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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION

Value judgments o f many Oklahomans and a lso  re la te d  l i te r a tu r e  

acknowledge th a t  F rederick Douglass Moon (F. D. Moon) s ig n if ic a n tly  

influenced education in  Oklahoma. In most in s tan ces  th i s  assumption 

i s  based on vague, su b je c tiv e , and non-em pirical d a ta . However, i f  

th is  assumption i s  v a l id ,  th e  h is to r ic a l  accounts o f  b lack education 

in  Oklahoma as seen in  th e  w ritin g s  o f A rthur L. Toison, Evelyn 

Richard S trong , O llie  E v ere tt H atcher, Gene A ld rich , Kaye M. T e a ll, 

and o th e rs  a re  th e  foundations upon which ad d itio n a l su b s ta n tia tio n  

o f th e  th eses  can be b u i l t .

Many o f th e  educational problems confron ting  b lacks in  the 

n ine teen th  century  were s t i l l  unresolved during th e  period  o f F. D. 

Moon's c a re e r  as an educator in  Oklahoma (1921-1961).^ On the 

p o s itiv e  s id e  i s  the  f a c t  th a t  Oklahoma had already  provided i t s  

ch ild ren  w ith an opportun ity  fo r  a common school ed u ca tion , as well 

as a school fo r  tra in in g  black teachers  — th e  Colored A gricu ltu ra l 

and Normal U niversity  a t  Langston, Oklahoma. Even so , th e  le g a l

i t y  o f  "sep ara te  but equal" schools was sanctioned  in  the

^See, fo r  example, John Henrik C larke, "Education and th e  Mak
ing o f  th e  Black Urban G hetto ,"  in  Jim Haskins, e d . .  Black Manifesto 
fo r  Education (New York: William Morrow, 1973), p. 36.



T e r r i to r ia l  L eg is la tu re  beginning in 1890, and by v ir tu e  o f  th e  U.

S. Supreme C o u rt's  1896 Plessy v . Ferguson d ec ision  th is  p ra c t ic e

was ad jud ica ted  as being c o n s t i tu t io n a l .  R acia lly  segregated

schools were re-confirm ed in Oklahoma in  1906 by s ta t e  law and r e -
2

mained in  e f f e c t  u n ti l  1955. The change, o f co u rse , followed th e  

U. S. Supreme C o u rt's  1954 Brown v. th e  Board o f  Education o f To

peka, Kansas d e c is io n , which concluded th a t  in  p u b lic  school educa-
3

tio n  "separa te  but equal" had no p lace . Oklahoma was not unique 

in  i t s  educational d isfranchisem ent o f  b lacks. Alabama, North 

C aro line , V irg in ia , Georgia, L ouisiana, and M ississipp i had sira i-
4

l a r  c o n s ti tu tio n a l b a r r ie rs  to  d eseg regation .

This was a lso  a time o f g rea t ph ilo soph ica l debate, in  which 

debaters  chose between Booker T. W ashington's vocational education  

o r  William Edward Burghardt DuBois's l ib e r a l  a r t s  educational 

approach.^ Oklahomans were to rn  between th e  two positions.®  Both 

p o s itio n s  had m e rit fo r  F. D. Moon.

^Robert Lasch, "Along th e  B order," in  Don Shoemaker, e d . .  With 
All D elib era te  Speed (New York: Harper and B ro th e rs , 1957), p. 58.

^See, Gene A ld rich , Black H eritage o f  Oklahoma (Edmond: Thomp
son Book Supply Company, 1973), pp. 34-35, 47.

^John Hope F rank lin , From S lavery  to  Freedom: A H isto ry  o f  
Negro Americans, 3d e d . ,  rev . and e n l .  (New York: Alfred A. Knopf 
I n c . ,  1967), pp. 340-341.

®John Henrik C larke, "Education and th e  Making o f th e  Black 
Urban G hetto ," pp. 31-40. ' '  .

®Arthur L. Toison, The Black Oklahomans H isto ry : 1541-1972 
(New O rleans: Edwards P rin ting  Company, 1974), pp. 90, 91.



Review o f Related L ite ra tu re  

As noted e a r l i e r ,  sep a ra te  education f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  black and 

w hite  persons in Oklahoma were mandated by th e  f i r s t  T e r r i to r ia l  

L eg is la tu re  in  1890.^ However, the "sep ara te  but equal" p rin c ip le  

d id  not o r ig in a te  in  Oklahoma. R ather, i t  was based in an 1849 

M assachusetts case , which in tu rn  o rig in a ted  in  th e  Boston schools. 

Even so , the concept p e rs is ted  in the South and i t s  bordering s ta te s  

f o r  over a cen tury , and was re in fo rced  by th e  I). S. Supreme C ourt's
Q

PIessy  decision .
g

Following the  1803 Louisiana Purchase by th e  United S ta te s , 

th e  area now known as Oklahoma — not inc lud ing  th e  Panhandle — was 

to  become Indian Te r r i t o r y . The removal o f  th e  Choctaw, Chicka

saw, Cherokee, Creek, and Seminole Indians from th e i r  resp ec tiv e  

s ta t e s  to  th e  Indian T e rr ito ry  between 1817 and 1842 re su lte d  in a 

w ider spread o f s lav ery  in th e  T errito ry .^^  Nathaniel Washington

^See, Kaye M. T e a ll, Black H istory  in  Oklahoma; A Resource 
Book (Oklahoma C ity : Oklahoma City Public  Schools, T i t le  I I I ,  eSEA, 
1971), p. 187.

^Robert A. LeFlar, "Law o f The Land," in  Don Shoemaker, e d ..  
With All D eliberate  Speed, p. 1.

^See, Edwin C. McReynolds, Oklahoma: A H istory o f  th e  Sooner 
S ta te , 6th e d . ,  rev . (Norman: U niversity  o f Oklahoma P re ss , 1964), 
pp. 42-50.

^^O llie E v ere tt Hatcher, "The Development o f  Legal Controls 
f o r  Racial Segregation in  the Public Schools o f  Oklahoma, 1865-1952," 
(Ph.D. D isse r ta tio n , U niversity  of Oklahoma,1954^ p. 23.

Edwin C. McReynolds, Oklahoma: A H isto ry  o f th e  Sooner 
S ta te , pp. 168, 187, 200.



w rote: "The e a r ly  American tra d e rs  in the  Indian T e rr ito ry  owned a

few s la v e s , but slavery a s  an in s t i tu t io n  was no t widespread u n ti l

12
th e  f iv e  t r ib e s  arrived  from th e  south with t h e i r  s la v e s ."

The attem pt o f  m issionaries to  provide schools fo r  th e  Indian

t r ib e s  re su lte d  in  the  opportun ity  fo r  a few s lav es  to  a tten d  t r ib a l

sch o o ls , but i t  was not u n ti l  1866 th a t  black ch ild ren  were given

the  same educational opportun ities  as Indian ch ild ren .^ ^  Before

th e  t r e a t i e s  o f  1866 blacks l iv in g  w ith Indians had not a tta in e d

14
equal r ig h ts  as c itizen s  in th e  t r i b e s .

In 1861, p r io r  to th e  C iv il War, th e  Five C iv iliz ed  Tribes

formed an a l l ia n c e  with th e  Confederacy. At th e  beginning o f  th e

Civil War th e  t r ib e s  numbered 62,500. Of th i s  t o t a l ,  th e re  were
15

1,338 Indian slaveholders with 7,369 black s la v e s . Even though 

s lav e ry  was abolished in 1863 by th e  Emancipation Proclam ation, i t  

continued in  the  Indian T e rr i to ry  u n ti l  1866, when formal t r e a t ie s  

were signed between the Five C iv iliz ed  Tribes and the  United S ta te s

12
N athaniel Jason Washington, H is to ric a l Development o f  the  

Negro in  Oklahoma (Tulsa: Dexter Publishing Company, 1948), p . 64.
13

Gene A ld rich , Black H eritage o f  Oklahoma, p . 34.

^^01 l i e  E vere tt Hatcher, "The Development o f Legal Controls 
fo r  Racial Segregation in  th e  P ub lic  Schools o f  Oklahoma, 1865-1952," 
p . 30.

p. 32.
^^Arthur L. Toison, The Black Oklahomans H istory : 1541-1972,



government

Following the C ivil War, the  fed era l government paid s t r i c t  

a t te n tio n  to  th e  cessions of land and th e  s ta tu s  o f th e  f re e  b lacks. 

The t r e a t i e s  o f 1866 provided fo r  the Indian T e rr i to ry  to  be d ivided 

in to  two p a r ts :  the  ea s te rn  p a r t was designated  as "Indian T e r r i

to ry ,"  and th e  western p a r t  was designated th e  "Oklahoma T e rr i to ry ."  

Free blacks were to  enjoy th e  same p o l i t i c a l ,  c iv i l  and educational 

o p p o rtu n itie s  as a l l  o th e r  c i t iz e n s .^ ^  The shock o f  being devested 

of property  and b it te rn e s s  following d e fe a t in  combat caused many 

in f lu e n tia l  w hite sou therners  to  h inder th e  es tab lishm en t o f black 

schoo ls.

In compliance w ith the  t r e a t ie s  o f 1866, th e  Cherokee Council 

provided two separa te  schools fo r  blacks in  1867. The Chickasaw 

could not reach an agreement with the fed e ra l government as to  the  

type o f education fo r  t h e i r  former s la v e s ,  and th i s  impasse re su lte d  

in  no schools fo r  b la ck s . The Choctaws did not make schools a v a i l

ab le  fo r  blacks u n til 1885, and then did so on a sep a ra te  b a s is .

The Creeks provided sep ara te  schools by t a c i t  agreement with th e  

fed era l government. The Seminoles accepted th e i r  form er slaves as

^® Ibid ., p. 41.

O llie  E vere tt H atcher, "The Development o f  Legal Controls 
fo r  Racial Segregation in  th e  Public Schools o f  Oklahoma, 1865-1952," 
p. 49.

^^Gene A ld rich , Black Heritage o f  Oklahoma, p. 34.



IQ
equals and shared t h e i r  schools with them u n ti l  1907.

According to  A ldrich , th e  r a c ia l ly  sep a ra te  schools provided 

by th e  Five C iv ilized  T rib es, hindered black education . Much o f  

th e  in f e r io r  education o f  blacks was due to  th e  lack  o f  understand

ing by th e  teachers  o f  th e  needs o f  black c h i ld re n , and the inade

quate education the teachers themselves had rece iv ed . A ldrich does 

ag ree , however, th a t  although th e  bu ild ings were u su a lly  crude log 

cabins w ith holes in  th e  w alls fo r  windows, stamped d i r t  fo r  f lo o r s ,  

and crude benches fo r  s e a ts ,  th e  e f f o r t  to  educate blacks gave them 

a f l ic k e r in g  glimpse o f how education could improve th e i r  l iv e s  — 

in d iv id u a lly  and c o l le c t iv e ly . For th i s  reason , perhaps many o f

th e  ch ild ren  took advantage o f th e  opportun ity  to  a tten d  schools

20
during  th e  few months they were in  sess io n .

May 2 , 1890, Congress passed the  Oklahoma T e rr i to ry  Organic

A ct, which provided fo r  the o rgan iza tion  o f  th e  Oklahoma T e rr i to ry .

O v era ll, th e  Organic Act designated th e  f i r s t  co u n ties  w ith in  th e

T e rr i to ry : Payne, Logan, K ingfisher, Oklahoma, Canadian, and Cleve-

21
land from the  unassigned lan d s, and Beaver in  th e  Panhandle.

IQ
O llie  E vere tt H atcher, "The Development o f  Legal Controls 

f o r  Racial Segregation in  the Public Schools o f Oklahoma, 1865-1952," 
pp. 55-60.

20
Gene A ld rich , Black H eritage o f Oklahoma, p. 34.

LeRoy H. F isc h e r, e d . ,  "Oklahoma T e r r i to ry ,  1890-1907" in  
T e r r i to r ia l  Governors o f Oklahoma, v o l. 1 (Oklahoma C ity : Oklahoma 
H is to r ic a l S ocie ty , 1975), pp. 3-4 .



By Ju ly  8 , 1890, Governor George W. S te e le  c a lle d  fo r  the

22
e le c tio n  o f  T e r r i to r ia l  L eg is la tu re  members. Almost immediately 

during i t s  f i r s t  session  a t  Guthrie on August 26, 1890, th e  newly 

e le c te d  T e r r i to r ia l  L eg isla tu re  gave a t te n tio n  to  schools. Con

g ress had provided, through the  Organic A ct, $50,000 fo r  the  devel-

23
opment o f common schools in the T e rr i to ry . There was l i t t l e  

question  about the educational needs fo r  w hite ch ild ren  but a b i t t e r  

f ig h t  was provoked w ith in  the T e r r i to r ia l  L eg is la tu re  over schools 

f o r  b lack s.

Governor S tee le  was in  favor o f  in te g ra te d  schoo ls , bu t strong 

advocates ag a in st in te g ra tio n  o f the schools were successfu l in  g e t

t in g  a b i l l  passed which l e f t  th i s  is su e  w ith in  th e  purview o f each 

c o u n t y . C o u n c i l  B ill No. 2 , Section  113, was reviewed by O llie  

E. H atcher: " I t  would be incumbent upon th e  County Commissioners

to  provide fo r  and hold an e le c tio n  in  each county o f th e  T e rr ito ry
26

to  determ ine i f  th e re  should be sep a ra te  sc h o o ls ."  The f i r s t

Jack R. Yakey, "Robert Martin; A cting Governor o f  Oklahoma 
T e r r i to ry , 1891-1892," in  LeRoy H. F isch e r, e d . ,  T e r r i to r ia l  Govern
o rs  o f Oklahoma, p. 25.

^^Thomas Arthur Hazel1 , "George Washington S tee le : Governor 
o f  Oklahoma T e rr i to ry , 1890-1891," in  LeRoy H. F isch e r, e d . .  T e rr i
to r i a l  Governors o f Oklahoma, pp. 13-16.

^^A rthur L. Toison, The Black Oklahomans H isto ry : 1541-1972, 
p. 125.

^ ^ Ib id . ,  See, Kay M. T e a ll ,  Black H isto ry  in  Oklahoma: A Re
source Book, p . 185.

^®See, Arthur L. Toison, The Black Oklahomans H isto ry : 1541- 
1972, p . 125.
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e le c tio n  was held th e  f i r s t  Tuesday of A p r il,  1891, and was to  be
27

continued every th re e  years th e re a f te r .  S ig n if ic a n t p o l i t ic a l

even ts were occuring in  the Oklahoma T e rr i to ry  between the Demo-

28
c r a t i c .  Republican, and P opu lis t p a r tie s  and the school b i l l  o f

lo c a l op tion  was sa id  to  have been a compromise between th e  par-

i maj 

..30

29
t i e s .  In th e  end, a m ajo rity  vote was c a s t  by a l l  th e  coun ties

fo r  " sep ara te  sch o o ls .'

Due la rg e ly  to  th e  e f f o r t  o f Governor S te e le , Congress passed 

an Act in  1891 which allowed th e  Oklahoma T e rr ito ry  to  le a se  sec

t io n s  s ix te e n  and th i r ty - s ix  o f  each township fo r  pub lic  sch o o ls .

The proceeds from th i s  au th o riza tio n  were to  be used f o r  m ain te-

31
nance o f p u b lic  schools in th e  Oklahoma T e rr i to ry . E xercising 

th e i r  lo ca l o p tio n , sep ara te  schools were e s tab lish ed  in  Oklahoma

2 ? Ib id .
7R

Thomas Arthur Hazel 1 , "George Washington S te e le ;  Governor 
o f  Oklahoma T e rr i to ry , 1890-1891," in LeRoy F isch er, e d . .  T e rr i
to r ia l  Governors o f  Oklahoma, p. 17.

Kaye M. T e a ll ,  Black H istory in  Oklahoma: A Resource Book,
p . 185.

^^O llie  E vere tt H atcher, "The Development o f  Legal Controls 
f o r  Racial Segregation in  th e  Public Schools o f Oklahoma, 1865- 
1952," p. 78.

31
Harry E. H enslick , "Abraham Je ffe rso n  Seay: Governor o f 

Oklahoma T e r r i to ry , 1892-1893," in LeRoy H. F isch e r, e d . .  T e r r i
to r i a l  Governors o f  Oklahoma, pp. 34-35.



C ity in 1891,^^ K ingfisher in  1892, and G uthrie in  1891.^^

The passage o f  th e  school laws o f 1890 created  p o s itio n s  fo r  

b lack teach ers  in  th e  Oklahoma T e rr i to ry , and es tab lish ed  th e  p a t

te rn  by which subsequent Oklahoma school systems would develop.

The i n i t i a l  schools en ro lled  20,085 w hites and 1,252 b lacks.

Governor Abraham Jefferson  Seay ca lled  fo r  new pub lic  school 

le g is la t io n  between 1892 and 1893. Compulsory attendance in  gram

mar schools and a u th o rity  fo r  school d i s t r i c t s  to  is su e  bonds fo r  

constru c tio n  o f  b rick  school buildings were included in  h is  le g is 

la t iv e  program. I t  was through Governor Seay 's i n i t i a t i v e  th a t  

land was secured from th e  federal government fo r  h igher education ,

and sec tio n  th ir te e n  in  each township was reserved fo r  co llege  

36
endowment.

The T e r r i to r ia l  L eg is la tu re  o f  1893 designated a system o f 

county ad valorem ta x a tio n  as a base fo r  f in an c ia l support o f both 

sep a ra te  and m ajo rity  schools. The Board o f Commissioners was

32
A rthur L. T oison, The Black Oklahomans H istory: 1541- 

1972, p. 126.

33
Evelyn Richard Strong, "H is to rica l Development o f  th e  Okla

homa A ssociation o f  Negro Teachers: A Study in  Social Change, 1893- 
1958,"{P1y.D. D is se r ta tio n , U niversity  o f  Oklahoma, 1961), p . 42.

S ^ Ib id ., p. 32.

^^Gene A ld rich , Black Heritage o f Oklahoma, p . 35.
36

Harry E. H enslick , "Abraham Jeffe rso n  Seay: Governor o f 
Oklahoma T e rr i to ry , 1892-1893," in  LeRoy H. F isch er, e d . .  T e r r i to r ia l  
Governors o f  Oklahoma, pp. 35-39.
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given the ta sk  o f levying a tax  based on th e  v a lu a tio n  o f  th e  county

37p roperty  and th e  amount needed to  m aintain th e  sep ara te  schools.

The Democrats and P o p u lis ts , through t h e i r  combined e f f o r t s ,  

passed a law in  1894 s t ip u la tin g  th a t  while both m ajority  and minor

i t y  schools should have equal f a c i l i t i e s  and th e  same length  o f

school y e a r , " i t  sh a ll be unlawful f o r  any w hite  ch ild  to a tten d  a

38
colored school o r any colored ch ild  to  a tte n d  a white school."

During th e  era  o f th e  Oklahoma t e r r i t o r i a l  days, the U. S. 

Supreme Court rendered two decisions involv ing  seg regation : the  

S laughter House case in  1893 and the PI essy  case in  1896. The 

S laughter House decision  concluded th a t  p u b lic  school education was 

a s ta te  m a tte r , and th a t  the  Fourteenth Amendment was not abridged 

so long as the  s ta te s  complied with th e  "equal p ro tec tion"  c lause  

in  the  amendment. The Plessy case perm itted  segregation  as long as 

"equal f a c i l i t i e s "  were furn ished  in  order to  comply with the equal 

p ro tec tio n  c lause o f the  Fourteenth Amendment. The Oklahoma Su

preme Court gave ju d ic ia l  sanction  to  th ese  decisions in  the form 

o f approved s ta tu to ry  guarantee o f  seg reg a tio n  in  the  Oklahoma pub

l i c  schools. This ju d ic ia l  reasoning was c a rr ie d  in to  statehood

^^01l i e  E vere tt Hatcher, "The Development o f Legal Controls 
f o r  Racial Segregation in  the Public Schools o f  Oklahoma, 1865-1952,"
p. 100.

38

p. 185.
Kaye M. T e a ll, Black H istory  in Oklahoma: A Resource Book,



n

39
and remained u n til  th e  1954 I). S. Supreme Court d e c is io n .

By 1897 the  f i r s t  laws were enacted which sp e lle d  out th re e  

options fo r co rrec tin g  v io la tio n s  o f  the  1894 se p a ra te  school laws. 

F i r s t ,  a w rit o f mandamus could be brought a g a in s t th e  loca l d is 

t r i c t  school board, county commissioners, o r county superin tenden t 

o f  pub lic  in s tru c tio n  compeling them to  comply w ith  th e  law. Sec

ond, a w rit o f in ju n c tio n  could be issued in  the  name o f  th e  p la in 

t i f f s  to  re s tra in  any person , d i s t r i c t  o r  county commissioner o r 

county superin tenden t o f pub lic  in s tru c t io n s ,  from v io la tin g  the  

law. T hird , the county superin tenden t could u n i la te r a l ly  t r a n s f e r  

th e  ch ild ren  of any race  in  the event th e re  were not enough people 

to  organize a school

Thus th e  laws o f  th e  Oklahoma T e rr i to ry  in  1897 (A rtic le  I ,  

S ections I - I I )  closed  th e  local option o f  co u n ties  fo r  r a c ia l ly  

in te g ra te d  public schools and e s ta b lish e d  mandated segregated 

schoo ls . This a lso  app lied  to  th e  Colored A g ricu ltu ra l and Normal 

U n ivers ity , which was crea ted  by th e  T e r r i to r ia l  L eg is la tu re  in

1897.41

Even before th e  es tab lishm en t o f th e  Colored A g ricu ltu ra l

^^011ie  E v ere tt H atcher, "The Development o f  Legal Controls 
fo r  Racial Segregation in  the  Public  Schools o f Oklahoma, 1865- 
1952," pp. 86-90.

4C 

41

4 ° Ib id . ,  p . 82

'I b id . ,  p. 83.
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and Normal U niversity  (which was l a t e r  renamed Langston U n iv ers ity ), 

th e re  were separate  tra in in g  in s t i tu te s  fo r  black teach ers . These 

i n s t i t u t e s ,  which included te ach ers  from 14 counties and 26 commun

i t i e s  w ith separate sch o o ls , provided o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  teach er 

c e r t i f ic a t io n  and so c ia l and p ro fess io n a l in te ra c t io n s .  In 1893 

th e  tra in in g  in s t i tu te s  were organized in to  the  Ida M. Wells Teach

e rs  A ssociation , through which e f fo r ts  were geared toward th e  im

provement o f  separa te  schools fo r  b lack youth as well as p rofessional 

growth fo r  black te a c h e rs . The Ida M. Wells Teachers A ssociation

served as the  nucleus fo r  th e  Oklahoma A ssociation  of Negro Teach-

42
e rs  (GANT) which was e s tab lish ed  a f te r  s ta teh o o d .

In 1896, aware o f the need fo r  broader and more advanced

tr a in in g ,  th e  GANT sought ad d itio n a l educational programs a t  the

Normal School fo r th e  Oklahoma T e rr i to ry  in  Edmond, Oklahoma. This

e f f o r t  involved the  unsuccessful attem pt to  e n ro ll Cynthia Ware in

43
teach er education courses a t  th e  Normal School.

In 1897 Governor William Carey Renfrew signed a b i l l  e s tab -

44
lis h in g  th e  Colored A g ricu ltu ra l and Normal U n iv ers ity , w ith the

Evelyn Richard S trong , "H is to rica l Development o f th e  Okla
homa A ssociation o f Negro Teachers: A Study in  Social Change, 1893- 
1958," pp. 56, 57.

* 3 lb id .,  p. 53.

^Jam es F. Morgan, "William Carey Renfrew: Governor o f Okla
homa T errito ry »  1893-1897," in LeRoy H. F isch e r, e d . .  T e r r i to r ia l  
Governors o f  Oklahoma, p, 63.
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purposes: "The in s tru c tio n  o f both male and fan a le  blacks in  the  

a r t  o f  teaching  vario u s  branches which p e r ta in  to  a common school 

education , and in  such h igher education as may be deemed adv isab le , 

under fundamental laws of th e  United S ta te s  with r ig h ts  and d u ties  

o f  c i t iz e n s  in  a g r ic u l tu r a l ,  m echanical, and in d u s tr ia l  arts."^®

The blacks o f  Langston, Oklahoma, an a l l-b la c k  town, donated 

the  s i t e  fo r  th e  u n iv e rs i ty ,  and the L eg is la tu re  appropriated  

$5,500 f o r  th e  f i r s t  b u ild in g . By 1901, th e  county board added 120 

acres o f  land and 3 bu ild ings a t  the  co s t o f  $15,000. About 75 per

cent o f  th e  i n i t i a l  s tuden ts  came from farm s, and approxim ately 50 

percent o f  th e  s tu d en ts  worked th e i r  way through school.*^

In 1901 a law was enacted which p ro h ib ited  b lack  teachers

from teach ing  w h ite s , and w hites from teach ing  b la ck s . This law

4 7
s e t  p e n a ltie s  fo r  v io la tio n  o f  th e  Act.

On June 14, 1906, th e  Enabling Act au th o riz in g  th e  merging 

o f  the T e rr ito ry  o f  Oklahoma and the  Indian T e rr i to ry  was signed by 

P residen t Theodore Roosevelt. This a c t requ ired  a system o f pub lic  

education . In 1908, in  compliance with th e  requirem ent. A rtic le  1 , 

Section 5 , o f th e  S ta te  C onstitu tion  was w ritte n  " fo r  the

John J .  C o ffe tt ,  Don S. Hobbs and A. J . Brumbaugh, e d s ..  
S e lf Study o f Higher Education in  Oklahoma (Oklahoma C ity: S ta te  
Regent f o r  Higher Education, 1965), pp. 52-56.

^^Nathaniel J .  Washington, H is to ric a l Development o f the  
Negro, in  Oklahoma, pp. 52-65.

*^Gene A ld rich , Black H eritage o f Oklahoma, p . 36.
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estab lishm en t and maintenance o f a system o f public  schools which 

s h a ll be open to  a ll th e  ch ild ren  o f  th e  s ta te  . . .  not to  preven t 

th e  estab lishm en t and maintenance o f  sep a ra te  schools fo r  w hite and 

colored ch ild ren  . .

Also A r tic le  X III, Section 2 , s ta te s :  "Whenever in  th is  con

s t i t u t io n  th e  laws of th i s  s ta t e ,  th e  word o r  words colored o r 

colored ra c e , Negro o r  Negro race are used, the  same s h a ll be con

s tru ed  to  mean o r  apply to  a l l  persons o f A frican descen t. The

49
term  white race  shall include a l l  o th e r  persons . . . "

A rtic le  XIII ,  Section 3 , l e f t  no doubt th a t  th e  d o ctrine  o f 

"sep ara te  bu t equal" was to  be applied  in  the  new s ta t e :  ". . . 

sep a ra te  schools fo r w hite and colored ch ild ren  with l ik e  accommo

d a tio n s  sh a ll be provided by the le g is la tu re  and im p a rtia lly  main

ta in e d  . . Nathaniel J .  Washington wrote th a t  " l ik e  accommoda

tio n s"  too o ften  re su lted  in  in fe r io r  schools fo r  b lack s.

The amount of ad valorem ta x es  th a t  could be le v ie d  on

Oklahoma, C onstitu tion  (1908), A rt. 1 , Sec. 5 , In O llie  
E v ere tt H atcher, "The Development o f  Legal Controls fo r  Racial Seg
reg a tio n  in  th e  Public Schools o f Oklahoma, 1865-1952," p . 99.

^^Oklahcma, C onstitu tion  (1908), A rt. X III , Sec. 2 ,  in  
N athaniel Jason Washington, H isto rica l Development o f  th e  Negro in  
Oklahoma, p . 60.

^^Oklahoma, C onstitu tion  (1908), A rt. X III, Sec. 3 ,  in  O llie  
E v ere tt H atcher, "The Development o f  Legal Controls fo r  Racial Seg
reg a tio n  in  th e  Public Schools o f  Oklahoma, 1865-1952," p . 99.

N athaniel Jason Washington, H is to rica l Development o f th e  
Negro in  Oklahoma, p. 60.
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assessed  value o f p roperty  was lim ited  by th e  Oklahoma C o n stitu tio n .

The lo ca l d i s t r i c t s  were authorized to  levy f i f te e n  m i l ls ,  and the

County Commissioner could levy two m ills  on county property  desig -

52
nated fo r  high schools and common schools o f  the county.

House B ill No. 365, passed by the  Oklahoma S ta te  L eg is la tu re  

in  1908, c la r i f ie d  th e  sep ara tio n  o f  education fo r  blacks and enu

merated the  f in e s  fo r  f a i lu r e  to  comply:

1. M aintaining an in teg ra te d  in s t i tu t io n  o f  education , 

whether p r iv a te  or p u b lic , was punishable by a f in e  o f $100 to  $500 

a day.

2. Teaching in  an in s t i tu t io n  th a t  received  studen ts  o f  both 

races sub jected  the  teach er to  a f in e  o f $10 to  $50 a day.

3. A ttending an in teg ra te d  school sub jected  th e  s tu d e n t 's

paren ts to  a f in e  o f $5 to  $20 a day. These were minimum and max-

53
imum fin e s  and each day was a separa te  o ffen se . Each in s t i tu t io n  

was to  determ ine i f  t h e i r  studen ts were black or w h ite , and even 

th e  u n itin g  o f  black and white teach ers  f o r  " teacher improvement" 

was banned.

In 1909 fo u r a c c re d ita tio n  ca teg o rie s  were given fo r  schoo ls: 

pub lic  high schoo ls , s ta t e  schoo ls , p riv a te  sch o o ls , and colored

5?
O llie  E vere tt H atcher, "The Development o f Legal Controls 

fo r  Racial Segregation in  the  Public Schools o f Oklahoma, 1865- 
1952," p. 102.

53
Gene A ldrich , Black H eritage o f  Oklahoma, p . 36.

^^ Ib id .
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schools. No maximum number o f u n its  was requ ired  fo r  schools to  

be approved. Keeping a c c re d i ta t io n ,  however, depended la rg e ly  upon 

"the progress o f th e  schoo ls in  securing  new b u ild in g s , making 

add itions to  old ones, b e t te r  j a n i to r  s e rv ic e , adding more te a c h e rs , 

req u irin g  more co llege  t r a in in g  o f  the  te a c h e rs , providing ad d i

tio n a l l ib ra ry  and la b o ra to ry  f a c i l i t i e s ,  in s ta l l in g  improved 

methods o f keeping reco rd s , improvement o f ad m in is tra tio n  and super

v is io n , and f in a l ly ,  a h igher q u a l i ty  o f ac tua l classroom in s tru c 

t io n .

L ater c r i t e r i a  fo r  high school a c c re d ita tio n  was "a one y ear 

high school, o r  schools acc red ite d  fo r  not more than f iv e  u n i t s ;  

two y ear high schoo l, o r schools acc red ited  f o r  not more than 10 

u n its ;  th re e  y ea r high schoo l, o r  schools acc red ited  fo r  not more 

than 15 u n i ts ;  fou r y e a r  high sch o o l, o r schools acc red ited  f o r  16 

o r more u n i ts ;  North C entral school belonging to  th e  North C entral 

A ssociation o f  Colleges o r  secondary schools"^^

By 1911 county sup erin ten d en ts  were in  charge o f  governing 

th e  "m inority" or "separa te"  scho o ls ; and they  had a u th o rity  to  h ire  

teach ers  fo r  dependent d i s t r i c t s .  By 1913 sep a ra te  schools were

A. L. C rable, "The Development o f A ccredited High Schools 
in  Oklahoma Durinq th e  P ast Decade,"(M asters Theses, U n iversity  
o f  Oklahoma, 1927% p. 2.

SGibid.
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defined as "the schools with th e  few est c h ild re n .

Separation o f black educa to rs  caused many black educators to  

see th e  need fo r  e s ta b lish in g  a  network o f  communication between 

blacks in  o rd er to  f a c i l i t a t e  a sta tew ide  exchange o f  educational 

id e as . At a meeting held in 1907 a t  the  Colored A g ricu ltu ra l and 

Normal U n iv e rs ity , six ty -seven  black educators from th e  defunct 

"twin t e r r i to r i e s "  met to  reo rgan ize  th e  black t e r r i t o r i a l  te ach e r 's  

o rg an iza tio n . Seventeen o f  th e  p a r tic ip a n ts  were p r in c ip a ls . These 

p rin c ip a ls  emerged during th e  e a r ly  sta tehood days as persons in  

frequen t and advantageous c o n ta c t w ith  w hite s ta te  educational o f

f i c i a l s .  The t e r r i t o r i a l  te ach e rs  o rgan iza tion  d isso lved  in  1907
58

and reformed as th e  Oklahoma A ssocia tion  o f  Negro Teachers (OANT).

In subsequent y e a rs , workshops focusing on the q u a lity  o f  ed

ucation  in  the  sep a ra te  schools were held  by the  OANT. Problems 

concerning s tu d en t attendance in  b lack  sch o o ls , o rgan ization  o f  

paren t and te ach e r a s s o c ia t io n s , p ro fess io n a l growth o f  te a c h e rs , 

a c c re d ita tio n  o f  schoo ls , and pedagogical and p o l i t ic a l  circum

stances surrounding th e  Colored A g ricu ltu ra l and Normal U niversity

59
were some o f  the  sp e c if ic  is su e s  addressed by th e  OANT.

^^011ie  E vere tt H atcher, "The Development o f Legal Controls 
fo r  Racial Segregation in the  P ublic  Schools o f  Oklahoma, 1865- 
1952," pp. 102-106.

^^Evelyn Richard S trong, "H is to rica l Development o f  th e  Okla
homa A ssociation o f Negro Teachers: A Study in  Social Change, 
1893-1958," pp. 83 , 8 6 -8 8 .

S * Ib id ., pp. 69, 81.
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The gradual growth o f  b lack  high schools was o f sp ec ia l con

cern to  th e  OANT. The s ta t e  c o n s ti tu tio n  provided one m ill fo r  

high school su p p o rt, and one m ill to  supplement the  common school 

funds. Most school d i s t r i c t s  accepted the premise th a t  only  one 

m i l l ,  ra th e r  than two m i l l s ,  was to  be used f o r  the maintenance o f  

both black high schools and common schools. Securing s t a t e  le g 

is la t io n  to  re lie v e  problems o f  financing  the black schools quick ly  

became th e  predominant goal o f  th e  OANT.®®

As a r e s u l t  o f a po ll taken in  1919 involving s ix ty  counties 

w ith black schoo ls , the  OANT learn ed  th a t  only f iv e  coun ties  were 

even levying one m i l l ,  and some coun ties  with several b lack schools 

were levying a h a l f  a m ill o r  l e s s .  The r e s u l t  o f  the  d iscovery  

prompted th e  OANT to  lobby in  th e  le g is la tu re .  A law was passed in  

1921 au tho riz ing  a two m ill levy  fo r  th e  separa te  schools.®^

H isto rian  Nathaniel Washington s ta te s  th a t  d e sp ite  the two 

mi l l  p ro v is io n , th e  f in a n c ia l d iffe re n c e  in  support between major

i t y  and m inority  schools s t i l l  remained g re a t. The w hite  d i s t r i c t  

schools could , and many d id , vo te a maximum o f  f i f te e n  m ills  on

a l l  tax ab le  p roperty  w ith in  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t s .  Blacks could  not come

62
clo se  to  matching th ese  le v ie s .

® °Ib id ., pp. 81, 84.

® h b id .,  p. 81.

®^Nathaniel Jason W ashington, H isto rica l Development o f  th e  
Negro in  Oklahoma, p . 60.
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The Teachers Jo u rn a l. cm o f f ic i a l  pub lica tion  o f th e  OANT, 

and small groups o f  black educators organized in to  su b d iv is io n s  

helped to  promote the  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  a s so c ia tio n s . The organi

z a t io n 's  subd iv isions included  th e  County A ssociation o f  Negro 

Teachers in  Creek and Okmulgee co u n tie s , th e  A ssociations o f Negro 

P r in c ip a ls , and th e  Oklahoma In te rs c h o la s tic  A th le tic  A sso c ia tio n . All 

o f  which focused local and n a tional a t te n tio n  on black educational pro

blems and philosophical a t t i tu d e s  o f Oklahoma black educators.® ^

Since t e r r i to ra l  days, black teachers and ad m in is tra to rs  in  

Oklahoma had shown in te r e s t  in  Booker T. Washington and W. E. B.

DuBois' ph ilosophies o f  education.® ^ W ashington's prim ary emphasis 

was placed upon race p rid e  and s o l id a r i ty  evolving around cen tra l 

themes o f  s e l f  he lp , t h r i f t ,  in d u s tr ia l  education , and C h ris tian  

c h a r a c t e r . W a s h i n g t o n ' s  philosophy had spread throughout th e  

nation in  the  e a r ly  tw en tie th  c e n t u r y . T h e  impact o f W ashington's 

in fluence in  Oklahoma i s  v iv id ly  expressed through Toi s o n 's  account: 

on November 10, 1095, Booker T. Washington a rr iv e d  in  G u th rie ,

G^Eveyln Richard S tro n g , "H isto rica l Development o f  the  Okla
homa A ssociation o f Negro Teachers: A Study in  Social Change, 1893- 
1958," pp. 95, 102, 117.

64

65

I b id . ,  p. 56.

Melvin Drimmer, Black H isto ry : A Reappraisal (New York:
Doubleday and Company, 1969), pp. 341, 342.

GGjohn Hope F ran k lin , From S lavery  to  Freedom: A H isto ry  o f  
Negro Americans, pp. 389-397.
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Oklahoma, and 10,000 persons greeted  He had become the  most

in f lu e n tia l  black spokesperson on vocational education in  America.

68
However, h is  lead ersh ip  was challenged by DuBois.

DuBois contended th a t  problems o f  black Americans could most 

exped itiously  be abated by the  e f fo r ts  o f  exceptional black people. 

His philosophy c a lled  fo r  educating th e  " ta le n te d  te n th " : " I t  i s  

the  problem o f developing the b e s t o f  t h i s  race  th a t  we may guide 

the  masses away from th e  contam ination and death o f th e  worst in  

th e i r  own and o th e r  race s . . . .School houses do not teach them

se lv es , p i le s  o f  b rick  and machinery do not send out men. I t  i s  

the  tra in e d  liv in g  human soul c u ltiv a te d  and strengthened by long 

study and thought, th a t  breathes th e  re a l b reath  o f l i f e  in to  boys 

and g i r l s  and makes them human, whether they  be black o r  w hite , 

Greek, Russian o r Americans."®®

The philosophies o f  Washington and DuBois had s ig n if ic a n t  im

pact on b lack  educators in  Oklahoma. I t  is  w ith in  th e  framework o f 

the preceding h is to r ic a l  conditions th a t  F. D. Moon gained

A rthur L. Toison, The Black Oklahomans H isto ry : 1541-1972,
p. 91.

In te rn a tio n a l L ibrary o f Negro L ife and H istory  (New York: 
Charles Wesley Publishing Company, 1969), p . , 178.

®®Isidore S ta r r ,  The Negro in  th e  Twentieth Century, ed. John 
Hope F ranklin  (New Yorkl A lfred A. Knopf, I n c . ,  1967), pp. 265-271.



21

prominence as an educational le a d e r .

The question then  becomes: What d id  F. D. Moon accomplish as 

p rin c ip a l fo r  black youths befo re  and a f t e r  Oklahoma pub lic  schools 

were desegregated in s t i tu t io n s ?  In what manner did he operate  in 

o rder to  be considered in f lu e n tia l  in  fu r th e r in g  th e  development o f 

education fo r  blacks in  Oklahoma? And during th e  period when Booker

I .  W ashington's in fluence  seemed predominant in  Oklahoma, what phi

losophy did Moon adopt and how did he implement h is  philosophy o f 

education as p rin c ip a l in Oklahoma?

Assumptions

1. There was a s ig n if ic a n t  re la t io n s h ip  between th e  socia l 

m ilieu  o f the period in  question  and th e  lack  o f q u a lity  education 

provided fo r  blacks in  Oklahoma. Out o f  th i s  m ilie u , F. D. Moon's 

educational philosophy was shaped.

2 . Legal sanctions in  term s o f  sep a ra te  school codes and 

ph ilosophies o f education fo r  b lacks and w hites provoked F. D. Moon, 

as an a d m in is tra to r , to  seek su b s ta n tiv e  changes in  education fo r  

b lacks.

3 . F. D. Moon re je c te d  th e  su b se rv ien t ro le  th a t  was given 

to  black educators o f h is e ra ; and in  so doing he became a

^^Evelyn Richard S trong, "H is to rica l Development o f  th e  Okla
homa A ssociation o f  Negro Teachers: A Study in  Social Change, 1893- 
1958," pp. 86-88.
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"m ilita n t"  b lack educational le a d e r .

4. F. D. Moon's C h ris tian  home background a lso  shaped h is  

educational philosophy.

Statem ent o f  the  Problem .

S p e c if ic a l ly ,  th e  problem fo r  t h i s  study  was: An an a ly sis  o f 

th e  educational philosophy and th e  accomplishments o f  F. D. Moon 

in  Oklahoma.

Two major questions have been in v e s tig a te d :

1. How did  F. D. Moon overcome th e  lega l lim ita tio n s  imposed 

on black pub lic  schools as he sought to  improve the educational 

f a c i l i t i e s  and curriculum  o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  black studen ts in  the 

schools where he worked?

2. What philosophy o r ph ilosoph ies undergirded h is  e ffo r ts?

Methodology

This study has taken an h is to r ic a l  approach. The con ten t of 

th i s  d is s e r ta t io n  is  based on an ex ten siv e  reading of a v a ila b le  

m a te ria ls  — jo u rn a ls ,  newspapers, books, o f f ic ia l  rep o rts  and docu

ments — and in terv iew s w ith persons who knew and worked with F. D. 

Moon. In summary, th ree  techniques were used in  gathering  and eval

uating  d a ta  f o r  th i s  study: (1) in te rv iew s with knowledgeable re

spondents; (2) exam ination o f  re le v a n t documents, p r iv a te  f i l e s ,  and 

o f f ic ia l  and personal correspondence; and (3) examination o f  re la te d  

s tu d ie s . These techniques were employed in  o rder to  e s ta b lis h  a



23

proper h is to r ic a l  p e rsp e c tiv e . Primary sources fo r  corroborating  

the  h is to r ic a l  da ta  included :

1. O llie  E vere tt H atcher, "The Development o f  Legal Control 

fo r  Racial Segregation in  th e  Public Schools o f  Oklahoma, 1865-1952“ 

(Ph.D. D is se r ta tio n , U n ivers ity  of Oklahoma, 1954).

2. Evelyn Richard S trong , "H isto rica l Development o f  the  

Oklahoma A ssociation  o f Negro Teachers: A Study in  Social Change 

1893-1958" (Ph.D. D is se r ta tio n , U niversity  of Oklahoma, 1961).

3. Kaye M. T e a ll,  Black H isto ry  in  Oklahoma: A Resource Book 

(Oklahoma C ity : Oklahoma C ity Public Schools, T i t le  I I I  ESEA, 1971).

4. Gene A ld rich , Black H eritage o f Oklahoma (Edmond: Thomp

son Book, 1973.)

5. A rthur L. Toison, The Black Oklahomans H isto ry : 1541- 

1972 (New O rleans: Edwards P rin tin g  Company, 1974.)

L im ita tions

This study  had c e r ta in  l im ita t io n s ,  including th e  follow ing:

1. There has been no previous in-depth  study o f  the l i f e ,  ac

complishments, and educational philosophy of F. D. Moon.

2. The c o n tin u ity  o f  the  era  w ith in  th is  d is s e r ta t io n  r e l i e s  

on the  w ritin g s  found in  th e  Black D ispatch , e d ited  by Roscoe Dun- 

gee. Because Mr. Dungee, though not an educato r, was a d ire c t  par

t i c ip a n t  in  many o f the e f f o r t s  involving the  accomplishmebts o f 

Dr. Moon, many o f  h is  accounts are su b je c tiv e . T h is, however, was
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not to  imply th a t  o th e r  newspapers and published sources are  more 

r e l ia b le .

The ra t io n a le  fo r  th e  use o f  personal documents is  s im ila r  to  

th e  one used fo r  observational techn iques: what observational te c h 

niques accomplish fo r  o v e rt behav io r, personal documents can do f o r  

su b je c tiv e  experiences. That i s ,  personal documents reveal to  th e  

re sea rch e r l i f e  as i t  was liv ed  w ithout the use o f experimental r e 

search techn iques. A dm ittedly, th e  number o f s itu a tio n s  th a t  can 

be observed in  an experim ental s e t t in g  on a day-to-day b as is  are 

co n sid erab le , w hile personal documents are extremely lim ited  and 

r e la t iv e ly  ra re .  Hence th e  scope o f personal documents fo r  re sea rch  

is  g re a tly  lim ite d . Of equal im portance is  the m atter o f  in te rp re 

ta t io n .

The use o f personal documents has been c r i t ic iz e d  on th e  
grounds th a t  they a re  r a re ly  su ited  fo r  trea tm ent by s t a t i s 
t i c a l  techn iques; th a t  t h e i r  v a l id ity  i s  hard ly  ever beyond 
doubt; th a t  they can be th e  r e s u l t  o f deception o r s e lf -d e 
c e p tio n ; th a t  they  are  su b je c t to  e rro rs  o f  memory and are 
a t  th e  mercy o f passing moods. In ad d itio n , they are  by no 
means easy to  come by.71

While th e  above arguments a re  v a l id ,  i t  should be pointed ou t 

th a t  th e  a p p l ic a b i l i ty  o f  research  technique i s  not determined by 

th e  natu re  o f  th e  d a ta , b u t, in s te a d , by the type o f questions w ith  

which th e  research e r approaches th e  d a ta . This research is  lim ite d

C la ire  S e l i t i z ,  Marie Jahoda, Morton Deutsch, and S tu a r t W. 
Cook, e d . .  Research Methods in  Social R ela tions, rev . ed. (New York: 
H olt, R inehart & W inston, 1951}, p . 327.
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to  the  l i f e  and tim es surrounding a p a r t ic u la r  person.

In any c a se , th e  s tudy  o f  personal documents perm its genera liza tion  

only about th e  l i f e  o f th e  document-producer, not the  population a t  

la rg e . For th i s  reaso n , research  s tu d ie s  are  used in  order to  make 

broader g e n e ra liz a ti  ons.

A f in a l cau tion  i s  in  o rd e r: "H is to rica l s tu d ies  are  b es t 

used fo r  exp lo ra to ry  and d e sc r ip tiv e  ra th e r  than s t a t i s t i c a l  pur

poses; fo r  th e  development o f in s ig h ts  and fo r  i l lu s t r a t io n s  ra th e r

than the  v e r if ic a t io n  o r re fu ta t io n  o f  hypotheses; and in  conjunc-

72
tio n  w ith o th e r  methods r a th e r  than  by them selves." I t  i s  p re

c is e ly  th i s  use th a t  th i s  d is s e r ta t io n  is  w ritten  — a d esc rip tio n  

o f  F. D. Moon, black educator and renowned conmûnitÿ leader.

T ^ Ib id ., p. 330.



CHAPTER I I

GROWING UP IN THE OKLAHOMA TERRITORY

In a small room p e titio n e d  w ith in  the  l ib r a ry  o f Douglass 

High School in  Oklahoma C ity , Oklahoma i s  an a rea  designated  as "The 

F. D. Moon Memorial Book C o lle c tio n ,"  on the  south  wall o f the  small 

room hangs a bronze plaque, d ed ica ted  to  F. D. Moon. Beneath th e  

lik en ess  o f  F. D. Moon, on th e  plaque i s  th i s  t r ib u te :  "In honor

o f Mr. F. D. Moon, P rin c ip a l o f  Douglass High School 1940-1951 —

Who b elieves  th a t  in  o rd er f o r  Negro youth to  have a b e t te r  

ap p rec ia tio n  o f  t h e i r  race , i t  i s  necessary  th a t  they be informed 

concerning ou tstand ing  c u ltu ra l  achievements o f  th e  race . .

The Moon Family 

F. D. M]on' s p a re n ts , Henry Clay and P o ll ie  Twig Moon, mi

g ra ted  to  th e  Oklahoma T e rr i to ry  and homesteaded f i f t y - f i v e  miles 

from where th e  bronze plaque hangs.% They had m igrated to  the 

Oklahoma T e rr i to ry  from Pine B lu ff , A rkansas, th e  home o f th e  

e a r l i e r  genera tions o f  th e  Moon and Twig fa m ilie s .  Both fam ilie s

Tsee th e  F. D. Moon Memorial Book C o lle c tio n , Douglass High 
School, 900 North E aste rn , Oklahoma C ity , Oklahoma.

^F. D. Moon, taped in terv iew  held  Oklahom a.Christian C ollege, 
Living Legend L ib ra ry , Oklahoma C ity , Oklahoma, 11 April 1972.

26
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5
liv ed  in  o r  near th e  area  of Pine B lu ff ,  Arkansas.

Although the  Moons did no t make th e  runs in  the  T e r r i to r ie s ,  

l ik e  many b lacks who had m igrated to  th e  T e rr i to ry  o f  Oklahoma, th ey  

came seeking b e t te r  o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  thanse lves  and th e i r  fam ily. 

Pol l i e  Moon had read o f  th e  new T e rr ito ry  in  th e  Langston City
4

Herold d is tr ib u te d  throughout the  South by i t s  p u b lish e r , Edwin P. 

McCabe.. McCabe described  th e  Oklahoma T e rr ito ry  as a land o f edu

c a t io n a l ,  econominic and p o l i t ic a l  o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  black Ameri-
5

cans, and he became one of th e  le ad ers  to  promote the  p o s s ib i l i t ie s  

o f  Oklahoma as an a l l-b la c k  s ta te .®

^Ibid.

*Ibid.
5

Blacks coming to  Oklahoma and Indian T e r r i to r ie s  during th e  
1890's had come because o f  th e  d e s ire  fo r  a b e t te r  l i f e .  This led  
to  a continued in c rease  in  th e  black popu la tion . Most o f them 
came from th e  South and S ou theast where th e re  were more r e s t r ic 
tio n s  on b lacks than tho se  in  the  newly s e t t le d  land . Gene A ldrich, 
Black H eritage o f Oklahoma (Edmond: Thompson Book Supply Company, 
f9 7 3 ),p . 25.

®The c h ie f  le a d e r  in  th e  movement of making a Negro s ta te  in  
Oklahoma was E. P. McCabe, who had r is e n  to  S ta te  A uditor in  Kansas 
in  1882. M otivated in  p a r t  by th e  R epublican 's re fu sa l to  renomi
n a te  him f o r  o f f ic e ,  McCabe became deeply imbued w ith th e  idea of 
sep ara tio n  o f  the  races and campaigned fo r  an all-N egro  s ta t e .  So 
thoroughly d id  he work th a t  in  1892, th e  year a f t e r  Oklahoma was 
opened to  s e ttle m e n t, th e re  were seven towns in  th e  T e rr ito ry .
Though he f a i l e d  in  h is  dream of a Negro-dominated commonwealth, 
w ith  S en a to rs , Governors, and Congressmen, i t  reached a climax in 
1910. Of th e  tw en ty -five  towns e s tab lish ed  th e  e a r l i e s t  was Lang
ston  1891, th e  most famous Boley 1898. August M eier, Negro Thought 
in  America, 1880-1915 (Michigan: The U niversity  o f  Michigan P ress,
1969), pp. 147, 148.
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These o p p o rtu n itie s  appealed to  P o llie  Moon and she encouraged 

her husband to  move th e  fam ily  to  the  Oklahoma T e r r i to ry .  Henry 

Clay Moon, however, was re lu c ta n t  to  take  such a g ia n t s te p .^  To 

do so , he would have to  leave h is  home and teach ing  p o sitio n  in 

the  common sch o o ls . B esides, th e  Moon fam ily had been among the 

more fo r tu n a te  blacks b e fo re , during and a f te r  th e  C iv il War. For 

example, before  th e  C iv il War Henry Clay Moon's f a th e r ,  Issac  John

son had developed in to  a p h y sica lly  t a l l  strong heavy s e t  m ullatto  

s lav e . I s s a c 's  f a th e r ,  who a lso  was h is  m aster, was only  known to 

him as Mr. Johnson. Mr. Johnson took b e t te r  care o f  Issa c  than most 

o f h is  s la v e s . In a d d itio n , he used Issac  as a s tu d  f o r  young 

healthy  s lav e  women in  o rd e r to  ra is e  f in e  robust s lav es  fo r  h is 

p la n ta tio n , o r  to  s e l l  f o r  gain . L ater Issac  was so ld  to  a Moon 

fam ily , whose name Issa c  took and gave to  h is  w ife M atilda and 

th e i r  fo u r c h ild re n : Henry Clay, Alexander S . ,  Madison, and 

Nannie. Henry Moon's middle name. Clay, had been given him by h is
o

fa th e r  Is sa c  in  honor o f a w hite f r ie n d  he admired.

During th e  C iv il War, many crops and p ro p e r tie s  were de

stroyed  and b a i ls  o f co tto n  were thrown in to  the  r iv e r .  Issac  Moon 

rea lized  th a t  a f t e r  th e  war he would probably have to  become the

^F. D. Moon, taped in te rv iew , 11 April 1972.
O

Ruth Moon, in te rv iew  held 3741 Palm, S t. Louis, M issouri, 6 
January 1977; Irene Moon, in terv iew  held 405 West V ila s , G uthrie, 
Oklahoma, 14 February 1976.
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so le  prov ider fo r  h is  fam ily. With th i s  in  mind, he would w ait un

t i l  n ig h t, take  h is  sons, a la rge  hook a ttached  to  a long rope and 

catch  the f lo a tin g  b a le s  o f cotton in th e  r iv e r .  He managed to  hide 

over twenty bales o f  co tton  which brought a good p r ic e  a f t e r  the  war. 

Using the money from th e  sale  o f  th e  cotton Issac  bought a small 

farm in  the h i l l s  o f Pine B lu ff, Arkansas. There, he ra ise d  co tton , 

a tru ck  garden, p ig s , cows and chickens which he o ften  so ld  in  the
9

market places in  Pine B lu ff.

As time passed, Issac  and M atilda Moon reared  and educated 

t h e i r  fam ily on the earnings o f th e i r  small farm in  Arkansas. One 

son moved away and was never heard from again . L a te r , Nannie moved 

to  L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas, where she liv ed  the remainder o f her l i f e  

w ith her son, Henry McKay, and h is  fam ily . In the  meantime, Henry 

Clay and A lexander's pub lic  school education in  Arkansas was f r u i t 

f u l .  Both Henry Clay and Alexander became public  school teachers 

in  Arkansas. Their re la tio n sh ip  w ith w hites was b a s ic a lly  p o s itiv e . 

This was unusual a f te r  th e  Civil War:

When the  old so c ia l and economic s tru c tu re  f e l l  w ith th e  C ivil 
War, th e  South began the e re c tio n  o f a new s tru c tu re  o f rac ia l 
d iscrim ination  based upon complete ra c ia l  s e p a ra tio n . From 
the Southern view point, i t  was only lo g ica l th a t  th e  old re 
la tio n sh ip  should continue as befo re . Thus, th e  dominant 
whites sought in  every p ossib le  way to  subord inate  and ru le

g
Ruth Moon, in terv iew , 6 January 1977. 

T^lbid.
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thé blacks,^*

While th e se  id eo lo g ies  e x is te d  among southern w hites, Heiify

Moon's b ro th er Alexander Moon, a formé»' s la v e , had served as a court

c le rk . In f a c t ,  a f t e r  A lexander's d ea th , thé PineJluff-Com m ercial

c a rr ie d  the  fo llow ing o b itu a fy :

P rofessor A. S . Moon, age 75, probably one o f  the best knowri 
Negro c i t iz e n s  and educators in  th e  S ta te ,  died a t  5 o 'c lo c k  
a t h is  home, 914 West Third Avenue.

During h is  l i f e .  Moon had probably had one o f the  most un
usual ca ree rs  ever known to  a member of h is  race in  th i s  sec
tio n . He was born in  th i s  county. In 1874 when the Republi
can regime held sway over th i s  s e c tio n , he was e lec ted  to  thé  
o ff ice  o f  County T reasu re r, in  which capacity  he served one 
term. A fter th e  ex p ira tio n  o f h is term as tre a su re r  hé 
served as deputy s h e r i f f  and c o l le c to r  u n ti l  1879. In 18BÔ 
he was e lec ted  Court Clerk and served one term.

P rofessor Moon was the  only  Negro to  serve on the School 
Board and i t  was w hile he was p res id en t o f the  Board, th a t  
he was responsib le  fo r  e s ta b lish in g  th e  G reenville  school, of 
which he was p r in c ip a l u n ti l  h is  d ea th . Moon was highly re 
spected by members o f  h is  own race , and has a host of frien d s  
among th e  w hite people o f  th i s  county.

He is  survived by th re e  c h ild re n , Issac  Moon, Edward C. Moon, 
both o f  th i s  c i t y ,  and Emma Moon o f  Evanston, I l l i n o i s .  He 
is  a lso  survived by h is w ife , Lula Moon, and one s i s t e r ,  Naririy 
McKay o f  L i t t l e  Rock, A rkansas.12

But sep a ra tio n  o f  fam ily l i f e  was n o t new fo r  P o llie  Twig Mod»». 

Her p a re n ts , Sandy and K itty  Twig, were separated  before th e  C iv il 

War when they  were so ld  to  d i f f e re n t  m asters in  M issouri. P r io r  to  th i s

A rthur L. Toison, The.Black Oklahomans H istory: 1541-1972 
{New O rleans: Edwards P rin tin g  Company,19747, p. 124.

12
Pine Bluff. (A rk.) Commercial, 2 à  Ju ly  1922.
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separation  they had one c h i ld ,  Henderson Twig, born in  M issouri.

When K itty  was so ld  to  her new m a ste r , who lived  in  Arkansas, she 

was expecting her second c h ild . Before she reached her new plan

ta tio n  her second c h i ld ,  P o llie  Twig, was born. The b ir th  o f P o llie  

Twig l e f t  K itty  Twig w ith fou r c h i ld re n , two o f th e  ch ild ren  were 

from a previous m arriage. The o ld e s t o f K it ty 's  ch ild ren  was Por

t e r  Brown who grew up to  become a su ccessfu l p la n ta tio n  owner in

Tucker, Arkansas. He l a t e r  became a m in is te r  and pastored  th e  Cen-

13
te r  Chapel C h ris tian  Church in  Tucker.

A fter her sep a ra tio n  from Sandy Twig, K itty  made her home

between Elison and A ltheim er, A rkansas, where she met a Mr. Turner

and th e  two o f  them ra ised  th re e  sons E lija h , Guideth, and Kalip

Turner. P o ll ie  had a s h i f t l e s s  s te p fa th e r ;  hence she had to  help

support her mother and care fo r  th e  o th e r  c h ild re n . Despite her

14
problems, however, P o llie  grew in to  a devout C hris tian  woman.

A fter P o l l i e 's  m arriage to  Henry C. Moon and th e  b ir th  o f  

th e i r  e ig h t ch ild ren  (Issa c  and Vida had died in  in fan cy ), she f e l t  

th a t  Pine B lu ff, A rkansas, was no t th e  b e s t place to  re a r  her 

fam ily. According to  Ruth Moon: "One day something happened in

Pine B luff which d is tu rb ed  P o ll ie  so much she could not stand  th e  

thought o f l iv in g  and bringing  up th e i r  ch ild ren  in  such an

^^Ruth Moon, in te rv iew , 6 January 1977. 

^*Ibid . Also Irene Moon, personal papers.
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atmosphere . . .  A black man was hung in  th e  Court y a rd . That was 

more than P o ll ie  could stand . She thought th e re  must be a b e tte r  

way, somewhere to  educate th e i r  c h i l d r e n . T o  h e r , th e  prospect 

o f ra is in g  c o tto n , corn and general farming in  Oklahoma seemed an 

ideal opportunity .^®

Although Henry Moon had been c rip p le d  sin ce  childhood, when 

a shed f e l l  on him, and the  thought o f farming was not too appeal

in g , he agreed w ith P o ll ie .  They came to  the  Oklahoma T e rrito ry  

in 1892. The Moon fam ily a rriv ed  in  th e  T e rr ito ry  with th e i r  six  

ch ild ren  -  l e t t a ,  Sampson, Henry A lexander, Sandy, M ilton and 

James C lay.^^

During th is  period many a ll  b lack towns were being es tab 

lish e d  in  Oklahoma T e rr ito ry . P o llie  Moon's fundam entalist a t t i 

tude caused her no t to  want to  re a r  her ch ild ren  in  s in fu l towns, 

but in  what she believed  was the  decent and wholesome atmosphere 

o f ru ra l communities. To her towns contaminated p eo p le 's  m orals, 

and she wanted her ch ild ren  reared in  th e  adm iration o f  the

T®Ibid.
^ ® Ib id .,.A lso ,F . D. Moon, taped in te rv ie w , 11 A pril 1972.

The p o s s ib i l i ty  o f co tton  growing in  the southw estern and 
cen tra l p o rtions o f  Oklahoma a t tra c te d  farm ers from Texas, Miss
is s ip p i and Arkansas. Edwin C. McReynolds, Oklahoma: A H istory 
o f th e  Sooner S ta te .  (Horman: U niversity  o f Oklahoma P re ss , 
19641, p . 430.

Irene Moon, personal papers.
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LordJ®

The Moon's homesteaoed on seventy-seven and th re e  fou rth  acres

o f la n d , fo u r m iles south o f a small developing town c a lle d  M ission, 

19
in  Lincoln County. Lincoln County had been added to  Oklahoma 

along w ith Pottawatomie in  1891, and named fo r  Abraham Lincoln. Two 

years  a f t e r  th e  Moon's homesteaded th e i r  farm , the  tow n's name was 

changed from Mission to  F a l l i s ,  Oklahoma, in  honor o f  th e  tow n's 

f i r s t  postm aster. This was a common p ra c tic e  during th e  T e r r i to r 

ia l  days.

The Moon's farm was a f o r e s t  covered area  w ith Blackjack and 

Post-Oak t r e e s .  The land was composed of c lay  and sand. Working 

a lo n e , Henry Moon c lea red  enough land to  bu ild  h is  own log cabin 

and a s tone well fo r  w ater. He a lso  c leared  po rtio n s  o f  the  land 

fo r  farm ing. The farm y ie ld ed  very slowly from th e  very beginning, 

and th e  Moon's su ffe red  p r iv a tio n s . Cotton, along w ith  corn and 

small gardens, were th e  c h ie f  products o f th e  farm , which provided 

food and economical means fo r  th e  f a m i l y .21

■JO

Oklahoma Jo u rn a l, 17 December 1975.

19
Irene Moon, in te rv iew , 14 February 1976.

20
George H. S h irk , Oklahoma Place Names. 2d e d . ,  rev . (Nor

man; U n iversity  o f  Oklahoma P re ss , 1974), pp. 87, 142, 162.

0. Moon, taped in te rv iew , 11 April 1972.

"Because o f d isc rim in a tio n  and th e  sm alle r amount o f economic 
means, th e  blacks were forced to  s e t t l e  on the poorer farm s."
Gene A ld rich , Black H eritage o f  Oklahoma , pp. 28, 29.
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The Early Social Order 

In th e  1890's th e  general social, atm osphere seemed to  r e f l e c t  

th e  U. S. Supreme C o u rt's  d ec isio n s  in th e  S laughter House case 

(1893), th e  Cruikshank case (1876), the c iv i l  r ig h ts  cases (1883), 

and th e  H arrison case (1889). These dec isions n u l l i f ie d  a c ts  seek

ing to  enforce p rov isions o f  th e  13th, 1 4 th , and th e  15th Amendments 

p e r ta in in g  to  c iv i l  r ig h ts  o f  b lacks. In a d d itio n , th e  Court ru led  

th a t  ra c ia l  d isc rim in a tio n  a g a in s t p riva te  persons were m atters fo r

lo ca l s ta te s  to  a d ju d ica te . As a re s u lt  o f  these  ru l in g s ,  th e  door

22
fo r  sep a ra te  bu t equal laws was opened.

^^Arthur L. Toison, The Black Oklahomans H istory : 1541-1972,
p . 58-

The U. S. Supreme Court in  th e  S laugh ter House cases although 
not dealing  d ir e c t ly  w ith b la ck s , ruled th e  14th amendment's p r iv i
leg es  and immunities re fe rre d  only to th e  in h e ren t c h a ra c te r is t ic s  
o f  U. S. C itize n sh ip . The m ino rity  opinion f e l t  th a t  th e  amendment 
ap p lied  to  p r iv ile g e s  and immunities which c i tiz e n s  enjoyed as c i t i 
zens o f  s t a t e s ,  agreeing w ith Congress t h a t  Negroes needed p ro tec
tio n  from h o s t i le  s ta t e  law s.

The Supreme Court in  U. S. v. Cruikshank decided th e  r ig h t  o f  
su ffrag e  is  no t a necessary  a t t r ib u te  o f  national c i t iz e n sh ip  . . . 
th e  r ig h t  to  vote in  th e  S ta te s  comes from the  S ta te s ;  but th e  r ig h t  
o f exemption from p ro h ib itiv e  d iscrim ination  comes from the  U. S.

In the c iv i l  r ig h ts  cases in  1883, th e  Republican dominated 
Supreme Court declared  th e  C iv il Rights Act o f  1875 u n c o n s titu tio n a l. 
I t  ru led  th a t  th e  Acts guarantee o f equal r ig h ts  went beyond th e  
powers granted to  Congress in  th e  Reconstruction Amendments. In  
th i s  y ea r 52 blacks were lynched.

Benjamin H arrison during h is  message to  Congress (1889) was 
th e  f i r s t  P resid en t s in ce  Grant to  claim th a t  the Federal Govern
ment had to  p ro te c t th e  f re e  exerc ise  o f  th e  b a l lo t .  See, P e te r  M. 
Bergman, The Chronological H isto ry  of th e  Negro American (New York: 
The New American L ib rary , 1969), pp. 273, 278, 301.
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I t  was during th a t  time th a t :

The na tio n a l to le ra tio n  of r a c ia l  d isc rim in a tio n  encouraged 
white supremacy in th e  West, including Oklahoma T e rr ito ry  . . 
. . The gensis o f  tro u b le  f o r  blacks in  Oklahoma d a tes  the  
Run o f 1889 and was due in p a r t  to  w hites resentm ent o f  e f 
fo r ts  by black lead ers  to  co lonize masses fo r  th e i r  race  in  
new t e r r i t o r y  . . . local e f f o r t s ,  b e l i t t le d  th e  black plan 
fo r  co lo n iza tio n  and claimed th a t  Oklahoma was not a black 
p a ra d ise .23

Meanwhile, th e  Democrats accused the  Republicnas o f  co lon iz

ing blacks in  the  western Oklahoma coun ties . The P res id en t o f  the 

United S ta te s  had appoin tive powers to  choose the lead ing  t e r r i 

to r ia l  o f f i c i a l s ,  e sp e c ia lly  the governor; and the governor was

bound by oath to  p ro te c t th e  c o n s titu tio n a l r ig h ts  o f  a l l  persons

24
regard less  o f  c o lo r .  In 1892, in te n s iv e  ra c ia l d isc rim in a tio n

was perceivable  in  the South, North and the  Twin T e r r i to r ie s  as 

25
w ell. In the  T e r r i to r ie s  o f Oklahoma, blacks were run ou t of 

Lexington. Governor Abraham Jeffe rso n  Seay in te rced ed , in d ic tin g

Z ^ Ib id ., pp. 60-61. 

Z ^ Ib id ., pp. 61-62. 

Z ^ Ib id ., p . 62.

In 1892, P lessy , a c i t iz e n  o f  Louisiana . . . boarded a t r a in  
from New Orleans to  Covington in th e  same s t a t e .  The conductor 
ordered him out o f  the ca r fo r  w hite passengers and to  s i t  in  the  
Negro c a r . When Plessy refused  to  obey the  o rd e r, he was fo rc ib ly  
ja i le d  by a policeman and convicted o f v io la tin g  a s ta t e  s ta tu te  
o f Ju ly  10, 1890, which requ ired  sep a ra te  accommodations fo r  w hite 
and colored passengers on ra i l ro a d s . . . .P le s s y  f i l e d  a demurrer 
ag a in st Ferguson, Judge o f Criminal D is tr ic t  Court. P lessy appealed 
on w rit o f e r ro r  when r e l i e f  was denied him in  the s ta t e  co u rt. See 
Paul C. Bartholomew, Summaries of Leading Cases on th e  C o n s titu tio n , 
5th ed. (Tatown: L i t t l e f i e l d ,  Adams Company, 1965), pp. 230, 231.
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and prosecu ting  th e  mob. By 1893 th e re  were no blacks in  B lackw ell,

and Governor W illiam Carey Renfrew had to  c u r ta i l  th e  m olesting  o f

b lacks in  Ponca City.^®

In 1894, although ra c ia l  segregation  and d isc rim in a tio n  were

q u ite  ev iden t throughout most o f  th e  T e rr i to ry , the  Moons continued

to  c u l t iv a te  th e i r  farm and managed to  s te e r  th e i r  fam ily  away from

areas  where th e se  cond itions were most prom inent. On June 10, 1894,

Irene Moon was th e  f i r s t  ch ild  to  be born in  the  Moon's log  cab in .

27
The Moons then had seven c h ild re n .

I t  should be noted th a t  during the  next two years  a f t e r  th e

b ir th  o f  Ire n e , unrem itting  r a c ia l  d isc rim in a tio n  occurred a g a in s t

b lacks throughout th e  South, and to  a le s s e r  ex ten t in  th e  North as

w e ll. Likew ise, th e re  was an in te n s if ic a t io n  o f a tta c k s  on blacks

in  th e  Twin T e r r i to r ie s  which culminated in  v io lence in  1896. Some

28
persons from Lincoln County were among those involved.

I t  was rep o rted  th a t :

W hitecappers a re  expelling  Negroes from th e  southern p a r t  o f  
th i s  t e r r i t o r y .  Not a co lored  re s id e n t remains in  Norman.
Last n ig h t e ig h t w hitecappers whipped an old Lincoln County 
Negro and h is  two sons and ordered th e  th ree  out o f th e  county. 
The same aggregation  o f w hitecappers numbering about a dozen, 
warned a w hite  man named S co tt with many Negro te n a n ts  th a t

p. 62.

27

A rthur L. Toison, The Black Oklahomans H isto ry : 1541-1972,

Irene Moon, in te rv iew , 14 February 1976.

28

p. 62.
^^Arthur L. Toison, The Black Oklahomans H isto ry : 1541-1972,
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a l l  th e  l a t t e r  must le a v e . The same work is  going on exten
s iv e ly .  29

A io ther rep o rt s ta te d :

In the  southern po rtio n  o f  Oklahoma T e rr i to ry , w hitecappers 
a re  running Negroes out o f  th e  county. In the town of Nor
man, w ith a population  o f  2 ,000, n o t one Negro rem ains, and 
th e  in h a b itan ts  w ill not allow one to  spend th e  n ig h t th e re .

F u rth e r , i t  should be noted th a t  i t  was during th i s  y ea r of 

ra c ia l  v io lence in  th e  T e r r i to r ie s  th a t  th e  Supreme Court handed 

down the  f in a l  dec ision  on the  P lessy c a se , which by dictum was to  

a f f e c t  th e  Oklahoma T e r r i to r ie s .  In answering the  q u e s tio n . Does 

th e  Louisiana s ta tu te  providing equal b u t sep ara te  ra ilw ay  c a r r i 

ages fo r  w hites and colored v io la te  th e  T h irteen th  and Fourteenth 

Amendments? The Supreme Court reasoned:

No, the  ob ject o f the law is  to  ensure abso lu te  e q u a lity  o f 
both races before the law. However, th i s  is  a p o l i t i c a l  
e q u a lity  not a soc ia l e q u a lity . The case hinges i t s e l f  on 
th e  question o f  whether o r  not t h i s  is  a reasonab le regu la
t io n .  Thus, e s ta b lish e d  usage, custom s, and t r a d i t i o n s ,  as 
w ell as the p reserv a tio n  o f p u b lic  peace and good o rd er must 
be considered . Gauged by th is  s ta n d a rd , sep a ra te  pub lic  
conveyances a re  no t unreasonable nor con tra ry  to  th e  Four
te en th  Amendment. I f  th e  colored race assumes th a t  th i s  
sep ara tio n  makes them in f e r io r ,  i t  i s  no t by reason  o f the  
a c t .  I f  the  c iv i l  and p o l i t ic a l  r ig h ts  o f both race s  be 
eq u a l, th a t  i s  s u f f ic ie n t  . . ..T he C o n stitu tio n  cannot put 
them on the same plane s o c ia l ly .31

00
Indian C h ie f ta in . 24 September 1896, in A rthur L. Toison, 

The Black Oklahomans H isto ry : 1541-1972, p. 62.

30
K ingfisher Free P ress , 24 September 1895, in  A rthur L. 

Toison, The Black Oklahomans H isto ry : 1541-1972. p. 62

31
Paul C. Bartholomew, Summaries o f  Leading Cases on th e  Con

s t i t u t i o n , p. 231.
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I t  was w ithin th i s  atmosphere o f  p o l i t i c a l ,  socia l and le g a l 

turm oil th a t  on May 4 , 1896 F rederick  Douglass Moon, the  second 

c h ild , was born in the  log cabin home o f th e  Moons. He was the  

seventh boy and te n th  c h i ld  to  be born to  Henry and P o llie  Moon.

The ch ild  was named in honor o f  a black a b o l i t io n is t  and p u b lish e r
Op

o f the North S ta r . F rederick  Douglass' newspaper had the  avowed 

purpose o f  opposing s la v e ry  "in  a l l  o f  i t s  forms" and to  promote 

the  moral and in te l le c tu a l  improvement o f b lack A m e r i c a n s . 3 3

Between 1897 and 1901 th e  so c ia l o rder o f  the T e r r i to r ie s  r e 

mained vocally  te n se . Blacks were being molested and expelled  

throughout the  T e r r i to r ie s .  Whitecaps warned blacks to  leave Davis 

(in  the Indian T e r r i to ry )  and Tecumseh in 1897. F ailu re  to  do so 

would mean bodily  harm. In 1897 Governor Cassius McDonald Barns 

took ac tio n  to  p ro te c t b lacks th a t  were being run out of Pottaw ato

mie C o u n t y . B y  1901 Lincoln County A c tiv it ie s  prompted one e d i to r  

to  c r i t i c i z e  Governor W illiam M ille r Jenkins:

. . . here in the  tw en tie th  century  o f  our Lord 1901, the Ne
groes are being sh o t on every hand; shot and driven ou t of 
S troud , Lincoln County; shot and driven out of Chandler, 
Lincoln County r ig h t  here w ith in  43 m iles o f Governor's o f f ic e ,  
alm ost under th e  dome o f the C ap ita l. All th is  have happened 
w ith in  30 days in  th e  confines o f Oklahoma, in  proud America, 
and not

^^F. D. Moon, taped in te rv iew , 11 April 1972.

S^Louie Robinson, "The Black P ress: Voice o f Freedon," 
Ebony, August 1975, P 56.

S^Arthur L. T oison, The Black Oklahomans H istory: 1541- 
1972. pp. 62-63.
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a word o f  condemnation have reached th e  p ub lic  ea r from h is  
Excellency. Again on September 27, 1901, a t  Pond Creek, 3 
men w ith W inchesters sho t 15 shots in to  a poor defen se less  
woman's house wounding o r  k il l in g  her ch ild ren  fo r  no reason , 
only th a t  they are  Negroes. Now the outlaws a t  Hobart have 
passed a ru le  th a t  no Negro will be allow ed in  th a t  town.
Now w ill Governor Jenkins allow such outlawed people to  in 
co rpora te  a town to  b e t te r  enable them to  carry  o u t th e i r  
h e l l is h  d e s ire s .  W e'll w a it .35

From 1904 to  1907, as th e  T e r r i to r ie s  advanced toward s t a t e 

hood, d isp u tes  arose in  H oldenville  over th e  use o f a lo c a l hotel 

to  be erec ted  fo r  blacks by w hite merchants who had su ffe re d  f i 

nancial lo s s  because blacks were not allowed to  s ta y  overn igh t to  

tra d e . In Claremore, w ith in  the  Indian T e r r i to ry ,  a b lack  man 

was wounded as s t r i f e  a rose  when whites t r i e d  to  run two blacks

out o f town and no tices  were posted f o r  b lacks to  vacate th e  com-

36
munity in  tw enty-four hours.

Meanwhile, P o llie  Moon did not lo se  her f a i th  as a C h ris tia n . 

She believed  and had hope th a t  conditions would change. According 

to  P. D. Moon, "You had to  have 'g rea t hope' to  l iv e  in  th a t  

country .

Early Childhood o f F. D. Moon 

Not only was P o llie  Moon a woman of g re a t hope fo r  her fam ily .

^^Oklahoma Guide, 3 October 1901, in  A rthur L. T oison, The
Black Oklahomans H istory : 1541-1972, p . 6.4.

p. 68.
^^Arthur L. Toi son. The Black Oklahomans H isto ry ; 1541-1972,

^^F. D. Moon, taped in te rv iew , 11 A pril 1972.
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she was a lso  a very healthy  woman. Together she and Henry Moon, 

along with th e i r  c h ild re n , worked th e i r  farm. Sometimes they were 

ab le  to  farm sev en ty -fiv e  acres o f co tto n . Often the crops were 

alm ost complete f a i lu r e s  but she would go by wagon in to  Carney, 

Northwestern Lincoln County, to  th e  market p lace  to  s e l l  vegetables 

in  o rder to  help provide fo r  her fam ily . According to  F. D. Moon, 

"We got by. We were poor people but we d id n 't  worry about i t .  We 

had more to  ea t than we needed, a few c lo th e s , and fun as  well as 

work.

As fo r  fun , Irene Moon s ta te s :

Fred {F. D. Moon) was very obedient but m ischievous as a 
c h ild . He o fte n  teased  members o f  h is  fam ily . He e sp e c ia lly  
liked  to  te a se  h is  f a th e r ,  a l l  o f us d id . One tim e before 
d inner Fred had made i t  up w ith us th a t  a f t e r  papa asked th e  
b le ss in g , we ch ild ren  would a l l  ask papa to  pass th e  b is c u its  
and pass th e  syrup a l l  a t  the  same tim e. Of course th is  was 
to  upset papa. W ell, we did j u s t  as Fred asked. Papa became 
so d isgusted  he went o u ts id e  to  g e t something to  whip us w ith . 
Fred grabbed h is  p la te  and ran from the  ta b le  to  th e  log 
house. He c a lle d  h im self having f u n . "

Though Henry Moon d id  not have as g re a t an in flu en ce  on h is

ch ild ren  as P o llie  Moon in  a re lig io u s  a sp ec t, he was nonetheless

in f lu e n tia l  in  shaping th e i r  moral va lues. According to  P. D.

Moon:

He was a clean  gentlem an, a man o f good c h a ra c te r . One th ing  
my fa th e r  d id  th a t  impressed me a l l  my l i f e  — he always s a id ,  
'My word i s  my bond.' I would always t e l l  ch ild ren  in  schoo l.

38

39

Ib id .

Irene Moon, in te rv iew , 14 February 1976.
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i f  you ge t me to  make a prom ise, I d o n 't  make them so f r e e ly ,  
bu t, once you get me to  make one, you can go to  s leep  on i t .  
r n  keep those I m a k e . 40

Travel during the  ea rly  childhood o f F. D. Moon included sh o rt

t r i p s ,  the reason being th a t :

Ones method o f  tra v e l in  those days was e i th e r  by wagon, o r 
horse and buggy. I 'd  go to  Carney which was about 3 -1 /2  m iles 
northwest and Fall i s ,  which was th e  Post O ffice sou th . This 
was p re t ty  much the  range. Once in  a w hile I did g e t to  
W ellston, which was 11 m iles away.^*

P o ll ie  Moon saw to  i t  th a t  her ch ild ren  always attended church 

and Sunday School. Every Sunday she would tak e  them 2-1 /4  m iles by 

wagon to G reat Hope B ap tis t Church, whether i t  was h o t, cold o r 

ra in in g .

I f  i t  ra ined  on Sunday morning i t  was understood we would 
have Sunday school and church. I f  i t  c leared  o f f  we'd come 
on Sunday afte rnoon . I remember when i t  was rea l co ld , sh e 'd  
take us in  the  back o f th e  wagon covered with what was c a lle d  
com forters, a kind o f a heavy q u i l t ,  to  p ro tec t u s , bu t we 
went to  church f a i t h f u l ly .42

Often she would heat stones and place them by the  c h ild re n 's  

f e e t  in  th e  wagon to  help keep them warm. She would ca rry  dry kin

d lin g  and wood to  heat th e  church. U sually th e  Moons were the  

f i r s t  to  a r r iv e .  The Great Hope B a p tis t Sunday school was organ

ized  by P o llie  Moon and Mrs. G. E. Boydwater in  approxim ately 1893. 

The church was once known as th e  cen te r  o f  th e  Great N ortheastern

An
F. D. Moo% taped in te rv iew , 11 A pril 1972. 

^ h b id .

42lbid.
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D is t r ic t  A ssociation . P o llie  Moon served as th e  teach er o f  the p r i 

mary and in term ed iate  c la s s e s . All seven boys and two g i r l s  o f th e  

Moon fam ily were in  re g u la r  attendance o f  a l l  church s e rv ic e s .

We learned  our a lphabets in Sunday school before we were old 
enough to  a tten d  p u b lic  school. This spark  o f  love fo r  Jesus 
C h ris t, was kindled and grew through an e s ta b lish e d  a l t e r  o f 
prayers in  our home. Her d e s ire  was to  t r a i n ,  to  r e a r  and to  
educate her ch ild ren  fo r  re lig io u s  se rv ic e  th a t  they  may be 

‘ beacon l i g h t s .44

P o llie  became a m issionary throughout th e  Oklahoma T e rrito ry .

She a lso  was p re s id e n t o f  th e  Oklahoma B a p tis t Women's Convention,

and the o rgan izer of the N ortheast D is t r ic t  A ssociation  fo r  the

Women's Convention (which s t i l l  e x is t s ) .* ^

The language o f  Proverbs, 22 :6 , 'Train a c h ild  in the  way he

should go and when he is  old he w ill not d e p a rt from i t , "  was domi

nan t in  P o llie  Moon's mind. She in fluenced  h e r ch ild ren  to  follow

somewhat in  her fo o ts te p s ,  and to  b e liev e  in  th e  C h ris tian  way, as

she o ften  put i t ,  "In the  f e a r  and adm onition fo r  the  Lord."^®

While she d id  not know how every th ing  would come o u t, she believed

in  God and had f a i th  th a t  every th ing  would be a l l  r ig h t .  P o llie  was

a s t r i c t  d is c ip lin a r ia n  and d id  no t o v erindu lge  her ch ild ren .

She required  th e i r  obedience.

* ^ Ie t ta  Moon, "Mother o f  M others," Black D ispatch, 7 March
1929.

44%bid.

D. Moon, taped in te rv iew , 11 A pril 1972.

^ ^ le t ta  Moon, "M other o f  M others," Black D ispatch, 7 March
1929.
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Some o f  the  b lacks in  Lincoln County, and neighboring 

coun ties  held to  the  o ld  idea th a t  a farm er did no t need a formal 

education . Many blacks kept th e i r  ch ild ren  home to  work in  the 

f ie ld s  in s te ad  of a tten d in g  shcool. P o l l ie  Moon, on the o the r hand, 

was s tro n g ly  committed to  the  idea o f education fo r  her c h ild re n , 

even though her own education was lim ite d  to  the fourth  grade.

47p.D. Moon, taped  in te rv iew , 11 A pril 1972. See Gene Aid- 
r ic h ,  Black H eritage o f  Oklahoma, p . 35.

Of



CHAPTER I I I

F. D. MOON'S COMMON SCHOOL EDUCATION

P rio r  to  th e  tim e P. D. Moon en tered  the p u b lic  sch o o ls , th e

T e r r i to r ia l  schools were tak ing  on the  tren d  implied by the  P lessy

case o f  1896. For example, the  s ta tu s  o f  black education in  the

Oklahoma T e rr i to ry  had been e s tab lish ed  by County op tion  extended

by th e  f i r s t  T e r r i to r ia l  L eg isla tu re  in  1890. Between 1890 and

1901 se p a ra te  schools were designated by choice in the counties

with w hite m a jo r it ie s .  Furthermore, i t  was unlawful f o r  a white

ch ild  to  a tte n d  a black school and a black child to  a ttend  a white

school. In a d d itio n , the  school d i s t r i c t  was held responsib le  fo r

providing a school fo r  blacks i f  as many as eight b lack  ch ild ren

liv ed  in a  school d i s t r i c t .  There were pen a ltie s  f o r  teach e rs
1

teaching s tu d e n ts  o f  th e  opposite race .

Chester School

In 1902, a t  th e  age o f  s ix ,  F. D. Moon began h is academic edu

ca tio n  a t  th e  C hester School, designated a common school because i t  

only con tained  th e  f i r s t  e ig h t grades. The school had been es tab 

lish e d  on th e  p roperty  o f  th e  Reverend Charles C. C heste r, a black

See, Gene A ld rich , Black H eritage o f Oklahoma (Edmond: Thomp
son Book Supply Company, 1973), pp. 36-37. Also, Kaye M. T e a ll,  Black 
H istory in  Oklahoma: A Resource Book (Oklahoma City: Oklahoma Public 
Schools, T i t l e  I I I  ESEA, 1971), p. 185.

44
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m in is te r , who had m igrated to  th e  T e rrito ry  from Tennessee and s e t 

t le d  in  Fall i s ,  Oklahoma. According to  Lincoln C hester:

C hester School was an a l l  black school. I t  had one room, and 
was b u i l t  to  accommodate about fo r ty  c h ild ren . Sometimes i t  
was used as a church during n igh ts  and weekends. The se a ts  
were made o f wooden benches, and the  f lo o r  was o f lumber.
For heating  purposes the county had furn ished  wood to  burn In 
a p o t-b e lly  s to v e .2

When F. D. entered the  Chester School, i t s  school y e a r  was 

not more than s ix  months. This was due in  p a r t  to  the  co tton  sea

son. Children o f  th a t  a rea  were expected to  help pick th e  crops. 

L a te r, th e  school year was extended to  seven months. Whatever th e  

length o f th e  school term , P o llie  and Henry Moon saw to  i t  th a t  each 

ch ild  a ttended  the  fu l l  time i t  was in se ss io n . However, when the  

cotton season came F. D. Moon was expected to  pick cotton in  the

2
F. D. Moon, taped in terv iew  held Oklahoma C hristian  C ollege, 

Living Legend L ibrary , Oklahoma C ity , Oklahoma, 11 April 1972. A lso, 
Lincoln C hester, in terv iew  held 4835 S. Crenshaw Boulevard, Apartment 
1 , Los Angeles, C a lifo rn ia , 8 March 1977.

The common schools have been defined in  many ways. They were 
u su a lly  elem entary , and devoted to  the  c u ltiv a tio n  o f l i te r a c y  and 
c it iz e n sh ip . The program of the common schools combined th e  s k i l l s  
o f  read ing , w ritin g , and a r ith m e tic . These predecessors o f  th e  con
temporary pub lic  school educated both black and m ajo rity  people to  
carry  ou t th e  d u tie s  and p r iv ile g e s  of l i f e  in  a rep u b lic . In th i s  
way, th e  conmon schools helped to  weld a democracy th a t  encompassed 
many people o f  various re l ig io u s ,  e th n ic , and socia l backgrounds.

During the  n ineteen th  century  and the westward m igration o f 
hom esteaders, common schools were e s tab lish ed  in many o f  th e  new 
se ttlem en ts . As ea rly  as 1827 th e  S ta te  o f M assachusetts made the  
to ta l  support o f schools by ta x a tio n  compulsory. Other s ta te s  
followed g radually  but th e  trend  did not develop in  the  South and 
i t s  bordering s ta te s  u n ti l  the R econstruction period a f t e r  the C ivil 
War. See, Gerald Gutek, An H is to rica l In troduction  to  American Ed
u ca tio n , ed . James C. Stone (New York: ihomas Y. urowe11 company,
1970), pp. 49-50.
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evenings and weekends along w ith th e  r e s t  o f  th e  fam ily . In addi

t io n  to  picking co tton  during th e  season, he was requ ired  each day 

to  help with o th e r  chores a f t e r  school: "milking th e  cows, cu t

tin g  wood, gathering  w ater from th e  stone w e ll ,  and o th e r  chores
3

th a t  had to  be done in  ru ra l fam ily  l iv in g ."

Between 1902 and 1912, F. D. Moon's teachers  were Mary Over

s t r e e t  o f G u th rie , th e  Reverend S. A. Clark o f Pall i s .  M yrtle Green

wood o f  G uthrie, Theodoshia Jones o f G u th rie , and a Mr. G ibbs.^ To 

th e se  teachers he gave s t r i c t  obedience, a t r a i t  i n s t i l l e d  in  him 

by h is  mother. Irene Moon r e c a l l s :

Fred was a l ig h t  skinned person. His se a t a t  th e  school was 
next to  th e  s to v e . One day the  f i r e  in  the old p o t-b e lly  
stove got too h o t, and Fred began to  tw is t  and tu rn , and 
wanted to  move. But Reverend Clarke to ld  him not to  move, 
so he stayed  th e re .  F in a lly , one o f  h is  s i s t e r s  c o u ld n 't  
take i t  any longer and went over and moved him from near th e  
stove. A fter she did th a t ,  he l e f t  and went home, but h is  
fa th e r  brought him back . . ..He was always obed ien t l ik e  
th a t  to  h is  te ach e rs .^

Even though the paren ts and teach ers  worked to g e th e r  to  pro

vide wholesome a c t iv i t i e s  fo r  th e  s tuden ts  a t  th e  C hester schoo l, 

most o f  the planning was done by th e  te a c h e rs . Many weekends were 

f i l l e d  with baseball games w ith th e  se p a ra te  schools in Bethleham, 

s ix  m iles from F a l l i s ,  Dudley, seven m iles away; Shiloh and L uther,

^F. D. Moon, taped  in te rv iew , 11 A pril 1972.

^Lincoln C h es te r, in te rv iew , 8 March 1977.

^Irene Moon, in te rv iew  held 405 West V ila s , G uthrie , Oklahoma, 
14 February 1976.
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approxim ately ten  m iles away. Parents would ca rry  th e i r  ch ild ren  

on horseback, in  wagons o r  buggies to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  th ese  a c t iv i 

tie s .®

F. D. Moon developed l i fe lo n g  frien d sh ip s  w ith h is  peers a t 

th e  Chester School: W illie  Crumble, W illie  B urgins, Johnny A rthur, 

B ertha Broston, and two sons o f  th e  Reverend C hester, Lewis and 

Lincoln. These fr ie n d s  considered  F. D. Moon the sc h o o l's  b es t 

baseball c a tc h e r . Lincoln C hester rem inisced: "Fred and I played 

baseball to g e th e r a t  C hester School. We won q u ite  a few baseball 

games to g e th e r, to o . He was th e  ca tch e r and I was the  p itc h e r .

We worked well to g e th e r . We a l l  thought he was th e  b es t c a tch e r 

th e re  was."^

F. D. was a p r o l i f i c  speaker. Irene Moon remembers: "Many 

tim es Fred amused h is  fam ily  and fr ien d s  by mimicking h is teachers  

and th e  m in is te r  of h is  church. He would ga ther l i t t l e  s tic k s  and 

s e t  them around l ik e  people and give long ta lk s  to  them, m ostly
g

about what he learned  in  Sunday School."

In 1907 a drought h i t  th e  Oklahoma T e rr i to ry . Many crops 

f a i l e d .  The Moon's worked even h arder, but th e  ra in s  did not come

^Lincoln C hester, in te rv ie w , 8 March 1977.

? Ib id .

®Irene Moon, in te rv iew  held 405 West V ila s , G u th rie , Oklahoma,
11 April 1976.
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u n ti l  1911.^ Even though F. D. and h is "pal bro ther" E. C. Moon had

to  work, they  s t i l l  were ab le to  complete th e i r  assignments a t  th e

Chester School

By 1912 F. D. Moon f in ish e d  the  eighth  grade. His in te r e s t  

turned to  a high school ed u ca tio n , but th e re  was no high school near 

h is home. F. D. re c a lle d :  "There was no high school in  the commun

i ty  where I l iv e d . That was p r e t ty  general a t  th a t tim e; th e re  

w eren 't very many fo r  w hites and p ra c t ic a l ly  none fo r  b l a c k s . I n  

f a c t ,  during th i s  p e rio d , th e re  was not much concern fo r  educating 

black c h ild ren  beyond th e  e igh th  grade. I t  w asn 't u n ti l  several 

y ears  l a t e r  th a t  m inority  schools began adding high school su b jec ts . 

A fter th e  opening o f th e  Colored A g ricu ltu ra l and Normal U niversity

in Langston, Oklahoma (CA&NU), many black youngsters received a

12
high school education th e re .

Oklahoma had provided f iv e  pub lic  high schools fo r  blacks from

1891 to  1912: The Manual T rain ing  High School in  Muskogee, Boley

Earl Schewckhard, "Vocational A gricu ltu re  in Oklahoma," in H. 
L. F itz p a tr ic k ,  e d . ,  Oklahoma Almanac, Golden, ed. (Norman: Okla
homa Almanac, 1957), p . 317.

^^Irene Moon, in te rv iew , 11 April 1976.

F. D. and E. C. Moon were considered "pal b ro thers"  because 
they  were always to g e th e r in  work, p lay  and school. Whatever F. D. 
to ld  E. C. to  do he would always do i t .  Ib id .

T^F. D. Moon, taped in te rv iew , 11 April 1972.

^^Kaye M. T e a ll ,  Black H isto ry  in Oklahoma: A Resource Book, 
p. 185.
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Public High School, Oklahoma C ity Public High School, Tulsa Public 

High School, Faver High School, in  G uthrie , and th e  Colored Agri

c u ltu ra l and Normal U n iversity  (CA&NU)

Even though F. D. wanted to  a ttend  high school, th e re  were 

two main fa c to rs  which made i t  u n lik e ly  th a t  he would. F i r s t ,  w ith 

a fam ily  o f  n ine ch ild ren  to  provide fo r  and lim ited f in a n c e s ,

Henry Moon was r e lu c ta n t  to  undertake th e  added f in a n c ia l responsi

b i l i ty .^ ^  Second, due to  the long drouth between 1909 and 1911, 

the Moons had w itnessed crop f a i lu re s  which necessita ted  borrowing 

four hundred d o l la r s  a t  th e  beginning o f  F. D .'s e ig h th  grade school 

year (1911) in  o rd er to  buy seeds and equipment to  p lan t a y e a rly  

crop. By the end o f 1912 the fam ily had grossed on ly  twenty-two 

d o lla rs  in  p r o f i t .  Consequently, po rtions o f the farm land  had to  

be leased  to  o th e r  farms in  an attem pt to  recoup some o f the  fami

ly 's  lo s se s . C le a rly , no funds were av a ilab le  fo r  F. D .'s  room and

15
board, an expense necessary  to  a ttend  schools away from home.

But P o llie  Moon s t i l l  had hope and f e l t  th e  Lord would p rov ide .

She s tro n g ly  encouraged Henry Moon to  send F. D. and E. C. Moon to  

the Colored and Normal U niversity  in  Langston. She d id  no t have a

T3u.S. Department o f  I n te r io r ,  Bureau of Education, Negro Education: 
A Study o f the P riv a te  and Higher Schools fo r  Colored People in  th e  
United S ta te s . 38 (Washington, D. C.-: Government P rin tin g  O ffice ,
1917), pp. 464, 468, 469. ' -

^*F. D. Moon, taped in te rv iew , 11 A pril 1972.

Irene Moon, in te rv iew , 11 April 1976.
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d i f f i c u l t  time convincing her husband. His experiences as a former 

teach e r  in Arkansas had impressed upon him th e  importance o f  educa

t io n  f o r  black you ths .  Without knowing how t h e i r  paren ts  could 

he lp ,  F. D. and h is  b ro th e r  were enrolled  in the high school a t  

CA&NU.1*

The Colored A gricu ltura l and Normal 
U nivers ity  in Langston, Oklahoma

The town o f  Langston, Oklahoma and the  lo c a tio n  of CA&NU i s :

about twelve miles n o r th ea s t  of G uthrie, Oklahoma's f i r s t  
S ta te  C ap ito l,  in  Logan County; and about f o r ty  m iles  no rth 
e a s t  of Oklahoma C ity ,  th e  present cap i ta l  o f  the s t a t e .  I t  
was founded and planned in 1890 by Edwin P. McCabe on a t r a c t  
o f  land owned by Charles N. Robbins, a white c i t i z e n  o f  Guth
r i e .  The town was named f o r  John M. Langston, a Negro educa
to r  and p o l i t i c i a n ,  from V irg in ia . For some time . . . a f t e r  
the  town s i t e  was p la t te d  . . .  the town grew and th r iv e d  .
. . the population a t  one time exceeding 2 ,000 ..  . . Many 
d r i f t e d  to  o the r  towns in  search of employment reducing the 
number o f  re s id e n ts  to  le s s  than 1,000.

In 1897, however, th e re  was a revival o f  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  town 
caused.by the  passage o f  a b i l l  by the S ta te  L eg is la tu re  
c rea ting  a S ta te  educational in s t i tu t i o n  fo r  Negroes to  be 
known as th e  Colored A gricu ltura l and Normal U n ivers ity  o f  
Oklahoma and lo c a t in g  i t  on 40 acres o f  land adjourning the  
town o f L angs ton . '/

CA&NU‘s f in a n c ia l  support was by s t a t e  appropria tions  and fed

era l funds as designated  by th e  Morrill Act o f  1890, and the  Nelson 

Amendment o f  1907 fo r  a g r ic u l tu ra l  and mechanical education . The

p. 169.

^®F. D. Moon, taped in terv iew , 11 April 1972.

^^Kaye M. T e a l l ,  Black History  in Oklahoma: A Resource Book,
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in s t i tu t i o n  was one of th e  seventeen separa te  land-gran t i n s t i t u 

tions  f o r  b lacks ,  so designated  because pub lic  lands were granted

18
to  the  s t a t e  fo r  th e i r  es tab lishm ent o r  support.

In 1912 F. D. and E. C. Moon came to enro ll in  CA&NU, a r r iv 

ing in  a wagon drawn by two horses and driven by t h e i r  f a th e r .  They 

had trav e led  s ix teen  miles from t h e i r  home to  the  school through 

near in to le ra b le  roads. F. D. Moon en ro lled  in  the nin th  grade and

E. C. en ro lled  in  the e igh th  grade. l e t t a  and Irene Moon were pre

viously in  attendance before and since 1910, re sp ec t iv e ly .  Inman E.

19
Page was s t i l l  p res iden t o f  th e  school.

Under the  guidance and d i re c t io n  of Inman Page, the re  were

fo r ty - fo u r  Oklahoma counties  represen ted  w ith in  the student body o f

CA&NU. There were e ig h t  departments w ith in  the school: a g r i c u l tu r a l ,

mechanical, home economics, normal, commercial, elementary, co llege

20
prepara to ry , c o l le g ia te ,  musical and n u r s e s 's  t r a in in g .  In 1912 

the s t a t e  appropria tion  f o r  CA&NU was $36,000, federal funds to ta le d  

$10,000, and non-educational r e c e ip ts  were $18,327, o f  which $17,550 

were from the  Boarding Department. The sch o o l 's  land was estimated 

to  be worth $16,000. The school s i t e  comprised 320 acres o f  land .

18
The Enclyclopedia Americana, 1959 e d . ,  s .v .  "Land Grant 

Colleges'?'
19

Irene Moon, in te rv iew , 14 February 1976.
20

Oklahoma, F if th  Biennial Report of the  S ta te  Superintendent 
o f  Public In s t ru c t io n s ,  1914, p. 88.
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200 acres of which were under c u l t iv a t io n .  There were s ix  school

buildings and a barn . The main build ing  containing o f f i c e s ,  c la s s 

rooms, in s t ru c t io n a l  la b o ra to r ie s  and an assembly room, was con

s truc ted  of p re ssed -b r ick .

No tu i t io n  was charged a t  CA&NU. Students fourteen  years  o f  

age were admitted i f  they provided evidence of good moral ch a rac te r .  

They could secure board, f u e l ,  l ig h ts  and furnished rooms fo r  s ix  

d o lla rs  but were expected to  furn ish  t h e i r  own bed c lo th ing  and 

te x t  books. For a d o l l a r  ex tra  per month students could have t h e i r

laundry done, otherwise arrangements were made fo r  s tuden ts  to  do

22
t h e i r  own. Irene Moon s t a t e s :  "There were s ix  d o l l a r  ta b le s  

and e igh t d o l l a r  t a b le s .  Students who a te  a t  the e ig h t  d o l l a r  ta b 

les  had a specia l w a ite r .  The food was th e  same. Only s tuden ts

who were working t h e i r  way through th e  U niversity  a te  a t  the  s ix

23
d o l la r  t a b le s .  Fred a te  a t  the  s ix  d o l l a r  ta b le .

Like many o f  th e  s tuden ts  of CA&NU, F. D. Moon did not possess 

money or much c lo th ing  so he had to  work. According to  F. D.:

Langston in  e a r l i e r  y e a r s ,  had s tuden ts  who had to  work. Then

Z^U.S. Department o f  I n te r io r ,  Bureau of Education, Negro Education:
A Study o f  th e  P r iv a te  and Higher Schools fo r  Colored People in  the
United S ta te s , p. 465.

22
F if th  Biennial Report o f  the T e r r i to r i a l  Superintendent o f

Public In s tru c tio n s  o f  th e  T e rr i to ry  o f  Oklahoma, fo r  two years  be
ginning 1 Ju ly  1899 ending 30 June 1900, p. 87.

23
Irene Moon, in te rv iew , 14 February 1976.
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th e re  were those  who were w e ll- to -d o ,  could change s u i t s  f r e 
quently  and d ress  w e l l .  But my mother had to ld  me when we 
(E. C. and I)  went t h e r e ,  because we were poor, th a t  c lo th es  
d o n 't  make a man and I accepted i t .  We had two old people 
over us in our dormitory who, in  my opinion, shou ldn 't  have 
been the re  because they  would make remarks about s tudents  who 
c o u ld n 't  d ress  w e ll ,  c a l led  you poor ragged rounders used to  
s leep ing  in  a dug-out. My mother had to ld  me, 'Fred, c lo thes  
d o n ' t  make a man' and I j u s t  accepted t h a t ,  so i t  d i d n ' t  mat
t e r  about what they s a id .  Many s tudents  had to  work but they 
had high ideal s . 24

As to  the  kinds o f  jobs  the  brothers  had in order to  finance

t h e i r  a t tendance , F. D. Moon s t a t e s :

The f i r s t  job  I had was working in  a l i t t l e  h o s p i t a l . . . . My 
b ro ther  (E. C. Moon) and I milked cows, and l a t e r  I got a job 
a t  the  creamery which was a very good jo b ,  because I could 
ge t bread from the t a b le  a t  the  dormitory and take i t  down 
( to  the  creamery) and I 'd  separa te  the  milk and have h a l f  and 
h a l f  . . .  so I r e a l ly  had a good time with th a t  kind o f  food.
I worked my way through school milking cows and j u s t  about 
anything e l s e  I could f in d .  One time t h i s  teacher to ld  me 
sh e 'd  give me 25c each fo r  l i t t l e  pecan t r e e  sprouts . . . .  
They were about th re e  and h a l f  f e e t  t a l l .  This was in  the  
w in te r  and I l iv e d  about th ree  miles from the Rock Island 
l i n e .  I got 16 o f  th e se  l i t t l e  t r e e s  and I was going to  catch 
the  t r a i n  and take them down to  Langston, but I missed the  
t r a i n .  Well, I had to  carry  those 16 t r e e s  on my back over to
Langston. I learned  a lesson th a t  day — i t ' s  hard walking in
the  snow. And, oh, I got so hungry! I walked by t h i s  woman's
house and I thought about going up and begging her fo r  some
food. But I was too  proud — so instead  I asked her i f  I could 
buy some food from h e r .  She made me two blueberry sandwiches 
with b u t te r  on them. I paid her 156. Those were j u s t  about 
the  bes t  sandwiches I 'd  ever e a te n .25

Irene Moon e labo ra ted : "For fo u r  years  one o f  F red 's  jobs  was 

build ing  f i r e s .  He b u i l t  f i r e s  e a r ly  in  the morning in  the  k itchen

^^F. D. Moon, taped in te rv iew , 11 April 1972. 

Ẑ Ibid.
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and f i l l e d  lamps f o r  l i g h t s  in th e  dormitory.

Teachers jo ined  s tuden ts  in  building s tro n g e r  moral char

a c te r s  through reading sc r ip tu re  as well as singing  and re c i t in g  

prayers during d a i ly  opening exerc ises in each c la s s .  Furthermore, 

r e l ig io u s  exerc ises  were held in the dorm itories  a t  l e a s t  two even

ings a week. All s tuden ts  were required to  a t tend  the  church of

27
t h e i r  choice a t  l e a s t  once on the Sabbath day.

Many o f  th e  teach e rs  made la s t in g  impressions on P. D. Moon,

in  p a r t i c u la r  Dr. Inman E. Page. To P. D. he was:

A g re a t  educator . . .  who was the  f i r s t  Negro to  graduate from 
Brown's U nivers ity  in  New England (Rhode Is land) in  1877. He 
was f i r s t  p res iden t  of Langston. A man of s t e r l i n g  charac ter  
and so a l o t  o f  us marked him. People have commented on my 
walking, the  way I walk e re c t ly  and s t r a i g h t .  T h a t 's  because 
I copied walking a f t e r  Mr. Page. "The Old Man", to  those of 
us to  knew him. He walked very e re c t ly  so many o f  the boys 
t r i e d  to  walk l ik e  Mr. Page.

At Langston we had teachers  l ik e  H. P. M itchell who was a math 
te ach e r .  He was no t  a good teacher because of h is  a b i l i t y  to 
teach math, but because of the splendid example t h a t  he always 
s e t  fo r  youth to follow. . . .Mrs. Z e lia  N. Breaux, daughter o f  
Dr. Inman E. Page, who was a music teach er  . . .  had charge of 
the  band . . . q u i te  a number l i k e  t h a t .  They were people of 
high c h a ra c te r .  That was one o f  the th ings  emphasized, good 
ch a ra c te r .  Persons who d id n ' t  have good c h a ra c te r  d id n ' t  l a s t  
long a t  Langston U niversity  in the  days of Inman E. P a g e .28

Written examinations were administered to  a l l  s tuden ts  a t  the

26
Irene Moon, in te rv iew , 14 February 1976.

27
F if th  Biennial Report of the T e r r i to r ia l  Superintendent o f  

Public In s tru c t io n s  of the  T erri to ry  o f  Oklahoma, pp. 87-89.

^®P. D. Moon, taped in terview , 11 April 1972.
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end o f  each term. These examinations coupled with d a i ly  r e c i t a t io n s ,

determined students' academic s tan d in g s .  Students were expected to

maintain a score o f  a t  l e a s t  70%, and no student was allowed to  grad-

29
uate whose overall grade po in t average was le s s  than 85%.

The teaching in t e r e s t  a t  CA&NU a t  th i s  time was centered on 

a g r ic u l tu ra l  and mechanical educa tion , a vogue fo r  black education 

in  th e  South which was commonly believed to  have stemmed from an 

address by Booker T. Washington in 1893 a t  the  opening o f  the Cotton 

S ta te s  and In te rna tiona l Exposition a t  A tlan ta ,  Georgia. By 1903 

Washington was pub lic ly  c r i t i c i z e d  by W. E. B. DuBois, who denounced 

separa te  and equal doc tr ines  and in d u s tr ia l  and vocational education 

fo r  blacks and pleaded in s tead  fo r  higher education fo r  black Ameri

cans. Unlike Washington, DuBois "was not only pleading fo r  higher 

education but had begun to  c r i t i c i z e  the  work of the in d u s tr ia l  

schools . Both men spoke of cap ta in s  o f  industry  but where the  Tus- 

kegeeian emphasized economic s k i l l s  th e  A tlan tic  educator s tre ssed  

a h igher grade o f  c u l tu re .

At the  time I entered Langston and before t h a t ,  th e re  was qu ite  
a controversy going on over th e  type of education Negroes 
should have. Booker T. Washington, on the one hand, favored 
what was c a l led  in d u s t r ia l  education and W. E. B. DuBois and

F if th  Biennial Report o f  th e  T e r r i to r ia l  Superintendent of 
Public In s tru c tio n s  of the T e r r i to ry  o f  Oklahoma, p. 87.

^^August Meier, Negro Thought in  America: 1880-1915 (Michi
gan: University  o f  Michigan P re ss ,  1964), pp. 197-201; The Encyclo
pedia Americana, 1959 e d . ,  s .v .  "Booker Taleaferro  Washington.
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Kelly M ille r ,  who was with Howard U n ivers ity ,  were opposed 
and advocated a co llege  education. I was on the  s ide  ag a in s t  
Booker T. Washington.3 '

Mechanical and in d u s t r i a l  education were required  courses a t

CA&NU. Consequently, F. D. en ro lled  in  in d u s t r ia l  education, but he

believed in  the  DuBois approach. He l iked  l i t e r a t u r e ,  h is to ry ,  and

32
law and read books ex ten s iv e ly .  Because o f  th e se  i n t e r e s t s ,  he

jo ined the l i t e r a r y  s o c ie ty  and debating team which enriched h is

33
a b i l i t y  as an o ra to r .  To p lease  th e  ad m in is tra t io n ,  he enro lled  

in carpentry  but cu t c la sse s  and made excuses u n t i l  th e re  were no 

more excuses to  make. Later he enro lled  in  an a g r ic u l tu ra l  course. 

His behavior was the  same and as a r e s u l t  he never acquired mechan

ica l  s k i l l s .  F. D. Moon adm itted;

I always was a bookworm, and did a l o t  o f  read ing , s tudied and 
t r i e d  to  get knowledge, but i t ' s  not because I thought the 
o th e r  type o f  education w asn 't  worthwhile. I thought each one 
was necessary . I d i d n ' t  l i k e  in d u s tr ia l  education very much,-. 
I d i d n ' t  l ik e  to  do those courses ,  I was in te r e s te d  in books.

During the  school y e a r  of 1914-15, the  United S ta te s  Department

of I n t e r i o r ' s  Bureau o f  Education conducted a study o f  p r iv a te  and

public h igher education schools f o r  black Americans in  the  United

S ta te s .  The rep o r t  described  CA&NU as "a secondary school with a

^^F. D. Moon, taped in te rv iew , 11 April 1972.

S^Ibid.

33
Irene Moon, in te rv iew , 14 February 1976.

^^F. D. Moon, in te rv iew  held 1314 N ortheast 8th  S t r e e t ,  Okla
homa C ity , Oklahoma, 7 August 1975.
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la rg e  elementary enrollment and a few pupils  in co llege  s u b je c ts .  

Ind u s tr ie s  and a g r ic u l tu re  are  subordinate to  l i t e r a r y  s tu d ie s .

The in s t i t u t i o n  has been s e r io u s ly  hampered by in e f fe c t iv e  admini

s tra t ion ."^®

The repo rt  a l so  noted the enrollment to  be 478 with a d a i ly  

average attendance o f  408. The number of attendance in  the elemen

ta ry  department was 219, the  secondary department 144, te a c h e r 's  

t r a in in g  21, commercial 11, and c o l le g ia te  11. The t o t a l  number o f  

s tuden ts  above the seventh grade was 205: 82 males and 123 females. 

There were 168 boarders — twenty were from the town o f Langston,

129 were from o the r  p a r ts  o f  Oklahoma, and 56 were from o ther

36
s ta t e s .  There were 93 from farm homes.

The to t a l  number o f  te achers  and workers was 28. Of t h i s  

to t a l  th e re  were 18 males and 10 females. There were 12 grade and 

academic te ach e rs ,  2 music te ach e rs ,  2 ag r icu ltu ra l  te a c h e rs ,  4 

boys' in d u s tr ia l  te a c h e rs ,  3 g i r l s '  in d u s t r ia l  te a c h e rs ,  2 nurses 

t r a in in g  te ach e rs ,  and 3 matrons. The school's  o rgan ization  was 

composed o f:

1. Elementary: The elementary d iv is io n ,  l im ited  to  
the  fou r  upper grades, i s  the  l a rg e s t  in the  school. Owing 
to  th e  small number o f  teachers  assigned, the c la sse s  range 
as high as 65, 75, and 80 to  a teacher during the  w in ter

35U. s. Department o f  I n te r i o r ,  Bureau of Education, ' Negro 
Education: A Study o f  the  P riva te  and Higher Schools f o r  Colored 
People in  the  United S ta t e s , p. 464.

3®Ibid.
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when the  g r e a t e s t  number are  in  a ttendance .

2. Secondary: A la rge  m ajority  o f  th e  pupils  above th e  
elementary grades are taking a fou r-year  course composed o f  
the  t r a d i t i o n a l  high-school s u b je c t s ,  inc luding  Latin  and 
German. One o f  the  teachers  re p o r ts  Greek. Many o f  the 
schedules o u t l in ed  by the pupils  a re  too heavy and complicated 
fo r  good work. The normal course continues the secondary work 
fo r  two years  with courses in  physiology, theory and h is to ry  
o f  educa tion , and a very l im ited  amount o f  p ra c t ic e  teaching 
in  th e  lowest c la ss  in the i n s t i t u t i o n .  The commercial pup ils  
combine secondary sub jec ts  with the  study o f  stenography, type
w r i t in g ,  and bookkeeping.

3. College: The co llege d iv is ion  includes 11 students 
s c a t te r e d  through four c la s s e s .  The waste involved in th i s  i s  
accentuated by the f a c t  th a t  the  e n t i r e  i n s t i t u t i o n  has only 
12 grade and academic te a c h e rs ,  and c la sse s  range from 30 o r  
40 p u p ils  in  the  preparatory d iv is io n  to  70 and 80 in  the e l e 
mentary c l a s s e s .

4 . In d u s t r ia l :  Four teachers  of boy 's  in d u s tr ie s  are  
employed. The equipment is  ample. The time required  is  15 
hours a week. The trades  reported  are blacksmithing with 7 
p u p i l s ,  carpen try  13, foundry work 7 , and mechanical, e l e c t r i 
c a l ,  and steam engineering 13. The school has n e i th e r  equip
ment nor te achers  fo r  the engineering courses reported .

5. Courses in cooking and sewing a re  taugh t by three 
te a c h e rs .  The equipment i s  s a t i s f a c to r y .  The school board
ing department i s  conducted without regard  to  the course in  
domestic sc ience .

6. A gricu ltu re : The e lab o ra te  courses o f  t h i s  d iv is ion  
a re  handled by only one te ach e r .  The equipment co n s is ts  o f
a la rg e  farm and a good supply o f  farm implements. Only nine 
pup ils  have se lec ted  a g r ic u l tu re  as t h e i r  chosen vocation. 
Elementary pu p ils  have theory and p ra c t ic e  o f  gardening.

7. D isc ip line : D irection o f  s tuden ts  in  the  dormitor
i e s  and on th e  grounds i s  weak. Supervision of the  g i r l s '  
d o rm ito r ies  i s  done by s tuden t m onitors. No paid matron o r  
te a c h e r  l iv e s  in these dormit o r i e s . 3?

3 ? I b id . ,  pp. 464-65.
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A discern ing  observer during the time, F. D. s ta te d  th a t  though

a "very la rge  portion  was high school, and a small number in c o l leg e ,

i t  was the only p o s s ib i l i ty  fo r  Negroes to get a college education

th a t  was near to  them. So, providing a co llege education fo r  a

small number, I th in k ,  would be j u s t i f i e d  . . . i t  was the  only op-

38
p ortun i ty  Negroes had to  ge t i t . "

Beginning in 1914 the  con ten t of the CA&NU curriculum caused

39
a r i f t  between the  Board of Regents and P res iden t Page. The Board 

o f  Regents took exception to  the  amount of i n t e r e s t  given higher 

education and decided not to  re h i r e  Dr. Page as p res iden t of CA&NU. 

Dr. Page had taken the pos it io n  t h a t  black youths should have th e  

same course o f  study  as white youths; th a t  blacks had the ap titude  

to  rece ive the  p a t te rn s  o f  w h ites; and th a t  b lack s tuden ts '  educa

t io n a l  op p o r tu n i t ie s  should be developed according to  those p a t te rn s .  

This trend o f  thought had spread since the Niagra movement and was 

championed by W. E. B. DuBois. The Board of Regents, however, main

ta ined  th a t  th e  emphasis should be placed on a g r ic u l tu re  and t r a d e s ,

40a concept championed by Booker T. Washington.

Dr. Page made a b i t t e r  f ig h t  against h is  removal, personally  
appearing before the  board and being backed by a delegation 
o f  Negroes, fu l ly  f i f t y  s trong. In add ition  they presented

D. Moon, taped in te rv iew , 11 April 1972.

^^Black Dispatch. 31 January 1935.

^^Lewis, "Negro Education in  Oklahoma," Oklahoma H is to r ica l  
Society Papers, 1939 (Mimeographed).
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a p e t i t io n  bearing nine hundred s ignatu res  asking the board to  
recind i t s  ac t ion .

The board thoroughly discussed  the  m atte r  and maintained i t s  
previous decision th a t  P res iden t Page lacked executive and ad
m in is tra t iv e  a b i l i t y  and, while being a good scholar and m oral., 
man, was not su ite d  fo r  the  management of Langston U niversity .

Despite support o f  leading black and white Oklahomans fo r  h is  

r e te n t io n .  Page was term inated as p res iden t a t  CA&NU in 1915.

He had served.seventeen years  as ad m in is tra t iv e  leader fo r  the  school.42

The lo ss  o f  P resident Inman Page was not only a blow to  many

o f  the s tudents  of CA&NU but a lso  a blow to  education fo r  black

Oklahomans. The inc iden ts  surrounding h is  dismissal prompted the

e d i to r  of one black paper to  say:

The Black Dispatch had i t s  b i r t h  in 1914, when p o l i t ic ia n s  
f i r s t  rambled t h e i r  s e l f i s h ,  sord id  f ingers  into a f f a i r s  of 
Langston University  with shee ts  c i rc u la te d  a t  th a t  time by

4.1
Langston Alumni B u l le t in , "The Grand Old Man of Education," 

February 1941, p. 11.
4?

Black Dispatch, 30 January 1930.

"During Dr. Page's adm in is tra t ion  a t  CA&NU, he increased the  
acreage from 40 to 320 ac re s .  He increased buildings on the campus 
from a frame house to :  (1) A fourteen  room main building with aud
ito rium  ( th i s  burned and was replaced by th e  building now standing 
and i s  known as Page H all) .  (2) A P re s id e n t 's  residence. (3) Two 
g i r l s '  dorm itories ,  one a frame bu ild ing  now torn  down the  o ther now 
known as P h i l l i s  Wheatly H all. (4) A boys' stone dormitory, now 
to rn  down and replaced with Marquess H all .  (5) An in d u s tr ia l  p la n t ,  
f u l l y  equipped ( l a t e r  destroyed by f i r e  and replaced with the  p resen t 
Mechanical bu ild ing ) .  (6) A steam heating p lan t and appropria tions 
fo r  e l e c t r i c  l ig h ts  and water works. He added a College Department 
to  the  curriculum and increased th e  fa c u l ty  from four members to 
t h i r t y - f i v e .  A Library, farm house and a museum were a lso  added." 
Langston Alumni B u lle t in ,  "The Grand Old Man o f Education," February
■1941,- p.  n .  -- - - - - - - - - - -
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the T ribune. The Black Dispatch was born f ig h t in g  the  e d i to r  
o f  th e  Tribune and i t s  attempt to  so i l  the  name o f  the  Grand 
Old Man o f  Education, Inman E. P a g e . 43

Joe E. Roberts, CA&NU c la ss  o f  1910 re c a l le d :

Our school (CA&NU) was born in a p o l i t i c a l  scramble. I t  hap
pened t h i s  way. Negroes were playing an im portant p a r t  in  
the a f f a i r s  o f  the  T e rr i to ry  a t  th a t  time. A Negro was aud
i t o r  o f  the  T e r r i to ry ,  another was c le rk  o f  Logan, the  leading 
county in the  T e r r i to ry ,  and two were on the  Board o f  Regents. 
Since Negro p o l i t ic ia n s  had worked hard to  g e t  th e  school 
e s ta b l i s h e d ,  they took the  lead in aid ing th e  c i t i z e n s  in  pur
chasing the  40 acres o f  land and had t h e i r  s l a t e  f o r  the p r e s i 
dent and the  facu l ty  o f  the  school. I made i t  my business to  
know t h e i r  p lan s ,  because I had a b ro ther- in - law  who was a 
member o f  the  p o l i t i c a l  gang.

They succeeded well enough in g e t t in g  the  school e s ta b l is h e d ,  
but f a i l e d  completely when i t  came to  t h e i r  s l a t e  f o r  the  
p re s id en t  and facu l ty .  A man from the  S ta te  o f  Arkansas was
governor a t  th a t  time. Barnes was h is  name. There was a lso
a B ap t is t  preacher in Langston who was from Arkansas. His
name was W. C. Howell. Howell and Barnes knew each o the r  in
Arkansas and were good f r ie n d s .  Howell a lso  knew Dr. Inman 
Page, who was a t  th a t  time p res iden t  o f  Lincoln U n iv e rs i ty ,  
Je f fe rso n  C ity ,  Missouri. Howell was ab le  to  g e t  Dr. Page to  
become an ap p lican t fo r  th e  presidency o f  th e  new school a t

^^Black D ispatch. 5 December 1931.

"The Black Dispatch l ik e  o ther  newspapers being e s ta b l ish e d  
throughout th e  S ta te s  was.to have tremendous impact upon American 
blacks during the  f i r s t  ha lf  of the tw entie th  century . Mostly ig 
nored by th e  white p re s s ,  except fo r  crime s to r i e s  o r  re p o r ts  on 
ex cep tiona lly  g i f te d  sports  and entertainm ent f ig u r e s ,  b lacks could 
find  t h e i r  achievements, a c t i v i t i e s  and trag e d ie s  to ld  only in  th e  
pages o f  b lack newspapers. This black press fought co n s tan t ly  and 
b i t t e r l y  a g a in s t  r a c ia l  d iscrim ination . . . .

There were nearly  150 o f  them with 1,613,255 combined sa le s  
weekly. . . , in  Oklahoma, Roscoe Dungee declared th a t  members o f  
h is  race ,  most o f  whom preferred  the designation  'N e g ro ',  should be 
proud to  say ,  ' I  am a black man,' and thus founded the  Black Dis
pa tch ." Louis Robinson, "The Black Press: Voice o f  Freedom," 
Ebony, August 1975, p. 56.
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Langston and he, being by f a r  the  bes t q u a l i f i e d  man fo r  the 
p o s i t io n ,  e a s i ly  won over th e  p o l i t i c a l  a p p l ic a n t .  In the  
se le c t io n  o f  th e  men who were to  work with Dr. Page, the  same 
ru le  was followed. There were some te a c h e rs ,  in  th e  T e r r i 
to ry  who were not connected with the p o l i t i c ia n s  who were 
b e t t e r  q u a l i f ie d  than those on the  p o l i t i c i a n s '  s l a t e  and i t  
so happened th a t  the p o l i t i c i a n s  got a c lean  s h u t -o u t .  . . 
here fo r  my f i r s t  tim e, I observed the  weakness and s h o r t 
coming o f  our Negro p o l i t i c i a n s .  I sh a ll  s t a t e  t h i s  because 
we a re  s t i l l  contaminated with th e  same weaknesses and s h o r t 
comings and I th ink  i t  i s  time we were snapping o u t o f  i t .  .

Dr. Page made such a wonderful impression on the  people th a t  
he e a s i ly  won a t  l e a s t  90 per cen t o f  them from th e  p o l i t i c i a n s .  
He no t  only won them bu t he held them, in  t h a t  he made him self  
th e  m aster  o f  the  p o l i t i c i a n s  and th a t  accounts f o r  h is  success 
and te n u re  as p res iden t  of our school. These negro P o l i t i c i a n s  
never did work in harmony with Dr. Page. Some o f them were so 
completely whipped by him th a t  they dropped out o f  th e  s t ru g g le .  
Others camped on h is  t r a i l  f o r  17 y e a rs ,  u n t i l  they f i n a l l y  
wrecked the  school doing so . . .  .

Dr. Page 's  adm in is tra t ion  was r ig id  and firm  in  th e  enforce
ment o f  a l l  ru le s  governing the  school, those  a f f e c t in g  the 
teach e rs  as well as s tu d en ts .  He was deeply in te r e s te d  in 
th e  w elfare  o f  teachers  and s tuden ts  a l ik e .  He never took 
u n fa i r  advantage of those  who opposed him, but always t r i e d ,  
by kindness and f a i r  p lay , t o  make them h is  f r i e n d s .  He 
u su a l ly  had the  bes t teachers  av a i lab le  on h is  f a c u l ty .  Dur
ing h i s  17 y e a r s ,  a l l  departments were well equipped with th e  
supp lie s  needed, with th e  exception of th e  l a s t  fo u r  years .
This was one o f  the conditions caused by an aggravated po
l i t i c a l  cond ition . . .44

When Page l e f t  CA&NU, both F. D. and E. C. Moon were af

fec ted .  F. D. Moon remained a t  CA&NU, but E. C. Moon followed 

Page to  Macon College in Macon, M issouri, and then to  Roger 

Williams U nivers ity  in  N ashv ille ,  Tennessee, where he met and

AA
Joe E. Roberts, "Langston U niversity  As I Have Known I t  For 

F orty - th ree  Years," Langston Alumni B u l le t in .  February 1941, p. 7.
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married Vivian Lee C raw ley /^

R. R. Taylor, p ro fesso r  a t  Booker T. Washington's Tuskegee 

I n s t i t u t i o n ,  refused th e  presidency o f  CA&NU. His decision was 

governed la rg e ly  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  he rece ived  scores of l e t t e r s  

from Oklahoma b lacks ,  who were fo llow ers o f  Page, urging him 

not to  accept the  p o s it io n  and advising  him th a t  by doing so he 

would be the  cause o f  p o l i t i c a l  s t r i f e .^ ®

Between 1915 and 1916, before F. D. Moon finshed high school, 

th e re  were two new p res iden ts  named f o r  CA&NU. In August, 1915, 

Issac  Berry McCutcheon was e lec ted  by th e  Board o f  Regents as 

successor to  Inman Page. Of h is  tenure  I .  B. McCutcheon 

commented:

When I took over the  presidency o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  a l l  was 
chaos; the  atmosphere o f  d iscord  p rev a i led .  Dr. I .  E. Page, 
th e  r e t i r i n g  p re s id e n t ,  was perm itted  to  occupy the p re s i 
d e n t 's  home fo r  one month a f t e r  my a r r iv a l  and I had to  f ind  
sleep ing  q u ar te rs  and food in  th e  d in ing room.

During my sh o r t  regime, e l e c t r i c i t y  was i n s t a l l e d ,  supplant
ing the  kerosene lamps; running w ater supplanted the  g a l
vanized tubs fo r  baths; window shades were put in the dor
m ito r ie s ;  d ish e s ,  including knives, fo rk s ,  spoons, cups and 
sau ce rs ,  p o tte ry  and p l a t t e r s  were supplied fo r  the dining 
h a l l ;  and song books were bought f o r  the music department.
One o f  the  g re a te s t  d is tu rb in g  elements was one John Hogan, 
whom I had dism issed. This l a t e r  re su l te d  in  my res igna tion .

^^Edward C. Moon, in terv iew  held 3100 Forest Park Terrace, 13
January 1977.

^^Lanqston Alumni B u l l e t in . February 1941, p. 21. 

^ ^ I b id . ,  p. 12.
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In 1916, F. D . 's  sen io r  y ea r  In the  High School Department

of CA&NU, John M. Marquess was e le c te d  p res id en t  of CA&NU by the

Board o f  Regents. Marquess was th e  p res id en t  u n t i l  1923.^®

In April 1917 th e  United S ta te s  entered World War I .  F. D.

continued h is  education a t  CA&NU. I t  was during th i s  time th a t

P residen t Marquess made ap p l ica t io n  to  the  War Department f o r

specia l army t r a in in g  to be given a t  CA&NU under the  new d r a f t .

F. D. s ta te d  th e  most th a t  happened on CA&NU's campus was, "a l o t

of d r i l l i n g  . . . a man who had been in  the  army . . . would t r a in

us. We had to  do a g re a t  deal o f  marching, and execution o f

orders l ik e  so ld ie rs .  . . .1  presume i t  helped s tuden ts  to  develop

good posture by walking and s tanding  erec tly ."^®

When F. D. Moon graduated from the  Normal p reparato ry  in 1919,

Governor Robertson delivered the  graduation speech to  the  twelve

graduates and approximately 1,000 people in  the auditorium a t  CA&NU.

He was introduced by James A. Wilson, V ice-President o f  the

Regents of the i n s t i t u t i o n .  Governor Robertson sa id ;

This v i s i t  has been qu ite  an experience f o r  me. I enjoyed my 
d inner immensely, and I have made a reso lu t io n  s ince  coming 
here th a t  will mean much to  you in days to  come. I have en
joyed the music very much. I agree with Mr. Wilson th a t  i t  
shows the wonderful development th a t  the race has made. I 
th ink  . . . th a t  one o f  the  g re a t  t roub les  i s  th a t  we d o n 't

^®Ibid.
45

F. D. Moon, taped in te rv iew , 11 April 1972. 

SOlbid.
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understand each o th e r ,  and we cannot understand each o ther  i f  
we remain s t ra n g e rs .  There are  a very few people who know 
something about th i s  i n s t i t u t i o n .  When I became Governor, i t  
was my boast th a t  I had v i s i t e d  a l l  o f  the  s t a t e  in s t i tu t i o n s .

I do th in k  th a t  th e  s ta t e  in lo c a t in g  th i s  school should have 
located  i t  on s o i l  more f e r t i l e ,  but a f t e r  a l l  t h i s  thought 
comes, t h a t  th i s  handicap has been r a th e r  to  your b e n e f i t  
than to  your lo s s .  For i f  you have learned  here to  overcome 
th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  n a tu re ,  you have learned a lesson th a t  
w ill  make i t  possib le  fo r  you to  l i v e  anywhere e l s e .  Remember 
t h i s ,  t h a t  the education th a t  you have gotten here should have 
developed you in to  a more se rv iceab le  c rea tu re  to  your fellow- 
man. I f  i t  has done t h i s ,  then a l l  th e  money th a t  the s ta t e  
has spen t upon you , a l l  the  i n t e r e s t  invested , and the s trug 
g le  made by you and your mother and f a th e r  has not been made 
in  vain . After a l l ,  education i s  worth j u s t  what you make i t .

This i n s t i t u t i o n  here has been under the  Governor and the 
Board o f  Education, but they f ig u re  t h a t  i t  would be best to  
have a separate  board f o r  each i n s t i t u t i o n  in the  s t a t e ,  and 
so ,  th e  Board crea ted  a Board o f  Regents. I t  was th e  duty 
o f  the  Governor to  c rea te  th a t  Board. Every member on the 
Board i s  a f r iend  to  the  i n s t i t u t i o n .  I t  would have been an 
easy m a tter  to  pay p o l i t ic a l  debts in  se lec t in g  the members 
o f  th i s  Board o f  Regents, and to  ge t men whom you d id  not 
d e s i r e .  . .51

Governor Robertson was re fe r r in g  to  h is  appointees o f  the new

Board o f  Regents fo r  CA&NU: N. E. Fruin o f  Coyle, J .  A. Williams

o f  S t i l lw a te r ,  C. M. Crumbell o f  G uthrie , and C. W. B r i le s ,  a l l  o f

whom were w h ite .  Blacks had made unsuccessful app lica tions  fo r  these

appointments. Despite th e  Governor's promise to .b lac k  Oklahomans th a t  he

would consider  blacks f o r  appropria te  appointments:

I t  is  sa id  th a t  several prominent and e n t i r e ly  q u a l i f ie d  
Negroes were under consideration by the  Governor but th e i r  
s e le c t io n  would have been p ro tes ted  by Democratic p o l i t i c ia n s

Black D ispatch, 19 April 1919.
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52
who in s i s te d  on th e  se lec tio n  o f  th e  undesirab le  . . .

The Governor explained th a t :

. . .  the  purpose o f  the  L eg is la tu re  was to  choose men who 
were acquainted with you. I 'v e  t r i e d  to  do what the  Legis
la tu r e  in tended. I 'v e  t r i e d  to  give you men who had your 
i n t e r e s t  a t  h e a r t .  One o f  them, th e  Vice Regent o f  th e  Uni
v e r s i t y ,  i s  a man o f  much d i s t in c t io n  and a re p re se n ta t iv e  
o f  the  federa l government in  th i s  s t a t e .  He sa id  when I 
asked him to take th i s  p o s i t io n ,  ' I  w ill  take i t  as additional 
la b o r ,  w ithout a penny o f  compensation.' I t  i s  the  purpose 
o f  the  government and of th i s  adm in is tra t ion  working through 
th i s  Board to  make th i s  a g rea t i n s t i t u t i o n .

I have confidence in  your p re s id en t .  He i s  your p res id en t  
and i s  th e  head o f  the in s t i t u t i o n  and, as long as he does 
what i s  r i g h t ,  w e 're  going to  s tay  with him. No in s t i t u t i o n  
can succeed unless  i t  i s  properly governed. I l i v e  to  see 
the  day come in Oklahoma when every employee, every te ach e r ,  
every head o f  an i n s t i t u t i o n  w ill  be chosen because o f  m erit 
and not because o f  p o l i t i c s .

Senator Golobie and your good f r ie n d .  Kernel Erwin, worked 
hard to  impress me with your needs fo r  $135,000 fo r  a new 
dormitory. But I was not then able  to  see the  l i g h t  and cut 
$50,000 from the  appropria tion  b i l l .  But I confess now, since 
I have been here and see your wants and needs, t h a t  i f  I had 
i t  to  do over again I would th ink  a long time before I vetoed 
th a t  b i l l .

You people ought to  be proud o f  the  accomplishments o f  your 
race ,  e s p e c ia l ly  during these pas t war months. You've had a 
hard road to  t r a v e l .  I believe th a t  the  educated men and 
women o f  your race  have found the  proper so lu tio n  o f  most of 
your t ro u b le s  and i f  you will continue to  follow such men as 
Booker I .  Washington, we will ge t  along p re t ty  w ell .  I hope 
to  see g re a t  a s s is ta n c e  and g re a t  a id  given from the  federa l 
government to  t h i s  i n s t i tu t i o n .  And you may r e s t  assured 
th a t  as f a r  as the  government and th e  members o f  the  Legis
la tu r e  a re  concerned t h a t  we are  your f r ien d s  and have a 
warm sp o t in our h ea r ts  f o r  you.

Senator John Golobie o f  Guthrie was introduced by P residen t

S^lb id .



67

Marquess and made a short  but earnest t a lk .  He sa id  t h i s :  
'Ignorance, be i t  black o r  w hite , i s  a m il ls to n e  around the 
neck o f  the  s t a t e

A fter F. D. Moon graduated from the  normal school h is  i n t e r e s t  

was not in  teach ing . According to  him, "I d id n ' t  have the  i n t e r e s t  

to  teach school a f t e r  g raduation , so I took a period o f  two years  to  

s e l l  insurance f o r  the  American Woodman, a company now in ex istance 

with headquarters in  Denver. I so ld  insurance in Kansas City in 1920- 

21 "54

He did not re tu rn  to Oklahoma un ti l  th e  wheat harves t season

in  1921. At th i s  time F. D. Moon had decided to  e n te r  the  p rofession

55
as educator in  the  separa te  school system o f  Oklahoma.

^^Black Dispatch, 25 Ju ly  1919.

54 

’ib id .

F. D. Moon, taped in te rv iew , 11 April 1972. 
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CHAPTER IV

DOUGLASS SCHOOL IN CRESCENT, OKLAHOMA, 1921-1931

F. D. Moon re turned  permanently to  the  S ta te  of Oklahoma in 

the  summer of 1921. He had v i s i t e d  Oklahoma on few occasions s ince  

leaving fo r  Kansas. One v i s i t  in  1920 was to  a ttend  h is  f a th e r 's  

funera l .^  The post-war rac ia l  s t r i f e  cha rac te r ized  by the "Red 

Summer" r i o t s  of 1919 continued to  be a source o f  concern in Okla

homa as i t  was throughout America. Such ra c ia l  s t r i f e  had re su l ted  

in  many blacks f ig h t in g  and dying in t h e i r  own defense. This in 

tu rn  in je c te d  a new f a c to r  in to  America's soc ia l  problems. The 

issue  was no longer one race in t im id a tin g  another in to  submission, 

but r a th e r  i t  was race  war. Some blacks were determined to  r e s i s t

t h e i r  would-be oppressors  in  o rder  to  maintain t h e i r  s e l f - r e s p e c t
2

and ra c ia l  cohesiveness. C lear ly ,  th e  summer o f  F. D. Moon's r e 

tu rn  to  the  S ta te  had found black Oklahomans with many of the re la te d

TIrene Moon, in terv iew  held 405 West V ila s ,  Guthrie, Oklahoma, 
14 February 1976.

2
John Hope F rank lin ,  From Slavery to  Freedom: A History of 

Negro America, 3rd e d . ,  rev . and e n l . (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 
In c . ,  1967), p. 484.

"Violent m an ifes ta t ions  o f  h o s t i l i t y  to  Negroes in the North 
and South were not new. In the  e a r ly  years  o f  the  new century an 
epidemic o f  race r i o t s  swept the country , which aroused the g re a te s t  
anxie ty  and d iscom fort among the  black population. Even though 
lynchings were decreasing slow ly, r i o t s  had continued on the in 
c rease ,  few outbreaks equaling in  p roportion  those of 1919," I b i d . ,  
p. 439.
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d i f f i c u l t i e s  confronting blacks in o the r  p a r ts  of the n a t io n .  How

ever ,  national a t te n t io n  focused on the  May 31 to June 1 ,  1921 race
3

r i o t s  in  Tulsa ,  Oklahoma.

When F. D. Moon re tu rned  to  Oklahoma, he f i r s t  stopped to  work

a t  a wheat h arves t in th e  northwest p a r t  of Kingfisher County, about

nine miles from Okeene, before making his f i r s t  app lica tion  to  teach

school.*  The in c id en t  o f  ge t t ing  h is  f i r s t  job  as a p r in c ip a l  was

r e c a l le d  by P. D. as fo llow s:

I was stopping with a fellow who had an old T-Model Ford. He 
was to  g e t  me to  Dover in Kingfisher County to  catch  a t r a i n .  
He was one o f  these  fellows who was hab i tu a lly  slow; nobody 
could ever hurry him. His name was Will Jackson. I kept 
try in g  to  hurry W ill. He had four f l a t s  on his T-Model Ford 
th a t  morning. He kept saying, 'Oh, t h a t ' s  a l l  r i g h t ,  Fred, 
I ' l l  ge t you t h e r e . '  (That 's  my name). When we should have 
been h a l f  way to  Dover, which was 22 m iles from where I was, 
he s ta r t e d  f ix in g  f l a t s .  He got on the  road, and down the 
road he went in t h i s  T-Model Ford, shu ff ling  away with a l l

3
Edwin C. McReynolds, Oklahoma: A History o f  the  Sooner 

S t a t e , 6th e d . ,  rev . (Norman: University o f  Oklahoma P ress ,  1972), 
pp. 438-439.

In June, 1921, th e  blacks and whites of Tulsa, Oklahoma, en
gaged in  what i s  p re fe rab ly  ca l led  a "race war", in which 9 whites 
and 21 blacks were known to have been k il led  and several hundred 
in ju re d .  The accusation o f  an a s s a u l t  on a white woman by a black 
man, Dick Rowland, caused blacks of Tulsa to  take arms to  p ro tec t  
the  accused, whom i t  was rumored would be lynched. More than one 
m illion  d o l la r s  worth o f  property was destroyed or damaged. Thus, 
Tulsa was added to  the  l i s t  o f  communities in  which th e re  was no 
in t e r r a c i a l  peace. John Hope F rank lin ,  From Slavery to  Freedom:
A History o f  Negro Americans, p p . ,439-440, 483-484.

*F. D. Moon, taped interview held Oklahoma C hris tian  College, 
Living Legend L ib rary , Oklahoma C ity , Oklahoma, 11 April 1972.
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th e  speed one could make, about seven o r  e ight m ile s .  BOOM, 
and the re  was a f l a t l  He calmly got out and f ix ed  the  f l a t ,  
and I was p r e t ty  r e s t l e s s .  He'd s t a r t  out again. We passed 
through a l i t t l e  town t h a t ' s  now ca l le d  Loyal, but during 
World War I i t  was called  K iel,  mostly made up o f  Germans. 
Because of the  persecution th a t  they suffered  in  being Germans 
in  World War I ,  they changed th e i r  name from Kiel to  Loyal. 
T ha t 's  the way i t ' s  named now. J u s t  a l i t t l e  e a s t  o f  Loyal 
(some o f  you have been over in  th a t  a rea .  You know the re  i s  
a p r a i r i e  dog town on the north s ide  of the highway th e re ) ,  he 
had his second f l a t .

I could see th e  smoke of the Rock Is land  Railroad coming in to  
Dover from the  north and I s ta r t e d  fu ss in g  about, 'You're 
missing the  t r a i n . '  But you c a n ' t  quarre l  very much with any
body who w on't quarrel with you. So, we f in a l ly  got to Dover. 
He went in by himself and I s a t  in th e  ca r  pouting because I 'd  
missed my t r a i n .  He came back and to ld  me th a t  he 'd  take me 
over to  Crescent and I could catch a t r a in  to G uthrie from 
th e re .  T h a t 's  where I was going, so ,  he drove those  19 m iles 
from Dover over to  Crescent through the sand and what have you. 
When I got to  Crescent, I noticed a two-roomed frame school 
build ing  in  the  Negro section in the northwest p a r t  o f  the  
town. The t r a i n  I was to get to  Guthrie was two hours and 
fo r ty - f iv e  minutes l a t e .  So I said  s ince  I 'd  planned to  come 
to  Oklahoma to  teach school and d id n ' t  have a school (thinking 
maybe I 'd  teach  in Lincoln County, county of my b i r t h ) ,  I s a id ,  
'H ere 's  a school and, since I have two hours and f o r ty - f iv e  
minutes he re .  I ' l l  j u s t  make ap p lica t io n  and see i f  I can ge t  
t h i s  s c h o o l . '  To make the s to ry  s h o r t ,  I got the  school. Will 
Jackson 's  being slow was a b less ing  to  me because i t  got the  
f i r s t  school f o r  me, and I remained th e re  fo r  te n  y e a rs ,  p r in 
c ip a l  o f  th e  Douglass High School, my f i r s t  schoo l,  in Cres
ce n t ,  Oklahoma.5

The Community o f  Crescent 

Crescent, Oklahoma, i s  located  in  th e  western p a r t  o f  Logan 

County, which in tu rn  i s  in  the n o r th -cen tra l  portion o f  the  S ta te .  

The county was named fo r  Senator John A. Logan o f  I l l i n o i s .  Crescent

^Ib id .
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es tab lished  i t s  pos t o f f ic e  in  February 1890, taking i t s  name from

the  crescent-shaped ring  of nearby oak t im ber .^

By 1921 Crescent had developed in to  a small a g r ic u l tu ra l  town. 
This was due in p a r t  to  th e  sandy loam s o i l  which was s u i ta b le  
fo r  farming. The town was one long s t r e e t .  There were two 
banks, the  Farmer's Merchants' Bank and the Bank o f  Crescent. 
There were many s to res  along th e  s t r e e t ,  including two drug 
s to re s .  The business sec tion  s ta r t e d  a t  the  Jones F i l l in g  
s ta t io n  on one end of the  long s t r e e t  and went to  the r a i l 
road about th ree  blocks away. There were a few wealthy white 
people in Crescent. Among them were the  Graff b ro th e rs ,  who 
owned most of the town. Blacks d id  not own any business in  
Crescent except a small cafe owned by Mama and Papa S tarks . 
People ra ised  a l o t  of co t to n ,  sweet p o ta to es ,  watermelons 
and f r u i t .

The community o f  Crescent was made up o f  small homes. Some 
of the  people were sharecroppers . They did p r e t ty  good, 
however, because they were farmers and ra ised  t h e i r  own gar
dens and crops, and some o f  them owned t h e i r  own homes.7

The School System 

On September 29, 1921, The Logan County News c a r r ie d  a news 

item s ta t in g :  "Separate School Opens Next Monday Morning Accord-
Q

ing to Announcements Made by Charles G raff o f  the  School Board."
g

Mr. and Mrs. F. D. Moon were th e  in s t ru c to r s  in  charge.

F. D. had married Alberta Jackson o f  Okeene, Oklahoma, and the two

^George H. Sh irk ,  Oklahoma Place Names, 2nd ed. rev .  (Norman: 
U niversity  o f  Oklahoma P ress ,  1974), pp. 63, 144.

^Mr. William H. Glover, in terv iew  held 3300 Coltrane Road, 
Oklahoma C ity ,  Oklahoma, 23 May 1977.

Logan County (Okla.l News, 29 September 1921.

®Ibid.
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o f  them s t a r t e d  t h e i r  work toge ther  a t  the  Douglass School.^®

Mrs. Nora B. Mus low was County Superin tendent o f  Logan County,

C. M. Howell was the High School In spec to r  o f  the  S ta te  System of

schools ,  and R. H. Wilson was S ta te  Superin tendent. Crescent had

two schools , one fo r  white s tudents  ano ther  f o r  b lacks . The white

school was loca ted  in th e  eas te rn  p a r t  o f  th e  town of Crescent,

s i tu a te d  on a level s t r e t c h  of land. The school build ing  was a

la rg e  nine room brick  s t r u c tu re ,  two s to r i e s  high. There were eleven

grades in the  school, with seven te a c h e rs ,  one j a n i t o r ,  and an a t t r a c -  
n

t i v e  yard.

Douglass school was located in th e  northwest sec tion  o f  the

town.

The bu ild ing  had been b u i l t  in  the  e a r ly  '90s and j u s t  went 
through the nin th  grade. I t  was a two room school and i t  
was very d ilap id a ted .  We s ta r t e d  in th e re .  I t  had an old 
coal o i l  lamp up beside the  w a l l .  I s t a r t e d  out ea r ly  t ry in g  
to  make improvements. I went down and saw a board member of 
mine and got gas l i g h t s ,  and put the  gas l i g h t s  th e re .  You 
pump them up some kind of way. I'm not good mechanically , but 
th e y ' l l  make a l i g h t .  That was an improvement o f  the  lamps 
th a t  you f i l l  with o il to  put on the  w a l ls ,  to  have gas 
l ig h ts  t h e r e .12

From th e  beginning of his  p r in c ip a ls h ip  a t  Douglass School

^^Mrs. William H. Glover, in te rv iew  held 3300 Coltrane Road,

T^The Logan County (Okla.) News, 24 November 1921; 2 February

Oklahoma C ity ,  Oklahoma, 23 May 1977.

1922.

^^F. D. Moon, in terv iew  held 1314 N ortheast 8th S t r e e t ,  Okla
homa C ity , Oklahoma, 7 A u g u st!975. Also p. D. Moon, taped in terv iew , 
11 April 1972.
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F. D. Moon geared h is  energies toward an improved academic program

and build ing  school and community r e la t io n s h ip s .  He jo ined  the  OANT,

th e  Negro P r in c ip a ls '  A ssocia tion , and the  F i r s t  B ap tis t  Church of

Crescent. He was made superin tendent o f  the  Sunday school and t r u s -  

13
te e  o f  the  church.

Since the  Douglass School a t  Crescent only went to  the  ninth 

g rade, F. D. immediately made plans to  develop a high school. One 

reason f o r  t h i s  dec is ion  was t h a t  in as small a town such as Cres

c e n t ,  black students  had very l i t t l e  chance o f  g e t t in g  a high school 

education elsewhere. In f a c t ,  according to  F. D.: "I  doubt th a t  

they  r e a l ly  had a g re a t  a sp ira t io n  fo r  high school,  nor did they ge t 

i t . " ^ ^  In a d d i t io n ,  he re a l iz e d  t h a t  t h i s  would be a slow process:

Grades o f  high school years  were not j u s t  a ttached . F i r s t ,  
s tuden ts  would have to  be ca rr ied  through the nin th  grade, and 
th e  next yea r  through th e  ten th  grade, and on through the 
tw elf th  grade u n t i l  f i n a l l y  s tuden ts  were given a high school 
education. Second, te achers  were needed who taught those 
grades ,  and t h a t  presented n e c e s s i t ie s  th a t  comes with th a t .
In f a c t ,  i t  would take th r e e  o r  fou r years  or more to  develop 
a four year high sc h o o l .15

By 1923 F. D. had developed a s o l id  r e la t io n s h ip  with both 

the  black and white people o f  Crescent. In f a c t ,  "he was very high

ly  thought of by th e  white people o f  C rescent. I f  they wanted some

th in g  done which involved th e  black community, even in  p o l i t i c s .

^^Mr. William H. Glover, in te rv iew , 23 May 1977. 

D. Moon, taped  in te rv iew , 11 April 1972.

ISlbid.
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they would ta lk  with Mr. Moon."^®

Crescent School A c t iv i t i e s  and P ro jec ts  

In 1923 F. D. organized th e  Patron Teachers' Club (PTC), which 

functioned as a means o f  educational u p l i f t  f o r  the  community and 

a lso  a source fo r  f a c i l i t a t i n g  combined community e f fo r ts  to  meet 

the  educational needs o f  i t s  s tu d en ts .  Resource persons spoke a t  

the  meetings o f  the PTC on sub jec ts  such as a g r ic u l tu re  and home 

demonstration p ro jec ts .^ ^  When time came fo r  the  county f a i r ,  en

thusiasm was usually  high due in  p a r t  to  the  encouragement o f  the

18
paren ts  to  a s s i s t  in  PTC meetings.

When the  county f a i r  came, the ch i ld ren  wouldn't have any prob- 
blems ge tting  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  to g e th e r .  Each c h i ld  could have 
t h e i r  own p ro je c t  a t  home, maybe a p ig ,  chickens, canning or 
sewing they wanted to  e n te r  in to  the  f a i r .  I f  they won a t  th e  
community f a i r ,  they would en te r  th e  county f a i r .  I f  they won 
a t  th e  county f a i r  they would e n te r  the s t a t e  f a i r .  Many of 
the ch ildren  had exh ib its  a t  the  s t a t e  cap ito l fo r  many y ea rs .  
Aside from the  te ach e rs '  and p a re n ts '  a id ,  the  s tudents  were 
helped 'by the county ag en t ,  Mr. G. M.Powdrell, a black man 
who worked out o f  G u th r ie . '9

In November o f  1923 the  PTC, under the  d ire c t io n s  o f  F. D., 

organized a n igh t school. An a r t i c l e  in  the Black Dispatch read:

"We have a  n ight school a t  Crescent twice a week with F. D. Moon as

^^William H. Glover, in te rv iew , 23 May 1977. 

^^Black Dispatch, 15 November 1923.

^^Mrs. William H. Glover, in te rv iew , 23 May 1977. 

1*lbid .
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te ach e r .  This school i s  fo r  a l l  patrons and o the r  c i t iz e n s  in the

community. Prof. Moon i s  always ready to  do a l l  he can f o r  the up
on

l i f t  o f  th e  school and community."

The n igh t school e f f o r t  by F. D. was h is  f i r s t . e f f o r t  with 

black a d u l t  education. An educational survey conducted between 1921 

and 1922 ranked Oklahoma 17th among o th e r  s ta t e s  with a 3 .8  per cen t 

l i t e r a c y  r a t e .  This prompted public school teachers  in  Oklahoma dur

ing the  1923-1924 school year to  organize 500 n ight schools fo r  

a d u l t s .  The purpose o f  th i s  a d u l t  education program was fo u r-fo ld ;  

(1) That i l l i t e r a t e  persons be made l i t e r a t e  and th a t  fu r th e r  i l l i t 

eracy be prevented by keeping the  ch ild ren  in school. (2) That 

ad u l ts  no t i l l i t e r a t e  but who desired more knowledge would have an 

opportun ity  to  secure i t .  (3) That a l l  persons in  the  S ta te  who

could not a lready do so be taught to read ,  w rite  and speak English.

21
(4) That good c i t iz e n sh ip  be strengthened throughout.

In 1923 f inanc ia l  compensation was given the  public school 

te achers  in  Oklahoma who taught the a d u l t  p up ils .  In try in g  to  

abo lish  i l l i t e r a c y ,  most programs t r i e d  t o  teach ind iv idua ls  u n t i l  

they could read and understand the  newspaper, w rite  a le g ib le  and 

understandable l e t t e r ,  use the  four fundamental a r i thm etic  opera

t i o n s ,  and spe ll  500 to  1,000 o f  the most used words. Adults in

^^Black D ispatch, 15 November 1923.

21
Oklahoma, Tenth Biennial Report o f  the  S ta te  Superintendent 

o f  Public In s t ru c t io n s ,  1924, p. 77.
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the programs were ab le  to  secure knowledge o f  a general and p ra c t i 

cal na ture  in o the r  subjects o ffered  in  the  common sc h o o l 's  curriculum 

of study. This a c tu a l ly  marked the beginning o f  an adu l t  education

program in Oklahoma. Thus th e  program included not only the e ra d i -
22

cation  o f  i l l i t e r a c y  but also the  seeds fo r  ad u l t  education. F.

D. Moon continued h is  night school program in  Crescent, and by

1925 a newspaper account s tated: "Douglass School o f  Crescent has

a n ight school,  in harmony with the American program to  r id  America

of i l l i t e r a c y ,  which i s  to  run 18 n ig h ts .  Those who can n e i th e r

23
read or w rite  are urged to take advantage."

F. D. encouraged students to  jo in  the  Douglass L i te ra ry  So

c ie ty ,  organized by him in 1923. This s o c ie ty  provided opportunity 

fo r  the  Douglass s tuden ts  to develop s k i l l s  in  debating as well as 

increasing  t h e i r  knowledge and understanding o f  American h is to ry .

This e f f o r t  was a weekly a c t iv i ty :  every Friday n ight the re  were 

debates with separa te  schools who had debating teams o r  l i t e r a r y  

so c ie t ie s  a t  the school or in nearby towns. The debates were a t 

tended by members o f  the  PTC as well as o th e r  members o f  the  black

24
community and a lso  the white community.

In 1923 F. D. and the PTC embarked on a new p ro je c t  fo r  the

Z^Ibid.

^^Black Dispatch, 14 January 1926. 

Z^Ibid.
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Douglass School. This p ro jec t  Involved adding another room to  the

two-room b u ild in g .  The PTC and two f a c u l ty  members coordinated

the  fund r a is in g  a c t i v i t i e s .  According to  F. D., "What we d id  th e re

was to  r a i s e  money through my in f luence  w ith  the c i t i z e n s ,  to  get

25
t h e i r  support to  help build on to  the  sch o o l."  Of the many a c t iv 

i t i e s  to r a i s e  the  money, s e l l in g  t i c k e t s  f o r  a car  to  be given to  

the  person holding the  winning t i c k e t  was the  major a c t iv i ty .  F. D. 

led  in  the  s e l l in g  of the t i c k e t s ;  he so ld  83. The drawing f o r  the  

ca r  occurred on Christmas Eve and W illie  Chaney was the winner.

Enough money was ra ised  fo r  the  new ad d i t io n .  The PTC, members of

the community, s tudents  o f  Douglass, and F. D. anxiously awaited the

26
next school term, the te n ta t iv e  time fo r  completion o f  the new room.

In September 1924, ninety-two pupils  enro lled  in  the Douglass 

27
School. The ju n io r  high school curriculum was added th a t  y e a r .

28
A new te a c h e r .  Miss Sarah Menser, was added to  the  facu l ty .  Re

c a l l in g  her  employment, she s a id :

I made my con tac t with Fred fo r  a job  a t  Crescent during the
summer school a t  CA&NU. I had known him in e a r l i e r  years  a t  
CA&NU when h is  brothers  and s i s t e r s ,  l e t t a ,  Irene, Sampson,
Ed, and, o f  course, he were in  schoo l.  I had fin ished  the  
s ix th  and seventh grades th e re  a t  t h a t  time. I was fu r th e r  
down in  grades than he was, however, but t h a t ' s  how I came to

^^F. D. Moon, taped in te rv iew , 11 April 1972. 

^S l a c k  Dispatch, 17 January 1924.

^^Black Dispatch, 18 September 1924.

^^Black D ispatch, 4 December 1924.
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know him before I made con tact with him f o r  the  pos it io n  I 
had heard was opened a t  Crescent. He to ld  me he was going to  
Crescent the next week-end and he would mention to  th e  Board 
th a t  he had found a te a c h e r .  When he came back, he to ld  me 
the  Board accepted h is  recommendation. I never had to  go out 
to  Crescent f o r  an in terv iew . On h is  recommendation they 
accepted me. I ta u g h t the s ix th  and seventh grades a t  
Crescent.29

By October 1924 F. D. had to  close th e  school f o r  a week so

th a t  th e  carpen ters  could f in i s h  the new add ition  to  the  school.

This inconvenience, however, did not mar the  proud fee l in g s  o f  F. D.,

members of the f a c u l ty ,  and the  community. The Black Dispatch re -

ported : "Douglass i s  now a t  i t s  b es t .  I t  i s  b lessed  now with a

30
ju n io r  high school and th re e  te ach e rs ."

The 1924-25 school y ea r  was f i l l e d  with many achievements. F.

D., Mrs. A lberta Moon, and Miss Sarah Mensor t rav e led  often  with the 

Douglass s tuden ts  t o  various separa te  schools near Crescent, provid

ing o p po rtun i t ie s  f o r  th e  s tuden ts  to p a r t i c ip a te  in  the county f a i r  

held in  Guthrie as well as educational r a l l i e s  which e n ta i le d  s p e l l 

ing and o ra to r ic a l  c o n te s t s .  That year Douglass s tudents  won s p e l l 

ing and o ra to r ic a l  c o n te s t s ,  with Odessa Cox, Sadie Chaney and Ruby 

Henderson winning honors f o r  the  school. The 4H G ir l s '  Club spon

sored by Mrs. A lberta  Moon p a r t ic ip a te d  in  a garden c o n te s t  and the

31
f i r s t ,  second, t h i r d  and fou rth  grade g i r l s  won f i r s t  p r iz e s .

^^Mrs. William H. Glover, in te rv iew , 23 May 1977. 

^^Black Dispatch, 9 October 1924.

Black Dispatch, 4 ,  28 May 1925.
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The school continued to  expand I t s  curriculum. By December 

1925 th e re  were ten s tuden ts  in the  n in th  grade. The school now had 

a ju n io r  high school and was o ffe r ing  high school work. The PTC r e 

mained a c t iv e .  At th e  beginning o f  the  y e a r ,  F. D. was promised 

another add ition  to  th e  facu l ty .  This promise was f u l f i l l e d  in  

November 1925, when William Glover was added to  the  f a c u l ty ,  r a is in g  

the number o f  facu l ty  members to fou r .  According to  a report in  the 

Black Dispatch: "Prof. Glover o f  Chandler, Oklahoma, began work in

vocational a g r ic u l tu re .  Douglass is  very proud they a re  the only

32
school in  Logan County th a t  has vocational work." Glover re c a l le d :

When I went to  Crescent to teach a t  Douglass, th e  building con
s i s t e d  of th ree  rooms. The two o lde r  rooms remained and the 
new add ition  was very la rge and had a s tage in  i t .  I t  served 
as a classroom and as an auditorium. Mr. Moon occupied the  new 
room. We had coal s toves, no l i b r a r y ,  and the textbooks were 
furn ished  or bought by the parents  f o r  t h e i r  ch ild ren . I had 
to  have my c lasses  in the Methodist Church which was not too 
f a r  from the schoo l.33

D is t r i c t  pou ltry  shows were one o f  the  school y e a r ' s  high

l i g h t s .  The show fo r  1925-1926 was under the  d i r e c t io n  o f  F. D. and 

Glover. D is t r i c t  11 and the separate  school o f  P leasan t Valley won 

the chicken showing. Douglass won f i r s t  p r ize  in the  showing o f  

eggs. The second h ig h l ig h t  of the  season was the marriage of Sarah 

Menser and William Glover a t  the home o f the  Moons.

^^Black Dispatch, 5 November 1925; 3 December 1925. 

^ \ i l l i a m  H. Glover, in terv iew , 23 May 1977.

^*Black Dispatch, 11 March 1926.
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In an e f f o r t  to  expand th e  in t e r e s t  o f  th e  s tuden ts  a t h l e t i c 

a l l y ,  F. D. met with o the r  black p r in c ip a ls  in  K ingfisher ,  the 

county se a t  o f  Kingfisher County in w est-cen tra l Oklahoma. This 

meeting led  to  the  o rganization  of the Westside A th le t ic  Association. 

The organization offered  opportun ities  fo r  b lack boys and g i r l s  of 

designated areas to  compete in  basketball conferences. Conference 

games were held with separate  schools of Dova, Enid, K ingfisher, 

Hennessy, Lacy, Chandler, Luther, and Seward. Often th e  Westside 

Teachers' Team would play against the  s tu d en ts .  The team o f  teachers 

was usually  composed o f  F. D. Moon, Raymond King, William Glover, 

Wallace King, W. R. P a tte rson ,  Glen Smith, and Floyd King.^^

Unlike the white school in  Crescent, Douglass did not have a 

gym. This made i t  d i f f i c u l t  fo r  the  team to  p ra c t ic e  and play home

conference games. William Glover s t a t e s :

The Board ren ted  the community Sweet Potato  House so Douglass 
could have a gym to play basketball in .  I t  was about four 
blocks from the  school. This was a place where th e  commun
i t y  kept t h e i r  sweet potatoes a l l  w in te r.  People in the com
munity could go the re  and get sweet po ta toes  whenever they 
wanted to ,  but we used the  Sweet Potato House f o r  p rac tic ing  
and playing b a s k e tb a l l .36

By 1925 F. D . 's  leadership  a b i l i t y  was rece iv ing  growing s t a t e 

wide a t te n t io n .  He was e lec ted  p residen t o f  th e  Langston Alumni

A ssociation , superin tendent o f  the  F i r s t  B a p t is t  Church Sunday

^^Black Dispatch, 14 January; 11 March 1926. 

^^Mrs. William H. Glover, in terv iew , 23 May 1977.
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School, t r u s t e e  o f  his church, p r in c ip a l  o f  the  separate  school, and

Chancellor Commander in the  Knights o f  Pythais,^^

The Pythais Lodge was bigger than the Masonic Lodge ever was 
a t  one time in  the S ta te  o f  Oklahoma. We had people l ik e  Dr. 
Wickum and A. J. K irkpatr ick . Every yea r  v/e'd have the Grand 
Lodge meeting. We had our meetings a t  our Lodge H a ll ,  a two- 
s to ry  bu ild ing . F. D. helped to  build th i s  bu ild ing . I t ' s  
s t i l l  th e re .  We ra is e d  the  money fo r  the  hall by giving box 
suppers , pledges, and membership fees .

People pledged th e i r  labor to  bu ild  the  h a l l .  I l a id  some 
o f  the blocks for th e  build ing myself. Moon played a la rge  
p a r t  in  t h i s .  He was the  community le ad e r ;  everything came

^ ^ I b id . ,  A lso, Black D ispatch. 14 January 1926.

In f a c t ,  F. D. s ta te d :  "My connection and assoc ia tion  with the  
Langston University  Alumni A ssocia tion , as I remember i t ,  dated from 
1922 o r  1923. The organization had ceased to  function fo r  several 
y e a rs ,  when ten o r  twelve o f  us met in  the Tabernacle B ap tis t  Church, 
Oklahoma C ity , a t  the c lo se  o f  the  Oklahoma Association o f  Negro 
Teachers, one Saturday afternoon and e ffec ted  a new organization  . 
Nolan P u r t le  was elected p re s id e n t ,  Mary Page Purtle  ( I  am not sure) 
was chosen fo r  sec re ta ry .  I was e lec ted  t r e a su re r .  I never received 
a d o l l a r  as t r e a s u re r  . . . . O n  July  4 , 1926, I was e lec ted  p res id en t  
o f  the Alumni Association upon nomination o f  Professor W. L. Gilmore.
I was g re a t ly  su rprised . Sam Sadler was e lec ted  t r e a s u re r  . . . .  
Pennie Kennedy, now of Waukomis, was e lec ted  sec re ta ry  . . . .  Those 
were the  days when one paid h is  own way to the Board of D irecto rs  
meetings . . .  For several years  a f t e r  1926, the year I was f i r s t  
e le c te d ,  a few o f  us s truggled  along without n o tice .  This continued 
u n t i l  th e  Association became more independent and m i l i t a n t .  . . In 
1934, th e  Board o f  D irectors went on record as favoring a Board of 
Regents f o r  Langston University  whose term of o f f ic e  would not be 
coterminous with t h a t  of th e  governor. O fficers  and re p re se n ta t iv e s  
met with E. W. Marl and, Democractic nominee fo r  governor, and went 
on record as posing the question of making Langston U niversity  ac
c red i ted  by the North Central A ssociation o r  some o ther  acc red it in g  
agency; second, t h a t  Langston U nivers ity  be removed from the  domina
t io n  o f  p e t ty ,  partisan  p o l i t i c s ;  t h i r d ,  th a t  the s t a t e  provide 
tu i t i o n  f o r  Negro students who must go out o f  s ta t e  to  do graduate 
and p rofessional work; f o u r th ,  th a t  an alumnus o f  Langston U niversity  
be placed upon the  Board o f  Regents o f  Langston U nivers ity ."  Alumni 
B u l le t in ,  February 1941, p . 3 .
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through him.^®

F. D. added another te ach e r ,  Miss Leeoshia H a rr is ,  to  the s t a f f

in  September 1926.^^ She explained:

Being j u s t  out of Kansas S ta te  T eacher 's  College, I was in  
need o f  a jo b .  So, I made a p p l ic a to rs  to  various schools in 
Oklahoma and, of course, I sen t an ap p l ic a t io n  to  Crescent.
Fred came to  Oklahoma City to  in terv iew  me. Later I had to  go 
to  Crescent to  be interviewed by Mr. Charlie  G raff.  I shall 
never fo rg e t  the m illion  questions  he asked me. Anyway, I was 
h ired .  Douglass d i d n ' t  have physical educa tion , so I coached 
the  g i r l s '  basketball team. I a lso  tau g h t in  th e  elementary 
department. F in a l ly ,  I taught high school English and was the
l i b r a r i a n . 40

Early in  the  1926-27 school y ea r  Alonzo Lewis o f  Enid came to  

Crescent to  organize a band.^^ This was a community and school spon

sored p ro je c t .  The School Board did no t h i r e  a band in s t ru c to r  but 

F. D. f e l t  the  need fo r  t h i s  kind o f  in s t r u c t io n .  Thus, with mutual 

agreement between Mr. Lewis, F. D. and members o f  the  black community.

^®Mr. William H. Glover, in te rv iew , 23 May 1977.

During the tw enties and even l a t e r ,  s o c ia l ly  and c u l tu r a l l y ,  
i t  was o f ten  necessary th a t  blacks m ain tain  a separa te  ex istence in  
the  South as well as the North. One o f  the  m an ifes ta t ions  of the  
black man's s tru g g le s  to  become s o c ia l ly  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  was the  r e 
markable growth of f r a te rn a l  orders and b e n e f i t  a s so c ia t io n s .  Masons 
and Odd Fellows maintained la rge  memberships. In ad d i t io n ,  organiza
t io n s  l i k e  the  Knights o f  Pythais and th e  Knights of Tabor competed 
fo r  membership among black men. Some were s trong  in  c e r ta in  l o c a l i 
t i e s ,  o the rs  had memberships th a t  extended over several s ta te s  and 
owned the  build ings which housed t h e i r  main o f f i c e .  ' John Hope 
F ranklin ,  From Slavery to  Freedom: A H istory  of Negro Americans, 
pp. 404, 406.

^^Black Dispatch, 16 September 1926.

^^Leeoshia Harris Moon, in te rv iew  held 1314 Northeast 8th 
S t r e e t ,  Oklahoma C ity , Oklahoma, 14 Ju ly  1977.

Black Dispatch, 21 October 1926.
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42
the  band was organized.

Teachers, s tu d e n ts ,  and members o f  the  community were p a r t i c i 
pants  in  the  band. Mr. Lewis came to  Crescent on week-ends 
from Enid f o r  band p rac t ice  on Saturdays. There was no money 
to  pay him. Sometimes members o f  the band would pay h is  t r a i n  
f a r e .

Teachers who p a r t ic ip a te d  in th e  band were: F. D. Moon, trum
p e t ;  William Glover, c l a r in e t ;  Leeoshia H arr is ,  saxaphone; and 
Mrs. Sarah Glover, v io l in .  A few of the  community p a r t ic ip a n ts  
were: William and Pledger Bufford, co rn e t ,  and Martin Clay, an 
ex -s tu d en t o f  Douglass played th e  trombone. There were a few 
Douglass s tuden ts  who p a r t i c ip a te d .  The band would play f o r  
church programs, the  Knights o f  Phthais m eetings, and school 
pagents . Sometimes the  band would play f o r  a l i t t l e  community 
c a l le d  Zion, not f a r  from Crescent, and have parades between 
Crescent and Zion, though the roads were awfully sandy and
d u s ty .43

Most o f  the  s tuden ts  could not a ffo rd  band instrum ents  and the

44
school d i s t r i c t  did  not make appropria tions  f o r  th i s  kind o f  a c t iv i t y .

F. D ., th e  te a c h e rs ,  and community leaders  held fund r a i s in g  d rives  

to  pay f o r  band instrum ents and re la te d  expenses. One fund ra is in g  

a c t iv i t y  was th e  "Miss Crescent" c o n te s t .  C ontestan ts  were: Leeo

sh ia  H arris  o f  Douglass school, Ruth Thornton o f  Clay Valley school,

and Mary Riley o f  F ra ize r  school. Miss H arris  ra ised  th e  most money

45
and thereby  won th e  c o n te s t .

One o f  F. D . 's  pe t p ro jec ts  in  1927 was to  organize a Douglass

42 

*Ibid.

Leeoshia H arris  Moon, in te rv iew , 12 August 1977. 

43,

44 I b i d . ,  Black Dispatch, 14 September 1926. 

*^Black D ispatch, 14 November 1926.
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School fo o tb a l l  team. He went t o  two o f  h is  board members, Charlie

G raff and I .  W. Culp, and they decided to  have weekly movies to  help

finance the  p ro je c t .^ ^  William Glover r e c a l le d :

Moon got the  p ro jec t s t a r t e d .  The Board ren ted  an old movie 
downtown t h a t  the whites no longer needed. At f i r s t ,  t h i s  
seemed to  be a good idea, because the blacks co u ld n 't  a t tend  
the  movie f o r  whites. Moon f e l t  t h a t  the  black community 
needed some kind o f  recrea tion  and t h i s  p ro je c t  would help in 
two ways. F i r s t ,  i t  would help buy uniforms fo r  the fo o tb a l l  
team, and second, i t  would give a r e l i e f  f o r  the need o f  r e c re 
a t io n  fo r  the  black community.

The movie la s te d  about two y e a rs ,  and the  money was used f o r  
a t h l e t i c s .  But we ju s t  d id n ' t  have th e  crowd to  take care 
o f  the  expense of the movie, so the  idea o f  the  movie was 
taken to  the  school, every Friday night.47

The fo o tb a l l  team was organized during the 1928-29 school y ea r

and William Glover was appointed the coach. According to  Mr. Glover:

We d i d n ' t  have much of a fo o tb a l l  team th a t  f i r s t  y ea r .  We 
only made one touchdown, and th a t  was with Luther. The score 
was 40 to 6. Hartford Taylor made the  f i r s t  touchdown in  the  
h is to ry  of the  Douglass schoo l. L a te r ,  the  team was f a i r ,  and 
we always bea t Guthrie.4°

The major problem confronting F. D. and Coach Glover was being 

able  to  provide adequate uniforms f o r  the  team. To o u t f i t  a p layer  

c o s t  about $25 to  $30. The weekly movies d id  not generate  s u f f i c i e n t  

income to  cover t h i s  expense. F. D. and Glover c o l le c te d  used 

uniforms from the University of Oklahoma, Oklahoma S ta te  U n ivers ity ,

^®Mrs. William H. Glover, in te rv iew , 23 May 1977. 

^ ^ I b id . ,  A lso .Black Dispatch. 22 December 1927. 

^^William H. Glover, in te rv iew , 23 May 1977.
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and CA&NU.49

Need fo r  a New Building 

During the  summer o f  1929 F. 0. received h is  B.S. Degree from 

CA&NU, a t  the  age o f  33. This had been accomplished through year ly  

summer school enrollm ents. P o l l ie  Moon died on February 2 ,  1929 

and the re fo re  she did not l i v e  to  see F. D. rece ive  h is  degree.

His most ambitious a c t iv i ty  was h is  obvious ac t io n s  toward building

49lbid.
50

F. D. Moon, in te rv iew , 7 August 1975; Irene Moon, interview ,
14 February 1976.

By 1929 F. D. was serving as P res iden t o f  the Langston Alumni 
A ssociation; and e lec ted  (1929), P resident o f  th e  Oklahoma Associa
t io n  of Negro Teachers (OANT). Through the combined e f f o r t s  o f  the 
Langston Alumni Association and P res iden t Zachary Taylor Hubert of 
CA&NU $1,000 was secured by donations, c o n tr ib u t io n s ,  and Alumni 
fees  to supplement $2,000 given by the  S ta te  L eg is la tu re  and the 
J u l iu s  Rosenwald fund to  complete a $3,000 a l lo c a t io n  fo r  the l ib r a ry  
a t  CA&NU. From th i s  e f f o r t  over 8,000 books were added to  the 
schoo l 's  l i b r a r y .  In add ition  F. D. Moon and the  Langston Alumni 
Association in the  form o f  a re so lu t io n  condemned the s tu d e n t 's  
s t r i k e  a t  CA&NU in  1929 and went on record as favoring  the  adm inistra
t io n  of Z. T. Hubert. Black D ispatch , 10 January; 14 February 1929.

While accepting the presidency o f  the Oklahoma Association o f  
Negro Teachers in  February 1929, F. D. was described  as perhaps ta k 
ing the most courageous stand on the  question o f  the  school laws o f  
Oklahoma than any Oklahoma black educator. He advocated seeking 
amendments which would p a r t i a l l y  c o r re c t  e v i l s  in  the s ta tu te s  of 
the  C onstitu tion . I f  then , th i s  could not be done, he advocated t h a t  
the  c o n s t i tu t io n a l i ty  of the  law be a ttacked in  the federa l courts .  
F in a l ly ,  he recommended the se le c t io n  o f  a s t a t e  superv iso r  fo r  Negro 
schools in  order  to  s tandard ize  the  work of th e  separa te  schools over 
the  S ta te ,  and questioned the  a d v i s a b i l i ty  o f  p lacing  CA&NU under th e  
control o f  the Board o f  A gricu ltu re .  See, Black D ispatch, 14 Febru
a ry ;  7 March 1929.
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a new Douglass School in Crescent. The new add ition  leaked and was

in  need o f  constant rep a ir .^ ^  F.D. re c a l le d :

A fter  my th i rd  y ea r ,  I was ab le  to  add another room to  the old 
bu ild ing , which I know now was a mistake because when we b u i l t  
the new room onto the old bu ild ing  which had been b u i l t  in  the  
'90s ,  th a t  kind of fixed the th in g .  I should have delayed i t  
longer. But now, having caught onto the  e ra  o f  having b u i l t  
the new room to  place onto the  old b u ild in g ,  I d i d n ' t  make 
th a t  same m istake.52

The th ree  room s t r u c tu re ,  which had proven inadequate for 

grades one through e leven , housed more than 90 s tudents  in  1929.

"The inadequacy o f  the  th ree  rooms, and more e sp e c ia l ly  the  new ad

d i t i o n ,  was more evident during the  time o f  school c lo s ing  a c t iv i 

t i e s .  These a c t iv i t i e s  la s te d  sometimes as long as a week. Each 

c la ss  was represented during th a t  week giving p lays, o p e re t ta s ,  and 

May Day exerc ises .  Members o f  both black and white communities
CO

a ttended . I t  was too sm all ."

In s p i te  of the  conditions presented by the growing need fo r  

a new school bu ild ing , F. D. worked su ccess fu lly  w ithin the  confines 

o f  the th ree  room s tru c tu re  to  develop a "model s c h o o l . T h i s  

accomplishment was in  harmony with th e  exerted e f f o r t s  o f  the  Okla

homa County Superintendents to  in c rease  i n t e r e s t  in  the  ru ra l  pub lic

^^Mrs. William H. Glover, in te rv iew , 23 May 1977. 

^^F. D. Moon, taped in te rv iew , 11 April 1972. 

^^Mr. William H. Glover, in te rv iew , 23 May 1977. 

S*Ibid.
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schools . B e t te r  housing cond itions ,  s a n i t a t i o n ,  h ea l th ;  s a t i s f a c 

to ry  and s u f f i c i e n t  equipment; organization  o f  school work; commun

i t y  coopera tion; a t t r a c t iv e n e s s  o f  surroundings; good c i t iz e n sh ip ;  

and ca re fu l expenditure o f  school funds were some o f  the  standards 

and ob jec tiv e s  of a model s c h o o l . A c c o r d i n g  to  Mr. Glover:

We had a 'model school ' in  s p i te  of c e r ta in  problems. The 
school yard was c lean .  Mr. Moon was thought well o f  through
out th e  community. This was evident by th e  th ings  the school 
and community did to g e th e r .  They had taken a g r ic u l tu re  out 
o f  Douglass and replaced i t  with in d u s t r ia l  a r t s .  The school 
and community cooperated with th i s  e f f o r t .  We made and re 
pa ired  fu rn i tu re ,  tu b s ,  plows, chicken houses, small rooms, 
and porches. People o f  the  community furnished the  m a te r ia ls  
and we'd do the  work.

Mr. Moon was as p a r t i c u la r  about play as he was about school 
work. He worked j u s t  as hard on the playground as he did in 
the  classroom. We played volley  b a l l .  I f  the  ch ild ren  made 
a mistake playing vo lley  ball on the  playground, to  him th a t  
was j u s t  l ik e  making a mistake in the classroom.

Sometimes our attendance was low, due in p a r t  to  the  cotton 
seasons. The ch ild ren  had to  pick co tton .  We managed to  keep 
the  sess ions  on a nine month term, however. Other members o f  
the  fa c u l ty  taught most of the lower grades. Mr. Moon taught 
the  upper grades. He taught mathematics, h i s to ry ,  a lgeb ra ,  
and English; he taugh t s tudents  Latin a f t e r  the  n in th  grade. 
Those th a t  were taught Latin had a b e t t e r  background than 
those  th a t  never knew about Latin . Every y ea r  Mr. Moon added 
u n i t s  to  the  curriculum. With the  growing enrollment and 
enlargement of the s t a f f ,  the re  was a d e f in i t e  need fo r  a

^^Oklahoma, Twelfth Biennial Report o f  the  S ta te  Superintend
en t  of Public  In s t ru c t io n s ,  1928, p. 31.

During 1921 a b u l le t in  e n t i t l e d .  Physical Features o f  Public 
School C en ters , was issued by the  S ta te  Department o f  Education. 
This b u l l e t i n  was the beginning of the 'Model School' movement in  
Oklahoma. County score cards developed by County Superintendents 
furnished the  base fo r  a s t a t e  model school score card adopted by 
the ru ra l  school d iv is io n  fo r  use throughout th e  s t a t e .  Ibid.
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la rg e r  school build ing.

The New Douglass 

Between the l a t e r  p ar t  o f  1929 and the  e a r ly  p a r t  o f  1930,

F. D.,  with the  ass is tance  of County Superintendent Irene Sloan, 

q u a l i f ie d  th e  Douglass School f o r  f inanc ia l  a id  from th e  Rosenwald 

Funds to help finance a new school b u i l d i n g . I n  add ition  to  count

ing th e  Crescent population, one o f  th e  requirements o f  the  Rosen-
C O

wald Funds, he co l lec ted  other needed da ta .  A fter  th e  app lica tion  

and plans f o r  the  new building were approved, cons truc tion  f o r  the  

$18,000 school building was s ta r t e d  in  January 1930.^^ The end of

^^.William H. Glover, in te rv iew , 23 May 1977'.

^^Black Dispatch, 3 April 1930.

"School o f f i c i a l s  des ir ing  a id  from the Rosenwald Fund had to  
have the  County or City Superintendent secure an ap p l ica t io n  from 
th e  Oklahoma S ta te  Department o f  Education. The ap p l ica t io n  had to  
be signed by the  County or City Superintendent having supervisory  
con tro l o f  th e  school."  See, E. A. Duke, "Rosenwald Buildings in  
Oklahoma," in  John Vaughan, e d . ,  Rosenwald School Day Program (Okla
homa City: Oklahoma S ta te  Department of Education, 1932J, p. 11.

®®F. D. Moon, taped in te rv iew , 11 April 1972.

^^Black Dispatch, 23 January 1930.

"By 1932, th e re  were in Oklahoma 197 sep a ra te  Rosenwald school 
b u ild in g s .  The to t a l  cost of the se  build ings was in excess of 
$1,100,000 o f  which the  Rosenwald Funds con tr ibu ted  $145,055. The 
blacks gave more than $28,000, whites more than $5,000, and the pub
l i c  a u th o r i t i e s  more than $900,000. These bu ild ings  were located  in 
43 o f  the 77 counties in  the s t a t e .  In the  program fo r  a id  the Fund 
cooperated d i r e c t ly  with the S ta te  Department o f  Education. Care
f u l l y  prepared plans were fu rn ished . Buildings rece iv ing  aid  had to  
be erec ted  by plans approved by the  s t a t e  department and a
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the school term was the  projected time f o r  the completion o f  the new 

building.®^

In May 1930, F. D., the Douglass f a c u l ty ,  s tuden ts  and members 

o f  th e  black and white communities held a ded icational se rv ice  in  

the auditorium o f  the  newly completed school. Dr. A. Baxter Whitby, 

Grand Master of the Masonic Lodge, gave th e  ded ica to r ia l  speech.

The following school y ea r ,  F. D. added two new te a c h e rs ,  Anita
go

Alexander and L i l l i e  Bufford Andrews, to  th e  fa c u l ty .  During th e  

1930-31 school y e a r ,  Douglass High School o f  Crescent with 12 u n i t s
go

was acc red ited  as a th ree  year high school by s t a t e  s tandards.

The standard of acc red ita tion  f o r  Douglass were standards s e t  by

64
the Bureau o f  High School Inspection f o r  a l l  schools o f  the s t a t e .

re p re s e n ta t iv e  o f  th e  fund. The plan se le c te d  was usually  based up
on the  study of the community made in  advance fo r  the purpose of de
termining i t s  needs and the type o f  school program th a t  i t  proposed 
to  develop." E. A. Duke,"Rosenwald Buildings in Oklahoma," pp. 9-11.

^^Black Dispatch, 3 April 1930.

Black Dispatch, 8 .Hay 1930.

^^William H. Glover, in terv iew , 16 May 1977.

A. Duke, "Accredited Negro High Schools 1930-31," in John 
Vaughan, e d . ,  Rosenwald School Day Program, p .  23.

®^See A. L. Crable, "The Development of Accredited High 
Schools in  Oklahoma During the Past Decade,"(Masters Theses, Univer
s i t y  o f  Oklahoma, 1927),p. 2.

"By 1930 the high school op p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  blacks in  Oklahoma 
were not more than 40 per cent o f  the  average opportun ities  fo r  a l l  
ch ildren  in the  s t a t e .  Of the s ix ty - s ix  b lack schools in the  s t a t e
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During the school year o f  1930-1931, F. 0. secured a l ib ra ry  

f o r  the  new school through the  a ss is tan ce  of the  Rosenwald Fund.

The Rosenwald Fund secured books fo r  both elementary and high school 

l e v e l s ,  underwriting one-th ird  o f  the c o s t  o f  books and paying a l l  

o f  th e  c o s t  fo r  d e l iv e ry  to th e  schools. Douglass, l i k e  most o f  the 

common schools in  Oklahoma, included both elementary and high school.®® 

A considerable  amount o f  time was spent by F. D. Moon during 

th e  school year  o f  1930-1931 beau tify ing  the  school grounds o f  the 

new s c h o o l . T h i s  was in keeping with suggestions of th e  Rosenwald

in which some high school- work was done during the  school year  1930- 
T931, only 32 were accredited  under th e  s t a t e  s tandards s e t  by the 
Bureau o f  High School Inspection . There was only one s tandard fo r  
acc red ited  high schools and a l l  schools both white and black had to  
meet t h a t  s tandard ."  Oklahoma, Fourteenth Biennial Report of the  
S ta te  Superintendent o f  Public In s t ru c t io n s .  1932, pp .81, 84-85.

®®F. D. Moon, taped in terv iew , 11 April 1972; Also, E.A. Duke 
"L is t  of Schools and Counties Qualifying f o r  Library Aid Given By 
J u lu i s  Rosenwald Fund to  1932," i-n John Vaughan, e d . ,  Rosenwald School Day 
Program, pp. 12, 13.

The Rosenwald elementary l ib r a ry  consis ted  o f  155 c a re fu l ly  
s e le c te d  books fo r  pup ils  in the  f i r s t  e ig h t  grades. This provision 
was fo r  any black school with two or more teachers  employed. The 
a p p l ica t io n  fo r  the  l ib ra ry  must be signed by the  County Superintend
e n t  o r  th e  City Superintendent and presented to  th e  S ta te  Department 
o f  Education. A school d i s t r i c t  w arran t, check, in  the amount o f  $80 
payable to  th e  S ta te  Department o f  Education Rosenwald Library  Fund 
must accompany the a p p l ica t io n .  The Rosenwald Fund added $40 to  
t h i s  amount and paid fo r  the f r e ig h t  on th e  $120 l i b r a r y .  A high 
school l i b r a r y  could be secured on the  same terms and fo r  the  same 
Amount. The rece iv ing  school was required  to  provide a s u i ta b le  
bookcase and to  care fo r  the books." E.A. Duke, "L is t  o f  Schools 
and Counties Qualifying fo r  Library Aid Given by J u l iu s  Rosenwald 
Fund to  1932", p. 11.

66F.D. Moon, taped in te rv iew , 11 April 1972.
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D irector o f  School house Planning.®^ The e f f o r t  was not a strenuous 

one to  F. D. According to  him:

I always l ik ed  beauty. We leveled  th e  grounds, planted f low ers , 
shrubbery and t r e e s .  All o f  t h i s  was done to  make i t  a t t r a c 
t i v e  around the  yard . There are  t r e e s  there  now th a t  were 
p la n ted .  There 's  a big tree  I p lanted with my own hands.
There i s  a lso  one locus t  t r e e  t h a t  I planted with my own hands. 
We'd go down on the creek where we could find them. I 'd  ge t 
the  la rg e r  boys to  go with me, and we'd get t r e e s  la rge  
enough to  be replanted and p lanted them to  make the  place a 
b ea u t ifu l  p la c e .68

During the  summer of 1931, P. D. was offered th re e  p r in c ip a l - 

sh ip s ,  one a t  Crescent, another a t  Washington High School in  Luther, 

Oklahoma, and the  t h i r d  a t  Douglass High School in Wewoka, Oklahoma.

He signed w ith  Luther but f in a l ly  ended up as p r inc ipa l  of th e  Doug

la s s  school in  Wewoka. F. D. did not re tu rn  to  Douglass u n t i l  the  

following y e a r  when the  school had i t s  f i r s t  graduation exerc ises  fo r  

the tw elth  grade s tu d en ts .  Mr. E. W. Giddings o f  R e n t ie s v i l le ,  Okla

homa, who succeeded him as p r in c ip a l ,  in v i ted  F. D. to  give the gradu

ation  add ress .

Frank Williams, "Suggestions f o r  Rosenwald School Day Work 
Program," in  John Vaughan e d . ,  Rosenwald School Day Program, p. 18

"The teachers  in  charge of the  planning o f  th e  Rosenwald school 
grounds were to  o u t l in e  a d e f in i te  plan o f  development then add to  
t h i s  plan y e a r  by y ea r  un ti l  i t  was complete. A plan o f  fu tu re  de
velopment was to  be l e f t  in the school so th a t  the next te acher  may 
follow i t .  On th i s  drawing the walks, driveways, b u i ld in g s ,  play 
a rea s ,  were to  be id e n t i f i e d ."  Ib id .

GBp. D. Moon, taped interview, 11 April 1972.

G ^ ib id . ,  Mrs. William H. Glover, in te rv iew , 23 May 1977.
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Students whom F. D. had known and worked with were among the  

graduating c la s s ,  including William Bufford, Ezell Cox, Luther Craw

fo rd ,  Juan ita  Henderson, and Odessa Carr. He spoke to  the  graduat

ing s e n io rs  on the su b jec t  o f  "Pioneering," bringing out the f a c t  

th a t  they were pioneers in  the  S ta te  o f  Oklahoma in  education fo r  

black people, as well as pioneers fo r  education in Crescent. He 

shook hands with the  c la s s  v a le d ic to r ia n ,  Odessa Cox. A fter a few 

p le a sa n tr ie s  with both black and white people of the  community, he 

returned to  his new p o s i t io n  as p r inc ipa l of the  Douglass High 

School in  Wewoka.

^^Mrs. William H. Glover, in te rv iew , 23 May 1977.



CHAPTER V 

DOUGLASS HIGH SCHOOL IN 

WEWOKA, OKLAHOMA, 1931-1940

During the  surrmer o f  1931, F. D. signed a co n tra c t  f o r  the  

p r inc ipa l ship o f  Washington School in  Luther, Oklahoma, a small 

town in northeastern  Oklahoma County. In the  meantime, he was 

o ffered  a pos it ion  with th e  Douglass High School in  Wewoka, a po

s i t i o n  he wanted very much. This presented a perplexing s i tu a t io n  

s ince  the Board of Education in  Luther was not recep tive  to  the  

idea of re le a s in g  him from the  c o n tra c t .^  In reasoning with the  

board , F. D. proposed:

This p o s it io n  i s  open in Wewoka now. I t  may not be opened 
again in  f ive  y e a rs .  I f  i t ' s  open in f iv e  y e a r s ,  i t  may 
not be offered  to  me. I t ' s  a circumstance t h a t  doesn 't  occur 
every day. I t ' s  an oppo r tu n i ty ,  and th i s  i s  my chance. I t
may be the  only time in my l i f e  t h a t  I 'd  have i t . 2

This d iscourse  impressed th e  Board. "They looked around a t

each o ther  and re l iev ed  me from th e  c o n t ra c t  . . . .  I t  had taken

me th ree  weeks to  ge t re le a se d ,  bu t I went on to  Wewoka."^

V .  D. Moon, in terv iew  held 1314 Northeast 8 th  S t r e e t ,  Okla
homa City, Oklahoma, 7 August 1975.

^Ib id .

^Ib id .

93
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The Community

Wewoka, a Creek word meaning "roaring  w aters ,"  is  the  county
4

s e a t  of Seminole County. The composition of the population in 

cluded whites and Indians, o f ten  re fe r re d  to  as "na tives ,"  and a 

preponderance o f  b lacks .  The black and white communities were
5

geographically  separa ted .

The black community was comprised o f  a considerable number 

of businesses: two drug s to r e s ,  s ix  grocery s to r e s ,  two funeral 

homes, and a la d ie s  ready-to-wear s to r e .  There were several phy

s ic ian s  and lawyers. Many of th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the community 

evolved around the  school, the F i r s t  B a p t is t  Church, United Metho

d i s t  Church, and the  A.M.E. Church.®

F. D. was hired under County Superintendent Calvin S. Vance 

to  succeed Daniel W. Lee as p rinc ipa l (1927-1931) of Douglass 

High School.^ He was requested to  come to  Wewoka in the  n ig h t ,
p

and was impressed with what he saw. There was a new high school.

^George H. Sh irk , Oklahoma Place Names, 2nd e d . ,  rev . (Nor
man: U niversity  o f  Oklahoma P re s s ,  1974), p. 254

®Elnora K. Lee, in terv iew  held 1325 Northeast 34th S tre e t ,  
Oklahoma C ity , Oklahoma, 15 May 1977.

®Ibid.

^ Ib id .
p

F. D. Moon, taped in terv iew  held Oklahoma C hris tian  College, 
Living Legend L ibrary , Oklahoma City , Oklahoma, 11 April 1972.
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a  bu ild ing  which had been bull t i n  1928^ The old schoo l,  which housed 

th e  ju n io r  high and elementary departments, s t i l l  remained. The 

school had been accred ited  by the s t a t e . T h e r e  were paved s t r e e t s ,  

shrubbery, and t r e e s  around the  bu ild ings .  To F. D ., " th is  showed 

evidence o f  development fo r  b e a u t y . F .  D. was h ired  as p rinc ipa l
IP

and superin tendent o f  the elementary, ju n io r  and s e n io r  schools .

The School Curriculum and 'A c tiv i t ie s

During the  f i r s t  few y e a rs ,  very few conspicuous changes were

made. The school maintained i t s  18 high school te ach ers  and e igh t

elementary school te ach e rs .  The high school curriculum consis ted  o f

13
th e  bas ic  course o f  study. In the elementary and ju n io r  high

^Black Dispatch, 9 February 1928.

^^Elnora K. Lee, in terv iew , 15 May 1977.

^^F. D. Moon, taped in terv iew , 11 April 1972.

12
Elnora K. Lee, in te rv iew , 15 May 1977.

Î Ibid.
"In previous years  s t a t e  courses had been prepared la rg e ly  by 

the  superv isors  based on te x t  books. During th i s  time high school 
courses o f  s tudy were being prepared by committees o f  classroom 
teachers  working under the d i re c t io n  o f  a S ta te  Central Committee. 
These courses o f  study were prepared around teaching  u n i t s .  The 
d e ta i le d  u n i t  o u t l in e s  were suggested, and th e  te ach e r  was expected 
to  expand o the r  u n its  in  the  courses. A tten tion  was given to  the 
p repara tion  o f  courses of study in  both secondary and elementary 
schools . English, mathematics, sc ience , L a t in ,  fo re ign  language, 
soc ia l  s c ien c e ,  in d u s tr ia l  a r t s ,  commercial s u b je c t s ,  music, a r t  
and c h a ra c te r  education were courses o f  study fo r  high schools ."  
Oklahoma, T h ir teen th  Biennial Report o f  the S ta te  Superintendent of 
Public I n s t r u c t io n s ,  1930, p. 74.
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sch o o ls ,  basic  courses of study were a lso  ta u g h t,  with specia l empha

s i s  on reading in  the  elementary g r a d e s . I n  a d d i t io n ,  the  sch o o l 's  

a c t i v i t i e s  included a t h l e t i c s ,  debating , band, a music c lub , and PTA. 

Some o f these  a c t i v i t i e s  were in  the  county, o thers  were in terchang- 

ab le  with sep a ra te  schools of neighboring counties .

One change had occurred fo r  F. D.; he had married Leeoshia 

M. H arris  on August 20, 1935. Their daughter Freddye Lee was born 

October 16, 1938.^®

By 1937 accounts concerning a c t i v i t i e s  of Douglass High School 

appeared in th e  Wewoka Times Democract s ta t in g :  "Douglass School 

Seniors Control Colored Section":

Today was 'Senior Government Day' in the  Douglass High School 
system, and during the day sen io rs  took over th e  facu l ty  
pos it io n s  in  the high school, f i l l e d  p rofess ions  o f  the Negro 
race in  Wewoka and have pursued trades  o r  the  vocations in  
s to r e s ,  c a fe s ,  serv ice  s t a t i o n s ,  and undertaking es tab lishm en ts .

1*Ibid,
"In Seminole County during 1929-30, Miss Neva Kennon gave th e  

S tanford  Achievement Tests and found th a t  ch ild ren  o f  the  county 
ranked low in  reading. During 1931 she emphasized the  teaching o f  
reading in o rder  to  bring the schools up to  the national standards 
in  th i s  su b je c t .  A supervisory program was e s ta b l is h e d .  As a r e 
s u l t  o f  th i s  supervision  and the  help  of the  Jeanes Teacher employed 
by th e  county, Seminole County had a g re a te r  number o f  elementary 
acc red ite d  black schools than any o th e r  county in  th e  s t a t e .  A 
g re a t  deal o f  th e  work was represented by b u l le t in s  and m a ter ia ls  
prepared by th e  County Supervisor and d i s t r ib u te d  by the  o f f ic e  o f  
th e  County S uperin tendent."  Oklahoma, Fourteenth Biennial Report 
o f  th e  S ta te  Superintendent of Public In s t ru c t io n s ,  1932, p. 17.

I ^ lb id .

^^Biographical Sketch o f  F. D. Moon (Oklahoma City: Oklahoma 
Publishing Company, (1958).
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and even in  th e  c i ty  police department, where one boy today 
followed the rou ting  of th e  colored policeman, B ert Watts.

Superintendent F. D. Moon yie lded  h is  job fo r  one day to  
Leodus Banks, president o f  the  c la s s .  He s a id ,  'The purpose 
o f  the  day, held fo r  the f i r s t  time, i s  to  acquain t s tuden ts  
with the  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  o f  c i t iz e n sh ip  and provide them with 
some vocational guidance. F o rty -f ive  w ill graduate  a t  Com
mencement . . . . '

This F riday, Douglass w ill sponsor a county wide 'S en io r  Day' 
fo r  eighth  grade graduates, in v i t in g  more than a hundred 
pupils  to  be guests  of th e  Douglass freshmen c l a s s .  School 
buses w ill  bring the pupils  in from twenty-one ou tly ing  sep
a ra te  school d i s t r i c t s .  17

In 1937 the eighth  grade students  sponsored a May Day program.

The a c t i v i t i e s  were planned by the  physical education department,

headed by F. H. H arris .  Music f o r  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  was provided by

18
the Douglass band under the d ire c t io n  of L. J .  Webb. The high

school boys demonstrated marching and gymnastic e x e rc ise s .  The high

school g i r l s  demonstrated cadet marching, s tu n ts  and pyramiding.

Parents o f  th e  ju n io r  high p a r t ic ip a te d  in  a Maypole a c t i v i t y .  The

a c t i v i t i e s  ended with a so f tb a l l  game between the  high school boys
19

and th e  Douglass fa c u l ty .

"Honor Night" was an annual a f f a i r  a t  the Douglass school.

At th e  end o f  the  school year honor c e r t i f i c a t e s  were given to  s tu 

dents fo r  scho lorsh ip  and p e rfec t  a ttendance . Dr. W. L. Knight o f

^^Wewoka (Okla.) Times Democrat, 28 April 1937.

^^Wewoka (Okla.) Times Democrat, 29 April 1937.

^^Wewoka (Okla.) Times Democrat, 18 May 1937.
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the  Wewoka Board o f  Education presented th e  honor c e r t i f i c a t e s  fo r

scho larsh ip  and p e r fe c t  a ttendance. A trophy was given to  the  most

20
useful c i t i z e n  chosen by a committee to  screen c lass  nominees.

In 1937 Leodus Banks, a s e n io r ,  and William Cremp, a ju n i o r ,  were 

presented the  Most Useful C it izensh ip  award by Ben D. Floyd, p r e s i -  

dent o f  the  Wewoka Board of Education.

Also in 1937 P. D. Moon was e lec ted  to  the S ta te  A th le t ic  

Board o f  Control during a meeting o f  the  Grid in McAlester. The 

Board acted in the  i n t e r e s t  o f  b lack  high school a t h l e t i c s  through

out the s t a t e .  Members o f  the Board served fo r  s ix  y e a rs .  The 

Board helped d i r e c t  the  fu tu re  course o f  th e  black high school fo o t

ba ll  competition and to  c u r ta i l  inadequacies noted during the  sea

son. For example in  1937 Booker T. Washington High School o f  Tulsa , 

Oklahoma, was awarded th e  S ta te  championship fo r  the  separa te  schools. 

The Douglass Wildcats o f  Wewoka were named the second b e s t  g r id  team

of the  s t a t e  when i t  was discovered th a t  Douglass High School o f

22
Oklahoma City had played in e l ig ib le  men during the  season.

Douglass High School A c t iv i t i e s  and P ro jec ts  

By 1938 Ron Stevens, Works P ro jec ts  Administration (W.P.A.) 

A dm inistrator, approved cons truc tion  fo r  add itions  to  the  Douglass

ZOlbid.
Z^Ibid.

22
Wewoka (Okla.) Times Democrat. 21 December 1937.
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High School a t  a co s t  o f  $35,470. Overcrowded cond itions  o f  the

23
school had warranted the  add ition . This problem fac ing  Douglass, 

as in  many separa te  schools o f  the s t a t e ,  stemmed from two f a c t s .  

F i r s t ,  s t a t e  law required  85 per cent o f  th e  school budget be spent 

fo r  s p e c if ic  purposes, not including new bu ild ings .  Second, the  

Rosenwald Fund had discontinued giving f in an c ia l  a id  fo r  the con

s tru c t io n  of school build ings fo r  blacks. These two f a c t s  made i t  

almost impossible fo r  counties to  provide th e  needed buildings fo r  

the separate  schools . Thus the W.P.A. helped to  r e l i e v e  th i s  prob

lem in  Oklahoma.

The proposed W.P.A. construction  fo r  the  Wewoka separate  high 

school was an extension southward on the  ex is t in g  bu ild ing  fo r  a 

d is tance of o n e -h a lf  o f  the o rig ina l b u i ld in g 's  le n g th .  The addi

t ion  was to  inc lude: a basement; a l iv in g  and d in ing  room, sewing 

room and kitchen added to  the home economics department previously  

housed in  two small rooms; a labora tory  and r e c i t a t io n  room fo r  the 

vocational and a g r ic u l tu re  department; a " L i t t l e  Theater" with a

23
Wewoka (Okla.) Times Democrat, 6 January 1938.

24
Oklahoma, Eighteenth Biennial Report of th e  Superintendent 

o f  Public In s t ru c t io n s .  1940, pp. 85, 86.

In Oklahoma, between 1935 and 1940, th e  Work P ro jec ts  Admini
s t r a t io n  (WPA) b u i l t  a t  l e a s t  23 new black school b u i ld in g s ,  r e 
paired 72 and constructed additions to  o th e rs .  The counties  found 
i t  extremely d i f f i c u l t  to  supply the necessary sp o n so r 's  con tribu
t i o n s ,  under the  terms o f  the p resen t law. That cond ition  i s  un
doubtedly responsib le  fo r  the small number o f  black separa te  school 
p ro jec ts  aided when compared with the  d i s t r i c t  schoo ls .  I b id . ,  p. 86.
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sea tin g  capacity  fo r  140 persons, which also  housed band, o rch es tra ,

music c la sse s  and dram atics; a room fo r  the commercial department;
25

and a new c a f e te r i a .

The c a f e te r ia  was under separa te  management. By s t a t e  law 

school appropria tions  were not au thorized  to  provide hot lunches 

fo r  dependent separa te  schools . However, hot lunches could be 

fu rn ished  to  s tuden ts  through th e  economics department. The cafe

t e r i a ’s expenses were derived from the  sa le s  of the lunches.

In the  meantime, during th e  end o f  the 1937-38 school y ea r ,  

the  Douglass High School band p a r t i c ip a te d  with o the r  separate  school 

bands in  a mass concert in  Muskogee, Oklahoma. The Wewoka band led  

the  parade of bands, which included the schools o f  El Reno, Ponca 

City, Oklahoma C ity , Sand Springs ,  Muskogee, and Shawnee. The mass 

concert was under the  d i re c t io n  o f  Gene P. Benjamin o f  CA&NU.^  ̂ Even 

though the  band did a good jo b ,  one p o in t  seemed a source o f  concern 

fo r  F. D.: "The c o n t ra s t  between the  Douglass uniforms and those o f  

the  Oklahoma City band during th e  f a l l  was an embarrassment to  the
po

boys and g i r l s  and the  community." In an e f f o r t  to  e rad ica te  th i s  

embarrassment, he launched a campaign to  ra is e  money fo r  the purchase

25
Wewoka (Okla.) Times Democrat. 6 January 1938. 

ZGibid.
Wewoka (Okla.) Times Democrat. 10 May 1938.

28
Wewoka (Okla.) Times Democrat. 1 February 1939.
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o f  new uniforms f o r  the  Douglass band. The Wewoka Times Democrat r e 

ported  t h a t  th e ,  "Douglass O ff ic ia ls  S ta r t  Drive fo r  Bard Uniforms" 

to  avoid embarrassment:

F. D. Moon, Superintendent o f  Douglass High School, today 
launched a campaign to  ra is e  money f o r  the  purchase of new 
uniforms f o r  the  Douglass band. The school hopes to  have th e  
f u l l  amount o f  $1,272 pledged and the  uniforms purchased in  
time fo r  th e  s t a t e  band meet which w il l  be held in Oklahoma 
City  next May. On th a t  amount, $832 has already been pledged 
by Wewoka colored fo lk s  . . . The uniforms which the  school 
plans to  purchase w ill  cos t $29.75 each and c o n s is t  of Sean 
Brown b e l t s ,  a shako with o s t r ic h  plumes and s u i t s .  Forty- 
two of them are  needed . . .29

In h is  request f o r  f inanc ia l a s s i s ta n c e ,  F. D. s ta t e d :  "Our

po licy  i s  to reduce our reques t fo r  a id  from the public and f r ie n d s

to  the  very minimum, and only in ins tances  o f  actual need . . .

th a t  time i s  now." The e d i to r  of th e  Wewoka Democrat observed t h a t

black supporters of the Douglass High School pledged generously,

"because they  be lieve  in  helping themselves before asking o the rs  t o  
30

he lp ."  Additional pledges came from many w hite people o f  the

c n y . 5 ’

By March 1939 the  Douglass High School Band Uniform Fund had

gone over the to p .  F. D. announced a t o t a l  o f  $1,362 pledged, an

oversubscrip tion  of $186. I f  the  pledges were paid in  f u l l ,  F. D. 

s a id ,  " I t  [ the  money] w ill  be used to  purchase an American Flag to

29

30

31

Ib id .

Ib id .

Wewoka [Okla.) Times Democrat, 23 March 1939.
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accompany the bank and to  purchase add itiona l uniforms o r  r e ta in

32
as a separa te  fund to  provide necessary replacements.

Accredid a t io n .  The Four Year Plan and C en tra l iz a t io n

As the band p ro je c t  ended, E. E. Haley, Chief High School

In spec to r ,  and J .  Andrews, Chairman of the  S ta te  Committee o f  accre-

d ia ted  schools , is su ed  the  following rep o r t :

The Douglass High School of Wewoka was admitted to  membership 
in  the North Central A ssociation o f  Colleges and Secondary 
Schools a t  the  annual meeting o f  the a sso c ia t io n  which was 
held in Chicago, March 30, 31 and April 1 s t .  Notice o f  the  
achievement was confirmed in a l e t t e r  on April the  3rd which 
i s  the following:

'The Douglass High School o f  Wewoka was e lec te d  to  the  member
sh ip  o f  the  North Central A ssociation o f  Colleges and Secondary 
Schools a t  the  meeting in  Chicago, March 30th , 31s t and April 
1 s t ,  1939. I congra tu la te  you and the members o f  your s t a f f  
f o r  th i s  d i s t i n c t  honor '.

S^Ibid.

^^Black Dispatch, 15 April 1939.

The re la t io n s h ip  o f  the high school to  the co llege  was a ma
j o r  problem o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a r t i c u l a t i o n  in  the 1890's  and the  
aspect a ffo rd ing  th e  g r e a te s t  concern was th a t  of en tra ce  o r  ad
mission requirements t o  the  co l leg e .  In 1895, the North Central 
Association was e s ta b l is h e d  with a combinationmmembership o f  
co llege and secondary schools fo r  the  purpose of e s ta b l i s h in g  c lo se r  
r e la t io n s  in  the  North Central s t a t e s  . . .

In 1902, th e  Committee on Unit Courses o f  the North Central 
Association defined  as acceptable a high school which requ ired  
f i f t e e n  un its  o f  work fo r  g raduation . Each u n i t  was defined as a 
course covering a school y ea r  o f  no t le s s  than t h i r t y - f i v e  weeks, 
taugh t in  four o r  f iv e  periods o f  a t  l e a s t  f o r ty - f iv e  minutes per  
week. Furthermore, a l l  high school c u r r ic u la  and requirements f o r  
co llege en trace  were to  include as constan ts  th ree  u n i t s  o f
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This accomplishment placed Douglass High School in  Wewoka as 

the t h i r d  black high school to  be accred ited  by the North Central 

Association, and climaxed a "Four Year Plan" which F. D. had p re

sented to  the Wewoka school o f f i c i a l s  in 1934. The plan included: 

(1) improvement in  f a c u l ty  t r a in in g  ( facu l ty  improvement was to  be 

a t ta ined  by a t tend ing  graduate schools during the summers), (2) 

improvement in  the  physical p la n t  o f  the  school, and (3) North Cen

t r a l  a c c re d i ta t io n  fo r  the school yea r  1938-39.^^

Faculty improvement was presented in such a way to  the We

woka o f f i c i a l s  th a t  individual r a t in g s  would not r e s u l t  in a r a d i 

cal shake-up in  the  school f a c u l ty .  The plan was accepted by the

English and two u n i t s  o f  mathematics. . See Gerald Gutek, An . 
His to r ic a l  In troduction  to  American Education, (New York: Thomas 
Y. Crowell Company, 1970), p. 80.

^^Black D ispatch . 15 April 1939

The number o f  s t a t e  black high schools acc red ited  increased 
from 66 located  in  37 counties during 1938 to  71 located  in 39 
counties during 1940. No acc red ited  black high schools by s t a t e  
s tandards were loca ted  west o f  a north to  south l in e  drawn through 
Watonga and Lawton, although some uncredited high school work was 
o ffered  in  black schools a t  A ltu s ,  C linton, F rederick , Hobert and 
Mangum. A slow in c rease  o f  black high schools acc red i ta t io n  in  
the North Central Association p re v a i le d ,  so th a t  by 1950 th e re  were 
11 black high schools accred ited  by the  North Central A ssociation 
o f  Colleges and Secondary Schools, f iv e  o f  which were added during 
the y e a r  of 1949-50. Oklahoma, Eighteenth Biennial Report o f  the  
S ta te  Superintendent of Public In s t ru c t io n s ,  1940, p. 82. Oklahoma, 
Twenty-third Biennial Report o f  the S ta te  Superintendent o f  Public  
In s t ru c t io n s ,  1950, p . 47.
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county superin tendent and the  Wewoka Board o f  Education. School 

a u th o r i t i e s  proceeded with the  improvement o f  the  physical p la n t ,  

while the  teachers  attended graduate schoo ls .  As a r e s u l t ,  the 

Douglass High School was accred ited  by the  North Central Associa

tio n  w ithout recommending the  t r a n s f e r  o f  a s ing le  te ach e r  from 

the  high school department to  the ju n io r  high o r  elementary school 

due to  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .^ ^

C en tra liz ing  educational e f f o r t s ,  a concept conceived in 

M assachusetts, seemed to  achieve growing acceptance by school sys

tems in the S ta te  o f  Oklahoma, e s p ec ia l ly  in  1939. C en tra l iza t io n  

fo r  the  Seminole County school system was a p a r t  o f  the  "Four Year 

Plan" and was s ta r t e d  during the  adm in is tra t ion  of County Superin

tendent Calvin Vance. Small, inadequate high schools were abolished 

and a l l  high school work fo r  the  separa te  schools was cen tra l ized

^^Ib id .

"The year  1939 marked a l i t t l e  over a quar te r  o f  a century o f  
public education in Oklahoma. When Oklahoma became a s t a t e ,  some 
of  the  teachers  were only e ighth  grade graduates and p r a c t ic a l ly  
a l l  o f  them had le s s  than two years o f  high school work. The County 
th i r d  grade c e r t i f i c a t e  was held by more teachers  than any o th e r  
c e r t i f i c a t e .  Since 1932, the  average elementary teach er  held a two 
year s t a t e  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  based on four years  of high school and one 
to  two years  of co llege  work. Over e igh ty  per cent o f  the  high 
school teachers  held standard college degrees based on four years 
o f  high school plus four years  of co l leg e ,  f o r  the teaching p ro fes
s ion . P ra c t ic a l ly  a l l  high school teachers  had acquired more than 
one-eighth o f  t h e i r  co llege work in the  spec ia l  sub jec ts  they were 
teach ing . Though th e  system was sep a ra te ,  s tandards required  o f  
white teachers  were to be met by black te a c h e r s ."  See, Oklahoma, 
Fourteenth Biennial Report o f  the S ta te  Superintendent o f  Public 
In s t ru c t io n s ,  1932, p. 1.
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in  Wewoka. During t h i s  process of c e n t r a l iz a t io n ,  Superintendent 

Vance and F. D. had th e  a ss is tan ce  and council o f  William W. F ra i-  

z e r ,  Jeans teach er  and superv isor  o f  separate  schools.^® The 

po licy  continued under the  adm inistra tion  of County Superintendents 

Jack Cannon and Calvin I .  Smith. Through th i s  e f f o r t  educational 

o p p o r tu n i t ie s  were made av a i la b le  to  a l l  black students  o f  Semin

o le  county. Students were bussed from a l l  p a r ts  of the county to  

Douglass High School in  Wewoka. Six buses covered the  county.

One school bus t ra v e le d  34 miles one way, covering the  Okfuskee 

County l i n e .  This was considered the  longest bus route in the  S ta te  

o f  Oklahoma. The o th e r  buses covered other p a r ts  o f  the county.

Ib id .  E. A. Duke, "Jeans Teachers in  Oklahoma, 1930-31," 
in  John Vaughan, e d . ,  Rosenwald School Day Program (Oklahoma:
S ta te  Department o f  Education, ly jz ) ,  p. za.----------

^^Ib id .

C entra lized  schools had grown in number and importance 
throughout the S ta te s  s ince  1838, when the Massachusetts l e g i s l a 
tu r e  passed an a c t  au thoriz ing  more d i s t r i c t s  to  e s ta b l ish  union 
schoo ls .  In 1875, th e  f i r s t  well considered plan fo r  c en tra l iz in g  
schools  and conveying ch ild ren  to  a cen tra l school was worked out 
in  t h a t  s t a t e .  In f a c t ,  the  school d i s t r i c t  system and the c e n t r a l 
iz a t io n  o f  school d i s t r i c t s  o r ig ina ted  in the S ta te  of Massachusetts. 
In Oklahoma, a t  l e a s t  one type o f  these  cen tra l ized  d i s t r i c t s  was 
organized in  each county before and a f t e r  s tatehood. The p rac t ice  
o f  providing t r a n s p o r ta t io n  fo r  black s tudents  to  one strong high 
school was found to  be more economical than to  maintain a number o f  
i n f e r i o r  schools in  the county. See, Oklahoma, Twelfth Biennial 
Report o f  the S ta te  Superintendent o f  Public In s tru c t io n s ,  1928, 
p . 41. Oklahoma, Fourteenth Biennial Report o f  the S ta te  Superin
tenden t o f  Public In s t ru c t io n s .  1932, p. 82.
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The W.P.A. a d d i t io n s ,  a p a r t  o f  the  Four Year Plan, were com

ple ted  by 1939 and th e  approximate co s t  o f  the  e n t i r e  school p lan t 

and grounds was $150,000. There were s ix  buildings in the e n t i r e  

system, cons is t ing  o f  a s en io r  high school,  ju n io r  high school and 

an elementary o r  grade school. These schools were housed in  two- 

wing school bu ild ings .  One bu ild in g ,  e n t i r e ly  in d u s t r ia l  a r t s ,  had 

26 classrooms, two auditoriums (one combined with gymnasium), two 

o f f ic e s ,  a " L i t t l e  T hea ter ,"  a study h a l l ,  a l i b r a r y  room, and many

other accesso ries .  Thirteen acres c o n s t i tu te d  the  school ground by

38
the ju n io r  and sen io r  schools .

The overa ll  success of the four year  plan a t  the  Douglass 

school depended p a r t i a l l y  on teachers  pursuing higher education 

which was not a v a i la b le  in  Oklahoma. However, due to  the  aggres

siveness o f  F. D. Moon, many of the teachers  were able to  secure

39
out of s t a t e  t u i t i o n  t o  meet t h i s  goal.

^®Ibid.

^ ^ Ib id . ,  Also, F. D. Moon, taped in te rv iew , 11 April 1972.

Shortly  a f t e r  th e  e leva tion  o f  Henry S. Johnson as governor 
of the S ta te  o f  Oklahoma, 1927-1929, Isaac  W. Young, who was e lec te d  
as p res iden t o f  CA&NU in  1923 by Jack Walton then governor o f  Okla
homa, was ousted as th e  in s t i tu t i o n ^  p re s id en t .  Zachary Taylor 
Hubert was e lec ted  as the  in s t i tu t i o n ^  p res iden t  by Governor Henry 
S. Johnston serving from 1927 to  1931, and favorably  endorsed by th e  
school's  Alumni A ssocia tion , the  OANT and the  Negro P rinc ipa ls  
Association.

When William (A lfa lfa  B i l l )  Murray was e lec te d  governor of 
Oklahoma in  1931, Dr. Z. T. Hubert was dismissed as the p res iden t o f  
CA&NU and Isaac W. Young was again appointed as p res iden t o f  the
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In order to  improve his own educational s k i l l s ,  F. D. attended 

the University  o f  Chicago during the summers and had received h is  

M.A. degree in the  summer of 1939. In 1939 th e  f a c u l ty  cons is ted  of: 

F. D. Moon, p r in c ip a l ,  B.S. Langston U n ivers ity ,  M.A. U niversity  of 

Chicago; E. D. Brown, v ic e -p r in c ip a l ,  B.S. Langston U nivers ity ,

school. Young's reappointment as p res iden t o f  CA&NU was a shock to  
the Langston Alumni Association due to  the f a c t  t h a t  the newly 
e lec ted  governor in a conference with the  Alumni o f f i c i a l s  and Sena
t o r  U. T. Rexoat o f  Ardmore, had agreed to  take  h is  hands o f f  the 
e lec t io n  of a p res iden t  fo r  CA&NU, and allow the  new Board o f  Regents 
fo r  the  school, freedom to  s e le c t  the new p re s id e n t .  Oust what in 
fluences Governor Murray exerc ised  fo r  Young's e le c t io n  a t  th e  l a s t  
moment was not o f f i c i a l l y  known. I t  was known however, t h a t  the 
Alumni o f  the i n s t i t u t i o n  f e l t  t h a t  they were doubled crossed by 
Murray, although the opinion o f  some was th a t  Young performed a 
l i t t l e  p o l i t i c a l  s tu n t  a t  the e leven th  hour.

Gloom and d ispare  engulfed CA&NU involving th e  dism issal o f  Dr. 
Hubert. CA&NU studen ts  were reported  e n ro l l in g  in  out of s t a t e  
schools ra th e r  than have th e i r  graduation c e r t i f i c a t e s  signed by an 
individual who had not had as much s c h o la s t ic  t r a in in g  as th e y ,  th a t  
they would r a th e r  leave than submit to  unbearable conditions imposed 
by Governor Murray and h is  p o l i t i c a l  Board o f  Regents.

In add ition  to  the  s tu d e n t 's  a t t i t u d e s  toward Governor Murray 
placing a t a x i - l i n e  owner and a medical doctor as head of CA&NU sev
era l f a c u l ty  members were accepting  p o s it io n s  in  o th e r  s t a t e s .  By 
the time Dr. Hubert's  terra expired  on August 31, 1931, many o f  the  
well q u a l i f ie d  members o f  the f a c u l ty  had l e f t  the  s t a t e  f o r  le ss  
p o l i t i c a l  educational f i e ld s .

Between February and Ju ly ,  1932, several in c id en ts  occurred 
on the CA&NU campus centered around th e  Hubert Young controversy and 
black educators of the  S ta te  denounced the p o l i t i c a l  domination o f  
t h e i r  educational system. In Ju ly  F. D. canceled th e  reg u la r  Ju ly  
fourth  meeting o f  the  A ssociation which was pointed up by some as a 
re v o lt  on the p a r t  o f  the  Alumni and the  black people o f  the  S ta te  in 
genera l.  On November 24, F. D. met with one o f  th e  most rep resen ta 
t iv e  groups in  the h is to ry  of th e  Alumni A ssociation  in the a u d i to r 
ium o f  CA&NU and in  a speech d e l iv e red  a t  the  time declared th e
f a u l t  with Langston was too much p o l i t i c s  and presented a f iv e  point
plan which included out o f  s t a t e  t u i t i o n  f o r  black graduate s tuden ts .
See Black Dispatch, 12 February, 13 A p r i l ,  30 Ju ly  1931; 2, 9 , Ju ly ,
1 December, 1932.
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graduate s tuden t o f  th e  U niversity  o f  Wisconsin; T. 0. Whitlow, A.

B. Samuel Houston College, M.A. Northwestern, Z. M. H a r r is ,  A.B. 

Hiram College, graduate student o f  Ohio S ta te ;  L. J .  Webb, B.S. 

Langston U nivers ity ,  graduate o f  U niversity  of Southern C alifo rn ia  

and Columbia U nivers ity ;  V. E. McCain, B.S. Langston U nivers ity ,  

graduate s tu d ie s  a t  the  U niversity  o f  Colorado and the  U niversity  

of New Mexico; N. L. Buckner, B.S. Langston U n ivers ity ,  graduate 

s tuden t a t  Colorado S ta te ;  F. H. H arr is ,  B.S. Kansas S ta te  Teacher 's  

College, graduate s tu d en t a t  the U niversity  of Kansas and Iowa S ta te  

College; A. 0. Dunlap, A.B. Lincoln U n ivers ity ,  Pennsylvania, grad

uate student a t  the U niversity  o f  Southern C a l ifo rn ia  and the  Uni

v e r s i ty  o f  Minnesota; E. A. Gorman, A.B. Langston U n iv e rs i ty ,  grad

uate s tuden t a t  the  Hampton I n s t i t u t e  and U nivers ity  o f  Colorado;

T. M. P h i l l ip s ,  B.S. Kansas S ta te  Teacher's College, graduate s tu 

dent a t  the  U nivers ity  o f  Denver. Thus, F. D . 's  goal to  improve 

the  te ach e r t  academic standards a t  Wewoka seemed complete by 1939. 

This was done p a r t i a l l y  through the te a c h e r 's  own i n i t i a t i v e  in

add ition  to  a id  provided some o f  them through s t a t e  tu i t i o n  fo r  

40
graduate work.

^^Ib id .  Also F. D. Moon's personal papers .

In pursuing out o f  s t a t e  tu i t i o n  fo r  black graduate s tuden ts  
o f  Oklahoma F. D. s ta te d  a t  the time: "We fee l  as though the  s t a t e  
should in j u s t i c e  give the Negro boy and g i r l  th e  r i g h t  to  study 
law, medicine and any professional and tech n ica l  course ,  j u s t  as i t  
gives white boys and g i r l s  down a t  Norman." See Black Dispatch,
26 April 1934.
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During th e  completion o f  the  Four Year P lan , severa l a c t i v i 

t i e s  involving s tuden ts  o f  Douglass were noted: In 1939 the school 

observed Negro History Week, with s tuden ts  o f  the  speech department 

v i s i t i n g  various churches o f  the  community, speaking on the achieve

ment o f  blacks in America; the Douglass Cagers won th e  Westside Cen

t r a l  Conference Championship; as guests o f  CA&NU Student Day S ta te

In ad d i t io n ,  when F. D. worked in behalf  o f  Ernest Whitwaith 
Marl and. Democratic candidate f o r  governor o f  Oklahoma in  1934, he 
denounced the Republican Party because o f  the  lack  o f  i n t e r e s t  i t  
had shown black people declaring in an address d e l iv e red  in  Eufaula, 
Oklahoma th a t  "the hope o f  p o l i t i c a l  p res t ig e  fo r  th e  Negro in  the 
South was in th e  Democratic Party  and urged the e le c t io n  o f  Marland. 
See, Black D ispatch, 22 October 1934.

Early in the adm in is tra tion  o f  Marl and, F. D. and the  Legisla
t i v e  Committee of the Langston Alumni sponsored Senate B il l  203 
which was introduced to  the S ta te  L eg is la tu re  by S ta te  Senator Lewis 
Ritzhaupt in 1935. This b i l l  provided S ta te  support f o r  s tuden ts  who 
could not rece ive  desired  graduate courses in the S ta te  of Oklahoma. 
The b i l l  passed the Senate and House o f  Representatives on April 25, 
1935 and was approved on May 2 , 1935 by Governor E. W. Marl and provok
ing c o n s t i tu t io n a l  ac tion  on higher education fo r  b lacks e n t i t l e d  
"T u it ion ."  See, Senate B ill 203 Session Laws 1935, p .  3.

" . . .  The S ta te  Board of Education adm inistered the  law as 
found in A r t ic l e  1 of Chapter 34, Session Laws 1935, as amended by 
A r t ic le  12 o f  Chapter 34, Session Laws 1939, providing f o r  the payment 
o f  tu i t i o n  and mileage to c e r ta in  Negro s tudents  a t ten d in g  i n s t i t u 
t io n s  of higher learn ing  outs ide  the  s t a t e .  For each o f  the  f i s c a l  
y ea rs  ending June 30, 1939 and June 30, 1940, the  L eg is la tu re  appro
p r ia te d  the  sum of $5,000 fo r  the  purpose o f  paying t u i t i o n  and 
mileage r e fe r re d  t o .  During the  f i r s t  year  named, 226 pup ils  a t 
tended school under th e  provisions o f  the  law and t h e i r  tu i t i o n  and 
mileage amounted to  $7,351.57. Their claim s, however, were paid only 
to  th e  ex ten t o f  the  app rop ria tion ,  leaving an unpaid balance o f  
$2,351.57. During the  year ending June 30, 1940, 252 s tuden ts  a t ?  
tended school and f i l e d  claims to t a l i n g  $13,237.68. Claims were paid 
in  th e  to t a l  amount o f  $4,999.85, leaving a balance o f  unpaid claims 
in  the  amount o f  $8,237.83. . ."  See Oklahoma. Eighteenth Biennial 
Report o f  the  S ta te  Superintendent of Public In s t ru c t io n s  ana tne~Tif-  
te e n th  Biennial Report of the S ta te  Board o f  Education, 1940, p. 129.
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Contest, Douglass s tu d e n t ,  Prascovie Hutton, won f i r s t  p r iz e  in  the 

typing co n tes t  and Lee Amy and Jean Scroggins won second and th i rd  

p rizes  re sp e c t iv e ly .  Prascovie Hutton won f i r s t  p r ize  in  the  Fourth 

D is t r i c t  Colored American Legion O ra to r ica l  Contest.^^

At the  beginning o f  the 1939-40 school y e a r .  County Superin

tendent Calvin T. Smith ru led t h a t  black s tudents  could a t tend  

e i th e r  Douglass High School in Wewoka or the  Seminole High School

Black Dispatch. 18 February 1939; Wewoka (Okla.) Times Demo
c r a t . 13 March; 21, 30 April 1939.

By f a r  th e  b iggest annual p ro je c t  sponsored by the Langston 
Alumni Association was th e  State-v/ide In te r s c h o la s t ic  Meet, held a t  
CA&NU in  April o f  each y e a r .  The events included c u r r ic u la r  contests  
in English, Social Science, Home Economics, Mathematics, Science, 
A gricu ltu re ,  and typew rit ing ; Music c o n te s t  included so lo s ,  q u a r te t te ,  
double q u a r te t te  performances; Speech Arts inc luded, o ra t io n s ,  extem
poraneous speaking, i n t e r p r e ta t iv e  reading and dramatic reading. I t  
was the  plan o f  the Association to  assemble a t  one place a t  one time 
a s e r ie s  o f  con tes ts  rep resen ting  the various a c t i v i t i e s  in  which 
black high school s tuden ts  o f  the  S ta te  were engaged. I t  was intended 
to  c o n s t i tu te  a s ta tew ide competition in which the best work in these 
a c t i v i t i e s  were to  be recognized and rewarded. In planning and con
ducing the  Meet the A ssociation had th e  following ends immediately in 
view: (1) To afford  an o b jec t  upon which the  enthusiasm of the high 
school s tuden ts  of the  s t a t e  may be cen te red .  Coming as i t  did in the 
spring o f  the  y ea r  when the  s tuden ts  were very l i k e ly  to  t i r e  of th e  
confinement o f  c la ss  work, the  meet served as a d iversion and created 
an inducement fo r  keeping him in school. (2) To affo rd  a means by 
which the  s tuden ts  o f  high schools in the  various parts  o f  the  S ta te  
were brought toge the r  in  order to  become b e t t e r  acquainted with each 
o th e r  and to  le a rn  o f  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  each o th e r 's  schools. (3) To
afford  an opportunity  f o r  high school s tuden ts  to  become more fam ilia r
with Langston U n ivers ity ,  th a t  they  may understand what i t  i s ,  what i t
o f fe re d ,  and what i t  d id .  The numerous events  served to  bring out
a b i l i t y  in widely d ivergen t l i n e s ,  tending to  s tim ula te  a d iv e r s i f i c a 
t io n  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  in  high school l i f e ,  and in  improving the  standard 
o f  work in  the  high school curriculum by awarding c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  plaques 
or t ro p h ie s .  See Langston Alumni B u l l e t in ,  February, 1941, p. 15.
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located in cen tra l  Seminole County. The su p e r in ten d en t 's  decision 

was made following a  p re sen ta t io n  o f  a p e t i t io n  signed by fo r ty - f iv e  

patrons of th e  black d i s t r i c t s .  The p e t i t io n  requested th a t  the  

black s tuden ts  be allowed to  t r a n s f e r  out o f  the  Seminole High 

School in to  Douglass High School. I t  was pointed out in the p e t i t io n  

th a t  the Seminole school was loca ted  near dance h a l l s  and beer gar

dens, which the  black paren ts  sa id  were detrim ental to  t h e i r  ch i ld 

r e n 's  moral development. Furthermore the "patrons wanted to  send 

t h e i r  ch i ld ren  to  Wewoka because of th e  superio r  ranking held by 

Douglass High S c h o o l . "^2

During the summer o f  1940, P. D. was o ffered  and accepted the  

p r inc ipa l sh ip  o f  Douglass High School in Oklahoma City. Teachers, 

patrons ,  c iv ic  leaders  and school board members, headed by Harry D. 

Simmons, gathered a t  th e  sch o o l 's  gym a t  a reception  in honor o f  the  

nine years s e rv ice  rendered by P. D. during h is  s ta y  a t  Wewoka. The 

reception  was arranged by a committee chaired by E. D. Brown, v ice

p r in c ip a l .  During th e  recep tion  a plaque was presented to  P. D. fay 

Mrs.T. M.Davis, a member of th e  Douglass High School facu l ty .  In 

good s p i r i t s ,  P. D. embarked on a new experience as p rinc ipa l o f  

the  Douglass High School in  Oklahoma City .^^

^^Wewoka (Okla.) Times Democrat, 30 August 1939. 

^^Wewoka (Okla.) Times Democrat, 29 June 1940.



CHAPTER VI

DOUGLASS HIGH SCHOOL IN 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA, 1940-1942

During the  summer o f  1940, F. D. was teach ing  h is to ry  a t  CA&NU

as he had done in  previous summers. According to  him:

I got a c a l l  to  come to Oklahoma C ity . I t  came from the  Super
in tenden t of Schools. At th a t  time Herbert E. Wrinkle had j u s t  
been e lec ted  superin tenden t.  I had been a graduation speaker 
a t  schools in  El Reno and B a r t le s v i l l e  where he had been super
in ten d en t.  He had heard me speak. He c a l le d  me and had me to  
meet him in  room 910 a t  the Skirv in  H otel,  no t  a t  the  Board o f  
Education bu ild ing ,  f o r  an in terv iew . Then the  o f f e r  came.
He d i d n ' t  o f f e r  i t  to  me th a t  day. He to ld  me when I l e f t  h is  
room, ' I  d o n 't  want you ta lk in g  about t h i s ,  having anybody 
pu ll in g  f o r  you. I t  i s n ' t  going to  be f i l l e d  by pull o r  p o l
i t i c s .  ' I s a id ,  'D on 't  worry. I'm going out of here to  736 N.
E. 5th s t r e e t ,  ge t my wife and daughter and go s t r a i g h t  to  
Wewoka,'and th a t  I d id .  My w ife wanted to  t a lk  to  me about i t ,  
but I thought i t  was j u s t  another in terv iew  and I wouldn't t a l k .  
The next morning I had a ca l l  from an ex-coach o f  mine, Vernon 
McCain, who was up e a r l i e r  than I am and had seen the  Daily 
Oklahoman. He s a id ,  'C o n g ra tu la t io n s ' ,  and I s a id ,  'For what?" 
He s a id ,  'You have j u s t  been e lec te d  p r in c ip a l  o f  Douglass High 
School in  Oklahoma C i t y . ' I went out and got my paper o f f  th e  
porch, and i t  was th e re .  So, on the  seventh o f  June, 1940, I 
was e lec ted  the  p r in c ip a l  o f  th e  Douglass High School in  Okla
homa C i ty . '

The Community

Oklahoma City i s  the  county s e a t  o f  Oklahoma County and the

V .  D. Moon, taped in te rv iew , held Oklahoma C hris tian  College, 
Living Legend L ibrary , Oklahoma C ity ,  Oklahoma, 11 April 1972.
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ca p i ta l  o f  Oklahoma s in c e  1910. Although u n o f f ic ia l ly  known since 

the  opening o f  th e  Unassigned Lands as Oklahoma City , the  name was 

not o f f i c i a l l y  adopted u n t i l  Ju ly  1 , 1923. According to  the  1930 

census the re  were a l i t t l e  more than 17,000 blacks included in 

Oklahoma C ity 's  to t a l  population o f  200,000.^

F. D. was f a m i l ia r  with the  black r e s id e n t ia l  areas in Okla

homa City . The 300 block on East Second S t r e e t  was th e  main busi

ness section  o f  th e  b lack community. More than $500,000 was in 

vested by blacks in  property  and business ven tures.  Business 

establishm ents operated by blacks included: The Jewel Theater, the  

Jay Cola Bottling  Company (an es tab lishm ent t h a t  furn ished  most of 

the  soda water used by blacks o f  the  c i ty  and many ou tly ing  towns 

within a rad ius o f  f i f t y  m i le s ) ,  the  Roth Broom Factory (shipped 

i t s  products to  h a l f  of the s ta t e s  in the un ion),  the  Stonewall 

Finance Company a local o rganization  t h a t  helped to  underwrite 

black businesses and th e  Provident Mutual L ife  A ssociation. There 

were beau tifu l churches, a h o s p i ta l ,  drug s t o r e s , a hardware s to r e ,  

grocery s to r e s ,  barber shops, pool h a l l s ,  funera l homes, lawyers, 

do c to rs ,  a d e n t i s t ,  soc ia l  workers, and th e  Black Dispatch (which 

d is t r ib u te d  papers to  every s t a t e  in  the  union but mainly served 

Texas, Arkansas, Kansas and Oklahoma.)

^Black Dispatch, 25 December 1930. 

^Ib id .
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F. D . 's  b ro th e r ,  Dr. E. C. Moon, S r . ,  h is  wife V ivian, and 

t h e i r  th re e  ch ildren  — Edward Crawford Moon, J r . ,  Vivian P au le t ta  

Moon, and Inman Hale Moon (Named fo r  Dr. Inman E. Page, whom : 

both P. D. and h is  b ro th e r  g r e a t ly  admired) — had moved to  Okla

homa City in  1935. His s i s t e r ,  l e t t a  Moon, was teaching home eco*- 

nomics in the Oklahoma City sep a ra te  school system.^

The School System 

The Oklahoma City sep a ra te  school system was involved in  a 

reorgan ization  plan mandated by a new Board o f  Education, causing 

one of the  most extensive shake-ups in  i t s  h is to ry .  In a spec ia l  

session  o f  the  new Board, 14 o f  th e  152 separate  school teachers  

in  the  c i ty  were dropped from the  "active  l i s t . "  Reemployment was 

defe rred  on 12 teachers  ; te n  were sen t  l e t t e r s  questioning t h e i r  

q u a l i f ic a t io n s  to  teach  in  th e  system based on t h e i r  r e s id e n t ia l  

and m arita l  s t a tu s .  Three teach ers  who were f i r e d  the  previous
5

y e a r  by the  old Board were re h ir e d .  Such ac tions  prompted F. D. 

to  comment:

^Dr. E. C. Moon, J r . ,  interwiew h e ld .3100 Forest Park Terrace , 
Oklahoma C ity , Oklahoma, 7 December 1977.

^Black Dispatch, 10 June 1939.

The school board 's  r u le  in regard to  the  res idence o f  c i t y  
te achers  was th a t  they must l i v e  in  Oklahoma City o r  env irons ,  but 
i f  the  sa id  husband o f  the te a c h e r  i s  l iv in g  elsewhere and does not 
maintain a home in  Oklahoma City the  te a c h e r 's  legal res idence was 
declared to  be wherever th e  husband re s id e s .  Ib id .
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I had no thoughts o f  coming to  Oklahoma City. As old tim ers 
know, Oklahoma City schools in the '3 0 's  had reached a low 
ebb. At l e a s t  tv;o o f  the members o f  the Board of Education 
went to  the  p e n i te n t ia ry .  I f  one d i d n ' t  go, he was convicted 
and maybe through various delays d i d n ' t  go . . . the charges 
o f  s e l l in g  jo b s ,  and the  corruption  o f  the Board o f  Education 
was widespread.®

F. D. replaced Charles 0. Rogers (1935-40) as principal o f  

Douglass^ and was named chairman o f  the  Oklahoma City black p r in c i 

p a l s .  However, the  Black Dispatch explained the  d ispos ition  o f  th e  

Board to  th e  public:

P rinc ipa l  Moon would not assume h is  fu l l  du ties  in  th i s  capac
i t y  t h i s  year  due to  the  crowded program in connection with 
h is  new p o s i t io n .  But he w ill  serve as adm in is tra to r fo r  th e  
elementary schools and w ill  be a medium through which a l l  prob
lems w ill  be ca rr ied  d i r e c t ly  to  Superintendent Wrinkle. He 
w ill  no t be resp o n s ib le ,  however, f o r  the in s tru c tio n a l  d e p a r t
ment o f  elementary schoo ls ,  as th a t  w ill  come under the d u t ie s  
o f  Mrs. Lucy W insle tt .8

The Douglass Jun ior-Sen ior  High School was located a t  600 

North High, a new s i t e  s ince  1934. The $300,000 bu ild ing , located  

in  the  h e a r t  o f  the  th ic k ly  populated black community, had t h i r t y -  

f iv e  classrooms, an auditorium , and a gymnasium. The reo rgan iza tion  

o f  the  sep a ra te  schools in  Oklahoma City under Superintendent Wrinkle 

f o r  the 1940-41 school year  r e su l te d  in f o r ty - f iv e  teachers ,  th re e  

c le rk s ,  and four custodians comprising the  Douglass Junior and Senior

^F. D. Moon, taped in te rv iew , 11 April 1972. 

^ Ib id .

^ Black Dispatch, 27 Ju ly  1940.
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g
High School personnel.

E stab lish ing  th e  School Norms 

F. D. Moon was formally introduced to  h is  s t a f f  along with 

Herbert E. Wrinkle a t  a program held a t  th e  Douglass High School aud

itorium and sponsored by the  Oklahoma City A ssociation o f  Colored 

Teachers. P rofessor W. C. Sneed, p re s id en t  o f  the  GANT, was master 

o f  ceremonies fo r  th e  occasion. Local school board members p resen t 

were J .  Riley Richards, Roy Turner, David McKowan, Edd H ise l ,  and 

Warren Edwards, p res iden t  of the Board.

Superin tendent Wrinkle introduced F. D .:

I want you to  know t h a t  I am in te r e s te d  in  the  welfare o f  the 
separa te  schoo ls ,  in pe rfec t ing  the o rgan iza tion  o f  schools ,  
w ith Mr. Moon as head. I believe Oklahoma City has th e  b e s t  
schoolman in the s t a t e .  I hope when you meet these ch ild ren  
each day you w ill be physica lly  f i t ,  m entally  op tim istic  and 
e n th u s ia s t ic  in  your work, fo r  you must r e a l iz e  th a t  each 
c h i ld  i s  an individual problem and you should know what so lu 
t io n  i s  best f o r  th an .* '

F. D. was greeted  by h is  s t a f f  with th e  s inging  of "When the

Moon Comes Over th e  Mountain." In speaking to  the  s t a f f ,  he sa id :

Since I have been in  th i s  p resen t p o s i t io n ,  I have been 
c a l le d  by teachers  who s ta ted  they fea red  the  school board 
was about to  dismiss them and o th e rs ,  who openly voiced 
f e a r  o f  the  lo s s  of t h e i r  pos it io n s  in  th e  school system.
But I say to  you now, i f  the  teachers  o f  Oklahoma C ity  are  
freed  from p o l i t i c a l  dominance, we w i l l  bu ild  for you a

^Black Dispatch, 8 February 1941. 

^% lack  Dispatch, 7 September 1940. 

T̂ Ibid.
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school system on the Eastside o f  which you can be j u s t l y  proud.
I t r u ly  be lieve  we have a School Board dedicated to  th a t  pur
pose.

Long before becoming princ ipa l a t  Douglass, F. D. had learned 

to  pray f o r  d iv ine  guidance in  making dec is ions .  The problems con

fro n tin g  him in the  Oklahoma City separa te  schools included job s e l l 

ing and g r a f t  involving the old Oklahoma City School Board. Most 

black teachers  o f  Oklahoma and even members o f  the  new Board were 

not sure conditions could be changed. But F. D. believed  "God takes
■JO

a hand in the every day a f f a i r s  o f  men o f  f a i th  and good w i l l . "

From the beginning o f  h is  tenu re  as p rinc ipa l F. D. made a 

ru le  a t  Douglass t h a t  when the re  was an assembly in th e  school every

one must a t ten d .  Teachers were expected to  go with t h e i r  s tuden ts  

to  the  assembly in which teachers  and students p a r t i c ip a te d  in 

s p i r i t u a l  and cu l tu ra l  s treng then ing .^^  According to  Maurice

Benefee:

F. D. was one of the most powerful b e l iev e rs  in God th a t  you 've  
ever seen. I f  you were a devout a t h e i s t ,  you 'd  have to change 
i f  you worked fo r  F. D. Moon. He was in sp ired  by the  image of 
Inman Page. He s ta r t e d  school here s p i r i t u a l l y .  I d o n 't  care  
how you'd c r i t i c i z e ,  the re  was an assembly everybody went t o .  
He read the  s c r ip tu re  and he o ffe red  extemporaneous p rayer, 
and the  th ing  he asked o f  the  Lord was to  d i r e c t  us in  a l l  our 
doings, th a t  we may do the  b e s t  job HE would have us do f o r

l^ibid.

^^The Oklahoma City Times, 2 March 1955.

^^Maurice Benefee, in terv iew  held 1117 Carverdale Drive, Okla
homa C ity ,  Oklahoma, 17 August 1975.
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Your C hildren . I f  you went th e re  t o  p lay ,  you changed. You 
changed In about the second yea r  because you c o u ld n 't  s tand 
i t  when you rea l ized  what he was teaching you.^^

Within one month a f t e r  the school yea r  began F. D. had organ

ized a Teacher's Study Club. This club provided oppo rtun itie s  fo r

16
teachers  to  keep ab rea s t  of the l a t e s t  professional methods.

Maurice Benefee observed:

I 'v e  sa id  many times th a t  he forced many o f  us to  be q u a l i ty  
teachers and I'm proud of i t .  As I look back over i t ,  i t  was 
hard a t  the time because no one had attempted i t  before. Of 
course, I th ink  I r e a l ly  apprec ia ted  him more a f t e r  seeing 
the th ings  t h a t  he forced us to  do. I t  was fo rced ,  but i t  
was f a i r .  What he d id ,  he appealed to your b e t t e r  judgment.
You had reasonable q u a l i ty ,  and when he got through you could 
see th ings  more c le a r ly .  I 'v e  ta lked  to  many people who have 
since passed who've sa id : 'Yes, I went to  school and I 'v e
received a Bachelor 's  Degree, and I 'v e  received a M aster's  
Degree, but r e a l ly  none o f  th a t  was of much value un ti l  I met 
and worked with F. D.Moon.' Moon used the most i n t e l l i g e n t  
approaches you ever saw. You j u s t  w ouldn 't be lieve  how he 
cou'ld motivate people. He did i t  with pure common sense . . .

F. D . 's  use o f  common sense can be i l l u s t r a t e d  through the

following example. The 1940-41 Douglass fo o tb a l l  team (the  Trojans)

played under two handicaps — graduation o f  several outstanding

players and the  i n e l i g i b i l i t y  o f  key p layers .  F. D. encouraged the

coaches to  play only s tuden ts  who were s c h o la s t ic a l ly  e l i g ib l e

throughout the  y e a r ,  and no t to  allow academically low-achieving

students  to  even work out with the  team. Instead of p lacing emphasis

l^ibid.

^^Black Dispatch, 12 October 1940.

^^Maurice Benefee, in te rv iew , 17 August 1975.
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on winning a t  a l l  c o s ts ,  emphasis was placed on producing sch o la r  

a th le te s .  The Trojans won only three  o f  e ig h t games during the  

season. This caused negative discussions among the Trojan fans .

At the end of the  season, F. D. responded: "As p rinc ipa l o f  Doug

la s s  High School, I  wish to  take th is  opportunity  o f  conveying our 

graditude t c  th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  Oklahoma City fo r  the generous support

and cooperation given our fo o tb a l l  team during the  foo tba ll  season.

18
We hope to  warrant continued support and confidence."

U ltimately th e  new program paid o f f .  In 1945 the T ro jans, 

under the  leadersh ip  o f  Coach V. E. McCain, completed the  second o f  

two of the most successful years  in the h is to ry  o f  the school. For 

th e  second consecutive year  the  Trojans had won the s t a t e  champion

ship  in f o o tb a l l ,  going through an undefeated season aga in s t  T u lsa ,  

Muskogee, Wewoka and Ardmore. They also  won from teams ou ts ide

th e  s ta t e  such as T e r r i l l  High of Ft. Worth, Lincoln High o f  D allas ,

19
and Booker T. Washington o f  Wichita F a l l s ,  Texas.

Often during facu l ty  meetings F. D. led d iscussions on v a r 

ious su b jec ts .  The f i r s t  y ea r  of his tenure and many times t h e r e a f t e r ,  

he s t re s se d :  F i r s t ,  d i s c ip l in e  should be impersonal and understood 

by the  s tuden t .  Second, the  penalty should be adjusted according to  

the  o ffense . T h ird ,  one should be ce r ta in  o f  the g u i l t  o f  the

^^Black D ispatch , 28 December 1940. 

^^Black D ispatch , 26 May 1945.
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studen t .  Fourth, p rim arily  th e  teacher must be responsib le  fo r  the

d is c ip l in e  in  h is  c la s s .  F i f th ,  a knowledge of the psychology o f

the adolescent is  e s sen tia l  on the p a r t  of th e  teacher to  handle
20

d is c ip l in e  problems.

21
In terms of students and te ach e rs ,  the re  were no f a v o r i t e s .

F. D. was f a i r  with the  teachers  but firm ; teachers  were expected 

to  accept th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  job . When teachers  did not 

do t h i s ,  they  were ca lled  in to  his o f f ic e .  He t r i e d  never to  em

barrass  a te acher .  For these  and o the r  reasons, he had a g rea t

22
in fluence  on h is  s t a f f .  "This was d i f f i c u l t  a t  f i r s t  because the

s t a f f  d i d n ' t  l ik e  th a t  kind o f  c o n tro l .  They soon learned to  l ik e

him, but they  d id n ' t  a t  f i r s t . " ^ ^  When he was ready to  d iscuss  a

m a tte r  with a te ach er ,  he o r  she was ca lled  in to  the o f f ic e  and he

would close  the  door. Moses F. M iller  rec a l le d :

He did th i s  to  me on several occasions. I appreciated  i t  
l a t e r .  I d id n ' t  l ik e  i t  too much a t  t h a t  time. For example, 
we had what we ca l led  a v a r s i ty  foo tba l l  team and, o f  course , 
we had the reserve fo o tb a l l  team which were fellows who 
w eren 't  q u ite  good enough to  make the v a r s i ty  team. So, we'd 
s e t  up two schedules. We had d i f f e r e n t  dressing rooms fo r  
the  teams. One of the  coaches took the reserve team to  
Guthrie to  play on Thursday n igh t .  In the meantime, the  v a r 
s i t y  team played a game on Friday n ig h t .  Sometime Saturday

20
Black Dispatch, 14 December 1940.

21
Maurice Benefee, in te rv iew , 17 August 1975.

^^Moses F. M ille r ,  in te rv iew  held 2800 Northeast 18, Oklahoma 
C ity ,  Oklahoma, 6 August 1975.

23
Maurice Benefee, in te rv iew , 17 August 1975.
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ev iden tly ,  Dr. Moon went down to  the  stadium, as he would do 
from time to  tim e, j u s t  looking over th e  th ings  which he was 
custodian o f  as p r in c ip a l .  And o f  course, he went down to  
what we ca l led  the reserve  boys' dressing room. Helmets, 
pan ts ,  blocking pads and the l i k e  were strewn a ll  over the 
a rea .  On the  o ther  hand, the  v a rs i ty  d ress ing  room was spic 
and span. A fte r  the game Friday n igh t ,  I wouldn't leave un
t i l  I saw th a t  i t  was clean. But Dr. Moon went down there  
sometime Saturday o r  Sunday and checked i t  and found the 
v a r s i ty  team's room O.K., but the  o ther one was in  d isa rray .  
Monday morning, he c a l led  fo r  me to  come to  the o f f ic e  be
fore  school s ta r t e d .  He s a id ,  'Mr. M il le r ,  I went down to 
the s tad ium .' I guess he sa id  Saturday, 'and th a t  Junior 
v a r s i ty  dress ing  room is  in t e r r i b l e  d isa r ra y  with high 
priced foo tba l l  equipment s c a t te re d  a l l  over th a t  f l o o r . '
And I s a id ,  'Well, yeah, but Mr. Sharp i s  the  Jun ior  V arsity  
Coach.' He s a id ,  'You are  the  D irector o f  A th le t ic s .  You 
are responsib le  fo r  th e  whole a th le t i c  program. I'm not 
holding Mr. Sharp resp o n s ib le .  He is  working d i r e c t ly  under 
you. You see th a t  these  th ings  d o n 't  happen again , and i f  
you c a n ' t  do i t  as D irec to r  o f  A th le t ic s ,  I ' l l  ge t somebody 
who w i l l . '  He was dead r ig h t .  That taugh t me a lesson .
Even though someone e lse  i s  working in a subordinate position 
to  you, you've got to  delegate  the  a u th o ri ty  to  him and see 
th a t  he does i t .  Then you've done your jo b .  I learned  th a t
le s s o n .24

F. D ., on the  o the r  hand, gave t h i s  account:

I t r i e d .  I was p re t ty  s t r i c t .  I kept s tuden ts  so they were 
respec tfu l and everything. Of course, I l iked  them, and th a t  
has a  g rea t  deal to do with i t .  You've got to  care  about 
people. I f  you are highhanded . . . I d o n ' t  know th a t  th a t  
would turn out so well . . .  . But I was firm  but f a i r ,  gen
t l e  and y e t  p e r s i s te n t  in t ry in g  to  get them where they could 
see the po in t and, th e re fo re ,  I imagine t h a t ' s  what c o u n t s .25

School A c t iv i t i e s  and P ro jec ts  

During the f i r s t  year P. D. contacted George Ragland, p res iden t

2̂ 1

25,

Moses F. M il le r ,  in te rv iew , 6 August 1975.

F. D. Moon, in terv iew  held 1314 Northeast 8th S t r e e t ,  Okla
homa C ity ,  Oklahoma, 7 August 1975.
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of the  Parents Teachers A ssocia tion , and developed plans f o r  the  

y e a r 's  a c t i v i t i e s .  The Hi-Y, sponsored by Bert V. Wadkins, pub

l ish e d  a "snappy weekly pub lica tion"  which reported  news o f  Doug

la ss  School. The Douglass A th le t ic  A ssociation worked toward send

ing the  Douglass School Band and Bugle Corp (under the  d i re c t io n  

o f  Mrs. Zelia  N. Breaux) to  Memphis f o r  the foo tba ll  game between 

Douglass and Memphis. A new cosmetology department was organized

and a correspondence study p ro jec t  and commercial cookery were

26
added to  the  school curriculum.

^^Black Dispatch, 12 October; 23 November, 1940.

Mrs. Zelia N. Breaux began her teaching career  a t  Langston 
U niversity  in 1898 when her f a th e r ,  Dr. Inman E. Page, began h is  
tenure  as the f i r s t  p res iden t o f  CA&NU. She was the head o f  the 
music department of CA&NU from 1898 to  1918 when she resigned to  
become head of the music department o f  Douglass Junior and Senior 
High School, Oklahoma City , Oklahoma, and superv isor o f  music fo r  
a l l  the  separate  schools of the c i t y .  She continued in t h i s  pos i
t ion  fo r  a period o f  t h i r t y  y e a rs ,  r e t i r i n g  a t  the  close o f  the 
school yea r  1948.

Mrs. Breaux i s  remembered throughout Oklahoma and th e  South
west as an outstanding musician, c iv ic  le a d e r ,  and a f r ie n d  and 
co n tr ib u to r  to  the  well-being o f  black youth. In f a c t ,  during 
her f i f t y  years  o f  se rv ice  a t  Langston U niversity  and in Oklahoma 
City she made many con tr ibu tions : The band which she d irec ted  
while a t  Langston had g rea t  in fluence  in  increasing the enrollment 
o f  Langston's CA&NU by a t t r a c t in g  s tuden ts  from throughout the 
Southwest in such la rg e  numbers t h a t  th e  S ta te  o f  Oklahoma placed 
a tu i t io n  fee upon o u t -o f - s ta te  s tu d e n ts .  Oklahoma C i ty 's  separ
a te  schools were n a t io n a l ly  recognized f o r  the s treng th  o f  i t s  
black schools and achievements, due la rg e ly  to  the  leadersh ip  o f  
Mrs. Breaux. In 1918, she organized the  f i r s t  black o rch es tra  in 
the S ta te  of Oklahoma; in 1923, she organized the  f i r s t  Drum and 
Bugle Corps; and in  1936, she d ire c te d  the  organization o f  the 
f i r s t  ju n io r  high school band in the  S ta te  of Oklahoma among 
black schools . F. D. Moon, "Zelia N. Breaux Passes,"  1959, F. D. 
Moon papers, Oklahoma C ity , Oklahoma.
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The new cosmetology department was sa id  to  be the only one o f  

i t s  kind amoung black schools in  Oklahoma. More than two thousand 

d o l la r s  o f  equipment fo r  the  department was purchased by the  Okla

homa City Board of Education. The equipment included one permanent 

wave machine, a condensing lamp, th re e  shampoo boards, and two a l l -  

occasional c h a i r s .  The students  were taught to  give s p i r a l  waves, 

croquignoles, shampoos, f a c i a l s ,  and pedicures. Nila Jewell 

and Bernice Jenkins were h ired  as in s t ru c to r s  fo r  t h i s  program.

The correspondence study p ro je c t  a t  Douglass was es tab l ished  

through the  Work P ro jects  A dm inistration and the Correspondence 

Study Department of the  University  o f  Oklahoma. This program pro

vided an opportun ity  fo r  s tuden ts  to  complete t h e i r  high school 

education through the  University  o f  Oklahoma. The program was 

supervised by accred ited  teachers  under the sponsorship o f  the 

school. The superv iso r  fo r  the program was Lemuel H. Harkey, a 

product o f  Douglass High School and a 1933 graduate of Langston 

U nivers ity .^^

Vocational courses av a i lab le  through the  above mentioned 

p ro je c t  were ace ty lene ,  welding, rad io  operation and r e p a i r ,  motor 

mechanics, ca rp en try ,  mechanical drawing, ae ronau tics ,  meterology, 

and the  opera t io n  and re p a i r  o f  gas engines. Training was a lso

^^Black Dispatch, 23 November 1940. 

^^Black Dispatch. 8 February 1941.
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provided in  bookkeeping, ju n io r  business t r a in in g ,  commercial law,

business  correspondence, vocational mathmatics, typ ing , shorthand,

and fo re ign  language. These were in  addition  to  commercial cookery,

c lo th in g ,  b a r te r in g ,  typ ing , and auto and shoe r e p a i r  ta u g h t  w ithin

the  re g u la r  courses o f  the  school. Trades and in d u s t r i e s  were a lso

s t r e s s e d  in  the  Douglass regu la r  curriculum. Many o f  th e  courses

were acceptable  fo r  college entrance c re d i t s  and a l l  met the  needs 

29
o f  th e  country . All were under H. F. Rusch, d i r e c to r  o f  voca

t io n a l  education.

This vocational emphasis did not mean th a t  F. D. had aban

doned his l ib e r a l  a r t s  i n t e r e s t .  He explained:

I d id n ' t  necessar i ly  change my mind. But a t  Douglass the re  
was a la rg e r  s tuden t body, with d i f f e re n t  areas  o f  i n t e r e s t  
. . . .  You had to  provide a v a r ie ty  of in te r e s t s  to  meet 
the needs o f  the  ch i ld ren .  So, I w asn 't  changing, i t  was 
necessary . . . s tudents  have d i f f e r e n t  in te r e s t s  and you 
must have something to  meet those needs. You take some 
s tu d e n ts ,  i f  you place them in a purely  academic type of 
education , they won't succeed. But i f  you put him in one 
o f  an in d u s tr ia l  type where he can do with his hands, and do 
i t  su ccess fu l ly ,  t h a t ' s  f in e .  But i f  you get him where h e 's  
got to  read books he w on't do i t ,  and you c a n ' t  deprive 
him because of the  i n a b i l i ty  to  read -  -  so give him what he 
can do. The real i n t e r e s t  i s  providing the  bes t s tuden ts  
who can succeed in  l i f e ,  and one w ill  succeed one way, and 
the  o th e r  another way.2*

A demonstration o f  the s tu d e n ts '  d e s i re  to  learn vocations

2*ib id .

^^Black Dispatch, 31 May 1941 
31

F. D. Moon, in te rv iew , 7 August 1975.
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and the  establishm ent o f  vocational education a t  Douglass culminated

in parental approval.

Parents who long ago held th e  theory  th a t  th e i r  ch ildren would 
learn  nothing a t  school re a l iz e d  th a t  i f  the  ch ild  did not 
le a rn ,  i t  was no f a u l t  o f  the  teach e rs  nor the school. For 
with the  i n t e r e s t  now placed on in d u s t r ia l  education, Douglass 
is  equipped to  ge t the needed inform ation and ass is tance  to  
help the  youth f in d  h is  place in  l i f e . 3%

V is ito rs  to  open houses were t r e a te d  to  vocational a c t i v i t i e s ,  

including commercial cookery, taugh t by Zelma Harper, where students 

passed out da in ty  hot r o l l s  and o th e r  samples of foods. Actual 

demonstrations were given in  preparing  foods fo r  h o te ls ,  c a fe te r ia s  

and o ther  public  p laces .  A c la s s  in foods, taught by Mable

E. Brown, was on d isp lay  and s tuden ts  passed out recipes to  t h e i r  

gues ts .  Clothing s tu d e n ts ,  taugh t by Mrs. Garvis Ricks, s ty led  

formais and o th e r  a r t i c l e s  o f  c lo th in g .  Shoe re p a i r  d isp lays by 

s tu d en ts ,  taugh t by C. C. Server,  included shoes th a t  were repaired  

and made by Douglass s tu d e n ts .  Auto r e p a i r  c lasses  displayed a car 

painted by the  s tu d en ts .  Demonstrations were held in physical edu

ca t io n  — boys and g i r l s  enacted rou tin es  o f  d a i ly  c lass  work.

These s tudents  were under the  d i r e c t io n  o f  Miss E. M. Jones,

Lola P ie r re ,  Inman A. Breaux, and KermitKing. Art c lasses  taught 

by Margaret Dabney, exh ib ited  works in  p r in t in g ,  l e t t e r i n g ,  

designing , metal works, ske tch ing ,  woodwork, c lay  modeling and book

^^Black Dispatch. 31 May 1941.
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binding.

During the 1940-41 school y e a r ,  a misunderstanding involving

s tuden ts '  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in pub lic  dances caused much concern by

paren ts .  Parents thought th a t  th e  Douglass f a c u l ty  was sponsoring

dances in undesirable  p laces .  This concern led  F. D. to  w r i te  an

open l e t t e r  to  the  p ub lic :

I have been informed th a t  many parents  are  o f  the  opinion th a t  
the school sponsors such dances. This i s  not t r u e .  Douglass 
High School has not sponsored these  dances, has no o f f i c i a l  
connection with them, and rece ives  no p a r t  o f  the  proceeds 
coming from such a c t i v i t i e s .  Now and then , a soc ia l  may be 
promoted by a school o rg an iz a t io n ,  but these  are in v i ta t io n a l  
and carry  the name of the school who has promoted the same.

Even though the  school has no connection with these  s o c ia l s ,
I am o f  the opinion th a t  p aren ts  should take s teps  to  provide 
the necessary soc ia l  r ec rea t io n  fo r  the Negro youth in Okla
homa City. In many schools o f  the S ta te ,  s o c ia ls  are per
m itted  in the school gymnasium under the  superv ision  o f  the 
regu la r  a u th o r i t i e s ,  thus a ffo rd ing  the best p ro tec tio n  to 
our boys and g i r l s .

For the  most p a r t ,  our young people w ill be encouraged in th i s  
type o f  social rec rea tion  in  s p i t e  o f  our personal a t t i tu d e  
with reference to  i t .  Therefore ,  i t  seems adv isab le  th a t  i t .  
should be provided fo r  under the  most wholesome conditions .

In y e t  another is s u e ,  with regards to  s tu d e n ts '  attendance

a t  school, F. D. cautioned:

We have a g re a t  many absences on Friday o f  each week. The 
same continues on Monday q u i t e  o f ten .  Notice of t h i s  regu
la t io n  i s  being ca l led  to  the  a t te n t io n  of th e  parents  in 
order th a t  the re  w ill  be an understanding o f  f a i l u r e s  which 
come as a r e s u l t  o f  pupils  not a t tend ing  c la sse s  a t  l e a s t

Ŝ Ibid.
^^Black Dispatch, 21 December 1940.
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eigh ty  per cen t o f  the  tim e. We hope to  have our s tuden ts  
a t tend  as near ly  100 per cen t o f  the  time as possib le .  I t  
is  well known th a t  the re  i s  a close co rre la t io n  between 
average d a i ly  attendance and the  number o f  pupils who pass,

I should l ik e  to  ca ll  your a t te n t io n  to  the  necess ity  o f  
having s tuden ts  in school o f  mornings on time. I t  i s  a 
d i s t i n c t  handicap to  s tuden ts  th a t  they should form a hab i t  
of being l a t e  in  coming to  school. Classes begin a t  8:30 
in the  morning and c la sses  c lose  a t  3:45 in the evening.

Although many p o s i t iv e  th ings  occurred during F. D .'s  f i r s t

year a t  Douglass, a l l  was not sweetness and success. According to

F. D.:

The general s i tu a t io n  . . .  was qu ite  depressive . . .  In 
f a c t ,  I decided th a t  I needed a n ight watchman fo r  c e r ta in  
s i tu a t io n s  I knew were p rev a i l in g  in  . . . Douglass High 
School. I wanted to  get someone as n ight watchman the re  
fo r  s ix ty  days. How th a t  leaked out? I presume i t  was be
cause i t  was during the  depression . There must have been a 
h a l f  dozen people who were try in g  to  ge t th a t  job .  Members 
of the  Board of Education were ca l l in g  in saying; why d o n 't  
you take th i s  one and t h a t .  More than one time I wished I 'd  
stayed in  Wewoka because I never had had a l l  th a t  kind of 
in te r fe ren ce  about jo b s .36

In ad d i t io n ,  F. D. did not escape the  pressure of those want

ing to  s e l l  jobs .

There was a m in is te r  here during my f i r s t  yea r ,  and I sh a ll  
never fo rge t him. He was a well educated man, but he wanted 
to  peddle jo b s ;  he wanted to  use me as an instrument fo r  
t h a t  purpose. He'd come to  my o f f ic e  as sometimes I worked 
l a t e  hours. People soon le a rn  your h a b i t s ,  and he 'd  come in 
a f t e r  f iv e ,  and have t h i s  person o r  th a t  he wanted on. Most 
of them had been l iv in g  in  Oklahoma. I knew them f a i r l y  
well and they d id n ' t  o f f e r  very much promise of competence. 
So, I d id n ' t  do what he wanted done. The f i r s t  year  was a

S^ibid .

^®F. D. Moon, taped in te rv iew , 11 April 1972.
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try in g  y e a r ,  and I was as determined as Daniel in the  Bible was 
when he was in a strange p lace ,  he w ouldn 't d e f i l e  him self. I 
resolved under the  pressure o f  th i s  m in is te r  who was extremely 
smart, th a t  I was not going to  d e f i l e  myself by engaging in 
any s e l l - o u ts  o r  th a t  s o r t  o f  th ing .

At one o f  our churches, S t .  John B ap t is t  Church in the  month 
o f  May, a t  the in s ta l l a t io n  o f  the Interdenominational Mini
s t e r i a l  A lliance , th is  same m in is te r  was th e re .  At the close 
o f  the meeting he followed me to my ca r .  He got in  the c a r ,  
and he sa id  to  me: 'I  have worked with you d e l ig e n t ly  th i s
y ea r  to  t r y  to  ge t you to  cooperate , and you have n o t .  I 'v e  
seen "the l i s t "  fo r  next y e a r . '  In those e a r l i e r  days they 
ta lked  about "the l i s t , "  who's on " the  l i s t "  f o r  next year .
' I 'm  so r ry ,  Brother Moon, yo u 're  not on i t . '  I sa id  to  him: 
'Now you and I have ta lked a g rea t  deal th i s  y e a r ,  but you've 
never become acquainted with me. There are c e r ta in  th ings  
I stand fo r .  I stand fo r  those p r in c ip le s  . . .  and I th ink  
i f  I do t h a t  . . . th a t  i s ,  'Do r ig h t  as I see the r i g h t ,  be 
j u s t  and f a i r  to  everybody whether they be o f  high e s ta t e  o r  
low, and work hard. That 's  the philosophy by which I l i v e .
Now i f  th a t  do esn 't  work in Oklahoma C ity , you t e l l  them to  
go ahead and f i r e  me because I have no in ten tio n s  o f  changing. 
But, I th ink  somewhere in the  world t h a t  philosphy w ill  work.
He sa id ,  ' I  d id n ' t  mean to  be im p e r t in e n t , '  and I s a id ,
'N e ithe r  do I ,  but since we've ta lked  so much t h i s  y e a r ,  I 
want you to  r e a l ly  understand me from th i s  day forward. ' He 
never bothered me anymore.

In 1941 th e re  were n ine ty -e ig h t  graduates of Douglass High 

School. The commencement exerc ises opened with an invocation by 

Father Gustane A. Caution, v icar  o f  the Church of the  Redeemer. The 

Douglass High School chorus, under the d i re c t io n  o f  Z e lia  M.

Breaux, provided the  music. Warren Edwards, p re s id en t  o f  the  Board 

o f  Education o f  Oklahoma City, presented diplomas to  the  graduates 

and George R. Ragland, p res iden t o f  the Douglass Parent and Teachers

37Ib id .
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38
A ssocia tion , presented the o rg an iz a t io n 's  award.

Platform guests represented black educators from Oklahoma 

City and surrounding a rea s :  William Glover, L. R. K irkpatr ick ,

F. R. Tillman, D. G. Harden, Gellamar H arrison, H. G. Kinson,

E. I .  Busby, Alfonso Jordan, E. M. Watson, J .  W. Sanford, James 

West, Ora C. Johnson, L. A. H i l l ,  W. G. Sneed, L. L. McGee, Pearl 

Jones, Edna Hobbs, P rofessor A. M. Salone , W. H. McCane, Z e lia  

M. Breaux, E. U. Byrd, Mrs. N. L. McMahon, H. J .  Hendricks, K.

C. King, Mrs. Bert V. Watkins, H. P. Greer and Mrs. L. L. Wiley.

At the end o f  F. D .'s  f i r s t  y e a r  as p rin c ip a l  o f  Douglass 

High School, several school-community p ro jec ts  had been completed. 

Community and business firms had cooperated in p ro jec ts  sponsored 

by th e  sen io r  c l a s s ,  and F. D. wrote to  th e  e d i to r  of the B1ack 

Dispatch:

Accept th i s  l e t t e r  as an expresssion o f  apprec ia tion  on be
h a l f  o f  Douglass High School fo r  the favorable  p u b lic i ty  
given in  the l a s t  week's issue  o f  the  Black Dispatch.

The carry ing  o f  our graduating c la ss  w ithout charge to  the  
school i s  highly apprec ia ted . We hope to  continue the  very 
f r ie n d ly  re la t io n s h ip  e x is t in g  between your very ou ts tand
ing pub lica tion  and our pub lic  school.

I wish i t  were possib le  to  convey our b e s t  wishes to  the  
d i f f e r e n t  firms co n tr ib u tin g  to  making th e  pub lica tion  o f  
the  p ic tu re  o f  our s en io rs  p o ss ib le .  The members o f  the  
class  were q u ite  happy over the  courtesy shown them.40

^^Black Dispatch, 31 May 1941.

3*Ibid.
40

Black D ispatch, 14 June 1941.
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In an open statement to  the  community he sa id :

At the c lose o f  my f i r s t  y ea r  . . .  in Oklahoma City schools 
I would l ik e  to  take th i s  method to  express on beha lf  o f  
Douglass High School our app rec ia t ion  fo r  the  cooperation r e 
ceived from the e n t i r e  community.

We have been helped in  many ways through the wholesome con
ta c t s  made during the course o f  the cu rren t y ea r .  We shall 
spare no e f f o r t  in doing our b e s t  to  solve the  many in t r i c a t e  
problems o f  our community, in such a way as to  promote the 
in t e r e s t s  o f  Negro youth and the  community in  genera l.  In 
t h i s  we in v i te  suggestions and co n s tru c t iv e  c r i t i c i s m .  May 
we a l l  jo in  forces to  promote a p leasan t and b e t t e r  community
l i f e . 41

Organization o f  Girl Scout Troops 

In the summer o f  1941, F. D. c a l le d  a meeting a t  Douglass 

Jun ior-Sen ior High School in  room 309 to  cormulate plans f o r  organ

iz ing  Girl Scout troops fo r  blacks in  Oklahoma C ity . The organi

za tion  o f  the troops was in s t i t u t e d  f o r  the  purpose of giving social 

guidance and rec rea tio n  to  g i r l s .  The meeting was i n i t i a t e d  a f t e r  a 

conference held with Ruth F red ricks ,  Executive Secretary  o f

Girl Scouting, and Miss F lo re t ta  McNeese, Co-ordinator o f  Secondary 

42
Education.

During the  meeting a s te e r in g  committee was named: F. D.

Moon, chairman; Pearl Jones , s e c re ta ry ;  Augusta P. Morgan; Elizabeth 

White; Mrs. Cleo McCain; Walter G. Snned, vice-chairm an, A. M. Tomp

kins; Mrs. D. H. Johnson, and Father  C. A. Roach, Through the  

e f f o r t s  o f  the  s tee r in g  committee Girl Scout

Black Dispatch. 31 May 1941.

^^81ack Dispatch, 22 April 1944, 13 January 1945.
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troops were formed a t  Douglass High School during F. D. Moon's second

. . ,  43 year as p r in c ip a l .

The Second School Year 

During the 1941-42 school y e a r ,  P. D. appeared on the Oklahoma 

City School o f  the  A ir ,  a rad io  program sponsored by KOMA. He re 

ported:

Douglass High School is  a s ix  y ea r  in s t i t u t i o n  including  grades 
from seven to  twelve. I t  has a s t a f f  consis ting  o f  fo r ty - f iv e  
te ach e rs ,  th re e  c le rk s ,  fo u r  custodians and a health  department 
of th ree  fu l l  time employees. The annual enrollment i s  approxi
mately 1,100. Also, Douglass High School i s  one o f  the  three 
high schools fo r  Negroes in Oklahoma accred ited  by the North 
Central Association o f  Colleges and Secondary Schools. The 
o ther  two high schools a re  in  Tulsa and Wewoka.

F. D. d iscussed th e  crowded cond ition  a t  the  Douglass School:

Although our p la n t  i s  well co n s tru c ted ,  i t  i s  t e r r i b l y  over
crowded. Although we have f o r ty - f i v e  in s t ru c to rs  most o f  whom 
teach f iv e  c la sse s  d a i ly ,  we only have th i r ty - tw o  standard 
classrooms. The average room u t i l i t y  o f  a school p la n t  ranges 
from 70 per cent to  80 per  c e n t .  The room u t i l i t y  a t  Douglass 
i s  99 per cen t  p lus. This means t h a t  th e re  is  only one period 
in the school day when th e re  is  a s in g le ,  unused room. I f  
po ss ib le ,  our room u t i l i t y  exceeds 100 per cent i f  we take in 
to  account th a t  French c la s s  i s  taugh t in  a room b u i l t  fo r  an 
o f f ic e  and th a t  several so c ia l  sc ience c lasses  meet in  the 
l iv in g  room of  the  foods department, depriving g i r l s  o f  prac
t i c e  in  t h i s  a rea . Study h a l l s  must be held in the auditorium 
and several c lasses  meet in the  balcony of the auditorium.

Last semester i t  became necessary  to  hold one study h a l l  in 
th e  woodwork shop during in s t r u c t io n .  Several c la sse s  in  
national defense, including welding and a i r c r a f t  and sheet

^^Black D ispatch, 13 January 1945, For information on F. D. 
Moon's con tr ibu tion  to  Girl Scouts in  Oklahoma C ity ,  See Appendix A.

LL
Black D ispatch, 27 December 1941.
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m etal,  have been approved. To find  room to  ca rry  on these 
c lasses  i s  very d i f f i c u l t .

To aid in  national defense and to  r e l ie v e  t h i s  over crowded 
s i tu a t io n ,  the Board of Education has applied  to  the d iv i 
sion of Public Works in Defense, fo r  approval o f  a voca
tiona l school. This p ro jec t e n t i t l e d ,  Oklahoma 34-158 Voca
t io n a l  School -  Colored, Oklahoma C ity , Oklahoma, has been 
approved by the D is t r i c t  Office in  Kansas C ity , M issouri, 
and is  now up fo r  f in a l  approval in the  Central O ffice in  
Washington. A l e t t e r  or telegram to our senate  or re p re 
s e n ta t iv e  a t  Washington urging approval o f  the p ro je c t  
would enhance g rea t ly  our educational o p po rtun i t ie s  in  
Oklahoma City besides promoting our na tiona l defense pro
gram. 45

According to  Neil P ie rce ,  the p ro je c t  e n t i t l e d  "Oklahoma

34-158 Vocational School Colored Oklahoma C ity ,  Oklahoma," was

approved by th e  d i s t r i c t  o f f ic e  o f  Kansas C ity ,  Missouri, with f in a l

approval from the cen tra l o f f ic e  in Washington.*^

By 1946 u n t i l  August 1952, veterans  were taught vocational and 
academic subjects  a t  Douglass High School. G. M. Dodson was 
one of the  f i r s t  in s t ru c to r s .  Later Neil P ierce was hired  to  
head the vocational program fo r  v e te ran s .

Brick masonry, upholste ry ; c a rpen try ,  cab in e t  making, auto 
mechanics, e l e c t r i c a l  eng ineering , r a d io ,  b a r te r in g ,  and t a i 
lo r ing  were taught.  Academic sub jec ts  included English, 
mathematics, and socia l s tud ies  under th e  in s t ru c t io n  o f  El va 
Cooper, Francis Jackson, Alice Kornegay and Sidney Sanders.

This program was es tab l ished  under two laws. The laws were 
PI-16 f o r  d isab led  veterans and PL-346 fo r  able bodied v e t
erans with completed serv ices  or d u t i e s . 4'

*®Ibid.

*®Neil Pierce, interview held 2601 N ortheast 17th S t r e e t ,  Okla
homa C ity ,  Oklahoma, 27 June 1977.

*?Ibid .
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During the  rad io  b roadcast,  F. D. f u r th e r  s ta t e d :

Members of the  Douglass fa c u l ty  have attended and hold Bache
lo r s  and advanced degrees from leading u n iv e r s i t i e s  of America. 
P ra c t ic a l ly  a l l  in s t ru c to rs  are  teaching in  t h e i r  f i e ld s  o f  
major p rep a ra t io n .  Did you know th a t  our school makes ade
quate p repara tion  fo r  college bound pup ils  without fo rg e t t in g  
the  needs o f  the  much la rg e r  group of the  pup ils  not planning 
to  go beyond high school? Between 40 to  45 per cent o f  our 
graduates e n te r  co l leg e ,  although many o f  them drop out be
fo re  graduation . With the  g rea t  inc rease  in  the  population 
o f  the secondary schools ,  occasioned with the  r i s e  o f  popular
i t y  of education during the l a s t  th re e  o r  fou r decades, a 
high school with functional philosophy must not be concerned 
alone with the  w elfare  of co llege prepara to ry  s tu d en ts .  There
fo re ,  we a re  a lso  in te re s te d  in programs fo r  the  educa tiona lly  
neglected, and the  hundreds o f  s tuden ts  who drop out before 
f in ish in g  high school.

In d iscussing  th e  needs o f  s tuden ts  who may drop out as well

as those  who would not a ttend  c o l leg e ,  P. D. s a id :

Five courses — namely, beauty c u l tu re  f o r  g i r l s ,  r e s ta u ra n t  
serv ice  and management, vocational auto mechanics, metalwork 
and vocational a g r ic u l tu ra l  — have been i n i t i a t e d .  Household 
maid and b u t l e r  se rv ice  were e s tab l ish ed  p rev iously .  In our 
course in  r e s ta u ra n t  se rv ice  and management, boys and g i r l s  
a re  using the  c a f e te r i a  as a labora to ry  fo r  p ra c t ic e  th re e  
hours each day. Some of these  boys are  a v a i la b le  a f t e r  school,  
on weekends and during holidays fo r  s e rv ic e  to  r e s ta u ra n ts ,  
ho te ls  and p r iv a te  homes. The commercial cookery school r e 
quires  two years  to  complete the  course . One o f  the  most pop
u la r  as well as p ro f i ta b le  i s  our course in  beauty c u l tu r e .
The equipment provided by th e  Board o f  Education i s  among the  
b es t .  G ir ls  in  these  courses learn  a t  l e a s t  th re e  t r a d e s ,  
which may mean a source o f  an honest l i v in g ,  and enhance t h e i r  
own p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  These s tudents  are  r e g is te re d  with the  
S ta te  Board o f  Cosmetology and a f t e r  completing 1,000 clock 
hours, a re  issued c e r t i f i c a t e s  by the  S ta te  Department o f  Vo
cational Education and an o p e ra to r 's  l ic e n s e  by the  S ta te  
Board o f  Cosmetology perm itting them to  work in  or operate  a 
shop. These g i r l s  a re  being t ra in ed  in  giving manicures, 
f a c i a l s ,  permanent waves, pedicures and o th e r  phases o f

^^Black D ispatch, 27 December 1941.
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49
cosmetology.

F. D. drew a t te n t io n  to  o th e r  new courses i n i t i a t e d  during the

1941-42 school year:

Vocational auto mechanics o ffe red  fo r  th e  f i r s t  time th i s  year 
meets th re e  hours d a i ly  and re q u ire s  two years to  complete the 
course. Boys are  t ra in ed  in automotive techniques and such 
welding as may be inc iden ta l to  the needs o f  th e  t ra d e .  Vo
cational a g r ic u l tu re  providing t ra in in g  in p o u ltry ,  h o r icu l
tu re  and landscape gardening i s  a new course p rim arily  fo r  
boys. One of the most useful among the terminal courses i s  
th a t  o f  mill work f o r  boys. This c la s s  has made ta b le s  and 
glass encasements f o r  the cosmetology department, tab les  fo r  
the  c a f e te r ia  and numerous p ieces  o f  fu rn i tu re  such as cedar 
chests  and ta b le s .  Our vocational course includes general 
m etal, shoe repair ing*  laundry , bar te r ing  and general courses 
in  food and clothing.sO

Students o f  the Douglass Senior High School were already pro

viding domestic serv ices  and f i l l i n g  pos itions  in  business e s ta b l i s h 

ments through t h e i r  bureau of employment. Service o f  s tudents  in 

school was secured through the p r in c i p a l ' s  o f f ic e .

The e x t ra -c u r r ic u la r  program o f  the school included fo o tb a l l ,  

b a sk e tb a l l ,  t r a c k ,  band, o rc h e s t ra ,  chorus, numerous c lu b s ,  pep 

squad, s tudents  forum and s tudent p a t r o l .  The s tuden t p a t ro l ,  sim i

l a r  to  those designed by the  p o lice  was l ik e  the Kiwanis 

Club. The band, under the  d i re c t io n  of Z e lia  N. Breaux, was 

n a t io n a l ly  known. The a r t  department had t ra in ed  several commercial 

sign p a in te rs .  The l i b r a r y  contained approximately 5,000 volumes

4*Ibid.

^°Ib id .
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and had an average d a i ly  c i r c u la t io n  o f  between 260 and 270 books. 

The public  address system used f o r  foo tba l l  games was b u i l t  and in 

s t a l l e d  by shop s tuden ts  under the  d irec t io n  o f  the  In d u s tr ia l  Arts 

Department. A school paper was published weekly by the  Hi-Y. F.

D ., along with his s t a f f  members, defined t h e i r  philosophy and func

t io n  of education to  be "the t r a in in g  o f  youth in  good c i t iz e n sh ip  

and an apprec ia tion  of the  democratic way of l i f e ." ^ ^

Accepting the ideology o f  good c i t i z e n s ,  both the students

and s t a f f  pledged t h e i r  f a i r  share in national d rives  and supported

th e  National Defense Program. The cen tra l  o f f ic e  purchased defense

saving stamps and sold them to  s tuden ts  through t h e i r  respective

homerooms. Also, a l l  Boy Scouts over f i f t e e n  years  o f  age were

organized and the guidance program in the school was strengthened.

A course in  education and vocational guidance was required o f  a l l  

52
nin th  grade pup ils .

In an e f f o r t  to  provide b e t t e r  guidance, pe r iod ic  school-com

munity s tu d ie s  were conducted. The surveys included: (1) Job d i s 

t r ib u t io n  of drop-out s tu d e n ts ,  including occupations of a l l  parents 

o f  s tudents  a ttend ing  th e  school. (2) A study o f  Douglass High 

School graduates from 1937 through 1941. (3) A study o f  co lleges  

attended by the  sch o o l 's  g raduates .  (4) A study o f  the number of

ST Ib id .  

S^Ibid.
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churches, dance h a l l s ,  n igh t c lu b s ,  pool h a l l s ,  th e a te r s ,  and amuse

ment centers  in the  community. (5) A survey study o f  the  trade op- 

p o r tu n i t ie s  fo r  black youth.

The r e s u l t s  o f  the surveys as reported  by F. D. showed th a t  

by 1941:

Students dropping out between the  eighth  and tw elf th  
grades seemed to  p resen t an opportunity  f o r  a par t- t im e  
d iv e rs i f i e d  occupation program a t  Douglass. The graduate 
survey showed th a t  a very small pe r  cent o f  the students 
en tering  college remain the fu l l  four y e a rs .  Therefore, 
more considera tion  should be given the group in  regard to  
trade  and in d u s tr ia l  education. The g re a te s t  number of drop
outs  came between the  eighth and ten th  grades. Therefore, 
vocational t r a in in g  o ppo rtun i tie s  should be made by the school 
to  take care o f  th i s  condition. . . .To the  successful term i
nation of these  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  to  modern youth, to  the pro
motion of our community's w ell-being and the p reservation  of 
the idea ls  of democracy and the American way o f  l i f e ,  the 
l iv e s  o f  the personnel o f  Douglass High School are dedi-
cated.54

F. D. conceived the  idea th a t  Douglass High School should 

serve as a labora to ry  fo r  t r a in in g  s tuden ts  in  the  way o f  democ

racy. In l in e  with th i s  goal,  the f a c u l ty  of Douglass approved the 

organization of a s tuden t council in  1941. In formulating the 

plans f o r  the  o rgan iza tion ,  the  school f a c u l ty  compiled l i s t s  o f  

the weaknesses and the  s tren g th s  o f  such a s tuden t o rgan iza tion .

With th i s  information they concluded: (1) the  s tuden t council 

a t  Douglass would not serve as a c o n t ro l l in g  agen t,  but as  a

S^Ibid.

S*Ibid.
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p a r t ic ip a t in g  o rgan iza tion ,  and (2) i t  would have no au th o r i ty  to  

d i s c ip l in e ,  adm in is te r ,  or a c t  as an adm in is tra t ive  agency. The 

student council was placed under th e  d i r e c t io n  of th re e  fa c u l ty  ad

v is o rs ,  whose du ties  were to  guide the  s tuden ts  in  the  democratic 

processes through school p a r t i c ip a t io n  in various a c t i v i t i e s . ^ ^

The school a c t i v i t i e s  were numerous and appealed to  varied  

in te r e s t s  of boys and g i r l s .  One o f  the a c t i v i t i e s  was in  the 

Lost and Found Department o f  the school. Student council members 

were on duty a t  booths located  on the  main f lo o r  of th e  school to  

receive l o s t  a r t i c l e s .  Their duty was to record the a r t i c l e s  r e 

ceived and s to re  them in an appointed place to  be re turned  to 

owners upon reques t.  "Students could be seen a t  d i f f e r e n t  times 

o f  the day c a l l in g  upon the  rep re sen ta t iv e s  o f  the  Lost and Found 

Department to  tu rn  in or inqu ire  o f  l o s t  item s. I t  b rings  much 

happiness to  s tuden ts  who have l o s t  something of importance. 

Sometimes i t  r e s u l t s  in  te a r s  tu rn ing  to  g r in s  on the  p a r t  o f  a 

lad  who expects punishment from parents  a t  home because o f  the lo s s  

o f  something o f  worth.

^^Black Dispatch, 15 April 1954.

Ŝ Ibid.
During World War I I ,  th e  s tu d en t council was in  charge o f  war 

bonds and stamps s a le s .  They sold thousands o f  d o l la r s  worth o f  
bonds and stamps.

During the  y ea r  1942-43 these  s tuden ts  received from the gen
e ra l  fund $40 to  be used as a revolving fund in  the purchasing and 
sa le s  of stamps and bonds. At the  end of th e  y e a r ,  a f t e r  having
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In 1942 F. D. encouraged Douglass s tudents  and f a c u l ty  mem

bers to  delve in to  s tud ie s  about blacks and t h e i r  accomplishments. 

These a c t i v i t i e s  were not only no ticeab le  with Negro H is tory  Week 

a c t i v i t i e s '^  but a lso  during appropria te  t im s  of the y e a r .  Ac

cording to  Maurice Benefee:

I guess we could ca l l  i t  the 'b lac k  r e v o lu t io n . ' He inp ired  
us to  le a rn  a l i t t l e  b i t  more about black h is to ry .  I sha ll  
never fo rg e t  i t .  Not only in our classrooms but in  g en era l ,  
in assem blies , and various p re sen ta tio n s  th a t  he would make.

so ld  approximately $2,000 worth o f  stamps and bonds a t  the  booth r e 
served fo r  t h i s  purpose, the s tudents  were only 75 cen ts  sho rt  on 
the orig inal $40 given fo r  a revolving fund. They were too proud 
to  permit the  general fund of Douglass High School to  lo se  th i s  75 
cents so the  committee put in the 75 c e n ts ,  thus re tu rn in g  the  en
t i r e  $40 s e t  up as a revolving fund. This yea r  t h e i r  s a le s  have 
been even more remarkable. They handled the  Fourth War Loan and 
Bond sa le  a t  Douglass which ran in to  the  thousands o f  d o l l a r s .
Black Dispatch, 19 February 1944.

^^Black Dispatch, 10 January 1942.

"Carter G. Woodson conceived 'Negro History Week' as a period 
in  which the  co n tr ib u tio n s  of blacks to  the  development o f  c i v i l 
iz a t io n  would be s u f f ic ie n t ly  emphasized to  impress blacks as well 
as w hites. The Association fo r  the Study o f  Negro Life  and H istory  
stud ied  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  a l l  aspects o f  the  black man in  America and 
abroad.

The s o c ie ty  publishes magazines, does research in  black h i s 
to r y ,  d i re c ts  s tu d ie s  o f  clubs and sch o o ls ,  promotes th e  home s tudy 
o f  blacks by m a il ,  produces te x ts  on blacks fo r  schools and c o l le g e s ,  
c o l l e c t s  and preserves the  valuable documents o f  black h is to ry  and 
supp lies  l i b r a r i e s  with special c o l le c t io n s  o f  ra re  books on the 
black man.

In 1926 the  Association began th e  c e leb ra tio n  o f  'Negro H istory  
Week.' This was made an occasion f o r  public  exerc ises  in v i t in g  spe
c ia l  a t te n t io n  to  the achievements o f  b lacks . The thought emerged 
from the mind o f  the founder with the  cooperation o f  m in is te r s ,  te ach e rs ,  
p rofessional and businessmen throughout the  country. The ce leb ra t io n  
proved to be an unusual success ."  John Hope F rank lin ,  From Slavery  to  
Freedom: A History  of Negro Americans, 3rd e d . ,  rev . and e n l .  (New York: 
Alfred A. Knopf In c . ,  1967), p. 545. Also Black D ispatch, 26 September 
1929.



139

And as I look back over i t ,  t h a t  was a very smart move, because 
we never had enough black h i s to ry ,  and he mentioned th a t .  We 
never had a real opportunity  f o r  publications because we d id n ' t  
have publishing houses. We d i d n ' t  have a grea t number o f  
au thors ,  the re fo re  we c o u ld n 't  produce m ateria ls  th a t  should 
have been w r i t te n .  We d id n ' t  have control of the publishing 
houses, so how could we g e t  i t  done?58

In 1942 F. D. was appointed s t a t e  d i r e c to r  fo r  the  Study o f  

Negro Life and History a f fe c t in g  Douglass High School and a l l  separ

a te  schools o f  Oklahoma. His concerns fo r  the  need of black h is to ry  

was expressed a t  the  time;

This s to ry ,  so r e p le te  with events  o f  real worth, has been 
la rge ly  excluded from cu rren t h i s to r i e s  and unless Negro 
scholars  delve in to  th e  arch ive  o f  h is to ry  and bring fo r th  to  
the world the f a c t s  r e l a t iv e  to  Negroes, our youth w ill  grow 
up with an i n f e r i o r i t y  complex.

Negro youth should know th a t  h is  i s  a glorious h e r i tag e .  Much 
has been said about Greek c iv i l i z a t i o n  and the s u p e r io r i ty  o f  
Greek c u l tu re .  But i t  is  in te r e s t in g  to  note the extended 
cha rac te r  of the  c i v i l i z a t i o n  which developed before the  time 
of the  Greek, and by which the Greek cu l tu re  was la rg e ly  in 
f luenced. Greek c i v i l i z a t i o n  was the  f r u i t  of Egyptian c i v i l i 
zation and Ethiopian c i v i l i z a t i o n .

The discovery o f  iron  which te rm inated the Age o f  Stone and 
ushered in the Age of Metal, i s  an African achievement .

. . . I t  is  believed by many a u th o r i t i e s  th a t  Hammurabi, who 
was King of Babylon about 2200 B.C., was a Negro. I f  t h i s  
i s  t r u e ,  and th e re  seems l i t t l e  reason to  doubt, then i t  was 
a Negro who gave the world i t s  f i r s t  g rea t  code o f  laws.
This code can be seen today engraved on a g rea t s h a f t  o f  
b a sa l t .  Stated in  t h i s  code a re  many ideas of r ig h t  and 
wrong which have come down to us .

The s to ry  of these  achievements o f  black people has not been 
revealed very f u l l y  to  Negro youth . Consequently, the

58
Maurice Benefee, in terv iew , 6 August 1975.
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fe e l in g s  o f  being in f e r i o r  and nobody's ch i ld ren  has grown
apace.59

The observance o f  National Negro Health Week f i r s t  occurred 

under F. D . 's  p r in c ip a l  ship in  the  1941-42 school y e a r .  Usually 

t h i s  a c t i v i t y  included f i r s t  a id  demonstrations and j o i n t  assem

b l ie s  fo r  both ju n io r  and sen io r  high school s tu d en ts .  Films and 

p resen ta tions  by a u th o r i t i e s  on health  education co n s ti tu te d  the 

week's a c t i v i t y .  This observance was in keeping with Booker T. 

Washington's b e l i e f  t h a t  "head, h e a r t ,  and health  education" 

made fo r  more e f f e c t iv e  and wholesome l iv in g  conditions fo r  black 

people.

In 1942 Douglass High School's  Health and Physical Education 

Department, under th e  d irec t io n  of Kermit C. King, d i re c to r  of 

Health and Physical Education Department, s tre ssed  "community

^^Black D ispatch , 21 February 1942.

During F. D. Moon's tenure as S ta te  D irector of Negro Life and 
History, Oklahoma ranked second in  the nation in support of the 
National A ssocia tion . Black Dispatch, 15 January 1955. For F. D. 
Moon's co n tr ib u tio n s  in  Oklahoma as d i r e c to r  of th e  Association fo r  
the  Study of Negro L ife  and H istory  Association. See Appendix B.

^^Black D ispatch , 4 April 1942.

"In 1914, the annual Tuskegee Negro Conference considered the 
conservation o f  Negro hea lth .  I t  was here fo r  the  f i r s t  time th a t  
Dr. Washington proposed th a t  a d e f in i t e  time be s e t  as ide  which 
should be known as Health Improvement Week. He believed th a t  more 
and more in  the  fu tu re  we must emphasize not sickness and death, 
but health  and l i f e .  Observance o f  th i s  week comes during the f i r s t  
week o f  April and serves  as a memorial of i t s  founder, Booker T. 
Washington, who was born on April 5 ."  Ib id .
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preparedness."  This was due in  p a r t  to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  the  school had 

a shocking experience in  1941 when organizaing i t s  cosmetology pro

gram. Only seven out o f  twenty g i r l s  passed the  Wassermann te s t .

At l e a s t  ten  s tudents  were needed to  begin the  program. Douglass 

and the c i t i z e n s  o f  the  black community jo in ed  in  a d rive  to  stamp 

out venereal d iseases .

During the  1941-42 school y ea r ,  F. D. i n i t i a t e d  a $1,000 

b e a u t i f ic a t io n  program to  enhance the physical appearance o f  the 

school grounds a t  Douglass Junior-Senior High School. This was 

done through the  schools own i n i t i a t i v e  and w ithout cos t  to  the 

Board of Education. The sen io r  c lass  o f  1942, co-sponsoring this  

program, l e f t  a memorial fo r  the b e n e f i t  o f  f u tu r e  s tuden ts  of 

Douglass High School and presented a $170 check to  Superintendent 

Wrinkle in  a general assembly a t  th e  school. The p resen ta tion  was 

made by Joseph Brown, p res iden t o f  the Senior C lass .  The money was 

to  be used f o r  purchasing shrubbery to  be p lan ted  along the  Fifth 

S t r e e t  s ide  o f  the  school. Upon rece iv ing  th e  g i f t .  Superintendent 

Wrinkle pledged the support o f  the Board o f  Education in  seeing to

61 Ib id .

By 1946 thousands in  the black community were given blood 
t e s t s  f o r  sy p h i l i s  and gonorrhea w ith in  a 45 day period a t  Douglass. 
The program was considered by F. D. as a symbal o f  an aroused 
so c ia l  consciousness o f  the community and a program i n i t i a t e d  to 
preserve l i f e  and con tribu ting  to  the  improved family happiness in 
seeing to  i t  t h a t  ch ild ren  were born hea lthy . Black D ispatch, 6 
April 1946.
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i t  t h a t  the  purposes fo r  which th e  c la ss  had given these  funds would 

be c a r r ie d  o u t .  In addition  to  the  check f o r  $170, the c la ss  of 

1942 purchased one hundred pillows fo r  use a t  the Douglass s c h o o l 's  

stadium a t  a c o s t  o f  approximately $30, making th e i r  to t a l  g i f t  

$200.62

The a c t i v i t i e s  o f  the  c la ss  o f  1942 s e t  a trend fo r  o the r  

sen io r  c la s s e s  in  Douglass High School. This trend ex isted  through

out F. D . 's  p r in c ip a lsh ip  and became known as the memorial c o n t r i 

bution or the  Senior Cl ass P ro jec t .  Class g i f t s  to th e  school -com

munity were financed by monies ra ised  in  concessions a t  basketba ll 

and fo o tb a l l  games. Each memorial con tr ibu tion  was d i f f e r e n t ,  

ranging from scho la rsh ip s  to  funds fo r  the  purchasing of caps and 

gowns to  a memorial con tribu tion  o f  $1,200 fo r  YWCA-YMCA fund.^^

^^Black D ispatch , 27 December 1941; 40 May 1942.

63
Lola Alexander, in terview  held 1311 Northeast 7th S t r e e t ,  

Oklahoma C ity ,  Oklahoma, 2 February 1976. Also Black Dispatch, 4 
June 1949; 18 March 1944.

In 1949, F. D. served as chairman of the Executive Committee 
fo r  the  community branch YMCA d r iv e .  E. K. Gaylord, e d i to r  o f  the  
Daily Oklahoman, was cen tra l  chairman f o r  the  Y d r ive .  This was a 
j o i n t  e f f o r t  f o r  YMCA-YWCA $1,250,000 bu ild ing  improvement fund, a 
p ro je c t  s t a r t e d  in  1947.

During th e  campaign fo r  $1,500,000 in  1947, $1,250,000 was s e t  
as ide  fo r  th e  bu ild ing  o f  a new YMCA fo r  whites,and $250,000 was des ig 
nated f o r  the  black YMCA. By 1949, $1,000,000 was needed to  adequately 
complete the se  two p ro je c ts .  The black community's goal was $30,000 
of  the  $250,000 d r ive  to  be used to  build  a new YMCA fo r blacks.

By Ju ly  1949, the  YMCA purchased e ig h t  lo ts  a t  606-620 North 
East 4th S t r e e t  to  e re c t  a modern YMCA build ing fo r  black boys and 
g i r l s .  The bu ild ing  committee consis ted  o f ;  Dr. W. H. S laugh ter ,  
chairman, Earl M il le r ,  George R. Ragland, George T. Ferguson, A. D.
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F. D. expla ined:

In 1943, our problem o f  renting caps and gowns was so lved . We 
now own them, thanks to  th a t  c l a s s .  We ren t  them each y ea r  to  
graduation c la s s e s  . . . .  Money ra ised  in the  re n ta l  o f  caps 
and gowns i s  used to  give a scholarsh ip  to  a member o f  the  
sen io r  c l a s s ,  winner o f  the most useful c i t iz e n  award. I f  n o t ,  
then the  money goes to  the v a le d ic to r ia n .64

At the  end o f  the  1941-42 school y e a r ,  F. D. expressed to  the

public : .

As p r in c ip a l  o f  Douglass High School, I wish to  take  t h i s  method 
of  extending g raditude to th e  community fo r  the  generous support 
given to  Douglass during the school year  1941-42. We have 
closed our second year  as your p r in c ip a l .  During t h i s  time we 
have learned to  appreciate more and more the high type o f  par
e n t s ,  c iv ic  o rgan iza tions ,  s tuden ts  and general c i t i z e n s  re p re 
sented in  Oklahoma City.

A f a i r  measure o f  success has attended  our way. We are  no 
longer plagued with financ ia l d e f i c i t s  in our school accounts. 
Our debts  are  p a id ,  with bank balances in most accounts.

We are  a t  peace and in  harmony with churches. Chamber o f  Com
merce, and o th e r  c iv ic  groups. More teachers are  co n tr ib u tin g  
and holding membership in the  Chamber o f  Commerce than u sua l.

Many rep o r ts  come th a t  student d is c ip l in e  has improved a t  
school. Our s e n io r  c lass  l e f t  a c la ss  memorial o f  $200, accum- 
mulated by hard work, the i n t i a l  s tep  in a $1,000 b e a u t i f ic a 
t io n  program.

For two success ive  years p r in c ip a ls  and teachers  in  the  
separa te  schools have been e lec ted  a t  the same time as o th e r  
in s t ru c to r s  o f  Oklahoma City schools . This has not always 
been t r u e .  In s t ru c to r s  and other members of the  s t a f f  are  
chosen through reg u la r  school o f f i c i a l s  in the  open. Again

Mathues, W. J .  Edwards and Dr. J .  M. L it t lepage .  Black D ispatch , 
2 A p ril ;  14 May; 4 June; 23 July 1949.

^^Black D ispatch, 18 March 1944.
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th e re  i s  a fee l in g  o f  s e c u r i ty  among school employees, knowing 
th a t  t h e i r  pos ition  depends upon only two th in g s ;  namely, 
f a i th f u l  serv ice  and loya lty  to  our youth . Your support (the 
public) has made t h i s  p o ss ib le .  We thank you and repledge 
our b e s t  fo r  Oklahoma C ity .65

^^Black Dispatch, 30 May 1942.



CHAPTER VII

DOUGLASS HIGH SCHOOL IN OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

1942-1945

P rinc ipa l Moon Speaks

Between 1942r44 school years  th e re  were forty-seven  te a c h e rs ' in

Douglass, th ree  c le rk s ,  a doctor,  a d e n t i s t ,  a nu rse ,  two attendance

o f f i c e r s ,  four cus tod ians , and more than one thousand s tu d e n t s J

F. D. expanded his i n t e r e s t s  within the  community and the S ta te  of

Oklahoma. In add ition  items appeared in  the  Black Dispatch en-

t i t l e d  "Principal Moon Speaks." The items included interview s P. D.

held with Douglass s tu d e n ts ,  excerpts  from speeches made by him to

Douglass s tu d en ts ,  rep o r ts  to  parents  and h is  observations o f

blacks and t h e i r  accomplishments. For example, an a r t i c l e  w ritten

by s tuden t Mozella Jackson quoted an address given by F. D. during

a general assembly a t  Douglass:

E ver^ here  youth in  the  teenage i s  faced with confusion. The 
war i s  on. The government i s  ta lk in g  in terms o f  a 10,000,000 
man army. Friends and r e la t iv e s  a re  being ca l le d  to  the Colors 
every day.

People in a u th o r i ty  are ta lk in g  about dropping the d r a f t  age 
to  18 and 19 yea r  old boys. The Navy i s  ad v er t is in g  fo r  17 
yea r  old vo lu n tee rs .  Women and g i r l s  are being t ra in ed  in 
national defense to  take the  p lace o f  young men ca l led  to  the

^Black D ispatch, 19 December 1944.

145



146

Colors.

All th is  and more adds to  th e  confusion. The problem with 
young people i s ,  'What s h a l l  I do in  the  time o f  such uncer
ta in ty ? '

History has t o  answer the  problem o f  modern youth. In our own 
country the p resen t  war marks th e  seventeenth occasion in  
which we have been involved involved in a major war. The 
to t a l  number o f  war years  in our e n t i r e  h is to ry  has been ap
proximately seventeen, no t inc luding  the p resen t emergency.
The length of our national ex is tence  i s  now in  i t s  one hundred 
and sixty-second year .  No more than approximately 10 per 
cen t o f  our national ex is tence  has been concerned with our 
conditions .

This face of h is to ry  should suggest th a t  youth should pursue 
h is  education u n t i l  the very minute h is  country c a l l s .  Much 
of you th 's  education procedure should continue to  be f o r  nor
mal conditions which are devoid o f  the  f a c t  o f  war. The most 
of l i f e  will probably be concerned with peacetime cond itions ,  
a t  any ra te  the  schools themselves a re  making many o f  th e  ad
justments necessary to  wartime cond it ions ,  so youth w ill  f ind  
some so r t  of shoe fo r  h is  walk.

Parents should see th i s  th in g  through in  i t s  t ru e  l i g h t .
There should be no l e t  down on the  p a r t  of youth themselves, 
nor in the in s is te n ce  of t h e i r  paren ts  t h a t  t h e i r  ch ild ren  go 
to  school now as ever befo re .

This d e f e a t i s t  a t t i tu d e  on both the  p a r t  of parents and youth 
i s  con tributing  to  the  delinquency and fu tu re  i l l i t e r a c y  of 
Negro youth.

Too many, I f e a r ,  are allowing mushroom p ro sp e r i ty  o f  the  
parents to  allow th e i r  ch i ld ren  to  go o f f  and secure 'b l in d  
a l le y  j o b s ' ,  to  rob them o f  t h e i r  r ig h t fu l  p r iv i leg e  of being 
educated. J u s t  as  in  the  time o f  peace one should prepare 
f o r  war, so in  time o f  war one must a lso  prepare fo r  l iv in g  
in the days when peace again covers our beloved land.

Education of today i s  geared to  meet the  ends o f  both war and 
peace. Youth must remain in  school to  achieve the f r u i t s  of 
both. . .2

Mozella J .  Jackson, "P rinc ipa l Moon Speaks," Black D ispatch,
26 September 1942.
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In another a r t i c l e ,  Mozella Jackson quoted F. D.:

Years ago a white u rchin  passing through the Negro sec tion  o f  
a southern c i t y  and seeing l i t t l e  o r  no shrubbery or grass 
upon the yards remarked, 'Grass w on 't grow in darkies? y a rd s . '  
This remark coupled with the  thought o f  many o thers  o f  h is  
race  has proven a challenge to  the s tuden ts  of Douglass High 
School. They s e t  out to  do something about i t .  F i r s t ,  they 
were persuaded to  s ta y  o f f  the barren grounds ly ing on the 
F if th  S tre e t  s ide  o f  Douglass High School and l e t  the grass 
grow. Since then s u f f i c i e n t  f e r t i l i z e r  has been added to  
assure  permanent growth on the s i t e .  S ix ty  loads o f  r ich  
humus were added l a s t  summer.

More than anybody e l s e ,  the  sen io r  c la ss  o f  1942 did some
th ing  to  r e fu te  the  a s s e r t io n  th a t  ou ts ide  beauty takes wings 
and f l i e s  away when black people move in .  This c lass  refused 
to  waste i t s  money upon such a f r u i t l e s s  e f f o r t  as an annual. 
They accepted the r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f  tak ing  the lead in  adding 
ou ts ide  co lo r  and beauty to  the  grounds of Douglass High 
School.

Beginning a t  the n o r th ea s t  corner o f  Douglass High School and 
extending southwest to  the southwest corner and then surround
ing the e n t i r e  south s ide  o f  the bu ild ing  to  a poin t immediately 
e a s t  of the auditorium , a beau tifu l a rray  of p h itze r  ju n ip e r s ,  
a lb ia  ponderosa pines and pyracantha, cherry  1 a u ra i s ,  and o th e r  
types of greenery and shrubbery, added b eau t ifu l ly  to  the out
door environment o f  the  campus. As the  r e s u l t  o f  hard earned 
savings of th e  c la ss  o f  1942, coupled with the economic mind 
through the cooperation o f  the o f f i c i a l s  of the Board of Edu
ca t io n ,  the c o n tr ib u tio n  o f  the  c la ss  amounts to  $300.64 in  
r e t a i l  va lue . The c l a s s e s '  actual con tribu tion  to  th e  purpose 
was $170, but since  i t  was t h e i r  con tr ibu tion  which made 
p o ss ib le  the  purchase o f  more than $300 worth o f  evergreens 
and shrubbery, the  community w ill  g lad ly  commend them and give 
c r e d i t  f o r  th e  same.

This matter o f  b e a u t i f ic a t io n  i s  s t i l l  incomplete, however.
The northside  and th e  e a s ts id e  o f  the  campus are  not commen
s u ra te  in  beauty with o th e r  p o r t io n s .  I believe th a t  the  Negro 
Chamber o f  Commerce, s o r o r i t i e s ,  f r a t e r n i t i e s  and various clubs 
o f  our c i ty  w ill j o in  in  helping to  complete th i s  program o f  
b e a u t i f i c a t io n .

Benjamin Franklin s a i d ,  'God helps those  who help them selves . '  
Since we have gone so f a r  in  th i s  d i re c t io n  w ill not the
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general public  jo in  hands to  r e fu te  the  challenge implied in  
the  remark, 'Grass will not grow on d a rk ie s 'y a rd s .^

In recogn it ion  o f  "Arbor Day", a s ta tew ide c e leb ra tio n  was ob

served each yea r  by s t a t e  schools o f  Oklahoma, F. D. advised;

March 13 w ill be celebrated t h i s  year  as Arbor Day. A s t a t e  
law req u ire s  th a t  every school take p a r t  in  the recognition  
o f  Arbor Day.

No law should be requ ired , however, to  bring about a whole
some observance o f  th i s  event. Few th ings are more s ig n i f i c a n t ,  
promote genuine enthusiasm, and add g re a te r  meaning to  l i f e  than 
the  p lan tin g  o f  a t r e e .  He who p lan ts  a t r e e ,  p la n ts  hope. To 
bury an acorn beneath the ea r th  and to  w ait  i t s  transform ation  
in to  new l i f e  through the process o f  n a tu re ,  to see i t  bu rs t  
through e a r t h 's  c ru s ts  and flow er in to  a f u l l  grown p la n t ,  one 
experiences hope and acquires knowledge, and sees before h is  
very eyes the  confirmation o f  im mortality .

He who p lan ts  a t r e e ,  or a shrub , o r  a flow er, p la n ts  peace 
and t r a n q u i l i t y .  Years ago, when I f i r s t  became p r inc ipa l of 
a small school, a t  Christmas boys and g i r l s  jo ined  me in  p la n t
ing t r e e s .  In the years th a t  have in tervened , those  t ree s  
have become fu l l  grown and spread t h e i r  le a fy  boughs to  make 
the  environment about the l i t t l e  school very in v i t in g .

Now a t  the  close o f  a very hard g rind , the school ch ildren  and 
teachers  rec rea te  th e i r  images while s i t t i n g  beneath the  shade 
o f  the se  t r e e s .  Often when I re tu rn  to  th e  scene of my begin
ning in school work, although my name appears upon the  corner
s tone o f  the  b rick  build ing , I tu rn  f i r s t  to  see and repose in 
th e  shadows o f  those emblems o f  peace and t r a n q u i l i t y .  . . .
In the  words o f  O liver Wendell Holmes, 'Why p la n t  a more whole
some and happier dwelling place fo r  those who come a f t e r  u s ,  
i f  not f o r  o u rs e lv e s . '^

In challenging  students to  acquire  an education through hard

3
Mozella J .  Jackson, "Principal Moon Speaks," Black Dispatch. 

14 November 1942.

^Tommie Lou Spears, "Principal F. D. Moon Speaks: Arbor Day", 
Black D ispatch , 14 March 1942.
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work, and cautioning parents  to  accept th i s  e f f o r t ,  F. D. made th i s  

challenge:

' I  am going to  have to  educate you boys so you w on't have to  
w ork.' This was a remark of a parent to  h is  ch i ld  in  an 
e a r ly  stage in the  period of acquiring  an education . ' I  can
not continue to go to  school because I want to  stop and work 
so I can buy some new c lo th e s . '  This v/as a remark o f  a g i r l  
dropping out of school before completing her high school edu
c a t io n .  ' I  d o n 't  want to  take ty pew rit ing ; the  teacher  makes 
you work too h a rd . '  Here you have an explanation  o f  a s tuden t 
looking fo r  something easy. ' I  guess I c a n ' t  take  the  NYA 
s tu d en t aid  jo b ,  Mr. Blake, i f  I have to  r e p o r t  fo r  work a t  
8 o 'c lo ck  in the morning. I j u s t  c a n ' t  get up th a t  e a r ly .  I 
have to  s l e e p . '  Here you have the  comment of a boy who asks 
f o r  an NYA job .

These statements r e f l e c t  the a t t i t u d e  o f  not a l l  but of many 
Negro youths and sometimes o f  our ad u l ts  as w e ll .  I make a 
g re a t  many commencement addresses but never f a i l  to t e l l  
paren ts  to  cease t e l l i n g  t h e i r  ch ild ren  th a t  they are  to  be 
given an education so th a t  they w ill no t have to  work.

During the  adm inistra tion  of th e  l a te  E. W. Marland, I was a 
member o f  a committee which c a l led  on the  Governor as he was 
leaving  h is  o f f ic e .  I t  was about 5:30 in the evening. The 
committee was received courteously  by th e  Chief Executive but 
a f t e r  discovering the  importance of the  m atter which brought 
the  committee to  h is  o f f ic e  the  governor remarked, 'Gentlemen, 
the  m a tter  you have in  mind w il l  ca l l  f o r  f u l ly  one hour of 
d iscu ss io n .  Won't you come back another day. I'm dog t i r e d . '  
He was t i r e d .  His care worn face  to ld  the s to ry  a l l  too 
p la in ly .  I f  the governor was t i r e d  of a hard day 's  work, what 
about the  r e s t  o f  us?

Parents  stop t e l l i n g  your ch ild ren  t h a t  ' I 'm  going to  educate 
you boys or g i r l s  so you w on 't have to  work.' Education 
should teach you to  work more e f f i c i e n t l y  but none th e  le ss  
harder.

There i s  a lso  a challenge to  you in each o f  the o th e r  remarks. 
The g i r l  who q u it  school to  buy c lo thes  i s  following the lead 
o f  a b lind  a l le y .  The boy who c o u ld n 't  accept the  NYA job 
because reporting  a t  8 o 'c lock  was too e a r ly ,  i s  too sleepy- 
headed to  go places in  l i f e .  He did no t want a jo b ,  he wanted 
money. All o f  these  th ings  and more rep re sen t  a challenge fo r
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Negro youth and o ften  mark the  d is tance  between what the world 
c a l l s ,  'Success and F a i l u r e . '5

During the f a l l  o f  1942, E tta  Moten, black c o n c e r t ,  s tage , radio

and screen performer, was guest a r t i s t  a t  Douglass High School. This

was a combined e f f o r t  o f  community o rgan iza tions  and the school. The

audience was composed o f  both blacks and w hites .  The occasion was in

keeping with a trend  s e t  by F. D. Moon in the 1940-41 school year

when Douglass High School presented Rowena Savage in concert.^

The e f f o r t  was a continuous p ro je c t  during Moon's tenure  a t  Douglass.

Or as one teacher explained:

I t  was common p rac t ice  fo r  us t o  have g re a t  educa tors ,  a r t i s t s  
and authors fo r  commencement e x e rc ise s .  They would give 
addresses and p re sen ta t io n s .  We haven 't  done anything lik e  
t h a t  since . . .  we had g re a t  educators and p res iden ts  of un i
v e r s i t i e s  . . . t h i s  was in sp ir in g  to  s tu d e n ts ,  because in  
those days s tuden ts  were say ing: 'Oh, w hat 's  the use of doing 
t h i s  or t h a t . '  In those days s tuden ts  d i d n ' t  ge t a chance, a 
few got through but i t  was miraculous t h a t  they d id . '

F. D. always emphasized the  importance o f  democracy to  the

progress o f  black people, y e t  he recognized the  s t ru g g le  of a l l

people fo r  human d ig n i ty .  In d iscuss ing  th i s  is su e  he s ta te d :

The s trugg le  fo r  human l i b e r ty  in  America today finds i t s e l f  
involved in a t e r r i f i c  s t ru g g le  to  preserve the  American way 
o f  l i f e .  World War I seems in s ig n i f ic a n t  compared with the  
p resen t c o n f l i c t .  U nfortunate ly  American Negroes are  com
pelled  to  measure many th ings  in  terms o f  race . Negroes would

^Tommie Lou Spears, "Principal F. D. Moon Speaks: A Chal
lenge,"  Black Dispatch, 25 April 1942.

^Black Dispatch, 16 November 1940; 24 January 1942.

^Maurice Benefee, in terv iew  held  1117 Carverdale Drive, Okla
homa C ity ,  Oklahoma, 17 August 1975.
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be glad to  fo rg e t  but circumstances compel the continuance o f  
th i s  type of th ink ing .

Remember d isc r im ina t ion ,  os tracism , and o ther  ways in  which 
opportunity  i s  denied to  the  people o f  co lo r .  They pause, 
hope, wonder and even ask whether o r  no t today w ill  be the  
end fo r  the black fo lk .  When the smoke of b a t t l e  has c lea red  
away, when the  v isab le  empire of bed sheets  and p illow  cases 
g ree t  our re tu rn ing  heroes t h i s  time as i t  did in  World War I ,  
such phamtoms creeps upon th e  Negro's mind. A backward glance 
covering the long s tru g g le  f o r  human l i b e r ty  w arrants th e  opin
ion th a t  out o f  th i s  s t ru g g le  the re  w il l  dawn a new day.

We have come a long way. Every evidence o f  th i s  upward sweep 
may be seen in  the c o n t ra s t  between P la to 's  philosophy o f  the 
masses and o f  the  m a s te r - teac h e r 's  philosophy o f ,  'Whosoever 
w i l l '  d o c tr in e .  I t  may be seen in the modern freedom o f  an 
individual in  c o n tra s t  with the  suppression of the middle ages. 
I t  i s  to  be observed in the evolution which took place between 
the dec la ra tion  of eq u a l i ty  in  man as s e t  fo r th  in  the Declar
a t ion  of Independence and o f  the emancipation of the Negroes 
as couched in  the 13th Amendment in our federal c o n s t i tu t io n .

I t  may be noted in the transform ation  o f  black people from the  
ru le s  imposed by the black codes of e a r ly  recons truc tion  follow 
ing the Civil War, and the  proclamation of f a i r  p lay  and prac
t i c e  enunciated by P res iden t Roosevelt in  the  summer o f  1941.
We see i t  again in the d i f fe re n c e  in  the  v e rd ic t  o f  the  Supreme 
Court and the Dred S co tt  case of Congressman Arthur M itche ll .  
These and many other in s tances  p ic tu re  the long s tru g g le  o f  
man fo r  human l i b e r ty  and th e  g rea t heights  reached as a r e s u l t  
of the  s t ru g g le .

The hope of th e  Negro l i e s  on the s ide  o f  democracy. He must 
be e te rn a l ly  v ig i l a n t  to  p ro te c t  a l l  the  soc ia l  gains made 
thus f a r  and give everything to preserve the way o f  l i f e  t h a t  
has made those gains p o ss ib le .  The unwholesome in c id e n ts  r e 
fe r re d  to  above are but markers of the  way over whi ch b lack 
men have come.

When I was a small boy I  learned  the  s tanza  of a l i t t l e  rhyme, 
'L i t t l e  drops o f  w ater, l i t t l e  gra ins o f  sand, make the  mighty 
ocean, and the  p leasant l a n d . '  The t r u th  and the  philosophy 
of these  l in e s  are seen in th e  success o f  E tta  Moten on Tues
day n ig h t ,  January 27, 1942. Seven hundred and f i f t y - e i g h t  
people paid to  see the  program. By 7:30 people were f ind ing
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t h e i r  s e a ts .  I t  seems everyone enjoyed a g re a t  evening. Look
ing a t  the ushers dressed appropria te ly  f o r  the occasion , see
ing the  la d ie s  and gentlemen in  t h e i r  evening ap p a re l ,  and 
l i s t e n in g  to  the  beau tifu l ren d it io n s  o f  th e  g rea t  a r t i s t ,  made 
the  evening indeed a p leasan t one.

Do you see why the success was possib le?  I t  was because many 
people worked toge ther:  a committee o f  th e  f a c u l ty ,  numerous., 
clubs o f  the  c i t y ,  the Chamber of Commerce, the  Negro press 
and i t s  s t a f f  o f  re p o r te r s ,  many school o rgan iza tions  and in d i 
v idua ls  too numerous to  mention. I was extremely happy, not 
because considerable  money was being c o l le c te d ,  f o r  th e  guest 
a r t i s t  received a very la rge  portion  o f  t h a t .  I was happy be
cause many people acted in  unison to  do a g r e a t  job  well.®

Student Forums

Student forums were held each Wednesday f o r  the  high school 

s tuden ts  o f  Douglass. This provided an opportun ity  fo r  s tuden ts  to 

d iscuss  s o c ia l ,  economic and p o l i t i c a l  problems with the help o f  

teacher  guidance. In 1942 the s tuden t forums were sponsored by Miss
q

Vita Melton, an in s t r u c to r  a t  Douglass High School. The a c t i v i t i e s  

of the forums prompted one w r i te r  to  comment on "Negro Loyalty to 

America."

While schools a l l  over the  country were observing Armistice Day 
in  programs o f  t h e i r  own making, i t  is  doubtful i f  any ce le 
brated  t h e i r  anniversary with a f in e r  and more s in ce re  p a t r i 
otism than the  student body o f  Douglass High School in  th i s  
c i t y ,  led by p r in c ip a l ,  F. D. Moon. Love o f  country and rever
ence o f  God were expressed in song and in p ray e r ,  comments of 
the  p r inc ipa l and studen t forum boys and g i r l s  o f  the  sen ior

p
Tommie Lou Spears, "Our P rincipal Speaks," Black Dispatch, 

7 February 1942.

^Mozella J .  Jackson, "F. D. Moon Speaks," Black Dispatch, 21 
November, 30 May 1942.
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c la s s  offered  t h e i r  own proposals fo r  developing lo y a l t i e s  to  
America.

Uppermost in t h e i r  h ear ts  was t h e i r  d e s ire  to  be regarded as 
Americans ra th e r  than as Negroes, and next in l i n e  t h e i r  am
b i t io n  i s  to  achieve educational opportun ity ,  which unfortun
a t e ly  cannot be had in  many communities. However long i t  may 
ta k e ,  the Negro expects u l t im a te ly  to  a t t a i n  such a q u a l i ty  
o f  opportun ity  and such respec t o f  h is  p e rs o n a l i ty  th a t  w il l  
leave him without lower s ta tu s  than th a t  o f  o th e r  average 
American c i t i z e n s .  . . ' 0

The poin ts  brought out by Douglass s tuden ts  in  t h e i r  d is 

cussions about lo y a l ty  to America were commented on by th e  w r i te r  

as fo llow s:

Every ch ild  in  school should be taught the  f u l l  value of de
mocracy. Every s tu d en t should be t ra in e d  in  the  d u t ie s  o f  
c i t iz e n sh ip .  One g i r l  s tuden t urged her classm ates to  read 
the  newspaper th o u g h tfu lly ,  be liev ing  as she does t h a t  i t  i s  
the duty of a l l  to  be well informed and acquire an i n t e l l i 
gent a t t i t u d e .  Loyalty to  the  na t io n ,  declared  ano ther ,  i s  
p red ica ted  on lo y a l ty  to  s e l f  as a person o f  d ig n i ty  and 
worth. Another s p i r i t e d  youth, a le ad e r  o f  th e  forum, urged 
h is  classmates to  exerc ise  s e l f  control to  r e s t r a i n  t h e i r  
baser  impluses, an e f f o r t  necessary , as he saw i t ,  to  l iv e  in  
peace with one 's  fellowman. ' I f  we are to  c u l t iv a t e  loya l
t i e s  we should stop brooding over b ru ta l  ac ts  committed 
a g a in s t  members o f  our r a c e , '  declared a  g i r l  in  the  group. 
Others urged lo y a l ty  to  the C h r is t ian  r e l i g io n ,  s t i l l  o thers  
ex a l ted  the  idea o f  human brotherhood. As opposed to  the 
American way o f  l i f e ,  one s tu d en t f i l e d  a complaint a g a in s t  
communism saying i t  holds back th e  man who wants to  advance, 
and another could not accept i t  because i t  leaves ou t God.

. . .  The Douglass school s tuden ts  m anifest poise and d ig n i ty .  
On a previous occasion th a t  same group handled with excep
t io n a l  s k i l l  th e  m a tte r  of sex education and th e  program o f  
s o c ia l  hygiene, which i s  being promoted by the American Social 
Hygienic A ssocia tion . I t  has a lso  d iscussed th e  problem of

^^Edith J .  Johnson, "Negro Loyalty t o  America," in  Mozella J .  
Jackson, "F. D. Moon Speaks," Black Dispatch, 21 November 1942,
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h ered i ty  and the ob liga tion  o f  the  c i t iz e n s  to  improve the  
race .  In f a c t  no m a tte rs ,  s o c ia l ,  economic, o r  p o l i t i c a l  
ba ff led  these young people. Who, through f re e  d iscussion and 
f r e e  exchange of opinion, are preparing themselves fo r  the  
r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f  American c i t iz e n s h ip .  . . .

I f  a t  times th e  way seems hard to  them, they remind themselves 
and each o th e r ,  t h a t  gains are bes t  made through p a t ie n t  e f 
f o r t .  I t  is  the  genius of t h e i r  race  th a t  in  seasons o f  d i s 
couragement they s t i l l  a re  guided by the  s ta r s  o f  f a i th  sh in 
ing through the d a rk es t  n ig h t ,  fo r  a f t e r  a l l ,  th e  progress 
they have made i s  amazing. Where e lse  in  human h is to ry  i s  
the re  anything l i k e  i t ? l l

The 1943-44 School Year 

By the  1943-44 school y e a r ,  Douglass High School had an e n ro l l 

ment o f  1 ,061, an inc rease  of 192 over th e  previous school year .  

T h ir ty -e ig h t  s tudents  l iv e d  ou ts ide  Oklahoma City . The u t i l i z a t io n  

of classrooms a t  Douglass was almost 100 per cen t ;  thus there was 

hardly a s in g le  room to  be found vacant during the  day school. The

curriculum a t  Douglass continued to  be geared toward meeting in d i -

12
vidual educational needs o f  i t s  p u p ils .

School Curriculum and A c t iv i t i e s  

To meet the  ind iv idua l needs, Douglass 's curriculum was com

prised  of academic o r  co llege  p repara to ry ,  general education, in 

d u s tr ia l  a r t s ,  and home economics. For pup ils  who would not f in i s h  

high school,  the curriculum provided several term inal courses. This 

enabled them to complete t r a in in g  in a f i e l d  which prepared them fo r

^ \ b i d .

^^81ack Dispatch, 18 March 1944.
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a job w ithout fu r th e r  study. Some examples o f  terminal courses were: 

cosmetology, commercial cookery, welding, barbering , cabinet making, 

shoe r e p a i r ,  auto mechanics, and metal work. To enrich  discovered 

special i n t e r e s t s  of pup ils  and to  provide opportunity  fo r  leader

ship t r a in in g ,  Douglass c a r r ie d  out an in ten s iv e  ex tra-curriculum  

program. F. D. s t a t e d :  "I do not l ik e  the  term but i t  i s  s t i l l

used. This so ca lled  extra-curricu lum  program i s  as much a p a r t  o f

13
school as any o the r .  The ex tra-curricu lum  program included Girl 

Reserve, Girl Scouts, various a t h l e t i c s ,  the  s tuden t council ,  s tu 

dent forum, guidance forum, ju n io r  p o l ic e ,  s tuden t m arsha lls .

Junior Red Cross, Hi-Y, and many o ther  a c t i v i t i e s  which aided s tu 

dents in  find ing  t h e i r  own in t e r e s t s  and a b i l i t i e s .  In add ition ,  

th e re  were numerous s tuden t assemblies and p iays .

Another fea tu re  in  1944 were sen io r  c la ss  p ro je c ts  and under

graduate a c t i v i t i e s .  The ju n io r  c lass  (Crusaders) and the  ten th  

grade (Commandos) were qu ite  a c t iv e .  "All o f  these  a c t i v i t i e s  pro

vide opportun ities  f o r  school le ade rsh ip ,  promotes school s p i r i t ,  

and increas ing ly  s tim ula ted  among s tudents  th e  love f o r  'Dear Old 

D ouglass '" .^^  According to  F. D.:

^^Ernestine Spears,"An Interview with P rincipal Moon,"Black 
Dispatch. 18 March 1944.

.  .........
l^ Ib id .

^ ^ Ib id .
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. . .  How well these  s tudents  a re  g iving v i t a l i t y  to  o ther  
school programs may be seen in the f a c ts  surrounding the 
change in attendance a t  basketball games. As I understand 
i t ,  the re  was a time when basketba ll was a losing  proposition 
in  our c i ty .  We have constan tly  appealed to  our students and
they have responded in  such a m agnificent way th a t  during the
s t a t e  tournament conducted here l a s t  week our attendance and 
f in an c ia l  records surpassed any previous s t a t e  tournaments, 
including Tulsa.T*

Douglass' fo o tb a l l  team, under Coach McCain, completed one of 

i t s  most successful seasons in  1944. The school won the  second

place trophy in the S ta te  Tournament and the th i rd  place trophy in

the  National In v i ta t io n a l  Tournament in  Kansas C ity , Missouri. 

Nathanial Taylor was se lec ted  as one o f  the  members o f  the  All Amer

ican High School Team.^^

Douglass competed in 26 basketba ll games during the year  and 

l o s t  only four.  Three o f  th e se  games were l o s t  to  Tulsa , s ta t e  

champions o f  basketball in th e  separa te  schoo ls ,  and one to  na

t iona l champions Sumner High School o f  Kansas C ity ,  Missouri... 18

Boy Scouts

In April 1944 F. D. accepted the chairmanship o f  the Leader

sh ip  Training Committee fo r  black Boy Scouts o f  Oklahoma C ity , and 

in turn  strengthened the  Boy Scouts program a t  Douglass

16

17

18 

19

Ib id .

Black D ispatch , 25 March 1944. 

Ib id .

Black D ispatch, 29 A pril 1944.



157

F. D. gave as h is  reason fo r  accepting th e  chairmanship as follows:

Now, here in the  s i tu a t io n .  Everyv/here i s  ta lk  o f  ju v e n ile  
delinquency and what our young people are  coming to .  Volumes 
are being w r i t te n  along the  same l i n e .  Be i t  understood th a t  
I make no b r i e f  in defense of delinquency o f  youth. The young 
people with whom I am associa ted  every day a t  Douglass High 
School know t h a t  I be lieve  in high id e a ls .  But now, se r io u s ly  
ta lk in g  about the  problem of delinquency does not solve the 
problem. We need leaders  fo r  our boys and g i r l s  .

. . . F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  the  leader  must have a high id ea l  and 
clean h a b i ts .  A Boy Scout troop seeks the  level of the scout 
master. I f  th e  scout master has high id e a l s ,  the  scout troop 
tends to  become the say way. The scout master needs to  be 
e n th u s ia s t ic ,  a real lo v e r ,  a rea l f r ie n d  and admired by the 
boys, and he needs to  l i k e  a c t i v i t y .  Good hab its  a re  taugh t 
to  the  Boy Scouts through action  r a th e r  than too much m oraliz
ing. There was a time when I cooperated with the  Boy Scout 
movement simply because I found prominent people in  the  com
munity connected with the  o rgan iza tion .  I t  was simply ny duty. 
But with the  coming of an e n th u s ia s t ic ,  wide awake scou t m aster, 
I became e n th u s ia s t ic  as chairman o f  the  troop committee.

There are o th e r  th ings needed in a Boy Scout le a d e r .  He may 
not know a l l  about scouting to  begin w ith . In f a c t ,  he may 
not know anything about i t ,  but in add ition  to  th e  a t t r i b u t e s  
already mentioned, he must be w il l in g  to  learn  him self  . . . .  
The leader  needs to  have the  a b i l i t y  to  read and understand.
The more t ra in e d  he i s  the  b e t te r  provided he i s  to  give the 
boys the r i g h t  s la n t  on l i f e . 20

S ta te  Question 314 and 316:
Financial R e l ie f  fo r  Douglass arid o th e r  Separate Schools

During the 1944-45 school yea r  F. D., l i k e  many b lack  p r in c i 

pals  throughout the  s t a t e ,  continued experiencing d i f f i c u l t y  in  

housing an over capacita ted  school. Douglass with over a thousand 

s tuden ts  in  a p la n t  b u i l t  to  accommodate 900 students  was

^ °Ib id .
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overcrowded, and the  co n s ti tu t io n a l  laws of the s t a t e  in  regards to  

th e  two m ill  levy y ie lded  a res idua l e f f e c t  o f  the  Reconstruction 

years  negative ly  a f fe c t in g  f in an c ia l  means to  e rad ica te  the  prob

lems. C le a r ly ,  a new s t ra te g y  was needed fo r  ra is in g  funds to bu ild

21
accommodating f a c i l i t i e s  for b lacks .

Furthermore, the  d i f f i c u l t i e s  presented black p r in c ip a ls  in 

securing money fo r  adequate f a c i l i t i e s  were twofold: F i r s t ,  the  two 

m il ls  only provided fo r  maintenance. Second, black educators ex

perienced d i f f i c u l t i e s  in securing enough votes to  au thorize  bonds 

f o r  bu ild ing  adequate school b u i ld in g s ,  desp ite  th e  l e g i s l a t iv e  ac t 

o f  1941 au tho riz ing  counties to  finance  separate  school build ings 

by issu ing  County Separate School Improvement Bonds, when au thor

ized by th r e e - f i f t h s  o f  the votes c a s t  upon the question submitted. 

This law had been discussed p rev iously  by black p r in c ip a ls  in  a 

meeting a t  Douglass High School as e a r ly  as 1940. The p r in c ip a ls

suggested several a l te rn a t iv e s  to  r e l i e v e  the d i f f i c u l t i e s  derived 
22

from the law.

Black Dispatch, 9 December 1944.

22
See, Oklahoma, Twenty-First Biennial Report o f  the  S ta te  

Department o f  Education, 1946, p. 29.

"In December 21, 1940, b lack p r in c ip a ls  from various high 
schools over the  s t a t e  met a t  Douglass High School in the  reg u la r  
b ienn ia l sess ion  o f  the  Oklahoma A ssociation o f  Negro P r in c ip a ls  to  
study methods o f  securing building funds fo r  separa te  schools .  The 
two m ill levy fo r  the  support of black schools was fo r  maintenance 
o f  the school only. I t  was pointed ou t during th i s  meeting, the
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However, in December 1944, four proposed amendments were issued 

fo r  the peop le 's  co n s id e ra t io n .  One proposal provided f re e  t e x t  

books fo r  a l l  s tuden ts  o f  th e  s t a t e .  The second proposal would de

cide a d e f in i te  method by which money as appropriated by the s t a t e  

fo r  the support o f  education in loca l school d i s t r i c t s  and counties

was to  be determined. These two amendments were to  a f f e c t  both

23
separate  black and m ajo rity  white schools .

d i f f i c u l ty  in  securing money fo r  build ing  black schools is  experienced 
because separate  schools could not f l o a t  bonds to  be paid by taxpayers 
over a period of years  as i t  was done in white schools. Black schools 
must depend on le v ie s  which must be paid by taxpayers in  one yea r .  
Further, i t  was pointed out th a t  a proposed levy fo r  build ing a black 
school in Tulsa was d e fea ted ,  because of the la rge  property owner's 
objection to  paying out a huge sum o f  money in  one year .  The proposal 
presented during the  meeting by J .  W. Sanford was th a t  the l e g i s l a 
tu re  should pass a  b i l l  mandatory upon the excise board to  levy f iv e  
m ills  o ther than the  o r ig in a l  two m il ls  fo r  separate  schools , inc lud
ing building funds to  be repaid  w ithin  f iv e  o r  ten  years  in counties 
where educational f a c i l i t i e s  were not equal. Another proposal by
E. W. Woods was t h a t  black schools be placed among those in s t i tu t i o n s  
fo r  which bonds could be voted. E. K. Weaver proposed minimum amounts 
to  the  l e g i s la t io n  needed by the schools to  be determined by an un
biased s t a t e  planning board cons is t ing  o f  both blacks and whites and 
th a t  the counties be assessed  by the s t a t e  tax  assessors  fo r  the  rea l 
taxable value to  determine the  a b i l i t y  of the county to  pay the ad
d i t io n  to  the two mill le v y ,  the  amount needed to  maintain the  mini
mum school to  be provided by the s t a t e .

Legislation  centered around the  above mentioned suggestions 
was proposed during the  1941 L e g is la tu re ."  Black Dispatch, 28 Decem
ber 1940.

^^81ack D ispatch. 9 December 1944.

According to  the S ta te  Department re p o r t :  "Complying with the  
co n s t i tu t io n a l  mandate t h a t  the  schools fo r  th e  two races sh a l l  be 
' im p a r t ia l ly  maintained ' . . .  The s t a t e  aid law, S. B. 14, S. L.
1941, makes no d i s t i n c t io n  between the  d i s t r i c t  and the county separ
a te  schools with re sp e c t  to  te a c h e rs '  s a l a r i e s ,  length o f  school term, 
allowance fo r  maintenance, and t ra n sp o r ta t io n  of p u p i ls .  The s t a t e
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The o the r  two amendments proposed were in the  form o f  S ta te  

Questions 314 and 316. These s t a t e  questions were o f  i n t e r e s t  to  

m ajority  (white) and separa te  (black) schools re sp e c t iv e ly .  S ta te  

Question 314 proposed an add itional levy o f  f ive  m i l ls  to  th e  sup

port o f  m ajority  sch o o ls ,  while S ta te  Question 316 proposed an 

add itional one mill f o r  separate  schools to  be used fo r  th e  acqu ir

ing o f  s i t e s  and e re c t in g  build ings with the  r ig h t  to  equip and 

fu rn ish  the bu ild ing .^*

F. D. proposed t h a t  the black c i t iz e n s  of Oklahoma should 

support the  proposed amendment to  A r t ic le  X Section 9 o f  the  S ta te  

c o n s t i tu t io n  which provided: " th a t  upon c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  the  need 

th e re fo re ,  by the governing board, an add itional levy not to

school in s p e c to r 's  v i s i t  and apply the same standards to  both types 
of schools . The su b jec ts  taught in  the schools fo r  whites a re  also  
taugh t in the schools fo r  Megros."  See, Oklahoma, The Nineteenth  
Biennial Report o f  th e  S ta te  Department of Education o f  Oklahoma 
and The S ixteenth  Report of the S ta te  Board of Education o f  Okla
homa, 1942. p. 39.

"The Free Textbook System o f  Oklahoma was e s ta b l ish e d  by Act 
of th e  Twenty-First L eg is la tu re  and became e f fe c t iv e  Ju ly  1 , 1948. 
The law was made poss ib le  through a proposed amendment to  Section 
6, A r t ic le  X III ,  Oklahoma C onstitu tion ,  d irec t in g  th e  L eg is la tu re  
to  provide a system o f  f re e  textbooks fo r  use by a l l  pupils  in  the 
common schools o f  the  s t a t e ,  and requ ir ing  the L eg is la tu re  to  
au thorize  the Governor to  appoint a committee composed o f  a c t iv e  
educators of the  s t a t e ,  whose duty sh a ll  be to  prepare o f f i c i a l  
m u ltip le  textbook l i s t s  from which textbooks fo r  use in  such schools 
sha ll  be se lec ted  by committees composed of ac t ive  educators in  the 
local school d i s t r i c t s  in  a manner to  be designated by the  Leg is la 
tu r e . "  See, Oklahoma, Twenty-Second Biennial Report o f  th e  S ta te  
Department o f  Education, 1948, p. 154.

Ẑ Ibid.
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exceed one (1) mill on the d o l l a r  va lua tion  on any property  within 

the county sh a l l  be lev ied  by th e  excise board, th e  proceeds de

r iv ed ,  therefrom to  be used exclusive ly  f o r  the  purchase o f  equip

ment, acq u is i t io n  o f  s i t e s ,  e rec tio n  o f  bu ild ings  fo r  separa te
OC

schools fo r  white and Negro ch i ld ren .  .

In pursuing the  add itiona l aid  o r  r e s t r i c t e d  th re e  m ills  

offered  by th e  S ta te  Question 316, F. D. gave th e  following consid

e ra t io n s :

For many years Negro schools have su ffe red  because the 2 m ills  
provided are inadequate t o  take care  of c u r re n t  expenses and 
j u s t i f y  needs in the way o f  build ing  and o th e r  c a p i ta l  expen
ses .  The executive committee of the  Oklahoma Association of 
Negro Teachers and the  l e g i s l a t i v e  committee o f  th e  GANT, p re
f e r  an additional m i l l ,  u n r e s t r ic te d .  However, they know th a t  
an add itional mill fo r  acquiring s i t e s ,  e re c t in g  build ings, 
and fu rn ish ings  w ill go f a r  in  re l ie v in g  a condition  with 
which separa te  schools have su ffe red  fo r  tw en ty -f ive  years.

The l e g i s l a t iv e  committee of the Oklahoma A ssociation  i s  now 
making a study to  j u s t i f y  the add itional m il l  u n re s tr ic ted .
In the event the  f a c t s  j u s t i f y  i t ,  the  l e g i s l a t u r e  w ill be 
asked to  propose such an amendment. Be t h a t  as i t  may, while 
we have amendments being i n i t i a t e d  now, Negroes must improve 
th e i r  l o t  and take no chance on waiting f o r  th e  le g is la tu re .
I f  the l e g i s la tu re  should f a i l  u s ,  then Choctaw School in 
Oklahoma City must remain a shack and f i r e t r a p  unless  r e b u i l t  
a t  expense above the  cen tra l  needs o f  the  Negro youth of Okla
homa C ity . Orchard Park School, Oklahoma C i ty ,  must continue 
without an auditorium and c a f e te r ia  unless i t  be a t  the  fur
th e r  reduction o f  the Negro te a c h e rs '  s a la ry .  Booker T. Wash
ington High School, Tulsa ; Dunbar High School, Okmulgee; and 
Manuel Training High School, Muskogee, w il l  have nothing to 
rep lace  antiquated physical p la n ts ,  nothing except the  same 
old f ru s t r a te d  e f f o r t s  o f  the  l a s t  decade . . .  no good can

^^81ack D ispatch, 25 March 1944.
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?s
come o f  t h i s  . . .

The proposed r e l i e f  o f  th e  add itional one m ill f o r  th e  separ

a te  schools by S ta te  Question 316 stim ulated d iscon ten t among some 

b lacks. While very few black leaders  would have argued f o r  the 

abandonment o f  S ta te  Question 316 the re  were those who d id  question 

i t .  For example, Roscoe Dunjee questioned the  im plica tions as s e t

by the separa tion  o f  the  two S ta te  Questions. To him th e  two ques

t io n s  should have been combined. I f  n o t ,  i t  was considered by him 

as ra c ia l  s t r a te g y .  In a d d i t io n ,  h is  r e s is ta n c e  to  S ta te  Question 

316 was based on the  f a c t  t h a t  i t  was allowed with r e s t r i c t i o n s .

This was very l i t t l e  i f  any d if fe re n ce  from the  cu rren t  two mill

27
levy genera lly  in te rp re te d  by i t s  spread to  taxab le  p ro p e r t ie s .

F. D. was immediately challenged by Roscoe Dungee:

Moon says in h is  a r t i c l e  the  l e g i s la t iv e  committee o f  the Okla
homa A ssociation o f  Negro Teachers i s  th inking  of going to  the  
l e g i s l a tu r e  asking t h a t  body to  g ran t an u n re s t r ic te d  1 m i l l .
This i s  a t  once an admission and a guide to  what should be done.
I t  i s  an admission th a t  the  l e g i s la t iv e  committee r e a l iz e s  th a t  
the  proposed 1 m ill i s  so r e s t r i c t e d  as to  perhaps make i t  in 
e f f e c t iv e ,  and in  most in s tances  u se le s s ,  t o  the separa te  
schools . In f a c t .  P ro fesso r Moon, when he appeared before th e  
Oklahoma Education A ssociation  fought fo r  an u n re s t r ic te d  1 
m i l l .

I f  we are going to  bu ild  the  Negro school p la n t  up to  the 
place where i t  should be ,  the  1 mill should be an o u tr ig h t  
g ran t which the  excise  board should levy. P rofessor Moon 
answers h is  own q u es tio n .  I t  would be f a r  b e t te r  t o  ask the

^^Black D ispatch , 9 December 1944.

^ ^ Ib id .,  Black D ispatch , 16 December 1944.
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le g i s l a t u r e  to  i n i t i a t e  a b i l l  giving an u n re s t r ic te d  1 m ill 
to  Negro schools than to  surrender our opportun ity  to  a con
s t i t u t i o n a l  provision as proposed in the S ta te  Question 316, 
which w ill  hamper the separa te  schools o f  t h i s  s t a t e  fo r  th e  
next q u a r te r  o f  a century.

This i s  a serious  ques tion . White schools a lready  provide 
fo r  1 to  15 m il ls  in the d i s t r i c t .  The white taxpayers 
voted t h i s  unmolested by excise  boards. They now ask fo r  an 
add i t iona l  5 m il ls  making a to ta l  of 20 m i l l s ,  but Negroes 
are bound to  2 m i l l s ,  which they may o r  may not g e t . 28

F. D. understood and was empathie to  the  opposition  o f  the

proposed program, but he asked, "Shall we d isca rd  the  opportunity

to  get something done about conditions which have aggrevated Negro

education fo r  a quar te r  o f  a century? Or sh a l l  Negroes s u b s t i tu t e

the  honor o f  o ppo rtun i ty ,  even i f  not p e r f e c t ,  with nothing but

f a u l t  f ind ing  which o f fe r s  nothing co n s tru c t iv e  to  rep lace  the

shacks and outmoded bu ild ings  housing Negro youth in  Oklahoma.

In an e f f o r t  to  answer h is  own ques tion , he continued:

The only a l te rn a t iv e  i s  to  ge t the  b es t  p o ss ib le  out of t h i s  
proposed program now. Why ask th a t  exc ise  boards be author
ized to  approve th e  add itional mill f o r  bu ild ings?  I f  the  
people voted, th e  county would have to  vote on the  proposal. 
This i s  im practicable  as has been shown in  Tulsa County and 
Logan County. People a t  Edmond w ill  not vote fo r  a new 
bu ild ing  a t  Choctaw School in Oklahoma C ity .  White c i t iz e n s  
in  Seminole w ill hardly vote fo r  the e re c t io n  o f  a Negro 
grade school in  Wewoka, nor will Cromwell vote to  e r e c t  a 
much needed bu ild ing  fo r  Booker T. Washington a t  Seminole. 
Distance and lack o f  con tac t destroy the  i n t e r e s t .  . .30

^^Black Dispatch, 9 December 1944. 

Ẑ Ibid.
S^Ibid.
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A fter examining F. D .'s  p o s i t io n ,  Dunjee reac ted :

Now t h a t ' s  th e  b e s t  argument we know of aga in st S ta te  Question 
316. Our suggestion is  th a t  i f  the  proposal passed in  i t s  
p resen t form i t  w il l  be o f  doubtful value. . . . L e t ' s  put i t  
th i s  way. What's the d if fe ren ce  in  p r in c ip les?  We'd be doing 
a county in a statewide levy. What would cause people to  
change t h e i r  opinion in a s t a t e  e le c t io n  from th a t  th e  same 
person had in  a county e lec tio n ?  In Tulsa and Logan counties  
Mr. Moon ag rees ,  th a t  a county e lec t io n  was ca l led  to  vote  an 
ex tra  m ill f o r  the  support of Negro schools and v o te rs  went to 
the po ll in  droves and voted ag a in s t  i t .  This i s  the  reason 
why . . .  we argued good f a i t h  would have caused the Oklahoma 
Educational A ssociation to  t i e  S ta te  Question 314 to  S ta te  
Question 316 . . .  We would have more confidence in good in 
te n t io n s  o f  w hite voters had the two measures been t i e d  t o 
gether  . . .  We now have a s i tu a t io n  where 200,000 Negroes 
labor in  a s ta tew ide e lec t io n  fo r  t h e i r  m i l l ,  while 2,000,000 
w hite s ,  who have already expressed t h e i r  in ten tio n s  in  Tulsa 
and Logan co u n t ie s ,  w ill have an opportun ity  to  vote a g a in s t  
the 200,000 Negroes . . .31

As to  the  sta tem ent th a t  "d istance and lack of co n tac t  destroys

i n t e r e s t , "  Dunjee suggested:

There are  somewhere around t h i r t y  counties  in  the  s t a t e  where 
Negroes do not l i v e .  We wonder how those whites in a s t a t e 
wide e le c t io n  so 'd i s t a n t  and lacking in  co n tac t '  with Negroes 
will vo te  in re sp e c t  to S ta te  Question 314. Since Mr. Moon 
assumes, 'w hite  c i t iz e n s  in  Seminole would hardly  vote f o r  a 
Negro grade school in Wewoka, 'we wonder what Mr. Moon assumes 
the a t t i t u d e  would be o f  white people l iv in g  in Harper and 
Negroes l iv in g  in  Pushmataha and McCurtain Counties . . . 
w ill be toward voting an ex tra  m i l l .  We th ink h is  argument is  
sound, although we r e a l iz e  he has never thought o f  i t s  des truc
t iv e  ap p l ic a t io n  to  his philosophy . . .32

In o rd e r  to  determine how excise  boards over the  s t a t e  were

voting  two m i l l s  as allowed by the  law f o r  separa te  schools F. D.

Black D ispatch, 16 December 1944. 

S^Ibid.
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asked the  ques tions .  Are excise  boards now voting the  two m ill 

allowed by law fo r  separate  schools? This, he s ta t e d ,  was a 

sound question . What i s  the p ra c t ic e  in  counties  where th e  black 

population i s  la rge  — where two m ills  a re  necessary to  comply 

with the s t a t e  c o n s ti tu t io n a l  prov is ions  o f  separa te  but equal 

f a c i l i t i e s ?  Do excise boards vote f o r  two m ills?  F. 0. then 

in te r je c te d :

To aid the public  in decid ing , i t  needs to  be understood 
th a t  during the adm in is tra tion  of Governor Murray a law was 
passed which provided th a t  any money received by schools 
fo r  income taxes should go to  reduce the levy. Although 
th i s  law was repealed several years  ago, some money con
tinues  to  come to  schools in small amounts which were due 
in the period the law re fe r re d  to  was in  e f f e c t .  Any such 
money must s t i l l  be used to  reduce the  levy, th e re fo re ,  in  
any case where the excise board approves 1.93 to  1.98 m ills  
one usually  finds th a t  2 m i l ls  are allowed, the  d if fe ren ce  
between the income tax money, which by law must be used to  
reduce the levy as passed during the  Murray ad m in is tra t io n .

In answer to  the question posed. Do excise boards appropri

a te  2 m ills?  F. D. cautioned the  public  to  keep in  mind the  ex

p lanation  mentioned above. He was w i l l in g  fo r  the  pub lic  to  look 

a t  the  records of several counties  fo r  the  school years  1943-44 

and 1944-45 in  o rder th a t  they could determine how Excise Boards 

were supporting the  millage in  coun ties  named. This he d id  as 

shown in Table I ,  declaring  th a t  Excise Boards were approving the  

two m i l ls .

^^Black Dispatch, 9 December 1944. 

3*ibid.
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TABLE I

MILIAGE APPROVED BY THE EXCISE BOARD 
FOR OKLAHOMA COUNTIES

1943-44 and 1944-45

Counties 1943-44 1944-45

Oklahoma 1.991 1.9972
Tulsa 1.993 1.998
Okmulgee 1.996 1.99
Creek 1.998 1.994
Muskogee 1.997 1.992
Logan 2.1980 2.2940
Choctaw 2 m ills 2 m il ls
McCurtain 1.989 1.992
Carter 2 m ills 2.0387
Macintosh 1.9641 1.997
Seminole 1.998 1.995
Okfuskee 1.999 1.971
Hughes 1.99 1.98
Pittsburgh 2 m ills 2 m i l ls
Atoka 2 m ills 2 m il ls

Dunjee countered by c i t in g  Moon's a r t i c l e  published in  the

Daily Oklahoman:

Prio r  to  running h is  a r t i c l e  in the  Oklahoman, a white d a i ly  
th a t  goes in to  the  m ajority  o f  the  white homes in Oklahoma, 
Mr. Moon read h is  a r t i c l e  in the Black Dispatch. In the 
a r t i c l e  Mr. Moon l i s t s  th i r te e n  counties  where Mr. Moon 
a l leges  th a t  the 2 m ills  are lev ied  annually fo r  Negro 
schools . . . .

Although th e re  are  seven ty -s ix  counties  in Oklahoma, we want 
to  ask Mr. Moon i f  he was f a i r  and j u s t  to the Negroes o f  
the  s t a t e  when he leaves the impression th a t  excise  boards 
a l l  over Oklahoma are doing what they are not doing. Mr. 
Moon knows th a t  the  county excise  boards are doing b e t t e r  
r ig h t  now during the  period o f  p ro sp e r i ty  than they have 
ever done before by Negro schools . But even in  p rosperity  
would i t  not have done more fo r  Negro education in Oklahoma 
i f  Mr. Moon had used the  space he secured in  the  Oklahoman 
to  expose what i s  going on in  some o f  the neighborhood coun- 
t i e s  o f  the  s ta t e ?
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Would i t  not have done Negro education more good to  have to ld  
the  Daily Oklahoman th a t  up in Wagoner County l a s t  year  only 
1-1/2 m il ls  were allow ed, and where the  schools t h a t  are  more 
black are  mere shacks and the  teachers  poorly paid? Would i t  
not have been b e t t e r  i f  the  space in the Daily Oklahoman had 
been devoted to  the  s to ry  o f  1.33 m ills  lev ied  in Tillman 
County and, th e  f a c t  t h a t  down in  Bryan County only 1/2 mill 
was fo r  many years  the  Negro schools ' s tipend?

Instead o f  t h i s ,  a l l  of the  white people who read the  Moon 
s to ry  on the  e d i to r i a l  page of the  Daily Oklahoman w ill  be 
duped with th e  thought t h a t  the white people are  doing every
th ing  t h a t  i s  e q u i tab le  and f a i r  to the  separate  schoo ls ,  and 
th a t  Negroes approve of what i s  being done in the adm inis tra
t io n  o f  the  ta x  f o r  education. Mr. Moon may have helped the  
Negro te ach e r  in  th e  big counties which he names in  his a r t i c l e ,  
but he has done i r re p a ra b le  damage to  the backwoods school 
te ach er .  Paychecks are sh o r t  and even now the  snow is  crunch
ing through th e  cracks in  the  walls  o f  the delap idated  b u ild 
in g s .35

Dunjee continued h is  opposition  o f  S ta te  Questions 314 and 316 

based on the  b e l i e f  t h a t  S ta te  Question 314 should be t i e d  to  S ta te  

Question 316, allowing th e  two questions to  r i s e  and f a l l  toge ther  

w ithout r e s t r i c t i o n s .  In the meantime Governor Robert S. K err 's  r e 

quested the L eg is la tu re  to  give the  proposed amendments to  the  con-
36

s t i t u t i o n  se r ious  s tudy .

L a te r ,  Dunjee contended t h a t  "the ease with which t h i s  mea

sure re c e n t ly  s l ip p e d  through the  House of the  L eg is la tu re  in d ica te s

th a t  th e re  are s u b t le  in te n t io n s  t o  do something fundamental t h a t

37
does no t appear on the  s u r fa c e ."

^^Black D ispatch , 16 December 1944. 

^^Black D ispatch , 13 January 1945. 

^^Black D ispatch , 12 May 1945.
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In a d d i t io n ,  he s ta t e d :

A b i l l  providing th a t  d i s t r i c t s  may vote an e x t r a  m ill f o r  
separa te  schools was introduced and slipped through both 
houses l i k e  g la s s .  No one stopped to  remember th e  b i t t e r  
experience down in  Tulsa County where under the  e x i s t in g  
s t a tu te s  Negroes sought a county wide levy fo r  th e  sep a ra te  
schools . All th e  whites voted ag a in s t  the  measure and, o f  
course ,  i t  simply meant th a t  the proposed levy was snowed 
under, with a 10 to  1 vote. What reason is th e re  to  sup
pose th a t  the  white taxpayer in  o th e r  d i s t r i c t s  w i l l  assume 
a d i f f e r e n t  a t t i t u d e .  I t  should be obvious to  th e  Negro 
taxpayer th a t  h is  only sa lva t ion  i s  to  be found in  a mana- 
to ry  law adm itting no equivocations. C erta in ly  th e  Negro 
educators  need a l i t t l e  coaching in  p o l i t i c s  . . . There 's  
a g rea t  deal o f  d iffe rence  between a c o n s t i tu t io n a l  amend
ment and a l e g i s l a t i v e  enactment . . . Negro educa to rs  were 
probably sold down the r iv e r .  . .38

The amendment was submitted to  the v o te rs ,  and was adopted by 

39
a 195,597 margin. In a general e le c t io n  November 5 ,  1946, i n i t i a 

t i v e  p e t i t i o n  226 was passed proposing an amendment t o  Section 9 , 

A r t ic le  X, o f  the  S ta te  C onstitu tion . This amendment provided th a t  

upon c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  the  need by th e  governing board an add itional 

levy no t to exceed one (1) mill on the d o l l a r  va lua tion  on any 

property  w ithin the  county sha ll  be lev ied  by the ex c ise  board, the 

proceeds to  be used exc lusive ly  fo r  the acq u is i t io n  o f  s i t e s ,  and

the e re c t io n  o f  bu ild ings  fo r  separate  schools fo r  w hite  and Negro
40

c h i ld re n .  This p e t i t i o n  ca rr ied  by 97,578 vo tes.

^ I b i d .

39
Oklahoma, Twenty-First Biennial Report of the  S ta te  Depart

ment o f  Education, 1946, p. 26.

^^Oklahoma, Twenty-Third Biennial Report of the  S ta te  Depart
ment o f  Education. 1950, p. 47.



CHAPTER VIII

DOUGLASS HIGH SCHOOL IN 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 1945-1950

F. D. s ta r t e d  the  1945-46 school y ea r  a t  Douglass by adding 

two innovations. F i r s t ,  he form ally  organized the Douglass Alumni 

Association.^ Second, he added d i s t r i b u t iv e  education to  the cur

riculum.

D is tr ib u t iv e  Education 

The d i s t r ib u t iv e  courses a t  Douglass were under the supervi

sion o f  the Board o f  Education. The program included vocational 

sub jec ts  organized fo r  s tuden ts  engaged in  merchandising a c t iv i t i e s  

in d is t r ib u t in g  products to  consumers, r e t a i l e r s  or w holesalers.

The purpose was to  t r a i n  out-of-school a d u l ts  and s tuden ts  in the 

f i e ld  o f  merchandising. Cooperative p a r t- t im e  c la sse s  were held
3

fo r  students s ix teen  years  or o ld e r  who d es ired  such t r a in in g .  • 

Students en ro lled  in d i s t r i b u t iv e  courses worked on an aver

age o f  f i f t e e n  hours a week f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h i r t y  weeks a year  on

^Black Dispatch, 17 November 1945.

%Ibid.

^Oklahoma, Twenty-Third Biennial Report o f  the  S ta te  Depart
ment of Education, 1950, p. 81.
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d is t r i b u t iv e  jobs .  Each s tu d e n t 's  job  served as la b o ra to r ie s  where 

s tuden ts  gained on job t r a in in g .  Student supervision  was under the 

d ire c t io n  o f  the  teacher  coord ina to r .  S p e c i f ic a l ly ,  s tuden ts  had 

the opportunity  to  t r y  out and put in to  p ra c t ic e  the  b e s t  s e l l in g  

and merchandising methods previously  s tudied  in  the classroom.

They received reg u la r  high school c re d i t s  f o r  t h e i r  classroom work 

and supervised job experience.^

In 1945 th e re  were f i f t e e n  Douglass s tudents  who e n ro l le d  in 

d i s t r i b u t iv e  courses. They were placed in  t r a in in g  s t a t io n s  a t  

local grocery s to r e s ,  drug s to r e s ,  beauty p a r lo r s ,  churches, and 

d inner c lubs. Students learned something o f  the  so c ia l  adjustment 

and necessary s e l l in g  s k i l l s  requ ired  to  give the b e s t  s e rv ic e  to
5

t h e i r  employer.

* Ib id .

By 1949-50, the  S ta te  Board o f  Vocational Education, Division 
of D is tr ib u t iv e  Education, consisted  of: one s t a t e  s u p e rv iso r ,  one 
a s s i s t a n t  s t a t e  superv iso r ,  one te ach e r  t r a i n e r  (employed on a one- 
h a l f  time b a s i s ) ,  one i t i n e r a n t  i n s t r u c to r ,  one se c re ta ry  and one 
ty p i s t .

The i t i n e r a n t  in s t ru c to r  was employed j o i n t l y  by the  S ta te  
Board fo r  Vocational Education and the  Division of Commerce, Okla
homa A. and M. College. Nineteen i t i n e r a n t  in s t ru c to r s  were em
ployed j o i n t l y  by the  S ta te  Board fo r  Vocational Education and the 
local school boards. These in s t ru c to r s  in each ins tance  were qual
i f i e d  in  spec ia l  f i e l d s  of merchandising. Their  d u t ie s  consis ted  
of helping to  organize and teach c la sse s  f o r  personnel employed in 
d i s t r i b u t iv e  occupations. Ib id . p. 85.

^Black Dispatch 17 November 1945.
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The Dunbar Revolt 

Early in th e  1945-46 school yea r  F. D .'s  p o s i t io n  as super

v is ing  p rincipal f o r  the c i t y ' s  black schools was questioned . The 

question arose in  reac tion  t o  an e d i to r ia l  by Dunjee inqu ir ing  

in to  the  s ta tu s  o f  black educators in  Oklahoma C ity . Dunjee had 

become convinced t h a t  the 1945-46 te a c h e r 's  l i s t  was so conceived 

to  make the  coordina tor of black schools , Miss Adell e  Llewellyn, 

superv isor  over th e  p r in c ip a ls  o f  the  separate  schoo ls .  This as

s e r t io n  had grave im plications  fo r  F. D .'s  s ta tu s  as superv ising  

p r in c ip a l .  While Superintendent H. B. Bruner denied the  im pli

ca t io n ,  fourteen Dunbar teachers  appeared a t  the  Board o f  Education 

with a p e t i t io n  dec la r ing  they wanted a man as superv is ing  p r in c i 

pal o f  the Dunbar School. Later a t  Dunbar School, Dr. Bruner in d i

cated c le a r ly  t h a t  the  supply of information and te a c h e r  con tac t 

with the  Board o f  Education must come through Miss Llewellyn.®

I t  was not su rp r is in g  th a t  the p r in c ip a ls  o f  the  separa te  

schools of Oklahoma City sought c l a r i f i c a t io n  o f  Miss Llewellyn 's  

d u t ie s ,  whether she had been given au th o ri ty  over the  p r in c ip a ls .  

P r in c ip a ls  v is i t e d  Dunjee in  order to  determine whether anyone in  

au th o ri ty  a t  the  Board o f  Education had given out th e  con trovers ia l  

information appearing in h is  paper. Dunjee re p l ie d ;

No one th e re  gave me such inform ation, but I  can read diagrams

®Black D ispa tch , 8 September 1945.
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and graphs with understanding respecting  in te r r e la t io n s h ip s  
in  the program. For in s tance ,  in the l i s t  o f  te ach ers  p re
pared by th e  Board o f  Education, and I presume the  o u t l in e  
was made by Dr. Bruner, Miss Llewellyn i s  placed a t  the  top 
of the l i s t .  The p r in c ip a ls  fo llow , and then the  classroom 
te ach e rs .  In the  graph of the  white in s t r u c to r s ,  th e  p r in 
c ipa l led  o u t ,  then the  classroom te ach e rs ,  and the coord i
nators  f in d  t h e i r  place a t  bottom, with the cus tod ians ,  se rv 
ic e  and th e  o f f ic e  he lp .  There i s  something strange about 
the  p r in ted  p ag e . '

The consequences surrounding the  in te rp re ta t io n  o f  th e  graph 

by Dunjee was p a r t i a l l y  explained when the question  was ra ised  by 

W. J .  Edwards a t  a meeting ca lled  by the  Oklahoma City School 

Board. The meeting was ca l led  by the  Board to  unfold plans fo r  a 

$4,000,000 bond is su e  f o r  both black and white schools to  the  execu

t iv e  committee o f  the  Oklahoma City Negro Chamber o f  Commerce. In 

order to  follow through on the  plans an e le c t io n  was necessary f o r  

the black schools . This was due to  the  f a c t  th a t  the  revenues f o r  

black separa te  schools were secured through a county-wide le v y ,
o

while the  white schoo ls ' fund were secured through a c ity-w ide levy .

O vera ll ,  th e  plan discussed during the meeting included a pro

posed bond is s u e  of $595,484 fo r  improvement o f  separa te  schools o f  

the county. $329,500 was designated fo r  a vocational techn ica l 

school in  Oklahoma City fo r  the  10th through th e  14th grades. The 

location  o f  the  new school as determined by Dr. Frank H art,  educa

tio n a l  c o n s u l ta n t ,  was the  Washington Park s i t e  on N. E. 4 th  S t r e e t

? Ib id .

^Black D ispatch , 22 September 1945.
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where the Douglass Stadium stood. The plan a l s o  Included the  scrap

ping o f  the  old Wheatly School s i t e ;  $70,000 was a l lo c a te d  fo r  ad

d i t io n s  to  neighborhood schools including  the Walnut Grove a rea ;  

$51,704 was proposed fo r  repairs  and modernization fo r  Douglass,
g

C arte r ,  Dunbar, Edwards, Orchard Park and Page.

W. J .  Edwards in te r ru p ted  the  d iscussion  and t r i e d  to  c l a r i f y  

the  s ta tu s  o f  F. D. Moon. He s ta t e d ,  i t  had always been the  ru le  in 

th i s  c i ty  t h a t  the  man principal o f  Douglass High School would serve 

as superv ising  p r in c ip a l  of a l l  the  separa te  schools .  Roy Turner, 

p res iden t  of the  Board o f  Education, asked Dr. Bruner, Superintendent 

o f  public schools to  answer the ques tion . Before Dr. Bruner could 

answer, George Ragland leaped to  h is  f e e t  and de l ive red  a f iv e  min

u te  eulogy o f  the  school board and Dr. Bruner. Without answering 

the  ques tion ,  the  d iscussion  re turned  to  the school bond, aborting  

an e f f o r t  of the  superin tendent to  expla in  F. D . 's  s t a t u s .  Ragland's 

ou tburs t  delayed Dr. Bruner's d iscussion  of th e  is sue  concerning F.

D. but Roy Turner, board chairman, reopened th e  s u b je c t ,  s t a t in g  th a t

since  the is sue  had been ra ised ,  he f e l t  the superin tenden t should 

express h is  views. F. D. was then ca l le d  upon to  express h is  views:

He pointed out t h a t  when he was e lec ted  h is  c o n tra c t  read 
th a t  he was the  Supervising P r in c ip a l .  He a lso  s ta te d  th a t  
even up to  th i s  year  th a t  teachers  applying fo r  p o s i t io n s  in 
the system were in s tru c ted  to  see him and th a t  under the
conditions he was forced to  la b o r ,  he was many times

^ Ib id .
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embrassedj®

The $700,000 Bond Issue 
1945-1946

By November 1945 the  Oklahoma City Board of Education took i t s  

f i r s t  p o s i t iv e  a c t io n  towards f lo a t in g  the  bond issue  in  the  i n t e r e s t  

o f  separate  black schools o f  the county. The bond issue  was in  the  

amount o f  $700,000 and included $380,000 fo r  a new vocational te ch n i

cal school fo r  blacks in Oklahoma C ity , $4,000,000 bond f o r  m ajority  

white schools and a $15,000,000 bond fo r  c i ty  improvement.^

Organization

In the i n t e r e s t  o f  the  $700,000 bond fo r  separate  schools o f  

Oklahoma County, but more po in ted ly  in  the  in t e r e t  o f  a new high 

school in  Oklahoma C ity , the  Negro Chamber o f  Conmerce organized a 

C it izens ' Committee composed o f  the  Interdenominational M in is te r ia l  

A lliance , members o f  the  Housewives' League, and Thomas McNealy,

1° ib id .

Shortly  a f t e r  "The Dunbar Revolt" involving inquiry  o f  F. D .'s  
pos ition  as superv is ing  p r in c ip a l  o f  Oklahoma City separa te  schools , 
F. D. l e f t  fo r  columbus, Ohio, to  a t tend  the  annual meeting of the 
Association fo r  th e  Study o f  Negro Life and H istory. The meeting was 
sponsored by the Ohio H is to r ic a l  and Archaeological Socie ty  a t  Ohio 
S ta te  University . This meeting was in c lu s iv e  with a th re e  month 
e x h ib i t  of the  black man in  Ohio, the  United S ta tes  and A fr ica .  F.
D. delivered  an address during the  mass meeting of th i s  occasion on 
Sunday, October th e  28 th , speaking on "The F if th  Freedom o f  the 
Negro." Black D ispatch, 13 October 1945.

Black D ispatch , 24 November 1945.
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head o f  the  County Negro Democratic A ssocia tion . F. D. was e lec ted  

chairman o f  the executive committee o f  the  c i t iz e n s '  committee to  

help d i r e c t  the campaign. Despite the f a c t  th a t  black c i t i z e n s  

volunteered t h e i r  se rv ice s  a budget committee was formed to  r a i s e  

finances in  order to  defray inc iden ta l  expenses fo r  th e  campaign.

In a d d i t io n ,  a committee was appointed to  reques t Superintendent 

Bruner and the  school board members to  re l i e v e  F. D. from h is  regu

l a r  work as p r inc ipa l th a t  he might organize the  community, and

12r e g i s t e r  every q u a l if ie d  c i t i z e n  to  vote on the  is su es .

Many black c i t iz e n s  were aroused as never before with regard 

to  the school and road is s u e s .  Under the  leadersh ip  o f  F. D. they 

marshalled t h e i r  s t re n g th s .  S t r e e t  meetings were held with J .  W. 

Sanford as Master o f  Ceremonies a t  the  corners o f  7th and Rhode 

Is lan d ,  4th and L aird , and West C alifo rn ia  and E l l iso n .  The Doug

la s s  High School Band p a r t i c ip a te d  by giving concerts a t  4th  and 

Laird, 7th and Kellum and East Second S t r e e t .  The Speaker 's  Bu

reau provided speakers fo r  neighborhood gatherings and neighbor-

13
hood s t r e e t  meetings.

During the campaign F. D. advised the community:

On December 4 th ,  the  c i t iz e n s  w ill make a momentous and f a r  
reaching dec ision ; namely, should the schools f o r  Negro 
youth move forward? The c i t iz e n s  of Tulsa were asked th i s  
question fo r  t h e i r  schools on November 20. What was t h e i r

l^ lb id .

^^Black D ispatch. 1 December 1945.
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answer? I t  was 'Yes' -  and they voted $1,000,000 in  bonds 
f o r  t h e i r  Negro youth .

On December 4 th ,  th e  c i t i z e n s  o f  Oklahoma City and Oklahoma 
County w ill  answer by deciding whether they  w ill  vote bonds 
o f  $700,000 f o r  t h e i r  ch i ld ren .  In Tulsa County the bonds 
ca rr ied  a t a r a t e  o f  th re e  to  one. We l o s t  t o  Tulsa in  
fo o tb a l l  a t  a r a t e  o f  two to  one. L e t 's  b ea t  them voting 
on our bonds is su e  by p u tt in g  ours over by the  tune o f  four 
to  one.

What w i l l  we g e t  ou t o f  these  bonds? Here i s  the answer. 
$380,000, s i t e  not inc luded , w ill provide a new technical vo
ca t io n a l  high school to  re l ie v e  the overcrowded conditions a t  
Douglass High School where c la sses  are now being held in the 
balcony of the auditorium , in  the  auditorium i t s e l f  and in 
o ther  a re a s ,  wholly u n f i t te d  and unplanned f o r  c la sse s .

I f  you doubt t h i s ,  you should go up to  Douglass and see fo r  
y o u r s e l f ,  o r  ask your ch i ld re n .  There a re  s ix ty  c lasses  a t  
Douglass ranging in  s iz e  from fo r ty  to  s ix ty - fo u r  p u p ils .
The North Central A ssociation  recommends t h a t  high school 
c la sses  not exceed 30 p u p i ls .

Although the re  are  swimming pools in  several white schools 
th e re  i s  no swimming pool f o r  Negroes in  Oklahoma City . 'We 
have a few wading p o o ls . '  A number of l iv e s  have been lo s t  
because boys have drowned in  the Canadian River and o ther  
places where they  were t ry in g  to  swim w ithout supervision and 
without having been taugh t how to  swim.

I f  you c i t iz e n s  say we can go forward on December 4 th ,  you 
w ill remove th i s  hazard and vote $60,000 f o r  a swimming pool 
fo r  Negro youth .

No in s id e  t o i l e t s  a re  provided a t  Sandtown; t h i s  brings shame 
upon a g re a t  c i t y .  There i s  no auditorium a t  Orchard Park. 
Page School has many needs including  an enlarged auditorium. 
Dunbar i s  s im i la r  to  Page.

With th e  in f lu x  o f  our c i t iz e n s  to  Edwards Addition and to  
Carvodale, Edwards School needs more rooms. Two new schools 
costing  $30,000 each w il l  be located in Walnut Grove and Sand
town. All of th e s e  improvements r e s t  upon th e  decision o f  the  
voters  December 4.

The m a jo ri ty  schools a re  to  vote bonds in  the  sum of about
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$4,000,000. Should we support t h i s  is sue  too? Yes -  leading 
white c i t iz e n s  a re  going down the  l in e  in  support o f  our bonds. 
They d id  in  Tulsa and they are  doing i t  he re .  We need them 
and they need u s .  While Negroes a re  le s s  than one-tenth o f  
the population o f  Oklahoma C ity ,  we are to  receive more than 
o n e - f i f th  o f  the  bonds to  be voted fo r  Oklahoma City Schools.

Of the  $4,610,000 to  be voted f o r  a l l  Oklahoma City schools , 
the  Negro schools are to  rece ive  $560,000. Let us vote 'Yes' 
on the  m ajority  and separa te  school bonds on December 4.

Wishing us well but s tay ing  a t  home on December 4 i s  another 
way to  f a i l  Negro youth a t  t h i s  d ec is iv e  hour. Wishing us 
w ell ,  urging your f r iends  and neighbors to vo te ,  and above 
a l l  vote y o u rs e l f  on December 4, i s  the  answer to  th e  chal
lenge o f  the  hour. Let us move forward.^4

Roscoe Dunjee, e d i to r  of th e  Black D ispatch, gave f u l l  sup

p o r t  to  the  bond is su e  s ta t in g  t h a t  th e  bonds e lec t io n  should f in d  

every b e l iev e r  o f  j u s t i c e  and f a i r  p lay  a t  the  p o l ls  voting fo r  th e  

$700,000 bond issue  to  improve th e  s ep a ra te  school s t ru c tu re  of 

Oklahoma County. He s ta te d  f u r th e r  t h a t :

I t  should be kept in mind t h a t  th e re  i s  another proposal t h a t  
should receive th e  okay o f  the  v o te rs .  Too often the  Negro 
is  in c lin ed  to  serve the m a tte rs  in  which they fee l a d i r e c t  
concern. Every Negro and w hite c i t i z e n  in the  county should 
be in te re s te d  in  th i s  bond I s su e ,  although most Negroes w il l  
assume the g r e a te s t  i n t e r e s t  l i e s  in  the $700,000 proposal 
fo r  Negro schools .  The Negroes have d i r e c t  concern in good 
roads and roads poin ts  to  be voted . . .means Oklahoma 
County i s  going to  march forward during the post war period 
as never before . . . '5

While black c i t i z e n s  apparently  portrayed  a cooperative a t t i 

tude toward th e  proposed bond i s s u e s ,  f u r th e r  p o s i t iv e  im plications

1*Ibid. 

I ^ lb id .
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o f  white c i t iz e n s '  a t t i t u d e  was recognizable through the  e f f o r t s  o f  

H. B. Bruner, Superintendent o f  Oklahoma City Schools and the 

Board of Education, who had s e t  up a plan of s t ra te g y  which included 

coopera tive p a r t i c ip a t io n  on the  p a r t  o f  teachers ,  parents and 

businessmen. A committee o f  leading c i t izens  had accepted the  

coopera tive  program o f  improving f in an c ia l  support fo r  education. 

Unquestionably, i t  seemed th a t  the  e lec tion  o f  the  school bonds was 

a challenge to  both black and white communities.^^

The challenge f o r  the  black community seemed obvious when J .

W. Sanford dec la red ,  "This i s  one time when Negroes o f  the  c i ty  

should spend t h e i r  own money, organize th e ir  own campaign and f i 

nance i t  w ith t h e i r  own d o l l a r s . As i f  in response to  Sanford 's  

d e c la ra t io n ,  the black community donated $1,200 above the requested 

amount o f  $1,000 by th e  budget committee. This marked the f i r s t  

campaign financed by blacks in  the  community's h i s to r y .18

County Commissioner Feebly o u tl ined  the conditions o f  the  

separate  schools in  a public  s ta tem en t.

The o b l ig a tio n  o f  Oklahoma County to  provide the f a c i l i t i e s  
fo r  the  proper education o f  colored children res id ing  in  
Oklahoma County has long been neglected. The colored popu
la t io n  comprises more than ten  per cent of th e  e n t i r e  popu
la t io n  o f  t h i s  county, and the school grounds, school 
b u i ld in g s ,  and the  school equipment are in f e r io r  in most 
areas to  th a t  o f  the  m a jo r ity  schools.

Ibid.16

^^Black D ispatch. 24 November 1945. 

^^Black D ispatch. 1 December 1945.
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The separa te  school bond is su e  i s  in th e  sum o f  $700,000 
and i s  designed to  co rrec t  th i s  in e q u a l i ty  and to  provide 
fo r  the  separa te  schools equal opportun ity ,  to  provide fo r  
the educational opportunity  as well as the opportunity  to  
learn t rad e s  and rece ive a t  l e a s t  the  fundamentals o f  
technica l t r a in in g .

The Luther separa te  school i s  in a bad s t a t e  o f  r e p a i r s  
and i s  in  urgent need of new equipment and rep a irs  and 
modernization. The bond is su e  makes provisions f o r  t h a t .

The same condition  e x is t s  in  the Dunbar School; Consolidated 
No. 5 a t  Arcadia; and a t  Harrison, d i s t r i c t  number 36; and 
Meridian, d i s t r i c t  number 32. The Choctaw Consolidated 
d i s t r i c t  number 4 i s  completely inadequate , i n s u f f i c i e n t  in  
s ize  to  meet the demands and needs o f  modernization; d re s s 
ing rooms and auditorium f a c i l i t i e s ,  no classrooms in  home 
economic and shop departments. All o f  th i s  i s  provided in 
the bond is su e  fo r  the  Choctaw Consolidated, d i s t r i c t  number 
4.

The Board o f  Education of Oklahoma C ity  has made an in te n 
s ive  survey o f  t h e i r  build ing  needs. Together with add itional 
equipment and build ing  re p a i r s  fo r  Douglass, Carver, Dunbar, 
Edwards, Orchard Park and in the Page School in  Oklahoma City. 
The survey and recommendation of the Oklahoma City Board pro
vides f o r  two new neighborhood schools to  accommodate the  
colored population in  the southern p a r t  of Oklahoma C ity .  I t  
a lso  w ill  provide fo r  the purchasing fo r  the  s i t e  and construc
t io n  o f  a completely new vocational techn ica l schoo l,  which fo r  
many years  has been badly needed, and could not be constructed  
during the  war period . This will d e f in i t e ly  be a o a r t  o f  th* 
post war educational program in the  separa te  schools . . .

On December 4 , 1945, the f i r s t  county-wide e le c t io n  f o r  sep

a ra te  schools in  the h is to ry  o f  Oklahoma County was held . The e lec 

t io n  determined the  issues  o f  the  $700,000 bond i s s u e ,  w hile  a t  the 

same time approved a bond issue  in  the sum o f  over $4,000,000 fo r  

the  m ajority  w hite schoo ls .  Both m ajority  and separa te  bonds ca r

r ie d  by very la rg e  m a jo r i t ie s  as shown in Table 11.^^

" ib id .

^^Black D ispatch , 8 December 1945.
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TABLE II

RESULTS ON MAJORITY AND SEPARATE SCHOOL BOND 

ISSUE IN SEVEN BLACK PRECINCTS OF 

OKLAHOMA CITY, 1945

ici net Ward
M ajority

School
Separate

School

Yes No Yes No

5 2 96 6 108 4

7 2 198 7 147 7

8 2 200 5 204 4

12 2 153 1 153 1

14 2 157 1 160 1

21 2 136 1 143 0

16 3 143 _ 1 145 1

Total 1,033 22 1,060 18

Source Note: In the seven a l l  black p re c in c ts  the  climax o f  coopera
t i v e  e f f o r t  is  shown in the  vo te  on the  separa te  and 
m a jo ri ty  school bonds. The portion  in support of the 
m a jo r ity  school bonds in seven a l l  black p rec inc ts  was 
in  support of the  bonds.

Thus, Oklahoma County became the second county to  f l o a t  im

provement bonds fo r  black separate  schools in  Oklahoma. C learly , 

the  improved l e g i s l a t i v e  ac ts  providing County Separate School Im

provement Bonds had subsequently con tribu ted  to  the  dissemination o f  

funds fo r  bu ild ing  and improvement o f  b lack  schools in Oklahoma 

County. 21

See Oklahoma, Twenty-Fourth Biennial Report of the S ta te  
• • I, 1952. p.~”Department o f  Education, 1952. p . 50
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Curriculum, A c t iv i t i e s  and $120,000 Swimming Pool

By the  1947-48 school yea r  Douglass facu l ty  included Mr. H arlish  

V.Greer, v ice -p r inc ipa l and 41 teachers .  This was fou r  le s s  in  

comparison to  the  45 teachers  on the  fa c u l ty  during th e  second y ea r  

o f  F. D .'s  tenure  as p r in c ip a l ,  but the  curriculum and a c t i v i t i e s  o f  

the  school continued to grow. In f a c t  th e  curriculum a t  Douglass r e 

mained comprehensive with a few new innovations. For examples: The 

ve terans ' program comprised the la rg e s t  enrollment o f  any separa te  

school in the  s t a t e .  More than two hundred veterans en ro lled  in  

evening c lasses  and two hundred more were on the w aiting l i s t .

Several new members were added to  the fa c u l ty  in o rd e r  to  accommodate 

the  in s tru c t io n a l  load. D is tr ib u t iv e  education had grown rap id ly  

and F. D. h ired  a fu l l  time coordinator f o r  the  program. This was 

due in  par t  to  the  p o s i t iv e  responses o f  business es tablishm ents  

to  the  program. In add ition  an in s t ru c to r  fo r  ty p in g ,  shorthand 

and general business courses was added in order to  s trengthen  the  

d i s t r i b u t iv e  program.

During the  1947-48 school y e a r ,  H. B. Bruner, Superintend

en t  o f  the Oklahoma City schoo ls ,  emphasized a u n if ie d  su b jec t  pro

gram fo r  the school system. This marked a tendency away from the

Z^Black Dispatch, 30 August 1947.
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narrow s p e c ia l iz a t io n  which had been the  custom of th e  Oklahoma City 

public schools fo r  over twenty o r  tw en ty -five  years .  Unified sub

je c t s  were based on the  concept t h a t  an in s t ru c to r  who q u a l i f ie d  

in combi na tion  majors would function  b e s t  in th a t  combination. In 

1947-48 Douglass o ffered  f i f t e e n  u n if ied  su b je c ts .  Miss N ell ie  

Douglass, a graduate o f  Douglass and A tlan ta  U nivers ity , was em

ployed as one of the  in s t ru c to r s  f o r  the  un if ied  courses.

By the 1949-50 school y e a r ,  Douglass High School had an en 

rollment o f  approximately 1,400 s tu d e n ts ,  with a school capacity  

fo r  approximately 900 s tuden ts  and fo r  a l l  p rac t ica l  i n t e n t ,  th e  

school was se r io u s ly  overcrowded. In s p i te  o f  these conditions 

however, s tu d en ts '  a c t i v i t i e s  were numerous and designed to  

provide o ppo rtun i tie s  f o r  ind iv idual expression and p a r t i c ip a t io n .  

These a c t i v i t i e s  included New Farmers o f  America, New Homemakers 

o f  America, and Future Business Leaders o f  America.

In September 1949, F. D. along with Oklahoma C i ty 's  Mayor 

Allen S t r e e t ,  rep re sen ta tiv e s  o f  the  Interdenominational M in is te r

ia l  A ll ian ce ,  the Oklahoma Negro Chamber of Commerce, and o ther 

community organizations dedicated  a new $120,000 swimming pool a t  

Douglass. I t  was the  f i r s t  swimming pool in  the S ta te  of Oklahoma 

fo r  black boys and g i r l s .  The ded ica tion  culminated the  r e s u l t s

23

24

Ib id .

Black D ispatch. 8 A pril 1950.
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o f  the $700,000 bond d r iv e  in  1945. John Pearson, p res iden t  o f  the  

Oklahoma C ity  Schools, Charles A. L i t to n ,  chairman of the Board o f  

County Commissioners and F. D. a s s is te d  in  the ded ica tion .

During the 1949-1950 school y e a r ,  P. D. included ca reer  con

ferences in  the program o f  Douglass. The conferences were sponsored 

by the Guidance Department o f  Douglass High School. Mrs. S. A. 

Haywood and Cenoria Johnson, Executive S ecretary  o f  th e  Urban 

League, coordinated the  conferences. Students were se lec ted  who had 

not chosen a t r a d e ,  vocation o r  p ro fess ion .  About 90 g i r l s  q u a l i 

f ie d  f o r  th e  nursing s e s s io n ;  60 students chose music; 31 s tuden ts

26
chose medicine and s ix  s tuden ts  enro lled  in  law sess ions .

Not a l l  of th e  s tuden ts  were in  the uncerta in  job c l a s s i f i c a 

t io n .  A to t a l  o f  75 s tuden ts  were en ro lled  in  b rick  la y in g ,  carpen

t r y ,  commercial a r t  and auto mechanics courses. Students en ro lled

in vocational courses were not expected to  attend the  ca reer  con- 

27 ■
ferences.

The f i r s t  s e ss io n s  o f  conferences included a general sum

mary o f  possib le  jobs  f o r  black youths in  Oklahoma. Otis Freeman o f  

the  United S ta tes  employment se rv ice  was u t i l i z e d  as one o f  the  r e 

source persons. Separate  sessions were held on job c l a s s i f i c a t io n

^^Black D ispatch ,  17 September 1949. 

^^Oklahoma C ity  Times, 30 March 1950. 

Z^Ibid.
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including b rick  masonry, ca rpen try ,  cab ine t making, commercial a r t ,

cosmetology, commercial cookery, r a d io ,  law, medicine, plumbing,

28
t a i l o r i n g ,  b a r te r in g  and music.

In January 1950, the  masonry c la sse s  o f  the Douglass voca

tiona l school were s t a r t e d .  The expressed purpose and ob jec tive  o f  

the  course was to  teach high school boys the  s k i l l  and knowledge 

o f  useful t r a d e s ,  in  o rder to  prepare them fo r  useful employment, 

inc rease  t h e i r  earning capacity  and provide secu r i ty  and f inan 

c ia l  s t a b i l i t y .  In add ition  i t  was designed to  help develop pro-

2Q
ductive c i t iz e n s  and to  prepare s tuden ts  fo r  serv ice  to  so c ie ty .

The masonry courses a t  Douglass consis ted  of 15 hours per week. 

Students were taught theory fo r  about 30 m inutes, and received a 

la rge  percentage o f  p ra c t ic a l  experiences. For example, they con

s tru c ted  p a r t i t i o n a l  walls in  the vocational building a t  the  f a i r 

ground s i t e ,  and completed p ro jec ts  a t  Douglass and white schools . 

A fter school hour jobs were av a i la b le  to  the  s tuden ts .  These in 

cluded small jobs  o f  brick  o r  concrete block laying. One in s t ru c 

t o r  explained th a t  "such enriching experiences obtained from the  

c la ss  enabled the  s tuden t to  develop his manual s k i l l s ,  sharpen h is  

in t e l l ig e n c e ,  and to  possess s o c ia l ,  emotional, and economical

Z^ibid .

^^Black D ispatch, 22 January 1954.
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secu r i ty .

The Confusing Parley 

In January 1950, F. D. along with members o f  the  black com

munity met with Dr. Chester Swanson, head o f  th e  vocational depart

ment of the Oklahoma City Public schools , to  d iscu ss  th e  kind o f

vocational te chn ica l high school des ired  by blacks in  Oklahoma City

31
and which had been promised them since the  1945 bond is s u e .

The account o f  th i s  conference as reported  by the Black Dis

patch s ta te d  in  p a r t  th a t :

Dr. Chester Swanson, head of the vocational s ec t io n  in  the 
Oklahoma City schools, was a very perplexed man l a s t  Thurs
day morning when he discovered the  Negro committee called  
in to  conference had already made up i t s  mind respec ting  the  
type and ch a rac te r  of vocational te ch n ica l  high school 
desired  in  Oklahoma City .

The unanimity of opinion among members o f  the  committee, de
veloped out o f  the f a c t  th a t  the committee had met Wednesday 
in  the Urban League o f f ic e  and se lec ted  two spokemen in the 
persons o f  Reverend E. W. Perry and Mrs. Cernoria Johnson, 
who were in s tru c te d  by a vote of the e n t i r e  group to  t e l l  
Dr. Swanson th e  Negroes in Oklahoma City want the same in 
s tru c t io n  and in s tru c t io n a l  equipment in  the new vocational 
school being s e t  up fo r  them, as i s  to  be found a t  present 
and h e re a f te r  in  the  white high schools o f  the c i t y .

The committee went fu r th e r  than t h i s  in in s t ru c t in g  Rev.
Perry and Mrs. Johnson. They were to ld  to  t e l l  th e  represen
ta t iv e s  o f  the  Oklahoma City Board, i f  a f t e r  scouring the 
nation t h a t  they could not f ind  competent and q u a l i f ie d  
Negroes to  man these vocational and te ch n ica l  cou rses ,  the  
Negroes would be s a t i s f i e d  i f  white in s t r u c to r s  were se lec ted  
'We are  in te re s te d  in the  in s t ru c t io n  and we d o n ' t  care who 
teaches u s , '  sa id  one o f  the  committee members in  the

3°Ibid.
31

Black D ispatch . 7 January 1950.
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32
Wednesday afternoon parley  . . .

While i n i t i a t i n g  th e  conference. Dr. Swanson s ta te d :

We have many f inanc ia l problems and many l im ita t io n s .  We want 
to  d iscuss these m atters  w ith the Negroes o f  the c i ty .  Edu
ca tion  in p a r t  should give the ch ild  a l l  of the cu ltu re  o f  the  
ages and in  add ition  provide the ind iv idual with some know -  
ledge to  make him a success .  The c h i ld  should have around 
twelve years  o f  high school work and a curriculum th a t  f u l l y  
meets his needs.

Schools must t r a i n  the c h i ld  fo r  the  community. We are t r y 
ing to  match our t r a in in g  to  job o p p o r tu n i t ie s .  . . .  We 
cannot s e t  up a t r a in in g  school where the re  are no occupational
o p p o r tu n i t ie s .33

Responding to  Dr. Swanson's statem ent F. D. sa id :

The committee f e l t  th a t  i t  should be determined what are the  
occupational oppo rtun itie s  in the area  i r re s p e c t iv e  o f  race .  
. . .  The courses a t  the  Negro vocational cen te r  should be 
geared to to t a l  occupational o p p o r tu n i t ie s ,  r a th e r  than to  
what might be charac te r ized  as Negro occupations. Many op
p o r tu n i t ie s  are being o ffe red  to Negroes in th i s  area a l l  
over the  U. S. . . .We fee l  in t h i s  program of in teg ra t io n  
we are  g e t t in g  b e t te r  and b e t t e r  jo b s .

In view o f  th e  lo ca lized  needs expressed by Dr. Swanson, 

Reverend Perry revealed: " I 'v e  reared q u i te  a la rge  family . . . .  

Most o f  them l iv e  ou ts ide  Oklahoma. I f  I had educated them in  Okla

homa City so le ly  f o r  such o p portun i t ie s  as t h i s  section  o f f e r s ,  they 

would not today be holding the  valuab le  p o s it io n s  they now possess. 

We would l i k e  to  have the  same courses a t  Douglass as you o f f e r  a t

S^Ibid.

33lbid.
3*Ibid .
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C e n t r a l . "35

During th e  course o f  th e  conference Mrs. Cernoria Johnson 

presented a p r in te d  schedule o f  white high schools ,  and read a l i s t  

o f  vocations o ffe re d  by the schools . In the  process, she pointed 

ou t t h a t  Central High School, composed o f  white s tu d en ts ,  had a t r a i n 

ing schedule covering almost an e n t i r e  page w hile Douglass High 

School's  co n tra c ted  courses were confined on a memographed shee t o f  

only four l i n e s .  I t  was Mrs. Johnson fe e l in g s  t h a t  black youths o f  

th e  community, should be t ra in e d  to  f i t  any environment. In f a c t  th e  

census re p o r t  presented  by Mrs. Johnson ind ica ted  th a t  the  more 

educated an ind iv idua l became the  g rea te r  the degree of his m obility . 

To th i s  po in t th e  black re p re se n ta t iv e  expressed th a t  i f  the m a jo r ity  

o f  the Negro ch i ld ren  in  Oklahoma City were going to  l iv e  somewhere 

e l s e ,  the  needs o f  t h i s  fu tu re  migrant should be an t ic ip a ted  and 

th e  program o f  the  new vocational school should provide a program 

th a t  would q u a l i fy  the  s tuden t to  be e f f e c t iv e  whereever he went.^G 

Ruby Hall inqu ired  about th e  new vocational high school pro

mised blacks when th e  1945 bond issue  was v o t e d . But:

Swanson, who had recen tly  been annexed to  the  school system, 
q u i te  e v id e n tly  did not know about the  delinquency o f  the

35ibid.

35ibid.
3?Ibid.
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school board along t h i s  l i n e ,  and as he h e s i ta te d  in  qu ite  
ev iden t embarrassment a t  Mrs. H a l l 's  ques tion , P rinc ipa l Moon 
supplied  information to  Dr. Swanson, which was unquestionably 
and q u i te  ev iden tly  i l lu m in a tin g  to  the vocational head. He 
s a id ,  however, several t im es , 'P rofessor Moon and I w il l  ge t  
to g e th e r  and make these  d e c is io n s .@8

Later in te rp re t in g  th e  conference as he observed i t  E d ito r

Dunjee concluded:

Dr. Swanson d isc losed  th re e  d i f f e r e n t  times during h is  t a l k 
ing with the Negro committee, th a t  the school board only has 
$22,000 to  in v e s t  in in s t ru c t io n a l  equipment . . . .  No 
t ra d e  school worthy o f  the  name would seek to  o f fe r  adequate 
t r a in in g  to  youth with such l im ited  funds. One might ge t  
along f a i r l y  well in a l ib e r a l  a r t s  school with a few books 
and a black board , bu t in  a t ra d e  school the  base o f  a c t i v i 
t i e s  r e s t s  e n t i r e ly  in  in s t ru c t io n a l  equipment.

In the  da i ly  paper q u i te  re c e n t ly  appeared a news s to ry  show
ing th e  school board i s  going to  spend almost twice t h i s  much 
f o r  p r in t in g  machinery alone f o r  Central High. This s o r t  o f  
expenditure w ill  be made in  o rder  to  add to  a p r in t in g  u n i t  
where perhaps already $75,000 i s  invested . . . .  The new 
purchase means the  p r in t in g  department a t  Central w i l l  have 
with i t s  new order around $100,000 value.

In the  cab ine t work, the  machine shop has an ou tlay  o f  some 
$60,000 and th e  shee t metal department i s  adequately and 
f u l l y  equipped. You can r e a d i ly  see th a t  Central has a to t a l  
o f  conserva tive ly  $200,000 invested  in in s t ru c t io n a l  equip
ment in  i t s  t r a d e  department.

In comparing vocational courses between Douglass and those

offered by C en tra l ,  Dunjee emphasized:

I t  might be wise to  r e p o r t  what Douglass has th a t  Central does 
not have: Central has no shoe re p a i r in g ,  no t a i l o r i n g ,  no 
cosmetology, no a g r ic u l tu r e ,  no commercial cooking, bu t Douglass

S ^ib id . 

3 * lb id .
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a t  p resen t has a l l  these  courses . Could i t  be t h a t  those th a t  
have charge o f  vocational education in  Oklahoma have decided 
t h a t  these are the  only f i e l d s  in which Negroes can f ind  com
munity employment? Why o f f e r  the se  su b jec t  to  Negroes and not 
white s tuden ts?  . . . 40

Dr. Swanson d isc losed  during th e  conference th a t  th e  new voca

t io n a l  trad e  schocl f o r  blacks would be located a t  10th and Eastern 

and would be open by January 15, 1950. Dunjee s t a t e d ,  " th i s  was an 

overnight attempt to  a l leg e  to  have t h a t  which one does no t have."*^ 

He added:

We a l l  r e c a l l  th e  e f f o r t  o f  th e  s t a t e  some time ago to  supply 
a law co llege f o r  Ada Lois Sipuel over n ig h t .  This trade 
school e f f o r t  i s  an exact d u p l ica t io n .  For in s ta n c e ,  i t  
would be phys ica l ly  impossible to  in s t a l l  in s t ru c t io n a l  equip
ment comparable with equipment a t  Central High in t h i s  extreme 
l im ited  period , and in a d d i t io n ,  i t  would be u t t e r l y  impossi
b le  fo r  the school board to  secure  a fa c u l ty  fo r  t h i s  school 
w ith in  f i f t e e n  days. There i s  se r ious  doubt th a t  a f u l l  Negro 
personnel can be rec ru i ted  w ith in  the next twelve months .

. . .  You no tice  a lso  th e re  has been a change in  th e  language 
employed. Up to  qu ite  re c e n t ly  we always re fe rred  to  the new 
vocational techn ica l high school,  the l a t e s t  r e p o r t  converts 
the  former language in to  "vocational t r a in in g  c e n t e r . '  Now 
i f  you do not know the di f fe rence  between the  two . . .  we 
w ill  give information supplied  by Dr. Swanson. . . .The 
Training Center w il l  not be a high school a t  a l l ,  bu t will be 
a p a r t  time temporary vocational es tab lishm en t,  i n s t a l l e d  in  
the  4-H and FFA build ing  . . . 42

The data  tended by Dunjee surrounding the conference supported 

the n o t io n ,  by some, according to  Dunjee, th a t  the  e re c t io n  of the

4°Ibid. 

41 Ibid.

42%bid.
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promised new high school fo r  blacks in  Oklahoma City was being a f 

fec ted  by time lapse and the  manner in  which the  need was being ad

m inis tered . To th i s  Dunjee added:

Do you re c a l l  the  Vocational Technical High School Oklahoma 
City promised several years  ago and fo r  which almost $400,000 
was voted and s e t  aside? Do you remember the b lu ep rin t  of a 
beautifu l s t ru c tu re  which was to  be b u i l t  on the fairground 
s i te  facing  10th S t r e e t ,  which ou tl ined  a broad s t r e e t  sweep
ing down from Eastern from about 9th S tree t?  Well, j u s t  fo r 
get about the building as a r e a l i t y  in  the  immediate fu tu re .
For the man charged by the Oklahoma City School Board fo r  
implementing the  vocational program fo r  Negroes in the  Sooner 
c a p i ta l ,  d o esn 't  know a th ing  about any such s t ru c tu re .  He 
got h is  f i r s t  information when the  p rinc ipa l o f  Douglass High 
School to ld  him about the  m a tte r ,  now so vague in  the  mind 
of the school board they apparen tly  haven 't  sa id  anything to  
Dr. Swanson about i t .

We presumed across a period of time the S ta te  Fair  would 
f in a l ly  move to  i t s  new lo c a tio n  in  the western p a r t  o f  the 
c i ty ,  desp ite  the  f a c t  th a t  progress a t  the  new location  i s  
presently  a t  a s t a n d s t i l l .  No development can be made with
out the f lo a t in g  of a huge bond i s su e .  ^

The $35,000 Bond Issue 

I t  should probably be noted th a t  during the  e a r ly  h is to ry  of 

the black community in  Oklahoma C ity ,  blacks purchased a la rge  por

t io n  o f  land in  the North Canadian bottom. Inc lusive  areas were 

Walnut Grove and Packing Town, commonly known as Sandtown. The lands, 

included areas East on 10th S t r e e t  p a s t  the  Edwards Addition, and 

were ta rg e ts  o f  the proposed $35,000 Bond Issue to  cons truc t  a canal 

system, and road improvement. Many black businesses had turned

^^Ibid.
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thumbs down on the  bond issue  because i t  would d is tu rb  the  flow o f 

t r a f f i c  to  t h e i r  bus inesses .  Obviously black members o f  the  com

munity were not aware o f  th e  proposed bond i s s u e ,  and how i t  would

e f f e c t  t h e i r  needs. Thus, the  Negro Chamber of Commerce gave a t -

44
te n t io n  to  th e  bond i s s u e .

In April 1950, th e  Negro Chamber o f  Commerce inves t iga ted  the  

prospects o f  the $35,000 Bond Issue as i t  would a f fec t  the  black 

community. A committee was formed composed o f  Jimmy Stew art, c h a i r 

man, Earl M il le r ,  W. M. Taylor, F. D. Moon, W. C. P r ic e ,  and George 

Ragland. The Chamber's decision respec ting  the  bond issue  was based 

on th e  rep o r t  of the committee. In a d d i t io n ,  the committee con

s u l te d  the Park Board concerning a rep o r t  of a rec rea tiona l  cen ter 

to  be erec ted  on the s i t e  o f  N. E. 4th S t r e e t  and Eastern. The com

m ittee  was in s tru c te d  to  stop the  prevention o f  o ther business 

es tab lishm ents  in  the mentioned area which was adjacent to  the pro

posed new high school, and to  ask stoppage o f  a reported recrea-

45
t io n a l  cen te r  p ro je c t .

Mr. Jimmy Stew art,  chairman o f  the committee reported  on 

Thursday, April 27, (signed by F. D. Moon, George Ragland, W. M. 

Taylor, Earl M ille r ,  A. D. Mathues, W. C. Price and John Simmons) 

t h a t  as of th e  given date :

^^Black D ispatch, 15 April 1950.

^^Black D ispatch, 22 A pril 1950.
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. . . The committee appointed by the  Negro Chamber o f  Commerce 
has not completed th e i r  charge and I ,  as chairman, have not 
a ttended any meetings, or been advised o f  any o f f i c i a l  meeting 
o f  the  Negro Chamber fo r  the  purpose o f  endorsing or re je c t in g  
the  bond issue  o f  May 9 , 1950.

The committee o f  which I am Chairman has had two meetings th i s  
week with the G reater City Committee and th e  Oklahoma City 
Park Board. Both of these  meetings were h igh ly  successful and 
c e r t a in ly  ben ef ic ia l  toward the general w elfare  of a l l  Oklahoma 
City.

Until th e  inform ation requested by t h i s  committee and promised 
by the  two above named committees i s  made av a i la b le  and acted 
upon, th e  Oklahoma City Negro Chamber of Commerce could not 
i n t e l l i g e n t l y  say we are fo r  or a g a in s t  th e  bond i s s u e . 46

By May 6 , the  bond issue committee appointed by the Negro Cham

ber o f  Commerce reported : "P ra c t ic a l ly  every th ing  t h a t  the committee 

requested had been considered and in most cases g ran ted . The major 

items upon which an agreement was reached were extension o f  san i ta ry  

sewerage down Page Avenue from Northeast 16th to  10th S tre e t  to  

se rv ice  Edwards School and jo in  the new sewerage a t  B r y a n t . T h e  

committee reported  the  expressed need f o r  the  bond to  aid in  the  

removal o f  th e  old fairgrounds on North East Tenth S t r e e t  and East

ern to  i t s  new lo ca tio n  in the west p a r t  of th e  c i t y  before the  new 

black high school would be b u i l t .  Likewise, the  committee reported 

th a t  the  u l t r a  modern park with a g o lf  cou rse ,  swimming pool, rec re 

a t io n  c e n te r ,  te n n is  cou rt  and gymnasium requested  f o r  the black

46

47

Black Dispatch, 29 April 1950.

Black D ispatch, 22 A p ril, 6 May 1950.
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40
community could not be b u i l t  u n t i l  the bond issue  was voted.

Taking in to  account the re p o r t  o f  the  bond is su e  committee

the  Oklahoma City Negro Chamber o f  Commerce endorsed the  proposed

$35,974 Bond Issue . Although th e  bond issue  d id  no t y ie ld  money

toward building a new high school fo r  blacks they reasoned th a t  the

proposed bond issue  would insure inestim able in c rease  in the value

o f  the p roperties  involved. Then too , within the proposed bond

issu e  was an item covering the removal of the  fairgrounds which

would draw the  time c lo se r  fo r  bu ild ing  of the new vocational 
4Q

school fo r  b lacks.

On May 9, the  black community c a s t  a p o s i t iv e  vote f o r  the 

c i ty  bond is su e .  Though the t o t a l  vote e le c to ra te  in Oklahoma City 

affirmed t h e i r  approval fo r  th e  $35,974 bond is su e  4 to  1, th e  10 

black p recincts  voted 10 to  1. This in d ic a te d ,  according to  the 

Black Dispatch th a t  "the community voted two and one-ha lf  times 

more in favor o f  the  improvement is sue  than t h e i r  white neighbors, 

and carr ied  the voting r e s u l t s  as shown in Table I 11.^^

4Glbid.

^^Black D ispatch. 15 April 1950. 

^^Black D ispatch, 3 May 1950.

ST Ib id .
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TABLE I I I

ELECTORATE VOTE OF THE 10 BLACK PRECINCTS ON THE 

$35,974 BOND ISSUE IN OKLAHOMA CITY 

MAY 9 ,  1950

Ward 2 Ward 3 Ward 4

P rec inc t For Against P recinc t For Against P recinct For Aainst

6 90 7 16 126 5 8 99 15

7 197 12

8 166 10

9 80 17

12 109 28

14 64 0

27 110 9

52 135 _6 _ _
Total 951 89 126 5 99 15

Source Note: The vote in  the  black p rec in c ts  showed some opposition to  the
bond is su e .  P rec inc t  14, Ward 2 , voted 100% fo r  the bond is su e ,  
while the  to t a l  vote in  th ree  black wards affirmed t h e i r  appro
val w ith p rec in c t  52 in  Edwards Addition allowing only 6 
demurrers.
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A Decade o f  Service

The end o f  the  1949-50 school year  marked a decade since  F. D,

was e lec te d  p r in c ip a l  o f  Oklahoma C i ty 's  Douglass High School. He

was th i r d  in  tenu re  of previous p r in c ip a ls ,  preceded in  tenure by

Inman Page, t h i r t e e n  y e a r s ,  and 0. H. A. Brazelton , twelve y ea rs .

Since 1940 the  sch o o l 's  bank balance was $19,997.56 more than the

52
yea r  when he accepted th e  pos ition  as p r inc ipa l of Douglass.

Douglass Ju n io r  Senior High school was not only serving i t s

s tuden ts  along with a d u lt  education but i t  was a lso  th e  core of the 

53
community. P. D. wrote:

At Douglass we l ik e  to  th ink  of ourselves as a community 
school. Many community agencies u t i l i z e  our school p lan t  from 
Monday through Friday. Something begins a t  Douglass a t  7:50 
in  the morning and continues u n t i l  9:30 p.m. These 7:50 in 
the  morning a c t i v i t i e s  include rec rea t io n  in the  gymnasium, 
voluntary  reading in  our l i b r a r y  of approximately 5,500 vo l
umes, o r  vo lun teer  meetings o f  Jun io r  Red Cross Council, the 
s tuden t co u n c i l ,  and the ju n io r  high school band.

On Saturday morning from 9 o 'c lo ck  to  11:30, s ix ty  o r  seventy 
o f  the Gray-Y boys from the  elementary schools o f  the c i ty  
have a g re a t  time in our gymnasium. They a lso  have access to  
our new $125,000 swimming pool.

On Tuesday and Thursday n igh ts  Douglass helps to  meet the 
needs o f  mature men and women through i t s  Adult I n s t i t u t e  . .
. grown men and women are taugh t t a i l o r i n g ,  m i l l in e ry ,  c lo th 
in g ,  ty p e w r i t in g ,  shorthand, and a r t .

On Mondays and Thursdays, 115 veterans and non-veterans are 
pursuing courses a t  the co llege  level leading to  a l ib e ra l  
a r t s  degree a t  Langston U nivers ity .  This i s  known as

^^Black D ispatch, 17 June 1950.

^^Black D ispatch , 8 April 1950.
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Langston U nivers ity  Extension Center. . . .The Douglass v e t
erans ' school began in th e  spring o f  1946. At f i r s t  i t  con
s is te d  o f  one c la s s  with one in s t r u c to r .  Since th a t  time i t  
has grown to i t s  p resen t s i z e ,  consis ting  o f  twenty c la s s e s  
with a fa c u l ty  o f  twenty-two te a c h e rs ,  one d i re c to r  and one 
cle rk .

Some of the r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  t r a in in g  may be seen from th e  
following: When the  carpentry  c la ss  completed i t s  course in  
August 1946, fourteen  out of the  eighteen students  were doing 
carpentry  work as t h e i r  so le  means o f  support. We now have 
twenty veterans whose e n t i r e  income is  derived from th e  
build ing  t ra d e s .  In ra d io ,  several o f  the graduates have 
es tab lished  businesses of t h e i r  own. There are th ree  employed 
a t  appliance s to r e s .  In upho ls te ry ,  several men are engaged 
in upholste ring  fu rn i tu re  in t h e i r  small home shops, and th ree
men are working in  upholstery shops here in  Oklahoma City . . .
. More than a y e a r  ago th e  ta i lo r in g  department had made 
eighteen s u i t s  f o r  men, s ix ty - fo u r  p a irs  o f  t ro u s e r s ,  s ix teen  
s h i r t s  and one overcoat.

In 1950 Fordie E. Ross observed: "One thousand four hundred 

s tuden ts  and countless  graduates hold abiding f a i t h  and deep adora

t io n  fo r  Moon, who i s  now known as Dean o f  E d u c a t o r s . I n  addi

t i o n ,  his work within th e  community had marked measures o f  success.

He was serving as v ic e -p re s id e n t  of the  Board of Management with the 

Urban League, chairman o f  the  s te e r in g  committee of black G irl Scouts, 

Chairman o f  th e  Committee o f  Management f o r  the YMCA, and s e rv ice  

with the Tabernacle B ap tis t  C h u rch .56

54ibid.
55ib id .

S^ib id .

By 1950 a r e l ig io u s  innovation o f  interdenominations was 
observed in  Oklahoma C ity .  P. D. aided in  i t s  o r ig in .  More spec- 
c i f i c a l l y ,  "a re l ig io u s  movement, in t e r r a c i a l  in i t s  c h a ra c te r ,  was
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At the  close of the  1949-50 school y e a r ,  F. D. p u b lica l ly  ex

pressed h is  philosophy fo r  l iv in g  to  black youths o f  Oklahoma:

"Do r ig h t  as you see the  r ig h t ,  be j u s t  and f a i r  to  everybody whether 

they be o f  high e s ta t e  o r  low, whether they be black or w h ite ,  and 

work hard . . .  My whole advice to  youth can be summed up in th i s  

quota tion  from the Holy B ible , Micah, the  6th chap te r  and the  8th 

ve rse ,  'What doth the  Lord req u ire  o f  thee but to  do ju s t l y  and to 

love mercy and to  walk humbly with thy God'"57

In June 1950 F. D. re in fo rced  h is  philosophy during an ad

d ress  fo r  sen io r  graduates of Booker T. Washington High School in

launched by s ix  Oklahomans in 1942. The American B ap tis ts  entered 
in to  an annual observance o f  simultaneous re v iv a ls .  A re l ig io u s  
s p i r i t  o f  brotherhood rap id ly  spread to  revival programs o f  o ther  
denominations. This g rea t s p i r i t u a l  renaisance was launched in the 
study of the  Tabernacle B ap tis t  Church in Oklahoma C ity , April 2,
1942. At which time Dr. E. W. P erry ,  v ic e -p re s id en t  of the  National 
B ap tis t  Convention ca l led  a group o f  s ix  men to g e th e r  a t  the  sug
gestion  o f  Dr. J .  Howard Williams, p a s to r  o f  the  F i r s t  B ap tis t  
Church o f  Oklahoma City . . .  I t  was in  t h i s  meeting Dr. Williams 
unfolded a dream of re l ig io u s  regenera tion  and s p i r i t u a l  rev iva l 
th a t  would encompass every C h r is t ian  o f  the B ap t is t  f a i t h  i r re sp e c 
t i v e  of ra c e .  Following several meetings th e  idea  took form. The 
s ix  men who formulated the  idea o f  simulataneous rev iv a ls  which 
spread around the nation and Canada were: Dr. J .  Howard Williams, 
executive  sec re ta ry  o f  th e  Texas B a p t is t  Convention; Dr. 0. W. Perry, 
V ice-President of the  National B a p t is t  Convention; Dr. J .  B. Rounds, 
Superintendent o f  Indian Work o f  Southern B ap tis t  Convention; Layman 
F. D. Moon, P rincipal o f  Douglass High School, Oklahoma City; Layman 
Samuel Lattim ore, A ss is tan t  A ttorney General, Oklahoma City; and Dr.
U. M. Johnson, Calvery B ap tis t  Church, Oklahoma C ity ."  Black Dispatch, 
1 April 1950.

5?Ibid.
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Colgate, Oklahoma. Speaking on the  su b je c t ,  "The Role Ahead" F. D. 

urged:

Believe in  y o u r s e l f ,  t h a t  you can do i t .  . . g rea tness  
does not depend upon your being so ph is tica ted  o r  in  being 
haughty. You have a g r e a t  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  . . . With every 
inc reas ing  opportunity  in public  r e la t io n s ,  be honest.and 
r e l i a b l e .  Be r e l i a b le  so people can depend on you. My 
philosophy i s  to  do r ig h t  as you see the r i g h t ,  be j u s t  and 
f a i r  to  everybody, whether they be o f  high e s ta te  or low, 
whether they  a re  black o r  w hite , and work hard . . . .
I s e t  before you an open door and the re  i s  no power under 
heaven except y o u r s e l f ,  t h a t  can c lose  i t  fo r  you .5°

58ibid.



CHAPTER IX

DOUGLASS HIGH SCHOOL IN 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 1950-1951

Curriculum and A c t iv i t i e s  

As the 1950-51 school year  opened, 1,200 students  en ro lled  a t  

Douglass during the f i r s t  enrollment period . This was 200 le ss  

than the previous year .  In ad d it io n ,  F. D. announced the  appoint

ment o f  P rofessor Wyatt F. J e l t z  as v ic e -p r in c ip a l  o f  Douglass High 

School, rep lac ing  Professor Harlish V. Gear, r e t i r i n g  te ach e r  of 

h is to ry  and v ic e -p r in c ip a l .  In ad d it io n ,  new s t a f f  members added 

were: Eldridge Logan Lima in the  Commerce Department and Otis Law

rence in the Chemistry and Mathematics Departments. Maurice Benefee 

was t r a n s fe r re d  from the  ve te rans ' u n i t  to  in s t r u c t  in  upholstering 

and fu rn i tu re  rep a ir in g .^

By November 1950, a massive Parent Teachers A ssociation (PTA) 

membership d r iv e  was completed a t  Douglass. In securing a id  to 

in c rease  i n t e r e s t  and p a r t i c ip a t io n  o f  the community in th e  PTA, F. 

D. and the o f f i c e r s  o f  the  organization  u t i l i z e d  the a ss is tan ce  of 

th e  Aldridge and Jewel t h e a te r s ,  along with rad io  s t a t io n s  KLPR 

and KBYE. At th e  close o f  the massive d rive  the  Douglass PTA

^Black D ispatch, 19 August, 9 September 1950.
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membership was over 300. This rep resen ted  th e  la rg e s t  PTA member-
2

ship  in  the h is to ry  o f  Douglass High School. Ruby Hall r e c a l ls :

Our PTA grew in in te r e s t .  One n igh t i t  ra ined  so hard Mr. 
Moon was very su re  we would no t continue with our reg u la r 
meeting n ig h t. When we a rr iv e d  a t  th e  school to  have our 
m eeting, no one was th e re  to  l e t  us in .  We had to  con tac t 
Mr. Moon to  bring us the keys. When he a rriv ed  and so many 
o f  us were th e re ,  he s a id , 'You have su rp rised  me, but I 
l ik e  p e r s is te n c e . '3

Vocational Courses 

F. D .'s  immediate a tte n tio n  a t  Douglass in  1950-51 turned to  

the lack  o f s tu d e n t 's  in t e r e s t  in  vocational education . Though the 

problem ex isted  th e  need to  o f fe r  th e  program p e rs is te d . S p ec ific 

a l ly ,  th e  problem was how to  in c re ase  th e  s e n s i t iv i ty  o f  s tuden ts  

whose leve l o f  achievement w arrented such m o tiva tion . In ad d itio n , 

the anxiety  generated by s tu d e n t 's  decreased in te r e s t  in  vocational 

education had caused c la sse s  so small th a t  securing  teach ers  fo r  

the number en ro lled  became in c re as in g ly  d i f f i c u l t . ^

F. D., accompanied by several black c i t iz e n s  held  a closed 

conference with J .  C hester Swanson, Superintendent o f  Oklahoma City 

Public Schools, in  which they made th e  problem confron ting  th e  

adm in is tra tio n  o f  the  vocational courses a t  Douglass known. F. D.

^Black D ispatch , 11 November 1950.

^Ruby H a ll , in te rv iew  held 733 N ortheast 20 th , Oklahoma C ity , 
Oklahoma, 12 August 1977.

S lack  Dispatch, 10 February 1951.
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pointed out to  the  superin tenden t th e  in a b i l i ty  to  secure  q u a lif ie d  

teachers fo r  such a small number o f in te re s te d  s tu d e n ts . In add i

t io n ,  he expressed th e  need fo r  q u a lif ie d  vocational te a c h e rs  to  

conduct the  vocational courses r a th e r  than re ly ing  on te ach ers  o f  

un re la ted  f ie ld s .  Not to  do t h i s ,  he s a id ,  " tra in in g  would not be 

as d i l ig e n t  in  guiding and o r ie n tin g  the  students in  th e  d ire c tio n  

o f  vocations as i t  would be fo r te ach e rs  whose specia l t ra in in g  was 

in  th a t  f i e l d . W h i l e  adm itting  th e re  had been some o pposition  to  

vocational tra in in g  among b lack  te a c h e rs , F. D. s ta te d :  "At th e  

p resen t time th e  th ink ing  o f  black in s tru c to rs  had changed ra d ic a lly ,  

to  the  po in t where they were a l l  committed to  the  idea th a t  the  

young Negro must support th i s  f ie ld ."®

A fu r th e r  rep o rt o f  th e  conference by the  Black Dispatch gave 

the follow ing account.

The conference held l a s t  week by Dr. J . Chester Swanson, 
superin tenden t o f  th e  c i ty 's  sch o o ls , with th e  Negro c it iz e n s  
ra ised  several in te re s t in g  questions which need answ ers. For 
two years now w ithou t a h indrance, the school board was sup
posed to  be op era tin g  a vocational school which served th e  
needs o f  th i s  community. No one has sa id  a word w hile th e  
school board has been function ing  so th a t  th e  school board 
must assume f u l l  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  any delinquencies d is 
covered in  1951.

When the  c i t iz e n  committee met with Dr. Swanson two years  
ago, the  question  o f tra in in g  and build ing  tra d e  courses was 
s tre s s e d . The com mittee, before i t  went in to  conference

®Ibid.

®Ibid.
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u n ited  in  the  thought th a t th e  s tuden ts  should be sk ille d  in  
th ese  branches of la b o r. When they a rriv ed  a t  th e  Administra
tio n  O ffice they  sp e lled  out th e  names o f th e  courses they 
were in s is t in g  upon: b rick  la y in g , ca rp e n try , plumbing, and 
e l e c t r i c i t y  were th e  four main and s p e c if ic  branches o f t r a in 
ing s t r e s s e d ,  and th e  committee was to ld  th a t  t h i s  ou tlin e  
would be c a rr ie d  o u t.

In th e  conference l a s t  week, i t  was discovered th a t  nothing 
had been done about organizing c la sse s  in  plumbing, e l e c t r i c -  
c i ty ,  and in  th e  carpen try  d iv is io n . The s tu d e n ts ' work i s  
confined to  b u ild in g  fu rn i tu re ,  a l l ie d  r r t s ,  and u p h o lste ring . 
T h ere 's  no question  about th e  ski 11 fu ln ess  o f  th e  students in  
th i s  f ie ld  as was dem onstrated as the  committee passed through 
the classroom s. We doubt se r io u s ly  th a t  any one o f  those s tu 
dents confined to  the  manufacturing o f fu rn itu re  knows anything 
about bu ild ing  a house, where th e re  i s  a p re se n t opportunity  
in  th i s  growing community fo r  Negroes to  make an ex ce lle n t 
l iv in g .

One o f  th e  c o n fe ree s , Mrs. C ernoria Johnson, r a is e d  the  ques
tio n  o f counseling and guidance. The Urban League S ecretary  
fe e ls  th a t  i f  s u f f ic ie n t  time i s  given the counseling the re  
w ill be no dearth  o f  p u p ils . This w rite r  f e e ls  th e  same way 
about i t .  We b e liev e  th a t  such counseling should be made th e  
r e s p o n s ib il i ty  o f vocational in s tru c to r s .  We doubt se rio u s ly  
the sym pathetic , in te re s te d  in s t r u c to r ,  tra in e d  e n t ir e ly  in  
the l ib e r a l  a r t s  f i e l d ,  would have a suggestion  to  students 
th a t  they  fo llow  a  l in e  of e f f o r t  which h is  l i f e  has not 
touched. I f  th e  ta sk  before Douglass School regard ing  voca
tio n a l t r a in in g  i s  ca rried  fu l ly  to  f r u i t io n ,  i t  must be done 
la rg e ly  by in s tru c to rs  who know and love th e  f i e l d  of tra in in g  
in  which they in s t r u c t .7

During th e  beginning o f th e  1951-52 school y e a r , 1,388 studen ts  

en ro lled  th e  f i r s t  day o f  school and by th e  middle o f September th e  

enrollm ent was over 1 ,400. The school board had done more than 

$3,000 worth o f  red eco ra tio n  fo r  th e  s c h o o l's  aud ito rium . Ice w ater 

foun tains a t  a co st o f  $1,180 and donated by th e  1947-48 sen io r c la ss

^Black D ispatch . 17 February 1951.
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were in s ta l l e d  on each f lo o r  o f  the  schoo l. Concession s tan d s c o s t

ing $1,500 were in s ta l le d  under the  grandstand a t  Page Stadium by 

th e  c la sse s  in  b rick  masonry, ca rp en try  and e le c t r i c i ty .  A lso, $2,000 

worth o f  ty p e w rite rs  and c a lc u la to rs  were added to  the commercial de

partment.®

The Continued Need and C onsiderations 

In ad d itio n  to  adm inistering  th e  school during th e  1951-52 

school y e a r  a la rg e  p o rtio n  o f F. D .'s  energ ies  was d ire c te d  toward 

b u ild in g  a new high schoo l. To do so would help re liev e  th e  crowded 

co n d itio n s  e x is t in g  a t  Douglass. In f a c t ,  P. D. had not re lin q u ish ed  

th i s  e f f o r t  s in ce  th e  1945 bond is su e . For example, in  a  meeting 

w ith th e  Urban League Board of D irecto rs  in  1950, F. D. p resen ted  th e  

e x is t in g  need fo r  an ad m in is tra tiv e  and classroom  bu ild ing  fo r  Doug

la s s  High School. This bu ild ing  program, he d isc lo se d , would involve 

th e  renovation  and re p a ir  o f  e x is t in g  b u ild in g s  on the fairg round  

s i t e .  In addressing  him self to  the  need, F. D. revealed th a t :

In view o f the  plans fo r  moving F a ir  Park to  the [N.W.] 10th 
and May Avenue lo c a tio n , we o f th e  se p a ra te  schools are fac in g  
more d e f in i te ly  th e  problem o f b u ild in g  an adequate educational 
p la n t .  To do th i s  w ill req u ire  an o u tlay  o f approxim ately 
$1,500,000. Under our p resen t system o f school finan c in g  i t  
would ta k e  ten  years  fo r  us to  accumulate enough f o r  a  bu ild ing  
program . . . .

The problem i s  acute and can only  be met through th e  f lo a tin g  
o f  a county bond is su e  which w ill have to  f i r s t  be approved by

®Black D ispatch , 15 September 1951.
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g
the C ity Board o f  Education and County Commissioner.

I t  should be re c a lle d  th a t  th e  germ o f  a new high school fo r  

b lacks in Oklahoma C ity came in to  being in  1944, when Washington 

Park was f i r s t  suggested as i t s  lo c a tio n . Vigorous opposition  to  the  

Washington Park lo c a tio n  by black c i t iz e n s  caused the  idea to  be 

abandoned. A tten tion  was then turned  to  th e  F a ir  Park lo ca tio n  on 

N. E. 10th and E astern . This lo ca tio n  was purchased in  1948 a f te r  

a $700,000 bond is su e  was f lo a te d  on December 4 , 1945. #380,000 

was a llo ca ted  as th e  f i r s t  p o s itiv e  action  taken by th e  school board 

to  bu ild  a new high school f o r  b lack s. The amount had proven inade

quate to  complete th e  new high sch o o l, but had helped to  purchase 

p o rtio n s  o f  th e  o ld  fairgound s i t e  which included tw en ty -six  acres 

o f  land , th e  4-H Club b u ild in g , th e  FFA b u ild in g , the liv es to ck  

p av ilio n  and severa l sm alle r bu ild ings a t  a p rice  of $405,000. Two 

hundred and f i f t y  thousand d o lla rs  o f  the purchase p r ic e  came from 

th e  $380,000 voted in  the bond is su e  o f  1945. The o th e r  $58,000 o f  

th e  bond money had been used to  improve th e  purchased bu ild ings fo r  

vocational education . Two thousand d o lla rs  o f the  purchase p rice  

came from accumulated funds o f th e  one m ill bu ild ing  levy  fo r 

sep a ra te  schoo ls .^^

^Black D ispatch , 15 A pril 1950.

^^An Open Door to  New Horizon s: Douglass High School (Oklahoma 
C ity : Douglass High School, 1955), p. 10.
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By March 1951, th e  Oklahoma C ity Council approved th e  con

s tru c tio n  o f  a new high school fo r  blacks to  be fronted  on Eastern 

r a th e r  than behind th e  grandstand u t i l iz e d  by the  fairground o f f i 

c i a l s .  The complete agreement fo r  th e  o v era ll plan however, was 

l e f t  to  rep re sen ta tiv e s  o f  th e  Chamber o f Commerce and the  Board o f  

Education.

Black c i t iz e n s  were concerned about th e  land ad jacen t to  the  

school s ite .^ ^  A lso, they  were concerned about the over $150,000 

sep a ra te  schools o f Oklahoma City would secure annually under the  

one m ill bu ild ing  levy  and how i t  would a id  in  completing the  new 

school. F. D. s ta te d  a t  the tim e, " I f  we re ly  upon the  one m ill 

bu ild in g  levy to  e re c t  th e  new high sch o o l, and counting the  

$310,842 now in the  bu ild ing  fund, i t  would take  approxim ately ten 

y ears  to  accumulate the  ad d itio n a l $150,000 to  complete th e  new high 

school. To w ait ten  y e a rs ,  f iv e  y e a r s ,  o r  even two y ea rs  w ill mean

Black D ispatch , 3 March 1951.

I t  should be kept in  mind th a t  the  fairg round  t r a c t  contem
p la ted  by black c i t iz e n s  o f Oklahoma C ity to  be evacuated by F air 
O ff ic ia ls  extended from Eastern Avenue to  th e  Katy t r a c t s  and N. E.
4th S tre e t to  N. E. 10th S tre e t .  This t r a c t  o f land was in  an u n s a tis 
fa c to ry  s ta t e .  Only 25 acres of th i s  land had been d e f in i te ly  desig 
nated fo r  black school purposes. The remainder being l e f t  to  th e  c i ty  
and could e a s ily  be l a t e r  converted in to  o b jec tionab le  use by black 
c i t iz e n s ' s tan d ard s .

The con ten tions o f  some b la :k  c i t iz e n s  w ere, th a t  to  convert 
the remainder o f th e  land to  re s id e n tia l  uses would conso lida te  th e  
o ld e r  black sec tio n  o f  th e  c i ty  w ith the  Edwards and Carverdale Addi
t io n s ,  thus surrounding th e  proposed new vocational high school with 
a type of environment by which adolescents would d a ily  be sh e lte re d .
In a d d itio n , no se m i-in d u s tr ia l d i s t r i c t s  would be near th e  school. See 
Black D ispatch, 12 March 1949.
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i t  w ill be done a t  a t e r r i f i c  cost to  education fo r  black y o u t h . F .  D. 

substanuated h is  thoughts w ith th e  follow ing reasons:

Douglass High School now has a capacity  fo r  950 s tu d e n ts . The 
enrollm ent as o f F riday , September 14, was 1,435, o r approxi
m ately 500 s tu d en ts  beyond th e  capacity  o f the b u ild in g . Now 
i t  i s  obvious th a t  an adequate educational program cannot be 
c a rr ie d  on under such over crowded co nd itions . This over 
crowding means th a t  c lasses  are  being conducted in  p laces not 
a t  a l l  equipped f o r  a p a r t ic u la r  type o f in s tru c tio n . To i l 
l u s t r a t e ,  the  ju n io r  high school band c lasses  are  conducted 
in  the  ha ll lead ing  from S ix th  S tre e t in to  the  high school 
gymnasium. This means th a t  horns are co n tin u a lly  being blown 
which serves as a d is tra c tin g  element fo r  teach ers  who are  
try in g  to  ca rry  on uhysical education c la sses  in  the  gymna
sium. . . .Teachers a t  Douglass High School who have taugh t 
in  th e  in s t i tu t io n  fo r  y e a rs , in  one case fo r  as many as f i f 
teen y e a rs , have never had a re g u la r  classroom . Such teach ers  
must move from one room to  ano ther . .

Quoting from the  Oklahoma City A d v ertise r, dated Thursday,

September 20, 1951, F. D. advised:

I b e liev e  vo te rs  w ill soon have an opportunity  to  vo te  on a 
county bond issu e  to  complete our urban highway system and 
o th e r p ro je c ts . The amount o f  th is  bond issu e  probably w ill 
be between $6,000,000 and $7,000,000. I f  th e re  i s  to  be a

^^Black D ispatch, 15 A pril 1950, 29 September 1951.

^^Black D ispatch, 29 September 1951.

In th e  years a f te r  World War I I ,  th e re  were acute challenges 
in  education . In the e a r ly  1950's ,  th e  wartime b ab ies ' en trance 
in to  the  schools c rea ted  unprecedented pressures on th e  educational 
system. Facing a se rio u s  shortage o f  teachers and classroom s, th e  
schools were forced to  r e s o r t  to  double sessions held in  emergency 
f a c i l i t i e s .  To cope w ith th e  overflow , more b u ild in g s , classroom s, 
and teachers were made a v a ila b le  as educational expenditures in 
c reased . See, Gerald Gutek, An H is to rica l In troduction  to  American 
Education, James C. Stone ed . (New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Co. 
1970), p. 148.
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county wide v o te , i t  would save th e  taxpayers  money to  have 
th e  bond issu e  fo r  the sep ara te  schools p resen ted  a t  the  same 
tim e th a t  the  county-wide bond issu e  i s  p r e s e n t e d J 4

But d isc o n te n t continued to  lin g e r  w ith th e  Negro Chamber of 

Commerce over th e  p o ssib le  use o f th e  ad jacen t lands to  the  purchased 

school s i t e  as a rec rea tio n a l area  o r park fo r  b lack  c i t iz e n s .  How

e v e r , in a meeting o f the  Negro Chamber o f  Commerce, th e  c i t iz e n s  

voted 25 to  5 to  postpone th e i r  decision  concerning th e  rec rea tio n  

a rea  u n t i l  a p o s itiv e  d isp o s itio n  could be met w ith  th e  park o f f i 

c i a l ' s  p o s itio n  on converting th e  ad jacen t lands to  a re c re a tio n a l 

park . The Chamber o f Commerce agreed during th e  m eeting w ith F. D .'s

observation  th a t  a bond issu e  would have to  be voted before a new

1 5
high school could be e rec ted .

In a l a t e r  meeting o f th e  Negro Chamber o f  Commerce, F. D. 

p resen ted  h is  views regarding th e  proposed new school lo c a tio n  and 

re c re a tio n a l park is s u e , s ta t in g :  "the m a tte r o f  the sc h o o l's  lo 

c a tio n  and th e  park issu e  should be s e p a ra te , which was th e  p r in 

c ip le  p o in t o f d ifference."^®  This was in  op p o sitio n  to  h is  e a r l i e r  

p o s itio n  in  which he had "supported th e  idea  th a t  such land as was 

no t u t i l iz e d  f o r  school purpose should be tu rned  by th e  c i ty  in to  a

^^F. D. Moon, Personal Papers. 

^®Black D ispatch , 21 Ju ly  1951. 

1®Ibid.
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re s id e n t ia l  development."^^

N everthe less , follow ing F. D .'s  views on th e  d isp o s itio n  o f 

th e  land s i t e s ,  Roscoe Dunjee o ffe red  a motion th a t  th e  school s i t e  

a t  N. E. 10th and Eastern be endorsed. His motion included the  pro

v is io n s  th a t  the  s e le c tio n  o f  th e  new s i t e  would in  no way im pair 

or d im inish  th e  accrual in county funds and earmarked fo r  bu ild ing

th e  proposed new te ch n ica l-v o ca tio n a l high schoo l. The motion was

18seconded by George Ferguson and unanimously passed.

With th e  dec ision  made to  accept th e  lo c a tio n  o f the  new black

high school and to  pu t aside  th e  opposition  to  the  re c re a tio n  park

is s u e , th e  Negro Chamber o f Commerce and in te re s te d  black c i t iz e n s

opened th e i r  campaign to  promote a $1,500,000 bond is su e  asked fo r

by F. D. to  b u ild  a new black high sch o o l. T heir f i r s t  ac tion  was to

19
c irc u la te  a p e t i t io n  among th e  c i t iz e n s  seeking t h e i r  approval.

The $1:500,000 Bond C o n flic t 

On October 1, 1951, a request fo r  a $1,500,000 bond issu e  was 

presented  to  the  Oklahoma C ity Board o f Education by th e  Negro C i t i 

zens' Committee. In add ition  to  p resen ting  the  proposed bond issu e  

th e  black de legation  promised th e  school board to  produce p e t i t io n s  

signed by q u a lif ie d  vo te rs  o f Oklahoma County who were in  accord

l^ lb id .  

^®Ibid.

^^D aily Oklahoman, 6 October 1951.
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20
w ith th e  p roposa l. The delegation  s ta te d  in  p a r t ,  "Since almost 

s ix  years  have passed sin ce  we s ta r te d  on th i s  program of a new 

high schoo l; and becuase an emergency e x i s t s  in  the consequence o f 

th e  t e r r i b l e  overcrowded s i tu a tio n  a t Douglass High School, we re 

quest speedy r e l i e f  be granted . . .  by using  your fu l l  in fluence

toward having the  Honorable Board o f County Commissioners c a l l  such
21

an e le c tio n  a t  th e  e a r l i e s t  d a te  p o s s ib le ."

The d e le g a tio n 's  request to  the Board o f  Education f o r  a 

$1,500,000 bond issu e  was based on the f a c t s  th a t :  (1) Douglass High 

School w ith a capac ity  o f  950 had an en ro llm ent of 1,440 s tu d e n ts , 

a cond ition  e x is t in g  sin ce  1945, when on December the  4th Oklahoma 

County voted $700,000 o f  which $308,000 was a llo ca ted  fo r  th e  e rec 

tio n  o f  a new Douglass High School; (2) S ince the passage o f  th e  one 

m ill levy , th e  school had received  only $310,000, about $150,000 an

n u a lly . Through th i s  method ten  years would have e lap se  before a new

Douglass could be e re c te d ; (3) Douglass High School is  so congested

22
th a t  the  ju n io r  band must rehearse  in th e  hallw ays.

The Board o f  Education unanimously agreed with th e  black c i t i 

zens on the  need fo r  a $1,500,000 bond is su e  to  complete th e  new

20
Negro C it iz e n 's  Committee, Oklahoma C ity , Oklahoma to  the  

P re s id en t, Members and Superin tenden t, Board o f  Education, 1951, 
Oklahoma C ity , Oklahoma.

ZTlbid.
^^Black D ispatch, 29 September 1951.
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black high school and to  request the  County Commissioners to  include 

the  question  in  the seven m illion d o lla r  county-wide bond e le c tio n  

fo r  urban and county roads. The agreements were affirm ed  in  a mo

tio n  made by Vernon B eals, ward one Board member, w ith th e  under

stand ing  th a t  th e  County Commissioners must c a ll the  e le c tio n . This 

was based on th e  f a c t  th a t  bond funds fo r  black schools were voted 

on a county-wide b as is  and adm inistered by th e  County Commissioners, 

w ith th e  superv ision  o f  the  school board where the black school 

re s id e d .

The f i r s t  s ix  s e ts  o f p e titio n s  bearing 4,435 s ig n a tu re s  fo r

th e  $1,500,000 bond issu e  was form ally  presented to  th e  Board o f

Education on October 5 , 1951, and accepted by the  b o a rd 's  p re s id e n t,

R. Lewis Barton. The P etitio n  signers were not r e s t r ic te d  to  b lack s ,

but contained several w hite c i t iz e n 's  s ig n a tu res  as w e ll .  During

th e  p re sen ta tio n  F. D. drew a tten tio n  to  th i s  f a c t  by in te r je c t in g  th a t

though the s ig n ers  were predominantly Negro, the p e t i t io n  contained

th e  names o f  94 from the League o f Women Voters and a number from

th e  Federal Council o f Church Women as well as o th e r lead in g  c iv ic

groups. By October 15, 1951, a seventh P e titio n  was p resented  to

24
th e  Board in c re a s in g  the  c i t iz e n s ' s ig n a tu res  to  4 ,842.

^^Daily Oklahoman, 2 October 1951.

^^Negro C itiz e n s ' Committee tn  th e  P re s id en t, Members, 
S uperin tenden t, and Board of Education, 1951, Oklahoma C ity , Oklahoma. 

F. D. Moon personal papers.
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On O ctober 10, 1951, an e d i to r ia l  appeared in th e  Daily Okla

homan d ec la rin g  the new high school f o r  b lacks in  Oklahoma City a s ,

"An Undeniable Need."

Of th e  req u est th a t  an ad d itio n a l high school bu ild ing be 
provided fo r  the Negro popula tion  o f  Oklahoma C ity , two th ings 
can be sa id  q u ite  p o s it iv e ly . The ad d itio n a l build ing  is  needed 
badly and w ill be needed so re ly  before i t  could be completed.
The d i s t r i c t  in te re s te d  i s  well ab le  f in a n c ia l ly  to  pay fo r  the  
proposed bu ild ing  and l i t t l e  e lse  needs to  be s a id .

The s tead y  growth o f the  c i t y 's  popula tion  has created  a re a l 
problem in  nearly  every school in  th e  c i ty .  I t  i s  the serious 
problem o f  overcrowding and a rea l lack  o f adequate f a c i l i t i e s .
A school bu ild ing  th a t  was ample j u s t  a few years  ago is  ample 
no longer. That i s  tru e  alv/ays when th e  population o f a d i s 
t r i c t  in c re a se s .

Up u n ti l  f a i r l y  re c e n tly , th e  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  th e  p resen t high 
school f o r  Negroes were adequate. But they are adequate no 
longer. The Negro population has grown exac tly  as the white 
population  has grown. An ad d itio n a l high school building fo r  
Negroes i s  so re ly  needed and i t  should be b u i l t .  The c i ty  is  
able to  bu ild  i t .  I t  is  th e  duty o f  th e  c i ty  to  b u i l t  i t . 25

By mid October a group o f 35 black c i t iz e n s  assembled a t  th e  

Court House during a meeting held by th e  County Commissioners, w ith 

the expressed purpose o f req u estin g  th a t  th e  $1,500,000 bond issu e  

be included in  th e  county road e le c t io n . The de legation  had attended 

th e  meeting under th e  m isunderstood assum ption th a t  th e  Commission

e rs  were ready to  d iscuss th e  sep a ra te  s c h o o l's  bond is su e . The f a c t  

was, th e  Commissioners h ad n 't c a lle d  th e  m eeting fo r  th a t  purpose, 

nor had they been asked to .  Phil Daugherty, chairman o f  the Urban 

Road Committee, explained to  th e  d e legation  th a t  th e  meeting was

^^Daily Oklahoman, 10 October 1951.
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ca lled  to  decide whether th e  committee would include anything e lse  

on the road bond e le c t io n ,  and fo r  no o th e r  purpose. F u rth e r, the 

de legation  was informed by S tanleyD raper th a t  the urban road program 

was tw ofold. F i r s t ,  i t  provides ad d itio n a l r ig h t o f  ways, and sec

ond, i t  provides a prim ary road system n ear Edmond. "We cannot c lea r  

the fa irg round  fo r  a new high school u n ti l  th e  ra il ro a d  track s  are
pg

moved, which is  a p a r t  o f th e  urban road program."

The black c i t iz e n s  poin ted  ou t during th e  course o f  th e  meet

ing th a t  on several occasions since  1945 th e  m a tte r had been brought 

to  the  a t te n tio n  o f  th e  school a u th o r i t ie s  and the County Commis

s io n e rs . In a d d itio n , they  made re fe ren ce  to  the p e t i t io n  signed by 

over 4,000 c i t iz e n s  req u estin g  th e  $1,500,000 bond is su e  fo r  the  

black sch o o l, and th a t  i f  th e  school req u es t was no t acted upon, the 

m atter would be tu rned  to  th e  National A ssociation  fo r  the  Advance

ment of Colored People fo r  a c tio n . In th e  form o f a re so lu tio n  the 

black de legation  read :

While we recognize th a t  th e re  are l ib e r a l  and fair-m inded  white 
c i t iz e n s  who are  w ill in g  and anxious to  c o rre c t th i s  cond ition , 
i t  appears th a t  they  are  h e lp le ss  in  th e  m atter o f doing very 
much. In th e  meantime our Negro youth are den ied , and may be 
denied fo r  many y ears  to  come, un less we take fo r th r ig h t  ac tio n . 
T herefore , be i t  reso lved  th a t  i f  i t  cannot be done now th a t 
we take  immediate s te p s  toward securing  the admission o f  Negro 
youth to  th e  ju n io r  high schools o f Oklahoma C ity  and th e  
admission o f sen io r high school youths to  s e n io r  high schools

^^Oklahoma C ity Times, 18 October 1951, Daily Oklahoman, 19
October 1951, Black D ispatch , 20 O ctober 1951.
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?7
carry ing  courses not o ffe red  a t  Douglass High School. . .

A fte r F. D. assured  the  road committee th a t  he understood a l l  

issu es  o f  th e  proposed e le c tio n  were to  be p resen ted  a t  the meeting 

o f the  commissioners, he explained th e  congested conditions e x is t in g  

a t  Douglass.

This condition c rea te s  nervous te n s io n , in a b i l i ty  to  teach 
s tuden ts  p roperly , and a se rio u s  hazard as f a r  as education 
i s  concerned. Is i t  any su rp r is e  th a t  we would ge t out to  get 
p e t i t io n s  fo r  th e  need we have observed th e  same as you have 
done regarding the need you have seen? Why c a n 't  we un ite  
our e f f o r t s  here because both needs a re  justifiab le? '^®

F. D. then a ttacked  th e  idea  th a t  $1,500,000 was too much to  

pay fo r  a high school enrollm ent fo r  582 s tu d e n ts . C iting th e  in 

creased co s t o f  m a te ria ls  and th e  problems sep a ra te  schools undergo, 

he s ta te d : "Tulsa w ith le s s  than 600 Negro high school students 

paid $1,749,991.69 f o r  th e i r  new school and they s ta r te d  only one 

week before we did in  1945. Children now a tte n d  th i s  school

A second meeting was c a lle d  by the  commissioners la te r  th e  

same day during which time J .  C hester Swanson, Superintendent 

o f the Oklahoma City Schools, s e t  th e  need fo r  th e  new black high 

school a t  $1,250,000, h a lf  o f th e  o rig in a l req u es t o f the  black 

c i t iz e n s .  The board members exp lained  th a t  $900,000 would be 

needed fo r  co n stru c tio n  o f  a new b u ild in g , $150,000 fo r  equipment,

^^Oklahoma C ity Times, 18 October 1951.

^^Black D ispatch, 20 October 1951.

Ẑ Ibid.
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$100,000 fo r  a d d itio n a l land a t  the  F a ir Park s i t e  and $100,000 fo r

remodeling bu ild ings purchased on the  s i te .^ ^

Following th e  bond ta lk  w ith th e  commissioners Edd H ise l,

chairman o f  th e  Board o f  Commissioners, estim ated  i t  would tak e  a t

le a s t  a week before th e  county commission would take action  on the

proposed urban r ig h ts  o f  way, county roads, and th e  school i s s u e /

However, th e  black d e leg a tio n  l e f t  the  meeting with the  fe e lin g  th a t

"no ac tio n  would be tak en .

The consequences o f  th e  meeting w ith th e  members o f th e  Board

of Education and the  commissioners caused black c i t iz e n s  to  delay

plans on securing adm ission o f  b lack s tu d en ts  in white schoo ls . In

a C it iz e n 's  Actions Committee m eeting. Reverend Jackson exp lained ,

" I f  the commission decides before too long i t  can go along on the

32
recommendations by the  board , t h a t 's  what we w ant."

I t  should be no ted , however, th e re  was no commitment made by

the Board o f  Commissioners as to  a d e f in i te  amount they  would

recommend fo r  the bond proposed to  be f lo a te d  fo r  th e  black high

school. In f a c t ,  Edd H is e l,  chairman o f the  conmiissioners, in  a

la t e r  sta tem en t sa id :

I to ld  P ro fesso r Moon (Douglass P r in c ip a l)  the o th e r day i f  we 
could ge t th e  new school idea  on th e  bond e le c tio n  a t  a l l ,  i t

^^D aily Oklahoman, 19 October 1951.

31 Ib id .

3^Ibid.
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would no t be fo r  $1,250,000. That would be th e  most expensive 
high school I know o f  anywhere. You fo lk s  are going to  have 
to  be s a t i s f i e d  with a l i t t l e  l e s s .  I'm s t i l l  o f the same 
op in ion . I s t i l l  have more f ig u rin g  to  do before I say what 
I'm  going to  do on th e  whole th in g . I j u s t  c a n 't  see th a t  
much money. We are  not ready now to  say what we w ill do .33

The d e s ire  o f  F. D. to  draw a t te n tio n  to  th e  comparison o f 

the $1,749,991.69 co s t o f th e  new Tulsa Booker T. Washington High 

fo r le s s  than 600 s tuden ts  ch a ra c te riz e d  the  statem ent by H ise l,

"We . . .  are concerned, only about the  funds o f th i s  county, and 

p lease  understand , th a t  only  $770,000 were requ ired  to  b u ild  th e  

Southeast High School w ith an enro llm ent o f over 700 s tu d en ts .

There a re  only 583 a t  D ouglass."^*

Meanwhile, the  black c i t iz e n s  had reorganized and upon a mo

tio n  by Reverend T aft W atts, form ulated the  Negro C itiz e n s ' Com

m itte e , naming Reverend W. K. Jackson, p a s to r  o f the S t. John 

B a p tis t Church, as chairman o f  th e  committee. In reviewing the  

s i tu a tio n  confron ting  the b lacks during the  un inv ited  meeting with 

the commissioners and a second meeting w ith in  th e  same day. Rever

end Jackson commented;

I t  i s  now time th a t  we must a c t .  We were v i r tu a l ly  to ld  yes
te rday  by the  County Commissioners th a t  they  would do what they 
wanted to  do and, in  f a c t ,  re fu sed  to  say whether they  would 
o r  would no t comply w ith the  w ill o f 4,842 Negro c i t iz e n s  who 
signed p e t i t io n s  on a vote fo r  th e  new school. We want a new 
school now o r we are  ready and w illin g  to  e n ro ll in  Central and

^^Black D ispatch, 20 October 1951.

S^Ibid.
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C lassen. This meeting has been c a lle d  to express th a t  wish and
d e s i r e .35

The reform ation o f  th e  Negro C it iz e n 's  Committee was a r e s u l t  

o f  th e  in a b i l i ty  o f black c i t iz e n s  to  secure any d isp o s itio n  regard

ing the  p e t i t io n  request fo r  conjunction o f a .$1,500,000 school bond 

w ith the  urban road bond e le c tio n . A lso, i t  was brought to  th e  

a t te n tio n  o f  th e  Negro C it iz e n 's  Committee that o the r p roposals were 

under co n sid era tio n  by th e  county commissioners: (1) A sp ec ia l 

committee had been formed with A. W. G illian d , lo c a l a t to rn e y , as 

i t s  chairman to  form ally request o f  th e  commissioners to  a ir -c o n d i

tio n  the  co u rt house, (2) The Arcadia school d i s t r i c t  requested  of 

th e  commissioners a q u a rte r  o f  a m illio n  d o lla r bond issu e  f o r  th e i r  

schoo l. As th e  s i tu a tio n  stood by la te  October 1951, the  commission

e rs  were involved with fou r p roposals: (1) a bond issue to  a ir-c o n 

d it io n  the c o u rt house; (2) $1,250,000 fo r  Douglass High School; (3) 

Urban roads; (4) $250,000 fo r  th e  Arcadia school d is tr ic t .^ ®

On October 29, 1951, the county commissioners agreed to  sub

m it a $7,427,000 road and black high school bond issu e  to  th e  vote 

o f th e  people on December 11, 1951. The bond is su e  proposed 

"$6,327,000 fo r  new county roads and r ig h ts  of way fo r  52 m iles of 

urban expressways, $900,000 fo r  a black sen ior high school in  Oklahoma

S l̂bid.

^ ^Ib id . Also see  Black D ispatch. 27 October 1951; Oklahoma 
C ity Times, 13 October 1951.
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C ity  and $200,000 to  a ir -c o n d itio n  th e  courthouse .

The $900,000 Bond Question 

The County Commissioners had reduced th e  re q u e s t o f  $1,250,000 

made by th e  Oklahoma C ity  Board of E ducation, which in  tu rn  was r e 

duced from th e  o r ig in a l request of $1,500,000 made by F. D. and th e  

black c i t iz e n s ,  to  $900,000 based on the  cost o f th e  new Southeast 

Ju n io r and Senior High School fo r  white s tu d e n ts . S o u th ea s t 's  con

s tru c t io n  had co s t le s s  than the  $900,000 and a t  th e  time housed 

750 s tu d e n ts . In com parison, Douglass had an en ro llm ent o f  525 

se n io r  high school s tu d en ts  and 900 ju n io r  high school s tu d e n ts .

Black c i t iz e n s ,  s t i l l  pressed t h e i r  p lea f o r  $1,250,000 needed 

fo r  th e  co n stru c tio n  o f  a new black high school as recommended by 

th e  Board o f Education. During a meeting o f th e  Negro C itiz e n s ' 

Committee a t  th e  Urban League, rep resen tin g  32 b lack  o rg an iza tio n s  

o f  th e  community, thumbs were turned down on th e  proposal o f the  

county commissioners t o  a l lo c a te  $900,000 fo r  a new black high 

schoo l. Reverend Jackson declared :

I do no t th in k  th e  county commissioners a re  q u a l if ie d  and 
prepared to  a r b i t r a r i l y  p i t  t h e i r  views o f our educa tiona l 
needs up a g a in s t th a t  of the  school board o f  Oklahoma C ity . 
This body has dec la red  th a t  we need $1,250,000. They have 
made a p ro fess io n a l survey of th i s  question  and so f a r  as I 
am concerned i t ' s  $1,250,000 o r  th i s  committee should  g e t

^^D aily Oklahoman, 30 October 1951,

S^ibid.
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square ly  behind th e  a l te rn a t iv e  plan o f  p lac ing  Negro ch ild ren  
in  the  white s e n io r  and ju n io r  high schools o f th i s  c i t y .39

A fu r th e r  account was th a t :

Emotionalism ran so warm during the meeting th a t ,  d e sp ite  the  
presence o f a la rg e  number o f  m in is te rs  o f  th e  c i t y ,  some 
sh o r t  ugly words were used by several o f th e  speakers as they  
d iscussed  th e  unw illingness o f the  county commissioners to  
allow  the Negroes th e  amount s e t  by th e  Oklahoma C ity  School 
Board, while a t  th e  same tim e w illin g  to  throw away $200,000 
coo ling  the  co u rt house.

'They are no t in c lin e d , however, to  give us th e  e x tra  
$200,000 d e s p ite  th e  f a c t  t h e i r  own lawyer has s a id  i t  w ill 
be unlawful fo r  th i s  money to  be used fo r  th e  purpose they 
had in  m ind,' one speaker dec lared .^^

In a l a t e r  meeting held with the  County Commissioner, requested  

by th e  Negro C itiz e n s ' Committee, Edd L. Hisel informed th e  delega

tio n  th a t  th e  e n t i r e  proposed $900,000 was fo r  a school buiVding on ly . 

The land would be provided o th erw ise , and the  blacks in  Oklahoma 

City would have th e  f in e s t  p la n t in  the  nation  when i t  was completed. 

The land needed to  com plete th e  school cost $100,000 as proposed by 

th e  Board o f Education. Under th e  bond issu e  c a l le d ,  th e  e n t i r e  sum 

o f  th e  $900,000 was f o r  co n s tru c tio n  only . In a d d itio n , th e  p ro je c t 

would inc lude  55 ac re s  o f  lan d , the  f a i r  grandstand fo r  a stadium , 

and th e  4-H and FFA b u ild in g s  would be a v a ila b le . The to t a l  value 

o f  th e  p ro je c t  would be f a r  in  excess o f  th e  $1,250,000, f i r s t

^^Oklahoma C ity  Times, 3 November 1951.

40 lb id .
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req u ested . Black c i t i z e n s ,  were not c e r ta in  what p o s itio n  to  ta k e .

F. D. s ta te d  during th e  meeting with th e  commissioners th a t :  "Some 

o f  our people are  ta lk in g  about voting a g a in s t th e  whole th in g . I 

d o n 't  know what w ill  happen.

At a l a t e r  meeting o f th e  Negro C itiz e n s ' Committee a t  S t. 

Jo h n 's  B a p tis t  Church, F. D. o ffered  an explanation o f  th e  commis

s io n e rs ' ac tion  and suggested th a t  th e  Negro C itiz e n s ' Committee 

support th e  bond is su e  reasoning th a t  "$300,000 was a v a ila b le  then 

from th e  annual one m ill levy and about $100,000 more would be a v a i l 

ab le  from th e  same source before the  school could be b u i l t .  He ad

m itte d , however, th a t  the te c h n ic a lity  was th a t  the  money had been 

earmarked f o r  a new elem entary school. The f a c t  remained th a t  the  

$100,000 needed fo r  purchase o f  the s i t e  would have to  be provided 

from o th e r  so u rc e s .*2

Many black c i t iz e n s  s t i l l  declared  the  proposed $900,000 bond 

issu e  as in s u f f ic ie n t  to  bu ild  the contemplated te c h n ica l-v o ca tio n  

high school. In f a c t ,  during the meeting upon a motion by Reverend 

W. J .  Harvey, a committee was named to  seek lega l advice on the  ad

v i s a b i l i t y  o f  asking an in junction  fo rb idd ing  any a c tio n  on th e  bond

i s su e .43

41 Ib id .

42pklahoma City Times, 7 November 1951.

43paily  Oklahoman, 10 November 1951.
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Almost a l l  rep re se n ta tiv e s  o f  32 o rgan iza tions p re se n t during th e

Negro C itiz e n s ' Committee meeting spoke during the sessio n  and th e

general a t t i tu d e  seemed to  be e i th e r :  (1) Negroes should support

th e  $900,000 and t r y  to  ge t th e  add itio n a l money from o th e r  sou rces ,

(2) They should support th e  $900,000 and make i t  very c le a r  th ey

were not compromising and th a t  e f fo r ts  would be made immediately to

g et Negro ch ild ren  adm itted to  white schools. Dunjee and Jimmy

S tew art, se c re ta ry  o f th e  National A ssociation fo r  th e  Advancement

o f Colored People, in s is te d  they would not be bound by such promise

and in d ica te d  they  expected to  proceed with p lacing  black s tu d en ts

in  w hite schools no m atter whether th e  fu l l  bond is su e  was provided 

4 4
o r n o t.

Before any action  was taken by the N.A.A.C.P., th e  Negro C it

iz e n s ' Committee voted to  support th e  e n t ire  $7,427,000 Oklahoma 

County bond is s u e ,  inc lud ing  th e  $900,000 proposed fo r  th e  new black 

high schoo l. The group dropped a l l  considera tion  o f p o ssib le  le g a l 

a c tio n  to  hold up th e  vote a f t e r  a rep o rt o f  a specia l committee was 

named to  study th e  bond is su e  p roposal. According to  F. D ., th e  

ac tio n  came a f t e r  th e  Negro C it iz e n s ' Committee was assu red  th a t  

none o f  th e  bond, money o r  any money in possession o f th e  s e p a ra te  school, 

would be used f o r  purchase o f  the fairground s i t e . 45

^^Oklahoma C ity Times, 7 November 1951.

^^Oklahoma C ity Times, 15 November 1951; Daily Oklahoman, 16 
November 1951.
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The f a c t  was th a t  th e  w hite Chamber o f  Commerce gave th e  Negro 

C it iz e n s ' Conmittee th i s  assurance in  w ritin g . The L e tte r  o f Assur

ance was signed by S tanely  D raper, D irector Manager o f  the Cham

b er o f Commerce, who assured  th e  black c i t i z e n s  th a t  th e  $100,000 

fo r  the  purchase o f ad d itio n a l land to com plete the  black high 

school would be forthcom ing "w ithin a reasonab le time a f te r  th e  

fav o rab le  vote o f  our people on th e  forthcoming bond e le c t io n ." 46 

Reverend Jackson c i te d  th e  to ta l  plan as p o s it iv e .

I t  has secured on th e  bond issue $900,000. According to  Mr.
Hisel and th e  county commissioners and Mr. Phil Daughtery, 
only th e  road is su e  was intended. No amount was intended to  
be a llo c a te d  to  Negroes. Because o f ou r a le r tn e s s  and th e  
work and in te r e s t  o f  th is  committee we have $900,000 fo r  a new 
sch o o l.

Because o f  th e  a le r tn e s s  o f  th is  committee we have a commit
ment o f  $100,000 more, and the  Board o f  Education has made 
a v a ila b le  a l l  funds a llo c a te d  to u s  a t  our d is p o s a l .*7

Phil Daughtery, head o f th e  Urban Road Bond Committee, in  an 

e f f o r t  to  coord ina te  and u n ite  a l l  fo rces f o r  the  to ta l  bond e le c 

t io n ,  suggested A. D. Mathues, p residen t of th e  Negro Chamber o f 

Commerce; George R. Ragland, insurance ex ec u tiv e ; and A ttorney J .

J .  Bruce, to  form ulate th e  general committee. The Negro C itizens Action 

Committee recommended th a t  Reverend Jackson be added to  the com

m itte e . In com pleting th e  plans fo r  the black community the  Negro 

C it iz e n s ' Committee e le c te d  F. D. as bond d i r e c to r ;  Cernoria

*^Black D ispatch , 17 November 1951.

4 7 lb id .
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Johnson and George Ragland were e lec ted  as co-chairman on th e

S peaker's  Bureau; and a committee o f  f i f te e n  persons was e lec te d

as an execu tive  committee to  keep ab rea st o f  a l l  developments.^®

The i n i t i a l  meeting fo r  th e  ea s ts id e  c i t iz e n s  o f  Oklahoma C ity

to  exp la in  th e  issu es  involved in  the  Oklahoma County school bond

e le c tio n  was held  a t  Douglass High School. F. D. along with o th e r

re p re se n ta tiv e s  working fo r  th e  passage o f th e  bond is s u e  fo r  th e

new school and th e  urban road addressed th e i r  a tte n tio n  during the

m eeting to  th e  follow ing questions and answers:

Are th e re  enough s tu d en ts  a t  Douglass High School to  ju s t i f y  
the  b u ild in g  o f  a new high school?

Yes, Douglass High School now has a capacity  fo r  950 s tu d en ts . 
The enrollm ent as o f Monday, November 26, was 1,483 o r  533 
stu d en ts  beyond th e  capac ity  o f the b u ild ing . Now i t  i s  ob
vious th a t  an adequate educational program cannot be c a rr ie d  
on under such overcrowded co nd itions . This overcrowding 
means th a t  c la sse s  a re  being conducted in  p laces not a t  a l l  
equipped fo r  a p a r t ic u la r  type o f in s tru c tio n .

Are th e re  o th e r  evidences fo r  th e  need to  b u ild  a new high 
school?

Yes. Very young c h ild re n , twelve and th ir te e n  y ea rs  o f age, 
a re  compelled to  a s so c ia te  with ch ild ren  seven teen , eighteen 
and n ine teen  years  o f  age when they are  to g e th e r in  one school. 
The so c ia l age o f ch ild ren  a t  th e  e a r l i e r  ages w ill  be d i f f e r 
e n t from th a t  o f tho se  who are o ld e r. T herefore , i t  would be 
a b e t te r  program to  have th e  ju n io r  high school sep a ra te  from 
th e  se n io r  high schoo l.

Is th e re  some o th e r p ra c tic a l method o f  financ ing  the  b u ild 
ing of th e  new high school o th e r than by a bond issu e?

No. The one m ill bu ild ing  levy amounts to  about $150,000 per

4 8 lb id .
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y ear. T herefore, i f  we depend upon th e  one m ill levy to  bu ild  
th e  new high schoo l, i t  w ill take a t  l e a s t  ten  y e a rs . In the 
meantime there  are over 500 s tu d en ts  beyond the  cap ac ity  o f 
th e  bu ild ing  en ro lle d  in  Douglass High School, and th i s  en
ro llm ent is  co n s tan tly  in c re a s in g .49

When th e  ta b u la tio n s  were made in th e  County E lection  Board 

o ff ic e s  a f te r  the December 11 e le c t io n ,  th e  re s u lts  showed th a t  the 

v o te rs  approved the  $900,000 fo r  th e  new sep a ra te  school fou r to  one. 

For the  urban road bond th e  vote showed 18,575 fo r  and 7,767 a g a in s t. 

The sep a ra te  high school bond c a r r ie d  21,386 fo r  and 4,767 a g a in s t.

While the e le c tio n  seemed peaceful i t  was noted by one re 

p o r te r  th a t :

Nothing marred the day bu t an unsigned handbill s c a tte re d  the 
l a s t  two days o f  the  campaign asking c i t iz e n s  to  vote fo r  the 
high school bonds bu t to  d e fe a t th e  road bond is s u e . While 
these  handb ills  were sc a tte re d  mostly in  the  ru ra l s e c tio n s , 
i t  was in the h in te rlan d s  th e  bonds picked up th e i r  g re a te s t  
s tre n g th s . The attem pt to  p i t  the r u r a l i t i e s  a g a in s t Oklahoma 
C ity  f a i le d .

On the morning a f te r  the bond e le c tio n  F. D. s ta te d :

All o f us a t  Douglass High School, s t a f f  members and s tu d e n ts , 
app rec ia te  very much the support rece ived  by th e  e n t i r e  com
munity in securing th e  passage o f the  bond issu e  fo r  our 
school. While our f i r s t  req u es t o f  $1,500,000 was more in  
l in e  with our needs, we a re  very much fa r th e r  along th e  way 
as a re s u l t  o f our securing  th e  $900,000. We wish we were 
ab le  to  express our ap p rec ia tio n  to  each ind iv idual person
a l ly ,  but th a t  i s  im possib le; th e re fo re ,  we must take  th i s  
method of expressing our g r a t i tu d e . -51

Black D ispatch. 15 December 1951

Ib id .

Ib id .
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In an in terv iew  w ith S h irley  Ruth W illiam s, a Douglass s tu d en t 

F. D. advised:

Nothing worthwhile j u s t  happens. Somebody goes ou t and makes 
th ings happen. Since th i s  i s  t r u e ,  we a re  always indebted to  
some persons when worthwhile achievem ents take p la ce . The 
C itizen Action Committee, the Education Committee o f the  Negro 
Chamber o f  Commerce, the  c i ty  m in is te r s ,  the s t a f f  and s tu d en ts  
o f  Douglass High School, each and a l l  played s t e l l a r  ro le s  in  
th e  drama which has been enacted here during th e  l a s t  s ix  weeks. 
And then to o , th e re  is  the  press rep resen ted  by th e  Black Dis
p a tch , the Oklahoma City A d v e rtise r , the Daily Oklahoman, and 
perhaps o th e r newspapers. Each of th e se  has a r o le .  Most o f 
a l l  in th i s  achievement are  th e  f in e  p a re n ts , th e  fr ien d s  and 
th e  voters of a l l  Oklahoma C ity and County.

As p rinc ipa l o f  Douglass High School, I wish to  convey iqy 
deepest ap p rec ia tio n  to  each and a l l  who helped to  make p o ss i
b le  another p rogressive  s tep  in  th e  education o f Negro youth 
in  Oklahoma C ity . God b less  each one o f you. And now as the  
Y uletide season rap id ly  approaches, may the tru e  s p i r i t  o f 
Christmas permeate your h earts  and may God's r ic h e s  benedic
tio n s  abide with you always. 52

^^Blâçk D ispatch, 15 December 1951.



CHAPTER X

DOUGLASS HIGH SCHOOL IN OKLAHOMA CITY 

1951-1952

The Aftermath o f  the  $900,000 Bond Issue 

Immediately fo llow ing the  passage o f the $900,000 bond issu e  

by Oklahoma County fo r  a new black high school in  Oklahoma C ity , 

the County Commissioners s e t  December 31, 1951, fo r  bids on p r in t 

ing o f  the bonds. January 15, 1952, was th e  time s e t  fo r  b id s on 

th e  sa le  o f th e  bonds. This ac tio n  was to  make p o ssib le  th e  assu r

ance o f  cash on th e  bonds by e a r ly  1952.^

C. G. Baker, manager o f  the  Oklahoma S ta te  F a ir ,  rushed the 

completion plans fo r  the  new s ta t e  f a i r  s i t e  with engineers and 

a r c h i te c ts .  Completion o f  th e  p lans however depended upon th e  re 

moval o f  r a i l ro a d  tra c k s  from th e  new f a i r  s i t e  a t  Northwest Tenth 

and May. With th e  ra il ro a d  tra c k s  moved th e  S ta te  F a ir  could move 

from N ortheast 10th and Eastern to  i t s  new lo ca tio n  and th e  new 

black high school could be b u i l t .  Thus i t  seemed th e  passage o f

the  1951 bond is su e  p u lled  th e  plug on v i r tu a l ly  th e  e n t i r e  con- 
2

s tru c tio n  program.

^Oklahoma C ity Times, 12 December 1951.

^ Ib id .
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Land t r a n s f e r s  and sa le s  involving the  te n ta t iv e  agreement 

between the  school board and the  S ta te  Park agencies in  February 

1951, perm itted  constru c tio n  o f  th e  new b lack  high school along
3

E aste rn , bu t provided "legal headaches", req u irin g  conferences 

between the c i ty  co u n c il, school board and f a i r  o f f ic ia ls  and re -
4

s u i t in g  in  a "community land swap."

The Community Land Swap 

The "community land swap" would provide an ad d itio n a l 22-1/2 

acreage to  th e  26.65 acreage a lready  purchased in  1948, as th e  re 

s u l t  o f  the  $700,000 bond issu e  in  1945. In the  community land 

swap, the school board was to  s e l l  to  the c i ty ,  a t  th e  o r ig in a l 

c o s t o f $200,000, th e  e n t ire  160 acres loca ted  a t  Northwest Tenth 

and May. The land was o r ig in a lly  purchased by the  school board as 

a s i t e  fo r  a w hite m ajo rity  v o ca tio n a l-tech n ica l high schoo l. These 

acreages had been purchased under th e  adm in istra tion  o f  H. B.

Bruner as su p erin ten d en t o f th e  Oklahoma C ity p u b lic  schools bu t 

th e  plan was l a t e r  abandoned during the superin tendency o f  Fred
5

H osier "as being im practica l and too expensive."

While th e  c i ty  council had agreed to  th e  tra n sa c tio n  in  1951, 

and th e  F a ir  and school boards seemed w illin g  to  e n te r  in to  th e

3%bid.

* Ib id .

^Daily Oklahoman, 20 December 1951.
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"community land swap", th e  accumulated le g is la t iv e  ac ts  o f  th e  s ta te  

regarding finances o f w hite m a jo rity  and black sep a ra te  schools 

pointed to  a l l  im p lica tio n s  th a t  money derived from the  sa le  o f th e  

white school s i t e  a t  Northwest Tenth and May could no t go in to  th e  

black sep ara te  sc h o o l's  budget. In a d d itio n , during the  conferences 

between the school board , c i ty ,  and f a i r  o f f i c i a l s ,  no e f f o r ts  were 

e s tab lish ed  to  honor th e  promise made by the  w hite Chamber o f  Com

merce to  help secure finances fo r  ad d itio n a l land w ithout c o s t to  

th e  separate  schoo l. Thus, during th e  conferences, a req u es t was 

made to  the  school board to  pay $94,000 fo r  a d d itio n a l land fo r  th e  

new black high schoo l.^

The C ontroversial Promise

Between December 11, 1951, and December 21, 1951, problems

encountered by th e  Board o f  Education in  securing  $94,000 fo r  purchase o f

ad d itio n a l land to  complete the new black high school mounted. The

problems were in tertw ined  with th e  in te rp re ta t io n  o f a promise made

by the w hite Chamber o f  Commerce and th e  County Commissioners and

proposed in  w ritin g  to  th e  Negro C it iz e n s ' Committee by S tanley

D raper, d ir e c to r  manager o f  th e  Chamber of Commerce. The d ire c to r

manager o f th e  w hite Chamber o f  Commerce s ta te d :

We hereby pledge to  you t h a t ,  w ith in  a reasonab le tim e a f te r  
th e  favo rab le  vote o f  our people on the forthcom ing bond

'Ib id .
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e le c tio n ,  we w ill be re sp o n sib le  fo r  seeing  to  i t  th a t  land is  
provided on a loca tion  w ith in  the  p resen t fa irg ro u n d s , fo r  th e  
Negro high sch o o l, w ithout drawing on th e  $900,000 provided 
fo r  in  th e  bond e le c t io n , o r  any o th e r funds th a t  are necessary  
to  th e  constru c tio n  of th e  high school b u ild in g .

We are  not prepared a t t h i s  time to  suggest th e  means by which 
th e  land may be made a v a ila b le  fo r  th i s  purpose, but w ill  work 
with the  school board and o the r elem ents involved in  seeing  
to  i t  th a t  th e  land is  made a v a ila b le  a t  th e  lo c a tio n  w ith in  
the  fa irg rounds to  be decided upon m utually between th e  e l e 
ments in v o lv ed .'

F. D. wrote to  E. K. G aylord, e d i to r  o f  th e  Daily Oklahoman,

concerning th e  problems confron ting  th e  b lack c i t iz e n s  and th e

school board in  which he revea led :

The Negro c i t iz e n s  requested  a bond issu e  in  th e  sum o f  One 
M illio n , Five Hundred Thousand D ollars ($1,500,000). The Board 
of Education approved th a t  amount as  being necessary , bu t in  
an e f f o r t  to  cooperate w ith  the  o th e r agencies c a l l in g  fo r  bond 
money, reduced th e  former req u es t to  One M illion  Two Hundred 
F if ty  Thousand D ollars ($1 ,250 ,000). In s p i te  o f th e  support 
of your f in e  papers , th e  County Commissioners reduced th i s  
amount to  Nine Hundred Thousand D ollars ($900,000). On th e  
day th a t  the County Commissioners made $900,000 as t h e i r  f in a l  
d ec is io n . Hr. Edd H ise l, in  the presence o f Mr. C harles L itto n , 
another County Commissioner, Mr. John Pierson and Dr. J .  Ches
t e r  Swanson, rep resen tin g  th e  Board o f Education, and about a 
dozen Negro c i t iz e n s  s ta te d  th a t  they  were going to  s e t  th e  
bond c a ll a t  $900,000 b u t th e re  would be no co s t to  th e  sep a r
a te  schools fo r  th e  s i t e .  He s ta te d  th a t  they d id  n o t know 
ju s t  how they would do i t  bu t th a t  i t  would be done.

Before our c i t iz e n s  made a f in a l decision  to  support th e  bond 
is s u e , th i s  promise on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  County Commissioners 
was taken in to  co n s id e ra tio n . In a d d itio n , s in ce  Mr. S tan ley  
Draper was p lay ing  such an im portan t ro le  in  the whole m a tte r , 
a committee o f  our C itizen  Action Committee was appointed to  
ge t a statem ent from Mr. Draper r e la t iv e  to  th i s  m a tte r  o f  no t 
charging the  sep ara te  school w ith th e  cost o f a s i t e .  The

^F. D. Moon Personal P apers. Also Daily Oklahoman. 21 Decem
b er 1951; Black D ispatch, 22 December 195T1



229

committee met w ith Mr. Draper and secured a sta tem ent from him, 
a copy o f  which is  here enclosed . A fte r rece iv ing  these a ssu r
ances, our C itizen  Action Committee voted to  support the bond, 
and how well th a t  was done is  now h is to ry .

I t  has re c e n tly  developed th a t  in  s p i te  o f  th e se  promises 
which a re  very fresh  in  our memory, th a t  the  Board o f  Education 
is  going to  be asked to  pay $94,000 in  o rd er to  secure th e  s i t e .  
I b e liev e  i t  w ill be easy fo r  you to  understand what the keen 
disappointm ent and lo s s  o f  f a i th  in  th e  le ad e rsh ip  o f  our com
munity w ill be should th e  breach o f  promise be c a rr ie d  through.

You may be in te re s te d  in  knowing th a t  p relim inary  estim ates 
as determ ined by Dr. N. L. George, Business Manger, Board o f  
Education, show th a t  th e  co st o f  our new bu ild ing  w ill be ap
proxim ately $1,466,000, not in c lud ing  equipment. As you know, 
the $900,000 voted in  th e  bond is su e  and o th e r monies accumu
la te d  under the one m ill levy f a l l  considerab ly  sh o rt of being 
enough to  do the  job . B esides, i t  is  going to  be necessary 
fo r  us to  fin d  money to  e re c t a new elem entary school in the  
Edwards a d d itio n . Since a l l  o f  t h i s  i s  t r u e ,  you can see th a t  
we can i l l  a ffo rd  to  lo se  an a d d itio n a l $94,000 fo r  a s i t e .

We sh a ll app rec ia te  anything th a t  you can do in  th e  premises 
to  p reven t such a th in g  happening i n  our community.8

I t  was obvious th a t  in  o rder to  pay th e  $94,000 f o r  the addi

tio n a l land w ithout dipping in to  the  b u ild in g  funds, th e  school 

board would have to  take the  finances from th e  c a p ita l ou tlay  account 

o f  th e  opera ting  budget, o rd in a r i ly  used as a cushion from which 

o th e r  sep ara te  school accounts were supplem ented as necessary . In

e f f e c t ,  however, "any money taken from th e  o pera ting  budget would be
q

needed fo r  th e  bu ild ing  p ro p er."  In a d d i t io n ,  money from the ma

j o r i t y  school s i t e  a t  Northwest 10th and May could not go in to  the

®F. D. Moon to  E. K. Gaylord, 1951, F. D. Moon Papers, 
Oklahoma C ity , Oklahoma,

^Daily Oklahoman, 21 December 1951.
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sep ara te  school budget so the  problem o f $94,000 remained with the  

school board

In th e  m a tte r o f th e  accumulated problem, S tanley Draper

pointed ou t he had "no leg a l a u th o rity  . . . i t  w ill work out and

th e  Negroes w ill not be unhappy about i t  . . .  . The question  o f

where th e  s i t e  money w ill be obtained i s  a m a tte r  of bookkeeping

w ith in  th e  school system and th e  school board should be able to

work i t  ou t."^^

Edd H ise l, in  the  meantime, s ta te d  he "had only assured the

Negroes th a t  none o f  the $900,000 would be spen t fo r lan d . I

thought th e  c i ty ,  county and school would work every th ing  out by

swapping land . . . . I d o n 't  th ink  I went so f a r  as to  say th a t

12
no money fo r  land would come out o f any school fu nds."

One newspaper account emphasized: "Bad Faith  Looms Already

in  Bond Issue  Prom ise."

This inform ation r e la t iv e  to  the  c a ll upon the Oklahoma C ity 
Board o f  Education fo r  th e  add itio n a l $94,000 i s  confirmed 
by th e  d a ily  press . . . . This proposed ac tio n  marks one o f  
the  most f la g ra n t  breaking o f  promises to  Negroes ever per
p e tra te d  in  th e  h is to ry  o f  th i s  c i ty .  I t  w ill be reca lled  
th a t  Negroes asked fo r  a bond issu e  of $1,500,000 to  e re c t 
th e i r  new high school. The coiranissioner f in a l ly  and re lu c 
ta n t ly  c a lle d  the e le c tio n  fo r  $900,000.

Now w ith th e  Negro high school bond is su e  being inadequate

1°lbid.

Î Ibid.
I^lbid.
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by $600,000 to  complete the new high school; w ith the  words o f  
the  Coiranissioner s t i l l  ringing in  th e i r  e a rs ;  w ith the ink on 
Mr. D raper's  s ig n a tu re  hardly d ry , carry ing  h is  promise o f  no 
ad d itio n a l co s t fo r  th e  new high schoo l, the Negro c i t iz e n s  
are l i t t l e  prepared to  accept th is  ru th le s s  b e trayal o f  con
f id e n c e . '3

In f a c t ,  F. D. along w ith the Negro Action Coiranittee won a 

delay  in  th e  f in a l  ac tio n  on the  "community land swap". This was 

done in  a meeting held between the Community Action Committee and 

members rep resen tin g  the  school board. The black lead e rs  argued 

they  wished a delay on th e  land deal "u n til we see i f  someone c a n 't  

produce th a t  $94,000 which was promised u s , so we'd have the  s i t e  

f r e e . "14

While the  black lead e rs  won th e  delay  in  the $94,000 tr a n s 

a c tio n s  surrounding the  land purchase, they were made aware o f  

severa l e x is t in g  problems: (1) The e n tire  $900,000 bond issu e  money 

could be spen t fo r  no purpose except th e  school b u ild in g ; (2) The 

$310,000 in  the  separa te  sch o o l's  "bu ild ing  funds" produced by a one 

m ill levy each year would not be touched; (3) There were "surp lus 

funds" a v a ila b le  which could be used fo r  th e  add itio n a l $94,000 

w ithout handicapping the sep ara te  school program too m a te r ia lly ;

(4) There s t i l l  ex isted  th e  question o f  whether the  C ity Park Board 

would own the  ad jacen t land to  the high school s i t e  fo r  use as a 

black park and community c e n te r  or w hether th e  separa te  school fund

I ^Black D ispatch, 22 December 1951.

I^ ib id .
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would be tapped f o r  $94,000 so th a t  th e  Board o f  Education could 

have 40 acre s  fo r  th e  black sch o o l; (5) Under th e  o rig in a l plan 

th e  c i ty  was to  ob ta in  p a r t o f  th e  Wheatley school p roperty  from 

th e  black sch o o ls , bu t i t  was d iscovered th a t  w hile th e  separa te  

schools had used th e  property  f o r  y e a rs ,  i t  belonged to  th e  ma

j o r i t y  schools. This posed a com plicated s i tu a tio n  between the 

c i ty ,  w hite m a jo rity  sch o o ls , and se p a ra te  sch o o ls . I t  was made 

even more d i f f i c u l t  by th e  s t a t e  law which p ro h ib ited  t r a n s f e r  o f  

m ajo rity  school funds to  black o r  sep a ra te  school funds, o r  black 

sep ara te  school funds to  white m a jo rity  school funds; (6) John 

Prigmore, school board a u d ito r , suggested one a l te rn a t iv e  to  th e  

black lead e rs  in  h is  s ta tem en t, "You only need about f iv e  acres fo r

th e  school -  -  Why d o n 't  you j u s t  deed back to  th e  board some o f  th e
15

land and save th e  $94,000?" This suggestion  was met w ith immed

ia te  objection.^®

The m u l t ip l ic i ty  o f the  s i tu a t io n s  drew a response in  the 

Black D ispatch.

One could by no s tr e tc h  o f  th e  im agination be m istaken regard
ing th e  promise made by Mr. D raper, and most assu red ly  assume 
he consu lted  w ith o the r re sp o n s ib le  agencies o f government 
before he made th a t  prom ise, otherw ise he would, as the  sec re 
ta ry  o f th e  Chamber of Commerce, be in te l l e c tu a l ly  d ish o n est. 
The assumption i s  th a t  Draper was au tho rized  by o th e rs  o f f i 
c i a l ly  re sp o n s ib le  as re p re s e n ta tiv e s  o f  th e  taxpayers to  make

^^Oklahoma C ity  Times. 21 December 1951. 

^®Ibid.
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the . . . s ta tem en t, and y e t l a s t  week we are advised th i s  
promise cannot be c a rr ie d  o u t.

Of course th e re  has been a deal o f p u ttin g  heads to g e th e r 
s in ce  exposure was made regarding re p u d ia tio n , and th e re  has 
been forthcom ing ad d itio n a l prom ises. But nothing can do 
away with the f a c t  th a t  someone in Oklahoma C ity  has already  
spoken in  bad f a i t h ,  and i s  o f  the opinion i t  w ill  be a l l  
r ig h t  to  take th e  Negro population fo r  à r id e .

We d id  not have too many with us when sometime ago we de
murred to  th e  fo o tb a ll th a t  had been made o f th e  separa te  
funds voted to  b u ild  a new high schoo l, but th e  e n t ire  amount 
was d is s ip a te d  w ithou t the  constru c tio n  o f  a s in g le  room . .
. th e  l a t e s t  sta tem en t th a t  a l l  o f th e  $900,000 must be used 
fo r  co n stru c tio n  purposes w ill not hold w ater fo r  the reason 
th a t  th e  f i r s t  money ra ised  under a s im ila r  bond issu e  was spent 
fo r  lan d , and i f  th a t  a c t  was i l le g a l  the  tim e has come to  
ca rry  someone to  co u rt. Of course , i f  i t  was leg a l to  spend 
the f i r s t  bond money fo r  land , i t  i s  equally  le g a l to  spend 
any o r  a l l  o f th e  c u rre n t $900,000 fo r  lan d . No one need go 
to  s leep  on the theory  th a t  no portion  o f  the l a t e s t  $900,000 
we have secured fo r  bu ild ing  purposes cannot be spen t fo r  
lan d . . .

For many moons we have assumed the o ld  Douglass High School, 
l a t e r  named Wheatley School, a t  the co rner o f  Walnut and Reno, 
was separa te  school p roperty . We do know the  separa te  
schools had another s i t e  a t  a po in t e a s t  o f t h i s  property  on 
C a lifo rn ia  some fo r ty  years  ago. When th e  school burned down 
Negro s tu d en ts  were l a t e r  tra n s fe rre d  to  the  p la n t a t  Walnut 
and Reno. The no tion  o f  the  Black D ispatch i s  th a t  th i s  prop
e r ty  should be checked, and a lso  some determ ination  be made 
of what happened to the  old separa te  school s i t e  f a r th e r  down 
the s t r e e t .  . . .No b e t te r  ta sk  fo r  th e  C itizen  Action Commit
te e  than to  employ a good land lav/yer to  in q u ire  in to  what 
happened to  th e  old Douglass School s i t e ,  and to  determine 
whether a t  any tim e the  t i t l e  to  the p roperty  a t  Walnut and 
Reno was ever vested  in  the sep a ra te  school system  . . . .

I t  i s  indeed un fo rtu n a te  th a t  com uni t i e s  considered as back
ward in  the trea tm en t o f  Negroes, such as S hreveport, L ouisi
ana, w ill forge ahead of.Oklahoma C ity in  th e  m a tte r o f b u ild 
ing schools fo r  b lacks.

^^Black D ispatch , 29 December 1951.
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In th e  meantime the Oklahoma C ity C ouncil, who had nothing to

do with i n i t i a t in g  any p a rt o f  th e  "community land swap", bu t had

cooperated in  various trades and land purchases involved in  1948,

18
discovered they had been "pushed in to  th e  ro le  o f a r b i te r "  in 

th e  black high school and park development d isp u te . T h is , o f  course, 

was the s tep  taken by rep re sen ta tiv e s  o f  th e  C ity Park Board, S tate 

F a ir  A ssocia tion , School Board, County Commissioners, w hite Chamber 

of Commerce and th e  C it iz e n 's  Action Committee follow ing a long se rie s  

of conferences and meetings seeking r e l i e f  fo r  th e  com plicated 

tra n sa c tio n  developing f a s t  under th e  d e s ire  o f  both th e  Oklahoma 

C ity 's  School Board and the  C it iz e n 's  Action Committee to  fro n t th e  new 

black high school on E astern . This could only be done through th e  

ex tension  o f  the  land already purchased by th e  School Board and 

would co st the  School Board $94,000. The C it iz e n 's  Action Committee 

had already  objected  to  the use o f  a irp lus sep a ra te  school funds fo r  

th e  purchase o f  th e  ad d itio n a l s i t e  and during th e  s e r ie s  o f  meet

ings between the agencies involved had used th e  w hite Chamber of

Commerce's l e t t e r  o f promise fo r  funds to  purchase th e  land as a

19
means o f  b o ls te r in g  th e i r  p o s itio n .

On December 28 , 1951, the Board o f D irec to rs  o f  th e  S tate 

F a ir  A ssociation asked the  C ity Council to  take  under considera tion

^^Oklahoma C ity  Times. 28 December 1951. 

^* Ib id .
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an e n t ir e ly  new approach fo r  a compromise se ttlem en t of th e  contro

versy. The proposal as p resen ted  to  the C ity Council c a r r ie d  th e  

follow ing components: (1) The School Board would re ta in  about 8 

acres o f  the  26.65 acres o f  th e  o ld  fa irg round  land i t  now ho ld s , 

but trad e  the  o th e r 19 acres to  th e  c i ty  fo r  an add itional 30 acres 

fro n tin g  on E astern . (2) The d iffe re n c e  in  appraised values of

the  t r a c t s  would be accounted fo r  by the value o f bu ild ings located

20
on the re sp ec tiv e  t r a c t s .

According to  Baker, the  proposal Involved e s s e n tia lly  the r e 

quest made by the  C it iz e n 's  Action Committee. I t  had met w ith th e

favor o f  th e  School Board members and seemed to  be the  only compro-

21
mise th a t  could be accep tab le .

In f a c t ,  the  proposal as p resented  by the  S ta te  F a ir Associa

tio n  to  the  C ity Council would provide the e x is t in g  grandstand in  

the  old fa irg round  s i t e ,  the  FFA b u ild in g , and the Fairground 's 

main en trance s tru c tu re .  The c i ty  could then salvage th e  value o f  

the  s te e l liv e s to c k  p a v ilio n , th re e  o th e r new liv e s to ck  s tru c tu re s ,  

th e  grandstand roo f s t r u c tu re ,  and a l l  the o th e r  bu ild ings e x is t in g  

on the e x h ib it s id e  o f the  proposed community park s i t e  located  

along E astern . With th e  hearing  o f  th e  p roposa l, ad d itio n a l time 

was ordered by th e  C ity Council in  o rd er th a t  a thorough study o f

2 ° lb id .

Z ^Ibid.
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th e  s i tu a t io n  could be made because "com plications o f  th e  e n t i r e
2?

tra n sa c tio n  were so ta n g le d ."

In May 1952, th e  C ity  Council o f f ic i a l ly  accepted th e  f in a l  

deed and leg a l com plications were removed. This sanctioned  th e  

development o f  th e  new s ta t e  fairgrounds lo ca ted  a t  Northwest Tenth 

and May, th e  new b lack  high school and Coranunity Center a t  th e  Old 

F a ir  Park , both o f  which would be located  a t  N ortheast Tenth and 

E astern .

The deeds had been worked on by the Oklahoma City School 

Board and S ta te  F a ir  o f f i c i a l s  with the follow ing a c tio n s  taken:

(1) The c i ty  bought 160 acres southwest o f th e  corner o f  Northwest 

Tenth and May. This land was fo r the  use o f  th e  S ta te  F a ir  and was 

purchased from th e  School Board. O rig in a lly , i t  had been acquired  

by the school board fo r  a proposed m ajority  vocational high schoo l, 

now dropped. (2) The School Board deeded some p o rtio n s  o f  i t s  

land and acquired  o th e r  acreage in  the old F a ir  Park t r a c t ,  which 

made i t s  to ta l  amount o f land holding approxim ately 40 ac re s  along 

th e  northw est co rn er f ro n tin g  on Eastern and N ortheast T enth , f o r  

th e  new black high sch o o l. The s i t e  fo r  th e  new black high school 

would be lo ca ted  along E as te rn , in s tead  o f back w ith in  th e  park 

area  as f i r s t  proposed. The school board acquired  th e  en tran ce

Z ^ibid .

^^Oklahoma C ity  Times. 13 May 1952.
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b u ild in g s , and th e  grandstand, w ith th e  p rov isions th a t th e  roo f 

would be moved to  e lim in a te  th a t  expense to  the school board . In

cluded a lso  was th e  FFA build ing  which was used, except during th e  

f a i r ,  as a vocational tra in in g  departm ent fo r b la ck s . (3) The 

c i ty  kept 120 acres o f th e  old fa irg ro u n d s including  the 4-H club 

bu ild in g  fo r  development as a b lack  Community C en te r.. I t  a lso

obta ined  th e  newly constructed  stone d a iry  barn on the s i t e  to  be

24
u t i l iz e d  as a shop fo r  c i ty  park equipm ent.

The cash tra n sa c tio n  involved in  th e  f in a l d isp o s itio n  was a

payment o f $212,907.93 from th e  S ta te  F a ir  bond money fo r  th e  s i t e

a t  Northwest Tenth and May. This was made necessary by th e  f a c t

th e  separa te  school laws prevented t r a n s f e r  of sep ara te  school

p roperty  to  w hite sch o o ls , or v ic e -v e rs a . The S ta te  F a ir was

given perm ission to  use th e  o ld  lo c a tio n  u n ti l  i t  could be moved

25
to  i t s  new lo c a tio n .

S elling  o f  th e  Bonds 

While th e  "community land swap" had taken weeks o f  n ego tia 

tio n  by involved agen c ies , the County Commissioners continued in  

t h e i r  e f f o r t s  to  secure  bond money by th e  ea rly  1952 d ead lin e .

The c o n tra c t fo r  p r in tin g  the county highway and separa te  school

2 * Ib id .

Z^Ibid.
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bonds was l e t  by the Commissioners to  th e  Southwestern S ta tio n e ry  

and Bank Supply, Incorporated . This was done a t  a c o s t o f  

$1,677.50 p lus $30 f o r  ad d itio n a l in te r e s t  ra te  fo r  prin ting .^®

Though some problems a ro se  surrounding th e  approval o f  the  

s a le  of th e  highway bonds to  th e  Southwestern V oluntary C red it 

R es tra in t Board o f  D a lla s , a board s e t  up by investm ent bankers, 

th e re  was approval f o r  immediate s a le  o f  the $900,000 bonds fo r  

th e  new black high schoo l. Approval was given, however, a f te r  in 

ten siv e  question ing  o f  county re p re sen ta tiv e s  as to  what th e  money 

was to  be spen t fo r .  More p o in te d ly , questions were posed concern

ing  the constru c tio n  o f  th e  stadium  and o ther f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  the  

new black high schoo l. Thus, in  the  l i g h t  o f th e  problems o f  th e  

County Commissioners w ith the  o r ig in a l s a le  of $7,427,000 bonds 

fo r  the road and sep ara te  high schoo l, the  bids were l a t e r  read

v e rtise d  fo r  $5,900,000 o f  which $900,000 was designated  f o r  the

27
separa te  high school.

The bonds were so ld  in f u l l  to  a firm  headed by Halsey S tu a r t 

and Company o f  New York and rep resen ted  in Oklahoma C ity  by C.

Edgar Honnold and M errill Lynch, P ie rc e , Fenner and Beane, w ith a 

top  bidding in te r e s t  r a te  of 1 .915. A fte r  a 30 days p ro tec tio n  

period exp irin g  March 5, 1952, th e  bonds were d e liv e red  to  th e

^̂ Oklahoma City Times. 31 December 1951.

27
Oklahoma City Times. 1 ,  11 January , 1 February 1952; Daily

Oklahoman, 6 January 1952.
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purchaser and the  money was turned over to  the  Oklahoma C ity  School

28
Board o f  Education to  e re c t  the  new black high sch o o l.

In th e  meantime, th e  c i ty  school d i s t r i c t  sought th e  passage 

o f  a 4 m illio n  d o lla r  bond is su e  fo r  w hite m ajo rity  sch o o ls . This 

bond issu e  provided fo r  new secondary classroom a d d itio n s  fo r  John 

Marshall and new ad d itio n s  fo r  B ritto n  and T aft Ju n io r  High schools. 

In a d d itio n , i t  provided fo r  converting T aft Ju n io r High school 

in to  a sen io r high school in  a n tic ip a tio n  o f a T a f t ,  C lassen b u ild 

ing swap. To aid  th i s  e f f o r t  and d is p ite  the f a c t  th a t  a l l  prob

lems involving the bu ild ing  o f the  new black high school were not 

s e t t l e d ,  F. D. urged th e  cooperation o f  black v o te rs  in  approval 

o f  the  bond issu e  through h is  communication w ith b lack m in is te rs  

o f  the  c i ty .

During th e  Fall you w ill re c a ll th a t  we had a tremendous 
f ig h t  to  get th e  County Commissioners to  inc lude in  the  bond 
issu e  an appropria tion  to  build  a much needed new high 
school fo r  Negroes in Oklahoma C ity . You w ill r e c a l l  th a t  
we conducted a very strenuous campaign to  promote th e  passage 
o f our bond is su e . Although under g rea t p ressu re  from those 
who were opposed to  u s , th e  Board o f Education o f  Oklahoma 
C ity and the  Superintendent stood by us in  our f i g h t .  They 
appeared before th e  County Commissioners; they  presen ted  our 
cause to  a l l  o f  th e  white schools o f Oklahoma C ity  and in  
every way p o ss ib le , worked fo r  th e  passage o f  our bond is s u e .

I t  i s  now time fo r  us to  help them. Next Tuesday, March 25, 
we a re  ca lled  upon to  jo in  with them in the  e f f o r t  to  secure 
the passage o f a Four M illion D ollar Bond Issue  necessary  to  
re lie v e  th e i r  overcrowded schools and to  tak e  care  o f  the  
ch ild ren  who have not y e t en tered  our schools bu t who are  on 
th e i r  way. I th in k  th a t  you know th e  s to ry  so w ell th a t  we

p o
Oklahoma City Times, 17 January , 1 February 1952.
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need n o t go on to  say how much we need and must help each 
o th e r.

I am su re  th a t  you w ill be w illin g  to  jo in  us in  urging your 
members to  vote 'Y es' on th e  measures necessary  to  opera te  
good schools fo r  white c h ild re n . We must not say , 'W ell, we 
have ours so we w ill s i t  down.' We hope you w ill urge your 
members and f r ie n d s  to  go to  th e  p o lls  and vote 'YES' on the 
bond is su e  and o th e r measures and thus help in  educating  a l l  
our y o u th .29

Request f o r  Delay 

During th e  summer of 1952, two a sse rte d  ac tio n s  occurred 

which apparen tly  caused the S ta te  F a ir  Board concern. F i r s t ,  with 

$900,000 bond money av a ilab le  plus some $350,000 in  b u ild in g  levy 

monies fo r  th e  sep ara te  school, a rc h i te c ts  had speeded up bu ild ing  

p lans fo r th e  new black high school. Second, approval o f  th e  blue 

p r in t  plans f o r  the S ta te  F a ir had been p ro te s ted  fo r  th e  42nd 

tim e, and Baker was no t sure the  f a i r  park t r a n s f e r  to  Northwest 

Tenth and May could be made by th e  1954 deadline.^®

In a l e t t e r  to  J .  Chester Swanson, Superintendent o f 

Oklahoma C ity  Public Schools, th e  S ta te  F a ir  Board requested  th e  

school board to  delay constru c tio n  o f  the new black high schoo l. 

The l e t t e r  pointed  out th a t  th e  " f a i r  could no t operate  a t  the  

p re sen t s i t e  w ithout a g rea t lo ss  o f revenue i f  th e  school was

29
F. D. Moon, . Oklahoma C ity , Oklahoma to  Black P a s to rs , 

1952, Oklahoma C ity , Oklahoma.
cn

Oklahoma City Times, 19 August 1952; Daily Oklahoman, 3
September 1952.
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completed by 1953 f a i r  tim e."^^ The problem had a r is e n  p a r t ic u la r ly  

due to  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  S ta te  F a ir had been given perm ission to  re 

main on th e  old fairg round  s i t e  u n til  t h e i r  new s i t e  was completed. 

The fairg round  board suggested in  th e i r  l e t t e r  to  th e  Board

o f Education th a t  "the black high school studen ts be housed tempor-

33
a r i l y  in  th e  e x is tin g  f a i r  park b u ild in g s ."  Emphasis had been 

placed on the  f a c t  th a t  the lo s s  o f tra c k  and concession space would 

c o s t th e  f a i r  about $150,000 in  revenue th e  next y ea r .^ *

According to  Swanson th e  request fo r  delay on completing 

th e  co n struc tion  o f  the  new black high school "would co s t th e  

schools some $100,000 to  put F a ir  Park bu ild in g s  in  shape f o r  tem

porary  use . I t  i s  a m atter o f who lo ses  money. . . . P ersonally  

I'm  p re jud iced .

In t r u th ,  p r io r  to  the "community land swap," th e  Oklahoma 

C ity  School Board owned o th e r acreage a t  the F a ir  Park s i t e  fo r  

fo u r y e a rs . By 1949, th e  Douglass Ju n io r-S en io r High School voca

tio n a l c la sse s  were moved in to  th e  4-H and FFA b u ild ings on the  

F a ir  Park s i t e .  Under an agreement w ith the F a ir Park Board th e  

vocational c la sse s  had continued to  vacate  th e  b u ild ings every y e a r .

D aily Oklahoma, 3 September 1952. 

S^lbid.

S ^ib id .

3* Ib id .

S ^ lb id .
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a month before f a i r  tim e. This was done in  o rder to  accommodate 

the  needs o f  the f a i r .  In 1952, the vocational c la sse s  had vacated 

th e  bu ild in g s  as in  previous y e a rs ,  and c la sse s  were being held in  

the  Douglass stadium , an elementary sch o o l, th e  newly completed

$500,000 YMCA, and were doubling up w ith o th e r c la sse s  a t  Douglass
36

u n ti l  th e  f a i r  was over.

In response to  th e  fairground board re q u e s t, F. D. s ta te d :

"We a re  c e r ta in ly  no t w illing  to  accept th e  F a ir  B oard 's p roposi

tio n  . . .  . We have been inconvenienced fo r  several y e a rs .  I 

th in k  they  could make some adjustm ent . . . .  I t  s e ts  our program 

back badly .

I ro n ic a lly ,  e a r l i e r  Tuesday, Moon and A. D. Mathues, p re s i-  
c en t o f  the Negro Chamber o f  Commerce, had appeared before 
th e  C ity Council a t  B aker's re q u e s t. They spoke to  counter
a c t  th e  p ro te s t o f  property owners ag a in s t p lacing  th e  pro
posed Northwest 10th and May fa irg ro u n d 's  en trance on North
w est 10th. Not y e t informed o f  th e  F a ir Board 's a c tio n  .
. . th e  Negroes asked approval o f th e se  p lans in  o rd e r to  
rush construc tion  a t the  new f a i r  lo c a t io n .38

The req u est to  delay constru c tio n  o f  the  new high school drew

response from several o rgan izations. For examples, the  Negro Action

Committee, in  view o f  the  fa c t  th a t  b lacks had w aited over e ig h t

years  f o r  th e  new high school, agreed to  "oppose as  a group any

e f f o r t  to  delay construction o f  any p a r t  o f  th e  new Negro high

S ^ lb id .

37%bid.

^®Ibid.
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3Q
schoo l."  The Oklahoma C ity Building and Trades Council f i l e d  a

formal response w ith th e  School Board, s ta t in g :

Organized la b o r o f  Oklahoma City does no t approve o f any pro
gram th a t  denies the  r ig h t o f  an education to  any person in
o rder th a t  a m inority  group may s a t i s f y  th e i r  d esire  fo r  
money . . . .  We feel the F a ir  Board has exaggerated the  loss 
of money they would incur i f  th is  Negro high school i s  b u il t  
a t  th e  p resen t tim e.

We a re  o f  the  opinion th a t  the education o f  th e  Negro youth 
o f Oklahoma C ity  is  by f a r  more im portant than any one amount 
of money the  F a ir  Board o r anyone e lse  could gain by having 
a la rg e  number o f  concession stands a t  th e  f a i r  . . .40

On September 8 , 1952, a re so lu tio n  was w ritte n  by Avery Meth

o d is t  Episcopal Church members, O ffic ia l Board and Robert H. Alex

ander, p a s to r , s ta t in g :

WHEREAS the c i t iz e n s  o f Oklahoma C ity f lo a te d  a bond to  e re c t 
a new high school fo r  Negroes to  be lo ca ted  in  what i s  now 
known as the  Fairground, embracing Fourth S tre e t on th e  
sou th . Eastern Avenue on th e  west and Tenth S tre e t  on the 
n o rth , and

WHEREAS the  program o f the now Douglass Jun io r-S en io r High 
School i s  unable to  function  in  keeping with the b es t s ta n 
dards, due to  th e  tremendously overcrowded co n d itio n s , and

WHEREAS the  enro llm ent a t  Douglass Jun io r-S en io r High School 
continues to  in c re ase  making th is  overcrowded condition more 
acu te .

THEREFORE, th a t  Avery Chapel A.M.E. Church jo in s  a l l  c iv ic  
o rgan iza tions o f  the community in  a  p ro te s t  a g a in s t th e  
Fair Board in  th e  idea of d e fe rr in g  th e  e rec tio n  o f  th e  new 
high school ano ther y ear.

Be i t  fu th e r  reso lved  th a t  a copy o f  th i s  re so lu tio n  be sen t

^^Dailv Oklahoman. 15 September 1952. 

^ °Ib id .
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to  the  local p ress and to  the  F a ir  Board r e g is te r in g  our 
p ro te s t.^ *

An e d i to r ia l  appeared in the Black Dispatch e n t i t l e d ,  "THE 

HIGH SCHOOL MESS" found the e d i to r  rehashing th e  o r ig in a l purchase 

o f land  fo r  th e  new high school and "community land swap," and 

commenting:

T echn ically , we believe  the  law was v io la ted  in  th i s  in s tan ce  
. . .  we paid with our $350,000 th e  h ighest p r ic e  ever paid 
fo r  26 acres o f  undeveloped land . . .  . While we do not ge t 
exc ited  when we f in d  the f a i r  d ire c to rs  p e r s is t in g  in  doing 
what they have been doing fo r  severa l years when they  ask 
postponement o f th e  new high school . . .  we do g e t ex c ited  
. . .  why anyone vrauld fee l a f ra id  to  tu rn  th e  Oklahoma C ity 
school s i tu a tio n  over to  the  NAACP. . .42

In th e  meantime, th e  Oklahoma C ity  Branch o f  th e  NAACP Redress

Committee was ordered by the Negro C i t iz e n s ' Committee to  study th e

proposed delay  in  construction  o f th e  new black high school and

to  determ ine i f  lega l ac tions should be taken in  th e  m a tte r . The

NAACP decided one course o f action  was to  en ro ll b lack  s tu d en ts  in

w hite s c h o o l s . I n  response to  th i s  dec ision  the  Black Dispatch

e d i to r ia l  declared the  s i tu a tio n  "IN THE RIGHT HANDS NOW." The

e d i to r  expressed th a t :  "When i t  comes to  the  question  o f  leg a l

ac tio n  respec ting  race r ig h ts ,  c i t iz e n s  have no r ig h t  to  have such

m atte rs  resolved by mushroom o rgan iza tio n s  such as a C it iz e n 's  Action

Black D ispatch, 13 September 1952.

^^ Ib id .

^ ^Black D ispatch, 27 September 1952. See D aily  Oklahoman, 
15 September 1952.
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Committee.

The NAACP's decision  to  en ro ll black s tu d en ts  in  white sch o o ls , 

met w ith d i f f ic u l ty  in  find ing  a "guinea p ig ."^ ^  T herefore , th e  

NAACP's e f fo r ts  to  make i t s  own way in  th e  avenues o f  th e  school 

and S ta te  F air s itu a tio n  drew i t s  own l in e s  o f  uncertain ty .^®

In the meantime. Baker appeared before th e  Oklahoma City 

Council charging the Oklahoma City School Board with being unco

o p era tiv e . In th i s  p u rsu it he emphasized:

A g rea t deal o f planning has gone in to  proposed fairg rounds 
a t  Northwest Tenth and May, but 'th e  g re a t Negro rec rea tio n  
and education cen te r in  the  o ld  F a ir  Park has not had th i s  
s o r t  o f planning. The Park Board and th e  f a i r  have worked 
to g e th er very c lo se ly , but th e  school board has refused  to  
coordinate i t s  Negro school s i t e  p lanning with e i th e r  the 
f a i r  o r th e  Park Board, o r any o th e r agency charged with 
o rderly  development of Oklahoma C ity .

. . .  The Negro school plan as now drawn, p laces an a u d ito r
ium w ith in  80 f t .  o f a grandstand . . . danger to  the public  
could r e s u l t  from t r a f f i c  jam s, o r fo o tb a ll h y s te r ia ,  fo r  
in s ta n c e . . . .The f a i r  must use th e  p resen t s i t e  u n ti l  the  
new grounds are  ready'.^7

In taking action  on the charges brought by Baker, the  Oklahoma 

City Council requested  th e  Oklahoma C ity School B oard 's construction  

plans fo r  the new black high school to  be stu d ied  by th e  Park Board, 

Planning Commissioners, F ire Department, and Engineering Department.

44
Black D ispatch. 27 September 1952. 

^®Black D ispatch. 4 October 1952.

4®Ibid.

^^Oklahoma C ity Times, 23 September 1952.
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The School Board complied im m ediately, but was met w ith a f in a l  re 

quest by Baker th a t  th e  Commissioner's a c tio n  be w ithheld u n ti l

a f te r  th e  cu rren t f a i r  when th e  F a ir  Board could help study the

. 48
plans.

Later in  a parley  with th e  F a ir  Board, F. D. s tre sse d  the

e f f e c t  a delay in  co n struc tion  o f th e  new black  high school would

have on the e x is tin g  s i tu a tio n  a t  Douglass. He placed emphasis on

the  d i f f i c u l ty  o f adm in istering  approxim ately 1,700 s tuden ts  through

the  "zero hour c la s s e s ,"  po in ting  o u t:

This i s  a hardship when you consider th e  f a c t  th a t  Douglass 
i s  the only high school fo r  Negroes in  the  c i ty .  . . .They 
come here from the  four corners o f th e  c i ty .  We c a n 't  sep
a ra te  studen ts  in to  r e s id e n t ia l  a re a s , so they have to  make 
th e  c la sses  i f  they are  assigned  to  them.

I t  is  im possible to  m aintain o rder between c la s s e s .  We 
would lik e  to  keep p u p ils  two to  four a b re a s t ,  but w ith f iv e  
minutes between sessions and w ith c la sse s  s c a tte re d , we j u s t  
have to  l e t  them out and every man i s  fo r  h i m s e l f . 49

Further evidence o f a la rg e  enrollm ent a t  Douglass Junior-Sen

io r  High School was noted from the  f i r s t  enrollm ent period o f  th e  

1952-53 school y e a r when:

School opening day brought 373 seventh graders pouring in to  
Douglass from a l l  p a rts  o f th e  c i ty ,  coming from elementary 
schools: Bannaker, Page, Dunbar, Orchard Park, Wheatly, 
Edwards, and Carver. This formed the  la rg e s t  7 th  grade 
c la ss  in  th e  h is to ry  of th e  school. The c la ss  i s  so la rg e  
th a t  the  7 th  grade stu d en ts  have been divided in to  ten

*Glbid.
AO

Oklahoma C ity Times, 30 September 1952.
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se c tio n s ,  an unprecedented number of d iv is io n s  w ith in  a c la s s .  
Each c la s s  sec tio n  was placed under th e  guidance o f  spec ia l 
homeroom te a c h e rs . 317 en ro lled  in th e  8 th  g rade, 315 a re  
en ro lled  in  th e  9th g rade, th e  sophomore c la ss  lead ing  in  the  
high school enro llm ent w ith 268 s tu d en ts , the  11th grade o r  
ju n io r  c la s s  i s  second in  enrollment w ith  198 s tu d e n ts . 151 
s tu d en ts  a re  sen io rs  and s la te d  fo r graduation  in May.50

But F. D. c a lle d  a t te n tio n  to  the  fac t th a t  equipment fo r  th e  

only vocational program fo r  b lacks in  the c i ty  was housed in  th e  FAA 

b u ild in g  lo ca ted  a t  th e  o ld  fairg round  s i t e ,  some 14 blocks away 

from th e  main b u ild in g . T a ilo rin g  and d ra ftin g  c la sse s  were i n s t i 

tu te d  in  the  improvised classroom s a t  the YMCA b u ild in g . He admon

ish ed : "When we have to  use o th e r  peoples' b u ild in g s , we obviously 

cannot move in  th e  type o f  heavy equipment we need to  teach  pro

p e rly . There a re  some c la sse s  where we ju s t  go through th e  motions 

of te ach in g . In a d d itio n , a l l  equipment in the FFA b u ild in g  has to  

be moved out a t  school expense every year so  th a t  th e  f a i r  can use 

the b u ild in g . Pup ils  lo se  f iv e  weeks o f  schoo l.

During th e  p a r le y , th e  fa irg round  manager requested  the  

Board o f  Education "to  drop th e  bu ild ing  of an auditorium  fo r  th e

school and use e i th e r  th e  F a ir B oard 's 4-H o r  L iberal A rts bu ild ing
5?

fo r  th a t  purpose." Baker d ec la red , "We want to  be f a i r  to  th e  

school s i tu a t io n  . . .  we are  w ill in g  to l e t  you use our FFA and

^^Black D ispatch , 27 September 1952.

Oklahoma C ity  Times, 30 September 1952.

S^Ibid.
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4-H b u ild in g s , which you have been doing , even though you d o n 't  own

53
them and have no leg a l r ig h t  to  them." Attempting to  deal with 

B aker's re q u e s t, F. D. re p lie d ; "His o f fe r  was very generous . . . 

considering  th a t  both those bu ild ings were on our p ro p erty  u n ti l  we 

sw itched s i t e s  l a s t  May. We spent $58,000 pu tting  a hea tin g  p lan t 

and p a r t i t io n s  in  the  FFA bu ild ing  so we could use i t .  . . .We use 

th e  auditorium  f o r  in s tru c tio n a l purposes d a i ly ,  and th e  use o f 

your b u ild in g s would add two to  f iv e  blocks more to  our a lready  

s c a tte re d  system.

While F. D. had obviously based h is  argument a g a in s t the  f a i r  

m anager's suggestion on the expenses and fu r th e r  d isp e rs io n  o f the 

Douglass s tu d e n ts , fu r th e r  assessm ent o f  th e  s i tu a t io n  revealed  th a t  

since  1945 Douglass had encountered a 42 percen t inc reased  e n ro ll

ment. In f a c t ,  w ith in  the f i r s t  few weeks of the  school y ea r o f 

1952, 163 pupils who were no t en ro lled  in  th e  sep a ra te  Ju n io r Senior 

high school in  Oklahoma City the previous y ear had e n ro lle d  a t  Doug

la s s .  Of those studen ts  e n ro lle d , 52 were from Oklahoma County, 65 

from o th e r  areas o f  the s t a t e ,  and 46 were from o u ts id e  the  s ta t e .

In noting the in c rease  in en ro llm en t, F. D. s ta te d : "Of new s tu 

dents e n ro lled  t h i s  y ear, 35 went to  th e  78 c la ss  and 39 to  th e  98 

c la s s .  This in c re ase  alone i s  enough fo r  two new c la s se s  . . . .

S^Ibid . 

S*Ibid.
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I t ' s  a p a r t o f  th e  general trend o f  m igration to  the  c i ty ,  and the  

crop o f  war babies in 1940 h a s n 't  even caught up with us y e t ." ^ ^  

The lack o f alignm ent between th e  Park Board, th e  Oklahoma 

City School Board, and the concerns o f F. D. involving th e  e x i s t 

ing s i tu a tio n s  o f  Douglass High School was obvious during th e  p a r

ley . The s tru g g le s  to  s o lid ify  th e  agencies and not to  tu rn  back 

on the movement of bu ild ing  the  new Douglass p la n t were p o ss ib ly  

re f le c te d  in  th e  attem pt o f  John C. Pearson, school board p r e s i 

d en t, to  assure F. D. and the  black d e legation  th a t  "no stop  o rd er 

had been put on anything. I t  would g e t the  F a ir  Board out o f th e i r  

predicam ent, i f  our funds w ouldn 't perm it th e  bu ild ing  o f th e  gym 

fo r  another y ea r.

Dr. Swanson's observation emphasized:

Our f in a n c ia l arrangement might solve th e  F a ir  Board 's 
tro u b les  . . .  we plan to  b u ild  as many bu ild ings as we 
have money fo r .  We w on't know u n til th e  b ids are in  whether 
we may have to  drop the gym o r  no t . . .  .

I sympathize with th e i r  problem but we need th a t  school.

S ^lb id .

Douglass High School's enrollm ent in 1952, exceeded th e  en
ro llm ent o f 1951 by a la rg e  number. 163 new stu d en ts  en tered  Doug
la ss  in  September 1952, coming no t only from o th e r  towns in Oklahoma 
County but a lso  from o th e r  counties w ith in  th e  s ta t e  and from o th e r  
s ta te s .  Coming from o th e r s ta te s  were s tuden ts  l i s t e d  as fo llow s: 
one each from Colorado and Nebraska; two each from Alabama, A rizon ia , 
L ouisiana, I l l i n o i s ,  Michigan and M issouri; th re e  from Kansas; fo u r 
from Arkansas; f iv e  from M iss iss ip p i; e ig h t from C a lifo rn ia ; tw elve 
from Texas. See Black D ispatch, 27 September 1952.

Ŝ Ibid.
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They w ill j u s t  have to  make some plans to  re d is t r ib u te  th e i r  
concessions and operations on the grounds th a t  a re  l e f t  when 
the school s t a r t s  going up.S '

In October 1952, F. D. along w ith  members of the Negro Cham

ber o f  Commerce, th e  Urban League Board o f D ire c to rs , and the  In te r 

denominational M in is te ria l A lliance met in  a c losed  session  w ith the 

Oklahoma City Board o f  Education to  plead fo r  immediate s t a r t  on 

construction  o f  th e  new black high schoo l. At the  onset o f th e  meet

ing the  school board p re s id en t John C. Pearson reassu red  the rep re 

se n ta tiv e s  th a t  b ids would be taken in  the immediate fu tu re  fo r  the  

construction  o f  th e  new black high schoo l. F u rth e r , he declared 

th a t  not then nor had i t  ever been th e  in te n tio n  o f the  school
C O

board to  delay the  bu ild ing  o f  the school.

F. D. again enumerated the problems e x is t in g  with th e  separ

a te  high school o f  the  c i ty ,  d escrib in g  the  enrollm ent in c rease  a t  

Douglass High School o f  over 40 p ercen t s in ce  th e  f i r s t  bonds were 

voted in  1945, and how a t  the time o f  th e  m eeting 1,700 were crowded 

in to  a school b u i l t  fo r  900 s tu d e n ts . He s ta t e d ,  "You can see what 

th is  does to  the  emotional and mental h ea lth  o f the  c h ild  and the  

teach er to  say nothing of the physical crowding. I th in k  our people 

have been very p a t ie n t .  To ask fu r th e r  delay  would be ou t o f

^^Oklahoma C ity Times. 24 September 1952.

^^Black D ispatch . 4 October 1952.
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reason."®^

By November 1952, b ids were taken fo r  th e  co n struc tion  o f  th e  

new separa te  high school. L ippert B rothers C onstruction Company 

received  the  co n tra c t to  co n s tru c t th e  main bu ild ings fo r  the campus- 

type high school, as well as remodeling o f th e  old f a i r  grandstand. 

The proposed gymnasium, w ith an estim ated  co st o f $391,311 was s t r i c 

ken from the  co n tra c t because o f in s u f f ic ie n t  funds. Lee Sorey, 

a r c h i te c t  who drew th e  plans fo r  th e  new black high sch o o l, estim ated 

the  bids to  be $200,000 below h is  o r ig in a l estim ation  fo r  the b u ild 

in g s . In a d d itio n , J .  C hester Swanson advised th a t  th e  co n tra c t 

would leave no money a v a ila b le  fo r  o th e r  black school construc tion  

in  Oklahoma C ity before 1953. In f a c t ,  a l l  a n tic ip a te d  income up 

to  th a t  date had been s e t  as id e  fo r  th e  new black high schoo l, w ith 

no money s e t  aside  fo r  fu rn ish in g  and equipping the  new buildings.®®

On January 2 , 1953, th e  C itizen  Action Committee w ith  F. D.

Moon as chairman o f th e  program com mittee, se n t in v i ta t io n s  to  var

ious c i ty  heads and o rgan iza tions  in v i t in g  them to  the  ground break

ing ceremonies fo r  th e  new high schoo l. On January 7 , 1953, a t  

2:30 P.M., as the  Douglass High School band played a swing arrange

ment o f "Dry Bones," over 2,000 persons w itnessed the  launching o f 

th e  co n struc tion  fo r  the  new Douglass High School. The ground

®*Ibid.

®®Oklahoma C ity  Times. 25 November 1952.
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breaking ceremonies a t  th e  old fairg round  s ite  were a history-m aking 

occasion fo r  the  separa te  school system o f Oklahoma C ity . Blacks 

had w aited a long tim e fo r  the  co n stru c tio n  on the new b u ild in g .

F. D. s ta te d  e a r l i e r ,  "We have th re e  gold shovels and a t  l e a s t  15 

fo lk s  to  use them . . . .  I'm going to  move a l i t t l e  o f th a t  d i r t  

m yself.

P a r tic ip a n ts  in  the  ground breaking ceremonies inc luded : Dr. 

J .  L. Randolph, whose fa th e r  was the  f i r s t  black school p rin c ip a l 

o f  Oklahoma C ity ; James S tew art, southw est regional head o f th e  

NAACP; A. D. Mathues, p res id en t o f the  Negro Chamber o f Commerce; 

Mayor Allen S tr e e t ;  F. D. Moon, p rin c ip a l of Douglass High School 

and chairman o f th e  com nittee on management (YMCA); John C. Pear

son , r e t i r in g  p res id en t o f th e  Oklahoma City Board o f  Education;

C. B. McCray, Oklahoma C ity School Board P resid en t; R. Lewis Bar

to n ; Jim Lookabough; Mrs. L. D. Melton; J .  Chester Swanson, 

superin tenden t o f  Oklahoma C ity p u b lic  schools; Maude Brockway, 

p res id en t o f the C ity Federation o f  Colored Women; I ra  D. H a ll; Rev

erend E. W. Perry  and S. Kell am S h ie ld s , chairman of th e  Board of 

County Coiranissioners. The f i r s t  shovel o f d i r t  was tu rned  by Mayor 

S tr e e t ;  C. B. McCray, Oklahoma C ity Board p residen t; C ernoria 

Johnson, s e c re ta ry  o f the  C itizen  Action Committee fo r  S eparate

W. K. Jackson and F. D. Moon to  P residents o f  C ity and Civic 
O rgan iza tions, 1953, F. D. Moon Personal Papers. Also Black Dis
p a tch , 10 January 1953; Daily Oklahoman. 6 January 1953.
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Schools; and F. D. Moon.®^

Reverend W. K. Jackson, p re s id e n t o f the  Negror C itiz e n s ' Action 

Committee, was p rin c ip a l speaker fo r  th e  occasion . He d ec la red ,

"This is  an hour o f d es tin y  . . . .  We a re  beginning to  e r e c t  an 

in s t i tu t io n  which w ill shape th e  l iv e s  o f  our c i t iz e n ry . The bu ild 

ings which w ill compose the  modern high school p la n t w ill be a land

mark and memorial to  each one who has taken p a r t  in  th is  po rtio n  o f 

th e  p ro ject."® ^

Earl Scarborough, p res id en t o f  th e  Douglass High School sen io r 

c la s s  represented the stu d en t body. In thanking those  who helped 

push th e  p ro jec t through to  re a l i ty ,  w hile summing up the occasion 

he s ta te d  in  p a r t; "Mow i t  is  no longer a dream, we sh a ll no t be

tra y  your t r u s t .

F. D. a lso  held a t r u s t  which had su sta in ed  him to th i s  time 

o f h is  l i f e .  He declared  a few months l a t e r :

Acceptance o f C h ris t a t  14 was an experience , not a mere fo r
m ality . Out in  th e  country near Fall i s ,  Oklahoma, a t  th e  
time o f my conversion , one was expected to  make a re a l de
c is io n , to have a recognized experience such as Paul encoun
te red  on the road to  Damascus. Of course, the  experience 
might be le ss  dram atic and confounding. The search fo r  con
firm ation  o f my experience has e ffe c te d  my l i f e  g re a tly .
The experience came to  me on a c e r ta in  Friday in  th e  month 
o f August. I sought Divine confirm ation , to  make c e r ta in

go
Black D ispatch, 10 January 1953, Daily Oklahoman, 8 January

1953.

^^Black D ispatch, 10 January 1953.

G*Ibid.
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th a t  I had made no m istake. I was led  to  read the  S c rip tu re s  
fo r  an answer to  the anx ie ty  o f  th e  hour .

. . .  As a sequence to  my r e l ig io n ,  my philosophy o f  l i f e  
grows la rg e ly  out of th e  s c r ip tu re s .  For people who are  t r y 
ing to  climb to  be recognized, the way i s  p rescribed  in :  'He 
who would be g re a te s t among you, l e t  him be th e  s e rv a n t . '
Honor comes to  those who serve u n s e lf ish ly . As en rich ing  as 
they  a r e ,  no one needs to  peruse th e  'G reat Books' o f  the  ages 
fo r  an o u tlin e  o f a good l i f e .  Micah, the  s ix th  chap ter and 
th e  eighth  verse, gives the  p a tte rn  so p la in ly  and v iv id ly : 
'And what doth th e  Lord req u ire  of th e e , bu t to  do ju s t l y ,  and 
to  love mercy, and to  walk humbly w ith  they G o d . '65

^^Oklahoma Jou rn a l, 11 March 1953.



CHAPTER XI

DOUGLASS HIGH SCHOOL IN 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 1953-19.54

Curriculum, A c tiv itie s  and Concerns 

By th e  1953-54 school y e a r ,a s  th e  growing debate waged in  

America on the  q u a lity  o f  education , o r  more po in ted ly  e q u a lity  o f 

educational oppo rtun itie s  f o r  b lack s, black c i t iz e n s  o f Oklahoma 

City awaited th e  completion o f th e  new black high school. Despite 

the f a c t  th a t  educational f a c i l i t i e s  were taxed a t  Douglass, qual

i ty  education remained th e  d esired  aim o f F. D. and th e  Douglass 

s t a f f .  As i f  compounding th e  ph ilosoph ical view o f th e  e r a ,  b io l

ogy and re la te d  sciences were among th e  most popular courses o ffered  

in the curriculum  as was noted in  t h e i r  la b o ra to ry , sc ien c e , and 

f ie ld  t r i p  a c t iv i t i e s  since 1952. In a d d itio n , physical education 

grew in in te r e s t  and o b je c tiv e s . For example, Lola T. Alex

ander and Emma Freeman, c o -d ire c to rs  o f  th e  physical educa

tio n a l program fo r th e  g i r l s  a t Douglass, aimed th e i r  o b je c tiv e s  

towards clean l iv in g ,  good sportsm anship, se lf-ad ju s tm en t, fun and 

happy l i f e  experiences. Their in s tru c tio n a l a c t iv i t i e s  included 

emphasis placed on h e a l th ,  s a fe ty ,  f i r s t  a id ,  games and sp o rts .^

^"During the e a r ly  1950's arguments ra ised  by c r i t i c s  o f  the

255
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In f a c t ,  Douglass teachers  l ik e  most b lack educators in  Okla

homa were challenged by th e  standards o f  OANT to  d ir e c t  su b je c t 

m a tte r , as s e t  by s ta te  and lo ca l boards o f  education and so c ia l 

behavior demonstrated by black y o u th s , toward o p p o rtu n itie s  th a t

would aid  them in  achieving d e f in i te ,  r e a l iz a b le  goals in  "Educa-
2

tio n  fo r  C itizensh ip  in  a Democratic S o c ie ty .'

p u b lic  school program and the  counter-argum ents o f i t s  defenders 
reached a fev e r peak. Some of the  major f a u l t s  found were th a t  
American p u b lic  schools had d e te r io ra te d  in  q u a l i ty ,  as n o n - in te l
le c tu a l programs of l i f e  adjustm ent and progessivism  had weakened 
th e  in te l le c tu a l  d is c ip lin e s  o f m athem atics, sc ien c e , and fo re ign  
languages. Neglect o f  academ ically g if te d  s tu d en ts  i t  was f e l t  by 
some, had re su lte d  in  a g en e ra lly  mediocre le v e l o f educa tion .
A fter th e  Supreme C ourt's  seg regation  dec ision  in  Brown v . th e  Board 
o f Education o f Topeka in 1954, e q u a lity  o f  educational oppo rtun ity  
fo r  Negroes and o the r m inority  became a nationw ide concern. C ivil 
r ig h ts  lead ers  and o thers demanded an u rgen t reassessm ent o f schools 
and th e i r  educational programs." See Gerald Gutek in  An H is to ric a l 
In troduction  to  American Education, ed. James C. Stone (New York: 
Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1970), pp. 146-147. Also se a  fo r  exam
p le , Black D ispatch, 29 November 1952, 21 February 1953.

2
For example see F. V. W ilson, "Education fo r  C itizen sh ip  in  

a Democratic S ocie ty ,"  in  F. D. Moon, e d . , Program Journal o f  th e  
Oklahoma A ssociation o f  Negro T eachers, 1952, pp. 3-5 .

Upon the  black school revolved th e  r e s p o n s ib il i ty  f o r  educa- 
ing the  black youth o f Oklahoma in to  a genuine ap p rec ia tio n  o f  an 
i n te l l ig e n t  p reference fo r  those a c t iv i t i e s  which made f o r  a com- 
p lte  b e l ie f  and dynamic p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  the  p r iv i le g e s ,  d u t ie s ,  and 
r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  o f American c i t iz e n s h ip . F u rth e r , Oklahoma teach ers  
were challenged to  th is  as workable in any given s i tu a t io n ,  c u rr ic u 
l a r  o r e x tra -c u r r ic u la r ,  and each ind iv idual te ach e r was considered 
answerable fo r  helping each ind iv idual s tu d en t to  e x tra c t  from s i t u 
a tio n s  those v ir tu e s ,  experiences, and s tre n g th s  which would enable 
him to  make worthwhile c o n trib u tio n s  to  l i f e  and liv in g . • As a mat
t e r  o f f a c t  F. D. s ta te d  th a t :  "The Negro along w ith o th e r  m inority  
groups, must be prepared to  e n te r  th e  new e r a ."  I b id . ,  p . 3 . See 
F. D. Moon, "The Negro and Democracy." F. D. Moon, Personal Papers.
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In keeping w ith th is  challenge studen ts o f  th e  so c ia l sc ience  de

partm ent o f Douglass under th e  in s tru c tio n  o f  Mrs. S. M. H arris 

involved themselves w ith le a rn in g  by doing . For example, one such 

a c t iv i ty  involved th e  problem o f  how to  f i l l  income tax  forms.

Each studen t was given small sample copies o f  tax  forms from which 

he followed in s tru c tio n s .  They were ta u g h t th e  various advantages 

o f  using long and sh o r t forms. As fu tu re  v o te rs  s tu d en ts  p a r t i c i 

pated  in  a c t iv i t i e s  involving actual c o n tac t w ith c i ty  councilman. 

This a c t iv i ty  led  to  te le v ise d  in terv iew s between c i ty  councilman 

and Douglass s tu d en ts . Mrs. H arris  expressed a t th e  tim e, "We fee l 

th a t  th is  i s  very b en efic ia l in  developing our young men and women 

o f  tomorrow. This program is  designed to  g iv e  th e  boys and g i r l s  

a fe e l fo r  our government and i t s  fu n c tio n s ."

During the  month of O ctober, 1953, P. D. re leased  th e  f o l 

lowing news a r t i c l e :

Last week we pointed ou t th a t  our enro llm ent increased  to  the 
po in t th a t  we would have about 1,800 s tu d en ts  a t th e  end o f 
the  sem ester and th a t  th e  to ta l  s t a f f  n o t inc lud ing  custodians 
is  approaching 70. This week we want to  help the  community to

^Black D ispatch, 6 February 1954.

The kind of a c t iv i t i e s  a t  Douglass by 1953-54 seemed to  follow  
the  th ink ing  of John Dewey, who was a keen o b se rv e r, c r i t i c ,  and 
th e o r i s t  of American so c ie ty  and education . In f a c t  he exercized  
tremendous in fluence  on the development o f  tw en tie th -cen tu ry  American 
education . His 'complete a c t o f thought' was a re n d itio n  o f  an edu
ca tio n a l methodology which was used by some educato rs as th e  a c t iv i ty  
method o r th e  problem -solving approach to  le a rn in g . See Gerald 
Gutek, An H is to ric a l In troduction  to  American Education, ed. James C. 
Stone (New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Co., 1970), pp. 176, 191, 194.
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understand some o f  th e  changes th a t  a re  being made as  a re 
s u l t  o f our g re a tly  expanded program.

Did you know th a t  i t  i s  a problem to  preserve in d iv id u a lity  
in  such a la rg e  school? I t  is  d i f f i c u l t  to  keep every in d i
vidual a liv in g  p e rs o n a lity  d if f e re n t  from any o th e r person
a l i t y  ra th e r  than j u s t  being a l i f e l e s s  cog in  a machine. To 
aid  in the  o b je c tiv e  o f  perserv ing  in d iv id u a lity  we have 46 
d if f e r e n t  homerooms ranging in  enro llm ent frcmi about 25 to  a 
maximum o f about 45 o r 50 s tu d e n ts . Each homeroom has a 
teachers  whose job  in  a nu tsh e ll i s  to  be a counselor or a 
paren t fo r  each c h ild .

The homeroom teach ers  a id  ch ild ren  in  so lv ing  th e i r  personal 
problems, advising them as to  su b jec ts  they should ta k e , and 
in  d iscussing  fu tu re  c a re e rs . Do you re a l iz e  th a t  th e se  home
room teach ers  remain w ith th e  s tu d en ts  an average o f th ree  
school y ears?  How in tim a te ly  th e se  homeroom teach ers  ge t 
acquainted with t h e i r  ch ild ren  and f a l l  in  love w ith them may 
be seen from th is  tru e  i l l u s t r a t i o n .  From y ear to  y e a r  some 
changes must be made in  homeroom assignm ents, as p as to rs  in  
d if f e re n t  churches. At th e  beginning o f th i s  year we changed 
a homeroom teach er from a sen io r high school group to  a new 
7B se c tio n . Although th i s  te ach e r was mature in  y ea rs  she 
hated so much to  se p a ra te  from her group th a t  I found her c ry 
ing . Of course, we changed the assignm ent to  allow her to  
proceed with her 'd a r l in g s ' o f the  s e n io r  high schoo l. Her 
love fo r  these  p a r t ic u la r  ch ild ren  i l lu s t r a t e d  p re c ise ly  what 
we are  try in g  to  do to  provide a home l i f e  and paren ta l f e e l 
ing as between th e  homeroom teach er and the  homeroom p u p il.

Homeroom teachers  w ill accep t more f u l ly  th e i r  r e s p o n s ib il i ty  
i f  a l l  o f  our paren ts  would lea rn  th e  names o f  a l l  o f  our 
homeroom teachers  f o r  t h e i r  c h ild re n , and fee l f re e  to  c a ll 
upon them fo r  any help in  connection w ith th e i r  p a r t ic u la r  
c h ild re n . In s h o r t ,  to  each o f th e  s ix  grades 7 through 12, 
we have s ix  c la ss  a d v iso rs , one each fo r  the  s ix  g rades.
C lass adv isors have the  re s p o n s ib il i ty  o f assign ing  p u p ils  
to  the  various homeroom te a c h e rs , superv ising  the  a c t iv i t i e s  
o f  th e  homeroom te ach e rs  in  th e i r  p a r t ic u la r  grades and par
t i c ip a t in g  in  general counseling programs fo r  sp ec ia l grade 
le v e ls .

In adm inistering  th e  program of such a la rg e  and expanding 
system th e re  must be a d iv is io n  o f  la b o r. We fe e l th a t  our 
paren ts and community w ill  be helped by understanding th is  
d iv is io n  o f r e s p o n s ib i l i ty .  We begin w ith the  p r in c ip a l .  The
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p rin c ip a l has an o vera ll re s p o n s ib il i ty  fo r  adm in is tra tio n  w ith
in  h is p a r t ic u la r  school. I t  i s  obvious, o f course, th a t  no 
one person can perform th e  d e ta i ls  o f such a big job  success
fu lly .  Since th i s  i s  t r u e ,  th e  p rin c ip a l i s  g enera lly  expected 
to  assume the major r e s p o n s ib il i ty  fo r  superv ision  of in s tru c 
tio n ,  ex e rc is in g  lead ersh ip  and pub lic  r e la t io n s ,  giv ing gen
e ra l le ad e rsh ip  with re sp ec t to  th e  m u ltip le  a c t iv i t i e s  c a rr ie d  
on in th e  school.

Another im portant member o f  th e  ad m in is tra tio n  is  the  v ice 
p r in c ip a l . In our schoo l, th i s  person i s  Mr. W. F. J e l t z .  Mr. 
J e l tz  has th ree  a s s i s ta n t s ,  including  the attendance c le rk .
This i s  p rim arily  the  re s p o n s ib il i ty  o f dealing  with th e  prob
lem o f a ttendance , and d is c ip l in e .  Attendance involves seeing 
whether a s tu d en t is  in  school and i f  n o t, why. To h is  o f f ic e  
should be d irec ted  a l l  c a l ls  from paren ts concerning w hether a 
ch ild  was in school o r whether he was in school the  day befo re . 
The rep o rts  o f  parents when ch ild ren  are not in school should 
be d irec ted  to  h is  o f f ic e .

Did you know th a t  the work o f ch ild ren  i s  hampered many tim es 
when paren ts  th o u g h tle ss ly  request th a t  th e i r  ch ild ren  be 
excused from school to  pay a b i l l ,  o r to  go to  town to  buy 
something th a t  could j u s t  as well be bought a f te r  school? Do 
paren ts see such requests lead ing  to  absence o f th e i r  ch ild ren  
may be th e  cause o f th e  c h ild  passing or f a i l in g  a grade? I t  
would add g re a tly  to  the  success o f your ch ild  i f  you, the 
p a ren t, w ill arrange to  have ch ild ren  to  a tten d  to  business 
o f f  school time ra th e r  than on school tim e.^

I t  was during th i s  time due to  the  com plexities o f  th e  pro

gram a t  the Douglass Jun io r-S en io r High School, a new element was 

induced w ithin  th e  school. M argaret Dabney, ju n io r  c la ss  ad

v is o r  organized th e  paren ts o f  th e  ju n io r  c la ss  in to  a permanent 

o rg an iza tio n . This o rgan iza tio n  was th e  f i r s t  o f  i t s  kind in  th e  

sep ara te  school. The d ir e c t  purpose o f the o rgan iza tion  was to  

acquain t the paren ts  w ith th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f the  s tu d en ts  in  th e  

ju n io r  c la ss  which included homeroom ev en ts , various c o n te s ts .

^Black D ispatch , 24 O ctober 1953.
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parades fo r Jun io r Day a c t i v i t i e s ,  proms and many o th e r a c t iv i t i e s  

p a r tic ip a te d  in  by the c la ss  so th a t  paren ts could be given the  

opportunity  to  share the  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  o f  th e  s tu d e n ts ' c la ss

a c t iv i t ie s .^

900,000 D ollar Bond Issue 1953 

At the beginning of th e  school y ea r 1953-1954, the  new black 

high school f o r  Oklahoma C ity was nearing com pletion. I t  should 

be remembered th a t  the  constru c tio n  o f  the  b a s ic  $1,214,927 p la n t 

was contracted  fo r  w ithout a gymnasium, health  b u ild in g , swimming 

pool o r l ib ra ry  as opposed to  th e  o rig in a l p lans fo r  th e  school. 

A lso, the County Commissioners had not pared th e  Board o f  Educa

t i o n 's  bond request o f $1,250,000, nor the  o r ig in a l request o f  F.

D. and the  Negro C itize n s ' Action Committee fo r  $1,500,000 in  1951 

but ca lled  an e lec tio n  fo r  a $900,000 bond is su e  in s te ad . This 

reduction o f bond money posed the problem o f  completing th e  high 

school with re sp ec t to  the o r ig in a l co n stru c tio n  plans and was a 

source o f concern fo r  th e  Board o f  Education and the  Negro C i t i 

zens ' Action Committee. In f a c t  by 1953 the  school board contem

p la te d  the  options fo r  advancing fu r th e r  funds f o r  completion o f 

the  new black high school through fed e ra l a s s is ta n c e . But the  

add itio n a l f a c t  was th a t  the  S ta te  F a ir  fo r  1953 was held on the

®Ibid.
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old fa irg round  s i t e  h id ing th e  new m illio n  d o lla r  p la n t .  One e d i

to r  o f th e  c i ty  newspaper commented:

I t ' s  amazing, but w ith  a new one m illio n  d o lla r  Negro high 
school almost completed on th e  grounds the Oklahoma S ta te  
F a ir ,  1953, one w ill hard ly  n o tice  i t .  People coming to  th e  
f a i r  through main f ro n t  g a tes  w ill come squarely in to  th e  in 
completed auditorium  . . . .  Some o f  th e  new bu ild ings w ill  
be used. One bu ild ing  w ill be occupied by a huge fu rn itu re  
show, another w ill house th e  p o lice  e x h ib it . . . .  The b ig  
use w ill be fo r  th e  s ta te  a d m in is tra tiv e  fo rce , including  th e  
h o s p ita l ,  p o lice  s ta t io n  and various tax  c o lle c tin g  agencies 
which w ill be in th e  new b u ild in g  . . ?

In f a c t ,  th e  S ta te  F a ir  d id  no t culm inate i t s  46 years a c t i v i 

t i e s  a t  the  old fairg round  s i t e  and move to  i t s  new lo ca tio n  a t  N.

W. 10th and May, u n til  Saturday n ig h t October 3 , 1953. On th e  

follow ing Monday the workers re tu rn ed  to  th e  old s i t e ,  to  a id  in
o

the completion o f  the new black high schoo l.

In Ju ly  1953, F. D. rep o rted  th e  progress on th e  co nstruc tion  

o f th e  new black high school during a meeting of th e  Negro C i t i 

zens ' Action- Committee held a t  th e  S t. John B ap tis t Church. F. D. 

s ta te d :

L ippert B ro thers, th e  c o n tra c to rs  construc ting  th e  new Doug
la s s  High School, expected to  have th e  build ing  ready f o r  
c la sse s  by the  January sem ester, 1954. F a c i l i t ie s  might be 
function ing  ju s t  a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r  bu t fo r  the September 
s ta t e  f a i r ,  which would delay  th e  co n trac to rs  a t  le a s t  t h i r t y  
days. All o f the  fu rn ish in g s  fo r  th e  new p la n t have been

8,

D̂ aily Oklahoman, 6 October 1953.

^Oklahoma C ity Times, 22 September 1953.

Daily Oklahoman, 4 October 1953.
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con trac ted  f o r ,  but th e  $900,000 a llo c a tio n  some time ago fo r 
the s tru c tu re  has a lready  proven not to  be s u f f ic ie n t .  Some 
plans have to  be developed to  supply add itio n a l funds. The 
accrual from the  m ill levy fo r  th i s  y e a r  has a lready  been 
u t i l iz e d  and put in to  the  s tru c tu re .^

Reverend W. K. Jackson, p re s id e n t of th e  Negro C itiz e n s ' Action 

Committee, appointed a committee to  (1) pursue the question  o f  addi

tio n a l money fo r  th e  completion o f th e  new black high school w ith 

the  Board o f Education and (2) to  draw the a t te n tio n  o f  th e  school 

board to  overcrowded cond itions e x is t in g  a t  the  Dunbar Elementary 

School.

^Black D ispatch , 11 Ju ly  1953.

^°Ibid.

The Dunbar Elementary School fo r  black students in  Oklahoma 
C ity , loca ted  a t  1432 N ortheast 7th was d ra s t ic a l ly  overcrowded by 
1953 with more than 1,200 p u p ils . J .  T. McNeely, in  a meeting with 
the  Board o f Education, poin ted  out th a t  p re fab rica te d  s tru c tu re s  
placed th e re  to  re lie v e  th e  s i tu a tio n  had g re a tly  reduced th e  play
ground space. Children who attended  Dunbar came from as f a r  north 
as 18th S tr e e t  in  th e  v ic in i ty  o f Bath where only a m a jo rity  school 
was a v a ila b le  fo r  m ajo rity  s tu d e n ts . There was no d ir e c t  bus 
se rv ice  fo r  th e  Dunbar s tu d e n ts . Black studen ts who a ttended  Dun
bar had to  cross 7 th , 8th and 10th S tr e e ts ,  a l l  o f  which were heavy 
t r a f f i c  s t r e e t s .  In a d d itio n , the school records revealed  th a t  the 
Bath S chool's  enrollm ent had decreased from 369 in  1951 to  199 a t  
the c lo se  o f 1952-53 school y ea r . This was due to  members o f  the  
w hite m ajo rity  moving ou t o f th e  Bath School area as black fam ilie s  
moved in . On th e  s tre n g th  o f th e  evidence mentioned, the Negro 
C itiz e n s ' Action Committee requested  o f  th e  Board o f Education to  
convert Bath Elementary School a t  1324 North Kelham, in to  a black 
school. The problem a t  t h i s  po in t as po in ted  out by school super
in tenden t J .  C hester Swanson was th e  f a c t  t h a t ,  while the  population 
move pointed toward th e  eventual sw itch  of Bath from a m a jo rity  to  a 
separa te  sch o o l, such a changeover would req u ire  months o f  planning 
and probably a y e a r 's  advance n o tice  to  th e  community. Black Dis
patch , 11 Ju ly  1953; Daily Oklahoman. 16 Ju ly  1953.
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An account on th e  ac tio n s  o f th e  committee appointed by Rever

end Jackson revealed  a w ritten  request to  th e  Oklahoma C ity  Board o f  

Education on Ju ly  15, 1953. The req u est urged th e  board to  recom

mend to  the County Commissioners a $900,000 bond e le c tio n  to  complete 

th e  new high school and to  bu ild  one elem entary school fo r  b lacks.

I t  was noted th a t  when the  co n trac t was taken fo r  the  new high school 

board members voted to  support the Negro C itiz e n s ' Action Committee's 

d e s ire  fo r  ano ther bond is su e  to  complete th e  school as o r ig in a lly  

planned.^^

The proposal of a $900,000 bond is su e  by the  Negro C itiz e n s ' 

Action Committee to  the  board recommended $400,000 o f the  $900,000 

fo r  build ing  and equipping a gymnasium and health  b u ild in g ; $150,000 

fo r  a swimming pool; $100,000 fo r a l ib r a r y ,  and $250,000 fo r  an 

elem entary schoo l. In to ta l  the  committee declared  $1,150,000 

"immediately necessary" to  carry  on an adequate program f o r  th e  sep ar

a te  schools, adding th a t  a second elem entary school could be financed

12
from the bu ild ing  levy .

The main question hovering over a d e f in i te  decision  by th e  

Board o f Education a t  the time was the p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  fed e ra l a id  

o r a complete exp lo ra tion  o f pay-as-you-go expansion program. In 

exp lain ing  th e se  p o s s ib i l i t i e s  Superintendent Swanson s ta te d :

D aily Oklahoman, 16 Ju ly  1953.

^^ Ib id .
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F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  we have to  w ait u n ti l  th e  new fed e ra l a id  b i l l  
and i t s  a llo c a tio n s  a re  c l a r i f i e d  . . . .  The b i l l  is  now 
before a senate  education subcommittee. With the  in c rease  of 
Negro workers a t  T inker F ie ld , we have a chance fo r  an appre-
ab le  amount o f federal help fo r  sep ara te  schools --------  possib ly
$200,000 to  $300,000. At th i s  p o in t,  sep a ra te  schools a c tu a lly  
have a b e t te r  chance f o r  fed e ra l aid than  m ajo rity  schoo ls .

Second, the  school board w ill launch an exhaustive study o f 
pay-as-you-go plan expansion, o r  perhaps a compromise between 
immediate and long-range a c tio n .

We've got to  hang on to  Bath School as long as p o ssib le  . . .
. a t  le a s t  u n til  enrollm ent goes below 100. Since m ajo rity  
and Negro school funds are com pletely se p a ra te d , the  separa te  
school d i s t r i c t  would have to  purchase th e  school a f t e r  long, 
com plicated p re lim in a r ie s . '3

But the Negro C itiz e n s ' Action Committee contended th a t :

A pay-as-you-go financing  method would ta k e  too long , re q u ir 
ing a minimum o f s ix  years  to  do the job  . . . while some 
o f th e  m ajo rity  high schools do not y e t have aud ito rium s, 
gyms and swimming p o o ls , th e se  f a c i l i t i e s  are o ffered  in  sev
e ra l  o f th e  white high schoo ls.

We fe e l th a t  inasmuch as our is  the  only school fo r  Negroes, 
e q u a lity  o f opportunity  i s  no t provided un less  the  Negroes 
have in  th e i r  one school every th ing  th a t  you have in  any one 
high school fo r  w h ite s . '4

During the course o f  th e  meeting with th e  School Board F. D. 

along w ith  Reverend William J .  Harvey emphasized th e  need fo r  "one 

ab so lu te ly  complete high s c h o o l . I n  th i s  regard  they  asked the  

board to  continue i t s  support o f  t h e i r  bu ild ing  program.^®

^^Oklahoma City Times, 16 Ju ly  1953. 

’ ^ Ib id .

^ ^ Ib id .

^®Ibid.
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The conference between th e  school board and black c i t iz e n s  was 

c ite d  in  an e d ito r ia l  o f the D aily Oklahoman as "Planning in the  

Dark."

Proceeds o f a bu ild ing  bond issu e  proposed by th e  Negro C it i
zens ' Action Committee would be used la rg e ly  to  b ring  th e  
f a c i l i t i e s  o f Douglass High School up to  the  standards o f  the  
b e s t equipped high school fo r  white pu p ils  in Oklahoma C ity .

I t  i s  the fe e lin g  o f  the c o m itte e  th a t  'e q u a l i ty  o f oppor
tu n i ty  is  not provided ' un less the  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  the c i t y 's  
one high school fo r  Negroes are as good in  every resp ec t as 
those o f the  b est equipped high school fo r  white p u p ils .

This is  a m anifest re ference  to  the Supreme C o u rt's  t r a d i 
tio n a l position  in segregation  ca ses . Since 1890 the  court 
has taken the  p o s itio n  th a t  segregation  does no t abridge 
the  14th amendment's w arranty o f the r ig h ts  and immunities 
o f  c itiz e n s  so long as f a c i l i t i e s  provided the separa te  races 
a re  equal. I t  i s  around th i s  in te rp re ta t io n  o f  the  14th amend
ment th a t  a l l  o f th e  s ta te s  in  the south  and many s ta te s  e l s e 
where in the country have b u i l t  t h e i r  segregated school sys
tems.

But w aiting determ ination in  the Supreme Court now i s  a 
challenge o f  segregation  which s k i r t s  th e  'se p a ra te  but equal' 
d o c trin e  e n t ir e ly .  Pending in the  c o u rt i s  a conso lida tion  o f  
f iv e  cases sponsored by the  National A ssociation fo r  the  Ad
vancement o f  Colored People on the b eh a lf  of paren ts o f Negro 
school children in  V irg in ia , South C aro lin a , Delaware, Kansas 
and the  D is tr ic t  o f  Columbia. The p la in t i f f s  a re  contending 
th a t  even though f a c i l i t i e s  are eq u a l, seg regation  on grounds 
o f  race is  an a c t o f  d iscrim ination  in  i t s e l f ,  and th e re fo re  
i s  u n c o n s titu tio n a l. Seldom has the cou rt been c a lle d  on to  
re tu rn  a decision frau g h t w ith such f a r  reaching im p lica tio n s . 
I f  i t  adheres to  th e  's e p a ra te  but e q u a l ' d o c trin e  i t  alm ost 
c e r ta in ly  w ill have to s t ip u la te  th a t  f a c i l i t i e s  must be equal 
in  f a c t .  Otherv;ise Negro p la in t i f f s  could go in to  cou rt with 
th e  argument th a t  in  many southern schools the 's e p a ra te  but 
eq u a l' treatm ent i s  a f i c t io n .

C erta in ly  th e  cou rt is  ju g g lin g  an e x tra o rd in a r i ly  hot p o ta to . 
The socia l im plications o f  th i s  case a re  so tremendous th a t  
in  some s ta te s  th e  question  o f  d ism antling  the p u b lic  school
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system may ge t se rio u s  considera tion  in  th e  event o f  a dec ision  
ag a in st seg reg a tio n . On th e  o th e r hand, a decision  upholding 
seg reg a tio n , but in s is t in g  on rea l e q u a lity  o f trea tm en t could 
e n ta i l  staggering  f in a n c ia l  problems fo r  many s ta t e s .

Whatever th e  outcome, the  question  has c a s t  a heavy shadow 
over a l l  segregated school p lanning, and not much progress may 
be expected u n til the  is su e  is  reso lved . That would seem to  
apply to  Oklahoma C ity and to  every o th e r community in  th e  
country th a t  p ra c tic e s  s e g re g a tio n .^ '

I f  th e  Oklahoma C ity  school board took n o tice  o f  th e  mentioned 

e d i to r ia l  i t  was not ev iden t in  th e i r  ac tions on October 5 , 1953.

I t  was on th is  date the Oklahoma C ity school board voted on the  p e t i 

t io n  subm itted by th e  Negro C it iz e n s ' Action Committee requesting  

th e  County Commissioners to  c a l l  an e le c tio n  fo r  add itio n a l funds to

complete th e  new Douglass High School and fo r  the  use o f  Bath E le-

18
mentary School fo r  black s tu d e n ts .

Upon approval by th e  school board to  request o f the  County 

C om issioners a $900,000 bond issu e  fo r  th e  separate  sch o o ls , th e  

Negro Action Committee, in  a meeting on October 6 , 1953, a t  the S t. 

John B a p tis t Church, was informed by F. D. th a t  th e  school bo ard 's  

p re s id e n t, C. V. McCray, would no t a t  th is  time g ran t th e  Bath Ele

mentary School fo r  the  use o f  black s tu d en ts  because o f  the  g rea t 

number o f white ch ild ren  s t i l l  in  a ttendance th e re . While the  need 

f o r  Dunbar Elementary School was a growing concern fo r  th e  black 

o rg an iz a tio n , th e  Negro C it iz e n s ' Action Committee moved ahead w ith

^^Daily Oklahoman, 18 Ju ly  1953.

^^Dail.y Oklahoman, 6 October 1953.
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organized e f fo r ts  to  con fer w ith the  County Commissioners regarding
10

a $900,000 bond issu e  to  complete the  new b lack  high school.

Reverend W. K. Jackson appointed: George Ragland, A ttorney 

H. McKinely Rowan, A. D. Mathues, F. D. Moon, C ernoria Johnson, 

Reverend C. C. Abram, H. A. B erry , George Ferguson, Reverend Bagsby, 

W. C. P r ic e , Meredith Mathews, Reverend M. H. Braggs, J .  M. Jen k in s , 

A. 0. Tennyson, and Ann Sawyer to  con tact c i ty  o rgan iza tions 

f o r  suppo rt. In ad d itio n , he appointed I r a  H a ll, A. D. Mathues, 

Reverend Thomas G r if f in ,  Commissioner Ralph A dair, George Ragland,

F. D. Moon, Reverend E. W. P erry , Commissioner S. K. Kelham, Thomas 

McNeeley, Reverend J .  C. West, L. D. Jenkins and Commissioner T.

20
Ray P h i l l ip s ,  J r .  to  con fer w ith the  c i t y 's  County Commissioners.

In th e  meantime. A ttorney Robert H. Sherman and C. E. Grady, 

County Superintendent, f i l e d  a s u i t  in th e  d i s t r i c t  c o u rt on behalf 

o f  18 blacks o f Spencer, Oklahoma, school d i s t r i c t  35. This was an 

e f f o r t  to  fo rce the County Commissioners to  bu ild  a sep a ra te  school 

f o r  b lacks o f th a t  d i s t r i c t .  With 96 black ch ild ren  in  the d i s t r i c t ,  

and according to  th e  s ta t e  law , a sep ara te  school was to  be provided 

when 10 black child ren  liv e d  in  a d i s t r i c t .  A previous request fo r  

th e  school d i s t r i c t  was denied in  a re p o rt by th e  county sup erin ten 

dent October 26, 1953. F u rth e r, th e  p e t i t io n  as presented contended

^^ la c k  D ispatch,  10 O ctober, 1953.

^^Dailv Oklahoman, 2 November 1953.
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th a t  when commissioners receive such a re p o r t from th e  school super

in tenden t i t  is  th e i r  duty to  p repare a s p e c if ic a t io n  and ad v e rtise

21f o r  bids fo r  construction  o f  th e  needed b u ild in g .

In th e  f in a l d ec is io n , th e  County Commissioners approved a 

$2,083,000 bond issu e  fo r  Oklahoma County. $1,083,000 was earmarked 

f o r  improvement o f County roads and highways and th e  constru c tio n  o f  

b ridges across the  Canadian a t  N ortheast 4th e a s t  o f  Foundry, P o rt

land south o f  Southeast 15th and M eridian, south o f  Southwest 156.

The remaining one m illio n  d o lla r s  was earmarked fo r  separa te  schools 

o f  Oklahoma County. S p e c if ic a l ly , $900,000 was designated fo r  the  

completion o f  a new black high school in  Oklahoma C ity , $60,000 was

earmarked fo r  the  e rec tio n  o f a black elem entary school a t  Spencer,

22
Oklahoma and $40,000 was fo r  a 12th grade bu ild ing  a t  A rcadia.

Three Oklahoma City c i t iz e n s ,  L. A. Macklanburg, local manu

f a c tu re r ,  R. Lewis Barton and R. L. Feeb ly , were named to  spearhead 

w hite c i t iz e n  groups to  press f o r  th e  approval of th e  c i ty  and county 

bond is s u e . The sponsors gave th e  theme o f  "follow  through" fo r  th e  

bond is su e  denoting the bond money as p rim arily  fo r  th e  completion

Daily Oklahoman, 4 November 1953.

^^Dail.v Oklahoman, 15 November 1953.

Both Spencer, Oklahoma and A rcadia a re  loca ted  in  Oklahoma 
County. Spencer i s  located  f iv e  m iles N ortheast o f  Oklahoma C ity 
and Arcadia i s  ad jo in ing  Oklahoma C ity . See George H. Shirk , 
Oklahoma Place Names, 2d e d . ,  re v . (Norman: U n iv ers ity  o f Oklahoma 
P ress, 1974), pp. 11, 255.
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23
o f p ro jec ts  already under way.

F. D. was e lec ted  as general d ir e c to r  to  d ir e c t  the  pub lic  

in te re s t  in  favor o f  the sep ara te  school bond issu e  by the  Negro 

C itizen s ' Action Committee. In s p i te  o f h is  o th e r o b lig a tio n s , 

by November 28th he reported  th a t  th e  black committee was " fa r 

ahead o f  th e  downtown group, and th e  Chamber o f Commerce in  Edmond 

had endorsed th e  bond is su e .

In organizing the campaign, F. D. a s s is te d  in  se lec tin g  

speakers f o r  churches and acquain ting  c i t iz e n s  w ith fa c ts  surround

ing the bond issu e . For example, he warned th e  community o f  the  

d e lic a te  s i tu a tio n  e x is t in g , due to  th e  re c e n t changes involving

proper r e g is tra t io n  to  vote and cautioned  c i t iz e n s  to  r e g is te r  as 

25
soon as p o ssib le .

Ẑ Ibid.
2*Ib id .

In November, 1953, F. D. was e le c te d  p re s id en t o f th e  Urban 
League Board o f  D irec to rs , th e  f i r s t  black to  hold th is  p o s itio n  
in  Oklahoma C ity , succeeding Reverend Frank 0 . Holmes. He had r e 
mained as Executive S ecre tary  o f th e  GANT; Second p res id en t of 
the  Study o f Negro L ife and H is to ry , Board member of United Funds; 
Chairman o f  the  S teering  Committee f o r  G irl Scouts o f Oklahoma 
City and County; Chairman o f the  Committee o f Management fo r  th e  
Northeast 4th S tre e t YMCA; and general superin tenden t o f th e  Tab
ernacle  B a p tis t Church Sunday School. See Daily Oklahoman, 22 
November, 18 December 1953.

^^Black D ispatch. 28 November 1953.

In 1953 i t  was common knowledge th a t  many vo ters in  Oklahoma 
County were re g is te r in g  a t  business o f f ic e s  and o the r p laces under 
the im pression they had a r ig h t  to  desig n a te  a lega l residence
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However, F. D. was cognizant o f  the  urgency of a la rg e  number

o f re g is te re d  v o te rs  fo r  the passage of the separate  school bond

issu e . This was due in p a rt to  the emphasized opposition  fo r  th e

approval of a sep a ra te  school to  be erected  in  Spencer. In  fa c t

an a r t i c le  in  The Oklahoma County News c a rr ie d ;

The colored people of th e  Spencer school d i s t r i c t  up to  th i s  
tim e have apparently  cared nothing about th e  law enacted in  
the  horse and buggy days which sa id  th a t  when th e re  were ten  
ch ild ren  o f  school age in  a d i s t r i c t ,  they could p e t i t io n  
the  county commissioners fo r  a separa te  schoo l, u n t i l  prob
ably some o u tside  in fluence  came in  and in fluenced  th e se  
people to  p e titio n  fo r  one.

Knowing th e  people, where they l iv e ,  how they  are  d iv id ed , 
and the tra n sp o rta tio n  problem involved, we do n o t be lieve  
th e  colored people would favor such a move i f  they  f u l ly  
understood what i t  meant to  them.

The Spencer d i s t r i c t  i s  a d i s t r i c t  w ithout a s in g le  Negro 
liv in g  in  the town of Spencer, but th e re  a re  two co lored  
se ttlem en ts  w ithin the d i s t r i c t ,  one in  th e  extreme n o rth 
easte rn  corner ju s t  a q u a r te r  m ile from Jones se p a ra te  grade 
school, one o f the most modern of i t s  type in  th e  country .
The o th e r se ttlem en t i s  about two and a h a l f  o r th re e  m iles 
away in  th e  sou theast corner o f th e  d i s t r i c t  and one and a 
h a lf  m iles from the u l t r a  modern Dungee high and grade schoo l.

Since th e  separa te  schools are financed by a county-wide levy , 
d i s t r i c t  lin e s  have not been adhered to  in Oklahoma County. 
There i s  not a tra n s fe rre d  colored studen t in  th e  e n t i r e  
county, since  d i s t r i c t  colored studen ts have fo r  y e a rs  a t 
tended th e  Jones separate  and Dungee schoo ls . The county has 
lev ied  th e  funds fo r th e  bu ild ing  and maintenance o f  them.

ou tside  th e i r  homes. This was changed when George Miskousky, S ta te  
Senato r, p resented a new re g is t ra t io n  law fo r  Oklahoma County.
Under the  new law in 1953, a l l  county re s id en ts  had to  r e r e g i s t e r  
before they could vo te . Each p rec in c t r e g is t r a r  was requested  to  
r e je c t  any p e rso n 's  ap p lica tio n  to  re g is te r  o u ts id e  th e  p re c in c t o f  
h is  actual residence o r abode. See Daily Oklahoman, 28 October 
1953.
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These studen ts are properly  housed a t  p resen t and th e  taxpayers 
have been taxed once fo r  bu ild ings fo r  th e se  c h ild re n . I f  
another bu ild ing  is  b u i l t  fo r  them you taxpayers w ill be again 
taxed to  bu ild  them another s e t  o f bu ild in g s which a re  unneces
sary under the present se tu p . They do a t  p resen t have equal o r 
above equal o p p o rtu n itie s  w ith th e  w hite ch ild ren  o f  th e  Spen
c e r school — a t le a s t  th e  Spencer w hite ch ild ren  walk to  school, 
w hile  the  colored ch ild ren  are  tra n sp o rte d  to  th e i r  schoo ls.

During the y ear 1952-53, the  average d a ily  attendance a t  Jones 
sep ara te  school was 109, w ith f iv e  te a c h e rs . This would be 
f a r  from the 40 per room mentioned in  th e  previous sta tem en t.

I f  th e re  are 81 enumerated in  the d i s t r i c t ,  we are  su re  many 
are  high school studen ts and many are  n o n -a tten d an ts , th e re 
fo re  the attendance would be sm all. We believe  we have been 
making forward steps in  Oklahoma County as regards sep ara te  
schoo ls , and th a t  i t  would be a calam ity  to  t r y  to  tu rn  back 
to  th e  l i t t l e  one, two o r  three-room  colored  school stuck back 
in  some out-of-the-w ay p lace .

For th e  year 1953-54, th e re  has not been enough money in  the  
county funds to  support th e  separa te  schools o f th e  county.
I t  i s  believed th a t  some cannot have a f u l l  term o f schoo l, 
y e t  th is  bond is su e , i f  c a r r ie d , would add from twenty to  
fo r ty  thousand d o lla rs  per y ea r o pera ting  expenses, th i s  
added to  the p resen t s t r a i n .

I f  th i s  bond issu e  c a r r ie s ,  d o n 't  th in k  fo r  a minute th i s  w ill 
be th e  end. S ta r has no sep ara te  sch o o l, but has many more 
colored ch ild ren  than Spencer. We happen to  know th a t  S ta r  
has been moving in the same d ire c tio n  fo r  some tim e.

I f  th i s  move m a te ria lize s  we be lieve  th e re  w ill be one o f the 
g re a te s t  moves fo r  bond is s u e s ,  and small sep a ra te  school 
b u ild ings s e t  o f f  th a t  Oklahoma has ev er seen . Most o f  the  
d i s t r i c t s  of Oklahoma County could f in d  10 colored ch ild ren  
liv in g  w ithin th e i r  boundaries. There could not be a more 
backward s te p , and th e  e x tra  tax  burden would be t e r r i f i c .

In th e  e lc tio n  Tuesday, December 8 , you w ill be vo ting  fo r  or 
ag a in s t $900,000 fo r  Douglass school in  Oklahoma C ity ,
$60,000 fo r  Spencer, and $40,000 fo r  A rcadia. These taxes 
would be co llec ted  from th e  taxpayers o f  th e  e n t i r e  county, 
no t ju s t  from th e  th ree  named d i s t r i c t s .  Vote a g a in s t these
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bonds and avoid a backward s te p ,  and a lso  save a l o t  o f  tax
money.

N evertheless, F. D. soon rep o rted  th a t  approximately 66 organ

iz a t io n s ,  schoo ls , f r a t e r n i t i e s ,  churches and c iv ic  groups contacted  

fo r  f in a n c ia l a id  to  the  bond e le c t io n  budget had responded immed

ia te ly  w ith fin an c ia l a s s is ta n c e . Likew ise, a group of businessmen

in  Midwest C ity , a predom inantly w hite a re a ,  went on record in  sup-

27
p o rt o f both county questions to  be voted on December 8 , 1953.

As th e  bond is su e  campaign moved in to  i t s  f in a l s tag es  the  

Douglass studen ts  and s t a f f  took an in c re a s in g ly  active ro le .  In 

f a c t ,  th e  Douglass Home Economics Department o ffered  baby s i t t e r s  

fo r  persons needing baby s i t t e r s  w hile vo ting  a t  th e  p o lls . Two 

options were a v a ila b le  fo r  th is  se rv ic e : Parents could bring th e i r  

ch ild ren  to  the Home Economics co ttag e  a t  Douglass High School o r 

request a baby s i t t e r  to  be s e n t to  th e i r  home. In ad d itio n , s tu 

dents answered telephone req u ests  fo r  cars  made availab le  fo r  

tra n sp o rta tio n  to  th e  p o lls  lo c a te d  a t  D ouglass, Bannaka, C arver, 

Dunbar, Edwards, Inman Page, C a rte r  G. Woodson and Orchard Park 

schools as well as Mathues S erv ice  S ta t io n . The Douglass band under

Oklahoma County News, 27 November 1953.

^^Daily Oklahoman, 26 November 1953.

Midwest C ity i s  a sep a ra te  m u n ic ip a lity  adjoining Oklahoma 
C ity on the Southeast but s t i l l  w ith in  Oklahoma County. Incorpor
ated  March 11, 1953. Took i t s  name from ad jo in ing  Midwest A ir Depot, 
now Tinker A ir Force Base. See 
Names, p . 160.
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the d ire c tio n  of G. L. Buford drew a t te n tio n  to  th e  campaign by

performing a t  Jones, L uther, A rcadia, Edmond and B rit to n , Oklahoma.

This a c t iv i ty  was performed by th ree  bus loads o f  Douglass s tu d e n ts .

George Ragland urged th e  p u b lic  during the  band performances to

vote fo r  the  bond is s u e . The day before the e lec tio n  Douglass

ju n io r  high school studen ts  boosted th e  e lec tio n  o f  the  bond issue

28
with a parade through th e  n o rth e a s t sec tio n s  of Oklahoma C ity .

On December 8 , 1953, th e  $3,896,000 city -coun ty  bond issu e s  

fo r  separa te  schools, roads and r iv e r  floodways were approved. The 

$1,000,000 separa te  school p ro p o sitio n  ca rr ied  16,009 fo r  th e  sep

a ra te  schools and 4,960 a g a in s t ,  meeting the  60 percent approval

o f th e  p a r tic ip a tin g  v o te rs , and carry ing  over the  road is su e  in a

29
town made up o f the  m a jo rity .

In extending h is  thanks to  the Oklahoma c i t iz e n s ,  F. D. 

s ta te d  he was "very g r a te fu l ,  extrem ely so , to  th e  c it iz e n s  o f

00

Black D ispatch, 5 December 1953; Daily Oklahoman, 5 , 7 De
cember 1953. Also, G. L. Buford, in terv iew  held 5212 Stonewall 
D rive, Oklahoma C ity , Oklahoma, 7 August 1977.

29
D aily Oklahoman, 9 December 1953.

The approval o f both county questions requ ired  60 percen t o f  
the p a r tic ip a tin g  v o te rs . The c i ty  floodway c a rr ie d  7,361 to  6 ,016. 
The $1,083,000 county road and bridge proposal squeezed by th e  r e 
quired  60 percent margin with a vote o f  12,556 fo r  and 8,269 a g a in s t. 
In d ica tion  o f  voters a t t i tu d e  toward both county questions was 
s tro n g es t in Edmond, Oklahoma, a predominantly w hite town. The Ed
mond vo te rs  voted a g a in s t th e  road improvements but voted approval 
o f th e  sep a ra te  school co n stru c tio n  program. Ib id .
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Oklahoma City and County fo r  voting favorab ly  on th e  sep a ra te  school 

bond issu e . Your vote fo r education fo r  youth in  Oklahoma C ity is  

passing into a new e ra .  A m illio n  thanks to  you a ll. ''^ ®

Renaming Douglass Jun io r Senior High School 

On December 11, 1953, during a meeting o f th e  Negro C itiz e n s ' 

Action Committee and the  absence o f F. D ., Reverend J .  C. West, min

i s t e r  o f the Bethel S ta r  Church, took th e  f lo o r  and informed the 

group th a t  since  the  new high school would in h e r i t  th e  name o f Doug

la ss  i t  would leave the presen t ju n io r  high school w ithout a name.

He then proclaimed th a t  the Douglass Ju n io r-S en io r High School be 

named F. D. Moon Ju n io r High. This recommendation was met with 

persons present jo in in g  in the  p ra ise  o f F. D. Reverend West con

tin u ed , "The time has gone when bu ild ings are  named fo r  g re a t leaders

a f te r  they have d ie d , and they know not what g re a t b u ild in g s , monu-

31
ments o r o ther high honors are bequeathed to  them ." Members p resen t 

ra ised  th e ir  voices in a s tacca to  chant fo r  F. D. and each person 

asked fo r  recognition from the  c h a ir  so they  could express esteem fo r  

F. D.32

Following the  c i t iz e n s ' dem onstration , a formal motion was 

made by Reverend West to  name th e  Douglass sch o o l, F. D. Moon Junior

^^Black D ispatch, 12 December 1953. 

^ h b id .

^^Ibid.



275

High School. The motion was seconded by re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f  th e  Negro 

Chamber o f Commerce, Separate Schools ' PTA C ouncil, C ity Federation 

o f Colored Woman's Club, Oklahoma C ity  Negro Teachers' A sso c ia tio n , 

Interdenom inational M in iste ria l A llian ce , NAACP, Urban League, Bap

t i s t  M in is te r 's  Union, Alpha Phi Alpha and Omega Psi Phi F ra te rn i

t i e s  and the Alpha Kappa Alpha S o ro r ity . Over 24 o rgan iza tions and

3340 churches were represen ted  in  the  unanimous v o te .

Spearheading the actions fo r  naming th e  ju n io r  high school 

fo r  F. 0 . ,  Reverend W. K. Jackson, p re s id e n t o f  the  Negro C itiz e n s ' 

Action Committee, appointed Mrs. Cernoria Johnson chairman o f a com

m ittee to  seek the  approval of th e  Oklahoma C ity  Board o f  Education. 

In doing so the conm ittee was in s tru c te d  to  in v e s tig a te  the  method 

of naming separate  schools in Oklahoma C ity  and to  request th e

school board to  waive the  ru le  in  naming a school fo r  a liv in g  per- 

34
son i f  any e x is te d .

A check of th e  method used fo r  naming sep ara te  schools in  Okla

homa C ity  revealed th a t  the i n i t i a t i v e  fo r  such names came from some 

segment o f  the  black community. In f a c t ,  th e  old Bryant School was 

changed to  Inman Page a t  th e  suggestion  o f  th e  black community. The 

same was tru e  fo r  a l l  the  schoo ls , w ithou t excep tion . In a d d itio n , 

a t  le a s t  th ree  o f  the  separate  schools in  Oklahoma City were named

^^Daily Oklahoman, 18 December 1953.

^^Ib id .
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fo r  liv in g  people. For example, Inman Page School was named fo r 

Mr. Page while he was p rin c ip a l o f  Douglass; Edwards Elementary 

School was named fo r  W alter J .  Edwards; C arter Woodson School was 

named fo r  C arter Woodson several y ea rs  before  h is  death . In f a c t ,  

th e  committee contended th a t  Douglass High School was es tab lish ed  

in  1896. I f  then the elem entary school from which Douglass evolved 

had the same name, then th e  Douglass school was named fo r  Freder

ick  Douglass before he d ied  in  1895.^^

Upon presenting  th e  p e t i t io n  fo r  renaming Douglass F. D. Moon 

Ju n io r High School to  the  Board o f  Education, Mrs. Johnson pointed 

out th a t  the s e t  precedent o f  naming schools fo r  deceased persons 

had been relaxed on several occasions. She emphasized th e  f a c t  th a t  

a l l  groups in  the e a s t s id e  community as w ell as o thers  among the 

w hite population had endorsed th e  a c t io n . White c i t iz e n s  jo in ing  

th e  C itize n s ' Action Committee in  naming th e  ju n io r  high school 

f o r  F. D. included: E. K. G aylord, Roy J .  T urner, J .  Wiley Richard

son , Tom S te r lin g , W. McFerrin Stowe, Dr. Waldo S tephens, Mrs. Freda

Ameringer, George Green o f  th e  L ib erty  N ational Bank, Mayor Allen

S tr e e t ,  Norman McCleod o f  the Y.M.C.A., and F ire Chief McAlphine.

"No recommendation from th e  Negro community on th e  naming o f a school 

had ever received so many endorsem ents. I t  took the  Board o f Educa

tio n  le ss  than a minute to  accep t F. D. Moon's name fo r  th e  new ju n io r

^^Oklahoma City Times, 27 August 1954.
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36
high school In February, 1954." The motion covering th e  ac tio n  was

made by Mr. C. B. McCray and seconded by Hr.Jim W right, Oklahoma City 

37
board member.

Approximately 300 persons attended  th e  F. D. Moon Jun io r High 

S chool's  ded icato ry  program which was held a t  th e  sc h o o l's  lo c a tio n ,

500 North High S t r e e t ,  August 26, 1954, Reverend W. K. Jackson, 

p resid ed . Those p a r t ic ip a tin g  and rep resen tin g  community o rgan izations 

were: Members o f  th e  Board of Education; Z e lia  N. Breaux, a 

former teach er o f  F. D. a t  Langston U n iversity  and d ir e c to r  o f the 

Community Band; Reverend E. W. P erry , p a s to r  o f the Tabernacle B ap tis t 

Church; Reverend Thomas J .  G r if f in ,  Interdenom inational M in is te ria l 

A llian ce ; Mrs. Maude Brockway, C ity Federation o f  Colored Women;

James E. S tew art, N ational A ssociation fo r  th e  Advancement o f Colored 

People; I . E .  R ichardson, Negro Chamber o f Commerce; P urcell Graham, 

Oklahoma City Urban League; Meredith Mathews, Young Men's C hris tian  

A ssociation ; Mrs. E. B. Young, Young Women's C hris tian  A ssociation ;

W. F. J e l t z ,  Separate School Teachers; Miss Grace Perkins and Leonardo 

DeBose, Douglass High School Music Department; Reverend J .  T. Abram; 

William Johnson, v ice p r in c ip a l o f  Douglass Jun io r S en io r High

S îbid.

^^C. B. McCray, in te rv iew  held  900 N. KJein, Oklaho"-a C ity , 
Oklahoma, 12 - A u g u s t  7975.
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School; J .  M. Jenk ins, te ach er and committee chairman; Reverend 0 .

C. West, Bethel S ta r  Church. A ttorney H. McKinley Rowan was 

speaker fo r  th e  occasion honoring F. D. "in reco g n itio n  o f  h is  deep 

in s ig h t in to  the  needs o f  you th , h is  indom itable courage, and h is  

te n a c ity  o f purpose in  helping c rea te  an in s t i tu t io n  to  meet those  

needs.

In add ition  to  th e  community's honor o f  naming the  ju n io r  high

school fo r  P. D ., th e  s tuden ts  of th e  Douglass Ju n io r High School

assembled in the  auditorium  of th e i r  school to  give t r ib u te  to  F. D.

and h is  accomplishments. The program fo r  th e  occasion was s ta r te d

with th e  reading o f  th e  prayer and s c r ip tu re  by Je rry  Pat Rucker, a

s tu d e n t. F. 0. accepted very humbly the  honor bestowed upon him,

then he admonished a l l  who were p resen t to  "keep th e i r  f e e t  on the 

39
ground." He then s ta te d  to  the  s tu d en ts  h is  th ree  p o in t philosophy 

fo r  l iv in g :  "(1) Do r ig h t  as you see  th e  r ig h t .  (2) Be j u s t  and 

f a i r  to  everybody, whether they be o f  high s ta te  o r low, whether they 

be b lack o r w hite . (3) Work hard."^® The admonishment to  the 

s tu d en ts  to  keep th e i r  f e e t  on the ground can possib ly  be explained 

in  a subsequent news a r t i c l e  in which F. D. w rote:

In every advance I have made I have t r i e d  to  keep n\y f e e t  on

38
F. D. Moon Jun io r High School Dedication Program (Oklahoma 

C ity : F. D. Moon Personal Papers [1 9 5 4 ]), p . 2.

^^Black D ispatch, 13 February 1954.

^ ° Ib id .
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th e  ground. I t e s t  m yself co n stan tly  to  see i f  I am keeping 
th e  common touch. Recently an i l l i t e r a t e  man pu t h is  arms 
around me, as a b ro th e r , and I was t h r i l l e d .  I have some
th ing  inside o f me which keeps me from being in f la te d .  I f  
people are nervous with me I stop  and ask m yself why am I 
f a i l in g  with them?^‘

In addressing the Junior High assembly he s ta te d  in  p a r t:

Through the thoughtfu lness o f The Carver Achievement Club o f  
Oklahoma C ity and the  proclam ation of Governor Roy J .  Turner 
we observe Carver Day. When Dr. Carver was questioned as to  
what advice he would give to  h is  contem poraries and the pros
perous he answered, 'Take What You Have and Make The Most o f 
I t . '

His l i f e  was f i l l e d  with many experiences: (1) He was de
prived of a mother in  in fancy . (2) He put up w ith unkind
ness. (3) He never had a b ir th d a y , fo r  no one ever to ld  
him when he was born. In s p ite  o f  h is h a rd sh ip s . Dr. Carver 
learned valuable lessons which he used throughout h is l i f e .
He leaned upon h im se lf. He learned  to  endure hardsh ips. His 
independence flo u rish ed . He had g rea t p rid e  even in  h is  e a r ly  
te en s . All he asked was work to  do and f a i r  p lay  . . . .

Dr. Carver went from town to  town working, g e ttin g  a l i t t l e  
schooling when and where he could. Most o f  th e  time he was 
studying where he was going to  sleep  th e  next n ig h t ,  how to  
g e t h is next meal o r how to  ge t the  next book he needed. He 
had a deep d e s ire  to  go to  co llege  even though he had l i t t l e  
formal education . He was refused  entrance to  Hiland Univer
s i ty  in  Kansas because he was a Negro. He never complained 
bu t suffered such in d ig n itie s  in  s ile n c e .

In sp ite  o f  th e se  in d ig n i t ie s .  Carver believed  th a t  when one 
door was closed to  him, two opened. So, Simpson College ad
m itted him in  1890 when he was 26 years o ld . The second door 
opened in one y e a r  when he was accepted a t  Iowa U niversity .
He was offered  a teaching p o s itio n  a t  Iowa U n iv e rs ity , bu t 
p referred  to  teach  h is  own people a t  Tuskegee . . . .

He always rose a t  4:00 A.M. and went fo r th  to  commune w ith 
God and get h is  orders fo r  th e  day. He c a lle d  h is  workshop

41 Oklahoma City A d v ertise r, 12 March 1954.
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a t  Tuskegee "Gods L i t t l e  Workshop." He sa id  there  th e  consuma- 
tio n  of a long f e l t  d e s ir e ,  from th e  time he could th ink  the 
burning thoughts, "I want to  know" which was followed by h is  
co ro lla ry  "I can do th a t , "  was th e  dynamo which powered h is  
l i f e .  He only knew th a t  what he had given the  world had come 
from a power g re a te r  than him self. He always wore a flow er 
in  h is  buttonhole and the  love o f  God in  h is  h ea rt. A wan
d e re r  and an o u tc a s t ,  he reached th e  p innacles o f  success and 
acclaim  . . . .

He had th e  b less in g s  o f th e  p re s id en t o f the  U. S. and was 
sought a f te r  by Thomas Edison and Henry Ford. In 1931, 18 
schools were named f o r  him, and even a southern w hite ch ild  
bore h is name. Many honors were bestowed upon him f o r  h is  
outstanding work in  sc ien ce . 70 boots were given Dr. Carver 
and he covered th e  d is ta n ce  in one a lle g o ric a l s te p , but th e  
o th e r 13 m illion  are  follow ing sw if tly  a f t e r  him . . .Take 
What You Have and Make th e  Most o f  I t .4 2

But perhaps another a sp ec t of F. D. during th is  time i s  a s 

se r te d  in  an a r t i c l e  appearing in the Oklahoma A dvertiser:

Professor F. D. Moon, p rinc ipa l o f  the c i t y 's  Douglass High 
School, knows how Jacob f e l t  when he worked and w aited fo u r
teen  years before he could marry h is  beloved Rachel. Moon 
c ite d  th e  B ib lica l comparison th i s  week in  pointing out th a t  
he has been p rin c ip a l fo r  fourteen  y e a rs , and in  September 
w ill move in to  th e  f in e  Douglass High School nearing com
p le tio n  a t  the  old fa irg rounds.

Often re fe rred  to  an the "Dean o f Negro Education in  Oklahoma," 
Moon has had a d is tin g u ish ed  ca re e r  and has received many 
honors in  the  teach ing  f ie ld .  The l a t e s t  i s  the re c e n t d ec i
sion of the c i ty  board o f  education to  name the p resen t Doug
la s s  school th e  "F. D. Moon Ju n io r High School," next f a l l .

A f in e  looking man w ith a humble s p i r i t ,  he has brought c r e d i t  
to  h is  race , h is  p ro fess io n  and h is  c i ty .  He has a d e f in i te  
philosophy by which he l iv e s .  'The B ible i s  the g re a te s t  
guide fo r  liv in g  we h a v e ,' he say s . ' I  see people a l l  around 
stru g g lin g  fo r  reco g n itio n  and grabbing fo r  th is  and th a t ,  and 
I fee l lik e  going up to  them and te l l i n g  them th a t  th e  way up

^^Black D ispatch, 13 February 1954.
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i s  re a l ly  sim ple. The Master Teacher to ld  us p la in ly ,  'He 
who would be g re a te s t  among you, l e t  him be the se rv an t of 
a l l . '  I t ' s  as simple as th a t .

'You d o n 't  need a 500 page book to  t e l l  you how to  l iv e .  You 
need only Micah 6 :8 , 'What doth th e  Lord requ ire  o f th e e , bu t 
to  do ju s t ly ,  to  love mercy, and to  walk humbly w ith thy God.' 
The g re a te s t s a t i s f a c t io n  in  l i f e  comes from giving of your
s e l f  to  people and dealing  w ith them f a i r l y  and ju s t l y  . . . '
. . . P rofessor Moon has never been too much concerned about 
the  race problem. 'My so lu tio n  i s  very s im p le ,' he says, 'A ll 
people need i s  freedom to  make con tacts with o th e r people.
When i t  becomes a stigm a to  be seen to g e th e r , you c a n 't  see
what i s  noble and f in e  in  the  o th e r person . . . '

. . . Human n a tu re  h a s n 't  changed much through th e  y e a rs .
People are people no m a tte r where or when they l i v e .  Many 
persons are  unhappy simply because they haven 't learned  how 
to  l iv e .  Some worry when the  sun sh ines because they  th ink  
i t  w ill r a in .  We must le a rn  to  a d ju s t to  th ings and cond itions. 
There is  no p o in t in  w ailing  about something you c a n 't  h e lp . '

L ife i s  worth l iv in g  because i t  i s  so f u l l  o f o p p o rtu n itie s  
fo r  th r i l l in g  experiences. There is  nothing in th e  world which 
would make one happier than to  go to  bed a t  n ig h t knowing th a t  
he has made l i f e  a l i t t l e  r ic h e r  fo r  someone th a t  day. I t  may 
have been only a 'good morning' o r  'you can make i t '  but i t  
was a l i f t .  L ife  is  f u l l  o f  chances l ik e  th a t .  Recognition i s  
the g re a te s t need o f  mankind. People want to  be consulted and 
recognized, and a cherry  "he llo "  and a warm handclasp mean 
much to  us a l1 . '

. . .  ' I  th in k  th e  average person t r i e s  to  do th e  r ig h t  th in g .
They d i f f e r  only  in  what they th in k  i s  r ig h t .  I f  people w ill
make an e f f o r t  to  understand one ano ther th e y 'l l  g e t along.
I have found th a t  r e a l ly  g re a t people a re  commonplace when you 
get to  know th em .' He r e c a l ls  th a t  when the g re a t Marion 
Anderson was here fo r  a concert a few years  ago and f i l l e d  th e  
auditorium  on a ra in y  day, a recep tio n  was given fo r  her in  an 
e a s t s ide home. 'The people tracked  in  mud, and a f t e r  they a l l  
l e f t  Marian Anderson stayed and helped clean up th e  rugs.
T h a t's  the  kind o f  person she i s .  'He t e l l s  of a man who had 
a leg am putated, and sh o r tly  afterw ards h is two-room shack 
burned to  the g round .' They c a rr ie d  him o u t, la id  him on a 
b lan k e t, and he lay  th e re  laugh ing , he r e c a l l s ,  'how many o f 
us can do th a t  . . .? '



282

. . .  A deeply s p ir i tu a l  bu t no t a sanctim onious man; a k ind ly  
figu re  and a fr ien d  to  a l l ,  everyone who knows th is  f in e  man
loves him. In ta lk in g  w ith him you d o n 't  fe e l th a t  you are
ta lk in g  w ith a Negro, o r w ith an educa to r, but ra th e r  w ith one 
of God's c re a tu re s . He i s  doing th ings fo r  h is community which 
w ill be remembered g ra te fu lly  fo r  a l l  tim e . Respected eq u a lly  
by both ra c e s . P rofessor Moon has won th e  adm iration o f a l l ,  
and h is in flu en ce  has been f e l t  by many thousands. He has sim
p l ic i ty  o f  tru e  g rea tn ess . He says o f h im se lf, 'I 'm  j u s t  an 
ordinary man; try in g  to  do my b e s t . '  But a l l  who know him know 
th a t  he i s  more than th a t ,  and everyone who has come in c o n t r a c t . ,  
w ith F. D. Moon has had h is  own l i f e  enriched  by the experience.

The F i r s t  B accalaureate and Commencement Exercise 
in  the  New Douglass High School

On May 30, 1954, the  f if ty -se c o n d  commencement ex e rc ise  fo r  th e

Douglass Junior and Senior High was held in  th e  auditorium  of th e  new 

Douglass High School. There was no a ttem pt to  hold an open-house 

s in ce  fu rn ish ings fo r  the  new school were not complete and minor co r

re c tio n s  were s t i l l  to  be made, bu t ra th e r  i t  was an e f f o r t  to  p re

vent to ta l  disappointm ent to  th e  1954 graduation  c la s s ,  which had 

expected to  e n te r  th e  new school in  January 1954. The formal opening

o f th e  new p la n t was scheduled f o r  th e  next f a l l  when the  e n t ire

44
p la n t was to  be completed.

The B accalauréat se rv ices  fo r  th e  s e n io r  c la s s  o f  1954 was w it

nessed by a crowd o f  eager paren ts  and f r ie n d s  overflow ing th e  

b e a u tifu l auditorium  with a se a tin g  capac ity  o f  1 ,300. The 155 grad

uates  marched proudly down the s la n t in g  i s le s  and lis te n e d  a t te n t iv e ly

*^See, Oklahoma C ity A d v e rtise r , 12 March 1954.

^^Black D ispatch , 5 June 1954.
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to  th e  Reverend Robert H. A lexander, p a s to r  o f Avery Chapel A.M.E. 

Church, Oklahoma City and former p re s id e n t o f  S horter C ollege,

L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas.*^

Following the B accalaureate s e rv ic e s ,  th e  Douglass P aren t- 

T eachers' A ssociation gave a b e n e fit te a  to  defray  expenses fo r  

d e leg a tes  to  the  National P-T-A Congress to  be held a t  Langston 

U n iv ers ity . This o ffe red  an opportun ity  fo r  th e  pub lic  to  see the 

new c a fe te r ia  and some small p o rtions o f the new pi a n t.

On F riday , June 4 ,  the  commencement ex e rc ises  fo r  th e  1954 

graduating  c la ss  were held in  the  auditorium  o f the new Douglass 

High School. The commencement address was de liv ered  by Dr. R.

O'Hara L an ier, P residen t of Texas Southern U n iv e rs ity , Houston,

Texas, and former M in is te r to  L ib eria .* ^

Though the  mentioned ex erc ises  were a f i r s t  fo r  th e  Douglass 

fam ily , another f i r s t  was occurring  w ith in  th e  fam ily , fo r  th is  

y ea r marked th e  f i r s t  tim e th e  9th g ra d e rs , who to ta le d  300 in 1954, 

wore academic d ress . This was being done "because o f th e  em barrass

ment which had come to  studen ts  unable to  buy a new dress  o r  new 

s u i t  fo r  the  9A promotion e x e rc is e s ."  I t  was the fe e l in g  o f F. D. 

and members o f  the fa c u lty  th a t  "the academic d ress co s ts  very

4Slbid.

^®Ibid.

^^Ib id .

48
Ibid
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l i t t l e  and puts a ll on th e  same level o f appearance whether the

49
parents o f  the  ch ild ren  be w e ll-to -d o  or extremely poor."

Ib id .



CHAPTER XII

DOUGLASS HIGH SCHOOL IN 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 1954-1955

Between Two Supreme Court Mandates 

As th e  1954-1955 school y ea r opened fo r  the  new Douglass High 

School, two fa c to rs  were apparent. F i r s t ,  nine ju s t i c e s ,  th re e  o f 

them so u th ern er^  had rendered a unaminous decision  s tip u la t in g  

seg regation  in  public  schools so le ly  on the  basis  o f  race  as uncon

s t i tu t io n a l .^  Second, Douglass High School was occupied fo r  the

f i r s t  tim e w ith the swimming poo l, l ib ra ry  and gym co n stru c tio n s  
2

s t i l l  underway.

The dec ision  as s e t  by th e  Supreme Court w ith regard to  seg

reg a tio n  in  pub lic  schools reversed  the  P lessy  decision  o f  1896, 

and was recognized in  Oklahoma, as elsew here, to  be a re v o lu tio n 

ary  s te p  in  American education . F. D. wrote o f th i s  d ec ision :

In my op in ion , th e  decision  handed down by th e  Supreme Court 
o f  th e  United S ta te s  a t  11:14 A.M. Monday, May 17, 1954, i s  
the  g re a te s t  and most s ig n if ic a n t  decision  th a t  th e  co u rt 
w ill render during the tw en tie th  century . I t  is  in te re s t in g  
to  note th a t  th e  Dred S co tt decision  which was perhaps th e  
g re a te s t  decision  made during the  n ine teen th  cen tu ry .

^ S ee ,fo r example, A rthur L. Toison, The Black Oklahomans His
to ry : 1541-1972 (New O rleans: Edmond P rin tin g  Company, 1972), p. 175.

^Oklahoma City Times, 28 Ju ly  1954.
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rendered in  1858, was re la te d  to  th e  r ig h ts  o f Negroes.

The unanimous decision  o f  th e  Supreme Court on Monday i s  
q u ite  m eaningful. To me, i t  means t h a t  the  Negro has moved 
much fa r th e r  in  h is  am bition to  secure f i r s t  c la ss  c i t iz e n 
sh ip . I t  a lso  means th a t  people o f c o lo r  throughout th e  
world w ill have g re a te r  f a i th  in  our democracy. Glib words 
about the  fre e  world w ill not compare in  th e i r  e f f e c t  w ith 
th is  dec ision  in  the s tru g g le  between th e  id o lo g ies  of 
democracy and communism.

Since th e  implementing of th e  d ec ision  o f th e  c o u rt is  l e f t  
to  fu tu re  p lanning , i t  immediately becomes the  re sp o n s ib il
i t y  o f Negro and w hite people to  m eet, d iscuss and plan how 
we sh a ll give fu l l  e f f e c t  to  th e  d ec is io n  o f  th e  Supreme 
Court. In any m eeting, i t  seems to  me, i t  should be made 
c le a r  a t  the  o u tse t th a t  whatever s te p s  are  taken to  im ple
ment the  decision  o f th e  cou rt th a t  th e re  must be no evasion.
Any decision  reached must be in  l in e  w ith  th e  l e t t e r  and the 
s p i r i t  of the  C ourt's  decree.

I t  i s  my hope and p red ic tio n  th a t  th e  so c ia l conscience o f 
th e  people o f America and e sp e c ia lly  in  Oklahoma has de
veloped to  th e  po in t th a t  l i t t l e  t ro u b le  w ill fo llow  in  g iv
ing f u l l  fo rce  and e f f e c t  to  th is  momentous d ec is io n . J u s t  
as the  Supreme Court has measured up to  the  high id e a ls  o f 
our country , so must th e  s ta t e  and lo c a l governments follow  
s u i t  and plan to  give l i f e  and substance to  th e  e d ic t  o f  
th e  h ig h est Court o f the  la n d .3

F. D. spoke before the  Oklahoma Education Committee o f th e  

L eg is la tiv e  C ouncil, w ith re fe ren ce  to  Oklahoma's re v is io n  o f  s ta te  

school laws in  o rder to  conform w ith the  1954 Supreme C ourt's  decision . 

During h is  d iscourse  to  the Committee he adv ised : " I f  white and Negro 

ch ild ren  a ttend  th e  same schoo ls , Negro te a c h e rs  should teach  some 

o f th e  c la sse s  and should be se le c te d  w ithou t regard  to  t h e i r  race -  

-  teach ers  should be chosen on th e  b as is  o f  t h e i r  experien ce , and

F. D. Moon, "The Supreme C o u rt's  D ecision ,"  F. D. Moon's 
personal papers. See fo r  example. Author L. Toison, The Black 
Oklahomans H isto ry : 1541 -  1972. p. 175
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should have te n u re , the same as w hite te ach e rs  . . . .  Desegregation 

i s  being kicked around because i t  i s  too h o t."*  He urged le g is la to rs  

to  prepare then f o r  a smooth operation  o f  w hite-b lack  schoo ls when 

seg regation  was f in a l ly  ended in  th e  S ta te .  "There w ill  be many 

problems to  solve on the  local le v e l . . . .  I hope we can approach 

th e se  problems in  a democratic way so we w on 't have repercussions 

but w ill be able to  work them o u t to  th e  b e s t advantage o f  a l l . " ^

In a d d itio n , he urged th e  S ta te  Board o f Education, th e  L eg is la tiv e  

Council and th e  lo ca l school boards to  study  th e  problems together.®  

In Oklahoma, basic  problems o f  a desegregation  movement con

fro n tin g  the  Boards o f Education were: (1) th e  a s s im ila tio n  o f  

sep a ra te  school funds, and (2) th e  m a tte r  o f  s tuden t t r a n s f e r s .  The 

l a t t e r  posed the a l te rn a t iv e  of whether to  adopt a s t r i c t  p o licy  of 

no tra n s fe r s  or to  be le n ie n t w ith  t r a n s f e r s  where th e  population  

was sharp ly  d iv ided .^

In ad d itio n  to  the s ta te  problems th e  Oklahoma C ity  Board of 

Education faced th e  complexity o f  school boundary l i n e s .  In a n t ic i 

pation  o f  th e  C ourt's  f in a l mandate th e  Oklahoma C ity school board 's 

research  o f f ic e  had provided a popula tion  survey fo r  fu tu re  boundary

*D aily Oklahoman, 14 September 1954. 

®Ibid.

®Ibid.

^Daily Oklahoman, 18 May 1954.
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planning. Yet, th e  Oklahoma C ity Board o f Education had made no 

attem pt to  redraw i t s  boundary l in e s  fo r  the  1954-55 school year
O

pending th e  f in a l  decree which was no t handed down u n ti l  May 1955.

Thus Douglass High School, as a l l  Oklahoma public  schools

functioned  during th e  1954-55 school y ea r under the S ta te  Board's

d isp o s itio n  c l a r i f i e d  in  a n o t i f ic a t io n  to  a l l  school a u th o r i t ie s

by Dr. O liver Hodge, S ta te  Superin tendent o f Public Schools:

The U. S. Supreme Court banned seg regation  in p u b lic  schools 
but delayed i t s  f in a l decree u n ti l  a t  l e a s t  October. Our 
schools . . . a re  operated under the Oklahoma C onstitu tion  
and the  s ta tu te s  passed under the  Oklahoma L eg is la tu re . I t  
i s  believed  th a t  no su b s ta n tia l changes should be made u n til 
fu r th e r  ac tio n  has been taken by the U. S. Supreme Court and 
u n ti l  Oklahoma's L eg is la tu re  makes a change in our p resen t 
law.

The reason fo r  th i s  l e t t e r  i s  th a t  I have had so many in 
q u ir ie s  as to  what we should do th e  next y ear. Your Board 
o f Education should plan your budget program and p o lic ie s  
fo r  1954-55 according to  our p resen t laws and c o n s ti tu tio n .
I suggest th a t  you do not plan any changes u n til you are 
d ire c te d  by th e  competent a u th o r i t ie s .

The S ta te  Regents o f h igher education have taken no o f f i 
c ia l n o tice  o f  the  Supreme C o u rt's  d ec is io n . But i t  is  
understood S ta te  U n iv e rs itie s  and Colleges plan to  con
tin u e  p resen t p o lic ie s  un less d irec ted  otherw ise by the 
S ta te  A ttorney G eneral.9

The New Douglass High School P lan t 

Students e n te rin g  th e  fo r ty  acre  s i t e  in  1954-55 could observe

Q
I b id . ,  See, Robert Lasch, "Along the  Border" in  Don Shoemaker, 

e d . .  With All D e lib e ra te  Speed (New York: Harper and B ro thers, 1957), 
p . 58.

^Daily Oklahoman, 28 May 1954.
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th e  Douglass p la n t la id  out in  a semi-campus s ty le .  This included 

th e : ad m in is tra tio n  o f f ic e ,  classroom s, auditorium , L i t t l e  T heatre , 

home economics a re a , heating p la n t ,  stadium , c a f e te r ia ,  a th le t ic  

f i e ld  and vocational b u ild in g . The incom plete portions o f the 

sc h o o l's  co n s tru c tio n  were: the  $430,000 gymnasium north  o f  th e  

o ld  Fairground grandstand; th e  l ib ra ry  and swimming pool fo r  a to t a l  

o f  $350,000, w ith more than tw o-th ird s  a l lo t te d  fo r  the  pool; and th e  

$110,000 l ib r a ry  delayed in co n stru c tio n  due to  the demolishing and 

removal o f  th e  old fairg round  b u ild in g s . All were under co n struc tion  

by the  L ip p ert B ro ther's  C onstruction Company.

In a d d itio n , major remodeling was underway a t the Future Farm

e rs  o f America bu ild ing , used sin ce  1950 by Douglass studen ts f o r  

vocational c la s s e s ,  a t which time studen ts  were moved ou t each y e a r  

during th e  s ta t e  f a i r .  Only temporary p a r t i t io n s  and equipment were 

kept fo r  t h i s  purpose. Mow th a t  th e  bu ild ing  was unreservedly 

school p ro p e rty , th e  Board o f  Education workmen made the 31,254 

square f e e t  o f the  FFA b u ild in g  in to  shop a rea s  fo r  fu tu re  voca

tio n a l c la s s e s .

F. D. along with some o f the fa c u lty  members moved in to  th e  

new o f f ic e  f a c i l i t i e s  during th e  summer months. This move gave

An Open Doors to  New Horizons: Douglass High School {Okla
homa C ity : Douglass High School, [1955]), p. 12. See, Oklahoma 
C ity  Times, 28 Ju ly  1954.

Oklahoma C ity Times, 28 Ju ly  1954.
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leeway f o r  the  old Douglass Junior and Senior High School s i t e  to  

be used as Moon Jun io r  High School, with William Johnson as prin

c ip a l .^ ^

N evertheless , s tudents  observed the v iv id ly  colored decor of 

the  school planned by committees s e t  up by F. D. to  study the d i f 

fe re n t  areas  w ithin the bu ild ings .  These committees were composed 

o f  c i t i z e n s  o f  the  community and teachers  o f  th e  fa c u l ty  who knew 

and understood the  problems o f  the black s tu d en ts .  They had re 

ported t h e i r  needs and d es ire s  fo r  the  school p la n t  to  the central 

o f f ic e s  o f  the  adm in is tra t ion .  As f a r  as was p ra c t icab le  the sug

gestions o f  th e se  committees had been followed in completing the 

13
functional p la n t .

The classroom sec tion  of the Douglass High School co n s ti tu te s  

a two s to ry  s t ru c tu re  with the remainder o f  th e  p lan t as a one 

s to ry  des ign . The b as ic  s t ru c tu ra l  frame o f  th e  bu ild ing  is  re in 

forced concre te  fo r  f lo o r s ,  s la b s ,  beams and columns. The floors  

o f  the p la n t  are covered with a spha lt  t i l e ,  with the  exception of 

those in  r e s t  rooms, locker rooms, kitchen and auditorium. The 

roof o f  th e  bu ild ing  i s  without the use o f  parapet walls  and has

l^lbid.

L. George, Ph.D. "Oklahoma C ity 's  M agnificien t Douglass
Senior High School," American School Board Jo u rn a l, Ju ly  1955,
p . 33.
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ample expansion jo i n t s .^ *

The e x te r io r  o f  the school has th ree-toned  co loring  with l i g h t  

colored b r ic k  in  the  classroom section  and p a r ts  o f  the  auditorium. 

Deep red b r ick  and brown sy n th e t ic  g ran ite  in  the  o f f ic e  a rea ,  hall 

and auditorium entrances acuates the  l i g h t  b r ick .^ ^

The f i r s t  f lo o r  of the  academic u n i t  i s  composed o f  classrooms 

with e ig h t  in terchangeable  in s t ru c t io n a l  a re a s .  The second f lo o r  

has in s t ru c t io n a l  areas  c o n s t i tu t in g  two biology rooms; a greenhouse; 

physics room; chemistry room; a business department to  accommodate 

stenography, typ ing ,  bookkeeping, and business machines; as well as 

d i s t r i b u t iv e  education and d iv e rs i f i e d  occupation d isp lay  a reas .

Classroom fe a tu re s  include: a c o u s t ic a l ly  t r e a te d  c e i l in g s ,  

woodwork f in ish e d  in  natura l l i g h t  co lo r ,  lockers  fo r  te a c h e rs ,  green 

chalkboard and tan  tack  boards with map r a i l  a ttachm ents. Book 

s h e l f  space and map storage are  a p a r t  o f  th e  v e n t i la to r s  in each 

classroom. An e l e c t r i c  clock and f lag  b rackets  are in s ta l l e d  in  each 

classroom. The classroom used fo r  typing in s t ru c t io n  has e l e c t r i c  

tim ers fo r  p r a c t ic e .  Several classrooms have prov is ions  fo r  v isual 

education/*^

1*Ibid. 

’ ®Ibid.

I ^ l b i d . ,  p. 35. 

Î Ibid.
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The homemaking wing con ta ins  two a r t  rooms with no rths ide  

l ig h t in g .  The home t r a in in g  s u i t e  inc ludes  a c lo th ing  la b o ra to ry ,  

community c e n te r ,  food labo ra to ry  with vinyl-covered metal k itchen 

cab inets  o f  f iv e  d i f f e r e n t  c o lo rs ,  a master k itchen , d ining room,

18
bedroom, f i r e p la c e  in  the l iv in g  a re a ,  and an area fo r  cosmetology.

The c o r r id o r 's  f lo o rs  are  a sp h a lt  t i l e  with c e i l in g s  o f  f i s 

sured acous tica l t i l e .  The w alls  of the  co rrido rs  are glazed t i l e  

brick  with g lass  windows f o r  l i g h t .  Display areas and show cases 

a re  placed along th e  c o r r id o rs .  Along the  co rrido rs  are lockers  

15"xl5"x50" high. Inside th e  lockers a re  u n i ts  fo rw astepaper and 

f i r e  ex t in g u ish e rs .  Standard items along the  co rr ido rs  are  recessed  

f lo o r  mats and double faced e l e c t r i c  c locks. Removable mull ions

near th e  music room allows la rg e  openings fo r  passage o f  pianos and

19
la rge  instrum ents when tran sp o r te d  to  an outside pa tio  and s tag e .

The windowless auditorium con ta ins  a lobby consis ting  o f  d i s 

play a re a s ,  a s t a g e ,  rooms fo r  stage c r a f t  and stage p roperty ,  

d ress ing  rooms, f iv e  sound t r e a te d  p ra c t ic e  rooms f o r  music, band 

ins trum en ts ,  room and s to rage  f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  choral robes ,  reco rd 

ing room. L i t t l e  Theater w ith s tage  and dressing rooms, a music 

theory room, speech room w ith  s tag e ,  music l i b r a r y ,  l i s t e n in g  a re a ,  

o f f ic e  fo r  music i n s t r u c to r s ,  check rooms f o r  wraps, public

l^ibid.
19

Ib id . See Oklahoma C ity Times, 7 September 1954.



293

telephone booths, t i c k e t  s ta t io n s  and a catwalk fo r  access to  c e i l 

ing l i g h t s .  Special fe a tu re s  o f  th i s  a re a ,  as ide  from being segre

gated from th e  r e s t  o f  the p la n t  by p l a s t i c  fo ld ing  doors, inc ludes : 

pub lic  d ress ing  rooms, lounge, room fo r  maid custodial he lp ,  check 

room fo r  c lo th e s ,  p ic tu re  p ro jec tio n  room, peep holes on each s id e  

o f  the stage procession a rch , piano s to ra g e ,  e levated  sea ts  in  band 

and choral music, a rea  fo r  pub lic  meetings and permanent music s t a f f  

l in e s  on chalkboards in  the band, c h o ra l ,  and music theory  rooms.

The sea ting  o f  the  auditorium i s  s i tu a te d  on one f lo o r .  Both th e

la rge  auditorium and the  L i t t l e  Theater are  a co u s t ica l ly  t r e a te d .

20
This area was constructed  so t h a t  a i r  condition ing  may be added.

The ad m in is tra t iv e  s u i t e  i s  lo ca ted  ad jacen t to  the  tw o-story  

classroom u n i t .  This area c o n s is ts  o f  the  general o f f ic e  with a 

v a u l t ,  record room, room fo r  cen tra l  intercommunication ins trum en t,  

miemograph and supply room, s to rage  room, room f o r  coats and wraps, 

o f f ic e s  f o r  the  p r in c ip a l ,  s e c r e t a r i e s ,  a s s i s t a n t  p r in c ip a l ,  two 

guidance o f f i c e s ,  evening p r in c i p a l ' s  o f f i c e ,  and the s t a f f  confer

ence room. Space i s  provided f o r  the  s tuden t body o f f ic e  in  the  

classroom u n i t ,  with a s tuden t s to re  and conference room, health  

s u i t e ,  s t a t e  textbook s to ra g e ,  head cu s to d ian 's  o f f i c e ,  and a 

te ach e r  planning c e n te r .  The PBX telephone board, master clock and

2(1
N. L. George, Ph.D. "Oklahoma C ity 's  M agnificien t Douglass

S enior High School," p . 33.
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21
program instruments are located In the  general o f f ic e  a rea .

Steam heat i s  generated from the b o i l e r  room. An ou ts ide  in

c in e ra to r  i s  t i e d  in to  the b o i l e r  s ta c k .  A transform er v a u l t ,  

o f f ic e ,  work counter f o r  custodians, shower and bath f a c i l i t i e s  are

a p a r t  o f  t h i s  area . Large a rea s  o f  th e  p la n t  are  equipped with

22
zone contro l heating so tha t they may be operated separa te ly .

Building f a c i l i t i e s  include rest-room s with ceramic t i l e

f lo o r s ,  glazed t i l e  w alls ,  metal p a r t i t i o n s ,  mirrors and vitreous

china f ix t u r e s .  Custodial rooms which a re  provided fo r  both male

and female contain slop s inks , s h e lv e s ,  spaces fo r  hanging mops with

la v a to r ie s  and shower f a c i l i t i e s  in designated a rea s ,  space fo r

23
e x t ra  f u r n i tu re  and custodial and in s t ru c t io n a l  supplied .

The ad jacen t social hall and c a f e te r i a  are divided by p la s t ic  

fo ld ing  c u r ta in s .  This allows space f o r  te a c h e r 's  dining room, 

commercial cooking in s tru c t io n ,  a committee room, v e n t i la te d  and 

r e f r ig e ra te d  storage rooms, lobby, t o i l e t  rooms, and c a fe te r ia  

k itchen . The c a fe te r ia  kitchen a re a ,  which i s  completely separated 

from the dining room area by s l id in g  doo rs ,  has classrooms fo r  in 

s t r u c t io n ,  refuge, food s to rage, o f f i c e ,  d ish  s to rag e ,  and locker 

rooms. Within th i s  a rea  are the  snack b a r ,  cold water s ta t io n s .

Z^Ibid .

Z ^ Ib id . ,  p. 56. 

Z^Ibid.
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p la n te r  boxes, book s h e lv es ,  clothes hanging f a c i l i t i e s ,  washing

f a c i l i t i e s ,  and continuous windows along the south wall overlooking 

24
the  adjacent court .

Furniture  and equipment in the classrooms co n s is ts  o f  a

te a c h e r 's  desk and c h a i r .  Extra cha irs  are ava i lab le  fo r  v i s i t o r s .

Throughout the  p lan t th re e  v a r ie t ie s  of student desks are provided.

These inc lude: ch a irs  with la rge  ta b le  arms, trapezoidal ta b le s

with c h a i r s ,  and s tandard  ta b le s  with l ib r a r y  c h a ir s .  One la rge

ta b le  i s  included fo r  conferences and a legal s iz e  f i l i n g  cabinet

with lock. Furnishings provided are blond in  co lo r .  Furnishings

and equipment were se lec ted  fo r  f l e x i b i l i t y  and f i t t i n g  in to  the

co lo r  scheme. F lorescent l ig h t in g  in s ta l l e d  in the in s tru c t io n a l

areas  throughout the bu ild ings  aid in  accommodating evening a c t iv -

25
i t i e s  and most e sp e c ia l ly  evening educational c la sse s .

The F i r s t  Assembly 

On September 13, 1954, F. D. w aited  in  the auditorium of the 

new Douglass High School as s tudents  composed o f  the record break

ing enrollment rushed in  to  occupy th e  se a ts  e sp ec ia l ly  arranged 

f o r  comfort. S tuden t 's  eyes were upon the s ty l i s h  a rray  o f  colors 

and o b je c ts .  As they s ta red  a t  the angled l i g h t s  from the c e i l in g ,  

i t  seemed as i f  they were placed beams. The spark ling  glow and the

^ ^ Ib id . ,  p. 35.

Z ^ Ib id ., p. 36
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l i g h t  blue cu r ta in s  added a new modern look to  the s ta g e .  Each s tu 

dent recognized the s lan t in g  f lo o r s ,  because o f  the  d i f f i c u l t y  o f

26
maintaining a steady pace as they progressed toward th e  f ro n t .

F. D. opened the  specia l assembly with a p rayer. He i n t r o 

duced h is  43 s t a f f  members and gave d e ta i le d  information perta in ing  

to  c la s s e s ,  teachers  and schedules. He then spoke o f  "The Land of 

Beginning Again," s t re s s in g  (1) the  kind o f  music d es ired  fo r  the

c a f e t e r i a ,  (2) public opinion o f  s tu d e n ts '  conduct and (3) a divided 

27school session .

With regard to  the  l a t t e r ,  F. D. emphasized a d ivided school 

sess ion  or a two session  school held r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  f o r  both teachers  

and s tu d en ts .  When e i th e r  leaves the  grounds a t  noon, though they 

come back, i t  may seem to  someone who does not know to  be purely 

unimportant. But, he s t a t e d ,  "Realizing the  circumstances o f  our

26
The Douglass Informer, Oklahoma City: Douglass High School, 

1954, pp. 2-4.

Z^ibid.

"Forty -th ree  fa c u l ty  members g ree ted  the  Douglass s tuden ts  in 
t h e i r  new school. These were: Wyatt F. J e l t z ,  a s s i s t a n t  p r in c ip a l ;  
Walter E. Seward, L. Marie Robertson, Lola Alexander, Louis B. Wash
in g to n ,  Minerva A. S lo ss ,  T. Odessa Temple, Evelyn R. Strong, Augusta 
P. Morgan, George L. Buford, Geneva Johnson, Erma M. Moore, Sara Jane 
B e l l ,  Margaret A. Dabney, Maurice Benefee, Sherman M. H arr is ,  Viola 
J .  McClinton, Charles C. Miles, Jake A. Diggs, G. Douglas Waterford, 
Jessye J .  Moore, Cornelius Pittm an, N a ta l ie  J .  Watson, E lla  Lee Cle
ment, H illa rd  H. Sharp, Otis 0. Lawrence, Goldie D. Moore, Thelma B. 
Tilman, Neil P ie rce ,  Geraldine A. W illiams, Gladys M. Tomlin, Dorothy 
B u rn e t t ,  Zelma R. Love, Moses F. M il le r ,  Paul L. S trong , G. M. Dodson, 
Lawrence C. Dorden, A lbert B. Howard, Leroy 0. Alexander, Alphonzo 
Pyle , Lee F. Wiley and Major B. T a l ton ."  See An Open Door to  New 
Horizons: Douglass High School, p . 12.
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schoo l,  with adequate f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  a l l ,  th e re  i s  no need fo r  th i s

28
two session  schoo l."

In add ition  to  F. D. Moon posing th e  q u es tio n ,  "What sh a ll  we

change or improve?" P. D. suggested:

(1) Teachers must r e a l iz e  t h a t  teach ing  i s  an a l l  day respon
s i b i l i t y ;  (2) Permits must be go tten  t o  leave the  grounds a t  
lunch tim e, s tuden ts  must use a v a i la b le  forms fo r  requests  
and reques ts  w ill be granted fo r  good causes and respec tab le  
places; (3) All food must be eaten in  the c a f e te r ia  whether 
bought th e re  o r  not . . .  . We must improve the  e th ic s  o f  
s tu d en t- teac h e r  re la t io n sh ip s  to  one o f  mutual re sp e c t  and 
reverence. I have my own a n t ic ip a t io n  of knowing s tuden ts  
personally  . . . .  Students c a l l in g  teachers  by t h e i r  l a s t  
names shows courtesy s t i l l  pays . . . .  Love the fu l f i l lm e n t  
o f  law, and develop an app rec ia tion  f o r  your school property. 
The s i t e  and FFA stadium c o s t  $450,000, completed new con
s t ru c t io n  $1,300,000, gymnasium $450,000, swimming pool 
$230,000, l ib ra ry  $110,000 and equipment over $210,000, mak
ing a t o t a l  of $2,750,000.29

He then challenged the s tu d en ts :

Do you deserve th i s ?  Not un less  you keep i t  and see th a t  we 
turn  over a new l e a f  in the care o f  i t .  Will you mar i t s  
beauty and show you are unworthy o f  b e a u t i f ic a t io n  planned?

With a l l  o f  th i s  investment f o r  you , who i s  i t  who w ill  mar 
i t s  fu rn i tu re  and fee l i t  too  much to  support the  whole pro
gram, including  the c a fe te r ia ?  Must th e re  be a lowering of 
our s tandards o f  music to  g e t  support?  Is th e re  someone who 
cannot f in d  pleasure  in a wholesome atmosphere o f  beauty?
Will you help?

Whatever changes, we hope w il l  be o f  our own recogn ition .  
Sometimes change must be forced -  -  r e s t r i c t i o n  fo r  those who 
are s t in g y  in  lo y a l ty  -  - too  much rece iv ed ,  too l i t t l e  given.

oo
F. D. Moon, The Land of Beginning Again," 1954, F. D. Moon 

Personal Papers.

2*Ibid.
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Today, I have s e t  f o r th  a goal fo r  our land of beginning 
again . I am d e l ib e ra te  and determined. I t  must be accom
p lished .  How sh a ll  I count you?

I sha ll  be g ra te fu l  f o r  whatever support from fa c u l ty  o r  
s tuden ts  who may vo lun tee r  to  turn  a new le a f ,  bu ild  more 
s t a t e ly  mansions. Will you help or hinder? The p la n t  i s  
not enough. Shall we b u i ld  a new mansion of s p i r i t . 30

Curriculum and A c t iv i t ie s

During the  1954-1955 school y e a r ,  the curriculum a t  Douglass

developed in to  a comprehensive program. Guidance, Languages, Fine

A rts ,  Social S tu d ie s ,  Business Education, Science, Mathematics,

Physical T rain ing , Home A r ts ,  Vocational Training, In d u s tr ia l  A rts ,

Student A c t i v i t i e s ,  Special S e rv ice s ,  and Adult Education made up

the  comprehensive program as explained by F. D.:

Douglass High School i s  a comprehensive type of high school, 
meaning th a t  we make prov is ions  fo r  the  academic and voca
t io n a l  needs o f  youth in  th e  same i n s t i t u t i o n .  In a soc ie ty  
already too  much divided by c la s s ,  i t  seemed bes t to  provide 
f o r  the imperative needs o f  young people without in te n s i fy 
ing c la ss  by separa ting  youth in to  so -ca lled  vocational and 
academic high schools .

Under the  comprehensive high school system we meet the  needs 
o f  our s tuden ts  through fourteen  vocational courses meeting 
from two to  th re e  hours d a i ly .  They are  auto mechanics, 
b rick  masonry, commercial a r t ,  d r a f t in g ,  upholstery , f u r n i 
tu re  b u i ld in g ,  b a r te r in g ,  commercial cooking, cosmetology, 
p r in t in g ,  t a i l o r i n g ,  r a d io ,  carpentry and cabinet making, 
s e c r e ta r ia l  p ra c t ic e  and vocational dressmaking.

In the  academic o f fe r in g  we include s u f f i c i e n t  mathematics, 
such as advanced a lgebra  and trigonom etry, to  q u a l ify  s tu 
dents fo r  en te r ing  schools  o f  engineering. We meet modern 
language requirements and o f f e r  ample courses to  meet

3 ° ib id .
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s t r i c t  requirements in  science; in  the a r t  o f  public  speaking, 
we are almost na t iona lly  famous. In the f i e ld  of music, s t u 
dents have t h e i r  needs met through courses in  chorus, harmony, 
music a p p rec ia t io n ,  and instrum ental music. In o th e r  f i e l d s ,  
the fundamentals are met through English, soc ia l s tu d ie s ,  a r t ,  
bookkeeping, home management, economics, Negro h is to ry  and 
several o th e r  functional cou rses .

In our comprehensive high school these  needs are met under a 
common name Douglass High School. They have a common school 
song, "Dear Douglass"; they play in the same band; they sing 
in the same chorus; students a re  advised by the  same counse
lo r s ;  and a l l  r e c i te  the same creed and pledge a l leg iance  to  
the same American flag.^*

In October 1954, the f i r s t  homecoming foo tba ll  a c t i v i t y  was 

held by the  new high school. Students were dismissed following a 

homecoming assembly in  the auditorium to  allow p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  the  

homecoming parade assembled a t  N ortheast Fourth an High, routed 

through the  black community and disbanded a t  Bath and Seventh S t r e e t .  

Other homecoming a c t i v i t i e s  included the  crowning o f  queens and 

rep re sen ta t iv e s  o f  organizations of Douglass. These included "Miss 

Homecoming," "Mr. and Miss Senior," "Miss Y-Teen," "Miss A r t ,"  "Miss

D. Moon, "What Kind o f  School i s  Douglass?" in  An Open 
Door to  New Horizons, p. 6.

"As ea r ly  as 1930, the  American high school was f a i r l y  well 
e s tab l ish ed  as an in s t i tu t i o n  en ro l l in g  adolescents from a l l  kinds 
of backgrounds and o ffe r ing  an e n t i r e  range of su b jec ts .  Despite 
the con trovers ies  which surrounded i t  as a social i n s t i t u t i o n ,  th e  
high school seemed to  function a s  an agent of social and c u l tu ra l  
in te g ra t io n ,  a p lace where students learned  s tud ies  in common, mixed
s o c ia l ly ,  and p a r t ic ip a te d  in common a c t i v i t i e s . "  See Gerald Gutek, in
An H is to r ica l  In troduction  to  Ameri c an Education, (New York: Thomas
Y. Crowell Company, 1970), p. 83.
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English," "Hi-Y Sweetheart,"  and "Miss Trojan.

The Douglass T ro ja n 's ,  coached by M. F. M ille r ,  A. S. Pyle and 

J .  A. Diggs, coach and a s s is ta n t  coaches re s p e c t iv e ly ,  played the 

f i r s t  homecoming game fo r  the new school w ith  the Muskogee Bulldogs. 

Since 1951, th e  Douglass Trojans had held th e  Big Three Champion

ship and in add ition  had th i r t y - f i v e  consecutive winning games to  

th e i r  c r e d i t .  By the  end of the school term , in 1954, th e  unde

feated  Douglass Trojans had 40 consecutive winning games to  t h e i r  

c r e d i t  and was Oklahoma C ity 's  only a l l - v ic to r io u s  high school team.^^

The f i r s t  Douglass yearbook, "The Trojan ,"  was published under 

the supervision o f  th e  student council with s tuden ts  Ruby Hardeman, 

e d i to r  in c h ie f ,  and E ff ie  Dean Taylor, a s s i s t a n t  e d i to r .  The theme 

fo r  the  annual was based on the "sleek new p lan t  provided fo r  th e  

Douglass s tuden ts .

To meet the  requirements o f  the  English L i te ra tu re  c l a s s e s ,  

s tuden ts  o f  the  English V class u t i l i z e d  the  L i t t l e  Theater. Various 

scenes were enacted by the s tudents  dep ic ting  several periods o f  

English L i te ra tu re .  For example, readings were done by s tuden ts  

from th e  epic Beowulf. In the i n t e r e s t  o f  th e  medieval 

p er iod , s tudents  read and studied the  works o f  Geoffrey Chaucer,

32
Black D ispatch , 23 October 1954; D aily Oklahoman, 1 December

1954.

^^Black D ispatch , 23 October 1954.

^Oklahoma C ity Times, 31 May 1955.
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often c a l le d  Father o f  English Poetry . The Elizabethan e ra  was rep

resented by the study o f  William Shakespeare, English poet and 

dramatist.^®

Early in January 1955, members o f  th e  1951 sen io r  c la s s  o f  

Douglass and t h e i r  sponsor, Bert V. Wadkins, inspected the  b e a u t i f i 

cation p ro je c t  of the  new sch o o l 's  campus. Their i n t e r e s t  stemmed 

from a $1,066.11 g i f t  l e f t  by the  1951 sen io rs  fo r  shrubbery and 

plan ts  fo r  the new school. In f a c t ,  th e  $1,066.11 g i f t  by the  

1951 c lass  had re su l ted  in  a big-1eague b e a u t if ic a t io n  p ro je c t  based 

on a modest budget and the  cooperation o f  some white Capitol Hill 

High School s tu d en ts .  This co-operative  scheme was believed  by some 

to  be the f i r s t  of i t s  kind in th e  h is to ry  o f  education in  Oklahoma. 

The s i tu a t io n  stood t h a t  F. D. and h is  bu ild ing  committee had a 

l i t t l e  money and a d e s i r e  to  see landscaping s ta r te d  during the  

ideal season. Herb "Farmer" Jones ,  veteran  landscaper and FAA in 

s t r u c to r  a t  Capitol H i l l ,  had young workmen who needed p ra c t ic a l  

experience in add ition  to  t h e i r  classroom agronomy and h o r t ic u l tu re  

s tu d ie s .  With the  Board o f  Education 's  approval a plan was formed. 

The Capitol H i l l ' s  FAA morning work a t  Douglass became a c la s s  pro

j e c t .  A fte r  school hours many worked f o r  hourly wages, helping to  

d ig ,  ba ll  and burlap shrubs a t  th e  several local n u rse r ies  where

^^Black D ispatch, 29 January 1955.

^^Black D ispatch, 8 January 1955.
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m ate r ia ls  were purchased. They planted Nandinas and Japonica t r e e s  

along the west s ide  o f  the  classroom and adm in is tra t ion  areas; s ix 

ty - fo u r  Japanese Quince and Boston Ivy on th e  west s id e  o f  the long 

c o r r id o r  o f  th e  school; and Oregon Holly was planted around the 

auditorium and music room s i t e s .  Meanwhile, vocational teacher Neal 

P ierce and h is  s tuden ts  a t  Douglass designed and made a n e t t in g

frame on which the  ivy emerged forming a diamond shaped pattern

37along the sweeping, unbroken f ro n t  w all .

The Douglass O ffice Club, composed o f  approximately fo r ty -

th re e  s tu d e n ts ,  was organized under the  sponsorship o f  Mrs. Gladys

E. Tomlin. These s tuden ts  volunteered t h e i r  serv ices  w ithin the

ad m in is tra t iv e  s u i t e ,  f o r  the purpose o f  improving the  e ff ic iency

38
o f  the  general o f f ic e  se rv ice .

Gym Opening

In January 1955, Douglass High School opened i t s  new $430,000 

gymnasium. The gym has a s tuden t capacity  o f  2,300. The main 

f lo o r  o f  th e  new gym i s  100' x 112' when cleared fo r  u t i l i z a t i o n .  

This includes a playing court o f  94' x 50 ' with S' on a l l  s ides 

a f t e r  the  fo ld in g  b leachers  are  extended. Two 42' x 74' courts  are 

av a i lab le  f o r  physical educational purposes when the  e l e c t r i c  fo ld 

ing door i s  c losed . There are two tempered glass backstops

Oklahoma City Times. 20 November 1954.

^^Black D ispatch , 15 January 1955.
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in s ta l l e d  f o r  o f f i c i a l  matched games and four portab le  backstops 

are i n s t a l l e d  fo r  physical education. Special fe a tu re s  include 

the lobby with b u l l e t in  boards, t i c k e t  booths, pub lic  telephone 

s t a l l s ,  trophy cases ,  wall photo mounting s t r i p s ,  and in-wall cus

p idors .  Other specia l f e a tu re s  include drinking fountains a t  each 

end o f  the  gym f lo o r  and provisions fo r  broadcasting, wall-hung 

s a n i ta ry  f a c i l i t i e s ,  hand r a i l s ,  metal sa fe ty  nosing, m irrors  in 

d ress ing  areas and kick p la te s  on the doors are standard f ix tu r e s .  

Rubber mats a t  en tra n ces ,  e l e c t r i c  water co o le rs ,  an a rea  fo r  

c leaning  shoes, arm, l e g ,  and hip bath ,  and a separa te  sound r e 

inforcement connected to  the  inner communication system are also  

39
specia l f e a tu re s .

The f i r s t  f lo o r  includes boys' and g i r l s '  locker rooms with 

towel s to ra g e ,  rest-room f a c i l i t i e s ,  drying rooms ad jacen t to  the 

swimming pool, cu s tod ians ' c lo se ts ,  s torage a rea ,  an o f f ic e  fo r  

physical education d i r e c to r s  equipped with f i r s t - a i d  equipment, 

shower and rest-room spaces .  Incorporated on the f i r s t  f lo o r  i s  

the boys ' 19' x 25' c o r re c t iv e  gymnasium, s torage fo r  yard to o ls ,  

and pu b lic  rest-rooms f o r  men and women adjacent to  the  lobby.

The second f lo o r  o f  the  gym has space fo r  mechanical equip

ment, a game room, concession kitchen with an e l e c t r i c  food warming

39
N. L. George, "Oklahoma C ity 's  M agnificient Douglass

Senior High School," pp. 35-36.

* ° Ib id .
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u n i t ,  pub lic  rest-room s, custod ians ' c l o s e t ,  and areas f o r  rec re 

a t ional purposes when fo ld ing  sea ts  are s tacked . These areas are  

provided with dropped screens from the c e i l in g  to  the  f lo o r  fo r  

p ro tec tion  and control o f  play equipment. The a c o u s t ic a l ly  t r e a te d

c e i l in g  con ta ins  recessed l i g h ts  serviced from a catwalk located 

41
above le v e l .

Floors o f  the gymnasium are o f  white c le a r  northern  grown

maple. The wood in the  e n t i r e  building i s  pressure t r e a te d ,  wol-

manized o r  vacuum tre a te d  woodlife. The w alls  in the  gymnasium

proper a re  b r ick  and aggregate blocks. Walls in  showers and d re s s -

42
ing rooms are glazed t i l e  with ceramic t i l e  f lo o r s .

The opening of th e  gymnasium, with F. D. throwing the f i r s t

b a l l ,  was marked with a n igh t basketball game between Muskogee and

the Douglass Trojans. According to  one re p o r t  i t  a l so  marked:

. . .  a g rea t  s tep  forward in the evolution o f  basketba ll a t  
Douglass. In the  old Douglass loca ted  on East C a l ifo rn ia ,  
basketba ll  had i t s  beginning with outdoor courts  and home
made uniforms. When the  s i t e  of Douglass was moved from 
C a l ifo rn ia  to  600 North High S tre e t ,  a new gymnasium modern 
in  every respec t made i t s  appearance. Basketball was new 
and did no t pay fo r  i t s e l f ,  depending la rg e ly  on fo o tb a l l  
to  pay the  way. An appreciation fo r  the sport developed 
ra p id ly  and qu ite  a number o f  championships were won. Young 
people who knew basketba ll  grew to  manhood and served to  be 
the  bes t  customers o f  b a sk e tb a l l .43

^ h b i d . ,  p. 36.

4 2 lb id .

*^Black D ispatch. 8 January 1955.
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In f a c t ,  the  featu red  p resen ta tion  fo r  the  gymnasium's opening 

n ight was the f i r s t  boys' and g i r l s '  basketball teams o f  Douglass 

Junior Senior High School organized in 1921 as the "Red Machines"; 

the f i r s t  Douglass Trojans, organized in 1934; the Douglass National 

Championship team o f  1945; and the 1949 team.**

**Ibid.

Honors were given to Douglass Pioneers o f  basketba ll during 
the opening of the  new Gym in  1955.

Honoree fo r  the g i r l s '  basketball team organized in 1921 was 
i t s  coach, Mrs. Eudaily Temple. Members o f  the  team were Maybell 
W èster, Leeoshia H arris  (Mrs. F. D. Moon), Eloise T i l l r y ,  Espanola 
Dunn, P. G. Jones, Beulah Bunn, Elizabeth Canty, Addie S e ib les ,  
J e s s ie  E l l i s ,  Vivian Wells, Ester Stevens and Ida Bailey. During 
th i s  era  the Red Machines g i r l ' s  team won state-championships among 
the separate  schools fo r  s ix  s t r a ig h t  years .  Mrs. Temple remained 
the coach un ti l  th e  school was re loca ted  in 1934 on Sixth  and High.

Honorées fo r  the boy's "Red Machine" basketball team organ
ized in 1924, were Mrs. Eudaily Temple and Mr. Lucius McGee (then 
deceased) as coaches. Honored members of th i s  team were Sercy 
Bailey, Louie B ailey , W illie  Perry, Roosevelt H arr is ,  James Cotton, 
W illie  Jones, Samuel Moore, Lonnie Stroud, Hansel Amos, Elihue 
Sharpe and W illis  Montgomery.

Other honorées f o r  the  evening were the Douglass High School 
Trojans, organized in 1934. This e ra  marked the f i r s t  indoor games 
fo r  the  Douglass School. The honorées included Henry "Runt" John
son, coach, and members of the  team: Johnny Knox, William Neal, 
James Armstead, James Lydia, and 01 l i e  Williams.

Between 1934-1945, Douglass had had one national champion 
team. The honorées fo r  t h i s  era  were Vernon "Skip" McCain, coach, 
along with members of the  team, Nathaniel Taylor, C l i f fo rd  Stevens, 
Benjamin Honeybus, Carl Carter and Cuney Nelson. S ta te  Champion
ship t i t l e s  were won by the Douglass Trojans in  1945 and 1949. 
Honorées fo r  these  championship t i t l e s  were Moses F. "Pie Yi" 
M ille r ,  coach fo r  both years  and s t i l l  coach in  1955, along with 
members o f  the 1946 team, Carl C a r te r ,  C liffo rd  Stevens, Clarence 
G r i f f in ,  Edward Gosa, Cuney Nelson, Henry Newton and Wilbert 
Williams. The honored team of 1949 were: Charles Nelson, Donald 
Burns, Calvin Williams, Foreman Littleman, Elmer Robertson and 
Robert Caruthers. Ib id .
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Library Opening and 
The Big Move

In March 1955, rep re sen ta t iv e s  from the  Board o f  Education 

inspected the l ib r a ry  o f  the new school and gave approval f o r  F.

D. and s t a f f  to  u t i l i z e  i t s  f a c i l i t i e s . ^ ^  Features o f  th e  l i 

brary included s h e l f  space f o r  12,000 varied s ize  books, a s tock

room with sink and rest-room f a c i l i t i e s ,  a l ib r a r ia n  o f f i c e ,  

d ischarge desk, d isp lay  f a c i l i t i e s ,  space fo r  p e r io d ica ls  and a 

reading room. Adjacent to  the  reading room o f  the l i b r a r y  i s  an

audio-v isual room fo r  showing o f  film s and storage of aud io-v isua l 

46
m a te r ia ls .

The c e i l in g  o f  the  l i b r a r y  is  t r e a te d  with aco u s tica l  mater

i a l s .  The walls are o f  b r ic k ,  aggregate block and g la s s .  The 

f lo o rs  of the l ib r a ry  are  a grade "C" asp h a lt  t i l e .  Shelving and 

woodwork are  f in ish e d  with a na tu ra l  varnish and s t a i n .  The main 

lobby o f  the  l ib r a r y  was designed to  s e a t  80 students around 

study ta b le s .  The browsing room accommodates sea ting  f o r  30 s tu 

dents and is  separated  from th e  reading area by a low book s tack .

The area  has th ree  l ib r a r y  conference rooms separated by one g la ss

47
p a r t i t i o n  and fo ld ing  door.

L. George to  F. D. Moon, 1955, F. D. Moon's Personal 
Papers , Oklahoma C ity , Oklahoma.

L. George, "Oklahoma C ity 's  M agnificent Douglass
S enior High School," p. 36.

47%bid.
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F. D. immediately organized the  move in to  the  l i b r a r y  with 

the  English Club members in charge. This e f f o r t  was known through

out the  p la n t  as th e  "Big Move." S ta t io n s  f o r  the  "Big Move" were 

in  the  conference room, which had been u t i l i z e d  u n t i l  th e  comple

t io n  o f  th e  l i b r a r y ,  and the l i b r a r y .  S tuden ts ' r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  

fo r  these  areas  as designated by F. D. were English Club s tuden ts  

under the  d i r e c t io n  o f  t h e i r  sponsor and the  school l i b r a r i a n .

The s tuden ts  handed books to  the  movers in  proper o rder  from th e

conference room and accompanied the movers to  the  l i b r a r y  d i re c t in g

4 8
them to  proper s t a t io n s  and checking fo r  proper placement.

The day o f  "The Big Move" students were fu rn ished  name la b e ls .  

Students formed a l i n e  beginning a t  the north end o f th e  c i r c u la 

t io n  desk, passed w est then south out o f  the  conference room, 

north  down the  hall t o  the  l i b r a r y ,  then west and d i r e c t ly  to  areas 

prepared f o r  t h e i r  books. Students properly  deposited  books on 

sh e lv es ,  passed through the ou ts ide  l i b r a r y  en tran ce ,  reen tered  

by way o f  the  west door o f  the  classroom b u ild in g ,  passed south 

then west u n t i l  they reached the  th i rd  f lo o r ,  en tered  th e  th i rd

f lo o r  and waited f o r  f u r th e r  d ire c t io n s  . . .  . At th e  end o f  th e
4Q

"Big Move," F. D. in v i te d  th e  s tuden t movers t o  "have a Coke."

Papers.
^®F. D. Moon, "The Big Move," 1955, F. D. Moon's Personal

*9 lb id .
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Completion o f  th e  Swimming Pool 

During May 1955, the Douglass High School's  swinming pool was 

completed. I t  c a r r i e s  an o v e r-a l l  s i z e  o f  71 '6" x 105"2" with a 

se a t in g  accommodation fo r  350 s p e c ta to r s ,  and a s tandard s ize  pool 

o f  75'2" by 3 6 '.  Glass in the  o f f ic e  wall allows fu l l  view o f  the  

pool by in s t ru c to r s  a t  a l l  t im es. Chalkboards, tackboards ,  in -w all 

d rink ing  fo u n ta in s ,  a cuspidor, s to rage space f o r  su p p lie s ,  a cus

to d ia n s '  room with a slop s in k ,  f lo o rs  o f  ceramic t i l e ,  walls  of 

g lazed  s t ru c tu ra l  t i l e ,  sound t re a te d  ce i l in g s  with perfo ra ted  as

bes to s  board, covered baseboards, and underwater e l e c t r i c a l  l i g h t 

ing  are  p a r t  o f  th e  a rea .  The idea o f  the  underwater l ig h ts  which 

r e f l e c t  co lors  came from the  Beverly H il ls  High School, Beverly

H i l l s ,  C a l ifo rn ia .  I t s  completion was in  time f o r  the  dedication
50

o f  the  Douglass p la n t .

• Douglass High School's  Dedication 

On May 1, 1955, a t  3:30 P.M. 2,000 persons gathered a t  the  

new Douglass Auditorium fo r  the  dedication  o f  the  f i r s t  black high 

school in  Oklahoma C ity . Of t h i s  day J .  Chester Swanson, superin

te n d en t o f  Oklahoma City  pub lic  schoo ls ,  s ta te d :

Today we th in k  o f  t h i s  bu ild ing .  I t  i s  b e a u t i fu l .  I t  re p re 
sen ts  a la rg e  investment in  pub lic  funds. I t  i s  the  r e s u l t

50
N. L. George, "Oklahoma C ity 's  M agnificent Douglass.

S en io r High School," p . 36. Also Black D ispatch, 24 May 1957.
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of a cooperative e f f o r t  o f  industry , government, the  public  
and education . We a l l  re jo ice  in  the successful culmina
t io n  o f  th i s  e f f o r t .  However, in  the p leasure  and p ride  o f  
i t s  r e a l i t y  we should not fa il  to  recognize and accept the  
r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  i t  e n t a i l s  — a r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  to  continue 
coopera tive ly ,  as a community, to  e f f e c t iv e ly  use these  
f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  the  betterment o f  mankind. I would l ik e  fo r  
a l l  those who are  a p a r t  o f  Oklahoma City Public Schools to  
pledge with me th a t  we w ill use a l l  of the s k i l l ,  the  i n 
te l l ig e n c e  and the  energy a t  our command to  develop and 
maintain an educational program within these  walls th a t  
w ill  c rea te  fu tu re  c i t iz e n s  s k i l l f u l  with hands, a l e r t  in  
mind and dedicated to  a l l  that i s  g o o d .51

N. L. George, A ss is tan t  Superintendent of Oklahoma City

Public Schools, observed:

In planning modern school p lan ts ,  a basic concept i s  th a t  
each school p la n t  i s  a separate and s p e c if ic  problem. The 
problem i s  based on the  educational needs o f  the youth and 
ad u l ts  who use the  p la n t .  When the plant i s  f in ish e d ,  four 
p a r t i c u la r  se rv ices  are  evident. F i r s t ,  th e  p lan t i s  a 
safe  s h e l t e r  located  on a generous sized s i t e .  Second, 
spaces are  provided fo r  too ls  o f  in s t ru c t io n  fo r  the  imma
tu re  and the  adu lts  o f  a community. Third , a c rea t iv e  en
vironment, te chno log ica lly  con tro lled , is  provided. And 
fo u r th ,  the  p la n t  i s  the  pride o f  the  community as a symbol 
of the  power o f  public  education.

The school i s  a home away from home. Thus, i t  i s  f re e  o f  
in s t i tu t i o n a l i s m ,  informal and c o lo r fu l .  Two e s sen t ia l  
c h a r a c te r i s t i c s  o f  modern plants are th a t  they are  both 
expansible and f le x ib le .  The t o t a l  p lant i s  functional f o r  
the defined educational program f o r  th is  community. I t  i s  
a t t r a c t i v e ,  inexpensive in  f i r s t  co s t ,  and economical in  
terms o f  operation  and maintenance. May t h i s  school be the  
tool which a s s i s t s  in improving the educational opportuni
t i e s  fo r  the  youth and adults  who use i t . ^ ^

ST'J. Chester Swanson, in  An Open Door to  New Horizons:
Douglass High School, p. 4 . Also see Black Dispatch, 7 May 1955.

52 N. L. George, in ^
Douglass High School, p. 5.

52 N. L. George, in An Open Door to  New Horizons:
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F. D. presided during the  dedicatory program. Invocation was 

given by Reverend E. W. Perry , pas to r  of the Tabernacle B ap tis t  

Church. . Music was rendered by the Douglass High School Choir, 

Evelyn R. Strong, d i r e c to r ;  W. K. Jackson, P residen t o f  th e  Negro 

C it ize n s ' Action Coim ittee, spoke o f  the Douglass High School as 

"A Dream Come True"; E. W. L ippert ,  p res iden t o f  the L ippert Bro

th e rs  Construction Company, presented the keys to  the  school to  

Mrs. L. D. Melton, P resident o f  the Board of Education, and Ruby 

Jean Hardeman, a Douglass High School s tuden t.  The dedicatory  

prayer was o ffered  by Reverend Thomas J .  G r i f f in ,  Pastor o f  the 

East Sixth S tre e t  C hris tian  Church; J .  Chester Swanson, super

in tenden t of the Oklahoma City Public Schools, spoke o f  "The Chal

lenge"; acknowledgement o f  platform guests was made by Cer- 

noria  D. Johnson, Executive Secretary  o f  the Urban League; Reverend

Robert H. Alexander, Pastor o f  the Avery Chapel A.M.E. Church,

53
gave the benediction a t  the  close  o f  the program. Benjamin

Mays, P residen t o f  Morehouse College, gave the  dedicatory  address,

he proclaimed th a t  th e :

New Douglass High School stands as proof t h a t  the days o f  
build ing  in f e r i o r  f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  the  Negro, with the  idea of 
making him fee l  i n f e r i o r ,  are gone fo rever  . . . .  Not long 
ago, you could r id e  in the  South and t e l l  with 100 per  cent 
accuracy whether th a t  school was fo r  white o r  Negro ch ildren  
-  -  those days won't be back any more . . . .

^^An Open Door to  New Horizons: Douglass High School, p. 3.
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Negroes should not be able to  'c ry '  about segregation  any 
longer but a t  the  same tim e, Negroes should not 's q u e a l '  
when they face the  competition o f  a desegregated s o c ie ty .  On 
the whole, you w ill have to  work longer and p e rsp ire  harder 
than th e  white boy fo r  he who s ta r te d  behind in  t h i s  ra c e ,  
must s ta y  behind or run f a s t e r  than the man in  f r o n t  . . . .
I have f a i th  t h a t  i f  you meet the  cha llenge , the  doors o f  
opportunity  w ill open.®^

In p ra is in g  the  Negro C it izen s ' Action Committee in  t h e i r  e f 

f o r t s  in  accomplishing the  build ing o f  the  new high schoo l,  and 

a s s e r t in g  t h a t  the re  were m illions  o f  white people who believed  any 

kind o f  le g a l iz ed  segregation based on race i s  undemocractic and 

u n ch r is t ian  he sa id :

The i n i t i a t i v e  must be taken by the person whose f e e t  the  
shoes f i t  . . . . I f  he d o esn 't  t r y ,  he has no r i g h t  to  ex
pect r e l i e f  . . . .  I f  you d o n 't  spearhead something and give 
them an opportunity , they c a n ' t  a s s i s t  you . . .  . Unless 
Negroes had spearheaded the  movement, th e  nine j u s t i c e s  would 
never have handed down th a t  dec is ion .  I f  a man i s  not w il l in g  
to  make a move fo r  b e t te r  cond itions ,  he should no t have them.

^^Black Dispatch, 7 May 1955.

Benjamin E lijah  Mays, p res iden t of Morehouse College since 
1940, was previously  dean of the  Howard U nivers ity  School o f  R eli
gion in Washington, D. C ., a t  which time the school was ra te d  Class
A by the  American Association o f  Theological Schools.

A 1920 graduate o f  Bates College, Lewiston, Me., he received 
h is  masters o f  a r t s  degree and Ph.D. degree from the U n ivers ity  o f  
Chicago. Seven u n iv e rs i t ie s  conferred honorary degrees upon him.

Dr. Mays was v ice p res iden t o f  the Federal Council of 
Churches o f  C hris t  in  America from 1944 to  1946, the only Negro 
to  hold th a t  p o s i t io n .  He was named on Schomberg Honor Roll o f  Race 
Relations as one o f  twelve Negroes who have done exceptional work 
in  build ing  b e t t e r  race  r e la t io n s  in  America and was the re c ip ie n t  
o f  o the r  awards. I b i d . ,  See, Daily Oklahoman, 25 April; 2 May 1955.
Also The Negro Handbook, ed. Editors  o f  Ebony (Chicago: Johnson
Publishing Company, 1966), p. 408.
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. . . The two races have been drawn c lo s e r  to ge ther  in working 
fo r  the  new high school than i f  you 'd  ta lk e d  about i t  a thou
sand y ea rs  and had done nothing.

We come t o  ded icate  a bu ild ing  to  human beings . . . .  They 
e x i s t  o p ^  to  t r y  to  improve the  human product and make people 
b e t te r .

Mays dedicated th e  new school f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  to  the Negro 

C it izens ' Committee, and P rinc ipa l F. D. Moon; second, to  the  super

in tenden t and Board o f  Education, who said  t h i s  th ing  ought to  be; 

and th i r d ,  to  th e  taxpayers ,  te a c h e rs ,  p a re n ts ,  and to  the  kids.^®

They w on 't have to  ask why th i s  bu ild ing  i s n ' t  as good as 
somebody e l s e ' s  -  - something happens to  a boy coming ou t o f  
the slums when he puts h is  f e e t  down in  a bu ild ing  l i k e  th i s  
. . . .  He throws h is  shoulders .back. He i s  somebody. He 
gets new hope and in s p i r a t io n .^ '

The S p i r i t  o f  Giving

During th e  week following the ded ica tion  o f  Douglass High

School the  "Douglass Family" gave a s u rp r is e  b re a k fa s t  f o r  F. D.

In accepting t h i s  e f f o r t ,  F. D. commented:

This i s  one o f  th e  most p leasan t  s u rp r is e s  I 'v e  ever rece ived . 
I knew something was up when I was asked ou t o f  the l a s t  fac 
u l ty  meeting but as I sa id  Sunday, I thought th a t  the  l e t t e r  
fo r  the  d ed ic a to r ia l  se rv ice  was i t .

I d o n ' t  know how you manged a l l  t h i s  w ithou t my catching even 
a w hiff o f  i t  from anywhere. But, i t  j u s t  shows how a family 
in any i n s t i t u t i o n  can be. My humble thanks goes out to

S^Black D ispatch . 2 May 1955. 

S^lbid.

Ŝ Ibid.
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everyone o f  you and I ' l l  always th ink  of th i s  occasion and 
p ra c t ic a l  g i f t  not only in  iry t r i p  abroad but in  years to
come.58

This r e l a t i v e  consis tency  of s u rp r ise s  and giving seemed to  

permeate the  a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  "Douglass Family" fo r  th e  remaining 

weeks o f  the  1954-55 school y ea r .  For exam|3le: During specia l 

assem blies , the  NHA Club o f  Douglass presented a check fo r  $125 to 

F. D. f o r  continued b e a u t i f ic a t io n  o f  the school grounds; th e  Doug

la s s  Student Council with Wayne Cogbin as p res iden t honored the  

e n t i r e  "Douglass Family" a t  a d inner in the  c a fe te r ia  o f  the school; 

Ruby Jean Hardiman, graduating  s e n io r  o f  th e  English Club sponsored 

by Mrs.Minerva A. S lo ss ,  made a p resen ta t io n  of $50 to  a deserving 

s tuden t;  Leonardo DeBose, p re s id en t  of the sen io r  c la s s  of 1955, 

presented a check o f  $1,000 to  Mr. Otto Thompson, rep re se n ta t iv e  

member o f  the Board o f  Education, f o r  a neon a t t r a c t io n  to  be placed 

a t  an app rop ria te  lo ca tio n  fo r  the  school. Sponsors o f  the sen io r  

c la s s  with Margaret A. Dabney, sponsor adv iso r ,  were Jake Diggs,

Mrs. Z. R. Love, Mrs. A. P. Morgan, Mrs. A. S. Pyle, Neil

P ie rce ,  Mrs. C. V. Thomkins (home room te ach e r ) ,  and L. Marie 

59
Robinson.

^®Ibid.

F. D. a f f e c t io n a te ly  named th e  Douglass High School's  s t a f f ,  
personnel and s tuden t body, th e  "Douglass Family," See Dcugl- 
l a s  Informer, June 1958, p .  8.

^^Black D ispatch. 7 ,  28 May, 11 June 1955.
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The f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  sen io r  c la ss  graduating from the  new Doug

la ss  High School in 1955, was composed o f  195 s tuden ts .

H illard  Bowen, head o f  the  Department o f  Education o f  Tennessee 

S ta te  U n ivers ity  and a Douglass g raduate , delivered  the  commence

ment address.

C it iz e n s '  T ribu te

On June 10, 1955, the c i t iz e n s  o f  Oklahoma City and the  S ta te

gave a te s t im o n ia l  d inner  in  honor of F. D. c i t in g  h is  se rv ices  as

an educator and c iv ic  le ade r .  The Black Dispatch ca r r ie d :

CITIZENS IN TRIBUTE TO ABLE EDUCATOR

'No man learned to  walk by being c a r r ie d  . . . .  perhaps 
some day scho lars  w ill w rite  of the  s p i r i t u a l  s treng th  
th a t  i s  gained as men grapple with the  basic  law o f  l i f e  -  
th a t  an ind iv idual gains s treng th  only through s t r u g g le . '
In t h i s  sta tem ent the Rev. William 0. Harvey I I I ,  pas to r  
o f  the Macedonia B ap tis t  Church, P i t t sb u rg ,  P a . ,  summed 
t r i b u te s  paid to  F. D ., 'Oklahoma C i ty 's  foremost ambassa
dor o f  goodwi11 between the  ra c e s , '  by 250 persons who 
attended  a testim onial d inner in  honor o f  the  prominent 
educator l a s t  Friday n ig h t . .

^^Black Dispatch. 4 June 1955.

Black Dispatch, 18 June 1955.

By 1955, F. D . 's  se rv ice  to  the f i e l d  o f  educa tion , c iv ic  and 
community could be numerated as follows: P resident o f  th e  Oklahoma 
Association o f  Negro Teachers in  1929; 12 years  se rv ice  on the 
Executive Committee o f  the  Oklahoma Association of Negro Teachers, 
serving longer than any o the r  person; 14 years  as p res iden t o f  the 
Langston U niversity  Alumni A ssociation; Second v ice -p res id en t  o f  the  
National Association fo r  the Study of Negro Life and H istory; F i r s t  
v ic e -p re s id en t  o f  the  Associated P u b lish e rs ,  a corporation  publish
ing books by and about Negroes; s ta t e  chairman o f  Negro History fo r  
Oklahoma; Executive Secre tary  o f  the  Oklahoma Association of Negro
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The tes t im on ia l d inner fo r  F. D. was held in Gaylord Hall of 

the  white YMCA, under the  sponsorship of the  Fourth S tre e t  YMCA, 

in  cooperation with the C it ize n s ' Action Committee and the Okla

homa A ssociation o f  Negro Teachers. Committees in charge o f  the  

a f f a i r  described i t  as "one o f  the most in s p ir in g  demonstrations 

o f  in t e r a c ia l  goodwill ever witnessed in Oklahoma C i ty . "62

The d inne r honoring F. D. served two purposes. F i r s t ,  i t  

served to  "honor the  black educator, often  re fe r red  to as th e  dean 

of Oklahoma Negro School le a d e rs ,  f o r  his work in th e  f i e l d  o f  

education , and second, i t  served as a 'send o f f  f o r  a t r i p  to  the 

Mediterranean countries."® ^

F. D. was c e r t i f i e d  as a delegate  to  the  assembly of the  World 

Confederation o f  Organizations of the  Teaching Profession , meeting 

in I s ta n b u l ,  Turkey, by th e  National Education A ssocia tion , one o f

Teachers; Chairman, S teering  Committee of Oklahoma City and County 
Negro Girl Scouts s ince  1942, when i t  was organized; Chairman o f  
the Committee o f  management o f  the Northeast Fourth S tree t  Branch 
Y.M.C.A s ince  i t s  o rgan iza tion  in 1945; General superin tendent of 
the Tabernacle B ap tis t  Church Sunday School and vice chairman o f  
the church 's  board of deacons; F i r s t  black p res id en t  o f  the Okla
homa City Urban League; a member o f  the  Board of D irectors o f  the 
Oklahoma City United Funds; and a member of the  Board o f  D irectors  
o f  the  Oklahoma County Health Association. See F. D. Moon, per
sonal papers; Daily Oklahoman, 9 June 1955.

62%bid.

^^Oklahoma City Times, 10 June 1955.
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the te a c h e r 's  groups from 40 n a t io n s .  His s ix  weeks journey in 

cluded England, France, I t a l y ,  Greece, Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, 

I s rea l  and Syria.®^

According to  the Daily Oklahoman:

Moon was instrum ental in  seeing  one dream o f  h is  people be
come a r e a l i t y .

With gen tle  p e rs is te n c e ,  he worked f o r  the  construc tion  o f  
a complete sen io r  high school fo r  c i ty  Negroes, a p ro jec t 
which ended with the  opening o f  the  modern Douglass p lan t  on 
Eastern l a s t  Autumn.

Now his f r iends  are  seeing to  i t  th a t  one o f  h is  personal 
dreams comes true .

'So f a r  back as I can remember I have wanted to  go to  the 
Holy Land.' Moon sa id  Wednesday. ' I  am looking forward to  
t h a t  p a r t  o f  my t r i p  more than anything e l s e .  As a ch ild  
going to  Sunday School with my mother, I longed t o  v i s i t  
t h e r e . '

The 59 y e a r  old educator, rushing h is  school chores in order  
to  make the  July 12 departure da te ,  i s  a lso  re f resh in g  him self 
on ancient h is to ry ,  h is  f a v o r i te  su b jec t  . . .

^^Daily Oklahoman, 9 June 1955. 

65Ibid.



CHAPTER XIII

DOUGLASS HIGH SCHOOL IN 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 1955-1956

The Year o f  Decisions and In tolerance 

Early in the  adm in is tra t ion  of Governor Raymond Gary (1955- 

1959),  ̂ d i s t r i c t  p a t te rn s  to  comply with the Supreme C ourt 's  de

c is ion  in the 1954 Brown dec is ion  were generated, F i r s t ,  the  Gover

nor launched a decided e f f o r t  to  amend the S ta te  C ons titu tion  as 

i t  a f fec ted  the process o f  financing public schools in  Oklahoma.

This was an attempt to  keep w ith in  the  public schools ' f in a n c e s ,  

$8,000,000, received from a four mill levy secured in 1948 

through the e f f o r t s  o f  F. D. and black educators o f  Oklahoma. The 

attempt was launched in  th e  event th a t  the U. S. Supreme C ourt 's  

f in a l  decree p e r ta in in g  to  the  Brown decision rendered th e  levy 

in v a l id .^

^See Arthur L. Toison, The Black Oklahomans H is tory : 1541- 
1972 (New Orleans: Edwards P r in tin g  Company, 1972), p. 173.

Daily Oklahoman. 4 April 1955.

In 1947, F. D. arranged a conference with Governor Roy Turner. 
The conference was an e f f o r t  on the  p a r t  o f  F. D. to  secure  an un
r e s t r i c t e d  one mill levy f o r  the  enrichment o f  separate  school 
funds. This he proposed could be done through the resubmission o f  
a c o n s t i tu t io n a l  amendment to  be passed by the  cu rren t  l e g i s l a t u r e .

F. D. in v i ted  high school p r in c ip a ls  from over th e  s t a t e  to  
accompany him to  th e  c a p i to l .  Included in the  de lega tion  were:

317
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The Oklahoma PTA Council, Oklahoma Education A ssociation , Oklahoma 

League o f  Young Democrats, and school adm in is tra to r^  including F.
3

D., led in  th e  movement.

On April 5 ,  1955, the  finance amendment t o  the s t a t e  c o n s ti

tu t io n  was adopted by Oklahoma vo te rs  in  a specia l e le c t io n .  Sev

enty  o f  the  seventy-seven counties  re tu rned  a m ajority  vote in  favor 

o f  the new c o n s t i tu t io n a l  p rov is ion . The to t a l  vote exceeded

Calvin Johns, Semonole; Sam S ad le r,  Boynton; George Tillman, Harm
ony; E. Tilman, Guthrie; J .  A. T. West, Tulsa; E. A. Woods, Tulsa; 
Gloria Ainsworth, Ardmore; Alfonso Jordan, Wewoka; R. T. Gracey, 
B a r t l e s v i l l e ;  Nat Watson, Shawnee; Bob Smith, Bristow; William 
F ra ize r ,  Wewoka; Henry Whitlow, Tulsa; I r a  H a ll ,  Oklahoma City; 
and George Ragland, insurance man, Oklahoma City.

In a preconference a t  Douglass the  delegation  agreed th a t  in  
add ition  to  requesting  the governor's  a s s is ta n c e  in securing an 
u n re s t r ic te d  one m i l l ,  they would a lso  seek an appropria tion  from 
the  le g i s la tu r e  to  equalize te a c h e rs '  s a l a r i e s .  This argument 
they based on the  in e ffec tiv en ess  o f  the  add itional one mill levy 
which rendered th ree  m ills  f o r  black schools .

During the  conference with th e  governor they argued on the 
premise t h a t  the  adoption o f  the e x t ra  f iv e  m i l ls  fo r  the  major
i t y  schools in 1946 had operated to  broaden the d is tance between 
appropria tions  fo r  white and black schools .  They ca l led  to  the 
governor's  a t te n t io n  th a t  the  r e s t r i c t e d  one m ill could only be 
used fo r  s i t e s  and b u ild in g s ,  and then only a t  the  d isc re t io n  o f  
the  government's board. No provisions had been made f o r  the in 
crease of te a c h e r s '  s a l a r i e s .  F. D. pointed out during the con
ference t h a t  the  f i r s t  m il ls  fo r  w hites could be used f o r  inc reas
ing white te a c h e rs '  s a l a r i e s .

When th e  le g is la tu r e  met on J u ly  6, 1948, a j o i n t  reso lu t ion  
o f  the l e g i s l a tu r e  A r t ic le  X, Section 9, o f  the  Oklahoma Constitu
t i o n ,  proposed a one mill on the d o l l a r  valua tion  on property  in 
the  county to  be levied by the  Excise Board fo r  u n re s tr ic te d  purposes 
f o r  the sep a ra te  schools. This amendment when voted on ca r r ied  a 
147,329 m a jo r i ty .  See Black D ispatch, 8 February 1947. Also see 
Oklahoma, Twenty-Third Biennial Report o f  the  S ta te  Department o f  
Education, 1950, p. 48.

^ Ib id .
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300,000. In adopting the  new school finance b i l l ,  Oklahoma recap

tured th e  fo u r  m ill levy, achieved by F. D. and black educa tors ,  

as a f in a n c ia l  county wide basis  fo r  separa te  schools to  be appor

tioned to  school d i s t r i c t s  on the  b as is  of average daily  a t tend

ance, r e s u l t in g  in  the Amendment o f  A r t ic le  X o f  the  Oklahoma
4

C onstitu tion . According to  F. D.

. . .  I had th e  good fortune to  serve as executive sec re ta ry  
o f  th e  OANT and chairman o f  the L eg is la tive  Committee o f  the  
same organization over 12 y e a rs .  My job was to  watch and 
deal d i r e c t ly  with the  l e g i s la tu re  and to  see how i t  would 
be possib le  to  get add itional finances to  make possible good 
schools fo r  Negroes in Oklahoma. . . .Mr. Gaylord of the  
Daily Oklahoman has been a good fr ien d  o f  mine throughout 
the  years  and he has cooperated with me through th e  use o f  
h is  newspaper organ iza tion , which has helped us tremendously 
because of the  amount o f  f inances  we had to  promote. Con
s t i t u t i o n a l  amendments were l im ited .  But in two in s tan ces  
we secured the  passage throughout the  S ta te  o f  Oklahoma o f  
two c o n s t i tu t io n a l  amendments. One in  1946 which added one 
add itiona l m i l l .

For a number o f  years  we had two m il ls  as a maximum to  sup
p o r t  Negro schools , no m atter  what the  number of schools 
might be in  a county . . . two m ills  w ithin the  county. That 
was inadequate so we secured, in  1946, th e  passage of one 
add it iona l  m ill to  support the  Negro schools .

In 1948, we secured the passage of an additional m ill which 
made a to t a l  o f  four m il ls  to  support the  schools instead 
o f  two m i l ls  as prevailed  p r io r  to  1946. The to ta l  amount 
(we've checked i t  up) we secured over th a t  period of time 
t h a t  those m ills  p revailed  to  support Negro schools, equaled 
a l i t t l e  more than 27 m illion  d o l l a r s .  Now th a t  was no 
longer necessary a f t e r  the Supreme Court decision in 1954, 
o r  r a th e r  not the Supreme Court decision in 1954, but r a th e r  
in  the  month o f  April 1955, the  people o f  Oklahoma voted to  
ab o l ish  separate  schools , o r  so ca l led  Negro schools in

4
Daily Oklahoman, 6 April 1955. Oklahoma School Code, 1955,

p. 24.
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Oklahoma. Therefore , you put a l l  the finances toge ther .  In
c id e n ta l ly ,  the  two m ills  which we secured has enhanced many, 
many schools throughout Oklahoma th a t  otherwise would have 
been devoid o f  such support had i t  not been th a t  we secured 
the  passage o f  those two m ills  in  1946, 1948 - -  so ,  a l l  o f  
them gained from the le g is la t io n  which we secured from the 
l e g i s la tu r e  in  the passage in 1946 and 1948.5

Second, i r re g a rd le s s  o f  the f a c t  th a t  a new financ ia l policy 

was voted by the  people of Oklahoma in 1955, the  prophecy made by 

Governor Johnston H. Murray in  1954 with regard to  the s ta tu s  of 

black te a c h e rs '  employment due to  in teg ra tio n  seemed apparent.

Even though immediate impetus was given the desegregation of public  

schools by Governor Gary, rac ia l  d iscrim ination  d irec ted  toward 

black teachers  manifested i t s e l f  during h is  adm in is tra t ion .  Gover

nor Gary and s t a t e  superin tendent, O liver Hodge's pos ition  o f  

leaving the  problem o f  employment to  local school d i s t r i c t s  imper

i l e d  t h e i r  jobs .  This mode o f  operation fo r  h ir in g  black teachers 

in Oklahoma became a concern o f  black educational leaders  through

out the s t a t e .^

Sp. D. Moon, taped interview held Oklahoma Chris tian  College, 
Living Legend L ib ra ry ,  Oklahoma C ity , Oklahoma, 11 April 1972.

^See Arthur L. Toison, The Black Oklahomans H istory; 1541- 
1972, p. 182. Also Black Dispatch, 22 March 1956.

In 1954, Oklahoma's Governor Johnston H. Murray (1951-1955), 
in a meeting of the  Southern Governors' Conference in D allas, Texas, 
s ta te d  he expected h is  s t a t e  to  school i t s  white and Negro ch ild ren  
sep a ra te ly  y e t  l e g a l ly  comply with an t i-seg reg a tio n  e d ic ts .  ''I'm 
very much fo r  l ib e r a l i z in g  exchange o f  students between d i s t r i c t s .  
That w ill  l e t  the  whites go to  the white schools and the colored to  
the  colored schools . . . .  Negro teachers  w ill  su f fe r  in  Oklahoma
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But the p red ic ted  a t t i tu d e  of the S ta te  toward in te g ra t io n  o f  

black teachers  by Governor Murray in  1954 had not been taken l i g h t l y  

by the Oklahoma Association of Negro Teachers. By 1955, w hile  Okla

homa l ik e  many border and southern s t a t e s  was standing pa t waiting 

fo r  a mandate o r  decree from the U. S. Supreme Court with regard to  

the  Brown d ec is io n ,  the OANT, with F. D. as Executive S ec re ta ry ,  

had la id  a plan o f  ac tion  as recommended by i t s  Committee on In te 

g ra tion .  The ac tions  included:

(1) That C it iz e n s '  Committees be ac t iva ted  on loca l and d i s 
t r i c t  l e v e l s ,  made up o f  key people, and t h a t  t h i s  Committee 
be fam ila r i  zed with the proposals o f  the  In teg ra t io n  Commit
te e  fo r  d e f in i t e  action thereon; th a t  r e p re se n ta t iv e s  from 
c i t i z e n s '  committees be inv i ted  to  attend th e  D i s t r i c t  Work
shops to  repo rt  and coordinate t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .  (2) That 
the Oklahoma Association o f  Negro Teachers employ legal 
counsel to  rep resen t i t s  members in  legal a c t io n ,  in  a p p l i
cation  and in te rp re ta t io n  of the  law; th a t  the Oklahoma Asso
c ia t io n  o f  Negro Teachers plan l e g i s la t iv e  lobbying in  the  
i n t e r e s t  o f  Negro teachers .  (3) That a d e f in i te  po rtion  o f  
the A ssoc ia t ion 's  budget be earmarked fo r  th e  support of 
legal a c t io n ;  th a t  an ex tra  assessment on the  s t a t e  be pro
vided i f  add itional financing is  necessary . (4) That Dis
t r i c t  Workshops be held p r io r  to  the  annual meeting o f  the  
O.A.N.T. fo r  th e  implementation o f  the oroposals o f  th e  In
te g ra t io n  Committee. (5) That a meeting be planned o f  the 
In teg ra tion  Committee and superintendents o f  schools to  form 
a common course of action in in teg ra t io n  in  the i n t e r e s t  o f  
a l l .  (6) That the  Executive Secretary  of th e  O.A.N.T. be 
requested to  plan conferences and contacts with th e  O.E.A. 
A dm in is tra to r 's  Council o r  any group f o r  th e  purpose of 
implementing th e  proposals. (7) That s p e c i f ic  in s ta n ces  of 
successful in teg ra ted  teaching experiences be brought to

when the separa te  but equal system ends. I t  w ill  des troy  the  
profession  o f  colored teachers . I d o n 't  know of any law in  the  
world t h a t  can t e l l  i t s  school board who i t  can h i r e . "  See Black 
Dispatch, 10 Ju ly  1954.
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the a t ten t io n  o f  the pub lic  through c lu b s ,  r ad io ,  t e l e v i s io n ,  
and o the r  media o f  communication/

Imogene P atr ick  o f  th e  Daily Oklahoman expressed a f t e r  an in 

te rview  with F. D.:

How do the q u a l i f ic a t io n s  of Oklahoma's Negro teach e rs  compare 
with those of o the r  educators?

Using the y a rd s tick  o f  t r a in in g  and experience a g a in s t  c e r t i 
f ie d  teachers l i s t e d  by th e  S ta te  Department o f  Education, 
the Negro teach e r  shows up a t  le a s t  as well equipped fo r  
classroom posts as th e  white schoolman.

A g re a te r  percentage o f  Negro teachers  have b ach e lo r 's  de
grees and the number o f  white teachers with m a s te r 's  degrees 
i s  only s l ig h t ly  higher percentage-wise than the  number o f  
Negroes.

A comparative study o f  t h e i r  p rofess ional f i tn e s s  f o r  teach 
ing assignments was completed th i s  week by F. D. Moon, Execu
t i v e  Secretary  o f  the Oklahoma Association o f  Negro Teachers 
and principal of Oklahoma C i ty 's  Douglass High School.

The question o f  whether th e  Negro teacher  measures up 'b e 
comes very important in  th e  l i g h t  of th e  Supreme Court de
c is ion  and the  p resen t th r e a t  to  the jobs o f  our Negro 
te a c h e r s . '  Moon explained.

His a s so c ia t io n ,  fearing  i t s  members w ill  not be in te g ra te d  
along with t h e i r  p u p ils ,  i s  asking th a t  they be judged by a 
board of education on the  bas is  of q u a l i f ic a t io n s  only .

Moon examined s t a t e  department s t a t i s t i c s  fo r  th e  1953-54 
school year during which 1,536 Negro and 19,104 w hite  teachers  
were employed in Oklahoma.

White teachers  who have no t  graduated from co llege  and are  
employed on an emergency c e r t i f i c a t i o n  outnumber th e  Negroes 
in  the same ca tegory , h is  survey shows. 'Only in  the  case o f  
the  m aster 's  degree do white teachers  s l ig h t ly  exceed in

^F. D. Moon, e d . .  Program of th e  Oklahoma A ssociation  o f  Negro 
Teachers, F orty -s ix th  Annual S ession , October 1954, pp. 6-11.
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q u a l i f ic a t io n s  as compared to  those o f  Negro te a c h e r s , '  Moon 
reported . He found 25.8 percen t o f  a l l  white teachers  have 
m aste r 's  degrees as a g a in s t  24.7 percen t o f  Negro teachers .

'When one takes in to  account the recency o f  admission o f  
Negroes to  graduate t r a in in g  in the h igher i n s t i tu t i o n s  o f  
learning in  Oklahoma, i t  i s  more remarkable th a t  the Negro 
teachers  compare so favorably  with white teachers  in  the 
m atter o f  m a s te r 's  d e g re e s , '  Moon commented.

His check o f  the  f iv e  ca teg o r ie s  in  which teachers  a re  
placed d isc losed  th a t  one-ha lf  percent of both the  white and 
Negro teaching fo rce  have le s s  than 102 semester hours o f  
college t r a in in g .

But the next b racket o f  non-graduate teachers  -  -  those with 
102 to  115 semester co llege  hours -  -  i s  made up of s l ig h t ly  
more than two out of every 100 white teachers  and le ss  than 
one o f  every 100 Negro te ach e rs .

S l ig h t ly  more than 70 o f  every 100 w hite  teachers  hold bach
e l o r ' s  degrees compared with 73 out o f  100 Negroes.

Moon said  h is  study a lso  revealed th a t  the Negro teachers 
usually  s tay  longer on the  jo b ,  'a  s i tu a t io n  th a t  p reva i ls  
because o f  l im ited  job  o p po rtun i t ie s  in  o ther  d es irab le  
categories  of l a b o r . '

His find ings w il l  be reported  in  t h i s  month's issue  o f  the 
assoc ia t ion  Jo u rn a l ,  o f f  th e  press in  mid June.

'In  l ig h t  o f  the  national and c r i t i c a l  shortage o f  te ach e rs ,  
i t  would be a waste o f  human resources to  keep in  teaching 
positions  unprepared white teachers  simply because they are  
w hite , holding emergency c e r t i f i c a t e s  on ly , when we have 
well prepared and p ro fe s s io n a l ly  awake Negro te a c h e rs .°

Third, the  Oklahoma City Board of Education attempted to  r e 

move ra c ia l  b a r r ie r s  in  th e  public  schools as  boundaries were r e 

drawn fo r  13 o f  the  school d i s t r i c t ' s  77 elementary schools . In

O
Imogene P a t r ic k ,  "Negro Teachers Get Good Marks," Daily 

Oklahoman, 6 June 1955.
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the f in a l  an a ly s is  9 previously black or separate  elementary schools 

and 6 t r a d i t i o n a l ly  white schools served mixed populated d i s t r i c t s .  

No d isposition  involved Oklahoma C ity 's  only black high school. The 

new system.for th e  Oklahoma City public schools was aimed a t  having 

schools, whether previously  fo r  white or b lack , accomodate a n a t

ural geographic area o r  serve an area i t  could handle without over

crowding. Students were given the  r ig h t  to  continue in  the schools
q

they attended during the  previous year.

The Friendly Debate 

By August 1955, several black c i t iz e n s  were becoming d isen 

chanted with th e  desegregation plans of the  Oklahoma City School 

Board. A local newspaper account revealed:

Oklahoma C i ty 's  desegregated schools came in fo r  c r i t i c i s m  
Tuesday when a delegation  o f  the National A ssociation fo r  
the  Advancement o f  Colored People took to  task  the  Oklahona 
City School Board a t  a special meeting. . . .C ity  schools 
a re  not, as was promised, allowing Negro children to  e n ro ll  
in  schools o f  d i s t r i c t s  where they l i v e ,  a h a l f  dozen Negro 
rep re se n ta t iv e s  charged before the board. .

Another a r t i c l e  appearing in  the Black Dispatch and p e r ta in 

ing to the same specia l board meeting revea led :

'Douglass High School i s  a s h e l l .  I t ' s  a f a k e , '  Editor Ros- 
coe Dunjee declared before the Oklahoma City Board of Edu
ca t ion  in i t s  new quarte rs  on 9th and Western. Dunjee 
pointed o u t  th a t  the  Central High School where a t  l e a s t  20

^Dail.y Oklahoman, 2 ,  31 August 1955. 

^^Dail.v Oklahoman, 24 August 1955.
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Negroes seek admission o f fe r s  128 u n i t s  of c r e d i t s  in  indus
t r i a l  education while Douglass o f f e r s  only 23. Central o f fe r s  
9 u n i t s  in  foreign language while Douglass o f fe r s  only 4.
Negro students  are  not seeking admission to  Central High to  
rub up aga inst white fo lk s ,  Dunjee emphasized. They are  com
ing up th e re  to  rub up ag a in s t  a curriculum or  course o f  s tudy.

The board in a specia l meeting heard Jimmy E. S tew art,  P re s i
dent o f  the NAACP local branch, who to ld  a meeting a t  the  
Bethlehem S tar B ap tis t  Church, where 10 to  12 Negro students  
to ld  of unsuccessful attempt to  en ro ll  in  Central High. S te
wart sa id  he was to ld  by the s tuden ts  they were asked to  go 
back and ta lk  with t h e i r  pa ren ts .  The Central o f f i c i a l s  to ld  
them the  advantage o f  en ro l l in g  a t  Moon Junior High and th a t  
t h e i r  t ran sp o r ta t io n  would be o ffered  a t  5é a t r i p  to  go to  
Moon Jun ior  High. A member o f  the  board advised me several 
years  ago in a public  meeting, i t  was ag a in s t  th e  law to  pro
vide t ran sp o r ta t io n  o f  s tuden ts  w ith in  the l im i t  of the c i t y ,  
and I d o n 't  th ink we have changed the  law on th i s  s u b j e c t . "

A l a t e r  a r t i c l e  in  the  Daily Oklahoman predominately quoted

F. D.

Douglass high school course o f  in s t ru c t io n  ranks with the  best 
in  the  s t a t e ,  o f f i c i a l s  to ld  Oklahoma City school board mem
bers Thursday in answer to  an a t ta c k  made on the  Douglass 
program e a r l i e r  th i s  month.

Dr. J .  Chester Swanson, superin tenden t,  asked F. D. Moon, 
Douglass p r in c ip a l ,  to  o u t l in e  the  sch o o l 's  course o ffe r in g s  
fo r  the  board.

'We want you to  know something of th e  q u a l i ty  o f  work done a t  
Douglass,' he to ld  the  board.

Roscoe Dunjee, National Association f o r  the Advancement o f  
Colored People le a d e r ,  l a s t  month charged, 'You have a p r e t ty  
sh e ll  a t  Douglass High, not a school . . . . '  He claimed 
Central o f fe rs  128 u n its  in " in d u s t r ia l  education" while 
Douglass has only 23.

Moon sa id  the same rep o r t  from which Dunjee's f ig u re s  were

Black D ispatch, 25 August 1955.
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taken also  shows th a t  Douglass has 38 u n i ts  o f  vocational edu
ca tion ,  compared with 4-1/2 a t  C en tra l .  Both in d u s tr ia l  and 
vocational courses are 3-hour-a-day job t r a in in g  u n i t s ,  the  
only d ifference being th a t  one i s  s t a t e  reimbursed and the  
o th e r  i s  no t.  Combining the  two, Douglass r a te s  th i r d  in  the 
s t a t e  in the number of vocational courses o f fe re d ,  surpassed 
only by Oklahoma C ity 's  Capitol H ill  and Central High School, 
he to ld  the board. 'No high school in  Tulsa o f fe r s  as many 
u n i t s  as Douglass,' he s a id .  Moon emphasized th a t  'merely 
giving the number o f  un its  a school has ,  does not show whether 
the school i s  good . . . '

Douglass has been accred ited  by the  North Central Association 
s ince  1939. I t  was the second Negro high school in  the s t a t e  
to  qualify  f o r  th i s  r a t in g .

In order to  keep i t s  a c c re d i ta t io n  i t  has had to  measure up 
against 'ev a lu a tiv e  c r i t e r i a '  which include the  school objec
t i v e s ,  pupil a c t iv i t y  program, l i b r a r y  s e rv ic e ,  guidance pro
gram, outcomes o f  in s t r u c t io n ,  q u a l i f ic a t io n  o f  te a c h e rs ,  
school p lan t and ad m in is tra t io n ,  as well as in s t ru c t io n  and 
educational program which covers both the courses o f  study and 
methods o f  teach ing .

Comparing Douglass with o th e r  s t a t e  schools on courses o f  in 
s tru c t io n  only , Moon said  t h a t  the  school has more in d u s tr ia l  
a r t s  courses (one hour a day c la s s e s )  than a l l  o th e r  s t a t e  
schools with the  exception o f  Oklahoma C ity 's  Central and 
Tulsa Central.

Douglass o f fe rs  7-1/2 f in e  a r t s  u n i t s ,  ranking fourth  in  the 
s t a t e  in the number o ffe red . The two Central high schools 
and Tulsa 's  Will Rogers have more. The Negro's soc ia l  s tud ie s  
program is  in  l in e  with Oklahoma C i ty 's  Classen, Central and 
Northeast high school. I t  o f f e r s  the  same number o f  math 
courses, 4 -1 /2 ,  as Classen, Central and N ortheast.

Douglass gives students th ree  sc iences-b io logy ,  chemistry and 
physics, le s s  than Classen (with 8) and Central (12-1/2) 
but adequate to  allow s tuden ts  to  meet pre-medical and p re
nursing requirem ents. Moon s a id .

He conceded th e  school was a ' l i t t l e  low' on language, o f f e r 
ing only Latin and Spanish . . . ' 2

1?
Daily Oklahoman. 2 September 1955.
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Some ind ica tio n  of how se r ious  the  publicized a t tack  on Doug

la s s  High School by E dito r  Roscoe Dunjee was can possib ly  be ob

served in  a second a r t i c l e  w r i t te n  by F. D. appearing in  the  Black 

Dispatch advising:

I t  has been eleven years  s in ce  I wrote an a r t i c l e  fo r  the 
Black Dispatch in disagreement with Editor Dunjee. During 
the  eleven years  mentioned, I have found myself in  accord 
with him many times and no t  in  agreement several t im es .  I 
had hoped th a t  I would never deem i t  necessary to express a 
d ifference  o f  opinion again . I r e g re t  th a t  i t  is  necessary 
now. I do not intend to  engage in answering every a r t i c l e  
th a t  may fo llow , but considerab le  fog has accumulated, so 
re lu c ta n t ly  I turn from a busy job  to add some information 
which may help in c le a r in g  the  atmosphere.

Recently your n a t io n a l ly  famous Douglass High School has been 
c l a s s i f i e d  as .'a fake and a s h e l l . '  This charge grew out of 
the  understandable, j u s t  to  ge t  Negroes in to  Central High 
School and o th e r  p rev iously  a l l -w h i te  schools . With t h i s  I 
have no q u a r re l .

F. R. Born, now a su p e rv iso r  and former principal of Central 
High School, w ill  w itness t h a t  l a s t  y e a r ,  j u s t  a f t e r  the  
ra c ia l  c lashes in Baltimore and Washington schools ,  I ca l led  
a t  h is  o f f ic e  to  plan with him ways to  avoid such clashes 
when Negro s tudents  came to  C en tra l .  He agreed with me and 
we s ta r te d  on such a program l a s t  y e a r .

Since Carver and Orchard Park are  in  th e  Central D i s t r i c t ,  
why was i t  necessary to  b ring  Douglass High School up fo r  
smearing? The only th in g ,  i t  seems to  me, necessary was to  
i n s i s t  on the  c o n s t i tu t io n a l  r ig h ts  o f  these ch ild ren  to  
a ttend  the  school n e a re s t  to  them and in  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t ,  i f  
they wish to  do so.

To t r y  to  smear the q u a l i ty  o f  in s t ru c t io n  c a r r ie d  on a t  Doug
la s s  was an unnecessary a f f r o n t  to  i t s  ad m in is tra t io n ,  f a c u l ty ,  
s tudent body, alumni, p a t ro n s ,  and in te re s te d  c i t i z e n s .  To say 
th a t  the a t ta c k  was d i re c te d  a t  th e  superin tendent and the 
Oklahoma City Board o f  Education in  no way diminishes the  dam
age to  Douglass. I f  the  v i r tu e s  o f  Central a re  so a t t r a c t i v e ,  
can they not be p ic tu red  w ithou t t ry in g  to  smear a cherished 
in s t i tu t i o n  which i s  dear to  thousands o f  our c i t i z e n s .
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Let us look a t  the  f a c t s .  The whole case f o r  Central as 
con tras ted  with Douglass has re s ted  on the  number o f  u n i t s  
offered  a t  Central and the number o ffe red  a t  Douglass. In 
l a s t  week's is sue  o f  the  Black D ispatch, r e f e r r in g  to  u n i t s  
offered  a t  Douglass and C en tra l ,  Editor Dunjee says : 'A 
cross-the-board  survey of the  courses o ffe red  a t  the  two 
schools shows t h a t  Central o f fe rs  a t o t a l  o f  200-1/2 u n i t s  
o f  c r e d i t ,  w hile Douglass o f f e r s  1 0 1 -1 /2 '.  By in fe re n ce .  
Central i s  twice as good!

Out d is t in g u ish ed  e d i to r  has chosen th e  wrong y a rd s t ic k  f o r  
determining the  q u a l i ty  of in s t ru c t io n  o ffe red  in  determin
ing a good high school. Next week I w il l  w r ite  an a r t i c l e  
on how to  t e l l  what a good high school i s .  The number o f  
u n i ts  to  be found on page 72 o f  the  annual high school bu l
l e t i n  i s  no t the  way. But s ince  Mr. Dunjee has used th a t  as 
a measuring rod in  try ing  to  r e c r u i t  s tuden ts  fo r  dec l in ing  
Central High School, I w ill  accept i t  although no one who 
knows how to  eva lua te  a high school th in k s  i t  i s  so simple as 
to  count u n i t s  on page 72. I t  measures q u a n t i ty ,  no t neces
s a r i l y  q u a l i ty .

But Editor Dunjee has staked everything on the  number o f  
u n i t s ,  so here we go. I f  Douglass i s  a 'fake  and a s h e l l , '  
and only h a l f  as good as C en tra l ,  because i t  o f f e r s  about 
h a l f  as many u n i t s ,  the  new Northwest C lassen, with i t s  
$4,000,000 p la n t ,  is  a lso  'a  worse fake and s h e l l '  than 
Douglass because i t  has only 81-1/2 u n i t s .  In f a c t ,  i t  i s  only 
about f o u r - f i f t h s  as good as Douglass!

What a waste f o r  the  Oklahoma City Board o f  Education to  keep 
spending such v a s t  sums o f  money on the se  'fakes  and s h e l l s . '  
Let us a l l  go to  Central I

More about u n i t s .  Editor Dunjee made Douglass th e  b r ig h t  
and shining l i g h t  among Negro high schools by saying in  h is  
Black Dispatch e d i to r ia l  on August 25: 'T u ls a 's  Booker T.
Washington High School in no way compares with Douglass High 
in  the  sooner c a p i t a l . '  (Thanks E d ito r  Dunjee fo r  a l i t t l e  
r e s p i t e  from the  ' f a k e -a n d - s h e l l ' uppercu t) .  But Douglass 
accepts the  f a c t  th a t  no longer are th e re  Negro and white 
schools ,  and f o r  a long while we have been working to  be a 
top ranking school regard less  o f  ra c e ,  creed o r  co lo r .  Back 
to  u n i t s .  Except fo r  our f r ie n d ly  fo e ,  Booker T. Washington 
o f  Tulsa , l e t  us see how Douglass r a te s  in  u n i t s  with th e  
l a r g e s t—h i th e r to  a l l -w h i te  high schools .  ONLY THREE HIGH
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SCHOOLS IN THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA HAVE MORE UNITS THAN DOUGLASS 
HIGH SCHOOL OF OKLAHOMA CITY. THEY ARE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL, 
OKLAHOMA CITY: CAPITOL HILL HIGH SCHOOL, OKLAHOMA CITY: AND 
CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL OF TULSA.

By the  y ards tick  o f  u n i t s ,  Douglass is  'ea t in g  high up on the 
hog!' Look and see: T u lsa 's  famous Will Rogers has only 70 
u n its  (beautifu l s h e l l ) ;  poor old n a t io n a lly  famous Webster 
High o f  Tulsa has only 39 un its  (old fake, you are sh o r t  on 
your u n i t s ) ;  Booker T. Washington of Tulsa has only 42 un its  
(shame on you with your beau tifu l new s h e l l ) ;  Enid, Shawnee, 
Muskogee, Ardmore, Lawton, Ponca City — none r i s e  in  un its  
o f  c r e d i t  beyond 70-1 /2 , as compared with Douglass and i t s  
101 u n i ts . (p o o r  fakes and s h e l l s .  Check th i s  on page 72 o f  
1954 high school b u l l e t i n . )

Wonder why parents  in  a l l  o the r  white high schools o f  Okla
homa City are not rushing to  u n i t  f i l l e d  Central? They f a l l  
way behind Douglass, ' th e  fake and beautifu l sh e ll  with a i r -  
conditioned o f f i c e . '  I to ld  you the new, fou r m il l io n  d o l la r  
Northwest Classen has only 81-1/2 u n its ;  Northeast has only 
53-1/2 un its  (and here I have been saying Northeast was a 
good school — old  fake );  Southeast has 44 u n i ts ;  th e  almost 
new John Marshall has 38-1/2 u n i t s ;  and poor U .S .  Grant has 
only 12 u n its  on page 72. (Well, U. S. Grant may have about 
20 un its  by now in i t s  brand new s h e l l ) .

See you next week. Number of u n i t s  is  not the measure o f  a 
good high school. Will t e l l  you how to  t e l l  a good high 
school. Will t e l l  you why I re fe r red  to  Central as a dying 
school and not the  b r ig h t  shining l ig h t  th a t  has been pic
tu red .  A fter next week, please excuse me, I have more im
p o rtan t work to  d o .13

The in te n s i f ic a t io n  o f  the  public  debate seemed apparent as 

Dunjee answered F. D., drawing a t te n t io n  to  h is  th inking  t h a t  F. D. 

had changed the  su b jec t .  In a d d i t io n ,  he cautioned the  pu b lic  th a t  

th e re  was no anger between the  two o f  them but th a t :

The Black Dispatch i s  glad to  g e t  th is  su b jec t  out in  the open

^^F. D. Moon, "How Not to  Rate a Good High School," Black Dis
p a tch , 8 September 1955.
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where both black and white w ill s t a r t  ta lk in g ,  and we in  the 
language of McBeth, 'Lay on McBeth and Damn be he who f i r s t  
c ry ,  hold enoughl . . .  One should g e t  a l i t t l e  suspicious 
when Moon says Douglass gives more vocational courses than 
C entra l.  Moon believes  what's good fo r  the goose i s  good fo r  
the  gander. Why should Douglass give more o f  anything in the 
educational f i e ld  to Negroes than whites give to  w hites. We 
are going to  show th a t  what Principal Moon i s  ta lk in g  about i s  
as fu l l  as s iege . Moon says Douglass give 38 u n its  o f  voca
t iona l education while Central gives 4-1/2  u n i t s .  We'll s t ip u 
l a t e  on th a t  without f u r th e r  d iscuss ion .

Now P rinc ipa l Moon should agree w ithout discussion t h a t  Cen
t r a l  High School o f f e r s  th i s  year  137 un its  o f  c r e d i t  in  in 
d u s t r ia l  education while Douglass o f fe r s  only 54. The figure  
we used in  our previous discussion was taken from the  1954 
annual high school b u l l e t i n .  But our readers want to  under
stand and know th a t  t h i s  same high school b u l le t in  makes a 
marked d i s t i n c t io n  between vocational education and in d u s tr ia l  
education . We charge the board of education is  giving 137 
un its  o f  c re d i ts  to  white ch ildren  in  in d u s tr ia l  education and 
54 u n its  to  Negroes. But Mr. Moon re fu ses  to  discuss th i s  
ques tion . He rushes o f f  to  d iscuss vocational education, 
something we did not mention once in our ta lk  to  the  Oklahoma 
City Board of Education and which we have not mentioned in our 
e d i to r ia l  column. What our readers need to  know is  the  d is 
t in c t io n  the S ta te  of Oklahoma makes between in d u s tr ia l  edu
cation  and vocational education. I f  you want to  po in t Mr.
Moon down to  cases ,  ask him whether Douglass gives as many 
un its  in  in d u s t r ia l  education as C en tra l .  That i s  the  is su e .  
Far be i t  from us to suggest th a t  Mr. Moon i s  w i l l f u l ly  
attem pting to  confuse the  readers o f  th e  Daily Oklahoman. . .

With the  is sue  s ta t e d ,  the e d i to r  o f  th e  Black Dispatch con-

tinued to  persue the  question a t  hand, r e c t i f y in g ;

Now l e t  us get down to  the  question o f  in d u s t r ia l  education.
We have argued th i s  is su e  with almost every Negro p r inc ipa l 
in  the s t a t e .  They have surrendered to  the policy  adapted 
some 30 years  ago by th e  S ta te  Board o f  Education th a t  they 
would no t  educate Negroes in any f i e l d  where the re  were no

^^Roscoe Dunjee, "Principal Moon Changes the Sub jec t,"  Black 
Dispatch, 8 September 1955.
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cu rren t  occupational opportunity . That i s  the reason why 
princ ipa l Moon admits Central o f fe r s  more in d u s tr ia l  educa
t io n  than Douglass. The white schools place g re a t  emphasis 
on in d u s tr ia l  education f o r  white you th . The S ta te  Board o f  
Education assumes th a t  Negroes will end up in several capaci
t i e s  and places g re a t  s t r e s s  on such vocations as b a r te r in g ,  
cosmetology, shoe re p a i r in g ,  d r ivers  s a f e ty ,  educational home 
making f o r  g i r l s ,  manicuring, and a l o t  of o ther  avocations 
in which Negroes can be made useful as servants  around white 
people 's  homes. Auto mechanics in most Negro schools never 
gets beyond car  washing and greasing. You can r e a d i ly  see how 
white fo lk  can fee l they should give more of th e se  courses to  
Negroes a t  Douglass than whites gives a t  Central. When Mr.
Moon t e l l s  you t h a t  Central gives 4 -1 /2  un its  o f  vocational 
education to  whites while Negroes gives 38 to  black boys and 
g i r l s  you can ge t a c le a re r  p ic tu re  o f  what he i s  ta lk in g  
about. In r e a l i t y  vocational courses given a t  Douglass by 
p rinc ipa l Moon are  intended to  prepare Negro ch ild ren  to  be 
servants  o f  the  upper c la s s  . . . Education in our high schools 
should trend  s tuden ts  toward s c i e n t i f i c  d iscoverie s .  They 
should be tra in ed  as psycho log is ts ,  mathematicians, agronom
i s t s ,  astronomers, h i s to r i a n s ,  w r i te r s  and language e x p e r ts .
I t  is  out of such groups th a t  we develop cu l tu ra l  background 
and expand our wisdom and knowledge. Suppose Ralph Bunch,
Percy Ju lian  and Dr. Carver had been tra in e d  to  serve only 
the baser needs o f  the w hite people? Or th a t  Walter White 
and Roy Wilkins had been reared  on M ississippi p la n a ta t io n s?  
Where would Joe Lewis have ended had h is  parents kept him in 
Alabama? The Negro ch i ld  needs fu l l  and f ree  exposure to  a l l  
types o f  development, then leave i t  up to  the resourcefu lness  
of the black boy and g i r l  to  bossum h is  usefu lness .

But back to  the  s u b je c t .  We are l i k e  the  bulldog, we d o n ' t  
want to  ge t but one hold on the hide o f  our opponent. We 
are not going to  l e t  P rincipal Moon change the su b je c t .  We 
are taking about in d u s t r ia l  education while he confines h is  
remarks to  vocational education , defined  as southern white 
fo lks want to  define  i t  f o r  Negroes. The Negroes want to  
cease being hewers o f  wood and drawers of water; he wants to  
assume th e  f u l l  s t a tu r e  o f  c i t iz e n sh ip  and manhood. He i s  
not try in g  to  e n te r  the in teg ra ted  school in o rder  to  rub 
aga in s t  white people, what he d es ire s  to  do is  rub up ag a in s t  
the  same course o f  s tu d ie s ,  the same curriculum, the  same s o r t  
o f  fu tu re  here in America as any o th e r  c i t i z e n .

In c id e n ta l ly  we would l i k e  to  inform Principal Moon t h a t  he
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can continue th i s  d iscussion  in the column of th e  Black Dis
pa tch . He does no t have to  re s o r t  t o  the  columns of th e  
Daily Oklahoman. The people , e s p e c ia l ly  the  Negro people are 
e n t i t l e d  to  the  f u l l e s t  d iscussion  possible

Needless t o  say, F. D. counteracted the  previous e d i to r i a l  with

an a r t i c l e  appearing in the  Black Dispatch giving an aspec t on "HOW

TO RATE A HIGH SCHOOL."

Last week I promised to  explain how to  t e l l  what a good high 
school i s .

A fter years  o f  quick , hu rr ied  inspection  and awarding o f  'u n i t s , '  
th e  Cooperative Study o f  Secondary Education was e s tab l ish ed  
in  1933 to  find  ou t how to  t e l l  WHAT A GOOD HIGH SCHOOL IS.
Our outstanding co lleges  and u n iv e rs i t ie s  and 200 high schools 
p a r t ic ip a te d  in  th e  s tudy , and over two hundred thousand d o lla rs  
were spent to f ind  the  answer. A fte r  s ix  years  o f  in ten s iv e  
s tudy , the measuring rod evolved. I t  i s  n a t io n a l ly  known as 
th e  EVALUATIVE CRITERIA. I t  is  widely used. I t  was f i r s t  used 
in  1939 - s ix teen  years  ago.

Every high school t h a t  has been acc red ited  by the  North Central 
A ssociation of Colleges and Secondary Schools s ince  1939 has 
used the  Evaluative C r i t e r i a  (not th e  number o f  u n i t s )  as the 
measuring rod. I t  i s  much more comprehensive than a mere 
counting o f  Carnegie u n i t s .

The Evaluative C r i t e r i a  checks a school on th i r te e n  d i f f e r e n t  
a rea s .  To name a few outstanding p r in c ip le s ,  i t  checks a 
school upon i t s  School P la n t ,  the q u a l i f ic a t io n s  of th e  School 
S t a f f ,  the  Philosophy and Objectives o f  th e  School, th e  Pupil 
A ctiv ity  Program, th e  Curriculum and Courses o f  Study, the  
Library Serv ice , th e  Guidance Serv ice ,  th e  Outcome o f  In s tru c 
t i o n ,  and a few o th e r  a re a s .

Let us see.how the  Douglass p lan t  r a te s  on the Evaluative 
C r i t e r ia .  Guess we need not dwell here long, s ince  Douglass 
received NATIONAL recogn it ion  in a f e a tu re  a r t i c l e  o f  the  
American School Board Jo u rn a l ,  Ju ly  i s s u e ,  1955 (See copies 
a t  Douglass L ib ra ry ) .  Dr. Benjamin Mays, n a t io n a lly  known 
educator, r a te s  i t  among the  b e s t ,  and Edito r  Dunjee begrudg
ing ly  compliments i t  as "a b eau t ifu l s h e l l . "

I^lb id .
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On the  q u a l i f ic a t io n  o f  the  school s t a f f ,  suppose we r e s t  the 
case with our d is tingu ished  E d ito r .  In h is  Black Dispatch 
e d i to r ia l  September 1, 1955, he says he to ld  th e  Oklahoma City
Board o f  Education: 'We not only d id  not in tend  to  impute a
defic iency  to  the  facu l ty  a t  Douglass —  what we know i s  th a t
the average Negro teacher  in  the c i t y  schools i s  superio r  in
tra in in g  and experience to  the  white t e a c h e r . '  How are  we 
doing? EXCELLENT PLANT and SUPERIOR FACULTY! Is  th e re  any 
question about our pupil a c t iv i t y  program when our high school 
chorus i s  in  such demand, our fo o tb a l l  team unbeaten in  fo r ty  
games, our debate and speech s tuden ts  rece iv ing  regional ac
claim beyond Oklahoma's bo rders ,  our Student Council holding 
i t s  own in  th e  National Student Council A ssocia tion , our Na
tiona l High School Honor Society tak ing  top honors, with a 
Hi-Y th a t  has received the h ighest r a t in g  in  th e  s t a t e  fo r  
f i f t e e n  consecutive y e a rs ,  and with E d ito r  Dunjee him self r e 
fe r r in g  l a s t  school year  to  our band as the  b e s t .  Do we need 
to  go fu r th e r  on our pupil a c t i v i t y  program? I f  so ,  th e re  i s  
p lenty  y e t  to  be to ld !

I assume th a t  someone might want to  know how we measure on 
curriculum — fourth  in the  s t a t e  in  terms o f  u n i t s ,  but th a t  
is  not enough. We ra te  high in academic and vocational a reas.
Let the  r e s u l t s  speak. We have several s tuden ts  in the  engineer
ing school o f  the  University  of Oklahoma and o the r  leading uni
v e r s i t i e s ,  which ind ica te s  adequate mathematics. Our graduates 
have, or are  now serving as nurses in  the  Veterans H osp ita l ,  
University  H osp ita l ,  and numerous h o s p i ta ls  throughout the  
country. (Would you l ik e  to  have t h e i r  names?)

This re fu te s  the  untrue statem ent t h a t  the  Douglass High School 
does not o f f e r  enough science to  equip s tuden ts  fo r  nursing. 
Someone might have been re je c te d  because she f a i l e d  to  take 
the required  courses while a t  Douglass. I f  I f a i l e d  to  take 
law while a s tuden t o f  the U n ivers ity  o f  Chicago, can the  uni
v e rs i ty  be blamed fo r  my not passing th e  bar?

Our s tuden ts  have no tro u b le  en te r ing  pre-medical courses .
The f i r s t  Negro doctor to  graduate from the  U nivers ity  o f  Okla
homa i s  from Douglass. The f i r s t  Negro, so f a r  as I know, in 
the south to  take  the  d i f f i c u l t  examination fo r  a Rhodes Scholar
ship i s  a graduate o f  Douglass. Two Douglass graduates are 
being admitted to  the U niversity  o f  Oklahoma medical school th i s  
f a l l ;  a t  l e a s t  th ree  o f  our graduates have been employed as tech
n ic ians  a t  th e  Medical Research Foundation out on Thirteenth  
S t r e e t ;  an outstanding young chemist who i s  a Douglass graduate.
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has been brought to  th e  Foundation in  recen t months; o ther  
Douglass graduates have served as labo ra to ry  technicians a t  
Tinker F ie ld ,  Homer P h i l l ip s  Hospital in  S t .  Louis, and o th e r  
in s t i t u t i o n s .

The science department a t  Douglass i s  one o f  th e  best equip
ped in  the s t a t e ,  e s p e c ia l ly  in  chemistry and physics. The 
chemistry te a c h e r ,  with a m as te r 's  degree in  chemistry from 
th e  U niversity  o f  Iowa, received high p ra ise  f o r  his c o n t r i 
butions to  a workshop in N ashville  th i s  summer, and the same 
i s  tru e  f o r  a biology teacher who won high acclaim in a work
shop a t  the  U niversity  of Oklahoma.

In our vocational auto-mechanics (not a car-washing shop, but 
rea l auto mechanics — come see f o r  y o u rse lf )  the  in s tru c to r  
ranked high in  a mixed c la ss  o f  w hite  and Negro auto-mechan
ic s  taught by General Motors t h i s  summer. (Can anyone ques
t io n  th a t? )  The teachers  of ca rp e n try ,  brickmasonry, p r in t 
ing (and he has over $30,000 worth o f  p r in t in g  equipment in 
h is  shop — and i t  i s  new) — a l l  are  recognized tradesmen. 
The teacher o f  upholstery  and f u rn i tu re  rebu ild ing  a t t ra c te d  
much a t te n t io n  f o r  h is  co n tr ibu tions  a t  a workshop a t  A. and 
M. College th i s  summer. We could go on down the  line but 
time will no t permit.

Well, I have worked with you people in th i s  c i t y  for s ix teen  
y e a rs .  I do not mislead you when I t e l l  you Douglass ra te s  
high in most of the areas of the  Evaluative C r i te r ia  and is  
outstanding in a la rg e  number of them.

Now, a few words about Central High School. I t  is  a good 
school, y e t  i t  i s  a dec lin ing  school. Ten y ears  ago. Central 
had an enrollment o f  2300 s tu d en ts ;  but in  s p i t e  of the v as t  
sums appropriated to  provide l i f e  f o r  i t  through vocational 
courses ,  i t s  enrollment had declined  to  le s s  than f i f te e n  
hundred a t  the  c lo se  of school in  1955.

Do you know why th e re  are two Classen High Schools in  Okla
homa City? I w ill  t e l l  you. When the  new Classen moved to  
a new s i t e ,  the old Classen was scheduled to  become a ju n io r  
high school , with a p a r t  o f  th e  o ld  area to  serve in giving 
add itional s tuden ts  to  build  Central up. There was such pro
t e s t  aga in st having these  s tuden ts  to  go to  Central,  th a t  
another way had to  be found to  b u i ld  up dec l in ing  Central; 
namely, make i t  a ju n io r - s e n io r  high school fo r  the f i r s t  
time in h is to ry .
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The po in t o f  th i s  information? The people of th e  race using 
Central or l iv in g  nearby did not see what our Central r e c r u i t -  
Editor saw.

Now, a f t e r  t h i s  week please excuse me to  serve  th e  f i n e s t  s tu 
dents o f  the  most wonderful parents  o f  the  b e s t  community in 
the world. These two a r t i c l e s  were w r i t te n  to  inform the  
pub lic . There i s  much work to  be done — g e t  tra c k s  moved on 
the south s id e  o f  Tenth S t r e e t ,  ge t more jobs  f o r  Negroes, 
f ig h t  th e  common foe o f  the Negro, and make our c i ty  a b e t te r  
place in  which to  l i v e .

In c id e n ta l ly ,  I am not mad a t  Roscoe Dunjee. We have d if fe re d  
before and had fun. Hope the  Editor l iv e s  to  be a hundred to  
f ig h t  f o r  th e  race .

Edito r , you are  in v i te d  out to  swap jokes in  th e  a i r -c o n d i
tioned o f f ic e  of our 'b e a u t i fu l  sh e l l . '* ®

As i t  seemed apparent F. D. was going to  leave th e  question o f  

Douglass as "a fake and a s h e l l"  to  the pub lic . E d ito r  Dunjee con

tinued the  debate on the  "FAMOUS DOUGLASS HIGH SCHOOL":

Principal Moon's a r t i c l e  in  the  l a s t  week's Black Dispatch i s  
amusing. He confines the major portion o f  h is  a r t i c l e  to  t e l l  
our readers Douglass i s  as good as the  worst high school in 
Oklahoma. That i s  not our con ten tion . We sa id  Douglass High 
School i s  no t as good as the  b e s t .  This w r i t e r  s e t  up Central 
High School as the  b es t  in the  S ta te ,  and we s a id  th a t  the  
measure by the  standards o f  th e  Douglass High School was j u s t  
as good as C en tra l .  Does P rinc ipa l Moon deny t h i s ?  We say 
th a t  Central o f fe r s  2-1/2 u n i t s  o f  c re d i t  w hile  Douglass 
o ffe rs  only 1 -1 /2 ,  and we fee l  any 8th grade s tu d e n t  would 
agree with th a t  argument. That 202 i s  tw ice as much as 101.

We could ge t  somewhere arguing with th i s  e ru d i t e  scho lar  i f  
he would s top b icycling  away from every p o in t  we t r y  to  make. 
We have never re fe rred  to  any o ther school except Booker 
Washington High School in  Tulsa and we take  t h i s  pos ition  th a t  
P rincipal Moon when he attempts to  r e f e r  t o  Douglass High

^^F. D. Moon, "How to  Rate a High School," Black D ispatch, 15
September 1955.
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School as n a t io n a l ly  famous should t e l l  h is  aud ito rs  what makes 
the school he heads n a t io n a l ly  famous. By what y a rd s t ick  does 
he determine th a t  th e  school he heads i s  outstanding to  the  
point t h a t  he can a c tu a l ly  say th a t  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  i s  na tion 
a l ly  famous? No o th e r  school in the c i t y  has an a ir-co o led  
p r in c ip a l 's  o f f i c e ,  no o th e r  school in  the  c i ty  occupies a 
one s to ry  build ing a block and a h a l f  long , but Principal Moon 
d irec ts  a facu l ty  th a t  o f fe r s  one h a l f  the  u n i t  of c r e d i t s  as 
does the Central High School. I t  would be famous in  th a t  i t  
o ffers  in the most beau tifu l bu ild ing  in  the  c i ty  only h a l f  
th a t  i s  offered w hites . That should unquestionably make i t  
famous.

Now we have a l l  the  argument th a t  i s  being made about the  com
petence of th i s  w r i t e r  to  determine what i s  a good school, but 
Superintendent Swanson i s  a l i t t l e  hazy as to  what u n its  rep re 
sen t and Principal Moon says they d o n ' t  mean much. We are in 
clined to  o f fe r  a lay  opinion regarding what un its  r e a l ly  repre
sen t  and amount to .

As the carpen ter  u n i t  i s  th e  inch and the  grocery u n i t  i s  the 
quart and a peck, the  u n i t  i s  the determ ination of the quan tity  
in  the educational arena. So much o f  t h i s  and so much o f  th a t  
i s  added toge ther  in  determination o f  what i s  given to  an in 
dividual as a s trong well balanced educational background.
That i s  our idea what u n its  rep resen t in  a cu l tu ra l  arena.
Now, the  q u a l i ty  comes in the  in s t ru c t io n a l  s t a f f .  One might 
be o ffe r ing  an adequate number o f  u n i t s  bu t have poorly p re 
pared ind iv idua ls  to  impart t h e i r  in form ation .

But we are  not going to  be bumped o f f  with the  term u n i ts  by 
Principal Moon. I t  sounds good and we remember to o ,  i t  was 
Abraham Lincoln who s a id ,  'God must have loved the common 
people because he made so many of them .' We w ill not be foo led . 
Educators use the  term u n i ts  e n t i r e ly  too much fo r  P rincipal 
Moon to  wave his arms and shout th a t  u n i t s  d o n 't  mean much, and 
he has never stopped long enough in h is  unrighteous ind ignation  
to  t e l l  the Black Dispatch readers  what u n i t s  a c tu a l ly  rep resen t .  
I t  is  not enough to  negate and say u n i t s  mean nothing. L e t 's  
have an a ff irm a tive  s ta tem ent.  What does u n i t  mean?

Principal Moon unw itting ly  runs h im self  in to  a corner when he 
preceives in his a r t i c l e  l a s t  week to  drag in Northwest, Clas
sen , Grant and a l l  the  r e s t .  He pointed out th a t  a l l  o f  these  
schools have le ss  u n its  than Douglass, th e  famous school we 
have c a l le d  a fake and a s h e l l .
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Now fo r  the  sentimental d r ive l about Douglass being smeared. 
This i s  done when Moon s a id ,  ' to  t r y  to  smear the  q u a l i ty  of 
in s tru c t io n  ca rr ied  on a t  Douglass was an unnecessary f ro th  
to  his a d m in is tra t io n ,  f a c u l ty ,  s tuden t body, patrons and 
in te re s ted  c i t i z e n s .  To say th a t  the  a t tack  was d irec ted  a t  
the superin tendent o f  the  Oklahoma C ity  Board o f  Education 
in no way deminishes the  damage of Douglass. I f  the v ir tu e  
of Central i s  so a t t r a c t i v e ,  can they not be p ic tu red  without 
try ing to  smear a cherished i n s t i t u t i o n  which i s  dear to  
thousands o f  c i t i z e n s ? '

In th a t  su b tle  manner P rinc ipa l Moon attempted to  arouse the 
c i t iz e n ry  genera lly  ag a in s t  the  p o s i t io n  of the Black Dis- 
parch. But to th i s  demagoguery we a r i s e  to  say i t  i s  the  
high school b u l le t in  t h a t  smears Douglass not the  Black Dis
patch. All we depend upon i s  the f a c t  th a t  Central High 
School o f fe rs  2-1/2 u n i t s  and Douglass 1 -1 /2 . T ha t 's  the 
t ru th .  Surely we have a r ig h t  to  t e l l  the c i t iz e n s  about 
th is  alarming d is p a r i ty  between the two schools and we want 
Principal Moon to  know th a t  Douglass i s  not cherished by 
th is  w r i te r .  J u s t  now i t  i s  the only th ing  th a t  stands be
tween the  Oklahoma City black man and educational freedom. 
We're going to publish a t  an ear ly  da te  the to ta l  un its  o f
fered in Oklahoma City school d i s t r i c t s  fo r  white and colored 
school ch ild ren  so t h a t  Mr. Moon w ill  be fo rever ashamed he 
dragged in  the o th e r  white schools in  the  area to  prove h is  
point.

In ju s t i c e  to  the  Douglass High School p r in c ip a l ,  we believe 
he has to ld  the fab le  about Douglass High School being f a 
mous so long th a t  he a c tu a l ly  believes  th i s  f ic t io n  himself

By the way, did you no tice  in  the a r t i c l e  about the g lo r ie s  
o f  the segregated school he f a i l e d  to  r e f e r  to  the  d is t in c t io n  
we made in  our a r t i c l e  between in d u s t r ia l  and vocational edu
cation? He may argue u n t i l  h is  face i s  purple t h a t  u n its  mean 
nothing to  education but in th i s  d iscussion  the d ifference  
between in d u s tr ia l  and vocational education i s  the  most u n it  
of th i s  squabble. We th ink  the p r in c ip a l  of the  famous school 
out on Eastern Avenue owes i t  to  us to  give j u s t  one more 
a r t i c l e  in which he dea ls  with the unw illingness o f  the S ta te  
Department of Education d i s p i t e  the m ob ili ty  o f  the population 
to  educate a Negro ch i ld  in the f i e l d  where th e re  i s  no occu
pational opportunity  and then square up th i s  s trange  phenom
enon with a d i s s e r ta t io n  on the  d if fe re n ce  o f  what he i s .
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ta lk in g  about and what we p resen t to  our readers 

Despite the  verbal a t ta ck  drawing a t te n t io n  to  Douglass High 

School, by September, 1955, fo r  the  f i r s t  time in  Oklahoma C i ty 's  

h is to ry ,  black and m ajority  s tuden ts  attended in teg ra te d  c la s s e s .  -An 

ear ly  system wide po ll  revealed 52,138 s tudents  en ro lled  in  th e  pub

l i c  schools with Capitol H ill showing the la rg e s t  enrollm ent o f  

2,061 s tu d en ts ,  and in teg ra te d  c la sse s  were in e ig h t  p rev ious ly  ma

j o r i t y  schools. Blacks were en ro lled  a t  Central High School; Frank

l in  and Webster Ju n io r  High Schools; Creston H i l l s ,  Culbertson,

Lincoln, Riverside and Walnut Grove elementary schools .  Over 60 

students helped comprise the  enrollment o f  1,660 s tuden ts  a t  Central

High School. Douglass' enrollment of 722 s tuden ts  showed no m a jo r ity  

18
white count.

Curriculum and A c t iv i t i e s  

Although Douglass High School did not p a r t i c ip a te  as a pioneering 

in teg ra ted  school in the  Oklahoma City school system during th e  

f i r s t  year  o f  in t e g r a t io n ,  F. D. continued to  adm iniste r a comprehen

s ive  high school. In f a c t ,  the "Douglass Family" increased  

a l l  areas o f  in s t r u c t io n .  For example, one noted a c t iv i t y  was

^^Roscoe Dunjee, "Famous Douglass High School," Black Dispatch, 
15 September 1955.

^^Black D ispatch , 4, 7 September 1955; Oklahoma City  Times,
7, 14 September 1955.
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t h e i r  continued i n t e r e s t  in  black achievements during Negro History

Week, a t  which time:

An in te re s t in g  brochure of f a c ts  concerning the achievements 
and con tr ibu tions  of Negroes to  a l l  phases of contemporary 
l i f e  was compiled by the  Douglass High School s t a f f  and s tu 
dents and d i s t r ib u te d  to  a l l  students during the Negro History 
Week observance. Douglass's vocational p r in t in g  s tu d en ts  
under the  d i r e c t io n  o f  Mr. Lawrence Dorden p r in ted  the  booklet.

Through d a i ly  broadcast over the Douglass High School address 
system, many s tuden ts  were acquainted with the achievements 
of Negroes in  the  f i e l d  of socia l sc ience , s p o r ts ,  science and 
music. These broadcasts  were conducted by s tuden ts  themselves 
in these f i e l d s  a t  Douglass . . .19

Another school a c t iv i t y  which seemed to  draw community in t e r e s t

was the Douglass High School's  Verse Choir. This o rgan iza tion  was

the  only one of i t s  kind in Oklahoma and one o f  the  few in  the

United S ta te s .  Consuelo Tompkins, public  speaking in s t r u c to r

a t  Douglass, was o r ig in a to r  o f  the  Verse Choir in  1950. The cho ir

made music o f  poetry by reading i t  in  unison and d iv id ing  i t  in to

p a r ts  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  voices and e f f e c t s .  The cho ir  made annual

appearances with the  interdenominational cho ir  and o th e r  specia l

20
church programs throughout Oklahoma City and the  S ta te .

Mrs. Thompkins revealed:

The idea was unusual. Many o f  her s tuden ts  were poor read e rs ,  
she discovered in  teaching public  speaking. So many read 
poorly . . .  and they had troub le  memorizing poems. ' I  de
vised th i s  plan in  the hope th a t  they could get beauty out of

T^Black D ispatch, 16 February 1956. 

^ ° Ib id .
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reading and enjoyment ou t  o f  l e a rn in g ' .  . . The plan worked.
The s tuden ts  a t  Douglass now l i k e  the p lan . More o f  them 
want in  the cho ir  than the  l im i t  o f  twenty-four w ill  accommo
date. The main purpose was to  c re a te  in  the  ch ildren  the 
des ire  to  read and develop t h e i r  apprec ia tion  o f  what they 
were reading . . . some o f  them are  6low._but put them in  
a group and they j u s t  go on with the r e s t . 2*

Most o f  the se lec tio n s  read by th e  cho ir  were standard poems.

Some of the m a te r ia ls  were e sp e c ia l ly  w r it ten  fo r  the cho ir .  In

1955 Squire Watkins, a member of the  c h o i r ,  wrote the Christmas

s to ry  which was presented a t several churches during th e  season.

Future Business Leaders o f  America was organized a t  Douglass

in 1956. The membership o f  75 s tuden ts  were p r im arily  students

in te re s te d  in  business education and were under the  supervision o f

22
t h e i r  in s t r u c to r s ,  Dorothy Burnett and G. A. Williams.

In teg ra ted  F i r s t s  and S tuden ts ' Achievements

As the  f i r s t  yea r  o f  in te g ra t io n  in  public  schools unfolded in

Oklahoma C ity ,  several f i r s t  in te g ra te d  experiences happened fo r  the

"Douglass Family." For example:

A brusing high school fo o tb a l l  game in Capitol H ill . . . 
c a r r ied  Oklahoma City p a s t  another ra c ia l  desegregation mile
s tone.

The hard-fought co n tes t  in which Capitol Hill bea t  Douglass, 
13-6, was the  c i t y ' s  f i r s t  Negro-white game. Even during the 
storybook ending when th e  Capitol Hill youngsters  surged pas t

21 Ib id .

2^Black D ispatch, 3 May 1956. Dorothy B urne tt ,  interview held 
2915 Creston, Oklahoma C ity , Oklahoma.



341

the Negro squad with only 27 seconds remaining in the  game, 
th e re  were no in c id e n ts .

A capacity  crowd o f 8,000 was on i t s  f e e t  but ou ts ide  o f  shout
ing i t s e l f  hoarse ,  showed the same conduct as the  p layers  on 
the f i e l d .

Police reported  the same show of sportsmanship continued in to  
the post-game c e le b ra t in g .

Unknown to  many fan s ,  th e  contest was perhaps the p e r fe c t  ic e 
breaker f o r  desegregated play because the  two schools have 
had amiable a t h l e t i c  re la t io n s  f o r  several yea rs .

They have met prev iously  in baseball and have engaged in  in 
formal scrimmage sess ions  a t  the s t a r t  of foo tba ll  campaigns 
in previous y e a rs .

The Capitol H ill v ic to ry  ended a 46-game winning s treak  fo r  
Douglass, da ting  back to  the  1951 opener. Capitol Hill had 
clinched a t  l e a s t  a t i e  f o r  its  e ighth  s t r a ig h t  Mid-State 
conference t i t l e .

The match may go down as one of th e  Oklahoma City c l a s s i c s ,  
so c lean ly  but b ru is in g ly  was i t  fought. The outweighed 
Douglass Trojans, through fierce tack ling  and blocking, kept 
the  score knotted a t  6 - a l l  until the d r ive  by the  Redskins 
in the  f in a l  minutes o f  th e  fourth q u a r te r .

A hero ic  goal l i n e  s tand  by Douglass f a i l e d  to  hold the 
heavier fo rces  when Capitol Hill marked up a f i r s t - a n d - t e n  
on about the  one-foo t l i n e ,  on a fourth-down t r y .

Pre-game ceremonies included Capitol H ill cheerleaders  in 
troducing t h e i r  Douglass counterparts to  th e  Redskin cheer
ing s e c t io n ,  with th e  process repeated in f ro n t  o f  the  Doug
la ss  s e c t io n .23

Further:

I t  was voted here January 6 , 1956, to  accept Douglass School 
as a member o f  th e  once powerful Mid-State A th le t ic  Confer
ence. The four member loop is th e  f i r s t  group in  the  S ta te

9 5
Oklahoma C ity Times, 4 November 1955.
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to  take a Negro school in to  a h i th e r to  a l l  white conference. 
The o th e r  members o f  the  conference ag a in s t  which Douglass 
will seek competition are Northwest Classen, Capitol H i l l ,  
Enid, and Shawnee . . .

The Capitol Hill School and Douglass of Oklahoma City made 
fo o tb a l l  h is to ry  l a s t  November when they met in a game 
which marked the  f i r s t  time in the  S ta te  t h a t  a Negro 
school played a white team . . .

The ac t ion  adm itting Douglass High School in to  th e  Mid-State 
A th le t ic  Conference was taken here during the  f i r s t  day o f  
a two day meeting o f  the  Oklahoma High School A th le t ic
A ssoc ia tion .24

The acceptance o f  Douglass in to  the Mid-State Conference

seemed a fundamental change in Oklahoma's a t t i t u d e  toward black high

school s tu d e n ts '  p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  in teg ra ted  s p o r t s .  Likewise, th i s

a t t i t u d in a l  change was noted during the  same y e a r  on the  co llege

le v e l .  For example, "P ren tice  Gauntt, g r id iron  powerhouse of Okla-

25
homa C ity 's  Douglass T ro jans ,"  announced th a t  he would a t ten d  the 

University  o f  Oklahoma in  Norman in  1957. Although a s e n io r  a t  the 

time o f  the announcement, Gauntt s ta te d :  "I f ig u re  t h a t  since  i t

^^Black Dispatch, 12 January 1956. 

25Black Dispatch, 23 February 1956.

P ren tice  Gauntt was capta in  of Coach Moses M i l l e r ' s  1955 power
house a t  Douglass High School. He aided the  Trojans in  t h e i r  s t r in g  
o f  1956 s t r a i g h t  games without d e fea t .  At Douglass High, Gauntt was 
p res iden t of th e  sen io r  c la s s ,  won the Civitan Club award, was a 
member of th e  National Honor Socie ty , voted th e  outs tanding  back in 
1956 and played in  the  Oklahoma high school a l l - s t a r  game scoring  
two touchdowns, one o f  them an 86 yard k ic k -o f f .  When P ren tice  
Gauntt stepped onto th e  blue g rass  t u r f  o f  P i t t  Stadium in P i t t s 
burgh, i t  was the  f i r s t  time a black a th le te  had ever worn the Crim
son and Red o f  the U niversity  o f  Oklahoma ag a in s t  a foe .  Black 
Dispatch, 18 October 1957.
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is  fo r  Oklahoma, and no boy o f  our race has ever been on th e  team 

a t  Oklahoma U nivers ity ,  I would go th e re  and do my b e s t  and t r y  to  

make a way fo r  o ther Negro boys. I hope i t  w ill  encourage more o f  

them and be a beginning.

On February 14, 1956, th e  Douglass High School Student Council 

was host to  eleven predominantly white c i t y  schools .  These included: 

Harding, Capitol H i l l ,  Northwest C lassen, Northeast C en tra l ,  Putnam 

C ity ,  Midwest City, Classen, U. S. Grant, John M arshall, and South

e a s t .  This occasion was in cooperation w ith  a ge t  acquainted v i s i t a 

t io n  program. All schools p a r t i c ip a t in g ,  including Douglass, be-

27
longed to  the  In te r s ta te  Student Council.

On April 28, 1956, s ix ty - f iv e  Douglass chorus members joined 

choral members from Northwest Classen, Capitol H ill Senior High 

School, Central C lassen, Grant, John M arshall,  Northeast and South

e a s t  Junior-Senior High Schools in  a secondary choral f e s t i v a l .

The mass concert was under th e  d i re c t io n  o f  Henry Foth, music super-

28
v is o r  o f  Oklahoma C i ty 's  secondary schools .

During the y e a r  the  12th grade Y Teen Club made up o f  sen ior 

g i r l s  had as th e i r  p ro je c t  a cooking c la s s  sponsored by the  Okla

homa Natural Gas Company. The gas company fu rn ished  th e  r e c ip e s .

Z l̂bid.

^^Black Dispatch, 1 March 1956. 

Z îbid.
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cooking books and foods to  be prepared. This a c t i v i t y  marked the

29
f i r s t  time a club o f  black g i r l s  had p a r t i c ip a te d  in the  program.

In the meantime the :

Trade and in d u s t r ia l  awards were rece ived  by 36 Douglass s tu 
dents who p a r t ic ip a te d  fo r  the f i r s t  time in  the annual 
trade  and in d u s t r ia l  f i e l d  day held April 26, 27 during the 
Southwestern Exposition o f  Science and In d u s tr ie s  a t  the  
Oklahoma City f a i r  grounds. Awards o f  honor and s k i l l  per
formance, techn ica l information and id e n t i f i c a t io n  were taken 
in  the f i e l d  o f  brickmasonry, auto mechanics, cosmetology, 
d r a f t in g ,  p r in t in g ,  and upho ls te r ing .

Receiving the  honors in brickmasonry were Alphonso Whitby, 
W illie  F izer and Simon A rberth ia . These boys received 
's u p e r io r  r a t i n g '  in the  f i e l d .  Roy J .  Evans rece ived  the 
ra t in g  o f  'good' in the f i e l d  o f  auto mechanics. 'E x ce l len t '  
r a t in g  was received by Luke Black, Sherman C arther ,  Jeromey 
Washington, William Johnson and Mark White in  s k i l l  perform
ance, and Luke Black, W illie  Dean, George Jensins  and Jerome 
Washington were rated  'good . ' In c a rp e n try ,  Fred Eakers r e 
ceived an 'e x c e l le n t '  r a t in g  in  tech n ica l  in form ation; ra ted  
'good' was L. Thomas Douglass. In cosmetology, th e  'ex ce l
l e n t '  mark was won by Thelma Booker and Cleo Crawford; Sh ir
ley  Glover and Joyce Moreland rece ived  'good' r a t in g s  . . . .  
In p r in t in g ,  Russell Perry took a 'good' r a t in g  in  s k i l l  
performance . . . rated 'good' in  upho ls te r ing  were s tudents  
S idney .S te l l and Henry J o h n s o n . 3 0

In May 1956, Douglass High School instrum ental s tuden ts  won 

six  awards during a T r i-S ta te  School Meet in  Enid, Oklahoma. Ac

cording to  d i r e c to r  G. L. Buford, band d i r e c to r  a t  Douglass a t  

th a t  tim e, th e re  were more than 8,000 s tu d en ts  from 14 d i f f e r e n t  

s ta t e s  represen ted  during the f e s t i v a l .  Oklahoma City schools 

represented besides Douglass were Capitol H i l l ,  Southeast Classen,

2* lb id .

^^Black D ispatch , 10 May 1956.
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Harding, Putnam City and T a f t .  In f a c t :

William P i t t s ,  Douglass High School tw i r l e r ,  won th e  f i r s t  
award -  a maroon-white ribbon and bronze medal. Second 
place was won by Oscar Jenkins, trumpet solo; Don Tillman, 
c l a r in e t  so lo ;  Ronald Harding, c l a r in e t  solo; Everett Green, 
baritone  . . .

Another f i r s t  was made by Douglass inasmuch as i t  was the 
f i r s t  and only Negro school allowed to  e n te r  the  c o n te s t  
a c t i v i t i e s  in th e  tw enty-four year  h is to ry  of the organiza
t io n .  . .3»

Aside from the  noted p a r t i c u la r s  happening fo r  the  "Douglass 

Family" during the f i r s t  y e a r  o f  in teg ra tio n  in the Oklahoma City 

school system several Douglass graduates were doing well in col

leges o f  t h e i r  cho ice .  For example:

F. D. Moon, P r inc ipa l o f  Douglass High School, announced . .
. he had rece ived  no tice  th a t  Ruby Jean Hardiman, Frances 
Hawkins, and S h ir le y  Ann Richards, members of the 1955 gradu
ating  c l a s s ,  had a t ta in e d  college honor s ta tu s  fo r  th e  f i r s t  
semester o f  1955-56. . . .

In a l e t t e r  t o  Mr. Moon, C o ll is  H. Davis, Hampton r e g i s t r a r ,  
s ta te d :  'P lea se  accept my s incere  congratu la tions  to  you
and to .y o u r  in s t ru c t io n a l  s t a f f  on the f in e  prepara tion  
which has been given these  s tu d en ts .  Without a s o l id  high 
school foundation , i t  would have been very d i f f i c u l t  fo r  
them to  a t t a in  honor ro l l  s ta tu s  in  co llege. We apprec ia te  
the  good work o f  your fa c u l ty  in  t r a in in g  these  s tu d e n ts ,  
and we look forward to  having more o f  your q u a l if ied  gradu
a tes  en ro lled  in  th i s  co l lege .  . .32

By the  same token:

Miss Ora Marvienne Jenkins and Miss Gwendolyn M. Strong, 1952* 
53 Douglass graduates . . . re sp ec t iv e ly ,  l i s t e d  as s tudents

31 Black Dispatch, 17 May 1956.

^^Black Dispatch, 12 April 1956.
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of superio r  s tanding a t  Central S tate College a t  Wilber Force, 
Ohio. Both have been placed on the Dean's Honor L is t .  Howard 
H. Strong, Dean o f  College, in a l e t t e r  to  P. D. Moon s ta te d :
'We are glad always to  inform high schools o f  the  success o f  
th e i r  graduates a t  Central S ta te  College. You w ill  undoubtedly 
be in te re s ted  in  the  accomplishment o f  your graduates Ora M. 
Jenkins, music major, r a t in g  3.27 and Gwendolyn M. Strong, 
social w elfare , major r a t i n g ,  3.31. This cumulative record i s  
a summary of a l l  the  work they have done in th i s  co llege and 
is  based on a s c a le  running from 0-4. The average cumulative 
ra t ing  o f  our s tuden ts  i s  approximately 2 .4 .  You w ill recog
nize o f  course the  su p e r io r  standing of your graduates which 
q u a l i f ie s  p lacing them on the  Dean's l i s t  o f  honor. Usually 
not more than one-ten th  o f  the students achieves the  dean 's  
l i s t .  . .33

Nearing the  end o f  the  school year  1955-56, the Douglass Hi-Y 

under the sponsorship o f  Otis Lawrence and Maurice Benefee presented 

four p ic tu res  o f  "two g re a t  A m e r i c a n s t o  th e  "Douglass Family" 

during a general assembly. The p resen ta tion  included two la rge  and 

two small photographs o f  Frederick  Douglass, a b o l i t i o n i s t ,  and Frede

r ick  Douglass Moon, educator. The la rge  p ic tu re s  were hung in  the

lobby of the auditorium and the  small p ic tu res  were hung in  the

35
p r in c ip a l 's  p o r t r a i t  g a l le ry .

Douglass graduated 155 sen io rs  a t  th e  end o f  the  1955-56

school year .  John L es ter  Buford, p res iden t o f  the National

Education Association and superin tenden t o f  schools in  Mount Vernon,

36
I l l i n o i s ,  was speaker f o r  th e  commencement ex e rc ises .

^^Black Dispatch, 3 May 1956 

^^Black Dispatch, 1 June 1956. 

Ŝ Ibid.
36Black D ispatch, 24 May 1956.



CHAPTER XIV

DOUGLASS HIGH SCHOOL IN

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 1956-1958

In 1956, F. D. along with members o f  th e  Oklahoma City Negro

C itizens ' group including  I ra  D. H a ll ,  chairman. Reverend W. K.

Jackson, Cernoria D. Johnson and George Ragland sought a id  fo r

displaced black teachers  in Oklahoma in  a conference with Governor

Raymond Gary. S p e c i f ic a l ly ,  the  problem was "what t o  do about

qua l if ied  Negro teachers  d isp laced  by school in te g ra t io n ." ^  The

Governor's personal recognition  o f  th e  problem lead him to  promise

the delegation a conference with s t a t e  department heads in an e f -
2

f o r t  to  absorb q u a l i f ie d  persons in to  s t a t e  department jo b s .  In 

f a c t ,  in  add ition  to  concern fo r  d isp laced  black te ach e rs  in  Okla

homa due to  school in te g ra t io n ,  F. D. and the  Urban League, as 

well as o ther black o rg an iz a tio n s ,  pursued th e  abolishment of rac ia l
3

discrim ination  in  s t a t e  jobs .

^See Arthur L. Toison, The Black Oklahomans H istory: 1541- 
1972 (New Orleans: Edmond P r in tin g  company, 1972), p .  184.

^Ifaid.

^Black D ispatch. 30 November 1956.

In 1945, the  Council o f  Social Welfare in v i te d  th e  National 
Urban League to  make a survey o f  s o c ia l  and economic conditions 
among blacks in  Oklahoma City. As a r e s u l t  o f  the  s tudy  the  Urban 
League was organized. Ten o f  the  c h a r te r  members were: Mrs. Zelia
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During th e  1956-1957 school y e a r  44 o f  96 segregated schools

N. Breaux, C arrie  L. Edwards, M. B. Glismann, Harry S. Schafer, W.
K. West, J e s s ie  T. Owens, George R. Ragland, L. D. Lacy, Dr. John 
F. Burton, and Reverend M. L. Bethel.

The Urban League o f  Oklahoma C ity , and n a t io n a l ly  as envi
sioned by Cernoria Johnson by 1955, was a soc ia l  w elfare  agency us
ing social work techniques in helping to  r e l i e v e  problems o f  hea l th ,  
housing, employment and race r e l a t i o n s .  To th i s  means P. D. had 
served five years  as p res iden t of the  organization  in Oklahoma City 
by 1956, and serving as Chairman o f  the  Committee on Education in  
1949.

By March, 1955, th e re  was a membership o f  1,383 members o f  the 
Urban League. Various committees functioned under F. D .'s  admini
s t r a t io n  in an e f f o r t  to  draw the Urban League c lo se r  to  a l l  segments 
o f  the community through c l a r i t y  and in te rp re ta t io n  o f  the  League's 
r o le .

The In d u s tr ia l  Relations Committee marked i t s  f i r s t  s ix  months 
o f  operation by October 18, 1955. The focus o f  th i s  committee was 
in th ree  major a rea s :  job development, vocational guidance and pub
l i c  re la t io n s .  Through th i s  committee's e f f o r t  the  f i r s t  black 
c lerk  in  the X-ray department was h ired  a t  the  University  Hospital, 
a route salesmen was h ired  a t  S te f f e n 's  Dairy, th ree  women were hired 
as candlers a t  th e  Bretwood Egg Company, a postlogger was placed at 
the  Walker E le c tr ic  S t a t i s t i c  Company, fou r women were placed in  the 
c l e r ic a l  department a t  Tinker F ie ld  and f iv e  men were h ired  in the 
production department a t  Tinker F ie ld .  All of which were r e f e r r a l s  
from the  In d u s tr ia l  Committee under the  presidency o f  F. D. by 1956.

In a d d it io n ,  the  Vocational Service Committee o f  the  Urban 
League under the chairmanship of George R. Ragland sponsored career  
conferences a t  Douglass High School, securing  consu ltan ts  and speakers. 
The league financed the  purchase o f  m a te r ia ls  and supp lies  from 
governmental and p r iva te  o rgan iza tions  fo r  th e  conferences. There 
was a close working re la t io n s h ip  between the  League and the vocational 
Guidance Department a t  Douglass High School.

F. D .'s tenure as th e  f i r s t  black p res iden t  o f  the  Urban League 
ended in  November 1956. In expressing  h is  app rec ia t ion  to  the  o f f i 
cers  and board members of the  League he expressed: 'One o f  the  heal
thy signs in the  Oklahoma City community . . . i s  i t s  growth in in te r 
rac ia l  understanding which has mounted s te a d i ly  during the ten  year 
ex istance of the  Oklahoma City Urban League. As remarkable as the 
growth in in t e r r a c ia l  understanding has been, the  community must be 
a l e r t  t o  the f a c t  th a t  growth in human re la t io n s  and ra c ia l  coopera
t io n  requires constan t v ig i la n c e ! '  I b id . ,  A lso, Black D ispatch, 3,
24 December 1949. Oklahoma City (Oklahoma) Urban League: Minutes o f  
Meetings of the Urban League Board, 8 June 1954, 18 October 1955.
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remained. Of th e  remaining segregated schools 9 were loca ted  in  a l l  

black communities. "Actual in teg ra t io n  was reported  in  161 school 

d i s t r i c t s  with po licy  in te g ra t io n ." ^  Douglass was counted among the  

44 remaining segregated schools located  in  an a l l  black conmunity.^

D ispite  the  f a c t  th a t  in te g ra t io n  was not observable w ith in  

the Douglass p la n t ,  F. D. executed p o l ic ie s  f o r  the betterm ent o f  

the school. In f a c t ,  during an assembly the  f i r s t  few weeks o f  the  

school year:

Mr. Moon, p r in c ip a l ;  Mr. J e l t s ,  v ic e -p r in c ip a l ;  Mrs. Thelma 
Wilson, dean o f g i r l s ;  and M. F. M il le r ,  head o f  physical 
education , brought t h e i r  find ings and conclusions , a f t e r  
several s ec tio n a l  and fa c u l ty  meetings concerning p o l i c i e s ,  
th a t  would be put in to  execution immediately f o r  the  b e t t e r 
ment of Douglass.

Proper decorum in the auditorium, c o r re c t  passage in  the  
h a l l s ,  designated time fo r  students  to  go to  lo c k e rs ,  du ties  
o f  the  s tu d en t p a t ro l ,  importance o f  ha ll  perm its ,  checking 
in  and out o f  school, showing apprec ia tion  fo r  the  beau tifu l 
school by keeping i t  b e a u t i fu l ,  were explained in  d e ta i l  to  
the s tu d en t body who l i s te n e d  a t te n t iv e ly  to  the  in s t ru c t io n s  
given. At the  home room period th a t  afternoon home room 
teachers  emphasized the  observance o f  th e se  p o l i c i e s . 6

Several changes occured a t  Douglass during the  beginning o f  

the 1956-1957 school year .  For example, F. D. made th ree  assignments 

within the Douglass family and introduced one new fa c u l ty  member dur

ing the  i n i t i a l  fa c u l ty  meeting. Mrs. Sarah Jane Bell was appointed

^Black D ispatch . 21 September 1956. 

®Ibid.

^Black Dispatch, 12 October 1956.
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as sponsor o f  th e  School Student Council; Mrs. B. Ragland, English 

in s t ru c to r ,  was appointed to  rep lace Mrs. M. J .  Watson, r e t i r e d  

teacher ,  as sponsor o f  the  National Honor Society; Mrs. Minerva 

A. SIOSS was appointed as head o f  th e  Language Department; and Mr. 

Thursty M.Graham jo in ed  th e  "Douglass Family" as foreign language 

in s t ru c to r .^  In a d d i t io n ,  the  "Douglass Family" dedicated i t s  new 

stadium in a ceremony preceding a fo o tb a l l  game between the  Trojans 

and the  Cardinals o f  Central High School.®

I n te r r a c ia l  P a r t ic ip a t io n  and 
S tuden ts '  Achievements

In 1956, the  Douglass facu l ty  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  i t s  f i r s t  Dis

t r i c t  Oklahoma Education Association (OEA) workshop held a t  John 

Marshall High School. This o rg an iz a t io n 's  membership was previously  

extended to  white educators o f  Oklahoma. During the  Douglass Family's 

i n i t i a l  meeting with th e  OEA, F. D. along with Evelyn R. Strong 

served as d iscussion  le ad e r  and recorder fo r  th e i r  groups, respec

tively .®

The Douglass Trojan band was awarded two troph ies  during the  

S ta te  F a i r 's  Golden Anniversary c o n te s t ,  a con test  previously closed 

to  black p a r t i c ip a n ts .  One trophy represented  the grand championship

^Black D ispatch , 14, 21 September 1956. 

®Black D ispatch, 19 October 1956.

®Black D ispatch , 21 September 1956.
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between 51 marching bands and was based on th e  h ighest po in ts  rece ived . 

The second trophy represented  the  c lass  A d iv is io n .  The two tro p h ies  

were presented to  Verlene Johnson, band gueen, by L. Hardmitt, v ice 

chairman o f  th e  Jun ior  Chamber o f  Commerce. A th i rd  trophy won by 

the Trojans during the  y ea r  represented f i r s t  place in  Class AA fo r  

marching in competition with 27 S ta te  bands during the  Capitol H i l l ' s  

Homecoming even t.

The Douglass School attended the ten th  annual meeting of the  

UNESCO in Oklahoma. Student guests from twelve fo re ign  coun tr ies  

were in  attendance sharing  information on t h e i r  co u n try 's  thoughts 

o f  America. Each school represented decorated ta b le s  fo r  the  oc

casion . Douglass s tu d e n ts '  ta b le  included d o l l s  from foreign  coun

t r i e s  holding ribbons leading to  a glove in th e  ce n te r  of the ta b le  

which held the  f lag  of th e  United Nations.^^

In November 1956, fo r ty - f iv e  members o f  the Douglass High 

School chorus and t h e i r  d i r e c to r  Evelyn S trong, p a r t i c ip a te d  in the 

f i r s t  a l l  s t a t e  mass chorus and band f e s t iv a l  held a t  Central S ta te  

College, Edmond, Oklahoma. Choral and band performance c l i n i c s  

were included during th e  f e s t i v a l .  Guest conductors were Harry 

Robert Wilson o f  Columbia U nivers ity , and Cheyney Pittman of

^^Black D ispatch,  5 , 12, 19 October 1956.

Black D ispatch, 2 , 16 November 1956.
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IP
Southern Methodist U n ivers ity .

"Twenty Douglass s tuden ts  were i n i t i a t e d  in to  th e  Thespian 

Club a t  Central High School. They were the f i r s t  Negro s tu d en ts  to
TO

be in i t i a t e d  in to  th e  club in  the  na t ion ."  The Thespian Club was

composed o f  s tuden ts  a sp ir in g  in  dramatics. Mrs. C. V. Thompkins, 

d i r e c to r  o f  speech a t  Douglass, presented the  c h a r te r  to  F. D. dur

ing a specia l  assembly. Charter members o f  th e  Thespian Club were: 

Calvin Brown, Henry Hawkins, S h ir ley  Christopher, H all ie  Whittenburg, 

J e ss ie  Mae P a t te rso n ,  Chester M itche ll ,  Gladys Williams, Nell Smith, 

Theola Brown, Carol Kimbrough, F ra n c i l le  Dennis, Kenneth Hopgood,

Don Muse, Joseph Bruner, Leon Deere, Anita Golden, Lonzetta P e te rs ,  

Earlene Vickers, D o r ith ia  Hill and Clarence Watkins.

To exemplify f u r th e r ,  a t  l e a s t  in p a r t ,  F. D. and th e  Douglass 

Family p a r t i c ip a te d  in  in t e r r a c i a l  understanding in  1957, i t  should 

be noted th a t  on January 8 , 1957 upon an in v i ta t io n  extended by Dr. 

Leonard Cox, p r in c ip a l  o f  Capitol H ill  High School, F. D. and Alva 

Jean Spence, soprano s tu d en t  o f  Douglass' music department, p a r t i c i 

pated in the  Men's Brotherhood Program a t  Capitol Hill B ap t is t  

Church, an a l l  white o rg an iza tio n .  The purpose o f  th e  program was 

to  f o s te r  improvement o f  race r e la t io n s .  F. D. spoke on "How to

^^Black D ispatch , 16 November 1956.

^^Black D ispatch , 23 November 1956.

^S l a c k  D ispatch , 23 November 1956.
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Build a B e t te r  World."^®

Mr. Moon p ic tu red  a world s i tu a t io n  in  which na tions  and 
people are  keenly a l e r t  to  the  a c t i v i t i e s  of each o the r .
Due to  th e  revo lu tion  in the  media o f  communication and 
t ra n sp o r ta t io n  he s a id ,  'The world has become so small th a t  
what happens to  one area o f  th e  world i s  quickly transm itted  
to  the  most remote p a r t  in  the  same o r  next day. What hap
pens in  the  United S ta tes  i s  known almost immediately in  the  
o the r  p a r ts  o f  the  w o rld . '  Poin ting  out th a t  the  m ajority  
o f  the  world population rep re sen ts  the  colored ra c e ,  Mr.
Moon continued, 'We are  dependent on d is tance  areas f o r  many 
v i t a l  and needed resources .  Magnesium, fo r  example, i s  es
s e n t ia l  to  the l i f e  o f  t h i s  country and much o f  our source o f  
supply l i e s  in coun tries  of th e  near East and Middle East, 
where the people are  predominately nonwhite. There i s  c lose  
kinship between a l l  colored people. I t  i s  c lo se ly  being ob
served with i n t e r e s t  what i s  happening in the United S ta tes  
today as well as elsewhere, with regard to  people o f  the 
minority group .'

Mr. Moon urged th a t  a l l  people , whether from Indonesia, A frica 
o r  the  Middle E ast,  o r  wherever, should know about the b le s s 
ings o f  modern inven tions . 'A ll must s h a re , '  he s a id ,  ' in  
the  b en ef i ts  and be conscious o f  what democracy can mean. 
America has emerged now as a world power. She i s  under c lose 
observance and a l l  can see c l e a r ly  the  inconsis tanc ie s  when 
democracy does not apply to  a l l  a l i k e . 16

A fu r th e r  example may be noted a s :

The Douglass High School English Club and sponsors were spe
c ia l  guests o f  the  Midwest City  High School . . . when they 
presented a specia l prepared brotherhood program f o r  the  Mid
west City school s tu d en ts .

Carol Kimbrough, p re s id en t  o f  th e  c lub , was a s s i s te d  by Wanda 
Bradley as program chairman, in  p repara tion  o f  th e  program.
A sh o r t  t a lk  by Carol Kimbrough was given on ' Brotherhood in  
the  Classroom.'

^^Black Dispatch, 18 January 1957. 

I^ibid.
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A t a l k ,  'The Challenge o f  Youth Today,' by Ezekiel H ill  and 
an in te rp r e t iv e  dance by Marilyn P h i l l ip s  were g iven , f o l 
lowed by a poem s t r e s s in g  love f o r  one 's  fellowman by Ann 
Lewis and f in a l  remarks by the  p re s id en t .

Students and sponsors were qu ite  happy. The audience a t  
Midwest City was one o f  th e  most app rec ia tive  and recep tive  
ones ever w itnessed.

Following the  assembly the  club members enjoyed fu r th e r  hos
p i t a l i t y  o f  the Midwest City High School s tuden ts  who toured 
them through the a t t r a c t i v e  school area .17

In a d d i t io n ,  one hundred members o f  th e  Douglass High School 

chorus and glee club p a r t i c ip a te d  in  the  Oklahoma C i ty 's  Secondary 

School Chorus F e s t iv a l ,  held on February 14, 1957, a t  the  Capitol 

Hill High School f i e l d  house. Schools p a r t i c ip a t in g  in  t h i s  a c t iv 

i t y  were Classen, Capitol H ill  sen io r  high school. C en tra l ,  Grant, 

Harding, John M arshall, Northeast and Southeast ju n io r  and sen io r  

high schools. The Douglass s tuden ts  were in  mass concert d irec ted  

by several Oklahoma C ity  high school chorus d i r e c to r s .  Also in 

cluded in the  massive performance were more than one hundred members 

o f  the Moon Jun ior  High Schools ' chorus and several members o f  the  

Douglass High School's  o rc h e s t r a .  Evelyn R. Strong o f  th e  Douglass

family and Freddye Mae Ray o f  the  Moon Jun io r  High School

18
facu l ty  served as accompanists during the  concert .

While black Oklahomans were in c re a s in g ly  concerned with

^^Black Dispatch, 22 February 1957 

l^ lb id .
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lg
demolishing rac ia l  segregation  in  the  public accommodation a reas ,

i t  was noted th a t :

Mrs. Thelma F. Wilson, Mrs. Evelyn R. Strong, Mrs. B. B. Rag
land and Mr. Leroy Alexander, Douglass build ing rep resen ta 
t iv e s  o f  the Classroom Teachers A ssocia tion , were delegates  
to  th e  South Central Regional meeting of the  NEA department 
o f  Classroom Teachers held January 31, February 1 and 2 ,  a t  
the Biltmore Hotel, Oklahoma City . Also present as a p la t 
form guest was P rinc ipa l F. D. Moon, executive s e c re ta ry  o f  
the  Oklahoma Teachers A ssocia tion .

Oklahoma City was host f o r  the  f i r s t  time to  th i s  meeting 
which was attended by more than f iv e  hundred delegates from 
seven s ta t e s :  Arkansas, M issouri,  Louisiana, Kansas, Nebra
ska, Texas and Oklahoma.

Arrangements fo r  the  conference were in charge o f  th e  OEA and 
the Oklahoma City Classroom Teachers Association.

Problems concerning the  w elfare  o f  the te ach e rs ,  m eri t

^^Se% fo r  example, Arthur L. Toison, The Black Oklahomans His
to ry : 1541-1972. pp. 188-189.

While school in te g ra t io n  was progressing in a somewhat hapha
zard way throughout Oklahoma during Governor Gary's ad m in is tra t io n ,  
blacks continued to  a t tack  ra c ia l  d iscrim ination  in  ano ther  a rea ,  
th a t  o f  ra c ia l  segregation in  pub lic  accommodations, by u t i l i z i n g  a 
very unorthodox approach to  the  problem. Noting th a t  the  Congress 
o f  Racial Equality had staged in  1943 i t s  f i r s t  s i t - i n  demonstration 
in a r e s ta u ra n t  in the  Loop in  Chicago, black Oklahomans adopted 
th i s  technique in an attempt to  demolish rac ia l  segregation  in  the  
public accommodations a rea .

I t  was a black o rg an iza tio n ,  the  Youth Council, led  by 
Barbara Posey, p re s id en t ,  and Mrs. Clara Luper, t h e i r  a d v iso r ,  who 
in i t i a t e d  th e  a t ta c k  in May, 1957. For a y e a r ,  they u t i l i z e d  peace
ful n eg o t ia t io n s ,  involving a s e r ie s  o f  d iscussions with th e  business 
elements, t ry in g  to  convince them o f the  n ecess i ty  of 'opening t h e i r  
doors to black patronage on an equal bas is  with w h i te s . ' Meeting 
with very l i t t l e  success th e y ,  on August 19, 1958, began th e  f i r s t  
s i t - i n  a t  a Katz Drug S to re .  I b i d . ,  p. 188. The Youth Council was 
joined in t h e i r  e f f o r t s  by ad u l t  members o f  the  local NAACP chapter. 
Dr. Edward C. Moon, J r . ,  a former Douglass graduate and nephew of 
F. D., was p res iden t  o f  th e  loca l chap ter  a t  t h i s  time. See Black 
Dispatch, 29 August 1958.
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ra t in g s ,  d i s c i p l i n e ,  extended se rv ice  o f  th e  NEA and o th e r  
profess ional t r e n d s ,  were c i te d  by the in te r e s t in g  speakers 
o f  the  NEA, from Washington and from various p a r t ic ip a t in g  
s t a t e s .

Among the speakers were Dave Guhl and Margaret Stevenson, 
p res iden t  and executive sec re ta ry  re sp ec t iv e ly  o f  the  NEA 
Department o f  Classroom Teachers; Margaret Schowengerdt, 
te ach er  of Webster Grove, M issouri, high school; Jennings 
F la th e r ,  ex -p res id en t  of the Texas Classroom Teachers 
A ssociation; Ferman P h i l l ip s ,  executive se c re ta ry ,  Oklahoma 
Education A ssociation and Mrs. E ls ie  P a rn e l l ,  p res iden t  o f  
the Texas Education Association.^O

Again by February 1957, major emphasis was placed by F. D. 

and the "Douglass Family" on the  study o f  Negro l i f e  and h is to ry .  

Numerous a c t i v i t i e s  were noted during the  week under the  d irec tio n  

o f  Sherman H. H a rr is ,  in s t ru c to r ,  and students  o f  the soc ia l  s tu d 

ies  department. An a l l  school assembly and program patterned  a f t e r  

the $64,000 te le v i s io n  quiz program h ighlighted  th e  week's observ

ance. Each department was represented by s tuden t p a r t ic ip a n ts .  

Their knowledge on several phases o f  Negro h is to ry  was observable 

as they answered questions  posed by Douglass s t a f f  member, G. E. 

Waterford.

In March 1957, Mrs. C. V. Thompkins accompanied ten  Douglass 

s tudents  to  Ada, Oklahoma to p a r t i c ip a te  in the  East Central S ta te  

College Forensic Meeting. Douglass s tudents  placed as fo l lo w s :- 

Leroy Dolly and Leon Greer, su p er io r  in  standard o ra to ry ;

^^Black D ispatch , 22 February 1957. 

Z^Ibid.
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O tis  B re t t ,  su p e r io r  in  o r ig in a l  o ra to ry  and e x c e l le n t  in  
dramatic l i t e r a t u r e ;  Leroy Dolly and F ranc ile  Dennis, good 
in rad io  speaking; Anita Golden and H all ie  Jean Whittenburg, 
good in  ana ly s is  o f  pub lic  address; Ruth Joyce C o lbe r t ,  good 
in standard o ra to ry ;  Florene Newton, f a i r  in  humorous l i t 
e ra tu re .

In the  speech tournament held a t  Oklahoma City U n ivers ity ,  
B re t t  was ra ted  superio r  in  standard o ra to ry .

Students who ra ted  su p e r io r  are e l i g ib l e  to  p a r t i c ip a te  in 
the  s t a t e  speech tournament to  be held a t  th e  U nivers ity  o f  
Oklahoma in A pril .

B re t t  a lso  won second place in  the  American Legion O rator
ic a l  Contest held a t  Central High School, February 21.22

By th e  end o f  th e  1956-1957 school y e a r ,  a news a r t i c l e  held 

"DOUGLASS HIGH SCHOOL, A MODEL IN STUDENT PRIDE" in  t h e i r  i n s t i t u 

t io n  and acclaimed:

Not many white fo lk s  have been s u f f i c i e n t ly  in te r e s te d  in 
t h e i r  investment of th ree  m illions  in  Douglass High School to  
v i s i t  the  Negro p la n t  on the  old e a s ts id e  f a i r  ground s i t e .  
What you see the re  would please you. You have the  word of F. 
D. Moon, p r in c ip a l ,  t h a t  t h i s  modern education complex has 
ra ised  the s tandards ,  increased the  e f f o r t s ,  and improved the  
outlook of a l l  the  Negroes o f  th i s  community. Many improve
ments, the  o ld  r a i l r o a d  spurs which served the  e x h ib i t  have 
been removed, th e  main storm sewer which i s  bas ic  f o r  the  
drainage o f  the  acreage i s  underway. Soon the s e rv ice  roads 
w ill  be improved, sidewalks w ill  be i n s t a l l e d ,  en trance from 
Tenth S t re e t  w ill  be adequate and even tua lly  the  g o l f  course 
w ill  be b u i l t .

Students walk long d is tances  between th e  main s t ru c tu re  and 
such c la ss  bu ild ings  as th e  old 4-H headquarters .  I t  i s  a 
soggy t r e k  in  the  usual wet weather o f  t h i s  A p ril .  Scars 
of old building s i t e s  have not been e ra d ic a te d ,  but such un
s ig h t ly  elements are  supposed to  d isappear under th e  admini
s t r a t i o n  o f  Pat Murphy's Park Department t h i s  y ea r  . . .

^^Black D ispatch, 15 March 1957.



358

. . . More than 800 students  a t ten d  Douglass p re sen tly .  The 
teacher-pup il r a t i o  i s  equal with t h a t  of white schools ,  the 
boys and g i r l s  a re  s tay ing  in school longer,  improving t h e i r  
grades ,  and a g r e a te r  percentage a re  f i t t i n g  themselves fo r  
co llege  in s t ru c t io n .

Dr. Moon re la ted  many in c id en ts  o f  e f f o r t s  among h is  s tuden t 
body to  maintain jobs  a t  odd hours o f  the n igh t in  o rder  to  
ge t th e  support money with which to  continue themselves in  
school. 'Our people take g re a t  p ride  in  th i s  p l a n t , '  Dr. 
Moon s a id ,  'The bu ild ings  are as clean as when we occupied 
them th ree  years  ago. I challenge you to  f ind  any pencils  
scrawls on the w a l l s ,  o r  pocket kn ife  carvings anywhere.
Look a t  th a t  g ra s s ,  the  walks are a t  long ang les,  but they 
s t i c k  to  the  walks because they have pride in t h e i r  p rem ises. '

Touring the classroom, the  c o r r id o r ,  th e  c a f e te r i a ,  the  f i e ld  
house, the k itchen , the  place r e a l ly  was a good advertisement 
f o r  Old Dutch Cleaner or i t s  modern equ iva len t .

Dropping unannounced in to  Mrs. George Ragland's ten th  grade 
English c la s s ,  Mrs. Ragland was in  the  midst of t ry in g  to  
pound some e s s e n t i a l s  of w r it in g  in to  a c lass  o f  boys and 
g i r l s .  She said  some of them c o u ld n 't  even sp e ll  Douglass 
c o r r e c t ly ,  but t h i s  was not in  derogation , fo r  we know some 
Classen graduates who are wretched s p e l l e r s .  One th ing  she 
in s i s te d  on -  t h a t  Oklahoma City must not be abbreviated in 
the sa lu ta t io n  o f  l e t t e r s .  We l ik e  t h a t  - Okla. City looks
as shabby as Frisco fo r  San F rancisco . . . .

Fred Moon answered a question as to  why in teg ra tio n  had been 
so easy in Oklahoma so f a r  with th e  statem ent th a t  progress 
looked good here la rg e ly  because o f  th e  races in some com
munities looked so bad. These elements he c re d i ts  with 
helping in Oklahoma: long time in t e r r a c i a l  contact among 
B ap tis t  and o the r  church denominations, the work o f  the  Min
i s t e r i a l  A lliance , th e  Urban League, th e  polyglo t population 
o f  Oklahoma in th e  mass opening o f  1889 and the  experience o f  
many thousands o f  young men and young women a l l  over the  
world in  World War I I .

In Moon's book, personal c o n ta c t ,  he s t a t e s ,  the  working out
o f  common problems i s  the b igges t in te g ra to r .

The educator th inks  Oklahoma C ity  i s  ready fo r  Negro teachers  
in  mixed schools. He f e e l s  p a r t i c u la r ly  sad about the  jo b 
le s s  among 400 or more Negro teach ers  elim inated by
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consolidation  in Oklahoma. Moon was a le a d e r  in  the  e f f o r t  to  
get these  Negro teachers  placed elsewhere. He th inks  more 
than 200 have been employed in o the r  s ta t e s  bu t admits the  
record i s  not accu ra te .  Oklahoma school patrons  r e a l ly  voted 
fo r  modernizing Douglass in  order to  s tave o f f  in te g ra t io n .  
This thought should be fo rgo tten  f o r  the  taxpayers have b u i l t  
a community o f  g re a t  hope fo r  the m inority  w ith in  Oklahoma 
C ity 's  g a t e s .23

1957-1958 A c t iv i t i e s  and Achievements

The a l l  black "Douglass Family" opened the  1957-58 school year

with a s e r ie s  o f  p rofess ional s t a f f  meetings devoted to  professional

growth. This was done through profess ional d iscu ss io n s ,  presided

24
over by P. D. and the  sc h o o l 's  adm in is tra t ive  co u n c i l .

During th e  course of th e  1957-58 school y ea r :

National recognition  f o r  th e  mathematics of Douglass High 
School, Oklahoma C ity , was received with the  g ranting  o f  the 
high sch o o l 's  Charter Membership in  the  National High School 
Mathematics S ocie ty , Nu Alpha Theta.

Charter membership i s  granted to  a high school only a f t e r  a 
careful examination o f  courses o ffered  in  mathematics by 
the national o f f ic e r s  o f  th e  National High School Mathematics 
Society.

Charter members had to  show work o f  high d i s t i n c t io n  on a t  
l e a s t  fo u r  semesters o f  s o l id  mathematics and must be enro lled  
in  the f i f t h  semester.

Mathematic s ta r s  from Douglass High School who received 
Charter memberships along with the high school included:
Goldie B a t t le s ,  2044 N. E. Grand Boulevard; S h ir ley  Bobo,
2044 N. E. 18th; Ezekiel H i l l ,  708 N. E. Park; Celes t i n e

^^"Douglass High School : A Model In Student P r id e" ,  2 May 
1957, in l i b r a r y  f i l e s  o f  Douglass High School.

^^Black D ispatch, 27 September 1957.
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Roberts, 1702 N. E. lOth; and Odell Anderson, 1604 N. E. 12th, 
a i l  o f  Oklahoma C ity . E l la  L. Clement i s  fa c u l ty  adv isor  of 
th i s  group.

National Headquarters f o r  the  high school c lub , which i s  now 
coast to  co a s t ,  i s  a t  the  University  o f  Oklahoma.

The Douglass High School band "ran one o f  th e  most successful

?6
co n tes ts  in  the  h is to ry  o f  the  band." The annual gueen c o n te s t

brought approximately $705. The money ra ise d  was f o r  new, modem 

27
p la s t i c  band h a ts .

E a r l ie r  in the  school y ea r  the  Oklahoma City Schools sponsored 

t h e i r  f i r s t  A ll-C ity  S tr ing  O rchestra , under the  d ire c t io n  o f  Dr.

Guy F ra s ie r  H arrison. The Douglass O rchestra , w ith Mr. C. E. P i t t 

man as d i r e c to r ,  provided 11 o f  t h e i r  o rches tra  members f o r  aud ition .

Three o f  the  11 Douglass members were accepted, these  were: Ronald

28
Harding, v io la ;  Frank Mathis, bass ; and Vinata P ierson , c e l lo .

Later in  the  y e a r ,  the  Douglass o rches tra  members were recom

mended f o r  the  A ll-S ta te  S tr ing  and A ll-S ta te  Symphony Orchestras. 

These o rches tra s  convened in  Norman on the  Oklahoma U niversity  

campus. Eight o f  the  Douglass members were accepted fo r  the  A ll-  

S ta te  S tr ing  O rchestra. These members were: Barbara Posey, v io l in ;

^^Black Dispatch, 20 December 1957.

The Douglass Informer (Oklahoma City: Douglass High School
1955) p. 20.

Z^Ibid. 

28The Douglass Informer, 1955, p. 23.
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Sandra Flowers, v io l in ;  Marsha McCauley, v io l in ;  V inata Pierson, 

ce l lo ;  and Frank Mathis, bass. Ronald Harding was accepted to  play 

v io la  in  the  All S ta te  Symphony.

Though many f i r s t s  were happening to  the  a l l  black "Douglass 

Family" s ince  the  f in a l  decree o f  th e  Supreme Court in  May 1955, Mr. 

Maurice Benefee, vocational upholstery  in s t ru c to r  and fa c u l ty  spon

sor o f  th e  Hi-Y and the  Hi-Y c lub , sponsored another f i r s t  within 

the family:

During th e  noon hour on Monday, May 5 , 1958, th e  Douglass 
High School Hi-Y i n i t i a t e d  the  f i r s t  a l l-sch o o l birthday 
p a r ty  honoring Principal F. D. Moon. Acting as host and 
hostess fo r  th i s  occasion were Marvin Provo, a s en io r  . . . 
p re s id e n t  o f  the  Hi-Y, and Miss Hattie Broadnax, another 
s en io r  . . . Hi-Y sweetheart o f  1958.

More than 800 s tuden ts  and s t a f f  members who a re  a f fe c t io n 
a te ly  re fe r re d  to  by the  Principal as the  'Douglass Family' 
were on hand fo r  t h i s  mammoth birthday p a r ty  honoring a 
wonderful and deserving P r in c ip a l ,  f r iends  and c i t i z e n s .

The idea fo r  the  gala  b ir thday  part fo r  P rinc ipa l Moon 
o r ig in a te d  with a group o f  new members to  th e  Hi-Y who went 
through a p re-induction  t r a in in g  period f o r  s ix  weeks. Each 
new group o f  Hi-Y club inductees is requ ired  to  sponsor some 
p ro je c t  where something i s  done for some o the r group or in 
dividual around the  school o r  in the community, and these 
s tuden ts  chose the  P r in c ip a l .

P r inc ipa l Moon's f a v o r i t e  f low er, song, co lo r ,  poem, music 
and everything th a t  could be found which represen ted  'h is  
favorite*  were on hand to  make th is  1958 b ir thday  one th a t  
would be among h is  warmest memories.

Appropriate organ se le c t io n s  served as background music fo r  
the  h o u r 's  a c t i v i t y  and a revolving ' Happy B irthday , P rin 
c ipa l Moon' g ree ting  which hung from the  c e i l i n g ,  served as

2*Ib id .
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the  cen te r  o f  a t t r a c t i o n .

At the appropria te  tim e, the host and hostess  escorted  the  
honoree in to  the b e a u t i fu l ly  arranged school banquet h a l l  
(the  school c a fe te r ia )  where th e  ta b le s  were arranged in  the 
shape of a huge "m". The ta b le s  were covered with embossed 
banquet t a b le  c lo th s ,  and m ulti-co lored  p a r ty  candy and nut 
baskets were s e t  in  a r t i s t i c  arrangements on the  g ian t  fam
i l y  ta b le .  A personal b ir th d ay  cake adorned the  cen te r  spot 
of the ta b le  and b e a u t i fu l ly  decorated shee t  cake and f ro s ted  
l in e  punch were served everyone by the c lu b 's  a u x i l ia ry  mem
bers who were dressed in formal evening d re s se s .  Tiie em
bossed napkins rang 'Happy B irthday ' messages to  Principal 
Moon and served .as  momentoes fo r  the  occasion. The c e i l in g  
in th e  banquet hall f ig u r a t iv e ly  collapsed when the p a r ty  
guests sand ' Happy Birthday ' to  the  honoree as he en tered  
the h a l l .  Many students  presented personal b ir thday  g re e t
ings and g i f t s .  All p resen t signed one of th e  g ia n t  s iz e  
birthday g ree ting  cards prepared by Miss M. A. Dabney and 
her a r t  c la sses  . . .30

Even though the Hi-Y Club had staged the f i r s t  a l l  school

b irthday  party w ithin the "Douglass Family", o the r  p o s i t iv e  elements

surrounded the t o t a l  p ic tu re  o f  the  Hi-Y club fo r  the  1957-58 school

year .  For example:

During the  yea r  the  Hi-Y Club o f  Douglass p a r t i c ip a te d  in  
qu ite  a few h is to ry  making ev en ts .  One of th e  most outstand
ing o f  these  events was tak in g  p a r t  in  the Annual S ta te  Hi-Y 
Conference. This was such an outstanding event because i t  
was the f i r s t  in teg ra ted  conference held in the  S ta te  o f  Okla
homa. The Conference was headed by c o - o f f i c e r s ,  one from each 
of the former separa te  Conferences.

By using the  co-system o f  leadersh ip  i t  abo lished  any hard 
fee lings  on anyone's p a r t .  There w ill  be many more conferences 
but in the eyes of th e  fe llow s who journeyed to  Norman, Okla
homa, on April 19-20, t h i s  was one o f  the  b e s t .

Those who attended th e  conference were: Roy Branon, Lee

30
The Douglass Informer, 1955, p .16.
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Benefee, Fredrick  McCann, Marvin Provo, John Muse, Winifred 
Warren, Van Osborne and Dewitt Neal. The very f in e  sponsor, 
Mr. Benefee, journeyed with these  fellows and gave his ad
v ice  both r e l ig io u s ly  and h e lp fu l ly .  The very e f fe c t iv e  and 
emphasized theme o f  the conference was, 'Do We Dare Be Chris- 
ians?'3i

In a d d i t io n ,  l ik e  a l l  Hi-Y boys around the  world, Douglass's 

Hi-Y Club considered th e  White Crossed Hi-Y emblem s ig n i f i c a n t  o f  

the l i f e  t h a t  Jesus l iv ed  and gave fo r  o th e rs .  Thus, the  Douglass 

Hi-Y s t re s s e d  C h r i s t i a n i ty ,  every meeting was begun with a s c r ip 

tu r e ,  p rayer and song, and ended in  prayer. In f a c t  during the  

year the  Hi-Y Club: presented Vesper Services fo r  th e  Pre-Legis

la tu re  Council, held a t  th e  U nivers ity  o f  Oklahoma upon the i n v i t a 

tion  of the  Southwest Area Council; presented the Sunday Horning 

Vesper Services f o r  the  7 th  Annual Oklahoma Youth L eg is la tu re  a t  

the s t a t e  c a p i to l ;  continued i t s  p ra c t ic e  o f  a ttend ing  one o f  the  

member's church once a month; and published the  annual pub lica tion

of the  Douglass Informer, a school se rv ice  p ro je c t  in  f u l f i l lm e n t

32
o f one o f  th e  requirements o f  each Hi-Y chap ter .

A fter  four years  o f  operation Douglass High School's  modern 

campus-type p la n t  had no corner stone to  s e t  fo r th  h i s to r ic a l  data  

p e r t in e n t  to  the  school. This p ro je c t  was undertaken by the Hi-Y 

Club to  add to  i t s  many g i f t s  to  the  school s ince  i t s  sponsorship

S ^ Ib id . ,  p. 16.

S ^ Ib id ., pp. 16, 20.
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33
under Bert V. Wadkins. A f te r  many d e ta i le d  d iscuss ions  o f  the  plan

and p ro je c t ,  Mr. Louis B. Washington, brick  masonary in s t r u c to r ,

assigned C urtis  Johnson, a Douglass s tuden t,  t o  develop a s e r ie s  o f

plans and sketches fo r  the masonry p a r t  o f  the  p ro je c t :

The f i r s t  one or two sample p lan ters  were b eau t ifu l  to  a l l  who 
saw them but Curtis was not pleased, r a th e r  he asked fo r  more 
time to  plan and develop a more appropria te  p iece o f  masonry 
to  blend with the sprawling campus type p la n t .  This he accom
plished and the  f in ish e d  product i s  a th in g  of beauty.

Johnson exh ib ited  g re a t  pa tience , p r id e ,  s k i l l ,  trade  i n t e r e s t ,  
and f a i th fu ln e s s  during the  e n t i re  course o f  the  jo b ,  even 
though he had a minimum of close adult on - the- job  guidance.
He was to  be found even on Saturday giving 8 to  10 hours o f  his 
time to  make his p ro je c t  what he f e l t  i t  ought t o  be, in  every 
way.^^

The concave designed p la n te r  was constructed o f  red b rick  

which stands about 20 f e e t  high and i s  trimmed in ro l lo ck  b r ick .

S ^ Ib id .,  pp. 16-28

Between 1936-1950, th e  Hi-Y o f  Douglass High School under the 
sponsorship o f  Bert V. Wadkins (Brother Bert) won each year  th e  award 
of the most ac t iv e  club a t  th e  S ta te  Older Boys' Conference. A few 
of the Hi-Y Club's p ro jec ts  were: pub lica tion  o f  The Douglass In
former, a weekly school paper .  Special Home Coming and Commencement 
e d i t io n s ,  Father and Son Banquets, Annual P lays, fu rn ished  leadersh ip  
in the local YMCA program. Sweetheart p a r t i e s ,  annual induction pro
grams and many o th e rs .  The Hi-Y e f fo r ts  a t  Douglass were to  a id  the 
development o f  C hris tian  c h a ra c te r  among younger men.

In 1949 a t  a meeting o f  the  Older Boys' Conference, Bro. Bert 
was awarded the  YMCA o f f i c i a l  Jeweled Pin fo r  f u l f i l l i n g  ten years  
or more of ac t iv e  se rv ice  in  the  movement. Rev. 6. H. F o r tn e r ,  o f  
Tulsa, was the  only o ther person in the  s t a t e  who had received the 
award by 1950. The Douglass Hi-Y Club under th e  d ire c t io n  o f  Brother 
Bert used democratic methods to  achieve the  embodiment o f  C hris tian  
p r inc ipa ls  in  ind iv iduals  and groups. Black D ispatch , 27 May 1950.

^ ^ Ib id . ,  p. 28.
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This portion of th e  masonry was designed both fo r  p lan ts  and to

allow s i t t i n g  by admirers. In the  c e n te r  o f  the  concave i s  a red

brick  p ed es ta l ,  about 3 f t .  high and 5-1 /2  f t .  wide, which stands

a t  a 45® s l a n t  angle and i s  f i l l e d  with sand and cement, on which

re s t s  a bronze plaque costing  about $600 and was designed by

Maurice Benefee. The bronze plaque has ra is e d  le t te r in g s  of the

schoo l 's  creed , th e  dates o f  the  ground breaking , e rec tion  and

35
o the r  inform ation about the  school.

As the  "Douglass Family" ended th e  1957-58 school year grad

uating more than 200 s tu d en ts ,  the  l a r g e s t  graduating c lass  in  the

36
s ix ty  y ea r  h is to ry  o f  the school, and culminating i t s  commence

ment a c t i v i t i e s  with an address d e l iv e red  by Oklahoma's Governor 

Raymond Gary,^^ P. D. advised h is  s tuden ts  t o ,  "Be A Blessing."

Standing here a t  th i s  monument which was designed, conceived 
and paid f o r  by the Douglass Hi-Y Club, one 's  mind turns to  
the g rea t v i r tu e  o f  being a b le s s in g .  From my window, I 
have observed the  many people who have paused to  read the 
words o f  our school c reed , the  da te  o f  the  establishment of 
Douglass and o ther s ig n i f i c a n t  f e a tu re s  of t h i s  marker.
Many times I have thought what a b le ss in g  Mr. Benefee and 
our Hi-Y a re  to  the i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  which they are members.

I am honored to  have my name in sc r ib e d  on the  plaque by the 
Douglass Hi-Y Club. However, I know the  s p i r i t  o f  a l l  the 
p r in c ip a ls  o f  Douglass, J .  W. Sharp, Mr. P o r te r ,  J.H.A.

Maurice Benefee,interview  held 117 Carverdale Drive, Okla
homa C ity ,  Oklahoma, 9 December 1977. See a l s o .  The Douglass In
former. 1955, p .4.

^^Black D ispatch , 23 May 1955.

Ŝ Ibid.
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B raze!ton, T. R. Debnam, S. R. Youngblood, Inman E. Page and
C. 0. Rogers, share in honors o f  our great high school. The 
Hi-Y b lesses  us a l l  by e re c t in g  th i s  symbol o f  g ra t i tu d e .  
Moreover, many f in e  te a c h e rs ,  s t i l l  with us o r  departed  the  
loyal s t a f f  members not c l a s s i f i e d  as te ach ers ,  and the  thou
sands o f  loyal Douglass youth are a lso  represented  in  th i s  
b eau t ifu l  marker. The Hi-Y by being a b le ss in g ,  brings a l l  
t h i s  in to  appropria te  perspec tive  and thus rece ived  in  tu rn  
the  b less ings  o f  every thoughful sou l.

The lesson  i s  c l e a r .  This memorial says to each one here a t  
Douglass, as well as the  passer-by who pauses to  look, t h a t  
I ,  to o ,  may become a b le ss in g .  I may also l i v e  in 'a  house 
by the  s ide  o f  the  road and be a fr iend  to  man.'

The names of Maurice Benefee, Hi-Y sponsor, and Marvin Provo, 
Hi-Y p re s id e n t ,  provide a lesson to  a l l  who w il l  read and 
le a rn .  Each i s  a s tuden t o r  a former student o f  Douglass.
By h is  d i l ig en ce  each has won promotions and by the f a i t h f u l 
ness o f  each in  h is  sphere o f  in fluence, the cooperation o f  
o thers  followed h is  leadersh ip .  By thus being a b le ss ing  in 
h is  p a r t i c u la r  a rea  of t r u s t ,  each becomes a recorded p a r t  o f  
the  h is to ry  o f  Douglass.

Go thou and do likew ise . 'He who would be the  g r e a te s t  among 
you, l e t  him be the  s e r v a n t . '  These are the words o f  the 
Master Teacher. Be a b le ss in g  and you w ill be b le ssed . This 
grea t t r u th  has no geographical boundaries o r  l im i ta t io n s  
with regard to  t im e .38

p .4 .
D. Moon, "Be A B less ing ,"  in The Douglass Informer, 1955,



CHAPTER XV

DOUGLASS HIGH SCHOOL IN 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 1958-1961

A System of In teg ra tio n

By the  1958-1959 school y e a r ,  r a c ia l  b a r r ie r s  dropped in  th ree

more Oklahoma school d i s t r i c t s .  Black students were admitted to

previously  a l l  m ajority  white c lasses  in various sec tions  o f  the

S ta te .^  In f a c t ,  according to  the  Black Dispatch;

L i t t l e  Dixie , stronghold o f  our pos it ion  o f  school in te g ra t io n ,  
was the loca le  o f  two of the  school d i s t r i c t s ,  a fou rth  L i t t l e  
Dixie d i s t r i c t  has had in te g ra te d  c lasses  f o r  the  f i r s t  time 
when i t s  term s ta r te d  Wednesday, August 22, Negroes en ro lled  
fo r  the  f i r s t  time in white schools l a s t  Monday, August 25, 
in Atoka, Ft. Gibson and the Graham d i s t r i c t  in  Carter County.

Wednesday another Atoka d i s t r i c t ,  Springtown, en ro lled  Negroes 
in formerly a l l  white c la sse s .

This f a l l  desegregation i s  a lso  scheduled to  extend to  a t  
l e a s t  th re e  o th e r  d i s t r i c t s ,  Bristow in Creek County, Springer 
in C a r te r  County, and S ta r  n o r th ea s t  of Oklahoma City.

Classroom in te g ra t io n  w ill  a lso  be expanded to  a l l  twelve 
grades in  Lenapah, Nowata County, and in  th e  new Waco Turner 
School in  Love County. The Waco Turner School serves the 
old Meadow Brooks and Burneyville d i s t r i c t s  and p a r t  o f  the 
Courtney d i s t r i c t .  Previously only the high school grades 
were desegregated in these  two a re a s .

These developments came as federa l court  law s u i t s  were f i l e d  
a g a in s t  two Okmulgee County school d i s t r i c t s  accusing them

^Black D ispatch, 29 August 1958.
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o f  in te r f e r in g  with admission plans o f  Negro s tu d en ts .

Meanwhile in  Okmulgee County, th e  Preston School which has a 
Negro school across the road from the  white bu ild ing ,  i s  de
segregating  i t s  elementary school f o r  th e  f i r s t  time Monday, 
August 25. The Preston board admitted a Negro boy to  the 
white high school a year ago under the  fed e ra l  court o rder ,  
but the  court granted the d i s t r i c t  add i t iona l  time to  arrange 
fo r  elementary desegregation. %

D isp ite  the  f a c t  however, t h a t  s tuden ts  were being admitted 

in to  in te rg ra te d  classrooms, on elementary, secondary and higher 

education l e v e l s ,  b lack teachers '  d ism issal due to  lo s s  o f  t h e i r  

students  was o f  avowed in t e r e s t  to  F. D. o th e r  black educators , and 

c i t iz e n s  o f  Oklahoma. In f a c t ,  i t  was during t h i s  time F. D. pre

sented a s tudy on t h i s  problem e n t i t l e d  "Policy  and S ta tus  o f  Teacher 

In teg ra tio n  in  Certain  Border S ta t e s ,"  during the  annual meeting 

o f  s t a t e  superin tenden ts  a t  Camp Redland. "This marked the  f i r s t  

time in th e  h is to ry  o f  the s t a t e  su p e r in te n d e n t 's  meeting th a t  Negroes
3

were on t h e i r  program." During h is  p re sen ta tio n  to  the  s t a t e  super

in te n d e n ts ,  F. D. s t a t e d :

^Ibid!

^F. D. Moon, "Report o f  th e  OAT Executive Committee, "Presented 
a t  the Annual Meeting o f  the Oklahoma A ssociation  o f  Teachers, Okla
homa C ity , Oklahoma, 1958.

Oklahoma was slow in responding to  e a r l i e r  co u r t  decisions 
a f fe c t in g  h igher education a t  both graduate and undergraduate le v e ls .  
Thurgood Marshall complained o f  t h i s  delay in  1948 when arguing fo r  
the  immediate admission of G. W. McLaurin to  th e  U nivers ity  o f  Okla
homa before a th ree - judge  Federal cou rt  in  Oklahoma City . However, 
once McLaurin was adm itted , th ings  changed r a th e r  ra p id ly .

McLaurin was admitted to  the  U nivers ity  o f  Oklahoma during the  
f i r s t  sem ester o f  the  school y ea r  1948-49 by cou rt  decree . A s ta t e  
law passed l a t e r ,  required  th a t  Negroes be taugh t in  separa te
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The black mark, so f a r  a g a in s t  Oklahoma i s  what i t  has done 
t o  i t s  q u a l i f ie d  Negro te ach e rs .  Approximately 350 Negro 
teachers  have been d ischarged , 304 teachers  being discharged 
the  f i r s t  two years  of desegregation . This s i tu a t io n  has 
been c a r r ie d  in  newspapers and magazines a l l  over America and 
in  some fo re ign  co u n tr ie s .

The po licy  i s  developing in  Oklahoma th a t  Negro teachers  
a re  used only in  cases where th e re  i s  an all-Negro facu l ty .
I t  i s  somewhat hopeful to  know th a t  we now have approximately 
20 Negro teachers  in  Oklahoma who are su ccess fu lly  serving on

all-N egro  c la sse s  or be separa ted  from o ther  s tuden ts  by some physi
cal b a r r i e r  .

. . .  I t  should be s ta te d  t h a t  th i s  s i tu a t io n  did not grow out 
of th e  wishes o f  the ad m in is tra t io n ,  fac i l i ty ,  o r  s tudents  o f  the Uni
v e r s i t y .  Previous po lls  had shown a m ajority  o f  a l l  groups a t  the  
U niversity  of Oklahoma favored the  admission o f  Negroes . . . .

At f i r s t  only Negroes q u a l i f ie d  fo r  admission to  graduate 
schools and those pursuing courses a t  the undergraduate leve l  not 
o ffered  a t Langston U n ivers ity ,  the  s t a t e  co llege  fo r  Negroes, were 
adm itted . Some Negro students  d e l ib e ra te ly  se lec ted  such courses as 
engineering , pharmacy and the l ik e  so as to  be accepted.

There was no change of po licy  with re ference to  the  admission 
o f  Negroes to  the  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  higher lea rn ing  the year  following 
the May 17, 1954, decision  o f  the  Supreme Court. I n s t i t u t io n s  o f  
higher learn ing  and pub lic  schools in Oklahoma did not a c t  u n t i l  
a f t e r  the  May 31, 1955, dec is ion  o f  the Court, although preparations  
were being a f fec ted  to  comply with the  C ourt 's  decree by making 
necessary c o n s t i tu t io n a l  changes by vote o f  the  people on April 5, 
1955.

On June 6 ,  1955, th e  Oklahoma S ta te  Regents fo r  Higher Educa
t io n ,  th e  o v e r-a l l  po licy  making board f o r  h igher education in  Okla
homa, adopted t h i s  po licy : The governing boards and the  respec tive  
p res iden ts  of th e  s t a t e  supported in s t i tu t i o n s  w ithin  the  S ta te  
System o f  Higher Education a re  hereby au thorized  to  accept q u a l i f ie d  
Oklahoma re s id e n t  Negro s tuden ts  fo r  admission e f f e c t iv e  a t  the  open
ing o f  the f a l l  term 1955.

The acceptance of Negroes in to  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h igher learn ing  
in Oklahoma proceeded c au t io u s ly ,  e sp e c ia l ly  th e  f i r s t  y e a r .  The 
usual f e a r  t h a t  when ce r ta in  b a r r i e r s  are  removed, Negroes w il l  rush 
across in  g rea t  numbers seemed to  p re v a i l .  The ta b le  o f  enrollment 
by y e a rs  show, as is  u sa l ly  th e  case , such concern was unwarranted, 
s ince  only 143 s tuden ts  en ro lled  in 13 d i f f e r e n t  co l leges .  See F.
D. Moon, "High Education and D esegregation," The Journal of Negro 
H is to ry ,  No. 3 (Summer 1958), pp. 300-302.
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in teg ra te d  f a c u l t i e s .  The score i s  e n t i r e ly  too low.

In the  in t e r e s t  o f  good human re la t io n s  and ra c ia l  understand
ing, i t  should be known th a t  i t  i s  as b i t t e r  as ga ll  to  Negro 
teachers  and many Negro c i t iz e n s  to  hear remarks about teacher 
shortages and searches on co llege and u n iv e rs i ty  campuses fo r  
beginning, inexperienced teachers  as though q u a l i f ie d  members 
o f  the  m inority  group are not teachers .

Togo on with the  p rac tice  o f  discharging Negro teachers  when 
schools a re  desegregaed means another major b a t t l e  when in te 
gra tion  o f  teachers  takes p lace ,  as su re ly  i t  w i l l .  Recently 
the p re s id en t  o f  the board o f  education o f  Washington, D. C., 
commented on how wise they were to  have covered the  whole 
th ing a t  f i r s t ,  thus e l im inating  the recu rring  f ig h ts  o f  
opposition as each weak and h a l t in g  s tep  i s  taken in  the  area 
o f  personnel in te g ra t io n .  .

^F. D. Moon, "Policy and S ta tus  o f  Teachers In teg ra tion  in 
Certain  Border S ta tes  and C i t ie s ,"  1958 (Memeographed% p. 14.

I t  was agreed among the members of th e  OAT th a t  Oklahoma City 
and Tulsa were the  key c i t i e s  to  widespread teacher in te g ra t io n .
Thus, in  an e f f o r t  to  achieve the  desired  ob jec tives  F. D. reported: 
'A very thorough and careful study e n t i t l e d  "Policy and S ta tus  o f  
Teacher In teg ra tio n  in  Certain Border S ta te s"  has been completed 
and d is t r ib u te d  r a th e r  widely in s t r a t e g ic  c i r c l e s .  I am o f  the 
opinion th a t  many persons do not r e a l iz e  th e  amount of time involved 
in  making such a study. The study includes Delaware, in  p a r t .  West 
V irg in ia  ( a l l  f i f t y - f i v e  co u n tie s ) ,  Missouri and Oklahoma. To secure 
accura te  information from such a wide area and check i t s  accuracy 
represents  a g r e a t  deal of work. ( I f  one doubts t h i s ,  j u s t  take on 
one such jo b ) .  A fter th i s  c o l lec t io n  o f  data  i s  completed, the work 
o f  pu tting  th e  study in to  form i s  tremendous and time consuming.

Since th e  s t r a in  o f  such work i s  so g re a t  and too o ften  not 
comprehended, I would d e f in i te ly  decline  to  continue the job ,  were 
i t  not fo r  th e  f a c t  t h a t  I f e a r  the  fu tu re  of Negro teacher in teg ra 
t io n  would j u s t  d r i f t .  This w ill  leave th e  fu tu re  o f  Negro teachers 
very dark and th e  prospects o f  employment o f  Negro youth in the 
fu tu re  dim, as i t  r e la te s  to  teaching .

The s t a t e s  and c i t i e s  involved in  t h i s  study have been in 
cluded because they have s im ila r  backgrounds. Each of th e  s ta t e s  
and c i t i e s  had segregated schools p r io r  to  the Supreme Court 
Decision o f  1954. No doubt each s t a t e  and c i ty  has had i t s  share 
o f  in c id en ts  growing out of ra c ia l  antagonisms.
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He s ta te d  fu r th e r :

P rac tices  in determining q u a l i f ic a t io n  o f  teachers  include 
t r a in in g  and experience as basic  s tandards. Our leading 
c i t i e s  and s ta t e s  usually  take t h i s  in to  account in determin
ing the sa la ry  o f  a teacher .  The same iias been t ru e  in  the 
S tate  o f  Oklahoma fo r  many years — teachers with degrees 
and a ce r ta in  amount o f  experience receive g re a te r  sa la ry  
than teachers  w ithout degrees and with l i t t l e  o r  no te ach e r 's  
experience. The accepted standard has been th a t  a teacher 
is  b e t t e r ,  in the  main, who i s  possessed of t r a in in g  and 
experience, up to  a po in t ,  so more money is  paid to  such a 
person.

How do white and Negro teachers  in Oklahoma compare in  r e l a 
tion  to  these accepted standards? According to  the  S ta te  
Department of Education to ta l  1953-54, Oklahoma employed 
20,640 te ach e rs ,  and o f  tn i s  t o t a l ,  19,104 were whte and 
1,536 were Negroes. In o th e r  words, the  white teachers  consti- 
tued 92.6 percent as aga in s t 7 .4  percent fo r  Negroes.

In the bache lo r 's  degree c l a s s i f i c a t io n ,  white teachers  
amounted to  13,446 and Negro teachers  account f o r  1,122. 
Seventy and fo u r - ten th s  percen t,  or s l ig h t ly  more than 70 out 
of 100 white te a c h e rs ,  possessed the  bache lo r 's  degree as 
aga inst 24.7 p ercen t o f  Negro teach ers .

When one takes in to  accouunt the recency of admission o f  
Negroes to  graduate t r a in in g  in the higher in s t i t u t i o n s  o f  
learn ing  in Oklahoma, i t  i s  more remarkable t h a t  the Negro 
teachers  compare so favorably with white teachers  in the 
m atter o f  m aste r 's  degrees. I t  seems c le a r  th a t  the  reason 
white teachers  s l i g h t l y  exceed in  percentage the  number of 
Negro teachers  who hold the  m aste r 's  degrees i s  th a t  u n t i l  
recen tly  Negroes were not admitted to  graduate t r a in in g  in 
the S ta te  o f  Oklahoma.

A Negro has been lynched in  the  hea r t  o f  St . Louis. There 
was a race r i o t  in S p r in g i f ie ld ,M is s o u r i .  Many Negroes in  Oklahoma 
City s t i l l  r e c a l l  the  days when a member o f  t h e i r  group was not 
safe  on Capitol Hill in  Oklahoma City a f t e r  sundown. Race r i o t s  
or lynchings have occured in Washington, D. C ., M issouri, Oklahoma, 
and West V irg in ia .  Equal evidences o f  deep rac ia l  p re judice  could 
be re la ted  f o r  each s t a t e  and c i ty  included in th i s  s tu d y . ' F. D. 
Moon," Report o f  the  OAT Executive Committee." , 1958.
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As pointed out e a r l i e r ,  experience i s  a lso  considered in  
determining the q u a l i f ic a t io n s  o f  te ach e rs ,  a t  l e a s t  up to 
a p o in t .  This study reveals  th a t  Negro teachers  usually  
have longer tenure than do white te achers .  This i s  esp ec ia l ly  
t r u e  where the y ears  of experience range from 5 to  15 y ears .  
Even though th i s  s i tu a t io n  p rev a i ls  because o f  lim ited  job 
opportun itie s  in  o th e r  d e s irab le  categories  o f  labo r,  the  
f a c t  s t i l l  remains th a t  Negro teachers  possess the accumulated 
knowledge in  teaching  which comes from g re a te r  experience.®

Oklahoma City and Tulsa were determined by the  OAT as key

c i t iz e n s  to  observe as they  kept v ig i lan ce  over the a ss im ila t ion

of q u a l i f ie d  black teachers  in to  th e  mainstream of the  profession

as in te g ra t io n  increased in  the S ta te  o f  Oklahoma.^ The e f f e c t  to

r e a l iz e  the  o b jec tive  in  Oklahoma City was reported by F. D.:

You have been fo r tu n a te  t h a t  such persons as Mrs. Cernoria 
Johnson, Executive D irector o f  the  Oklahoma City Urban 
League; Reverend Robert Alexander, Pastor of Avery Chapel 
Church; Reverend E. J .  Perry , Associate P asto r  of Tabernacle 
B ap tis t  Church; A. D. Mathues, P resident o f  th e  Negro 
Chamber o f  Commerce; Reverend J .  C. West, former P resident 
of the  Oklahoma City M in is te ria l  Alliance and Pastor o f  a 
prominent B ap tis t  church of th e  C ity ; Mr. Earl Temple, head 
of the  Negro funeral d i r e c to r s  o f  Oklahoma C ity , and others  
have given so much o f  t h e i r  time in th i s  cause.

A few o f  our many a c t i v i t i e s  include securing the  endorse
ment o f  in te g ra t io n  o f  Negro teachers  by the  powerful Oklahoma 
City Council of Churches (All white except fou r  o r  f i v e ) .  The 
Council o f  Oklahoma City Church Women, the Oklahoma City 
A dvertiser  and Mrs. Freda Ameringer (the e d i t o r ) ,  the C i t i -  
zens ' Action Committee, and th e  Negro Chamber o f  Commerce.
All o f  these  groups, and more, e i th e r  appeared before th e  
Oklahoma City Board o f  Education o r  sen t  l e t t e r s  o f  endorse
ment, o r  had a conference w ith  Oklahoma C i ty 's  superintendent

® Ib id .,  p. 6.

®F. D. Moon, Report o f  the OAT Executive Committee, 1958.
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o f  s c h o o l s /

Though th e  i n i t i a l  meetings of th e  Oklahoma City C it ize n s ' 

Committee to  keep v ig i lan ce  on the  ass im ila t ion  o f  black teachers  

in to  in teg ra te d  s i tu a t io n s  were held by black c i t iz e n s  o f  Oklahoma 

C ity , th e  group l a t e r  included white members who supported the 

e f f o r t :  Mrs. Walter Gray, chairman o f  the Oklahoma City Library 

Board; Attorney Martin Bulla; Reverend Frank Holmes, p as to r  o f  the  

Uuniterian Church; Rabbi Joseph Levinson, Jewish le ad e r ;  .

Vivian Reno, Executive Secretary  o f  the Oklahoma City Council o f  

Churches; W. McFerrin Stowe, pas to r  o f  S t.  Lukes Methodist 

Church; and Attorney Ben Head, chairman of the Major's Commission 

on Human Relations a s s i s te d  the  black c i t iz e n s  as F. D. coordinated
o

a c t i v i t i e s  undertaken by the committee.

Nonetheless, F. D. expressed:

Our success has been considerab le , e sp e c ia l ly  when one con
s id e r s  the  opposition  we have faced. We now have a f u l l  time 
counselor on the  fa c u l ty  of Webster Ju n io r  High School, we 
have a Negro as a reg u la r  teacher  in the  te le v is io n  se t-up  
which covers Oklahoma City and much of the S ta te  of Oklahoma; 
Mrs. Lelia Lovejoy has her o f f ic e  in the Board o f  Education 
build ing along w ith  a l l  o th e r  superv isors ;  we have a l ib r a r ia n  
who works out o f  the  cen tra l  o f f ic e  l i b r a r y  located  in  the  
Board of Education; we have four or f iv e  Negroes who i n t e 
grated  as c a rp e n te rs ,  pa in te rs  o r  e l e c t r i c i a n s  in  the main
tenance department and c a f e te r ia  employees are so widely 
in teg ra te d  with white c a f e te r ia  workers t h a t  we cannot 
enumerate them; we now have th ree  white p r in c ip a ls  who have

^ Ib id .

^ Ib id .
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requested th a t  they be permitted to  have Negro teachers  in 
t h e i r  schools; one person holding one of the  h ighest positions  
in  the  cen tra l  o f f ic e  i s  w il l in g  to  employ a Negro c lerk  in  
h is  o f f i c e ;  above a l l ,  Dr.Melvin Barnes, Oklahoma superintend
e n t  o f  schools , i s  q u ie t ly  working with us in  our endeavor to  
in t e g ra te  Negroes in  teaching and o ther p o s it io n s  o f  the 
Oklahoma City schools . .

A c t iv i t i e s  and T rad itions  

In Oklahoma C ity , d e sp i te  the e f f o r t  toward teach er  in teg ra tio n  

by the C it iz e n s '  Committee and Dr. Barnes, by September 1958, as pub

l i c  school d i s t r i c t s  o f  Oklahoma accepted approximately 7000 black

10
students  in to  in teg ra te d  c la ss e s ,  F. D. greeted  the  c i t y ' s  only 

a l l  black high school in  a general assembly. He emphasized a t  the  

time:

' I t  i s  j u s t  as e s s e n t i a l  fo r  schools to  have ru le s  and regu
la t io n s  as i t  i s  f o r  towns and c i t i e s  to  have laws to  govern 
i t s  c i t i z e n s , '  s ta te d  P rinc ipa l F. D. Moon, a f t e r  greeting 
th e  s tuden t body in  assembly Wednesday.

Mr. Moon s ta te d  some o f  the ru le s  and regu la tions  th a t  are 
e s s e n t ia l  f o r  a wholesome l i f e  a t  Douglass. He a lso  s ta ted  
to  the  sophomore c la ss  some of the  t r a d i t i o n s  ca r r ied  on fo r  
years  by the  Douglass Family.

'Douglass i s  growing and i t  may have to  change over to  a 
th re e  lunch period schedule in the  near fu tu re  in  o rder  to 
accommodate the  increased  en ro llm en t , '  s ta te d  the p r in c ip a l .
Mr. Moon sa id  he did not care to  do th i s  because ' i t  would 
mean th a t  one c la ss  period would have to  be run in to  two 
s e c t io n s ,  h a l f  before  and h a l f  a f t e r  lunch.

Fees are  a necessary e v i l ,  sa id  Moon, and must be co l lec ted .

* Ib id .

^^See Kaye M. T e a l l ,  Black H istory  in Oklahoma: A Resource 
Book (Oklahoma City: Oklahoma City Public Schools, T i t l e  I I I  ESEA, 
1971), p . 279
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The p r in c ip a l  to ld  th e  s tuden t body t h a t  a l l  Oklahoma City 
schools have the  same fee schedule. They are s t i l l  the 
same. ' I t  i s  always important th a t  fees  are paid early  in  
order th a t  supp lie s  may be purchased fo r  the cu rren t  school 
y e a r .  S tudents a t  Douglass who l iv e  c lose  enough may go 
home f o r  lumch. They may a lso  e a t  o f f  the  campus but are 
responsib le  fo r  re tu rn ing  before the next c lass  begins.
There may be some ea t ing  p laces th a t  are  not re sp e c ta b le , '  
the  p r in c ip a l  warned the  s tu d en ts ,  ' l e t  us s tay  away from 
those p l a c e s . '

The t r a d i t i o n a l  s p i r i t  of  giving was s t i l l  a way o f  l i f e

within the  Douglass Family. For example:

. . .  In a spec ia l  assembly program held Monday morning, 
October 20, 1958, in the Douglass High School auditorium a 
specia l purchase o f  school equipment amounting t o ,  in round 
f ig u re s ,  a t o t a l  o f  $3,064 was donated as c lass  g i f t s  to  
the school by the  1953 and 1956 graduating c la sse s .

Otto Caldwell, c la ss  o f  1953, and Miss Joan Green Brown, 
c la s s  o f  1956, were rep re sen ta t iv e s  who shared the presenta
t io n  of the equipment to Dr. Melvin W. Barnes, Superintendent 
o f  the  Oklahoma City Public Schools.

F. D. Moon, p rinc ipa l of Douglass, expressed th e  deep 
app rec ia t ion  o f  the school f o r  such an enormous and valuable 
c o n tr ib u tio n  . . .

Included in the purchase are  the  fo llow ing: 8 FM radios
ta b le  models d is t r ib u te d  to  the  Fine Arts Department -  3 , 
Language Arts Department -  1 ,  to  the Social Studies Depart
ment - 1, Vocational -  1, Health and Physical Education -  1 ,  
Home Economics -  1 , and 1 to  Science and Math. A Royal 
typew rite r  with long ca rr iag e  was included fo r  the  Business 
Education Department. Five record p layers  were purchased 
f o r  the  following departments: Language A rts , Social S tud ies ,  
Vocational Science and Math; Eight tap e  reco rde rs ,  including 
one which i s  equipped with s te ro  tape and am plif ie r ,  were 
purchased f o r  the  following departments : Fine Arts -  1, 
Language A rts -  2 , Social S tudies -  1 ,  Vocational -  1, Health - 
1, Home Economics and Science -  1 , Math. -  1.

Black D ispatch, 19 September 1958.
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Class advisors  fo r  the two c la sse s  making the c la ss  g i f t  
possib le  were Mrs. Leia F. Wiley and Mrs. Minerva E.
Sloss.12

During the  month o f  October 1958, Douglass High School 

Hi-Y sponsored s tuden ts '  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  Oklahoma C i ty 's  annual 

Father-Son Week a c t i v i t i e s .  The a c t i v i t i e s  culminated in the 

county and c i ty  o f f ic e s .  Douglass s tuden ts  served as Common Plea 

Judge, City C lerk, D irector o f  Research and D irector o f  Person-

n e h "

By mid-term of the 1958-59 school y e a r ,  Mrs. George Ragland, 

sponsor o f  the National Honor Society  Chapter a t  Douglass High 

School, reported f i f t y - f i v e  Douglass s tuden ts  on the  National 

Honor Roll. Of the  to ta l  mentioned, eighteen s tuden ts  were 

s e n io r s ,  eleven were jun io rs  and tw enty-six  were sophomores.

C ita tion  fo r  P rincipal o f  the  Year, 1959 

In January 1959, F. D. was c i te d  fo r  a Special C ita tion  in a 

"Principal of the  Year" c o n te s t ,  a national competition on the basis

^^Black Dispatch. 24 October 1959. 

^^Black Dispatch, 17 October 1959. 

^^Black Dispatch, 12 December 1958.
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o f  nominating statements prepared by the  teachers  i f  h is  school. 

"More than 20 teachers  a t  Douglass High School prepared nominating 

s ta tem en ts ,  one of the  basic requirements in  th e  com petition, de

t a i l i n g  the  excellence of th e i r  p r inc ipa l as an a d m in is tra to r ,  as 

a guide and counselor of s tudents  and te a c h e rs ,  and as a c iv ic  

le ad e r .

The award program, sponsored by Arthur C. Croft Pub lications

o f  New London, Connecticut, producers o f  profess ional se rv ices  f o r

school board members, adm inis tra tors  and te a c h e rs ,  was designed to

16
"name the  f i r s t  American Principal o f  the  Year." In nominating

F. 0. as th e  f i r s t  American P r in c ip a l ;o f  the  Year, the  Douglass

teachers  s ta t e d :

Mr. Moon, who was e lec ted  p r inc ipa l o f  our school on June 7 , 
1940. . . i s  highly recognized in a l l  c i rc le s  o f  the  c i t y
and s t a t e  as an outstanding educator and leade r .  . .

As a p r in c i p a l , Mr.Moon meets a l l  and every standard l i s t e d  
as c r i t e r i a  f o r  a good adm in is tra to r .  'He believes t h a t  one 
i s  no b igger than the very sm alles t  component. In o th e r  
words, our school i s  big i f  every c h i ld  i s  provided fo r  and 
given ample encouragement to  succeed. Always with him the  
ch i ld ren  comes f i r s t ,  in  s p i t e  o f  h is  many, many o the r  a c t i v i 
t i e s  and r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s .  He says our school i s  f o r  our 
ch i ld ren  and i f  we properly teach them, they make our school 
a 'b ig '  school; then and only then , he says w ill  our teachers  
and adm in is tra to rs  be a lso  made ' b i g ' ,  wrote Minerva A. S loss.

Another statement which helped to  win the  c i ta t io n  f o r  Mr.
Moon was signed by f iv e  te ach e rs ,  Mrs. D. Burnett,  Mrs. 6.

15
F. D. Moon, personal papers. 

^^Ib id .
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A. Willianis, Miss E lla  L. Clement, Mrs. I .  H. Bruce and 
Mr. J .  A. Diggs. I t  read in  p a r t :  'Mr. Moon has cons tan t ly  
faced s i tu a t io n s  requ ir ing  c r e a t i v i t y  and p roduc tiv i ty  in 
the  schools in which he served as p r in c ip a l .  One outstanding 
ins tance . . .  is  the promotion of l e g i s l a t iv e  bond issued 
by th i s  dynamic leade r  which re s u l te d  in the separa tion  of 
the  ju n io r  and sen ior high school and the  construction o f  a 
m il l io n  d o lla r  p lan t f o r  s e n io r  high school s tu d en ts .  The 
need fo r  a new school was v iv id  in h is  mind, and was pointed 
up by him a f t e r  working u n t i r in g ly  in the  combined ju n io r  
and sen io r  high school which had an enrollment o f  1200 but 
a capacity  of only 900 . '

Another Douglass s t a f f  member, Cornelius E. Pittm an, wrote 
in  p a r t ,  'His in tense  pride  in  his work and h is  u n s tin t in g  
devotion to  our school down through the years  can c le a r ly  
be i l l u s t r a t e d .  Our s tuden t body i s  considered genera lly  
to  be the best s e l f -d i s c ip l in e d  group in  the s t a t e  . . .

When Mr. Moon became our p r in c ip a l  in 1940, our school was 
more than $1,000 in d e b t ,  and nothing could be charged w ith 
out approval o f  the school a u d i to r .  At the  p resen t time our 
average bank balance ranges from $12,000 to  $21,000, and we 
have purchased as much as $6,000 worth o f  band uniforms on 
open acc o u n t . ' /

A local newspaper gave t h i s  account:

F. D. Moon, principal o f  Douglass High School, has been 
named one of th e  th i r t e e n  f i n a l i s t s  to  rece ive  a Special 
C ita tion  of Honor fo r  the  national competitive "Principal o f  
the  Year" co n te s t ,  sponsored by the  Arthur C. Croft Publi
ca tion  o f  New London, Connecticut.

Although Principal Moon missed the  top honor which went to  
John I .  Warburton, Grossmount, C a l ifo rn ia ,  i t  i s  q u ite  a 
d i s t i n c t iv e  honor th a t  he i s  recognized among the  top f o r  
honors, e so ec ia l ly  s ince  he i s  not only the  only Negro named 
in  the  group, but the only s t a t e  p r inc ipa l l i s t e d  among th e  
f i n a l i s t s .

Moon was nominated by the  Douglass High School teachers  who 
c i te d  him for h is  outstanding school and community leadersh ip

l^ lb id .
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and the good example f o r  se rv ic e ,  he s e t  fo r  Douglass s tudents  

F. D. was awarded the  specia l c i t a t io n  o f  honor by Editor Ben 

Brodinsky o f  the  Arthur C. Croft Publications in February 1959. 

C it izens  jo ined  the  "Douglass Family" in  a specia l assembly f o r  th i s  

occasion a t  the Douglass High School.

Other A c t iv i t i e s ,  T ra d i t io n s ,  and Retirement 

In May 1959, th e  Douglass Family graduated more than 200 

s e n io rs .  S. G. Wright, p res iden t  of Fisk U niversity , was com

mencement speaker. Reverend Joe Edwards delivered  the Baccalourate 

sermon.

By the  1959-60 school y e a r ,  in te g ra t io n  of Douglass's f a c u l ty

and s tuden t body could possib ly  be coupled with the knowledge o f  a

news a r t i c l e  appearing in  the Black Dispatch charging "Segregation

S t i l l  E x is ts  in S c h o o l s . T h e  a r t i c l e  charged th a t :

Double-talk from the  Oklahoma City Board of Education th i s  
week revealed t h a t  segregation i s  s t i l l  very much a p a r t  
o f  th e  educational system here .

The rev e la t io n  came to  l i g h t  as an estimated 61,500 elemen
t a r y  and high school ch ild ren  ended t h e i r  vacation and trooped 
back to the  classroom t h i s  week.

1A
Black Dispatch, 6 February 1959.

^^Black D ispatch, 20 February 1959. Also see ,  F. D. Moon's 
personal papers.

^^Black Dispatch, 22 May 1959.

Black D ispatch, 4 September 1959.
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The system i s  working th i s  way. I f  you a re  white and l iv e  in 
an in teg ra te d  school d i s t r i c t  you can t r a n s f e r  to  an a l l  
white d i s t r i c t  with no delay. On tne o the r  hand, i f  you are  
Negro you can t r a n s f e r  within so -ca l led  Negro d i s t r i c t s .

The f a c t  was revealed l a s t  week when four Negro fam ilie s  
t r i e d  to  en ro ll  t h e i r  children a t  the Harmony School, 24th 
and Jordan. Three of the fam ilies  want t r a n s fe r s  because o f
the Harmony School being c lo se r  to  them than Culbertson,
which i s  in  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t . “

On the  o th e r  hand, by 1959 a to t a l  o f  344 black teachers  l o s t

t h e i r  jobs in  the  S ta te  o f  Oklahoma according to  Raymond Gary,

former governor o f  th e  S t a t e . '■ The Black Dispatch reported th a t :

In a s in g le  a r t i c l e  in the new issue  o f  Look Magazine, Gary 
reported th a t  only about ten Negro teachers  are working in 
the in teg ra te d  schools becuase individual school boards, with 
ra re  excep tions ,  have not y e t  seen f i t  to  h ire  Negro members.

He termed t h i s  th e  one r e a l ly  d is tu rb in g  problem th a t  has 
re su lted  from in te g ra t io n .  Otherwise, Gary s a id ,  school in 
te g ra t io n  in  Oklahoma has benefited  taxpayers ,  te a c h e rs ,  and 
s tu d en ts ,  po in ting  out th a t  the continuing e lim ination  o f  
separa te  school systems fo r  whites and Negroes has saved 
taxpayers a m il l io n  d o lla rs  a y e a r ,  enabled te ach e rs '  s a l 
a r ie s  to  be r a i s e d ,  and spared th e  build ing  o f  4,200 new 
classrooms.

Gary noted in  th e  Look a r t i c l e  t h a t  in te g ra t io n  was pre
sented to  Oklahoma as a means to  achieve b e t t e r  schools and 
t h a t ,  'A s in g le  f i s t  f ig h t  was th e  only violence t h a t  oc
c u r re d . '  He warned, however, t h a t  some areas of the  South 
with specia l problems will req u ire  ten  to  twenty years  to  
accept in te g ra t io n  and urged Northerns, 'n o t  to  push them 
in to  attempting changes th a t  cannot be made overnight.

Apparently running p a ra l le l  to  th e  thought th a t  changes fo r

Douglass would no t come overn igh t,  F. D. opened the  1959-60

Ẑ Ibid.
^^Black Dispatch, 20 March 1959.
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school year  with "Quality Teaching" as i t s  theme fo r  the professional

week a c t i v i t i e s .  The theme provided "the most e f fe c t iv e  and well

planned school facu l ty  profess ional conference week in th e  h is to ry  
2 4

o f  th e  schoo l.

F. D. l i s t e d  four new fa c u l ty  members in  September 1959.

Mrs. H. Howard Brown, in s t r u c to r  o f  Spanish and English, a 
graduate o f  P ra ir ie  View S ta te  College. Mrs. Brown i s  a 
d i s t i n c t  honor to  th e  "Douglass Family." She i s  a l i f e  
member^of the  National Education A ssocia tion , and a t  t h i s  
point F. D. Moon was the only o th e r  l i f e  member of the 
National Education A ssociation .

Another new facu lty  member, Robert A. Reese, In s t ru c to r  
of P r in t in g ,  replaces L. D. Darden. He i s  a graduate of 
Lincoln University o f  Je ffe rson  C ity ,  Missouri.

C. L. S lo ss ,  former a t h l e t i c  d i r e c to r  and vocational masonry 
in s t ru c to r  of Dunjee High School, w ill  rep lace Mr. L. L. 
Washington, who resigned to  accept work in Colorado. Mr.
Sloss i s  a graduate of Langston U nivers ity ,  and has a m aste r 's  
degree from Oklahoma U niversity .

Anderson Sanders, a former s tuden t and graduate of Douglass 
High School, will rep lace  Mr. G. Dodson, as carpenter in 
s t r u c to r .  Mr. Dodson resigned to  work in business fo r  him
s e l f .  Mr. Sanders received h is  schooling a t  Langston Univer -  
s i t y ,  Langston, Oklahoma.

The f i r s t  assembly in  1959-60 o f  the  Douglass Family was in

the  form o f  o r ie n ta t io n  f o r  the  new s tu d e n ts .  In f a c t :

During th e  f i r s t  assembly o f  th e  e n t i r e  s tuden t body o f  
Douglass High School, September 3 , P rofessor F. D. Moon 
made a charge e s p ec ia l ly  d irec ted  toward o r ie n ta t in g  the  
new s tuden ts  to the t r a d i t io n s  and customs of Douglass High

24
Black Dispatch. 4 September 1959. 

Z^Ibid.
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School, as well as serv ing  as a reminder to  former s tu d en ts .

They were informed t h a t ,  ' I t  i s  n o t  enough to  be aware of 
the achievements o f  o thers  in the  p a s t  but th a t  you must 
measure up to  the  re s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f  those who have gone be
f o r e . '  He hopes they w i l l ,  e s p e c ia l ly ,  ' l e a r n  e a r ly  the  
t r a d i t i o n  o f  giving y o u se lf  to th e  sch o o l . '

Along with o th e r  t r a d i t i o n s  of Douglass High School i s  the 
care of public  property  and a s in c e re  regard fo r  personal 
s a fe ty .

He closed these  challenging and in s p i r in g  remarks with a 
charge to  each indiv idual s tu d e n t ,  'You e n te r  a t  Douglass 
High School an open door and what comes out o f  i t  w ill  depend 
on y o u . '26

During the  year  F. D. and the  "Douglass Family" remained 

a c t iv e  in  educational a c t i v i t i e s  throughout the c i t y  and s t a t e .

For example, a t  a banquet o f  the  Oklahoma C olleg ia te  Confer

ence Championship honoring th e  Langston U nivers ity  Lions fo o tb a l l  

team during December 1959, F. D. addressed the  team s's  s t a f f  and 

nearly  f i f t y  alumni and coaches o f  Langston. As th e  Alumni 

gathered he s ta te d :  "Sports and a l l i e d  a c t i v i t i e s  centered around 

a th le t i c s  were a prime f a c to r  toward b u i ld in g  good w ill  and imple

menting th e  in te g ra t io n  process in  Oklahoma. . . .Many persons o f  

a l l  races and groups have discussed and envisioned the p o s s i b i l i 

t i e s  o f  an in teg ra te d  so c ie ty ;  bu t he s e r io u s ly  doubted i f  too

many sought i t  and the  changes which a re  th e  end r e s u l t s  o f  

27
desegregation ."

^^Black Dispatch. 18 September 1959.

^^Black Dispatch, 18 December 1959.
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But in t é g r â t ! onal changes a f fec t in g  education in  Oklahoma 

had provided black high school graduates with increasing advantages 

fo r  t h e i r  access to  S ta te  and o u t -o f - s ta t e  i n s t i tu t i o n s  o f  higher 

le a rn in g .  In order t o  enhance th i s  t r e n d ,  F. D. and o the r  black 

educators  of a l l  black high schools throughout the . S ta te  exposed 

t h e i r  sen ior  c lasses  to  what was called  th e  "Annual College Day,"^®

In May, 1950, F. D. and th e  Douglass High School sen io rs  

hosted the  Annual College Day a c t iv i t y .  Oklahoma schools p a r t i c i 

pa ting  in the a c t iv i t y  were: Booker T. Washington High School,

El Reno; Douglass High School, Lawton; Dunjee High School, Choctaw; 

Faver High School, Guthrie; Langston High School, Langston; and 

L 'Ouverture High School, McAlister. Representatives from AM&N College, 

the  Armed Forces, Central S ta te  College, Draughon's Business and 

Technical I n s t i t u t e ,  F isk U nivers ity ,  H i l l ' s  Business U nivers ity , 

Oklahoma City U nivers ity ,  Langston U nivers ity ,  Lincoln U nivers ity ,  

Oklahoma S ta te  Technical U niversity , Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e ,  U niversity  

o f  Oklahoma, and Wiley College conducted indiv idual conferences 

with s tuden ts  from the  represented  schoo ls ,  g iving personal and 

d e ta i le d  infomation concerning t h e i r  i n s t i tu t i o n s .^ ^

Douglass High School, held to  many o f  i t s  t r a d i t io n s  fo r  the 

school yea r  1959-60. As in the years  p a s t ,  a t  the end o f  th e  school

^^Black Dispatch, 4 March 1960. 

2*Ibid.
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year clubs and organizations presented g i f t s  to  the  school, and 

the  s t a f f  presented  s tuden ts '  awards fo r  th e :  All Around Boy and 

G ir l ,  English Club, Haywood a c t i v i t y ,  Oklahoma Federation o f  

Colored Women, Oklahoma S ta te  U niversity Technical Training scho lar

sh ip , C iv i t ia n ,  Seward Engineering, The American Legion, Phi Beta 

Kappa, S oc ia lai res Club, DAR Good C it izen ,  American H istory , Ameri

can C it iz e n ,  and The Sons of American Revolution. In a d d i t io n ,  

s tudents^  awards included scholarsh ips  from: The Homemakers 

Economics Department, Wiley College, Oklahoma S ta te  University  

Technical Train ing , the  Nu Vista Club, Sears and Roebuck, The 

National Honor Socie ty  o f  Douglass High School, and E. K. Gaylord 

f o r  Mathematics and Science. Trophies and c e r t i f i c a t e s  were pre

sented t o :  Mr. and Miss Hi-Y, Miss Douglass, Miss Auxiliary member. 

Attendent to  Miss Douglass and Attendent t o  Miss Hi-Y, and outstand

ing Religious Emphasis.^^

Among the g i f t s  presented to  the  school in 1960, was the  t r a 

d i t io n a l  g i f t  o f  th e  schoo l 's  Hi-Y Club. The club added to  t h e i r  

previous g i f t s  a marker, fo r  the  beginning o f  the  sidewalk leading 

to  the main o f f ic e .  The marker constructed  o f  b r ick ,  surrounded by 

shrubbery, with aluminum l e t t e r s  id e n t i f i e d  Douglass High School 

Entrance.

^^Black D ispatch, 20 May, 3 June 1960. 

Black Dispatch, 15 April 1960.
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As the school y ea r  1959 and 1960 became h is to ry ,  one of the 
p r e t t i e s t  and most enjoyable events connected with the c lo s 
ing of school l in g e rs  in the memory o f  many members of the 
"Douglass Family." I t  i s  the  bon voyage b reak fas t  given by 
the  Douglass High School student council on the  l a s t  day o f  
school fo r  t h e i r  te a c h e rs ,  o f f ic e  s t a f f ,  custodians and 
C afe te r ia  personnel.

Prayer was o ffered  by Mr. Moon, o f fe r in g  a b le ss ing  fo r  the 
morning a f t e r  which a sh o r t  informal program was rendered.
Larry Davis, p res iden t  o f  the s tuden t council ,  welcomed the 
guests .

Mr. Moon made th e  f in a l  remarks and assured th e  members of 
the  s tuden t council th a t  the teachers  and o the r  honored 
guests apprec ia ted  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  through the  year  and thanked 
them fo r  th e  b reak fa s t .  .

At the c lo se  o f  th e  school y ea r  Judge Ju an ita  Kidd Stout of 

Philadelphia and a Douglass High School graduate o f  Wewoka, Oklahoma, 

under F. D. , delivered  th e  address f o r  the  1959-60 graduating class  

of Douglass High School. The "Douglass Family" graduated more than 

200 s tuden ts  making the  f i f ty -s e v e n th  commencement exerc ise  fo r  the 

school.

Douglass opened the  1960-61 school y ea r  with th ree  major 

changes basic  to  the  ra t io n a le  o f  the  school board 's  d e s ire  to  re l iev e  

crowded conditions a t  F. D. Moon and Webster Jun io r  High Schools.

The changes included: (1) The s h i f t in g  o f  ninth grade c la sses  to  

Douglass which had previously  operated on a 10-12th grade system.

33glack Dispatch. 17 June 1960.

33Black Dispatch, 20 May 1960. Also F. D. Moon, in terview  
held Midwest C hris tian  College, Living Legend L ibrary , 11 April 
1972.
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resu lted  in (2) the h i r in g  o f  add itiona l te ach e rs ,  and (3) th e  use 

o f  add itional build ings fo r  the f i r s t  time s ince  the school was 

b u i l t .  The f iv e  portab les  s tanding on the  Douglass grounds in  1960 

were moved from the Dunbar elementary school where crowded conditions 

were a l le v ia te d  with th e  reo rgan iza tion  o f  F. D. Moon Ju n io r  High 

as Carter G. Woodson, elementary school.

Nevertheless, F. 0. added a Vocational Arts Department to  

the  curriculum o f  Douglass in  1960. Paul S trong, former in s truc to r  

o f  Auto Mechanics, headed the  Vocational In d u s tr ia l  Arts Department, 

and became the  ninth grade c la ss  adv iso r  and a s s i s t a n t  p r in c ip a l .

This marks the  f i r s t  y e a r  th a t  such a p o s it io n  had been a l l o t t e d  the 

school

Additional teachers  added to  the  f a c u l ty  o f  Douglass due to  

the  inc lusion  o f  ninth  grade students  made a to t a l  o f  f i f ty -se v e n  

in s tru c t io n a l  s t a f f  members, 1 f u l l  time nurse ,  a cus tod ia l s t a f f  o f  

12, and a c a fe te r ia  s t a f f  o f  13.^®

^^Black Dispatch, 2 September 1960.

^^Ibid.

36
Ib id .  See Tro jan : P u rsu i t  o f  Excellence (Oklahoma City: 

Douglass High School, [1955]), pp. 18-29.

New facu l ty  add itions  fo r  the  1960-61 school year  a t  Douglass 
included: Mrs. Cavannah M. Clark, B.S. degree , Langston University, 
M.S. University  o f  Oklahoma, English; Ruby Alexander, B.S.
Morris Brown College, M.S. Boston U n ivers i ty ,  Social S tu d ie s ;  Fre- 
zonia Cudjoe, B.S. Langston, M.S. Oklahoma U n ivers ity ,  Social Studies; 
Geneva John, B.S. Oklahoma City U n iv e rs i ty ,  M.S. Central S ta te  College,
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But d e sp i te  the physical changes o f  th e  sch o o l 's  campus and 

changes in  both facu l ty  and s tuden t body o f  Douglass, th e  "Douglass 

Family" did not d i s p a i r .  In f a c t ,  the  s tuden t c o u n c i l ,  w ith  .

Augusta P. Morgan and Lola T. Alexander as sponsors, planned 

and executed a "Howdy Day" fo r  the  e n t i r e  "Douglass Family."

The two day a c t iv i t y  placed emphasis on g ree ting  everyone with a 

smile and a big "Howdy." On the  second day a p r ize  was given during 

assembly to  the  person wearing the  "Howdy Badge" i f  h i s /h e r  name was 

drawn.

Throughout the y e a r  a c t i v i t i e s  were noted w ithin clubs and 

o rgan iza tions  which included th e :  Student Council, English Club, 

Thespian Club and Verse Choir, National Honor Socie ty ,  S tudent Libra

r ian  Club, Spanish Club, ninth through the  tw elfth  grades Y-Teens, 

Paramedical Career Club, Future Teachers o f  America, Trojans L e t te r -  

men's Club, Future Homemakers o f  America, Hi-Y Club, Future Business 

Leaders o f  America, Red Cross, Senior Girl Scouts, Troop 81, Chorus, 

Band and O rchestra , Cheerleaders and T ro jan ite s  Pep Club, Pepette 

Club, Physics Club, Chemistry S lide  Rule Club, and Soci-Amen

Social S tud ies  and A ss is tan t  L ib ra r ian ;  Richard D. Jo n es ,  B.S. Lang
s ton ,  M.S. U niversity  o f  Oklahoma, Social S tudies; Eleanor K. Powell, 
fu l l  time re g is te re d  nurse; Berry Henstead, J r . ,  B.S. Arkansas S ta te ,  
M.S. U nivers ity  o f  Arkansas, Science Department; Lola G reer, B.S. 
W ilberforce, M.S. Denver U nivers ity ,  Mathematics; W il l ie  E. Perry , 
B.S. Bishop College, M.S. Oklahoma U nivers ity ,  band and o rc h e s tra ;  
Dovie B. Tilman, B.S. Langston U n ivers ity ,  M.S. Oklahoma U nivers ity ,  
home economics. Black Dispatch, 2 September 1960.

^^Black D ispatch . 14 October 1960.
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Club. 38

The philosophical pa t te rn  o f  the "Douglass Family" followed 

th e  p u rs u i t  o f  excellence, a theme chosen by the  1960-61 yearbook 

s t a f f .  S p e c i f ic a l ly ,  th e  f a c u l ty  expressed: "We guide the  youth 

o f  our school who a re  sen t to  us fo r  enlightenment and s t a b i l i t y  o f  

c h a ra c te r .  We represent a group o f  dedicated and well prepared 

in d iv id u a ls  who in every aspect o f  our work attempt to pursue s ta n 

dards o f  excellence for th e  educational advancement of a l l  y o u th ."38 

The A dministrative Council's  aim was to  "d iscuss and give a s s is ta n c e  

and suggestions towards improvement o f  school p o l ic ie s  and standards 

lead ing  to  successful accomplishments o f  goals and o b je c t iv e s .

Each organization w ithin  th e  "Douglass Family" in 1961 pursued 

exce llence through the  maintenance of the h ighest possib le  s tandards 

as the  s tuden ts  pursued common in t e r e s t s  in  a f te r-schoo l fun and 

fe llow ship  leading to  the development of well-rounded p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  

For examples, The Student Council was a labo ra to ry  fo r  democracy. 

I t  helped to  a d ju s t  the e n t i r e  s tuden t body, and furn ished  opportun

i t i e s  f o r  the  development o f  s tuden t le a d e rsh ip ,  i n i t i a t i v e  and 

school p r id e ,  i t  encouraged s tuden ts  to  cooperate w i l l in g ly  and to  

accep t r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s .

The English Club crea ted  a sense o f  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r

38

39

T ro jan ,  Pursuit o f  Excellence, p. 11. 

I b i d . ,  p. 17.
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achievement in sch o la rsh ip ,  encouraged p a r t i c ip a t io n ,  provided op

p o r tu n i t ie s  fo r  supplementary t r a in in g  in English , and contributed  

to  the s o c ia l ,  i n t e l l e c tu a l  and c u l tu ra l  growth of the school and 

community. The Thespian Club s tim ula ted  i n t e r e s t  in dram atics, 

and provided op p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  dramatic work. The Spanish Club, a 

member o f  the National Spanish S ocie ty , learned  to  understand and 

appreciate  the language and c u l tu re  o f  Spanish America. The 

Trojan World encouraged s tu d e n t 's  i n t e r e s t  in  journalism and 

provided newspaper experience f o r  s tu d e n ts ,  produced a monthly 

p u b l ica t io n ,  u t i l i z i n g  the sch o o l 's  vocational p r in t  shop. The 

Y-Teens b u i l t  fe llow ship  between female s tu d en ts  devoted to  the 

idea ls  o f  C h ris tian  l iv in g .  The Paramedical Career Club en

couraged s tu d en ts  i n t e r e s t  in medicine o r  medical ca re e rs .  Future 

Teachers o f  America enabled s tuden ts  to  s tu d y ,  id e n t ify  and de

velop p o te n t ia l  q u a l i t i e s  basics  to  successfu l teaching. Trojan 

Lettermen's Club fo s te red  good sportsmanship c h a r a c te r i s t i c s ,  

high id e a l s ,  and upheld th e  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  Douglass. The Hi-Y 

Club c rea ted ,  m aintained, and extended throughout the home, 

school and community, high standards o f  C h r is t ian  ch a rac te r .  The 

Future Business Leaders o f  America Club developed s tu d e n t 's  i n t e r e s t  

and understanding in  the i n t e l l i g e n t  choices o f  business occupations. 

The Red Cross Club helped people in  poverty s trcken  a re a s ,  and the 

s ick .  The Cheerleaders, T ro ja n i te  Pep Club and the Pepette Club 

boosted the  morale o f  the Trojan Teams. The Physics and Chemistry
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Club developed s tu d e n t 's  i n t e r e s t  in  the  study o f  each course respec

t i v e ly ,  competing each y ea r  in  the  annual Science Fair .  The Soci- 

Amen Club developed s tu d e n t 's  id e a ls  in human behavior.

A c t iv i t i e s  noted w ithin th e  Douglass classroom in 1961 were 

geared towards Language A rts ,  where s tuden ts  developed an understand

ing and apprec ia tion  fo r  b e t t e r  w rit in g  p rocesses ,  learned to  com

municate e f f e c t iv e ly  and to  exchange ideas and opinions in t e l l i g e n t l y .  

Classes in  th i s  department included English, journalism , and foreign 

languages. In Social S tud ie s ,  s tuden ts  compared the development o f  

th e  c i t y ,  s t a t e ,  national and th e  world with t h e i r  p resen t day environ

ment and h i s to r i c a l  events. Students acquired knowledge and s k i l l  in 

bookkeeping, accounting, ty p in g ,  shorthand, and s e c r e ta r ia l  p ra c t ic e s .  

In an e f f o r t  to  s tim u la te  s tu d e n t 's  a b i l i t y  to  th ink  c r i t i c a l l y ,  

s tudents  experimented in sc ience and mathematics drawing conclusions 

in  biology, chem istry, phys ics ,  high school a r i th m e t ic ,  business math- 

em atcis, a lgebra , geometry, tr igonom etry , and math a n a ly s is .  Through 

vocational and in d u s t r ia l  educa tion ,  s tudents  were provided s tud ie s  

in  t a i lo r i n g ,  upho ls te ry ,  vocational p r in t in g ,  vocational ca rpen try ,  

welding, metal work, d r iv e r ' s  t r a i n i n g ,  photography, automechanics, 

cosmetology, and commercial a r t s

The A th le t ic  Department was composed o f  th e :  Trojan Football

*O lb id .,  pp. 67-92. 

^ h b i d . ,  pp. 102-113.
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Team, Trojan Basketball Team, G ir l s '  S o f tb a l l  Team, Track Team,

Wrestling Team, Tennis Team, Golf Team, Swimming Team and the

G ir ls '  S o f tb a l l  Team. The G i r l s '  S o ftba l l  team was the  champion

team in 1960-61.^^

These along with the  academic s u b jec ts  mentioned inc luding

l i t e r a t u r e ,  French, home economics, and c la sse s  in hygiene formed

the  basic  a c t i v i t i e s  and curriculum a t  Douglass during F. D . 's  r e -  
43

tirem ent y e a r .

And y e t ,  another a sp ec t  o f  how th e  "Douglass Family" sought 

th e  p u r s u i t  o f  excellence can possib ly  be gathered from th e  Douglass 

Creed:

I b e l ie v e in  the  Douglass High School and in the th in g s  fo r  
which i t  s tands: HEALTH in MIND and BODY, SERVICE to  o thers  
and to  myself, SOCIAL ADJUSTMENT, ECONOMIC SECURITY and 
REFERENCE FOR THE SPIRITUAL. I be l iev e  in LOYALTY to  our 
school and to  i t s  t r a d i t i o n s .  I pledge upon my honor to  help 
in a l l  i t s  undertakings; in  a l l  t h a t  w ill  make i t  a s tronger  
and nobler school. And I promise to  do a l l  in my power to  
become a s tuden t to  match i t s  id ea ls .

But th e  s a tu ra t io n  of F. D . 's  in f lu en ce  within the  "Douglass

Family" i s  ca lcu la ted  in  the conscientious fam ily 's  judgment o f  him

in  his re t i rem e n t y e a r ,  as they  wrote:

The key man in  our school i s  our P r in c ip a l .  He has led  
the Douglass Family f o r  twenty-one y e a r s .  During t h i s  time

42lbid.
* 3 lb id . ,  pp. 93-100. 

^ I b i d . ,  p. 2.
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he has e s tab l ish ed  not only high in te l l e c tu a l  standards but 
has been instrum ental in  the  development o f  c e r t a in  t r a 
d i t io n s  which are  now loved and recognized by a l l  loyal 
Douglass s tudents  (p resen t and former). Such t r a d i t io n s  as 
honesty, p ride  in physical surroundings, hab i ts  o f  o rd e r l i 
ness ,  f a i r  p lay , good sportsmanship and lo y a l ty  a re  a 
recognized p a r t  o f  the  average Douglass s tu d e n t 's  l i f e .

In a s t a t e l y ,  f irm ,  and y e t  highly approachable manner, 
he has adm inistered the  overa ll  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  and func
t io n s  o f  our school thereby winning the  love, re sp ec t  and 
g ra t i tu d e  o f  thosg-w ith  whom he works, th e  s tuden ts  and the  
e n t i r e  community.

The Douglass High School Family was jo in ed  by community and 

s ta t e  o rgan iza tions  in  g iving recognition  to  th e  r e t i r i n g  p r in c i 

pal.  For example, in  a  spec ia l  assembly during the National 

Library Week, April 16-22, 1961, under the  d i re c t io n  o f  Sarah J .  

Bell and Geneva Johnson, l i b r a r i a n  and a s s i s t a n t  l i b r a r i a n  re

s p e c t iv e ly ,  the  school compiled and dedicated to  F. D. a co l lec t io n  

o f  books by and about th e  Negro. In f a c t ,  a t  th e  time F. D. was 

serving as a member o f  th e  s ta te -w ide  committee on National Library 

Week, he had o f ten  expressed th e  b e l i e f  t h a t  "in  order fo r  Negro 

youths to  have a b e t t e r  app rec ia tion  o f  t h e i r  race ,  i t  i s  necessary 

th a t  they be b e t t e r  informed concerning c u l tu ra l  achievements o f

4 S lb id . ,  p. 13.

At the  time o f  h is  re t i rem en t yea r  1960-61 F. D. was serving 
on numerous boards o f  th e  community and s t a t e .  These included: The 
Board o f  D irectors  Oklahoma City United Funds, The M etropolitan 
YMCA, The Last F ro n tie r  Council o f  the  Boy Scouts o f  America, The 
Oklahoma City and Oklahoma County Girl Scouts, The Oklahoma Education 
A ssociation , and numerous o th e rs .  Black D ispatch, 19 May 1961.
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46
the  r a c e ."  I t  i s  t h i s  thought which served as a guide in s e le c 

t in g  the books fo r  sen io r  high school s tudents  a t  Douglass.^^ The 

F. D. Moon Memorial Book C ollection  in  the  l ib r a r y  o f  Douglass con

ta in s  a bronze plaque p ro jec t in g  the  likeness  o f  F. D. and taken

48
from a mold l e f t  by th e  1945 Douglass sen io r  c la s s .

F. D . 's  natal day, May 4 ,  1961, was designated as "F. D.

Moon's Recognition Day" by the  "Douglass Family." The family based 

t h e i r  a c t i v i t y  on the  theme "Stairways to  the  S ta r s ."  Six

s t a r s  honoring F. D . 's  accomplishments as Runner-up in

th e  search f o r  the F i r s t  National Principal o f  the Year, Dean o f  

Negro Education, F. D. Moon Ju n io r  High School named in h is  honor. 

L is ted  as Who's Who in American Education, Honored a t  Testimonial 

Dinner, and Membership in Phi D elta Kappai Steps to  the  s ta r s  

included: Courage and perseverance; lo y a l ty  and se rv ic e ;  second 

v ic e -p re s id e n t  of the National A ssociation f o r  the  Study o f  Negro

Life and H is tory ; Chairman o f  th e  s te e r in g  committee f o r  the  Oklahoma

County and City Girl Scouts s in ce  1942; B. S. Langston U nivers ity  

and M.A. University  o f  Chicago; Head teacher  a t  Crescent, Oklahoma, 

te n  y e a rs ;  Executive Committee Oklahoma Association o f  Negro

S. J .  Bell and G. W. Johnson, The F. D. Moon Memorial Col
le c t io n  o f  Books Bv and About The Negro (Oklahoma City: Douglass 
High School, [1961]), p . 1.

*7 lb id .

4Glbid.
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teach ers ,  twelve y e a rs ;  P r in c ip a l ,  Douglass High School, Wewoka, 

Oklahoma, nine y ea rs ;  Executive S ecre ta ry ,  Oklahoma Association 

Negro Teachers; P r in c ip a l ,  Douglass High School, Oklahoma C ity , 

twenty-one yea rs ;  P res id en t ,  Oklahoma A ssociation o f  Negro 

Teachers; P re s id en t ,  Langston U nivers ity  Alumni A ssocia tion , fou r

teen  years  ; F i r s t  V ice-P resident, Associated Publishers ; S ta te  

Chairman o f  Negro History f o r  Oklahoma; Chairman o f  Management,

4 th  S tree t  YMCA; General Superin tendent, Tabernacle B a p t is t  Sundgy 

School; P re s id e n t ,  Oklahoma City Urban League; Vice Chairman Taber

nacle  B ap tis t  Church Board o f  Deacons ; Member o f  Board o f  D irec to rs ,  

Oklahoma C ity  United Funds; Member, Board o f  D irec to rs ,  Oklahoma 

County Health A ssocia tion ; Spearheaded bu ild ing  new Douglass High 

School

On May 26, 1961, F. D. was honored a t  a banquet a t  Douglass 

High School sponsored by the  school, s t a t e  and c iv ic  o rgan iza tions.  

The program included t r i b u te s  by Melvin Barnes and Jack 

Parker, both rep resen t ing  th e  Oklahoma City Board o f  Education; J .  

Frank Malone, rep resen ting  th e  Oklahoma A ssociation o f  Secondary 

School P r in c ip a ls ;  Charles Bennett,  managing e d i to r  o f  th e  Daily 

Oklahoman and the Oklahoma C ity  Times; W. F. J e l t z ,  v ic e -p r in c ip a l  

of Douglass; Reverend d. C. West, p res iden t  o f  the  C it izens  Action 

Committee; and Freda Ameringer, rep resen ting  community

49
Trojan: P u rsu i t  of Excellence, p .  10.
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organ izations. Main speaker f o r  the  occasion was Dr. C. Wesley 

Morgan, an Oklahoma City physic ian . S p e c i f ic a l ly ,  "about 500 persons 

gathered a t  the  high school t h a t  the  'dean of Negro educa tion ' was 

cred ited  with bu ild ing  to  say thanks fo r  the  job he had done.®®

Three speakers presented  F. D. with mementos during the  men

tioned occasion. One fo r  $1,500, a donation co l lec ted  by a co- 

mi t t e e  and presented  by A. D. Mathues, a serv ice  s ta t io n  opera to r .

The o ther  two mementos were p laques. Bert V. Wadkins, Dunbar 

School p r in c ip a l ,  presented  one on behalf  o f  the  school and the  

o ther  was presented  by E. J .  P erry ,  a s s i s t a n t  pas to r  o f  Tabernacle 

B ap tis t  Church. Upon acceptance F. D. s ta te d :  " I 'v e  enjoyed 

g rea t ly  the work I 'v e  done here and elsewhere. Now th a t  I th ink  

about i t ,  I d o n ' t  know a l l  th e re  i s  to  know about secondary educa

t io n .  I owe my success to  knees. I k n e l t  before my m other 's  

knees to  pray. . . .  and was f la t t e n e d  across my f a t h e r ' s  knees 

fo r  d iscipline ."® ^

Probably the  most heartwarming honor to  be given F. D. was 

the  unusual in v i ta t io n  extended by the  250 graduates in  1961, re 

questing him to  address the  c la s s  a t  i t s  59th annual school com

mencement. The 1961 graduates brought the  to ta l  number o f  Douglass 

grades to  ex ac tly  4,701 and held the  d is t in c t io n  o f  being th e  .

®®Daily Oklahoman, 27 May 1961; Oklahoma City Times, 17 May
1961.

® hb id .
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la rg e s t  graduating c la s s  in the f i f t y - n i n e  y ea r  h is to ry  o f  the

school, "a monumental increase from 8 persons who comprised the

f i r s t  g raduating c la ss  in 1903."^^

N everthe less ,  F. D. made several observations  concerning

black education and race re la t io n s  in  Oklahoma City nearing the

end o f  h is  re t i rem en t year.

'Negro education and race r e la t io n s  have undergone tremen
dous changes in  Oklahoma City during the l a s t  21 y ea rs , '
F. D. Moon reminisced as he s a t  in  a la rge  cushioned chair 
behind h is  desk.

The r e t i r i n g  Douglass High School p r inc ipa l turned slowly 
in h is  c h a i r ,  pointed to  several p i le s  o f  books and papers 
and remarked about the d i f f i c u l t  ta sk  of s o r t in g  out the 
m a te r ia l  which has co llec ted  during his 40 years  as teacher 
and school adm in is tra to r .

The 65-year o ld  educator seemed s l i g h t l y  saddened about 
leav ing  Douglass y e t  s a t i s f i e d  with the  p a r t  he has played 
in ob ta in ing  b e t t e r  educational f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  Negroes and 
upgrading h is  race in soc ie ty .  Moon w ill leave h is  post 
Ju ly  1 under th e  s t a t e ' s  re t i rem en t law.

A moderate in the  Negro's quest f o r  in te g ra t io n .  Moon never- 
th e - l e s s  works s te a d i ly  and p e r s i s te n t ly  to  find  fo r  his 
race  an equal place in so c ie ty .

Moon sa id  educational f a c i l i t i e s  provided f o r  Negroes in 
Oklahoma City 21 years ago included one school housed in 
an o ld  d ila p id a te d  frame build ing  and another school con
s i s t i n g  o f  two frame buildings t h a t  h ad n 't  been painted in  
y e a rs .

Oklahoma City Negroes now a t tend  modern schoo ls ,  including 
Douglass a $3 m illion  modern educational p la n t .

Negroes have been making continuous progress in Oklahoma 
C ity  in  t h e i r  f ig h t  fo r  equal r i g h t s ,  but Moon admits 'there

^^Black D ispatch . 19 May 1961.
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i s n ' t  very much in t e g r a t i o n . '

Moon terms the  r a c ia l  s i tu a t io n  in Oklahoma City 'd e -seg re 
g a t io n ,  not in t e g r a t io n . '

Why has in te g ra t io n  been slow? The Negro educator  pointed 
out two reasons. ' F i r s t , '  he sa id ,  ' th e  r e s id e n t ia l  pa t te rn  
keeps the  races ap a r t  and slows down the  in te g ra t io n  process. 
Secondly, the  lack  o f  communication,' he s a id ,  'keeps l i k e  
minded people from discovering each o th e r . '

' In  t im e , '  Moon s a id ,  ' I  th ink  the re  w ill be r a th e r  complete 
i n t e g r a t i o n . '  'This he exp la in s ,  w ill  be achieved through 
working and ta lk in g  with people and using dramatic means 
such as s i t - i n s .  'Meditation does work with some p eo p le , '  
he remarked. 'With o thers  you have to  be more d ram a tic . '

The p r in c ip a l  glances out the o f f ic e  window, tu rned  back 
and sa id :  'L ike President Roosevelt sa id  when the  country
was t ry in g  to  f i g h t  i t s  way ou t o f  the depress ion , we have 
to  a t ta c k  on many f r o n t s . '

Moon sa id  he does not work fo r  in teg ra tio n  with emotions.
' I ' v e  never been in t e l l e c tu a l l y  d ishonest.  I d o n ' t  t e l l  any 
one an un tru th  about i t , '  he added.

' I o b je c t  to  th e  stigma attached to  Negroes by some w h i te s , '  
Moon s a id .  ' I t  i s  not a question o f  t ry in g  to  s i t  with a 
white p e rso n . '

He sa id  he found in ter-school a c t i v i t i e s  involv ing  both 
races very encouraging.

Moon sa id  one problem Negroes face is  the  l im ited  employment 
o p p o r tu n i t ie s .  He sa id  many pupils  from Douglass go on to  
co llege  because they are unable to  f ind  jobs in  th e  c i t y  as 
e a s i ly  as whites and must prepare themselves f o r  work in  some 
s p ec ia l iz ed  f i e l d .

Asked about h is  many speaking engagements throughout Oklahoma, 
Moon pointed to  a la rge  calendar on the  o f f ic e  wall which i s  
covered with n o ta t io n s  to  remind him o f engagements. ' I  
speak to  numerous groups, '  he commented, 'and more o f ten  to  
whites than Negroes.'

What w ill  the  educa tor  turn  to  in h is  re t i rem en t years?  I 
may t r y  some w r i t in g  on education and race r e l a t i o n s .  I know
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those  sub jects  b e s t .  Guy Bellamy, o f  the B ap t is t  Book S to re ,  
wants to  co l labo ra te  with me on w riting  a book on race re 
l a t io n s ,  I may t r y  t h a t . '

Moon sa id  he has always been in te re s te d  in the  law and prob
ably w ill  spend some time observing the workings o f  the 
d i f f e r e n t  co u r ts .

'My bro thers  wants to  t r y  to  make a fisherman out of me,' 
he said  a f t e r  a moment o f  th o u g h t , '  'bu t he w il l  probably give 
th e  idea up. I 'v e  caught only one f i s h  in my l i f e  and t h a t  
one was only as long as my thumb. Maybe i f  I caught a few 
more, I would ge t  to  l ik e  i t . '

Moon said  he has done considerab le  trav e l in g  and would l i k e  
t o  do more during his r e t i r e m e n t .53

Yet, during the  40 years  as an educator in the  S ta te  of Okla

homa, perhaps few years  seemed to  F. D. to  be more f i l l e d  with an

t i c ip a t io n  fo r  the  educational fu tu re  o f  black youths than .those 

ahead in  the 60 ' s .  Such an idea would seem commonplace since the  

Brown's decision in 1954 and based on the  h is to ry  o f  education f o r  

blacks in  Oklahoma by 1960-61, t h a t  i s ,  i f  i t  were to  be applied 

simply to  school desegregation . But the  beginning 60 's  marked the  

re tirem en t year  fo r  F. D. as p r in c ip a l  in  the public  schools of 

Oklahoma. To these  a n t ic ip a t io n s  th e  65 year  old p r in c ip a l  gave 

cons idera tion  as he reminisced:

When the shadows have begun to  lengthen s l i g h t ly  toward th e  
su n se t ,  the  suggestion o f  going back to  21 quickens the 
im agination.

At 21 again , I would s t i l l  s tak e  my fu ture  on the  philosophy 
o f  the  Prophet Micah and th e  Master Teacher, re sp ec t iv e ly :

^^See Oklahoma City Times, 25 May 1961.
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'What doth the Lord requ ire  of thee , 0 man, except to  do 
j u s t l y ,  to  love mercy, and to  walk humbly with thy  God.'
And, 'He who would be g re a te s t  among you, l e t  him be the 
s e r v a n t . '

Out o f  my f i r s t  21 flow such names as Woodrow Wilson, Lloyd 
George, Clemenceau, Von Hinderberg, Col. Charles Young 
and General Pershing. One hums again such songs as 'Keep 
the  Home F ires  Buring,' ' I t ' s  a Long Way to  T ip p e ra ry , '  and, 
maybe, 'The Beale S t r e e t  B lues. '

One r e c a l l s  s ig n i f i c a n t  events as the mass migration of 
Negroes to  the north to  work in the fa c to r ie s  and the r e 
b i r th  o f  th e  Ku Klux Klan as a device fo r  dimming the 
hopes of black so ld ie rs  re tu rn ing  from Flanders F ields 
and the Argonne Forests in a crusade to  'make the  world safe 
f o r  democracy.'

Back to  21 a second time fo r  me would find new words, new 
concepts and new horizons -  ' s p u tn ik s , '  ' in  o r b i t , '  'space 
ag e , '  ' j e t  p ropu ls ion , '  ' b a l l i s t i c  m i s s i l e s , ' ' i n t e g r a t i o n , '  
'White C it iz e n s '  C ouncils , ' 'open h e a r t  surgery ' and 'C iv il 
R igh ts . '

New names, such as Eisenhower, Khruskchev, DeSaulle, Nehru, 
Nkrumah, Nasser are on the tongues o f  m il l io n s .

The s p o t l ig h t  o f  teeming m illions  has sh if te d  now to  Ind ia ,  
Pakistan , Red China, I s r a e l ,  Jordan, Sudan, Ghanna, Egypt, 
E th iopia , L ib e r ia ,  Kenya and Japan.

Since the educa tiona l,  economic and socia l p a t te rn s  fo r  my 
people today have a much b r ig h te r  hue, i f  I were 21 again I 
would urge Negro youth to  move in to  many new vocations o f  
s em i-sk i l le d  and very techn ica l types.

I would urge them to  prepare to answer the c a l l  f o r  entrance 
in to  petroleum, and o ther  branches of eng ineering , arch
i t e c t u r e ,  mental health  c a re e rs ,  av ia tion  and a l l  areas of 
productive labor,  re ly in g  upon the despening so c ia l  conscience 
o f  ju s t i c e  and equal opportunity  to  be the y e a s t  t o  leaven 
th e  whole gamut of job opportunity  in our s o c ie ty .

There i s  a common th read  which runs through th e se  four de
cades. In s p i te  of a l l  the modern m iracles in  medicine, 
ou te r  space, longer l i f e  span and the s taggering  evolution 
o f  the mass media o f  communication and t ra n s p o r ta t io n .
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human na tu re  remains la rg e ly  unchanged.

Shall I c i t e  an i l l u s t r a t i o n  in  support of the consistency 
o r  s im i la r i ty  of human na tu re  down through the ages? The 
O riental I n s t i t u t e  on the campus of the U niversity of Chicago 
houses r e l i c s  o f  Egyptian, Assyrian and Babylonian a n t iq u i ty .

In the Babylonian department were many in sc r ip t io n s  w rit ten  
upon ta b le t s  o f  c lay . When t r a n s la te d  one in sc r ip t io n  read ,  
'A re c e ip t  fo r  20 donkey loads o f  h a y . ' Another t r a n s la t io n  
was e n t i t l e d ,  'A promissory note to  repay a loan fo r  so many 
donkey loads o f  hay . '

The promissory notes and re c e ip ts  were w rit ten  from 1,000 to  
1,500 years  before the b i r th  o f  C hris t .  Even then, human 
beings required permanent records to  compel compliance with 
agreements or co n tra c ts .  They are s t i l l  needed in  1950. . . 
Therefore , I would, a t  my second 21, r e ly  again fo r  success 
upon the  old and te s te d  values o f  being honest, r e l i a b l e ,  
f r ie n d ly ,  and t ru e :

Truth never d ie s ,  the ages come and go.
The mountains wear away, 

the s t a r s  r e t i r e .
Destruction lays  e a r t h 's  might c i t i e s  low;

And em pires, s t a t e s  and dynasties exp ire ;
But caught and handed onward by the wise.

Truth never d ie s .54

Oklahoma City Times, 10 October 1960.



CONCLUSION

Two important f a c to rs  have g rea t ly  a f fec ted  the completion o f  

t h i s  d i s s e r ta t io n .  F i r s t ,  i t  i s  Impossible t o  capture w ithin one 

volume the  l i f e  o f  an individual — e sp e c ia l ly  an indiv idual as in 

volved in the education of Oklahoma children and ad u l ts  as F. D. 

Moon was. Second, most o f  the data is  previously  unknown to  the  

public . Three considerable va r iab les  assoc ia ted  with the  an a ly s is  

involve: (1) Oklahoma's school laws as they a ffec ted  black educa

t io n  within th e  period  o f  the  an a ly s is ,  (2) th e  soc ia l  m ilieu o f  

the  time and i t s  a f f e c t  on the making and implementation of the 

laws, and (3) Oklahoma's black educators and o th e r  c i t i z e n 's  e f 

f o r t s  to  maximize the  educational op p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  b lacks. Thus 

these  several complex variab les  make d i f f i c u l t  the  development o f  

a c le a r  ana lysis  o f  th e  educational philosophy o f  F. D. Moon, and 

more p re c ise ly ,  h is  accomplishments in th e  th ree  schools where he 

served as p r in c ip a l .  Yet, i t  i s  only r e a l i s t i c  th a t  n e i th e r  h is  

philosophy nor accomplishments as  p rin c ip a l  in  the  S ta te  of Okla

homa between 1921 and 1951 would have r e le v a n t  meaning without an 

analysis  o f  these  v a r ia b le s .  Also, the w r i te r  i s  cognizant t h a t  

among the underlying ob jec tives  of any research  i s  to  formulate 

gen era liza t io n s  and conclusions.

Hence, two major re la te d  questions were, how did  F. D. Moon

401
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overcome the  legal l im i ta t io n s  imposed on black pub lic  schools as 

he sought to  improve the educational f a c i l i t i e s  and curriculum 

op p o r tu n i t ie s  fo r  black s tuden ts  in schools where he worked? What 

philosophy o r  philosophies undergird h is  e f fo r t s ?  These questions 

take or. added meaning when put w ithin the  context of the  1954 

Brown dec is ion . A study o f  Moon's l i f e  does much to  reveal the  

q u a l i ty  o f  education provided blacks in Oklahoma — legal sanction 

o f  separa te  school codes, accepted philosophical views with regard 

to  black education and m ili tancy  of b lack  educational leaders .  His 

philosophy provided a focus on the  black education during the period 

in  question .

. Various h is to r ia n s  inc lud ing  Toison, Strong, A ldrich , Hatcher, 

and Teal 1, p ro jec ted  the  u n re s t  among blacks during and, in some 

in s ta n c e s ,  a f t e r  the  period o f  separa te  schools in  Oklahoma. But 

th e  question encountered by the  w r i te r  as  a r e s u l t  o f  analyzing 

th e  data  i s :  Why do Oklahoman h is to ry  t e x t s  provide l i t t l e  o r  no 

d iscuss ion  o f  educational cond itions  from the perspec tive  o f  

b lacks? More im portan tly , why have b lacks l ik e  F. D. Moon been 

re le g a ted  to  a few footnotes?

The challenges encountered by F. D. as p r in c ip a l  have im pli

ca t io n s  fo r  two d i s t i n c t  e ra s  in  the h i s to ry  o f  education fo r  

b lacks in  Oklahoma. The f i r s t  e ra  c o n s is t s  of th e  Slaughter House 

dec is ion  (1893) and the P lessy  decision  (1896). During th i s  pe r iod ,  

"separa te  but equal" educational systems were sanctioned in the



403

S ta te  C ons titu tion  of Oklahoma. The second era  began with the  

Brown dec ision  o f  1954. In view o f the analysis  then ,  the  f i r s t  

in fe rred  e ra  of F. D . 's  c a re e r  as principal can be designated as 

between 1921-1954, and the  second era  designated between 1954-1961. 

Thus e f f o r t s ,  to  improve school f a c i l i t i e s  or curriculum during 

the  f i r s t  e ra  o f  P. D. Moon's ca re e r  as p rincipal r e s te d  

with legal contro l o f  sp ea ra te  schools and a so c ia l  m ilieu  of 

separatism . H is to r ic a l ly ,  lynching of b la ck s ,  separa te  churches, 

separate  pub lic  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and in f e r io r  schools rendered blacks 

r e l a t iv e ly  powerless.

The a n a ly s is  o f  the  Moon family and ea r ly  childhood education 

o f  F. D. captured the  sep a ra te  educational and so c ia l  systems o f  the  

time. But more p o in ted ly ,  i t  provided evidence t h a t  "the clue to  

man's t ru e  na tu re  i s  to  be found in man's h ighest c u l tu ra l  a t t a i n 

ment." I t  s tands to  reason th a t  in order t o  understand the h ighes t 

attainm ent o f  an ind iv idual o r  group i t  is  advantageous to  k n o w  from 

whence he o r  they have come. I r re g a rd le ss ,  the  an a ly s is  of circum

stances surrounding F. D . 's  childhood and ea r ly  education revea ls  

in f lu e n t i a l  pa ren ta l moral a t t i t u d e s  and id e a ls .  These a t t i t u d e s  

and id ea ls  were h ighly  r e l ig io u s  and they incorporated the b e l i e f  

in  hard work fo r  s u rv iv a l .  At Langston, F. D. perceived work as 

a necessary ev i l  in  o rder  to  a t t a in  an education . C learly  h is  

ea r ly  paren ta l r e l ig io u s  in f luences  were re in fo rced .  But perhaps 

one of the  most in t e r e s t in g  reve la tions  was the  l a s t in g  in fluence
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o f  Inman Page on F. D. The words and deeds of P residen t Page 

seemed to  in s p i re  F. D .'s  ca reer  as p r in c ip a l .  Admittedly, the 

philosophical black educa to r 's  views o f  the  time were c o n f l ic t in g ,  

e sp e c ia l ly  those o f  DuBois and Washington. The e x te n t  of the  

r i g i d i t y  o f  pos it io n s  are seen when Page was ousted from h is  po

s i t i o n  as p res id en t  o f  Langston U niversity  because of h is  e f f o r t s  

to  lean toward DuBois' l ib e r a l  education philosophy. I t  i s  i n 

t e re s t in g  to  note th a t  i t  was a t  th i s  time F. D . 's  e a r ly  appraisa l 

o f  education fo r  blacks s h i f te d  to  the  DuBois philosophy. Even 

more in t e r s t i n g  is  the  f a c t  t h a t  as p r in c ip a l  F. D. t r i e d  to  main

ta in  a balance between the two philsophies f o r  black Education. He 

did t h i s  in  o rder to  b e t te r  meet the unique needs o f  h is  s tu d en ts .

For him, both perspectives  — vocational and l ib e r a l  education — 

were important fo r  a well developed curriculum.

More d i r e c t l y ,  the question  o f  F. D . 's  philosophy o f  educa

t io n  i s  both important and complex. As p r in c i p a l ;  he responded 

to  s t a t e  and national trends  o f  thought t h a t  education i s  the  

t r a in in g  o f  youth in  good c i t iz e n sh ip  and an apprec ia tion  o f  the 

democratic way of l i f e .  His a c t i v i t i e s  w ith in  the  schools pointed 

in  t h i s  d i r e c t io n .  Added to  th e  complexity was h is  own ph iloso 

phical views o f  what he determined black s tuden ts  and teachers  should 

be about doing — th a t  i s ,  do r i g h t  as you see the  r i g h t ,  be j u s t  

and f a i r  to  everybody whether they  be of high e s t a t e  o r  low, whether 

they be black o r  w hite , and work hard. A p e r s i s t a n t  educational
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theme showed up in  h is  speeches and w r it in g s  — hard work, s ta b le  

fam ily  l i f e  and adherence to  bas ic  r e l ig io u s  te n e t s .

Ore in te re s t in g  finding in t h i s  an a ly s is  i s  th a t  Oklahoma did 

no t v o lu n ta r i ly  inc rease  mill le v ie s  fo r  f in a n c ia l  support o f  black 

sch o o ls ,  nor did the  s t a t e  v o lu n ta r i ly  make prov is ions  fo r  black 

graduate s tu d en ts .  As executive s e c re ta ry  o f  the  OANT, and p r e s i 

dent of the Langston Alumni A ssocia tion , F. D. spearheaded the  

e f f o r t s  to  increase  the  millage to  fou r  in  o rder  to  support black 

schools and o u t - o f - s ta t e  tu i t io n  fo r  black graduate s tu d en ts .  This 

no t only helped to  re l iev e  the problems encountered in  h is  schools 

bu t  a lso  re lieved  the  needs of o th e r  sep a ra te  schools w ithin the  

s t a t e .

Further th e re  i s  evidence w ith in  the  da ta  which su b s ta n t ia te s  

th e  idea  t h a t  d i s p i t e  the separa te  school code, F. D. as p r inc ipa l 

through his i n i t i a t i v e ,  p e rs is te n c e ,  p a t ie n c e ,  and communication 

s k i l l s ,  did much to  improve the  c u r r ic u la  and c o -cu rr icu la  a c t i v i 

t i e s  f o r  black ch ild ren  and t h e i r  p a ren ts .

In conclusion, th i s  study has attempted to  place F. D.

Moon's achievements w ithin an educational philosophy. Such an 

endeavor does not adequately honor one who believed " th a t  in o rder 

f o r  Negro youth to  have a b e t te r  app rec ia tion  o f  t h e i r  race ,  i t  i s  

necessary t h a t  they be informed concerning outstanding c u l tu ra l  

achievement o f  the  race ."
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APPENDIX A

F. D. Moon and the  Girl Scout Organization 
in  Oklahoma C ity , 1942.-1955

In 1941 F. D. i n i t i a t e d  the  Girl Scouts fo r  separate  schools 

in  Oklahoma C ity , a t  which time he was e lec te d  as a member of the  

s te e r in g  committee. At a f a l l  session  in 1942, a le a d e r 's  organi

za tion  was formed. O ff ice rs  included: Miss Pearl Jones, p re s i 

dent; Mrs. D. H. Johnson, v ic e -p re s id e n t ;  Miss Emma Lee Stewart, 

s ec re ta ry ;  Mr. F. D. Moon, t r e a s u r e r ;  and Mrs. Malinda Pyles, 

repo r te r .^

Troop o rgan izers  in  1942 were: Father C. A. Roach, Mrs. 

N ila r  J .  B u tle r ,  Mrs. Malinda Py les ,  Mrs. Elizabeth White, Mrs. 

Saddie Boyd, Mr. A. M. Tompkins, Mr. F. D. Moon, Mrs. D. H. John

son, Mrs. A. P. Morgan, Mrs. Edna Hobbs, Miss Lola Greer, Miss

Emma Lee S tew art,  Miss Pearl Jones and Miss Arreatha Sharp Smith.

2
These organ izers  organized troops in t h e i r  designated a reas .

Girl Scout troops  formed by troop organizers  were: one 

each a t  Blessed M artin , Douglass, Page and Carver; two each a t  

Dunjee, Dunbar and Edwards, making a to t a l  o f  ten  troops contain

ing one hundred and s ix te en  g i r l s .  L a ter  Douglass High School

^Black D ispatch , 13 January 1945.

%Ibid.
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formed two troops: the  Senior High School Girl Scouts under the 

auspices of Mrs. Augusta Morgan, and the  Junior High School troop 

under the supervision o f  Mrs. Leeoshia Moon. Edwards Elementary 

school a lso  organized two tro o p s ,  fou r each were organized a t  Dun

bar and Page, one each a t  Avery Chapel Church and New Hope Church 

making a to t a l  o f  s ix te en  re g is te re d  troops by 1945. These troops 

had an enrollment o f  two hundred and seven ty -th ree  g i r l s ,  34 

leaders  and a s s i s t a n t s .  There were approximately 20 troops a t  

one time in  Oklahoma C ity .  All elementary schools had troops .

Camping a t  Lake Murray was an annual a f f a i r .  Day camping was held

4
often  in Oklahoma City a t  Edward's and Toi an Parks.

During the  government ra t io n in g  period the Girl Scouts of 

the  separate  schools ac ted  as ushers fo r  persons coming in to  the 

schools to  r e g i s t e r  f o r  r a t i o n s .  Other a c t i v i t i e s  were combined

e f f o r t s  o f  a l l  the sep a ra te  schools in o rder to r a i s e  fees f o r  s t a t e

I 5
troops r e g is t r a t io n .  According to  Leeoshia Moon:

One problem we had with our Girl Scout troops was meeting 
deadlines fo r  paying r e g i s t r a t io n  fe e s .  The fee s  were fo r  
promoting camping. There were troops from o th e r  places in 
the s t a t e  who would r e g i s t e r  fo r  camping a t  Lake Murray, 
a t  Ardmore, Oklahoma, in  June eachyear .  We had to  r a i s e  
funds t o  pay r e g i s t r a t i o n  fees on time in o rder  to  have a 
s i t e  f o r  camping. All o f  the separa te  schools came

'’ Ib id .

^Mrs. Leeoshia Moon in terv iew , held 1314 N. E. 8 th ,  Okla
homa C ity , Oklahoma, 2 May 1977.

^Black D ispatch, 22 A pril 1944.
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to g e th e r  a t  various times o f  the y ea r  fo r  a c t i v i t i e s  to  ra ise  
these  f e e s .°

At Douglass School, the  sen io r  G irl Scouts sponsored a Girl 

Scout Circus held each year  in the  gymnasium in o rder to  help defray 

expenses fo r  the camping a t  Lake Murray. In 1944, they contributed  

to  Douglass 's  p ro jec t  f o r  b e a u t i f ic a t io n  o f  the school p la n t .

Their con tr ibu tion  was two evergreen t r e e s  which were plan ted  on 

the  north  s ide  o f  Douglass High School. This organized e f f o r t  of 

providing Girl Scouts among the sep a ra te  schools o f  Oklahoma City 

received the  e n t i r e  support of th e  Oklahoma City cen tra l  o f f ic e ;

Mrs. A. P. Murrah, wife o f  the  federa l judge; Miss Ruth F redricks ,  

Girl Scout executive and many o th e r  white c i t i z e n s .^

I t  was not genera lly  known th a t  the  s te e r in g  committee 

aided by white rep resen ta t ive s  o f  the  cen tra l  o f f ic e  helped to  

secure th e  use o f  the Hassman Park used only by whites f o r  blacks 

in  Oklahoma City. I t  was through th i s  organized e f f o r t  t h a t  the 

c i t y  council o f  Oklahoma City gave o f f i c i a l  permission fo r  black
Q

Girl Scouts to  use Hassman Park during the  summer o f  1943.

F. D . 's  w ife ,  Mrs. Leeoshia Moon, was professional f i e l d  d i

r e c to r  f o r  Girl Scouts in  Oklahoma City fo r  several years .  In 

1954, $he received a ten  year se rv ice  badge. In 1955, F. D . 's

^LeeoshiaMoon in terv iew , 2 May 1977. 

^Black Dispatch, 22 April 1944» 

* Ib id .
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daughter, Freddye Lee, received the  ten  y ea r  se rv ice  pin from the 

Girl Scouts, having been a continuous member throughout elemen-
g

ta ry  and high school.

F. D. served over 12 years  promoting Girl Scouting in  the

community. He remained on the S teering  Committee, r e t i r i n g  as

the committee's chairman in 1955. A t r i b u t e  was accorded F. D.

during a local council o f  Girl Scouts 20th anniversary  dinner

meeting a t  the  S t .  Lukes Methodist Church, February 10, 1955. He

received one of th e  r a re  "Thanks Badges" presented by Mrs. Freda

Ameringer, member o f  th e  board o f  Girl Scout Council. In an

analysis  of the  honor she s ta te d :

Girl Scout "Thanks Badges" are given not alone f o r  se rv ice  
in  our own ranks but a lso  fo r  devotion to  our community as 
a whole. In every c i ty  th e re  are  men and women who w rite  
th e  hear t  and conscience record of t h e i r  community, which 
has to  do w ith good government, good schools , l i b r a r i e s ,  
a r t  c e n te r s ,  symphonies and w elfare groups which provide 
help and guidance where needed. . .TO

In reference  to  the  reason fo r  th e  honor f o r  F. D., Mrs.

Ameringer continued:

He has given long and ab le  se rv ice  to  the  cause o f  education 
and good government. I have heard him speak in meetings 
dealing with the  problems o f  government when fee l in g s  ran 
high and rash  statements were made. But always h is  were the 
g u ie t ,  well considered words which commanded a t te n t io n  from 
a l l  w ithin hearing . He has served long and well in the 
ranks o f  the  Boy Scouts, th e  YMCA and the Urban League. In

^Black Dispatch, 19 February 1955. 

I^lbid.
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hearings o f  the United Fund Budget Committee, no one spoke 
more e f f e c t iv e ly ,  He knew well the problems and needs o f  
each agency, and had a ready answer f o r  g u e s t i o n s J l

T̂ Ibid.



APPENDIX B

A ssociation  f o r  the Study o f  Negro 
L ife  and H istory , 1942-1955

In January 1942, F. D. Moon was appoin ted  by Dr. Carter G. 

Woodson, d i r e c to r  o f  the  Association fo r  th e  Study o f  Negro Life 

and H istory , as s t a t e  d i r e c to r  o f  the  annual d r iv e  fo r  funds fo r  

the a sso c ia t io n .  The a c t i v i t i e s  fo r  the  a s s o c ia t io n  were cen

te red  around "Negro H istory  Week" which inc luded a fund ra is in g  

campaign to  promote th e  s tudy o f  black h i s to r y .  The appointment 

was made upon the  req u es t  o f  Editor Roscoe Dunjee, member o f  the 

Executive Council o f  the  a s so c ia t io n ,  who had served as s t a t e  d i 

r e c to r  o f  the Oklahoma campaign funds fo r  th e  so c ie ty  f o r  f ive  

years  p r io r  to  F. D . 's  appointment.^

In a published s tatem ent F. D. Moon acknowledged:

In accepting the  chairmanship of the  Oklahoma s t a t e  com
m ittee  o f  th e  A ssociation fo r  the  Study o f  Negro Life and 
H is tory , I r e a l i z e  t h a t  I am assuming a g re a t  re s p o n s ib i l i ty .  
Although n\y d u t ie s  a re  already q u i te  heavy, I fee l  th a t  an 
increased study  and understanding o f  Negro l i f e  should be 
o f  extreme importance to  every member o f  the  race .

Even though t h i s  i s  t r u e ,  I would have declined  accepting 
t h i s  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  had i t  not been f o r  the  confidence I 
have in  my a s s o c ia te s  in the educational f i e l d  and in  many 
o th e r  Negro leaders  and layman in  our s t a t e .

We need vo lun teers  in  every sec t io n  o f  the  S ta te  who w ill

1Black D isp a tch , 6 June 1942.
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assume the  le ad e rsh ip  in t h i s  re sp ec t  . . . T herefore , I am 
using th i s  column o f  the Black Dispatch to in v i te  volunteers 
who will serve as chairman in  t h e i r  respective communities. 
This i s  of importance; where the  o f f e r  of your se rv ice  w ill  
not be considered egotism but ra th e r  a w ill ingness to  serve 
where such s e rv ic e  i s  needed.^

F. D .'s  appointment as s t a t e  d i r e c to r  fo r  the  A ssociation 

came during World War I I .  The d i s t r a c t io n  and confusion o f  war 

was not to  be taken by him, however, as a reason to  cease the  pro

motion o f  black h i s to ry .  To him, th e  organization  through i t s  

continuous pub lica tion  o f  year  books s ince  early  1900 's ,  contained 

a storehouse o f  inform ation concerning blacks which, otherwise would 

have died in  o b scu r i ty .  He surmised th a t  there  were s t i l l  many 

areas o f  black l i f e  with valuable con tribu tions  s t i l l  untouched. 

This he f e l t ,  was due to  th e  lack o f  f inances  necessary to  bring
3

them to  l i g h t .  To r a i s e  f inances was one o f  the primary purposes 

o f  th e  Negro H istory  Week. The funds ra ised  were to be used to  

s t im u la te  and encourage research  in  the  study o f  black l i f e  and 

h is to ry .  In r e la t in g  to  th e  communities throughout th e  s t a t e  the  

need f o r  support and th e  a l lo c a t in g  o f  finances r a i s e d ,  F. 0. 

urged:

I t  i s  very necessary  th a t  each community send a g r a te r  con
t r ib u t io n  fo r  Negro H istory . . . The increased cos t o f  
l iv in g ,  the  need f o r  au th en tic  information to  coun terac t 
post war reac tio n s  and to  en large  our programs o f  a c t i v i t i e s

^Black D ispatch , 10 January 1942.

^ Ib id .,  29 January 1944.
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embraced by the A ssociation f o r  the Study o f  Negro Life and 
H is to ry ,  j u s t i f y  the urgent suggestion . . . Except fo r  
necessary  c le r ic a l  expenses, s ta t io n a ry ,  p r in t in g  and stamps, 
a l l  money co l lec ted  in the  S ta te  of Oklahoma goes to  the 
Association . . . t h i s  means, except fo r  the  in troduction  of 
th e  pro r a ta  share of money coming from each u n it  to  cover 
expenses mentioned, fo r  each th ree  d o lla rs  one may rece ive 
a su b sc r i tp io n  to  the  Journal of Negro History fo r  one y e a r ,  
and fo r  each one d o l la r  members may receive the Negro History 
B u l l e t i n .4

F. D. ou tlined  suggested procedures fo r  organizing communi

t i e s  throughout the s t a t e .  He suggested: (1) Organize your com

munity through committees. (2) Appeal to  your Board of Education 

f o r  the  adoption o f  t e s t  books on black h is to ry  and l i t e r a t u r e .  (3) 

I n te r e s t  your l i b r a r i e s  and schools in securing a s h e lf  on sc ie n 

t i f i c  works on blacks. (4) Set as ide  one day o f  the week as a book 

and p ic tu re  fun day . . .  . "There w ill  be a day when a l l  w ill  be 

ca l le d  upon to  a s s i s t  in  r a is in g  funds to  buy the books and p ic tu re s
5

o f  blacks fo r  your school.

In th e  beginning o f  h is  appointment as s t a t e  chairman of 

th e  H is to ry  Week funds, F. D. co llabora ted  with Roscoe Dunjee o f  

th e  Black Dispatch and in s t ig a te d  a statewide essay con tes t  in 

o rder  to  s tim ula te  the e f f o r t .  The con tes t  o ffered  two p r ize s :  

a $10 p r iz e  to  the s tuden t producing the  best paper dealing with 

anc ien t h is to ry  of black people and a f iv e  d o l la r  p r ize  fo r  the 

s tuden t producing the b e s t  manuscript dealing with medieval and

^Black D ispatch, 29 January 1944.

^F. D. Moon, personal papers, 1944.
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modern h is to ry  o f  blacks.®

The ru le s  o f  the co n tes t  as prepared by F. D. were: (1)

The essay  must be o r ig ina l  and must be the work of the  s tu d en t 

subm itting the  essêy. ; (2) All source o f  m a te r ia l  must be properly 

documented. (3) There must be evidence th a t  the  w r i te r  i s  th o r 

oughly f a m i l ia r  with h is  su b je c t .  (4) The essay must no t be le s s  

than 1,000 words o r  more than 1,500 words. (5) The essay • must be 

presented in good form using acceptable English and c o r re c t  sp e l l in g .  

(6) The judging o f  the con tes t  was to  be based on s t r a i g h t  th in k in g ,  

log ica l  s t r u c tu r e ,  a good expression , a good form, o r ig in a l  s ty le  

and d ic t io n .  Grammatical correc tion  i s  a n ec e ss i ty .  (7) The de

c is io n  o f  the  judges w ill  be f i n a l .  (8) Nail essay to  F. D. Moon, 

600 North High, Oklahoma C ity , Oklahoma. F u r th e r ,  he recommended 

th a t  those  who entered the  con tes t  make a thorough study o f  the  

formal and informal essay process giving spec ia l  a t te n t io n  to  the  

s t ru c tu re  and s ty le  of the  type-of essay used. F. D. provided 

th ree  judges fo r  the  essay co n tes t .  The Judges were: Dr. G. Lamar 

H arrison, Langston U niversity ; J .  W. Sanford, p res iden t  o f  the 

Oklahoma City Negro Chamber o f  Commerce; and P rofessor W. G. Sneed, 

p r in c ip a l  of Page School of Oklahoma C ity . ■ Each judge was to  make
7

ind iv idual dec is ions .

®Black D ispatch, 17 January 1942.

^Black D ispatch, 7 February 1942; 21 March 1942.
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F. D. remained with the A ssociation and became i t s  second 

v ic e -p re s id en t ,  member o f  the Executive Committee, and f i r s t  v ice-  

p res id en t  o f  the A ssoc ia tion 's  p ub lishe rs .  By 1952, as a r e s u l t  

o f  yea r ly  memberships and co n tr ib u tio n s  more researchers  were able 

to  delve in to  th e  neglected phases of black h is to ry .  In a d d it io n ,  

i t  became possib le  through F. D . 's  e f f o r t s -  to  place in the  schools 

and churches of Oklahoma 258 monthly ed id tio n  o f  the Negro History 

B u lle t in  and 24 q u a r te r ly  add itions  o f  The Journal of Negro H is to ry .
O

Both magazines contained h is to r ic a l  inform ation concerning 'blacks.

In October 1955, F. D. resigned a l l  p o s i t io n s  with the Asso

c ia t io n  in  a l e t t e r  to  Charles Wesley in  which he s ta ted :

I t  is  with much reg re t  th a t  I f in d  i t  necessary to  resign  as 
second v ice -p res iden t of the A ssociation fo r  the Study of 
Negro Life and History,and from the membership on the Execu
t iv e  Council o f  the A ssociation . May t h i s  carry with i t  also 
my res igna tion  as f i r s t  v ic e -p re s id en t  o f  the A ssocia tion 's  
p u b lish e rs .

For some time I f e l t  the need f o r  reducing the  r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s  
I c a rry  as the r e s u l t  o f  spreading myself too t h i n l y  by pa r
t i c ip a t in g  in too many d i f f e r e n t  a c t i v i t i e s .  I sh a l l  long 
t re a su re  the  many p leasan t memories and assoc ia tions  developed 
through my contacts in th e  Association o f  Negro Life and 
History . Of course ,  you have my bes t wishes for continued 
success in carrying out the  high purposes o f  our founder, the  
l a t e  Dr. C a r te r  G. Woodson.

I had intended to  a ttend  the annual meeting where I could make 
a verbal r e s ig n a t io n .  I shall be denied t h i s  p r iv i le g e ,  however, 
because the  annual meeting has been placed in a d i f f e r e n t  week 
th i s  y e a r ,  thereby c o n f l ic t in g  with th e  annual meeting o f  the  
Oklahoma Association of Negro Teachers o f  which I am the

^ I b id . , 8 November 1952.
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g
Executive Secretary  and hos t p r in c ip a l .

Dr. Wesley, p res iden t  o f  the  Association and Council, and 

Tren Holmes, v ic e -p re s id e n t ,  both expressed r e g re t  and requested th a t  

F. 0. recons ide r  the  re s ig n a t io n .  Both men paid high t r i b u t e  to  the  

s e rv ice  rendered the a sso c ia t io n  by P. D. during the twelve years in 

which he served the  a sso c ia t io n  fo r  th e  S ta te  o f  Oklahoma, during 

which time the  average con tr ibu tions  from Oklahoma increased  to  the 

po in t t h a t  Oklahoma ranked the  second in  the  nation  in  the  support 

o f  th e  National A ssociation.^^

F. D. s ta te d  to  the  people of th e  s t a t e :  "I wish to  thank 

th e  school people and e s p e c ia l ly  the e d i to r  o f  th e  Black Dispatch 

f o r  th e  loyal support given me during the  twelve years  t h a t  I 

served as the  d i r e c to r .  I req u es t  th a t  you give the  same loyal 

support to  my successor which you have given me."^^

9
Black D ispatch, 15 January 1955 

^ ° Ib id .

^hbid.


