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!HTiWDUC TIOlJ 

The vJriter of this thesis ondeo,vo:rs to present the present status 

of nn ol0:r;1entar;ir sohool system Tictich often e~ries on its wo1.~k and 

re:n.ders a se:rvioe t.o its country in o.n 1.m:assuming way. 

The Lutheran Church does not maintain its sc:hools in order to 

separo.to itself i'rom thfil public schools. The members of the Lutheran 

Church are arutious to see the achievement of a:n -ev0r hig;hel;' ato.nda.rd 

oi' dl)3nocratic education in our o,m country.. For it is in a dem.oo:rac::, 

like aurs vrhoro their systom of private sohoolt:: oan be maintained most 

efficiently. 

The do:rainant idea behi:nd the Lutheran school system is the in• 

grained principle that a very close and definite relation exists 

between education 0.nd religion, betwen church i.-md school. If the 

Church intends to educate: its children in spiritual :matters, it could 

do so only by undertaking e.lso their general education. The develop ... 

mcnt oi' th0 p0rso1ml eharaQter through inculos.tion of th@ Christian: 

faith and its hi0h personal virtues is the best guarantee of personal 

as well as civic righteoui:mesa, of respect for authority. of patriot­

ism. ~nd loyalty, of high regard f'or stabili 17..r of the home an<i othGl" 

social institutions. Consequently, tho Lutheran.Church is concerned 

about tho child,. the honte • the chureh. and the state. 

It is the school system that rests upon this philosophy,, vmieh 

the writer, in his 1imi ted 1,'ray, presents to establish sons phases of 

its present status. 

l 
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.~ Purpose .2£ ~. Stud,l, 

Tho purpose of' the study V>10.s to ascertain the present status of 

the Luthero.:n. elementary school system Rs revealed by the ru:mua1 reports 

requested by Synod.' s Statistician e.nd the Secretary of Schools. 1.?iher­

ever possible, trends we::ro pointed out and compariaono made with a:vail­

able statistics of the 11ublic sc.hool syst01u. 

This study >7ns guided by the i"ollovdng speei:fie purposes: 

(1) To examine tho professional status of the Lutheran elementary 

school teacher 1c including teaching experience, tenure oi' office. their 

aeadomic and professional training .• 

(2) To pres011t the philosophy of the LU:theran Church which 

prompts it to foster its own syste1n of' schools. 

(3) To ascertain the trend i11 the enroh1ent.s of the Lutheran 

elementar-,1 schools. 

(4) To detor-min.e the types of schools operated. 

(5) To obtain iind present inforna.tion on the type of personnel 

teaching in the Lutheran elomentary schools. 

(6) '.l'o discover v:hnt provisions ht-t<.l been :mad-0 :for retirement in 

the profession. 

(7) To study how well the Lutheran ele:nentary educational syst~m 

servos the children of t..lte Lutheran Church. 

(8) To give information on tb.e ad.ministration and supervision of 

the Lutheran oleme.ntury schools. 

(9) To present the qualit-i; of teaching in the Lutheran schools. 

:The l'fothod 2.£. ~ Study 

The, raethod of' the stuey v,Jas primarily statistical# being an analy­

sis, interpretation, and evaluation of existing ste.tistics, ccu:opiled by 



3 

the official statistician and seore-l;ary of schools of the p~rtieular 

de:uo:mination under consideration. 1.tn. effort was :made to use ~che most 

recent duta reported. References to pa.st status !J.nd tables over periods 

of times Y,.cre used 1r1hen it was felt that the present situation was thus 

clarified, 

A lHtier history of the Lutheran Church tJ:id the sil.'lu.1 taneous dewelop-

ment of its school syS'tem 1,vas presented in the introduetio:n. in order to 

vako the thesis intolligibh~ to thoso riho arc not e.cquai:o;ted wii;h the 

h.:lstory uncl policy of the Lu.thernn. Pc.rochiCJ.l School Syi:;tei,1,., Previous 

ctud:i.es \7ere consulted c.:nd quoted tm.ercver such finding;:; were pertinent 

to this study. 

The ·writer has alco e:o.hod.ied so:rn.o of his 0111n knowledge and axpari-

enoe gained through oon.taot 1dth tl1e systcTI under conaidcrat:ton •. 

Limitation!£.~ Studl 

In common ·with all ~tµ.dies vihich use statistics based upon question-
,,,.. ,, 

nair~~ ~rid reports from ~ndividual schools. the validity of this study 

depends upon the aoeuraoy oi' the reports. delivered to the office of the 

statistician end seerotary of schools. Disc:repencie:s in toted figures 

a:re often cl1.1e to variations in individual reportB, general :reports, and 

reports from. different sources.. At tunes the data wb.ieh applies to the 

schools in the uni tod .States hmd to be soparated fro,.11 da.t.a c.onipiled for 

the entire system in .t©sriea and foreign countrio~h 

Tho tvriter v,-as lintlted to inf'or£1&tion available and consequently 

wns not in a position to present the p:r·esent status of: the Lutheran 

elementary schools i'ron1 every nnglo. 



T'.ne Lutheran Church ~ ~ Syste~ 2.£.. Schools 

To 1r.e2ko this stuoy intelligible to those who a:re not acquainted 

1-dth the Lutheran Church in lu::aeriea. necessito.tea an analysis of -the 

various Lu-theran bodies and a brief history .of the Denomination u.nder 

consideration,. 

The history of' the Lutheran Church in 1.:nerioa is largely the story 

or r,ugr1;1.tion from the Lutheran countries; for -r·m.rs, religious persecu• 

tions. and distressing eeonomic conditions prevailing over a period of 

four centuries induoed ever-increasing numbers of people to seek reli• 

gioue liberty,, political freedq.m, cconom:lc and social opportunities in 

the Uo·r; "i'forld,. Lu·therano came to settlo in the Anrerica.n Colonies and 

States in larg0 numbers antl 'thus 60.ve th.0 Lutheran Church an earl;y 

beginning mld an important placo i.n the history of the nation .. l 

There have been Lutherans in our country from the time it ·~s 

first settled by -rkdte people. Lutherans eo.:r,ie from Den.mnrk as early 

as 1619 o.nd lived on the shore~ of' Jiudson Bay. Dutch Luth0re.ns settled. 

New Motherland in 1623. J!Ja.ny others CaJJle i':rom. Sweden, Holland, Germa..iw, 

and Austria. These were a:m.ong the first colonists to organize eongre-

gations and build churches. 

A great lea.de:r ru.110:ng the Lutherans of the 18th century- was ll. H. 

J!~uhlenberg,. 1:Ie helped organize the first;. Lutheran synod in America, 

174e. the Pennsylvania ~Jinisteriura. Other synods were organized,; and 

in 1820 m.ru:w or these united 5.n a lar.gor body, called the General Synod, 

In 1847 the Th'vangolioal tutherQ.n Synod of Eissou:ri, Ohio, and Other 

States 17as organized in Chioago. !~ 1872 this Synod united ·with s,eve;;ral 

l,,·r. lt "" = l - t·h· ""1 "" <'.' ' 1 i t n ' . ,ia er n. Bec.i:::. 1..u · eran J,\, er.1c:n1-S.!;( oct100 s . .2!:. ~he ,;,n:i. ted States, p" l 
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other orthodox Lutheran .synods of our country and for:n1ed the Evangelical 

L-1thero.n Synodical Conference of North Ar;wrica. 

Other States oan. be t:raoed to the emigration of Saxon Lutherans vihich 

took place h1 the year 1838. T'.ae reo.son ;:,,ihy these Sa:.tons sought a new 

hoJJla in Ji,.r;1erica ·was not the , desire for riches or the lQve of adventure,, 

hut their love oi' the Gospel,. and the hope of finding a country in. 

-r,hich they could establish a. church on the basis of its pure teaehings. 

Under the leadership of' Pastor Lfu.rtin Stophan o:f D:r-osclcn. a plan 

'?.'11s worked out fen• the establismwmt of a Lutheran Colony in the state 

of I<'iissouri. There 't"Jere 668 persons in the cor,rpany of.' emigrants., Host 

Germany v:ras a greo.t sacrif'ice for them.,. 

The colonists departed. fror:1 Bremm,. G-crrnany, in Hovomber, 1838, 

for the lievr World in five sailing vessels. Those Saxon Lutherans 

settled in. t:'!issouri and organized congregations in st. Louis, ri:nd in 

Ferry Count:r, one-hundred miles south of St. Louis. 5 

During the VO"'Ja.ge the children of these Saxon Lutheran L,migr:o,nts 

received daily instruction in religion f'rom their pastors o:r· te'achcrs. 

There ·were several teachers among the group. Onl? R few days af'te1 .. tho 

irnnigro.nts had arrived i!l St• Louis a regular par-oohial school 1'ro.s 

opened in tho basement of Christ Chur~h Cathedral (Episoopa.l.) in -,.h:i.ch 

church the SaJ.cons r,lso vrorshipped for e. tim.e. Tho school in St. .Louis 

1-1aa first taught by the theologiccd candidate L. Geyer• later pastor in 

2Theo. Graebner" The S'to!?[ 2.£.~ Churob !!, America~ p,. 6 

3Ib""d J. .• 
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Te~· s . Schools rare just s pr o tly o ened :hen the jority of the 

s 1 ter settled in Perry County. '.l'hcy ·,-ere r rst housed in 

rude lo buil in- • In this vicinity at 1...1.tenburg. ssouri. a log 

collego · s built and dedicated December 9 , 1939 . It is this oup of 

Luthor ana i ch fo:rned tho nucleus nna. :unpetu.s i c lead to th organi­

zation of th ,, snouri Synod.4 

TABLE I 

GTowth of the El ent ry Lutheran School Syste iR the eli-
cal Lutheran Synod of 1 ·ss-0uri, Ohio and Other States . 

' . e.. Enrolment . 
!.:;! &J 

t< ii ~ c+ 

i j ~ 

i; 0 
: 0 (D : ri' 

0 '1 CD So .... '1 ('Q : I-' 
m Cl "1 

: 
: 

1847 14 238 247 764 
1848 48 709 407 1.424 
1849 30 750 392 1, 255 
1850 52 1, 147 441 1. 134 
1851 59 1,553 343 1, 960 
1852 66 1, 924 667 2,581 
1855 71 1,667 789 2, 875 
1854 65 2, 098 1,071 3,. 068 
1855 124 2,467 847 3, 708 
1856 109 2, 319 1 , 350 4, 646 
1867 114 3,106 1, 831 5, 561 
1858 131 3, 9 1, 954 , 566 
1859 129 3, 356 1, 668 6, 783 
1860 163 4, 928 2, 636 9, 728 
1861 178 5, 162 2, 305 10,223 
1862 179 6, 6 8 2, 669 11,053 
1865 ------
1864 220 . 566 3, 713 13,.854 
1865 243 9. 427 4. 859 16, 8815 

4A.C . Stellhorn, A Century 2£ Luther an. Sc ools ,!!: er i oa. 

5st tiGt_e l Year- Book of the elical Lutheran. Synod or I ssouri , 
Ohio. d Other States for the ye 1937. 
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ADLE I ( cont 'd) 

0 Enrolr.ient l'eaohers 
HJ (fl "'d 
~ ct- H 1'.11 :;: ~, i '1 t--3 1:1 f: 1 

1--) 

§ g. CJl (T i ct- f4 p.. g ij ~ s:i ID ..... g. 
'1 C) I-' 

~ 
() l .... '1 '1 QI p. 

18 6 315 1 , 065 s.s 5 20. 7 5 
1867 344 10. 755 . 696 22; 653 
1868 363 ll . G49 4 , ..,6 23, 6 7 
1869 5 11. 133 3. 73 22, 3"4 
1870 424 12, 978 4, 95 2 , 902 
1871 408 12, 629 4 , 091 26, 465 
1872 472 15, 34.4 4 , ?46 30, .;.,20 263 
1873 622 20, 602 5, 957 39, 474 297 
167 638 20, 869 5, 6 9 39, 2 4 299 
1875 635 21, 546 6, 5S5 39, 005 323 
167G 8 21 , 448 5, 39 3 , 93 336 
1877 642 16, 728 4, 251 37, 818 
1878 773 23 , l 0 4 , 900 4~. c·;4 
1879 780 25 , 714 6, 43:S 45 , 412 
1880 604 21, 28 , 683 44, 
1881 873 23, 764 6, 446 61, 2 
1882 924 26, 099 5, 621 53 , 330 
1883 995 25, 996 6, 174 57, 3 
1884 8 1 2 , 772 673 13 
1885 937 64, 623 695 23 
1886 1, 010 68, 546 609 43 
1887 1,090 71 , 5 620 43 
1888 1, 106 72 , 825 17 79 
1889 1 , 163 74, 006 637 97 
1890 1, 22 78, 061 2 579 105 
1891 1,360 80,712 672 626 113 
1092 1 , 328 83, 514 701 695 112 
1893 1,391 88, 345 719 764 156 
1894 1,425 , 679 726 785 138 
1895 1 , 4 9 86, 461 762 801 128 
1896 1, 527 87 . 908 756 830 128 
1897 1 , 603 89. 202 781 894 115 
1898 1 . 671 09 , 775 794 943 109 
1899 1 ,. 725 91 , 301 815 959 109 
1900 1~7 7 92, 042 832 982 117 
1901 1 , 844 94, 121 839 1. 004 127 
1902 1, 83 05,967 3 1~02 128 
1903 1 , 888 9 , 193 857 1, 0 1 176 
1 04 1, 9 1 .J6, 8 8 874 l , 08 187 
1905 1 , 983 96, 723 ,904 1. os:s 194 
1- i , Ol· 96, 9 933 1 , 085 215 
1907 2, 089 96 , 913 966 1,088 218 
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TAJJLE I (cont'd) 

: ·• . 
.. # Tea.ohere ·• fl 

~ 
t:~ . f Cl 

t .. .. 
It tag 

: 0 . ~ t :: ~ l:u p 

i' 
.. t'l :ii, t-t· 

'1 :: (1l ·• : c+ ti) p .. f;' .. f,J• 
~ . 

~ d- -~ .. . !:t!· r:::~ 
; ~ l .... . ij . -~· ; ~~ .... .. (l) 

" i .. 0 .. ~ ' 
C,) # (I) (tJ • •· -~ . m 

: : t l 
=·· 

; .. 
l90B 2,108 96,035 984 1,107 2.29 
1909 2,108 95,024 l,009 1,109 222 
1910 2.1so 93,.890 1,026 -1,116 218 
1911 2,;201 S4,.065 1.,045 1,155 258 
1912 2:;216. 94,167 1,069 1,166 252 
1913 2,250 sa.2B7 l,097 1,192 2']',! 
1014 
1915 
1916 2.-31S 96,.737 1,121 1,.226 30$ 
1917 3,306 95,,708 l,156 1,173 S2~ 
1918 l,B4G 84,832 l,050 973 320 
l.919 1~317 71,.361 1.,075 452 262 
1920 1,:no 73,063 1,.05$ 489 219 133 
1921 1,277 73,.,190 1,062 4'73 320 103 
1022. 1.345 '"1$,317 1,138 460 343 77 
1923 1,376 '18,610 1 .• 166 480 380 79 
1924 1:,356 79:,,326 1~208 462 406 93 
1926 1, 38{'3 80.,17Z 1,262 401 44'1 97 
192$ li390 81,082. 1~270 383 613 86 
1927 ' 1~370 81,,457 111 sos 368' 49-41: 100 
1928 1~362 51,;049 l:,344 359 483 . 111 
1920 1:,371 Bl.,038 1;390 3~6 490 ll4 
1930 1.530 79,966 1,SSS 326, 4,92 134 
1931 1,.35$ 80.,263 1,416 345 4.69 128 
1932 1_.377 79,204 1.562 349 392 180 
1935 J.,347 78_...598 1,289 341 348 250 
1934 l,JS61 78,,681 l:;289 341 330 285 
1935 1,sa.a 77,667 l,.297 319 32'7 274 
1936 1i380 - 76,811 1 285 329 349 282 

' Ill• -···:! 1 I W ; .. 

Ii'oundi!!§j .2£. ~ Uissouri _G~od 

To tho Luthere.ner, a German Luthera11. church paper, belm:1gs tl'l.e 

crcdi·t and glory of' ho.vin.g payed the vray i'or organization or the L~issour.L 

Lutheran church, st.. Louis, 1/lissouri, on Septemhe:r 7, HM:4 in conjunction 



0vrlth sovort:i.1 po.stors in Eissouri am2 Illinois .. 6 

Fro::r, the very beginnin.2; the Lntheraner spob:; vc:rv:t plo.iD-ly o~ Chris-

tian <loetrine. :!.'h0 purpo:::;e of the po.per vm.s to :rally the Lutherans i11 

Amoricu around. the bannor of sound Luth-eranism. 7 

Aftor a prolhtlna:ry necting in Cleveland (1B45) und a eon.ferenoe 

( 1846-) in Ft. Tiiaync, the. Hisnouri Synod 1~-a;:; organized in Chicago in 

184'7. On .t~p:1:'il 261 1647, the oonstitu.t:1on v.ras 0.d.opted es.no. signed, and 

the Eva.ngel:i.oo.l Lutheran Synod of 1'iTi$souri, Ohio e.nd Other States was 

ready to ber;in its blcnsetl ·i1m:rk under the leadership of r:alther, t.iho-

,mr,i chosen :lts first presi<lent. 

Table ! !,\:ives a clear statistical picture of the: e;rcnith of' the 

h:rbhere.n Eleaontary school system h1 ·the Ld .. ssouri Synod m..sntioned above 

f'rom the year of itr: orgcudzn.tioa to 1936.. It is e.pparent that tho 

mEib0i' of schools grew from 14 in. 1817 to the hig;b,. mark of 2~313 in 

1::ns. The nmTlber of n~hools oxp0ricnoed n, definlt0 decline- in 1919 

,:.110:n the nn:mbor of schools within ono year dropped from 1,846 to 1,31?. 

can be ten11ed tH; a doe line" 

The enrol1;1ent presonts a si:.xm.ltm1eous inoreo.sc fron G85 in 1817 to 

this is oelf'•e;;:plano.toey.. Schools were forc.$ct to discmrcinue after the 

enrol1nei1t deolined. T.lie drop in enrolment ,v-.:;i.r, not m.s d-efinite a.s the 

number 0£ schools lost. Enrolment decros.aed from 96,. '73'7 in 1916 to 

71,561 in 1919. This seems to indicate that a ls.r.ge 1iumber of Sll'tall 
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schools were closed in 1919. From 191.9 to the present there SeelilS to 

bo n. trend in .ovi.d.enoe. The enrolment $howed a slizht.- but a gradual 

i:noreaoe which reaehed . its zenith in 1927 •. From this time the enrol-

Il'.e:nt of: the Lntheran elenentaey sohools shcr.:ed a constant 3P..all deerease. 

The population trend in our country doel:l l1Qt explain this situation •. 

The populati~n peak for eloma:ntury pupil:s was ;roaQJ1.ed in 1935 in our 

. ,.......t,.. 8 .cou.ui,>ry •. 

is net a na.turr~l one. It came eight years before tho normal . t:b:ne •. 

St2.tistica on religious d&nonins.tions reveal that th~re were abnost 

five million Lutherans in America in 1939. Those· belong to many'· dif:_ 

f erent S"'JnOds; but most or these synod& are mov, ma.:ub.ers. oi' one cf the 

three raajor bodies., (a) the United Lutheran Church» (b) tho Synodical 

Conference,. {Q) the k\1erioau. Ltitheran Conferenoe. 'l'he United Lutheran 

reported a t.ota.1 :faenib-ership. of l_,6441;325 .• the Synodical Con.f,rence a 

t-0tal me:mbo~ship of l.574*1987 the American Lutheran Conference a total 

m.ev.bership of 1~506,,,820. 9 Aceording to. thi.o ·r·eport the Synodieal Confer-· 

e:neo ranks seoond in size in the major Lutheran bodies in 1\merica .. 

Tho Synod.ica.l Conference is o.cmposed or the 11:lssoill"i Sfnod:, the 

ohurch,. and tho Slovak Synod. AmGJ:ng the synods oonsti tu.ting ths Synodi• 

cal Conterenoe., the Hissouri Synod is by fs.r the rillljor bocly.- 1:w.ving a. 

total mer:i.be1Tship of 1,,2T/ .091.10 It :ts the olementary .s:ehool systerm ot 

the 1rrissouri Synod ,inich is placed in the scope of· this study-. · It 

should bo further noted that it is tho Eissouri synod -r-;hic-h has developed 

the largest systen of parochial schools among the Lutheran denominations. 

0uut·1on<>l Educat-'i onal . .As.sooiat.ion Research Bulletin& Vol.- 'tr'lI 1•'0 1 .,,.. 34 •= - • - ~-H•-,, . .t-"·•·. 
9 . . . Lutneran Annual 1941. p. 44 
lOThid 
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"The dominant Luthoran elementnry chool syste of the present 
day is that of the fissouri Synod. No other synodical body thin 
the Lutheran ohuroh has carried on the d elopmcnt of Gchoola raoro 
zealously and vigorously; its schools bee ea passion from the day 
tho :}axon forefo.thers establiahod themselves in ·ssouri , Ohio. 
Illinois, • chigan, in 1838 and 1839, and art1oul ly after the 
or anization of tho Synod in 1847 initinted offici~l direction of 
th s ork. The ·as i Synod enrly in the pa~t century assume 
tho leadership in thi educational endeavo and carried on a consis­
tent and per~istent progrrun. or pro otion and develop ent , so thnt at 
th_s t e (1938) :hon it is privileged to ob ervo the oe tenni~l of 
the o · r ation of the ~axon f thera , its cong eg tions ar otill 

inta.:.ni ,.. tot 1 or 1, 354 schools · th nn enrol!: t of 75 , 721 
pup_ls, taught by 1307 installed le p oohial teachers . in addi­
tion to 347 roman engaged e.s teachers . Considering tho parochial 
so ool an agenoy for ideal ChriGti training. a bul rk for church, 
home, and state, n necessity to preserve true con£essionali e.n.d 
orth.o or., ns ell as to onize profession and ? raotice, the 

ssouri Syno4 ma e its schools a matter of conscience nth laity 
and clergy alike and thus succeeded in developing and preaorvi 11 
aga · st great odds a system unique in .American educat on 1 history. 

TABLE II 

State Distribution of Schools 
ithin the Synodical Conferenoo for 193712 

States Totals Synods 

is . Col . • Slovak 

Al bar.a 32 l 31 
Ariza 4 4 

k sas 8 B 
C lifornia 23 23 
Colorado 12 12 
Connecticut 5 4 1 
Flor da 2 1 
Idaho 2 2 
Illinois 213 212 l 
Indiana 75 75 
Io 68 63 5 
Kans a 68 58 

entuoky 4 4 
Loui iana 12 6 6 
• ryland 1 1 

chi an 112 98 14 

11.:althor H. Beck ~ Luther an El enta:ry: Schools~~ United St ates , 
P• 101 

12 
ta for ~ssouri Synod compiled by A. C. Stellhorn, Secretary of 

Schools . lews Bulletin, June, 1938, p . 9 . other data by al.thar Beck. 
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TABLE II (oont'd) 

States Totals Synods and kissions 

Col. Slovak 

. nne::;ota 
ssissippi 
ssouri 

Nebraska 
N Jersey 
N :xioo 

fJV1 Yor 
North Carolina 
orth Do.kota 

Ohio 
Oklnho 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 
Texas 
Utah 
Virginia 
'nshington 
isoonsin 

• oming 

Totals 

119 90 
l 

123 121 
118 111 

2 1 
2 2 

13 13 
·4 
2 2 

43 40 
16 lG 

8 8 
4 4 
1 

10 8 
2 2 

62 2 
l 1 
3 2 
8 7 

208 104 
3 3 

1. 384 1. 166 

24 

7 

2 

2 

102 

155 

l 
1 

4 

1 

1 

47 

1 
2 

12 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Table II shows ho the nu?:lber of schools n the ' s ouri Synod 

oomparos .~th the number of schools in other synods ,1hich are members 

of tho Syno ical Conference . Eighty-four per cent of the schools in 

Synodical Conference ar intained by t he r ssouri Synod. This table 

presents tho add.itionnl info tion ho tho schools e.re distributed 

ong the stat-es of oul" country. The states of Illinois o.nd 1-lissouri 

rank highest s stronghold for the Lutheran elementary school system. 

Philosophy ~ ~ Lutheran Elementary School System 

The Lutheran church throughout the period of its history in the 

United States has c noerned itself with elementary education thrqugh 

the agency of congregational . or paroohial se.hools . The primary 
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objectives of Luther parochial schools has at all times and in all 

synods been the inculcation Christian doctrines and pr inciples of 

lifo and their coordination '\'dth the entire curriculum of the school. 

It is the lon0 established conviction of the Lutheran church that educa-

tion and religion must go ho.nd in hand. tat a nation cannot make the 

rif;}1t :ind of citizens by e. secular e uoation and bring'ng in religion 

o..:f'te mr • ~ st Lutheran bodies have held that this can 'be aohioved 

only by means of the full- time parochial school. and they accordiligly 

at some time in thoir history foste~ed schools nd pro · ted the ve-

ment . Those synods .ich havo discontinued the schools still adhere to 

the principle, however , by maintaining part-time eek- day, Saturday, or 

cation religious schools.13 

Tho language probloms of the Lutheran church rere important factors 

in the early development of the sohool systems , since the memb ership 

of the various bodies inoluded immitrant peoples who spoke princip lly 

German, Yo egian, Swedish~ Danish, Finnish, and Slovak. The conduot 

of the affairs nnd the public services of these bodies in their respec-

tive other tongues virtually OOLJPelled the mnintenanoe of a school 

system in which emphasis could be plnoed upon instruction in these lan-

guages, in accordance with the privileges guaranteed tho by the Feder l 

Constitution. Such language £unctions , hoTTever, have al ys been of a 

secondary character an<l at present are practically non-ex stent, since 

the majority of the existing Lutheran schools do 1·ttle, if any. v:ork 

in eithor of theso tongues . Tho Christian day- school , as ·the Lutheran 

school 0£ today has oomo to be known, ell oxpresses the fundamental 

character 

preserve .14 

oh both in the past and in the present it endeavors to 

1 . lther H. Beck, Lutheran Elementary School System, p. 408 
14 

Ibid 
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The Missouri Synod has lald. muoh stress on a Cru~iatia11 education 

ff>r all j,ts children. Christian parentG have the :responsibility of' 

bringing; up their children n111 the nurture e.nd adm()nltion oi' the Lord,. u 

T"ne ehuroh must holp tho po..renta to giye the youth the no11e thin! 

needful.,.lf Tho best pluce for children to receive instrueti,m end train-

inr; is a sehool ta1..1r,;ht by Ch:rist:hm teo.oh.ers, ·where all hr:a:n:ohes of 

knowledge are taughi; i.11 the light of God's Vford and where children learn 

to love and fear God,. The state cannot g.ivo suqh sohools. For this 

reason., Christian day-schools ( ele:mentaey paro'.ehial schools) ,rere estab• 

lished by the f'irst oong:tegations of the Synod. nnd provisions were :made 

to train teachers ·with a Christion philosophy ot life-. T.lle: organho.tion 

of the Missouri Synod hud n.s orie oi' its major objectives the f'urtheranee 

·of Christian pa.roohial schools and of a thorough instruction f'or 

conf'irmation.,15 

The philosoph:i- tmderl~rh1g the parochiel :schools takes the Scrip• 

tural vievr of things; it begins vd. th man ao a sinner; it shcrws hi:m his 

Sc.v:lor; it leads ehildren to Goel as ·their Cree.tor and Lord to rm.om 

honor f:.nd cbodioneo is duo; it :i,n.sists on eternc,l v~lues and on fui:ed 

moral valuei:i lo.id dO,'.ill by God Himself; it shows man why he la in the 

'G'Orld ... -to serve God P,nd 1ru1n; it points children to the eternal IllllJ;lsi.ons 

above instead of :f"lxing their eyes and hearts on the material; it shows 

mm1 as the dv:o111ng plao,c of God•s Holy Spirit; it n'!Ab3s for order and 

deoen.cy in the i.vorld on the basis of' divine authority.16 

15constitution of the Evan.13elical Lutheran Synod of :Missouri, Ohio, and 
Other States, p •. 3 

16HewB Service, SepteJ>'l,.,her ,. 1940,, p. 3 
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The true L1.rth@ras-:i. Chris'l:;ian i1~ obedi0.nt and loyi?.l to his govern-

ment, because ITis God deme:c1.ds of him such servioe. Re lives to serve 

ran.:o.1::5..nd iu ecppr0oiat;ion to his God v,ho has :reJ.ee:med him. Christian 

training of the children is a matter of conscience vrith Lutheran parents. 

The Ln-t;herm:1 Ghurch and its rn.e,'Iibers r0£dize that it is difficuH; to 

'E2cuK0 a ehiltl bol:i.o-vo ths:t he must seek f'irs·l:: the kingdom of God g:nd His 

righteousness when 'che Word of God is pushed into the once-a-week back-

g:round, v,tdle -the vrisdo:m of tho world is atlva.nood,. sought and drilled 

0very 0.a--.1. This philosophy, howeYer, tloes n<rt exclude -the require;;1onts 

of' tJ1e s-tato, the schools, a.nd society. The seven cardinal aims of 

oducr~tion B.re def'initely in harmony with the philosophy or the Lutheran 

school Lmd co.n be attaino-d. efficiently from· a Christian's point of view. 

Consequently, many Lutheran Christians bring; a great saerifice in order 

that their children may receive a thorough relir;ious training; in ad.di• 

t:1.on to tho entire curriculmn requirecl by the s·ca:'.:;e and co?Jmtmity • 

. I 
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The Lutheran church is continuinr: its long-establishad policy of 

keeriing; its schools ohief'ly in tho hands oi' male teachers. i.'.'llo are not 

or.J.y well trained f'or their work but \,ho also make this their lii'e 

profession. The statua of the 'l'.f0!;1&1 teacher re:mains therefore a 

secondary one. This section v.ri th the help of Table III and Table IV 

o.tter.:,pts to present .an objective ~..nalysis of the teaching .force of' the 

Lutheran Schools in order to discover the p:resent ste.tus of' the teaching 

personnel. 

TlillLE III 

'.l.'eaching Personnel _of the Lutheran Element&r..f School.s11 

Teachers . H . . 1:3 ~ I.:-~ ! µ1 ~ 
. 

b:J C!l '"d 0 : & . <"1° : re '1 ,~ ; 0 . ~ o· ;,, ~ 

Districts p l'u ., - 11 l:l .: ._. : 11 a- : . a I • : • . 
:; ..... (!) 0 Q f,l er, w 

Ill .~ : ~ ~ I':! ct- (T 

l 
p, m p, I:! ~ 

; l p., : ... : p, -; p. .. .. • ... : 

Atlantic 16 13 =- -
Cc.lH'ornia and Nevatla 10 3 5 
Central 191 20 5 17 1 1 2 
Central Illinois 40 lG '.1 CJ 1 1 3 r-:_;; ,:, 

Colorado 12 6 1 4 1 1 
Eastern 14 4 2 
E:ne_;Hsh 8 3 l l 
Io~;:ra '1~8..-Gt 23 11 3 5 - l 4 
Iov;a liies·t 19 11 5 7 ... 2 l 
1Ct1.nsus oS H, 1~ s..; 8 1 l 5 
'!\f·4 l • 
.1, .. 1c~ugan 145 15 12 8 2 2 4 
})innesota 73 27 7 lS 4 ... 3 
Horth Dakota t:U:ld Eontana 1 
Uorthcrn Illino:l.c 239 l1,.7 16 7 :5 2 1 
Northern lfobre.skn 32 12 3 3 s 2 1 

17 Ste.tistice.1 Yee,r-Book of the E'v1mgelice.l Lutheran Synod of r!Iissouri~ 
Ohio~ and. Other States f'or the Year 1939,, p. 178 · 



Districts 

Horth ·*Jisconsin 
Oklahoraa 
Oregon and l.'iashington 
South Dakote. 
Southeastern. 
Southern 
Southern California 
Sou~hern Illinois 
Southern Kebraska 
South. Wisconsin 
T-e:xe.s 
Western 

Totals 

TltBLJJ; HI ( cont *d) 

~ H . 
g 51 0 
& j ct 
f!. : : 0 

f:j 

' 
"1 

I-' (I) 
{t) : ~ 

St .. ,. 

25 14 4 
0 2 5 

15 2 5 
2 1 2 
2 2 ... 
8 7 3 

19 4 2 
so 10 25 
50 7 10 

111 48 1 
48 \} 23 

ll.01 SG ~1 
12~/G 340 212 
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Teachers 
"'"'' ~ 

: 1'19, :..!I.' .• ._, .. 
~ µ~ 

; ij : 0 
l:$ 

..,. 
~ • • • . .. 

n 0 tD c:i . ~ 
j;l 

( 
cl" t . g. ~ 

{:J.. : .. p... . ~ • • . • . • ·n 

10 1 l 3 
1 l 

1 l l 
2 1 
1 l 
2 ... 
,,, 

l .., 
8 s 1 

10 3 a 4 
8 2 3 
2 7 1 6 

13 3 ll 
13-5 39 22 54 

Table III is a ta.bulatiox:, of' t..he teaching ps~son:nel as reported by 

the various districts. The seven olassifieatfons noted 0.ra:: installod 

teachers, ,rromen teachers, pastors. normal candidates~ :w.iniat.erial candi-

dates, normal students. ~"l.d :minizte:rial students. 

'.!:he data l'eV'eal& a tote.1 •beaching force of 2078, in all districts 

of the United Ste;tes in 1939., Of this number 1738. or 83.7 per cent" 

we:ce.male teachors. Regular o:r ins.tulled teachers numbered 12?6., or 

61 •. 8 per cent. o:E thE? entil:'e teaching personnel; 340.,. o.r 169 3 po1• cent" 

of the clascroom tes.ch,:,rs Y,ere v;omen; 212~ or 10.2 per cent, were 

t\tos ·teaching who h~ld n.ot receiYed a. oo.ll into the m.:h:i.is-t~ey by a 
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schools ·who had not completed the required training tor a pe:rmnent c·ali; 

54, OJ:"" 2.1 per qent. Tlel'e. ~dergadua'te ministerial students teaching-. 

Further analysb and h1:te,r--pretation or the data under Qonsidera.tion 

points to a very high percentage 0£ ~le ·t.eaohers. Male teachers oonsti­

. tute: BS! 1 .per cent of tha teaching forQe,. whereas 79 per cont of the 

· public el.ern.sntary i:md second.ary tea.ohers o·f today are women., 16 This 

would definitely point to a greater stability in t-he teaching personnel 

o:f' the Luthe:ran elementary .school inst:ouetor as compar-ed with the. teach-

1ng force cf' the public ;ohool syst.-en.. The large per-oentage of ins.le 

tea.eherB -r-:.'Quld :itlso point to th.-e co1nmendable fact that the pupil 1vo.u.ld 

:reoeive a l!lO~ proportionate shar& of its training from men. Since 

mueh of the pTe-sohool training -of .a c:hild is pel'.form.ed by the :m.otl"MW . ..­

the influence of ,a. male t-.eher, can balanee the training of the ohUd,., 

Since su olas.1iii'io.o.ti;~s 0£ the male teacher o.re designated in 

the Zable III, an analysis is in <1rder.. Installed teachers ai~e . male 

instruotQTs who are called permanently by the iJ,r.o-til:lg bedT" 0£ the 

individual con.greg~:tions and indttoted into office.. The insta.lled tea<Aher, 

however.,. is free. with the approvnl of hi:s eongregation, to accept other 

o&lls. Faithful p-$rfi::mnauoe <>!' duty., proper ability; and exenrplary 

_life.- however, eonditions ·the pet'mnen~y of the installed tesi.eherjt19 

The ·mini.nttm ·trnining of an installed teacher at · pre,sent is "chree 

yea.n with more training offered ruid urged~ Xhe te..'1.m·e' of of;tiqe is 

usually lifelong. 

18:rifl .. tio:n.nl Bc'h .. icatio:nal f..s.soci2,tiol:. 1losearch Bulletin .for :tTutrch. 1940, 
P• 55 

Lutheran !_l0menta:7: l::loh .. ools ~- United States •. 1?• 411 
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Illinois., provide opportunity i'or post-gri\dnate study in sw,:rmer sessions. 

Bo-th norm.al schools are recognized by their O\c.:Ti stf:'{.t;e d0part1r.ent anti 

th.sir ovm state university. '.l.'hey hn:ve the smue '.!"ating ias ·l:;he Oklahoma 

Normal st-udonts are undergradu11te teachers who have been called .into 

temporeu-y service bees.use t.he supply or graduates have 'been exhausted 

for the te:rn110 This group, although .low in peTcontage. is an index that 

the supply of ,tr;;iduates at precont is not keeping pace v:ith t:he dem.o.nds. 

It n.lso points to sOLle opportunity for internship or inseMt:l.ce training 

Ministerial students are ,.mdergradt.uite candidatos for the office 

of the ministry., Thi(') work assumed by the ministerial S'tudent is sir,ci. .... 

lar to the work of a :ministerial candidate. Gougregi:d;ions may employ 

:ministerial students,.. beo9~use graduates a.re not available~ or a congre-

gation may prefer a ministerial student sinoe it entertains no hope o.f 

giving: to a candidate $. p$nnane.nt call. 

Wonen teaehers in the Lutheran elementary sehool system rt:icei-ro 

no call as suoh .. but they nre usually assured a permanellct position 

upon evidence of proper personal qualifications e.nd training and upon 

conditi,on. of good behavior and satisi'a.etory wo-rk. Only o:ne ... third of 

the \'ror1011 teachers have roeeived their training at Lutheran institution~. 

17onon trainod at other institutions, as a rule. do not t,eaoh religious 

subjects., .since th~y ha-vo not been t;rad.ned for this purpose. 

l'h.o table also reveals 'hh.e nwnber. cyf pastors teaching.. Pei.s.tors 

a.re trained for their ministerial oi'fi.oe e:b two se:trdna:-ios .r,f the 
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Ni.s.souri Synod.. The seminary at st. ,Louis~ Missouri requirtis six yao.rs 

of college training,, ,mtle fottr years of collage is the level of train­

ing at the seminary in Springfield,. IllinoLa. From the table it is 

n-0t apparent the nmriber of. pastors ~sh.o are g.rad.uat:os of st. Louis or 

Springfield. Neither can it be assumed that the average level of 

trD.ining is on: par v.'ith the requirt3ments ot ministerial .graduates at 

the present time,, since the level or college training of' both institu ... 

tions has been. r~is.ed during the past decade. Nevertheless-,, it remains 

true that the e-u:l tu:ral and ae$.demic training of pastors in. the Lutheran 

Church (Missouri Synod) rates unusually high. This situation coupled 

with the fact that the graduates at the ministerial $ern.inaries also 

receive a pedagogical training insures at least to sor!l.e degree able 

and qualif'ied teaching personnel among the pastors teaching althou~h 

tho oe-rtification is of'ten n.ot in line 1if5.th the- state reguil-ements. 

The i'ourth eolurnn in Table III is des:i.gna.ted a.a Uormal Candidates. 

These are male ·beo.ohe:rs 'Wh.e have completed. their required. training 

at ono of ·ch$ Lutheri.m !formal Schools, but due to no demand for a 

ret,•ti.lar oalled and installed teacher these graduates ,vere a.,s:signed to 

congregations which ·wi$hed to eru£)loy their teacher t-enrporarily •. This 

condition, however, has arisen only during; the past decade, viuen tl1~ 

supply of cro1.d.ide.tos exceeded the demands. It should also be not~d 

t;hat these constitute the group v,hich hlll.s received the latest training 

in progres~ive education and has attained tho highest level of p:reparat.ion 

n.s a group. It is also trt,e that congregations have e:mplQYed graduates 

temporarily in order to prove their ability., ei'ficie..11;ey, and raith..f'uln.ess 

b.ef'ore e:id;euding to them a permanent call. 
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isterial candidates are graduates of one of the ministerial 

a naries o have not r oeiv d a call into the office of the ministry 

by a congr gation. There y be two p oses fore loy1ng a mini~terial 

graduate. So e oon ·regation~ y prefer to give assistance to their 

regular pastor be engaging a nisteri 1 graduate. other co regatione 

y not ave been in a position to obtain a adua.t from one of the 

no 1 institutions . In either c se the ministerial graduate reeeiv, s 

an opportunity for ministerial work in addition to the teaching load. 

ormal students ar undergr~duate teachors 'Who have been called 

into t oraI;{ service. because the supply of graduates have b en 

exh ust d for the te This group . although lo in percent g • is 

an index that the supply of graduates at present is not ke ping pace 

th the demands . It also points to sOllle opportunity for internship 

or inservice training be~ore graduating. 

Jlinisterial students re undergraduate candidates for the office 

of the · stI;f. The 1ork assur;ied by the ministerial student is ai lar 

to the ork of a ministerial can ·date. Congre-gations y loy 

ministerial students because graduates are not available or a congre­

gation y prefer a ministerial student since it entertains no hope 

or gi · to candidate a permanent call . 

In 1939 a total or 2. 253 ware reported engaged 1n the toach'n0 

profs ion of the Lutheran Parochial Sehools . 21 or this number 1. 365 

or 60. 6 percent re installed l teachers fro 1920 to 1939 s reached 

21 
Table IV. 



that the nur:iber of schools or school roo:rm:: aro on i;he decline. 

The econonri.c :;;1'\,;uation in our country .seeruS to ha:ve played its 

that congregations 1',iuited un:l;il economic prooperity wus saf el,y on tho 

crease in the n,u:abor of :lns-l:;ullod teachers doen not point: to a rise i:n 

A si&11ifioe.nt t:tend is apparen:l:. in the nur.iber of women ·l;;$achc:rs. 

111 1920. 14 pe:rccnt of the teaching f'oroe 1;,-as eonrpriaed of' :fe111als 

teachers. A gradual increase 1ral'J in ev~dence up to 1926. During this 

22 percent of the tcrtr1.l teaching forco. It rr&,y be assumed that the 

iucr~ase in l~vol of' prepa.ration r:i.ay have concli tioned a declin(3.-

'ces.che:rs fl"mn the sys"ben of' tho Lutheran olomontary sohools. A hir;he:r-

whi.eh po.id a. be1/cer salBr,,:t. 

I·c e.ppears from further analysis of' the teaching personnel ·cl:rn:t 

1:;he nurober of past.ors ·teachin~ is on £ii steady decline sinco 1920.. In 

1939 th.ere vrere 260 pc,stors t6achi.ng or ll percent of 'tho entire 

porsorui.e1. 1\vo factors rrlf!l.y be responsible f'or this cht,uge, the lack 

of' proper certification r..nd the recognized load of rnini16terial dutios. 

Although the proi'essione.l training of pastar.s in the de11o!ni:t10.tion 



'Ul'Jt.:1er ·considora:bion is two yeo;rs higher than roquirod for 11:i:theran 

some pedag;ozic~l t:raining insures. to s01:1.s degroe.,,. Et.rt able and qualified 

porsoun,:"Jl a.,no1i{J the pas·cors ·cee>,.ehin; :aJ.thouc{h the Mrtifieo:eion. is .. often 

l 

Year ; 

t 
l 

l920 
1921 
1922 
19.23 
192•1 
19.2'5 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
l9SO 
1931 
1932 
1933 
193* 
19.35 
1936 
1937 
l9S8 
1939 

Xa.ble 1J!. · Teaching; Personnel of tho Luther~ 
Elementar'!J Sohools22 · 

t t 

Ins·callod ; Wo:men ; Pastors Students : Oandid8.tes Teachers f X:eacl1ers :t : =· 
I • I . . . 

1,053 279 (14;;) 489* ,l'.\5 ... 
1,,.06.2 320 (lG'fn 473 103 -· l,.138 343 (l7Jl 460 77 .,.... 

1..1ee 380 (l~{ 480 79 ..... 
l,.208 40~ (ls1i) 46.2 9S ... ;> 

l.,273 401 (le:~i) 44.7 97 .... 
,' ~ '' 

l,fr/0 Sl3*(22.t) 362 85 ... ' /Q, 

1:,.30$:i 494. <20;n 368 100 .. 
1is1.4 .4.BZ (207~) 359 ll.'l .... 
lj:390 490 (21;:~) 355 114 , ... 
1.393 482 (Zo;t) 32.6 134 .. 
1,416* 469 (lDJ:,) 345 128 .. 
l,362 392 (1:1,:;) 349 .128 52 
l.,,S42 348 (14~0) 311 77 l7S 
l,J$46 530 (14%) 54l. 63 .222* 
l;S50 S27 (14t;) :us 58 21$ 
1.ssa 549 {1r:,'.,f) 329 68 2.14 . i.>/s . 

l,3:GO 54Y {14%) 311 .156* 196 
li301 563 (113ft) 285 100 188 
1.365 3$5 <1s:-n 2()8 r7a 177 

f; 

t Total 
t. 
:J 

l.954 
1,,,958 
2,01a 
2,l05 
2,.168 
2"217 
2,250 
2~27l 
~~303 
2#329· 
2,,335: 
2.358* 
2i2Si 
2.2s1 
2,-302 
,-:;- 270 "'• ' ' 

2.,29S 
2j,3l:f2 
2,29$ 
2~25:3 

22Da:l:;a co:rapiled b:( .it. c. Stellhorn., S.ec:rett'l;l"";{ of Schools. 1Tews Se;"ti'ice 
Junc.:1, 1940, P• 5. 

*The peak nw,iber in o~.ch colwnn. 
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'.Penuro o:f Oi'f'iee 

a transient ealluJg. . Th.e r<0&:tlar installed l!l3.le toacher is not appointed 

on a yearly basis. Re reeeives a. call frcm1 a oong,Tegatio-n •. Such e&lls 

call to m1ot.lie:r congregation. The .student \1ho is preparing for the 

teaching :profession in the: Lutheran elenientary school!:l is aVi,-are 0£ the 

fact that. h.e is preps.ring i'or life's work 'to serve his church. The 

the pupils in 11-is ea.re in addition to the see:cdat" studies :required by 

the state courses of' iitu-dy. This philosophy of life has certainly 

played a ms.jol:'° roll in. insuring o. long tenure of offioe and stah:i.lity 

for the teaching prof'ession. The average length of the Lutheran elemen-

tary school teacher is mueh longer than tltat or the publi¢ sel1.col teacher 

of the elementary grades. 

"Th-a tenure of offie-e among w.i.le teachers in Lutheran 
sohools is oon.sequently- long. The majority or men rew.a:i.n in 
office as long as they are peysically able· to teach. Th& 
annual ht:rm,ver of male teachers in the Missouri Synod schools 
wa.s about l/50 in 1933,, a.s O-OlUPared with 1/8 iu the public 
sohoolti,, owing chiefly to deaths and O·ld-age retirmn.ents.. An 
of.fic.ial oo:mpila.tion of the age 0£ teachers and their service in 
the same system, :made in 19311 reveals· that the period of' service 
of retiring teaehers. avera,ged 3.5 years. whereas their average 
age at retirement or death 'WllS about 62 years. lt is ~ppar:ent 
that such long tenure "t'.'i thin an elementar,y school makes for 
experionc& ru:id ability and enables those schools t~ do thorough 
y,rork. "23 

'"'' ~vneck• Lutheran Ele:mentarz School~, P• 394. 
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loses its point so far as the Lutheran elexn.entaey schools are ·c.onoerned. 

The average lGngth. of ser'\l"iee of city elem.enta.ry public sehool tonohers 

in 1959 ms 14:.4. 24 Sil):ce the average length o:f servi.ee of' ·the tutht\'rru::t 

elementaey school tea.oh.er is 35 years,, the average experience of the 

teachers in s-erv1:oe i.s definitely far Ill.Ore repr,esentative of a stabi.lizod 

teaohing 1:rtnff· thf.Ul, the publie sehool tea.ohl;)rs • The aver!ll.ge 1e11.gth of 

service of the teaoher in. the Lutheran. school is high enou~ to· be repre• 

TABLE V 

. . ·. 25 
Humber of 'Tea.ehel"S ~nto:ring and Loa.v·fatg tho Prof'es·sion from 1926•1939 

1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
193$ 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 

t : .: :r,r : --: · , ~ r- : ! d 1 :J Id 1- : ,, ·_ n = t: c:::1, ·c ,1 :: . ::i:: j ': ' 

Year 

. 1 ...... _.. .................... ..-. ......... ..-···~-re.a.o_h_e_r_s..._ ____ ....,......,...,_ __ ..... ____ ~ 
t 

: Entered. 
: J 
iCandids.tes , Reentered. 
, ltnte:red. i 

38 $ 
53 1 
61 4 
.64 5 
61 a 
!Sl 4 
20 4 
16 .2 
30 2 
:so 3 
44 
49 4 
35 2 
42 4 

; J 

: Resignations : Deaths in 
t ; Office. 

21 '7 
10 5 
27 4 
28 6 
:21 7 
2.5 12. 
16 9 
19 7 
11 9 
2,7 e 
18 3 
22 8 
21 5 
31 10 

2411atio:nal ]kh.tcational Association Research Bulletin, Janu$.!""J, 194.0, 
1?• 18 
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l'ablo v presents an additional pioture of ·l:;he stability of the 

teaching profession of the Lu:l:;heran parochial schools. Over a period 

26 

of the past fourteen years the n1Frber leav:lng the prof'ession has fluetu-

a-l.;ed from sixteen to sixty-four. There is no po.rtioule.r tre:µ.d discerni ... 

blc in entering tha p:rofess:i.on,. exoept '.l::;lu.1.t the r)eak of 65 was :reached 

during eeonomio prosperity. '.I110 low· of 16 recorded in 1933 also corro-

The average 11ui2tber le;:,;ving the profession over this period is 42-f-. 

The year 1939 .conforms alrtwst eze.c:bly to the nm,1ber leo,ving the profes­

sion by retirement or death in 1939. Placing these i"'igui~es 011. pereonta0e 

basis . shov:rs that only 3.08 per cent of the installed teachers lei''!; the 

profession in 1939. Since this is e.lzo t?,n average over a period of 14 

years, it :ls direct testimony for the great stability of the Lutheran 

eloB.entary school ·beacher .• 

'.f'rovi.sion.s for Retireir.ent 

The Evan{;elical Lutheran Church of Uissouri,. Ohio,. emd Other States 

has made provisions for propo:r rctire:w.enl:; of its ehristian day school 

teachers by udoptinz; a pension system.. The pension plo.n or retirement 

system is a business plat'"1 to help its m.en in service because of age or 

c1isabilit;r to retiro i'ro1''l n.otive service ·with rt 1wdes-t but asc1.1rod 

income for life. 

Def o:re the adoption of ·th0 pension plan disr,blec1 and retired vrorkers 

received an allov,-u:nee fro:m synod 1s board of support. In 191? u fund 0£ 

~s.ooa.,ooo VJUS solicited from the :rrusmbers of the Lutheran chu)f'ch to pro .. 

vide for a 11enm.nent fund,. the interest of vl.ri.ich was to provide for the 

support of its ,Norkers. Although the funa proved inadequate., :tt served 

as a tra:nsi tion f'or a proper pension system. 
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Since 1917 synod had been memorialized repeatedly by ooni'erenoes 

and districts to ndopt a pension syste:;c,1 for its ,,rorkers. By :resolution 

of the 1917 cou\l'ention a complete plan vms su·bmitted in 19201 but not 

adopted. '.l;'he demand for a llsyste:mo.tio nupport" continued# hov,-ever # and 

in 1932 a cormnittee of threo v-m.s created# which in 1935 submitted the 

outline on i:rhicb. the pres.ant plan h based.. The synorl decided by a 

practically unauiJnous vote that the Board of' Support., together ,N'.:lth en 

advisor/ committee of' f'ive meI;ibors, should complete the ple.n an.d i:nsti-

tute it after it had been approved by the College of P:r-esidonts antl the 

B d ~ -· t 26 , oa.r ox 1J1.rec · ors .• -
>' 

After careful study ar~d discussion this approval 

v:as at River Forest in September., l9S6. The phm was now ready and was 

put into operution October 1, 1937. 

The pension ple.n is very sil-r,ple. An rumuo.l contribution by the 

worker based on his sala.1-y (four per cent.) plus an annua.l contributibn 

of like amount by his congregation or salary-paying; board is invested 

in a savings fund (pension fund) until the time of the 1:corkers retire-

ment at ,vhich tim.0 the entire acc1.t.1TI.Uloted amount standing to his credit# 

including compound interest~ is used to provide a.n annuity for the 

',J , , 27 't'.iurker and ru.s wiaow. 

Under this plan the anolm't received as pension 7lill depend upon 

the nur;1ber of' years spent in service o.nd the a:rn.ount o:c s&lary received 

d1.rri11g the ter111 of office,. 1'he teacher who has spent 40 years in 

service, based upon $1,250 e.n:nual salary, would rece.:i..ve .a yearly income 

of 0819.00. 

26P:roeel!din:gs, 1935,. PP• 285, 209 

271?. G. :Kuehnert,. P~nsion Plan.,. PP• 9 .. 26 
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AocordiD.~ to ths latest ini'orrn.ation compiled (Marab. l5i 1941) 647 

teachers hnve adopted the pension plan. This ·wo·uld constitute approxi-

v..ately 50 per cent. of the installed teaching foroo ot tlie Missouri 

Synod. 26 

Aocorcling to unpublished data. of the United States Offiee. of Bc1uo.a ... 

the cla . .ssroom teachers oo,n retire on aot.u.arial annuity based upon 

.Fifty psr cent of the Lutheran elenwntary teachers have adopted 

the pension plan. .'.!.'he other 50 pe.r ce11t have the se.me .;i,ppor·bunity to 

make this provision f'or retirement.. Conseg,uently, the Lutheran ,seheol 

teacher is at an ndv@.nta.ge in 'vhe matter of retirement over the public 

school teacher since e.t. pre$ent. pra.Qtioally one-fourth of' the teaohr.;1ra 

in the ommtry eru:.1 look forward to no :ret:i.reL:,.eut or tlisQbility security 

~1trd::aoever . ., 3o 

The reason tho:!:; more too.chars of the Lutheran. sohools he.Ve 1-:i.ot 

availed ther11selves is self•expl.a.nato.ey. '.Ole plan l:i.a.s only been in 

operation four yea:r-s., Some :m.n;{ have rema.iued a.loaf beq1:1u,se oi' the 

:no"'elty. Others mr.,,y not have: been :i.n a position to convince their 

gre..m of retirement for its.teachers .. In case the annuities are not 

sufficient for reasonable n00ds~ or the teacher may have completed 

28--t· ·1"'" t· lf··.· ·t• ···, ;,.Bllt• ~rl ·,TI· 2 Hf!.J.ona · J~ctucia ion.a ,~ssoc:i.a .:i.c:n 11esoarcn u · e ·:i.n. "i/O • i.vI , No •.. , , 
p .. 66 

29F. G. Kuehnert, Unpublished Data 
30 
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:na.ny years of service before this pl an 1vas pl aced into operation, he 

has the assurano of addit anal protection by the subsi dies of the 

support fund . 

29 
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CHAPTER III 

To o1ita.i11 the f'ollowing inf'orw.e.tion on th,3: ~:.nrolmm:t.t of the 

Luthera .. n. scr1ools, quostionns.ires are 11:0.iled annually to each con,i;rega-

tion opernth1.g a. school. The data obtained is quite complete si..r,,ce the 

district :president is ir1for:med if a con,;:;regation :?ails to mak1ci its 

report. 

Table VI ic en 1umlysis of the pupilc, of the Luth.:Jr2.11 elomtm.tary 

schools according to 6rz.,des. It presents th0 follo1trlng picture: 11 .. 7 

per eent are enrolled in th0 eic;hth grade; 13. 7 per cent 111 the seventh 

grade; 14 .. 7 per cent in th.e sixth t;rnde; 13.5 per cent in ~tJ1e fifth 

grade; 12.3 per cent i11 tl10 :fourth grade; 11. 7 I)Gl' cent in tl1e third 

The pen.k of the enrolnent is definitely at the sixth grade level, 

whBre 14. 'l per cent; of ·che Eil.ementury pupils are placed by the 1939 report. 

Thero is a gradual tlecli110 in. evidence fron the nixth te the i'irst ga.de. 

Tb.e dec:reHse fro:m the sbtth to tl:10 fifth grade is • 7 per cent; from the 

c01Tt; fror: tho third to the second .2 per cm:.t; and, f'ror,1 the second to 

tl10 fi;..,st 17 fJCr cen:(;• 

The decX'caso mo.y bo c.tt;rir.mted ·bo the steud:r decree.Ge in the child. 

population -rid.ch has beo:a apparent in our country due to a decline in 

birth rBcte. Deb-v-e0n 1930 and 1932 t}1e piiblic elomentary school e:nrol ... 

nent decreased. In this two year period the i;ot&l ele.Jncnta:ry school 

en.rolrr:ent dodined by 143,173 chHdren. By 1934 there 1vere 370,383 



Tl.BLE VI 

Enroiment AocorcUng to Grudes31 

: ~ro;t1li<i;tlt According to Grades 
· ... 

Distriets Kind or• . . t t : : ~ .. 
; :rarte11 . : 1 2 . 3 . 4 • 5 6 . 7 : 8 . - -·- . -· . 

Atlantic 18 91 94 91 76 98 97 119 11$ 
California e..nd Ifovada s 72 S6 52 57 53 58 54 55 
Central 16 a.,- 826 949 1~003 972 l,,021 1.061 928 "<) 

Central Illinois 212 245 245 281 252 273 277 258 
Colol•ado 2 92 85 100 93 98 99 123 84 
Eastern 38 41 54 58 ?6 63 89 52 
English 9 52 65 Ei4 50 67 133 61 52 
Iowa Bast 12 106 117 122 143 174 155 200 169 
Iowa 1:iest 26 113 138 125 131 156 15'7 192 178 
Kansas 16 215 201 207 212 225 264 268 287 
1lichigan 2n 5,14 578 646 693 '762 758 832 730 I 

11innesota 31 314 304 350 541 410 503 574 531 
North Dakota & Monta:na -~ 3 7 5 13 
Northern Illinois 439 l l'.lf'l 1,.259 1,.226 1,286 l,S'77. l,;300 1,379 1,312 
Horthcrn lfobraska 43 -. •140 140 175 150 169 203 208 229 
lforth "!J1isoons:i,n ~ .. - ;J.'74 227 197 164 280 253 367 267 
Okla..h.oma 3 68 51 59 56 o5 S5 52 68 
Orefou a.nd l~ashington 13 90 91 90 87 81 08 81 8G 
Sou h Dakota ... 16 16 18 23 21 29 24 28 
Southeastern ... 21 18 21 18 29 27 55 -S?uthern. 32 50 48 36 32 46 55 30 12 
Southern Cdifornia ... 81 104 99 103 109 104 9~ 86 
Sou.thei-n Illinois 200 195 213 253 267 290 301 212 
Southorri. lfobra.ska 15 165 194 218 228 254. 232 322 319 
South Wisconsin 105 52'7 534 571 64:;s ·ss2 677 708 63i3 
Texas so 347 320 341 347 S31 333 258 18 
lYestern 214 743 772 775 780 838 863 36-4 647 . - .. 

Totab 1.059 6,:S07 s11 1os 6# '744 7,294 7,890 a.,307 a,ors 6,863 

31 o:a 
Statistienl Yoarbook of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Liissoµri,. Ohio and Other_States, 1939, P• 179 .... 



fewer than in 1934. The deoTease f'roril 1930 to 1932 was • 7 per cent; 

from 1932 to 1934 1.8 per cent; from 1934 'tQ 1936,. 1.8 per cent; aud. 

32 from 1950 to 1936, 4.-2 per oent. . . 

Over the same period of tinw aeeording to the total figures of 

'.!.'able I presented in an earlier section oT this studf.,. tho Lutheran 

school enrolment declined 3.9 per cent over the i;BJUe period o1"' time ... 

This \TOLlld seem· to indicate that the decrease in the anrolment OQrre ... 

sponds rat1wr closely to the deeline in the public eler.;11::mtary a0.hool 

enrolment.. Hov,ever .• this condition cannot be reoognized as the sole 

con.tributing faetor sines the decline of the Lutheran school enrolment 

was in evidence already in 1928. Furthermore,.. the total meinbers?lip 0£ 

the Lutheran church has been on a pronounced and steady increase. i'he 

total decline in the enrolment of the Lutheran school £ro:m 1938 to 1939 

was 1.9 per cent according to the Statistical YearbGok. Figures .for 

the public school system over this period were not available to the 

author. 

It can be asSlli'l'!ed that a fraction 0£ the decrease in the Lutheran 

schools oa.n be attributed perha.ps to the lack of interest or the umdll-

ingness on the part of some of the :me:mbersto hring the necessary 

sacrifice in order to maintain a private school. 

E:nrolm.ent in the kindergarten dcpartlm:mt increased :rrom 811 to 

l.,059 in 1939.. This is an inorsase of 30 .• .5 per cent .from. the three 

year period. or &...'1 average increase of ten per cent per year since 1936., 

Kindergarten departments are beiin&f ope:rated especially by the larger 

school systems in. cities. '.i'his accounts for the increase. 

32 
NE.A. Research Bulletin,. Vol. XVI,. lfo. 1, P• 35 
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TA.BLE VII riJ ll fl! 0:, . ; !\' 

~:~ ll~ 
The Status .. of the Lutheran Elerit1entaI'y School System 33 ' J 

(libsouri Sy.nod) in 19;39. And;y:.ais o.f Enrolment by Districrt.s 

I l 

i 

~I 
: Erl:rolment: 

• . . .. • Q . 
Cl • 0 ~ 

l:j ; ~·~ 0 (1) 'I?":!. 0 . i >1 

Dis-triets .. 0 111 :· ij I-ii ~ 
• " 0 ·• 0 Ii .. ~.o . 

t'o • ti !:l . {~ .. 1,-1• 

• 0 0 ":f"J (D ·• i ~·~ ·• ~ ft " 
(D '1 : Cl! l:tl .. 

l !~ ~ 0. f jl:I I•" :: () 0 : ~ ij i~ CT' 0). P"' ct: 
·~ I-" a" e l:l' .... Q 

ct f,J• . 0 ~ ~ (!), o IT .. 0 'j;:!. '1 
l '1 :s ;:I· . f;;I tll 

# .. . t 1 j ,., . 
'' 

Atlo.ntie 10 821 555 25 104 273 
California and Uen.da 10 466, 2e1 14 50 136 
Central 115 8,307 6.,46·7 4.46 477 644 
Central Illinois 33 2.,074 1,102 44 53 161 
Colorado 15 818 527 56 107 116 
Ea.stern 1:3 535 456 14 21 l.O 
English 6 493 287 4'2 44 120 
Io'\'ffl. Ea.st 31 1,293 1 •. 053 24 8 73 
Iomi Wes.t S2 · 1.279 1,115 lO 30 31 
Kansas 58 2,.082 1,678 2'7 00 88 
Michigan 95 6,765 s-,528 206 188 236 
Minnesota. e& 4,053 3;352 '16 33 61 
Horth Dakota and Montana l 28 .... .. .. 
Northern Illinois 

I 

l,.260 124 11,308 7,691 563 901 
lforthern Habra.ska 41 l,65~ 1,243 14 4 218 
lJorth '!.'J:ls oonsin 30 2~146 1,972 75 30 58 
Oklahoma .13 457 354 3 20 80 
Oregon e.:nd TJashington 17 722 528 5 46 10.8 
So't:ct;h Dakota. a 180 l07 6 7 ... 
Southeastern 3 139 52 7 44 36 
Southern 10 6$8 247 35 104 22 
Southern: Ctl.lii' ornia 12 904 438 es 17"2 131 
Sou-thern Illinoi.s Sl 2,126 l;.731 63 56 65 
Southern Nebraska 76 2,226 1,859 36 20 67 
South Wisconsin 69 6,134 3,989 66.2 218 478 
Texas Gl 2,625 1,916 44 223 3.21 
Tlestern 12t> 6.,925 5,030 213 245 777 

Totals 1.142 67.229 50.041 2,765 3,283 5,,369 

33 
Statistical Yearbook of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of ~!lissouri, 

Ohio, and O·ther States for the Year 1939,. p.c 178 
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'fable VII presents the e:urol.J;1ent by districts a.nd classifies the 

pupils i,,,hetlv:;;r they are of' Lutheran homes, pe.:rents who are :memb0rs of 

oth0r churchiss, o:e children whose parmxts are not connected 'trl th acy 

church. Tue total number or schools re-ported for the pv.rposo of this 

table \,rerc 1,142 Lutheran elem.en.taI"'/ schools of the United States; 

34 

total enrolnent 67,229; pupils rilio.sc parents m.re :members of looal 

co:ngregatio11s opere:ting the school 50,,041; pupils ,'-ihose pa.rents ure 

rn.embers of a sister congregation 2,765; pupils whose parents are r1etnbers 

of' other churches 5:,,283; pupils ·whose parents are not aff'iliatecl with 

any church 5,369,; p,lpils v,tlich ,;,,sre not listed 1-1:a.der any classification 

but irwlucled in the -totals 5~ 771. It rlJ:;).y be assTu"ned that the greater 

per cent of these- are of Lutheran parentage. 

According to these tabulations 4.8 per cent of' the Lutheran ele-

Bentary pupils aro from hmaes vl'hose pe,rents are me:mbers of o.nother 

church and 8~3 par cent are from homes ·v.11ose parents nre not affiliated 

vri th a:,-,,y church. These children roo;y be attracted to the Lutheran 

ele:r.1onta.ry schools because of their superiority,. "cheir system oi' Chris .. 

tian training.,, ·or through tho w.issiona:r.r efforts of the pe.tron.s. 

Length ~ Sohool .Term 

T'.t.10 a:nount of th:1e that ohildren spEmd in school has definite 

bearinz; upon the efficiency to ti:tich the objectives of education can 

be attained. The fact that religious subjects and ·i;ruining has been 

included. in the curriculum of the Lutheran schools has aided in 

keeping a nine a11d ten month term in ma.."1.y schools of the system. 

Table VIII presents an analysis of' the nu:mbe~ of days taught in 

the Lutheran elenentary schooi system according to its vo.rious districts. 
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TABLE VIII 

Length of School Term :for Lutheran B1GR!.entary Sehools34 

: : • ... 
! Days Taught· : t,tt t-3- . Tuition ~ m . 
·• : ;! ~ : .. 

t,j ; ..... ;: ...... . ~ . .... ti' ; : (l) (j'I ...., ~ ¥ 0Q -~ ~~ Districts .: t-' 1,-J .. .... .. ..... : (!I ; J:l' 0 : (!) ~ -0 <110 . l ·• * *1 ct~ ~ ~, 
: 0~ : ..... 

" I-' : ; Ao ca . : -3· CXI ..... © O> 
• .. 0 t 0 ; co .. t '"S '1 ... jJ-·_ --~ 

Atlantic - .. 2 8 5 .... 'r 
California and l~evnda. ... l 5 4 5 l 7 
Central 2 24 62 l8 25 2 20 
Central Illinoi$ 2 4 1s 10 2 l 10 
Colorado - l 13 l 1 l 8 
Ina stern 1 - 4 6 ., 3 a 
English s 2 2 -· 1 
Iowa East ... 5 21 3 5 ... 2 
Iowa l~iest 2 1 23 s 7 2 
Kansas -- 22 28 2 2 11 
Hichigan - Ll- 39 36 33 38 
Wdnnes oto. 5 16 56 e 48 2 20 
North Dakota and J.lffontana l 1 .... ""' 
!fort horn Illinois 3 42 66 21 45 78 
Worthern l!ebraska l 36 18 1 10 
l:forth Tliseonsi11 ·2 25 2 l3 -1 10 
Oklaho:ma 3 9 l ~ 4 
Oregon and 'Jiash ington 4 11 2 B l 2 
South Dakota - 2 4 5 ... l 
Southeastern 2 l 2 2 
Southern - ... 6 l 6 s 5 
Southern Cal if'or-.aia ... 1 4 'l ... l 
Southern. IlHnoi~ 9 14 11 5 0 - 12 
Southern 1Jehraska - 9 67 1 41 2 7 
South -Uisoonsin 1 31 so 32 l 12 
Texas 8 14 31 - 30 4 25 
Western 17 29 48 24 76 1 34 

Totals 47 159 605 223 499 75 338 

Thei data also rev0als the nu.."!!ber 0£ schools which off er :free textbooks. 

T..0.e -third section gives '!,he number of schools T~'hieh require -tuition 

from me:rribers and non-members. 

34 
Statistical Yearbook of the Evangelical v..ltheran Synod of niiasouri.,. 

Ohio, f'..Ud Other Sta.tGs for the Year 1939• P• 179 
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A total of' 1,034 schools are included in the data: 223 schools or 

21.5 por cont have a school term of 180 actual teaching days which 

,rould inclioa:te t1 ten 111onth school term; 605 schooln or 58.5 per cent 

report tho number of'. days taught bet\11ecn 171 and 180 1:,hioh is ap1)nrent 

that the largest peroentu6e of the Lutheran elementary schools en.joy 

a nine month sohool terrll; 159 schools or 15.5 p·er cent fall into thr.: 

bracke-t of from 150 to 171 ac·tual teaclrlnt; days which seems to poi:nt 

to a seven month term; only 47 schools or ,1,. 5 per cent ho.vs 1:i. stod. 

teaching days below 150. 

Using this table an a basis, the average length of the school term 

of the Lutheran elementa.:r,1 school vmuld bo 174.2 days.. The 111test 

statistics of length of term of publie schools (1935-oG) is 163.9 days 

f'or 1"1.iral schools tmd 181.6 days for urban schools. 35 From the table 

under con$ideration it CO)J.ld not be determined the number of rural and 

urban schools in the Lutheran system. Since over 50 pe:r cent of the 

public schools are :rural, a conservative estimnte a:verage lenr:rth of 

school term for both rure.l and urban publio schools vrould be below the 

length of the school term of the Lutheran elementary school. 

· The fact that co.ngregatiom; pay thoir reg;uliir called teachers. on 

a tuelve month 'be,sis ·would also add def'initely to a longer te1--ra_. Gom,E'!,.. 

qum1tly, the sehool term wrn.tld not fluctuate e.ccordh16 to e.pproprio.tfons 

:made as il1 the case with public schools. 

?able VIII presents the ad,li tio.nal iuf 01""i:ae.tion that 499 schools 

out of l.,034 or 48.-2 per cent furnish f:ree te-xtbooks to the pupile, 

55 
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Since the school systen1 is almost entirely supported by the volw:itary 

contri1:mtions of the members of the local congregation. it is but 

:natural that the percentage should reach this mark at present time. 

TI:1.e Lutheran elementary school system is not a synodioal or district 

project, but a local endeavor. To provide free textbooks. th-erefore1 

is a :mo.ttor of the local concirega.tion. Lezislation e.n.d politics do 

not enter in. It requires only a decision and an appropriation by the 

local nembers of tho church in question. Loeal congregations are better 

acq1 .. 10.inted vdth the needs of the children attending, there.tore, the 

i tom of fre.e te:id:;books is easily added._ provided ·the finances of the 

church will permit such an a:nnual appropriation. As a rule the state 

adopted textbooks are used in the secul8.l" subjeets. 

The fi!'..al se-0tion prosents the data on tuition; . Only s-eventy ... 

seven out of 1:,03{ or 7 .!$ per eent of' the congreg;atio.ns operati:ng a 

pe.rochial school charge their mm members tuition. 1.hile 338 or 32.'l 

per cent received tuition from children ·wh.ose parents a.re n-0t members 

of -the Lutheran church. It TI'iAY be stated ~chat tuition is officially 

discouraged by the synod 'Whieh accounts i'or the lO'vr pereentag;e of 

congregations which employ this s:ystem. for the :maintainanoe. of their 

schools. 

The s.ddit:lonal information r:'!ay be given here that the average 

cost per pupil in the Lutheran elew.entar-.r is lower tha.11 in the public_ 

school systems. The approximate cost o:f educating one e;"lild fo1~ a 

yee.r in the Lutheran elementary school is $40 to $60.36 The cost of 

edueati:ng one child for the year 1936 .ms 074.30 in the public schools 

-~-~6~.,. 
i.•levne: Service, July, 1940~ p. 10 
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It Tiay be o.sr;umed that Ache p-ubUc schools, h0-wever .. opero:be with more 

extensive .equipment and :;:,10.re claborab..1 buildings. 

tuitior1 paid by non•mer;lbers points to the tact tl1a.t tho Lutheran churoh 

whose pG.l"ents are rn:mab.srs of anothi:::i:• chu1"Ch or especially to those 

children 1,110se pa.rent.a o.re not con..11ected 1:'r.lth a:r:1,y church. 

T'.11e Lutheran ele:nontary school is considered a m::lssione.ry aGemey 

for the Lu:cheran congreg;n.tion. A large percentage of nor1•Luth0ran 

schools becorJ.e active me<nbers of tl10 Lutheran chur~h b:/ conviction. 

Furthot'"E10:re. many of the pa:rerrts and 1"'elatives of..' the children attending 

are of'ten b:roughtto the Lutheran faH;l1. 

!l}?es of Schools 

The number of schools of various sizes i11 ·che Lutheran elementary schools 

from 1910 to 1940 are presented in Table ll.. 17any Lutheran schools, 

l:tke the majority of elementar,1 public schools, a:te one-'.teacher schools,, 

than 143,000 one room schools in the United States in 1930 which oom:tl-

tutetl :nore th.nu 50 por eei1t of tho total J11...mibe:r of schools in the 

38 001.mt.ry. 

37 
Diemtla.1 Survey of J]duot\tioxi. 1934•36, Vol. I!, p.. 35 

38 
Bi.e:nnid Surve-i.1 of Education in the Uni'l::ed States, 1930 ... 1932 



Mi.unbe:r of' 

l\iu.mber of Sohools of Various Sizes in the 
Lutheran Elementary Schools (Nissour:i Synod)39 

·•· • 
Teachers ; Number of Schools 

per sohool : . ... 
,j 1910 .: 1920 

l 1,848 921 
2 173 241 
3 ·63 64 
4 31 45 
5 11 17 
6 2 13 
7 2 4 
8 1 3 
9 2 

10 3 
ll ... 
12 ... 

Totals 2,130 l.~310 

1930 

799 
358 
107 

69 
31 
15 
4 
3 
3 

-
l 

1.393 

The ntutber of o:ue .. tea.oher Lutller~n schools a.s indicated in fable 

IX constitute 57.3 per eent. Oompo.rativ-ely i"ew Lutheran sehools have 

59 

more than three teo.ohers ovdng to the f'ac:t that the mjority of oongre• 

gations in these bodies ha.ye fewer -than 400 baptized ir.J.ernbers,. .. 260 being 

the average numbe1· :in the Mbsouri Synod .. 40 

from 1920 to 1930 the one•teaoher schools have dsereased 13 .. 2 pet-

cent; the ·b.:ro-teaeher sohools ha.ya increased 48.5 por cent; three:~ 

teacher schools have inoreas·ed 67.l per cent; four ... tea.cher schools have 

cent; six--te2c.1'wr schools have increased 15.3 per oont. There are f~r 

39Horbert E. Gross., nTh.e Develo1_.1ment o:f' the Lutheran Pe.rochir .. l School 
System. 21.. the ll"fs'souri .synod.f! m;r:-Tiiesis., university of Chicago) 
Lu·l;herrm School Journal., Vol. LlGCI., Febr:.rn.17 to Juno, 1936 

40~- lt' ··- B" 1 L .._. '"'1 t " h l • -::ia ncr a. ec..:::., 1Ju.ner~n 1:i c:mcn ary be oo s in tJ .. S • ., pp. 397-398 
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schools larger than the six-teacher schools. The largest nu·mbe:r of 

teachers in any one school is tvrelvc. 

It is o.ppareut from the above tabulation that the one-teacher-

school made a noticeable decline while tb.e two t~o five toache:r• schools 

rriade a very noted increase over the same pex'iod of' time. No doubt, a 

large nu..L"llber o-f tho one-teacher schools were augrncnted into o. t.-.ro-

teacher school and not 0nough ne1u schools v.r0re opened of' this type to 

offset this condition,.. It may be assumed 'bha3,; the Lutheran schools arc 

eonsolidating more and more and it ma~r be expected that ·ch~ nur,Zoer of 
'· 

one-tem;ohcr ;:1chools rr;ay continue decline., 

l~d!ninistr·ation of the l,uthoran Elements.ry Schools 

The ad.ministration,, direotion, coutrol, and mninten@ce of the 

Lutheran elernentary schools have always been entirely in the hands of 

the individual congregations wh:i.oh eleot school boards to direct affairs 

and entrust to them and to the pastors the offioe of supervision., The 

pastor, teacher, and local school boards are directly responsible to the 

co:ugregat:Lor. operat:tng the school in order that a high degree of .effi• 

cienoy not only bo reached,. but also 11lllintained in teaching the reli--

gious a:nd s-ecular branches. 

It is often possible to c ,,m:pnrc the quality of the pupils of the 

Luther-an elemento.r.r schools with 'those of tho students in the loee,.1 

public school. ThiG possib:Ui tiJ he.s operated as an incenti,ve for 

pastors, t0nchors, und school boards to plaoe the goal of achievmne:rrt 

ol' the Lutheran parochial schools above tJ:w.t oi' t;he public schoolc .. 

In the .synodical distriots suporinte:ndents arc eleetecl by the 

pastors and lay :repr0sentat:lves a.t the annual conventions. The term of 
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office varies, In some districts this offioe may be dosii-;nated us the 

Secretary of' Christian Education. It is the du'b.f of this office to 

pronotG the best e.ud highest :1.n'cerest :i'o1· the achievemonts possible in 

Chris·cian Education vii t.},. the oongrog;v.tions in his perticulD.r district. 

The dis·\;rict superintendent 'Visits the schools in order to ~.dvise the 

classroom tsache:r on standards and methods of' prof;ressive edueii.-tion and 

-'to e.scertain Jche ste.tu.s of eff'icicncy prevailins in the classroo:mz • It 

is also the dut-.r of the district superinte:nden'c to advise and oncourage 

co11gregat:lo11::1 to open nmv schools ,~herover possible and. to investigate 

oo:ud.itions 1ahe:ro a decline is in evidence. The d5.strict superintendent 

or oth0.r rc::.peotivo boards 1..mci.or ·bhis d0par'bm.ont onnnot be legal:tstic 

in their a.c-!;ion.,. their i'm1ctio:2n must re:na.:i.n of an advio017 nat:uxe .. 

Distric·c s1.1per:i.ntendo11ts are visited by the general sect-etary of' schools · 

De?art:mont of Christian 'ii.Jducatl on in the Host efficient promotio11.s of 

christiar-1 trail'1ing. 

The off'ice of: the seo:retary of schools of the IJissouri Synod is 

located in s·c. Louis~ 15issouri. Mr. A. c. Stellhorn~ who has served as 

axem1tive secretary since 1920, has exerted much influeuoe to coordinate 

the Lutheran eleme11tnry schools into a more lmif'orm system.. The ±'unc-

tion of the executive secretary e1,;1braces all pr0"21otioual a.ctivit5.es 

through wJliqh all o·ther boards., superintendents. teachers, pastors smd 

congregations can get inf'orrn.e:l.:;ion, assistm10a, advise,. and. encoitrage-

:x..w:nt in Jche interest of' the Lutheran elementary schools. The general 

seeretar-J of the Lutheran schools contacts the superintendents. of' the 

districts but he also keeps in touch 1vlth each local congrege,tional 

~drool. 
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preserrt hnve a definitely organiztld system.. They or,erate on f). vory 

democratic basis" the l11,1a:rican v:;:xy of 1:tfe. Yot the bttsic philosophy, 

enced. the sC'.hools to a su:Efieient un:i. t:r in charaeter ·1:o male;e them a 

unique -sy.ste:m. am.on~ private nnd public schools in ou:r cou.ntxy. 

Qualification ~ ·t;he Lutheran Elementary Stude11t 

To present a :purely obJecti ve study o? the qu3.li t.y of the Lu.thera..n 

or nor.ms by T1hioh the scholarship and oharucter of the J.Attherc.n elem0n-

stnte school systems. 

school syste:a in the community. The goal of the LuJ.:;he;rau eloment2.r,1 

nahocl system is t!J rc.te, not only on par, but to off0:r a systG:m of 

training, ·wh:lch is superior to thut of' tho public school syste:m. 

In many loortli ties the L1xbherf:t~1 sllhools u:re a.ff'orded an oppor­

tunity to rate tho quulitJr of their secular teaching; by purticipc,ting 

in city, county, or s'tn.te .... widc accredited tests, or by e;:1tering; in 

academic or fine arts c<:>ni::ests in s,d.dition to rs:bi:ne; receivetl i:n: nigh 

school classes. 

Al thonr;h 1m o.:re aware that :i.solated cases cannot be used for the 

purpose of' generalization, we shall qu.oto soma incidents on. record 

available v"i.lieh, in a 1aeasure, uhoTID the qm:,,lity of pupils trained in 

the Lutheran elcm.ontarJ' schools. 
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Five membo:t·s out of' a sen:io:r class munbe:ring 95 i.n Clarinda.,. Ioffi,., 

high school ,;.rer~ elected to the Ms.tio.nal J;Ionor Society. Three or the 

five had received their training in the !i:m"JEUru.el Lutherl)J:l school of 

that city,41, 

The Lu:thera.n elementary school,. No1•nmn, Oklah.o:roa,. re.oeived ·the 

h:i.ghost rnting among all schools under county supervision by virtue o:f 

the a,oc.red.i ted examine.tioxi·s., ( This inoludes 1!1._ll ele10.ent~:ry s ohoQl.s 

except the Norman eity scho.ols.) '.!.'his is thGi seeond year the school ha.s 

h A L·h• t• 42 av. ·i., . 1 s ra 1ng,. 

lforma Beek,. o. Lutheran d.a.y school pupil o;f.' Ho::de,. K1?.naas.,, oame to 

.speller. Through a xrdstake she v~s classified V.fX''ongly and placed in 

the :i:"oom whs:re high sohool pi.ip.ils from all over the state of Ka:nsa.s 

vrore t,ompeting for high soho,ol honors. She "rmn the hie;h school title 

over appro,timately one-hundred oompetitors.43 

In Lineolnvillo, Kansas.; the graduates eonati-t..uted· 34 2/$ per cent 

ot the enrolment and 66 2/s per oent of the honor roll in 1937. 

Here is a roeord compiled by the principal .of the Bloomil1gton~ 

Illinois.1 high .school for the f'irst six weeks of the sehool term-.44 

A B C p F (F-failure 
10.1 35.7 S9 •. 3 15.l 1.2 Lutheran freshn:ian 
5.2 24115 39,.5 25.6 5.1 Entire student body-

41 
1:Jows Service,, Pehruury, 1941. P• 8 

42 · 
!1ews Service, Octobor, 1936• p. 9 

43 
Nevm Se1""Vice, February., 1938, p. 7 

44 
1?erm Service, LJareh, 1937, p. 9 



Si.:it out of ·the eight j?Up:tls on the honor roll in ·the Okarche, 

45 O:::lsti:10.7ill1~ high school were graclua"'ces of the Luthsre.n parochial school. 

'l'he childrents a cappella choir of the Luthern.n elenontary school 

of Fairmont. Oklah01}u1.# received the superior rating in e. coun~J fine 

46 arts contest .• 

There are many such te.st.ir.1.onies on record that tef;tify to the 

standard of 'tm1ching; done 5.n the Lutheran elementnry schools. 

~ Service 2£ ~. Luthe:iran Elomentarl School 
· · Rendered To Its Own church _____ , __ .............. ~ ----

The element:1ry school syste:m of the ldasouri Synod serves only a 

minor portion of its m~1,1 children of grade achool ago. According to 

the Statistical Yearbook for 1939 of the 1'}vangelical Lutheran Syiwd of 

:Missouri, Ohio, and Other States. th0r0 are about 225.616 ehildr0n of 

school age. Of' this nurdber there were 63,042 enrolled in me parochial 

school system of the 1'iissouri Synod_. This nu:mbcr vw.s obtain.ed. by 

subtracting tl1e number 0£' non-Lutherans in these $Choolr; .from the total 

enroln1eut. 

Of the Lutheran children only 27.94 per cent atteud the private 

school system of their de.uomina:tion.; 1621 574 Lutheran children or '72.06· 

per cent attend the public schools. l'hore :ls n.o primary uata availe.ble 

which IW.Y serve. as ~m expla.naticm to tho question, 1.t-i1'hy doefil the 

Lutheran elemo:n.tu:ry school system not serve Ill.ore of its ov,n children1" 

4G 
Oklahoma Luthora,.1# 1.:::0.y, 1941,. p. 4 
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is that e. nu.jo:r portion. oi' the 72.oe por ce1rt does :not have the oppo:r-

1Jtmy oa:ngrcgut:°Lons, beoe.u.se of their comparatively s:mv.11 size, have 

been unable to r;JE,ke the sacrifice of ",.ni:::itai:uing their o·wn private 

school. Qthoro r;ho ho.ve e: Lut:w,ra..n el0me~1ta:cy school ir.. their midst 

do not have their children attendin:h 7.his is apparent f'rc.m the fact 

that 37.1 per cent of -!:;he Lutheran. congregations rue.in.ta.in e. ;parochial 

school ~mile only 27 .91 por cont of tho children of the entire body 

are in o.ttenc1cmce •. 

It m."1.y be assumecl th£'.t free transportation, fr.oe tsxtbool:sp and 

other facilities offered n s6:r'Viee by the public school* v,nich ean-

not be duplicated by the Lutuera:n school in the com:.1uui ty.,. 1r,e:Jr have tho 

tond0ncy to drn:,;· s01n0 of.' the Lutheran pv.pils to the public schools.., 

Hovortheless, one must conclude J,:;bx~t the uniq•,,ie system serves sligl1tly 

n1oro than one ... fourth of tho Lutheran· elemontartJ pupils. 



The Lutherai, church ondetnrors to maintai.t1 private schools, 1.r,l1ich 

in a.deli tion to of'forin;i a ehristian training,. also attempts to of'fer 

the training in secular branches which is on par~ ii' not super.ior, to 

the public school system,. 
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The philosophy of the Lutheran church that religious and secular 

training :must g;o hat1d in hand and thn-t sue-h training can only adequately 

be achievsd through a full time parochial school is the dominant motive 

for maintaining private schools. 

l. The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Misnouri, Ohio, and Other 

States is the do:minant body of' the Lutheran denomination 1;Jtdoh main­

tains a:n ele:uentary school system. 

2. The Lutheran elementary schools have a r,1ore stable teaching 

stuf'f than the public sohools .• 

3. The a:ve:rage length of the school term of the Luthoran elc:m.imtary 

school equals, if not surpasses, th:e average length of the publie school 

syste!i1. 

4. The enrolment of the Lutheran elementary school is on a slight 

but steady deoline ·while the number of school rooms is slightly on the 

i.ncreuse. 

5. Th.e one "teacher school room is climi:nishing ,,Jnile tivo to six 

too.cher school roo1m:. are soho·,;5.ng 2,. d.efini te g&.in. 

6. Tho length of service of' the Lutl:wran elemo:ute.ry teacher is 

more than tvdue the average le11gth. oi' se:rvice of the elementary public 

school teacher. 
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7. The Luther an church of' the "ssouri Synod opera.tee an adequate 

retire ont system for teaching profess ion. 

8. The Luther an elementary school serves 27. 2 per oent of the 

Lutheran children of ole ent.e.ry school a.go. 
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