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or een ur1a Ceof_r C ucer h s eer re ed ng JC 

great t po s or~ 11ah liter t , ~ et little 1 own of' the 

h trios in royal reeo e nd ott1c1 l oc tn 1 icete tb t 

ha a trained ns e 8quire 1n the court ot rinee Lionel , servo th the 

1n ranee, rr1ed e 1 d. -in- · 1 ting to t e queen, was C ,p-

troll r of the to:lS end oident of London t elv ye rs. took 

terio s jou..~& to the cot nt on d1plo t1o missions , a member 

ot P.rli nt one er d Clerk or the ' s iorks three, And ec 

tore tr or the ro.nl to st 1 rsot nine ye botore his death. 

u t sue notes give only the s~:eleto:c or hie et1v1ttee re-veal not 

or his, b1 soft ou t, quir or , tit dee, a.nd tc=iper-

ament . 

,e hie oh ractor portr yru. that keen o servo.r 

or t elite nround h 1 .. ic reoo she 

SI lt. b tho ell.u 10 in is rse tllld o s it or 

poet& th t be as etudflnt of id and oth r cert in pass to 

ol s 1c wr1ters. 1 e t hie B t1r, 0 cf' erics t! .. t e co -

nized corruption i the cburch, but c~nnot tell bo ~uch ot hat 

tire directed at the de:cont 1 philoeopbie of Chri ti 1ty 

ho cuch rel t the e~e l or 11 ion e it s otic d 1n his 

1 ..... on , Chaucer ,!!!! ~ _R_o.....,_ ... Poeto (C b:rid • as • . , 1929) 1 

p. :371. 
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rl'.en louen. ot ,P!'Cprc k:,,,nu.t) n~1angelriesse 
An bryddes doo:n that z:wn in c:c~ges !'edo, 
}'or thour;h thew 1:11tnt cu1t! d11y take of' hem hede, 
Ar-di st:Nxi;:10 h:tr cc,.g~ faire i1:n:,l so.rte ~H3 sill{, 
And yeue h.e:o s~;re 1 :101r:;, breeo., e:m1 :7.lilk, 
Y~t rigl1.t enon as thirit his dore is vppe, 
t.e ,11th 11is i'e-et wol St)Ol'ne 'Ir.run tis euppe, 
And to the trode he wole, a.ml wom-es cte; 
So n.e~cf't.u1gel been the:, of' hir nete, 
f,n<l louen nouelrles of prcir,re kynde, 
Ea gen.tUeese of blood :n:L<:~; hem. bymie,. 

'?herto she kr.,ude skippc rmtl r.r,ke. ;~~. 
liS ,<:tny krt1e or C(;lf tol-.:zyn{:t) his d.t'!Jt.th 

':'.!:ho so wo.l pn:iye ho inoot :fa.st~ rind tie (}lane 

3 

L:nd !"19,tte his soule. and make his body len~..,,:q:um.'!'• lS'7f-.go 

And. ~.s 1 t qu.e;::nte it n1~d~ a whiatlyt2.ge, 
.i\.s doon. thi5€: v.-ete broi11;1ee in hir brem1yn,,11,e • • • 

'ffn.. T. 2!537..,zs - -



d1Bt1n 1a a a poetic • for t e cotn n!onc ot ·o ho 

sh to turthe.r u ot the into 't1on eoll cted here• 1 t a 

11st d in tho '"' po h. 

tion has been 

t te, 

:first pl oe, so rds ich C 

toll.owe, in. th1 1nv st 1 -

wr1 ter to 1llua-
It 1e escri11t1on 

t tcd or undU\ ood, 
the tio 

th depth 
or .s t t 

Stu y ot t St • In th 

t y be f'1gur tive 

1 the lat tourteenth century. or 

gnot -11sh D1ctionary6 linta· as the tlrst lf -

lish use t e !iller' , "t. r1 he r he.t e te held to 

bo . .. no • of et e.r Cbaucer otually 

th cerpenter to a fflump o bet er the expression a re CO· -On 

part of' o ·iddle 

ve bee consulted to detemine the early ine 

ot qua tionnbl rd ' t 

-tor t e trequonoy ot their ppe ranee in the poet• 

5spurgeon, ==;.;,,..;;;.;;;;;.;;.....;;;. 

6 1 J ... I . 
R1storicnl Pr1nc1p-e 

7i!. •• Stmt 
Presa, 1891) • 

gery. p. 9 

s be terred to 

or • 

_ish D1ct1o,na;:y on 
1928). -

(Oxro Cl ndon 



Since relatively :rew pie®s ot 01~1 rutd. M1iidle English literatu..--e 

arG· extant. it is SOW"Jt-.imer. diffi10u!t to -.1.lete1~1i1lC which f1t~th·e usee 

l~Gl) ·ooa a Ot'8,'.0.n e.Jrprea.eion tn. oll!er .tng!.1311.t 9 ~nd. 11.ttle o:r1.gbuillty 

cnn b.e ~ttaohod. to ouch a:u e~Ni&a.ion. ns itblaok: a.s 1,;;i c.row" (;cf • .i!!• z .. 
2692),. ,o\lthough euch exprese1ons lllt"e not orig:1.na,l,. t~re is soma 111lp0r-

u.ot. Sone or_ hie it~a hevo 'been llrtad dtractly rnm tl;tt) sources; ti.nil 

where S11oh a tact in .knotm1 it will 'be he,ninatter notc/l! in c~nnoctio:n 

them., 

}Has Spurgeon suggeste tltnt the L"!'la.gery of & ·poet rdgilt be lese 

,n-1t1n~ in the red-hot rush to .met .Pl."Odttct ion. date, 1:ieludes :tm~s as 

they wrge \W 1n M.s aint1.lO nut a. gle.nce $.t tne :roecrtt of Gh1lucer' a 

11t7. ~1. Skeat• r~rlir En£1.i~4,. ?roverbs (Oxford. 1910)• P• 00, Zifumbar 214. 

lOspurgeon, ~akOSJGS~'S .!ma~!'lt pp. 4.-5., 



to s~ ortont doter.:11n.e{l. t>:: the type 01"' mind ~n<l -01;;po:rie::'i.oes of the ch£r
that of 
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found i!t the ~llc}'' s ~. ··tet the f~1<~t tlu::t Chaucer used the image at all 

lln. K.. Root., f~G .. t!'X, .2!.. :Qpauoet ( new York; Hou{;;;hton .Mit:t'lin 
Oo~peny • 19112) • p. 295. 



discussed. 

l2"Tlle be:D-t cr:ttienl orii:d.on ft'_V01·s thI;, t'ne{}TJ' th.at Ch~uccr deriven 
tho ni&te:rinl l?-or his fl{}uire• s '!'els fl:'<>~-=- r-£n:,- qu.u!'i;t;;.rs srid. v,ork':0d :inv!n1-
tt~ro1r :,~tt':. fr.ee hr.l'ld.. Thott ... h we do .t1ot :r;.os.Gess iri.r.s;' un.que:s'tioned sourc·e · 
ot e.ny portion o.f thE'. tttlc or of' iiu~t r..otH' !.n. it, wa do f;lnct 2t..1•i.kir1t.~ 
p!~allcls to ~~, o.t it!? fe~.tu:res in ve.rious stories 0£ oi~1f.m.ta.l 01~ig:in .. '' 
11. s. if. ,1'0,;100,, '''f.ne })qui.r~t ~.'alo 11 • i11 ri. .ii'. Bxs :r,:n filtiil C~·l.'E~;,.:tu~ t;Gffr,:p~iter 
. ( -ad.1 tors) .. S0ul'CQS ~nd A:.nnloc:ue.s of Ch®C!el'"' v C!llinte:r.b~ ~t'.19.les (Chica~. · 

"-----~l&bdHtllfiill-•"'tf:o811dl. ~·1••~*A ·-·-·· ?;,i-.,_ 

1941) • p.. 35'} • . 

l5cem~ine Dero,pater 1.md Z .s.P. r~itloek 1 flThe Fr,in:l:"-..11:n' s Tr.tle,.1-r 
Sources ~mu _t~c'l'~e.£! 2! Ch.auc.er•.iz Centerbt2L:_ T81e.!. (<.r'hic~o, l'94l.} p. Z"l"l. 

l~L.. Stith Tllom~S.Ol'la .. The !;~1llel"' s x'Paf~J'. Uources n!ld ,'<\;nslogues1 o't?-, ~· . ....,._. •dlldil;•t IC1 •J J ~ 

P·• me. 



15-ciirleton Drown, 1'1/The 1~r:1ore.S$' a Tt.il~ 
Pl'• 447-486. 

161.,rederick Tupper, i')T--he P&rdoner•·s Tale 
PJh, 415-415. 
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the description of' wint<"H.~ .bi the f:renkltn'-s ~e--untloubtedly one of' the 

rhebml wax olcl, and hewed lyk leitoun, 
Tb.at in hie hote deel:mecioun 
f:l.hoon e.S, the burned gold with stremes brighte; 
But no~:J L'l Ctrpricorn. adoun he lighte, 
Wher .:;e he s:b.oon ful pf:le, I dar wol $eyn. 
Tho bittre frostea with the sleet fUld :rayn, 
neetruyed ]:mth the ~):'en<: in eue1i1 )Hn•d .. 
lacnus sit by tho fyr, with di:>uble b$rd, 
And d.rynketh or his bu.Gle hon: tho wyn 
!!itorn hyt1 stnnt browen {}f the tusked swyn 
Ardi ."lTowel"' crieth euory lusty mfill.,. l?rank. _! .. 1245-55 



Since the influence of nome of the later poets h!:ls made us uneon-

scion.sly tend to think of nature imes;es first when thir.ki:ng of the figur-

stive language of poetr;, it would be well to begin by e:r:tm.ining the nine 

tales to dete1-mi11e the quality and quantity of tho images drawn from that 

eource. The word "source .. is used he:x-e as a better term than 1ttype• '! In 

most eases there is little difference. between the source and type of an 

L-nag!'l, but where there ts the former has determined the clo»sifiee.tion. 

For exumplo, the imege "'wrthlcss a.s e t6:,red8 might be considered n 

nature i!l".age until one recalls that it is only in agriculture that a 

weed is eoirnidered -worthle&s and thr1t such an image would be d.erivsd 

not from a knowledge of nature but t~om u knowledge of esriculture. 

This, then, limits nciturc images to include only those tbxit spririg from 

aeaociatioM with nature o.s such. 

The term n:nnture1' is n confusing one" for 1t may heve e1 ther narrow 

lim.itsi or virtuall:? no limits at ell. Under the generr:,l heeding of ua.-

tu.re, t!ise Spur-gecm includod garc1en1:ng, farming, sea, sni1,v1l, :md hui::.ting 

mages, but a dif'terenec in the tv,o poets sud tr,,e diff'('}x-enees in the cus-

tons of their ages have oallod tor some eha.ngeo in classifieution. A 

London playwright of the sixteenth centuri.: may h.Gve ossocie.ted farm.ing, 

the seu, end country sportE with a life elose to nature; but two centuries 

earlier, when the feudal system was still the prevailing social order; 

the dist1nctio1a between town and country life w.ss not so cla~lr. 'l':he 
19 

. London of Chaucer's aee wg3s only 2000 yards long by 1000 yards wid.e, 

leer. Knight's Tale. 1570, "Ne sette l noght the ruountaunoe of a tare."' 

l9l. !rr. :Manly {editor), o~mterbury Tr:.les 1. (New York. 1988}, p .• 45. 
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and a half hou1"' s walk in eny direction would bring one .out o'f town and 

into the field&. A knowledge o-r rural life .for.med the common background 

later when the city bnd sprav:led out to ace0010dste its 200.000 inhabitants. 

as an occupation a~d. not es a part of nature. For toot reason. I shall 

After we ne.ve limited the n.~ture :fmegea to those d~ f'ro=i wild lite 

spe~n"een 1mge£--nature • ~rid indoor life- an4 cust~--the first is the 

larger. 20 Shakespee:re w~s pm."t1-eula1r-ly f'nnd of pictures of bi?'ds and 

All theac .a.nd many more ar.,:; the ~uick,. gr-s-ce.t"ul, chnrnoteriatt.e 
mo~r,emen.tD or bird li!'a wieh attreet Sookes:pea.re supremel.y, W'h1ch 
be kno,vs tntim1.i;toly end has registered: ui.th lov:m.:~ exact!tude.2-l 

.20 Bhakespeare's ~~11'• .P• 44. 

!?l Ibid .. -n. 49 • 
-----· ,, .. I 
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in litemturo. 

1,.n,1 tor to· mttkE;n ()there be WfJ.-l' by me, 
./.":.$ by the 1'l'help ehasted is the leou.n • • • S,!• !• 490-91 

22c:ruel• 

Al\i:.t so:tte vnto hymselt he s.eyde. t'Ft 
Vpcm a lol"d th~t rt0l heuo no mercy. 
But be a leoun, both'fl in m>J:'d end dedefl • 

t'Ii th inn.a tnyn hOus ne be tnow n.o leoun. 

tle in n~~ t.n~r n:=rs so :tel~ leotm; 
That hunte'll is, or tor his hunger \l!OO!. 
ne of' his pl"t1.yo desiretb so t.ne blood. 
As Ps1tJmr.1n to sleen his foe Aro1te ••• 

... . 
ltn. ii. 2111 - -

·- . 
Bum. T. 2152 -·-

25,\ diseu:m.ion of' n~tt ma applied t~ :people, ~m.inr:ls, :m.d in.~:ni.~te 
objecto will be fou~ u...,,dti-r *''l':ipes of '.People."· · 
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tm.e.n Pal.am.on mid Ju-cite meet in the wDod and bsgin to tlgb:t,. both the 

lion and tiger s.1d the deoc.ript:to11 ot the ooabatants. 

falcon. 

-rhou ~ghtest wene that thie P-alamoun 
In bis tightyng -were a '1ood leoun ••• I:.n. ,. 1655-50 - -

mi,. T. 165'1 -· -
!her nes no tyg.re·1n the vale of Oblg()pheye. 
Whan. that hi:r whelp ls stole.. wt.mn. it. is lite, 
SO Cl'Uel · on tlie htmte as :ts t.re.:tte 
For :lalous l"..el"te vpon this PS\l.amoun. f.'n. T. 2626-29 - -

And euera in oon she- cryde nlwey end $1'.righte. 
And with hi:r beek hir nluen ao she prig.lite .• 
T".ne.t the:r nys tygre, ne naon so cruel beest;, 
Thst dwelletb. outher in wode_or in -the fcrest 1 

'!'hat :nolde .b.~n r:ept, !f' tl'Wt he wepe koude 1 

J'or sorwe ot hire, Ghe ahrigb:to alwey so loude. 
SQ.'? .. 417-22 --

And 1:n berating her tonier lover, the fal~on eomperes him to a tiser

Anoon th.Ls tysre, tut f)f dou'ble:neese • • .. .§S.• .!• 54'1 

"To~ one ll.1s ape" seems to huve been a o~ slMg e:preeston 

of the period--probebly the gnr.dpa:rent of· the o,pression 111to make a 

. monkey or him"'-and occurs se~ times in Oh..~uee~. but only twice 1n 

t:ne nine tQle:s discussed here.24 It tu?.a apper&ntly become se conventiottel 

that there was little reel ~~ry left in it .. 

And thus she ~th .Abaolon hil' ep.e .• 

Right aa h..vm list&~ the pre<5st he ~& Ma e_pe,t 
0,. Y. 'E"-. 1513 ._.. ._,... ..... 

24rh~ Chat.teer Concordan~ 11sts this sr.me expree~ion te-n t!.d.dition~l 
t.it'lt~S: in Ohe.ucer• e ,wrktJ., - - · · 
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c. Y .. T. 1000 
:.., .......... 

known. t'he ezagf~X',t.i.tion 1n aall1aig e friar "fat ll).f; n whale-,t' ~· !• 1930, 

wt:_.a Uttea t.ro:n. J'oron-;e' a treat1.so25 ne- ;t,tell as beinfl§ a eonve:ntionel e:r.--

She woot rm, .. "®ON of nl this hoott ta.re, 
By eod ., thnn mot A eokkow of on hare! 

Ae wilde bOl"fH! gO~$f:'! th~~ ttt amyte, 
Th.et t:rotben iih.1 t a.a .toom for imJ. wood ... 



That Mtm is, boe.nden to his obsel"l:i~u:nae, 
For Ooddes sr.ike, to letter;: or his wille, 
'!'he:ras ~ beetot L1f~f al hie1 lust fultille .. 
. ti.no whm1 a. beest is dee~ he hllth 110 peyne; 
!mt ~fter h1fl dt;1eth mt:tn moot r.>e-pe and pleyne, 

16 

Thot\ffh in( tl1is )'mrld he h~ue cure und wo. !a• !• 1~15..:21 

Or if yot1 lbit t-0 .tlee t!S- hye 1n the air 
Aa dooth an ezle \!ihRn h}'fil list to soo:re. 

Y,ds, le~a."!, I htme m.ieh loue l<ntfJrD.f-t 
'£hat lyk e turt<1l t~,we 1~ ~ moorn~'ne. 

• • 



l? 

But ot hir son.5t;~ it was o.s lou:dc ~m:!. yorne 
I~s an:: ~wErlt,t1 sittyng on .s borne. Mill. T. 3fi57-:fit3 --

1t into the comic.. ~e P011ttoner pompoual.) stands i.n the. pulpit, 

And est &'ld. we.~t VI) o.n tlae peple I bek.'loo, 
f~,s dooth n dowe sit.tyng on a borne. 

it.{111 -~ 
~·-..!.·· 

.1.,ale •• and the eight ot :a l}i?'d 1n. the sun &nother- in the Kni~tts Tale. 

:1as neuere b:rid gle.ddor agtitn the dr1;r • 
Ne ll:s'1;:htyngnle 1n tlie se20un 0£ r:rny. 

Kn. 'T. 2:457 - -

fi:ptly pnra.Uels tho fin;t 1.;1i~ketl sother-in•ltn~ of' Cor .. sta:nc-0 ~J.iii Ch~uear 

probGl>lY f:.lllin.ed. his knowledge o:t scorpions through reading. 

'But thi.e scorpion• this wikked. gooet •· 
The $oi·idat.esoa, fo-r al hire flnteJ.'1'ne;&, 
Ca.ste vnder this tul .mortillly to stynge. 

Sun. T. 1925 --
Ina.gas 1:uvol V'1nt1 .serpents ere re:rerences both to ectuEtl s11akes imd 

to ~£1.tt.m ns ~ serpent.2S 

27 '?l:ie oxpression 1·not ,m:rth. u flye 1• is found in Jfrank. !.• 1132 anii 
C. "t. 1'. 1150, but beside being ver:,• cor.vcnt1011al, it is probably d:rawn 
trail dotl.€!etic ecenea,. ;\lthoU£ill n fly is t, ert111tm:-e of nature, tl&ere is 
no i1iditmtfo:n err ~. knowledf.:;;e of nnturo i.!& the image I so it would be or no 
worth .clnssified ~s s:t1.ch .. 

~Pc :rlelitJoue i~~.gos, ?• 77. 
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••• Prior .. T-. 1748 ---- -
O serpent vnder f~1nY?l)"tee, 
Lyk to- the aerp.ent depe in belle ybounde1. t1. L. T. 360....Ql 

-~. -- ...... 

War t?O the serpent thet eo sle-!ghly crepoth 
Vnder- the grae and a.t-yr..geth eubt111,. mm .. T. 1994-95 --
ThUs spttte ! out r.i:r w~ vn.der hewe 
Ot hol-ynesse. 

Rn1sht' ft !!A!. n thief' ts compnnd to a .serpent. 

J.llas. I se n serpent or n theef • 
'?hat SQnS' a trewe man lie.th dQOn. mescbeet' • 
Ooon. st his 19..rt!& ar..d whet- bym list may turne ... ~. !.• 1325,..-27 

The Prioress g0t her poi.'$0no-ue: e:rentures ali@:htly mued 1n 

OUte f1nte foo, the serpent Sath(!lllO.S 
That hnth in Iewei$J he rte h1.e WMPQ:I nest 1 Pr1or- T. 1748-49 

. -
From animal 11.fe we go to plant lite and f'ind. the oak, boxt and slo29 

r.umtfoned spe-cif'ieally. In displaying the virtues of hi& St1ord, the mys-

Thurgh out his &rlilUl!"e ·lt wol kerue end byte. 
tiere 1't as th1kk& as 1& e brau.n.ohed ook. ~- !• l~ -59 

The oak tree is used once in e. serieo of tmcge.s which ident1f'<.; the 

mysterl.es ot burian deeth with ®Im!:.Onpls.co scenea.30 



lo the ook that he'th so long ft nori.sehy:uf'('} 
Fro the t:;,me thixt it first bimrnneth to spljrnff6, 
Arid hath. so loug :rJ. ly.r, ns :if!:: mriy see, 
Yet .nt the· lr:ste wtrnted. is tlw tree. 

• • .. al eooth that ilke vmyo; 
1r'n.'.:u1ne m.e,y 1 seyn thnt al this t!1~mg moot deyo • 

• ., • he lyk ·wctf.l to biholde 

T. -

19 

1"'n:fii box: tret} or the asslla:n dode ~nd eoldo. _:r.n .. T .. l:301-02 -
Ful $i11!'U.e ypulled viere hir brcY•,\:OS two, 
Ar..d thD ~re bent entl bhi.ki:., l!le e.n~r slo. 

The eonventiordu k.ege of e f.lota1er in the g.ener,:J.l sense rsipp~ars 'twioe 

in the !L"'lit,:Jtt' e Tule.,51 .,,._] ._a - ......... 

trait .. 

... .. :::n.. T • 3048 - -
Ths.t ;;oode Arc1te, of chlutlrie flour . .. . 

• ... the d.om:ilenesse 
Of th!.$ chnttott."1., Note of cl. m.1rr.mdnease! £· 

.. , .!• 1500-01 .:...• 

rt. L. :t- 558 -
Fo:t• she hir oolf ls h.onon:r and the roate 
Of bou:ntse, ne,::t hir sone• and soules boote. !?l"io:n T. 1555-5S 

T'n1s welle or rJ.ercy 1 Crieteo lll-Oder \l.;lt1ete • • • 
?~;lor. 1846 

M. !,... 'l• . 323 - - -
5lof. •1Images Drawn from Domestic Life," p. 25 •. 



wage ot the heights and depths to idlioh the emotions of a love·r will 

?!ill. T .. 3324., probably in.d.1.cates ,ns lmlch close observation of nature as -- . 

any flower image. A pl'QW%'b_. meaning to waste Qne.' s time. in ebildlsh 

pl~y32 • 1a expr&$sed by "Ile fllOOt go pipen in rm yuy leef," Kn. 'P. 1.ase. - -
~s of inanimate objects ot nature OCOUl" in reterencms to stones 

and to oho.lk •. 

Amyddc a tree,,.fom:r:,e as whit ee chalk, 
As Cenecee was ple)ilnge 1n h1r W&lk 
The:r aa:t a tewlmn ouer hir heed ful bye. ~ !• 409-ll 

stones, l1ke the tree. are a~les ot 1n:nob11ity .. 

!!SL• !• 171 

Tltat aoun. be tel a.tones as a stoon. 1£.. r..... T-. G70 .............. 
'f!e ftnd that th.e st.one's d~bUS:tr wal'rrutt& its pla.ee i~. the lo~ i..~e 

of natural .objects which can be c~red to the lite end death or mei..n.53 

Com14e:reth eek how that the hard, stoon 
Vnde:r oure teat. on which tff\\ trede n:r..d goon, 

. Yit t1as~th it as it 11th by the, ?<o:ye,. !!• !• 8021-25 

In the same se1"1e.a. we- le2R that "'The brode l")'Uer $<W.t}'Dffl we:r:eth. d.reye~ ~ 

.§!.• !• 0024. .Although ~s bom the so11 are ueuilly presented froS;'J a 

stiUors rl.tm'pOint., this reremuce to a river is obviously one ot n.~tun. 

32Slroat. r~rly Bn~Hs.h P.rov&rbs. ~1:" 204, p,. 85. 
33 . . 

Ct'.. '!1:~:1tnre _ T~~~.r;e-c" ~'I p,._ 18. 
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!!1s criape hoer lyk eyngeo \W=i.s ~.,.ronne • 
And thnt wns yelow and £:;li trod as the som10 •. m1. r. 2165•68 - -
Vp riaeth. treashe Canaoee hir sslue ., 
As rody en.ti bright n.u dooth the yo.nee son.neM: 
Th.tat 1n the mti is toure deg:roes vp ron.ne·- §1• 

light.. Its s1gn.it1.c!:!JlOe· l1es in Oheuoer• s burlesque of the ne.tun b.mgerz;r 

ot the conventional e;pie poet.s. 

• .• • the b!"ighte eo.rme lost.e his h.ewo; 
For thorisonte h:nth rett th.o em:m.e his l1r,-.4t., 
~D iB 0:s :mi.Jelle to se1;1e es it r~s r..yght. l'rtink. !• l0lu•l8 

In wh1cli thcr rnn a ~bol in m ::wrough, 
Ae thog,h e storm. sholde bne:to:n eucey bough. !fa• !.• l 979-80 

Prior. T. 1864 

7n.1s N'icholma a.noon leet tle tl tert, 
As greet e:s it ll~dde boe:n n tho:mier do:nt. 

Ae soo:re won~lren sor:r..10 on. aau.@a ot ·tr1onder, 
On ebhe, on flood, on :r;;()S$OI!i.-e.r, and. on. nil'St, 
And alle, tb}'ng, til th(,j;t t.b;fl: ea:use is wist; 
Th.us ienglen they• a't'A <1:emei1, rmd deuyse, 

-

!rU that the k;tnt:; ian ti>o the bord E1J.'S"se. ~ .. !• 258-62 

Aml so bi.tel. t.lmt whou this C:m:ibY',lslmn 
IIe:tn tlli,'tl:n.ty wY".lter horn his dy~ideme.. • •• §.!a.• !,. 42-45 



103'7 

Dnu.."'1e~l o. equler bifore t."1tlr1gen, 
'111e.t fressha!' w1s sr;d iol.yer of Mr::.;,y, 
AS to r.y QOO.tr!, thnn is the fil.C:nthe of M'ey. &nk. !• Smi-28 

i"ol" Hey wol houo n.c sloga:rd~e anygnt. 
The seaoun priket'h euery ge:ntil he!"te, 
t.nd. maketh it out or hil::t s:lee.r to ste:rte 1 

~:..nd eeitl1 "'f.eys. tmd do t~•,;, ob.aerum:.:ttoe." 

f,!a;y" with f.i.llo tty .tlou:ros a.nd th~t gr,ene, 
1'<1~10020 be tho.w., .feJ.re, f'rcsshe Ml!iY! 

:nat i;,,'EJ:rche, 

001 

1042-45 

!a- !,. 1510-ll 

!leture hath no domin.ooiour~ .. 
Awl certeiTLly, ther nature wol 
Pe;,rewel r,h1sik! g:o ber the man to eoorehe! r.n. t. 2758-50 --





Cn.e oeeupntioti1 oae p,::>int or ~iew$ Bbove sll othere,. is netursll:r 
his, that o:r a gardener: watching, prese.rv1nfh ten-ding t"ut4 c~.ug 
fo!! growing thiri:gs,. especially tlm."'Glr'S sr.d fruit. kll. throug..~ his. 
plays he thinks J:-OX-$ ~e$1l.:y and ro!;ldilr or h.umm 11:te. and. action 
u1 the te~s or & ~e.rdener .. 35 
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The only r.ruit tr&e mentionet.l 1z in the, deecription of )i.lieoun, who 

• • • :ml .moore bl 1-sful on to see 
Th21l is the newe perionetto troo.36 

I hove. hesit&ted in ploeing the flowers a.viong domestic bl~s; yet 

the ones t?Oet frequently ?n.entioned, roses !tlld lil1es~ 3~ were d01!-est1cate4 

in Engl.and at that t1loo., and it Chr,.u.c~r v.iere thinking ot an e.ctual flower.· 

he probably tms rof'errlng to tl'LGSe seen in oulttvotea garde.ma. :UO•ve't", 

roses and lilies are so conventionally uoeid for da'seription th&t the:,· have 

9hlont lo-s.t the pm:er tc.., COl'!.ju..~ up a mental picture. Ev(an th.$ ~nne:i- 1n 

which they are reterrc.t1 to 1~ ~t striking. Each or fil.isoun' e points or 

_beeut)f is :t\iinutely desoX"ibed -ana oompsred to ~ber.s of the animal, bird. 

and vegetable kingdoms, -yet 'flnel:ro rm.u.111B 1m.gu.ely.bec.utiful in the ma1mer 

• • • ?-melye, ths:t fuirer wns to sene 
Than is the lilie vpon h1a stelke grew. En. '1'. 1035-35 - -

merely "as .m:iy lilie whyt,"'!: !Q!. !• 2178. The Prioress is apparently uS111€ 

the 1!.l .. y as a s3,'l:lbol of purity in eonvent1olU1.lly com.pe.rin.g the Virgin 

Uher tore in la.Ude, G.S I best kan or mer. 
or the-e n:nd of the white l1lye flour 
Which that the bar end is a !llSyde :al~y • • • Prior.. T'. 1650-52 

3-&rt.u.s ~"'e is tooludod . &"'l011g d~stie in..~co. en evidonee o1 other 
writerG of the period. et. MerB :PlomiM.m. Pe.smtS: v. ;ll:. us. 134. 

37'!'he 1111-es rei"trrred to ere epparen.tly the 1U1e~ ti111t grow wilj ht 
eR&tern countries but are dor:1estic-ated in Europe.. '!'he tieure ot the lily • 
.Prof1.?ssor- '!i~,1.y points out. is aaid by ... Utmue de In...,'lUlis to be dorived 
trom tho Song. or e-01-omon, H., 2. 



w1.th the rose. 

For ,,1th the rose colour etroor h1r hewe; 
I noot ,,mi.ch ¥:11.s the f'a.irer o.t hen tt,,-o.ss 7.n. T. 1038-39 

tor 

TTe dee:th, :allao-. n-e vtul nut rum ~ lyf' ~ 
Trtue walke I• lyk a r--0stelean oaytyf • 

- -

im~ on the g:rom:id_. wbieh is ny 100-drea gate. 
I knokke nth ny sv-.s. botho erly and lnte, 
1-~ eeye tfleeue fllt.ldel' • 1-eet :ae 111 !'. 41 '!Jard. !.•. 1727-51 

39T'oo:re r>..:re ~v11e11eeB o'f do..,est.icnted roses bet'ore th& prestu•vt1tlon 
ot litor<J.turo, and altho-_.1,,."!'.h Ohetteer .tsay- hove been ntferr1ng to wild roeos. 
the dcrJJ.eetieeted varletiee tt0ul<l be the h.<>or& besutit\11 :!llld lw.d long been· 
S}'l!bols o!' loveline,sg. 

$,'1?rin1-ole" is 11ste!l in tue t!:ldtUe !."r.ntsh p1;e~io~l"'/ with thia 
reference c1ta,j. T!le NW does uot l19t thir tom o:t the ,'Jer-.l but lists 
~pr1~rosu" as "n.Gt u~by Chaucer or Gower. It -

4-0piB:&e-snye Wf'~ f, t}'!,lf: of' no~1:ll'" 1 :pt:il'hn:ps of the -tilll!Tuo~ t't'>~-nlr 1 

which bcen~::ro a tem ur endee~nt. Robinson. Comt1lete Work$, p. 1005~ 

59. 



Al be that I kim n:rt smme l'.1is stile, 
1'1e k~n nat ellrnilicn oue:r so heie;-.h a style .... .§1• 1• 105-06 

T. 19:t;O. -

dren n1iz;ht be considered cuditO-l"'J r.:s ~11 as visual. One o'f theri is, in. 

l iovers to victi1us, burnt at tb.e l.>laze. 

Ot fy, tor shame! they tho.t run1 been brent 
Allas! k~n they nat flee the tyres beta~ c. Y. T. 1407-08 

With<1rm1e the '!yr, lest it to i"aste 'brenne; 
Meiileth nnm..,ore ~i th thnt $t't I lllene, 
li'or if yo doon y:oure thr-i1-:t is g;oon ful clene .. 

1\lisoun, ot whom it may hil ss.U. tlmt 

Th.er n:;,s no n~n a<) -wya that 1..'"0ude then.eh.e 
fro ge;J 1l! i:iopelote or S'f.!1 eh ,f.l: \!tenohe .. 



The norice o-r die'.estfoun, the aleep. 
Gnn on he>""1 i·~r:.i.ke ~Hid bad hem teJ:on lm<>.p 
Th,et nmche dr~ml:- am1 labour wol hrme reete; 
turd ,nth ::, gtl:p}rr~ mouth hem t-1lle he keste, 
And seyde tlmt it wr,s tymn to ltc r::(lom1, 
For blood was 1n hi>s dot:li0•tu'loiou,,"'l.., 
''Cheri sseth. bloorl, n!•turen i'reend,"' {luod he. 
They tlte.nken hy:n gelpyl'!"t-.,;e, by t~o, bir three, 
.?'..:nd ouel"j wirht gtm ,1rrwre h~, to his r-este; 
.Ats fllee:p he:::i bo.d the;-;' tooke it tor t!'le heste. 2..1• !.• 347-56 

• • • e:reet. 15 t:n:ni awmntn{;e 
?Joore than is ~-m thnt ntonte hore in n aago. Ku. :£..• l?f;l-94 



Hen louEm cf propre 1cynde newi'i:t~1g-elrioSEe:, 
As br;ta.des aoan thet 1~11 in. Clcigee :1;\~rle,., 
For thouch thoi·; n,yght tmd dAy t~ke of he!;l het1e, 
f,:nd atrewe hir cege ffltro end so.f·te !Z!E silk, 
And yeue he:m sug:ro, honyt breG4, ~nd milk• 
Yet right i't.uon n£, thr~t hie drrre is vp;pe, 
Re t'iith 111$ feet ·wol spo:!c·ne dQ,m 11is eu.:ppe, 
A.xi.a to the wade he wole amt wor...es ete; 
So nev,efeng~l been they of hir nete, 
An<! louen no11elries ot pr.;}pl'C i-:ynde, 

T. :00 gentilestm ot blood l'.l.m:\.' her! byn~e .• -

JYor• in. the s'l:,f;l"rEH!• olerer thi1n is gb,s, 
Is wri terr, 50d. .'foot 1 who so koude it :redo 1 

610-20 

'?he ,1.oeth of O'!.l.i!l'l'Y Lit1n, ;,iith outm1 clrede. i!• L. T .. 194-96 ·-

So woodl~' that he 1:il': ~w0.s to hiholde 
The box tree or tti.e a$shen dede and eolde. Kn. T. 1301-02 

~ --
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. tic scenes.. The expres.si<'m• 'td:runk as o. ttouse," ts oom1.mnt i~ older 

English42 n.nd ie of 11 ttle sicnifictmoe hol'El. Arei te • for whoma :treedom 

self be.ck in prhon where he could !1.t lea.at ga.~e on b.er baauty. '.He elasses 

hixr!selt with otl1er .men 11ho are not s.atisi"iecl -.dth their eondit:Lo.n. 

We selmn :fr:.1.st ni."ter telieitee, 
1lt1:t t'l'O econ wrong 1.'\tl oi"te,:i:i, tl"elwely. 

She ,~s so propre, imd :mete e.ntl ·11kerous., 
I dnr ,~el seyn, i.t she hmt been e. mua 
Aml. he a c~t, he, v-.'Oltlo b.1:r hente cm.on. 

T'~t wiis thet ·t.~,,1.e ~1 'b~eheler ot lmi.e, 
1\l were he th.el" to ler:ne ;2nother craft, 
ltai:hie pry1.1el~· vpot1 his dosk ylaft; 
i?ld.oh book sp~.k wch.el of the: oparac.iouns 
Touchynge the eir,ht·a a.mi tv.renty mansiouns 
That longo.:r. to the noonc, end swioh f'olye 
As 1n ocure day,os is -ne,t worth ~ flye • • • 

!a· !.• 1261 

:r..n. T. 1266-6? - -
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Knitting n.s a common occu1)otion of the wom.tm, 1n the homes., but 

whether the idoo of knitting people tos.ether wae a c.o2l!r.o:n phrase ot the 

43 le:na,:1J1f~'l by t.te:t time or not is uncertQin. If it 1-'las,.. the follov.t1ng 

'??ilia lmr~nyu is tul d.ryuo. for w ben knyt. h~nk. I• 1230 

It ia used f.lg.nin as the unity of men nnd v:tte, a.ntl t'in!!'l.112,• 1n fH1 a.ddress 

e t1eble aoone, vn.ne.ppy be.en thy pus! 
'!'how k:n.yttest thtH,1 th.er tbow urt n.r:~t receyued; 
Th.er thow we1~0 we!. tro ths:rtnes f.lrtow ,wo•;•ned. t.t. t.. T. 306-0S 

'rfl' ~""" -- ......... 

directly into the buttery vihen he s.peid:s or the trte.r a.a ~Al v:molent ae: 

not be ex:notly delieete, hit:J fa.i:etiou.a t-cm.s ot ende-ament a.re retreahing 

after tho stilted pllruseo of tbe courtly lovora. 

Whet do ~lo, ho:vyoomb., swete Alieoun, 
lly fai:ro. bryd., r.m !!<i;etce ey:r.rn:.1-:a~,ma•r 

J1nd he l'l~"mf',.Jl!' m:; Sll1ete, as is tho r;)ote 
or l1corya Ol" nuy ,cetewnle:. 44 

4~3TI'r~ n1-~:·t•• """ ..._~"' 1" ,~,.,. ,·-1.t.', "' lnv,._ • tr> "'r· "'t'""'" ''i. n _,. '"'""'t"'"'\; j. r.i'.M .-i>,:;,.1.;_,;,t__. -Al..i..J' t tJV lJ..J,.''i."' · IJ.b ·v~ ~· \r.·l<t. ...._1:. cW&-~·1V.if·t ·•y. .;..;.:t..;; y,;',i) .!..;~ -i,J.;_ict, ,._-~t,. C'-1.."'1-..1{t V ~ •• 

- 1000 :lel~ie Grnan!2r,. to c.011join as by !mott!Yt15 or b:tr.eing 
together .. 

1340 Ban:pole "C'.otl, • .. • fir~t body rmtl. soul -~o~;rd:er kn:ytn. 
1386 Chaucer iT .. !.• 258 .. 



Hir mouth wns swete ns b:l!'f'.,cot45 or the meeth, 
Or hool.."C. of !'?tpples leyd !n hey or heeth. Mill. T.. 5261-62 

Another te,ste 1ni~t€ 11 trite in itself though not in itn une. is to:md in 

swete," C• !.• !.• e•,m.. .The ~?cl bitter 1o applied to te~rs i:n "The bittre 

teeres tl:mt on ey enekes fnllc," !SE.• .!• 2527 .. 

&\ur ... T. --
2196, 46 is: eleorly quoted from the Bible (z.mtthew 5:13) and she-us no light 

or to act tmcler dift'iculties .. 

But neuere dorste he telle·n. hire his grouanae•-
With <mten COF11e he .c!:rrink el his pentmee. E'ronk. !• 941•42 

45.Braggot, a drink made of ale and honey. 

46 Gt. lel1gious i.me1~ea , :p .. 76. 

4?ior parallels nee Robinson' a note. CC!'.ttE,lete t~orks, :P• St!S .. 



This Lbaolo:n ri.e rofllte n'.lt e bttn'e 
Ot ®l his play ..... ~ill.,. T.. 5772-73 

.~ ..... 

an nbilit;;r to find hunor in the eone;ru:1ty of the incongruous .. 
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ccioueness o:t their t,,'t.re!lgtt£ and w€Jeknosses.. Thttt thi~ ability to judge 

~ttitudes ana prejutlfof1S v.13:s.; .. rocc.tgnizod in Chaueerts own ~de :is proved. by 

t:ie faet tlmt he cra~ sent to tM eontine:1t 30Vo?'tl.l times on what were ap

parently diplom.e,tic m.i.ssion.s. Later ge,nertit1ons hn.,te lergely a;ppre-ail',ted 

this ability through the 11teli!i::eness: .of hls chi'il"e.1eters., Tb.ass ob,rirnc

teriz~tions taay be the resul't or con_$efoue, efforl, yet if there 1$ &"lY 

truth in the suppor,ition thnt a :poG-t uuepnseiously revetls the trendc at 

his thought 1n his i.rin,gea, we shall st:te tow nnieh of this L"'1tere~t in. ct.!:'tr

o.eter wr:-9 natur,nl !1!.nd how m-,1or, v:eguired,. 

A mn inte:rent~d in his fellow men mu.8t be interested in their work. 

J.n ex:;,nirmtior1 of the h.11:?ees tie~ling with dcd.ly ooeupr;tfans should throw 

so: i.e light on the e:xte?~t of O!'muoc:r' :i u:uconsciotm une of i~1·egsion.o 

gl~Mtued from obsel."V'in.g the work ot hit\ eo:ntt=:mrporra:ries. 

'.Z'ho images drr:wn from a.gricul ture m1d the crae. fl:?P~.l'ently ri.rise trom 

a knowledge ot the ])t'f!et:ices of men. who follo1t1 tho~e oooupetions.. The 

agrieulturcl iluf!gom ru."e 1:l'l u clr_.ec to tha:n..c;;elves in more rJ~)'S than in eon ... 

tent. .ftlthough !'.1:-0ot of them de.al with ft-1lil1lfor f'Hm 1:1n11t.mls and flHtenes:. 

the covipr~risons rire r..ot converitlonal but on trte ·whole tu·c~ mode with more 

freshness .ana origint1lity than those ot any other ~up. This mi$ht leed 

i~etUntely into tht1· supposition that ,Jniruce.r wms fa.."riliar with,, or ,;ory 

mueh intEirested,1:!',, $,frriculture. But there is another point i~hiah must be 
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The ollo 
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11P hi fgte in pri on r..nd quor1 s of he cruel 

t 1 
Th i 

r1 d to lu ion to t.e e 

foldc .:..!:.• 'i'. 1507-08 

a n ctu 1 enint'.l in 
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id to be " otter th8!1 t. wollo 1 ot a. thcr," 111 . ! • 

3 49 . eolon she to ee her, for "l oorne doot l er th 

tete, 11 111. _. 3704 . 

·So ot the reference to hore re or hunting hor or rho 

b t tt.e tollo ooul h be n tro rieul urc . c learn ot 

48,, • 77. 
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.illiaoun that 

litll. T. 3?A)3 --

other occuputio~a drove carts. ,· 

'.t'he-r uy.ll no capul. d.1'-awyng 1:a c. curt 
Ths.t f.\Yghte he.n lt1te ;(! to.rt or swich Ill, soun. Sm. T. 21.S0-51 .......... ~ 

To aa:y that a husb!dld. in bed. ffgrc>n&tb lyk oure boor 11th tn .m'\!.'e 

The id.ea of ff!tto-ning ltvestoc:·: ia the basis tor saying 

speak or eyes \fgrcy-e as goos, 11 ;ttll. !• 551*1, w,s eonventionml., but the 

.1mo.ge 1u trtcholas• words of persue.siOn to th& ce:rpenter wae not. 

~ shaltow ~e ~s. mu.rye I' vnderteke 
As dot'h the, .white d.oke etter h1s dn.te. Uill. T. 5595-16 ---

1o-r t:tl the ~w.>rld the~t stynken as a goot 
H1r snuour 1~ so rnrn:".yash and so hoot. 

:fieltt, ls the more fitrik1ng for being made by the Y.n1ght .. 

C •. Y.. T .,. 986-6'1 - - -
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~ . T. 886- 88 

h tollo ~e lines : 

i leye . 5 

- · .!:.• .:._. ?01-07 

fnn is perh ps displ d 

1 

_ e reference o t he orthlessneas o:t' 

d rod , " _fil. ! • 5.'n5. 

is an oxcell nt eontraet 

to e «>rries or . ..rcit • 

t al th 
oetta 

'J i S Ou b 

ee ot at :r:e. ~ · -· 1669-70 

11 t el r in t count. na are 

not ortant flB i ges e eo:c;par1so • lt is su Uy vivi d t o 

th.ink or t o 

Tho ot or 1 

filer. 
. oinson. C 

• 

1 

t 

- · .;.!£!.• 96-9 

occurs 1 the cript1on or liso • 

rolocye £2.1..2. loe; !l.!_. ~ .....,=_, 
olete ' ·ons. p. 577 • 

...!l• 1.• 

T xt O, 11. 31 - 3 • 

to the :ro, 
con eq ence 
it re 



the night, 

But of M.r ~onz, it wno n-e lou(.te 
l,s en:? .sw,:li:.,e ~itt~.1nr; on a ber:ni,. 

J~I~ thynk.eth ve:rreiliehc th!'!';t. he mey se 
i·Ioes flood cone wt:lwyi1ig aa 'the see .. 

3264. 

1':ill. ?. 3615-113 --



cours tb:ro 

Th s lor' 

lite. 

in 
1 

s t .inc lot ti 

39 

r deero, 
ste • _. _. _ . 83 -35 

tiv 1. exp it t 

f l ot esertio • 

C 

ot d 

he t t dooth 
ceh th neu re 

hip 

been t 11 r 1 h th 

lon overd e . thiny or eir 

philoao h.· creep into th co rlso or tb.o po ible t ilure or 

succ e ot n e.lch 1 t's xper1 nt th t e nc rta1nt1ee or e reh nt ' 

t e . 

n t ure , 
a proaper1 t , 

1 drown.ed 1n these, 
co th it n to the londe . c. Y. ! • 947- 50 

activi usue.11 BBSooiete<. t those who tollo the e 1 ti -

1 • ere C ucer' s ot these d t re ding or re o'b r -

tion or t proport io ot ti h1n 

uld prob bl -h e been t er. a it ls, onl one such rete nee 

occurs , nd t t 1 v r1e.t1on o the rel1 iou t1 t e.B 

ti her or n. 0lt the bed ide ot Tho- • th.e tri~r e 
' 

"I e d 

!1sshe eri ten e~ soules," Z • ~. 1020.53 --
Urben !4.!!!_. In cont t it th comp r1ao •. to l lite 

are t ho o doriv ~ urb n oc-up 1.one. iru bit nt or on on, 

Ch uoe shoul b v h d pl op rtunit to co cont c rti-

8 • vi"co none of the nine t ee e.lt 1 h here ie tol b e ernfts-

en ot t pil -r , no o non db de for po ibl dapt tion 

53cr. 11 ious .es, u. 76. 



of the 

one used fro the t de or clothier p engrav r , butchers , 

rs, nd fro e te or l tr do n. 

Te t 111 to clot bi occur i n t 

prov rbi w ot s l ill8, d re busin s on d i' 54 1B "B dde 

ore t on 1st ," 111. T. 37'14 . Since ost of he pinnin 

aon this ig t e cone1derc omestio c , but th re 

cloth- i n guild • ref rence to t e rt or rein cloth 1 u ed 

fi tivel in the oa.se of the tickle t con . 

So de in h dye hi co oure . S • • 511 . 

sp alt of l aborers "burel" folk 1 to p ak th:ur tivel ot the com-

mon n , for "burel '° nt o y 00 cloth , d th ~ lists · no e1mil 

r1 r tive use. ., urel to " then , uld be t oae dre ed in oo s 

cloth. 50 

nd oore e en or Cri tes ·eeoree th 
Than b rel folk , al tho the ren s . 

e lyue i n povert n in bstin ~ 
Ind bu.rel fo in r1chease an is ence 
Of te and d k nd in ir foul delit . S T. 1871-75 

__ nk_. ! • 71.6 ut sire b couse I e urel m n ••• 

e rro~ ston 6 ving eI:Iphaaizes the process b ich 

Dorige 's friends tin.all rsu od b r tom le g i n in cotnp n inate d 

or urnin solitude !or her baent husband. 

54 t , =;;;;l;;;.,Y~ English roverba , w::iher 2,. , p. o. 

55cr . p . 3 . 



0 

nte be; 
re til she 

• • rank. ! -- 829-

t 111. t a 1·ht e co Aid pb e 

1 ur cit· ot o y 55,ooo, t 11 rit_ e occu-

oul no b co~tinea to rur 1 d ller . Int 

lrc te 

ri · e e s , ten to n rro 
• • • 

It seoed e it wol m. ook. • T. 1?00-02 - -
There is .othi ic l ~1 · ori 1n in eo eri~ Const ~ce to 1 · 

bro ht to the el u ter. 

or s the loru> o rd his eoth is bro t , 
So etau thi innocent bi.tore th ng. f. 1.• ! · 517- 18 

B t thor i ori nality i · mi 1: drunknrd 

hou alle t s it were stiked swyn. f..._. "". 556 

e friar of ner' s dra son en nt or t e c r -

p t r' tr tl to 

Tho sl1£!.l t .me yude s Ju t s 1 qu • . 56 Ll.· 20 0 

? eonvo tion i xpres"'ion, "st t as i re to ed," 

~-- · 182, ve h d its ori 1n 1 t hQ;_ or Oil C Th 

ooin r ' t 1 th b si tor vivid eecription o ' 180 co -

lexion. 

bri ht r tu a ~n ng or h1r e e 
1'h n i n t h tour t e noble yfor ed nowe . _lll.. ""• 3255- 56 

ere re so t'r'O o p rticul r urb occu-

ion, but rrom te whio t~ · iar to 1 not bu inesR. '"he 

56square. 



growth 2,nd decline of tovms is ont1 of the series of pictures drawn for 

comparison to the life and dee.th oi' u man. 

The e;rete townes se we wane and wende; 
Thannto ye se tha.t al this th;,'ng hath ende. ~· !• 3025-26 

The terns nrent it and "hire'+ are used metaphorically of religious dues. 

To yelden Iesu crist his propre rente • • • Sum. T. 1821 

Thov, woldest han oure la1)our al for noght. 
The bye god, that al this tt,orld hath ,·,roght~ 
Seith that the t1erkr:J.an worthy is his hire. 0 ~· !• 19'71-73 

The use of •1purch0.ce 11 in t::.e following instance may not have been figur-

ative although :present evidence would indicate that it was. 

1/o:r v.1yml o.nd ,;oder nlr:iyghty- god :purchuce 
A11tl brynge hir ho:mt I.JI. L. T. 873-'74 

The following wz,::r :)f expressine; tice idea of "stopping neither to barter 

nor to sell,; liU:1-;/ have been E coninon vnriution of the oxpression.. 

£'""!" 
••• he fond neither to salle, 00 

No breed ne ale til he ear;I to the celle • • • 
£ill• T. 3821-22 

The fruit peddler's trade SU}J:!)lies a fie;urative :pro,rerb. 

Ii;e euery appul thnt is fair ~it eye 
lfo is nat good, what so men cleppe or c:rye. G. Y. T. 964-65 

:rhc only necli111:1 of trade other than the "noble" previously mentioned, which 

gives r·ise to :fi5urat i ve lEmgunge was a 11r1:yte," a smnll l!'lemish coin of 

s..r:mll value. Its 't'XO!'thleNmess inspir6c1 the oxpr-ession "nOfifht worth a 

rayte," Kn. !• 1558. 

Prol'essionnl ~· Aside from irn."3.ges clravn1 froH the occupations of 

the art 1sans, there are n number from the protessicms of 1,,:i,w and mod-

i.cine. Love is treated as a law by Arcite. 

57cr. Heligious images, p .. 76. 

58cr. Robinson,, Corrplete ~Jorks, P• ?09. 



liostow nat wel the olrle cle:rkee sawe 
Tlmt w'ho shal :·euc D. louvere any lawe 
loue is a crt,,t'ber lawe by my pan 
rr.lltu1 :ruay bG :: oue to sny e1,thely m.an 
imd therfo1:.,.· _r;osi t11' la-we and ar.1icb decroe 
I$ broke al do.y for louc ill. e-ch degree. 59 

.43 

tist, Chaucer dabbled in medicine, e.nd we find eertein iL'lage.s eentering 

111 medical terms. Chr1st ia celled ''.med.ioine" in the sense of remeey." 

Crl.st, which thet 1s to ouery Jiam tr1acle • . ... 
!.1. 1 .. _T,. 479 - -

rlhat n.adeth :v·o,: rUuei•se fre;res. sachet· 
Nhat .nedeth hym. ·t;h!.,t bF.,th c. 1,11rtit leche 
'r'o aechen otlmre leohes . in the toun? Sum. T •. 1955-57 --

We still tanoy Si:reet1warts A.S t1lovtlsiolc 1 i, b\lt the word ha.s oea.sed to 

be connected ~trith n renl illness.. Such ~-1.'a.s not tho cnsa .i:n t':.e fourt.e.en-

th century.· 1#..lSperate illuecGs~~ were often believed to be the :roeu.l t or 

tm:r.•eq_ui.ted love ro1· love uisturbed the be.lruice of the 'body .. huiaors,,. The 

victim shaul<"l be trer:.ted us e1 ~iok 1uan. eepeofally sin.ea it wt1$ custom-
.,I! "l: 

aey to prove love by u wan eountennnoe ~nil a w.o.sted. mta.n.. Q,i, Love siekneas 

t•ms ·trented, theret-orc, F:e a disease; this may not be un 1:m..'lgO tJut it is 

inelulietl us ctoubttul.. , ,\bsnJ.on· vms cured of lovti. f.r.,r 

Ot pnrmy0ura he eette nr.J.t n kers, 
Fez h~ wr:.~ hi.:tel t;<l o;r his ii:H.J.1,:u:;e .. 

&Ochrmcer and.~ Eedieval Cciences, .PP• 3-56. 

01c:r. ~·I:rwgen from Les.rnin.g," pp. 68-69. 

mill.!.· 3?56-57 



Eis brest w~s h0>0·l with ou.te f:'or ta s~me, 
~ut ia hif.• herte 1:i.y \W:iS the a.rwe: kene .. 
And ,rel ye kn.owe thnt ot e. suraanure 
In surgerye 1e 1,oX'iloue the cure, 
llut 1~en myghte touche tho c.:1>we or QOmi: there· 

Frank.!• 1111•15 

swift, m:,rsterious, intnnftiblc ~it!.Y• It i.s i.nte!'e:sti:ng to note thr,t the 

Tb.ttt t:iogh ::. zuu1 t:ro.m he?n a. :royle be, 
The sauou.r wol intscte hym, true:teth :mo .. 

Tluir la e c;hn~.oun of relic,;1.o-un 
1~n@es- vs, wcl,le inf'ecte nl n tou.n. 



ienee. The ~in lelaure hour pnnime oi" knights was courtly love, ~hioh, 

they took. as $l·iously as tl:e.ir i'lghtmg. nat-ur6lly tbe expressions of' 

n ut I w,s hurt rtght now thur,e:.hou.t msn eye 
Into r'Qtn hens. that wol :ni;f be.ue be. ~· 

And with t1mt gitrhto hir uen.utee hurte 1'..y".Jl so 
That, if' trmt 'P:cuo.mou w-e ~-"Oun.,.1.ed soore. 
Arcite is hurt as lllllehe M he.- o..i-- more. ~-

lou.G rmth hie fir;r dart ~o orennyng1y 
Ys-tike.d thurc,_.,'i DN trewe. careful b.erte., "i'J 

'?hct sha:pen wots tly •l(l'eth et-st tha.u t.;.· sherte.0 '" 
'\\!'..,. m l· i't. .:4 =-· J...•· vu -

1114-15 

~f17-· 

o .... ..r.11.ase w.'1.ges of ~ l"'..ight, retor to m.mtiug but it 1.s dU'tioul:t 
tt) sap~"'"'nte ~~r s.ne. htm..ti:n.e i~~vos. 

6"cr. cou:rtly love imaseo. p.. 70., 



find that tho ~ille~ does not neglect the tield or ~rf6re in picturing 

iliso.un,. tor 

W-ynsyng she was •• • A 5 
• ... and v,priG;ht as a bolt •. 0 

A broche she bar VpOa hir loue cole·r • 
As brood as is. the boos ot a. bokeler. Mill. T. 3265-66 --

A spe-ar sh.aft helps to meaaure the a:xtent ot the etf'ects ot t..rcite's 

nttack of lave. lt was so 1:nts,n.se that ~lene he \";"'\'1'.X tin.~. drye as is a 

shatt," ~ T. 1362 

On hearing J\..l"cite'"s protestations of love; Pela.mon 

.... thoug,b..te that thurc;h his herte 
ae telte a cola awerd sodeynl.iche glyde. -It.~. ir.. 1574.;.75 - -

kene a."16. cold."· ~- !• 57. 

The deaor1pt1on ot the King of Ind&_., whose " .• • .• voys was a trompe 

thonilerynge," ··!a• !.• 21'14 refers to the trumpet bluit whieh preceded the· 

b~ttles. Phe i:n:f"in1tive "''To 1f1Br." is used f1e;u~t1vcly by ?elem.on. who 

swears to ""hold.en werre alwey with chastiteo, "· !!!.• !.• 2236. 

Ohauc.er wac, but who still found ti.r'..i:C to write the a...fllOunt or poetry lett 

by hims would llava hao little leisure to rema.1!!. active in sports or 2muse-

m.e:nts of any kind. But he ·was familiar with the upp&r class sports., tor 

he had reco1ved the education or a squire in the court or Prince Lione1.66 

Thet education included tre.1ning in. jousting, hawki~• riding., hu~ting, 

chess, a."!d 'Writing and singing verses. Al though certain tales. fm.Ch e.s 

Olt>:u~boi·r bolt,. ct. NED. 

66T'.ue eu.rliest kn.own records of' Geoft'rey 01:m.ueer himself are in the 
household aceountr, of Eli2abetb., Countess o:t Ulster ~n.d ~it& of Prince 
Lionel. r.lanly, Cau.terbun,~ 'l"Hles, pp., 8-9. 



referring to any phase or it. 

It1.nges fro.ra :riding are used to :ir.easu:ro the extent of a. eertain person'& 

She seyaa. ,rsire,. gith of youre gontilesee 
Ye J}rofre me· to haue so large c reyne ........ 1'"rank. 754-55 

In the sooon.d e~ee, it is the gods who hold the bridle. 

C stro:n.~ god. tb.nt in the regnes eolde 
Of 1'rS;es 11onoured srt ac1d lord l< holde, 
iuid hrrst in euer:, regne and euery lond 
O;f arr<le.s al the brydel in th}--:n. hond • • • K.11. T,. ~373-76 

Familiarity with hunting has tlree.dy been noted in connection. with 

1rr.mgea of wild boa.rs. 67 but there !ll"e aloo aoow which gre definite Lmnges 

and some trhich :may be merely the result of the absorption of the l~nguoge 

ot hunt1n&ce;, into the language of evo?"l.;dny life.. One of the definite :pie-

tures ot hunting is such e. deseription of the hunt as he eould h~ve found 

to v1htch 5keat ha.s found parallels in the Teseide. 

To ch&ungen gan the colour · in liir face, 
Tdght rw tbe hunters in the regne of.' Trece, 
Thnt ston.deth at the gap_pe with~. spare, 
Wht:n h1.mted ie tho leoun or the bere, 
.And he:reth hym come russhyng in the gre-ues, 
J\,;.""id 'b:reketh bothe bo;.~.s and tho leues., 
.knx'l th:,:-nketh. ""rlere coooth my mortal enemy! 
Tiithoute faille, he moot be deed, or!; 
For outher I I.'lOOt sleen bym at. the g5ppe, 
Or he moot sle :me if that ne ~shappen--
So ferden. they in chaungyng of hir hewe.68 2.• ,ri .... 1637-47 -

Probably the .~st enjoyable part of the e.t:rort ot faleoning ws.s to t1a.tcb 

67cr. "Nature Images," p. 15. 

6Scr. "Images from Learning," p. 63. 



its use 1n the following Collq)a.rison gives absurd r~ru.ity to th& pro:,e:rs 

of pious triers. 

Therto1·e, right as an hauk V]t et a sours09 
Vp spryngeth into theyr right so prayeres 
O.f eharitnble a..nd chaste bisy rrc:-ea 
~ken hir soure. t~ pd.des eres two. ~. !.• 1938-41 

Two of the next tht"ee 1mntas ooeur in passag~s ~or which Skeats finds 

parallels, but the; were ecenes tamilb.r to .all hunters. 'l'b.e last one,. 

Lo, al thisc folk so eaug.ht were in hir lae.e. Kn. T. 1951 - -
And therfore .syn I' kn.owe or loues peyne 
And woot how ;sore it ken a man distreyne, 
As he thet ~ath ben caught .ofte in his b1fu! • ., • 

e!.• ?.• 1815-17 

But sith that he was fallen in the snare 
· Re moste endure as: ·OO·tber folk his care. Mlll~ T. 5231-32 --

Nor is love the only snare of which man ll1U3t be,,mre; he must beware tra 

snures of both Fortune t'!nd the devil .. The word nano.re~ bed been used 

f'1gurativ-ely in English, al.moat one hundre-;d. yeers70 a.nd :may have ceased 

to c~~ conscious connotation of hunting. 

Ouataunce 8.lJ.Gwerde. "Sire, it ie Orietes my-ght 
That llelpeth. .:rolk: out of the reends sna.1•{h. '' M. I.. 1\ 570-'li - - -
Now zJOl I turne to firci te Fige;fn · 
That !ital mete how neigh that was his care 
?11 thet £ortun.e had broght h}1l'l in tho snare. 

Im. T. 1400.-90 - ·-
Mm1 has little oha..n.ce 1:t' b.4:t does elude. the snares cd'.Fortune,. tor 

69-JpweriJ lee.p or f'J.1,ght. 

"lO'Til~ t'1ret exem;ple a1ven in the NED occurs in Cursor ?Jundi, c:i.1300. 
,..,.- -'IL• _ _, • -



Yon,_-e b;:,i_r,ges been nor,ht filled \'ii th r:srn.bBe ~. 
But ¥1ith sys e:vnk, t;h~t ronneth tor you.re c.hi::n:n.ee. 

Ii• !!.• i. lR4 . .-f~5 

An aptarence ytn,lltid o:,,· ao:.a :mr,~;.yk 
Ae io,zolours pleyen et thise testes iitrete. 29..• .!• 218-19 

?hanne sh.al this eherl, wi tll bely ~tif find to&:ht 
£itl an;/ tabo1.1r ~1i,ter lJeort J~hro,~lit • • • .§.:• !• :~~f1? .. ·68 



In the f'irst place, it is clear that Chat1ee:r either did not . 
knmU" or did 11ot care mich about the theoretieal aspects of :musie. 
His rs-r?4it1ngs preset>.t us ,dtu. &. re.irly represontetive, though not 
a, eonplote, lint 01' the instruments in u~e at that tiroo, ?r~t' he -tell.s 
us very little nbout ensembles. Ile was inte:re!3ted 1?1 the n'U.iie::..v;.;.;; 
mi.ys in which music of' ~ny kindB entered i!lto the 11voa or ri.lJ 
sorts of people in :!'ourteenth...century Engl.and., nnd yet he tells 
us much more about attieteur mu.aieal p&rf{'}:rmc_nco thnn he does about 
the QCtivitieB of the protessional minstrels. 

·• .. 
Ee doubtless rets.irted throughout hi.fl li:fe the interest in music 
which nuy cultured person may have who is by nature endoweli with 
sou appreciation of the ~ and. a certain am.ount of' ability in 
it. 7.'he:re is no reason to suppose, homrver I thnt Ohauee:r was 
equull:,t t:::le:t:ted ir. the .tit,lds .of uusie an:d li te~ituro • • .• 

Was ~euere noon that lyste bet to synge 
Ne lady lustier in earol~nge. 1344-45 

· Considorine; f.:i:18.t we know o:f the eold fnots t1u~t form the outline of 

Chaucer's life, these ime.ges which indicate his impressions of other 

men's occupations are of speeul interest. While there is e. lack in 

quantity or images drawn fron. the o:raf'ts. two of. them are used rB:ther 

Lvr,pression on a woman to IM,tlcing an m.pression on stone. Yet neither 

these nor the others from. era:tts x-evoal a pract!ciue ffilllilinrity with 

?l.,,ah~ucer 0n!l t.l1e Music or the Fourte-:.:u.th Centur-.r;" SpGCulutil~ 
X'YI (1941), 90~91. 

I 
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the details of the trttd.e.. Rather they augcest en outsider looking in .. 

Shakespeare• s imfl.f~l'.'Y shows this sa'.\Zl,ei laek of er!!.t't images~ Oheuce1' 

was a man of Bffairs with e: log.al education,, yet 'he was appa.rantly more 

int-e:rooted. 1:n med:icine and science than in lr,1.w; he wmn a member or the 

upper elass anil ti resident or LoJ1do.n; yeit, ltis freahc.n~t im .. Qge~ &:re from 

humble l'Unll lite. It tnus.t be :renembart;tl th.,.,~t a la.:rge part of ·the 

e.gl?ie'Ul. ture. ir.w.gea are t'ountl in the Ciller' 3 Tal,e, awl in tha".t stoFy 

Chauce~ .s:e~ma to hevt=, d:ropped s.ll co!!ventions and tol1t each detail with 

a gusto that 1.$ in.fe.ctioua. nut b.1.1.1 h~Mi t¢> be fan1ilh.r with sueh see1-1es 

s.a a .horse bei:r .. g shod, a d.ue.k patldline, aft.er her drake• a o&lt :f'1·1sk1nt! 

beside its mother, rill.d e. pifl; ~.ting in its ~dhole, or ha could not 

ha.ve used. t.hE>,.m with sitch detail. The content oT. the images inilieetes 

thl!l.t the f'omili~ity spriiiga tro1~ genuine interest •. Images .from a sea

zman' s l,ife} hint at the se.rne ourtos1ty tow~rd other m&n•.a oocupatlons, 

'but are rit0re s~neral than those from a.g;t"1eultul"6. 

!lias fi!)Ul.'geo:n tourul thut t.n.1ei.l:;$speare hated "l!i.r for "he constantly 

$V111bol1zes it by and associates 1.t wtt.h loud tmd hideous neiee·s 1 with 

groans ot dying nen, with. bra~ning t.ru..~pets e.nd loud churlish dl'Um.11 

cu.mo.rs or h~ll~ 11. 72 Th.ere ie n.o such avere1on to v.mr fou:rid in Ohauee·r. 

Rnther it ta merely e,nothe:r p@,l"t or life to be a.ecepted. To be au.re, 

blows "bite on helmets, 11 ruid t~ets blow 1•olood1 'bnttle · soWl.ds, ~ but 

t:hose images lack the b:0:rror and hatred of war 1 u.nd m1U1Jr of.' the 0th.tu• 

W,ges a..,-oe found ir:, conventional expressions. 

Th.ere are not many 11.i.sgftS from sports and amttse:mel'lts. s.ud this 

luck scareely beor--a out the eustoreary picture of Chaucer as a young 

72 Shakespeare's Imagery, P• 29. 
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but ucst elderly men who were partieul,ex favorites .:tre prone to ree0;ll 

vrit:1 pleosu:re the scenes e;nd incic1ents eon;:mcted with their youthful 

looking on:, hut as by on.o who wos familiar with but. not avid ~bout such 

entertainments. Of ~ourse, heth war and sports were favorite literery 

subjects, and a f:reat rM1ny oon.ventiouul e:t:presaions hHd sprung trom them. 

Yet, it would aee:rn. thnt w.h.o:n he w1-ote the CgIJ.terbuy Tales. Oim.uecr pre-
-· 1 -

.ferred hie books for his mm recreation. 



little of hit~eli'. JJ.though enoh of the otl1€r Cm1tcrbury pilgril:En is 

describeli. iu dctr;il • the chs:ractor of the poet re1:1s.i11s 1n~.1.e. ;\':hen he 

is nentionerr, the ir:d;imation is usually thnt he v:e;l';. e quiet I bookish 

host precedin3 ?:Sir '1'11opae: 

,;ma thanne at erst he looked vp 011 ne,, 
.\nd. seyde thus, t•\~11at Man nrto'fr?tt quod he; 
11Tho,,; lookest as thow woldeot fynde an h.".lre, 
}:"'or euere v_p on the grountl I se thee stare. 

tfJt_pproche necr .and look-e vp m.yrily. 
Now, Wt'.l' :row, sires, :c.:.nd le.t this r.1011 h&ue place! 
Ho 111 the wrast ia slm1ie as l'iiel as I; 
'l'his were a popet in a"l arr1 ten.brace 
:Z:'o:r 1::ny worJJ'1.en, s.mn.l and f,:;;ir of f'Slc-e .. 
Re se:meth eluyssh by his conte:na.tu1ee, 
For vn to no wight dooth he dt1lfaun.ee. 11. J.884-94 

In the House ££, 1rnme I we :fill1 n longer dear!:ri:pticm of Chs.u.ac:r in the eagle's 

Pha:rto:re, as I seJrde, ywy :::\, 
Jupiter considereth this, 
And Rlso, borJ.u sir, r)ther thyngee; 
Tl.-wt is~ that thou b.ast no tyd.ynges 
Of Lcrvci s i~olk yf the:r be glad.El, 
!,ie of noght elles that God :tlD.de; 
Jind n.oght oonly- fro fe;i.· cor,treE~ 
That ther 110 tydynge cometh to thee, 
But o:r thy v,;;irray nayghebores, 
Thut d.uellen elttost n.t thy doros, 
'l'hou ho:dst neyther that ne thio; 
For when thy labour doon cl ys, 
lind. hnot 1w3,d :allo thy rekon~r11t.,;,;os, 
.In. stede o'f resto a.nd ne-..;e thynges, 
Thou goont ho,::. t-o thy houa m1oon; 
Jmd, also domb ns any sto.on, 
Thou si ttest nt another book 
'fyl :t"ully daswed ys thy look, 



And !~·vest 'thn.s ~HB nn hcro!:l:yte, 
A.lthou(th th;l abstynence ys lJl"to,.73 Hou.Sta' !?!, Fe.ms, II, 1541•560 

Th1s p,z.a.sag;e a:p:penrs to refer to the period. during whieh he served 

as Comptrollor of the· customs.. Sueh an oxi5ten.ce may nave been hls habi.t 

wan a keen obsanc:r of the ~eople a.round h.1:r1., Tha i'r.eque.ooy of :imnges. 

drawn from. eom:~o·risons with othel"' :people would .indiCAte that this o.wlll'e-

ness ,of people vms a eonstant one. T"na rnnge of people. uent1.oned is 

Of u1m1 tmd 1110mt.x:-i:n ee we ,~1 also 
!hl::.t ned.ee, 111. oon ,cf thbe te.l"l:l.es tw0. 
This is to seyu in youthe Ol" elles age, 
tie ll'IDOt be rleed, the Jc1tng f.l$, ahnl c pcge:; 
Zo,m in. l1i$ bed, so:rn in the dope l.'les, 
t:1011. in ths !c-l.l"ge teeld sa ye may see; 
~er h.olpt·rth noght, al gooth thnt '.tlJte we~1'(). 
Th;:i:nna :n'l.Sy I seyn thi;.t nl tld.s thyn.r, $0~t de.ye. 

i,nd ~rnyne thua: "Fo::'.' ! ne km1 not i'~rrn''"' 
A 1'1r:!n thot:h that ! l'l!8lked in to Ind'° ., • • 

Kn. T. 3..'Ji?.7-34 - -

• 1?urd. T. :721-22 --
of tho :fn:uily but are both generz.11 in refeM:!noe m:d conventional in use. 



t.o fight~ 

1t.:ue1-~ieh or hem heelp for to .armen other 
As frendly as he were hls owene brother. T. -

55 

l65l.-52 

Agnin. we find: 

/';,..11,S either syde yl~rk as othercs brother ••• ~. !.• 2734 

••• :,e bocn fadres of tMynges 
And. t~les ••• !• .L. 1'.· 129-30 

g_. ·v T. 1434 ::.....• 

~- !•- 2469 

T'he refertsnce to "lusty Venus children. deerc ." Sq. !.• 2'72, treuts 

her i"ollowers as chilrlren. Tho <mly other gcl'!.el'l'21 i;::nges of c~:ildren 

oecur in the conventi.o:::i.111 tems "child amt mnn," 11youth End age," as ex-

See also: 

For hym. ther 't':C}:)eth bothe child and r:i.a.n. 

SPor youthe and. eld.c is o±'tcn at debaat. 

l~y konnyr.r: io BO we.2:ki ·'.1 blisful queen~, 
1:"o!' to tleclsx·e thy grete worthynesse 
Thnt I no nay the weighto nat sm~teno; 
But :us a ahild of tweli' month old or lesso, 
That kam vnuethe any word expresse ~ 

Mill. T. 3230 
~-... 

Hig:ht so fnro I, e.:utl ther rore I yow pre:ve. 
Q..rdeth my sorie:· th.Fit I a'.b.a.l of yow seye. :rrolo1y1~, 

There t-U.-e a number of ili'18.rt,itilS dealing with the id.et,1 of serving or 

.servants~ but r-1.:.,zt or them occur so eonve:o.tioually in. connection with 

~~.71)~~· 
74 Ct. "!rna~;t~s from Lve:rydqr life Occupations," p. 44. 
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serving_ God, a ·1ord, or e. ledy, ae he.x.'dlj' to involve a comparison to- a 

servant.in the :modern aen.se.15 Those which deal with serving a lady 

wen> the idiornatlc language ot lovers. A real se:rvsn.t see.ms to be in-

conatreyned. as a th.rel,~ Frank. !:. 7-69. 

W-.uen the Ce.non's Yeoc...an tinds the:t he os.nr~t express his feeling 

about the Oauo:n, he complains of the inability or hie tongue to serve 

his m.ts. Chaucer wee apparently fond ot pe:r.sonif;rln~ ports of the body 

and. ahowi?ttg their relationship by the use of a f1gurntive noun, adjective, 

or verb. 

Ju to symple 1s ~ tonge to pronounce, 
As ministre of ny w.1 t, the double~sse 
or this ohanoun ••• c. Y. T. 1299-1301 ..... .......... 

In the description ot Cuoto.noe by the young men oi" the town, who vi.rtu• 

ally dissect her and extol the virtues or _oech pert of her body, her hand 

ia t1ministn of fredm:1 tor al;r..esSC,'" ~ 1_ .. !• lGS. 76 0th-er such images 

oeeur with both Nra.inistert' and. ttexecuttnr .," 

The destinee, .m1n1st:re f,renere.l, 
?hat e~ecuteth in the world oueral 
The 7.:,:rue iaunce that God he.th sey.n. bitorn • • .. 

Kn. T. 1663•65 - -
75 Cf. "Images from Learning," p. 69. 

76 Cf. "J.n:iscellaneous Images," p. 82 
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Yont, freseh, .and et11ong, in e:ri:;;ee desirous 
As any baohiler· ot al his houa.. .§g_. !• 23-84 

Thia sotted pre.est, who Wt'tll r.r;ladder than he, o. Y. T. 1341 -- ........ 
Nt1 knyt.;ht in ~1rme!! to doon nn rJ.~.lrdy dede, 
To stox1de in gr.!tCe of hh ltld!r deore • • • 

indicate aoq,ueintance with ty;pee ot' ;p·eo:ple, but since the it11~6roe spring 

tron1 their occupations thej' ·he.vo been included in. the :p1-evi.ous chep,ter.78 

of sooietr .. 

:S'ame, he would scarcely have kn.own S'IJC.h 11eoplo ·woll enough to draw :trom 

_public hol1d(,ly and the C:.)."atii'1entit>n of morbitl curiosity, i.t is signif• 

with Trivet's Chronicle, wns a.tided by Cbaucer .• 79 

nc.:ue ye n.nt soyD. som tyme a pele ffl.O&, 
.. ~ng e. :preeo, of h~-:m that hr.-lth be lad 
Towmrcl his deeth,. :,,;he:r· as h~mi gs.t. no erace, 
And swiah a colour i:n his f'aoo hath ht;d, 
1:.:en r~ygh.tc knowo hie face that we,s bietad, 
.1\tlongee alle tho fttoea iu that route? 
So stant Custm:1.ce, a.nil looketh hire t1boute ... 

i:\ look of fen-?' oear.:i-!ilionetl by just the Ol)posite eircmlStanoe 1-s doseribed 

by the tlummouer .. 

Ye loken as the ;,rode were ful of· theuys. 

'79,,, Ch":..,.~,"'-0·"". ".!.,,_._r .• •::'.bo,""1.:"._. (1' ... '.,.,. .. , .• -.-"'.,.·.'=.---1~ .. •. 'l'i" '" ,"ro"'t" ,·,~1• f",..-.,...,~~1· .. "<:17·\ _, ..,_., ,. __ -_._>;! Ltz,,. , _.... u.o.·- ,. • '-'• ., •• ,..._, '·"''·'°"' ,,,.,,,,l,,._,,..,,.) ,- J,'."c .•. J t 

pngo mn.--
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.,Thief" 1s nlso applied to death in the conventional figure: 

Ther cam a :pryuee theei\ rum olepeth d.eeth •••• ?rad. T'. G75 --
Yet a sense of S!rL",Pathy hovers in the 1:rn.aees draffll from the restraint 

plsced on a oopti~e. 

Thus lial.ke I,. lyk a restelees c-ayt~rr .. Pa.rd. T. 728 --
ll..nd stille he lay as he hadde been yboundth 

Perhaps Chaue-er ehos& a most fmrllinr picture, even as it 1s today, 

o.t e drunJmrd for comparison with Arcite~s bewilderment, yet this oo.mm~u,t, 

so rich in vivithtess, could heve be.en :mode by no mn tnditterent to his 

neighbors •. 

We fr,ren as he that dronke ia as ~ :mous. 80 
A dronke :nan woot wel he heth an h.ous, 
But he noot tihich the rir,hte wey is thid£:r, 
R.nd to a dronke man tJlB way is alider. !a• '11 .. 1261-64 -

'l'h.e s~ uncertainty in the course or human life is expressed 01 

the image ot pilgrims II not :nec,~sse:rily untortunetes of society_, but at 

least wanderers .. 

This. world nys but e. thurehf'a.ro tul ot wo, 
Ar.d we been pilgrj711es, passy~ to s~d fro. 

Ohouoer apparently ha<l a tolernnt understt1J1diug ot the eoi~n people, 

Of sondr.t do·nteg thue they im:iglr: e.nd trete .. 
f,.s le.wed peple t'tom.eth comu11l.y 
or thyngea th~t been ma.ad ;n.<J,ore subtilly 
?nan they ko.n in hir letmd..'less.e COC'tJ}reb.e.nde, 
They d£J!:!en gladly to the bndder ends-. .2.li• 

80coo:r.'On eomp:5.rison in older English.. Cf., i!J. E. P-rol., 246; Smat, 
&"':trly Erufl.ish P;roverbs, ~.;umber 214, P• 90. 



60 

to be oonsiderod figurative in o.ll osse.i:1- Not only is it n;pp11ed to -f.t. 

t10.n 1
81 but el.so ton lion,82 rain,83 and fire.84 The1•e is .g suf'f'ieiently 

As he were wood, with face deed, and pale •• ,. .Kn. T. 1578 - -
in the f'ollo'l.dng lines. 

This trere cem. ae he were in a rage ••• $um-. T. 2166 
. - -

to other people, ,re 1~1:iid. that ·S; large p1-oportion of them are conv~nttonal 

or not J:)f.!rticularly pteturesque. Especially 1.s this true of the upper 

trs.its not usu~lly aeac:riboo that h111 iiliugce s1:-1•ing fro!'!l. his own hr.ip.res

sicns. From thnt :.f ~,ct, we could eon,elad.e ei thor tha:t Cht\neer found people 

on such smell ev:tdenee, but it is sef.e to asnume that the im.."tges do 

subst0;ntiate the picture of a mnn wbo saw lite all o.round hil!!, ·not Just 

that beside ldlih His chareotel' portraits of the Cm1terbury Teles h8"ve 

ot men.. The wages or;J.y substantiate the:t reputation. 

550'7 ,. 3£!'~3, 5846, 3848; Kn. T.. 145Q • 2651. 
~. !• 2152. 



tot' evid.enee or the oxteut to ,;t:hioh 1 t :is b1.1sed on his :ra~ding. Ir. the 

pl"->logue to the te~'l'.end £.t ~ ;<onen, as he scti: :forth his ides,l!i of the 

t icn.1.e.ble. 

Than m.ote we to bokes that we fynd.e, 
Thurgh :Nhiche that olde thynges ben in mynde, 
And to tho doctrine or these olde. v1yoe, 
Yeve crer.once, ir. every ekyli'ul wise, 
Tb.i1t tellon. oi' these olde npprevcd stories 
Of' holyne1;rse, oi' rsgnen, of. victories, 
Cf love, of h(jl_tfi, of other :::onrlry th inge;:.i • 
or w'hiche I may 11.0:t ir ... r.:ken rehers:ri.ges. 
And ~tf tllet olde 'bokcs were nweye, 
Yloren werf', oi' rerr.tembr·aunce the l~eye .. 
i:iel ought us the.:nne honouren rutd. beleve 
'These bokesi, there · we han noou other px-evo. 

1md "!'is for me, though. tht,,t I kon.no but lyte, 
On bokeB for to .rede I .tie <iE:lyte 1 

/,.nd to hem yi ve I feyth ard t'ul credt:ince, 
,4.ud in .my"l"l hert,e hnve hem in re,verenee 
So hertcl~r, thnt thcr 1.e gaT:.e noon 
Thmt fro f,1-y bok(:~ r.mket.h :me to g,oon0 

11ut yt be seldO..':! · 011 the holyds;r, 
Save, certeynly, whnn that the t10nth a.f May 
Is come11, rmd the.t I ·htre the fouleB s:tn..g;o, 
.And. that tho .tlourE.H:, gynmm for to sprynge, 
Yir'trt~wel ray bok, r.nd m.v devociount P:r.ol. L., of a:. :7. 

~ ~ t~' -1·7-i1<n-.d!lX •. , · -,,,., 

.tgain: he n.edicm.s being the poa.oo&ftor of sbt)' books,8? a oonsiderable 
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bod:? of a fmm t.'b.ile n to1; e.arrier1 1 t of:t. This iiccount of the hounds 

!le str:;ruo as dide the .noun.des for t1u.t boon; 
They foglrte al dey Y and yet hir ptart was noon. 
'!'hor earn a 1.7te, whil they ~e-re so wrothe • 
That bar &we:;r tl~ boon bitwixe hem bothe. lt..11.. !• ll'i'l-80 

The clost2 of.' the Ilie.d deser.ibas the lamentations tor Heetor,89 but 

t. . l .... t-?'_,,,., ~ .. , ... ~. _ .... e ...... :0-.;~ .. :-~ i_"" -_r,. __ .,,so Cuaueer :reed the neeom:t in :1 ...,&t.i:'.'.! vel"31on O,i. _...., ~ ...... _,, # ,,, .. 1.1. .. _po = {R;:"'"'""" 

88ch~rlef~ Helm (etlitor), Aesop's P::ibles (L€-ipzig: Teubner, 1852}, 
:tiu.~rJar 24? .• 

8th:.001~ "A "i"n."' ~na ".,..,.A. oAi·t"""" u .;'"I ... ~':I:, J._ .:c_:.,~.,,. v.,;. 4-:-.._;.v ~"j _ U ~.--L.ir.. w. 
{01;:ford Classical Texts, lSlS). 

90:rhore is no evitJe-:i:10-e that Chtiucer read Creek. Petrm"eh had a copy 
o:r T::orier, but he could :fiad. n-0 one- to te'"!.ch hirn to read_ it. YZilli~ Dmith 
{ed.itor}, I~ ~1't;ll.£.t 01-assieel Dictionar3;·_ (Raw 1'ork:- A"nerioan Book Company, 
19J!J} • :p. J.::SH ... Dnr('S, 3 priest of Ee1ih?est1ts (vulcan} :>:1t '5':roy, mentioned 
in the Iliadt to wx:om ;,ms ascribed in. m1tiquity, an 1liau., bel1e't"ed to be 
mnre m1cient th~n the ~omerie poero1s. "i~ia ,:.'ork, which we.e uu1loubtw.Uy the 
work of a Eoptist 1 is lost; ·t,ut t!r.e-re is e~tn!:t t: !:..atln work in pl."ose in. 
44, oh~ptt:it"S, on the dactructio-n or- 7roy, bet:1:rint; the titlG T'f,s:,;re.!J2_ ?h-rygi~ 
~ Ercci•Ho 1~Jec fil.storif1, an.d purporting to be a tra:c.ala.tion of the work 
or :J1:rr0s by Cornelius ·r;e:,o~. But the lti,tiu work is e-vidently o:f mtH"";h later 
or'igin; n1d is m.1pposed by sorae to have been written eveu aa lete as the 
tvmlfth century." 
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or Dictys. 91 :tatiu tll3:d vern.ncular :ra-\,orh."in.gs of Dru.-as es--pc-:eially oore 

favorite source FJG:teriul i'or .rnedioval vn-1 te:,,,a. 9~ 

~o greet ~pyng t-.rtiB ther noon, ee~tr:.yn, 
1!ba11 ·ictor· wBs 11l1roght, .el fressh :tsls.:m 

T .. 2831-53 -
1\pparen.tly the refe:ren.ceo to hunting in Thr~ee also CP.Jr.e frorr:. on~ of t!le 

follows the general tlesertptions of hunting in Threce, exeept that boars 

long Hone:rie type- of epic simile •. 

To cht7J111:gen gun. the colour in hir :faee, 
Right s_s the huntenl in the re{?,ne of 'n'aca .1 

11'h.f;;t stoLdeth at the gnppe with u spere 1 

tihan hunted is the leoun 01• the bere, 
Lind hereth h}w. come russhing in the greues, 
.i'\.n~l brelreti1 bothe bowes and the leues 1 

.oond th!n.keth, .. Here. eom.eth my r.10rtal enecy? 
Withoute fail.le, he noot be deed, or I; 
l:'or ou:t1:1er 1 rr.>ot sleen h~ et the gnppe, 
Or he .noot sle :me, if tlu;t. we myahappe, ,. __ 
.So ferden th$y in ellaun1;yng of llir b.ewe! 
fte fer as e11.n"ieh of' hem oother Jrnewe. 9 K."l. !• 1637-48 

knight's steed 1s c~~red, is described at lenrr,th in thb t,eneid. 94 

Sl1~ id ....... 14ts _!?.:_, !.!• o. 
work in t,:}t1n of the Tl-ojan war. divided 11:.to six books, mid entitled 
Enh~eris Belli TTOjani• proi'essi:ug to be a journp.1 of the leAdh1s; events 
of the ·war. In the :pre.face to the work ~ are told that it w~_:3 composed 
b~r tlictys of Cnomms who e:ecompen1ed !tlomeneus to the Trojan v;:qr; but 1 t 
prohPbli· belongs to the tine at the Rome.rt m_pire." · 

92tatin: Guiao delle COlo:m1e, 'Ristorie. f.Jestructionie T:rojae; Old 
.Frrmc\u. Benoit tle Ste. t!ore,, Romnh de ?roie; ~iddlc n~glish: A::mn., 
Gostt~ Hvsto:i:-inle 2£:. the Destruction. of Troy, etc. For :rurther inf-01 .. -
n·1.:.1tion, sB,:1 '~'. a. S.chofiel,1, FJ>§lish Literatu.r-5 frot:.1 ·the :·Jorn.rm Conouest 
to Ch1,>u.ecr, (L<mdo:u, 1931) ~ ~p. 286-B9. - -

94 II, 157-249 



f5wieh wond.1--ynf; was thel: on this ho!".'.:: of bras 
's't1<>t Civn -+-1,e urete $"""'8 ..,..;~. f;'-1.-.,., ... "'W."" 

.-'.i.. • .._,,_ ~"li.· v~i _· t~ . . - u;t1 !.c '!i<.IJ.. J...1.·v.,·!Ci: !.~·.:.L~t-

:{her us uen vrondreden on an !10-:rs f!J.ao,. 
He V)'!W the.r swioh a won.d~.rng as was tho. So. T .. 305-00 

......... ·-

! trowe at TToye. when :Pim.is brck the 1:;al, 
Or Yl.ion brom1e, T"nebcs the: citoo, · 
fa1t Ro.me, for the hsm thttrgb Hanybnl 
'f.h.nt Rot."'ltl.y:Us hath venquysshod tymc.s th!'e t 
lfo.s b~rd sv.ich tenure we],)yng. for :pi tee 
Ao in the eh. .. "W.bre was :rar hir t1eparty!lge. g. !:.• .!• 288-95 

with Aenea8 tor the l.ove of' LRvinin 1n the Aeneid, gg the deaths of Paapa:,~ 

arnI Julius Gcosa.r in Plutnrch., and. the poisoninc of: Socrate-$ in the writ-

:Pt'I.JNlUt-mture in thilke lcrge book 
l.Jhich that ~n cle:pe the heueue ywriten was 
With aterres, wha.n that h* his birthe took .. 
Thet he fo1~ loue sholdc han his deth., allas! 
For in the steyres, elerer than is glRs, 
Is writen, god ,roots who .so koude it rede,
The deeth of eue.ry r-,.an. with o'l.1te:2· d.rede .. 

961· 1' ~-·· ''"'"'01,.~ • -.+ v-::; 1 ,{'}u- .. u ........... 21-30 • 

9?chsueer wn.s B.ecu~i:r;.tcd witb the Teseid.e of Boccaccio and the Tb.eb:;dd .... 
o:f Stat1us, both o.f which deru. v<Iith the destruction of {!!Thebes the eitee 

98.?,.e:neid, Bo-ok 12, lL 901 rt,,, Edited. by P. A. Hirtz.el (Oxi"ord 
Classicoi ~exts ~~ries, 1919). 



I . .n sterret1, im:t.ny a ~nte1· ther b1torn, 
tJa$ wri te:o. the deeth or F',;etor tlcllUles, 
Of ?o:mpey, It!.lius, er th6)y \\<are born; 
?he atrrr of Thebes Md of Hercules, 
Of Sampson,. T11:rnus, ro.,".d of Socrates 
~:r.ne deeth; tiut 1;1em1es w1 tte~ ben so d.1.tlle 
Toot no wight ken wel rode it ntte full.th 
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1ulius Oaeear,'s t1•iumpbs are mentioned, a..-id aao:ribed to tucen. But there 

soet1s to be ~ rdsteke ,for tucan lo.me:n.ted thet Cf.!lesar had· no triuruphs.100 

Y~t, neyertheless~ ,.to 'the ?P.sm of Law, it was .tucut.1 who described thet-.:t in 

detail, and either Chtiucer or later acbolare which have confused the 

sources. 

r,inught trowe r the trinmphe of Iulius. 
Of wl-1iah thet Lucan ma.keth swich a boost, 
Wf.Ul roialler ne m.oo:re euryus 
Th.an was thae:sembl.ec of tllis blistul oost. M. t. T. 400-03 ..... ~ ..... 

Im.Rgt1a of Ia.son and 1>@.ris, who,. like the falcon, deserted their faith

ful .mis:traseen, ere f'ron1 Ovid. Lroneoh,101 sooordtng to the Billl6,was the 

SO rauysshed., as 1t seme--J. for the io;e, 
Toot neuere Inson ne :Puryu, or 'l'roye-.... 
la.son'? cei·tes, ne noon oot:he:r wan 
Syn. Lem.eth was, that aldorriret b1ga:n 
To lQUEHl two* 20 wrtten folk biforn •• ., £!1• :.t• 547 ... 51 

JUthough Ovid men.tio.ns Pe~sus 1 1t is n.o.t -in oonneetiam tl.(i.th his 

And s.eyd.en H we.a lyk the Pegtrnee, 
The horf'i that he.dde t',,r:nge.H f'or to flee ...... 

lOORobinson' $ note, complete •Jo:r.ks £!.. Oheu.e<:!r, p .. 797. 

10laenes1s 4: 17 • 

207-08. 



Tho stor:i' of J::eroit1JlSus :!ind Ileaol.02 ru.d m.tt:nticm. of the vale ot 

Ct;lgo_pheyelOS occur in Ovid.. Aurelius, suttering ~- unrequited love, 

And dye he ao8te,. he seyde,. as dide 1:kt·m 
For m1:roiss-us, th~t dox--eta r.,,,_~t telle. hir ,-ro. If.rant. 1.~ 951 ... 5:2 

ru1,l Ohrist1n:n1ty occurs wher.: Jo.nus, the t"-.«l-.b.eaded god ot' beginnings ~nd 

Iiinus e1t by the f~r.t·, with double b~rd. 
i,~d. drynlreth of his bugle horn the ~n; 
BU'orn .b:y.m etant brnwen of: the tusked sr~-n, 
:;cn.<i 1'riowel ~· cr1etn. e:u.ery lusty EJEJl. ~...nk. T.. 1252-55 -

Thyng tbat I apeke, it moot 'he bare imd pleyn, 
l sleep. n.euere on the mou..'l'lt of ! aniaso > 
He lerned lJarcus Tu.lliur:i e-otthcro.104. Frank. T. 720-22 

A lon~ aeries of 1m.pl1ed il?..eges oeeurs in tho Fren1tl1n' s TE.le "?ihich 
. ------

et first seen to infliente th~t Chance~ read ~dely in order to compile 

102 Ovid, Metmr.o:rnhoses, III, 5S9-5l0. 

104':'his may hevo beon e. frequent misspelling by scribes. 
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Included only ::bout half' of t-he cxa::nples tound, i:u Jerome, and it would be-

! wol be trewe v-n to ti.rueragus, 
01: re.ther sle my self i:n so.m manere, 

As did.e nem.e1on13 dOGhter. deere 
'.3:y osuse that she wolie nut defouled be,. 

o Oedasus, it ts tul greet pitee 
To red.an how thy c1oghtren deyde 1 ua3l 
'm-1-'?tt slo>iie hem sel:t for swich. me,.,"ler O.flS. 

J1e greet a pitee, 't'ITtS it or wel m,oore, 
The Th.eben mey,uen that '!.or Ntehrmore 
'Eiir aeluen slow, xirht :tor swicb. t.1aJ1ere wo .. 

Another Thebnn rari,:,·,lBn .:Ude right so.; 
:f(;r oon of.' liiticedonyc had.do hire oppressed, 
$11,e 1~1tl1 hir dea,.tll hir 1-ru:,yd.Einhrul redressed ... 

'.Jhat ah0,l r sey .of }iyceretes wyf, 
T11rci.t t'or swich c&o birn:tto hir self hir l;vf"? 
Eow trev.'O eek wat1 to ,\.leibiatlea 
'Hi.a lenif.~ tlurt rather f'or to dyen clwe~ 
Tl:mn for to saf:tn his bofiy 'V'nburyed be. 

to which R v.·yf w:J.$ J.loeste,quod she. 
t?hHt seith OJ/lE)l" ot goode Pen.olop.ee? 

Al Grece krwo<:eth of hir crmsti tee. 
P2rdct~e of Laodora::ra is v1ri ten thu.u: 

That v1han ai; 11'.'roye was slayn Prothesel1.uB, 
;;10 leng:er wolde she lyue nfte.:r 111s dri~ 

The same of noble Porcie. telle ! .rrmy; 
tVith oute Brutus koude she 11.et 1yue 
To wb.otn Sl'h.6 hadde !tl hool hil* l!cr-te ye::ue. 

'l"ne parfit wi:!1,od. of Arlhenes:ve 
11onoure(1 in thurf;h al the Ba1·btrr;fc., 

O Teuta queene th;r ,;;ifly c:r:uJsti tee 
To nlle wyues m,.:i,y 8 rn.trour bee. 

T'na emu.e th,ne ! scyo of :BUyea, 
fJ:!:' Rodogoue ru:i.a. eek, V ale.ria. 
Thus pleyned Dorigene a day or tweye .... Fran!:£,.!.• 1424-57 

Iouynym:1, '·' f3urJ.. 71. 1929. lOS -- . 

l05J"~ro:s.e, i:Idversus J'ovink.mu'.l J!1.. Source~ ~ A:u~.lormes, pp .. 595 .. 97. 

lOGrM tt;:r..,..tU'"'"'· T?m,.s,.~-,·, " "" li;. ~..j... ~"of°' ,,i:,W ,i.J'!:M;,.-.;_:'·:.,V*t, t ., Jt• .V• 



Vnder h.i:s breRt he ba::'lr it ooore seeree 
Th~n eue-re dide l?amph1lus for Galathee., 

& favorite- hero, Sir Gawain. 'I'h.a strange knight 

Salueth kyng @J1a. queene end loroes elle, 
B;v Ol'{'l.re, s.a they aeten 1n th.e tl.!tlle. 
With so heigh reuere:ace und obeisaunce, 
Im w,;;l in ~IIBChe ti$ in eon:teneuuce 1 

That C:a'lf.-eyn, \'..'ith his olde m: ... ~eisye, 
Thogh he wm .. "e cone A{!ayn out of f2 i~~, 
rc:e kou.de hJ,rm nert ~mende with a '1.'i-Ord .. 
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So. T., tl-S'i - -

., ... Em.press o:f pi."'Opler,,, ot Jr"''::!ny t,gnr:ues, who w;,;;.s so oorrtJpted 
by licentious vice that she rr-~le lust lawful in her l~ttd to take 
t:1w:1y the searJ.o.al i:rto wh.ieh she wus brought; she is &:mirlfi.min, o:t 
who11. we r.eaa that she sueeeoded 1'Iinus, beiug his wif0, snd held 
trH:' lnw:l which the ~oldm1 rules .. 107 

And f"i:ry Phebus rise-th vp so· brighte 
Ta.at ol the orient lau€:heth of "the lights ..... 

Kn.·T. 1493-94 - -

ni1'1eati.t then their onisdon.. The "'lor:e of :teal.ty required of' e med1evel 

l07Johi"l D. S1ne-la.i:r (ed1tor} • Dlv1:ne Colll04;l. (Loudon: John ta..11e,. .1939) 
P~ 75 . 

lOSc:r. l?urf$atori e; I, 20. "Th~ !air plm:u)t that prompt:e to love m..,~e 
ell the east lauP,:.h"'. 
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:pre.ctiee o.f courtl;iy love during his de,ys as n squire and lator ea an ob-

But ! \\-Olde ht1,tH3 f'ully pos.sessioun 
or :fmelye t:lwi tlyo in thy saruyse. 

And zpern:1on it in Vonun heigh seruyse. 

.. . . !E-_. 'f. 1923 

!!!.~ T. t?.242-43 

!£t· m 2487 .& .. -
!;! .. !• 1814 

Thus ho.th shf: tt>JCTJ hi.r serufl.::lt a:nd hir lord,.; 
,~Jer,1:mt ill loue an.{1 l_ord in I~rriage • . •. I'rrl:tl,. 

1cP.1ly cUsastrous. nther l-:e wan t.tsyk and wood for loue, n !g_. !• 1600, 
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shot by love'e arrow. 

Frank !• 111.2 

But I was hurt right nO\li thu1·rchout my eyelOO 
Into J.'1,j'll h~rte. thet wol ~· bane 'bo. 11!:.• !• 1096-9'7 

I.oue h~tb: hia tiry dllirt ao br~1rmyn;:::l:r 
Ystiketl thm:ch r.~y treite cc.roi'ul herte, 
Wh.n.t shitipen was .my deeth erst th~u Qy .iahe:rtG. 

Since betttut:;r 1a responsible :for love-s1oknoss • benut~· is earn to do the 

WOUXid.ing Ol' killing. 

And w1 th th~It stghte hir beauteo hurte hs:ro so, 
That; if trfrrt l'c1b:a10n rm~ wol.mdad eoor.e, 
Areite fa hurt aa .mu.eb:o e.s n.f:., or r,.ooro. !!l- !• 1114-lG 

The fros.she beautoe sleeth m sod.eynly 
Of hire th.et ro.meth in the yonder lJlaee • 
itnd but I ha.u.e hir .Of:ro.y iind hir gr-ttce, · 
Thr,t I mJt seen hire nt the · leeste weye, 
I ru-i.11. but eeed; tiier nys naw.o.ore to ~.1e-yo. lill.• .!• 1118-22 

Kn. T. 1567 - -
ll!<>. one ha-s been able to define. love sucoessi'ully-1.t ha.a too mru1Y 

It is figuratively spoken of e.e a ti.re a~d sometimes oot1.po.roo to t-he fire 

tha:t burned in V~rs wh~.n he wo..o. smit-tell wi.th love o:f' Venus. 

!"or thilke ~r~ thnt v1hllor;1 bren.te thee, 
;ts t;ol cs thilk0 fyr :now brcnr~.eth ne • • • !&• .!• 240f.i-"'04 

.For thilke po:me n:ad. thilke hote f~"r 
In r..::hich thaw: whilori hre:.:1:0:e~t !01• c.eoir, 
·r1hen tlt~.t tho·w veec,est tile 11eauteo 
Of r.ei:re, yone;e, rressho Vonw:r, free •• •!!:• !• 238.5-86 

The:r.ns he hfid<'.!e his f~.moronse de.si:res 
His eomplci,1tc I r,;1d :fo:::r loue his hote f'yres • .. • 

K11. !• 2801-,62 
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11.'hat al 111.r h.ote l.oue tAnd hil" tlesir, 
,\lld al h.1.r bi~~,, to1im0t1t,, end. hi.r f'yr . 
f.ie tJueynt, or turnec:1 in u.uother r>1Hoe1!0. . !!::.• !.• Ja'319-21 

Woatow nt>:t wcl the olck', clB:rkes ~~we, 
That 1~,11ho aha! :roue u louor~ tu,y lawe'?t1 
touc 1s n ::::r{}ttor luwe, by my pan, 
'1.1han w:1y be :veue to au:r erthely zoo.n; 
And theri"ore pos1tii' lrawo and swich d.aeree 
Is broke c,l d.ey for louo in <1tt.'}h degree .. 111 

The first S.O!iluere of the cause a'boue, 
;;:nan he f'irat r~ic.e: the fa.ire ch'eyx1e of' loue t 
Gr.aot \'i!?:G the:f'feet, and heitfh w£,~S his entente., 
We:l wiete he, vthl' HW:l. viht,t thc:roi' h~ i:1cntf:. · 
for v:i th tJ:ui,t faire eheyne ot loue he bond. 
The fyr, the eyr, the vmter. r:,nd. the l-0:nd. .. 
lu cortey11 botmdes, thut th,1lJ', :mc,y tlAt 1'lee.112 

tJhau mnistrie co!'l.th, tho eoct ot' louo e.non 
Ilete'bh hise wyi:gea • ,an.d to.1•wel, ht.i ii:., gon. Fro.nk. :1\. 765-66 

He kn~rght 1:n ~rJ.1'tei3 to «oon ~.u h,'1l"(tY' t!ede, 
To sto::i,fo il: grace ,:if his l.r.dy c!ea:ire 1 

The.n tlfidde thi::J p.:rec~t thi.s r:o:r~, cruft to leGre. 
c. 134'7-

lll"Imscot:: from Everyday Life and Occupations," p. 43. 

112 This image might sc,e:a not to belonr he:r-e lJ but appo.rentl3r it refers 
to lo'Ve b".'ltween the sexr:.s. 
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the Bibliod im.sges sho.i1l1l in.d.i.01:1.to something of hie religious t1•air:d.ng. 

to compare her esoa.po to tho1::e of others 11:ho h~d. received prov1c1ential. 

asstst~:nce e.t a c1•it1cal. t1mn.113 Dtm.iel's eeoa:pe trom the lion's den 

Uen :w~'f,'ht~n m:::l{e!l wh:T a!:m wets noght sle::;-a 
li'.elt t,t tht1 fecte"i' tlilO rnyght,e hir b~<'!y eaue'? 
And I ;i:n.'iwor(i:, to thr,.t rlem~unde ~rn, 
V/ho- suuei1 D-.1n;;el 1n the hu:r:ri.blEi cuua 
""h"'"' 1-~U"''....,. t·•i"·},~. "'"''U"' 1'1'' ... ,...i.,,;.,,.,,.. r.-.-.r~· ,...._"U'"' ~ 1$.~i!.~~,. ..,.. ~:,·.J~ d ot-'~ t:;1fo.J. :V· ,,.;i_,, . .:,. ~· ~,w:1'.I" .J. ,E.t:..... ,..:., V"iJI J, ,~,.' A !. ..t'W.J.9 Q t 

t':,1ne w.1 th the leoun 1~rete er he ~:storte'? 
r{o wight 'but cod, tha.t he blitl' i:n llis herte. 

equa.lly popular .. 

~nio kepte Jonas 1::1 the f'isshtHi 1:mwo 

M. L .. T. 470-75 - - -

Til he was spouted V;_) l'.ii.t N~rni1uee" !• 1.• T. 485-8? 

113.Fren-ch, fl Chnueer Ifp.ndhook, p. 231. includes 11.r,,es 470-504 and 
925-945• i,0011.z Ch11ucer' e 3dilitio:·:1s to the t!ue o1' Gh .. .urt~nce. 



\'.iel ;n.ar ri1f.1n knowe it w1:1ti no wie3:ht but he 
Th.ct kepte peple :~b.re,yk from. 11.ir fren.Cb!"'l'lff.e, 
'i':i th d:cyt) fcmt thurgb. out the see l,'.HH!'fiyr1,r;e. !:1• 

;!ow r.w:;1 this woyk.a wo:y.z:mn rum this t'.Jtrongthe 
Hir to def'ene!e aguyn thiLJi l:'€·:1egnt~~ 
Ci Colier;, vm'.'le£,1Jl"able of lsngthe, 
How ~J;htc ;:;i;:.;u,id raaJ~ thee ao r:iaet, 
Go yong im.d, ot eri..auft, so doeolrrt? 
Eow e.01·~;te he lm.>ke vpou thy· d.redful :t'aoe? 
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\Jel mr.:y r:teii seer: it was but gc1lib:,s grrt.ee. 1:1. L. rr. 931}-38 - - -

IIJ,1:ll ·tbynl:etb. ve:i:•rtd11clw· t.bt,.t he idl'\.Y sll 
Noes f'locc eo:rne wtilvrn.r; as the ao e 

t.1i11 •. 3516 -
Mill .• 3560 -
:Mill II T. :5015-16 

the mother of the nurde:rod boy i:i. IhH1hel-even th()ugh ·the boy ?Ja& lm:urd.ered 

by J'ews.114 

Aud ~siu:,.n we beer, togid:t."'OS eueriehon 
Euory !.1£:m smi1eth a f)rtlouon. 

Vw.aetbe :yehte the r;eple t.hm.t lfma there 
This ne11m llMhel bi-yr.gen f'ttl his uoa:re. Prior. 1816-17 

ll4rn ~,1atthet.· 2:13~ Hache1 e::,"'llboli:1:es nll Jewish noth~rn viee:pin.g a:fter 
the sl~>..ichter of the buocentf~. I!r.. Joseph Dwight pointe. out thnt this 
passage was :rentl rct the Nt1iss Q:n the Pea.st of the Holy ln.noce.nts. en.d 
Chaueo;r 1ua~;1 have been scquninted with i't t:.1ere.. C .. :ff. rtob:inoon, Complete 
Works, p. 841. 

ll5Cf .. I1n.E1geo t'rom Secular Liternture, p. 65 • 

ll6 Cf. !nr:ifJ:H; from Seculnr Li terrtture, p. 54. 



er1emy camp of B:olofernes and received his attentions until she could 

thrust a dagger into his he-art. 

tv'ao yar Iudi th eorage or hardynesse 
?o sleen hym Olofernus in his tente. 
And to deliueren out of wrecchednesse 
The peple of god? I seye, for this entente, 
'l'ha t right as god spirit of vigour sen te 
'.fo hem,. and saued hem out at mesehaunoa. 
So santa ho myght and vigour to Gustuunoe. M. L. T. 93945 - ....,,... -

The story of the beggar Lazarus. who was taken to heaven while the rich 

74 

mau lay iu the torrnouts of h(;ll. has helpod many a prir;1st lead hi:a flock. 

We lyue in pouerte a.ml in abstinence, 
And bu rel folk in richesse and dis pence 
Of meta ::tnd d.rynk, aud in hi.r foul d,B 11 t, 
Y7e han this worldes lust al in des pit. 
Lazar and Diues lyuotlea diuersly. 
And diuerse guardoun h;:.d.de they ther liY. ~· !.• 1873-78 

l.uuong the occasions of God's porJer of exertion. -to which Ousta.1100'0 

escape is compared. we find tvi1.o miracles of C'nrist. Tho first ooneerns 

th~ feeding of ·the :five tbousi:n:d, and the i::econd ref'ors to hin calming 

the ragi:ng waves. 'l'he first is au especially popular story. 

li'yue thous and folk it wns a grae t meruaille 
g1 tll loues fyue an<:t t'isshas t.wo to .fede. 
God sento his .foyson a.t h;ir grete nede. !• b.• !.• 502-04 

Vino bad the foure spiri tz of tempest 
That power hantn.noyen lond and see. 
Bothe north and south, a.r ... cl also west and est, 
11 Anoyeth nei thor :zo ne land 110 tree tt7 
Soothly, the cuim:mdour of that wae he 
That fno the tempest e.y this v.<Jiiman kepte 
As wal whau sl1.s woolc as whan she slapta. ill.• .1:!.• !• 491-97 

Later ca.th.~)lio religiolls his·t.ory is rapresented. in the reterance to a 

r1aiu t i\~ary, who 1i vod forty-seven years in the wilderness to meditate on 

a youth of wemtonness. 

~1:ler myghte this woo.man met~ and drynke haue'? 
Tnre yeer and mooree how lasts th hire vi tatille? 
W'.ao fedda the illgipc.ien Marie in the ca.ue, 
Or in desa1·t'? no wight but Crist. ~ faille. fil• 1• !• 498-501 



Saint ?Jicholas is also mGntioiliJd.117 

But ay v.trn.:n 1 romemb1·e on ·this maters, 
f)aint Nicholas stern t euere in my pret%l'lCG 
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For h(:) so yong to eris t did.0 reuer(, "lee. ,?r_iir •• !• 1703-05 

Co:ns tc.r:ce' s need i' or a clHimpion such as Iudi th had is expressed in the lines= 

Allas. Custaunoe, thou hast no champiounl 
Na fighte kanstorJ noght, so w~ila.way! 
13ut he that s tarf :Cor oure redempcioun 
Ancl bond Gathan and ye't lyth ther he lay, 
So be thy stronge ch:vnpion thir.:J day! 
For. but if Crist or,Hm miracle kythe. 
t1itl1011te:a gilt thow shalt been slayn a.c s1:,ythe. 

\l. 1.· 1· 631-37 

'L'his pa::,:r;a.go containo a i'e:foronce to tll@ rneiieval belief in Christ's 

to froe ,:.11 those who had died before hi::; e2,,rthly birth.118 

H.ir othes b-een r:1 o grete and so dampnabla 
That it is grisly for to heere hem swore. 
Ouro blissed lortloe bo11y they to tore,~-
Ham thought., tllat Iewes re:nte hym ynough. ~· 1• 472-75 

Judas has becc>rne the symbol of traitorsll9 in general. ai2c~ is used. in that 

If any Iudas in youi-e eouent be, 
Etorneueth hyiT by tyrnss. I yov, rode. Q.• X.• I.· 1007 •08 

In a.d(ti tion to imagei:; dra,vm t: rom religious characters. there are fig-

uro.ti·ve u,;,e8 of certain properties of religion. 

117Fo:c Ch:ri,,.tian hei:oee of lliedieval literature; cf. Manlyls note, student 
edition. 

118:ae popular conceptioti of the bound Satan probably arose from the 
a)ocr;y;_:ihal Gospel o.f Nicoclem~rn. Chapters Xv-XXI. J1!.E. ARocry~ Books 2f_ 
the lli:.1L ?ei3trunent (Philadelphia: Da.vi(1 Lll.cH:ay :?ublishi11g Company, 1901), 
p. 82-88. I'h,P'e may be sci'iptural authority in II £later. ii, 4; Jude 6;. 
and ilev,::,lat:l.on xx, J.-,;,. 

119ii passage a.lmos't imu1e:;diately preceding this ot1e may bo marely 
general 01,· m<1y re:i:\H' to J'ud.2.s. If so, itwoulcl be considered. an image. 

ifo that semeth the wisest by Iesus 
Ie moost fool vA1a,.1 it COl,fti°J to the preef, 
1;,nd ho th;:i.t ,rnmeth. 'i:.rewes·~ is a theer. Q,. I.• !• 96'7-q9 

/, 
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Oilles, ablucirl.lllS and metal fusible,--
To tellem el wold.e pe.sscn any bible. £• Y. !• 856-57 

B ileueth this as siker e.s youre crede. £• X.• T. 1047 

A church :practice supplies an image when cold wa.ter symbolizes baptism 

end bnpt1sm stands for Christianity. The Sultaness strips the practice 

ot its symbolism and has nothint; but cold water left; and ei.s ab.e says, 

colrl water is not to be tee.red. 

We shul first feyne vs cristendom to take;t--
Coold water sha.1 na.t greue vs but a lite? · M.• 1.· !• 551-52 

Ba:ptiS"Jl f.orms the lJesis for the next eynP.cdoche. 

For thogh his wyt be Crist ned_ n.euer so white, 
She sl'lal haue nede to wasshe e.wey the recle, 
Thogh she a font ful water with hir 1ede. !~ b_. !• 355 ... 57 

The Summoner li:ftt~ four images from. the Scriptures, · and although the 

objects corn;pared are r1ot from religion, they s.hould be m.ent1.onecl among 

im..9.gos drawn from religious learning. 

For lettre sleeth, 120 ao as we olerkes seyn. ~. T. 1794 

I weJ.ke and fisshe 
121 

cr.isten men.11es aoules • .. • ~. !• 1820 

Thow woldest han oure labour~ for noght. 
The hJre god. that al this world ha.th wrogh_t 2 
Seith that the werkman worthy is his hire.~ Sum ... T. 1971-73 

. ' - -
Ye been the salt of the crtha and the Sl:lUOur.123 ~. !• 2196 

The falcon is like a sepulchre, for 

1'.l.s in a tombe is a.l the fa.i1•e aboue 1 

And vnder is the corps swich as ye woot, 
Swich was this ypocri te bot he cold ana. hoot •. 124 .§.9.• !• 518-20 

120rI Corinthians, iii, G. 

·121 Luke v, 10; Ivkrt thow iv, l 9 ;. cf. Sea I:m.":lge s, p. 39 & 

122Luke :;c, 7; cf."Everydmy Lifo and Occupe.tiou.s,"p. 42. 

12~~<"\t•h E -fdo .. -i; · o,,,,, V, 13; Cf. "Domestic Imagesi'~ p. 32 

124:Matthew xxii;, 27. , 



Al though the following pEtssage is not a. direct quotation. it springs 

from the Biblical expression of' Christianity as a "ligbt.11125 

'lbow goost bi:f'orn ot thy benygnytee,. 
And geteBt vs tha light vt thy prayere. 
'l'o gyden vs vn to thy sone so· daere. J'.t'io.r ?r:ol. 1666-70 

The figure of 0t1rist as tha 1,.-"l.rllb of God ha.a become almost a aeoond 

nanio, and r.e find Oha.uoer using it twica.. Onoa Obrist is called tile 

hurt was with a spere, ti fil.• k.• !• 459. Uedieval raligiou stt-e.ssed heave11 

as familiar bu ·t not too seri,)ut:J. ·very conventional is the torm ilserpent" 

as a.ppliei to the. devil. In this 01.u:ie, the Sul taness is compared to Satan .. 

o si:lrpe.n-::O vnder .t'emynynytee-., 
Lylt to the ser9ant depe in helle ylJounde! M• .It• !· 360-61 

Sa tau. 1.;;ih.o ~.a.s responsible i' or Bve 's t'a.ll, is accused ot being· respons:ible 

0 5athan, -enuyous syn thilke day 
l'ha.t thow ware oha.ced from oure heritage, 
Wal knowestow t.o wommen the olde wayl 
Thor; madeot r.:ua bryuge -vs in seruage; 
1'i10?11 v.,olt forclw.on this crint:n1 maria.go 
'Xhyn instrument so, weyl~.way the whilel 
Makes tow of womman, wha.u thou ~ l t bigiltt.. M_. 1,i... I.• 365-71 

Men in the ISiddle Ages feared .not 0111.y hell fire and brimstone, but 

also the slow tormenb of pur,atory.126 'l'he Greek .Aro:Ue makas a dis-

rJow is my prisoun worse than biforn; 
ilow is me shape atc.;irnally to d.wa.lle. 
Hoght in purgatorith but in helle. ~· I.• 1224 .. 25 

Allas! I u~ haue no language to telle 
'Zn.effect ne the ·tor;ue:utz of my:n helle. Kn .. !• 2227•28 

l"-. ~:;,II Cuk'inthia:ns iv. 4• .John i. 4.. 

126·£neru is an an.achrouis.:, in tbv Greek Arci ·te 's referring to the 
Catholic ;;u1·gs.tor;r. but olciar Hiqi ta.rs seem not to have been unduly coneernod 
with ano.chrouisms. f.aaay examples can oo found in Gha.kaspsare. and o . .n 
indication or the typtcal attitude 'J}.t,.y be .found in the Fool1s discussion 
of his own. anachronism, Kin& Lea1·, Act III, so. ii, 95. 

"'.i.11i,.,, prophecy shall Merlin mal~@; ror I live before his time." 
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What is the cause, if it be for to telle, 
Thn.t be been in this furial pyne of helle?' So. T. 447-48 - -
But langwissheth as a f'urye dooth in helle • Frank. 

But the very sigt.t of Emelye can change prison from hell to henven. 

In p:risoun,certes nay, but in pr..n."G.dys? Kn.. T. 123? 

The beauty of heaven awl he0v-en' s music o.rc both vrell known. 

'I·hat neuere was ther gardyn os owich pr.ts, 

m 
.1.. -- 950 

But if 1 t were the verrey :Paradys! Frank. T. 911-12 

Ther as ther sownen diuerse instrum.entz 
Th:r,t it is lyk an ::ieuene :for to heerc. 

1\..:-id as an om1.sel hcuenyssl.ily ohe song. 

§s_. 270-'ll 

Kn. !• 1055 

His mm1ere w-es an heueune for to soe .. • • 29... !• 558 

Cert2in rcforcm.ces to fien.ds a.n,l devils would saem to be re:f'erences 

to the practice of conjuring :rather tha11 to Christfan devils. Perhaps 

conjuring began as s. religious rite, but it still retains little of 

· :religion except the eleme-11t Qf superstition. The idea of an alchemist 

conjuring up devils is similnr to the activit.ies of Marlowe's!?.!:· Faustus. 

For. as I trowe, I haue yow told ynowe 
'fu reyse a i'eend, al look"' he ne11ere so rowe. C. Y • rn .,,. - 860-61 

Two other 1ri1s.5es 1:r:vol vc devils: 

Synge rec •1:ith harpes, baudes, wai'ereres, 
Which€, ''.)een the verray deueles officeres ••• ~· T. 479-80 

But it a feend be, as hym selu.en is ••• C. !.• !• 984 

Al though Chaucer makes use of the supormrtural in several talcs, in-

clu(.1ing the Prior. T., PB.r~. T., Jfrtmk. 'f., Sum. T., M_. !;,. T., only one 

image in these tales indicates. an:ir interest of his own 1:n popular super-

stitions. 

This m,oholas sat emere eapyng vprighte, 
l\.s he had kiked o:n the nevre moone. r~ill •. 11'. 3444-46 

Scientific Ime,rr,u;. Chaucer• s intere.st in tho soiencq of his day was 



mentioned in connection with medical images.127 

But eertes, I suppose that Auycen 
Wroot neuere in no canone :ile in ?io fen, 
Mo wonder signes of empoysonyng 
Th&n hadde thise wrecches two, er hir endyng .. 
~hus ended been thise homicides two, 

?9 

And eek the false e:mpoysonere also.128 ~. T. 889-94. 

This interest was especially manifested in connection with astrology. 

Host of the references to astrology occur as straight f'aet,·but astro-

logical terms are often used figuratively. The· idea that man's fate is 

determ.ine.d by the position -o:f the stars is expressed · 

O :f'irste moeuyng! cruel firmament, 
With thy diurnal sweigh that crowdest ay 
And hurlest al from est til occident 
That nature.lly wolde holde another v-my, 
'l'hy crov-.rdy;1g set the heuene in swich array 
At the bigynnyng of this fiers visgc, 
That cruel Me.rs he.th slayn this mariage. 

Infortunat ascendant tortuous 
Of which the lord ·is helpless,:falle cllas 
Out of his angle into the darkest hous:. 
0 Mars, O Atazir, as in this cast 
O fieble :moone, vnhappy been th, pas? 
Tb.ow k:nyttest thee ther thow art nat receyu.ed; 
Ther thow werewel, fro thennes e.rtow weyued. !• !:.• !• 295-308 

Venus~ influence on those horn under her reign is ~xpressed in the 

changeableness of Friday. 

Right as.the Friday, soothly for to· telle; 
!low it shyneth, now it reyneth friste, 
Right so ke.n gery Venue ouercaste 
The hertes of hir folk; right as hir d,.ay 
Is gerful, right so chaun.geth she array. 
Selde is the Friday al the wike ylike. .!f!!.•. T. 1534-39 

Although this next eom:pa.rison is to the sun, the Squ:J.re ls thlr,ldn.g 

127 Of'. Images f:rom medicine, p. 37. 

l2.8Refers to ~ ~ ~ !h!. Canon in Med.iein.e bv t'\viee.,..._::n. 
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of' it in astrological terms. 

Vp riseth i'resshe Crn1acee hir nolue, 
As rody and, bright ::i.s d.ooth the yonge sonne, 
That in the ram fo f'oure degrees vp J.•orme. .§.9,_. T. 3'84-86 

Reference to uther scie:1ces oceur in descriptions of Jankyn' s elo-

quence. In fact, it ootehod tht,t of the a:icient geometer, Euclid. a:-id 

th021.t of the astronomer, Ptolemy. 

~Phe lord, the lady, nnd ech ti.an, eaue the frore, 
Seyden thet Iankyn s:pak, in thi8 :r:1-1.te:re, 
As wel o.s Euclyde or Protholo.tt.ee. Sum. T. -- 2287-89 

Conclusions. Ue must remember that the im.ages in no wise indicate 

the limit of Chaucer's acquaintance with the subject dealt with. Rather 

the evidence indico.tes positively, not negatively, the extent of that 

learning. 

Chaucer' o religious images are laxgely dra:i.,m from heroeG of fa.vori te 

Old Testament ·stories fu"1d conventional Wei.r Testament S;/mbols. In the 

Mi'ddle Ages~ when the cormuon people received all their Biblical training 

orally, the stories with dra:tnatic appeal were :relatively more important_, 

in religious education than they are today. Yet, we cannot limit Chaucer's 

religious trainine by the evidence here; :for not only is this merel;>r a 

partial study of' his i.r.iagery, but few men e:ii;:pt'..H:;e the full extent ot their 

religious education .. Nor would many more profound religious .references 

have been in keeping with his satiric attitude toward clerics. Howe·rer, 

there Rre no indications in the religious imeges of a dee:.g comprehension 

of" the Scriptures beyond that of e well-informed man fs.miliar with pop-

u.lar Bible stories and the litur1::,7 oi' the mass. 

We must also remember that no matter how nuch he knew of classical 

literature, he was "n-iti11g for a period alma.st' as ignorant of classieol 

learning l"S the public of todo.y. Even the most sirri..;ple allusions, then, 
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indioa.te more than 01·dinary a.equaint.ance with 'the ola.ssic,s. Furthetmore,. 

bis ta.miliari ty with the phta.ses of aourtly love prove an aequain t~nee 

m th the metrical rornanoas popular in oontempora.ry court cil'oles. For 

his p~riod. tl.Hrn. his rea.d1ug r,iust hav& been extensive. Al though much of 

the 1i ·terary imagery ooours 1n oomparis ons to of't .. quoted inoiden is :f roR, 

li tero.tur.o, such M the horse of Troy and the death of Hector, the bulk 

ot the images is cignitioant. Yet the qual1 ty is as important a.s the 

quantity; and in the main, tha image1~ do not seem forced or far-tetohed., 

'but coma naturally e.nd indicate I'lot that .he kept his knowled:ge', Ln a 'book. 

011 hir1 desk but that ho w1.:1.a suffioi~ntlJT familiar with his .. reading tnat 

,parallels au tomatio~lly o.ame to mind. In this res peat, he difters from 

Sb.akesi-1eare, whose class:l.cal training was very rnea.gre,, but whose thoughts. 

according; '.to l:iiss Spurgeon, were unaonsciously tempered by the attitudes 

of a g~.rdener .129 Tho images of the::;e nine ta.las a.ro too smo.ll a. pro,,. 

portion of all hie works to be evi.clenoo tor auy definite conclusions, 

but they do 'bear out conJeat,tu:es based o:n other evidence in nisi works 

that he was one of the moot wictaly tead men ot the !tliiddle .Ages. His 

knowledge ot aen in books undoubtedly helped him real:1st1oally 'to tu~n 

the human beings ho lmo1r1 into lifelike characters o.f poetry. 



MISC];Ll,JilliEOUS !MAG.ES 

In addition to those images the $ource of wh1ch was oom.pe.ratively 

easy to determine, theX'l'll are many images which are a piirt of everyday 

life and defy a.ny other olassifioation. .~1ong these a.re the following: 

I :peyne ri1e to hsn an hnuteyn speche, 
And rynge it out as rotmd as gooth a. belle. ~. !• 330 ... 31 

" Ye, steruo he shal" and th:'.'::lt 1:n la.see while 
Than thow wolt goon a paas :m/e. t but a myle, 
The p:o.ysoun .is so strong end violent." Pe.rd,. !• 865 ... 67 

The voys of peple touchede the heuene.,130 Kn. T. 2561 - -
There are also u group of perso11ifications of parts of the body and char-

acter traits. Personifications are a type or poetical imag.e. but since 

they are compared to nothing else, they cannot be alnssified in the same 

manner es other images. By the use of .figurative verbs and adjectives, 

parts of the body and cherao.ter traits acquire properties not usually 

attributed to them. An .eye becomes ttlikerous, ':' and a foot "dred.ful" when 

we are assured of 11.lisoun tha.t ''sikerly she :had.de a. likerous ·eye,~, !4lll• 

T. 3244, and •twith dredeful foot thanne stalketh l'alamo.n,',' ,!g,. !• 14?9. 

Other images of eyeo occur in the following lines: 

That "feeld h~th eyan and the wode hath eres. ~ ~· !• l522 

And Absalon hath kist hir nether eye. !!.11.• T. 3S52 

Constance• s hemd is ''milJ.istre of i'redam for almesse, '.' M. L. T. 168 • 
.,. - - ... 

That the hand is sole executor of lmndtvr.it ing is implied in the meton-

Yf!!".i't "The hand ie know.e that the letter ,ttcOt, "- .u.!ll· !: 890. "Tongue" 

is used in the sane manner as the sole organ necessary for speech. 

Ther may no tonge expresse in no science. Prior T. 1666 

130Might be considered nature if referring merely to sky, but it seems 
hardly definite enough. 

l31c:r. 1111,pes of' Pe.ople," p. 56. 
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Antl thus withhme a 1:1hile his nmne is spronge, 
Bothe o~ his dedes and his goode tonge !£!!.• !.• 1437-38 

A personification or belly oecu:m in the f'ollovrl.ne; apostrophe. 

0 wombe! O belyt O stynkyng cod, 
Fulfi1led or donge and of corrupeioun! 
At either ende of thee foul is the soun. 
Bow greet labour and cost is thee to fynde! 
Thise cokes, how they stamps, and streyne, and. 
And turnen substaunee in to aecident, · 

grynde, 

To ful~illen al thy likerous talent! Pard. T. 554-540 

The heart hus ahmys been a mysterious, unpredictable organ, but its 

re..nge of activity was Q.ui te large in Chaucer's language. Ileside the very 

conventional· abilities of the heart, such as brealcing, being filled with 

pity, jo:r ,.and sorrow; it also cyauncee, '·sand; starves,c :-It is light, heavy, 

sore, "wood," afire, and. is burst in two a.11d pierced w1 th sweetness.,.132 

Blood was treated several times in the same way. To say "blood roial" 

implies more personification than nroyal blood" but may have been the con-

ventional phrase at that time. It is used to signify royalty. 

As they that weren oi" the blood roial • • • ~- !• 1018 

'11he blooll roiel of Cat1me and Am.phioun., -- Y.n.. T. 1546 ----
O blood roial, that stondest in this dredet M. L. T. 657 ·- - -

"Stock roialn is .substituted in the line 

By verray ligne 1 as of the stok roial. Kn. T. 1551 

The only definite personification or blood oceurs through the figurative 

verb ''crieth• '! 

'Jhe blood out erieth ·on youre cursed dede. Prior. T. 1768 

Chaucer seems to have been interested in the relationship of' one 

personal .trait to another. Some or these have alrondy been mentioned in 

connection with the figurative verb vrhich personifies them. We find that 

1 32cr. Kn. T. 10'79; 11!36, 1230, 123'7; Sum. T. 1982; £· Y. T. 937; 
M. L. !.• 15'7; M .. L. '1'. 677. 



tied. h tbit .,,.,!~z··, Pit.:, iB ~U.fl\1,1~11ocd by 11ih>0ps," ~- !• 9CO; t-rerisans £-'.re 

e.ru:-k, ~ ls• .!• !}t&!l;lU. ~~fl ~its GrG .Ttthi~f;·, ~ £• I.• !• 74: .• :.U~-?Z. Moreover, 

·• • • · fu:Ot!ke!lOi3,1t,., is~ v,n.T~:7 s:·:'i,ultm~o 
01" 1unm .. es v,-:it ~;1d hi~ dinereeioun. 
In "'Jho!J thtit tlr?.PJ!'!J !::m.t!l iiot:b~cioun 
Ee k3n no cansail ke-~c. it is no drede~ 

Jtir$t i;;. the- te;:Jple nt ·tc~us 1ru,~yatow ~o 
'fiJroght Qll. tho Kn! !'nl pitout: to biholde. 
'!'he bl"".>!.:un sl~pe::: 1 rmd t:10 :l!:'ke~ eolc.e, 
Th& s~cl"Ct! ter,::r.ys_, nnd t~e wa~~ent;,~10 1 

'Ihe fil"",1 str--~k&:i: o!' the . r~sirynge 
Thf~t lot.ui!~ seru~utz ir. th!$ lyf endure.n; 
?ho ~th.ell tn'.,t !1ir OOU.etmn.tz f.U:13' .. l'?'OU; 
Plei1ssnce .tm.d lmp&, denir. toolhardy:n.esc--e, 

y .. ?. - -· 

133ct. "!'ype~ of People," p. 5?.. Alo:,• F$r~o~' e Talo, lil:i3B 5Cf!-G3. 
Of i~ cocen thisc str,nkrnge· onge:ad.r-a1-e£: first ':.ate that ia oold 
tn'"!~tthe; !.?isl'.?Ol'd, t?tu't"gb which. ~, r::m1 forfE.;,.;,,;, ,.;.:. his olde t:t,.3-eni\ that 
h,; hath 10".ied ful lonr1,e;/ :.n-:.d tlln:ll."l.e e~ett werre.,j and euo1•y man:ere 

· o:r wrong th~>t; r.i~n d.;Ji.';t~ to his .:i-eigh~bore, in 'boop o,: in; catel.,/ 
Of thie .;!!W.•aea es;·ar-e of' Ire c.or-.wth es·k ;nfl!lsl~w,h.trtJ./underoton~.e wel 
t.h~t h~:e.hlo, t,,hi•t 1~ ~:1.ntishm1!tt:rn, is in -fyuerae rJ1e<:.. Z-0:a ma.nere 
f)i1 houyeide is :tpir·ituel, G.1:d £;~!!I 1.$ ~o1ily.,'2p1r.1tiiel .t1s11:1.lau~h:tre 
is L~ ~1~e. th:,~...g:e;:. _ 

154 Cf. Light and dark images, p. 89. 



l~nutee e:i-:d youtbe, -bn.u.drye, · ricbeose * 
Chtu•m.e~ a:ucl torec., lesynges,. i'leterye, 
Deapense, bia)Ttesse, and i~lousye, 
That wered o1' yolowe gooldes· c. g,el'lend • 
An(l. a. eokh."Ow si ttyng on lli.r ha."id • • • 

Thar SP..Y I first the der~o yf"~gnynynze 
Of felonye, and al the coI1possynge; 
T}ie erJ,el ire, :reed. ur, nny el.oetle; 
?hG :pikepura ~ emi eok the pele d.re,le; 

Kn • -

The nmrl@.re with tha ltn,,.vf vnder the c1oke; 
The shepno bromiyng with. the bl7.i.ke mooke; 
The tresoun ·ot the mardryn~r in the bad; 
The open werre, with wound.es :11 bibled; 
Contek .nth ulody 'k!llrr a.~d sh~rp :m.~nnce. 
Al ful of ehirey·ng Wf.iG th.at cory plnoe. 

the sl6aro of hyrnself yet t)aU{(l1 ! thor,
llia herte blood hath· 1n1thod el his heer; 
"'L'hs nayl }!·d~-1.1.cn in. the snode a.nyght; 
The colde de~th, with mouth gnp}'!lr; v9right. 

~ddes of the te~le sat mesoheunoe. 
'1.11 th discomfort r~d sory contemmncti. 

I'll .... -

Yet sough I wooclnesso. laughyng in his rage, 
Armetl co..wleyn.t. out'heea, end fiers outrage; 
1'11.e o~royne in the busshn 1 with throto y<iorue; 
A thousi,:n.d slayn~ m1d noght of qualm ystorue; 
'!he t1:reunt t1ith. the ]Jrsya by force yrs.ft; 
The toun dostro:yed, the,~ ,ms nothynr,; lsft. 
'Yet sau~h I bre1,t tha shippus ho_ppesteros; 
':i;h(} hunte st%'f!J1.gled with the wilde beres; 
the sowe treten the ohtld right in the o~del; 
'rhe eook ysealdcd., tor ru n1·s longe lndel • 
!:iaugh:~ was forgaten by the in.tor-tune of Murto: 
The carte~ oeurryden ~1th his er1rte,. 
Vnder the wheel i'ul lowe he lay adoun. 
Tt.er we.re ulso, of l:.'1a.rtes deuysioun, 
The harbour; a,1d the bochier, n.n.d the emyth. 
That i'orgsth eh,u-pe swe:rder.; ou his styth.. 

And al abouo, depnyuted 1r.·a tour, 
Saugh I aonq_uest, ;sittyne. in greet honour• 
;i'Jith. the sherpe swerd ouer hie he.ed 
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"ftar .. ~,n~ by a oubtil tvzy:n:e:$ threed. Kn. ir. 1995 ... 2030 



little .. 

Kn. ':1.1 •. 2141 - -

But ~.l thyng 11Jhiuh. that shyn,eth as. tp.e, gold 
>Iy~ n~t cold I cs that X haue herd told; .£• :t• !• 962-63 

?hcbue wr.x old; o.nd hewed lyk lntoun, 
That in htsi 'l:.1r.ite <leclynncioun 
5110,;:>:1. C\f. the ln..i.rnot1 col(1 ·d th .-:;'trenea. brte;hto; 1245-47 

The Prioress relies on gems to convey nn idea of tho wo:rth and rarity 

••• ge:rr:r.e of chM'Jtitei~, t!ds; e::rierau.ae. 
. And eek of martirdo.m the ruby 1)ri.ght. " • Prior. !• 1799 . 

l~ire. Chaucer WS\S of un l!ltfJO the.t still 0021sid.ered fire one of the four -
elements, oqu!::'l to e.ir-, water. and ea.rtll. Such referenci;,a to fire as the 

Ye lye heere i"nl o! ani;er and of ire 1 

With vihfoh the douel set you.1•0 .herte ~ t'ire. Stun. 1~. 1981-82 --



1:t:o:r th:Uko p~yn~, rm,ft th1Ure ::iota fyr 
In t1:Meh tbor; tJhilot, bren.d:eBt for demir, 
Wbt)n thG!t thot~ vaed.otJt the beDutee 
{:t f.'1::ire • ~ror,g-e,. fresslle Venus free 
J,:r1d h~tl.dest h.i1~ in: :n.1~Ats 3t th:! r;il.le-.. 

8? 

In ;1ddition- to there beiag n :fire.· 01' jealousy, a I'ire 01' lovv, the~ is 

~:he iio::craer, hot a:nu cold, 

·-r. l::!:15, -
774. 

• ., S.. l!.. T. 886-87 

•· Ith .• -



the co:1t:r~st bf;tr.eo:n t·.rtH'ieiti.l aud n:stural 11{;ht$1 t:nid othor fl'lif.,J,1.t·~ 

eff'ec·h1, which co·nstt\:n:tl)r recur iu bis tlritings, !~iss Zpu:r-geo-ri fi.U'thor 

L1ftht, ilttlead, to nee:on. v-e:ry l:IOtioeably reprecftnts .all. ~ood 
things:, enlightenn.ent ,of every kind, both nien.tal an.d opiritu~u: 
truth, v:1rtu~, knowle11.:!go, understl'.'l.lldfag, reason, ~11d: ev~n tlie 
es&..en.-ae of G{);('i hk.solf', 'the- I?atner of illtimination. or lirthte• :1r 

Light, to hit:1~. iu cle!~.r at1.:d unbb.&ed ju~l;~nt (d:i-y 111\!;ht) not 
obacu.retl by nistn or- hur~HUtr.,. tm<t 1.t 1.s nI-so the notion ot 
frlena·ship, t·w11ich riialkoth dcyligl1t iu. the U.'1<!ers.tmtd • .l..59 

This eoode ~JJ!t w-en.te on m.1 heliday. 
1.£i.r forheea aho·o:n .~.s bright as e.n;r day, 
So vmn !l.t weoahon wha:r.t she leet hi:r werk.,140 Mill. T. 5309-ll --

w'ith it11so1m.. IUcholne Ju,H! sot lr:. ti~ light .. 

· · ::ten seith right thus, "clw:e-y t:r.1e nye slye 
,~~keth the ferre leeue to be looth. n 

.For thogr: tr.~t Absoltn1. be Wt)Od or 111:t·ooth, 



Ley Cause th.tit. ho fr.r:.· 11-SS f.'l'OJJ.l hir '1iChte, 
'l'bio nye '.'.'?lch.olt1s stQ{)tl tri hi~ 1.igiltt~. 

1liO,i·' -trcn.s.t 'bit'n:r·n of· t.~!Y be11yf~1::Ftiec • 
hnd gete12t vs tht~· lit,tht o't the ura:;,ere. 
To gyd0n vs vn to tby sone ;'Jo ,\.~-cro. 

{;r1ct~ ¥/1:.iah thst ie ttj euery hn·,,m trte-cle, 
EJr certain men.e~ oi't~, ac; bowen eler.kee, 
ri,.mth thync; for aerte1u tl.u,le thr.1t rul tlerk is 
To !:'le:.:ru:es wtt. t!'ltt for oure irnoraunce 
.l1'!! konr,e r;;c$ht kn.:>v~ iiis pr•tilent t·U.X'Uett>:unce.. !f• 1, .. !• 4'19--483 



VIII 

0-o.nsequently. when 
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The Knirc.ht'S Tale., full of conventional images to suit a definitely 

literary etory, contains l':'lan:t original images also.. Eo~mver, there is no 

o.ssu1•ar1ce that the story was written for the knight~ al though it .may have 

been revise·d after the Can.terbu]'.\7 Tales 'fJC!'O :pl2,J1net'l. .. For that res.son we 

cannot be sure tha.t it portrays the nind o:f tllo narrator. Pe:rhtips the 

fact that the story eoul<''- 30 conceivably have been told by a lmight is due 

to the faot the.t ~.t waf-' designed cs a eo::,plete poem for the arn.usement of 

1T1.embers of tho court circles. Un.certaint:r also exists as to whether the 

ll'ranklin' s Tale Hnd the ~ 2£ L'1w' s ~ were r-eally written for these men .. 

However, in those stories which we are reasonably certain were written 

1'tJr the narrator, 1ffe rind a eertein relation between the teller, the con-

141 
tent,and the images. The l?ardoner' s !El2_ was the result of a conscious 

effort on Chaucer's part to sound not only like a pardoner, but like a 

pardoner rep,eat1ne; a stauda.r-d sermon. not te.lki:ng spontaneously. T!iose 

images which are included ar~ surprisingly effeeti;re, such as that of a 

drunkarll who falls r.a.s a. atyked SV%Yllt" 556.. The Prioress' Tale is short 

and sinilar to many M.ira.cles o:f our Lady .. The images in her tale are: not 

particularly striking, but the conventional ret"e:rences sh.ow a familiarity 

with religious expressions-. Her u,iages are scarely more original than, 

His salte teers trikled doun as reyn, Prior ... 1864 

The iuniages in the Squire'~~ are dispersed through all the classi-

cations bu~ are notictibl.y lacking in the agricultural and na.ture groups.Since 

141cr • .Appendix for grouping according to t~.les. 



• • 

11'111 _s:tr>111e irr,;ulled wer& ;:1:r hrbY,ftS t,r,o, 
1tnd tho ;;are: bent tl1\Il blt~1r.e ns .OJ'l~/ slo. 

She wr.,r, i'ul r:::ioore blisful on to sec 
Tht:u1, ie the ner:e r,:-orionett~ tr~-c. 

T:~~r n~t$ 1~f) r-IDn ~~ '!.\'~.,e t1~tfrt ktl"'t.ltle t·ne~xfh-e 
B.cy CPY ti :pope.late or ~wctch ti. i-rene1to. 

The letter 

It :migh.t even 



Ii'ul bri.ghtot" wno tl1e Sh!>'U:vntr of hir hewe 
Thr.n in. t!:ie to·::,r the noble ::to:r.f:Cd ne,.i,e. 

!:mt ~,:r: hir r:,ong, it wa.e tt~ louf.,i: $.nd :_z1tti·,;;1t

!~Js 2ii:~· S'i7t1l~ sitt!111g on ~. be-rne. 

Therto £he koud.o nkipr,e l'.'i:1'.c!1 r,t1lro t?J,ne • 
-\h m?::~7 1cy'·\~e {:rr Ct\.lf. fol\~ryt:r:e l11n df;.p-~ ... 

!!1:r r.:101,.th ~s St".(;te as brttcf:ot er the meeth, 
Or hoonl >)f t'..pplc!'i' le.:·,l b her 01· betrth .. 

J,. bro.chit: ::i:he bel' ~,pou M.r lou.e ooler, 
As brood rc1!l is the boos o:f.' e hokelor.,. 

!t would 
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A study of the imeges endorses that picture of the poet. It points 

out no consuming passion, no ono troin of thought to ?Jhich his mind con-

stai"'1.tly reverted. In varying llecrees he drew cm. tho little realities of' 

whieh life is composed. He did r,.ot thj_nk fr. abstruct tems; he did not 

try to warp whet he found by see int?: B, 0treined sim.ilari ty to so!'lethinc; else. 

He accepted life as he found it, and tfhen he saw a similarity, it r;,ras a 

natural one. 

l'Jc have seen thnt C1w.ucer ;1ae fma.ilfor with :rru:ms phases of life: he 

was acquainted with the domestic life of the wee.lthy and. the h11sirbl.e, with 

hunt tng, ana. nusic, and :'.l!edicine, w:i th t2ct> illng ship3 arnl road.ing stars. 

Ee h.-new farmers and sailorn, knight~, end {!,urdorers, imd his images indicate 

that he ":Jas nore m:1derstam'U11g rmd more obser~mnt of the nuturalness of the 
of 

lower clafrnes than the stilted ntrnllers of the upper class. ':!hat he saw, 

he seasonet'.l ,dth setil'e and :realistic2.lly :recorded. 
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.APPENDIX 

OOG I l!r~ue, God 1::;not ~, lcrge to.eld to ~~ 
,-'.J.:ll 17;:::.,~ke bct:11 t~:.r:: nz:t::i:. in ::-j_~r 1Jlr2ut$ 
TI1e rt;:1rtt:7:-fittt. of~ tJ}e t~.l~ 1tt l~:tt~; -J!!tfUf:l:*. 

(::lir .. t ir: t!J.in 1:1orl:3 nys ere2.ti.1re !~:!'~~r.e 
1:'"'"h?.t: l1e:rde ~Iiel!. ~!'ino-t'!ler r-J.£!,~ont;/!:~:-e 

1035 ~!_1.:\t ~_:}:.1~1::;::e tl1t1t fr_;irr;r r:r~z to f.\r~;1e 
'..,.11:-s:CJ, iD the lilie V?Qn his SttUlte [;!'Er,ie 

104-2 7for !re.z,~ v,.1)-1 hi11ue no rrlott~itte i~n:rcht 
~7'11e sesou.n. ;;-ril~ti~ ~u0z~ g!.!r~til hert-e 
,::1 rnt;.1:c~ th it -; .. 11.!3 r)f' !ii-:J s:tcnp to ste.rtc 

Lm1 s.ei tr:: t.Trys t'\Jti! do · thy obs-e'.t"Ui,mnce 



10~ But I vze.s hurt right now thurgl»,:i.t myn eye 
Into. my.n hel"te t.hnt wol my bnne be 

lll4·Juld with that sic;hte h1rb-6autee hurte 
byre so 

That if' th~t Pel.amon wns wotinded BOO?'e 
t.~1 tf; i.e liurt as r.mchc as be or men,,., 

1118 ?he tressbe beautee sl.eoth me aod.eynly , 
Of hire tMt roraeth in the )l'Onder plice 
And hut I mue hir merey uud bir l!ffl.-Ce 
Tb.at I me,y ee.en hire at leeste weye 
I .tum but deed ther ~rs net1100~ to seye 

1163 \'i'.ostow net uelthe olde elerket1 aawe. 
T°r.P..t who she1 youe o. louore· a.v la,11& 
Lone ie :a · gretter lfrnC by ~ pan 
Than my be 1eue to any erthely man 
And thertore p0si t1f lawe row .s'l\1.ch a.a~ 
!s. ·broke al dny tor lout, bt ecb. de~ree 

11'?'7 We stz,'Ue as dide the houndee for the boon 
They _toghte d da;, and yat hir 1mrt wns 

noon 
Ther ca..~ a IQ;tte whil they· were so m-otbe 
And bar tmey the boon bttwixe hem bothe 

l.2P.4 Row is rzy prism.m worsa tlian bifor-u. 
lbw is ne slmpe eternally to dwelle 
f~~t in :::urgatorie but tu nelle 

1 . u 
23? In prisq._n eertes nay but in paradys 



l~Gn it dronkc men woot wel he hntb an hous 
riut lu:i noot ~hieb. the ?"ignte wey is 

thider 
;tnd. tt:l a d,l:'0-nkt: ~ln tho t.>ay ie slido~ 
And eerter~- in tla:i.s v.,:o:rld so fs.r&n we 
We eeke11 fl1.St e.t'te:r felieit.ee 

diM a 

lP.83 Of t1l o,,~re str.!r 0o(1 iwo-t tho f!'ll!/t is 
thyn 

1~93 (ftpeald.:ntt of 11ri~o?:i) 
• • • £W'eet iro th:;,.i nunun:ter;e 
?b.'l'.ooro tlm., 1a ~111 thirt ste?"UO, here tn a 

cage 

1299 Th.er w1 th the f-J;rr ot inloueio vpoterte 
:~1th inne his bre~t 1::.nd htmte lj::. by the 

he rte 

l:302 '::he bolt t.:ree or asshen dede and colde 

130? 'ribnt ia mnnlcy·nde moore vnto yc>w l1olde 
Trm.n 1 s \ht, oneop 'th.at r.or:,ket:n in the 

fol de 
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------·e~-~·-------P'h·-----··"'-~------.--..-------
l!'.S16 :amt mart 1B t101.m1ler1 to 1' .. d.~ o'trner-un.1.HICe 

For Oodrtt:s ert.ke to letten of his wille 
'lnfiras it beost may el hi$ luat !'ulf:Ule 
Awl whrm a beeet ie e1.aetl he h~ttl1 no peyt1e 
But nfter ltis deeth ~Ji moot wcpe t1SKi. 

pleyne 
:'.houg:,.11 in -thi$ r.X>rld he h~Vt! Cf:'c'l"'C t.IM1 t.-v 



1S25 Alles I oo a ~er:p8nt o:r a the:ef 
Th~t n.n_n:--, a trewe ~n nntn doon. r:-.:eseheef' 
Coon e_t his l~~ to-ul .Fller h.'Vfl list :m."ty 

tur-43 

1359 B-0 ~ehel nor$ li~d ueu~re creature 
'I'hnt i a or irh.t'!'.1 whil t'il.ti. t the wor1,1 nay 

dnre 

1372 And in his r,;;ere for al t'.he ®rld ho 
f'erde 

lJat oo:nly lyk the- loueri~ ~J.adye 
or He:roos rn:t rn.the:r l~k :zirmro 
Engendred of h.um.,.::.,u_r nelonco1yk 
Sirorn his celle te~t~styk 

1470 ~'Iith dr<~edful loot. th8nn.e st~llmth 
:?slm!lottn 

1490 Til t?>..nt fortune :hr,d lrro~ht ~ in tte 
Sll.al.'e 

1491 The bisy l..arke r-iessager oi' day 
~,aluetE;. !n hir sonf: the morwe in·a,;y 

1493 t,1'1(1 f:h.•••; !Yb.ebus riooth vp so b.rifthte 
1'h~t cl. the orient hrugheth of the 
And with his stremes dryeth in the greues 
The sil¥er drcl>pes hooexnge on ;tbe J eues 

lOl 



1510 Ms:'" t:d tl1 all~ thJ :fltm:r,e_,s tilli'l thy g...~'1!t 
·~·ei-o-~ te- ·t!i~ t~~!re fr{lssl~ M~-:: 

l53tl 1!ieht ~l~ the. F'rld~}' ~txrtl'o,l)" £<ff!' to t~ll~ 
~r~: it .ah:;n.i:;'\tl1 :.,tow It 1~t1;:11et~ ::C'~EJte 
'Kit:.ht 00 blll f;;;'!\ey ~J<G'lltl;;,l (.!US!'liilSte 
1.'M hel"t~ti ~t t:dr :f'qlk :tl@.ht c~ h1.r il~..y 
!s rrerful right ~o e~u.,:1{,;;;:,t?t ~--ii1 t!.~.Y 
£Je1t1e ia -the 1""rl.>'ic.}' ~ "the m!t,e, yl1~ 
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~~--~ ...................................... ~ .... --~ ......................................................................... oa. ..................................... ~ ........ ..... 

l.56-i .toue h~til hir., 1"1:ey tk,rt 1ia br~~~ly 
Ysti~d thn::-gh my tr-tl"'&n O~!'OM 'b.e~ 
-1'h:nt ahi:,pe:n ~io i!q' denth ~Ht then ~: 

,!fu~~te 

-------
Ho s-c.tt 0 I noght the mountaunce of a tare 

1574 Thi~ t&.1~.;!':-ro:_~n th!tt t'.ii&.1f:;ht~ thtit 'ti1ur,,zn 
his herte 

~wor-1 B~1eynliche 
cl~~1e 



l6W1 ?o cbaungen. eon the· eolour in hir t:e.ee 
Right os the lmnter-.1 1n the ~e f>t 

~ 
'Th.~t sto:i'..eth .nt th& geppe- m th a apere 
ti''hen .hunted is too leouu o:r tbe ba~ 
Imd b.ercth. h)ln. ~ rr:isah.,vng i.n. the 

g:Nnea 
And brekotb. bothe ho,:qe?J ;ma the lwes 
And teynkoth bere ~tit ·'f!tfJ mortal~ 
tvithottto ttdllo he .o.oot be. <leed 01" I 
For· outlier I r.!Oot sleen ~- ~ tha gapptt 
Or he moot el.e 1.:'Je 1f th~t :11e ~~we. 
So tellden they 1n cb.aU!l.mn,i~ ot h-u howe 
z\B. ter ee euerlch of here oot~ kn~ 

1655 Thou. . ey-~te$t R!tG tl':£:t th!$ l?al.am.oWl 
In his f'ie,htyn~ wero a wooa. leoun· 

1663 The destin~e c11rl.stre ~!n-er9l 
That ex~outet'ii in th-e 1iorld OU~T8l 
Tho pul'! .. 1etnunee toot <'..od h~tb eeyn.. bi.torn 
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i:rOl ''i'he briehte ei1sroes '11Bnten to m1d :fro 
It zee!%:i1 a~,:: :it c:70lde t"elle ".'Ju oc'.lt 

l ~'??3 1Tr,,011. H: ].,Ord tha~:f.; 'iJOl httUe 110 r:i.{!.rQl-7' 

~.1t l)~J ~ !1?0t!11 bv·the in 1 .. ~ro i1:nrl ttede 

17S0 ·',:tr:t tn S\':'ich esas l~n :1.0 diuisioun 
tut w~:'-"cth !Jl1/f:e rru.,1.tblesEr; (;fter 00:11 

H31G /,r1,~! ;:;cot how· s:oro it kmt ft t:;rm c.istre:rn.e 
;,e he tl'Stt hath he.en eaurrht oi'te in his lens 

lSlB Fl:r-st i?l i;l;t..,~ ten,1;le o:f' Venus mystcw se 
i::N.\,~ht on ths ,ral f\11 :::,itol!s to hihcl.de 
Th~ broken slepes arsd the s!fkee col.de 

sn .. ered te<:rys 3ntl t-i1c ~l!ynez1tyJ1tte 
,~·Ji.•;, ;f:'ir;t strok!:e of tn~ desieyn.~ 
'.!'l~rct loueo ec1·•ur,.11tz ii, thic lyf e11dure:u 
'tite oishos th."!t h.h ... eo•tu.m?:.ntz e.ermren 
1·lesm.tce una nope ilesir foolhP.rlynesne 
i,e:r:u.t.,,c r,~11. :.,.0',1the htlU~l'.""Je ricneese 
Gh1.tr:, . .c,s £:nf f'o:i'.'ee les:r1-1::as flc.teT3-n 
~L:0.SJ}el!.Sf}: l!'i.S)trt~$S(t H13.tt i.ulO\lS7re 
r2ht:t~ t?crct1 -Of: :fclO\~~ (00-l,dE-)fJ ~ ??-$J:!len.d 
f\~ .. d ~- noli{or; :"3if t:t.:.rns 0::1. hir ·nar.i! 
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1995 ".1'.'h£>r SiiJf I firkrti the i'!arko yme.gnynyna;e 
fJt f~onye aJ1d ~l the co:;zna.ssyn.,~e. 
Tltf: cruel ire reed es any gleede 
Tho pikepura ffii.d:. e-ek the pole. drode 
1.~ne emylere wi~h the knyt vnde?" the clolm 
rfhe· she.r,,n~ hrennyng ~dtn the blnloo '$."!I.Ok& 

'l'he t:r.e&oun o.J: the 1110rocyng in the b~~ 
5:110 open wane with w-v-1.tr!tfos al uibleu -_ 
eon.tek 1rith hl~' kn.yt' nun sharp nID1ace 
l,-1 tul of crr!rlG,,·n~r wms that sol."y pleee 

'I1lo a:lee:re o:t tyme1f' yet sr:.urrll I ther 
!11s h-erte blood heth os:thed ru. his hee:r 
".i'he nr.,:yl J1dryuen. in the shode enyght 
'rhe cnluc deetn wt th month e;am,rng ".r.p:rif.ht 

J:J1t,·ddfI!::-1 ot the t~le sat mencha.unce 
: 1?f th t11.SC01:u'6rt a:n~"-. ~.Or:' Oonteilfil:1'..® 
Yet c:-nug-11 r ..,'Oodnc1seo l!iueh;fng in his. roge 
L~d eompleynt onthoos ~a fiers outrage 
The ~me in the bus.eh tdth tnrote yeorue-
.r .. thcmnl'm.d ule:,"n ~rnl noght or t1ua!n: ystoru:e
:fue tireunt with the fil"f:ye by fol!'i!e :rratt 
'?ha toun tlf}at~Ietl ther f!'f,;S nothyng lv!"t 

·2027 ,\r1a, i,l cl,cu.e te:f>eµ1tee ill t-1 tt'l\i.T 
Stmg:ll I conquest t.J:l tt::-"11€ in groot ho~ 
!fl.th the sh~.xpe Sif,TfJ:t1 Ol.1.er h:ts 'heod 
l'Iangynge by e ii!Ubtil ~s threed 

lO!a 



2163 A :ntmtelet v-1-:ion. hir; ~1::u.lder hencyn,ee 
13.re,.t flll of ruhtffi\DJ redc ~.~, f~r,c spit.~1,1:_rn.f:t: 

2166 !illd thirt was yelow i,n.d glitred flS the 
sonrie 
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e24 2. But I woliie. h~uo tU:Uy po~-::-~easicun 
Ot ~lyo and dye i~ thir se!'!,.tYt'lf. 

............ '* 

2~is 1~:11. ~1 htr bis~· to:!':'M!rtt !!!1:r.J hi!' f':,n~ 
Be qu01,•nt or turned in e,notb.er µlace 

.~ ... 
25?3 O st1>0!.l.f{J;; .i;~o<l. ·th~.:J.t in the ragn.eii col'6.o 

Of ~~~ce h.<>!i<mred art ~:.nd lord y11Qld.<, 
!:,n-3. ht:1st l:r: e•.1eey re,rr:n.o · mid euer,.1 lond 
!..'"Jt firIDCS el the ·br2/del. itl thyn hond 

2396 lt'or ebc tb.£Lt ,klath me ~il this ti'O ~na.uro 
i'.fe. ree:cheth . .uouere mm: I synke o:r floete 
,011t.e •. t n 

2403 :£'or thilke t.'yi" that tJb.ilor::i. bre:nte thee 
Aa tml .~ a. th1lke trr now brenneth mo 



2491 And on the roonro whan thet da~.r gan 
eprynge 

Pipes trompes nakers clariounes 
2512 Thut in the b,'3:tf,111.e blowen blou;; sous.es 

25!'59 ·~.\;ith. long :n11erd. an:d. w.i th l!ll~.c-oJ:!- fighteth 
J"bU:l"O fille-

2600 Out @on the f:iWerd:es ris t'.::ie 1111uer 
'brighte 

2$25 Th.er ~ns no tyt;re in the V$1~ of 
Galgopheye 

Whtn:1 th~.t hir whelp ts stole ~mnn it is 
lite 

r:.0 cruel on the hunte as 1a £1,rct to 
1"or 1aloue he:rto vpon this I'eltusoun 
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............ ~ .... -,_, ____ ,,........_., .. :) ... _~ .. t ,,,, ____ _ 

2600 r~t1 1Ji r~~ltt:ir~te t11er :n,;te· so. te.J. 1,cott!'\ 
Thf-,t htmtc{l ic or tor hiti hur'<:;e:r ir-O{Jd: 

:Jc. cf hHi :p:i:n:ye desi:reth so th.c blood 
Iifft r~J1;l~J20:1 t(1 sl-et'i:n ~1"4 ;:-~10 5-~,reit.& 

i1Gul :'or ioz ""' .. ,t• this go !cnH?e t,:.:t! b:fii,lh 
r?ithcille 

It s.cr:.1eit thRt the lyett";tf slwlde f'alle 

!931 SO gree:t. vro,.,1,;;g WS(El ther no10n e.ti:rt~..yn 
iirl:'la:n F!ctor wa.s · ybrog,nt. nl tresah ysluyn 
·wo. ~O:,O"'t: ellos. the pi t.ee that Wf:t::. thor 

10a 



~843 Ri[fht as thcr dcred neu.u~e men quod he 
Tb.et he ne l7Ued !n ertbe in son d.e.g-ree 
Right so ther lyuetl r.cuere Mn he SO!fde 
J'.n f'J. this world t?mt som:cyn;e h.e ne deyde 

2847 This world n;Nl but a thurghf&re fu1 or wo 
l ... r!d l'.o b~en pil;p:•yr:Ie.:s psss~T.i£6 to ru1d tro 

2861 ?ltol"fill he hndde his a;rorouse desires 
His c.ompl.ei?ite nnd for loue his hote · fyres 

reoo 1"Jh.:m. it wc..s dny he broghtc hym to the 
' htlle 

i-"lm.t roreth of the- cr;.'}71g t'.lid the 001u:. 

3017 lo the ouk thet h~th so lott{; a norlsshy11ge 
Fro the tr~ t!:ret it i"ir.st vig;,,--r~iatn . 

. aprynge 
?inth :so long n !yt S'!S ye ;mny ooe 

5020 Yet iSl the laste -wasted is "the tree 

30& Con.sideret!i. eek how th:{t the ru:::-dc atoon 
V.ndo:r oure teet on which we tree.a a:.-d goon 
"lit rm~teth. it as it lyt1l n:"' tlle '!%-eye 

0025 The greta tovme~ se we wane a:nd weme 
Then re s~ that v-J. this -thyng hath e:nde. 

\ 
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30':/i /Jr' mtm .8.l:1d ,~t~n se tte we-1 al,ao 
~that ne{los in o-on or thize te~.eB two 
'?hitt ia to ss}~n. in :,.rout~ or ellcm age 
Ee mot h$ fle{:d the k';n~ t.o lllle._u. a paw~ 
Sor~ in ·n1s ber1 sGt1 irr the tre-pe aoo 
t~o~ in the lsree fe6ld ?::;S ye mB.Y see 
Thcr l1elp.etl1 nogllt cl gooth that ilkn l'leye 
Thnnne r~<1y l. So} .n thnt ~1 tnia 'thyng Il:.:>ot 

6.f!.ye 

SlCO 8-0:nd.e h.Y~l hi!7 10li$ tlud: hath .it de;e:r'0 
abognt 

21 :::,ooth or his ml'ti benY0ru;,,. ru::d n.::-;rm..~ble 
Ot hls co:r~ge e:s (11'.iY eontre et!!.bl0 

25 Y mg :f:?"Cssh and strong in. o:.ra&~ fte3il"'Qns 
) .. s ~;~n,·~v btie11il,cr ot il11 l;i< s L1!0UG 

42 2\.:11u 50 bi:f@l th.;t wh~n tl::is Cambyuskan 
Heth tr~i1ty wy:1ter bt,rn his !ll,"i,;det:le 
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56 llen som~d h~-i r;eten hem protoecion.~ 
Ar,arn tlla S\'IB'N of ·,t·ynte:r ke:t}e s;m cold 

3 ?f# I .vol nat tarien yow for it is :pryr..e 
And for it is .no f'ruyt but loe .of t1nne 

95 ?het Gn;im}"-n with his olde curteieye 
':?hos;h he were come\ nyayn ou.t of fnirye 

lJ)5 Al l,o )II!' th/,tt ! kun n!t !,latme ids. sty.le 
Ne ~J.U nat el~'l!lbEn ,..,..er so hei~h a st,1.e .... t..M' ........ . 'Ii .• 

122 Or !:f 2-•ow list to tloo m~ hye in the ~1r 
;\B "1tioth :1n egle whan hJ® list to sooro 

170 J11s ateed.e which th~,t ahoon ~s soune 
brighte 

~~.i 
194 Tuer 1,:rith so norsl:: -and so quyk ofeJ;·e 

Ao it ti p.entil F'oyleys courser we~ 
'fl,;,=tJ -· 

007 11.tid. s1Jyd~n it wn.s l:rk the ?e~t;G&e 
The hon tbat b&ddEJ ~nges tor to nee 
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2.09 Or ellis it 1ma the C:ookes nor~ ~1.m 
'?hnt b:r.ag:hte '?'roye- to destrt1eei<mn 
As !nan in thi~ olde fG1*te$ :retie 
tf:,,n. h-orte quod con is ~mere :moo.re in dred.e 
! tro1<.re aom men of ,2rt1es been th~ in:ne 
Th,.<tt shnpen hf>..r,;;_ this eitee for to ~,1ne 
!t wero right ~ood th2t al swieh tl~'1",_g 

r.ere lrno~e 

216 1\:n. 2.ripa1~~ti.ce ·yr~e.d b:/ soia r111e-y·k 
::;a !ogt~lotu•s !)le1·en i:t thise ter;ts$ gr-d.te 

2.20 Ot sm:dJ!'Y doutee thuf;i; th6'y ia11E;...l.o awl tre·te 
.\n lewcd peplc dG~th comunly: 
Of th~mr,.,s th:2t been tt~ad tlO.ore suot:tlly 
Then they ken in hir l&wei.in.oase eo..."'l!)rahende 
They dsfl.f1n f;lQ.tlly to tlio badde1-c) en.de-

m:,a .:~s socre t10:rnlrer:. so;~1ne on cauoo ot tb.onder 
-(};,;1. obba on flo10d on gosm'h.""lel" ruid on myst 
And clla thJZ;f'. til t>-\~.t the cau...~ is 1nst 
'l'hus i~~glen they ntld det;Jen fl.nd deuyse 

2'70 The~ frll t:tle:r sownen iliuene instrumentz 
?hilt it ia lyk an. heuene tor to heero 

5.05 ... n.vtich itn11d:t~7"n,g ~8$ tller on this. te0rs of' 
hr.as 

?h~t ~yn the grete s-ese of i'roye w:ts 
The!' ee :tti.en \'r(.)n.dreden on :a:'1 ho1-s cl.so 
E'a -Na.B tlle,r swleh ~ 1ton31"yn§ ~s tms tho 



THE SQUIRE'S TJiLE. 

347 The norice of digestioun the sleep 
Ga.non hem wynke and bad hem take keep 
That :muche dr.rnk and lnboui· wol haue reste 
And with a galpyng mouth ileln. nlle he keate 
And seyde that it was tyme· to lye adoun 
For blood wee in his domynacioun 
Cherisseth blood natures freeud quod he 
They thenken h:;-m .galpyne;e by two by three 
And eue.ry wight gen ~rewe hym to his raste 
iis sleep }J.em. bad. they tooke it fol" the baste 

~:4 V1> riseth tresshe Cl9.na.cee hir selue 
As rody and bright as dooth the yonge sonne 
That in the ran is fou:re degree~ vp ronne 

401 The lmotte why that enery ts.le ie·told 

409 ;'Ullydde a tree tordrye as whit as chalk 

417 And Emere in oon she oryde alwey and 
shrighte 

And with hir beek hir seluen oo she prighte 
That ther nys lie tygre noon so· cruel _b~est 
That dwelleth outher in wode or in forest 
Th~t nolde han wept it that he wepe koude 
Por s.or,1e of hire. she shr1ghte a.lw:ey so 

loude 

474 And lyth aswowne deed am! lik e ston ·· 

447 What is the cause if it be for to telle 
That ye been in this furial pyne of helle 

490 And for to 1.1eken othere be war by me 
As by the whelp .chasted is the leoun 
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511 Eo dope in gre-:.;n he dyed his eol ours 

512 Right as a serpent hit hym vntter 'tloures 

514 Eir;ht so this go.1 o'f loues this ypocrite 

516 As in < torrbe is :;l the fnire abou:e 
.i".nd vndor is the corps S'Rich as ye ,mot 
b\':ich wn~ this :t:pocri te bothe cold and 

hoot 

54-S (epcPki::1g of the :ftlcon} 
Anoon this tyg:re 1"ul of doublenesse 

547 So rauysehed as it semed :for the ioye 
'?110.t · neuere Iason n~ Pt1ns of 'l'roye 

549 !B.Son certQs no noon oother ma...,_ 
sin Ls.meth. \'!8£ thtit nlderi'irst bigan 
To louen two as writen folk bi.torn 

510 Ifa:n louen o.f pl'O}.'ll."B k:rnde ne\fang~lnesse . 
As brydil.cs doo!'l that mm in OB.t:ea i'ed.e 
J?t:Jr thOuf;h tho, nyght amI day t&k.e 9f · hem 

hel'ie 
J4~d st~we hir 02r,e ruirc ana sortc ns 

silk 
!'.~1.d ~reue he:m suere hony breed nnd milk 
Yet right m101:. ;:;s tht>.t his dore io vppe 
rte t:i th his feet wol spo:rne donn his cuppe 
l~nd to tho 1'JO~le he wole nnd wo:rmes ete 
St:; ne,,.'ef.:?nf:el been the:r of hir mete 
And louen nouelrier: of propre kynde 
l!o gentil~ sse of blood :mey hErnl bynd$ 
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--------------------------~-~-~--
720 ':li::m.g i;~ __ e:t ! spskfll it :i:o-tJt be br,,!'G rmd 

J)lt~;?J.: 

'7[1'4 E5l10 so:rdo ail·-v s.itli vi~ ::"·OU!!er t((•JJ.ti.lesse 
:?o _profre ~o to 11~1·uc S() l[\X'LtJ H rer:,rne 

?65 rn.1a·l: nr:1:.is;tric co;:~th. t1:..~ t,;0(;1 tJl~ 1-:,·ue !i!!oz1 

~Jotct~11 l1i.3C, it;snf,t)C; L!i{} f~l:'\wel ·---~- it~- t}J11 

7Gt7 !:J1.1e .is 

-------~--

________________________ ,_.,._ ___ .., _____ ~-~ •. !S 'i','4.IAl'"-"'!t*"""'"'"i' 

792 \11.Y1..l!J f1£!t.b. ahc teke 111·.r ~e-1:'Ur::n.t ar;d hir 
l·ord 

,·;e~;,, .. 'ol! ~ ..... t ----------·-------· 

tlE9 f]:r JJ:-Oac~rf ss :to :irno1roc ctie1~i·c!·100!! 
t:011 ~1.)" s-o 1(1:r~t;r: crs.tit~t: in .. e atoon 
':il oom £ir,;ur0 thH' irm>i~ en,;1rB:1tet! be 
,So lo.ngt1 11t1r:, the·:)~ c;o;3.fo:rt;ot1 hire t.i! :J:he 
!:.eco~11.1ed hatii b.:l ho1;.e ttn.d rt:: rtl}:Jou:t 
Tho e:n.p'I'fmt:,,11p- of h.ir conHoleclotm 

GSZ, rfhit:i'-0 1•olclcew !;lecI: ti!f:t bex't® f1):t' the 
f'i,ero 

907 ',)11ieh Ht~Y h:ad.de pe1;"}1ted ';,liti:.\ hi.fl! ~ofte 
$.'r.OiJl!'GS 

7h1s [Wrd:n: ful or lm;ies mid f.rf flom•ee 



t~o Dlmrced ~1 squ.iar tiitorn Dorisen 
Thtit fret;_sher wes _onf-1 iolyer ,of iiirr.ay 
!1a to rey- dOO..':l. tji:!:Jit i!!. the !'&mthe of LSey 

941 Bt;t neuere do.rote he toll(tn. hire his 
g;reuance 

r;1t11 outeu cop,o he d~~nk P.1. his po:m:.rree 

.g50 Sut lnngw1sshetl1 ae n i"!.1r:re doc,th in 
nalle 

'951 t..nd dye he r..oste he 6e~rde ns di{le 1ll&.o 
Fo.r !fe:rciaus . tbt1t d1>rste nr.:t wlle hir wo 

985 .. If· .. ns i'er ns ! ?mue '"<11 t 

1109 'fndcr his brerJt ho ba~r it mool"{;;> ~:erec 
Thvn ~uero did.e P~hilna ·f'ot" Osli1tllee . 

111.Z. J\rJ.i t16,l ·re fu.lowo that o:e a surssEure 
!n sureer1c ir-s y,erilou.~ t11e c1.11re 
But t1en myghto t-ouelle -the r:rwo or- eome 

ther by 
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1131 *. - Bn~ s~~ch folye 
Jl,,.a i:I? ou:re ~ayef'.o is n.at worth 8 flye 

1156 /.non tor _iQye his herte ga.n to dsunee 

1245 Phebus wax old tind hewe:t lyk letcn.m 
~tin his h.o-te d&ClJnf.'lcioun 
Shoon as the turned gold with .strem.es 

ttr.t; e.11te 

1252 !rums sit b!! the t)1r with double bent 
And 4rynketh ot his 'but::le hera the ~-n 
Bit.om h..'Wl .stent tira~n or t}.ie tusked 

1355 Allas (?UOd she on. thfm 'fl'~!,··h~···? ·-'.!>,1l<i1·ne 
'Thet n.tmr wrapped hast < ~: i_n thy cheyne 

.1425 Or rather sle rrq self fo s= l'!.ene,:oe 
f.s dide Demoeionis doghter deere 
-Br e.e.u.ee ·th.et sl'"-..e ~lc1e 1".o.t -det'ouled he 

· ·C Cedesus it is :f."r-...1 greet p.itee 
7."'o re1:1en h.r,.l't thy dof:;b.tren 1cyd~ nllan 
ri'h-at slowe hem sell" -for imich £< ~:;mer c.as 

As greet e pi tee !'\?es it or wel r,:;vore 
The Tbnb.an. ma.y-<ten that f sr siehnno:re 
ltir eeluen slo-w .ri.ttht for awi.ch .::tiiier-e 't'» 

Another ~uebtm .maytle:rl d!d rieht oo 
For oon of t1actdon,ye h~1l'Ule hire oppre-es~d. 
St.ie with hil'0 der:th 11ir- r:mytl:E'>Mede 

re4.ressed 
'.:m~t shal l seye or iryeeretes ~f' 
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1425 (Continued) 
-Tl.'u!t tor ~ich -ces birette hir self hir· J.yf 

!:iqw t.l'fiW{) eek was to t,leibtnaes 
!tis loue t.hat rather ror to. dyen choes 
Thm1 r-or to mi~ his body vn:bur.red be 

1D which n wyf wu.s iilce-s.te quo<l she 
,~n.~t setth (.m,.er of f!OOtle Pen.olopee 

1i.l. Grece kncmeth of h1r che.$titee 
!'~ea of' !.a.odor~~ is wri ten thus 

Thnt wlm.n . .nt ':."ray J. wns slntu ?'rotheeele.us 
m, l•ne:~:r oolde she l~"Ue t!.!"tet- hi,i. day 

'Z'lle sam of noble Porcia telle I r.18Y 
f!i th out& . Brutus koude ab.c n:t-lt l.yu.e 
To wl:~ she hruldc al hool h1r hu:rte yeue 

l'he pertlt w:i.tnod ot .#~:i:"the=ru,sye 
Honoured is thurch al tl"'...e Barbf',.:rye 

O Teut~ ~uaene thy wifly chastitee 
To alle ~rues may a mirour bee 

The st:r.& thyng I soye. or Bilyen 
Ot F!.Odogone ond eek. Vul.e,:ria 

1554 Ue ch-el.'!sseth hi:-e·as tho~ she -were n 
queene 

3201 And therto he was sle.ith and. :t'u.l pryuee 
And lyk s nayd.nn make :for to see 

3206 J.,_nu be h.vi'!is-elf' ~e mrote as is. the roote 
Of lieorys or~ oetewale 

52~1 This oarponter had·· "tffldded. newe a. wyf 
t'Jb.ieh thnt h.e lou.ecl m.oorc tlw.n his lyt 

ua 
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5225 er xvii j yeer nhe was o-r: ~go 
I.ilous he wt:1s and hf)eld hi1<e.· Mriie in 

CHgC 

3~51 But sitb that he 'ffl\S fallen in the sn.sl"e 

3840 Of' col'blQlr; silk withinne and eek wi thoute 

3245 ll'Ul. $'lWJ.e y9ulled were 1t..ir, -1,rowes two · 
.ii.nd tho ·were bent 11.nd blti!.ce f';;;J! tiny slo 

324'1 She ~e: tul. more bl i~f'ttl en t,> see 
·Than ia th& n~-e porionette trt.)e 

3249 luR1. softer than. the wollo is of n "1ether . 

3253 %.er eye no l:!F..U so wye thfrt koude thenehe · 
Zo gay a potelote or !m'ieh rr wenche 

3255 F\tl. briehter t,c:e- the shynyhg Gf ·h.ir hewe 
Th~.n in the tour the noble ;.rf'orgeiJ newe 

5257 But of r..ir eong it l't!:!$ ~.s loude ?.,nd 
yerne 
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3259 T-herto she koud,e e-.ktp::pe and. m.oko ~ 
As ffnli" klrde or C!'!'.11' f'olW!,"ng& his dsme 

3261. m.J> mouth w.a.s 8?$te as hr~ot or the 
~th 

.Ol" lloord ot npples leyd in hey or beet-ll 

526~ H:fnsyri{; she wtul o.s is n i<>ly cnl t 
ton.g t-13 a ma.&t and vprlght as a. bol.t 

5265 A b:rocne &he har vpon hir loua e.oler 
I~ brood .es is tee boos of a bok&l6'l:' 

3~2 A~ ehe sp:ror..g u P.. colt doth !n the 
tni.ue 

&.""i09 TM.s 150ode wyt t.vente on an hal ida.y 
Hir torheed ffll.OOn as brig.ht ~ im.y- d~y 
So W&G it \!.'5~$hi!.'!1 f.!!l\F.m. ShQ leet hir werk 

3314 Crul was his. heer R.nd o.s the gQl<l 1 t 
art00n 



3545 t{he wus oo prop:re e.:t;;('! swete E.m1 1 ikeroun 
I du wel si1:.v:r;. if she ha,l be.en ;;., moun 
rm:i he a C'.t1t :tft Wt)lrtt:i h1r lteute 't?cno.n 

3.."585 She 1cn::,~t!1 sn -th:ls hende Nicholas 
'Tu".'_t /;be,ilor, nlillY tlow-e the bukkc,s 1:...:n·n 

5.'3t 5 E}tCt,uue thst he fer "<',as fr-.:m rlir sigh.to 
.-:P11.is nye Wiohoh.~e st-00.d in lris lig;"l.te 

MSS :ae oride and, kw.,kked :1s thHt he '\"/et'e 
v;ocd 

3444 This Nieb.olas st1t e11ere Or:t3Jl'!le t'p1'ight,,e 
As lte h.:?d kiked on the neI,,~ moone 

3595 Thrurue shd tow ct-zy'l!i'1e ae :t'i'.t,"e:;e I 
vnd:ertue 

As 'doth the ..:'hi ta tioke nfter his dr.n.ke 

3615 Hym thynkG'tli verr~iliche tiW,t ,be miay s11 
Hooe flood eorus walwy:r,...e: &is: the nee 
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5?04 I .r11oorne. ao oooth o lm::1b after tlw tote 

3705 Ywis lEltl'.JHn I hr.mct1 mJioh loue lo:u.gyr~c 
~?1~~t l:rk n turtcl t.::'€1i""~ i~ 1--::.r rnour11:rr1c; 

:37?2 :!:his Absolon ne r.,onhtw n.tt 1~ bcue 
O:t'" t:.l hi3 ;play • • ,. 

3??~ • .. • no worit ar-'f'Jm he yn.f 
Se 'rH-,td1lc tiloort.: to'\"r o:a Jiit~ di~:;tnf 

380G i2111a itieh,)lGs ancbn leet :i'le a fart 
h.s tre0t :1s it hcd.d.~ ho£,:'1 a thondcr der,t 
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3821 J~.r1d dour1 goo'tn., t1l 11~,. fond neither to .selle 
\e breed 110 ;:;le til ho e,1;;.1 to the cells 

And moore we seen of Cristes secree thynges 
lC:\72 ?ha:n. burel fo11;: al thogh they weren kynges 

T::c 1:ruc in :,01.tei.~-tB a:iii- in. Ll.~s;: it) .. {i.~;:.ce 
;\?1u burcl Zolii: i,;_ richesse 0.11d di.::rpen<:e 

1880 Jno. fgtto his son..:.;: and make his body lene 



1938 'i:nerfore right tH~ l!n lmuk itp et a sou.rs 
Vp api-,ngetb. iuto theyr I'if.1-;b.t oo 1,r~~:~0ere:.s 
1..'tf chnl.'1 table t.1.:;11 che:.stf> bis, fl'f.iros 
Mt:kez;i ti1· O.Ycl'l.';:1 to godt1tHi C70$ t,120 

l..95 1ilvJt noouth yo.~ 4iue.rso froros seche 
t~hrit nerle.th h:pn thi~t hcth a pHi•fit le-che 
To aechen otht:?/'~, lt~Oh(~t!.l 1n the toun 

~l'.ne hye OO'd thttt 81 thfo worl,l hnth 
wroght 

f;.crith th0.t th$ r~erkioon r1torlhy i:: h:J;.e hire 

1992 With w:ilioh th~· c11::iUel set :vo~r,o ::ie:rte a 
fire. 

2001Ther nys ywis no serpent so cruel· 
Whan man tret on his tayl ne half so fel 
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0051 Tbel" .!.s ful m.ny o.J:t e:ir:.he tl.nd rieuy en oft! 
At?e.it:,,ug on o lord anf he noot ti"here 

OC.00 'Th.ow sh61 t 100 tyude aa lust as le a squyre 
Hoold nat the deueles lrnyf ay at thyn herte 

!150 'i:her · eys no eepul df"!!~~mg in e cirrt 
Thi~t r,yghte hen ln.te e. fa.rt of smch tt 

$0-Ull 

2106 Ye been the snl t ot tho e-rthe and the 
siauour 

2220 neu.ere er-st er now heme I of si,.;ich 
metere 

l tro1m the deuel putte it in h.i3 ~'!'td.e 
1r. are :e:-..ot.rik shal ther- no .men. fynt\e 
E!for.v. tt1s day of emch a l!llebtioun 

~.87 The lord the 1:l.a.y mid eeb nun sane- too 
£re re 

Se-ydc.n that Iankyn spak in this· mat ere 
tls ~!. 1l1.S D-1elidfi or Protholomee 



TEE C ANOH' S n-:oitAN' S TALE 

732 1:h.G.t sliciJ,"l1ge _se1e:n.c-e h~th m.o rmnd eo 'tmi-e 
That I M,Ue no go,..id. wher thfat euere I :fnre 

741 But eeyte his pu!"s :.;_nd mni:e his wtttes 
th.y·r;rte 

VJhan we been ther as we shul excercise 
'751 ()ure el.uysshe eroft we semen -wonder wis& 

859 ct ~Ile th1.se names now wol I me reste 

B86 li'or itl th.(!} world. they aty-nken as a goot 
111.:t:· 6£1UVU.t• 1:;;: !oO r-r.~:Q."t!~Gh ~ne so l:oot 

$B-B ~"3.t thogh a rsrn f1•0.m her;a e ~le be 
!l'hc se.uour ~._,l i.n.r-ectc l~mr trn::.teth :me 

9~7 J'.'lukke vp y,:,ure :?wrtes m11 beetb. e.i~1d :.:-ind 
blithe 

A marchant pardee may nat ay endure 
i:\,ttg " i, 1..1 . • •. a,.• i ,ii -A i t· • . . 
i.":I:, bOla .,,~.,e ;..l. R ga-0{, . S uJ;."OWUuu: n . !le S~ 

Ai.d sa:n tyme cu:-:th it s~u~~- vn to the londe 

950 Ar.id whon we b~en togid:r-:':S eue:ricbon 
E.uery JMll senetll. ~~ ,::.,~lor,,..on 

962 nut al thyng which timt shy11eth e.::; the 
golf 

!-}ys nst gold es that l haue he1't told 

954 ne euery 01>pul tht\t is f'ail" e.t ~ .. e 
Ile 1s nat good i'i:T.&i.t so men eleppe or erye 
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~ ClLOUN' S YEONJlli' S TALE 

967 Ee tl1~t seieth t:h~ ni€ezt by Iesu.s 
!e l'lOOst .fool ~..n. it con.th to the preef 
Ju·dl he th!it serAth trewe:a;t ie Ei fillet,;."!' 

S'l 2 '.i'har is -a ehenoun of rel ie1tr4") 
l~l'l,ges -vs wolde inf'eete ~ ~- toun 

1077 ~1th coueitiso an~n thow shalt be blent 
.o g.r1:u::oleos i"ul blyr,.r1 is thy eoneeit 

· 1000 $ire hoost in .tei th and by the he,uenes 
queene 

l2S9 lJ. to w;m,pl.e is ~7 tonge t? :pJ:10noune~ 
A.a uinistre 01.. "Y v.'i t 

1300 ••• the doubleoo.ese 
ot tb.te eh.coon. roote or al ou~t\ue 
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1313 Right as hy-::-1 listo the preest he vade 
his ape 

1342 ·::as :..euere brid gladder G-f:,ayu the day 

154!3 ;:;e r,,yghtyngule in the sesou;-:,. of ?0'iay 

1344 YJna neuere noon that lyste bet to syn_ge 

1345 ?ie lady lustier in carolynge 

1346 Or for to s:peke of' loue cr:d wo:man.hedo 

1347 I:'e lmysht in arm.es to doon e.n he-::'c1:i dode 
To stonde in gre.ee of his lady deere 
Than hadde this proest this sor-i ere.ft 

to leerc 

1388 Co::1sidereth sires how that ir:. ech estaat 
3itwixe mon and gold ther is debaat 

l.39? They :w.owe wel chiter211. as doon ieyes 

140'7 0 fy for shame they that han been brent 
Allns ktm they nn.t flee the fyrcs hete 

1413 Ye been as boold as is Bayard the blynde 
'l'hat blo:ndreth forth and peril casteth 

noon 
H:e is an boold to renne ngayn a stoon 
Ae for to r;oon bisidea in. the weye 

1418 If that youre eyen kan nat seen aright 
Loolce that youre .m.ynd.e lakke noght his 

sight 
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1423 \;i thclrr;i.we the f"S,'I' lest it to f a.sie 1:1:rorme 
Medleth nru.'.loore with tll£:t art I 1nene 
For if ye deem 'youre 'tl:n•if't is goon ful 

cl enc 

143 Ther me.y no mec:,:i ~.er.curie morti.f:/e 
But it be with bis brother knowlechy:n.g 

1434 O:f' philosophres fader was Hennas 

330 I pey11e me to lmn a:n hHutoyn speche 
A.nd rynge it out as round as gooth a belle 

. 396 And est and west vp on i~he peplc I bekke 
As dooth a dm1;-ue sittyng on a berne 

4,06 Thogh t.hrztt hir soules goo11 o. blEikeber~red 

421 ·Thus spi tte I out .r.J.y ven1'm. vmler hewo 
Of ho1ynesse ••• 

47 2 'Hir othes bee.n so grete aml so dempnnble 
That it is grisly for to heere hem. swere 
Oure blissed lordes bod.:y the:r to tere 

475 Hem thougllte that !ewes rente hyn ynough 

4?9 Syn.sere::; wttn harpes baud.es wafereres 
';,'hiche been tho vorray deueles officcres 
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-~--..... ·-·-~---~ ... ----,-

.534, 0 'VJO;ttQe O b(tlJI C, ~.t)'Tl.!~ynr,; C(;;,;. 

r>~Jlf.il.lt!d er~ Qt1,r1s?!;: ~~r:~1 -o_~~- eo.rr-u.p:cio1.-;!:, 
;\t eitftf:.:::-- :::~t?;.n fJf tllE~e .f\~.iil1l .it· tho t{oun 
now p~c-f<t lRboux i:_n:" t'!Of-t ic tho~ tu r':,nffo 
""j_1;i~r: G;:'<lrc:;;~ ·_;:C~- t h~y E·t:_:7:.J.)U ;:1.::~:~ ~:. t:r~~::·::1~~ d.nQ F1::}'fH1e 

Zind. turnen s1.1b;,ftcunce :i;: to 1£1eeitl~nt 
~-ro I>a11~111en. :~.1 th;r 1.ik{;J'"VUS t-,:rl.~,r~t 
Out r.:if· the ha.r-da bom~s imtJ;ld;:e they 
:r1ie. -:n~~l7;/' for thr:y cnste J10;~11t a~-ey 
Thet my ro thu:r.r:h the golat soft.e tmt1 soote 
O.f s:r;-1,cerie oi: lt-s:f hn.rlt ar.d roote · 
Shel been llis s"-1JJ.Ce ymB.ked by del.it 
T~) na.\e h:,m 1:s·t :::, ne~re:r r.;;prdit 
But certos he th.Et husnteth swiche delices 
IE", doad whil thr.t ht. l,;tueth in tho vieas 

5fJ3 /~J1d titttr:£;h til}' fl,ronke no~-e semett the ttO.ltn 
P .. s t~l:Of1il tJJ~}ti ~eJ-l!:er.t aJ· Snnp.s,tmn ~3r:Ep~-0!1n 

658 ?or dM!:lr(m.essc i~ verrey sepultu.re 
Of nrJ:r~<~s ~1:i t m1f!: lris {1iecrt;cio~n 

562 ::row- l;e11e ;;:o'i:; i~ro the 1r!:itc ene. f~ the rctte 
;: .. n~ T}.!"":-~:~;,l:~~ fro t!1-e yfn.i tl;) ~J:/!~. o-i ... l"°'r~:7e 
Tb.st is trJ l!ella in Fi.ss!!strctc· n~- i:1 Gl~epe 
~11:;, ·:.·::;n er::- ~121:In/e crE;;;,~t}: !?t!I1--till;r 
:.rt othe~e ~:~ne-s €.~NSTige- taste- by· 
nt' v:!;:73!:h ti1.e:i? riEeth er::5-c.h :rn~o~i tse: 
~niet 1.:Jbt:tt .. :~ r~Hli ;-1£"itt d1~{}11t:;:;n Qratrhtee· -tlr?:e 
.~".:nt1 -r:oi~ot1: tha~ 1:e be,\ ~t t1:tom !11 Cte.pc 
!te i~ in ~,pair:ne r"i ;-l\t at tl1t; -t-0~11:"te of J .. epc< 
::i~t fit tl>: Focl1.•jl n.e ~t Bu:ri!~uY- to1u: 
;."\nd th.~.n:tf) V~~~;l ha, t:~c:~~ r-~~~:-"'-pp·~:,~_~J"T;_ $.r;.~p!~H':>'Jn 

e 
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PROLOGtJE AND T.AL1!: 

1651 Cf tb;ec et,l ;:yf th-e ~hi'te 111-ye tlo·ur 
13h.ie!2 tI1.~.t t:he b[I!- r-md is e; ~~-y<te clt-.,:!tJ; 

1654 t~t:,t tl:~-t~ I filfl:~ -er~eF:·sen 11-lr h.on.011r 
.1?or she 1:1:t~ scl'f 1D t.onou.r ::me: the J.."O~to 

1668 !'t..t~,;; goost hif'nr,,,, of t:·.;r tft"':cy gnytee 
l\~!d ~;et~:z~t vs the li.gl"rt a.f~ tt .. ·~:- :}i-... =<~ -._.;.· -., 
i 1v 5Yf:len v:s ~.f11 to th!t eonc· E:-0 d.eere 

16"/3 T;')klit ! :r...e 1.;t:.y the 1:;eight~ lV1:t sust~ne 
.hit ti.s s ch:Ut1 of twelf uont:h ola or lease 

l '705 Du~ a;;- iil:w..n I l"l,membre on thi~ n.a::,rtere 
t~int H1ohol~s ztz.m.t e'!.re.re ir.t ~~J' pre~u.ee 
l"o:r he ~-o 1"-0ttg: to Criot diee reuc1•en.(fe 

~ .... ...., .................... ~ .............................. .-....................... ~----~--~--~--............ ~~~------.................................. ..... 



1748 oure firste too the se.t"Pe:ut Saths.nas 
That m1th in Iev,<es b61'-te hio uael)e n.e-st 

1784 She goth as soo-~N half out of hir 
~~nde 

l 7'99 This ~ ot olu;,st1 t~e this tm:.el"sude 
i\nd eek ot ~~~tird@ the ruby bri~ht 
Ther ho With throte yko1"U.$'Z, :te.y V'l>right 

18£4.. R1e- ealte teerys trikled do,xn QS ·rern 

1866 itr.d sttlle he ley rm he hsdde beau. 
ybounde 

124 Youre bt;gges ·been noght .t'U1ef! with r,;m\HJS 

:~i.; 

But witll sye. cynk tht~t renn.2th for youre
ohmrnce 

129 ••• yew been. f~dre-s of t1d.y1~s 
1\:nd tel.es bo1fh-e of _pees ~nu or- d-ebat 
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190 ?rrrnuent·ure jz;i,r :thi.lke la?'ge 'book 
0hich that t:teL clepe the heuene y't'Jl'iten 

i'rith eterree whnn th&t hn l'-..ic- birthe 
tock 

Th.st he tor loue sholde hen hie deth 
ell~s 

Fe!." 1n tra, sterree. cle:rer t-hrin. is e;lns 
!s write.n god WQot who so koude it :rede 
The deeth of ouery man. witil outen dred.e 

In ste?"n'l's rum:,·· s. ,-;.-ynter ther 'biforn 
WG.S \in"i ten tlie deoth of' Ecto:- Aehille.s 
ot Pompei lulius er they were horn 
The steyf' o:t Thebes nnd o-t Hercules 
Of Cnmpson ri'urnus W'td of Socrates 
The deotb- but menne~ 1.:rittcs ben. eo dulls 
The.t. no wight lam wel re&!r it ntte tulle 

2$8 1 t.rovcte st ?ro:i•e whan Pirrua brnk: the 
wal 

er Ylion bre-nde ?hebes the citee 
I-Jnt Rome for the ham. thurr:,h Re..n~.~bal 
'"i'het F.omayns h~th venqnys.ehed t:i,mJ-a thre 
;1t;s herd aw1oh tendre wepyng for gitee 
An in the ohP..oore .:r::1s f-or hir dep-1urtynge 
ttut forth she moot wher so she wcpe or 

sr....ge 
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, ___ ..._ _.,_ . ..,~,--------------------------------------
295 t: :fir.st moe~yng, em.el fi~Zt r-:.ent 

I'iith thy (Uurnnl ~weieh th~t <iro~eet trfl' 
And hurl-est el ~n est til occident 
'!"'hut naturelly wolee .h.olde another \!'.~Y 
11!:tlr croi1dyng ect the hcuene in ~zi~h raT!ly 
At tlm bit,."Yl',tl'I'.Jf'Yl.g of this tiers rtn~ 
'?h~t <iruel flars h!tth al.syn this ntr~iage 

306 C tieble r1oone vnb-~ppy been thy 1,as 
Thon l:nyttoe:t thee the-r thow nrt n.nt 

roceyued 
rr-nel" t.how t•m2:"0 t<Jel fro them:eo artow 

weyued 

551 7ie shul .first f*yne vo crietondom. to te.ke 
Coold w&ter sh~l rmt greue vs but a lite 

555 }tor tho,eh his ·w:r-f be eristn-~d n.eue!' so 
uhite 

$ho slml tmue nei!e to wean-he nw-e-y the rede 
!''i100h she n f-ont fu1 water ~i th hi:r lede 

350 o aerpf..n1t vnde.r t>e,,.."'*nynytee · 
· ly1, to the !m~pe!it. dti':pe in. hel1e yboun~~ 

36:l o t~irn.ed. mmz-ffr1 tl thst llef'" oo:a!'ounile· 
Ve:rtu cind innocence thurgh thy m~liee 
!e bre,1 in thee as nest of em~ry vies 



565 O Sathan enuyous syn thilke day 
Tb.at th-ow we-re -ahneed from: oure ht,,!:'1 tnza 
r{el. knov.-trn,t-ow to 'W''.>tmien th.e olde way 
'fll.0!1 rd!u.'lest Eua brynge vs in oeru~e 
~ 1.rolt fordoon this eristen :merier-.e 
'fl'l~ in&t~t so weylswey the while 
l!akestow o-r wom::&n ,i!:mn thou wolt bigile 

4{}~ Ntjunht trowe ! th-e triu.:"'lp.he or Iul.ius 
or which thst Lttcan msketh mrl.eh a boost 
VJas ro18ller n.e moo-re et~'tlS 
'i'!1ffn wr;.s toos~lee o.f th.ts bli.etul oost 

404 But th.ic scorpion t:hi$ wr"ked. eoost 
The s<mdar.:esec fot" al hir f lG.tery-:nge 
Caste vnder this :tul mortally to styng-e 

420 (ot' the t"esst} 
But al to deer~ they boghte it er they 

ryse 

459 The wh!~e 1~ thet hurt wes withe epere 

4?0 lieu ?Aygl1teu o et:en wy s.ho ,-.~e nog:ht sl~yn 
:Eek at the fC"ste -whO ley'ghte hir body sau-e 
And 1 answet-e to that demeumle agayn 
Vlbo s-eued Danyel 1n the- horrtble caue 
The:r euery wight snu-e he m.1is.ter ~ud krume 
Was with the looun troto er he asterte 
!s!o mcnt but god that he be..r in his he~ 
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4'?9 0l"'1et whiel:! th:1.t is to G\U'fl"!r hf.{r.Jnt 't;riG'.lclt~ 
:\?i1 C8Tteir:.. oones of'te t'I.~ kaov.ra11 olerkes 
l:iOl..:>th thyti.g fiJ'1.' Cf31•t0h, entt~ th1lit ful li,i}rk 

is 

4$5 Who ks:pt h.i:re fro the c.renchyn.g i:n the see 
Tino Mpte Iont1a in tht-1 f isshor,; t:W.M! 
Til ho wn.a spo,1ta,d "l1i ut Nyn;yuee 

,na ~·!itl may men lrno·we it w-tts no w-:igbt but he 
.j_"'hnt kepte :V!l!;le Ebm,yk from. hi:r 

d:re:uc~·:aga 
7ll th deye :tm:it tlm.!',gh out the see !)tl.$t;yr!,ge 

491 Who be.d tllA f'oure SJ;i.ritz o:t tm:r1,1,.eot 
ThJJt .vower ht~J:r. tr::.:ri.oyen. tan.ii {i:lttd see 
Botho n.ol"th ~nd s:outh itt1d al.zo aent and: 

est 
llll.oyeth neither see ne le,ntl 11e tl"tH) 

DoothlJl the oomtd,i.lm.1.l" ot th~.:.t. ~ms he 
Th~t fro ti1e tempest ~I}' tl:r'. womman kepte 
J;s \tal ~;hon Bh0 wook otl 1:ih.r-1.n ohe slcJ1t.e 

500 Who fedde the Egi:poien Marie in the oaue 
Or in the desert no wight buD Crist sanz faille 
Fyue thousand folk it was as greet meruaille 
'1dith louea £1me r:red flashes. two to re,1e 
God OO'.llt~~ hi.t} l1oyaon at hh"' g11r:te ueile 

1fit1l ~1hi.ehe r':'!Crt cer,11 afte:7:- tht1tt tJ:J:3:1( bet:?i 
bl:n1de 
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61'1 For ~s too l~ t~wa«.~ hls death t.~ bT;;>~.ht 
fc stnnt tld.s innocent; b1f'o::.-e the kyng 

631 Allen Cu:!trfuncc t;:10t; nest ne cha.~ioun 
Ne t1r,;hte kl°tl!&tow noght so ""¥e1l~\lroy 
:&.tt he th€I't attil'f' £"or oure retle.!.1.peimm 
./\nd ti-ontl S~then. P.m! yet llrth t:oox- he lny 
S'.-0 b~ th;r stro11,go eh~ion tilt:¥ dt~-Y 
Jlor but 1±' Crist open ni~cle kyth~ 
t;1tnouten gilt tho-a sh~lt been alByn as 

sw;rthe 

845 Emie r-e ~,t sei-1n Z{;t'.i tyr:;w c. 1):?.le- ttr~e 
J,t:-{)l..l!J a i)l'ee"S Of" h::t! that heth. be 1!£d 
To~ bis deeth wher as hym. r;at no graee 
And e~ich ~ colour 1n his face h~th had 
!!en m.yght~ know-a- h:i.s .face t~t ~e b:1irtsd 
?.manges rule the f~ee~ in that route 
oo et:unt C-ustru-1.ee- and loolteth hire abo"!1te 

675 'Th.c doim.ter ot h-01?' oh!rehe 1.n heigh -
prenn::iee 

?Ol Me 11e:t mt or th.c chP...t ne of t"he atro:e 
~n &o long a We Mor the e1-)n 
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106 .rha i"'~t of O"a~ey t~:;,le is f.CiZ to enyE> 
Thtw- ete ~1::d dr/:ake and ilaunee ruid 5"Jttge 

r.,na 11le;'v 

852 In ~'!1 t1:iste ! erui izi his r;;oc!.er ti-eere 
T11at is to me 1,1;y ss;tl fUln m',k rey gt~ere 

9~2 :ffi>w my this weyke ~n han this 
etre-ngt:he 

!-tir to f.-efe.r.ilc ftfI.,yn this :ren.~gut 
O Golias v11;-i~~ii1,le oi' lell{~ho 
lli>YI' eyh~e t'mtiit ~w th~ so mnct 
So Jt'On& 81ld. ·of al'Elt4-C so de:rolnt 
ItO'ffi dorste hG lo-okc vr,o:n thy dro.,tul f~ee 
Wel l':Lt\7 ne~ seen 1t "1f.!G but t;0ddeG grae~ 



S39 ::110 }"E.f !udi th eors~ {)~ hardYftc.sn 
To eleen. l'ly~ Oloter:nus in his ten:te 
li:nd to tleliucron. out ot. W'l"fH~ehednesse 
'?ho !)ei}-le of g;d ! se~ for this entente 
".21~t ri~ht as god sp1rlt of' i.f'igou_r ttenta 
To hot:i ~:nd s.rfu.ed h&l'i.1 O'"ut ot z:-ie'!chaunce 
So mmt;e h~ myght and vigour to iJu.St1nn1ee 

10?5 !mo: fmich a. bJ.isse is th.er h!twb: 11et1 two 
S'h"'i:t anue the 1oye tlt..et lristeth etmnm.o 
'ther 1 s 110011 lyk th&t- tm.y !Jl"e8:tllre 

Hath ee;m or st-J.u mil tb~t tl10 viorld tr~. 
dure 




