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H is to ry  o f  Geology a t  the  25 th  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
G e o lo g ic a l  Congress

(Sydney, A u s t r a l i a )

In August 1976 the  g e o l o g i s t s  o f  A u s t r a l i a  had th e  p r i v i l e g e  
o f  welcoming d e l e g a t e s  to  th e  25 th  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  G e o lo g ic a l  
Congress f o r  s e s s i o n s  on th e  campus o f  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Sydney, A u s t r a l i a ' s  o l d e s t  u n i v e r s i t y  ( i n c o r p o r a t e d  1350).

Two b u s in e s s  m eet ings  o f  INHIGEO were h e ld  d u r in g  th e  congress  
and a r e c o rd  o f  d e c i s i o n s  and recommendations made by th e  
committee was conveyed to  th e  IUGS. D e t a i l s  co n ce rn in g  the  
INHIGEO pane l  and o t h e r  membership m a t t e r s ,  as  r a t i f i e d  by 
IUGS, a re  r e p o r t e d  e l sew h e re  i n  t h i s  N e w s l e t t e r .  O p p o r tu n i ty ,  
however, i s  t ak en  h e re  to  n o te  th e  warm t r i b u t e  p a id  to our 
r e t i r i n g  p r e s i d e n t .  P r o f .  Dr. V.V. Tikhomirov was p r e s e n t  i n  
p e rso n  to  h ea r  th e  r e c o r d  o f  h i s  o u t s t a n d in g  work f o r  INHIGEO 
p u b l i c l y  acknowledged.

Of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  f o r  h i s t o r i a n s  o f  geo logy  was a sympo
sium convened by th e  w r i t e r  under the  a u s p ic e s  o f  INHIGEO.
The t o p i c  chosen,  The Growth o f  G e o lo g ic a l  Knowledge i n  th e  
Age o f  G eograph ica l  E x p l o r a t i o n , r e f l e c t e d  the  l o c a t i o n  o f  
the  congress  i n  a c o u n t ry  p r a c t i c a l l y  unknown b e fo re  the  
13th c e n tu ry .  That the  theme c r e a t e d  i n t e r e s t  may be seen  
both i n  th e  range  o f  e x c e l l e n t  papers  from many c o u n t r i e s  
and the  l a r g e  au d ien ces  drawn over  th e  two days o f  th e  sym
posium; f o r  s e v e r a l  p ap e rs  t h e r e  was s ta n d in g - ro o m  on ly  i n  
the  l e c t u r e  room.

Papers  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  our symposium were as fo l lo w s  ( r e f e r e n 
ces c i t e d  a re  to  the  volumes o f  A b s t r a c t s  p r i n t e d  f o r  d e l e 
g a t e s ) :  D.W.F. CORBETT ( A u s t r a l i a )  South  A u s t r a l i a ' s  c o n t r i 
b u t io n  to  th e  development o f  A u s t r a l i a n  geology  i n  th e  19 th



c e n tu ry  (3 ,  p* 921) ;  T . A. DARRAGH ( A u s t r a l i a )  The f i r s t  
g e o l o g i c a l  maps o f  th e  c o n t i n e n t  o f  A u s t r a l i a  (3 ,  p .  922) :  
T.D. FORD (U n i ted  Kingdom) D erbysh i re  and th e  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  
o f  geo logy  i n  England (3 ,  p.  923) ;  E.B. JOYCE ( A u s t r a l i a )
The Q u a te rn a ry  v o l c a n i c  a r e a s  o f  s o u t h e a s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a  
and th e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  19th  c e n tu ry  e x p l o r e r s ,  s e t t l e r s  
and g e o l o g i s t s  (3 ,  p .  924);  J .M. LOPEZ de AZCONA (S p a in )  The 
i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  th e  t e a c h in g  o f  geology i n t o  th e  S p a n i sh 
sp e a k in g  c o u n t r i e s  1748 -  1898 (2 ,  pp .  644- 6 4 6 ); U.B. MARVIN 
(U .S .A . )  The impact o f  Wabar (3 ,  p.  925) ;  R.A. PETTITT 
(U .S .A .)  Geologic  o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  th e  e a r l y  S p a n ish  e x p l o r e r s  
i n  th e  American sou thw es t  (3 ,  p.  926);  G. REGNELL (Sweden) 
C o n t r i b u t i o n s  to  th e  knowledge of A r c t i c  geo logy  by Swedish 
19 th  c e n tu ry  e x p l o r e r s  (3 ,  pp .  926 -  927);  Ć . J .  SCHNEER 
(U .S .A . )  Geology and the  s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e d i t i o n s  o f  the  
18 th  c e n tu ry  (3 ,  p.  928) ;  V.V. TIKHOMIROV ( U .S .S .R . )  The 
im por tance  o f  R u ss ian  e x p e d i t i o n s  o f  th e  X V III th  c e n tu ry  
f o r  g e o l o g i c a l  s c i e n c e  (3 ,  pp. 929 -  930) ;  G.W. WHITE 
(U .S .A . )  The g e o l o g i c a l  work o f  th e  e x p lo r e r  John C har le s  
Frémont 1813 -  1890 (3 ,  pp. 930 -  931) .  S e v e r a l  a u th o r s  
have a l r e a d y  t a k e n  s t e p s  to  p u b l i s h  t h e i r  works i n  f u l l  
i n  n a t i o n a l  j o u r n a l s ;  i t  i s  hoped the  o t h e r s  w i l l  do 
l i k e w i s e .

In  a d d i t i o n ,  G.Y. GRAIG (U n i ted  Kingdom) c o n t r i b u t e d  to  
our symposium a s h o r t  n o te  on th e  d i s c o v e ry  o f  the  ’ l o s t '  
d rawings  f o r  H u t t o n ’s Theory o f  the  E a r t h ; t h i s  im p o r ta n t  
m a t e r i a l  i s  to  be p u b l i s h e d  i n  1977. A paper  by D.F. BRANAGAN 
( A u s t r a l i a )  G e o lo g ic a l  e d u c a t i o n s -  an h i s t o r i c a l  r ev iew  
(2 ,  p .  64З -  644) r e a d  to  th e  s e c t i o n  on G e o lo g ic a l  E d u ca t io n  
was a l s o  o f  i n t e r e s t  to  h i s t o r i a n s  o f  geo logy .



A popu lar  f e a t u r e  a t  t h i s  c o n g re ss  was a two-day e x c u r s io n ,  
Aspects  o f  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  Geology i n  E a s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a , 
o rg an ized  and le d  by D.F. Branagan and the  w r i t e r .  D e leg a te s  
from A u s t r a l i a ,  Canada, F ran ce ,  F .R .G . ,  U.S.A. and U .S .S .R .  
t r a c e d  th e  r o u t e s  o f  our  e x p l o r e r s  and p io n e e r  g e o l o g i s t s ,  
men from many l a n d s ,  a c r o s s  th e  Blue Mountains westward from 
Sydney to  Orange and v i s i t e d  th e  s i t e  o f  A u t r a l i a ' s  f i r s t  
g o l d f i e l d s  (O p h i r ,  1851)*

P a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  was g iv e n  to  th e  d i f f e r i n g  i n t e r p r e 
t a t i o n s  o f f e r e d  by t h e s e  e a r l y  g e o l o g i s t s  to  problems o f  
P a la e o z o ic  and Mesozoic s t r a t i g r a p h y  and th e  o r i g i n  o f  the  
s p e c t a c u l a r  v a l l i e s  ca rved  i n  th e  T r i a s s i c  ro c k s  o f  the  
m oun ta ins .  The e x c u r s io n  seemed to  be g e n e r a l l y  en joyed  
and s e v e r a l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  e x p re s s e d  th e  e a r n e s t  hope t h a t  
f u t u r e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  g e o l o g i c a l  c o n g re s se s  w i l l  a l s o  i n c lu d e  
an e x c u r s io n  devo ted  to  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  g eo logy .

The 25 th  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  G e o lo g ic a l  Congress has  g iv e n  impor
t a n t  encouragement to  h i s t o r i a n s  o f  geology  i n  A u s t r a l i a  
who found i n  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i th  c o l l e a g u e s  from many c o u n t r i e s  
how w ide ly  t h e i r  problems and i n t e r e s t s  a r e  s h a r e d .

T.G. V a l lan ce  ( U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Sydney) 
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  IKHIGEO



'V.

THE PANEL OP '
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE ON THE HISTORY OP 
GEOLOGICAL SCIENCES (INHIGEO)

TERM 1976 -  1980 
(approved  by IUGS C o u n c i l ,  August 1976)

Bureau
1. P r e s i d e n t  P r o f .  R. Hooykaas

3 9 0 *  ^ ' ^ K r u l l e l a a n  35
4>Z eis t ,  The N e th e r la n d s

2. V i c e p r e s id e n t  P r o f .  C . J .  Schneer
Department o f  E a r th  S c ie n c e s  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  New Hampshire
Durham, New Hampshire 03824 USA

3. V ic e p r e s i d e n t  P r o f .  T.G. V a l lan ce
Department of  Geology and Geophysics 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Sydney
Sydney, N.S.W. 2006 / A u s t r a l i a

4 .  V i c e p r e s i d e n t  P r o f .  T. Watanabe
A k i ta  U n i v e r s i t y  1-1 
T ega ta  Gakuencho
A k i ta  C i ty  / J a p a n

5. G enera l  S e c r e t a r y  Dr. M. Guntau
W i lh e lm - P ie c k - U n iv e r s i t ä t  
S e k t i o n  G esch ich te
DDR -  25 Rostock
R osa-Luxem burg-S tr . 29

6.  P a s t  P r e s i d e n t  P r o f .  V.V. Tikhomirov
G e o lo g ic a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  the  USSR 
Academy o f  S c ien ces
Pyzhevsky 7, Moscow 109 017
U .S .S .R .



Members

7. P ro f .  Lopez de Az co na

-^8. Dr. D.A. B a s s e t t

9.  P r o f .  A. de C a i l l e u x  

-10.  P r o f .A .B arro s  de C arva lhosa

11. P r o f .  T . G. C a s t e l l a n o s

12. P r o f .  G.L. Davies

13. Dr. E. Dudich

14. P r o f .  G.K. Georgiev

15. P r o f .  H. Holder

Academia de Doctores  de 
Madrid
San Bernardo ,  49 
Madrid -  8 /S p a in

n a t i o n a l  Museum o f  Wales 
Cathays Park 
C a r d i f f ,  CP 1 3 HP
Great  B r i t a i n

9 Avenue de l a  T rem o u i l le  
94100 -  S a i n t  -  Maur 
Val -  de -  Marne /P ra n c e

S e r v i c i o s  Geologicos  de 
P o r tu g a l
R.Academia das C ie n c ia s  19-2 
L isboa  / P o r t u g a l

Academia N ac iona l  de C ien
c i a s  de Cordoba
C a s i l l a  de Correo No. 36
Cordoba /A r g e n t in a

U n i v e r s i t y  of  Dublin
T r i n i t y  C o l leg e ,  Department 
o f  Geology
D ublin  -  2 / I r e l a n d

H -  1112 Budapest  /Hungary
B udaö rs i  u t . 45
MTA Geokêmiai K uta to  Labora
to r iu m

Bul.  C h r . S m irnensk i ,  16 
S o f i a  / B u l g a r i a

D -  44 Münster (W e s t f . )
Gievenbecker Weg 61
Ge o l o g i s c h - P a l ä o n to l o g i s c h e s  
I n s t i t u t  d .  U n i v e r s i t ä t  /PRG



1 6 .  P r o f  о W.O. KupsGh

f

•'''17«. P r o f .  K. M aêlankiewicz

1 8 .  Br .  J . P .  Portmann

1 9 . P r o f .  G. B e g n e l l

20 .  P r o f .  B .C . Boy

2 1 .  Dr. J .  Urban

I n s t i t u t e  f o r  N o r th e r n  S t u d i e s  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Saskatchewan 
S a sk a to o n ,  7 N 0W0 
Canada

U l .  C z y s ta  12 ,  m. 7
Krakow
Poland

U n i v e r s i t é  de N e u c h â te l  
S ém ina ire  de Géographie  
C oq-d ’ ln d e  10 
CH 2000 N e u c h â te l  
S w i t z e r l a n d

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Lund,
Bepartment  o f  Geology
S -  22362 Lund
Sweden

37/3 S ou th  End P a rk  
C a l c u t t a  -  29 
I n d i a

Geofond Kutna Hora 
Dacického n âm es t i  11 
Kutna Hora 
CSSB

C o rrespond ing  Members
( e l e c t e d  a t  t h e  INHIGEO m eeting  on 23 .  August 1976)

A u s t r a l i a
2 2 .  P r o f .  B .P .  Branagan

2 3 . P r o f .  J . B .  Waterhouse

Bepartment o f  Geology and 
Geophysics
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Sydney 
Sydney, NoS.W. 2006

The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Queensland
Department o f  Geology and 
M inera logy
S t .  L u c ia ,  B r isb an e  4067



A rg e n t in a
24 .  P r o f .  H.H. Camacho
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U n iv e r s id a d  da Buenos A i r e s
Departamento de C ie n c i a s  
G eo log icas
Cindad U n i v e r s i t a r i a  
P a b e l lo n  Ы 2-1 p i s o  
Nunez -  Buenos A i re s

25 .  P r o f .  J .  Turner  F a c u l t a d  de C i e n c i a s  E xac tes
y  N a t u r a l e s
P a b e l ló n  2 -  Cindad U n i v e r s i t a r i a  
1428 Buenos A i r e s

Canada
26.  D i r e k to r  Dr.  D»M. B a i rd

27 .  P ro fe  W.A.S. S a r j e a n t

C zecho s lqwaki  a 
28 .  Dr. L .  Ivan

Denmark
29 .  P r o f .  N. S p je ld n a e s

Franc e
3 0 . P r o f .  E. E l l e n b e r g e r

N a t i o n a l  Museum o f  S c ien ce  and 
Technology
1867 e t .  L a u re n t  Boulevard  
Ottawa KIА OM 8

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Saskatchewan 
G enera l  P u rp o se s  B u i ld in g  
Boom 1 0 8 .3  ( G e o lo g ic a l  S c ie n c e s )  
Saskatoon

Geofond
Trnavka,  Galvaniko  u l .
B r a t i s l a v a

Aarhus U n i v e r s i t e t ,  G eo log isk  
I n s t i t u t
DK -  8000 Aarhus

U n i v e r s i t é  P a r i s - S u d
L a b o r a t o i r e  de Géologie  S t r u c 
t u r a l e
B a t .  504
F -  91 405 -  Orsay
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31. P i o f .  W. von E nge lha rd t M in e r a lo g i s c h e s  I n s t i t u t  de r  
U n i v e r s i t ä t
D -  74 Tübingen
W i lh e lm s t r .  56

G D R

32 .  P r o f .  B. Daher H u m b o ld t -U n iv e r s i t ä t  
Hat urkundemuseum 
DDB “ 104 B e r l i n  
I n v a l i d e n s t r . 43

3 3 . Dr.  H. P r e s c h e ! S t a a t l i c h e s  Museum f ü r  
M in e ra lo g ie  und G eo log ie
DDB -  801 Dresden
A u g u s t u s s t r .  2

G rea t  B r i t a i n
34 .  Dr.  V.A. E y le s  f The Old C o t t a g e ,  G rea t  B i s s i n g t on 

Cheltenham

3 5 . Mrs. J .M. E y le s The Old C o t t a g e ,  Great  B i s s in g to n  
Cheltenham

36.  P r o f .  T. Ford Department o f  Geology, 
Bannet B ld .
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L e i c e s t e r  
U n i v e r s i t y  Boad 
L e i c e s t e r  LE 1 7 BH

37» P r o f  » M .J .S .  Budwick Centrum Algemene Forming 
V r i j e  U n i v e r s i t e i t  
De B o e le la a n  1081 
Amsterdam -  B u i t e n v a l d e r t

Hungary
38 .  Dr.  T. Póka H -  1112 Budapest 

B udaörs i  ut  4 5
MTA Geokémiai K uta to  Labora tor ium

39.  Dr. G. C s iky H -  IO55 Budapest 
Honved U. 40



Poland
40 .  P r o f .  J .  Babicz

4 1 .  Dr.  S . S .  C z a rn i e c k i

4 2 .  P r o f .  A. Gawel

4 3 .  P r o f .  A. Kleczkowski

4 4 .  P r o f .  A. L aazk iew icz

4 5 .  Dr.  Z. Wójcik

Spain
4 6 .  Dr.  A. d e l  V a l le  Menéndez

4 7 .  P r o f .  L . S . S a b a r i s

PAN, Zakład  H i s t o r i i  Nauki 
i  T ech n ik i
Nowy Świat  72 ,  po k .  19 
Warszawa

PAN, Pracownia  Geol .
U l .  Senacka 3 
Kraków

K a ted ra  M in e r a l o g i i  i  P e t r o 
g r a f i i
U n i v e r s y t e t u  J a g e l l o n s k i e g o
Oleandry  2
Kraków

Akademia Górniczo -  H u tn ic z a
I n s t i t u t  H ydrogeo log i i  
i  G e o lo g i i  I n ż y n i e r s k i y
A le ja  M ickiewicza  30
Kraków

Bachacka 2 -8  
Warszawa 87

Museum Ziemi PAN 
A l .  na S k a rp ie  20 /26  
Warszawa

Jo rg e  Ju a n ,  28, 2° dcha .  
Madrid -  1

U n iv e r s id a d  de B a rce lo n a
F a c u l t a d  de C ie n c i a s
Departamento de Geomorfologia  
y G e o te c to n ic a
B arce lo n a
Avda. Jo sé  Anton io ,  585 (7)



USA
-48. P r o f .  С .C. A l b r i t t o n

4 9 .  P r o f .  A.V. C arozz i

5 0 . P r o f .  J .Co Greene

.51® P r o f .  H.D. Hedberg

52 .  P r o f .  A. La Bocque

53* P r o f .  A.M. Ospovat

54 .  P r o f .  G.W. White

-  1 3 -

Department o f  G e o lo g ic a l  S c ie n c e s
S ou the rn  M e th o d is t  U n i v e r s i t y ,
Box 15З
D a l l a s ,  Texas 75 275

Department o f  Geology 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s  
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V U I t h  INHIGEO Symposium

The nex t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Symposium on th e  H i s t o r y  o f  G e o lo g ic a l  
S c ie n c e s  w i l l  be h e ld  i n  1978:
"The r e g i o n a l  i n f l u e n c e s  on th e  o r i g i n  and c o u rse  o f  d e v e lo p 
ment o f  g e o l o g i c a l  t h e o r i e s ,  e s p .  i n  th e  18 th  and 19th  cen
t u r y ” .
The Symposium w i l l  be h e ld  i n  th e  PRG, between September 12 
and 21, 1978. P r o f e s s o r  H. Holder  ( U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M ünster)  i a  
i n  charge  o f  th e  Symposium. He w i l l  be a s s i s t e d  by P r o f e s s o r  
W. Langer ( U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Bonn).
The p r e l i m i n a r y  programme in c l u d e s  r e p o r t s  and d i s c u s s i o n s  
a t  Münster  and Bonn (September ,  1 2 -1 4 ) ,  e x c u r s io n s  (September ,  
15-20)  and th e  c l o s i n g  ceremony (S ep tem ber , 2 1 ) .
A c o n s i d e r a b l e  number of  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  r e p o r t s  has  been 
s u b m i t te d  u p t i l  now. T h e r e f o r e ,  f u r t h e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  can on ly  
be c o n s id e r e d  i n  e x c e p t i o n a l  c a s e s .  A b s t r a c t s  o f  th e  papers  
( i n  two l a n g u a g e s )  shou ld  be s e n t  to  t h e  o r g a n i z i n g  committee 
by March 1, 1978. Correspondence  sh o u ld  be fo rw arded  to  the  
f o l l o w in g  a d d r e s s :

P r o f .  Dr. H. Holder
G e o l o g i s c h - P a l ä o n to l o g i s c h e s  I n s t i t u t  de r  U n i v e r s i t ä t  
Gievenbeckerweg 61 
D -  4400 Münster

The n ex t  working s e s s i o n  o f  INHIGEO w i l l  be h e ld  d u r in g  the  
symposium a t  M üns te r .  A l l  members and c o r r e s p o n d in g  aembers 
o f  th e  Committee a r e  i n v i t e d  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  th e  s e s s i o n .  
I n v i t a t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  th e  agenda w i l l  be s e n t  o f f  i n  th e
summer o f  1978. !

* (

I l l r d  P o l i s h - S o v i e t  Symposium

The I l l r d  P o l i s h - S o v i e t  Symposium on "The H i s t o r y  o f  R u ss ian  
( S o v i e t )  and P o l i s h  P o la r  Research"  w i l l  be h e ld  a t  Wroclaw 
( P o la n d ) ,  between September 26 and 28, 1978. G e o lo g i s t s  and 
g e o g ra p h e r s  from Poland and the  S o v ie t  Union a r e  p r e p a r in g  
th e  symposium.
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N a t io n a l  Groups on th e  H i s t o r y  o f  Geology

More groups on th e  h i s t o r y  o f  g e o l o g i c a l  s c i e n c e s  have 
been s e t  up i n  s e v e r a l  c o u n t r i e s .  T h e i r  c h a r a c t e r  i s  
d i f f e r e n t .

In  B u l g a r i a , a working group on th e  h i s t o r y  o f  g e o l o g i c a l  
s c i e n c e s  was e l e c t e d  i n  th e  G e o lo g ic a l  S o c i e t y  on A p r i l  22, 
1976. Members o f  th e  b u reau  a r e  K. Georgiev ( P r e s i d e n t ) ,  J a .  
Tencev ( S e c r e t a r y )  and E. Belmustakov.  Other  members o f  th e  
working group a r e  Z .D im i t ro v ,  R. Raschkov, V. Velcev ,  J .  
S he lev ,  D. Dimov. S. Menkov, R. Bogdanova, D. Kraev, I ,
Peev.

In  P r a n c e , a French committee on th e  h i s t o r y  o f -g e o lo g y  
(COFRHIGEO) was s e t  up on November 23, 1S76. Members o f  th e  
bureau  o f  t h i s  committee a r e :  F. E l l e n b e r g e r  ( P r e s i d e n t ) ;
A. C a i l l e u x ,  J .  Roger and H. Termier  (Vice  P r e s i d e n t s ) ;
J .  Gaudant ( S e c r e t a r y ) ;  G. Tamain ( T r e a s u r e r ) ,

In  Hungary, a committee on the  h i s t o r y  o f  geo logy  (CHG) has 
been working i n  the  H ungar ian  G e o lo g ic a l  S o c i e t y  s in c e  1970,
I .  A l l o d i a t o r i s  ( P r e s i d e n t )  and G. Csiky ( S e c r e t a r y )  a r e  i n  
charge  o f  th e  c o m m it te e ' s  work. Other  members o f  th e  committee 
a r e  J .  Bauer,  L. Bendèfy, G. B id l6 ,  L. Bogsch, I .  Dobos,
E. Dudich, L. F e j ê r ,  J .  J o v â ry ,  P. K r ivân ,  A. Rônai,  T.
S z a l a i ,  V. Szêky-Fux, L. J u g o v ic s ,  K. S z t rô k a y ,  S. V i t a l i s .

S ince  1972, one p e r i o d i c a l  o f  the  "Annals o f  th e  H i s t o r y  o f  
H ungar ian  Geology" has  been p u b l i s h e d  by t h i s  committee 
each  y e a r .
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Andras T asn âd i  -  Kubacska

Andrâs Tasnâdi-K ubacska ,  Corresponding  Member of  INHIGEO from 
Hungary, d ied  on March 29, 1977.

Dr. Tasnâdi-Kubacska  was born on A pr i l  20, 1902 i n  B udapes t .  
A f t e r  having  s t u d i e d  geology ,  minera logy and p a l e o n to lo g y  
i n  Budapest and Vienna he began to  work as an a s s i s t a n t  a t  
th e  Department o f  Zoology ( U n i v e r s i t y  of  B u d a p e s t )  i n  1923.
In  1925, he changed over to th e  Department o f  Geology o f  the  
Budapest  C o l leg e  o f  Economy. For more th a n  tw en ty  y e a r s  
(1929 -  I 95O) he worked w i th  th e  Hungar ian  N a t io n a l  Museum, 
be ing  promoted from Research  F e l lo w  o f  the  G e o lo g ic a l  and 
P a l e o n t o l o g i c a l  Department to  G en e ra l  D i r e c to r  o f  th e  Museum 
o f  N a tu r a l  S c ie n c e s  i n  1945, and V ice  P r e s id e n t  o f  t h e  Hun-, 
g a r i a n  N a t io n a l  Museum.
In  1950, he l e f t  the  Museum f o r  th e  Hungar ian  G e o lo g ic a l  
I n s t i t u t e ,  where he headed th e  C o l l e c t i o n s  Department t i l l  
he r e t i r e d  i n  1973- I t  i s  one o f  h i s  m e r i t s  to  have c r e a t e d  
th e  v a l u a b l e  c o l l e c t i o n  on th e  H i s t o r y  o f  Hungarian  Geology 
e x i s t i n g  i n  th e  I n s t i t u t e .
Most o f  h i s  p a l e o n t o l o g i c a l  works ( t o t a l l i n g  to 35 i tem s 
p u b l i s h e d  over h a l f  a c e n tu ry  between 1925 and 1976) d e a l  
w i th  p a le o p a th o lo g y .  His monograph on t h i s  to p ic  was e d i t e d  
i n  H ungar ian  (Budapest  i960)  and i n  German (Jena  1962) ,  I n  
th e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  a c i t i v i t y ,  he was a c t i v e  
i n  V e r t e b r a t e  P a le o n to lo g y  and S p e leo lo g y  as w e l l ,  w h i le  
l a t e r  he became one o f  th e  p io n e e r s  of  environment p r o t e c t i o n  
i n  Hungary.
I n  1960, he was awarded th e  D o c to r ' s  Degree i n  Geology and 
M inera logy  by th e  H ungar ian  Academy of  S c i e n c e s .
Dr. T asnâd i-K ubacska  has  p u b l i s h e d  a l t o g e t h e r  46 works on 
v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  th e  H i s to r y  o f  the  G e o lo g ic a l  and B i o l o g i 
c a l  S c i e n c e s .  Above a l l  he was a t t r a c t e d  by the  s tu d y  and 
th e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  th e  l i f e  and a c t i v i t y  o f  prominent  Hun
g a r i a n  men o f  s c i e n c e  , such a s  M. Hantken, S. J av o rk a ,
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P. K i t a i b e l ,  L, L6czy s e n . ,  P. Nopcsa, K. Lambrecht,  A. 
Semsey, J .  Szabô and V. V ê r t e s ,  but  h i s  i n t e r e s t s  ranged  
from Leonardo da V in c i  to  V. Kovalevsky.

An e n t h u s i a s t i c  and in  Hungary unmatched p o p u l a r i z e r  o f  
n a t u r a l  s c i e n c e s ,  he w ro te  16 books and 185 minor papers  
f o r  th e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,  w i th  p a r t i c u l a r  r e g a r d  to  c h i l d r e n .  
As a m as te r  o f  a f a s c i n a t i n g  and b r i l l i a n t  s t y l e ,  he has  
i n i t i a t e d  g e n e r a t i o n s  i n t o  th e  s tu d y ,  love  and p r o t e c t i o n  
o f  N a tu re ,  and no t  on ly  i n  Hungary. ( S e v e r a l  o f  h i s  works 
have been e d i t e d  i n  F rench ,  German, I t a l i a n ,  L a tv ia n  and 
R u s s ia n ,  and some o f  h i s  minor a r t i c l e s  have been p u b l i s h e d  
i n  Czech and P o l i s h ) ,
I n  a d d i t i o n  to  what has been mentioned he always found t ime 
and energy  f o r  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a c t i n g  as  F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y ,  
l a t e r  as  Managing P r e s i d e n t  o f  the  G e o lo g ic a l  S o c i e ty  o f  
Hungary, Managing P r e s i d e n t  o f  the  S o c i e t y  f o r  N a tu ra l  
S c ie n c e s  and P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  Counc i l  f o r  th e  
P r o t e c t i o n  o f  N a tu re .  Moreover,  he was member o f  th e  E d i t o 
r i a l  Board o f  th e  H ungar ian  B u l l e t i n  on the  H i s t o r y  o f  
Medic ine  and, l a s t  b u t  n o t  l e a s t ,  c o r r e s p o n d in g  member o f  
INHIGEO.
For h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  and e d u c a t i o n a l  m e r i t s ,  he was awarded 
s e v e r a l  d e c o r a t i o n s  by th e  H ungar ian  Government.

His  g r e a t  e x p e r ie n c e ,  n e v e r - f a i l i n g  memory, unbroken 
en th u s ia sm ,  f i n e  s en se  o f  humour and u n t i r e d  h e l p f u l n e s s  
w i l l  be bad ly  m issed  by a l l  who knew him.

E. Dudich



In fo r m a t io n

A new p e r i o d i c a l  " C a t a s t r o p h i s t  Geology, a magazine d e d i 
c a t e d  to the  s tu d y  o f  d i s c o n t i n u i t i e s  i n  E a r th  H i s t o r y ” 
( E d i t o r :  Dr. J .B .  K loss te rm an ,  Caixa P o s t a l  41 .003 ,  Rio de 
J a n e i r o ,  B r a z i l ,  US d o l l .  1 0 . - ) .  The f i r s t  i s s u e  was a p t l y  
c i r c u l e t e d  among th e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  o f  th e  L y e l l  C en tenary  
Symposium i n  London. The p e r i o d i c a l  aims no t  on ly  a t  s t u 
dying  d i s c o n t i n u i t i e s  and c l a r i f y i n g  what c a t a s t r o p h i s t  
geo logy  i s  a b o u t ,  but focuses  a l s o  on s u b j e c t s  which so 
f a r  have been n e g l e c t e d  by the  m ains tream  o f  g e o lo g y .  Being 
an unor thodox p e r i o d i c a l ,  i t  p ro v id e s  a c o r r e c t i o n  to  a 
g l i b  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  p r e v a l e n t  d o c t r i n e s  ( t h u s ,  o f  c o u rs e ,  
i t  r u n s  th e  r i s k  o f  i n d u lg i n g  i n  a s p i r i t  o f  c o n t r a d i c t i o n ) .  
As th e  t o p i c  has  p la y e d  such an im p o r ta n t  r o l e  i n  th e  
h i s t o r y  o f  geo logy ,  h i s t o r i a n s  might p r o f i t  from d a t a  
p ro v id e d  now and i n  the  p a s t  t h a t  were d i s c a r d e d  or 
n e g l e c t e d  too  e a s i l y  under th e  long  and p r a c t i c a l l y  
u n d i sp u te d  r e i g n  o f  L y e l l i sm .

B ib l io g r a p h y  on p h i l o s o p h i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  o f  E a r th  S c ie n c e s  
i n  th e  GDR ( B i b l i o t h e k  der  Bergakademie,  DDR -  92 F r e i b e r g ,  
P o s t s c h l i e s s f a c h  4 7 ) .  A b ib l i o g r a p h y  o f  213 s t u d i e s  by 
100 a u th o r s  on th e  p h i lo so p h y  o f  th e  E a r th  S c ie n c e s  which 
were p u b l i s h e d  i n  th e  GDR between 1945 and 1975. The i n t r o 
d u c t i o n  by Dr. M. Guntau d e a l s  w i th  th e  development o f  
c o - o p e r a t i o n  between g e o - s c i e n t i s t s  and M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  
p h i l o s o p h e r s  i n  th e  GDR. I t  i s  e v id e n t  t h a t  m e th o d o lo g ic a l  
and h i s t o r i c a l  problems p la y  an im p o r ta n t  r o l e  among g e o lo 
g i s t s  i n  th e  GDR.

I n  th e  S o v ie t  Union, a book on L y e l l  has  been p u b l i s h e d :
A . I .  R av ik o v ich :  C h a r le s  L y e l l  1797-1375. Moscow 1976 
(200 pp. -  i n  R u s s i a n ) .  The a u th o r  i s  one o f  th e  founding 
members o f  INHIGEO and h e r s e l f  an e x p e r t  a t  the  problem 
o f  u n i f o r m i t a r i a n i s m .
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In  the  United  S t a t e s ,  37 volumes on th e  H i s t o r y  o f  Geology 
w i l i  be i s s u e d  by Arno P r e s s ,  New York. P r o f e s s o r  C.C. 
A l b r i t t o n  s e rv e s  as Advis r y  E d i t o r  f o r  the  p r o j e c t .  Members 
o f  th e  E d i t o r i a l  Board a r e  P r o f e s s o r  P.W. P r e t s k y ,  C .J .  
Schneer ,  H.C. S k in n e r , a n d  .W. White.
The books i n  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  f a l l  i n t o  t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s :  
b i b l i o g r a p h i e s ,  h i s t o r i e s ,  and c l a s s i c  s c i e n t i f i c  works.
Most o f  th e  books a re  f a c s i m i l e  r e p r i n t s  o f  t e x t s  long out  
o f  p r i n t ,  but t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  s e v e r a l  o r i g i n a l  i t e m s .

O r i g i n a l  works i n c lu d e  an 3-volume b i b l i o g r a p h y  fo r  th e  
h i s t o r y  o f  geology  compiled by Dr. W il l iam  A.S .  S a r j e a n t .  
F u r th e r  o r i g i n a l  works a r e :  an an th o lo g y  o f  C h a r le s  L y e l l ' s  
j o u r n a l  a r t i c l e s  on North  American geo logy ,  e d i t e d  by Dr. 
Hubert  C. S k in n e r ;  an a n th o lo g y  o f  J u l e s  M arcou 's  w r i t i n g s  
on the  Taconic  System i n  N or th  America, a l s o  e d i t e d  by Dr. 
S k in n e r ;  and a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  Dr. George W h i te ' s  p ap e rs  on 
th e  h i s t o r y  o f  g eo lo g y .

R e p r in t e d  volumes i n c lu d e  works by Rober t  Bakewell ,  W il l iam  
Buckland,« John Mason C la rk e ,  P a rk e r  C lev e len d ,  DeWitt C l i n -

J

t o n ,  W.D, Conybeare,  Georges Cuvie r ,  C h a r le s  Davison,  Grove 
K a r l  G i l b e r t ,  George B. Greenough, Rober t  Hooke, R ichard  
Kirwan, K. Lambrecht,  C h a r le s  L y e l l ,  Edmé M a r i o t t e ,  George 
M e r r i l l ,  Hugh M i l l e r ,  N a th a n i e l  Moore, John Murray, James 
P a rk in s o n ,  John P h i l i p s ,  W ill iam P h i l l i p s ,  John Ray, George 
P. Sc rope ,  Thomas S h e r i e y ,  Marie Jo sep h  Thomassy, Erasmus 
Warren, John Webster ,  W il l iam Whiston, John W h i teh u rs t ,  
Horace B. Woodward, and John Woodward. A l l  r e p r i n t e d  volumes 
a r e  i s s u e d  i n  f a c s i m i l e  fo rm at ,  from th e  o r i g i n a l  p r i n t i n g s .

Except f o r  th e  S a r j e a n t  b ib l i o g r a p h y ,  which w i l l  be i s s u e d  
i n  th e  s p r i n g  o f  1978, th e  volumes in  th e  c o l l e c t i o n  w i l l  
be p l a c e d  on s a l e  i n  December o f  1977.

In  1975-76 and 1976-77 b i -m on th ly  m eetings  were h e ld  by th e  
"Commission on th e  H i s t o r y  o f  G eo lo g ica l  S c ie n c e s "  o f  the  
Royal N e th e r la n d s  Academy o f  S c ien ce  ^chairman: R.Hooykaas;
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s e c r e t a r y :  P.K.G. E n g e le n ) .  The a q u i s i t i o n  o f  d a t a  ( b i b l i o 
g r a p h i e s ,  b io g r a p h i e s ,  a r c h i v a l  m a t e r i a l s )  was d i s c u s s e d  and 
c o l l a b o r a t o r s  were named f o r  a h i s t o r y  o f  g e o l o g i c a l  s c i e n 
ces  i n  the  N e th e r la n d s  and i n  t h e i r  former o v e r s e a s  t e r r i 
t o r i e s  i n  th e  E as t  and West I n d i e s .  The s u b j e c t  i s  supposed 
to  be t r e a t e d  up t i l l  the  d a t e s  o f  independence  o f  I n d o n e s i a  
and Surinam; as  to the  A n t i l l e s ,  the  work by H o l la n d e r s  i n  
o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  th e  C a r r ib e a n  a r e a  i s  supposed to  be i n c l u d e d .  
Two m eetings  -  one w i th  the  c o l l a b o r a t o r s  o f  th e  N e th e r la n d s  
p r o j e c t  and one w i th  those  o f  th e  o v e r s e a s  p r o j e c t  -  were 
h e l d  to  d i s t r i b u t e  th e  s u b j e c t s  and to  co n f i rm  th e  p l a n  o f  
th e  work. F i r s t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  have a l r e a d y  been d e l i v e r e d .

t

I
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Von der "Kommission zur  G e sc h ic h te  der  g e o lo g i s c h e n  Wissen
s c h a f te n "  der K ö n ig l ic h e n  N i e d e r l ä n d i s c h e n  Akademie der  
W issenscha f ten  ( V o r s i t z e n d e r :  R. Hooykaas; S e k r e t ä r :  F.H.G. 
Engelen) wurden i n  den J a h r e n  1975/76 und 1976/77 a l l e  2 
I.ionate T r e f f e n  d u r c h g e f ü h r t .  Die E r a r b e i t u n g  der  P ak ten  
(B ib l io g ra p h ie n ,  B io g ra p h ie n ,  A r c h i v m a t e r i a l i e n )  wurde d i s 
k u t i e r t ,  und es wurden d ie  M i t a r b e i t e r  f ü r  d i e  G esch ich te  
der g e o lo g is c h e n  W is s e n s c h a f t e n  i n  den N ie d e r la n d e n  und in  
i h r e n  ehemaligen  ü b e r s e e i s c h e n  T e r r i t o r i e n  i n  den o s t i n d i 
schen und w e s t in d i s c h e n  G e b ie te n  f e s t g e l e g t .  Die Thematik 
umfaßt den Z e i t raum  b i s  zum Z e i tp u n k t  de r  U nabhäng igke i t  
Indones iens  und Surinams;  so w e i t  es d ie  A n t i l l e n  b e t r i f f t ,  
s o l l  auch d i e  A r b e i t  von H o l l ä n d e rn  i n  an deren  T e i l e n  des 
K a r ib i s c h e n  Raumes e inbezogen  werden.  Es wurden zwei T r e f f e n  
d u rc h g e fü h r t  -  e i n  T r e f f e n  mit  den M i t a r b e i t e r n  f ü r  d i e  
N ieder lande  und e i n  w e i t e r e s  mit  j e n e n  f ü r  d i e  ü b e r s e e i s c h e n  
G eb ie te .  S ie  d i e n t e n  der  V e r t e i l u n g  der  Themen und der  Be
s t ä t i g u n g  des A r b e i t s p l a n e s .  E r s t e  B e i t r ä g e  s in d  b e r e i t s  
g e l e i s t e t  worden.
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