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CHAPTEl I 

THE PROBLIM AID I'l'S SCOPE 

The Ok1 ahoma -Ccuti tutloa directs that ifProo-Tis1cms shall be made for the 

establislJaeat and maiateaance of a syetem 0£ public sohools,•1 and also, •The 

~tm:e' -shall establish -.rad maintain a system of free public schools •• 2 

Aleo the Cout11Dt:1.oa directs tba t atfhe Legislature shall require all 

IIOD87 •lleoted by tuatioa, or by tees, f'illes, and public charges or every 

Jd.lld, to . be aOOC'>Ullted for by a qataa of acCO\lllting that shall be uniform fo'f' 

each e1aaa or aocounta, State and l.ocal. •••• s 

The public aOhool syatan in Qk)aboM eatabliahed by t.he above directive 

ia adntitl1e-tered by the State Departm«lt of Education, the State SvperinteD

dent ot liiioattoa, oomt.7 npe.rilltenden.te ot aobools, boards or education or 

soboo1dtatricta, ad mperlntend•ts ot eehoola or independent acbool dia.-, 

tr1.eta.• 
Thill etudy is an investiptioa of the lan or the State ot Oklahoma, the 

cled.11ou tJtt the fta.te SUpreae Court~ and the requlrem•ts of the State J)epart,

ment ot Educat4.on as they affect a school district o~ the Oklahoma public 

school sy-atem. Special attmtion is given to such laws and decisions as a£

f'ect 1n tJ11J7 wey the keeping ot the accounts ot a school district. 

Title 70 of the Ol:lahoma Statutes contai.Ds the School Code for the State 

as revi9ed in 1941. However,_ many of the laws affecting the budget and 

1 ~• I, OJgJNJS!!a Cgytitu:t,1.on, Paragraph 5. 

2 .trttei. mt_, '951ebre Cppatttlatioa, Paragraph l. 

I .lrtlole X, msJal C Cqyti1;tt;iaq, Paragraph SO. 

4 70 2· .§. • .ba• l!tl, li-17. 



accomts of a school district are located ~.in.th~ statll;te~· - Also, 

many of the procedures f~ed in acco.unting .for.school .distr;iots are eetab

llahed by state officia;l.s or as the J".esult.of .court cases. , 

Ot!1cials and citiz~s. i,nteres:ted ~ -scbool. ,budget .~tioa aACi. ~ 
' . . . ' ' ·. . ' 

keeping in the state of Oklahoma. need a reference to indicate the .legal · re- · · , · 

qu!.rem-.ts wbi~ aff,'ect .these pbasee ot school admi:niStrat.1011. ~s stuq is . 

4e81.gned to provide that re.ference. 

The probl.flu of finaDce of soh®l di,stncts are not discussed hereiaJ : 

oai, _ the so~ ot revenue ~ provided by law and . the acoomtiD.g. therefor an 
. ' . ' ' 

oonsi~ed. Onq the ~chool bQdget of the . school reports is coUid~od, the 

.~tatistical report~ made to the Sta.to Departaent ot Fd'1"4t.1ol1, though perbap9 

~tioped, are not expl.a1~ ~. 

JdaiDiatrative problems of the school district other than tboae p~ 

to ~ bmget and budgetary aecoun~ a.re not discussed h~. In the....,. 

ter1al perta1D1ng to budge~ ~unting .the ctr.I.es 1n the (leneral Pund are 

Ulutra~; the entries ~ "the ~cU.ng 1'UDd aud tu 81Dk:Sng Fund are not 

ahowa. 

The Statutes ot Oklahoma do not e<>~taa e,q requiraaents }>erta1ning to 

school fixell property beyond acquisition and disposal procedU1"88. Ro physical 

inTentor., ia required by law, - a Fix~ Property Fm.Id. is not provided for. 

'@.w!get. A budget is a legal and aocounti.Dg device to contl'ol revenues and 

a:penditures. More , speciticalq, it is an estimate of pro.-,osed expenditures and 

the propoeed aean.s of tinencing them. In the statutes of Okl aboma a budget ie re-. . ' 

!erred to aa •a statement of estimated needa.• However• in general this eetimate 

is reterred to as •the bmget• both before and after it is adopted or approved. 



.M Valoran TaxatioJl. Ad valorea means •according to the value.• Jd va

lorem taxation is property taxation charged and collected according to the 

assessed ffl.uation ot property. 

:Is:Q:• A levy is the mUlage rate of ad· valorea taxation. It is the 

· aaount ot reTeaue per dollar of assessed proJSertf valuation that is to be col

lected by means of ad valorem taxation. In Oklahoma, the amount of mills to 

be levied t'or apecif'ie purposes is limited by law • 

.I!.!!!• The National Committee on Municipal Accounting defines a fund as 

•a swa of money or other :resources {gross or net) set aside ' 
for the purpose of earr,ing on specific activities or atta1n:tng 
certain objectives in aceordance with special regulations, reatric
tioas,. or lilllitations, and constituting an independent fiscal and 
accounting entity.•5 

.lpprop.r:l.atton. Jn appropriation is a part of the estimate (budget) au

tbol"izecl by the comity' excise boa.rd to be u~ed tor a specif~ purpose. The 

Ok] aboma Statutes de.fine 1 t as . synonymous with •estimate made and approved• 

wbich ·iD turn is defined to mean tithe itaaiz«l statement of the estimated needs 

ot a munieipa.lit," for its curr&Dt axp•ea tor the ensuing f'isc,u. year, asap

proyed and fixed b,y the excise board. •6 

liPtiJPbrance. An encumbrance is an obligation represented by an out

standing order or a contract which.is expected to beoome payable. 

JmM::\• A warrant is a writing or certificate which authorizes someone 

to pay aoney or its equivalent to another person. .l warrant is the certU'i

ca.te issued by a 1umicipalit7 (in this study the school district is the munici

pall"7) aclmowledging a debt and directing the treasurer of the municipality 

to pay the warrant with moneys in his possession. 

5 Lloyd Morey and Robert P. Hackett, Ftmdamentals .9! Goyerpental Arc
coun:M,v, p. 35. 

6 62 Q.. J,. ~ 47$. 
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fucal Yar.· The tax year in QklahQma begins July 1. 7 The fiscal yee:r · 

is the same · as the tax year. 8 

·~ .llal· "The General J'und of 8DY school district shall consist or:r m~e;ys which mq legally be ued .for current ~tenanc, purp,
-ses ···*1 thin a fiscal yeu, · and an appropriation may be · made tberef:raa 
tor , cap~~ outlq1 . but .shall not ~ ~siderf as including . ,my DlODeJ' 
derived from a apeeial building f\md levy ••• • · 

M3d11,1g l!el• "The Special Building 1und of any district shall · con
~t ·of all mo1;1qs, an(! interest therefrom• deri~ .rrom .the F.OCeeda 
at a · special building levy ot not to· axceed five (5) mllls in any- year, 
voted by tw. p(:lople of a school diat.11.ct... Proceeds . .from Build1ng 
Funl · leYies shall not be required to be uNd during the year for which· 
a :levy i .a mad~ but Jllay.acc\lllUl.ate from year to year until adequate for 
the purposes inteDdt!llt•lO · · 

. S1nk1!g !9!i. *'Ttie . Sinldng· FlZld . o£ any district shall consist of all 
IIOl'l.e;r '~~yed from ad 'val.orem t&xes or othe.rwise as provided by law tor 
the ~eat of h:>nds · and Judgments and interest thereon. •ll 

1 Article i;, Oklahoma Oogst1tptioa. Paragraph 1. 

8 l9S ~. 69, Day & Whitt Furn. Co. v. Welbilt Appliance Corporation. 

9 70 g_. J.. ~- 1949, 1-19. 

10 na., 1-20 • . 

11 n,.,1,1 . 1 ·2.1. . ~·· - . 



CH.fJ>TER II 

TlIB SCHOOL DISTRICT 

. . 

•A schoo1 district is defined as arq area or terr:l.t.ory compri
aµ1g. ~ legal ea.t1v. ·who~ ·aole purpose is that. ?r pro~~ tree 
school education, whose bo'll'ldary 11nea-are a niatter 'ol r'lil.1c record, 

· and · t.he area ot which · con.sti tutea a COIIIJ)lete tax mi t. • : _ . _ . 
• • • ' l 

The Oklahoma School Code, . aa pe.ased.b.f° .fu.e .Twm.t~ec~ Legislature in 
. . . 

1949,- designates that all school ~str1cts be either indepeDden~ . ~~ ~-

~ts or dependent school dist.nets. Before a school distriQt rill be 

oluae4 as 1adependmt by the State Board ot Educa~ it mut meet the fol

MldDC requirellEDWt 

~a. Shall have Jlld.ntaiaed d,urirlg the previo~ yee:r a tour (.4) 
7ear high school fully accredited by the State Board of F.dmatioa. 

b. Shall have a school _plant,: e~uipment, anq .fliC\l)tW which 
meet JDinimllm standards presorlbed by the state Board of lducat:1on. 

· Such. stalldarda shall be iJl,Jc~ing with tboae u-ally req~ed of 
. a first claas high school and comparable to those required by re
cognised acci-ec11 ting agencies. _ . _ 

c. Shall be 1n good f'i.Dandal conditioll and shall give to 
the State Board ot F.du-catiOJ'l . suffiaient evidence of beiag able to 
sdminj ster the .tiscal affairs of the district bl proper manner. •2 

W. school 41str1cta not desigDatedas independent school districts b;y 

the State.Board of F.ducation are dependent school districts.' Every school 

district is a body corporate and possesses the ueual powers ot a public cor

pomtioa. It may ne and be_ sued, Dl4Y contract and be contracted with_, and 

may ho14 N&l. and personal estate.4 

l 70 2'• .l· .§.112. ~ - 1-9.·, 

2 ~-, 4-2. 

s ll?M.·, 4-!. 

4 ~-. 4-5. 
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To be qualified to vote in school district elections• a person must have 

resi.4ed in the district for at lee.st tbirt7 days and possess the que.llfica.ti.on.s 

of an elector as defined by the Con~titution ~ Laws of t,he Sta.te.~ _These 
-

quall.f'S.cations are as: follows: , (1) . be a_ ci tizan of . the Uni tecl' St<,"1.tes, ( 2) be 
' ' . ' . ' . ' 

a citiHD of the Stiate of Cltl.ahome., (5) be over the age of . twent,-~e years, 

(4) have resided in the .State .one yee:r, (5) 1n the coµnt1 six months, and 

(6) ~ the election precinct thJ,.rty days.6 

.An annual meeting ot .scbool' diatrict .electors 1n·depelldent school .d16-

trics:tff8-Dll 1n 1,ndej>m.dent scbool .distr.icts in whioli- .th,re ,ia no city is held

on th~ tort~ 'l'llesday' in March between 2 p.m. and 6 p.m. Notice o! the time 

and pl.ace of. this meeting 1~ giWtD by publication and by posting m.:tten ~ 

tioe. At th1• meeting . "the school diatrtct electo~, by .writ~ ballot• eleot . ' 

' 
the ~ ~ber of the board ot educaticm ilDII vote oa excess ·leV,.es for current 

,-rposes or tor . bllil4!ag !'uads · it auch exoess levies are presented »., the 

board of echlllatioa. 7 

Special. meetings of the school district electors may be called by the 

board ot .etacation or by a majoriv of the school district electors on peti

tion. The same notice is required to be giTen ae 1n the cas.e of the amma] 

aeeting, aDC:'l the purpose ot the spec1al meeting-must be set forth. 

tnrm,;t;tpp .!!4 Qouolida.t1gp. 

It a meJoritJ' ot school di•trtct electors of an area sign a petitlon to 

anna such area to all ad;facent scoool district, the state Board of »iucatioa 

rm.en _the petitloa 811d. detenrl.Dea whether or not the best interests of the 

school ddldren ot the. area affected wou.ld be served by such change. If the 

5 Dia~. 1-15. 
6 .l'rt.i.cl.e Ill, ltlllPne 9aftlt)lt4,gp, Paragraph 1. 

7 70 .Q.. .I,. .1!1112• J:itL 4,-16. 
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State _Board approns the petition', it calls an election fo-r the purpose of per

mitting the achool district .el.ectors in the are& affected to vote on the Pl'OP-
• . 6' • ;i . , (' ., '• • '• ' I;:• '• '• • - • \ ·• ; ., . ·• 

oei~ of melting su'Ch boimda:ry change. -The -•area atfe.cted•. means the area 

propoa.ed to· be annexed to .anotber ·adJaeeat di!triot 01• districts, Blid· _a · dis-
• ' ' f ,.. , \ 

trl.ct 1a -aoas1d.-ed adJ-~ent tr the bomdar7 llnea' touch at an,- P>1!1t-~r-co~-'· 

Der of the relJPeotive dt.atri~ta .. a 

. ' lot.tee ·ot · the elect!oa -.t be given · b,y the count:, auperintenc;tant ot 
• I • l 

school.a 1n· the IBDle JDaDUer· as special meetings ot the acbool di:artj,ict -~ec~~ · 

o~ achocd diat.ricts. . If a maJori:q, or the el.~ton voting at this ~ectioa 
,, ' • • • V ~ • 

wte for the chaJ,lge, the S'8,te Board of Education orders the qbange 1n ~ 

darie,1.9 

. "Whenever . any school d1atr1.ct shall have had an average da1l.7 
attenlatace for . one (l) yeu of less th8n , ~en· (lS) or eball have 

·failed ' to illaiatalD school withia the district tor one ·(1) ;year1 tbe 
Stat& Board of mucaU.on shall ·declare ·:rtJCh district to be disorgsn,.. 
ised and. shall annex · the · terri to17 comprising such di~trict to the 
clietriet or distri<:ts, malntaSAing transportation w1:th1n, tb:e trans- . 
portatiolt area or area.a in which such territory is located.•10 

The amlexed. area assumes its tall proportion of all legal bonded indebted,;. 

neee ot, t~ dutrict to which it la annexed, and 'the district to which it is 

caeiEed ~ewise assumes a full. proportion. or all legal bonded indebtedness· 

ot the am:iexed ·area il' that area comprises a school. district. If the anilexed 

area~ .. not COllprise 8ll entire school diatrict, the district to wb.1.Ch it ia 

amua:ed ass\lllea a ·.ruu preport.1.on of ,the proportionate part (based upon the 

ratio irhich the assessed val\18.tion of the ~ "~affected bears to the total 

w.l:aatioa of ·~~ district or~ inC11r'l"iDe the bcmded indebtedness) of 

. 8 .. · ll?W.•, 7-1. 

9 J'&g,£. cit. 

10 .IW..4•, 7-2. 
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any bonded :indebtedness for which the annexed area is liable when the bounda

ries are changed.11· 

· The property and of.her assets of.an nnnexed area become the .propertJ' .<4 

the annexing districtJ .except that where the annexed ·area does not comprise .. 

entire.district, the boards ot education o! the districts involved .agree upon 

a 'divisi~;of tbe 'propert7~ 'l'hecUI'I'ent debts and obligations of ~e annexed 

area become the liabilities of -the annexi!lg diatrict .. 12 

The board of education of the· annexing district can rem.t; move or sell -~ 

building in the annexed area without a vote 0£ the reaidmts thereof if·tbe 

bn!lding is not being used at least once a moJlth for public gatherings.15 .. 

Consolldntioa of two or more adjacst school districts may be proposed by 

the state Boal:'d of EducatioD;, by the. board of education of the district, or b1 
. . 

ten per cent. of the sohool electors 1n the district by petiti~.~ ¥ter such 

p,oposal, the State Board of Education co~ucts ,studies of the •populations, 

weal~; .terrain, trade areas' and other fa.et.ors as may be nec·es~ to determine 

the looatioD ot bolllldarl.es and the size of a proposed-distriot whiehwlll-moe~ 

nearq insure an: e:('ficient .and eCODOllical administrative tmit.-14 

If" the State Board of lducation tinds that such oonsoli4ation is desirable, 

it detez,uaes the rules and proc~e to be followed 1n the COllBOlidation. 

Such rd.es aD4 procedures· inelude the opport.uns.:t,y for the qualified school 

.eleo:tors of , the school district$ involTed to decide by majority vote whether 

OTDOt they desire .the consolidatioa to take effect. However, election is held 

11 DU·, 1-s. 
-12 TMA 

.~·t 

13 Th.fd ~·, 
14 Thl,t · ~··· 

1-6. 

7-~. 
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oaq \lP01l petition theref'or signed by a majority of the electors of each school 

.dist.riot incllded in~ propo:,ed oonaolide.ti~ When the election has been 

held and a maJorit7 vote is in ~a'ft)r ot oonsolidation, the Btai.E;l lbard ·or F.du

cat.101'.'';d~s ta partieipa~ school clietrio,t~ d1.,.ived and . the; new, 
~ district estahl.iehed. The ,~ 0£ educ~tion of the' partloipa,ting dis-

.tr:lct, bavta,g the largest umber of •um.erated children. serves as' the board of 

, eilucati°' .ill" tb• new]¥ formed district for the tersis for ·whloh they 'were · 

el-=ted~ , ... ·.a:µ assets and llabili ties ot the pvtici:patlng districts a:re the 
~ert.t and :resi;onsibiliti ot tu 1lew ·school diatrict.·lp . 

·Trelft•!l!· N>11! 

, 'Scaetbte:i a school . district does· :oot offer aU twelve grades of inetruc,;. , 

ttoa • . aid eh1ldreu livi.Qg f.n that dist.rt.ct have to be tran:sf erred to another 

distrlct+, Or the· tcfc,graplxy . of the diatriet may prevent the child 1'ronr at. ·. 

iend:tng , school in 'the district in which he resides. ··or th& 'health oi the · child 

-.a . determined by a verified health certif'ioa.te by a llcense,d · peysic1an is such 

that tlle best interest ot '. the child cannot be served by the' child•• attendatlce 

in':~ dt.trlct in whiob,.:t1e resides.16 Ia thes~ situ.t1ons the county sup~ 

intm.dct . ot sobools transf era the abild to another district~ He notifiea the 

~ -_or the board of education by Jur:La 15th whether or not~ tranatera have 

bee aade • .. 

The · school district troa whioh PQJ>ila. have been transferred in' i ta amiual 

esttmate,fac~s a l'eqlleSt ' t.hat :the comty excise bos:rd' make the 'naoessa.r;y 

appropriation for the ~ent of transfer feea 'to the .district to which f.he 

pupils 1-•e been tranaferred.17 

17 Thl.d • · ....-:=.•• v-7. 
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The district to which pupils have beea tranefe:rred estimates the probablE1 

income i'l'Oll traut'er fees, and this amount is included in its ·estima~ to fi

DaDCe gcaral appropriations. Th• fees, for transfers are based on· th~ previ

ou y1&r's total p_. capita co.at 0£ pirpUs in ;1.verage daily- attenclance in . the 
. . . .. . . 

diatriot · to whioh the transfer is made plus eight ~ cent ( 8%) of such coat . . . . . ' 

for use ot buildiaga al.read1' oonstnacted. This cc:> .. i~'Qdq the total ., ... 
. ' . . : 

d1 tare• of the pre,rio11$ ;rearJ ammoJ. accrual ~ interest on outetand1.ng boDQS 
. ~ ! •• . • / . 

voted ~or the ptU"Chaee ot ftmli~, repai;rs. &lid CQJiS~ction of. b'Qildinga5 

1'uads ~xpe!f4ed trca a,q .coastitlltional .building !lmd; ~t exol.iea the c;ost 

of tnnaportatioa; the coat ot constructing new bulldinge by .bond issueJ· and 

disbursemcts from sinklng fads except annual accrual aJld interest on out,.. · 
• ' • • j .. ' ' ' • • 

a~!J'lg bonds. D1v;iding this co.st by the average ~T attendance gives the 
. ' '. . 

e4uca.tion pw capita coat.. 'l'he ~rtation per cqita cos:t t.s computed a.a 

follows& 

•the total_ coat of. traupo:rtation, inclm:tng ~ual ~ccrual ·and · 
interest- on outstanding bonds issued' for transportattoa equipaent, 
shall be U'dd.ed by the anrage nun~ ~ pilpUs (o.n which state ail 

.sq be paW.) · transported t:J:ie' previ.rr ·year by _the school district to 
~ch the pupils are transferred..• ·. · 

Ir the tran-aterred puplla are iaot transported by the diat;rict .to which they a.re 

tranater:red~ the trauportat1on cost is not added to the education per capita. 
' ' 

009t 1n -..puting the aaount to be appropriated for transfer.19· 

.ls taxes and other l'llOJIOY'B come into th~ bands of the cotmty treasurer, · 

he apportions them be~een the distri.ct tranaf erred troa and the district · 

t:ran.aterred to in the aame percentage ae the appropriation for the district 

trail which the pupils are :transferred and the appropriated amount of transfers 

11 ll'i•,t M. 

19 ~. SU· 



ll 

payable to the district transferred to is of the total appropriation of the 

cliatrict.. 20 

For example, school district #107 of Payne County, Oklaboma., in 1949-50 

tranaferred twent7-eix pupils to diatrict #67 and one pupil to district IJ.].D. 

The total per oapi ta oost tor district #67 in 1948-49 was $146.451 so the aaount 

of transfers payabl.e to district #67 was IS,807 .18. The total per cap1 ta coat 

tor district #llO 1n 1948-49 was t216.92 and the transportation cost wu $88,.98. 

Therefore, the amount of transfers pqable to diatrlct #llO was $255.90• the 

tranaporta.tioa coat being iDcluded sinee the pupil bad to be transported b;y 

district #llO buses. 

Assme that district 11.07 had total appropriations £or 1949-50 or $75,000.00. 

The amounts aboYe $3,807.18 and $255.90 ore due to districts #67 and /lllO res

pecttv~. It the cc:anty treasurer has $5,000.00 of taxea and other revenues 

collecte4 tor district #107, he will apportioa 701 956.92/75,ooo.oo to district 

#107, s,eo1.1a/1s,ooo.oo to district #6?, am 255.90/7s,ooo.oo to district #llO. 

Sparate Sqhpol8 

The Constitution of the State of Oklahoma provides tor the establlsllllent 

and md.ntenance ot separate schools for white and colored children2l and the 

lan ot Oklahoma provide that the public schools will be organized and main

tained upon a ooaplete plan ot separation between the white and colored ra

aea.22 •The tera •colored' shall be construed to mean all peraona of Af'rioan 

dNOet who posaess an7 quantum ot Hegre, blood.•2S 

20 l!?!.4.' 8-10. 

21 Article I, Olcl abgrea Qonstitut191:,, PQ%'.a(Waph 5. 

22 70 .Q. • .§, • .§mm. lJW., 5-1. 

23 10 .Q& • .§1. Ja., 5-2. 

I 
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In each dist.riot the separate school is the schoo1 of the race having the 

fewest D\111lber of cb1lclren ill that diet.riot. The county superintendent of 

schools ha.a the authorJ.t., to designate which school shall be the ~epara.te 

~l.24 However, no aep&ra.te school is maintained -~~~~ the nmberot chil-
I . •i• ' ··,. ':· . ... , ... ;, ... · ., •, , . ,. " · •, ·• '· ' · ·. •. ' ' \ 

drea who are to attei the separate school doia ~t exceed ten.·25 Whel"~i -the 

chil4rfa who are to attend the separate school ot a district num~r less than 
.... ', '·' '· ·, 

elevea, the ooev superintendent of schools ~era them to the nearest 

separate school. For instance, ,!in Pa,ne'· Co\l'J.ty, · Oklahoma, there are two · sei>-. 

arate·· ~s, in Gashing mi 1n Stillwater+ 
'.:,· - . -

The·~tton ot·ra.ces is requtred ·b;y· law abd any teri.cher who permits 

&. white .child to 'at~ a school. ··tor''.Hegro ·child"ren or whO · permits a N~ . 

ch114; 1'4 a~t~d- a school 'r~· white cb.ihh-en sball.1 be ~ '.ed guilt7 'or . -id11- ', 

d~aDCJr·~ llpOD oontlcti.all sb&ll. be ftnet 'bot i~ss than ·tetl dollars' (l].o.oo) 
. . . . • ' '. ', '• i- • .. ~ : 

llOl" more than f'Ut7 dollars ($50.oo). and his ~ticate: 8ha.ll be caricelled 

'a&d ·-i. i!ball not ha~e ~t.her. issped ~ 'him tor i ·tera of.one· (1) 1~.-26· · 

· · Thf ~unv· excise~ ~1\fU8Jly leviea a tu:~ all taxable propert;J- a < 
.,· . -

· ;_ ,· ,.::f:_:c, .:._.,.. / + I ~ 

the 4..+.,,/;sufticieat to mailltdll· the separate schools :tn · the county. The' 
~-.; ' 1 -·J , .J I • ' 

board ot county commi:Ssi~ers prepares the estimate or needs tor the separate 

soboola:._ aiad the taxes are lnied and collected in the same manner as ot.her 
' 

taxea. t~ 40mty pUrpo1ea. But where a separate school is ma:i.Dtained. in an 
~,~ .. 

inde}>d~:t school district, the . board ci£' education of the . di~trict preparea 
' ; 

the s•arate school budget and subrlts it to the county excise board. Whe11 
If "' ., 

the separate school taxes a.re collected, they are paid over to the tr,asurer 

2' ; 
ll?!g.., 5-5. 

25 l!?Ja., . 5-10. 

26 . llwi~, 5-4. 
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of the board of ' educat1on t,:.: be expended according to the approved approprie

t10Jl8.-27 · 

Where a separate school is maintained in an independmt scl;w,l ·district, 
< ' ~ 

the bNrd of education of ' the independent district acts as the governing .. 1:Jo-.rd 
. ~ ~ 

ot the separate school. But where '. the county eeparate sch.oo1- are not loca,.. 

ted in an -imependent ·school ' distrl.ct, the,county.euperintendent.ot school.a 

uid the board ot counv·oomm1sm.oners combine to act ae .the' governing board 

of the separate IGhoola. ·. The ·county supei'i.Dtebdent of schools cont.i-acts nth 
and employa all teachers for the county separate schools • . · Warrants tor tea- · 

olWrit* salarlee mi for ~es or the separate s~ls ~e issued by the 

county al.erk and are coptersigued by the county·sUperintendent, and upon_re

po!'t of +.he eomtv nperlntend.ent the board of COUD~ commissioners deoide 

whtll . to ~t·"J)Q1'ate· school buildinga.28 

''MPV: ~te·§sml Ipproyemept.BoW . 
I'Jl, ol"4er to. purahase achool si tesj . erect school buildinge1 'purchase school 

turniture and fixtUres, make scbool build.11\g repairs, or make school site im

pt"oY~s. th8 board ot count7 commis&ioners may authorize elections to be 

bel4 tor the purpo1te · of approving the · borrowing of money and issuance of 

1::Jonda. 29 These bonds must be approved by three-fifths of the votes cast in 

the COWltJ"•wide e1ect1ob and ant to be knoWD 8.8 Oounty eepar&te school im

provemeat bonds.so They are subj~t to the constitutional. llmi~tiOll that pub

Uo boala cannot exc'eec1 f'ive P• cet (.5%) of the assessed valuation of prop. 

at¥ w1tt:4n the IIUD.icipallv- isBlling the bonda. 

27 TM_ · ..c1 · I:'. • ~·, ..,....,. 
28 · ·. · lBL!!·, 5-14. 

29 ~ •• 15-7. 

50 l!le.· 1 1'5-9. 
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After the bonds have been approved,, the board of county commisaioners 

proceeds wit.h the sale and iseuance of th8m 1n accordance with regulatiou 

set farth 1n Chapter V herein.SJ. 

The proceeds of the sale ot such county separate school improftalent bonda 

are divided betwec the 1ndependent school diatricta containing separate 

acboola and the board ot county eomi1sioners. . Expend1 t.ures of the bond pro

oeeds JBU1t be made •111 aecordanee wit.h the laws goveming &Dd. conta-olllng the 

11ek111g of like expeoditurea by boards of ~ti.on or 1Ddeptlldmt. school di&

tricte. n52 

Sl .I!?J!. , 15-12. 

~2 n14., 15-15. 



CHAPTER III 

THE IDARD OF F.:Dl)OATIOI 

' ' ' 
The governing body of a school district in Olclahoma i~ the qo,ard of edu-

' . . . -, .. -

cation of that school dist,riot.l The superintendent of sc~l~ ~~ the di&-

tri.ot acts as the cecutive otficer of the board ot education. 

The membership of the board ot education for~ independent school di&

trict in cich a city is located consists of one member .trom each ward of the 

city an4 one member from the district. territory lying 01.ttside ~ .city, . or 

one member floom thF: district at large if there is no outlying territory. The 
. . ' ' 

memt,_.,s are elected by the school district electors at large for terms ot. 

four years. If the city has .a. populatiOD. of less. than five thousand, the 

members are elected by the school district electol;"S of the respective wards 

and ouUyillg territory. 'fi,1e elections are held biennial,ly on the fourth Tues

day in Ma.rca.2 

In an in4ependmt school district in which no city is located, the board 

ot educatlon consists of five members tµ.ected by the district electors at 

large. M•bers are elected for terms ot .five yea.J;"s, and elections are held 

annually on the. fatrth Tuesday in March to elect the aucceasor of the mem

ber whose term is expir1ng dur:lng the Cln"r81lt year.5 

The board ot education ot a dependent school district has three mem)>ers 

elected by the school cU,atri~ electors of the district at large. Each mem

ber is elected for a term of three years,_ aDd annual elections a.re hEU.d on 

1 10 Q.. !• .§:s;eR. 1!49. 4-6. 

2 ~ •• 4-7. 

5 .ll!H·, 4-8. 



16 

the f'ourth Tuesday in March to elect the .successor of the member whose term 

is c:pi.rillg ·duriDg the carrent year.4 

It-~ iDdep~t schoc,l ciistrict is. located withill a city ha~ a ,pop

ulation of fi~ thouaand or more and a charter form of govemm,nt, t,lle ·nll!D

~ and manner of -1.ectuag the .members of the bo'1'(l of ed~t1oa ·'11l&y, be provi

ded for 1n the charter of that. city. If the -provisions ot the char.tar di.ffer 

f'J:'om the ,provision• of the statutes, th~ provisions of the charter apply-. 5 

The county.trea~~ ia the tl"e~aurw of all school distriote, except 

that th~ board of education of indepem~t .districts·may appoint a looal 

~surer of that diatr.lct. 1'}lere a local treasµrer is appointed, he must 

give a SUJ!"ety bond before _ta]d.Jlg Qf'fice. 

The powe:rs of a board ot; ~ucation in Okl.$homa are set forth in detail. 

The t• general powers are to m~e rules and regulatJ,.Qas governing .the~ 

and the school: s;rstem ot the district, these rules not to conflict with the 

law o-r requiJ'emeats of. the state Board of Education, and to operate .a complete 

public school system as they believe best suited to the ne.eds of the school 

d1etr1ot.6 The other powers set forth are specific authorizations to pertora 

certai,n actions in caJ.Ty'!ng out the program. 

Regular meetings of the boa.rd are held the first Monday of each month and 

special. • .eetings are called as they become necessary. 7 

A president and a vice-president of the board of education are elected 

by the board trom its membership for a term of one yeu. The president is tA> 

4~, 4-9 • . 

5 !els•, 4-lO. 

6 11?.S4., 4-22. 

7 ll?Ja., ~2S. 
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preside at the meet1ngB,.. appoint committees, and sign all warrants ordered by 

the board of education to be dram upon the treasurer for. school aioney. The 

vice-president is to pcform the duties ot the president in his absence. 8 · 

The boa.rd a1SQ elects a clerk who is to keep a record of' theproceedinge 

of the bo~, take eharge or the district books, and countersign all ' warrants 

dram on school mone)'S. The cla:rk may be & member of tlJe boara of education 

oi- he may be !ill outsider; however, he cannot be a superintendent.· 'principal.~ · 

instructor, or teacher employed ·by the board. A auretv bond of ·not less tha1l 

$1,000 is required of the clexk~9 

Expenditures by a board of ·ec112cation are .limited to, five' hundred 'dollai's · 

($500.00) without ·a lffi.tteri. contract, and i1o contract for erection.of or !m

provemcts to a public building involving an expendit1*'e .of more than one :tl101a

aanr1· dollars ($1,ooo~oo) 11J.8:T ·be made except ·upon sealed proposals · and to the ' 

lowest responsible bidder.lo 

A board or· educ:at1on ~ not lnake a contract with any of its members or 

with my buaine&a concern 1n which a member or one 0£ his immediate familt o\VlMi 

a substantial irrterest.ll 

. 'The state Eeminer - tnspector shall examine the 'books a1'1d accounts re-

lating to the public i'unds of any schoa1 district on written directive of the . 

Gov'ernor, on ltt"itte'n request of the State ·Board of F.ducatlon, or on petition 

in writing signed by one hw,ired legal voters or by twenty..:.five per.cent of 

the legal 'VOters, whichever is less, of ,the s'chool district.12 

8 Ibid., 4-24, 25, 26. 

9 ~ •• 4-24, ;27. 

10·~, 4-28. 

ll ' 
· ~., 4-29. 

12 nJ4., 4-Sl.A. 
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The ooard of education must make an a,2J1:uv.l statistical and financial re

port to the Sta te Board of Eduoation. The statistica.l report is made as of 

June ,!,0th. These reports are to be filed with the State Board of ID:tucat.ion. 

as soon as informatiOID is available following the ef'fective date o:t the re-, 

ports. A copy of ea.ch such report ia .tiled in the office of th~ county supei,.. 

in.teQdent of school••lS. 

All atu:lent activity ~s in, the school district are to . be controlled . 

by the~ of education. ~e 'board makes the regulations affecting the col ... 

lec;ttlig ami , expemli tllre of s'Uch funds and provi4es for an ~ual audit of eiuch 

f\mds.1, 

It i• not mandatory ibr the boa.rd of education of a school district to · · 

carry inn:rance on schOOl dist.riot property, but the' board is authorized to 

in_.e s,nr or .U, of ,the. seh,ool buildings and property or other tangible a:ad 

ins'lll"able assets owned by- the school district. Any mone79 recovered fl:ooin such · 

inaurance a.re to be deposited. ·by the treasurer and accounted for in a special: 

accomt. These moneys. are to be used solely to rebuild,. · repair, or replace · 

the property damaged or. destroyed. If tb.e board of education resolves that 

t:i:-., are not needed, they will be consi4ered income from sources other tbaD 

ad val.arEm tax and credited to the general tund ' of the school district.15 



CHAPTIB IV 

SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGE'TS :JU) LEVIES 

The bmget, or estimate of needs, is prepa.red by the board o.t' education 

of each school district not later than the · first day of March of ,~i ch year. 

The board prepares :,m estimate of the amount of money which will be required 

to be raised by sd valorem taxation for the support of the schools in that 

district during th~ msuing fiscal yea.r.l 

It a levy of fi.a mills on the assessed valuation of property within the 

acbool diatriet is not sufficient to meet the estimate of needs, .the board of 

educati~ will have to determine the a110mt of excess levy necessary to ~se 

the required aJllC':>tllt. They will then prepare an itemized s~tement sho'lfinl 

•(l) the 81DOmt estimated to be on band at the end of the ~ur
:rent · fiscal yeu, .and (2) the eetimated income fr'.om sources other 
than ad valorem ~tion inclucUng the apportionment o.f . income from 
the common . school ,fund based upon the distribution of the next pre,.:. 
ceding year and aball also make out an itemised estimate necessar;y 
for the current expenses . tor such ecbool district for the ensuing 
.t'iecal :;y9ar, together wi,th the •ount necessary for a sinking fund 
sufficieat to pay at maturity~ bonded indebtedness coming due on 
6111" bonds issued by the school. di.atr.tct and the aaount necessEl.?'y to 
pay the interest coupons ·tsU:tng due :on such outstanding bonded in-
4ebtedness and the aJIOUDt neeess~ to pay installments on judgments 
and interest on such judgmeJits~ "2 · . . 

'l"llis estimate must be publimed in i;;. daily newspaper for ·four consecutive 

issues or in a weekly newspaper for two .conseeuti ve it.sues . The depen:lent 

school dietriet 1s not requil'ed to publish the ·estimate if it is read ut the 

annual meeting of the school district e1&etora ,and after approval is filed 

with the C<*nty superintendent of schools. The election .to vote upon the 

amount of excess levy is held on the fourth Tuesday in March at the same time 

the general school election is held. 

l 70 .Q.. .§.. 13a. lHi, 4-40. 

2 12£ • .s:u. 
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The county excise board or the board of educm:tion of the· school district 

mq- call. a special election for tm · ·purpose of voting an exces·s levy if it is 

necessa1"7.s 

The board of eduoation of an independent school district meets on the 

first Monday in 11117 and the board of education ot a dependent school · dis

tr:lct meets on the 98Q:)nd· 'l'llesday 1n July to prepare, in wr1t1ngi a financial 

statellEli.t showing the fiscal condition ot the school district as ·of the close 

of the previous fiscal year and aa itellised 'staiement of estimated needs tott 

the '•rrent year and ~obable income from aou.rees other than ad valorem tax. 

The estimate must show by -classes {l) the amounts necessary for current -~ 

peilsee, · (2) ·the amomt reqUired by law to be .provided for sinking fund purpo

ses• a-1 (3.) the probable income from sources otb,er than ad valorem: taxes. 

The tin.aacial statement ·ant· estimate are published ' in some newspaper within 

the di:•trlct, in one issue, if published in a weekly newspap~, and two conse

cutive ias1111s, if publi'ehed in a. daily newspaper. · If there is no newspaper 

publiah.t within the school dietrict, a copy of the statement an:l estimate is · 

pr»ted ·.-~ five public p1aces ~ the district. Tbe financial statement and 

est.biate are filed ·with the cotlllt.y excise board not later than lul.y 25 for a 

dependent school district and not later than July 30 for an i~ent school 

dietrtct.• 

MW9ideitioaa 
The est1ma tes approved by the coun;ty excise board are called appropria-

tions. a.ml each item of appropriation is the esttmate Jlade and approved for a 

speeU'ic purpose. 

5 le£. _gll. 

4 68 Q.. ·J.. 1941, 286. 
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The appropriations for boarde of education of independent school districts 

are itordzed as follows& 

(l) R.Administration," incl.wing all salaries and wages for the clerk and 

treasurer and clerical empl-oyees wherever employed in the district, _posta.ge, 

telephone tolls and service, telegraph, inter-office communication systems; 

compensation or p.b.x. operators, i:iool.t expense, all litigation expense inclu

ding attorney- fees, legal publicationt3 and published notices, insurance, pre

mium on surety company bonds, election expenses, cost or enum.eration (school 

census); 

(2) "Teaohing·Salarles,• which includes all aalaries and allowances to 

the instructional st.a££ of teachers, 81.lpervisora~ principals., superintendent, 

and inatructors'; whether on whole or part-time basisJ 

(S) "Supplies," meaning aJ.l . adm:Lnistrative and instructional items and 

articles consmed with use and necessary to the adequate functioning of the 

achoo!, including library aippliea but not libr,u-y books; 

(4) •Equ1pmet,• items am articles not consuaed with use but only dimin

ished in ·Talue with prolonged use• but not permanootly attached to any build-

1ng, including office, laboratory, and instructional equipment, devices, and 

instrumeats,. library and library books, inter-unit communications end trans

portation eqaipment1 tut not including equipment f'or tr~portri.tion of pupils; 

(5) •Plaat Operation, 11 which shall include light, power, fuel, Vlater, 

janitors and caretakers salaries, all sanitary supplies and equipment, stock

room and inter-unit distribution services, inter-unit dra.yage, provided eXt

press and freight charges on purchased articles shall be deemed part of the 

co.-t of such articles and so charged; 

(6) "Maintenance,• to equipment above described, but not to equipment for 

tranaportat10cn of pupilsJ 



22 

(7) "Auxiliary .Act1vit1e$1 11 inclooing only cost of supplies, expenses~ 

and compen&.<ttion of doctors, denti~ts, and nurses in health s~c~, and ex

pases or operating ceafeterias, . thrift banks, book ·stores, and print shops, 

.until .othen.dse .provided by :la:w; 

(8) "Re.al P.ropert1~s," whiifu incl.udes new buildings, ~ew. equipl1.ent perma

nmtly affixed to. ·buildings., sites, .. g.roun:Is, · and appurtenances to grounds, in

~uding :,.l~ewalks,. fences, and the .like, speeial improvement. assessments s.uoh 

as paving., e.tc., but the estimated coat and nature or purpose ot each new build

S.,n~ shall be clistincitly a.nd separately stated; 

( 9) ,,UplcE>ep, • inc1lli.ing nll:,· necessary expense of upkeep, repair, : replace

ments, mai ntfllance1 , remodeli.ng and :µnprovement ·to real properties, . rentals oµ 

builJling13 and s;tes not. owned, provided that wreckage and reconstruction of 

a building is mt ~eluded but is ~lassed as a new building; 

(10) •Transportation Equipnept," .meaning only new .vehicles, trucks or 

buses for t+-anaportation of pupils to and from school but not repairs or re

placements to these .tr-uclcs or buses1 

(ll) , "Transportation .Operati<?U," salaries and wages for .drivers to trans

port pupils to and from school, insura.nce ·1n relation to transportation .equip

ment whethe~ owned or leased, incloo.ing llabili t;y and indemnity inalll""clice, tll 

repairs and replacements in whole or in part, operation and upkeep costs in

oll.ding fuels, oils, .. md compensation of repairmen, rental of vehicles, trucks 

or buses, and contr.1.cts with private owners of such vehicles to ·operate pupil 

traneportation lines.s 

A dependent school dietriet•s appropriations a.re itemi~ed much the same 

as those for an independent di~trict. However, there are some differences. 

5 68 .Q.. ~. !!lm· ~ 289. 
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The items for the dependent district are& 

.(1) •Administra:tion," same 4s for an independent district except no sal

aries :for an,.y- purpose, nor bond premium,. nor election expenseaJ 

(2) "Teaching Salaries,• including all salaries and allowances of tea.

ohers, principals• SlJl)Elrintendents, ' and instruct,ors,.· whether on 'a whole or 

part-time be.sis; 

(5) •Supplies•" same as for an independent district; 

(4)' "Equ:ipment." same: as for an independent district; 

(5) "Plaat Operation," · same· as for an independent districtJ 

(6) "Maintenance;" same as for an independent districtr 

(7) "Auxiliary Activities," including ·only the· cost of supplies, er,)ensea, 

and compensation of doctors; dentists, and nurses employed in heal.th services; 

(8) "Real ·Properties,• which inclw.ee new sites, new buildings, and new 
equipmt11t affixed. to or inoluded in buildings arid grounds, however voters :ot 

the distri.et must authorize suoh expenditures as prpvided by lalJJ 

(9) •Upkeep," same· as for ' an independent school districtJ 

(10) "Transportation· F.quipnent~' same a.s for an independent districtJ· 

(ll) "Transporta~on Operation," same a.s for an ibdepend~t d:istrict.S 

The board of education does not have to keep its accounting records b,- · 

the foregoing' subdivisions if it desires to keep them by 110ile other classifi

cation. The State Department ot Education may require a report of expendi

tures to fu:m.l.sh it ,with the necessary s t atistical information, but ·such report 

muat not be inconsistent with the above class1£1cation... · 

1'he s ecretary of the ·oount;y exciso board certifies each appropriation to 

the clerk and the treasurer of the board of education. The clerk and treasurer 

6 W.• .Qi. 
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open acco\llts for the amotmt of es ch item of Gpp:ropri:1tion, showing the purpose 

for which the item 1s appropriated, and the date, ntaber, and amo1.mt of each 

warrant drawn against the appropriation. No warrant or eerti.fiea.te of 1.ndebt

edness can be 1asued against any appropriation for a purpooe other than that 

tor which the ll)propr1a.tion was made1 or in excess of the amount of the appro

pr1atioa.7 

§gppl;9gtal Appropriatioge 

When there is a surplus ot revenue, the board of education may ask the 

county excise board to approve a supplemental appropriation. '!he board sub. 

aita a tinanc1al statEDent show:1.ng the school distriet•s true fiscal condi

tion as at the close of the month next preceding or as of J',me 20th preceding 

the date of fil.1ng. Also, they sulmit a statement of the amount and purpose 

for whiah each proposed supplemental appropriation is to be used. The firum

cial statenent shall show the amount of cash in the treasur,y, the amount of 

taxes in process of collection, the amount of the mcollected portion of the 

estimated income other than ad valorem tax as fixed by the excise board for 

the clZ'rent fiscal year, the amomt of warrants outst.:iI1ding and an estimate 

of tie interest accrued and accruing tJ:iereoD, the amount of unexpended balance 

of all appropriations for current !3X);>ellSe purposes, and the surplus in revenue 

in each flmt. 

If this t'lnancial. statement correctJ.y shows a surplus in revenue in BXl7' 

.f'tm4 availab1e for current expenses, the excise lx>ard may approve the supple

metal appropriations to an amount not to exceed such surplua.8 

7 68 .Q.. ,i. lii1, 299. 

8 ~-, 292. 
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Expenditures 

School. district mone75 are eJq>ended or disbursed in the same manner as 

moneys of other subdivisions of the county. The law requires that •a11· public 

f1mlla of aJJ:y county or of any sublivision thereo£ shalJ. be disbursed only in 

the payment of legal warrants, bonds• and interest coupons.•9 

When purchases or contracts agrlnst budget appropriation accounts are in-

.. curred• they . must be·. submitted to the clerk ot the board of education who cer

tifies that ·there is an unencumbered appropriation sufficient to cover the 

purchase order or contra.ct. No purcha.se order or contract ls valid unless 

signed and approved by the purchasing officer ·and certified by the clerk.· .. 

The clerk ot the board of , educ.:ition is required to keep a record in which 

shall ba kept an E:ocact a.coount of each appropriation as made by the county ex

cise board. The ' amount and pUl"pOOe of each purchase order or contract fa 

charged against the appropriation, and the balance after snc.h charge is deduct

ed constitutes the unencumbered be.lance ava.ilable. 

When the cl.aim is presented to the board, a warrant is issued in payment. 

Warrants, bonds, and interest coupons are nunbered consecutively in the order 

issued on each flild, beginning with nmber one, and a new series is commenced 

each tiac:,l year.10 
•Each and nery warrant or certificate of indebtedness must 

be drawn aga!nst a. specific appropriat1o~ or a specific amount au
tbo.rized ·1,y a lx>nd issue for such purpose. As soon as se.id war
rant, certificate of indebtedness or bond is issued, the same shall 
be 'at once signed and attested and .forthwith delivered by the offi
cer attesting the same to the treasurer of !ii county or subdivision 
thereof; issuing the same ror registratiGn.• · . 

9 62 Q.. ~- 1941, 4'11. 

10 ~., 472. 

11 ~., 474. 
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The tre,a.surer of an independent school district or the county treasurer 

regiaters the warrant, c~tif'icate of indebtedness, or bond in the wa.rri111t reg

ister by enter.tag therein the number, the .~te, the name of the payee, the fUrJd 

upon whi-Ch it is dram and the a.!IIOµnt, "?Jld then the treasurer writes on the . 

warrant, the date of registrnt4,.on, hi.a name and official t~tl.e. IINo warrant, 

certificate of indebtedness or bond shall be a valid charge lllltil registered 

by the ,treasurer of the mun,ieipali ty' isSlling the same." Warrants bear intereet 

at the legal rate .a:fterregiatration; unless the tre~urerma.$e the warrant 

"payabl.e. • · When the · treasurer has money on ruuid tD pq wan-ants duly regj,&

teredt hepublishee notice thereof ·in a nenpaper o-r poets notice. in fiv~ pub

lic places. Interest on warrants ceases. thirt7 days after the da~ of publ.1:

ce.tion ar poet.1.ng ot notice.12 

I~ is .unlawtul for aJrf. officer of ~ school district to issue, approve, 

sip• or register a. warrant ·or ·eertil'icate of inQebtedness in excess of the 

be.lance of the e,pro~ appropriations for S"1ch s®OO]. district. Such warrant 

issued in excess or the approved appropriatiour is not a charge of the school 

dlst:rict ,but ma7 be collected by ciT.ll action from the ot',f'icer or otflce:i-s 

issuing 1t.15 

It is also lJ'lla.wrul for the board of education of any school district to 

make my contract for f!IJ.y imebtedne.ss against their school district in an 

amomt greater than the unexpended balance of the approved appropriations for 

such school district. The contract. i.t made, is mentorcea.ble against the 

school distrl,ct, but mq be collected by .civil action from the officer or 

12 62 Q.. :§. 119e.2. ~ 475. 

13 S2 2.• S. ~ 477. 



officers incurring it.14 The officer making such contract is removed from 

office for wUrul maladm:inistrat1on.15 
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Any' unencunbered balances on the appropriation and expendittre records 

on Jme 30 may remrdn as a credit for th:'lt fiscal year until September 30. 

The officer who keeps the appropriation and expend! ture re~rds -Of the school 
. . 

district must during July advertise in a newspaper notice in the following 

fora: 

Public Notice 

ill persons having an irdebtedness or claL.t1 against -------- are 
. .school District 

herebr notified that a claim, purchase order, or contract must pe recorded in 

the office of ------- Cl~ on or before September so, 19_, . covering 

all debts now unpaid and incurr~ during the . period bep nning on lul:y' l, 19_ 

and endine on. June so, 19_ or said account shall be void and forever ~. 
~ ' ' ·. . . . ' - . ' '. . . 

- · · Clerk or Encmbering orr1cfuJ.B 

However, no nw indebtedness may be incuned during 1U,1.y, !11gW1t• and September 
~ i . . 

chargeable to the appropriation accounts of the imm~tely Jn:eceding fiscal 

year. 

warrants issued by a school_ district becOJl8 due one year after the cle>se 

of tm tacal year for which they were iasued. If no., action is oomroenc~ to 

collect the warrant within five years from the due date, the wE\.!Tant is 

barred. 17 

14 62 Q. • .§.. ~ 479. 

15 62 .Q.. l• ~- !ti!, 310.5. 

16 ll?ii·· 310.4. 

17 62 .Q.. ~. 1iQ. 482. 
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School Dl,s;tn.ct Leyie,s 

The Constitution .ot the State of Oklahoma establishes the amount of ad . 
val.OJ"eDl taxes which a school district may r~eive. The general ad valorE111 l&-. . ' ' 

vy 1s fifteen (:15) mills on the dollar £or any , ~bl~. year~ This ~,unt is 

apportioped between the county, city and school distri~t by .the ~un~ excise 

board. ,The m1nimlin amount which may be apportioned by the excise ~ai,i tQ tµ~ . . 

school dtetrl.ct . i• five mills, and 1 t may apportion more than five nd.lls. l~ 

I£ the fiTe mills vd.1:1 not be .r--Jiequate, the school district may by pro

per . el·ect,J.on wbich was described at , page 6 herein increase the levy for cur,. 

rea.t- school purposes by an amount not to exceed fifteen ·(15) mills. 

/~t19Zlal ad. va.lorem ta.x may be levied by the county excise board for 

the. p~e ot maintaining separate schools for white and colored children as 

followst . 

~. Two (2) mUJ.• may be levied on all property in the county for c~ 

reat e~s of the separate seh?<>l•J 

2,. One (1) mill may be levied on an ·property in. the c~nty for current 

~~s ":ttb.e separate schools upon certU'ica.tion of the need therefor· bf 

the~~ of the separate schoolJ . . . 

s. oae (l) . mill may be levied on all property in the county for tbe ac-
. ( ; 

qult1itioa of.attea. ~ . erectJ,~n of buildings tor separate schools upon oerti-
. . 

fication of the· ·need. therefor by the goYGr;dng 'l»ard of the separate school.19 

Fc,r the purpose ·o! erecting public. buildings in the school district, an 

a4dits.onal. £1•~ {6) mills may .be levied on the asses'sed va.l.ue of the taxable · 

property·ot the .school district. However, the rate of such increased leV'Y 

18 ·.Article ll., Qklahoma Constitution, Paragraph 10. 

19 IQ£.~. 
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an4 the purpose for which it is intended must be submitted to a. vote of the 

school district and receive a maJoriq vote.20 

For the purpose of erecting ·school buildings, the school district. may 

borrow money and issue bonds ruf described iii .·Cbflpter Y herein. .. Such borrow

ing is li111ted to five per cent ot the assessed valuation of ~ble properey

wi \h1D the di•trict. .Addi tiona.l levies · for ~ plll'pOae of paying the 1n1iereet 

and the · principal of 'such bon.ds are provided for at the time of ·~ ·bond 1 .. · .... 

{ 

20 Article I, ~ qpnstttution, Paragraph 10. 



CHAPTER V 

SCHOOL OOllDS AND SINKING FUND 

The board of education of a school district in Oklr::.homa, when it finds it 

necessary to extend the physical plant of the school district, can e:-:.:.ll an 

election to determine whether the sehool district electors desire to borrow 

money and issue bonds to finance p:ro~eed additions to the physical plant.l 

In the proclallation csJJ:lng the special elect.ion. the board names the 

8JIC>mt of bonds and the purpoee £or which they are to be issued. The PD1"

poses tor whioh these bonds might be issued are to purchase a ·school site or 

sites, to erector purchase and equip a suitable school building or buildings, 

to make repairs to an existing school building or bu:iJd:lngs, to purchase school 

furniture and f:tztures, or. to mclce improvements to any. school aite or sites.2 

Notice 0£ the time and place of. the special election must be given by publl

cation at lea'.st ten days before the appointed date tor the election.! The 

bonds must be approved by three-fiftha ot the voters voting at the spec1al 

elect.ton.4 

The maxim\111 interest rate the bonds may bear is six per cent per t:lDlllD 

with the interest being paid ·semi-annually.5 The bonds must be payable serial

ly with the first annual installment to mature not less th.an three years nor 

more than five years from the date of t)le bands.6 The f'inal installment must 

l 70 ,g,. !• .blm· ~ 15-2. 

2 ~., Al.S-1. 

S ms!•, 15-2. 

4 .· Di9.•, 15-5 & Article x, Oklahoma Qonat1.tut1on, Parag:E'&pb 26. 
5 . . . ; . 

10 .2.• !• ~- lW., ilS-J.. 

6 62 g_. A• .§mm.. ~ 555. 



be paid within twenty-five years from the date of the bonds. 7 

Before or at th.e time of issuance of .:the bonds, the board of education 

of the is~uing district is required to provide for the collection of an a.rmual 
~ sutticient to pay the interent and to pro-vide a sinking i'tmd f'or the pay-. 
ment of the principal of the bond.s.8 

· The bonds are. s igned by tp.-e· president, a.ttested by the clerk,. and regis

tered by th• treasurer . of the board of education. They must have a eertif!

cate attachei signed by the county clerk a.nd the county attorney stating that 

the bonds are i95ued pureuant to law and that the issue is within the five 

per cent conatl tutSon.tl d~bt l.im1 t. 9 The bonds urus t also be certified by the 

State Bond CommisaionerlO ~ have an a tta.ched certificate signed by the 

State Allli tor and the Attorney General declaring that the iaaue is wi th1Ji the 

debt lim1tatton and is iasU.ed pursuant to law.11 

If the .bond iaaue is $5,000 Ol" mol"e,, the clerk of the board~ educa'.tion 
'. 

isau:lng the bonds is required by law to give a t least ten days notice o't' the 

time u4. place when and whc-e bids will be receivedJ and also1 the clerk -sball 

publish this notice in a newspaper of ·general circulation in the district for 

two successive weeks 1f 1D a weekly paper or one week if in a da.il.y paper. 

The bon4s will. be aold to the bidder who will pay par and accrued interest, 

and who shall stipulate the lowest rate of interest which suoh bo11ds shall 

bear. Each bidder must aubnit with his bid a sum of cash or its equival.ent 

7 70 .Q.. !• .§mm,. !iii, AlS-1. 

8 ll?Ja., 15-4 .& Article X, Oklahoma. Consti tption, Paragraph 29. 

9 70 .2.• S. l!VJ?a• !liL 15-5 & .Article X. Oklahoma Oopsti tution, Paragraph 29. 

10 s2 2.• A• 1941,. 14. 

11 Article x, Oklabotpa Const1tut1ou, Paragraph 29. 
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equal to two per cent of the bid. If his bid is accepted, the deposit is ap

plied to the purchase price of the bonds, and the oonds are issued. However, 

if' the purchaser fails to pay the balance of the purchase pricewfth1n five 

deys after issu.a11ce o;f the bonds,, the sale ia annulled and the depoai t ·is re

tained by the bo~or·oo.ucatlon and credited to the. account tor:whieb ·such 

bonds are being issued. . All ·o~er deposits · are retu:med ~ the bidders. · The 

board~ education has the right to reject all bids and ·re~vertise the bonds 

fo-r ea1e.12 

No mem~er or the boa:rd of education or person, firm or co?'poratlo.n who 

represents the boaJ"(l o! edU4a:tion in the pr:-epa.re.tion or handling of such bond 

issue can ·b1d· tor or becom• the purchaser of the ·bonds. ~5 

It a·scbool distrl.ct is authorized to .tranaport pupils, it can become in

debted . to bu, tramportation equipnel'lt and issue lx>nds. These bond& muat ma,. 

ture within ten years ,from their date. of issue and must be within the debt li

mitation. 

Qbl1 raY:s D:?J:MI@ · 

Obligation bonds, or special assessment retirement bonds, ,may be aut~r

ized by the bo.-rd of education tor the purpose of •funding s:ny or all 0£ ma

tu:,ecl and outstanding special assessment obligations and the interest and/or 

penalti•a thereon. • .14 These bords are issued indeDQminat1ons ·~ $50.00 or 

any lllUl.tipl~ thereof, bear ,a maximun interest rate of six per cent, and mature 

serially in equal installments beginning not less than three years nor !'Jore 

than fiv.e years, a.f'ter the date ·of said bonds.15 

12 62 2.• s. ~ 554. 

ls Ibid.• 355. 

14 ~., 411. · 

15 le.£• .2!:tr,. 



No election is necessary to give the board of educati<>ll authority to is

sue such bonds,. but the board must publish notice of intention to authorize 

suoh issue at least ten dqs prior tc the date of the proposed auihoritia:tion.16 

The same provisions regarding the signing of the boxids, · their regfatra

tion, and the .certificate that they a.re within the constitutional debt 'limita

tion apply to obligation bonds as apply to .general school di&trict bonds. 

NP!dM !!all 
J.'hen a scllqol dutrict has issued bonds, it is required to create a sink.:.. 

1ng fund . am td ;levy QI1I1.U:.'\lly a sufficient t ,ax which together wi tb cash on · 

batit and. invest..r:ients ot s·~h fund will pay all the boiided' indebtedness of the 

district coming .due ®ring the follt,,wing yea, one yea..r*s interest on all out

standing .. bonds, and. a sum. equal to one third of the origihal 'amount of' all 

outst.mwUng JiZigmente ag~t-the district. 

16 . . . nw,., 412. 



CHAP'l'ER VI 

STATE AID AND MISCELLANEOUS REVENUES 

Under the state dA, to school districts equalization program the State 

Board of Jkiucation apportions and disburses tUDds to each s~bool district and 

separate school ot the state 1n crder that each district and separate school 
' . . . . ' . . 

can maintain a certain mini 11111 program ot education prescribed by law. Certain 

!tans of i.Jlcome to_ the school district are entitled "mini.mm program income," 

and the total of thie min.im\lD program income ia subtracted from the total cost 
' . ' ' . ' 

of the minimm program. The difference is the amount of equalization which 
. ' . . . 

will be provi~ed by t.he State. 

The county superintendent of schools, by July 25, . or as soon thereafter 

as practicable, fumiGhes. the State Board of Education with a prellmuary in

come sheet showing the items of income each district l'lill receive and other in

fonaation to enable the State Board to determine the amount of state aid for 

ea.ch di.atrtot. l 

When the State 13oar:<1 of Education has allocated the state aid rums, it 
certifies the amount to the OQmty clerk, treasurer of the school district> 

county superintendent of schools and district sup~tendent ot schools. The 

amomt ·Of •ch aid is added by the eoun,ty" clerk to the items ot eppropriation 

~ designated by the State Board Qt Fducation.2 The State Board also f'urnishee 

the Slate Auditor a cop7 or the a,pc,rtiommts 0£ f'unds and warrants are drawn 

by the State .Auditor on arder ot the State Board of Educatiqn through the 

1 70 Q.. ~- §.!rm. 1949, 18-41. 

2 ~-, 18-2. 



Direcu:>r of Finance. These wa:rrants are forwarded to tho councy treasurer who 

must within fifteen days cash the warrants and distribute the proceeds to the 

several school districts of the county. The amount of the proceeds is deposi

ted in the General Fund of each district.i 

The minimm program ·cost usoo 1n computing the amount of State F.qua.llzation 

Jid consists- 0£1 

1. Salaries ·of teachers accol'd1ng to the ss;Lary schedule ;;,.nd the nmiber 

ot teachers as prodded, excep1, that th!;, teachers must be employed _by tl).e school 

district for their salarJ to be included. •Teachers" includes the superin~ · 

dent, principals, librarians, nurses1 , oensu.s and attendance supervisors,~ 

instl"uctors tn clasSl"Oom~ 

2. •Al.l othei- legal. items -0, expenditures, exclusive ot sinking funds, 
teachers• ealarlu1 ti-aneportatioa, buHdings and 1:;ites a.t the rate 
ot twelve cents per, pupil per day in a~tend.mce d~ing the next pre,.. 
ceding year for all pupils in grades included 1n approved Junior and 
senior high .schools; and. tm ·cents per pupil per, dq for all pupUa 
in tA* elementtu-y grades in attdldance during the next preceding 
7fJS.rt provided ao school shall reeei ve less than One Hmdred Eimty
five Dollars ($185.00) per teacher per year for such pm,,oses.•4 

5. Transportation, according to the following scale• . where t."le average 

number ot 'l.egally transported pupils per square mile during the prec8ding year 

{a) Density less than .40, the State Board of Education make~ a spe- -' 

cial edJustment1 not exceeding the actual cost of transportat1011. 

• b .so, S1xty .. Six ,Dollars ($66.00) per year per pupil. · 
,c .so, n.tv Ilollar8 ($50.00} per ~ per pupil. 
d l.o, .Thirty-Bev-en l>ollars ($31.00) per year per pupil. 
e 2.0 ,to 2.99, '!'hi. rty-.,.One DoU~a (tSl.OO) pel" year per pupil. 

3.0to 3.991 Twenty...Mght Dollars ($28.00) per yea%' per pupil. 
g· ,.o to 4.99.- Twenti.Jlive Dollars ($25-.00) per year per pupil. 

· h 5.o to 1.99, 'l'wen'Q"-Three Dollars ($23.00) per year per pupil. 

5 ~--· a..:i • 
. 4 ~~. 18-4. 



· Iii 6.0 to 6.99, Twenty-One Dollars ($21..00) per year per pupil • 
J 7 .o to 7 .99, Nineteen Dollars $.19.00 .·. per year per pupil. 

. k a.o or . more, Thirteen I>oll~s L1a.s~ool per y~;;r per pupil • . 
1 A district oo:rrection £1gure shall be determined py dividing 

the cost of transportation in the distrlct for the past~. (9) years 
by the Minimm Program for trcl.Ilapo'l'tation for the past nine (9) years 
a.s calculated by the State Board of Education. F..ach succeeding yearta 
cost an4 Mil11mun Program, respectively, £or an additional year, shall 
be used in determining a ·pemanent county correction figure. The co~ 
rection figure shall not exceed 1.25.nS 

(m) In districts with a density bet ween .50 and 2.0 the per pupil per 

year allowance is , ca.lcul.a:ted to the nearest dollar correspontiing to the actual 

. densi tJ of the . district. 

(~)The~ tranapor:iatiOJl program is foUDd by multiplying the 
. . . ' ~ . . . ' : . ' 

average number or pupils transported daily by the appropriate amoun,t per P\loo:' 

pU set out above. The average nmber or pupils per square mile is found 
. . . . ' ' 

"by dividing the ·nm~ ·l.eg~ transported pupils living in.aide . 
thedatri'ot plus the nmber of 1~: t.rsnsported .pupils li~ 

'outsiile the district by the area ' s~ed .wi thi'1 th~ di,.'3tr1ct plua 
the area served by the district for transferred pupils as ®lcu-
1.ated by the state Board' of BiucatJ.on~•6 ·. .· . 

4. For the purpotJe~ of state aid computations, a full term of ~cbool con

sists of ten school montha 'in which school has been in 'session at least 180 

' days. 

The miniml.lll program income of the school district consists ott 

l. A levy of fifteen mills actually made by a school dis~ct. For sepa

- rate schools a le-r/ of two o.nd t,1enty-fiTe ·one-hundredths (2.25) mills actual

ly made in b.Jly' county. Ten per cent may be deducted for ~elinquent taxes. 
! ! • 

2. State apportionment. 

5. Collll'Q" a.pportiomnent. 

4. Gross Production Tax. · 

s le£ • .W• 

6~. -~ 
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5. Intangible Tax · 

These last four items shall be ninety per cent of the amount actuall.7 

collected from each durin& the preceding fiscal year calculated on a per capi

ta basis on the particular unit used in distributing each item. 

e. Basic aid allocated by the State Board of Education. 

7. Auto License and Farm Truck Tax actual collections during the prece

ding year calculated on a per capita average daily attendance basis. 

8. Transfer fees in the amount required by law to be appropriated by the 

sen41ng district far the benefit of the receiving district. 

9. Any other revenue which can be legally estimated by the councy excise 

board, •except SUl'1)1Us cash and taxes in process of collection, tuition fees 

from pupils or their parents or guardians, state assistance and reimbursements 

for special programs, Federal grants of aid and reimbursanents.•7 

In calculating the teachers• salarles and tbs nmber of teachers £or the 

ld.Dimm program cost a rather detailed schedule ia followed. The schedule baa 

a divia1.on for certain college 10nc, for various degrees and for increases for 

...&dzdatrative work. The m.intmm salary allowance is $11 500 and the maximum 

is $2,400 per sohool term plus teaching experience increments and administra

tive incsremeat s. The schedule for the number ot teachers is based upon the 

nmber of pupile in the district. 

The Basia Aid for school districts am separate schools is $12.50 multi

plied. by the legal average daily attenc:k.nee of the previous year. To be eli

gible for Basio Aid the school district must have had a legal average daily 

attendance of thirteen or more during the preceding yetJ:r, maintain twelve 

7 l!g£. 9.U. 



years of inatruction and levy twenty mills for school PUl"POses. A separate 

school is required to lev)" three mills for school purposes. 8 

The legal average daily attendance or a school district incl\lies the pu

pils who are legal residents of the distrtct ·and those who have~ legally 

transferred to it. It does DOt incl.me out-of-at.ate pupUs, or .those who are 
. ' 

twent7-ozair years of age Oil· Septmber :f'irst or tho•e who are not six years of 

age on lcwEDber first of that· sehool year .. 

Beto're the state aid fullds are pd,.d, the botU'd of education mu•t file 

\rl. th the State Board of Education . an itemised ac;count ·Of expe'Odi tu:res made 

from all 'funds except sinking funds and baildjng fums dtll"ing the preceding 

fiscal year, and the district budget filed with the State Auditor.mwst show 

that the appropriations of the district plus. the state d.d nil enable it tQ 

maintain the miD!Jaun program. 

bate Schoo1 lal 
A permanent school fund for the ccnmon school~ o£ ·0kla.hc?ma is established 

by th~Ccmstitutioil. This.fund is CQBIPOSed of 

•all proceeds or ·the sale 0£ public: laDda tbat have her$tofore been 
or may be hereat.tar given by the ln.i ted States for ibe use and ben.e
ttt or the CODIII01l scboo1s of thi:• State. all such .per centm as inq 
be granted by the United States on. the sales of public lands, the 
sum of five million dollars appropri~ted to the State tor the use 
and benefit .of .the commoa schools in lieu or sections sixteen and 
thirtJ'-eb:, and other laada of the India Territory, the proceeds of 
all property that shall tall to the State for common schools not oth
erwiae appropriated by . the terms of the gifts, and such other appro
priations, gifts, or donations as shall be made by the Legislature 
tor the beast! t of the eommoa scboo1a. •9 . 

"The interest and income of the permanent school fund, the net 
i.nQome troa the leasing of public lands which have been or nay be 
granted by the United States to the State for the use and benefit 
of the common schools, together with any revenue derived from taxes 

8 11?.ts·, 18-5. 

9 Article XI, Olc:laboma Copstitµtlop, Paragraph 2. 



authorized to be levied for SllQh purposes, ;,md any other sums which 
may be added tbereto by law,•l.0 

are to be used each year for the benefit of the common schools and are appor

tioned to the school districts of the State in proportion to· the school popu,.. 

lati.on of the diatrl.cts. · 

The Cammiseioners of the .!,,and Office apportion the income accruing from 

the pemanent school .fund eacll month• and the money is paid over· to the ooun.

t;t-ee ot the s~te within fifteen days following the close of each month,ll 

Th.is apportionment to each county is made in proportion to the limber ot chil-

dren wer the age of eix years am under the age of tvrenty'-one years who re,. 

side in such county ~f! shown by the last annual report. of the county super:i.n

tenden t of scp.ools. 

The comty tra""l.surer, upon receipt of th!'.: check from the State Treasurer, 

apportions the funds to the various school 'districts of the county.12 

~ License Tax 

Ninety-five per cent (95%) of all license fees 1:llld penalties collected 

by the Oklahoma Tax Commission from the r egistration of "trucks used exclusivo

ly for •tarm use• and for which farm truck tags are issued, nnd automobilae• 

are apportioned monthly to the county in which the money tMS collected, for 

the support of the CODRnon sehoo1s of the county. Tb.is money is rood tted to 

the county treasurer and is apportioned by him ta .the school districts on the 

basis of the average dail7 attendance capita as certi.t1e4 by the county svper-

1.D.tendent .of · sci.hoola. · Prerequtai tes to recei:d.ag the apportionment of lioenae 

tees by the counq treuurer are that 

10 lJ?!4.•, Paragraph s. 

ll 70 lt• ,1 • .§mm • .li§.,. 614. 

12 1144.' 615. 



•the maJori ty school distriot mates au ad , valorem tax levy of twenty 
(20) mills, and ·the separate schools of a. oounty make an ad valor
em tax levy of at least three mills (S), tor the C\ll"rent school 
;rear, and had an average daU7 attendatloe of thirteen (15-) ,or more 
pup1la during the next1rceding year and is maintaining twelve . (12) 
years ot inatruction~ 1' · · · 

it'P•a Jnd!srYPA ls 
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A gross productton tax of fl ve per cent ( 5%) is levied in Oklahoma upon 

the 'Al.lie of production qf oU, natural gas, ca.singhead gas, asphalt, and 

OJ"eB bearing 1-d, id.nc, gold, · ailv.ar or copper. One tenth · (l/16) of the 

amount collected from the county 1n which the mberal w-as produced is paid 

to the county treasurer who apportions it to the school districts of the coun

ty on·average dail.y atteadanoe per capita. distribution bisis. The same pre

requisites as. are required for the Auto License Tax apply to the Gross Pro

duction Ta:x.14 

JIil E§ta:ts Mor:tu&!· ll'E 

. A tax .V8.J."1ing from two cents to ten cents per hundred dollars ie colleotecl 

on real estate mortgages. The piooceeds of this tax are distributed by the 

oomty treuurer 

•at the time of the collection of ordinary taxes of the state, coun
ty., cities, to1fll8, villages or school districts •.•• , in the same 
ratio an4 proportion as taxes .collected from other sources, said: 
tax being levied for the aame purposes that ad valorem taxes are 
led.eel and collected. •• •15 . 

Ia~ble personal ,propert;r, i.ncl\lling cash, bonds, stock•, accounts re-

ceinble, etc., is taxed in Oklaboma at two m,Uls per dollar of assessed valua

tloll for cash and amwitieaand fowmills per dollar of assessed valuation 

11 '! ~--!• ~ 1949, 22.2. 

14 a,~. -1· -.llm!.· ~ ,21-. 

15 68 .i•· 1· !IA, ll.8l.. 
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tor other intangible personal. property. 'Thia tax is collected .by the comty 

treasurer, ~ad one-half of it is b-/ bim aJ)pOrtioned to tho comm.on schools. 

This apportioment is made on a per capita basis, baaed upon the number of 
. 

children of scholastic age 1n each and every school district in the county.16 

Rpral Electric Tax 

A tax of t-wo per cent of the gross receipts derived from the sale and 

distribution of electric energy is levied on all cooperative, non-profit, mem

bership corporations organized and operating as a rural electric cooperative. 
• ' t . . '. ' 

The tax is collected by the Oklahoma Tax Oommieaiou, and ninet7-'.five per cent 

(95%) of it is ap~oned to the CO\lllty treasurer 

•accarding to the proportion which the nmbe:r of miles . of electrl
·-1 diatribution lines of such co-operative 1n sueh counv bears' 
to the ~ nunber of miles of such lines owned and operated by 
such co-operative within the state.wl7 

The . county . tl"ea.surer , apportions the amount of tax which he receives to 

the.vuiou.smool' d1stt1.cts in· the caant;y according ' to the proportiom 

"wr.J.eh ·th.e number or miles -of -such lines owned and opera ted there-
in respect!~ by the remitting co-operative bears to the total 
number ot ' m:il.es of suah line!a owned and operated by the remitting 
~peratiTe :1n the county.• . 

16 68 g;. i?• .Jmm. 1949. 1502.-

17 68 .Q.•-A• . .§mm • .!ti!, . 866. . · 

18 ~-, 865-. 



CB.APTER m 
ILLUSTRA'l'IOR OF SCll)OL DISTRICT BUDGET 

The preparation of the budget is the greatest single probl.aa of an account

big or reporting nature which contronts tbe board or educat.ioa. Its prepara

tloD i.s ueually supervised b;y an accountant • . 

The budget form u preaeribed by the State Eram1ner and Inapect.or oon.

tdaa the following exbibi taa 

Exhibit& "A-• •21,• and "B.• Ceneral. ReYenue Accounts Covering Previous Fis
cal Year 

1. Cash Prior Accounts .. A" General Fund .Accounts 
2.. Current Fund Accounts •u • Transfer Funds 

•B• Building Fund 

Exhibit •en Operating Cash Flmds Authorized or Required b,y Law for Fiscal 
Year F.ndiug June 30, 19- (Previous Fiscal Year) 

ExhiM t •ptt MisceJ.lp..neous Revenue 

Emib1 t •zr Transfers '"Receivable• From Other Districts (W.scell.anec,us Revenue:) . 

Exhibit •a• Sinking Fund Cash Statement and Bal.ance Sheet 

E:mibi t "11" Assets of the Bu1l4:1ng and S:l n1r1ng Pmds Other 1'ban Cash and Tu 

llhibit wtt• Prepaid Judg,aenta 

Exhibit •r lu:Igaen.t Indebtedness, June Z50, 19- (Current Year) 

Extdbtt.. ~ Detail of All BoDded Indebtedneea outatanding· AB ot lune so, 19-
(Cml'fl1t Year), With Jfeeds tor .Annual Accruals Thereon, With Beed.a 
tor Interest Fam1ngs Accrued and Acc:ru1ng Thereou 

Exbib:lt •• Est.imate ot Heedg t'or the rtsou.l. tear &!ding Jtme SO, 19- {Next. 
Fiscal Year), f'or Current Expsee; and Report for Prior Year 

EmUd. t "IIP Constitutiona1 - Bld.lding Fund 

Emlbi t -.0-1 • Jfext ft.seal Year Pre-Homestead Sinldng Ftmd Estimate Made and 
Approved (Old) Affects Holllesteada 

Exhibit "MG-2" Next Flscal Year Post-Homestead Sintr:lng Fund Estimate Made and 
Approved (Bew) Homesteads Not Affected 

Exhibit er Trallsfera Payable 

Exhibit •Q• Statistics Containing Factors for Determining Apportionment Ra
tios and Aid Grants 
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Exhibit nRPn Proof of Rehabil1tat.lon (Work Sheet Only - Not Required} 

Exhibit •a• SmuDary Recapitulation of School Costs for the Fiscal Year Ending 
June so. 19- (Previous Fiscal Year), and Apportionment Thereof 

Emibi t air• Predous Fiscal Year .ld Val.orm Tax Account 

Qd:dbi t wv• 'fork Sheet to Det.ermine Probable State Aid 

Exhibit "W1' Warrant Account of All Finis 

Exhibit -X" Work Sheet for Coaputat.1.on or Income and Revenue Available for 
Appropriation 

Exhibit "Y" County Exciae J3oardfs Appropriation of Income and Revenue 

The f'ollowillg pages contain th-e complete budget for Independent District 

lo. 16, Stulwater, Oklahoma• tor the .tiacal year 1947-48. Bof.,,all or the ex

hibits listed abow are inol.uded in the illustrated bldget since they were, not 

wsed by' District #16. In 1949 tJle complete school code tor the state of Okla

bCJlla was rnritten by the Tweat)r-second Legislature, and the state aid compu

tation ,was liberalized. Theret'ore 1n Exhibit •v• tho computation of probable 

state aid will not agree with the preseatation 1n Chapter VI. 

1947-48 Estimate of leeds and Financial Statement o£ the fl.seal Year 1946-47, 
Board of Eklucation of the City of Stilltm.ter of the County of Payne, State of 
Okhholl8. 

The Board. of Education of StUJ.water, School District. #16, certif'iea an exeess 
18'97 or 15 mills for 8 Cbool purposes was authorized at an election for that 
purpose on Aug. 19, 1947, by a uiajority of tllose voting at said election; For 
the Lev7 Tl; Against the L&'f7 lj Majority 76. 

The Board of Educat.1.on certlliea an a.dd1 t.ional levy of 5 mills tor the purpose 
of erectillg bld)dtngs was authorized by a majority of qualified wters voting 
at an el.ectioll held for that purpose on Aug .. 19, l941J For the Lev 75J Against 
t.he Lff7 4; MaJori ~ n. 
(Signed) C. E. Donart 
Clerk of Board of Fduoat1on 

( Si ped) lfa.l ter Weaver 
Pnsident ot Board ot Fducaticm 

(Si(pled) Geo. Dollinger 
Treasurer of Baud or Education 



Balance Resened to Begin Current Perlod $8J29.l5 
.ld Valor. Tax Apportiooecl of Iesr 1D C!ipUon 110§81:1.Q 

Total Receipts and Be.l.aDce $9,;@7 ... ff 
Warrants Prld of Year in Caption ts.s75.,29 
Interest Paid TbereoA · · §,§§ 

Total Dtsbursemmte tSaSJ!l,§S 
Balemoe (Current BMU.2ed Surplus to Sacceeding Year) 1§,68§,lf 

Oel:loral Rnenue Accounts OMrerlng Pmod June so, 1946 to lmie 30, 1947 

Oenernl Fund 1946-47 

Cur.Nat Ad. Va.l.ors Tax Apport1cmed 
.Sourc$8 Other Then J4 Valorem Tax 
~!er Fees Paid B;r Other l>tstrlcta 
Sales and Bents - Couoty ProperiJ' 
Income Tax (Ooder prior school l&w) 
state ll4 
VocatioDal Aid Used As ~t 

Total Cm'l ent a---
SUrplue !r&naf'erred f1"0ll Preoect1ng Year 

Total Beceipts and Ca.ah Balance 
Cmnllt WQT811ts Paid 
J'at«eat Pat.d - Cu:rrmt lfar.l:'anta 

· total J>J.ebura••• 
Ouh BeJance, Jme so, 19'? 
1lue .t.roe Amlencl Dlatrlcte 
Buene ror Currmt 'fananta Clutstandtng 
Baune under LB. S'IO• S.L. l9ff (ED.cumbraDce.o) 

Total L1ablllt1u and BeNrwe 
Total Ca.ah Surplus Aftilable tar 1lext Year 

Prior Year Surplus Cash 6-30-46 
JU.Nel.L.JleoUS 
Back Tax 

i S7,474.6S 
45,371..67 
1,.249.oa 

144.ff 
570.16 

•• 884.oo 
LAU,® 

$ 1,.261.56 :1,m.n 

BuUding F\Dl 1946-41 

$ U,817.58 
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Om2 ent Ad Val.orea Tu Apport1ozled 
Total Rece1pt8 and Clish Balance 

OmTentlJU"l"dt:s Paid 

s.oo 
340.51 

29,ffl.M 
$ M,614.55 

InTestmen"8 Purcbased 
Total Di~ts 

Ba-lance lune s>, l.9411 1n Ce.sh mid Defense Bonds 
Investamts 

Tot.al Cash. and Inveatment.s 
H.B. a?O (Reserve for Blcuab.rances) 

Total Liabilit.1.ea end Reserfflll 
Tote.l Crum Sm-plus Available tor 1947-48 
Ba1ld1ng Fund 

t s,.S7s..M 
14,§U,§O 

@12,m,H 
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Miscellaneous Revenue 

State School Land 
Earnings 

Count7 Apportionment 
(Jftge. Tax) 

Iatangible Tax 
Gross Production Tax 
Auto License Tax 
Rural Electrlficati.on 

Tax 
ll1scellaneous 

.. 
~.-\ 

Totals 

1946-47 
Collectisma 

• 5,958.48 

l,19S.06 
2,W.05 
7,680.29 

26,863.95 

17.85 
laS641iJ 

$4S,.fflt67 

Basis of 
Next Est. 

l!num. ~ 

EDm. ~ -En•. 90% 
A.D.A. 1.00% 
A.D • .A. 100% 
_t,ocal 90% 

,. 
i'. • 

lppl'opfiated for l.947-48 
E§tilaated Approved 

$5,655.00 • s,sss.oo 
1,084.00 1,084.00 
2,445.00 2,«s.00 
7,504.00 '1,504.00 

28,145.00 28,146.00 

16.00 16.00 

$i,5t84'1~00 $i4,847.00 

!i.dlibi t "2r 
•-" 

Tran.sf era •Receivable" Frc,m Othm- Districts : (Misc. Revenue) 

Excise .~ard, appropriate in budgets of sending districts ' at ·per capita and 
tQr ,pm,Us a.a scheduled: · 

Elemex>.~ Fducation & Plus 8% is $1.05.SZ; Trans. $46.42; Total 1152.25 · 
~ Flhlcation L Plus ~ is $142.44; ~. $46.42; Total $188.86* 

P~e 2 
• 5 so 
fl. 

' 6 
" 1 
" ' 12 
It 15 25 25 
• 17 .. 18 
II 28 
" 29 12 12 
1t m. 1 1 
tt 72. 

Noble 51 

Total ~ ~ 

4 4 
5 5 

l.O 10 
16 16 

l 1 
9 9 
6 6 
8 8 
~ 3 
2 2 

2 2 
_! 

66 ~ --

Excise Board fill in both 
these columns as Estimate 

tcrr 1947-M · 

State Aid 
$2,250.45 $2,2S0.4S 
State Aid 

250.00 250.00 
State Aid 
1,478.26 · 1,478.26 

St.!:t te A.id · 
448.39 · 448.59 

State P.id 
765.13 765.13 
45.5S 45.53 

St.:'lte Aid 

$.5 12!'{1 74 $.5,257124 

*llote - The School Code of 1949 changes the computation of transfer fees to 
total cost per capita without differentiating between elementary -and 
high school education. 
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Exhibit "C" Operating Cash Funds Authorized or Required by Law 
for Fiscal Year D:lding June 50, 1947 

Cash .Accounts Veterans Rel.a- Veterans .Agri. 
ted Training Trng. Program 

Cash on hand (Prior Year) 6-ro-46 
Receipts from State Treasurer as 

Vocational Aid 
Receipts +~m Sale or Bonds 
Current War.rants Paid 
Cash BalanQe on hand, 6-50-47 
Reserves for Claims n.nd Contracts 

Pending 
Sllrplust SUbject to Rule Stated 

in Caption 

$5,067.00 

5,469.80 
$1,597.20 

1.597.20-

$8,984.45 

7,654.38 
$1,550.07 

1,550.07 

* After "project is completed, s'f,lrplus to Sinking Fmid. 

Fund and Fiscal Year 
Issue - Warrants of 

Acct .. # · had Series 

A-1 General 1946-47 
A-;:-2 General 1945-46 

Warrant Account of All Funds 

Warrant Issues 
Outstanding Registered Total Issued 
June so, a during Cur- and Outstand-
zear am rent Year ing 

$191,268.09 $191,268.09 
$2,056.20 l:,539.09 3,575.29 

We.nee Warrants 
O\ttsta.nding June 

so, 1947 

Pending Claims and 
Contracts outstanding 

Same Date 

A-1 
A-2 

$1,261.56 $4,778.69 

Bond Sale 
Cash Fund* 

$152,000.00 

$152,000.00 

$l52.ooo.oo 

Warrants Paid 
During ,Current 

Year 

$190,006.55 
5,575.29 

1946 Ad Va1orem Tax Account - Current Fiscal Year 

Estimated To General Purposes 
Deduct 1946 Tax Apportioned 
Net Baunce 1946 Tax in Pro-

cess of Collection 

General Fund Bu1 lcU ng Fund Post-Homestead Sink
ing 1'unda 1 Since 1-S-37 

$62,706.00 
67,474.00 

None 

$19,001.52 
20,451.44 

None 

$6,025.00 
6,458.00 

None 
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Exhibit "M" Estimate of Needs tor the Fiscal Year Ending Jmie 30, 1948, 
for Current Expense; and Report for Prior Year 

General Fund 

1. Administration 
2. Teaching Salaries 
5a. SUpplies - Fdue. 

Systs 
4. Maintenance of 

f4u1.piumt 
S. Plant Operation 
e. Upkeep of Real 

Properties 
7. Auxiliary Activi

ties 
Sa. Tranaportatioa

Operations 
9a. Bew Equipment -

Fd. System 
lOa. Bew Real Prop.

Pt:i.\dllg Tax 
u. lew Transport& tion 

F41dpm•t 
12.. Reserve tor Int. 

on lf attan ts 
Grand Total - Home 

School Budget 

For Fiscal Year &lging .Tune SO, 1947 
Origins.l Cancellations Added By Net Amount 
Approved by Excise Supplemental of Appro-

Approp;r.i.ations Boa.rd ARpropriations ptiations 

$ 6,000..00 
75,000.00 

· 1,sso.00 

500.00 
u,000.00 

s,000.00 

100.00 

1,900.00 

1,soo.00 

190.00 

4,000.00 

$1.04.550.0Q 

tl,580.16 

458.9S 
125.48 

44.99 

819.03 

$4,660.54 

$ 4,102.00 
75,807.77 

9,210.58 

2,4ll.l7 

51617.0S 

895.00 

-
$97,854.97 

$10,102.00 
147,427.81 

4,569.00 

41.07 
20,086.90 

5,411.17 

55.0l 

4,417.03 

175.59 

5,266.05 

$197,74;4,4§ 

Fiscal Year, 1947-48 
Claim.a Paid Reserve Under Lapsed Bal. Estimate of Needs Approved by 

by Governing Board County Excise 
Board 

H.B. 370 hmm to be 
s. L. 1947 Unencumbered 

1 .. $ a,a16.12 $1,485.24 $ 2.64 $ e,000.00 $ a,000.00 
2, 147,427.61 - 1ao,ooo.oo 98,760.00 
Sa. 1,895.48 2,472.25 2.97 2,500.00 2,soo.00 
4. 41.07 - 1,000.00 1,000.00 
5~ 19,856.90 254.20 15.80 20,000.00 20,000 ... (70 
s. s,s2a.n 501.70 1,580.76 4,000.00 4,000.00 
7. 55.01 500.00 500.00 
8a. A,2547.00 70.0S s,000.00 3,000.00 
9a. 2,oao.ss 287.00 25.45 6,000.00 2 .. 990.00 
l.Oa. 175.59 250.00 250.00 
u. 1,ass.os s,000.00 s,soo.oo 
12. - S001QQ soo.22 

~l..2§§,Q.9 $J.T78.69 &1.,697,65 *&§2, 750.0Q 

Grand Total of General llevenues Provided and Appropriated $14510001~ 
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Exhibit "V" Work Sheet to Determine Probable State Aid 

Mpdpp . fV-Roll Bye 
{Increment 8 not over 
io, ~c~s, supt., 
snd -each -g1p..l 

1. Supt. -
2. Masters Degree 10 ino.· 

One tw Expez:tence 
(1) 2) Three Year if?• 

(1) (2 
Number tin. Salary 
-Teachers -Scale t-.,pn. 

5.: Jaehelm' Degree 10· mo. · · t · $1600 · 2 Jl.700• ·. · 1: $+800 
•• -,0. Hrs. College 10 mo. . ___ . . . . 
s. Sl'lpt. iacrement, for ·not to exceed 20 .. tea.cher8 • $5.()() j>er montl). per teac};ler• 
6. hin. ' i.DQrement, for,8 te 20 teachers • 15.00 per m<mth per teac;mer.. . 
7 • .Mdlti..,_l Mota. Coatract :at Base Pay-Vocational BOJ.Df,t _Econ. an4 Voq. A.grit 
8~ Total Mim.mt11 Standard Salary Pay Roll. :.(or actllal pay .~oll, if l,.ess) · 9 mo. ~ohool 

'ffl Iear ffl' 1 · 2 

1. 
2. ' 
s. 2 
4. 
s • . 
a. 
1. 
a. 

$1900 
52· $2200 
37 2000 
l 1700 

~ual MiD1.m\lll Salary 
Pay. Roll (or actual, _ 
. . if less) . 

$ 440.00 -
70,400.00 
86,200.00 

680.00 
720.00 

2,no~oo 
470,QO 

I\S, 220.00 

. . . 
1,Ji~imwp Progl"6' 
PUpil Density . 
Sc{ue l'ransporta
ti<:>n Aid Basis. 

1.0 to ·l.99 pupils 

$28.00 

Applying llinill1n Program Cost Fomula to Determine Proba~e State Aid, or Exceu 
, to A.pproprlate .tor Traaaf erred Pupil.a 

· Total Min1•• &.lariea . 
170"146 A.a• Grade Attendance • 7~ 

, ua,su Ag. B. s. Attendance• :u>I 
171 Av. Dally Haul 8 $28.00 

• Total tinimm ,Program Basic Cost . 
Footing•· -x• tuo,ooe.oo 

· Plus or milma F.q. f'aetor 6 1560.QQ 
Less, V1n1mum Program Income 
Aid: rn.n. Program , Cost Eitceeds . X.eome 

$1.61~220.00 
·12.1s1.oo 

, 15,861.00 
i,850.QQ 

$194,,694.00 

us.448.00 
t. §l,2&,00 

Eqliation of minimm program income H. B. 85 S. t.. 1947 (Confine to Local Prop
erty' for 194 7) Divide "Net Local Property Valuation• by Percelitage assessment 
ratio reported by Oklahoma Tax Commission for year current £or the county lQca-

. teci 1.n, result is '1% of valuation factors; then multil)l1' by 50 for the Equated 
Valuation or 50%. The difference between actual valuation and Equated Valuation 
multiplied t,y·111inJ.ml11 program ·leVJ' 1s the Gross Equation Pactor. Ellmina.te.de-
11.nquency reserve · in the usual manner; and the result is the Equating f'acto:r.- in 
the Formula. It the percentage reported tor the County is over 50% deduct it; 
if less th.an 50%', add it iii the fol'mu:la. 

Botea H.B. 102, s. I... 1949, revised the computation of s tate aid in Oklaho-
ma ( See Chapter vr herein). -
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Work Sheet tor Computation ot Income and Revenue 
Available for .lppropriat:lon 

Net 1947 Assessed Valuation 
J5.oao,.21a.oo 

Groee proceeds of levy 

Net· proceeds of levy {Less 1/ll) 
Surplus cash in general fund 

of 1946-47 
Estimate of revenue .from misoel-

·laJleou sources (Emibit •f•) 
Estilllate of revenue from trans-

fer tees 

Total• 

Divlsion ot · Local Income for Excise Board 
M!nimllll Enrichment ·Total 
Program Program Revenue 

$ 75a~!i&i ~.soi.~. 1100.t§§1&Q 

$69,002.95 $25,00D..oo $ ~l.,:S04.75 

2,125.00 .2,l.25.00 

45,767.00 44,~7.00 

51 &17174 s1~11 14 
.... 

. ~.~s.gg ~.J:g6sQ.Q tli§.OC;?O.QQ' 

Exhibit WUB• 

Appropriation Accounts 

·Constitutional - Building Fund 

Erect1on' of Public Buildings 

Total 

Estimate of Beeds 
bz Goverping Board 

11:so,000,00 

$1.50,000.0Q 

Appl"C>ved b7 .09unty' 
kc1ae Bossl 

tl§S.259,99 

\1,S51&§01@ 



Assets of the Building and Sinking funds Other Than Cash 
and Tax (SUpplemental to Separate SiDking Fund Budget -

Exhibit •a•) 
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Securities Invested in Sinking Building Fund Bldg. Bond Post-Homestead 
P\'mds and Building Funds 

Investments on Hand, 6-50-46: 
u. s. Bonds (Par or cost, 
whichever is lower) 
Accrued Interest Purchased 
(in next coupon) 

Total Securities on Hand, 
~me 30, 1946 

Inveataents Purchased During 
1946-471 

u. s. Bonds (Par or cost, 
whichever is lower) 

Grand Total of Balances plus 
Acquisitiona 

Inveetments Liquidated Dl1ring 
1946-47 

Balance Securities on Hand, 
6-S0-47 

Detail of Balance Investments 
on Hand• 6-30-471 

o. s. Bonds Only 

$85,860.00 

220!00 

$ as,oao.oo 

14.592,50 

$100,672.50 

-
tJ.00,6721§2 

U. S. Bonds (Par or cost, 
whiehevft' is lower) $100,452.50 
AccNed Interest in coupons 
still mclipped 220.00 

Total of Final Classification 
Detail $1.00.672,60 

Proceeds Pend- Sinking hnds 
1p& Osage (Bew) 

$7,470.00 

$7,470.00 

~2.000.00 

t1s2,ooo.oo $7,470.00 

-
*!§2,000. 00 $.7,470.QQ 

$152,000.00 $7,470.00 

$152,000.00 $.7.470.00 
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County Excise Board.ts Appropriation of Income and Revenue 

Appropriation Made iind Approved 
Appropr:iat$on .. of Revenues: -, ~ 

~- Cash on Hand in .. Ji'µJ;l<t . · · 
·· · · Mlsoell.aneous Estimated Revenues (F) 

.. 'fi";ans;fer 1.ees Hecei va:ble .:( 2F) 
· ·~ total,,Otller Than 1947. Tax 

Bnl.a:iloe\ ~uired · 
Add ::t.~l.>elinquency 
Bal,anoef-~red ·tre111 1947 Tax 

~t Operations 
· General hDd 

,~ . 

$ 2,;125i!l 
', 44,847.00 

51 2S8:,00 
$ s2,210,s1 
$92,789.69 

9.279.00 
$102.068.69 

Rate Jti{te,q. Required and Certified ·- Gtseral Fund 19.848 Mills 
Building Fund 5.00 Mills 

Construction 
Building Fund 

$135.250.00 

$112,248.55· 

Dla'bl-lQt & Gross Real Prop
tm..US,,1~ mY Yfluat49¥ 

Homeste-d.d Net Real Prop. 
Egmations a-;tY Value 

Personal Proper
tz V~uationa 

16 
·lP-5 
.~18·:· ' 
16-14 
l~. 
16-46 ·,. 

Total 

$4,974,280 
4-205 
1,100 

47,580 
12,.210 
54,405 

ts,09!i7!2 
Public Service 

Valuations 

:~. 

$1,727,980 
., 

$5,246,SOO 
4,205 
1,100 

47,580 
12.,210 
5:l,40§ ' 

.', $l,72719BQ $§11§5,8QQ 

Net Total 
Val]!B.tioas 

$1,140,746 

9,560 
l,380 

l.S,475 

i\,168.161 

16 
16-5 
16-1'3 
16-14 
16-!0 
16-46 

$497,056 
7,800 

lll 
2,891 

$4,884,082 
12,005 
l,2ll 

60,.031 · 

state Aid Equalization !'actor 
$4,5351 961 X 1.4469 ·: $61 560.18 

. 9,755 
8 .. ;662 

Total ~26,255 

25,345 
79,542 

$&,10609216 

(Signed) L. c. Graves, Chairman of County kcise Board 
Tboa. A. Higgins, Member 
O. A. Collins, Member 

Filed .Tuly 25, 1947. 



Transfer of Appropriations...; .Attached to 1947-48 Budget 

Filed January 15, 1948. 
Certificate of Ooveming Board dated January 121 1948. . 
Cert1ficate Qf County Excise Board dated January 17,· 1948. 
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Exhibit •A" AppropriaUon .Aocounts Having Unencmbered Ba.iances Proposed For 
Canoella.tlon·in General Fund of $Cho91. District No. l6 For Fiscal 
·year Ending .. ,JlJlle 30, 1948 • . · 

lfame of App~ Approved . Warrants Is- Needs to Proposed Cancelled by 
priation Ac- .lppropria- sued to ])ate Complete for·ean.:. · ExeisE}' Board 
P!;t ~$ Fiscal Year celkt109: 

'.' . ' 
Supp1Jr 
Upkeep . 
F.qm.paent 

Totals ' 

$2.,500.00 
4,000.00 
2,990.00 

$1.,148_.68 
2,859.61 . 
11896.SS 

$851.~2 
640.39 
593.67 

• . - 500~00 $ 
500.00 
§Q.Q,00 

soo.cxr 
soo.oo 
500.0Q 

Exhibit ltJJ• Addi tiona.l Appropriations Requested For Remainder · of Fiscal 
Year Ending lune IO, 1948. 

· .Qeper@l Fund . l~e ot JppropriatioJl 
.(cQC)m.t Am.ourit . Approved by .Excise 

Requested Board 

Transportation - Operations $1,500.00 

-0-0-0-0-0-

fra.Dsf er of .lpproprlations..:. Attached to 1947-48 Budget 

Filed , •• 18, · 1948. . 
~ica.te · ot Governing Board dated lune 7, 1948. ; 
Cert.Ui~t.e ·or County Excise Board dated lune 261 1948. 

Exhibit •1• (TiUe and headings ,Sala~ as . above.) 

Teaching $547.$9 

Exhibit •B• (TitJ.e and headings smne as above.) 

Supplies $500.00 

$500.00 

$500.00 

$500.00 



Request for Approval of State Aid 1'unds for Schools 
Attached to 1947-48 Budget 

School District lo. 16 - Dated January 191 1948. 
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The Board ot Education has been notified of apportionment of $57,791.00 and 
.asJl:s Cc::nmty Excise Board to approve appropriations as 1 temized below1 

' -Pin-pose lbr Which PI;e!ious Appropzj.ation Appro:(E!d Requested Excise Board• s 
,Appropriations Estimated Appropria.- Balance Application Appropriat!O,n 
.g,e ·~ Needs ted For Beguired of State Aid of State A,;t.d 

Teaching Sa.laries $180,000.00 $98,760.00 $81,240.00 $37,791.00 $57,_791.00 

Exciae Board Certit'icate dated lf'.D\18.rJ' Sl, 1948. 
Filed l&rlJJarT 21, 1948. 

Request for Approval of St.-'lte Aid Funds for Schools 
Attached to 1947-48. Budget 

School District 'N<h 16 - Dated la'11Uary" 2!, 1948. 

The Board of Fducation has beennq_tifiedof apportionment of $36,494.00 and 
a*8 CoUllty .Excise Board to approve ~ppropria tions as itemized below, 
(Collllm headings same as abqv$.) . 

Teaching Salaries $180,000.00 $136,551.00 $45,449.00 
Mimini~trat.loa 8,224.00 8,000.0Q 224 .. 00 
Plant Operation 20, aoo .oo m,ooo .oo aoo .oo 
Trans.. Opt!lrations 5,&>0.00 4,500.00 800.00 
Eqaipmeat, Bew 2,690.00 2,490 .. 00 200.00 

Total 

Excise Board Certificate dated May 4., 1948. 
Filed April 21, 1948. 

$54,470.00 
224.00 
aoo.oo 
800.00 
200,00 

$54,470.00 
224.00 
800.00 
800.00 
200,0Q 
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Supplemental Estimate - Independent School District No. 16 
For Fiscal Year Ending June ro, 1948 

Certificate of Govenrl.ng Board asking supplemental appropriation d .ted June l, 1948. 

Financial Statement showing condition of Current Genertl Fund on Last Day of May, 
1948, and Estimate ot Supplemmtal Needs of School Dist. #16, Payne County. 

' ' 
Supplemental and Additional Estimated Need.a 

!3;poae 
Teacb.1ng Salaries 
Administration 
SUpplies 
Plant. ·Oper;, tJ.on · ·., 
Upkeep 
Transport::,tion .. 9perv.tions 
F.quippient 
Trans~tation (N~w) 
Total, 

Amount Requested 
i s,000.00 

400.00 
1,000.00 
4,136.55 
2,100.00 
;i.,,109.00 
~.509.00 
4.ooo,oo 

$20,136.55 

Current Cash Account 

Approved by Excise Bogd 
. t s,000.00 . 

400_.oo · 
· 1,000.QO 
4,156.55 
2,100.00 
1,000.00 
2 • .soo.00, 
,~000.99 uo,us,.ss 

Receipts, Disbursements, and &.lanceSheet Condition 

Cash SurplllB of Pri,)r Year act~ on hand July . l 
Back Tax . 
CUrrent Tax Apportioned 
Misc.. Income other than Current. Tax , 
state Aid 

Total Balance and Receipts 
C1rrent lJarr'i!l'ts Paid 
Interest Paid Thereon 

Total Disbursements 

$ 5,638.69 
.l,595.77 

95.142.70 
. 51, 786.91. 

37.791.0b 

$181,587.41 
8§5.52 

Be.lance Sheet - Current Assets 
Balance Cash on Hand, liq n, 194$ . 
Net Carrmt Tax Available Free ot ill Protests 
.And Reeerves 

Deduct Current Tax Apportioned 
let Bal. Cm-rent Tax in Process of Collection 

Reasonable Estimate of Probable. M:1scellaneoue 
Income to Jee SO 

Total; Assets , , 
Appropriations Available for Warrant Issues 

Deduct Warrants Issued to .Date in Caption 
Balance Appropria t1ons Available 

Surplus Assets 

Certificate of Excise Board dated ltme ll, 1948. 
Filed luae 2, 1948. 

$97,642.70 
95,142.70 

$219,285 .. 00 
l8l1 S87,4l 

46,00Q,OQ 
$ 58,0M.14 
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School S1n1c1ng Fund 1947-48 Estimate of Needs and Financial Statement or the 
Fiscal Year 1948-47 ?ndepelldent School District #16, Stillwater, Payne County. 

EJChi bit "Y11 . County Excise Board1s Appropriation of Income and Revenue 

Post-Homestead Sinking Fund Acco\Dlts 
Indebtedneps Iru?ur;r:ed Sincel.+J.9S7 

S. F.. #1 S. F. #2 . 
·· S1nk1.ng · Fund Provision . Made and Approved $.§ ,4.97 .oo . 

1,120.4:7 
$1.120,47 
$5,376.53 

537.65 
~--9l;4,18 

$15,280.00 
.lpproPJ;"iation ·of .Reveuues, . 

Smplua Cash.on Hand in Fund (G) 
Total Other Than 1947 Tax 

·Balance·Required 
Add 10% tor Delinquency 
Total Bequu,ed from 1947 Tax 

Unit No. Gross . · Exempt Wet 

·None 

Valuation Valuatiop. ValuatioP: 
Extend Net 

s,r.#J. 
Ext.end Bet 
. s,J', 12 

16 
18-5 
1s,.;.u · · · 

$6,612,062 $:1.,704,675 $4,907,S87 
12,005 

$4,907,381 
12,005 
1,211 1,211 

Total ~,9071 S87 $J19201605 

Rate ot l,evy'.Req\lired ,and Certified 1.206 mills 2.97 mills-. . 

Exhibit "MG-2" 1947-48 Post-Homestead Sinking Fund Estimate Made and 
Approved (New) Homesteads Not Affected 

tor Obligations Inc:yITed A~ter 1-8-1937 

Interest earnings · on bonds 
Aamial accrual on bonds 

Totals. F. -Exclw.ing Homesteads 

Sinking Fund #1 Sinlcjpg. Fund #2 
Estimated Approved 'Estimated Approved 

$1.,89r/ .oo $1,897.09 ts.2ao.oo $5,280.00 
4,600.00 . 4,600.QQ _8.000.00 8~000.00 

t.§,497.oo U.497.0QA1,2ao.potf1.2so,92 
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Exhibit ag• Deta.11 of all Bonded Indebtedness Outstanding as of lune zo, 
1947, With Needs for Annual Accruals Thereon, With Needs for 
Interest Earnings Accrued and Accruing Thereon 

PuTpoae of Bonds Issue Date of 
Bonded Debts Orig.baa- Dated · Sale by 
;W.ng After 1-8-37 Dell van 

(l) Building 
(2) Bldg. Repair & F.qpt. 
Total 

5-5-37 
6-18-46 9-1-46 

How a.pd When Bonds Mature 
Pirst Maturity Last MaturitJ 
~ Amount. J>axe Allo,et 

5-1-41 $5,400 5-l-57 $5,600 
6-18-50 9,000 6-18-66 a,ooo 

' ' $14.400 ,. $15.699 

Amolaat of Total Tax Annual Tax Total Bonds Paid lbnds Paid 
·o~ · .Jt~. Accrual.~ . Y~s ,Accruals ' ' : 'issue :' ', !ears ' &a 

Before During 
6-30-46 li46::47 

tl.r, 92,000 20 '$ '4 600 10 , $46,000 $52.,400 -0-

-· '2 '.!:5&,00Q 19 · a,ooo ' -
~ . fi2.S00 ~s.ooo ~.400 

Bonds Can
celled b~ 
7ilwU ng Jud,
m.ent or o~ 
wise 

Net Balance ot Accruals Date Coupons Total Bonda Out-
.Tune so, 1947 la~ 1st Halt standing June so, 

In Matured In Umaatured (l'ul.7 l - ~c 31) 1946 ., 
Bonds Bonds 

-0- ' $8,200 $59,600 
152,000 · 

W,698 . 

Rate of ' Currat Int
Interest erest E.'t?1lings 

7-1-47 to 6-50-48 

Interest Coupop Accomt Balance Inter-
Interest Earned ' Coupons Paid est Earned Prior 
Dlu-ing, ClJIT~t ~ing ylll"rentto 6-~7 Still 
Fiscal ,Year li~".1.1 Year , tmpaid 

$1,897 
s,200 

$7,177 

$2,086 

$.2.0§§ 

(1) 1st $16,200 0 , .All Paid 
Bext $10,800 @ • Ii 
lext $65,000 I '$5,400 Paid 

$1,305.50 - . 
$.!,ros;so 

$780.50 

$780g00 ·. 

(2) lat $81000@ 1,% 
Remaining $144,000 0 l '6/4'1, 



Exhibit •Git Sinking Fund Cash Statement and Balance Sheet 

Section .A - Cash 

Cash .Balance, June 30, 1946 

(Hew) Accotmts for Indebtedness 
Incm!d After Jazr. a. 19&7 

Collected and Apportionedt 
194$ Ad' 'falcrem Tax 
1944 .Ad 'Val.Gl"et1 Tax 
1945 Ad Valorea Tax 
1948 Jd Vel.QJ!'em Tu · 
Accned interest on bonds sold 

Total balance, apportionments, etc. 
»J.abursements1 

Coupons· Paid 
Comm1*sion laid Fiiscal Agenc7 

-Total ·Disbursements · 

Assets, Cash' Balance on Band June m, 1947 
Investment Balance, same date (H} 
Du.e from Bond Fund 

· Total Assets exclusive of Oncollected Tax 
Deduct Total Accrued LiabUi ties and Reserves 
Cash Surplus to apply on ensuing yerrrs requirements 

Sect.ioaB - Balance Sheet 

Cash Value Assets Forward 
Total Bal.aace Sheet Assets to determine condition 

Accrual LiabUi ties By- OJ.asses• 
Claes •A• ·Jfatured Bonded Debt 

Matured UttpaS.4 Coupons (11K•) · 
Matured 8'lpa1d Bonds ( "r) 

A. Total Accrued on Matured Bonded Debt 
Olaes -CS Umaatured Bonded Debt 

· Accrual on tJaa tured Boncla ·{ 91") 
Gralld Total Accrual Liabilities 
Sm'plua 

$ 2,192. '14 

8.79 
12.21 

1015.99 
.a,,,sa.ea . 

556.81 
t !,IS§,q 
$1,505.50 

l.95 
$ 1,§07.4§ 
$8,025.97 

7,470~00 
s,oo 

$15,500,97 
14,§80 .• sg 

$. 1 •11hi1 

$15,500.9'1 
$15,500.97 

780.50 
s.m,oo 

$6,180.50 
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Exhibit JtT• Summary Only of 1946 Ad Valorem Tax Account - Curr8llt 

Post-Homestead Sinking Funds 
Created Since' l-8-1931 

Balance Available Tax · 
Deduct 1946 Tax Apportioned 
Net Bali:nce 1946 Tax in Process of Collection 

$6,025.26 
6.458.00 



·CH-U>TER VIII 

AO<X>UNTING SYSTEM 

Acoomting tor echool ,districts in Oklahoma is regulated ·to a. great ex-
, ' 

teint.b7.law~ · Tbe~procedure for the pJ"eparatioa of the btdget, the receipt and 
·, 

''expenditure 'or 'moneys, and the preparation of financial statanents is set out 

ill great detail in the statutes. This chapter will explain some of the fea-
; 

turee ot the accounting syst.ea for school districts in Oklaho• by compa:r::tag 
. 

that systaa with procedUres recommended by text 'book writers ·and by the Muni-
, ' 

cipal J'inance Ottioen Association .. 
' ' 

In the prepa:r&tion t4. a budget, the care with which estimates are made 
. ' . 

largeJ.T determiJles the necess with which the· budget is ,admini.etered.,l The 

proc:,edure to .be tollow8'i: in preparing a. nnmicipal. budget ie to carefully esti

ut.. tntld3~1.pei.>di ture neec;ls tor the cQllliDg year alld then to pro'Vide sutficient 

NYGUe ,to tUl those needs. ·. This is what la requt.Nd by . law in Oklahoma.. 

Bowever,·in preparing the ·acbool. district ,bltdgets the reverse is more o~ten 

true:. Iastead of est.1mating need.a and providing revenues, the l"eveilues are es

tia&ted and the expeadi tares are budgeted to coatorm. This ,may be due to in

nuea.ee ot baeiJtees· upon mm1c1pa1·budget1ng, tor the buaineesman ,in bmgeting 

Jcaowe what his e:xpelklitures ,can be f'or a certa1n .1ncome and budgets accordillg-

17. Also, th~ lan . in Olcl-'lhoma, although worded to reqube an estimate of needs 

to be prepared first, actually work in reverse by ~et't.i))g lll8Jdmm ,amo.untB 0£ 

rev811'D8 which can be estimatecl. It is not too difficult to estimate the maxi-. 

•• r8VEllllle that can be raised, thffef'o:re programs are prepared to f.it that 

maxim• • . But tnere is a very good reason for this practice to exist. The schools 

1 lhmioipal Financ~ .otnce.rs•, Association ot the United States and Canada, 
¥PP19'e1 BJliget ptocedure a Bmgetarx Accgupt1nc~ P•· u. 
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are raced with revenues thc"t are not adequate to carry on a full school pro

gram. They have to receive state aid, and to receive state aid tb.ey must levy 

the maxlmm mil J age rate allowed • . . So t.J::>.e ~1Jll rev8!l\:l8S . to be recei V~ .. ~e. 

added to the eeti!nated state aid• and .thi.s amount is divided between the Va.l'

ioua types ot exp~ditves. 

In a. publi~tioa •standard Pra.ottce 1D MmJ.cipal Accounting and Financial: 

Procedul'e, • ,the Muaicipal FiDaace .officers Aasociati.c .sets forth three · cri terf.a 

to top.ow 1n estabUshin.g an· accounting system tor a munictpaliq. · These cri

teria or t\aadmlmtal~ ·are (l.) . the accounting system should be. established ·on a 

do\lbl.&-entey.b:4na; (2) tne accrual basis or accounting should be followed; · a.nd· · 

(3) the,syatem m~t.be aet up and operated in acco:rdan;cewith legal provtstons.2 

:r:n school district· accounting 1n ·Oklahoma a. double-entry system is not 

ued . .. ~~ a Warrant Register is kept with col\Jins for each appropriati-Oll 

acco1mt, and a RnEnue Ledger for actual. revenues recei v(!d follows the Warrant · 

&lg:lstet-. The cash . balance, coll'Jiln serve$ both the -.arrant register and the r~ · 

"9'lllllll,s• l'etlger. To Ulustrate, s,.triee for the general .fund of th• ·budget for 

St.Ulnter IDl.-:tmt School. Di8tr.tct #16 tor -the tiaoal yearl947-48 will be 

shon first in double-entry manner and .then as kept 1n Oklahoma. 

l2. recopi eatimaj;ed . revenues . and .approptiatig~ ' 

(1) Estilaated-Reveauee 
Ullapproprtated Sm-plua 

.lppropriationf.l 
Revenue Ledgel"'-

Ad Valorem Tax~s (Net) $ 921 719.69 · 
Tnnsfer Pees Receivable s,2sa.oo 
State School -Land Ea.mings 5,855.00 

· Comity Apport10J1111ent 1 1084.00 
In~ble Tax 2,445.00 · 
Gross Production Tax 7,504.00 
Auto Licaise Tax 28,145.00 
Rural Electrification Tax 16.00 

$142,874.69 

$ 1,2.8741169 · 
2,125.-51 

l 145,000.00 

2 M~cipal 11Dance O.fficersl Association of the United States and Canada., 
Standa£!:l P£act1ct Ja. Mup.ic;tpal Aocountpg sg Financial Procedure, P• 8. 
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Appropriation. Ledger-
. Admi.Diatntion t a.000.00 

Teach~ Salaries . . . 98, 76.0.00 
SUpplies - F.duc • . lyetElll 21'500.00 
Maintenance of lquipnent . 1,000.00 
Plant Operations 20,,000.00 
Upkeep c4 Real Properties 4,000.00 
Auxiliary A;etivi.ties , · soo.oo 
'.1Tal1sJJoriatton-.. operatiom · · · s,009.00 
Hew Eq~mt,-Fdll(). Syetem. 2,990.00 
New Real Property-Paving -',l'a.x· 250.00 . 
· lew Transportati~ F.qldpa'etlt 5,500.00 
Res. for Interest on Warran.ts .500100 

· . t 145,t999t9R 

The $2~.51.W01Jld not be all of· the balance of Unappropriated SUrplus for 

it 1e· o~ the actu~ cash surplus which is cash on hand OTel' and ·above wari

~t.s ou-tatanding and -reserve for encmbrances. 

(2) The only part of the above entry-that is entered in school ·ac¢0lints · !rt Ok.:.. 

l.aboma is too aubsidia.ty entry to the appropriation ledger. · These amounts are 

. enterect. in tm Warrant Register at the top of. columns provided for each appro-. 

priatio».. 

ls! ;AAQm 5crya1 a! ·taxes. · 
(l.) Taxes Beceivabl.e-1947...48 

Reserve for Delinquent Taxes 
ReTenues 

Revenue LedgeJ."-
Ad Valorem Taxes $92,789.69 

$102,068.69 

(2) This mtry is not made in the school accounts in Oklahoma. 

li. te'914 99P!@mr1 Qr .2! app,rgJ11,a:t4oy. 

(1) !Dcmbrancea. 
Resme £or Izoumbrances 

Approprlat.1.on Ledger--. 
Supplies-Fduc. System :xxx.xx 

$ 9,279.00 
92.789.69 

No dollar amount is ueed here because the amount of each warrant is not illus

trated in the budget. In the appropriation ledger, the "encumbrances" columns 

wo.-14 be 115ed to show order placed. 
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that an enCtlllbre.nce record be kept, and that each eont.r"<let or ~e order 

be entered thtrein so aa to show the amo-uat 0£ unoocau.be.red appropria.UoDB • 

.1.2. recom U.guida:teiPP .2! a :r9¥'!mteet• 
(l.) BeasrTe for ~s 

Fncmlrances 

In the appropriation ledger• the •encumbnmce• COl\Jllll$ 1K>uld be uaed to show 

orcler li.quidatod, 

(2) T'uis entry is not mode in Oklahorm scbool s.ccourats. On.ly a memorandum en

tr.J ln the encu:nbr=ce record to show the .order baa been .filled • 

.IS?. £mrd qpproD! 91.. inyo1qe S 1§•!!¥!91 .~ WFMt• 

(1) Expenditure• 
WarrMta l1'ayable 

In the appropri..atioll lsclger, th!S "exp:mit.ure• colllmlS would be used to sl,ow 

the 1.asuence of the warrant and tbe·J."ed.uction 0£ the unencumbered appropriar-

(2) This entr., is made in tbe Warl'o.nt F.eglater by entering the amomt of the 

\'IUTSDt 1n the "warrants payable" col.an and the expenditure in the •SUppl1ee-

1'9luoationa.l Sptem• app;topriation co1Ullr4 The appropriation colmn is divided 

to aater the a.pemiture and t.o br1ng down the unexpeDied balance. Hawenr., 

this ia not the une'DCUll1bered b!il once. Tb&t balance appe::i.rs in the Encm.brence 

It there is sut.ficient cash on band w pq the warrant. it is marked "pq

able.• It not, it bears interest at. the legal rate until paid. When autflcieot 

cam ia on hand~ notice b:, publication is given, and th1rt,r da1s after suc:h 

publication interest ceases on outstanding warnmta. 



.I!!. recgrd aa;eegt . .2t., !NTWcf• 

(1) Warr,mts Payable 
Cash xxx.xx 

(2) '.the warrruit is lillf'..rked paid and the ch.eek number posted 1n the Wam,:,..nt Reg

ister, and the os.sh bnlru:lce is reduct3Cl by the ;ll90\Jllt. of the check. Any inter

est pa.id OIi the warrant is eaterad in a .apechl eolum. 

ls!. £!CON nce&P;t, 2-t 19BV ~ a119el\&-112v numw SRW'.MI• 

{l.) Ce.ah 
BeYarmea :xxx.xx 

Blmlmle Ledger-
State School Land Earntngs · 

(2) This entey is made 1n the Revenue Ledger by 1.ncreasing ce.sh am by Ghow1n&. 

the source of auch increase. The Revsue Ledger toll.on the Warrant Begiater 

in the SS'll8 binder. 

h E!WS 1DDIW .Qt approma!J.oH. 

(l) ~ptiationa 
.Approprlat1ona 

Appropriation Lcdgel"
Teaehing Salaries 
Supplles-&mc. Syatem 

$ 500.00 
500.00 

$ 500.00 
$ 500.00 

(2) In 1.he Warrant Register the 9Tee.c.bing SalarJ.es• appropri.ation co1umn 1a 

reduced br .~ reel-ink ezit.17 w1 th the identification ftffr. • Also, the •Supplies-

Educ. System• a.ppropr:LatiOtl column is increaaE!cl by entr,y with the 1dent.1f'1~ 

ts.on ft"Tr.• 

h l!99d appllc&t.\9! s.t gt.ate ~. 

(1) Estblat.ed &mm.a 
Appropriatione 

Revenue Ledger--
State A.id 

Appropriation Ledger
Te&Cbing Salar!ee 

$ 31,791.00 
$ '57, 79l.OO 

$31,791.00 

I S?,791.00 



Cash 
Revenuee 

Revenue Ledgei-
State Aid $ '67,791.00 
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$57,791.00 
$ 57,791.00 

Th• aount of state aid is estimated at the time the budget is prepared, but 

the actual amotm.t to be received is not known mitil the State Board of F.duca

tion notifies the school district. Therefore, it is not appropriated until 

actually received. 

(2) The amount of state aid applied and approved by the county excise board is 

added to the •Teaching Salaries" appropriation ooll.l?ln in the warrant register. 

When the check from the state comes, the "State Aid" colunn in the Revenue Led

ger and the cash balance column are inareased 'tr; the amount of the check. 

12. record supplemen ta.l e,ppropria. tions. 

(1) Estimated ReVElluee 
.&ppropriatiou 

Appropriation Ledger-
Teaching Salaries 
Administration 
SUpplles 
Plant Operation 
Upkeep 
Transportation Operations 
Equipnent 
Transportation (New) 

t s,000.00 
400.00 

1,000.00 
,,136.55 
2,100.00 
1,000.00 
2,500.00 
•,ooo.go 

$ fP,lSS.55 

$20,136.55 
$20,136.55 

(2) The onl;r entr,y made is the entry of each supplmental appropriation in 

the warrant Register in the particular columns affected • 

.I2. close ~ctual Am. estiinate.d revenues. 
(1) Iteveaues 

Estimated Revenues 
tfllappropriated Surplus 

This asswnes that revenues were more than the estimate. 

:x:xx.xx 
xxx.xx 
.xxx:.xx 

(2) lo entry is made. The col\llllls of the Revenue Ledger are totaled for report 

purposes. 



lg, cloy appropriations .!e!. expenditures. 

(1) Appropriations 
Expemitures 
Unappropriated Surplus 

xxx.xx 
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xxx.xx 
XJtx.xx 

The aacnmt eredi ted to surpl.us will be the unencumbered appropriations or the 

lapsed appropriatiODS. The balance·in ·the appropriations accomt will -be the 

sam.e ·as the balance of encum.branoes and reserve for encumbrances. 

(2) lo m.tr,y ia made. The balance ot the col\llllls ot the Appropriation Ledger 

which appears in the Warrant Register represent the lapsed' appropriations ex

cept for the encumbrances provided for by·statute. 

The second fundamental ot the municipal aceotmting system · is that the ac- . 

crual basis ot accoanting be t~ed. · :In the school district accounts of Ok

lahoma some items are accrued and some a.re not. Ad valorem tax~s are estimated 

in the budget preparation, but no entry is made in the a:ccounte until the taxes 

are col.lected. The same is true•for·other revenues. Dlcmbrapcea are to be 

r80Gl'ded when oi.,iers and contracts are made, but in E1Ctml. pr~etice the entry 

is not ma.de until the warrant is issued. Estimates of mi scellaneous revenue 

are lim:i.t.ed by law . to mnev per oent of the actual collect.ions during ~ pr-a,..; 

ceding fiscal year. This leads to overcollect1on of miseellaaeous·revenues 

each year. 

The school ace:ounts in ~ ·ahoma follow ;quite closely the legal require-

11~ set up by statute. The: procedure t.o be toll~ed in pr.eparing the budget 

is coyered extensively~ and the manner for maki,ng exp-1tures is planned ill · 

such a way that expenditures are made for legal purposes only. However, there

cords do not seem to be kept in the manner recom.mend~ for best con~,, and 

the7 are incomplete in ma.ny respects when compared .with records suggested by the 

M11nicipal Finance Officers Associa,tion. 
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SUMMARY AND COJJCLOSI01'f 

In Oklahoma, as in other states, public ec1:.icat1on is divided for control 

and f'inaJleial pm-poses into school distrl~ts'.~ The governing body for these : 

school districts is. the boa1'd of education chb~m -by the ~ualir1'ed electo~s of 

the d.i.atrict. -The board or educattoii is: charged .with the responsibility for 

matntaJ:abig ·a public school sntan in its district in ·conformance with state 

laws;,; . It has certain . specific powers which it may use· in accomp11shillg thie 

obJeot. However, there are 'certain acts which require approval of the school 

d1strl.et 0electors, such ~s the issuance of boms to t~ce school im.prove-

11eats. 

The ad valorem ·tax (general property tax) provides the greatest part of 

the · rffeDUS . for Nl'PQrl of schools in OklaholJla~ . However, ibis , tax is supple-
. 

men.tee!: bf other revenues, ~ansf'er tees, scboo1 land apportionments, real 

estate mortgage tax, intangibieprop~ty tax, ~ss production tax, auto 11-

C8118e tax, and atate · a.id funds. 
The financial prograJll of the school' d1a:tr1ct for each . fiscal. year is sub

mi tted by the board of education ~ the coun:t,- excise board. The excise board 

reve1ws the estimates; sees that all legal ·requirements are complied with, and 

approyes a.ppropriatiODS to the amount ot estimated revenues. 

Al.though the preparation of the budget for school districts in Olcl~a 

is prescribed in great detail by 1aw, the aecounting system of the school dis

tricts does not conform to suggested standards by the Municipal · Finance Otfic.ere 

Associati<>D. 

QggclusiOll 

This study is not made with the aim of recommending changes in present 

~-- Instead it is designed to present and explain the present 
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accountiDg status of a school district in Oklahoma. However, certain condi

tions have been observed by the writer as the studT progressed, and they are 

presented here as . obs.ervatioJis r ather than as recommendations or critici~s·. 

The county e;x:cise board 1,n Ok,l~boma is charged with the ,:respon,J~billty o.f 
. , ' . . ' . . . ; 

apportioaing the coJl,StitutiQJl.'il fifteen. mUl levy amo~ the s~pool districts, . . .~ . 

cities and towns, and the county. This board ia composed of three mem~s; 

one. apPoiated by the Co~ty ~ssioners (the governine; board tor the. county), 

one appointed by :the Diet.riot 'Jlllge, and one appointed by .the Oklahoma Tax Com-, 

miaai()Jl. Thus the. county bas 911e member rep?'.esenting it on the . l:>oard, while 
. . . . 

the cities, towns and school distric:ts µave none. As ~ result, most school dia. 

tricts reaei,ve an apportiomnent of five .mills, as required bylmrJ and the 

other ten mills is divided betwetan the ~ounty and the cities and toms. Even 

theJl the OOUDty gets the ,greater port;ioiit, for example'* in 1946-47 only five 

counties 1n Oklahoma levied .less than five mills and ,t""1.ve counties rece'l,.ved . ' 

the till ,ten Ddl.ls.l Whan .school district admini~~tors object, the excise 

boa.rd points to state aid and other revenues supporting school districts while 

the ~ty is largely depeiidmt upon · property taxatioa. ilso, they argue, the 
school district has sn extra fifteen milla · available if they need 1 t ( and they 

do). But those interested in the schools feel that tlu.l present method of ap-
, >' 

pointing members of the coanty excise board works to the disadvan,tage of the 

school district. 

Xn 1947-48.,, School District 1/l.6, Stillwater, Oklahom8, received $741 285~00 

in state aid funds; which amo~t was .52%. 0£ the total. appropriations for the 

year. The S\a.te Department of Education decides when a school distriqt is eli

gible for state aid, and one of the requ1rElllEDts for s. school district to be 
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eligible f'or state aid is that the distrlot present reports in accol'dance with 

the S,.te Department•s instructions. state equalization aid is pecessary- to

day to enable certain districts tomainta.!.a adequate school programs, and in 

recent years school costs have illereased at eudl a rapid rate that some state 

a.id is aec-essary for ~ districts. How~ver, unless the powers of 'the State 

l>epariaeat ot :Ellueation e.re' expressly limited there is danger that_ the control 

of school. districts will pass from .the lo~al. board of education to the state 

Department. 

· The accounting systems ·of school districts in 9klahoma are at present not 

. cl.esiglltld for proper budgetary , control.. in fact; 1 t seems more diffi.cul t to 

obtain desti'ed intol"lll&tioD now than .it ~uld'be if the records were .designed 

on a doable-:.enu,- bas1e. 



68 

B!BLIO_GRAPHI 

Books 

Cle.'rr., fto.l>«r'.t K. ·sw.tt Cop1ir9J. al. Loaj 11Dance ii. Oklahoma. Noman, Univer-
sity of Oklahor:10. Press·; 19!'1. Pp. 281. · · · · 

Chattera,. Carl H. and Tenner., tr,mg. Munici.pa.l .!!!!!, GoTernmenW Ac.counting. 
New York: Prentic.,e-Hal.l, Inc.., 1947. Pp. 595. 

~ ~ ~ 

Fowlkes.', :lQbn 0u7. Principles. and haet.icea .2! F1nancial Accounting !'al: 
~!• Milwaukee: E. M. Hale and ~i, 1934. Pp. 238 • 

. - ,__ . . ' ~ .. 

. . 
Joint C.itt.ee to Stud;r the Problems of Financing the Support of Couon 

~1:8 in Okl.ahoma. ·propleas !l1 Fipancing la! yommon Schogls !JI. ~
~. ·· Oklahoma Cttys Bond ·Printing Company~ 1941. Pp·. 247. 

Messick; Zohn D. la!. DiacretiODarY PoNrs £:! School Boards. Durham, North 
Carol.1Jaa: Duke University Press, 1949. Pp. 147. 

Morey, IJ.oyd and Diehl, Orval w, tlajc:ipal Acqo:unting. ttew York: John Wiley 
& Sons, Inc., 1942. Pp. 415. 

Morey., Lloyd and Hackett, Robert P. Fupdatnentals ~ Governaental Accounting. 
New. Yerka John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1942. Pp. 448. 

Legal Publications 

Oklahoma Statutes 1941. st. Paul, :Minnesotaz West Publishing Company., 1942. 

Oklahoma Statutes Cmw.ative SUppleaent 1949. St. Paul, Minnesota.: West 
Publishing Compaey, 1949·. 

Oklahoa.ti Statutes Annotated, Permanent Fdi t1on. t1t. Paul, Minnesota.: West 
Publishing Comp3DT. 

OklahOll!l Reports. Tulsa, Mid-West Printing Company-. 

Joint Committee Representing the New York State &iucational Conference Board 
and: the Public F.ducatJ.on As::>ooiation of New York Cit;y. Fiscal Policy for 
Publiq Ed1JC&t.ion J!t .1a!. State~ !g York. Albany, New York, 1947. Pp. ll2. 

Municipal Finance Oi'ficers• Association of the tklited States and Canada.. ~ 
~ Pr42t1c) i!. Municyaj., &ffiounting and . Fin,:~cia.l Procedure. Accounting 
Publication 5. Chicago: Feb. 1957. 

t!micipal Finance Officers' As-oocia.tton of the United St Rtes and C.?..nada. ~ 
.!tz. fin@ce ~ .AcoountinR, Btal¥hgds. Accounting Publica tion #4. Chicago, 
Aug. 195'7. 



69 

Munic1pal 11.ntJnce Officvs' Association of tbe Uidted States and Canada. l!a!!i
q\pal. Budget, Procedure .i!!!l BadgetarY Aqoounting. Accounting Publication #9. 
Chicago, 1942. 

UgppW,ahed Materj.al 

Oklahomt~ Public Expend.1:taares Comcll. 9>st a! Courat.y <loyemmept .!!. Oklahoma. 
Orel aboaa City, September, 194'1. · · · 

WUUanis,, •~ E. •in Inqu1:rJ' Into 1'.le· Legal Aspects ot 'Ihe Prepe.ration of 
Budgets For Political &abd1vis1ons o.f Oklahoma.." Master's Thesis, 1948. 
Qk]ruioma A. & H. College Library. 



THESIS !I!LE: The Legal and Ac~ounting Problems of a School 
District 1n Oklahoma 

IA.ME 0'1 AU'.rHOR: Philip If. Me7era 

'l'DSIS ADVISERa George~. HeCowen 

!he content and form h&ve been checked aad appro'ftCl 'by the 
av.thor and theais &dviaer. •Instruction• for !Jping an.4 
.Arranging the !heaia• are &'Yalls'ble 1n \he Grad1ltlte School 
office. Change• or corrections 1n the the11e are not asde 
b7 the <lr~duete School office or 'b7 81f1 co11111ttee. !he 
copiea are sent to the b1nde17 J119t &8 the7 are appro"t'ecl 
bf the author and f'P.Cul ty ac!:dser. 

IAJCM OF !TPIST: Philip!. Meyers 


