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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this investigation is to discover the play-, life-,
reading-, study-, and school-interests of fourth greade pupils of the
elementary school.

A major problem of every teacher is to discover the interests of her
pupils and to relate the school work to these interests. An attempt will
be made to arrive at some understanding of the interests of fourth grade
pupils and the factors which help to create these interests.

The factor which releases the child's energy in this process of
becoming himself is his interest. Interest provides the impelling drive
which makes a human being master the hard disciplines of a craft, over-
come obstacles, persist in the monotonous acquisition of skill, and push
out the boundaries of his knowledge. Education based on interest lays
hold of the spirit of the individual and lights its fires. Such education
is always based on experience, on rich full living.

Interest takes on the significance of an index of emotional tendencies
and of the organization of the personality of the individual. We have
perhaps been too long concerned with the abstrect considerations in our
attempt to understand the interests of the individual. We need to see
these psychological factors in concrete form in order to understand them.
The interest life of the individual is rich or bare according to his social
background. The training, the enviromment in which we life, determines,
perhaps, more than anything else, the number, kind, and complexity of our
interests.

If children show very great differences in their abilities, they

show even as great differences in their interests. A child grows up.



He develops attitudes toward this and that, towards religion, politics,
authority and what not. He grows up into a conservative, a radiecal, a
doctor, a plumber, an atheist, a Methodist, a cosmopolitan, and so on.
The main difference between him and other people is not necessarily a
difference in abilities, but more often lies in another important aspect

of human reaction; it is a difference in interests.



CHAPTER II

METHODS AND MATERIALS OF THE INVESTIGATION

This investigation was made with the pupils of the fourth grade in
the elementary schools in Bristow, Oklahoma, during the school year 1940-
1941. The 104 children studied in this investigation ranged in age from
eight to eleven years. Of this number 53 were girls and 51 were boys.

The information was secured by means of an interview form. It was
hoped that the choices of the children would reflect no specific environ-
mental background end would be more representative of all children.

The examiner said to the child. "Here are some questions. I want
you to write the answers. You are to read each question and answer it
the way you really feel about it." The answers and the children's choice
were recorded. The dats thus gathered are presented in the accompanying
tables.

The dats should represent the reactions of the children free from
adult or other children domination. The imstructions for edministering
the gquestionnaire emphasize that the child is to answer the questions as
he really thinks ebout them. The pupils understood that the results of
the guestionnaire were not intended for school purposes, and frankness in
answering was encouraged. Most of the children knew the exesminer, who
had formerly teught them in the third grade.

The following factors were taken into consideration in comparing
children's interests: (1) chronological age, (2) father's occupation,

(3) sex, (4) I. Q., (5) school subjects taugnt in the system where this

test was given, and (6) the platoon system in the school.



Name

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Ba

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

INTERVIEN FORM

Age Sex

What
What
What
What

Why?

do you want to be when you grow up?

is your favorite type of story?

is your favorite game?

subject do you like best to study?

What

Why?

subject is it that you do not like to study?

What

What

What

is your favorite magezine?

is your favorite story book?

is your favorite comic strip?

Do you like to go to school? Why?

When

Why?

you finish high school, do you want to go to college?

Do you like to play with children older than you?

Why?

Do you like to play with children younger tham you?

Why?

Do you like to play with children your own age?

Why?




TABLE I

INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENTS OF THE 104 FOURTH GRADE PUPILS

Intelligence Quotients Boys Girls Total
124-127 - 2 2
120-123 3 4 6
116-119 ' 4 4 8
112-115 5 8 13
108-111 8 4 12
104-107 3 7 10
100-103 7 9 16
96-99 5 3 8
92-95 8 2 8
88-91 2 3 5
84-87 R - 3 5
80-83 3 2 5
76=79 IR 1 5
72-75 : 1 1 2
68=71 1 - 1

Total 51 58 104




CHAPTER III
ANALYSES AND INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS

A. Occupational Interests

Purther significant data with reference to this genersl topic are
yielded by studies of the ambitions and vocational interests of children
at different ages.

These findings are in accord with what has already been said about
the development of interests. The occupational interests of the boys
and girls were ranked according to their preference. Table II shows the
26 occupations chosen by the boys and the 15 occupations chosen by the
girls. The first three occupational choices made by the boys show that
they have a definite tendency to choose occupations which call for
muscular as well as mental effort. The first three occupations given
call for a large dégree of outdoor life. The fact that a far greater
number of boys gave aviation as their first choice than gave any other
ocoupation is particularly interesting. ©Some probable explenations for
the popularity of this occupation are: (1) the large amount of general
publicity given this vocation, (2) the appeal made by the very nature of
the ocoupation to adventurous boys, and (3) the fact that the most
popular heroes of the past few years have been men in the field who have
especially eppealed to boys of the "hero-worshiping" age.

The younger boys' interests are in the active and drematic occupations.
In accord with the fascination which mechaniocal things have for meny boys
of these ages, there emerge ambitions toward engineering and invention.

Conventional attitudes operate much more than might at first be thought.

Consider for instance, the total disapproval and ridicule from family and



companions which could be directed towasrd the average boy if he announced
an ambition to be a chef. Among both children and adults, conventions as
to desirable choices have great influence.

The girls' choices give evidence of a widening of the field of
occupations for v;'omen and a tendency to choose voeations which require
specislized training. Nursing and teaching led the list by & wide margin.
The girls show throughout an interest in teaching, first because the
teacher is presumable the most important women in the child's experience
outside the home, and later because teaching is felt to be a genteel and
proper occupation for a woman, because there are more opportunities for
women in teaching than in most other occupations. Other occupations have
their appeal. A childhood fondness for painting and writing may,
especially if there is much adult admiration of the productions, lead to
a more or less permanent artistic or literary ambition. Younger children
show interest in the drametic ocoupations of actress or opera singer.
Matter-of-fact girls may, from their home or school experience, develop a
special interest in home economics or nursing. The appeal of work as a
"private secretary"” combines these factors of feminine interest and
usuelly meets with home approval. Ambitions may in consequence be directed
largely toward & social career. In short, once more there is a development
from simple to elaborate interests; again the girls show an earlier and
more complete domination by social interests; and here especially clearly
do the conventions influence girls, in various and often subtle ways.

Many circumstances may determine the occupational choice. Frequently
the youngster decides to specialize in a given subject because of his liking
for or admiration of a teacher of that subject. A father or mother may push

a pupil toward a certain line of work because he or she had an unrealized



embition in that field. Finally, accidental circumstances may debtermine
the choice.

A survey of the data shows an interasst in the active and dramatic
ocoupetions; conventional attitudes play = large part, snd voeational

faeshions are evident.



TABLE II

NUMBER OF PUPILS GIVING FIRST CHOICE TO VARIOUS OCCUPATIONS

Number of Pupils Preferring
Occupation Preferred

Boys Girls Total

Teaching
Airplane Pilot
Hursing

Clerk
Secretary
Beauty Operator
Housewife
Stewardess
Policeman
Engineer
Artist

Bus Driver
Orchestra Leader
Farmer
Detective
Mechanic
Soldier
Inventor
Postman

Boxer

Airplane Maker
Fireman

Cowboy

0il Field Worker
Carpenter
Banker

Poet

Chemist

Grocer

Dairymen

Park Warden

W. Pe« A« Worker
Doctor

Cowgirl

Pianist
Librarian

Movie Actress
Telephone Operator
Opere. Singer

14 18
17
14
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B« Play Interests

The data concerning play interests are given in Table III. A notable
difference in the play interests preferred by boys and those preferred by
girls is indicated by the boys' strong interest in games involving motor
activity, in which boys usually excell, while girls? prafafsnces were for
games of a more social nature. A partial explanation of this result may
be that the conventions and social restraints placed on girls curb their
interest and their skill in games requiring motor activity. Table III
shows the 21 games chosen by thetgoygfand the 31 games chosen by the girls.

Taple IV shows the interest i; other children, older, younger, and
fourth grade age in playing together. Reasons are given in each case for
the play according to age.

If play is defined as those things which individuals do simply because
they want to, then a catalogue of play is evidently a catalogue of the
activities which have some sort of natural appeal.

It will be noticed in general that boys of ten like very active games
like football, playing catch and riding a bicycle. Ten year old girls
differ from the boys in the less active character of their games, in the
earlier appearance of sex-social interests (doubtless related to the
earlier physical maturing of the girls), and the greater prominence of
such interests. It must not be assumed that eny of these changes are
sudden. In all cases the changes are gradual.

Only the effect of differences in pgeneral mental ability remeins for
brief mention. In general, children pedagogically retarded or behind in

school, tend to engage in more social activities than children who have



NUMBER OF PUPILS GIVING FIRST CHOICE TO VARIOUS GAMES

\1._

TABLE III

—
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Games Preferred

Number of Pupils Preferring

11

Boys

Girls

Total

Football

Dodge Ball
Baseball

Dolls end House
Shiinsse Checkers
Basketball
Monopoly
Hide-go=-seek
Marbles

Jacks

Kickball

Store
Punch-the-icebox
Tiddle Winks
School
Piock-up=-sticks
Soft=ball

Blind Man's Bluff

31
0

o
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14
16
11
11
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progressed norm;lly.l Children who are ahead of the average grade for
their age do not es & group show either fewer play sctivities or more
solitary play; ijn ahort, acceleration seems to do no harm to the happy
1ife.2 Exceptionally intelligent or gifted children read more and, largely
as a result of this, spparently, engage somewhat less frequently than
average children in social games and plays and in very active games, but
indulge in mbout the same total number of play activities.® In short,

the gifted clildren seem not to show unfortunate limitations or peculiar-
ity in their play, but the duller children read less, and engage more in

social and active games.

ll.shnm, Hervey C. and Witty, P. A., The Psychology of Play
Activities (New York: A. S. Barnes and Company, 1927).

2Lehman, Harvey C. and Shikles, Gail, "A Study of Play in Relation
to School Marks," Educational Administration and Supervision, (April,
1928), 238-246.

SLetman and Witty, op. cit.
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TABLE IV

PLAY INTERESTS OF CHILDREN

BOYS
Do you like to play with
children older than yourself: Number Reason Given
Yes 26 1. I have fun with them.

2. I make good friends.

3« Because we have fun.

4. I don't want to make them mad.

5. I like to play with my cousin.

6. They can teach us new games.

7. They play fair and make nice
friends.

8. We can have fun.

9. They teach me new games.

10. -They can help me.

1l. They are the only ones I have
to play with.

12. I like to play hard.

13. I like them.

l4. I have lots of fun.

16. If I was to get lost, I would
be taken home.

16. They know what to play.

17. They know more things to play.

18. I can have more fun.

19. We can have lots of fun.

20« We won't hurt each other.

2l. They will take care of me.

22. I have lots of fun.

23. I learn thiﬂgﬂ-

24. If I get hurt, they will take
care of me.

256« I can beat them.

26. They know more things.

No 20 1. They play too rough.
2. my might hurt yous.
3. They might hurt me.
4. They are too rough.
5. They might cheat you.
6« They knock you down &nd do
everything to you.
7. They do not like to play.
8. You might get into trouble.
9. They play too rough.
10. They are too, too rough.
1ll. They might hurt me.
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12. They play toco rough.

13. They might hurt me.

1l4. Sometime I might get hurt bad.

15. They might hurt the little ones.

16. They play too rough.

17. They are too rough.

18. They like to fight me.

19. I like to play with some and
some I don't.

20. They ere too roughe.

Sometimes 4 1. Some are friendly and some are

not.

2. Some of them are good and some
of them are bad.

3« They play some games I like to
play.

4. I like to play with the ones
that like the things I do.




TABLE IV (Continued)

PLAY INTERESTS OF CHILDHEN

GINLS
Do you like to play with
children older than yourself: Humber Aeason Glven
Yes 20 1. 1 can have someone to play with.

2. They are nies to nme.
5+ They kunow more.
4. I can learn things from them.
5. I have an older brother that I
like to play with.
6. They think of more funny things
to do.
7. 1 have more fun.
8. They will play games with me.
g+ I like to play with all children.
10+ 1 have lots of fun with them.
11. They play fair.
12. They teech me new games.
13. T have fun.
14+ They play fair.
18. I have more fun.
15. The older ones know more than the
younger children.
17. Some are a 1little too rough.
18+ 1 bhave lots of fun.
19. I have fun.
20. They can help me play.

No 25 1. I am afraid I will get hurt.

2. They play too rough.

. I don't like to because I dom't
have any fun.

4. Their games don't fit with mine.

5. They don't play good.

G. Children older than I are %too
rough.

. Some acht too smart.

G+ I like to play with children my
slze

3. They will hurt me.

16. They do not inow how to play.

11. Some of them are bossy.

12. 1 do not have any fun.

13. Sonetimes t’rmy run over you.

14. They taink up hard games to play.

15. They do not like to play what I
like.



18. They do not want me to play with
BEn -
17. They do not know how to play.
18. They von't play with me.
19. They wmay not like to play what
I like to play.
20. They are toc rough.
2l. They try to run you.
Z2« Thsy always want to play what
they want to.
23. They play rough.
24« They play too grownup.
25+ They want to play older games.
Sonetimes 1. It seems they don't care to play
with ne.
2. Bometimes they fight a lot.
3. GSome of them don't know the games
I do.
4. They are nice te me.
5. They try to run over me.
8. Some are nice and some are not.
7. They don't always figat.
8. They don't elways fight.
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TABLE IV {Continued)

PLAY INTERESTS OF CHILDREN

BOYS

Do you like to play with
children younger than yourself: Number

Reason Given

Yes 13 1. They are fumnye.
2. 1 can tell them what to do.
3+ I can teach them things.
4, You can get & lot of fun out
of them.
5+ They are fumny.
6. We play together well.
7. They can't run off and leave
me «
8. They like %o play with me.
9+ They play what I like toc play.
10. They are easier to moke friends
withe
11. They can't hurt me.
i2+. I heve fun with them.
13. I like to play with them cause
it is fun.
Ko 38 1. If they were to get hurt, I
would get the blame.
2. They don't like to play the
things I do.
. 1 don't have fun with thenm.
4. I want to play with those my
age.
5. I'm afraid they will get hurt.
‘8. 1 don't like %o play with them,
cause I hurt them.
7. When they get hurt I don't like
to hear them cry.
8+ They are $c0 mean.
3. They might got hurt.
10. They don't lmow how to play the
gemes I like to play.
11, They can't play like I can.
12. They can't play what we cen
play. :
13. They are too little.
14. I might hurt them.
15. I might hurt then.
16. They might get hurt.
17. They want to play haby games.
18+ I migkt hurt them.
1. They might get hurt.
20. They get hurt too easy.



35 .
S
35.
36.
37

38 .

They like to play cowboy.

I might hurt them.

They want to play little

LRmes .

They get in the way.

They don't know how Lo play

anything.

I might hurt them.

They might get hurt.

They don't play right.

I cennot have any fun.

T might hurt thewm.
geb

They might ge gy

et Iurt.

I am afraid T might hurt
them.

I night hurt them.

They &re too little.

They cry oo much.

They don't know how to play.
They wight get bhurt.

S

If we were running a race, they

could not ¢

T
<

o fast end we would
lose the rac

SN

Somebimes
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TABLE IV (Continued)

PIAY INTERESTS OF CHILDREY

GIRLS

Do you like to play with
children younger than yourself: Number

Reason Given

Yes 30 1. They are salways heppy.
2. They don't fuss ell the time.
&+ I have lots of fun with them.
4. They are always happy.
5« They say funny things that
melces me laugh.
8. I like to rock them to sleep.
7. They are funny.
8. I like the way they talk and
play.
9. I can have more fun with them.
10. I have more fun with them.
11. I have fun.
12. Ve can learn gammes.
13« To temach them how ‘o play with
others.
14. BSo they will know how to play
when they get older.
15. They are more fun to play with.
18, I heve lots of fun with them.
17. There aren't many other children.
18. They should have a good time.
19. I like to play house with them.
20. GSome are in my room.
2l. I can have fun with them.
22. Ve cen play babiles.
23. You can do what you want to.
24, You can have more fun.
25. I think they are cute.
26« I like little children.
27+ They are cute.
28« They have fun.
29+« They are cute.
30. I like to play with everyone.
Hlo 21 1. They cry and fuss.
' 2. They are too small.
S« I would hurt then.
4. They are too little znd might
get hurt.
5. They don't know how to play.
6. You can't have much fun.
7. They don*t know how to play.
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%+ They do not understand.

9. They want to play baby games.

10. I might run over them.

11. They might get hurt.

12. They don't know how %o plsy
the games I do.

13. They are too small and might
get hurt.

14. They sre teo easy to hurt.

15+ They don't know how to play
fair.

16. They don't know how to play
iilke other children.

17. If I wanted to play a game,
they don’'t know how.

18. They cannot do the things I
can.

12. Their gemes don't it with
mine.

20. They get hurt too often.

2l. I might hurt them.

Sometimes 1. OSometimes I don't and some-~

times 1 doa
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TABLE IV (Continued)

PLAY IRTERESTS OF CHILDRZW

BOYS
Bo you like to play with children
the ssme age as yourselfl: Humber Reason Given
Yes 50 1. They play fair.

2. They are agreeable with every-
thing.
S+ 1 can have nmore fun.
4. We can play better.
5. We won't hurt each other.
6« I am not afraid I will hurt
others or get hurt.
7. ile can play the same games.
8. Ve won't hurt each other.
9. We would have more fun.
10. T have lots of fun.
1i. They can play better and get
along. o
12. They can't run over yous
13. I like friends that like me.
14. I cannot hurt them easily.
15. Ve can play the same gsmes.
16. They play the games I do.
17. I won't get hurt.
18. Ve can play football.
19. Ve don't get hurt.
20. Ve can't hurt each othsr very
bad. ‘
2l. I can hove more fun with them.
22. We can have more fun.
23. I would know them bebter and
: they would try to help the
team to win.
24. Ve can have more fun.
25+ They would knmow the kind of
games Lo play.
Z6. We have fun.
27. I like to play with them.
Z8. They are my size and not too
rougn.
29. I won't hurt them and they won't
hurt ne.
30. They won't hurt me and 1 will
not hurt them.
+« We cen play meny games.
« I can play rough and not get
hurt.



3%. They can't hurt nme..

34. They can play like I do.

35. They kmow ms much s I do.

36 . + is fun and we won't hurt

gach other.

87+ They know how to play the games
I like to play.

38. They won't getv hurt.

3 they are a lob kinder.

40, They don't hurt me and I don's

hurt them.

%o can have & geood time.

.~

]

S
[u]
.

4z2. I£ T play right with thea,

they will play right with me.

43. They are more friendly.

44, 1 like to play with then.

45. Ve ecan have & zood Gime.

46. I have fun with them.

47+ They play the seme thinzs I
do.

48, Ve are by ourselves and we

don't get hurt.
They arc my size.
They can play as rough as I

C&Xl e

[T
[esJda)

Some I do and sowme I'm mad at.

}.Jn

]

@
[
bt
-

Y e
Somet
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TABLE IV {Continued)

PLAY INTERESTS

Or CHILDREN

GIRLS
Po you like to play with children
the same age as yourself: Humber Reason Given
Yes 52 1. They can play the ganes I can.
2+ 1 would rather play with
children my owm age.
3. They ean play the same thing
I can.
4.. They are gzocd to ne.
5« We have fun.
6. They won't get run over.
7+ They like to play the games
I do.
- 8. Ve can have more fun.
9. We can have more fun.
19. Thsy do not hurt me.
11. They arc my size.
12. Ve have lots of fun.
13. They know most of the gemes
I do.
14. They know the games I do.
15. They like the games I like and
won't get hurt.
16. They know the games I like to
play. .
17+ We can play the same things.
18. Vie can play together.
19. They play what I want te play.
20+ They can't hurt me and I can't
hurt them.
2l. They play the way I do.
22. It is fun to play together.
23+ They want to play what I Iknow.
24. I won't nurt them and I won't
zet hurt.
25+ They seen closer to me.
26. I don't fesl left behind or
older.
27« They night lmor & fame I don't
know.
28, They know what I like to play.
29+ 1 like to hecause I have fun.
30+ Their zgmes fit with mine.
3ls They knmow my gemes.
d2« I heve lots of friends my age.
3%+ They are zo much fun to play

withe



[GIRVN [NV
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3

They know all the games I do.
They can play the sames kind
of games L do.

They know my gemes.

I have more fun.

3

We have fun together.

They know how te play without
fiphting.

They kmow the things to play.
I have more fun with them.

I can do the same thing they

car.

We all like to play the samc

thing.

We can have 2 better time.
I want them %o be in the same
grade I am in.

46. We can help each othsr in our
schocl worke.

47. 1 have lots of fun with them.

456. They know most of the gamos.

42. We have fun together.

b0, I like to play with children
my ege.

5l. I like children my age.

52. We cen do the same bthings.

Mo
Sometines 1.

ometimes I do and somebimes




L. Study Inberests

Table V discloses some results worth comsideration. The boys and

<
S

\

girls did not agree in their liking for various subjects. Art ranked

)

irst with the boys which was due chiefly to the fact that wooderaft and
leather work was being taught at the time the questionnaire was given.
Ancther reason which may heve influenced the boys' choices was due to the
fact that the instructor was a men.

Art ranked first with the boys, while with the girls, Art ranked
second. Social Studies renked first with the girls, while with the boys,

Soeial Studlies renked second. Library wes third cholee for the boys and

2 s
sixth cholce for the girls. Arithmetic ranked fourth choice with the

boys and seventh cholce with the girls. Reading ranked fifth cholce w

e
&
&

the boys and third cholce with the girls. Spelling ranked sixth choice
with the boys end fifth choice with the girls. Health ranked seventh

place with the boys and eighth

£

tes

»lace with the girls. Boys did not like

Penmanship, whils the zirls chose Pemmenship as their ninth choice.

<

“

Table VI shows the number of pupils disliking different subjects and

w2

.

their reason why. Boys disliked Music more then any obher subject, while
the girls disliked arithmetic. Arithmetic ranked gecond as the most dis-

liked suhject with the boys, while the girls indicated English as the

most disliked. Doth boys and girls chose Scocial Studiss as the subject
disliked for the third place. Husic ranked fourth place for the girls

Iy
Reading rmnked fourth place for the boys, while the girls ranked it in the

ninth place. Library renked fifth for the boys and sixth for the girls.

English ranked sixth for the boys. Art ranked seventan for the boys and
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eleventh for the girls. Girls also added Dictionzary Siudy, Penmanship
and Health. ¥Five boys stated that they did not dislike any subject,
while fourtesn gilrls stated that they did not dislike any subject.

In checking through the children's reasons for waeking their cholces
of subjects, 1t socn became apparent that most of the responses showing
disapprovel could be classified under five general headings: (1) Feulty
or uninteresting course or materiels, (2) Lack of ability or aptitude
on the part of the pupil, (3) Method of teaching, {(4) The toacher, (5)
The value placed on the course by the pupil.

It is & popular concept thet if a large percentage of the children
actively dislike a glven subject, it is certsin that they approach th
learning of this subject under & most serious learning handiecap, if we
regard interest as essential bo learning. In such & case we musbt recog-
nize that there is something basically wrong with the subject matter,
with its grade placement or with the way in which it is taught. Children
mey dislike what is demonstrably a very valuable subjeet because it is
inherently difficult for them and they constantly find in it the experience
of failure.

One mignt infer from the results of the sbudy that children are
inclined to like subjects which are specific and objective in their

imssediate outcomes, such as arithmetiec, art and reading. In these sub-

they can seo quite ilmmediately ths produects of their efforts.

(SN
]

An interesting thing observable in checking children's reasons for
their subject choices was the fact that, while they were rather indefinite
about their reasons for liking subjects, although they were inclined to

have definite likes, they were most definite about their reasons for dis-

liking subjects, and their ressons for disliking them fall into large
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general categories which lend themselves readily to consideration in

curriculum building.
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TABLE ¥V

HUMBER OF PUPILS LIKING VARIOUS SUBJECTS ARD Wr

BOYS
Subject Liked Best Humber Reason Given
1. Art 20 1. I might make money for wmy pleture.
2. We get to make things.

3. Ve get to do cralt worlk.

4. T like %o paint, draw and do craftwork.

5. I like to draw.

6. It is fun and easy to do.

7. I like to draw.

8« I like to draw.

9. I like to draw and paint.

10. We work with wood craft.

11. It is so interesting.

l2. I like art beceuse 1t is bheautiful
and I like to draw.

153. I can learn how to draw.

1l4. I get to use paint.

15. I can learn how to draw snd be an
artist.

16. 1 like to draw.

17. It is not hard.

18. You can make pretty pilctures and sse
pretty plctures.

19. I like to draw.

20. I want to know how to draw.

2+ Social 3tudies 14 1. TYou can study about the world.
2. It is interesting.
3. You can study about the way people
live.

4. We study about Interesting bhings.
5« It is fun and T liks it.

6. The guestions aren't hard.

7. ¥We study about different people.
8. I like to study about other lands.

8. I like %o study about people.
10. I learn about the world.
11. 7T learm about different lands.

12. It is interesting.
13. I want to learn sabout the world.
4. I want %o learn how other people live.

%+ Library 8 1. It is interesting.
2. We can read different books.
3+ I get to read a lot.
4. You learn to read better and nore.
. 5, I like to read boocks. ‘
8 It is fun to read.




. Arithmetic 4 1. It teaches you to figure.
2. It does you a lot of good.
%« It is the easiest for me to learn.

4o I 2m hest in it.

AV
]

5. Heading . It tells sbout everything.

2. I am best in reading.

5. S8pelling 2 1. It is fun to use new words.
2« I think it is casy.

7. Health 2 1. You learn to keep your bhody well.
2. It is fun to learn about.

8. Music 1 1. e have a pood teacher.

Total 51
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GIRLS
Suhiject Liked Best Humber Reason Given
1. Socelal Studies 23 1. Ve study about obther lands.

2.~ T like %o lesrn aboubt other lands.

S« TYou study about many lands.

4« I like %o sbudy about other lands.

5. 1 like to study aboub meny lands.
I like to know &bout other lands.

7« I like to study about other lands.
I 5 ws about other lends.

10. I learn how other people live.

1l. I can learn aboubt ather countries.
12. I leern about different countries.
13. It is easy.

4. I ean learn about the world.

15. We learn about othsr people.

16. I like it.

17. I study about the world.

18. It is interesting.

19. ¥e make a book that we can keep.
20« You study about the world.

21. It is helpful %o lmow.
22. T like it wvery much.
23. It is interesting.
2. Art 1ib 1. We get to paint.

2. It usually has beauty.

. I like to draw and color.

4. I like to do craftwork snd draw.
5. I like to do craftwork.

8. I like to draw.

7. I like to draw pictures.

8. I enjoy it very much.

9. I like the way plcetures sre drawn

and painted.

10. It is a pgood skill to learn.

11. It is & good skill.

12, T like to draw.

1l3. It teeches you to draw.

4. 1 love Ho draw and color.

15. I like to paint.

19
—
.

You can read different stories.
2. I like %o read.

3. I like to read.

4. Ths guestions aren’t hard.

2+ Reading




4. Husic 3 1. It is fun to sing end you learn many
good songs.

2. 1 like to sing.
5+ When you grow up you will learn how o
play instruments.
5. Spelling 2 1. T like it.

™~
.
o

learn o spell words.

6. Library 2 1. I like to read bocks and magazines.
Z. T enjoy it best.

T. Arithmetic 2 1. %hen I grow up I want to be a clerk.
2 It is 50 33.3370

8. Hdealth i 1. I like to study shout the body.

9. Penmanship 1 ‘1. 5o I will be able to write a nice

hand.
Tobal 53
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TABLE VI

NUuBER OF PUPILS DISLIKING VARIOUS SUBJECTS AND WHY

‘BOYS

Subject Disliked ¥umber Reason Given

1. Iusic 13 1. I don't know my syllables.
2« You have to find do in syllables.
3. You have to write syllables.
4. 1 don't like %o sing.

5. I don't like to sing.
€. I don't sing very good.
7. I don't like %o sing.
8. I can't get syllables.
9. I don't like music.

10. I don't like music.

11, I don't like %to sing.

12. It has too many syllabless
13. I don't like to study syllables.

2. Aritimetic 9 le I don't like the teacher.

2. It is too hard.

3. It is too hard.

4. I don't know my problems.

Be It is sorta hard.

6. 1%t is too harde.

7. I doun't know how to do it gooda.

g+« Some of them are hard problems.

9. We have to add, divide, subbtract,
multiply to get a certain answer
and sometimes we miss it.

%. Sociel Studies 5] 1. I make bad grades.
2. I don't like to study it.
3. I think it is hard.
4. You have to use the geography too much.
5. You heve to answer s0 many guestions.
6. I don't like to give reports.

4. Reading 5 le I do not like to read.

2. 1 do not like to read.

d» It is not fun.

4o 1 cennot read good.

5« You have to answer too meny questions.
5. Library 5 1. We have to learn numbers.

2+ The teacher gets grouchy.

3« You have to learn hwmabers.

4+ The teacher is meszn.

De You hawvs to sit in little chalrs.
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We have to write paragrd e
It is not interesting. 8

We have to memorize things. Zﬁ%ﬁ
I cannot gebt it.

I can't paint.

You have to draw just rignt.
It is too easy.

Your paper gets £00 messy.

I like them all.

They are all interesting.
They are all casy.

It is fun to study them all.
I like %o study all subjects.
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TABLE VI (Continued)

JISLIKING VARIOUS BURJECTE AMND

v«»
o

GIRLS
Subject [isliked Humber lieason Given
1. Arithmetie 12 1. I think it is hard.

2« It is 80 hard.

3. It seems hard for me to do.

4. It seems hard to do.

5. It is hard.

« You have te divide snd I-don't like
t0.

7« I do not like to study it

8. The teacher doss not explaLn it good.

Y. I don't like the tsacher.

10. I don't like the teacher.

1l. I% is too herd.

18. I just don't like it

2. Inglish § 1. I don't enjoy it
.. Ze) I don't enjoy it at all.
3« It i3 sometimes very hard.
4. I don't like 1t
5. I just don't like it.
8. I get the wrons answers.
3., Socisal Studies 5 1. They olways last too long.

2+ You can't have fun finding answers.

S+« 1'do net enjoy it.

4. It isg too hord.

6. I don't like {0 study about other
countries.

I don't like syllables.

4. Husice 5 1.
2. I don't like to sing nobes.
3« I don't like %o sing notes.

4. Ve nave Lo singe
5. I don't like music with music
syllables.

E. Spelling ' 2 - 1. I don't like spelling.
‘ 2. I have to learn to spell.

8. Library 2 1. I don't like to read very muche.
2« I have %o sit in baby chairs.

T+ Dictiomary Study 2 1. You have to look wp words.
Z» The words are to¢ kwrd te find.

Penmanship 2 1. I have to write too mucie
2. I don't like to do push and “ulls.

G
»
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Heeding 1. I nmeke bad grades.
Health l. We have to stay in and study.
Art 1, T cant't draw.

T don't dislilke
any

—t

> B> B & LS 7 I N

like all my subjects.

like them all.

like to go to school and learn.
like 4o do all of them.

of them are hard.

carn lots in every subject.
like =211 my subjects.

like to go to school and work.
are &ll easy.

They are fun to get.

They teach you to learn.

They are all easy.

They teach you things.

They are all easy.
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De School Interests

The relation of the teacher to the individual child is an oubstanding
element ih the social psychology of childhood. Important also is the
"atmosphere” of the classroom, for it is possible to develop & feeling of
“naturalness and nervous relexation or of tense effort and artificialiby.
iueh of the schoolts influence on children depends upon this “atmosphers”
which may cause them to love school or dread it. Progressive teachers
are abtempbing to male the school & place in which natural childish
activities and interests may be guided in such = way as to bring aboutb a-
good education. The effort is to make the school the center of childhood
society, rether then & place in whieh children become unsccial, or even
anti-socials, Table VII shows the number of pupils liking or disliking
school and the resson for their cholce. Girls like school better than
boys.

Teble VIII shows the nwnber of pupils expressing the desire or lack

[

of desire for further cducation by golng to college after graduation from
high school. Reasons were also given by the children. The dssire for a

good cducation was the prime reason.
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TABLE VII

NUMBER OF PUPILS LIKING OR DISLIZING SCHCOL AND THE REASON ¥IY

BOYS
Likes to go to School Number Reason Given
Yes 39 1. You do not have to sit around.
2. It is interesting.
3« You have lots of friends.
4. You can learn more.
5. The schools are bad as college.
8. You learn things.
7. You can learn bhetber.
8. You can learn.
9. I don*t like to sit around the house.
10. You can read all kinds of books.
11. I will learn wmore then those who
“don't.
12. You learn to read and write.
13+ 1 learn more.
l4. To learn to read, write, spell and
do arithnetic.
156. I like bto study and draw pletures

in art.
18. 1 like %o go to school to learn.
17. T want a good education.
18. I want to have an educatlion.
12. You learn how to read and write.

20. So I won't be dumb.

2l. I want sn education.

22. I want & good education.

23. I like to go because it is fun.
24. 1 want a good education.

25. 1 have good friends te play with.
26. I learn more.

27+ I want to lesrn more.

28+« There is nothing hard about 1t.

29. I want an educstion.

30, You pget an education and you can get
a job easier.

3l. You loarn more in school than out of
schooli

32+ I want to learn about the world.

3%3. I wanlt to have a good education.
34. I want an education.

35. I like to go and get an education.
36. I like to learn things in school.
37. I like %o learn about =ll things.
38. I want to be smart.

39. B¢ I won't be dumbe.
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Ho 11 l, I don't like to study.

2. I don't like my teacher.
I hawve to study so nuch.

I don't like to study.

I like to play better than I like to

Work.

6. I would rather play.

I don't like it.

8. I have a club to attend to.

9. I have to work too hard.
I
I

[Na IS ]
L ] »

1G. like to play.
11. have to take too many tests.

Sometimes 1 l. Sometimes I get a spanking if I do
not do good work.

Total 51
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TABLE VII (Continued)

WUMBER OF PUPILS LIKING OR DISLIKING SCHOOL AND THE REASOW WHY

GIRLS
Likes to go to School jumber Reason Given
Yes bl 1. I learn a lot. p
2. You can learn more things.
3. 1 like my teachers, studies, and

-
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17.
18.

15.

20.

21 L3

22’

friends.

The teachers are nice to ne.

It is eagy.

You will get part of your education.
You learn good manners.

e have some good teachers.

It teaches you how to read and write.
You learn things.

You lesrn more things.

You learn something.

You learn many different things.

I learn things.

I can learn things.

I have & nice teacher and lsarn a
lot.

It teaches you things.

You learn things you should know.
You get educated.

I cen learn things.

It is fun to go to school.

I like my teachers.

¥ learn end have many friends.

I want to learn.

You learn more than by staylng out.
I like =11 the subjects.

I can learn nore things.

I want an education and make f{riends.
I like to do the school work.

I like school very nmuch.

I like 2all my teachers, subjects and
playmates.

I learn things.

I like to learn things.

It teeches us what we don't imow.
like all my teachers.

have fun at schoocl.

have more fun.

can get an education.

like to know different things

like to study about different things.
like to see my friends.



4Z. I like most of my friends.
45+ Ve study about different countries.
44. I like to study all of my lessons..
45. You learn meny things in school.
46. I like to work and play.
47. 1 want an education.
48. I want to grow up smert.
49. I want & good educations
50. I like to learn all I can.
51. I don't want %o be dumb.
No 1. It is too much work.
2. ¥We have to work in schecol.
Sometimes

Total
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TABLE VIII

NUMBER OF PUPILS EXPRESSIHG THE DESIRE OR LACK OF DESIRE FOR
FURTHER EDUCATION BY GOING TO COLLEGE ADTE? GRADUATION FROM HIGH SCHOOL

BOYS

Wants to go to College Number Reason Given

Yes 41 1. You will get more education.
2. I want to get an education.
3. I want to be a pilot.

4e 350 T will have a good education.

5. I can learn the joy of beoing a boxer.

& You will get more jobs 1f you do.

7. T will Knom rore when 1 grow up.

8. So I can be an airplane maker.

2. You can learn more about things.
10. ieybe I will be well educated.
11. So I can be educated.

12. It will help you know more.

13. I want to lesrn how %o do things.

14. T want to grow up with a good
education.

15, I want to learn.

16. You will learn more.

17. You will learn a lot.

18. T want to learn to meke things.

19, I want to learn to be a pilot.

20, So I will be really a smart person.

2l. I want an cducation.

22. To get a good education.

23. 1 want to get an education.

24. I want to heve an education.

25. 1 want all the education I can get.

26. I want to learn to be an airplane
pilot.

27. I want to study art.

28. 1 went an education.

29. I want to be an airplane pilot.

30. I want to be an airplane pilot.

3l. I want to get an education.

32. 1 want bto learn to be a policeman.

33. 1 want an education.,

34. I want a good education.

83. I want an educstion.

8. So I can get an education.

37. I want to have a good education.

38« I want to learn all I can.

33. 1 want to be smart.

40. I want my folks to be proud of me.

41l. I want an education.




Ho 10 L. It will take a long time to finish,
Z. You have to do too much work.
3. 1 don't want to go.
4. I'm going to go to work.
5. 1 don't like to study.
6« I don't want to be a doctor or
teacher.
7o I don't want to go.
g+ It is too hard.
S« I won't have the money.
10. The work 1s too hard.
Total 51
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TABLE VIII (Continued)

FUZBER ' NG THE DESIKE OR LACK OF DESIRE POR
FURTHER bDUCATIOm BY GOTHG TC UOLLuJL AFTER GRADUATION FRGM HIGH SCHOOL

GIRLS
Wents to go to College HNumber feason Given
Yes 46 1. I want to get an edueation.
2+« I want an education.
3. I want to get sn education.
4, I can get & better education.
5. T want to get an education.
6. When I grow up I will get a good job.
7. I might be a teacher.
8. I want to get a geod education.
9. I want a2 better education.
10. I hope Yo have a good education.
11. I want to get a good education.
12. I want an education.
2. I want to ve a teacher.
14. I learn to be a secrebary.
16 T want to learn to be & nurse.
1€. ©Go I can learn o do somothing.
17. T want to get an education.
12. I want to be & beauty shop lady.
13. I wenit to learn Lo be a teacher.
20. I have %o have & good cducation Go
teach.
2le I want to be & stewardess.
22. I want 2 good education.
2&+ I want to be a stewardess.
24. S50 I can get an education.
25. I want to get an education.
26. I think I could get my lessons good.
27. 1 want to learn more.

23, You san study what you want Lo be.
29. It educates you.
30. You can learn & lot more.
3le So I can learn to be 2 good nurse.
$2. To learn home economics.
To get & hetter education.
I'11 kxnow more.
So that I can get educated.
I 11 lsarn a lot.
I #ill get an education.
1'11 learn more about things.
I think you will learn more.
I can live in a dorm, cook, swim,
and sew.
I wanv an education.
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42. I want vo get a good education. .
43. To learn things and to get good jobs.
44, I think it would be fun.
45. Bo I'1l1l know more.
48. Bo I can get a good job later.
Mo 7 1. 1 don't like school.
2. It would cost my folks too much
MONeY »

4s It is Loo hard.

£+ Hother doesn't want me to gzo.

5. I don't think I would iike to go.
6« T don't like to work.

7. I don't like to study.

Total 53
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"E. Resading Interests
The results of investigabtions of the development of reading interests
are roughly as follows .~ Children Just beginning to read (about & or 7
years old) show épecial delight in short, profusely illustrated, rather

fenciful stories about animals cor fairies or other children. Typical are

the Peter Rabbit

o

coks. Gradunlly there is a& certain emergence from

fancy to fact; and for three or four years, beginning with 9 or 10, the
boys are inteorested in tales of active adventures, in invention and
mechanica, in the lives of famous men and in meterisl about hobbies.

Boys and girls seemed about equally interested in mystery storles
and this type ranked first iIn the list. The boys' strongest preference
was for the mystery steries. The girls' strongest preference was for
fairy bales. TFelry tales ranked third with the boys. Adventure stories
renked second with boys and third with the girls. Boys expressed more
interest in dstective storles than girls. Other types of stories were
not of outstanding interest to the children. Table IX shows the btype of
sbory most liked by both boys and girls. Stories of mystery and fairy
tales have & strong sppeal for this age groups.

girls from a high sccio=-sconomic background reveal more

0
[#]

Boys an
discrimination in thelr expressed reading interests, and evince greater
enthusiassn for exciting adventure then pupils from a nsighborhocd of low

cconomlic end culturel status.® The pupils of the lower environment reveal

lﬁcKee, Paul, Heading and Literature in the Elementary School

(Dallas: Houghton-iifflin Company, 1934).

ZTexman, Lowls i{. and Lime, dargaret, Children's Reading (2d ed.;
¥ew York: D. Appleton~Century Company, 1931).




s
<

a pattern of development ¢f reading tastes that lags behind that found
mong the more forbunately situated childrem.

These types of stories werc determined by the child's omn selection.
Each child was asked to write his favorite type of story. In Table IX,

of stories listed are those chosen by the child himself.

]

the type



5 4087

TARLE IZ

LIZED BY

BOTIL BOYS .

A
[29 .l'.f

D GIRLS

47

Type of Stories Preferred

Humber of Pupils Preferring

Boys Girls Total
lystery 14 it 25
Fairy Tales 11 18 27
Adventure 12 9 21
Detective 3 1 9
Animal 1 4 5
Folk Stories 0 3 2
Western 2 0 2
Travel 0 2 4
Gnost 0 1 1
Priscn Q 1 1
Cowboy 0 1 1
Hurder 0 1 1
Funny 0] 1 1
Sad s 1 1
Total 43 56 104




Studles of megazines show almost 100 per cent of the younger children
lcoking at the pictures and cartoons. Girls read more macazines then boys.
Hing boys stated that they did not read magazines whereas only two girls
made the same statement.

The eight represertative children's megazines as constitubing the

collection in this platcon school are in order of their preference:

Story Parade, Viee Wisdom, Child Life, Children's Activities, American Roy,

Open Road for Boys, Playmate, and Boys' Life.

n

In their bibliographies of children's literature, Bamherger and

Broeningl list these children's magazines: Child Life, Parties {(Demnison

Publishing Company), St. Wicholas, Wature Magezine, John dartin's Book,

American Beoy, Youth's Compenion, Popular Homecraft, Geographiczl

konthly, Boys' Life, and iodel Lirplanc News and Junior Hechanics.

In compurison with this study, three mazagzines are the same 1in hoth

groups » They are Child Life, American Boy and Boys' Life.

Table X shows the types of magazines most frequently reed by both
boys and girls. Hany children listed adult magerines. An explanation of
this is probably due to the fact that adult magaziunes are those which
are more avallable in the home.

dapazines should be selected so as to procure for pupils of various
ages, adequate treatment of a wide range of infteresting, worthwhile content.
4t the same time, stimulating stories, poebical appenl, ana artistic

B

features should be given due consideration.

lBamborger, Florenecs £. and Broening, Angele, A Guide tc Children's
Literature (Baltimore: Johm Hopkins Press, 1931).




TABLE X

TYPES OF HMAGAZLINES READ HMOST FREQUENILY BY BOTIl BOYS AND SIRLS

[

<@

Wumber of Puplls Preforring

Hagazines Preferrad

Boys Girls Tota
Story Parade 6 13 18
Wee Wisdom 6 iz 18
Chiid Life 1 8 g
Life Hagezine 8 1 7
Saturday Evening Post 4 1 5
Children's Activities 8] 4 4
Colliers 3 1 %
Farmer's Stockman 4 0 4
American Boy 3 0 3
Open Read For Boys 3 0 8
Movie ¥agazine 0 3 3
Good flousekeeping 8] 3 3
Playmate O 2 pa
Popular Mechanics 2 0 2
¥ational Geographic 2 0 2
Boys! Life 2 0 2
Farmer's ¥ife Q 1 1
Farmer's Journal 0 1 1
indies lome Journsl O 1 1
Do not read magazines 9 2 11

Total 51 b3 104




2+ Books

During the fourth yezr in school, children are now reading somewhat

independently; they have Tormed an scquaintance with a comsiderable body

of literature; they have developed preferencs for particulsr types of

books .

-

Table XI shows the favorite book of each child. "Blaze and the

1

n

Forest Fire" by Anderson™ ranked first with the boys with a total of

ten preferences. “Flicke, Kicke, Dicka and the ¥ew Dotten Dresszes" by

T oA 4 'S S 1 - Y
Lindmen® and “Susanna's Auction,"® a French story, ranked first with the

girls with a choice of four Tor each bhook.

The boys listed 30 different books end the girls listed 34. All
these books are found in the school 1ibrery or in the public library
which is situated in the same block as the elementary school. It nmust
be remembered tha£ this school hes the plstoon type of organization and
the children spend 50 minutes a day in the school library. This period
is wvsually given to the children &s thelr free rsading period under the
direction of a trained librarian.

Teble XI shows the wide interest that these pupils have from thelr

selection of books. Included in this list.of hooks are: bhiography, myth

and legend, animal stories, factuml stories, achievements of people,

.

safety stories, adventure stories &nd stories of other lands.

1ﬂnderson, Clarence William, Blaze and the Forest Firs (¥Wew York:

Macmillsn, 1933).

ZLindman, $iaj Jan, Plicka, Ricka, Dicka and the Wew Dotted Dres
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“{Chicazo: A. Whitmen, 1939).

L]

o
3
r =
»

o]
(@]
s
ot
o
ct
f"
(v

4 A x . ;
YBusannats Auction; from the Frenci 1
lienvel, (Little Librarles) (New York: llacmillan, 1923).




TABLE X

FAVORITE BOOX OF BACH CHILD

BOYS
Favorite Book Author Humber

1. Blaze and the Forest Fire Anderson 10
2. The Voyages of Dr. Dolittle Lefting 4
&. Tom Sawyer Twain 3
4. Treasure Island Stevenson 2
5+ Robinson Crusoe Deloe 2
8. Fairy Tules From the Swedish Braskstad 2
7. Sambo and the Twins Banmne rman 2
8. Little Swiss Wood Carver Brandels 2
9.+ The Farm Twins Perkins p
10. Hodern Story Book Vadsworth 2
11, Willy Hilly Flack "1
12. Tale of Peter Rabbit Potter 1
13. Jerry and the Pony Express Tousey 1

14. Little Tim and the Brave Ses
Captain Ardizzone 1
16. Safety Can Be Fun Leal 1
16. Lidget & Bridget Hader 1

17. Snipp, Snapp, Snurr and the
Hobby Horse Lindman 1
18. Ping, the Duck Flack 1
19. Bobbsey Twins &t the Circus Hope 1
20. TWaerpaint S : Brown 1
21l. Taming Animels - Wida 1
22. The Pickaninny Twins Perkins 1
23. Book of Cowboys . holling 1
24. The Tree Boys Hida 1
5. 4 Visit to Grandmother Smith 1
26. The Cave Twins Perking 1
27. In Country and Clity - Smith 1
28+ The Indian Twinsg Perlkins 1
29. Let's Take Turns Nemec 1
30. Enjoying Our Land Bush 1

Total 51




TA4BLE XI (Continued)

FAVORITE BOOK OF BACH CHILD

52

GIRLS
Favorite Book Author Nunber
1. Plicka, Ricke, Dicka and the
New Dotted Dresses Lindmen 4
2+ Susenna's Auction French 4
$. Grimm's Fairy Tales Grimm 3
4, Junior Lattinore 3
5. Voyages of Dr. Dolittle Lofting 3
6. Angus and the Cat Flack 2
7. Jean Wanted & Eitty Germill 2
8. Little Pear ‘ Lattinore 2
9. HMidget and Bridget Hader 2
10. Tom Sawyer Twaln 2
11. Little &nn of Caneda Bailey 2
12. Heidi Spyri 2
13. Smiling Hill Farm iason 1
14. The Like-to-do-Stories Smith 1
15. Snipp, Snepp, Snurr and the
Hobby Horse Lindman 1
16. Indian Twins Perkins i
17. Thimble Summer Enright 1
18. Big Miss Library Baisden 1
19. Children of the Prairie Curtis 1
20+ BSambo and the Twins Bannerman 1
21. Bunny Brown end His Sister Sue Hops 1
22. Nixie Bunny in Menners Land Sindlar 1
23. Down, Down the lountein Credle 1
24. ©School Friends Nenec 1
25. PFarm on the Hill Derroughorn 1
26+ Water Babiles Kingley 1
27. Red Feather and the Star Maiden 1
28. Hitty on My. Syrup's Farnm Holberg 1
29. Enjoying Our Land Bush 1
30. George tashington DTAulaire 1
3l. Little Tim and the Brave Sea
Captain Flack 1
32+ Billy end Blaze Anderson 1
83+ Aunt Green, Aunt Breown and Aunt
Lavender Beskow 1
34« On the Farm Robinsen 1
Total 53
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3. Comiec Strips

An exploratory study of fourth grade children's interests in conmic
strips was undertaken because of the lack of chbjective information about
the nature of these interests. That children enjoy the comics almost
goes without saying. They seem to prefer them to many other forms of
amusement and read then whether or not they read other parts of the news=
peper. The term "comic strip" is used here for want of & better name of
identifying the carteon story. It 1s a term that is né longer adeguate
to cover the type of cartocns to which it is supposed to apply. Heny

"oomicg!

are no longer comical. For example, the content of the comic
nost popular among the children studied is devolid of enything even
remotely hunorous. |

The comic strip is & distinctive and revealing feature of our American
sulturc. Something of the extent to which it affects us sll is suggested
by the faect that there are over 1,260 different comic strips and that
comics are published in almost all of our newspapers. Hoger Gayl has
estimated that 80,000,000 Ameriecans read the Suanday supplement comics
alone. Even the teachers are impressed. An English teucher has asserted
that "we Americens do think in comie supplement terms."? iHe goes on to
develop the thesis that the comic strips bid feir to become the basis of
an Americen mythology--they are, says he, "genuine mabverials of the

Ameriean cult.”

i)

lGay, Roger C., "A Teacher Reads the Comies," Harvard Educational

Review, VII {iarch, 1935), 198-209.

2Drachman, Julian ., "Prospectus for an American Mythology,"
English Temchers Journal, XIX (December, 1230), 781-788.
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Table XII shows the comic strips most frequently read by both boys
end girls. Superman renked first with the boys by a wide margin. Blondie
and Dagwood ranked first with the girls. Dick Tracy ranked second with
both boys and girls.

The preference of the girls for comics of romsnce and family is
indicated by their favoring Blondie and Dagwcod over the boys' choices
for comics of adventure such as Supermen.

It is evident that the boys were particularly attracted by actlion,
adventure, fighting, feats of strength and daring, fantastic tales of
life, and thrilling escapades which are all involved in the one comic
strip, Superman. Hineteen comic strips were chosen by the boys snd girls
as their choiece for the most popular cqmics. Little Henry is the only
comic in this list thet is almost entirely in pantomine. Twelve of these
gconics are stories of adventure, three are animeted cartoons, two are
eartoons of child life, and two portray femily life.

¥any reasons were glven for their preferences for certain camic
strips. Tor the most part, comic strips are appealing because they are
excibing, mysterious, and thrilling; they are full éf action and fighting;
they tell interesting stories; they present characters whose bravery,
strength, beauty, and unfailing ability to master all difficulties appeal
to the young heart and mind. Such reasons cover over two-thirds of the
explenations given by the children for their cholces« The element of

humor, from which these cartoons derived thelr nams, is mentioned very

little.



TABLE

COMIC STRIPS 08T FREQUENTLY

XIT

READ BY THE BOYS AND GIRLS

55

Comic Strip Preferred

Number of Pupils Preferring

Boys

Girls Total

Superman

Dick Tracy

Blondie and Dagwood
Hiewatha
Xatzenjemmer Kids
Tarzan

Little Henry
Mickey iiocuse

Lone Renger

Charlie Chan

Little Orphan Jnnle
Popeye

Joe Palooke

Wavy Bob Steele

Sub Zero

Jane Arden

Yenkee Doodle
Haggle and Jiggs

23
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Porky, the Plg 0
Total 51 53 104
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CHAPTER IV

SUIRARY AND CONCLUBIOWS

The purpose of the investigation was to discover children's play-,

reading-, study~, and school~interests of fourth grade pupils of

s

the elementary school. This investigation was made with the pupils of

the fourth grede in the elementary schools in Bristow, Cklahoma, duriag

the school year 1940-41. The 104 children studied in this investigation

=)

ranged in age from eight to eleven years. OF this number 53 were girls

end 51 were boys.

)

The data tebulated in this study have several weak points. The mein

one is the failure to check the reliability by retesting. On the basis

of the data presented, the Tollowling conclusions mey be drawn:

1.

19
.

Pourth grede boys are interested in the active and dramatie
occupations, while the girls show a tendency to choose vocatlons
which require specialized training.

Boys have & strong

>

er interest in goemes involving motor activity,
in which they uswslly excell; while girls prefer pames of a more
social nature.

Children have very definite likes and dislikes so far as school
subjects are concerned. Certain subjects were rather consistently
appreciated or liked by large numbers of children, whersas certain
other subjects were rather comstantly disliked or not highly
apprecisted.

x.

It was evident that girls liked school more than boys, although

3

both boys and girls liked school. Associatlon with others, desire
for companionship, and thirst for knowledge renk as the three

greatest reasons.
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5. The reactions of these 104 fourth grade children reveal strong
interests in action and exciting adventure, fairy tales, and
mystery storles. Studies of magezines show that salmost 100 per
cent of the younger children look at pictures and cartoons .t
i greeter per cent of girls than of boys read magazines. Types
of stories chosen by this group are blography, myth and legend,
animal stories, adventure stories, and stories of other lands.
"Superman” renked first with the boys and "Blondie and Dagwood”
ranked first with the girls. This shows thet girls are more

interested in romence and family life, while bhoys prefer adventure.

i¥orris, Ruth E., "4 Comparative Study in Children's Magazine
Interests,” Blementary English Review, (October, 1928), 214.
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