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PRDA~ 

Colonel Olof Werling Melin, originator of t he Melin ayatem of Swed.1ah 

horthand now ta118ht in moat of the aohoola ill Sweden, and author ot a 

two volume work entitled 11Stenograt1o1 s B1atoria1 , passed away early 

in 1940. According to Dr. John ~bert Ch-egg, he wa.e •one of the most 

noted of shorthand author! tiea in the world and in dd.1 tion was one of 

the fin.eat men l ve ever known". ])r. CJod!rey l>ne speaks of hia 

hiato of atenogra.J>h1' a.a 11b7 far the best a.nd moat oomprehene1Te work 

in its field1 • 

Certainl7 Melin'• history of atenographJ' aerita tra.nalation into 

the lpgliah language as well as close study- 011 tha part of all students 

of the history.of atenograp~. In this atud.7 an attempt has been made 

to tr~late the first part of TolumeI, including Chapters I, II, III, 

IT, and a part of Chapter Y. 

The transl ator deairea to •%J>reaa his appreciation to Dr. Mclee ,iak, 

Bead of the J>epa.rtment of Co roe, oJDaD.1a College of the University 

of lorth Carolina, Green.aboro, lorth Carolina, and to Dr. neroy L. Stromberc, 

.Aaaiat t Profeaaor of Peye1ologJ and Philosophy, Oklahoma. A. & K. College, 

Stillwater, Oklahoma, for their ma.n;r helpful suggestions and construct1Te 

cr1t1c1sme, and also to J • .Andrew Holle:,, Bead of the Depa.rtmnt ot 

lb.sineas Sducat1on, Oklahoma A. & M. College, for hie valuable and generou• 

as•istance. 

PermiHion to translate 111\Y part, or- all ot Olot Melin'• 1B18'tory ot 

nograph71 we.a graciomly granted. in a pereonal letter from elin 

to Dr. U:cKee l'i who e~eeted to 

ork. 

the tran.alation of thi• important. 
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CHAPTER I 

IB'?RODUCTIOJt 

1 

Going back &8 far aa the ancient and pecul1 hieroglyphics of 

Mexico and Peru, one find• that SJIODg the world's lllanJ' different wri ting 

a;yate there are two widely separated group•: !be :&a.at aia.tic and 

the Weataaiatic-~ope • !he former group, the original fol'II of which 

is the Chineae al bet and which has been r et ined into the present , 

baa, howeTer, had no influence upon our ordin&rT iting. !he 'feet .,. Biatic

~op s7stema, on the other hand, constitute, despite their . tiplicit7 

of fo s, a UD1t7, have their co on origin in aa ancient Semitic 

acript, from which nearl7 all the alphabetic characten now in use 1n. 

civilised. countriea trace their beginninga. 

In the lgyptian hieroglyphica--the hol y aigna--one will find the 

hiato17 of the co11111on deTelopment of fo!'IIIII of writing beet preserTed. 

Bare one 8eee moat cle 17, how the image or picture forms 1lowl7 change 

to word and ayllable tol'JIB, and fin&l.17 reach their completion in eo 

tol"IIB, where the old word.sign. pictures indie te merely the origin of th 

sounds. And with these 1oundforma was the first, most certainly the 

first vowel reco zing, alpha.bet ready. 

~he connection between the Kt;1I>ti and the Semitic fo of wr i ting 

have t as yet been clearl.7 indi ted, but pre8Ulllabl7 the Semitic tribe 

which gp.Te the world new script about 1200 B. C. used the Egyptian 

hieroglyphic• aa modela. 

!he Se tea, like the :lgfptie.ns, had sign.a only for con11onanta: 

even their lettera c be traced to older dgn forms, and both forme 

of writing were written. tro right to left. :hidence that Semitic 



peoploo ,1ere f ~mili~r with hierogJJyphies is found in a discovery made 

:in l'ri05 on the "S1nr:ihalvon11 1 where a, number of .SeiiJitie in~eripticms:, 

(13,ti:.ig back to the time betr1een 1850 <?!.:r.u.j. 1500 :a. C. were fount1 to have 

be~n executed in ~7"ptiBn hiero$lyphics.1 

The Semitic form of writing sprer"'d. swiftly over western Asia ancl · 

neighboring Medite1•r3nean countries and 1i1as adopted by the ~reei'k~, vi& 

tho Phoenicians, before the close of the tenth century. 

The earliest Greek inscriptions reveal the s~me letter forms as 

the ancient Semitic script, ani are also written from right to left; 

bl.?.t gradually the script, which is aore or less independent within e@ch 

Greek stl't.te1 is a.da:t:rted to the sonorous liellenie language. Many Phoenecie.n 

con~on.:.-m.ts a.re used with the Greek vowels a e 1 o (u), and a.t the same 

·Ume ~ few new signs ~e introduced. Moreover, writing begins to be 

universally executed from left to right and for this reason requisite 

changes are nade. 

And so the first whole e.nd complete alphabet was created. 

The first two letters in the Greek list of letters--alpha eond bet&--

have 1:tl.so given us the word naiphabetil. 

Along with the triumphal march of Hellenic culture over all of t.he 

l2:,:ri3:e Roman empire went the Greek form of v1riting1 and during the zenith 

of Rome's power it became the dominant script in ~11 the Mediterrane~..n 

lands, e.nd continued as an heritc1ge in the new Germanic countries which 

eroee .u'ter the fr:J.l of the Boman e~ire. Even the i-unie eh!;,,l"a cters1 in 

~-ul their different forms, gave wa:y sooner or lat,r after the introduction 

of Chri'istianity, to th.a Gx-eco-L·!.>,tiu scrip,. 

I B. S"t!ube. De:r Ursprung des Alphf",be·bes u.nd seine Entwichlung. 
Be:i'lin 1923. P• 6. 
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! e Greek e.cters were not pted to the Jl l .a.n.lt\Uute without 

ertl Qreek lettel'8 were •11 order ot eo 

and two D lettera ••re added .. Par the tir t centuriee .a.. D. 

onl7 t large Latin. lettera nre uaed. (the la.r~ alphll'bet), t 1 th 

to the deTel.opaeAt ot the •amall alphabet• along with the large lett ere. 

e acrl.pt aleo graduall.J' become• mre diatillct and l.iuar, and 18 freed 

thia ablpllfied ton the J.&tia 1crS.pt was adopted 1r' both the 

hrmu.ic people•: and deep1 te the decq and con.tuaio..D. ot the 

llid! e .Agea, 1ta clenlopaeat, thanlal to the strict d1ec1pl1ne of the 

.IIB.D. chun:h and the bu.efice t 1Dflueace of the .Irish IIODD, con tims.ed 

1A a veq lll1Ch 'llllitled 118.11.Jl9r. J>uriJac the 10• th and 11 1 th centurl.e•, 

the laa\ rellUAta of Uona.l Tariatiou diaappeare4, and the so-called 

Carolinian script, with i ta ro'UJld, clear, d ea.Bily writt letters, 

e into un1.Tel'8al u e 1a Middle d Western ~ope. It 1a tra.e t t 

dm1.ng t e 131 \h cen.tur;r ew the • le of wrt.t1nc wu influenced. by the 

•Q.othic• art tor. w1 th 1 te pointed an,i.H, but t;re.d:ttall.J' people retuned 

-
to the round letters ot the Canlini;...u :il1u !u.oh u are now 1 r&l ue. 

Onl in h (an to some utent 1..D. ) has the poin.tecl 

Goth1c2 script bea. ret ud up to the preaen+i oug w1 th the Latia 

script, eap cialq for •c1•t11'1c , tlaea. 

3 

tin &lph bet had oJ117 23 lnten. 'l e symbol 1 w 

for .1, and u for as well as T. J d T becaae •• te lett n 

t the Genaa.u 1n thla respect wen.t their own wq was due ia a 
larp •a.sure to \he illt'lueDc• of the grea t anbt Al lrecbt Direr. 
Johan. Geaahichte ur Sten.ograph1•. k ter • p • .280. 



lJe.S !ndie~ted by v in the. l:tomard .. c le.ngu.a.gea, while in Ge~, wb&re 

w had baell used tor a. long time iu intUgineous words,- w o~.,me to. be used 

for the v-~~ iJ!hile v· beeG.me the symbol :g·o.r the :r;..sound.. !he ~l:leh 

fmuid. in. w a ej,gn ·£-or th&;Lr· petmlis:r •semi..?owel ". 

mve ~e1:1e about a.s e. aovt of outgrowth of u., a, and q., while 1D. the 

$01..~1:ut..'-=!.Vian l~es ::, 1,1;, and o, o~cupy a more 1-1.apen.d~t pssition 

i~ ·th·e ~lpll!c;'bet. lu.rin,i the Bid.le .lg-ee thfl" s.-souud was indic~.ted in 

t,1nd lfon.a,' ae ha.s been retain~d up to the present time. -Ill Gel"!rs-...rg

and Sweden, on the other lie.nil, ~. uas used with a small e above it-i ; 

ruid ,;;·rom this developed the pns.ent a. i'ile letter o h.is developed 1n 

th$ G&?E& we.yt · first OS or. 00 Mel later~ as in-~ (via O ), 

~ in. llen.ti12.S sn.d Xo~, directl.7. from Qe to ~. 

fh.e St'Jediab f is a pertieu:J.arly telling tnstanee of h.ow the 

orl~;in of a new letter can d~e.nd: upon mere ch;znee. As in the e~se of· 

ctt.e:r 1-ette.ra derived.. fl"om tlle J.atia :tlphe.be.t, the St1Eldish Lm,uno. uea 

:tirs1; a.enoted. 1<r the letter o-, mt ar.ouad the ;real" 1400 ~.s the loug 

w-!Boo.nd l'la.d further evolved to the ~sound, the need £or a gpecia.1. 

tts;;r:i1bol w.._ill.:d.e itself known,. for th& ll!ulea- and Norw~ians tbe d:i.ffiri1.tl..t7 

wa.s solved by indicating the &-sound with a'.'!.. lbt in tbe me8ltt1ne in 

$weu.eu duriag the l~t'!,er part of tlle 15'th century, two writers iu1d come 

upon the idee of using 1 ustood of aa. At :fi·rst 1.hia for& of & nao 

rerel.7 used, and does not aPJ)ear in~ ot the e..~Tlieet productions 1a 

print. Jo.t. in ·u;25 th1e cotlAlU<i:n eblill~ed in thn.t the printer liclloU'f 

at tbe loyal pt'1nt1»g office 1n. itockholm ~n. to use t exclusively. 
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One of the t lra t booka to be printed with th1• n.. w 1!het Kyia eatamenttt• 

d becanae of the wideepr dietriba.tlon of th11 book, • well a.a the 

oat complete dom1 ee of the .aOJ&]. printing office 1n. the bo ket, 
0 the a,..type C • oo to be gene?\ ly ued 1n all ot Sweden., and. AOW, 

400 7 l at r, 1t ha• alto beea introduced into Denmark and •on .3 

Wri ting aater1ale have bad great 1atluence upon the dev lop ent 

or to ot writing. !he ancient e711bole inacribed upon atone• were made 

in r1 dd a.nd inflexible fora with abruptl y ended 11ue. en w t bl e t. 

c i nto use, the foru bee e tlui le and rou».d.er, but it 1a fir t 

with the introduction of pa.p:,ru, parchment4, d a"bow all ;per, together 

with re 4a pent, that ffitinc caa be eaid to he.Te been. •turned looee•. 

ta r enU of thim the et yle beou• mor :rai••, BDd this t the 

same ti led to a711bole that could Aot il:J' deterlor \e in pi d 

writing. 

ogether w1 th the introduction of the 11ew cheap paper, the art of 

writi came 111to •ore co on uae. People a lso bee to write fa t rr 

than when writing MNl.7 11ffol'ft4 the copyiJig of bo~ and docwnenh, 

and atylee at writi lost their f'oraer s1mil t7 BDd r evealed a ore 

perao touch. 

• hi• great diacQ·v.ry in the lliddle of t e 151 th 

eentUl7, the caligr phic script tor the moat part d.iaapp red, and a.a 

Md. w bookpr int . ftle common flow1nc (cro.raive) handw~.ti re ned, 

h sp ... as.d aor e ndel7 during the eentu.riee throughout ull civ111secl 

countn.e• and 11 now co n pot1seeaion of nen the low .. t claa ea of people. 

3 lo iek: J'am.117book folue 33. Columu 905 and 906. 

4 waa prodncecl fro an in nam:p plant ot t h • e e, 
c nt, prepared from •peoially- tre ted. am. hides, der1Te• 
• t roa the city Parohllellt 1n. Asia •111.or, where 1 t was firs t made. 



especially in the.business 2nd :professional world. 

In spite c;f a.11 these ebanges, which wriUng bas undergone because 

of 1ts spread from one la.ngaage to another as well a.s because of the use of 

lle'i.7 writing materials, the na.turel evolution of wri.ting has steadily 

progressed :throughout the eenturies. 

'fhis evolution. ha.s been ,ca.used first and f'o:remost by the more o,:, 

less unconscious demand for e. more swift and easily written. script. 

fbe letters are gradually freed from unnecessa;ry incumbr~nees and orru-l!lents 

and. come to possess curves and loops a.nd to consist of plain. o..nd homo~~eneoua 

f oms made a.t a natural slant, and joined together by' convenient connt=lcting 

strokes. 

Ju.t the demand for clearness also takes its eou:rse. •0veru a.net 

"1.mde:r• strokes appear. lxoess in. the matter of ttsimpl1f1c~.tion"· is 

followed by a salutary reaction. So, £or ex~.mple, during the 12' th 

century the 1 e.c.quires its dot so a.s to be more cle,·rl;r differentiated 

from the "simplified* strokes in m, n, and u, and for the ea.me reason, 

in tb.e l6'th ,;entury the t is given its cross s·troke. 

Efforts were made--&mong others ey Emperor Claudius and the Merovingian 

king m.lderie l--to create in an artistic manner altogether new let·ters 

for some sounds, hlt symbols developed 1:n. this manner were used onl;r 

t'i.S long as the originator's power lasted.5 Precipit2.te cha.ngei3 were a.pproved 

"b;tr no one, and the natursil development proeeeded slowly ~fter a real 

need for change made itself felt. 

In spite of all improvements in ease of uriting as well as legibility, 

5 Arthur Mentz. Gesclliehte der griesch,..romiaohen Schr1ft. LieJ)zig 1920. 
PP• 74 and 98. 



ch~mce has played an, important part, not onl.r in the origin ef the 

mlcie:nt lette:r forms but also in the matter of adapting the script to 

new lo..ngn...'lges, er when other features have required cb.a.nge or erpru1don:, 

One searel'les in vain through the ni.,my centuries of the development of 

wriM.n.g .for f:U'i3' conscious effort to permit a regard for the occu..renoe .t/ 

o:r position of the letters .in words to plq its role. 

Most of our ord.inary lette1•fl are unneeeesarily long or G,re in 

other wc:,s un.satista.ctcey. 

Be.ca.use ot 11f't1ng the pen :f'.rom the pa.per in the writing of 
0 •• ,. 

i ,j ta a o,. which appear together about three times in eveey fora 

words, mu.ch valuable time is wasted. !he simple lifting of the pen, 

regardless of the moving of it, requires ab011t the S!l.me tima a~ an 

o:rdin@...rr pen s·troke. A waJteful p:rocedure with a.va1la.ble graphic 

expedients is also the, fo.et that the connecting strokes between our 

letters have no tu.net1on except to join the letters togethe:r, v.th&reaa 

they could without any- inconvenience be given meruiiing as independent 

ayt1bols. !l*he letter m requi.res s·eveu movements of the hand, and 1,he 

freque'.atly oecuring I enc1s to the l.eft in 1ru.eh a wa:y as to roe.ke difficult 

P.. co:n:nection with: letters follow:Lnr;; a., which denotes the most trequant 

sou.nd. in the $iiedish lan~e, is not so ea,sily written a.e u, and likewise 

the letter k is more involved.. than the lesa frequently occ\:l,ring 11, ete. .,,., 

One Eight suppose that th:e di:f:ferti,.ce between a aud u is 1nsign1f'ic,;int, 

wt tc accomplish the Sl'l'lall curve at the top of a requires a ce1~ta.in 

effort of the ii'filscles, whieh ta..1.:es time; and s~l a.tt this loss may be 

when it involves one a, the sitw3.tion becomes different when this loss 

occurs once for every other or ever, third word. Not only this, but if 

one examines a piece of hastily written ordinary writing, one will be 

surprised. to find how oftenu appea.rs in the place of a. 
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While readin this 1e not noticed 1A oat in tances, be :use one 

has read ao much ordinarr wr1 ting that the word form• are old ac int ea, 

which one recognise•, without the uceeaity- of the eye seeing the aepa.r te 

letten. ~tit c happen t hat other neip.bori.ng letter• ha.n also been 

al ered, •o t t the words are not easily recognised, d then the r ing 

becomes difficult. 

In each ca.ea it 1111St be reg rded as a defect that one letter oan ao 

easily lose its form and reaeable another. lfbe inconTen.ien.ce of thia 

would be leaa, if our tor of writing waa conatru.eted eo that T ioua 

eim.l ly written letteN were used for 811111 aound• euoh as e'·, o , 

bp, '!T, g)c, and dt, ror 1A that case an eventual mistake writi 

would be leaa disadv t 0'\18 ao far as r dability 1• concerned. 

spite of 111&1Q' good q ities in certain res eatss eu.r pre ent 

ordina.17 writing 1a thu:B not e.n ideal aeriptl 

ttempta have been made throughout the age• b7 ae of 

extr aimplitication of the alphabet and by' 11tilisinc more or lesa 

d.raatic ahortening of worcla, to construct a more swiftly written script. 

lla.t the n. bu bee too amall to Juat1f'7 the ezpoditure of tie 

effort to learn it, and all au.ch attempt• :ve tailed. 

In order to accompllah gemdne apeed script one mwst er te ' 

altogether 1711bol• and diacOTer new Mthod• of shortening .. 

.b4 ao haTe anaea not only hmldrea. ba.t thoue e of 11hortband 

a19tem, which b&Te aeen the light ot dtq, and whose 111Ten.ton have aought 

1 aore or leaa different~ to aoln the probln of creati a acrip 

which mk•• it poaeible to reool'd apeech. 
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GRDCK 

At .tie excaTationa in the Old .Aoropolia at Athens which were sponsored 

in 1883 bJ' the Berman A.rcheological Institute, a ba.dl.7-uaed marble stone, 

with 27 rod of ragged iucrlptione, waa d:iacOTere4. The director of the 
.. 

lutitut.e at that ti.me, the well mown ar~eologiat Ull'1~ Kohler, determined 

that iheae 1nacr1ptiona · ted ck to the middle of the 41 th eentlll"J" B. C. 

and beto?'9 lozrg, firat li~profeaaor Comperz end later Giltb&uer and. 

Weesely--alao Au.etriana--together with seTeral other in~estigators, 

. includ.1.ng the Germana Mentz and J olme:a., discovered that here w s no more 

nor le• than the r m of a deecriptloa of a frecbn shorthand, the 

17 as the 51 th e.nd 61 th centuries B. C., the Greeka begun. 

to use bbreviationa in thlir ord1!1a1';Y writing, bl.tin the Acropolis 

s t m, the unlalo'lrJl author, had, on the other hand, made use of special 

ehorte~ a:,mbola in place of the ordiu&r7 1n1t1ala or letters, and. thus 

th1 B was .n.o t abbreviation of ordinary wr1 ting mt a ge.n.uine 9horthApd,. 

lJnfortUDa.tel.7, the atone, which 888118 to have been used a b'.iilding 

teri , was ao badl7 da.ma.ged, that IIIBlQ' oft e letters are gone, and 

tor th1a reason it has bean Tery- difficult to interpret the inacr1pt1011 

from wh&t la left. !he innstigatora who have att911pted to reeoutruct 

the old.,., .. have therefore arrived at w14el7 41.fferent reeulta, aml 

especially ao because the inacriptiom doea not indicate any of the eymbola 

ot the 17Stea bl.t merely deacr1bea in ordinaey ,Qreek writing what thette 

ayabola look llke. 
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t the vowel 1 ia denoted by a str .ight pe endicul tro se 

evident; and the d cription.1 of the a1gn.a for the conaonanta an pt 

indicate tha.t the Acropolis qst .. is a aylla. ic ecript, where pr1n.c1pall;r 

the v el signs a.re written perpendicularly and constitute the f work, 

h1le the s1 l8 tor the consonants consiet of ll croaa or tr 

linea, ich e Joined at ditferent levels. 

!b. inscrlpt1on. mentions a, 1 0), and b, but the descriptions of 

these si are so uninte 11g1ble, or leave so ma.D1' poas1b111ties opeu, 

that one be .ure of n.o real solutio~ eve in the case of these aigna. 

An.d o tr aa other s:,mbole are concerned, which are not entioned in 

the diacovered inscription, ao man;, •olutlona &re poes1ble that it 1 

beeo es a tter of pure giiaaework • 

.Acropolis Stone 

Beproduction of a photograph which the librarian at the ltenographischea 
Landesamt in Dresden, Ila% Schsunig, baa generoual7 pl ced. at disposal. 
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How differen1i auch gueaaee can be, i ahown by the two follo ng 

stiona for reeeonetruction of the Towels: 1 

8 1 ? 
,e tz s 

I V 
Jobnen 

/\ C 

euts and o who have B.ZTiTed at such different resul.ta, haTe 

both had acceae to the same comprehene1ve and valuable document• 

prepared by prev10U8 inTe1tigatora. 

'?here 1a thus little rea-son to bel1ne, that 8l17 on• ot the more 

or leas . ingenious r-econatruct1on.a of the .Acropolia a1"9te which ha.Te 

bee worked out, gives a tull7 correct picture of the actual system, 

thi• 11 10 ething that no one of the learned men baa elai d to 

have aecompl1Bhe4.. 

One queatiou whether all of th.18 effort b&8 been wasted? 

.uso.redly not, for 1f the details of thie old 1cript con.tin e to 

rema.in unknown to ua, yet th1• research work h&a ehown clearly how 

the unknowu inTentor, in the 111, 'bu.1lt u;p hia l1"9te. 

He used only purely' geometric s1.gn.a, with sharp d1t'fe.rentia.t1on 

between Towela and coneoD&D.ta, and created out ot these stenographic 

script. 

The Towels eons1Bt of la.J·ge perpendJ.cmlar d.oW!l8trokes, d a.re 

the 81Jllbola. !.he eonsonanta, on the other hand, 

eona1at of small oro•e-strokea made in different direction•, and haTe 

no until added to the 'Yowel aign.11, which meaning Tar1es 

cording to whether they are placed &t the upper, middle, or lower 

1 Johnen. .illge.meine 0..chichte der J:ursachrift. Berlin 1924. p. 7. 
ts. GHohichte der Stenographie. :Berlin and Leipzig 1920. p. 12. 
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pa.rt oi' the vowel sign. The author seems to have consciously striven 

for the utmost simplicity. 

There is no evidence that the Acropolis sy-stem ever crune into practical 

use, end the Greek custom of placing such inscriptions in public plaees, 

together with the spot where the marble stone was found, suggests th~,t 

perha,:ps this was a proposal--to judge from the system's simplicity-

with a view of promoiing a shorth8D.d system of writi~ which should 

ei.,tirely replace the ordinary form of writing.2 

!he Acropolis system has had no influence upon later development 

of the art of stenography, which is only natural since it was never 

mentioned by the earliest authors and became known. in 1884 after the 

stone of Athens had been discovered. Bat many of the ideas which were 

the basis for the work of the unknown Greek inventor, not the lea,st of 

which is the use of different positions as a means of symbol indication, 

have again been used in later stenogre,phic systems, and limited. as our 

knowledge is of this more than two thousand yea:r old shorthand system, 

we nevertheless recognize that its originator was mu.eh ahead of his time, 

and occupies with honor the post as the originator of the first system 

of shorthand. 

As a visible memorial of the unknown man, we have the •Acropolis stone•, 

which after having been lost among the multitude of other inscriptions 

presel'Ved in the epigraphie 111llSeum at Athens, was rediscovered. in 1924 

by nr. Jludaverdaglu. lie ba.s also procured a convenient and accessible 

3 place for it in the museum. 

2 Johnen. Ges-chichte der Stenogra.phie. Erster Band. l3erlin 1911. P• 108 ff. 

3 1'Derl')eu.tsche Steaograph•. 1934. P• 109. 
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!he inscription reads, in the Swedish translation, made bJ' Arthur 

Mentz who has attempted to fill the gapa:4 

The third vowel is formed altogether naturall7 

as in ordinary writing 

by' means of a stroke: I, 

the fifth of the vowels, Y, 

has above one 

added. to the perpendieular 

the first, A, 

has below such a 

the following, E, is formed 

through both appendices 

with omission of 

the perpendicu.lar; vowels 

must be written thus 

For the consonants the 

straight and short 

stroke, 

placed at the begianing 

of the vowel signifies: 

--- -- ·-.09-- ------' 
· at the middle: T 

below: B 

standing free, above 

lines: P 

below: M, 

before the middle 

toward the beginning of: B 

/ 



Somewhat later than the creator of the .Acropolis system, it seems 

that another unknown writing reformer, about 300 B .. e., made an attempt 

to set up signs for conneet1ng consonants. Even these were unknown until 

French archeologists in 1894, during their exca:vations · at Delphi, at a 

pl~ce where the old Tenxple of Apollo had stood, found tr...:~ments of a 

stone inscription containi~ the so-ealled. Delphic tables. However, 

these stones a.re al.so lad.ly damaged, and only a small number of the symbols 

ara readable. It is plainly evident, however, that he-re is s. table in 

chessboard form, where the current simple consonants are inserted in the 

u.:pper end left corners, while in the squares where the vertic;-,i_l 1::i.nd 

horizontal lines cross one an.other, symbols are found for corrresponding 

connections. From this one can draw the conelusiotl. that the unknown 

inventor wished to complete the current alphabet with signs for those 

consonant oonnection.s that did not have their initials (x ~ ps). One can 

assume also, that since the plain consonaiits are placed in the table with 

their o:rdin..-.u-y letters, it was ii.ot his purpose to create an altogether 

new form of writi~ bo.t that he confined himself to tbeae consonant 

joinin.gs,. whie:h were meanwhile given such short marks that tliey could 

w1 t.hout doubt preserve their place within the s:peedwriU.ng systems of 

that time. 

Nothing ls known of the fate of these signs, but 1 t ls pro1xlble 

tb.9..t this was only anot~er thinker's attempt to create a more swiftly 

written. acript. 

The legends that the disciples of' Socrat.e•, Plato, an.d Arhtotle, 

recorded their master's lectures 'iv" means of shol,"thand, do not sul'Vive 

under the work of recent :researches, -which reveal that tbis was done 
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Continuing through the centuries immediately preceding the birth 

of Ohrist, nothing i~ knomt of a.ny use of shorthand in the Jlellenie 

at:c:teEl, am1 also for a time after the birth of Christ; but despite this 

:l t is htu-d to believe that this art was not iu use in the &reek florld, 

esyH&CicJ.ly during th-e time when llo~ shorthand nourished. 

Abot1t 100 A. D. the historian l'l:utareh spe.aks of a -Greek seniogre,phy 

( GfTiibol script) in this connection, which could have bee-n none other than 

e.. shorthand script .(te.cbygraphy), and traces of a Grecian system,- ds,ting 

and .A$ia Minar, from which one .o:,,__,n gather that it must have been used some 

time ea1·lier in Qreeea itself. 

llhile excavcting 1n Ox;yrhynchos in Bg;:qpt at the be.ginning of 1900, 

English e.rcheologists found ~ contract for the instl'll.etion of ta.ceygrapq, 

d.:ting back to the year 15-5 A. ». This contract on papyru.s, is not only 

in i tr~elf 11 moat dependtible p-x-oof ,.1f the existence oi' a Greek shorthand system 

s,:t thirJ t.ime but its contents are al.so of' gre&,t interest. 

Tr;:msla.ted (into Swedish) it reao.a~6 

~Panechotes, also called Pana.rea, .Ex.-Kosmet of Oxyrhynchos, represented 

by his friend Gemellos, greets the tacbygra:pher Apollonius. 

I have delivered rrrg slave Chairammmon to you f'or two yea.rs to learn 

th.a s~,rmbols, known by your son l>ion.,vsioa, beginni11g with the rnontb 

Phm,1e-noth (Feb:n.::.ary-MaJ,"ch) in the 181th ye0,r of our Lord, Emperor Antonius. 

5 This holds true for a.n expression in the Psalms,- 451 th psalm, 
2' nd verse, where ,1e tind, •tw tongue is like a good writer's pen (grif'f el)•. 

6 According to an official English translation by Grenfell end Hunt, 
1.904 in "The Oxyrhynehos Papyri". Vi.a Robert Fuchs in i'.orre~pomlenzblatt, 
1904. P• 237 ff. 
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'fhe tee, which we h!'ive agreed upon, eonsistsof 120 silver drachmas, 

holidays not included. Of this sum you have already received the first 

p~ent of 40 drachmas, the next payment of 40 drt.I.Chmas you will receive 

when. the boy has col!!pleted tbe whole system (commentarius)!/ the third, 

the reI1aining 40 drachmas, you will receive at the clo$e of the period 

(the two years), 'w'hen he shall be able to write fluently and read without 

er-.rn:r. It you shall have co~leted his training before this time, then 

r shall not delay the pqment until the stated time; but t shall have no 

l&gal right to take him back before the stated time, and he shall remain 

Yith you for as ~V days or months as he has done no work. 

~e 5 1 th day o'f Phamen.oth, in the 1a•th year of Emperor 

Caesar Titus Aelius Hadrian.us Antonius Augustus Pius.a 

. That this is not a question of' a Latin shorthand system but- a. Greek 

~ne, 1$ evident in that the contract is written in G-reek, and all parties, 

to judge uy the names, were freaks. It could hardly be possible that a 

Greek speaking .Egyptian would send a slave, who certainly knew no Latin, 
r'] 

to a Greek taehygrapher to learn a lloman. shorthand system.c 

~"1EI use af the word 3 eommentarius" shows clearly that there were 

conneetions between the Greek and. ·1toman shorthand systems, for this 

La.tin word was a special term for the Latin tac:bygrapby, and was not 

used otherwise in the Greek langu.age. 'l'he few and incomplete papyrus 

1•et::~i:ns of this period have also revealed that the Greek shorth~, like 

the .Roman, difte:rentiates between stem and terminal signs, and that 

both scripts had a commo.n o:rigin. 8 

1 The prominent authority in this field, irof'es&o:r Wessely 6f Vitmna, refers 
to tbis in the Arehiv fur.Ste•ographie 1905. p. 38, "That 'Latin stenography 
is here involve(! is precluded by conditions in Oxyrhynchos e.s well as the 
names o:f the stenographers, Apollonios and Dionysios. ir 

8 Mentz. Gesbichte und s7steme der gr1ech1schen taehygn..phiie. 
:Berlin 190"1. p. 9. 
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seems mcl.ent :from the fact, (e.mong other proof), th~t the &reek authol'S before 

th(C1 time of Obrist never once mention ste1Wgaph;y. 

Aoou°i; the turn of the second ceutury,, the Greek sbcn--tha.ud syatem 

'iYJgins to be more commonly used. Anlong others, it seems th£,.t the Greek 

chu~ch fr:;ther Origenes pe:rmi ttoo his leetu.res and diseourses to be written 

d.o,1m b;J 'hachygraphers in order that they might later ~ uritt-ea ati.t ~ 

crJ.lligra:phers or "lady- writers4 , which also ex-plains his unhe&.rd. of 

c.:,pacity for literary productioa. and it is certain that later ·!l!aDY 0£ 

th13 s er.!OOns of the church £a thers were taken down in shorthand, sonatimes 

~ron the. beginning of the third century the art ot ahortha.nd is 

sp:reac,l more and more, which is nest indicated bg' the ~ papyru.s leaves 

2s well i .. s llaSX tt!bleta with atenographic symbols found in later times in 

Ilg;jrpt. 1.fheae are now found in 11'brar1as- and mu.8$'W'lla in all of Ea.rope, 

the bezt in £.d. Archduke il~iaer•:s eol1ection in Yienna.1 but only a very 

few h.scVe been completely deciphered, due partly to the deterioration of 

the papyx-us c,nd pai'tlY to the llWJ:W' diffieu.lt uord a.nd .syllable shortenings. 

An.d, thi~ despite the fD,cf; that ~ l~ew still legible writing e.xereises have 

been founct, ye& even ~- sheet of papyru.s cont£.ining the first ~.g;e of' a 

shorth~1.11.(L textbook. it is in the .meantime evident from available rermants, 

t:t.tr~t here 1$ ~ Gr.eek sborthend system, where the vowels fora the stem and 

the s;:rlb,ble signs seem to lm.ve been at least pa1~t1y obtained from the 

ro'i'.mrlor: and more eaS.ily written •1.arge'* letters of the time, thus a sol:'t 

9 oi'"l:!l:~n1.1oth* cursive shorthand. 

9 Johnen. Allgemeine Gesohichte der Kurzschrift. Berlin 1924. p. 9. 
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Ji these :reffl!UUlts had been cut into marble stone, U.ke the description 

of tlt€! .Acropolh system, snd had not beeu lef ~~ to the peri.sbeble papyrus 

f.lh~otg and wa1: tablets, our kxlowledge of the Greek .shorthand. 1.:{,uld. b.eve 

'been enhiulc·~. 

fhis Greek tachyg:raphy d.8,U~ from the 4' th to the s:•th centuries, 

is knowa quite universell; from ita r~ion of d1seovery ~,s the $wptian 

il&;,chyg:raphic. t1ord. and syllable symbols had oog'Un to 'be 'blended into 

the ordina.~.r Greek v1J'iting as earl;y- as the S-1tb. cen.tury, nnd this so-ee,lled 

"oook ta.ehy~'l'aphy" t1as used as late as the 15' th centur;y tor note ttlking 

)'.\::?"posf!s as well as tor ,econoll\V' of the p;r.ec!oue :r,ai-cbmE11n::f; in hond1i'!l'itten 

books. .in this combination of ord.1».acy writing ~d sb<.l~.hand, one finds 

tb:e) e~e~ method of writing out only tbe first ~t of a 11,10:..•d.--one o:r more 

syll.il..blas--. Qne nlso finds the eo-called •contraetioas• fol' th.e :fir-st 

ti@e, where tho beg!.nning and end of a word were wr1ttein o,,t; wr.:ile e. 

lai-ger ot smelJ.•r n\\Unber or the syllables 1~:ng in betwee~ war& omitted-

,\,)., method of abbreviation which 1s found in gree.tl.y extendfd form in 

le.,ter stenographic ;ysterne. 

~eek monlqi, wh.o ss a l"esult of the so-called cultural wt-,,r of the 

a• th century had ±1,ed to ltalr., carried •Jtith them the knowledge of the 

Greek sylb.bie-abortha.ud, w. iti. the Greek &rottaferrata-:cloiste1!' n-9a.r 

Rot1e,. the:re are preserved some st·enog:ra.phio h,snd.writ.il'lg$ dating f;i;>om the 

10• th a.n.d 11' th centu:ries, which have been deniphe:red by dilig"'n:h l"'3Sea.rch 

ucrke:rs and reveal themselves as a fully independent d.evelcrpment of the 

old.a!' llEgyptiM" system.. !his ncew Gre_elr, stenogre.phy is called t.l-1$ Italian 

or '.'U01,rt o:fte!:!. the Grottej'errata-system, while a phonetic for-m of H,, 
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which is described 1 a JQCl.l~cript ted. 964, toun.d in the old Rom.Q 

ric province, 1• c lled the .Afric system. 

The Greek systems , lmo bees.use of the time of their -e the 

Isyz tine system, displq dll1la..r1t1ee in eeTaral reepect•, which ind.i te 

a unified developaent. herrrhere one !ind.a the 1oript to consist of 

syllabic s1 ., 11ihere the vo1tel symbols up the etem, while the co on.ant• 

first et their meaning when Joined to the Towels. In this wrq the7 ve 

the s e sic pr1nc1pl as is found in the cropolis system.lo 

The Orot t errata syste seeu to ha.n intl.uenced 111 a high d gree 

the tour line s 11 :phabet in o!"d.tn.e-:oy 11::S. t.ing •1th 1 ts oTer d underline•, 

a.nd here the •cmrs1va• element •o appeus . Ii became tbns sort of 

inie.ture sten.~grapb;y. It 1 n1.4ent that the authon of th1e syetea aever 

.saw the Delphic conso t t bl••, tor if they had lcnowa these s1gne for 

the joining of conso ts, \her 19 little re so to believe that such a 

re bls me hod ould come into use W re 18'19? l COJUIO t1 

foll one another only one conso :t h. used a a rul-, in the syllable, 

whil the rest are tten abo're th1• one, but not with stenographic 

s la bit with dimia1ehed ord.lna.ry let ters : 
1 

phlegms.• p~ 

e n'.lllber o! cont ction1, whether fixed (10-ca.lled. 11 dgler1 ) 

a.a 1n the llo short ' 
d for thi reaso, the eek ta.cbygraphJ" has w a ret ned its fora 

yll io script. In mrum.scr1pts written in the Grotteferr ta yste 

one so:metimea l'llll8 oa1 almost unahorteaed acript. 

tar the ..lr :b nquered llgypt in &n, interest 111 the art of 

Jolmen. Cleach1chte der Stenogrll.phie. Erster 
P• 137 tf. 

d. :Berlin 1911. 
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shorth~~d diminished,: and 11heJ:1: i:n the 9t th and 10• th centuries a.ncie11t 

crultu.re ag1tin revivetl throughout ·the iyz:mtine empire, -Md the Greek 

shorthnnd ,$1,gn.in c::,me .into !'age.rd., its fun.r):,ion bees.me 11:ot so '!!:Ucl'i to 

reor.ird. the spoken t110rd as to be used to a.s-:,ve tim~ sn.d p?.vper. in the '!ifrittng 

of 1K}oks aud. trc:C1.tise11~ 

lf one jud.$es by the d.e:fo:rmed stenotTt3.phio ocn.trn.ctions :found. in. 

later ha11.d,vritten 'books, it a:i;,pee.ra that the Greek syllabic script, 

considered. s;s a. systam1. was forgotten du:t"ing the 12• th century. 

Only 13.s wicomp:rehen.ded remains :trom anc.ient time~., a, few s·bcnog:rnph1c 

wo:rd.si€11S &:re tound heret and th:ere. 
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CHAPTER III 

R O M. E 

Tiro'• 11otea•. 

!he Boman.a beg early to use contractions for frequently r ecurring 

words. 

l 
'?bus Bishop Iaidorus ot SeTille relate• in his large encyclopedia, 

that Xnn1ue2 listed 1,a.00 auch abbreviations; au account which 

should be interpreted a.a meaning that Bnniua WM the firet person 

to collect these contraction.a which had graduall7 eTolTed through 

the a.gee in ordinary writing, and which to be dietingu.ished from 

Tiro•• notea were later called •common notes•. 

1'1th these lnniua contraction.a aa a baaie, cue Tulliua Tiro 

created his new script conaietin&: of new and origins.l symbols 

durin& the l.aat centur, before the birth of Chriat. 

It is true that he made use of some of the older abbreTiationa 

ot ordina1"7 letters along with hia own, but hia script consisted 

mainly of original, new symbol•, and hence deservea the name 

• shorthand 11 • 

Tiro was born about 100 .B. C. and belonged &Ba slave to the 

houeehold of the Boman senator Cicero the ~der, upon whose death 

1 Supporting himself b7 reference to the earlier hietorians 
Taleriua Problla and Seuton1ua. 

2 There is a difference of opinion as to which Enniua is here 
involved: the poet born 239 years B. C. or the philologer, who 

/ 

lived 100 yeara later. Hana Moser giTea atrong aupport in hie 
Allgemeine Geachichte der Stenographie (1889) pp. 28- to the younger 
:lnniua, bu.t moat ot the reae chera in thia field, including John.en, 
belieTe that laidoru• refers to the poet Enniua. 
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in the year 64 B. C. Tiro pas ed to the son, the great Cicero. !he 

yo er Cicero ha.d for long tie reg ed Tiro not as hit f ther•a 

l ave but as co ade and friend; and this friendship did not diminish, 

when 'f1ro, after having been treed in the year 53 B. c., remained of hi • 

o fre will with his former master. 

A l a rge llUllber of lettere3 fro• Cicero to !iro show how closely 

at t ached he was t o hie former slaTe, and also how Tiro not only aerTe4. 

aa private •ecreta.17 and •ho e d' affaires•, but slao acted as an inte di&r7 

in the oat delicate undertalcinga. Cicero, wished to have !iro with him 

cont1mi 17 in Rome, e.s well as in exile; and when Cicero was finally 

al n ey the of consp1r tore, !liro devoted hh re11a.ining d.&7• o 

philologic studies and to the task of coll ectin,; and publiehin& hi• 

former ater• • speeches and wri tinge. lie died, Tecy nearly a hundred 

yes.re old, one · ar ». c. 

It 1a not t just what t e 'f1ro learned the l'nn.1u1 contraction1, 

r when l1 begaa to construct his own •notes•: but there 1s no doubt 

that not only mBJl1' of Cicero'• speeches, blt also •o e of Caes 1a d 

other speakere of the time, were preaerred tor posterit7 thenk:8 to 

iro' s art. 

On December 5, 63 B. c., !iro'a notes were used for the first time 

1n the BoJDaD. senate, when eenatoN, who had learned f"roa Tiro at least 

a part of his new n.otee, recorded the grea\ speech of Cato the Younger 

upon the occae1on of the conspiraC7 of C t111ne. !he Greek histor1 

writer Plutarch.4 in h1a biography' of Cato, eqa of thha •Th.is 1s the 

3 L. P. et B. Guenin. B1ato1re de la atenographie dans l'antiquite' 
et 7en age. Paris 1908. p. 16 tt. 

4 Qu.enin. p. 12. 



onl7 one of Cato's speeches we have preserTed.1 because Cicero on that 

day had at tioned at different placea in the Se te such shad a swift 

hazld, and which he had (b;y of '!iro) taught certain notes and oontr tions, 

which in a few strokes represented~ lott~~'tlt.• .And further •this• e 

the fire t time such note writing had been ui!lod If. 

Plutarch and Suetolliua relate that upon this ocoaeion the so-c lled 

•exchange writing' was used, that is to 831' two or more etenogr phere 

wrote at the aame time, but in such a wa:r that each one would take on.l.7 

a small part in succession, finishing it from memory, after bis eueceasor 

had begun to write hie part, etc., after which the series of notes were 

combined. 

!iro aeeme for the oat part to haTe set up notes only for pre ositions 

d other frequentl;r recurring word.a, and used, as ha.a been said, . along 

with theae Knniua contractions of ordinary wr1 ting. Ilia 1uccea ors, 

among whoa the Greek freed.aen, Tipaaniue Philargyrue and Aquila, ve 

ppreclabl.J' increased the llWllber of notes, and Seneca.5 or one of his 

freed.Den., had collected about 5,000 such notes as earl..7 as the middle 

of the first centu17, &D.d had arranged them in ao-called comment riea. 

.Aa we shall le , this collection of notes h&s been l!lflD more greatly 

extended in 1 ter times, so that it ca.me at laet to consist of about 

131 000 n.otea. 

!he llo1118:4 notes e therefore not unified ere t1on of one 

all of 'l'iro• a successors have followed h1a example and developed 

trom hie groundwork. !iro 1a therefore justly re rded ae the f ther 

5 1n the case of kniu , there ba..e been cl.iff erent opinions as to 
which Senec is concerned., but it is now pretty woll determined, 
that 1 t was Seneca the T ounger, •ero' s tu tor. 



of Roma.n sho:rth,c1,nd. Tbe name "Tironian notes• is first encountered in 

12::ox",3 rocent times (Gohory 1550). During the Middle Ages, the '1notea1 

v1ere n.J'.lltlod generally af'ter Cicero or $eneca, who were thought to have 

Shorthand writers -;.;,ere very ,9,e_tive in the time of the first 

Rom9.,n errperors. the professiona.1 stenographers of that time were 

for the most part slaves or freed slavee, and were wifl,ely employed as 

priviil.te secretaries :for learned men. So, for example, both Pliny 

the Elder and Younger, speak of their exeellent sllorthand writers, 

:::-,nii decl.~re that they could ne1rer co:c.m.;>lete theix- work w1 thout tho 

help of these men. It is claimed tba\ Augustus himself' was skilled. 

in this ~1,:rt. :aie Emperor Titus is eaid to have been. so proficient, 

·t11,2.t c•,t times he a.mused himself by engaging in speed contests with 

his court stenographers. Indeed, even prodigies were found! 

the fut·are bishop Epiphikartls is said to have attained. great skill 

6 at the &ge of twelve. 

But there m:e-re poor stenographers even then. Qu.intiUa:rms, 

among others, complains that such ~rsons had without permission 

transcribed and misinterpreted severa1 of his lectures. !hat 

readi11g of the notes had its difficultiea is evident f'rorn the fa.ct 

that the Emperor Justinian forbade the use of stenc;gra.ph7 in. public 

cloeu:nents ubecause of ambiguity, which can a.rise trom symbols 

resembling one anothern. 7 

In most instances, however, it seems that ~iro1 s notes 

6 Guenin. Op. cit. p. 23. 

7 Scott de Martinville. Histoire de la stenographie. Paris 1849. p. 27. 
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tulfilled the demand placed upon the shorthand of that time, and among 

other proofe of this it bas been customary to present Martialis•s epigram 

written at the close of the first centUZ7, addressed to a shorthand 

writer aa t ollowa: 

1 0a.rrant verb& licet, :m&m11 est velocior 1111a; 

lloudum lingua .uua, dextra peregi t opus•, 

or in ransl tion: 

The word.a come swiftly, 

But eTen awifter ia the hand~ 

Before the tong11e ia at rest 

! dext baa completed its work. 

ng the ~ translations of this ep1grBlD in various langua&es, 

the one by the poet Beau.chat in J'rench is worthy of preserYation. 

Lea Paroles ont beau voler, 
Sa Ila.in saura bin 7 suftire; 
On h 1 a pa. t de parler, 
Qu1 11 a deJ tin.1 d'ecrire. 

ther epigrams, by Ausonius, the tutor of ror Gratianus, not 

only pr sea the shorthand writer but relates that the system used h.e.d 

a sign for ea.ch word: 

•Come hither thou alave, who knowest the swift notes, 

8 

thou akill:tul aerYant. 

Make reaq the double tablet, 

thou who writnt whole phrase• 

with a a1111bol for each word, 

so that it beco • aa one.• 

Carpentier. .Al.phabetum Tironianum.. Parh 1747. P• v. Introduction. 



Court historians of ancient timee have left us many era.mplee 

of the use of shorthand in different part• of the Roman empire; 

but the riek of con!uaing kn1ua• notae vulgares in ordi ey Wl"iting with 

!iro•s notes, and also uncertainty as eant b,y the title 

notariua, is reason for great c tion in accepting lll8ll1' or these histories. 

!hat 1n the instance mentioned there wae not only a question of 

ind.1-ridual e:iception•, bo.t that etenograplv' in the loms.n era actuall.7 

attained. a wide diatribu.tion, and that ite practttionere, along with 

other profeeaiona.l men, were recognized by the authoritiee, ta evinced 

by the fact th t the emperor Diocletian in the year 301 when he 

publiahed hie law fixin& price• not only for the neceeaities of life 

bu.t aleo for the wages of craftsmen, included the a.rt of shorthand 

wri t111g, in which the price of 1n•truction waa ti.zed at 75 dena.rea per 

11.onth, while ordinary writing 1natructors were allowed to charge 

only 50 denaree.9 And when Bmperor Constantine oved his residence 

to Constantinople, the imperial shorthand writer•, 11.ke other corporatiollB, 

received their official rs.Dk at court. 

!be :Boman ehorthand writer was early called notariua,10 a designation 

which gradua.117, however, came to be uaed for other tunctionariea, who 

were not shorthand writers; but as a name tor the art at eteaograph7 

as such, the Greek words ta.ch7graph7 (apeed writing) and semiography 

( symbol wr1 tine) were used alternately. '!he word atenograpbT 

(close writing), also derived from the Greek, waa not uaed. iA former 

9 Moser. JJ.lgeme1ne Geschichte der Stenographie. Leipzig 1889. P • 40. 

10 ! he old proud notlll"iua-Utle was retained by our parliamenta17 
stenographers until a couple of years ago, when notary was replaced 
by •atemgrapher•. 



times bl.it was first pplied by tha father of odern stenograPbT, 

Jobn 11111s, in the 171 th century. 

Aa writing material the llama.n ehortha.nd writers used. small wooden 

tablets , covered with a thin l9.7er of wax, upon which the;y wrote with 

a stylus made of metal or bone. Such a stylus was pointed at one end, 

aud flattened at the other, eo that after the stenograpb.7 had been deciphered, 

one could erase the writing and emooth the wa.x with the f'l~ttened end, 

making possible the continued use of the tablet. These tablet• were 

even used 1n the place of our pr sent day letten, aud frequentl.7 

bo:re the entreaty to the r.ecipient that atter re in& the letter the 

tablet be returned. Such wax tablets haTe aleo been used in later 

times, d such a one with a list of the me bers of the Leipzig erurt 

in 1426 is still preserYed. 

The t oft 1ng otes received added import ce with t rise 

of th Christia.n doctrine. !be Ohrhtian preachera uaually spoke 

freely with the sole support of the &elected texts read from the 

~1ble, and of the great church fathere permittecl shorthand writers 

to take down their Bel'IIOD81 while 1n ot r inetancett the writers 

did so f-or their own use ao as to be able l ater to offer thee 

diacouraes for sale. lhen the church f ather B1eron,mus tranalat 

the Bible into Latin, he used •nota.r11 •, and the holy Algu.st1nua 

considered the art of shorthand •0ne 0£ the neces ar-y accomplishment• 

of every day lite, and one of which Christians ao ahould a.Tail 

themselves•. Stenogr phera were often uaed to record the last words 

of Chri ti ma.rt71"s. 



Stenograp~ W<8..S widely u.sed a.t chu.rch couneils. · A.t the council 

izt (b:fthage in 411, in whicll several hundred 1Jishops took part, four 

Btenographers were em.ployed, eech one having s. bishop as supervisor 

when ti,3 notes were tra:nscribed. The proceedings lte.rs :eeeorded in 

extenso, but wh.en too volumin<ras protoc.ola were not desired, they 

,;ere tra11scribed in shortened form. By means of the9e report~ which 

were made public 1n 1700 by the J'ren.cnmen Jal.u2. and Barduin, m..,""..D;y 

interesting details concerning the work of these stenographers have 

"'l,,,,.c,w,"" ,~ ... r.,,,.,nll u- v~tr;., .t',., •• ,.".,FlJv , ~ '?be first meetin~, June 1, commenc.ed a.t six o• clock 

ln the m,;)ruing a..nd continued until five o• elock in the after~on, 

r;hereu:pon it ws,s <lecided to postpone the next meeting ,mtil June .3 

"to give the J).0-tarii one WV to tran.scrlbe tbeir Q.Otes•. Even. 1:f 

necessary interruptions during the eleven hours of wc'!'k are taken 

into f:on.sideration, the time ·tor tr~inscr1pt1oa was too closely 

reckoned, and it is no wonder that the stenographers were nDt ready· 

on June 3 1 blt dem.~11.ded further del.q. Whan they were asked bow 

lon,~, one of the stenographers replied: "!'hat depends upon hew long a 

·time the revising biuhops need. 11 !bus here v1e find an ins ta.nee of 

something whicll has its counterpart ln a differeat form in the parliaments 

of tocl&y. Nothing see~s to have been determined in the way of distribution 

of wo1·k among the stenographers, fol" on two occasions stenographers arose 

and G,sked to be relieved because their tablets were filled. 

At the so-called "robber synod11 at Ephesus, in 449, it is said 

that gi;enor;raphers took a,11 active pi::i,rt in the proceedings by smashing 

to piec:eG tb.e wax tablets belonging to the shorthand writers c.f tbe 

opposite party. 

11 Guenin. Risto.ire de la stenogr]fJie dans 11 antiquite• et au 
moyen. a.ge. Paris 1908. p. 22111). 
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rnaturally since atenogra.phy came into the service of the Christian 

church, a demand for n.evt notes for the cor1monest words belonging to 

'that the ch,1rch father Cyprian.us, in the middle cf the 3 1 rd century, 

ad.dad. E\ large number of s11ch special symbols to the e,lready axistin.g 

collection. 

The golden age of the Tironian notes lasted until the fal1 of 

th.e :~:·a~tern Roman empire, 'but tl1e. oo·llect.io:n of anti<1ue-heatI1en 

notes sec:1:s to ha·,re d.i~appec-1red as early G,s the reign of P.nrpero1~ 

ta th the decline of the Roman empire and the accompan;yi:ng fate of 

arts AD.d sc.iences, the Tironb.n scri:pt lost its significance e.s ~ •. 

me;:UlS of r11corcl.ing speech. The merlit~eval knigkits ll1'3,de no long 

s;::;eechcs, and people soon forgot. that the encient shorthand syster,1 

Only among the monks in the cloister, where the storms of the 

m:tg:r:;,..ticm. of D.c"?.tions did not reach, was fountl a calm haven for Ti:ro's 

l!l1..1tes; and there tbey we:re saved fror? obsolescence and bega;n to 

fu.lfill a netJ function. 

The Tironian: notes T'tere originally set up and later ecm-_c.}.~"i;ed 

the pUTpose of rMord.ing speech; and were used for that purpMe 

in Roi::'.t'.ln times. Bl1t the mon1rn in tho cloister needed no speed. 

H; ru1s sufficiant for them to ha:ire a short and clear system of recording 

notes fer sJr:etches aud doeu."!lents, for eopying the Psalms and othe:t 

books, etc., and which furthermore conseri,ed the precious pa.rch;;1en'c. _.,,_ _________ _ 
12 ~fohnen. Geschichto der Steuogra-phie. r,.1rster Band. :Berlin 1911. 

p. 1'71. 
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For the pul'Jiose of m&ikiug outlines and sketches, the notes 

c:~'.ne g1'.:1du.ally to haYe 9, considerable vogue, and they did no·c :i.~em?,in 

wi·~hi1: the tvalls of the cloister, but t'Jhen more r,egcef\1..l time.l prev,,tiled, 

t?S:t'e tn."'ot1,ght into use even in the chancelleries of kings and priueef6. 

H1 the days of' Gh;;,.rlem:i,,gne .s,ntl LouiG the Pious it seems that 

mau.;v o:f' the officers of the court had more or less knowledge of 

these notes and. nsea. them for s!-{etehes and 1:1ritin~s of v.ariou.s '"wrts; 

.ane. th&,.11t:s to the neTily a.1.7akene.d interest :tor the Roman shorthe.nd.-

the rem¥1iseAric~ oi the ar.t o£ '1'iro-the old collections of notes 

r.er'e hu,.'1.t,ed. up, co2)ied and revised in the Frenkish cloisters, e.nd 

ne; signs we:re also added until the nu.1nbe:r or notes increased to 

a:i.·ounii 131 000. Ch.<>.rlemagrie h:i.r:il(; elf, v1ho sought :ln every way to 

x·e-,tl7o the anci~nt ctiltu.re, also furthered 1:;he stu;dy of the old notes, 

~ad c.irected a;nong other things that instrnetion in them should be 

giv~n in some of the schools of° the cloisters. 

iut the development o:f' ordinary nr.i ting had not remained G~i a 

st:md:::rd.ll during ri.11 these centn:t'ies. The letters of the m,mll 

al:9h::,,,b2;t had. for fl long time superseded the gwkws,rd letters of the 

12..rge alph:ibet and ht~:i g:rad:ually aesu..ined more convenient fo:ni,s. 

1'i:ro' s :i.tctes could. not in , the long :run contend 1,-c-ith these cler:i:r ~id. 

e:2,dly u:titten le.tters) for the difference in speed of writing bao. 

lost ::fm.ch of its signifieence since the use of writing had come to 

be n::~inly th-1t of copying, awl cou.ld not in a:ny ca,:,,ie outweigh the 

tremendcu.s lose o:f time involved. in the learnin.g of the notes. Thi8 

lef.,J:nin0; had also beco~e more difficu.1 t as tine went on~ since kno,,ledgs 

of hcfc:' the r1otes were r,rritten seems to have been lost~ so that at l&s·l; 

they l:.acl ·!:,o, be memorizect, and inscribed. without regard for any connection. 
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or coherence with each other, as if the7 were altogether free symbols. 

lor this reason the ord1Da1'7 script emerged the Tictor in the contest, 

!iro'• notes· gra -:uall7 disappeared from the chancelleries. 

Characters f or words in ordiDarT writing came more and more to 

be ixed in with the notes. There are even manuecripte in presena.tion 

from thi• t1118 where f'requentl7 recurring word.a and phrasee are written 

in notes, in La.tin, while more unusual words are writ t en in ordi 

writing and in the language of the count17. !he last Gel'Jlls.D doewiaent 

with Tironian llO tea in the gin that we know of', datea back to the 

court of Otto the Great in the 7ea.r 941, the last one in lrencb to 

Philip I in 1067, ba.t in both of' theae the notes are so poorl7 written, 

that one a&S\11188 the7 were copied from older documents b7 eo•one 

who did not know their meaning.13 

.At the end of the 119th centu17 one can also• that knowledge of 

the !ironian s7stem waa completel7 losti and that thil happened. at the 

•am• ti or shortly after the time when the Latin (during the 101 th century) 

eTen in churche• was begin.nia.g to be replaced b7 the la.ngu.agea of the 

different countries, wa.a probabl7 no accident, in as 1111eh a.s the 

!ironia.n notes were created for just this Latin language • 

.A remarkably long span of life was granted !iro•a notes: more than 

a thousand. yearsl 

!banks to the court historians of ancient times we are able to 

trace the fortunes of this Boman shorthand through all these centuries, 

and in~ instances we have detailed descriptions of its use in 

the serTice of culture, but what these !ironian symbols looked like, 

13 Johnen • .AJ.lgemeine Geechichte der Iturzschrieft. Berlin 1924. p. 15. 
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or upon what principles they were based, our chroniclers have had 

nothi~ to relate. lieither have a:ny ancient inscriptions in Tiro's 

notes been found, and the wax tablets upon which the Koman sho.:rtha.n.d 

writers inscribed their symbols have "gone with the wind. 11 • 

first during the 81 th, 91 th, and. 101 th centuries, have ha.nd-rrd tings 
·' 

14 been found, executed. altogether or pa:a-tly in notes, and documents with 

:o.otes in the margin, and even. better, whole ca.ta.logu.es of notes, 

(commentaries}. with tran9la.tio:is in ordin.ar;v writing. ~d all this 

in sueh f'o;rm and in suob pro.fusion, that it has been possible to interpret 

the notes a.nd g,,,:in an insight into their. constra.ctio:a.16 

lbt tor a lo.ng time these fountain heads tor the studr of Tiro's 

notes 1~ untouched and u.nknoq i.n the l1l>J"a,r1es of the. cloisters. 

Xt we.a not until. the yes,r 1496, that ~he lea.r~ed a.'bbot in :iparinbeim, 

Johannes T:rith•mius, found iil a cl.oiote:i;o li'l>ra.,r :la ltrass'bllrg a list 

of seve.ral thousand notes with translations, and two years la,ter ~. 

:psnlmbook writte~ 1n these notes; and it ·t<:1.ss in. 1513 that Cardin~l :Dembo 

tried to interest Pope .Julius lX ixl.. a ,ai-onia.n. m,-museript :f'~ in Milan. 

In this w~:1 inteJ"est in the ancient sho~thruld was rea:wak'1ned, and since the 

plundering of cloisters duri~ tbe wars of the Befo:rmation and the Hu.gnenot 

we.rs had brought several :reMins ·of notes to the light ot day, lea.r:aed men 

( including the same Goho:ry who 1:va.s t.he . f.:Lrst to u~e ~he appelation 

'?iro' s notes,) beg,911 to study them. and to plan ct.ll...reful l\"eeee.rohe~ i:nto them: 

a study which arO"J.nd 1600, tho.nks to the Hollandets Lipsius and GTt.iter8 

was placed. upon a higher :pb.ne so to spea.k .. 

14 A few such. from earlier dates h~,ve had no value in the interprets,,tion 
c:f the notes. 

15 A detailed account 0£ all these sources is foU!ld in John.en's Geschichte 
der Stenographie. 11:rster :Sand. p. 193 ff@ 



diffiarut work, which the interpretation of Tiro's notes d.ema,t,.clecl. 

But :first in 1819, when the ·court archivist in C:assel, Ulrich Friedrich 

proble~ ,,:,E.s for the most ps.rt solved. Certainly even Kopp' s productic::m 

ha.s required corrections and ·completions, but a.e a. 'b:;i,sis for a. study of 

(t'irots 110tes, his work has not as yet been surpe.ssed. 

Foremost among the mo1•e rec.ant investigeJ;ore in this field wao the 

Rector in Cologne, ralhelm Schmitz, · decea.sett in 1898, who in 1893 

publ.ished his Commentarii Neztaru,Q Tironia:rum, 17 based p:r.incipallj~ ·n.pon 

the best c;,-.talogue of notes e'li .. ailable, the so-ce.lled Ci:i..ssilt1-,n.).~: found in 

the cloister a.t Ftilda a.nd now preserved in the l~a.tional I,:t bra.17/ in Cassel. 

lle:sides Schmitz one should at t,his time mention among m.'11.ny others 

the German, Ferdina.nd .Ruess, and the Frenchman, Emile Ch.:"\tel9,in, who 

.later in his n1ntroduction e,1 la lecture de2 notes tironiennes 1' (Pa.ri~ 1890) 

hss lef't a elea.r and aas:11.y 'W.lClerstood. p.resenta.tio.n of the !.ironian 

system. Ruess aekl'lowledged his great indebtedness to the work of 

Schmi h for the gl"eat care with iVhich it h9,d been executed, bu.t he W.9,s 

not si~tisfied. because the ilhist:rations of the notes were reprod.uoad. 

by hE.1.nd: He believed th3.t even 1:f' the transcrriber su.ceeed:ea admiJ?~bly in 

16 Mabillon. De re diplomatica. libri VI. Paris 1681. p. 457 ff. 
Carpentier. Al-pha.bet1.lll tironianum. Paris 1747. 
Tou~tain et Tassin. Nouveau traite' de dinlomatique. Paris 1750-1765. 
p. 499 ff. (Toustain, who ;1rote the stenographic part of this work, 
died before it wa.s published). 

1'7 Sc.lmit z. Oom,:ientari notaru:m. tironia.rum. Leipzig 1893. 
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copyi the or1gi 1 ymbola, 7et this sort of pr sent t ion could 

not g1Te real picture or the Tironi script as auch: therefore 

Ru a re•olTed to bliah t: e • ese1an.u1• new; bu.t this ti in 

otogr he print.18 other splendid e le of ~erman thorougbne•a l 

nault of the penevering and deToted. work of th se res ehera, 

we ha.Te good imlgb.t as to what the iroaian. acript tbat was u ed. 1n 

the Croll 1 ti looked like, but eYen if one c determin.e fro 

the connection bet een cert fact& ho~ the !ironi&n script had 

develo 
19 

, 7et it 1s oa ible to decide defWtel7 which onee ot 

l these symbol• and all these aethoda of cont ction, tr e ck 

to f1 bi self, to the ti of the Bo empire, or to l ater period.a . 

en•• 1 our time apeak of the easenc and appe 

!ironi no ea, we thutl referring to these s)'llbol• i n their final 

torm, uch as they app ln the lists of notea and manuacripts pre eryed 

troa oli ian t ea. 

Th ironi acript w s origi ly created with the object in 

Tl of recordin& ep ech. l t also lBca• a •word script•. lbt these 

word.sign• are not alt0g9tber indiscriai tel:v selected, for one detecta 

a cert in &1'9tea orb tter •aid, seTaral systems, according to which 

t wordaigna--notea---seem \o have & simpler baaia than the •J"lllbola 

obt 1ned in ordinaey writing from the large alpha.bet, in which the 

letters e ao etimea ind1c ted aaongat joined lettere. 

18 Die Xasseler landechritt der !izon1schen Koten. :Berlin 1914. 
PP • 42 and 43 of the •c eselamls1 con.Wn both Schmitz'• autogr 

Bo.esa•a photograpb;y . 

19 J o en. Gesch1chte der Stenogr phie. lrster Band. p. 215. 
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Et:-p;;od.,wtion fr.om JlinUe O!v'.telain. .Introdi.ictlotJ. ,t.' la lec1m.re des no·tea 
fironiennes. Paris 1900. p. 3. 

None of the 24 frr::gments of lists ()_:f' no·~~St d.e,Ung b..<:1,ck t;o former 

times, th,9.t are now av~iila.ble, eontiii:n. an alpha.bet, and. wi tb one exce:pt1on20 

the lists of symbols s.re not in alpMbetic order, bu.t are a.rr~mged according 

to ccmtent in larger or s:n-.ttlle:r tt:t·ou-1:1s., d.esigned to be learned one after 

the other. Thus these lists Cfm not be used a.s a dietion.aey in the ordinary 

sense of the word. 

20 A fragment o.f a list of notes preserved in the Royal Library at Brussels .. 
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one refers to the !tronian alp bet, it is to the interpret tio!l8 

blis.hed :y achola.ra 0£ recent ti a, and aince it 1a the ofte a 

ere tter of t aste to whether the sym,bola ahal.l be conaidered.. original 

or al1ered ic symbol-a, the outcome ia t t different inve ti tore 

have arriv d at different resulta. ng the m at t e _ te t .o r cons t:rn.ct 

the Tironia.n alpha.bet, a propo• by the •renc C tel 1a 1• found on 

p~e 35, which 1n the matter of the IIWllber of accepted syrabols occupies 

a middle grottn4. 

s we see, G telain. s accepted only two aymbol• fort 1-etter a, 

lnt of partition and cbangea one can quire~ v: i ations 

very well be reg cl as orig1 aymbole. !he first a.--

h firat • bol--ap to be nothing lllOre than the 1 ge alph bet ' s a 

(after thie bas en divested 0£ all unn.eces gary ad.Juneta), ba.t if this 

i s divided into two ve•, the ti.rat denotes the pr fix a.d 

the other halt ab, and by usin& both of these two ~feet in diffel" nt 

direetiona we get for le: 

- 0- - a...- I 

I --
C "lain has lis ted four eig1111 for c, but if one examines re 

elosel7 one f1nda t t 1 t 1a the aame c-eyaboU in ord.1 ry form, 

turned ckwarda, lying down, and upaide do11D. 

in the s\ two ll-8ymbole one find.11 the or1g1 

on edge, and up.aide do11D. !be apbola for• and II often &a re kable 

f orms, where t of the orig_1nal oonfiga.ratioDB oan be detected( s ee t or 

• l e, ove ber, page 38). en· thie happen• , vowel and consone.nt 
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symbols gi.;iner,~lly blend. together, bi.it the voweis f!.,1 e, and 1,. are often 

7ootckened symbolically in such a way tba.t the straight ending eon~ona.nt 

line~ 1f started to the ri~b.t indi.ca.te an a. following, to th,,, left e, 

a.nd. ren'."!~ining upright ij even. o and. u, though more seldom., P..re s;t,1mbolized. 

The,t one awl the ssme initial cnn. $.SS\w.e m."llly differen.t. f'onns untura.117 

makes the reading more difficult. bU.t t,h1s \rue to a inueh gre~ter extent 

when in many ea.sea the same symbol bas more than one mea.aing. !hue the 

curved. horizon.ta.! dgn (Melin's u) may sto.nd tor both n e;nd. l,"'i half of 

h m~· be c, 'b in some eases also c, "cross:lng• rnigh.t ind.ica.te, both l and 

x, the ei:rcle in the fir$t two r s~rmools hee eJ.phnbet) in some instances 

pu.i·pose of joining othar symbols with ea,ch other (ib,· vg, tr;J e.ml 

fin.~l~· in l"f.Jl.-'pic.l 1.:n•i ti~ the :prin.oip:,,l l!\ign.a. tor d ~net s ec.1.n be eti\.S ily 

interckniged etc. 
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1%.a.mplea ot Iotee 

a.(~) ~--...,,-~-A 4" .vn'1. 

p .b b 
) a,ctr -¢ _,I>) -ft 

Ah 
~) 

y 

.... 
1) The a,mbol for g at a elant-- 2) Hal f of a plus c. -- 3) !he ending 
here precedes t.he main B71lbol. -- 4) Half of h. - 5) The final down.stroke 
at a chan ed a:a&l•· -- 6) • at an angle. -- 7) Beelining e. -- 8) o t a . 
9) • 1. -- 10) t • n •· 
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A firo liEin dgri consists of a. simple or joined. 'basic s;ymbol, Tii th 

,;:,.lph&JJe:t, are made sm0.,ller than the b~sic nymbola 2;nti. are w:r:ttte-n se:;oa,:ra,te 

:from thffm, which m;:ire th£.n ruwthin.g else give:;i the Tlron:lan script its 

the c:,d::led sign. Among .:further ehe;re.c:ters to add to the number of symbols, 

ub.en. ~'l end sign is to be ad.tied to e. symbol this ma.rk 1~ used in i~he plaee 

of °' :r,:e:riod. !he place of the diacri tieal ma.!'!t is often of sim,boliefll 

s:i.6nifieci:nce. So, for ~ .. mple, in the words sun, moon, ste,rs, ~,ir, m1rl 

hegd, it is ple..oed ~bave, while in ea:rth, land, set?, etc., it fa placed. 

mule:c the basic sign; for t?,;old over, for silver under, etc. 

:Brevi t;v" in the notes is also achieved in that a.long with 1~he e·n.dings 

one writes: 

l) onl;f the fi:rat letter 

2) only t,he first syllable 

3) two or fil(;re letters within the ,;,ord., which a:te som:~ti11es 
written in a changed order. 

Vowels within wo~ds are almost a.lw:J!.ys omitted. 
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~:xamples of S1gns -for Word E~dings 

Cl-1-"1.,1;~ 

/l 
Ct,..01,-:-,,.,..4,; •. ,..;.-,,1 

~/ ··, 
t 

,ft_-.o-~".;·,_, .• ~.rf-. :I--' 
/'',.t 

-~~·;:..,..,.c~1:.1_.-~.?e.__,.,. 

#f. <'"f~ 
,'1' ) 

C:,,.-,-:i~ ),'4~ fJ - ..• 

/ .. 

c .. J .1/ t.:t:;.,.1'---" . ,.,. ~~~I 

~-·~ ... ..;1.~-i,,.;('. ____ .. ;:'(._,1 ~t .--.,~:r.... ~..rt·~~~: , {< .. ./ ... :, 

.Jj 

,, 
·,!'..: 

It is g-enara.lly s.ccapted. that 'l'1ro _regi.1la.rl;r omitted ind.ic~.tion of 

woi:d. ::m.dings, and. th1;.t it was: later1 at the beginn.1n--6 of the time of 

Seuec;2. $.nd the encl of the time of Ma.reuo A".lreliu.s, that mo.st of the 

21 signs for word. endings appeared. 

lri Tiro-l,3 scripti ::zu.eh a.a we lr.n.o'JIJ it., the notes appear 'i?fithout 

:'d~~ :for word. endings only in: 

l) words whioh cannot take different :forms, $.UCh as adverbs, 
p:r4'Positiona, and eonjunet.iona., 

2) certain frequently recu.rr.1ng substantives or adjectives 
in the nominative e,~se, e.nd 

3) cert.~in freq_uently recurring verbs in the -present tense, 
third person, singular. 

GhatelB,in includes as maAy as 660 signs fo~ suffixes, but does not 

cla.1111 that his 11st is complete. When deciphering a 'fironie.n manuscript 

21 Johnen. Gescb.1chte d:er Sten.ographie. Erster Band. p. 225. 
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these u!!1%.-s1gn.e often furnish the first clue, because through the one 

can determine what claae of woru 11 inTol'Yed. 

Cha.tel.a.in 11st 292 wigne for prefixes: an addition ot a ber 

which doea not pl uch a 1 rge role when it 1a a queation of le iDg 

13,000 eueh. ~t these prefix a1gn• e the readi 

d1 f1cult, because they often, to ther th the following word. ate 

cone ti tute word •J'lllbols of the ord1.Da17 type--with the aign for th prefix 

a the 1c aymbol and the word.stem a.a an added aign.. 

The aboTe account of the growth of the fironi ayste 1a t fro 

co lete. ither apace nor the author's knowled.8e have ermit+.ed a deeper 

descent into the m;yater1ee of Tiro'• shorthand with all ita a te rules 

and choices: the purpoae haTing een to give the re er gl1 a in general 

,r of the eaaence of theae • bola. o be a le to decipher 

Tironian manuecript 1eanother matter. 

unknown 

•t of the Tironi that are to e found, ~e 

eanwhile been tranaeribed into ordJ.naey writing. 'l'he learned en who 

ha.Te giTan their ti a and effort to thia work, haTe aoet certainly tcrund 

good help in the collectiona of notes published bJKopp am\ S z • 

.But the 41.fficrolti•• have beau great, nnertheleH, partly due to 

the f t that when an wit liar word.sign ia encountered, one does not 

ow 'Where 1t can be found 1n all theee 11'ta ot notes, which are not eTen 

arranged in alphabetic order, and partly bee nae the !1ron1au manuacripta 

e otten badly written 41tfer1ng greatly fro e ch other, and are often 

mixed. in with "•7llable notes• (see pagef S, . 
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OnL.1 ? 
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"Ohart of Loui• t Pious* . 
according to C ntier 

) 
, v t 

~ 
/j/ ,.. 

~ 
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-1.. 1,...,, 
1 A .,, 

11 ~ 7 0>/ /' . 

Reproduction fro D. P. C rpentier . Alpbabetu.m Tironi • Paris 1747. P• 64. 



1 . Ll-z_ paem1s 

2 ~ P m.tu1 

aenetra.t 

4 paenetral 

5 J.f1 p a ell8'trabilitt 

6 sententia 

9 aummola. 

10 ads t 

11 \~ cons t 

12 stud.1um 

13 atudioaua 

14 -:.J" 
/ 

tudet 

15 senUt 

16 I.( adeent1 t 

2.. 
17 .> conaenti t 

18 ~ d1aent1 t -

21 co en it .. ~ 
22 1 d!saensi t 

23 dissenaio 

' 24 consent neo 

25 iudicis 

26 1udex 

C aelanua 1 

Schmits 

27 udic!ua 

28 I::_ in tud1c1u 

prae1ud.1c1um 

ao I 1n pr 1ud1mo 

31 atne prae1ud.1c1o 

32 i"L-s1De ullo prae1u41e1o 

33 ~ volo 

nolo 

35 W malo -
36 (9 volunt 

37 v ole.pt s 

38.!/7 volunt 

39 C.,.... vnlt 

40 ~ non vult 

41 ma.vult 

42 Gf,/ vultia 

ua 

43 "// DOD TW.t1• 

44 "// ma'fflltia 

45c-v fl& 

46 r non Tl• 

47 ~ .mane 

A.8 idT1111 

4~ q 8 

50~ quan.tumn• 

61} 11a 

52 l1t1gat 

43 
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53 11t1 \rix '9 

54 Ti8 80 
y( nomencula.tor .. 
~ 55 -r. 1nsuaY1a 81 aolli.natlw.a 

56 - 82 II.Olli \la 
' 

57 83 C/) ec1o 

58: rle 1ma S4 C/J"' ec1t 

59 :ri i9 1111.a 85 '- ac1ac1t tar 

41u 86 oonaciu 

61 diutiua 87 ) lnac1,ia 

62 d1uti 88 ~ reeclt 
4 

d1u.t1es1 B9 ~ Ao•ciue 

lu 90 
~..., 

couoieatl.a .. 
u\iu 91 ~ 1nac1Ua 

66 92 4 sch it 

67 /y., 
.., 

Uu\ie lile 93 ouclaa.it -I en. 94 deechclt 

69 decl11 95 n•oilctt 

70 
~ 

JlOMB. 96 aolu 

n //..A*' ... ,....., 
ephillOMR 9'1 J-~ .llOll 1olua 

12 V 
• ... 98 L "?"' couol hr 

/,/I, 
73 diLo 99 praea\olatv 

?A-
74 COlln.OlleD. aolaU1111 

~ 75 o:,gno sol ua 

76 deaoaea 102 um 
~ 

77 1 p nlO 103 oll. 0 

?8 -r,pr ono 104 /-.1 libet 

ro t 1on of c t~•s togr pbed copy, s ew t diminish • f e 
te froa 19 to 67 re - •o 1nclu ed int e Buess list on 

the aext p • 

4 page fro• th Sc tz colleotto• ot note•. 
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14Casselanu.s• 
Buess: God. Gass • .21. 

' v_:l C ,n", S r:" :i . ,~n f~t ·f l; t ~~t 
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/I\, tJ I 
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;:.-

·~:};~. ·(· 7:}· y1 

y 1 ,, : .;·. {.} 
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"m":JP' 

,-·~#A\ 

.~/!~; 

·, m 1 ,i, . .I' \_ 

"Cl 
./' 5:, .-)(/ 

( '.) f ;,c~ !J ';J 

lteproduotion of Bu.ess• photography. S.ehmits1 s 11aotas• from 18 to 57 
are found here • 

. A page f'~oa the Jleuils ,col.leetion: of aotea. 
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:Bibliot,heque n.<;<.tio.n";l.le in P8.ris. L-a.t. 13160. Reproduction from Chatelain. 
Introduction a la lecture des notes Tironiennes. Paris 1900. Pl. fil, 

somewhat diminished. 



kco:rding to c11.,,,.t;elain; corresportding 1;1Hh the original texli 1:lne by linee 

RP,b<Ylla terrae, kantate Deo, psallite Domino 

l?;"Js,,Ui te Deo, qui e.ricend.i t super caelui:t caeli ad orientem. 

Ecee d:.ib1t voc1 sue vocem virtutis. ll<:>,te gl oria.m Deo super 

Israel magnificantia eju.s et vi.rtus eju.s in n:u.biblll'.!. 

Mir£,bilis Deus in sanctis suis; lleus Isra..el 1:pse da.'bit virtutem 

et fortitudinem :plebi sue, benedictus Deus L XVIII 

In finen pro his qui com

rnuta.1:mntur llavid. 

St?.1'17\l.l'.U me fac, Deus, qu.oniam intr.averunt aqua., usqu.e ad an:tmam rnea.m. 

ln:f'ixus sum 1n limo prof'u.ndi, et non est substantia. 

Vero. in altitudinem maria, et tempestas demersit me. 

Lf>-'borami elarnans, reneae faetae aunt fauces meae, defeeenmt 

ocu.11 mei, dum spero in Deum meum. 

Mtutiplicati sunt super Capillos kap1tis me1, qui oderunt me gratis. 

Oonfortati sunt qu:1. percecut.i su.nt me 1nim1ci mei, in.juate, 

;J.uaa non rapui tune exolueba.m. 
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lf' one vievrn Tironien shorthrmcl c:ri tically one must certfdnl~ regard 

it highly for the .re0,l th of ide8.S which its creator has inspired, but on 

the o·ther 11.9,n.d one cannot fail to find many and. serious aho.l'tcomings 

Dhich accompe,ey this effort to build an authentic shorthand_. 

Thsd, such ahould be the case is altogether natural. The foundation 

fo1· the buildi.ng., the old llol!Lqn large alph'3.bet, W.?.s something entirely 

different from the convenient and flowing script of our time, and neither 

did Ti:eo and hie successors ha.ve the experlenee of authors of other systems 

to support them. 

Lack of tlnifotm system within the tironitcu1 st:ruetu.x-e as well A(':l the 

benilderingly large mass of eontractions,,.ada the learning ot.· :it unbelievably 

difficnlt. 'fhe rL'ltu:ral result of such a l!>,rge number of basic symbols was 

th,1.t it ,JM impossible to find. ~1 su.fflcient number of eharaeter:lstic 

different:Lating signs; and wnen furthermore, the same sign often had more 

then one metming, and o:f·he:n the symbols were a.ltered beyond. recogn.i tion., 

the Tironia.n sci;-i:pt bec~e to a high degree diffiou.1 t to ree.d. And thi-$ 

despite the fact tn.;.:1t the reme.rk9..bly distinct symbols fol" suffixes worked 

in the ,::ipposite direction.. 

So fo.r £,s. si1eed is concerned, the .first glance at a piece of connected 

::rri ting :Ln Tiron.ian script tells us thsi,t these notes with their tUvided 

That the Roman shorthand in ex1y event, a,s we k:t1ow,. for me_.ny hundreds of 

yee,rs fulfilled its missi.on in recording speech, was no doubt du.e 

besides the frequent use of Rchain w-ritingtt,. in no small measure to the 

:?act th.r.1t 1n thoga times people spoke more slowly than in our de~r, and 

this v:;as especially tri.1e when. the old Bomans .~dressed the whole people 
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~llowed. themselves to oo 1nflu.aneed in :no sxr,13,ll mea,sure by Tiz,ot s nethods 

to life 2d; tha b?..gi:nning of the l7'th centnl";'.r, the !ironia.n mnusc:d_pts 

' 
:iaf1·t.1ence i:lpon. the development of the geometric sys·t,em.. On the other 

1:iro•s note-s were in their ccnstruetion widely di:fferant from the 

G:reek sho:rthanct. They were a. consonant wol'd script, while the G~eek 

similt2,:Flties ere found between the two systems. :Soth had az their first 

b2~is the alphabet in 01'diJ1.a!"<J writing from which even the straight 

system having obtained. syro.bols from th~ other. ,l!u.t the longer both 

L-~.tin l,c:,ngas.ge, the more they interacted upon each other; which explains 

!!L~.ny similc:rities 1n later forms, E".nd to a certain extent the partial 

conversion of the Boman wordeign script into e. syllable script. 
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as wordsigns, d:flindled away- and were lost in com:-petition :with the improved 

script: the so-e&lledl.atin syllable uotes. 

:Symbols for syll.?,bles a.re, o:f course, found in the J':rarucish notes, 22 · 

11,rt tbis is exee:ptional ~d mostly to indicate fOl!'eign {&erm,we). 12~es. 

! 
l'i; ua.e a resort in eases of Qecessity which could a.11:l~ be used for ~tin 

uord,, i~or which n.o symbols were f'01ll1d 1n the ltsts of notes, or 'to~ r'igntt 

which the writer had not learned, .. in •hich ea,se he either wrote tllese 

z,10:rds ln ordinary script, which. happmted. frequently, or used sonre of 

Tiro• s syllable notes for one syllable woras and endings. Su.ch syllable 

signs :1:ntersper-aed among other. notes are C3,lled the •Frankish syllable notestt~ 

!he I:taliaas on the other h~ seemed t.o have mere cona.ciously 

at:riven to tre.n.sform. the ~ironia.n word script to a syllable script. 

In i;he older form, prasu:mably during the 61th to the ?'th eentur.v, 

r'50p1I!raUott of stem and iu.£fix, whila the ltalia:n.. syllable script in its 
. . 

later fom, :from the 81 th to the close of the 111 th eentuey, employs 

indic1:,tion of stem and .endings. 

iotb. forms a.re 'V81"3' remin1s·oent of th$ later Greek teebyg:ra.:p~ with 

i.ta reg:alar and simple -eonstJ't.letloa, and s1mi.la.rl7 tt; Syllable symbols 

22 I.Di the first note eoueataey 71th and s•th chapters. 

23 lfo di;fferentla.te these from other notes a horizontal line 'is placed 
above them. 

.-.. . .... , 
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are written sep$rately. !he later syllable script aeon crowded out the 

older form, aud came to be used extenaiv.ely 1• ~orth,em. Italy. llecent 

.ltalh..n reeea~hers believe :furtbemol"e that 1~nowlsdge of :these notes 

became a part of a. eec:retar,1s training.24 

Only exoepttonally did these "!ta.liM .syllaely notes seem to ruive 

yJenetreted into the cloisters, where fl-ro1 s notes continued to exist in 

their orig1l'lal form., but mau.uscript-s 1a our po-sae8sion show, that the 

syllable notes ware used. even in the eouris 0£ popes .and Italian prine.es. 

Thus Pope Sylvester 11 left several ency:el1cals from th& years 999-1002 

with his greeting and sign;~t_ure la .sylla.bl.$ ao.tea; 

6:e:r--... -ber---tus Sil----vet----ter 
">-,.·:- ~·- J~,,:;, :£,£ t:"::cco:• 

i'he Xtalian. syllable note1/:;en reached Spain., and valuable mnuBcripts 

containing such notes arranged tu textbook form a.re found 1n the lia.tionsl 

Library in Mail.rid and in the Escorial cloister. 

Nothing is known as to .... thel! ~• J.a.tin sylla.bl• notes were us-ed. 

to record speech, lmt one Ill\t$t perhap~ assume that thia acrlpt wa.s only of 

help in recording the mintes of meetings ad 'in copying bvos. And so 

they suff$red the same :tate as the original J1Ctes. iJbey could not meet 

the competition of the improved .ordinary wr1t1ng, and. ••re eoiwignad to 

obscurity, to be restored to- the U,ght of ea::, b7 modem -re$earch worlcttre

in the h!st.ory of stenogra:PbT. 
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CHAPT IV 

AGE OY TRANSITION 

Latin Systems 

In the ;year 1874 Valentin Bose discovered threel copies of handwritten 

papers containing some stenographic notea, which Arthur Mentz2 and others 

analyzed and described turther. 

It became eTident that these manuaeripte were nothing lees than 

copies of a letter containing extracts from a textbook on Latin atenographJ' 

together with a treatise on stenograpq in ge11eral. Bose aaaumed that 

the writer of the letter and the 1nYentor or the system was the well-knolrll 

monk John of Tilbury, and this has commonl.J" been accepted as aettled: ba.t 

the onl.7 thing one can be certain of from the contents of the letter, is 

that it waa written at the close of the 141 th centu17 by an Bngliah monk: 

to some other u:nknowa influential peraon. 

!hie diacoYery, neYertheleaa, 1a of great Yalue to research in the 

history of shorthand aot only becauae the aten.ographic 17ste11. 1e ot 

interest in i taelt, bu.t alao becauae one c · learn tro• the coploua 

introduction what conception a aultured monk of that time had of •Rome.n• 

ahorthand. as well as of the tu.notion of stenogr&pb.J' in general. '.?he 

author recounts how the art ot Boman atenographJ', which he belieYed. wu 

originated by Cicero, had tlouriahed in its time, lait aa a reault of the 

d.iff1cult7 in lea.rniag it and its 1lleg1b111t7, which caused the mperor 

Jus tinian to forbid the u1e of it, had later been completel7 forgotten.3 

He also 1harpl7 crit1c11ee theae •c1ceroaian• notes, eapeciall7 

1 ho in the British Kuaewn, one in. the Bodleian Libra.ry, Oxford. 

2 JCorreapondenzblatt. 1912. P• 163 tt. 
3 !he ~ieh monk, remarka.bl7 enough, aeems to haYe been famili with the 

renna1Hance of Roll&IL ahorthand in the Carolinian age (Age ot Charlemagne). 



51 

becau e the baeic s111bole were altered beyond recognition, and offer• 

in their place hie •new notes• which he •81'• he had receiTed in a reTelatlon 

fro• Arohblahop ~homae lecket, who wu mrdered in 11?0 and ter e oJlised. 

Be has a higb regard for the art of ete11ograph7 and Tigorouely 

describe• it• adTanta,;91. !hue, he aqe, one can with atenogra.J>b¥ not 

only record apesch bu.t 10 do ae 1111Ch work as twenty ord1n&r7 writers, 

and tu.nhe:raore uee onl7 one-twentieth u 111ch paper ae otherw1ae. '!hie 

art 1a of the createet Talue to all to the 7oun,; 1tudent, who can take 

down enry word that hie 1D.8tr11Ctor apeake ao that he eoon become• aa 

proficient a.a hia 111atro.ctor, and nan aurpaHea hi•, for the 1 1netruetor 

who doe• not know stenocraphJ' 111at first atop to conaider before he holda 

hi• le sure, mt the p11p11 who know• atenograpq need only produce his 

not es and then he can an.ewer all qu .. t1oaa\ 1 • 

But he aharpl;y admolliahe• that in order to beco• a stenographer 

one Jlll18t put all his rgie1 into the effort of lee.ming, and when one 

1e wri Ung ahorthand •one 111et nner turn awq from the epeaker tor an 

instant, n.or ecratoh one'• forehead or qH, and. one ahould alwqa haft 

60 to 100 well sharpened pencil• relld.7 at hand~. 

Alphabet 
In somewhat •reTiaed1 form 

1 -f _J r I- L 1 ..., 

~..e '-? c.. .e- • ;,- tl., 

" ' ~ ( r V 
ht ,,__ V' 1t ~ ,4.. ~ t<-

'1--ef- .7-- )( y z. 
Accord.in& t o Mets in the .lorreepondensblatt 1912, p. l?O, and Johna. 

in the 1 .All game1ne Geachiohte der :lurHchrift• 1924, p. 20. ~ hi•torical 
· writer11-including John.• an.cl Meuts in other worb-have publlahed other 
illustration of theee eyabols baaed upon the omiaeion of k froa the lie\. 
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The "new note system" (nova a.rs notaria) is like Tiro's notes 

l2. word script with independent basic and modifying symbols; bu.t the basic 

symbols are entirely relea.sed from the letters of the ordinar,J i~tlph~,bet, 

and consist of the horii::ontal stroke as a basis with added angles at 

different levels and slants. 

fhese basic symbols, which remind us of the symbols of the .Acropolis 

system, and even of the so-called 11later runic chara.eters 11 are not syllable 

symbols in the ordinary sense of the word bu.t symbols tor word stems. !he 

symbol a denotes a wordstem beginning with the letter a, the s;rmbol b, 

a wordstem beginning with the letter b etc. It is evident that the symbols 

are constructed, according to rule, in alphabetic sequen~~ :which is natural 

in a time when no one had hit Upon the idea of grouping them on a more 

rational basis. To differentiate the different word stema that begin with 

the same letter, the un.k:D.own inventor uses variations and appendices at the 

lower ends of the basic symbols. \11th the object cf reducing to some degree 

· the nwnber of these symbols, he selected from the Bo-0k of Psalms 

(80,000 words) the most common wori.~t~ms 1 which were given stenographic 

symbols, while the less frequent words, chiefly names, were written with 

a so-called semi-stenography (ars exeptoria) where, except in form words 

and endings, the consonants were written. with ordinary letters. This 

semi-stenography was even regarded as useable ind.e:pendently. 

For the indication o:f verbal inflections, the author had come upon 

an equ.~,lly simple and ingenious idea. Bfensett as such is indicated 

by different sorts of supplementary symbols, 11person° by means of different 

heights in relation to the basic symbols, and 11n.umber" by placing the 

supplementary symbol before or after the b.1.sic symbol. 
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ConJuga.tion ot Terbe 

. I J ., 
~ ~(1,MIJ.J 

-, -' 1-
(>t,tl 

!he presened transcript.a do not state ole ly the height of the 

symbol fot •u'bat tine and adje ttTea, and the author hiaeelt exple.11111 

that the ra.lee for tnlJ' foniation are leee 1at1efacto1"7. 

!be Wlknown monk'••~· note script• UJLque1tione.bl7 eignitles & 

eu etantial step forward. In place of the co tua1on ot BJ'llbola ancl 

thods ln. the 'f1ron1an 1cript, one finds un strong d comcioue 

triTizg for almpl1c1ty d orderlilLe••• ! :mmber of be.lie 1ymbole 

ha.a been greatl7 reduoed 1n COJIIPaii•oli with Tiro'• BJ'Bt••, and perh&pe 

beet of . 1, these be.de &)'11lbole are alwqe permitted to retain their 

orig:1 form. It is worthl' of note tb&t eomeone that f ar back ill time ha.cl 

'thoup.t of :aaldng :lD'l'eeUptiou as to freque11e7 of wordB. lo appreciable 

speed, howewr, coulcl. 'be ude wUh these co oai t. and unconnecti'ble 

a bola. !he author l'flll!Lrka \hat be hiuelf 1• too old to lla.lte practical 

wae of hie art and ne1 r 11 anything kn.on. to lte uee l ater. 

But that tbie a7atem waa ot 10 aoon. forgotten, is nident fro the 

ta.ct that the 1rencbwn ~ .. h-:17 ~.n h1e work, i=ubUmhed ant11ral h'wldred 

yes.re later 1n 1550, describe• an older a79tem which •n•~ inv t1ge.ton 

b line could han bHn. aoile other than the• new notes• of th1B ln.gHah monk. 



A IDEJ.nuseript presen-ed in the Laurenz Libra.ey in Florence uas fou,nd 

to h2.ve a beginning completely conformable to the above mentioned English 

system, and was at first ~elieved to be a fourth eop7 0£ the Game letter, 

bu.t u.pon closer scrutiny the Italian Rostagno discovered in 1900 that it 

wa.s enothel" stenographic system. 

Later investigators, especially Mentz_;:4 have proved this to be true, 

and have made c1ear that this shorthand SJ'$1lem,, which we,s given the proud 

nruue It.A.rs ~1otar1a Aristotelis-tt by its origin&tor, is also of English 

origin, and date~ baek to 'Ina 131-th centu:ry, thus being somewhat younger 

than the other system • 

. FJS to . th$ person of the author, it bas not been possible to draw 

any conclusions from the contents of the letter except that he was also 

a servant of the Church who \Vi.Shed to give mankind a new shorthand system. 

This, th.a so-called Aristotle system1 :ls to an even greater extent than 

the earlier •ystem based upon Latin grammar. Jo.t tn its application the 

author g<>e$ hi• own. wa:,, and obtain• his symbols directly, partly from 

the small letters of ordinary script and partly from the A.J:e.ld • .an ciphers. 

!he letters a b e d a and f each form two .symbols, while on the other 

hand g h 1 1 m no p q and rand the eiphers are used almost without 

alteration. 'Fhese be.ate symbols if they appear alone, become pure word.signs, 

which are used for classes of words that cannot take different forms for 

inflections; and th.is in su.ch a way tha.t from the letter$ a tog, 

prepositions are formed,from g to r conJunct1oas, and. adverbs from the 

ciph-e-rs. ln ol"der to make use of these SJmbols in greater number, they 

are used at ;Uve different heigbte, whereupon the words a.re divided 

4 Korrespondenzblatt 1912, p. 1?3 .fZ. 
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into the different rows of sy,nbola in the order in which theJ a.re listed 

1n the prevailing Lati.n grammar, without SD1' regard wh&tever aa to 

what Letter, are 1D. question. 

1) Jirst part of a .--- 2) A horizont 3:a.. 

Olaasea of ords which take difte.rent inflections, such aa s betantivee, 

adjectins, pronoun• and Yerbe, re indicated by 11.ean.1 of these arune basic 

aymbole, not b7 themaelvee but followed b7 eu.pplem.entary eigne (periods, 

circle, b&lf circles and straight stro es in different places); d the 

interesting thing in this connection ia t t it 18 the eupple nt rr sign 

which denotes the wordtlte, wh11.e the basic symbol dedgnate the different 

inflectione. The s e twelve symbols, which standing alone denot 

~repoaition1, now signity, when th~y are follo ed by supplement aigna, 

he aix different c see of the aubatantivea end adjeetiTea in the singalar 

the lenl a.t which the ic aJmhol le made, howl which 

declination 1a tu question. In order to aecure a sufficient n:umber of 

:u.pple nt817 signs tor the dif'terent word.ate , the7 can be laced in 

different positions 1th rel tion to the basic aymbol; above, below, in 

front ot, or behind them, ,md t'urther ore th& straight strokes are used 

with or wltho t "ahadi ngN. In the s e th twelve ey:mbole, which 

standing alone denote conjunction, are used to indicate declinations ot 

pronouna, while the twent7 character signs for adTerbe indicate the different 

inflection• of Terba (partic1plee). Btit the ra.lee for verbs are more 

complicated than tho•• for other claa•es ot worde.5 

5 entz. Xorre1pondensblatt 1912. p. 177 ff. 
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As the characters of the oz'dtn:ary script h&,ve been used for verbs 

e,nd ml.verbs, the ciphers are denoted by se-p,U"<Soted modi.tying syebols placed 

.::tt different heights to distinguish bet,,;een cardinal and ordinal numbers. 

Thus the Aristotle sy2tem is ._;m altogether indeJ;,endent one despite 

the fc;ct, that it is known, the,nks to the borrowing f:rom the foreword 

to tho ec,rlier textbook., that the e,u.thor was familiar with 1'l()t only this 

system bn t also to some degree with Tir(; ts notes~ In tha,t pe,rt of the 

fcre1.vord. which does mt correspond in both manus aripts, the author gives. 

nm.ch good e,dv-ice to the bu(l(]iug stenographer, and like the first au.thor 

emphnsizes the impori,c:1,nce of' h&.ving all 8 meehaniea1 fl prepe.r"',ticns re~dy 

Example a 

before one begins to write, so that e~,rs, eyes aud mind can, be used 

c::ins;pletely for the aet of writing 1 tself. He is n{)t satisfied, hmvever., 

te: place this requirement tt:pon the aten.ogra:,ph:e:r as such, but also demands 

th'.;J,t he be devout ""nd religious. He had heard it sai.d that stenographers 

of former times were often suspected of witcherai't, and to allay all auch 

suspicions 1 stenographers must sette the Father, Son, and Roly Ghost, 

obe;r the Ten Omnroandments, and eon.fess the true fa.i th unto death. If they 
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rem.'i,).in pi01.1s an.d abhor E-..-11 temptations. as mo:rtal sins, then no one can 

The A:rintotle system h:~.s left no other tr~..ces th-me the above,..mentioned 

Florentine ~,,nuacript> Mld. i~ is vel!'y doubtful tlmt it was ever in pra.ct1ea 1 

6 u~e. 

lt ts of gret,c~t inteJ;"est to us to discover bow t:his anthor of ~ sy13tem 

in mecli1:-1eval times# in spite of all the oddities of his system, has 

Vrtte:i'~ of the ordin~ey alphabet in order to con.stmct his basic symbols 

£1:·orn the 11partsfl, and for hia a.dd.i tional signs he ha.a used the simplest 

geometric symbols. Thus the same ideas appear ffllieh later becaGa the 

h:~s .further, certainly in much too great a?t extent, made use of the 

line of 1;?riting a.s s gTaphie support, a.nd this n.ot only indirectly by 

plt-.eing the additional signs at .different heights alongside the basic 

e~v!nbols, bu.t also directly by a.sd.gning meanings to the bade symbols 

tc,.ccording tr.i their po,i tio:n with reg!l.?'cl to the 1111.e of writing. Evan 

ttshading91 is used by this resourceful inventor as a. graphic expedient to 

o btr.in G,dded symbols. 

6 A;rthur Mentz believes that it is not improbable that John Willis we..s 
influ.enced by \his mediaeval system~ but bas not been able to present 
a:ny stron& evidence to support this view. 
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Shorth,;1,nd writers in the Period of 'Fransi tion 

Du.ring the later centuries of the Middle Ages, when Tiro's 

rwtea were forgotten, the dawning general culture nevertheless created 

"'' dem,md for greater speed in wd ting; and as a. result there appeared 

a nu.mber of shortenings of ordinary writing among the Romo..nic as we11 

I};,ese mediaeval '1short·enings II thus came to fill a ga,3;1 between ,mcient 

a.no. modei·:n. sllorthe.n.d. ')hen it - is told how the zee,lous students at, the 

nfF,ljr est.,,:.blislled. universities in l3ologua (1158) and Paris (1180) took 

nearl~l all the li terat11:re of j1:1rispj:udene:e consisted of this sort of 

college collections, and in li'rauce 1"Jhare the shortened ordinn.cy' script 

rac.B rJicLely used. in the higheat tribunal, there developed during tb.e 

1G' th centu.r.r a special judicial styl-e of writing { style jud.iciaire) • 

Ls.tin lt;:!l€,U.1l,ge, but were later c2.rried. over to the French la-ngru:a.ge also. 

There i;~ found in the library ri.t Lyon a collection of sheets :f:c•orn 1480 
..,, 

in qi.t;t.rtel" form with lB pages of such contractions written down.' 

1n Germa~-, where the Gothic style with its many difficult st?okes 

Rene Ravette. tes proeed.es a.b.reviatifs ett:!. 
siechea. Paris 1903. :p. 9. 

&11 XII all XVII 



59 

the Reforrtia.tion., th::~t these rapj.d. writers ·of 01·dt112.l'ji· script e:1tme to 

be U&H!!.d to any great e:icbexrL It was tbe f'oremoat of thes~, Luth.e:r1 s 

:fr•ie:nd and. cc.-1:Ji,',rker o~,sp~ir Cruci~er--w'ho t'?~,s; ~,;:ille-0 1;Piohygr~:r•h().r by 

Uelt\nt:ll.tcn;--of v:hom it v1t,i,S \:11::,id. th.s:,t he cUd not lose a sins;le word. 

\!then he took doon Lutlwr• s sermons ·or leotu.:res. Likewise it Wf.l.S s;lso 

ho, ,ib.Ollie spee;11 1.n nh?..nd.1.l;v· r.e~ording 11 speeeh lext the ltom.e.n card.in&.l 

:::,.t'te:i.~ the reli . .z1om, iLebec.te at Worms i:o. 154.0 to ~.,xcl.aim,: ij The. fo:1·thern.na 

h,~,:·rn r:'1. ~r:!;t,er ,lfho 5.s more pJ:'t,f'icient th~rt s,nt of curs. ti 

iGsiides Cruoigar, tbere we1·e Roth .r~ti.1! Rorer--J.1u.the1•t s J.arg~ 

er.J,bed.sr..1 w12~s :pn'bl:i.$hed with tlie help ot hi.s notes--who ~re ree1ponsible 

for ·the f'a.ct that much of Luther• s. speech w;;;,s prese,rved. for the ages, 

'b:at on the other h.%nd Luther also complains that many, ·who ,Jl~r.e n~t 

aoz:-i:pe',;ent, recorded 11.is se1·m.on.s without perrriiss:1on1 and later published 

fa.ttl ty and ineompl:ate reports. .Seve.r~l of Both.• s ll.nd B.o'r.er I$ original 

wri. tings have been d.isc.ove.red. in the li brs:ries at J" ens, and Zw:lck&iu, 

~md. .froi:J. these as \1$11 ,u1 othe1· similar ones, it h plainly evider.1t 

thtit his speeches ~:ere not te.ken doil7n verbatim. 8 Luther1 s lE2ctu.re$ in 

l.1atin iira in gen.e.ral better 1•eported th1c1,n his sermons in German, ci.ue 

nn.turall;y to th.e fact that the mc:"l.ny contractions in ordi:na:cy writing were 

B,rr.o,nc;eiL for tbe k\tiU ltmgu.a.ge. When the~e ~istenographers 11 1•eported a 

~ormrui sermon, it seems that they translated menta.lly the most ir,!pol'tGi,nt 

p1::\rts into .ta.tin and then by means of the many memorized contra.ctiori.s wrote 

down >c;he text in. thr:i,t Lingu.a.ge. But sometimes it happened tl:18t in thei.r 

hc'iste they ·~ere 'Wlable to reca1-l any 2.p:9licable Latin terms, and then, 

9ttch ~;;.s when sone especially characteristic German expressions were 

s Johnen. Geschiehte der Stenogl:'aphie. E:rater ll."\..iid. p. 293 ff. 
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concerned, they urote down German words such· as they were, r1hich resulted 

ill the f,c:,_.ct that these manuscripts often conSlain a, mixture of Y,ati:n and 

The e:E:a,ggeration of this system of shortening was the principal 

rePJ'lOl'i ,;-:hy these contrBctions gradttally disappeared,, so that the 

o:rdiwi~r writing again bec~me what it should be: :9. somewI1<1.t e,'1.sily 

l,3n:cn.ed folk script. The disap:pea.ra.nce of these eon.tractions ":m.s due 

not only to the f a.ert th.':1,t at the davming of the new :ige :people in nearly 

~n t,he:, Germe.nic 2.nd Ilorna..nce countries had. returned to the convenient 

o.nd plein let';:;ers of the Carolinian time, but &.lso, mtd llerh1:1J1s m(rntljr, 

becD,use the discovery of printing .had made ~co:pyin.M; of books t·,nneeeasaey, 

,r;i1u.. he.d cfl.u.sed peo:rile to become acm:LSt.omed. to ree;d unshortenecl script. 

~he same circu.r.frstances ~lso led to thee fact that the so-c0.lleiil. 

Az·.:J.bic symbols or eh.3r1:J.cters, which had come to be known as e;s,1°ly a~ th~ 

13t th c.entury in v::estern Europe, s fe,1 ee.nturias later ea.me out victorious 

in CO'fJJietition with the inconvenient Roman characters. 
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lllJGLAND 

Historical forks 

Philip <Jibbs. Bietorical AccoUAt of Compendioue and S ft Writing. 

1736. (Published in connection with a textbook on atenograplQ-.) 

J. B. Lewie. An llistorlcal Account of the Bise and ProgreH of 

Shorthand. London 1816. 

I aac Pitmaa. H1ato17 of Shorthand. Loudon 1847. (fourth edition 1922.) 

th1as Levy. !he llistory ot Shorthand,..l ri t1q. London 1862. 

!ho .Anderson.1 History ot Shorthand.. London 1882. 

John Westbf-Gibaon. (Died 1892.) :&arl7 Shorthand S;yeten. London 1882; 

A Meaoir of Simon lordlq 8lld a large lluaber of ahorte r hiatorical works ; 

also the comprehe11aive libliogra.pq of Shorthand. London 1887. 

B'U&b I . Innes and ieorge C. Maree began in t.hei American pu.blicatloa 

•the tion.al Stenographer• 1892-1893 all ambitious wo~k on the hi1to17 

ot lngl.18h shorthand, bo.t completed 1 t no farther than. J. es ton. 

Be11dee these, sneral thon ot eyate•, among them 11.ieha Colee 1614 

8Dd John jngell 1"158 have left accOUJ1ta or earlier •yateme 1n the 

introdu.ction to their textbook8. 

Amonc the prominent Inglish reaearoh workere otherwise in the field 

0£ etenogr ph7 and publishers of separa te "biographies of s.uthor1 of 

atenogra.phy the following Bhould be D.&lled: Alward Pocknell (died 1911), 

J. lglington 1le7, .Alex. 'l'remaine Wright and William J. Ca:rltou.2 

1 deraon was a etronc adTocate of the cureiTe principle and had alao 
worked out aa outline tor a curaiTe ~ieh ate11ograph7. Jn hench he 
alao published •L•art d'abreger en ecriture ordi:ae.ire et &Tee la ma.chine 
a ecrire.• Pari~ 1891. 

2 Mr. Carlton'• stenographic library includes over 4,000 Tolumee. 
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:Bright 

1688 

~1hen after the universal reaction in most dominions during the 

Middle Ages, a new age 'began to dawn, England became the pioneer countr,J 

in political as well as religious and. literary aspects; and it ts here that 

the art of steno&ra.p~ also first awakened to a new life. More the.n anything 

else it was the Reformation and the increased interest in religious questions, 

which worked toward thi'II result. 1'-nowledge of the new doctrine was sp:read. 

b;v lectures and sermons, and the i;lems.nd ·.fox• a script, which eoul~ be written 

faster -than the o:rd.ina.ry one and by means ot which notes could be taken, 

ma.de its elf known. :tt Wtl),S also a colll!!:1on :pr~:ctice ( at executions tor poli tic.sl 

crimes) to record and later print the la.s.t words of tbe condemned with the 

permission of the authorities. 

TrGt.vellers from other ~ountri,es, who visited England. 1.n the beginning 

and m1.dd.le of the l 71 th century I have also expressed their astonishment 

over the gei;u,:ir~.l use of ahol.'t'hand in that country. 3 That thhl we,s really 

the case, is best evide.nced by the large nu.mbe:r of textboo.ks of En€;11sh 

Btenography--most of them in J!3a.1V editions--whieh. were publi.shed a.t that 

time. First 1n line amoug a.ll these authors of sy-s:tem$ we :ti.nd. Timothy Brigbt. 

Timothy Bright was born about 1550 and received his 11:Sachelo:t' of Arts" 

degree as early as 1568, whereupon he began his study of medt.cine partly 

at Cambridge a;ad pa.rtly a.broad, presumably in Paris wb~re he narrowly 

escaped being a victim 0£ the night of St. Bartholomew's massacre in 1572. 

3 Hartlieb (who Bt,s for a. time secreta:ry to O romwell), Comenius, 
Harsd'.orfer etc. 
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A!ter returning to his native land, he continued hie studies in 

medicine and wa.s graduated. as a doctor of medlc1ne in 1579, and in 1585 he 

bee e a pbpiciall at the t d St. Bartholomew'• hospital 1n London. 

Kxten.sive work as a writer on medical ana religioU11 subjects, e.s well 

as a growing intereat in the art of ahorthand wr1t1n.g, seems, however 

to h :Ye cauae4 hi to neglect his ordinary work as a pqaician. As 

early as 158'1 he had & diaacreeabl• aeounter with the Coll ege ot Phyaiciau, 

ano. after repe ted warnings from the management of the hospital he waa 

fina.117 diamiaaed in. 15'91. 

Tba.t :Bright did not d.note h1maelf &xclueiTely to medical work 1a 

beet 1nd1ea.ted b7 the tact that 1n 1589 he published an abridged editioa 

of lox.ta thick 'Boole of' Kartyrstt and also that in 1590 he receiTed an. 

appointment as aaaiatant pattor of Christ Clmreh in London. About a · 

onth before he wa.s diall11sed from hie position in the hoapttal, he had 

been named rector at Metbl.97 in Yorlmhire, a.nd t.hua bad his pl a ce of 

Tetrea.t clearly in mind.-tbanka pro-be.bl7 to powerful protectors-and 

could l ve St. Bartholomn1 1 l!ospital with composure. 

It w not long, howeTer, before ki.ght, eTen 1n llethley, waa be1et 

by difficultie. !he members of the congregation complained that he 

spent most of hie time practicing medicine and poorly disc rged hie 

pastoral duties and also a.ocused him. of certain irregalarities 1n eolleet1n.g 

hb 1 t1the1 • :A.t ct co ditiou beca.11& eo intolerable, that Bright 

1n 1594 •oo.ght another vacant pastorate ne b7. :&it eTen here he wa1 

co tima.lly eubjeetec to hhtl aec,.1eat1on.s of hie former parteh1onere, 

d peace and quiet firl!t caae to him in hla declining days, when he 

bad moved to hh brother in Shr abul7, where 1t 1e belieTed that hil 

Ticissitudinoua lite 8llded in 1615.4 

4 lillia.m J. Carlton. !himote Bright, Doctor f Pbiaicke. London 1911. 



Among :Bright's ~ medical works, hie •Treatise of Mel chol711 

published in 1586, 11 ot special historical interest, beeauee eo 3nglieh 

and Geraa.n 1nveet1g tore Te regarded it as the bash tor Sba.kesp •e 

aterl7 interpretai1one of sick souls-- aSSU11!pt1on for who e 

Talid1t7, ho~er, no real evidence a een preeented. 

!:etore :lright pu.bliahed hie "T-reatiae of Mel eholy1 he aJ.re dy 

begun to OCCUW' hiuelf with stenography. A lett er 1 found among the 

rgb.ley p pera 1n the !ritian seum from Bright' old instru.otor at 

Cambrid&•, Skinner, to Lord Ba.rghlq's pr1Yate secret , which requests 

that Bright recommended to the young llobert Cecll--later first Marqui1 

of Sa11abury-whom he hop d to instruct ia his n.ewly di covered shorthand. 

!he letter was discovered in 1824 

and • recovered 1.n 1884 by estby-(Jibaon. '?o the letter was ppended a 

cop;y of Paul's letter t _o Titus in stenography, written by Bright himself; 

d here is t hus foUlld the first trace t ,t ii kno to exis t of 

ieh shorthand. 

The old et form of Bright's shorthand (1586) differe a gr.eat deal 

from the yste publiehecl ter.6 To a gr t extent thb i eJ. o a 

word ecript, but with d1tfere11.t symbols from th fiu.a.lly co leted eygtem, 

and tor the indication of umsual words Bright devised a. lpbabet, 

whose s7111bols noted initi s or letters. Ae fr a.re 

concerned it w entirely a letter script. en in the first alpha.bet 

he used loop•, together w1 th etrai~t strokes in d1ff rent posi tiona 

in great prof'u.sioA. 

5 !he prollliaent collector and investigator, whose "History of Stenograp~• 
w , untortuaately, neTer completed. 

6 
Accord.111& to Dewboheit in •der Deutsche Stenogra.ph1 1924, p.136, it 

a the German reaearch~r .lriedl'ich who first pointed this out, but 
earl7 as 1911 the •ngliehaaD. Carlton in his monumental work on :Bright 
disclose& this fact. W. J. Carlton. Thiaote Bright. London 1911. p. 65. 
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Bright it se shad no ide~ of how mo.ch value theae loops co d 

an of joining, or what a great step fo~ his though -

perha.p in ceptional. se --of re ort1ng to the 1nd1c~tion of lett re 

inste of words, could m-.tan, since for unkno-r.i :r-e so e he d p · rted tro• 

bot of these good 1de when he published hi textbook two ye re 1 ter. 

Whet 91' t • Sk1nn r letter brought !right th o portunity lo interest 

y o Cecil 1n his ahorth or not, e do not know, 1ru.t it i · prob bl• 

t t it as due to the influeuoe of the Oeoil f il7 t t Bright, betor 

he publi hed hi~ book, received from Queen El1~abetb the roy privilege 

for the syste •ith the oomp ing • tent• v id for ti~te"11 •• 

Four c ie of Bright•s textbook are known to exist: on 111 the 

B dle .. Ltbr ry 1n 0:zford, which as tor a. long time thoucht to bo the 

only- one, and of which a very unaatisf ctory reprint of 100 copies was 

publishe in 1888 b7 the Reporters Jou in London; n in P l,ib 

C bridge: au which formerly- belon,;ed to a.min bury 1th the 

l of Cradord; a.nd one •hich " s e:old t nction. 1n L Dd('ln to Lord 

idd.leto for about 1400 cro a during the B\U?llilel" of 926. 

en Bright in tho year 1588 made public his system in its tlnal 

fora, e gaT it the Ch.e.ra.cterte (symb l ), an define thi• 

f'urther ill the title p e t'ollowB, cteT1 > An Art o short , 

s 1fte aeerete wr1tlng by r acter.• 

Th ord aecret rov ls that right had knowledge oft e f irly 

preT lent •secret writing• of thia t1me (cryptography or ate 

7 The rl1eet beet kno work in this field a re those of Johannes 
Trit em1us { ro11 1500 in handwritten copies, first printed 1n. 1609) 
and of the ltaliaA Porta (1563). 
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which seem to ha.ve influenced his work; and ths.t he knew an oient 

Bo ahort d system had existed, is pl inly evidn.t t-ro his 1 ded1 t1on.1 

to een IJ.1 beth, where ba epeaka of this 1Cicero•,w lost di cov ry, 

t nothing pt"eVent his on script tram 

uing up to this except 1 Ber JNt1• a pendaaion and Cicero• a 

lr1&}:lt' ahort ia, like the 'Uran! , a ord. script , le u 

eta tor the wo signs 

alp bet trom the letters of the ordi 

altogether i n.de 

alphabet, whoae a bola 

e e symbola, ch remind one of th Acropolis eye. t 

as the first of the two Un syateaa origi ted in ~u.d, c<>P.sist 

s1m1 ly- of the pe,.,..,,.inn'loular straight line wt th dit'ferent ppendtce 

the upper end. 
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!he straight ending -stroke&, whieb of themselves denote only 

beginnins letters, c&_n be ~.ltered l)y means of appendices a.t the lower 

end, so that one can derive 12 sepa;rate wox-d.signs :fl'"om each one of the 

i.e. a total of 216 eymbols. thus a. systematic a.p:plica.tion of the so-

called st·migbt line prtnc.iple which we s-he,ll find again in some of the 

leter stenographic systems. 

But 216 symbols iUd not reach .fa:r, and to turtb.er inerease the 

number liright use.¢ the stxsaigbt l:tnes •ot only :pe'tpendieul8~rly mt also 

horiMntally ·.~ leaning in dJJ'f&'feat :diteetions. 
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ln this wey llri~t obtained 538 wordsigns, ba.t naturally this was 

not .Jluffici.ent ei th.er. rha R<,nwx:i. shorthand eont~ined lc,000 notes. 

lie then hit upon, the original id.ea of creating more wo-:rdsii!?,1l:S for words 

ui th his own initial prefixed.. It one, for exB..mple, wished to urite the 

vmrd hymn, which was not found among th~ 53B I one would wri ta the wordsign 

i'or sing ni'th the sign for h in front o:t' it etc. Thus hymn~ h sing,-

e,chO: e, grief I divine= d tlod, apple ~ a fl"!.lit, pear ~ p fruit, wonder :i:: 

rl' mr,,1,vel, might = m Ca.ll1 perils ~ p d...~e:rs, etc. 8 

one uses in it.s phiee a \Vora. of opposi ta meaning, but the beginning letter 

Ti:la;t one could in rapid writing think sufficiently fa,$\ of suitable 

Bright included a long list of English words ar:nmged fo~ this pu.I"pose 

in suitable groups, which were to be memorized. 

lllven the readability su.i'f ered f'rom this method of word 0·11ilding, 

just as r1ell denote snipe, sparitow, stork or swallow etc. 

indepen<.lent of the syst6:m aa ~ whole; a.md the :period was used to eignify 

cert1:.d . .n. gramm.c1.tical forms. So, for e1tc~mple, a. period after ~ word denoted 

plur0,l, s period in frol'lt of a word a ,rerb in. the pa.st tense, a. period 

8 E. Poc!mell. 'i'hi!t,othy Bright. London 1884. 
ot the International Shorthand Congress 1887. 

i'Iestby-Gibeon. ?:ra.nmactions 
P• ?5 tr. 
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Ul'lder &, woi.,d. e. pause in the :.t"e.ading--the o!!.ly mo.1-lt of distinction to 

be found.. 'The w-ord.s be, his, she, her h,cl.d the srune basic aymbol and 

t1ere distinguished :from each other by means of' periods pnt in different 

pl":!.oas. •crossing"' of a symbol indicated. a negative etc. 

Another peculiarity was tbe.t ll'ight'' s script, like the Chinese, 

u,~~s rir:1 tten in row from above dow.t'lf.ra.rds. 

On page 70 th.ere ie &. piece of fine writi.ng in Bright lho:rthand, 

whicl1 if it is c.:,mpared word fo.r WO:rd wt t,h both o:t the accompanying 

texts in ordina.q s.crtpt,, ~vea a ver<J clear picture of the manner and 

difficulties of' this system. !fha specimen ls obtainea.9 from: an a.llr.im 

preserved iu the British tJuseum wllieb a :,,'O'Ollg li!nglish: lacy, Jane See,ger, 

presented as a nei:r yeo,r1 s gift to Clue en Jlli ea.beth. in the year 1589, flD.d 

contains tbe ten sibyll propbecies in. eo.."Dplete Jright1an senpt, every 

p!!,b"9 r:r1th f'ive rmvs written f'rom a'bove dowmra.rd.s. 

fhe eri t1eisrns of early ~uthors in regard. to .l3rigbt• s s)rstem ware 

very severe. John l;J'illis ~; •it req;tti;rEid such understanding and. 

memory, that fe"J'J of the ord.inaey- sort of people could o.tt.ain t.o the 

knovrledge. thereof.•· !he historical writers Gibbs fal.nd. l.ewi.s have expressed 

tbamsel ves i.n e simil,':l.r tone, .even sharper,, .m!.d their jndgulenta ht"tve been. 

rep.ee.tad without reservation by several authors of reo·ent t!~s. 

flithout a doubt ir1gh:t,Js C&"'tracterle leave mu.eh to be desired. but 

we r.'"rui,rG not forget ·thi;,i.t thls was a. first effort ulthout the suriport ot 

B~ experiences fi-om other systems. 

That be ehose to ere.at~ a. word script, was a.ccOJ"di~ to our modern 

eoncer9tious a mistake, bu. t sinca this was the ease, his script mufft be 



~ r .. 
't.' 

f 
..I 

,, 

J.... 
Ji e 

../1 rf 
, I 

~ 

translation with transposed worde 
euch a the:, appe r in the etenogr phio ten: 

L see thus in great b moat• holy grace 
l haTe eit up d tbeace Y all these eib(yl) were. 
lhat ,hey tort declared, or aa.w, we ee and he , 
Alld p benefit reap by all their prophecy. 
Would God I were a a1b(yl) to d God 
In. wort -:r T •1n& your lading h bliaa: 
'.rhen onl:, I should e char ctereaa 
or that which worlds Tith w marwell m c begin d. 
Bu.t what a ecarce I tow deaire then w you e.re auch 
Ot whoa• perfections eome n can write too mucht 

~anslat1on in ordina%7 script: 

Lo thus in bre1fe most sacred Maiestye 
l ha.ue ee,t 4.on.e whence all ,bet• e1hlla Wl!!llllZ9: 

What the7 tore\ol4, or ,aw, n IN, and he 
.Aa proteti nape '7 all their propheq. 
Would God l nar• a Sibell lo dlTiu 
lJL wonll;r Teane ycN.r laatbc happ,ua: 
!hen only- I sho1114 H ou.ra°'•J'9•• 
ot that, which worl4• with wo,mur aipt detyu. 
Jut what Med I to wi•h, when. J'OU are mch, 
Ot whose perfection• aom can ~ite to ma.ch • 

~ 1 age o t Jane 8 eager• ! o o k of S 1 b r 1 • 

From the original script ln the British Museum, 
according to Oarlton.'• ~mote Bright•. :la.ch one 
of the perpendioular ~owa in ~he 1lluatrat1on. corresponds 
to 'bwo lines of the tran:tlatton. 



juctgecl 1,?,Ccordingly. lf he had f ollcwad the thought re.r~ .. led in his 

Hi5 ordel~ly constructed h"tSic nymbols, and their ~,.:tensive use in the 

Ai:wther fa.ct to be co!l$ic1ered is that :Bright's system ene year 

iC:fter publie{;.tion proved that 1·t could be uned to record speech O.i)lh·ered 

Iu hl:c.i,,~m.ss11• s ti(k,,tZi.logue of Jiinglish printed llcokesi1 .from 15951 e.. booklet 

p:i.·inteo. in. 1589 is mentioned. whie-h c::.insisted oi' a report 1Jir-i tton in 

.shcL"thand {recorded by mec:!>ns of ·'.Jha:re:'..Cte:::ie) of cne of ~gerton.1 s $er.J1ons.lO 

The:r~ are ll.1.1 copies -of this booklet to be :foun,J., but in 1908 the 

improv,)d by the author--. n Egerton thiJ.S uas not satiafied with th,e 

10 Thimote 13.ritnt. P• 98 ff. 

11 Volwne JJl .. P• 75 t£. 
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tr::;:c~efor0 !}J1onscred t:, ne-,:1 one h:hr1self ,.isbe; r1 bt:;tter- ctenot:r;3:.1Jv_.l'• 

h the introduetfon to the n,e,,·, {;,H tion he ~trMz,s::: th,~ 6rE,,-'>.t iE}(.F,'k:.nee of 

0tl?n1):2rt:11h;r in reeording serHl)U.S, tirul !'ee:-1:ri~ 'l!.uch a us(, a3 n,)t l:,;,ing 

,:.;,:ro:1.;;; '.from e religi0?1s atat-il.point. •nth the 21.11?9C>i.1tion th~t thD ·teehtt.J.oal 

\'10l':k rloe--:1 not disturb the d.evctiona1 atti tutlen. He t'td.vis~a ~.gain,:i.t 

rn1bH~hing such reports in l)rint. and believes it is sufficient that 

co(:i~c b~ dis4;ribltted st::i.ong r~b.tives ~,nd friends. 

Severu of '.fienl'):r Smith's reno-:.ned sermons are 'ti1 be fou.nd, 9;11d it 

1 s m~reasl;r st.g,ted that the~r were ntaken b;.,r Ch,'\racterle"; ,~nd. thua 

11t'l h;~;v-a these 1,"U'blic~tion~ lxtsed. on s:tenogrr1:,)bie Npt)'X-ts which a::n:;;19:1,::."ed 

e.::; a l1ci.ter adi tion by Smith himself'.. '?h:ts affords an exi:ellent oi·lpo:rti.ud. tT 

'r.o eor.J::x~.re the two toxta, sich reveals th~t !ri(lht' s ~ye.ten.1 d.01:rpite 

it.a i"'1u1.tr;1 nevertheless m,.:lrtle it possibl~ to follO'i"'Y ~. !)Jpealrer with 

in the me1tmtime Smi.th .,..nd P~erton wr::ra :.u:it the t)nly Ptwi k:.n. r:rreoher11 

r;ho,M;? sem:,ns were t~1{en d€W!n bt w1ans a£ gtenogr~,pby. M,~n;r othcn.· :p:t"oof's 

r~r1:-: to be f aund tM.t ~right•~ Ch?.!\1eterte 't•ere wldelr- used. arCAmd 1600 

fo.r. th3 pr.tr-pose- of.' l'aeord.ing sermons ood d1eemtrses. 

:W:t the $?'0atat3t fame has. con1e to the f's.the?' rJf ~lish !:!'tcnot,Tafq 

in oon.~eetion with the gre8t Shakegpaare. 



.Shakespeare and Stenogre.phy 
. ' 

lt uu the J'ille 1n the time 0£ Shakespeare that. authors of drama 

sold th01r works to some theatrical. association. There were no jud.ictal 

determirw,tion1 in regard to the right of lit.era.ry ownership, but the 

practice we.s tb.a.t the author, after selling his drama, thereupon ·surrendered 

the ri.gbt to sell it again to another company or to a book publisher. 

The dramas were to the authors whollf a. meallS of making a living, and 
f 

no one thought of preserving his name nor hi11 works far posterity-. When 

the e;oods w•re sold, they were sold, and were no longer of interest. 

It thus behooved the theater \toUpe to guard its own right of 

ownership. fo- begin -.11th, it seems that no one. had 8.nJ' idea t-hat these 

dramas oould he uread ff, bllt the public cs.me gradually to show an interest 

1n this, and enterpr1.sing publishers hit upon the idea of publishing 

then1 in print. ~is could happen, in tbat a copy was purchased fl'olil 

another theater eompa.w, that a.eto:rs were persuaded to sell their nspec\lTe 

0p~rts"., or that stenographers w·ex-e emplo;vie4, without the eousent of the 

pa,r:ties concerned, t-o ob'ta1n th• text d.ur1ng the performance ot the plq. 

~ first method seems to heve been ued o:al.7 in except.ional 

eases 1rJhen it involved a. pie-ce wh1~ n.o longer had any Talue to its 

·possessors. In this wq 11!1tua Audron1cus8 , which was played in London 

in 1594 when tb.e & reat Plague broke out and all theaters ,;aere closed, 

iJae sold in an ht.nest manner bJr the t.rou.pe 1 taelf •12 

12 The only copy of the first edition of" t~is drama tchat is known to 
e:rlst, siaB found at~ly enough in .Sl&ne in Sweden a few yaars ago, 
and was sold in the u. s. tor 36.,000 crowns. (Schuck. Shakespeare 
OO'ld his f ima. Stockholm 1916. P• 254} 
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It is hardly possible either, that it was worth while to try to 

acquire the parts of the separate players, for thi~ would have ~equired 

that all of the players were willing to become involved. in such a. 

Th-e most .Q:atural w;:q fo:r: a :rm.blisher to obtain a copy e~me thu.s 

to be to use stenographers, who recol"ded the en.tire play during the 

performance. 

Shakespeare did nothing to get his dramas printed, and most of 

those published. in his lifetime--the quartos--were doubtless 'brought 

out by means of these 8 tb:i:ef sten.og:ra.phers•.. German. researeh workers 

have al.so found strong proof that the stenographic system.used wa.s 

E:r1ght1a. 

It is not only the ••fanatic* stenographers who believe in these 

"thief steaographers".. f'he great Shakeapearean authorit7, Georg irandes 

in h1s .,impressive work, when he deser1\es the Globe theater, says: 

• ... -~finally there sat there the wtcked stenographers sent there 'by 

publishers, who under the diaga.ise of beittg ordinary reviewers, .secretly 

recorded the dialoe,ue: these men, who were a pest to the actors and as 

a rule a worr:, to the authors, we probabl.7 mo.et thank tor the fa.ct 
) . 

that these dramas were saved for posterity. u13 .And our own. Schuck aqs: 

•the commonest way :ln _wlucll the uncontestably stolen copiea wer.e 

obtaiaed, were throu.gll stenographers .. tt kd in an.other place:: 1 th.at 

such stenographic copies of :plays were ver;r common is attested. to 

by the authors of tlle dramas themselves•.14 

13 Gear!$ l3r~,ndes.. Willia.m Shakespeare. Jtaris, .Leipzig 1896. P• 140. 

14 Iaenrik. ~ehu.ck.. $h.13kespeal'e a.nd his !ime. Stockholm 1916. pp. 250 and 251. 
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t thia question should be of especially great inter. at to 

stenographers 1a, natural. As early a.a 1897, Ourt Dewieche1t15 

declared, t ta oug Shakespea.re•e drama• published before 1623, i.e. 

th quarto publicationa, there were so-called atolen preu copi s, 

of stenograph;r, 

d tha_t 1 t ie presumable that Bright' s system w a used for thill purpose. 

ter research, and thia aleo carri,ed oat by Germana, hae revealed 

further proot on the accu.rac7 of tht. ata.teaen.t, and eapeciall;r haa 

~ 

Ila% 1 rater, professor at the University of Leipzig, together with 

the cholara influenced by him, Jlried.rich, Schottner and Ire r, after 

det led inveatigationa of eo e of Shakeapeare1e quarto and folio 

blicationa, arrived at results, which point very stroncl7 in the 

direction that the stenographic a711tn used w Bright's Cha.racterie.16 

Senn ..,. ra attar the death of Sbakeapeare, two ma_, Bemings and 

Condell, for ;res.re hie theatrical comrades, decided 1 1n oTd.er to 

ep alive the or, of sueh a worthy friend and comrade aa S espe e 

wae whe he lived•, to blish an edition in folio form, containing all 

hie • Hemncs had for a long ti directed. the econom;r of theater 

troupes and pre bl:, aaved theee •regissore.xemplar•, and in. all 

p bilit7 these copies b,ave been the basis for the greater part of the 

folio edition. Jh,en & auperfici stud.1' of the different editions 

vea evidence that the text in the quarto edition was in most ea 

recorded. by et nogr p era, which era either too poorl:, trained. or 

otherwise ueed le•• effee\ive ete,D01!::re.phic system. Going thr 

thee one finds namely how the text in every scene hae been correctly 

15 Curt Dewiaeheit. Shakeape e und die .Anfange der engliachen. 
SteD.Ographie. :Berlin 1897. p.2. 

16 P. :Jriedrich. Studium uber engliachen Stenographie i Zeit ter 
8 akespea.rea. Leipzig 1914. 
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t n do for the first Terses, bu.t then a couple of T9ren are 

kippe, ten t more line• Ye been recorded with the ea.me result, 

th next lost tc • when one comes to the end. of a quotation 

.fi it, too, uneo let , in order t :t th• reply following oould 

1nclud 1c o.f these r port• th n 1• that in the beginning it 

b correctly recorded .-erse Yerse, whi.le the continuation has either 

been o tted or only t e thought include •17 

One mif;bt auppoae that thne reporters simply used. the short eel 

ord.inal"y script. But protesaor 1orater' • three a.boTe mentioned 

aucc aore have, after especi 17 cloae e 1nat1on of each drama, 

collected all differences bet een the two ed-1t1ona, and haTe clurl7 

d pWnly eho t the d.1n1m.1lar-1t1ea ot only 1nT01Ted omiaBiona, 

t a.lao co:uiated of deriationa, wblch in oat caau 111'11.8t be 

considered a.a being dne to the faults of atenogr phie •TBtem.. In 

dred o~ ca.aes auch changes oeeur in. word:a n.ext to 011e another au.ch 

a.pp 1D B right'• ayat 18 One can suppose, ot course, that the 

pl 81'era the elTea insert.ed. word.a and phraaea of similar meaning for 

the words contained in the text, or that such alter tiona •remade 

wi t h shortened ordinary acr1pt, wt the large a.umber of these derlat1ona 

beap a strongly that a etenography w used where uch ezchangeeof 

ord w ire an established fixture of the syat 

Bright had, as e have seen, also uaed the ethod ot traneto ing the 

17 Schiick. Shakespeare and his 1 e. p. 257 tt. 

18 Si lar resea.rche1 have been made, altholl&h not eo exhauetiv, by the 
Ge Pape for llich&rd III ( the :tint reaearch of its kind) d the 
Englis n. Price and Hubbard for 'Henry T and "Hamlet•. 
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v,ords in his list of eontra.etioaa to \liose of opposi ta meaning in order to 

increa,se the nun1ber of word.signs. When one finds ·1n these dramas then, 

for ex;JJ.[q,le, night iuste&1,d of day, ~ instead of love., virtue instead ot 

vice etc., it is difficult to find any other reasoneble expl~~tion for 

this 1 them that the recording uas done by a stenographer who used 

!right.• s system, who in his haste had forgot ten the small iru:l.epeud.ent 

le·~ter symbols which denoted the alteration of tha word. 

11he German it1vestig2,tors have also mad.a another discovery which 

l'siVes u.s add.Gd proof' that :Br.ight1 s system was used. 'fhey have na.mely 

tr::cnscribed such words, whose differences in the two editions 02..u not 

be explo.ined in sm,.y other way, to Bright's stenography, a.nd have then 

found th2t just th-ese word signs for the different. words have f'requentl7 

been very much alike, and have thus :found tha explanation for the errors. 

Friedrich in his examination o-f "The Merry Wives of tHndsor" 

&,lso pointj out that the number of words used is RTilch. less in the 

quarto edition than in the ~olio edition, and that it is just the more 

urr0Bw1l words which are not found in Bright's ,1ord list, whieh are 

lacking in the first edition. Here is thlis an.other proof that it was 

not a quesUon of · ordinary script, where there c01ud be no reA.son for 

omitting these unusual words, but wbieb on the other hand, because of 

their unusualness, should have made a deeper impression upon the listener. 

Auother peculiarity of the Bri~t system was the profuse use of the 

pe:ciod for different gr2mm,':!.tieal indiea.tionl:l. Jf :-;uc~ a period v1as 

omitted i:u hf,,rite or overlooked in trans·cription.. the plural could 

become singular, tense changed, he, his, she, and her become alike etc.--

all of them errors found in the quarto ea1tion. 

:Wina.lly the Englishman :Price has pointed out that the same errors 
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hich occur 1n he espearean q o edition. e also found in 

the sermons oft t time t en down by means o! Jright ' Char ct r1 •19 

!heae error• e fewer here t in the Shakespe ee.n dr a , which 

conditic sits natur expl tion i n the f act t t the r ate of 

mu t ve been ltogeth r cllfferen, from that in the theater, 

er 1 :uchter d applause etc . , occur as disturbing fa.ctora , d that 

rigbt 1n i ldill8 his wordsigJi collect i on, did 110 with epeoi reference 

to religious terminology, while, on the other d, the number of word.a 

used hakespe ha never been equal led. 

!he 1m11 1 ties bet e the errors 1n the quarto edi t1on and tha 

stenogr ph1c system holds true only for Bright ' s Char cterie, and ther e 

c be no question of e.rq other stenographic a7stem, since moat of 

the Shakespe ean quarto editions were published when Bright •, system 

was the onl7 one to be found. 

ese •thief atenogr phera• did not 1eea t.o capabl e of record.inc 

th Sha.keapeare dialogue Yerbally, aad their transcriptions othenrise 

lea: e DUCh to be deeired; ba.t it 11 true for a certa1nt1 that i t w 11 

thanks to Bright ' s s7 tem that q of thee e o edi tion• exist; 

th1 1s ufficlen.t to eeta"bli.sh that thia earli et of In 11 h 

hort , beyond lts puroly tenogr phic 1 ort ce, 

so po sesse enduring eultura.l d hi torlc Yalue. 

19 Price. A huitfull S nnon etc . Part of the i'ifth Chapter of 
t 1irst Jpistle of St . Paul to the !he• aloniana by Henrie Smi t h . 
Balle 1922. P • U. 
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Peter l3alea uas born in I...ondon in 154? and died there probably. 

i~ 1610 (five years before Bri&;ht). lie is ~aid to nave studied 

r:.100.icine ~t Oxford in hi$ youth, but be:tore long he a:£)peared. in 

Lcmiio:n as a professional pelll1lan and an ezpert on aseeret writing". 

,:..a such ha became widely knoffll and re$pected and was f'1nal17 a.tta.cl1ed 

to the king•s court. Sil" If'raoois t7alshingha.1n engaged iales exten1dvely 

rwt o.nly to decipher and· copy ths ttseA:ret a eorresponienee.; bu.t ttl.so 

for more o'I: less :toul purpoeas to imitate the styles of writing 

in 1~ce.pturedu letters.20 Balest testimony weighed. heavily upon the 

disccrvei-y of Bc:',bington1 s conipir~..ey- to murder Qu.een lillizabeth and 

il2.17 f3tuart. 1 s kilo,;;iledge thereof, ·ana. also at other proceedings of 

great consequence. 

·1u the literature of stenography one o~tan finds the assertion 

that :Bales as ea.rly as 1574, tm.ts before Bright, originated a syster;i 

of e·l;enogx·aphy. T his has been thought to be true because of a.u 

accou:a.t in an old ]h~ish ehronicle, Bl ,;;here it is related hm1 :Bales in 

·th.2.t ·:/eo.r gave Q,u.eeu. Eliza.bath a ring the size of a silver C<>in containing 

in ;11inia'ture hand:writi.n.~ the Lord!s Prayer, The C onfession of Faith, 

1' he Ten Oomganduients, a Latin pl"ayer of "",ie0n Elizabeth, another such for 

hiE,self, e.nd f'inally .Bales1 motto riomne bonum, Dei bonumn. It was 

natural, of eoul."se, to draw the conclusion th.1tt all this mu.st have been 

t1ritten in sb.orth~"'l.d in order to :fin.a. room; but ,:hen the same chronicle 

::1entions that the <r11een, who und.oubtedl;r "'#'...S unable to Tirite sho1·the.nd, 

20 Dictionary of N,~tional Biography. Volume III. P. 43. 

21 B.2,phaal Holinshed. Chronicles 1587 •. 
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At tl1e Glose of the yestr l.590 Bf;,les ::;;ublishE-".d his "Writing 

Sch::iolemaeterit ( a second edition in 1597), which is very generally 

mentioned in works on tAe histo:I'}- of st.enogr&phy, despite the fact 

tret the Bales scdJit eonsi$ts mainly of ordiftary letters ?.Jld does not 

deserve to be called. shorth~.nd. 

IU:lsha Coles (1674}, England's first historian of stsn.ogrB..ph_v, in 

his ch:c:.rts of the e3,rly English system, has, so far as B2~las is concerned., 

merely listed the letters of the crdin.'U'y' al:phBbat, an;d John ~-rom 

rel..:1.tes in his f groous jo-ul'lla.122 ths.t he bought Peter ~lcs f book,-

bit tha,t it contained. nothing more than •shortened ordinary- scripttt. 

i'hat iales himself believed that he had orlgina.ted a re2.l 

shorthand is indicated by his title page, where he saysi "Writing 

Sehcolea,'.1ster-, eo:ntaining three books in one; the :first shorth'2.Wl1 the 

seeon-0_ eor:reet t?riting, the third fine writing. '!he first book called the 

a.rt of bTG£hygraphy, that is to be able to write 13.s fast as one c,-.m talk 

;3,t a. :1o<lere,te speed with only one letter for each word---- .1t 

'x11is llales lh-achygrapby !s, so to speeJ,;:1 nothing but Bright• s 

Cho-1.r,icterie trcmsposed into ordinary script. Like Bright, Bales has 

~lft1~1t to construct a ~o:rd script, but his b1sie sig:ffl are not ne-.v 

a.nd original s;y"l!'.!bola 1 but simply the respective beginning letters in 

ordin0.ry script. !bat Dales was familiar with Jright•s system j;s 

revealed not only beea.use be speaks in hi.s textboolc of t:,,,ltmted. J3rigb.t. 

who set up symbol$ to represent •the ideas o,f the minl• but .n.!Go becense 

22 
The PJri.vate J°OWtna.l and Literary Bemsin, of John Ity.-om Published. 
by tbe Ohetbam Society. 1358. fol.uine Xllll. p. 2'i'1. 
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he borrowed Bright's word lists for his own book.23 

The only thing that justifies one to speak of anything ••stenographic" 

in 13ales1 brachygrapby is that in order to differentiate his wordsigns., 

he used dqts and accent marks which are inse~ted at various places 
' 

around the respective initials. There are those who have sought to 

include this a.s a 11 code script11 ; but since the initial of each word 

is written., it is impossible to regard it as such. 

On the first of January 1600., :Bales published his system in a. new 

f'orm under the title: 11A New-yea.res gift for England. The Art of new 

Braehygraphie. •· 

The third edition differs substantially from the two f'ormer ones 

and even the appended signs have been supplanted by ordinary initials, 

whereupon Bales• script has thus become, through simple elimination., 

purely a. shortened ordinary script. Of this new 1 Brachygraphie 11 only 

one copy is known to exist., which is preserved in the :Bibliotheque 

Nationale in Paris.24 

Bales permits the individual great freedom in deciding how drastic 

his abbreviations shall be., and in the introduction to his book we 

find a few examples of such variety. 

For example, The feare of the Lord is the beginning of wisedom 
!h f e of th L is th beg of wisd 

Or abbreviated 
more severely: 

Th f o t L i t beg o wis 

The main part of Be.les' book consists of a table includ.ing around 

23 A. f. ti right. Peter :Bales »ra.ch3'gra.phie.. Reprinted from the 
Phonographic Magazine and National Shorthaml Reporter. 1924. 

Z4 ln very small catheeism form, including 118 unnumbered pages. 
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6,000 word contractions, of which a dozen ~re included in the list 

following. 

It; is of interest, especially wihen one recrJ,lls hm11 meagerly nearly 

all of the other English systems make use of vowels, how Bales seems 

to be fond of them, and often ends his contractions nith a vowel. 

A ielection from the Collection of Contractions 

nay na narow 
naked nak nation 
ooile na.l natiue 
name na nature 
nape nap nauie (navy) 
napkin nap k naught 

nar o 
nati 
ne.ti 
nat u 
nau 
nau t 

Nothing is known as to whether :Bales• Brachygraphie, either in 

the early or later editions, was ever used as a. shorthand system e..n.d 

this is, of course, not surprising. 

:89,les li'ion. his fame as the inventor of "The Lineal Alfa.bet or 

Character of Dashes", a code script, 1;1hich he worked out in 1592 

for the English diplomatic service. The code script consists of the 

most simple dashes in different lengths, slants, and positionsi thus 

using the same three graphic aids, which in one or more forms are also 

found in most of the later stenographic systems. 

:Bales• code script writing was widely used, and met the competition 

of all similar codes for mre than half a century, which is indicated 

by the fact that King Charles I used this system in 1846--in some;;;hat 

modified form, to be sure--in correspondence with his faithful Earl 

of Glamorgan (later Marquis of Worcester), who in 1663 revised the 

system by adding symbols in three di:fferen·l; sizes. 
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Bales Secret Code Writing 
The close of a letter from Charles I to the Earl of Glamorgan.25 

,.:: 

/~' i 

John Willis 

1602 

John Willis was born about 1572. .\Cter graduation from C~b:ridge 

he became in 1601 pastor of a. congregation in London and was transferred 

in 1606 to Little .Bently in Essex,. .vhe?'.e he worked un·til his death, 

\;Jhich occurred in the year of the Q.reat Plaga.e, 1625. :Besides.his 

stenographic textbooks, Willis a.ls.o published works on secret code 

writing and mnemonics, lnt of his life otherwise, nothing 1s known. 

!he first edition. or his stenographic textbook appeared in 1602, 

buJ; disappeared during the 191th century, and 11.0t onl;r the German 

historical writers Zeb1g2o and lioser, 'but also Pittna.n have gained their 

knowledge ot Willi.s' system from. Lewis, who left a description of 

the system27 in his history, referring to the eighth edition of it. 

Lewis ba.B been quoted for posterity and critically ~ccepted in Jm.Uy 

very incorrect jttd.gments by the three authors named and. several of 

their successors. ln the 7ee.r 1884 the English investige.tor, ~estb,r-Gibson, 

25 Hans Moser. Allgemeina Geschichte der StenogrB.phie. BB!ld I .. 
Leipzig 1889. Tabell X. 

25 Zeibig also in the Panstenographikon 1869. P• 47 ff. 

21 J. H. Lewis. An Historical Account of Shorthand. London 1816. p. 49ff. 
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discovered Willis• first edition in the British Museum, and two years 

later Kieth-Falkoner identified another copy in the Bodlei~ Library 

1n Oxford, and in 1920, four copies of the first edition were discovered 

in a church library in East Prussia, from which they were delivered to the 

State and University Library Library at Xrinigsberg • 

..lt the first. ln.ternationa.l Shorthand Gongress in London in 1897, 

Eduard Pocknell gave some iuteresting accoUD.ts of this Willis original 

edition28 and in 1926 A. 'f. Wright published his biographical work on 

John and Edmond 'O'illis; 29 bat the most complete dexeription of the \'lillis 

system bas been given us the German research.er Jobnen.30 

tlillis was the first person to use the word •stenographie1t, 

(In the 61 th edition, 1623, •stenography•), a name which now, except, 

however, in English speaking countries, has been universally accepted.31 

T'.ae id.ea of tterea.tingi', so to speak, this word, which wa.s not used in the 

ancient world, (but if such had been. the mse, would have meant 11 close writing), 

Willis seems to have arrived. at because be himsel.f rega,rded that his script's 

principal value 1~ in the f'aet that by means of it one could. crowd much 

textual material into small space. T-hat he did not obtain this name from 

rur, other source is evinced by his own words when ha sa3's: "By which 

name I call this art 11 • 

The £1rst edition w~s published anonymously,-· and on the title 
WI 

page we read: lfhe Art of Stenographie, teaching by plaine and certaine 

2S Transactions of the 1:ttternational Shorthand Congress. Londoi:i 1816. p. 49 ff. 

29 A,. T. ti'right. John Willis S.. T. B. and id.mond Willis. In lOO copies 
for the V1illis-B:1rom club. 

30 Johnea. Archiv fur Stenogra.phie, 1908. p. 9 ff. 

31 !rhe Germans, however, ar~ begiJ,m1ng to us$ t'he purel:, Germen word 
•'Ku:rzschr:tft11 • 
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rules1 to the ca.pa.citie of the meanest., end. for theus.e of ell professio:na, 

the t:1~ of compendious writing: whereunto is annexed a very e~y direption 
' / 

I 
for steganogra.phie, or secret writi~.· At London, printed for Cuthbert 

,' 

:Barbie. 1602. 1a32 

·:fue fiTst edition was richer in content than SJlY cf the lm.ter ories, 

because it included a. number of obaervatioxia on theol'7, wh1eh were later 

transferred to a special work pu.blished :in 1621: mr he Schoolmaster to 

the Art of Stenography 11, which t:1a.s designed 1;o g1 ve more detai.led 

explan:ations, t.:n the form of questioas and answers between pupils and 

teacher, to the later editions o(ithe textbook. 33 

' ln these, where the system exhibits a. number of ehangG$, it is 

celled: 11'!'.b.e Art of Stenography, or Short t'Jriting by Spelling 

Cl'i,:,,.ra.cterie, by John Willis, iechelor in divinitie. 11 . 

The textbook .came out .in 14 .editions, & of them after the daa.tb. of 

t1illis. No copies of the s~cond, third, and fourth ed1t1o~s are to be 

found., but in the s•tb edition in 1617, Willis is named aa the author. 
1 . : 

Of lf'.a~ Scboo;J..;a:mter'g three editions, only one appeared during Willis' 

· 1u·etir..>e. Tt,ie la.s.t "edition of both books nere published iu 1647. 

lJUring the. yea.rs 161? and. 1621; a. certain l'tobert f,Jillis, who gave 

lectures on the system in London, took over the publishing rigbtf! to 

John Ui.llie• books .from iurbie; and it ts not improbable that this llobert 

t,·~s the son of John Uillts.34 .After Robert Hillis, who died. in 1621; the 

publishing rights went to Renrr S:eile, who for· more than 20 years aftei-

32 ':right (John Vil11.s and Edmond Willis, P• 16) raisee the question, if 
th.e upa.tent 11 for 15 7ea.rs; granted to Bright 1.J.," ~een E 11·sa.beth, aud 
which gave him a. monopoly on ~blishiag boolQJ oa 8new eymbolau, maw 
llOt ba.v-e been the rea.aon ~"b.T Willia did not. expose hi$ name. · 

33 
.A. second e4ltion or 1".f he Schoolmaster" published 1n 1628 is found 
1n the 1Jritiu Nuseum. 

34 Wright. John ~1111e S. 1!. B. and Edmo~ Willis. 
I 

p. 43. 
/. 

/ 
I 
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the death of John Hillis. con.tJnued to publish new eo.iti~s · or· his own, 

d.espi te the compet1 tion ot sucb men.. as Shel ton, Metcalfe,. Rich, end others. 

i~e first edition ot the textbook included 100 ps,ges, of which 1.6 

were taken u.p by the secret code script. In the introduction, W.illis: 

proclaims that his script shall serv~ the ~ellowlng ptU"poses :. 1) constitute 

a. .short and compact -script, 2) to make posalble speedy writing, 3) to 

serve as a seeret script, 4} adapt_ 1tsel~, to all l~es, 5) to- te....lte 

down speeches ~de in public. 

Uillis omita silent letters, does :Q.ot fndicate dou'bl:e. eonsona.nts, 

in dipthonp desifP19.tea oaly the ·1'0Wel ~ost sounded, aD.Q; expresses C 

with k or a, ph with f, and g with J when they a.re thus sounded.. Thus 

over 300 years ago, we find aver,- nea.rl7 phonetic spelling. 

t .-..• ~ .... 

~-·· 
... _ ... 

-· ......... ~ 
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I 
.,,--·; _,.., 
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.. :,--"_-.;r 
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T a char t e ra ar not intended, s in Bright ' s ystem, to 

oint out the beginning letters in word.a or ayllabl e, bu.t re 

letter aymbols. Willia ha.s thus taken the same gre t step fo rd 1 

the e olution of the t of etenogr pq tha.t took plaee 1n ordinary 

long d when 1 t be sound script . 
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lie is therefore rightly termed: •The l ather of Mod rn St nograp117"•. 

1111s calla hie cha.ra.cters •p t1cle •, d means thereb7 •p t • 

of th letters of ordina.ry longhand; but when in his t extbook, alongside 

of bis stenogr~phic aigne, a.re placed. corre ponding tin or Gre k letters 

from which the former aupposed to be deriTed., we find the deriTation 

in ost cases mu.ch •sought 11 , and h himself ad.mi t that the co.uparison 

ha en made solely a an &id to the emo17 ill l ea.ming. 

Judged from nery point of view, Willis has taken the commou t strokes 

from the large La.tin initials, end bas more or less un.eonsciously 

elected straight lines and circle •bowa' in various po itiona, bJ ~~0.1!.S 

of which his seri~t has a geo etric stamp, which H'en in our day cbar. terizee 

so JnaD.Y stenogr ph1o s7ate • 

In certain cases 1111s bas used the ordinary initial a.a a direct 

basis tor his char ctera-a , d (the Greek delta.), v, and z--bu.t these 

ordinary letters are written upright, and in this wq the system in i ti 

entire 7, despite these form.a, retains its •geoll8t.l'ic• c r cter. 

!he 1'1111s c a.cter, althou,;h in AY" cases the numerous strokes 

are unneceesaril7 long, are neverthele•s ay to write and are, above 

all, very legible. If thia had been a queatlon of a word script, there 

would be l ittle to re k; but when. it concenlll a sound or letter script, 

there arises a new requirfJ]B8D.t, which 1111 does not seem to have thought 
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of: n.g,mely, that it should be possible to joia the charr-i,eters together 

into connected word symbola--e.n.d here it failed. 

In the me~time Willis wa.s able in. certain ins tanc-es to accomplish 

i~eh,tively short word symbols, thanks to his so-called intermittent 

(broken off) vowel d.enot":ltion. !h:rou.gh this he also bacg,me the founder 

of the old geometric stenography, which was further developed &,nd sp:reacl, 

&111.ong o'~hers, by Edmond Willis, Shelton, and IUc-h and reached its zenith 

with Mason and Gurney. 

The rules for the intermittent vot1els a.re as follows: l) .At the 

beginning of words voweis, like consonants, are represented by means 

of letter symbols taken up from the alphabet, 2) at the close of words 

'by rae1:cns of dots in different p-osi tions aeeording to the dia.gr.;;;m t"ollowing, 

and 3) within words vowels are 11ot written out, bnt a.re denoted. s;nnbolically 

in that the following consonant aigns are put in the place where tha omitted 

vowel would belong according to the diagram, if it had been ~ritten.35 

Vowel; Diaga.m 
-~- ~-

~_-r.i{:,/ t {[;/ 7:-

R ~! 

fl 

Due to the differences in the form of the basic symbols this vowel 

plan requires in ma~ instances more or less deviating supplementary 

ru.les. The sixth vaeant position is used when two consonants follow 

one e.11other without a vowel bet,areen them. 

35 This «symbolical• vowel indication {now often in England designated 
nvowol-mod.e") can even be applied to.diptb.ong.1 in such a wa.y that for 
ex2.mple m + y in theX'i>osi·Uon becomes 1•:may", k+ w in the e position 
becomes llkewn etc. 
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!h 1111 ymbols occur, is seen, 1n two sizes. ln their 1 r 

fo they- re used a• beginning letters, d diminished they represent 

added s1 •, affixed or d1sJoined. 

The •attiud• added. signs, c , however, giY rise to d1ffieultiee 

in reading, q they •o eUmea merge with the b de symbols, so that 

eertain •atr kea• becom co oA for both aymbols. Moreover, further 

ru.les ppl7 for two or more syllable word , bioh in m ;r c see e so 

involved, that Willis me\bod of indicating vowels i1 not nearly •o simple 

a s it ght se m upon superficial ex.: nation. 

lord Construction 

·, "'..A, 

"''tJ"'""-....., ./I~- "'" 
Lewis and Pitman36 d other histori writers have asserted that 

ao e of illi•' consonant compound.a can be confused with certain s1 le 

che.racters--for e pl re : r + e becomes d--, but they have forgotten, 

what J'aulmami had alr pointed out, 37 th&t the uae of 1 rge ba de 

symbols and small appended c r ctere preTents this confuaion. 

•a bolic• indication of vowels, is some t reminiscent of Stolze•, 

wo d constructions. Willi• ' large charactera correspond to Stolze'• 

36 Lewis. Historical .Account. p. 51; Pit • Bi tor;y o! Short • p . 14. 

37 J'au • Bistorische Gram11atik der Steno phie . Vienna 1887. P• 46. 
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ch:'.;i.racters is an al together different one with ilillis. Ger-ta.inly he 

't~cy; desired to present the beginning of words as the most important., 

rx:.r~ f'or his:1 it w,is 0'.bsolutely necessary to lmow whether a character 

belon,6ed to tht; beginning or and of a word, otherwise the vowel :positions 

on rnth sides of the basic symbol could not be used. 

ln later edi tiona 'iiillia included a. nconi 1:ine.tion tables 'ior the 

eon;]m1c~11i com-pou.nds., uhers., however, most of the charaet-ers ho;ve been 

2:rbit:r:e.rily constructed.i and also special symbols for a 'few su:ff'ixes. 

The p111.re:,.l is expreased. by two dots above the word in the singru.a.r form. 

:Jilli~ seems also to have thought oi' the importance of frequency 

or ocettrenee of lt"ltters, singly a11d. in c:ombine.tion with each other, 

although mueh is lacking 1n. his applieaUOll of this idea. Meanwhile, 

ho rer::2rks in one place in his Sehool:m&ater:.38 "A letter should 11ave a. 

that m:..eh letters EM3 c~ be foll.owed by a consonant !'rhall have signs 

whose 1::,st stroke is suitable for joi~ng wi.th the consonant symbol 

l:n. hi~; instructions con.cerni!l€; abbreviations,, Willis differentia.tes 

I.ls a mes,ns of shortening words he -uses omission of the latter parts 

of ,"Jords .and eontractiona, lr;tt he also availa himself of the letters 

altogeth~r foreign to his system. 

38 
John Wi His. 
Chapter l. 

!he Schoolmaster to the art of Stenograp~. 
P• ~. 
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In hi ter editions , 1111s d1 ides his ord eontr ctions into 

10 oup (words o ort) where in the first aeTen grou a only t e 

1 tter a.re written. out. 

ord of Sort. 

1. L e stenographic ymbol . 

2. S l stenogr phic symbol. 

3. L e Latini tial. 

4 . l Latini tia.l. 

5 . ge so-c lled secretary 1n1tiel.. 

6. S secretary 1nit1 • 

7. So e other style (Fore mple &reek). 

8 . Two or more lett er written wit stenogr hi e igns. 

9. inning d end written with stenogT phic 11 • 

10 . Symbolic 

0 r:; A A 
moon heart congreca,t1on appo1n.t matrimony 

Mixed contractions often occur: 

forefather= steao aph1c f + ordinary t 
oney = he sign for ocn and dot in the 1-positio 

overco ; Latino plus stenographic co 

etc. 

r son ; The sign for sun snd r 1n the 1-posi tion 
co ~1•eion; stenographic c(k) with the un •Y'llbol in the t...positlon 
The suffix aion-; (sJun; sun) : s711bol for sun. 

Phr se contr ~tions consist of more or less bit r1ly e o eu 

s bols suoh a, for le, for th:: t is to q-11 , for- 11 a.s l ong •• I 
d e.l o of purely logi 1 abbreviations , where long phr se is eXC=.16"1\oL 

for a short one bavin& the s e meaning: tore e, wben the speaker aqs 

The ioneer of our Lord Jesue Chriet 8 , the steno apher writes s imply 1John1 etc. 
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1111•' • rit was limited to th t of being the t1rst to ere te 

a ste.n.ogr hie eound cript, this would have, notwithstanding what the 

eyst like i other re pects, been 8Uff1c1ent to ~e e ed h1 

r ank ong the eat aen 1n sten.ogra h7; lnt in addition to t hle he s 

give us ideas, which were adopted hie 1 edis.te successor , d ter 

b regret fro.it in mor recent •Y t•ma. 

1111e hi elf, without 8.!J.1 concept of t th future bad in store, 

b 11 ed t the ha.d a.chieved a.a 11111ch s WM possible with 1 "S 111ng 

cter1e1 , but, ou the other d, he cl.id not ove~ te its 1 r t P- ee 

e. a enuin.e short d, but e.dm1 tted th t when. 1 t was a case of fol lowing 

a r api d speaker there w s aoth1ug else to do bu.t t o leeve g ps and write 

do only the most eaeentia.1 1 • 

t f 1111s • system w s very widely spr ead in England during the 

first decades of the 111th century, 1s indicated by the fact t hat hie 

textbook, as has been s a id, w ed. in 14 ed1 tions. 

ldmond 11111 

1618 

ond 1111a was a merch t 1u London. 11'he ye of his birth 

d of his d th e unk:no and nothing is kn.own of his life; nor ii 

there anything t t indic test the w s rele ted to bis namesake, 

Jo i llis . 

14 bil he le&rned John 'f1111a 1 ten.ogr phy as r l y s 1604 

and used 1 t, ba. t did not find himself cont nt with 1 t, and in 1618 ubliehed 

hi• o ey tem under the title : •An. A.breviation of Writing by Ch act r. 

ere1n is s erily conte d a Table which 1 en .A.bstTact of the ole 

Art, th pla.ine and e ie B.ules for the speed.ie erf'orma.n.ce th ro! w1 thout 

y o er tuto:r . by Zdmond 1111s, Pl'inted _ George :&l.rdslowe. L ndon 1618. • 
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t 

/ I ) t, 7 h 1, 

~ 
I 

? .,L A--
a..., c.,.. 

,-. '-" 1- oc. ,,,- 9 
-t 1"'11 __. r -r 't "1, 

5 (, ) , z_ 

.4-" ,t- I.(,; v- )b 

As 1s sen, and illis ha. introd ced i mp er e r .ctars for 

b, 1, m, end t than John illis I h:::tlf ellipses, and Yoided the right 

es ind, f, g 1 k, 39 w le 1n the c se of e, h, r , e , h has pr eferred 

the lo er t more sily j oined letters of the ordi a l TI bet, d 

for p d q 1ntrodueee straight strokes with joined loops-- s7Jllbola 

hieh :ve been adopted for the s :me p ose by elton, Rich, Ma.son--

(editi D 1672)- -

P er, 1111. son, 

G! bbs, and l a ter ca.me 1 to plent 1ful use 1th B om, 

:vor, 'l'e.y'lor, a.nd other. Only for ( o} v and z di d 

illia retain his esake 1s chn.racters , and he ha himself introduced 

so ne ones, that he has alreadT, i n thi way, come to occupy a 

peei position, so fa.r as origina.l..ity 1 concerned, among all of J ohn 

1111st followers; and this to an eve higher degree beca. e it wa he who 

first introduced the 1 ortant Cucu""'g in the "vo elschema.t• int tall 

s1 . le vowels have been transferred to the right aide, or better said 

t en aw~ from the left side. 

Yow 1 Sc e 
44' ~ A 

.u.. A,, 

0 
w... 

a,,u, ~ 

39 !he right emgle, which a.tier mmond Wi llis gradually dis ppe ed from. 
t »ncliah alpha.bet, is neTertheleee gain found in our~ i n 
Gurney' • h. 
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At first gl ce this diagr with all its diptho a 1ght seem 

co licated than John Will ie'; but the dipthonga, which are here pl c d 

on the left side, occur less freq,uentl;r and can even be replaced by the 

nearest ei le vowels of aimil sound. !he ma.in principle is al so t hat 

none of the five simple vowels have been pl eed to the left ot t he b sic 

symbol, ao that it ie unneceese.ry to go back with the pen, which w s the 

e 1n John 1111•' system fo r the most co on vowels a e 1 where these 

were to be placed to the left of the preyiqusl.Y written basic SY11Lbol. 

The adTantage of thia change outweighs the diae.d.v tage that 1n certain 

instances it might become somewhat •ore difficult to differentiate between 

a and e or o and u. 

At the beginning of words, ae in J. l illis• system, vowels are 

denoted by letters, and at the end of words by means of dot• and 

res ective vowel positione. 'l'wo dot• indicate the pl ural. 

As in John Willia' s79tem, the vowels olizing consonant signs 

fol l owing are written smaller, althou&}l nothing specific is said bout 

t his in the textbook. 

It is worthy of note that Belmond 1'1111s used two c r ctera for 

each of the letters no p and t, but, on the other band, a common s1 

f or 1 J and u and v respectively. 

Double consonants are rep ented a s one, but otberwi e he has l ittle 

to a~ about phonetic• 111ng, which ia, howeTer, applied in pr etice. 

l ord Construction 
) 

I 

L, 

-
• 
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ldmond Willis relates ho• that in the course of 11h18 lo r, pr ctice" 

he has found that when a word begins with two consonants •1t i nearl7 

al qe 1 or r that is the second consonant, except when the word begine 

with •"• Some of his consonant joining& also indicate that in hie choice 

of le signs he considered their joining poesib111t1e•. 

,or prefixes and suffixes B. Willie uses more or leas independent 

eigns, and the number of obl1 tory abbreTiaUona he sets at roo, although 

the "list• included. in bis textbook contain• only 171 words , among which 

the conjunction "and" occura no less than six timeel The contractions 

e ba sed on stenographic c ractere aa well as letters from the ordi11ar7 

alp bet, wherefore eTen altogether independent letters are used. 

It is of interest to find how :ldmond f1111e maintains thats eeial 

ymbols (monograms) for prepos itions are ad.Tant oua in devising cont ctiona 

for longer words. 

!o his s tudents he reco nds the method used by hi ma elf• that when 

one he a word apoken in compa.DT, to think of how It ahould be ritten 

in ahortha.nd.1 • 

Edmond Willia• textbook is not only aborter ba.t also e ier to 

learn than John Willia ' • It includes 20 pa.gee ln very large print and 

8 pages of engravings. A second enlarged edition c e out in 1627. 

Of the first edition, which came out in two printings, onl7 three 

copies a.re to be found.: one in the Br1 t1sh Musewn, one in the Bodleian 

Library, and one in the Library of Co reas , l ashi~ton D. C. Of the 

secotd edition, on the other hand, two copies are to be found in the 

British Mueeum, and half a do1en other copies in different place•, one 

ot which le the Stenographic Libra17 in Dresden. 
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Without a doubt and Willis' a;retem constituted an appreciable 

i rove nt over hi• nameaake'• cre&tion, and. ·1t• 1 luence upon 

the a19,e 1 dia tel.7 followinc w much greater than early 

h11to:rical lfriters in general realized. • 

Vined D.Ot on.17 a1 a ayate11t bu.t al10 aa a stenography tor 
•. 

practioa.l use, ldmond 11111•' "Abrevitation of r1t1nc by Character• 

takes 1ta rank ong tu gr ter .ahorthand a7ateu of the 17'th 

e tU17. 

It w a hie eyate which Sir E dward 1cholaa, pr1Tate ecrete.ry to 

0 harle I, used wh n he made stenographic reports ot the proceedings of 

parl tin 1641 for hie king who soJourned in Scotland.40 Sir 

F.dward baa been called •the .t1ret parli nt&r7 stenograph r" bu.t this 

ia not correct, bee :uae a parl1 entar., etenographer must be one who 

baa en co 1aioned. b7 imperial or state diet to otfic1all.T 

record the proceecU.nga. Hor ae there in hia C&Be a question of 

literal reports. ~ ut no doubt it w the first occasion in modern 

history when the proceedings oL a parliament was taken, over its head, 

by ans of stenograPh7, and that thit wa done at the 1?Uttanee of 

the k1 gives a apecl&l. interest to the ma.tter .41 

It • also Edmond 11119 1 shorthand, which General Monk had in 

ind, a.a he, when Kin& C ha.rlee II expressed b1a d1saat1afact1en with 

40 Dictionary of Bational. l31ograpb1' . Nicholaa, Edward 

41 ~e Correspondence between Charles I and Sir F.dwa.rd. Nicholas is 
cont iued in BraT'e edition ot Evelyne• Diary, Volume IV. 
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his mini ter for fo reign affairs r eplied: 

•s1re, je ne co is ausune q 1te necessaire a nu secreta1re 
d'etat qui manque a M. Morrice, car 11 parle le fr cais, et excelle 

11ecr1ture abreviationa•.42 

Edmond Willis differs f avorably in one r e ct from his contemp r 

authors of ahorthand systems. Be despises and warns again.st all 

exces 1ve eel! praise, beliEl'Ying t t the public esteem o~ steno~ ph7 

will there suffer, . sayin.g further that: 'Good wine needs no bush•. 

lfolkingham 

1620 

Little was kno about 11111a.m J'olk1ngh except bis e until 

1898, en the Inglis researcher .l. T. right bro'U&ht to light two 

editions of hi textbook, and even. succeeded in obtaining so e info tion. 

about s peraonal. life.43 Wright 's small brochure, which wa not 

d1 tribu.ted through the book trade, rece1Ted little circulation, and 

it is thallks to Johun, that its contents have reached 44 larger public. 

J'olkingba.m belonged to a f amil7 which acquired 1 ta nam.e from the 

l pl e .lolkin,gha.m in Lincolnehire. He waa born and alao died 111 

this proTin.ce. In. the year 1690 .he 1e spoken of as the author of a 

work on 1 1and measurement•, but a !a 7ea.ra later he 1s tound. to 

42 Bu.met. Memoires demon temps, to• I, liT 2, •Tour Majesty, I know 
of no :faculty, which ia necessary for a aeeretal')" of state (here foreign 
minister) which Mr. Morris laclcsS he •peaks :rrench and is a a 11.ful 

teno apher1 • lt is true that Monk uses the expression. •abbrevia ted 
writtnc• bllt unqueatio bl7 he meane 1v' this stenographJ', espeoiall7 
since the king's elderl7 private seoreta17 (Iicholas), s mentioned, 
used Edmond Willia' eyatem, which waa called •Abbreviation of writing 
by C acter.• 

43 J.. !. right. 1111.all J'olld am: Matheaios et llediclnae atudioaua . 
London. 1898. 

44 Johnen.. ArchiT &r Stenographie 1913. p. 70 tt. 
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well established s the post ter 112. Stamford, where 1n. hie leisu11 

t he busies hi elf with authorship ot works on m the tics d edicine, 

conseque tly, a who tt ta DJ.Ob. 

t1 doea not neglect tbe atenogr phic t xtbook. 

lie calla hi s7 t "Poatwr1 •, dividing th bo into lfPoetagea• d these 

into •stages•. O the title page of the tirst edition we find: 

"Br chygrapbis, Postwriti. or t!::l.e Art of Short W'ri ting. By I'. l'olkinoiam, 

his eatiea Post of Stamtord.• Na first edition appe ed in 16.20, 

and a second edition two year, later.45 

.u bet 

( /C ) l 
/ 

I/' / _) 

a.., d .,L. ,- :,, X, 
../ - L,., l J J ,. L \ 

xJ 
~ <1. ;t ;, ur :.J 

)7f.. -,1.,., 

=/ 
Jtolkinghem' s acters are divided into three groups: 1. !hose 

of size, 2 . Large characters resting on the 11:n.e, 8l1d 3. Large 

c acters drawn through the line. !he signs of the two tter groups can 

in certain cases be diminished and combined with the mediUJI ahed ones. 

Only the symbols for b de D and. a a.re obtained fro• J:dmond Willis, 

only the adjoined sign torr from John Willia . ror the rest, 

J'olkillg[lam, • ta.lly independen.t al bet con.tai.u character• t t are 

both s1 rand considerably eaaier to write t the char ctere of 

45 In the second edition O. J'ollci I. t a the pla.ce of 
W. •olkingh • The first G retera to •au111• (the Latin form for 

W1111aa) and the second G. for the word AGentle •, which a t that time 
one could designate oaeael! without bein& considered. conceited. 
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either of the 11111 '· He is the first one to use •over d under stroke•' , 

d of his o ctera are written with the s e sl~t s those 1n 

ord.1 writing, so t hat right with Justice ooasiden him sort or 

fore er of the l t 0 r curaive ayatem.B. 

Tb 1ndi tion of Towels 1s st n ly like t of Bdmond ill is, 

but the dot i u9 ed in its different positions to denote vowels t the 

nd s well the beginning ot words , and all the tiTe d mnle vowels are 

right above and below e ch other. 

~-
0 

ost of the consonant combinations are obtained throU&h si le 

joining ( see the symbol tor \h), whereupOll the ebrple aymboll CB.Jl be 

written in a different direction than u9U8.l. .An odd det raination 1• 

that lp lr fi pr aad gt1l can cban&ed respect1Tely to pl rl rl rp and 

gbt by puttinc a dot below tho. 

'?he system., as a whole, is simple, but the author' a Tecy remarkable 

la.ngu.a&e and thod.s ot expre•s1011 increased the difficult7 of learning 

it 1 degree. 

7olkiugbam1 a 1 ortance as originator of a 97atem he.II heretofore 

be gr tly UDd.erest1ma.t d. 

the p sely strove to accomplish am re easily written 

cript than hie t oreranera b;r using the simplest e-trokee fro• ordinary 

writing s ab 11 i1 clea.rly 1.miicated by' hi• alphabet and ia further 

revealed in his foreword, ere, among other things, aq-e: • le 
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world out tbi little ahortaoript m, a1 was to find time d a ce 

savi:c& DlOTe nts, which did not depart from the beat form of 

ordi writing; and for that purpose I have select d part strok a 

fro ordi writing to form an bet, which with th help of few 

short rules i n two chapter• incl udes the whola 1:ystem.• 

~olki •ee to have returned to hi first interest medicine 

dur1 his 1 ter 79ara, a1nce in 1623 he distribute• a deecr1pt1on of 

a plant extract, a laxative remed¥, which mixed th le prodnce a 

v rr healthful drink. Be epeab 1th en iaaa 0£ the benet1 t 0£ 

• n \ cup• ot hh 1 napp1e ale1 • stead of devot1n,g hi elf to 

prop for his system of etenograph.v, he adTartiaee this extract 

which 1 sold for 5 ah1111:rags api&ee. Ila thinks also that thiB 

is •too cheap for such a Ta.l ble med:loine, especially ein.ee during 

th 14 days that th eure con.times one teat and drink lese, and 

in this vr;q one eane more moneT i n food and drink than. the cost 

of 
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