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PREFACE 

No other era in America's history has been nore tur

bulent than the one When various governments were attempting 

to establish their jurisdiction over the Red River region . 

Lost of the disputes occurred during 1818-1923 , and were 

concerned with a satisfactory delineation of the boundary 

at Red River. The establishment of the boundary alon6 this 

stream was accomplished by the employment of several intrigues 

which aroused an enormous amount of ill Vlill among the 

peoples who were concerned ~~th the controversy. 

This treatise ls intended to give a survey of disputes 

between the United States and the other countries who con

sidered Red River as part of their boundary. Special atten

tion was ~1ven to the Oklahoma- Texas boundary dispute 

that grew out of the older disputes which had not been 

determined pri or to 1918 when the two states became ihvolved 

in another boundary vra.r at tled River. 

The author does not atteinpt any justification of the 

somewhat equivocal method of settling this perplexing 

problem, but feels compensated for his work, in that the 

study has been not only one of interest and enjoyment but 

that his pursuance has brought out, for him at least, many 

interesting developments that are not treated in general 

histories, as well as a better appreciation of the efforts 

of those respons ible for the settlement of the .teed iver 

boundary dispute . 



TABLE OF CON'I'ENTS 

Page 

Pn~1~ l~gpo·t1'at1·0~ 0 In-olv~yt~ Chapter I. ..l,.,l'-'i.- j 1Vt;:i,;; C.:... .1.. .. w ;.V - ..l.,1....b 

the Southwest Boundary ••••••••• 1 

Chapter II. 1J/he Texas Dounus.r-y f'roble:rn. • • • • • .. 22 

Chapter III. The United States v. the State of 
Te:t;:G.s a. t thia Red River Boundary • 

Chapter TV". The Oklahoma-'l1exas Boundary Suit. 

• • 31+ 

• • 50 

Bibliograph;?. . . •· . . . • ... • ti • . . . . . . • ~ $0 



l. 

In the early pa.rt of tlle nineteenth contury the United 

States wa.s enbarking upon a progrm,: of expansion which lo:ept 

her boundaries in a state of oonstt.1.nt alteration. As the 

yomig nation's frontiers were extended, new bolli···ielary lines 

had. to be f'oi·r:1ed to keep pace with A.!;1eriea •s re9idly chanc.

ing linits. 

Of the southwest i.n particular t insufficient kno1cledge 

of the topcgra.ph1cal :features of the roc;ion 11:....1.da the fi:dng 

of the tounil~ry line through that aren a task o:f serious 

:proyortions. i'l.rterican ztatesrnen, whoso ef'torts to r::,ake tho 

boundary lines tlefin1 te n:11(1 det .. e.rr;:::i'n.able vmre fc,r the ~:_:ost 

:9art fruitless because of the laok of rel..iable data, :round 

thc:m.oelv~1s the center of bitter ccntrovorsies. 

The Treaty of Washington, ,Nhic-h was :neeotiated by the 

Uni tod Statos and. D;,ain in 1Sl9, and which v,ras in.tended to 

settle the Florida issue and. establish the boundary betvrnen 

tho Lou.isia:r.w, .Purob.ttse n:rK'l 3panish torrltory,. 11:1s b'8en. a 

barrier for the statesmen. Becau:se o"i."" the lack of scientific 

fatn as a foundation, the treaty is i'ull of' a::1bit-;;uitieE;. 

Cne cf the ph~.ses of tho '.i'roaty of Wnshington Tahich k1s 

:si ver'ic An,j"rica>r1 statos:rmn considerable trouble has to do t'Ji th 
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t·e 1nolus1on ot t .. e ed iiv r s p t of e un ry line . 

The ne.v.oti tors, John Q.uincy - Ad r prese ti t e United 

tates and Louis de nis repros ntin ·pain, :ho desi ate 

the ed .1.1iv r ala 1 J he Sabine and ~ ~anaa 1vers as 

inte ral parts or t e boundary bet eon their spective 

counties , failed to reali z t t ore ta centur 

b required to clarify the provision ot t e tre t . 

S e of the embi uities 1n the oundary p~O'Visio ~ 

y , of course , be attributed to the co ditions under mioh 

the no ot1 tions ,e con ucted . ._r . dar:-.. , be:t"ore con-

clud1 the tre ty , h d to overcon!e nis11 nti thy 

aroused~ by dre 1 Jackson ' xpedition into lorida uring 

the latt r art of 1818 . r . de O is cons der Gene 1 

J'acl~son ' activities "outra ea ad unprecodentod in his-
11 

tory , nd d d d r estitution and co pen ation before 

the ne otiations could rooeed . Thea urotests did not 

r ent -r . \.d fr cont1nu1n his overtures for a boun-

dary a r e~ent that ould erman ntly ttle the lorida 

issue and extend tbe southern limits of the United -.'.)tates 
y 

to the "northern baru of the d r . 1 This au cation 

r . de Onia considered as 'inconai tent" d "e orbit t . " 

H 9ro osed , in toad , a boundary hich uld be a l.ine 

run 1.n fr the outh or the Sabino ver up the et be 

and t the ot . Clark , joint editors , 
pera : Foreipn elctions , ashin ton : 

y Lettor of John ~u1n~ · d s o Louis de ni , October 
31. l 1 , __1,_., p . 5Jl. 



J . 

ot that ri er to the t !rt - second par 1ie1 n t he due 

.orth o he is 1 s pi 1ver , e.u do th 1ddle of 

hat ri er to it source. The l don t e left uld o 

to pai1; t e lad on the r1 ht ould o to th United 
11 

St tea . lle ould t e it upon hi elf , 'r . de nis s id , 

to s th t the line ould be dra ffo licuel to he t 

if the Unite tates ould not ent to line ra ort . 

<"'ke tic 1 or t e erooity or tis ott r, • ar . r -

fuG&d to accept t e pro osition. Thi r fun l oau d r . 

d Onis to h th t persistence in 1 fo er 'un-

rea na le' ula c us tie decision o ne oti -

tions to t over to e Con res of ,on rchs then 
1t/ 

as e bl d t - 1 - h elle . 

Uo s1 t nee fro th uadruple " -lianc ·a.s orth-

co 1 , ho ev r , and p 1n had to as nt to a tre ty ich 

ollo· ed . to cert in tent , th oarl1er re sonablett 

d an of r . d s . h bo dry provisions of this 

trc ty st ted tat the bo dar bet ·een e t o coW1tr1es 

11 be in o tha Gul;;>h 1c1 of ico , 
t the mouth ot th river Sabine , int e ea , 

co t uing north alo th est rn · ank of t at 
river , to th )2nd de e ; t ence , by a 11 e due 
north , to the de· e of 1 titude here it stri ~eu 
the .Ri .. o o or aehitochea , or iver ; th nc 
follo n th course· of t.e Rio o o est.ra.. , o 
the de ree or longitude of 100 et frcr.: London 
and 2J fr , shin ton ; the. cros 1 h s id d 
iver and runn1n~ thence , by a line uo north , to 

the r~ sas , to it ource , n tho latitude of 42 
north ; and thonco by that parallel of latitude to 
t e . Te thol bei as lai do. in lis s 

• 
t ,. 1.(., l l,, ---1._. , 



p oft e United State , pu li ed n ~ 11 dclp la 
roe tote 1st of anuarf , 181. 2/ 

Cloe 1 ection or t s tat nt revoal& an in e te 

definition oft t art o th bound ry · ich 1 y lo 

d t1v • d th n ti to ecitiod th ir 1 t ntio 

to be u1 d :, the OU h t.e r l south ~o 

of \, t riv r n e ri 1 n r ther . n the 

rro ously loc te o la1 d lish ' s t 

e s in controv ra · hie l te til 19.23 t h e b n 

av rt • . ut th ·o ia o t 11 d t 0 S the t ouble 

ich ·ht ro out or this bit or obscur verbi , they 

i.gn d it on bruary 22 ., 1 19 . Boos us o di l tio 

1ff1c lti s et en~ in t United ~t tes , r ifi-

catio s e not e!feot d until to s l·ter . obr ry 

22 , 1821 , r aident onro procla ed t e cc pt nee r 
§} 

t 1 tre t • 

h f llac us bound ry rovisio , ho V ,.. di not .. ' 
0V dctri ntal tot e Unite ta ... j for t e cos ue t 

inte re tion cf the t e ty , u lly de 

stats en , re invariabl 1n a o or t eir ove ent . 

.r . id hav deli r toly do o bound ry ro-

vi ion , · 1th t idea o rel yin on t ... o de terity of erican 

stat . en to C ~it liz ..... on t a ol1 rte ... t n o 

ltl OU t 1 ore -enerou in its boun ary 

prov1 io th n had b en su~ et d by op in , there 

olat·ion , , 13 • 
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·ere so e o felt tat it as not as f vorable ·a it 

1 t ave been. Senator ~ho s Hart ento1 , or one , 

id that $soc by it n d i n std t t t tr y 

is_ bered th v lle o ~he ississi pi . Il ill in 

t re c l a a t - te for tato n o ould 

"surr nder one drc o its . 11 
to a o 1 o er. " Te 

r . one i nch or its oil 

of' o and n ture 11 1ere , 

0 , t e b s of hi cl • Sen tor nton sBerted 

lso t t "benediction ould thicken ov rte ha or th 

eric n er ide t ho old r toe i to ts natu 1 
!}./ 

0 r . " n tor Cly s othe co gre sman 'I o d enounc d 

the tre t . He flt th tit tiled too dour boundary 
9./ 

r enou h t . ihen i dr Jackson , a popul r hero of 

th et, s t ... e 

boli r th t th 

ry provision , he e:tpre sed the 

nistr tion ould b criticized for re-
10/ 

oedin sf r no th a t Red var . ther contend d 

that t e United t.t sh d a lo it te cla to bo 

ary as rar est the Rio Gr nde , hich the ~elt to o 

the true este 1 to the Louisia rchas . 

Despite this ve_se criticis , r . an considered 

t concl sion o thi tr at as on of the ,ost 1m ort t 

ho 
I , 15 . 

_J__, ;9. or : 1 93 , 

V Con,a:essional Globo , 28 Con •• l soss ., Il , 702 . 

'1./ llan ovins , ditor , ~ Di ry !?1. John llluincz , 
1121l:-~ . e York : 1929 , 547. 

10/ .!!?!£., 209 . 
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11/ 
e et or his life booause it gave the United tates itD 

first t n ible boundary in the southwest . 

ns t·s:ractory i s , the t aty of 1819 to 

b ahort- 11 ed a tar as Spain s concerned , because that 

country s soon disposse d of her uthority in orth 

er1ca . re ont aft r the ratification or th 

tr aty , ,exico fouaht a succesatul re olution and declared 

herself indenendent of Spainisl co trol . The onroe d-

nistration 1n au in ton s prone to rooo nize this 

of st tus for re sons both foreign and d stio . 

he pro ptne so 
12/ 

orioan reco ition tte ted tot s 

tact . 

The brupt ending or pain ' control or the territory 

ad o1nin the ed diver ade it necessnry for th United 

te to e otiate a ne treaty it. the ·exican ~o ern

ent to reest bli h the validity oft e south eatern bo 

dary. So, e of the i ncident ·hioh ollo ed the o enin 

of bo dry n goti ations it oxic oo stitute a series 

or dipl , tic act Thie defy ·ustif1c tion. S e c ica 

e ansioniats co sidered t e unst le conditio in ~exico 

s n exc llent opport nity to orov the o e ·hat un-

oati t ctor boundary. Durin th n t toy rs tho 

activities of these exp nsioni t ere sue n to rouse 

the su piciona of a . xican official in Tex • ho Oto 

11/ Illi•, 211 . 

12/ 



hi ov ent o ril l5 , that e s 'c rtain tat t e 

United ,.,ta es s tryin to nnu1 th boundar provisions 

to assert it ola to t banks of the 

io nd . is all e tion voiced t e an · o it of 

C rt :xican offic als o eld t t the Unit ....tate3 

e of Spain ' s e kn as and d orce 

her to e the tre ty or 1819 ve tho Uni t e utate 

uch territor ri ht 11 elo in 
14/ 

to exioo . 

Y t , s ver 1 .onth~ p s befor any ction m ta·e 

b either arty on t 

the .exic n Sert 

boundary uestion . On June 15 , 182' • 

of State pproached th ' er1ca.n 

inister in exico , r . Joel oberts oinsett, an pro osed 

a ".trie y settl ent" or t e controversy , su estin 

that eao n tion ppoint a c 
w 

ssion to oat nd dete n 

t e bo d r7. 

That th United tats intended to fo • a n bo d ry 

r t r t ac et tie provisions of 1819 is i plied in 

r . oinsett ' s reply to this requ st . He info ed le 

1 exican o e ont tat sue a P n did not ee 1th 

Pr i ent onroe ' s approv: l . The lrosident h d expressed 

llin e to fo "ne bound th t i ~ t obviate 

o e it'f'i C ltie 

1:J./ ·1111 Ray 
United States 

outive 

l:ich _e 

----

u 03 d to tte .. d the e1'.'j.sten .. 

elationo 
1916 ,----

25 Co ., 2 sess ., II , 

I , 599 . 
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or th resent li its o the tre ty or 1819; but he di 

not ree to a joint 00!$1.1ssion because he I d fond by 

e eri nee that such co 1ssions seldom reached ny s tis-

r eta ements . " Tho co~ .issio er I acoordin to 

Pres nent l onroe , ere too 'prone to bo ra jud i eec. by th 
16/ 

interests of their respective countries . 

B e ecti .r;._exico ' s of:er to effe-c.t an enen tion 

of th boundar I the United States subst tinted exico ' s 

fear that the e boundary" mentioned b President .. onroe 

uld be different .fro the one st1pu1 te in th treaty 

of 1.819 . .exi. co, meantime , becB.Lle a xavated at the att1-

tu.de of tho President ~ a~d as: a "B s of counterin his 

a.oeuvers protested a inst any alte~ations on ~he prom.is 

th.at the lL~t were fixed by a solemn treaty with Spain, 

that th0 treaty had been ratified at time l'lhen ertco 

s e.. integral p rt of th t country, and that he.r cwn 

indeoandent status did not in any 
w 

y impair the validity 

of th original e ent . 

16/ Ibid . 1 600 . Lr . Poinsett had b een sent to ··erico by 
t'resident Yon.roe, June 26 , 1825 . 'r . ~ · a hnd in
structed h to obtain a boundary to the Colorado 
River and stated that "If we could obtain such a 
boundary a::; we desire ••• the United State3 ht 
be diepoaed to pay reasonable p cuniary co en-
s ti on . 11 Conv.;rofH.31 ona 1 Globe , I I poendix , 41} 5. 

c piler, Tre ties and Conventions 
.,,_____.__._ otates and t' er z? ·ers , ,as in .,ton • 



exico proaentcd its arg nt th suf icient videnc 

to convino oin ett that urth r de d tor ne 

bo dry ould rovok un!r1 ndl.y r ali and ·o d , s 

1ell , prove n r eoti v • 

convention which ould fo 

o , theroforo , co se te to a 
18/ 

ne treaty. After a ro-

tract d elay and attc ski i hes a "treaty of 

l it s si on J ry 12 , 182 by e sra . J . • 

... o1ns C oho , and Joa cio . Ir the ne 

tre ty s 1 to d d to resolve the am 1 ties of the 

tr ty of 119 , it a r 1lur • .i:hat part o the t re 

: ich a!erred to t e boun e.ry s lit't verba out 

oft provision dram up a o ta dee do before by essrs . 

de ni • This re ti tion er r1oot state ents 

1n~olv d t to count i a in co siderable controvers , 

0 uoh , in fact , that tl e r t snot fo lly r ti -

:fie by Con res ithin the ti e l it of for onths . 

a result, for the ne thr e y elations bet een the 

two countries ere none too rx· li/ 
n ly. 

On pril 5, 1831 exico and the United Stn es de 

effort to salva e the t oaty. d itional article 

hich .oul xte d t et e tor rat1tic tion on ore 

year s added . his ext noion s al o sufficient , for 

no tif'io tiono re exc aged duri tho erio . The 

13/ Jes i . 
£ill, Balt ore: 

J;i,) unt r ill r , e itor , o . cit., I~ , 48 . 



th.t':t rH3 ?,~.d received. no cooperation i"rm:. offioialz in the 

o::~ir\iCJ11. no ,ac.:n:..ssc~ :Ir. Poinsett of delibers.tely prevent-

i:n._::;. the exchange of ratifieatlons by r'islayin.z tl1e treaty 

i:ns t•suffic:ient ;::rrcof to load tc a co3.victicn the.t thr) 

• ;-Ias rsisla.id, '' because 
21/ 

nirtistor f'ailed tc receive it.. Tht1 c1isse:ntion which 

Theze t:dmmdersta:1ding;1 arose 1'rcrt the 

•ftte ·uni tea. States advance<! t.be clc:.L':l that the &a bin.a 

R:tver, !:ie:nticned in thn treaty, ,,ras in reali'f;y the Hoch.es 

'ZS!} Ibiu., 411. 



1 • 

t . ent or cla· 1oul · have e te 1d d • w 
th oun e d f ther et . T cla 

Ilic n ver 
' 

1 C \.,( L ci• se t e ill w 
r eli et t t 0 countri s . 

t noth . so ce o tro ble o •o t e 

to • o or .ent d r cei ed info tio to 

the rio n lot r .. r or an.1.zin an r:iy . 
or o e of inv di T xa . .. o e oc e,...ra ct 

r . p 1 sett tor n offici 1 at ta cnt concer:ni 
&I 

oir -llc e troop cone ntr tio.s t t e bar • ·r. 

... ctt r pl t e r ors ·;ere . r 1 Hf bricatio 

of .h 1 elous ublic tion t t 0 e n oi ct ated 

i n "'exio b., e ie. 0 the Uni e "'t t.., • o assuro 

t e'" t t 1 Unite 0 tates ad n 'd s a' on ny a t 
26/ 

m or X- o. ... X ou.ns re e nots ti .ie ·it uhi3 on-

C it 1 ex 1 tio • r • oinc.ot rre.s as. ed for "e:z l 

t ons OIC c enr a1 PCi e or th .exic . felt th· 

r er s ertio. not -1 e the "tr er ct of he ce.se . 'fl./ 

~2/ .e ister of De tes in Con"re s, ~, 884- 85 . 

5:1/ s Oscar 
.-..-- of .u _____ _ 

W C. Barker, "The United 
_____ 1_p1_ alley Historic l e , 1914), 

o e; n ra to 
25 Con ., 2 sess ., 

• ~ . o1n~ tt , _. ~ · 
2 l . 

~oin tt to Boc~ne , July Jl , 1821, _!lli., 

~~ , .. a~ . 
!i:.1../ ~ ·, 7~ 
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This r quest left no doubt that .r . oinsett •s ly 

acti ities ere ak g h unpopular in exieo . His 

er ioun con uct , s ·ell as is alleged duplicity in 

border affairs , c used t e exican ove ·ent to de and hi 

recall . Secretary or t te Va.n uren c plied ·1th the 

d an , despite his belief that ' r . Poinaett ' s predie ent 

~ ue to "oirc stahoes . ·r . oinsett s relieved of s 

is osition in the latter part of 1829 , hen mthony 

Butler as dispatched tor place h • 

If • • an Duren expected the ne nister to restore 

icable relations 1th exico s to e dis ppointed. 

r . Butler ' s actions ror , it a~ytl1n , ore coll sive tl 

those or his p decessor . Instead of oing directly to 

his post in the exiean ca ital , he chose to go thro h 

ex s , spending sever l ee sin activiti s of dubio s 

nature . The cla s d that ·-. Butler ade the trip 

to stir u1 a revolt in exas as an a tto!'l t to force con-
1::l/ 

cession on the boundary settle ent . 

Coincide t ·th r . Butler ' s arri 1 re.a another 

barras in incide t ioh re out of tho r or that he 

d co e to exico tor he purnose of obtainin~ nossession 

of Texas . "l ol ,' a 'exio ne s per , publie e n 

a rticle in ch the aut.or olained kno ledge of r . Butle ' 

28/ ~ . l2:.• Dec • .J2l, 25 Co ., 2 se~s ., 

W chard 
Texa l" 

I J 

I , 53 . 

en 
rly , 



authorization to o:ffer five :million dollars for the possession 
~ 

ot: Texas. This w.1as eonnidered. as a elleap trick on t!1e part 

although coneluded in 182S, had never been ratified. 

gr. Butler considered the- delay of the ratification 

as tia most fortunate eve~1t for the Uni .ed States, 11 which 

could be "turned to good account,'' in that it ;-,:ould enable 

hi:m. to "urge the iiraerican clanm to the territory as far 

:.vest as the Rio Grande del Norta. 11 .Ho also stated that if 

he were given pe:rr:dssio:n to use tttb.ese pretensions a.s an 

auxiliary there is no doubt or its being mde to operate 

favorably on t.he expected negotiations tor Texas," as they 

cut sone aid of' this cbara.eter mig,b.t seriously em.barrass 

the proceedings.~ 

T.tlis statement is evidently an am.plif'ication of' :Mr. 

Butler•s E.eaning of "a good aeoount,ff wllich he used on the 

ror.l'Eer ocea.sicm;c as vrell as his adnisoion. th.at Ile did. net 

believe the United States had a valid claim to a 1:xn.mda:ry 

which would extend t-o the ltio Grande. The establishment· 

of this claim was -obviously:.o:r no moment. but it was to 

be used in :forcing a eoricessicn f'ro!!1 the Me:xiean govern-

:m.ent. 

Andrew .ra.el~son, President ~onroe' s successor, in-

herit-ed this troublesome boundary que.sticm. On several 



occasions .Presiden:t J'a.c}.::son" s name -was linked ,aith that of 

!1r. Butler a11.d his questionable scherrd:ng for the annex-
. El 

atic:i of :i!e:1.:as. J'ohn Q.uincey Adamo was one of .several 

v:ho yrotested against the underllIDJ.ded lliethod. He 1L&.ln-

tained that .?resident Jacl:son 'i.:Jas trtJin,s "to 'bt.rsr 

v;ith one hand/' and ttinstigate a revolt ;;\'1.th the 

IEr. Butler anii San Houston were also objoots of 11r.., .r, .. a.ar1s,. 

,iisopprovul; they, ha felt, were aiding the Pre~ident in 

objccrtio:ua of the !.:.exican officiale t1i"i.th whom Er. Butler . JJJJ 
t1as negotiating. 

rib.is theory is not,. however,. generally shared; others 

expressed the belief' that these "id.~as originated vsith . w 
If:r.. Butler and r;ere not approved. by President Jaelwon. 0 

.R*gardless, however, of their origin, there is some ,)Vide11oe 

Iri a 

letter dated ~y 23, l8JO, he tells Mr. Butler t.hut ttpre,ju.dlC;£3 

••.• in order to bo corrected .,;Iay be touched in connectio::1 

letter cautions llr. But1er age.inst .texpcsiug0 the United 

States to 'the charges o'f "an1bition or 1mfriendlinessn in 
36/ 

th$ eyes o? the Mexican Republic. 

Richard fl. Stenberg,. nThe Texas Schemes of Jaolrnon and 
Houston,'* 3ou~hwesterni:3oa1a.l $c(:ience Quarterly., J.')l., 229.-

.Allan nevins, editor., The Diarz _or John iuine .. ~z. Adm':':t~, 
5t-~ -i+O• . . 

l!J:I Stenberg, "The Texas Sc.heme.a of Jackson and fioU!lton, n 

12.g,. .2!!• , "l."Y, 229. 



The :.President failed to specify tho xaethod. or ittouoh• 

ing tJ11, prejudJ.oes • « bu·t the probe.hill ty that llo il!iplied 

occasions ho had ett.thoriz,ed Er. Butler to attempt an ex

tension of the 't'JeStern boundary to the ''desert or <}rand 
Ill ' 

J•ra.irie. tt The impending revolt in ~re:x.n.s caused hin to 

urge f,1r .. Butler not to allow tZ.exieo to "'postpone a negotia-
J]/ 

t • .jf' h b ~ ·n ion "'·c,r suo a ounuary •. 

M1" .• Butler's questionable· methods or complying with 

those instrt1otions led to new eha~ges a .. rising from his 

purported attarnJ>t ·to bribe Mexican official~~/ In a letter 

of June 23, lSJl to the President., L1r. Butler v;ri tes guard-

edly that "the in:f''luenoe of rimney. • •. had no doubt of b!i1I ' / ' 
doing its oftioe." Later, he vr.rote the £)resident, t ell1n,?, 

of his attempt to et.feet the 1ttranster ot 'l1exas. 0 When 

nr. Butler approached the Mexic:t:in Secretary of State tNi th 

this delio~t.e question, he was tc,ld that t.lle riexiean ::iovern

m.ent laeked the constitutional authorlty t.c, trcn1.~for i.I:1eJms 

because the land was owned jointly by several states and 

vm .. i15 not national dol'lutin. rv1r. But1er assured the President 

in his re,ort that the subject ":.nas:i aJ.t)rcached vd thout 

)1/ Stenberg, loc. cit., XIII, 220 .. 

"""' .. ,. ... , ......... 
.i~J....L, 
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intimating ths.t the United Staton had. any desire to 't1~00JE.e 

the C'Vmer. 0 He ao.d.ed that he did not <H?nsid.er the lack 

of eons·t:i tu.tionul mJ..t.b.or:tty a 1z:-erioua .:ibstacle. br:H:?~use he ·w 
folt thnt. the .seoret.ary'o "scruples'' could b0 1'obliterataa. .. n 

its oft"'ioe? 

as his a:v.rrrovnl for.· th.o discreet 1,:rinner in vrhioh iirr .• Du.tliBr 

hatl approached the subject. He ,~...a,s reluctant to accept 

1te:tioo.•s conto11tion that they lacked. con.:.stitutional .a.uthor-

i ty ·t.o part 'lNi th -Texas., This• he felt, 1,1,ruJ just an ex.cusa w '• 
to tto.els.yn tho negotiations,. Durinz; t,.he. next t01i·: racnt.h.s 

:.lr •. Butler r1s.f:ice perstste~nt efforts to obtain a favorabl,a 

boundat'r settleme.nt. In the l~tter ,p,art of 1832, he re

porte·d that h~ felt there ,ms a poosil1ilitl'" of extendiJlg. 

·the 'boundary "t,o the Colorado Hiver it the n.e,goti.nti onn v:e:ra 

1'tv1ndlod. 2,roperly-'91 1.I'his cpth1ist:te . l"llpor.t did. not :rep-

VJ1 th tho Ue~ioan revolution, Santa, Anna b,:;:oatne 

W :r:u.tler t,o Jewkson, Gctoher 6, 1£131, Basst:)tt, editor. 
- C) .. cit •. IV, '154. . . . .., 

---..... ~~~ - ., .,.J 

W ~T,HJl:ion · to Butler\ Decia:mber 9, 1831,j.hia .• J IV" 380. 



confer wi.th r::.r. Butler a.bout a bom1de..ry ·which would l)€l 

v:o.s irz d.ire 

stable finanoial ccm.di tions 1n Mexico \ii:rould have in:Ju:t•ed 

?:resident that the; disputou territory b,e useized. by f'oro.e. ,t 

ped.ition, himself' if' hQ W0.l'€ giVGil /il ~thin(:.U .Si.milar to 

,..-ii--"'!llt"--·-·-·-------------·---------
1 1 I "r'h • '.l Y'"'F''' I. / 6 -+·t; .a..,.,1r., .:;,-.J.J. 1 ~·o·. 

1..,5/ Jessie s. Reeve:3, 

1/1/ 
::t.J./ 

·t'>ol1" 7., 
,I,. ...... ' .,...,,,.. -· 

-',-, r··r·""'"' 
J..,J.J.4 ! 
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tiaticns reaobed a 

CO.lJ.30 :Butler con-

clisn.issal. Lr .. Butler's affiliation v.lith the 1'e1:J.1.:J L&nd 

Gorc;pa11y convinced President Jackson that l:lis minister's 

Butler's rm:tovetl. 

zu .. ccess,:ful corn.-. 

w r-r !~::t .. Doc. .m, 25 Gon'·ff l l5H::1~,rn • so. ~· - . f:;;• •· ' 
w u Ex. Doc. ~- - - 256 -·' 21;, Cong .• , l sess. J 4 .. , 

IJO/ -~·'IP' 

Ex .• Doc. ill., 25 Cong. 2 seas. l:59. !i·• - l ' 



:ZOVernrnent., r.r11e ebullience of a:nti-.. ~1a1•ican :f'eeling in 

tt£t t country constituted. a $erious obstacle ·to tho re• 

establisl:unont of friendly relations. The ill ;t'(!)eling, 

i:;lh.ich ·was a result of t~r. Butler'c duplicity, took m. iao:re 

serious fo.rr:1 of expression v.d1en Ilexicat1s per:potratod. in• w .· 
o~llts to ·tho A:m.erioan fle.,r;. The President gave Wr. Ellis 

perm.ission to s.rielt reparation. tor these aota i but the 

latter reported on January 12, 1837 his inability to aooon-

plish this and asl::::ed for per.mission to leave N:~xico. 

Diplow.atio rel.a tic.ms betwoen tl"ie t sq10 cou1".l.tries ".:1.iere 

minister in. Via.sh.ingto:n, learned tltat General Gaines and 

hia ,!lrU",Y had oecupiad the, territory n4,;iar the Sab.ine li'.iver, 

J1e r.s.de a formal protest. Ile maintained. that G·en .. eral Gaine~ 

should eonfin~J his ncti viti.es to the nkn.ovm. terri to.ry or 

the U:ni'ted Stater.~ .• " aa the disputed territory t-tas the 

prcpert;r o.f w;Dco until a boundary ocnt:misaion n adjudged 

it ot.hentise., u !!e aooompaniod this d.enounceJ:nent ':i~i-th a 

•,varning th.at the United .States had better ~·'keep hands o:r"'f 1I 

until i:PJoh a deci.sion v:1t:t1"} ma.de •. 

auoh bellige1~ence on the part of th(:) JlJe:Kiccm officials 

prorn.ptod l>resident Jackson to assure !tr. Grostiza that tho 

21) lh!§. •• 249. 



20 . 

etfoct on the final boundary settlement . But Mr. Grontiza 

,ms not assuaged; e.nd when he learoo d that President 

Jackson wo5i~ not recall the Gaineo expedition , he demanded 

his pas~port'. 

Prior to his ,,ithdrawal frot1 \ ashington , Mr. Grostiza 

had been accused or publishing and circulating a pamphlet 

in which he accused the United States or "pror.:oting" a 

revolution in Tell' and ot "keepin~ bad faith" in the boun

dary negotiations . Ur. Buchanai1 . chaiman or the Cornittea 

on Foreign A:rfairs , denanded an apology for thia reflection 

on .America ' s honor. It \'fas later learned that tho £exioan 

government had given i t s consent to the publication of 

this pamphlet . At times during the next tew weeks t he two 

countries were on tho verge o~ going to ~~r. Drastic 

action was nvorted mainly by the efforts of ~ens.tors Clay 

and Adm...s · ·ho advised a mor~ noderate· means of settling 
29./ 

t he differences . 

This violent outburst of international 111 \'Till did 

not tacilitate 1.r. Ellis ' attempt to reopen the '1Bgo

tiations for a boundary settlement. The objections to his 

overtures voiced tho anti- An:erioan feeling that ran rampant 
21/ 

in Mexico . Cn several occasions , 11r. llis was threatened 

and subjected to insults . On December 28, 18J6 , President 

Jackson broke off diplomatic relations with !·ertcc , and 

2ltJ Jeports .Q!. ~ Co;70.itteo ,2n Foreign il:lations , u. s. 
0 enate , 11e9- 19Ql , .. aahington : 19 1, v, 76. 

!jj/ ~ •• 77 • . 
~ uketcl.es or the e tcs and l~oeoediru!s 2£. B!£. ~ Conn., 1 sese., aaiiiiigton: l8Jw;-~v , 94. " 
21/ g. !!,. ~ . 103, 24 Con~. , 2 sess , 20 . 
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The reoognition of Texas ti.ad been a controversial 

subject was q_uite different now trow, his earlier attitude. 

ln h.is armua.l :w.ossago to Congress or Au0u.st 13 "· 1836, l1e 

still stand aJ.oof and :r,.ai.ntain our present attitude • •• • 
· U.'lltil one of th..o gre~.t .foreign I->ov..reri/3hall rcoognize t:1e 

independence of the lliew gmrernnent. u Later developr;;.ents 

lone his o.,?n action indicated a 

Th~ nev1ly .fol"rg,ed govern:men.t or 1l'exas soon recognized 

suirig :ner:otiations to 'be fraug:ht. vrith. D!lny iii:ff1eult 

situri.ticms end much labor·ious diplomatic acrti vi ty bef ora 

The fi:r-st discordant note was strttck when the United 

Sta.tes reasi:rnrted lier old claim to a bou.:mla.ry on th.0 Hio 

JJ 
y 

.~!TI .:~ ,..... .t 

,,Ula.Tl Nevins, ed.itor, o·p,. cit .• ,. 474. 
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rand 
Ji 

er . is cl had been pre ente durin the 

gotiation th e co a did UC to C e serious 

difficultie in t diplo t c relation b t 1een the 'b o 
!.ti 

countries . he United tates cont d d that ·ex s ha 

rej ct d by ~ea . Its pre id nt , Stephen • P.ustin , in-

struct t X nis r in h on to nnounce the 

bou dari of th r pu lie as be inning at the outh of 

tl~e Sabin 1 er and runn1n north rd to th d 1ver , 

toll . ing th lOOtl id. n , th n follo~-
§] 

iv r to t 

ing t e line de cribed in 

ori inally pl nn d to cl 

re ty o 1 9. 

l territo north tc JO de;:r ~ 

d est to e cific Ocean b t o d to el be-

caus t e ve lt at it c uld not co trol 
11 

" derin popul ion o di tan • " 

Th clai in Te jurisd1c ion over half of e 

e nd ~ bi ive s denounc y ral o ~icial in 

Congre.., i onal Globe , 29 on • .t 1 s a , 809 . 

Geor e 
oft 
- erlca 1J2. 

11 ster of 
' 

II , pen :x ' 7 .. 
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e ct tion 11 t . xieo r h rtly o r 
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In l ) t tat· lncurr t 

0 o_ fo .ing io._ cla1 e 
9./ 

s ' cret ry cf St t 
' • • Irie , 
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is 1· of th o-

lution t t 1 eoul not b e ed ... art a"" t 

• no , e St te ' ,.._ re d ' 

t l t J,.. ere son or ti ru.s-" 
di t t t e d ... r th t ' 1 r io 

oe ·t n. It not voyo t t t e . 

s, cit b 1llor ,, i r , 
IV. 

2/ G rri on, edi , o • cit., II , 291 . 

Ji ll?H· , 319 . 
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110th countries sent ;represe1:rtati ves to ,!!!. co:nve:ntion 

at wb:lch a :ueii1 t.reaty was rat:i.fied or. October 12, l3Jt1., 

year tc ,survey ~i:;he boundur:t described i:n the tramty cf 
w 

ldl9. · Congress iJ,pproved 

.£athoilg;.h t.he two countries .rrH::oa.1:liz.ed tlle neoessity 

for· the. S'Ul"Vey . they C OU.ld 110t a.greo (m just ll01i'l 1HUGh._ Of . .. . . . .. 

I.bid., 
~· 

,•, 

u -· 
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Latu.re hed not npprop:riated sufficient Eo:ney to nark tho 

entire line. it could no't eoncur in the pla11. On 1':areh 

that his government did not "w1.ah to run tho linSc, a-t 

pfesent. farther than the lOOt-b. degree of west lortgi tude 

to a point on Red Iii ve:r 1 tt leaving tl1e rest ot the distance 

"to bo run at a future t.in1e '.':.hen it oru.1 be done at less 
. '¥:I ffl e:r.:penmh · lhat part af the boundary extending ·trhrottr;h 

unsettled Indian country was not surve1~ed beoa~e of t!1e 

danger er Indian attacks. 

Fortunately I this questioi·t did not beoor~ a serious 

issue; i.t \\'as settled on 1lpril l), 18)8, when the Texas 

td.nister in Washin6ton :reported that "the United Strites 

.na.d receded fr<:h~ their i'on:1er demand that, the wl1ole line ¥JI . 
be surveyed. 1 There v.-as another quest.ion, ho\1eve:r, that 

prevented the .restorati,on of amica.ble relations betv1een 

the two eove:.M:'lments. "l~e United ·states eonten.de·d that tlle 

l~eches Ri var, and not tl1a Sabine, waa the true eastern 
lQ/ 

bcundary der;cribed 1:n the treaty of 1S19. Secretary 

!2} Garrison. editor, oo .. £!1• • II. 238: .• 

319. 

llf .!!Ui!•, 325. 

18/ 1:.:til1er. editor,. <?!?.• cit •• IV. 136. 



orsyt e ot t Unite State pointed out t t si ce 

this ri er s or pro inent nd ore navi ble t ian t 

s bi 

O is 

' it 

d in 

t hav b en t 'ha river 

d hen thy de the 

The Texa e repl1 th t the boun cy ro-

isions oft e treaty of 1819 ere lio1t and t t the 

could ot be "co stru d to mean anythint!' at.her than the 
20/ 

s bi.e i er as 1 d do in lish'"' p or l 1 • 

T e ct th t ha disput d re involved ten thous-

e VO e s to th f 0 t a ... tl o Unit ed tat .:1 

to t blis a lib r l inter retation of th t aty. he 

pret naions re ba doned , ho ever, l n t Unit Jt tes' 

C 1siJio ere ined t t o rivers and inf'oniad r . 

orsyt e that there B.B little hope or sustainin the 
21/ 

cl • 

The gency or the it tion st ne t sel otion 

or c01 issioners o dut it s to a · e on t valid1 t 

or on or the ala 

c n e 

the f'i 

in t e p rs 

l selection 

t tho 1n t1 1 eoti 

• Politic diff renc s caused sev · l 

el oft em xas c ·ssion efore 
· 22/ 

as co pleted on October 2J , 1839 . 

s rather bitte diver ence 

of op ion, as ach g roup ied th t~e other to ee e 

1::i./ g. _z,. 12£9.. 51 , ~7 Cong., 2 s s . , 7. 
20/ rr so , editor , o • cit., I , 2 7 . 

, 27 Con ., 2 se-s ., 17. 

22/ Ibid ., · 4 . 



28. 

the oost favorable concessions or tho boundary questions 
w 

on the basis ot the interpretation or the treaty of 1e19. 

This ~eating , hel d on Eebruary 16 , 18~0 , revealed 

that the Texas oour11asion had ao instrunento to oarry out 

its part ot the survey. Mr. Graham, the a~orican surveyor , 

offered to permit tho Texas ocr.."'Jissioner to check every 

oboerystion he made and in this manner rua.ke one set of 

instruments sut'fiee for both grcu:>s . Mr. Hunt of Texes 

did not feel t hat he could rely on l1.mcrioan ob3ervations 

and refused the otter. Re denrr--ndcd that the survey be 

post poned until the Texas commissioner received his in-
W 

strum.ants . 

During this delay , the commissioners became involved 

in a dispute over the re aning of' thnt part of the treaty 

of 1819 \vhich roferred to the Sabine , iver. .Mr. Hunt or 
Texas IL.aintained that the real bank of the river was t.ne 

cne i1h1ch was , o.t times , submerged in the en.in channel 
w 

of the river. lJossra . Ada.ms and de Onis had railed to 

reveal their intentions concerning this point as well as 

to mako clear whether or not they intended to include the 

Sabine River and Sabine ~ass as part ot the boundary line. 

The Texas Conlt'.!iss1on , 1n order to protect harbor and wha.rv~s 

which the oi tizcns or Texas had built. to ta}~e ouro of the 

Sabine River tratfio, suggested that the naJ::ers of the 

treaty cf 1819 did not i ntend to ineludo the Gabine as 

part or the boundary. For if t he Uni~ed States assumed 

ZJ/ Ibid., 17. 
wills•, 18 . 
~ ~ ., 23- 27. 



OS esion of he e t b · or t e river t 0 l e n 

th t t e p rti wo• tall 1nder th juri diction ot 

ht ov r ent. To ort th re,, ent, . r. ll t 

0 t out t - t th.e elis , S""eCi e b tr ., 
ot 1 ~19, i ot er t e ~ bi e lak and ass a.;) b ein 

26/ 
1 t l t ri r . unr rtu tel , ee l.S 

Oni s th se of hich non 

eY.1 t nt t th ti or hi is t • 1 e Unit s ates ' 

s er t of ut te ote in V in to s eral nu lish ra 1 
2:11 

tte t to loc t one or these s . Ile as info ed , 

... rtar o l onth or ea eh , t at o uc.h a 

11 l . he only hich coul be loc t d a n 

co yr1 he-do • bl1s in 1819 . ec us not 

t .... e cl e it could not, o o urne , b he r -

ction of thi p ~ rious blO\': to exas ' conten-

t on ' r r it h d, to cert i xt nt , 0 e t e out . 

the T C ion b C co vi Cd th tit 

· ould be n bl t bli h t J it s l ested t 

onl. t 1 the l k r ;red t t _at time , 

1 vi t ere t to be d 0 te in d 1 ter. T e Unitor1 tat 

Bin :ruse e t o tis n a tio d n ... i ted w 
th t the 11 e be urvey • 

26/ - · ::...:, • ....2._g_ • .ill, 25 on'., 2 oe . , ·rr , 25 . 

z;J} lltl!•, 19 . 

28 ~ - !!.2£.. 1 , 27 on ., 2 ea . , 46 . 

~ Ibid . , 25 . 
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, •· 
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e Tez.r,i, s t- on offered another lte uiti ve : that e e 

oup e n e endent survey and theJ let their respeo-

tive ovornrn.ents deoi eon ·hich eur ey ~houl acepted 

offici l. This su neetion , 11 e th9 p e ious on , · 
.lQ/ 

re cted by the Unit d States . 

Thi reeua ce on the p rt of the U ited St eG co -

.. ission oe. el! • r . 1 unt to retu~ e ta be 1n th urve until 

he coul obtain mo e favorable to e . In the xt frn 

ek.- vol .es of' ar ents · h1ch re-vi d th entir hiB-
.ll/ 

tor or the Ad ,:s, end de Onie ne:..,otiat1ons ere revie ie • 

opos L:3 nd count r proposal , re of erad by Texas , 

but tr . verton, repr a ntln the United tate , e. ined 

ar..ant thr stened to abandon the survev if exas per-

siste in he pretensions.. This thre t caused -r .. ~ unt .... o 

rolin uish his el and a .;:ree to be 1n t! e survey t 

one . 

In accor a,ce with r . Overton ' nr- , t e 

locat · on s dete dnad P. t tbc6 1"01rth or the Seb · n River 

on the •ent nk. The location w s r'.ec. ith a mo 

i!ty -re t de I the center ot io. ,as desi ated ·1th 

a thirty oot ole . Nea!" the base of this pole - • s \ uried 

- bottle which con~ainod the followin" 1nnori tion : .... 

Be it reme bered , that on the 21 day ay, 1 1..0 , 
th de& rkation of' the boundary bet11een the Uni te 
States a t1 republie of Te ·rn :as be t t 'is 

JQ/ Ibi • . , J7 1 38 . 

J1} Ibi~ •• 40 . 
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develop ent caused tl uni d St tes to rasa an act to 

elio- te the e e gc ci s · ia aced o ;opula tion. 

a.sac on Jun 5, 1844-, t is net )e · t-ced ho r esidon ts 

or the a fee~ d ea t ov .... their poe ession c osa t 

line, :l ere th coul r 
El 

ta.in hei ci izenship in the 

Uni to t t s . 

J.:h pe le ile e lv s 0: tlda and moved 

lie soon ound uol action unnocessary. ? 

e ac 

cir tanc .e ho" by ich t oae ·ho rorr.ainou in 

the re ion obta · ane end :it out o crif1cing thei 

h O • 

.... cc "l nt h ann xa ion of 1 as . 

~or se eral yea n t i hed b .en t'le su joct of !'lB.D.Y a 

co 7 -icna.1 s ute . Tho re- tate and slave at t 

le der Q fo -ht bitt 
:J!1/ 

mion . Te:xa had r1 d-

ly over ing Te:-:: ... s into tl e 

everal attemrh,S to joit the ur...ion 

· ut failc to a .. quire the nece.ssary s P .. or in Gen rc!..s . 

nly h-an i becs.,,~e ~..... ·n tha Te a .... · d been courting 

he favor c:f England d · d Oongresa ma. a a serious ef':t'ort 
w 

to nnex that count ry.. l o.rthe -n o •..-,osition , h0'.1evel" , 

o uae the defeat ~ t· c o.nne tlo.n. bill pr ... sea.ted o June 

10 , 1 44. .... e a.tor c0 si<iero t.u1s detoat "an in tor-

:posi tio of 
. ht V'Q j V'hiClJ. ... oped \VO l1d be per-Q 

!zQ/ 
t nt.. i is osi ion grm" out of a fe that suoh an aot 

~1 ,, 
' 674. 

------ or tno Debates ,!.!!. Con µ:css , V , 574- SO . 

ves cm.cenu 
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n:ti on bill o:n. 

ini tinti'\'l'e • • • should b o te.I;;en bY 

th.ei!' sta:te. 

Ji!/ Blair and Rives, joint editors, <>R• e_it.., S4 .. 

lt~f AJ.lai:. Ne,;rins, editor, -q,e~ cit .. , 571. 

liJJ !I._ .. §. .. ~tat. at I.a;r¥.e, XI, 1.08. 
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.3 

C 

e 11.mits oft ne st : r . escr .i Je · b ' on-

r1"'e3Q A_S It th r'" .... territory pronorly incl od 

i htr 11y b 1 n to the .epublic o ex c . This 

V e verbi ge ec t e sour e o s -.e co .plio t d liti-

gain as there as uch diver·enc or opi ion as to ho 

uc te rito y s included in th wt te of ex • art 

0 h1 area was r t e ot al controver y 

hen e '"a old r ~ 10 ,000 1 000 all her territory orth 

0 36- )0 11 as th 
y s strip of land be een t 10th an 

lOJr eridian , to th cent lg ve.r cip o-

cated by relinquis 
JI 

ng it cla tote ost half of the 

· bi e 1 • 
o spirit ot enorosity characteriz t e otiation 

t t foll over th He iver . boundary been 

di tions bet eon t e ni ed 

t t an~ tte s veral ooun re ad co aider it a 

art o_ t heir boun ry. It had been t kn or n.ted t t 

t ~ rea~y o 1 19 e adequate deline to oft is 

11 !l· -· ~ -u Lar • • 797 . 

y u. - • ~- il ' 446 . 

i Cl1C~J.. •• e -... .. 
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1 ~ry 
.. <ho!, t ' 

en.tr· ser1;1.i-;o.1.."ic i11 tlie Ui1i:_ed .LJtat,eG 0011f~;1~t1S;] be 
inst::r:"lJCt-£:'Hl e:rtd our I'fi!H:'@::{entati Yes req,11.E:i?:Jt\Jd, 
~o :::rc;c;r;:~ t,ho _;)a~rn,;}B. of. a ;a,,:;·. 3:;ivin:f t.?. th~ 
;..,tate o... J.exHs, c1 v:i..1. J ur1.sd1ct1on over l,ne 
s,cut,11 l1a_11~ .:;~11rl e11rir.~ir1:al jt1ri;:?:d.ict,ior1 c~.;e1:t· ·tl1.e 
whole of RtJ(l itiver, frm:a the point v1here the 
c:rig_ir1al bour1:i~t·z1 .lir1tJ be·t-r~:"ce.:-1 't,i.10 \J!ti~~ed ;Jt,ctt0s 
and the lete republic of Texas strike~i said 1:?.ed W 
River, ·to t.l'le lUOth de,;ree of west; lcngi'tuc11.::;. 

cleu:e. 

~r!11is riev; di s,1)11ta- ViTa8 'br~oru:i.eI~ i11 s cc-::;e. i.r1 t:l!J:1 t it in-
the 

,~~{)l~l~~tl tJJ.t~ crr:.ri1e1·0l1if~ C·f ~t-.tiG 'te1~rj .. t\.:r;/ b·{i~t·f:,,:;;·~t-l\l t~o:etl-: a:nAi 

f-,J 
it 

__. ·"' I 

sess.,. V. 1-S:. corresponclenee 
f mrn.d in ~~. .:;:,i;.. J.22.g_. 24 • Jl 
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oocu i t e ar b eon tl 0 J. r l r 11 

C in on 8 0 

tl~ cc r 1 0 i C i.; ed s d . e 
§I 

0 rote:st .• on • 

J.:h ·1 0 d t; n e1 t.oJ. n 

t rit"' .&cl. Cl r b n 

e ... ul 0 \I i l.' n o ... n . J.h s 

l l d n 1..4 

a :y i n·ted .... t r .. , but 

"ey th ·a r or 

chan 1 -·i e • ura ly , t n r 

1 l 45 ~ue ... xa. ted th i n. • ars 

la 
,., 

1 d r ... . ..., . l' e g e u 

of ver d scov a cl {0 for • o'f 

.,.aro:r s i di .1 O' u el r , eca 

e a ·roueou oc 1or 0 1 th 
9J 

0 t1 a n lu5o J. d , i 

or J. C1. J.iV t t 00 h 
10/ 

n i r • 

e tor 0 iLt t.. 1 0 

ridia 
' 

p 0 u 0 ,1 nt £ 

sur y r s 1 ner to .. , 
,J." - ..L 

ointe b t ~ ederal ova n:.. ant to det t e tru 

§) 

0 •, l . ' . . 



loo tion of the e ive bo 
w 

dary. Govern r S " ouston 

of ox s instructed t C ssioner of ht state s 

fol ows: 

In tho prosecution , th nor t surv y you dll 
be ided by elish ' ap and insist u on the 
north fork of Re ver as the ain o oxo 
• • • the true bo n a l1ne as d scribed in 12/ 
t treat or 1819 . 

37. 

r . Hou ton ' s contention · s , sis • b aed on ,elish ' o 

r.: p . hich he indioat d desi t d t. c nort 1 .fork or tl a 
111 

ed ·uver as t e in stre • en th co s1oners 

i'i ally met the ere una le a uin too. ree on the ri ts 

of t eir re paoti e V r nt . 

The co s1one or th c ntr l_ r ont di r rd 

1:exas ' cla s nd locat d the initi 1 on of the sur-

vey on the so t b nk or e sout for of t ied iver , 

at it intersection 1th the lOOt m ridian . h i s b noh , 

thy cl . d , s t a t'icial bo dary be een Texas and 

th Unit d ~t tes . he iseioners rejected tis . 

e proceeded to th north fork of th river nd e tab-

lished th t br ch ~h only aco pt ble boundary. 

ex s eonsi ed th o dary qu stion s ttled , ho -

ever , without any re son to ass the central ove 

11/ u. _. ~ . !!..... Lar , ~ , 319 . 

12/ _. Rept . 1282 , o . £11., 2. 

1J/ n r~ality there re no br nc cs 
ridi n oho on this ..ap . 

-· 

to ... the 100th 
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cqui c nee tot 1s clai , p on ebr ry ~, 1860 n 

ct ich create Gr er county. 1a county , 001 posed of 

the enti e disputed re , s eel to h V th oll in 

0 

Do 
l n • 

d 
enco ru up 
sou 1 or· nd 
r to its inter-

o rost lon itude ; 
for o rairie 

tat river tot 1Ji/ 

fe onths l ter , on prii 2S , t e Governor or ex s 

in truct don o his con ress n to intro uc bill 

o s cur tt. c ntr 1 over .ent ' accept nee of. 
w 

Con re 

this ct hi.ch fo ed er count . repr sen ti e 

told to in ist upon t e orth or of e iver a t e tru 

bounda y line b een t e nit d utat- exa.s . 

tou d the fader lg er 

juri diction o er tis 

s unable to eouro 

hot h the centr 

ent luct 

l.lion an a 

t 

1 

linqui ·ts 
16/ 

acre are , nd 

o t 1.e act . 

over .• e t V :r a O it 1cti 

to eY ~, jurisdiction o e vreer co ty , e co. tin d 

ill 
to ocou y t tr io an ext d 1 l and in titu ions . 

Conflicts b an to ri 

J:i./ United __ _ 

16/ ~ · ~ - 2 2 , 
11) a" Gitt1n 

0 n I Vl(. 

e een 

• 

thoriti o Texa 

11 , rt . 28 G; cited by 
• ...i . , 1 • e ., 39- 40 , 67 . 

. , 3 ., 1 . ed .1 39- 40, 67 . 

' 1 . 



tle United St te , both o h atte pt to ov i 

th i ute re . loodshed nd d th re ult d tr so e 

o t e co licts and attest d 

i e i te settl ent of the atr 

o t n cossity of an 
18/ 

le . fte 1 79 the 

ult te t n tion of tle r t t tus b C e ore ;;) 

co plic t d. Con r ere t d a ne u ici 1 diatric in 

north ... Texn and eclo.re e r t to b it n t o 
w 

li ts o tl dist ict . Te car i d this ct t e 

c ntr 1 overru: ent ' s reco mi ticn o"' Greer cou ty n 

in ... e 1 art or t t st te . This att1tu·e . a cncour ed 

further by the act th t t C resident~ of ree county had 

been e tted o vot s r side ts of xas in e l t 
20/ 

t 0 esidenti 1 eleetio s . 

Tex s • persist nee in hold1 . risdiction over re r 

county cau ed Con ss to point sp .... cial c tt e to 

dete in if t r er ui'ficiont evidence to just f· a 
21./ 

o ed 1ver oundary. 

hi itt e co sidered the cs d re ort d that, 

its op1 ion , t south fork or ivcr s the true 

bo dry d Te:xa ' cl s to a bo ry on the north to 

19/ 1 . et . 1282 , 2...• .21:E.•, J . 

1J) u. _ . .....1._. tl Large , , J18 . 

20/ llin , .Q...• &_., 78 . 

21/ Tti re ort is cot ined in _. ept . ~ . 47 Con ., 
l se s ., l 

40 . 
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un rra te. t r eo. n 
' eve• tha urth r 

1 ve i tion e in tion 1th Tex o fici ... 

should be de efo e definite dete ati n could e 

a.e . 

.Lh nte ior nt he ollo rin 

r o lle tin vid nee th t "'Oul suust nti t t e 

cl 1 a oft e c ntr l - ve e t h t ; (1 t e tr ty a 

119 d defin d t e o dary of A d t ·.on-

in t e ortn fork th n s r , ; ( 2 ) the t r a 

. xico d co ir d t e v lidit o .. s 1 its a 

e oxas p rt or th t country; cos quently t 

s e bo s till ill! ore ; ( J) t e r ·olu. · on hie 

tted To · into t nion d d scr1 d t st te as 

the t _ritory properly incl ded it . n nd ri h J.Ully 

; 2{~ is b lon in to t e republic of Te a ct coul at be 

const ued to e t t reor cou ty :a~ 1 clu ed p rt 

of the state t e tie of it a nex tion) (4) th s rv 1 

of Jones nd Bro had d te ine t outh ork _ ic 

u 0V nt six o a.i 6 81'\d 1 t i e li ... n idth , 

h11 e no , in e s e localit , e r d onl 
w c ent e cl.. n i • s min tr of C d 

iv r · ( 5 J i 1850 the outh b 0 the river t cl o n 

d t d t o .picial boun "'r in the pres cc of the 

X on s.o ld be C as e i ence or th t 

22/ -· ci . ....:L!• _Ji. • 797 • 

2 32 o. ; . , 2 a es .; a ' cy .. 
a 0 e 

• 20 • 
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acceptance or the south fork 
w 

s the boundary line . t t ' 

Th co trove· i 1 vi ence ca1 ad further ostpone-

ent o th Gr r oou.ty dec·s1 n ~t l oro con~ usive 

avid nc oo l ace· . ll te • i t er l ~ o se ral 

year h follo ed , h dreds o arn:iero ca.ttl en 

settle int e 1st iot . i nally , on JRn ry 6 , 1882 , 

t e Gov rn r o~ 'e s wrot the ~re d .to tle ni·ed 

St tes as-1 for ed1 te settl ent o the disput . 

ure the sid nt th the s oo i nt th t th t rri-

tory b lo e to ex 
' 

ho had issued a lar o amo t of 

the land to veter s of the :x: s revolution . Th19 isauanc 

of thes ed 

,. de 1n the juri 1ct1o 

hen it beeru e parent th.at ex s ould not ce iv 

ny uch ssur nee , its 1 al ature ed an act on i8. 

2 ,182 , h1ch desi ated t h no th for of .Re ivor as 
27/ 

the official bo d ry line . X"' sen tor , at the ug-

estion ot ov rnor , 1ntrod ced si r bill in 

Co resa hich ould s acur this ound ry ang 71vo e:xas 

civil juri dictio to t h i ddle of d iver. other bill 

as D es nted a t t e t e to create f der 1 co -

1o to settl th is ute . Bot er r t d une , 18 2 . 

?6/ -· __& . 

211 !1?!g_. • 1 • 

, 4 Con • , 1 e • , V, 5. 

2 I Il• et. 12 2 , 47 Co ., 1 se s ., II , 1 . 



?o e r l ter , Co re s, no· full re th t the 

boundarie could not e pe itted to e·ain uncertai t 

pa d act on J uar7 )l , 18 5, hi he t oriz d the 

Pr i to "d t 1 o e or or oft co ':J t C "to 

ct in nj1. ct ion 1th C iosion fr exa in a 

f'fort to uet ne 1.h.ic r not of the river sho 1 e 
!:2/ 

tn bo d r . ~h in ~ti ·ion or the ee te 

co tt revealed th t t e ton r bil ;ac inadeq t • th t 

o e or to of icere or could not ~ettle toques-

ticn. h na.te co tt c secur•d t ass e of uothcr 

bill · ch ore t cd 

bound rv acco 

Tho cone tion 

ation it i 3Ued 

oun ary : 

be 

This delin ation 

to et"tl th 0 

ersy. t s 

2 1! e . t t 

co 1 
. on to th e er 

JO/ 
nee '11th the tr l 19. 

t a .sch dul d · ft due delib r -

.follo ng c!efinitio 

t 

a. tl e • ed "'iv r 

r 
enoe 

the.. south 
orth :llJ 

JO 

nt very 1 t 1 , cert inl not enou h 

ry qu stion or t re r co ty ontro-

th bo lon / d or uld 

I , 296-9'/ . 

exa~ , 162 U •• , a o . J9 , 75 . 

J1/ . allo • CO~~D ., .Q_ • .ill·, : , 1159 . 



e e d to e lOOt ,eridian ad then o no th, o fe in 

th o ortunity to eonte d t t the literal 1 tr-

ret tio o t e re of 119 u d lace t e disputed 

hin tho l its o_ tha t state , thi p 

ho· t 
J.2/ 

.Ri e • 

eridi n :'bein ea t o t 

ch evi · aurv er'di 

fork or e 

h d locat 

th lin di:f ·eren ad a reed i n o 1 on 

t 1 he o i · ion ft lin on ta · lia 

s ineorr t . l e rown nd Jone a o-r 1858 had 

locat th eridi e of the fo -s of the r ve . 

survey , hich fa or t co1tention 0 he C t l 

t, had to b reject d a·ev1 ence , Clar 

o-r l 60 she it lso to b in erro . 

An ast er , th ploy o ... ex 
' urv Y t e 

line a ain 1 1892 and t .0 l rl·· urvey to be 
J!d 

3,900 r et tot th true 11n . 

The central go rt ent eer ed t n01 of t ese 

C n..&.lictin surveys oul 8 d 8 vi ence in t e Gr r 

county cs 0 e r i te nnot -urv .. hioh ould 
.,,. 

Bl • ...:!.• ~ . L r 1 /3, I , 310 . 

.W L• - • _Q.£. • 122., 57 von • , 2 . , 2. 

1JJ:/ _. .2• Bulletin, l J , 31 • 



ko ie t n 1 d t .in an o 
121 

lire . 



hile t e survey a bei ~ oa;pleted , Prosidc t 

rover Cl vel n issued a proel ation ich ave vide c 

of the o t •s intention to c ist in its cle 

to er county . Given on eoe ber JO , 1867 , it st ted 

th t re r co ty s a.rt ot t Indian Territor ich 

s se t tr b t o t1 ....... or'" of d iv r. 

sident Cleveland onia ed 11 p rson fr urohasin 

y territory or att ptin toe roi e n ut ority ove:t 
6 

th re"""ion . 

o re d .ot co sider President Cl vel n· •s ro-

C tion s fieient to ssure the U itod t t Juris -

diction of Gree oo t nd pas e n ct in l 90 hich 

a thorized the e. ttor ey •e eral to rosecute th fin l 

ote 1 ation of o ership of the d lyin0 bet en 
rJ) 

north d out forka or d iv r . 

ihe tri 1 hich follo es lon a t dious . e 

state o xa cla d that Greer county had been pl c d 

46 . 

rl.t in its li ta by t 

ten the Unite Stat o 

t eatios or F bruary 22 , 1817 {b -

d Sp in) , Januar 12 . 182 (be-

teen the nited wt tea a exico) , nd pr11 l-5, lo)S 

(b t e., 

or 
how tn 

1f:./ £.. ~· 

J1/ u. - · 

h Uni e t tes an~ t e ulic of x s • . 11 

tre tie ati~ul to th 0 rol l h ' that 

e ... i ia.l to b st o a for ~s o , d 11 r , 

utat . il Lar o , --,;:v , 1484. 

I , 92 . 



t 1 oin Geer co t ·oft iG line nd it in 

e 1· its of Te • no er velop o t tla favo ed 

ax s ion OL the ssi t t attorn 

o t on rli ( u¥ t 29 1 1394} h re the 

d c isio t t t e bound ry bet ·ee e ln ian ie titory 

t 1, ot t c1' T is t lin 1 1 0 

cl nnel o ... the e iver s it xi t ··hen "e as 
YE.I 

to the Un t d ut-t s . ~ Tis decisio~ , accor 

to cont ntions of e s , oul t blish tho orth 

as th in C el . uoh clai !!'t b s on"' t ct 

t 1 urv s ad ecide t t th ut or s 

ct t e n tr b o us it co tai ed r 

0 l r , 

c nta d t OU 

t or h ... or o .. t c r1 
:J:11 . 

o t t o ye r . l is ·. e 

born out J hat t ony of ny re ident oft re ion 

rho cl t hj ol dpanish ~r~il , used by t i oa 

n Indi 
' 

e nor or hich ad ·my 

ee. oonsi re y to 
40/ 

people o he in tr of 

ed Ri er. 2_1or to e trial , olon 1 S 1 el 01 t e 

Tex "'litia db en d1sa 

t t s a. or iol tin 

JY D l 1 ' op . lli•' 7 • 

w r tt , Th 

y of ic r oft e nlted 

ut ori ty .: o , in c .. 11 

.oire of Gr er , . 
as er es1s , 

J._ • a , 
Colle c, 1938, 56 . • 

ltQ/ t at es 1· as , 162 u. . , • ed . :39 ' 899. 

1. 
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waol<s later, .at' the cuggo.stio11 of Se.c.reta1"J 

of Gtate Calho·c,1.n, an net was passed by CongJ:"oss eu.th.oriz-

o.r::.:y'D fz,llacious belief thn.t Greer cciunt;r vras net a part 

n.atod post ofii ces in the region ns 1iei:ng wi·tltin tb.e state 

jurit.Hliction wa.s inconsistent •. 

t;h~ federal cover.um.ant 1:etaliatod by ecnteuJ.ing ·chat 

tlie t, rea.ty of 1819 had 1n•ovided tor the f'ixing or t.he 

bou..nda.rl' li!.1.e v;i·tn 1aore precision and did not il:l.pl.y that 

the inaccurate l'.Lelisl:l 1~p shoul,l be aci.:Jepted s.o setting 
w 

the .r{;al line.. According to this• 1.Ce.:icas had accepted iri w 
Us50 t!1c true 100th !tJ.eridian as t11e western bcundary. 

iJ -·· 
Ex .• Doe. , - - .=., 
B. Gte.t .. --

2.S Cong., 2 sess. 1, 12. 

J -') I Un1· t.-.v1! S'ta .. t!'J'~ _v_ •. Tm,..,._(;I P,. lo~.., "u·.-. 3 T n•1~ 0 d 39 d-67 ~ ~- - ~A-- 4 • •J ~·- V f - t O • 

/;JJ Ibid.* 867. 



T e U ited tat als 1. a t d 0 t t e .iv 

d 0 cr1 d 1 t .. tr at· of 1819 ru?l st tar 

100 ridi n . i de·ori. tion fitt t . so tA 

h t r oh t e d r , deeper , nd lone e.r.d 

.,o uently t co idere t e L etrea r ther 

t e no1· for hich r in 0 o te direction 
~ 

t ry o t_ e escri:pt 01 • i.c to tl f e 

n ' . r cnts . t 1 e incl·si 0 G int 

o;~th J di i 1 
. t ict in Tc a~ ·ud cial 

d s ot in en e t int.: "'t t t t .... ited 

ti=- e ... C l surr n r t d.:c io over "· dis uted 
46/ 

re • 

The C nt l ent ' s ar e ts e e ..,u:r ... i cien tl 

con 1 cing to c se tle s re e co t t d clar that 

X rror . n re 16, 1- 96 , the au.re. cou t 

d ere tat: 

the t ri tcry ast or tllo 100th , 
nd south r • •. the iort or 
orth o line ollm n ·e ~ r 

ill !ill· 
6 I ic.. . 

to Te s 
te into 

cl s 
ioa . 

ic ... o 

United tate3 .!.• Te s , .Q._. cit ., 90 . 

d 

r,/ 



Thie dec:tsion r:1.a:rLed the en:o. ct Te1:1.~w t jurisdit;tlon 

O"J"GI' Gra0r coun-ty791 Fo-..;;7; yea.:rs lutor ·~he area 1vas i:nclu.detl 

1£!../ 

'jG/ 

On Juno 16. 1906 

tt:n 3 ts.:to or 

71:ie _p~tter~ts t-:llich Texas had iesued to Greer oounty 
vmrc dr~c1ar0rl void. Congress passed a law i'or their 
r~1li':'1f. (t.f~t of11S, .1S97, 29 1 Stat. at Large, 496}. 
?his a.ct gave "_prete:,-ential r:l£,ht tc a cq_uire 160 a.cre::1 
tc r;m.y .~H::n:sor;, in poi~session thereof at a gi vcn dat·c 
al)O·ll.'t t!1e tir~~e of tl1c1 dcci:Jion. n 

n ~· 
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CW ER IV 

. ,U D.:... ~UIT 

he enabling act of 1906 which tt d Okl ho into 

the Union , described the bound ri s of th no state s 

be1 bound on th north and sout by the tat of Te as . 

This act left the Dres on that the boundary at both 

plac s s a land bound ry , but such as not the oase . 

The southern boundary or Oklah did not join exas direc ly 

but a ~eh re alon f1v hundred and thirty fie ile 

or Red iver and looated so o here along the river ' s bed 

hich ran ed fron:. one nd one- half t one- third of a le 
11 

in wid h . Ten klahoma and eleve meas counties lay 

alon the cour e of this river . ~leven percent or kla-

ho ' s o ulation and nine oercent of oxa ' popu tion 
y 

) ar contained in these counties . Thone 11 ence of Congres 

to sp city rhat pe.rt or ed er uld constitute t e 

et ee these t,ro ~tate 

istnderstandin hich accordin 

s res.onsible for the 

to one uthority" as the 

co: lie tee! be de.ry disp t o. ecor . 
J) 

For e eral years t ... ere -..s o disagree!.i.lent a out t e 

bo ry . Tex-=!."" an n o follo- ect th con lie ting 

l/ 258 u. • ' La • ed . 64 , 779 • 
y I e ic.__n oundary Dispute , " ~ 

u Ill, 16) . 

21 
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aotice or s in. joint juris ic .. io 0 t. e 1 r b d . 

T X S h nsm ed 1 jur· dictio ove e r bed , 
1tl 

cin t e er n 1 .ic ·e e te ~ n fro th r a . 

B c oft i ttitude s e~·as ' r us l tc rel1 qui h 

its j ris iction over the out 1_ t ri r ed on 
t 

tn ,/Or er o nty cas s "uno rta n , " "v ue , I 

bi ~ous . " ere o con . st nc 0 a c ion at 

this oint. h ei ht r ilroa a ... C.!.l oro·oed ed 4.i er 

ai t- es to the tat of o lo.ho on t id ic 

ext nde rom nor t 1 t b . h • 

as t"" c iar e y t. r il oa ere i accord 

ith th 0 Okl hO· n 1erc ot 1 C lianc . 
h 

tho or • o chan .... a d tilt 
21 

tr i h d e oss d t e out•1 of river . i -

differe c 00 t unt l 191€! ; eit er s te tte pt d 

to ettlo th 0 ry question t.iCa "' botJ C sid r 

the riv bed s 1 ss . 

oil 1 co e d ... t 13 ·kb 11 tt , oxa • i h 

is located on th~ south a r of th - ver , o ·ev r , 

{ these roll n 

26, 191 the 

ate lad rerJ e ira la. n July 

· rat ; 1.... l 

ro ith C de 11 . or ever 1 d s or,L.. ooul h r l 

r i ~ the. ... t j_ ell , u~ l pro 1 ed 3 , 500 

barrol5 ay al producar . s eral s eptios even 

• .t ote , oa • • 
i ls 014144 , 
Int ri " . 

..J?.__. , 12 . 



sited that to lo. of oil s so • ort of trick . ~ 

Il oft e di co ery spre , Bur b ott bee, et e 

oco of tho nd of ind p toil operators 

p loit result din a notorious oil boo . 

e oil 11 oo spr ad ~o t c bed of e 

os ex-

e . 
' 

e first · 11 brou tin t n tis re s tho pro rt 

of Senator m T .... te an SC 11 t e "Burke ·· en tor 

h ope~ tio~ o t wel under t l 

et 1th biter pot sts fr the tat 

a of 
_gj 

o X • 

Soon arte the Burke nator o. 1 s ·bro ht in o t e 

1 t ot Jan ry , 1919 , ever citi s of nd ne r Grand-

tial , 

nd file 

, rush d to tle sout hal 
1§/ 

of d 1 or 

placer nin cl s . Ont o da , the 

s e o t of lan s clai ed y not er roup . 0 

53 . 

d ys later , thir roup f 11 d on n ad oinin one 1 dr d 

Jj . . and laced in jail by a 
after eh d p id a fine 

of his incident T'm caused 
by r fuo to reco nizc !e o curt 
njunctio hi ch tte .. pted to re ent any :furt er oil 

devel op ent by anyone outside of eras ho co tended 
t t the south h lf of the river s ri hin the juris
diction o1' that state . 

This to. 1~ located five les north or ed !.iv r 
ne rt scene ·or th v lah - Texa oun-

a$'!-r,. isput~ 
<;;:;.u0 ~a & consid one.in , but could not 

b cl i ed und rt of l 62 beoauae 
it . snot fit for 



ii 
n orty acres . 

In the s -!er of 1919 , 11 thr e cla s er con oyed 

tc the Burl:e i vide 011 Com any , ·hi c s to de elop the 

rop ty and e plore 1 possibilities for oil roductio . 

The or1 inal 1ell of thiu co~pany 1a~ located about t,enty 

i e eet fr t e south b oft river and s 1ell 
10/ 

ii thin the aln annel . otual drill.in began on :rovember 

I 7 , 1919 • The · 11 s co :plet d to 1 , 760 feot by pril o-r 

the year . At this t e the drillin top_ d 

bee use of pendi le al dif' ic tie bet een 0 ah.o 

n Tex s . he difference ere te. porar1 ly ostponed , 

and the ell was brou tin on January 2J , 1920 . About 

6v , OOO ha.d 

barre1-s oer 

ended ; production vera ad one thousan 

This va luable property ras not lon~ 1ithin the 

poss saion of the Oklahor:ans . ccordlng tote account 

J ven to t ~e Depart nt ot tle Interior , Ja uary 26 , 19 0 

The Governor of exa.s sen t i a . y of ru f'ians 
exas ·anger s into th state of kla a , a ed 

i h rifle a revol ers ; nd t ose ruffian y 

10/ • c. Ander on , Personal Int er io~ , 5 . r . An rson 
stated that t e 11 1as deliber telJ located thin 
t e a el OL he riv r to avoid any trou l v involvin 
the location o-r the south b nk or t e r1 vor. 

11/ Roote , eJoinder , o . cit ., An ,ond1.x , 12 . 



violence and force took nossession of the Burke 
:}1.~1de property, and in so __ doing_ asms.ulted and 12/ 
brutally beet sorr.a of the i.iurt:a Divide eoployeee .. 

The ~exas Hangers drove otf' all tho Ukl.ahoiJa operators. 

The Durl~e Divide Oil Cori,pany had hired a. force of ei-7.,htoen 

ot these guard~ ottered to dig in a.nu tight th~ !b:n.301\J • 

but one of the officials or the 00!.iipant f'elt that suo.h av. 

acr\i would result in. w:m.eoessa:rJ b.loodahed &!ld "i!ould h..'1:.Ve . llf 
:uo ef'feot on the settle:;:aent ct ttio dispute .. n · 

Texas .atte!a.pted to jus:tity this act by olair-dng a "de 

facto jurisG.it::t,ion!f over the soutih hali' o:f the river. rt 

1:1a.s claimed by that st~ite th.a 't tho arl$a oooupicd by the 

-General 011 OOir.pa.n:," \\vh.o l .. -tS-norted to BOine q_u.-e.stionable 

J;ZI Roote., I~ePly, on. ~-, 14; this accou.nt further stateg 
the. t the 'l.1exe.s Ata:ngers a .. ssau.lted a surveyor r.\rhP wn.s 
';~orking on thG tr~._ct at t.h.e tine of t1te 1.:nva.sicn. ':L1hi$ 
t,n.n's $hull was rractt~red an<:l ho 1m:.s so "hru:tally beaten 
that it w,:.ri tl:1our:;ht he v;rould -die before he could_ be re
r,:ovod to a. hes pi tal-. 0 The :m.an' s oc,ni.paniono ber;r:;ed per-
1;;.ission to r(;l;,iove him to a nearby hcuse fer treat:w.ent 
by a. physician. The n:.an lay a.t tho point of death for 
·ueel::s; the injt.try to his brein caused. hi:m to reniain an 
h1becile th.a rest ot his 11:fc.., -(.t}at;e 29). Another 
victim was 1l.1110.mas ]'. Potter 't/;.iO vma struck in the head 
two or t.hree times by a revolver ,;,;ielded ~Y a .Ha:nger. 
then 1::.io1:ed, and brutetlly beaten.. L. W,. Barrin3ton. 
att.orney for the Burke DiYide was sir.1ilarly treated. as 
were nany other em.1..,loyees, (page JO). _ 

1J/ a. II. Goddin.1 Personal. Int,ervie·N, :.,D. 'fl'<:o.st of these 
guards had juat returned from the riorld War and v~ere 
restrn.ined witll the utr1ost di.ff1cul.ty_.n . ~ 
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w 
t-cti B to in o nession of thio ty. 

rin he t e o the di pute t a 1 d .t in tho 

river bed s be o in V "r/ V bl . on one CCC sio one J 

hl.lll ed a:r i et er rero le s . ~o 460 ,000; f I 

da l~t r a ot1cr tr ct o fc~ty ac le ec.;. for 

100,000. 

d 

B. D c ber 1 , 1919 , l 

e che ~s 1 

n ces r o ri 1 , 
w 

4,000 per ncre . "1th s 

UC } ices : r ev• ilin , it in nsr tn derst n< why the 

~ o st te beca. i volved in it ttle to in 

no~se~sion of the out al or t river .at offered a 

V t :r'lOU t Oft 1 pronert • 

h d stri t court o~ Te as 1s ued a rit cf in unction 

to prohi 1 t tht. d 

the jurisdiction of 

14/ 'l'h 
de 
even 

lo_. nt of the oil o erti ... until 

e uth h 1 of the river bed ,as 

cl 

ore as no 
of the for

Roote , 
t also beca .e 

I e r the out -
t 

it 
Tax s 

e 

to 
state of 

0 

12/ G ndf'ield 3 nteruri e , ovc ber 2o , 1919 , 1 . 
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w 
· ete ined . This injunction 1m:med by Judge eorge Calhoun, 

did not , h ever, ive the Te s n ers authority to dri a 

o~f the Cklaho ela ants , coording to ·lahoma ' s oon-

tentio s : 

T er i nothin in the rit of injunction that 
iLsuou ou of the is riot~ 01 vi vounty 
tat direc d the Te:xn$ Ran era , nor ave t 
a tho ... 1 ·y , to f:':.tl oses t ,.. ur • Di ict 001:t.J) nies . 

ven if th rlt of inj 1nction ad ~o directed , 
• n it ··as · sue v,i thou I.. noti c t it ould be in-

ous for th Texas ola t .a to ur e it as. a 
ustificat.ion f the i lance and :C'orce ployed 

by the exes n ers in dispo B ssi the Bur e 
Di 1 e p niea lla.d ~ e distric court ot 
Tr vis County issued ch a .andatory in 'U!lotio , 
directing any o_fficer to isp e e s the ·ur,,e 
Div d coupany , ·thout first ha.vine given tl.e 
B ke ivL.a co pany notice and an op a tuni ty 
to be he.a.rd , t -oul na.vo bee judioial usurp tion 1:l} 
and o pr ssion •••• 

It is • ossible , 

the Texo.. .. nger 

this connection , t t the officers of 

ght h,, been under tile influence of 

th e o_al Oil Co P"'ll,{ ana ac ed out aut orit7. Even 

if such had been the case, ho ever , seizure or the en ti re 

iver bed cannot be juetit~~d . The ~roporty claimed oy 

Sparks and hl assoc tes oonais'ted or 01.1.ly eighty acres., 

a very small port~on of tlle total area \',hich the Rangers 

seized . fhe General Oil uo Jany de ied t any of the 

upper.part of the river bed ·as taken , but one operator 

ho ·a.- located severa les up the river testified that 

s prc_erty wa also kon by ~o~ce by the Texas Ran ers 
18/-

on January 26 , 1920. 

e .joinder , .fil2• cit . 1 27 . 

28 . 



5 • 

The attorney for the urke ivide C pany s or th 

opinion that the 1 triot court of oxas did not have any 

ri t to ioau this injunction , b cause proper y 

the st\;t o kl 0 snot sub ect to tho la o,4 ex s . 

T -,..as ' insi tenc on bot dary tot mi dle or the river 

SC 11 db klaho ns ''f lse otio ' fl • ' hallu-t 

C nat·o n 1c follo e like "she fol o. a bell -
121 

•ether . 0 !1 te t 18 U0~.1. claiI 1 · t ve 

en ad s rior to t d Ci 1 n of the Greer county 
I 

0 . ..., but t on he at er h "if $ 0 OU i y part , • 
of e south h lt of, it . s a::1 ere ti a -

20/ 
n ot 6 a.e f cto s ereign . " It ·s s erted 

t 1 t th cl c'f "Te as to t 0 i clle o the ivcr s 

3ubt erfu e--s ethin to ive the coura e e o h to 

send an a y of u~fians into the State o. O·lah to rob 

ot er of the f uit of thei 1 bora . " hi, act as des-

cribed as robbin t e ·1 h a oil operators or ttt oueand 

o do lar ·ort o• prope ty n secured or 

T xans po~se aion t t 
21/ 

tain e i th a1 honor ble 

conduct . 

The b sis ~or these objection a th belief t t 

t'e u stion oft ound ry ha been settlod int e 'reer 

county e · s h n the u:pre e Court oft e Unit ' t ate 

ha , accor in to la.ho ans , e'fined he bound _ ['in uc 

ote , • ..:..l.•, 27 . 



cle r , r cis 

ed o er therei . 

ev r , secure t e el 

t h so th h 1r oft 

• rd d r V 

ri ~r . 11 

that no n , tho ha tool , 

1 thes rotestu id not , 0 -

of the oil ro rty located in 

r e • 

y O .. la 

fr 

X Z n er re i on 

ro co: n near tho 

ca . 1 .. to the r d w 
loit d erty n a eel p • 

It t t 100,000 or 1 of oil s re-

0 yw an 10 ere in ille 1 o so·s on oft e 

_ rep rty . 
I 1 .. o e. e i n olerabl_ . l 

• • unt as ed t Gov r or -r t ... e st te 

0 unto dri t he era orr the 

ro rt. oup o owu rs , includin several re idents 

or :!'iel , Oklaho ent to tl t t capitol skin~ 

~ove or J ~s obinson to s six l iti to the seen 

o dis ute to p.otoot 1 
w 

op rty . or s 

ro son , t e ov or ; inst e so t Go er 1 

rratt Colonel ar tote scene . ey reoo ~ ize 

the den er te situation an reported t t the ro erty 

22/ ~ -, 6. 

nJ ...,,.k .... ~~,....,...... 

2 / cot 

?:.2f l' • I . - . 

59 



could be r taken , "but at the coat of nuch bloodshed a d 
26/ 

the prob ble loss cf cany- li voa . " 

Tho a tornc:, for 0 kla.b.Otla. ' B into rests re orted 

Governor Robinnon ' s inuif aronc:e to ha Secretary t tne 

Inte.i.. .:.or ; u s to b regretted. that tho ti...en J-Ove nor 

f" Okl h ~ did not soo fit to protect he citizens o~ his 

o ·,n state , E'..nd d et'end tho fro the rut ians thnt i nvaded 
27/ 

T • 

'I' e Governor ' s passive attitude m be qu tion d 

hen it s l om that tho tfexas .a: n""ers delibo tel y is-

60 . 

re rdod thority of tho oourts who he.. bden. a po~nt-ed 

tc ta :e ch~r e of the oil ro! rtio ntil the hound,- ry 

-uesticn v: s settled , ... er by viola tin the uthority of 

t1 otrict Court of klahoh1a . Ur . J . ? . · ars .. , 1ho 

had been p:io1nted receiver on January 7, 1920 , realized 

t_1at t e o;,er tcr ~ _:rom l1is state o· ld require proteotio 

durin t. e time the litigation ms bcin~ settled in the 

court and laced n erous signs about the proper~y sta~i n 

t at th., area .•as under the ju.r lsfilction of t e Di s t i ct 

Court o"' 0 'lahmJ.a . He contended that 1hen ~he Rang rs 

omne on the ronerty the insulted tiin. 

the uthorit 

26/ _J&. , 15. 

llJ Roote, 

cf the court by tearing do, 

'lttd nriaun"ted ' 

these si s . 
28/ 

28/ A f ldavi t of • .r' . ar I cite by noote , itejoi:ide r , 
on . ill• , 6 • 



e 1 ck o s O.l. t rom. :.1tet. i.t a re nte 

·1-ho ns ran~ curin ope se.ssio 0.1..' proper y . 

T e o rs hip 1 f to he detc n tin tle 3upre e 

ourt of' t e ni.., d .;;otat~s . 

· hen t'lc cas came to tr ... " l , utluho~ te p 0 

:>.re t ""t mex di not ... vo ' 0 f'P.Cto BO -·cignt ' ov r 

t!1 SC th h'.il ot ... he iv r h ,Oo .... .I. t 1. .,JrCp 
s.:i./ 

t· s · ·ere 1 oat t1 .. s con .ntio out by e 

te ti! 0 .(' A. . un depu 1 ~ni Ou. ;:;.., ,tes . s 1 , • , 

ho "'te tl at T xaa l .. reviousl .recc•nizod the fac 
. 

t at ..J"· e oun"a J 0 th t a a .. t.. ...:..Ot e:=t.., d toyond .i.e 

"OUt a i ve -~53 C nte ... 0 r . • "' ' 
'unt e:3t · .t. i . t the Ji ""·ic Court of e as d l., -

"'truot d h:u t tch for c-rs e.lon t .. e - y on the 

sout 1 an. of :ea e .. ncl nterc t o ei : · 1cl · iere 

c rr:,1 11 key 1 to 1 ich :as c. d otat . 

r __ unt c id furthe .... th t in truc ... ed th court 

to re:rr L fr arrest in o.n;{ us - cc~s un"i,i · the cur 

rheel of their ve oles had aase t e o _.e atio en t e 

outh auk o_ ver, .<! th - lin as it ., )9./ 
:l. . oc ~idere L) Ll . 0 ere 

nee .:a p ... es nt ,hie 1 cause t e U ited s "'tes p 0 

Court to ecide , int e 1 tt r p rt o~ ~921 , t v the 

bound ry line as v 

2 I T.1 e 'd~.c co 
cul r 876 . cite 

10 out of tl d i er , nd 

6 • 
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t e rea bet.een 1D south bank and the di l line s 

lithin the state of aho nd be on the reac ot t 
JJJ 

la: s a... exas . ' 

hile this decision as end.in o e a 

supervision overt e isputed re v n cess ry . he 

tec:Je l overn:rn nt ap o.:.nted red rick .r • Delano as receive 

of the oil ield area . ~r . D 1 no took char e or 11 

drill in ctivities nd oil disposals durin the ti the 

co troversy s bin settled. he proceeds tro. the oil 

ell ·ere to be hold in trust and turne over to the 

persons wh the court decided to the ri tful o ers . 

But dubious business ethods ~..a.de serious nro-d into th 

refits hich ere entrusted to the a e ent of the w 
reeeiv r . The T deral governm nt a r q rd to ke 

2ev r chan es in h limits o th rea controlled by 

the receiver . 

The attorney tor one of the oil co panies co tended 
t this company spent 100 , 00 de lo_ing its 
property nd never received but 46 , 000 durin the 
rive years that its ells er ein handled by the 
r eceiver. Roote , 1, op . cit ., 32 . One pr nent 
stockhold rest· ted th t 12 ,000 , 000 orth of oil 
ad b en taken fro property he a hi as ociates 

h held berore it w seized by Texas •a ~ers ad 
ubs quently p ced in federal receivership . B. I. 

Goddin , er onal lntervie , ~s . other 1n~o nt 
insist d t t the money rele ·sed b· the receiver was 
trivi l in parison ·th the gross inconea fr th 
ells . versole , Personal ntervie , s . 



On eve al oc sion h court 1;;> u 0 ra· hie 

r lin _uis e to Texas t ose lL, 10 :rere outside t~ 
:nJ 

reoeiver hip re . On June , 1921, 

pa t t t drilling ao ivities ;ero t 1 out of .. 
u 

' 
th nited .... t tos .... upr · o ourt is at. r order 1ioh 

revent d the rillino of any e ells. r coiv r 

r ui ed to co ine h1 ac ivi ies to those 11 

hich 

iz d t 

d 

r lre :r _1 l od . hi or utho -

r c iv r to p 1 h notifio~tio into~ xac 

papers that all riv· t clai s for 

oil ch .ere jud o ave b n ill 11 t en by t 

receiver ust b m de 1th n sixty d y . e o 

hip of any oil ell could b e tablis ed , the jur1s-

diet on of the aouth al o. t ri er bed ould to 

b d to lned by the curt. 

hen the ca c e to trial , ·' la a ontonded t t 

the entire riv r bed , t b l.k to ba. k , it ·n tho 

border o w 
ship , th 

/ n/ Oklah 

I 

tJ at s ate . . Und th 

riv r bed ould belong 

y . Te as, 254 u. s . , 

la ·s o ri arian o er-

-1ahoma if' it could 

• d . 65, 270 . 

dmis ion o'" a st te into t e U ion , the 
tl e con"'tit1J.ti.o i r of 

boco s , s so oh or the 
of ho soil u derlyin th 
it bounda ie~ . ere the 
ed or non- nav: ble stro 
ides , it is tree to eta1n 

river b d. Okla.ham ~ - Texas 
771 . 

r -



be prov t t the r i e s avi able at t tie oft t 

s te ' s into the nion . 

0 l o oonta ded tl at ,/a v s . d vni~ A. d ,18 

eco niz d ten vig bili~y of 

into he tre ty o 1819 , that 

of 
o'f 
C 

f e 1 ~over .. l,0 .( t:: 

t.:.0·1 s ju t1.f · cat1o o O ·Laho ' s cl 

nd oo t n ~d that rea 1 

Con e itt d t'e co. t 

ta iver ~ov!d th~t t re a culd be 
J!lJ 

1 tl n vi tic • O':l .i. · t 

ize t. R vet. le 

nt 11 ... .1..St h t "' s -rel a 

0 e nt "1c n truction or 
he tur 1 lo o th -

e to ant.a, to rlvor 

e. crip-

ri r" 

ti · c d ain . 

en aero s 

i erfer nee 

1 .'I r cog-

f ue Fil over -
a e 

oul ob-

tiv:it .:.t could net 

006 t llen vanoc t 11e th ory h t the eder 1 

over ... oco ized ten 0 • ed a .. er 

en Con res ro )ri tc · 50J ,000 o_ dre ..,i· ; the 

1, .QQ.• ill• , CL ... II, 5 1. 



C 0. nel wO fa.cil t 
. :rJJ 

a igation. h e1gin ers o 

t e ro ct h d info t e ~ov r t t ox en it 

er no.., j t the 

o c n t'len 1 il usal 

to co ize t r co en co tr1 d, by Cl -

ho O , wO 

1 t 

at the r v r 

jact nO ld 

' . ~ 

nother o t i hf vor 

0 t~ f il e o~ t e 

. 1 1 n r to · v y h iv 

te 

the 

t} b · re 1 id o t . L ev~ n 

survoye .ot1ce plo· 

avi ble river . 0.1 a s iz 

nddition~l e dence th t t 

h clr~1 e !'ef 

t t.e conte tion t t 

t e of f'loo s, ic ere exec 

ori y in t_ 

o tis 

' co 

C 

or 

n t O S 

co -

s s on 

ri er un-

se o 

ssio s 

i· ble. 

e e t 

l 0 in 

ol one er 

ere bro ht into th tr 1 tot t t a tot p st 
w 

be vior of the riv r . O l o rel do t4i tc t ony 

:a./ Ii. Doc . lli , 64 Co • 1 l sess • ., 1 - 6. 

~ 1:. Doc . §1_, 67 Con . , l sess., 2. 



to prov that the river was navi able d ing t e ti e or 
the t eaty o .... 1819. but d be n fil d up by t force 

o · nature during tl· ears befor tho resm.t " ... io.l. t h 

evidence r sente to ro t li .... ._, . t'e ourn 1 or 
,e ra . L is .d lar}, ; ~ .. e r cor o_ ··a: $ .t' e, "1 e . . 
Ct hen ~ . Le --

Mi)' " .d t .. ~· 1n,..e f Captain 

i • • ray. 

e sr • I ol t, n 

t.. proc - edi ·a _ 

ost oft 

cientific 

C of 

disre ard b t e court as 

n ill tcrjc 1 . rltl s of 

la e 1 .crt 'l'l t pe1•t in 

·. ted y d. h a s 

r li le in th t {t expre se 

a tendencv to ovcre asiz the exc. t· n 1 condit · a. s 

. c . evaile 
ill 

0 ly t the o _ lcods , ::i loo s era 

r re . 

T e e er 1 ;over:. 

en in t' e n vi . b l ty 0 

C t 1n • ineer, 0 mac c re -

ful s u yo tho iver ' s oru ~act~ 1 t ca in 1910 . ~co 

i.. to i re .ort, river 

one- h lf 1 eR 1 ' dth . 

thirt oet in hei ht at l ·oe 

ch nn l s 011.1 . 0 1 r 1n'1 c~ 

th.at bo t dr 

40/ int 
1 t e out 
seaa . 

in - only ive 

nt or 
'c,una 

e on - h 1r to o e 

J.:he to 

ter 1:n t_1e 

• t n ·aldr 1 related 

nd one- h~..lf t C e .... ha. to 

'-re~ ' e~ lor tic~s 
54 , J2 Con • , 2 

aebel , o . cit . , CCLVIII , 5 7 • . -

6. 



• 

be dr ed over ny sand bars w ich nged thr e 

h drod to one thousand f ot in 1 1=th. An obaerv tion 

oint et bl1 hed near ennison , T xa ; t tl s statio 

C tain ' l r n found that o C 1 i ght en ays per 

ye r did l r exc d 0 0 de t uil n only 

f'or-t. days d a t e riv r e oe\;d t t 1 d ')t • .i.he w 
a er ge d pth 'for t 0 ti eyer ive aa fiv inc es . 

is re ort as ctr er by t e f d r 1 over et to rov 

tl ut ;a. ver snot n vi blc on t t rt · hich s 
ill 

ithi t e 1 its cf t state of aho, • 

To deter ne th nav1g bility o e : ver .as ot 

n easy tt • J. congre sio l ct 
Ml 

e 1 ory , of 1867 
w 

tion , n OJ. 1906 

of 1890 hie 

cr\;at the din hie c ated .. e 

n re erv hich ere ted t 

ig tur , 11 d scribed t e southern 1 ts of th se 

e ions s xtendin to the middle of ain cl nnel 

oft iver. p iousl t i te 1 iddle of tl e 

i cllann l a& ed to e~cribe ~ly bo Ld rie· bic 

f 11 ithin n v1- bl ri era , n it u e i nt is int cc 

~o tr diot d tue feder over .en co1tention that e 
~ 

iver 5 not n vig ble . 
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e t ' o contention u ._ eld by e couit , hioh soued 

a O ti 1 deer e , e 5, 1922 , st tin that : (l) ed 

ver :. ot i bl. river on tl t p rt hie ende 

thr gh (2 t. ~id not , irtue of 

l er ad! . .' ssion l.ntc t 0 n·on , ao ... uir an tit.le o tl e bed 
"t;he 

/river; (3 that t e tat 0 ... vkla a ha no ri'"'hta , 
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't.C ~ a., i ci e tnl to .... e ind i U"l ho o ' e 1, utti 

the northern b nk . Un the rights o 1,:parian o 
!:1/ er ers ip . 

theo in vi ls ere entitled to juri3dic ion o he 1 n 

t a;;_ tended o e !!l.iddle or h iv r . 

T i ~c sio ,laced th .i.alf o the ri ve.r bed 

'iii t in the ur ic io oft te -ove1: nt . T e 

ossession o oi ,ells io h d en drilled under p l cer 

: ini ~ cla s filed in 1919 d 1920 : s ret ined by the 

reder 1 ver at . Unfortunately , t s ction Oi p rt of 

t e court did not "nsuro the r t or oil ,rope ties to 

t eir O\'l!l rs ; it erel7 nullit ed 

· t the sout _ 1- o~ t e river • . ot 

~a tne fore th t thre t ned to prov t t e o 

the oil · lls fro. r ajning their ro er y. 

f ont a b ... ore t~ e i.. o e ca ... 

x a cla s 

t C 6 

tor of 

t in d , the 

~ .., pre Cour of the nited States hnd d ei o t t the 

lt1J kl ahoma y . exas , 25 u . v. , • d . 65 , 772 • 
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u ion for on undred years 

ha b en uoh s1 r to~ v 

riv r in its old ch nel . 

contro he court 

G untortun o . It ould 
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n lah concl 
' 

ro th ir inv sti tions • t t the 

ally lan in th u r rt 0 e r b B ot 

1st in in it se t to . rat 0 1819 s 

It . t o.1 ion of the ts t 't th • . 
od of u1ld1n thi V 11 in t U D r iver 

b a proo C ' "1 l b 11 n 1cb 1 0 

~ 
to oth r rive • ccor in to tl 1 11 

lan is uiit u thro th fo_ ucce.ss1on o 

1 l n s f'ollo· e rupt t s er o t e ter of 
£1) 

r build.in t riv r -0und sue island • .1h or nd 

or the 11 y 1 8 b th! tho a e • y th 

Unit d utat s so1ent1 ts . 0 h Ve re o r _ idly 

t tall alloys 1 th up r C e or t ve 

bee C letely re 
~ 

re nd r built ·1thin tb tone 

hund d y • 

he court r co 1z d t e o 1bil ty of such c n es 

but irod u th r Vi noo 0 rove th • h s 00 -

te tio s , if' rov d -, oul b r consi erabl force . It 

is a ell kno rinc1 le o la • r co iz b~ oth con-

testant , t t 1 r 0 in D. boundary line c es 

it 0 b t .. ' U$ 1 roo s s ro ion d 
. 2il 

boun ry 11n tollo· t r1 cc t1.on t .. or C n 
60/ 

it it . n t· ot er n • hen riv r bru tly lo s 

~ 1 , re orter , o • ill.•, cc , 619 • 

2'./ 00 1 s "avlu ion . " 

2V s • .2....• ,ill •• 347. 
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its channel ke a e one , byte proo or 
la in the interv nin land be cen th old and n 

lu ion , 

C nn l 

undisturbed , th bo y o not go .1th th 

th o nn l but cont1 ues o tollo ol 

river to 
61/ 

o e . 

h se proc es , in c ae ot d ver , re con-

ru a d fi e lt to 1 • Bo us t er 

de ot s nd , ic er ed ra idly , it s a 

to tr c t v r1o oh ~es in th ri r ' s oh 

ossibl 
62/ 

1 . 

hi o rte.int caun d the United tates ad Okie o to 

ba don the tt pt to rev t t th river had to rly 

re ched t red bl ff hich re ver 1 hundred 

sout of t e riv r on th e s aide . e successful s -

tablis cnt or th s cot n ions ould t ken f o 

exa o t 500 ,000 or ot l nd hich 1 yon th ou h rn 

id o the r1 r v 11 y . l:hi s land ad be n 1 culti v t1o 

tor ost one hundr d year and co tain d church s , 

io db en built y t 

That this re on d n v r be n p rt or Likla 

inti d by the colog1st hot etifi t' t ther .ere 

tr e ovrl.n 1n the re ion hich l 1 to bo w 
t location of t1e rive in 1 19 . ccord1 to th • 

rt o this re on cul 1v t d us d or e.stur 

61/ 1 p i nciple dete 1ne in a y . !Q_, 132 .. • J , l - 90 . 
62/ .Qll• .ill·' 169 • 
gJj cc , 617. 

g/ , 260 • ., • ed .. 67• 43 • 
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a l l 77. .t t t t e n re s , or hich 

e ... re t 1 i er C y t ttl rs w 
tor i od , e o b 1 1 lo u. s ction 

of tr in t e lo. lan r 

t r1 r e t id nee . tre ed 

to b t st o e hundrc S V nt rs ld , ct 

.hich ~ ro t t vhe riv r d not 1 d t a r ion 

inoe t treaty th ~pain . h 0.1.f red thee 1 n-

t 0 th t t r ro on h 1 l nc1a io h be-

0 tt ch d to th La 1 db 
M:J 

lusio . Th court did 

ot con ur in t} 1 inio . th vid nee or t'e old tree t 

s cons1 rd conolusiv root t t t e tir e ion s 

. or t 0 0 un ed y ar ol t e b n rt 

or t nland of T xas t t e ti. e o the treat of l 19 

ith1n th 1 its ot 
§1/ 

an so :us r in tbat t t • 
s decision · le d by th t o~ TeX!i ' 0 

is u d tent to ost at the 1 d in the dis uted 

a . t is nd b n d C rod _t 0 klo.h •. • th se 

h ve 
§!Jj 

r ould b en f ced th di oss ss1on. 

Four ·ind ot ev1d C er u d top ov t t th 

V lle l.and on the sout ide of th river belon ed to 

e G: (l) hysio r c , inclu 1 th di cus ion o th 

. 
§j/ F:n bel , r ort r , .Q..• ~ •• cc , 639 . 
66/ I id., 6J3 . 

f£lJ n , o . ci ., 170. 



7" . 

hy 1eal f'e t rs or th V lle uch san dune , th ir 

a • t ir bit of buildin nd s 1rt1ng 1 aan bars , 

old str nnels; (2) 0 olo 1c, in-

clud1n i C sion o:r ad ent t1on of rivor vall in 

no 1 , nd s ch ev1d nee as tosoil nd ized bones 

or but lo other ls I 1C rl liv d i 

the lley ; (J) rologic , 1 cludi the thioknes thod 

of aeo ul ting 1 e 1 die t1o , alt ratio , and uee s ion 

ot oil • (4) .t;,eolo io , 1nolu 1n relation to t e VO eta-• 
tion or the lley to that or t u .. lan , as oll s th 

e indic t 0 oft 11 Y' tir ber , h ub , nd. b-
ftl./ 

ceou ve et tion. 

h trial brou tout , h ou situatio 

.. hich 1 t ve resuil ted fr 

11 , 

he ent ' oqu1s1t1o 

of t.. south one- l of the riv r . s conte d that 

t tre y or 1819 

right to "'" e 

d vent ra r or t t tate t 1 

DQl ters or ed v r hie rnn p st 

their r rms . ut thes rs, in or er ·to en oy ~h s 

ri s - d 0 ti in n h. river ·a in a 1 st ge 

ould need a ole mile long b cauae the t r o th 

1ver 0 d be loc t d on b r of ah 1 

ian o d ep t tro. the T ba by a l 
J.9./ or et- e l d . 

~ ~ell rds, .2:e,. ~., 3 a. 
1S}/ Bo n , 1.2.2, • .£!....•, l 2 . 
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Des it the unus 1 po 1b1lit , th court ' 

d t i.ation of the bounda did ot giv 'cxa n juri -

dictio in the iv r bed. ot :arch 12 . 1923 , 

st t t t e boundary b d Tex a : s 

the int at1o l lin tabli hed lon the 

out b · of the .e 1 or by the · aty ot 1819 . 1en 

eo o th ba ocur t rou the dual rooe 

o't rosion ce et1o , bound ry cllo d t le chnn e . 

er t~ e tr l t its fo er 0 1B. d a n 

on t ough adj cot l·nds y vluaio ' tl bou."'l.dar did 

ot 

tl e 

tollo t e che.n.c,e but r 

out. b b fo the o 

Tll C rt desorib d the 

t xc tion l .1 o 
out b nk , but only 
b or t e ri r tot 
over uch incline oonfo 

t rs h t oth r pl 
nd th cut 

11.i.ed at . con tit tod 
11J 

occurred. 

0 t b of t. river s : 

ot Goat nd 1 1 nds , in th bi bend are , n ar 

randf'ield, Okl homa. , ore declared to b :71 th1 o Juris-

260 U. "" •, La r. • 67 , 4)5 . 

? Knabel , re orter, _. .ill• , CC , 265 . 



iction o the U it d wt • 

This d e1 ion did not end th boundary troubl t 

.e or ; one ho it pr ss t lief t t tutur 

11t1 tin 11 evol ro t e d te ination of th 

ed1 1 line ~ th river ch 1 e 0 t en boundary of 

c., l • his 11n i not f'1ni u 1 oh n in con-

st tly both ct lly nd 1 lly an 11 r uir 00 t t 

tt tion . rahi 0 t oil r thi line 

\Till b con in ubt . t on t 0 t y till be 

o tho! t d al 11n thin the d area ; 

bu aft r 00 or 1 r t 
' 

y 11 b oo e 

t an itl ll th 

b the riv r 11 t th lino 

sou ot th ell nner ch the 
w 

r hi or the ll . 

Te r h rec r in 1 conv 1 noes . b t the court 

evi e tly thou tits d o1 ion to be t e less r of. t o 

e ls . In any cas , t e decision i s s to the 

o ntr l o c et h1e .111 b o e ho r cipi t fan 



It is interesting to note how the present demarcation 

of the present !~d rtiver boundary was developed. The 

original provision or 1819 stated t llat tho boundary would 

be along the "course" of ctod River . Necessity demanded 

that more explicit term.s snouJ.d be applied to the delineation 

ot t he boundary. The Un1tca. States Supra~o Court and 

various legisla tive aet,s llave since amplified t~1s desig

nation. If llr. Admas eoulc! :-e~d the curront description 

ot tlle Red River boundary he would not recosnize eny resem

blance to bis original wo~s. By no means could he visual

ize his rneagre phraseology as meaning th.at the boundary 

along Red River woul d be o.long the south bank when the 

ater was at mean water level ; and that vmen changes occurred 

by erosion and accretion the boundary followed tho change . 

Nor could he see where bis ttatements carried the implication 

that the jurisdiction of the river would be determined by 

whether or not it was navigable . The method of deter.nin1ng 

his intention to designate the south fork of Red River 

rather than north fork us the boundary r.-ould certainly 1:--

preas him that the governmental functions or the present 

era are more c~~plex than the one tvhic~ he knew in the 

perl od when the original bounde.ry settlerr..ent was attempted. 
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