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PREJ.l'ACE 

Two ye~rs sgo the author's wire mentioned something 

about the pa~sing of tho fiftioth snniverasry ot t he Pone~ 

!!ethodist Indian miss:on . About t h~t t1ao, questions 

begs.n. to intrude them.CJelves into his pl.acid thoughts as 

to t he size or the mission , the extent of its work, and 

just why t here should be such a flourishing "ork so far 

removed from any vestige o~ seit-support . The ouestions 

were uncomfortable to live with, so they were taken to 

school to see it the doctors there hsd ony idea tor the 

solution. The questions were not very cotd'ort1ng, so 

the investigation was carried further. 

\;bat is written· here is more an effort to poi nt out 

~d to discover trends than an ettort to enumerate so 

111 

I:1311Y more-or-less disconnected facts. The l egends , stories . 

anecdotes, Jokes, and documents r e l ative to the Ponca 

Indians tor;n a 111ass of C!lterial thst would. make exciting 

dr3111~ for those so inclined. So apologies a re presented 

to a number ot people - especially Ponca friends - tor 

the v~lu~ble 1Il3.ter1s.l. th1t u~s presented but th~t is not 

even touched upon. And t o you who are unnsmed go sincerest 

thsnks. 

But most ot sll expresnion of heartiest thanks should 

go to the author's good wife , Thelma. She lus been a resl 



helpmeet and sn encours.geinent. 

" .. 
10 t he tesehers, librarians , and .rel.lo,, students at 

Oklahoaa A. and M., thanks should go tor many a boost and 

hint. Most helpful ot all advisers as T. H. Reynolds, 

who assisted in organizing t h is study 1n th(• early dsys 

of the cl3.ss on \,estw3rd Expansion. 

This work could never have been so profit~ble to the 

author hsd it not been for three months ot study last 

summer. So to Urs . L. E. lloover , the nissionary Indian 

Bureau Secretary, goes a large slice of credit tor securing 

tho extra tv,o months. 

To the Hon. John Collier ~o thanks tor re:3.dily mrucing 

avsilsblo t he records s.nd docu:nents in the otrice ot 

Indian Af'fs1rs, s.nd for his t1.no so graciously given 1n 

3Ssist1ng the author to get the right start on his research 

in Washington . 

These thanks slso go to the employees at the orrice 

ot Indian Arfairs and at t he Paimee agency who euve freely 

ot their time. 

And to the secretaries .'.ind ,10rkers at tho Nat1onu 

Archives - how can proper gratitude be shown you for your 

unfailing cheerfulness and patience in hunting out letters 

and documents snd 1n unwinding the red tape? 

The annus.l reports ot the Indian Buresu of the \,amsn' s 

Home lissionsry Society £urnished several vslu3ble checks , 

iv 



O'"t rel 1s.bl e , and ere toe rliest , and perh ps tha 

pr1Ill3ry sources . Thsnk o to s •• 

secret~ry, fort loan ot th e . 

• gs , p st Bu:res.u 

An ay, thsnk to you all , hether you are 'toned 

or not by n • 

. D . J. K. 



Uu 

I. Tlle Pono s afore Cont ct .it t-he hites 

II. The oncas in Uebr~ska 

I1I. Li-re and Customs ot the Poncss on Their 
Oklahoma eaervation 

Bibliography 

l 

5 

13 

41 



Chspter .!• The oncas Before Cont-ct 

1th th lhites --- - -----
any, any ye ' ago - nobody kno ;a hen - a group 

ot dark ski~ned people o oslled tho selves Punk (head 

or fore-part) ere int cted by s-Gun-Deh, the Great 

Spirit , to go to a~ the ettin Sun . ey did this . 

Att r seve l o es under suo orders they ca tote 

Orest :~ters that h~d too uch salt in the to drink. 

Here the st~yed for ny years . 1nall.y t a-Gun-Deb 

called the to other st the dge of this Great ·ster and 

ain told the to go est. 

1obody knows exactly h they crossed this Gr at 

,ster. tie c sa they clos d their eyes and hen .a-Oun-Deh 

told the to open th 3.1n thy ere on th other side. 

Others ss.y a larv.o turtle sppe rod and they roe cross 

on ·1t. 't1ll oth rs thin thst rooks ppeared abo e the 

surface ot th ater, clo e enoug· together to step across. 

:he they had ade t e crossing th se rocps dis~ pe re .1 

ls is h the old p ople t ld their children that 

the ka Indians c, e to lorth · eric5 . · 

1 e~oirs of L is cDonald and of es I 1111sms. 



They f'ound h 1 in very ooded country uch 

dif'fer nt fro :,tl.&iil{; th t they r er. n , and 

t l.ey or a!'r31 . - un- eh h th by sevAral. 

1rnculous si - th th well l it t em. snd 

t the olive i n t country . 

s ne rly s 1 • own , t s s so e :rher a l o tlle 

/,tlsntie se bo rd of' t e St ste of org1s. , or the C Olin 

Here they stayed tor quit 3 1hil • But in a-Oun- Deh 

order the to ove t srd the Setting Sun , and 9.in the 

,re t trip w~ ts.ken rd . hey trsvele d t e 

h-o lley nd u t e K1ssouri Valley unt 1 t n lly they 

ca e to a re ion · here a1oux City, Io a , nd snkton , 

South D ota no\/ arc located . here i aoQe conf'usion as 

to 1h • ch a ,. the trip aa continued fro h re . Some think 

the Indi. s ovcd on up the 1~souri ;2 ot hers sa. t h.3.t 

they ent .. orth to the re ion ot Devils Lake in tort h 

Da -:ota d st yed t ere for y ye ra , 3 living inly 

n t e eg s or bird and f'ish or th~t region . ~Y , 

s . 

tho· co t · ued to grate t:est ·srd by d re up the ~issouri 

River t11 t e' t ally o e to pls.ce or he hills 

or so 1 h tho do o ould not dr tho loads . nis 

s the rarthere t cot that the hole tri e .r ted . 

2 o1r of L is cDonal.d . 

irs or J es 1111 • 

2 



d tor y ye ru the country bot een the Black Hill.a 

3.Ild the • 00 y aunts.ins 'a to hoe ot the e people . 

,. .. obody lo • 0 t:110 as • ;. e Ponoas 

p ak o' t lve s th 11 01d 00 le." They ust h.ve 

b " the.-e before the rivcl 0 the d.:UlB oth r 

tr e 1n 1 orth D~ucot • The. d s clai that t y are 

ne;co era ho h~v. only been ne r their r sent location 

ro about thirty-tree~ n rotions . 4 

Ther was p arently not ch chang t e exi tenoe 

oft e trib fro one g n r tlon to the next until they 

beg to b. feoted by t srri S!.l. ot th hlte 11 n 1n. 

lorth eric. 

obody kno s sbout the act d t e but it ust have 

been ~bout two hundred n fifty or three undrad yes.rs 

o t st the Poncaa , livings e er 1n northern 

,y 1ng, Uddenly S the · st ferocious snim.3.1 that 

they had ver sen or lle rd of . It r on four legs snd 

had lo he d ~ 1"-ront 3.ll.d ot er l'l3.Illike head sprouting 

out of tqe iddl of the ack. so , it h d srms on this 

portion sproutin out on the b5ok, and they carri long 

club 1th ston s.xe 1lt ,hlch they killed the Pone s . 

One d y one or th s animals tell do"D. !llld broke into 

o piec s. en they disco or,d it l1l3.n riding on 

em.air of' rry ndol . 
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t ey e e ~ b~ d 

e horses tr . t 0 

. Ch V ne .v .. 
to one hor o t .:i. } 0 to ri<l , and 

th 'O trib ... s bec::u:1e f'riendl • 

~lly o er.~ t t· e Po cs Rtole 11th Cheyenne 

a e t y cou ind a collect d their f• 111ss and 

rod on t e ~Brod .~tr (Pl3tte ·ve_ ). Thls return 

tri d oomp rat vely sort tie d in 

:ir t. Pone ore g in locn.ted on tl1e " unning t-er ," 

or ~uabr:ira , !.n northo· stern ebr ka . This u t h ve 

be n bout 1700 to l oo.5 1 tr b sit ust d 

on the o 
' 

rulo , fill .J3nt e Sioux tribes . Here 

is th l:ico re thy ,ere hen thoy de the;.r f lrst 

s· ni ioant cont·cts _th tho ite en. 

6 _hera i a ai r · ent of ono d ye t· 1 t 
lett rs fro · ·n!tu ettl rs . _ e · oot reliable Ponca 

ut it ~t about 1800 . 

4 



or ovo sl years th r 3 11ttl contact bet,e n 

t e one tribe 

even h re . Ocos i nally o e tur tra r or tr vell r 

oul co e by. 1ate r the tr v ller id or other 

p ople, t ey sl~ay poke ighly of the ms.nhood ad in-

t 111 ence of the onoa trib . 1 1 e first official contact 

1th th Unit tate Gover nt ns tho sining o a 

treaty o frion ship t ite int Creek in 1817 . 

Their 5Jlller of .obtainin th n c rities of lit 

s o t entlr ly y hun g , as it h~d be n it t eir 

f3the a. They 3Y oo oionslly put in al ttle 

corn, a e squ h, or bean , but th ro not onoug 

id nee to ~rr:u t s yi t t th y re s ers . It 

would e easy to $S e th t they tra t proceed 

the hunt th t e ettled Ar ar1 d ndans . 3 

Th Ponca chief i he to sell their 1 d snd 

reaty o. 88 , ct . Louis , June w5 , 1817. 

3 emoir of Colonel A •• :eloh; L is snd Cl3rk 
Journal, 1806 . 

of 



accordingly ,·,rote to tho President: 

l!y just friend, 

I wish to \l'I'ite, it you please--ssy to our 
Ores.t ll'ather ths.t \#8 never stole snything ot sny 
consequence from t he ,-vhi tes-ths.t we have sl•1sys 
been good and kind to them, and have done the~ no 
wrong. \le have children snd nish to help them so 
that they c~.n live, s.nd live on our land but we .are 
poor snd can do nothing . ffe have sut!'ered gre!\t 
damage on our lsnds by the whites; they hs.vc cut 
our timber and destroyed its great many times but 
we said nothing. The other tribes of Indiana had 
land, sold, 3.Ild got pay for it snd good homes and 
osn live comrortably but our tribe got nothing. 
All we s.sk t or is our rights. 

Uy own f"rlend, v,here do you think we should 
go 1r we 3re to be driven ott from our l~nd th3t 
we should not all be murdered? \ie might as well 
be tll k illed ott by t l. c whites in our mm country 
as to go sws.y to b e kill ed otr by others. 'l'he United 
St3tes 1s s great 3Ild strong nstion--they havo got 
too m.::uiy aen tor us. They say that we must not 
go to wsr and tight, t hat t hey will detPnd us. V7e 
do not wish to sell sll. our lsnd. but wish our 
Great Fsther would see we have a place on it tors 
h-0~e and are not driven orr snd killed by our 
enemies. 

\;e have boen living in that country a great 
many years . How do you think we have lived? \le 
have boug.~t hoes trom the tr3ders and r ~ised corn 
but we h~ve had nothing from our Gre~t Father--not 
a pi pe tu11 of tobsceo from the Government but onlf 
some little things or not g r eat value ot the Agent. 
lie arc poor and traveling ~way fro~ home na you see. 
\le have he3.?'d tthrough the brusht t hst the Omahss 
hsve sold some ot our oountry--we are going to tind 
out how it 1s--and it it is so , I will t ~ka the 
brsvest ot their ,,,s.rriors by the h3Dd and t'ie will 
both tall by the k.nite before I will drop the land. 
\: e might o3ll you whi t ee all our sons ror t1e broke 

. up s.ll the l.3.nds this side or the ?liobrars. R. tor 
you. \:e mi ght say ,:e sre Americs.ns--'18 have got a 
little piece o~ land but we do not want to be robbed 
ot it. 



eh ve got but one n hos e c n depend--
that ls our Gres.t sther, .and iiah to he3r from 
h • Ir e could all our anxious trou les ould be 
st end, ror e kn he ill do by ls children 

at is rig t. It' he s.nts our l3nd, e 111 ake 
a tre~ty and h ve our lines run--the whites can 
live on on ide !llld eon the other, each on his 
own land in poace.4 

About 1856 ms.rks the beginning o the stru gle tor 

existence of the Pones tribe it 3s affect d by the 

le ~rd :aigrs.tion of the hite m n. heir first blo 

tss the United States Treaty 1th th Om.ahas ,5 wherein 

ths.t tribe ceded to tlle United Stat s ror settle · t land 

on hicb the Poncas 11 ed. he ts.rmers began to move in 

3Ild stake out their claims. e Indians al o sn tod to 

plsnt s crop in the a e place. d a they a much beef' 

h9.Ildy that as asier to get than th buttalo that bad 

been dr ven rarther est, f'riotion bag:i.n to develop. 6 

The d1t'f'1oulty t ofold. The Poncss ,era bein 

dlsposses ad of their land by the hite e by this 

treaty h1ch they cl i ed thst the O hash~ no r1 ht 

to e. And eein the Omsh~s prosper byte h3lldout or 

the United states Government, they became jealous or the 

4o:rrio or· Indian 
m.:ih s, · - 50, D co::iber 

the President on b half 

fairs (here~ ter, O. I. A.), 
l, 1856. Ell ,ort ·'akeley to 
of nine onca chief. 

5 Ibid., c-948, June 15, 1857. 

'1 

6Ib1d., c-980, June 9, 1857; ibid., J-6~3, July 2 , 1857. 
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0 h • o 1th n t e y r tho chin ry oft c govern-

ent ov1 ~ t err ct tre·t i th tll I-ones. tr • 

Ponc:is' id t t their trou 1 . ould b o er 

y Cd~ , BO e O the 1~ d not cry ·e11 founded. 0 

. sooner h.d thy de tbi tres.ty t an t ey inourro the 

t o the Drul Sioux , o ooused the or s ollin out 

o the o ernme ts a proceede to ak s.r on th • In 

f ct, t er cond ion a not uch better th nit 1as 

bef-ore. h 1r rs. ing so poor that ost crop !ailod . 7 

he no lo er dar d to go out to t.!..O plains to hunt uffslo , 

"for the Sio 1 led th nd robed the or their hors s 

and eupplies .8 _hi st!lte or a.t':fs.irn continued until 

tho ere re ov d to Oklsho g 
• 

One ia re sed !it the record t t the ·on as 

or s helpless eople and on the ,sy toe tinot:on by 

star tlo nd 1 rt e. 

Tht} fir t a ent out of tre ty t'Wld to ·1tchell 

Cerre for too and supplies rurnished t e t1~bo hen their 

hunt in nd crop~ h ~ iled . e cb1et !le o 1 ed 

7 
~., D- 511, Augu t · s, 186 . 

8\ .lch eport gt. ~' Co reseion 1 Library , - 99, 
D - 22 , p. 12 . 

9 h r3ids or tle Sioux ere also provoked by the 
ot1v1t1es o Chiet Iron hip , or "The hip . " He s s 

lone killer ho preye upon other tribes •. ids 3de 
n c ps here Chi t ;bip so s id to b ,. but he 

t ken. ( oira or ony Knight ). 



th justic oft cl 10 • 

r oon .. fto th r ti ioation of t ~ tre ty, 

ther a cl or tor "reliet." There 8 3 ant 

crop in 1857 d nau ici nt hunt . Their ent r -

port 

There scarcity of rood a o ntl 3.llilost to 
r ne. • • • 

I took th responsibility or pro sing the 
rel1et :m h 1 rurnis the •it uch ro isioii 
s.nO hoes a appesrs neaes s.ry ror their support. 

sr also d clared gain t the by th Brules tor 

break1n their llia ce ,1th th in r sistin · th hit es 

and ma.kin s. treaty ith the overncent . l 

e bav no record available, but apparently the 

1 suing of boo did not materialize in y crop, hether 

the relief got th re or not. ay, th tribe ss still 

there n !Xt ye r, snd no ground ~s broken . The f ollo ng 

ye r the Ponc~s ere still "un blo to support the elves 

without gove mnent aid. e speci~l sg nt b g n gov rnm.ent 

A speoisl 5ppropr1ation tor this a ~xp cted to be 

lOc1a io . l on Tr ty, pril 14, 1860, I. Sh w 
Or ory, Sp C l ent. 

llo. I. ., onca, R-599, y 14, 1858 . ro Ag t 
Robinson. 

12Ib1d . 

9 



the end- 1 nd or -:ul for rel er casna. 

I o 1 pct lly p s nt to ou at 
the Pones din not haviil n lsnd broken, or 

y _ 1cultur 1 1 ple ent, t 111 not b 3 l 
to support the elves th comin, inter. It one 
to s~nd doll r c ~ b ppropri3t nd e nded 
1n brea inc on hundred ~ores or l!llld on their re­
s rve, 1 purchssin ., o o hoes, seed corn, otc. 
th ill beco selt-supportln· nd ill no loner 
be oh ge o . e t.l 

ng ere th t ye r, th 

ent s ed int o t 11 for five thous d doll~rs 

tor aupplle to wint t • e Brul, 0 lal3, and 

C yenne Indians d ~ttsck d the Panos hi l they ore 

hunt.i.n dour n eir te o and suppl1 

de tro d.14 

Int ct, sccordin t t e ag r.t' lettero, the bol 

ide of selt-sup ort d d not or ver~r 11, f'or ile 

at le!l. t. 0 ter that, e rot "Thst t ese 

I.ndi s hav ot to b l3rgely upnorte th co ns 

I hav not th l t O bt.nl..5 

Th a ent :ircntl trove mi· tily to ot th 

to or t eir 1 • y th e ts , r ard , nnd food , he 

tri to get cti n. He ·rote, 

1 3Tbid., pril t l, 1859. Gr 

l ~., Au u t 10, 1859. 

15Ib1d., ust ~6 , 186. 

cy to ix. 

nter, 

en 

10 



I h ll obt:1 11 the s 1 I bly o n f'ro 
the Indi:i.na , nd rtloulsrly fro young en , 

nd .cour •e ent, r n r·t ~o eir 
labors •••• If I can keep th aqu s out or the 
tiel s th s ~r , and ms. e them n b 11eve th t ln­
les they pls..nt t is spr , the ill be very 11 ely 
to at3rve na.t inter, snd yr. rd:n th~ wit 
one e 1 3 ds.y 1 an by ps:ying s te , induce th to 
ork, I tblnk it :111 b co J.,!ir3t_vely an ea tter 

to e the do o t oft eir om ta n· another 
y r.16 

it ~11 to et~or, accordin· to ot the 

bite n 1 hbors, DO o good ss done by the ef!ort~ o 

t eir bette ent. A · • este • erohsnt or lUobrar , 

r t ! v r3bly concern 

he ndia a h.1tve 
fi~ty year here th 
tor the p t e1 hteen 
in o1v111zstion ••• 
Ind · s I kno • 

their oh r ctr: 

live o e th one h ndred 
present roserv tion 1 , mid 
ye rs ••• re oro advanced 
t an any other tribe or 

p tot 1a t e the ones' r 

imis sh red by ·11 to Pl ins Indiana. 

a 3 s ple 

hey bo ev 

that every object of nature had a sp1r t~ rul dover by 

the one ty p1r t, 

a the yegr as the Jun snoe."17 ut 

e Gre t Cer ony 

r th treaty , 

the iscop lis cur h started~ 1 aion ong th Pone s 

11th r ·rs cc es . 18 Ith d s gre3ter influence tor ood 

16 · Ibi ., ono3, D-559, .pril ~6, 186~. ot n to 
the Governor of D ota erritory . 

17 air of Le 1 cDonald . 

eport of 1870, Co gressional Library, -99, 
D 

11 



12 

t han the r oox woul 

19. 
0 s of ~n Cerra. 



Chapter III. !J!!. ~ ousto 

.Q!! Their _ ........ ..-.-

of lli __ _ 

crvation 

or the ost p3.rt 1 th r 1 tions t een th ones 

hite people h ve be :t'riendly 'b!i_si • he 

Pone as re that t e treaties nd business deals h~ve 

been lar ly to their advant o. ex-0 pt to o e episode; 

that ss the! enforced r 1 1' their iobra~ home. 

The Ponoas believ that the v rn nt sold th out to 

pacify the io x stt the Custer sssacre.l 

t tis hss not been an unm.1x curse. ie find 

thst attar tho n estigstion conduct d by Congres rel t1ve 

to this removal and Con reas hsd provided the en 1 ore-

by they mi ht go sin t th ir old ho a, not one ot those 

ho hsd not lre dy run sy voted to retu 

liked this country, s.nd hoped that this spa 

h e or the Pones trib torever.3 

• 2 They 

ul a tho 

Tee ief ot the tribe ot the 1ssisss1s said to hi 

l ir of ony Knight; airs of ~U.bert Bl ck Cole. 

2congreesionsl Record, en. 36 Cong., 
5 ess., p . 16; emolrs o Iorse 

3This tact is orton reterr d to in tri :11 bu 1nes 
oet1ngs 3nd g t leri s ·here ft 1 ot 1 porta c re 

disouss • 



1 

p ople 1th r rd tote hites out ho t e Pones , 

like Indian~ rot er tr1 es, soon divi ed 

atti tud • 

th ir 

Do you se the hite li in u on seeds, hile 
e eat flesh? Th~t .f'.lesh requires more than thirty 
oons to ro up, ~dist n often c oe . Th~t 

each of th onderf'ul seeds they sow in the esrth 
r turn th s hundred-fold. The lea. on hich e 
subsist has tour legs toe ca e tro us, hilo we 
hsv butt o to rsue d oaptur it . The gr in 
re in there tho bite m3.Jl sos it, s.nd gro s. 1th 
the, int r i period o rest, hile ith us it 
is the time ot l borious hunting. or t eae reasons 
th y have so y ch 11 ren, and live lo . r th ,e 
do. I ss;y, theretore, unto every one that 11 her 

o, that b tor, the cedars of our vlll a ~11 have 
di do n 1th sge, nd tho ple trees or tb vs.lley 
~hall h v c sed to ~ive us ug·r, t er c or the 
little corn ( heat) sowers 111 hsv extertlinated the 
race o th fl she tero, provided heir huntsmen do 
not resolv to become so ers .~ 

e once hgd tho buttalo to akin, snd n · e have 
the . it • 

~he Indians ho ollo d th. advice ot the old 

s 1sss1s chit hsYe sirly 11 rged th tho er1c:i.n 

populat1 '&ey d t e1r c ... ldren soon oessed to be 

· rd ot t eo ern e t, snd they took their place ss tree 

citizens. Th h v slm.ost entirely dropped out or tribal 

11:f • 6 1 1 true of ones, it is of ot er tries . 

rad1t1on tro e lb.eat Plant," Ci c1nn ti, 1860. 

5Ascr1bcd to a Cheyenne. 

6 The Re. V •• Johnson, paotor of the ethodist Chnroh 
at Ton s , Or..l!iho , did not believe this stste·ent true 
1n his co unity in 1938. Re made study of his congrega­
tion, !Uld rounds largo perc ntage ere ot Indian descent. 



It 1 t on o hs ve t e b ff" o in" ph1losophy t t 

quit ls.r oly populate th re.., r stions . 

Like sny group of people , the oncss h~ve several 

s.y or e rni 

ya re loo 

doll rs ocons1o ~lly . So e of th se 

upon by ~ r: 1 a th ir c let' oooup tion . 

t fo t, they sre ~till- ns . 7 

s.ndcrs.ft he:ids t e 11st re the nu ber ployed d 

the ount or returns . Th& oncsa 3r reco ized by those 

ho d :t.l 1n such ingG ong the 05 skill dint e 

orl in certrio fon of te thcr, be!\, n lauth r iOrk.a 

They !lr lo so e t t us ror th lr to -t 9 • 

Ry 'Lyon, Old 'lm n , F e , 0 lo the 

most in crstt or • is p cialty is fe ther hesd dresses 

and o - to • He has enoll@h ork to provide te dy ploy-

ent to s. out ti.·enty Indl:in • any o-f the are :ronoas , 

slthou b so re P e s and ere of' other tr1b .10 

n oor, h · ld 101 nnch store , is 

er p t e 0 1 r ~;t d es.lor 1n Indian an cr:it't . Ue 

t andle 1 r ,e quantiti sot 

7 oat or h~t follo 
obser tion s.nd tudy . 

to tom.a nd dl fsrent inds 

1 ediately 1 rro pers n l 

8 emoirs of • R . e lin. 

ire or R!ty Lyon . 

1°111 • 

15 



16 

of novelties. t res 1 t, 0 is Indi to -t 

re ad by ·, it 1 bor. 

Th re is 

pec1 lly. 

cert a tr de. 1th tie Os es 1n rather 

or he Orm o so h ve so. e oth r b d ork 

don occssionall. e feather or is 1 rg ly r ~ ror 

the pe ate e t · ng • •09t of th ?oneas co pl t t Osage 

ork i.s d o coll ct for. 

Zack iller's t ily h s been n d out or the Indian 

no elt business the 1 tr ye r • At nr ent , t y 

sre do r ir tholesslo business. 

m1ssio a have at riou t eo oneored bed and 

le ther or to neour. e elf-su port nd elt-rAspect • 

.t i 1 not p hed C n , XO pt S psst e . The 

ps. i too s 11 tor expert · wor , !.nd s e, in 1 be ds 

onto edn lesther ls ard o the eyes .11 Be 1des, it 

s fo d th t 11' he coul br in fifty oe t or 

so ad bea in, it rel! ved the mon of o responsi-

b111ty or bread innin. 

Perhspn the poorest id group on the oservntion 

sre t e dancers . Not only e the returns 1 , but 

s. dancer is usually too d1g.n1t'1ed to dig . The runount 

of gs.rd.on stutt rise one ye~r by this group could be 

11so e at th 
e ded i!Uldb sat 

1 t re y o. 
in their cl.ass. 

onca ladies h ve h d exhibit or their 
th ay County s.:r !fa.ndcrai"t xhibit the 
'bey have t en jority or the prizes 



csrried in one gunny sack without d1t'f1oulty. 

The big spree tor the dancers 1s the annual pow-wow. 

This hs.s more or a social. nature than camnerclal . But 

what the white sight-seers see is commercisl . t'bat is 

put on 1s what they expect to see when they pay their gste 

receipts . 

Esch tsmily usu3.l.ly receives some mest , s.nd in special 

oases, groceries. Gate receipts , don3tions t'rom white 

merchsnts, concessions, and whatever money comes 1n is 

handled by a canz:t1ttee sppo1nte? by the Tribal Council tor 

that purpose. The total amount iaust be 3 tidy SW?1, but 

no audit io over rendered or ststement released . 

Occasionally the protossional dsncers aro cslled ror 

some special celebration tor white men . r.obody knows 

whst the promoter usually gets , but the dancer genera1ly 

gets his expenses, his meals, snd perh!lps fifty cents a 

dsy to s dolls.rand a hslf a week . As there may only be 

eight or ten cslls at tho most 3 year , dsncinG is s 

precarious business. 

A source or income pecul1sr to the reservation is 

"side t10ney. " The time to work tor side money 1a the 

time when a lease is in progress. \,hen there sre several 

heirs , the most deter.lined lrulY hold out tor a cono1dersble 

amount because he knows that the l essor is in an swkwsrd 

17 



position. Somet s the oney paid out on a lease ounts 

to quite rent 1 1te. And et es, it t ilit e 

0 hi Indi , h. gets h drunk, 3.lld the exp nae is 

not so hes.vy. 

Dut th s 1d money does not a}; sys stop th t e 

oigning ot the lease. A thing t t delight ~n Indian 's 

hesrt ls to t so thing. ybe e ne do it, nd maybe 

he j t ·ant to try his ingenuity. Certai individu3ls 

a e b n 0 to :!l. ten r r1rteen · les ith the hope 

ot g ttin ch c ~en, a b of pot toes, or so ething 

elo. Ir he did ot get side on y, snd the lasso did 

not do ythi top oi y t 1 ssee be ore the ye r is 

out, h 1 us lly ln tor difficulty 

t 11 du. 

So ti e , thiC' s sxch or side 

new le se 

nay de cods to 

pl 1n s.nh 11 • A qu t1on be rai ed it gett ng 

side oney snd panhandli 1a rally arning oney. 

any ot the 

12 

orK harder t these th.an it they r on 

ge • 

ell, 

12so et es the panhsndling develops humorous 1lsts . 
One a.s.n , When ho as retused gift of ~it"teen cents 'to 
buy cr:i.okora tor the bs.by," ent out angry, seying, I 
thought that you would cooperate 11th e better than ths.t." 

other, stter his tn.le ot cal lty had not softened the 
h1te triend, dr a long bresth ands id," hey told e 

it ould not do any good, but I tho ht I ould try any-
ay . " ter a short friendly visit, he left in hi h good 

humor. 

18 



in~e t e r oval , the Of ioo of In 1- A£~airs 

had l:ir de n '1 the :Ponca tri • 

The first con ider tion is in rel:itlon tote ls.n • 

, 11 the 0 C3.S re t t1oned t Laxt r S rings, a dele-

gation of 

0 

tion. 

at 

r 
.;, 

C i f C na loo ~ad ovar 

vici ity o th pre ... nt loc 

l ~ o uncil 1th th 

th l!illd in th 

tio or tho r orv:s.-

ant age: t on a 

blurr o the outh ida or t e 'alt For~ sbout a ile ·est 

of the road running due uth of ~onca City. il6Y decided 

th t t ey - ~te t e land they no~; _possess . 13 

This a.a pure sad for th by th over nt, and 

they 'OV h re in 1878.14 Tho 1 \JW .a. ir t ela. y the 

tribe. 'i'",o allotmentD ·,er · e . 

In 18?8, ho Po 
Chero ee outlet, tor 

~s ere ain re o ed to the 
hich t e Cherokee ore paid 

13 oirn ot Tony Kn t snd Le cDonald. This 
choo in oft a present loo tio is one r the fa orite 
stories o~ exploit of the grandf thers . It ls told on 
ev.e y ocoation a~pr priate . he inte~preter a Wl Otoe 
(Barn b by name) . e ,anted th1a fertile v 11 y for 
1s tri ~ id is best to convince the one Chiefs 

t t they should ohoose hil.ly land f3rther south ( round 
·ed oc }. but they insisted on t cir c oic . Finally, 
the interpreter and the s ent re so a i th the 
that thy took all the horses d left the chief to 

al. b c to Baxt r Spr1n a . 

140. I . A. ervice ! onogrsph or United States Govern­
____!!l, o. 48, In tltute tor Governm'nt n e!l ch, p. 120 . 

l<J 



,~ 9.4 u der t e ot of pre 3, 1881, (2 St t. 
L. 22) . Allot ents ere de unde the gener:11 
llot ent act of 1087, 3Ild in or er to divide all 

the lsnd , dditionsl 51.lot nts ,ere de under th 
act o pr l -l, 1904, (~3 t t. L. 217 by I ic 
al o the res rvation lines ~ ere sbolished and the 
tr ct ec e rt~ o thro countl of O 1 o a.15 

ro ,, oh th r servat o 

ec~u e o thos allot et. er l e ling pr il d 

th t t e tr b h d bee sold out b 

h· - r • C rta r C n to purch. e s 

foothold thin t serv t on, this poss bl, until 

st'ter tho all.at en ore sde, 0 l ere up or ale. 

So consid r tlo .. re of er to t o.e ln f , or o the 

allot ent 1de 1 ey C ld vs 1 upon Co r ss and the 

trib to sooept it. ey ere at least 3.ocused at etttng 

t b t or t ott nint;e d ngs. 16 

But t V r t e fe a he ore ls 0 i no 

3.p_pr clable nt· ent to tr 1 o rs· i of l:m 
' 

or 3IlY oh r resource. :r h 0 ~ 0 r eo an .. z t1on 

Act to O.:laho I.d· n h s n ~·r ott n nou h upport 

to r1 vot o. th ... bj ct. L .,. id a is eio e o by no 

that 1 ls not ev n di c ~sed ~er au 1,.17 

0 

15Ibid. 

1 6Bec u a a 
and o t of th 
us her. 

ot the rsons invol d still living, 
children livi ·, n ,ea shoul 1ot be 

17 lh the atter sup tor discus ion beror the 



e pr1 job of the VO ent, since t e ta i 

ot tr atles snd adopti ot the reservation yst , a pears 

to be "to get the Indisn to b elf-supporting, o thst he 

rill no longer be a om. r e upon the govern n1. • "18 In 

t"sot, 1:f it ,ere ot for this one ite, there 

11 tle tU:ouae for havin :m ttice of Indi 

uld be 

fairs in 

t e D part ent of the Interior. An n r this has been 

aooo 11she, at least ong the Pone , th se ·self'-

sup orting 1ndividu3ls no lo er live on the reservation, 

n s.re not counted s.s part or the tr1bal 11.f e. The only 

connection th • hsve o:ff'iois.lly is t.b.st they are on the 

tribal roll and a.re enumer ted s Pones Ind13.Ils. So., sl. o 

re-oei ve 1.noo e c eeks through the of't1ce at Ps: ee from 

inherit ce or other sou.roes. 

The szi t ing ts the resouroef'ulneas or so large 

s peroe tsge of the tribe in retr 1n1~ fro self-support. 

The current philosophy see to b , "th over ent on' t 

let sn Indisn starve:19 so thore is no ps.rtiou.1.3.r ur. e to 

tribe 1n 1937, t e general ides see ed. to be thst it as an 
att pt by th Office of Indian Af"f~irs to push the back 
t anty to forty yesr. It se presented it the idea or 
"gi 1 everything b ck to the Ind1:m th.st h hsd lost. 
An old Co anche is aooepted s.s speaking generally :for the 
op osi tion n he as ed, " 1111 et t buffalo b ck'?" 

lS ne hears an expression si ilsr to this y ti es. 

l9Tb.1s ids is voiced in V3riou for when t e ides 
ot ork and eelt- upport is presented to he young pe ple. 
Th st popu1ar ocoup ton is to "tool around." 

21 



get o t s.nd hustle. In tact, th very multitude snd etti-

ci oy of the government a .gencies appears to 

p ilosophy. 

ar out thi 

In 1912, there s.s a.n in uiry started 1n the ,3shi g­

ton o:t':fice to s e I t oould b done t,o get the o cas to 

rk on their 31.lot nts. The lsnd s. used n th tollo -

ing snner: 

The 31.lot ants ere ns.de 20 years s.go , yet 
the annusl report tor 1911 sho a 78 In 1sns :f 
1ng 2,260 sere, hlle 60 , 787 acre are les. ed to 
hites. I b l1eve e o ht t.o get usy on sone 

progr~ t at 111 sts.rt so thing d1ff'erent ther 
soon. 

The tter turned over o F. • bbott, who rote 

the s.g t, F ••• rrel1, on J!pril 8, regarding the tter ; 

the nert A ust 9 ' r. F rrell re lied . 

Ue aid in a lengthy letter that so or the t ers 

ere ope rs.ting ten to enty acres d th seven ar eight 

hor e outfits nl that poorly, that good farmers .ere dis-

co1r3ged by vi it , dancing, and attending to other 

peopl' business, and t t Indian ho h d or es, cattle, 

o s, and chickens \1ere discouraged tram be indu trious 

by eeing ot er peo l oi n 1 iting 3D.d dancin , 3Ild yet 

reoei 1 th a e consider tion rr the office. He 

1 o a i d : 

e office sy hel _nus n its autlority to 

~, o 
w o. r •. File o. 902, February 6, 191~. hipe to 

chmeier. 
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br 3.k up v1 iti fr 
niciou 'gi e sy.' 
n~z;d s.n enoours.g 
couraged. 21 

tribe to tri the per-
The individual should be reoog-

d t e tribs.l c 1 ty dis-

Conditions have recently pro ress .d to the plsoe 

here there ere rirteen fa s operated by In isns. 22 

at tac. t has b en ade to f 1m out ho: t s f r-

are operated • ...her r ot eno tools ong the tit'-

teen is.n ta rs toe ulp a qu.arter-aection in stock 

or tool properly. otot 1hst1 one is p ivs.toly 

leas t hite f o.rs, or o e hi te t.1S.D. is hir on the 

s de to do the work . ooo or this is legit imate and s. 

ate fa ard, but some Pwoara to e sos dy that 1t 11 

not bear close oruti.Dy. 

J.he officers are no to bl31Ile persons.lly for the con-

d1t1o o t 1ngs. They r doh~ th best they can under 

th: cirou t ces. The :ndi~s re not interested in 

r ng anything but th i • ".'hen th I d1ans 

ant t in~s bettor, t ey ill do it t el es."2 3 

In 1 9lc.. t gas ant oil usiness began to bri in 

b iness th.re h the oftice.24 Th re are till so o ll.s 

2lrbi ., File to . 916, pril a, 1 1. 
arrell"'aiid arrel to Abbott. 

;::Ibid. , aw nee File ll.48, 1938 Report. 

bott to 

2 scar G3rdner, Choota, t'r s speech ade st H -
con Colle e, June 1~, 1940. 

• I. • , I ones ilo 90G , l 38 Ho port . 
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produoi ro the oncs.s, b nothi like they u ed to. 

he oil bo is gone, :mote ls.rge fo tune~ aeriv 

ther t"ro are gone as e£teotively as though there had 

never been an ndisn agency .w5 

1 the ood the 101 anoh eTer id t.he Ind!gris you 
coul put in y ur eye s.nd see jut a ell . 

ith 1,he co or the hit rancher to the onca 

reservation c t· e beglnni of tho bres.kdm n of the 

sel.f'-su_pport · ng an.hood ot the tribe. ~ho In i found 

out for th first t a that thay could et ney t"rom 

t.heir l d i thout rking it the elv a. They er 

ts ht t at it was bones.th. tht1 ign ty of Ind! to 

ork likes. thite an tMt he ah uld let be nite en 

do the ork on is lan h6 sat around snd a.a r • 

That ounded like pleass.nt doctrine snd as 1 dly sec pted 

by o to the chi ts . 

Another threat so arose to those ho had live tock. 

l the ita ranchers ept t eir livestock branded. e 

I 1. s d not br3Dd anythin • lot only s.s it an e sy 

pre1 to bona 1d rustlers, but the IndiSlB lso ss:-. t eir 

stock herded 1 to stook ca.rs by the r anohe r dici not 

25ftlilie Cry is reporte to h3.ve had one million 
dollsrs to hs.ndlo in twenty yesrs. He n a1ks to to n. 

26 emo1rs or J. H. Sc lapb ch. 

~? uch or the infor tion presented here has b en se­
cur from In 1 na, gove ent e loyees, nd others th 
t e understanding that their n as ould ot be tioned. 

2 



ds.re to say snyth • 

Co pl 1t?i this, the 101 Ranch kept a co unity 

store re any Indisn could et hs tever he snted on 

credit. ost ot the ere 1n debt to the ' lier broth r • 

Mter th1 , the l.s.nd as llotted. Indians begsn to 

b co e "co petent if they h d any noney. Store bills be- . 

gan to be coll cted. any a tst llot,ent d dos1rsble 

ter ol s app rently- traded out for s store bill. 

It is t ue th t th teder court st iuthrie round 

t e llor brot rs "not g 11 ty.' But hat els coul on 

expect? hst c nee do rui illiterate I 1 have to 

pro ecute ia osse intelligently ~gainst a rich .h1to 

in bite e's court? en some of the ~ te neighbors 

re rd to proaeo te t ller rothers to secure th i r 

own rights. 

I s a e er of the Or:mt County Hor a Thief 
Protect! e Assoc1st1on, snd e trsced many s horse 
to the 101 Ranch, but o did not dar to ay any­
thi .za 

"Then c e oil! Who ants to ride hard 1th s. flock 

ot spouting oil ells on the place? robody ould rai e 

rhoat hile he as 1n his right ind whm he could buy s. 

ne red u_ck 1th one month's bonus !llld £ 0 north here it 

s cool. 

There as no p rticular difference at f1rst, and not 

• Jackson. 
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so e en y t, t ov r did not V no l w 11. 

r tions.l ospit lity diot~te that as lon s 

one .ui is.n h s ything he 11 re th 1 o com 29 • 

0 1908 s. ne bl truck the work ones. t 

this tie ny or e.ro !id clni.'. i t rts or indu -

try. 

s 

r o 

house a.Di cult1v-ste 
ard6ll ve ets.bles, eep 

d 11To .s.t ho ost 
ore a vance, ent in 

believe, th the 1§8 
or1 or t e. 

o l iudi te that ab t t t t yon th 

rs rv tio u1 e si e. the 

ite t an o th di~ b s.r t is out. 

u t 11 is the e r that the u or p yota , or 

eso 
' 

tirst r cord d.31 uc h that 1 svs. ls. le as 

beon rltte bout this r g , no r rks here ill be 

l to ·ht s b n found out fro be rvs.tion d 

st ts o onc::i, ighbori r , an avernment 

snd c urch orkers.32 

t Tho pson, Ks:, as long as he lived al ay 
order to s ost any Indian ho s. ked 'for 1 t. 
etimes totaled sixty doll s s. onth. 

51Ibid. 

3.;The ation:11 
pu 11s teri o 

ellov,ahip o In ia orker 11 re­
this subjoot in he near rt re. 
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You h ve sl.l seen pictures or c~rvin s of th proverb-

1al. 'exicsn tho ts slump d av r his kn es, h n as ed 

to do ything hispars, n anana. ia t typic 1 

escs..l e ter. 

s reli ion or o lt, peyote ie c rt inly 'Quiessent . 

Bo pe ons 1 t t r liq or drinking en to s art usin 

p yot b c uoe 1 kea the agr ble and es. y to hsn le. 

In t ct, p yote aters get to he pl.see he re they do not 

care at app sin o e cs.sea. he effect s e s to ary 

d. th ind vi duals. vO se 

their o tists.ction 3.JJd 

But two cannot be produced 

to get ala tairly ell to 

e it re or le s regul.arly . 

ho use it ho hsve enough con-

trol over their o po er to run their own business s.nd. 

support th nselves. 

There 1s 3lso ~nother angl to this thst hss sn e-

dis.to ffect upon f'sm.1J.y lite snd sel.t'- eupport; it not only 

costs o ey to buy the oyote for h Ssturday- ni t 

sing," but .ho er puts ups eting is expected to furnish 

enough t n flour fo ~ feast Sunday noon. So the 

you , it_ous f's. er 1 besieged by his neighbors and 

urged as p triotio duty to f urn1 h 3t for this " tiv 

rican Church." 33 

y 1hite neighbors insist that this is the a or 

caua tor non-support snd poverty n) th T'onc But 

33 e incorpor t d nae o~ tho religion. 
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they do not dare to o on record r .ardin this, or they 

uld not e llo d to lease Indisn d, o s.ny o th 

resent the pl1c3t on or the ide3. 

By l9ie!8 oondi tions , re bsd enou h to s.pp al to the 

tender hearts o the philant rop1c Uy inolin an to the 

sob 1st rs . Th y c e. 

In October, 1028, the lstional Bos.rd ot the , n' 

Ho e iasionary Society or the ethodist 1scop 1 Church 

held th 1 r annus.l t:.i.n · t \ io its., Th etho-

diot is 1 onary too a gro p of his Indi ·· up to ing f'or 

t • it :a I dian year for t society an y • th r,y 

deoid d to ive to the Ponca mission a oo unity h 11.34 

d as he Pones iss1on i clo to /1ch1ta, any o e 

do st the .adjournm t or the conference to the sod-

bre i • eir symp thy s.s easily tirred by the pli t 

of the "poor Indi , ,. sol hey an back to t 1r astern 

churches dete ined to do so ethi to rede hi. ~hey 

begsn to urg the local llo e '1ss1ons.ry ux111s.r1es to 

seed supplies to Ionca. 

This 3ction did help tho dime store business. In the 

year 1936-1937 the iosioro.ry in oio d 45-00 lYOrth o 

ood rooeived. 35 ong the ere 600 ,orth or rub er 

34sever~l of those ho ant ar till gla to ay 
thst they got the hall tor a song. 

35Annual Report of the :_. H. _. _ .. , 1937. 
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dol1s, rub er s.utomobil s, n.d other toys. There ss re 

tan 1000 o th of rood ppl1es; there ere stack or 
quilts , owel , sos.p, baby clothes, ps e :md pencil , 

irls' dres es, dress lengths, en's neckties, snd socks, 

be d ch us d terinl t t v,s.s not fff luated. 

Taki 1 11 to get er - l!ind le se, oil roys.l tie , 

churoh g1 t , and h t not - th hi te n is b aing skinned. 

An' the .r. ones. Indisna on the reserv:ition have j st 

about re!:J.ched the botto hell it c~s to self-support • 

• lo tter hat th overnmen t reports ay, there le not 

enough f s.r .. e uip ent m d by oncaa on th r es-e v tion 

to properly till h3I"vest aver t,o hundred seres of 

l d.36 savers.l or th t:n.iliee livi~ s: sy fro the 

sgency hav rsir-to-cxcellent garden. So e or the .. keep 

a f'e , co 1s and chick ens. 

t the ~gency, in 19 9, thee an inatalled an efti­

oient irrigating syetm. so that the t enty to fifty~ 

lie li 1 s.t the c p n ar th gency t h ve good 

gs.r • The gov ernman t put good I?L"ln , a rad us. to or the 

College of Agriculture or the Okl o A. ~nd • College, 

in ohs.rge to see th t everyone w o wsot ed to garden could 

hs.ve s. aro de:!l. 

He got a hito tsrner to plo· the g:ird n. hey 

36rb1d. 
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planted about three ores 0£ it to beans and pes. but 

hsl o:t' th other three seres, or re, as used tor private 

gs.rdens by the c pers . i'hen t he peastt snd bean ot 

pr e, the c. c. C. I~ D. boys csnned the d gsve th 

s.y. 

T s year th sam. two men b:ive put their thres sere 

in weet corn. Three gov-ernment e-ployees and one Ponca. 

csmpor have gardens on the ot.her hs.l.:t' . The rest of th 

grOUJld is idle. 

Religion is the chief concern or orts.la here 
bel ; 

ay I its great 1.l?l~ortance l earn, its sovereign 
virtues know . 3'7 

Bali io, with the Iu 1 una!':t'eoted by Christian teaching, 

1 3.l.l one pieoe 1th lJ.1'e. One y h ve certs1n eest tic 

experiences that rel:.\te to some deity or spirit, but also 

all the acts o:t' lite are religion .38 

,'hon the Pones cs e to their present location, they 

ere slLlost ithout exception sun ior hipers • .ta- Gu - Deh 

as the chi r All-Po erful Spirit. But tor practical 

purpo es, on had to desl it.h the e eryday manitestatio 

or spirits about him.. 39 And the sun hsd chief place. 

Getting up at unrise ~nd pr3yin tows.rd the risin sun 1s 

37 thodist Hymns.l , 1905, o. 314. 

~,~ ....... oirs of Albert akes Cry. 

39 oirs of lira nine-· King. 
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till ol rite i pr ct1cally all the older p pl 

d l rge n er o the iddle-sged. So e or th 0 

o e are e to but onder hy.40 

aln1 ,. Yesti · e of the old sun dsnc 

high good t d revelry no 
' 

s. ti to :, tber ate recel ts tr 

~ere 1s no psrticular religiou 

y dy no·. 41 

d 

T e po 0 is the re-

• It 1 a ti e for s 

1n e l st re ye rs, 

t hite onlo.okers. 

nif'loance to it to 

One or ere lnin ceremonies that nt 1th the 

un d e .e ason i s t to :P d3.Ilce. is s a courtship 

eason to he adolescents. It 1 a Tariation or ere e 

go ' roUlld th ul.berry bush, herein the young people 

ch e partners. It ls usually starte at n1. ht af'ter the 

hite visitors h ve gone hoe rro th po - ow. It is 

started t t e po - m rounds and :adjwrn to the bsll 

di ond, here, the 11 ts on't interrer. It is so e­

t1 es carri d on till sunrise. Very r 11bite people , o 

h ve :lDY or 1 etsnding ever ee t 1 ph se. 

e oncas brought 1th th so elm ledge of the 

Christian f3.ith trac. thuir lUobrsra ho e. And th y hs e 

h d the intl enc of Chr1 ti s 1onsrie o t ever 

40rb1d. 

r 

41oeorge gle 
to re e ber t e sscr 
did in Au st, 1937. 

as tho last Pone ho urge hi 
e ing or the po - dances. 

eople 
e 
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since they e e tot 1r pr set loost1on. In 18 6 the 

n's e sionary ooiety or the eth d1 t piscopal 

C urc took over th or ot tho 1nterdenom1n t1onal 

ssion r oc ety th t h!\d been o er ting tor t o yes.rs42 

and hs.v intsined fzeo one to thre nsion ries there 

ever ince.43 

bou 1907, tor some r ason, the Pones began to 

s.ttr ct th ttention and interest ot other deno in:ition. 

,1 thin th next yi sr or t o the s.zsrenes tried to organ­

ize a ·ork . T e Uszarene held a bi c p eeting in the 

t ber nes.r the agency snd served lunch to evaryon th t 

c e. L ge oro ds attended. But hen th 

so di the I di3Ils.44 

ala stoppe, 

In 19 7 tho Southern ssionsry Bspt1 ts tried o 

gs.in a toothold 31ld 1th or succe s. They organized a 

rk hat 1 still f'unotioning. Both ot these group , or 

at least their represent ti: e , orked tb.r ough the etho­

d1 t mi sion. In .raot ev: !gelists preached 1n the etho-

dist chspel t the sanction of the sslonsry 1n chsrge.45 

The res on given tor these tte pts were thst the spiritual 

e1;ort !!!_ ~ _. H. • .§_., 1886. 

43Ibid. 

"The ndians still speak or ths.t ti e 3s the h1gh 
point in church res ts. 

4 olrs or • o. sgner. 
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• h.1 L '1i.; I 
I l J.: .,,, ·''"-Zi 

I }• <J 

'11Jtv . J, ) 

t a t o e one s 
?' 1941 

s de lo ble s.n tlmt t e rethodists 

r ot eti t e n eds . 46 f!Jl res. on t e ? azar n 

t od is t pro erty s t hat tho nt 

i n 1 907 az ene4'1 n 1gz7 as a Bs.ptist. 4:8 Th 

sio ry ae srn stly soe·!n 1d to hel in 

th or of red tion , nd the ag nt 1 s t unless 

he g t his rt1c r o elist h ·ould tt d to it 

lt. 

1939 the azsr e de ert'ort to estsb-

11 or. t t es nt t r re on.a y -nd 

.. 1 1te ploye a s all bu ld use s s. resid oe 

d t ng o s 

org n1z ed • 49 

chased . A eo reg tion 1s also 

n evuu -t t oo tribut ion O'f people, on 

u ually calls to nd c tain outsta ding individual s. 

oirs of' s.ry Gladys Shsrp. 'iss harp 1a a 
ong the students s t Chilocco . he ays 

t t t report as that dead Indians ere taken out snd 
buried in a blanket ithout a ord or Ghri tlan hope. It 
prob~bly happened e ersl t1raee . There ere several ·e­
cidedly loy:il sun i orship rs even at t s.t ls.te ds.te. he 
al• o 53.ys th t the p - ow dances had sn 1n1'luonce in de­
ter ining the to tar t . he ss one of the helpers 1n 
getting t ark organized h re but \73.B not implicated in 
the pres. in to the ethodis t oongr at ion. 

47M 1rs or rs •• J. Si 

irs or • • agner • 

49 B ftslohes.d, once s ethodiat , has been 
er of both the Baptist and Nazarene ohurche . 

he s y that as soon s the razarene church e.ts go n , 
she ls going to st3.l"t s.no er. ·. : · .. ·. · · 

. -
• • I[" • . ' 

. . . .... , 

. . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .... 
. .. . ' .... . . . . . . . . 

\. ·. : : •. . . ... 



1.is is as it sho ld e, tor at""ter all, o aot s.re done 

1 di u ally. But so inrl u c s see to pa s out fro 

c3u · ot th gro p ithi ich coun te ~ • The 

Pones. r no exception to 1 • They do •-e co tribu-

tion to the orld by th ple proc ss or bein~ Indi!m 

erics.ns. 

or one tin, t e ndi!lllB ha e been guinea pigs par 

e.:xo 11 oe tor s 0013.l.. ex ri t. But 5s this is not 

p per on soclolo y, the v rious exp ri. ents tried out upon 

th by th ent, olitlcal, soci l, church, ~d 

busin s roups 11 not e dealt 1th. 'e dll j t osl.1 

attention to the present new Del xper e.nts i:n gov rn-

nt, nd cite you to the t ct thst it you are intereatod, 

you 11 o t urely :find tll3t ac one o t e present 

noble e:xpcr ent v been tri d out previously so ewhere 

by the Office o'f Indi:ui Attairs. 50 o ight be saved some 

serious blunders if our o est politicians 3l!.d states en 

kn re actus.l In i:m hi tory. Th .. s holds true tor 

our churchl'!len. 

en 1 t co s to indi vidu l oontr but one of out-

st~ ding orit, th philosophy of "skin t e v te sn' 

50This as brought up pril ,, 1940, at ort ingste 
at a e ting ot the Yale Raoe Relstions field ps.rty 1th 
gove ent ploy ~s. It as pointed out th~t our present 
relier or lzation to ded to de rru ize its clients like 
govern e t annuities to the Indians. The uthor a pres-
ent a the t1 • 



orks :i t de dl preci ion 1n its r cti n . The ner­

getio :ind rogr ssiv sr regard d 1th suspicion d 

l oo ed pen s.s t ai tor to th t ri • A r~di!lllG 0 

t h t so e d the re going to hs.T to "ts.ke the ·11hite 

3 ' y ands pport t sel es. But they o not intend 

to do it as lo ss they can eat bre.sd in the sweat ot the 

hite n's r e.51 

ot r guinea-pig lesson tor the or ld is the in-

sut:ficlenc of teri.3l.1st1c philosophy of l.ite. 

1th the In an, food is the ohlo:t' thing in lite. 
He judges your whole char:!cter by the · y you 
h3n l. th thi a you h~Te toe t.52 

It this philosop y io eutticient, t 1 ould h3ve 

produc ufticient strength o:f character on the reserTa-

tions for he needs of th .... nd13tl • it is, reservation 

1 e is so rotte ani arti ic13l t st it 1oul oollap e in 

short order 1 ~overn:nont agencies and church 1seions 

ere ithdra.Yn . If this is not eo, then let ua be sensible 

and stop our tr ondous xpena itures int ose .ti lds. 

Bec:iua ot these t!lotors, tbe individuals of lonc3 

51 ter hested d iscuss ... on by the tribe in th spring 
or 1937 as to whether they ould accept the Thomas Rodgers 
bill d start r ring sgai.n, one of th Ell said some­
thing like t his:" e kn that so d 1 e 111 haTe to 
ork nd support our tsm.111es like White men . And 1e cs.n 

do it it e hs.ve to. But o are going to put it ott as 
lon : as e c3Jl. So you keep on tellin u hat e ought 
to do. 'e sy get d st the tie, but e ow you are 
right e 1y 

5 i oirs of Tony Knight. 
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birth have attained dist_nction tor services rendered 

haTe not lived :ithin th bounds or th onca reservation . 

But one igure is o fficlent n~tic al ports.nee th:it 

he can.not be left out or sny ericsn. hlstor,y that d&3ls 

fairly 1th cries. hst one 1a Chior ~tsndin Bear. 

Altho h his history belong properly to that of the 

orthern Pones.a,· he as or such force of character that 

he h:i hi influence upon the Oltl5.bo ones lso . 

At th time ot the re oval, he g therad his fs ily 

an s r or 1 f'ollo ers togeth r nd stol s.•1s.y to ms.lee 

his ay back to their old hoe. e as pprehended near 

0 aha, ebrs.sks, by soldiers of the United States army 3lld 

thro in jail ithout arrant .or hearing. His case 

attracted the attention of seTeral white people in Omaha, 

ho eoured his release. He sn others then toured the 

country telling h-t had hsppened. Because of that, a 

Cop.gressionsl investigation :s.s f'inally started . The 

Poncas won their csse at court I s.nd the plains Indian as 

dmitted to be a msn before the ls • Atter that, ·there 

were no forcible 

tribes.53 

litary re sl.B of erican Indi :m · 

There hs.ve been several onoss ho have left the 

53 emoirs ot 
of hief tan 
sess., p. 80. 

llen Cerra~ Zilla Dig Goose, nieces 
.u r; ~· ~- Doc. 49 , Cong., 3 
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re ervat1on have ta ·m h 1r pl ces 1n th life about 

the it uft'io1 nt er 1 t Ill ener y to beoo rs cted 

tort o n ort • s 

tion 1th th ir ace ps.tions. 

It t ere is ever oing to 

fort o ones. Indi s rro n 

tio d h.1 hly 1n connec-

any sign1ficsnt advsnce 

on, it 1-- oing to b up to 

th elves. '!'her re av.ail bl to h 3.11 ha public 

nstitutions tor bette ent that there sre to the bite 

people of Ok.l o , and, in sdditio, the resources or the 

United State t rough the tfice or Indlsn Mtsira.. Any 

at ch!.r cter c b orro onay to tart h sol1" in 

f3 in 1f he h s the desir • And 11'" he ust hao l~d he 

can pasture, he ill be givai s. herd or ten Hereford 

o~ttle 1th the priv11 ge or psying baok one heifer tar 

each one received. 5 Along 1th this, he 11 recoive 

tre 1n truction and upervlsion as lon se he ne it .56 

541rtieir nsm.es are seldom entioned on the reservation. 
In f ct, if · Ind1 .or , ho is :ll :1ost exco unic ted. 
He is not allowed to hold any tribsl ottioe 1f' he lives 
oft th reser tion; i.e., it h or , he 1~ out politi­
cs.lly. 

5There h e b en saversl who have s. vs.iled t e selTes 
~ t op ort n t to t rt s herd, b t to t onl one 
herd re :lins in the ch.3.rge or a Pones. 

56The ovsrnment e ployee take resl pride s.nd in­
tr stint ir ·o k and :ire tor the o t 3rt co tent. 
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The pnblio echool ie open to hie children, 1th rree 

lunch tone point on the reservation, and st the public 

hi ochool 1n Pones City. 5 " Free books and an occ:isional 

is ue ot alothing sre also included . 

There ar on the r servs.tion three Christian churches 

or s.nized tor Poncas besides t'WO or three school houses 

here hi te and Inell s rship t ether. 

Besides all these, there is lso the llativ ericsn 

Church tor those o 1 h to r ain Indisn. It serves s 

a 1>atriotic outlet for ny, a it is the only urely 

Indian organization on the reservation. To orship 1th 

this cult is resented to the yo~ on a a p triotie 

duty. And if one sa anyth contrary to the use or 
pe ote, he is 1 edis.tely brsnded as unpstriotlo . 

The use or the drug produces a sense ot well-being 

s.nd stupor 1n the addict so tbat the present llls are 

ore docilely borne . Progress snd orsl reto y no 

sooner b expected from this cult thsn from any gr up or 

narcotic addicts. The dru is often sd.!111.nistered ss 

edic1n to pstients tor divers s.nd sundry pains. 

It 1 a tr3gedy th~t ~ narcotic ha been inoorpor ted 

1th ele nts of g e osity inherent in Indian life 3IJi 

certain teaoh1 s or the Chri tis.n church. 

57seversl r lies c 
t heir ahildren in bite 

p near the s.gency so as to get 
l school, ilere lunch i s rved. 
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Conclusions 

Attar studying csrefully the lives or my Ponca 

friends, evsllla.ting whs.t documents are s.vsils.ble, snd com­

paring these with my scant observation or reservation 

life or other plsi.ns Ind! ans ot Oklshoms s.nd elSO\Yhere, 

my conclusions are: 

That the Poncs.s cS1not continue a close reservation 

11.te without harm coming to them, snd possible destruc­

tion. The idea or "skinning the white man instesd or the 

butts.lo" has al.most destroyed their initiative and will 

to live. 

That the Poncas a.re nou as coupetent as they will 

eTar become under any governman t - supervi Bed reservation 

syste:n. 

That if specia.l govem.ment support were re':'"loved the 

l1oncas would be capable by t heir om eftort ot 11 ving on 

s.s high an economic plane as they are now doing. 

That the present low state ot morals is the result 

primarily of the choice ot the Ponoss . 

That the Ottice of Indim. Af'tairs shouid immedistely 

begin s. policy ot less sgency help 1..'18 tead or !Dore. The 

Indlsne are c aps.ble now or doing much ot the u ork done by 

ps.id officers it they r.s.nt it done. And it they do not 

want it done, it is ot little vslue ror someone olse to do 

it for them. 
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That Congress should set a dste in the near future 

after which children born shsll not be counted se wards 

ot the government. 

-Thst the churches .m.s1ntsin1ng mism. ons on the reserva­

tions should reevslus.te their prograr.:w am expenditures to 

see it they ~re working st the Job or world redemption or 

enterts.1n1ng a bunch or loafers. The Gospel ls needed 

here, as anyv1here, am many Ind! :ms look upon the missionary 

s.s s. resl triend. But the churches are spending much 

ettort and money in duplicated activity and for things the 

Ind1s.ns can do better themselves 1t they want thee done. 

That the use of peyote should be separated in the 

minds or everybody concerned trom religious faith and 

pract ices. Nobody objects strenuously to anbody's sitting 

up all night snd poWld1ng a kettle sod praying, although 

one Ill3Y have his opinion as to the necessity ot so .ciuch 

speaking in addressing the Almifjlty. 

That Congress should lncludo the peyote or mescsl in 

the list or h~b1t - rorming narcotics. 

Tb.at everyone concerned should remember that sn 

Indirui is a hum.sn being like sny other person . To treat 

him ~o such in to invite his confidence, tor he is spt to 

react to s given situation just 3B sny other person. 
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