lo s o p h i c a l ly  c l a r i f i e d  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  o b j e c t i v i t y  o f  

h i s  a n a ly s e s  o f  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  ow nness b e f o r e  e x p l i c a t i n g  th e  s e n s e  'o t h e r  

t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t ’ . He m u s t, r a t h e r ,  m ake u s e  o f  t h a t  

c o n c e p t ,  su p p o s in g  t h a t  t h e  t r u t h  o f  h i s  a n a l y s i s  i s  " t h e r e  f o r  e v e ry 

o n e” . T h a t i s ,  H u s s e r l  c a n  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  ow nness p r i o r  to
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i-'h*» a n a ly s i s  o f  th e  s e n s e  'o t h e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t ’ , 

b u t  c a n n o t a c c o u n t  f o r  h i s  a c c o u n t .  T h is  i s  c o n s i s t e n t ,  s i n c e  H u s s e r l  

m e re ly  e x c lu d e s  from  h i s  them e t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  e f f e c t s  o f  o t h e r  

s u b j e c t s .  T h a t does  n o t  im p ly  t h a t  some c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  e f f e c t s  o f  

o th e r  s u b je c t s  ( t h e  o b j e c t i v i t y  o f  H u s s e r l 's  a n a ly s e s )  a r e  n o t  b e in g  

ta k e n  f o r  g r a n t e d .  T hose  e f f e c t s  s im p ly  a r e  n o t  th e m a t iz e d .

T h u s , t h e r e  i s  a  n o n r-v ic io u s  c i r c u l a r i t y  i n  H u s s e r l 's  

c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s .  He m u st make 

th e  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  o th e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  r a t i o n a l  

s u b je c t s  e x i s t ,  th e y  c an  c h eck  h i s  a n a ly s e s  and  s e e  t h a t  th e y  a r e  

t r u e ,  w h i l e  s im u l ta n e o u s ly  c l a r i f y i n g  t h a t  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n .  I  s a y  " n o n -  

v i c i o u s " ,  s i n c e  I  t a k e  i t  t o  b e  o b v io u s  t h a t  o n e  does n o t  h a v e  to  

su p p o se  t h a t  o n e 's  a n a ly s e s  a r e  u n t e s t a b l e  i n  o r d e r  to  c l a r i f y  t h e  

c o n c e p t  ' t e s t a b i l i t y '  (and  th e  r e l a t e d  c o n c e p t 'o t h e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  

r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t ’ ) .  I f  H u s s e r l 's  a n a ly s e s  w e re  u n t e s t a b l e ,  t h e r e  w ould  

b e  no l e g i t i m a t e  p h i lo s o p h ic a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  them .

We h a v e  some an sw ers  t o  t h e  q u e s t io n s  t h a t  we p o s e d . We w an ted

t o  know w h a t th e  r e d u c t io n  to  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  ow nness and  i t s  c o r r e l a t e

a r e .  We h a v e  s e e n  t h a t  t h e  s p h e re  o f  ow nness i s  e v e r y th in g  t h a t  c a n

b e  c o n s id e re d  a s  f a l l i n g  w i t h in  th e  sc o p e  o f  o n e 's  a c t u a l  and  p o s s i b l e

c o n s c io u s n e s s ;  and  th e  s o - c a l l e d  " r e d u c t io n "  t o  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  ow nness

i s  s im p ly  a  s e l e c t i o n  o f  phenomena from  w h a t h a s  b e e n  y i e l d e d  by

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n .

The s o - c a l l e d  ' r e d u c t i o n '  t o  t h e  s p h e re  o f  ow nness i s  n o t  a n o th e r  
p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n  a t  a l l ,  b u t  s im p ly  a  f o c u s  on  th e  f i r s t  
o r  n a rro w  s e n s e  o f  g iv e n n e s s  { tra n s c e n d e n c e ]  so  t h a t  t h e  r o l e  and  
n a tu r e  o f  th e  seco n d  s e n s e  c an  em erge (PPH, p .  9 8 ) .

I  s a y  " a l r e a d y  y ie ld e d  b y  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t i o n " ,  s in c e  o n e  c a n
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a c c o u n t  o n ly  f o r  t h a t  w h ic h  i s  w i t h in  t h e  s c o p e  o f  o n e ’ s  a c t u a l  and  

p o s s i b l e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  i f  one  d o e s  n o t  i n t r o d u c e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  b y  o t h e r s .  

S in c e  one b e g in s  from  a  " s o l i p s i s t i c "  p o i n t  o f  v iew  p o s t-p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  

r e d u c t io n ,  on e  does  n o t  in t r o d u c e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  by  o t h e r s  e x p l i c i t l y  

p r i o r  to  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  s e n s e  ’ o t h e r  s u b j e c t ’ .

C. T he M o tiv e  f o r  t h e  "S econd  E p o c h ^ ’

S in c e  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " se c o n d  epoche"  i s  n o t  a  r e d u c t io n  a t  a l l ,

on e  may a s k  "W hat i s  t h e  m o tiv e  f o r  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  w h a t c a n  b e

c o n s id e re d  a s  t r a n s c e n d in g ^  my c o n s c io u s n e s s ? " .  D av id  C a r r  h a s  p ro v id e d

u s  w i th  a  p a r t i a l  a n sw e r: i n  o r d e r  t o  p u t  i n  r e l i e f  t h e  r o l e  and 

n a tu r e  o f  t ra n s c e n d e n c e 2 - I  t h in k  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n o th e r  b u t  r e l a t e d  

m o tiv e ,  t h a t  o f  a l lo w in g  H u s s e r l  to  s t a t e  t h e  p ro b le m s  t o  b e  a d d re s s e d  

i n  t h e i r  c o r r e c t  h i e r a r c h i a l  o r d e r .  W hat i s  t h e  e v id e n c e  f o r  t h i s  i n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n ?

I n  t h e  se co n d  m e d i t a t io n  H u s s e r l  w r i t e s

As a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  we s h a l l  s e e  t h a t ,  i n  a  c e r t a i n  m an n e r, a  
t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  s o l ip s i s m  i s  o n ly  a  s u b o r d in a te  s t a g e  p h i lo s o p h i c a l ly ;  
thoughy. a s  s u c h , i t  m u st f i r s t  b e  d e l im i te d  f o r  p u rp o s e s  o f  m e th o d , 
i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  p ro b lem s o f  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y , 
a s  p ro b lem s b e lo n g in g  t o  a  h ig h e r  l e v e l ,  may b e  c o r r e c t l y  s t a t e d  
and  a t t a c k e d  (CM, p p . 3 0 -3 1 , em p h asis  m in e ) .

D e l im it in g  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  s o l ip s i s m ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  d e s c r i b in g  a l l  and

o n ly  t h a t  w h ich  t r a n s c e n d s o n e ’ s  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  T h u s , t h e  p u rp o s e  o f

th e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  s p h e re  o f  ow nness i s  to  h e lp  o n e  t o  s t a t e  th e

p ro b lem s o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  c o r r e c t l y .

F u r th e r  e v id e n c e  f o r  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  l i e s  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

H u s s e r l  c lo s e s  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  and a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  ow nness by  

i n d i c a t i n g  a  h i e r a r c h y  o f  p ro b lem s t o  b e  a d d re s s e d  i n  p a ra g ra p h  49 .
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H u s s e r l  opens p a ra g ra p h  50 b y  s a y in g  t h a t  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  s p h e re  

o f  ow nness i s  " v e ry  im p o r ta n t " ,  d i r e c t l y  a f t e r  s e t t i n g  o u t  t h e  p ro b le m s .

I  s u g g e s t ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  H u s s e r l  r e g a rd e d  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  

ow nness a s  im p o r ta n t  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  i n  o r d e r  t o  s t a t e  t h e  

p ro b le m s  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  i n  t h e i r  c o r r e c t  o r d e r .

P a r a l l e l  p a s s a g e s  i n  F o rm a l an d  T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic  s u b s t a n t i a t e  

t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  m o tiv e  f o r  t h e  d e s c r i p t i v e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  

s p h e re  o f  ow nness. H u s s e r l  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  t h e  p ro b le m s  o f  i n t e r 

s u b j e c t i v i t y  m u st b e  c l a r i f i e d  and " . . . r e s o l v e d  i n t o  a  f i x e d  and  n e c e s s a r y  

h i e r a r c h y ,  w h ich  maps o u t  t h e  c o u r s e  t h a t  m u s t b e  t a k e n  i n  w o rk in g  o u t  

t h e  s o lu t i o n "  (FTL, p .  2 4 0 ) . H u s s e r l  th e n  b e g in s  w i t h  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  

t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld ,  n o t in g  t h a t  t h e  s e n s e  o f  

' o t h e r  s u b j e c t ’ to  b e  c l a r i f i e d  i s  a  s e n s e  r e l a t i v e  t o  w h ic h  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  

w o r ld  c a n  b e  o b j e c t i v e ,  nam ely  th e  s e n s e  ’ t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  s u b j e c t ' ,  n o t  

'hum an b e i n g ' .  A c c o rd in g ly , H u s s e r l  c o n t i n u e s ,  mŷ  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  f o r  

whom l i t e r a l l y  e v e ry th in g  t h a t  f a l l s  w i t h i n  t h e  s c o p e  o f  phenom enology 

i s ,  m u st b e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l ,  to o  (FTL, p .  2 4 0 ) .  H u s s e r l  im m e d ia te ly  

p ro c e e d s  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h i s  p o i n t s  u s  b a c k  to  w h a t i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  " in "  

my t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  and d i s c u s s e s  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  ow nness 

(FTL, p .  2 4 0 ) . T h u s , I  t a k e  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s p h e re  o f  ow nness t o  

b e  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  f i x i n g  t h e  p ro b le m s o f  o t h e r s  i n  a  f i x e d  

h i e r a r c h y .

D. C o n c lu d in g  R em arks on  th e  S p h e re  o f  Ownness

T h is  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  c a n n o t  b e  p e r s u a s i v e ,  h o w e v e r, u n t i l  I  h a v e  

m ade i t  c l e a r  j u s t  how th e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  ow nness h e lp s
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o n e  t o  s e t  o u t  t h e  p ro b le m s  i n  a  h i e r a r c h y .  I t  a l lo w s  u s ,  i n  p a r t ,  t o  

d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw e e n  w h a t i s  " f o u n d in g "  from  w h a t i s  " fo u n d e d " ,  to  

d i s c e r n  t h a t  t h e  w o r ld ’ s  b e in g  f o r  me i s  a  n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  i t s  

b e in g  f o r  u s .

. . .A n im p o r ta n t  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  o w n n e s s - r e d u c t io n  p e rfo rm e d  o n  t h e s e  
e x p e r ie n c e s  w as t h a t  i t  b ro u g h t  o u t  a  s u b s tr a tu m  b e lo n g in g  to  them , 
a n  i n t e n t i o n a l  s u b s tr a tu m  i n  w h ic h  a  re d u c e d  ’w o r ld ’ show s i t s e l f ,  
a s  a n  ’ im m anent t r a n s c e n d e n c y ’ (CM, p .  1 0 6 ) .

And one m u st a d d r e s s  t h e  p ro b le m  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  fo u n d in g  " l e v e l "  o f  

c o n s t i t u t i o n  b e f o r e  p r o c e e d in g  t o  t h e  fo u n d ed  s e t  o f  p ro b le m s . I f  one 

d id  n o t ,  o n e  w ou ld  r i s k  o v e r lo o k in g  p e r t i n e n t  phenom ena (an d  s e n s e s )  t o  

b e  c l a r i f i e d ,  th u s  p r e v e n t in g  o n e  fro m  a t t a i n i n g  t h e  maximum c l a r i f i c a 

t i o n  t h a t  e v e ry  s e r i o u s  p h e n o m e n o lo g is t  dem ands.

I t  m u st now b e  m ade u n d e r s t a n d a b le  how, a t  th e  fo u n d ed  h i g h e r  
l e v e r ,  t h e  s e n s e - b e s to w a l  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t r a n s c e n d e n c y  p r o p e r ,  to  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  s e c o n d a ry  O b je c t iv e  t r a n s c e n d e n c y , com es a b o u t— 
and d o es  so  a s  a n  e x p e r ie n c e  (CM, p . 1 0 6 ) .

T h u s , t h e  f i r s t  p ro b le m  i s  "W hat i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  s o l e l y  by  m e?" ,

w h e re a s  t h e  se c o n d  p ro b le m  i s  "How do ^  c o n s t i t u t e  " a n o th e r  ego" (any

eg o  w h a ts o e v e r )  a s  t r a n s e  e n d in g  ̂  my c o n s c io u s n e s s ? " .  The t h i r d  p ro b le m ,

th e n ,  w ou ld  b e  "How do we ( t h e  o t h e r  ego and I )  make t r a n s c e n d e n c e ^ ,

a n d  th u s  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld ,  p o s s i b l e ? " .  T he d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  s p h e re

o f  ow nness h e lp s  u s  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw e e n  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  se c o n d

q u e s t io n s  to  b e  a d d r e s s e d ,  c l e a r l y .  B u t i t  a l s o  h e lp s  u s  to  d i f f e r -

i e n t i a t e  b e tw e e n  t h e  se c o n d  and  t h i r d  p ro b le m s , t o o .  F o r  c o n s t i t u t e

t h e  o th e r  eg o ; a n d , a s  c o n s t i t u t e d  b y  m e, h e  i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  o n ly  a s

t r a n s c e n d i n g m y  c o n s c io u s n e s s .

W hat m u st b e  u n d e rs to o d  a b o u t  t h i s  w h o le  a c c o u n t  i s  t h a t ,  w h i l e  
t h e  a l t e r  ego m akes i t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  ’ r e s t ’ o f  t h e  w o r ld  e x c ee d s  
my a c t u a l  and  p o s s i b l e  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  t h e  a l t e r  ego d o e s  n o t  him
s e l f  e x c ee d  my a c t u a l  and  p o s s i b l e  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  T h a t  i s ,  h e  i s
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d e s c r ib e d  i n  t h e  F i f t h  M e d i ta t io n  i n  t h e  sam e way t h a t  e v e r y th in g  • 
e l s e  w as d e s c r ib e d  b e f o r e  t h e  p ro b lem  o f  ’ s o l i p s i s m ’ w as r a i s e d ,  
n am e ly , a s  t r a n s c e n d e n t  o n ly  i n  t h e  w e a k e r  s e n s e :  n o t  r e d u c i b l e
t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  a c t  o r  a c t s  i n  w h ic h  h e  i s  g iv e n  to  me (PPH, p .  9 7 ) .

T h a t  i s ,  t h e  d e l i m i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  o w nness a s  a l l  an d  o n ly  t h a t  

w h ic h  tran scen d S j^  my c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  h e lp s  u s  t o  a v o id  t h e  c o n fu s e d  

b e l i e f  t h a t  w e c a n  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ^  o f  t h e  a l t e r  ego 

w h i le  a d d r e s s in g  t h e  se co n d  q u e s t i o n .  We s e e  t h a t  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ^  (and 

th u s  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld  an d  th in g s  i n  i t )  c a n  b e  a c c o u n te d  f o r  o n ly  

a f t e r  one  b r in g s  c o - c o n s t i t u t o r s  i n t o  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  p i c t u r e .  T h u s , 

t h e  d e l i m i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s p h e re  o f  ow nness p e r m i t s  u s  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  

r e s p o n s e  to  t h e  t h i r d  q u e s t io n  i s  a t  l e a s t  a  c o n se q u e n c e  o f  a n s w e r in g  th e  

se c o n d  q u e s t io n ,  and  n o t  v i c e  v e r s a .  I  s a y  ” a t  l e a s t  a  c o n se q u e n c e ” , 

s i n c e  i t  seem s t o  me t h a t  o n ce  one in t r o d u c e s  i n t e r s u j b e c t i v e  c o n s t i t u 

t i o n ,  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld  i s  th e r e b y  c o n s t i t u t e d .

T h is  l a s t  p o i n t  b r in g s  up à  c e r t a i n  p ro b le m . T he o th e r  s u b j e c t  

an d  I  m u st b e lo n g  t o  t h e  sam e w o r ld  i n  o r d e r  f o r  my e x p e r ie n c e  o f  him  

t o  b e  p o s s i b l e .  So how c a n  H u s s e r l  s a y  t h a t  a  r e s p o n s e  to  t h e  se co n d  

p ro b le m  i s  a  p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  a n sw e rin g  t h e  t h i r d ?  I t  seem s t h a t  we 

m u st su p p o se  t h a t  w e b e lo n g  t o  th e  sam e o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld  i n  o r d e r  t o  

e x p l i c a t e  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  o t h e r  s u b j e c t .  B u t d o e s n ’ t  t h i s  

s u p p o s i t io n  in v o lv e  a  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  n a t u r a l  s t a n d p o in t?  T he f a c t  t h a t  

H u s s e r l  b e g in s  by  d e l i m i t i n g  t h e  s p h e re  o f  ow nness a l lo w s  H u s s e r l  to  

a v o id  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y .  H u s s e r l  c an  g r a n t  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  s u b j e c t  an d  I  

m u st b e lo n g  t o  t h e  sam e w o r ld  i n  o r d e r  f o r  my e x p e r ie n c e  o f  h im  t o  b e  

p o s s i b l e .  B u t h e  c a n  add  t h a t  ’ same w o r ld ’ d o e s  n o t  m ean ’ sam e 

o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld ’ . R a th e r ,  i t  m eans ’ sam e s p h e r e  o f  o w n n ess’ . The o t h e r  

s u b j e c t  m ust b e  ” i n ” my s p h e r e  o f  ow nness.
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T h is  l a s t  p o i n t ,  h o w ev er, r a i s e s  a n o th e r  d i f f i c u l t y .  How c a n  

t h e  o th e r  s u b je c t  b e  " in "  my s p h e re  o f  ow n n ess , w h i l e  my s p h e r e  o f  

ow nness in c lu d e s  o n ly  t h a t  w h ic h  i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  b y  me? T h e re  a r e  two 

an sw e rs  t h a t  r a n  b e  g iv e n  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  F i r s t ,  t h e  o t h e r  s u b j e c t ’ s  

b e in g  " in "  my s p h e re  o f  ow nness does  n o t  r e q u i r e  t h a t  h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

e f f e c t s  f a l l  w i t h i n  my s p h e re  o f  ow nness. I  m e re ly  do  n o t  th e m a t iz e  

t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  e f f e c t s  o f  o th e r s  when I  d e s c r i b e  my s p h e r e  o f  

ow nness. The se c o n d  answ er t o  t h e  q u e s t io n  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  s e n s e  

i n  w h ich  th e  o t h e r  s u b je c t  and  h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  e f f e c t s  a r e  " w i th in "  

my s p h e re  o f  ow nness. A f te r  a l l ,  1  t a k e  i t  t o  b e  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  t h e r e  

a r e  o th e r s  who e x p e r ie n c e  t h e  same ( o b je c t i v e )  w o r ld ;  and  i t  i s  o n  th e  

b a s i s  o f  m2  e x p e r ie n c e  t h a t  I  can  a n a ly z e  t h o s e  e x p e r ie n c e s  from  a  

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l p o i n t  o f  v ie w . A l l  o f  t h a t  i s  f o r  m e, th o u g h  we a r e  

t r y i n g  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  s e n s e  i n  w h ich  i t  i s  n o t  m e re ly  f o r  me.

The t h r e e  q u e s t io n s  t h a t  I  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  c o rre s p o n d  e x a c t ly  t o

th e  p ro b lem s t h a t  H u s s e r l  p r e s e n t s  i n  p a ra g ra p h  49 o f  C a r te s i a n

M e d ita t io n s  (CM, p p . 1 0 6 -1 0 8 ). T h e re  i s  a  f o u r t h  p ro b le m , how ev er, one

t h a t  H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t  em p h asize  i n  C a r te s i a n  M e d i t a t i o n s , b u t  w h ich  i s

t h e  p ro b lem  a s  f a r  a s  a  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  phenom enology i s  c o n c e rn e d .

I t  i s  a  " h ig h e r "  q u e s t io n ,  o n e  w h ich  r e q u i r e s  a n sw e rs  t o  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e

q u e s t io n s  i n  o r d e r  to  a d d re s s  i t .

Among t h e  h ig h e r  q u e s t io n s  a r e  th o s e  c o n c e rn in g  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  
o f  w h a t we may c a l l  a  t h e o r e t i c a l  w o r ld :  t h e  w o r ld  t r u l y  e x i s t i n g
i n  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  s e n s e ,  o r  t h e  w o rld  p e r t a i n i n g  to  a n  u n c o n d i t io n -  
a l l y  and  O b je c t iv e ly  v a l i d  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o g n i t i o n  (FTL, p .  2 4 3 ) .

T h is  p ro b lem  d o e s  n o t  p e r t a i n  s im p ly  t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld ,  b u t  to  any

w o r ld  w h ich  i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e o r e t i c a l l y .  T h is  in c lu d e s  t h e  p ro v in c e s

o f  m a th e m a tic s , l o g i c ,  and phenom enology, n one  o f  w h ic h  a r e  i d e n t i c a l
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w i t h  I n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  r e a l i t y  ( o r ,  t h e  o b j e c t iv e ^  w o r ld ) .  Any w o r ld  

t h a t  i s  ( o r  c a n  b e )  t h e  p r o v in c e  o f  a  s c i e n c e  f a l l s  w i t h i n  t h e  s c o p e  o f  

t h i s  p ro b le m ; and  s i n c e  a  p r o v in c e  i s  p a r t  a n d  p a r c e l  o f  a n y  s c ie n c e  

w h a te v e r ,  a d d r e s s in g  t h i s  p ro b le m  i s  c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  n e u t r a l  s e n s e  o f  

' s c i e n c e '  and  o f  p h e n o m e n o lo g y 's  s t a t u s  a s  a  s c i e n c e .

L e t  u s  c l a r i f y  j u s t  how t h i s  i s  a  h i g h e r - o r d e r  q u e s t i o n .  A 

t h e o r e t i c a l  w o r ld  i s  an y  w o r ld  o f  w h ich  on e  c a n  h a v e  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  

t h e o r e t i c a l  c o g n i t io n .  A t h e o r e t i c a l  w o r ld ,  i n  o t h e r  w o rd s , i s  any  

w o r ld  a b o u t  w h ich  one  c a n  a t t a i n  " o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s " .  'O b j e c t i v e l y  

v a l i d  r e s u l t s '  m eans " . . . r e s u l t s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  r e f i n e d  b y  m u tu a l  

c r i t i c i s m  and  t h a t  now w i th s ta n d  e v e ry  c r i t i c i s m "  (CM, p . 5 , em p h asis  

m in e ) .  I f  m u tu a l c r i t i c i s m  o c c u r s ,  t h e n  o t h e r  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s  m u st 

e x i s t  f o r  m e. S in c e  H u s s e r l 's  f i r s t  p ro b le m  p e r t a i n s  t o  an y  o t h e r  

t r a n s c e n d n e ta l  s u b je c t  w h a ts o e v e r  (CM, p .  1 0 7 ) ,  a n d  s i n c e  t h e  e x te n s io n  

o f  !o t h e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t '  i s  s m a l l e r  th a n  t h a t  o f  

'o t h e r  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  s u b j e c t ' ,  a n s w e rin g  t h e  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r s  f o r  me i s  a  p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  show ing  how a  

t h e o r e t i c a l  w o rld  i s  c o n s t i t u t e d .  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  a  t h e o r e t i c a l  

w o r ld  em erges  o n ly  w i th  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  '  o t h e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  

r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t ' .

T h e re  i s  a n o th e r  p ro b lem  w i th  w h ic h  I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  d e a l t .  I t  

i s  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  t r u t h s .  I n  o r d e r  f o r  t r u t h s  a b o u t  a  t h e o r e t i c a l  w o rld  

t o  b e  p o s s i b l e ,  on e  m u st p re s u p p o s e  t h a t  t h e  p r o v in c e  o f  o n e 's  s c ie n c e  

e x i s t s .

T he p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s c ie n c e s  d ep e n d s  e n t i r e l y  on  t h i s  c e r t a i n t y  
t h a t  t h e i r  p ro v in c e s  e x i s t  i n  t r u t h ,  a n d  t h a t ,  c o n c e rn in g  t h e i r  
p r o v in c e s ,  t h e o r e t i c a l  t r u t h s - i n - t h e m s e l v e s  e x i s t ,  a s  a c t u a l i z a b l e  
by  f o l lo w in g  e x p lo r a b le  an d  g r a d u a l ly  a c t u a l i z a b l e  w ays o f
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c o g n i t io n  (FTL, p .  1 9 9 ).

F o r  th e  s c i e n t i s t ,  th e n ,  t h e r e  m u s t e x i s t  a  t h e o r e t i c a l  w o r ld  to  b e  

e x p lo r e d .  O th e rw is e , t h e r e  w ould  b e  no t r u t h s  t o  b e  d i s c o v e r e d ;  

r a t h e r ,  th e y  w ou ld  b e  c r e a t e d ,  w h ic h  i s  c o u n t e r - s e n s i c a l .  T h is  h o ld s  

even  f o r  phenom enology . A p h e n o m e n o lo g is t n e c e s s a r i l y  s u p p o s e s  t h a t  

h i s  p ro v in c e  ( e g o - c o g i to — c o g i t a tum ) e x i s t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  do phenom eno logy . 

T h is  i s  n o t  t o  s u p p o s e , o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  t h e  w o r ld  ( c o n s t i t u t e d  i n  t h e  

n a t u r a l  s t a n d p o in t )  e x i s t s .

3 . S c h u e tz ' s  C r i t i c i s m s  o f  t h e  S p h e re  o f  O w nness, w i t h  R e p l ie s

S c h u e tz  w r i t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  " f i v e  m a jo r  d i f f i c u l t i e s "  w i th  

H u s s e r l 's  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  o w n n ess . I  t h in k  t h a t  

o n ly  a  c o u p le  o f  h i s  p o i n t s  w i l l  w i th s ta n d  s c r u t i n y .  F i r s t ,  S c h u e tz  

b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  some d i f f i c u l t y  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  " . . . o n e  m u st b e  

a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  w h a t i s  n o t  'p r o p e r l y '  o f  t h e  ego  a n d  to  i d e n t i f y  i t  a s  

su c h  i n  o r d e r  to  b e  a b le  t o  a b s t r a c t  from  i t "  (CP I I I ,  p .  5 9 ) .  S c h u e tz  

d o e s  n o t  d e v e lo p  t h i s  p o i n t ,  b u t  p ro c e e d s  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  a  " p r e c o n s t i t u t e d  

s u s b t r a tu m " . E v id e n t ly ,  th e n ,  S c h u e tz  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  w h a t h e  m e n tio n s  

i s  a  d i f f i c u l t y  by  i t s e l f .  B u t why s h o u ld  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  on e  m u st b e  

a b l e  to  i d e n t i f y  w h a t i s  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e d  s o l e l y  b y  me i n  o r d e r  t o  a b s t r a c t  

from  i t  in v o lv e  a  d i f f i c u l t y ?  W ith o u t e x p la n a t i o n ,  I  c a n  o n ly  p o i n t  o u t  

t h a t  S c h u e tz 's  s u g g e s t io n  t h a t  t h a t  i s  a  d i f f i c u l t y  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  

f a l s e .  F o r  S c h u e tz  i s  t a k in g  i t  t o  b e  o b v io u s  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  

s o - c a l l e d  " r e d u c t io n "  t o  t h e  s p h e re  o f  ow nness t o  b e  p o s s i b l e ,  o n e  m u st 

n o t  h a v e  to  i d e n t i f y  t h a t  w h ic h  i s  n o t  " p r o p e r ly  o f  t h e  e g o " .

S c h u e tz  a p p e a rs  t o  b e  c h a l le n g in g  H u s s e r l  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n
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w i th  w h ic h  h e  c lo s e s  h i s  f i r s t  p o i n t :  "And f u r th e r m o r e ,  how d o es  t h a t

w h ic h  i s  n o t  ’ p r o p e r l y ’ o f  t h e  ego— t h e  n o t - 1  fro m  w h ic h  I  m u st a b s t r a c t  

i n  o r d e r  t o  d i s c l o s e  p r im o r d ia l  t r a n s c e n d e n c e — m a n i f e s t  i t s e l f  a s  su c h ? "  

(CP I I I ,  p .  5 9 ) .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  H u s s e r l  a n a ly z e d  t h e  g iv e n n e s s  o f  

t h a t  w h ic h  i s  n o t  p r o p e r ly  o f  t h e  ego e ls e w h e r e .  T he a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  

w o r ld  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  s t a n d p o i n t  i n  I d e a s  i s  o n ly  o n e  exam ple- I  do 

n o t  s e e  t h e  n e e d  t o  a n a ly z e  t h e  g iv e n n e s s  o f  t h a t  w h ic h  t r a n s c e n d s ^  my 

c o n s c io u s n e s s  a g a in .

The c o n v e rs e  o f  S c h u e tz 's  q u e s t i o n  i s  m uch m ore  i n t e r e s t i n g :  

how d o e s  t h a t  w h ic h  i e  p r o p e r ly  o f  t h e  ego  m a n i f e s t  i t s e l f ?  How i s  

t h e  s p h e re  o f  ow nness g iv e n ?  The a n sw e r t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  i s  n o t  so  

e a s y .  We r e c a l l  t h a t  H u s s e r l  s a y s  t h a t  o n e ’ s  e x p e r ie n c e  i s  "w h o lly  

u n a f f e c te d "  by  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " r e d u c t io n "  t o  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  ow nness 

(CM, p . 9 8 ) .  I f  s o ,  th e n  I  c o n t in u e  t o  e x p e r ie n c e  t h e  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  

w o r ld .  S o , t h e  o n ly  way t h a t  t h e  s p h e re  o f  ow nness c a n  b e  e x p e r ie n c e d  

i s  a s  a n  i s o l a b l e  a s p e c t  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  r e a l i t y .  T he s p h e r e  o f  

ow nness w ould  th e n  b e  i s o l a t e d  i n  th o u g h t  a s  a  them e f o r  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l 

d e s c r i p t i o n .  B u t t h a t  d o es  n o t  m ean t h a t  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  ow nness i s  (o r  

c a n  b e )  e x p e r ie n c e d  s e p a r a t e l y .  Q u i te  t h e  c o n t r a r y .  The s p h e re  o f  

ow nness c a n n o t  b e  e x p e r ie n c e d  s e p a r a t e l y ;  on e  c a n n o t  by  f o r c e  o f  i n t e l l e c t  

b e g in  to  e x p e r ie n c e  t h in g s  a s  m e re ly  t ra n s c e n d in g j^  o n e ’ s  c o n s c io u s n e s s .

One d o e s  h o t  b e g in  t o  e x p e r ie n c e ,  s a y ,  a  t a b l e  a s  t r a n s c e n d in g ^  o n e ’ s  

c o n s c io u s n e s s  s im p ly  b y  th e m a t iz in g  o n e ’ s  s p h e r e  o f  ow n n ess . B u t t h a t  

d o e s  n o t  p r e c lu d e  my d i s c u s s io n  o f  o n ly  a n  i s o l a t e d  a s p e c t  o f  my 

e x p e r ie n c e  ( i . e . ,  d e s c r ib in g  my s p h e r e  o f  o w n n e ss ) . To u s e  th e  

te rm in o lo g y  o f  L o g ic a l  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  t h e  s p h e re  o f  ow nness i s  a
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"moment" o f  t h e  w o r ld ,  t h e  l a t t e r  b e in g  ta k e n  a s  i n t e r s u b j  a c t i v e l y  

e x p e r ie n c e d .

The se c o n d  d i f f i c u l t y  t h a t  S c h u e tz  p o i n t s  o u t  i s  f l u c t u a t i o n

i n  t h e  m ean ings o f  a  c o u p le  o f  k ey  te r m s .  I t  seem s t h a t  t h e  s e n s e  o f

'o t h e r s ’ i s  n o t  s p e c i f i e d  c l e a r l y .

M o reo v er, who a r e  t h e  ’ O th e r s ’ i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  ’ ego s u b j e c t s ’ . . . ?  
A re  th e y  t h e  o t h e r  p e r s o n a l  eg o s?  Or a r e  th e y  t h e  ’ c e n t e r i n g ’ 
o th e r  eg o s  a s  s u b s t r a t a  o f  h a b i t s ?  Of a r e  th e y  t h e  o t h e r  egos 
i n  t h e i r  f u l l  c o n c r e te n e s s  (CP I I I p .  5 9 )?

One c a n  g r a n t  S c h u e tz ’s  p o i n t ,  b u t  a s k  "W hat d i f f e r e n c e  d o e s  i t  m ake to

H u s s e r l ’ s  a n a l y s i s ? ’’. I t  i s  n o t  a s  i f  t h e  r e f e r e n t s  o f  t h e s e  t h r e e

te rm s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t ,  a s  t h e  way S c h u e tz ’ s  w o rd in g  s u g g e s t s .  S c h u e tz

may h a v e  p o in te d  to  a  m in o r  d i f f i c u l t y ,  i n s o f a r  a s  we p r e f e r  c l a r i f i e d

c o n c e p ts  t o  u n c l a r i f i e d  o n e s ;  b u t  t h e  l a c k  o f  c l a r i t y  o n  t h i s  p o i n t

i s  a n y th in g  b u t  " a  m a jo r  d i f f i c u l t y " .

S c h u e tz  m a in ta in s  t h a t  t h e  c o n c e p t  ’ e v e ry o n e ’ i s  am b ig u o u s ,

t o o .

The sam e a m b ig u ity  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  c o r r e l a t e d  c o n c e p t  o f  ’ e v e ry o n e ’ . 
A p p a re n tly ,  e v e ry o n e  i s  a n y  l i v i n g  b e in g  t h a t  i s  e g o - l i k e  
( i c h a r t i g ) ;  th e n  a n o th e r  t im e  i t  may b e  ’ an y  human b e i n g ’ , an d  a  
t h i r d  t im e — a t  l e a s t  a s  f a r  a s  c u l t u r a l  p r e d i c a t e s  a r e  c o n c e rn e d —  
i t  may b e  ’ e v e ry o n e  o f  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  c u l t u r a l  c o m m u n itie s ’
(CP I I I ,  p . 5 9 ) .

U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  S c h u e tz  d o e s  n o t  c o n s id e r  w h e th e r  t h e r e  a r e  good 

p h i lo s o p h i c a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  m ea n in g s  o f  ’ e v e ry 

o n e ’ . The f l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  th e  m ean ing  o f  ’ e v e ry o n e ’ c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  

p r e d i c a t e  t o  b e  c o n s t i t u t e d .  A n im als an d  m em bers o f  a  f o r e i g n  c u l t u r e  

s im p ly  a r e  n o t  o t h e r  s u b j  e c t s  i n  th e  r e l e v a n t  s e n s e ,  when o n e  c o n s id e r s  

t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f ,  s a y ,  E u ro p e an  c u l t u r a l  p r e d i c a t e s .  A d o g , f o r  

e x am p le , d o e s  n o t  i d e n t i f y  a n  a i r p l a n e  a s  a  p e r s o n  d o e s . I n  t h e  c h a p te r



230

on  e v id e n c e  and  t r u t h ,  I  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  o n ly  a  p l u r a l i t y  o f  

r a t i o n a l  s u b je c t s  c a n  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  s e n s e  *s c i e n c e ' ;  a c c o r d in g ly ,  o n e  

m u s t s h i f t  from  'a n y  o t h e r  s u b j e c t '  t o  'a n y  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t ' .  T h e re  

i s ,  th e n ,  a  good p h i lo s o p h i c a l  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  s h i f t s  i n  m ean ing  o f  th e  

te rm  'e v e r y o n e ';  t h e  m eaning  m u st ch an g e  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e  s e n s e  t o  

b e  c o n s t i t u t e d ,  s in c e  i t  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  e v e ry  o t h e r  s u b j e c t  p la y s  

a  r o l e  i n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  evezry s e n s e .

S c h u e tz 's  t h i r d  c r i t i c i s m  p e r t a i n s  t o  t h e  m is le a d in g  s ta te m e n t

t h a t  I  d i s c u s s e d  a b o v e .

H u s s e r l  e x p l i c i t l y  s t a t e s  ( P a r .  44 ) t h a t  e v e ry  r e f e r e n c e  o f  s e n s e  
to  a  p o s s i b l e  Us and We i s  e x c lu d e d  by  t h e  seco n d  epoche'I B u t how 
i s  t h i s  c o m p a tib le  w i th  t h e  r e t e n t i o n  o f  a l l  a c t u a l  and  p o s s i b l e  
e x p e r ie n c e s  ^ f  O t h e r s . . .w i t h i n  t h e  s p h e re  o f  w h a t i s  'p r o p e r l y '  o f  
t h e  ego (CP I I I ,  p . 5 9 ) .

S c h u e tz 's  p e r p l e x i t y  i s  u n d e r s t a n d a b le ,  in asm u ch  a s  I  h a v e  a l r e a d y

e x p la in e d  t h a t  H u s s e r l 's  i n i t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  " r e d u c t io n "  to

t h e  s p h e re  o f  ow nness i s  m is le a d in g .

H is  f o u r t h  c r i t i c i s m  i s  t h a t  H u s s e r l  c a n n o t  m a in ta in  t h e

d i s t i n c t i o n  t h a t  h e  draw s b e tw e e n  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  e f f e c t s  o f  o t h e r

s u b je c t s  and  th e  a c t u a l  an d  p o s s i b l e  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  w h a t i s  n o t  " p r o p e r ly  

o f  th e  e g o " . S c h u e tz  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  so  b e c a u s e  a l l  (o r  n e a r ly  

a l l )  o r  o u r  e x p e r ie n c e s  o c c u r  " in "  t h e  n a t u r a l  w o r ld ,  o r  a r e  a t  l e a s t  

i n t e r p r e t e d  by u s  i n  t h a t  m anner (CP I I I ,  p . 6 0 ) .  S in c e  th e  n a t u r a l  

w o r ld  i s  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  e f f e c t  o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s ,  and  s in c e  my 

e c p e r ie n c e  o f  o t h e r s  o c c u r s  " in "  t h e  n a t u r a l  w o r ld ,  H u s s e r l  c a n n o t 

m a in ta in  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  e f f e c t s  o f  o t h e r s  

and my e x p e r ie n c e  o f  o t h e r s .  B ut t h e  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  a l l  ( o r  n e a r l y  a l l )

o f  o u r  e x p e r ie n c e s  o c c u r  " i n "  th e  n a t u r a l  w o r ld  i s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  t h e s i s
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o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  s ta n d p o in t .  B u t o n e  re m a in s  n e u t r a l  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to  

t h e  t h e s i s  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  s t a n d p o in t  p o s t-p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  r e d u c t io n .

Of c o u rs e ,  S c h u e tz  may in te n d  t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  b e in g  

n e u t r a l  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  th e  t h e s i s  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  s t a n d p o i n t .  B u t 

S c h u e tz  g iv e s  no  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s ;  s o ,  o n e  s u s p e c t s  t h a t  h e  h a s  

m e re ly  c o n f l a t e d  th e  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  an d  n a t u r a l  s t a n d p o i n t s .  The same 

g o es  f o r  h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  we i n t e r p r e t  o u r  e x p e r ie n c e s  a s  o c c u r in g  w i t h i n  

t h e  w o r ld . The f a c t  t h a t  I  i n t e r p r e t  my e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  o t h e r s  a s  " in "  

th e  n a t u r a l  w o rld  p r e - p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y  d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  su c h  a  ccm m it- 

m en t p o s t - r e d u c t io n .  I n  o t h e r  w o rd s , S c h u e tz  d o e s  n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h  

b e tw e en  th e  s t a n d p o in t s  o f  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  ego and  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  

o b s e rv e r  h e r e ,  a  d i s t i n c t i o n  t h a t  h e  d raw s i n  t h e  n e x t  c r i t i c i s m .

S c h u e tz  e x p re s s e s  h i s  f i f t h  c r i t i c i s m ,  o n c e  a g a in ,  i n  a  

r h e t o r i c a l  q u e s t i o n .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  s e e  why h e  i s  p ro m p ted  to  

draw  th e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  h e  d o e s . He b e g in s  b y  n o t io n  F i n k 's  d i s t i n c t i o n  

b e tw e en  t h r e e  " d i f f e r e n t  e g o s " ,  and  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  H u s s e r l  s p e a k s  from  

d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t s  o f  v iew  ( th e s e  p o i n t s  o f  v ie w  c o r r e s p o n d in g  to  th e  

" d i f f e r e n t  e g o s " ) .  One w ould  e x p e c t  S c h u e tz  t o  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  H u s s e r l  

sh o u ld  j u s t i f y  t h e s e  s h i f t s  i n  s t a n d p o i n t ,  i n  o r d e r  to  r e n d e r  h i s  

a c c o u n t  c l e a r .  T h is  e x p e c t a t i o n  i s  f r u s t r a t e d  w hen S c h u e tz  i n f e r s  t h e  

fo l lo w in g :

B u t i s  t h a t  w h ich  i s  n o t  'p r o p e r l y '  o f  t h e  ego an d  w h ich  s h o u ld  
b e  e x c lu d e d  o r  s c re e n e d  o f f ,  n o t  t h e  a p p e r c e p t io n  o f  'a n o t h e r  
human b e i n g ' ,  i . e . ,  a n o th e r  m undane ego i n  h i s  m undane l i f e ,  
ev en  i f  we g r a n t  t h a t  i t  i s  m o d if ie d  t o  'a n o t h e r  ego f o r  m e' (CP I I I ,
p p . 6 0 -6 1 )?

W hat, one  may a s k ,  d o es  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  " t h r e e  eg o s"  h a v e  t o  

do w i th  th e  a p p e r c e p t io n  o f  a n o th e r  m undane ego? P e rh a p s  t h e  c o n n e c t io n
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i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  S c h u e tz  c i t e s  H u s s e r l  a s  s a y in g  th e  f o l lo w in g  j u s t  

b e f o r e  d raw in g  th e  c o n c lu s io n :  " I  e x p e r ie n c e  t h e  O th e r  2 2  and

know t h a t  h e  i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  i n  ’m e '— a l th o u g h  'm i r r o r e d  a p p r e s e n t a t i v e l y ' , 

and  n o t  e x p e r ie n c e d  o r i g i n a l l y "  (CP I I I ,  p .  6 0 ) .  E v id e n t ly ,  S c h u e tz  

h a s  ta k e n  H u s s e r l  t o  b e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a  m undane ego w hen H u s s e r l  s a y s  

t h a t  h e  e x p e r ie n c e s  t h e  O th e r  i n  t h e  p a s s a g e  j u s t  q u o te d . T h is  p rom p ts  

S c h u e tz  t o  o b j e c t  t h a t  t h e  a p p e r c e p t io n  o f  a n o th e r  m undane ego i s  

e x c lu d e d  a f t e r  t h e  " se c o n d  epoche* '.

The r a t i o n a l e  f o r  S c h u e tz 's  o b j e c t i o n ,  th e n ,  seem s t o  b e  t h e  

f o l lo w in g :  The o n ly  o th e r  eg o s  t h a t  I  e x p e r ie n c e  a r e  m undane e g o s .

T h is  i s  th e  r e a s o n  why S c h u e tz  r e p l a c e s  ' t h e  O th e r ’ w i th  'm undane  e g o '.

B u t any m undane ego i s  so m e th in g  " i n "  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld .  H ence , my 

e x p e r ie n c e  o f  him  r e q u i r e s  t h e  p r i o r  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h a t  w o r ld .  TLow- 

e v e r ,  t h a t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  w ha t H u s s e r l  e x c lu d e s  fro m  t h e  them e w i th  h i s  

" se c o n d  e p o c h e " . B e s id e s ,  H u s s e r l  i s  t r y i n g  to o a n a ly z e  t h e  s e n s e  o f  

' o th e r  s u b j e c t '  r e l a t i v e  to  w h ic h  t h e r e  i s  a n  o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld  ( f o r  u s ) .  

H u s s e r l  c a n n o t a c c o m p lis h  t h a t  g o a l  b y  d e s c r i b in g  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  a  

m undane eg o . The s o l u t i o n  to  t h e  p ro b le m  r e q u i r e s  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  a  

t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  eg o . The l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  g o e s  beyond  th e  

t e x t  o f  S c h u e tz 's  a r t i c l e  c o n s id e r a b ly ,  a l th o u g h  I  c o n s id e r  t h e  f i r s t  

p a r t  o f  my p ro p o se d  r a t i o n a l e  t o  b e  t h e  o n ly  p o s s i b l e  e x p la n a t io n  f o r  

h i s  c r i t i c i s m .  T h u s , I  r e g a r d  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  my p r o p o s a l  a s  

S c h u e tz ' s  t h e s i s .

I f  I  am r i g h t  a b o u t t h e  r a t i o n a l  f o r  S c h u e tz 's  c r i t i c i s m s ,  

th e n  i t  c o n ta in s  a  c o u p le  o f  c o n f u s io n s .  T he o n ly  way a n  a n a l y s i s  

o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  o th e r  s u b j e c t s  w ou ld  r e q u i r e  t h e  p r i o r  c o n s t i t u -
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t i o n  o f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld  i s  i f  H u s s e r l ’ s  g o a l  w e re  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r

t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ^  o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  w i t h i n  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  o w n n ess .

B u t I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  p o in te d  o u t  ( f o l lo w in g  C a r r )  t h a t  H u s s e r l ’ s  g o a l  i s

s im p ly  to  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  tran scen d en ce^^  o f  t h e  ’’f i r s t ”  o th e r  s u b j e c t ,

and  from  t h e r e  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  t r a n s e  end e n c e ^  o f  e v e r y th in g  e l s e

( in c lu d in g  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s ) .

T h a t i s ,  h e  ( 3 h e  o t h e r  s u b j e c ^  i s  d e s c r ib e d  i n  t h e  F i f t h  M e d i ta t io n  
i n  t h e  sam e way t h a t  e v e r y th in g  e l s e  w as d e s c r ib e d  b e f o r e  t h e  
p ro b le m  o f  ’ s o l i p s i s m ’ w as r a i s e d ,  n a m e ly , a s  t r a n s c e n d e n t  o n ly  i n  
t h e  w e a k e r  s e n s e :  n o t  r e d u c i b l e  to  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  a c t  o r  a c t s
i n  w h ic h  h e  i s  g iv e n  t o  m e . . .  O r, i f  t h e  o t h e r  i s  h im s e l f  g iv e n  
a s  o b j e c t i v e  ( t r a n s c e n d e n t  i n  th e  s t r o n g e r  s e n s e ) ,  i t  i s  o n ly  
by  r e f e r e n c e  to  a n o th e r  p o s s ib l e  a l t e r  ego ( o r  t h e  sam e a l t e r  ego) 
w h ich  i s  t r a n s c e n d e n t  o n ly  i n  t h e  w e a k e r  s e n s e  (PPH, p . 9 7 ) .

I f  H u s s e r l  c a n  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ^  o f  t h e  o t h e r  s u b j e c t ,

an d  th e r e b y  a c c o u n t  f o r  t ra n s c e n d e n c e ^ »  th e n  h e  d o e s  n o t  h ave :'.to  m ake

s u r r e p t i t i o u s  u s e  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  ’ o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld ’ i n  h i s  a n a l y s i s .

S in c e  S c h u e tz  h a s  n o t  shown t h a t  H u s s e r l  c a n n o t  p ro c e e d  i n  t h a t  f a s h i o n ,

h e  h a s  n o t  shown t h a t  H u s s e r l  m u st m ake s u r r e p t i t i o u s  u s e  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t

’o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld ’ i n  h i s  a n a l y s i s .  S c h u e tz ’ s  s ta t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e

a p p e r c e p t io n  o f  o t h e r  human b e in g s  i s  e x c lu d e d  may m ean t h a t  t h e

se c o n d  e p o c h ^ a l t e r s  o n e ’ s  e x p e r ie n c e .  B u t I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  shown t h a t

t h a t  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e .

T h is  p o i n t  in t r o d u c e s  my c r i t i c i s m  o f  w h a t 1 t a k e  to  b e  t h e  

se c o n d  p a r t  o f  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  S c h u e tz ’ s  c r i t i c i s m .  As we saw  i n  

t h e  c h a p te r  on  la n g u a g e  a n d  m ea n in g , H u s s e r l  m is ta k e n ly  i n f e r r e d  from  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  n e e d e d  t o  a n a ly z e  t h e  s e n s e  ’ o t h e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  

s u b j e c t ’ t h a t  t h e  r e f e r e n t  m u st b e  d i f f e r e n t  th a n  ’ o t h e r  human b e in g  

o r  q u a s i-h u m a n  b e i n g ’ . I  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  two non-synonym ous e x p r e s s io n s  

c a n  h a v e  th e  sam e r e f e r e n t .  M o re o v e r, t h e  r e f e r e n t s  o f  ’o t h e r  human
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b e in g s  o r  q u a s i-h u m a n  b e in g s ' and 'o t h e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  s u b j e c t s '  

a r e  t h e  sam e. T h u s , i t  i s  n o t  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  H u s s e r l  m u s t t u r n  to  

t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  so m e th in g  o th e r  th a n  a  human b e in g  o r  q u a s i-h u m a n  

b e in g  i n  o r d e r  t o  a d d r e s s  h i s  p ro b le m , t h a t  o f  c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  s e n s e  

o f  ' o t h e r  s u b j e c t '  r e l a t i v e  t o  w h ic h  t h e r e  i s  a n  o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld  f o r  

u s .  S c h u e tz  a p p e a rs  to  h a v e  c o n fu s e d  t h e  m a t t e r  i n  a  s i m i l a r  w ay. My 

a c c e s s  t o  a n o th e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  s u b j e c t  i s  th ro u g h  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  

a n o t h e r 's  b o d y ; and i f  t h a t  o t h e r  s u b j e c t ' s  bo d y  i s  c o n s id e r e d  o n ly  a s  

t r a n s c e n d i n g o n e 's  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  t h e r e  i s  no  p a r t i c u l a r  p ro b le m .

I f  t h e  " r e d u c t io n "  t o  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  ow nness am ounted  t o  " s c r e e n i n g  o u t"  

t h e  a p p e r c e p t io n  o f  a n o th e r  ego f o r  me (CP I I I ,  p p . 6 0 - 6 1 ) ,  th e n  

s i n c e  my a c c e s s  t o  a n o t h e r 's  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  s u b j e c t i v i t y  i s  m e d ia te d  

b y  p e r c e p t io n  o f  h i s  bod y , t h e r e  w ould  b e  no  way o f  s o lv in g  t h e  p ro b le m  

o f  i n t e r s u b j  a c t i v i t y  i f  one  b e g a n  w i th  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  o w n n ess . S c h u e tz 's  

n o t io n  t h a t  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " se c o n d  e p o c h ^ ' e x c lu d e d  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  

o t h e r  egos e v id e n t ly  r e s t s  on  h i s  p r e v io u s  c h a rg e  t h a t  H u s s e r l  c a n n o t  

m a in ta in  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  e f f e c t s  o f  o t h e r  

s u b j e c t s  and  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s .  F o r  i f  t h a t  d i s t i n c t i o n  

c a n n o t  b e  m a in ta in e d ,  th e n  t h e  p e r c e p t io n  o f  a n o th e r  ego w ould  r e q u i r e  

t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  th e  o t h e r ' s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  e f f e c t s .

. . 4 .  C a r te s i a n  M e d i ta t io n s ,  P a ra g ra p h  5 0 : The M e d ia te  I n t e n t i o n a l i t y

o f  E x p e r ie n c in g  Someone E l s e

L e t  u s  t u r n  to  th e  a n a l y s i s  i t s e l f  and  e x a m in e - H u s s e r l 's  a rg u m e n ts . 

H u s s e r l  b e g in s  by a rg u in g  t h a t  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  som eone e l s e  m u s t b e  

a  " m e d ia te d "  i n t e n t i o n a l i t y .  I t  w i l l  becom e c l e a r  t h a t  b y  'm e d i a t e '
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H u s s e r l  m eans 'a p p e r c e p t i v e ' ;  I  s h a l l  e x p la in  t h e  m ean in g s  o f  

' a p p e r c e p t io n ' and  'a p p r e s e n t a t i o n '  ( 'a p p e r c e p t i o n ' b e in g  synonymous 

w i th  'a p p r e s e n t a t i o n ')  i n  t h e  c o u rs e  o f  my a n a l y s i s .

H u s s e r l 's  a rg u m en t f o r  t h e  m ed iacy  o f  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  some

o n e  e l s e  i s  a s  f o l lo w s :

1 . When I  p e r c e iv e  som eone e l s e ,  I  p e r c e iv e  bi-m " i n  p e r s o n " .

2 . B u t i f  I  e x p e r ie n c e d  th e  o t h e r  e g o , h i s  a p p e a ra n c e s  o r  

s u b j e c t i v e  p r o c e s s e s  " o r i g i n a l l y " , th e n  th e  o th e r  s u b j e c t  and 

I  w ould  b e  i d e n t i c a l .

3 . O b v io u s ly , t h e  o th e r  s u b j e c t  and  I  a r e  n o t  i d e n t i c a l .

4 . T h e r e f o r e ,  a l th o u g h  I  p e r c e iv e  som eone e l s e  " i n  p e r s o n " ,

I  e x p e r ie n c e  n e i t h e r  th e  o t h e r  e g o , n o t  h i s  a p p e a r a n c e s ,  n o r  

h i s  s u b j e c t i v e  p r o c e s s e s ,  o r i g i n a l l y .

H u s s e r l  r e f e r s  b a c k  to  p re m is e  2 s a y in g  "T he s i t u a t i o n  w ould  

b e  s i m i l a r  a s  r e g a r d s  h i s  a n im a te  o rg a n is m , i f  t h e  l a t t e r  w e re  n o th in g  

e l s e  b u t  t h e  'b o d y ' j^ o r p e i ^  t h a t  i s  a  u n i t y  c o n s t i t u t e d  p u r e ly  i n  my 

a c t u a l  and p o s s ib l e  e x p e r i e n c e s . . . "  (CM, p . 1 0 9 ) . T h a t  s ta t e m e n t  i s  

som ew hat am biguous. H u s s e r l  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  s a y in g  t h a t

5 . I f  I  e x p e r ie n c e d  th e  o t h e r ' s  a n im a te  o rg an ism  o r i g i n a l l y  

( i . e . , i f  t h e  o t h e r ' s  L e ib  w e re  n o th in g  b u t  a  K o rp e r t h a t  

t r a n s c e n d s m y  c o n s c io u s n e s s ) ,  th e n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w ould  b e  

s i m i l a r  to  t h a t  d e s c r ib e d  i n  p re m is e  2  ( i . e . ,  t h e  " o t h e r 's "  

l e i b  w ould  b e  i d e n t i c a l  w i th  my L e i b ) .

I f  I  h a v e  i n t e r p r e t e d  p re m is e  5 c o r r e c t l y ,  th e n  a  c o u p le  o f  

q u e s t io n s  a r i s e .  Why d o e s  H u s s e r l  s a y  " s i m i l a r "  ( a h n l i c h )  i n  th e  

p a s s a g e ?  T h a t l o c u t io n  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e en
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t h e  o t h e r 's  ego and  h i s  a n im a te  o rg a n ism  ( L e ib ) . The sam e c o n c lu s io n  

i s  s u g g e s te d  by  th e  f a c t  t h a t  H u s s e r l  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  o t h e r ' s  L e ib  i n  

a  s e p a r a te  s e n te n c e ,  i n  a  s e n te n c e  t h a t  im m e d ia te ly  f o l lo w s  t h e  o n e  

i n  w hich  H u s s e r l  t a l k s  a b o u t e x p e r ie n c in g  t h e  a l t e r  ego  o r i g i n a l l y  

( s e e  p re m ise  .2 and  CM, p . 1 0 9 ) . I f  i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  H u s s e r l  i s  

i m p l i c i t l y  d i s t i n g u i s h in g  b e tw e en  th e  o t h e r ' s  ego  an d  L e ib  (an d  th u s  

b e tw e en  ego and  L e i b ) , th e n  i t  i s  f a i r  t o  a s k  "W hat i s  t h e  

p h e n o m en o lo g ica l e v id e n c e  f o r  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ? " .  I t  i s  n o t  a  p l a i n l y  

o b v io u s  t r u t h ,  o r  o n e  t h a t  i s  u n c o n t r o v e r s i a l . M e r le a u -P o n ty ,  f o r  

exam ple, a rg u e s  t h a t  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e en  s u b j e c t  and o b j e c t  i s  

b l u r r e d  i n  o n e 's  body ( th e  body b e in g  a  L e ib -K o rp e r ) , and  t h a t  o n e 's  

body ( c o n s id e re d  a s  a n  a n im a te  o rg a n ism ) ^  o n e 's  s u b j e c t i v i t y .  M ore

o v e r ,  some A ng lo -A m erican  p h i lo s o p h e r s  h a v e  a rg u e d  f o r  m in d -b o d y  

i d e n t i t y .

P e rh a p s  t h i s  i s  a  m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  s e n te n c e  i n  q u e s t io n ,  

s i n c e  H u s s e r l  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  some o b j e c t s  a r e  c o n s t i t u t e d  ( i n  p a r t )  by  

th e  s e n s e  o f  to u c h . H u s s e r l 's  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  "my" a n im a te  o rg a n ism  

(CM, p . 97) r e q u i r e s  t h a t  o n e ’ s  bod y  i s  n o t  a  m ere  o b j e c t ,  b u t  a  

c o n s t i t u t i n g  s u b je c t  a s  w e l l .  The p re m ise  we a r e  c o n s id e r in g  (p re m is e  

5) a p p e a rs  to  h a v e  so m eth in g  t o  do w i th  H u s s e r l 's  s ta t e m e n ts  t h a t  o n ly  

my body i s  an  a n im a te  o rg an ism  (L e ib ) w i t h in  t h e  s p h e re  o f  o w n n ess , and 

t h a t  e v e ry  o th e r  body i s  m e re ly  a  body  (K o rp e r) (CM, p .  9 7 ) .  I  t a k e  

th o s e  s ta te m e n ts  to  m ean t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  s u b j e c t  qua  L e ib  t r a n s c e n d s ^  

my c o n s c io u s n e s s  and does n o t ,  a c c o r d in g ly ,  f a l l  w i t h in  t h e  s c o p e  o f  

my s p h e re  o f  ow nness. The o t h e r ' s  L e ib  t r a n s c e n d s 2  my c o n s c io u s n e s s  

( i s  n o t  " in "  my s p h e re  o f  ow nness) b e c a u s e  i t  i ^  t h e  o t h e r  s u b j e c t ,  o r
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a t  l e a s t  p re s u p p o s e s  t h e  n o t io n  ’ a l t e r  e g o ' .  B u t w h a t d o e s  t h a t  h a v e  

t o  do w i th  w h a t X e x p e r ie n c e  " o r i g i n a l l y " ?  A f t e r  a l l ,  we a r e  t r y i n g  t o  

i n t e r p r e t  H u s s e r l ’s  re m a rk  a h o u t  o th e r  a n im a te  o rg a n is m s  (p re m is e  5 ) ,  

w h ich  e v id e n t ly  r e f e r s  u s  b a c k  to  t h e  s ta t e m e n t  a b o u t  e x p e r ie n c in g  

o t h e r  eg o s  (p re m is e  2 ) .

A c l o s e r  a n a l y s i s  o f  p r e m is e  2 s h o u ld  h e lp  c l a r i f y  H u s s e r l ’ s

t h e s i s :

2 . B u t i f  I  e x p e r ie n c e d  t h e  o t h e r  ego o r i g i n a l l y ,  th e  o t h e r  

s u b j e c t  and  I  w ould  b e  i d e n t i c a l .

P re m is e  2 a p p e a r s  t o  in v o lv e  a  c o n fu s io n  b e tw e e n  h a v in g  a n  e x p e r ie n c e  

and  e x p e r ie n c in g  a n  e x p e r ie n c e .  I t  i s  o b v io u s ly  t r u e  t h a t  i f  I  h av e  

any  e x p e r ie n c e  b e lo n g in g  t o  so m e th in g  t h a t  i s  o s t e n s i b l y  n o t  m e, th e n  

t h a t  o s t e n s i b l e  o th e r  i s  i d e n t i c a l  w i th  m e. B u t i t  i s  n o t  an  o b v io u s  

t r u t h  t h a t  I  c a n n o t  e x p e r ie n c e  a n o th e r ’ s  e x p e r ie n c e .  T h u s , H u s s e r l  

s h o u ld  n o t  h av e  u se d  t h a t  p re m ise  a s  i f  i t  w e re  a n  o b v io u s  t r u t h .

I f  H u s s e r l  h a s  n o t  c o n f l a t e d  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  h a v in g  and  

e x p e r ie n c in g  a n  e x p e r ie n c e ,  th e n  t h e r e  m u st b e  some c o n n e c t io n  b e tw e e n  

w h a t I  e x p e r ie n c e  o r i g i n a l l y  (w hat i s  " d i r e c t l y  a c c e s s i b l e " )  an d  my 

s p h e re  o f  o w nness. I  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  c o n n e c t io n  i s  t h a t  H u s s e r l  i s  

m aking u s e  o f  a  s u p p re s s e d  p re m is e , nam ely

6 . E v e ry th in g  t h a t  I  e x p e r ie n c e  o r i g i n a l l y  f a l l s  w i t h i n  th e  

sc o p e  o f  my s p h e re  o f ow nness ( i . e . ,  i s  r e d u c i b l e  to  my a c t u a l  

and  p o s s i b l e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  i t ) .

I f  we su p p o se  t h a t  6  i s  a  p re m ise  i n  H u s s e r l ’ s  a rg u m e n t (C f . CM, p . 1 1 4 ) , 

th e n  we c a n  e x p la in  p re m is e s  2 and  5 . S in c e  t h e  o t h e r ’ s  e g o , a p p e a ra n c e s  

and  s u b je c t iv e  p r o c e s s e s  t r a n s c e n d ^  my c o n s c io u s n e s s  ( s i n c e ,  b e in g
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t h e  o t h e r ' s  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  f o r  me i s  i r r e d u c i b l e  t o  my 

a c t u a l  and p o s s i b l e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  i t ) , i t  d o e s  n o t  f a l l  w i t h in  t h e  

s c o p e  o f  s p h e re  o f  ow nness an d  c a n n o t  (by  p r e m is e  6 ) b e  e x p e r ie n c e d  

o r i g i n a l l y .  I f  we i n t e r p r e t  p re m is e  2 i n  l i g h t  o f  p r e m is e  6 , t h e n ,  

p re m is e  2  m eans

2 * . I f  I  e x p e r ie n c e d  a n  o s t e n s i b l e  o t h e r  ego  o r i g i n a l l y ,  th e n  

(by  p re m is e  6 ) i t  w ou ld  f a l l  w i t h in  t h e  s c o p e  o f  my s p h e re  o f  

o w n n ess , and  t h e r e f o r e  n o t  b e  a n o th e r  ego  ( s i n c e  a n  a c t u a l  

o t h e r  ego  t r a n s c e n d s ^  my c o n s c io u s n e s s ) .

We c a n  a l s o  r e i n t e r p r e t  p re m ise  5 i n  l i g h t  o f  p r e m is e  6 .

5 * . I f  I  e x p e r ie n c e d  a n  o s t e n s i b l e  o t h e r  L e ib  o r i g i n a l l y ,  

th e n  (by  p re m is e  6 ) t h a t  " o th e r "  L e ib  w ou ld  f a l l  w i t h in  t h e  

sc o p e  o f  my s p h e re  o f  ow nness ( i . e . ,  w ou ld  o n ly  t r a n s c e n d ^  my 

c o n s c io u s n e s s )  and  th u s  n o t  b e  a n o th e r  a n im a te  o rg a n is m .

I f  p re m ise  5* i s  a n  a c c u r a t e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d in g  p a r t  o f  H u s s e r l 's  

a rg u m e n t, th e n  H u s s e r l  i s  b a s i c a l l y  r e s t a t i n g  a  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  h e  to o k  

w h i le  d e s c r ib in g  th e  s p h e re  o f  o w n n ess , n a m e ly , t h a t  " I "  am t h e  s o le  

a n im a te  o rg a n ism  i n  my s p h e re  o f  ow nness (CM, p .  9 7 ) .

Now p re m is e  6  i s  t h e  o n ly  way I  c a n  m ake s e n s e  o u t  o f  p re m is e s  

2  an d  5 and  s a v e  H u s s e r l  from  t h e  o b j e c t i o n  t h a t  h e  h a s  c o n f l a t e d  t h e  

d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  h a v in g  and  e x p e r ie n c in g  an  e x p e r i e n c e ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  

h a s  p r e s e n te d  no e v id e n c e  f o r  s a y in g  t h a t  i f  I  e x p e r ie n c e d  t h e  o t h e r 's  

ego " o r i g i n a l l y " ,  h e  w ould  b e  i d e n t i c a l  w i th  me. B u t i f  we a c c e p t  

p re m is e  6 , w h ich  in v o lv e s  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h a t  w h ich  c a n  be  

e x p e r ie n c e d  o r i g i n a l l y  w i th  w h a te v e r  f a l l s  w i t h in  t h e  sc o p e  o f  my s p h e re  

o f  ow n n ess , we h av e  a  new p ro b le m . The new p ro b le m  a r i s e s  w hen we l e a r n  .
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t h a t  t h a t  w h ich  i s  e x p e r ie n c e d  o r i g i n a l l y  i s  t h a t  w h ic h  i s  p r e s e n t e d .

T h is  p o i n t  em erges fro m  H u s s e r l ’ s  f i n a l  c o n c lu s io n  o f  h i s  a rg u m en t f o r

t h e  "m ed iacy "  o f  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  som eone e l s e .

A c e r t a i n  m ed iacy  o f  i n t e n t i o n a l i t y  m u st b e  p r e s e n t  h e r e ,  g o in g  o u t  
from  th e  s u b s tr a tu m , ’p r im o r d ia l  w o r ld ’ , . . . a n d  m aking  p r e s e n t  to  
c o n s c io u s n e s s  a  ’ t h e r e  t o o ' ,  w h ich  n e v e r t h e l e s s  i s  n o t  i t s e l f  t h e r e  
and  c an  n e v e r  becom e a n  ’ i t s e l f  t h e r e ’ . We h a v e  h e r e ,  a c c o r d in g ly ,  
a  k in d  o f  m aking  ’ c o - p r e s e n t ’ , a  k in d  o f  ’a p p r e s e n t a t i o n ’ (CM, 
p .  1 0 9 ) .

I n  b r i e f ,  H u s s e r l  i s  s a y in g  t h a t  s in c e  I  e x p e r ie n c e  o t h e r s  " i n  p e rs o n "  

an d  y e t  do  n o t  e x p e r ie n c e  t h e i r  s u b j e c t i v i t i e s  " o r i g i n a l l y " ,  t h e r e  m ust 

b e  a p p r e s e n ta t io n  i n  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  som eone e l s e .  H e re , th e n ,  t h a t  

w h ich  i s  e x p e r ie n c e d  o r i g i n a l l y  i s  c o n t r a s t e d  w i th  t h a t  w h ich  i s  

a p p r e s e n te d .  S in c e  t h a t  w h ich  i s  a p p r e s e n te d  i s  c o n t r a s t e d  w i th  t h a t  

w h ich  i s  p r e s e n t e d ,  w hat I  e x p e r ie n c e  o r i g i n a l l y  i s  t h a t  w h ich  i s  

p r e s e n t e d .

B u t t h a t  w h ich  i s  p r e s e n te d  i s  n o t  c o - e x t e n s iv e  w i th  w hat 

f a l l s  w i th in  t h e  s c o p e  o f  my s p h e re  o f  ow n n ess . My s p h e re  o f  ow nness 

i n c lu d e s  a l l  and o n ly  t h a t  w h ich  i s  w i th in  t h e  sc o p e  o f  my a c t u a l  and 

p o t e n t i a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  T h a t w h ich  i s  a p p r e s e n te d  a t  one t im e  c an  b e  

p r e s e n te d  a t  a n o th e r .  F o r  ex a m p le , a l th o u g h  I  now f e e l  o n ly  t h e  p l a s t i c  

p a r t  o f  t h i s  p e n , I  c a n  to u c h  i t s  t i p .  T h u s , i f  t h e  s p h e re  o f  ow nness 

w ere  i d e n t i c a l  w i th  w hat I  e x p e r ie n c e  o r i g i n a l l y  (w h ich , i n  t u m ,  i s  

i d e n t i c a l  w i th  w hat i s  p r e s e n t e d ) , th e n  ’ s p h e re  o f  ow n n ess’ w ould  h av e  

t o  m ean ’w h a te v e r  f a l l s  w i t h in  t h e  sc o p e  o f  my a c t u a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s ’ . 

O b v io u s ly , i t  d o es  n o t .

B u t we m u st n o t  l e a v e  o u t  o f  c o n s id e r a t i o n  th e  im p o r ta n t  

d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw een  a p p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  a n o th e r  s u b je c t  and  d i f f e r e n t  

s o r t s  o f  a p p r e s e n ta t i o n .  A c tu a l ly ,  H u s s e r l  p o i n t s  o u t  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e
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i n  t h e  p a ra g ra p h  im m e d ia te ly  f o l lo w in g  t h e  a rg u m e n t we h a v e  b e e n  

c o n s id e r in g .  S e e in g  a  p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t ,  f o r  e x a m p le , in v o lv e s  a p p re s e n -  

t a t i o n .  I  s e e  t h i s  d e s k  and  y e t  s e e  ( s t r i c t l y  s p e a k in g )  o n ly  i t s  t o p .  

S in c e  I  t a k e  m y se lf  t o  s e e  t h e  d e s k  ( r a t h e r  th a n  a  t o p ) , t h e  o t h e r  

s i d e s  a r e  a p p r e s e n te d .  Even when I  s a y  I  s e e  o n ly  i t s  t o p ,  I  am 

i m p l i c i t l y  s a y in g  t h e  to p  o ^  t h i s  d e s k . Now th e  s o r t  o f  a p p r e s e n ta -  

t i o n  t h a t  i s  an  i s o l a b l e  a s p e c t  o f  s e e in g  a  p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t  d i f f e r s  

fro m  a p p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  i n  an  im p o r ta n t  r e s p e c t .  I n  t h e  

c a s e  o f  t h i s  d e s k , I  c an  move an d  s e e  i t s  o t h e r  s i d e s ;  b u t  t h i s  k in d  o f  

v e r i f i c a t i o n  i s  e x c lu d e d  a  p r i o r i  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  e x p e r ie n c in g  a n o th e r  

s u b je c t  (CM, p . 1 0 9 ) .

S in c e  a p p r e s e n ta t i o n  o f  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  i s  a  s p e c i a l  c a s e ,  i t  

a p p e a r s  t h a t  we can  r e t a i n  t h e  e q u a t io n  o f  t h a t  w h ic h  i s  e x p e r ie n c e d  

o r i g i n a l l y  w i th  t h a t  w h ich  f a l l s  w i th in  t h e  s c o p e  o f  my s p h e re  o f  

o w n n ess . The o n ly  s o r t  o f  a p p r e s e n ta t i o n  t h a t  i s  e x c lu d e d  i s  a p p re s e n 

t a t i o n  o f  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t .  T h u s , H u s s e r l  i s  n o t  s a y in g  t h a t  t h a t  w h ich  

i s  e x p e r ie n c e d  o r i g i n a l l y  i s  i d e n t i c a l  w i th  t h a t  w h ich  i s  p r e s e n te d  

g e n e r a l l y .  He i s  s a y in g  t h a t  w ha t I  e x p e r ie n c e  o r i g i n a l l y  i s  w h a te v e r  

i s  p r e s e n te d  o r  p r e s e n t a b l e  ( i . e . ,  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  a c t u a l i t i e s  and 

p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  i n  "my" m e n ta l  l i f e ,  o r  "my" s p h e re  o f  o w n n e ss ) . T h is  

u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  w ha t H u s s e r l  m eans by  'w h a t  i s  e x p e r ie n c e d  o r i g i n a l l y '  

o r  'w h a t i s  d i r e c t l y  a c c e s s i b l e '  s e r v e s  t o  e x c lu d e  a p p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  

a n o t h e r 's  m e n ta l  l i f e  w h i le  r e t a i n i n g  p re m is e  6 .

H ow ever, t r e a t i n g  a p p r e s e n ta t i o n  o f  a n o t h e r 's  m e n ta l  l i f e  a s  

a  s p e c i a l  c a s e  by  s a y in g  t h a t  a n o t h e r 's  m e n ta l  l i f e  c a n n o t  b e  p r e s e n te d ,  

i s  s im p ly  t o  a s s e r t  a  s t r a ig h t f o r w a r d  c o n se q u e n c e  o f  p re m is e  2 . I t  i s
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p r a c t i c a l l y  a  r e s t a te m e n t  o f  p re m ise  2 , o f  " I f  I  e x p e r ie n c e d  th e  o th e r  

ego o r i g i n a l l y ,  t h e  o th e r  s u b je c t  and  I  w ou ld  b e  i d e n t i c a l " .  B u t t h e  

r e a d e r  w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  we b egan  t h i s  l i n e  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i n  o r d e r  

t o  s a v e  H u s s e r l  from  a n  im p o r ta n t  o b j e c t io n  t o  p re m is e  2 , nam ely  t h a t  

h e  e i t h e r  c o n fu se d  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  h a v in g  a n d  e x p e r ie n c in g  an  

e x p e r ie n c e ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  d id  n o t  p r e s e n t  e v id e n c e  f o r  s a y in g  t h a t  i f  

I  e x p e r ie n c e d  " a n o th e r "  s u b je c t  d i r e c t l y ,  "w e" w ould  b e  i d e n t i c a l .

We w ere  lo o k in g  f o r  a  p r i n c i p l e d  way o f  c o n n e c t in g  w h a t I  e x p e r ie n c e  

o r i g i n a l l y  w i th  my s p h e re  o f  ow nness in d e p e n d e n t ly  o f  p re m ise  2 , 

su ch  t h a t  H u s s e r l  w ould  n o t  b e  v u ln e r a b le  t o  t h e  o b j e c t io n  j u s t  

s t a t e d .

Of c o u r s e ,  i t  i s  p o s s ib l e  t o  u n d e rs ta n d  p re m ise  6  a s  a  

d e f i n i t i o n  o f  'w h a t I  e x p e r ie n c e  o r i g i n a l l y ' .  T h u s , we c o u ld  t a k e  'w h a t

1 e x p e r ie n c e  o r i g i n a l l y '  t o  mean ' w h a te v e r  i s  r e d u c i b l e  t o  my a c t u a l  and  

p o s s ib l e  c o n s c io u s n e s s ',  o r  'w h a te v e r  f a l l s  w i t h in  t h e  sc o p e  o f  my 

s p h e re  o f  ow nness ' .  I f  we t a k e  p re m ise  6  i n  t h i s  s a y ,  th e n  ( p r e s e n ta t i v e )  

c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  o th e r  s u b j e c t s  ( i n s o f a r  a s  i t  i n t r o d u c e s  t ra n s c e n d e n c e ^ )  

i s  ex c lu d e d  and ( i t  seem s) we c a n n o t c r i t i c i z e  H u s s e r l  iff o r  o f f e r i n g  no 

j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  p re m ise  2 (and  l i k e w i s e ,  p re m is e  5 ) .  B u t H u s s e r l  u s e s  

h i s  argum ent t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  t h e  p e r c e p t io n  o f  a n o th e r  

s u b je c t  in v o lv e s  a p p r e s e n ta t io n .  So , t h e r e  o u g h t t o  b e  some p r i n c i p l e  

a b o u t p r e s e n t a t i o n  and a p p r e s e n ta t io n  i n  g e n e r a l  t h a t  a l lo w s  H u s s e r l  t o  

i n f e r  h i s  c o n c lu s io n .  I n s t e a d ,  h e  a p p e a ls  t o  a  c o n se q u e n c e  o f  p re m ise

2 i n  a  q u e s t io n -b e g g in g  m an n er. The p ro b lem  c a n  b e  r e p r e s e n te d  a s  

f o l lo w s :  (1 ) Why sh o u ld  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  my p e r c e p t io n  o f  o t h e r s  i s

a p p r e s e n ta t iv e ?  (2 ) P re m is e s  1 -3  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  a n s w e r . (3 ) B ut my
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a p p r e s e n ta t i v e  p e r c e p t io n  o f  p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t s  i s  n o t  e x c lu d e d . The 

u n s e e n  s id e s  o f  p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t s  ca n  b e  p r e s e n t e d .  So why c a n n o t  th e  

o t h e r ' s  ego b e  p r e s e n te d ?  (4 ) I t  j u s t  c a n n o t .  The o t h e r ' s  ego  i s  a  

s p e c i a l  c a s e .  (5 ) B ut t h a t  i s  a  r e s t a t e m e n t  o f  p re m is e  2 w h ic h  I  

h av e  j u s t  q u e s t io n e d .

The p o in t  o f  t h e  o b j e c t i o n  i s  t h i s :  B e c a u se  H u s s e r l  a s s e r t s

p re m is e  2  a s  i f  i t  w e re  a n  o b v io u s  t r u t h ,  h e  seem s t o  b e  s u p p o s in g  a  

q u a s i - C a r te s i a n ,  p r i v a t e  n o t io n  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  T h is  i s  a  p o s s i b l e  

e x p la n a t io n  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  H u s s e r l  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  o t h e r ' s  L e ib  and 

c o n s c io u s n e s s  s e p a r a t e l y .  We r e q u i r e  a d e q u a te  c r i t e r i a  f o r  d i s t i n g u i s h 

in g  be tw een  t h a t  w h ich  i s  ( o r  c a n  b e )  p r e s e n t e d  and  t h a t  w h ic h  i s  (and  

m ust b e )  a p p re s e n te d  so  t h a t  we ca n  d e te r m in e  on p r i n c i p l e d  g ro u n d s  

w h e th e r  H u s s e r l  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  p re m is e s  2 an d  5 .  W hat, a f t e r  a l l ,  

d o e s  H u s s e r l  m ean by  ' p r e s e n t a t i o n  (o r  o r i g i n a l  e x p e r ie n c e )  o f  a n o th e r  

s u b j e c t '  and why i s  t h a t  im p o s s ib le ?  L e t  u s  d e fe n d  H u s s e r l  a g a i n s t  

t h i s  o b j e c t io n .

P e rh a p s  we c a n  c l a r i f y  H u s s e r l 's  t h e s i s  b y  c o n t r a s t i n g  th e  

e x p e r ie n c e  o f  my ego (w h ich  i s  p u r p o r t e d ly  " o r i g i n a l " )  w i th  t h e  

e x p e r ie n c e  o f  an y  o th e r  ego  (w h ich , a s  we h a v e  s e e n ,  H u s s e r l  b e l i e v e s  

i s  and  m ust b e  " n o n - o r i g i n a l " ) .  T h is  c o n t r a s t  s h o u ld  a l lo w  u s  to  

s p e c i f y  w hat H u s s e r l  m eans by  'o r i g i n a l  e x p e r i e n c e ' ;  t h e r e b y ,  we s h o u ld  

b e  a b l e  to  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  H u s s e r l 's  se c o n d  and  f i f t h  p r e m is e s  a r e  

d e f e n s i b l e .  A p a s s a g e  i n  F o rm al and  T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic  t h a t  p a r a l l e l s  

w hat we a r e  d i s c u s s in g  i s  a n  im p o r ta n t  c lu e  a s  t o  w h a t H u s s e r l  m eans by  

'o r i g i n a l  e x p e r i e n c e '.

E x p e r ie n c e  i s  w hat t e l l s  me h e r e :  I  h a v e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  m y s e lf
w i th  p r im a ry  o r i g i n a l i t y ;  o f  o t h e r s ,  o f  a n o t h e r 's  p s y c h ic  l i f e .
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w ith  a  m e re ly  se c o n d a ry  o r i g i n a l i t y ,  s i n c e  a n o t h e r 's  p s y c h ic  l i f e  
i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  i n a c c e s s i b l e  t o  me i n  d i r e c t  p e r c e p t i o n  (FTL, p .
2 3 3 ) .

C l e a r l y ,  H u s s e r l  i s  e q u a t in g  e x p e r ie n c e  w i t h  p r im a ry  o r i g i n a l i t y  ( o r  

o r i g i n a l  e x p e r ie n c e )  w i th  d i r e c t  p e r c e p t i o n .  So H u s s e r l ’ s  t h e s i s  i s  

t h a t  i f  I  d i r e c t l y  p e r c e iv e d  a n  o s t e n s i b l e  o t h e r ,  "we" w ou ld  b e  

i d e n t i c a l .

U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  ' d i r e c t  p e r c e p t i o n ' f o r  

'o r i g i n a l  e x p e r ie n c e ' d o e s  n o t  s o lv e  o u r  p ro b le m , s i n c e  we m ust now 

c l a r i f y  'd i r e c t  p e r c e p t i o n ' .  ’P e r c e i v i n g ' o r d i n a r i l y  m eans 's e e i n g ,  

h e a r in g ,  s m e l l in g ,  t a s t i n g ,  to u c h in g ,  o r  some c o m b in a tio n  o f  th e m '.

Now H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t  w an t to  d eny  t h a t  I  p e r c e iv e  o t h e r s  ( a t  l e a s t  

t h e  o t h e r ' s  body) i n  t h a t  s e n s e .  T h u s , e i t h e r  h e  m eans so m e th in g  

d i f f e r e n t  by  'p e r c e p t i o n '  o r  t h e  w ord ' d i r e c t '  i s  c a r r y in g  th e  

p h i lo s o p h ic a l  f r e i g h t .  Now t h e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  H u s s e r l 's  a rg u m e n t i s  t h a t  

th e  p e r c e p t io n  o f  a n o th e r  ego  i s  a p p r e s e n t a t i v e .  So t h e  a l t e r  e g o 's  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  to  my p e r c e p t io n  i s  t h e  same a s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e  

s i d e s  o f  t h i s  d e s k  t h a t  I  do n o t  ( d i r e c t l y )  p e r c e iv e  t o  t h e  s i d e  t h a t  

I  do  s e e ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I  c a n  p e r c e iv e  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e s  o f  

t h e  t a b l e .

H u s s e r l  d o e s  d i s c u s s  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  m y s e l f .

When I  am e f f e c t i n g  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  r e d u c t io n  and  r e f l e c t i n g  on 
m y s e l f ,  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  e g o , I  am g iv e n  t o  m y s e lf  p e r c e p t u a l l y  
a s  t h i s  ego— i n  a  g r a s p in g  p e r c e p t i o n .  F u r th e rm o re  I  becom e aw are  
t h a t ,  a l th o u g h  n o t  g ra s p e d  b e f o r e  t h i s  p e r c e p t i o n ,  I  w as 'a l r e a d y  - 
g i v e n ' ,  a l r e a d y  t h e r e  f o r  m y s e lf  c o n t i n u a l l y  a s  an  o b j e c t  o f  o r i g i n a l  
i n t u i t i o n  ( a s  p e rc e iv e d  i n  th e  b r o a d e r  s e n s e )  (CM, p .  1 0 1 , l a s t  
em p h asis  m in e ) .

Now r e f l e c t i o n  on  o n e 's  own c o n s c io u s n e s s  p o s t - r e d u c t i o n  i s  " e x p l i c a t i o n "  

o f  o n e s e l f ,  w h ich  i s  b a se d  on  " o r i g i n a l  s e l f - e x p e r i e n c e " .  " I n  e v e ry
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c a s e ,  how ever, e x p l i c a t i o n  i s  o r i g i n a l  i f ,  p r e c i s e l y  on th e  b a s i s  

o f  o r i g i n a l  s e l f - e x p e r i e n c e . . (CM, p p . 1 0 2 -1 0 3 , em p h asis  m in e ) . T h u s , 

s i n c e  we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o r i g i n a l  s e l f - e x p e r i e n c e  i t s e l f ,  r a t h e r  

1-han i n  so m e th in g  b a s e d  on  i t ,  we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  se c o n d  s e n te n c e  

i n  t h e  p a s s a g e  j u s t  c i t e d .  'P e r c e iv e d  i n  t h e  b r o a d e r  s e n s e '  i s  

i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  'o r i g i n a l  s e l f - e x p e r i e n c e '  ( o r  ' d i r e c t  p e r c e p t i o n ')  i n  

t h e  p a s s a g e  j u s t  c i t e d .  W hat, th e n ,  i s  t h i s  c o n tin u o u s  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s 

n e s s  t h a t  I  c a n n o t  h a v e  o f  an y  o t h e r  c o n s c io u s n e s s ?

We h a v e  a l r e a d y  d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  s o r t  o f  s e l f - c o n s c io u s n e s  i n  

t h e  c h a p te r  on e v id e n c e  and  t r u t h .  T h e re  ( f o l lo w in g  M ohanty) we 

c a l l e d  i t  " s e l f - e v i d e n c " .  I t  i s  w h a t S a r t r e  c a l l s  " p r e - r e f l e c t i v e  

s e l f - c o n s c io u s n e s s " ,  t h e  k in d  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  t h a t  m akes i t  p o s s i b l e  

f o r  any  i n d i v i d u a l  to  know th e  way i n  w h ic h  h e  i s /w a s  a w are  o f  an  

o b j e c t .  B e c a u se  I  am p r e - r e f l e c t i v e l y  a w a re  o f  n o t  o n ly  t h i s  t a b l e ,  

p a p e r ,  p e n , e t c . , b u t  o f  my p e r c e iv in g  o f  them  a s  w e l l  (aw a re  o f  t h e  

" f e e l "  o f  t h i s  p e n  and p a p e r ,  a w a re  o f  my s e e in g  o f  i t ) ,  I  c a n  r e c o g n iz e  

t h e s e  f a c t s  r e f l e c t i v e l y .  T h is  p r e - r e f l e c t i v e  s e l f - c o n s c io u s n e s s  d o e s  

n o t  g u a ra n te e  know ledge o f  o n e 's  mode o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s ;  i t  i s  a  

n e c e s s a r y ,  r a t h e r  th a n  s u f f i c i e n t ,  c o n d i t io n  f o r  su c h  k n o w led g e . S e l f -  

evidence^^ (w h ich  i s  p e r c e p tu a l )  i s  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  t h e  " l i v i n g  p r e s e n t " ,  

s i n c e  one r e c a l l s  o n e 's  p a s t  and  a n t i c i p a t e s  o n e 's  f u t u r e .  " S in c e  i t  

g o e s  on  i n  th e  l i v i n g  p r e s e n t ,  s e l f - e x p l i c a t i o n  c a n  f i n d ,  s t r i c t l y  

p e r c e p t i v e l y , o n ly  w ha t i s  g o in g  on i n  t h e  l i v i n g  p r e s e n t "  (CM, p .  1 0 2 ) . 

'O r i g i n a l  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s ' ,  t h e n ,  m eans 'c o n t in u o u s  p r e - r e f l e c t i v e  

s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s ' .  Now any c o n s c io u s  b e in g  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  c o n s c io u s  

o f  h im s e l f  i n  t h i s  w ay. O b v io u s ly , I  c a n n o t  b e  c o n s c io u s  o f  any  o t h e r



245

s u b j  e c t  i n  t h i s  w ay. I  c a n n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  h a v e  c o n tin u o u s  p r e -  

r e f  l e c t i v e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a n o t h e r 's  L e ib  a s  t h e  " a b s o l u t e  h e r e " ,  a s  

t h e  " z e r o  p o in t "  o f  p e r c e p tu a l  e x p e r ie n c e ,  a s  I  h a v e  o f  my L e i b . I f  

I  p e r c e iv e  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t ,  I  p e r c e iv e  him  a s  b e in g  f o r  h im s e l f  t h e  

z e r o  p o i n t  o f  p e r c e p tu a l  e x p e r ie n c e .  ( H u s s e r l  h im s e l f  p o i n t s  t h i s  

o u t  l a t e r  i n  t h e  f i f t h  m e d i t a t i o n . )  B u t t h a t  i s  n o t  t h e  c o n tin u o u s  

s e l f - c o n s c io u s n e s s  t h a t  I  n e c e s s a r i l y  e x i s t  q u a  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  My 

c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  a s  t h e  z e ro  p o i n t  o f  h i s  p e r c e p t io n s  

i s  o c c a s io n e d  by  my p e r c e p t i o n  o f  h im , and  i s  a n y th in g  b u t  c o n t in u o u s .  

When I  p e r c e iv e  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  an d  i d e n t i f y  h im  a s  t h e  z e ro  p o i n t  o f  

h i s  p e r c e p t i o n s ,  I  am s im u l ta n e o u s ly  c o n s c io u s  o f  m y s e lf  a s  t h a t  

a ro u n d  w h ich  my p e r c e p tu a l  e x p e r ie n c e  i s  o r g a n iz e d .  I f  I  n e c e s s a r i l y  

w e re  c o n s c io u s  o f  b o th  my and t h e  o t h e r ' s  L e ib  a s  t h a t  a ro u n d  w h ich  

p e r c e p tu a l  e x p e r ie n c e  i s  o r g a n iz e d ,  th e n  I  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  b e  c o n s c io u s  

o f  t h e  o t h e r  L e ib  a t  a l l  t im e s  when I  am aw ake o r  (w h a t am ounts to  t h e  

sam e t h i n g ) ,  th o s e  z e ro  p o i n t s  w ould  h a v e  t o  b e  i d e n t i c a l .  T h e r e f o r e ,  

t h e r e  i s  e v id e n c e  f o r  p re m is e s  2 and  5 . We h a v e  th u s  d e fe n d e d  H u s s e r l  

a g a i n s t  th e  o b j e c t io n s  r a i s e d  a g a i n s t  h i s  a rg u m e n t.

H u s s e r l 's  p o s i t i o n ,  th e n ,  i s  n o t  t h a t  c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  p r i v a t e  

i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  o n ly  o n e  p e r s o n  c a n  know a b o u t  i t .  I t  i s  n o t ,  to  u s e  

Don L o c k e 's  p h r a s e ,  " e p i s t e m o lo g i c a l l y  p r i v a t e "  (M&O, p .  6 ) .  R a th e r ,  

H u s s e r l 's  p o s i t i o n  i s  t h a t  a  p e r s o n  h a s  p r i v i l e g e d  a c c e s s  to  h i s  own 

c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  w h ich  i s  o n ly  t o  s a y  t h a t  o n ly  a  p e r s o n  c a n  h a v e  know ledge 

o f  h i s  own c o n s c io u s n e s s  i n  th e  way t h a t  h e  d o e s  (M&O, p .  6 ) .  E ach  

p e r s o n  h a s  c o n t in u a l  p r e - r e f l e c t i v e  s e l f - c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  o n ly  h i s  own 

c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  and  th u s  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t o  " f i n d  o u t"  w h a t h i s  own i n t e n -
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t l o n s  a r e ,  a s  h e  m u st do f o r  e v e ry o n e  e l s e .  T h u s , t h e  p r e v io u s  o b j e c t io n ,  

t h a t  H u s s e r l  a p p e a re d  to  b e  s u p p o s in g  t h a t  c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  p r i v a t e ,  

w as o f f  t h e  p o i n t .  T he o b j e c t i o n  in v o lv e d  a  c o n f l a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s 

t i n c t i o n  b e tw een  ' e p i s t e m o lo g ic a l  p r iv a c y ’ and  ’p r iv l e g e d  a c c e s s ’ . I t  

i s  o b j e c t io n a b le  to  s a y  t h a t  c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  e p i s t e m o lo g ic a l ly  p r i v a t e ,  

s in c e  a  p e r s o n  c an  know a b o u t  a n o th e r ’ s  i n t e n t i o n s ,  p e r c e p t i o n s ,  e t c .

(by  b e in g  t o l d ,  f o r  e x a m p le ) . B u t i t  i s  n o t  o b j e c t io n a b l e  to  s a y  t h a t  

a  p e r s o n  h a s  p r iv l e g e d  a c c e s s  to  h i s  own c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  f o r  t h e  s im p le  

r e a s o n  t h a t  a  p e r s o n  c a n n o t  r e a d  a n o th e r ’ s  m in d . The d i s t i n c t i o n  

b e tw e en  e p is te m o lo g ic a l  p r iv a c y  and  p r iv l e g e d  a c c e s s  m ust b e  m a in ta in e d .

Now, H u s s e r l ’ s  p o s i t i o n  i s  t h a t  my c o n s c io u s n e s s  ( i t s  p r o c e s s e s  

and a p p e a ra n c e s )  a r e ,  i n  Don L o ck e’ s  w o rd s , " m e n ta l ly  p r i v a t e " .  Somer- 

th in g  i s  m e n ta l ly  p r i v a t e  i f  o n ly  one  p e r s o n  c a n  p e r c e iv e  i t  (M&O, p .  6 ) .  

H u s s e r l  c l e a r l y  b e l i e v e s  t h i s ,  s i n c e  h e  s a y s  t h a t  o n ly  I  c a n  d i r e c t l y  

p e r c e iv e  my m e n ta l  s t a t e s .  Now L ocke m a in ta in s  t h a t  o n e ’ s  th o u g h ts  and 

p e r c e p t io n s  a r e  n o t  m e n ta l ly  p r i v a t e  (M&Ô, p .  6 ) .  H ow ever, L ocke i s  

u s in g  ’ to  p e r c e iv e ’ i n  a  n a r ro w e r  s e n s e  th a n  d o e s  H u s s e r l .  N o te  t h a t  

H u s s e r l  s a y s  ’p e r c e iv e d  i n  t h e  b r o a d e r  s e n s e ' .

H u s s e r l ’ s  c o n c lu s io n  i s  t h a t  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  any  o t h e r  s u b je c t  

in v o lv e s  a p p e r c e p t io n  (o r  a p p r e s e n t a t i o n ) .  One a p p e r c e iv e s  x  when one  

d o es  n o t  ( d i r e c t l y )  p e r c e iv e  x ,  b u t  t a k e s  x  to  b e  t h e r e ,  to o .  As I  

h a v e  p o in te d  o u t ,  I  do n o t  ( d i r e c t l y )  p e r c e iv e  t h e  u n d e r s id e  o f  t h i s  

d e s k ;  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  I  s e e  a  d e s k , r a t h e r  th a n  a  " to p - a p p e a r a n c e "  ( a s  

s e n s e - d a ta  p h i lo s o p h e r s  s u g g e s t ) .  The p a r t s  o f  t h e  d e s k  t h a t  I  do n o t  

d i r e c t l y  s e e ,  b u t  t a k e  to  b e  t h e r e ,  a r e  a p p r e s e n te d .  Of c o u r s e ,  w h a t 

i s  a p p re s e n te d  v a r i e s ,  d e p e n d in g  on  o n e ’ s  p e r s p e c t i v e .  A s i d e  o f  t h i s
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d e s k  t h a t  I  ( a t  p r e s e n t )  a p p e r c e iv e  c a n  becom e p e r c e iv e d .  We h a v e  s e e n  

t h a t  t h e  p e r c e p t io n  o f  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  i s  a n  e x c e p t io n  to  t h a t  r u l e .  

A n o th e r  a p p a r e n t  e x c e p t io n  i s  when o n e  i s  c o n s c io u s  o f  t h e  m ean ing  o f  

a  s e n te n c e ,  p h r a s e  o r  w ord . The a u d ib l e  so u n d s  ( i n  c a s e s  o f  s p e e c h )  

a r e  p r e s e n te d  ( o r  p e r c e iv e d ) .  Y e t I  u n d e r s ta n d  t h e  m ean ing  o f  th o s e  

w o rd s . My u n d e rs ta n d in g  g ra s p  o f  t h a t  m ean ing  (o f  w h a t i s  " t h e r e ,  to o "  

f o r  me) i s  an  a c t  o f  a p p e r c e p t io n .  The sam e i s  t r u e  o f  r e a d i n g ,  e x c e p t  

t h a t  I  s e e  th e  p r e s e n te d  w o rd s , r a t h e r  th a n  h e a r  th a n .  S in c e  I  c a n n o t  

p e r c e iv e  ( s e e  o r  h e a r )  m e a n in g s , m ean in g s  a r e ,  l i k e  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s ,  

n e c e s s a r i l y  a p p re s e n te d .  M a te s ’ m is ta k e  ( p o in t e d  o u t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  

p a r t  o f  t h e  c h a p te r  on  la n g u a g e  and  m ean in g ) c o n s i s t s  i n  o v e r lo o k in g  

th e  a p p e r c e p t io n  t h a t  o c c u rs  i n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  t h e  m ean in g  o f  sp o k e n  o r  

w r i t t e n  w o rd s . S im p le  s e n s e - p e r c e p t io n  d o e s  n o t  a l lo w  a  l o g i c i a n  to  

d e te rm in e  a l l  r e l e v a n t  l o g i c a l  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  s e n te n c e s .  To a p p e r c e iv e ,  

t h e n ,  i s  to  t a k e  so m e th in g  t o  b e  " t h e r e ,  t o o " .

5 . C a r te s i a n  M e d i ta t io n s ,  P a ra g ra p h  50 : My C o n s c io u sn e s s  a s  M o tiv a t in g

F a c to r  i n  A p p e rc e p tio n  o f  A n o th e r  S u b je c t

L e t  u s  r e t u r n  to  H u s s e r l 's  a rg u m e n t. We h a v e  s e e n  t h a t  t h e  

p e r c e p t io n  o f  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  in v o lv e s  a p p e r c e p t io n .  O nly o n e 's  own 

c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  g iv e n  to  o n e s e l f  o r i g i n a l l y ;  e v e ry  o t h e r  c o n s c io u s 

n e s s  i s  g iv e n  a p p e r e e p t i v e ly . A t t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t h e  a rg u m en t H u s s e r l  

i n t r o d u c e s  a n  im p o r ta n t  p re m is e .

How c a n  a p p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  a n o th e r  o r i g i n a l  s p h e r e ,  and  th e r e b y  t h e  
s e n s e  'som eone  e l s e ' ,  b e  m o tiv a te d  i n  my o r i g i n a l  s p h e re  a n d , 
i n  f a c t ,  m o tiv a te d  a s  e x p e r ie n c e — a s  t h e  w ord  'a p p r e s e n t a t i o n '
(m aking  in te n d e d  a s  c o - p r e s e n t )  a l r e a d y  i n d i c a t e s ?  N ot e v e ry  n o n - 
o r ig i n a r y  m aking  p r e s e n t  c a n  do t h a t .  A n o n - o r ig in a r y  m aking  p r e s e n t  
c a n  do i t  o n ly  i n  c o m b in a tio n  w i th  a n  o r i g i n a r y  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  an
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i t s e l f - g i v i n g  p r o p e r ;  and  o n ly  a s  dem anded b y  t h e  o r i g i n a r y  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  c an  i t  h a v e  th e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  a p p r e s e n t a t i o n — 
somewhat a s ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  e x p e r ie n c in g  a  p h y s i c a l  t h in g ,  w ha t 
i s  t h e r e  p e r c e p t u a l l y  m o t iv a te s  b e l i e f  i n  s o m e th in g  e l s e  b e in g  
t h e r e  to o  (CM, p p . 1 0 9 -1 1 0 , e m p h a s is  m in e ) .

L e t  u s  add  a  c o u p le  o f  p r e m is e s  t h a t  w e h a v e  a l r e a d y  m e n tio n e d

t o  th e  a rg u m en t:

7 . O n e 's  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  i s  a p p r e s e n t a t i v e .  

P re m ise  7 i s  a  s t r a ig h t f o r w a r d  c o n se q u e n c e  o f  p re m is e  2 . F o r  i f  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s  ( p r e s e n t a t i o n )  o f  " a n o th e r "  s u b j e c t  g u a ra n te e d  

t h a t  "we" a r e  i n  f a c t  i d e n t i c a l ,  th e n  i t  n e c e s s a r i l y  f o l lo w s  t h a t  i f

I  p e r c e iv e  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t ,  t h a t  p e r c e p t i o n  in v o lv e s  a p p r e s e n t a t i o n  

( i . e . ,  i s  n o t  o r i g i n a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n ) .  I  h a v e  a l r e a d y  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t

8 . O nly o n e 's  own c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  p r e s e n t e d  ( s o  lo n g  a s  we 

t a k e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a  c o n s c io u s n e s s  to  b e  n o th in g  b u t  p r e -  

r e f l e c t i v e  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s ) .

P re m ise  8  may b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n  o f  p re m is e  2 .

Now i f  we add  th e  p re m ise  t h a t  i s  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  q u o t a t i o n  j u s t  

c i t e d ,  we o b t a i n  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o n se q u e n c e .

9 . A l l  a p p r e s e n ta t i o n  n e c e s s a r i l y  in v o lv e s  ( p a s t  o r  p r e s e n t )  

p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  and o n ly  a s  m o t iv a te d  b y  w h a t i s  p r e s e n t e d  i s  

t h e r e  a p p r e s e n ta t io n .

We c a n  s e e  t h a t  a n  o s t e n s i b l e  c o n se q u e n c e  o f  7 -9  i s :

1 0 . O n e 's  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  

m u st b e  d e r iv e d  from  o n e 's  own c a s e .

I t  i s  no s u r p r i s e  to  f i n d  t h i s  c o n c lu s io n  i n  t h e  t e x t :

S in c e ,  i n  t h i s  N a tu re  and  t h i s  w o r ld ,  my a n im a te  o rg a n ism  i s  t h e  o n ly  
body t h a t  i s  o r  c an  b e  c o n s t i t u t e d  o r i g i n a l l y  a s  a n  a n im a te  
o r g a n is m .. .  t h e  body o v e r  t h e r e ,  w h ic h  i s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  a p p re h e n d e d
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a s  a n  a n im a te  o rg a n is m , m u st h a v e  d e r iv e d  t h i s  s e n s e  by  a n  a p p e r 
c e p t i v e  t r a n s f e r  from  my a n im a te  o rg a n is m , an d  d o n e  s o  i n  a  
m anner t h a t  e x c lu d e s  an  a c t u a l l y  d i r e c t ,  a n d  h e n c e  p r i m o r d i a l ,  
show ing  o f  t h e  p r e d i c a t e s  b e lo n g in g  to  a n  a n im a te  o rg a n is m , 
s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  a  show ing  o f  them  i n  p e r c e p t i o n  p r o p e r  (CM, p p . 110- 
1 1 1 ,  a l l  b u t  l a s t  e m p h asis  m in e ) .

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  H u s s e r l ’ s  c o n c lu s io n  i s  f a l s e .  T he t h e s i s  t h a t  

o n e ’ s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  som eone a s  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  m u st b e  " d e r iv e d ” 

fro m  o n e ’ s  own c a s e  i s  s im p ly  n o t  b o r n e  o u t  b y  t h e  e v id e n c e .  L e t  any

o n e  c o n s u l t  h i s  e x p e r ie n c e .  D oes o n e  f i n d ,  e v e n  upo n  c l o s e  a n a l y s i s ,  

t h a t  o n e  b a s e s  o n e ’ s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  on  o n e ’ s  own 

c a s e ?  D oes some s o r t  o f  " t r a n s f e r "  fro m  o n e ’ s  own c o n s c io u s n e s s  t a k e  

p la c e ?  I  su b m it t h a t  t h e  a n sw e rs  t o  b o th  o f  t h e s e  q u e s t io n s  i s  " n o " .

S a r t r e ’ s  a c c u r a t e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  o t h e r s  

i s  t h e  b e s t  e v id e n c e  a g a i n s t  H u s s e r l 's  c o n c lu s io n .  S u p p o se  t h a t  I  

s e e  a  man s i t t i n g  on  a  p a rk  b e n c h . I f  I  i d e n t i f i e d  h im  a s  m e re ly  a  

t h i n g ,  I  w ou ld  i d e n t i f y  him  a s  h a v in g  o n ly  o b j e c t i v e  p r o p e r t i e s  and 

r e l a t i o n s ,  su c h  a s  w e ig h in g  a  c e r t a i n  am oun t, b e in g  a  c e r t a i n  d i s t a n c e  

fro m  a  n e a rb y  t r e e ,  e t c .  When I  i d e n t i f y  h im  a s  a  m an, h o w e v e r, I  

i d e n t i f y  him  a s  fu n d a m e n ta l ly  d i f f e r e n t  from  t h i n g s .  I  i d e n t i f y  

t h i n g s  a s  o r g a n iz e d  a ro u n d  h im , a s  o r i e n t e d  fro m  h i s  p o i n t  o f  v ie w . 

’’R a th e r  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  w o r ld  h a s  a  k in d  o f  d r a i n  h o l e  i n  t h e  m id d le  

o f  i t s  b e in g  and  t h a t  i t  i s  p e r p e t u a l l y  f lo w in g  o f f  th ro u g h  t h i s  h o le "  

(BN, p .  3 4 3 ) .  O b je c ts  " c o n v e rg e "  a ro u n d  h im . T ru e ,  a l l  o f  t h i s  i s  

f o r  me. T h a t ,  h o w ev er, i s  a  f a c t  t h a t  I  d i s c o v e r  up o n  r e f l e c t i o n .

One d o e s  n o t  f in d  a n y  " t r a n s f e r "  from  o n e 's  own c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  ev en  

u p o n  a n a l y s i s  o f  o n e ’ s  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  o t h e r s .  F o r  when I  i d e n t i f y  

som eone a s  a  m an, a s  som eone a ro u n d  whom o b j e c t s  a r e  o r g a n iz e d ,  I  t a k e  

m y s e lf  a s  a n  a c t u a l  o r  p o s s i b l e  o b j e c t  f o r  h im .
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. . . I f  t h e  O th e r - a s -o b  j  e c t  i s  d e f in e d  i n  c o n n e c t io n  w i t h  t h e  w o r ld  
a s  a n  o b j e c t  w h ic h  s e e s  w h a t I  s e e ,  t h e n  my fu n d a m e n ta l  c o n n e c t io n  
w i th  t h e  O t h e r - a s - s u b j e c t  m u st b e  a b l e  t o  b e  r e f e r r e d  b a c k  t o  my 
p e rm a n en t p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  b e in g  s e e n  by  th e  O th e r .  I t  i s  i n  a n  
th ro u g h  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  my b e in g - a s - o b j  e c t  f o r  t h e  O th e r  t h a t  
1 m ust b e  a b le  t o  a p p re h e n d  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  h i s  b e i n g - a s - s i i b j e c t  
(BN, p p . 3 4 4 -3 4 5 ) .

1  c o n s id e r  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  a s  som eone f o r  whom

1  am o r  c a n  b e  a n  i n t e n t i o n a l  o b j e c t  a n  i s o l a b l e  a s p e c t  o f  o r d in a r y

p e r c e p t io n  o f  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t .  U n l ik e  S a r t r e ,  h o w e v e r , 1 do n o t  i n f e r

t h a t  i t  i s  w rongheaded  to  a n a ly z e  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  o th e r  s u b j e c t s ,

r a t h e r  th a n  sham e. M o re o v e r, 1 do n o t  i n f e r  t h a t  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  a n o th e r

s u b j e c t  i s  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  h im  a s  a n  o b j e c t  (w h e re  " o b je c t "  i s  o pposed

to  " s u b j e c t " ,  a s  S a r t r e  i n t e r p r e t s  i t ) .  1 s h a l l  s a y  m ore  a b o u t  t h e s e

p o i n t s  l a t e r .

F o r  t h e  t im e  b e in g ,  t h e  p o i n t  i s  to  show t h a t  my p e r c e p t i o n  

o f  som eone a s  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  d o e s  n o t  i n v o lv e  a n y  " t r a n s f e r "  from  my 

own c a s e .  When 1 i d e n t i f y  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  a s  som eone f o r  whom I  am 

( o r  can  b e )  a n  o b j e c t ,  I  am n o t  " t r a n s f e r r i n g "  fro m  my own c a s e  s i n c e ,  

i f  1  d i d ,  1  w ould  b e  i d e n t i f y i n g  m y s e lf  a s  a n  o b j e c t .  2  w ould  b e  t h e  

b a s i s  f o r  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  m y s e lf  a s  a n  o b j e c t .  F u r t h e r ,  1 w ould  

b e  aw are  o f  t h i s  f a c t  upon  r e f l e c t i o n .  B u t 1 don* t  i d e n t i f y  m y se lf  a s  

a n  o b j e c t .  1  i d e n t i f y  t h e  o t h e r  s u b j e c t  a s  a  s u b j e c t  f o r  whom 1  am 

o r  c a n  b e  an  i n t e n t i o n a l  o b j e c t ,  w h ich  i s  n o t  q u i t e  t h e  sam e a s  i d e n t i f y 

in g  m y se lf  a s  a n  o b j e c t .  1  i d e n t i f y  h im  a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  i d e n t i f i 

c a t i o n  o f  me a s  a n  o b j e c t .

I t  may b e  o b je c t e d  t h a t  one  i s  a n  o b j e c t  f o r  h im s e l f  i n  

r e f l e c t i o n ;  a f t e r  a l l ,  o n e  r e f l e c t s  on  o n e 's  c o n s c io u s  l i f e  when o n e  

d o e s  phenom enology . S o , i t  i s  n o t  c o r r e c t  to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  o n e  c a n n o t
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b e  a n  o b j e c t  f o r  o n e s e l f .  My r e p l y  i s  t h a t  I  d i d  n o t  s u g g e s t  t h a t  o n e  

c a n n o t b e  a n  o b j e c t  f o r  o n e s e l f .  I  am s a y in g ,  r a t h e r ,  t h a t  o n e  u s u a l l y  

i s  n o t  a n  o b j e c t  f o r  o n e s e l f  when o n e  p e r c e iv e s  som eone e l s e .  A f te r  

a l l ,  one  m ust r e f l e c t  on  o n e ’ s  own c o n s c io u s n e s s  t o  b e  c o n s c io u s  o f  

o n e s e l f  a s  a n  o b j e c t .  The p re c e d in g  o b j e c t i o n  i n v i t e s  u s  to  c o n f l a t e  

r e f l e c t i v e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  o n e s e l f  w i th  p r e - r e f l e c t i v e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  

o f  som eone e l s e .  When on e  p e r c e iv e s  som eone e l s e ,  o n e  i s  u s u a l l y  n o t  

r e f l e c t i v e l y  c o n s c io u s  o f  o n e s e l f .  Y e t one  p r e - r e f l e c t i v e l y  i d e n t i f i e s  

a n o th e r  s u b je c t  a s  som eone f o r  whom one  i s  o r  c a n  b e  a n  i n t e n t i o n a l  

o b j e c t .  P r e - r e f l e c t i v e l y ,  one  i s  n o n - p o s i t i o n a l l y  c o n s c io u s  o f  

c o n s c io u s n e s s  t h a t  one  s u b s e q u e n t ly  (upon  r e f l e c t i o n )  i d e n t i f i e s  a s  

o n e ’ s  own. B u t i f  H u s s e r l ’ s  p o s i t i o n  w e re  t r u e ,  t h e r e  w ould  h a v e  to  

b e  p r e - r e f l e c t i v e  and y e t  p o s i t i o n a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  

w henever one p e r c e iv e s  som eone e l s e .  T h u s , t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  

som eone a s  a n o th e r  s u b je c t  does n o t  i n v o lv e  an y  ’’ t r a n s f e r ” from  o n e ’ s  

own c a s e .

Of c o u r s e ,  H u s s e r l  i n s i s t s  t h a t  t h e  " t r a n s f e r ” from  o n e ’ s  own 

c a s e  i s  n o t  r e f l e c t i v e .  H u s s e r l  c a r e f u l l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  b e tw e en  

" a n a lo g iz in g  a p p e rc e p t io n ” and " in f e r e n c e  from  a n a lo g y ” . " T h e re  w ould  b e ,  

a c c o r d in g ly ,  a  c e r t a i n  a s s i m i l a t i v e  a p p e r c e p t io n ;  b u t  i t  by no m eans 

f o l lo w s  t h a t  t h e r e  w ould  b e  an  i n f e r e n c e  from  a n a lo g y . A p p e rc e p tio n  i s  

n o t  i n f e r e n c e ,  n o t  a  th in k in g  a c t ” (CM, p .  1 1 1 ) . B u t i t  seem s to  me 

t h a t  i f  o n e ’s  a p p e r c e p t iv e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  i n v o lv e s  a  ” t r a n s f e r ” from  o n e ’ s  

own c a s e ,  th e n  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e f l e c t i o n  on  t h a t  e x p e r ie n c e  w ould  

b e a r  o u t  H u s s e r l ’ s  c la im .

I  s u g g e s t  t h a t  H u s s e r l  a l lo w s  h i s  r e f l e c t i o n  on  th e  e x p e r ie n c e
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o f  a n o th e r  s u b je c t  to  d i s t o r t  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  phenom enon. T h is  

i s  th e  sam e c r i t i c i s m  t h a t  S a r t r e  m ade o f  H u s s e r l  on  a n o th e r  m a t t e r ,  

w h e th e r  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  a  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  e g o . I  s h a l l  

sum m arize  S a r t r e ' s  a rg u m en t b e f o r e  t u r n in g  t o  t h e  p o i n t  a t  i s s u e .  S a r t r e  

p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  p h i lo s o p h e r s  who c o n te n d  t h a t  a  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  c o n s c io u s 

n e s s  i s  a  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  ego b a s e  th e  t h e s i s  on  r e f l e c t i v e  e x p e r ie n c e s  

(TE, p . 4 4 ) .  W henever one  r e f l e c t s  on o n e 's  own c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  th e  

e x p e r ie n c e s  a p p e a r  a s  o n e 's  own. D e fe n d e rs  o f  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  ego 

t h e s i s  m a in ta in  t h a t  a n  % a p p e a r s .  B u t th e y  h a v e  th e r e b y  c o n f l a t e d  

th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  th e  r e f l e c t i n g  c o n s c io u s n e s s  an d  t h e  c o n s c io u s 

n e s s  r e f l e c t e d  upo n . The r e f l e c t i n g  c o n s c io u s n e s s  d o e s  n o t  t a k e  i t s e l f  

a s  a n  o b j e c t ;  th e  c o g i to  c o n c e rn s  s o l e l y  t h e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  r e f l e c t e d  

upon  (TE, p .  4 4 ) .  S in c e  H u s s e r l  t a k e s  th e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  r e f l e c t e d  upon 

t o  b e  i d e n t i c a l  w i th  t h e  r e f l e c t i n g  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  H u s s e r l  h a s  m is ta k e n  

a  p r o d u c t  o f  r e f l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  p r e - r e f l e c t i v e  phenom ena.

I n  a l l  s t r i c t n e s s ,  H u s s e r l  s h o u ld  h a v e  s a i d  t h a t  a  m e, r a t h e r  th a n  a n  

_I, a p p e a rs  upon  r e f l e c t i o n .  The ego i s  a n  o b j e c t  f o r  c o n s c io u s n e s s ;  

th u s ,  th e  w ord f o r  t h i s  phenom enon s h o u ld  b e  i n  t h e  a c c u s a t i v e ,  r a t h e r  

th a n  th e  n o m it iv e ,  c a s e .  R e f le c t i o n  " g iv e s  b i r t h  to  t h e  m e", o r  

u s u a l l y  d i s t o r t s  t h a t  w h ich  i s  p r e - r e f l e c t i v e l y  e x p e r ie n c e d  (TE, p .  4 5 ) .

S a r t r e  d o es  n o t  r e s t  h i s  e n t i r e  c a s e  o n  t h i s  a b s t r a c t  a rg u m e n t. 

He tu r n s  t o  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  exam ple and  d e s c r i b e s  i t  c a r e f u l l y .  S uppose  

t h a t  I  am r e a d in g  and w an t to  d e s c r ib e  a d e q u a te ly  t h a t  p r e - r e f l e c t i v e  

mode o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  S h o u ld  we d e s c r i b e  i t  a s  "_I am r e a d in g  t h e  b o o k "?  

No. " T h e re  i s  no d o u b t a b o u t  th e  r e s u l t :  w h i l e  I  w as r e a d i n g ,  t h e r e

w as c o n s c io u s n e s s  jof t h e  b o o k , 2 É  th e  h e ro e s  o f  t h e  n o v e l ,  b u t  t h e  %
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w as n o t  i n h a b i t i n g  t h i s  c o n s c io u s n e s s "  (TE, p p . 4 6 - 4 7 ) .  A lth o u g h  one  

w ould  an sw er " I  am re a d in g "  t o  t h e  q u e s t io n  "W hat a r e  y o u  d o in g ? " ,  t h a t  

i s  n o t  a n  a c c u r a t e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  w h a t i s  t h e r e  f o r  c o n s c io u s n e s s  

w h i l e  o n e  w as im m ersed i n  t h e  b o o k . S u p p o se  t h a t  o n e  i s  p u r s u in g  a  

s t r e e t c a r .

When I  ru n  a f t e r  a  s t r e e t c a r ,  when I  lo o k  a t  t h e  t im e ,  when I  am 
a b s o rb e d  i n  c o n te m p la t in g  a  p o r t r a i t ,  t h e r e  i s  no T h e re  i s
c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  th e  s t r e e t c a r - h a v i n g - t o - b  e -o v e r  t a k e n , e t c .  ,  and  
n o n - p o s i t io n a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  I n  f a c t ,  I  am 
th e n  p lu n g e d  i n t o  th e  w o r ld  o f  o b j e c t s ; i t  i s  th e y  w h ich  c o n s t i t u t e  
t h e  u n i t y  o f  my c o n s c io u s n e s s e s ;  i t  i s  th e y  t h a t  p r e s e n t  them 
s e lv e s  w i th  v a lu e s ,  w i th  a t t r a c t i v e  and  r e p e l l a n t  q u a l i t i e s — b u t  
m e, I  h a v e  d is a p p e a re d ;  I  h a v e  a n n i h i l a t e d  m y s e l f .  T h e re  i s  no  
p l a c e  f o r  me on t h i s  l e v e l  (TE, p p . 4 8 -4 9 , s e c o n d  em p h a s is  m in e ) .

I  am c o n s c io u s  o f  th e  s t r e e t c a r - t o - b e - o v e r  t a k e n ,  r a t h e r  th a n  o f  m y s e lf

ru n n in g  a f t e r  t h e  s t r e e t c a r .

Now w ha t d o e s  t h i s  h a v e  to  do w i th  t h e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a n o th e r  

s u b je c t ?  Can a  s i m i l a r  d e s c r i p t i o n  b e  made o f  o r d in a r y  c o n s c io u s n e s s  

o f  a n o th e r  s u b je c t ?  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  s u c h  a  d e s c r i p t i o n .  The 

d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  c o m p lic a te d  b y  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t o  i d e n t i f y  som eone a s  

a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  i s  t o  i d e n t i f y  him  a s  som eone f o r  whom o n e  i s  o r  c a n  b e  

a n  i n t e n t i o n a l  o b j e c t .  T h a t f a c t  a p p e a r s  t o  s u p p o r t  H u s s e r l .  B u t l e t  

u s  lo o k  m ore c l o s e l y .  I  s t e p  o f f  t h e  e l e v a t o r  and  s e e  D r. M e r r i l l  

w a lk in g  t h i s  w ay. I  do n o t  s e e  m y se lf  ; I  do n o t ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  f i n d  

m y s e lf  a s  a  s o u rc e  from  w h ich  a n  a p p r e s e n t a t i v e  t r a n s f e r  t a k e s  p l a c e .

I  s e e  D r. M e r r i l l  w a lk in g  t h i s  way— p e r i o d .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h e  u s e  o f  th e  

p h r a s e  ’ t h i s  w ay’ i n d i c a t e s  my body a s  t h e  z e r o - p o i n t  o f  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  

t h a t  I ,  upon  r e f l e c t i o n , i d e n t i f y  a s  m in e . B u t t h i s  p o i n t  i s  n o t  

s u f f i c i e n t  t o  d e r iv e  H u s s e r l ’ s  c o n c lu s io n .  F o r  I  may s a y  t h a t  t h e  p a c k  

o f  c i g a r e t t e s  i s  t o  th e  r i g h t .  ’To t h e  r i g h t ’ p o i n t s ,  o n c e  a g a in ,  t o  my
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b o d y 's  p o s i t i o n  ( o r ,  m ore  p r e c i s e l y ,  my b o d y  a s  L e i b , a s  t h a t  a ro u n d  

w h ic h  "my" e x p e r ie n c e  i s  o r g a n iz e d ) . 'T o  t h e  r i g h t ’ i s  t h e  sam e k in d  o f  

p h r a s e  a s  ' t h i s  w a y '.  Y e t t h e r e  i s  no  a p p e r c e p t i v e  t r a n s f e r  from  my own 

c a s e ,  f o r  t h e  s im p le  r e a s o n  t h a t  I  do  n o t  i d e n t i f y  t h e  p a c k  o f  

c i g a r e t t e s  a s  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t .  I f  o n e  i n s i s t s  on  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  sam e 

p h r a s e  ( ' t h i s  w a y ') ,  I  i n v i t e  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  im a g in e  t h a t  h e  i s  p la y in g  

b a s e b a l l ,  and  t h a t  t h e  b a l l  h a s  j u s t  b e e n  h i t  i n  h i s  d i r e c t i o n .  One 

v e r y  w e l l  m ig h t t h i n k  i n s t a n t a n e o u s ly  "T he  b a l l  i s  com ing t h i s  w ay".

B u t no  one  i d e n t i f i e s  a  b a s e b a l l  a s  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t .  T h u s , t h e  u s e  o f  

su c h  p h r a s e s  i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  w a r r a n t  H u s s e r l 's  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  o n e 's  

c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  m u s t b e  d e r iv e d  fro m  o n e 's  own c a s e .

We m u st a n a ly z e  o r d in a r y  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  m ore 

c l o s e l y .  We c a n  a p p ro a c h  t h i s  p ro b le m  i n d i r e c t l y  b y  c r i t i c i z i n g  

H u s s e r l 's  a rg u m e n t. I t  may b e  w o r th w h ile  t o  r e p e a t  t h e  a rg u m e n t.

7 . O n e 's  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  i s  ( n e c e s s a r i l y )  

a p p r e s e n t a t i v e .

8 . O nly o n e 's  own c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  p r e s e n t e d  ( s o  lo n g  a s  we 

t a k e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a  c o n s c io u s n e s s  t o  b e  n o th in g  b u t  p r e -  

r e f l e c t i v e  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s ) .

9 . A l l  a p p r e s e n ta t i o n  n e c e s s a r i l y  in v o lv e s  ( p a s t  o r  p r e s e n t )  

p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  and  o n ly  a s  m o t iv a te d  b y  w h a t i s  p r e s e n te d  i s  

t h e r e  a p p r e s e n ta t i o n .

1 0 . T h u s , o n e 's  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  a s  a n o th e r  

s u b j e c t  m u st b e  d e r iv e d  fro m  o n e 's  own c a s e .

T he r a t i o n a l e  f o r  r e p e a t i n g  t h e  a rg u m en t i s  q u i t e  s im p le .  S in c e  I  h a v e  

b e e n  a rg u in g  a g a i n s t  1 0 , i t  i s  in cu m b en t u p o n  me to  show t h a t  e i t h e r  a t
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l e a s t  Ciie o f  t h e  p re m ise s  i s  f a l s e ,  o r  t h e  a rg u m e n t i s  i n v a l i d .

I  t h i n k  t h a t  p re m ise  9 i s  s u s p e c t .  I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c l a r i f y  

th e  key  te rm  'm o t iv a te d ' (and  i t s  g ra m m a tic a l  c o g n a te s )  i n  o r d e r  to  

c r i t i c i z e  t h e  p re m is e  on  s o l i d  g ro u n d s . P re m is e  9 i s  t h e  k ey  to  

H u s s e r l 's  a rg u m e n t; and on e  w i l l  f i n d  no a rg u m e n t f o r  i t  i n  C a r te s i a n  

M e d i ta t io n s . H ow ever, H u s s e r l  d i s c u s s e s  m o t iv a t io n  i n  p a ra g r a p h  37 

o f  t h a t  w ork . Laws o f  m o t iv a t io n  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  c a u s a l  la w s , e x c e p t  

t h a t  m o t iv a t io n  p e r t a i n s  t o  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  o b t a i n  b e tw e e n  

c o n s c io u s n e s s  and  i t s  in te n d e d  o b j e c t ,  w h e re a s  c a u s a l  la w s  h a v e  t o  do 

w i th  r e g u l a r  c o n n e c t io n s  b e tw e e n  t h i n g s .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  H u s s e r l  i s  

w is e  t o  c h o o se  a n o th e r  w ord to  t a l k  a b o u t  t h o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e tw e en  

c o n s c io u s n e s s  and  i t s  in te n d e d  o b j e c t .  F o r  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  t a l k  

o f  c a u s a l i t y  i s  i n  th e  n a t u r a l  (so m e tim es  t h e  n a t u r a l i s t i c )  a t t i t u d e ,  

w here th e  p r e s u p p o s i t io n  o f  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  b o th  c a u se  and  e f f e c t  i s  

i n  p la y .  M oreover, c a u s a l  t a l k  p r e c lu d e s  an y  t a l k  a b o u t  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  

c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  a s  b o th  c a u se  and  e f f e c t  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  " in "  th e  

w o r ld . C le a r ly ,  H u s s e r l  d o es  n o t  w a n t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  m o t iv a t io n  to  

b e  c o n f la te d  w i th  n a t u r a l i s t i c  t a l k  a b o u t tw o ( o r  m ore) t h i n g s .  S e c o n d ly , 

t a l k  o f  c a u s in g  a  c o n s c io u s n e s s  to  do x  d o e s  v i o l e n c e  to  o r d in a r y  

u s a g e .

C o n s id e r  th e  k in d  o f  exam ple t h a t  H u s s e r l  c i t e s ,  t h a t  o f  

p e r c e iv in g  a  p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t .  My p e r c e p t io n  o f  t h i s  s i d e  o f  ( s a y )  t h i s  

d e sk  m o tiv a te s  me to  ta k e  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e s  to  b e  t h e r e ,  to o .  We w ould 

n o t  sa y  t h a t  my p e r c e p t io n  o f  t h i s  s i d e  c a u s e s  me t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  

o th e r  s id e s  a r e  t h e r e .  I  t h in k ,  how ev er, t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n  o r d in a r y  

word f o r  H u s s e r l 's  t o p i c ,  nam ely , 'p r o m p t s '.  We sa y  t h a t  my p e r c e p t i o n
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o f  t h i s  s i d e  o f  t h e  d e s k  p ro m p ts  me to  ta k e  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e s  t o  b e  t h e r e .  

’M o t iv e ',  on  t h e  o t h e r  h an d , s u g g e s t s  a  r e a s o n  o r  e x p l a n a t i o n , f . a s i i n  

’He w as m o tiv a te d  b y  g r e e d ' .

Now H u s s e r l  s a y s  t h a t  I  am m o tiv a te d  to  a p p r e s e n t  c o n te n t  x  

o n ly  on th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  y .  C o n s id e r  t h e  d e s k  exam ple.

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  u n se e n  s i d e s  o f  t h i s  d e s k  a r e  p r e s e n t ,  t o o ,  o n ly  

b e c a u s e  I  s e e  t h i s  s i d e ;  and  i f  I  had  n o t  p e r c e iv e d  t h i s  s i d e  ( o r ,  

some s i d e ) ,  I  w ould  n o t  t a k e  t h e  u n se e n  c o n te n t  to  b e  t h e r e ,  to o .  I  

s a y  " p e rc e iv e d "  a d v is e d ly ,  f o r  one  s i d e  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t o  b e  s e e n  i n  

o r d e r  f o r  th e  u n p e rc e iv e d  s i d e s  o f  a  d e s k  to  b e  a p p r e s e n te d .  S uppose  

t h a t  I  w a lk  i n t o  a  d a rk  room and bump i n t o  t h e  d e s k . C l e a r l y ,  I  t a k e  

a  d e sk  ( o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  some p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t )  t o  b e  t h e r e ,  a l th o u g h  I  

(my body) to u c h e d  o n ly  one s i d e  o f  th e  d e sk  ( i . e . ,  o n ly  one s i d e  o f  th e  

d e s k  was p r e s e n t e d ) .

Now t h a t  we u n d e rs ta n d  th e  m ean ing  o f  p re m is e  9 , we c an  

e v a lu a te  H u s s e r l 's  a rg u m e n t. S in c e  H u s s e r l  c o n c lu d e s  t h a t  my a p p re s e n 

t a t i v e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  m ust b e  d e r iv e d  from  my own c a s e ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  

p re m ise  9 m ust b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  f o l lo w s :

9* . A l l  a p p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  so m e th in g  o f  t h e  k in d  x  n e c e s s a r i l y  

in v o lv e s  ( p a s t  o f  p r e s e n t )  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  same s o r t  o f  

i n t e n t i o n a l  o b j e c t ,  and  o n ly  a s  m o t iv a te d  b y  p r e s e n t a t i o n  

o f  t h e  l a t t e r  i s  t h e r e  a p p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  th e  fo rm e r .

I n  s h o r t ,  H u s s e r l  i s  s a y in g  t h a t  a p p r e s e n ta t i o n  o f  any  k in d  o f  i n t e n 

t i o n a l  o b j e c t  m ust b e  b a s e d  upon p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  sam e s o r t  o f  

i n t e n t i o n a l  o b j e c t .  O nly w i th  9* can  H u s s e r l  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  my p r e -  

r e f l e c t i v e  a c q u a in ta n c e  w i th  my c o n s c io u s n e s s  and  L e ib  i s  a  p r e c o n d i t i o n
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f o r  i d e n t i f y i n g  so m e th in g  a s  a n o th e r  c o n s c io u s n e s s  an d  L e ib . F o r  

i f  o n e 's  a p p r e s e n ta t iv e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  i s  o r  c a n  b e  

b a s e d  on  th e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  so m e th in g  o t h e r  th a n  a  L e i b - c o n s c io u s n e s s , 

th e n  H u s s e r l  i s  n o t  e n t i t l e d  to  i n f e r  t h a t  o n e 's  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  

a n o th e r  s u b je c t  m u st b e  b a s e d  upon  o n e 's  p r e - r e f l e c t i v e  a c q u a in ta n c e  

w i th  o n e 's  own L e ib - c o n s c io u s n e s s .

Now th e  q u e s t io n  i s  " I s  ( o r  ca n ) t h e  a p p r e s e n t a t i v e  c o n s c io u s 

n e ss . o f  a n o th e r  s u b je c t  (b e )  b a s e d  on  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  so m e th in g  

o th e r  th a n  a  L e ib - c o n s c io u s n e s s  ( i . e . ,  a  s u b j e c t ) ? " .  H ow ever, i t  may 

n o t  even  b e  n e c e s s a ry  t o  r a i s e  and  t r y  t o  a n sw er t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  i n s o f a r  

a s  i t  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  we h a v e  a l r e a d y  an sw ered  a  p r i o r  q u e s t i o n  i n  th e  

a f f i r m a t i v e .  The q u e s t io n  we a r e  r a i s i n g  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e  a n sw er t o  

t h e  q u e s t io n  " I s  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a p p re s e n 

t a t i v e ? "  i s  " y e s " .  T h a t ,  h o w ev er, i s  d u b io u s .  I  s u g g e s t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  

t h a t  we p o s tp o n e  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  9* u n t i l  we h a v e  c o n s id e r e d  p re m is e s  

7 and 8 m ore c lo s e l y .

I t  i s  n o te w o rth y  t h a t  I  h a v e  g r a n te d  t h a t  H u s s e r l  i s  c o r r e c t  

i n  m a in ta in in g  t h a t  o n ly  o n e 's  own c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  p r e s e n te d  (p re m is e  

8) o n ly  i n s o f a r  a s  we t a k e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a  c o n s c io u s n e s s  t o  b e  n o th in g  

b u t  p r e - r e f l e c t i v e  s e l f - c o n s c io u s n e s s .  T he sam e q u a l i f i c a t i o n  i s  t r u e  

o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a  L e ib . I  h a v e  d e fe n d e d  H u s s e r l  i n s o f a r  a s  I  h a v e  

a c c e p te d  h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  'p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t ' .  B u t 

sh o u ld  t h a t  d e f i n i t i o n  b e  a c c e p te d ?  The p r i n c i p l e  fro m  w h ic h  t h a t  

d e f i n i t i o n  f o l lo w s  ( i n  c o n ju n c t io n  w i th  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  

o n e 's  own c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  p r e - r e f l e c t i v e  s e l f - c o n s c io u s n e s s )  i s  t h a t  

i f  any two o b j e c t s  a r e  o f  th e  sam e k in d ,  th e n  t h e i r  m odes o f  " o r i g i n a l
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p r e s e n t a t i o n "  a r e  th e  sam e. S in c e  t h e  o t h e r  s u b j e c t  and  I  a r e  b o th  

s u b j e c t s ,  th e n  t h e  way my c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  ( o r  c a n  b e )  p r e s e n te d  i s  t h e  

same a s  any  o th e r  c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  ( o r  c an  b e )  p r e s e n t e d ;  an d  s i n c e  

o n e  c a n n o t  h av e  p r e - r e f l e c t i v e  s e l f - c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t ,  

o n e 's  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a n o th e r  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  a p p r e s e n t a t i v e .

Of c o u r s e ,  I  c a n  o f f e r  no  d e c i s i v e  a rg u m e n t a g a i n s t  H u s s e r l 's  

s t i p u l a t i v e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  'p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t ' .  I  c a n  

s im p ly  p o i n t  o u t  some c o n s id e r a t io n s  t h a t  m i l i t a t e  a g a i n s t  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  

H u s s e r l 's  te rm s . I  s h a l l  o f f e r  a n  a n a lo g y . When a  s k e p t i c  r a i s e s  t h e  

p rob lem  o f  t h e  e x t e r n a l  w o r ld ,  one f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  s k e p t i c  i s  n o t  

s a t i s f i e d  w i th  any  o f  o u r  o r d in a r y  e v id e n c e s  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  e x t e r n a l  

o b j e c t s .  Even p a rad ig m  c a s e s  o f  su c h  e v id e n c e  d o e s  n o t  c o n v in c e  h im . 

Soon, i t  becom es c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  s k e p t i c  i s  dem anding a  k in d  o f  e v id e n c e  

t h a t  c a n n o t b e  h a d . A t t h a t  p o i n t ,  i t  seem s to  me t h a t  t h e  p r o p e r  

r e s p o n s e  i s  t h a t  th e  s k e p t i c 's  c r i t e r i a  f o r  e v id e n c e s  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  

o f  e x t e r n a l  o b j e c t s  a r e  s im p ly  to o  s t r o n g . I f  som eone s a y s  t h a t  h e  knows 

t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  e x t e r n a l  o b j e c t s ,  he  d o e s  n o t  m ean t h a t  i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  

t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no e x t e r n a l  o b j e c t s .  A lth o u g h  from  'S  knows t h a t  p '  i t  

n e c e s s a r i l y  f o l lo w s  t h a t  ' p '  i s  t r u e ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  f o l lo w  t h a t  ' p '  i s  

n e c e s s a r i l y  t r u e .  The i m p l i c i t  demand t h a t  t h e  e v id e n c e  b e  so  s t r o n g  

t h a t  i t  c a n n o t b e  had  u n d e rc u ts  t h e  s k e p t i c ' s  p ro b le m , and p ro m p ts  u s  

t o  p o in t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  e x t e r n a l  

o b j e c t s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t .

I t  a p p e a rs  t h a t  t h e  c a s e  i s  s i m i l a r  w i th  H u s s e r l 's  r e q u i r e m e n ts  

f o r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  H e re  we f in d  t h a t  t h e  e v i d e n t i a l  

c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a n o th e r  s u b je c t  ( i . e . ,  o r i g i n a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n )  c a n n o t  b e
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h ad  b y  anyone  e x c e p t  t h e  c o n s c io u s  s u b j e c t  h i m s e l f .  O r d i n a r i l y  (an d  a s  

H u s s e r l 's  own a n a ly s e s  o f  e v id e n c e  a n d  t r u t h  r e q u i r e )  we r e g a r d  know

le d g e  a s  s h a re d  ( o r  s h a r e a b l e ) , w h ic h  i s  to  s a y  t h a t  no  o n e  h a s  know

le d g e  t h a t  no on e  e l s e  c a n  h a v e . M o re o v e r , H u s s e r l  h im s e l f  s a y s  t h a t  

w hen one  s e e s  som eone e l s e ,  o n e  s e e s  him  " i n  p e r s o n " .  Now i t  i s  n o t  my 

i n t e n t i o n  to  a rg u e  a g a i n s t  p r i v i l e d g e d  a c c e s s  t o  o n e 's  own c o n s c io u s 

n e s s .  My p o i n t ,  r a t h e r ,  i s  t h a t  I  t h i n k  t h e r e  may b e  d i f f e r e n t  c r i t e r i a  

f o r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  t h a n  t h e r e  a r e  f o r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  

" o n e 's  own" c o n s c io u s n e s s - L e i b . I  am s u g g e s t i n g ,  i n  o t h e r  w o rd s , a  

s l i g h t  l i m i t a t i o n  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e  i f  two i n t e n t i o n a l  o b j e c t s  

a r e  o f  th e  same k in d ,  th e n  t h e i r  m odes o f  b e in g  p r e s e n te d  ( f o r  any  

s u b j e c t  w h a te v e r )  a r e  t h e  sam e. Why s h o u l d n 't  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  som eone 

e l s e  c o u n t a s  o r i g i n a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  s i n c e  t h a t  i s  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  him  

" i n  p e rs o n " ?  T h is  i s  n o  c o n c lu s iv e  a rg u m e n t a g a i n s t  p r e m is e  7 , 

a l th o u g h  i t  c a s t s  some d o u b t upon  i t .

I t  s h o u ld  b e  n o te d  t h a t  H u s s e r l  h a s  a n  a  p r i o r i  r e a s o n  f o r

r e j e c t i n g  my s u g g e s t io n .  I t  i s  p r e m is e  6 .

W hatever c a n  becom e p r e s e n t e d ,  an d  e v id e n t ly  v e r i f i e d ,  o r i g i n a l l y — 
i s  so m e th in g  _I am; o r  e l s e  i t  b e lo n g s  t o  me a s  p e c u l i a r l y  my own. 
W h a tev e r, by  v i r t u e  t h e r e o f ,  i s  e x p e r ie n c e d  i n  t h a t  fo u n d ed  m anner 
w h ic h  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  a  p r i m o r d i a l l y  u n f u l f i l l a b l e  e x p e r ie n c e — a n  
e x p e r ie n c e  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  g i v e  so m e th in g  i t s e l f  o r i g i n a l l y  b u t  t h a t  
c o n s i s t e n t l y  v e r i f i e s  so m e th in g  i n d i c a t e d — i s  'o t h e r '  (CM, p p . 114- 
1 1 5 ).

T h is  i s  a n  u n f o r t u n a t e  p r i n c i p l e  f o r  H u s s e r l  t o  a d o p t ,  s i n c e  i t  im p l ie s  

t h a t  p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t s ,  w h ic h  a r e  and  c a n  becom e p r e s e n te d  o r i g i n a l l y  i n  

p e r c e p t i o n ,  a r e  so m e th in g  t h a t  I  am o r  b e lo n g  t o  me a s  p e c u l i a r l y  my 

own. T h e re  i s  no  t a l k  o f  s im u l ta n e o u s  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  a l l  s i d e s  i n  t h e  

s ta te m e n t  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  a b o v e . S o , H u s s e r l  c a n n o t  a v o id  t h e  a b s u rd
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c o n se q u e n c e  o f  t h a t  p r i n c i p l e .

L e t  u s  t a k e  a  c l o s e r  lo o k  a t  p r e m is e  9 * . I  n o te d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  

H u s s e r l  i s  n o t  e n t i t l e d  to  i n f e r  t h a t  o n e ’s  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a n o th e r  

s u b j e c t  m ust b e  d e r iv e d  from  o n e ’ s  own c a s e  i f  o n e ’ s  a p p r e s e n t a t i v e  

c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  i s  ( o r  c a n  b e )  b a s e d  upon  t h e  p r e 

s e n t a t i o n  o f  so m e th in g  o th e r  th a n  a  L e ib - c o n s c io u s n e s s . Upon w h a t 

b a s i s  do I  i d e n t i f y ,  s a y .  D r. M e r r i l l  a s  a  p e rs o n ?  I  i d e n t i f y  him  a s  

a  p e r s o n  on th e  b a s i s  o f  my p e r c e p t io n  o f  h i s  body  (L e ib ) , h i s  move

m e n ts , v o i c e ,  e t c .  One s im p ly  f i n d s  no ’’t r a n s f e r "  from  o n e ’ s  own c a s e ,  

p ro v id e d  t h a t  one i s  c a r e f u l  n o t  t o  c o n fu s e  w h a t i s  e x p e r ie n c e d  p r e -  

r e f  l e c t i v e l y  w i th  t h e  p r o d u c ts  o f  r e f l e c t i o n .  I  do n o t  m is ta k e  my 

g l a s s e s  f o r  a  p e r s o n  b e c a u s e  th e y  do n o t  l o o k ,  s o u n d , o r  f e e l  l i k e  o n e . 

P re m is e  9 * , i n  s h o r t ,  i s  f a l s e .  One’ s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  s o m e th in g  a s  

a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  i s  b a s e d  on  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  so m e th in g  o t h e r  th a n  

o n e ’ s  own s u b j e c t i v i t y .  As I  s a i d ,  o n e ’ s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  i s  m o t iv a te d  

by  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  (a  p e r s o n ’s )  b o d y , v o i c e ,  m ovem ents, e t c .  One a l r e a d y  

h a s  t h e  c o n c e p t o f a  p e r s o n .  How one  a c q u i r e d  t h a t  c o n c e p t  i s  a  

q u e s t i o n  f o r  p s y c h o lo g i s t s  t o  a n sw e r. B e s id e s ,  we s h o u ld  n o t  f o r g e t  

t h a t  H u s s e r l ’ s  th e o r y  i s  t h a t  t h e  " o r i g i n a l "  from  w h ic h  on e  o s t e n s i b l y  

t r a n s f e r s  i s  l i v i n g l y  p r e s e n t .  S o , one  d o e s  n o t  need  to  s p e c u l a t e  

a b o u t  c o n c e p t f o rm a tio n  i n  o r d e r  to  t e l l  t h a t  H u s s e r l ’ s  th e o r y  i s  f a l s e .  

S h e e r  a n a l y s i s  and d e s c r i p t i o n  s im p ly  do n o t  b e a r  o u t  H u s s e r l ’ s  p o s i t i o n .  

No 2  a p p e a r s  i n  p r e - r e f l e c t i v e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t .  We 

s e e  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  b e h in d  r a i s i n g  S a r t r e ’ s  c r i t i c i s m s  o f  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  

ego th e o r y .  H u s s e r l ’ s  th e o r y  t h a t  one t r a n s f e r s  fro m  o n e ’ s  own c a s e  

r e q u i r e s  th e  d e s c r i p t i v e  m is ta k e  t h a t  S a r t r e  d i s c u s s e s .
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6 . F u r th e r  A n a ly s is  o f  th e  E x p e r ie n c e  o f  Someone E ls e

L e t u s  sum m arize t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  p r e c e d in g  a rg u m e n ts . We 

h a v e  s e e n  t h a t  o n e 's  own c o n s c io u s n e s s  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  o n e s e l f  when 

o n e  p r e - r e f  l e c t i v e l y  p e r c e iv e s  som eone e l s e .  T h a t i s  to  s a y ,  t h e r e  i s  

no p o s i t i o n a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  w h ic h  w ould  b e  r e q u i r e d  

i f  o n e 's  p e r c e p t io n  o f  o t h e r  s u b je c t s  w e re  m o tiv a te d  b y  a c q u a in ta n c e  

w i th  o n e 's  own c o n s c io u s n e s s .  A c c o rd in g ly ,  ^  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  some

one e l s e  i s  a p p e r c e p t iv e  ( a p p r e s e n t a t i v e ) ,  an d  ^ f  a l l  a p p r e s e n ta t io n  

r e q u i r e s  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  i t  i s  n o t  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  o n e 's  own c o n s c io u s 

n e s s  ( n o t  to  m e n tio n  o n e 's  ego) t h a t  m o t iv a te s  t h e  a p p r e s e n ta t io n .

Some d o u b ts  h a v e  b e e n  r a i s e d  a g a i n s t  H u s s e r l 's  t h e s i s  t h a t  

a n o th e r  s u b je c t  c a n n o t b e  p r e s e n te d .  B u t t h a t  i s  a  f a r  c ry  from  r e 

j e c t i n g  H u s s e r l 's  c la im . T h e re  i s  e v id e n c e  f o r  H u s s e r l 's  p o s i t i o n .  

A lth o u g h  no o n e 's  c o n s c io u s  l i f e  i s  p r i v a t e  i n  th e  s e n s e  t h a t  no one 

b u t  t h a t  p e rs o n  c an  know a b o u t i t ,  o n e 's  c o n s c io u s  l i f e  i s  p r i v a t e  i n  

th e  s e n s e  t h a t  no one  b u t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r s o n  (w hose c o n s c io u s  l i f e  

i t  i s )  can  know a b o u t t h a t  c o n s c io u s  l i f e  i n  t h e  way t h a t  t h a t  p e rs o n  

d o e s . And to  i d e n t i f y  som eone a s  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  i s  t o  i d e n t i f y  him 

a s  som eone t h a t  h as  w hat on e  may c a l l  " p r iv le g e d  a c c e s s "  t o  h i s  

c o n s c io u s  l i f e .  I t  seem s, th e n ,  t h a t  H u s s e r l  i s  c o r r e c t  i n  i n s i s t i n g  

t h a t  p e r c e p t io n  o f  som eone e l s e  i s  a p p r e c e p t iv e .

I t  i s  th u s  in cu m b en t upon me to  show t h a t  t h e  a n a lo g y  t o  th e  

p ro b lem  o f  th e  e x t e r n a l  w o r ld  b r e a k s  down. The m a jo r  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  

t h a t  th e  s k e p t i c  w i th  r e s p e c t  to  t h e  e x t e r n a l  w o r ld  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  we do 

n o t  a t  a l l  know w h e th e r  e x t e r n a l  o b j e c t s  e x i s t s .  B u t i f  I  am i n t e r 
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p r e t i n g  H u s s e r l  c o r r e c t l y ,  h e  i s  n o t  s a y in g  t h a t  on e  h a s  no know ledge  

o f  o th e r  s u b j e c t s .  R a th e r ,  h e  i s  s a y in g  t h a t  a  p e r s o n  d o e s  n o t  know 

o f  o th e r  s u b je c t s  i n  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  sam e way t h a t  h e  knows o f  h im s e l f .  

T h is  i s  n o t  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  o u r  know ledge  o f  o th e r  s u b j e c t s  i s  somer- 

how a  d e f i c i e n t  fo rm  o f  o n e 's  k now ledge  o f  o n e s e l f ;  i t  i s  o n ly  to  s a y  

t h a t  i t  i s  d i f f e r e n t . T h e re  i s  a  seco n d  d i s s i m i l a r i t y ;  t h e  s k e p t i c  

c la im s  t h a t  no one  knows o f  e x t e r n a l  o b j e c t s .  B u t ev en  i f  o n e 's  

know ledge o f  o n e s e l f  w e re  (o n  H u s s e r l 's  th e o r y )  t h e  o n ly  k in d  o f  know

le d g e  o f  a  s u b je c t  ( i . e . ,  i f  H u s s e r l  w e re  a n  e p is t e m o lo g ic a l  s o l i p s i s t ) ,  

t h e r e  w ould b e  one p e r s o n  who know s, r a t h e r  th a n  n o n e .

We h ave  a l r e a d y  exam ined  th e  f i r s t  a n a lo g y  t h a t  H u s s e r l  u s e s  

i n  o rd e r  to  c l a r i f y  t h e  p e r c e p t io n  o f  som eone e l s e :  t h e  a n a lo g y  to

p e r c e p t io n  o f  a  p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t .  Even o r d in a r y  p e r c e p t io n  o f  p h y s i c a l  

o b j e c t s  in v o lv e s  a p p e r c e iv in g ,  w hich  i s  t o  b e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from  

i n f e r r i n g ,  im a g in in g , and rem em b erin g . When one  o r d i n a r i l y  p e r c e iv e s  

a  p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t ,  on e  does n o t  i n f e r  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  u n s e e n  s i d e s  ( o r ,  

m ore p r e c i s e l y ,  u n p re s e n te d  s i d e s ) .  Nor d o e s  one  im a g in e  o r  rem em ber 

t h e  u n p re s e n te d  s i d e s .  Y et t h e  u n p r e s e n te d  s id e s  a r e  a p p r e s e n te d ,  

s in c e  one s e e s  a  p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t  ( s a y ,  t h i s  b o o k ) ,  and t h e  book  h a s  

u n p re s e n te d  s i d e s .  A p p r e s e n ta t io n  i s  a  com ponent o f  o r d in a r y  p e rc e p 

t i o n ,  and m akes p e r c e p t io n  w h a t i t  i s .  "W hat i s  a p p r e s e n te d  i s  a lw ay s  

t h e  com plem ent o f  w h a t i s  p r e s e n t e d ,  fo rm in g  a  k in d  o f  c o n tin u u m  w i th  

i t "  (PPH, p p . 9 2 -9 3 ) .  P e r c e p t io n  o f  som eone e l s e  i s  l i k e  p e r c e p t i o n  

o f  a  p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t  i n  t h a t  i t  in v o lv e s  a p p e r c e p t io n ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  th e  

o t h e r  s id e s  o f  a  p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t  c an  b e  p r e s e n te d ,  w h e re a s  one c a n n o t  

p e r c e iv e  a n o t h e r 's  c o n s c io u s n e s s .
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I s  t h e r e  any  o th e r  k in d  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  i n  w h ic h  t h a t  w h ic h  i s  

e x p e r ie n c e d  c a n n o t b e  p r e s e n te d ?  T h is  in t r o d u c e s  H u s s e r l 's  se co n d  

a n a lo g y . P e r c e p t io n  o f  som eone e l s e  h a s  some t h in g s  i n  common w i th  

rem em bering .

R e c o l l e c t i o n . . . i s  a  s p e c i a l  s o r t  o f . . . a c t  w h ic h  'r e n d e r s  p r e s e n t  
so m e th in g  p r e s e n t  t h a t  i s  n o t  p r e s e n t ' ;  i t  i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from  
a n  a c t  o f  p h a n ta s y ,  f o r  exam p le , b y  l o c a t i n g  i t s  o b j e c t  i n  t h e  
p a s t ,  a n d , w h a t i s  m o re , i n  my p a s t  (PPH, p .  9 4 ) .

W henever I  ( o r  anyone) rem em bers s o m e th in g , I  rem em ber so m e th in g  t h a t

I  e x p e r ie n c e d . Say t h a t  I  r e c a l l  a  p e rfo rm a n c e  o f  The C r u c ib l e .

A lth o u g h  my i n t e n t i o n a l  o b j e c t  i s  th e  p e rfo rm a n c e , I  c o u ld  n o t  rem em ber

i t  u n le s s  I  had  h e a rd  and s e e n  i t .  "T hus w i t h  a  g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s e r

d e g re e  o f  e x p l i c i t n e s s ,  r e c o l l e c t i o n  r e n d e r s  p r e s e n t  n o t  o n ly  t h e

o b je c t  o f  th e  e x p e r i e n c e . . . b u t  a l s o  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  i t s e l f "  (PPH, p .  9 4 ,

em phases m in e ) . I n d i s t i n c t l y ,  t h a t  i s ,  I  r e c a l l  h a v in g  s e e n  an d  h e a rd

th e  p e rfo rm a n c e .

Now t h e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  to  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  som eone e l s e  c a n  b e  n o te d . 

B ecau se  rem em bering  in v o lv e s  l o c a t i n g  so m e th in g  i n  o n e 's  p a s t  some

th in g  w h ich  i s  ta k e n  to  h a v e  b e e n  e x p e r ie n c e d ,  a n  e x p e r ie n c e  i s  c o n s t i 

t u t e d  i n  rem em bering . The sam e i s  t r u e  o f  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  som eone e l s e .

I f  one p e r c e iv e s  som eone e l s e ,  one  p e r c e iv e s  w h a t on e  ta k e s  t o  b e  

a n o th e r  s tre a m  o f  e x p e r ie n c e .  T h is  a n a lo g y  " . . .m a k e s  som ew hat l e s s  

p a r a d o x i c a l . . . t h e  i d e a  o f  a  s tre a m  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s  a s  o b j e c t  (PPH, p p . 

9 4 -9 5 ) ,  a  p a ra d o x  t o  w h ich  I  r e f e r r e d  i n  t h e  p r e v io u s  c h a p te r .  A seco n d  

s i m i l a r i t y  i s  t h a t  rem em bering  a lm o s t  a lw ay s  in v o lv e s  a  d i f f e r e n t  

s p a t i a l  l o c a t i o n .  T h a t i s ,  when I  am rem em bering  so m e th in g , I  (an y o n e ) 

am a lm o s t a lw ay s i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e  th a n  I  w as w hen I  o r i g i n a l l y  

e x p e r ie n c e d  th e  t h in g  i n  q u e s t io n .  I  am i n  Norman now, a l th o u g h  I  w as
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i n  J a c k s o n v i l l e  when I  h e a rd  an d  saw th e  p e r fo rm a n c e  o f  The C r u c ib l e .

I f  I  p e r c e iv e  som eone e l s e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  I  a lw a y s  i d e n t i f y  him  a s  b e in g  

i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  s p a t i a l  l o c a t i o n .  A t h i r d  s i m i l a r i t y  i s  t h a t  t h a t  w h ic h  

i s  g iv e n  i n  memory c a n n o t  b e  e x p e r ie n c e d  o r i g i n a l l y  ( o r  p r e s e n t e d ) .

I  c a n n o t s e e  o r  h e a r  my p a s t ;  I  c a n  o n ly  r e c a l l  i t .  Rem em bering i n  

p r i n c i p l e  r e f e r s  t o  a  way i n  w h ich  t h e  t h in g  rem em bered  w as p r e s e n t e d .  

S i m i l a r ly ,  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t ' s  c o n s c io u s  l i f e  i s  n o t  p r e s e n te d  to  anyone  

b u t  him ; th e  a p p r e s e n ta t i v e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a n o th e r  s u b je c t  i n  

p r i n c i p l e  r e f e r s  to  t h e  way i n  w h ic h  t h e  o t h e r ' s  c o n s c io u s  l i f e  i s  

p r e s e n t e d .  T h a t i s ;  t o  p e r c e iv e  som eone e l s e  i s  t o  t a k e  him  t o  b e  f o r  

h im s e l f ,  t o  t a k e  him to  h a v e  p r e - r e f l e c t i v e  and  n o n -p o s i t i o n a l  c o n s c io u s 

n e s s  o f  h i s  c o n s c io u s n e s s  w h ic h , a s  we h a v e  s e e n ,  i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  

a  c o n s c io u s n e s s .

B u t e a c h  o f  t h e s e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  i s  o n ly  p a r t i a l .  A lth o u g h  a n  

e x p e r ie n c e  ( s e e in g  and  h e a r in g )  t h a t  i s  d i s t i n c t  from  th e  p r e s e n t  

e x p e r ie n c e  (rem em bering ) i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  b y  rem e m b e rin g , t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  

c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e r e i n  b e lo n g s  t o  ( in d e e d ,  m u st b e lo n g  t o )  t h e  sam e s tr e a m  

o f  e x p e r ie n c e .  T h a t i s ,  o n e  a n d  th e  sam e p e r s o n  saw and h e a rd  t h e  

p e rfo rm a n c e  o f  The C r u c ib le  and  rem em bers i t  now. B u t i n  p e r c e iv in g  

som eone e l s e ,  a  n u m e r ic a l ly  d i f f e r e n t  s t r e a m  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  i s  c o n s t i t u t e d .  

T h e re  i s  a  d i f f e r e n c e  t o  b e  fo u n d  i n  t h e  se c o n d  s i m i l a r i t y ,  t o o .

A lth o u g h  one  i s  a lm o s t  a lw ay s  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  s p a t i a l  l o c a t i o n  when on e  

rem em bers e x p e r ie n c in g  s o m e th in g , t h a t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  c a s e .

In d e e d , b e in g  i n  t h e  same l o c a t i o n  may b e  t h e  o c c a s io n  f o r  c a l l i n g  t h e  

p a s t  e x p e r ie n c e  to  m in d . I  may b e  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  sam e s e a t  i n  th e  

J a c k s o n v i l l e  U n iv e r s i ty  T h e a t r e  when I  r e c a l l  h a v in g  s e e n  an d  h e a rd  t h a t
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p e rfo rm a n c e  o f  T he C r u c ib le . To p e r c e iv e  som eone e l s e ,  on  t h e  o t h e r  

h a n d , i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  to  i d e n t i f y  him  a s  b e in g  i n  a n o th e r  p l a c e .  Even 

t h e  t h i r d  s i m i l a r i t i y  b r e a k s  down. A lth o u g h  o n e ’ s  p a s t  c a n n o t  b e  

p r e s e n t e d ,  and  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e f e r s  b a c k  t o  p e r c e p t i o n  o r  some o t h e r  k in d  

o f  e x p e r ie n c e  i n  w h ic h  t h e  th in g  was o r i g i n a l l y  g iv e n ,  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  

_a t im e  a t  w h ich  t h e  t h in g  w as p r e s e n t e d .  B u t i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  p e r c e iv in g  

som eone e l s e ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no t im e  a t  w h ic h  

t h e  o t h e r ’ s  c o n s c io u s  l i f e  i s  p r e s e n t e d .  T h e re  i s  a  f o u r t h  d i s s i m i l a r i t y  

t o  b e  n o te d .  W hereas o n e ’ s  o r i g i n a l  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  t h e  t h in g  i n  q u e s t io n  

c a n n o t b e  s im u l ta n e o u s  w i th  t h e  rem em bering  o f  i t ,  t h e  s tr e a m  o f  

e x p e r ie n c e  t h a t  i s  a p p r e s e n te d  w hen o n e  p e r c e iv e s  som eone e l s e  i s  

s im u l ta n e o u s  w i th  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n .  ’’W h ile  t h e  r e c o l l e c t e d  a c t  c a n  n e v e r  

b e  s im u lta n e o u s  w i th  t h e  r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e  p r im e  c a s e  o f  F re m d e rfa h ru n g  

i s  p r e c i s e l y  t h a t  i n  w h ic h  th e  o b j e c t - a c t  i s  s im u l ta n e o u s  w i th  t h e  

s u b j e c t - a c t ” (PPH, p .  9 5 ) .

7 . T he ’’Two Bodies* ' P ro b lem s

H u s s e r l  i s  n o t  s a t i s f i e d  w i th  n o t in g  t h e s e  s i m i l a r i t i e s .  He

a s k s  a  c o u p le  o f  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  q u e s t io n s  i n  o r d e r  to  f r e e  h im s e l f  (and

t h e  r e a d e r )  from  b e in g  s o  im m ersed  i n  o u r  o r d in a r y  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  o t h e r s  

t h a t  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  c a n n o t  b e  p r o p e r ly  a n a ly z e d .  H u s s e r l  a s k s :  (1 )

’’W hat m akes t h i s  o rg a n ism  a n o t h e r ’ s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  se co n d  body  o f  my

own?” (CM, p . 1 1 3 ) . O r d i n a r i l y ,  on e  w ou ld  t a k e  i t  a s  so  o b v io u s  t h a t

th e  body o v e r  t h e r e  i s  a n o th e r ’ s t h a t  o n e  may o v e r lo o k  th e  i n t e n t i o n a l  

p e rfo rm a n c e  w hereby  o n e  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  body  a s  a n o t h e r ’ s .  H u s s e r l ’ s 

se c o n d  p ro b lem  i s  r e l a t e d  b u t  d i f f e r e n t .  (2 )  ’’How c a n  I  s p e a k  a t  a l l
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o f  t h e  same b o d y , a s  a p p e a r in g  w i th in  my p r im o r d ia l  s p h e re  i n  t h e  mode 

T h e re  and  w i th in  h i s  and  to  h im  i n  t h e  mode H e re ? "  (CM, p .  1 2 1 ) .

H u s s e r l 's  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  f i r s t  p ro b le m  in v o lv e s  some d e s 

c r i p t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  t h e  same a s  one  w i l l  f i n d  i n  a  much l a t e r  w ork by 

a  d i f f e r e n t  a u th o r ,  M e r le a u -P o n ty ' s  Phenom enology o f  P e r c e p t io n . "As 

r e f l e x i v e l y  r e l a t e d  to  i t s e l f ,  my a n im a te  b o d i ly  o r g a n i s m . . .h a s  th e  

c e n t r a l  'H e r e ' a s  i t s  mode o f  g iv e n n e s s ;  e v e ry  o t h e r  b o d y , and a c c o rd 

i n g ly  t h e  ' o t h e r ' s '  b o d y , h a s  t h e  mode 'T h e r e '"  (CM, p .  1 1 6 ) . H u s s e r l  

i s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t p r e - r e f l e c t i v e  (and  n o n - p o s i t i o n a l )  s e l f - c o n s c io u s n e s s  

when he  u s e s  t h e  p h r a s e  ' r e f l e x i v e l y  r e l a t e d  to  i t s e l f ' .  Of c o u r s e ,  

H u s s e r l  i s  n o t  r e f e r r i n g  to  any  p a r t i c u l a r  p l a c e  i n  u s in g  t h e  word 'h e r e '  

Nor d o e s  h e  mean ' t h e  p la c e  i n  o b j e c t i v e  s p a c e  w here  o n e  h a p p e n s  to  b e  

a t  any  p a r t i c u l a r  t im e ' by ' h e r e ' ,  a l th o u g h  o n e 's  p l a c e  i n  o b j e c t i v e  

s p a c e  c o in c id e s  w i th  w hat H u s s e r l  h a s  i n  m in d . The n o t io n  o f  o b j e c t i v e  

sp a c e  i s  t h e  p ro d u c t  o f  r e f l e c t i o n  and  t h e o r i z i n g .  H u s s e r l  h a s  i n  m ind 

so m e th in g  t h a t  in v o lv e s  n e i t h e r  r e f l e c t i o n  n o r  t h e o r i z i n g .  P r e -  

r e f  l e c t i v e l y  one i s  c o n s c io u s  o f  o n e 's  body a s  t h a t  a ro u n d  w h ich  o n e 's  

e x p e r ie n c e  i s  o r g a n iz e d ,  a s  th e  m eans by w h ich  d i s t a n c e s  a r e  m ea su red .

The word 'h e r e '  a p p l i e d  t o  my body d o e s  n o t  r e f e r  t o  a  d e te r m in a te  
p o s i t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  to  o t h e r  p o s i t i o n s  o r  e x t e r n a l  c o - o r d i n a t e s ,  
b u t  t h e  l a y in g  down o f  t h e  f i r s t  c o - o r d i n a t e s ,  th e  a n c h o r in g  o f  th e  
a c t i v e  body i n  a n  o b j e c t ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  body i n  f a c e  o f  i t s  
t a s k s  (PP , p . 100, em p h asis  m in e ) .

O rd in a ry  la n g u a g e  f r e q u e n t l y  r e f l e c t s  t h i s  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  o n e 's  b o d y . I

s a y ,  f o r  ex am p le , t h a t  th e  p h i lo s o p h y  d e p a r tm e n t i s  a b o u t  a  h a l f  m ile

aw ay, r e f e r r i n g  th e r e b y  t o  w here  I  r e s i d e ,  t o  my p l a c e .  One can  w a lk

away from  any  p a r t i c u l a r  p la c e  i n  s p a c e ;  b u t  one c a n n o t w a lk  away from

o n e 's  b o d i ly  " h e r e " .  M e rle a u -P o n ty  s t r i k e s  a  d i s t i n c t i o n  t h a t  i s
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r e l e v a n t  h e r e .  "Even i f  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  fo rm  o f  s p a c e  i s  t h a t  w i th o u t  w h ich

t h e r e  w ould b e  f o r  u s  no b o d i ly  s p a c e ,  i t  i s  n o t  t h a t  by  w h ich  t h e r e  i s

o n e"  (PPH, p .  101 , em phases m in e ) . The te rm  ’ th e re *  i n  t h i s  c o n te x t

s im p ly  means ’n o t  h e r e ’ . I n s o f a r  a s  I  i d e n t i f y  a  body a s  b e in g  t h e r e

r a t h e r  th a n  h e r e ,  I  i d e n t i f y  t h a t  body a s  n o t  my own.

Now one  i d e n t i f i e s  o n e ’ s  l iv e d - b o d y  a s  a  n a t u r a l  body t h a t

e x i s t s  and i s  m ovable i n  s p a c e  l i k e  an y  o t h e r .  H u s s e r l  n o t e s  t h a t  t h i s

. . . i s  m a n i f e s t ly  c o n n e c te d  w i th  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  e x p re s s e d  i n  th e  
w o rd s : By f r e e  m o d i f ic a t io n  o f  my k i n e s t h e s i a s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th o s e
o f  lo c o m o tio n , I  ca n  change  my p o s i t i o n  i n  su c h  a  m anner t h a t  I  
c o n v e r t  any T here  i n t o  a  H ere— t h a t  i s  to  s a y ,  I  c o u ld  occupy  
an y  s p a t i a l  lo c u s  w i th  my o rg a n is m . T h is  im p l ie s  t h a t ,  p e r c e iv in g  
from  t h e r e ,  I  sh o u ld  s e e  t h e  same p h y s ic a l  t h i n g s ,  o n ly  i n  c o r r 
e s p o n d in g ly  d i f f e r e n t  modes o f  a p p e a ra n c e ,  su c h  a s  p e r t a i n  to  my 
b e in g  t h e r e  (CM, p . 1 1 6 ).

We hav e  s e t  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  H u s s e r l ’ s  r e s p o n s e  to  th e  f i r s t  "tw o

b o d ie s "  p ro b lem .

1. One’ s  own body i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  g iv e n  to  o n e s e l f  i n  t h e  mode 

"H e re " .

2 . The body t h a t  i s  o s t e n s i b l y  som eone e l s e ’ s  i s  g iv e n  i n  th e  

mode " T h e re " .

3 . One c a n  c o n v e r t  any  " th e r e "  i n t o  a  " h e r e "  by m eans o f  

m ovem ent.

4 . H ow ever, a p p e a ra n c e s  from  T h e re  c a n n o t be  had  a t  t h e  same 

tim e  t h a t  one i s  H ere .

5 . M o reo v er, one e x p e r ie n c e s  th e  body t h a t  i s  o s t e n s i b l y  

someone e l s e ’ s  a s  b e in g  T h e re  a t  t h e  same tim e  t h a t  one  i s  H e re .

6 . T h u s, one ca n  sp e ak  o f  any  body t h a t  a p p e a r s  o v e r  T h e re  a s  

someone e l s e ’ s  body (CM, p .  1 1 9 ).
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One c a n n o t ,  a s  M e rle a u -P o n ty  p o i n t s  o u t ,  b e  i n  f r o n t  o f  o n e ’ s  own bod y .

"B u t I  am n o t  i n  f r o n t  o f  my b o d y , I  am i n  i t ,  o r  r a t h e r  I  ^  i t "

(PP , p .  150, em p h asis  m in e ) .  I f  my body c o u ld  a p p e a r  a s  T h e re , th e n  i t

c o u ld  b e  e i t h e r  f i g u r e  o r  b a ck g ro u n d  i n  my p e r c e p u ta l  e x p e r ie n c e .

Q u ite  th e  c o n t r a r y ,  o n e ’ s  body i s  a  p r e c o n d i t i o n  f o r  p e r c e p tu a l

e x p e r ie n c e  and th u s  f o r  t h e  f ig u r e -b a c k g ro u n d  d i s t i n c t i o n  i t s e l f . '

B o d ily  s p a c e  c an  b e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from  e x t e r n a l  s p a c e  and e n v e lo p  
i t s  p a r t s  i n s t e a d  o f  s p re a d in g  them  o u t ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  t h e  d a rk n e s s  
i n  t h e  t h e a t r e  n e e d ed  t o  show up th e  p e r fo rm a n c e , t h e  b ack g ro u n d  
o f  som nolence  o r  r e s e r v e  o f  v a g u e  pow er a g a i n s t  w h ich  th e  g e s tu r e  
and  i t s  a im  s ta n d  o u t ,  t h e  zone o f  n o t  b e in g  i n  f r o n t  o f  w h ich  
p r e c i s e  b e in g s ,  f i g u r e s  and  p o i n t s  c a n  come t o  l i g h t - . . . A s  f a r  
a s  s p a t i a l i t y  i s  c o n c e rn e d . . .  one  ' s  own body i s  t h e  t h i r d  te rm , 
a lw a y s  t a c i t l y  u n d e r s to o d ,  i n  th e  f ig u r e -b a c k g ro u n d  s t r u c t u r e ,  and  
e v e ry  f i g u r e  s ta n d s  o u t  a g a in s t  t h e  d o u b le  h o r iz o n  o f  e x t e r n a l  and  
b o d i ly  sp a c e  (P P , p p . 1 0 0 -1 0 1 , f i r s t  e m p h a s is  m in e ) .

Such i s  H u s s e r l 's  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  f i r s t  "tw o  body" p ro b le m .

How d o e s  H u s s e r l  re s p o n d  to  t h e  se c o n d  "tw o  body" p rob lem ?

How i s  i t  t h a t  I  i d e n t i f y  t h e  body o v e r  t h e r e  f o r  me w i th  t h e  body t h a t  

i s  h e r e  f o r  him? H u s s e r l 's  r e s p o n s e  to  t h e  q u e s t io n  i s  q u i t e  s t r a i g h t 

fo rw a rd . He p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  o n e 's  e x p e r ie n c e  w ould  h a v e  to  b e  q u i t e  

d i f f e r e n t  i n  o r d e r  to  g r a n t  t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  p o s e s  a  s e r i o u s  p ro b le m .

The o t h e r ' s  L e ib  i s  a p p re s e n te d  on th e  b a s i s  o f  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  h i s  

K o rp e r . B ut p r e s e n t a t i o n  and  a p p r e s e n ta t i o n  a r e  com plem en ts o f  one 

a n o th e r ;  t h e r e  c a n n o t b e  one w ith o u t  t h e  o t h e r .

I n  t h i s  c a s e  E x p e r i e n c i n g  som eone e ls e * | to o  i t  s h o u ld  be  n o te d  t h a t  
e x p e r ie n c e  c a n  a p p r e s e n t  o n ly  b e c a u s e  i t  p r e s e n t s , t h a t  h e r e  to o  
a p p r e s e n ta t io n  c an  e x i s t  o n ly  i n  t h e  a f o r e s a i d  f u n c t i o n a l  com m unity 
w i th  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  T h is  im p l ie s ,  h o w e v e r, t h a t ,  from  th e  v e ry  
b e g in n in g ,  w hat t h i s  e x p e r ie n c e  p r e s e n t s  m ust b e lo n g  to  th e  u n i t y  
o f  t h e  v e ry  o b je c t  a p p re s e n te d  (CM, p .  1 2 2 ) .

S in c e  o n e 's  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h a t  body o v e r  t h e r e  a s  som eone e l s e ' s

i s  a  f u n c t i o n a l  u n i ty  o f  p r e s e n t a t i o n  and  a p p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  s im p ly
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no m o t iv a t io n  f o r  r e g a r d in g  t h e  body o v e r  t h e r e  f o r  me a s  d i f f e r e n t  from

t h e  body  t h a t  i s  h e re  f o r  h im . The r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e  o t h e r ’ s  K o rp e r

t o  h i s  L e ib  i n  o n e ’ s  e x p e r ie n c e  w ould  h a v e  t o  b e  t h a t  o f  s ig n  to

a n a lo g u e , r a t h e r  th a n  p r e s e n te d  to  a p p r e s e n te d ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e g a r d

t h e  se co n d  "tw o body" p ro b le m  a s  s e r i o u s .

. . .  I t  i s  n o t  a s  th o u g h  th e  body o v e r  t h e r e , i n  my p r im o r d ia l  
s p h e r e ,  rem a in ed  s e p a r a t e  from  t h e  a n im a te  b o d i ly  o rg a n ism  o f  t h e  
o t h e r  Ego, a s  i f  t h a t  body w ere  s o m e th in g  l i k e  a  s i g n a l  f o r  i t s  
a n a lo g u e  (by v i r t u e  o f  an  o b v io u s ly  i n c o n c e iv a b le  m o t i v a t i o n ) . . .
(CM, p . 1 2 2 ).

We c a n  s e e  t h a t  H u s s e r l ’ s  n o t io n  o f  p r e s e n t a t i o n  and a p p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  

r i g h t l y  u n d e rs to o d  i n  i t s  b e a r in g  o n  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  o n e s e l f  o r  some

one  e l s e ,  r e n d e r s  g r o u n d le s s  th e  o b j e c t i o n  s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  

t h a t  H u s s e r l  i l l e g i t i m a t e l y  s e p a r a t e s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  c o n s c io u s n e s s  from  

t h e  body . H u s s e r l ’ s  way o f  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  b e tw e en  p r e s e n t a t i o n  and  

a p p r e s e n ta t io n  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  L e ib  and  K o rp e r a r e  d i s t i n c t  b u t  n o t  

s e p a r a t e  (C f. PPH, p .  9 3 ) .

8 . The "Two W orld s"  P ro b le m

The o th e r  s u b j e c t ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  o b j e c t s  i s  i n t e n t i o n a l .

T h a t i s  to  s a y ,  o b j e c t s  a r e  f o r  h im ; h e  i s  n o t  s im p ly  a n  o b j e c t  among 

o t h e r s  t h a t  h a s  n o th in g  b u t  " o b je c t i v e "  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  to  o b j e c t s .  B ut 

s in c e  t h a t  i s  s o ,  H u s s e r l  h a s  a  new p ro b le m . How i s  i t  t h a t  one 

i d e n t i f i e s  th e  w o rld  f o r  him  w i th  t h e  w o rld  f o r  me? T h e re  seem s to  b e  

a  p ro b le m  o f  two w o r ld s  h e r e .  T h a t one i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  " w o r ld s "  i s  

u n q u e s t io n a b le .  But how d o es  t h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o c c u r?

H u s s e r l ’ s  r e s p o n s e  i s  t h a t  th e  a n sw e r i s  i m p l i c i t  i n  w ha t he  

h a s  a l r e a d y  a n a ly z e d .
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I  do n o t  h a v e  a n  a p p r e s e n te d  seco n d  o r i g i n a l  s p h e re  w i th  a  se co n d  
'N a t u r e ' a n d , i n  t h i s  N a tu re ,  a  seco n d  a n im a te  b o d i ly  o rg a n ism  
( th e  one b e lo n g in g  to  t h e  o t h e r  ego h i m s e l f ) ,  so  t h a t  I  m ust th e n  
a s k  how I  c an  a p p re h e n d  my N a tu re  and  t h i s  o t h e r  a s  m odes o f  
a p p e a ra n c e  o f  t h e  same O b je c t iv e  N a tu re .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  th e  
i d e n t i t y - s e n s e  o f  'm y ' p r im o r d ia l  N a tu re  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  p ro d u ce d  
by  t h e  a p p r e s e n ta t i o n  and  t h e  u n i t y  t h a t  i t ,  a a  a p p r e s e n ta t i o n ,  
n e c e s s a r i l y  h a s  w i th  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  c o - f u n c t i o n in g  f o r  i t — t h i s  
a p p r e s e n ta t io n  by v i r t u e  o f  w h ich  a n  O th e r  a n d , c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  h i s  
c o n c r e te  ego  a r e  t h e r e  f o r  me i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  (CM, p p . 1 2 3 -1 2 4 ).

T h is  r e q u i r e s  some e x p la n a t io n .  H u s s e r l 's  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  i n  i d e n t i f y i n g

t h e  o t h e r ' s  body a s  o v e r  t h e r e ,  I  am i m p l i c i t l y  i d e n t i f y i n g  h i s

a p p e a ra n c e s  a s  th o s e  t h a t  I  s h o u ld  h av e  i f  I  w e re  o v e r  t h e r e .  " I t

i s  t h e  same N a tu re ,  b u t  i n  t h e  mode o f  a p p e a r a n c e :  ' a s  i f  I  w ere

s ta n d in g  o v e r  t h e r e ,  w here  th e  O t h e r 's  body i s ' "  (CM, p .  1 2 3 ) . T h is

w ould b e  so  ev e n  i f  o n e  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  body  o v e r  t h e r e  a s  o n e 's  own, f o r

th e  s im p le  r e a s o n  t h a t  o n ly  o n e  w o rld  a p p e a r s  t o  me. The i d e n t i t y  o f

w o r ld s  i s  a  n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t io n  f o r  my a p p r e s e n t a t i v e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f

t h e  o t h e r  s u b j e c t .

I t  may b e  o b je c te d  t h a t  t h i s  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  " tw o  w o r ld s "  

p ro b le m  i s  c i r c u l a r ,  inasm uch  a s  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  w o r ld s  i s  su p p o sed  to  

b e  e x p la in e d  i n  te rm s  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y .  F o r  one  t h i n g ,  H u s s e r l  i s  

n o t  t r y i n g  t o  p ro v e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  one  w o r ld .  S o , t h e  a n a l y s i s  i s  n o t  

c i r c u l a r  i n  t h e  way t h a t  an  a rg u m en t c a n  b e  c i r c u l a r .  F u r th e r ,  H u s s e r l  

d o e s  n o t  t r y  t o  a n a ly z e  o u r  n o t io n  o f  'o n e  o b j e c t i v e  w o r ld ' i n t o  i n t e r -  

s u b j e c t i v e  e x p e r ie n c e s .  Phenom enology i s  n e i t h e r  phenom enalism  n o r  

s u b j e c t i v e  id e a l i s m .  Thus i t  i s  n o t  a s  i f  H u s s e r l  a t te m p te d  to  d e r iv e  

t h e  o b j e c t i v e  w o rld  fro m  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e s .  R a th e r ,  H u s s e r l  

t r i e s  t o  show how o n e 's  c o n c e p t o f  ' t h e  one  o b j e c t i v e  w o r l d ' ,  a s  a  w o rld

f o r  e v e ry o n e , i s  c o n n e c te d  w i th  th e  p e r c e p t i o n  ( a c t u a l  o r  p o s s ib l e )  o f
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som eone e l s e .  I n s o f a r  a s  I  p e r c e iv e  som eone e l s e ,  I  t a k e  i t  t o  b e  th e  

c a s e  t h a t  we e x p e r ie n c e  o n e  and  th e  sam e w o r ld .  F u r t h e r ,  I  t a k e  b e in g  

" in "  t h e  same w o rld  t o  b e  a  n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t io n  f o r  my e x p e r ie n c e  o f  

h im . The o b j e c t iv e  w o r ld  i s  c o n n e c te d  w i th  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  i n  t h a t  i f  

a  w o r ld  w ere  n o t  e x p e r ie n c e a b le  b y  o t h e r s ,  i t  w ould  n o t  be  th e  o b j e c t i v e  

w o r ld . S in c e  H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  e x p la i n  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  w o rld  

i n  te rm s  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t r i e s  t o  e x h i b i t  t h e  b e l i e f s  

t o  w h ich  one i s  co m m itted  by i d e n t i f y i n g  s o m e th in g  a s  o b j e c t i v e l y  r e a l ,  

t h e r e  i s  no p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y  r e l e v a n t  s e n s e  i n  w h ich  H u s s e r l 's  a c c o u n t  i s  

c i r c u l a r .

9 . C o n c lu d in g  R em arks

A summary o f  my p o s i t i o n  i s  i n  o r d e r .  I  a rg u e d  ( c o n t r a  H u s s e r l ,  

R ic o e u r  and  E l l i s t o n )  t h a t  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " r e d u c t io n "  t o  t h e  s p h e re  o f  

ow nness i s  n o t  a n o th e r  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n  a t  a l l .  H u s s e r l 's  

d i s c u s s io n  o f  t h a t  s o - c a l l e d  " se c o n d  e p o c h e "  in v o lv e s  t h e  i n c o n s i s t e n t  

a s s e r t i o n s  t h a t  (1 ) o n e 's  e x p e r ie n c e  i s  " w h o lly  u n a f f e c te d "  by  th e  

seco n d  e p o c h e , and (2 )  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  e f f e c t s  o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  a r e  

e x c lu d e d  from  o n e 's  e x p e r ie n c e  by  t h e  " se c o n d  e p o c h e " .

S e c o n d ly , I  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  a  few  o b s c u r i t i e s ,  w h ich  S c h u e tz  

t a k e s  to  be  m onum ental p ro b le m s , a r e  r e a l l y  r e l a t i v e l y  m in o r , a f t e r  

h a v in g  r e i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  d i s c u s s io n  o f  t h e  " se c o n d  e p o c h e "  a s  a n  a t te m p t  

(1 ) t o  p u t  i n  r e l i e f  t h e  r o l e  and  n a tu r e  o f  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ^  an d  (2 ) t o  

s e t  up a  h o s t  o f  p ro b le m s i n  h i e r a r c h i a l  o r d e r .

T h i r d ly ,  I  d i s c u s s e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  H u s s e r l 's  a rg u m en t f o r  th e  

c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  o n e 's  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  som eone e l s e  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y
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a p p r e s e n ta t iv e .  I  r a i s e d  v a r io u s  o b j e c t io n s  to  some o f  H u s s e r l 's  k ey  

p re m is e s . I  d ia g n o s e d  th e  o b j e c t io n s  a s  a r i s i n g  from  m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  

o f  th e  p re m is e s  i n  q u e s t io n ,  s e t t l i n g  upon r e a d in g s  o f  t h e  p a s s a g e s  

su ch  t h a t  th e y  a r e  n o t  v u ln e r a b le  t o  o b j e c t i o n s .

H u s s e r l 's  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  o n e 's  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a n o th e r  s u b je c t  

i s  d e r iv e d  from  o n e 's  own c a s e  c a n n o t b e  s i m i l a r l y  d e fe n d e d . I  a rg u e  

t h a t  t h a t  t h e s i s  d epends on th e  d e s c r i p t i v e  m is ta k e  (p o in te d  o u t by

S a r t r e  i n  The T ra n sc e n d e n ce  o f  th e  Ego) t h a t  o n e  i s  p r e - r e f l e c t i v e l y

c o n s c io u s  o f  an  eg o . I  p o in t  o u t  t h a t  H u s s e r l 's  a rg u m e n t.r e q u i r e s  a  

s t r o n g  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  a  c e r t a i n  p re m is e ,  an  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t h a t  

shows t h a t  t h e  p re m ise  i s  f a l s e .

I  exam ine H u s s e r l 's  a n a lo g ie s  o f  p e r c e iv in g  som eone e l s e  t o  

rem em bering  and p e r c e p t io n  o f  a  p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t ,  and  c lo s e  by d i s c u s s in g  

H u s s e r l 's  s o lu t i o n s  t o  t h e  "tw o b o d ie s "  and  "tw o  w o r ld s "  p ro b le m s .

I t  i s  n o te w o rth y  t h a t  we h av e  ( f o l lo w in g  H u s s e r l )  c o n c e n t r a te d  

e x c lu s iv e ly  on th e  p e r c e p t io n  o f  o th e r  p e r s o n s . G iven o u r  i n t e r e s t  i n

s c ie n c e  and  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s ,  t h i s  p ro c e d u re  i s  a c c e p ta b l e ,  a s  I  

e x p la in e d  i n  th e  c h a p te r  on e v id e n c e  and t r u t h .  I n  H u s s e r l 's  c a s e ,  how

e v e r ,  t h i s  i s  n o t c le a r - , a s  h e  s a y s  t h a t  h i s  a n a l y s i s  c o n c e rn s  any

a l t e r  ego w h a tso e v e r  (CM, p . 9 4 ) . - .

H u s s e r l 's  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  p ro b lem  i s  o n e  t h a t  I  sh o u ld  o f f e r  

i n  r e p ly  t o  a  s i m i l a r  o b j e c t io n .  I t  m ig h t be  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  o u r 

i n t e r e s t  i n  s c ie n c e  d o e s  n o t  j u s t i f y  an  e x c lu s iv e  p r e o c c u p a tio n  w i th  th e  

p e r c e p t io n  o f  p e r s o n s ,  s in c e  God and a n g e ls  (and  l i k e  e n t i t i e s )  a r e  

r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s .  A t h e i s t i c  o b j e c t io n s  a r e  o f f  t h e  p o i n t  h e r e ,  s in c e  

we a r e  c o n c e rn e d  e x c lu s iv e ly  w ith  phenom ena. I t  i s  a  f a c t  t h a t  some
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p e rs o n s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e y  e x p e r ie n c e  God, a n g e l s ,  and  o t h e r  r a t i o n a l  

s u b j e c t s ;  t h a t  i s  a  m e ta p h y s ic a l ly  n e u t r a l  s t a t e m e n t .  I t  seem s t h a t  one  

c a n n o t a c c o u n t f o r  t h o s e  e x p e r ie n c e s  i f  one  c o n c e n t r a t e s  e x c lu s i v e l y  on 

th e  p e r c e p t io n  o f  p e r s o n s .

My f i r s t  r e s p o n s e  i s  H u s s e r l i a n .  R a t io n a l  s u b j e c t s  o t h e r  th a n  

p e rs o n s  a r e  e x c e p t io n s  t o  t h e  r u l e — a b n o r m a l i t i e s — w hich  m ust b e  u n d e r 

s to o d  i n  te rm s  o f ,  and i n  c o n t r a s t  t o ,  t h e  n o rm a l c a s e .  T h is  i s  n o t  

to  d is m is s  th e  p ro b le m . I t  i s  o n ly  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  i t  i s  c o r r e c t  t o  

b e g in  w ith  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  p e r c e p t io n  o f  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  (CM, p p . 12 5 - 

1 2 6 ). My se co n d  r e s p o n s e ,  a s  p a r t i a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  n o t  a d d r e s s in g  

t h i s  h ig h e r  o r d e r  p ro b le m , i s  t h a t  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  from  

a  f i r s t  p e rs o n  s t a n d p o i n t .  S in c e  I  do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I  e x p e r ie n c e  God 

o r  a n g e l s ,  i t  i s  n o t  f o r  m e, b u t  some o t h e r  p h e n o m e n o lo g is t , t o  a n a ly z e .

But s u r e l y  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  im a g in e  w hat i t  w ould b e  l i k e  to  

e x p e r ie n c e  a  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t  t h a t  i s  n o t  a  p e r s o n .  G ra n te d . B ut i n  

t h a t  c a s e ,  i t  w ould be  q u i t e  s i m i l a r  to  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  o t h e r  p e r s o n s .  

U n le s s  o u r  im a g in a ry  s u b je c t  e x h i b i t s  b e h a v io r  t h a t  I  u n d e r s ta n d  a s

r a t i o n a l ,  I  w ould  n o t  i d e n t i f y  him  a s  a n o th e r  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t  i n  th e  

f i r s t  p l a c e .  T h e re  m ust be  some s i m i l a r i t i e s  ( f o r  me) i n  o r d e r  t o  

prom pt th e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a s  " r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t " .  T h is  i s  n o t  t o  e x c lu d e  

d o u b t , o f  c o u r s e ,  a b o u t w h ich  I  s h a l l  s a y  so m e th in g  p r e s e n t l y .

But su p p o se  t h a t  t h i s  o t h e r  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t  i s  i n c o r p o r e a l .  

H e r e to fo re  I  h av e  d i s c u s s e d  p e r c e p t io n  o f  o t h e r  p e r s o n s ,  w here  one  

( c e r t a i n  c o n d i t io n s  o b t a in in g )  w ou ld  be e n t i t l e d  to  s a y  " I  know t h a t  

t h e r e  i s  a n o th e r  p e r s o n  o v e r  t h e r e " .  B ut w h a t i s  one  to  s a y  a b o u t  

in c o r p o r e a l  r a t i o n a l  s u b je c t s ?  R e l ig io u s  l i t e r a t u r e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e r e
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i s  some s i m i l a r i t y  t o  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  o t h e r  p e r s o n s ,  a s  a n g e ls  ( f o r  

exam ple) assum e a  p e r c e p t i b l e  fo rm . A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  o n e  h e a r s  God’s  

v o ic e .  O r d i n a r i l y ,  a  v o ic e  i s  a p p e rc e iv e d  a s  t h e  v o i c e  o f  som eone e l s e ,  

ta k e n  a s  a  g u a ra n te e  t h a t  a  p e r s o n  c o u ld  b e  s e e n  i f  o n e  w e re  i n  h i s  

s p a t i a l  l o c a l i t y  ( a s  when one  s p e a k s  to  som eone o v e r  t h e  t e l e p h o n e ) .

T h is  may b e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e en  p e r c e p t io n  o f  a  p e r s o n  and  e x p e r ie n c e  

o f  God.

S uppose  t h a t  we abandon  th e  d i s c u s s io n  o f  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  o t h e r  

p e r s o n s  f o r  th e  tim e  b e in g .  I  r e g a r d  S a r t r e ’ s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  sham e a s  

a n  im p o r ta n t  su p p le m e n t to  H u s s e r l ’ s  d e s c r i p t i o n .  I t  i s  n o t  a lw a y s  th e  

c a s e  t h a t  when one u n d e rg o e s  shame t h a t  a n o th e r  p e r s o n  i s  p e r c e iv e d .  

C o n s id e r  S a r t r e ’ s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  a  p e r s o n ’ s  shame upon  b e in g  c a u g h t 

lo o k in g  th ro u g h  a  k e y h o le  (m ore p r e c i s e l y ,  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  h e  h a s  b e e n  

d i s c o v e r e d ) .  A f o o t s t e p  n e a rb y  (so m e th in g  o n e  t a k e s  t o  b e  a  f o o t s t e p )  

a lo n e  can  in d u c e  sham e. A s h u d d e r  ru n s  th ro u g h  h im , a s  h e  w is h e s  

t h a t  we w ould  d is a p p e a r  among th e  t h in g s  a ro u n d  h im . He w is h e s  t o  b e  

in c o n s p ic u o u s ,  to  f a d e  i n t o  t h e  b ac k g ro u n d  r a t h e r  th a n  s ta n d  o u t  a s  

so m e th in g  w h o lly  u n l ik e  t h e  d o o r ,  w a l l s  and  r u g .  He t u r n s ,  o n ly  to  

f i n d  t h a t  t h e r e  was no p e r s o n  w a lk in g  h i s  w ay. Of c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  i s  a  

p e r c e p tu a l  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  sham e i n  t h i s  c a s e .  B ut t h e r e  n e e d  n o t  b e .  

Suppose t h a t  th e  p e rs o n  i s  so  t e r r i f i e d  by t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  b e in g  

c a u g h t t h a t  h e  s t a r t s  w i th o u t  t h e r e  b e in g  a n y  p e r c e p tu a l  b a s i s .

A lth o u g h  o u r  k e y h o le  w a tc h e r  t a k e s  i t  t o  b e  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  

a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  n e a rb y  who c a n  b e  p e r e c iv e d ,  t h i s  k in d  o f  c o n s c io u s 

n e s s  o f  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  m ust b e  s i m i l a r  t o  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r ie n c e s .

T h is  l a s t  d e s c r i p t i o n  may b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  c o u n te r -e x a m p le  to  H u s s e r l ’ s
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t h e s i s  t h a t  any  a p p r e s e n t a t i v e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  r e q u i r e s  p r e s e n t a t i o n .

I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  s o m e th in g  a s  som eone e l s e  in v o lv e s  comm it

m ent t o  m ore th a n  i s  e x p e r ie n c e d  a t  an y  p a r t i c u l a r  t im e .  As H u s s e r l  

p o i n t s  o u t  e ls e w h e re ,  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  so m e th in g  i n c l u d e s  a  h o r iz o n  

o f  p r e t e n t i o n  and  r e t e n t i o n .  To i d e n t i f y  so m e th in g  a s  a n o th e r  p e r s o n ,  

t h a t  i s ,  i s  to  e x p e c t  o n e ’ s  e x p e r ie n c e  to  f o l lo w  a  m ore  o r  l e s s  d e t e r 

m in a te  c o u r s e .  And i f  one  c o n t in u e s  t o  i d e n t i f y  s o m e th in g  a s  a n o th e r  

s u b j e c t ,  o n e  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e  j u s t  p a s t  a s  f i t t i n g  t h a t  m ore 

o r  l e s s  d e te r m in a te  c o u r s e .

The e x p e r ie n c e d  a n im a te  o rg a n ism  o f  a n o th e r  c o n t in u e s  to  p ro v e  
i t s e l f  a s  a c t u a l l y  a n  a n im a te  o rg a n is m , s o l e l y  i n  i t s  c h a n g in g  
b u t  i n c e s s a n t l y  h a rm o n io u s  ’b e h a v io r ’ . Such h a rm o n io u s  b e h a v i o r . . .  
m u st p r e s e n t  i t s e l f  f u l f i l l i n g l y  i n  o r i g i n a l  e x p e r ie n c e ,  and  do 
s o  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  c o n tin u o u s  c h a n g e  i n  b e h a v io r  fro m  p h a s e  t o  
p h a s e .  The o rg a n ism  becom es e x p e r ie n c e d  a s  a  p s e u d o -o rg a n is m , 
p r e s i c e l y  i f  t h e r e  i s  so m e th in g  d i s c o r d a n t  a b o u t i t s  b e h a v io r  
(CM, p . 1 1 4 ) .

C a r e f u l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  c a s e s  w h e re  o n e  r e - i d e n t i f i e s  so m e th in g  

a s  n o t  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t  a f t e r  h a v in g  ta k e n  t h e  sam e th in g  to  b e  some

o n e  e l s e  i s  i n s t r u c t i v e .  C o n s id e r  H u s s e r l ’ s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  p e r c e p t i o n  

o f  a  m annequ in  i n  E x p e r ie n c e  and Ju d g e m e n t. H u s s e r l 's  d i s c u s s io n  o f  

t h e  p e r c e p t io n  o f  a  m annequ in  i s  u s e d  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  a  d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t ,  

t h a t  th e  r o o t s  o f  o u r  l o g i c a l  c o n c e p ts  c a n  b e  t r a c e d  t o  p e r c e p t io n .  

H u s s e r l  i s  d i s c u s s in g  th e  p e r c e p tu a l  b a s i s  o f  o u r  c o n c e p t  o f  p o s s i b i l i t y  

(E&J, p p . 9 1 - 9 6 ) .  B u t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  c a n  b e  u s e d  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  a  

d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t .

. . . P e r h a p s  we s e e  a  f i g u r e  s ta n d in g  i n  a  s t o r e  w indow , so m e th in g  
w h ic h  a t  f i r s t  we ta k e  t o  b e  a  r e a l  m an, p e rh a p s  a n  em ployee w ork
i n g  t h e r e .  T hen , h o w ev er, we becom e h e s i t a n t  an d  a s k  o u r s e lv e s  
w h e th e r  i t  i s  n o t  j u s t  a  m ere  m an n eq u in . W ith  c l o s e r  o b s e r v a t io n ,  
t h e  d o u b t c a n  b e  r e s o lv e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  o n e  s i d e  o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  b u t  
t h e r e  c a n  a l s o  b e  a  p e r io d  d u r in g  w h ic h  t h e r e  i s  d o u b t w h e th e r  i t  
i s  a  man o r  a  m annequ in  (E&J, p .  9 2 ) .
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W hat w ould  m o t iv a te  t h e  d o u b t ,  o r  p rom p t t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  

f i g u r e  a s  " p o s s ib ly  a  m an, p o s s ib l y  a  m an n eq u in "?  F o r  o n e  t h i n g ,  t h e  

s e t t i n g  may d i s lo d g e  th e  p re s u m p tiv e  c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  t h e  f i g u r e  i s  a  

m an. One f in d s  m annequ ins i n  s t o r e  w indow s m uch m ore f r e q u e n t l y  th a n  

on e  d i s c o v e r s  p e r s o n s  i n  them . T h is  i s  one  i n s t a n c e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

p e r c e p t io n  h a s  n o t  o n ly  a  p r e s e n t  h o r iz o n  ( f i g u r e  and b a c k g ro u n d ) , b u t  

a  p a s t  one  a s  w e l l .  I n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  o n e ’ s  p a s t  e x p e r ie n c e  (w h a t h a s  

u s u a l l y  b e e n  th e  c a s e )  p ro m p ts  t h e  d o u b tin g  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a  " p o s s i b ly  

a  m an, p o s s ib ly  a  m an n eq u in " . S e c o n d ly , t h e  f i g u r e ' s  l a c k  o f  movement 

may prom pt th e  d o u b tin g  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  P a s t  e x p e r ie n c e  show s t h a t  o n ly  

th in g s  (w ith  th e  p o s s ib l e  e x c e p t io n  o f  p a la c e  g u a rd s )  r e m a in  im m ob ile  

u n l e s s  moved by e x t e r n a l  f o r c e s .  B u t t h e  s e c o n d  f a c t o r  a l s o  r e v e a l s  

p a r t  o f  th e  p r o t e c t i v e  h o r iz o n ;  i t  p r e d e l i n e a t e s  f o r  th e  s u b j e c t  th e  

c o u r s e  o f  f u t u r e  e x p e r ie n c e  i f  t h e  f i g u r e  i s  a  p e r s o n  ( a s  w e l l  a s  i f  i t  

i s  a  m a n n e q u in ) . I f  one  saw  t h e  f i g u r e  move ( o f  i t s  own a c c o r d ) , one  

w ould  i d e n t i f y  t h e  f i g u r e  a s  a  p e r s o n .  I f  t h e  f i g u r e  re m a in e d  im m obile  

a n d , upon w a lk in g  c l o s e r ,  h a s  w h a t a p p e a r  t o  b e  non-hum an f e a t u r e s ,  one 

w ould  i d e n t i f y  th e  f i g u r e  a s  a  m annequ in  (a n d  c a n c e l  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

o f  b e in g  a  p e r s o n ) .

A lth o u g h  th e  e v id e n c e  o f  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  i s  n o n - a p o d i c t i c ,

H u s s e r l  i s  c e r t a i n l y  c o r r e c t  i n  n o t in g  t h a t  t h e  e x p e r ie n c e d  o t h e r  s u b je c t  

c o n tin u e s  to  p ro v e  i t s e l f  a s  a c t u a l l y  a n o th e r  p e r s o n  i n  i t s  c h a n g in g  

and harm o n io u s b e h a v io r  (CM, p .  1 1 4 ) . Of c o u r s e ,  I  h a v e  o n ly  p o in te d  

o u t  one a s p e c t  o f  t h e  b e h a v io r  t h a t  m o t iv a te s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  some

th in g  a s  "som eone e l s e " .  P e rh h p s  t h e  m o st im p o r ta n t  p i e c e  o f  b e h a v io r  

i s  t h e  u s e  o f  la n g u a g e . I f  som eone i s  t a l k i n g  w i th  m e, I  l i v e  i n  th e
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s im p le  c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  I  am s p e a k in g  w i th  a  p e r s o n .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  a r e  

c o n c e iv a b le  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  t h a t  w ould  d i s l o d g e ,  o r  p e rh a p s  even  c a n c e l ,  

t h a t  c e r t a i n t y .  "Som eone" may b e g in  to  r e p e a t  h im s e l f  c e a s e l e s s l y ,  

l i k e  a  b ro k e n  r e c o r d .  A g a in , som eone may r e p e a t e d l y  re s p o n d  to  q u e s t io n s  

w i th  c o m p le te ly  i r r e l e v a n t  " a n s w e rs " . B a r r in g  su c h  c o n c e iv a b le  c ircu m 

s ta n c e s  ( in c lu d in g  o th e r s  t h a t  I  h a v e  n o t  m e n t io n e d ) , a  s k e p t i c a l  

s o l i p s i s t ’ s  d o u b t a b o u t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r s  i s  u n r e a s o n a b le .  H u s s e r l  

h a s  s k e tc h e d  th e  c o n d i t io n s  u n d e r  w h ic h , h a v in g  d ro p p ed  th e  b r a c k e t s ,  

one i s  e n t i t l e d  to  s a y  " I  know t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r s " .

I t  i s  f i t t i n g  to  c lo s e  b y  m e n tio n in g  th e  r o l e  o f  la n g u a g e  i n  

i d e n t i f y i n g  o t h e r s ,  s in c e  i t  i s  th e  m eans w i t h  w h ich  we p h i lo s o p h iz e  w i th  

on e  a n o th e r .



CHAPTER V r i

CONCLUSIONS

1 . Summary o f  C o n c lu s io n s

T hro u g h o u t t h i s  w ork  I  h a v e  a t te m p te d  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  n o t io n  o f  

an  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t .  T h e re b y , 1 hoped  t o  a t t a i n  a  p a r t i a l  

u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  some n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t io n s  o f  s c ie n c e  and o f  phenom enology  

i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  I  h a v e  a t te m p te d  to  c l a r i f y  some c o n c e p ts  t h a t  a r e  b o t h  

o p e r a t iv e  and th e m a tiz e d  i n  H u s s e r l ’ s  phenom eno logy , an  e n t e r p r i s e  t h a t  

I  h a v e  c a l l e d  "m etaphenom eno logy". I  h a v e  t r i e d  t o  d e m o n s tra te  th e  

c e n t r a l i t y  o f  th e  c o n c e p t o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  i n  phenom eno logy , i n  o r d e r  

t o  show t h a t  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  c a n  b e  c a l l e d  t h e  c e n t r a l  

p ro b lem  f o r  phenom enology . The p ro b le m  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  c an  b e  

c a l l e d  t h e  p ro b lem  o f  o b j e c t i v i t y  o r ,  m ore p r e c i s e l y ,  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  

t h e  o b j e c t i v i t y  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  p r o p o s i t i o n s  ( in c lu d in g  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l 

p r o p o s i t i o n s ) . A lth o u g h  a  l i s t  o f  c o n c lu s io n s  o n ly  s l i g h t l y  r e s e m b le s  

i n s i g h t s  won th ro u g h  a rgum en t and a n a l y s i s ,  p e rh a p s  i t  i s  w o r th w h ile  t o  

sum m arize some o f  t h e  c o n c lu s io n s  i n  t h i s  w ork  b e f o r e  a s s e s s in g  H u s s e r l ’s  

d e s c r i p t i v e  a n a l y s i s  i n  t h e  f i f t h  m e d i t a t io n .

H u s s e r l  d e f i n e s  t h e  p h r a s e  'o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s '  a s  

' r e s u l t s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  r e f i n e d  by  m u tu a l  c r i t i c i s m  and  t h a t  now 

w i th s ta n d  e v e ry  c r i t i c i s m ’ (CM, p .  5 ) .  B u t i f  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s
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r e q u i r e  m u tu a l c r i t i c i s m ,  th e n  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  any  o f  o n e 's  

ju d g em e n ts  a s  an  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t  r e q u i r e s  com m itm ent t o  t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  o th e r  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s .  B u t i f  t h a t  i s  s o ,  t h e n ,  s in c e  

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l r e d u c t io n  r e q u i r e s  n e u t r a l i t y  on th e  q u e s t io n  o f  t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r s ,  t h e r e  A re no o b j e c i t v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s  i n  phenom enology . 

T h is  i s  a  p ro b lem  f o r  my i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  H u s s e r l ,  s in c e  

I  h a v e  c o n te n d e d  t h a t  o b j e c t i v i t y ^  ( o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s )  i s  a  

c o n s t i t u e n t  o f  phenom enology a s  w e l l  a s  w ha t we o r d i n a r i l y  c a l l  s c i e n c e s .

I  o p t  f o r  a  r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  'o b j e c t i v e l y  

v a l i d  r e s u l t s  ' .  I  a rg u e d  t h a t  even  i f  we f o l lo w  H u s s e r l  i n  s u s p e n d in g  

ju d g em en t on th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r s ,  t h e  s o r t  o f  la n g u a g e  t o  w h ic h  h e  

i s  th e r e b y  com m itted  i s  c o h e r e n t .  M o re o v e r, I  a rg u e d  t h a t  one  can  

r e n d e r  c o m p re h e n s ib le  th e  r e q u ir e m e n t  t h a t  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l t r u t h s  

m ust b e  t e s t e d  and t e s t a b l e ,  even  i f  one  re m a in s  n e u t r a l  a b o u t t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r s .  T hose a rg u m e n ts , i n  c o n ju n c t io n  w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

H u s s e r l  c l e a r l y  a im s f o r  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  d e f e n s i b l e  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  a r e  

s u f f i c i e n t  r e a s o n  f o r  r e i n t e r p r e t i n g  H u s s e r l 's  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  'o b j e c t i v e l y  

v a l i d  r e s u l t s ' .

One p o in t  s h o u ld  b e  made a b o u t  t h e  c o n te x t  o f  H u s s e r l 's  

d e f i n i t i o n  o f  'o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s ' .  The p a s s a g e  i s  i n  th e  

i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  C a r te s i a n  M e d i t a t i o n s , w h ich  i s  a  p re -p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l  

a d d re s s  t o  a  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  a u d ie n c e .  T h e re  H u s s e r l  s p e a k s  a s  a  man who 

i s  o f f e r i n g  g ro u n d s  f o r  p h i lo s o p h iz in g  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a lly , n o t  a s  a  

p h e n o m e n o lo g is t who a t t e m p ts  to  re m a in  n e u t r a l  on th e  q u e s t io n  o f  t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  o th e r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  a v o id  t h e  t e m p ta t io n  to  l a p s e  i n t o  a  c a u s a l  

e x p la n a to r y  a c c o u n t .  So we n e e d  n o t  t a k e  t h e  p a s s a g e  a s  e x p r e s s in g
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H u s s e r l ’ s  o f f i c i a l ’ p o s i t i o n .

We h a v e  i n t e r p r e t e d  H u s s e r l ’ s  v ie w  t h a t  s c ie n c e  c a n n o t b e  

s o l i p s i s t i c  a s  im p ly in g  t h a t  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  i t  i s  

p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  o th e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s  who t e s t  

t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  o f  t h a t  s c i ’e n c e .  T h a t ,  h o w e v e r , im p l ie s  n o th in g  

a b o u t  th e  a c t u a l  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s .  

How, t h e n ,  c a n  we r e l a t e  H u s s e r l i a n  phenom eno logy  t o  o u r  o r d in a r y  n o t io n  

o f  a n  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t ,  w h ic h  H u s s e r l  h a s  i d e n t i f i e d  c o r r e c t l y ?  

O r d i n a r i l y ,  t o  be  s u r e ,  we t a k e  i t  f o r  g r a n t e d  t h a t  o t h e r s  e x i s t ,  and 

t h a t  any  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t  h a s  s u r v iv e d  an d  b e e n  r e f i n e d  by  th e  

c r i t i c i s m  o f  a  p l u r a l i t y  o f  a c t u a l l y  e x i s t i n g  s u b j e c t s ;  and  o u r  n o t io n  

o f  a n  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t  i s  d e r iv e d  fro m  t h e  n a t u r a l  s t a n d p o i n t .  

Y e t one  i s  i n c l i n e d  t o  i d e n t i f y  some o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  phenom enology 

a s  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d ,  w h i le  n o n e th e l e s s  m a in ta in in g  t h a t ,  a s  a  

p h e n o m e n o lo g is t , one  i s  n e u t r a l  on e x i s t e n t i a l  q u e s t i o n s .  How c an  t h i s  

p a ra d o x  b e  r e s o lv e d ?

I  t h in k  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  two c o m p lem en ta ry  t h in g s  t h a t  c a n  b e  

s a i d  on  b e h a l f  o f  H u s s e r l i a n  p h enom eno logy . F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  one can  

m o d ify  th e  n o t io n  o f  a n  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t ,  a s  f o l lo w s :  an

o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t  i s  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  h a s  s u rv iv e d  and b e e n  

r e f i n e d  by  o n e ’s  own c r i t i c i s m s ,  and  t h a t  w ou ld  s u r v iv e  t h e  c r i t i c i s m s  

o f  a l l  o th e r  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s  ( i f  su c h  s u b j e c t s  e x i s t ) .  I  su b m it 

t h a t  my p r o p o s a l  a c c o u n ts  f o r  w h a t we o r d i n a r i l y  c a l l  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  

r e s u l t s  w h i le  l e a v in g  i t  an  open  q u e s t io n  w h e th e r  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  

e x i s t .

An o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t  i s  a  r e s u l t  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  r e f i n e d
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b y  m u tu a l c r i t i c i s m  and  t h a t  now w i th s t a n d s  e v e ry  c r i t i c i s m  (CM, p .  5 ) .  

M u tu a l c r i t i c i s m  ca n  o c c u r  o n ly  i f  i t  i s  p o s s i b l y  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  t h e r e  

a r e  a  p l u r a l i t y  o f  r a t i o n a l  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  s u b j e c t s  who com m unicate  w i th  

o n e  a n o th e r .  To t a k e  o n e s e l f  t o  b e  d o in g  s c i e n c e  i s ,  n e c e s s a r i l y ,  to  

i d e n t i f y  t h e  f r u i t s  o f  o n e 's  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a s  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  

r e s u l t s .  A c c o rd in g ly , t h e  n e u t r a l  c o n c e p t  o f  s c i e n c e  (w h ich  c o n s i s t s  

o f  a  s e t  o f  n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t io n s  f o r  any  s c i e n c e  w h a te v e r )  and  th e  

c o n c e p t 'o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s '  a r e  c o r r e l a t e s .  T h is  c a n  b e  s e e n  

b e  re m in d in g  o u r s e lv e s  o f  w h a t we m ean by  '  t h e  n e u t r a l  c o n c e p t  o f  s c i e n c e '  

"Any s c ie n c e  w h a te v e r  i s  a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  t r u t h s — n o t  h a p h a z a r d ly  

th row n  t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  com bined and r e l a t i n g  i n  an y  c a s e  to  a  u n i t a r y  

p ro v in c e "  (FTL, p . 1 0 2 ) . I f  any  s c ie n c e  i s  a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  o f  

o rg a n iz e d  t r u t h s ,  th e n  any  s c ie n c e  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  s e t  o f  o b j e c t i v e l y  

v a l i d  r e s u l t s .  O b je c t iv e ly  v a l i d  r e s u l t s  i s s u e  fro m  m u tu a l c r i t i c i s m ,  

o r  t h e o r e t i c a l  e f f o r t .  T h e o r e t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  i s  p a r t  and p a r c e l  o f  t h e  

n e u t r a l  c o n c e p t o f  s c i e n c e ,  to o .  " I t  Q c i e n c ^  m eans a  c e r t a i n  u n iv e r s e  

o f  p r o p o s i t io n s  t h a t  a r o s e  somehow from  t h e o r e t i c a l  e f f o r t  and  h a v e  a  

s y s te m a t ic  o r d e r  w h e re in  a  c e r t a i n  u n i v e r s e  o f  o b j e c t s  becom es d e t e r 

m ined" (FTL, p . 1 0 3 ).

I t  i s  n o te w o rth y  t h a t  H u s s e r l  s a y s  t h a t  s c ie n c e  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  

u n iv e r s e  o f  p r o p o s i t io n s  i n  t h e  q u o t a t i o n  j u s t  c i t e d .  B e c a u se  t h e r e  

h a v e  b e e n  a  num ber o f  o b j e c t io n s  t o  p r o p o s i t i o n s  s i n c e  H u s s e r l  w r o te ,

I  re sp o n d e d  to  two i n f l u e n t i a l  s e t s  o f  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  p r o p o s i t i o n s  i n  

th e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  c h a p te r  t h r e e .  I  t h i n k  t h a t  I  h a v e  shown t h a t  B enson 

M a te s ' a rg u m en t i n  h i s  w id e ly  u s e d  l o g i c  t e x t  E le m e n ta ry  L o g ic  i s  

v i t i a t e d  by  a  f a l s e  d ilem m a, th e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e r e  a r e
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p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  i n  w h ich  c a s e  " m e ta p h y s ic a l  a c u i t y "  i s  r e q u i r e d  to  

a s c e r t a i n  l o g i c a l  p r o p e r t i e s ,  o r  t h e r e  a r e  s e n te n c e s ,  w h ic h  r e q u i r e  o n ly  

" s im p le  s e n s e - p e r c e p t io n " . I  a rg u e d  t h a t  H u s s e r l ’ s  th e o r y  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s  

i s  a  n o n - s u b s t a n t i v a l ,  f u n c t i o n a l  p o s i t i o n ,  an d  t h a t  th e  m ean in g s o f  

s e n te n c e s  ( i . e . ,  p r o p o s i t io n s )  p la y  a  c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  

o f  l o g i c .  My r e s p o n s e  t o  Q u in e 's  o b j e c t i o n s ,  o n  th e  c o n t r a r y ,  a r e  n o t  

d e c i s i v e ,  th o u g h  I  t h in k  I  h a v e  p ro v id e d  some g ro u n d s  f o r  r e t a i n i n g  

H u s s e r l 's  f u n c t i o n a l  th e o r y  o f  p r o p o s i t i o n s .

The r o l e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  p la y  i n  H u s s e r l 's  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  m ean ing  

o f  ' s c i e n c e '  and th e o r y  o f  i n t e r s u b j  a c t i v i t y  s h o u ld  b e  p u t  i n t o  p e r 

s p e c t i v e .  I t  i s  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  u n d e r s ta n d in g  t h e  m ean ing  o f  a  s e n te n c e  

t h a t  p h i lo s o p h e r s  and  s c i e n t i s t s  c a n  d e te r m in e  w h e th e r  w h a t i s  s a i d  ( o r  

w r i t t e n )  i s  t r u e  o r  f a l s e .  P r o p o s i t i o n s  p r o v id e  t h e  " . . . i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  

b a s i s  o f  t h e  phenom ena o f  co m m u n ica tio n  and o f  t h e  o b j e c t i v i t y  o f  

s c i e n t i f i c  know ledge" (H:E&A, p . 1 3 ) . W ith o u t a n  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  

w h a t som eone s a id  ( o r  w r o t e ) , t h e r e  i s  no  m eans w hereby  one  ca n  d e c id e ,  

o n  r a t i o n a l  g ro u n d s , th e  t r u t h - v a l u e  o r  l o g i c a l  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  w hat w as 

s a i d .  A H u s s e r l i a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  s c ie n c e  (an d  o f  phenom enology i n  p a r t i c u l a r )  

show s, even  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t h e  i n q u i r y ,  t h e  c r u c i a l  r o l e  o f  i n t e r 

s u b j e c t i v i t y  i n  phenom enology . Of c o u r s e ,  t h e  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  i d e n t i -  

f i a b i l i t y  o f  p r o p o s i t io n s  d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a  p l u r a l i t y  

o f  s u b j e c t s  who g ra s p  th e  m ean ing  o f  an y  g iv e n  s e n te n c e ,  sdLnce th e  

i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y  o f  a  p r o p o s i t i o n  d o e s  n o t  im p ly  t h a t  i t  i s  i n  f a c t  

u n d e rs to o d i

I  u rg e d  t h a t  p r o p o s i t i o n s  a r e  a p p e rc e iv e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  

o f  c h a p te r  t h r e e .  T h a t i s ,  n o rm a lly  o n e 's  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  t h e  m ean ing
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o f  a  s e n te n c e  i s  b a s e d  on  th e  p e r c e p t io n  o f  a  s e n te n c e .  One e i t h e r  h e a r s

some sounds o r  s e e s  some f i g u r e s ,  w h ich  a r e  u n d e rs to o d  a s  h a v in g  a  (m ore

o r  l e s s  d e f i n i t e )  m ean in g . On t h e  b a s i s  o f  o n e ’ s  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  so u n d s

o r  f i g u r e s  one i d e n t i f i e s  so m e th in g  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  from  th o s e  so u n d s

and f i g u r e s  a s  " b e in g  th e r e , ,  t o o " ,  to  u s e  H u s s e r l ’ s  p h r a s e ;  T h is

a p p e rc e p t io n  i s  w ha t H u s s e r l  r a t h e r  m is le a d in g ly  c a l l s  t h e  "m e a n in g -

c o n f e r r in g "  o r  " m e a n in g - in te n d in g "  a c t  (H:E&A, p .  2 9 ) .  Our a c c e s s  t o

p r o p o s i t io n s  i s  th ro u g h  s e n te n c e s .

Can we d i s p l a y  i t  [ t h e  p r o p o s i t io n ]  i n  i t s  s i m p l i c i t y ,  by  i t s e l f ,  
s t r i p p e d  o f  i t s  many p o s s i b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  e x p r e s s io n s  i n  gram m ar?
We c a n n o t:  we c a n  o n ly  g iv e  one o f  i t s  g r a m m a tic a l ,  s e n t e n t i a l
e x p r e s s io n s ,  w i th  a w a re n e ss  t h a t  a l t e r n a t i v e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  
P r o p o s i t io n s  and t h e i r  p a r t s  a r e  a c c e s s i b l e  o n ly  i n  s e n te n c e s  and 
t h e i r  p a r t s ,  and i n  no o t h e r  w ay; t h i s  i s  why i t  i s  so  d i f f i c u l t  
to  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw e e n  th e  two (P&A, p .  8 9 ) .

T h u s, i f  we c o n c e iv e  o f  s c ie n c e  a s  n o t  o n ly  a  f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t ,  

b u t  a s  an  a c t i v i t y  a s  w e l l ,  th e n  some d i s c u s s io n  o f  la n g u a g e  i s  i n  o r d e r .  

S in c e  th e  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  w ork  i s  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y ,

I  c o n c e n t r a te  e x c lu s iv e ly  on  th e  " p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e "  p ro b le m , a rg u in g  

t h a t  H u s s e r l ’ s  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  p o s i t i o n  on  h i s  p o s t - r e d u c t i o n  la n g u a g e  

r e n d e r s  i t  i n d e te r m in a te  w h e th e r  t h a t  la n g u a g e  i s  p u b l i c  o r  ( a s  a  m a t t e r  

o f  c o n t in g e n t  f a c t )  p r i v a t e .  H ence , H u s s e r l ’ s  p o s i t i o n  on  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l 

la n g u a g e  i s  n o t  s u b je c t  t o  any f o r m u la t io n  o f  " t h e  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e  

a rg u m e n t" . We saw t h a t  H u s s e r l  d e fe n d s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  c a n n o t  

b e  any  l o g i c a l l y  p r i v a t e  la n g u a g e , th e  sam e t h e s i s  t h a t  W i t tg e n s t e i n  ( a t  

l e a s t  on  a  num ber o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  p a s s a g e s  i n  

P h i lo s o p h ic a l  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s ) d e fe n d s .

Words and s e n te n c e s ,  w hose m ean in g s we g r a s p  when we r e a d  o r  

h e a r  som eone s a y  so m e th in g  a r e  n o t ,  h o w e v e r, t h a t  o ^  w h ic h  we t h i n k  f o r
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t h e  m ost p a r t .  When we do n o t  r e f l e c t  o n  th e  m ean in g s  o f  w ords and  

s e n te n c e s  ( a s  we do w hen we en g ag e  i n  c o n c e p tu a l  a n a l y s i s )  th e y  f u n c t i o n  

a s  m ed ia  o f  r e f e r e n c e ,  r a t h e r  th a n  o b j e c t s  o f  r e f e r e n c e  (H:E&A, p .  2 8 ) .

A f r i e n d  t e l l s  me t h a t  h e  p u t  up th e  a f t e r n o o n  m a i l ,  and  t h a t  I  d id  n o t  

r e c e iv e  a n y . A lth o u g h  I  h e a r  h i s  v o i c e ,  w i th  i t s  p a r t i c u l a r  p i t c h  and  

t im b re ,  and u n d e rs ta n d  t h e  m ean ing  o f  w h a t h e  s a i d ,  n e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  

phenom ena a r e  t h a t  ^  w h ich  I  t h in k  (when I  am n o t  r e f l e c t i n g  upon  th e m ) . 

The i n t e n t i o n a l  o b j e c t  o f  my a c t  i s  t h a t  a b o u t  w h ic h  h e  i s  t a l k i n g ,  th e  

s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no  m a i l  f o r  me.

Now su p p o se  t h a t  I  w onder w h e th e r  my f r i e n d  i s  s p e a k in g  

s e r i o u s l y ;  su p p o se  t h a t  I  s u s p e c t  t h a t  h e  i s  j o k in g .  I f  I  c a re d  to  

c o n firm  o r  c o n f u te  my s u s p ic io n ,  I  w ould  go to  my m a ilb o x  to  s e e  i f  t h e r e  

a r e  any  l e t t e r s  i n  i t .  One f i n d s  v e r i f i c a t i o n  ev e n  i n  o r d in a r y  l i f e .

H e re , to o ,  v e r i f i c a t i o n  ( i n  a  b ro a d  s e n s e )  c a n n o t  b e  n e g le c te d .  A s e t  

o f  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s  a r e  r e g a r d e d  a s  t r u e ;  and we r e g a r d  them  

a s  t r u e  o n ly  b e c a u s e  we a r e  (o r  c a n  b e )  a c q u a in te d  w i th  ( i n  a  b ro a d  s e n s e )  

t h e  s t a t e ( s )  o f  a f f a i r s  t o  w h ich  th e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  r e f e r l  So i n  c h a p te r  

f o u r  I  a t te m p te d  to  e l u c i d a t e  some o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  o b t a i n  

b e tw e e n  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  e v id e n c e  and t r u t h .  L anguage  had  n o t  b e e n  c a s t  

a s i d e  a l t o g e t h e r ,  s i n c e  H u s s e r l  a p t l y  c a l l s  s t a t e s  o f  a f f a i r s  " c a t e g o r i 

c a l l y  form ed o b j e c t i v i t i e s " .  S t a t e s  o f  a f f a i r s  o b t a i n  f o r  u s  a s  t h in g s  

a b o u t  w h ich  we c a n  (and  do) s p e a k .

T h e re  a p p e a r s  to  b e  a  p e c u l i a r  k in d  o f  e v id e n c e  when on e  con

s i d e r s  n e c e s s a ry  t r u t h s ,  w h ich  H u s s e r l  c a l l s  a p o d i c t i c  e v id e n c e . I  s a id  

t h a t  i t  i s  on  th e  b a s i s  o f  u n d e r s ta n d in g  th e  m ean ing  o f  a  s e n te n c e  t h a t  

p h i lo s o p h e r s  and  s c i e n t i s t s  c a n  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  w h a t i s  s a i d  ( o r
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w r i t t e n )  i s  t r u e  o r  f a l s e .  I f  I  s a y  "T he c o v e r  of. my copy o f  F o rm a l an d  

T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic  i s  w h i t e " ,  you  u n d e r s ta n d  w h a t I  s a i d  an d  c a n , on  

t h a t  b a s i s ,  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  w h a t I  s a i d  i s  t r u e .  You know e x a c t ly  

w h a t s o r t  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  ( i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  s e e in g  t h e  b o o k ) w ould  c o n firm  

o r  f a l s i f y  w h a t I  s a i d .  T h is  n e a t  d i s t i n c t i o n  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  u n d e r s ta n d 

in g  t h e  m ean ing  o f  a  s e n te n c e  i s  a  n e c e s s a r y ,  b u t  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t ,  

c o n d i t io n  f o r  know ing w h e th e r  i t  i s  t r u e .  The s h a r p  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  

u n d e r s ta n d in g  t h e  m ean ing  o f  a  s e n te n c e  and  know ing  i t s  t r u t h - v a l u e  

c o l l a p s e s ,  h o w ev er, i n  some i n s t a n c e s .  T h is  i s  t h e  c a s e  w i th  some 

n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h s .  I f  I  s a y  'S  rem em bers P o n ly  i f  S h a s  ( i n  some way) 

e x p e r ie n c e d  P ' , s im p ly  u n d e r s ta n d in g  w h a t I  s a i d  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  know

in g  t h a t  i t  i s  t r u e .

T h is  i s  n o t  to  s a y ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  a l l  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h s  a r e  

known a  p r i o r i . S a u l K r ip k e  h a s  shown t h a t  som e n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h s  a r e  

known a  p o s t e r i o r i . I  am o n ly  s u g g e s t in g  t h a t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  some 

n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h s  a r e  known a  p r i o r i  i s  some e v id e n c e  f o r  r e g a r d in g  t h e  

e v id e n c e  o f  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h s  a s  d i s t i n c t i v e .  A n o th e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s  

t h a t  a  c o u n te r -e x a m p le  to  a n  e m p i r ic a l  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  o n ly  show s t h a t  

t h e  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  i s  f a l s e ,  n o t  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  a n  e m p i r i c a l  g e n e r a l i z a 

t i o n .  On th e  o th e r  h a n d , a  c o u n te r -e x a m p le  to  a  " n e c e s s a r y "  t r u t h  show s 

t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  i n  q u e s t io n  i s  n o t  a  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h  a t  a l l .  B e in g  

u n f a l s i f i a b l e  b y  e x p e r ie n c e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e  o f  

n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h s .

A c c o rd in g ly , I  a d d r e s s  a  c o u p le  o f  t h e  w h o le s a le  r e j e c t i o n s  o f  

a p o d i c t i c  e v id e n c e  by  p h i lo s o p h e r s  i n  t h e  C o n t i n e n t a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  a r g u in g  

t h a t  th e y  in v o lv e  c o n f l a t i n g  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw e e n  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h s  and
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e m p ir ic a l  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  t h e r e  i s  a  c o re  o f  t r u t h  i n  

th o s e  c r i t i c i s m s .  How, a f t e r  a l l ,  do we d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw een  ta k in g  

som eth in g  t o  b e  a n  e v id e n t  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h  and  a c t u a l l y  h a v in g  e v i d e n t i a l  

c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  a  p r o p o s i t i o n 's  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h ?  P e r s o n s  som etim es do 

m is ta k e  a  f a ls e h o o d  f o r  a  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h ,  j u s t  a s  p e r s o n s  som etim es con

f l a t e  th e  m o d a l i ty  o f  a  t r u t h  ( s a y ,  t a k in g  a  c o n t in g e n t  t r u t h  f o r  a 

n e c e s s a r y  o n e , and  v i c e  v e r s a ) .  C o n s id e r  t h e  f o l lo w in g  exam ple o f  th e  

f i r s t  k in d  o f  m is ta k e  m e n tio n e d . A f e l l o w  g r a d u a te  s tu d e n t  made th e  

u n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  b l i n d  ju d g em en t t h a t  i f  a  t a u to lo g y  c o u ld  be  deduced  

from  a  s e t  o f  p re m ise s  u n r e l a t e d  to  i t ,  t h e n  a  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  c o u ld  a l s o  

b e  d ed u ced . Now i t  i s  a  f e a t u r e  o f  l o g i c a l  t r u t h s  t h a t ,  i f  th e y  a r e  

t r u e ,  th e y  a r e  n e c e s s a r i l y  t r u e ,  a  f e a t u r e  o f  w h ich  my f r i e n d  i s  a w a re . 

A c c o rd in g ly , my f r i e n d  m is to o k  a  f a l s e h o o d  (p e rh a p s  a  n e c e s s a r y  f a l s e 

hood) f o r  a n  e v id e n t  n e c e s s a r y  t r u t h .  How i s  i t s  f a l s e h o o d  t o  be  shown?

C l e a r l y ,  i t s  f a ls e h o o d  i s  shown by  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  A / . ' .B v '^ B  

i s  v a l i d  ( u s in g ,  s a y ,  t r u t h  t a b l e s  o r  r e l y i n g  on i n t u i t i o n s ) ,  w h e re as  

^ / .* .B & ~ B  i s  i n v a l i d .  T h u s , from  a  c o m p le te  s e t  o f  ( v a l i d )  i n f e r e n c e  

r u l e s ,  B v'vB  can  be  deduced  from  A, w h e re a s  B&~B c a n n o t .  A g a in , we f in d  

t h a t  com m unication  and  m u tu a l c r i t i c i s m  p la y  a  c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n  d i s t i n g u i s h 

in g  be tw een  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s  and f a l s e h o o d s .  A long  t h e s e  l i n e s  

I  t r y  t o  do j u s t i c e  t o  b o th  m odels f o r  i n t e r p r e t i n g  phenom enology : th e

p e r c e p tu a l  (a d v o c a te d  by M ohanty) and  s c i e n t i f i c  (a d v o c a te d  by  L e v in )  

m o d els  Csee EP, p p . 1 6 9 -183 , 2 0 8 -2 2 9 ) .

T h is  i s  n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  e v e ry o n e  who b e l i e v e s  t h a t  h e  i s  d o in g  

s c ie n c e  ( i n  t h e  n e u t r a l  s e n s e )  i s  co m m itted  to  t h e  a c t u a l  e x i s t e n c e  o f  

o t h e r  s u b j e c t s .  In d e e d , I  a rg u e  f o r  t h e  o p p o s i t e  c o n c lu s io n .  To i d e n t i f y
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o n e 's  r e s u l t s  a s  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  i s  t o  b e  co m m itted  to  t h e  p r o p o s i t io n  

t h a t  i f  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s ,  th e n  th e y ,  t o o ,  c a n  h av e  

e v i d e n t i a l  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  t h e  t r u t h  o f  th o s e  p r o p o s i t i o n s .  E v id e n ce  

i s  " t h e r e  f o r  e v e ry o n e " , d e s p i t e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  p o s s ib l y  th e  c a s e  

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no o n e  b u t  o n e s e l f .

H av ing  d i s c u s s e d  phenom enology a s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s c ie n c e  ( i n  t h e  

n e u t r a l  s e n s e ) ,  and shown how th e  c o n c e p t o f  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  a r i s e s  a t  

e v e ry  l e v e l ,  t h e  s t a g e  w as s e t  f o r  a  d i s c u s s io n  o f  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  

i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  i n  c h a p te r  f i v e .  I  hope  t h a t  I  h a v e  shown two t h in g s  

i n  c h a p te r  f i v e :  (1 ) t h a t  some i n f l u e n t i a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  th e

p ro b le m  a r e  m is ta k e n , an d  (2 ) t h e  p ro b lem  i s  b r o a d e r  th a n  an y  co m m en ta to r, 

t o  my k n o w led g e , h a s  ta k e n  i t  t o  b e .

H u s s e r l ’ s  s o l u t i o n  to  t h e  p ro b le m  i s ,  n a t u r a l l y ,  t h e  s u b je c t  

m a t t e r  o f  c h a p te r  s i x .  The p ro b le m  t h a t  H u s s e r l  a d d r e s s e s  i n  t h e  f i f t h  

m e d i ta t io n  i s ,  a s  I  h av e  n o te d ,  a  p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  t h e  p ro b le m s t h a t  I  

d i s c u s s e d  i n  c h a p te r s  t h r e e  and  f o u r .  A s id e  from  some c r i t i c i s m s  o f  

H u s s e r l 's  d e s c r i p t i o n s ,  I  p o s tp o n e d  c r i t i c i s m s  o f  H u s s e r l 's  t r e a tm e n t  u n t i l  

t h i s  c h a p te r .  I  l e f t  o pen  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  w h e th e r  H u s s e r l 's  a n a ly s i s  

i s  u l t i m a t e l y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  a  q u e s t i o n  to  w h ich  I  now t u r n .

2 .  I s  H u s s e r l 's  A n a ly s is  S u c c e s s f u l?

I  s h a l l  a rg u e  t h a t  t h e  answ er to  t h e  q u e s t io n  i s  " n o " ,  s in c e  

H u s s e r l 's  m ethdd d o e s  n o t  p e rm it  him  to  r e s o l v e  t h e  p a ra d o x  o f  t r e a t i n g  

a n o th e r  c o n s t i t u t i n g  s u b je c t  a s  a  c o n s t i t u t e d  u n i t y  ( s e e  c h a p te r  5 and  

PPH, p .  8 9 ) .  I  g r a n t  t h a t  H u s s e r l  made g r e a t  s t r i d e s  to w a rd  r e s o l v in g  

t h e  p a ra d o x . U l t im a te ly ,  h o w ev er, i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  h i s  s o l u t i o n  f a i l s
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( in d e e d , m ust f a i l ) .

We may b e g in  by  n o t i a g  two s e n s e s  o f  t h e  te rm  ’ immanent* t h a t

D avid Hemmendinger d i s t i n g u i s h e s .

I f  ’ im m anent’ m eans ’p a r t  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i n g  p r o c e s s ’ , th e n  a l l  
o b j e c t s  a r e  t r a n s c e n d e n t .  In  a  c o n t r a r y  s e n s e ,  a l l  o b j e c t s  a r e  
c o n s t i t u t e d  i n  i n t e n t i o n a l  p r o c e s s e s  and  th u s  c o u ld  be  s a id  to  be 
im m anent by  b e in g  an  i n t e n t i o n a l  s e n s e — i n  t h i s  m ean ing  o f  
im m anence, o n ly  o th e r  c o n s t i t u t i n g  s u b j e c t i v i t i e s  a r e  t r a n s c e n d e n t  
C’HCE&S", p . 8 6 , em p h asis  m in e ) .

C o n s id e re d  a s  an  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  H u s s e r l ,  H em m endinger’ s  c la im  i s

m is ta k e n . C le a r ly ,  H u s s e r l  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  h e  h a s  shown how o t h e r

c o n s t i t u t i n g  s u b je c t s  a r e  c o n s t i t u t e d  o b j e c t s  i n  t h e  f i f t h  m e d i ta t io n .

B ut t h e r e  i s  a  c o re  o f  t r u t h  i n  w ha t Hem m endinger s a y s  f o r  w h ich  h e ,

u n f o r t u n a t e ly ,  d o es  n o t  a rg u e .  I  in te n d  to  a rg u e  f o r  a  r e l a t e d ,  i f  n o t

i d e n t i c a l ,  c o n c lu s io n .

We a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  th e  se co n d  s e n s e  o f  ’ im m anence’ , a c c o rd in g  

t o  w h ich  o th e r  c o n s t i t u t i n g  s u b je c t s  a r e  t r a n s c e n d e n t .  H u s s e r l  b e l i e v e s  

t h a t  h e  h a s  shown th e  immanence^ o f  o th e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  s u b je c t s  i n  th e  

f i f t h  m e d i ta t io n .  But h a s  h e?  We n o te d ,  w i th  D avid  C a r r ,  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  

s u b je c t  t h a t  i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  " in "  me d o e s  n o t  h im s e l f  t r a n s c e n d  my a c t u a l  

and p o s s ib l e  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  a l th o u g h  t h a t  o t h e r  s u b j e c t  m akes p o s s ib l e  

t h e  t ra n s c e n d e n c e g  o f  e v e ry th in g  e l s e  (PPH, p . 9 7 ) .  The o th e r  c o n s t i t u t 

in g  s u b j e c t ,  i n  o th e r  w o rd s , i s  a c c o u n te d  f o r  m e re ly  a s  t r a n s c e n d in g ^  

my c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  a l th o u g h  i t  i s  a  c o n s t i t u t i n g  s u b j e c t .  M oreover,

H u s s e r l  c an  a c c o u n t f o r  o n ly  th e  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ^  o f  th e  o t h e r  s u b j e c t ,  

s i n c e  H u s s e r l ’ s  a n a l y s i s  ( o s t e n s ib l y )  b e g in s  fro m  a  " s o l i p s i s t i c "  s t a n c e ;  

a c c o r d in g ly ,  a l l  a c t s ,  a c t u a l  and  p o s s i b l e ,  a r e  th o s e  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g is t . 

H aving  begun  t o  p h i lo s o p h iz e  " s o l i p s i s t i c a l l y " ,  t h e  p h i lo s o p h e r  c an  b r in g



289

o n ly  h i s  a c t u a l  and  p o s s ib l e  a c t s  i n t o  t h e  p h i lo s o p h i c a l  p i c t u r e .

H e re , t h e n ,  i s  th e  u p s h o t  o f  t h e s e  c o n s id e r a t i o n s :  Can a  c o -

c o n s t i t u t e r  o f  th e  w o rld  an d  t h e  s c ie n c e  t h a t  e x p lo r e s  i t  m e re ly  

t r a n s c e n d o n e ' s  c o n s c io u s n e s s ?  C l e a r l y ,  t h e  a n sw e r i s  " n o " .  I n s o f a r  

a s  t h e  o th e r  s u b je c t  c o - c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  w o r ld ,  he  i s  f o r  h i m s e l f ; b u t  

i n s o f a r  a s  t h e  o t h e r  s u b j e c t  i s  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  he t ra n s c e n d S g  a n y  o t h e r  

s u b j e c t ' s  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  D e a th , p re s u m a b ly , w ou ld  b e  t h e  c e s s a t i o n  o f  

o n e 's  a c t u a l  and p o s s ib l e  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  Y et t h a t  ca n  b e  t r u e  w h ile  

a n o th e r  c o n s t i t u t i n g  s u b je c t  c o n t in u e s  to  b e  f o r  h im s e l f .  S in c e  t h i s  i s  

s o ,  t o  i d e n t i f y  so m e th in g  a s  a n o th e r  c o n s t i t u t i n g  s u b je c t  i s ,  n e c e s s a r i l y ,  

t o  i d e n t i f y  him  a s  t r a n s c e n d in g g  o n e 's  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  O b je c t io n s  b a se d  

on  a  d o c t r i n e  o f  im m o r ta l i ty  a r e  i r r e l e v a n t  h e r e ,  s in c e  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

o f  t h e  c e s s a t io n  o f  o n e 's  a c t u a l  and  p o s s ib l e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  i s  a l l  t h a t  

i s  r e q u i r e d  i n  o r d e r  to  d raw  t h e  i n f e r e n c e .  To t a k e  so m e th in g  t o  be  

a n o th e r  c o n s t i t u t i n g  s u b j e c t  i s  t o  i d e n t i f y  i t  a s  e x i s t i n g  in d e p e n d e n t ly ; 

and  to  ta k e  i t  a s  e x i s t i n g  in d e p e n d e n t ly  i s  to  i d e n t i f y  i t  a s  t r a n s c e n d in g ^  

o n e 's  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  T h is  i s  p a r t  and  p a r c e l  o f  t h e  s e n s e  'o t h e r  c o n s t i t u t 

in g  s u b j e c t ' ,  p a r t  o f  t h e  t h e s i s  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  s ta n d p o in t  f o r  w h ich  

H u s s e r l  i s  su p p o sed  to  a c c o u n t ,  and  f o r  w h ich  h e  c a n n o t a c c o u n t  i f  we 

t a k e  h i s  a n a l y s i s  a s  s o l i p s i s t i c .

We ca n  now s e e  a  c e r t a i n  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  H u s s e r l 's  r e s p o n s e  to  

one o f  th e  "tw o body" p ro b le m s , t h e  p ro b lem  o f  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h a t  body 

o v e r  t h e r e  f o r  me w i th  th e  body  t h a t  i s  h e r e  f o r  h im . G ra n te d  t h a t  we 

i d e n t i f y  t h e  tw o . B ut t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  o t h e r  s u b je c t  a s  b e in g  h e r e  f o r  

h im s e l f  i s ,  t a c i t l y ,  to  i d e n t i f y  him  a s  t r a n s c e n d in g ^  my c o n s c io u s n e s s .

I f  i t  w ere  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a n o th e r  c o n s t i t u t i n g  s u b j e c t  to  (m e re ly )
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t r a n s c e n d m y  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  th e n  i t  w ould b e  p o s s i b l e  f o r  me to  s e e  a  

s id e  o f  a  p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t  a t  t h e  sam e tim e  t h a t  I  do n o t  s e e  i t .  F o r  i f  

a n o th e r  s u b je c t  m e re ly  t r a n s c e n d s ^  my c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  th e n  w h i le  h e  i s  

i r r e d u c i b l e  t o  my a c t u a l  c o n s c io u s  a c t s ,  t h a t  i s  o n ly  by  r e f e r e n c e  to  my 

p o s s ib l e  a c t s .  Now I  i d e n t i f y  a n o th e r  c o n s t i t u t i n g  s u b j e c t  a s  som eone who 

(u n d e r  no rm al c ir c u m s ta n c e s )  c a n  s e e  a  s id e  o f  a  p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t  a t  th e  

same tim e  t h a t  I  do n o t  s e e  i t .  I f  s o ,  th e n  s i n c e  t h e  o t h e r  s u b je c t  s e e s  

t h e  s id e  t h a t  I  do n o t  a n d , by h y p o th e s i s ,  m e re ly  t r a n s c e n d s ^  my c o n s c io u s 

n e s s ,  i t  w ould be p o s s i b l e  f o r  me to  s e e  th e  s i d e  t h a t  I  do n o t  s e e  a t  

t h e  same t im e .  C l e a r l y ,  h o w ev er, t h i s  i s  im p o s s ib le .  C o n s e q u e n tly , 

o n ly  a  s u b je c t  t h a t  t ra n s c e n d S g  o n e 's  c o n s c io u s n e s s  c a n  b e  a  b e a r e r  o f  th e  

p r e d i c a t e  'c o - c o n s t i t u t e r  o f  t h e  w o r l d ' ,  w h ich  i s  p a r t  and  p a r c e l  o f  th e  

m ean ing  o f  'o t h e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t ' .

3 .  The P rim acy  o f  I n t e r s u b . j e c t i v i t y  and  I n te r s u b .j  e c t i v e  Phenom enology

I  p o in te d  o u t  w hat H u s s e r l  m eans by  ' g e n u in e  s c i e n c e '  i n  c h a p te r  

tw o . A g e n u in e  s c ie n c e  i s  a  s c ie n c e  t h a t  a n s w e rs  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  i t s  

own p o s s i b i l i t y  and  c l a r i f i e s  a l l  o f  i t s  fu n d a m e n ta l  c o n c e p ts  ( c h a p te r  

2 , p p . 2 1 -2 2 ) .  A lth o u g h  H u s s e r l  d o e s  n o t  a v o id  t h e  p ro b le m s  o f  c l a r i f y 

in g  fu n d am e n ta l c o n c e p ts ,  and o f t e n  o f f e r s  b r i l l i a n t  an d  i n s t r u c t i v e  

a n a ly s e s ,  we have  j u s t  s e e n  t h a t  H u s s e r l  n o t  o n ly  d o e s  n o t ,  b u t  c a n n o t ,  

s u c c e e d  i n  c l a r i f y i n g  f u l l y  t h e  s e n s e  'o t h e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  r a t i o n a l  

s u b j e c t '  i f  we sa y  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  s o l i p s i s t i c  s t a g e  o f  phenom enology .

1  n o te d  t h a t  H u s s e r l  v a c i l l a t e s  b e tw e en  s a y in g  t h a t  phenom enology i s  i n  

t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  m aking i t s e l f  g e n u in e  and  s a y in g  t h a t  i t  i s  i n  f a c t  a  

g e n u in e  s c ie n c e  ( c h a p te r  2 ; FTL, p p . 180 , 2 7 2 ) .  S tro n g  c o n c lu s io n s
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I s s u e  from  t h e  a rgum en t i n  t h e  p r e v io u s  s e c t i o n :  (1 ) Phenom enology i s

n o t ,  i n  f a c t ,  a  g e n u in e  s c i e n c e ,  and  (2 ) Phenom enology c a n n o t  h o p e  to  

r e n d e r  i t s e l f  a  g e n u in e  s c i e n c e .

P e rh a p s  t h i s  i s  n o t  a n  u n d e s i r a b le  c o n s e q u e n c e , s i n c e  i t  r e n d e r s  

g e n u in e  s c ie n c e  a  r e g u l a t i v e  i d e a ,  and  r e i n f o r c e s  H u s s e r l* s  c o n c e p t io n  

o f  s c ie n c e  a s  an  a c t i v i t y  (w h ich  L e v in  e m p h a s iz e s ) .  M o reo v e r, i t  i s  i n  

c o m p le te  c o n fo rm ity  w i th  H u s s e r l 's  i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  a  p h i lo s o p h e r  m u st 

r e p e a te d ly  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  b e g in n in g s .  A n a ly s e s  c a n  b e  im proved  and  

am ended. I n  f a c t ,  a t  one  p o i n t  H u s s e r l  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  a n s w e rin g  t h e  

q u e s t io n  o f  p h en o m en o lo g y 's  own p o s s i b i l i t y  a s  a n  e n d le s s  t a s k  (FTL,

p .  2 6 8 ) .

P e rh a p s  t h e r e  i s  a n  i m p l i c i t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  th e  p r e v io u s  

a rg u m e n t. Have I  n o t  j u s t  c l a r i f i e d ,  on  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l g ro u n d s , th e  

t r a n s c e n d e n c e g  o f  any  c o - c o n s t i t u t i n g  s u b je c t ?  T h u s , t h e  c o n c lu s io n  

t h a t  H u s s e r l i a n  phenom enology c a n n o t  h ope  to  b e  a  g e n u in e  s c ie n c e  was 

draw n to o  h a s t i l y .  How c a n  we re s p o n d  to  t h i s  o b j e c t io n ?

I  co n ced e  th e  f i r s t  p o i n t ,  t h a t  I  h a v e  j u s t  c l a r i f i e d ,  on 

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l g ro u n d s , t h e  t r a n s c e n d n e c e ^  o f  an y  o t h e r  c o n s t i t u 

t i n g  s u b je c t  f o r  me. B u t I  can  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h a t  phenom enon o n ly  by 

t a c i t l y  su p p o s in g  th e  p o s s i b l e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  s u b j e c t s ,  

who c o n t r i b u t e  to  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  " f i r s t "  o t h e r  s u b j e c t .

H ence , H u s s e r l 's  s ta te m e n t  t h a t  h e  p re s u p p o s e s  n e i t h e r  th e  a c t u a l i t y  

n o r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o t h e r  eg o s  i s  f a l s e  (CM, p .  7 2 ) .  I n  f a c t ,  t h a t  

s ta te m e n t  i s  th e  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  o f  w hat I  h av e  a rg u e d  th ro u g h o u t  t h i s  

w o rk . I  s a y  " o th e r  e g o ” a d v i s e d l y ,  b e a r in g  i n  m ind th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  

be tw een  d i f f e r e n t  and o t h e r  e g o s .  H u s s e r l  m ust p re s u p p o s e  th e  p o s s i b l e
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e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  s u b j e c t s ,  s u b j e c t s  f o r  whom h i s  a n a ly s e s  

c a n  b e  r e c o g n iz e d  a s  o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  r e s u l t s ,  a n d  th u s  s u b j e c t s  f o r  

whom th e  " f i r s t "  a l t e r  ego  and  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g is t  c a n  b e  i n t e n t i o n a l  

o b j e c t s .  T hus, H u s s e r l  m ust f a i l  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  

a n o th e r  s u b j e c t ,  i n s o f a r  a s  we ta k e  him  t o  c o n d u c t t h e  a n a l y s i s  

s o l i p s i s t i c a l l y — t h a t  i s ,  w i th o u t  m ak ing  u s e  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  th e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  t ra n s c e n d e n c e g  o f  a n o th e r  s u b j e c t ,  who c o -c o n s -  

t i t u t e s  ( o r ,  m ore p r e c i s e l y ,  c a n  c o - c o n s t i t u t e )  t h e  " f i r s t "  o t h e r  s u b j e c t .  

The a n a l y s i s  d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  f a i l ,  h o w e v e r , i f  we r e c o g n iz e  t h a t  

phenom enology i s  i n t e r  s u b j e c t i v e  fro m  th e  b e g in n in g ,  m e  o n ly  s h i f t  i s  

a  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  n o t io n  o f  o t h e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s .

The u p s h o t  o f  a l l  t h i s  i s  t h a t  t h e  o s t e n s i b l e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e tw een

s o l i p s i s t i c  and  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  phenom enology f a i l s  to  h o ld .  I  s h a l l

a rg u e  f o r  t h a t  t h e s i s  p r e s e n t l y .  F o r  th e  t im e  b e in g ,  I  s h o u ld  n o te  t h a t

H u s s e r l 's  s ta te m e n t  t h a t  h e  p re s u p p o s e s  n e i t h e r  t h e  a c t u a l i t y  n o r  th e

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o t h e r  eg o s  i s  n o t  t h e  s o l e  exam p le  o f  H u s s e r l 's  m is ta k e n

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  h i s  own e n t e r p r i s e .  H ere  i s  a n o th e r :

What a b o u t t h e  l o g i c  t h a t  f u r n i s h e s  norm s f o r  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t h a t  c l a r i f y  p o s i t i v e  l o g i c ?  One c o n c e iv e s  c o n c e p ts ,  
one fo rm s ju d g m e n ts , d raw in g  them  from  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  e x p e r ie n c e  
(e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  d a t a  b e lo n g in g  t o  e g o - c o g i t o ) ; one  h a s  em pty 
and  f u l f i l l e d  ju d g m e n ts , on e  s t r i v e s  f o r  t r u t h s  an d  a t t a i n s  them  
by  a d e q u a t io n ,  one d e d u c e s  t o o ,  an d  i t  may w e l l  b e  p e r m is s ib le  to  
p ro c e e d  i n d u c t i v e l y :  What a b o u t  t r u t h  a n d  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  l o g i c  t h e r e ,
w h ere  t r u e  b e in g  i s  'm e re ly  s u b j e c t i v e ’ ? T r u th ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  th e  
p ro v in c e  o f  th e  m ost fu n d a m e n ta l— th e  ' p u r e ly  e g o l o g i c a l '—  
p h e n o m e n o lo g y .. . i s  no lo n g e r  ' t r u t h  i n  i t s e l f '  i n  an y  n o rm a l s e n s e ,  
n o t  even  i n  a  s e n s e  t h a t  h a s  r e l a t i o n  to  a  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  ' e v e ry 
o n e ' . To make t h i s  s ta te m e n t  u n d e r s t a n d a b le  I  may m e n tio n  a g a in  
t h a t  o th e r  s u b j e c t s ,  a s  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l ,  a r e  n o t  g iv e n ,  w i th in  
t h e  bounds o f  my e g o , i n  th e  m anner i n  w h ich  my ego  i t s e l f  i s  
g iv e n  f o r  me, i n  a c t u a l l y  im m ed ia te  e x p e r i e n c e ,  an d  t h a t ,  a t  
i t s  f i r s t  and  fu n d a m e n ta l  l e v e l ,  t h e  s y s te m a t ic  s t r u c t u r e  o f  a  
t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  phenom enology i s  f r e e  to  l a y  c la im  t o  o t h e r  egos
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s o l e l y  a s  p a r e n th e s iz e d ,  a s  'phenom ena* , an d  n o t  y e t  a s  t r a n s 
c e n d e n ta l  a c t u a l i t i e s -  T hus, a t  t h i s  fu n d a m e n ta l  l e v e l ,  a  rem a rk 
a b le  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  d i s c i p l i n e  a r i s e s  a s  t h e  i n t r i n s i c a l l y  f i r s t  
t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  d i s c i p l i n e ,  one t h a t  i s  a c t u a l l y  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l -  
s o l i p s i s t i c :  w i th  e i d e t i c  t r u t h s ,  w i th  t h e o r i e s ,  t h a t  h o ld  good
e x c lu s iv e ly  f o r  me, th e  ego— t h a t  i s  t o  s a y :  t r u t h s  and  t h e o r i e s
t h a t  can  r i g h t f u l l y  c la im  to  h o ld  good 'o n c e  f o r  a l l *  b u t  w i th o u t  
r e l a t i o n  to  a c t u a l  o r  p o s s ib l e  o t h e r  egos (FTL, p p . 2 6 9 -2 7 0 , 
em phases added  and  d e l e t e d ) .

The p a s sa g e  i s  f r a u g h t  w i th  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and ( i f  su c h  s t r o n g

la n g u a g e  i s  a c c e p ta b le )  c o n f u s io n s .  H u s s e r l  s a y s ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t h a t

a t  th e  " s o l i p s i s t i c "  s ta g e  o f  phenom enology one  i s  f r e e  to  l a y  c la im  to

o th e r  egos s o l e l y  a s  p a r e n th e s iz e d ,  b u t  n o t  y e t  a s  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l

a c t u a l i t i e s . T ha t s ta te m e n t  s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s ts  t h a t  a t  th e  " i n t e r -

s u b je c t iv e "  s ta g e  o f  phenom enology , one  ^  f r e e  t o  c la im  t h a t  o t h e r  egos

a r e  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  a c t u a l i t i e s .  B ut to  c o n te n d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r

t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  egos w ould  am ount to  ab an d o n in g  t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l

a t t i t u d e  and i n f e r r i n g  a  c o n c lu s io n  t o  w hich  H u s s e r l  i s  n o t  e n t i t l e d  on

p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l g ro u n d s . H u s s e r l  u n d e rs to o d  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  C a r te s i a n

M e d i ta t io n s , th o u g h  h e  was i n c o n s i s t e n t .

A t no p o in t  was th e  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  a t t i t u d e ,  th e  a t t i t u d e  o f  
t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  e p o c h e , ab an d o n ed ; and  o u r  'th e o r y *  o f  e x p e r ie n c in g  
someone e l s e — d id  n o t  aim  a t  b e in g  and was n o t  a t  l i b e r t y  to  b e  
a n y th in g  b u t  e x p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e n s e ,  ' o t h e r s *. . .  (CM, p . 1 4 8 , 
em phasis  m in e ) .

So lo n g  a s  one re m a in s  w i th in  th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l a t t i t u d e ,  one 

o b ta in s  n o th in g  b u t  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e n s e  ' o t h e r s ' ;  one d o e s  n o t  

e s t a b l i s h  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  th o s e  o t h e r s ,  s in c e  t h a t  w ould  b e  a  r e t u r n  to  

t h e  n a t u r a l  s t a n d p o i n t .  T hus, th e  a t te m p t  to  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw een  th e  

" s o l i p s i s t i c "  and " i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e "  s t a g e s  o f  phenom eno logy , by  s a y in g  

t h a t  o n ly  a t  th e  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  s t a g e  i s  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r s  

e s t a b l i s h e d ,  f a i l s .  One b e g in s  and  f o r e v e r  re m a in s  n e u t r a l  on  th e
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q u e s t io n  o f  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r s ,  so  lo n g  a s  o n e  i s  d o in g  phenom eno logy .

A seco n d  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  b e tw e e n  th e  " s o l i p s i s t i c "  

and  " i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e "  s t a g e s  o f  phenom enology i s  s u g g e s te d  i n  t h e  lo n g  

p a s s a g e  j u s t  c i t e d .  A t t h e  " s o l i p s i s t i c "  s t a g e  t r u t h s  h o ld  good "once  

f o r  a l l " ,  b u t  e x c lu s i v e l y  f o r  me, w i th o u t  r e l a t i o n  to  a c t u a l  o r  p o s s i b l e  

o th e r  e g o s . B ut we saw t h a t  su c h  a  s ta te m e n t  i s  s e l f - c o n t r a d i c t o r y  i n  

c h a p te r  f i v e .  As H u s s e r l  h im s e l f  saw i n  Form al and  T r a n s c e n d e n ta l  L o g ic , 

e v e ry  s c i e n t i f i c  s ta te m e n t  (p h en o m e n o lo g ic a l s t a t e m e n ts  b e in g  a  s p e c i a l  

c a s e )  h a s  th e  s e n s e  'a c c e s s i b l e  to  e v e ry o n e ' from  th e  s t a r t  (FTL, p p . 

1 2 5 -2 3 6 ) . T h ere  c a n n o t b e  a  s o l i p s i s t i c  s t a g e  o f  phenom eno logy , i f  

t h e  t r u t h  o f  s ta te m e n ts  w i th o u t  r e l a t i o n  t o  a c t u a l  o r  p o s s i b l e  o th e r  

s u b je c t s  i s  th e  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  b e in g  s o l i p s i s t i c .

We h a v e  d i s q u a l i f i e d  two o f  t h e  " t r a n s c e n d e n t a l "  c r i t e r i a  f o r  

d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  b e tw een  th e  " s o l i p s i s t i c "  and  " i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e "  s t a g e s  

o f  phenom enology . N a t u r a l l y ,  th e  o r d in a r y  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  's o l i p s i s m '  

w i l l  n o t  w ork , e i t h e r .  I f  one  i s  (a n d  re m a in s )  n e u t r a l  c o n c e rn in g  th e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r s  ( i n  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  th e  r e q u i r e m e n ts  o f  phenomeno

l o g i c a l  r e d u c t i o n ) , th e n  one n e v e r  a n sw e rs  th e  q u e s t io n  "Do o t h e r  

m inds e x i s t ? "  a f f i r m a t i v e l y  o r  n e g a t i v e l y .  The same h o ld s  t r u e  o f  th e  

r e l a t e d  q u e s t io n  "Does th e  p h e n o m e n o lo g is t know t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  

m in d s ? " , s in c e  a n  a f f i r m a t i v e  answ er w ould in v o lv e  e x i s t e n t i a l  

co m m ittm en ts . A n e g a t iv e  a n sw e r, on  th e  o t h e r  h a n d , w ould  go a g a i n s t  

t h e  g r a i n  o f  phenom enology a s  a  w h o le . H u s s e r l 's  p r o c e d u re  i s  to  

l e a v e  o u r  e v e ry d a y  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r s  u n q u e s t io n e d , and  to  

a n a ly z e  th e  k in d  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  t h a t  i s  r e l e v a n t  to  h a v in g  t h a t  b e l i e f ,  

t h e  k in d  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  t h a t  we r e g a r d  a s  j u s t i f y i n g  t h a t  b e l i e f .
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L e t u s  d i s c u s s  a n o th e r  s u g g e s t io n  f o r  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  b e tw e en  

" s o l i p s i s t i c "  and  " i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e "  phenom eno logy . I t  i s  t h a t  i n t e r 

s u b j  e c t i v e  phenom enology " . . . t a k e s  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  

i n s t e a d  o f  i n d iv i d u a l  s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  a s  t h e  p o i n t  o f  d e p a r tu r e  f o r  a  

c o n s t i t u t i v e  th e o r y  i n  r e l a t i o n  to  th e  w o r ld "  (PPH, p .  1 0 3 ) .  I  h a v e  

a l r e a d y  e x p la in e d  how, a t  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " s o l i p s i s t i c "  s t a g e  o f  phenom enol

o g y , one ta k e s  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  a s  th e  p o i n t  o f  

d e p a r tu r e .  From th e  o u t s e t  o f  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  H u s s e r l  

m ust p re su p p o se  t h a t  i s  i s  p o s s ib ly  th e  c a s e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n  open 

p l u r a l i t y  o f  c o - c o n s t i t u t i n g  s u b j e c t s  su c h  t h a t ,  th e y  e x i s t ,  

t r a n s c e n d g  o n e 's  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  The s u g g e s t io n  may b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  to  

mean t h a t  one abandons a  f i r s t - p e r s o n  s t a n d p o i n t  a t  th e  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  

s t a g e  o f  phenom enology. B ut t h e  p h e n o m e n o lo g ic a l a t t i t u d e  i s ,  by  

d e f i n i t i o n ,  a  f i r s t - p e r s o n  s t a n d p o i n t ,  w hereby  one  c a n  d e s c r ib e  and 

a n a ly z e  phenom ena. A bandoning  a  f i r s t - p e r s o n  s t a n d p o i n t  w ould  r e q u i r e  

r e l y i n g  on h e a rs a y  r a t h e r  th a n  on o n e 's  own e x p e r ie n c e ,  w h ich  i s  an  

i n d i s p e n s ib l e  f e a t u r e  o f  phenom enology.

A n o th er s u g g e s t io n  i s  t h a t  a t  th e  s o l i p s i s t i c  s t a g e  o f  phenom enol

ogy th e  c o n c e p t 'o t h e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s '  i s  u n c l a r i f i e d ,  

w h e re as  th e  n o t io n  h a s  b e e n  r e n d e r e d  c l e a r  a t  t h e  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  s t a g e .

I  r e g a r d  t h i s  s u g g e s t io n  a s  a  name f o r  w ha t H u s s e r l  d o es  i n  t h e  f i f t h  

m e d i ta t io n  (and  e ls e w h e r e ) ,  r a t h e r  th a n  a  p r i n c i p l e d  way o f  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  

b e tw een  two s o r t s  o f  phenom enology . A f t e r  a l l ,  H u s s e r l  i s  s a y in g  t h a t  

t h e r e  a r e  two k in d s  o f  phenom enology , s in c e  h e  u s e s  th e  te rm s  ' s o l i p s i s t i c '  

and  ' i n t e r s u b j  e c t i v e '  t o  m o d ify  'p h e n o m e n o lo g y '.  And a  p r i n c i p l e  i s  

need ed  i n  o r d e r  to  j u s t i f y  th e  c la im  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  two s o r t s  o f
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phenom enology .

The r e a s o n  i s  t h i s :  t h e  n o t io n  'p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t '  w a s , a t  one

p o i n t ,  u n c l a r i f i e d  i n  H u s s e r l 's  w r i t i n g s .  A t a  l a t e r  t im e  H u s s e r l  

c l a r i f i e d  i t .  Does t h i s  l i c e n s e  t a l k  o f  n o n - p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t  phenom enology 

a s  opposed  to  p h y s ic a l  o b j e c t  phenom enology? H a rd ly .  B ut I  h a v e  o f f e r e d  

p a r a l l e l  r e a s o n s .  T here  m u s t, t h e n ,  b e  s o m e th in g  s p e c i a l  a b o u t th e  

c o n c e p t 'o t h e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s ' ,  and  a  p r i n c i p l e  to  

c a p tu r e  t h a t  im p o r ta n c e , i f  t a l k  o f  s o l i p s i s t i c  and  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  

phenom enology i s  l e g i t i m a t e .  S in c e  t h e  s u g g e s t io n  we a r e  d i s c u s s in g  

p r o v id e s  no p r i n c i p l e ,  i t  f a i l s  to  l e g i t i m a t e  su c h  t a l k .

One f i n a l  s u g g e s t io n  i s  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  

n o t io n  'o t h e r  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  r a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s ' ,  one b u i l d s  upon t h a t  

r e s u l t .  H e re  i s  a  p r i n c i p l e .  H ow ever, I  h a v e  a rg u e d  th ro u g h o u t  t h i s  

w ork  t h a t  H u s s e r l  b u i l d s  upon  t h a t  r e s u l t  f ro m  th e  o u t s e t , a n d , in d e e d , 

m ust do so  from  th e  o u t s e t .  T h u s, t h i s  a t t e m p t  m ee ts  a  s i m i l a r  f a t e .

T h e re  i s  no c r i t e r i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w hereby  o n e  c a n  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw een  

th e  " s o l i p s i s t i c "  and  " i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e "  s t a g e s  o f  phenom enology .

T h e re  h a v e  b e e n  a  few  c r i t i c i s m s  o f  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " s o l ip s i s m ” 

o f  H u s s e r l 's  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  phenom eno logy . We h a v e  s e e n  t h a t  H u s s e r l  

i s ,  t o  some e x t e n t ,  r e s p o n s i b le  f o r  th o s e  c r i t i c i s m s ,  s in c e  h e  d id  n o t  

a lw a y s  c l e a r l y  com prehend h i s  own e n t e r p r i s e .  I  s a y  " t o  some e x t e n t " ,  

s in c e  th o s e  c r i t i c s  ( e . g . ,  S t r a s s e r  and  H e id e g g e r )  l a r g e l y  b a s e  t h e i r  

c r i t i c i s m s  on m is c o n s t r u a l s  o f  w hat H u s s e r l  s a y s  i n  p a s s a g e s  o t h e r  th a n  

th e  o n e s  I  c i t e d .  B u t once  we r e j e c t  H u s s e r l 's  f a l s e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  

phenom eno logy , and n o te  th e  c o n se q u e n c e s  o f  H u s s e r l 's  c o r r e c t  a n a l y s i s  

o f  o p e r a t i v e  c o n c e p ts  i n  phenom eno logy , we c a n  s e e  t h a t  o b j e c t io n s
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b a s e d  on  th e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  phenom enology a s  s o l i p s i s t i c  a r e  m is 

g u id e d . Phenom enology i s  a n  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e  p h i lo s o p h y .

I s  phenom enology a  g e n u in e  s c ie n c e ?  I f  t h e  a n sw er t o  t h i s  

q u e s t io n  w ere  " y e s " ,  two th in g s  w ould  have  t o  b e  t r u e :  (1 )  A l l  o f  th e

fu n d a m e n ta l o p e r a t i v e  c o n c e p ts  o f  phenom enology h a v e  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d ,  

and  (2 ) A l l  o f  th o s e  c o n c e p ts  h a v e  b e e n  c l a r i f i e d ,  w i th  no e r r o r s  i n  th e  

c l a r i f i c a t i o n s .  Can phenom enology h ope  to  b e  a  g e n u in e  s c ie n c e ?  I f  

t h e  answ er w ere  " y e s " ,  th e n  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  t im e  a t  w h ich  b o th  (1 )  and 

(2 )  a r e  t r u e .  S u r e ly  th e  a rg u m e n ts  i n  t h i s  w ork  r e q u i r e  t h a t  we d o u b t 

t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  e v e r  be  a  t im e  when b o th  (1 ) an d  (2 ) a r e  t r u e ;  a  m in o r 

co n seq u e n c e  o f  t h i s  i s  t h a t  we h av e  good r e a s o n  to  d o u b t t h a t  (1 ) and 

(2 ) a r e  now t r u e .  G enuine s c ie n c e  i s  a  r e g u l a t i v e  i d e a .
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D. R e id e l  P u b l i s h in g  Company, 1 9 7 2 , 2 3 -5 4 , 9 0 -9 5 , 1 7 3 -1 8 5 , 2 4 5 -2 5 1 .

T ym ienecka, A n n a -T e re s a , e d . A n a ly e c ta  H u s s e r l i a n a  I I I . D o r d r e c t -H o lla n d :  
D. R e id e l  P u b l i s h in g  Company, 1 9 7 4 , 4 6 -6 5 , 2 9 0 -3 2 2 .


