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Preface

The author of the following thesis is indebted to WANY persons.
Direct obligations have been aclmowledged by the ususl eitetions.

The author is espscially indobted to Dr. Reed in charge of the
thesis study for meuny valuable suggestions before and while the
thesis was in progress. The daba wers secured from the statia-
tician of the Bvangelieal lutheran Synod of IHissouri, COhig and Other
States, and from Fr. A. €. Stellhorn, seorebary of schools of +this
church body.

It would not be invidious to mention also the counsel of Dr.
Lackey who first suggested the study. lony other obligations too

numercus to menkion here appeéar in the body of the thesis.

Meyrtin J. Hachy
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THTRODUCTION
The triter of this thesis ondeswors to preseut the preosent status
of en slenentary sehool system which often carries on its work and
renders a gervice to its country in en unassuming way.

The Lutheran Chureh does not malinbdain its schools In order to
separate itself from the public schools., The members of the Lutheran
Church are anxious to see the achievement of an ever higher standerd
of demooratic education in our own country. TFor it is in e democracy
like ocurs where their systenm of private schools can be mainteined mosh
- efficiently.

The dominant idea behind the Lutheran school system is the in-
grained ;rinciple that a very close and definite relation exists
between educatlon snd religion, between church and school., If the
Chureh intends to educate its children in spiritual matbters, it could
do so only by underteking also their general education. The develop=
ment of the perseual cheracter threugh insulcation of the Christieon
faith and its high personal virtues in the best puarantee of perscnal
as well as civie righteousness, of respect for suthority, of pabtriot-
ism and'loyalty, of high regard for stebility of the home and other
soeial institutions. Consequently, the Lutheran Chureh is concerned
about the child, the home, the church, and the state.

It is the school system thet rests upon this philescphy, which
the writer, in his limited way, presents to establish some phases of

its present stutus.



The Purpose of the Study

The purpese of the study was te asgerteln the present stabus of
the ILutheran olemenbary school syshem &s revealed by the smmusl reports
roguested by Synod's Statistician end the Seeretary of Schools, Vhere
ever possible, trends were pointed out and eomparisons nede with avail~-
able statisties of the publiec school System.

This study was guided by the following speelfiic purposess

(1) To eoxamine the professicnal status of the Lutheran clementary
school teacher, including teaching experience, tonure of office, thelir
academic and professional training,

(2) To present the philesophy of the Lutheran Church which
prompts it to foster its owm system of schools,

{3) To ascertain the trend in the enrolments of the Lutheran
elementary'séhcols,

{4) 7o determine ths types of schools operated.

(5) To obtain énd present informatiom on the %yps of persomnsl
teaching in the Lutheran elemenbary schoolss

(6) To discover vhoet provisions had been made for rebtirement in
the profession.

(7} To shtudy how well the Lutheran elenentory educational systenm
serves the children of the lLutheran Church.

(8) To give informetion on the adninistration and supervision of
the Lutheran olemenbaery scheols.

(9) To present the guality of tesching in the Lutheran schools.

" fhe Vethod of the Study

e nmethod of the sbudy was primerily stetisticanl, being an analy-

sis, interpretation, ond eveluation of existing stetlstics, coapiled by

'



the official statistician and secrebary of schools of the partiocular
denominotion under oonsideration. An effort wes made to use the wmost
recent data roeported. References to past stabus and bables over periods
of times were unsed when it wms Ielt that the present situeblion was thus
clarifieds

A brief history of the Lutheran Church snd the simultanecus develop-
mert of its sohool system was presepted in the introduetion in order %o
wake the thesis intelligible to those vho are not scquainbed with the
history and policy of ths ILutheran Parochisl School System. TPrevious
gtudiecs wers consulted ond guoted whercver such findings were pertinent
to this study.

The writer has also esbodied some of his ow mowledge and experi-

ence gained through contoet with the syston under consideration,

Limitetion of the Study

In common with all gggdies which use sbatistics based upon1questioa-
naireg aﬁé:}epqrﬁézfrom gndividual sehools, the validity of this study
depends ﬁ?on.the accuracy of the reporits delivered to the offiee of the
statistician and secretary of schools. UDUiscrepencies in total figures
are often due to variatioms in individual reports, genmeral reports, cnd

o,

reports from different sources. At times the data which applies to the

schools iu the United Stabes had to be separated from deba eompiled for
the entire system in Ameriea aund loreign countriesn.
The writer wos limited to information avaeilable and consequently

was not in a position to preseat the present status of the Luthersn

elementary schools from every angle.



The Lutheran Church and Its System of Schools

To wake this study intelligible %o those who are not aeguainbed
with the Lutheran Chuveh in fmeriea necesgitates an analysis of the
various Lutheran bodies and a brief history of the Denomipation under
econsideration,

The history of the Lutheran Chureh in Ameriea is largely the story
of migration from the Imtheran countriesy for wars, relipicus persecuw
tions, end distressing eccnomic conditions prevailing over & period of
four ccnbturies induced ever-inmcreasing numbers of people to sesk reli-
gious liberty, politieal freedom, cconomis and soelal opportunities in
the Tew Vorld, Lutherans came to settle in the American Colonles and
bstaﬁes in large numbers snd thus gave the Lutheran Church an early
beginning and an important placo in the history of the natian.l

There have besn Lutherans in our country from the time it was
Tirst settled by vhite people, Lutherans came from Denmark as early
as 1619 and ;ived on the shores of Hudson Bay. Dutch Lutherens settled
Few Hetherland in 1623, Liany others came from Sweden, Holland, Germany,
apd Austria. These were among the first colonists to organize congre-
gations and build churches. ‘

A great leader among the Lutherens of the 18th cenbury wes H. H,
Huhlenberg. e holpod organize the [irst Lutheran synod in America,

mee

1748, the Peunsylvenia liinisterium. Other synods were organized, and

ot

n 1820 many of these united in o largor body, called the Oeneral Synod.
fn 1847 the Bvawpgelical Lutheran Synod of IZssouri, Chic, and Cther

States was organized in Chicago. In 1872 this Synod united with several

Yialter H. Beck, Lutheran Dlementery Schools in the United States, pe 1




other orthodex Lutheren synods ef our country and formed the Evangelical
Luther&n.%ynbdical Conference of Horth America.

The origin of the BEvangelical Iutheran Synod of Hissouri, Ohlo, and
Other States can be traged to the emigretion of Saxon lutherans which
took place in the year 1838, The reason why these Saxons sought e new
homs in émerica was not the desire Tor riches or ﬁhe love of adventure,
but thelr love of the Gospel, and the hope of finding a ecountry in
vhieh they could cstablish a church on the basis of its pure teachings.

This they were umable to do in Gormany.g

ﬁn&er the leadershipy of Pastor lberbin Stephan of Dreosden, & plan
was worked out for the establishment of a Lutheran Colomy in the state
of Uissowri, There were 668 persons in the company of emigrants. lost
ef them had pleagant homes and a profitable business, and Yo leave
Germeny was & great sacrifice for them,

The colonists departed from Bremen, Cormany, in Hovember, 1838,
for the Hew World in Iive sailing vessels. Thuse Saxon Lutherans
settled in ”4ssoa;1 and organized congregations in St. Louls, and in
Perry County, one-hundred miles south of 5t. Louis. 3

During the veyage the children of these Saxon Lutheran Iswmigrents
received dally instruction in religion from their pastors or teachers.
There were several teschors among the group. Gniy e few days after the
impdgrants had arrived in St. Louis & regular parochial school vms

*

opened in the basement of Christ Chureh Cathedral (uQIQGOﬁal} in which

Pt

church the Saxons also worshipped for a time, The school in St. Louils

was first teught by the theologieal eandidate L. Goyer, later pastor in

2Theo. Graebrer, The Story of Our Church in America, pe 6




Texas, OSchools were just as promptly opened when the majority of the
immigrants later settled in Perry County. They were first housed in-
rude log buildings. In this vieinity at Altemburg, Missouri, a log
eollege wes built and dediceted December 9, 1939, It is this group of
Lutherans which formed the mucleus and impetus which lead to the organi-
zation of the lissouri Synod.‘

TABLE I

Growth of the Elementary Lutheran Sehool System ig the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Synod of liissouri, Ohio and Other States.

3 :
H g t Enrolment
: : : : :
E' : "’Ei : E: : j? : +3 :
] H H : § :
: Ea el AR . gt
[} n

: : t w : :
3 3 3 : 3

1847 14 238 247 764

1848 48 709 407 1,424

1849 30 760 392 1,258

1860 52 1,147 41 1,734

1851 59 1,563 343 1,960

1852 66 1,924 657 2,581

1853 71 1,667 789 2,876

1854 85 2,098 1,071 3,068

18866 124 2,467 847 3,708

1856 109 2,319 1,350 4,646

1857 114 3,106 1,831 5,561

1858 131 3,696 1,954 6,566

1859 129 3,356 1,668 6,783

1860 163 4,928 2,635 9,728

1861 178 5,162 2,306 10,223

1862 179 5,668 2,669 11,063

1863 ——- ——

1864 220 6,565 3,718 13,854

1865 243 9,427 4,859 16,883

4.C. Stellhorn, A Cemtury of Lutheran Schools in America.

Sstatistical Year-Book of the Bvangelical Lutheran Synod of Wissouri,
Chio, and Other States for the year 1537,




TABLE I (oontt®d)

) H H s
: o t Enrolment 3 Teachers :
H : 2 $ H ] ;3 2 t
[ mg : E : : = 1 g 1 x 3 B =
E 3 g’ 3 3 T 8- 1 3 g 3 &l g_
? N 3 5 3 2 3 & 1 E 3 o 3 H e
3 - ] 3 L H 'l 3 : t o
3 1 3 3 3 2 3 3
1866 315 10,068 5,896 20,768
1867 344 10,7585 4,696 22,863
1868 363 11,649 4,464 23,697
1869 234 11,133 3,473 22,524
1870 424 12,978 4,495 26,902
1871 408 12,629 4,091 26,465
1872 472 16,344 4,746 30,320 263
1873 622 20,602 5,957 39,474 297
1674 638 20,869 5,569 39,254 299
1875 635 21,546 6,535 39,006 323
1876 684 21,448 5,594 38,693 336

1877 642 15,728 4,251 37,818
1878 773 25,160 4,900 43,874
1879 780 25,714 6,438 45,412
1880 684 21,289 4,685 44,404
1881 873 25,764 5,446 51,204
1882 924 26,099 5,621 53,330
1883 995 25,996 6,174 57,340

1884 897 62,772 573 13
1885 987 64,623 595 23
1886 1,010 68,546 609 43
1887 1,090 71,504 620 43
1888 1,106 72,825 617 79
1889 1,153 74,006 637 97
1890 1,226 78,061 642 579 106
1891 1,360 80,712 672 625 113
1892 1,328 83,614 701 695 112
1898 1,391 88,346 719 754 136
1894 1,425 85,679 725 783 138
1895 1,469 86,461 762 801 128
1896 1,527 87,908 756 830 128
1897 1,603 89,202 781 894 115
1898 1,671 9,776 794 943 109
1899 1,725 91,301 615 959 109
1900 1,767 92,042 832 982 117
1901 1,844 94,121 839 1,004 127
1902 1,836 95,967 863 1,026 128
1903 1,888 96,195 857 1,061 176
1904 1,931 96,888 874 1,082 187
1905 1,983 96,725 904 1,083 194
1306 2,018 96,964 933 1,086 215

1907 2,089 96,913 966 1,088 218



TABLE I {cont'd)

oot s e : Teachers
ot g‘ 3 i : o ° : P ond
g -~ B 8§ 0§+ w g2
: 2 & s il s ck . oy 1 ] " i 1
: : 5 : oo 8 o+ B s BE
. 3 » %" + L] & o 2 « g%
3 : 3 1 : 3 *
1908 4,108 96,035 o84 1,107 229
1909 2,108 98,024 1,009 1,109 222
1910 2,180 95,850 1,026 1,118 218
1911 2,201 94,085 1,045 1,155 238
1912 2,218 94,167 1,069 1,166 252
1913 2,850 96,287 1,087 1,182 T4
1914
1916 ,
1918 2,313 06,787 1,121 1,228 3085
1917 3,306 95,708 1,136 1,173 324
1918 1,846 84,832 1,050 975 320
1919 1,317 71,361 1,078 462 262
1920 1,310 73,068 1,083 486 279 133
1921 1,277 78,190 - 1,062 - 473 320 103
1922 1,345 76,317 1,138 460 543 77
1928 1,376 78,610 . 1,166 460 380 T8
1924 1,356 79,326 1,808 462 405 9%
1985 1,388 80,173 1,262 . 401 447 97
1926 1,390 81,082 1,270 383 513 &b
1927 1,370 81,457 1,309 368 494 10
iozs8 1,362 81,049 1,344 359 483 117
1929 1,371 81,038 1,890 . - 536 490 114
1850 1,389 79,966 1,895 526 432 134
1981 1,358 80,263 1,416 348 459 128
1932 1,877 79,204 1,362 849 592 180
1533 1,547 78,598 1,289 341 348 250
1934 1,361 - 78,681 1,289 541 330 285
1988 1,368 77,867 1,297 319 3gv 274
1938 1,380 - 76,011 1,288 825 349 282

Founding of the Missouri Synod

To the Lubtheraner, a Gorman Lutheran church paper, balongs the
erodit and glory of heving paved the way for organization of the Hissourl
Synod, The Lutheransr was lamnched by Pastor €. F. ¥. Walther of Trinity

Lutheren church, S5b. Louls, iissouri, on Sepbember 7, 1844 in conjunction
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n
s 5

with soveral pastors in Hissouri and I1lincig.”

From the very

e very plainly on Chrige
tian doetrine. The purpeoce of the peper was to rally the Lutherans in
Amorics arcund the benner of sound Lutheranism.?
APtor o prelimipary neeting in Cloveland (1845) and & conferonce
{1248) in PH, Vayne, the Hissouri Synod wms orgenized in ‘hiéagp in
847, On April 26, 1847, the constitubtlon was adopted and signed, amd
the Evangeligal Luther&ﬁ Synoed of Missouri, Ohlio snd Otzgr States was

» -

ready to begin lts blessed work under the leadership of Ualther, who

3:

wig chosen its Pirst president,

Table I zives a clear sbabistleal piobure of the growth of the
Iatheran Elemontary school syctem In the Higsouri Syncd msntioned above
from the yoar of ite organization %o 18368, It is epperent that ths
mEher of schools grew from 14 ia 1847 to tho high mwark of 2,313 in
1216, The mwber of scheols oxpsrienced a definite decline in 1919
whon the muwher of schools within gne yeer dropped from 1,846 te 1,317,

Y.

The World var, no doubt, causad cﬁls:dccided trend, Sinece that btime
there is no ‘cfiﬁit’vurené discﬂﬂn&b‘@, unless laelk of definibte Inerease
can be termed &s a2 decline.

The enrelment presente & simultenecus inerewse from 885 in 1847 teo
96,737 in 1016, Howevor, the decrense in enrolment come carlier. ALgein
this is self-explanctory. Schools were forced to discontimue after the
earolment declined. Ths drop in sarolment was nob as definite as the

rusiber of schools legk. IZnrolment decressed from 96,73? in 1916 %o

71,361 in 1919. This seems to indiecate that a lerge number of small

iie Is Te Dou, Bbeonezer, p. 95

TMheo. Grasbr or, The Story of Our Church in Anmeriga, p. 9
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A

sohools were closed in 1919, From 1519 to the present there seems to
be & trend in ovidence. The onrolment showed e glight, but a gradual
incresace which reached its zenith in 1927. From this Yime the earsle

mept of the Lutheran clementary scheols chowed o consbant small decreose,

The pepulation trend in cur gounbry does nobt explain this situsition.

(de

The population peak for colomentory pupils vwas reached in 1835 in our

t

cozm'i;ry.s Conseguently, the decrease In the Lutheran elomentary schools
is not e natural one. It came eight years beforc the normal tinme,
Stetistics on religlous denomimaticns reveal that there wore almosh
= =

five »illion Iwtherans in fmericn in 1939, These belong to many dif-
Torent syunods; bubt mosh of these synods are now mezbers ol oune of the
three major bodies: () the United Lutheran Church, (b) the Synodieal
Conference, {c¢) the American Lutheran Confercace. The United Luthoran
reporbed a botal menbership of 1,644,325, the S‘;{md:f.cﬂ Conferonce &
tobal mewborshkip of 1,574,198, the American Lutheran Conference a Lotaml

g . . . o
1,506,820.0 According bo this report the Synodical Confer-

Exs
8

werbershis o

ence ranks second in size in the major lutheran bodies in America.
The Synodicnl Corference is occmpeosed of the llssovri Synod, the

n

oind Jynod of Wiseconsia, vhe Uorweglan Synod of the fmerican Iuthoran

]

church, and tho Slovek Synod., Amonz the synods constibuting the Syunodle

.

cal Conference, the ¥issouri Synoed s by far tho major bhody, havis

S

7 .
- - ey AV s an ) SR
tobal membership of 1,277,087, It is ths olemontary schoel systen of

0y .

the Missouri Syanod whieh is placed In the ecope of this study. It

should be further noted that it is the Idcssourli Synod vhich has developed

the largest system of parcchial schools amoag the Iutheran demominations,

o .
“Hational Bduostional Assoclaotion Researsh Bulletin,Vol., AVI, To.l, pe 34
gLutheran Avmaal 1941, pe 44

0npia
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"The dominant Lutheran elementary school system of the present
day is that of the lMissourl Symod., HNo other synodicel body within
the Lutheran church has carried on the development of schools more
zoealously and vigorously; its schools became a passion from the day
the Saxon forefathers established themselves in liissouri, Chio,
Illinois, lMichigan, in 1838 and 1839, and particularly after the
organization of the Synod in 1847 initiated offieial direction of
this work, The liissouri Synod early in the past century assumed
the leadership in this educational endeavor and carried on a consis=-
tent and persistent program of promotion and development, so that at
this time (1938) when it is privileged to observe the centemnial of
the emigration of the Saxon fathers, its congregations are still
maintaining a total of 1,354 schools with an enrolment of 75,721
pupils, taught by 1307 installed male parochial teachers, in addi-
tion to 347 women engeged as teachers, Considering the parochial
school an ageney for ideal Christian training, a bulwark for church,
home, and state, a necessity to preserve true confessionalism and
orthodoxy as well as to harmonize profession and practice, the
Missouri Synod made its schools a matter of conscience with laity
and clergy alike and thus succeeded in developing and preserving
against great odds a system unique in American educational histeuy;

TABLE II

State Distribution of Schools g
Within the Synodical Conference for 1937%

s %
States : Totals 3 Synods and lissions

[ } :

3 . Mo, Wise Cole Me Norw. Slowvak
Alabama 32 1 - 31 - -
Arizona & - 4 - - -
Arkansas 8 8 - - - -
California 23 23 - - - -
Colorado 12 12 - - - -
Connecticut 6 - - - 4 1
Florida 2 - 1 1 - -
Idll.ho 2 2 - - - -
Illinois 213 212 - 1l - -
Indiana 75 76 - - - -
Iowa 68 63 - - S -
Kansas 68 58 - - - -
Kentucky 4 %4 - - - %
Louisiana 12 6 - 6 - -
Yaryland i 1 - - - -
Michigan 112 98 14 - - -

1lyalther He Beeck, Lutheran Elementary Schools in the United States,

De 101

Data for Missourl Synod ¢
Schools. News Bulletin, June, 193

12

ompiled

A, C, Stellhorn, Secretary

, PeJs Other data by Valther Beck.

of
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TABLE II (cont'd)

1 :

States t Totals : Synods and lMissions

H H
3 g lioe Wise Col. M. Norw. Slovak

limnesota 119 g0 24 - - -
Mississippi 1 - - 1 - -
Missouri 123 121 - 1 - 1
Nebraska 118 111 : £ - - -
New Jersey 2 1 - - - 1
New Mexico 2 2 - - - -
New York 13 13 - - - -
North Carolina 4 - - 4 - -
Horth Dakota 2 2 - - - -
Ohio 43 40 2 - - 1
Oklahoma 16 16 - - - -
Oregon 8 8 - - - -
Permsylvania 4 & - - - -
South Carolina 1 - - 1 = -
South Dekota 10 8 2 - - -
Tennessee 2 2 - - - -
Texas 62 62 - - - -
Utah 1 1l - - - -
Virginia 3 2 - 1 - -
Washington 8 7 - - 1 -
Viisconsin 208 104 102 - 2 -
Wyoming 3 3 - - - -

Totals 1,384 1,166 1565 47 12 B

Table II shows how the number of schools in the Missourl Synod
compares with the number of schools in other synods which are members
of the Synodical Conference. Eighty-four per cent of the schools in
Synodical Conference are maintained by the lMissouri Synod. This table
presents the additional information how the schools are distributed
among the states of our country. The states of Illinois and lMissourl

rank highest as stronghold for the Lutheran elementary school system.

Philosophy of the Lutheran Elementary School Systen

The Lutheran church throughout the period of its history in the
United States has concerned itself with elementary education through

the agency of congregational, or parochial schools. The primary
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objectives of Lutheran parochial schools has at all times and in all
synods been the inculcation of Christien doctrines and principles of
life and their coordination with the entire curriculum of the school.
It is the long established conviction of the Lutheran church that educa-
tion and religion must go hend in hand, that a nation cannot make the
right kind of eitizens by a seoular education and bringing in religion
afterwerd, liost Lutheran bodies have held that this can be achieved
only by means of the full-time parochial school, and they accordingly
at some time in their history fostered schools and promoted the move-
ment, Those synods which have discontinued the schools still adhere to
the prineiple, however, by maintaining part-time week-day, Saturday, or
vacation religious aahooll.ls
The language problems of the Lutheran church were important factors
in the early development of the school systems, since the membership
of the varlous bodies inecluded immigrant peoples who spoke prinecipally
Germen, Norwegian, Swedish, Danish, Finnish, and Slovak. The conduet
of the affairs and the public services of these bodies in their respec=
tive mother tongues virtually compelled the maintenance of & school
system in which emphasis could be placed upon instruetion in these lan=
gueges, in accordance with the privileges guaranteed them by the Federal
Constitution, Sueh language functions, however, have always been of a
secondary character and at present are practically non-existent, since
the majority of the existing Lutheran schools do little, if any, work
in either of these tongues. The Christian day-school, as ‘the Lutheran
school of today has come to be known, well expresses the fundamental

character which both in the past and in the present it endeavors to

prosmo.u

13%alther H. Beck, Lutheran Elementary School System, p. 408

14
Ibid




14

dissouri Synod hes laid much stress on a Christian educetion

The
for a1l ite children. Chrigstian parents have the responsibility of
bringing up thoir children “in the murture snd aduonition of the Lord,"
1T

The church must help the parents to give the youth the "one thing

needful." The best ploee for children to receive instructicn and traine

[N

ng is 2 school taught by Christisp teachers, vhere all branches of
mowledge are teught in the light of God & Tord snd where children learn
to 1ove'and fear God. The shate cannot give such schools. Por this
reason, Christian day-scheols (elementary parochial schocls) were estabe
lished by the first congregetiong of the Synod and provisions weore made
to train teachers with a Christien philesophy of life. The organizotion
of the HMissouri Synod hed ems oue of its major objectives the furthersnce
-of Christisn parochial schoels and of a thorough instruction for
comfirmatien.lﬁ

The philosophy underlying the cchiel sgchools takes the Serip-
tural view of things; it begins with man as a simners it shows him his
Sevior; it leads children to God as their Creestor and Lord to vhonm
honor and obedience is duep it insists on eternsal welues and on Tixed
moral values laid dowm by God Himself; it shows mon why he is in the
world=~to serve God and man; it polints children to the ebermal mansions
ebove instead of filxing thelr eres and hearts on the meterial; it shows
mon as the dwelling place of God's Holy Spirit; it malss for order and
degency in the world on the basis of divine auvthord ‘y.

1S0onstitution of the Evanpgelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and
Other States, p. 3

lsﬁews Service, September, 1940, p. 3



The %rue Lutheran Christian is obedlent and loyel to his poveraw

B

ment, beeouse His God demends of him sueh service. He lives te sorve

2 -

in sppreeivtion to his God who has redeemed him. Christien

troining of the children is a matter of conselence with Lutheran parents.

de

it is difficult to

el
}.u

The Lubtheren Chureh and its members reslize tha

b

"

kingdom of God and Hisg

5]

make & ehllid believe thet he rmust seek first the

g o

rightecusness when the Word of God is pushed inbo the opnece-a=weok hack-

-

zround, wvhile the wisdowm of the world 1

[

advanced, sought and drilled
every day. This philoseplyy, however, does net sxelude the regquirements
of the state, the schasls, and saciéﬁy. The seven cardinal aims of
educntion are definitely in harmony with the philosophy of the Lutlieran
se attained efficiently from' s Christian's poeint of view.
Consequently, many Lutheran Chrisﬁiéns bring a great sacrifice in grier
that thelr children may receive & thorough religlous training in addi-

tlon Yo the entire curriculum required by the state end communiby.
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YA CTT T s T G YRR
TEACHING PERSONNEL OF

The luthersn church is continuing its long-established poliey of
keeping its schools chiefly in the hands of male teachers, who are not
only well trained for their werk bub who also make this thelr 1ife
professions The shatus of the woman teacher remains thercfore a

@

secondsry one. I1his section with the help of Table III snd Teble IV

attempts to present an vbjoctive snalysis of thoe teaching ferce of the
Iutheran Gchools in order to digcover the present status of the teaching

personnel.,

TLBLE III

Teaching Ferscunel of the Lutheran Elementsary Schoolsl7

: 5O : S R R :
. @ + Y e =
O R R T S S~ S S = S S T S =
Districts : B g PR S S A Y
. [} [} Cy 3] o [
T T < A R D R T~ N S R
LS i H H @ H EJ : £ H a3 a
. - * -

2 H £ 3 H A H
Atlantie i8 13 - - o - -
Californis and Vevada 10 3 5 - - - -
Central 191 20 g 17 1 1 2
Central Illinols %0 36 % o 1 i 3
bDlOP 2o - ‘ 12 & 1 4 1 1 -
5 14 4 2 - - - -
8 3 1 1 - - -
‘ 23 il 3 5 = 1 4
Towa test 12 11 B 7 - 2 1
Kansas 35 14 13 ] 1 1 5
Fichigen 143 15 12 8 2 2 4
ifdmmegota 73 a7 7 15 4 - &
Horth Dakote eund Honbana 1 - - - - - -
ﬂortnoru Iilinois 258 &7 18 ¥ & 2 1
Yorthern Wobraska 52 1z 3 3 3 2 1

17Statistical Yeor-Book of the Brangelical Lataﬂran Synod of Hissouri,

Ohic, and Uther States for %hb Yoar 1239, P. 173
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TABLE ITII (cont'd)

: Tesachers
2 H 5 ey e *;2 L i a1 jose 2 T—
Districts : B o8 8 2§ 5. 8§« F
. ¢t * d- » . s ® ® t & :
s Ei, 3 3 2 . ) 4 g S :2 : g
H H 3 H b4 : H
z ’g - - m - g’ . g‘ 5’ %SJ - é
bt @ x LI SR .. » . S 2 s
Horth Wisconsin 25 14 4 10 1 1 3
Oklahora ' 8 2 & - 1 - 1
Orsgon and Washington 15 2 5 1 1 - 1
South Dakota 2 ‘1 2 2. - i -
Southesstern 2 2 - 1 1 - -
Southern 8 7 3 2 - - -
Southern Californis 18 4 2 3 1 - -
Southern Tllinois . 3G o 23 & 3 - 1
Sovthern Febraske BO T 10 10 3 143 4
South VWisconsin 1311 48 7 8 2 - 3
Pexas 48 6 23 2 7 1 6.
Hesbern . 301 56 51 , 13 3 - 1l
) Totals 27¢ B340 212 138 39 22 54

Teble III is a'tabulatiaﬁ of the teaching personnel as reperted by
the various districts. The seven classifiéations noted sorey installed
teachers, women teachers, pastors, normal candidates, minisberial candi-
dates, normal students, and ministerial students, |

the data reveals a tobtal tsaching force of 2078.im all districts
of the United States in 193%9. Of this nuwber 1738, or 83.7 per cent,
were. male toachers. Regular or installed tsachers nusbered 1278, or
61.8 per cent, of the entire teaching persomnel; 3&0, ar_lﬁ,@ por cent,
of the classroom teachsrs were woneny £12, or 10.2 per cent, were
pastors; 135, or G.7 per cent, were men teaching who had completed
thelr tralalug at one of vhe lutheran Hermal Colleges but hed not yeb
reoceived o permencnt call; 33, or l.4 per ocent, wore ministerial gradu-
ates teaching who had pot recelved a call inbe the ministry by a

3 o) £x

congregation; 22, or 1.0 per eent, wore sbudents frow one of the YNormal
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schools who had not completed the reguired training for w permmuent eally
S4,0or 2.1 Der cent, vere undergreduste ministerial students teaching@

Purther analysis and interpretation of the dalta under cousideration
points to r very high porcentage of mzle teachers. Iale toachers consti-
tute 83,7 per cent of the temching force, whereas 79 per cont of the

. 18 ..
public elemsntary and secondary teachsers «f today are women. This
would definitely point to a greater stability in the teaching persomnel
of the Imtheran clementary school instructor as compared with the teach-
ing fores of the public gchool sygteu. The large percentage of umle

teachers would slse point to the commendable fact that the Gdgll would

receive o more proportlonate share of its tralning frowm men, 3Since

gy

auch of the pro-scheol broining of a ehild is performed by the uother,

the influence of & wale teacher can balance the training of the childs.

Since six classificatlons of the wale teacher are desipmated in
i lassifications of the nale teacher are desi ted

o

%)
t

the Table ITI, an %n&lys s is in ordor. Installed teachers are mele
instructors who are called permanently by the "woting body" of the
individual congregations and induoted inte office. The installed teacher,
however; is free, with the approwal of his congregation, to accept other
ealls, Faithful performeance of duby, proper ability, agd exomplary
1life, however, conditions the permanency of the installed te&cher.lg

The winiman trailning of an instelled teachosr at presendt iz three
years with wore training offered end urged. The tenure of office is
usually lifelong.

The Idssouri Synod meinbains two normal schools for the treining

of tenchers. Doth institubtions ot Sevard, Hebraska, and at River Forest,

Hationnl Bducational Associstion Research Bulletin for Harch, 1940,

wWalther iH. BDeck, lutheran Blomentary Schools in United States, p. 411
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I1linois, provide opporbunity for posi-gradnate study in swumer sessiong.

o

Both normel schools are rec@gnizea by thelr own state department end
thelr own state university. They have the same rabing us the Oklahoma
BA. & He School of ”ﬂucatlon’aa

Hormal students are undergraducte teachers who have been ecalled lnbko
terporary service because the supply of graduates have been exhausted
for the term. This group, although low in percentege, is an index that
the supply of graduates at present is not keeping pace with tho demands.
It alse peoints Lo some opporbtunity for inbernship or Inservice training
bvefore pgraducnting.

hJ

Hinisterial students are underpgraduate candiaatasvfor the offiee
of the ministry. The work assumed by the ministerial student is simi-
lar to the work of s ministerial candidabe. Congregations may employ
mimiste:ial sbtudents, besause greduastes are not availsblo, or a congres
gation may prefer s ministerial studesnt since it anﬁértains ne hope of

giving to s candidate g permanent call,

Wonen teachers in the Lutheran elementary school system receive
no eall am such; but they sre usually assured a permanent position
upon evidence of proper personal gqualifiestions snd training end upon
eondition of good behavier and sabisfactory work. Only one-third of
the women teachers have roceived %hgir tr&ining~at Lutheran instlitubions.
Vonen trained at other imstitutions, as a rule, do aot tesch religious
subjects, since they have not been tg&ined Tor this purpose.

The table also reveoals the number of pastors beaching. Postors

are trained for their nministerial offiece st two senmdinarics of the

“puber wn, Burt, College Blue Book, ppe 302, 308, 514,



iissouri Synod. The semimery at St. Louls, Missouri requires six years

of college training, while four years of college is the level of train-

ing at the sem;nary in Springfield, Illincis. ¥From the ta@le it is

not apparent the mutber of pasbtors vho are graduatos of Ste Louis’or

Springfield., Heither cam it be assumed that the average level of

treining is on par with the reguirements of ministerial graduates atb

the present time, since the level of college training of both institu-

tions has been‘raiseﬁ during the past decade. Nevertheless, it remaing

true that the cultural and academic training of pastors in ths Lutheran

Church (Missourl Synod) rates wmsually high. This situetion coupled

with the faet that the greduates at the ministerial semineries slsc

receive o pedagogical training insures ot least to sope degree able

and gualified tesching personnel among the pastors teaehing although

the certifieation is often not in line with the state reguirements. .
The fourth column in Table III is designated as lormal Candidatos,

These are male teachers whe have com@le%@é their required training

at one of the lutheran Wormal Schools, but due to no demand for a

regular called and ingballed teacher these gradustes were sssigned to

congregations which wished tu empley thelr teacher benporarily. This

condition, however, has srisen only during the past decade, when the

supply of candidates excesded the demands. It should alsc be noted

thet these constitute the group which has received the labest training

in progressive educeation and hes atiained the highest level of preparation

as & group. It is alse true that congregations have employed gradustes

temporarily in order to prove their sbility, efficiency, and faithfulness

before exbending to them a pormanent call.
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¥inisterial candidates are graduates of one of the ministerial
seminaries who hawve not received a call into the office of the ministry
by & congregation, There may be two purposes for employing a ministerial
graduete, Some congregations may prefer to give assistance to their
regular pastor be engaging a ministerial graduate., Other congregations
may not have been in a position to obtain a graduate from one of the
normal institutions, In either case the ministerial graduate receives
an opportunity for ministerial work in addition to the teaching load,

Normal students are undergraduate teachers who have been called
into temporary service, because the supply of graduates have been
exhausted for the terme, This group, although low in percentage, is
an index that the supply of graduates at present is not keeping pace
with the demands, It also points to some opportunity for intermship
or inservice training before graduating.

lMinisterial students are undergraduate candidates for the office
of the ministry. The work assumed by the ministerial student is similar
to the work of a ministerial candidate, Congregations may employ
ministerial students because graduates are not available or a congre-
gation may prefer a ministerial student since it entertains no hope
of giving to a candidate a permanent call,

Eremis Agreret 11 the Bestise forsyeet

In 1939 a total of 2,263 were reported engaged im the teaching

profession of the Lutheran Parochial 30!1001!.81 Of this number 1,366

or 60,6 percent were installed male teachers from 1920 to 1939 was reached

amj.. IV,
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during 1931 when the npumber 1,416 wes reported. This sawe year also
marks the ayex of The total nurber of teachers in the service of the
profession over the same period. Poth figures would seem to indiente
that the murber of schools or school rooms are on the deciine,

The economic situatlon in our country seems bo have played its
delinlte part since the muber of insballed teochers sgain shows an
@ low of 1,338 in 193C. By 1939 the aumber of

a

ingtallsd teschers had agein inereased bo 1,360. This would suggest

e

thet congregations waibed until econsmic prospe erify was safely on tho
reburn belore calling regular or permsneant teachers. Houwever, the ine
crease in the muiber of iastalled teachers does not peint %e a rise ir
the mmber of schools, since the tobsl muwhor is on the docline.

significant Hrend is apparent in the nucber of women teacherse

=
m

In 1920, 14 percent of the teaching Torse was comprised of female
tevcherse 4 gradual inerease vas ig ev@ﬂence up Se 1926, During this
yvear the highest percentage was reached, The high wark stands ab
22 percent of the total teacking force. It msy be assumed that the

increase in level of preparation may uave conditioned a decling,

@

Probably an inerease of wale teachers avnilabl

and the decline of
the mmber of gchools have tended also tc crgwd the ﬁuun er of Fewmle

teachers from the system of the Lutheran clemenbary schools. A higher

1o
level of training placed women tezchers in o popition to accept jobs
whieh paid a better salary.

It epvuears from further analysis of the bteaching personnel that
the purber of pastors bteaching is on = gteady descline sines 1220, In
1939 there were 268 psstors teaching or 11 percent of the eubire
porsonnel, Two factors may be responsible for this chunge, the lack

of proper certification snd the recognized leoad of ministerisl dutios.

Although the professional training of pasters in the denomir etion
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fedn

under considoration is two wears higher than roquired for Lutheran

=i

&

parochial teachers, yet theo proportlonate number of sducational tourses
ore not offered in the ministerial semineric g in ovder to provide for

nroper c,er%wflca‘i;lan with shate reguirenents. This situation aaunle{i

i3

with the fact that the graduabes ot the minishe eria 1 seminaries recelve
some pedagogieal *i;raim‘.né, insures, to some degree, =n eble and qualified
persopnel anony the pastors tosel in although the eartification is é ften
not in lino with state reguiromonbs.

Table I¥. Teaching Persomnel of the Luthoran
Blementary Sehoolsal

T 3 3 s '3 z

. : Ingtalled 3 VWonen T o : B S %

Yeer | o T o W - Pastors ° Studemts ° Condidates ° Tobal
: Teachers ¢ Teachers 1 s ¢ t
¥ E H R £

1920 1,083 279 (145) 8o 133 1,954

1921 1,062 320 (16%) 473 103 - 1,958
1922 1,133 343 (174) 480 77 - 2,018
1923 1,166 380 (18%) 480 79 - 2,108
1924 1,208 405 (184) 48R 93 - 2,168
1925 1,273 401 (1g87) 447 97 - 2,217

1928 1,270 518%(22%) 382 85 , : 2,250
1927 1,309 494 (207} 368 100 ' 2,271
1888 L 1,344 483 (20%) 352 117 2,303
1989 1,390 490 (217} £35 114 2,323
1230 1,393 482 {204 526 134 2,335
1931 1,416% 469 (197} 345 128 - 2,388%
1932 1,362 . 592 (170 549 128 52 2,283
1933 1,542 348 {147) 341 77 178 2,281
1934 '"45 330 (14%) 341 63 222% 2,302
1955 1,350 527 {149) 319 58 216 2,270
1638 1,338 349 {157) 325 83 214 2,298
1937 1,360 347 (147 311 138% 196 2,352
1958 1,361 363 (16%) 285 100 188 2,298
1939 1,565 365 (1g7) 268 78 177 2,258

LR B B

"‘3' o 3 - I “ 3 . 2 - % o :
auaw. compliled by &« Cs Sbellborn, Seeretary of Schools, Hews Service
Juns, 1340, pe Se

*The peal purber in emch columm,
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Tenure of Office

The beaching profescion in the Lutheran elementary scheols is nob
a transient caelling. The regulsr instealled male teacheor 1s neot appeinbted
on a yearly basise KHe receives & call Irom a congregation,  Such ocalls
are permenent conditioned upon faithful performanee of duty, proper
ability, and exmemplary life. A regular called and installed teacher,
however, is free, with the approval of his congregation, to accept =
eall to another congregation. The student who is preparing for the
teaching profession in the Lutheran elementary schools is awsre of the
fact that he is preparing for life's work to serve his ochurch. The
dominant motive for enbering the profession is not to receive & worth=
while remmneration, bubt to render a definite service to his Ged aznd
fellowman by heving an opporbtunity to offer a {hristian training to
the pupils in his ecare in addition to the seeulwnr studies reguired by
the stakte courses of study. This philescphy of life has certeiniy
played a major roll in insuring o long btenure of offiee aud stabiliby
for the teaching profession. The average length of the Lutheran elemen-
tary school teasher is mweh longer than thet of the public school tescher
of the eslementary grodes.
YThe tenure of office among male teachers in Lutheran

schools is consequently longs The majority of men remain in

office as long as they sre physlically able tc teache. The

annual turnover of male teachers In the Missouri Synod scheols

was sbouk 1/50 in 1933, as compared with 1/8 in the public

schools, owing chiefly %o deaths and old-age retirements, An

efficial compilation of the age of teachers and thelr service in

the same sysben, made in 1931, reveals thal the period of service

of retiring teachers averaged I8 years, whereas their average

age at rebirement or death was aboub 82 yearss It is apparent

that such long tenure within an elementary school makes for

experience and ability and enables thege schools te do thorough
work. "33

25Beck, Lutheran Elementary Schools, pe 394e
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The comment that "leaching is not a grofessién buk & procsssion®
loses its point so far as the Lutheran elementary schools are concerned,
The average length of service of oity elementary publie sehool teachers
in 1989 was 14.4.°% Since the average length of service of the Lutheran
elementary sehool teacher is 55 years, the average experienae of the
teachers in service is definitely far more repgesentative of a stabilized
teaching stalf than the publie schoel teachers, The average length of
service of the teacher in the Lutheran school is high enough to be repre~

sentative of a life career service.

TARBLE ¥

: , o
- . . . v o i@
lumber of Teachers Entoring end Loaving the Profession from 1926-1939

>

: Teachers

t :

s Entered 3 Dlsmissed

Yooy : ' : ) i

:Candidates ; Reenbered :Resignations : Deaths in

: Entﬂred s % 1 Office
1926 38 5 21 7
1927 53 1 10 &
1928 61 4 27 4
1929 64 B 28 &
1930 , b1 8 21 7
1931 B 11 & 26 12
1952 20 4 16 9
1983 18 2 19 7
1534 fite) 2 17 g
1935 30 3 27 6
1836 44 - 1g 3
1937 _ 49 4 22 8
1938 4 38 2 21 b
1839 42 4 31 10
ZQEati ral Bducational Assoclation Hesearch Bulletin, Jamuary, 1940,

e 18

za"tatzsblcal Yearbook of the Evengelical Lutheran Synoed of Iissouri,
Ohlo, and Other States for the Vear 1939, p. 171
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Table V presents an additional ploture of the stabilitf of the
teaching profession of the Lutheran parochial schools. Gver a peried
of the past fourteen years the nuwber leaving the profession hag fluctu-
ated {rom sixbteen to sizty-four. There is no portieulsr trend discerni-
ble in eﬁtering,fhe profession, except thet the peak pf 65 was reached
during econowlc prosperity. The low of 16 recorded in 1933 also corre-
sponds with the ecomomic status in cur country at that %ima;

'The average nurber leaving the prefession over this period is 42-k.
The year 1939 conforms ﬁlmost éx&etly to the mumber lesving the profes-
sion by revirement or death in 1939, Placing these Tigures on percentage
basis. shows that only 3.08 per cent of the installed teachers left the
profession in 1839. Sinece thic is also an eveprage over a period of 14
years, it ls direet testimony For the great stebility of the Lutheran

elomentory school teacher,

Provigions for Retirewent

The Bvangelical Lutheran Church of Missouri, Ohio, end Other States
has made provisions for proper rebirement of ite christisn day sehool
teachers by adopting =« pension gystem. The ponsion plan or rebirenment
disability to refire from sotive service with = nmodest but assured

income for lifea.

Before the adoption of the pensicn plan disabled and retired workers

received an allowunce from synodfs board of suppert, Im 1917 2 fund of
43,000,000 was solicited from the members of the Intheran church to pro-
vide for mn permanent fund, the lnterest of vhich was to provide for the

support of its workers. Although the fund proved inadequate, it served

s a transition for & proper pension sysbeom.
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Sinee 1917 synod had been wmerorielized repeoatedly by conferences

By

and districts to adept a pension system for its workers. By resoiution
of the 1817 convention a complete plan vms submitted in 1920, but not
adopted. The demand for a “systematic support” contimued, however, and
in 1932 a committee of three wns ecreabted, which in 1935 submi%ted the
cutline on which the ﬁreSent plan is baged. The synod declided by a
practically unenimous vote that the Doard of Support, togebther with an
edvisory committes of five merbors, should complebe the plen and instie
tute it after it h#ﬁ been approved by the College of Presidents and the

e

Board of ﬂlrectors.zﬁ After cereful study asnd discussion this approvel

s
o A .

was at River Fﬁfesﬁ in Septemboer, 1056. The plan was now ready and was
put inte operaticn Octeber 1, 1937.

The pension plen is very simple. An anmuel contribution by the
worker based on his selary (four per cent) plus an annual contribution
of like awmount by his congregation eor sslary-paying board is invesbed
in a savings fund (pension fund) until the time of the workers rebtirew
ment at which time the entire zcowmlated amount standing to his credit,
including compound interest; is used to provide an snnuity for the‘

A

worker and his wideow.

¥

Under %his plen the amount received as pension will depend upon
the nunber of years spent in service snd the amount of salary recsived
during the term of offieces The teacher who has spont 40 yvears in

service, based upon $1,260 snmal selary, would receive = yearly income

of §819.00,

e0procesdings, 1935, pp. 285, 289

27 o . .
Pe Go Kuehnert, Pension Plan, vp. 9-26



Aepcording vo the latest information comp i 4 (Hareh 15, 1941) 647

teachers have adopted the pension plan. This would constitute approxie

mately 50 per cent of the installed teaching foree of the Jissouri
s 28
Synod.

According to unpublished data of the United States OfTiee of LHduga-
tion on muther of classroom Heachers, 1937 and 1938, fif tv Pl cent of
the classroon teachers con rebire on actuarial anmuity ba od upon
ingurance principles.

Fifty per cent of the Lutheran elementary teachers have adopbed
the pension plen, The other 80 per cent have the same apperbunity to
make this provision for retirenent. Consequently, the Luthersn school
teacher is at-an advantage in the matter of retirement aover the publie

school teachsr sinee at present practleally one-fourth of the teachoers

in the courntry can look forward to no retirement er disability security

quzsoaver.go
The reason that more teachers of the Lutheran schowl neve nok

availed themselves lg selfwexplanshory. The plan has only beean in

operablon four years. Some pay have romsined aloel begavee of the

=5
g
@
e
ey
s

(@
&
o
B
[44]
‘i:

gy net have been in & position to convince thelr
congregation of sulba iiiﬁy of the plan. - While others mey have indivie
dual saving plans whiek seem to offer them sufficlent finameial
secﬁriﬁy. Thus the Luthersn chureh has launched upon an edeguate pro=
grom of rotirement for its teachers: In case the apmuitlies ars not

sufficlent for reascnable needs, or the teacher may have completed

“Hetional Fducational hssoclation Research Bulletin, Vol. XVII, Fo. 2,
Pe 66 ‘
28

Fo Go Buehnert, Unpublished Dlata

HBA REesearch Bulletin, Vol. XVIII, Ho. 2, p. 87



many years of service before this plan was placed into operation, he
has the assurance of additional protection by the subsidies of the

support fund.

29
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T OF LUTHERAW ELE

To obbein the following informetion on the envelment of the

Lutheran schocle, questionneires gre mailed annually %o each conzrega=-

tion operating o school. The data obbained is guite complete sinece the

district president is infermed if » congregetion Pails to mske ite
report.

Table VI en enalysis of the pupils of the Imthoran elementary
schools according bto grades. It pressnts the following picture: 11.7

per eent are enrollsd in the eighih grade; 135.

-3
Wi
&)
]
k]
@
i3
r-ts
%Jq
it
4 o
Tt
gy
£
%)
«l
]
]
<t
2

grade; 14.7 per cent in ths sixzth gradep; 13.8 ner cent in.%he £ifth

grade; 12,3 per cont in the Tourth grade; 11.7 por cent in the third
grade; 11.5 per cent in the second grade; =nd, 10,8 psr cent in the

first grade.

03 -

The peak of the enrolment is definitely ab the sixth grade level,

where 14.7 per cent of thedlenentery pupils are placed by the 18939 report.
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There is a gradusl decline in zth te the lirst grade.

The decrease from the sixbh to the {ifth grade 1ls o7 per cenbty from the
£y

£iP%h to the fourth 1.2 per cent; from the fourdl to ths third 8 per

cenby fronm the third bo the second .2 per csnt; and, from the sseond to

The deercase may bo atbributed fo the stendy decreose in the ehild

1 has been apparent in our country due to a deeline in

s

-

birth rete., Detween 1930 and 1982 the public elenmentary scheol enrole-
ment decreaseds In this two year period the total elementary school

earolment doclined by 143,173 children. By 1934 there were 370,383



TABLE VI

Enrolment According to GradegSt

T , Enrolmont Accerding to Grades

Distriets 3 : H H 2 d s :
3 : 1 : b 1 3 3 4 : b 3 G s 7 3 2
Atlantie i 18 91 G4 91 78 g8 - 97 119 115
California and Hovada B Y2 56 52 ) br 55 58 54 55
Central ig 823 226 545 1,003 872 1,021 1,061 928
Conbral Illinois - 212 245 245 281 252 273 277 258
Colorade & 52 25 100 93 8 99 1823 84
Bagtern - 38 47 &4 &8 78 83 232 52
English e 52 385 64 50 87 33 81 52
Iown East 12 108 117 lz2 143 174 158 200 168
Town liesk 28 113 138 125 131 158 157 132 178
Honsas 18 215 201 207 212 225 264 288 237
Hichigan 27 544 578 $4.8 693 762 768 832 750
Hinnesota 31 314 304 350 341 410 503 574 531
¥orth Dakota & Yonlena - - - - - 3 7 5 12
Horthorr Illinocis 433 1,121 1,256 1,228 1,286 1,377 . 1,330 1,379 1,312
Horthern Hebraska 43 140 " 140 178 150 169 S 208 208 229
Horth Wiscousin - 174 227 197 164 280 - 253 287 267
Qklahoma : 3 g8 51 55 B8 55 B5 52 b8
Oregzon and Rashington 13 80 2L 80 7 81 88 81 86
South Dekobe - 16 18 - 18 23 27 25 24 28
Southeastera - 21 18 C 21 1g 28 2% 535) -
- 8outhern , 32 &0 48 35 38 45 25 20 iz
Southern Cazlifornia - 21 104 29 103 109 1054 39 86
Southern Illinoils - 20OG 198 213 253 B&T 230 30 212
Southern Hebraska 15 165 194 218 228 254 252 328 319
South Wisconsin 105 BET 534 571 643 682 a77T 708 536
Texas A 30 347 325 a4l 847 331 333 258 18
Westorn 214 748 772 775 780 - 838 363 3&4 947
Totals 1,089 8,507 €, 708 &, T44 7,294 7,890 8,307 8,073 &, 863
3l \ .

Stetistical Yeoarbook of the Bvengelical lLutheran Synod of iissouri, Ohlo and Other Btates, 1939, ». 179



fewer than in 1934. The decrease from 1930 to 1932 was .7 por ceat;
from 1932 to 1934 1.8 per cent; from 1934 to 1236€,1.0 per cent; ané,
from 1930 to 1936, 4.2 per oant.sz

Over the same perioed of time aeccording to the total figures of
Table I presented in an earlier section of this study, the Lutheran
school enrolment cdeclined 3,9 per cent over the some perled of time.
This would séem to indicate that the decrease in the cnrolwent corre-
sponds rather clnéaly to the déeline in the publi§ elemontary school
enrolment. However, this Qondiﬁicn gannot be repsognized as the sole
’contributing factor sineceo the decline ¢f the Lutheran school enrelment
was in evidence already in 1928. TFurthermore, the total mewbership of
the Lutheran church has been on & pronounced and steady incrsase. The
total deeline in the enrolment of the Lutheran school from 1338 to 1938
was 1.9 per cent according to the Statistical Yearbook., Figures for
the public school system over this peried were not available to the
authors

It can be assumed that a fraction of the decrease in the Lutheran
schools can be attributed perhaps to the lack of interest or the unwill-
ingness on the part of some of the membersto bring the nocessary
sacrifice in order to meintain a private school.

Enreolment in the kindergarten department inereased from 811 to
1,058 in 1939. This ig an i-GfSa$9 of 30;5Aper cént frow the three
year peoried, or an average increase of ten per eent per yesr since 1936,
Xindergarten depariments are being operated especially by the larger

hool systems in cities. This accounts for the inersase.

=

, | ‘ |
““NpA Researeh Bulletin, Vol. XVI, Ho. 1, ps 35



TABLE VII

The Status of the Lutheran Elementary School System 33 o
(¥issouri Synod) in 1939, Analysis of Enrolment by Districts

1 s

* et T 1T v v

:gag_ L3 wr?Lgegt. e

:g%: et : g eé? - ;Eﬁ

Digtricts 2%y By, 0 98 83 s O

LR A E-% t ag 1@ tET s BB

L BR L BF la% ieE Ry

: « H § : g ; “ 8 ~; g =

=4 % 1
Atlantie 10 821 585 25 104 273
Californie and Hevada 10 466 267 14 50 138
Central ' 115 8,307 6,457 448 477 644
Central Illinois 33 2,074 1,702 44 53 181
Colorado 15 818 527 58 107 116
Eastern 13 b35 466 14 21 10
English & 493 287 42 - 44 120
Iowa Rast 31 1,293 1,083 24 8 73
Towa Viest 32 "1,27% 1,118 10 30 31
Kansas 589 2,082 1,678 27 80 88
td.chigan 95 6,765 5,328 206 188 256
IHmmesota 86 4,083 3,362 7€ 33 61
Horth Imkots and VMontana 1 28 - - - -
Worthern Illinois 124 11,308 7,891 563 901 1,260
Horthern Nebraska 41 1,656 1,243 14 & 218
Horth Wisconsin 30 2,146 1,972 78 30 58
Oklahoma : 13 487 354 3 20 0
Oregon and Washlugbon 17 722 528 5 48 108
South Dalkota & 150 167 & 7 -
Southeastern 3 139 52 7 44 %6
Southern 10 568 247 25 104 22
Southern California 12 S04 4348 85 172 1351
Southern Illincls ' Bl 2,125 1,731 63 344 85
Southern Hebrasks 76 2,226 1,859 36 20 87
South Yisconsin &9 6,134 3,089 652 213 478
Texas 61 2,825 1,518 44 2238 321
Testern 125 6,925 5,080 213 243 777
Totals 1,142 67,229 50,041 2,765 3,283 5,369

Stetistical Yearbook of the Bvangelical Lutheran Synod of Uissouri,
Okio, and Other States for the Year 1933, p, 178
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Table VII presents the envolment by districts and clessifies the
pupils whether they ere of Lutheran homes, perents who are members of
obher churches, or children whose parents are not conneeted with am
chureh. The total nusber of schools reported for the purpose of this
teble were 1,142 Lutheran elementary schools of the United Stetes;
total enrolment B87,229; pupils vhose parents are members of lecal
congregations operating the school 50,041; pupils vhose parents are
.members of o sister congregation 2;7653 pupils whose parents sre newbers
of other chu?ches 3,283;7§upils'whesé parents are not affilisted wifh
ény church 5,369; pupils which were not listed under any classificaticn
but included in the botals 5,771l. It may be assumed that the groaber
poer cent of these are of Lutheran parentage.

bocording to tﬁesa tabuiatioaé 4.8 per cent of the Lutheran cle~-
neptary pupils are from homes vhose parents are members of another
church and 8,3 per cent are from hemes vhose parents are not affilisbed
with any church. These children wmey be atbracted to the Lutheran

clementary schools because of their superiority, their system of Chrisw

tian training, or through the missicnery efforts of ths patrons.

Length of Scheol Term

The amount of time that children spend in sohool has definite
bearing upon the effieciency to which the objesctives of education ean
be attained. The fact that religious subjects and training has been
included in the curriculum of the Lutheran gehools has aided iun
koepling a nine and ten month term in many schools of the system.

Table VIII presents an analysis of the number of days baught in

the Lutheran elementary school system asecording to its verious districts.



TABLE VIIX

Length of School Term for Lutheran Blementary Schools®®
s Days Taught : g;g ! Tuition
1= o A - x s 2 i
: By B2y o L s O, I
Districts Dowep, 8, 3 g fag gt 5§
Poarg o Py 2o Yar foom 2B
: ©8 . 1oy B g RD. T BT
Atlantic - - 2 8 -8 - 7
Califoruia and Hevada - 1 5 4 5 1 7
Centrel 2 24 €2 18 25 2 20
Central Illinois 2 4 16 10 2 1 10
Colorado - 1 13 1 7 1 g
Lastern 1 - 4 3] T 3 g
Englich - - 3 2 2 - 1
Towa Bast - 5 21 3 3 - 2
Iove Viest 2 1 - 23 3 7 - 2
Kansag - 22 28 2 2 - 11
Wichigan - & 39 36 33 - 38
Minnesaota 5 16 56 4 48 2 20
Horth Dalkota and Honbana - - 1 - 1 - -
Yorthern Illinois - 3 42 66 27 45 78
Worthern Iebraska - i 36 - 18 1 1G
Horth Yisconsin - 2 25 2 13 1 1o
Okclohoma - 3 9 - 1 - &
Orezon and Vashington - 4 11 2 8 1 2
South Dakota - 2 4 - 5 - 1
Southeastern - - 2 1 2 - 2
Southern - - 6 I 1<) 3 5
Southern Californis - - 7 & 7 - 1
Southern Illinois g 14 17 & 8 - iz
Southern ebracgka - 9 57 1 41 2 7
South ffisconsin 1 - 31 30 32 1 iz
- Texss 8 14 3 - 30 4 23
Hestern 17 - 29 48 24 76 7 34
Tobals 47 169 608 223 439 75 338

The data also reveals the mawber of sechools vwhieh offer frse texthooks.

The third section gives the number of sehools which reguire tuition

from members and non-nenbersse

Statistical Yearboolk of the Hvangslical Lutheran Symed of ¥imsouri,
Ohieo, and Other States for the Year 1939, p. 179
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A total of 1,084 schools are imcluded in the data: 223 schools or
'21.5 por cont have a sechool term of 180 asctual teaching days which
vode lﬂg+ca’ a ten honcu sohool terﬂ, 3408 schools or r8.a por cend
report the mumber of days taught between 171 and 180 whlch is apparent
thatvthe largest peroentage of the Lutheran elementery schools enjoy
& nine nOﬁti schoel term- 159 schoelu or 15.5 per cent fall ;ﬂte the
brackeﬁ ef Trom 1oO to 171 setual beaching days which seems to polnt
to & seven month term; enly 47 schools or 4.5 per cent have listed
teaching days below 1E0C |

Using this teble as a basis, the averége length of the school term
of the Lutheren slementary schaél wuﬁla be 174.2 days. The latest
" gtatisties of length of term of publie sﬁhools (1935-36) is 163.9 days
Tor miral schools snd 181,86 days for urﬁan schools.d® From the téble
under consideration it could not-be_detefmined the mmber of rural and
urban schools in the Lutheran systém. Since over B0 per cent of the
publie schools are rural, a conservative estimate aversge length of
school term for both rurel and urban peblie schools would be below the
length of the school term of the Lutheran elementary sehool.

' The faet that»ﬁongregaticna'p v thelr reguler oalled teachers on
4 twelve month basis would also add definite‘y to 2 longer t@rﬁ, Congeow
quen%ly, %hr school term would not fluetuate eccording Lo appro;viatzens
made as in the case with public schools.

Pable VIII pregents the additional information that 499 schools

cuat of 1,084 or 48.2 per cent furnich free téxtbooks to the pupils.
- l ™ ks

&5
WEA Research Bulletin, Vo. XVIII, Ko. , P 1566



37

Since the school system is almost entirely supported by the voluntary

contributions of the members of the local congregation, it is but

natural that the percentage should reach this merk at present time.

fEves

The Lutheran elementary school system iz not s synodiesl or district
project, but 2 locel endesvor, To proﬁide free textbooks, therefore,

iz a matbor of the lecal eongregation. Legisletion and politles do

ﬁot enter in. It f@quires only a decision and sa spprepriation by the
local mernbers of tho church in question. Laealvcangregations are better
acqﬁainted with the needs of the children attending, therefore, the
item of fres textbooks is easily added, provided ths finances of the
church will permit such an armual ap@ropriation, As a rule the shbate
adopted bextbooks are used in the secular subjects.

The final section prosents the data on tuition.  Only seventy-
seven out of 1,034 or 7.6 per cent ef the eongregations operating a
parochial school charge their owm msmbers tuition, while 338 or 32,7
per sent received tuition from children wi:ose parents are not merhers
of the Lutheron church. It way be stated that tultion is offiecially
discouréged by the synod which accounts for the low persentags of
congregations which enmploy this systes for the maintsineance of their
schools. |

The sdditional information ﬁay be given here that the average
cost per pupll in the luthoran elewentary is lower than in the public
school systems. vThe approximate cest of educating one child for 2
year in the Lutheran elemenmtary school is 40 to 350.56 The cost of

sdueating one child for the year 1936 was $74.30 in the public schools

0B, . .
Yews Service, July, 1940, p. 10
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the United States and 543,33 in the public schools of Oklshoma.

Fa

o
It may be aszumed that the publie schools, however, operate with more
extensive equipment and more elaborate bulldings.

Sinee ouly 5247 per cent of the Lutheran elementary schools report
tuition peid by non-meribers points to the fact thal the Lutheran church
is ready 4o ofPer its system of Christian training also to children
whose perents ars members of ancther church or especially to these
ehildron vhiose parents are not comnected with any churchs

The Lutheran elementery schoel is- considered a wmissionery agency
for the Lutheran congrogoation. h large percenkage of non-Lutheran
children who reesive thelir elementary training in the Lutheran pargchisl
schools beconme active menbers of the lutheran church by convietion.

Purthernmore, nsny of the parents and relatives of the children attending

are often broughbto the Lutheran faith,

Iypes of Schools

The nuiber of scheols of warious sizes in the Lutheran slementary schools

from 1910 to 1540 are presented in Table IX. Hany Lutheran schools,

like the majority of elementary public Scaools, are one~teacher schools.

s

The proportion in both systems is guite the same. There were more

than 143,000 one room schools in the United Shates in 1930 whiech congtie

tuted more than 50 por cent of the tobsl mudber of schools in the

=

12
country.

Biermdal Survey of Bdueation, 1934-36, Vel. II, p. 36

[&2]

8
Biennial Survey of Edusation in the Unlted States, 1930-1932
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TABLE IX

FTunmber of Schools of Various Slzes in the %0
ILuthersn Elementary Schools (Missouri Synod)¥™

Tumber of Teachers : Humber of Schools
per school -y s :
2 1910 3 1920 3 1930
1 1,848 921 799
2 173 241 358
3 83 64 © 107
4 31 45 8%
L] il 17 31
6 2 13 i5
7 2 4 4
8 1 3 3
9 - 2 3
1c - 3 -
11 - - -
12 y - - .1
Totals 2,130 1,310 1,393

The nmumbor of one~teachsr Lutheran schoels as indieated in Teble
IX eonstitube 57.3 per oent. Comparesbtively few Lutheran scheols have
more than three teachers owing to the fact that the majority of congrew
gations in these Bodies have fewer'than 400 baptized menmbers, 260 being
the aversge nurber in the Missouri Syﬁodoéo

From 1920 to 1930 the one~teacher schools have deereased 13.2 per
cent; the two~teacher schools have ineressed 48,5 per cent; thres-
teacher schools have inereased 87.1 per cent; Tour-teacher schools have
inereased 34.7 per cent; five-teacher schools have inereased B2.5 per

cent; six-tecchor schools have inereased 15.3 per cent. There are few

59, - S ,
Herbert M. Gross; "The Develobment of the Lutheran Psrochiel School
: P - — s i v et wta S
System of the iissouri Syniot. T (Lsde THEG1S, URiversity of Chicago)
Luthernn School Journal, Vol. L¥XI, February to June, 1936

40 . NN . .
Talther H. Beeclk, Lutheran Blementary Schools in UeS., pps. 397-308



40

schools larger than the six-teacher schoolss The largest nusber of
teachers in any one scheool is twelve.

It is anparent from ﬁne above tabulation thet the one-ieacher
school madeva‘ﬂcticeable dec} ine while tﬂe two to five beacher schools
made » very noted increase over the same period of time. Fo doubk, &
large number of the oue-tescher schools were augaonted into & twoe
teacher school and no enough new schools were opened of this type to
offset this condition. It nay be assumed that the Lutheran schools are

consolideting more and more Qna it way e cuxpected that the nuwber of

one-~toacher schools may contime decline.

Administrabion of the Luthoran Blementary Schools

fhe administraticon,; direction, control, =nd mainbenance of the
Lutheran elementery schools have always beea enbirely in the hands of
the individual congregaticas which elect school boards to direct affairs
and entrust te them and to the pastors the effiée of supervision, The
pastor, teacher, and local school boards are directly responsible te the
congrecation operating the schoel in order that & high degreoe of offiw
cionecy not only be reached, but also meintained in beaching the relz-
gious and secular branches.

It is often possible to compare the gquality of the pupils of the
Lutheran elementsry scohools with those of the students in tho losal
public school. Eﬁi possibllity hes operated as an in emtfvc for
pagtors, teachgrs, and school boards te plase the ggal ef achievement
of the Lutheran perochial scheols above that of the public schoolo.

In the synodieal distriets superintendenis arec slected by th

pastors and lay reprosentatives at the ammweal comventions. The term of
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ffice varies, In some districts this offine nay bLe GOSiFn&t@d as the
Secretary of Christian Bducetion. It is the duty of this office to
pronote the best and highest interest for thé achlevements possible in
Christian Education with the copgreogotions in his particulor disitriet.
The district superintendent visits the schools in Qrder‘to'advise ﬁhe
classroom teacher on standards and methods of progressive educstion and
w status of efficlency prevalling in the classroocus. it
is also the duty of the distriet superintendent to advise and encourage
congregetions to open new schools wherever possible and o investigate
conditions vhere a deeline 1g in evidence, The diéfriet superinbendent
or other respeetive boards uwnder thic department cannot be legealistic
in their action, their functions must remeln of an advisory nature.
Distriet suporintenden t are visited by the general secretary of schools-
vho examines the files periaining to the status of Christisn Education
in the district end offers advise end encouragement to aid the &iﬁﬁrict
Department of Christian Hducation in the most efficient bromstiané of

The offiee of ithie secrebary of scheols of the Hisseuri Synod is
locabed in Sta. Louls, Yisseuri. ¥re As G. Stellhorn, who has served as
executive secretary since 1920, has exerted much influence to coordirate
the Lutheran elementery schools into a more uniform system. The funce
tion of the cxzecutive secrebary eubraces all p?O’Gﬁlo nal activitie

through which all other boerds, superintendents, teachers, pastors sad

congregations can get informetion, agsistance, advise; and sancourage-
uent in the interest of the Iutheran elementary schools. The general
seeretary of the Lutheran schools contrets the superintendents of the

districts but he also keeps in touch with each loeal congregetional

gschools



The elensntery schools of the Lutheran church, however, do not &b
prezent have a definitely orgenized system. They operate on g very

democrabic bagis, the Amerlcen wey of life. Yetbt the basic philosophy,

and identleal objectives, end the advisory systom of synod have influ~

enced the achools to & suffieient umity in charscter to maks them a

unique system awmong privete end publie schools in our oo aﬁry.

Gualification of the Lutheran Elementary Student

To present a puresly @D;@Gt%ve study of the gquality of the ILutheran

¢lemontary student iz not possible at this biwme. There are no standards
or norms by vhich the scholarship and charactor of the Lutheran elemen-

&

.

tary pupil ecan bo aseertalned and corpared with the shbudents of the
state school systemse

However, it certainly can be essumed that the quality of the

Y i
averege student sust be on pur with ths overage pupll of the public

schoel system in the comwnity. The goal of the Lutheran elemeptary

sehocl system is te rete, not enly onr par, but to offer & system of
training which is superior to that of the public schosl systenm,

In many localities the Lutheran schools are afforded an opper=
tunity to rate the guality of their secular teaching by participating
in ecity, county, or siate-wide sccredited btests, or by entering in
academlie or flve arts contesbs in addition Lo rating reeeived in high

school classes.

.Al*ﬁougk o are aware thet isclated cases cammot be used for the
purpose of generalization, we shall quote some incidents on record
evallable which, in a umeasure, chows the quality of pupils trained in

the Lutheran elementary schools.
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Five mevbors out of a senicr class mmbering 95 im Clarinds, Igws,
high school were elected Lo the National Honor Socieby. Three of the
five had received their training in the Immamgel Lutheran school of
that oity.d

The Lutheran eleomentary school; Mormsn, Oklahoma, recelved the
highest rating smong all schools under county supervision by virtue of
the aceredited examinations. (This includes all clementary schemls
except the Norman city schools.) This is the second year the school has

4 A I > 4
had this rating. 2

ﬁa rma Beck, & Lutheran day school pupil of Hoxie, Hensas, cawe te
Topeka, Tansas, bo compete for the title as the bost eighth grade
speller in Kenses; bub went home o5 the stebte champion high sehool
speller. Through a mistake she vas él&ssified wrongly and placed in
the room vhere high school pupils from zll over the stste of Kansas
were compebing for high school honors. She won the high school title
over approzimately one-hundred cam@etitorscéﬁ
In Lineclnville, Kensas, the groduates comsbitubed 34 2/3 per cent

of the enrolment and &6 2/3 per cent of the honor roll in 1937,

Here is a record compiled by the primeipal of the Bloomington,

Illinois, high schioel Tor the first six weeks of the school term.éé
A B - ¢ D F (F-failure
107 3547 39,3 13.1 1.2 Latnﬂran freshman
542 24,5 3945 25.6 5,1 Bntire student body
41

Yews Service, *euruqry, 194Y, »e
Hews Service, Octobor, 1936, p. 9
Teows Service, February, 1938, p. 7

jevs Service, llareh, 1937, p.
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Bix out of the eight puplils on the honor roll in the Ckarche,
g Ta 3yt | N Ty e Ed x ' 3 T 4—’5
Olzlabomp, high school were graduates of the Lutheran parochiasl schools
The children's a ceppells choir of the Iutheran elementary school
of Falrmont, Uklahoma, received the superior rating in a eounty fine
arts ccntest.és
Thore are many such testimonies on record that testify to the
andard of tesching done in the Lutheran elementary schools,

the Service of the Lutheran Eleuentary School
nencered To Its Own Church

The elemenbary school system of the Elpsovrl Synod serves only a

minor portion of 1ts owm ehildren ef grade school age. According te

the Stat 1sﬁ&ca‘ Yearbook for 1839 of the BLvangelieal lutheran Synod of

isgouri, Chlo, and Other States, therc are about 225,618 children of
school age. Of this nuwber thore were 63,042 earclled in the parccnz&l
school system of the lissourl Synocds This number was obbained by
subtracting the muwber of noneLutherans in thesc schools from the total
enroluent. |

O0f the Lutheran children only 27.94 per cenb atteﬁéiﬁha private
school system of their denomination; 162,574 Lutheran ahildreﬁ or 72.08
per eenk atteﬁd the public schcols. There iv ne primery dete aveileble

waich mey serve as an explapation to tho gquestion, "Why does the

Lutheran elementary school systom not serve more of its own children?®

25
Cklahema Luwtheran, April, 1941, p. 3

el

Oklahoms Iwtheran, Loy, 1941, p.
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We may, however, assume that the primery reascn for this condition
iz that o major porition of the 72.06 per cent does not have the oppor-
tunity to attend the school system of iis om denormination, 7

¥ony congregations, beceugse of thelr comparatively small size, have

been unable to meke the saerifice of maintalming thelr own private

schoole. Obhors who have o Lutheran slemeatsry school in their midet
do nob bave their children attending, This is spparent from the Tach
that 37.1 per cent of the Lutheran congregations maintain s parechial
school while only 27.94 per cont of the children of the entire body
are in attendance..

It moy be assumed thet free tranmsportation, free texthooks, and
cther facilities offered as e service hy thé publie séhcal, which cone
not be duplicated by the ﬂutheran school in the commmity, may have the
tondency bo draw some Of the Lutheran pupils to the public schools,.

’

Hovertheless, one must conelucde thet the unique systom serves slightly

ot
Py

more than ome-fourth of the Lutheran clementary pupilse

atheran VWitness, Vol. LE, Yol 5, pe B
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HAPTER IV
SUMEARY AHD CONCLUSIOH

The Lutheran church cndeavors to waintaln private scheols, which
in addition to offering a christian train ing, also attenpts teo offer
the ﬁravglqg in seeular branches vhich is on par, if not su%erleq,ts

the public school system,

The philosopﬂ" of the Iumthersn chureh: that religious and secular
training must go hand in hand and that such training ean only sdequately
be achieved through o full time parochial school is the dominent motive
for maintaining private schools.

1, The Evangelieel lutheran Syned of liissouri, Ohio, snd Other

States is the dominant body of the Lutheran denowination whieh maine

tains an elemenbary school system.

2. The Lutheran cleo mentary schools have a more stable teaching

gtefT than thoe public schoolss
3. The average length of the school term of the Lutheran slementory

schiool eguals, if not surpasses, the average length of the public sgchool

system.

4o The enroluent of the Luthersn elemcnbtary school is on a slight

ecline while the nwsmber of school rooms is slightly con the

%)
£
ot
ez
d‘\
o
2

ﬁ}%u
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5+ The one teacher school room is dimlnishing vhile fwo to six
toacher school rooms are showing & definite gein.

G« The length of serviee of the Luthoran elemontary teacher is
gervice of the elementary public

more than twise the average lengbh of

achool teacher.
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7« The Lutheran church of the Missouri Symod operates an adequate
retirement system for teaching profession.

8. The Lutheran elementary school serves 27.2 per cent of the
Lutheran children of clementary school age.
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