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Il~DUCTION 

The background of California story of the period 1848-18501 dur-

1ng which time the United States spread her imperial wings over areas 

of portance to her, is one of exceptional interest. The expansion 

policy of the United States was causing Britain no little concern. 'l'he 

United States wcs e er to extend her "lllanif'ast destiny" policy to the 

Paci.fie , and for this reason she lfi.shed possession ot the California re-

gion, t hen a pa.rt ot end owned by Merteo. Brita.in, too , was looki 

with longing eyes e.t this same terr! tory. She knew ot the commercial 

adve.nt ea to be obtained in California and hoped ror thes at l east , 

it not f'ull possession. 

There is ch of ev1de oe which affii,na British imperialistic in-

tentions 1n Calitornia , and no evidence to the effect that she had none . 

By the Treaty of 1824 between the United States and Russia , the northern 

limit of the clailns of the United States was fixed at 540 40 1 north 

latitude , it being agreed that the citizens ot the United States hould 

not thereaft er form. under the authority of their ovornment, any eotab-

lishment north of that line, end Russian subjeots hould not fom an,-

south of it. Thus , Russi left it to the United States and Gr at Britain 

to contest the territory south ot 54o 4-0• . 1 

Oregon at this time was occupied Jointly by Britain and the United 

States. There had been much debate concernin the boundary- ot Canada, 

l 

and until this s definitely settled and Bri te.1.n had been eked to leave , 

she intended to purchase Californi TerritOl"'j and popu.late it 11'1.th British 

subjects. AIJ result of this imperialistic idea, American troops 

1 1ohn Bassett Moore, History and Digest ot International 1 tration 1 
Government Print Ott'iee, Washington. 1906. I, p. 207. 



~obed into California 1n 1846, and ve notice to the British that not 

only was the idea of purchasing California p 

joint occupa-tion ot Oregon was at an end. 2 

sterous , but also the 

Prei:sident Pollr, ·whose hot- headed campaign . ve the United States 

2 

her first outlook on the Pac1f1o , 3 told Colonel Benton that he was strong-

ly inclined to reaffirm the Monroe Doctrine against perm1tt1 foreign 

(Engl.1sh? ) colonization; at least so tar as this continent was concerned. 

He also said that Great Br1 te.1.n had her ey on California w1 th the inton-

tion of possession. He said he and the eople of Unitod States would 

not be willing to permit that territory to pass into the possession ot 

&Icy" n colony planted by G t Britain. Polk especially had the f'ine 

bay of San Francisco in view and would not think of' per.mi tting it to be 

settled by a foreign nation. 4 

Not only Polk , but the Congress of' the United States , was a e to 

the situation in Cal.1torn1a. It was believed b;r all that Britain not 

only barred the but sought the prize as ell. There were a ver!Ll 

1nsurrectionary bodies in Californ1 during tho period 1845- 1846. 

British agents there were very interested 1n creating a British colony. 6 

Br1 t1sh Admirals upon the Pacif'ic Coast re to work toward this end. 

Pekenh , in Uexico, wrote to Pallnerston, English Prime-:W.nister, and 

2 Guy H. Scho1eticld, The Pacific - Its Past and l!'llture, London. 1919, _._, - - - ___ ........,_. 
P• 184. 

3 Allen Nevins , ~ - ~ Diary 2!_ .!. President 1845- 1849 , I.ongmens Green 
and Co., New York, 1929, p. 19. 

4 .!!?J.A, p . 20. 

5 Robert Boimoin oat, D1.plomat1o Relations .2!, G at Britain _!!!! ~ 
United States , Edward Arnold and Oo., London. 1925. p. 130. 



said: 

It is to be retted that advruit e should not bet en of the 
arrange nt some time since concluded by the exican Government with 
their c d1tors in Europa, to establish an is po~ulation in the 
magnificent Territory of Up r Oalifornia. 6 

'l'.b.ese British agents in the estern Hemi phere had been urgi their 

home country to occupy Ce.11torn1a and control Texas for soma years . An 

ish author named Forbes published a book setting torth the ortance 

ot that re ion and telling of the d er it the northern .A?nerican tido 

ot population would ova helm California. He pointed o~t the opportunity 

that 1 t atforded En land for coloniz tion, end sug ested that 1 ts cession 

be brought about by exchan 1ng the dsbt of fii'ty million dollars , due 

England , by exico , for a trans:t'er of Oalitornia to the creditors. 

Vu1ous American newspapers sounded an alarm over these prol)osala . I t 

was at this t:imG that Richard Pakenhe.m, the British minister at Washin 

ton, advised an increase ot naval strength in the Pacitic. 7 

The native Californians re tar from content with the feeble yet 

despotic rule ot the ex1cans. It wa.e clearly dorseen that a change of 

s evident . British interference and interest ade 1t easily 

ap ar to American ottieials as 11 as the native Ce.11:torniens, that 

England entertained serious intentions of securing possession of that 

territory and also serv-ed to stimulate rican aggression to a greater 

ready to lcome and assist these agg eaions on the rt or the United 

Stat s . 8 

6 Ephra Douglas Adams , British Interests and Activities 1n Texas , 
1838- 1846 , John Hopkins Prass , Baltimore:--1910. p. 237. 

7 Frederick 1ackson Turner , The United States 1830- 1850,, Henry Holt and 
Co., :tlew-York, 1935 . p.508. 

8 John Hopkins University Studies ~ Historical ~ Poll tical Science , 
John Hopkins Press, Baltimore . 1895 , IIII , pp. 10, 11. 

3 
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The British foreign offiee scrrb i~c.strueticns to their re:vresenta.-

tive in Oalifor.11ia telling him tha .. , they realized comlitio-:rrs in California 

to erv3ourage rebellior1. 'but ec • .. "if Calii"ornia throws off the yoke ot 

Hexieo she should not assw:i.e a:ny other yokes that \'lOt1ld be antagonistic 

Revolution l/78.S il:'Jllin.ent in California. fite:;;:ico had no real :i;1oi:re-r here. 

She could :not control the stl'ife within that tenitory.. Califol'l1ia was 

exposed to settlement or a.equisition by mry nation that might bo i:ntcrest• 

The United. Sta:tes was d0te1<;.'llinocl that she, herself, should be that 

nation. No eountr;:; realized this better than Mexico, who asked England 

to prevent seizure of California by the United Statos.10 

representa:tive in Mexico to refrain fr011 noti.fyi:t1c; the Mexic<?,m Govern-

instrueted ono of th~: British consuls in Lo\,rer tlalif'ornia to tho ef'f'ect 

thtrt in tho event that revolution.' actually [;ot unde!' wa_y • the British 

agents must bend every effort to QStabli.sh a protectorate over that 

region. Thia advice wa.s unneeossary; however., beea.use !Texico vro.s e.weke 

to the situation but povrerless to do anything ab.out it. Lord Aberdeen 

had a :i;>lan of colonization in mind. The principle of colonization was, 

of eourset ·the beginninf.t of a policy of irrtorvention leading to :posses-

chane;o :t'or the debt,. .Aborcleen war:: willing tha.t the Mexican government 
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give . land vast land eonceasions in Oal.1!om1a •. Then ngland could 

coloniz() t ere. This o tho Briti p.olioy in the be inning, and e.lwaya. 11 

[ It b lioved by a reat nnmber of people, tbat in case or inter-

vention in Oalif'o:rn.!a by th United Stat s, both Franc and Engl.and would 

join against her, because neither or these rs ca.red to s.ee th United 

St8te bee stro •12 This is reason.able th1nk1ng , but end f'e.iled 

to get Franc p rt. 

British ents had re ... ,..,.,.....,.t 1naetive tor a year or so . Then , 

1n 1846,- en expedition of ounted U ited States soldiers were sent to 

California to take and hold military possession or it. These agents real

ized then that American intervention had be~ 4 ~oo 
. ' 

Co odore Sloat had been ordered to take San Francisco t onee it 

he should hear of any hostilities bet en exico and the United States. 

If he did not . he was to cruise e.lo.ng the coast or Calitorn.1a to Oregon 

and eh er our citizens by the presence of' the rican tlag." 
fo 

ents hap ned quie-kl.y and in la e ntllllbe • Se ur. British agent, 

directed C ptain Bl to discourage the •citizen&" ~f Oalitor~J.c. tro.m 

placing themselves under the exclusiv control of any one nation. SeymouP 

de a trip to Monterey With this in mind , only to find Sloat bad tak 

possession ( 

in England to send ore ships to the Pecif'ic Coast . This was not 

ll Samuel Bemis , The American Secretaries or State , Altred A. Knopf' • 
evr York. 1928. p . 27. -

12 Nevins• .21?,, ill• , P• 91. 

13 B s , .s?R.• ill•, p . 271. 

14 NeTins, op. cit., p . 106. 
l5 

J se s . Beeves , Diplomacy Under 'l'yler and~. J"ohn Hopkins Press, 
Baltimore . 1907. p. 278. 



doDS because·- tf England divided hs:e :tleet ,, FJ.,mee would have had lllOre 

·power on. the aont·inent otiuro~. Safety at hom.e 'tllaS ~- jraportan.t tban 

6Xp1;mSitln ¢btto$d •. l6 ~ ~ f@•Th+ L>t::~~ 

~ tam. ·that ·:arttain did not ·1Jlte~ne in Ca'.l.!to~a at: this t!111e 

am ·*$ave"' t-ho :!llhabitant:e t:rom :1:mpe..ria.1.istt~ ~ea. ns no-t bacau~

slw 1• .not interested,. -oia be•eauae &he did. ·not ~.li.ze -the :S;ategie

importnnee of· tlie Onlitol'nia Pacific bat-~ She· me• t:Jll this and 1t· 

was. m«>,,eet.lingly- ·painful to her to wt tnegs · the oongh~r aecoJilllliSh that 

j · ,m.1eh the mother, had tailed. _ . ·, · · . ~:r, .,, '.\ . 
~1ti~1~7.of Mexico et;1:ded on 1'111' ?-, 1s4o,.17 'lb.ts does not seaa 

· that British ~tho.;rlty OJ" interests. we:re ended .. · 9!1e tcllmng pa-ges treat 

the decline o.t British ~ctiVit-ies -od the. eaus~s ot this dee-line,.· 

... 



ment agents;, togethe:r with the Treat-'.r or ·Guadalupe Hidalgo~ bad. placed . .- - -

........ 
.. • --~· . -ti-. - . _- : • ~ 

it d1.d belong to us •. we were s.runous to keep iii."' 

teen th ceni?..n:y ~- ~01\laS h""t Benton had suggested 't:!:u.d, lehd be given 

away 1:n this region to sttll."dy pioneers who could ~ff rit1es. and who 

knet1 how to use ther,1., His aim. was to place nearly a lmJJ.· ....zaillion sueh 

people beyon.d. the Rocky flountains,.3 

cogn.izes that i'fti tle by oecupat1onn :tit gained by. the dis<.mvery,, ®e 

and settleraent or territory not oeeul}ies by a eiv-iiized }X)W@r" Dis-

covcry gi"Vf)S onl.:,' e.n 1nehoate title, whieh must be eonfi,rmed by use 

or settler!l.$nt..,4 A pots.toe famine in lrcltm.d turn1Shed Britain with 

1 -Turner, 21?;• .£!!., .. " p .. 509'" 

2 Congressiona1 Globe, 30th •. tlone:~;, 1st .. Sess .. , XV!l! •. 

5 earl Rassel ?!'iah, kil'3rlenn Di'D12,l!l!l, p •. 25&:,. 
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a erio e d1~cussion, nnd to r:t f rd r1 iculou retenstons found-

ed u historic r ca y nobody. " SO t elater 

Un te tate ernmant ees fit to rotect its people 

to actu l pos easion. 9 

this terri-

tory, 

re rried lest C lif'ornia tall into the 

t t 1n, they d not t nk th t ric s ttle ent a 

or .) d be of at {)rtance for er or ye rs. They re forced 

to C e r s , e ' 1rh .:ranua 1848, old was discovered 

1 the ot this discovery reach d the east , 

. tilousa t tarted st . 10 

to t d of thi ceond r , Calitorni.a had a population or 

100, 0 , mo tly n fro all seetio s d all nations . This was the first 

t 

status ed on 1n1 • new proble resented themselves, and 

n ed or " to of ove a not only v~essing, but im erative . 11 

e ty o Guadalu dalgo d not been si ed on J'enuary 31, 

1048, b t t · e Unit d States a · cmed to co ze Call f'ornia as belo ing 

t it , d o tl e ove de.ta , • Turner asked leave to introduce a 

joi t res utio to 

Anothel' act of C 

e:r: b t U r and Lower regions of Callfomia. 12 

ss which too pl ce be1'ore California was 

l ly ours by treaty , was tha appoi ntment of a eomm.1 ttee by tha V1ce

?res1 ent, to 1nvest1 te the claims of certain indi viduals now i n ash-

i on, in re to claima ma4e by Oal11'orni8Jl.S o had helped Fre nt 

ecutive Documents , 25th. Cong., lat . Seas., to . 351, pp. 312- 322. 

10 Fish, 22.• ill_ .. , p . 320. 

11 ill_, p . 321. 

12 Oo ssional Globe , 30th. Cong., 1 t . Sags ., XVIII , p. 268. 
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1n th Cali orni Insurrection. 

On , 1&18, o t e ty of dalu a d $!0 , 

too clairu: ich t ought to be ll tt e o r three 

1:.1on ollar s , on to pay i .co dditional fifteen million in ex-

C • U'"' ly' for ::i tot Rio rande, Ne x eo , · vada Ut 

C 11.r i'nia d a part at Col r o. t ~lund r of Co tez 

30:::m!G 31:a , 1n co arisen, an "Bithin a , C.al-1f rnia to 

ield "'tore f ;,O t C ~ in tee 

tr iea . • • otiny ha t a q rter or our con-

t!n. tc. a t one tlL.e. A ~, 'I hun reel t ho sand Indians were erely 

e J:1.0?lt ri stic r1ca urt red her it rest s 

e policy ot non-eolo z tion non- int rt nee y ny 

th tho in e and nt tatea in this homif1phe .15 The 

onr Doctrine al ys ad a si ifieant part in any and l oitua-

t1o 3 in which tho 1nte~ sts of the U ited States ~re at st a . 

In April , tho Cull ornia Claims e re ain bro t before the Senate . 

C "' rt thaae Cal.1f'om1ana ware pr -easing, and t e Sen te deb ted 

long an loud the nt o t hem. Ru ch pioned the eause o the 

C lif'ornians , ho, has id , had acted properl.y and nlon with Fre ont, 

h t t pro).)e ,ositi n whe y had raised t he l O of the United 

States . nt h t: the :roper sition ev n tho d be n 

d to le ve the co try. Th1 order d come 1n the to ot a threat 

13 Se ate journal, 30th. Co ., 1st. Seas., No. 502 , p . 504. 

14 Ranter ller, aties and Other International Acta of the U. S.A., 
rt cnt of State , hln ton. 1939 .. V, pp. 207 ,208 , 2097-

15 Co s lonal Globe , 30 • Co ., l et. Se s~, XVII, p . 559 . 
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end therefore 

doing this, 

ont and his men had taken the prop r course.16 After 

ont and sam ot his men nt to Oregon , and when he later 

retul'lled to California, 1 t s by orders of the United St tas Govern

ment , under the auspices of Captain Gillespie , o said that somet hing 

must be done to counteract the designs ot British emissaries •. Attar 

,1ont ' s r turn , a large number of ric settlers called upon h 

tor aid and protection. The fam1ljes or these settlers , who had been 

liv there , had been ordered , through the intluence of British agents , 

operating upon the loeal authorities to leaye the country. Britain 

had gone so far as to try to drive th out with troops. Thea people 

Rush continue by saying that th Indisns had been inc.ited to co ence 

the o of destruction by burning u_p the crops , end killing n and 

children. He also believed the British emissari es were behini: it ell, 

and finishing , a"ded that "in any war i n which had been eng ed with 

at Britain, she had al ys incited the Indians against us .wl7 

Fremont bad said that he would IJ8.Y the California <Hatms himself • it 

the United States Gove . nt failed to do eo . Bush pled with the Senate 

to listen to reason , and asked t e mbers if they would expect Fremont 

to -pay the e.zpens s "attending the gallant a.ct" the ~e especially" when 

the conse~uence of that act had been to prevent California from. falling 

into the he.nds o:f' th British Government . 

sh•s speech before the Senate was lengthy. He said that Co o

dore Sloat had been sent to the Paoific Coast . Be had written to a.sh-

16 Congressional Globe, 30th. Cong., 1st . Sees ., XVII , p . 629. 

17 .!E.!!, p. 629. 



i.Dgton aayi that British vassals re on th coast , and he believed 

hey had d signs inst the country . Sloat uld not ssumo the s-

onsibili ty for taking poasession ot llontei"ey , and California ha de-

cl d her3elt i cnendent . Shortly e.rter this , dore Stockton 

orriv d with ord r fro the United St te Government to te.k~ possession. 18 

Sloat ' red in Congress on A r!l 25 , 1 • hnd bee 

orde to d bold possonsion of Oe11forn1 . A to of civil 

gove ent e to be est blish~d under the protection of loat . 19 Only . 

:fef! rqs after he had taken possession of Monterey , a British Ad.rJiral 

arrived there , wet off as suddenly and J:Jyateriousl.y she had c , "aban-

doni Callfo.roia to i ta new oter, , and putting an ond to all ho of . 

British prote tion. " number of rifle en on horseb ck ppeared t th!a 

t , and t s an a1 s1 t to both Br! tish and .eri cans . 

"Cnlitornia s saved , this assured us t e conquest of all tho Pest ot 

California. 11 .BI?i tain .ma.erstood t t her cause s hopeleae . 20 . 
Polk' s es to Congress on J'uly 24 , included e.n evaluation o:t 

this region~ believed that the c rcia.l , na:vi ntion , manufacturing 

and 1cultural advant e gained by the Cal_iforni cession, 

at . He tloo bell ed tho.t t as ere t ese factors , the United 

St tes sove i£D,1ty over the country s or ore portance than all of 

the others . 21 re or Polk' s :message in regard to mines of C lifornia 

as follows : 

18 Congressional Globe , 3oth. Cong., 1st. Sees., XVII , p . 629 . 

19 ~ . p . 629 . 

20 ~ . p . 678. 

21 11!!!, p . 278. 



That may the more sp- edily and tully avail ourselves 
ot the undeveloped wealth ot these mines , it is deemed ot vast 

portanc that a branch of th United St t e s mint be established 
t your present session in Cal11'orn1a. ••• It will b- important 

to extend our revenue la1Js over these territories , end especially 
over California , at an early period. There is al.ready a oonsider
hle co· rce with Calif'orn111, and QJltil port of' entl"'J shall be 

established end collectors appointed , no revenue can be received. 22 

It was realized that the should be some ans of' governing the 

Territory of California. One very splendid id-ea, according to Bentol:l, 

13 

was to sup rt a bill whioh proposed to build railroad to the Pacit1o. 23 

OJJ. Allgust 14, 1848 , by Aet of Co ss , the Postmaster-General was 

uthorized to establish post offices and point deputy postmasters at 

San Diego , Monterey 8lld San Francisco ; also to such other places on the 

~oast of the '.Pacific in Calltorn.1 w1 thin the territory of the United 

States , a: temporary means of transportation s to be provided . The price 

of transportation tor letters fl"Om the At1ant1c to the Pacific was to be 

forty cents each. Fro plaoe to p;tace on the Pae1f1e a charge of twelve 

and one- cent was to b e . The money received was to be used to 

pay the tran.sporta'tion to and fro . 24 The same nth a tr ty s made 

w1 th G.1'."0:it Brit • Both countries 19ee ed desirous ot pr oting :!':riendly-

relations by "plaei.ne the co ico.tions by Post , between the TBrri tory 

of the United States and the territory of Har Britannic Jesty , upon a 

liberal and e.dvant eous tootin8. 25 

22 ~ssages .!!!!!, Papers of ~ Presidents , IV, pp. 636- 637. 

23 Congressional Globe , 30th. Cong., 1st . Soss., XVII , pp. 10-11. 

24, .!!• ~. statutes ~ Large , IX, p . 320. 

25 ller, ~ · ~ ·, 1934, V, pp. 207 , 208 , 209. 
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.. 
Th diacovery or eolc i Oa!1tornia nd the d te oft o d sc e~, 

settled th destiny ot Cal1t'ornia. l 

After the Unit d tatee Gove nent sont t op to Callt'orni and 

took actual. po session of 1 t , e. t porar:; eovernment s eatabl1shGd by 

t otf1eers of the combine and navy in oommand. Since t!i.at date , 

ho ver, a treaty had been 

1forn1a was com:plete . t t 1s point 1n vent , the temporary govern-

nt thero should have no longer ert ted. new one should bave taken 

its place , :rhich would ea.re for tho wills and wishes of a ne group ot 

United States c1t1zens. 2 

On January 9, ·1849 , it s again s eeted that California be ad-

ttod as a state. Thie h d been suggested p ... iViously, but Uttle actio 

d been t on. Until ths :on ss of tho united St t should ~a 

some sort o arrangements for a territorial government , the weak overn .. 

nt then existin s all tha~ could protect California fro ar,,arcby. 

bill presented hich had sits aims the provicion or te~ritorial 

gove nts for both Callforni ond N exico . 'l'h n tho two uld be 

uni+.ed and 
f:i! 

tate go ernment formed tor them. v 

any ople or- all descriptions re going to C fornia. to hunt 

for old. Life and pro erty .t'e ot little vtllue . Poople o re 

unco th, ugh and den eroue lived in this region ero lii'e a at a 

pram Great Britain s trolling the ters round Pan with 

1 • '"orce Stephens and Her ert E. Bolton, The eif'ie Ocean storz, 
!fa 11.an Co .• ew York. 1917 . p . 98. 

2 .:.::;.::.:;.se.;;. E.tecuti nts , 3oth . Co ., lat . Sass., VIII , p. 5. 

3 Senate orta , 30th. Cong., 2nd. Sess., ~o . 256 , pp. 4 ,5, 6. 

l 



her large battle ships , the en of ar". Trusty rinea , trom these 

ships , eserted and rushe' to Cal· rornia. to hunt gold. It became necas-

sary ... or th United States o send ?!!Ore troops to filifomia to ;;irotect 

the ne J..:r ao uired territory. hers of thie now hat rere sent 

to California , deserted th'3ir post to take pick and sho 1 d climb 

the mountains in sea.rah ot the yell dust . 4 

15 

At this period in Oalifomia history , forei ers ere in O it-

:f'ornia. ot these uld et all they could and then return to their 

native coun ries . Since this land bad no beco a public domain, the 

Unit d State Oovernmant decided to no l er rmit foreigners his 

pr1 Tilege . They we d Band t be r oved. Already , b:mds ot 

rut less :plunde rs had organized and taken possession of the nes . 5 

Because of these conditions , it was necessary- for Congress to e 

ap opriations to intain t ops in Califol'llia, in order t t th in-

inhabitants might be proteet6d inst 11 ~attacks from 11-zed or 

savage foe .•6 Just o th "civilized ~ e t be, is i.ter or 

opinion_. ·i"b.e various Ind1a.n tribes re causing at deal ot trouble . 

They had boundary claime , which they re unwilling to give up to ths 

rush ot once 17 settlers . The united states had planned to deposit 

these tribes in a untainous region w ch W!!.S not desir ble for the 

settle nt of white people . It .was belie ad that the Indians could 

co ortably adjust- th lvcs here and be well within government reach , 

yet be ond the aeh of the llions of Anglo-Saxons, who re "pressing 

ocutivo Documonto , 3l~t. Cong., lot . Scsa., V, Doc. 17, p. 708. 

5 ~ . p . '10 • 

6 Senate Documents , 31st . Co • , 1st . Sess., IX, Doc . 18 , p . 9. 
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toward the ~etting mm With alr.1os·, race horse sp,9ed", cild vlb.o wore soon 
. ' • ' ' ! . ' • ' • • 

to oq,ve;, every· reasonably inh&bitab:l.e spot trltlli.n the· extended bounda.1~:tes 

of the Unitecl States. 7· •Indi~i · t~ea"ties wo1-e ~~ae ·. in lar~ nm1be:t• 1'11th· the 

waote;rn. tr-lbes, who wero l)l:ac-ed. tmdG;l' the jUrisdictioll Of' the. tf:iuted 

States. l)erpe:hual peace was ·~o exist; free pas.sage· thl'.'Oueh tb,e.11" 'terr.1-

tory was another· 2shaee ot treat:r; li1111tar.r posts and aa;enc:1ee wei-e. to be· 

~stablished; the· United States· WUti to adjust torritorta1.bo:u.n.d~1ies and> .. 

provide. laws :f.'or each terri torr .s 
As a l;l'esult ot tbe Treaty ,nth lJe::d.eo in 1648., ·t.he united s·ta;~cs 

Government was eager t.o know just whe,t land bolonged to tb.e Unitecl States .• 

T"nat there. we~ land titles i:n e:dsteuee was known"' '. It:. was b.oliev.ad 

th..'1.t a<>1u.eona EJhould be sent to Oalii•omia. to o'bt.ain infQ:rma:tion throµsli 

e study of California. arohi ves thon in, er..i.otonce. This agent was to find 
. . 

Ollt just· What islands in the beys Or h.arbo:rs Or l'.il.ey1Vhe:re, 011 ·th.a COO.St . 

the tr:ni '{;61\l Stfl,tes might nov1 o:i.m or hope to mm, so tho.t :t'ortif''ications. 

could be eweted .in defense o.r the l~acific Coast .. ' 

Pre.sid.ent Polk had. }?reviously stated in reg(U"d to the value of the 

public landr.n 

. -1l"h.e value ot tho p:ubl:lq lands emb~aeed. within the liw.lts qf 
the ceded te.rr:itor,, great cis tbe value may 'be., is i'ar le·ss. impo:,ta,nt 
to the people ot the Uni,toii States than the sovera:tgnty over 'the 
cQuntry .. .,. • !uthongh none o.f tho fUture eit1es on ouz- coast o.f 
California rooy ever ;r!v~l the city of Now York i,n wealth, popu,la .. 
tion and business, yet, that im.:po,rtEL"l.t dties will {µ"OW up on the 
magni.fioant harbors o:r thnt coast,- with a rapidly inareaeing com., 
nieree and populstion ana yielding a. large, r-eve.nue, would seem: .to be 
eerte!n, By the s:,osseasion of the saf13 ·and eapaeioua heJ:'bor& on · 



t t d 

10 . , 
11 

• • • •• 
Documents , 31st . Cong.' 

13 Rouse cutive Documents , 3oth. Cong., 

• 2 • 

1st . Seas., 

1st. Seas., 

' 

tt r eo:?l"mti

t :tlnt~rn ... , 1t 

d 

.. 6 , ?. • 

Ill, p . 162. 

VIII , p. 2. 
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California was too far away to. beeo:m.e u part o:r the U11ion. The United 

Sta:tes Gover-mnent would never be in t::. favorable position to :protect it, be .. 

Goast. 1:ir .. 'TayJ.01? believed tl..r.:t Oalif'ornia. :should have an ;i.ridepenQe;nt 

gover:nrJ.en.t.,14· 1,1J.1i$ wa.s e som&Whtlt unusual position for the Prosid.ent ... 

in the California region.. .Re belisveti. con.di t:tons wore generally uni'a·ror

a,ble fo.r slnve labor .. 15 tinlih.."e Taylor, hor10ver,. he believed. th.at Cali-

:t.orni& should be adwittod into the Union as a S"'-vato e.n.tl he also thought 

tL.at tl:,:La was the on.l;? practical wa:;;· of' settling the sla.-v·e quesUon., 

He beli~iH3d tne ~ountry would be quietod D.nd the -Union pr(,sc.rved.IG 

On ]'ebrua.r;v Wl ,. 1849.. the E'.<-:r:,sc r.assed a terri toriul bill excluding 

slavel"y f'l.'on ·the new te:rri·toi~ies, Wltich includod the terri:tor; of CpJ,.i.

fornia.l'l 

l-1 !,.Uen. ?&wins, Diar/ 9.! !l .£.te:s11dma~ • Lo~@'i~ G;reen and Oo. • I,'f¢;W York. 
1929., p., 389., . .• . · · ', . 

15 T1,, • ~ 1a~ .a,ulu. 1 P.• · v~ 

l.S Ibid \}11\ , .366 · 367. · -··);~" .) 

17 ~ Hopkins tmi.voi-,s:I. ty Stu.dies l!! ffistorical ~ .:Political. Science, :p. 2a. 
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· ing his mission..18 

BUtle1.- believed th.at Oalif'ornia. shnnld be adm.i.tted. to tl1e Union 

had a constitution. 'b.a.tsed. on ~. l"eJ)Ublican fem of govc1anmont,, in accord-



'but ....... -tor that re~son it should have, a better.. Its g.overn.1!!1ent should 

a.dm1 t t.hem t-0 the Un:to:n,1 and Colt ta piste.ls ,rould no longer be tlie law· 

,,.. t'·· 1· ,:; 20 o.L .ie anv. •. 

T'.o.e people o:t Californie. :nio.y feel the fimn.ost ct;nvietion tllat 
the govHrn:m.e:nt OJltl people of the United :States will nover ·abandon 
the:m or p:rovG: 1mnli.ndfu.l of thei:,J 3;ros:p0rhy. Their fat-e end their 
:t'ortum;)S are 11ow· indissolubly tmi·bod with that of their brethe.rn 
on this sicle or the Roc1Qt.!1ountain.s~ :mwt !?l"O:Pitious thi,a. event 
both for thelll and. for us •. 

·The President clee-r;il;v reg1-etfJ i:;:hat Oon131-ess did not t at 1.ts 
late session,.. establish a territorial gove1•nmen't f'or Califomia. 
I.t v1ould nmiir be va:tn to enter into the; reasons for thi.a omission. 
VJha:tever tb.ese may have bce.n i :he i.s t'irrily convinced that Co1'lg:re;Ss 
feels a deep. inte:re:St in the welfare r,f Oolif'oi"tlia -tu"'l<l .1t.i\1 people« 
and will, at an enrly 1,1ex,iod of the n,ext sess:Lott., provide for them 
a territorial governra.ent f,;,r their 11ents .• 

·;, 

The :i'l'EHl'idont urgently advises th!?. people of Oeli:tornia to 
live pessee.bly on,1 q.'lietly nn<iel' thr:;i existil15 gove:na111s1'.l.t. Re bs• 
lieveci this will promote .th.qi~ lasting an<i best interests., They 
can console themselves 'with the th.ou:c5ht tha.:t it wi.ll endure only 
a. few months.21 

The question of Oalifomie. booamo :a large one.. Tlhon noblerl'!.S were 

diseussed .in O:ongress, in~ariab.ly the CaJ.ii'o1-nia question oamo to the 

2° Collf,-rassional Globe, 30th .. Cong .. ,. 2nd .• Soss. > p. 194. 
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thirty- .second to t · forty- second de ae of north l t t do ; bounded on 

the north by t e Orei;on Territory; on tho So b b:r LJi r Cal 01 ; on 

t e ~ t by the clcy 'ount in and o th Oeean, 

a. big nrobJ.e • Tt s estinated t t thi ra 

s us.re los and about 208 , 332,.800 acres. 22 

3 ,5 9 

By August , 1849 , Sen cisao had five churches . It is not known 

just how liquor or gambling saloons there was . Expenses re ex-

t el.y high. 23 

In October, 1849, the aty of San , cisco was made bet en the 

dwich Islands and the United st tes of America. It s at eaty ot 

ty, c . re.a and navi tion , between the&e two parties. The .Americans 

ted. the ri t to have l)ro erty in these island and the United states 

118.B to be considered tho favored nation. Cha-rles - s, United States 

se tative in the tter, stated that with conditions in California 

as t ey re, the treaty s .,,e ortant . 24 This, of' cours , 

p ly a def'ense mes.sure because the Gove nt in e.shi on s reallz-

ing more and more the strategic iln_ r .. ano oi' t e Pacific Coast d the 

detonse of 1 t • 

In October, 1849, a constitutional. convention t to n con-

stitution tor Calif'ornia. This document endured for thirty years aa the 

f'und8l!lents.l law of the Empire State of the Paoi:l"ic.25 

Since Oal1f'orn1a aspired to become a rt of the Union, and since 

she was a part o United States Territory, it was deemed right and fair 

22 Rouse aeutivo Doc ents , 3oth. Oon,, . , lst .·Sesa., LI, Doc . '70, pp. 8 ,9. 

2-1 

ornd ... ke 
1923. 

, ponauts of 49 IIarva 
p . ua •. - -

unter ller, .21?.• ill.•, V, p . 613. 

University 

25 Senate Doc nts , 1st . ong., lat. Sosa., I, Doc. 18 , p. 821. 
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that s~e should .pay :revenn.~- duties tr> the Ur.d:tied._ Bt$.tes Go1re:~11t.,_ !hiri 

i_dea 1"a'J uppt;?$0St 1n the minds of eongresamett $lit J$natCWS of the eastern 

seab~ atatoes but it wa.s difficult to ~el the ~le .of -thi-a rtegim 
. ' 

to pay- anything which they did not -1.:tJh to pay~ In llovembW:~ ··J.849,. 1"" 

Collier was appo,inte(t bJ.the United states ~t ,as eolle¢tor ot 

internal ·revenn-e ·tri' ·&tl:itomteo~ Re arrivetl there o.n Novel'llber 1$. ot· th$-
- . 

year.~ tColUer "iia-s now: .!Jl _ ~- positi.~n to adnse llts -superioJl'S- 1n '8ehi~

ton concerning th:~ :st~te. err «t'f'e.b-S. 1n Qal.1t-on1a.- vtld,o'h he said •s 
. -~ -. : ~ .-. .· - .. 

.. -··t 

startling~ lie Sei.d .these _;peopie .m the _ terrfto!rt had not ~l.y adopted a 
_, 

consttt!ltlon of state ~~nt •· ·bttt they had elected • govemor ad 

otlie:i:t -state· ott.i~l.s_"' 'l~ But1:er· E,'ing; t~;Jio had been e:ppotnted by ~ 

_p~aiden.t. to ~ M·spatche.s to ~lifo,mitt 'Clas a e:andiifate tot"' the 

thdtet! Statit]~enatG'!I' lfot· only government Jn <1alito~ -was !n a boom 

sts~;. bu't l)rl.ces too Wr& startlingly' high. Fl~~ swllt»g tor futr· 
. . 

do~ :per barrel. Jtor!c -.as s-b:ty -dollars .. pe,.- barJ:'!$1.;t A small ~ 

~tsd :ro::r one hUlldl"Cd :$.\d t'ift.Y. (t(;llv$ a_ mnth:i,1 Dolliei:r t.ried to rent 

an ottiee*' but could find on.4T· a little tolU" ro«it hOUae- toa- tws.nt7 ... t:o\U' 
. . . 

~ do~ a mo1tth-, _ Ee $Uggeated. that a. 0-us~~se be, ceont~e, ... 

ea tor by the Waah1:ngton 0ovGl"J:m$nt-; :ttone of ca:n: iron ~l be be1it 

i:t it could be built~•- lie urge«- imeatate ~cti<m,. bs~e, tha 'bus1n.es& 

would Justify the cost · o'E Butldtnsf&· 

'fb.a c~ing t~:de- &long the ittclf'ie Qoaet had. be$ open to all 

nation:t and 14 as iutte a ~t@la b~~es:S::., IJJ:tt vessel d.esi~ 

to engage in this t:mo:e was g:rarrted a. lic,ense,. l)1 Nov~r.- 1849,, 



shi .s.27 is uld re ry into the California treasury. 

a de t z. lor told Co ss : 

:ro ei il . vc- nt a g bee provided by Co as for Call-
~ornia , the people of that territory, impelled by the neeensities ot 
their _ o itic eon 1 t1ons, rec tly et in convent i on for the 
pose or foming a constitution and state .government , which the lates~ 
e.dvic ive as t a s a been ace llshed; it is 
believed that they will shortly apply for the admission of Oo.lifornia 
int t e dt::>n as a soverel state. Should such be the case, and 
should t heir oonstitutio.n be co.nf'ormable to the requisitions 01' 'the 
,., _ t tio of the U: 1 ted States , I re~ommend their ap lice.tion to 
tho f avorable consideration of Oongress. 28 

23 

President Taylor also said that light-houses should bee cted on t.he 

California coast, because due to rapidly increasing c re on the coast , 

they were in need of tham. 29 s attitude had ob.8Dge a at eal since 

he had talked to sident Polk in 1848. 

On December 20, 1849, state ermnent was establish d. Pet er • 

Burnett was inaugurated as th i'iret governor of the State of California 

e.nd soon the after lliem • Owin and .Tohu c. remont er el ec.ted t 

first United States senatol'S' fro the State ot Qalifornia. It is custa -

ary e.nd somewhat imperative that a state st irst ho.ve territorial 

goTernmen.t before it can be a t ted to the Union as such. Cali ornia 

broke all precedents by deel.ari sg itself' a state~ a 't're sate at 

that . She nt her representatives to ashi»gton to hurry up the sage 

ot th blll which should admit her to the Union. She had n ver ee.n 

given terr1tor11 vernment. SO 

2;l Senate Doemnents , 31st . Con ., lat . Sesa., IX, Doc. 18, p . 25 . 

28 Executive Documents , 31st . Cong., 1st. Sess.,, m, p . ll. 

29 

:30 

~. p . 12. 

~ Paoif'ic Ocean~ Histoi,:. Panama Pao1f'1c B1storicral Congress, 
San Francisco. 1915. Taken tram a s:peec.h by J'ohn F. Davis , President 
of the Order or e.t1ve Sons of the Golden est,. p. 10'7. 
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· Al.~~ON OF' Cl.:Uli'Qlll\iU 

Ze.ehei~y ToJlo:r bad 1:n;1eeeettei J:arns.a It.. l?ol.k ·,-s :P:l->e~J.dent,,,ot th~ Unifiied 

States ·tmo. anno~;D.¢e4. to his people tb.at, "We we: at, :i,ea~e v.iii;th all the 

nations ot tha v;'Orld a:nd.. eeek ·ho m.a:l.nto.in ct'l.:t' ob:e:ci.ahed. l"'e.laticu1s of millt7 

m th th~. Cur· .te:lation,t witll Gr.o~t Bri.tain are ot the 'mos:t t~ienill3 

~~Jraote;r,.t1l Pl*ei:dd,en.t -lo-~ nt, n&~ too SW/lpieious of ~;le:nd,.t Row-
,· 

,var,., i.t is evident. that th.es~ "eh.e~ished'.ff re.lat!:Qns. we:;ee not a .matter ot 

~eord.. Gec,rge W~ -Orawto~ .. S~e~t:ai,y ot iftu'• .ae:r:rt def'1nlte ,,instl:'Ucttons 
. ~ .. · 

to the e01mnander ()f the ?aoifio fquadr9n in Calit'otnla: mr.ning him. ot the 

lmpmance. of proteoti.on ~ainst rore:1m:i, invasion:!!. Th~ country m.o·et l1kel,1 

to .invade was .none a.that- the Great D.ri ta.in. beca:i,!lSe she ~one WU:$ :tu 

po.si tion to do :so.2, 

At the begiM:b.1,g or the toll.owing 16$1'• 1$50·, there trrel'G approximatel3' 

.one hundred thous®d :peo)le living tn Oalif'o?"n$&+ MU"g$ n~;r:,s ot those 

lt v1:ng on ;the e:~t we.~e ~ed .ui the Slll.1.lggll,ng b~sinO.$!:l. · Goods that 

''Wer& smuggled 1n'f;,o the oOUl'l.t~ were sold $.t en(;);L"'Llo.us: ,:rte.es,.; Collier 

~ested t.ha.t .M .ext.l'a $hip be added. t.o ~ the cOMt line.. t.aie ·Wfl;Sh'" 

ingt.on governmt1nt vm:s inteweated in doi~ thi:$, bee·ause 'n.o .re,-enue 1A 

collected frO!i!, mr.ugg:Leei goo4,&.,/$ 

Art inter(l$$iJlS :ttl.l:'ll t.n event~ }Vt\$ taki.ng place by lS50., Jl.ltl1.ouzn the 

gol,a. wa.s :steacli.ly pour.ins: ou:t ot· th$ o.ountr.r . .,. many of tha settle.~• ,1110 b.fld 

~~-·------~-------------------,_..----.-..----.._-----------------
1 !Ioi,.se ~eutive Doeu:m.ants. :31st,.. Cong., 1st. Sass., ll:t:, Doe.., 5,. p •. 3., 

2 Ibid~ p •. 156. 



C to c · ror , t· 6 1 ,.: 1' P. o!'t , 113re 1:.0 

tit th f r~il ooil tll . 1 ainz o 

ere s to or not t - a tit es er., valid. 

Land. constitut · " t e -....bli c doo in s no·t etual,:Y , an his proTec! 

t o b a cer us chec• t a •icult l act- P• Certai U: ~e· Stat s 

een tor s to be held 

b t t s·ate inst a o. the Unitod tatn an r , d 

Do 1 • s v ~ aoly rovo it to s ouch. 

e C ion s :~ ne tCJ tho 

a ss o to the U io, and Do las told the Uo o that he 

a b 11 fo a ai on. aeoo to:r d1 • Cong.re a was now 

di i ed ove~ t he q estlon of el.a ry. The ndJ!I.iosion of Ca orni e 

tro ould t t o s vo sttr"ss n ··nor ty. Den. laon 

t a.t ·I; G C.i; be C ll.forni had C ttc as to exo th 1 st1tut1 I1 

or slave fro· er bor·ers .5 Th! uest on a u tad 

d eon :f'or na "eys . ese a . e t.he clebate 

goin on , the Californi be ng ore ease for state-

hood . 1 unsettled at and could have een easily ei .... 

to Tl:. s s ro oto gion loo.: out Ul)on the 

Pe fie ~ta d · stance o_ tho a ds of le • 

Ham.1.lto_n of date follow1I1£ a ec~ 1 t e nate unc a, 

4 

The application of C&J.ifornia :tor admiasio , presents an 
interesting juncture of a.:tfairs . Its~ ssion places the leg1s
. tive department o~ the Government in the possessio t the non-
slavehold states. The rot the South is bei ng transferred . 

E us Executive Doc nt.s , 31st . Cong., 1st . Seas., III , Doo . 17, p . 787. 



2G 

to others . Its sce~tr of legio ative po r is ab~ t departing 
never ore to return. en ha po r, and for a lo t enjoying 
it , disl 'e to ive up any> particula.rl,.v protactiv po er especially 
when tho1r 1ntere ts ne rand de to them sup sed to be identi-

ed with it . 

C:l.llfornia in her ap"'\lication is t · 1th decisive opposition 
and obJectiona to its ssion have been submitted to us . Ono ot 
these o jections though rather inci ental and int ted rather than 
direct and asserted, is that its adniaB1on 11 destroy the quipolse 
no estee ed so nee ssa.ry to be ma.int inod bo een the sltlve and non
sln.veholding stateB. 6 

One of the chief' ar ents, resented by Southern orators , st-ha: 

California had written and acce ted constitutional government ·~thout the 

. ss1on of Congress . This • the South believed was wrong. The is 

evidence that other states had done the s e thing and ere a tted to 

the Union. ver, a.t the ti.m or admission there s little danger ot 

a CiTil ilar ensuing beeauao of an ove balance of r enjoyed bf one 

secti on of tha countr;r. 7 llmot said t t the only' of'fenae committed by 

California that she had prohibited slavery within b r bo ars and this 

snot serious enough to prevent annexation. a 

On June 24, SOu.le de the foll ape eh 1n Congree, 

I rise , • President , to state the reasons that · 11 compel 
to resist and ieh in my judgment ought to induco the aenate to 

delay- the admission of Ca11forn1 into the Union until she has ex-
ecutod a tu.ll and sol relinquishment o:f 11 rights and p tensions · 
to ubl1c dome.in within her 11nits and until she has restricted the 
a...-ee of her jurisdiction to suitable bound.a and dimensions . !hen 
th t is done., aha J3AY co e at once and claim h r amo the 
-soTereigna o'! this gre t confederacy. But .thile I am thrO\ · g o n 
to her, every e.venus through which she may surely and promptly rea'Ch 
us , I ot oo sent to let her riua ovor the rights of the So th and 
th best intereBts ot the Republic . e have been d linquent in her 

d C fornia been provided as she o t to ha e been th a 
ve nt that uld ha enabled her to prescribe rules for th 

6 Congressional Globe , 31st . Cong. , lat . Sass., 

'7 ~ . p . 893. 

8 Ibid p. 940. _,, 

!, p. 890. 
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g:uit11:,nce of l:.trr ci tize-nn to sxter.r1 seouri ty to their lives -- to :ln
rur:e protection. to their pro~erty, we would not now be en:e:aeod in this 
(ticturbitJ.f} ditu:1wsian8. Yet, niJ.", it should not 'be i'orgotten tha.t when 

. the attempt -was made in the two ia.st congresses to organize a govern""! 
m .. .gnt f o-r t11e newly acquired te:r:r:t tori es, 1 t ms resisted by those . wllo 
ere now the :most amticm.s for the im!ll.ediate and uneo.nditional a<hrJ.ssion 
of Cali?ornia. ~ese .:peo:pl~· had vot.ed s_eainst the t:ree.ty of· wmexing 
her. Why was the annexa:t:icn b1U, voted on? Because. it was decided 
th.et it ims. bette~ to len;:ro the Territories exp0-oed to all. the incon
veniences- •and. danger.a of' anarchy than to staffer t~e South to have the 
·J1.;H1Bt d1n.1:1ce of sl1~ring in• the. :profits of a -conquest for which !:ihe 
h&d. po'l.1red out eo lavishly 1:-:er tree.sure and her blood. 9 · 

!t was further ergu.ed by •Snnthern ~n~tors t~t the o:r~uation of' , 

state govenw.1mt. in Cal'ifoJ.'"llia was · p~..a-tiure,, because there . was an 1nsur ... 

fieient, 'f:'O:M'IJ.1t;ttion whe~ delege;t~s we~ elected to th~ ~onstitv:tion&J. con

vention. The population. was. a ~loating one.- Fevt· ~f the peopiq were per .... 
. .. ; \ '. 

manent residents en~ tai-ge:cy !n;,::de. u:p-of convicts ~ ri:t:t-~-?f"._l-0 

?ne Unit~l States ms rapidly })eeu.ai.nr~ .soetion~liZ(?d~ . It "VJ'afjt reaib;• 

ea that the }31ast antl. tf~st. must be 01"a1m: closer tog~the~ even th~ugh the 
. . . . . -

Horth anc.'!, South trere drifting :fu,~t'.her apart. . A c,e.i-iai through Cnntral 
. . 

llmeriCfJl1 SC.8:.Th,'31'.1. it:1pera:t,i,re"' , I3l"it,ain had been watching the COOSt line, had 
. ; .. ' .· ·· .. 

. . . 

~wrica.11 $he _realized 'that wh~ver was successful in eonstruc'ting·a 

struct a canali slle would probably ~ot permit a. fozetGU cl)lIDtry to do so •. ·.· 

The Cla:irton. ... nttlwet" Tl'Out,- i':las signed. A1:,ril :t.9, 1000 and ratified Oll. J"'uly 
. - -~ . 

lO 
. Ibid, :P• 1159. 

11 ~lilliuIJ. R .. Ilan:."'ling. l)iplormtic 001.'res·oon.lenee. 2£: .~.JTnited ~ta:te$i 
Cent.re~ ~eriea.t 1839-1650,, Carnegie Enttowment ~or International 
'.i:''eaee, t'le.shin.gton ... 1933,.. UI;. Doe. 850•, P•· 267. . 



neither· would nbtti:in ·no::r l!'&lintain i'or itsel:r,-. exelusive · e:ontrol' over the 
., ~ ' ' 

only thing l~ft for lts:r- to do 'mlS wa.teh tind 11,ait for an 01,:portrmit}' whieh 

noyc~-r came. Th:ls ·111.U"ttdise fo:r v,d.la. men began to he 1:;em.ed<J!, 1'..tt'er· e 1;:,eriod 

:.,i.J'· 

lcw1ni?, a J.ong 1,n):r:f.od o.f col'l.~e.ntra-t::ton of itleas .. 
. ~ : 

.. · .'. . . 

thoughts were gold; golii,n their hopes• !'ears, lO'\"'as and hates.. · Now tbey 

wro m1.iting fo~ statehood,.13 . 

. reve:p.nes vrore coming in from California, t~ic!l had been 1}0llec~ed trmu 

cu1S·t<oms. So great wre tl:ms-0 'thei.t he ael'v.i.sed ·the con:str-:1:oti.on of a ;new 

. ..-;:·· 

-12ii:tii~~,·.~.eit •• · V., pp .. 671, 672" ·6'73 •. 

.. 13 :B:ube~ Eowe Bancroft t . Oali:f'or.n:1a. !nt$r Pceula, 'The '.El.*1torir Oo... 18'!38., 
DP . .-· 253, 256, 257. 
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:_ L 

needed~ Oa.li:torn.ia -~ of grc~t :impo!1;anee·., - She hru'i ndvan~ages of post ... 

t1on. resources, ana: the progress: ·she ·t>.ad :m,s.de ·was eviden~ tllnt she wa$ -

destined to beeo-"',e~ o:h- no d!ste.nt day, the eentor ot· a ini~~pl'eaii -and l)l'O"!" 

f'itG.b!e roilln.erce. yielding a w1.1, .. large· revenue to t-ha 1)\1.blic tr~ury.}.5 

A nUt':lber or· wes:tel-'U- eiti;zens met and drew up a ioeum.ont to be present

ed. -to the Senate-and-Rouse of Representatives of thetrnitnd -Statea41 Their 

purpose · was to illfom Co~ss of their LlllP01"t:E\nee t-o th$ rest ot -the 

vnion.. They inf'orllled Co,ngre.ss that noth.ilig had been done fo,r· the-tr improve-
- . . .. ~ . . . . . 

deleys: inevit.ably oeC:11.rJ.•iid. One ·or the i111portant -thin~s, which the westem 

sea.· coast Wishsd. was armories for p:roteeti<>n.16 

-F. P. S-ta.nto:n f'ro.m the eo~tteet on naval affairs,- confirmed tho·iuf 

opj;:nion.s by -saying· that a nailroad to unite .ttiantie ~a Pacific ·Coast$ 

· of- t:h.e- Unit:ed · St$.te.a was nece-ssary t-o m$ke the states untted .... : __ !J.lhis -rail,... 

road should· extend, 'fro1a · tho 'hen!ts of the ?::issis.sippi ns.ver· to 11he _ shor-e:$ 

of· oalitornia and be a great :national, -~·ad. "'The 110ad should be _cionstruet-
. . .. . .. 

od U)?O!! th") grounds o:t MatilJD.al_ l:let;ense,_ Stanton \lelievetl~ !he _nav41 .. 

·convention 4-cl.voee;ted construotion of the railroad bf tbe· goverri!!J.en.ts of_ 
·. .. . . . . 

. 14 :n<>U.,S,..! 1;;;.a;ecut:ive l)ocun.1E.mts,- 31st-. Cong.~. l-st.; ~&s.-.,_ :Doc .. 82,,, p~ s:.., 
1;; .· : 
_.., Ibid_., p.,, s. 
-~ 

16 'IT, ..... · - 11 - "" ' .._ n,,;,_.,. ts '71· t ;,-.0 -A "'-'-<",. '"" l -"1~ .J.OllSS !,.:J.SC& an..,.e,u.., v.;.\;i<&iJ."'n . - :t -,.,, S • ·/1# - (ng""f- ~~ i;..t"'"'"'" t, ,t;;J;i,• -;,t;..w• -~~-- - - --=• .... -



the Gtars 9r.d Stripes. · 

Ce.lif'omia. is a region. -'i;ha:t the entire world ~ovets an.a th.2t 
:power "upon whose flag · the sun never sets" 1s watehi_ng · Oali:f.'orn:la 
vrith i"l. jealous eye. · With ill-concealmt anger a!le I:Iaw tb,at jewel 
tell into the possession of th~ United Statest and in the event o-t 
war, hen"' til~st ob jeet will be to sei~e and h.o.ld uali'.fo:r-nia if' she 
C0i'1.. 

30 

With other possessions of Great Britain which ore close to California.-

to Cali:?ornia th.an the Federal OovemE1ent~ ;rn. oaso o:t llU"-• ~he could 

asse:J1ble fleets, lend troops and operate- these .for at least six months be ... 
. . 

fore a. sin.gle ship or a United States soldier could arrive. In this length 

of tilne ~ she could ere~t fortifications at the entranoo ot' too hatbo:rs,. 

:vla11t guns m the mDUntein~ paeses. 'Which would .effectually e:t.elud.e all the 
. . 

hel}! fron that tUl/'eetion.,. either by land or by s~a. Th~ difti,eultJ.es of 

c11sloar::01:11~nt. wotl.14 lw.· great.. A 0 cross country. railroad would r..ake tlle· <1-B~ 

tense of the· coast aacy.,. · ·TM.ei railroad eoUld :eonneet 'irith ·tho nuraerous 
. ' .· . . . 

networks of reil~ads rwnuns north;. south and e8$t o'f tl.J£ t,i:_ississippi 

River. The t'Oml wuld by necessity be constructed to the S~"W or eot1.ri10n

gauge ~. ,rn:th engines suff1ei.ent to ~renspo4't ~n ~ of · one hund~d thousand 

ID.en, inmedio.tely. in ease of an eme:i~noy"" to the Pa.eifie Coast Within one 
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